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INTRODUCTION 

"Not to be conquered by these headlong days. 
But to stand free, to keep the mind at brood 
On Life's deep meaning, Nature's attitude of loveliness 
And Time's mysterious ways." 

We are writing this book in order to bring up-to-date the history of 
Virden and surrounding districts so ably started by Mrs. Clingan whose work 
covered the history of the area from its beginning to 1957, the year of Virden's 
75th Birthday. We accepted this project with some misgivings as we felt it to be 
a big undertaking. We trust if Mrs. Clingan gives her home town of Earth a 
backward glance from her Higher Plane, she may not be disappointed with the 
continuation of her story. One thing we are sure of is that she can indeed be 
proud of the citizens of Virden and of the Virden Communities, for we have 
not had one refusal when we asked for information and many have volunteered 
their help in gathering material. Without all this willing help this work would 
not have been possible. 

We have, no doubt, been guilty of errors; we have, no doubt, omitted 
people and places that should have been included. Where we have, it certainly 
was not intentional. We have tried to do our best, but in covering thirteen 
years of history, it is not easy to include everything and everyone that we 
would like to have included. 

We make no apology for including the names of our Senior Citizens 
who have gone on a little way ahead, and of some members who left us at an 
earlier age. They each played their part in the history of this area, which we 
have endeavored to record. "To live in hearts beloved, is not to die", and those 
names will be remembered with affection by many. Our only concern in trying 
to recall these names is, that any dear one may have been overlooked. We ask 
your indulgence and tolerant acceptance of what we have attempted to do. 

This introduction would not be complete without a special thank you 
to the Empire Advance office for co-operation in supplying information by use 
of the back numbers of their paper and their advertising. We also wish to thank 
Mrs. Kent, Mrs. Goldolphin and Mrs. Leckie for the use of their library scrap 
book and for their suggestions of helpful material. We also are grateful to Mrs. 
W.D. McLaren for the generous use of all the scrap books she has compiled 
over the years-a real source of information. We are also very grateful to Verda 
McDougall and Kay Sararas for their work in compiling all the business changes 
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and their help in typing up material. We also make very grateful acknowledge
ment for all the generous help given by Mrs. Nora Baird and her Commercial 
students in typing up reports. 

We also wish to acknowledge gratefully the pictures contributed to 
this book by Terry Yushchyshyn who willingly helped us with this part of the 
book. 

We wish, too, to pay tribute to Mrs. Clingan whose pioneering spirit 
shines forth in her Virden Story in her evident desire to preserve for this dis
trict a record of its early beginnings and to keep alive the achievements and rec
ords of those who laid the foundations for what we enjoy today. Without her 
interest, much, perhaps most, of the early history of Virden and district would 
have been lost. 
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Jean L. Whiteford 
Edith A.M. Moody 
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~RDEN COUNCILLORS 

"That is the best government which desires to make the people happy, and 
knows how to make them happy" - Lord Macau ley 

1958 
MAYOR 

J.C. Cory 
COUNCILLORS 

O.S. Fowler 
C.S. Coleman 
W.B. Burnside 
D.C.M. Elliott 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
Edward Anderson 

1959 
MAYOR 

J.C. Cory 
COUNCILLORS 

O.S. Fowler 
C.S. Coleman 
Dr. D.C. Thompson 
D.C.M. Elliott 

SECRETAR Y-TREAS. 
Edward Anderson 

1960 
MAYOR 

J.C. Cory 
COUNCILLORS 

D.C.M. Elliott 
C.S. Coleman 
Dr. D.C. Thompson 
H.J. McNeill 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
D.G. Rodger 

1961 
MAYOR 

J.C. Cory 
COUNCILLORS 

C.S. Coleman 
M.E. Clark 
Dr. D.C. Thompson 
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H.J. McNeill 
SECRETAR Y-TREAS. 

D.G. Rodger 

1962 
MAYOR 

H.J. McNeill 
COUNCILLORS 

C.S. Coleman 
M.E. Clark 
Dr. D.C. Thompson 
H.R. Berry 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
G.D. Rodger 

1963 
MAYOR 

H.J. MeN eill 
COUNCILLORS 

C.S. Coleman 
M.E. Clark 
Dr. D.C. Thompson 
J.R. Morrow 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
D.G. Rodger 

1964 
MAYOR 

H.J. McNeill 
COUNCILLORS 

Dr. D.C. Thompson 
C.S. Coleman 
J.R. Morrow 
M.E. Clark 

SECRETARY -TREAS. 
D.G. Rodger 

1965 
MAYOR 

H.J. McNeill 
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COUNCILLORS 
Dr. D.C. Thompson 
C.S. Coleman 
J.R. Morrow 
M.E. Clark 
D.G. Rodger 

1966 
MAYOR 

H.J. MeN eill 
Dr. D.C. Thompson 
C.S. ·coleman 
J.R. Morrow 
F. McDougall 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
H.M. May 

1967 
MAYOR 

H.J. McNeill 
COUNCILLORS 

C.S. Coleman 
J.R. Morrow 
F. McDougall 
A.S. Case 

SECRET ARY-TREAS. 
H.M.May 
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1968 
MAYOR 

H.J. McNeill 
COUNCILLORS 

C.S. Coleman 
F. McDougall 
A.S. Case 
J.W. Cockbill 

SECRETARY·TREAS. 
H.M. May 

1969 
MAYOR 

H.J. McNeill 
COUNCILLORS 

A.S. Case 
F. McDougall 
J.W. Cockbill 
E. Hoffman 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
H.M. May 

1970 
MAYOR 

H.J. McNeill 
COUNCILLORS 

A.S. Case 
J.W. Cockbill 
E. Hoffman 
G. Galbraith 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
H.M. May 

·" 



1970 Virden Council 
Members, left to right, back row: J. W. Cock bill. Councillor, E. Hoffman, Councillor, 
H.G. Galbraith, Councillor. 
Front row: A.S. Case, Deputy Mayor; H.J. McNeil, Mayor: ff.M. May, Secretary
Treasurer. 

YEAR 1958 
E. Anderson 
F. McDonald 
E.C. Osmond 
Lilian Cartney 
F.C. Eveleigh 
Leslie Milne 
J.A. Sararas 
S.H. Penny 
G. Boulanger 
C. Rowson 
Harold Lund 
C.H. McEwen 
F. Tamms 
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TOWN OF VIRDEN 

EMPLOYEES 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeper 
Steno 
Hall Custodian 
Road Foreman 
Water Works 
Collection of Waste Disposal 
License Inspector 
Rink Caretaker 
Rink Helper 
Superintendent of Utilities 
Superintendent's Helper 
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YEAR 1959 
E. Anderson 
E.C. Osmond 
F. McDonald 
Yvonne Good 
C.H. McEwen 
F. Tomms 
F.C. Eveleigh 
Leslie Milne 
J.A. Sararas 
S.H. Penny 
G. Boulanger 
W.R. Dutton 
A.S. McDonald 
J.H. Hewitt 

YEAR 1960 
D.G. Rodger 
E. Anderson 
E.C. Osmond 
Mrs. Pat Hughes 
Doreen Simpson 
C.H. McEwen 
F. Tamms 
F.C. Eveleigh 
Leslie Milne 
J.A. Sararas 
S.H. Penny 
G. Boulanger 

YEAR 1961 
D.G. Rodger 
E.C. Osmond 
Mrs. Pat Hughes 
Gail Finlay 
William Jones 
Fred Tomms 
F.C. Eveleigh 
Leslie Milne 
J.A. Sararas 
S.H. Penny 
G. Boulanger 

YEAR 1962 
D.G. Rodger 
Mrs. Pat Hughes 
R. Berry 
Margaret Fridd 
W. Jones 
F. Tomms 
G. Boulanger 
F.C. Eveleigh 
Leslie Milne 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeper 
Steno 
Superintendent of Utilities 
Superintendent's Helper 
Custodian 
Road Foreman 
Water Works 
Collection of Waste Disposal 
License Inspector 
Rink Operator 
Rink Operator 
Rink Operator 

Secretary-Treasurer June 1, 1960 
Secretary-Treasurer up until May 31, 1960 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeper 
Steno 
Superintendent of Utilities 
Superintendent's Helper 
Hall Custodian 
Road Foreman 
Laborer 
Collection of Waste Disposal 
License Inspector 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeper 
Steno 
Superintendent of Utilities 
Superintendent's Helper 
Hall Custodian 
Road Foreman 
Laborer 
Collection of Waste Disposal 
License Inspector 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeper 
Steno 
Superintendent of Utilities 
Superintendent's Helper 
Office Worker 
Hall Custodian 
Road Foreman 
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J. A. Sararas 
S.H. Penny 
H.M. May 

YEAR 1963 
D.G. Rodger 
H.M. May 
R. Berry 
M. Fridd 
W. Jones 
F. Tamms 
G. Boulanger 
F.C. Eveleigh 
Leslie Milne 
J.A. Sararas 
S.H. Penny 
D. Stewart 
Marion Galbraith 

YEAR 1964 

Water Works 
Collection of Waste Disposal 
Accountant 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Accountant 
Bookkeeper 
Stene 
Superintendent of Utilities 
Superintendent's Helper 
Office Worker 
Hall Custodian 
Road Foreman 
Water Works 
Scavenging 
Water Works 
Bookkeeper 

The same staff employed as in 1963. 

YEAR 1965 
D.G. Rodger 
H.M. May 
H.M. May 
Glen Peterson 
Marion Galbraith 
S. Clubb 
Carol Kyle 
Ileen Brennan 
Eva Laursen 
S.H. Penny 
J .A. Sararas 
F .C. Eveleigh 
F. Tamms 
D. Stewart 
J. Hewitt 
E. Ohryn 
G. Boulanger 

YEAR 1966 
H.M. May 
G. Peterson 
M. Galbraith 
S. Clubb 
Eva Laursen 
E. Ohryn 
G. Boulanger 
S.Penny 
T. Bareham 
J. Hewitt 
F.C. Eveleigh 
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Secretary-Treasurer November 30, 1965 
Accountant 
Secretary-Treasurer, December 1, 1965 
Accountant 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeper 
Stene Part of 1965 
Stene Part of 1965 
Stene from September, 1965 
Scavenging 
Water Works 
Hall Custodian 
Water Works 
Water Works 
Arena Caretaker 
Superintendent 
Water Works 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Accountant 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeper 
Stene 
Superintendent 
Water Works 
Scavenging 
Water Works 
Arena Caretaker 
Hall Custodian 
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J .A. Sararas Water Works 
Fred Tomms Water Works 
D. Stewart Water Works 

YEAR 1967 
H.M. May Secretary-Treasurer 
G.A. Peterson Accountant 
Marion Galbraith Bookkeeper 
S. Gibson Bookkeeper 
Eva Waines Stene 
J.C. Eveleigh Hall Custodian 
Sam Penny Scavenging 
J.A. Sararas Water Works 
Jim Hewitt Water Works 
F. Tomms Water Works 
D. Stewart Water Works 
E. Ohryn Superintendent 
T. Boreham Water Works 
Stella Tapp Bookkeeper 

YEAR 1968 
H.M. May Secretary-Treasurer 
G.A. Peterson Accountant 
Marion Galbraith Bookkeeper 
Stella Tapp Bookkeeper 
Eva Waines Steno 
Syd Anderson Superintendent 
F. Tomms Water Works 
D. Stewart Water Works 
F.C. Eveleigh Hall Custodian 
J.A. Sararas Water Works 
Sam Penny Scavenging 
David Penny Water Works 

YEAR 1969 
H.M. May Secretary-Treasurer 
G.A. Peterson Accountant 
Marion Galbraith Bookkeeper 
S. Tapp Bookkeeper 
Eva Waines Steno 
Sam Penny Scavenging 
S. Anderson Superintendent 
Bert Sararas Water Works 
J.H. Hewitt Hall Custodian 
Doug Stewart Water Works 
David Penny Water Works 

YEAR 1970 
H.M. May Secretary-Treasurer 
D.A. Reid Accountant 
Marion Galbraith Bookkeeper 
Stella Tapp Bookkeeper 
Eva Waines Steno 
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Sam Penny 
David Penny 
J.A. Sararas 
G. McDonald 
D. Stewart 
J.H. Hewitt 

70 

Superintendent 
Water Works 
Water Works 
Water Works 
Water Works 
Hall Custodian 
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1958 
REEVE 

ALLACE MUNICIPALITY 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H.J. Wood 
T.L. Tapp 
W.G. Heaman 
M.J. Edgar 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
E. Anderson 

1959 
REEVE 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H.J. Wood 
T.L. Tapp 
W.G. Heaman 
M.J. Edgar 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
E. Anderson 

1960 
REEVE 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H.J. Wood 
T.L. Tapp 
M.J. Edgar 
W.G. Heaman 

(died in office; 
replaced by 

C.H. Webster 
E. Anderson 

Retired; 
replaced by 

D.G. Rodger 
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1961 
REEVE 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H.J. Wood 
T.L. Tapp 
C.H. Webster 
M.J. Edgar 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
D.G. Rodger 

1962 
REEVE 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H.J. Wood 
T.L. Tapp 
C. H. Webster 
M.J. Edgar 

SECRET ARY-TREAS. 
D.G. Rodger 

1963 
REEVE 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H.J. Wood 
T.L. Tapp 
C.H. Webster 
M.J. Edgar 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
D.G. Rodger 
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1964 
REEVE 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H.J. Wood 
T.L. Tapp 
C.H. Webster 
M.J. Edgar 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
D.G. Rodger 

1965 
REEVE 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H.J. Wood 
T.L. Tapp 
C.H. Webster 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
D.G. Rodger, November 30, 1965 
H.M. May, December 1965 

1966 
REEVE 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H .. J. Wood 
T.L. Tapp 
C.H. Webster 
M.J. Edgar 

SECRETAR Y-TREAS. 
H.M. May 

1967 
REEVE 

H.C. Odell 
COUNCILLORS 

W.T. Manser 
G.A. Grieve 
H.J. Wood 
T.A. Kerr 
M.J. Edgar 
C.H. Webster 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
H.M. May 
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1968 
REEVE 

M.J. Edgar 
COUNCILLORS 

C.H. Webster 
E.A. Sawyer 
G.A. Grieve 
T.A. Kerr 
W.J. Ruddick 
G.C. Shepherd 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
H.M. May 

1S69 
REEVE 

M.J. Edgar 
COUNCILLORS 

C.H. Webster 
E.A. Sawyer 
G.A. Grieve 
T.A. Kerr 
W .J. Ruddick 
J.C. Shepherd 

SECRETARY-TREAS. 
H.M. May 

1970 
REEVE 

M.J. Edgar 
COUNCILLORS 

C.H. Webster 
E.A. Sawyer 
G.A. Grieve 
T.A. Kerr 
W .J. Ruddick 
J.C. Shepherd 

SECRET AR Y-TREAS. 
H.M. May 
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1970 Council. 
Back row, left to right: G.A. Grieve, W.J. Ruddick, T.A. Kerr, J. C. Shepherd, E.A. 
Sawyer. 
Front row, left to right: H.M. May, secretary-treasurer, M.J. Edgar, reeve, C.H. 
Webster, deputy reeve. 

WALLACE COUNCIL 

Wallace Council has the same members of staff as Virden Council-in 
the Office. In the field, the foreman from 1958 to 1968 was T.A. Greig who 
started in 1951-1968 and after his retirement, Norris Longman became fore
man from 1968-1970. The operators of road maintenance equipment are: 

Ab Bickerton Stewart Clarke Herman Roach 
Thomas Smailes - was appointed a fourth operator in 1967. 
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TELEPHONES 

Doug Gray- now with Manitoba Telephone System, served the 
municipality for 38 years until April, 1970. 

Jack Younge joined this staff in 1965-1970. 

Mr. and Mrs. D.A. Gray. Retirement from Wallace Telephone System April, 1970. 
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USINESS CHANGES 

"But Times do change and move continually"- Spenser 

Seventh Avenue 

Nelson Street 

TRANSPORTATION AND TRUCKING 

Fontana's Trucking Ltd. 
Mr. Ross Fontana purchased this business from Fowler and Son in 

1959. Ross transports heavy oil field equipment; other freight as well. 
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Anderson's Gravel Hauling 
Mr. Wes Anderson purchased this business from Alex Penny in 1963. 

Gravel hauling and general trucking. 

Chapman Trucking Ltd. 
Mr. Chapman started out in the fall of 1964, buying trucks that were 

formerly owned by Mr. Reg Hollamby. Jack has a steamer truck; also other 
trucks for general trucking and water hauling. 

Lambert Trucking 
Mr. Jim Lambert began gravel and excavating in Virden July, 1964. 

Lenton's Trucking 
John Lenton started in 1956, first working with partners, then in 

1961 purchased trucks from E. Mullen. P.S.V. license for oil hauling from 
Kirkella and Virden area. 

In 1963 he acquired trucks from J. Neufield. In 1964 John became 
sole owner of this firm. He worked for some time from Evans Texaco and fi
nally locating in 1966 at Highway Texaco. John now has radio-equipped trucks. 

Oil Enterprises 
Now owned by Great Northern Oils, original owner Mr. Peter 

Romaniuk. The firm Pete's Hauling purchased Oil Enterprises and went on to 
build the Golden Arrow. Mr. Romaniuk also leased for ten years the building 
owned by Trans Prairie Pipe Line. 

FUR BUSINESS 

Chinchilla raising can be a rewarding hobby. Started in Virden in 
1966, Cla-Mar Chinchilla was owned by Messrs. Claude Poston and Marvin 
Hannem. They have already won some honor, having won the show champion
ship in Brandon in 1968. 

UNDERTAKING 

-Carscadden, G.R. 
-An old family business, now owned by Mrs. Roy Carscadden. Roy 

passed away May, 1959. Peter, son of Mrs. Carscadden and the late Mr. 
Carscadden received his embalmer's license in 1963. Mr. Gerald Gatey obtained 
his license in January 1967. 

-Assisting Mrs. Carscadden are Peter, Messrs. Gatey, J. Meggison and 
J. White. 

-A beautiful new funeral parlor was built in 1967, giving Virden a 
completely modern undertaking service. 
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MACHINE SHOPS 

Grant's Welding and Machine Ltd. 
Grant moved into his new building and new location on King Street 

the fall of 1967. Mr. Grant Norsworthy the owner. 

B.N. Watson Ltd. 
Buster started in Virden in November 1954. Mr. Watson has worked 

in the Daly and Scallion fields doing pipeline welding. He also services oil fields. 

King's Welding 
Mr. King started on his own February 1966, and moved to the present 

location in the fall of the same year. 

OIL COMPANIES 

Mr. John Clarke is in a new building that Jim Leckie built and Mr. 
Clarke is leasing same from Jim Leckie and carrying on business under the name 
of South Central Developments Ltd. 

UPHOLSTERY 

Mr. Adam Yochim started upholstering in 1961 in the building previous
ly occupied by Manitoba Dairy and Poultry Co-operative. In 1965 he moved to 
new building jointly owned by Jim Leckie and himself and is still in the same 
building, part of which is leased to John Clarke. 

VIRDEN HOBBY SHOP 

Located on 7th Avenue, opened its doors for business March, 1962, 
owned by Mr. Robert Mahoney. 

VICTORIA TOBACCO AND Gl FT SHOP 

An old family business, now operated by Steve Forster, He purchased 
the business from his father, Charles, in April, 1965. 

LIQUOR BUSINESS 

The Liquor Control Commission opened its brand new premises July 
22, 1957 under the management of Mr. Ed. Smith and assisted by Mr. John 
Mcintosh. 

BEAUTY SHOPS 

Bea's Beauty Shop started in Virden August 1963. The owner, Mrs .. 
Oliver Williams. 
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HARRIET'S MAGIC MIRROR 

Opened up on 7th Avenue in 1961. She moved to new location on 
Nelson and Eight Avenue in December 1969. The building was built in 1967 
by Mr. Stacey and Don Wedow's Music Centre located in the building until 
Mr. Wedow moved to Thompson. 

NU ART BEAUTY SALON 

Mrs. Haight did hairdressing until 1961. There have been several 
other girls hairdressing in this location and the present manageress is Mrs. 
Heather Beltz. 

MURIEL'S BEAUTY BAR 

Opened in 1960 until 1962 by Lucille Deleau (now Lucille Tolaini). 
From 1962 until1970 Muriel's Beauty Bar has operated in part of the I.O.O.F. 
Hall. 

DON WEDOW MUSIC CENTRE 

Mr. Stacey built new building and Don Wedow started in 1967. Buster 
Watson bought building in 1968 and sold to Harriet's Magic Mirror in 
December 1969. Mr. Case has part of the building as Al's TV and Radio 
Service. 

There has been no recent change in location or management of the 
Sl LHOUETTE HAIRDRESSING, owned and operated by Esther Kyte since 
1945, first located on 7th Avenue, and moved to its present location, 275 W. 
Nelson Street, in 1949. The year 1945 was the year of the "Victory Roll 
Hairdo". 

INSURANCE, REAL ESTATE 

Reid Agencies, owned by D.J. Reid, sold out to Peter J. Morris, 
February 1, 1967. Peter has expanded this business and it now includes 
H. & R. Block Income Tax Preparation. 

Andrew Agencies Ltd. 
Mr. Vern Andrew passed away in 1961 and his son, Robert Andrew, 

took over the business. 

JEWELLERY 

In August, 1967 Timm's Jewellery Ltd., owned by Mrs. Russell 
Timms, was sold to her only son, Sanford. 
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LAUI\IDRI ES 

M. & R. Laundra Mat was officially opened for business in August, 
1968. The owners, Mr. Ed Lowden and Mr. Marvin Hannem. In the spring of 
1969 they purchased the Launderama from Mr. Emil Hoffman. This building 
was moved to the site of the new laundry and joined in making a spacious 
place to dry clean and to do one's laundry. 

Larry's Dry Cleaning, formerly owned by Larry Fontana, was sold to 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Good. 

OPTOMETRIST 

Roy Brown, optometrist, moved from over Timms Jewellery Store in 
1965. Bought McBain Block in 1965. He renovated the building and has a mod
ern office and rents part of the building to Dr. H. P. Stockton, Dentist. 

SHOE REPAIR SHOPS 

Bob's Shoe Repair 
This shop opened May, 1968 on Queen Street and Robert CampbeH 

owner. 

Oliver's Shoe Repair 
This shoe repair shop is located on Wellington East and opened in 

January, 1964. 

CLAR'S CONSTRUCTION 

Another builder for Virden, Clarence Gabrielle, started here in 1968. 
Builder of homes and cabinet work. During Virden's 75th anniversary, we held 
a contest to see who could sell the most souvenir buttons. One of the prizes 
was a bicycle, which Clarence won. 

HARVEY GABRIELLE 

Harvey, started in the building trade in our community in June 1969. 
He also does all types of construction. 

MARCEL CHACUI\l 

Mr. Chacun, another newcomer to build for Virden. Marcel started in 
January 1968. 
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JOHI\I MOSHEI\IKO 

Mr. Moshenko, also willing to build for our town. John has specialized 
in cabinet work. 

PERRIN CONSTRUCTION 

This business is no longer located in Virden. While here, they intro
duced the Nelson Homes to the area. 

JAKE WARKENTIN 

Mr. Warkentin came to Virden in June, 1962. He has built the Virden 
Motel, Kent Garage and Dave's Electric. Mr. Warkentin also does cabinet work. 

ROY HEAMAN 

Mr. Heaman has also been a Nelson Home builder. Roy built the 
Raymond Apartments. 

BUILDING MOVERS 

Mr. Clement Chacun takes care of all buildings to be moved. Any 
size to any location. 

CLOTHING STORES 

Virden Fashion Shop Limited moved into their new location on 7th 
Avenue on the 8th of September, 1965. 

Doherty's Dress Shop, purchased by Mrs. George Nugent May 15, 
19691, now known as Evelyn's Ladies' Wear. 

Stedman's Store, new to Virden, first located on Nelson Street and 
moved into their new premises on 7th Avenue, August 17, 1969. Mr. Vanny 
Hellman, owner. 

Donaldson's Clothing, sold to Glen Fowler and Frank Brown in 
1965. Glen sold out to Frank, latter part of 1966. On February 1, 1970, Guy 
Longman purchased the business, Brown's of Virden, Men's and Boys' Wear. 

McDougall's Clothing Limited, sold in 1967 (July) to Raymond 
Gallant. Raymond also took over the McDougall Department Store, this being 
a new enterprise which was opened in 1965. The Department Store, located 
in the Mid-Town Block (known as the old Dely Block), which was purchased 
by Thomas Enterprises in 1965. 
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Sangster's Men's and Boys' Wear. Mr. Sangster bought out Rothnie 
& Reid in 1965 and has a clothing store in one-half and rents the other half to 
I.G.A. 

Robinson Stores. Mr. Petch was manager of Robinson Stores until 
his death in 1962. The store was moved to its present location. On Mr. Petch's 
death, Mr. Ray Gallant was manager untill967. Mr. John Barr was manager 
for a short time and then Mr. Ken Marsh came in 1969 and has been manager 
since that time. 

HYDRO 

With Virden being one of the major western Manitoba load centres, 
it was decided to make it the focal point of a separate supply system with a 
diesel-operated plant and a network of lines reaching outwards from Virden, 
to serve the surrounding villages and farms. The capital cost required to estab
lish a diesel station at Virden was $109,000, considerably less than a line ex
tension from Portage la Prairie. The same scheme was planned for the load 
centre of Minnedosa with the intention of tieing these two separate systems 
to the hydro-electric system network when the possibility arose of securing 
the City of Brandon and customer revenue growth became of a size which 
would justify a large capital outlay for transmission. 

CONSUMER STATISTICS- TOWN OF VIRDEN 

Service date (Diesel) 
Number of Consumers 
Total yearly Kwhrs. 
Yearly kwhrs. per consumer 
Average rate per kwhr. 

Prior 
to Hydro 
March 1921 

113 
140,000 

1,238 
17.0/! 

August 1931 (Hydro) 
1,447 

18,240,000 
12,605 

1.6i: 

Increase 
(Decrease) 

13 times 
130 times 

10 times 
(89.0%) 

CONSUMER STATISTICS- TOWN OF VIRDEN 

1956/57 1969/70 Increase 

Number of Consumers 952 
Total yearly kwhrs. consumed 6,646,341 
Yearly kwhrs. per consumer 6,981 
Average rate per kwhr. 2.6i: 

1,447 
18,240,000 

12,605 
l.6t 

Decrease 
11h times 
2.7 times 
1.8 times 
(38.0%) 

AUTOMOBILES AND RELATED SERVICES 

We have seen many changes in the automobile since 1957. Probably 
some of the most noteworthy would be air conditioning; the choice of a climate
controlled car stereo music to please the ear. Puncture-proof tires; also the 
studded tire for winter driving. 

One of the older established businesses, C. E. Stendal Motors, sold to 
Paul Stewart in July, 1965. Now under the name of Stewart Chrysler Plymouth 
Ltd. Paul also leases land from the C.P.R. 
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Another old business, H.O. Fowler & Sons, sold to Mr. Hugh Larkin 
and Mr. Burns Chisholm in 1963, now called Virden Motor Products. Mr. Hugh 
Larkin the owner, Chevrolet and Oldsmobile. 

Mr. Chisolm moved down the street to join Thomas Motors Ltd. as a 
partner in July, 1966. 

Thomas Motors opened their Car-0-Sell across the street in 1968. 

In 1962 Mr. W. Marshall, then owner of Marshall Motors, sold to Mr. 
Ken Seafoot and Mr. Paul Stewart. In 1965 Mr. Seafoot became sole owner. 
This establishment now called S. & S. Mercury Sales Ltd. 

The Nield Bros. were here in Virden prior to 1957. They have been on 
the move. From the highway, they located in two different spots on 7th 
Avenue in the year 1957. In January 1968 they officially opened their new ga
rage on King Street. Raymond, son of Andy Nield, became a minority share
holder in 1969. 

Automotive Supply Ltd. officially opened January 1962, under the 
ownership of Mr. Willis Moore. This was a much-needed business for Virden. 

Springer Tire Service Ltd., under the ownership of Mr. David Springer, 
was opened March 1964. This was purchased from Mr. Al Thompson. 

Virden Radiator Service under new ownership. Purchased by Mr. Lyle 
Hall in 1965. 

Virden Car Wash Ltd., a new business officially opened July 17, 1967, 
under the ownership of Mr. Symington Gerrand. 

Smith's Steering Service. This is a new service, opened on King Street 
June, 1964, owned by Mr. Glen Smith. 

Virden Triangle Service. This was purchased by Doug Rannie and Alvin 
Hall, from Mr. Harold Ladder in February, 1969. 

Virden Auto Body is another service. 

SERVICE STATIONS 

Tom's Golden Arrow Service, No. 1 Highway, Virden. Formerly known 
as "Golden Arrow Service and Restaurant", operated by Mr. Henry Benkendorf. 
This business was purchased by Thomas H. Smith (Saskatoon) on October 7, 
1963. The Smith family had previously resided in Virden, 1953-1960. The 
Service Station and Restaurant was operated by the Smiths until May, 1964 
when the restaurant was leased to Mrs. A.L. (Peggy) Dixon. Both businesses 
are being operated by the above people at present. 

Evans Texaco Service , located on 7th Avenue, changed hands in 1957. 
Mr. Jim Hay buying from Mr. William Burnside. Jim later sold to the present 
owner, Mr. Weldon Evans. 
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Shell Oil of Canada, located on No. l Highway, now under the man
agement of Mr. Hugh Larkin as of August, 1969. Mr. Emil Hoffman former 
agent. 

Imperial Esso, also on No. l Highway, now under new management. 
The agent, Mr. Richard McCullagh, took this over from Mr. Irv. Vince December 
1967. 

Hi-Way Texaco. This was taken over by John Lenton since 1967. 

Gulf of Canada, located on No. 1 Highway has changed agents and 
names many times. Formerly the Anglo Oil, managed from fall of '58- 60, by 
Mr. Claude Poston. This station then amalgamated under the management of 
the late Arthur Reid. Then Fred Warburton took over, followed by George 
Desender. Temporarily managed at present by Mr. Claude Poston, Anglo Oils 
changed to Royalite in 1964, then to Gulf of Canada, 1969. 

BULK OIL 

Mr. Keith Forster took over the agency, The Imperial Oil Bulk Plant, 
from Mr. Harry Bolam in February 1969. A new office also was built in the 
same year. 

Shell Canada Ltd. erected new premises in 1968, the agent Alex Milne. 

PERTH'S STORE 

Perth's came to Virden in 1954 and was run by Mr. White. Then in 
1956 Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Reid came to Virden and opened up the store on the 
corner of Sixth and Nelson. They operated it until1963; then they left in 
September for Victoria, British Columbia. Mr. and Mrs. Doug Anderson from 
The Pas took over in October 1963 and operated it for two years, leaving to re
side in Snow Lake in August 1965. Then Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ashelieder took 
over in September 1965 and left in August 1967 for Redvers, Saskatchewan. 
Then Mrs. Lillian Alexander from Lenore took over and is still operating it. 

Lately Perth's transferred to Guy Longman's Gents Furnishing Store, 
earljer known as Brown's Clothing,. and before that, Bain's Bros. Clothing and 
still earlier, H.D. Crowe's "Busy Corner". 

INTER-CITY GAS 

Negotiations for the supply of natural gas between the Town of 
Virden and Inter-City were completed in 1963. 

Construction was started on the Transmission Line from Miniota and 
the distribution mains for the town in May 1964. 

Twenty-two miles of three-inch line were laid from Miniota to Virden 
at a cost of $190,000. 
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14.8 miles of mains for the distribution system were laid in the town 
at a cost of $112,000. 

Construction was completed by late August 1964 and gas was turned 
on September 3, 1964. 

Customers as of December 1964 
Customers as of December 1969 

154 
500 

Gas Consumption 1964 5,130 MCF (Thousand Cubic Feet) 
Gas Consumption 1969 108,382 MCF 

Average cost of gas in 1964 was $1.05 per MCF as set by negotiation 
with the Town of Virden and the Public Utilities Board. 

In 1969 Inter-City asked the Public Utilities Board for a rate reduction 
for the Town of Virden of 14.5 per cent. This was granted in February 1970, 
bringing the average cost of gas to $0.89 per MCF. 

Service representation for Virden have been A.J. White 196465 and 
W.P. MeN eill1965 to the present. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Virden Photo Studio, 262 Wellington West, closed in March 1970. 

Morris Studios Ltd., located in a part of the Odd Fellows building at 
235 Nelson Street, was officially opened Friday, April24, 1970. 

The studio area has been completely remodelled and tastefully 
decorated. 

VIRDEN CREDIT UNION 

The Virden Credit Union was built in 1961 and officially opened in 
1962. Mr. William Lund was manager and retired in 1968 and his son, John 
Lund, became manager in 1968. 

DERRICK THEATRE 

Terry Yushchyshyn came in 1957 to take over the theatre and still runs 
it. Part of the Theatre was rented to Virden Credit Union in 1959 and to 
E. & J. Decorating Centre in 1967 and they are still there. 

REST ROOM 

Mrs. Gibbings was there before Miss Nolan took over in 1964. 

POST OFFICE- Same 
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Rev. D.B. Sparling 
Rev. Walmsley 
Rev. Billington 

UI\IITED CHURCH 

- 1952- 1959 
-1959-1968 
- 1968 - Present 

BARBER SHOP 

Mr. Rutherford died in 1963 and Jim Leckie (Accountant) moved in 
to Mr. Rutherford's building. In 1966 Roy Stinson (Roy's Barber Shop) moved 
into the building. Mr. Arndt is in the back of Roy's Barber Shop and is a 
Co-operative Insurance salesman. 

Ted's Barber Shop. Same except for Walter Pawlosky left and Lyle 
Stewart came in 1959. 

GROCERIES, MEATS AND BAKE SHOPS 

Austin's Meat Market- Don Austin purchased business from George 
Perrin in 1963 and is present owner. This business is in the Brown Block (for
merly the McBain Block). 

Russ's I.G.A.- Mr. Cathcart is presently manager of I.G.A. which is 
located in the Rothnie and Reid Building now owned by Norman Sangster. 

Albert and Vimy Kerik purchased Ernie's Grocery in April1969. 

Foodmaster- A new store to Virden located on 7th Avenue, offi
cially opened January, 1967 now under the management of Jim Bickerton. 

Grant's I.G.A. Foodliner- Purchased by Grant Galbraith May 1, 1966, 
formerly owned by H.J. McNeil. 

Hi-Way Grocers- Conqergood's Hi-Way Grocery, purchased by Mr. 
Hilton Conquergood in 1968. 

Harry's Pastry Shop- Opened May 1965 on 7th Avenue. The owner 
is Mr. Harry King. Mr. King learned the trade in Germany. 

Solo Stores- Mr. Adams was owner of Solo Stores known as J.W. 
Mitchell Co., and he sold to James Carnegie who closed his business January 1, 
1969. 

ROY BROWN, OPTOMETRIST 

Roy Brown came to Virden June 28, 1949, completed 21 years in 
practice June 28, 1970. 

Virden is 88 years old and there have been two optometrists-George 
Gabel for 35 years, 1913 to 1948. Elapse of one year 1948-1949, no resident 
optometrist. Roy Brown for 21 years 1949-1970. For 56 years out of Virden's 
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history of 88 years there has been a resident optometrist practising to serve the 
citizens of Virden and district. 

Optometrist Office located over Timms Jewellery Store from June 
1949 to December 1965. 

Later bought McBain Block in May 1965, renovated modern office 
space for practice of optometry and dentistry moved in December 1965. 

FARM MACHINERY 

John Deere Plow Co., now under the ownership of Leo Lachance. 
This was a new building on Seventh Avenue built in 1965 by Thomas 
Enterprises. 

Massey-Harris Implement changed hands in December 1963 when Mr. 
Ray Needham and Charles King took over from Cliff Cory. Mr. Needham be· 
came the sole owner in February, 1969, now known as Virden Farm Supplies 
Ltd. 

A new business, the Morris Sales and Services, officially opened, 
January 1967, on No. l Highway. Mr. Albert Gardner is the owner. 

Another new implement business under the ownership of Donald 
Heritage was started March, 1968, and known as Heritage Equipment, located 
on No. 1 Highway. 

International Harvester was taken over by Thomas Motors in October, 
1969. This was formerly under the Runion Farm Equipment Management. 

HARDWARE AND LUMBER 

Though MacLeods has been here prior to 1957, having purchased the 
late Dave Forster building, they added to this. In 1965 an addition was built, 
giving them a lovely store. Mr. Vern Maxwell the present manager. 

The McBain Hardware changed hands in 1960. Mr. Ted Lacey the new 
owner. 

Taylor Lumber Co. was sold in January 1970 to Beaver Lumber. Mr. 
Brian Archer is the manager. 

The building known as Monarch Lumber was purchased by Revelstoke 
Lumber in 1964 and Mr. George Scott is the present manager. 

OILFIELD AI\ID ROAD CONSTRUCTION 

H. and H. Oilfield Construction Ltd. 
Owners Messrs. Fred Hutton and Fred Hellyer. Located on No. l 

Highway. Commenced business April, 1963. 

26 Virden Review 1958 · 1970 



Freisen Bros. Construction 
Incorporated in 1957, now under the ownership of Mr. Art Freisen. 

Pat-Mor Construction 
Messrs. Orville Patterson and Paul Morsky. This operation began 1958. 

Coulter Construction Ltd. 
Commenced business 1959 under the ownership of Mr. Dave Coulter. 

Davies Construction 
Mr. Don Davies began building roads in April, 1956. 

Dickson Construction 
Mr. Ed Dickson started in Virden in 1956. 

Rannies Construction 
Mr. Doug Rannie building roads in Virden in 1954. 

Suddaby Construction 
Mr. D.A. Suddaby, another builder for our town, started in 1966. 

RESTAURANTS 

Mrs. Larry Heintz, manageress of the Keystone Restaurant, located at 
the Shell Oil, No. 1 Highway. This was purchased from Reimer Foods, January 
1970. 

The Tower restaurant, located at the Imperial Oil, No. 1 highway. 
This was opened January, 1970. Mrs. Doreen Dunning the owner. This was 
formerly the Salisbury House 

Fred and Josie's Gulf Restaurant, located at Gulf Oil Station under the 
management of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gunnlaugson. 

Creamee Drive Inn Restaurant was purchased by Mrs. Burns Chisholm 
in Aprill969. Former owners, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Morris. 

Larry's Restaurant, formerly owned by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Read. Pur
chased by Mr. Larry Tough in August, 1965. 

Our two hotels both have dining areas, also mixed drinking. 

Mr. Benkendorf started The Friendly Inn, but was out of the building 
before 1957. He sold the business to six Chinese men. Then Mr. Chan bought 
the building and it was empty until Mr. Hellman took over as Stedman's in 
1966. Mr. Hellman moved to another location and the building is empty at 
present. 
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HOTELS AND MOTELS 

Country Side Inn a lovely new building located on No. 1 highway. It 
was officially opened in July, 1968. Owned by Mr. Bob Cornell and Mr. Bob 
Smith. 

Virden Motel has had a new addition which greatly added to the ac
commodation. Now under the ownership of Mr. and Mrs. Gus Bass. 

Downtown our two hotels have both been renovated. The Tartan 
Room, now part of the Alex Hotel, under the management of Duncan Elliot. 

The Central Hotel, now the Virden Gordon Hotel, under the manage
ment of J.H. Gawthier. Mr. Elliot purchased the hotel from Community Hotels 
in 1963. Addition to building 50' x 30' in 1967. 

QUINN'S CONSTRUCTION 

William Quinn started in the construction business in 1954, was 
joined by Mr. Bill Wright. The firm then became known as Quinn and Wright. 
Many houses were built by this firm, also the agriculture barns located in the 
fair grounds. 

Mr. Wright withdrew from the business in 1969. 

DAVE'S ENTERPRISES LTD. 

Mr. David Pasowysty started in the construction business in Virden 
in 1956. He has built many commercial buildings, to name a few, the R.C.M.P. 
Barracks, Speed Queen Laudramat, Kings-Way Apartments, also 23 homes. 

Dave specializes in cabinet work, also brick laying and stone work. 
Our centennial cairn, constructed of stone, was done by Mr. Pasowysty. The 
removal and reconstruction of the St. Paul's United Church steeple was are
sponsibility that David managed successfully. 

HOFFMAN'S MARINA 

This is a new business, officially opened September 1969. Mr. Emil 
Hoffman is the owner. 

DRUG STORES 

January 1970 saw our oldest established family business change 
hands. Mr. Arnold Geith purchased Higginbotham's Drug Store Ltd. 
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VETERINARIES 

June 1966 saw our veterinarian Dr. D.C. Thompson hand over the 
family business to Dr. C.H. McDougall. Mr. Jim Cope, though 90 years old, 
still helps around the office. 

NURSERY BUSINESS 

Eigler Nurseries, located on No. 1 highway, east of Virden, opened its 
doors in 1965. Mr. Albert Eigler is the owner. 

VIRDEN LAWN AND GARDEN SERVICE 

New business in 1969; owner Larry Heintz 

ELECTRICITY 

A newcomer to this field, Frank's Refrigeration and Electric. Mr. 
Frank White, the owner, started in Virden in 1962. 

Dave's Electric: This business, owned by Mr. David Holstein, opened 
on King Street in August, 1961. 

Cook's Electric: Mr. Cook retired and his son, Ken Cook, and Ernie 
Stevens took over the business in 1967. 

Al's TV and Radio Sales and Service is in the same building as Harriet's 
Magic Mirror. 

Virden Television Ltd.: This store was opened for business in 
December 1954 and carried on in their original premises until May, 1967. In 
1967 they moved to 7th Avenue and expanded into a complete line of house· 
hold furniture. The owners are as follows: Mr. Keith Walker, Mr. Arnold 
Walker and Mr. Ray Bonner. 

I.O.O.F. HALL 

Elmer Burns was in the building until 1958. Then Herb Roth had a 
music store and second hand store. In 1960 there was a partition put in and Les 
Shoemaker was in one half-Insurance-and hairdressers in the other half. The 
half that Mr. Shoemaker had has been closed since 1969. 

FLOWER SHOP 

Brayfield, Doak & Co. occupied the building before 1962 and Mrs. 
Cruickshank (Palmer) bought the store known as Greta's Flower Shop in 1962. 
She sold the Flower Shop in 1965 to Jean Wardman. Joyce Milne is now man
ageress and shop known as Virden Flower Shop. 
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FURNITURE STORE 

Bottomley's Furniture Store, formerly Rosenman's Furniture Store, 
and Mr. McTaggart bought the building under Bottomley's until 1967 when 
Bottomley's bought the building, remodelled same, and Mr. Ackroyd became 
manager in l 96 7. 

PLUMBING AND HEATING 

Cornell Plumbing and Heating came to Virden in 1964 and are still 
operating under same name. They took over the building that Manitoba Dairy 
and Poultry Co-operative occupied. 

BAI\IKS 

Bank of Nova Scotia - Ron Sprague was here until 1958 and then Mr. 
Templeton came. 

Bank of Commerce - Mr. Jeffrey came in 1969 and Mr. Hughes re
tired. Mr. Neil MacPherson was here prior to Mr. Hughes who came in 1958. 

30 

NEWSPAPER 

D.W. McLachlan, Editor, since death of his brother in August, 1969. 

R.i. McLachlan. Editor of the Empire Advance for 23 years, succeeded by brother. 
D. W. Mcl.achlan. in August of /91) 'J. 
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DUNCAN WELCH CONSTRUCTION CO. 

One of the more successful contractors in the Virden area was Duncan 
Welch who started his business in 1947. Having spent all his life in this area and 
being well known by all residents of the district, his business was kept very ac
tive for the first twelve years, erecting town residential buildings and area farm 
dwellings. 

In 1959 the business was incorporated into a private company, 
"Duncan Welch Construction Company Limited", and since that time was 
mostly active with commercial building in and around the town of Virden. 
Some of the most prominent units that were built over the years wa~e~ Highway 
Texaco Service Station, the Virden Water Treatment Plant, Les Draper's Case 
Implements on King Street, Renovations to the Town Council Chambers and 
Municipal Office, Harry's Pastry Shop, Beasley's Texaco Service Station at Oak 
Lake, McDougall's Clothing Store on Seventh Avenue, Virden Recreation Area 
Swimming Pool, Robinson's Variety Store, the United Church Chimes Tower, 
Virden Professional Building Law Offices, Maintenance Work on the Interpro
vincial Pipeline Company buildings at Cromer for several years, the Foodmaster 
Store on Seventh Avenue, the Tartan Hall at the Alexandra Hotel, as well as 
miles of sidewalks, curbs and gutters for the town of Virden. 

When the Sherwood area was being developed, at the end of 1969, 
he had to discontinue the heavy construction work because of health reasons. 

B.P. KENT FLOUR MILLS LTD. 
By A.R. Kent 

Since Virden's seventy-fifth anniversary in 1957, the local mill has pro
gressed steadily to become one of Virden's best-known industries. 

Following the completion of its Russian contracts, the export business 
was gradually phased out and the mill re7erted almost entirely to domestic 
trade. Today the mill's two main brands of flour, "Prairie Dawn" for the store 
trade, and "Salvo" for the Bakers' trade are well known throughout Manitoba 
and eastern Saskatchewan. Another brand is sold extensively throughout the 
north, being distributed by river boat, tractor-train and airplane. 

In 1959 the company invested in a "Daffin" mobile feed unit, to pro
vide an on-the-farm grL11ding and mixing service for the district. 

In 1960 Larry Kent joined his father, A.R. Kent, in the business. 
Shortly thereafter two more Daffin units were added and the service area in
creased to forty miles radius. 

The company now has fifteen full-time employees with good prospects 
for increased business and payroll. 

A small stationary feed plant is operated in conjunction with the mo
bile operation, and a garage and parts depot has been added to the property. 

The office was enlarged to include a small western shop and supplies 
and pharmaceuticals related to the feed business were also added. 
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The company has since become the franchised dealer for Daffin 
Mobile Feed Mills and Parts for the three prairie provinces and British 
Columbia. 

As a Centennial Project, head miller, Kurt Zwolinski, has set up and 
put in operation an old-fashioned stone mill, for the manufacture of stone 
ground whole wheat flour, rye flour, and buckwheat flour. First samples have 
already been taken off and some stone ground products will be on the shelves 
during 1970. 

It maybe of interest to Manitobans that the stones for the project 
were found beside a small stream at Pine River, Manitoba, where they have 
been part of a water power mill back in the pioneer days before the year 1900. 

The stones, weighing some 2,000 pounds, were transferred to Virden; 
sharpening tools were located in U.S.A.,; the drive was imported from Germany. 

In all likelihood, this is the only stone mill operating in the west, and 
probably in Canada, and the company will endeavor to attract some tourist at
tention to this unusual project. 

As part of its current modernization program the company has or
dered five new gyratory sifters which are to be installed this summer. These will 
replace the original Haggenmacher Sifter in use since the mill was built in 1934. 
Further improvements are planned for following years. 

NEW INDUSTRIES 

While serving on town council, John Cock bill and Fred McDougall, 
decided to try to do something about bringing small industry to Virden. 

One year ago they proceeded to start Virden Knitwear Ltd. With the 
help of a former Virdenite, Mr. Dave Martens, they were able to hire Mr. Kurt 
Enss, as production manager. 

Mr. Enss is married, his wife, Betty and children, Barbara and Albert 
will be coming to Virden in the near future. 

Mr. Fred McDougall, president of the company, John Cockbill 
secretary. 

SAFARI CREATIOI\IS 

Mrs. R.M.B. Toews, the owner of this new enterprise. Started in May 
1969, located in the Mid-Town Block. Mrs. Toews specializing in men's acces
sories and custom manufacturing. 
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GEORGE'S ABATTOIR 

This new business started in Virden in 1964, located west of town on 
what is known as the R.J. Jenkins farm. 

A complete processing plant, animals are slaughtered and fully pre
pared for the freezer. All the equipment and buildings are as modern as today. 

As there are not many abattoirs in the country, George's plant brings 
many customers to Virden. 

There are four full-time employees and three part-time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Geroge Perrin are the owners. 

IVIIDWESTERN REDI-IVIIX CONCRETE L TO. 

Bob Dillabough and Bob Smith started business in April of 1967 on a 
partnership basis. It all started one night when we had gone to a dinner at 
Brandon. We had each thought of the same operation, so we put our thoughts 
together and bought equipment to start a small concrete operation. Louie 
Tolaini of Virden Freightways helped out by lending us enough property to 
use until we got land of our own. This was where we operated for the first two 
years. 

In June of 1967 we incorporated and changed the company name from 
Midwestern Ready-Mix Concrete to Midwestern Redi-Mix Concrete Co. Ltd. 

In the spring of 1968 we had purchased property from Mr. Terry 
McLean on the corner of Trans-Canada and No. 257 Highways in the hope of 
erecting a new plant in the near future. That summer we ordered a plant which 
was designed and manufactured by a Manitoba-owned company known as 
Seidel Industries Ltd. of St. Boniface. This plant is now one of the most modern 
of its kind in rural Manitoba. The plant was in steady operation by the spring 
of 1969. The first job with our new plant was the concrete basement floor in 
the new Baptist church in January of 1969. To date we have served areas as far 
as 60 miles away. 

Bob Dillabough is the manager of the company and Mr. Bob Smith is a 
silent partner. He is now living at Kelowna, British Columbia. Mr. Bob Baker 
has been a steady employee since the business started in 1967. 

VI ROEN FREIGHTWAYS L TO. 

On September 1, 1963, Louie Tolaini purchased Coleman's Cartage 
Ltd., formerly owned by Cecil Coleman. This was incorporated into Virden 
Freightways Ltd., which served Virden, Kola, Hargrave and Woodnorth with 
freight and livestock hauling to Winnipeg. 

November 1965, Louis acquired Frances Transfer, serving Elkhorn 
farmers north of No. 1 highway to and from Winnipeg and Brandon. 
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June 1967 Louie headed into success when he bought Fowler's 
Transfer of Virden, formerly owned by Colin Fowler. With the purchase of 
Fowler's Transfer, Virden Freightways gained the privilege of hauling freight 
and livestock to and from Brandon, Alexander, Griswold, Oak Lake, Kola and 
Hargrave. 

In 1967 Bariod of Canada Ltd. sold chemicals to other oil companies 
through Virden Freightways. These chemicals are also trucked from Regina 
and Estevan. For the convenience of the oil companies, cement was sold via 
Virden Freightways. 

In June 1969, Louie purchased the franchise of Crosen Transfer, for
merly owned by Ken Crosen, which services McAuley, Willen, Manson and 
Cromer for freight and livestock to and from Brandon, Winnipeg. There is 
also cattle hauling available from Moosomin and Whitewood. 

On September l, 1969, Louie purchased Beaver Trucking, formerly 
owned by Orest Repka, which haul oil field and construction equipment. 

Louie has now fourteen trucks and fifteen trailers, an office staff of 
three employees part-time, and fifteen full-time. Freight charges are as follows: 
cattle - 571; c.w.t., freight $2.00 per minimum. 

Over the last nine years this business has prospered and is still 
expanding. 

Louie arrived in Virden, at the young age of nineteen. He is the nephew 
of Mrs. Lucy Irving and the late Mr. Eugene Dely. 

THE VIRDEN AUCTION MART CO. LTD. 
By Cec Coleman 

The Virden Auction Mart Co. Ltd. was founded by Mr. Mac McGregor 
of Brandon, Manitoba, as a market for the farmers of the districts to market 
and also see their livestock sold. An organizational meeting was held in January 
1961 with 22 shareholders from Virden districts and the following people elect
ed to the Board of Directors: Andy Nield-President; C.S. Coleman-Vice
President; Mel Heritage-Secretary. Mr. Mac McGregor was hired as General 
Manager and Auctioneer. The first cattle sale was in June, 1961 and held sales 
every Saturday untill967. The day was changed to Wednesday. Mr. James 
Leckie of Virden was General Manager in 1963 and in March 1964 Mr. C.S. 
Coleman was General Manager until January 1, 1969 when the Auction Mart 
was sold to Wilkinson Bros. of Brandon under the management of Mr. Ken 
Wilkinson. With increased volume of livestock, they held two regular sales 
weekly with cattle being sold on Wednesday and hogs on Saturday. The com
pany has approximately 22 employees on sale days and six regular employees. 
This makes The Virden Auction Mart one of Virden's best industries. 
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EIGLER'S NURSERY 
By Mr. Eigler 

In 1964 we left the farm at Woodnorth and moved to our present lo
cation which was then a hayfield along the Trans-Canada Highway. Since then 
we have planted, propagated and grafted so that now we have thousands of or
namental trees, shrubs, evergreens, fruit trees and perennials. With sandy soil 
and an abundant water supply, the nursery is flourishing. It is government
inspected each year. 

Our first greenhouse was set up in 1964 with spring 1965 being our 
first bedding plant season. It was really pioneer-fashioned, being heated with 
an old wood stove. In 1965 a second greenhouse was built and heated with a 
Booker Coal Heater. Since then we have changed to hot water heat, using first 
a coal stoker and now have converted to oil. At first we covered the green
houses each year with plastic, but in 1968 and 1969 remodelled, covering them 
with fiberglass. We began with 960 square feet of growing space and now have 
expanded to 5,200 square feet. A new quonset 42' x 104' is being built this 
spring ( 1970) to grow tomatoes and cucumbers. 

Our first catalogue was published in 1969. 

In 1965 our employees numbered one besides the help of the family. 
Now in peak rush season, we have as many as six besides four of the family 
which work full time. 

The winter months are not lax as we keep the greenhouses heated all 
winter. Many are surprised to see them full of blooming potted plants which 
are sold retail and wholesale, supplying local and distant florists. 

The encouragement and support of our local and surrounding commu
nities has been a great asset in making this a successful enterprise. 
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Pusuc SERVICES 

"Count that day lost where low descending Sun 
Views from thy hand no worthy action done." 

VIRDEN FIRE DEPARTIVIENT 
By Ted Bedford 

Since 1957 there have been 76 fire hydrants installed, bringing the to
tal number to 90 in operation today. 

There has not been too much new equipment purchased, other than 
the necessary items to keep the brigade in top shape, namely hose, lanterns, 
mitts and nozzles. 

We are in the process of obtaining some new dry chemical fire extin
guishers which will cut down on water damage in small house fires. 

There have been a number of homes and business places burned since 
1957: 

1. Mrs. M. Glendinning- home destroyed- no injuries. 
2. J. Lee- home destroyed- one boy lost in fire. 
3. J. Volk- home destroyed- no injuries. 
4. K. Runions - damage to home - two boys injured. 
5. Garry Hatch - home destroyed - no injuries. 
6. Continental Emsco Oil Supply Co. - badly damaged - no injuries. 
7. Oil treaters at country oil batteries. 

Present Enrollment: 
Chief 
Assistant Chief 
Honorary Chief 
Captain No. l Unit 
Captain No. 2 Unit 
Pumpers 
Assistant Pumpers 
Ladders 
Secretary-Treasurer 

L. Fontana 
A.W. Sararas 
B. Lyng 
J. White 
A. Tapp 

-E.L. (Ted) Bedford 
-Ken Cook 
-Jim Hewitt 
-Ross Fontana 
-J. Cockbill 
-B. Edmonds 
-J. Thompson 
-S. Simpson 
-B. Andrew 

G. Ladder 
J. Blair 
G. Beltz 
P. Morris 
R. Gallant 

Ted Bedford was elected as Fire Chief in 1969, having served many 
years on the Virden Fire Brigade. He succeeded Mr. James Hewitt who has 
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been a member of the brigade for thirty-six years. At this annual meeting, Mr. 
Hewitt and Mr. Eveleigh were presented with gold watches. Mr. Fred Sanford 
was also to receive a gold watch as all three gentlemen have rendered valuable 
services for many years. 

A plaque is being sought to list the names of 286 members who have 
served in this department from 1900 to 1970. 

LAW OFFICE 

J.C. Doak came to Virden in the spring of 1953 to practise law with 
H.C.H. Brayfield. Mr. Brayfield retired in 1954 and Mr. Doak took over the 
practice. The same year Mr. J.K. Beatty, a law student, came to practise law 
along with Mr. Doak. Mr. C.W. Buckingham of Brandon joined the firm in 
1955. Mr. Beatty left in 1956 and Mr. Orest Pressy came in 1957. 

Between 1958 and the present, the following changes have taken 
place with respect to the law firms in Virden. 

In the year 1961 Mr. Doak formed a company and built a new office 
now known as the Professional Building. 

Up to the date of the death of A.B. Rutherford in 1963, there were two 
law firms, that of A.B. Rutherford, and Doak, Buckingham & Pressey. After 
the death of A.B. Rutherford, his practice was purchased by Mr. J.C. Doak and 
operated by him in conjunction with his own law practice. From 1963 there 
has been only the one law firm serving the Virden area. There have been many 
changes in the name of the firm and the lawyers in the firm. From 1963 to the 
present, the firm has been known as Doak, Buckingham & Pressey; Doak, 
Buckingham, Pressey & Perlmutter; Doak, Buckingham, Pressey & Coward; 
Doak, Buckingham & Company; Doak, Buckingham, Goliath & Toews; 
Buckingham, Goliath, Toews and Smetlz and Buckingham, Toews & Smeltz. 
During the period 1962 to 1970 the following lawyers who have been associated 
with the firm have left to take other positions: 

James Crosland Doak 
Frederick Coward 
Frank Lawrence 

Wallace V. Goliath 
Orest Pressey 
Sydney Perlmutter 

Mr. Doak was senior member of the firm since the departure of Mr. 
Brayfield about the time of the early oil discoveries in this area. Mr. and Mrs. 
Doak have served the community well and will be missed. 

VIRDEN BAND 
By Lyle Pateman 

The first official meeting of the newly constituted Virden Band was 
held on May 2, 1961, with many interested members, spearheading and forming 
the executive. Members were: H. Berry, L. Gabrielle, W. Cox, R. Colli, J. 
Leckie, G. Johnson, C. Hutchison, L. Pateman, with L. Chapple as bandmaster. 
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The Virden Legion donated instruments of the disbanded Junior Band. 
The Town of Virden donated instruments of the old Virden Citizens Band. 
With donations from various organizations, service clubs and individuals, uni
forms were purchased for 27 band members and three majorettes at a cost of 
$1,995.80. 

Various concerts, street performances have been held at Virden, 
Brandon, Souris, Oak Lake, Elkhorn, Stonewall, Reston, Carberry, Maryfield, 
St. Claude, Boissevain, Neepawa, Deloraine, Miniota, Clear Lake, Kenosee Lake. 

All performances were well received. Many highlight performances 
were as follows: Estevan Band Day, May 1965 and 1966; Minot Band Day, 
May 1965; Ninette Agriculture Fair, June 1966, and each year since. 

In July 1967 a total of 47 band members and 50 band supporters trav
elled by train to Montreal to attend Expo 67. The Virden Band was honored by 
performing at Expo for four dates and on their return they presented a concert 
on Parliament Hill at Ottawa. Many pleasant memories are of how highly the 
band performed and conducted itself as a representative of Virden, the town 
and the community. 

Another highlight was Moose Jaw Band Festival in May 1968. The 
band placed third in "C" competition. 

Neepawa Band Festival was the highlight of 1969. 

Special mention is given to the majorette corps which was always so 
well received by the public. High placings in baton competitions in various cen
tres proved the fine quality of their performances of which the band and com
munity are very proud. 

This year, Manitoba Centennial, will be another busy year for the band. 
The highlight of 1970 will be performing as the honor band at the Morris 
Stampede and Rodeo, July 22- 27. The R.C.M.P. Musical Ride is also to be in 
attendance for that week at Morris. 

AVIATION 
By Mrs. Vera Leckie 

Since 1956 when the Virden Flying Club became incorporated as 
Virden Aviation Limited, it has been owned and operated by Mack Leckie. 

Hundreds of students from Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British 
Columbia have been trained and received their Private Pilot's Licence, and 
many their Commercial Pilot's Licence. 

A shop was built, where maintenance overhaul and re-building aircraft 
is carried on under the direction of the engineer, E.W. Brownlie. 

Pipeline patrol, hydro patrol, charter work and sale of new and used 
aircraft are other phases of this operation. 
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R.C.M.P. 
By No Contributors 

Mrs. Clingan's story records that Mr. Bolton, our one policeman, held 
office for forty-three years. During that time, few criminals were apprehended, 
so he gave his time to checking licenses, enforcing regulations concerning nui
sances and health. 

Again we record changes. Our present R.C.M.P. detachment now 
numbers twelve men fully Qualified graduates, as there is No training school 
here. The working detachment gives continuous twenty-four hour service. 
Four men are detailed for duty in town, four men for highway patrol, and four 
men for rural service. This would seem an adequate coverage. 

A new Police Barracks was built in the summer of 1965. The ribbon 
was cut by Morris McGregor, MLA, to officially open the barracks on November 
3 of the same year. Mayor H.J. McNeill, Inspector J.C.E. Murray and Reeve 
H.C. Odell were also present for the occasion. 

THE VIRDEN CEMETERY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
By Mrs. D.S. Whiteford 

In 1968 Mrs. Emma Powers erected a new gate at the entrance of 
Virden Cemetery in memory of her late husband, Mr. D'Alton Power. It made 
such an improvement to the entrance that the Cemetery Association decided 
to erect two more gates as their 1970 Centennial Project. 

Virden Cemetery 
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A committee was formed, consisting of Mrs. Don Whiteford, Mr. Cecil 
Coleman, Mrs. Aubrey Lawrence, Mr. Grant Galbraith and Mrs. Robert 
Chapman. The work of acquiring names and addresses of next-of-kin of the 
deceased began in January, 1970. Letters were sent out for donations to the 
project. This was met with such overwhelming success that three gates will be 
erected and also a new fence between the gates, to complete the front of the 
cemetery. 

One gate is to be erected by the descendants of Mr. and Mrs. William t 

McDonald, Sr., who were pioneers in the Laggan district in 1881. The other 
two gates and improvements will be done by contributions from relatives and 
friends from all over Canada and the United States, making the Cemetery 
Association Project more than complete. 

G.R. Carscadden Funeral Home 

REST ROOM 

The Virden Rest Room has now been in operation for over 60 years, 
and still renders a very much-appreciated service to the people of Virden and 
surrounding communities and is made use of by many. 

Miss Nellie Nolan is the present Matron and lives in the Rest Room 
building. The room is well looked after. 

40 Virden Review 1958- 1970 



This service is financed by grants from the town and from the 
Municipality of Wallace, contributions from adjoining Community Centres, a 
membership fee of $1.00, interest on the Goulter Bonds, and donations in the 
collection box. 

The present committee in charge is made up of the following people: 

Mrs. Mary Sproat -President Mrs. Roy Read -Vice-President 
Miss Helen Reid - Secretary-Treasurer 
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LACK GOLD 

PARADISE PETROLEUMS LTD. 
December, 1957 to June, 1964 

Local success story on exploration and development 
By John Clarke 

Native and former Virdenites and Manitobans supported Paradise 
Petroleums Ltd. in its exploration and development program in search of oil. 

Paradise Petroleums Ltd. was founded by a handful of local citizens 
headed by John Clarke, a native or home-grown product from the Montgomery 
School District. The company was incorporated at Winnipeg by the law firm, 
Darcy, Irving and Beatty. Mr. Beatty gained his oil knwwledge when practising 
with the Doak, Buckingham Company in Virden. 

The first venture was purely speculative with the first well flowing 
clean oil at a rate of about 15 barrels per hour on test. The rig was promptly 
skidded over to the next location and a second well spud in. Before the second 
well was half-way down to the supposed oil formation, the first well was 90 per 
cent water. The second well also flowed clean oil on test but only for a short 
time, when it also went to water. 

At this stage, our small group of private investors were in to the tune 
of about $70,000.00 with the original capital used upon these two wells. We 
were faced with one of two choices; No. l being to borrow more money and 
try again and, No. 2 being to fold the company and admit defeat. 

John had obtained a farmout of one-quarter section south of the 
Routledge field. This was obtained from the Canadian Pacific Railway on 
farmout terms that almost appeared prohibitive in view of the fact that we 
would be offsetting a dry well location and would have to drill a well every 
three months to earn the parcel. 

A directors' meeting was called and the directors agreed to act as per
sonal guarantors for Paradise to borrow sufficient money to drill the first well 
on the CPR farmout. 

The venture was successful. More farmouts were taken and the com
pany continued to expand from what should be termed as an idea to a thrifty 
million dollar oil-producing company. 

. Apart from a couple of wildcat ventures that were dry, Paradise en-
JOyed tremendous success ratio on the wells drilled. Production increased con
sistently over the years until it was sold in June, 1964 to Bralorne Pioneer 
Mines Ltd. of Vancouver, British Columbia. Further drilling saw the daily pro
duction increase to more than 900 barrels per day. 
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The key personel and principal backers were the families of John 
Clarke, John Higginbotham, Vern Andrew, John Younge, Henry Henuset and 
Buster Watson. 

Steve Hegion was a contract Petroleum Engineer with Don Henderson, 
Bob Clarke and Gerry Flecknor handling the production and field maintenance. 

The name "Paradise" originated when John Clarke was explaining his 
plans for a company to be formed to Ralph Atkinson, an independent con
sultant. Manitoba and its potential role was discussed and Mr. Atkinson said 
the idea sounds good and Manitoba is a small man's paradise. Thus the name 
was selected and approved by the Companies Branch. 

The name "Paradise Petroleums Ltd." became very well known among 
the major oil companies operating in Manitoba. Farmouts were taken from 
The California Standard Company, now Chevron Standard, Imperial Oil Limited 
and Canadian Pacific Oil and Gas, resulting in at least two discoveries plus three 
field extension discoveries with each area being expanded through drilling. Mr. 
Clarke reports that the major companies dealt with were most co-operative and 
helpful to the growth and success of Paradise, recalling one instance where the 
Farmor, who always insists on the Farmee carrying a $500,000 performance 
bond, agreed that the money used for the cost of the bond would be better 
spent on coring and testing of the test well. No bond was posted; the well was 
successful, and the area since developed. The word of Paradise was as good as its 
bond. The policy of Paradise was to operate in a manner becoming to the in
dustry. Each director and shareholder was fully aware of the plans of the com
pany and they were also certain that, if the company did go broke, it would be 
with the bells ringing, the flags flying, and they would not owe a dime. 

We had very difficult situations to surmount during the first three 
years, eventually earning the confidence of the banks, the oil companies, the oil 
industry, the drilling companies, as well as the supply houses. 

A substantial portion of the credit for the success of Paradise should be 
directed to major companies holding leases and farming them out on reasonable 
terms, to the drilling and supply and service companies, the banking institutions, 
the mineral and land owners who were most co-operative and last but not least, 
the department members of the Manitoba Mines Branch who were always cour
teous and obliging throughout the several-year history of the company. 

The name Paradise is still recognized as one of the top producers out of 
the more than thirty companies operating in Manitoba. 

Paradise was basically a Manitoba company. It enjoyed the full sup
port of the shareholders, each being equally responsible for its success story be
cause of their continued loyalty to the company. 

Shareholders' meetings were scheduled semi-annually. The attendance 
at the meetings was right at the 100 per cent level for each meeting, an appre
ciated accomplished feat for any company. 

An approprirate heading for the Paradise Petroleums Ltd. story could 
be: "Virdenites Write Success Story Chapter in the History of Virden". 
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Paradise Petroleums Ltd. was formed December 13, 1957 and sold to 
Bralorne Pioneer Mines of Vancouver on June 1, 1964, having grown from an 
idea to a million dollar company. 

CHEVRON 
By Lindsay Brown 

During the past few years, drilling and development activity has sub
sided and given way to the phase of operation in which production problems 
predominate. Large amounts of salt water are associated with the oil produc
tion in most Manitoba wells. The salt water must be separated from the crude 
oil and disposed of to subsurface formations. Workovers and recompletions are 
required at many wells to maintain productivity as a result of the problem aris
ing from salt water production. 

By the late 1950's, in spite of an increase in the number of producing 
wells, the oil fields were being operated under natural depletion and field pro· 
duction began to decline. The 1957 production of 16,000 barrels per day had 
decreased to 10,300 barrels per day in 1963. In order to sustain production and 
improve the ultimate recovery of crude oil reserves, oil companies with operating 
interests in major fields in the area agreed to unite their interests for assisted re· 
covery operations. The era of the waterflood had arrived. 

Waterflooding is a process whereby water is forced into the pores of the 
rock containing oil in order to flush the oil from the rock pores into the well 
bore. Most of the major oil fields around Virden are now being produced under 
unitized waterflood agreements, which is primarily responsible for the increase 
in production since 1963. By 1969 the crude oil production had increased to 
17,000 barrels per day and cumulative oil production to the end of 1969 is in 
excess of 79,000,000 barrels. 

There are approximately 900 oilwells presently capable of production. 
The major field is the North Virden Scallion field which lies immediately north 
of the Town of Virden. This field contains over 220 producing wells and pro
duces about 7,900 barrels of oil per day. The second largest field, Virden 
Roselea, lies partially under the Virden townsite, contains about 220 producing 
wells, and produces 4,100 barrels of oil per day. The third largest field is the 
Daly field in which the province's first oil well was located. It contains about 
130 wells and presently produces about 1,500 barrels per day. 

44 Virden Review1958- 1970 



l:IODGES 

"The greatest of these is Love." 

VI RDEI\1 LODGE, No. 13, I.O.O.F. 

ODDFELLOWS HISTORY 
By 

Duncan Welch 
Gordon Grose 

lawrence McDougall 

Virden Lodge No. 13, O.O.O.F., which was instituted in Virden in 1888, 
has maintained a membership of about seventy members ever since. New mem
bers who join the Lodge are made acquainted with our work for our fellowman, 
when they receive the Three Degrees of Friendship, Love and Truth. They also 
pledge themselves to visit the sick, relieve the distressed, bury the dead, and to 
educate the orphan, and learn that our main objective is the uplift of the char
acter of mankind. The Oddfellow Lodges have been known throughout the 
world as being responsible for the starting of homes for orphans and Senior 
Citizens. They have a pattern, and made other people and government officials 
interested, and aware of the need for this sort of care. 

February 18, 1957, a committee was formed in Virden Lodge No. 13, 
I.O.O.F., consisting of Bro. Fred McDonald and Bro. Lawrence McDougall, who 
were instructed to gather what information they could, to see if it was at all 
possible to build a Senior Citizens Home in Virden. Information was obtained 
from other operating homes in Manitoba, and from various government repre
sentatives in this regard, and on May the 8th, 1957, a public meeting was held 
in Virden, at which a steering committee was formed. The end result of this 
venture was the building of the beautiful Sherwood Home in Virden. 

For many years our Lodge has contributed annually to the education 
of our youth through the United Nations Pilgrimage, and in the summer of 
1958, Bill Godolphin of Virden was chosen as one of the five students from 
Manitoba to take the bus trip to New York to attend the United Nations As
sembly. These students are chosen on a point system, which is arrived at by 
totalling their academic standing, their work in their church, and interest the stu
dent has taken in community projects that are available. 

At the Grand Lodge session in March of 1959, Bro. Duncan Welch of 
Virden Lodge was appointed to the office of Grand Guardian. He continued 
on through the elected chairs of Grand Lodge until he reached the highest of
fice that is attainable in Manitoba, and presided as the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Manitoba in 1963. This is the only time on record that Virden 
Lodge has been honored by having a local member holding this high office. 
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In July of 1961, we set up a playground between Eighth and Ninth 
Street on the south side of the C.N.R. tracks, maintained by the Lodge mem
bers, and enjoyed by the youngsters that lived in the area, until the Virden 
School took over the property to build the Junior High School. The equip
ment was then set up at the side of the Youth Training Centre of Virden, where 
it is still enjoyed by many youngsters. 

Over the years the Lodge has contributed annually to the Virden 
Collegiate Scholarship Fund, and when the new Virden Hospital was completed, 
we contributed to the Ambulance Fund, the Electrical Standby Plant, and the 
Heart Monitor Machine. We also installed a stop clock in the new Virden Arena 
soon after it was built and put into operation. In conjunction with the Sisters 
of Crocus Rebekah Lodge No. 8, of Virden, we have furnished, and maintained 
a ward in the old hospotal, since it was built in 1910, till the completion of 
the new hospital, and at that time furnished a ward there too. The lodges fur
nished a room in the Sherwood Home, and the Merry Manor Home when they 
began operations. From 1965 to 1969, the two lodges have canvassed the town 
and area for the March of Dimes, the proceeds of which went to assist the crip 
pled children of Manitoba, and during this period sent in a total amount of 
$6,317.00 for this very worthwhile project. 

In 1968 the Lodges installed an air conditioner in their ward in the 
Virden Hospital, and in 1969, started on an annual campaign of the testing of 
eyes, for children aged four to seven :J'ears, for a weakness in the eyes called 
Ambliopia. This project has the support of the local health unit. 

Virden Lodge No. 13, l.O.O.F. celebrated its 75th anniversary on 
November 27, 1963, and 130 members and visitors enjoyed the banquet 
served, and the birthday cake that was cut by the Noble Grands of the two 
lodges at that time, Sister Dorothy Paul, and Brother Norman Welch. During 
recent years, the Lodge has presented Brother Arnold Bain, and Bro. Herb 
Hand with their 45-Year Jewels, and Bro. Bill Cheavins, Bro. J.H. Lougran, 
Bro. M.E. Murray, Bro. Fred McDonald and Bro. Tom Nelson with their 
55-Year Membership Jewels. 

The present officers, in this our Manitoba Centennial Year, are: 
Nobel Grand, Bro. George Perrin; Junior Past Noble Grand, Bro. Walter Pearn; 
Vice-Grand, Bro. Cecil Williams; Recording Secretary, Bro. Ken Runions; 
Financial Secretary, Bro. Duncan Welch, Treasurer; Bro. Norman Welch, 
Chaplain, Bro. Roy Pearn; Warden, Bro. Jim Hewitt; Conductor; Bro. Ted 
Treliving; R.S.N.G., Bro. Gordon Grose; L.S.N.G., Bro. Eugene Campion; 
R.S.G.C., Bro. Ernest Campion; L.S.V.G., Bro. Murdo Murray; R.S. Supporter, 
Bro. Brant Ackroyd; L.S. Supporter, Bro. Norman Sangster; Inside Guard, Bro. 
Earl Stinson; Outside Guard, Bro. Harry Stendall. 

From the membership of Virden Lodge, and other lodges close by, 
was formed the next higher branch of our order, Western Encampment No. 9, 
who hold regular meetings in Virden. They also took part in forming Manitoba 
Canton No. 2, a branch of the Patriarchs Militant Order, who are uniformed, 
and serve a semi-military service to the Independent Order of Oddfellows of 
the World. 
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CROCUS REBEKAH LODGE No.8 
By Elfrieda Pollock 

Crocus Rebekah Lodge has been active in all community projects 
throughout its 61 years of service. 

Since institution in 1909, its good works have been legion. A ward in 
the District Hospital was furnished and maintained in conjunction with the 
Oddfellows. Last year ( 1969) an air conditioner was placed in the ward for fur
ther comfort of the patients. The Rebekahs assist with the mending and yearly 
canvass. 

"The Sherwood" and "Merry Manor" also have been helped materially. 
Now the Lodge members are actively working, to help make the proposed nurs
ing home a reality. 

In the fall of 1969, the members worked long and deligently to help 
combat the eye disease "Amblyopia", by holding a clinic in the Mary 
Montgomery and Goulter Schools, in the Oddfellows Room, as well as at Ebor, 
Kola and other outlying districts. The Red Cross, the Virden Cemetery, the 
Institute for the Blind, the March of Dimes, the Children's Aid Society, have 
all been supported and given help. 

Help, both financially and materially, have been given to victims of 
fire, disaster, accidents, etc. 

In 1969 Crocus members celebrated their 60th anniversary with visi
tors from Brandon, Minnedosa, Hartney, Melita, Souris, Lenora and Elkhorn. 

Mrs. N. Roddy, a 60-year member, was honored for her outstanding 
loyalty not only as a member but also her work as musician for over 40 years. 
Mrs. G. Walker, 52-year member, two other veterans, were also honored. Mrs. 
M. Glendinning this year is the District Deputy President. 

Recent officers have been, Miss I. Nelson, Mrs. V. Markey, Mrs. E. 
Heritage, Mrs. D. Paul, Mrs. J. King, Mrs. D. Stewart, Mrs. H. Ladder, Mrs. R. 
Hutchison, Mrs. G. Campion, Mrs. E. Maxwell, Mrs. B. Misener and Mrs. M. 
Ackroyd, all carrying on the good work of Oddfellowship of "Friendship, 
Truth and love." 

COURT OF ELMS 
By Melvin Heritage 

Joslin School was closed duririg the summer of 1963. This school 
had been the meeting place of The Court for many years. The trustees of 
Montgomery School were asked if permission might be granted to hold the 
meetings of our group in their school. The request was granted, and meetings 
were held there until the autumn of 1964 when Montgomery School was closed. 

Fort la Bosse School Board later granted the Court of Elms the right to 
purchase this school and grounds which are used as a meeting place for the 
Court and for the general use of the community. This agreement was completed 
in 1967 and at last Court of Elms has had a hall of its own. · 
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A meeting with representatives of Virden Court and High Court took 
place to discuss amalgamating with Elms. This amalagmation took place and 
Court of Elms now has about one hundred members. 

Prior to this union the Court made substantial donations to The 
Sherwood Home, The Virden Cemetery, Virden Retarded Children's Associa
tion, the Junior Rifle Club and the Cancer Research Fund of the High Court. 

Court of Elms continues the special project "Caretaking Bennett 
Cemetery". Our members continue to support Charitable organizations includ
ing the Canadian Foresters Cancer Research. The duties of our organization are 
not forgotten in times of sickness and bereavement. 

B.P.O. ELKS 
By Mr. Sam Simpson 

Membership increased to 177 members from 1958 to present. June 5, 
1959, mortgage for the first Elks Lodge burned. 1960 P.P.O.E. began sponsoring 
the Cub and Scout movement in Virden and continue to sponsor these clubs 
since that date. Also, began sponsoring a junior ball team and a pee-wee team 
during the year. 

June 15-17, 1961 Virden Lodge hosted the Manitoba Elks Association 
34th annual convention. 

April22, 1963 a new ambulance was purchased by the Elks and 
O.O.R.P. Lodge and donated to the Virden Hospital. 

May 1964, purchased the former Flint Rig Building to be renovated and 
used as a club room. However, because of government regulations, this could 
not be done. The building was partially destroyed by fire in 1970. 

1964, together with the O.O.R.P., initiated a scholarship for the stu
dent with the highest standing in Grade XII. 

1968 developed a children's playground at the fair grounds. 

In 1968 the Elks purchased the former bowling alley building and 
through the efforts of the members, converted same into their new lodge. 
With the renovations made, the lodge now has a building second to none and 
is a centre for many social activities in Virden. Official opening was on 
September 19, 1969. 
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The past Exalted Rulers since 1958 are as follows: 

1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 

Don Henderson 
Walter W elgan 
Tom Kelly 
Arnold Jones 
Lyle Pateman 
George Scott 
Rick Korzenowski 
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Harland Metcalf 1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 

Grady Johnson -Honorary Exalted Ruler 
Glen Smith 
Glen Smith 
Keith Elliott 
Emil Hoffman 

HISTORY OF THE ROYAL PURPLE 
VIRDEN LODGE No. 220 

By Doreen Coleman 

The Order of the Royal Purple of Virden Lodge No. 220 was instituted 
in June 1958. 

The charter members are Emagene Welgan, the first Honored Royal 
Lady, Dorothy Kool, Jessie Guppy, Devona Henderson, Kathy Watson, Bessie 
Kreller, Gertrude Sexsmith, Elizabeth Shoemaker, Doris Metcalf, Mary Nichol, 
Mollie Forester, Annie Cardon, Marilyn Warnick, Evelyne Macdonald, Isabelle 
Gerrier, Jean Storey, Doris Hollomby, Corinne Harley, Jessie France, Ethel 
Collins, Dorothy Manser, Renee Gabrielle and Evelyn Nugent. 

The Order of the Royal Purple are the Auxiliary of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks of Canada. 

Our Principles are Justice, Charity, Sisterly Love, and Fidelity. Our 
objectives are donations being made to charitable organizations. But our main 
objective is the Purple Cross Fund. The purpose of this fund was to be for the 
aid and assistance of any child up to the age of 18, for any purpose whatsoever 
that would aid in that child's welfare, betterment of education or social standing. 

We assisted the Brother Elks with the new ambulance for Virden 
Hospital in 1963. Furnished a room in the Sherwood, gave a donation toward 
the Merry Manor, and to Virden Hospital Equipment. A presentation was made 
to the Brother Elks of their B.P.O.E. Flag in 1967. We also present a $100 schol
arship to Grade XII student with the highest scholastic standing. 

In 1969 we presented the Elks with a $1,000 for their newly dedicated 
hall. 

In 1966-67 Mrs. Kathy Watson was appointed District Deputy for 
District 3A. She also received the same appointment for the term 1969-70. 

Our Past Honored Royal Ladies are from 1958 to 1970: Emegene 
Welgan, Dorothy Kool, Dorothy Scott, Doris Metcalf, Nora Baird, Isabelle 
Misner, Kathy Watson, Vera Bollman, Evelyn Nugent, Ruth McEwen. 

Present Officers of 1969-70 
Honored Royal Lady Doreen Coleman, Secretary Doris Metcalf, 

Treasurer Kathy Watson, Evelyn Nugent, Nora Baird, Ethel Walton, Leona 
Amrstrong, Shirley Gibson, Henrietta Davie, Dorothy Scott, Renee Gabrielle, 
Edna Hoffman, Sadie Norsworthy, Mary Anne Shaeffer. 
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Deaf Detection and Development Program also has been designed to 
implement facilities in Canada for the earliest possible detection of hearing im
pairment in a Canadian child. 

District 3A met here April1, 1970. 

ORANGE LODGE 
By Robert Berry 

The following is a rundown of the activities of the Orange Lodge No. 
1519 Virden since 1957. 

The Worshipful Masters were: 
C. Gall 1957-58 W. Curtis 

J. Curtis 
1965 
1966-67-68 
1969 

C. Workman 1959-60 
R. Berry 1961-62-63-64 R. Gardiner 

Donations have been made to the Senior Citizens Home, and the 
Ambulance Fund. 

1962. 

An annual scholarship is made to the Virden Collegiate. 

Flags were presented to the new Reston and Virden Collegiates in 

A Trophy Cup was presented to the Virden Cadets in 1962. 

Lenore L.O.L. amalgamated with Virden in February 1961. 

EASTERN STAR 
By Mrs. A.A. Hutchinson 

Twelve years in the history of Oakwood Chapter No. 46, Order of the 
Eastern Star, would take us back to the year 1958, when our Chapter was nine 
years old. 

Those first years were busy ones for the 27 Charter members and for 
those who joined their ranks. 

Honor was brought to the Chapter in the second year when Mrs. 
Martin Kinnear of Oak Lake was appointed to the Examining Committee at 
Grand Chapter in Winnipeg. Other honors were many and varied over the years. 
Mrs. Kinnear was a Flag Bearer at Grand Chapter in 1951, and Mrs. Tom Olive 
of Oak Lake Grand Installing Chaplain. In 1952 Mrs. Kinnear was named 
Manitoba's Grand Representative to the State of Illinois in 1958. In 1961 Mr. 
Tom Olive was appointed Assistant Grand Sentinel at Grand Chapter. This same 
year Mrs. C.O. Motheral, Oak Lake, was named Manitoba's Grand Representative 
to the State of Louisiana. Mrs. Helen Elliott of Virden was Manitoba's Grand 
Representative to the Province of Nova Scotia in 1965. In 1968 Mrs. Harry 
McMillan of Virden was named Manitoba's Grand Representative to the State of 
South Dakota. Mr. McMillan and Mrs. Alan Hutchinson of Oak Lake were ap-
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pointed on a committee to plan for an Eastern Star Picnic at the International 
Peace Garden. This same year Mrs. C.O. Motheral was appointed Grand Warder, 
Mrs. A. Hutchinson being her page. 

In 1969 Mrs. and Mrs. C.O. Motheral headed the Peace Garden Picnic 
Committee. 

In 1968 a life membership to Oakwood Chapter was granted to Mrs. 
Sarah Williams, now residing in a nursing home in Winnipeg. 

Each year for the last 12 years a scholarship has been presented to 
the Oak Lake student obtaining the highest mark in Grade XII English. With 
the closing of the high school in Oak Lake, this scholarship is now open to any 
student attending Virden Collegiate. 

Contributions have been made to many charitable organizations such 
as: The Cancer Society, Heart Foundation, March of Dimes, C.N.I.B., 
C.A. & R. Society, and others. Donations are also made to E.S.T.A.R.L., which 
is Eastern Star Training Awards for Religious Leadership. Each year awards 
are made to deserving students at the Grand Chapter Sessions. 

Each year the members of Oakwood Chapter take their turn mending 
at the Virden District Hospital. Also they make cancer pads when there is a 
demand for them. 

Membership now stands at 44 with 22 Oak Lake residents, 13 Virden 
residents and nine non-residents from Winnipeg to Peachland and Thetis Island, 
British Columbia. One non-resident member resides in Kansas, U.S.A. 

Of the original 27 charter members, 16 are still living and active in 
Chapter work. 

LEBANON LODGE No. 43, G.R.M., A.F. & A.M. 

1960·1964 
Applications for membership and much degree work kept the Lodge 

active. R.W. Bro. E.A. Winkler moved to the west coast. He was presented 
with a gift from the Lodge for long and faithful service. Lebanon Lodge was re
quested to conduct the ceremony of laying the cornerstone of the new Colle
giate wing. An emergent meeting of Grand Lodge was held in the Lodge Room, 
Nelson Street, Virden, at 1:30 p.m. on September 28, A.L. 5961, A.D. 1961. 
M.W. Bro. B. Stuart Parker, Grand Master, officiated. The brethren then pro
ceeded to the new wing of the Virden Collegiate Institute, in the Fort la Bosse 
School Division No. 41. Wor. Bro. D.A. Gray, Vice-Chairman of the School 
Division, introduced the Grand Master. M.W. Bro. Parker conducted the cere
mony of Laying the Cornerstone, assisted by the Grand Lodge Officers. Wor. 
Bro. W.J.M. Thompson, MLA, of Elkhorn Lodge, delivered the address. Grand 
Lodge adjourned and re-opened at Oak Lake to perform a similar ceremony. 
R.W. Bro. W.R. Donogh, D.D.G.M. of the Seventh Masonic District, visited 
Lebanon officially. He was accompanied by Wheat City Lodge who exemplified 
the opening in the First Degree in the York rite. Also in 1963 the Five Point 
Club of Shilo exemplified the Third Degree in full dress uniform and precision 
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movements. The installation team of Wor. Bro. G.A. Mooney, A.M. Paul and 
A.A. Megaffin installed the officers of Oak Lake Lodge. Member of Lebanon 
accompanied R.W. Bro. Donogh, D.D.G.M., on his official visit to Fenwick 
Lodge. M.W. Bro. S.H. Dayton honored Lebanon with a visit on March 3, 1964. 
Members of the Lodge noting that 1964 was the 75th anniversary of Lebanon 
Lodge No. 42, the Wor. Master Wor. Bro. E. Alder named committee chairmen 
to organize a fitting recognition of this historic event, keeping in mind that the 
brethren of Lebanon Lodge No. 43 have always tried to observe the three 
grand principles upon which the Order is founded-Brotherly Love, Relief, and 
Truth. 

The Worshipful Masters during these years were R.M. McBain, A.M. 
Brown, J. Zylich, J.H. Ashton and E. Alder. 

1965-1970 
During this period the lodge has continued as in the past with applica

tions and degree works being carried out with a membership of approximately 
105. 

In February 1965 R.W. Bro. C. Moore, P.D.D.G.M., was presented with 
his 50-year medal; he now resides in Victoria, British Columbia. 

A canvass was started throughout Manitoba in 1965 for the new 
Memorial Temple fund, for the purpose of constructing a new lodge temple in 
Winnipeg. This temple has been completed and will be officially opened by 
June 3, 1970 at the Grand Lodge Communications. 

The following brethren that were callled to Grand Lodge above were 
R.W. Bro. Dr. O.S. Ross, W. Bro. Neil Forsyth, Bro. Dalton Power and W. Bro. 
Charlie Kerr, who was a life member of our lodge. 

Bro. W. Stinson of Winnipeg was granted a life membership after 40 
years as a member. 

The members have during this time accompanied the different D.D.G. 
Masters on their official visits throughout the district. They have also taken 
part in the annual district church parades and various curling events. Contribu
tions are made to various charitable organizations and to V.C.I. scholarship 
fund. 

The Worshipful Masters during these years were R.M. McBain, A.M. 
Clarke, George Haight, Art Friesen and Dave Springer for 1969 and again in 
1970. 
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OCIETIES AND CLUBS 

"Every noble deed dieth, if suppressed in Silence." 

VIRDEN CHAMBER 0 F COMMERCE 

Incorporated September 1889 as Virden Board of Trade. Early records are not 
available. 

YEAR 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

RECORD OF PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES 

PRESIDENT 
John A. Caw 
John A. Caw 
John A. Caw 
Thomas A. Morris 
Dave J. Reid 
Dave J. Reid 
A.B. Rutherford 
C.M. McLean 
C.M. McLean 

SECRETARY 
George Clark 
Dr. George Littlejohn 
Dr. George Littlejohn 
Stan W. Bray 
Dave J. Petch 
Dave J. Petch 

? 
W. Campbell 
W.G. Reid 

Name changed to VIRDEN COMMUNITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE at 
meeting of April 5, 1948. 

1949 H.O. Fowler 
A.R. Hales 

W.G. Reid 
C. Moore 

Chamber of Commerce celebrated its 60th Anniversary on November 25, 1949. 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 

R.M. McBain 
R.M. McBain 
J. Stacey 
Don S. Whiteford 
Don S. Whiteford 
Don G. Whiteford 
C.W. Buckingham 
C.W. Buckingham 
C.W. Buckingham 
H.R. Berry 
R. Mills 
S. Hegion 
S. Hegion 
C. Brown 
T. Yushchyshyn 
S. Hegion 
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C. Moore 
C. Moore 
C. Moore 
C. Moore and W.L. Brown 
E. Hamm 
E. Hamm 
E. Hamm 
E.Hamm 
E. Hamm 
E. Hamm 
R. Andrews 
T. Yushchyshyn 
T. Yushchyshyn 
Miss B. Pidluberg 
Miss P. Pidluberg 
Mrs. B. Chisholm 
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Hegion resigned to assume duties as President of Manitoba Chambers of 
Commerce. 

1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 

J. Leckie 
J. Leckie 
Burns Chisholm 
N. Hemstead 
N. Hemstead 
R. Cathcart 

Mrs. B. Chisholm 
Mrs. B. Chisholm 
Mrs. B. Chisholm 
Mrs. B. Chisholm 
Mrs. B. Chisholm 
Mrs. B. Chisholm 

Throughout its history, the Virden Board of Trade, later known as 
Virden Community Chamber of Commerce, was deeply involved in the many 
varied interests and affairs of the Virden community. The untiring efforts of the 
many loyal members over the years led to the realization of the dreams of the 
early settlers in making Virden the beautiful town that it is today. The many 
local improvements which we now enjoy were first conceived and then com
pleted by the Virden Chamber of Commerce. In 1970 the Virden Community 
Chamber of Commerce will have been in existence for 81 years. 

In the early days the chief concern of the then Board of Trade was to 
attract settlers to the district. Later the Board became involved in securing a 
flour mill, a bank, fire hall, a correspondent for the Winnipeg newspapers, ex
tending the long distance telephone from Brandon to Virden, securing a local 
immigration agent, getting branch railway lines built and attending to the many 
other needs of the early residents. Through the efforts of the Board of Trade in 
working with the local businessmen of the day, Virden became the first town, 
west of the Great Lakes, to come under a health by-law under which cattle 
were tested for T.B.; the first town west of the Great Lakes to have a customs 
airport; acquired the best theatre west of Brandon and undoubtedly in western 
Canada. 

During both World Wars the Chamber continued its work in the com
munity assisting immensely with the war efforts in both instances. The follow
ing resolution is found in the records of 1940: 

"Therefore be it resolved: 
That the Officers and members of the Virden Community Board of 

Trade in Special Meeting assembled, do pledge our unanimous and wholehearted 
support to the government in a more rigorous prospecution of the war and to 
that end proposed as follows: 

1. 1. That the Air Training Plan be immediately accelerated. 
2. That the manufacture of aircraft, mechanized equipment, armaments, 

and munitions be increased to the capacity of all plants. 
3. That full-time units be established throughout the country for the 

purpose of home defence, preliminary training and prospective re-enforcements 
for overseas service. 

4. That the formation of Volunteer Defence Units be fostered. 
5. That a compulsory registration of manpower be made. 
6. That the menace of enemy aliens be counteracted. 

And be it further resolved that copies of the foregoing resolution be 
forwarded to the Right Honorable W.L. McKenzie King, M.P., Prime Minister of 
Canada; the Hon. N. Rogers, Minister of National Defence; and to J.E. 
Matthews, M.P. 

54 Virden Review 1958- 1970 



Done and passed this 20th day of May, 1940. 

Other community affairs in the many varied forms and the chamber's 
involvement are duly recorded, such as the oiling of streets within the town (be
fore paving); expression of concern re: farming conditions and the plight of the 
farmer; Safety Lane operation; Stock Yard scale operation; highways; Red Cross 
Blood Clinics; accommodation and entertainment of personnel at Flying School; 
and many others. 

Following the war, the chamber was largely instrumental in rehabilita
tion programs and attending to new problems that arose; such as, housing, re
routing of No. l highway, town waterworks, house numbering, recreation facil
ities and general business development. 

Continuing the records after 1956, up to which time The Virden 
Story recorded the details, the work of the Chamber reads as follows: 

1957 President - C.W. Buckingham 
- Raised funds for burned-out families of the Blakeman Block fire. 
- Banquet to honor Virden Pony baseball team who won the Canadian 

Pony Baseball League. 

1958 President - C. W. Buckingham 
- Raised funds for building swimming pool. 

1959 President - H.R. Berry 
-Started building swimming pool. 
- Study parking problems, downtown. 
- Offered professional and vocational talks to high school students. 
- Studied installation of natural gas and and dial phones. 
-Work started to erect highway signs advertising Virden. 
- Held Industrial Development Meeting with Government. 

1960 President - R. Mills 
- Started weather reporting over CKC Radio and TV. 
-Sponsored visit of Vancouver Junior Band. 

1961 President - S. Hegion 
- Studied and recommended daylight saving time. 
-Worked to include rural members to Chamber of Commerce. 
-Held "Program of Work" seminar on industrial promotion, member· 

ship, etc. 
- Highway signs authorized. 
- Investigated various industrial possiblities. 
-Held joint banquet and meeting with Agricultural Society. 

1962 President-S. Hegion 
-Studied and recommended town taxes and water rates. 
- Highway signs installed. 
- Made study of downtown bicycle parking. 
- Sponsored "get-out-and-vote" campaign. 
- Investigated preparation of Virden brochure. 
-Urged town clean-up; C.P.R. beautification of property and scrap 

iron disposal. 
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- Held advertising campaign refinancing by-law for Senior Citizens' 
home. 

- Participated in Highway 83 Association. 

1963 President - C. Brown 
- Requested Town Council to have door-to-door salesman licensed 

and registered at Town Office. 
-Urged off-street parking by businessmen and employees. 
- Redesigned and repaired highway sign at entrance to town. 
-Sponsored Manitoba Teachers' tour to Virden area. 
-Worked jointly with Virden Community Development Corporation. 
- Urged Town Council to extend town lighting plan. 

1964 President - T. Yushchyshyn 
-Held Petroleum Nite banquet honoring the oil industry. 
- Started Christmas lighting program with Town Council. 
- Held banquet honoring Virden Juvenile Hockey Club who were the 

Manitoba champions. 
- Started work on Virden brochure. 

1965 President - S. Hegion 
- Investigated possibilities for lighting highways signs. 
-established "Your chamber Speaks" column in newspaper. 
- Urged conversion to dial system telephone. 
- Study made for better utilization of sports facilities. 
- Sponsored meeting to discuss Monday closing of business 

establishments. 

Hegion resigned and Leckie became President. 

- Studied Youth Centre concept and program. 
- Obtained dinner place mats for distribution. 
-Urged Town Council to purchase sidewalk snow-cleaning equipment. 
- Urged government road improvements of highways to Kenton and 

Maryfield. 
- Held agricultural banquet. 
- Continued extension of Christmas lighting plan. 
- Hosted "Across-the-Border" hockey reception. 

1966 President - J. Leckie 
-Supported money by-law for high school extension. 
- Urged improved CPR trucking service. 
- Printed brochure and distributed. 
-Established "Silver Dollar Days", a town sales promotion. 
- carried out industrial labor survey of Virden area. 
-Worked with committee to establish Residential Technical School at 

Virden. 
-Hosted banquet for West-Man Regional Development Corporation. 
-Hosted Agricultural- Businessmen's Banquet. 

1967 President - Burns Chisholm 
- Purchased brochure and tourist map cases and distributed. 
- Sponsored Centennial Home Lighting Program. 
-Submitted equitable taxation; driver education; and motor vehicle 
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safety resolutions to Manitoba Chambers of Commerce 
Convention. 

- Adopted "Beautify Virden" Centennial Project. 
- Distributed Chamber Economic Booklets to High School Students. 
- carried out Economic Survey of Virden. 
- Undertook tree-planting program. 
- Investigated town speed limit. 
- Sponsored Silver Dollar Days. 
- Conducted parking survey and presented parking plan to town. 
- Opposed change in daily bus service. 
- Held Revenue Tax Information meeting. 
- Co-operated with Town Council in discussions on dangerous King 

Street and Highway No. 1 intersection. 

1968 President - N. Hemsted 
-Supported Highway 83 (U.S.) proposals for improvements. 
- Urged retail merchants to establish business hours on uniform basis. 
- Investigated establishment of Tourist Information Booth. 
- Sponsored Queen to Flin Flon Trout Festival. 
- Conducted tour for Guelph Chamber of Commerce touring members. 
- Gave financial support to the Virden Fair Parade. 
- Hosted cattle buyers from Spain. 
- Recommended to Town Council painting of parking stalls on down-

town streets. 

1969 President - N. Hemsted 
- Held joint meeting with Town Council and Highways Department to 

study King Street intersection. 
- Studied housing availability in Virden. 
- Hosted Hospitality Seminar with Tourist Department. 
- Established Tourist Information Booth. 
-Sponsored Pic-Manitoba photography contest. 
- Participated in Junior Executive Seminar. 
-Held meeting on "Education Costs". 
- Agreed to host Highway 83 Association Convention in 1970. 
- Sponsored Santa Claus Christmas Parade. 

1970 President - R. Cathcart 

THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
By Dave Reid 

This is supplementary to the contribution made by the late M.R. Ames to 
"The Virden Story". At that time the War Veterans' organization was known as 
The Canadian Legion. In October 1961 the name was changed to The Royal 
Canadian Legion. During the years since and including 1957 the Legion has had 
as its Presidents, Jack Stephenson, the late Frank Laird, F.W. Wright, Reg Hales, 
Wally Bawdon, George Nugent, T. Browning, the late Arthur W. Reid, B.N. 
Watson and presently Cecil W. Dunn. All these comrades lent leadership and 
inspiration to the membership so that for the years covered the membership has 
grown to an average of over 350. Space does not allow the naming of all those 
who have given unstintingly of their time and energy. 

Virden Review 1958- 1970 57 



In 1959 the new club room was opened and in 1967 the new dance 
hall was opened and the full indebtedness paid off on April 1, 1970. All this 
was accomplished by intelligent leadership and hard work by the members at 
large. Besides caring for the needs of the Veterans, the Legion has assisted very 
substantially in all community endeavors. These include: 

(1) The 75th Anniversary of Virden and Community in 1957 
(2) Boys' and girls' sports 
(3) Coaching and supplying uniforms 
(4) Assistance to students in attending Youth Camp at the Peace Garden 
(5) Ball-pitching machine to assist potential baseball pitchers (The machine 

was donated to the Virden Athletic Association) 
(6) Financial assistance to the Athletic Association 
(7) Directed and canvassed for The Heart Fund, obtaining thousands of dollars 

over the years 
(8) Substantial yearly contributions to Canadian Arthritis and Rheumatism 

Society 
(9) The Institute for the Blind 

(10) The Salvation Army 
(ll) The Red Cross 
(12) Children's Aid Society 
(13) St. John's Ambulance 
( 14) Canadian Cancer Society 
( 15) March of Dimes 
(16) Retarded Children's Association 
(17) Merry Manor (home for retarded adults) 
(18) Virden Cemetery Association 
( 19) Collegiate Scholarship Fund 
(20) Deer Lodge Christmas Fund 
( 21) Donations to Boy Scouts and Girl Guides 
(22) Legion National Literary Contest 
(23) Virden Band 
(24) Monetary assistance to Arena artificial ice project 
(25) Annual Christmas party for local children 
(26) Financed taxi service to and from Sherwood Home for residents daily 

since its opening 
(27) Tombstones erected on Veterans' graves in the local cemetery. 

Remembrance Day and Decoration Day services have continued to be 
held each year. Annual banquets for Boer War and First World War Veterans 
have been held since 1963 on a date in April as close to Vimy day as possible. 
This year there were 26 in attendance out of a possible 35. 

The Ladies' Auxiliary continues to lend wonderful assistance to the 
Legion, financially and otherwise, being always willing to lend a helping hand 
to any worthwhile project. 

It is our fervent hope that wars will soon be no more, but we trust that 
the Royal Canadian Legion and Branch No.8 will continue to serve those in 
need and lend generous assistance to all good works within the community so 
long as such are required. 
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Cenotaph, Victoria Park 

LEGION LADIES AUXILIARY TO VIRDEN BRANCH No.8 
Legion Ladies Mark Their 54th Year 

During the First World War, 1914-1918, a group of Virden ladies organ
ized the "226" Auxiliary, in 1916. At that time the 226 Regiment was overseas. 

The President of this Auxiliary was the late Mrs. Ed Conroy, the late 
Mrs. Gertrude Rolston, secretary, the late Mrs. John Glass, treasurer. These la
dies and their ardent workers rendered great service to the men overseas, also 
those who were prisoners of war in Germany. Many food and comfort parcels 
were sent. 

The returning veterans were well cared for, also the families in sorrow 
and need. 
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In 1919 the Veterans of Virden and district formed the Great War 
Veterans' Association, and became known as the G.W.V.A. 

Later the "226" Auxiliary became Women's Service League-B.E.S.L. 
They continued to give the G.W.V.A. their loyal support. 

There were Vimy Ridge and Armistice banquets each year. Other 
functions and standard entertainments up to the present time. 

Then came World War II. 

The W.S.L. Ladies again carried out their many duties to our men in 
the service, both home and overseas, as we all well remember, it was a busy 
five years. In both the Legion and Auxiliary, sadness and sorrow went along 
with the years as many members are missing from the roll call. A few years 
later, the Legion was instituted and now known as Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch No. 8. The W.S.L.- B.E.S.L. are now "Legion Ladies Auxiliary". 

The Auxiliary carries on as usual, giving the Legion full support in ev
ery way possible. We feel our Legion Branch is very appreciative of our efforts 
on their behalf, and show it in many ways. 

Most of the money raised is through catering, weddings, banquets, 
etc. 

We not only give to our branch, but assist other organizations, such as 
the Salvation Army , Mental Health, Crippled Children, March of Dimes, Red 
Cross, etc. We give an annual bursary to a child of a veteran, graduating from 
Grade 12 with good marks and ability to continue future studies. 

The Auxiliary has a large membership, active and inactive members. 
Since the first Auxiliary was organized there have been 14 presidents: 

l. Late Mrs. Ed Conroy 8. Mrs. Margaret Mitchell 
2. Late Mrs. Gertrude Rolston 9. Late Mrs. Mary E. Skinner 
3. Late Mrs. Mary Simpson 10. Mrs. Arthur Brown 
4. Late Mrs. Stan Eley 11. Mrs. Clara Sexsmith 
5. Late Mrs. Mary Paton 12. Mrs. Corri Sararas 
6. Late Mrs. John Hewitt 13. Mrs. Barbara Boreham 
7. Late Miss Ada Read 14. Mrs. William Bentley 

These presidents, the past and the present, their officers and members, 
deserve much credit and praise in good deeds well done. There are just a few of 
the original members left, but they are still interested in the Auxiliary. 

The aim and objects of the Auxiliary are: 

To assist the Branch in its activities and carry out the principles, poli
cies and purposes that they represent, and strive to uphold the memory of 
those who paid the supreme sacrifice, and help those who are left. 

60 

"They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them nor years condemn, at the going 
down of the sun and in the morning, 

We Will Remember Them." 
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KINSMEN Al\10 KII\!ETTE CLUBS OF VIRDEI\1 
By Bob Andrew 

The Kinsmen is an organization of young business and professional 
men gathered together in clubs throughout Canada for the purpose of service 
and fellowship. 

The Kinsmen have not a superimposed program. Each club bases its 
activities on the needs of its own community with the guidance and inspira
tions of the ideals and objectives of Kinsmanship. The policy of the clubs is 
to fulfill the "community's greatest need". Friendship and fellowship in the 
club is balanced with work done in community projects. A Kinsman's duties 
are first to his family, to his job or profession in which he makes his living, and 
to his church. 

The Kinsmen Club of Virden was chartered May 2, 1959. Charter 
Executive President was Harry Clarke, Vice-President-Crest Pressy, Secretary
Art Severson, Treasurer-Steve Rudneski; Directors- John Livingstone, Alvin 
Jones and Irvin Swanson. 

Kinsmen Club of Virden's major achievements over the past eleven 
years are (a} financing and building a school in Virden for mentally retarded 
children, (b) contribution of $12,500 to artificial ice plant in Virden arena 
(c) Easter Seals annual campaign (d) annual bursary of $100 at Virden 
Collegiate, (e) Kin Ross Cairns' winning of the Kin Quill Trophy for Kinsmen 
Club of Virden, the trophy being an award competed for all across Canada, 
(f) most recent is the compiling of a centennial newspaper from the papers is
sued by the Empire Publishing Co. Ltd., over the past sixty years. 

KII\IETTE CLUB OF VIRDEN 

The Kinette Club is directly responsible to its sponsoring Kinsmen 
Club. The club's main objective is to promote fellowship among wives of 
Kinsmen and to assist the Kinsmen Club. 

The Kinette Club of Virden was chartered in 1960 with Mrs. Ross 
Cairns as President; Mrs. Fred Norman, Vice-President; Mrs. Jim Leckie, 
Secretary; Mrs. John Livingstone, Treasurer. 

As an auxiliary to the Kinsmen, the Kinettes have participated in all 
Kinsmen Club projects and activities. Monies raised through bake sales, "dress 
of the month" tickets, nut blitz and cook book sales have been given to the 
Kinsmen Club for their projects. 

In 1967 and 1970 the Virden Kinette Club sponsored successful 
Centennial Dances to celebrate Canada and Manitoba centennials. 

Inter-Club was hosted by the Kinettes in 1965. Clubs from all over 
Manitoba and Eastern Ontario attended. 

The Kinettes' most recent club undertaking ( 1968-69) ( 1969-70) is 
"Meals on Wheels", a service to the elderly and shut-ins in the Town of Virden. 
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VIRDEN LIONS CLUB 

The Lions Club was re-organized in October, 1956. The following 
names were the Charter Members: 

R.J. Alexander 
L.H. Artiss 
Frank Brown 
K.F. Bjarnson 
John W. Cockbill 
D.C. Forester 
P. Frederickson 
H. Friesen 
Bruce Taylor 

Emil Hoffman 
Ernest D. Hales 
Mel Hatch 
Steve Hegion 
Mel Keown 
R.H. Krunfusz 
E.R. Lacey 
Fred McDougall 
Ken Woods 

G.W. Stephenson was the first President. 

C.M. Martin 
Ross Taylor 
Andy Nield 
Bert Nield 
A. Parkinson 
C.L. Rudoski 
G.W. Stephenson 
Jim Suffern 

Many projects are undertaken by the Lions Club, the main one being 
Sight Conservation with an annual canvass for C.N.I.B. every fall. Also the 
club has supplied glasses for several people in this area who were unable to ob
tain them otherwise. 

Other projects were: 

Helping Kiddies' Parks 
Helping to educate a retarded child 
Collecting and repairing toys and delivering them to the needy at 

Christmas for a few years. 

Besides these projects, the Lions also refenced and repaired the tennis 
courts and supplied new nets. 

In 1961 the club secured a long-term lease from the Department of 
National Defence and started what is known now as the Lions Tourist Park and 
also known as one of the better tourist parks in America. 

Other projects undertaken: Donated money towards the purchase of 
new uniforms for the band in October, 1961. 

Were responsible for putting on a Carol Sing-Along at Christmas in 
December, 1961. 

Started the Driver Training School in March 1962 and operated it until 
the Schools took over in 1966. 

Furnished the living room at the Sherwood in October, 1963. 

A big project was helping to defray the expenses for installing artificial 
ice in the Arena and they are still working at this project. 

The Club has also participated in putting on bingos, operating booths 
at fairs, and bringing in special entertainment all for raising money for commu
nity betterment. 
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Present Officers and Members of Virden Lions Club in 1969-70 are: 

President -R.M. Cappie 
Vice President 

and Secretary -William McNeill 
2nd Vice-President - Grant Galbraith 
Treasurer - Burns Chisolm 
Lion Tamer - Ted Treleving 
Tail Twister - Cliff Cory 

Directors are: Ken Seafoot, Hugh Larkin, Doug Bollman and Ernie 
Hales. 

Other members are: 
Dave Springer Willis Moore 
Bruce Taylor Emil Hoffman 
Ross Taylor Clare Cawston 
Jack Morrow Orval Patterson 
Steve Hegion Doug Jeffries 
Fred McDougall Larry Tough 
Harold McDougall 

Fred Gunnlaughson 
Fred Bridgett 
Alvin Sararas 
Doc Stockton 
Jack Templeton 
Pinkie Davie 

Charter Members that are still members of the Club are: 

Steve Hegion 
Emil Hoffman 

Bruce Taylor 
Ernie Hales 

LIOI\IELL CLUB 
Mina Treliving 

Ross Taylor 
Fred McDougall 

The Lionell members meet once a month-eight meetings in the homes 
and two dinner meetings. We finance through our spring and fall dances and raf
fles. Through out the years the club has furnished the nursery and is still con
tinuing to do so. 

Once a year the club donates from ten to fifty dollars to various organi
zations-The Heart Foundation, Cancer Fund, Blind Institute, Arthritic Associa
tion, Hospital Aid, Red Cross, Merry Manor, Brownies and Girl Guides. We pre
pare Christmas hampers for several families and remember the young folk that 
are confined to wheelchairs-Gay McDonald, Grant McDonald, George Benken
dorf and Donald Mooney. We also sponsor a Valentine party at the School for 
Retarded Children. 

The members of the present executive are: 

President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Hospital Committee 

Buying Committee 
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-Mrs. Kathy Watson 
- Mrs. Mabel Morrow 
- Mrs. Joyce Fontana 
- Mrs. Mina Treliving 
- Mrs. Guy Longman and 

Mrs. Della Patterson 
- Mrs. Lena Clark and 

Mrs. Lottie Haight 
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Social Committee 

Auditors 

Mrs. Esther Kyle and 
Mrs. Gert Sexsmith 

- Mrs. Mabel Morrow and 
Mrs. Beryle McDonald 

VIRDEN AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Helen Reid 

During the period between 1957-1970 many changes have taken place 
in the Virden Agricultual Society. They have gone from the "C" class category 
of fairs to the "B" class. With this transition it meant that more buildings and 
more property were needed. Horse, cattle, sheep and swine barns were erected 
and property from Mrs. Baird was purchased for parking purposes during the 
fairs. Grants from the departments have been granted for bulding purposes. 
New classifications in the livestock divisions have been adopted; thus most of 
the livestock is registered or must be eligible for registration. The Society 
helped with the insulation of the Arena and the cement work in both the 
Arena and Curling Rink for the foundation for artificial ice. This work has 
made these buildings available for use at the fairs for display work and evening 
attractions in the Arena. This class of fairs involves three days of planning. 
First day is the Judging, 4-H Rally and a parade that is usually taken care of 
by one of the service clubs of the town. The second day, which is usually a 
Sunday, is put aside for general sports. The final day is the continuation of 
livestock judging, 4-H calf sale and races with pari-mutuel betting. 

The society has had wonderful support from the Ladies' Division, 
not only with their services but also with financial support, which has been 
appreciated greatly by the Men's Division. Regional livestock shows have been 
held different years. 

The payout of the Society is about $10,000 each year. Many hours 
of hard work and planning are done each year in promoting fairs such as these. 

Many of the former exhibitors have passed to the great beyond but 
many of their families are carrying on with exhibits at these fairs. 

Presidents during this period 1957-1970 included T.S. Kenderdine, 
M.T. Heritage and presently C.H. Webster. 

This year the "Century Hereford Show" is to be held in Virden. En
tries to this show are world-wide. 

GIRL GUIDES AND BROWNIES 
By Grace Hegion 

During the period of 195 7 to 1970 the Girl Guides and Brownies of 
Virden had continuing success in their efforts to uphold the traditions set by 
Lord and Lady Baden-PowelL By taking part in annual Memorial Day and 
Remembrance Day parades, and by having parades at most of Virden's 
churches, the girls in Virden's Guide movement have fulfilled their promise 
"to do their best, to do their duty to God, the Queen and their country." 
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The Guide Captains and Lieutenants, the Brown Owls, and Tawny 
Owls, the helpers and the packies through these thirteen years, provided leader
ship in all facets of Guiding. Instruction and testing were given by them in 
such fields as homemaking, child care, first aid, needlework, home nursing, 
cooking and handicrafts, as well as a good knowledge of campcraft and outdoor 
living. All of these leaders are too numerous to list, but whether they worked 
with the girls for ten years or one, the community owes them a debt of grati
tude. Brown Owl Doris Taylor, when she retired, was awarded a ten-year serv
ice pin, and Captain Doreen Wright was awarded a Letter of Commendation by 
National Headquarters for her service with the Guide movement. 

The Local Association, composed of mothers of Guides and Brownies 
has provided continuing financial and material support. Annual cookie and 
peanut sales have been under their supervision and they have been rewarded 
for their efforts by having one or two companies of Guides, three packs of 
Brownies and for one of these years, an active company of Land Rangers. They 
also assisted in establishing a Guide and Brownie movement on the Griswold 
Indian Reserve. In 1961 they sent a chartered busload of Virden Brownies 
and Guides to a rally in Brandon when Lady Baden-Powell visited there. 

Interest was especially keen in 1963 when it was found necessary tc 
form the Second Virden Girl Guide Company. This company operated for two 
years, when, due to lack of leaders, the local Guides were again operating under 
First Virden Company with an enrolment of forty-three. During this year the 
Virden Land Ranger Company was formed for senior girls who had completed 
Guide work and wish to carry on earning badges, emblems and other proficiency 
awards. Their enrolment was small, but they actively took part in many com
munity projects and lived up to their Ranger promise and law. 

Manitoba Guide Companies are eligible to enter an annual contest for 
the Bessborough Shield. In recent years the l st Virden Company won this for 
their production of a puppet show; 2nd Virden Company won Second Place 
for their entry of four hand-made crib quilts, and lst Virden Company won 
Honorable Mention for their entry of four dolls dressed in pioneer clothing. 
During Canada's Centennial year, 1967, Virden Brownies, Guides and Rangers 
wore a special Centennial badge on their uniforms, planted Centennial fruit 
trees on the grounds of the Sherwood Senior Citizens' Home, and took part in 
many Centennial activities in this community. With the help of the Mothers' 
Association, a vigorous attempt was made to obtain the River Valley School as 
a permanent campsite for this community's Guides and Brownies, to no avail. 

Outstanding achievements were gained by Virden Girl Guides during 
this span of years, when they moved smoothly through their three years of 
Brownie training into a Girl Guide Company. Numerous Religion and Life 
Emblems were awarded as individual Guides carried out assignments made by 
their local minister or priest. Girl Guides took part in inter-provincial camps as 
well as Manitoba camps at Oak Lake, Salt Lake, Lake Dauphin, and River Valley 
campsite. Guiding's second highest award, the All Round Cord, was won, dur
ing these thirteen years by: Pat Hughes, Mary Nield, Marion Thompson, Colleen 
Carefoot, Faye Brownlie, Debbie Bedford, Terry McDougall, Mona Bonner and 
Linda McLean. Under the present leadership of Captain Betty McLean, four 
Guides will receive this award in this, Manitoba's Centennial year: Linda Haynes, 
Ida Grose, Susan Wasyliw and Susan Treble. 
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Guiding's highest award, the Gold Cord, is the culmination of six 
years in Brownie and Guide work. It is a credit indeed to the whole commu
nity, for it encompasses the combined efforts of the Guide herself, her parents, 
her leaders, her instructors, her testers and her sister Guides. In 1955 three 
Virden Guides were personally presented with their Gold Cords by Lady 
Baden-Powell in Brandon, namely: Judy Duncan, Darlene Bawdon and Gail 
Morris. Since that time, two more Virden Guides received this coveted award, 
Terry McDougall and Mona Bonner, and at the time of writing this history, Ida 
Grose and Linda McLean are completing final assignment toward their Gold 
Cord awards ... fitting Centennial projects for Manitoba's lOOth birthday. 

1ST VIRDEN SCOUT GROUP 
By Jeanne Timms 

St. Mary's Anglican Church held the Group Charter from the begin
ning of the Scout movement in Virden, in 1927. The B.P.O. Elks, Virden 
Lodge No. 387 took over the Charter in 1959. 

The Cub Packs, and Scout Troops were at their peak at this time, 
with three active Cub Packs, and two Scout Troops. We now have one Cub 
Pack, and one Scout Troop, with sixty active boys and eleven leaders and 
assistants. 

In 1961 Scout Earl McPhee received a Life Award for averting a pos· 
sible tragedy at the Ski Hill. 

In 1965 Pacific School was purchased and moved to Virden, for the 
use of the Scout Association, The Junior Rifle Club, and the local Game and 
Fish Association. The name "Youth Training Centre" was chosen from an 
entry submitted by Dennis Smith. 

The Cub, Scout and Leaders' uniforms have been changed from 
green to grey and maroon. 

In 1967, our 40th anniversary, Ernie Hales, one of the original Cubs 
of 1927, opened the Annual Cub and Scout Carnival. Mrs. Florence Coates, an 
original Group Committee member, was presented with a special "Thank You" 
badge. 

This year at our Annual Carnival (Manitoba Centennial), Mrs. S. Timms 
was presented with a Fifteen-Year Service Pin. 

The Cub and Scouts canvass annually for U.N.I.C.E.F. and hold bottle 
drives, etc., as money-making projects. 

There are in Virden, an adult Group Committee, and a Ladies' Auxil
iary comprised of the Cub and Scout mothers. 

The Group Committee is as follows: 

President -A. Friesen 
Past President - W. McNeill 
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Treasurer 
Secretary 
Chaplain 
Camping 
Training 
Public Relations 
Uniform Custodian 
Badge Secretary 

- K. Runions 
-Mrs. S. Timms 
-Rev. K. Ness 
- J. Harkness 
- Sergeant G. Blais, R.C.M.P. 
- Torben Laursen 
- Mrs. G. Williams 
- R. Hurst 

The Mothers' Auxiliary organizes and runs the annual Cub and Scout 
CarnivaL The proceeds are donated to our Association for operating expenses. 
We could not operate without their assistance. 

THE OUTER LIMITS 
By Fiona Yates 

In the spring of 1967 a dream of most of the young people of Virden 
and many adults came true. A coffee house was opened! 

The possibilities of opening such a house, the pros and cons of running 
it and paying for it had been discussed for a long time, and was finally made 
possible when Mrs. Carscadden leased the old Carscadden Funeral Home for a 
nominal sum. With this generous gesture, the possibilities turned into facts. 

The aims of the opening of a coffee house were to give the young 
people of Virden a place to meet, talk and play games in an atmosphere of 
their own choosing. A place where they could do their thing! 

Organization of opening up the house began immediately. A Board of 
Governors was drawn from interested adults of the town. Its purpose was to 
give guidance necessary to help in making the coffee house a success and to 
keep it in good running order. A council was also elected from the young peo
ple. They made the actual decisions concerning fees, age limit ( 14 years to 19 
years), and rules and regulations. And now that the foundations were laid, the 
young people could move in. 

The coffee house was named The Outer Limits. Preparations for re
decoration were begun. It was an ideal bulding. There were three large rooms 
upstairs and one fair-sized room in the basement as well as a toilet. The base
ment room was turned into a music room. Old sofas, cushions and bed matresses 
were put on the floor to sit on. A record player was installed and the kids took 
along their records. The following summer, a very posh record player was 
lent by one of the members who spent a great deal of time there. The lights 
were dimmed or colored and the atmosphere was close-warm and friendly. 
Upstairs, one of the rooms at the back was equipped with a tennis table and a 
few more old couches. The front room, the largest of all, received a paint job. 
Big murals were painted on two or three of the walls. There were a counter and 
drink machine put in. The counter served as a multi-purpose table actually, be· 
cause not only could you buy drinks and good food there, but you would 
quite often get challenged to a game of chess or cards or scrabble. This room 
also had sofas and tables in it, but they were easily removed for a dance or 
game of "twister". The last room which was back and down about three 
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steps, was the real dancing room. There was a juke-box and no other furniture 
(or rarely). This room staged most of the action! Dances, hootenannys, sing
songs, teas, and many others. 

But it wasn't all fun and games. Because the kids wanted to be as inde
pendent as possible, financially and otherwise, they had to work to keep their 
coffee house open. There were taxes, heating and light bills, and innumerable 
other expenses to be paid. They held teas, slave days, car washes and beer bot
tle drives. 

But the members of the council of the Outer Limits were changing 
too often and because there were so many organizers, there was little organiza
tion. The kids found they were a little bit too much on their own and without 
adult supervision, things were not going the right way. Members were not 
strictly required to pay the annual fee of three dollars and even though it was 
very nice to have it open every school night and from nine in the morning until 
eleven at night in the summer, it was a bother arranging for someone to collect 
the daily fees of twenty-five cents from non-members. A custodian could no 
longer be afforded and no-one seemed too anxious to clear up the premises. 
Enthusiasm and interest on the part of the young people began to dwindle 
and continued to do so. 

In the spring of 1969 Outer Limits shut down. 

Many people devoted a lot of time, energy and thought in the prepara
tion and realization of The Outer Limits. A special thanks to Rev. S. A. 
Walmsley who first conceived the idea of a coffee house for the young people 
of Virden. A general thanks to the many people, young and old, who helped 
him and who are far too numerous to name. 

VIRDEN AREA WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION 
By Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Welch 

In 1945 a meeting was held in the Court Room in Virden, at which 
time Virden Game and Fish Organization was formed, as a branch of The 
Manitoba Federation of Wildlife. The first president was Dr. J.R. Monteith, 
who was followed in 1946 by John Higginbotham, who held this office for two 
years. A.R. Kent was the next President, followed by H.R. Berry. During 
these five years, O.A. Perlett was the secretary-treasurer and he provided us with 
the information for the above report. 

A membership of about 120 results in such activity among the mem
bers and the Federation Magazine, which was issued monthly to the members, 
had reports regularly of the Virden Association's activities. The Virden 
Association sponsored crow and magpie contests, fishing derbies, and deer 
head competitions, and our efforts to promote conservation were recognized 
by Sports and Field magazine and the secretary corresponded regularly with 
prominent wildlife personages from Canada and the United States. Virden 
Game and Fish were largely instrumental in having a local game warden ap
pointed, and Joe Serafin was the first officer in that capacity. The group en
joyed many interesting evenings of films and men like Mr. F. Ward of Ducks 
Unlimited spoke to the gathering on several occasions. Some of the most ac-
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tive members at this time were: Dr. J.R. Bradley, G.H. and J. Younge, C.P.M. 
Francis, Alex Adams, Isaac, Ralph, Duncan, Clinton and Norman Welch, 
Truman Forrest, John Newman, James Cochrane, Ted Treliving, George Rothnie, 
Cecil Perlette, "Chuck" Harvey, Lorne Read and G. Hunston. 

After the airport at Virden closed, many of the younger generation 
moved to other parts of Canada, for various reasons, and for some time the 
Virden Association struggled to survive, and finally it had to cease functioning 
in the early 1950's because of lack of active membership. However, revival of 
the organization was achieved in March of 1963 and The Virden Area Game and 
Fish Association was formed and meetings were held monthly in the Elks Hall. 
The first President of the new club was Earl Shurvell. During the years follow
ing the club held annual fish derbies and deer head competitions and raised 
money for conservation projects by means of raffles on a boat and trailer, fish· 
ing rod and reel, turkeys, sofa cushions, cash, and a 1969 Maverick car. High· 
light of each year was the annual December banquet. 

The club purchased the old Pacific School from the Virden School 
Board when the students of the area began attending more central schools by 
bus and moved it to property on the town's West Road Allowance that had 
been purchased from the C.N. Railway Company. A block basement large 
enough to hold a regulation-size indoor rifle range was built, with the school 
placed on the front end, and the remainder was roofed with corrugated iron, 
and the club can now boast one of the finest indoor shooting ranges in 
Manitoba. This building was officially opened in 196 7, as the "Youth Training 
Centre", and became the meeting place of the Cubs and Scouts, the newly 
formed Junior Teenager Rifle Club, the Senior Rifle Club, and the re-named 
"Virden Area Wildlife Association". The work done on renovations and addi· 
tions was voluntary and some of the most active members spent most of their 
spare time during the spring and summer of 1967 in order to have the building 
ready for occupation that fall. Mention should be made here of members of 
the R.C.M.P. force stationed at Virden at that time, who volunteered their off .. 
duty hours to assist these clubs in this work. Costs of the property and mate
rials used in the renovations and building were paid by four clubs, with money 
raised by raffles, draws and numerous personal donations. 

The Shell Oil Company donated their old service station on the No. l 
Highway to the clubs if they would tear it down and clean up the site, which 
was done. Any material needed for the Youth Training Centre was used, the 
remainder was sold, and the proceeds realized from the sale were then used to 
buy other items needed on the centre. 

In 1967 the Wildlife Club acquired 19 wild turkeys from Gobblers 
Unlimited of Manitoba, and released them in the Assiniboine Valley east of 
Virden. People driving through the valley can often see these large birds roost· 
ing in the trees or by the roadsides. It is hoped that they will continue to mul
tiply and extend over a larger area. Consequently they are protected game and 
a fine will be imposed on anyone known to be molesting or killing a wild 
turkey. 
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The Wildlife group is making plans to build control dams on flowing 
springs east of Virden, for the purpose of stocking the ponds with trout. This 
project when completed will be for the enjoyment of all those who like to fish. 
Since the reorganization of the Wildlife Group in 1963 those holding the office 
of President have been: Earl Shurvell, Bill Brown, Walter Welgan, Duncan 
Welch and Emil Hoffman. In this, Manitoba's Centennial year, 1970, the club 
has its first woman president, Mrs. Howard Armstrong. Vice-President is Melvin 
Denolf and Secretary-Treasurer is Keith Crellar. Other members who are on 
specified committees are Duncan Welch, Emil Hoffman, Bill Bond, Ed Schmaus, 
Norman Welch, Henry Penner, Mrs. D. Welch, Mrs. W. Evans and Brian Schaeffer. 
Our club always sends a delegate to the annual convention of the Manitoba 
Federation of Wildlife which usually meets at Clear Lake in June. At present, 
Duncan Welch is one of the Vice-Presidents of this Manitoba Conservation 
organization. 

VIRDEN SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB 
By Mr. Howard Wardle 

This is a rare type of organization, that is not found in many towns in 
the prairie provinces. It is a purely social gathering of elderly citizens, of sixty 
years or over, open to all, regardless of "race, color or creed" to enjoy one after
noon of each week in a social gathering for mutual entertainment. Contributors 
to this end are, the Kinsmen Club, Royal Purple, all the Circles of the U.C.W., 
the Junior Choir, and classes from the schools, to whom we owe our most heart· 
felt thanks. 

Early in 1960 the Upper Hall of St. Paul's United Church was made 
available to the Senior Citizens of the community, mainly through a suggestion 
sponsored by Rev. S. Walmsley, then pastor of St. Paul's. He was given whole
hearted support by Mr. and Mrs. H.R. Grose, Mr. and Mrs. George Wilson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Russell Gardiner and a few others. 

The organization became a fact after two meetings, one on February 4, 
the second on February 11, 1960. The business session elected the following 
officers: 

Honorary President 
President 
Treasuerer 
Secretary 
Press Reporter 
Transport Convener 
Social Convener 
Visiting 

- Rev. S. Walmsley 
- H.R. Grose 
-Mrs. F. Hayward 
- Mrs. George Wilson 
- Mrs. R. Gardiner 
-George Wilson 
-Mrs. T. Hayward 
- Mrs. Hutchison and J. Dunn 

Two very worthy highlights stand out to the credit of this organization. 
They entered a "float" in the parade at the Agricultural Fair on June 30, 1960. 
This was a co-operative effort, which won first place in "The Most Original" 
class. A number of our eldest members rode this float, dressed in old-time garb 
and demonstrating old-time occupations-as for instance-Mrs. Adam Whiteford, 
operating a spinning wheel. Another float in 1962 also earned a prize. 
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The second high spot has been the sponsoring of the Senior Home, 
which since has become known as "The Sherwood". The law required spon
sors, municipalities, or approved non-profit organizations. Our club lined up 
with all the others in support of the home. Mr. R. Gardiner reported on our 
brief to the Virden Town Council, April 28, 1960. Now that the home has be
come a reality, a number of our members call it their home. 

Presidents have been, Mr. H.R. Grose, Mr. Russell Gardiner, Mrs. D. 
Hutchison, Mr. E. Borland, and Mr. Alex Paton, ably assisted by Mrs. George 
Wilson, Mrs. T. Hayward, Mr. John Grieve and at present, Mrs. W. Barkley, 
acting as secretaries over the decade. 

So for fifty or more meetings per year, this club has contributed to 
the community, gained much pleasure and enjoyment, now in the eleventh 
year of operation. 

FORT LA BOSSE CHAPTER 
IMPERIAL ORDER DAUGHTERS OF THE EMPIRE 

1957- 1963 
Mrs. George Knowles 

In the spring of 1957, due to illness, Mrs. W.J. Pollock resigned from 
the office of Regent of the Fort La Boose Chapter of the LO.D.E. Mrs. George 
Knowles was elected to fill the position for the current year, and later was elect
ed as Regent, a position she held until the Chapter disbanded in 1963. The offi
cers during that time were: Miss M.E. Moody, Education Secretary; Mrs. R.R. 
Colquhoun, World Mfairs; Mrs. J.A. Bratton, Home and Services; Mrs. W.J. 
Pollock, Standard Bearer. As all the members were interested in education, 
they concentrated for the main part on the edcuational program of the Order. 

Durinq the years, they donated to Virden Public School, large framed 
pictures of Her Majesty the Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh, and the Royal 
Family, and at the opening of the Goulter School, they presented a framed pic
ture of the Queen. In addition, they obtained and framed several large repro· 
ductions of the Canadian wildlife, by the famious Winnipeg artist, Mr. Clarence 
Tellenius. These were hung in the upper hall of the schooL A desk dictionary 
was purchased, and donated for the use of the staff and students. A scholarship 
was awarded each year to a Grade 9 student at the Virden Collegiate for profi
ciency in English. They adopted a school of thirty pupils, in the unorganized 
territories of the north, at Wanipigow, sending them a framed picture of Her 
Majesty the Queen, sports equipment, scribblers, pencils, games and Christmas 
gifts. Over the years, they received many interesting letters, telling of their lives 
as lived in the no:rth, with photographs showing the pupils to be of white, Indian 
and Eskimo origin, but all learning to be good Canadians. 

A trophy had already been presented to the Virden Music Festival 
Committee by the earlier Chapter of the I.O.D.E., but when drama was added 
to the syllabus, this chapter donated two trophies to this section. These were 
offered for the best actor and actress. In 1963 they also donated a Mary E. 
Gardiner Memorial Trophy. This was offered, for grades 3 and 4 choir section, 
this being the section, Miss Gardiner was very interested in. 
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The Regent attended many ceremonies at the Court Room in Virden, 
when members of the community became citizens of Canada. Judge Kerr of 
Brandon presided at the beautiful ceremonies, and invited the Chapter to take 
part in welcoming the new Canadians. The Chapter presented a special framed 
certificate to each one. Members attended by the Standard Bearer were present 
at the Decorations Day Service, held in Virden Park, in June each year, laying a 
wreath on the Cenotaph in memory of the fallen. 

Two or three, of the members, took as their special project, the care 
of the Fort La Boose cairn that stands on the old trail, overlooking the 
Assiniboine River, east of Virden, and from whence the Chapter took its name. 

In 1963 the Chapter lost their secretary, Miss M.E. Gardiner, who was 
suddenly called home on May 5. She had been with the Chapter in 1953. As 
the membership was already small, it was reluctantly decided to disband the 
Chapter. 

In June of that year, the members met with the scholars of Virden 
Public School, at assembly, when Miss E. Moody, on behalf of the members, 
presented to Miss M. Lane, Principal, the Union Jack, we had used at our meet
ings (and which was presented to us by the Higginbotham Family) as a further 
memorial to Miss Gardiner. This was placed in the hall of the of the School. 
A brass plate was affixed to the standard, stating her years of service to the 
school and the Chapter. 

The Fort La Bosse Chapter has the distinction of being the only na
tionalistic organization to ever be organized in Virden. 

THE VIRDEN HORTICUL TLIRAL SOCIETY 
By Mrs. Cecil Rodgers 

The art of gardening has been with us all through the a~es. The gardens 
of Babylon were so beautiful they were ranked as one of the seven wonders of 
the world. Today every country boasts its botanical gardens. 

The hobby of gardening opens up many avenues of interest and is a 
challenge. Gardens are one private refuge where we can satisfy our need for 
beauty, tranquility and achievement. They are worlds of nature we help to cre
ate. People in Virden and the surrounding area have always been intersted in 
Horticulture. Rev. Sparling of St. Paul's Church was an avid gardener specializ
ing in gladiolus. In 1954 he promoted the first flower show in Virden. This or
ganization flourished until Rev. Sparling left Virden. In the fall of 1964 Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Steele retired from farming to live in Virden. They had enjoyed 
membership in the Hartney Horticultural Society, so they and their neighbors, 
the Van Loos, proceeded to foster interest in such a society for Virden. From 
their efforts has grown the present vigorous group of members who enjoy success 
in all their projects-plant sales, bake sales, and, to keep the treasury in shape, 
to sponsor a very fine show each August. They also provide excellent speakers 
and participate in provincial competitions and conventions. 

In 1967 a Centennial book was edited from articles provided by the 
members. It makes an excellent reference book and was a source of revenue, 
as it sold far and wide. 
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Virden Victoria Park 

Virden Victoria Park 
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Plans to make our parks more beautiful are an annual challenge. This 
year, tables are being provided for the picnic area of Victoria Park. The Society 
is also helping to plan the grounds for the Virden Pioneer Home Museum. The 
people who have held office, won trophies and prizes and helped to keep the 
society functioning are too numerous to mention, but to conclude, May I 
quote a poem by Mrs. Mcintosh taken from the Centennial book? 

GARDENERS 

When the days are short and chilly 
And the ground with snow is white, 
We take our garden catalogues 
And scan them with delight. 

Did you ever see such color? 
I know just the place for these 
So we plan our super gardens 
Filled with choice varieties. 

But when the green of spring starts showing, 
And the glorious sunlight beams 
We'll be out there with the robins 
Giving substance to our dreams. 

Planting radishes and roses 
Cabbage and forget-me-nots 
Food for soul and food for body 
In their pre-selected spots. 

Planting, pulling, spraying, dusting 
Waging war on worm and weed, 
Grubby hand and aching muscle 
Is is worth it? Yes indeed! 

HISTORY OF 4-H 
By Hazel Mitchell and Norm Hemsted 

On April23, 1913, E. Ward Jones in the Extension Section of the 
Manitoba Agricultural College sent a letter to eight districts in Manitoba offer
ing assistance in organizing Boys' and Girls' Clubs. Rural boys and girls were 
offered "one dozen purebred eggs", a "quantity of purebred potatoes" and 
"about 300 grains each of the best three varieties of fodder corn". The partic
ipating children were to be given instruction when they received these supplies, 
an on-the-farm visit during the summer, and a series of talks at the local achieve
ment fair. The first club to organize was located at Roland, Manitoba, with 
seven other clubs organizing within a few weeks. 

It was in this manner that Boys' and girls' Clubs, later known as 4-H 
Clubs, were initiated in Manitoba. The focus of this new activity may be sum
marized in a statement from this letter. "If only the product of a setting of 
purebred eggs, and a few good purebred potatoes, are left in each home, there-
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suits will be good." Improvements in agricultural production was the primary 
purpose, however, after 57 years, the value of this program was found to be 
much more than "purebred eggs" and "purebred corn"; it has been shown to be 
a strong force in aiding rural boys and girls to learn to accept and effectively 
carry out their responsbilities as citizens of Canada. 

Two of the earliest clubs to organize in the Virden district was one at 
Oak Lake around 1915 and one at Kenton around 1917. Since these first 
clubs organized in the province, a wide variety of projects have been added to 
the 4-H project. 

In chronological sequence, the following projects were offered to rural 
boys: 

1913 - Corn, potatoes and poultry projects were started. 
1915 - Swine, peas, beans and farm mechanics projects were added. 
1916 - Grain, dairy and weeds projects were initiated. 
1917 - Calf, dairy and weeds projects were added. 
1921 -Junior livestock, bacon hog, grain, poultry and potato clubs 

were formed. 
1923 - Boys' and Girls' Club were placed under the Department of 

Education except the bacon hog clubs which remained under the Department 
of Agriculture. 

1928 - Individual project clubs were reorganized by the Department 
of Agriculture. These were Junior Clubs in beef, swine, grain, dairy and sheep 
projects. 

1929- All club work was placed under the Extension Service, Depart
ment of Agriculture. All clubs were single project clubs. The garden, potato 
and poultry projects were re-introduced. 

1930-1950 - There were no major changes in the type of projects of-
fered to rural boys. 

1951 - Farm and home project initiated and continued for four years. 
1952 - Tractor project initiated for older rural boys. 
1955 - Sugar beet project was started. 
1956 - Sheep project was reorganized. 
1957 - Beef heifer project and specialized vegetable projects were 

initiated. 
1960 - Light horse, woodworking and automotive projects were 

introduced. 

Since that time projects such as photography, hunter safety handi
crafts, teen projects, pet projects and any self-determined project where the 
individual member decides his own project have been introduced. 

This article has focused on the types of projects that have been of
fered rural boys. There have always been a large number of girls participating 
in these projects as well as the clothing and foods projects. 

With the Virden district being a livestock area, most of the boys' 
clubs have been livestock clubs. At the present time in the Virden district, 
there are eight beef clbs, one swine club, and two light horse and pony clubs 
for a total membership of 182. As well, there are nine home economics clubs 
carrying projects in clothing, foods, home design, handicrafts, photo:Jraphy and 
woodworking. There are a total of 287 4-H members in home economics clubs 
at the present time. 
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In addition to the project work, the 4-H program has offered a num
ber of other activities for the memebers to partake in. These include such things 
as inter-provincial trips, 4-H rallies, jamborees, camps, youth leadership weeks, 
public speaking competitions, demonstration competitions, centrepiece competi
tions, bake-off competitions, dress review competitions, display competitions, 
and provincial judging championships. 

4-H members from the Virden area have always been active in these 
extra activities and over the years have won numerous awards. It would be 
impossible at this time to try and list the number of 4-H members from this 
area who have achieved a tremendous amount of success and recognition for 
their work in the 4-H program. 

In recent years the emphasis of the program has changed from the 
project itself to what may be called the citizenship aspects of the 4-H program. 

The success achieved by the individual members and by the program 
is in no small part due to the enthusiastic guidance given by the adult leaders. 
In the Virden area the 4-H program has been guided by the 4-H Leaders Asso
ciation which has representation from each 4-H club in the area. The 4-H Fat 
Stock Association has also been instrumental in organizing and operating the 
annual fat stock show and sale held at the end of their 4-H year. These two 
organizations have worked closely with the Extension Service of the Depart
ment of Agriculture and certainly deserve a great deal of credit for their dedica
tion to the 4-H program. 

What started as a means of spreading knowledge and improved techni
cal skills in a wholly agricultural community by organizing 4-H clubs for 
young people, has become more a matter of developing young people for life 
generally, both on and off the farm, as more capable individuals in the larger 
communities now created by the mechanization of transportation and im
proved communications. 

Parliamentary procedure in the conduct of meetings by the 4-H clubs 
has been inculcated in their membership always. Living proof of the effective
ness and value of this is found in both rural and urban communities in the 
ever-increasing number of people playing active roles in community affairs, at 
all levels, who learned the rules as members of 4-H clubs. 

As the young people migrate to the towns and cities, the 4-H club 
members with their knowledge and training in community living will find it 
easier to adjust themselves and are bound to be an asset to the communities in 
which they settle. 

Since the new emphasis in 4-H is to prepare young people for success
ful living in the larger, more complex communities of tomorrow, and since all 
communities are only as good as the leading individuals make them, we can be 
confident that the foundation of knowledge and training gained by club mem
bers in club work will help to produce wise and progressive communities. 

76 Virden Review 1958- 1970 



MANITOBA FARMERS' UNION 
By Clarence A. Boon 

The Virden Local No. 99 of the Manitoba Farmers' Union was organized 
as at mass meeting held in the Auditorium Theatre March 2, 1951, with Jake 
Schultz as the guest speaker. The late Mr. Steve Dracek was the first man to join 
up. L.H. McDougall was elected President, G.H. Younge, Vice-President, and 
G. Colli, Secretary. Directors-Lyle Leslie, Joe Fefchak, Fred Hayhurst and 
Cliff Goodridge. 

They held their meetings in the Court Room for the first three years 
and then in 1954 built the present hall, M.F.U. Ranch House, on the east side of 
town. There, the women of the orgnization soon became famous for their good 
meals, served to the Lions Club and for wedding receptions, etc. The members 
of the organization also put on a play, "The Absent Minded Bridegroom". 
Later they held Farm Produce Bingos. They were the first organization to make 
a contribution to the Senior Citizens Home (Sherwood). This contribution of 
$40.00 was made in 1958 and gratefully received. 

Now after twenty years, the majority of the Manitoba members voted 
to join the National Farmers' Union, and locals are being set up on a municipal 
basis, with larger areas to each local. No doubt most members will join the na
tional organization. 

VIRDEN WELCOME WAGOI\1 CLUB 
By Irma McDougall 

Around the world, the Welcome Wagon Hostess has become a symbol 
of warmth and hospitality, welcoming newcomers and extending special con
gratulations at the birth of a baby, an engagement and other family milestones. 

The Welcome Wagon Program co-operates with civic, religious and so
cial service organizations and is sponsored by business organizations of the 
community. In Vrrden, 18 business places sponsor this service. 

On February 17, 1964, six new residents of Virden met at the home 
of Mrs. Ruth Milner for the purpose of forming a Welcome Wagon Club. The 
first executive consisted of President, Mrs. Eleanor Seafoot; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Mrs. Fay Chisholm; phoning, Mrs. Joyce Larkin. 

Mrs. Milner was the Welcome Wagon Hostess from its inception until 
she moved away amd Mrs. Isabel Gerrier became the new official Hostess in 
January, 1967. Any newcomers who have been recipients of Welcome Wagon 
service are eligible to join. 

The club's attendance has been increasing every year from an average 
of seven members in 1%4 to over 15 in 1969. We meet once a month except 
in July at:td Auyust. 

The club provides a meeting ground for newcomers in a social setting. 
It aims to provide interesting and enjoyable evenings for our members. It en
ables newcomers to meet other newcomers and older members are on hand to 
greet and welcome other newcomers. 
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Members have come from nearly every province and from as far away 
as England and the Philippines. 

When a newcomer arrives in your neighborhood, when a friend moves 
into a new home, or when a special event occurs in your family or in the family 
of one of your friends, a call to the Welcome Wagon Hostess will bring her to 
the door with congratulations and greetings from the community and a basket 
of girfts for the family. 

CO-OP GUILD 

Virden Co-op Women's Guild was organized in October 1956 with 
Mrs. J. madge President, Mrs. C.H. Webster Vice-President, and Mrs. M.T. 
Heritage Secretary-Treasurer. The Directors were Mrs. J. Watton, Mrs. W. 
Tapp, Mrs. L. Chapple, Mrs. J. Sproat and Mrs. A. Milne. Four of these origi-
nal members continued to work over ten years for this society. 

The meetings were educational with programs promoting some phase 
of co-operative effort. The Guild worked here, giving valuable assistance to the 
store management whenever requested. The relations were always most har
monious. Quite recently, this organization under the new management, decided 
their work was no longer necessary. 

VIRDEN CREDIT UNION LIMITED 
By John Lund 

The Credit Union was moved from the home of W.N. Lund in April, 
1959 to a rented office in the Derrick Theatre. At this time, Virden Credit 
Union had 849 members with assets of $421,523.92. From 195 2 to June, 1961, 
Virden Credit Union was managed and operated by Mr. and Mrs. W.N. Lund. 
since that time, our office staff has increased steadily until at the present time, 
there is a staff of nine. 

In 1961 Virden Credit Union took a big step in building a new office. 
Membership was 1,110 with assets of $678,917.53. July of 1963 was another 
milestone as assets reached $1,000,000 with membership of 1,379. Whereas it 
required 23 years of hard struggle to reach the $1,000,000 mark, it required 
only 30 months to reach assets of $2,000,000. 

By April 30, 1970, Virden Credit Union has grown to a membership 
of 2,219 with assets of $3,426,769.75. 

With this growth has come the need for more office space. The Board 
of Directors have planned a new office building to be constructed and opened 
this year on the corner of Nelson and Eighth. 

We feel this is a banner year for the Virden Credit Union as we are not 
only planning the erection of our permanent building office, but also celebrat
ing our 30th business anniversary which ties in with the 100th birthday of 
Manitoba. 
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RED CROSS SOCIETY 
Reported by Mrs. D.A. Gray 

The Virden Red Cross has no official organization. However, Virden 
and community continue to support this society. Mention should be made of a 
devoted group of canvassers of which Mrs. D.A. Gray is convener and Mrs. Roy 
Stinson is secretary-treasurer. 

Two faithful members continued to sew and knit for the Society. Mrs. 
Earle Bailley and Mrs. Charles Lambourne report that they are also working on 
a quilt. 

THE VIRDEN OIL WIVES 
By Dora Clarke 

The organization was started by some young wives of oil men who were 
often at home alone with their children when their husbands were away at work 
for two or three weeks at a time. It was a means of bringing together oil wives 
who were lonely or strangers in a town or city. It provided them with a common 
meeting place where in a friendly, social atmosphere, they could discuss prob
lems of mutual interest. The oil wives set up their own executive and carried 
out projects and plans for their own enjoyment and for the betterment of the 
district they were in. A great many towns and cities have their Oil Wives Organ
ization, and strangers moving from place to place are glad to be welcomed by 
fellow members of the organization. 

The first Oil Wives group in Virden was formed under Mrs. Fran 
Mciver who became the first president. Soon there were over 100 members 
and the problem arose of accommodation for dinner meetings, but they were 
helped out by the catering of different Virden groups. 

In 1955 the Oil Wives put on a Fashion Show to help raise money to 
contribute to the building of a swimming pool in Virden. Grace Hegion was in 
charge, but everyone had a part to play in the show, and $1,000 was presented 
to Dave Forster for the pool project. 

The Oil Wives formed a Ladies' Softball team, a bridge club, and took 
part in dress-up Hallowe'en parties as forms of entertainments. The 1955 exec
utive was President, Mrs. Eloise Howard; Social Convener, Grace Hegion, with 
Dora Clarke and Vivian Fraser as assistants. A Christmas party was planned. 

In the spring of 1956 many transfers among the oil men cut down the 
numbers of the organization. 

In 1957 Mrs. Dean Hunter of Edmonton asked Virden to send a repre
sentative to the first organization meeting of International Oil Wives Clubs. 
Eunice McNeary went as representative. Virden agreed to become part of the 
world-wide organization. 

The Oil Wives entered a float in the parade held on Virden's 75th 
birthday in 1957 decorated with their colors of gold and black. This was under 
the leadership of Dora Clarke and Eunice McNeary. Other activities for the 75UJ 
anniversary were a fiddling contest, pie-eating contest, beard-growing contest, 
dances and old-fashioned dress contests. 
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The year 1958 saw many changes in membership, many farewell par
ties were held, and newcomers received. The President for this year was Eunice 
McNeary with Dora Clarke vice-president and Winnie Bowering, Helen Atkinson 
and Marlene Lane also on the executive. Some activities this year were helping 
Hospital Aid and assi~ting with tag days. An active Oil Service Club has been 
formed by now and the two organizations had a wind-up dinner in June and all 
worked collecting used clothing to be sent to "The Next to New Shop" in 
Regina where the clothing was sold to raise money for a holiday home for 
crippled children. 

Mrs. Bert Trowell was the new 1958-59 president. A stork club, 
bridge club and curling club were organized. The president attended the Oil 
Wives International at Regina. 

In 1959 Dora Clarke was president; Alda Johnson, vice-president; 
Audrey Clarke, secretary; Glennie Heintz, entertainment convener; Grace 
Hegion, Public Relations Convener. In 1959 Dora Clarke attended another 
International Convention and accepted the Charter for the Virden Club. This 
year an inter-club bonspiel and a one-day golf tournament were enjoyed. 

In 1960 Doreen Cosgrove became president. In November the club 
undertook the mending at the hospital. Doris Hollamby attended the 
International Convention in Calgary. It was decided the clubs would send 
news letters to each other twice a year in order to gain new ideas. 

In May one board member from International Oil Wives attended a 
dinner and election of officers in Virden. Doris Hollamby was elected Presi
dent and other officers were Betty Henuset, Elaine Sharratt and Della 
Peterson. Money was raised for the Retarded Children's Association by hav
ing Hobo Coffee Parties. 

In 1961 the International Convention was to be held in Estevan and 
Virden Oil Wives were asked to help sponsor this event. At this convention, 
arrangements were made for name pins for Virden Oil Wives. An exchange 
bonspiel with Oxbow was enjoyed this year, the United Church ladies catering 
for the bonspiel here. A gift was presented to Phil Ireland on her departure to 
Tripoli with her husband and family. 

The new board for 1962 were Benny Henuset, president; Beth Park, 
Secretary; Marion McLenehan, Treasurer. Bowling was enjoyed this year. 
Betty Henuset attended the International Convention at Dawson Creek. 

New officers for 1963-64 were Aida Johnson, president; Annie 
Carden, secretary; Joan Elliot, reservations. Many members were now moving 
away and in spite of many efforts to keep going, it was suggested that the club 
be given up, but with renewed efforts, the club was kept going and members 
felt closer to each other. Changes had to made in the executive. 

At the present time, the club has 16 paid-up members and the 1969-70 
executive is: 

Past President - Shirley Day 
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President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Entertainment 
Constitution Chairman 
Reservation Chairman 
Historian and Publicity 
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-Marilyn Wilson 
- Dora Clarke 
- Mary Higgins 
- Ev. Pateman 
-Betty West 
- Glenes Heintz 
-Gay Hannem 
- Sylvia Flecknor 

;. 

81 



SPORTS AND RECREATION 

ORGAI\IIZED SPORTS IN VIRDEN 1954 TO 1970 

"All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy." 

In 1954 a group of interested citizens of the Town of Virden and the 
Virden Consolidated School District formed the Virden Sports Booster Club to 
co-ordinate the activities of the community. 

The fall of 1954 Mr. Fred DePourque was retained to coach the minor 
hockey team in Virden. Fred looked after all the hockey between the ages of 
six and 16. Bob Hood and Clarence Braybrook looked after the Juvenile or 
18-and-under group while Cec Papke coached Virden's entry into the Southwest 
Hockey League, the Virden Oil Kings. 

In 1955 the Virden Sports Booster Club hired Laurie Artiss of Dauphin 
as Sports Director and organized the baseball for the Town of Virden as well as 
the oil dome baseball league for the minor ball team of the area. Laurie was a 
born organizer and created the first minor hockey league in Virden. Saturdays 
were busy from dawn till dark in the old tin arena in Victoria Park as children of 
all ages exercised their talents. 

The '55-'56 season, a Bantam "A" team from Virden with some players 
from Oak Lake captured the MAHA Bantam "A" championship. Some of these 
players have gone on to make a name for themselves in the hockey world. 
Commercial Senior League was organized the following year with some of 
Virden's former greats taking part as well as home teams from the oil fields 
which were booming at the time. 

Virden Oil Kings was one of the top teams in the southwest Hockey 
League that season. Amongst the stars of the team were Bill Dutton, Murray 
Slawson, Clarence Braybrook, Henry Palk, Cecil Papke, Jim Wilson and Art 
Thomspon. 

No provincial championships were won in hockey that year, but organ
ization was kept up and the juvenile hockey team of that year made the best 
showing. Laurie Artiss left in 1957 to take up the position of Sports Editor 
for The Brandon Sun. 

Curling came to the limelight in 1957 as Virden represented Manitoba 
in the Canadian School Boy Championship. Henry Riendeau's rink of Jack 
Suter, third, Ken Shoemaker at second, and Ted Bridgett leading, won third 
place in the event. 
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In 1958 the Sports Booster Club was re-organized for a more diversi
fied group to take advantage of provincial grants which became available that 
year. 

The Virden Amateur Athletic Association, who through grants from 
the province, town and the school boards and money raised by their own ef
forts, hired Murray Richardson as Sports Director. Murray's friendly manner 
and knowledge of hockey and baseball stood him in good stead in Virden for 
ten full years (until April, 196 7), after which he moved to North Battleford 
to head their Recreation Department. 

A new arena was constructed in Virden agricultural grounds in 1958 
which was under the management of the Arena Centre Board which comprised 
seven members from the community, headed by the head of Council. 

The Virden Amateur Athletic Association had many diligent workers 
to carry it through its first years -- Dr. H. Stockton, Mr. Ed Smith, Mrs. Dora 
Clark, Mrs. Kay McDougall, Mr. Ray Bonner, Mr. Dune McDonald, just to men
tion a few, worked very hard for the community in this regard. 

Hockey and baseball dominated the scene from 1959 on, with a Senior 
Club carrying through until1961 at which time intermediate hockey ceased to 
exist in Virden. Some of the players in the last Virden Huskies edition man
aged by Ed Clark and coached by Chester Tesarowski were Jim Joseph, Joe 
Joseph, Art Thompson, Henry Palk, Rod and Jack Lee, Jack Young, Keith 
Penny and Alex Martinovich. 

Minor hockey came to the fore upon the death of the intermediate 
club, the Virden juvenile team under the management of 1\flr. Fin Lane assum
ing the Husky name, went on to capture the Manitoba Juvenile Championship. 

Several championships have bee::~ won in the MAHA by Virden, includ
ing the midget championship in 1965, and again in 1969. 

Dune McDonald and a group of Virden sports-minded citizens peti
tioned council in August of 1967 to form an incorporated body known as the 
Virden Community Recreation Commission to operate and manage all the 
sports facilities owned and situated on the property of the Town of Virden. 
This body is rE:sponsible for all sports in the town of Virden, and the incorporat
ing body was formed with Dune McDonald as President; John Cockbill as Vice
President; Jim Leckie as Secretary-Treasurer; and Larry Heintz, Hugh Larkin, 
Burns Chisholm and Henry Palk as the chartering directors. 

In the fall of 1967 Mr. R.H. "Pinkie" Davie was retained as Recreation 
Director. Pinkie Davie came to Virden after a 26-year stint in Flin Flon, 
Manitoba. He brought to Virden the benefit of his many years' experience in 
the field of organized athletics and was instrumental in getting a wider field of 
organized athletics going for the town. 

The new arena in Virden, while boasting the largest ice surface in rural 
Manitoba, was without heat for the spectators or without artificial ice, limiting 
the season to those months in which the seasonal conditions were suitable. 
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Virden Community Recreation Commission, 196 7 . . 
Left to right back row: B. Chisholm, Henry Pa/k, Hugh Larkm, Larry Hemtz. 
Front row: J.H. Leckie, Secretary-Treasurer: D. McDonald, President; John Cock bill, 
Vice-President. 

The V.C.R.C. started in 1968 to raise funds to install artificial ice, concrete 
floor and spectator heating in the arena. The total cost of said improvements 
to the arena came to well over $75,000, much of which was donated by Virden 
citizens and raised through a walkathon and outright grants from the Kinsmen 
Club, the Lions Club, the Legion, etc. 

The activities of the Recreation Commission have carried on and ex
panded each year to the point where they now co-ordinate both the physical 
activities of the schools with the activities of all the citizens of the town. 

The citizens recreation and that means citizens of all ages, is the re
sponsibility of the V.C.R.C. who operate programs for hockey, baseball, fast
ball, softball for the girls, broomball, judo, ladies' fitness, baton twirling, figure 
skating, roller skating and many other activiites. 

In 1969 the interior of the arena was painted and it is now able to serve 
all sports and entertainment of all kinds on the concrete floor. 

A swimming pool. constructed in 1959 through money raised by the 
Virden Chamber of Commerce in gigantic Swimos held in the Virden Airport, 
serves the Virden district for water sports in the summer months. Red Cross 
swimming instruction is provided each year and has given a great many Virden 
chilren and adults the required water safety and life-saving ability that is neces-
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Virden Community Recreation Complex 

sary in today's water recreation. The tests provided by the Red Cross have 
given Virden through the years the ability to train its own life guards and water 
safety instructors. The Minor Hockey Association is a very active body headed 
by Mr. Orville Fowler and provides the coaching and operation of all the minor 
hockey in the Virden area. Virden minor hockey teams take part in the Turtle 
Mountain Hockey League where teams of all age groups compete. Virden teams 
stood well to the top of the league in all categories during the 1969-70 season. 

Virden Swimming Pool 
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The present board consists of Dune McDonald, president; George 
Trowell, Vice-President; Jim Leckie, Secretary-Treasurer; John Cock bill, Hugh 
Larkin, Ken Kellsey and Keith Elliott. Virden Community Recreation Commis
sion and their director, Mr. Pinkie Davie, and their staff, Mr. Keith Braybrook 
and Mr. Chuck Lyons, look forward to many successful years in the recreational 
field in Virden. 

VIRDEN CURLING CLUB 

Virden's four-sheet curling rink was built in 1958 by the members of 
the Virden Curling Club. 

An artificial ice plant was installed in 1963 and with gas heaters having 
since been installed in the curling area, Virden now has one of the most modern 
curling rinks in western Manitoba. 

With a full schedule in operation at all times from approximately 
November 1 to March 31, there are nearly 500 people curling in the Men's, 
Ladies', High School, Junior High School, Couples and Saturday Afternoon 
Clubs. 

Each year usually during the month of February, the ice is rented to 
various organizations holding one, two or three-day bonspiels. 

In 1968 it became the home of the Manitoba Senior Champions when 
Jim Duncan and his rink of Bill Milne, Clarence Williamson and Noble McGill 
won the Manitoba Senior Championship and competed at Edmonton for the 
Dominion Senior Championship. 

Jim Duncan has been made permanent Honorary President of the 
Club and this year a long-time member of the club, Hank Lyle, was made an 
Honorary Life Member. 

LADIES' CURLING 
By Flora Brown and Greta Cruickshank 

For more than 45 years ladies' curling has been one of the sports en
thusiastically carried on in Virden. Records show the annual meeting in 1925 
with five rinks, and a full slate of officers. 

Virden re-organized their club in 1948 after a decline during the war 
years and became affiliated with M.L.C.A. By 1950 an active club with sixteen 
rinks was taking part in Virden's first ladies' Open Annual Bonspiel with entries 
from a large area, with good curling and prizes second to none. Through the 
generosity of Mr. and Mrs. D'Alton Power, the Virden Creamery's annual tro
phy was presented to the club. Four engraved individual trophies are given 
each year to the winner of the Grand Aggregate in our Open Spiel. 195 2 
saw a rink participating in the provincial playdowns and since then it has been a 
yearly event, much improved. 
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In 1957 the Virden Ladies' Annual Club Trophy was first presented 
and is still competed for on a point system, by the evening club. This club had 
64 members in the 1969-70 season curling at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. draw on 
Tuesday evenings. Season fees for the club were $15.00 for one game a week. 
The seas0n begins in November and ends in early April. 

We progressed into a new rink in 1958, located in the recreation cen
tre, making possible afternoon and evening curling Tuesdays and Fridays of 
each week. We now boast four sheets of non-partitioned artificial ice, gas 
heated, a large waiting room, modern coffee bar, and upstairs gallery. 

At the beginning of the 1967-68 season, the Virden Ladies decided 
because of such a large interest in Ladies' Curling, to form two separate clubs: 
The Virden Ladies' Curling Club and the Virden ladies' Afternoon Curling 
Club. The first president of our new club was Mrs. Dora Clarke. This division 
into two clubs also gave us the benefit of two entries into M.L.C.A. playdowns. 

The Afternoon Ladies' Club has nearly 100 members. We curl 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons. In 1967 a new trophy 
was purchased for the Afternoon Ladies' Curling Club. The trophy goes to the 
afternoon rink with the best wins and loss record. The annual fee was $11.25 
for one game of curling a week. We were pleased to have the honor of acting 
as hostess to District 16 Playdowns January 12, 13 and 14, 1970. 1 

The executives of the Virden Ladies' Curling Club and the Virden 
Ladies' Afternoon Curling Club form the Virden Ladies' Bon spiel Committee 
which hosted 48 rinks in their 1970 Centennial Bonspiel. Bonspiel Committee 
Chairman was Mrs. Beatrice Tough. In 1969 the Virden Ladies' Club Rose 
Bowl Trophy was given for the first time to the winners of the second event. 

A Virden ladies' rink composed of Mrs. Doris Metcalf, skip; Mrs. 
Gloria Stendall, third; Mrs. Esther Kyte, second; Mrs. Molly Forester, lead; and 
Mrs. Beatrice Mcintosh, spare; were successful in winning the District Playdowns 
in 1958 at Roblin, Manitoba, and again in 1959 at Minnedosa, Manitoba. 

Senior Ladies' Playdowns :::om petition began in 1969 for those 
M.L.C.A. members who were over the age of fifty-five. Winners of the 1969 
district 16 Playdowns held at Virden and Boissevain, Manitoba, were Mrs. 
Greta Cruickshank, skip; Mrs. Gertrude Ambrick, third; Mrs. Ola Duncan, 
second; Mrs. Muriel Parker, lead; Mrs. Verlie Sinclair, spare. In 1970 the 
same rink with the exception of Mrs. Ambrick were successful district winners 
for a second time and played in ZoneD Competition at Deloraine, Manitoba. 

GOLF 

Virden Golf and Country Club Ltd., provided pastime for many of 
our leading citizens since 1932. Some of the early players who are still with 
us are Mrs. J.A. McLachlan, Dr. J.R. Monteith, Alex Adams, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Allan Kent. 

Mr. Hood, a former bank manager, was the first president. 
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Among the best scorers in the tournaments of those far-off days were: 
M.R. Ames, T. Boiteau, J.A. McLachlan, Ed Hollowell, Dr. Monteith and Alex 
Adams. 

Later on, the scanty reports which were available, record the names 
of ladies who were winners-Mrs. J.A. McLachlan and Helen E. Bridgett. 

The course continues to be improved with a well-kept adequate club 
house. 

Recently the executive of the club has tried to contact all original 
shareholders so that, they or their families might redeem their shares. 

This year 1970 a club comprised of younger members takes over the 
management under the direction of Peter Morris as President. 

THE VIRDEN SQUARE DANCE CLUB 
By Gordon Grose 

It is surprising how long the Virden Square Dance Club has been a 
part of the Virden community. It was organized in the fall of 1953 with the 
help of a couple who had just come from Brandon where square dancing was 
very popular. 

The second year there were three square dance clubs started: a senior 
club, a beginners' club, and a teen club. The teen club lasted only until 
November of that year. The two clubs continued until December 24, 1958, 
when they amalgamated to form a single club as it remains today. 

The square dance club has been active in many community activities 
in the past. The most notable would be their participation in the 75th anniver
sary of the town of Vriden in July of 1957. The club held street dances, after
noon dances, and a monster jamboree. To top all these activities, they decorat
ed a float to enter the parade for the celebration. They really must have had a 
very hectic week. Over the years they have sponsored jamborees at which 
members from surrounding clubs come to socialize and dance. 

At the beginning there was no caller, but the club members danced to 
records which had the calls on them; and the instructors explained and demon
strated the basics of these dances. Some of the first instructors were Verna 
Kipling and Edith and George Hall. 

Then Myra and Bill Hooper took over the instruction and Bill learned 
to call. After that, the members enjoyed dancing to live calls. Stan Down 
called for several years after the Hoopers left town. The most recent callers 
were Irene and Ev Elkington. 

Unfortunately, the members found that the financial pressure of keep
ing a club running was becoming too great,and the club became inactive in 
December of 1968. It is to be hoped that with renewed interest, the club may 
soon flourish again since through this club many friendships and romances 
have blossomed. 
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VIRDEN LAWN BOWLING CLUB 1956-1970 
By Mrs. Gee 

Lawn bowling has been a popular sport in Virden for many years. 
Present-day interest in this sport is largely due to the interest and work of the 
late Mr. H.R. Grose, who stirred up a renewed interest and started the idea of 
bowling competitions and offered the first trophy for these competitions. Oth
er trophies were presented by Mr. MacGregor and Mr. Knox. 

Virden Lawn Bowling 

In the y<:ar 1956 the Virden Bowling League had fourteen members. 
Mrs. Mary Cook was president and Mrs. Edna Hood, secretary. The membership 
has steadily increased, reaching its peak in 1968 when the club had forty 
members. 

The greens, buildings, including a nice club house, and fences have 
been carefully looked after so that the site is one of the beauty places in the 
park. The Royal Canadian Legion donated to the club seven benches formerly 
used in the old Legion Hall. These benches are well built and nicely painted. 
As well as being a great convenience for the bowlers and spectators, they are 
also used in other parts of the park. 

We are fortunate to still have with us some of the bowlers who were 
with us before 1956, namely, Mrs. Mary Cook, Mrs. M. Leach. Mrs. 
Brownlie, Mrs. J. Irving, and Mrs. Hood. Mr. J.R. Brownlie and Mr. Harry 
Dodds are still interested in bowling, but are unable to take part. Mrs. Grose is 
another early bowler who, the members hope, will be well enough to bowl this 
summer. 
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The Virden Bowling Club belongs to the Manitoba Lawn Bowling 
Association and to the North West Manitoba Bowlers which is a group of clubs 
in western Manitoba which bowl every year for the "Black Cup". In these 
competitions, our members meet many more bowlers. Last summer ( 1969), 
the Minnedosa, Virden and Strathclair Clubs all met at Clear Lake for a day of 
friendly bowling. 

Our club bowls three evenings a week all summer and have afternoon 
and evening bowling and a picnic lunch on holidays such as May 24, July l 
and Labor Day. 

INDOOR BOWLING 

Indoor bowling has also been a pastime in Virden from time to time 
until the alley was destroyed by fire in 1954. A new building was built by 
Mormar Enterprises of Winnipeg on 3rd Avenue. It was opened June 28, 1962 
and closed in the summer of 1965. The managers were Norman Sexsmith, 
D.A. Gray and Arvyn, as his assistant, and Bill Murray. 

HARNESS RACING 
By John Clarke 

Harness racing today is "Big Business". It is returning to Manitoba as 
the fastest growing sport and No. l tourist attraction. Tourism and recreation 
rank among the top dollar attractions within our province today. 

Names like Billy Bridgett, Bill McLean, Sid Carscadden, Joe Gibson, 
Alf Megaffin, Bill Jocelyn, Bill McDonald, Charlie Lawrence, Isaac Bennet, 
Tom McDonald and several others were commonplace among horsemen. 
These proud owners of pacers and trotters would spend their Thursday after
noon at the Virden race track training and racing. A $5.00 wager was routine 
and par for the course. One heat was only a poor warm-up. These owner
trainer-drivers would race as much as three one-mile dashes with the winner of 
two heats taking t>he purse which was often raced for the satisfaction of proving 
they had the best pacer or trotter on the track. 

Pari-mutuel wagering in Canada in 1969 was $344 million dollars. 

Today's purses range from a low of $200 at the rural tracks to 
$9,500 at larger tracks or for colt futurities or stake races. 

The following are some of the statistics of Virden harness racing in the 
past fifteen years: 

Brady Benedict, owned by Leon Sauteur, won 1956 Manitoba 
Futurity_ Leon, then living at Oak Lake, trained his horses at Virden and intro
duced many fine stallions to western Canada and, through his efforts, greatly 
improved the breeding. Champ Adios was sold to eastern interests and recog
nized as a leading sire in western Canada. His colts in 1968 won a total of 
$308,464. 
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Royal ScottS. owned by Langlois Bros., won Manitoba Futurity in 
1958. He was later taken east by Norman Temple of Wolseley, Saskatchewan, 
and given a mark of 2:07. 

Ford Wiggins, of Arrow River, trained his first harness horse, Don 
Baker, over the Virden track. 

G.R. Counsel, owned by Ed Page, Hargrave, co-winner of the colt 
stake at Deloraine, went on to take a mark of 2:06 when twelve yeras old at 
Chicago. Wallace Counsel, with a mark of 2:08, and George Sproat, were a 
must at all Manitoba race tracks during the sixties. "Wally" named after the 
sitting council of Wallace Municipality, is still on the go. 

Prince Champ, owned by Langlois Bros. and trained by George 
Sproat, holds Winnipeg Assiniboia Downs track record of 2:03 1/5. 

Buddy Brae, also a Langlois product, took an eastern mark of 2:04 
1/5. Trudy Uldine and Vesta Direct, both owned by Wilf Dryden of Lenore, 
trained over the Virden track during the sixties also. Wilf sold Trudy to 
Calgary and Vesta down east. 

Doctor Kirk, owned by Bob Brydon and Ed Page of Hargrave, won 
nine of eleven races in 1962 in Manitoba and later sold to eastern interests and 
is still racing with a mark of 2:04 1/5. 

Easter Doll, owned by Jack Sawyer, won Manitoba Colt Futurity in 
1964 with Chucky Lewis driving. 

Miss Baker Adios, owned by Brydon and Page, of Hargrave, sold to 
Eastern interests in 1966, now holds a mark of 2:01 1/5 and is the fastest 
pacing mare ever bred and raised in Canada with winnings of $75,000. 

Margie Kirk and Nipper G, Harold Richardson's two good pacers, 
trained at Virden since 1962 and gave many a spectator a thrill as Nipper head
ed into the stretch and wore the competition down. 

Billy Adios Riggs, owned by Deno Fontana, made a good show for 
Virden at Ladner, British Columbia, winning several races in 2:10 or better on 
the half mile track. Deno now has Verity Kidd who made a mark of 2:07 at 
Assiniboia Downs in 1969 and is expected to better this mark in 1970. 

Duchess Paradise, a Champ Adios filly, made a new mark of 2:06 3/5. 
She is a four-year-old and is owned by Mrs. John Clarke. 

Armbro Dusty, a ten-year-old unraced Tar Heel-Adios cross stallion, was 
recently purchased by John Clarke and is standing at the John Clarke stables at 
Virden. It is hoped that he will become a top sire. Tar Heel is the North 
America leading sire with a service fee of $7,500 to approved mares only. 

Virden can boast of a $100,000 added harness racing business, having 
close to fifty brood mares and colts in the district plus thirty to forty standard
breds in training at the several stables, some of which have their own half-mile 
training tracks at the farm. 
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For Centennial Year, the Virden Agricultural Society- sponsored race 
meet is scheduled for Saturday, June 13 with pari-mutuel wagering. Buffalo 
Burgers are being featured at the race meet. 

The Manitoba Standardbred Sire's Stake was formed in 1969 with the 
first race scheduled for 1970 for a purse of approximately $3,500. Several 
Virden horses qualify for the stake race being held at Wawanesa June 27, 1970. 
The Manitoba Government has pledged an annual grant to the Association of 
$1,500. 

Horse racing is rated North America's fastest-growing sport and ranks 
as Manitoba's top dollar tourist attraction. 

VIRDEN 4-H LIGHT HORSE AND PONY CLUB 
By Tanis Whiteford 

The Virden 4-H Light Horse and Pony Club originated in 1964 because 
of considerable interest shown in horses in our area. Mrs. Coleman started the 
club the first year for members between the ages of 9 and 21. 

There were 19 members the first year with the following officers: 
Betty Gallant, Doug Kydd, Jocelyn Godolphin, Nina Jean Heaman, and Peggy 
Veldhuis. The leaders were Mrs. Coleman, Mrs. D. Johnson and Gayle 
Graham, junior leader. 

In this year we participated in Christmas caroling, a 4-H bonspiel and 
4-H Talent Night in Elkhorn, the Manitoba Winter Fair, Brandon and Virden 
4-H Rallies, and an Easter Sunrise Service (outside at 4:30a.m.). Our club won 
a plaque for first prize in the Virden Parade. 

The next year, the officers were Mavis Volk, Norman Milne, Betty 
Gallant, Sherald Volk and Valerie Volk. Mrs. Coleman was the local leader 
with Kay Milne and Mr. Coleman assistant leaders. We went on a fine educa
tional trip to Kenossee and Moose Mountain area where we went trail riding 
and sight-seeing. 

The club lost and gained a few members in its third year as in every 
year, and ended the year with 17 members. 

The club had the great honor of carrying the scroll, a document that 
went across Canada on horseback to the Queen in Montreal. This was part of 
celebrating Canada's 100th birthday. 

Valerie Volk, Dreada Coleman, Winnie English, and Linda Wood were 
the officers, and Mrs. Coleman, Mrs. Milne and Mrs. Collier were the leaders. 

In the Pony Club's fourth year, the officers were Wanda Moore, 
Dreada Coleman, Joan Forsyth and Norman Kyle. The leaders were Mrs. 
Coleman, Mr. Moore, Mrs. Forsyth and Mrs. Henderson. 

This year we held something new called a "Pony Party" which was ac
tually a small horse show. This turned out quite successful. We also had a 
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trail ride in the Assiniboine Valley that everyone thought was quite venture
some. We ended the year of '67 with a Christmas party at the home of the 
Hendersons. 

In the summer of '68 our most exciting experience was taking our 
horses to tne Brandon Summer Fair to compete against other 4-H members. 
The club did quite well by winning a few prizes and also had a lot of fun. 

Again in 1969 we took our horses to Brandon Fair, but unfortunately, 
it rained all the time we were there. 

The officers in the fifth year were: Dreada Coleman, Sandra Hender
son, Joan Forsyth and Toni Grose with leaders: Mrs. Coleman, Mrs. Henderson, 
and Mrs. Forsyth. 

So far this year the officers are: Tanis Whiteford, Sandra Henderson, 
Joan Forsyth and Dale Horn. Mrs. Coleman, Mrs. Henderson and Mrs. Forsyth 
are the leaders. We've participated in public speaking, a 4-H Bonspiel, and held 
a raffle. 

The Virden 4-H Light Horse and Pony Club has proven beneficial to all 
members of the club. 

THE HISTORY OF THE VIRDEN RIDING CLUB 
By Phyllis Clarke 

The original club was formed in 1966 under the name of the Virden. 
Light Horse Club. The president was Joe Alexander; the vice-president was 
Lee Leckie, and the secretary-treasurer was Marge Aspenleider. This club held 
several practices, made a banner, and participated in the Fair Parade. In the 
spring of 1967, this club took part in the Pony Express Ride across Canada and 
paraded in the Fair Parade. The club was then dropped until the spring of 1968. 

The club was started up again with Joe Volk as the president, Barry 
Lyng as the vice-president, Mavis Miller (nee Volk) as the secretary, and Wayne 
Henuset as the treasurer. There were thirty-nine paid members. During this 
term, the club purchased shirts and had films, that were to the benefit of the 
members of the club. The club participated in the Fair Parade and this was 
the first year that it had classes at the fair-three in all. Also, during the term, 
the club had one overnight trail ride and two-day rides. The club had a 
Horse Show of its own at the fair grounds in the fall of 1968. About twenty
five horses were entered. 

On October 15, 1968 the Club had an annual meeting and adopted a 
constitution that it would follow throughout the following years. The club 
elected Barry Lyng as president, Fin lane as vice-president, Geraldine Fowler as 
secretary, and Jack Bomford as treasurer. There were twenty-nine paid mem
bers. At this meeting, it was decided that the original name of the Club, The 
Virden Light Horse Club, be changed to the Virden Riding Club, as it now is. 

The club participated in the Virden Fair again in 1969. Because of 
the change in name, a new banner was made, which the members of the club 
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carried in the Fair Parade. They again had four classes in the Fair. The Club 
put a float in the Santa Claus Parade and two members rode on horseback be
hind the float. The club invited out-of-town clubs and other non-members to 
come to the fall show held at Fin Lane's farm-the place where all practices 
were held. This was a very sucessful show with forty-nine horses entered. The 
Club also had one overnight trail ride this summer and it was decided to have 
four classes in the fair again and to participate in the parade as was done in pre
vious years. 

The next annual meeting was on October 14, 1969, to open the 
'69-'70 term. The Club elected as executive: Barry Lyng as president, Fin 
Lane as vice-president, Geraldine Fowler as secretary, and Morris Clarke as 
treasurer. There are thirty paid members for this term as of yet. The Club has 
had one social evening with another planned. Plans have been made for more 
trail rides this summer and it was decided to have four classes in the fair again 
and to participate in the parade as was done in previous years. 

The Virden Riding Club is grateful to Fin Lane for carrying the name 
of the Club on the canvas of his pony chuckwagon. The Club is also grateful 
to those who donated trophies for the classes at the fair. 
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UL TURAL CLUBS 

"Art is long and Time is fleeting." 

VIRDEN ART CLASSES 
By Lila Higginbotham 

During the past decade, Virden has been fortunate in having Art 
Classes instructed by teachers of very high calibre. 

The first teacher, and one who made a lasting impression, was Mrs. Ena 
Skafel of Brandon, who with her patience and artistic ability, guided many a 
budding artist. 

Reinhart Strube, who is presently in his native area of Germany's 
Black Forest, painting the purple valleys and pines of the fairy tale countryside, 
succeeded Mrs. Skafel. 

Steve Repa, Geoffrey Wooller, and Bruce Ferguson all gave of their 
time and talent. 

Richard Halliday, who is presently Dean of the Canadian Scoool of 
Art at Montreal, was instructor for two years. At twenty-five, he was the 
youngest person ever selected to the B.C. Society of Artists. 

Enthusiastic and vivacious, Mrs. Arthur Holland of Kenton, Manitoba, 
gave a valuable contribution also. She is a graduate of the Glasgow School of 
Art, Scotland, and was a scholarship student. 

She taught at Rupert's Land Girls' School and was special Art teacher 
at Balmoral Hall in Winnipeg. She is past-president of the Manitoba Association 
for Art Education. 

The present instructor is Raymond Barnabe, who studied at L'Ecole 
De Beaux Arts Montreal, and Boston School of Fine Art. 

The classes have been held in various places such as Goulter School, 
St. Mary's Parish Hall, and the Virden Regional Library. 

The Virden group has been affiliated with the Brandon Allied Arts 
Centre, and has access to its facilities as well as its teachers. The Non-Jury 
Shows at the Centre have provided exhibition opportunities for both amateur 
and practicing artists for many years. 

One of the requisites when securing an instructor from the Art Centre 
was that there must be a Children's Class as well as the adult. 
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For a few years, the culmination of the year's work was displayed in 
conjunction with the Virden Music and Arts Festival, the work being adjudicated 
by such well-known artists as Prof. George Swinton, Miss Betty McLeish, 
Richard Halliday and Mrs. Arthur Holland. 

Various trophies were offered to art competitors; the one of particular 
interest was the Terry McLean trophy. 

Terry, well known to Virden, has become widely recognized as a 
painter of wildlife. His largest mural entitled "Manitoba Wild Life 1867-1967" 
was unveiled in Towne Pontiac's showroom in Winnipeg by Manitoba's Minister 
of Municipal Affairs, Mrs. Thelma Forbes. The mural is 46 x 5 feet, and was 
commissioned as a Centennial project by Ray DuBois, president of Towne 
Pontiac Ltd. 

The painting depicts the topography and wildlife of Manitoba, particu
larly those of the Carberry Hills, the Red River Valley, and the Whiteshcll. 
Some of the animals and birds included in the painting are either extinct or rare. 

The artist used a remarkable treatment of light, ranging from the moon 
rising near the Ontario border to early twilight near the Saskatchewan border. 
The painting glows with autumn colors in hundreds of hues. 

There is a possibility that eventually it will be presented to the 
Manitoba government for exhibit in the new Manitoba Arts Centre in Winnipeg. 

Terry has done seven cover paintings for Sydney I. Robinson Sporting 
Goods company, and one cover painting for the Manitoba Business Journal. 

He has also had showings and has painting "on the spot" at boat shows 
and auto shows in Winnipeg. 

The manager of the Montreal Trust Company in Winnipeg commissioned 
a painting for his office, and Terry has painted others for doctors, an American 
governor, and even for a bush pilot. 

Among trophy winners were a mother-and-daughter team, when Mrs. 
Dorothy Heaman won the Reston Chamber of Commerce Trophy and her 
daughter Cheryl won the Terry McLean Trophy the same year. 

Most recent winner of the latter was Mrs. William Grant who won it in 
May 1969. 

Experimental work in ceramics has been done, as well as work in oils, 
pastels, acrylics, charcoal, pen and ink and the fundamentals of drawing and 
design. 

Members have exhibited at jury shows, Manitoba Society of Artists 
Shows in Winnipeg, Brandon University, Exhibition of Western Manitoba 
Arists, as well as a local show each year. 

It would be impossible to list the names of all the past and present 
members, but some deserving mention are commented upon: 
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Mrs. Dorothy Pennington of Oak Lake, who specializes in portraits, has 
two pictures in the Permanent Collection at Brandon University. 

Mrs. Jean Blakeman is a long-time member who has a talent for catch
ing the mood in old buildings, and whose own poetic compositions are often an 
inspiration for her paintings. 

Mrs. Gertrude Reid, one of the original members, has produced many 
interesting pictures, from delicate flower sketches to dramatic paintings of the 
California Redwood trees. 

Known best for their landscapes are Mrs. Kathleen Rutherford, Mrs. 
Irene Paul, Mrs. Dawn Beerman and Mrs. Lenora Collier. 

Mrs. A.N. Werschler explodes color to dramatize the Manitoba land-
scape. 

Competent in composition and color, too, were Gladys Bray, Shirley 
Doak and Florence Monteith. 

Mrs. Arlie Hogg of Oak Lake employs a kind of primitive expressionism. 

A delicate touch with an eye for detail is expressed in the paintings of 
Eileen Doherty (Oak Lake), Connie Grant, Vera Leckie and Louise Gertz. 

Clo VanLoo and Mildred Moir are painters who reflect a love of na
ture, expressed with sensitivity. 

Newcomers Ida Nield, Joyce Rushton and Lois Billinton are show
ing much promise as well. 

The easels whie:h are still in use were made by Mr. J.R. Brownlie, and 
have served their purpose well. 

Much enjoyment has been derived from the classes. Many interesting 
paintings have been produced and the fellowship as well as the appreciation of 
the beauty that surrounds us have made it all worthwhile. 

Editor's Note 
The President of the Art Class, our Lila, of whom we are inordinately 

proud, besides being an excellent painter, is the guiding light and inspiration of 
the class. In her quiet way she encourages us and helps us when we appeal to 
her for same. This is a tribute to Lila Higginbotham, who has been president 
for eleven years and one of the original members, by the Editor, D. Pennington. 

CERAIVIICS 
By Mrs. George Murdoch 

Mr. and Mrs. George Murdoch began doing ceramics as a hobby in 
1962. In 1965 a kiln was purchased along with ten molds, into which ceramic 
liquid clay (termed "slip") is poured. Gradually, more and more molds and 
ceramics glazes, stains and tools were added. New techniques were learned and 
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developed and finished pieces produced. 

In the fall of 1969, the first group of ladies began learning ceramic 
fettling (cleaning of greenware pieces) and glazing; during the winter and spring 
of 1969-70, two more groups began. These groups were given instruction by 
Mr. and Mrs. Murdoch. The basement of :Murdoch's Bakery has been converted 
into a workshop which accommodates twenty-five students, with one area re
served for pouring greenwar.e. 

FESTIVAL 
By Gladys Carefoot 

In the Virden Story, published in 1957, the Virden Music and Arts 
Fes:ival was described as "the most extensive medium in the community today 
for the encouragement and development of cultural talent." That this is still 
true after more than a decade can be shown by the fact that the Festival has 
grown from a three-day to a six-day event. For several years a drama festival 
was held in conjunction with the music, speech arts and dancing, but this has 
since been discontinued. 

During the past thirteen years, the association has sponsored a number 
of additional and worthwhile cultural events. The Winnipeg Symphony per
formed here in 1959 with a matinee for school students and an evening concert 
for the general public. Both were sellouts, but unfortunately, our theatre, 
while a gem in so many respects, does not have sufficient seating capacity to 
warrant a return appearance except at a financial loss. The Canadian Players 
presented Shakespearean drama for large audiences during the early '60's on their 
regular cross-country tours. 

By 1962 the Association felt that no more trophies could be accepted 
and a scholarship fund was established for the 1963 season whereby the 
Association annually pays for one week of tuition and lodging at the Interna
tional Peace Camp for the teen-age competitor who, in the opinion of the 
Music Adjudicators, will benefit most from the camp. The young people who 
have earned this privilege have been most enthusiastic of the benefits and sever
al have returned on their own in successive years to take further instruction. 

To mark Canada's Centennial in 1967, the Trophy Concert was revived 
and the response to it has been overwhelming. It represents a cross-section of 
the top performances in all areas, and the trophies are presented following the 
individual performances. The trophies now include five for Folk and Square 
Dancing; eight for Speech Arts; and twenty-five for Music plus the Peace Garden 
Scholarship. At our 1967 Centennial Trophy Concert, President Mrs. S.W. Bray 
presented a gift to Mr. and Mrs. T.E. Armstrong in recognition of their many 
years of unfailing help and devotion to the work of the festival since its incep
tion in 1937. 

So many have contributed of their time and talents over the years that 
it would be impossible to name them individually so we can only say "thank 
you" to all of them and assure them that their efforts have not been wasted. 
We wish there was space to name all who have shared in shaping the festival and 
making it grow, but since this is not possible, a list of the presidents and secre
taries over the past thirteen years appears below: 
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PRESIDENT 
1957-58 J.R. McLachlan 
1958-59 Dr. D.E. Yates 
1959-60 Dr. D.E. Yates 
1960-61 J.R. McLachlan 
1961-62 Mrs. D.S. McDonald 
1962-63 Mrs. D.S. McDonald 
1963-64 Miss Betty Johnson 
1964-65 Mrs. W.T. Carefoot 

1965-66 Mrs. W. T. Care foot 

1966-67 Mrs. S.W. Bray 
1967-68 Mr. Glen B. Young 
1968-69 Mrs. R.M. Cappie 
1969-70 Mrs. R.M. Cappie 

SECRETARY 
Mrs. E.R. Plewes 
Mrs. E.R. Plewes 
Mrs. L.A. Chapple 
Mrs. W.T. Manser 
Mrs. W.T. Manser 
Mrs. W. T. Manser 
Mrs. L.A. Chapple 
Mrs. L.A. Chapple-Moved 
(Mrs. J.C. Cory completed the 
year) 
Mrs. Charles McEwen-Moved 
(Mrs. R.M. Cappie completed the 
year) 
Mrs. R.M. Cappie 
Mrs. R.M. Cappie 
Mrs. W.T. Carefoot 
Mrs. W.T. Carefoot 

Mrs. F.C. Cole is the new president for 1970-71. The secretary is as yet 
unnamed. 

THE VIRDEN DRAMATIC SOCIETY 
By Patty Yates 

For some years, four close friends, Rev. Sidney Walmsley and his wife 
Dorothy, and Dr. Denis Yates and his wife Patricia, discussed the possibility of 
forming a Drama Society in Virden. At that time, yearly drama festivals were 
held in town and always drew good audiences, so it seemed obvious that live 
theatre had a place here. In preparation for these events, Rev. Walmsley and 
Mrs. Yates had often helped the school students in the production of their 
plays. The Yates had been avid theatre-goers in London for over twenty years 
and Mrs. Yates had had drama training in England and a nodding acquaintance 
with the professional stage there. Pooling their interest and knowledge during 
long winter evenings of discussion, fortified with innumerable cups of tea, they 
finally decided to take the plunge. 

The Empire Advance printed a general invitation to all interested adults 
in town. A good number appeared on the appointed night, some anxious to act, 
others anxious to see their friends act. This was so encouraging that it was de
cided to form a group and begin production of a play as soon as possible. Many 
names, some pretentious and some fanciful, were suggested for the group, but 
eventually it was decided to call it simply The Virden Dramatic Society. Some
one with great expedition and foresight collected a one-dollar subscription from 
everyone present and so the company was launched with a grand capital of 
thirty dollars. 

The Society was formed and has been kept since with a minimum of 
formality. Most members willingly (well, more or less willingly) take a turn at 
holding the only two offices, President and Secretary-Treasurer. All other du
ties are assigned or volunteered at the beginning of each production -the whole 
concept of forming the group was that it should be fun for all concerned and 
provide good entertainment for the community. 
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At first, one of the main problems was finding rehearsal space, but 
church halls and home basements were freely volunteered. These were warm 
and well-lit, but rather cramped. After a year or two, the Mayor and Town 
Council kindly allowed the use of the theatre for rehearsals and this has since 
made it a great deal easier and more pleasant to produce a play. 

Once the Society was launched, the problem of what play to "do" 
first had to be resolved and many, many plays were read and discarded for one 
reason and another before a decision could be made. To see a play on the 
stage is to see just the tip of the iceberg. Supporting the actors on stage are a 
whole battery of players backstage. To name a few: The Stage Manager and his 
assistants who are responsible for the running of the play, the setting of the 
stage and management of all properties and special sound effects. The Lights 
Man, who plans and organizes all the intricacies of light charges. The Set Man, 
who has to design and build a set that is workable and effective. The Costumes 
and Make-Up Men who plan and make the clothes and faces of the actors. The 
Publicity and Business Men who are vital to the success of any production. The 
Director who is responsible for the over-all production of a play and must ac
cept responsibility for its success or failure. All these men (who are very often 
women of course) put all their faith in the actors, who translate the play into 
action. 

The first play put on by the company in the spring of 1962 was 
"Quiet Wedding". The production was anything but quiet, of course, and the 
usual round of emergencies occurred. One of the players who was an R.C.M.P. 
officer, was posted away during the final two weeks of rehearsal. Mr. Walmsley 
stepped manfully into the part, only to find that he was the son of a man 
quite obviously twenty years his junior! These two then switched parts and 
all was well until one of the actresses had hysterics during dress rehearsal. It 
took all the persuasive powers of the director and several strong whiffs from 
the bottle of smelling salts to coax her back on stage. The play was finally 
ready and played to two full and enthusiastic houses. Since that time, a fair 
selection of plays has been offered, mostly comedy, soi:ne mystery, as yet no 
serious drama. EACH play brings its hair-raising moments and its laughs. After 
"Blithe Spirit", the company was asked to enter it into the preliminary rounds 
of the Dominion Drama Festival and many times it has been asked to take the 
play to outlying points. Because we have &Uch a fine theatre in Virden 
Auditorium, it is felt better to ask our many friends to travel here where they 
are assured of seeing and hearing every word. 

After each play, some small improvement is made to the theatre 
from the profits. In this way a new stage floor has been put in and the stage 
lighting very much improved. Now in Manitoba's Centennial Year, the Dramat
ic Society is endeavoring to promote the Theatre as a centennial project since 
it is sadly in need of redecoration as well as new seating. Two plays are planned 
for this year, the first being The Mousetrap and it is hoped to make enough 
money to begin some of these larger projects. 

The Dramatic Company is a live one and a happy one-some of the 
founder members are still with it, arid many new faces have joined it. New mem
bers are always welcome and will be needed to help with the more ambitious 
productions planned for the future. 
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1969 Production, "White Sheep of the Family" 

PIONEER HOME MUSEUM 
OF VIRDEN AND DISTRICTS 

By G.M. Hegion 
During 1967, the year of Canada's Centennial, a great deal of interest 

was sparked in the clothing and household accessories used by the early settlers 
of this district. There were numerous teas, exhibits and social events, all with a 
Centennial theme, during which time dusty antiques and ancient clothing came 
out of their hiding places. Amongst these exciting discoveries were trunks and 
boxes which had been stored in the brown frame house, built by John Thomas 
Madge in 1892 on 21-10-26, and still standing at the time of this writing. 

In 1969, descendants of this early settler, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Madge re
tired and moved from Virden to British Columbia. Before leaving, they ap
proached Virden Town Council and expressed their fondest wish-that a museum 
be established here-to which they would bequeath some 250 items of clothing 
and household furnishings from early pioneer days. Since there was no such 
building in Virden as a museum, the Town Council, under the guidance of 
Mayor McNeill, approached a group of interested citizens to solicit their volun
teer aid in establishing just such an historic building. Many surrounding dis
tricts showed enthusiasm, as well as local citizens, and the wheels were set in 
motion. The Board of Directors, as named by the Town Council, set themselves 
a mammoth task ... that of acquiring, recording, restoring and refurnishing an 
ancient house and all of its amenities and presenting it to the visitor just as it 
was lived in and loved by a first familv to this district of Manitoba which was 
established in the 1880's. A building was purchased, that of Mr. and Mrs. Lyman 
Tapp at 390 King Street, which had been built by an early hardware merchant 
in 1888 on Virden's "Quality Hill". It was given the official name of PIONEER 
HOME MUSEUM OF VIRDEN AND DISTRICTS. 
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Interior of Virden and District Home Museum 

Interior of Virden and District Home Museum 

102 Virden Review 1958- 1970 



By the spring of 1969 a reasonably completed pioneer home was ready 
for a trial run and opened to the public at limited hours throughout that sum
mer. Every item donated as a gift or on loan, from a three-inch silver button
hook to the elegant 1872 piano, had been recorded, acknowledged, marked, 
polished and renovated. Every day brought new donations from interested citi
zens and the trial run proved fruitful, for the Board of Directors was able to as
sess the value of having a museum in Virden, as well as how it should be run to 
carry itself financially, and to offer to the visiting public a museum truly repre
sentative of the spirit of our pioneer families. During that fall season, some 
three hundred school children were given guided tours in groups of about twelve. 
It was rewarding to find they showed a keen interest in these tours, and plans 
were made to continue such educational field trips for school children of the 
town and districts. 

Since this was to be a Centennial project for Manitoba's one hundredth 
birthday in 1970, those winter months were active with volunteer groups work
ing toward a goal for opening day. All modern touches were removed from 
this five-bedroom home and gradually each room took on an authentic look of the 
'80's. A government Centennial grant was approved, based on one dollar per 
capita and the Rural Municipality of Wallace generously donated a portion of 
their grant toward the financing of this exciting project. 

During Homecoming Week in August, 1970, the Pioneer Home Museum 
of Virden and Districts was officially opened during a Pioneer Garden Party 
held on the spacious grounds. His Honor Lieutenant-Governor Richard S. 
Bowles honored us with his presence and unveiled the Centennial plaque. 

Interior of the Virden and District Home Museum 
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Under the museum constitution, two members of the Board of 
Directors must represent Virden Council and the Rural Municipality of 
Wallace. The following citizens made up the first Board of Directors who car
ried out the task assigned to them by Mayor MeN eill and his council just eight
een months before the museum opened to the touring public: Mr. C.S. 
Coleman (Chairman), Mrs. J.C. Cory, Mr. M. Edgar, Miss M. Lane, Mr. G. 
Mooney, Mrs. S. Hegion, Mr. Fred McDougall, Mrs. W.P. McNeill and Miss 
Edith Moody. (Mention must be made of Mrs. R. Bonner and Mr. R. Andrew 
who were approached by Mayor McNeill at the outset and agreed to act on the 
Board but found their involvement in other community efforts left them little 
time to be of assistance. They withdrew but committed themselves to working 
on this Board at some future date. Mention must also be made to the dedica
tion shown by Mr. Murray Myers, without whose craftsmanship this museum 
would not have been ready for its scheduled opening. To many others too 
numerous to list, must go the thanks of this community for efforts large and 
small in establishing this living memorial to our pioneers. 

And finally, to the donors whose furnishings have made this museum 
a reality, must go the gratitude of the community. By placing on exhibit their 
precious items which have been in their families for generations, they have pre
served the past and at the same time presented a rare gift to the children of to
day by showing them a way of life of long ago. 
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HosPITAL AND coMMUNITY HEALTH 

"The health of the people is really the foundation upon which all their happi
ness and all their powers as a state depend." 

THE HISTORY OF VIRDEN CLINIC 
By Dr. R.S. Harris 

The Virden Clinic was opened on October 1, 1953 by the late Dr. J.R. 
Monteith and the now practising physician, Dr. R.S. Harris. Also associated with 
these two doctors was Dr. W.A. Gorrie who remained in Virden for two years, 
coming here from Elkhorn, Manitoba. Dr. W.A. Gorrie then set up practice in 
Maddock, North Dakota. Following this, Dr. D. E. Yates was associated with 
Dr. J.R. Monteith and Dr. R.S. Harris. 

In April of 1964, Dr. J.R. Monteith died and in August of that year, 
Dr. J.T. Coals, F.R.C.S..(England), C.R.C.S. (Canada) of London, England, 
came to the practice. In June 1968, Dr. I.F. Elliott came to Virden from 
England in association with Dr. R.S. Harris, Dr. D.E. Yates and Dr. J.T. Coals. 

At the present time, these four doctors are practising in partnership in 
Virden. 

HEALTH UNIT 
By Dr. G. Fryer 

For generations, people were satisfied to treat disease as it developed, 
often unsuccessfully, as the disease had already obtained a mortal hold on the 
individual. Forward-looking scientists looked forward to the day when disease 
could be prev~mted by suitable action. International diplomacy eventually de
fined this as a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being. In order 
to bring the greatest benefits to a community, the people involved must be local> 
people and understand local conditions. 

The local health unit was officially organized in November 1946. At 
that time, tuberculosis was a common cause of death and poliomyelitis was a 
great crippler. The late kidney, heart and lung complications of the acute infec
tions caused a lot of invalidism and premature death. 

The first board was small and represented Virden town and the nearby 
surrounding municipalities. The members were practising doctors and civic offi
cials. From this small start, other municipalities joined over a period of years to 
give the unit its present size from just west of Brandon to the Saskatchewan 
border and from north of Hamiota to south of Hartney. 
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Since its inception, progress has been slow but steady. Polio and tuber
culosis have disappeared as causes of death. It is true that we still have measles 
and infectious hepatitis but sequellae are kept to a minimum. 

Historically the first meeting of the Virden Health Unit was held on 
November 12, 1946 in the Municipal Office. 

Dr. H.N. Thompson represented the Town of Virden: Mrs. J.A. 
Robertson the Municipality of Archie; Mr. Peter Anderson the Town of Oak 
Lake; Reeve F.J. Gould the Municipality of Woodnorth and Mayor J.A. Crowe 
the Town of Hartney. We must give tribute to the early foundations they laid 
for the health of the area. 

Dr. Thompson was chairman in 1947 followed by Mr. Timms in 
1948 and Mr. Peter Anderson in 1949. Dr. Monteith was chairman from 1950 
to 1953 and in that period the Health Unit was enlarged as in 1951 the Munici
pality of Miniota joined the Unit and the following year Lab. and x-ray services 
were started. 

Mr. A.R. Hales took over the chairmanship from 1954-1959 and in 
1954 the boundaries were again extended to take in the Municipality of 
Blanchard, the Municipality of Hamiota and the Village of Hamiota. Souris 
was also taken in for Lab. and X-ray services. Rivers was added to the unit in 
this period as well. There were several proposals at this time to extend the 
boundaries, but nothing came of them. 

Mr. Motheral took over the chairmanship from Mr. Hales and served 
to 1963. Mr. J.L. Rankin has served as chairman up until this year. 

One highlight of recent history is the erection of a new health unit 
building. This followed long and detailed negotiations started in 1959 and 
reaching finality in 1969. 

Though pleased with our past and our many accomplishments, we look 
ahead confident that we will be able to handle the problems that may arise and 
be able to enrich the lives of the people in our community. 

NOTES RE VIRDEN DISTRICT HOSPITAL FOR PERIOD 1957 TO 1970 

195 7 - A presentation of a fracture table by members of Hospital Aid 
in memory of the late Mrs. Della Coleman, former matron of hospital. Money 
was raised by the Hospital Auxiliary. 

In 1957 the average total of monthly accounts was $7,000 to $8,000. 
(In 1969 this monthly amount was $18,000 to $20,000.) 
Several members of nursing staff staged a walkout and did not return 

to work because certain demands upon the Board were not met. Eventually a 
full new permanent staff was organized, but meanwhile, non-active members of 
nursing profession came forward to staff the hospital. 

1958 - Hospital connected with two water system. 
Hospital driveway was paved. 
Hospital Board agreed to set aside part of hospital property for site of 

future Senior Citizens Home. 
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A new washing machine was purchased at $2,130. 
In September, Mrs. Bert Hitchins was engaged as assistant in the busi

ness office. 
After 17 years as a hospital board member, Mrs. H. Beerman resigned. 
Tender for extension of the business office was let to Minish Construc

tion for s'um of $1,285. Work was undertaken in 1959. 
1959 - Individual air conditioners were installed in certain wards. This 

makred the beginning of a program to have all wards in the hospital air-condi
tioned during summer months. 

1960 - In March a discussion was held re possible enlargement of 
diagnostic services area (Laboratory and x-ray departments). 

In April Mr. A.R. Bain tendered his resignation from the Board after 
many years of faithful sevice to the old and new hospitals. 

1961 - Miss Anne Macdougall, secretary-treasurer, resigned her posi
tion after several years service. 

In October, several local service clubs (Headed by the Elks) indicated 
interest in a project of raising money for a new ambulance vehicle. 

In December 1961 Mr. Roy Brown tendered his resignation from the 
Board. 

1962 - A Staff Retirement Plan was established for all hospitals and 
several members of Virden staff entered the plan in 1963. 

Preliminary investigations were made re an extension to the hospital. 
Elks Lodge undertook to raise money for new embulance. The service 

of the old ambulance was discontinued due to its many deficiencies. 
• (November) it transpired that the cost of the proposed extension to the 

hospital would cost far beyond original estimates, and proposition was dropped. 

Virdm District Hospital 
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1963 - A new ambulance was handed over to hospital authorities by 
the Elks Lodge. Mr. Sam Simpson became the first permanent driver-attendant, 
and a new garage was built at the east end of the hospital to house the vehicle. 
There was established, the Virden Hospital District No. 10 Ambulance Service, 
serving all three hospitals- Virden, Reston and Elkhorn, and covering a radius 
of approximately 30 miles around Virden. E. C. Osmond appointed manager 
of the ambulance operations. 

In June we purchased a new Operating Room Table and a new gas 
anaesthetic machine, costing $3,008 and $1,210 respectively. 

1964 - Death of Dr. J.R. Monteith in April 25, 1964 was a great 
blow to the hospital and community. He was hospital chief-of-staff. It was 
mainly through his personal efforts that the new hospital was built in 1952. 
He was a surgeon of high repute. Dr. R.S. Harris was appointed successor as 
chief-of-staff. 

MEMBERSHIPS- Local Administrative Committees of Virden District 
Hospital, otherwise known as the Local Hospital Boards 

1957 - A.R. Bain, G.A. Mooney, R.J. Andrew, Roy Brown, Neil 
McPherson, W.A. Lawrence, E.C. Osmond, Mrs. H. Beerman, Mrs. A.B. 
Rutherford. 

1958- Same as 1957. 

1959 - Bain, Mooney, H.P. Stockton, C.O. Motheral, Lawrence, Brown, 
Osmond, Mrs. Jim Duncan, Rutherford. 

1960 - Bain, Mooney, Brown, Stockton, Lawrence, Osmond, 
Duncan, Rutherford, Motheral. 

1961- Mooney, Brown, Stockton, Lawrence, Duncan, Rutherford, 
Osmond, H.J. McNeill, Rev. E.H. Hyett (of Oak Lake). 

1962 - K.S. Hughes replaced Stockton. Mrs. Trowell replaced 
Osmond. C.W. Buckingham replaced Mrs. Rutherford. 

1963 - Andrew Rausch replaced Brown. 

1964- H.C. Odell replaced MacNeilL W.G. Smith (Oak Lake) re
placed Rev. Hyett. Mrs. Jack Templeton replaced Mrs. Trowell. 

1965 - Odell, Mooney, Smith, Thorkelson (replacing Rausch), Hughes, 
Lawrence, Templeton, Duncan and Fred McDougall. 

1966- David N. Wilson replaced Mooney. 

196 7 - Odell, Wilson, Smith, Duncan, McDougall, Thorkelson, 
Ackroyd, Templeton Hughes, McDougall and L. Roy Pearn. 

1968- Mrs. T.A. Kerr (replaced Odell), Wilson, Smith, Thorkelson, 
Ackroyd, Templeton, Hughes, McDougall and L. Roy Pearn. 
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1970 - Mrs. E.A. Sawyer added to numbers - leaving two vacancies 
in 1970. 

Budgets 
Amount of annual budget ranged from $127,700 in 1959 to $317,762 in 
1970. 

Cost per patient day of Standard Ward Care ranged from $14.91 in 1959 to 
$33.85 for 1970. 

Miss Anne Macdougall was secretary-treasurer from 195 7 to 1961. 

Mr. E.C. Osmond succeeded her in 1961 as secretary-manager, and 
later in 1968 was appointed Chief Executive Officer of the hospital (generally 
known as the "Adminsitrator". 

Mrs. Laura I. Walton was matron until rnid-1968 when Mr. Lester 
Lau was appointed Director of Nursing. 

1964 - A system of piped oxygen and suction was planned and work 
was finished in 1965. 

Installation of a stand-by power plant was also planned and was 
brought into use in 1965. The amounts of $3200 for the piped oxygen system 
and $6,075 for the stand-by power plant were provided by the Hospital Aid. 

An interview with the Chairman of the Manitoba Hospital Commission 
indicated that Virden would likely be one of four points in southwestern 
Manitoba for establishing a 25-bed extensive care unit in conjunction with 
building of 200-bed unit in Brandon to replace the old Assiniboine Hospital. 

Hospital purchased and put into use an Intermittent Positive Pressure 
Breathing Machine at a cost of $687. 

1965 - G.A. Mooney resigned from the Board after 13 years as a 
member and chairman. 

1966 - Decision was reached for building of a new health unit prem
ises adjacent to the hospital to be financed by the hospital from its deprecia
tion reserves. 

W .A. Lawrence resigned from the Board after serving for 24 years. 

1967- Purchase of a New Steam Sterilizer for the Central Supply at 
a cost of $6,000. 

The medical staff donated to the hospital three monitoring units for 
the operating room, valued at $1,040. 

Mrs. Laura I. Walton resigned as matron. 

1968 - Mr. Lester Lau hired as Director of Nursing to replace Mrs. 
Walton. 

E. C. Osmond was appointed Chief Executive Officer of the hospital 
with the title of Administrator. Mr. Osmond had been Secretary-Manager from 
1961. 
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The New Health Unit finally became a reality with construction started 
in 1968. 

1969 - Formal opening of New Health Unit on May 3, 1969. 

Bed cubicle curtains were installed in all wards (suspended from ceil
ings) at cost of $1,700 of which the Hospital Auxiliary contributed $1,000. 

The 1970 budget estimates were set to $317,762 (compared with 
$127,700 in 1959). 

The Per Patient Day Standard Ward Care amounts to $33.85 in 1970; 
in 1958 this figure was $14.91. 

VIRDEN AI\ID DISTRICT HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 
By Mrs. C.H. Webster and Mrs. D.F. Mitchell 

Throughout the years from the first hospital building in use, the 
Auxiliaries continued their service of supplying the bedding, gowns, linen, 
dishes, etc., indeed, nearly all supplies needed in that way, excluding, of 
course, drugs and food, but including many articles of furniture, furnishing and 
equipment and providing for (sometimes actually doing) the cleaning, repairing 
and redecorating. 

In later years these auxiliaries have ceased to function as local groups 
and our work has changed so that much of that has been discontinued and our 
efforts are now directed to providing new equipment. Many thousands of dol
lars were raised for the purchase of such items as a fracture table at a cost of 
$1,888 (the only one at that time outside the city of Winnipeg). Other equip
ment included a bone saw $492; a gastric suction pump $138, a positive pres
sure breather $685, electrical surgical unit $326, panendoscope $617, an air 
conditioner and humidifier for the wards and a sterilizer, cart and trays 
$1,050. A gas stove was purchased for the kitchen, an institutional toaster, a 
deep freezer, a refrigerator, a large mechanical mixer $392, a dish washer, 
garburator, stainless steel tabling and kitchen renovations costing $3,055; 
food trollies, dishes and patient trays, metal shelving in freezer and storeroom 
costing $342. A new washer, ironer and linen carts were purchased for the 
laundry. New drapes and furnishings for the nurse's residence, a heavy-duty 
floor polisher, typewriter, dictating machine and office chairs also were among 
our recent purchases. 

A major effort was made in 1966 and received wonderful support to 
obtain the $6,075 needed to install an emergency power generating plant for 
our hospital which has already been put into emergency use. 

Each year there is a national project in the auxiliaries which we sup
port and a short history was submitted as requested for our Canadian Centen
nial project of 1967. 

In 1969 we were very proud of the establishment of a Memorial Fund 
promoted by our regional representative. To date (March 1970) over $400 has 
been subscribed. An excellent article was written for our local paper, listing 
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the accomplishments of our Auxiliary over the past ten years with a total of 
$22,270 spent. We since have donated $1,000 towards dividers for the hospi
tal which have been installed and appreciated by the patients. For our ( 1970) 
Manitoba Centennial year, our plans include much-needed foot stools and sides 
for the operating room stretcher. 

Mrs. Walton, our matron, of many years retired in June 1968. We 
missed her close associations but the Hospital Board asked that a member of 
our Auxiliary be appointed to serve on the Board, so we will enjoy closer rela
tions there. The present administrator of the hospital is Mr. L. Lau. 

We were pleased to oarticioate in the official opening of the new 
Health Unit building on May 3, 1969 by serving coffee. We are delighted to 
hold our meetings in this new building. 

The Auxiliary no longer purchases the linen but does organize the 
mending done throughout the year and also the sewing of new articles. There 
are 34 organizations who co-operate in this work. 

Patients are remembered with a small gift as a tray favor each Christ
mas and Easter and on July 1, 1967 a Centennial pin was presented to each 
patient. 

In all this over the years it has been made possible by the continued 
good will of the people within the District of Virden Hospital and Auxiliary 
members are accordingly greatly appreciative and grateful for all the support 
they have received. 

THE SHERWOOD 

Early in 1961 Virden Council decided that, despite a petition to the 
contrary, Freeman Development Area be chosen as the site of the Senior 
Citizens' Home. A letter written by Mr. D.C.M. Elliott expressed the very 
logical and kindly thinking behind the decision. He said, "Let it be understood 
that we are attempting to provide accommodation and happiness for our 
Senior citizens." A petition dated March 30, 1961 favored the park site. The 
letter explained that lack of space and destruction of beauty were the deter
mining factors in the decision. 

October 19, 1962, was set as the date for the ratepayers' vote on the 
money by-law on the proposed Senior Citizens Home. The result of the vote 
had the approval of 83 per cent of the total assessment. 

The first sod was turned by H. C. O'dell, Chairman of the Senior Citi
zens Home Board, on May 8, 1963. (The planning of the Home began in 1956 ). 
The construction of the Home was under the direction of Mr. F.A. France. The 
hostal provided for 52 beds (single residents) along with four double housing 
units for elderly citizens. 

The official name given to this new complex was "The Sherwood". 
This centre was a focal point of interest; more than 1, 500 people came to visit 
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Interior of the Virden and District Elderly Persons Home (The Sherwood) 

it as it neared completion. The official opening took place in August, 1964. 
This project stands as a tribute to leadership and municipal co-operation. 
Premier Duff Roblin was present to open the building. Master of ceremonies 
for the occasion was Mr. H. C. O'dell. A large mural by Terry McLean depicting 
pioneer life in this area was hung in the dining room. In other areas, paintings 
have been contributed by the Virden Art Class. 

Mrs. I. Stendall and Mrs. H.M. Saurette were the first residents in The 
Sherwood. 
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eHURCHES 

"Faith of our Fathers!" 

ST. ANDREW'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
By The Rev. I.L. Jackson 

St. Andrew's Presbyrerian Church 

The present congregegation was organized September 21, 1952, when 
21 became members and four elders were elected: C. Cook, D. Gardner, W. 
Scott and N. Sangster. In October the Ladies' Aid was formed. Two student 
ministers, J. McCartney and G. Buss, served the congregation that year. 

In 1953 the old Sparling Church building, fourteen miles northeast of 
Brandon, was purchased, and the next year was dismantled and rebuilt in 
Virden at the corner of Ninth and Wellington. Mr. R. Hood was director of 
building operations. Student ministers were J. Geddie, E. Roberts and D. Hill. 
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In 1955 the first ordained minister, The Rev. Earle F. Roberts, was ap
pointed. This year marked the first worship service in the newly completed 
church, and on September 30, a service of dedication was conducted by the 
Presbytery. 

In 1956 the Rev. Rex G. Krepps came as minister and continued in 
this and Indian missions until January, 1964. In June, 1963 the Mortgage on 
the church was burned. A manse was obtained by the congregation soon after 
Mr. Krepps' ministry began, and paid for by monthly payments from the 
Mission Board. 

In May 1964 The Rev. I.L. (Larry) Jackson was called to St. Andrew's 
and Pipestone Indian Reserve. On May 1, 1969, the former Carscadden Funeral 
Home was purchased from Mrs. Carscadden for a Christian Education building, 
and renovated for Sunday School classes and youth groups In October, 1969, 
it was named "St. Andrew's Christian Youth Centre" and the congregation 
met there for a dedication service. 

SACRED HEART PARISH'S HISTORY SINCE 1957 
By Rev. Joseph Schreiber, Pastor of Sacred Heart 

As early as 1951 there was a general feeling in the parish that sooner or 
later the parish would have to think of building a new church. The present 
church building at that time built in 1921 proved as time went on, too small. A 
building fund had been already started around 1948 in the late Father 
Desjardins' time and stood at about $1,500 when a new pastor took over the 
parish in October 1949. When Virden started to become an oil town about 
1955, Archbishop Pocock of Winnipeg at the occasion of Confirmation in the 
parish encouraged the parishioners to start seriously planning to build a new 
church since the small church really could not provide enough room for the in· 
creased number of parishioners. Thanks to the generosity of the parishioners 
who pledged themselves for three years to give a certain contribution over that 
period of time and contributions from other benefactors, Sacred Heart parish 
saw the cornerstone laying of its new church in May 1957. In November of 
that year the building was finished and officially blessed on November 17 by 
Archibishop Pocock of Winnipeg. The new building was large enough to hold 
the number of parishioners for Sunday services. The former old church has 
since been used as a parish hall. The need of a hall was felt for quite some 
time. Since 195 7 the parishioners and their organizations have a meeting 
place. 

In 1965 the former rectory on Lyons Street was sold and a new one 
built next to the hall that same year. In September 1963 a remaining debt on 
the church was paid off and in 1969 the one on the rectory was paid off as well. 

In March 1970 the trustee system in the parish was replaced by a seven· 
man parish council whose duty it is to handle the financial affairs of the parish 
besides other undertakings for the good of the parish. Two of the organizations 
prominent in the work of the church are the Catholic Women's League and the 
Knights of Columbus. Besides the parish the pastor has charge of two missions, 
namely Oak Lake and Elkhorn. The present pastor, Rev. Joseph Schreiber, has 
been in charge since October, 1949. He has seen the ups and downs in the par
ish as any pastor does who spends a good number of years in the same parish. 
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Sacred Heart Catholic 

ST. MARY'S ANGLICAN CHURCH, VIRDEN 
By Miss Helen E. Bridgett 

St. Mary's Anglican Church celebrated the Diamond Junilee of the 
present field stone edifice in 1952, although the Congregation dates back some 
ten years earlier. Parts of the celebrations were an impressive service and a 
parishioners dinner, and social evening, as well as the presentation and dedica
tion of the Bruges window-all in October. Rev. and Mrs. H.H. Vines were 
farewelled at the dinner and social. Rev. and Mrs. W.H. Gregory became the 
new residents of our rectory, and Father Gregory was inducted as rector of 
our parish, bringing with him the atmosphere of Canterbury, England. During 
his incumbency, further improvements were made to our church. The cloister 
in matching field stone was added to the main building. The stone fence was 
erected around the property, and the front of the Parish Hall was improved by 
a stone entrance. A new brass alter cross and matching candle sticks, a perpet
ual light and two tall candle holders were presented by Mr. Ivan Rainey. 

Following Rev. Gregory in 1958, St. Mary's welcomed Rev. and Mrs. 
Lloyd Gedge and three daughters from Oxford, England, who brought addi
tional phases of Anglicanism from another source. It was during the incum
ency that Dr. and Mrs. J.R. Monteith visited Thompson and Son, Ecclesiastic 
Church Furniture Carvers in Yorkshire, England, where they purchased and 
gave to St. Mary's the fine oak entrance doors to the church and the vestrv. 
bearing the signature-the Mouse and the Lizard-which are known through
out the world. They also added the carved oak cover to the font, the statue of 
Mary and Child, the Alms Box, and the two warden's chairs. Previously Dr. 
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St. Mary's Anglican Church 

Monteith has presented a carillon to the church in memory of his mother. 
The hand-carved plates were donated by Mr. Harry Dodd at the same time. All 
these pieces were products of the same carvers. A visitors' register in memory 
of Mrs. W.H. Scarth was sent to St. Mary's by her family. 

Following the departure of Father Gedge and family for New 
Zealand, Rev. and Mrs. John Pilling and family arrived in June 1963, to begin a 
service to our community which iasted for six years. In October 1963 two 
new stained glass windows were installed. These were the artistic creations of 
Leo Mol of Winnipeg. The Veterans' double window was dedicated to the 
Officers' and NCO's and men of the 12th Manitoba Dragoons, and to the 
Servicemen and Women of the community fallen and returned who served in 
World War II. The Bridgett Resurrection window was dedicated to William and 
Rhonda Bridgett. Mr. Bridgett was the last surviving member of the group 
whose signatures were required for the building of our stone church. In April 
1964, the congregation was shocked to hear of the sudden passing of Dr. J.R. 
Monteith. In his memory, Mrs. Monteith has given to St. Mary's colorful kneel
ing cushions designed and made by the older ladies of the parish under her di
rection. The Ladies of the Altar Guild have made by hand, and presented to 
their church, beautiful fair linen cloths for the altar for each season of the year. 
Six Bibles were sent by the Lawrence family in memory of their father and 
mother, W.E. and Mary Lawrence. The Eley family sent a beautiful Altar 
Missal, in memory of Stanley and Elizabeth Eley, and Mr. L.L. Newman added 
a new Lectern Bible in memory of his wife Jane Katherine, both articles being 
dedicated to the Glory of God. New combined Prayer and Hymn Books have 
been added and the Alter Guild has presented a "Memorial Book", to be in 
constant use. 
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In September 1969 Rev. and Mrs. Pilling and family left for Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Mr. Pilling having received a call from St. Matthew's Parish there. 
St. Mary's was fortunate indeed to have Rev. Donald Varcoe of St. Mary's 
Parish, Portage la Prarie, accept her call. He, his wife and family arrived at the 
beginning of October, and were soon a part of our church life. 

Just recently a new office was constructed in the vestry for the use of 
the Rector, with extra heating and a phone, fulfilling a long-standing need. The 
interior of the main entrance to the Parish Hall has also been suitably completed. 

The death of Dr. J.R. Monteith in April 1964 has been and will contin
ue to be a real loss to St. Mary's where he served so faithfully and with such ex
ceptional ability for so many years. 

At the annual meeting in January 1966, Mr. Harry Dodd, now a resi
dent of "The Sherwood", was honored for his many years of service in St. 
Mary's. He was presented with a beautiful surplice and a Cross Chapel pin. 

Throughout the years, the men of the parish have given freely many 
hours of labor to the repairing, renovating, improving and beautifying the parish 
buildings, while the women have worked continuously to back them up finan
cially in their efforts. The Ladies' groups also sponsor an orphan child in Korea. 
The vestry, the altar guild, the Mardi Club and the Sunday School are very ac
tive organizations in the parish. The Choir, under the capable and dedicated 
direction of Mrs. E.C. Osmond, continues to produce beautiful music, and has 
been winning trophies regularly at the Festival for some years. They contribute 
greatly to the beauty of the services. Young boys growing up in the church are 
continuing to act as church servers, and recently lay members of the congrega
tion have been reading the lessons during Divine Worship. The Mardi Club has 
secured a good supply of Centennial plates bearing an etching of St. Mary's 
Church. They are a total Canadian product and are being sold as a Centennial 
project. For the first time, two young people have been elected to the vestry, 
to add their voice to our endeavor. 

RECTORS FROM 1952-1970 

Rev. W.H. Gregory 
Rev. Lloyd Gedge 
Rev. John Pilling 
Rev. Don Varcoe 

1952- 1958 
1958- 1963 
1963- 1969 
1969-

PENTECOSTAL CHURCH HISTORY 
By Mrs. Myers 

Rev. and Mrs. Munro pastored here until January of 1958. They re
signed to accept the pastorate in Flin Flon. In the spring of 1958 Rev. and Mrs. 
J. Coughlin came to shepherd the growing flock. During the tenure of their 
ministry, the congregation celebrated the burnii1g of the church mortgage. 
Following the resignation of the Coughlins in June 1963, Rev. and Mrs. E. 
Fuhrman came to fill the pulpit. In the fall of 1964, the old parsonage was 
sold and a new one was purchased and is now paid for, making all church 
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property debt-free. Rev. Fuhrman left for Camrose, Albert, in October 1966. 

The congregation then conducted the services themselves until Rev. 
and Mrs. K. Ness arrived in 1967. 

A thriving and ever-expanding club for girls 6-12, has been in opera
tion for the past three years. Girls of all faith attend with whole-hearted enthu
siasm. In the winter of 1969, a keen Teen Club for teenage girls was organized 
and is gaining in momentum. The boys have not gone unnoticed, for in the fall 
of 1969, a club was organized, under the name of Missionaires, for all boys 
6-12. 

To provide interest and participation for all ages, the church has an ac
tive Sunday School, a young people's group, and a Women's Missionary group. 
Every facet of the church's operation exists for the purpose of winning souls to 
Christ and for building healthy, spiritual Christians. 

Pentecostal Church 

JEHOVAH'S WITI\IESSES 
By Mr. G.H. Laing 

Back in 1879 saw the first issue of "Zion's Watch Tower and Herald 
of Christ's Presence", printed by Charles Taze Russell at Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania, with 6,000 copies, now called The Watch Tower, the 'official 
magazine of Jehovah's Witnesses, with 6,150,000 copies in 72languages. 

The first witness mentioned in the Bible was Abel second son of 
Adam (Heb. ll:4). ' 
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Jesus was called the "faithful and true witness" in Rev. 3:14. 

The first known witness in Canada was in 1905 at Rapid City, 
Manitoba, then known as Bible Students. 

In 1931 the name Jehovah's Witnesses was adopted in accord with 
Bible prophecy in Isaiah 43: 10-12. Now there are 46,000 witnesses in 
Canada. 

Virden congregation was formed in 1945 with five meetings each 
week, one being the Theocratic Ministry School, training young and old to 
give Bible discourses and to meet people in door-to-door ministry. (Acts 20: 20). 

Since 1945 some fifteen have left the Virden area and are still active 
in the ministry. At present there are thirty-two active witnesses in the Virden
Elkhorn area using the above Watch Tower magazine announcing God's 
Kingdom. (Matt. 24: 14). 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 
By John Davidson 

Even though the Seventh-Day Adventists do not have a formal con
gregation in this community, their work has been represented for many years 
through its members. The nearest churches are located in Brandon and 
Moosomin. 

Some of the features of the church's area work include welfare activi
ties: A Five-Day Plan to Stop Smoking and the Annual Ingathering Appeal. In 
1969 the church brought in a roadside chapel, 24' x 60', to hold a series of 
meetings for the townfolk. 

Business men and residents of Virden annually contribute to the 
Ingathering Appeal which assists in the medical, educational, welfare and 
spiritual needs at home and overseas. This reaches 192 countries in which the 
Seventh-Day Adventists work, operating 326 medical institutions, 4,848 
schools and an intensive good-neighbor program of welfare assistance. 

Seventh-Day Adventists are fundamentalists, believing in the Holy 
Bible as the inspired word of God, in the soon coming of Jesus to the earth, 
and in the keeping of the seventh day, Saturday, as the Holy Day of Rest. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
By Mrs. Robert Chapman 

Christian Science services are held in the church edifice at corner of 
Ninth Avenue and Queen Street, where also the Reading Room is maintained. 

The St. James Version of the Bible, also authorized Christian Science 
lieterature, may be obtained at the Reading Room on Wednesday evenings; 
and may be seen in the display window at Cook's Electric. 
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Improvements to the building in recent years were mainly the instal
lation of waterworks and an oil furnace. Caretaking of the building and 
grounds is in charge of Mr. E. Carr, assisted by Mr. W. Dawson. 

Two active members in the person of Mr. and Mrs. J. Madge have 
moved to the west coast, but have not severed their connection with the home 
church. 

First Clzurclz of Christ Scientist 

VIRDEN BAPTIST CHURCH 
Mr. Lawrence McDougall 

The Baptists - in the early part of the century, conducted services in 
rented rooms. Circumstances reduced attendance until at last, services were 
discontinued. 

The present work began in November 1955, being organized by Rev. 
T.E. Roberts and Rev. N.E. Todd. The following pastors have served since that 
time: 

Rev. J. Stade 
Douglas- Watson 
Rev. C.W. Ramsey 
Rev. B.F. Haskins 
Rev. B.G. Elsey 

1955 
1958 
1959 
1961 
1968 - to the present 

Many lay preachers served during the absence of regular pastors. 

A small chapel was purchased in 1957 and served for a time. A new 
building was planned and the cornerstone laid on October 16, 1968. 
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The majority of the work was done on the building by the volunteer 
labor of members, and friends of the church. The help of Moosomin Baptist 
Church was appreciated. 

The church was dedicated April 28, 1969. 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 
By Myrtle Lane 

Dr. and Mrs. Sparling, who came to Virden in 1952, moved to 
Victoria, British Columbia, in 1959, but during their ministry in St. Paul's, a 
much-needed Christian Education building, adjoining the sanctuary, was dedi
cated, also a communion table in memory of Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Lane. An il
luminated cross, in memory of Mi:s. Annie Borland, given in 1961, gives the 
hall the atmosphere of a chapel. 

St. Paul's United Church 

Rev. and Mrs. S.A. Walmsley served our congregation and Wallace 
from 1959 to 1968. 

In 1962 the ladies of the United Church of Canada became the United 
Church Women, and Mrs. W.J. Duncan was the first United Church Women's 
president of St. Paul's. The gift of a piano from .Mr. and Jlflrs. H.R. Grose was 
appreciated. 

The steeple of St. Paul's, which was built in 1901, was replaced by a 
tower in 1962, and holds the loud speaker of a 50-bell Schulmeric Carillon, 
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which was presented in December of 1961, to St. Paul's in memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. F.A. Sanford, by their son and Mrs. W.A. Sanford and family. The tower 
is surmounted by an illuminated fourteen-foot cross. New rolls for the Sanford 
Carillons were added in 1970 by the Timms family. St. Paul's choir also added 
rolls in 1970 in memory of choir leader, J.R. McLachlan. Nativity window in 
St. Paul's United Church portrays in: beautiful stained glass the story of the birth 
of the Saviour. The window is a memorial to the pioneers of the congregaton 
in December, 1962. 

A Time Capsule, containing objects and points of view of young peo
ple, as well as ideas of teenage life in 1967, was planted in the church grounds 
by a youth group. This capsule is to be opened September 10, 2017. 

Not all our gain has been material. John Everson Nield, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bert Nield, Virden, was presented from the congregation of St. 
Paul's for ordination, and was ordained by Manitoba Conference of the United 
Church of Canada in 1967. 

Several faithful members have passed away, and among them, Mr. J.R. 
McLachlan in 1969, having served as choir leader for 23 years. 

Rev. and Mrs. A. Billington came to St. Paul's in 1968. 

Since 1965 the church has been served during the summer months by 
student ministers, Gary Stokes in 1965, Donald James Hume in 1966, Peter 
Williamson in 1967, Larry Wood in 1968, Bob Root in 1969, and 1970. 

In Aprill970 it was decided to form an area ministry with Oak Lake. 
Plans are presently being made for this. 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH WOMEI\! 
By Mrs. W.T. Manser 

January 26, 1962, the inaugural meeting was held in the upper hall of 
St. Paul's United Church. Rev. S.A. Walmsley chaired the meeting with seventy 
women present. Miss H. Clough moved, seconded by Mrs. R. Brown the following 
resolution "Be it resolved that an organization for all the women of St. Paul's 
United Church, which organization shall be called 'The United Church Women', 
carried. Moved by Mrs. William McDonald, seconded by Mrs. M. Martin "The 
adoption of by-laws for United Church Women. Passed. (Copies of the by-laws 
had been sent to every woman in the church. 

Mrs. L. Chapple (sub-committee convener) presented the report of the 
Provisional Committee on nominations: 
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Honorary President 
President 
Vice-President 
Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary 
Treasurer 
Membership Secretary 

Mrs. S.A. Walmsley 
Mrs. W.J. Duncan 
Mrs. V. Dunfield 
Mrs. C. Cawston 
Mrs. J.M. Sproat 
Mrs. M. Koewn 
Mrs. G. Wilson 
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Representative to Steward 
Committee Mesdames C. Whiteford 

D. Holstein, J. Templeton 

Moved by Miss E. Sararas, seconded by Mrs. H.R. Taylor, that each 
unit make an immediate donation to the new organization. Carried. 

The first general meeting was held March 16, 1962 with seventy-two 
members present. In her opening remarks, the President, Mrs. W.J. Duncan, 
quoted "Hats off to the past and coats off to the ;~uture." The treasurer showed 
a balance in the bank of $1 ,073.48. 

Briely this gives the transition from the Missionary Society, The Ladies 
Aid, Evening Guild, Daughters of the Kirk, Pearl Harders, Paulettes, etc., to St. 
Paul's United Church Women. 

The President to hold office two years, the Vice-President to carry on. 
In the past eight years, the Presidents have been Mrs. W.J. Duncan, Mrs. V. 
Dunfield, Mrs. George Walker, Mrs. J.C. Cory and in her second year in office, 
Mrs. William Pollock. The secretaries have been Mrs. C. Cawston, Mrs. R. 
Cappie, Mrs. A. Skokan, Mrs. William Pollock and Mrs. H.S. Hyndman serving 
her second year. The treasurers have been Mrs. M. Keown, Mrs. H. L. Taylor, 
Mrs. W. T. manser serving her second year. 

There were seven units, with a leader, a Secretary and Treasurer. 
When our long-dreamed-of Senior Citizens' Home called "The Sherwood" be
came a reality, UnitS was formed. Mrs. A.K. Duncan was first president, then 
the late Mrs. William McDonald, and at present, Mrs. George Walker. They make 
generous donations to U.C.W. Central by the use of envelopes. 

At the close of 1969 the U.C.W. had 175 paid-up members, 24 life 
members, and one assJciate member. 

Representatives from the Christian Education Committee on the 
U.C.W. executive are Mrs. Harold Mitchell and Miss E. Moody whose report is of 
real concern to U.C.W. Our Sunday School has an enrollment of over one hun
dred and fifty members. There is pre-school, primary, junior and intermediate. 
There are twenty-five dedicated teachers and helpers. Last year, Mrs. D. Janzen 
was superintendent, and this year, Mrs. J_ Gatey is in that office. 

Our senior choir is directed by Mrs. D.S. McDonald following the sud
den and untimely passing of Mr. R.J. McLachlan who served his church faith
fully without reumeration for twenty-three years. Mrs. W.T. Carefoot is organ
ist. The junior choir, directed by Mrs. T.E. Armstrong, takes the morning serv
ice once a month, which is excellent experience, and it gives the senior choir a 
chance to enjoy the service from the pews. Last fall a nursery school was 
started. It is supervised by young mothers and dedicated teenagers, and is 
proving a great success. 

Welfare and Social Assistance plays an important role in our work. For 
many years, Mrs. R. McBain has been convener and this year Mrs. Bruce Taylor 
has taken over that department. 
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The U.C.W. also contributes to the general church fund, Alcohol 
Education, Canadian Bible Society, Student Loan Fund, Prairie Christian 
Training Centre, Indian Metis Centre, Presbyterial Bursary, and a local student 
gift fund. 

For the past seven years we have sent our allocation, called the 
"Unified Budget", to Brandon Presbytery. This year the name has been 
changed to "Maintenance and Service", and our allocation is sent to St. Paul's 
Church Treasurer, who in turn sends it to Toronto. 

There is a tremendous generation gap in U.C.W., we have members in 
their early twenties and members who have seen threescore years and ten, but 
when a big project is undertaken, the unified effort of all the units is fantastic 
as shown at the Centennial Tea and Display in 1967, which Mrs. J.C. Cory 
convened. The same co-operation was shown in 1969 at our International Tea, 
convened by Mrs. Elfrieda Pollock, and is again in evidence now as we plan our 
Manitoba Centennial Affair coming up in May which is being convened by 
Mrs. M. Thomas. 

. . We can look back on the past eight years with pride financially and 
spmtually, but we must pause a moment and reflect with affection and sadness 
over the passing of our dearly loved members who are no longer in our midst 
but will be long remembered for their good works; Mrs. R.E. Borland, Mrs. ' 
Russell Gardiner, Miss Hilda Clough, Mrs. William Cheavins, Mrs. R. Mooney, 
Mrs. Doreen Reid, Mrs. C.W. Millar, Mrs. William McDonald and Mrs. R. 
Dennison. 
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CHOOLS 

"Knowledge comes but Wisdom lingers." 

FORT LA BOSSE SCHOOL DIVISION 
By Doug Gray 

It was decided in April1959 to enlarge the Virden Collegiate area to 
take in surrounding areas and to become known as the Fort Ia Bosse School 
Division No. 41. The name "Fort Ia Bosse" was derived from the name of a 
cairn situated approximately four miles east of Virden on the bank of the 
Assiniboine River, marking the site of a fort of the North-West Trading 
Company established about 1790. 

The first preliminary meeting of the new Division Board was called 
by the returning officer and held at the home of Mr. H. Heaman, April 6, 1959. 
Officers elected and sworn in at this preliminary meeting were as follows: 

Ward I Mrs. M. Poole Manson, Manitoba 
Mr. George Francis Elkhorn, Manitoba 

Ward II G.E. Wardle Virden, Manitoba 
D.A. Gray Virden, Manitoba 

Ward III A.E. Shoemaker Woodnorth, Manitoba 

Ward IV F.S. Patmore Pipestone, Manitoba 

Ward V J.D. Bell Oak Lake, Manitoba 

At this meeting, Inspector K.B. Thorkelson acted as Secretary
Treasurer and continued to do so till Mr. M.R. Mciver was appointed to take 
over this office May 1, 1959. 

This first preliminary meeting received a delegation from Lenore, 
Ravine, Errol and Breadalbane School Districts. A resolution from this delega
tion was submitted to the meeting to extend the original boundaries of the 
division to include the school districts. This was finalized through the Civil 
Court in 1960. 

The officers elected at the first official meeting of the Fort La Bosse 
Board were D.A. Gray, Chairman; F.S. Patmore, Vice-Chairman; and Mr. R. 
Mciver, Secretary-Treasurer. 

The first problems of the new division were (1) to arrange an imme
diate increase in the number of classrooms and also to rent the high schools in 
the new division. The Virden Collegiate was eventually purchased from Virden 
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Consolidated School District for $22,000. With the enlargement of the Virden 
Collegiate, many of the smaller high schools were no longer needed. (2) to ar
range transportation for the great increase of pupils desiring high school educa
tion. This still remains, to the present date, perhaps one of the big problems of 
the division. 

The Principals for Fort La Bosse School Division from 1959-1970 
have been: 

Mr. R.R. Partridge 1959-1962, with eight teachers and eight classrooms. 
Mr. N.S. Tomms 1962-1965 
Mr. William Brownlee 1965 - December 1966 
Mr. A.R. Brooks January 1967 to the present. The 1970 enrolment 

was 706 with 36 full-time teachers, two half-time teachers, and 34 classrooms. 

In 1960 two temporary classrooms were built to accommodate the in
creased enrollment. The first addition to V.C.I. was commenced in 1961 at an 
estimated cost of $301,000. This was to include eight classrooms, one library 
and laboratory (two-classroom count), an auditorium and gymnasium (six
classroom count;, making in all a 16-classroom addition. A corner stone cere
mony was conducted by the Masonic Lodge in September 1961. 

A second addition was started in June 1966 and completed in 1967 at 
a cost of $400,000, and at the time of writing this, the Division Board is making 
plans for more classroom space for the commencement of September 1970. 

In 1968 the Division Board purchased from the Kinsmen Club the 
building they had established for the mentally handicapped children and now as· 
sume full responsibility for this school. 

The first school buses were purchased in 1962. There were two hold
ing 42 children. In 1963 six more were bought. Then by 1965 Virden 
Consolidated had increased its boundaries to such an extent that they assumed 
most of the transportation to all the schools in Virden. 

Mr. K.B. Thorkelson retired as Inspector of Schools in Aprill961, but 
was urged to remain until 1962.He was succeeded by Mr. C.D. Bollman who still 
holds this office. 

The custodians of the Collegiate 1959-1968 have been Mr. H. Waines, 
Mr. James Potter and Mr. James Hay. In 1968 Western Janitory Supply took 
over the complete janitorial duties. 

Mr. H.W. Chornaboy was appointed Superintendent April, 1969, with 
Mrs. K. Robb as his part-time stenographer. 

The President Division Board office is in the Virden Collegiate. 

Mr. K.G. Runions succeeded Mr. M.R. Mciver as secretary-treasurer in 
January 1970. Mr. Mciver had served the board for 11 years. Mrs. Gladys 
Carefoot is Mr. Runion's part-time stenographer. 
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The first full year budget in 1960 was $323,84 7.00 and in 1970 it was 
$1,023,748. 

The assessment in 1960 was $17,000,000 and in 1970, $33,000,000. 
The Virden Cadet Corps has been sponsored by the Fort La Bosse Division 
since 1959 and since January 1, 1970 has been training in the Collegiate. 

The Driver Training School began in 1961, sponsored by the Virden 
Collegiate. 

The Collegiate at present offers courses in Industrial Arts and Home 
Economics to each class. The University Entrance and General Courses are also 
taught as well as Business Education. 

Two gentlemen taking inventory in all high school commercial class
rooms reported that Virden Collegiate has one of the best equipped Commercial 
classrooms in any school outside the unitary school districts in Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan or Alberta. 

VIRDEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL- YEARS 1957 TO 1970 
By Mr. E. Osmond 

Memberships of Boards (Names of Chairman first) 

1957- P.J. McDONALD (died September, 1957), O.S. Fowler. T.E. Burns, 
D.A. Gray, Read Horn. 

1958 - T.E. BURNS, D.A. Gray, J.R. Mooney, G.H. Grose, Mrs. Muriel Cory 
(Mooney resigned October 1958) 

1959 - D.A. GRAY, Muriel Cory, G.H. Grose, Allan Kent, E. D. Hales 

1960- MURIEL CORY, G.H. Grose, Allan Kent, E.D. Hales, J.T. Donaldson 

1961- E.D. HALES, G.H. Grose, J.T. Donaldson, A.R. Kent and C.W. Dunn 

1962- J.T. DONALDSON, A.R. Kent, G.H. Grose, C.W. Dunn, and Dr. R.S. 
Harris 

1963- C.W. DUNN, Dr. R.S. Harris, Ken Olson, J.W. Godolphin, and C.W. 
Buckingham. 

1964- R.S. HARRIS, Ken Olson, J.W. Godolphin, C.W. Buckingham and 
Terry Yushchyshyn 

1965- TERRY YUSHCHYSHYN, C.W. Buckingham, J.W. Godolphin, Mrs. 
Glenis Brown, and William T. Carefoot. 

1966 - Same as for 1965 

1967- Same as 1966, except that William T. Carefoot was replaced by Rev. 
S.A. Walmsley. 
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1968 - TERRY YUSHCHYSHYN, J .W. Godolphin, Glenis Brown, S.A. 
Walmsley, and W. Alex Scott. 

1969- TERRY YUSHCHYSHYN, J.W. Godolphin, Glenis Brown, W.A. Scott 
and Cecil B. Dawley. 

1970- TERRY YUSHCHYSHYN, Glenis Brown, W.A. Scott, C.B. Dawley, 
and Mrs. Betty Cappie. 

ANNUAL BUDGETS AND PORTION FOR TEACHERS' SALARIES: 

(Fort La Bosse Division took over all Secondary grades at end of March 1959) 

1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 

Budget Estimates 
$145,795 
$161,401 
$157,983 
$126,750 
$125,370 
$122,450 
$136,085 
$149,779 
$222,865 
$271,574 
$330,078 
$333,574 
$366,601 
$394,613 

ENROLMENTS AND STAFF 

1957 
1958 
1959 (secondary 

grades exclud.) 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
196S 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 

No. of Pupils 
725 
750 
559 

569 
591 
610 
667 
744 
846 
829 
877 
934 
938 

Salaries of Teachers 
$92,560 
$93,000 
$82,500 
$ 73,140 
$ 75,300 
$ 75,620 
$ 84,800 
$ 93,320 
$124,200 
$132,037 
$147,600 
$172,610 
$199,889 
$210,150 

No. of Teachers 
26 (incl. colleg.) 
27 (incl. colleg.) 
19 

19 
20 
20 
23 
26 
31 
34 
34 
36 
35 

Pupil counts were taken as at September 30 each year. 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

1956 - New Goulter School built. Ten rooms, with auditorium. 

1957 - R.R. Partridge appointed principal of Collegiate. Fencing at 
new Goulter School costs $5,500. 

1958 - Renovation of Commercial Room at Collegiate, and extension 
of waterworks to the Collegiate (costs $19, 900). Science lab renovated and im
proved at cost of $3,605. 

1959 - Fort La Bosse School Division No. 41 established and second
ary grades transferred from elementary system as of March 31, 1959. Colle
giate properties were taken over for consideration of $22,000. 

Heating system in Public School updated and converted to oil at cost 
of $5,600. 

Transportation costs were 60 cents per pupil per day. 

1960 - Class for Mentally Retarded set up with first teacher being 
Mrs. Margaret Hughes. This was the Educable Group. 

New fence at Public School erected at cost of $3,650. 
Teacherage was renovated. 

1961 -Town was approached re possibility of including a tract of land 
in what was to become the Sherwood area for the purposes of building a future 
school (nothing came of this). 

1962 - In the fall, the Cuisinaire Method was introduced in Grade I 
level. This was to continue on through grade III. New teachers being hired for 
Grade I were expected to have had instruction in the Cuisinaire method. 

1963 - "Mary Montgomery Day" was a highlight. Observed June 23. 
To honor Miss Montgomery, Virden Public School was named "Mary 
Montgomery School". Miss Montgomery's forty years of service in Virden and 
ten years of previous service is an outstanding, even unique, accomplishment. 

Negotiations with Indians Affairs Branch permitted 20 pupils to at
tend Virden schools from the Oak Lake Reserve at Pipestone. This marked the 
beginning of integration of Indian children into our public school system. 

Enrolments continued to increase, and Board foresaw need of more 
classroom space in the near future. There was the possibility that all non
resident pupils now attending Virden schools would have to be denied enrol
ment in 1964. 

Late in year considerable interest was indicated to have a number of 
small rural districts consolidate with Virden S.D. 

Possible land sites were investigated for a new school, and the town 
was made an offer of $500 for title to part of Block 135 where the junior high 
school now stands. 

1964- Delegation of Buckingham, Godolphin and Yushchyshyn met 
with Town Council re the purchase of this tract of land for school purposes. An 
option to purchased was signed later. 

Enrolment of Indian students increased to 30. 
Negotiations began re the purchase of the small Tech. school by 
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Virden and Elkhorn District Library Board for $12,000 for future use as the 
local library. Later, it transpired that this Board (Library) could not legally 
hold prope:ty, and the purchase of this small school by them was never 
consummated. 

Our Board wrote to several small rural school districts adjacent to 
Virden to ascertain their thoughts on consolidating with Virden. The extent of 
early consolidations would to a large measure determine the size of any con
templated new school in Virden. 

Answers received were: 
Routledge, Joslin, Hillside and Glen Lome voted to dissolve and con-

solidated with Virden. 
Pacific voted negatively (later reversed). 
Montgomery and Laggan were to decide at meetings in near future. 
Scarth and River Valley were expected to vote later. 

In August, a delegation from the Board met in Winnipeg with the 
School Buildings Projects Committee of the Department of Education and 
received favorable response to request for a new school in Virden of l 0 - 12 
classrooms. For a 12-room school, a money by-law for $100,000 would have 
to be passed and voted on. 

Architect firm of Pratt, Lindgren and Associates was engaged for the 
new school project. 

1965 - Effective January 1, 1965, the following schools became part 
of Virden S.D. - Pacific, Scarth, Hillside, Laggan, Joslin, Routledge, Mayville 
and Montgomery. 

On Friday, May 19, a public vote was strongly in favor of building a 
new school at approximate cost of $172,000. 

June- a pilot course in conversational French was introduced at 
Grade III level. 

September - A departure from the usual transportation arrange
ments was made, and under a single contract, Larkin Transport Ltd. (Mr. Hugh 
Larkin, Manager), took over all transportation. He (Larkin) provided his own 
vehicles and engaged his own drivers and in general looked after all transporta
tion needs. Later, as more schools consolidated, a :five-year contract was 
signed with Larkin. 

October - S.D. of Glen Lorne, Bosshill, Springvale and Blair were 
officially dissolved and consolidated with Virden. 

1966 - New school was officially opened and Fred C. Cole was in
stalled as principal. Mr. Glen B. Young became principal of the Goulter 
School, and Miss Myrtle Lane was principal of Mary Montgomery School. 

S.D.'s of River Valley and Ross Consolidated were transferred to 
Virden S.D. as was also part of Arawana District. 

Fred C. Cole became Supervision Principal of all elementary schools in 
Virden without teaching duties. He remained principal of the new school, now 
known as Junior High School-grades 5 to 8 inclusive. 

The teacherage was sold to Fred C. Cole. 
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Virden Junior High School 

S.D. Lambton was dissolved and part transferred to Virden. Wood
north School was closed, and its pupils were enrolled in Virden schools as 
non-residents until such time as Woodnorth consolidated with Virden. 

196 7 - Extensive renovations and improvements were made at Mary 
Montgomery School, which extended over into 1968 program; overall amount 
spent was $40,000. 

Miss Janet Reid, who had taught in Virden for many years, was hon
ored at a staff dinner by the School Board and given a presentation upon her 
retirement from teaching. 

Kindergarten classes were started with an enrolment of 52, under ca
pable care of Mrs. Joyce L. Cawston. 

1968 - Retirement of Myrtle A. Lane after 40 years of teaching in 
Virden schools. A special day was held to honor her at the Collegiate on 
June 23. A "Myrtle Lane Bursary" was set up of $150 per year for the Grade 
XI or XII student in most need, to continue in education pursuits. 

Mr. Glen Young became principal of Mary Montgomery School and 
Mrs. Joyce L. Cawston was appointed principal at Goulter School. Each 
school was Grade I to IV. 

Hargrave and Woodnorth S_D.'s were dissolved and large parts of each 
were consolidated with Virden. Until January l, 1969 and January 1, 1970, 
respectively, the students would attend Virden as non-residents. 
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Myrtle A. Lane 

Mary Montgomery School. 
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Rev. S.A. Walmsley resigned from Board June 30, 1968, prior to his 
leaving Virden to take up residence in Portage la Prairie. 

Heavy enrolment in kindergarten made an extra class necessary and 
an additional teacher at half time was taken on staff. This was Mrs. Evelyn 
Pateman. 

A temporary classroom was set up adjacent to Junior High School to 
accommodate overflow of students. 

Mrs. Inez Heaman was taken on staff as part-time secretary to super
vising principal, Mr. Fred C. Cole. 

There was some talk of Lenore S.D. dissolving and consolidating with 
Virden, but as late as June 1969, no action had been taken in this direction. 

1969 - S.D. of Butler consolidated with Virden. 
Investigation re additional four classrooms at Junior High and add

tion of auditorium at Mary Montgomery School was made. Subsequent to an 
interview with Department of Education, it was decided to hold this matter in 
abeyance. 

E.C. Osmond was secretary-treasurer of the Elementary School Board 
throughout these years under review. 

DRIVER EDUCATION IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS 
By D.S. Whiteford 

For several years prior to 1966 the Virden Lions Club sponsored and 
conducted a Driver Education Course for the Virden Collegiate. It was to a large 
degree through their efforts and the statistics kept on the students involved that 
the provincial governments finally sponsored a course through the high schools 
consisting of 25 hours classroom, eight hours "behind-the-wheel" training, and 
eight hours "in-car" observing. The Canadian Automobile Association textbook, 
"Sportsmanlike Driving", is used as the basic text for classroom teaching and 
for the written exams. Automobile manufacturers, through their dealers, pro
vide the training car each year. In Virden the automobile dealers provide the 
car on a rotating annual basis. 

The cost of providing the course is divided between the provincial 
government and the students, the cost to the student is $20. On completion of 
the course, each successful student is given a certificate. Most insurance com
panies allow a 10 to 20 per cent reduction on insurance premiums to those 
successfully completing the course. 

In 1966 a Basic Teacher's Course for Driver Instructors was provided 
at the University of Manitoba. The Virden Lions Club through the persuasive 
efforts of Jack Morrow were able to have Don Whiteford attend this course 
which he successfully completed. Later in 1969 an Advanced Instructor's 
Course was held at the University which Don Whiteford attended and success· 
fully passed. Don has instructed all the theory and in-car training at the Virden 
Collegiate for the past four years as well as two courses at the Reston 
Collegiate. 
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Since 1966 over 300 students from the Virden Collegiate have taken 
Driver Education and successfully passed. This course is extra-curricular and 
these students all spend 41 hours of their already busy schedule in order to take 
this training. 

Statistics have shown that Driver Education is definitely paying off in 
decreasing accidents on our highways. A survey of 1,353 high school students 
over a two-year period illustrated this fact. One example: 795 in one group 
who did not receive Driver Education 64.2 per cent of these had chargeable 
accidents and convictions. This compared to a survey of 1,183 students 
trained through Driver Education - 10.6 per cent had chargeable accidents 
and convictions. 

In Virden, applications for enrolment in the course far outnumber the 
available vacancies. Each high school is allotted two courses a year of 24 stu
dents a course. In Virden we have been fortunate in receiving a few extra 
courses that have not been taken by other schools. 

Virden Collegiate 
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BF THIS AND THAT THROUGHOUT THE YEARS 

"Let the great world spin forever down the ringing grooves of Change." 

1958 

Mrs. Kent and Mrs. Monteith sparked interest in Virden Public Library 
which led to its opening in 1959. 

Higginbotham & Son celebrated their seventieth anniversary of business 
in Virden. 

Darryl Gray won the prize for the best buck head at the Manitoba 
Game and Fish Provincial competition in Winnipeg. 

Three receiving life membership for thirty-five active years of service 
in Virden Legion No.8 were J.H. McEwen, M.R. Ames and A.F. Remnant. 

Virden Council at their January meeting, decided that The Auditorium 
should be retained as a theatre. 

Consideration was given at that time to redecorating the interior and 
having the seats reupholstered. Estimates were to be called for the work in the 
immediate future. The rental fee to be $25. 

March 12 Dr. D.B. Sparling was elected as President of Virden's Red 
Cross Society and Mrs. G.S. Shoemaker as secretary. 

Mrs. E.M. Conroy passed away in January at the home of her son 
John in Prince Albert. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Chacun celebrated their Fiftieth Anniversary 
December 28, 1957. 

Deaths occurring in January and February were: George Henry 
Stewart, Austin M. Conroy, Mrs. Kenneth William McDonald and Joseph 
Clarke. 

Mrs. M.P. Watt, Captain of Girl Guides was awarded the medal of 
merit. 

Theodore Koester died at the age of 81 years at Richmond, British 
Columbia. 

Mr. William B. Reid celebrated his 92nd birthday April 7. 

Mrs. Margaret Bell Odell, wife of H.C. Odell, died April19. 
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J.H. Chalmers, mining engineer, was appointed in May as Superintend
ent of Sullivan Concentrator of the Consolidated Mining and Smelting Company 
at Kimberley, British Columbia. 

W.T. Manser, Sr. died May 16, well-known and highly respected con
tractor, whose buildings still testify to the high quality of his workmanship and 
integrity of character. 

Another highly respected business man, E.J. Scales, died in his 90th 
year, May 27, a long-time resident of Virden. Mr. Scales was a highly respected 
citizen and business man. For many years he operated the Dry Goods section 
of Scales and Rothnie Store. He was a man of great integrity of character whose 
word and advice could be depended upon. He had a keen sense of humor and 
always enjoyed a good joke. He was a man of great generosity and a loyal sup· 
porter of St. Paul's Church, where he served on church boards and gave active 
service for as long as his health permitted. 

Mrs. Laura Bell Butler (nee Creelman), long-time resident of Virden, 
died May 17. 

Mr. Thomas H. Constantine died May 17, well-known road builder, 
and contractor. 

Mrs. Walter King (nee Lottie Collier) was honored by a special birthday 
tribute. She was a graduate of Virden Hospital in 1925. 

Mrs. May L. Griffith died June 18, interested in church and all 
community affairs. 

Mr. Thomas P. Nutty was buried June 20 with full military honors as a 
long-time member of the Legion. 

Gerry Bowering was sponsored by the Legion to represent V.C.I. at 
the United Nations seminar. 

Hilda Mazzia died June 30, faithful member of Sacred Heart Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Mcintosh celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniver
sary August 19. 

Dr. Edward L. Etsell died August 24. A room in the Virden Hospital 
furnished by him indicated his continued interest in his home town. 

Mrs. Margaret L. Ferguson died this year, active in chuch and com
munity affairs. 

Mrs. Rachel M. Scarth pioneer, nurse and founder of many benefits to 
this community, died October 18. 

Gordon Stenda!l was honred by B.A. Oil, having completed fifteen 
years of service with the company. 
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Mr. Eugene Dely died suddenly December 3, 1958. He was a highly 
esteemed and greatly respected businessman since early in the century. He was 
well-known for fair dealing and generosity. His meticulously kept confectionery 
and fruit store was a centre which attracted buyers. He, with his partner Peter 
Eugene Fontana, had a business which attracted school students with a few pen
nies to spend on treats in those days long past. Mr. Fontana, a family man with 
a keen sense of humor, knew how to appeal to children of all ages. Pete's and 
Eugene's was a popular place. Later Mr. Fontana who spent 55 years in Virden, 
retired to Victoria, but Mr. Dely continued to operate the store with an occa
sional holiday trip to his homeland, Italy. 

Mrs. Minnie Cook died November 19; she came to Virden in 1921. 

Mrs. Annie Kelly died December 16, mother of Mrs. Wasyliw and 
Thomas Kelly, member of Sacred Heart. 

Andrew Bell died December 28, caretaker of Golf Course. 

Robert Alexander Irwin, died in his 93rd year, December 28, brother 
of J.J. Irwin. 

William Locke Waines died December 28, well-known implement 
dealer. 

1959 

The Virden Advance won the M.W.N .D. award for the fifth time for 
the best all-round paper and second place for the editorial page trophy. 

Douglas Henry, Virden druggist with Higginbotham's, was awarded his 
degree in Pharmacy with the highest award in his class at University of British 
Columbia. His wife is Mary Margaret Hobson, granddaughter of Mrs. Clingan. 

Kitchingman Thomas Horn, died January 5, came to Virden in 1892, 
well-known carpenter and farmer. 

Ralph H. Rolston died January 10, resident for 58 years. He was a 
carpenter and contractor. 

Murray Richardson reported that the V.C.I. team was this year's 
champion of the Southwest High School Football Manitoba League, defeating 
Souris 20-5. 

Robert H. Metcalf died January 26, well-known farmer of Pacific 
district. 

Thomas Elmer Burns died February 13 at Porcupine Plains-a leading 
citizen of Virden and member of L.O. Lodge. 

A meeting was held in Elkhorn for a school building program in Fort 
La Bosse Division to enlarge high schools in Virden, McAuley, Reston and Oak 
Lake. 
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Mrs. Rachel Gardner died February 10 in her 90th year. She came to 
Virden in the early eighties. 

Frederick A. Jessett died February 10, former baker. 

Purl Harder and Paulettes presented "Symphony of Spring Fashions" 
in the Auditorium March 25. This proved an artistic triumph. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Jane Lane died March 5. An active church and commu
nity worker in Pacific, Hargrave and Virden. Life member of the W.M.S. Wife 
of J.H. Lane. 

Mrs. Flora McDonald died March 12, a residence of Virden since 1908 
and member of the Baptist church. 

Joseph Pattinson died March ll, a Harmsworth and Laggan farmer, 
veteran of World War I. 

The Rev. D.B. Sparling was honored with a Doctor of Divinity degree 
in Winnipeg, April 23. 

George Thompson Proctor died in May. He farmed at Two Creeks 
until he retired to Virden. 

Daniel Elmer McLean died June 5. Mrs. William Garlick is a sister. 

Dr. D.B. Sparling dedicated St. Paul's Christian Education Building 
Aprill2. 

Mr. Edward Wright, Virden's oldest citizen, who celebrated his 97th 
birthday Aprill, passed away at his home two weeks later. He was a pioneer 
of 1881. 

Mrs. Balding, on the occasion of her eightieth birthday, was at home 
to her friendsApril6. She was the first President of Ewart W.I., in 1922. 

Ben McCormack of the former Lowden McCormack store died June 
14, at Watterdown, Ontario. 

G. Roy Carscadden died May 6 in Moosomin Hospital. He was a well
known funeral director. 

Mrs. James Cope died at her home June 13. She had retired to Virden 
from a Boss Hill farm in 1944. 

Dr. and Mrs. D.B. Sparling left for Victoria and Rev. and Mrs. 
Walmsley replaced them. 

William B. Reid, well-known citizen and "Master Farmer", died 
June 23, at the age of 93 years. He was noted for his fine Clydesdale horses, 
his beautifully kept farm, the hospitality of his home, and his long and faithful 
service to his Hargrave church. 
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One dozen chairs were placed in the new church parlor of St. Paul's, 
by Mrs. Roddy and her daughters, in memory of Marshall F. English, killed in 
action on May 31, 1942. 

William Harry Parsons died June 19. He came from England to Oak 
Lake in 1883, working in the flour mill there. Came to Virden 1929. 

The Queen and Prince Philip arrived in Virden June 29; Miss Myrtle 
Lane's scrap-book was presented as a gift to Prince Charles and Princess Anne 
from Virden Schools by Brian Lam bourn and Mary Bentley, chosen because 
their birthdays were closest to those of the Royal children. "The Virden 
Story" was also presented. Some 7,000 people enjoyed the parade and the 
Royal visit at the Arena. Veterans displaying their medals on the occasion were 
Jim Flecknor, Harry Walker, Bill Hallett and Percy Green, a Somerset man, 
whose medal for bravery in the Battle of Mons was especially noted by the 
Queen. Nine-year-old Shari Johnston, presented a bouquet to the Queen on 
behalf of the Oak Lake people. Eleven-year-old Ardele Clark was drum major
ette, who played the drum roll before the singing of "The Queen". The Hon. 
Alvin Hamilton presented Mayor J.C. Cory and Mrs. Cory and Hon. John and 
Mrs. Thompson to the Royal Party. Those responsible for the arrangements 
were to be commended for a very successful carrying out of plans. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Angus died June 28 in her 93rd year; an active mem
ber in church and Red Cross work. 

Mrs. Isabella Ledgerwood died July 5; farmed south of Virden, retired 
to Virden until 1941, later lived in Brandon. 

Albert C. Kendrick died June 28; resident of this district from 1900 
and came to live in the town, 1947. 

Virden Regional Library was opened September 3 in both Elkhorn 
and Virden. Miss Marjory Morley and other dignitaries were present. 

The Library was located on the top floor of the Government 
Resources Building with Mrs. Vera Leckie as librarian. Elkhorn librarian was 
Mrs. Delmar Nylin. B.J. Barnes was chairman of the Regional Library Board. 

John William Parker died September ll -a Woodnorth farmer who 
retired to Virden, 1929. 

Mrs. Margaret Moody died September 15. She came to the Routledge 
district in 1883 and retired to Virden with her husband in 1947. 

Mrs. Adelle Marriot Ashton died September 12. She came to Canada 
in 1905 and retired to Virden 1930. 

Two visitors from Ceylon came to Virden to make a study of Canadian 
Government at the Municipal Level. They were present for the visit of the 
Queen and guests of the Town Council. 

William Bridgett died September 17 - at the age of 93. One of 
Virden's oldest and very highly respected citizens. He was a worthy pioneer, 
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who participated in every phase of community life during his sixty-three 
years in Virden. He was manager of Manitoba Hardware and Lumber Co.; 
now known as Virden Hardware Co., which is still under family management. 
Always a modest man, Mr. Bridgett had a boundless energy. Sharing his 
humor and his lifetime of experience, he was an invaluable source of informa
tion in helping to compile Mrs. Clingan's Virden Story. 

Ted Halliwell died September 22, operated a shoe repair shop, and 
was a keen bowler. 

Frederick Jeffry Palmer died September 7, son of Lieutenant-Colonel 
F. Palmer and Davina Jeffrey and prominent Montreal engineer. 

Swimming pool was opened August 20. Boyd Clark was the first into 
the pool while Barry Smith was the lifeguard. Art Hayton for fun was dumped 
fully clothed into the pool by Duncan Welch, contractor of the pool. 

Mrs. Clovis Renard died October l, a lover of flowers, lived at Antler 
and Belleview, retiring to Virden where she was an ardent member of Sacred 
Heart Church. 

Others who died in October were William E. Stanley, farmer at 
Lenore, and retired to Virden in 1945. James Newton Leckie also died that 
month, former bank manager, active in community affairs. He was also a vet
eran of World War I. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gerrier celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniver
sary November 7. More than 60 guests signed the guest book and a purse was 
presented to them by the family. They retired from Routledge to Virden in 
1945. 

Few will forget the record October 6 blizzard which paralyzed the 
Virden area with 35 inches of snow. The storm started late Tuesday and con
tinued until early Friday. This Thanksgiving weekend resulted in hundreds of 
motorists being stranded in Virden as traffic on No. 1 Highway was stopped. 
Semi-trailers with cattle and hogs were stalled beside the road. Goulter School 
became a refuge for 150 people where doughnuts intended for a $10,000 
Curlo were supplied with coffee to the stranded people. Teachers fell to and 
acted as hostesses at Goulter School. Hotels, motels and private homes accom
modated many others. 

November 11. The Girl Guides and Brownies planted golden tulips at 
Virden District Hospital to form a part of the River of Gold stretching from sea 
to sea celebrating the sixtieth anniversary of the Girl Guide and Brownie move
ment in Canada to be observed the next summer. They were assisted by C. H. 
Reid, gardener of the hospital. 

Another anniversary, a fifty-fifth, was celebrated by Mr. and Mrs. Dory 
M. Giles at White Rock, British Columbia. 

In November, several deaths occurred. Albert Frank Finch died as a 
result of an auto accident near Spy Hill. Sim F. Hall, who lived at Scarth, and 
later joined R.C.M.P. detachment and toured Nova Scotia with the R.C.M.P. 
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Musical Ride. Mrs. Amy Grace Sararas, widow of Simon Sararas, who lived 
most of her life in Virden. William Albert McLellan died in Vancouver, former
ly of Virden, and husband of Madeline McFadzean. Another death was that of 
Peter Eugene Fontana who died at St. Joseph's Hospital, Victoria, British 
Columbia, on November 13. A well-known business man in Virden. 

Mrs. Edith William, mother of Mrs. H. Kydd died December 3 in 
her ninetieth year. 

1960 

The first baby to arrive in the new Virden District Hospital was a boy 
born at 4:17a.m. January 2, to Mr. and Mrs. Earl Shurvell, residents of Virden, 
married in 1954. Mr. Shurvell first worked on a service rig, then later was manag
er of Virden Radiator Service. 

A brick from St. Paul's United Church now forms a part of a Friendship 
Court at Carmel Church, Carmel, California. This came about through arrange
ments made by Dr. and Mrs. O.S. Ross who had visited Carmel and felt Canada 
should be represented. Mr. R.E. Borland saved a brick which Mrs. Ross sent with 
this inscription "St. Paul's United Church, Virden, Manitoba, the corner stone 
of which was laid in 1901." The brick was manufactured in Virden, Manitoba. 

Bernard Behrens, former employee of George A. Murdoch, has be
come famous with the Manitoba Drama League. He joined the Canadian and 
Stratford Festival Players. 

Mrs. Ellen E. Heaman (nee Sproat) died January 9, a pioneer of 
Montgomery district and wife of the late Jerry Heaman. 

William Gordon Heaman died February 18, a prominent farmer of 
Joslin district, served many years on Joslin School Board and Wallace Council, 
a member of Wallace United Church and active in the COF Court of Elms, 
No. 406. 

Mrs. M.R. Spiers died in Brandon, March ll, member of United 
Church, active in community affairs. 

V.C.I. scholarship committee was set up for the purpose of administer
ing scholarships to be awarded annually to deserving students. This organiza
tion began because of the generosity of an annual trust fund of $250 set up by 
the late Mrs. H. H. Goulter. Other contributors to the fund were Lebanon 
Lodge AF and AM, No. 43; Virden Canadian Legion Branch No.8; I.O.D.E. 
Lodge No. 13; LOL Orange Lodge; Virden School Board; Maples Society; 
IOOF Lodge; Rebekah Crocus Lodge; Amurex Oil. Many others contributed 
later. 

V.C.I. won the trophy for the best Junior Play in the Manitoba Drama 
League Festival and was awarded the coveted Broderson Trophy. The play was 
directed by Miss F. Chappell and Miss G. Currie. The cast of this play, "The 
Ugly Duckling", was Rose Kool, Sharon Bender, Audrey Sinclair, Dale Lund, 
Ron McDole, Fred Waines and Wayne Dunfield. 
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Sergeant W.J. Brown won for the fourth time the Bisley Rifle Shoot. 
The sergeant's repeated success through the years brings credit to Virden. 

Judge Donald A. McNiven died in Regina, July 30. He was member of 
Saskatchewan Legislature, resigning later to join the Court of Appeal. 

Ernie Taylor died September 8, well-known businessman in the 
Taylor Lumber Co. 

Edward Anderson, Clerk of Wallace and Virden Municipal Councils, 
resigned after 25 years of service. The office was then filled by Gil Rodger. 

Virden Summer Fair this year held special interest !or swine and short
horn breeders as the regional shows were held here. 

Virden-Wallace Councils in August discussed Co-ordinate Civil Defence 
Emergency Planning. Virden area was designated as one of twenty-four key 
centres in the Western Zone. 

Henry Palmer died suddenly October 13, at his farm home. Son of the 
late Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. Fred Palmer. Interested in sports and was a 
successful farmer. 

Wallace Municipality qualified for PF AA assistance for the sum of 
$150,518 distributed over 12 townships. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Alder celebrated their golden wedding June 21, when 
a family dinner was held in their honor. Married in Switzerland, they came to 
Canada in 1923. They farmed in the Scarth district until their retirement to 
Virden in 1952. 

Mrs. R.E. Borland died December 6. She was devoted to her church 
and Hospital Aid for which she served endlessly. President of St. Paul's W .A. 
for twelve years and served on the Committee of the Christian Education 
building. 

Mrs. Frank Knox died December 23. She was an active member in 
all community affairs and for many years was Secretary-Treasurer of Virden 
Agricultural Society. 

William Duncan Milne died August 4. He came to Canada in 1905, 
farmed in the Boss Hill district. Retired to Virden in 1950. 

1961 

James C. Doak of Virden was one of ten prominent lawyers appointed 
Queen's Counsel in the Queen's New Year's Honors List. The announcement 
was made by Hon. Sterling Lyons, Attorney-General. 

February l, 1961 Mr. and Mrs. Adam Halliday celebrated their golden 
wedding. They were married in The Manse of Carmel Presbyterian Church by 
Rev. Peter Strang. The toast to the couple, fifty years later, was proposed by 
Rev. Krepps. 
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Northern Affairs Minister Hon. Walter G. Dinsdale was guest of honor 
at a luncheon given by Virden Chamber of Commerce. 

Rev. Murray Ames was appointed Hon. Canon at St. Matthew's 
Cathedral. This was no mean honor for a young priest. He had the blessing 
of Right Rev. I.A. Norris, Bishop of Brandon. 

Wallace Council endorsed the proposed bridge at Cromer. A recom
mendation was made that the erection of a dam at Oak Lake, as well as closing 
the present Ducks Unlimited Dam, would be a method of maintaining constant 
water level in Oak Lake. 

Kinsmen Gold Award winners for 1961 were Gaye Yates and Grady 
Johnson. Gaye gave the best female performance as Mrs. Perkins in Goulter 
School Grade VII Play "The Grand Cham's Diamond", while Grady gave the 
best male performance of the convict in Virden Collegiate Institute play di
rected by Peter Charles. The play was "The Bishop's Candlesticks". 

The same year Donna Jean Gerrier and Monica Hollamby tied with a 
mark of 85 each, the highest mark in Senior Spoken Poetry in Virden Festival. 
Freddie Tough was a second time winner with a mark of 86 in the Junior 
Spoken poetry section. 

Mrs. R. Cappie, President, Manitoba Co-op Women's Guild, gave are
port to Virden Co-op Guild on the National Congress of Co-op Women's Guilds. 
The Congress was held in the Chateau Laurier, Ottawa. 

A Bronze Memorial Plaque was presented to Mr. Roy Brown, Chair
man of the Hospital Board, by Mr. J.G. Trowell of Virden District Hospital 
Aid. The plaque was given in memory of Mrs. R.E. Borland, recalling her many 
years of devoted service to the Virden Hospital. 

Mrs. Lila Higginbotham was awarded the Reston Chamber of Com
merce Trophy for her oil painting of St. Mary's Church. Lila was given the award 
as the artist showing the greatest promise. 

The first tourists checked :n this summer at the new Lions Club Park 
and were generous in their praise of the efficient facilities provided. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kerr celebrated their diamond wedding June 7. 
They were married in Hollywood Chapel, Newburgh, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, 
in 1901. They came to Virden to make their home, first on a farm at Hargrave, 
arriving in Pacific district, Aprill907. They later retired to Virden. 

Ron Fergusson finished painting Virden water tower. The height of 
the tower is eighty feet. This job of spray painting could only be accomplished 
during calm weather. 

The first sale at Virden Auction Mart took place June 10. Mac 
McGregor was auctioneer, Jim Leckie of Horne-Morrow was accountant. Bob 
Winstone, our district agricultural representative, was on hand to assist. 
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Virden was honored in June by a visit of the R.C.M.P. Band of which 
Sergeant J.C. Cook, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Cook of Virden was vocal 
soloist and choral director. Sergeant Cook holds his A.R.T.C. and A.M. U.S. 
singing diplomas and has made many radio and public recital appearances. 

Mr. and Mrs. H.R. Grose celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
July 4. Another golden anniversary celebrated November 6 was that of Mr. and 
Mrs. J.J. Irwin and to round out the year, Mr. and Mrs. John Demman cele
brated their 55th wedding anniversary December 26. 

Vern Andrew died suddenly at his home April 30, a well-known insur
ance and real estate agent. He succeeded his father in the business and in turn 
was succeeded by his son, Bob. He was founder of the Sports Booster Club. 

Other deaths of that year were Francis Clark Sexsmith and Fletcher 
Sexsmith and also Mrs. F.G. Boggs who died July 30 at her home, an active 
member in St. Paul's Church. Mr. William Burgess, well known as a shoe clerk 
in Scales Rothnie Store, died October 8. 

The crumbling cornerstone of the old Anglican Church at Hargrave 
(Holmes Memorial Church) yielded much interesting historic data in l96L 

A new Robinson store was built this year on the site of what had been 
the Virden Locker Plant. 

Bob Whiteford and Greg Snidal found a U.S. weather balloon in a 
tree on the property of E. B. Weldon. The deflated balloon was about twice 
the size of a football and complete with small parachute, miniature battery 
and light bulb. 

Virden Agriultural Society made history when the 69th annual fair 
was the first Class B Fair. 

The Canadian Weekly Newspapers Association met in the Royal 
Alexander Hotel, Winnipeg. J.R. McLachlan, Editor of Virden Empire Advance 
and President of C.W.N.A., was made Provost of the Order of Buffalo. The pres
entation was made on behalf of the Manitoba government by Hon. J.W.M. 
Thompson. At the same dinner, Mr. McLachlan was presented by C.W.N.A. 
with a handsome engraved silver tray. Earlier at the National Convention, Mayor 
Stephen Juba conferred upon President McLachlan the title Honorary Citizen 
of Winnipeg. 

The lunar eclipse was observed here August 30. 

Virden Professional Building was constructed by Duncan Welch 
contractor and his group. The building was of Tyndall stone, some fossil forma
tion was found in the blocks used. The building was officially opened by 
Mayor J.C. Cory early in October while Steve Hegion represented the Chamber 
of Commerce. Contractor Duncan Welch and sub-contractor L.L. Newman and 
J. Stacey were also present. Congratulations were in order for James C. Doak 
and Associates on the fine achievement. 

A memorial carillon was installed at St. Paul's by the family in mem
ory of the late pioneers Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sanford. New music rolls have been 
added since. 
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Virden received the Good Roads Award when the Shea Drewery Trophy 
was presented at the annual convention of the Good Roads Association October 
27. Because of the good management of Public Works foreman, Les Milne, he 
was urged to attend the convention. 

Once there was a women's P and B Club in Virden with the following 
members elected: 

province. 

Miss Lee ADams 
Miss Vera Leckie 
Miss Kay Carefoot 
Miss Janet Campbell 

-President 
- Vice-President 
- 2nd Vice-President 
- Secretary-Treasurer 

The Club received a charter to become the sixteenth club in the 

Reeve H. C. Odell of the Rural Municipality of Walalce was presented 
with a photograph of himself honoring him on the completion of thirty years of 
service to Wallace. The photograph will hang in the Council Chambers along 
with other pictures of Mayors and Reeves. 

1962 

On behalf of the Manitoba Government, Hon. John Thompson pre
sented Wallace Councillor Hercules J. Wood with the Manitoba Order of the 
Buffalo. Mr. Wood had served 41 years in his community and celebrated his 
80th birthday March 16. Mr. Thompson also presented the Order of the Buffalo 
to Reeve H. C. Odell for his distinguished service to the municipality and to the 
province for more than 30 years. 

A new edition to the Virden Collegiate was officially opened in May. 
A.F. Remmant, one of the workmen who helped to build the original collegiate 
52 years before, participated in the opening of the new V.C.I. addition by as
sisting Miss Helen Bridgett with the cutting of the official ribbon. Keys of the 
new addition were handed to Principal R.R. Partridge by J.B. McSorley of the 
Fort La Bosse School Division Board. 

The new bowling establishment with eight lanes and automatic pin 
setters was opened in June with D.A. Gray manager. The building was designed 
by F.A. France Construction. It replaced the old alley on Seventh Avenue which 
was destroyed by fire. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Hemingson celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniver
sary August 4. Their five sons and five daughters were present for the occasion. 

Mr. and Mrs. N. Sararas celebrated their fiftieth anniversary October 20 
at their home in the afternoon, and in the evening, friends and relatives met in 
the I.O.O.F. Hall. Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Sararas, Brian, and Brenda, were in charge 
of arrangements. 

Major C.M. McLean, son of William McLean, was awarded Canadian 
Forces Decoration for long and efficient service. 
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Olive May Towns died May 31. She was a member of St. Paul's 
Choir, the Rebekah Lodge, the I.O.D.E. and the Ladies' Legion Auxiliary. 

Mrs. Agnes Bryden Woodrow died in Virden hospital in her 95th year 
February 20. 

Mrs. Mary J. Montgomery, widow of James Montgomery, C.P.R. road
master, died February 1 in her ninetieth year. She was a highly respected lady. 

Virden Advance featured a picture of Ted Eveleigh, Editor Rundle 
McLachlan and Captain Bill Reid taken in the historic town square in Soest, 
Germany. Bill McKay of the Moosomin Spectator was also in the picture. 

Han. John Thompson, MLA for Virden Constituency and Manitoba's 
Minister of Public Works, has been appointed County Court Judge for the 
Southern Judicial District of Manitoba. 

The Provincial Cup, awarded annually, was presented to Wallace 
Municpality for the best-kept system of roads in excess of 100 miles. It was 
received by H.C. Odell and W.T. Manser on behalf of Wallace. 

Mrs. Bessie Whiteford died December 31 at the age of 94 years. She 
was known as "Gram" to many and was well loved in Montgomery and Virden 
districts. 

Jack Irving valued employee with Manitoba Telephone System, died 
May 2. He retired in 1945. 

Dave Petch, manager of Robinson Stores for 20 years, died February 
23. A respected business man and sportsman. 

Mr. J.J. Irwin died June 2. Before his retirement, he was associated 
with Massey-Harris Co. and later a partner in the Cranna and Irwin butcher 
business. 

Alexander Findlay Gardner, many years manager of United Grain 
Growers, died November 28. 

Mr. Frederick William Dumbleton, for many years prominent in the 
life of Virden, died October 20. He was for 23 years secretary of Virden School 
Board. He also served as Justice of the Peace and Relief Officer and mem-
ber of the Ration Board during World War II. As a young man he sailed around 
the Horn in a sailing vessel. 

1963 

The new night depository was installed at the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce. J.T. Donaldson was the first depositor while Ken Hughes, the 
bank manager, looks on. 

Major Hugh Sinclair of Shilo, formerly of Virden, formally relin
quished the command of the 12th Manitoba Dragoons on January 13 to 
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Lieutenant-Colonel George D. Crawford of Brandon. 

The 64th Annual Bonspiel of Virden was opened by Tom Gerrier, 
the oldest active member of the Virden Curling Club, throwing the first rock, 
while Mayor McNeill and H. C. Odell took time out from civic duties to sweep 
the first rock into the House. 

The Grand Aggregate winner in the 1963 bonspiel was a rink com
posed of Glen Fowler, Marcel Chacun, Bruce Sawyer and Merv Colter. 

The same year, Bill Kent, formerly of Virden, won the Quebec 
Consols playdowns to enter "The Brier", staged at Brandon March 4- 8. 
While curling in Virden earlier, he played in a rink with Larry Duncan and 
Henry Palk which was skipped by the veteran curler, Jim Duncan. 

Mr. James C. Doak, Q.C., was elected National Treasurer at the Na
tional Convention of the Progressive Conservative Association in Ottawa in 
January. 

In 1963 Judge Thompson was appointed a member ofthe Royal 
Commission on Local Government Organization and Finance. The new Com
mission was headed by Roland Michener, former Speaker of the House of 
Commons and now Governor-General of Canada. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Stephenson and family were honored at a farewell 
party prior to their departure for Strathmore, Alberta. 

Alexander Bayne Rutherford passed away January 23. He was a lawyer, 
and highly respected citizen of Kenton and Virden. A veteran of World War I, 
active in the work of St. Paul's Church, Virden representative of Children's Aid 
Society for Western Manitoba. He was also an ardent gardener, serving on 
the Parks Board and Chairman of the town Beautifcation Committee. 

Our editor, J.R. McLachlan, was welcomed to NORAD at Colorado 
Springs by Air Vice-Marshall Murray Lister, R.C.A.F. Rundle was one of a 
group of twenty-eight Canadian Weekly Newspapermen, entertained February 
21 at NORAD Headquarters. 

The same month, Higginbotham's Drug Store celebrated 75 years of 
service in Virden. Four generations of the family have operated the store, since 
it was first established on Nelson Street in 1888 

Mrs. Emma Carleton was saluted as "Mother of the Year" for this com
munity when she celebrated her ninety-second birthday. Mrs. Carleton now has 
62 grandchildren and 154 great randchildren, among them a granddaughter, 
Gladys Tall Taylor, whose novel, "Pine Roots", won the "Book of the Year" 
award in 1962. 

Among 31,000 posters, entered in 20 countries, sponsored by the 
"Latham Foundation International Poster Contest", Miss Catherine Koch won 
second prize and a certificafe of merit. Miss Koch is a granddaughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Mike Smolinksy. 
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Robert Cock bill died November 15; veteran of World War I, a farmer, 
later in business with McBain's Hardware. Interested in youth work, his church 
and gardening. 

Bob Patterson died March 14 in Saskatoon, formerly operated a trar,s
fer business in Virden. 

William George Wilson who died suddenly February 14, farmed at 
Hillview, retired to Virden in 1953. He was a United Church elder for 37 years. 

Rev. Rex Krepps and family left the Virden Presbyterian Church for 
Winnipeg where he will take up pastoral duties in Norwood. 

Hank Roberts died November 14. He was Manitoba Hydro Supervisor 
here till 1945. His wife was the former Phyllis English. 

Adam Halliday died August 14. He was well known in the Joslin area 
and retired to Virden in 1941. 

Mr. and Mrs. W.C. McLean celebrated their Diamond Wedding anniver
sary June 10 in St. Paul's Church. Their family, as a wedding gift, presented 
them with a first class ticket to Boston, making possible a second honeymoon 
to Boston, where they were married. Guests from far and wide came to pay re
spect to this well-loved couple. 

Gladys Irene Perlette (nee Murray) died October 4, a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, a wonderful homemaker. 

Mrs. Jane Nelson (nee Speirs) died March 26. She came to Oak Lake in 
1880, retired to Virden, where she was known as a wonderful cook. 

James H. McEwen died in June, a resident here for 53 years. He was a 
blacksmith by trade. He served on Virden Council, Veteran of World War I, 
deeply involved in his church and community. His son Charles died December 
23 of the same year, health inspector and superintendent of water works in 
Virden. Later moved to Ottawa and Minnedosa. 

Mary Montgomery, after 50 years of teaching, was presented with 13 
yards of gold ribbon, on which had been printed the names of more than 1,200 
pupils and teachers with whom she had worked through the years. She was 
pictured in the Advance as receiving yard after vard of the ribbon from Miss 
Bertha Sanford, Miss Mona Insley and Miss Viola Hill, teachers who were on 
the staff when Miss Montgomery first came to Virden. The final honor accord
ed Miss Montgomery was the announcement that the school in which she had 
taught for so many years, had been renamed "Mary Montgomery School". 

Dr. George Lyle Littlejohn, former Virden chiropractor, died at 
Chilliwack October 30. 

Father Scheiber, pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, celebrated his twenty
fifth anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. Right-Rev. Mgr. O.I. 
Mcinerney was present for the occasion. Another feature at this time was the 
burning of the mortgage on Sacred Heart Church. 

148 Virden Review 1958- 1970 



Mary Gardiner died May 7, a much-loved teacher, faithful member of 
St. Paul's choir and active in I.O.D.E. work. She was predeceased by her sister 
Eva May on September 29, 1962, also a faithful member of St. Paul's. 

Harry Allen died May 6, employed by the CPR from 1917 until the 
time of his death. He was a community-minded man, serving as school trustee, 
active in promoting victory loans and also past president of R.R. Telegraphers. 

Lawrence Wallace died July 16, resided in Virden for 23 years. He 
worked for many years with William Jones as a mechanic. His wife, Lillian, 
died the same year on November 20. 

Grace Darling Cook died August 29. She was a member of St. Paul's 
Choir. Well known in business in the town. 

Thomas Fitzpatrick died April 13 in Virden Hospital. Born in Nova 
Scotia, he lived in Virden 40 years, operating his own tailor shop. Interested 
in sport and a member of the Legion. 

Mr. G.E. Wardle received his final equity payment from Wallace Co-op 
December 4. He had been instrumental in signing up the original members in 
this organization in the early 1930's, often travelling on horseback. He was 
secretary of Virden Mines and Minerals Protective Association and through his 
efforts, many Veterans now own the mineral rights on their property. Always 
active in Co-operative movements, he also served on the school boards of 
Springvale and Fort La Bosse. He was also active in Health and Welfare work 
and in his church, Veteran of World War I, winning the military medal. He 
spent his later years in Brandon and Chater. 

Mrs. J.J. O'Neil died March 6, widow of J.J. O'Neil who died in July 
1957. They farmed at Hargrave until retiring to Virden in 1946. They were 
both active in chuch and community affairs. 

Mr. and Mrs. B.E. Little celebrated their Golden Wedding December 
24 when friends called to congratulate them. They retired from farming to 
Virden in 1947. 

1964 

Mr. and Mrs. John VanLoo held "Open House" at the home of their 
son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Van Loo. Mrs. Iva Rainey and Mrs. 
A. Halliday on behalf of their neighbors, presented them with a purse of 
money. Rev. J. Scheiber read a message of congratulations from Archbishop 
G. Flahiff. 

Legion members who received Life Membership pins were T.E. 
Armstrong, H. Read, Bert Snape and R.P. Green. They were all Veterans of 
World War I and members of long standing in Virden Legion Branch No. 8. 
Those receiving 25-year memberships were: A.F. Remnant, G. MacDonald, J. 
Sproat, C. Rawcliffe, H. Walker and M.R. Ames. 

Mrs. Kathleen D. McKay died January 16, came to Virden after 40 
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years in business in Lenore. Two other deaths in January were that of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Milne and that of Norman Montgomery. 

In the February 25 issue of the Virden Advance, Edward Anderson 
paid tribute to Mrs. Clingan's book, The Virden Story. He felt this history 
should be read by every boy and girl in Virden Collegiate. He deemed it a mas
terpiece in its class and a valuable historic work. This was a fine tribute coming 
to her on the eve of her ninetieth birthday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Studer celebrated their golden wedding anniversary 
February 24. They came to Pacific in 1939. The family gathering was held at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Williams. 

Freda May Wilson (nee Hayhurst) died January 9. She was a member 
and soloist of St. Paul's Choir. 

Mr. and Mrs. RobertS. Dodds celebrated their 58th wedding anniver
sary March 15. Their many friends joined in good wishes for further years of 
happiness. 

Kathleen Templeton, Manitoba author, was honored by having her 
story chosen for publication by W.J. Gage and Company. Hers was one of the 
43 manuscripts chosen from 7,500 offered. Mrs. Templeton is well known for 
her "Prairie Talks" on CBC. 

Alfred E. Featherstone died January 8. He came to Virden at the age 
of 24. He was a well-known carpenter and contractor. He was a member of 
St. Andrew's. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Weber celebrated their Golden Wedding April 2 
when they were guests of honor at a dinner in St. Paul's Church when over 50 
guests were present. Mrs. Hodgins, their daughter, proposed the toast to the 
happy couple. A dance where the music was supplied by Kyles Orchestra in the 
Elks Hall followed the dinner. 

The following deaths occurred in February and March: James A. 
Burnett, February 18, husband of Edith Lansing. He came to Virden in 1911. 
Mrs. Mary B. Beaton, February 20, Pioneer of Virden district. Died at 
Kamloops. Mrs. Phyllis Thompsett, March 5, left here 1960, died in Winnipeg. 
Noah Sararas, March 9, he is survived by his widow, his son, Alvin and family. 
Mrs. Annie Coles, March 28 (mother of Mrs. Herb Gardiner). 

John Blair was the lucky winner for a trip to Bermuda, when he rolled 
a three-game total of 845 to win the Players' Bowling Festival at the Recreation 
Lanes in Brandon. Mr. Blair left on his trip about July 14 accompanied by Don 
Collier of Virden. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Wright celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary 
Aprill2 at an "At Home", held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. H. Metcalf. They 
were married in St. Mary's Anglican Church by Rev. J. Robertson Aprill4. Mr. 
and Mrs. James Brownlie who were guests at the wedding were also guests at 
the "At Home". 
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James Renwick died April6, a member of the United Church, of 
I.O.O.F. Lodge (50-year Jewel). He former farmed at Ryerson. 

Dr. J.T. Coals, MB- BS (1953 London), FRCS (later in 1961) has 
joined Virden Clinic. He was accompanied by his wife, Iris, and two children, 
Allison and Christopher. 

Potash, of high quality, was discovered 50 miles northwest of Virden 
at St. Lazare. This discovery aroused considerable interest in the Virden area. 

Dr. John R. Monteith died at his home April 25. Many recall his un
selfish service to his church and community. He was chief of staff at Virden 
Hospital and chairman of Virden Local Health Unit. He was President in 1935 
of St. Andrew's Society, Charter member of Virden Golf Club 1930 and a Di
rector of Virden Auction Mart. Left to mourn are his wife, Florence, and two 
sons, John at Rivers, Manitoba, and Lewis at home. 

Bill Godolphin of Virden left September 6 en route to Nigeria to 
teach Physics and Chemistry in Awe Secondary School at Oyo, Western 
Nigeria. 

Virden's 12th Manitoba Dragoons, historic oldest continuing militia 
unit in Manitoba, is to be absorbed by the 26th Field Regiment. It goes back 
to the time of the Northwest Rebellion. It may be revived in time of National 
Emergency. 

June 24 was the opening of the new annex to the Virden Armouries. 
Official ceremonies attended by senior army officers and civic authories marked 
the opening. Major Bert Armstrong paid tribute to Major Hugh Sinclair of Shilo 
and Hon. Walter Dinsdale for promoting this project. 

Mrs. Mary Louise Powell died May 12; 44 years a resident here, a keen 
gardener, member of St. Mary's and of Ladies' Auxiliary to the Canadian 
Legion. Another death in May of Earl Pearson Hagyard, farmer and son of pio
neer parents. He died May 10. Gr&w up at Routledge. 

In August the Senior Citizens Home "The Sherwood" was opened. 

The gas contract was finalized between Virden Town Council and 
Inter-City Gas Ltd., Portage la Prairie. The official opening took place 
September 3. 

Mrs. Grace Pauli died September 17, a member of the Presbyterian 
church, a teacher before her marriage. She was a devoted wife and a true 
friend. 

Duncan Archibald Campbell died September 23, a noted farmer and 
sheep breeder, Veteran of World War II, a kind and friendly man. 

Two deaths also occurred in October. Albert Charles Shoemaker, 
October l. Woodnorth farmer returned to Virden 1946. 
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Mrs. Mary Skinner October 28. She was a member of St. Mary's 
Crocus Rebekah Lodge and Ladies' Auxiliary of the Legion. 

The October 24 issue of Virden Advance congratulated RCMP Jack 
Krassie on his pormotion from rank of Corporal to Sergeant. Formerly he was 
in charge of the Virden detachment. 

Edward H. Hagan died in his 83rd year, a farmer of Mayville district 
where he served on the School Board. He retired to Virden 1948. 

While working on the demolition of an old house on his farm, Ken W. 
McDonald discovered some old newspapers, The Inverness, Scotland, Courier, 
for October 12, 1882, and the Manitoba Free Press for June 20, 1882. He 
also found a copy of a Presbyterian Record for the Dominion of Canada for 
July, 1887. This old house was built in 1882 by Ken's grandfather, William 
McDonald. 

Ron Fergusson, late in 1964, was pictured in the Advance "way up" 
on top of the tower on the Municipal Office, not posing for a picture, but paint
ing the roof a silver color. In the same picture, Kurt Nissen is seen painting the 
windows. 

Two deaths occurred in November - Mrs. Mary Louise McLean 
November l. She was an esteemed resident and a fine homemaker. Born in 
Prince Edward Island, she later moved to Boston. She was a member of St. 
Paul's and of St. Andrew's Society. 

Robert John Hood died suddenly November 5 after 40 years of sevice 
with the C.P.R. He was a member of the Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star and 
also of the Presbyterian Church. He was active in promoting sports among boys. 

Hallowe'en of this year was marked by malicious pranks. Two race 
horses and a colt, collectively valued at $2,000 were killed. Two people were in
jured in an accident, after some hooligans had opened the gate of the pasture on 
John Clarke's land on the Maryfield road. Seven valuable race horses got out, 
two of which were killed. These two were owned by Andrew Tronrud of 
Saskatchewan, father-in-law of W.V. Goliath of Virden. Other dastardly pranks 
took place in the area. 

We are sorry to record five more deaths to close this year. Mrs. Janet 
Mary Hitchens, December l (Nettie Palmer), daughter of Colonel Palmer and 
wife of Charles Hitchens. William Green, December 2, resident here for 56 
years. Mrs. Maude Mathieson, December 3, came from Woodnorth to Virden. 
Arthur W. Brown, December 7, Veteran of two World Wars, Legion member and 
member of the United Church. Henry Benkendorf, December 24, Virden busi
nessman and motel owner. 

1965 

Mr. and Mrs. G.F. Carefoot celebrated their Golden Wedding anniver
sary January 6 when 100 guests signed the guest book which was in charge of 
their grandson, Layton Carefoot. Their five children were all present for the 
occasion. 
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Leslie Milne was honored after 22 years of service as foreman of public 
works in the town, when on January 13, he was presented with a gold watch by 
C.S. Coleman. Mr. Coleman expressed the thanks of the town for his faithful 
work and co-operation. Mayor H.J. McNeill also offered congratulations. 

Mr. and Mrs. E.W. Hallett were at home to relatives and friends on the 
occasion of their Golden Anniversary. Their two daughters were present for the 
occasion. Congratulations were received from relatives in England and 
Australia. 

The Kinsmen Club of Virden on January 22 officially burned the mort
gage on the Kinsmen's School for Retarded Children. Don Francis of Brandon 
and Jim Leckie of Virden officiated at the ceremony. 

The world mourns the death of Sir Winston Churchill, January 25. 
The hearts of many were touched by this event for he upheld our courage in war 
years. 

In February the following deaths occurred: Mrs. Ethel Sexsmith, on 
February 10, widow of Frank Sexsmith; Robert Samuel Dodds, a Virden farm
er whose name is associated with the old lime kiln; Mrs. Eulalia May Stephenson 
on February 15, former resident of this area, died in Kelowna; Mrs. Jane Owens 
Hagan on February 16, a former Mayville resident and good friend. 

Virden Co-op Limited celebrated its 35th anniversary February 13. It 
started as Wallace Consumers Co-op Limited with W.C. McLean, manager for the 
first sixteen years. Grant Galbraith is the present manager. 

In March 1965, voters approved a by-law in the referendum held in the 
Legion Hall, when the larger school unit was approved. Later, May 26, Sunday 
activities were approved. 

Two deaths which occurred in March were David Nelson Tapp, March 
1, Veteran World War I and prisoner of war. He was active in Saskatchewan 
Wheat Pool. William John Graves died March 18, Supervisor of Government 
Roads, later County Clerk and Bailiff. He belonged to the Masonic Lodge. 

Terry McLean, our well-known Virden artist, exhibited at the 
Manitoba Boat Show in Winnipeg under the auspices of Sydney I. Robinson 
sporting goods Limited 

Terry Yushchyshyn, Chairman of the Virden Scool Board, signed a 
contract for the building of the Junior High School. B.F. Klassen was the con
tractor and Stuart Lindgren was the architect. The budget was $330,000. 

David C. Forster died AprillO, well-known electrician and garage man. 
Member of the Chamber of Commerce, Elks Lodge and Sacred Heart Church, 
one of the founders of the Sports Booster Club. 

Mrs. Mary L. Katchen, former resident of Oakview and Cromer, re
tired to Virden 1947, died April 21. Mrs. Florence M. Bedford, who retired to 
Virden in 1942, also died in April. She was a member of Crocus Lodge and of 
the United Church. Mrs. Nora L. Tapp, widow of James Tapp, died in Virden 
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April 19, former resident of Montgomery district. Wallace Melville Lamont 
died April 9. He was a pharmacist with Higginbotham Drug Store and member 
of L.O. Lodge. Another death in April was that of Edward Charles Anderson, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Anderson, who died in Victoria, British Columbia, 
former Virden Collegiate Institute student. 

Cadet Lieutenant Kelly Archibald left Virden June 20 for Camp 
Borden and after a brief stay there will fly to England to compete in the Bisley 
Shoot. This year he fired 100-7X to win a match donated by Strathcona 
Trust Fund. He is a V.C.I. student, son of Mr. and Mrs. E.G. Archibald of 
Lenore. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Cheavins celebrated their Golden Wedding at an 
"Open House" June 23. Miss Kay Carefoot was in charge of the guest book. A 
dinner was held in the Lower Hall of St. Paul's following the afternoon recep· 
tion. The three members of the family were all home for the occasion. 

St. Paul's celebrated the fortieth anniversary of the establishing of 
United Church of Canada. The Rev. S.A. Wamsley conducted an inspiring 
service of dedication. 

Mrs. Mary Emily Finch, wife of Frank Finch, Sr., died May 24. She 
was a member of the United Church and a lover of flowers. 

Mrs. Annie Jane Duncan, died May 24, resident of Pacific, moved to 
Saskatchewan and later retired to Virden. 

Frederick Charles Gatehouse, horseman, popular at Brandon agricul-.
ture fairs and at The Royal Fair. He lived in Hargrave area, and died in 
Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gallant celebrated their Golden Wedding at a recep· 
tion for relatives and friends in Sacred Heart Parish Hall. The wedding cake was 
decorated by their grandson, Dave Kelly, while Mrs. Dave Kelly had charge of the 
guest book. Their six children were all home for the occasion for the first time 
since 1939 and presented a purse of money to their parents. 

Colleen and Corrinne Bridgett were listed in the 1965 edition of 
"Who's Who in Baton Twirling", a book published in the U.S.A. 

John Baxter died June 6, a long-time residents of Virden and a well
known livery man. He was known far and wide in the horse and buggy days 
and was a member of St. Mary's Church. 

Francis William G. Knox died June 23. He was a breeder of Clydes
dales, horticulturist, town constable and member of the Masonic Lodge and of 
the Presbyterian Church. 

The Legion Ladies had their service marked by 25-year pins and 
badges being presented to several of their members. Among those honored 
were Mesdames E. Salt, A. Janaway, F. Sexsmith, F. Eveleigh, J. Lee, J. 
Demman, F. Campbell, E. Burnett, A. Brown, F.A. Coates and F. McDonald. 
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Seven students of Fort La Bosse were included in the Centennial 
Exchange among thousands of students. They were chosen to visit provinces 
other than their own. The students were: Laura Carefoot, Terry Colli, 
Arthur Gaber of Virden, Ronald Lund of Elkhorn, Gwen McAuley of McAuley, 
and Evelyn Birch of Oak Lake. These students were chosen not only on aca
demic qualifications, but also on those of character and leadership. 

Miss Hilda Clough died August 26 in England. Taught for many years 
at Carnduff. Retired to Virden where she was well known in art and music 
circles. A much-loved person. 

David Coulter died August 13 - 35 years a resident, farmer and 
trucker. 

Robert John Saunders died September 4, a pharmacist at 
Higginbotham's. He was a Kinsmen and a member of the United Church. 

Edmund William Cumpstone died September 1, came from Boissevain, 
businessman, associated with his wife, in The Fashion Shop. 

John Thomas Braybrook died September 30. He was a World War 
veteran and a Forester. He lived at Hargrave and Virden. 

Mail service was transferred from railway service to trucking June 25. 
Rail service began in 1883. This transfer was expected to better the service. 

Dalton Power, as his gift to the town of Virden, on the occasion of his 
30th anniversary of business here, is pictured in the Advance as he points to the 
paved road, past the Creamery, which he built. 

Manitoba's newest welcome sign was officially unveiled by Hon. 
Walter Weir, Minister of Highways and Morris McGregor, MLA of Virden. H. C. 
Odell was M.C. Mayor H.J. Hennan of Elkhorn was also present. The sign is 
located one-half mile east of Manitoba-Saskatchewan boundary, between the 
C.P.R. main line and the Trans-Canada Highway. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lyman Tapp celebrated their Golden Wedding 
and were at home to their relatives and friends November 27 at the home of 
their son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. A.W. Sararas. A family noon 
luncheon was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tapp, Jr. All of the 
immediate families with the exception of one grandson were present on this 
occasion, held on what had been the family home farm. 

The Chimes Tower on St. Paul's Church, built by Duncan Welch 
Construction Company, surmounted by its illuminated 14-foot cross, adds 
beauty to the church, and is visible at a great distance at night. The electrical 
work was done by Sararas Electric Co. 

Dr. O.S. Ross died November 22, an esteemed physician and surgeon 
of Pipestone and Virden for 31 years. Ill health forced him to retire to Burnaby, 
British Columbia. Later he returned to the Medical Centre, Clear Lake, where 
he served for 16 summers. He held high honor in the Masonic Order and the 
Scottish Rite, and was an active member of the United Church. He gave gen
erously of his time and talent to serve wherever and whenever needed. 
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Virden Council in September began planning for Centennial by 
straightening a part of Gopher Creek. A large area was sown to grass and. part 
of the work was accomplished. 

The issue of The Virden Advance for September 29 will be sent to all 
Elkhorn subscribers, since the Elkhorn Mercury has amalgamated with The 
Virden Advance. 

Gil Rodger left Virden in October to take on new duties at Portage 
!a Prairie. He was succeeded by H.M. May as Secretary-Treasurer of Virden and 
Wallace Councils. 

The Bentley Shield awarded annually to the town in Manitoba showing 
the most improvement was won by Virden. The Shield was accepted by 
Deputy Mayor Dr. D.C. Thompson at the 56th Annual Good Roads dinner 
held in Winnipeg. This is the second time Virden has won this award. 

The Virden Town Council met prior to Council, meeting to honor 
former Mayor James Gardner at a supper and presentation. Mayor McNeill 
acted as host and he, with former Mayors D.J. Reid and Cliff Cory, all paid 
tribute to the work done by Mr. Gardner. Between 1913 and 1949 Mr. Gardner 
served as Councillor and Mayor of Virden. He also served on the Hospital 
Board and was a member of the Chamber of Commerce and various other or
ganizations. He was presented with a gold key to the town, and a picture of 
himself to be hung in the Council Chambers in recognition of his outstanding 
service. 

Severe winds this winter gusting to 75 miles per hour destroyed a two
storey addition being built on to The Oilwell View Motel on the Trans·Canada 
Highway. The weather also hampered sales at Virden Auction Mart. 

This year other deaths to be recorded are: 

Victoria Colli who came to Canada from Italy in 1913. He was em
ployed by the C.P.R., member of the Sacred Heart Church. 

Christopher William Miller came to Virden in 1904 and was a capable 
dray man. 

Walter S. Barlett came to Canada in 1904, farmer and butcher for 
Harmsworth Beef Ring for 36 years. 

William L. Dutton came to Virden in 1911. He was a well-known con
tractor, worked in laying double track for C.P.R. and building of highways, very 
active in sports. 

Robert G. Cuthill, farmer at Virden and Fleming, Legion member. 

Mrs. Catherine I.M. Stendall, 1887 pioneer of Virden and area, a 
member of the Anglican Church, a devoted mother and well-loved citizen. 

Mrs. Mabel E. Kalshoven, a nurse of Virden Hospital. 
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Melvin Ross Carefoot, Veteran of World War II, member of the 
Legion, oil worker and trucker. 

Mrs. Lucille Mary Boulanger, former resident of Belleview and 
Scarth before coming to Virden, member of the Sacred Heart. 

Mrs. Annie I. Gardiner, member of the United Church, Rebekah 
Lodge and Women's Institute, a faithful and loved community worker. 

1966 

Mrs. J. Haskett turns on the switch which feeds emergency power to 
the main electrical circuits within the Virden District Hospital. This unit was 
presented by the Hospital Auxiliary. 

February 16, 1966, a by-law was passed for an addition to Virden 
Collegiate by a small majority. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cruickshank were honored by their friends on 
the occasion of their Golden Wedding. They were "At Home" on the farm 
where they continue to reside after retirement. They were married in 
Arawana district February 18, 1916 by Rev. P.E. Scott, minister of Presbyterian 
Church, Virden. 

Virden schools, because of a severe snowstorm that hit southern 
Manitoba and North Western Ontario received a holiday because all schools in 
Manitoba were closed by the Department of Education. Virden was fortunate 
to escape a 70-mile-an-hour wind which struck Winnipeg. 

Virden won the Bob Hood Memorial Trophy. Bantam B. The Henry 
Palmer Trophy was won by Foxwarren Juveniles. 

F.O. Lewis H. Monteith was presented with his wings at the graduation 
ceremonies No. 3 Flying Training School Portage la Prairie. He was later posted 
to Edmonton. 

Virden Town Council budgets for $13,000 deficit in 1966. The Mill 
Rate was up 8.6 mills. 

Mr. and Mrs. E.B. Weldon celebrated, May 5, their Golden Wedding 
anniversary. They were "At Home" to friends and relatives during afternoon and 
evening when 125 guests signed the Guest Book. Mr. Carl Carlson of Emo, who 
was best man at the wedding 50 years before, was present with his wife. 

Myril Webster, May 5, sets a new record at the Marathon Races at 
Notre Dame College, Wilcox, Saskatchewan. Time for the three-mile race was 
16'45". 

The New Manitoba Flag was officially raised May 12. The ceremony 
was held at Mary Montgomery School with 850 pupils present at 3:30p.m., 
time set by the government. 
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May 11, Jack Nield, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Nield, graduated in 
Theology at United College Convocation held in St. Andrew's Church, River 
Heights. Former graduate of V.C.I. He is married and has twins. 

Mr. and Mrs. Weiland Ready were honored on the occasion of their fif
tieth wedding anniversary at dinner at the home of their son, J. MacReady, in 
Boissevain Aprill. Mrs. Ready, Sr. was the former Bijou Caldwell of Virden. 

Benjamin Wright came to Canada from England in 1913. He farmed in 
Harmsworth district 1916-38 and in Blair district to 1957 when he retired to 
Virden. He was a member of Court of Elms, and of Blair School Board and of 
St. Mary's. He died January 8. 

Roy Kenrick, Reston and Virden carpenter, survived by his wife, one 
son and one daughter, died Apirl 6. 

Mrs. Lizzie Ada Boiteau, long-time resident of Virden, member of the 
Anglican Church, died March 4. Her husband Ted predeceased her in 1954. 

R.H. Dennison, employed 12 years by Nield Bros., died in April, a for
mer resident of Newdale and Brandon. 

Mrs. Emma Nichol died March 23, a pioneer of Montgomery district. 
Retired to Virden 1964, active in the United Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. E.W. Down celebrated their fifty-fifth wedding anniver
sary at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Stendal! at Estevan, Saskatchewan, 
on May 2. 

MacLeods new store was opened in May. 

Mel Keown died May 9 as the result of a motor accident on the Trans-
Canada. 

Mrs. Eleana Duffield, former member of Victor District retired to 
Virden, member of the United Church, died May 28. 

John Judd, died June 3, farmer of Montgomery and Scarth dis
tricts, retired to Virden, veteran. 

March 23, Canon Murray Ames, son of Mr. and Mrs. M.R. Ames of 
Virden, has been appointed Archdeacon of Brandon. The appointment was 
made by the Bishop, The Right Reverend LA. Norris. 

April27 shows pictures of four Canadian Weekly Newspaper men at 
a U.N.E.S.C.O. session in Paris. Among them is our editor, J.R. McLachlan 
and G. McKay of Moosomin. 

Bev Conroy died at Neepawa June 7, a veteran, buried with military 
honors, employed in National Defence. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ritchie celebrated their Golden Wedding Anni
versary, December 6, at their home in Woodnorth, Manitoba. They were mar-
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ried in St. Mary's Anglican Church by Reverend W.H. Robertson. A family din· 
ner was held at the home of Mrs. Ritchie's brother-in-law and sister, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Stendal!, at which 19 were present. 

The cream shippers of Virden Creamery held a surprise party to honor 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Mills at their home in Virden December 13 on the retirement of 
Mr. Mills. He had served his route since 1939. Mr. Jones of Cromer and Mr. 
Chambers of Ryerson paid tribute to the faithful service of Mr. Mills to employ
er and producer regardless of weather. He was presented with a purse of money 
and a desk set inscribed with his name and years of service. Mrs. Mills received 
a beautiful flowering plant. 

Mrs. W.A. Hunter, nee Ella Whiteford, died at Port Arthur, Ontario, 
September 15, member of the Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. C.L. Strachan died July 6 in London, Ontario, formerly of 
Hamiota and Virden. Veteran interested in community and affairs. 

Miss Bertha Sanford died June 29, well-known teacher in Virden and 
Brandon, served in the navy in World War II, member of the United Church. 

Mr. C.P.M. Francis died July 15 in Virden Hospital, served in the Boer 
War and World War I, well-known breeder of Aberdeen Angus cattle on his 
2 Bar Ranch at Routledge, active in all agricultural activities. 

Mrs. Martha M. Stewart died October 4, a well-known resident of 
Montgomery district, retired to Virden 1946, widow of Alex V. Stewart. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Stephenson died September 10, former resident of 
Pacific, retired to Virden 1946, widow of Ralph Stephenson. 

Virden Collegiate Cadet Corps won the Strathcona Trust Cup for 
small bore rifle shooting, an annual award. 

The new offices in the Brown Block were opened this year. 

Lyman Tapp resigned from Wallace Council for health reasons. 
Thomas Kerr was elected by acclamation April 26. 

Arthur G. Robinson died August 27, a veteran of two World Wars, 
Legion member, well-known Virden nursery man, resident of The Sherwood. 

Ron D. Fergusson died October 4, veteran of World War II, Legion 
member, well-known painter and contractor. 

Virden Junior High School was officially opened in January. 

Dr. and Mrs. D.C. Thompson were honored at a farewell gathering at 
the Elks Hall on the eve of their departure for Winnipeg. He has taken a keen 
interest in civic affairs and has served on the Virden Town Council for eight 
years. Ken Horn presented Dr. D.C. Thompson with a scroll and purse of mon
ey. Mrs. Ted Bedford presented Mrs. Thompson with a cut glass bowl, a chair 
and a corsage. A tribute was paid to Dr. Thompson's contribution to the 
community. 
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A native of Virden, Dr. Carl Winkler, O.B.E., M.Sc., Ph.D., F.C.I.C., 
and F.R.S.C., received the Honorary Degree, May 26, of Doctor of Science. 
He is a distinguished scientist at McGill University and has received world recog
nition in the nuclear field of Science. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kerr celebrated their sixty-fifth anniversary of 
their marriage June 7. The proposed celebration of this event at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. W.D. McLaren had to be postponed indefinitely because of Mrs. 
Kerr's accident at The Sherwood. 

The same year August 14 Mr. Charles Kerr celebrated his 90th birth
day at the home of Mr. and Mrs. W.D. Laren. Mrs. Kerr was still in the 
hospital. 

Virden Collegiate student, Lynn Russell of Lenore, was chosen to go to 
New York, July 3 to United Nations Youth Pilgrimage. 

Plans were drawn in early July for the erection of a G.R. Carscadden 
Funeral Chapel. The contract was awarded to Penner Lumber Company, Kola. 
After assisting her husband in the business, Mrs. Carscadden continues to carry 
on the business with the assistance of her son, Peter, and her brother, Gerry Gatey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Taylor on July 23 celebrated their Golden Wedding. 
They were married in Woodstock, Ontario, and came west in 1917. They en
tered the lumber business in Kincorth and Eston, Saskatchewan, and at Da:.;phin, 
Manitoba. They established the Taylor Lumber in 1923. Many events were 
held in their honor, including a turkey dinner for 60 guests served by Mrs. 
Taylor's church unit. 

Residents of Virden were pleased to note that Rev. and Mrs. L.V. 
Gedge are now resident in Edmonton, having returned to Canada from New 
Zealand. Rev. Gedge was rector of St. Mary's from 1960-63. 

McDougall's Silhouette Shop, an extension of the present clothing 
store, was opened. 

Ed Wardle, one of the International Flying Farmers, attended the 21st 
Annual National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. He was one of some 
1,400 farmers and their families who attended in 500 planes. 

Gunner W.R. (Bob) Whiteford, 13th Field Battery, received the trophy 
(best individual effort). He won four times in running events in the summer 
training courses at Shilo. 

Charlotte and Charley Ismorid of Shaunavon, Saskatchewan, made 
Virden a stop with their wagon train. They were averaging 20 miles a· day at a 
cost of $40 per day enroute to Expo 67 in Montreal. 

C.S. Coleman, Deputy Mayor, added another car to his classic car col
lection. The newest addition is a 1938 Cadilfuc purchased in Chicago. Mr. . 
Coleman drove it back, travelling at 50-60 miles an hour, averaging 14 miles 
per gallon of gas. Formerly owned by a night club operator, this car was a 16-
cylinder and had many unusual features. It is now one of a $30,000 car col· 
lection Mr. Coleman is proud to own. 
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The Legion Hall on Wellington Street, pictured in the August 31 edi
tion of the Advance, is being moved by C. Chacun. This is a historic landmark. 
The old "Opera House", Machine Shed and Legion Dance Hall were moved to 
John Clarke's property west of Virden. 

The two elevators recently moved to new locations on the C.P.R. were 
the United Grain Growers and the Manitoba Pool Elevators. The former was 
moved from the C.N.R. in Virden. The other was moved in from Maples siding 
on the CNR between Virden and Scarth. 

Murray Ross Milne, formerly of V.C.I., recently graduated with R.C.M.P. 
in Regina and has been posted in Saskatchewan. Constable Milne's parents are 
Mr. and Mrs. C.D. Milne of Hargrave. 

Virden Band was invited to take part in Expo 67. The Band members 
are practising hard and to date, $1,500 has been collected for the trip to 
Montreal. $5,000 will be needed. 

Mrs. Theresa Elliott (nee Leverington), a former Virden lady, born 
and educated here, and who was in business here in Foodland, is now promi
net in banking circles in California. Besides her banking interests, Mrs. Elliott 
is interested in community welfare, Mental Health Association and the 
Soroptimist Club. Virden is proud of the accomplishments of this lady with so 
many achievements to her credit. 

Mary Lynne Whiteford is taking a six-weeks' course in further radar 
plotting, sonar and oceanography at Key West, Florida. She will be posted to 
Shelbourne, Nova Scotia, at the conclusion of this course. 

Colleen Bridgett, Linda Harris, Deborah Anderson and Jacqueline 
Anderson recently won individual awards in a national twirling contest in 
Winnipeg. They also competed in The Peace Garden Contest. Miss Bridgett, 
a qualified instructress in twirling, was awarded the title and trophy of Miss 
Majorette of the Peace Garden. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carman Whiteford celebrated their 50th wedding anni
versary quietly at home, Tuesday, October 18. They were married at the 
home of the bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Strang, at Baldur, October 18, 
1916. They farmed in the Montgomery district 39 years, until moving to 
Virden in 1955. 

D.C.M. Elliott presented President W. Welgan of Virden Area Fish. 
and Game Association and Secretary E. Hoffman with Labatt's record mem
bership award achievement earned in 1965-66. The award was presented at a 
.banquet in the Elks Hall. 

Miss June Kool, a V.C.I. graduate and a graduate of Manitoba 
University in interior design, was the adviser to a chain of department stores 
in Calgary. She was later accepted by C.P.A. airlines as stewardess on the 
Klondike route. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. Kool, Virden. She 
made the "Kool" route north a popular adventurous experience. 

Virden has two memorials to the fallen in World Wars I and II and 
in the Korean conflict, the cenotaph in Victoria Park and the Cross of Sacri-
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fice in Virden Cemetery. Virden remembers her heroes each year in a service 
held in the Auditorium on November 11, Remembrance Day. 

The Meritorious Service Medal was this year presented by Bishop J.O. 
Anderson to Percy Green. This is the highest award in the service of the 
Legion. Comrade Green, an original charter member of Virden Legion Branch, 
has served continuously. He served on the sick and visiting committees, and 
gave much of his time and talents to further the work of the Legion. He was 
known as a man of worth in his church and community as well as in the Legion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Welgan and their sons Ricky and Randy are known as 
Virden's fishing family. They have many awards to merit the title, having 
caught prize-winning fish in Lake Dauphin and Clear Lake. 

General Manager R.C. Bailey and President A.T. Chapman represent
ing West-Man Regional Development were here to discuss Virden Community 
Development with Mayor H.J. McNeill and President of the Association, Roy 
Brown. They were guests of Virden Chamber of Commerce. Business men 
and other officials from Virden and surrounding distrcits enjoyed a Dutch treat 
banquet with the West-Man visit in C.W.L. Parish Hall. 

Alvin George Cook died November 4, resident of Cromer and Virden, 
repairman at Cook's Electric. 

Fred Bridgett received the Marshall Wells twenty-year service award. 
The franchise was received in l 946. 

Frank Coach died October 19; C.P.R. operator at Virden, Elkhorn 
and Reston. 

Josephat Jopko died November 8, homesteaded 18 miles from Virden 
in 1899. He retired to Virden in 1956. He was well known for his music and 
folk songs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leach celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anni
versary, December 19, when an afternoon and evening reception was held at 
the home of their son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Jackson. A 
dinner was also held in Trinity United Church, Elkhorn. They were presented 
with a tray of 60 silver dollars by their family and friends. They now reside in 
The Sherwood. 

Three deaths occured in December: Frank H. Simpson, Hargrave, 
farmer, December 6. He had retired to Virden. December 14, Edythe Margaret 
Cole, born in Elkhorn, farmed at Two Creeks, later retiring to Virden. On the 
same date, Mrs. Olive Germaine Millar, died, former resident of Belleview and 
Pipestone before coming to Virden, widow of Newburn Millar. 

1967 

The new Red and White Foodmaster was opened in January. H.J. 
McNeill was present to cut the ribbon and extend congratulatims to Mr. C. 
Curll, the manager. Roy Brown, President of Virden and District Development 
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Corporation, also brought greetings. Burns Chisholm was M.C. and, as Vice
Chairman of The Chamber of Commerce, offered congratulations to Colmac 
Development Ltd. 

The new G.R. Carscadden Funeral Chapel was dedicated January 17. 
This is a most attractive building erected to the memroy of G. Roy Carscadden 
who continued this service begun by his uncle T.A. Carscadden. After assisting 
her husband, Mrs. Helen Carscadden continues to carry on the business with 
the assistance of her son, Peter, and her brother, Gerry Gatey, and a sympa
thetic staff. The Chapel seats one hundred and sixty people and is a beautiful 
sanctuary, which fills a much-needed service in our town. Mr. Harrison, an old l 
resident of Virden, donated a Bible to be used on the pulpit in the Chapel. 

A great lady passes away the last week in January at Powell River, 
British Columbia. Mrs. Clingan was in her 93rd year and died at the home of 
her only daughter, Mrs. Campbell Hobson. She had played a prominent part in 
the cultural and political life of this community. She is best known to the pres
ent generation as the author of "The Virden Story", written for the 75th anni
versary of our town. Mrs. Clingan's influence for good goes back to the early 
days when she taught school in Virden. After her marriage to Dr. Clingan, she 
continued to wield an influence in medical and political circles, as she was a 
staunch Liberal and did much to interest women in politics. She organized 
and was President of the Liberal Women's Study Club. She was a member and 
active in the Virden Dramatic Society. Mrs. Clingan will always be remembered 
for her dignity, graciousness, keen intellect and profound interest in the history 
of this community. 

The Virden Youth Coffee House was officially opened in January. Dr. 
Yates, Chairman of the Board of Governors, introduced Mrs. Helen Carscadden 
who presented the key to the building to Miss Penny Johnston, President of the 
Governing Council. Fiona Yates thanked Mrs. Carscadden on behalf of the 
young people for her help and concern in providing the building to be known 
as "The Outer Limits". 

William L. Pigg, a Pipestone farmer, died January l, hotel worker, re
tired to Virden. 

George Rothnie died January 2 in his 84th year, life-time resident and 
partner of Scales and Rothnie, later Rothnie and Reid. 

Hugh Ross, resident in Virden 42 years, died January 20, aged 103 
years. 

James R. Gardner died January 2, Harmsworth and Woodnorth farmer, 
retired to Virden. Another death occurred January 17, that of Alexander 
Norrie, farmer and partner with H. Bolam in Esso Service. 

Mrs. De Witt Wallace, a former Virdenite, is Co-Chairman of Reader's 
Digest. Recently that company offered $1,000,000 to the National Metropoli
tan Opera Company of New York. Mrs. Wallace was born Lily Bell Acheson 
on Christmas Day, near Virden. ' 

D.J. Reid, former Mayor of Virden, was elected an honorary life mem-
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ber of Manitoba Real Estate Association, February 6. This was a first award 
for outstanding service. 

Don Wedow's Music Centre was opened February 18. 

Mrs. Irene A. Veldhouse died suddenly February 2. She was active in 
Wallace W.A., an active gardener, and one loved by all who knew her. 

Virden Legion Hall was officially opened late in February. 

Mr. and Mrs. Syd Bush celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
March 3. A reception was held in their honor at the home of Mr. and Mrs .. 
Dave Holstein. They have lived here since 1909. They were presented with a 
gold key to the town, a pin bearing Manitoba Coat of Arms, and also a 
Centennial Pin. 

Edward Carscadden died March 7 at the age of 97 years, farmer of 
early days, storekeeper at Lenore, retired to Virden, also an insurance agent. 

Terry McLean, local artist, is pictured in The Advance working on a 
painting, in Grant's I.G.A. Foodliner. Also pictured is one of Terry's many 
paintings which was recently sold to Hon. George Hutton, Minister of 
Agriculture. 

St. Paul's U.C.W. staged a wonderful Centennial Tea in old-fashioned 
decor Aprill9. Aunt Jennie's Parlor was a delightful place, furnished in 1867 
style. The bedroom was complete with a brass bedstead, an old dresser and 
washstand with its toilet set. There was also a 130-year-old copper bed-warming 
pan. Authentic costumes added greatly to the interest and enjoyment of the 
event. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Eilers celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniver
sary April 24. The day before, a dinner was held at the home of their son and 
daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Florian Eilers. All their family were present. 

Virden was digging itself out of an eight-inch snowfall April 21. The 
snow was piled high by very strong winds making an old-time blizzard late in 
the season. 

Wren Mary Lynne Whiteford of Virden was elected HMCS Shelbourne 
Centennial Queen. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D.S. Whiteford, 
Virden. 

John Galbraith Grieve died in April, farmer from Arawana. He served 
as trustee and with Pool Elevator, Cromer, a member of Legion, Virden Credit 
Union, Virden Co-op and St. Paul's Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Smolinski celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary May 7. A family dinner was held for firends and relatives in St. 
Mary's Parish Hall. During the afternoon more than 150 people gathered at 
their home to extend best wishes. Mayor H.J. McNeill was present and gave 
them a key to the town. 

Virden Television Ltd. was officially opened in May. Dave Reid, who 
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had cut the ribbon to open Virden's original store in 1954, officiated again to 
open the new building. Mr. Reid praised Ray Bonner, Arnold and Keith Walker 
for their contribution to Virden's business community. 

Canada's Centennial Hymn, written by Rev. Ken Moyer, a former 
minister of St. Paul's, was selected from 49 other entries. 

Brian Penny, former V.C.I. student, graduated from Briercrest Bible 
Institute in 1961. He received his degree in Arts from Bethel College, Minnesota. 
He later graduated in Theology from Knox College, Toronto. Brian and his 
wife have applied for an overseas appointment in Nigeria under the General 
Board of Missions of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kerr of The Sherwood celebrated their 66th 
wedding anniversary Juhe 7. "Open House" was arranged from them at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. W.D. McLaren, a grand couple, whom friends were 
pleased to honor. 

A walkathoh was held by the Y.P.S. from St. Paul's and St. Mary's 
Churches, known as the I.H.S. This was a novel scheme fot fund-raising to 
support their Coffee House. Forty dollars was realized. Thirty-five began the 
walk while·20 finished. John Martin and Lloyd Taylor were first to arrive. 

John Schapansky died June 20, resident here for 14 years. He was 
taxi driver and member of the Pentecostal Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Gallant took over McDougall's Clothing Store. 

In a prize-winning Centennial Essay Contest sponsored by Virden 
Library for Library Week, the winners were Charlotte Yates, Randy Smith and 
Linda Plewes. 

The Caravan for Centennial visited Virden June 21 and 22, when 
6,800 people saw the display. President of Virden Chamber of Commerce and 
director Norm Hemsted were the first to enter. Also present were C.S .. 
Coleman, deputy Mayor and boug Watt, MLA. 

Miss Janet Reid was honored on her retirement from Virden 
Elementary School System, at a party held at Virden Junior High School. 
The Auditorium was beautifully decorated and in this setting, Miss Reid, an ex
cellent teacher, was presented with a bouquet of roses and a gift of luggage. 

Thirty-two V.C.I. students visited Expo in July. They were chaperoned 
by Dave Simpkins of Oak Lake and the Misses Jessie Strong and Pat Gerelus. 

. Miss Effie Pollock who grew up here and has been teaching at 
I.Jeydfn~~ was honored with the award of the Centennial Medal in recog_ni
ti.ofi of ~ite service to the nation. Miss Pollock was not the first in her fam-

. ily to . suCh an award. Duiirtg the First Wor1d W~, her :mother received a 
Bel~ati I for h& Mfotts in supporting a Belgian orphan. The project was 
financea by the families who attended Pacific Sunday School of which Mrs. 
Pollock was superintendant. 

Mrs. Annii! Russell died July 22. She was the wife of Alfred Russell. 
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They retired to live near Virden in 1948. 

Garnet D. Millar died July 26. Branch Manager of Roger's Fruit 
Co., Kenora, Fort Frances and Winnipeg, Bandmaster at Fort Frances, and in 
Lake Superior Band World War II. Member of IOOF Lodge and of the Lutheran 
Church. 

Evelyne M. Hall, nurse's aide at Virden Hospital, died July 31, polio 
victim of 1953. She took part in as many activities as she was able. She was 
much loved and admired for her cheerfulness. 

Terry McLean painted a large Manitoba Wildlife Mural 46' x 5' entitled 
"Manitoba Wild Life 1867-1967". This huge colorful painting was commis
sioned by Ray Du Bois, President of Towne Pontiac, Buick, Cadillac Limited, for 
his firm. The picture was unveiled September 19 by Mrs. Thelma Forbes, minis
ter of Municipal Affairs. It depicted the topography of Manitoba, particularly 
that of the Carberry Hills, Red River Valley and the White shelL Some of the 
animals and birds included in the painting are either extinct or rare. There is 
a possibility that later this picture may be presented to the Manitoba Govern
ment to be hung in the Manitoba Art Centre in Winnipeg. 

James Arthur Potter died August 15, farmer at Cromer, retired to 
Virden in 1960 where he was custodian at V.C.I. 

William Francis Kinnaird died August 19, a farmer at Hargrave, mem
ber of COF Lodge, and of Hargrave Pool Elevator and Hargrave United Church. 

Mrs. Susan Sloan died August 20 at the age of 93 years. She came to 
Virden in 1905. 

Mrs. Mabel L. Cheavins (nee Haw) died August 23, a very active church 
worker in the Methodist and later in St. Paul's Church. She served in the choir, 
Sunday School, Mission Band and UCW. Keenly interested in Missions. 

Frederick Bertram Parsons died August 25, farmer from Saskatchewan, 
retired here in 1963. 

Charles Hitchens of Brandon, after 45 years of service, retired as C.P.R. 
conductor. Always interested in sports he played 1929-30 with the Brandon 
Greys and with Dokey Tigers. He married Janet Mary Palmer of Virden. A 
family dinner was held in his honor September 23 when many called to extend 
best wishes. 

Earle Megaffin died September 8, farmed at Butler, veteran of World 
War I. Manager of Imperial Oil Ltd., President of Virden Curling Club, and a 
life member of Lebanon Lodge. 

John Stenson (Cy) Pritchard died September 13. Born in Virden, 
Manitoba. Highway District Supervisor for 30 years. In World War II joined 
the Navy, member of the Legion. 

Mrs. Mary Ann Quinn, born in England, farmed in Breadalbane, came to 
Virden 1943, died September 6. 
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Benny Bowering died September 23 as the result of an oil rig acci
dent, an esteemed resident here for nine years. Active in sports, youth work, 
member of St. Paul's Church, Virden Lions Club and the Arena Board. 

Fred Sanford was guest of honor August 13 at the Oak Lake summer 
home of Mr. and Mrs. J.F. Higginbotham on the occasion of his 50th year on the 
staff of Higginbotham's Drug Store. He began his career in 1917 as delivery boy 
for the store. He vividly recalls the part the Drug Store played during the flu 
epidemic of 1918-1919. His first employer was the late A.E. Higginbotham. 
Since 1946 he has been employed by John F. Higginbotham. Mr. Higginbotham 
presented Mr. Sanford with an engraved gold wrist watch and a purse of money. 
He also paid tribute to Mr. Sanford's loyalty and interested service through 
this half century. Mrs. Sanford received a corsage from Mrs. Higginbotham. 
The Sanfords' only daughter was also present for the occasion. J.H. Moffat, 
on behalf of the staff, presented Mr. Sanford with a Centennial desk set suitably 
engraved. Mrs. R.P. McDole, at the same event, was presented with a silver en
tree dish in appreciation of her 16 years on the staff. A buffet supper was 
served to 20 members of the staff. 

R.C.M.P. Constable R.D. Forster successfully completed recruit train
ing at Mynarski Park, Alberta, on October 10. He is a former student of V.C.L 
and the son of Mrs. L.M. Forster. He has been posted for duty in Saskatchewan. 

Three former teachers of Virden Collegiate, Miss H. E. Bridgett, Miss 
Edith Moody and Miss Isabella Dryden were honored when many friends gath
ered in the Collegiate September 10 for a reunion and to pay tribute to these 
three teachers, who left the local staff at the end of June. Approximately 450 
persons attended. Don Sumner, a former V.C.I. student and now Principal of 
Linden Lanes School, Brandon, was M.C. The other platform guests were 
Archdeacon Murray Ames of Brandon, Jack Cook, these two both graduates 
of V.C.I., Professor B. Thordarson, former Principal of V.C.I., and Howard 
Loewen, Manitoba Teachers' Society, Mayor J.H. McNeill, J.B. McSorley, 
chairman, and Larry Wood, President of Student Council. Miss Bridgett and 
Miss Moody, who are retiring from teaching, were presented with silver tea 
services and suitably engraved silver trays. Miss Dryden, who has accepted a 
position with the Department of Education in Winnipeg, was presented with a 
silver candelabra and an engraved tray. Each one also received a book inscribed 
with the names of her pupils through the years. These books were beautifully 
decorated by Mrs. Josie McGilL Lynne Russell made the presentation to Miss 
Bridgett, Irene Grose to Miss Moody, Keith Angus to Miss Dryden. The gifts 
were wrapped in the school colors purple and gold and inscribed with the ini
tials of the recipient. Each teacher received a bouquet of red roses. 

The new Shell Service Station and Restaurant was officially opened 
this year by Reeve Odell, assisted by Emil Hoffman, Proprietor. W.T. Manser 
and Morris McGregor, MLA, and contractor R. Smith presented keys to Mr. 
Hoffman and Jake Blatz, restaurant manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Hooper were honored on the evening of September 
29, when many friends and relatives and fellow railroaders gathered in The Elks 
Hall, on the occasion of Mr. Hooper's retirement from the C.P.R. after 49 years' 
service. The presentation of many gifts testified to the esteem in which Mr. 
Hooper is held at the many points where he had served. His wife is the former 
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Alice Metcalf of Virden, C.R. Metcalf, Mr. Hooper's brother-in-law, was MC for 
the occasion. 

Harold Leslie Heaman was accidentally killed October 19 on the Trans
Canada. He was a Hargrave farmer who served in World War II. He was 
President of Virden Legion Branch No. 8, a school trustee, member of COF 
Lodge, and interested in sports. 

Frederick Henry Studer died October 22, came from Eastend, 
Saskatchewan, farmed in Pacific district, where he served as trustee and secre
tary-treasurer. 

Thomas Peter Gerrier was killed in a train accident November 4. Born 
in Prince Edward Island, CNR employee in Saskatchewan, farmer at Routledge, 
retired to Virden in 1945, resident at The Sherwood 1965. Active in Virden 
Curling Club and lawn bowling. 

Walter Braybrook died November 7. He came to Canada 1903, 
farmed in Virden area until he retired to Virden. Veteran of World War I 
Legion member and member of Cemetery Improvement Board. 

John Gordon Wood died November 14, farmed at Lenore, served on 
Woodworth Council and Errol School Board, before coming to Virden 1952. 

Mr. and Mrs. W.D. McLaren celebrated their fiftieth anniversary 
November 7. Open house was held at their home when some 300 relatives 
and friends called during the afternoon and evening. Many gifts testified to 
their popularity. On November 4 they were honored at a family dinner in St. 
Paul's Lower Hall. H.C. Odell was M.C. Mrs. Margaret Glass, sister of the bride 
and former bridesmaid, was present. Mr. William Montgomery of Elkhorn, life
long friend, proposed the toast to the bride. Forty-eight relatives and close 
friends attended the dinner. They farmed in Montgomery S.D. until their retire
ment in Virden in 1946. They have been very active in many organizations in 
town and district. 

Mr. and Mrs. Percy J. Tapp were at home to friends and relatives 
December 29 on the occasion of their Golden Wedding Anniversary. Mr. and 
Mrs. Solomon (Lorraine) and Mr. and Mrs. Williamson (Lorna), their daughters, 
honored their parents at a buffet dinner at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Reg 
Braybrook. Eighty guests were present from many points in the west. They 
were married by the Rev. D.B. Kennedy at Elkhorn. They farmed successfully 
in Montgomery district till their retirement to Virden in 1958. 

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Bennett, on the occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary, were honored at a party in the club room of the Royal Canadian 
Legion December 28. Tea was served by members of the Ladies' Auxiliary to 
which she belonged. Eighty-five signed the guest book. They came to Virden 
in 1919 from Scotland and have lived in Virden since that date. Both are ac
tive in Legion work. 

Reeve H. C. Odell and Councillors W.T. Manser and H.J. Wood were 
honored at a banquet and dance on the occasion of their retirement from serv
ice to the rural Municipality of Wallace. Mr. Odell had served on the council 
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for 35 years, 24 years as reeve. Mr. Manser had served as councillor for 10 
years and Mr. Wood for 46 years. Later at the social they were each presented 
with medals, while Mr. Odell was given a plaque in recognition of his services. 

Mrs. Mary Zylich died December 5, a respected resident here for 33 
years. 

Mary Fitzpatrick (Mrs. Frank Atkinson) died in Paris, Ontario, 
December 23, only daughter of Mrs. T.T. Fitzpatrick. 

Sydney George Lawn died December 30. He was a Crandall farmer 
and retired to Virden in 1959. 

Reeve and Mrs. H.S. Hyndman formerly of Crandall, had a surprise on 
December 16 when the Councillors of Miniota Municipality with their wives 
came to honor this couple. Mr. Hyndman retires as reeve of the above munici
pality at the end of the year, completing 22 years of sevice. They were pre
sented with a colonial style swivel chair. 

1968 

Nield Bros. opened their new premises January 15. Mr. W.K. Wilton 
cut the ribbon to open Virden's largest commercial building. Andy Nield re
ceived the keys from contractor Bob Smith of R.N. Smith Consruction Com
pany, Virden. The crowd present for this event was estimated to be 1,000 
people. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Chacun are pictured in January 17, issue of The 
Virden Adance, receiving a gold key to the town from Mayor H.J. McNeill on 
the Sixtieth Anniversary of their marriage. 

Tartan Hall, the new addition to the Alexandra Hotel, was officially 
opened this month when the ribbon was cut by George Huntson. Others pres
ent were Mayor H.J. McNeill, Proprietor D.C.M. Elliot and M.J. Edgar Reeve 
of Wallace Municipality. 

Bijou Isabel (Caldwell) Ready died January l, an esteemed resident 
here for 45 years, member of the Presbyterian Church. Herbert Orson Hand 
died January 4. He farmed in Montgomery district until his retirement to 
Virden 1945. A member of IOOF for over 50 years, Trustee of Montgomery 
School. He raised Aberdeen Angus cattle. John McGregor died January 6, 
soloist here, a bowler, brother to Mrs. Dryden Cook. Mrs. Beatrice May Neal 
died January 12, in Prince George, British Columbia. Lived here from 1913 to 
1955. Mrs. Marie Louise Plaisier died January 12, came from Sandhurst 
School District to Virden 1945, a member of Sacred Heart Church, and inter
ested in the community. Arthur Herbert Williams died January 28. He was a 
farmer of Spinrgvale, retired to The Sherwood. Mrs. Dorothy I. Laidman, for
merly of Birtle and Virden, died in Brandon, January 31. Mrs. T. Morris is a 
niece. 

J. Cliff Cory received the Centennial Medal in recognition of valuable 
service to the nation. He served as councillor from 1955-56 and as Mayor of 
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Virden 1958-61. He also received the good citizens award, "The Golden Boy", 
1966. 

Rev. S.A. Walmsley notified the Official Board of St. Paul's of his inten
tion of accepting a call to be chaplain of the Manitoba School for Retarded 
Children and Adults at Portage la Prairie. He completes nine years as minister 
of Virden Pastoral Charge. His new ministry will be a first for Canada. 

At the conclusion of Virden Legion Bonspiel, Mrs. Harold Heaman 
presented the J.W. Cockbill rink with the Harold Heaman Memorial Trophy. 

Mr. and Mrs. T.P. Townson celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary 
in February at an "Open House" at the home of their son-in-law and daughter, 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Snelson. They came from England and have lived at Virden 
Elkhorn and Routledge where Mr. Townson was Postmaster and farmed for 23 
years, retiring to Virden. 

Earl Stoner Ellsworth died February 1, born at Pipestone. He served 
in two World Wars, accountant with G.M. Horne for sixteen years before retire
ment, member of St. Paul's and Virden Legion. Gordon Lome Wilson died 
February 17, resident of Hillview-Reston. His farm home grounds won many 
trophies and was a focus for Virden horticulturists. 

Rev. S.A. Walmsley at the first convocation of Winnipeg University 
received his Bachelor of Theology Degree. His thesis was on "Mental 
Retardation". 

Miss Myrtle Lane, Principal of Mary Montgomery School, received the 
Centennial Medal in recognition of valuable service to the nation. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry L. McMillan celebrated their fiftieth wedding an
niversary June 8. The family dinner was held in their honor at the home of 
their son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Hilton Ashton. They were presented 
with a money tree. They came to Virden 1929 where Mr. McMillan opened the 
C.P.R. Repeater Office. He retired in 1956 after 47 years of service with the 
C.P.R. Their family of three sons and three daughters were present for this hap
PY occasion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Cook celebrated their Golden Wedding March 
30 during the afternoon. Rev. I.L. Jackson, on behalf of the session of St. 
Andrew's, presented them with a Bible. That evening a dinner was held for rela
tives and close friends in St. Andrew's Lower Hall. Their three sons were pre
sent for the occasion. Mr. Cook served with the Manitoba Highways Branch 
from 1918 to 1962 when he retired. 

Alexander Sutherland Stuart died March 2. Came to Lenore in 1907 
and retired to Virden 1953. Known for his purebred cattle and Clydesdale 
horses. Maurice Rowland Ames died March 6, an esteemed resident since 1911, 
veteran of two world wars, received Military Medal and bar 1917. Active in 
Virden Legion, in sports, community affairs and in St. Mary's Church. He was 
a long time member and chief of Virden Fire Brigade. He worked on the Staff 
of Empire Advance, an expert intertype operator. 
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John William Hooker died March 16, Saskatchewan farmer, retired to 
Virden 1957. Charles White Kerr died March 25 in 1-Js 92nd year, farmed in 
Pacific district and retired here in 1944. Member of Wallace Council, of Pacific 
School Board, Virden Agricultural Society, the Masonic Lodge and Scottish 
Rite, Brandon, and C.O.F. Lodge, President of Virden St. Andrew's Society and 
interested in curling. 

Mrs. Frances (Stevenson) Bradshaw died March 30 in Toronto. She 
was the daughter of Dr. Stevenson, old-time physician here. 

Miss Penny Taylor was among four Gold Medalists at the first Convoca
tion of Brandon University. 

Ken Hughes, Manager of the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce, 
retired June 30. 

This year marked the opening of the new Legion Cocktail Lounge. 

Cadet W.O. Bent Laursen was chosen for Cadet exchange. He will 
spend four weeks training in Jamaica. He was chosen because of his high stand
ing in the Master Cadet Test, winning second highest standing among 25 Cadets 
who wrote the tests in Manitoba. 

Former Virdenite Ford Gardiner of Vancouver, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herb Gardiner, was awarded No. 1 All Star in Vancouver Men's Senior "B" 
Fastball League, with a batting average of 469. 

The CUSO marchers who started from Virden Collegiate and finished 
20 miles later at Cherry Point collected pledges for $2,700. Pat Larkin, who 
was first to finish, made the hike in five hours, walking for $2.28 a mile, 
Mrs. E.C. Osmond, believed to be the oldest person walking, completed 15 
miles. Mary Margaret Pilling, five years old, the youngest, finished 2Yz miles. 
Mrs. Pilling completed the route, walking for $6 per mile, the largest sum paid 
per mile. Miss Carol Ann Smirl was the Canadian University student being 
sponsored who also marched. Miss Smirl is now at work in Zambia. 

Miss Myrtle A. lane, after 43 years of teaching, was honored by her 
past and present pupils, friends and relatives who gathered at Virden Colle
giate Auditorium at the close of the sci'ool term. 

Principal Fred Cole escorted Miss Lane to the platform. Following 
two chourses conducted by Mrs. I. Keown, Mayor McNeill spoke in apprecia
tion of Miss Lane's work. He in turn was followed by Mr. Terry Yushchyshyn, 
chairman of Virden consolidated School Board, who presented Miss Lane with 
a proclamation, setting up an annual bursary for $150 in her name to be made 
available to a Grade XII student continuing further study to become qualified 
in the teaching profession or a related field of humanitarian service. The bur
sary to be granted solely on the basis of financial need and moral character. 

Others who paid tribute to Miss Lane were Morris McGregor, MLA, 
Howard Loewen, Manitoba Teachers' Society, Inspector C.D. Bollman, repre
senting Manitoba Minister of Education, Hon. Walter G. Dinsdale, who pre
sented Miss Lane with a Maple Leaf Medal, for her "outstanding contribution", 

Virden Review 1958- 1970 171 



and Rev. S.A. Walmsley, who spoke on behalf of the community. 

Miss Helen Bridgett read letters and telegrams from former pupils 
from many parts of the world, including a very appreciative letter from Grant 
McDonald, an accident victim of a few years ago. Reg Bell of Pipestone pre
sented Miss Lane with a bouquet of flowers. Mrs. Doug Gray, one of Miss 
Lane's pupils in her first class at Cromer, made the presentation on behalf of 
pupils, past and present, and citizens of the community. The gift was a stereo 
set with cabinet and satellite speaker. Miss Lane, in her reply, recalled her 
days of teaching which began in Cromer in 1925. She came to Virden to teach 
in 1928. 

David Binney Smith died April 6 at White Rock. Mrs. Lem McLean of 
Hargrave and Mrs. George Shoemaker of Brandon are daughters. Alick Thomas 
Janaway died April10, born in Glen Lorne district, member of Virden 
Agricultural Society. 

Frederick H.M. Carefoot died April 20, lived at McAuley, retired to 
Virden, father of Miss K. Carefoot. 

William James Heaman died April 22, Hargrave farmer, retired to 
Virden 1957. 

Dorothy Marguerite Carefoot died April 29, lived at Hargrave, Newdale 
and Virden active in church and community work. 

The Countryside Inn Motel was officially opened, another new and 
comfortable place for Virden's guests. Premier Walter Weir cut the ribbon and 
presented the license to the owners, Bob Cornell and Bob Smith. MLA's 
McGregor and Doug Watt brought greetings. This is a 26-unit motel in English 
Colonial Style. 

The former home of the Harvey Simpson family is being renovated 
for the use of a Retardate Family Home. R.N. Smith Construction Co. is in 
charge of the work. Eight-year-old Anne Pilling won the $15 prize for her 
choice of the name, "Merry Manor", chosen from 59 other suggestions. Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy McDonagh, Sydney, British Columbia, are the supervising house 
parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. P.C. Pettypiece celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
August 31 (actual date January 8). During the afternoon and evening, they were 
at home to their friends when 132 signed the guest book. In late afternoon, the 
guests of honor were chauffeured by their son-in-law, Cec Coleman, in a gaily 
decorated 1939 Buick Special to Hargrave United Church where 80 guests en
joyed a banquet prepared by the Ladies' W.A. The bridesmaid; Miss Rhea 
Forder, and best man, Charles Caldwell, who had been present 50 years ago, 
were there for this happy event. 

Mrs. Sara M. Penrose died in Swift Current May 7, a pioneer of Spring
vale district, retired to Virden, active in community and church work (especially 
Springvale Mission). Mrs. Sara Maud Mooney died June 9. She farmed at 
Woodnorth untill938 when she retired to Virden, life member of Woodnorth 
and St. Paul's Churches, served on Woodnorth School Board and on the Board of 
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Virden Agricultural Society. Mrs. Martha Rodgers died June 9, resident here 32 
years, formerly of Bede, Member of Penecostal Church. Mrs. Rose Julia Taylor 
died June 12, Woodville, then retired to Virden 1962. Life member of W.M.S. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Cameron Millar, died June 18. Active in Church, W.M.S. and 
U.C.W., a wonderful homemaker, mother of Mrs. A.K. Duncan. Lieutenant
Colonel Hugh C.H. Brayfield, Q.C., died June 16, a Virden lawyer, and police 
magistrate, veteran of two world wars, decorated with military cross and bar. 
Member of Red Chevron Association. He retired to Victoria, British Columbia, 
1954. His wife, Mrs. Viola Sylvia, died one month later, July 15. (Known as 
Peggy Shaw, she grew up in Virden.) Mrs. Mary Tapp (nee Griffith) died June 
18. She lived in Montgomery district for 29 years until retirement to Virden in 
1956. Member of Crocus Rebekah Lodge and Virden Agricultural Society, ac
tive in church work, keen bowler. Reporter of Harmsworth News. Mrs. Marie 
Fontana died June 24. Came to Virden 1889, moved to Victoria 1939, mem
ber of Roman Catholic Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. J.R. Brownlie, long-time residents of Routledge and 
Virden districts, celebrated their sixtieth wedding anniversary November 2, 
when they were "At Home" afternoon and evening to friends and relatives. 
Councillor Fred McDougall presented them with a key to the town. 

Thomas William Hayward died July 1, a farmer of Blair district, retired 
to Virden in 1946. For ten years he operated Hayward's Taxi. Councillor in 
Woodnorth and trustee in Blair S.D. James F. Kennedy died July 21, Pipestone 
farmer, later had a dray business. He worked for Good Roads and Manitoba 
Hydro. Retired to The Sherwood, known for ready wit and humor. 
Leonard Leopold Newman died July 23, came here 1918, a skilled brick layer, 
caretaker of Mary Montgomery School and warden of St. Mary's Church. 

Virden again this year, won the trophy in the annual Beautification 
Compettion given by the Manitoba Motor League. 

In November a supper meeting was held in St. Paul's Lower Hall for 
Virden and District Association for Retardates. A cheque for $625 was pre
sented by Kirkella LOL and LOBA. The guest speaker was Dr. R.H. Parker. 

Mrs. Gertrude E. McKay died August 1 in Virden at the home of her 
son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. L. Hodgins. Most of her life was spent at 
Lenore, Manitoba. 

Eva Lola McLellan died August 19, daughter of Fred McLellan, partner 
of McLellan and English. She taught at Unity, Saskatchewan, and Saskatoon. 
Arthur William Reid died August 28. He was a veteran of World War II and 
veteran president for five years. He came to Virden in 1964 and was manager 
of Anglo Restaurant. He was on the vestry of St. Mary's Church. 

Walter Edson Ward died August 30 lived in Virden 1922-47 when he 
went to Victoria, British Columbia. Returned to Virden 1964. Long-time 
member of COF earning his 64-year button. He was a cement contractor. 

Wallace Gabrielle brought in copies of 1902 Virden Advance found 
under a window ledge he was replacing in his home. Advertisements in the pa
per announced that "Men's Good Tweed Suits" were selling up from $3.00 and 
overalls for 75 cents a pair or three for $2.00. 
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William John Alexander died September 22, lived in Errol S.D., andre· 
tired to Virden 1939. 

Gordon Eugene Wardle died September 23, one of our noted citizens 
whose activities were reported in 1963. 

Thomas Henry Pearn died October 6, aged 98 years. Came west 1888. 
Worked on the C.P.R., farmed in Blair district, retired to Virden 1930. A mem· 
ber of the United Church. 

Mrs. Agnes Dyck died November 19. Came to Virden 1952 and was a 
worker in Virden Hospital. Member of Kola Church. 

Adam Pringle died November 28, formerly of Pipestone, Reston and 
Hillview. Retired to Virden. Member of the United Church. 

Major Vaughan Read, CD, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Read, has been 
posted to 26 Canadian Forces Supply Depot, Cobourg, Ontario. He has been 
with the army since 1943 and for the past three years has been commandant 
of 28 Canadian Forces Supply Depot at Shilo, Manitoba. He will assume the 
position of Ordnance Stores Officer. 

Miss Kate Madge died December 3, aged 92 years. She was for many 
years a piano teacher in Virden before going to Victoria, British Columbia. 

Mrs. Lena Grace Tapp died December 6. Born at Elkhorn, taught 
school, farmed with her husband, Percy Tapp in Montgomery S.D. until retire· 
ment to Virden. Active in community and church work, both at Wallace and 
St. Paul's. A member of Crocus Lodge. She was treasurer of the Co-op Women's 
Guild at the time of her death. 

William Sinclair died December 9. He farmed in Oak Lake district, 
veteran World War I, retired to Virden, 1960, and was a member of the Legion 
and of the United Church. Charles Russell Gardiner died December 12. He 
farmed in Montgomery and Springvale, retiring to Virden, 1951. Active in 
community and church affairs, he was a steward, elder and past president of 
the Senior Citizens' Club. Wilbur James Strachan died December 9. He came 
to Canada in 1902. He settled in Saskatchewan and later came to Hargrave. 
He retired to Virden in 1951 and was a legion member. 

Henry William Hubley died December 14, coming to Manitoba 1912. 
He farmed at Hargrave until 1960. A community-minded gentleman and mem
ber of the United Church. 

In December a retirement party was held for C.S. Coleman in the 
Legion Ladies' Club Room. Mr. Coleman has served 14 years on the council. 
Mrs. Fred McDougall presented a bouquet of roses to Mrs. Coleman, while 
Mayor McNeill presented a pen Desk Set and Barometer to Mr. Coleman. Mr. 
McNeill and former Mayor Dave Reid and J.C. Cory paid tribute to Mr. 
Coleman's outstanding service. 
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1969 

Virden's new Manitoba Telephone System building is nearing com
pletion. This one-storey building is 38' x 42' with full basement and will 
house the new dial equipment. The contractor is R.N. Smith Construction Ltd. 
of Virden. 

Rev. John T. Pilling, Pastor of St. Mary's Anglican Church for the past 
six :y·ears, has accepted the invitation to become Rector at St. Matthew's Angli
can Church in Regina, Saskatchewan. Rev. Pilling has been active in many 
Virden community worthwhile projects. He has served as President of the 
Virden and District Association for the Mentally REtarded for a number of 
years and has spearheaded the establishment of "Merry Manor". 

The February 26 and 27 storm dumped 21 inches of snow in the 
Virden area, completely blocking streets and roadways. Schools were closed 
from Wednesday until the following Monday morning. 

The spring of 1969 will be remembered in Virden history by the flood
ing of Gopher Creek, which was the most extensive in years. Little property 
damage was done except to the bridge on Nelson Street and the complete de
struction of the 9th Avenue foot bridge. There was one tragedy, as the result 
of the flood, which was the death of five-year-old Vincent, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Arndt. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Pangborn celebrated their Golden Wedding March l 
at a dinner held in St. Paul's Hall. They were presented with token wedding 
bands by their grandchildren and a group gift from their friends and relatives 
was a return trip to Victoria by air for the happy couple. 

Les Reid died February 12. He farmed near Hargrave, brother of Mrs. 
Penrose. William McLean died March 10 in his 9lst year. He came to Virden 
1906 and was a livery man and manager of Wallace Co-op. Retired 1945, a 
very genial family man, member of the United Church. Robert Drynan died 
March 13. He came to Virden 1900. His field stone cottage became a land
mark of hosptiality. A man of generosity and integrity, he travelled widely. 
Robert Percival Green died March 22, coming to Canada 1904. He was a veter
an of World War I. He farmed at Scarth and was active in all community af
fairs and a well-known figure in St. Mary's Church. Robert Carefoot died 
March 10 at Penticton, British Columbia, Bob grew up here, a family man, very 
fond of music. 

A family dinner was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Kenderdine 
April 4 on the occasion of fiftieth wedding anniversary of Mrs. 
Kenderdine's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Koeckeritz. All four sons and four daugh· 
ters were present for the occasion. The couple held open house the following 
day at their own home when some 150 guests signed the guest book. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Weber celebrated their 55th wedding anniersary 
April8 at an "Open House" when many friends and relatives called to extend 
good wishes. During the evening a dance was held. Metcalf Orchestra supplied 
the music. A family dinner was enjoyed April 3 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Hodgins. 
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Pictured in May 7 issue of the Empire Advance is the largest culvert 
in Manitoba. It is 17 feet high and 29Yz feet wide and cost $20,000. It is lo
cated on the Boundary Road between the Rural Municipalities of Wallace and 
Pipestone, east of Butler. The cost was shared on a 50-50 basis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Suter celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
Aprill2 in Brandon. They were honored by their family at dinner in St. 
Matthew's Parish Hall. The toast to the couple was proposed by Archdeacon 
Murray Ames. The same day the couple held Open House for relatives and 
friends. Mr. Suter served as C.P.R. agent at Kenora, Shoal Lake and Hargrave. 
They retired to Virden in 1949 and moved to Brandon in 1968. 

The new Health Unit building was officially opened in May. Mrs. 
Myrtle Hammond cut the ribbon. She has worked at the Health Unit since its 
beginning nine years ago. 

Alexander Grant died Aprill6. Alex farmed at Cromer and Virden. 
Interested in sports. 

William Hutchison Anderson died April 29, former bulk agent for 
Texaco. Went to British Columbia and later returned to Virden. 

Fred Hilderman died April 24. He came here from Russia. He was a 
carpenter. 

John Henry Dunn died May 2, former C.P.R. foreman, resident of 
The Sherwood. Cec Dunn's father. 

Gabrielle G. Boulanger died May 12, farmer at Scarth. Came to 
Virden, was Town Inspector, member of the Knights of Columbus and Sacred 
Heart Church. Building chairman for the new church. 

Nor man Anderson died May 18, lived for 60 years in Glen Lorne 
district, and then retired to Virden. 

Art Rockall died in May as the result of a motorcycle accident. 

A party was held may 16 to honor Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Osmond for 
their faithful service to St. Mary's Church. They were presented with a purse 
of money. Later they travelled overseas to Germany and England wher-e Mr. 
Osmond was a delegate to a convention. They visited Mrs. Osmond's sister, 
Joyce, who grew up in Virden. 

A party was held April 25 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Read in 
honor of Mrs. Doherty- who is retiring from business in Virden. She took over 
the business formerly owned by Miss Eva Markham, nearlytwenty years ago. 
Some thirty ladies came to bring good wishes and say farewell. A very pleasant 
evening was enjoyed, the highlight being the presentation of a rocking chair. 
Mrs. Doherty is retiring to her home town of Oak Lake where it is hoped she 
may enjoy a well-earned rest. 

Mrs. Edith Kyle, a pioneer lady from Two Weeks, retired in April to 
make her home in Virden. 
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The Cemetery Road was paved in the Rural Municpality of Wallace. 
This road is the first to be paved where the Corporation paid the cost. The 
Town of Virden and Wallace Council paid for the paving on a 50-50 basis. 
All other paved roads in other Manitoba Municipalities have been paid by the 
proivnce. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Peddy of Summerland, British Columbia, celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary July 15 at an "At Home" to their friends 
and relatives. They were married in Virden. The bride was the former Aljo 
Spiers. A feature of the day was that the original bridal party was in 
attendance. 

William Aubrey Lawrence died suddenly June 7. He lived at Pipe
stone until1920. He spent thirteen years in the Royal Bank as clerk, teller, 
and relieving manager. He served in World War I, 27th Battalion. Later farmed 
at Virden 1936-65, when he retired to Virden. He was a member of the Legion, 
the Agricultural Society, the Hospital Board for 25 years and St. Mary's Church. 
A keen sportsman, coach of junior hockey teams. 

Mrs. Elizabeth McDonald died July 17. She came to Canada from 
England. A teacher, active in community and church work. She was Past 
Noble Grand of Crocus Rebekah Lodge, member of the Hospital Auxiliary 
and of the Cemetery Improvement Committee. She re-established the Virden 
Restroom. 

August 14 marked the opening of the new Stedman Store on Seventh 
Avenue, when Mayor H.J. McNeill cut the ribbon. Mr. W.A. Hellman is the 
proprietor and Mr. Peter Klassen was the contractor. The new building is 38 
feet x 115 feet and is air-conditioned. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Paton were "At Home" to their relatives and 
friends June 4 on the occasion of their Sixtieth Wedding Anniversary. One 
hundred and thirty guests signed the Guest Book. They came to Canada in 
1913 to Waskada, later moving to Tilston where they farmed until coming to 
Virden 1960. Morris McGregor MLA presented them with Buffalo emblem 
pins on behalf of the Manitoba Government. 

Miss Blanche Megaffin, formerly of Virden was one of the three 
Canadians honored by the Emperor of Japan for service to Canadians of 
Japanese origin during World War II. She was presented with a medal by 
Consul General Tomohiko Hayashi. 

A photograph taken by Jim Wasyliw received the highest award in 
Manitoba, Chamber of Commerce- "Pic Manitoba 1970 Contest". The prize 
was $500 and was presented at the Golden Boy's Banquet. 

Bertrand Hitchins died August 7. Born of pioneer parents at 
Hargrave, he worked the family farm until November 1965 when he and his 
wife Margaret retired to Virden. He belonged to COF Lodge and for 32 years 
was a member of the Pool Elevator at Hargrave. Active in all community affairs 
and a member of the United Church. 

Mrs. Jessie Watt Lee died August 7. She came from Scotland in 1902 
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and resided here for 67 years. Active in St. Andrew's Ladies' Aid and the 
Ladies' Auxiliary to Virden Legion. 

Edward William Hallett died August 16, Veteran of World War I. 
C.P.R. Section Foreman, retiring to Virden 1956 where he acted as County 
Clerk and Bailiff. Member of the Legion and Wild Life Area Association. He 
was fisherman and keen gardener. 

Rundle McLachlan, our Editor, died August 16. He graduated from 
Brandon University and did post-graduate work at Chicago. Took an active 
part in the 75th anniversary of Virden. He was a member of Virden Chamber 
of Commerce, President and active in Virden Regional Library and in The 
Virden Music and Arts Festival. He was choir leader of St. Paul's for 23 years, 
and widely known in Federal and Provincial political circles. A prominent 
member of the Weekly Newspapers Association. 

John Melville Gee died August 21, farmer at Lenore and Laggan. Re
tired to Virden in 1962. 

Mrs. L.W. Pearsall (Jean) died August 21. She was a teacher at 
Elkhorn and later in Winnipeg, Oak Lake, Virden and Brandon. She was a 
member of Oakwood Chapter of Eastern Star. 

Virden Elks Hall was officially opened September 19, when 230 guests 
were served dinner by United Church Women. A program followed and danc
ing completed the evening. A feature of the event was an impressive formal 
dedication of the Hall. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lem McLean celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniver
sary August 23 at Birch River when a banquet in their honor was held in the 
Legion Hall. The entire Burge family was together for the first time in 50 
years. Their son Jack acted as MC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edson Mcintosh were honored on the occasion of their 
fiftieth wedding anniversary on October 19 when the family held a dinner for 
them in St. Mary's Parish Hall, attended by 36 relatives. St. Andrew's ladies ca
tered for the dinner. A surprise tea was enjoyed earlier in the afternoon when 
100 friends gathered to wish them happiness. They resided in Mayville district 
for 30 years and came to Virden 1949. 

Mrs. Emma Carleton celebrated her 100th birthday October 3. 

Edward Mcintyre, formerly of Virden, died in Calgary August 27. 

Mrs. Alice Mary Gerrier died September 12. Came to Canada at an 
early age. She and her husband farmed in Routledge area from 1918 to 1945 
when they retired to Virden. She was an active member of Sacred Heart 
Church and of the C.W.L. 

The James Bond Car No. 007 en route to an owner in Vancouver was 
at the Virden Auto Body overnight. The car is equipped with many features 
familiar to James Bond fans. 
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Eighty cattle were killed in a train wreck on the C.P.R. main line six 
miles east of Virden at 10:30 November 8. Sixteen cars were derailed but no 
one was hurt. Potash was piled high from some of the overturned cars. 

Mrs. Mary Cann died October 23, long-time resident of Virden. After 
her marriage she lived in Virden, Dryden and Moose Jaw. Following the death 
of her husband she lived in Regina. She was a member of Crocus Rebekah 
Lodge, Virden Legion Auxiliary, and the Anglican Church. 

Mrs. Minnie Ann Campbell, wife of Dune Campbell, died October 27, 
lifetime resident of Virden, member of Presbyterian Church, and the Legion 
Auxiliary. She was employed 12 years in the post office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Perry Wallace celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniver
sary October 18. They farmed in Palmerstone district until1963 when they 
retired to Virden. They were "At Home" to their neighbors and friends when 
tea was served by Palmerstone ladies. A family dinner was held at the home of 
Mrs. Harvey Wallace, assisted by Mr. and Mrs. Neil Wallace. 

Hallowe'en in 1969 resulted in so much vandalism that the possibility 
of banning Hallowe'en in Virden has been considered. 

A nursing home for Virden area is now in the negotiating stage. Rev. 
J.T. Pilling reported that according to Morris McGregor, such a home is already 
on the books for a number of places in the province including Virden. 

Mrs. A.M. McGill celebrated her 9lst birthday October 14. She was a 
pioneer in the Ebor district before coming to Virden in 1957, following the 
death of her husband. 

Mrs. Margaret Reid died November 7. She lived in the Hargrave dis
trict from 1913 until she retired to Virden in 1959. Following the death of 
her husband, she made her home in Victoria. She was a member of the United 
Church, greatly loved and respected. 

George Edwin Field Knowles died November 13. He farmed at 
Elkhorn, and came to Virden 1949 where he was engaged in a trucking busi
ness. He was a member of St. Mary's Church. 

Cecil Lee Nichol died November 13. He farmed in Montgomery dis· 
trict until retirement to Virden 1958. He was engineer at Virden district Hospi
tal, a member of the United Church and LOL Lodge, active on Co-op Boards, 
and in the Virden Credit Union. 

Miss Annie M. McAlonen died November 13 at the age of 81 years. 

The first Santa Claus Parade in many years passed all expectations 
in number and quality of entries, 41 in all. Lack of snow prevented the 
planned free snowmobile rides. 

Higginbotham's Drug Store changed hands at the end of the year. Mr. 
Geith became the new owner. The staff which has given such good service, has 
been retained. 
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Mrs. G.R. Hili died December 3 at Thunder Bay. She lived here for 20 
years and was an active church worker. 

Agnes Jane Dennison died December 13. She came to Virden with 
her husband in 1954. She was a member of the United Church and Honorary 
Life member of U.C.W. 

Deputy Mayor F. McDougall was honored at a social evening in 
December 1969, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Cockhill, on his retirement 
from Virden Town Council. He was presented with a Virden-made table lamp 
and Mrs. McDougall was presented with a corsage and a potted plant. 

Combined Virden choirs staged a Festival of Christmas Music in the 
Auditorium Theatre December 14. Great credit for the performance goes to the 
choir leaders and their accompanists and to the narrator, Dr. Coals. The 
Hammond Organ used for the occasion was lent by Hammond Organ and Piano 
Studio of Brandon. The Auditorium was filled to capacity. This Festival of 
Music was an inspiring start to the Christmas season. 

A Music Store and Beauty Parlor were officially open when Al's TV 
and Radio Sales and Service, and Harriet's Magic Mirror, opened for business 
on the premises formerly occupied by Don Wedow. A feature of this event 
was the attendance of four generations of Harriet's family, Mrs. Mike Smolinski, 
Mrs. S. Koch, Mrs. A.S. Case and Mrs. Studer (sisters), (Melanie Case and 
Cheryle Studer), cousins. 

Joseph C. Duffield died December l 0. He lived at Carnduff, Carievale 
and Hargrave before coming to Virden in 1966. He was active in building the 
Baptist Church. 

Herbert Reginald Grose died December 31 at the age of 83 years. He 
homesteaded at Elm Valley and Cromer. He came to Boss Hill Farm in 1919 
and retired to Virden 1945. He helped build the present Cromer United Church 
and was an elder and steward of St. Paul's. He was a member of Virden 
Agricultural Society, of Wallace Co-op and of U.G.G. Virden and Cromer. 
Fond of curling and lawn bowling. 

1970 

January l, 1970, Mr. Robert Leach of The Sherwood formerly of 
Elkhorn, celebrated his 95th birthday. In December 1969, Mr. and Mrs. Leach 
had reached the 63rd anniversary of their wedding. 

Mr. and Mrs. T.P. Townson, quietly celebrated their 67th anniversary 
February 19 at the home of their son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Snelson, Virden. 

Homecoming Week, August 1 to 7, was set by Virden Area Centennial 
Board. Miss M.E. Lane and Miss Helen E. Bridgett are co-chairmen for the 
week. 

Thomas Edmund Conover died February 2, farmer at Two Creeks, 
and a trustee for Ross Consolidated School. 
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John Prine Lawrence died February 6. Born at Pipestone, came to 
Virden 1912. Operated elevators for Ogilvie Grain Company from 1936-60. 
He worked with Manitoba Department of Highways until his death. He was a 
member of Elkhorn Legion and Elks Lodge. An ardent hockey fan and coach. 

Oliver Wesley Williams died February l 0, lived at Routledge, Springvale, 
Two Creeks, and Virden where he lived for 22 years. He was icemaker in the 

curling rink. 

The Virden Co-op reported that in December of 1969 their sales had 
reached a target of $1,000,000. Mr. Joe Braun is the present General Manager. 

The footbridge that was washed out in the spring flood in 1969 has 
been replaced on Ninth Avenue near the Junior High School. 

On April l 0 new Morris Studios Ltd. was officially opened when H.J. 
McNeill cut the ribbon, assisted by Russ Cathcart, President of Virden Chamber 
of Commerce. The studio is located at 235 Nelson Street. The interior of the 
building is decorated in a very attractive manner and contains the most mod
ern, up-to-date camera equipment. Mr. Morris Predinchuk is the President of 
Morris Studios Ltd. 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Skelton of Virden celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary March 23. A surprise supper and dance was held in their honor in 
Lyleton Community HalL All their children were present for the occasion. 

Mrs. Jean Gibson Tait (nee Jean Montgomery) died March 5, in 
Regina, formerly of Virden, sister of Mary Montgomery. 

Hugh Elmer McDonald died March 14, born in Virden, moved to 
Calgary 1922 and to Regina 1936. Interment in Virden Cemetery. 

Mrs. M. Fiori, a one-time resident of Virden, celebrated her 90th 
birthday at her home in Thunder Bay. She came from Italy with her husband 
to Virden 1905. Later lived in Routledge and Oak Lake. 

Albert Samuel Elliott died March 8, came to Canada 1910, retired to 
Virden 1958. He was a veteran of World War I, and member of both Welwyn 
and Virden Legions. 

The All Indian Portage Glee Club from Portage Indian Students Resi
dence put on a March 21 program in Virden Auditorium, sponsored by the 
Presbyterian Three M's Club. 

During Holy Week March 26, St. Paul's United Church was filled to 
capacity when Caronport High School Choir presented a stirring and inspiring 
program. The choir consisted of 34 members under the direction of Wilf 
Gaertner. The Caronport High School is operated in conjunction with Briercrest 
Bible Institute. 

Leopold Fosty died April 24. He farmed in Scarth area and lived for 
a long time in Virden. 
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Mrs. I so belle Elmira Fowler died April 19 in Ottawa. She lived in 
Maryfield, Elm Creek and Souris, coming to Hargrave in 1939 and to Virden 
in 1945 where she lived untill962. A member of the United Church, very in
terested in W.M.S., as well as in sports and community affairs. 

Miss Minnie Chapman died April 9 in Virden District Hospital. She 
lived on a farm near Virden until coming here in 1953. She was a happy, home
loving person who loved to cook, an original member of Maples Patriotic 
Society during the war years, and also a member of St. Paul's Church. 
Church. 

Militia training in Virden has ceased and with it goes part of the com
munity's economy. Training of members of the 13th Field Battery RCA (M) 
stopped with the parade February 28, 1970. The close-out of the battery will 
be completed by March 31 and the Armoury will be closed down. At an offi
cers' mess dinner March ll, the hope was expressed that the work of keeping 
the Virden Collegiate Cadets would continue functioning. This militia in 
Virden goes back to Aprill885 when the No. 2 Company, Winnipeg Battalion, 
Manitoba Light Infantry, was established. 

The Virden Community Development Corporation's "Virden Area 
Industrial Fund" now stands at $8,200. The funds are deposited in Virden 
Credit Union Society Ltd., drawing 8\6 per cent interest. Money in the fund 
will be used to assist in the financing of the industrial and manufacturing ven
tures in the Virden area. Virden's plan is unique in that it is the only one of its 
kind in Manitoba. 

Mr. Brian Archer, who has been with the Beaver Lumber Co. Ltd., 
for seven years, was recently appointed manager of the new Beaver Store in 
Virden. (formerly Taylor Lumber). 

Virden Town Council through Councillors J.W. Cock bill suggested at 
a meeting April 7 that an organziation be formed to take over the operation of 
the Auditorium Theatre. It was felt this could be operated much as Virden 
Community Recreation Commission is handling recreation facilities. The mat
ter is to be brought to the attention of the members of the Virden Dramatic 
Society and Virden Music and Arts Festival Association. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Graham held an "At Home" for relatives and friends 
in honor of Mrs. I. Reynolds who celebrated her 95th birthday, April 9. She is 
a former resident of the Victor District, but since 1964 she has lived in Virden 
with her son, George. Her husband Nathaniel died December 1938. 

The Virden R.C.M.P. now have the service of an electronic secretary. 

Virden went on to the dial telephone system Aprill6. A program to 
acquaint customers with the new dial system was presented Aprill4 and 15 in 
Virden Collegiate Auditorium. 

Mayor H.J. McNeill was recently elected president of the U.S.-Canada 
Highway 83 Association at the annual meeting in Russell. Vice-President is 
Burns Chisholm and Secretary-Treasurer, Norm Hemsted. 

About 200 people representing various local associations in District 5 
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of Manitoba Pool Elevators gathered at the Elks Hall April10 to honor Mr. and 
Mrs. Gregor Jamieson at a recognition night. Mr. Jamieson has served as direc
tor of District 5 for 14 consecutive yeras. W.T. Carefoot of Virden was chair
man for the evening. Mr. Jamieson was first elected to the local board in 1936, 
served as President from 1940-1956. In 1956 the local board nominated him 
for the position of director on the provincial board. He represented Manitoba 
Pool Elevators on a trade mission to China and Mexico. He was also a success
ful breeder of pure bred shorthorn cattle. A gift of a swivel rocker was made 
to the Jamiesons by Lloyd Henwood. 

Mrs. Myfawny Walker died March 28. She came to Canada from Wales 
in 1913. Taught school, was fond of art and music, and a member of the 
United Church. She was mother of Keith and Arnold Walker, Virden, and a 
former resident of Miniota. 

"Music Appreciation Night", sponsored by Virden Lions Club in the 
Auditorium April 9, was much enjoyed by an appreciative audience. Our 
Young Folk (a Virden Group), the Sixteen-Member Barber Shop Chorus from 
Brandon, the Semitones (four members of the Chorus), the Melita Belle Aires 
(a Lady Barber Shop quartette), all upheld the high standard of the evening's 
entertainment. Virden Band under the direction of Ted Good added to the 
pleasure. Lions President, Robert Cappie, welcomed everyone. C.W. Cawston 
was MC. 

The Trophy Concert held April 25 at the close of Virden's 28th Annual 
Festival of Music and Arts was well attended and much appreciated. 

Goulter School had its own Centennial Concert in March. All 235 stu
dents took part, all between the ages of six and ten. Mrs. Clare Cawston and 
her staff worked hard to give their audiences a really exciting two hours of mu
sic, fun and color. 

A site for the proposed new Virden sign has been chosen. Virden Town 
Council agreed at a meeting on April 21 to make available a piece of property 
directly across from Virden District Hospital on First Avenue. The illuminated 
sign 10 x 20 feet advertising Virden will sit atop of an old derrick 100 feet high. 
The oil derrick was donated for this purpose by Orest Repka. The idea for a 
new sign and oil industry museum was originally brought forward by Larry 
Heintz, Chairman of Virden Area Centennial Board. 

A Centennial Art Show and Ceramic display was held in Virden 
Regional Library May 7. A silver tea was sponsored by the Mardi Club. 

A variety concert was staged by the pupils of Mary Montgomery 
School in Goulter Auditorium April 30 and May l. Included in the program 
were Boys' and Girls' Choirs, Folk Dancing, Tumbling Acts, Choral Reading, 
Spoken Poetry, Solos and Plays. 

A community-wide Inter-Faith Centennial Thanksgiving Service was 
held in the Auditorium, Sunday, May 3. The Guest Speaker was Hon. Walter 
Dinsdale, MP for Brandon-Souris. His topic was "The Century Gap". Two hun
dred and fifty people attended. 
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The famous musical spectacular "Up With People" came to Virden 
Arena May 9. The cast consisted of 120 young people from all over the world. 
The program was presented by the Centennial Corporation of Manitoba and the 
Virden Area Centennial Board. "Up With People" is totally new. It is spear
headed by four international travelling casts with four different shows. It had 
an enthusiastic reception in Virden. 

Virden is planning a lagoon sewage disposal system instead of the 
Imhoff Tank system. The estimated cost is $200,000. The area recommend
ed for the lagoon was west of Virden along the C.P.R. track one and one-half 
miles from downtown Virden because in that area there is sufficient clay con
tent. This was objected to by Council as the treated sewage vJCuld flow into 
the creek which passes through Virden. A lagoon is almost certain. All that re
mains to be decided is the location. 

Members of the Virden Horticultural Society held their "Centennial 
Fantasy" April 29. Mrs. A.K. Francis, president of the society, chaired the 
meeting. The first part of the program was selections by the Virden Festival 
Choir under the direction of Mrs. Osmond, followed by the Virden Trio, Mrs. 
S. Bray, Mrs. D.S. McDonald, and Mrs. M. Martin, singing a medley of old 
songs in Centennial dress. Reg Curle gave an illustrated address on landscaping 
and P.J. Peters, secretary of Manitoba Horticultural Society, showed his 
"Fantasy" consisting of slides of Manitoba from early days to the present. A 
few slides were also supplied by Mrs. F. VanLoo and Mr. E. Fritzsch. Every
one present enjoyed this salute to Manitoba. 

The Elks Lodge reported that the March of Dimes Campaign this year 
collected $1,181. In addition, direct remittances to the fund brought the total 
to $1,372. 

T"\'Jug Gray and family were honored at a social evening April 29, 
sponsorea .::y the Rural Municipality of Wallace Council. About 100 guests at
tended the party at the Elks Hall. Mr. Gray was employed by Wallace Council 
for 38 years and is now with Manitoba Telephone System. "Mr. Telephone" 
will still be resident with his family in Virden .. 

Mr. A.J. Hatcher, former school inspector in this area, died in Como 
Lake Private Hospital, Burnaby, British Columbia, at the great age of 9C 
years. Master of the Masonic Grand Lodge, Manitoba in 1920, he continued a 
member of Elkhorn Lodge. 

Mrs. Gertrude Mary Rolston died Aprill8 in Virden District Hospital. 
She came to Virden with her parents in 1903 and spent a lifetime in this area, 
with the exception of a few years spent in business in Winnipeg. She was an ac
tive community worker in Red Cross, Welfare and with the Auxiliary to the 
Legion. She was a member of the Dramatics and Operatic Society and of the 
Presbyterian Church. Always interested in elderly people she was news reporter 
from The Sherwood. 

Leslie Milne died April 25, a resident of Montgomery and Virden, 
where he was a valued employee of the town, serving as foreman of Public 
Works. He was also caretaker of Kinsmen Park. 
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Congratulations are offered the Steering Committee members of 
Western Manitoba Nursing Home Association for all the work and planning 
they have done towards the proposed new nursing home for this area. Too 
many of our pioneers are residents outside our community, too far from home 
and friends. We trust the nursing home will soon become a reality. 

The VCI Concert was held in the Auditorium Saturday evening, May 
2. The Concert included songs by "The Young Folk, The German Folk Group 
and Grade IX'French Group, the Reach Out Singers, Piano Soloists by Margaret 
Gibson and Jocelyn Tr.otter, trumpet and piano selections by Brian Brownlie 
and Diane Bray, also a teachers' male quartette and The Glee Club. Mr. 
Kalenchuk was M.C. and Miss I. Kedies and Mr. Dueck deserve great praise for 
their direction. 

Mrs. T. Armstrong, "Our Sylvia", celebrated her eightieth birthday 
Tuesday, May 5. She has been a choir member for seventy years. 

Richard Stewart died May 11 at 86 years, old-time farmer, father of 
Leslie Stewart. 

Dr. Albert J. Riendeau, born in Virden, returned here for a long week
end. He visited his brother and sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Wilf Riendeau. A 
graduate from Stanford University, he is now an administrator with the U.S. 
office of Education in Washington. 

The Cubs and Scouts held a Father and Son Banquet May ll in St. 
Paul's Lower Hall. The entertainment by the group was both varied and en
joyable. Art Friesen and Scout Neil Runions were masters of ceremony, while 
Mrs. Friesen was accompanist. Mayor H.J. McNeill spoke in glowing terms of 
the work done by the Scouts and their leaders. 

A group of Grade VI students from Elkhorn and Portage la Prairie 
toured the Kent Flour Mill and other places of interest in Virden and surround
ing areas. 

The 4-H Home Economics Club of Virden held their annual achieve
ment May 9 at Goulter School, where there was a fine display of clothing, 
handicrafts and food. "Centennial the 4-H Way" was the theme. 

St. Paul's U.C.W. staged a Tea, Bake Sale, Display and Musical pro
gram on the afternoon and evening of May 8 featuring the theme "100 Years in 
Evolution". The whole project was carried out most successfully. Many charm
ing costumes and interesting historic items all added to the pleasure. 

Virden is geared to go all out for the U.S.-Canada Highway 83 Associa
tion Convention to be held here June 12, 13 and 14. "The more the merrier." 

Mrs. C.N. Smith was honored by members of St. Mary's Anglican 
Church and friends May ll in the Parish Hall. They came to say farewell to 
this highly respected lady as she leaves the community to make her home in 
Reston. Rev. D.A. Varcoe presented Mrs. Smith with a purse of money from 
the congregation and her friends. 
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Mr. and Mrs. E.W. Down, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. E.L. Cann of 
Winnipeg, spent the weekend of May 16 at Estevan and Weyburn visiting friends 
and relatives. While there they were presented with a bouquet of flowers on the 
occasion of their 59th wedding anniversary. 

Mr. J.W.J. Hughes died in Calgary in May. While in Virden, Mr. 
Hughes was an electrician. Mrs. Hughes was on the Virden School staff. 

This brings the Virden Story up-to-date to May 20, 1970. 
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EMII\IISCENCES 

"Here they have striven age by age to write 
In things that perish, tidings infinite; 
In things that change, the wonder that abides, 
The hope that beckons, and the love that hides." 

SAGA OF A VIRDEN FAMILY IN THE TWENTIES 

Eldon Robinson 

In this year of Manitoba's Centennial, people are looking back trying 
to re-capture some of the color of earlier days. These lines are written with the 
thought that they may bring back memories to the older folk and give the 
younger generation a glimpse into the life of a very ordinary family. 

My mind goes back to the fall of 1923 when my father, J.R. (Russell) 
Robinson, my mother, Levada Robinson, my sister, Edna, brother Hugh, and I 
moved into the big stone house built by the fine Virden pioneer, Dr. Proctor, 
and known as the Charley Dayton place. How different it would have been 
had our move been made in 1970. None of our possessions were moved on 
rubber. My father, Hugh and I each drove a team and wagon. All our machin
ery was trailed in on steel and our cattle were herded in, Hugh and I being the 
cowboys. Hugh was ten years old and I was thirteen. We enjoyed the twenty
five mile journey while daylight lasted, but they were tedious after dark. 

We were fortunate to have lovely mellow November days. The sun 
was usually shining on the brown stubble fields where cattle clustered around 
straw stacks while farmers, with their teams of horses, ploughed the fields in 
lands. 

We were thrilled with the great adventure of moving from the farm at 
Ebor to live in "a big place like Virden". 

But the weather, which had been so pleasant, changed suddenly, mak· 
ing our last trip uncomfortable for the three of us and for our good neighbors, 
Dick Pengelly, Shirley Williamson, Noble McGill, and Raymond McGill, who 
each drove teams. Heavy wet snow fell steadily all day. By noon, when we 
stopped as usual, to water and feed our horses and eat our lunch in Joe Young's 
barn, our chicken sandwiches were frozen solid. But we did not let that dismay 
us. We ate them and thawed them out afterwards. Mother was a good cook and 
her homemade bread and butter and plenty of good things fortified us for the 
last ten miles, much of which would be covered in the dark. 

The steel wheels were not suitable for the heavy snow and people and 
animals were becoming tired and very wet. Mr. Williamson, who was a happy
go-lucky man, had trouble keeping his king bolt in place. Once, after dark, he 
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came to get a hammer from me. As I climbed over my load, which by now was 
covered with eight or ten inches of snow, I stepped through a whole pil;; of 
storm windows. 

I think it is an indication of the stamina of the men of those days that 
when at 10:00 p.m., we sat down, wet and chilled, to eat our supper, everyone 
could laugh and joke and make it like a celebration. Certainly the weather had 
not managed to dampen our appetites. 

Mother had roast chickens and baked beans, which were wrapped in so 
many layers of newspaper that they were still quite warm, and, of course, there 
were pies. She often-regretted that she did not have enough paper to wrap the 
noon meal the same way. 

The seven of us managed to sleep in the two beds which were already 
set up, rather than dig others out from under the snow. If it had been in 1970, 
we would have had sleeping bags. But, at least, in 1923 no one needed sleeping 
pills. 

If we had been moving now, everything would have been transported 
by truck, or at least on rubber tires. But then if it had been 1970, there would 
have been no need to move to Virden to get Grade XI or XII. A bus would 
have delivered us to school. Texts would have been provided. There would 
not have been a tuition fee for Grade XII of from $60 to $100 per year. But 
I'm glad we moved 1923 style. For a boy, what adventure could possibly have 
taken its place? 

The first winter in Virden was very enjoyable for me. Everything was 
new and exciting. We marvelled at the stream of horse-drawn vehicles which 
passed our place all day on Saturdays. On one occasion, my father counted 
almost fifty sleighs and cutters in a funeral procession. 

In mid-winter there was an epidemic of measles and scarlet fever. Our 
house had a quarantine placard on it for almost two months. Except for the 
time we were actually very sick, the holiday was great. Edna Wright of Butler 
was boarding with us so there was usually someone able to play croquinole. 
Mother was the one who was busy, for she had to nurse us as well as take care 
of the big house. When anyone wondered what to do, she got us busy cutting 
out quilt patches and I still have the quilts. Sometimes Mother was with a very 
sick patient most of the night. There were no miracle drugs, but in Dr. Clingan 
(our beloved doctor), Dr. Ross and Dr. Fryer, Virden had three miracle doctors. 

The second winter we lived in Virden, Mr. and Mrs. A. Myles, who lived 
in the old hospital, were sick for several weeks with smallpox. It is a wonder 
we didn't get the disease as we were at their place for dinner and cards the night 
they were getting "flu" symptoms. The next morning they were covered with 
smallpox. 

That same year Alice McDonald and Marion Solly (Mrs. George 
Gordon) stayed with us and we enjoyed having them in our home. 

Our farm was very sandy. To help out with the income, we milked 
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twelve cows by hand. My mother had a knitting machine. She also had two 
incubators with which she hatched a great number of chickens and turkeys. 
The incubators were heated with coal oil lamps as were the little brooders. 
Every egg was turned by hand twice each day. 

In summer we helped our mother with her huge garden (which was on 
land now divided into several lots with lovely houses). Each year she sold about 
seventy-five pails of dill cucumbers as well as bantam corn and ripe tomatoes. 
We also sold potatoes. Organizations as well as individuals gave Mother orders 
for floral arrangements from her own garden. 

We attended what is now St. Paul's United Church. I often wonder 
how our parents could organize the home and chores to get time to attend all 
church services and functions, but they did. We all walked to church in the 
morning. We children attended Sunday School in the afternoon and then again 
we all walked to church at night. We always had time for a nice Sunday dinner 
about 5:00p.m. Rev. J. Melvin was the minister when we moved to Virden and 
he did many things to make life easier for a family as poor as we were. 

We found Virden a very friendly town. I still remember how my 
folks enjoyed the visits made by the Boggs, Lanes, Myles, Bradleys, Crannas, 
Higginbothams (Sr.), Boiteous, McNivens, Finches, Blewitts, J.R. Hills, 
Pangborns, Isaac Bennetts, Shields, Scales, and others. They all enjoyed a trip 
to the farm. 

Perhaps the highlight of the summer was the trips by team and wagon 
(on steel, of course) to the country five or six miles southeast of Virden to pick 
wild strawberries. My mother never added water to her berries and she pre
served about forty-five quarts each year. Mrs. Andy Myles always went with us 
and occasionally her daughter, Stella. At noon we were sure of a wonderful 
picnic dinner. It made up for mosquito bites, although some years the mos
quitoes were not bad. As far as I know, there was no insect repellent available, 
but if there were swarms of mosquitoes, we wore jackets and put sugar sacks 
under our hats to protect our faces a bit and managed fine. One summer we 
used to carry a smudge pail in the wagon with us. 

On one occasion when we were many miles from home, a severe 
thunder storm came up. We were hurrying to get home when Mrs. Dan 
Brisson, a stranger to us, ran out to the road and brought us in to a supper of 
her lovely cooking. From this kindly act developed a friendship which lasted 
until Mother's death last December. 

My parents did not get many opportunities to get away from work, 
but they were happy and well adjusted. My father had broken some of his 
farm at Arcola, Saskatchewan, with oxen. With Mother they homesteaded at 
Heward and kept the other farm worked also. From this beginning they had 
built their home and were free of debt. Suddenly through circumstances be
yond their control, they were obliged to begin all over again. They had a few 
debts when they arrived in Virden. But they did not rest until they were paid 
off in full. But this was done by staying close to their work. 

Instead of riding to the fields as people do now, in those days, men 
had to walk behind their team. Often the implement had to be left a long dis-
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tance from the buildings. Everything had to be done the hard way both in the 
house and outside. 

One year the ladies of the W.M.S. put on a pageant entitled "Canada 
and a Sick World", starring Mrs. Harold Taylor. This pageant was staged at 
different places and provided a wonderful opportunity for Mother to get a few 
outings. She used to go in the load with Mrs. Taylor, a friend whom she loved. 

In 1929 we had finished our education. Edna was teaching at 
Hillside School. It seemed wise for us to try to secure a farm with more pro
ductive land. We moved to the Shiloh district southeast of Kenton where the 
soil was certainly rich and heavy. Another glorious chapter in our lives had 
come to an end. Just beginning was a bright new one with new friends and a 
whole new life. 

There had been happy chapters in our lives before we moved to Virden. 
It turned out there have been chapters since we left there. From time to time 
one of the family has gone on to something I hope is greater and more wonder
ful than anything here on earth. In 1953 just after we had moved to my 
farm in the fine Breadalbane district south of Lenore, we lost my father. While 
I was principal at Cromer School, we lost Hugh, and Mother was taken away 
last December while we lived at Bradwardine. Always we have been blessed 
with kind friends and neighbors who have helped us over the rough places. 

Like most people we remember the past with misty eyes and the fu
ture with anticipation. Each day is precious. It might be our last. We have 
left Virden, yet a part of Virden will never leave us. We have many friends there 
yet and who knows? We may return some day, not to attempt to take up 
where we left off, that would be impossible, but to begin to enjoy life's eve
ning. We could make new friends, neighbor with the old, watch the town 
grow, and contribute in small ways to the welfare and happiness of those 
around so that when at last the sun should set for us, some beauty might be 
left behind. 

DRAMATIC SOCIETY NOTES 
By Otto Perlett 

In 1918 Virden Dramatic Society produced "Mrs. Temple's 
Telegram", which was performed in the auditorium to capacity crowds for three 
evenings. It was also taken to Reston and Oak Lake. Over a thousand dollars 
was turned over the Patriotic Society. Prominent players were Jean More, Jean 
Ellerington, Mrs. J.A. McLachlan, J.A. McLachlan, W.S. Clarke, John Davis and 
O.A. Perlett. 

The society continued to produce plays from time to time under the 
direction of Mr. John Davis. During the 1930's one of the most popular was 
"Sheherazade" or "The Arabian Nights". Prominent players still living in 
Virden were Miss H.E. Bridgett, Mrs. R.E. McGuffin and O.A. Perlett. 

For several years no plays were produced because of a shortage of 
players. Mrs. C. Wilson persuaded Mr. Davis to revive the society using young 
teenagers as leads. Working together, this led to the production of several sue-
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cessful plays, among which were "The Cat Came Back" and "The Colonel's 
Maid". 

Following the Seond World War, Rev. A.C. Cummings, rector of St. 
Mary's Church, was instrumental in forming St. Mary's Players. Their first, and 
probably most successful production, was "The Antics of Andrew", starring 
Miss Gladys Henderson (Mrs. W.T. Carefoot) and Cyril Anderson. Miss Phyllis 
Hales (Mrs. M. Watt), Rev. A. C. Cummings, J.D. Sills and O.A. Perlett were out
standing in character parts. June McMillan (Mrs. RAhston), H. Ashton, May 
Newman, Mrs. Bert Snape, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Woodmass, E.C. Osmond, R. 
McMillan and M. Ryles all gave fine performances. This play was presented at 
Reston, Pipestone, Lenore and Woodnorth as well as three times in the Parish 
Hall, Virden. The director was O.A. Perlett. 

St. Mary's Players put on several more plays, finally disbanded because 
of difficulty in securing players able to give the necessary time to practising and 
producing three-act plays. 

OPERATIC SOCIETY NOTES 
By Otto Perlett 

Following World War I, Virden Operatic Society, directed by John 
Davis, staged "The Chimes of Normandy". The music was provided by a fine 
orchestra led by Mrs. C. Liddington, a prominent local musician who taught vio
lin and piano. The cast and orchestra numbered over 60. Malabars of Winnipeg 
lent the costumes, the rental of which amounted to some $250 a performance. 

John Davis' portrayal of the miser was memorable. He, of course, 
had been a professional actor in both drama and opera before coming to Virden. 
He had a splendid bass voice, and his interpretation of the miser when he be
came mad, brought down the house. 

This opera was also presented in Brandon theatre shortly after the 
Dumbells appeared there. The press recorded it to be on a par with that famous 
production. The audience was enthusiastic and number after number was en
cored in spite of the fact that Mr. Davis had asked that there be no encores be
cause the troupe had to catch the train back to Virden. 

Virden at that time had many talented singers, both male and female, 
and St. Mary's Church choir, under choir master John Yewdall, had outstanding 
soloists. 

John Yewdall produced "The Country Girl" and several Gilbert and 
Sullivan operas. There have been no productions for many years. 

Mrs. J.A. McLachlan was an outstanding soloist and her lovely con
tralto voice was a great asset to the society. Still residing in Virden besides Mrs. 
McLachlan are a few original members-Mrs. Ralph Rolston, Harry Dodd, 
H.S. Walker and O.A. Perlett. 
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HISTORY OF LINKLATER 
By Mr. and Mrs. M.D. Forbes 

Linklater is a smali siding four miles west of Reston on the C.P.R., 
with two elevators and a school about three·quarters of a mile north. 

Linklater got its name from a station agent in Reston by the name of 
William Linklater. The siding was put there in 1914. The Grain Growers had 
the first elevator. This elevator was taken apart at Reston and brought up to 
Linklater by train in 1915. It was owned by the government and Louis McLeod 
was the agent. It was in 1927 that the Grain Growers built their own with Rob
ert Gemmill as agent. Since the writer left the district several men have been 
there as agents. The Grain Growers elevator was taken down in later years, and 
an elevator, "The Pool", was moved from Ewart six miles north. This was a 
spectacular achievement, as it was moved by trucks and now stands alongside 
the "Pool". 

Site for the school was picked in March, 1898, and the school was 
built by James Stallwood, local carpenter. The name Prairie Rose was suggest
ed, and the Department of Education accepted it. The first trustees were Mr. 
James Forbes, Mr. John Stephens and Mr. Arthur Martin. Some of the teachers 
were Teeny Frazer, Frank James, Edith Frazer, Sara McKnight, Mr. Mahony, 
Alex Will, Dick James, Bessie Richards, Bert Cole, A.C. Murray, Pearl Lee, Mary 
Armstrong. This school operated until the early 1940's when it was closed for 
a period of four years, and then reopened. When all the small schools consoli
dated, it was sold and now all children in this district go to school in Reston by 
bus. 

First settlers were: Jimmy Wood, corning to the district in 1890, on 
22-7-28, northwest corner; Billy Beard in 1900 on S.W. 22-7-28 and James 
Forbes, on N.E. 22-7-28 in 1893. There was an older settler, John Power, com
ing in 1888, on the N.E. 24-7-28, now farmed by Max CaldwelL Jim Cantin 
lived on N.W. of the same section about the year 1889, which was farmed later 
by George Kelly, and about 50 years ago by Ken Reid. 

Fred Payen came about 1891, living on S.E. 28-7-28; Arthur Martin in 
1893, vn S.W. 28-7-28; Ken McCally came about 1890, and in 1893 Mr. William 
Forbes and his brother, James came. William settled on 14-7-28. These were 
homesteads. Their father was William Forbes, whose farm Mr. Kirkpatrick 
works today. Mr. W.W. Hunter came in 1894 and settled on the S.W. 14-7-28, 
at one time a very pretty treed corner with an old stone house, later farmed by 
his on-in-law, Walter Nash. Mr. John Pettypiece came about 1898 with four 
sons and a daughter, namely Forrest, Judson, Cliff, Perry and Nellie. The three 
older boys having homesteads, Forrest on S.E. 1-7-28, Cliff on N.W. 2-7-28, 
Judson having a homestead in Saskatchewan; Perry fa.rmed the home quarter 
N.W. 10-7-28 until he retired in 1953 to live in Brandon. This is all the home
steaders settling in the Link later district before 1900, to the writer's knowledge. 
I forgot to mention John Stephen's homestead on S.W. 2-7-28, in 1889, who 
later sold his homestead and bought the hardware in Sinclair. 

Mr. Stewart Donald came to the district about 1903, living on section 
9-7-28. He lived about one year in a shack, then went back east for his bride in 
1904. They had seven children, six girls and a boy. One of his daughters, Mrs. 
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Mel Heritage, lives in Virden. They retired to Reston in 1942. Mr. Donald died 
the next year; his wife died in 1964. Bev Miliken lives on the farm now. 

Since then, others started, namely W.H. Donald, who raised one daugh
ter and son, Jim, who farmed successfully until his retirement, when his son, D. 
Reid, came around 1901, he had two children, and farmed until the early 
1904's when his farm was taken over by someone else. Then there were the 
Smith brothers, Tom, Bob and Bert. Tom and Bob left for Saskatchewan in the 
1930's. Bert remained until his death. His wife now lives in Virden and his son 
Dennis still farms the home place. 

Dan Munro came with his family around 1900. I'm not sure how many 
were in the family, but I do know the late Mrs. T.S. Bulloch and Mrs. Jack 
Caldwell (of Hamiota) were daughters. Then Jack Fair came, living about half 
a mile west of Prairie Rose School. This property has been owned by several 
since he died in 1923. William Hawkins came to the district in 1900 and had a 
family of five girls. Andrew Caldwell came with his wife and family in 1904. 
There were five boys and three girls. One son, Clyde, lives in Reston, another, 
Charlie, lives in Brandon. Joe Skelton came in 1907. Their family consisted of 
one son and four daughters. Frank farmed the home place until1938 when he 
moved into his father-in-law's farm, the late Mr. John McArthur. The late 
John Walker bought this farm and Mrs. Walker came in 1906 and lived two miles 
west and one-half mile north. Norman farms the home place. 

Another oldtimer, William Duncan, came to the district. Mrs. Hawkins 
and Mrs. Gemmill were his daughters. There was also a Tommy Redman lived 
in the district. Billie Burrill came out from England and lived on N.E. 15-7-28, 
the school section until the Hunters bought the school quarter. Mr. Hunter 
moved the house into their yard and their daughter and her husband Walter 
Nash, lived in it for a number of years. 

William Kennedy farmed on the Jim Munro homestead about 1912, 
now farmed by Gordon Kirkpatrick. They had a large family of boys who went 
to Prairie Rose School. 

Billy Beard came to the district around 1900, settling on S.W. 22-7-28 
with his family of five. The writer recalls there were Herb, John, Bella, Tom 
and Willie. John Croll lived on 33-7-28 with a family of four, coming in 1902. 
Their names were Jack, Edger, George and Bertha, and they lived there until 
1906 when they moved to Alberta. This land is pasture land just north of Ken 
Zarn's buildings. Since then, William Burrill lived there for about four years. 
The next man living there was Bob Gemmill, for around two years; then William 
Duncan took over. Since then it has been owned by some of the Zarn Brothers. 

Mose Paul moved onto William Forbes' farm in 1906 with his family of 
eight, four boys and four girls, living there until1916, then they moved to 
Alberta. Since then, Bob Carscadden, Roy Fisette, William Low and Gordon 
Kirkpatrick have lived there. 

Mr. Ernest Jezzard came to the district and worked for Mr. William 
Hunter for a few years, then married Grace Hunter, about 1908. They lived on 
15-7-28, which was known as the school section. He built his own house in 1916. 
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They raised a large family and their youngest son, Frank, still farms the home 
place. 

At the time of these settlers, only steam threshers were used. Long 
days and hard work both for the men and women, there was so much cooking 
to do, with sometimes as many as twelve men, an engineer, fireman, two sepa
rator men, two band cutters and fo-g.r pitchers, one straw bucker and 
a water man. This was before there were blowers and self-feeders. There was 
also a man called the busheler, who filled grain bags with his bushel can. 
Sheaves were all stacked in those days. Then in later yeaGS there were field 
pitchers. The sheaves were lifted out of the stook. 

Some of the first oufits to thresh in the district were Palm and 
Mitchell from Virden, John Milton of Sinclair; in 1903 there were McArthur, 
Miller and Pettypiece Brothers. They had a large steam traction outfit, threshing 
nearly all the district for the first two years; after that outfits belonging to 
Hawkins and Duncan, Bob Bottral, McCally and others worked in the district. 

The only type of amusement was house parties. In the winter time, 
dances, school concerts and church in the school. Prairie Rose had a ball team. 
The writer recalls the players' names inl 915. Billy Munro as pitcher, Stanley 
Paul, also as pitcher, William McDougall as catcher. Others were Kenneth Paul, 
Norman Paul, Dan Reid, Clyde Caldwell, Charlie Caldwell, Jack Caldwell and 
Pete Munro. 

In the winter to supply music for dancing were Stanley Paul, Herb 
Mcintosh, Perry, Forrest and Cliff Pettypiece and sister, Nellie chording for 
them; also Bill Giles and Bob Reid. In the summer, picnics and ball games were 
held in the Hunter grove. 

Those days, prairie fires were prevalent, starting perhaps in the Bardal 
district and burning for days. The writer's husband still recalls, as a small boy, 
carrying water in a pail for his mother and dad. 

Arthur :Martin, Fred Payen and Jimmy Wood were all equipped with 
homemade equipment, which consisted of a bag tied to the end of a pitch fork. 
As there were so many prairie fires started by carelessness and lightning, some
times from the threshing machines, all buildings and stacks had to be fire
guarded-that was plowing around in about a fifty-foot radius and burning 
between. 

There were no fences, so cattle had to be herded until harvest was past, 
then they were let out to roam. 

In the spring of 1904 the water was so high, one could row a boat 
from Arthur Martin's down past Prairie Rose School, and to the Hunter farm. 
It washed the C.P.R. track out just east of where the Linklater elevators are now 
situated. This flood was caused from so much snow the winter before. 

Other news of interest to readers with the tragedy of a fire in the 
Sinclair district when Rintoul's barn burned down and Mrs. Rintoul was burned 
to death trying to save horses and cattle. This happened in the spring of 1909. 

This story was written by Mrs. Matt Forbes, compiled by husband Matt. 
If we have missed anyone, please excuse us, as we are writing from memory 
only. 
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"'RDEN AREA COMMUNITIES 

"Look not mournfully into the Past. It comes not back again. Wisely improve 
the Present, it is thine. So forth to meet the shadowy Future, without fear 
and with a manly heart." 

THE HISTORY OF THE BOSS HILL DISTRICT 
CONTINUED FROM 1960 

By Mrs. Minnie Harding 

Time passes by and with its passing comes changes. To one who has 
been living in a quiet farming district, it would be easy to say, "Oh, nothing 
ever happens in our district," but there have been changes. 

Early in the spring of 1961 the old school was replaced with a new 
school which had been purchased at Cromer and moved to its new site. The 
fall term of 1961 began in the new school with Miss Sonya Koraseil as teacher. 
The old school was sold to Mr. Dave Coulter, Sr., and moved to his farmyard 
to be used as a workshop. Mr. Coulter passed away in 1965 and the farm is 
now operated by Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Coulter. 

The teachers and pupils of Boss Hill School always took an active 
part in the Virden Music and Arts Festival and the Field Day at Elkhorn or 
Woodnorth. One memorable year the Boss Hill Pupils were the proud holders 
of: 

The Elkhorn Chamber of Commerce Trophy for Choral Reading. 
Mr. and Mrs. J.W.M. Thompson Shield for Folk Dancing. 
The cup for softball won at the Woodnorth Field Day. 

That was the term of 1962 with Mrs. Sonja Lyttle as teacher. 

By this time there were children of the third generation attending 
school at Boss HilL Dianne and Jo-Anne Milne-grandchildren of Mrs. Mary 
Milne (nee Ivens)-and Bill Harding-grandson of Neil Forsyth. 

During the past decade, some of the notable changes were: 

In November 1966 Mrs. Jane Jeffrey and son Tom sold their farm to 
Mr. Douglas Chapman and retired to Virden. The Jeffrey farm was one of the 
original homesteads and belonged to the Jeffrey family since July 1882. Other 
farms still owned by families of the original homesteaders are the C. E. Ivens 
farm, farmed now by a grandson, Mr. Jeffrey Milne, and the Alexander 
Forsyth farm, owned by W.A. (Budd) Forsyth. Mr. Neil Forsyth, one of the 
first pupils enrolled at Boss Hill School in 1896, passed away in January 1966, 
having spent his entire lifetime in the Boss Hill district. 
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The Boss Hill Hospital Aid has been renamed The Boss Hill Circle and 
is still active in the district, although the membership has diminished to nine. 
The ladies continue to meet at the members' homes on the first Thursday of 
each month. They sponsored social evenings in the school during the winter 
months and the district picnic has become an annual summer event. Each fall 
for five consecutive years, The Boss Hill Circle held a very successful bazaar. 
tea and bake sale in the school. Each year on this day, the weather was beauti
ful and a large crowd of neighbors and friends came to take part in this event. 

Another highlight of the past 10 years was the celebration of a 60th 
wedding anniversary. The honored couple were Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Hill. 
They had made their home in the Boss Hill District since 1937. The anniver
sary was celebrated with a huge gathering of relatives, neighbors and friends in 
the school in October 1963. The fall that year had been beautiful and there 
had not been a killing frost, so all the fall flowers were still very colorful. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hill retired from their farm home in the Boss Hill district in 1965 and 
moved to Virden. The farm is presently farmed by their son and his wife-Mr. 
and Mrs. Esmer Hill. 

Early in the year of 1965 a district meeting was called to discuss the 
closing of Boss Hill School and consolidation with the Virden School district. 
A vote was taken and it was decided to join with Virden and become part of The 
Fort La Bosse School District. The last day of school classes in the Boss Hill 
School was June 30, 1965 with Mrs. Madge Hull as teacher. Th enrollment at 
that time was 16 pupils, namely: Lynda, Grant and Gary, children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jeff Milne; Judy, Laurie and Lonnie, children of Mr. and Mrs. Duane Studer; 
Vera and Eldon, children of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Boon; Kelvin, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Kilford; Devona, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Gardiner; Bill, 
son of Mrs. Minnie Harding. The School Board at this time consisted of W.A. 
Forsyth, Secretary-Treasurer; Duane Studer, Chairman, Jeff Milne and Bert 
Coulter. So ended the history of the Boss Hill School which had carried on 
continuously from 1896 to 1965. 

The school building and grounds were purchased by Mr. and Mrs. 
Laurent and reconverted into a dwelling place. 

Since the closing of the school, community life in the district has 
vanished. As is typical of all rural districts when someone moves away, the 
farm is sold or rented by other farmers in the area, and buildings are left empty 
or moved away and the population of the district becomes smaller and smaller. 

BLAIR DISTRICT 
By Mrs. G. Hendry 

Blair School No. 142 consolidated with Virden in 1965. Miss June 
Millar, now Mrs. John Blair, living in Virden, was the last teacher. At the time 
of consolidation, thirteen students were enrolled, representing seven families. 

A group of interested citizens banded together to keep the school as a 
community centre. The following people form the executive: President A. 
Crump, Vice-President R. Meyers, Secretary Mrs. Fefchak, and Treasurer, 
R. Read. The name is "Blair Community Centre". 
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The Blair Busy Bees continue as a ladies' group. The meetings are held 
in the homes once a month. At present, there are eight members. A Centennial 
quilt has been made as a project for 1970. 

The people worship in the church of their choice in Virden. 

1969 saw a spring flood. The river rose very rapidly. The huge vol
ume of water from the Gopher Creek spread over the land and into the river. 
April13 saw the road over the Thompson bridge inundated. 

The first seeding on the flooded land on the G. Hendry farm was 
May 23. It is interesting to note that all the homes are occupied and no one 
man farms several farms. 

BREADALBANE DISTRICT 
By Mrs. Gordon Dryden 

The 75th anniversary of the Breadalbane Presbyterian Church was cele
brated in 1958. Rev. E.J. Smith was the minister. Many former residents 
attended. 

In later years, services were held in the church in the summer and in the 
school during the winter months until the school was closed. Then services were 
just held in summer months until1968. As there was no regular minister in 
1968, just two services were held. 

The interior of the church was redecorated in 1966, work done by the 
late N. Fergusson of Virden and by local volunteers. 

In 1968 the exterior wood structure on the stone church was repaired 
and painted by Gordon Hutchison of Lenore. All this work was made possible 
with donations from former residents and members of the church by the sale 
of plates with the pictures of the church and school on them, and with dona
tions from the Ladies' Aid. 

In 1966 the wedding of Miss Jean Etsell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl Etsell, and Mr. John Langergraber, Vancouver, was performed in the 
church. Mr. E. Hall was the minister. This was one of three weddings .ever held 
in the church. 

1. Church 
Present managers are: Mr. Verne Gardner, Mr. Robert Quinn and 

Mrs. Gordon Dryden. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Tom Bell, who has held that office for 24 

years. 

Organist has been Mrs. Gordon Dryden for 25 years. 

Ministers and Supplies 1957-1970: Rev. E.J. Smith, Rev. Campbell, 
Captain J. Neilson, Mr. W. McKinnon, Mr. A. Inglis, Mr. D. Cooper, Mr. E. Hall, 
also Alex Scott, Virden, Ken Ivey, Jack Gardner, Mr. M. Reimer, Kola, Rev. 
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Davidson, Saskatoon (then Brandon), Rev. L. Jackson, Virden, Interim 
Moderators. 

2. School 1957-1970 
School was built in 1885. 
Closed in 1950-1954 due to low enrollment. Re-opened 19541964. 

It was redecorated and an addition built on to the south end for the 
oil furnace, cloakroom and toilets. 

The school was the centre of the community activities such as quilting 
bees, card parties, whist drives, dances and Christmas concerts. 

In 1964 the school was closed and the district consolidated with the 
Lenore School, children being transported in school buses. The school build
ings were sold and moved away. The last social function held in the school 
was a farewell party for Mr. Fergus Frame and Dale, a pioneer family in the 
district. 

Teachers 1957-1964: Mr. Sidney Keele, Miss Reta Jenner, Miss Joyce 
Alexander, Mr. Eldon Robinson. 

Trustees 1957-1964: A.J. Hopley, Wilson Gardner, Gordon Bailey, 
Reid Gardner. 

Secretary-Treasurer 1950-1960 Mrs. Lillian Dryden 
1960-1964 Mrs. Catherine Hodson 

3. Breadalbane Ladies' Aid 1957 
The Breadalbane Ladies' Aid will celebrate their 50th anniversary in 

1971, having been organized in 1921 by the late Rev. Harley Stewart. 

One of the original members, Marjorie Leask, now Mrs. Earl Etsell, 
still belongs to the Aid and has been President for the past 10 years. Average 
membership during these years has been about 12 members. 

The ladies have been an active society in taking care of the work and 
needs and social functions of the district. A big project in 1968 was getting a 
name sign and gates for the Breadalbane Cemetery. This was made possible by 
a Lenore community effort. Donations have been made to the church and to 
many charitable organizations: 

Children's Aid Society, Brandon -annually. 
Virden Rest Room - annually. 
Breadalbane Church and Restoration Fund 
Lenore Church - Organ Fund 

Church doors 
Choir gowns 
Kitchen 

Breadalbane Ladies' Aid now consists of Mrs. Carrie Alexander, Mrs. 
Bertha Arbon, Mrs. Tom Bell, Mrs. Ernie Demar, Mrs. Gordon Dryden, Mrs. 
Earl Etsell, Mrs. Mel Finlay, Mrs. Wilson Gardner and Mrs. Edith Hopley. 
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People of the Breadalbane District 1957-1970: The oldest resident of 
the district is Mrs. Tom Bell, and the youngest is Jody Hodson, little daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Innis Hodson. A few families that still live on the original farms 
of their forefathers are: Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Gardner and family, three girls and 
one boy, live on the farm of Wilson's grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. John Gardner. 

A social event in 1968 at the Gardner home was a party for Mr. John 
Gardner and Miss Bessie Gardner, twins, on their 80th birthday. Both lived and 
grew up in the Breadalbane district. John now lives at Kenville with a son, 
Earl, and Bessie is a retired nurse and lives in Winnipeg. Mr. and Mrs. Tom Bell 
have retired and live on the farm of Tom's parents where he was raised and has 
lived for the past 75 years. Mr. and Mrs. Bell (former Mrs. B. Russell) was mar· 
ried in 1944 and celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary in 1969, with open 
house. Messrs. Donald and Jack Dryden farm the home place of their parents, 
the late Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Dryden. Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Dryden live on the 
Jim Dryden place, where Gordon has farmed over 40 years. Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Ambrick farmed and are now retired on the Ambrick home farm. Mr. and Mrs. 
John Leask, little son and daughter, live on the farm that John's grandfather, 
Peter Leask, homesteaded in 1882. Another family, although ii1 the Hagyard 
district, but have also been associated with our district-Mr. and Mrs. Earl Etsell 
farmed and are now retired on the Etsell homestead. 

Other families in the district are: Mr. and Mrs. Robert Quinn live and 
farm where Robert's parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Quinn, farmed. Mr. and Mrs. 
Verne Gardner and family of eight boys farm where Vern's parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hugh Gardner, farmed. Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Demare, family four girls and 
one boy, live on the farm known as the Clark farm. Mr. Norman Hodson lives 
on one of the former Gibbings farms. He and his son Innes are well-known for 
their fine herd of pure bred Aberdeen Angus cattle. They have won many 
prizes at local fairs as well as at Brandon and at the Toronto Royal. Mrs. 
Hodson (former Catherine Gibbings) passed away in 1968. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hodson lived in Virden for a few years. Mr. and Mrs. Innes Hodson, two sons 
and one daughter, lived on his father's farm until 1970, when they moved to 
their new home on the farm known as a Frame farm. Mr. and Mrs. Melville 
Finlay live, and have farmed a place where J. Andersons lived. Their big brick 
house on the corner is often used in telling directions. Mr. and Mrs. Gordon 
Bailey and three sons at home and one daughter married and away, live and 
farm on the place known as "Seventeen" and also part of a Frame farm. 
Tragedy hit the Bailey farms in 1967 when the large barn on the Frame farm 
was struck by lightning and burned to the ground. Their house on the home 
place was also struck that night and considerable damage done. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Fontana and one son farm the place known as the Irwin farm. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lloyd Hopley, a daughter and a son, farm where Lloyd's parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Art Hopley, had farmed-formerly the Tom Gibbings' home. They also 
farm a large acreage-having rented the Alexander farm. Mr. and Mrs. Reid 
Gardiner, two daughters, one son, farm on the old Fraser farm. Messrs. Harry 
and Harold Veldhuis farm a large acreage in the district, but live in Virden_ 
They also now own the former Stewart and Arbon farms. Fergus Frame and 
son Dale sold their farm and moved to Virden in 1964. Mrs. Annie Frame 
passed away in 1963. Roy Stuarts family moved to Oak Lake in 1964. Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Stewart and family moved to Vancouver in 1964. Mrs. Lulu 
Leask moved to Virden in 1963. Mr. Jack Leask died in 1963. Mr. and Mrs. 
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Art Hopley moved to Virden in 1963. Mr. Art Hopley died in 1967. Mrs. 
Bertha Arbon sold her farm in 1969. She lives on the farm during summer 
months. Mr. Albert Arbon died in 1965. Mr. and Mrs. George Alexander quit 
farming in 1957 and retired on the farm until1967, when Mrs. Carrie 
Alexander moved to Virden. Mr. George Alexander died in 1966. Mr. Eldon 
Robinson sold his farm and moved in 1966 to Cromer to teach school. His 
mother, Mrs. L. Robinson, lived with him. She died in Brandon in 1969. John 
Le Dressy had lived on the Fraser farm, now owned by Reid Gardiner. Clarence 
Cosens moved to Calgary and the Perreaults to Pipestone. They had lived on 
an Anderson farm, now owned by the Hodsons. 

Young people in the district take part in 4-H clubs, hockey, curling 
and Young People Society, thus preserving the community life and spirit of 
the district. 

Residents in the district are fortunate in having a little lake called 
"Salt Lake", nestled among the Arrow Hills. Here they can swim, boat or water 
ski. Many people take advantage of this lake, which is in its natural state. 

CROMER 
By Mrs. Laura Horn 

The thirteen years from 1957 to 1970 have seen many changes in the 
village of Cromer and immediate district. 

In 1958 a new two-room school was built, replacing the one-room 
school built in 1953. To improve the educational services, Cromer and Ebor 
School Districts united in 1967. A bus was purchased by the two school 
boards, and the Grades 1 - 4 classes are taught by two teachers in Ebor School 
and Grades 5 - 8 have two teachers in Cromer School. Beginning in 1959, the 
Fort La Bosse School Division transports Grades 9- 12 students by bus to at
tend Virden Collegiate. 

Prior to 1960, the United Church held services during the summer 
months with a student minister serving the three points of Ebor, Cromer and 
Woodnorth. In that year, Ebor congregation joined with Cromer and became 
part of a four-point charge with Elkhorn, Hargrave and Woodnorth, served by a 
full-time resident minister at Elkhorn. In 1961 the church celebrated its 50th 
anniversary. 

In 1960 the Anglican Church building, which had been unused for 
some years, was moved to Reston to be their church hall. 

The combined skating and cur ling rink was torn down in 1961, and a 
new two-sheet curling rink was built. In 1964 an all-steel skating rink was 
erected. Both rinks were built mainly by volunteer labor. 

The blacksmith shop was closed in 1963. 

Since 1956 the general store has been owned and operated by husband 
and wife, Albert and Eileen Berry. 
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In 1957 Earl Schlemmer formed a partnership with his son, Raymond. 
They operate gravel, oil and water hauling services from their garage buildings in 
Cromer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Wooldridge operated the cafe from 1957 to 1959. 
Mrs. Glen Wooldridge served meals for several months, then the building was 
closed and later moved away. In 1964 a new cafe was opened by partners Mrs. 
George Lawrence and Mrs. R.C. Wooldridge. The business was sold in 1968 to 
partners Mrs. A. Hall and Mrs. T. Smailes. Since 1969 it has been operated 
solely by Mrs. Smailes. 

In 1960 E.W. Nylin sold the garage and Cockshutt implement dealership 
to Abe Isaac. In 1963 a modern new building was erected complete with elec
tric heat. 

Roach's Service Station closed in 1968. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Scott retired in 1968 after serving for forty-two yeras 
as postmaster. The post office was moved to the store. 

The C.N.R. closed the station in 1968 and removed the section crew in 
1969. 

The United Grain Growers moved their elevator and agent's house 
from the dying community of Butler to Cromer, in 1964. A new office was 
built and an annex added to give a total storage capacity of 93,000 bushels. 

In 1960 the Manitoba Pool Elevators built a new office. A new agent's 
resident was built in 1962. In 1963 the Cromer Association amalgamated with 
Ebor and formed the Cromer and District Association. Two steel storage bins 
were added, bringing the total storage capacity to 106,000 bushels. In 1966, 
the association celebrated its 40th anniversary. Twenty-six of the sixty-four 
original members attended celebrations. A seed cleaning plant began operations 
in 1968. 

In 1967 the Interprovincial Pipeline staff at Cromer was increased when 
the maintenance crew from Glenboro was transferred to Cromer. Their office 
and workshop was moved to the pumping station grounds on the N.E. 17-9-28_ 
The pumping station was automated and the diesel units were replaced by nine 
electric units with a total pumping capacity of just over one million barrels 
daily. There are now twelve homes occupied, with other employees living in 
Reston, Virden and Cromer village. Station Chief V. Guppy retired in 1967. 

In 1962 a new bridge was built spanning the Pipestone Creek, replacing 
the old bridge and the curved section of road where Dr. Clingan was fatally in
jured. In 1969 the old bridge was demolished. 

The spring of 1969 the village experienced the worst flood in living 
memory. It began with the spring runoff, then was aggravated by back· up wa
ter from the Pipestone Creek, held by ice jams under the railroad bridge. The 
water level remained high all spring and into the summer, causing basement wells 
to overflow. 
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Each day, the newspapers tell us that rural communities are a "thing of 
the past", but the above resume shows our village is keeping abreast of the times, 
a credit to the pioneers who settled this area, and to the sons who keep it 
flourishing. 

EBOR 
By Verna Pennycook 

Ebor has been following the trend of most small communities. Its 
population has been steadily shrinking. In April, 1960, the old brick house 
that housed the post office, burned down. New facilities were fixed up in the 
General Store, then owned by O.G. Slater. Now in 1970, so far, we still have a 
post office and store owned by Jack Thiessen. 

The biggest blow fell when the C.P.R. closed down our railroad. The 
last grain delivered here was for the 1960-61 year. Since then, the grain has 
had to be hauled to Cromer. The elevators were left full for a few years, and the 
Pool was used to clean grain. With the closing of the elevators, the Searle 
agent, W. Smith and family, moved, house and all, to Browning, Saskatchewan. 
The Pool agent, D. Maar, left, and later in the year, the house was moved to 
S_E. of Woodnorth. From October 28 to November 2 .. the C.P.R. was busy re
moving the railroad past here. Soon after, the section house was moved to 
Reston and the station to near Antler, C. Harms was the busy moving 
contractor. 

Then things settled down for awhile. The rink kept going until the 
last bonspiel in 1965. It is still used sometimes for skating. In 1964 the school 
barn and the Duncan cottage were moved away. 

Also, in 1964 there was much interest and excitement as many spec
tators watched the activities, as the Champagne Movers of St. Vital picked up 
the U.G.G. elevator from Butler and moved it past here to Cromer. 

This huge undertaking was repeated in early December 1965 when 
the Ebor Searle Elevator was lifted and moved 26 miles to a farm three miles 
west of Virden. The Pool Elevator was torn down and removed in early 1968. 

Three other items of interest during the years were the arrival of the 
dial telephone in April, 1970, the church closing and the survival of our 
school. The last service of the Ebor United Church was held November 22, 
1959 in the Ebor SchooL Since then the members attend at Cromer. 

Starting with the 1967-1968 term, the Ebor and Cromer schools 
have co-operated in sharing pupils, so that it is possible to acquire teachers. 
The smaller grades are taught in two classrooms here and the grades 4 to 8 
go to Cromer. A bus transports the pupils back and forth. 
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1957 

ELKHORN 1957- 1970 
By Mrs. Florrie Gibbs 

In June 1957 the St. Mark's Anglican Church, the first to be built in 
Elkhorn, celebrated its 70th birthday. 

On September 24 the Coultis Drilling Company was successful in bring· 
ing in an oil well on the Turbak farm, five miles west of Elkhorn. This well is 
still producing in 1970. 

The Evangelical Mennonite Church was built in 1957 in the Kola dis· 
trict. In a short time it proved much too small to accommodate the large con
gregation. The church was sold and a new building erected in 1960 with ample 
space for Sunday School classes, kitchen facilities and receptions. 

1958 
Potentially valuable deposits of potash have been discovered in the 

Elkhorn area and the exploration company involved is currently testing the 
find to see if it is of commercial value. An American firm announced that it 
planned a $20 million development of potash deposits at Ester hazy, Saskatche· 
wan. The Manitoba find could be an extension of the Saskatchewan deosits. 

WINNIPEG TRIBUNE-Field Day at Elkhorn draws a crowd of 2,000. 
More than 800 students from seven schools took part in the annual event. 

1959 
Elkhorn's new collegiate, built at a cost of $78,000, was officially 

opened providing accommodation for about 100 students. 

The Royal Purple Lodge was instituted with 25 charter members, and 
heading the new lodge was Mrs. Elaine Armstrong. 

A new community has been established by Mennonites in a region 15 
miles southeast of Elkhorn, where a new industry is rapidly being developed, 
that of producing built-to-order houses. The town of Kola came into being as a 
result of this industry. 

In 1959 a 50' x 176' building was erected to serve a double purpose, 
for it represented the joint efforts of the Elkhorn Curling Club and the Agricul
tural Society. The structure provided three sheets of curling ice in winter and 
serves as a much-needed display building for the fair in summer. 

In 1959 the congregations of the United Churches of Cromer, 
Woodnorth, Hargrave and Elkhorn amalgamated to form the Elkhorn Pastoral 
charge. Rev. R.D. Johnstone was the minister for the four-point charge. 

In November 1959 the Hon. Stewart McLean, Minister of Education, 
cut the cibbon to officially open the new Elkhorn Regional Library. This libary 
has proved to be of great service to the people of Elkhorn and district. Mrs. 
Delmar Nylin has acted as librarian until the present time. 
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1960 
The Elkhorn Foresters mark 70th Lodge anniversary. C.J. Shepherd, 

a member of the lodge for 49 years, was master of ceremonies. 

A new furniture store was opened by Gall's Furniture in the store oc
cupied by John McFerran. 

In June 1960 for the first time since 1892, Elkhorn was without a 
newspaper. With "The Mercury", in its 52nd year, Mr. B.J. Barnes, editor, an
nounced the suspension. The "Virden Empire Advance" came to the rescue 
and published the "Elkhorn Mercury" with Mrs. S.E. Gibbs the news editor. 
On the first of October 1965, the "Elkhorn Mercury", for financial reasons, 
was amalgamted with the "Virden Empire Advance". 

On July 26, Mrs. Agnes Kennedy passed away at the grand old age of 
97. 

After 36 years in garage business, Mr. Ted Gibbs retired. 

The Manitoba Department of Industry has confirmed that the Elkhorn 
Antique Automobile Museum is the largest collection of ancient cars in Canada. 
The 65 or more cars in the collection, owned by Isaac Clarkson, representing a 
lifetime hobby, were offered to the town of Elkhorn provided they establish a 
suitable building to accommodate them. A museum site was chosen on nine 
acres of land owned by L.S. McLeod on the Trans-Canada Highway. 

1961 
The ELk:horn Stadium, built in 1937, was totally destroyed by fire in 

February. None of the contents was saved. The theatre projection equipment, 
screen and seating were all destroyed. The Stadium was rebuilt and opened in 
October 1961. 

Two blizzards within 72 hours the last week of February left more 
than 21 inches of snow in Elkhorn and district. 

Golden Boy Award comes to Elkhorn. In recognition of having done 
an exceptional job in boosting Manitoba, Isaac Clarkson was honored in Brandon 
at the annual dinner of Manitoba Travel and Convention Associaiton. 

1962 
A landmark of pioneer days, the Vodden Woodwork and Harness 

Shop, built in 1903, was raised. Alf Vodden died in 1961 and his leather and 
carpentry business died with him. 

In 1962 a new addition to the Elkhorn Hospital was completed at a 
cost of $31,000. 

Also in 1962 the C.P.R. water tank was dismantled. Erected in 1928, 
the steel tank provided a very useful service in the days of steam, for every 
train, freight or passenger, stopped here for water. In the same year, the C.P.R. 
coal docks were demolished. 
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1963 
Elkhorn obtained a loan of $32,333 from the federal government's 

Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation to assist in construction of a sewage 
treatment plant here. The project cost approximately $143,500. 

Burn bank school closes down after serving for 62 years, the people of 
that district. 

Plans were being made to erect a new skating rink to replace the pres
ent rink built in l 912 and showing signs of decay. 

In 1963 Mr. John Mooney passed away at the age of 92. An outstand
ing figure in the community, Mr. Mooney operated the Mooney Drug Store 
from 1897 until his retirement in 1956. He gave over half a century of leader
ship to the United Church Choir and was interested in all phases of church 
activities. 

1964 
For the second time in three years the Arawana Crop Improvement 

Club has had the honor of winning the Bredt Trophy, which is presented by the 
Manitoba Pool Elevator Association to the club having the highest average marks 
in the province for seed plots and general activity. 

Having acquired a portion of land southeast of the C.P.R. tracks last 
spring, members of the Elkhorn Golf Club, an energetic group with President 
Fred Simpson, have worked tirelessly at cleaning up the grounds. As a result of 
their efforts, a very fine golf course was ready for use in the summer of 1964. 

A new druggist came to Elkhorn in August. Mr. Doug Manwaring pur
chased the Mooney Drug Store and he and his wife and family have taken up 
residence in the J.J. Norris home. 

Elkhorn's sewer system came into effect in August. The sewer project, 
which encountered many difficulties, owing to the high water level, was finally 
brought to a successful completion. 

William Cowan, one of the few remaining veterans of the Western Field 
Force in the 1885 Northwest Rebellion, died September 6 in Deer Lodge 
Hospital. 

1965 
A new 120,000-bushel composite elevator was erected in 1965 by the 

Manitoba Pool Elevator Association. The new elevator includes a 50,000-
bushel work house and a 70,000-bushel annex. It was officially opened 
November 3. 

Three by-laws concerning Sunday sports were all passed by voters. By
law 1 for all sports activities such as games, contests, concerts, theatrical per
formances, was favored 39 to 14. By-law 2 concerning motion pictures was 
passed 39 for and 14 against. 

1966 
A new skating rink known as the Elkhorn and District Community 
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Centre was built on the site of the previous rink. The building was constructed 
chiefly by volunteer labor and has regulation ice for hockey, heated waiting 
room and modern kitchen facilities. 

Four businesses were destroyed by fire on July 20, when flames lev
elled the oldest block in the community. The McLeod Block, built in 1880, and 
originally known as McLeod's Pioneer Store, was levelled and with it went a 
ladies' wear shop operated by Mrs. Beryl Jackson, the electrical shop operated 
by Bob Shoemaker, John Gallant's butcher shop, and a Chinese Restaurant 
operated by Charlie Tong. 

1967 
The Don Messer Show came to Elkhorn in July under the auspices of 

the Elkhorn and District Community Centre. A crowd of approximately 1,300 
persons attended the event. 

A new grocery store opened under the management of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lloyd McLeod. The new store occupies part of the block in Elkhorn's business 
section that was destroyed by fire. Their new location is on part of the original 
property where the first McLeod Pioneer Store flourished in the early days, 
owned and operated by a great uncle of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd McLeod. 

Kirkella I.O.D.E. celebrated their 50th anniversary at a dinner held in 
Elkhorn Legion Hall. 

More than 600 invitations were posted to former Elkhornites to at
tend celebrations set for July 23 - 26. William Davison, Principal of Elkhorn 
Collegiate, was head of the Centennial Committee. 

Centennial Homecoming Week was climaxed with the opening of the 
Elkhorn Car Museum by Maitland Steinkopf, Chairman of the Manitoba 
Centennial Commission. Following the opening, a Centennail Tea was held in 
the Legion Hall to honor the elderly residents of the community. 

1968 
A new Grocery and Meat Market was opened in February under the 

management of Donald Bartley. 

Archie Rural School closed at the end of the school term after 72 
years. The district has gone into consolidation with Elkhorn. Some early rec
ords show teachers received a salary of $480 per year for teaching eight grades. 

The site chosen in 1896 for a school is about 13 miles northwest of 
Elkhorn. A small group of Hutterites from the Eli Colony have taken up farm
ing in the district, having purchased 2,850 acres in the Mossgiel district. 

1969 
The harvest of 1969 will long be remembered as the year of the bumper 

crop, when farmers found themselves with thousands of bushels of grain and no 
market for their wheat. 

At Elkhorn's 76th fair there was a tremendous showing of light horses. 
In the Gymkhana alone, there were approximately 200 entries. 
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Elkhorn's Manitoba Hotel was remodelled and a new room installed 
for ladies and their escorts to accommodate 40 persons. The hotel restaurant 
was also completely remodelled. Mr. C. Myers, the manager, has done much 
to bring the hotel up to modern standards. 

Elkhorn and community lost one of its outstanding business men in 
the death of George E. Bartley on January 24, 1969. His wife, Susannah, pre
deceased him in December 13, 1968. In their 35 years here, the Bartleys had 
built up a thriving departmental store business and raised a family, all of whom 
assisted in the store at various times. Their son Bill is carrying on the Dry 
Goods store while Donald has established a grocery store of his own. 

Johnson Avery Chapple, an oldtimer of Elkhorn and well known in a 
wide area, died July 17, 1969. He was a successful farmer and an expert in 
noxious weed control. A councillor for many years in Ward II of Wallace 
Municipality, he helped to initiate the Manitoba Pool Elevators at Elkhorn and 
Cromer and also of Wallace Consumers Co-op, Virden. He was one of those 
concerned in the formation of Virden Credit Union and with Elkhorn shipping 
centre. From 1944-1964 he was assessor, enumerator and weed inspector of 
Wallace Municipality. The year 1970 was heralded in by celebrations held 
December 31 in the Community Centre. The candles on the huge birthday cake 
were blown out by Mrs. Mabel Webster and Mrs. Edith McCorkinedale. At dusk 
a bonfire, followed by a display of fireworks. A dance in each of the halls 
rounded out festivities. 

HARGRAVE 
By 

Mrs. Margaret Hitchens 
Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Carruthers 

Mr. and Mrs. James Odell 

Since the Virden Story was published in 1957, many changes have 
taken place in our community. 

Early in this century the main line of the C.P.R. was a beehive of in
dustry, but, now the only service to this community is the movement of grain. 
The station was closed in 1954 and demolished in 1964. Section 7 was amal
gamated with Elkhorn and Virden sections in Dec~mber 1968. Mr. Ro~ . 
McKinnon was the last section foreman. The sect10n house was demohshed m 
1968. 

In 1957 Ed Page, proprietor of the General Store, started collecting 
antique guns with the first one from Lorne Carruthers in a "swap" that took 
half a day. Lorne used to knock the eye out of a coyote at 200 yards. How
ever, through time, his aim is not as accurate now. The old guns hung o~ t~e 
wall and some were screwnailed to the ceiling of the store. In 196 7 a bmldmg 
was erected near the store which is known as The Half Way House Museum. 
This houses 175 weapons, some dating back to the 16th century. There are 
also numerous household articles and Indian artifacts. This museum is so well 
organized and cared for, that it is a pleasure to visit it. 

The Wallace Municipal Garage was built in 1963 to house and repair 
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municipal equipment. It was officially opened in 1964. 

In 1957 Mr. and Mrs. H. Hubley, Mr. H.C. Odell and Mr. and Mrs. L. 
Carruthers were awarded "Order of the Crocus" Pins by Elkhorn in commemo
ration of people 75 years of age living in the community. 

In 1968 Mr. H. C. Odell was presented with a "Golden Boy Award" 
honoring him for his many years of service in Municipal and Community life. 
The award was presented at the annual banquet in Winnipeg. 

Mr. Odell has been a farmer in this district for over sixty years. He 
served on Wallace Council a total of thirty-five years, retiring as Reeve in 1967. 
Two Creeks Women's Institute sponsored Mr. Odell for the award. 

The Hargrave S.D. No. 482 was consolidated with Virden Consolidated 
S.D. in January 1969, but the school closed as of June 30, 1968, and the chil
dren were transported by bus to Virden for the fall term as non-resident pupils. 
The school is now used as a community centre. 

The United Church celebrated its 60th anniversary November 2, 1969. 
Rev. J. Fargey, who was minister from 1947-1955, was guest speaker. Miss M. 
Lane, a former resident, presented flowers in honor of the pioneers. 

The Canadian Order of Foresters and the Canadian Ladies Foresters 
lodges celebrated their 6lst and 25th anniversaries in 1970. 

A high voltage hydro line was brought into Hargrave in 1960 for use 
in the elevators. That year Manitoba Pool Elevator was modernized and a new 
driveway and office built. In 1963 the high voltage line was connected with the 
United Grain Growers elevator and in 1968 the elevator was modernized with a 
new driveway and office added. 

In 1966 the post office was moved from the residence ofT. Gordon 
to the Page Store. 

Golden Weddings were celebrated by residents or former residents liv· 
ing in Virden: Mr. and Mrs. E. Hayward 1958; Mr. and Mrs. W. Bartlett 1959; 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Carruthers 1969; Mr. and Mrs. E. Down 1961; Mr. and Mrs. 
Foster Carefoot 1964; Mr. and Mrs. H. Hubley 1966; Mr. and Mrs. D.J. Reid 
1969; Mr. and Mrs. W.F. Carruthers 1970 and Mr. and Mrs. James Stinson 
1970. 

The Manitoba Telephone System purchased the Wallace Telephone 
System and installed dial service in Virden and part of Wallace Municipality 
April16, 1970. 

Mr. E. Page has put Hargrave on the map as far as the racing circuit is 
concerned. After many years of racing interests, Mr. Page started raising and 
buying racehorses at Hargrave in 1951. His first horse was G.R. CounseL This 
horse has a record of 2.06 on the New York Track and has won over $20,000. 
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One of his better known horses, which he raised and later sold an interest in to 
Mr. George Sproat, is Wallace Counsel. He has been racing since 1963 and still 
going strong with Mr. Sproat as driver. Dr. Kirk, owned by Page and Brydon, 
has done extremely well in the eastern racing circuits. Miss Baker Adios, who 
was also owned by Page and Brydon, is the fastest racing mare ever bred in 
Canada. Mr. Page was elected President of the Manitoba Great Western Racing 
Circuit in 1969, but resigned to act as judge representing the Manitoba Racing 
Commission. 

New homes have been erected in Hargrave by Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
Roach, Mr. and Mrs. A. Cullen and the United Grain Growers, which is occupied 
by their agent and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. R. Brydon. Several new homes have 
also been built on surrounding farms. 

Many changes have taken place during the years, but the same old 
community spirit prevails making it a pleasure to live here and the reason for
mer residents like to "Come Home". 

HILLSIDE, MAYVILLE AND SCARTH 
Mrs. Elsie Kenderdine 

The last decade has witnessed many changes-this is so-called "Prog
ress". It is with mixed feelings of nostalgia and regret that the older generation 
have watched the tide of events obliterate many things they had strived for many 
years to attain. 

Very few rural schools as such are in existence in this area, and with 
the closing of the schools, and the pupils being taken to Virden by bus, the dis
tricts for a time lost their identity. When they recovered from the shock of no 
longer having a school in their midst, they wisely decided to keep the commu
nity spirit alive. 

Hillside school having been built on the farm of Nelson Daniel, now 
owned by his son Wes, was retained by him for community purposes. The la
dies still have their organization and the "Little Old School House" is still the 
scene of many happy social evenings, when the neighbors meet, enjoy cards and 
dancing. Many of the old-time and almost-forgotten dances have been revived, 
and who would say they do not compete favorably with the modern dances? 

Mayville School was for many years church and centre of community 
life. The doors were finally closed in 1964. F.H. Wright, G.O. Henuset and 
Mrs. Ruth Downing were the last trustees. Ellwood Mcintosh, son of a pioneer 
family, was the last secretary-treasurer. The school was sold, and moved to Oak 
Lake Summer Resort. 

Jack Leech, son of a pioneer family, built the Alplaza Dance Hall in 
1963, just half a mile from where the school stood. Christmas concerts, dances, 
and the Agricultural Fair are held in this hall. 

The Mayville Agricultural Society was organized in 1965, under the 
ca¥Jable leadership of Hillis Moore, a newcomer to the district. 
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These fairs are held in the fall, a successful means of reviving and keep
ing the community spirit alive. Mr. Moore also organized a hockey club, this 
being the first opportunity these young people ever had to enjoy this sport. 

There is also a thriving pony club. 

Scarth Post Office was established on September 10, 1908 with John 
Shoemaker as first postmaster. The following have held office since: W. 
Crothers, John F. Harris, J.F. Beck, Sidney Prouten, W.M. Hall, Joseph Dana, 
J. Ross Sadler, Mrs. Jessie Melville, R.T. Kenderdine, Mrs. Elsie Kenderdi:ri.e and 
W. Keith Kenderdine is the present postmaster. 

Scarth School was closed in 1964. The last Board of Trustees being H. 
Lobel, P.N. Procyk, W. Riendeau, Mrs. Elsie Kenderdine, Secretary-Treasurer. 

In 1967 the districts of Hillside, Mayville, Scarth and part of Lambton 
formed the Scarth Community Centre. They purchased the Scarth School and 
grounds for community activities, adding a modern kitchen to the school. The 
Scarth Community Centre and Scarth Homemakers Club have been responsible 
for many enjoyable social functions. The Community Centre for card parties 
and dances through the winter months, with one event each winter for the chl
dren, this being either snowmobile or toboggan rides. This year the day termi
nated with a hot pot luck supper for everyone in the community. This proved 
a most enjoyable venture and an old-fashioned neighborhood gathering. These 
organizations also take care of showers and cater to wedding receptions. 

The Homemakers have a Spring and Fall Tea and Bake Sale. The pro
ceeds of these going to local organizations and other charities. 

Scarth Curling Club is also very active during the curling season. Al
though there is only one sheet of ice, they have bonspiels and many hard-fought 
games are played. They also have a one-day bonspiel for the children with prizes 
and free treats for all. Their Centennial Project is a new waiting room and open
air skating area. They also sponsor a broom ball team. 

Much credit is due Jim Wright and Marc Berthelet, the faithful ball 
players and supporters for the many league games played during the ball season. 

One of the noteworthy events in 1970 was the fifty-seventh wedding 
anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. A.W. Smith, long-time residents of this area, now 
living retired in Scarth. They are keenly interested and wonderful supporters 
of any community enterprise. Mr. Smith is well known for his large and boun
teous garden. 

This resume would be incomplete without mention of the descendants 
of the early pioneers, who still in many instances, reside on the original family 
farm. Namely: Goldie Croft, Marcel and John Gonty and Rosine Riendeau, 
Clarence Lennon, Ivan Wilson, Bert Roe, Watt Hagen, Ellwood Mcintosh, John 
Lansing, Ed Wright, Wes Daniel, and Norris Johnston, who have each in their 
own way proved themselves good neighbors and citizens. 

In later years, families who have established homes and are an asset to 
the community are the Downings, Fridds, Steeles, Kernels, G.O. Henuset, 
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Moores, Jack Lansing, Corys, Labels, Procyks, Pies, Judds, Fosty, Janzens, 
George Chapman, Leo Gabrielle, Doug Wardman, W. Riendeau, G. Sparwood, 
A. Renard, R. Debaar. 

JOSLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
By Mrs. Aubrey Paul 

As the province of Manitoba celebrates its lOOth birthday, it is only 
fitting to note the changes that have taken place in our district since 1957. 

Harmsworth, the hub centre of our community since the building of 
the railroad, underwent a great change. The post office, built by Mr. Carl 
Winkler in the early 1900's, continued to serve our community untill960. At 
this time, his son, Alex, was the postmaster. An elevator and a blacksmith 
shop was also operated by Mr. Alex Winkler who followed for a time in his fa
ther's foostps. Mr. and Mrs. Winkler are at present living on Thetes Island, 
British Columbia where Mr. Winkler is teaching school. 

Mr. Jim Henderson succeeded Mr. Winkler as elevator agent. He held 
this position unill962 when the elevator was closed. Later, Mr. Jim Nichol 
purchased the elevator. It still stands at Harmsworth as one of the landmarks 
of our district. 

The system of education brought further changes. "The little red 
schoolhouse" has become a thing of the past. Following the trend of moving 
to larger centres, Joslin School was closed in l 963. Beginning in the fall term, 
the pupils were transported to Virden Consolidated Schools. 

The first school was a stone structure built in 1887. It was torn down 
and a new school was built in 1912. Mr. Don Collier purchased the school and 
it is now known as the Forester's Hall. Many social activities of the district are 
held in this hall. 

Many of the pioneers have passed on. Some of their descendants re
main in the district, while others have gone further afield to different walks of 
life. 

The most recent change is the telephone system. The Wallace Tele
pohone System was taken over by the Manitoba Telephone System on Aprill6. 
Dial telephones came into operation in the Virden area. The operators are to 
be commended for their faithful services. 

Many people in the district continue to worship at Wallace United 
Church. Some participate in teaching Sunday School. 

To our pioneers and those who have gone before, we are greatly in
debted. Their courage and perseverance have set an example for us to follow in 
order that we may leave behind a heritage worthy of them. 
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KOLA 
By Mr. Frank Dueck 

The following people moved into Butler area, 1956; Mr. and Mrs. 
Jake F. Dueck and family; Mr. and Mrs. Frank K. Dueck and family; Mr. and 
Mrs. Cornie Harms and family. 

All these families came from Morris, Manitoba, and settled in the Kola 
and Arawana School Districts. Mr. J.F. Dueck bought land from Joe Smith. 
They later sold to Jake H. Klassen. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Dueck and family 
moved to D.A. Duncan's farm in the Arawana School District but later in 1961 
moved to Kola School District and are presently living there. Mr. and Mrs. 
Cornie Harms and family bought Leo Rex's farm. 

Some time in January 1957, the old Kola School burned down. 
Classes were held in the J.F. Dueck's building until spring. A new school was 
built on its present site in the summer of 1957. 

Until the year 1957 the new settlers had church services in their homes. 
Several more settlers were moving in and a church was built, beginning its first 
foundation on October 30, 1957. The people of Heron School District assisted 
in the construction of this essential building which later was sold to them, when 
the present church building was constructed. As the basement of the new 
church was ready in 1960, we moved into this new basement for services in 
1961. Later in February, we finished the upstairs of the church and moved up 
March 1963, the Rev. Art Neufeld being our new pastor and D. E. Plett, our 
deacon. The church attendance presently averages 170 with many young peo
ple present. 

In 1958-59 the following people were involved in construction busi
ness in Kola: Mr. Cornie Harms, Art Neufeld and Herb Penner. 

In 1958 several houses were built and in 1959 the Penner Lumber· 
Company established their first Lumber Yard. Cor Harms with a fine line of 
equipment moved these homes to their permanent sites until he sold to Larry 
Plett who later with his brother Wally formed the Kola Building Movers. 

In 1959 Mr.and Mrs. Jake Kornelsen moved into Kola and started a 
plumbing, heating and electrical business. 

In 1962 Pete and Levi Klassen moved in with their families from 
Steinbach area. Then three new companies were formed: ( l) Neufeld & 
Klassen 1962-1964, (2) A Neufeld Construction Company, (3) Klassen 
Builders. These three construction companies built and sold approximately 40 
homes, M. Kroeker being the professional painter for these companies. In 1963 
Mr. Levi Klassen started a garage. He also handles Allis-Chalmers line of farm 
equipment. 

In 1961 Mr. Jake Giesbrecht came from Carman and established the 
company known as the Built-Rite Company. Mr. Giesbrecht, a well-loved and 
respected person of this district, passed away in the winter of 1970. 
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Penner & Company are presently in full-time commercial construc
tion. Their biggest job to date is at Norway House, Manitoba, being well over a 
million dollar project. 

Another project, however, and the largest for Kola, is the proposed 
Feed Mill and Farm Centre of $184,000 which will greatly improve and boost 
the livestock and farming industries. This mill is to be equipped with the most 
up-to-date machinery available and should supply work for many of our young 
people. 

A store was built by Mrs. Ruth Robertson and the present post office 
was officially authorized. In 1962 the hamlet received its name of Kola. Since 
1967 Mr. and Mrs. Menno Reimer of Steinbach are the proprietors of the store 
and post office serving the district. 

Our community has created new industries and helped to give employ
ment to our young people. We appreciate the help and co-operation we have 
received from Virden and surrounding areas. Let us go forward together with 
high spirits in this our Centennial Year. 

LAGGAN DISTRICT 
Ken Macdonald and Carl Wedow 

Of the first settlers in the Laggan Community (formerly known as 
Daybreak) only a few descendants remain in the district. They are Carl Wedow, 
Harvey Macdonald, Ken Macdonald and Duncan Macdonald, all grandsons of 
settlers in this area before 1883. 

Carl Wedow, the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Milburn and the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charlie Wedow, was councillor of Pipestone Municipality from 1957-
1960 and reeve from 1960 to the present time. 

Kenneth W. Macdonald, grandson of William and Margaret Macdonald 
(Sr.), is the only person in Laggan district still living on an original family farm 
homestead, the homestead from which the district has taken its name. 

Duncan Macdonald is the grandson of William and Margaret Macdon
ald (Sr.). He is president of the Virden Athletic Association at the present time. 
Both Duncan and his wife Bernice play a very active part in Virden community 
life and in St. Paul's United Church. Bernice is presently the leader of St. Paul's 
Choir. Duncan was for many years, chairman of the St. Paul's Steward Board, 
and now a member of Session. 

Harvey Macdonald is also a grandson of William and Margaret 
Macdonald (Sr.) and son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Macdonald. 

The people of Laggan district are making plans for a Centennial 
Homecoming of Daybreak and Laggan districts at a picnic on the original 
church and school property on August 5, 1970. 

The ladies of the Laggan district still have their Laggan Ladies' Com
munity Club. This club has nine members. Their president is Mrs. Keith 
Slimmons. 
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Kenneth Horn, who is a grandson of Mr. and Mrs. W.T. Horn, is Vice
President of Virden Fair Board. For the last five years he has shown six-horse 
draft Clydesdale hitches at fairs. He drove an eight-horse hitch at Brandon 
Provincial Winter Fair, 1970. He has also shown horses at Toronto Royal in 
past years. 

The Laggan Church was closed in 1960. The last minister was Mr. 
Dometrios Protopsaltis. The church building, in 1963, was sold to William 
Macdonald (Jr.) for a house. 

The Laggan School was closed in 1964. The last teacher was Miss Jean 
Black. This building was sold to Clarence Boon to be used as a garage. 

Community life in Laggan is now largely integrated with Virden. 

MAPLES ELEVATOR AND DISTRICT 
By 

Mrs. Jessie Lawrence 
Mrs. H. Chapman 
Mrs. Reid Horn 

The Maples Pool Elevator was built in 1928 beside the Maples siding. 
It is situated on the southeast corner of Sec. 4·10-26, this farm was named 
"The Maples" by the original owner, Colonel E.A.C. Hosmer, so this is where 
the elevator, district and siding received the name "Maples". The homestead 
is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. C. Chapman. The first board of directors were 
President William McDonald, Vice-President Fred Madill, Secretary-Treasurer 
K.A. Cappie (served in this capacity for 23 years). Directors A.L. Insley, Bert 
Wright, C. Kerr, D. Giles and J. Madge (the only living member now residing 
in Victoria). The elevator agent at this time was Roy Green. 

In June of 1964 the board was President Rob. Cappie, Vice-President 
Harry Chapman, Secretary-Treasurer Peter Procyk, Directors: George 
Chapman, Oswald Perrin, John Jansen and Ken Horn. They decided to move 
the elevator to Virden because of the decision of the C.N.R. to abandon the 
Hartney to Virden line, which would leave the elevator without transportation 
of its grain. This was the first elevator to be moved in all of Manitoba and 
southeastern Saskatchewan. A Winnipeg firm by the name of "Champayne" 
contracted for the moving. On July 18, it was moved out to 83 Highway, just 
south of W.A. Lawrence farm now owned by David Wolfe. It remained there 
all day Sunday and on July 20 moved up 83 Highway and 'turned onto the 
Maryfield Road at the White Owl Cafe corner, then to its present site beside 
the C.P.R. tracks in Virden. Local contractor Wes Anderson supplied the 
stones and earth for the foundation of the elevator. Renovations were made 
and an annex was built to the elevator and all painted white. A new lift and 
weigh scales were installed, and an office added. The elevator is electrically 
equipped throughout and considered to be one of the most modern. It was 
ready for the agent, Mr. Isaac Quiring, to buy grain that fall. 

A new house had been built by the elevator board, but as it could not 
be moved into Virden, was sold to Glen McLean of Hargrave and the Bruce 
Taylor house was bought for the agent and his fmaily. From the time the ele-
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vator was built, there has been 3,596,418 bushels of grain handled up to August 
1970. In the same period of time, dividends to the amount of $91,108.73 have 
been paid out. There have been 259 permit holders, some deceased and others 
moved away; at the present time there are 50 permit holders. The present 
board, President John Pic, Vice-President, John Hanzen, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Rob Cappie. Directors are John Sproat, Ken Horn, Dave Judd, J.B. Wright, 
George Chapman and the agent is Mr. M. Mullett. 

A ladies' organization was formed in 1954, named The Maples Young 
People's Society, and is now called the Maple Society, with a membership of eight
een. Monthly meetings are held in the members' homes to plan ways of raising 
funds for charitable and community purposes and to enjoy a social hour. The 
society from time to time holds bake sales, bazaars, teas and dances to provide 
funds for such worthy causes as Cancer Research Fund, March of Dimes, 
Red Cross, Virden Rest Room, Cemetery Care, Fair Board, Children's Aid 
Society, Scholarship for Grade VIII. A room was furnished in the Merry 
Manor. The officers for 1970 are as follows: President, Margaret Gee, Secre
tary, Irene Clark, Sewing Committee, Karleen Chapman. Sick Committee
Grace Houk and Nan Clark. 

There have been a few changes in the district since 195 7, some of 
the older farmers have moved into Virden and the sons have taken over the 
family farms. New families have moved in, so we have new members joining 
the society. 

MONTGOMERY DISTRICT 
By Mrs. George Moir 

As this is Manitoba's Centennial year, it is an appropriate time to add 
to our "VIRDEN STORY". Since 1957 there have been many changes in our 
district. Some of our pioneers have passed on to their reward; some have re
tired to Virden to make their home. Many farms have changed hands, only a 
few remaining in the family-third generation of original settlers. 

Wallace United Church is open for services during the summer months 
as part of Virden charge. Sunday school is a very important section of our 
community life. 

The "Red Star" barn, known for miles around during the '30's, when 
such famous orchestras as "The Silver-Tone Seven", drew crowds of over seven 
hundred, was last used as a dance hall in 1968 under the sponsorship of the 
Virden B.P.O.E. 

A major part of the district's economy is connected with the oil in
dustry. In North Scallion field, there are 237 producing wells, 164 of these in 
the unit serviced by Chevron Standard Ltd. These wells were unitized August l, 
1962. Flooding commenced December 2, 1962. This increased production 
from some 3,000 barrels a day to 7,400 barrels today. There are 42 injection 
wells, one salt water disposal well, and two salt water supply wells for this unit. 
These last two wells are on the Archie Campbell farm. 
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Harmsworth rink, as it was known, on the Nichol farm, has not been 
in use for several years, but stands as a reminder of many hours enjoyment of 
the "roaring game". Good roads and cars have made town seem so much closer, 
community life has not the same needs as it once had for another generation. 

Our school was closed June 1965 after eighty years. A list of teachers 
from its opening in January 1885, will no doubt bring back many memories to 
a number of former pupils. 

216 

1885 
1886 
1887 

1888 
1889 
Jan. 1890- June 1892 
June 1892- Dec. 1894 
1895 and 1896 
Jan. 1897- June 1901 
June - Dec. 1901 
1902-1902 
1904 
1905 
1906 

1907- June 1908 
1908-1909 
1909-1910 
1910-1911 
1911-1913 
1913- Dec. 1914 
1915-1917 
1918 
1919 

Jan. - June 1920 
1920-1922 
1922-1923 
1923-1924 
1924-1925 
1925-1926 
1926-1927 
1927-1930 
1930-Feb. 1932 
1932 

1933-June 1935 
1935-1937 

1937-1938 
1938-1940 
1940-1942 
1942-1943 

Maggie Jones 
Nellie Elliott 
Lizzie A. Schultis, 

married James Montgomery 
Mary Steele and Alfred B. Stewart 
Anne R. Lang and Jennie Finn 
John Wesley Peters 
Thomas B. Green 
Hattie Andrews 
William Houston 
M.E. Montgomery 
H. Louise Proutt 
W. Rogers 
Nellie M. Emmond 
Maude Carmichael, married 

James Elder 
RoseL. Collins, married Wm. Lang 
Mary F. Beattie 
Margaret Mackay 
Jean Rothnie 
R. Mary Dodds 
Isabella Lea, married Lyman Tapp 
Leta McFarland 
A. Merle Titmus 
Merle Norsworthy, 

Elva E. McPhadgen 
H.H. McKeen 
Violet M. Moir 
Nora E. Davidson 
Bertha Renwick 
Violet M. Moir 
Nellie M. Gable 
Nevada Mattick 
Ada P. Herkes 
Mrs. Maude Mountain 
Ada Heritage, Agnes Bannerman, 

Miss Swartzman 
Ethel G. Stewart 
Dora A. Vincent, married 

George Stewart 
Margaret E. Montgomery 
Shirley Johnson 
Jennie Bonner 
Grace Williams 
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1943-1944 
1944-1945 
1945-1946 

1946-1947 
1947-1948 
1948-1949 

1949-1951 
1951-1952 
1952-1957 

1957-1958 

1958-1959 
1959-1961 
1962-June 1965 

Margery Bees and Mrs. G. Croy 
Ina Smith 
Marjorie Wilson and 

William Davison 
Otto Parlette 
Florence Twigg 
Marjorie Kinnaird, married 

Tom Tapp 
Florence Twigg 
Jeneva Wood 
Charlotte Wilson, married 

Wallace Gabrielle 
Shirlvey Ivey, Mrs. A. Paul, Mrs. 

Harkness, Mrs. Cameron 
Mrs. Scramsted 
Mrs. Diane Ray, Mrs. A. Paul 
Mrs. T. Tapp 

In 1967 the C.O.F. Court of Elms, took over the school and is known 
as the Forester's Hall. It is used as a community centre as well as for lodge 
purposes. 

The latest sign of progress was the installation of dial phones which 
came into use April16, 1970. The friendly voices of the operators filled a 
need in time of emergency that no dial phone will ever be able to equal. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to the pioneers for their fortitude and 
courage for the privileges we enjoy today. Their courage provides an example 
for us to maintain the high standards which made our community what it is 
today. 

OAK LAKE 
By 

Mrs. J. McQuarrie 
Mrs. Wilfred G. Smith 

The town of Oak Lake was named after the Lake which lies about 
eight miles to the southwest. At the time of its incorporation in 1907, it was a 
busy, thriving place. Situated in the midst of a good mixed farming area, and 
with Leitch Bros. Flour Mill and Office giving work to a large body of men and 
women, it showed promise of becoming a place of importance. Mr. Robin L. 
Hood was the first mayor. With the removal of the mill, however, the popula
tion decreased noticeably, with resulting loss of business. Farming and the 
raising of livestock are now the main sources of income in the area surrounding 
the town. The two elevators and annex belong to the Pool members of 
Manitoba, with the head office in Winnipeg. The peak year for the elevators 
was reached in 1962 when 350,000 bushels were handled. The quotas were 
wide open following the dry year of 1961, when the surplus was used up. Any
where from 250,000 to 300,000 bushels has been handled every year since 
that time, with 260,000 in 1969. This includes wheat, barley, oats and flax. 
Most of the wheat comes from north of town, especially in later years, since the 
lighter land is now better adapted to rye, clover, oats or flax. 
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There are two general stores, one of them a Consumers' Co-operative, 
a Groceteria, and a hardware store. The hotel and motel are both government
approved, providing splendid accommodation for travellers. The hotel is 
equipped with a good restaurant under separate management. The Gulf Service 
Garage on Number 1 highway houses the Bus Depot with a comfortable and 
well-managed restaurant. Two other garages on No. 1 and one on Main Street, 
bring service stations for the needy traveller, and his car, up to four. A busy 
machine shop, a lumber yard, and an implement agency round out the chief 
business places. The only industry, an establishment for the manufacture of 
cattle oilers, is owned and operated by Mr. J.W. Lewis. Three days each week 
banking facilities are open, operated as an extension service of the Brandon 
branch of the Bank of Montreal. 

Among the four churches now holding services in the vicintiy, there 
has always been a remarkable unanimity. For some time before church union 
took place in 1925, the Methodist and Presbyterian congregations were for all 
practical purposes united, and the years 1960-67 saw progressive co-operation 
between the Anglican and United Churches under the ministries of Rev. Heald 
and Rev. Wenstob. In 1945, 1967 and again in 1970, as well as on two succes
sive Easters, Anglicans, Mennonites, Catholics, Indian and United Church peo
ple have gathered in inspiring inter-faith services. 

The importance of the school has always been acknowledged in this 
town, and Oakwood School, with its enviable record, was the source of great 
satisfaction and pride. During the fifty years from 1916 to 1968, it was under 
the principalships of only four men: Mr. English for eight years, Mr. Pearce 
for two years, Mr. Stokes for seven years, and Mr. Heapy for thirty-three 
years. Going even farther back, names like Mr. Lang and Mr. Boyd are still re
membered with pride and affection. Two other staff members served long and 
faithfully. Mrs. Waite taught the higher elementary grades for twenty-six years, 
during which time the school was greatly enriched by her musical and artistic 
ability. Mrs. Phillips is a product of Oakwood, who came back to her home 
town, and for thirty-six years gave unstintingly of her great ability as a primary 
teacher. On August 15, 1965, a very special afternoon was set aside to honor 
Mrs. Phillips. The Kenton Band was in attendance. The Hon. Walter Dinsdale, 
v.•ith his wife and family, gave special musical numbers and an address was given 
by a former pupil, Mr. James Parrot, now Dr. Parrot. 

During Mr. Heapy's years as principal, the scope of Oakwood's influ
ence broadened considerably. For years this school served pupils from fourteen 
rural districts and in order that five of these might get their grants, separate rec
ords had to be kept for them. The first Grade XII students graduated in 1954. 
By 1961, when the Collegiate was built, Oakwood was overflowing. With 
space for only six rooms, it was necessary to crowd in eight. The total enrol
ment was over two hundred, wtih ninety-two in the high school. The Colle
giate opened the September of 1961. The next summer on July 28 and 29, a 
reunion of Mr. Heapy's students was held. From far and near they gathered, 
three hundred and thirty-five young people came to do honor to the teacher 
whom they loved and respected. Starting in the morning with a parade, 
speeches and the presentation of a framed citation to Mr. Heapy, the afternoon 
was given over to sports and the renewing of old friendships. In the evening, stu
dents and families gathered at the Collegiate for the presentation to Mr. and 
Mrs. Heapy of an European trip. The presentation was made by Mr. Truman 
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Philips, who had been a student in Grade IX when Mr. Heapy first came to 
Oak Lake. The next day being Sunday, a community service was held and ad
dressed by a former student, Mr. Maurice Strong. Mr. Heapy retired in 1966. 
In that year also, the remaining country schools were closed and consolidation 
became a fact in Oak Lake. 

The Indian children first came to Oakwood in 1963. With the building 
of the Assiniboine School, by the Department of Indians Affairs in 1968, 
Oakwood was closed. Already, the Assiniboine is filled to overflowing, so that 
it has been necessary to provide two more classrooms. In 1968, also the 
Grades X, XI and XII were moved to Virden and the Collegiate became a 
Junior High School. 

Since early days, the Oak Lake Fair has been a well-attended and suc
cessful event of the summer, and fosters a strong community spirit. Prior to the 
organizing of the 4-H beef clubs, calf and swine clubs were competently handled 
by experienced men: Mr. J.H. Talton, Mr. George Gordon and Mr. William 
Borthwick. The 4-H Beef Club came into being about 1949 or 1950. The help 
it has been to our young farmers is invaluable. Good leaders and co-operative 
learners produced splendid clubs. Oak Lake has had its share of champions at 
the fall rally of ten to twelve clubs held in Virden. 

In the fall of 1957, the Oak Lake Agricultural Society sponsored a 4-H 
Sewing Club with 43 members under the direction of Mrs. Allan Scott. It was 
so successful that it has been re-organized every year since that time, with an 
average of approximately 40 members. In 1962 this was expanded to include a 
foods project, and in 1963 the whole program was revised and changed to 4-H 
Home Economics Clubs, Home Design and Handicraft projects were added. In 
1969, photography, a new and interesting project was included. 

Through the years, many members brought honor to the club by win
ning awards, such as trips to National4-H Conference in Ottawa and Toronto, 
Leadership Conference in Winnipeg and Brandon, and in demonstrations. Some 
of the leaders have been awarded the "Know Manitoba Better" tour. This is a 
bus tour of the province, to acquaint leaders with industries of the province, and 
a chance to get new ideas from other leaders. 

In 1963 a large community centre was built on the fair grounds. As 
well as giving space for exhibits during the fair, this building, during the winter 
months, houses three sheets of curling ice. Space is provided for banquets, lec
tures, 4-H work, study groups, etc., with an excellent kitchen ready to go into 
use. The 78th fair was held in 1969, complete with parade at 10 a.m. Under 
the capable management of good fair boards, successful, well-attended fairs, 
with keen competition have been the rule. Of late years, gymkhanas are gain
ing in popularity. Oak Lake Agricultural Society was a member of the Manitoba 
Gymkhana and Rodeo Association in 1969. 

July l has been Sports Day in Oak Lakes for years, with morning pa
rades, ball teams and sports for young and old. The dates, of course, changed 
and the Sports Day turned into ball tournaments, but the interest is still there. 

Curling has been a strong competitive sport in Oak Lake and district 
for many years. It moved from the old curling rink to the new Community 
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Centre in 1963, with three sheets of ice and all the modern facilities. Bonspiels 
are very popular. 

Hockey is on the Minor Level in Oak Lake, as the men's intermediate 
teams of the past no longer exist in many of the small towns. The Oak Lake 
Minor Hockey Club is the sole club functioning now, and since 1957, has had 
five of its native sons play in the Manitoba Junior Hockey League, and one 
stand in, in the ranks of the National Hockey League. With twenty-five play
ers yearly in the club, this is an incredible feat. 

The last men's Baseball club was in 1962, and with the entry of the 
Virden Oilers in the Manitoba Senior League, many of the players played with 
Virden for a few years. Around this time, the Fastball club organized and 
played a few years in the Brandon and District Fastball League with good suc
cess. Soccer was well accepted after being introduced in the high school by 
Mr. Simpkin in 1966. Oak Lake represented Fort la Bosse School Division in 
provincial playdowns twice. 

Golfing is a popular sport and Oak Lake's nice nine-hole course draws 
a great number of golfers from the surrounding areas. 

The Figure Skating club, organized in 1964, has a large membership. 
Regular lessons are given all winter and an Ice Revue is held in March. 

The Ladies' Softball club has not functioned of late, but with an ex
cellent Tennis Court on the high school grounds, considerable interest is shown 
in that lively sport. "We are indebted to Ray Larway for the above sports 
review." 

Of great interest and an asset to Oak Lake is the Bird Sancutary. In 
1935 Manitoba Ducks Unlimited was organized with B.W. Cartwright as chief 
biologist. Seven thousand acres of marshland south of the lake was purchased 
by the provincial government and is now known as a game bird refuge. A sign, 
south of the Island cottage area, points the way. A major effort is being made 
to propagate the Canada goose in this area and results have been most gratify
ing. Around 1965 two hundred young birds taken from Wascana Goose Project 
in Regina were placed in the marsh. Last year, 1 969, thirty nests were located. 
It is interesting to note that, where the young geese grow up, there they will 
return the following year to find their life-long mate, but not until the next 
spring do they nest and rear their young. 

Oak Lake marsh is considered one of the best bird sanctuaries in 
Manitoba, with so many species, common and uncommon. The black crowned 
night heron, ring-billed gull and common tern are all found in flocks at this 
game bird refuge. Is it possible that some day the trumper swan may be 
introduced? 

Much credit is due Mr. Herman Battersby, a natural bird lover, who 
lives near the marsh and has encouraged this project. 

In August, 1964, a dam on the southeast side of the lake was com
pleted. Constructed under the ARDA program with federal aid, it now con
trols the level of the lake and assures sufficient water in the marshland for the 
bird sanctuary. 
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The Island, on the lake's eastern show, has always been a favorite sum
mer camping and resort area and cottages line its lovely roadways. On the 
north shore, the Cherry Bluff area is being developed by the government. 
Though bare as yet, evergreens have been planted and cottages are springing up. 
No doubt future generations will long enjoy its excellent beach. 

PACIFIC DISTRICT 
By Elfrieda Pollock 

This area was not included in the 1957 report (The Virden Story) 

Among the first Pacific residents were Andrew Pollock and John Kerr 
who left Glasgow, Scotland, early in the spring of 1881, looking for adventure 
and eventually homesteads. They arrived on August 1, travelling by steamboat 
on the Assiniboine, the boat drawing often to the river bank for a fresh supply 
of wood, piled ready to enable it to continue on its journey. 

They located on 4-11-26 and in 1888 were married respectively to 
Jane Patterson and Mary White, niece and aunt who had arrived from Scotland 
in 1882. They farmed side by side until 1900 when Mrs. Kary Kerr died. Mr. 
Kerr then left for Africa. He later returned to the farm with his second wife, 
the former Miss Lizzie Paul, leaving again in 1912 for Saskatoon. The Pollock 
farm is now being run by W. Don Pollock, son of William J. Pollock, whore
tired to Virden in 1951. 

Pacific School became a reality early in 1903. The first secretary
treasurer was Mr. Thomas Jeffrey followed in turn by Messrs. George Carefoot, 
Alexander Fergusson, Andrew Pollock, Frank Carefoot and W.J. Pollock who 
held the position until he left the farm, when Mrs. E.A. Sawyer carried on until 
the school closed in 1965. Then the school was moved to its present site in 
Virden, where it is now being used as a youth training centre. 

Mrs. Ed Down, the former Hattie Carefoot, was one of the early pupils 
beginning school in 1903 to the first teacher, Miss Millie Farr, who married Mr. 
Andrew Grant of Virden. They later moved to Stoughton, Saskatchewan. The 
last of the many teachers was Mrs. Bickford. Many church services, Sunday 
school sessions, entertainments and happy dances were held in the school. 
Pacific was abundantly blessed with musical families, the Metcalfs, the Englishes 
and the Stephensons, all of whom added much to the social life of the commu
nity. Regular dances were held with Ted Jenner and the Metcalf orchestra sup
plying the music. Mr. R. Metcalf acted as master of ceremonies, keeping things 
in order, but always enjoyable. These were happy times long to be 
remembered. 

In 1911 the Pacific Hospital Auxiliary was formed. The first officers 
were President, Mrs. A. Pollock; 1st Vice-President, Mrs. A.L. Insley, Secretary, 
Mrs. J.F. Hayhes, Treasurer Mrs. Fred Anderson, Work Secretary Mrs. J. Lane. 
Much good work was done. A bed was maintained until the new hospital was 
built. During the last few years the members changed their name to "The 
Pacific Willing Workers". The present President is Mrs. J. Tyson and Secretary
Treasurer Mrs. Earle Blackshaw. Their aim is to help any good and worthwhile 
project. 
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Among the old-time residents are names always to be remembered: 
Mrs. Willis and son, and the Graham brothers were very early ( 1880) settlers. 
Mr. Lane (Grandfather to Miss Myrtle Lane and Mrs. Jean Gardner) arrived in 
1890 from the Montgomery district as did the George Carefoot family. Other 
early settlers were Mr. John Haw, 1898; Mr. Elmer English, 1890, T.A. Cars
cadden, 1898; Mr. J.A. Blakeman, 1892; Mr. A.W. Ivey from Griswold in 1900; 
the Cullan family-1898; Mr. Murray and the Anderson family-1890. The 
Cusack family arrived early in the 1900's. The Crossman family too will be 
remembered by the old-timers, few of whom are with us now. 

Probably the longest time resident is Mrs. R.A. Gardner (the former 
Nellie Ivey) who lives on the family farm with her son Donald, the farm from 
which Pacific School was moved. 

PIPESTONE, IVlANITOBA 
By Mrs. Stanley Campion 

1957. At this time, Pipestone was a thriving village with a resident doc
tor, a drug store, two hardwares, two general stores, a church, three-room 
school, two garages, two elevators, a hotel, pool room and two barber shops, 
two halls, several implement dealers, and repair shops, post office, two-sheet 
curling rink and outdoor skating rink. 

In April, 196 7 a decision was made to build a skating rink with ice 
surface 60 x 160 feet. This became a reality in a well-built quonset-style build
ing, and the first annual carnival to be held in the new rink was on March 16, 
1959. 

In 1962 the drug store was closed due to the ill health of the owner 
and druggist, Dr. J.W. Cairns. By this time, one hardware had closed and a bar
ber shop. The old drug store is presently owned by Ed. Milligan and has been 

remodelled for living accommodation. In 1969 the hotel was renovated and a 
mixed drinking parlor opened. 

Business places in operation in 1970 are as follows: 

Co-op General Store, Miss G. Nicholson, managere:>s. (Formerly the 
MacNicol General Store.) 

Hardware-Mr. E. Gemmill owner and operator. (Formerly Hugh 
Mel ntyre store) 
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Barber shop-Fred Misener-Owner and operator 
Pool Elevator-Mr. Ed Foote operator and agent 
U.G.G. Elevator-Reg Yeo operator and agent 
Post Office-Dave Greenlay postmaster 
Beauty Parlor-Mrs. Joe Charles, owner and operator 
Garage-J. Stevens proprietor 
Road building and excavation equipment-Henry Atchison 

Other public places that serve are: 
Three-room school 
United Church 
Memorial Hall 

Skating rink 
Curling Rink 
Legion Hall 
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South West Manitoba Cattle Feeders Association Stock Yards and 
selling facilities. 

Trans:>ortation 
On May 18, 1958 passenger service on the C.P.R. through Pipestone 

was cancelled. Bus service has taken its place. 

On September 30, 1957 all mails between Regina and Winnipeg 
through Pipestone were no longer carried by train. Trucks have taken over 
that duty entirely. The C.P.R. station was built soon after the arriving of the 
steel in 1892 and was closed in 1968. Mr. Allan Smith being the last agent 
here. The building was sold to Mr. R. Perreault and was torn down during the 
winter of 1969-1970. 

The section foreman's house was sold by the C.P.R. to Mr. Ed Foote 
in 1969 and moved from the C.P.R. property, to a lot in the village. 

Dr. J.W. Cairns 
Dr. J.W. Cairns served the Pipestone district including the Oak Lake 

Indian Reservation a few miles north of town, from 1915 until 1962 when his 
health failed, and he and his wife moved to Brandon. He was forced to spend 
some years in the Assiniboine Hospital there. He passed away September 10, 
1967, at the age of 86. He was truly a pioneer doctor in a rural community 
and never refused to answer a call. He was also a coroner for this district for a 
number of years. 

Pipestone United Church 
During a period of years, and including some of the '50's, the Pipestone 

congregation was under the guidance of student ministers, with the Reston or
dained minister being the overseeing pastor. 

In December of 1957 Rev. Sparling of Virden chaired a meeting in the 
Pipestone church when the question of the extension of the Reston-Hillview 
charge to include Pipestone was presented. Rev. Sparling read the motion of 
the Presbytery regarding the question, and pointed out the shortage of minis
ters forced amalgamation of fields to overcome this state of affairs. 

After the congregations involved considered the question, several more 
meetings were held, chaired by Rev. Sparling. In January, 1958, our amalgama
tion with the Reston-Hillview charge was finalized. 

The first minister under amalgamation was Rev. J. Ross. 

In 1963 our church observed its 70th anniversary, Rev. K.B. Clarkson, 
a former student minister, was guest speaker. Rev. K. Howard was residing 
minister. 

In 1968 the 75th anniversary was held, Rev. H. Dykman being the re
siding minister, and Rev. Frank Armstrong of Winnipeg, guest speaker. In 
Centennial year, 1967, a special ecumenical service was held on July 9, and is 
being planned for Manitoba's Centennial for July 5, 1970. In 1969 Rev. E. 
Schurman became our minister. Under the terms of amalgamation, all minis
ters will reside in Reston. The Pipestone Manse was sold to J. Stevens. 
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We proudly claim Miss May McLachlan, retired missionary to Japan, 
as "ours", and have a "May McLachlan Fund" that both Sunday School pupils 
and the U.C.W. contribute to each year to help carry on the wonderful work 
she began and lived for in Japan. 

Women's Church Organizations 
1957- At this time the church women were organized as Young 

Women's Association (Y.W.A.) and Women's Federation (W.F.) (an amalgama
tion of the Women's Association and The Women's Missionary Society). The 
work of the two was carried out by raising funds by various means, and sup
porting and studying missions. Thank offering services were held spring and fall. 

In 1962, with the rest of Canada, these two organizations were united 
under the name United Church Women (U.C.W.) with an afternoon unit for the 
older ladies and an evening unit for the young mothers. The first President of 
the General U.C.W. was Mrs. S. Campion, First Secretary, Mrs. C. Forke and first 
treasurer, Mrs. A. Wright. Later the units dissolved, due to lack of leadership 
and in 1968, one general meeting a month was held, and remains so. 

Other Orgnizations Active 
The Women's Auxiliary to the R.C.L. has been active for years and 

still is. The men carry on too, but with fewer members. 
Men's Curling 4-H groups 
Ladies' Curling Grandmothers Club, with one 
Figure Skating meeting a year 
Streamliners 

South-West Manitoba Feeder Cattle Association 
On March 5, 1958, a meeting of cattle owners and interested people 

was held to discuss a means of selling cattle, and especially feeder cattle lo
cally. After several meetings, the South West Manitoba Feeder Cattle Associa
tion was organized with Mr. C. Dodds, President, Mr. Doug Pierce, Secretary, 
and Mr. Frank Patmore, Treasurer, with a large board of directors. The yards 
were built, and the first sale was held in September, 1958 when 698 head 
went through the sale ring. Buck Rodgers was and still is the auctioneer (1969). 
The Hon. Errick Willis, Minister of Agriculture, officially opened the sale ring 
after a few remarks by the Premier, Hon. Duff Roblin. Other dignitaries pres
ent and introduced by President Dodds were, John Cobb, MLA of Melita, and 
Walter Dinsdale, MP for Brandon. These sales have been held every fall since 
and have been a real success, there being nine to eleven sales each fall. 

About a mile west of the village is a thriving motel-at the junction 
of Highways 2 and 83. This motel was built during the '50's by Messrs. Cliff 
and Tom Dodds who operated it several years, then sold out to Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Harbottle. After a few years, they in turn sold to Mr. and Mrs. William 
Bennett, who sold to Mr. and Mrs. Stan Beauchamp who are the present own
ers and who have made many renovations and improvements. 

To the east of Pipestone about three miles is the Belleview Store and 
filling station owned and operated by Frank and Tony Gay. 
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According to the trend of the times, the Belses School to the south 
is closed and the district has consolidated with Pipestone. Children are trans
ported by bus. Belleview School has been closed from 1968-1970 and the 
children to Grade 7 attend Pipestone School. 

A Good Roads (Provincial) crew works out of Pipestone. Mr. Taylor 
is the foreman. 

Indians 
For many years, the Oak Lake Indian Reservation has been in exist

ence some four miles north of the Village of Pipestone. Councillors and a 
chief are elected from among their numbers every year. A school was operated 
on the reserve for a number of years; now the children are transported by van 
to schools in Virden. The government has built new homes for every family; 
most enjoy television in their homes, and a few have the telephone. The 
Roman Catholics and Presbyterians each have a church on the reservation. A 
successful pow-wow has been held and well attended for a number of years 
now. It is a colorful event, and the Indians tell us the dances performed have 
a religious significance. Most families on the reserve have a car. Horses are 
practically a thing of the past with them too. 

RAVINE DISTRICT 
By Mrs. Wilford Dryden 

Ravine district was at one time known as Penrith but when a school 
was built in 1898, the school was to be located on the edge of a ravine which 
runs through the district, and the name "Ravine" was given to the school. 
The school site was moved farther east, but the name was still Ravine, there
fore, the district took that name in place of Penrith. 

Mr. Sam Smith now owns the farm where the post office of Penrith 
was held. Mr. and Mrs. Smith lived there and raised a family of four children. 
They later moved into Lenore and operated a cafe there until retiring to 
Virden and are still farming from Virden. 

In 1965 Mr. and Mrs. Winston Good retired and moved to Virden to 
live. Before retiring, they lived and farmed the homestead that Winston's fa
ther had homesteaded as a young man. 

Winston sold his farm to a young farmer, Stanley Nykoliation. 

In 1962 William Wilson, Jr., on account of ill health, sold his farm to 
Mr. Seiman from Winkler. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, Marlyne and Mary retired to Virden. Mr. Wilson 
passed away in 1966. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hartley Opper and family came to the district in 1960 
and purchased the farm that Mr. Thomas Wilson had homesteaded as a young 
man. He also owns the farm once owned by Mr. Robert McWhirter and family, 
and one that had been owned by Mr. Hugh Good, later by Mr. Alex Stuart. 
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In 1953 Mr. Stuart and his sister Joan retired to Virden. Mr. Stuart 
passed away in 1968 and Joan is a resident in the Sherwood Home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Baskerville are living on the farm and in the stone house 
that Mr. Dave Brown built many years ago. There have been four generations 
of Browns on this farm. Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Brown lived there many years un· 
til moving to Winnipeg. Then Cecil Brown, a grandson of Dave Brown, lived 
there. Cecil and his wife moved from there and their son Gary and his wife 
lived there. Gary raised and showed horses around at all the fairs. He also had 
several picked to go to the Royal Winter Fair, where they placed well. Gary 
also joined the enterprise called P.M. U. Gary passed away in 1967. Mrs. 
Brown married Mr. Baskerville. They still live on the farm and continue with 
this enterprise. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Brown decided to return to a farm and they built 
in a lovely spot on the farm, on top of the hill going into the Assiniboine 
Valley, and surrounded by trees. Owing to poor health, Mr. Brown is unable 
to do much heavy work but he, like his sons, must keep a few horses. His fa
ther, Dave Brown, raced horses at all the race meets around for years. 

Mr. Ken Brown bought a farm once owned by Mr. James Douglas. In 
1966 Ken built a large barn, as he also is in the P.M. U. enterprise and in the 
winter has around 25 mares on the line. Ken also shows horses at the fairs and 
has had them picked for the Royal also. Ken and his wife have four children, 
two young boys that are following their dad in driving and showing horses. 

The Dryden farm buildings are situated at the north side of the farm 
close to a large ravine that runs north east from the Assiniboine Valley. When 
Mr. Dryden homesteaded this land he was asked why he built there. His reolv 
it was close for the wood which was needed for fire. When JVIr. Dryden re
tired to Lenore, Wilford took over the farm and he and his wife raised four 
children and the eldest son, Walter, is still on the farm with his parents. They 
also found the ravine very handy for the wood supply and many cords of wood 
were taken out of it in the thirties, sawed and taken to town and sold for $3.00 
a load. Wilford has helped harvest 62 crops off this farm. His hobby is raising, 
training and racing horses. The Drydens also have a large herd of Aberdeen 
Angus Cattle. Mr. and Mrs. Dryden were the first to celebrate their 50th wed
ding anniversary in 1969 in the district. 

The farm that Mr. John Good homesteaded is now vacant. It is owned 
by Mr. John Woods, who also owns the farm once owned by the Clement 
Brothers. 

Mr. and Mrs. George at one time lived and operated the farm that once 
was owned by Mr. Alex Ringwood. They still operate this farm, but now live on 
the farm once owned by his grandfather, then by his father, Mr. Gordon Wood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Chegwin now own the farm once owned by Mr. 
Robert Bacon. 

The farm home once owned by Mr. and Mrs. James Stuart is vacant. 
The land is operated by their son Ronald. The buildings are all gone exept a 
granary and part of the house. Mr. and Mrs. Stuart and Miss Annie Ross moved 
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to Virden in 1961. Mr. Stuart passed away in August 1961. Ronald and his 
wife have two boys. They live on a farm previously owned by Mr. Milton Warren. 
One son, Rodney, works in Virden Advance office. Kerby still attends school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Watters live on sec. 27-12-25. They have six chil
dren, three older daughters married, and away. The eldest son, George, is a 
barber in Winnipeg. The youngest son and daughter still attend school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Nykoliation and family are located on a farm once 
owned by the Routledges. In 1964 when Ravine School was for sale, Mr. 
Nykoliation purchased it. 

Our school was closed in 1964. Most of the children in the district re
ceived their education in it. It was also used as a church when a minister was 
available which was not t;:,o often. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elgin Routledge own and operate the farm once owned by 
George Douglas and later by Elgin's father, Mr. Harry Routledge. Elgin has been 
a councillor for two terms and is now Reeve of the Municipality of Woodworth. 
Elgin and his wife have four children and farm a large acreage of land. 

Mr. and Mrs. George McWhirter own the farm that belonged to Mr. 
Richard Hodgins and William Stanley. Because of poor health, Mr. McWhirter 
had a sale in 1964 and then rented his land. Now his only son, Geordie, has 
completed his education and is starting to farm on this land. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Logan and family are on the farm which was home
steaded by Mr. William Logan, then farmed by George's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Milford Logan. This is the third generation on this farm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Curtis and family are farming the land once 
owned and operated by the former's grandfather, Mr. James Moffatt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Terrance Curtis are now farming the land once owned by 
Mr. Robert McLenehan, then by Mr. Jim Curtis, Terrance's father. 

In the past years, many farm buildings are being left vacant. 

RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT 
By Mrs. John Sproat 

To continue the story of our "Old Stone School", which closed in 
1954 - Any chance that it might reopen was permanently blighted, when the 
River Valley district was dissolved in 1966 and absorbed by Virden School 
District. 

The trustees and ratepayers of River Valley were pleased to permit the 
Girl Guides of Virden to use the school and the grounds as a meeting place and 
a campsite for a few summers and planned to give the school and the yard to the 
Guides permanently, but were shocked and disappointed to discover that there 
never had been a deed for this land. It is claimed by the absentee owner of the 
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adjacent farm and it has been impossible to persuade him to allow River Valley 
District to procure a deed-so the hopes and plans of the Guides and the River 
Valley residents have been shattered-and the "old stone school" sits by the 
side of the road in melancholy state, slowly falling into itself-and only the 
squirrels and the mice are glad' 

No story of the district would be complete without the mention of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway pumphouse which was built in 1912. The machinery 
was installed in 1913 by Mr. James B. Bush, a suction gas plant. His brother Mr. 
Sidney Bush, became pumpman in August 1913. In 1926 the plant was remod
elled and a diesel engine was installed. In 1930 during the depression, this plant 
was closed, but in 194 7, Mr. Sidney Bush was asked to return as pumpman. He 
remained until his retirement in 1953, after forty-five years of service with the 
CPR. Mr. and Mrs. Bush purchased the CPR dwelling house and moved it to 
Virden where they have just recently celebrated their sixty-third wedding anni
versary. Shortly after this time there was no need of water, because the diesel 
engines were in use. It was supposed that that was the end of the CPR pipeline
but no-in 1957, Virden planned to install water and sewer systems. The mem
bers of the council were having test holes for a water well made in various locations. 
Just at that time, an oil well was drilled in the valley on the east side of the river 
on the SW ';4 29-10-25. The oil driller had trouble with a flow of water that 
couldn't be shut off. This led to investigation on the part of the town council, 
with the result that they purchased a water-well site from the owner, John 
Sproat. They had a water well drilled 85 feet deep. This water, apparently an 
inexhaustible supply, is presently piped under the river into the former CPR 
water pipeline at the C.P.R. pumphouse or into the town of Virden. 

Fort La Bosse is a name much heard of lately because of the new large 
school area, but River Valley has its own Fort La Bosse, established in the 
1790's at the south end of the district, a North-West Company trading post. 
The stone cain is just one point of interest to be enjoyed by many hundreds 
who drive along the scenic roads over the Thompson bridge, near Walter and 
Roy Fearn's, through the valley and back through again farther north and over 
~he Sproat Birdge-a lc•vely drive any time of the year. 

Because of its hills and valleys-River Valley has been able to provide 
pleasure to skiers. The first ski slope was made, about 1947, off old No. l 
Highway on the south end of section 19, by a group of enthusiasts from 
Virden and a club house provided. Because at that time, the highway was 
blocked in winter, the site was changed to the hill beside John Sproat's home. 
Ten or twelve years ago it was operated by the Teen Club, until the club dis
banded. This last few years it has been operated by the Sunnyslope Ski Club. 
Last year they had several new runs bulldozed, and erected a toboggan tow as 
well as the ski-tow. Motor toboggan enthusiasts also enjoy trails through the 
hills and valleys, as do the Riding Club members. 

Ardent fishermen (and women) have spent many happy hours along 
the river, at the bend at Fowlers, at Penny's, Welch's and Fearn's. Hunters too 
have enjoyed roaming in our district, with guns and without-and have sighted 
deer, coons, porcupines, wolves, foxes, beavers, minks, lynx, a cougar, and a 
few bears-and lately wild turkeys. 
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As a district, River Valley is rather small, but it is good mixed farming 
area. Through the years, it has been possible for some of the residents to aug
ment their income by burning limestone in kilns and selling lime. Several of 
these sites are still visible on both sides of the valley. Hundreds of cords of wood 
have been cut off the hillsides to sell, until electric heat, oil or gas heat re-
placed the old wood stoves. Then in 1954, oil drilling began in the valley area 
and as of now, there are over 50 producing oil wells, the latest drilled in 1969. 
This has been a "lucky break" for some and certainly augments farm income. 

During the years we have lost some of our "loved ones"-Mr. LB. Welch, 
Mrs. S. Clarke, Mr. and Mrs. McDougall, Mrs. William Quinn and some of our 
"folk" have gone to live in Virden-Mrs. H. Downing, Mrs. Fred Gibbings, Mrs. 
LB. Welch, Mr. and Mrs. George Sproat. We have welcomed Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Pidhorny from Saskatchewan, and Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Anderson from 
Alberta, and have been glad to have Mr. and Mrs. W. Ripmeester, Mr. and Mrs. 
David Langlois and Mr. and Mrs. David Fefchak establish homes along the 
southern edge of the district. 

The story of transportaiton has come through various stages, from oxen 
and horses on prairie trails, canoes of the fur traders and river boats-there is still 
evidence of boat landings on the river at the east side of the valley-buggies and 
wagons on graded and gravelled roads, and now speeding motor vehicles on a 
hard surface road straight across the district-No. 259-just right for anyone to 
drive over with their Centennial visitors in 1970. 

ROUTLEDGE DISTRICT 
This area was not included in the 1957 report (The Virden Story) 

A HISTORY COMPILED BY SOME OLDTIMERS 

The history of Routledge dates back to the very early eighties. The 
name, Routledge, for some reason, now lost in the mists of the past, had some 
connection with two English gentlemen, Bouvier and Routledge, who in the 
early history of Virden located on the farm on which Gordon Grose now lives. 

Routledge was at one time a thriving community as an elevator had 
been built there about 1884 and it was always a centre of activitiy in the fall 
when farmers, from far and near, hauled their grain to the "Routledge 
Elevator". This elevator was owned by Leitch Brothers of Oak Lake, but as times 
changed and other elevators were built, the old one at Routledge was eventually 
torn down, and ceased to be an old landmark. Partly because of the activity at 
the elevator, a store was opened at Routledge. It did a thriving business for 
many years, but with the increased use of cars, customers began to go farther 
afield and so the store, too, has been gone for many years. A livery barn, al
ways known as "the free for all", was built for the convenience of the farmers 
bringing their grain to the elavator and for those shopping at the store. It has 
also disappeared from the scene. 

A school was opened at Routledge about 1893. The first teacher was 
Miss Alpha Bellamy of Virden. This school continued in operation unti\1965, 
when the movement to close the rural schools became widespread. The last 
teacher was Mr. Ed Sloychuk. The school is now used as a community hall. It 
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would require too much space to record the names of all the trustees and secre
tary-treasurers who served on the Routledge School Board, some for only a few 
years, others for many a long year serving their district faithfully and well. 

Routledge was also a point from which many cattle were shipped, and 
a good train service provided after the railway had gone through, so a loading 
chute for loading cattle and a loading platform for grain and hay were erected 
near the C.P.R. station which by this time had been built as well as a section 
house for the section foreman. 

No church was ever built at Routledge but services were held in the 
school house. Routledge was a part of a Mission Field which included May
ville, Scarth and Laggan. A student minister was supplied each winter from 
the Baptist college at Brandon and in the summer from eastern colleges. Often 
an ordained minister from Virden would take the service, usually driven out by 
Mr. Ed Borland. Tom Saunders, now a Winnipeg Free Press columnist, was the 
last student minister at Routledge. Mr. Alexander Todd was the first. 

Routledge was always a very community-minded district and many 
pleasant evenings were spent at neighbors' homes where everyone gathered to 
enjoy a social evening together. The furniture was pushed against the walls and 
the carpet rolled up and there would be dancing to the lively tune of the violin 
with someone chording on the piano or organ. Many a good evening was also 
enjoyed in the school house with its annual Christmas concerts and other com
munity gatherings. Young and old took part and many good plays were pro
duced and enjoyed, at least by those taking part. There always seemed to be 
lots of musical as well as dramatic talent, so that musical items and dancing 
presented no problem or expense. With lots of good cooks in the district, 
lunch time was always enjoyed. The Routledge district also enjoyed sports 
and many a good game of baseball was played with the adjoining districts of 
Sandhurst and Oakview. Mr. Vanderschaeghe's cows must often have wondered 
what was happening as we all gathered in his pasture for a game. Skating was 
also enjoyed on the ice-ponds in the ravines and in Mr. Townson's back yard 
where for a winter or two, the Townsons made a good sheet of ice. Tobogan
ning on the hilly ravines behind the Hagyard house was another pleasant activi
ty, besides fishing and boating down at White's Lake in the summer and playing 
tennis on Mrs. Lambourn's lawn. 

As we look a long way back, we recall such names as Fredettes, 
Benoits, Dakotas, Campions, Stevens, Brissons, De Galleys, Ayres, Fowlies, AI 
Clark, Mills, Coopers, Moodys, Brindles, Whites, Horrexes, Mclvers and 
Lam bourns as very early Routledge settlers. 

The Fredettes, Benoits and Dakotas moved away quite early. Minnie 
Benoit married L.U.A. Barre of Belleview. Richard Campion built one of the 
early houses at Routledge, a big, white house, later known as the Hagyard 
house. He also built the elevator and store. Mr. Henry Stevens, who married 
one of the Campions, was a pioneer of 1884 in the Pipestone and Oak Lake 
areas. He came to Routledge from Oak Lake and kept the store there. He 
and his family lived in the big, white house for a time. Later he returned to 
Oak Lake where for many years he operated a lumber yard. Mrs. Ada Dillion 
of Hamiota is a daughter, Henry of Bowsman is a son, and May, another 
daughter, lives in the east. Other families who lived in this house before the 
Hagyards were AI Clark, the Fowlies, and the Mills. 
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The Brisson family lived for some years in an old log house on old 
No. l highway at the top of the lovely ravines which run north of Routledge. 
They later built a fine new lumber house about a half mile farther west. Only 
Lucia is still living. She is in Saskatoon. Her six brothers are all dead. Mrs. 
Dan Brisson and her son farm in the Blair district. Many other people lived 
from time to time in this house, the Jacksons, Mr. Reichert, the Letkemans, 
but now it is the home of the Graham family. 

As far as our knoweldge goes, the members of the Ayres family 
have all gone, as well as AI Clark, the Fowlies and the Mills. The Ayres' house 
was built originally for Frank Ayres near the big white house. It is now the 
home of Cliff Hagyard. Several other families have made this house their 
home, some for only a very brief time. Two families were the Frank 
Haywards and the Harold Hewitts. 

The Coopers came to the district in 1883. John Cooper, his wife, 
two daughters and his brother, Alex, homesteaded about one and one-half 
miles south and west of Routledge. Alex returned to Scotland, but John 
stayed, and besides farming, was the first operator of the Routledge elevator. 
The Cooper home was often a stopping point for the people coming from the 
Sandhurst district on their way to Virden, a sort of half-way house. 

Herbert Moody took up a homestead adjoining the Coopers in the 
early nineties. His family had homesteaded west of Virden in 1882. In 1893 
he married Margaret Lawson, a stepdaughter of John Cooper. They lived on 
the Moody homestead west of Virden till the death of John Cooper in 1896. 
They moved back to Routledge to the Cooper farm which Mr. Moody farmed 
as well as farming his own homestead. He also took over the operation of the 
elevator. In 1909 the Moodys went to Winnipeg, where Mr. Moody was grain 
buyer for Leitch Brothers on the Winnipeg Grain Exchange. He continued his 
farming operations with hired help and later with the help of his two older 
sons. In 1922 the Moodys moved back to Routledge and built a house on the 
site of Mr. Moody's original homestead, where they continued farming. Their 
daughter taught the Routledge School for a time. Fred and Harold Moody still 
live on this farm. Arthur and Allan are both dead. Mr. and Mrs. Moody retired 
to live in Virden in 1947 where their daughter was then employed on the 
Virden Collegiate School staff. Mr. Moody died in 1954 and Mrs. Moody in 
1959. Their daughter still makes her home in Virden. Mrs. Cooper died in 
1926 but her daughter, Miss Annie Cooper, still continues to live on the Cooper 
homestead, her home for over 87 years. Ted Massey who came out from 
England and worked for Mr. Moody for a short time, operated Mrs. Cooper's 
farm for several years. He died in 1946. He is remembered for his dramatic 
ability in the production of our Routledge plays and concerts. 

The Brindles came out from England in the early 1880's and home
steaded about two miles west of Routledge. They were a large and well-to-do 
family who brought their gardener and cook (Mr. and Mrs. White) with them. 
The Brindles, after a few years, all left the district, but Mr. and Mrs. White stayed 
and lived in a small cottage near Routledge. Later they moved down to what is 
now called White's Lake, the farm presently owned by Lorne Read. The 
Kirbys and Warrens were two other early families who in turn lived on the 
Brindle place. The McMillans lived for a time in the cottage where the Whites 
had been. Chrissie McMillan, sister of Mrs. Dolly Dutton and Mrs. Frank Read 
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of Virden, was a pupil in the first class held in the Routledge School. The 
McMillans moved to Virden and the cottage has long been gone. 

The Horrex family also lived for a short time south of Routledge, but 
moved later nearer to Oak Lake and finally to Armstrong, British Columbia. 
Mr. Plummer, brother-in-law of Mr. Horrex, worked for some years for Mr. 
Moody. He and his wife, mother-in-law and daughter, Edna, lived in a small 
house on Moody's farm. They later moved to Oak Lake where their daughter 
worked for many years as ni~ht operator in the Oak Lake telephone office. 
She now lives in Brandon. Two other families who lived in Routledge were 
the Hazelwoods and the Goddars. They also worked for Moodys on the farm. 
and their families attended the Routledge School. These families have been 
gone from this area for many years now. 

The Mciver brothers were also early arrivals. They homesteaded 
about a mile south of the Moody homestead on what was later known as the 
Blakeman Ranch. One brother, Kenneth, farmed near Virden. Several families 
have lived on the place after the Mclvers, for short periods of time: the 
Tories, Proutens, Pattersons and the Brownlies. It is now owned by the Francis 
family who came in September 1925, and renamed it the Two Bar Ranch. Mr. 
Francis died in 1966, but Mrs. Francis, Philip and Ruth still live on the ranch. 
One other daughter, Betty (Mrs. Russell Newton) lives in Kenora, Ontario. Mr. 
Francis was well known in agricultural circles and was a delegate to race meets. 

In 1890 the Lambourns came out from England with a family of two 
sons and three daughters. They homesteaded south and west of Mclvers and 
named their home "Cedarwoods". Later it was burnt down accidentally after 
the Lambourns had moved into the village of Routledge where Mrs. Lam bourn 
operated the store until the marriage of her daughter, Mabel, in 1908 to Mr. 
James Brownlie who came to the Oak Lake district in 1901. Mr. and Mrs. James 
Brownlie lived first for a time in the Scarth district, later moving to Virden where 
Mr. Brownlie was in the auto business, with Carnahan and McKnight. They 
then moved to the Blakeman Ranch, then into the Oakview district where they 
farmed until the marriage of their son, Ronald. After a year or two at Belleview 
where Mr. Brownlie and his son, Kenneth, were in business, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brownlie retired to Virden in 1948 where they still reside. Ronald and his wife are 
now in Winnipeg. Ken Brownlie and his family are also now in Winnipeg. The 
Brownlies' other son, Bill, lives here in Virden with his wife and family. His 
wife is on the Goulter School staff. For a time the Smiths lived on the Brownlie 
farm, making it into a poultry ranch. After a few years they left the farm and it 
is now occupied by Edward Vodon. Mr. and Mrs. Lambourn shortly after the 
marriage of their daughter made their home with her until Mrs. Lam bourn's 
death in 1915 and Mr. Lam bourn's death in 1929. Besides Mrs. Brownlie, only 
one other member of the family is living, Mrs. Whitton of Victoria, British 
Columbia. 

Miss Annie Cooper, Mrs. Brownlie and Mrs. Ada Dillon, are the only 
surviving members of the first class held in the Routledge School. 

The deGalley family were other very early settlers coming in the early 
80's from France. Eucher de Galley was one of the early Routledge School pu· 
pils. Besides Eucher there were Mr. and Mrs. de Galley and their four daughters. 
One daughter died quite early, two married and left the district. Eucher and 
Celina, his sister, became well-known members of the community. At first de 
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Galleys lived in a small sod house about a mile or more south of Routledge. 
After Eucher grew up, he built a fine new house and barn south and east of 
Routledge and called his farm the Gay White Farm. Later he and Celina moved 
into Routledge village and lived in a neat cottage built by John Badowich near 
the C.P.R. track. John was employed by the railway. He later moved west. 
Eucher built the big barn between the cottage and the track. The deGalleys 
have both died and the cottage is now the home of the Shewchuk family. The 
Gay White Farm was taken over by the Emile Wanlin family where they lived 
until they retired to make their home in Virden. Mr. Wanlin has died; Mrs. 
Wanlin is in Moose Jaw as is her daughter, Alice. The other daughter, Marguer
ite, lives in Brandon. This farm was operated for several years by the 
Fillions, some of whom are still in the area. Later it was the home briefly of 
Armand Durand and the Hortons. At the present time it is not occupied. 

John Wedell Hagyard came west from Teeswater, Ontario, the spring 
of 1881. He and Duncan McKinnon, who came west at the same time, got off 
the train at Portage Ia Prairie, just took a look around at the high banks of 
snow, and decided to get back on the train. They rode to the end of steel, now 
Brandon. They walked the country in the Hamiota viciniiy, but eventually took 
homesteads side by side ten miles north of Oak Lake where Mr. Hagyard built a 
sod shantv. Between Brandon and his homestead he saw only one tree. Wed 
Hagyard (as he is known today) spent his first winter doing carpenter work around 
Brandon. Bill Pineo, later of Virden, and he roomed together that winter. 

Sarah Elizabeth Pearson, Wed Hagyard's wife and their two sons, 
Charley and Addison, came west the spring of 1882. The railroad was built as 
far as Flatt Creek by then, just east of Oak Lake. Here they were met by a 
neighbor with a team of mules and wagon. Sarah Hagyard was the first woman 
in that settlement. Later when a school was built, it was named Hagyard 
School. Mrs. Hagyard was on the homestead during the 1885 rebellion, but 
said the Indians were her friends. In 1884 or 85, the Hagyards moved to the 
Assiniboine Valley, except Add, who stayed on the homestead for another 
eight or 10 years before going west to take homestead not far from Rosetown, 
Saskatchewan. The Hagyard family lived near the Assiniboine River for the 
next six or seven years, Albert riding horseback to Routledge SchooL Later 
when Blair School opened, the Hagyards attended school there. 

In 1902 Mr. Hagyard bought the Ayres estate and in the fall moved 
with his family into the big white house at Routledge where they lived until 
both the father and the mother died in the spring of 1936 within a month of 
each other. 

Of the family, Charley stayed on the valley farm, Cliff and Earl also 
farmed in the valley. All the boys are dead now except Cliff who still lives at 
Routledge on part of the old Ayres estate. Viola has the other part on which 
the big white house stands. Albert learned the hardware business with Mr. 
Bridgett in Virden and later built a store in Saskatchewan. There were three 
girls in the family. Reba, the youngest, Mrs. J.N. Roy, lives in Lloydminster, 
Saskatchewan; Viola, Mrs. Thomas Pearn, and Lily, Mrs. James Read both live 
in Virden. 

Mr. and Mrs. Beech with their large family came to live in Routledge 
about the turn of the century. They lived first in Benoit's old log house and 
then in the section house. Mr. Beech continued as section foreman until 1915. 
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They continued to live in the Routledge district until Mr. Beech's death in 1922. 
The family then moved to Oak Lake. Several members of the family are still 
living: Susan, in Revelstoke; Earl, in oak Lake; Herman and Adeline in 
Canmore, Albert; Sylvia and Beatrice in Winnipeg; and Dorothy in Brandon. 
After the Beeches many other families lived in the section house as different sec
tion foreman came and went: the Collies (now well-known in Virden), Mr. Collie 
died in 1965, the Fioris, J.A. McDonalds, Charles Smiths, Batiskys, Halletts 
and Ewaskos. The Mazzias, Andrew and Fred, were C.P.R. employees. Andrew 
and Hilda are dead but Fred makes his home in Virden. 

The Grays, Gallants and Lillicos were also a part of the Routledge 
community and at different periods lived east of Routledge in the house now 
occupied by the Faucher family. Mr. Gray took over the Leitch elevator when 
the Moodys went to Winnipeg. The Grays later moved to Cromer. Gladys, 
Jessie and Bill all attended the Routledge School. Younger members of this 
family were Doug (now of Virden), Gordon and Phyllis. The Phil Gallant fam
ily also lived in this house. Their daughter, Ida, also attended the Routledge 
School. Later occupants of this home were the Lilli cos with their two sons and 
daughter, Grace. After many years at Routledge the Lillicos moved to Can
nington Manor in Ontario. One son, Gordon, was killed in World War II. 
Russell and Grace and parents are still in Ontario. 

The Hartleys kept the store at Routledge for several years before mo~ 
ing to Virden. The Linttotts, who took over the store, also moved to Virden. 
The McTaggarts kept the store for awhile and then took up farming south and 
west of Routledge, on what was called the Brindle place. Their daughter, Irene, 
and son, Stanley, both attended the Routledge School. Later they moved into 
the Oakview district. Irene married Cliff Hagyard and they are living at 
Routledge; Stanley (Ted) is in Portage !a Prairie. Mrs. Messner took over the 
old store for a short while, later moving to Virden. For some years, Mr. and 
Mrs. Messner were employed by Mr. Hagyard on his River Valley farm. Their 
son, John, now lives in Brandon. 

The Gerriers and the Vanderschaeghes were two other well-known fam
ilies in the Routledge story. The Gerriers came in 1918 and the Vander
schaeghes in 1927. The Vanderschaeghes bought the farm formerly owned by 
Arthur Brownlie, brother of J.R. Brownlie. Mr. Arthur Brownlie came to this 
farm after World War I. He later took a position with the Soldiers' Settlement 
Board. The Arthur Smiths worked for Mr. Brownlie. The Brownlies are now 
retired in Victoria. The Smiths moved to Anglia in Saskatchewan, retiring 
later to Edson, Alberta where Mr. Smith died in 1969. This farm had been 
homesteaded in early days by Al Clark. The Vanderschaeghes lived on this 
farm until their retirement to Oak Lake in 195R Their family are all living 
around this area: Madeleine (Mrs. Roy Read) in the Blair district, Henry farm
ing near Oak Lake, and Bertha (Mrs. Paul Kernel!) in the Routledge district. 
This farm is now occupied by Ross Gabrielle. 

The Gerriers, though, strictly speaking, belonging to the Oakview dis
trict, were always regarded as part of our Routledge community and always 
took part in the activities at Routledge, Mr. Gerrier often contributing to our 
Routledge programs with his music. The Gerriers farmed successfully at 
Routledge on the farm now occupied by George Sims. They retired to Virden 
in 1945. Their son, A.E. (Punch) Gerrier, carried on the farm until he came to 
Virden October 1956 to work with Investors Syndicate. Their daughter (Mrs. 
John Dickison) lives in Winnipeg. The Gerriers for a few years were residents 
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of The Sherwood. Mr. Gerrier died as the result of a train accident in 1967, 
Mrs. Gerrier died in 1969. Mr. Gerrier was an ardent curler. 

The Townsons were another well-known family in Routledge and ac
tive in community life. Mr. Townson came from England to Virden in 1910, 
and brought his family out the next year. He was a carpenter in Virden until 
the family came to Routledge in 1913. They returned to Virden in 1919 but 
came back to Routledge in 1922, and built a comfortable cottage just west of 
the school where Fred and Alfred Townson are still living. For about twenty 
years, Edith Townson, now Mrs. Walter Snelson of Virden, kept the post of
fice. Other members of this family are Percy of Victoria, British Columbia, and 
Gladys, Mrs. Howard Stewart of Virden. Mr. and Mrs. Townson celebrated 
their 67th wedding anniversary in February of this year at the home of their 
son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Snelson with whom they make their 
home now. 

A few more names should be mentioned before we close this story. 
One is Percy Farnden who built a small house near the site of Benoit's old log 
house north of the C.P.R. track. He was an employee of the C.P.R. and lived 
here until he moved with his wife and family to Alameda, Saskatchewan. This 
house has been added to and several families have lived here for brief periods, 
until the Henry Thiessens made it their home. Mr. Henry Thiessen, his wife 
and three sons, Henry, Harry and Herbert, were in Routledge for quite a few 
years and took over the post office after the Townsons gave up this work. Be
cause of ill health, Mr. Thiessen and family moved to Winnipeg where his death 
later occurred. This house is now occupied by the Dave Pennys. 

In 1955 the Routledge area was officially proclaimed an oil field and 
many good wells have been found in this area. Drilling has gone on in surround
ing areas. The finding of oil has brought about many changes in the appearance 
and life of the community. Many pumps, like big grasshoppers, are quite com
mon; new roads have been built and kept open the whole year round; and a 
measure of prosperty brought to the district. 

Though the name of Routledge is now gone from the map with the 
closing of the post office and the removal of the railway station, and section 
house, the name will live on in the hearts of those who enjoyed happy days 
there. Though time changes people and places, we can still keep our memories. 
of other days. 

SPRINGVALE 
Compiled for Springvale W.l. by 

Mrs. H.R. Williams and 
Mrs. G.H. Younge 

Several farms in this area are being operated by the third generation of 
the original owners while others have changed hands a number of times. Farm
ing practices have changed because of higher powered implements; one man 
handles much more land. 

Road equipment has improved since the days of Statute Labor. Better 
cars and good roads make travel a pleasure. Oil discovery added to better roads 
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as the oil companies assisted in building roads to their well sites. The Virden· 
Maryfield road was black-topped through the district in 1968-69. It is now 
known as Highway 257. 

Our school was closed in 1965 when Springvale district consolidated 
with Virden Fort La Bosse area. Springvale Women's Institute, still an active 
organization since 1949, wished to keep the school as a community centre. 
They applied and gained possession of the building and grounds in 1966. 

This building had also been used as a church, but because of the short
age of student ministers, in 1960 steps were taken to amalgamate country pas
toral charges with larger centres, so services here ended. 

Other activities in the community included ball teams, hockey, picnics, 
concerts and dances. Our young people take part in 4-H Festivals, Field Days 
and Rifle Clubs. Others have entered the professions of nursing, teaching, hair 
dressing and commercial training. There are three licensed pilots in the district. 
Two residents own private planes. 

The oil industry has expanded since the first discovery and many farms 
have producing wells. The monument which was erected near the site of the 
first oil well in the area was later moved, because of road construction. It is 
commemorating the discovery of oil and stands in the roadside park two miles 
west of Virden on the Trans-Canada Highway. 

This year, 1970, dial telephones came into operation. 

The community spirit of the district still prevails as we join together to 
celebrate the hundredth birthday of Manitoba. 

ST. DAVID'S CHURCH 
By Mrs. C. Slimmon 

St. David's Church is still the centre of the community in spite of ru
mors of smaller centres closing. Our ministers since 1957 have been Rev. R. 
McPherson, Mr. W.E. Senior, Rev. M. Wenstob and Rev. Carol Roberts. Mr. 
Webstob and family spent eight years with us, the longest time of any minister 
we have had. In 1967 the call of the north was too great and they left for 
Gillam, Manitoba. There he is interfaith minister, serving the people of Gillam 
and of the Manitoba Hydro Project nearby. 

In October, 1967 we celebrated the 75th anniversary of St. David's 
Church. Many former residents returned to worship with us, making it a mem
orable occasion. 

During Januarv. February and March of 1970, we closed the church to 
reduce costs, presumably to allow us to go to other services if we so desired. 
This did the unexpected. Come Easter Sunday we were back at St. David's with 
renewed vigor, glad to be among our friends and neighbors again. A Junior 
Choir has been started under the leadership of Mrs. D.A. Smith and church at
tendance has improved. 
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The farming community around St. David's has had the same ups and 
downs similar areas have had since 1957. 1961 was known as the extremely dry 
year. In the fall of 1968 rain held up harvesting and prevented many f~om 
combining dry grain. It appears that mixed farming might be the answer now 
that the surplus of wheat harvested in recent years has caused the government 
to enforce reduced wheat acreage and increase the sum merfallow. Who knows! 

Spirits are up as we look forward to the remainder of 1970 with floats, 
fairs, balls, concerts, canoe races and celebrations of all kinds to show our pride 
in our province, now one hundred years old! 

TWO CREEKS 
By K. V. Webster 

Since "The Virden Story" was written, our town of Two Creeks, along 
with other small centres, has known changes. The C.P.R. station has been 
closed. The Ogilvie Grain Elevator was rebuilt elsewhere. The residence, which 
was the home of the elevator agent, was moved to Virden. Unfortunately our 
local store was destroyed by fire. Five other houses from the town were moved 
to new locations but the hedges remain. A merry brown thrush still sings in 
what was Mr. Maxfield's garden and many people come there to pick and enjoy 
the lilacs. 

The land is still farmed mostly by the same settlers. Since the post of
fice ts closed here, they go to either Miniota or Virden as their centre for mail 
or supplies. 

The big brick school, a landmark since 1915, is closed; but serves as a 
community centre since 1966. Our children now are transported by bus to 
Virden. 

The district was particularly proud of many of its pioneers. The last 
to go were William Morton, Bill Maxfield, Jake Webster and Jim Morton. The 
latter, a poet of renown, composed a rare bit of satire on himself, Jake and Bill 
Maxfield one summer while he was visiting his old haunts. He was the last to 
go and lies near Victoria, British Columbia, where he worked and lived for many 
years. 

James Maxfield, a son of Bill, built the tiny replica of a church which 
stands in the Two Creeks cemetery as a permanent memorial to the early set
tlers who helped build the community. 

The land for the cemetery was originally donated by William Morton, 
Sr., about 1905. He proposed not only to provide a last resting place for fam
ily and neighbors, but also to erect a church similar to the one he attended in 
England. The wish remained unfulfilled, but later partly accounted for Jim 
Maxfield's idea of constructing the little church. The project was begun during 
Canada's Centennial year in 1967. Others in the area became interested in the 
project and donated time and materials. 
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The first entry in the visitors' book was made June 13, 1968 and dur
ing the first two years approximately 2, 100 names have been recorded. During 
the winter of 1969-70, Jim Maxfield had replicas made of the two memorial 
plaques in Ross School, which bears the names of those from the district who 
served during two world wars. These are now hanging in the little church as is 
also a framed poem "The Prairie Cemetery", written by James Morton, one 
verse of which is quoted: 

"Oh! Builders of the West your record lies not 
In cold stone, beseeching empty skies but homes and fields 
From rugged Nature rent, 
Remain for Aye your noblest, monument." 

WOODNORTH, MANITOBA 
By Wilf Forsyth 

Supplement to the history of Woodnorth contained in Mrs. Clingan's 
"Virden Story", published in 1957. 

The closing remarks regarding the District of Woodnorth in Mrs. 
Clingan's history, would seem today to be rather optimistic in the light of 
subsequent events. 

During the thirties the soil drifted from the farms in huge dust storms, 
in the sixties the farmers drifted from the soil and the population picture in 
the Woodnorth district followed the prairie trend. When a resident moved, no 
one came as a replacement, and visits from the hearse kept pace with those of 
the stork. The village dwindled steadily, seven houses were moved away and 
nine of those remaining are vacant, as well as the three-room school; four dwell
ings are still in use, inhabited by ten people. Farm families have followed the 
same course; at least 12 farm homes in the immediate vicintiy have ceased to 
exist and more will soon go. The elevator company has been the one exception, 
constructing another elevator and a new dwelling for the agent. 

Agriculture prospered again, however, in the early sixties when the· 
wheat glut of the fifties disappeared and markets were favorable and profitable. 
These conditions worked somewhat to the disadvantage of livestock production. 
The period was a happy and prosperous one for the farmers of the area. Roads 
were greatly improved and many miles of new construction completed. The 
good roads plus adequate snow removal equipment banished the bug bear of en
torced isolation in winter, homes were modernized and the drudgery of farm 
chores was swept away by the Genie of electric power. All in all, these were the 
golden years of farming in the district. 

The railway suffered a decline population-wise. The station agent was 
replaced by a caretaker; then the caretaker's position was abolished, and the sec
tion crew was moved to another point as the sections were lengthened. Pas
senger trains which had been in continuous daily service for fifty y,~ars, were re
moved from service, way freight and express service gave way to trucks, freight 
trains tripled in length but greatly reduced in numbers, smelly diesels with shrill 
sirens replaced the majestic steam behomeths whose lordly whistle once 
echoed throughout the land. 
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The CNR provided the village with a moment of excitement on the 1st 
of August 1968, in the middle of the afternoon, when a train wreck occurred 
almost in the station yard. Howe·~er, as most of the populace were attending a 
wedding reception in the community hall, the event went unwitnessed, with the 
exception of a district farmer who was raking hay in an adjoining field, and was 
treated to the spectacular sight of 29 box cars containing 50,000 bushels of 
wheat being dumped in the railroad ditch. The salvage rights were sold by the 
CNR to the Rosedale Hutterite colony from Portage la Prairie. These thrifty 
people rented a vacant house in the village, brought the women folk in their 
maxi-skirts who cooked prodigious meals and carried beer and sandwiches to 
the grain shovellers, and had the spilled grain cleared up in jig time. 

The first passenger t~ain came through the village in 1909, and the 
last eastbound passenger train No. 6 on the 1st of August 1963. A party of lo
cal teenagers boarded the train here and travelled to Scarth, to be able to say 
they rode the last run. 

Sports were freely engaged in by a large percentage of the people of 
the district for many years, baseball, soccer, tennis, curling, hockey, skating, 
etc. However, during the period in question, enthusiasm waned, activities grad
ually faded away, and sports have pretty well followed the dodo. 

The church was built and dedicated in 1910, Methodist in the begin
ning, it became the United Church in 1925, and has gone through many 
phases during the years. At one time it had an ordained resident minister, then 
became a mission field with student ministers in the summer months only. In 
the sixties it returned to a full-time ministry, and attached to the Elkhorn 
charge, which is composed of Elkhorn, Hargrave, Cromer and Woodnorth, the 
minister residing in Ekhorn. The church was well supported during the years, 
but of late with the removal of some families from the district who were long
time pillars of the institution, attendance has fallen somewhat, notwithstanding 
all this, the congregation has shown no signs of giving up, and we are sure will 
prevail over all obstacles. 

The Woodnorth School opening in 1910 and consolidated in 1918 
came through many difficult phases, the trustees spending their talents and en
ergy to guide the district through depressions, clearing heavy burdens of debt 
and maintaining standards of education at a high level. Much credit is due and 
is extended to these public-spirited citizens. However, the Woodnorth three
room school went the way of its little red counterpart, ceasing to exist on the 
31st of December, 1969. The motion to close met with bitter opposition from 
a large segment of the ratepayers. Petitions to reverse the decision were circu
lated, lawyers were engaged and much-heated controversy took place, notwith
standing all this the Board stood with Gibraltar-like firmness, and the board of 
arbitration uphold the dissolution motion. The school building and the land it 
is situated on has been turned over to the Woodnorth Community Club to be 
used as seen fit. 

The area suffered a great deal of damage in the spring floods of 1969, 
the village and adjacent lands bearing the brunt of the torrent which swept in 
from the higher land to the west, farm land being washed away, and the base
ments and ground floors of some buildings being inundated, the community hall 
sustaining the most damage, the hardwood floor being a total loss. The residents 
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of the district responded to the situation with all the fervor of London after the 
blitz, and soon had the hall floor replaced and other repairs completed. 

In closing, I recall days gone, when the little town bustled with activity 
and life, social life flourished, farm organizations were strongly supported and 
sister groups briskly carried on fund-raising and social endeavors. There were 
picnics, sports days, fowl suppers, Christmas tree concerts, Scottish concerts, 
Irish suppers, English teas. Indeed, there was scarcely ever a dull moment. Sen
ior citizens think fondly of the past, the reporter who writes the third edition of 
the Woodnorth story to be added to Mrs. Clingan's book in 1982, will probably 
bemoan the passing of the good old days of the sixties. 

WOODVILLE 
Compiled from The Story of Woodville and Florrie Gibbs Review 

The annual meeting of Woodville S.D. No. 599 decided on January 19, 
1967 to record the history of the district as a Centennial project, "The Story of 
Woodville", makes interesting reading. 

The district was named after William Wood, who was one of the early 
pioneers homesteading in the area. His sister, Mrs. Robert Angus, also lived in 
the district. 

The Woods had five sons, James, David, William, Hector and Hercules. 
The latter has served Wallace Council long and faithfully for 46 years until his 
retirement at the close of 1967. 

A grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Angus, Lyle Angus still lives on his 
father's farm. 

Another family of early settlers were Mr. and Mrs. William Paull. One 
of their sons, William David, lived 70 years on the original homestead. A tal
ented musician he was in demand to play at dances, concerts and social eve
nings. He won prizes in old-time fiddlers' concerts. The fourth generation now 
lives on the farm. 

John Paull, another member of the family played for dances in 
Woodville School and won in old time fiddlers' contests. Members of the third 
generation of this family are in attendance at Woodville School. This school, 
operating for 79 years, is one of the few country schools still in session. 

The first postmaster of Lippentot Post Office who came in 1882 was 
William Frank Longman. He bought a section of land for $40 and a second 
homestead for $10. 

Mr. and Mrs. Symington came to the district in 1883. Their start 
ended in tragedy, when Mr. Symington was frozen to death in a blizzard the 
following year. 

Other families who contributed much to the early days of the district 
were: Mr. and Mrs. Alex (Sandy) Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Greenwood, Mr. 
and Mrs. William Barr, Mr. and Mrs. R. Coulson, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Axelson, 
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the Lunds, Adairs, Humes, Goethes and Postons, to name but a few. 

In 1908 Woodville had a band under the direction of Mr. William 
Goethe, Sr., the only band for miles around. Some of the original players were 
present to play at the centennial picnic held in 1967 and at Maryfield Centen· 
nial Reunion. 

The First Presbyterian Church later United was built in the district in 
1892. During the years, fire twice interrupted service. Service was then held 
for a short time in Kola School. A third church was built in 1952 which was a 
real community effort. Then in 1959 a blow worse than fires, fell when word 
came from headquarters that the church was to be closed. With the closing of 
the church, community life seemed at an end. 

1 

.. .., 
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MANITOBA 1870- 1970 
By Grace Mcintosh 

Virden, Manitoba 

Half way between dawn and sunset 
From the border to the tundra, 

Lies the land of Manitoba 
Keystone province- Manitoba. 

Land of buffalo and Redman, 
Land of deer and bear and beaver, 

When the Selkirk Settlers came here 
From the hills and glens of Scotland. 

One hundred years ago, the people 
Tired of outside domination, 

Rose and got provincial status
Took their place within the nation. 

With the coming of the railroad 
Settlers came from many nations; 

Some came seeking land and freedom, 
Others, looking for adventure. 

With their household goods on ox-carts, 
They set out across the prairie, 
Knowing not v;hat lay before them, 
Faced the wilderness and tamed it. 

Many men from many nations 
Followed them in search of riches, 

Helped develcp our resources, 
Added to our wealth and culture. 

Asking neither he1p nor handout 
Trusting in God's help alone, 

They have opened up the prairie 
Made a homeland of their own. 

They have laid a sound foundation 
Built on principles that last 
May we build a superstructure 

That is worthy of the past. 

* * * 

This poem was written to commemorate Manitoba's 
Centennial and won first place in U.C.W. competition 
of Brandon Presbyterial, April, 1970. 
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