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GOVERNMENT HOUSE 

RIDEAU HALL 

OTTAWA 
KIA OAl 

RESIDENCE DU GOUVERNEUR GENERAL 

I was interested to learn that the Municipality of 
Argyle is celebrating its Centennial in 1982. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to offer my 
congratulations to all those who, over the years, participated 
in the development of the community. 

I offer the citizens of Argyle my best wishes for 
their continued prosperity and the achievement of their collective 
and personal goals. 

Governor General of Canad 

January 1982 

3 



4 



I AM PLEASED TO OFFER MY CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 

CITIZENS OF THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ARGYLE WHICH IS 

CELEBRATING ITS lOath BIRTHDAY. 

A CENTENNIAL SHOULD BE ACKNOWLEDGED IN A SPECIAL 

MANNER AS IS BEING DONE WITH THE PUBLISHING OF THIS HISTORY 

OF THE FIRST 100 YEARS OF THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ARGYLE, 

"COME INTO OUR HERITAGE". 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCERE BEST WISHES FOR A MOST 

SUCCESSFUL CELEBRATION. 

CZ~l~L~ 
Lieutenant Gove~no~ 
P~ovinQe 06 Manitoba. 
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INTRODUCTION TO 
"COME INTO OUR HERITAGE" 

Sept. 22, 1981 

It is a great honour to have the opportunity to write an 
introduction to a publication which marks the lOOth year 
in the history of a great Manitoba, and Canadian, 
community such as the Municipality of Argyle. This is 
particularly so when one's family roots are deeply em
bedded in the community. 

Although no longer a resident, I still feel completely at 
home with the land and its people. There is a haunting 
beauty to the land which leaves an indelible impression 
on all of us, whether still resident or emigrated as is the 
case of many including myself and my wife, the former 
Shirley Hill. There is also a very special quality in the 
personality and character of the people who have been 
born and raised in the Municipality of Argyle. Our 
inheritance from the original settlers is one that imbues us 
with a spirit of striving and concern for others. 

The Argyle Centennial History Committee has earned 
our respect and gratitude for its invitingly titled cen
tennial book, "Come Into Our Heritage". The 
publication is an invaluable record of the fascinating 
sweep of events that have occurred from the early set
tlement times, through time periods of sometimes tur
bulent change and growth, up to the present time. This 
history is important and well worth preserving in this 
recorded form. Our past is a memorable one. Our future 
is one of exciting challenge. 

Donald W. Craik 
Deputy Premier 

Minister of Energy and Mines 
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"COME INTO OUR HERITAGE" 

This is a short introduction to the centennial history of 
the rural municipality of Argyle. 

The purpose of this book is to record for posterity the 
story of the land and the people who settled and lived in 
Argyle, since the year 1882, when municipal government 
was established in this area. 

I will only mention a few of the things to be found in 
the book. 

The first families had only been here for a year or two, 
or even a few years for some, when it became apparent 
that improvements to the land were going to be needed, 
i.e., roads, bridges, schools, churches, postal services, 
etc. 

The land in this area had been surveyed, so, locating 
the quarter sections was relatively easy. Assessing a 
charge or levy on each quarter section was more difficult, 
so a form of government known as rural municipal 
government was adopted to perform the task of equally 
assessing the cost of the various improvements desired or 
deemed necessary by the elected council. 

A charter of incorporation was soon obtained, and the 
tax money needed was assessed and collected and the 
improvements made in due course. 

In the earliest years, money was a scarce commodity so 
many farms elected to pay through a system called 
"Statutory Labour" whereby a farmer, with a team of 
horses, worked, building roads or bridges to offset part 
of the tax; and as some money was needed, a part was 
collected in cash. 

When more modern methods and machinery became 
available, this custom was discontinued. 

In the earliest years, a census was taken each year, this 
recorded much of what we now consider statistics, such 
as the number of people on each farm, male or female, 
married or single, age, number of horses, cattle, oxen, 
sheep, pigs and chickens, also the number of cultivated 
acres. 

Using this census, a fair and equitable assessment was 
drawn up and the year's tax levied, eligibility to vote on 
money matters also was based on the assessment. This 
was in the earliest years, later the assessment was based 
on productivity of the various soil types and on the 
number of cultivated acres. 

A federal census has taken over the statistics. 
The village of Baldur became the centre for municipal 

government in Argyle. The office there has collected the 

taxes for most of the 100 years. 
The taxes now levied are for school and municipal 

purposes and are augmented somewhat by a provincial 
per capita grant and by a homeowner's grant system 
whereby a homeowner or tenant gets assistance in paying 
their tax on their dwelling. 

The municipal council is a non-political group of 
people who dedicate their time and efforts to the bet
terment of the community. They are elected by the 
ratepayers every three years. Their monetary rewards are 
small but the satisfaction of doing something for the 
district is often the most valuable reward received. 

A village committee of three good citizens manages the 
affairs of the village of Baldur, but since the village is not 
incorporated, the taxes and expenses are handled through 
the municipal office. 

The people of Argyle are fortunate that they have 
always been served by a very dedicated and honest group 
of councillors and reeves and office staff. 

One of our centennial projects is the building of a new 
municipal office, hopefully to be ready for "ribbon 
cutting" at the centennial celebration. 

A steering committee for the Argyle centennial was 
formed in December, 1980. They are making many plans 
for this event. 

A centennial history book committee was also formed 
to edit, compile and publish this book, "Come Into Our 
Heritage". A contest was used to select the name, and it 
is interesting to note that the winner was born in the 
municipality. A former Argyle resident also designed the 
centennial pin or emblem which will be sold in 1982. The 
book committee deserve a great deal of praise and 
gratitude for the time-consuming and arduous task they 
have performed in getting the records ready for the 
publisher. 

We sincerely hope that the Argyle history will be 
updated, at least each 25 years, so that it will be easier to 
do for the shorter time span. 

As for myself, by 1982, when this book is published, I 
will be well into my 19th year on the Argyle municipal 
council (1964-73) serving as reeve since 1973. 

I consider it a privilege to have been in office at the 
time of our centennial milestone, and to have been asked 
to write this introduction. 

- Steini Johnson 
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FOREWORD 

When we were first approached by the Centennial 
Committee in February, 1981, to compile a history of the 
Rural Municipality or Argyle, we thought it sounded like 
a lot of fun. Ten months later, when the material was 
ready to go to press, we finally realized that it had taken 
thousands of women hours to complete the momentous 
task that we had undertaken so lightly. However, the 
enjoyment of working together and the co-operation we 
received from the community made it all seem worth
while. 

It is impossible to acknowledge individually everyone 
who has contributed memories and research. However, 
we would like to thank the municipal council and the 
staff at the municipal office for their help and support, 
and for the use of their facilities. 

It would have been impossible to compile an accurate 
history without access to the files of the "Baldur 
Gazette" and the help of its publishers. 

Shirley Fuller's title "Come Into Our Heritage" was 
chosen from over 50 titles submitted. 

We wish to thank Verna Hutlet for her co-operation 
with us in the design of the cover and for her sketches for 
the liner. 

We are grateful to the members of the community for 
the research, pictures, poetry, maps and family histories 
that they contributed. 

We also must thank all the volunteer typists, who typed 
and retyped, and made it possible for us to meet the 
deadline. 

The committee has tried to be as accurate as possible, 
however some inaccuracies in a task such as this are 
inevitable. The committee takes no responsibility for any 
such inaccuracies. 

We hope that some of the pleasure and satisfaction 
that we have derived from writing the story of our 
pioneers and the history of Argyle will be passed on to 
you. 

The Argyle Centennial 
History Book Committee 
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ARGYLE IN THE SPACE AGE 

This is a computer-generated photograph of the Argyle area which was taken by a "Landsat" satellite orbiting 500 miles above the surface of the earth. 
This image was obtained in 1972, the early days of this type of satellite. The camera is a scanner which measures the intensities of four bands of light, 
green, red, and two near-infrared bands (invisible). Measurements are taken an acre at a time. The satellite beams the data to a receiving station at 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. A computer then makes a picture from millions of numbers on tape. The computer can also analyze the data. The tape 
for the above image could be used to determine the acreage covered by water, cropland, or forest. In some cases, the computer can "recognize" dif
ferent crop types. A computer operator must first identify a feature such as a lake or a wheat field. The computer then finds other areas which have a 
similar spectral reflectance (colour) and measures their total acreage. 
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GEOLOGIC HISTORY OF 
THE R.M. OF ARGYLE 

The history of the R.M. of Argyle began in a cloud of 
dust and gas which collapsed and condensed to form our 
solar system 4.6 billion years ago. The rock which forms 
Argyle's 'foundation', part of the Canadian Shield, 
formed about 2.5 billion years ago. This mass of rock 
forms the core of the North American continent. It is 
exposed over most of the eastern two-thirds of Canada. 
The granites, granstones, and many other rock types 
which make up the shield are covered in our area by 1,100 
metres (3,600 feet) of younger rock. These deposits 
consist of material which accumulated at the bottom 'of a 
shallow sea which stretched across North America from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic. The lower 600 metres 
consists of limestone and related rock which formed from 
the remains of organisms such as coral and clam shells 
which lived in warm shallow water. The limestone 500 
metres below Argyle is a part of the same layer that is 
quarried east of Winnipeg and was used to build 
Manitoba's Legislative Buildings. Following deposition 
of the limestone, between 350 and 500 million years ago, 
500 metres of shale was deposited. The shale which is 
exposed in the Pembina Valley was deposited 75 million 
years ago when dinosaurs were abundant. The eastern 
edge of this layer forms the Manitoba Escarpment, the 
steep slope at Miami. 

The most recent phase in the development of Argyle's 
landscape began two million years ago. The North 
American continent had risen so the shallow sea had 
retreated. The area then was subjected to erosion instead 
of deposition. A change in the climate lead to slightly 
cooler temperatures. Snow ceased to melt entirely during 
the summer. As more snow accumulated during the 
winter than was melted during the summer over a period 
of centuries, the snow built up and compacted to form 
ice. Extensive ice fields grew until they began to flow 
under their own weight, thereby becoming glaciers. Ice 
with a thickness of as much as 4,200 metres (over 2.5 
miles) eventually covered almost all of Canada and the 
northern United States. A glacier grows when its outward 
movement exceeds melting at the ice front. A warming 
trend about 15,000 years ago caused an increase in 
melting and the ice front began to retreat. The ice front 
passed through the R.M. of Argyle during its final retreat 
northward nearly 13,000 years ago, taking about 300 
years to retreat from Rock Lake to Glenboro. 

As the huge wall of ice retreated, areas which sloped 
toward the ice front filled with water. Glacial Lake Souris 
occupied a 20 mile wide basin between Brandon and 
Minot, North Dakota. Lake Agassiz filled the Red River 
Valley. The first major event in Argyle during the 
recession of the ice front was the uncovering of the 
Pembina Valley and the subsequent drainage of Lake 
Souris through the valley into Lake Agassiz. The river 
which formed the valley drained all of Saskatchewan and 
Alberta. It carried run off from the area which is now 
drained by the Assiniboine and the Saskatchewan Rivers, 
including much glacial melt-water. It was very large, but 
short-lived. The valley has changed in two important 

ways since its formation. Flow from the upstream 
portion of its basin (Souris River) has been diverted out 
of the valley to Treesbank. Since this 'capture', very little 
water has flowed through the valley downstream· from 
Dunrea. The river which had washed excess sand and silt 
down the valley was gone, so steep-sloped tributaries 
began to dump sediment onto the valley bottom. The 
Pembina River, the small river which now occupies the 
valley through the area, is not large enough to cut 
through this sediment, so 'dams' have formed across the 
valley where tributaries meet it. These fan-shaped dams 
have formed Pelican, Lorne, Louise, Rock and Swan 
Lakes. 

When melting of ice in a glacier equals the rate of 
advance of the ice, the ice front remains stationary. This 
condition occurred when the ice front stood just north of 
Glenora. The ice then proceeded to dump sediment along 
its margin, conveyor-belt-like, forming hills of glacial 
sediment, called till or hard pan. This till contains 
crushed rock, gravel, and boulders of limestone and 
granite which were carried hundreds of miles by the ice. 
The flat area around Glenora consists of waterlaid 
sediment which was deposited by meltwater rushing off 
the ice front. The rate of melting subsequently increased 
and the ice front retreated, leaving the generally flat area 
south of Baldur. 

When the ice front was just north of Greenway and 
Baldur, it surged back and forth over a period of time. 
Whenever it advanced, the ice front pushed up an 
elorgate mass of shale, bedrock and sediment. This 
action created the Tiger Hills, which consist of a series of 
east-west rows of hills with lakes just north of the hills. 
The lakes in the Tiger Hills are the cavities that the 
material making up the hills was moved from. There are 
also lakes which formed where a block of ice was buried. 
As the ice melted, a depression containing a lake was 
formed. While the ice front stood along the Tiger Hills, 
Greenway Glacial Lake formed just south of Greenway. 
This lake began to form the Dry River Valley. 

When the ice front retreated from Tiger Hills, Brandon 
Glacial Lake formed between the ice and the hills. 
Outflow from this lake, which stretched from Holland to 
Brandon flowed south to the Pembina Valley. An early 
high level of Brandon Lake filled outflow channels at St. 
Alphonse, north of Greenway, and a group of channels 
which cross what is now Highway 23, two to three miles 
east of Baldur. These channels, which are obvious south 
of Baldur, flowed to Pembina Valley two miles east of 
Neelin. 

As the level of Brandon Lake dropped, flow passed 
through the Dry River Valley only. Eventually, Dry River 
was abandoned. Brandon Lake drained eastward as ice 
melted from a valley just south of Holland and Treherne. 
It was during the life of this lake that the Qu' Appelle 
Valley in Saskatchewan was uncovered. Flow from the 
Assiniboine to Brandon Lake increased as drainage from 
Alberta and Saskatchewan took a 'short-cut' to the Red 
River Valley; passing through the northern portion of the 
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R.M. of Argyle, instead of its earlier route into North 
Dakota and north to the' Pembina Valley. 

The final influence the Ice Age had on Argyle was the 
action of Glacial Lake Agassiz. This huge lake was over 
700 feet deep over Winnipeg and stretched from Brandon 
to northwestern Ontario. The highest shoreline of Lake 
Agassiz left beach ridges which are still visible in section 
18-6-14W, three miles south and two miles west of 
Glenboro Cemetery. The level of Lake Agassiz dropped 
and the water retreated from the area as the outlet of the 
lake at Brown's Valley, Minnesota was eroded down. 
Lake Agassiz was finally drained when ice melted from 
Hudson Bay. 

Little has changed in Argyle since the Ice Age, over 
11,000 years ago. The appearance of people, first from 
Asia shortly after ice recession and then from Europe a 
hundred years ago has done little to change the landscape 
that was sculpted by ice and water long ago. 

LAKE GREENWAY PHASE 

After having reached its maximum extent into the United States 14,500 
years ago, the ice front retreated north. The edge of the huge ice sheet 
reached the R.M. of Argyle about 12,700 years ago. After depositing 
the hills north of Glenora, the ice caused the formation of glacial Lake 
Greenway. Drainage from the lake began to form the Dry River valley. 
The Pembina Valley held a huge river which drained all of Sask
atchewan and Alberta. 
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Will the glaciers return to the area? It's possible, but 
they will take thousands of years to get here. The tem
perature would have the first influence, however. Only a 
slight cooling of the climate would shorten the growing 
season so wheat could not be grown. But even that is a 
long way off - if it ever happens. 

Sources of Information: 
Although scientific explorers studied the area in the 

latter half of the 1800's, nearly all of the research on this 
area has been done by Dr. John Albert Elson, now of 
McGill University in Montreal. Dr. Elson completed his 
Ph.D. thesis, 'The Surficial Geology of the Tiger Hills 
Region, Manitoba, Canada' during the early 1950's. His 
research was done under the supervision of Richard 
Foster Flint, of Yale University, the most famous 
Quaternary (Ice Age) geologist of all time. 

BRANDON LAKE - PHASE ONE 

Formation of the Dry River valley caused the drainage of Lake 
Greenway. As the ice retreated to its position in this map, a number of 
readvances pushed up the Tiger Hills, leaving lakes in the cavities which 
the hills came from. Brandon Lake formed between the ice front and 
the Tiger Hills. Large amounts of water cut valleys north of Greenway 
and south-west of St. Alphonse, converging on the Dry River valley. 
Spillover from this high level cut the channels south of Baldur. 
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BRANDON LAKE - PHASE TWO 

Deepening of the Dry River valley caused a drop in the level of Brandon 
Lake and abandonment of the channels at St. Alphonse and south of 
Baldur. 

LAKE AGASSIZ - PHASE 

G 

G 

Brandon Lake disappeared when its north shore - the ice front -
retreated north. Lake Agassiz filled the Red River valley, stretching 
from Brandon to Ontario. Lake Agassiz beach ridges are still visible in 
the north-western part of Argyle. Flow through the Pembina Valley was 
reduced again as water was diverted north out of the valley to 
Wawanesa. 

BRANDON LAKE - PHASE THREE 

G 

G 

Dry River was abandoned as ice melted from a lower outlet, through the 
valley three miles south of Holland. Flow through Pembina Valley was 
greatly reduced as drainage from Western Canada entered the newly 
uncovered Quappelle Valley in Saskatchewan. From there, water en
tered the Assiniboine Valley and passed through Brandon Lake. 

TODAY 

Lake Agassiz was drained by about 8,000 years ago when the ice sheet 
covering Hudson Bay melted, allowing drainage to flow north again. 
Steep-sloped tributary streams deposited fan-shaped dams across the 
Pembina valley, gradually causing the formation of Pelican, Lome, 
Louise, Rock, and Swan Lakes. 
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ROCKLAKE 
ANCIENT AND MODERN 

Although European settlement did not start to alter the 
appearance of the woodland and prairie of the Argyle 
area until the 1870's, this region had been well known to 
nomadic groups hunting bison for 3,500 years. 

Rock Lake on the southern boundaries of Argyle has a 
history as old as any part of Manitoba. Ancient man 
dwelt on the shores of the lake. Manitoba archaeologists, 
including Chris Vickers, the noted Manitoba ar
chaeologist, who lived and worked for years in Argyle, 
have recovered primitive tools and weapons. In 1944, 
when Chris began his first excavations at the Avery site 
(SW 14-3-13) on a terrace overlooking the northeastern 
shore of Rock Lake, he found projectile points which 
indicated that there had been human occupation of the 
Avery site about 1500 B.C, This early material has been 
defined as "The Lake Shore Culture", and it is one of the 
few established records of early man in Manitoba. 

At an earlier date, eight to ten thousand years ago, 
hunters of the extinct giant bison were in Argyle. Their 
well-made spear points have been found in limited 
number. 

Centuries later more advanced and cultured Indians 
lived at Rock Lake. They made excellent pottery; and 
buried their illustrious dead in the burial mounds that dot 
the level plain above the lake. The present-day Christian 
Enrichment Family Camp is built on a village site of these 
mound-building Indians. The lovely terrace where the 
United Church is now holding summer camps for the 
youth of Manitoba, was another old village site of the 
same pottery-making people. 

These pottery-making Indians occupied the sites in
termittently. They were Sioux, Algonquin,and perhaps 
Athapaskan. Some were Assiniboines or Plains Cree 
according to the journal of Alexander Henry the 
younger. 

This small pottery vessel, made jor burial with the dead was jound in 
the Cavers mound, No.2, Rock Lake. This piece oj pottery is unusual 
because it was possible to assemble all the pieces to jorm a complete 
vessel. It was on display jor a number oj years at the U. oj Manitoba, 
but it is now owned by Mr. Bert Cavers. 
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The A very Mound in 1970, near the site oj the present day Rock Lake 
Gun Club. 

The well-established record of prehistoric time is 
continued in the written story of the past 200 years. It is 
doubtful if La Verendrye ever saw the lake, but he knew 
of its existence, for on Philippe Bauche's Paris map of 
1754, based in part on La Verendry's western ex
plorations, it is named "L. du Brochet". This French 
name, which means Pike Lake, was quite appropriate for 
a lake that until recently yielded the angler good pike. 

Peter Pond on his map of 1785, calls Rock Lake "Rib 
Lake" and the draining Pembina River "Rib River". 
This was its Indian name. It is an English translation of 
the native name for the whole chain of small lakes, from 
Bone Lake to Swan Lake, that curve like the "fhit ribs" 
of a buffalo hump across the landscape of southern 
Manitoba. 

Alexander Henry the younger, in his journal between 
1799 and 1808, uses the French equivalent "Lacs due 
Placotte" or various English names such as "Rib-bone 
Lakes" or "Ribband Lakes". A relic of Henry's "Rib
bone" still survives in the modern name Bone Lake, the 
most westerly lake of the chain which lies northwest of 
Ninette, Man. 

In 1859, Henry Youle Hind, the Canadian explorer of 
the prairies, named them the "Back-fat Lakes". This was 
not an unusual departure, for the "flat ribs" of the 
buffalo hump were also the source of the valuable back 
fat, used in the making of pemmican. This curious name 
of Hind's continued to be used as late as 1872, for it is 
found in a map of British America that illustrates Sir 
W .F. Butler's "The Great Lone Land". 

None of the men who used these early terms ever saw 
Rock Lake, their names were based entirely on Indian 
information. The first European to see it was likely John 
Tanner, the white man who was raised by the Chippewa 
Indians. About 1799, John Tanner and his Indian family 



returned to the Red River from western Manitoba by way 
of Rock Lake and the Pembina River. 

The modern name, Rock Lake, is very appropriate, for 
the shoreline is an almost continuous mass of glacial 
boulders. The first man to use the name was Father 
George A. Belcourt of Pembina. In a letter written in 
1845, Father Belcourt describes a buffalo hunt and names 
the lake, "the Lake of the Rocks" . 

This became final when the dominion land surveyors, 
John and William Otty and Walter Beatty, placed Rock 
Lake on the township maps of 1872. 

During the nineteenth century, the summer grounds 
were used as a fishing camp of the Saulteaux. Indians 
from Swan Lake Indian Reserve and the Long Plains 
Reserve often camped along the shores of Rock Lake on 
their way to North Dakota. The ruts of the Red River 
Cart trail used by the Indians and Metis are still visible in 
some spots on the northeastern side of Rock Lake. 

Harry Comber, a Glenora area farmer, has preserved a 
rare unplowed portion of this Indian Trail on 9-4-13. In 
1900, when his mother, Minnie Comber, was only five 
years old, her family lived in a woodframe dugout by the 
trail and she can vividly remember watching the carts 
pulled by "thin Indian ponies" as they went by. 

Harry Comber and 100-year old unplowed portion of old Indian Trail 
from Portage to Deloraine, preserved on the Comber farm, 1-4-13. 

"The old Red River carts," she recalls. "You could 
hear them squawking and squeaking for miles. They 
didn't use grease. That's why they squawked and 
squeaked." 

A few Metis families, who left the Red River after the 
Riel Rebellion, followed their preference for wooded lots 
near water and settled around Rock Lake where there was 
still some game, plenty of fish, grazing for stock, and 
wood for cabins and fuel. 

Caroline Martin - a wandering Saulteaux of the Swan Lake Band, well 
known in the Baldur area, 1930-1952. 

They built their houses of oak logs, chinked and 
plastered with clay. The roofs were thatched and sodded. 
A few stools and benches, a table, a bed and some 
cooking utensils made up the furnishings. The sites of 
some of these cabins can still be seen. 

Some of the Metis families followed established 
procedure and homesteaded; others followed their 
traditional practices and built their cabins on unused land 
or road allowances. The Joe Dakotah family, who 
homesteaded all of section 20 west of Rock Lake, was a 
respected family with large herds of cattle and horses. 
The Gosselin family headed by Marie Gosselin, a sister of 
Joe Dakotah, settled NW 22. Families like the Montroys, 
Rickers, McKays all formed a community around the 
lake. 

There is a record that Norbert Dakotah won a 10 mile 
foot race against a F. Stevens at a picnic at Neelin's on 
July 1, 1901. However, by 1920, the Dakotahs, along 
with many other Metis families, had left the Rock Lake 
region, probably to settle around St. John, North 
Dakota. 

Rock Lake continued to be a haven for different 
people seeking the shelter of its wooded banks. In the late 
nineteenth century, horse thieves from the United States 
found it very convenient to dig trenches in the banks of 
the lake and hide there in daytime, raiding the district 
north of the lake during the night. Roger Brown, an old
time settler, told of those horse thieves who used to steal 
horses from the States and sell them in Canada. When 
one gang held up a train in North Dakota, one of their 
members was shot in the shoulder. They made a get-away 
to Rock Lake, and while they were holed up there, they 
went to Roger Brown's pasture, lassooed a heifer, killed 
it on the spot, and each carried off a quarter to their 
hideout. 

The lake became a popular spot for picnics and outings 
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An Outing at Rock Lake, Early 1900's. Standing, Le/t to Right: Steini Snydal, not known, Clyde Play/air, Ernie 
Sexsmith. Men Sitting, Le/t to Right: Jack Snidal, Mr. Oatway, Baldy Snydal, Bill Sexsmith, Art Rankin. 
Front Row: Ella Play/air, Lily Morris, Lil Snydal (Big Lif), Leo Sexsmith, Lil Snidal (Little Lif). 

for the new homesteaders. By the early twentieth century, 
people from Glenora, Greenway and Baldur areas began 
to camp out and built cabins along the shores of the lake. 
It continues to be a mecca for Americans - not only horse 
thieves. Mr. Cavers established a camping spot which is 
still in use on the east end of the lake. The A verys built a 
very popular resort hotel on the north shore. For years it 
was the site of dances and baseball tournaments which 
attracted crowds from both sides of the border. The 
Avery family sold their business to a Christian Enrich
ment Family Camp in 1980. To the west, the United 
Church operates a camp for young people. Still further 
west the Odells maintained a camp ground which has 
been sold to O. Ostrowski. Rock Lake Provincial Park is 
located on section 15. The Rock Lake Gun Club, the 
oldest gun club in Manitoba, is situated just north of the 
lake. 

In recent years the waters of Rock Lake have been 
plagued by an excess of vegetation, but the provincial 
government is planning to raise the water levels. 

Rock Lake has been a camping ground for pre-historic 
peoples, Indians, buffalo hunters, fur traders, fishermen 
and horse thieves. It still provides attractive, wooded 
spots in which to camp and relax. 

************ 

The section on pre-history and the naming of Rock 
Lake is taken from an article by Chris Vickers, "Rock 
Lake - Prairie Playground", "Winnipeg Tribune", Sept. 
23, 1952. 
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Fishing at Rock Lake - 1935. Joe Vassart, George Avery, Joe Avery. 

George Fowler and Frank Fowler and catamaran (built by George, sails 
by Vivian Fowler, 1977). 



THE 1880's 
THE SEEDS OF OUR HERITAGE 

The decade of the 1880's was a time of westward ex
pansion in response to the federal government's high 
pressure advertising campaign and the need for new 
farmland for large Ontario families and new immigrants 
to Canada. 

The federal government vigourously promoted its new 
lands in the West. It had to settle these lands in order to 
ensure the success of the Canadian Pacific Railroad and 
to help payoff the debt it had incurred to purchase this 
territory from the Hudson's Bay Company. The federal 
government sent its agents throughout Quebec and 
Ontario as well as Europe, Great Britain, and Iceland. 
Their advertising stressed the availability of free, virgin, 
fertile soil. There was no mention of drought, 
grasshoppers, hail, prairie fires, or isolation. 

Full of hope, many homesteaders of Scottish Irish 
descent, who had cleared farms in the swampy land 
around Ormstown, south of Montreal, in the French
speaking, Catholic province of Quebec, decided to make 
a fresh start in the neWly-opened lands of the Northwest 
Territories. In the early 1880's, families like the Max
wells, Cummings and McKays made the long trek from 
Montreal to the Rock Lake area. They had to travel by a 
circuitous route: train from Montreal to Chicago to 
Emerson and then by foot or cart to Rock Lake. 

Settlers of British descent in Ontario found their farms 
too small to support their growing families. Living in 
Ontario was also very difficult as the heavily forested 
land had to be painstakingly cleared by man and horse
power; one tree at a time. 
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Original log house on the Joel Josephson homestead, built about 1889, 
26-5-14. It was demolished about 1980. 

The lure of open prairie, ready to be plowed, along 
with the promise of cheap land, was enough for many 
established Ontario families to uproot themselves and 
travel West. Names like Playfair, Cramer, McLennan, 
Neelin soon became important in the Argyle region. 

The Canadian government's advertising campaign 
overseas was also very succ.essful. News of cheap land 
came to Great Britain and Iceland just at a time of 
economic distress in both countries. Many Icelanders 
who had settled first around Gimli in Lake Winnipeg 
came overland by wagon to the Grund and Bru region in 
the northern part of Argyle. British settlers came by 
railroad to either Emerson or Carman and trekked the 
distance west. Most of southern Argyle was homesteaded 
by people of British extraction. 

When the settlers arrived, they found that much of the 
land was already held by railroad companies, the 
Hudson's Bay Company or land speculators. Thus some 
of the best land was not settled until pressure for land 
made people more willing to pay for it. However, there 
was plenty of water available, and wells were usually 
easily dug. The numerous lakes, ponds, streams and well
timbered land attracted moisture. There seemed to be no 
danger of crop failure on account of drought. 

THE FIRST SETTLEMENTS 

The first areas of Argyle to be settled were to the south 
around the Rock Lake district about 1879. 

MARRING HURST 

The John Wilson family crossed the Pembina River a 
mile east of Rock Lake in 1879, and pitched their tent on 
what is now known as the Marringhurst plains. Mrs. 
Wilson was the first white woman to settle in the district. 
Their farm was a stopping place for homesteaders who 
had just forded the Pembina on the way farther west and 
the Wilsons were renowned for their hospitality. 
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MOROPANO 

Farther west, homesteaders filed claim around the 
western edge of Rock Lake. This area soon had enough 
inhabitants to warrant a post office called Moropano. 

GLASGOW 

One group of speculators called the "Syndicate" 
(probably backed by Thomas Greenway, the future 
premier) who operated around Crystal City, promoted 
the townsite of Glasgow. On page one of the "Rock Lake 
Herald" Vol. I, No. I, published by Thomas Greenway at 
Crystal City, September 1, 1881, the following ad
vertisement appeared: 

ANEW 
SYNDICATE TOWN 

Glasgow is being surveyed in the magnificent 
Rock Lake district 

Township 5, Range 13 West, surrounded 
By first-rate farming country. 

No rival towns near 
Permanent Improvements 

A FEW LOTS 
Will be put on the market at an early date 

F.E. Burnham, Emerson 
Agent for the proprietors 

The "Rock Lake Herald" also published an article on 
Glasgow in the same issue 

A NO STILL ANOTHER 
A new town is being laid out in TP 5, Range 
13W, and is to be called "Glasgow". It is a 
very fine location, being centrally located in 
that magnificent section of country, north of 
Rock Lake, 
It is also in the centre of the "County of 
Lorne. " 

What happened to Glasgow? No one knows. There is 
no record of such plans in the Morden Land Titles Of
fice. Perhaps when the site was not developed, the land 
reverted to the crown without any changes being noted. 

OTENAW 

In April 1880, John Playfair and his son A.W. 
Playfair, along with Sam Dowdall and George W. 
Cramer, Sr. with his sons, made their way from Emerson 
overland into Township 5, Range 13. A few months later 
the rest of the Playfair family arrived and in October, 
1880, Katie Wilhelmine, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George W. Playfair was born. By December, the rest of 
the Cramer family had come and there was a thriving 
settlement of 11 Cramers and 20 Playfairs in a place 
which only a year before had been known as an Indian 
camping ground or Otenaw. The area, which was called 
the Playfair or Cramer settlement, was 17 miles from the 
nearest store, 60 miles from the nearest doctor, and 125 
miles from the nearest railway. However, there was soon 
a post office called Otenaw located in A. W. Playfair's 
home. 



BRU AND GRUND 

When the Icelanders came into the northern portion of 
present-day Argyle in 1880, they soon formed com
munities centred around Bru in the east and Grund north 
of present-day Baldur. 

EXPENSES AND EQUIPMENT 

Once the settlers arrived they found that the land alone 
was not sufficient. A considerable amount of equipment 
was necessary to begin efficient farming. 

The following is a list of goods needed by a 
homesteader. 

ARTICLE 

1 good team of horses 
1 set of harness 
1 wagon with box 
1 sleigh 
1 plow 
1 set of harrows 
a seed drill 
1 roller or packer 
1 mower and rake 
1 binder 
other implements and tools 

COST 

$250.00 
32.00 
75.00 
25.00 
18.00 
13.00 
85.00 

$10.00 
95.00 

135.00 
50.00 

STOCK 

Besides these, a settler might pay $160 for four good 
cows, $60 for four bred sows or four ewes for $20 and a 
small flock of poultry at $10 thus guaranteeing that the 
family should eat well and have wool for winter clothing 
as well. 

Most settlers did not start up working with horses. 
Oxen were much cheaper because they required little 
care, and could live and work on grass and could live 
outside. However, although oxen were patient, hard
working beasts, they could only work a small amount of 
land. As soon as the settlers could afford them they 
bought horses. Horses cost more, had to be fed hay and 
oats and required large stables for shelter. However, the 
greatly increased amount of work horses could do more 
than offset the increased amount of time and effort 
needed to maintain them. It was only with the increased 
use of horses that farming on a large scale could begin. 

Cattle have always been an important part of 
agriculture in the Argyle area. There are records of 
pedigree stock dating from 1883. 

H. and P. Strang had a prize bull, "Young Prince of 
Orange", which served 26 cows in the spring and summer 
of 1884. Prince's pedigree was admirable. 

"Young Prince of Orange 
Red and a little white 
Calved March 1, 1883 
Sired by Prince of Orange 

Log house on William Craik's Dry River Farm (22-4-12), homesteaded in 1885. 
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DAM 
I Long Cow by Prince of Wales (5997) 
II Beauty by King of the West (3446) 
III Exeter Cow by Suttam - 1802 

Prince of Orange was a model of a short-horn bred 
by Russell of Richmond Hill. Prince of Orange 
gained first prize at South Huron County show held 
at Bruce field in 1881. First at Kirkton, First at 
Seaforth fall show. First at Exeter fall show for the 
best bull under two years in 1882. 

First at Brucefield and special for the best bull on 
the ground and First at Exeter spring show in 1883." 

TYPE OF FARMS 

Growing grain as a cash crop did not really start until 
the railroads came into the Argyle area. If there was grain 
to sell it often had to be hauled 60 miles to the railhead. 

Farming for the first few years was merely subsistence. 
The first crops were usually quite small; around 50 acres 
of oats for the horses. There were usually milk cows and 
poultry. The farm wife had to provide the clothing for 
her family, after spinning and weaving wool from the 
family's own sheep. 

Flour had to be freighted from Emerson, Carman or 
Brandon and was often not available in the winter. One 
family lived for six weeks on boiled wheat, potatoes, milk 
and prairie chicken. Bannock, flour and grease made into 
biscuit dough and cooked on a griddle, was often a 
substitute for bread. September, 1885, Accountsfrom the Cash Book of P. and H. Strang. 

An early threshing machine probably in use by the end of the 1880's. The straw sheaves were fed into the threshing machine after the bands were 
cut by hand by young boys. 
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LACK OF MONEY 

The pioneer society was not a cash society. Many 
settlers had to mortgage their land in order to acquire the 
necessary implements. Money cost 2070 a month, often 
this was discounted to make actual interest around 30% 
annually. Money was scarce and many found themselves 
in foreclosure proceedings losing everything. One pioneer 
family's records show that the mortgage which lawyers 
were about to foreclose was held jointly by the Ar
chbishop of Rupertsland and the Catholic Archbishop of 
St. Boniface. 

However, before one condemns the moneylenders, it 
must be remembered that the risk was high. Land was 
cheap, and all too often a settler in danger of losing his 
land would simply pack up and head west for a· new 
$10.00 homestead leaving the farm behind to the money 
lender who could do with it what he pleased. Most 
lenders thus lost money. 

INDIANS 

When the first European settlers arrived in the area 
they were often helped by local Indians. In spite of their 
friendly meetings, there was a considerable scare in the 
Argyle region during the 1885 Riel Rebellion. The In
dians from the nearby reserve at Swan Lake were ac
customed to freely roaming the area, and the settlers were 
frightened that the local Indians would join in the 
uprising. A petition was circulated requesting the for
mation of a mounted police. But fear subsided as nothing 
came of the Indian threat. Local Indians continued to 
move about the area, camping in their old spots and 
occasionally stopping by a settler's home to trade or ask 
for food. 

LACK OF HEALTH CARE 

A hardship which all the settlers faced for a long period 
of time was the absence of adequate health care. Many 
pioneer families have stories of women giving birth with 
no aid at all, while their husbands had gone to a 
neighbour's to call for help. Local midwives, some self
taught, stepped in to fill the need and were very suc
cessful in their efforts. However, in local cemeteries, 
there are many tombstones of children who died at a very 
young age because of lack of proper nutrition or some 
childhood illness which is either non-existent or easily 
cured today. 

FIRE AND FROST 

Fire and frost were scourges that hit the area at regular 
intervals. There is a record that the 1886 rates for 
Roseberry School were reduced from $200.00 to $75.00 
because of the hardships the farmers of that area ex
perienced after the great fire which swept the whole 
district that year. 

In 1889, the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba ad
vanced up to $500.00 to the R.M. of Argyle to be lent to 
the farmers to purchase seed-grain on account of the 
severe frost damage in 1888. This money had to be repaid 
by the municipality at 6% per annum. 

SCHOOLS 

In spite of their isolation and the difficulties of ob
taining a subsistence livelihood, the settlers soon 
organized schools for their children. Generally, sections 
11 and 29 in each township were sold to provide money 
for schools. Sometimes the bachelor farmers grumbled 
about paying more taxes for school, but education 
prevailed. By 1886, the R.M. of Argyle was collecting 
rates for 15 school districts. 

CHURCHES 

The establishment of churches paralleled the spread of 
schools. 

Religious denominations were closely allied to the 
origins of the settlers. The Methodist and Presbyterian 
churches were very strong. The Icelandic Lutheran 
Church was dominant in northern Argyle. The Anglican 
Church was associated with people of English origin. 
There was the occasional Baptist and Pentecostal 
congregation. All of the churches had many related 
organizations and missionary societies. 

FRATERNAL SOCIETIES 

Early inhabitants of Argyle were great joiners. Besides 
all their religious organizations most people belonged to 
at least one lodge or ladies' auxiliary. Many settlers from 
Ontario mention that one of their first activities was the 
formation of a Loyal Orange Lodge. These fraternal 
organizations promoted community development, and 
provided fellowship and some form of insurance to their 
members. 

MUNICIPAL ORGANIZATION 

The area very quickly became politically organized. As 
early as 1881, the first councillors for the new 
municipality of Argyle were elected and sworn in by 
A. W. Playfair. He had been especially appointed 
commissioner of oaths for that date so that he could 
swear in his brother, George W. as warden (or reeve). 

Mr. William Stark, who was renowned for his fine 
penmanship, was appointed first secretary-treasurer in 
February of 1882, when the new council actually took 
office. For the first few years of the municipality, the 
council meetings and the office were located in Mr. 
Stark's home. 

The only copy of a by-law which still exists from 1882, 
is in the accompanying illustration. This by-law dealt 
with a perennial problem of rural areas - domestic 
animals running loose. From May 1 to Oct. 15 of the 
year, domestic animals were forbidden to run at large. 

Taxes were levied only on the value of land. By 1897, 
160 acre quarter-sections were taxed an average of 
$12.00. In the first days of the municipality taxes could 
be paid in the form of statute labour - work on mending 
roads or building bridges. If the assessed statute labour 
was not performed, there was a fine of $1.00 per day plus 
costs or imprisonments. 
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However, some farmers objected even to this form of 
taxation. 

In July of 1889, William Tisdale appealed the seven 
days of statute labour assessed 3-4-13. Acting as agent on 
behalf of B. Caldweler Co. he wrote the following 
complaint to the municipal clerk: 

"I appeal from this Asst. on ground of over valuation -
as said section is third class land containing only small 
portions of arable land and being cut up with ponds ... " 

PROVINCIAL POLITICS 

Once the municipality had been organized, local 
politicians became active in provincial politics. In 1881, 
the Argyle area was situated in what was known as part 
of the "Western Extension". This extension was not 
considered to be part of Manitoba at that time. In 1884, 
most of Argyle became part of the County of Rock Lake 
- then in 1886, the Electoral Division of Mountain 
assumed most of the south half of the County of Rock 
Lake. Some of the northern area was put into the E.D. of 
Cypress. 

In the 80's both districts voted Liberal. The E.D. of 
Cypress elected R.S. Thompson, who had immigrated to 
Manitoba from Ontario, as M.L.A. The representative 
for Mountain from 1886 until 1904, was the Honourable 
Thomas Greenway. 

Local Liberals were not slow to ask for appointments 
once Thomas Greenway became premier. One local 
resident wrote several times to the premier. In June of 
1889, he wrote asking to be appointed Justice of the 
Peace stating: 

"We have already found the need of a J.P. in our 
Midst - one Fire some school returns. If your humble 
scribe will not answer. Please appoint one who will and 
you will confer a favour. " 

In March of 1890, the same persistent gentleman wrote 
the Hon. Thos. Greenway asking for any little com
mission as "my best friend in the local house" . 

Even the new settlers from overseas were soon involved 
in politics. In a letter sent from Grund Post Office, Oct. 
21, 1889, S. Christopherson, a leader in the Icelandic 
community and an immigration agent, wrote the Hon. 
Thos. Greenway stating: 

"Dear Sir, 

I quite forgot to ask you for blank forms for 
naturalization papers - will you please forward me some 
by the first opportunity. There are quite a few here now, 
who should be naturalized and have their names placed 
on the voters list. " 

Obviously it was expected they would vote Liberal! 

By-law No.4 oj the Municipality oj Argyle, Feb. 22, 1882, written in 
secretary-treasurer, William Stark's beautiful penmanship, provided 
jor the impounding oj domestic animals running at large. 
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THE RAILROADS COME 

From the very beginning of settlement in the Argyle 
region the lack of railroads was a major obstacle to full 
development. The settlers in their haste for new land, had 
pushed ahead of the rail lines. In spjte of their continual 
agitation and representations to the provincial govern
ments, both the province and the municipalities were 
stymied by the monopoly rights the Canadian govern
ment had given to the C.P .R. 

PROPOSED LINES 

In 1880, the Municipality of Louise to the southeast of 
Argyle sold $65,000 worth of debentures to aid the ill
fated Manitoba and Southwest Colonization Railroad to 
extend into this area. In 1884, the Rock Lake, Souris 
Valley, and Brandon Railway Company was set up by 
local businessmen to run a line from Pilot Mound to 
Brandon, but the federal government disallowed the 
Manitoba Charter. 

The Crystal City "Syndicate" also attempted to get 
hold of railroad riches by promoting the pie-in-the-sky 
Brandon and Pembina Mountain Railway. This line was 
to start in the Dakota Territory and go northwest through 
Crystal City and on through township 5, range 13, the 
future site of Greenway, but this line turned out to be just 
another figment of speculator's imaginations. 

In the early 1880's the C.P .R. reached Manitou in the 
South and Glenboro in the north, but this still left the 
central section of Argyle without rail transportation. 

As early as 1884, southern Manitoba farmers and 
businessmen were holding meetings to discuss the ad
vantage of a Hudson Bay Route. 

CANADIAN NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD 

When the Hon. T.W. Greenway became premier of 
Manitoba in 1888, his supporters deluged his office with 
petitions urging the construction of better rail facilities. 
Greenway finally received permission from the federal 
government to allow railroad construction by companies 
other than the C.P.R. and contracted with the Canadian 
Northern Pacific Railway Company (a branch of the 
American Company) for construction of a line from 
Morris to Brandon which would pass through the future 
towns of Greenway, Baldur, Belmont and Hilton. 

To hasten the rail line construction the Argyle 
Municipal Council gave the Northern Pacific $4,500.00 
to come through the municipality and also gave it the 
right-of-way and station sites free. The following is an 
excerpt of a letter written by Peter Strang, the reeve of 
Argyle, to Premier Greenway on Oct. 9, 

"My dear sir 

I am sorry to trouble you again concerning a matter in 
which you interested yourself so much already for us, viz 
the Morris and Brandon Ry. 

The people here finding themselves in many cases, 
short of funds to meet railway indebtedness owing to 
short crops - purpose getting council to submit by-law to 
the part of Argyle interested to borrow $4,500 and then 

to ask the legislature at the coming session to legalize the 
by-law. 

Is it possible to do this? Will you support this cause? 
I do not think the argument, that it would be 

establishing a bad precedent for the Legislature to do 
this, will apply in our case; because it looked at the time 
that we could not get railway facilities without bon using 
the N.P. and that in getting it we did not deprive some 
other locality of a needed railway for our people north of 
Tiger Hills were already well supplied. 

I may say further that the speculators will in this way 
be forced to pay their share and rightly too for they have 
increased the price of their lands very considerably since 
the advent of a railway. Kindly give this matter your 
consideration and support. 

RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION 

Yours truly, 
P. Strang 

Moropano" 

There was considerable political infighting and 
speculation over the sites of the railway station, but 
Greenway and Baldur were the town-sites finally agreed 
upon. 

Once the construction began, the line quickly crossed 
the municipality. 

All the steel for the railway came from England in 
1889, and was laid in that same year. Trains started 
moving in 1890. Magnus Thordarson and Antonius 
Isberg became section foremen, one going west, the other 
going east. Early in the history of the railway, Mr. Eli 
Arnold became station agent. He was followed by his 
son, Fred Arnold, who in turn was followed by his son 
Frank Arnold. 

THE CANADIAN NORTHERN 

Friday, June 1, 1901, the provincial government 
transferred the Northern Pacific line which it had 
recently acquired to the Canadian Northern Company. 

THE CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILROAD 

Railroad consolidation continued when in 1922, the 
Canadian National Railways took control of the 
Canadian Northern. The Baldur station was closed down 
in 1974, and the station building was sold to the 
Manitoba Agricultural Museum at Austin where it is on 
display. 

AGOODSTART 

As soon as the railroad came to the area, real com
mercial growing of cattle and grain could begin. The 
railroad towns expanded; power machinery could be 
brought in; and the farmers now broke up all the land 
available on both sides of the line. 

The decade of the 1880's ended on a note of hope. The 
railroads provided a link to major trading centres. In ten 
years the settlers had succeeded in establishing a new 
society onto which they had grafted familiar political and 
social organizations. 
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1890'S 
A DECADE OF GROWTH 

At the beginning of the nineties the settlers of Argyle 
looked forward to an era of optimism and unlimited 
growth. The railroads now provided good transportation 
for most of the municipality. Each new town which 
sprang up at a railroad station was soon calling itself a 
'bustling metropolis'. Greenway, Baldur, and in the west, 
Belmont and Hilton became prosperous villages offering 
a wider variety of services than are now available. 

SCHOOLS 

The municipal council was kept busy dealing with 
requests for new school districts and re-apportionment of 
lands in school districts, so that each family would be 
within reasonable walking distance of a school. 

ROADS 

Roads, or rather the lack of them, was another 
perennial topic for council meetings. The system of 
statute labour did not always work well and there were 
constant complaints that roads in one area were neglected 
in favour of those in another ward. The numerous lakes, 
streams, ponds and sloughs in the area may have been an 
asset, but for the roadbuilders they were a hindrance. It 
required quite a bit of engineering skill as well as labour 
and money to construct permanent roads and bridges in 
the hills and valley of Argyle. 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

In spite of the fact that the inhabitants of the prairies 
always boasted of their clean, healthy environment as 
compared to the dirt found in the cities, real health 
hazards existed. The municipal council appointed 
sanitary inspectors for each ward and there was always at 
least one doctor appointed medical officer of health. 
Often dead animals were left on the roads, their ap
pearance and odour very offensive to passers-by. 
Sometimes barn and stables had to be fumigated and 
washed out after an outbreak of disease. 

In the villages especially, there were constant reminders 
to clean up the streets. In the fall, notices would appear 
advising residents to clean-up their rubbish, clean their 
wells, cisterns and outhouses. There was also the 
perennial problem of wandering cows and sheep that no 
municipal orders seemed to regulate. 

Constant reminders were published to clean out 
chimneys as a safeguard against the ever-present threat of 
fire. 

In the spring, notices admonished householders to 
clear away manure piles which had accumulated over the 
long winter. One can imagine the fragrant odour on the 
first warm days of spring. 

PRAIRIE FIRES 

Every year after harvest, dry conditions made prairie 
fires a threat. In 1895, a terrible prairie fire started on the 
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Barr farm near Rosehill. A strong wind pushed the fire 
eastward six or seven miles devouring many stacks of 
wheat and then south through Excelsior and 
Marringhurst district. It burned for 24 hours until it was 
extinguished in the boggy area south of Marringhurst. 
The boy who started it was fined $1.00. 

Farmers were encouraged to plow firebreaks each fall, 
but memories were short and many failed to do so. It was 
always a relief when fall rains or snow lessened the 
danger. 

PROSPEROUS FARMS 

Farms prospered and began to concentrate on growing 
wheat now that railroad transportation was available. 
The record of one farmer provides a good example of 
what was possible with hard work, ingenuity, and a little 
luck. 

By 1899, Mr. G.W. Cramer, who had arrived in 1880, 
possessed 1,280 acres of which 800 were broken. In the 
1899 harvest he harvested 500 acres of wheat and 200 
acres of other grains. Mr. Cramer owned 40 horses, 60 
head of cattle and 50 pigs. 

However, there wasn't much land left to homestead in 
the area and by the end of the decade, the C.P .R. was 
offering a $lO.OO commission on a quarter section to 
residents who sold C.P .R. land back East. 

The house (1892) and the barn (1902) built by Ami Sveinsson on his 
farm, N 23-6-14. The cost of construction of the house, which was 
equipped with a heating plant, was $2700. 



"WET OR DRY" 

At its January meeting in 1890, the Argyle Council met 
headlong a problem which was to plague it for the next 20 
years. Reacting to a petition, the council passed a bylaw 
stating that the Municipality of Argyle should receive no 
money for the granting of a license to sell liquors in its 
boundaries. This decision would seem to have settled the 
question, 'Wet or Dry." 

However, several organizations existed to deplore any 
use of liquor. Foremost of these was the Women's 
Christian Temperance Union, the W.C.T.U., which 
continued to work for provincial prohibition. Before the 
election of 1892, in which prohibition was an issue, Mrs. 
Mary Playfair, the Superintendent of Legislation and 
Franchise for the provincial W.C.T.U., wrote Premier 
Greenway asking permission to have a temperance 
scrutineer at each polling place. Mrs. Playfair felt that 
there might be some returning officers indifferent or even 
opposed to prohibition and that a great deal of harm may 
be done to the cause of temperance. Mr. Greenway 
replied that no such provision had legally been made and 
it was impossible to change the election act at that time. 
The issue was not completely settled in the 1892 election, 
and continued to be hotly discussed at any political 
gathering. 

The W.C.T.U. led the way in the fight against liquor 
and tobacco. The branches in Argyle were particularly 
active, sponsoring essay contests in which school children 
were asked to write on the evils of liquor and tobacco. 
The W.C.T.U. had parlour socials to support the 'Door 
of Hope' an organization which helped 'degraded and 
inebriate' women in Winnipeg. 

The International Order of Good Templars Lodge, 
No. 81, re-organized in Baldur in 1907, with 41 members, 
was also devoted to promoting temperance. Unusual, in 
that both men and women were members, the I.O.G.T. 
sponsored many wholesome activities for young men and 
women. A necktie social to which all ladies bringing 
neckties were admitted free was one popular event. At 
another evening gathering the lodge sponsored a debate: 
"Resolved that fashion is a greater evil than the tobacco 
habit. " 

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE 

As a logical conclusion to its fight for temperance 
legislation, the W.C.T.U. fought for the right of women 
to vote. On Dec. 30, 1892, Mrs. Mary Playfair, on behalf 
of the Argyle Union of Baldur, wrote to the Hon. Thos. 
Greenway asking: 

" ... you as their member to give it (women's suffrage) 
your influence and support. The chief reason why we 
W.C.T.U. women want the franchise is that we feel the 
need of it in our work, and because we see no reason why 
we should not get it. We would like to have your opinion 
on the subject whether, for or against; though I per
sonally cannot believe that a man of your judgement 
could be against such a much needed reform." 

Mr. Greenway, always the wily politician, replied that 
he would consider a petition asking for suffrage by the 

W .C.T.U. when it arrived. 
The petition was not successful, because two years later 

Mrs. Playfair again wrote to Mr. Greenway stating that 
the W.C.T.U. found great difficulty in getting any of the 
members to introduce the bill for suffrage although many 
were seemingly in favour of it. 

Mrs. Playfair continued: 

"We infer from this that the Gov't. are unwilling to 
have the measure passed. I cannot imagine why the 
government should be afraid of the Franchise in the 
hands of women. We were very grateful for your vote last 
session, but this time we would like to have your in
fluence also. As a resident of your constituency I ask for 
the former and as Pro. Supt. of Franchise for the 
W.C.T.U. I ask for the latter. We feel that we are not 
asking for more than we are justly entitled to. Trusting 
that you will use your influence as premier on our behalf, 

I remain 
Yours respectfully 

Mary Playfair 
Pro. Supt. of Franchise" 

Mr. Greenway did not give much hope to Mrs. Playfair 
when he replied that it was pointless to reintroduce 
female suffrage in the next legislature on account of its 
previous defeat. 

The W.C.T.U. would have to wait for the pressure of 
WWI before its two goals, prohibition and suffrage, 
would be achieved. 

ORANGE LODGE 

Another institution whose influence permeated all 
aspects of society in southwestern Manitoba was the 
Loyal Orange Lodge. The Orange Lodge traced its origin 
to the Battle of the Boyne in Ireland when William III 
defeated James II and his largely Catholic followers. 
Ulstersmen who backed William formed the lodge, 
naming it in his honour. The aim of the lodge was to 
uphold the ideals of Protestantism. When many of these 
Ulsters men immigrated to North America, they brought 
the Lodge with them. In Ontario, the Lodge was a firm 
supporter of British tradition and in some instances was 
violently anti-French and anti-Catholic. Orangemen felt 
that Canada should be united in one language, English, 
and should firmly support the idea of British Empire. 

When settlers of English and Scottish-Irish descent 
came into Manitoba they brought with them the Orange 
Lodge. However, in Argyle at least, while Orangemen 
upheld Protestant ideals and there were ritual mentions 
of Roman Catholic tyranny, the Lodge members seem to 
have emphasized a strong sense of civic duty and social 
service. 

The Argyle Lodge 962 grew from 19 to 78 members by 
1899. Many prominent men in the community were 
members. Frank Schultz who became a Grand Master of 
Manitoba was very active in the Lodge. Matthew Sex
smith, Charles Graham, Murray Jackson, John 
Harrower, Charles Gillis were all officers at various 
times. There were two sections to the Lodge. Ordinary 
members belonged to the Orange Lodge and those who 
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received the Royal Arch Degree were eligible to belong to 
the Knights of the Black Preceptory which was a more 
secret order often holding all-night meetings. 

The annual July 12 gathering commemorating the 
Battle of the Boyne was a very special occasion in Argyle. 
Usually a parade was formed with all the members 
marching in full regalia from a local hall to one of the 
churches in Baldur where an impressive service was held. 
A guest minister usually preached a lengthy sermon to the 
large congregation, emphasizing the moral obligations of 
an Orangeman. At one such service the Rev. Bro. 
Crookshanks stated that "an Orangeman must be a man 
of high moral standing, and of a good repute in the 
community in which he lives". 

The Argyle Lodge was so successful that one of its 
Grand Masters, Frank Schultz, was elected Grand 
Representative to the Triennual Council of the World 
which met in New York City in July, 1900. There he was 
elected Grand Auditor for the next three years for the 
Orange Triennual Council of the World and attended the 
following meeting in Dublin, Ireland. 

THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODDFELLOWS 

On June 4, 1894, the fraternal society, Baldur Lodge 
No. 27, LO.O.F., was instituted with the following 
brothers being the chartered members of the lodge: A;N. 
Gonder; James Dew; R. Livingstone; W. W. Herron; 
John Harrower; C.J. Cramer; John Dew and T.E. Poole. 

For 52 years until 1946, the Lodge met every Tuesday 
night at 8 o'clock. The members carried out a very active 
fraternal life - visiting the sick, relieving the distressed, 
burying the dead and educating orphans. 

KNIGHTS OF THE MACCABEES 

The 'Ivanhoe' Lodge of the Knights of the Maccabees 
was started in Baldur in October of 1898, with 35 
members. Meetings were held on the Thursday before the 
full moon of each month. The Knights were part of a 
world-wide mutual benefit society of 375,000 (mostly in 
North America) which had a surplus of $670,000. Some 
of the charter members were S.R.P. Cooper; B. Playfair; 
P. Sinclair; C.C. Parker; T. McLellan; Alex Mitchell; J. 
McLelland; Wm. Forrester; and Wm. Percy. 

(At a time when there were no pension plans, no 
government support, the mutual aid societies played an 
important role when disaster or death struck a family.) 

SOCIAL LIFE 

Social life continued to centre around the local schools, 
churches, and fraternal organizations. In fact the list of 
activities and events in a typical year would seem to make 
up a very hectic social schedule. Every church, school and 
organization had at least one concert a year. There were 
balls, social evenings, parlour socials, house parties, 
picnics, sports days. 

In the winter there were curling events, family skating, 
and grand masquerade carnivals. In the summer baseball 
tournaments, lawn socials and ice-cream socials were 
popular. All these, besides the regular holidays like 
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Three schoolteachers, about 1895. Left to Right: Katherine Murray 
(later Mrs. 1.M. Cleghorn), Annie Playfair, Miss McBride. 

Victoria Day, the First of July, the Twelfth of July, 
Harvest Festivals and Christmas and New Years! 

The communities were isolated by bad roads and it was 
only for a special event that most people took the train to 
Winnipeg or Brandon. Thus people in the area made their 
own social life. In fact, because the community was very 
homogeneous, there was some suspicion of strangers. 
The Icelanders were quickly accepted as a 'progressive 
and law-abiding people'. The 'Baldur Gazette' stated that 
the Icelanders, "while cherishing the memories of their 
native land - quickly became good Canadian citizens". 
This involved accepting the ways of the British-Ontario 
majority. 

While the 'Baldur Gazette' of 1899 advertised the 
Argyle Municipality as rich in growth of cereals and stock 
raising of all kinds, but still needing more population, the 
editor was very explicit about whom he did not want as 
new settlers. 

In 1898, the editor wrote that "at the rate 'Galicians' 
and other objectionable foreigners were coming into the 
country, it was only a question of a short time when the 
sons of the present settlers will be driven out of the 
country to seek for homes". There was also a fear of new 
diseases being brought into the country from the Far 
East. However, this distrust and suspicion was largely a 
result of lack of contact with different peoples. When 
newcomers did come into the community they were 
usually welcomed as individuals. 

KELSO'S COMPLAINT 

An affair which split prominent Argyle citizens into 
two camps occurred some time in 1890, when Alexander 
Kelso of SE 28-3-14 shot a colt owned by William Wesley 
Sexsmith of NW 30-3-14. The colt was apparently not 
harmed, but Sexsmith decided to press charges. The 
affair mushroomed as there was an enmity between the 
presiding Justice of the Peace, A.B. Watson, and 
Alexander Kelso. A series of legal wrangles followed. In 
the spring of 1891, Kelso met with Premier Greenway at 
his home in Crystal City to plead his case. Kelso wanted 
the Attorney-General of Manitoba to intervene on his 



behalf to question the charges against him. In the 
meantime, Sexsmith had made application to the courts 
intending to have the case heard at the fall assizes in 1891. 
There are several letters from Greenway to Kelso in 
which, as was his usual custom, Greenway refused to 
commit himself to Kelso's cause. 

A group of upstanding citizens wrote the Hon. Thos. 
Greenway in January, 1891. 

County of Rock Lake 
January 29, 1891 

Honorable Thos. Greenway, Premier of Manitoba 

Sir, 
"We would respectfully call your attention to a case 

which is exciting great interest in this neighborhood, a 
case which is unique in the triviality of the charge 
preferred, but which is fraught with much pecuniary loss, 
annoyance and suspense to the person against whom the 
charge is brought, and in whose behalf we would en
deavour to enlist your liveliest interest, and great in
fluence; and to prevent a Judicial Scandal. The case to 
which we refer is the charge that had been brought 
against Alexander Kelso, of maliciously shooting at, and 
wounding a colt, the property of one W. W. Sexsmith, 
and which after several protracted hearings resulted in a 
deadlock, R.B. Watson J.P. and presiding J.P. being in 
favour of committing A. Kelso for Trial, and P. Strang 
J.P. being strongly in favor of acquittal. In view of this 
disagreement, they have decided to ask the Attorney~ 
General, with the view to prevent a prosecution being 
turned into a persecution," 

In September, Kelso wrote to Greenway stating that he 
was still patiently waiting a reply from Greenway. He 
stated that the principal witness in the matter (Dodge) 
had left for the States during the last week. In fact he had 
to get out or, "I would have prosecuted him for per
jury." 

The case seems to have fallen by the wayside as there is 
no mention of it in the files of the Manitoba Court of 
Queens Bench for the Central Judicial District in 1891, 
1892 or 1893. Whether the split in the community was 
patched up is not known. 

Picture taken by Fred Stevens, 1894. This was the equipment that Fred 
Smith used to start homesteading. Fred is standing by the horse with the 
harrows and Vic Waitt is sitting on the seeder. 

FARMERS' GRIEVANCES 

More serious were the grievances that farmers had 
against members of the 'Unholy Trinity': mortgage 
companies, the railraods, grain buyers. Farmers charged 
that the grain companies paid them less than true value 
and then sold the grain at high prices making vast profits 
at the farmers' expense. Another complaint was the lack 
of railroad cars. Farmers contended that cars were 
available only for some privileged grain companies. A 
royal commission investigating irregularities in shipping 
and transportation of grain sat in Baldur in November, 
1899. 

About 50 local submissions were made stating that 
farmers were subject to unfair and excessive dockage and 
that owners of elevators enjoyed a monopoly by refusing 
permission for the erection of flat warehouses, thus 
blocking the rights of the farmers to ship grain directly 
themselves. 

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

By the end of the decade elections for councillors were 
hotly contested. Some tensions between the eastern and 
western sections of the municipality were becoming 
evident. When the Municipality of Argyle was formed in 
1882, the western area was almost totally uninhabited. 
However, by 1899, the western section was feeling that it 
did not have enough representation, and a candidate 
from Ward 3, Belmont, ran for reeve. However, even 
though Charles Brown won the election, ill feelings 
between the two areas continued to simmer. 

PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS 

Liberal leader and Premier, The Hon. Thomas 
Greenway continued to represent the Electoral Divison of 
Mountain throughout the decade. In 1892, some 
Mountain constituents were opposed to Greenway 
because of the 10070 penalty exacted for failure to pay 
property taxes at a time when legal interest was 6%. But 
both Manitoba and Mountain returned the Liberal party 
to power and also voted for stricter regulation of the role 
of liquor. The celebrated Manitoba Schools Question did 
not affect Mountain and had little bearing on election 
results in Argyle. 

By 1899, Greenway was running into more powerful 
opposition. There were now 1,313 names on the voters' 
lists and three different parties were vying for their votes. 
The Liberal standard-bearer was, of course, Greenway. 
Greenway stressed the 1,100 miles of railroad he had built 
and his lowering of freight rates. 

The Conservative candidate, J.T. Gordon of Win
nipeg, campaigned for prohibition and against the im
migration of Galicians and Doukhobors. 

The third candidate, Spencer Percival, represented the 
Independent Association, a reform party. He cam
paigned for public ownership of railways; no further land 
grants to private corporations; freedom to erect small 
warehouses allowing direct access to the railroads; no 
further land grants to private corporations; for 
prohibition; and against the further importation of 
Galicians. 
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Feelings ran high and people held their political beliefs 
dearly. At one local candidates' meeting in Baldur, 
Christian Johnson opposed Mr. Percival on his opinions 
regarding immigration. The meeting ended in a fistfight 
between Mr. Johnson and Luke Bell. ' 

Electioneering was not very subtle at the turn of the 
century. Neither were the demands made by the voters. In 
October of 1899, the Greenway correspondent of the 
'Baldur Gazette' stated that the "Hon. Thos. should give 
Greenway as good a bell as he gave Crystal City and 
Baldur - as it is coming near election time. " 

Greenway must have looked after his interests, because 
although the Conservatives swept most of south-central 
and southwestern Manitoba including Cypress, 
Mountain remained Liberal. 

However, the Conservatives registered a' protest 
against the Mountain results claiming that a second lot of 
ballots had been issued. The Liberals replied that indeed 
a second set had been issued, but only because the 
Conservatives had gotten hold of the first set. The case 
went to court in February, 1890, but Greenway's election 
was upheld. Such disputes were common in elections of 
the time. In fact, after an election it was common practice 
for party leaders to get together and compare each 
other's lists of grievances and usually agree on striking 
them off. 

FEDERAL ELECTIONS 

Argyle followed the Canadian tradition by voting one 
way provincially and another way federally. At a time 
when Liberal leader Greenway held Mountain as almost a 
personal fief, Lisgar, the federal riding to which most of 
the area belonged, elected the Conservative, T.M. Daly, 
to the House of Commons in 1891, by a majority of 439 
votes. Daly had campaigned on a platform of Con
servative protection and the 'Old Flag', the British 
connection. 

The pendulum had swung by the election of 1896. This 
was a three-way election between the Liberals, Con
servatives, and the 'Patrons of Industry'. The Patrons 
were a band of labourers and farmers working together 
for their common interests supported by both the Orange 
Lodge and the W.C.T.V. 

However, the Liberals, who campaigned for tariff 
reform, national schools, and honest government, 
carried Lisgar with a 54 vote majority for their candidate, 
Robert Lome Richardson, the founder of the 'Winnipeg 
Tribune'. 

George Black and his steam engine. This was a source of power for 
harvesting and breaking from the 1890's until the late 1920's. 

ARGYLE IN 1898 

At the end of the century the municipality was a 
prosperous community with every hope for continued 
growth. 

From the 'Baldur Gazette' , December, 1899: 

"Statistical Information Concerning 
the Municipality of Argyle for 1898" 

"The population of the Municipality of Argyle is 
3,200. It has 800 resident farmers. Comprises 240,708 
acres of which 3,500 acres are wooded and 80,000 acres 
under cultivation. The municipality is exceptionally rich 
in stock, having 5,000 horses; 7,000 cattle; 1,000 sheep; 
and 4,000 pigs. The assessed value of real and personal 
property is $1,125,000; taxes imposed for general 
municipal purposes amount to $3,750; school purposes, 
$11,874; debenture purposes $271.50; judicial and 
county, $866.00. The total taxes imposed for 1898 being 
$17,762.00. The assets of the municipality at the last 
audit were $34,604.52 and the liabilities $9,992.55, 
showing the municipality's net worth to be nearly 
$24,000. The debenture indebtedness on the 31st 
December, 1898 was $1,390. It is hardly possible for any 
municipality to be in a better financial condition than is 
Argyle at the present time." 

Mooney Bros, outfit, 1895. 
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1900-1910 
THE NEW CENTURY 

According to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the 20th century 
belonged to Canada, and Argyle residents were eager to 
accept their role in the prosperous years to come. The 
harvest of 1899 had been excellent, and during the winter 
various experts were predicting another good crop in 
1900. The light snowfall was supposed to be a sign of a 
good growing season to come, but the experts were 
wrong; the harvest of 1900 was a failure - getting the new 
century off to a poor start. 

The death of Queen Victoria was another blow to 
inhabitants of Argyle. None of them could remeqlber 
another ruler; many of their parents had been born, lived 
and died during her long reign. Her death in 1901 marked 
the end of an era. 

When the news reached Baldur, the school bell tolled 
the news. The entire municipal council, five delegates 
from the Orange Lodge, the Black Preceptory, the 
1.0.0.F., and C.O.F., along with 500 others attended a 
memorial service. 

Every organization sent messages of condolence to 
King Edward and pledged their continued allegiance to 
the British Empire. 

During the memorial service, the presiding minister 
mentioned that Queen Victoria, because of her German 
connections, had been baptized a Lutheran. This remark 
started a violent controversy which was a front page topic 
in the 'Baldur Gazette' for several months. Finally, 
ardent Anglicans in Baldur wrote to Somerset House in 
London and received a formal reply that Queen Victoria 
had indeed been baptized by an Anglican minister. 

THE BOER WAR 

The war between the English and Boers in South Africa 
gave western Manitobans a chance to show their support 
of the Empire. Every issue of the 'Baldur Gazette' carried 
reports from the front. The 'Baldur Gazette' of Dec. 28, 
1899, declared, "We have claimed the glory of being part 
of the British Empire and our claim has now been 
recognized by allowing us to contribute 1,000 of our 
young men to the Empire's army." War was still seen as a 
glorious adventure. When news of the relief of Mafeking 
reached Argyle there was a great wave of spontaneous 
patriotism. In Baldur hundreds of people thronged the 
streets to form a huge parade and hold a bonfire. 

Returning soldiers were feted. In March of 1901, 
Sergeant Welsh was the guest of honor at a banquet held 
at Chester House. Sergeant Welsh had left Winnipeg, 
Jan. 6, 1900, and arrived in South Africa on Feb. 17, 
where he saw action at the front and went through the 
diamond mines at Kimberley. 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

The fear of disease was always with the pioneer. In 
1900, the dreaded typhoid fever struck in the area. A 
number of Roseberry residents were stricken. Both Mrs. 
J.1. Sexsmith, a lady of 80 years, and her daughter, Mrs. 
Harry Cooper, died of the disease. 

Dr. Cleghorn wrote regular columns in the 'Baldur 
Gazette' describing various illnesses and the precautions 
which should be taken. In 1901, there were serious 
outbreaks of scarlet fever and mumps. By order of Dr. 
Cleghorn, the medical officer of health, sanitary con
stables were ordered to put up notices urging the im
mediate clearing of all yards, debris, roads and closets. 

Even more alarming was the report to council by Dr. 
Cleghorn in 1904, that there was an outbreak of smallpox 
in Tp. 3-14 and Tp. 3-15. The council immediately 
resolved that the children in Huntley, Roseberry and 
Wigton Schools, and other persons as the Health Officer 
deemed advisable, be vaccinated. 

Several times families with measles had to be 
quarantined. All of these diseases are now almost non
existent or considered minor. 

Another more insidious and difficult problem was that 
of mental illness. In 1900, the 'Gazette' reported that 
seven persons had gone through town on their way to the 
lunatic asylum. Again in 1907, a large number of 
'demented' persons were taken to Selkirk. It was com
monly thought they had become ill on account of 
loneliness. A hired hand hanged himself during a fit of 
depression. 

In spite of almost frantic social activity many people 
were still isolated on the prairie, especially if they were 
not able to meet others very often. 

Livestock also suffered from periodic outbreaks of 
disease. During this period a number of horses with a 
tubercular-like infection called 'Glanders' had to be 
destroyed. The municipal council was called upon to 
reimburse farmers whose stock had been destroyed. The 
sanitary constables had to inspect barns and stables 
where infected animals had been kept to see that they had 
been properly cleaned and white-washed. The council 
also urged the provincial Ministry of Health to send out 
veterinarians to eradicate the disease in Argyle. 

Billy Baird Threshing Crew 1908. Port Huron Threshing Outfit, 
formerly owned by A.J. Kenney. Charles King. Dave Ballantine, Lou 
Gower, Frank Pierson, Bob Ballantine (firing), Herman Davis 
(engineer), Billy Baird, Sigurdson from Baldur (straw boy). 
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SOCIAL PROBLEMS 

There was a feeling that it was necessary to protect 
young people from unhealthy influences. The outside 
world was seen as an immoral place. Churches and 
schools tried to protect children from the evils of liquor 
and tobacco - and from so-called 'cheap' novels and 
magazines. Even so, in the 'Gazette' there were com
plaints about profanity and disturbances in the streets. A 
writer in the 'Gazette' complained of young men "who 
had evidently imported a bottle or two and who made the 
town resemble a cage of hyenas with hideous yells and 
disgusting noises." Another writer complained of 
mischievous boys and commented that "there is need of a 
reformatory or a madhouse ... to get them prepared for 
penitentiary.' , 

ARGYLE BAND 

A more agreeable addition to the social life of Argyle 
was the Argyle Band formed in February, 1906, under the 
leadership of Mr. Albert Oliver, with Mr. Paul Anderson 
as President and Mr. H.N. Johnson as secretary
treasurer. In 1907, the band was named the Argyle Brass 
Band. They played for skating carnivals, Icelandic 
celebrations, Sunday School picnics and many more 
concerts. The last known concert was in 1931, at the SOOth 
Anniversary of the Grund District. It was held at the 
Skjaldbreid Hall on the Christopherson farm. 

Mr. Oliver was bandmast~r until 1929, then his son, 
Helgi took over. Several members of this band later 
joined the Glenboro Band and enjoyed many more years 
of playing. 

ARGYLE MUNICIPALITY 

Some of the dissension which had surfaced in the late 
nineties regarding equal treatment for all parts of the 
municipality reappeared in a more active form. There 
were movements to the north, south and west to 
break away from Argyle. In March, 1901, Reeve Brown 
and councillors A. W. Playfair and John Clar'k went to 
Winnipeg to protect the interests of Argyle residents from 
the petition of Cypress for the formation of a new 
municipality with Cypress River as the headquarters and 
incorporating Tp. 6-13 of Argyle Municipality. There 
was also a proposal that part of councillor Clark's ward 
be put into a municipality with Cartwright as a center. 
These proposals came to naught. 

The next year a meeting, called to nominate councillors 
and reeves, proved to be long and lively. From one to six 
o'clock over 200 ratepayers discussed the affairs of the 
municipality. Mr. Percival, the chairperson, was hard
pressed at times to maintain order. James Dale and 
Samuel Forgey were nominated for the position of reeve 
and two wards were contested. 

Elections did not settle the municipality's problems. 
Soon petitions were being circulated throughout the 
western areas requesting the division of the municipality. 
It seems that the area around Belmont wished to have a 
liquor license available. 

On July S, 1904, the council resolved that "it is not in 
the interests of the municipality to be divided as asked by 
a petition which is being circulated in the West." Only 
councillor Cropley, representing the western area, voted 
against the motion. The council further resolved to 
circulate its own petition showing that all parts of the 

Argyle Brass Band wearing the uniforms they purchased in 1907 with the proceeds of a concert and a $10.00 donation from each member. Top Row: 
August Arason, Fred Fredrickson, Steve Sigmar, Albert Oliver, Band Master; Hannes Johnson, Herman Arason, Valli Fredrickson. Centre Row: 
Grimur Reykdal, Ketill Eyford, Pall Anderson, Paul Fredrickson, Jon Fredrickson, Siggi Johnson. Bottom Row: Bjossi Johnson, Oli Arason. 
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IN FASHION - EARLY 1900'S 

The Schultz Family about 1906. Front Seat: Otto, driver; Vera 
Willoughby. Back Seat: Bessie Lakey, Ollie Raycroft. Standing: Stuart, 
Lou, Ivan, Mrs. Schultz. 

municipality had been fairly treated and asking the 
government to have the municipality remain as it was. 
This counter-petition was widely circulated and received 
567 signatures as opposed to 600 signatures on the 
petition asking for division. 

A committee was appointed to present the final case to 
the government in January, 1905. As a result of their 
effort, the decision on the division of Argyle was post
poned for a year. 

Feelings in council must have run high. At a council 
meeting held in Belmont, on March 14, 1905, Councillor 
Cropley moved that "no bills re expense of delegates to 
fight division of the municipality be paid except that of 
the Reeve on being summoned ... " - but there was no 
seconder. 

Council business continued for the rest of the year with 
some meetings being held in Belmont. 

The March 13, 1906, regular meeting of council ad
journed to meet again May 15, at Hays Hall in Belmont, 
to act as a Court of Revision. That court was never held. 
On March 16, 1906, the Manitoba government divided 
Argyle, forming the new Municipality of Strathcona with 
its headquarters at Belmont. 

The new municipality, since it had been formed en
tirely out of an existing one, was still subject to Argyle 
by-laws. It was up to the ratepayers of Strathcona to 
change the local option and provide for liquor licensing 
in the municipality. A very fine hotel was already being 
built in this expectation. 

The next regular meeting of the Argyle council was 
held in Baldur, May 2, after a spring declaration of 
qualifications and office. Business carried on as usual. 

THE TELEPHONE ARRIVES 

Telephones arrived in Manitoba in the late 1880's, and 
quickly became very popular. They were an excellent 
means of finding out the latest grain prices and providing 
instant communication between isolated settlements. 
Because the system was operated by Bell Telephone as a 

Standing, Left to Right: Clyde Playfair, Pete Frederickson, Oli 
Anderson, Steini Snydal, Jack Johnson. Seated: Ella Snydal, Katie 
Band, Dora (Snydal) Anderson, 1900-1905. 

private enterprise monopoly for profit, the company was 
not eager to extend lines to unprofitable rural areas. 

In 1908, the Manitoba legislature acquired the Bell 
company and set up the Manitoba Government 
Telephones. The Provincial Government allowed local 
municipalities to expropriate local privately owned 
systems with financial help from the province. 

Argyle was quick to take advantage of the government 
plan. P.F. Curtis had been the first person to use 
telephones in Argyle when he strung a line on telegraph 
poles between his stores in Greenway and Baldur. Some 
lines had also connected the larger centres with each other 
and Winnipeg, but most farms were still isolated. 

In 1907, the council had already sent a resolution to the 
Lt. Governor in Council asking for the right of the 
municipality to own and operate its own telephone 
system. Deputations from Marringhurst and Glenora 
appeared before the council urging immediate con
struction of telephone lines. About 75 ratepayers from all 
parts of the municipality were present at a public meeting 
held June 9, 1908, at the l.O.O.F. Hall in Baldur. The 
Government engineers reported that the estimated cost of 
a 200 phone system would be about $18.00 per subscriber 
per annum. There would be free service on the user's own 
circuit. The council went ahead - issuing debentures and 
inviting tenders for the earliest possible construction of a 
telephone system. 

Lines were quickly completed and residents of Argyle 
soon became as addicted to the phone as were Canadians 
all over the country. So many wanted to use the phone 
that complaints of misuse poured into the council. When 
charges were laid that certain parties listened and in
terrupted conversations on a party-line, the council 
appointed a special agent for each circuit to report back 
to council on the matter and take steps to punish the 
guilty parties. 

The municipality operated the telephone system for 
two years but was plagued with administrative problems. 
There were long drawn out discussions between the 
council and the provincial government over which branch 
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of the government owned which section of the system and 
who was responsible for maintenance. Finally, in 1910, 
the ratepayers voted to sell the Argyle Telephone System 
to the Provincial Government thus relieving the council 
of an enormous administrative headache. 

The council continued to act on a representative for 
telephone subscribers though. Glenora area inhabitants 
came to council with what was to become a perennial 
problem for that area. Situated between Pilot Mound and 
Baldur, the inhabitants wanted the government to put a 
switchboard at Glenora or to establish a 10Q; rate through 
Pilot Mound between any two points in Argyle. This. 
problem was never resolved to Glenora's satisfaction. 
For years residents of Glenora were split - half were on 
the Baldur exchange and the other half the Pilot Mound. 
Some neighbours had to make long distance calls to talk 
to each other! 

William Macklin's log house on SW 32-3-13 (present Jack Bolack 
farm). Picture taken 1903-04. Susan, Mother Susan, Katie (Mrs. M. 
Tosh) on knee, Bill, Harold, Ena Macklin. 

House built by Thomas Poole, hardware merchant, in 1900. Later 
known as Hunter residence. 

PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS 

That wily politician, the Hon. Thomas Greenway, 
continued to represent Mountain Electoral Division. In 
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AI/a Christopherson (1900-1912) in her Sunday best. This little girl died 
of polio. 

April, 1903, faithful followers organized a banquet in the 
Victoria Hall, Baldur to honour their popular 
representative on his 65th birthday. In the general 
election of 1903, he easily defeated his Conservative 
opponent, Daniel A. Mclntyre, by a vote of 911 to 567. 
The next year Greenway resigned his seat in favour of 
greener pastures, when he was elected as M.P. for Lisgar 
in the federal parliament, where he sat as a Liberal 
Member until his retirement in 1908. Fittingly, he was 
then appointed a member of the Board of Railway 
Commissioners. Shortly afterwards, on Oct. 30, 1908, he 
died in Ottawa. With his death the inhabitants of 
Mountain lost someone who had become almost their 
personal representative in provincial and federal 
government circles. 

When Greenway resigned, his previous Conservative 
opponent, Daniel Mclntyre, won the by-election by a 
vote of 874 to 728 over the Liberal candidate. This was 
the first time since its formation that Mountain had voted 
Conservative. However, the switch was not permanent. 
In 1907, James Bryson Baird, a Liberal postmaster from 
Pilot Mound, was elected to represent Mountain. 

He remained the M.L.A. from Mountain until 1923, 
serving as Speaker of the House from 1916 until 1923. 

Meanwhile, the Electoral Divison of Cypress continued 
to support its Conservative M.L.A., George Steel, a 
Glenboro farmer. 

FEDERAL ELECTIONS 

The Liberals won the general election of 1900, with a 
campaign for reduced tariff preferences and reduction of 
interest rates of 10 112 0/0. R.L. Richardson was re
elected for Lisgar, but he was unseated on July 20, 1901, 
when an investigation held at Manitou found 18 cases of 
corruption against his agents. This did not deter voters 
from electing another Liberal, Duncan Alexander 
Stewart, a farmer in Louise, to take his place in the by
election of 1902. The Liberal tradition in Lisgar con
tinued with Stewart holding the seat until 1908. Upon his 
retirement, William Henry Sharpe, a Liberal 
businessman from Manitou, withstood the Conservative 



tide and represented Lisgar until 1915. 
In 1903, most of Argyle was included in the new riding 

of Souris. In the election of 1908, Souris returned the 
incumbent, Mr. Schaffner, a Conservative, to the house. 

BUILDING THE WAKOPA LINE 

Argyle was served by three railroad lines: the Northern 
Pacific, later the Canadian Northern, through Greenway 
and Baldur; the Canadian Pacific line to the south ex
tending west from Manitou; and the northern line passing 
through Glenboro. However, the inhabitants around the 
Glenora-Rock Lake area continued to agitate for better 
service. 

Farther west, Deloraine farmers, believing that the 
C.P.R. was not sending them enough boxcars for their 
wheat, which was spoiling, went so far as to get a charter 
to build a line to the United States. This agitation forced 
the government and the Canadian Northern to survey the 
area to find a suitable route for a new branch line. One 
proposed line crossed Tp. 4-14 southwesterly to section 
19, and then turning more southerly passed close to 
Walter Mabon's building site. Problems crossing the 
valley made this proposal impractical. 

George Lawrence, the Conservative M.L.A. from the 
E.D. of Killarney, whose family had extensive holdings. 
around Glenora, was instrumental in having a branch line 

constructed from Greenway, through Glenora, Neelin, 
Wakopa, and later on, to Deloraine. 

Once started, the work was completed quickly. The 
chief engineer arrived in the area on April 15, 1903, to 
determine the actual route. By May, grading had begun; 
50 teams and 60 men were unloaded in Greenway. 

Many local teams and drivers were hired as well. Both 
horses and mules were used to pull the scrapers. 
Regulations were that when a horse died on the job, a 
hole was supposed to be dug and the horse buried. Under 
no circumstances was a horse supposed to be buried in 
the grade, however the occasional burial in the grade did 
take place. 

At any rate, by the fall of 1903, 45 miles of the total 52 
miles had been graded. The line to Wakopa took three 
years to complete. Dubbed the 'walk and push' it did 
have daily service, making life easier for the farmers 
living along the line. After some 70 years the line no 
longer exists, although it did move much produce. 

Railroad expansion continued all through the 
province, and in 1909, the C.P.R. surveyed a new line to 
go from Winnipeg to Brandon passing about six miles 
north of Baldur, near Grund. Baldur businessmen feared 
that a new line and station near Baldur would affect their 
business. However, the line was never built. Railroad 
expansion had reached its farthest limit in Argyle in that 
optimistic pre-WWI era. 

GRADING THE W AKOPA LINE 

This picture was taken west of Greenway. It shows: Billy Smith of Kelwood, grandfather of Dr. D. Smith, D. V.M. of PilotMound, driving the team on 
the far right. His two brothers, Ace and Sanford, are standing on the grade with their hands in their pockets. The man with the team of horses standing 
broadside at the front of the picture was a poor feeder and looked after his team poorly. Mr. Smith wondered why the photographer would have the 
poorest looking team in the centre of the picture. 
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WORLD WAR I ERA 
1910-1919 

Argyle continued to prosper and to look for new 
inhabitants, but the great pre-WW I immigration boom 
largely by-passed this area. The council formed a 
committee to advertise Argyle in the Winnipeg papers. 
While these ads never attracted hordes of new settlers, the 
homogeneity of the area began to alter. By the end of the 
decade there was a significant number of inhabitants 
whose origins were Belgium, Dutch or French. 

McKay Bros. threshing unit, Neelin, 1915. Back Row: Paul Bourque, 
Sidney McElroy, ?, Bill Rogers, Cecil Henwood. Front Row: Alex 
McKay, Alex Campbell, Thomas McKay, Emil Montroy, Louis 
McKay. 

FARM LIFE 

Farmers continued to prosper. Many families were able 
to build large homes of brick or wood, buy automobiles 
and employ steam machines to harvest. 

The arrival of the threshing gang with the huge, 
belching machines and a horde of hungry men to feed 
was a memorable event in the yearly cycle of farm life. 
There were the steam engine, the straw burner which used 
a horse to draw bunches of straw to be burned in the 
engine, the racks, the band cutters, and the water tank. 
The scream of the whistle, warning the men that work 
was about to begin or end, was a thrilling sound. 

While the men threshed, the women worked from 
dawn to late at night to bake mountains of bread and pies 
and cook meat, potatoes, and vegetables for three huge 
meals a day, plus a lunch, for the ravenous crew. In 
between scurrying to prepare meals, the women milked 
cows, fed calves and did the other chores so that the men 
could harvest. 

Fire remained an ever-present threat. The village of 
Baldur formed a volunteer fire brigade, but most farms 
were still too isolated for help to arrive in time when fire 
struck. In 1916, a huge barn and granary belonging to 
James Strang was burned. All the working horses, 14 
colts, 3,000 bushels of wheat, 2 stacks of sheaf oats, 
quantities of hay and straw were destroyed. The cause of 
the fire was probably spontaneous combustion through 
the heating of damp straw. Even though the barn had 
been covered by insurance, the blow to the family must 
have been devastating. 
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Pitcorthie, the Charles Hamilton home, where teas, tennis games, 
ballgames and other social gatherings were held in the teens and 
twenties. 

During the war years grain prices soared rapidly. In 
1915, there was an-excellent crop, but drought hit in 1917 
and 1918. In 1917, a Board of Grain Supervisors was set 
up to market grain in order to stop the wild fluctuations 
in prices. Generally, the farmers profited from this or
derly market. When the Board was discontinued after the 
war, farmers were upset and began to go into politics as a 
group. 

THE AUTOMOBILE AGE 

In spite of poor road conditions, the automobile age 
had come to Argyle, forcing the council to exercise some 
control over motor vehicles. In 1912, council set an 
annual licence fee of $5.00 per motor vehicle. With the 
increased motor traffic, council was forced to build more 
and better roads that would withstand heavy use by cars. 
In 1912, the municipalities of Argyle, Roblin and Louise 
worked together to construct a good road to the tourist 
centre at Rock Lake. 

Model T Ford purchased by Jon Breidal in 1917. It was driven in 1947. 
Helgi Breidal is behind the wheel. 



Model T Ford with Sigga (Anderson) Johnson and Barney Helgason at 
the wheel. Bride Gusta Helgason and groom John S. Anderson in back. 

The council complained about the increased expenses 
of road-building and sent a resolution to the provincial 
government complaining that there "does not appear to 
be any recognized system employed by the Provincial 
Government - in granting aid to Municipalities to assist in 
building roads so that while some Municipalities get 
considerable aid, others get none", and asking that the 
government adopt some uniform system so that each 
municipality would receive aid up to a certain limit each 
year according to the value of their expenditure on roads. 
Responsibility for maintenance of roads is still often a 
contentious issue. 

PUBU C HEALTH 

Public Health continued to be a matter of concern for 
the municipality. The council took responsibility for 
ordering the health officer to proceed with vaccinations 
and agreed to pay Dr. Cleghorn, the Medical Officer of 
Health, 50¢ per person vaccinated for anyone unable to 
pay. The council also had to assure responsibility for 
those persons committed to provincial hospitals. In 1931, 
the municipality paid a bill of $44.00 (March and April) 
for one of its citizens at the Ninette Sanitorium. 

To solve the problems of debris on the roads, Dr. 
Cleghorn asked for the establishment of a nuisance 
ground. The council tried to find two suitable acres, but 
finally settled on an unused road allowance on 5-14. 

SMALL DEBT COURT 

In December, 1916, the attorney-general's department 
announced the appointment of Mr. John Clark as 
magistrate to preside over the Small Debt Court for the 
district adjacent to Baldur. This court dealt with the 
matter of small debts and replaced the County Court at 
Belmont, making it easier for local people to settle such 
cases. 

PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS 

The Manitoba elections of 1914 and 1915 were 
tumultuous. Charges and counter-charges reverberated; 
the scandals of the Roblin government shook the 
province. Through it all the E.D. of Mountain remained 
steadfast in its commitment to the Liberal cause. 

In 1914, the Conservatives, who ran J. Dale in 
Mountain, campaigned on their record and for a local 

liquor option. 
The Liberals under their leader, T.C. Norris, charged 

corruption in the Roblin government and promoted a 
referendum on temperance; acceptance of women's 
suffrage; and compulsory education. The Liberal in
cumbent for Mountain, J .B. Baird, was re-elected by a 
majority of 685, although the Roblin government 
remained in office. 

A year later another election occurred when the Roblin 
government resigned under the shadow of scandal. The 
Conservative candidate in Mountain renounced any 
connection with Roblin and declared that he backed Sir 
James Aiken, the new leader of the Conservative Party. 
The Liberals made the most of the corruption in the 
Roblin government and emphasized their belief in 
temperance and direct legislation. The Liberals won an 
overwhelming victory and carried both Mountain and 
Cypress. 

PROHIBITION AND SUFFRAGE 

Not only were the Temperance Societies on the con
stant look-out for liquor abuse in Argyle, but liquor 
inspectors used every possible means to flush out the 
illegal sale of alcohol. In April of 1913, a Mr. W. Jasper, 
representing the Western Amusement Co. of Regina, 
came to town. Stating that he was looking for a site in 
Baldur for a moving picture theatre, he secured options 
in different properties. 

The Henry Parsonage family off for a day's fun about 1912, in a new 
democrat. 

Randal Wilson and Harry Strang in a top buggy. 
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While staying at the Baldur Hotel he offered the 
proprietor drinks of whiskey, and did his best to get him 
to go away to get more. He failed in this however. 

On June 9, he reappeared, accompanied by Mr. Ross, 
the authorized inspector, and Mr. Morris, the Hotel 
Proprietor, was subject to a search on account of the 
lying information of Mr. Jasper, whom the 'Baldur 
Gazette' called "a low, miserable cad who, in order to get 
what he is too lazy to work for, gains his livelihood as a 
sneak and a cur" . 

The election of the Norris government rekindled hopes 
for total prohibition and women's suffrage. The Argyle 
W.C.T.V. had never lessened its efforts to better the 
moral climate of the community. In 1913, the Revs. 
Patterson and Hallgrimson and James' Strang 
representing the Baldur District of the Moral and Social 
Referendum Council and Mrs. Hallgrimson of the 
W.C.T.V. appeared before the council to request that the 
council take steps to pass a by-law to close the poolroom 
in Baldur from 6:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. and to prohibit 
persons under 16 from entrance. The councillors resolved 
to carry out the suggestion if possible. 

The Icelandic Women of Argyle had formed a suffrage 
society ca1led 'The White Band' (Kuitabundi) in 1909. 
(The Icelandic suffrage societies were the first groups 
organized solely to promote suffrage in Western 
Canada.) They travelled about the countryside by horse 
and buggy, getting names on petitions and holding 
meetings. The members were doubtless inspired by the 
fact that in 1911, the Icelandic parliament had passed a 
bill giving suffrage to all women who had passed the age 
of 25 years. These determined ladies were successful in 
gaining support from both men and women. 

Mrs. Ethel Bray, taken about 1914. 

Faithful to his promise, the new premier, T.C. Norris, 
introduced a bill in the legislature which made Manitoba 
the first province in Canada to give women the same 
voting rights as men. The bill received final reading on 
Jan. 27,1916. 

The reformers did not spend much time celebrating, 
but immediately went to work promoting the temperance 
point of view in the upcoming referendum to be held on 
total prohibition. On March 13, Premier Norris did not 
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Cornock girls, bathing beauties of the teens. 

permit the newly-enfranchised women to vote, fearing 
they would make the vote lopsided. 

In Argyle, the Baldur District of the Social Service 
Council of Manitoba left nothing to chance and held a 
meeting on March 9, to set up committees to act as 
scrutineers at each poll. Their efforts were successful. 
Mountain and Cypress voted 'dry'; Mountain by a 
majority of 933 and Cypress by 685. 

Now there was time for relaxation and celebration. On 
May 6, a social gathering was held at the home of Mrs. D. 
Anderson in Baldur, to honor Mrs. Mary Playfair, the 
President of the local W.C.T.V., for her years of un
ceasing efforts on behalf of prohibition and women's 
suffrage. Mrs. Play fair was presented with a life 
membership in the W.C.T.V., according to the 'Baldur 
Gazette'. In her reply to the group Mrs. Playfair "spoke 
of added responsibility given to women, and assured the 
members of the society, that this expression of their 
regard for her, would be an incentive to her efforts in the 
future, on behalf of the welfare of womankind" . 

The celebration turned out to be premature. The 
Temperance Act took effect on June 1, 1916, and 
temporarily reduced the number of petty crimes. But 
soon the crime rate rose again - with a new crime, 
bootlegging. Liquor could still be obtained by a doctor's 
order, and druggists did a very profitable business in 

Speed! Bill and Bjorn Frederickson, 
around 1919. 



Harry Strang drove this team and this picture was taken the day before 
the horses were all burned in the fire which destroyed his father's barn 
~1~~ . 

prescriptions for 26 oz. of rye. 
This attempt to legislate temperance turned out to be a 

monumental failure, and the W.C.T.U. found it 
necessary to continue its work for genuine temperance. 

FEDERAL ELECTIONS 

In the election of 1911, the Conservatives tied the 
Liberal plan for reciprocity with the United States to the 
bogey of annexation. Their campaign worked, because 
only two Liberals were elected from Manitoba. One was 
William Sharpe of Lisgar, the incumbent. In Souris Mr. 
Schaffer, the Conservative incumbent was again re
elected. 

In 1917, parts of Argyle were included in three dif
ferent ridings; Lisgar, Macdonald, and Souris. 

When WWI began, sentiment across the country 
promoted a non-party of Unionist government in Ottawa 
to conduct the business of war. By 1917, the government 
realized that conscription would be necessary to replace 
those Canadian servicemen who had died in the terrible 
trench warfare. In Lisgar, conscription was seen as the 
only way that Canada could continue honourably in the 
war. The 'Baldur Gazette' of Aug. 23, 1917, stated "The 
boys at the front will vote for conscription. Shall we 
nullify their votes by voting against it?" There was ex
tremely heavy press against Laurier and the Liberals 
because, as the 'Gazette' said, "it was because the 
French-Canadians had not done their duty that con
scription had to be resorted to." Win-the-War Con
ventions were held around Lisgar and local voters 
exhibited firm support for non-partisan Win-The War 
candidates. Sir Robert Borden and the Unionist can
didate, Ferris Bolton, a Darlingford farmer, swept 
Lisgar. Dr. A.S. Finley of Elgin, a Unionist candidate, 
carried Souris; and in MacDonald, the new M.P., 
Richard Henderson, a former Methodist minister and 
Culross area farmer, represented the Unionist movement. 

WORLD WAR I 
THE HOME FRONT 

When war broke out in Europe in 1914, Manitobans 
rushed to support the British cause. Even before the 
outbreak of war, rifle clubs had been formed so that, in 

the words of a 1910 'Baldur Gazette'; "in the event of an 
invasion of our Dominion we have numerous companies 
of men, that after a couple of weeks licking into shape by 
a smart drill sergeant of the regular force, would be quite 
capable of defending the hearth and homes of their 
country" . 

The Rock Lake Gun Club, the oldest continuously 
active trapshooting facility in Manitoba was established 
by Joe Avery in 1912. At first there was some opposition 
to the club by local residents who complained to the 
council that it was a hazard to passers-by. However, the 
council allowed the club to continue at its site just above 
the north shore of Rock Lake. 

Members of the club were welcomed into the armed 
forces when war broke out in 1914. As soon as Britain 
declared war there was intense pressure for all eligible 
men to join up. Monster recruiting rallies were held 
during the winter of 1916, and local units of the Southern 
Manitoba Battalion were set up. The 223rd Infantry was 
nicknamed the 'Scandinavian Vikings'. Giant farewell 
socials were held for each troop as it left its own town. 

Those men who did not join, found it difficult to 
justify their presence at home in the face of such a 
passage as this taken from the 'Gazette', Aug. 23,1917. 

"TRENCH THAT FRITZ BUILT" 

"This is the maid, who treats with scorn the shifty 
slacker, all shaven and shorn, and his shining car 
with the tooting horn, but honours the farmer all 
weary and worn and his wife who helps him hoe the 
corn and milk the cow in the early morn, for she 
loves the son who to them was born, who in front of 
the battle all tattered and torn, still mans the gun 
that killed the Hun who lay in the trench that Fritz 
built. " 

Soldiers leaving for Camp Sewell, taken by Sam O'Dell. Quote from 
June 15, 1916, "Baldur Gazette"; "Farewell - A large crowd gathered 
on Wed. of last week, to give the Baldur detachment a good send-off. 
They lined up on the station platform and presented a magnificent 
spectacle. Friends were constantly going up and down the ranks shaking 
hands with the individuals. All who were not in the ranks, could but feel 
that the boys were going out to fight, not only for their own protection, 
but for all of us, and for what is dear to all, the glorious British Empire. 
They are taking chances on the supreme sacrifice. We cannot do too 
much for them. " 
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Honour rolls were posted - not so much to honour those 
who had joined up, but to show who had not. 

Soon, lists of soldiers killed in the trenches 
"somewhere in France" were being published in local 
papers. The 'Gazette' consoled those who had lost sons. 
"It must be immensely gratifying for the parents to know 
that their boy died a hero, fighting for his country's 
freedom. " 

People at home joined the total war effort. Patriotic 
Associations were formed to raise money for the war 
effort. Women formed Ladies' Patriotic Sewing Circles, 
sewing and knitting for the troops. Teen-age boys joined 
the 'Sons of the Soil' and received badges of honour for 
working on a farm for three months in the summer. Boys 
also joined the 'Earn and Give Program': working at odd 
jobs and pledging their earning to the war effort. Men, 
women and children in towns formed Harvest Clubs 
going out to work on farms at harvest time. (In fact many 
children stayed out of school to do farm work.) 

Victory bonds were sold. When each area reached its 
quota it was given an 'Honour Flag'. For every 25070 over 
the quota a crown was affixed to the flag. 

In 1918, when conscription came into force, each 
district set up a National Service Board to which all men 
had to apply, be examined and declared fit or unfit. A 
man could apply to a local Exemption Tribunal to be 
exempted. In most cases men with families and farms to 
support were granted exemptions. However, by the end 
of the war almost all the eligible men were in the armed 
forces. 

When the war ended on Nov. 11, 1918, a half holiday 

was declared. Every town held giant 'Welcome Home' 
celebrations for each batch of returning soldiers; 
'Welcome Home' funds were collected for returning 
soldiers; local branches of the Great War Veteran's 
Association were organized. In spite of the general 
celebrations, memories endured of those who had lost 
their lives. 

The influenza epidemic which swept the world in 1918, 
did not bypass Argyle. There was a ban on visitors to the 
area for five weeks. In December, 50 cases had been 
reported in Baldur and several in the rural areas. 

In 1919, the general depression that followed the 
ending of the war also hit the farmers of Argyle. The 
decade which had begun with so much hope had seen one 
generation cut down and farmers in a precarious position 
because of lower grain prices. 

"Somewhere in France stragglers approach the lines: 
The Sentry: Halt, give the countersign 

Black Watch 
Pass, Black Watch 

More stragglers 
The Sentry: Halt, give the countersign 

Royal Horse 
Pass, Royal Horse 

More stragglers 
The Sentry: Halt, give the countersign 

Go to ---- you son of a ----
Pass, Canadians" 

222ND BATTALION, 1916 

Training at Baldur. Front Row, Left to Right: Carl Thorsteinson, Paul Johannesson, Dave Mesney, Mr. Gosselin, George Emerson, Mr. Price, Fred 
Kenney,. Clarence Kenney, Alf Baker. Second Row from Bottom: Charlie Cuthbert, Bill Sexsmith, Art Cramer, Clarence Mitchell, Mr. Benson, Teddy 
Groves, Cobbi Gudnason, Art Conibear, Jim McLean, Sgt. McEwen. Third Row from Bottom: Fred Josephson, George Turrell, Mr. Caroll, Alex 
Bannerman, Bill Kelly, Norman Kenney, Charlie Hawkins. Top Row: Bill Anderson, Harry Bond, Emo Montroy, Harold Chambers, Harry Landers, 
Bill Chester, Mr. Caragus, Mr. Strull, Joker Gerolamy, Sveinn Anderson. 
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THE CRAZY TWENTIES 

The 1920's was a time of great hardship in rural areas 
and small towns. Three or four years of severe depression 
began the decade. It was called a time of flappers, 
bobbed hair and jazz, men's hair parted in the middle 
and slicked down for Rudolph Valintino's patent leather 
look, black-stockinged, short-skirted women. So much 
of it sounds frivolous, thoughtless and quite the spirit of 
the grasshopper who preferred to sing in the summer and 
not worry about the winter. 

Round barn on 26-4-14 built in the 1920's by Huffman and Christie. 
The top picture shows the frame. The bottom picture was taken in 1949 
when neighbours gathered for a seeding bee when the owner, Jack 
Dearsley, was ill. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

The dances, the "Black Bottom", the "Charleston", 
the tribal jazz music, had very little place in rural areas 
where the situation was shadowed by darker cir
cumstances. Some of the popular songs were: "The Sheik 
of Araby", "Yes, We Have No Bananas", "Rio Rita" 
and' 'Sonny Boy". A story told of a man who attended a 
musical evening, 16 items on the program. Sixteen 
persons arose from the audience as called, each sang 
"Sonny Boy". That probably exaggerated the popularity 
of the song, but it was heard far and wide. To local 
people, much of the entertainment consisted of house 
parties. The ladies helped provide the lunch, or the 
homemaker would look after it entirely when her house 
was the site of the party. Those were happy gatherings, to 
be lost as times changed. 

Stena Olafson, Bjorg Skardal, Esther Stephenson, and Joan Isberg with 
the marcelled and bobbed hair and the hip-length waists of the 1920's. 

PROHIBITION 

Once again, Argyle residents voted on a local liquor 
option. The Manitoba government had realized its error 
in trying to control alcohol abuse by legislation, and in 
1923, set up a Liquor Control Commission to control the 
limited sale of liquor. In 1928, a new Liquor Control Act 
was enacted which permitted public drinking, hedged 
with numerous restrictions. 

After receiving a petition signed by 200/0 of the resident 
electors, the council put before the voters By-Law No. 
401 to prohibit the sale of liquor. The voters maintained 
their "dry" tradition and final reading was given in 
Council on July 3, 1928. 

PROVINCIAL POLITICS 

Fed up with fluctuating grain prices and high prices for 
their equipment, farmers in Manitoba began to organize 
politically. In 1920, the newly organized United Farmers 
of Manitoba entered candidates in many local contests. 
They had no concrete platform, but rejected what they 
saw as the corruption and domination of big business 
under the established political parties. Mountain returned 

Teenagers in the early 1920's, saving gas. Jim Simpson on Harley 
Davidson motorcycle. Leslie and Belle Simpson in the sidecar. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Craik on their golden wedding day in 1923. 

George Morrison 'sfirst car in the late 1920's. 

its Liberal member, J.B. Baird, and Premier Norris 
managed to maintain a minority government. 

But, when the Norris government was forced to go to 
the polls again in 1922, the U.F.M. candidate in 
Mountain, Charles Cannon, a farmer and former reeve 
of Strathcona, was elected. The U.F.M. carried 28 seats 
and formed a government headed by John Bracken. 

However, in the election of 1927, Dr. I.M. Cleghorn 
was persuaded to stand for the Liberal party in Moun
tain. His opponents were the Hon. Charles R. Cannon, 
the U.F.M. candidate, and Robert Perfect for the 
Conservatives. Dr. Cleghorn's subsequent election was a 
deserved tribute to his great personal popularity. 

It was not only the Grits who voted for him. Men and 
women voted for him because he had brought them safely 
into the world; because he had dragged them back from 
death in long-drawn bitter fights with accident and 
disease; because he had been the man who stood beside 
them like a pillar of strength when bereavement struck 
their houses. Who could resist that soft-voiced, fluent 
Scotsman whose eyes twinkled in so wise and gentle a 
fashion behind the round rims of his spectacles? 

According to the "Baldur Gazette", the citizens 
celebrated his election with a motor procession which 
"gyrated and honked around town". There was a 
bonfire, singing, a band playing - even the C.N.R. engine 
joined in the festivities with its steam whistle. 

FEDERAL POLITICS 

The United Farmers of Manitoba or Progressives, were 
active, not only provincially, but federally. In the 1921 
general election there were three candidates in Lisgar. 
J.L. Browne, the Progressive candidate, was the local 
U.F.M. president. He campaigned for lower tariffs. For 
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example, a plow that cost $187.00 in Pilot Mound was 
$155.00 in Hannah, North Dakota. Browne defeated his 
Liberal and Conservative opponents by 1,000 votes. Both 
MacDonald and Souris also sent Progressive members to 
the House of Commons. 

By 1925, Argyle had been redistributed again into two 
ridings, MacDonald and Lisgar. Both areas returned 
their Progressive incumbents. 

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT BOARD 

So many returned men were seeking work and an 
opportunity to settle down and acquire a home and a 
normal life that those who wished to farm found it 
difficult, if not impossible, to obtain a farm and 
equipment. The Government, to ease the situation, 
started the Soldier Settlement Board. The plan was good 
but, like all others, had its drawbacks. The Act made it 
possible for former soldiers to buy land, machinery, 
horses, but of course, some day, payment must be made 
in return. In many cases, it was very poor land, some of 
the men were not successful, and it was difficult to sell 
the land and make a fresh start at something else. In 
1922, Argyle Council passed By-Law 337, granting 
remission of penalties on arrears of taxes on land settled 
under the Soldier Settlement Board, providing such taxes 
were paid by Aug. 15, 1922. This helped many men over a 
very difficult time, but the payments had to be made, and 
in the long run the same problems faced them. 

RURAL LIFE IN THE TWENTIES 

Wages for skilled workers dropped from a dollar an 
hour in 1920, to 85<1: two years later and that, only the 

Claude Crayston's truck in Rock Lake. 

Winter travel in 1922. George Morrison's team. 



beginning. The farmers knew grasshoppers, early frost, 
hail, a foretaste of the thirties. Then began a glint of 
sunlight through the clouds. Crops were better, more and 
more cars and light trucks appeared on the farms. The 
pace of life was much the same but there was more ex
citement in sports and entertainment. In 1927, the good 
times had spread across most of the land. But still, the 
work remained to be done. One lady, speaking of these 
times, referred to the great change in work done by the 
women. She remembers the time spent, on summer days, 
picking berries; the hours of heat in the sun; the struggle 
through the underbrush; plus all the work of preparation. 
The resulting jams, jellies, conserves, looked so ap
petizing on the shelves. Those same evenings, when 
supper was over, there might be as many as 10 or a dozen 
cows to milk, the milk to separate, calves to feed, all the 
other chores to be done when the man was harvesting or 
on some other necessary occupation. She spoke too, of 
the difficulty to provide the clothing for her children -
women's and girls' dresses were often made from flour 
bags. So much for the Gloria Swanson hats, the sequin 
and beaded dresses, high shoes, as fashions were shown 
in the newspapers. 

Sawing wood at Watt Conibear's in 20's. 

A Reeves 85-horse double piston and the separator is a 36-58 case. This 
picture was taken on the Jesse Cramer farm, 6-6-13, in 1928. The outfit 
consisted of, Left to Right: Helgi Breidal, Martin Isberg, Lou Schultz, 
Ben Johnson, Johnny Johnson, Gisli Olson, Jon Johnson, William 
Bray Sr., Jesse Cramer, Bjossi Bardarson, John Bardarson, Walter 
Bardarson, Herb Woodworth, Ha/li Sigvaldsson, Gusti Johnson, Bill 
Neumum, Delbert and Clarence Cramer are the two youngsters injront. 

Bob Ramage mowing hay in the 20's. 

The Belgian horse was first imported to Canada in 1902 in order to 
improve the production of draft horses iii Canada. In the 1920's, the 
Arthur Lombaert family started to breed them. Arthur's son-in-law, 
Remi De Pape, carried on the Lombaert tradition. Jo-Rod Prince, bred 
by Currie Estate, Cando, North Dakota, U.S.A., owned by Remi De 
Pape. 

ROADS 

One of the great needs in rural parts was good roads. 
Most of the ones in use were just prairie trails. When 
gravel roads began to appear, people shouted for joy, 
"Oh, what a treat! It is gravel all the way!" Now the 
roads are highways, gravel is avoided, where possible. Of 
course, when buses began to carry children to town 
schools, it was necessary to make great changes in 
transportation, and to improve roads. (No more of 
walking three miles to school in all weather, as some 
children did, carrying a sugar bag over the shoulder, in it 
two pieces of frozen bread, chokecherry juice staining the 
bread, nothing more.) 

The council had to regulate motor vehicle traffic. They 
passed a by-law stating, " ... all vehicles in or passing 
through Baldur or on curves on any road in the 
municipality are required to keep to the right side of road 
or street - whether travelling or standing still and motors 
stopped before taking gasoline at filling station. First 
offence, $2.00 to $10.00, subsequent offences $10.00 to 
$50.00." 

The council also had to settle the problem of ob
structions on sidewalks and highways. It was declared 
unlawful to leave on the sidewalks or highways in Argyle 
any bread baskets, boxes, barrels or crated goods of any 

45 



kind. 
During the 1920's, life gradually saw much im

provement, in fact by 1927, hope sprang in most hearts, 
that the days of pioneering were well in the past. Work 
was being made much easier; education was more readily 
available and population growth helped to make the days 
brighter. There were better prices and a general feeling of 
good things to come. Hydro lines were extended from 
Glenboro to Baldur. But the crash of the American stock 
market began to show repercussions here. Homes went 
on the block for lack of money to pay the mortgage, 
banks failed, smiling became more difficult to do as the 
curtain descended and everyone waited to see what the 
1930's could possibly bring. 

Baldur Gazette, Aug. 20, 1925 - Two ladies, whose names 
we haven't sufficient grit to disclose, were motoring to 
Baldur last Saturday night and were overtaken by the rain 
and hailstorm. They landed at Billy Bray's, wet through. 
They were in a terrible fix, on account of the difference in 
avoir dupois between the ladies in question and Mrs. 
Bray, as the available garments were not made of rubber 
and consequently would not expand without disastrous 
consequences. Billy, however, a man of resource, 
procured - well, not garments, but coverings in the way of 
tarpaulins and such like, which proved quite adequate, 
while the ladies' own clothes were drying. He borrowed 
Paul Fredirickson's threshing pump to get the water out 
of their shoes. All at last was content and happiness. Oh, 
yes! You can always depend on Billy in an emergency. 
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The greatest unexplored and underdeveloped 
piece of territory is still between your ears. 

Road building in 1920. Doc Campbell and Clem Skardal. 

THE INDIAN 

Our Natives came to this open plain 
From the Northwest - so they say. 
His home of earth, poles, and skins 

Could be built within a day, 
But to live was a different thing, 
No polished steel had they; 
Tools of bone, wood or stone, 
And dishes of yellow clay. 

Striking two stones to make a spark 
For fires bright to ward the dark; 
They huntedfor food in the woods around, 

Shotfrom a tree, snared on the ground, 
Fish in a nearby stream were took 
With leather line andfancy bone hook; 
Corrals were built of brush and log 
To run the wild buffalo into a bog. 

They paddled the rivers with grace of a swan 
In canoes built of wood with birch bark glued on, 
And gathered thefursfor robes and mats; 

Beaver and rabbit skins made coat and hats, 
From elk and deer they tanned the skins 
For trouser and shoes called Moccasins; 
Running with snowshoes over the snow 
With arrows ready to clasp on the bow, 

From relics we find it looks so sad 
What little these first brave people had, 
No medicine, doctor, or wonder pill 

To help them get well, when ever ill 
Weeds, roots and plants to brew 
Would cure their aches and pains or flu; 
With wisdom made lawsfor the Tribal band, 
And the Great Spirit Manitou watched 0 'er their land. 

Nell Macklin 

NEIGHBOURS 

I have some lovely neighbours, 
The best I've had by far; 
Some day I may go over 
Andfind out who they are. 

Brian Cooney 



THE THIRTIES 

HARD TIMES IN ARGYLE 

The crash of the stock market in 1929 resulted in a 
depression which lasted through the thirties. The effects 
of this depression were felt world-wide in different ways 
in different areas. Following is a brief account of the 
struggles and fun in Argyle. 

FARMING 

Grasshoppers, dry weather, dust storms and rust all 
contributed to the generally poor harvests of the thirties. 
Grasshopper poison, which was supplied by the 
municipality, was portioned out to various farmers to 
spread on their headlands in an effort to control a further 
influx of the insects. Grasshoppers not only destroyed 
crops, but also seemed to enjoy garden produce, as one 
resident tells us of an incident when whole onion sets 
were devoured, leaving only holes in the garden. The 
usually dry, windy weather of the early thirties resulted in 
severe dust storms. One farmer recalls the day when a 
dust storm came up so suddenly that he couldn't find his 
way home from the field. He let go of the reins and the 
horses finally found their way into the yard. It was only 
four o'clock in the afternoon, but so dark they had to 
light the lamps in the house. These conditions not only 
blew out the seed, but contributed to a loss of topsoil, 
which took years to restore. With good rains in 1935, 
how excited the farmers were with the prospect of an 
abundant harvest. All hopes were shattered when the 
wheat crop rusted and rotted and most of it had to be 
burned. This wet summer was followed by a harsh, cold 
winter and then an unbearably hot, dry summer in 1936. 

Another disaster - the seed farmers had managed to 
harvest was so tiny and of such poor germination that 
they were without seed for spring planting. The R.M. of 
Argyle came to the rescue by ordering in carloads of good 
seed wheat and distributing it among the farmers. 

DAILY LIFE 

The scarcity of food which was predominant in many 
areas of the prairies during the depression, was not as 
major a factor in Argyle. The resourcefulness of the 
people of these times was evident in their production of 
plain food which sufficed their needs. Most people had 
large gardens, cows to provide milk, butter and meat, 
pigs and chickens, and enough wheat for a grist. Home
made butter, often used as a barter at the stores, was a 
precious commodity. One lady describes their use of 
butter as "bread and scrape" as they buttered their bread 
and then scraped it in order to save. When butter was not 
available, pork drippings were often used. Another dairy 
product which meant a lot to the farmers was cream, and 
many families depended on the cream cheques as their 
main source of income. Berry picking was a must to 
provide fruit, jams and jellies. All wild game available in 
the area became a part of most families' diets. Stories are 
told of times when rabbit hunting was good, and a 

Victor, Orner, Albert and Astrid Claeys on their way to town around 
1936. 

Tom Mowat with team and cutter in 1939. 

carload of rabbits was sent to the soup kitchens in 
Winnipeg. One year the Federal Government arranged 
for apples to be supplied to all crop failure districts. Each 
councillor was responsible to hire a truck to deliver 
apples to his district as soon as they arrived. 

Home-made clothes and hand-me-downs made up the 
wardrobe of families of this era. Most women were 
handy with the needle, using their talent to patch and to 
make over clothes. Tea towels, pillow cases, bedding and 
some clothing were made from flour and sugar sacks. 
One lady tells us that she owned her first ever new coat at 
the age of 21, after working out to earn some money. 

Young men and women out of work, some of them 
with families, moved in with friends and relatives, and 
were made welcome. Everyone shared what little they 
had. 

The mode of transportation in the thirties changed as 
lack of cash limited the buying of gasoline, even at three 
gallons for a dollar. Used car chassis were made into 
buggies or wagons by adding a tongue and became horse 
drawn vehicles. They were called "Bennett Buggies", so 
named because Prime Minister Bennett was in office. 

EDUCATION 

With no consolidation, children were forced to walk, 
ride horseback, or drive with horse and buggy to the 
nearest school, which was often two or three miles 
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The ski plane owned and operated by Kari J. Johnson which was used 
every winter and often came in good use as an ambulance tf! transport 
the ill. 

distant. Even though teachers' salaries were drastically 
reduced during the depression, there was no shortage of 
teachers. Applications for positions often numbered 
nearly a hundred as teachers desperately sought em
ployment. Student enrollment remained high, as few or 
no families were forced to move. Inter-district ball games 
and field days continued as did the annual Christmas 
concerts. All of these activities, along with classrooms of 
20 to 40 st!ldents in grades one to eight, made a large 
work load for the teachers, who at this time received an 
annual salary from $400.00 to $600.00. Out of this 
salary, teachers had to pay around $15.00 a month for 
board and room, usually to a farm family near the 
school. 

COST OF LIVING 

Wages for other professions, as well as prices for 
commodities, dropped to a record low level in the 
thirties. Wheat was sold for less than 40¢ a bushel and 
livestock receipts often did no more than cover the cost of 
shipping. One story tells how a farmer shipped some 
cattle to Toronto, and later received word that the value 
of the cattle sold was not enough to cover the freight. He 
received a bill for the remainder of the charges. He 
replied that he did not have any money to send them, but 
that he could send them another animal. 

In 1931, a five gallon can of cream brought $1.50, eggs 
8¢ a dozen, wheat between 30¢ and 40¢ and barley 1O¢ a 
bushel. Milk cows sold for $30.00. 

Sunday visitors at the Cuthbert Bros. in the 1930's. 
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Farm labourers were paid $5.00 by the Government to 
work on farms, and the farmers who hired them also 
received $5.00 to cover the cost of board and room. 
Young men often "rode the rods", which meant riding 
for free on top of a boxcar, hoping to find work in the 
later harvests of the west. People were paid 2¢ for gopher 
tails and 5¢ for a pair of crow's feet. This was to en
courage the killing of gophers and crows which were 
numerous enough to cause damage in farm crops and 
pastures. It also gave youngsters a way of getting a little 
money for themselves. Many homes had the telephone 
removed, because people could no longer afford it. Those 
who kept the phones paid 5¢ each time they phoned the 
operator. People often walked miles to talk to neigh
bours, rather than pay the 5¢ to use the phone. Difficult 
times were made even worse when an epidemic of 
sleeping sickness struck the farmer's main source of 
power, the horse. 

Any older persons wanting an old-age pension had to 
apply to council. All requests were not granted; the 
maximum pension for a single person was $20.00 per 
month, for a married couple, $15.00 each. 

Argyle was fortunate because it always remained in the 
"black", only a small portion of its residents were forced 
to go on relief. Taxes were postponed until farmers were 
able to pay at a reasonable rate; there were no write-offs; 
and no foreclosures. 

Picture taken of Correen Scott in front of the log house where her 
father Ivan Scott and all of his children were born. 

RECREATION 

Being short of cash did not deter the people's love of 
music and sports. Softball was introduced at this time 
because no gloves were needed to play, and the balls were 
cheaper to buy than hardballs. Every child learned to ride 
and drive horses, not only for enjoyment but as a means 
of transporation and for work. Many pleasant hours 
were spent playing horseshoes. Saturday night dances 
were very popular, and only males paid 25¢ to attend. 
Ladies bringing lunch had free admittance. The or
chestra, of a violin accompanied by a piano or an organ, 



were paid $2.50 each. Neighbours often gathered for 
dancing or cards at house parties, as they could not 
always afford the 25¢ admission to dances. The ladies 
always provided a good lunch. Some of the hits of this 
era were "I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles", "Blue 
Hawaii", "My Blue Heaven", "Barney Google", and 
"The Music Goes Round and Round". Radio became a 
popular form of entertainment with such programs as 
"The Happy Gang". Batteries for the radios were saved 
for the best programs, as most could not afford to buy 
new batteries too often. 

This decade of heartache and hardships ended with the 
outbreak of WW II in 1939. Unemployed young men 
were the first to enlist, and a condition of discontent 
which could have ended in civil strife, was averted. 

MUNICIPAL DOCTOR SCHEME 

During these difficult years Argyle, like some other 
rural municipalities in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 
initiated a Municipal Doctor Scheme. Rural areas short 
of revenue found it very difficult to attract doctors. With 
this unique scheme a doctor was guaranteed a certain 
annual salary which covered most patient care and 
normal obstetrical services. This plan served two pur
poses. In return for a small mill rate, inhabitants of a 
municipality were guaranteed medical care without 
having to worry about the expense. Doctors were at
tracted to a situation in which they were guaranteed a 
certain income. 

At a ratepayers' meeting on Nov. 12, 1935, voters 
discussed the possibility of appointing a municipal 
doctor. The council moved to investigate the matter. A 
by-law providing for the employment of a qualified 
physician to cover most of Argyle was approved by the 
ratepayers. Advertisements were placed in Winnipeg 
papers, and on Dec. 18, 1936, Dr. A. Keenberg was 
appointed the first municipal doctor. He served until 
1940, when he resigned to enter private practice. 

This experiment in local medicare was so successful it 
lasted in Argyle until the introduction of universal 
medicare in 1969. Dr. Hanks, appointed in 1961, was one 
of the last municipal doctors in western Canada. 

PROVINCIAL POLITICS 

After Dr. Cleghorn's death in 1929, Baldur lawyer, 
Ivan Schultz, was returned by acclamation as the Liberal 
member for Mountain on Jan. 29, 1930. 

To celebrate Mr. Schultz's appointment a social 
evening was held in his honour on February 6. About 240 
persons were present. The chairman, Rev. B. W. Allison, 
presented Mr. Schultz with a golf bag. According to the 
"Baldur Gazette", the Rev. Allison stated that "this 
gathering is an expression of personal, rather than 
political friendship - the class of friendship that can 
recognize achievement and honor you as one who justly 
deserves it ... all of us know and appreciate the efforts 
you have made in different spheres to brighten and enrich 
the life of our community ... We ask you to accept this 
club bag as a token of appreciation of what you have 
done for the community. We assure you that it will never 

Dr. l.M. Cleghorn (1863-1929). First doctor in Baldur and MLA jor 
Mountain (1927-1929). 

Dr. G.E. Hanks - last municipal doctor (1961-1969) and still in private 
practice in Baldur. 

be as well-packed, as it is on this occasion - filled, as it 
were, with our sincere good wishes for success, prosperity 
and happiness in the wider sphere which lies before you." 

Ivan Schultz was to fulfill his friends' hopes. In the 
elections of 1932 and 1936, he was re-elected as a Liberal
Progressive (in 1936, by a majority of 1,152). Mr. Schultz 
served as M.L.A. for Mountain for 25 years until 1955, 
when he resigned to become judge on the Appeal Court 
of Manitoba. In 1936, he was appointed Minister of 
Education in the coalition government under John 
Bracken. 

FEDERAL POLITICS 

When the Depression came, voters opted for a change 
in government. Mackenzie King called an election for 
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July 28, 1930, feeling sure that he would be returned. 
However, the Conservatives under R.B. Bennett took 137 
seats. In Manitoba only four Liberal-Progressives were 
returned. Two of these were the incumbents from 
MacDonald and Lisgar. 

After five years of Conservative government, con
ditions had not improved. The new democratic-socialist 
party, the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation, was 
becoming active throughout the province. A meeting was 
held in Baldur in June of 1935, and a local CCF 
organization set up. Once again Argyle was divided 
among three ridings; Lisgar, MacDonald, and Souris. 
When Prime Minister Bennett called an election on 
October 14, all three ridings returned Liberals. In 
MacDonald, the incumbent, W.G. Weir retained his seat. 
In Souris, G.W. McDonald was elected; and in Lisgar, 
H.S. Winkler, a Morden farmer, who was to represent 
the riding until 1949, was returned to the House. 

Politicians, regardless of party, were unable to help the 
people, but the resourcefulness and courage which 
resulted from the trying times of the thirties is still evident 
in the lives of the people today. Those who lived during 

Excerpt from the "Baldur Gazette". "Tribute to the horse - Oh horse, 
you are a wonderful thing, no buttons to push, no horn to honk; you 
start yourself, no clutch to slip; no license buying every year with plates 
to screw on front and rear; no gas bills climbing every day, stealing the 
joys of life away; no speed cops chugging in your rear, yelling sum
mons, summons in your ear, your inner tubes are all o.k. and thank the 
Lord. " 

"Baldur Gazette," Jan. 21, 1937 - News Flash - The Baldur 
Transfer holds the speed record in Southern Manitoba 
for unloading stock. Dumping its load just north of the 
cemetery the other night, which by the way, was an error 
of judgement on Clem's part, as he was at least three
quarters of a mile away from the stockyard, his rightful 
destination. However, someone has to hang up some sort 
of record for Baldur. It is rumored that Clem has ordered 
a pair of cowboy chaps from Winnipeg and will ride the 
damn steers to town the next time. 
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this time learned to be 'their Brother's Keeper', sharing 
all that they had and helping in any way they could. The 
thriftiness learned from this decade is in sharp contrast to 
the free spending generation of today. 

Walter Clark, Reeve; Ab Sole, and Harry Freedy at site of the bridge 
over Oak Creek on the north edge of Baldur. 

AN ENCOURAGING RADIOGRAM 
FOR FARMERS 

A farmer knocked at the pearly gate 
Hisface was scarred and old 
He stood before the man of fate 
For admission to thefold, 
"What have you done?" St. Peter said 
"To gain admission here. " 
"I've been afarmer sir" he said 
"For many and many a year. " 
The Pearly Gate swung open wide 
As St. Peter touched the bell, 
"Come inside" he said "and choose your harp 
You've had your share of hell. " 

WHY WE LIVE 

We live to work, to do God's will 
To help a pal. Climb up a hill 
To plant a tree. To grow aflower. 
To write an ode. To wile the hour 
To soothe a child. To help the weak, 
What other reason should we'seek? 
The daily round is all we ask, 
To aid us with our common task 
If this we do, we need not sigh 
He sees our efforts from on high 
When 'neath the sod our bodies lie 
Our deeds, our souls, will never die. 

Mrs. R. Cobbe 
Jan. 12, 1935 



THE FORTIES 

HEARTACHES AND PROSPERITY 

In 1940, after years of dust and drought on the 
prairies, there was a record harvest. This began a period 
of prosperity which grew throughout the decade, and 
most were willing to share their profits by contributing 
generously to various war projects. 

THE HOME FRONT 

WW II, which continued through half of this decade, 
plunged this area into a united effort to support the youth 
who were valiantly fighting overseas. Boxes of food, 
socks, and toiletries were frequently packed and sent to 
the boys by families and organizations. Rummage sales, 
benefits and teas were held to raise money for the Red 
Cross. War saving stamps, bought by the school children, 
and victory bonds were two more methods of raising cash 
for the war effort. Butter, sugar, coffee, tea and gas were 
rationed until 1947, so an ample supply of these com
modities were available for overseas. Rations were based 
on quantity per person per week. 
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Imagine the feeling of calamity when a family of 10 
awoke one morning to find that mice had reduced a shoe 
box full of ration cards to a shoe box full of paper shreds. 
Friends willingly shared their precious supplies until new 
books could be obtained. 

As the Christmas season drew near, everyone yearned 
to send extra parcels of goodies to loved ones overseas 
and looked for ways and means to obtain the necessary 
ingredients. No one wanted to break the law, but 
stretching it a little seemed forgivable under the cir
cumstances, so while farm friends rounded up a five 
gallon can of real cream, Irma Atkins did her best to 
sterilize the interior of her washing machine. The mound 
of golden butter which resulted, soon found its way into 
fruit cake and shortbread and thence across the ocean. 
This more than salved any feelings of guilt. 

The emotional stress was intensified for young wives, 
families and entire communities when news of loved ones 
lost or killed in action was received. What a relief when 
victory finally came and peace was declared in 1945. 

The return of the soldiers, many with war brides, 
created a population boom, which was felt for many 
years. 
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An issue of the "Baldur Gazette" published as if Manitoba had been occupied by the Germans. 
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RATION 
BOOK 4 

CANADA 

CAR NET DE 
RATIONNEMENT 4 

( 
,. . --' . 

/, FI .. tHam.-'-r6r>om 

=~:!ber I~E. Ii () 1';i;'lzl 
LOTREIII NUMtROS 

No de serio 
( avec lett ••• ) 

Wl'lto Age If under 16 Indique. J'jte si main" de 16 lin.! 

BOOK-HOLDERS' RESPONSIBILITIES 
1. The law requires that: 

(a) a book·hoId.r must d.todl from his ration book and destroy all unused 
coupons which have EXPIRED for lISe by him. Formers or other primary 
producers must not destroy UNUSED coupons covering (OnlUmption of their 
Own produce. These must be surrendered to the Local Ration Board with' . 
all coupons cotl&eted from their soles of rationed commodities. 

(b) ration book must be surrendered promptly to the Board if the book
holder dies, ioins the armed forces, or ceosos to reside in Canada. 

Ie) when buying rationed commodities, tOVpons must be detachect only In 
the presence of the supplier or his representative. It is illegal to use 
coupons detached in any other maMer. 

(d) rolion books may be used only by or for the person to whom iswed. 
2. Keep separate record Iilf serial number of your ration book. It is needed " 

when applying for new book. 
3. Severe penalties are provided for mis-use of ration book or fal$!! statement 

in connection therewith. 
4. Local Rafion Bocrch . .. There is (I local Ration Boord in your community. If 

you have (I rdtioning problem, 'phone, write or visit your Boord. A group of 
citizens serve voluntarily on this Board. Please give them your cooperation. 

(VEUlUfZ LIRE (· ... V ... NT.DERN/.IE ' ... CE Of tA COUVUruREJ 

Pages from a ration book used during WWII. 

FARMING 

Farmers continued to produce harvests in abundance 
and this encouraged soldiers to return to the farms, thus 
filling a need for farm labour, which had been so lacking 
during the war years. The increased production of farm 
commodities, which had been encouraged during the 
early forties, continued, as did the ready markets. These 
profits allowed farmers to improve their farmsteads and 
their methods of agriculture. This was the beginning of a 
revolution in agricultural mechanization, with the in
troduction of tractors and some combines. Carpenters 
were in demand to build homes and farm buildings at a 
wage of 50¢ an hour. Unskilled labour received a wage of 
25¢ an hour. One of the carpenters in the area used to run 
his table saw off the axle of his car, as there was no hydro 
to power an electric saw. 

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 

During this period, at the municipal· office, Carl 
Atkins was secretary-treasurer of the municipality. His 
job entailed a great deaI"more than sending out tax bills 
and keeping the books balanced. Working with people 
always brings its share of the unexpected. Once when 
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Carl arranged for the sale of a farm, he had not counted 
on the buyer arriving at the office with $12,000 in a tin 
box which he had been storing in a manure pile for 20 
years. Carl often wondered if the receiving office at the 
Ottawa mint had as much trouble as he had to clear the 
atmosphere! 

A distasteful duty was to pay the bounty money for the 
ears of foxes, which had become very numerous. It 
sometimes happened that pups were still alive when 
brought in. The number of pups brought in was out of 
proportion to the number of females. It was discovered 
that the mothers were being left to insure a good crop of 
money-paying pups. 

Once a woman walked into the office and asked Carl 
Atkins for a birth certificate. She was told that all records 
of that particular time were not available due to a fire at 
an earlier date. Highly indignant, she insisted that she 
had seen them and would prove it! She returned some 
time later loaded down with large water-logged books, 
the pages of which were covered with poems, recipes, 
riddles and what have you. Sure enough, by carefully 
steaming away the collection from the Farmers' Almanac 
and its corresponding publications, they found the 
original records. It seemed that after the fire, when the 
books had been discarded on a garbage heap near her 
mother's house, she had retrieved them as excellent 
scrapbooks. The correct birth date for several members 
of the community were also certified by this unusual act 
of fate. 

RECREATION 

Dancing continued to be a popular form of en
tertainment in the forties, with the rhumba and the 
samba being introduced as two new dance steps. War 
songs, with their catchy tunes and sentimental words, 
were favourites with everyone. Some of these songs were 
"The White Cliffs of Dover", "There'll Always Be An 
England", "Bless 'Em All", "When the Lights Go On 
Again", and "Lily Marlene". 

Smitty's Dance Band - 1942. Ami Sveinsson, Oscar Josephson, Lloyd 
Smith and Helga Oliver. 



POST -WAR DEVELOPMENT 

This decade ended in a blaze of light as rural elec
trification was completed. The cost of $700.00 per 
farmyard to bring the wire to the yard, was collected in a 
levy on municipal taxes. The conveniences of electrical 
power were greatly appreciated by all who took ad
vantage of them. 

Finally, the municipality had enough revenue to start 
improving roads. During the war, plans were made to 
construct a north-south road going through Baldur. (In 
1979, Highway No.5, three miles west of Baldur was 
completed.) In 1946, Council received from the province 
$4,000.00 in a matching grant to work on the Baldur
Glenboro road. 

Sgt. Wm. F. Craik, Corp. Harold E. Craik and Bdr. Donald J. Craik, 
brothers who served overseas in WWII. 

Eddie Wytinck at nine years of age running the John Deere tractor with 
Henry Fiji on the binder in August, 1946. 

Spring of 1949 - Left - Government rotary snowplow. Right - Govern
ment snowplow on the road north of Baldur. 

PROVINCIAL POLITICS 

The Hon. Ivan Schultz was re-elected by Mountain to 
the provincial legislature in 1941, 1945, and 1949, serving 
in the cabinets of Liberal-Progressives, lohn Bracken, 
Stuart Garson and Douglas Campbell. In 1944, he was 
appointed Minister of Health and Public Welfare. In this 
capacity he was instrumental in helping Argyle to obtain 
its hospital. 

FEDERAL POLITICS 

When Mackenzie King called a general election in 
1940, the country gave its overwhelming support to the 
Liberal war effort. Argyle was no exception. In the riding 
of MacDonald, the Baldur Poll gave the Liberal can
didate, W.G. Weir, a Carman area farmer, a majority. 
Mr. Weir had 147 votes; Mr. I. Langtry, the C.C.F. 
candidate, 120; and l.A. Cuddy, the National Govern
ment or Conservative candidate, 49. In Souris, l.A. 
Ross, a Souris farmer and Conservative, who ran as a 
National Government candidate was elected. H.W. 
Winkler, Liberal, held his seat for Lisgar. 

In the post-war election of 1945, all three men were re
elected, although this time Mr. Ross had withdrawn his 
support of the war-time government and ran as a 
Conservative. 

For the 1949 election, Argyle was divided into Lisgar 
and Souris only. Mr. Ross was re-elected for Souris and 
Mr. Winkler for Lisgar. 

Five years of grief and anxiety at the start of this 
decade had been followed by a period of prosperity. 
Plentiful harvests and rising produce prices gave Argyle 
residents promising prospects for the future. 
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Alex Graham's first combine (1940). 

Fred Macklin's dray truck usedfor hauling cream in the 1940's. 

POEM FOUND AMONG POSSESSIONS 
OF C.A. SKARDAL 

We started out from Somain 
On a bright November day 
To march to the Rhine 
As the Colonel would say 
It was early in the morning 
Seven by the time 
We began our expedition 
To that famous river, Rhine. 

Our loads are very heavy 
Our feet are rather sore 
But still we think it's nothing 
We've had it worse before. 
On bully beef and hardtack 
At noon we have to dine 
As we keep on marching 
To that famous river, Rhine. 

The people greet our coming 
Theflags are hoisted high 
They hoot, and yell their heads off 
As the Canadians go by. 
"Honour to the Allies" 
Is up on every sign 
As we keep on advancing 
To that German river, Rhine. 

Wm. Bray with his new 1949 Plymouth. 

Winter travel in the 1940's, when the snow was deep. 

When we crossed the German border 
The clock hadjust struck two 
We rested by the roadside 
There was not a soul in view. 
We then continued onward 
Through woods of spruce and pine 
For now we've crossed the frontier 
Our next objective is the Rhine. 

The day was dark and dreary 
The rain was falling down. 
With rifles on the shoulder 
We marched through the town -
'Twas on a Friday morning 
A little after nine 
On the thirteenth of December 
That we crossed the river, Rhine. 

The traffic officer spied a car coming down the middle 
of the road at 90 miles an hour. Stopping him, he said, 
"Do you know what you were doing?" "Oh, yes," 
replied the driver, "I was tearing down the middle of the 
road." Police, "You can't do that!" The driver, "It's 
right here on my licence." Police, "Show me your 
licence." Driver, holding out the licence, pointed to 
where it says, "Tear down the middle, on the dotted 
line. " 



, 
MODERN ERA 

During the three decades from the 1950's until the 
1980's, lifestyle changed more drastically than at any 
other time in history. The era of manual labour ended, 
and a period of technological revolutions has taken over. 

FARMING 

By the start of the 1950's, combines were seen more 
often, and threshing machines less. Hired help was hard 
to get, so "stooking" became a thing of the past. Beef 
and Seed Improvement Clubs were organized. A Save 
The Soil Club was formed and rows of trees were planted 
along field boundaries. 

Over the next two decades, farming was revolutionized 
by chemicals, hydraulics, large high-powered four wheel 
drive tractors and bigger and better machinery, which 
required a smaller labour force on the farm. Farms 
became larger and larger, as the new machinery allowed 
farmers to work more land in a shorter period of time. 
Where six farm families once lived, today there might be 
two. New houses have replaced some of the old ones, and 
more conveniences for the home, such as running water, 
freezers and electrical appliances, have lightened the farm 
wife's load. 

Harvesting in the 1980's. 

EDUCATION 

With declining rural population in the late 1950's came 
consolidation, and students were transported to cen
tralized schools. Yellow buses were soon seen scurrying 
along the gravel roads. The closing of some schools 
resulted in the decline of smaller centres. Thriving 
villages like Greenway and Neelin became only fond 

memories. 
Education which formerly included the "three R's", 

has now expanded to include modern technological 
courses. 

Decline in student enrolment was evident in the late 
1970's and this gradual decline is still evident today. 

TRANSPORTATION 

As country schools closed, roads and transportation 
improved. By the late 1950's and the early 1960's, most 
families had their own car or truck. Because of the better, 
more reliable means of transportation and improvements 
in roads, people travelled more often and further, and 
passenger service on the train gradually faded out. Gravel 
roads were improved and some local Provincial Trunk 
and Government Highways were paved. 

Travel by airplanes has become more popular. There 
are now some pilots in the district with licenses to operate 
small airplanes on a personal basis, and a few of them 
have their own planes. 

SOCIAL LIFE 

The biggest influence on the social life during the late 
1950's was the introduction of the television. It 
revolutionized family life, eating habits, house designs, 
conversations, jokes and political attitudes. 

With continuing good years on the farms, more money 
was to be spent on entertainment and fashion. Food 
budgets became less strict and fast foods rapidly became 
popular grocery items. 

Square dancing became popular in the early fifties and 
by the last half of the decade, rock and roll invaded, and 
completely changed the style of music. The trend in music 
continued from rock and roll to "pop" music and 
"rock" music. Disco music and dancing was popular for 
a short time in the late 1970's. 

Blue jeans, everyday attire of young and old. 
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Social activities became town-oriented and socializing 
at public events and places replaced neighbourly get
togethers. 

Life, which at one time revolved around the church, 
now centres around social organizations, such as bingos, 
curling clubs, and sports related activities. Camping and 
travelling are favourite summer pastimes. 

Since the middle 1970's, there has been no resident 
minister in Baldur. With larger parish districts, ministers 
servicing the Baldur charges are living in other points 
within their respective parishes. In Baldur, five churches 
still hold regular services. 

Citizen Band "CB" radios became very prominent in 
the late 1970's and are used for communication between 
field and home, and from farm to farm, as well as to 
other areas. 

FASHIONS AND FADS 

1950's: 
penny loafers and saddle shoes 
drapes, crinolines and full skirts 
pedal pushers 
leather jackets and duck tail haircuts 
pony tails 

Sharon Clark wearing the crinoline with hoop and Garry Clark in the 
black leather jacket and boots of the 1950's. 

Dorothy and Pat Christopherson wearing the sheath dresses and Alan 
Dearsley showing off the draped trousers of the 1950's. 

1960's: 
short mini skirts 
tight stretchy pants 
pointed high-heeled shoes 
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crew cuts 
hippies and long hair 
bikinis 

Carol Johnson and Sherry Sigurdson wearing the mini-skirts and 
Shirley Macklin wearing the dress and pointed heels of the 1960's. 

1970's: 
long tight skirts 
the 'afro' 
jeans 
pierced ears 

The 'wear whatever' fashion of today makes for an 
individualistic type of dress for both formal and informal 
wear. 

Doug Sigurdson sporting the 
"afro" of the 1970's. 

SHAMROCK HUTTERITE COLONY 

A new aspect was introduced into Argyle when the 
Hutterites purchased land and moved here in 1978. There 
are 30 people comprising five families living on one 
farmstead. Each family has its own living quarters, but 
all the families share a common kitchen. They farm 1,600 
acres, and have a piggery, with 1,800 feeders, 1,000 
weanlings and 250 sows. The colony operates a private 
school called "Shamrock School", with eight students. 



MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 

The pervasive fear of all-out nuclear warfare in the late 
fifties and early sixties prompted local municipalities in 
1958 to set up a structure to deal with a nuclear disaster. 
In Argyle, the reeve was to head the committee for Civil 
Defense; a welfare committee directed by the president of 
each local Women's Institute was to look after emergency 
mass feeding, clothing, lodgings, and registration of 
survivors; Dr. Hamwee was to direct a medical com
mittee; Fred Stillwell was appointed to look after 
communications and transportation; and the local 
Legion was to command a work party. 

One of the first by-laws of the new Argyle Municipality 
in 1882, had regulated the meanderings of livestock. 
Council finally ended forever the perennial problem of 
wandering livestock in town when, in 1958, it forbade 
the keeping of horses, cattle, pigs, sheep, goats and 
poultry in the village limits of Baldur. There was one 
exception - a householder could keep up to 12 birds if 
they were properly penned. 

Camping at Rock Lake, afavorite pastime. 

'WET OR DRY?' 

The question of whether or not to prohibit the sale of 
liquor in Argyle kept resurfacing. In 1946, 1950, and 
1955, votes were held on proposals to repeal the 1928 by-" 
law forbidding the sale of liquor in Argyle - each time the 
law was upheld. Finally on Oct. 21, 1960, a vote was held 
on the proposed sale of wine and beer in a beverage room 
and restaurant. The electors approved the sale of wine 
and beer in a beverage room by a vote of 297 for to 124 
against; in a restaurant by a vote of 262 for to 135 
against. After 78 years, local prohibition had ended. 
Argyle had finally become 'wet'! 

Snowmobiling was a popular activity in the 1970's. 

PROVINCIAL POLITICS 

In the first half of the fifties, Mountain continued in its 
Liberal-Progressive tradition, once again re-electing the 
Hon. Ivan Schultz. When he resigned in 1955, a former 
Argyle reeve, Walter Clark took his place. 

When the Boundaries Commission altered electoral 
districts in 1955, Argyle found itself for the first time 
since 1886, out of the E.D. of Mountain. Now included 
in the new E.D. of Rock Lake, the voters also made a 
switch in party affiliation. In the general election of June 
16, 1958, Argyle supported the Progressive Conservative 
candidate, A. W. Harrison. Mr. Harrison, manager of 
the Harrison Milling and Grain Co. of Holmfield, had 
already represented the old district of Killarney since 
1943. The voters' change in party support was not really 
totally unexpected. Under their new leader, Duff Roblin, 
the Conservatives had adopted the title "Progressive" 
Conservative and had in fact become a liberal party 
challenging the "stay-put" policies of the Campbell 
government. The new minority Progressive Conservative 
government under Duff Roblin appointed Mr. Harrison 
Speaker of the House. The Hon. A. W. Harrison was re-

The "Royal Canadians" in 1950's. Front Row, Left to Right: Clarence 
Legary, Morley Sparrow and Bill Davidson. Back Row: Oscar 
Josephson, Albert Legary, and Ami Sveinsson. 
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Plane owned and operated by local pilot, Glen Walleyn, taken on an 
airstrip at the Lome Dearsley jarm, 1972. 

elected in the general elections of 1959 and 1962, and 
served until his retirement. 

In the general election of 1966, Henry Einarson, a 
Glenboro area farmer, was elected as the Progressive 
Conservative member for Rock Lake. Mr. Einarson 
retained his seat in the general election of 1969, when the 
New Democratic Party formed the majority government. 
He was re-elected in 1973, and in 1977, when the 
Progressive Conservatives under Sterling Lyon once 
again formed the government. 

When the Boundaries Commission realigned district 
boundaries in 1978, the E.D. of Rock Lake disappeared. 
Argyle was included in an enlarged E.D. of Turtle 
Mountain. In the general eiection of Nov. 17, 1981, the 
candidates for Turtle Mountain were the Hon. Brian 
Ransom of Boissevain, P.C.; Joan Johannson of 
Ninette, N.D.P.; and Bill Harrison of St. Lupicin, Ind. 

Brian Ransom carried Turtle Mountain for the 
Progressive Conservatives even though the New 
Democratic Party formed a majority government. 

FEDERAL POLITICS 

In 1952, all of Argyle was included in the federal riding 
of Lisgar. Once again, voters chose a Liberal, W.A. 
Pommer, a Manitou dentist, to represent them. 

However, in 1957, George Muir, a Roland farmer and 
former president of the Manitoba Conservative 
Association, shared in John Diefenbaker's surge to 
power, and was elected to represent Lisgar in the House 
of Commons. Despite changes in government, Mr. Muir 
held the seat for Lisgar in the general elections of 1958, 
1962, 1963, 1965, and 1968. 

After Mr. Muir's death in 1970, Jack Murta, P.e., a 
Graysville area farmer, was elected to the House. Lisgar 
has remained a part of the solid Conservative West, and 
Mr. Murta has held the seat for Lisgar in the subsequent 
elections of 1972, 1974, 1979, and 1980. 

100 YEARS OF PROGRESS 

As Argyle celebrates its centennial in 1982, today's 
descendants are reminded of the heritage of hard work 
and co-operation passed on to them by the pioneer 
settlers of the district. 

Imagine the reaction if the pioneer women could see 
the women of today with their dishwashers and 
microwaves, and if the pioneer men could see the farmers 
with their four wheel drive tractors and rotary combines 
combining 100 acres a day! 

The gathering oj the 1967 centennial parade at the old high school grounds. All the local organizations and each school district had a float in the 
parade. The whole municipality participated in celebrating both the Canadian centennial in 1967, and the Manitoba centennial in 1970. 
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ARGYLE 
Argyle was chosen as the name for the new 

municipality in honour of Sir John Douglas Southerland 
Campbell Lome, the ninth Duke of Argyle, who had 
married Princess Louise, the fourth daughter of Queen 
Victoria, and who served as Governor-General of 
Canada from 1878-83. 
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SURVEYOR'S MAPS AND REPORT 

REPORT 

The surface of this township (3-13) is rough or broken, 
particularly in the neighbourhood of the Lake (Rock 
Lake), which is situated about 300 feet below the level of 
the prairie, the ground sloping to it at an average of 
about half a mile from the water, the slope being broken 
by knolls and gulleys, and is particularly so on the slope 
of the southern side of the lake. In fact all the land 
between the lake and the correction line is rough. The soil 
on the south side of the lake is sandy on the tops of 
knolls, and in the valley more of a loamy nature. On the 
north side of the lake it is more generally of· a loamy 
nature. The water in the lake is fresh and as far as could 
be judged quite deep, though at the eastern end it gets 
shallow and loses itself in low marsh. The Pembina River 
flows eastward from the Lake running slow and crooked, 
it is about a chain and a half wide, and about four feet 
deep in summer. There is a large quantity of oak along 
the northern shore of the lake and poplar on the southern 
shore. There are also islands of oak and poplar extending 
back to the correction line as well as a large quantity in 
the northern part of the township. 

No mine or mineral was seen in the township. 
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This picture shows the oath sworn by the Beattys at the completion oj 
their survey oj the area. Note that the oath was witnessed in Ottawa in 
March oj 1873. 
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These photographs show the process by which the survey crews surveyed lakes. The picture on the lejt shows the survey fine on the east boundary oj 
section 16 which passes through the lake. The photograph on the right shows the notations made during the survey oj the lakeshore itself. 
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A map showing Canadian Pacific Railroad, Manitoba South West 
ColO1ization Railroad and Canadian North West Railroad lands jor 
sale in 1886. Note that most oj the railroad lands within the 1981 
boundaries oj Argyle had already been sold. 



BOUNDARIES OF THE 
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ARGYLE 

The boundaries of the Rural Municipality of Argyle 
have been changed seven times since 1881. The following 
outline of these changes are prepared by John Klaponski, 
technical planning officer in the Administration Branch 
of Municipal Affairs. The outline was tentatively 
completed in August of 1981. The outline consists of a 

, .. 13 IA 

",AP 
1/ 

S.M. 43 Victoria 1880, Cap. 1, Sec. LXIX No.3 - The Municipality of 
Lome shall comprise townships 4, 5 and 6 in ranges 9, 10, 11 and 12 
west. 

Assented to and in force, Feb. 14, 1880. 

R.S.M. 1880-81, Cap. 64, Sec. XCIII No.3 - shows no change in the 
above municipality. 

Sec. SXCIV NO.4 - The Municipality of Louise shall comprise town
ships 1, '2 and 3 in ranges 9 to 12 west. 
(Only twp. 3 in range 12 west and township 4 in range 12 west from the 
above lands are in the present Rural Municipality of Argyle.) 

S.M. 41 Victoria 3rd Session 1881, Cap. XIII enacts as follows: 

Sec. XI No. 32 - The Municipality of Derby shall comprise townships 1, 
2 and 3 in ranges 13, 14, 15 and 16 west. 

Sec. XII No. 33 - The Municipality of Argyle shall comprise townships 
4,5 and 6 in ranges 13, 14, 15 and 16 west. 

Assented to May 25,1881. 
In force after the election of councils under the said Act. 

I$" /'/0 " 

S.M. 46 and 47 Victoria 1883, Cap. 1, Sec. 33(3) - shows the 
Municipality of Argyle shall comprise townships 4,5 and 6 in ranges 13, 
14, 15 and 16 west and fractional township 3 in ranges 13 and 14 west 
lying north of Rock Lake and the Pembina River. 
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listing of the legislation, authorizing the demarkation of 
the Rural Municipality of Argyle boundaries and those of 
the neighbouring municipalities which would later 
become involved in the boundary revisions. It concludes 
with the description of the present boundaries of the 
Rural Municipality of Argyle. 

Assented to July 7, 1883. 
Proclaimed-Nov. 17, 1883 
Effective - Dec. 22, 1883 
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S.M. 47 Victoria 1884, Cap. II, - enacts as follows: 

Sec. 31 (1) - The Municipality of Louise shall comprise townships 1, 2 
and 3 in ranges 9 to 12 west both inclusive except the town of Pilot 
Mound. 

Sec. 31(2) - The Municipality of Derby shall comprise townships 1, 2 
and 3 in ranges 13, 14, 15 and 16 west excepting the fractions of 
township 3 in ranges 13 and 14 west lying north of Rock Lake and the 
Pembina River. 

Sec. 31(3) - The Municipality of Argyle shall comprise townships 4, 5 
and 6 in ranges 13, 14, 15 and 16 west and those fractions in township 3 
in ranges 13 and 14 west lying north of Rock Lake and the Pembina 
River. 

Sec. 31(4) - The Municipality of Lome shall comprise townships 4, 5 
and 6 in ranges 9, 10, 11 and 12 west. 

Assented to April 29, 1884 
Proclaimed - by Sec. 491 of said Act. 
Effective May 15, 1884. 

S.M. 49 Victoria 1886, Cap. 52, Sec. 24 shows no change to the above. 

Assented to May 28, 1886. 
Proclaimed Oct. 18, 1886. 
Effective - Nov. 15, 1886. 

S.M. 53 Victoria 1890, Cap. 55, Sec. 49 - shows Argyle to comprise all 
townships 3 and 4 lying north of Pembina River, Rock Lake and 
Pelican Lake in ranges 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 west and townships 5 and 6 
in ranges 13, 14 and 15 west and the fractional township 5 in range 16 
west lying northeast of Pelican Lake and township 6 in range 16 west. 
Act in force for purposes of elections effective Nov. 1, 1890 but not
withstanding the repeal of S.M. 49 Victoria 1886, Cap. 52, the 
municipalities as described in said Sec. 49 shall continue to exist until 
the new councils elected take office. 



Assented to March 31, 1890. 
In force for the holding of elections effective Nov. I, 1890 and for the 
boundaries when newly elected council. 
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S.M. 54 Victoria 1881, Cap. II, Sec. 8 - amends Sec. 49 of Cap. 55 S.M. 
53 Victoria 1890, by substituting the following lands. 

Secs. 18 to 21, secs. 27 to 34 and the north half of sections 16 and 17 
township 3, range 12 west; secs. 3 to II, 14 to 23, 25 to 36 and the west 
halves of sections 13 and 24 in township 4 in range 12 west; sections 13 
to 16, that part of section 17 north of Rock Lake and secs. 19 to 36 in 
township 3, 13 west, sections 19 to 36 in township 3, range 14 west; 
sections 23 to 28 and secs. 33 to 36 in township 3 range 15 west; and all 
of townships 4, 5 and 6 in ranges 13, 14 and 15 west except section 6-4-
15 west and those portions of townships 4 and 5 lying north and east of 
Pelican Lake and township 6 in range 16 west. 

Assented to April 18, 1891. 
Proclaimed on date of assent. 

R.S.M. 1891, Cap. 102, Sec. 16 - shows the municipality to comprise the 
above. 

S.M. 1 and 2 Edw. VII 1902, Cap. 34, Sec. 1 - corrects Sec. 16 of Cap. 
102 R.S.M. 1891 by the addition of the following exception - "and 
except that portion of section 7, township 4, range 15 west lying south 
and west of Pelican Lake." 

Assented to March I, 1902. 
In force on day assented to. 

R.S.M. 1902, Cap. 118, Sec. 15 - confirms above description. 
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S.M. 5 and 6 Ed. VII 1906, Cap. 60, Sec. 1 - deletes "section 23 to 28, 
sections 33 to 36 in township 3 range 15 west, all of townships 4, 5 and 6 
in ranges 13, 14, 15 west except section 6 in township 4 in range 15 and 
except section 7 in township 4 range 15 west lying south and west of 
Pelican Lake and including those portions of townships 4 and 5 lying 
north and east of Pelican Lake and township 6 in range 16 west" and 
inserts in lieu thereof "and all of townships 4, 5 and 6 in ranges 13 and 
14 west." 

Assented to and in force, March 16,1906. 
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S.M. 1911, Cap. 36, Sec. 1, repeals Sec. 15 oj Cap. 118 R.S.M. 1902-
and substitutes the following descriptions. 

Secs. 18 to 21,28 to 33, north halves of sections 16 and 17, the west half 
of section 34, and the southwest quarter of section 27 in township 3 in 
range 12 west; sections 3 to II, 14 to 23,25 to 36 and the west halves of 
sections 13 to 24 in township 4 in range 12 west; sections 13 to 16, that 
part of section 17 north of Rock Lake; sections 19 to 36 in township 3 in 
range 13 west, sections 19 to 36 in township 3, range 14 west and all of 
townships 4, 5 and 6 in ranges 13 and 14 west. 

Assented to March 24, 1911. 
Proclaimed - July 4, 1912. Effective on, from and after June 26, 1912. 
Manitoba Gazette July 6, 1912. 

R.S.M. 1954, Cap. 176, Sec. 98 - shows the above description for the 
R.M. of Argyle. 

S.M. 1964, Cap. 32, Sec. 1 - amends Sec. 98 of Cap. 176, R.S.M. 1954, 
by deleting "to 36 " in the eighth line thereof and substituting therefor 
"to 22", the west half and the northeast quarter of section 23 and 
sections 24 to 36. 
(Note: This refers to Section 23 Township 3 Range 14W.) 

Assented to March 12, 1964. 
In force on the day it received royal assent and in force on, from and 
after Jan. I, 1964. 

C.C.S.M. C.M250, Sec. 93 (no change). 

BOUNDARIES OF THE 
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ARGYLE 

AS OF SEPTEMBER, 1981 

The Rural Municipality of Argyle comprises the north 
halves of Sections 16 and 17, Sections 18 to 21 both 
inclusive, the southwest quarter of Section 27, Sections 
28 to 33 both inclusive and the west half of sections 34, in 
township 3, in range 12 west; Sections 3 to 11, both in
clusive, the west half of Section 13; Sections 14 to 23, 
both inclusive, the west half of Section 24 and Sections 25 
to 36, both inclusive, in Township 4, in range 12 west; 
Section 13 to 16 both inclusive, all that portion of Section 
17 which lies to the north of Rock Lake and the Sections 
19 to 36 both inclusive, in township 3, in range 13 west; 
section 19 to 22 both inclusive, the west half and the 
northeast quarter of Section 23 and Sections 24 to 36 
both inclusive, in township 3, in range 14 west and all of 
townships 4, 5, and 6 in ranges 13 to 14 all west of the 
principal meridian in Manitoba. 
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HOMESTEAD MAPS AND 
TOWNSHIP GENERAL REGISTER 

Research by:Madge Holder and Thorleifson Bros. 

The following list is a direct copy of the township 
general register kept in the Crown Lands Office. It is a 
record of the first legal sale of each of the quarter sec
tions within the present boundaries of Argyle 
Municipality. 

Originally, after the townships were surveyed, all the 
odd numbered sections were allocated to the railways, 
part section 8 and section 26 to the Hudson Bay Com
pany and other parcels of land to the schools and 
universities. Monies from the sale of these lands went 
directly to the Company, school district or university. 
The remainder of the land was sold directly by the 
government. 

The first listings below are the Federal and Provincial 
disposition categories and definitions which describe the 
conditions under which land was sold in Manitoba. The 
abbreviations for each type of sale are included with the 
definitions. These abbreviations are found along with 
each entry in the registry under the categories of either 
'sale of lease' or under 'name' under the column 
designated 'Disposal of under rights' there are two ab
breviations used: specifically 'P' referring to patent rights 
and 'C' referring to crown rights. 

The homestead map of each map preceeds each registry 
listing. As each entry was rpade in the registry, the name 
of the first owner was entered onto the appropriate 
quarter section on the map. Since the maps were 
disc6ntinued before some of the registry entries were 
made, not all registry information is included on the 
original maps. 

FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL DISPOSITIONS 
CATEGORIES AND DEFINITIONS 

(Issued by the Crown Lands Office 
on Sept. 25, 1916) 

FEDERAL COMMITMENTS 
I. Dominion Land (Federal) 

A.Manitoba Act Grants (M.A.G.) 
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This Act came into being to protect white 
settlers who had established themselves on 
unsurveyed land before Confederation. 

B. Hudson's Bay Company Grants and 
Notification Lists 

The Hudson's Bay Company Grants 
granted the right to claim Section 8 and S. half 
and N. W. 26 in every surveyed township after 
the Deed of Surrender in 1869. 

The Notification Lists were lists of lands 
that were granted to the Hudson's Bay 
Company. 

C. North West Mounted Police Grants (M.P., 
N.W.P.) (M.P.F.) 

On hundred sixty (160) acres granted to 
members of the Force after discharge. 

II. 

D. Military Land Warrants (Military Bounty 
Grants) (M.B.G.) 

One hundred sixty (160) acres granted to 
those who served during the Riel Rebellion 
and honourably discharged. 

E. Military Homesteads (Mil. H.) 
Homesteads of enlisted men serving in 

World War I. Entry prior to commencement 
of hostilities. Service time added to homestead 
time credit and homestead protected while in 
service. 

F. Half-Breed Scrip Grants (H.B.) 
Grants of two hundred forty (240) acres to 

each of the 10,000 half-breeds as per the 1870 
census. 

G.North-West Half-Breed Scrip Grants 
(N.W.H.B.) 

These land grants in 1900 were to settle 
claims not settled in the 1870 census claims by 
H.B. Scrip Grants. 

H.Homestead Grants (H.) 
Free Grant of one hundred sixty (160) acres 

except for $10.00 entry fee. 

I. Forest Tree Culture Grants (F.T.C.) 
Granted in lieu of a Homestead for tree 

growing, etc. 

J. Roman Catholic Mission Property Grants 
(R.C.M.P.) 

Lands transferred from Dominion to 
Roman Catholic Church who subdivided land 
in lots and sold them. No record here of 
patentee. 

K. South African Volunteer Homestead Grants 
(Boer War) (S.A.V.) (S.A.V.H.) 

One hundred sixty (160) acres Grants to 
veterans of the Boer War. 

L. Soldier Settlement Board Grants (W.W.I.) 
(S.G.) 

Grant to veterans of W. W. I. Usually under 
the jurisdiction of Soldier Settlement Board of 
Canada. 

Dominion Railway Land Grants 

A. The Canadian Pacifiic Railway Company 
(C.P.R.) 

These land grants were from the Land 
Grant from the Dominion to the Railway 
Company to facilitate the construction of the 
railway. 



III. 

SECTION 

16 

17 

B. The Canadian Northern Railway Company 

C. The Great Northern Railway Company 

D. The Manitoba South Eastern Railway 
Company 

E. The Manitoba South Western Colonization 
Railway Company 

These lands were a Dominion Grant to the 
Manitoba South Western Colonization 
Railway Company. 

F. The Manitoba and North Western Railway 
Company 

G.Hudson's Bay Railway 
Province acquired some of these lands out 

of the Company's land grant from the 
Dominion for non-payment of loan to the 
Great Northern Railway. 

Dominion Land Sales 

A. Pre-Emption Sales (PRE Sale) 
This was to the Homesteader (in good 

standing on his Homestead) for $3.00 an acre 
- $1.00 down at time of sale - adjacent and 
unclaimed. 

B. School Land Sales - Number 1 and 2 (S.L.S.) 
Sections 11 and 29 in each surveyed 

township - sale proceeds from these sections 
went to School Land Endowment Fund 

Number 1 - Securities guaranteed by 
Canada and monies from Sales to be invested 
in any of the Provinces. 

Number 2 - Sections 8 and 26 wherever 
undisposed of - monies from sales, etc., to be 
invested in securities in Manitoba. 

C. Dominion Land Sales (D. Sale from 1930 
thereon) (Prior to 1930, Sale) 

A cash sale or sale of land on time. 

D. Wood Lot Sales 
A 20 acre parcel to an individual for timber 

purposes. 

E. Manitoba University Grants (M.U.G.) 
Land granted to University for educational 

purposes by the Dominion. 

DATE OF 
SALE OF SALE OR 

PART LEASE ENTRY 

F. Other Various Dispositions 

G.Mining Lands Sale (M.L.S.) 
Sale to miner or prospector for that pur

pose. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITMENTS 

I. Provincial Land Sales and Grants 

A. Drainage Land Grants 
Wet swampy lands transferred by 

Dominion to Province in 1884. These wet 
lands were later named Swamp Lands in 1888. 
After the province carried out the requisite 
drainage they sold these lands and retained the 
revenue. 

B. Swamp Land Sales 
114,500 acres transferred to Province of 

Manitoba by P.C. Order 755 dated 21-4-84. 
These lands were disposed of under the 
Provisions of 'The Manitoba Public Lands 
Act' dated 7-7-83, up to and including 30-6-
87, and subsequently under the Provision of 
'The Provincial Lands Act' which came into 
force 1-7-87. (This act was subsequently 
repeated by 'The Crown Lands Act' of 29-3-
34.) 

C. Manitoba and North Western Railway 
Company Land Sales (M. & N.W.R.) 

The Province acquired 542,560 acres out of 
the Railways' Land Grant for unpaid loans. 
218,148 acres of this area was acquired in 
Manitoba and the balance in Saskatchewan. 

Approximate Total of Provincially Owned Lands 
Provincial Crown Lands were increased substantially 

in 1930, with the Transfer to the Province of all the 
uncliented Dominion Crown Lands. The Transfer also 
included lands under Dominion commitment, 
homesteads, sales, soldier grants, etc., which the 
Province was duty bound to honour as well as other 
commitments and reservations in the Natural Resources 
Agreement. 

1,298,777 acres in Manitoba 
324,000 acres in Saskatchewan 

(all patented) 
1,622,777 Total 

DATE OF 
SIZE IN PATENT DISPOSAL OF 
ACRES OR TRANSFER UNDER RIGHTS NAME 

T3R12W 

NE H 29-06-81 160 13-02-88 P William Butchart 
NW Swampland 160 O-in-C 07-06-88 P. of Manitoba 
NW Sale 25-07-00 160 T No.1014 C Mrs. Barb Legary 

(Swampland) 01-12-08 

NE H 25-06-79 160 21-07-85 P Robert S. Thompson 
NW CPR (Sale) 23-12-80 160 30-12-86 P William Walton 
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18 NE H 22-04-79 160 01-09-83 P John John Cummings 
NW Sale 02-10-82 165 01-09-83 P John John Cummings 
SE H 13-02-02 160 20-12-06 C William M. Webb 
SW H 28-05-88 165.59 23-04-94 P John Semster 

19 N 1/2 Sale 28-01-82 324.55 10-05-83 P Murdoch McQuarrie 
S 1/2 CPR (Sale) 02-08-80 324.79 30-07-88 P Margaret E. Ede 

20 NE Sale 07-02-85 160 24-04-85 P Richard M. Wilson 
NW H 06-05-79 160 08-05-85 P Richard M. Wilson 

SE Sale 06-11-85 160 30-11-85 P Robert S. Tompson 
N 1/20fSW H 19-06-84 80 02-03-89 P James Grieve 
S 1/20fSW Special 19-06-84 80 08-02-93 P James Grieve 

21 NE MSWCR 160 07-04-04 P Man. S.W. Col. Railway 
NW Sale 06-11-84 160 28-01-85 P John Wilson 
SE CPR 160 07-06-95 P C.P.R. Co. 
SW H 12-05-97 160 30-01-85 P John Wilson 

27 NE MSWCR 160 24-04-01 P Cuthbert Weaver 
W 1/2&SE MSWCR 480 07-04-04 P Man. South Western 

Colonization Railway Co. 
SW Renewalk 160 30-06-74 P Pembina Valley Wildlife 

Hog Permit 4741 Man. Reg. Management Area 
SW Misc. 77-01-01 Ducks Unlimited 

Lease No. 
2840-21 years 

28 NE S 04-11-82 160 28-09-83 P James Baird 

NW H 28-05-79 160 28-09-83 P James Baird 
S 112 S 20-07-88 320 24-04-90 P Margaret Allchin, Administratrix of the 

late 
James Henry Alichin 

29 NE SLS 12-06-00 160 22-12-09 C John W. Nelson 
NW SLS 27-01-93 160 24-02-97 P James Baird 
SE SLS 28-05-07 160 31-05-13 C Richard M. Wilson 

SW SLS 12-06-00 160 08-01-10 C Richard Milner Wilson 

30 NE Sale 02-02-84 160 06-03-84 William Galloway 
NW H 20-04-80 160 07-03-84 William Galloway 

SE H 20-11-80 160 14-04-84 George Walker 
SW Sale 07-02-84 164.25 10-04-84 George Walker 

31 NW H 18-11-98 160.95 26-03-02 C Alonza James Kenny 
NE CPR Sale 16-06-80 160 06-12-83 P James Baird 
S 1/2 CPR Sale 17-11-80 322.85 09-08-82 P C.E. Dobbs 

32 WI/2 S 10-05-82 320 13-12-83 P Jacob Nelson 
SE S 04-11-84 160 05-05-83 P John W. Nelson 
SW H 06-05-79 160 05-05-83 P John W. Nelson 

33 NW S 20-12-82 160 19-10-83 P David Bentley 

SW H 06-06-79 160 19-10-83 P David Bentley 

E 1/2 CPR Sale 17-11-80 320 11-06-86 P William Beech 

34 NW H 23-11-96 160 14-12-00 C Albert William Littlton Soare 
SW H 16-01-86 160 24-02-92 P William Henry Dennis 

T4 R12W 

NW Swampland 160 O-in-C07-06-88 Province of Manitoba 
NW S 20-02-99 160 T. No. 50406-11-06 C Robert Blackbam 
SW H 07-08-82 160 30-11-86 P Abram Dedrick 

E 1/2 CPR Sale 24-11-80 320 10-05-92 P John A. Adams 

W 1/2 Swampland 320 O-in-C 26-05-00 Province of Manitoba 
NW S 04-07-00 160 T. No. 98913-11-08 C William Herman Atkinson 
SW S 10-07-33 160 T.No.472205-1O-33 C John W. Nelson 

(Pilot Mound, Manitoba) 

NE H 08-03-88 160 29-09-88 P John Nelson 
NW H 02-07-80 160 02-10-88 P John Flanagan 

SE S 29-12-88 160 30-12-97 P John Wesley Nelson 
SW S 15-08-88 160 26-10-82 P John Flanagan 

NE CPR Sale 16-11-80 160 08-07-89 P Albert W. Roberts and James Boxall, 
admin. of Estate of W.T. Parrish 

NW H 21-09-98 160 12-11-01 C George Delbert Stevens 
E 1/20fSE CPR Sale 27-05-80 80 28-04-00 P Richard M. Wilson 
W 1/20fSE CPR Sale 27-05-80 80 13-09-82 P Alex. Bain 
SW CPR Sale 26-11-80 160 25-10-82 P Scottish Ontario and Manitoba Land Co. 

Ltd. 

NE H 14-07-80 160 05-04-86 P Andrew Gibson 
NW H 06-11-80 162.40 30-10-85 P William Albert Morden 
SE H 14-07-80 160 04-12-84 P Cornelius Baird 
SW H 25-09-82 160.80 22-09-86 P Philip Morden 

N 1/2 CPR Sale 13-05-80 322.60 08-08-82 P Malcolm C. 
SE H 09-11-00 160 25-10-01 C Andrew Gibson 
SW H 09-08-98 163 08-11-01 C James Doherty 

All Not'f'n 640 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

E 1/2 M.U.G. 07-03-89 320 16-05-98 P U. of Manitoba 
NW Sale 25-03-91 160 20-12-01 C James Henry Billington 
SW H 01-09-8 160 23-04-94 P James Henry Billington 
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10 NE H 17-10-89 160 10-11-98 P William Freedy 
N 1/20fNW H 22-04-84 80 07-01-90 P William Davis 
SI/20fNW S 10-01-90 80 22-03-90 P William Davis 
W 1/20fSW H 29-07-84 80 14-02-90 P Peter Stemler 
E1I2ofSW S 29-07-84 80 30-03-92 P Peter Stemler 
SE H 18-06-89 160 17-10-93 P Alexander Wallace Bonham 

II PtNE SLS 25-06-00 157.54 10-03-10 C James Laidlaw 
BalofNE Public Road 2.46 O-in-C 26-09-25 P. of Manitoba 
SE SLS 25-06-00 160 30-03-20 C James Charles Yule 
SW SLS 25-06-00 160 21-10-09 C Alex Murdoch et al 
NW SLS 04-04-51 160 Grant 2487 10-04-52 C Hubert Guilbert 

13 NE S 27-04-96 160 17-05-99 C John Sanders Moffat 
NW H 19-11-98 160 18-09-02 C William Henry Ferguson 
SE CPR 160 18-06-00 P C.P.R. Co. 
SW CPR Sale 28-12-80 160 25-10-82 P Scottish Ontario and Manitoba Land Co. 

14 NE H 28-03-84 160 07-02-90 P Archibald McAuloy 
NW H 26-12-82 160 16-02-87 P William A. Robinson 
SE S 17-12-89 160 05-02-90 P Archibald McAuloy 
SW H 18-06-89 160 06-11-00 P Thomas Wiqtman Richardson 

15 E 1/2 CPR Sale 13-05-80 320 08-08-82 P Malcolm C. Cameron 
W 1/2 Sale 25-01-82 320 16-12-82 P William R. Cardon 

16 NE H 08-08-81 160 30-11-86 P Thomas Fry 
NW H 20-07-88 160 21-11-92 P John Baird 
SE H 03-06-81 160 07-01-90 P Alex McQuarrie 
SW S 01-05-90 160 14-09-93 P Alex McQuarrie 

17 All CPR 07-05-80 640 28-01-82 Boyd Caldwell 

18 NE H 25-06-90 160 18-11-95 C Ernest Jacques 
NW H 19-09-87 161.90 21-07-91 P Thomas Andrew Anderson 
SE H 05-12-82 160 20-01-87 P James Baird 
SW H 23-02-94 162.23 22-08-98 C George Cuthbert 

19 N 1/2 Special 321.27 05-09-88 P Rev. Henry Stobart 
S 1/2 M.U.G 07-03-89 321.27 16-05-98 P U. of Manitoba 

20 NE H 21-05-80 160 30-11-86 P John Kilgour 
NW H 21-06-82 160 15-12-94 P George Stewert 
SE S 21-07-87 160 24-09-88 P John Kilgour 
SW H 18-09-93 160 26-10-00 C Louis Freedy 

21 All CPR 07-05-80 640 30-06-88 P Merchants Bank of Canada 

22 NE H 17-06-84 160 30-10-89 P William Craik 
NW H 28-12-83 160 21-04-93 P David Bentley 
SE CPR 15-11-86 160 10-02-88 P William Wardrnan 
SW H 21-05-80 160 03-07-85 P Richmond Miller 

23 N 1/2 Swampland 320 O-in-C 26-05-00 Pray. of Manitoba 
NE Sale 26-03-10 160 15-03-12 C Albert T. Havley 
PtNW Roadway 6.11 21-10-12 C Municipality of Argyle 
BalNW Sale 15-10-09 157.59 07-01-46 C Philius Toutant (Admin. of 

John Toutant) 
SW CPR 160 22-09-94 P Can. Pacific Railway Co. 
SE Sale 23-04-79 160 04-12-79 P Alan Joseph Adamson 

24 N 1/20fNE S 11-10-90 80 26-11-90 C Arthur Larrivee 
S 1/20fNE S 11-10-90 80 26-11-90 C Octave Larrivee 
NW H 01-12-93 160 29-09-99 C Frederic Benoit 
SW H 11-05-87 160 21-04-93 P Joseph Gordon 
SW H 07-10-98 160 19-03-02 C John Henry Fidler 

25 NW S 23-11-80 160 28-04-97 P Thomas DeV.W. Detolor 
NE CPR Sale 23-11-80 72 28-04-97 P Thomas DeV.W. Detolor 
West of Lake 
BalNW Lake 
SE S 15-11-98. 112 05-03-01 C Exide Landry 
BaiSE Lake 
SW H 31-01-98 160 26-08-03 C Calixte Landry 

26 NE H 02-01-84 160 03-07-89 P R. Blackburn, Executor of Archibald 
Sinclair McLaren 

S 1/2&NW Not 'f'n 480 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

27 NE H 16-08-98 160 01-04-02 C John Thomas Flanagan 
NW H 01-11-98 160 27-02-02 C Auguste Morin 
S 1/2 CPR Sale 22-10-80 320 05-04-84 P William Neilson 

28 NE H 27-06-93 160 24-01-98 C Susan Saunders, Per Rep. of Guilbert 
Saunders 

NW H 23-08-82 160 21-04-87 P William F. Cressard 
SE H 08-02-87 160 21-04-93 P James Wright 
SW H 17-03-92 160 30-10-95 C William H. Cressard 

29 NE S 25-10-12 160 27-10-19 C Calixte Landry 
NW S 28-05-07 160 20-06-21 C Leslie Todd 
SE SL Sale 28-05-07 160 25-07-16 C William Apperley 
SW SL Sale 28-05-07 160 20-06-21 C Leslie Todd 

30 E 1/2 CPR Sale 24-01-84 320 23-06-85 P David MacKay 
NW S 13-11-86 160.67 27-08-87 P William E. Tisdale 
SW H 20-05-82 160.67 30-11-86 P William E. Tisdale 
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31 All CPR 07-05'80 640_52 30-06-88 P Merchants Bank of Canada 

32 NE H 29-04-82 160 29-09-87 P William Apperley 
NW H 08-06-88 160 23-04-96 P Joseph Jacques 
SE H 26-06-82 160 28-09-87 P George Logan 
SW H 18-01-88 160 24-09-92 P Isaac E. Teeling 

33 All CPR Sale 07-05-80 640 28-01-82 P Boyd Caldwell 

34 NE (E 112) H 13-06-84 80 01-02-89 P Gabriel Reed 
NE(W 1/2) S 31-01-89 80 16-03-89 P Gabriel Reed 
NW H 13-03-85 160 04-03-92 P John Elson 
SE H 14-02-96 160 30-06-99 C Donat Genereux 
SW H 01-06-87 160 31-10-90 P William Wardman 

35 All CPR Sale 07-05-80 640 28-01-82 P Boyd Caldwell 

T3 R13W 

13 E 1/2 S 23-03-85 320 15-05-85 P John Laughlin 
NW S 09-04-79 160 30-12-79 P Wm_ W. Ogilvie and John Ogilvie 
SW S 07-11-78 160 29-05-79 P Anne Walsh 

14 NE S 09-04-79 160 30-12-79 P Wm. W. Ogilvie and John Ogilvie 
SE S 07-11-78 160 29-05-79 P Anne Walsh 
WI/2 Sale 09-04-79 320 05-12-79 P William W. Ogilvie 

15 NE H 14-10-78 160 25-04-83 P Thomas C. Walsh 
NW H 22-10-78 160 19-10-83 P Blashill Dunn 
PtSE Sale 07-11-78 127.08 30-05-79 P James Walsh 
PtSW CPR 07-01-80 80.90 28-10-81 P James Walsh 

16 NE H 22-10-78 157.20 13-07-85 P Randall Dunn 
NW H 14-10-78 110.58 20-07-82 P Robert T. Walsh 
SE S 12-04-94 14.63 06-05-97 C Arthur Burnet 

17 N 1/2 S 07-11-78 115.03 30-05-79 P James Walsh 
SW Not in Argyle 

19 Divided into 12 lots, (Michael Little - 20 ac 5-4-80, Pat, Francis A. Schultz -10 acres 5-3-04 Crown, George H. Brinkworth, 50 acres, 17-04-35 Crown, Joseph Isaac Crayston, 20 acres, 19-03-
01, Crown, John Bell 1891, John Wolley Bellhouse, 1891, Francis Albert Schultz, 1901, Royden Schultz, 1901, William Schultz, 1901, Amelia Crayston, 1878, James Walsh, 1878. 

20 E 1/2 S 08-09-81 320 15-02-82 P AndrewN. Walsh 
W 1/2 S 10-06-82 320 27-11-82 P James Walsh 

21 NE CPR Sale 24-12-81 160 30-10-89 P Peter Butchart 
NW S 26-11-78 160 30-05-79 P Amelia Crayston 
SE S 18-08-85 160 23-10-85 P Randall Dunn 
SW S 19-04-82 160 . 20-07-82 P Robert T. Walsh 

22 NE H 23-09-80 160 21-07-85 P Harry Elsey 
NW S 09-03-86 160 12-04-86 P Harry Elsey 
SE S 21-03-82 160 26-04-83 P Thomas C. Walsh 
SW S 24-01-83 160 19-10-83 P B1ashell Dunn 

23 E 1/2 S 09-04-79 320 06-12-79 P John Ogilvie 
WI/2 S 09-04-79 320 05-12-79 P William W. Ogilvie 

24 NE H 22-04-79 160 03-09-83 P Daniel McMullen 
SE S 30-05-82 160 03-09-83 P Daniel McMullen 
WI/2 S 09-04-79 320 06-12-79 P John Ogilvie 

25 E 1/2 CPR Sale 01-10-79 320 09-08-87 P Isaac Carling 
NW H 14-05-79 160 19-12-83 P John Gray 
SW Sale 22-05-83 160 30-11-83 P John Gray 

26 NE H 22-10-80 160 12-02-85 P Harry Brading 
SI/2&NW Not 'f'n 480 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

27 NE CPR Sale 23-12-80 160 15-05-96 C Estella Lawrence 
SE CPR Sale 11-01-81 160 03-05-88 P Christopher G. Lawrence 
W 1/2 S 26-08-80 320 31-10-81 P David Millar 

28 NE S 19-12-82 160 19-10-83 P Michail Little 
NW H 29-03-79 160 19-10-83 P Michel Little 
SE S 15-02-84 160 07-04-84 P Thomas Feely 
SW H 29-03-79 160 07-04-84 P Thomas Feely 

29 NE S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 25-11-09 C George Graham 
PtNW S.L. Sale 06-10-08 0.09 29-09-09 C C.N.R. Co. 
BalNW S.L. Sale 28-05-07 159.91 20-03-19 C Joseph 1. Crayston 
SE S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 31-07-12 C Joseph 1. Crayston 
PtSW S.L. Sale 06-10-08 5.92 29-09-09 C CNRCo. 
BalSW S.L. Sale 28-05-07 154.08 20-03-19 C Joseph 1. Crayston 

30 NE H 22-02-88 160 29-09-93 P Malcolm Rankin 
W 1/20fNW Special 83.11 20-07-91 C William John Welsh 
E 1/20fNW Special Sale 23-05-93 82.12 01-08-93 C Stephen G. Wigle 
SE H 04-05-86 160 31-10-90 P Dugald Rankin 
SW H 21-05-95 164.53 11-03-02 C Edmond Crayston 

31 N 1/2 CPR Sale 15-05-80 323.66 10-04-90 P Richard Greenway 
SE CPR Sale 20-09-79 160 18-07-89 P Thomas A. Wade 
SW H 28-12-98 163.94 04-07-02 C John E. Brinkworth 
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32 NE H 14-08-97 160 29-05-01 C Benjamin Smiley Dixon 
NW S 25-03-90 160 18-06-90 C Isaac Nelson Preston 
W1I2ofSE Special 15-02-90 80 07-05-90 C Albert E_ Cresswell 
E 1/20fSE H 17-08-00 80 14-11-03 C Thomas L. Lawrence 
SW H 19-06-80 160 29-10-88 P William Little 

33 SE Sale 30-01-83 160 19-10-83 P Robert McKnight 
SW H 09-04-79 160 19-10-83 P Robert McKnight 
N 112 S 30-07-79 291 14-05-80 P Andrew Laughlin 
Ba1N_1/2 (Water) 

34 NE S 27-11-86 160 26-03-87 P George Lawrence 
NW S 17-03-81 160 02-02-82 P Andrew Laughlin 
SE H 16-04-79 160 07-07-86 P George Lawrence 
SW M.B.G. 17-03-81 160 28-02-82 P Andrew Laughlin 

35 NE M.S.W.C.R. 160 31-08-08 P Manitoba South Western Colonization 
Railway Company 

NW Sale 13-02-83 160 12-10-83 P Noble Lawrence 
SE M.B.G. 16-06-79 160 06-03-80 P Robert S. Thompson 
SW H 17-04-79 160 12-10-83 P Noble Lawrence 

36 NE H 31-03-91 160 09-09-95 C Jacob J. Elsey 
NW H 26-12-99 160 11-09-03 C William Lawrence 
SE H 04-06-81 160 31-10-90 P Henry Elsey 
SW M.B.G. 16-06-79 160 06-03-80 P Robert S. Thompson 

T4 R13W 

NE CPR Sale 26-06-80 160 16-08-01 P John A. Mackenzie 
NW CPR Sale 26-06-80 160 16-08-01 P James Flintoft 
SE CPR Sale 14-05-80 160 30-08-86 P Samuel H. Phippen, Donald Graham, 

Uriah E. Thompson, Thomas S. Carman 
SW CPR Sale 26-06-80 160 29-06-99 P Thomas Kenry 

NE H 22-11-81 160 06-07-86 P Thomas Lawrence 
NW H 22-11-81 160 01-05-86 P William Lawrence 
SE Sale 22-01-86 160 06-07-86 P Thomas Lawrence 
SW H 07-05-88 160 15-07-92 P Samuel Jeremiah King 

NE S 30-07-91 160 21-04-93 C Ernest T. Fox 
NW M.S.W.C.R. 160 02-11-04 P Manitoba South Western Consolidated 

Railway Co. 
SE M.S.W.C.R. 160 29-03-06 P Manitoba South Western Consolidated 

Railway Co. 
SW M.S.W.C.R. 160 16-01-04 P George H. Landerken 

4 NE H 20-04-80 160 09-06-83 P Arthur Wm. Fisher 
NW S 01-05-83 160 09-06-83 P Arthur Wm. Fisher 
S 1/2 H 23-06-90 98.6 19-07-95 C Alexander Brown 

All that portion not covered by any of the waters of two certain surveyed lakes. 
Bal1/2 Lake 

NE H 05-10-98 160 21-01-02 C Samuel Hugh Bell 
NW H 03-07-02 160 30-09-08 C Edward Heaver 
SW H 03-11-98 160 11-03-02 C Herbert Heave.r 
SE H 23-04-02 116.75 25-03-11 C Edward Cecil Montague 
BaiSE Lake 

6 NE H 20-08-90 160 12-02-94 C Donald A. Ross 
NW Sale 30-06-79 163.08 20-03-80 P Rhoda Montague 
SE H 08-05-82 160 06-08-86 P Scott Huston 
SW S 30-06-79 163.37 20-03-80 P Amelia Crayston 

E 112 CPR Sale 22-10-80 320 16-01-03 P Mary C. McEwan 
W 112 CPR Sale 13-07-80 325.23 21-07-83 P John D. Laidlaw 

All Not Tn 640 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

NE Sale 14-06-99 160 19-08-10 C Alexander Brown 
NW H 09-08-98 160 12-11-01 C Alfred Leslie 
SE H 09-08-98 ·160 31-10-01 C George Henry Landerken 
SW H 19-08-98 160 12-11-01 C John Landerken 

10 E 1I2ofNW Swampland 80 O-in C 
07-12-91 Province of Manitoba 

PtE1/20fNW Swampland .46 27-11-05 C Canadian Northern Railway Co . 
BalE. 1/2 
ofNW S 18-07-01 79.54 Swamp 20-11-08 C William Lawrence 
W 1/20fNW H 19-02-09 80 09-09-18 C John Collins 
NE H 20-06-91 160 30-11-96 C Roger Brown 
SE H 13-04-82 160 02-10-88 P William Gray 
SW H 19-03-89 160 02-07-92 P Alfred Percival 

11 NE S.L. Sale 28-05-07 160 27-01-21 C Ivan Schultz 
SE S.L. Sale 28-05-07 160 13-02-19 C Bruce Frazer 
SW S.L. Sale 28-05-07 160 12-06-17 C Robert A. Ballantine 
NW S.L. Sale 28-05-07 160 27-01-21 C Soldier Settlement Board of Canada 

12 NE&SW Swampland 320 O-in 07-06-88 C Province of Manitoba 

NE S 18-10-02 160 20-05-09 C William Arnold and John M. Frazer 
SW S 20-01-02 160 20-05-09 C William Arnold and John M. Frazer 
NW H 20-06-82 160 20-08-86 P Alexander McMillan 
SE H 05-10-82 160 07-02-87 P Jane Farquhar et al 
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13 NE CPR Sale 26-06-80 160 29-07-96 P William Storey 
NW CPR Sale 23-11-80 160 05-05-87 P Ambros Krausmann 
S 1/2 CPR Sale 13-05-80 320 08-08-82 P Malcolm C. Cameron 

14 NE H 17-01-84 160 09-02-88 P Christopher G. Lawrance 
NW H 14-02-87 160 04-09-91 P George Sexsmith 

SE H 11-09-86 160 16-01-90 P George Sexsmith 
SW H 19-07-88 160 09-06-98 P Mark Sexsmith 

15 NW CPR Sale 26-11-80 160 24-01-88 P William Henry Williams 
E 1/2&SW CPR Sale 14-05-80 480 30-08-86 P Samuel H. Phippen, Donald Graham, 

Uriah E. Thompson, Thomas S. Carman 

16 NE H 27-05-81 160 21-07-85 P James McNab 
NW S 24-07-85 160 21-11-85 P James McNab 

SE H 04-07-84 160 21-03-92 P Joseph Stevens 
SW H 22-09-90 160 28-12-98 C William Gray Houston 

17 SE CPR Sale 17-06-80 160 16-05-82 P James P. Woods 

W 1/2 CPR Sale 13-05-80 320 08-08-82 P Malcolm P. Cameron 
NE H 14-05-15 160 30-11-20 C Joseph Trottier 

MariapoJis, Man. 

18 NE H 24-10-81 160 01-05-85 P James McClellan 

NW H 24-06-80 161.86 10-08-87 P John Flavel Maevey 

SE S 30-12-84 160 01-05-85 P James McClellan 

SW S 07-05-82 162.15 10-08-87 P John Flavel Maevey 

19 _ E 1/2 CPR Sale 22-10-80 320 05-04-84 P William Nelson 

W 1/2 CPR Sale 13-05-80 322 08-08-82 P Malcolm Cameron 

20 NE H 05-12-82 160 19-04-86 P Samuel Kerneghan 
NW H 27-05-84 160 02-10-88 P Alonzo Monkman 
SE H 10-03-85 160 06-08-92 P John McKnight, admin. of late James 

McKnight 
SW H 29-11-84 160 03-06-95 P Jesse James Monkman 

21 NE S 13-04-98 160 15-02-02 C Benjamin Gerolamy 

NW CPR Sale 30-06-80 160 04-07-90 P Louis Monkman 
SE H 04-06-98 160 31-10-01 C Thomas John Craig 
SW S 01-04-99 160 14-01-05 C William Gray Houston 

22 N 1/20fNE H 26-01-84 80 31-10-90 P William Arnold 
S 1/20fNE S 09-02-91 80 14-03-91 P William Arnold 

NW H 25-09-82 160 26-04-88 P Benjamin Gerolamy 
SE H 10-06-80 160 04-07-92 P John Cairns 

SW S 01-05-88 160 22-05-88 P Benjamin Gerolamy 

23 NE H 29-06-98 160 18-03-02 C Wm. James Tisdale 
NW H 19-05-02 160 15-11-04 C James Boardman Craig 
SE H 28-05-98 160 21-06-04 C Charles Tisdale 
SW H 26-05-98 160 02-09-02 C Elizabeth Tisdale 

24 NE H 06-06-93 160 24-08-97 C Alexander William Craik 
NW H 30-01-83 160 27-01-87 P Michael Little 
SE H 05-03-84 160 28-02-88 P Noble Lawrence 
SW S 10-12-02 160 13-11-11 C Province of Manitoba to Richard Jackson 

Foster 

25 All CPR Sale 07-05-80 640 30-01-82 P Boyd Caldwell 

26 NE H 10-07-82 160 30-18-85 P William Dungey 

WI/2&SE 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

27 NE H 03-02-98 160 06-07-01 P Malcolm Schenk 

W 1/2 CPR Sale 27-03-01 P C.P.R. Co. 

SE H 02-12-97 160 08-10-01 C Mary Jane Forbes 

28 NE H 07-07-82 160 29-05-86 P Mrs. Elizabeth Craig 

E 1/20fNW H 25-04-84 80 24-02-93 P James B. Craig 

W 1/20fNW S 09-02-91 80 13-03-91 P James B. Craig 

SE H 24-08-87 160 04-07-92 P Sarah Chalmers 

SW S 24-08-87 160 11-10-92 P Sarah Chalmers 

29 NE S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 03-03-04 C Francis Stanley Schultz 

SE S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 25-04-04 C Nelson Bradford Ramage 

SW S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 25-04-04 C Nelson Bradford Ramage 

01-04-30 160 C Stan and Walter Paddock, Cancelled 

NW S.L. Sale 04-04-51 160 14-08-51 Joseph Trottier 
Mariapolis, Man. 

30 NE H 15-04-81 160 27-05-85 P John Livingstone 
NW S 03-03-85 160.74 27-05-85 P John Livingstone 
SE H 16-04-81 160 30-05-85 P William R. Babington 
SW S 03-03-85 161.02 30-05-85 P William R. Babington 

31 All CPR Sale 07-05-80 640 30-04-83 P Robert H. Shanks 

32 NE H 01-10-81 160 27-05-85 P Jesse Monkman 
NW S 14-02-85 160 30-05-85 P Thomas M. Babington 
SE S 28-02-85 160 27-05-85 P Jesse Monkman 
SW H 14-04-81 160 30-05-85 P Thomas M. Babington 

33 All CPR Sale 07-05-80 640 30-04-83 P Roberl H. Shanks 
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34 NE S 23-03-86 160 19-10-86 P Parker Follis 
S 1120fNW H 16-02-84 80 10-02-88 P Thomas William Follis 
N 1120fNW S 24-01-88 80 26-03-88 P Thomas William Follis 
SE H 08-07-82 160 28-10-85 P Parker Follis 
SW H 23-03-86 160 24-03-97 P James Ed Follis 

35 All CPR Sale 07-05-80 640 30-04-83 P Robert H. Shanks 

36 NE H 20-05-82 160 18-07-85 P Nelson Bradford Ramage 
NW S 13-07-87 160 08-01-90 P George Mills Johnson 
SE S 05-01-88 160 14-12-97 P Samuel Roeve 
SW H 20-05-82 160 20-11-85 P Samuel Roeve 

TS R13W 

NE S 22-09-98 160 14-07-04 C Joseph Desrochers 
NW CPR Sale 15-05-80 160 27-03-89 P Flora Jane Cochrane 
SW CPR Sale 15-05-80 160 27-03-89 P Flora Jane Cochrane 
SE H 28-05-98 160 28-10-01 C Vila Desrochers 

NE H 19-05-82 160 11-01-86 P John S. Robertson 
NW H 16-07-81 160 30-07-85 P Samuel Wilson 
SE H 19-09-87 160 31-12-90 P George M. Johnson 
SW H 04-05-82 160 01-09-86 P Henry Hammond 

NE H 08-08-98 160 21-01-02 C John Fletcher Bell 
SE H 08-08-98 160 16-01-02 C James Shield Bell 
W 112 CPR Sale 13-05-80 320 10-07-91 P Murdo Young McLean 

NE 2ndH 20-07-98 160 31-08-03 C Ervin Stratford 
NW H 29-04-82 160 25-02-87 P Ervin Stratford 
SE S 27-12-87 160 06-03-91 P walter Scott Jackson 
SW H 09-05-82 160 03-08-86 P Walter Scott Jackson 

All CPR Sale 13-05-80 640 08-08-82 P Malcolm C. Cameron 

6 NE H 15-05-80 160 07-03-85 P James Wilson 
NW S 08-06-88 159.55 10-02-90 P William B. Robertson 
SE S 31-01-85 160 24-02-85 P James Wilson 
SW H 19-05-82 159.85 11-09-86 P William B. Robertson 

All CPR Sale 13-05-80 637.96 30-08-83 P John N. Travers 

All Not 'f'n 640 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

NE CPR Sale 05-05-80 160 31-10-85 P James G. Harvey 
NW CPR Sale 15-05-80 160 27-03-89 P Flora Jane Cochrane 
SE CPR Sale 13-05-80 160 20-07-88 P Ervin Stratford 
SW CPR Sale 13-05-80 160 30-12-98 P George F. Stratford 

10 NE H 08-04-81 160 15-09-85 P Christoher J. Creamer 
NW H 15-05-80 160 27-08-85 P Samuel Dowdall 
SE S 25-08-85 160 28-10-85 P Christopher J.1. Creamer 
SW H 22-01-84 160 27-07-87 P John L. Hammond 

11 SE S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 26-02-09 C William B. Cornock 
SW S.L. Sale 04-06-07 160 22-07-19 C William B. Cornock 
NW S.L. Sale 04-06-07 160 25-06-15 C Samuel Dowdle 
PtNE S.L. Sale 04-06-07 157.45 30-08-49 C Thomas W. Smeaton, assigned to Edwin 

Hudson Stone 
BaiNE Public Roads 2.55 Plan No. 457 - 1.48 acres 

Plan No. 458 - 1.07 acres 

12 NW H 22-06-82 160 28-10-86 P Charles Morse 
NE H 14-05-80 160 17-04-85 P David McManus 
SE S 02-02-85 160 17-04-85 P David McManus 
SW H 26-07-82 160 28-10-85 P William R. Lewis 

13 All 13-05-80 640 08-08-82 P Malcolm C. Cameron 

14 NE S 25-03-85 160 29-07-85 P Neil McKillop 
NW H 16-04-81 160 28-10-86 P William O. Wilson 
SE H 17-05-80 160 27-07-85 P Neil McKillop 
S 1120fSW H 09-10-84 80 23-02-89 P Henry Goodman 
N1120fSW S 12-02-89 80 12-04-89 P Henry Goodman 

15 E 112 Time Sale 13-05-80 320 06-05-86 P John C. Gilroy 
W 112 CPR Sale 13-05-80 320 17-07-82 P George C. Pay 

16 NE S 03-08-95 160 16-07-87 P John Playfair 
NW S 16-11-84 160 17-02-85 P Andrew W. Playfair 
SE H 05-05-80 160 20-10-85 P John Playfair 
SW H 05-05-80 160 16-02-85 P Andrew W. Playfair 

17 E 112 Time Sale 13-05-80 320 21-11-88 P John M. Fraser and William A. Donald 
NW S 13-05-80 160 26-10-92 P George W. Creamer 
SW S 13-05-80 160 03-10-99 P George W. Creamer 

18 NE H 05-05-80 160 20-03-88 P Alben E. Cramer 
NW S 04-06-88 158.32 06-05-89 P Malcolm W. Rankin 
SE S 22-02-88 160 10-04-88 P Alben E. Cramer 
SW H 17-09-81 158.48 25-05-87 P Malcolm W. Rankin 

19 All S 15-05-80 635.04 19-01-99 P Ellie Landerkin 

20 NE S 03-12-84 160 15-05-85 P George Washington Cramer 
SE H OS-05-80 160 15-05-85 P George Washington Cramer 
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NW S 22-09-85 160 21-11-85 P George Washington Cramer 
SW H 15-05-80 160 16-10-85 P George Washington Cramer 

21 NE H 29-09-98 160 18-02-02 C John Lome Playfair 

NW H 29-09-98 160 10-01-02 C George Mitchell Playfair 
S 1/2 S 14-05-80 320 16-04-89 P Ann Forde 

22 NE H 09-06-85 160 15-04-93 P Andrew William Playfair 

W 1/2 S 18-06-83 320 17-07-83 P Daniel C. Alquire 

SE H 12-05-85 160 13-12-94 P John B. Playfair 

23 NW H 28-03-99 160 11-09-02 C James Shiells Conibear 
E 1/2 S 15-05-80 320 01-05-88 P Alice M. Wyatt 

SW S 16-08-98 160 26-11-01 C Andrew William Playfair 

24 NE H 20-05-97 160 19-12-00 C Herbert Cunningham 
NW H 23-10-96 160 03-04-00 C Edward Arthur Badnall 

SE H 24-10-88 160 15-04-93 P Oswald Cynric Kyffin Lodge 

SW H 07-08-80 160 01-06-85 P Wolpole Murdoch 

25 S 1/2 S 15-07-80 320 02-05-83 P Philip Erbach 

N 1/2 S 15-07-80 320 23-05-88 P William Cooper 

26 All Not 'f'n 640 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

27 S 1/2 S 13-05-80 320 16-08-01 P Harry Stikeman 
NW S 21-07-98 160 07-02-02 C Gudjon Jonsson 

NE H 27-08-98 160 27-03-02 C Bjorn Gunnlaugson 

28 NE S 15-01-86 160 30·08-87 P James Ryder 
W 1/20fNW S 26-03-91 80 20-04-91 C William S. Taylor 
E 1/20fNW 2nd H 09-12-99 80 14-03-05 C Brynjolfur Gunnlaugson 

SE H 19-05-82 160 06-10-85 P James Ryder 

SW H 08-07-84 160 22-05-88 P Franklin Siver 

29 NW S 25-10-12 160 02-12-20 C Albert Edward Cramer 
NE S.L. Sale 04-04-51 160 13-01-61 Gladys Mildred Creamer 

SE S.L. Sale 04-04-51 160 13-01-61 (adm.) Estate of 
SW S.L. Sale 04-04-51 160 13-01-66 Wilfred Playfair Cramer 

30 NE H 26-11-92 160 11-08-96 C Jacob Heigason 
NW H 24-10-89 156.11 16-01-94 P Bjorn Bjornson 

SE 2ndH 15-10-00 160 09-02-06 C Hosea Josephson 
W 1/20fSW S 10-01-90 78.28 11-04-90 C Bjorn Josephson 
S 1/20fSW 2ndH 15-10-00 78.285 15-07-04 C Joseph Bjornson 

31 NW CPR Grant 155.28 09-05-00 P Hjortur Sigurdson 
SI/2 CPR 315.68 27-03-01 P C.P.R. Co. 
EI/2 CPR Grant 160 08-11-98 P Sigmundur Bardarson 

32 NE H 10·07-89 158.92 30-10-93 P George Henry Arnold 
NW H 20-12-86 159.60 31-07-96 P Albert Arnold 
SE H 04-09-84 160 31-12-91 P Edwin Jones 
SW H 08-04-93 160 12-10-96 C Andrjes Helgason 

33 All CPR 609.44 27-03-01 P C.P.R. Co. 
Bal Sec. Lake 

34 NE H 13-11-85 160 21-10-90 P Paul Goold 
NW H 12-09-87 108.70 24-10-91 P Gaunlunger Bjornson 
BalNW Lake 
SE H 08-11-87 160 20-07-91 P Gudjon J onssen 
SW H 12-09-87 151.15 24-07-91 P Sveinn Bjergolfsson 
BalSW Lake 

35 NW H 07-11-01 160 08-05-05 C John Ruth 
NE S 24-07-80 160 29-01-83 P Scottish Ontario and Manitoba Land Co. 

Ltd. 
SE S 19·06-80 160 17-09-89 P Thomas Kenny 
SW S 19-06-80 160 04-07-02 P Thorsteinn Jonsson 

36 NE H 05-04-84 160 30-10-88 P Sigtryggur Stephans on 
NW H 16-01-84 160 30-10-88 P Sigurbjorn Arnason 
SE H 22-12-86 160 01-10-92 P John Halldorsson 
SW H 05-04-84 160 15-02-90 P Triggvi Frederickson 

T6 R13W 

N 1/2 CPR Sale 15-05-80 320 19-05-82 P Richard H. Kirkpatrick 
S 1/2 CPR Grant 320 07-01-98 P C.P.R. Co. 

NE S 20-09-92 160 04-02-93 P Lafayette Hays 
NW H 21-11-82 160 06-08-89 P Harvey Hayes 
SE H 20-09-82 160 30-10-88 P Einar Johnsson 
SW H 23-03-86 160 16-01-90 P Gudmundur Rut 

S 1/2&NW CPR Grant 480 09-06-94 P C.P.R. Co. 
NE CPR Sale 15-05-80 160 25-08-98 P Harvey Hayes 

4 NE H 17-05-82 160 01-05-86 P Gudmundur Simonarson 
NW H 06-01-86 160 16-09-90 P John Frederickson 
SE H 27-07-82 160 03-03-81 P Fridfinnur Jonsson 
SW H 27-07-82 160 11-01-88 P Pall Fredfinnson 

N 1/2 CPR 320 23-04-95 P C.P.R. Co. 
SE CPR Sale 15-05-80 160 21-06-89 P William S. Broughton 
SW CPR Sale 15-05-80 160 09-11-93 P James S. Broughton 
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NE H 16-01-84 160 13-02-89 P Asmundur Asmundsson 
NW H 19-05-84 154.93 13-02-89 P William T. Frederickson 
SE H 01-03-88 160 11-05-97 P Sigmundur Bardarsson 
SW H 08-11-87 155.03 27-10-93 P Stephen Stephenson 

All S 15-05-80 627.76 29-01-83 P Scottish Ontario and Manitoba Land Co. 
Ltd. 

All n'f'n 640 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

N 1/2 CPR Sale 15-05-80 320 19-05-82 P Richard H. Kirkpatrick 
S 112 CPR Sale 15-05-80 320 16-05-82 P Margaret Ann King 

10 NE H 26-08-80 160 21-01-87 P John A. Murdoch 
NW H 24-10-81 160 31-10-87 P Gundy Landy 
SE 2ndH 10-04-96 160 28-11-00 C Frank Murdoch 
SW H 02-07-85 160 01-02-93 P Lafayette Hayes 

II NE S.L. Sale 22-02-93 160 P Gudmundur Nordmann 
NW S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 C Skuli and Haldor Amason 
SE S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 C Bjorn Bjornson 
PtSW S.L. Sale 25-06-00 2 C School District of 8ru No. 368 
BalSW S.L. Sale 25-06-00 158 C John Landy 

12 NE H 07-08-82 160 30-10-89 P J on Magnusson 
NW H 27-11-80 160 29-10-84 P Gudmundur Nordmann 
SE H 26-07-87 160 08-07-91 P Pall Amason 
SW H 16-01-84 160 30-10-89 P Bjorn Bjornson 

13 NE CPR Grant 160 01-05-91 P Napoiean Bernardin 
SE CPR Grant 160 04-02-90 P Jon Magnusson 
SW CPR Grant 160 28-02-91 P Haraldur Olson 
NW CPR Grant 160 31-10-94 P Jonas Heigason 

14 NE H 16-01-84 160 15-09-88 P Hannes Sigurdsson 
NW H 27-11-80 160 31-10-85 P Thorsteinn Jonsson 
SE H 27-11-80 160 30-10-84 P Skuli Amason 
SW H 24-10-80 160 30-10-84 P Halldor Amason 

15 S 112 CPR Sale 30-07-80 320 12-01-98 P Silas P. Eines 
N 112 CPR Sale 30-07-80 320 12-01-98 P Skapti Amason 

16 NE H 19-09-82 160 12-07-86 P John Olafsson 
NW H 24-08-81 160 27-07-87 P Joseph Bjornson 
SE H 06-05-81 160 17-03-86 P Bjorn Johnson 
SW H 20-09-81 160 20-02-92 P Holmkill Josephson 

17 E 112 CPR Sale 19-06-80 320 19-03-84 P James H. McKeggie 
W 112 CPR Sale 19-06-80 320 18-08-88 P John D. Laidlaw 

18 NE H 28-02-83 160 30-10-88 P William Tiffin 
NW Sale 27-11-84 152.34 15-05-85 P William S. Taylor 
SW H 14-02-81 152.70 16-05-85 P William S. Taylor 
SE H 19-04-82 160 21-09-88 P Bjorn Anderson 

19 E 112 CPR Sale 12-06-81 320 19-02-92 P Walter H. Moorhouse 
NW CPR 151 17-06-89 P Bjorn Jonasson 
SW CPR Grant 151.80 02-05-91 P Johann Gunnlaugur Johannsson 

20 NE Sale 16-05-87 160 26-05-91 P Griffith J. Parry 
NW H 12-06-80 160 12-01-87 P Griffith J. Parry 
SE H 12-06-80 160 29-03-84 P Alfred A. Esplin 
SW Sale 16-02-84 160 29-03-84 P Alfred A. Esplin 

21 SE CPR Sale 19-07-80 160 14-03-92 P Charles McGregor 
NE CPR Grant 160 28-02-91 P Charles Sparks Lott 
W 112 CPR 320 02-03-87 P C.P.R. Co. 

22 NE H 28-08-82 160 10-06-86 P John Magnusson 
SE H 26-09-81 160 18-03-86 P Joseph Johnson .. , .' 
NW S 10-03-86 160 10-12-86 P Byron Walterson 
SW H 19-04-82 160 18-03-86 P Byron Walters on 

23 NE CPR 160 29-03-01 P C.P.R. Co. 
SW CPR Grant 160 09-03-01 P Thorsteinn Jonsson 
SE CPR Grant 160 30-04-00 P C.P.R. Co. 
NW CPR Grant 160 28-10-98 P John Magnusson 

24 NE H 16-07-81 160 16-12-89 P Thomas Yeo 
NW Sale 31-03-90 160 12-06-90 P Thomas Yeo 
SE H 13-02-84 160 06-08-89 P Amos E. Docking 
SW H 01-09-87 160 28-07-91 P Edouard Bernadin 

25 NE CPR 160 29-03-01 P C.P.R. Co. 
SE CPR Grant 160 22-05-90 P Hazel Adams 
NW CPR Grant 160 12-02-90 P Samuel William Adams 
SW CPR Grant 160 23-09-97 P Onesime Ovelette 

26 NE 2nd H 31-07-82 160 23-10-86 P Silas Adams 
Sl/2&NW Not Tn 480 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

27 Nl/2&SE CPR 480 29-03-01 P C.P.R. Co. 
SW CPR Grant 160 02-02-91 P Thorfinnur Johannesson 

28 NE H 09-07-85 160 16-01-90 P Jon Soemundsson 
NW 2nd H 12-09-87 160 23-07-91 P Edgar Oliver 
SE H 04-07-84 160 30-10-88 P Brinjolfur Gunnlaugson 
SW H 16-01-84 160 30-10-88 P John Hjalmarsson 
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29 NE S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 24-12-02 C James Mitchell 
NW S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 24-12-02 C James Mitchell 
SE S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 09-03-11 C John H. Frederickson, V.G. Simons 
SW S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 09-03-11 C John H. Frederickson, V.G. Simons 

30 NE 2ndH 12-08-85 160 06-05-97 P Skapti Arason 
NW H 21-12-86 150.10 21-07-91 P Oliver Bjornson 
SE H 19-10-80 160 11-01-88 P Abrahm Parsonage 
SW H 19-10-80 150.52 31-10-85 P Henry j. Parsonage 

31 SE CPR Grant 160 08-05-00 P James M. Stewart 
NE CPR Grant 160 28-02-94 P William Mowat 
NW CPR 149.83 30-10-88 P James B. Gowanlock 
SW CPR Grant 149.89 27-08-97 P William Henry Miles 

32 NE H 19-11-87 160 23-07-91 P Bjorn Einarson 
NW H 16-01-90 160 01-02-94 C Robert N. Ferguson 
SE H 04-09-88 160 06-11-97 P Einar Einarson Nordman Sf., Per. Rep. 

of Einar Einarson Nordman Jr. 
SW H 25-11-87 160 09-08-92 P Steingrimur Gudnason 

33 NW CPR 160 29-03-01 P C.P.R. Co. 
NE CPR Grant 160 06-07-99 P William Boughton Thomas 
S 112 Swampland 320 O-in-C 25-08-91 Province of Manitoba 
SE Sale 13-09-00 160 T. No. 81430-12-07 C Joseph Walters on 
SW Sale 26-04-99 160 T. No. 618 10-03-07 C John M. Nordal 

34 NE H 12-06-82 160 30-10-88 P William Campbell 
NW S 13-10-96 160 10-12-97 P Daniel Mowat 
SE H 25-06-83 160 20-01-87 P William W. Sissons 
SW H 05-12-89 160 31-08-94 P Daniel Mowat 

35 S 1/2 CPR Grant 320 30-06-93 P James B. Gowanlock 
NE CPR Grant 160 04-04-92 P Daniel Mowat 
NW CPR 160 12-10-85 P C.P.R. Co. 

36 NE H 31-05-82 160 30-10-85 P Alfred Young 
NW Sale 05-11-85 160 14-08-86 P Alfred Young 
SE Sale 16-01-92 160 04-03-92 P William Lee 
SW H 18-07-82 160 21-07-91 P William Lee 

T3 R14W 

19 NII2 Sale 09-09-81 162.42 21-09-82 P Thomas Clarkson Scobie 

ofNI/2 
SI/20fNE CPR 10-11-79 80 06-09-98 P Walter Beatty 
SE CPR 10-11-79 160 06-09-98 P Walter Beatty 

SW& CPR 20-11-80 240.53 24-10-82 P The Scottish Ontario and 
1/20fN.W. Manitoba Land Co. Ltd. 

20 NE H 07-08-85 160 09-09-91 P Mary Ann Dakotah 
NW H 04-04-81 160 16-02-85 P Norbert Dakotah 
SW H 04-04-81 160 06-05-85 P Joseph Dakota 
SE H 04-04-81 160 06-05-85 P Roger Dakotah 

21 NE MSWCR 160 31-08-08 P Manitoba South Western Colonization 
Railway Co. 

NW Sale 28-07-79 160 15-05-80 P Robert S. Thompson 
SE CPR 28-12-80 160 04-10-90 P Samuel Mayer 
SW CPR 160 23-10-82 P S.O. and M.L. Co. Ltd. 

22 N.ofR.L.&P.R. 
NE H 08-07-85 96.25 21-04-93 P Isadore Grandbois 
S.ofP.R. 
N.E. Special 3.75 08-03-02 P Isadore Grandbois 

Covered by waters 
of R.L. & P.R. 
NE Special 60 08-03-02 P Isadore Grandbois 
NW H 08-07-85 158 20-04-12 P Marie Gosselin, personal Representative 

of Eustace Gosselin 
S 1/2 Swampland 320 O-in-C 1888& 1915 Province of Manitoba 
SW Sale 02-01-96 145 Pat. No. 12 18-05-98 C Samuel S. Mayer 
SE Sale 25-06-02 15.57 19-11-06 C Clintona Howell 

23 NE Sale 31-07-79 133.12 15-05-80 P Robert S. Thompson 
NW Sale 27-02-98 109.27 19-06·01 C Isaac N. Preston 
SW' Sale 09-08-02 10 23-07-08 C Euphemia McPhail 
(Not in Argyle) 

24 NE H 10-09-00 160 24-03-08 C Samuel Da-.:id Preston 
NW H 16-10-82 160 06-08-86 P Bartholemew Carley Johns 
SW Sale 11-09-02 12.90 29-10-02 C Allan Livingston McLean 
SE Sale 23-06-08 53 24-03-11 C Otto Schultz 

25 NE S 18-07-83 160 19-10-83 P Genius Joll Webb 
NW H 16-05-79 160 19-10-83 P Genius Joll Webb 
S 1/2 CPR Sale 20-03-80 320 24-10-82 P Robert Young, Alexander Morris, 

William B. Scarth 

26 NE H 28-03-84 160 31-10-87 P Arthur Thomas Webb 
SI/2&NW Notification Grant 480 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

27 NE S 08-08-98 160 30-06-02 C Mathew Fletcher Sexsmith 
NW H 08-11-98 160 26-03-02 C Albert E. Warrener 
SE M.B.G. 17-07-79 160 06-03-80 P Robert S. Thompson 
SW Swampland 160 O-in-C 26-05-00 Province of Manitoba 
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28 NE S 18·09·83 160 04·02·84 P Alexander Kelso 
NW S 28·11·82 160 16·10·83 P John Harrower 
SW H 15·04·79 160 15·10·83 P John Harrower 
SE H 15·04·79 160 08·02·84 P Alex Kelso 

29 NE S.L. Sale 28·05·07 160 09·03·16 C Otto Schultz 
NW S.L. Sale 28·05·07 160 13·07·16 C James McLaren 
SE S.L. Sale 12·06·00 160 25·06·08 C William Albert Cooper 
SW S.L. Sale 25·10·12 160 16·12·18 C James McLaren 

30 NE H 07·09·88 160 04·03·99 P Sarah A. McLaren 
NW H 13·09·92 164.23 01·05·02 C William Wesley Sexsmith 
SE H 27·06·82 160 18·09·86 P Thomas Henry Sexsmith 
SW H 08·07·82 164.53 04·07·92 P William Wesley Sexsmith 

31 NE H 12·10·98 160 18·02·02 C Robert Whiteside 
NW H 24·10·98 163.66 30·04·02 C John McCaig McKay 
SE Sale 04·06·98 160 01·12·03 C John J. Sexsmith 
SW H 24·10·98 163.94 15·05·03 C Alex Chas. McKay 

32 NE H 04·08·81 160 01·12·86 P Henry N. Cooper 
NW S 18·02·90 160 17·04·90 P Henry Nelson Cooper 
SE H 04·08·81 160 03·03·86 P John J. Sexsmith 
SW Sale 13·01·86 160 01·03·86 P John J. Sexsrnith 

33 NE Swampland 160 O·in·C 17·02·99 Province of Manitoba 
NE Sale 16·09·01 160 T. No. 597 27·01·07 C Frank Schultz 
SE H 10·05·99 160 28·08·02 C John Henry Cooper 
W 112 S 25·06·79 320 19·03·80 P William Downey 

34 NE H 16·06·80 160 05·02·85 P William J. Asher 
NW H 29·10·89 160 16·10·99 P Annie Langill Kelso 
S 1/2 S 16·04·83 320 13·08·83 P William Williams 

35 N 112 CPR Sale 03·01·81 320 03·10·92 P Andrew Tannahill 
SE S 17·10·93 160 24·11·93 C Arthur Webb 
SW S 07·05·80 160 16·08·01 P John A. McKenzie 

36 NE H 14·06·82 160 24·07·88 P Thomas W. Sexsmith 
NW H 05·01·83 160 31·10·87 P Harrison Webb 
SE H 13·10·91 160 29·12·97 C William Reid 
SW H 11·10·82 160 04·10·88 P William Reid 

T4 RI4W 

All CPR Sale 17·03·80 640 14·10·82 P R. Young, Hon. Alex Morris and William 
B. Scarth 

NE H 21·10·82 160 03·08·21 P Archibald D. McLaren 
NW Sale 28·07·79 160 17·05·80 P Robert S. Thompson 

SE S 13·01·86 160 01·03·86 P Matthew F. Sexsmith 
SW H 07·04·82 160 01·03·86 P Matthew F. Sexsmith 

NE S 28·07·79 160 17·05·80 P Robert S. Thompson 
SII2&NW CPR Sale 20·03·80 480 14·10·82 P R. Young, Hon. Alex Morris and William 

B. Scarth 

4 NE H 22·05·80 160 20·12·86 P Annie Langhill Kelso and John Lawson 
Kelso, Legal Rep. of John Kelso 

NW H 05·07·80 160 10·02·85 P James Graham 
SE H 18·01·88 160 24·04·96 P Edward Majury 
SW S 08·11·84 160 10·02·85 P James Graham 

NE H 14·06·79 160 17·10·01 P William James Stark 
NW H 12·05·98 160 14·11·01 C Arthur Gillis 
SE S 14·06·79 160 28·06·02 P William James Stark 
SW H 15·07·98 160 13·11·01 C William Franklin Leslie 

All S 14·06·79 646.45 19·03·80 P William J. Stark 

NE MSWCR 160 27·02·06 P Walter Mabon 
NW S 06·07·80 162.47 03·02·96 C John Mabon 
SE S 08·07·82 160 13·10·82 P John Oliver Bell 
SW H 14·06·79 162.76 13·10·82 P John O. Bell 

All Not 'f'n 640 23·03·73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

All CPR Sale 17·03·80 640 14·10·82 P R. Young, Hen. A. Morris and William 
Bain Scarth 

10 NE H 20·06·80 160 11·06·90 P John Clark Jr. 
NW S 29·03·90 160 11·06·90 P John Clark Jr. 
SE S 12·10·85 160 13·12·94 P George Bannerman 
SW H 24·05·81 160 20·07·85 P George Bannerman 

II NE S.L. Sale 28·05·07 160 13·10·15 C Alfred Leslie Jr. 
to date back to 16·06·15 

NW S.L Sale 28·05·07 160 13·10·15 C Alfred Leslie Jr. 
to date back to 16·06·15 

SE S.L. Sale 28·05·07 160 26·02·19 C Archibald D. McLaren 
SW S.L. Sale 28·05·07 160 26·02·19 C Archibald D. McLaren 

12 NE H 27·04·88 160 22·07·91 P Donald McKenzie 
NW H 08·07·80 160 21·07·85 P William Clark 

SE S 17·03·86 160 03·05·86 P Henry Ewing 
SW H 08·07·80 160 15·01·86 P Henry Ewing 
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13 All CPRSaie 01-04-80 640 12-02-91 P Eliza (or Ella). Alfred and Sidney Reid. 
Executors of the Estate of Edward Reid 

14 NE H 04-11-80 160 24-07-88 P Joseph Clark 

NW H 29-04-89 160 29-09-93 P Silas Leslie 
SE S 15-10-89 160 09-01-90 P William Clark 

SW H 26-06-80 160 28-08-85 P Sarah Clark et al. heirs of John Clark 

IS All CPR Sale 01-04-80 640 27-01-86 P George Buchanan 

16 NE S 10-05-89 160 05-07-89 P Adam McBeth 

NW H 08-12-82 160 27-09-87 P Adam McBeth 

SE H 28-10-80 160 30-03-86 P Henry Clark 

SW H 09-05-88 160 30-09-93 P John Alexander Leitch 

17 All CPR Sale 01-04-80 640 23-05-82 P John Strang 

18 NE Swampland 160 O-in-C 07-06-88 Province of Manitoba 
NE S 26-04-00 160 T. No. 795 C Frank Killey 

(Swampland) 06-12-07 
NW S 17-11-85 161.86 25-02-90 P Thomas Coke 

SE H 25-09-88 160 17-10-93 P George Breather Sexsmith 
SW H 18-11-85 160 17-01-90 P Thomas Coke 

19 SE CPR 160 30-03-01 P CrRCo. 
SW CPR Sale 08-06-80 161.58 29-08-90 P Andrew O. Cowie 
N 112 CPR Sale 14-05-80 321.40 30-08-86 P Samuel H. Phippen. Donald Graham and 

Thomas S. Carman 

20 NE H 03-03-82 160 27-01-92 P William J. Porter 

NW H 16-12-91 160 27-10-96 C William J. Porter 
SE H 03-03-82 160 10-02-88 P Robert Johnston 

SW S 29-12-88 160 18-02-89 P Robert Johnston 

21 All CPR Sale 17-04-80 640 07-01-88 P Bertram Baxton 

22 NE H 06-06-82 160 06-04-99 P Thomas Leslie 
NW H 15-10-88 160 24-08-92 P Alexander Huffman 
SE H 19-12-89 160 06-03-96 P Thomas Wellington Leslie 
SW H 05-04-82 160 31-08-86 P Charles Couzens 

23 All CPR Sale 16-04-80 640 20-03-90 C Hannah Rowan 

24 NE H 27-06-82 160 22-05-88 P Edward C. Montague 
SE S 28-11-89 160 19-05-90 P Edward C. Montague 
WI12 S 30-05-82 320 17-06-85 P AndrewG. Cowie 

25 All CPR Sale 29-04-80 640 23-05-82 P John Strang 

26 NE H 12-07-82 160 03-12-86 P Jacob A. Huffman 
S 112&NW Not Tn 480 23-03-73 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

27 All CPR Sale 17-04-80 640 07-01-88 P Lionel R.C. Boyle 

28 NE H 25-04-81 160 11-09-91 P John Asling 
NW S 09-07-90 160 15-06-05 P Joseph Stevens 
SE S 25-04-81 160 15-10-91 P John Asling 
SW H 03-05-82 160 16-06-90 P Fredrick Stevens 

29 NE S.L. Sale 28-05-07 160 21-02-19 C Edgar Johnston 
NW S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 26-05-10 C Fredrick Ward 
SE S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 04-02-03 C Robert J ohnstan 
SW S.L. Sale 25-06-00 160 26-05-10 C Fredrick Ward 

30 NE H 12-06-82 160 30-10-89 P Benjamin Prichard 
NW H 01-06-81 160.74 11-01-86 P Robert William Price 
SE H 09-09-89 160 30-09-93 P Edward Milner 
SW S 06-08-85 161.02 11-01-86 P Robert William Price 

31 N 112 CPR Sale 13-05-80 320.15 08-08-95 P Edmund Snell 
S 112 CPR Sale 13-05-80 320.44 21-06-82 P John Murray Smith ,;', 

32 NE H 14-06-82 160 05-07-86 P Joseph Scott 
NW H 04-11-89 160 16-06-98 P Jane Warrener 
SE H 31-05-82 160 12-08-86 P James Mathers 
SW H 05-04-88 160 19-07-99 P John Mathers 

33 N 112 CPR Sale 13-05-80 320 07-07-92 P Horace Horton 
S 112 CPR 320 92-03-01 P C.P.R. Co. 

34 N 112 ofNE H 22-04-84 80 31-01-90 P William John Welsh 
S 1120fNE S 04-01-90 80 24-03-90 P William John Welsh 
NW H 30-03-82 160 23-09-86 P Charles Harvey 
N 1120fSE H 14-06-84 80 15-02-90 P Hermon Arthur Davis 
S 1120fSE S 04-02-90 80 25-04-90 P Hermon Arthur Davis 
SW H 31-12-90 160 03-12-95 P Alfred Wessels 

35 All CPR Sale 29-04-81 640 23-05-82 P John Strang 

36 NE H 22-05-82 160 02-12-86 P Alexander Livingston 
WI12 Sale 25-11-85 320 20-12-86 P John Livingston 
SE H 28-12-87 160 21-10-91 P Silas Rogers 

T5 R14W 

NE&S.W. CPR 18-03-98 320 10-07-95 P C.P.R. Co. 
NW CPR Sale 13-10-90 160 14-05-80 P Augustus M. Narton 
SE CPR Sale 18-06-95 160 14-05-80 P A.M. Narton 
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NW 2ndH 28·02·95 160 31·12·91 C Joseph Wray 
SW H 20·10·86 160 29·05·82 P Joseph Wray 
NE Sale 25·04·90 160 31·01·90 P Thomas Matchett 
SE H 20·01·90 160 23·06·82 P Thomas Matchett 

NE H 06·03·02 160 02·12·98 C George Henry Baynes Pinder 
SE H 03·08·03 160 02·12·98 C William G. Scott 
SW Sale 03·08·03 160 30·05·98 C James N. Brown 
NW H 03·09·02 160 16·08·98 C Alfred Edward Groves 

NE Sale 27·05·90 160 04·06·88 P Edward Matchett 
NW H 28·10·86 160 23·06·82 P Edward Matchett 
SE H 08·07·91 160 22·01·84 P Cyrus James Chester 
SW H 16·05·90 160 03·06·82 P William T. Chesler 

S 1/2 CPR 28·05·98 320 28·05·98 P CPR Co. 
NE CPR Sale 09·08·93 160 14·05·80 P A.M. Narton 
NW CPR 20·05·98 160 PT. 20·05·98 P CPR Co. 

NE H 11·07·92 160 13·06·88 P Matthew Henry Sexsmith 
SE H 31·08·86 160 03·06·82 P Alexander Cline 
SW H 20·05·92 159.68 11·04·88 P Henry Matchett 
NW H 20·10·87 159.04 05·06·82 P Robert Warrener 

NE CPR 28·05·98 160 10·07·95 P CPR Co. 
NW CPR 19·03·98 157.94 19·03·98 P CPR Co. 

PT. 
SE CPR Sale 18·06·95 160 14·05·80 P A.M. Narton 
SW CPR Sale \3·10·90 158.46 14·05·80 P A.M. Narton 

All Not 'f'n 23·03·73 640Pt. P Hudson's Bay Co. 

All CPR Sale 08·08·82 640 13·05·80 P Malcolm C. Cameron 

10 NE MilitaryH 19·02·92 160 14·07·86 P James Norman Brown 
SE Sale 17·11·91 160 04·06·88 P Kenneth MeAuley 
SW H 04·09·86 160 23·06·82 P Kenneth McAuley 
NW H 05·08·92 160 31·12·84 P George Hodgkinson 

11 PtNE S.L. Sale 03·07·99 6.8 01·10·98 C Northern Pacific and Manitoba 
Rt. of Way 6.88 Acres Railway Co. 

PtNE Rt. of Way .97 Acres 22·03·01 .97 14·01·01 P Northern Pacific and Manitoba 
Railway Co. 

BaiNE S.L. Sale 19·02·23 152.15 25·06·00 C J ahn Harrower. Margaret M. Schuhz, 
Administratix of Estate of Frank Schultz, 
and Kate S. Fowler, Executrix and 
Trustee of the late William O. Fowler 

SE S.L. Sale 10·12·20 160 04·06·07 C Silas Leslie 
PtNW S.L. Sale 03·07·99 6.74 11·10·98 C NP&MRCo. 

Rt. of Way 6.74 
BalNW S.L. Sale 06·06·21 153.26 04·06·07 C Gunnloggur Davidson 
PtSW Lease Forage 94.5 C School Land Ch. 7, Sec. 20, Securities· 

Dominion Act, 73·77, J.O. & Fred 
Davidson 

North and West of Lake 
S.W. Reserved for Wildlife until 01·01·74 
Pt. S. W .• south of Lake· 1.01 acre C School land I .... 
Bal. S.W. Lake· 65.5 acres Ducks Unlimited 

12 NE H 20·01·90 160 19·05·82 P Matthew Thomas Creamer 
PtNW Sale 14·02·91 38.8 08·01·91 P NP&MR Co. Pt. N.W. Plan 70 
BalNW Sale 30·01·92 126.2 08·01·91 P Matthew T. Creamer 
SE H 20·01·90 160 01·02·84 P John Belfour 
SW 2nd H 20·01·90 160 01·02·84 P John Belfour 
SW 2ndH 27·09·01 160 08·02·97 C Matthew Thomas Creamer 

\3 SE Sale 19·03·00 160 01·03·00 C William Schultz 
NW H 06·05·02 160 25·05·98 C Francis Stanley Schultz 
NE Sale 10·03·02 160 25·05·98 C Francis Albert Schultz 
SW CPR Sale 08·09·90 160 15·05·80 P Robert Hoggart 
PtSW Plan 70 .... 

14 NE Sale 02·08·86 160 04·08·85 P J esse Chester 
NW H 03·03·91 160 21·01·85 P Joseph Matchett 
SE H 01·10·85 160 29·04·82 P Jesse Chester Pt. S.E. Plan 115 
SW H 11·04·91 160 21·01·85 P John Matchett 

15 E 1/2 CPR 19·09·89 320 P CPR Co. 
NW CPR 29·03·01 98.75 P CPR Co. 
~ not covered by waters of certain surveyed lake. 
BalNW Lake 
SW CPR 19·09·89 160 P ePRCo. 

16 NEland H 09·01·93 160 02·07·89 P Chauneey Eugene Coke 
and water 
NW H 31·10·90 160 08·01·87 P Edward J ames Scott 
SE H 04·04·98 160 17·12·86 P Edward Welsh 
SW 2ndH 11·07·01 160 02·08·97 C Frederick Charles Welsh 

17 E 1/20fNE CPR 27·10·98 80 P Krist jan J. Dalmann 
W 1120fNE CPR 11·04·99 80 P Christian Olson 
NW CPR Sale 27·01·83 160 19·06·80 P The Scottish Ontario and Manitoba Land 

Co. Ltd. 
SE CPR Sale 06·09·89 160 19·06·80 P John Buie 
SW CPR Sale 06·09·89 160 19·06·80 P Donald Buie 
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Thomas Norton, Jr. 
James Templeton 
Thomas Norton 
Alexander Matheson 

Samuel L. Devlin 
Samuel L. Devlin 
Krist jan Jonsson Dalmann 

Reuben R.-Jennison 

James Templeton 

Johann Jonson 
Somundar Fredricson 
Somundar Fredricson 
Christian Olafsson 
Krist jan Johnsson Dalmann 
Kristjan J ohnsson Dalmann 

CPR Co. 
Johann Jonson 
Sigurdur Christopherson 

Jesse Chester 
Sigurdur Antoninsson 
James H. Belfour 
University of Manitoba 

William Long 
Canada North West Land Co. Ltd. 
Sigurdur Christopherson 

Gudland Bjarnardotlir 
George Belfour 
William McKnight 
Krist jan Sigurdsson 
Hannes Christianson 

CPR Co. 
CPR Co. 

Joel Josephsson 
Hudson's Bay Co. 

John Gray Campbell 

Hoseas Josephson 

Hoseas Josephson 

Harry Robert Pool 

Harry Robert Pool 

Evelyn Louise Wood 
John Goodman 
William Onslow Wood 
William Onslow Wood 

Ernest J. Wood 
Edward Arbuthrot Crokat 
William O. Wood 
Frank Brian Lys 

James Long 
Michael Long 

Alexander Card 
Groa J ohannsson et ai, Heirs of Bjorn 
Johannesson 
Alexander Card 
Bjorn Jonson 

Krist jan J. Anderson 
Herbert Edward Robinson 
Freidsteinn Sigurdsson 
Plan No. 38597. MLTO 
William Christopher Christopherson 

Sigurdur Christopherson 
George F. Jones 
Krisljan Arnason 
Thordar Thorsteinson 

Joseph D. Trelever 
Joseph D. Trelever 

Jon Johannesson 
William Stewart Taylor 
William Stewart Taylor 
Hjortur Sigurdsson 
Joseph Cobbe 
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NW CPR 04-09-81 160 15-05-80 P Helji Thorsteinsson 
NE CPR 15-08-92 160 15-05-80 P Charles Joselin 
SE CPR 06-09-95 P CPR 
PtSW Sale 15-12-99 I 08-06-97 C Hola S.D. No. 889 
SW Sale 12-06-00 159 30-05-98 C J ahn Harrower 

NE H 08-06-86 160 17-11-80 P Helgi Thorsteinsson 
NW H 03-12-89 160 27-11-80 P Benedict Gudlogsson 
SE H 08-06-86 160 04-10-80 P Ejolfur Johnson 
SW H 28-10-87 160 04-10-80 P Baldwin Bendiktson 

NWL.&W. CPR PU9-01-98 160 P John Badger 
SE CPR Pt,05-11-89 160 P Krist jan Amason 
NE Lake CPR PU8-03-01 156 P Sigurdur Christopherson 
SW Lake CPR 05-06-00 Pt, 74.92 P Pjitur Christopherson 

NE Sale 06-03-93 160 13-06-82 P James Dale 
NW H 18-03-89 160 13-06-82 P James Dale 
SELake H 21-03-87 140 09-05-82 P Evan Jones 
SW H 14-02-99 160 28-11-93 C Evan Jones 

All CPR 09-08-82 640 15-05-80 P Malcolm C. Cameron 

NE H 12-08-89 160 08-01-86 P John Jonsson 
NW& Sale 22-03-90 80 20-12-89 P Hernit Christopherson 
E 1/2 
NW& H 15-01-90 77.69 10-04-84 P Hernit Christopherson 
W 1/2 
SE H 23-07-91 160 02-05-88 P Joseph Davidson 
SW H 05-10-93 155.18 01-03-82 P Benony Gudmundson 
SW Sale Tiger Hills Wildlife Man. Area 

N 1/2 CPR 15-05-80 314.79 15-05-80 P James F. Frame 
S 1/2 Sale 17-12-01 315.25 03-01-98 C Ami Sveinsson 

All Not Tn Pt,23-03-73 640 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

NW CPR 24-09-90 160 15-05-80 P William Tifm 
NE CPR 21-04-93 160 15-05-80 P Thomas and Frances Andrews 
SE CPR 21-04-93 160 15-05-80 P Thomas and Frances Andrews 
SW CPR 30-01-96 160 P CPR Co. 

10 NE Sale 30-10-84 160 18-07-84 P Sigurdur Christopherson 
SE H 28-10-84 160 04-10-80 P Sigurdur Christopherson 
NW Sale 25-07-89 160 19-06-89 P John Badger 
SW H 17-07-89 160 12-03-83 P John Badger 

II SE S.L. Sale 17-01-10 160 25-06-00 C Sigurdur Christopherson 
SW S.L. Sale 25-10-07 160 22-02-93 P Sigurdur Christopherson 
NE S.L. Sale 05-03-12 160 25-06-00 C Christian Johnson 
NW S.L. Sale 09-11-10 160 25-06-00 C Ann Gudrun Arason, Fridjon 

Frederickson and Christian Johnson, 
personal representatives of Skapti Arason 

12 NE H 28-10-86 160 04-10-80 P Johan Sigurdson 
NW H 29-12-85 160 04-10-80 . P John Snyder 
S 1/20fSE Sale 06-05-90 80 30-01-90 P Krist jan Sigurdson 
N 1/20fSE H 15-01-90 80 15-04-84 P Krist jan Sigurdson 
SW H 02-09-86 160 04-10-80 P Christian Johnson 

13 E 1/2 CPR Pt.17-01-90 320 P Albert Frederick William Senerin 
NW CPR Pt.30-08-88 160 P Johannes Sigurdson 
SW CPR PU 6-07-9 I 160 P Halldor G. Johnson 

14 NE Sale 13-12-84 160 20-09-84 P William T. Hearn 
NWLake H 05-10-86 110.5 06-07-81 P John Johnson 
SE H 13-12-84 160 27-11-80 P William T. Hearn 
SW 2nd H 11-04-90 160 08-05-85 P Bjorn Josephson 

IS NE CPR 16-11-92 160 P Johann Johannson 
NW CPR 21-09-97 160 P Hans Johnson 
SE CPR 22-05-96 160 P Thomas Fitzsimmons 
SW CPR 23-08-93 160 P Byron Hallgrimsson 

16 NE Sale 23-07-90 160 26-01-89 P John Frederick Fisher 
NW H 25-06-86 160 16-05-82 P James McNicol 
SE H 22-02-88 160 28-08-82 P Arni Sveinsson 
SW H 30-10-84 160 17-11-80 P Bjorn Josephsson 

17 All CPR 26-05-90 640 P Alexander Card 

18 NE H 12-04-88 160 12-12-82 P Hugh H. McNicol 
NW Sale 20-05-90 153.6 11-02-90 P Hugh Hamilton McNicol 
SE H 25-08-87 160 09-05-82 P John Hamilton 
SW H 23-10-86 154.24 13-05-82 P Samuel Maddess 

19 NE CPR 24-04-89 160 Pt,24-04-89 P Jonas Johnson 
NW CPR 01-05-01 152.56 01-05-01 P Henry Carmichael Marsh 
S 1/2 CPR 29-09-91 313.84 29-09-91 P Herbert Andrew Egerton Dale 

20 NE Sale 08-02-89 160 26-11-88 P Edward Blain 
NW H 26-04-88 160 09-03-82 P Edward Blain 
SE H 08-10-86 160 13-12-82 P Thomas Hill 
SW Sale 13-08-87 160 31-01-87 P Thomas Hill 
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21 NE CPR Pt.17 -06-89 160 P Fridjon Frederickson 
NW CPR Pt.26-05-90 160 P Sigmor Sigurjonsson 
SE CPR Pt.23-05-90 160 P Ralph Nordal 
SW CPR Pt.02-03-94 160 P Frank E. Jewsbury 

22 NE H 25-10-86 160 17-11-80 P Fredbjorn Fredrikson 
NW H 25-10-86 160 28-07-81 P Olgeir Fredrikson 
SE H 18-03-89 160 27-07-82 P Magnus Goodman 
SW H 04-05-89 160 31-08-82 P RaefNordal 

23 NE CPR Pt.29-11-87 160 P Canada North West Land Co. Ltd. 
NW CPR Pt.II-03-88 160 P Henry Carmichael Marsh 
SE CPR Pt.30-01-91 160 P J ahn Goodman 
SW CPR Pt.17-06-89 160 P John Goodman 

24 NE H 10-01-88 160 27-11-80 P Gudni Johannson 
NW H 31-10-85 160 19-10-80 P Skapti Arason 
SE H 15-01-87 160 20-09-82 P Johannes Sigurdsson 
SW H 22-09-92 . 160 20-09-82 P Benedict Einarsson 

25 NE-N 1/2 CPR Pt.26-05-90 80 P Magnus Goodman 
NE-S 1/2 CPR Pt.3I-IO-90 80 P Bjorn Andersson 
NW CPR Pt.19-11-95 160 P Ami Sveinsson and Skapti Arason 

SE CPR Pt.29-03-01 160 P C.P.R. Co. 
SW CPR Pt.19-09-89 160 P Baldvin Sigurdsson 

26 NE H 20-12-92 160 08-07-89 P Ami Arason 
S 1/2&NW Not Tn Pt.23-03-73 480 P Hudson's Bay Co. 

27 NE CPR Pt.19-07-94 160 P Stephen Christie 
NW CPR Pt.12-02-95 160 P Petur Palson 
SE CPR Pt.I3-07-91 160 P Ami Sveinsson 
SW CPR Pt.I3-03-93 160 P Olgeir Fredericksson 

28 NE H 05-08-89 160 26-11-84 P Fredrick Jonsson 
NW H 09-12-89 160 16-01-84 P Krist jan Sigurdsson 
SE-S 1/2 Sale 25-04-90 80 27-01-90 P Sigmar lohnsson 
SE-N 1/2 H 10-02-90 80 11-03-85 P Sigmar lohnsson 
SW H 20-10-97 160 16-12-84 P George Patterson, personal rep. of Jakob 

Helgason 

29 NE S.L. Sale 16-05-96 160 22-01-92 P Jonas Christie 
NW S.L. Sale 14-10-19 160 25-06-00 C Haldor G. Johnson 
SE S.L. Sale 22-11-09 160 25-06-00 C Stephen Christie 
SW S.L. Sale 08-08-01 160 22-01-92 P John Thordarson 

30 NE H 10-01-88 160 27-07-82 P John Thordarson 
NW H 25-07-87 151.93 27-01-81 P Bjorn Anderson 

SE H 25-07-87 160 27-01-81 P John Johnson 
SW Sale 14-03-90 152.19 06-08-87 P Bjorn Anderson 

31 NE CPR Pt.31-08-88 159.16 P George Steel 
NW CPR Pt.20-04-99 150.03 P Leonard Arthur Callender 
S 1/2 CPR Pt.28-09-98 311.30 P Ami S. Storm 

32 NE Sale 25-02-90 158.1 06-07-89 P William E. Gowanlock 
NW H 30-03-89 158.62 28-11-80 P William E. Gowanlock 

SE H 20-07-91 160 11-07-84 P William Douglas 

SW H 31-10-90 160 24-07-84 P Stephen Christie 

33 NE CPR Pt.21-02-88 156.91 P David Steel 
NW CPR Pt.21-02-88 157.53 P John Alexander Ward 
SE CPR Pt.12-06-00 160 P William Henry Moore 
SW CPR Pt.II-II-96 160 P CPR Co. 

34 NE H 05-01-87 155.86 12-11-80 P John Dowd 
NW H 13-01-87 156.35 04-10-80 P William McKenzie 
SE H 11-09-93 160 12-07-89 P Thorkell Eriksson 
SW H 22-09-92 160 28-06-89 P Kenneth McDonald 

35 NW CPR Pt.29-03-01 155.3 P CPR Co. 
NE CPR Pt.16-07-91 154.7 P Gregor Fraser 
S 1/2 Swampland O-in-C 25-08-91 320 Province of Manitoba 
SE Sale 04-11-13 160 26-04-01 C William McKenzie 
SW Sale 06-11-08 160 17-04-01 C William Armstrong 

36 NE H 12-09-93 158.6 27-03-83 P John Thomson 
NW H 22-10-90 155.8 19-07-87 P James Dowd 
SE H 13-07-92 160 09-06-87 P Alfred Burch 
SW 2nd H 22-09-92 160 10-07-89 P John Dowd 
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r 7-4-12 Zephyr School 

~ 22-4-12 Dry River School 
I 

Merchants 
Bo.nk 
o~ 

C a. n <A d c." .31 

-r I w;//·",,,, 
..J oserl) 
Jae114<"5 liffer/~ 

.---3,J.---4I 
ISdtlC (leof'1e 
ke/.'1I1 LOjtlt'l 

~a/;I(te G. 

3J 

Yohf) (}o.briel 
.tFJson Reed 
---,a'l--~ 
W;/Ii4M Oon"t 
w",. J MMI GeneroC(/C 

fJ"jllsft: cr· T 
Les/;e LandrJ W;//;,,"1 Sa.",nders 

in .;.g.:..---~--
Todd \JJ; 1I;~1Vt ~reS&orJ James 

1'101' ,. n 1-/11 Y1411JtJ 

~:; 

fl ppecllj ""ri,9ht: 

i Rev J.lenr'j IQeD('~e 
~ .s To 6 a rt ISfewert..To " l') 
i---,T?'1..-----3-----"oo ..... K: Ijour 

i LOLl is I 
1. FreeJyj 

Me(c.ht:\n+~ 
Bo.f'\K 

of 
c.o"c,d(;l, 

W;JI,om 
Nei IsoY} 

t .. v;J ["'/;lli4"1 

Be,.,+lE'~ C "d ,. k 
JJ:. 

~1c.hC\rd LJ.llia .... 

Mdler WorJ,.,on 

11·~. 
t1e.i6 r('/J 

HlI.ds.o fl I~ 

J3dCj Co. 

filbert 
/01.1 ta n 7- Mswlf''1 

~-. 

e,R.R. Alo..n 

Co. Il J a (>ISof\ 

36 

Thor>JtJS 

De II tV De 1;,101" 
.J.S---

i!-)( :de {" 

L,.ndrj Landry 

/I. 
r. I4Wf't!:IJCW3 

8enoit o. _ 
e2~~r~~e: 

J 

I W;//i,,'"'J W; IIi" .... )lubert Zmes 
I Oo.vis ;:'reeJ!j GI.L"lb~ La,'e/J/W I 
I jO>--4l---!'I----4--IJ,...- _ 

iI' Peter A· w A lex Ta"He's ! 
,5te ... J,er BonhC11¥\ M .. rJD'~ ·\jule i 
l 

~ LV.~ ffnjr~w ~:o.! ! w. H. 

f"1o('dr!'fl (',,6tion I STevens I JoJ,1) I ToAr, I MI<;oSbn; I"ohr'\ 

~ , -- 6-------- - ---_., 5-~--IlIIIQl)I1iQ"t II/e/sol'} q .idaf115 

l~::z" L ,J ~a:.J :~% i~'~~ .. I :~';:.: 
82 

Robert 
Bktc.k~" 

---"Z 
flbr(>.r>"j 
De.rie,k 

I 



TOWNSHIP 3 RANGE 13 
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TOWNSHIP 5 RANGE 13 
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TOWNSHIP 6 RANGE 13 
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The following maps are based on the 1922 Cummins 
Maps originally completed by a real estate company in 
Regina, Sask. They show the registered land owners of 
the municipality at the time. 
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1980 OWNERS 

The listing of the present landowners of the 
Municipality was researched and drawn by Allan 
Thorleifson from the Municipal Assessment Roll Listing 
on file in Morden, Man. 
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I 

CENSUS INFORMATION FOR 
ARGYLE MUNICIPALITY 

The census information for the municipality of Argyle 
is prone to confusion. All information for census' 
previous to 1887 is under districts, such as Selkirk, 
Souris, and others. In 1882, the municipalities in this area 
were outlined. However, all census information between 
1887 and 1907 varies because of the many changes in the 
boundaries of the Municipality of Argyle. Some census 
information, between 1901 and 1921, is given township 

by township. The problem here is that five of Argyle's 
townships are partial, being shared with other 
municipalities. 

Because of these problems, some information which 
cannot be compared has had to be excluded. The ac
companying tables are a compilation of the most com
plete data to be found over the last century's census 
totals. 
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LIST OF R.M. OF ARGYLE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

First Council - Election in fall of 1881 for 1882 term 
Reeve - Geo. W. Playfair, Council members - James Graham, James McLellan, J.F. Macey, 

G.W. Cramer, A. Henderson, F. Butcher 

Unable to locate records from 1882 to 1885. 

YEAR 
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WARD 1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

REEVE 
WARD 1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

REEVE 
WARD 1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

YEAR 

REEVE 
HA-RD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

REEVE 
HARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

REEVE 
WARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

REEVE -
WARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

1886 1887 1888 1889 1890 

Alex Card 
G. Lawrence 
Alex Henderson 
John C. Smith 
WIn. Playfair 
Sig. Christopherson 
Daniel Wilson 

1892 

P. Strang 
Arthur Burnet 
R. Johnston 
J.H. Donaghy 
A.W. Playfair 
C. Johnson 
A.F. Andrews 

C. Johnson 
A. Burnet 
J. Clark 

Peter Strang 
M.B. Little 
John I. Moir 
J.C. Smith 

Peter Strang 
M.B. Little 
Francis W. Thring 
J.C. Smith 

Peter Strang 
Robert Johnston 
F.W. Thring 
J.C. Smith 

Peter Strang 
R. Johnston 
F.W. Thring 
J.C. Smith 

Wm. Playfair Jesse Chester J. Chester Joseph Cobbe 
S. Christopherson S. Christopherson Christian Johnson C. Johnson 
Thomas W. Gibson T.W. Gibson T.W. Gibson A.F. Andrews 

1893 

P. Strang 
A. Burnet 
F.W. Thring 
J.H. Donaghy 
A.W. Playfair 
C. Johnson 
A.F. Andrews 

1899 
Charles Brown 
R.M. Wilson 
J. Clark 

P. Strang 
A. Burnet 
John Clark 
Samuel Fargey 
A.W. Playfair 
C. Johnson 
A.F. Andrews 

1900 

C. Brown 
R.M. Wilson 
J. Clark 
S. Fargey 
A.W. Playfair 

1895 

Ashton Andrews 
A. Burnet 
J. Clark 
S. Fargey 
A.H. Playfair 
Arni Sveinsson 
Chas Brown 

1901 

C. Brown 
R.M. Hilson 
J. Clark 
S. Fargey 
A.W. Playfair 

A. Andrews 
A. Burnet 
J. Clark 
S. Fargey 
A. W. Playfair 
A. Sveinsson 
C. Brown 

1902 
James Dale 
R.M. Wilson 
J. Clark 
S. Fargey 
A.W. Playfair 

1891 

Peter Strang 
John Wilson 
Robert Johnston 
J.C. Smith 
J. Cobbe 
C. Johnson 
A.F. Andrews 

1897 

Christian Johnson 
A. Burnet 
J. Clark 
S. Fargey 
A. W. Playfair 
Skapti Arason 
James Scott 

1903 
J. Da'le 
R.M. Wilson 
W. Mabon 
M.C. Cropley 
J. Cobbe 

S. Fargey 
A.W. Playfair 
S. Arason 

S. Fargey 
A.W. Playfair 
S. Arason F.S. Frederickson F. Frederickson S. Christopherson S. Christopherson 

J. Scott 

1904 

James Dale 
R.M. Wilson 
W. Mabon 
M. Cropley 
Geo Cramer 
S. Christopherson 
H. Scott 

1909 

James Strang 
W. Craik 
J.E. Brinkworth 
A. Gillies 
J. S. Conibear 
B. Anderson 
O. Frederickson 

1915 

C. Johnson 
Thos Graham 
W. Mabon 
A.W. Playfair 
J. S. Conibear 
B. Anderson 
O. Frederickson 

1921 

J. S. Conibear 
Lyman Robinson 
G.C. Simpson 
C. Gillies 
A.E. Cramer 
T. Yeo 
O. Frederickson 

J. Scott 

1905 

James Strang 
Jas. Grieve 
W. Mabon 

J. Scott 

1906 (Change May) 

J. Strang 
H. Craik 
T. Hall/W. Mabon 

J. Scott J. Scott 

1907 

Walter Mabon 
H. Craik 
D.A. Ross 

M. Cropley 
Geo. Cramer 
A. Sveinsson 
H. Scott 

M. Cropley/A. Gillies A. Gillies 
Geo. Cramer Geo Cramer 
A. Sveinsson/Bjorn Anderson B. Anderson 
H. Scott/J. Cobbe 

1910 1911 

Chris Johnson C. Johnson 
J.W. Nelson J.W. Nelson 
J.Brinkworth J. Brinkworth 
A.H. Playfair A.H. Playfair 
J.S. Conibear J.S. Conibear 
B. Anderson B. Anderson 
O. Frederickson O. Frederickson 

1916 1917 

C. Johnson C. Johnson 
T. Graham T. Graham 
W. Mabon W. Mabon 
C. Gillies C. Gillies 
J.S. Conibear J.S. Conibear 
B. Anderson B. Anderson 
O. Frederickson O. Frederickson 

1922 1923 

J.S. Conibear Edmund L. Embury 
L. Robinson L. Robinson 
W. Mabon W. Mabon 
J.H. Scott J.H. Scott 
A.E. Cramer Geo Stephen 
T. Yeo T. Yeo 
O. Frederickson Peter Goodman 

J. Cobbe 

1912 1913 

C. Johnson C. Johnson 
J.W. Nelson J.W. Nelson 
J. Brinkworth J. Brinkworth 
A.W. Playfair A.H. Playfair 
J.S. Conibear J.S. Conibear 
B. Anderson B. Anderson 
O. Frederickson O. Frederickson 

1918 1919 

C. Johnson J.S. Conibear 
T. Graham Andrew Young 
G.C. Simpson G.C. Simpson 
C. Gillies C. Gillies 
J.S. Conibear A.E. Cramer 
Thos Yeo T. Yeo 
O. Frederickson O. Frederickson 

1924 

E.L. Embury 
L. Robinson 
J.E. Brinkworth 
C.A. Hamilton 
G. Stephen 
A. Oliver 
P. Goodman 

1925 

E.L. Embury 
L. Robinson 
J.E. Brinkworth 
C .A. Hamilton 
G. Stephen 
A. Oliver 
P. Goodman 

J. Scott 

1908 

H. Mabon 
H. Craik 
J.E. Brinkworth 
A. Gillies 
J. S. Conibear 
B. Anderson 
O. Frederickson 

1914 

C. Johnson 
J.W. Nelson 
W. Mabon 
A.W. Playfair 
J.S. Coni bear 
B. Anderson 
O. Frederickson 

1920 

J.S. Coni bear 
A. Young 
G.C. Simpson 
C. Gillies 
A.E. Cramer 
T. Yeo 
O. Frederickson 

1926 

E.L. Embury 
L. Robinson 
W.A. Cooper 
C.A. Hamilton 
G. Stephen 
A. Oliver 
P. Goodman 
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YEAR 
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WARD 1 -

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

REEVE 
WARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

REEVE 
WARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

REEVE 
WARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

YEAR 

REEVE -
WARD 1 -

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

REEVE 
WARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

REEVE 
WARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

REEVE 
WARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -
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1927 
E. L. Entbury 
L. Robinson 
W.A. Cooper 
C .A. Hamilton 
Geo. Stephen 
A. Oliver 
P. Goodman 

1933 
E.L. Embury 
J. Conrad 
W.A. Cooper 
C.A. Hamilton 
W.B. Hainstock 
H.V. Stefanson 
W. Christopherson 

1939 

H.E. Clark 
Alex Graham 
J.A. Mabon 
C.A. Hamilton 
W.J. Young 
W. Gudnason 
W. Christopherson 

W.E. Clark 
A. Graham 
J.A. Mabon 
C.A. Hamilton 
W.J. Young 
H.S. Sveinsson 
B.S. Johnson 

1951 
W.E. Clark 
R. Galloway 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
T. Mowat 
H. Sveinsson 
J.W.Christopherson 

1957 
J.A. Mabon 
Wes. H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
A. Forbes 
H.S. Johnson 
Elmer Johnson 

A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
D.J. Craik 
H. Sveinsson 
E. Johnson 

A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
S.W. Johnson 
D.J. Craik 
G.M. Sveinsson 
H. Arason 

1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 
E.L. Entbury E.L. Embury E.L. Embury E.L. Embury E.L. Embury 
L. Robinson Leslie Todd L. Todd L. Todd L. Todd 
W.A. Cooper W.A. Cooper W.A. Cooper W.A. Cooper W.A. Cooper 
C.A. Hamilton C.A. Hamilton C.A. Hamilton C.A. Hamilton C.A. Hamilton 
Geo. Stephen W.B. Hainstock W.B. Hainstock W.B. Hainstock W.B. Hainstock 
A. Oliver G.K. Nordman G.K. Nordman G.K. Nordman H.V. Stefanson 
W.C. Christopherson W. Christopherson W. Christopherson W. Christopherson W. Christopherson 

1934 

Walter E. Clark 
J. Conrad 
W.A. Cooper 
C.A. Hamilton 
W.B. Hainstock 
H. V. Stefanson 

1935 

W.E. Clark 
J. Conrad 
W.A. Cooper 
C.A. Hamilton 
W.B. Hainstock 
H. V. Stefanson 

W.Christopherson W.Christopherson 

1940 

W.E. Clark 
A. Graham 
J .A. Mabon 
C .A. Hamilton 
W.J. Young 
G.M. Sveinsson 
H.Christopherson 

1946 

W.E. Clark 
Richard Graham 
J .A. Mabon 
Percy Williams 
W.J. Young 
H. Sveinsson 
B.S. Johnson 

1952 
J .A. Mabon 
R. Galloway 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
T. Mowat 

W.E. Clark 
A. Graham 
J.A. Mabon 
C.A. Hamilton 
W.J. Young 
G.M. Sveinsson 
W.Christopherson 
to Sept/ vacant 

W.E. Clark 
R. Graham 
J .A. Mabon 
P. Williams 
Thos Mowat 
H. Sveinsson 
B.S. Johnson 

1953 
J.A. Mabon 
Alex Graham 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
Alex Forbes 

H. Sveinsson H. Sveinsson 
J.Christopherson J.Christopherson 

1958 
Alex Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
A. Forbes 
H.S. Johnson 
E. Johnson 

1964 
A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 

1959 
A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
A. Forbes 
H.S. Johnson 
E. Johnson 

1965 
A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 

J. Porter J. Porter 
Steini W. JohnsonS.W. Johnson 
D.J. Craik D.J. Craik 
H. Sveinsson G.M. Sveinsson 
E. Johnson E. Johnson 

1970 
A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
S.W. Johnson 
D.J. Craik 
Camiel Claeys 
H. Arason 

1971 
A. Graham 
W.H. :L~ _:::on 
Porter/Thomas 
f.W. Johnson 
D.J. Craik 
C. Claeys 
H. Arason 

1936 

W.E. Clark 
J. Conrad 
J.A. Mabon 
C.A. Hamilton 
W.B. Hainstock 
H. V. Stefanson 

1937 

W.E. Clark 
J. Conrad 
J.A. Mabon 
C.A. Hamilton 
R.B. Ramage 
H.V. Stefanson 

W.Christopherson W.Christopherson 

H.E. Clark 
A. Graham 
J.A. Mabon 
C.A. Hamilton 
W.J. Young 
G.M. Sveinsson 
Bjorn S. Johnson 

1948 

W.E. Clark 
R. Graham 
S.J. Cuthbert 
P. Williams 
T. Mowat 
H. Sveinsson 
B.S. Johnson 

1954 
H.S. Sveinsson 
A. Graham 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
A. Forbes 
H.S. Johnson 

W.E. Clark 
A. Graham 
J.A. Mabon 
C .A. Hamilton 
W.J. Young 
G.M. Sveinsson 
B.S. Johnson 

W.E. Clark 
R. Graham 
S. Cuthbert 
P. Williams 
T. Mowat 
H. Sveinsson 
B.S. Johnson 

1955 
H.S. Sveinsson 
A. Graham 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
A. Forbes 
H.S. Johnson 

J.Christopherson J.Christopherson 

1960 
A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
S. Forbes 
H.S. Sveinsson 
E. Johnson 

1966 
A, Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
S.W. Johnson 
D.J. Craik 
G.M. Sveinsson 
E. Johnson 

1972 
A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
John E. Thomas 
S.W. Johnson 
D.J. Craik 
C. Claeys 
H. Arason' 

A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
Donald J. Craik 
H. Sveinsson 
E. Johnson 

A, Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
S.W. Johnson 
D.J. Craik 
G.M. Sveinsson 
Herman Arason 

1973 
A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J .E. Thomas 
S.W. Johnson 
D.J. Craik 
C. Claeys 
H. Arason 

1938 

W.E. Clark 
J. Conrad 
J.A. Mabon 
C.A. Hamilton 
Ramage/A .. H. Coni bear 
Hm Gudnason 
W.Christopherson 

1944 

W.E. Clark 
A. Graham 
J.A. Mabon 
C.A. Hamilton 
W.J. Young 
Steve Sigmar 
B.S. Johnson 

1950 

W.E. Clark 
R. Graham 
James Porter 
P. Williams 
T. Mowat 
H. Sveinsson 
B.S. Johnson 

1956 
J.A. Mabon 
A. Graham 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
A. Forbes 
H.S. Johnson 
J. Christopherson 

1962 
A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
P. Williams 
D.J. Craik 
H. Sveinsson 
E. Johnson 

1968 
A. Graham 
W.H. Nelson 
J. Porter 
S.W. Johnson 
D.J. Craik 
G.M. Sveinsson 
H. Arason 

1974 
Steini W. Johnson 
W.H. Nelson 
J.E. Thomas 
Lawrence Davidson 
D.J. Craik 
C. Claeys 
H. Arason 



YEAR 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 

REEVE - S.W. ,johnson S.W. Johnson S.W. Johnson S.W. Johnson S.W. Johnson S.W. Johnson 
WI','<=; v:, E. Nelson W.H. Nelson W.H. Nelson J.Merton Nelso~ <T .tI.. Nelson J. ~l. Nelson 

~? - J.E. r~rhomas J .E. Thomas J.E. Thomas J.E. Thomas <T .E. Thomas J.E. Thomas 
3 - J.. Davidson L. Davidson L. Davidson L. Davidson Da'r:dson/Levreaul tGermain Levreault 
i, - D.J. Craik D.J. Craik D.J. Craik Craik!Parsonage Harry R. Parsonage H.R. Parsonage 
5 - C . Claeys Claeys/Wytinck Ed Wytinck Ed Wytinck Ed Wytinck Ed Wytinck 
6 - H. Arason H. Arason H. Arason H. Arason H. Arason H. Arason 

LIST OF R.M. OF ARGYLE SECREl'ARY- TREASURERS 

REEVE -
WARD 1 -

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -

1981 
S.W .. Johnson 
J.M. Nelson 
J .E. Thomas 
G. Levreault 
H.R. Parsonage 
Ed Wytinck 
Robert A. Sigvaldason 

1881 - 1887 inc. 

1888 - 1932 inc. 

1933 - 1940 

1940 - 1958 

1959 (Jan-May) 

Municipal councillors taken about 1907. Back Row: O. Frederickson, J. 
Strang, G. Cramer, W. Mabon, J. Harrower. Front Row: W. Craik, A. 
Gillies, J. Cobbe, B. Anderson. 

January, 1899 - A daring robbery took place in the 
town when two men entered the office of John Harrower, 
clerk of the municipality, and stated that they had come 
to pay their taxes. While Mr. Harrower had his back 
turned, getting necessary papers from the safe, he was 
accosted by the men and then bound and gagged. During 
the struggle, a revolver held by one of the assailants, went 
off, the bullet just missing Mr. Harrower's head. The 
men then looted the safe and made off with $700.00 of 
municipal funds. 

The Municipality of Argyle offered a $500.00 reward 
for information that would lead to the conviction of the 
offenders. 

William Stark 

John Harrower 

Gladys Harrower 

R. Carl Atkins 

Anna Nordman 

1959 - July 1964 

Oct 1964 - july 1965 

Nov 1965 -Mar 1966 

May 1966 - 1972 

Mar 1973 -

Eric Norberg 

Rodger D'Hoore 

Ernest J. Verity 

Charles E. Ross 

Anna Nordman 

1902 - A jail in Baldur was felt needed, as the following 
article in the Gazette states: "This town needs a lock-up. 
Disorderly conduct and profane swearing on our public 
streets is becoming too frequent an occurrence, and is 
exercising a demoralizing effect on the young mind. By
law 43 of the Municipality of Argyle provides for the 
punishing of these offences and the penalty as provided 
by by-law 39 is a fine not exceeding $20.00 and costs, or 
in default of payment, imprisonment for a period not to 
exceed 21 days." 

Municipal councillors taken in 1981. Back Row: J. Thomas, G. 
Levreault, S. Johnson, E. Wytinck, B. Sigvaldason. Front Row: M. 
Nelson, A. DeBaets, Assistant Sec.-Treas.; H. Parsonage, A. 
Nordman, Sec.-Treas. 
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"THE ARGYLE ICELANDERS" 

A gathering of Icelandersfrom the Grund and Bru districts, 1922. 
Back Row: Gisli Bjornson, Walter Frederickson, John Goodman, Paul Frederickson, Albert Oliver, Mrs. Landy, Siggi Landy, Gudmundur Nordman. 
Fourth Row: Byring Hallgrimson, Jonas Helgason, John Breidal, Mrs. Gudrun Goodman, Mrs. Bjorg Christopherson, Hernit Christopherson, 
Theodore Johannson, Mrs. Kristjana Johannson, Mrs. Paul Frederickson, Mrs. Kristbjorg Martinn, Mrs. [mba Eggertson, Mrs. Laura Nordman, 
Conrad Nordman, Bill Frederickson, Mrs. Gudrun Frederickson, Mrs. Margret Olafson, John Olafson, Mrs. Thora Wagstaffe, Magnus Nordal, Mrs. 
Bena Nordal, Mrs. Veiga Jonasson. Third Row: Mrs. Sigridur Helgason, Gunlauger Davidson, Mrs. Margaret Davidson, Oli Arason, William 
Christopherson, Tryggvie Arason, Mrs. Dora Anderson, Oli Anderson, Paul Frederickson, Mrs. Elsabeth Frederickson, Mrs. Lauga Johnson. Second 
Row: Mrs. Carrie Helgason, Miss Gudbjorg Goodman, Mrs. Sena Anderson, Jonas Anderson, Pete Goodman, Svein Sveinson, Bjorn Anderson, Mrs. 
Kristin Anderson, Arni Sveinson, Finnur Johnson. First Row: Axel Sigmar, August Arason, S.A. Anderson. 

"We who are here are Canadians first even though we are proud of our 
Icelandic origin because our Icelandic heritage has provided us with a 
background which we believe contributes a great deal to good 
Canadianism. " 
- words of John P. Sigavaldason in an address to the First Lutheran 
Church, Winnipeg, in 1964. 

In Iceland in the early 1870's, poverty was extreme and 
natural disasters such as volcanic eruptions and blocking 
of harbours by polar ice created discouraging hardships. 
Icelanders began immigrating to America, some sailing 
directly to Quebec, others to New York. Many of these 
found their way to Kinmount, Ont., but conditions there 
were bad. In October of 1875, Sigtryggur Jonasson, with 
the assistance of John Taylor, a missionary who was to 
become a lifelong friend to the Icelanders, moved the 
settlers to the Keewatin District north of Manitoba, along 
the shore of Lake Winnipeg. Here they established the 
"State of New Iceland" with its own constitution, laws 
and government, although in all except local matters, it 
remained under the authority of the Canadian Govern
ment. Hardships continued - the first winter set in 
unusually early and was extremely cold; there was a 
scarcity of food, warm clothing, and housing. Added to 
these problems, scurvy and other diseases took their toll 
of life. In 1876, a smallpox epidemic swept through the 
settlement and New Iceland was put under quarantine 
until 1877. The next three winters were so wet that hay 
crops were ruined and cattle were starving. 

Everett Parsonage, who had worked for John Taylor 
in Ontario, had settled at Pilot Mound and wrote to his 
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friends in New Iceland, encouraging them to come west 
and settle. In August, 1880, Sigurdur Kristofersson and 
Krist jan Jonsson set out to visit their friend, travelling by 
rowboat to Winnipeg, by steamer to Emerson, then 
walking by way of Nelsonville, camping at night on this 
three-day trek. Parsonage guided them in a northwesterly 
direction to an area where there were as yet, no settlers 
except two men, A.A. Esplin and G.J. Parry, who were 
living in a tent. Sigurdur and Krist jan were impressed 
with the land - much of it in rolling prairie grass with 
small lakes and wooded areas. It would be easy to break 
and there would be plenty of hay for cattle. When 
Parsonage rode to the crest of the hill overlooking the 
land near the present sight of Frelsis Church, he galloped 
back and shouted "I have found Paradise!" 

In the Nelsonville land office Sigurdur filed entry for 
the first homestead in the Icelandic settlement of what 
was to be Argyle - SE 10-6-14. He named his farm 
"Grund", an Icelandic word meaning grassy plain. At 
Nelsonville he also bought a scythe and walked back to 
his homestead to put up stacks of hay for the cattle in the 
spring. Parry and Esplin helped him. They were just out 
from England and had no experience in putting up log 
buildings. Sigurdur had some experience in this and he 
helped them build a cabin. 

A few weeks later Parsonage guided Sigurdur's father
in-law, William Taylor, along with Skafti Arason to the 
same area where they also took up homesteads. 

Meanwhile, John Taylor had arranged that Fridbjorn 
Fridriksson and Halldor Arnason, accompanied by 



several younger men, drive 30 head of cattle from new 
Iceland to Parsonage's for winter feeding. This was a 
long and difficult task, taking them several days just to 
get the cattle across the Assiniboine River. They ran out 
of food near Portage la Prairie. Stopping at a settler's 
cabin, they asked if he could let them have something to 
eat, but he was a very unfriendly fellow and gruffly told 
them to be on their way. It was getting dark, so they 
bedded down in a haystack not far down the road. They 
suspected it belonged to the mean farmer so at least they 
would get a cozy night's lodging out of him; if not food! 
After a time the stack began to rumble and move. Their 
first thought was of a volcanic eruption, but then an old 
sow ran out of the stack, frightened, no doubt, by their 
voices. They concluded that even the old sow must have 
been trying to get a good night's lodging from the mean 
fellow! Parsonage gave Fridbjorn and Halldor directions 
to Argyle and they also filed for homesteads. These then 
were the first six men to come from New Iceland to 
homestead in Argyle: Sigurdur, Krist jan, William, 
Skafti, Fridbjorn, and Halldor. 

The following spring, on March 15, 1881, the trek 
began with four men and their families: 

Skajti Arason: with his wife Anna and two children; 
one, two and one-half years, and a baby almost one year. 
He brought with him three work oxen and one pony 
hitched to four sleighs. On one sleigh, he had built out of 
lumber a small frame house 6' x 10'. He also had 10 
cattle. 

Gudmundur Nordman: came alone with two work 
oxen pulling two sleighs and all his belongings. 

Sigurdur Kristojersson: left his wife Caroline and two 
small children in Winnipeg with friends, to come out 
later. He brought his belongings in two sleighs and a few 
head of cattle. 

Skuli Arnason: brought all his belongings in two 
sleighs pulled by two oxen, and he had a few head of 
cattle. One sleigh was covered and he brought his wife 
Sigridur and four children - Lara just four years, Hannes 
nearly three, Gudny nearly two and a baby in its first 
year. 

It was a long, hard journey. They had one sleigh for 
hay which they bought when available. There were days 
when they had to do without and this was hard on the 
cattle. They travelled to Winnipeg, on to Portage la 
Prairie, then in a southwesterly direction. After 17 days 
they arrived on March 31, in the east end of the set
tlement near Skuli and Gudmundur's homesteads. 

The last day was a miserably stormy one. Late in the 
day it turned bitterly cold and snowed all night. When 
they arrived, some of the oxen were exhausted - during 
the last days they had to lighten their loads by leaving 
some of their belongings along the way (precious 
keepsakes in boxes). 

When night came, they camped together at a bluff near 
Skuli's land. The cattle were suffering from extreme cold 
and hunger, and in the morning one of Skafti's cows was 
dead. That day they reached the haystacks near Grund, 
and the small shanty of Parry and Esplin. These men 
became good friends to the Icelanders. The weary settlers 
camped near the shanty until April 15, Good Friday, 
when each went to their own land. The day was beautiful 

Sigurdur Christopherson 
(1848-1921). 

and mild, and in a few days the snow was gone. They 
camped and helped one another until their cabins were 
built. 

By the winter of 1881, there were eight families in the 
settlement, and by the next year there were 17. Within 10 
years the district was settled. Sigurdur made several trips 
back to Iceland as an immigration agent, and was suc
cessful in encouraging many of his fellow Icelanders to 
immigrate to his newly-adopted homeland. On one of 
these trips he was nearly thrown into jail - the Icelandic 
Government had begun to realize that they were losing 
many of their citizens to America, and did not take 
kindly to immigration agents luring their people away. 
Sigurdur persisted and in 1893, he brought back the 
largest group of Icelanders to come to Argyle at one time. 

By 1884, Skafti was able to report on behalf of the 
settlement: "We have 650 cultivated acres, 260 head of 
cattle, 62 oxen, 70 pigs, 60 sheep, 9 work horses, 2 
ponies, 2 colts, 6 mowers, 6 harnesses, 3 reapers, 2 
binders, 1 threshing machine, 13 wagons, 23 ploughs, 
and 12 harrows. " 

The settlers lost no time in organizing community life. 
Six schools were built by 1900; two Lutheran con
gregations were established and a large church built to be 
used jointly by them until a second could be built. The 
Ladies' Aid was organized; a lending library established; 
a Good Morals Club, and later a Good Templars Society 
were begun; three community halls were built which were 
the scenes of picnics, plays, tombolas, and dances. The 
Argyle Brass Band played for many of these dances and 
celebrations. In 1909, the Icelandic Women's Suffrage 
Society was organized; and later a Young People's Club. 
There were ball games played between the "Bush 
Rabbits" and the "Kangaroos" at Bush Rabbit Point on 
the Gudnason farm near Little Baldur. 

The Icelander's love of books is well known - in the 
evening in Icelandic homes someone would read aloud 
while others worked at mending, knitting, spinning and 
carding wool - so it was not unusual that they should have 
a community poet. This was Sigurbjorn Johansson, who 
would write poems for the many special occasions of 
those early years. His daughter Jakobina Johnson was to 
follow in his talented footsteps and have several books of 
poetry published. 
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Icelandic ponies owned by Krist jan Isjeld. 

Two post offices were begun in the earliest days of 
settlement - one at Sigurdur Kristofersson's home -
Grund; one at Jon Olafson's home which he called 
"Bru" (bridge). Eventually the settlement divided into 
two communities surrounding these homes - Grund and 
Bru. There was also a small store at Grund. Mail and 
supplies came from Millford, but when the railway 
reached Glenboro the store was no longer needed and 
only the mail came from Glenboro, then from Baldur. 

There were no doctors in those early days. Hernit 
Kristofersson was much in demand with his homeopathic 
medicines and cures. Later when a doctor did settle in 
Baldur, many families would still prefer to call on 

. Hernit's help. There were midwives, too. Peter 
Kristofersson's wife, Sigurvei'g Olafsdottir, was one of 
many of these ladies trained in Iceland. She carried a 
small needlepoint and leather satchel filled with 
medicines and necessary tools for delivering small babies 
into this world. 

There was still sickness - measles, diphtheria, ap
pendicitis - to take the lives of young and old. And there 
were still disasters - prairie fires, hail, and some flooding. 
In spite of these adversities, the Icelanders continued to 
work with an optimistic outlook, and to help each other. 
They counted themselves lucky to have good neighbours -
the farmers from Ontario who gave them invaluable help 
and advice. One of their best remembered friends was Joe 

Herb Christopherson with Icelandic Ram. 
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Cobb. In those early days before some of the Icelanders 
had learned fluent English, travelling salesmen would 
come to take advantage of them. When one unsuspecting 
settler signed a paper on an outrageous deal for pots and 
pans, Joe caught up with the salesman and told him to 
tear up the contract. The fellow refused until Joe lifted 
him off the ground by the collar and repeated "now tear 
it up". It was quickly done. Another story involving this 
huge Irishman took place on June 17, 1905, when the 
Icelanders were celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
settlement. A special train brought visitors from Win
nipeg. Upon reaching Skjaldbreid Hall at Grund, a tug of 
war was fought between Argyle Icelanders and the 
Winnipeg Icelanders. The visiting group had to their 
advantage a huge man who stood at the end of the line as 
anchor. But the Argyle team matched him with their 
equally powerful friend, Joe Cobb, who had also 
mastered the Icelandic language. When the strong man 
from Winnipeg looked down the ranks of the Argyle 

Sesselia Anderson spinning wool, about 
1930. 

team he asked suspiciously "Eru allir islendingar?" (Are 
all of you Icelandic), for it was a breach of rules to enlist 
"foreign" help. And Joe answered in fluent Icelandic 
profanity "Haltu kjafti, bolvathur kjaftaskuma!" (Hold 
your tongue, Big Mouth!). 

When the Icelanders immigrated here they brought 
with them their customs and beliefs. They would be 
pleased to know that many of these have been woven into 
the fabric that makes up our country of Canada. There 
are not many left who can tell stories about "Hulda 
folk" (little elves). Some Icelanders did not believe in 
them, but many did. It should be recorded here that one 
Icelandic lady insisted hulda folk lived in a small hill one 
and one-half miles north of Baldur - so beware when you 
drive by! You no longer see anyone wearing "skoes", the 
soft slippers made from sheepskin, but it is not unusual 



to see a lady dressed in her best wearing a modern lacy 
Icelandic shawl, or on a cold day, an Icelandic sweater 
knit from the wool of the unique long-haired Icelandic 
sheep. Many of the pioneers had some of these sheep 
imported here, as well as the sturdy Icelandic ponies. 
Both have disappeared from the scene. 

When you drop by some of the homes today you will 
still be invited in for "mola" coffee. If you're lucky you 
may find ponnukukur on the table as well. Skyr is still 

There is a story of an Icelander and an Irishman (a very 
good neighbour and friend of the Icelanders), who were 
carrying bags of oats up a set of stairs into the loft of a 
granary, during threshing time. They usually carried one 
bag at a time, but each being strong fellows, they wanted 
to show the other they could carry more than one bag at a 
time. One of them started carrying two, one on each 
shoulder. So the other, who didn't want to be outdone, 
carried one on each shoulder and one under his arm. The 
first man, who didn't want to be outdone either, carried 
one on each shoulder and one under each arm. The 
Icelander, to prove he was stronger yet, carried one on 
each shoulder, one under each arm and one by the teeth. 
The Irishman then called it quits, knowing that he could 
not follow suit. 

IF ONLY TREES COULD SPEAK 

Mighty oak tree standing tall, 
Tell us a tale, you've seen it all. 

Branches waving with such style, 
Your roots run deep within Argyle. 

Cradling secrets in your bough, 
You saw them then, you see us now. 

Sheltering the homes of your pioneers, 
You heard their laughter and their tears. 

Like a silent witness, so it seems, 
You knew the hopes and knew the dreams. 

What excitement you must have had, 
To have seen the good times and the bad. 

Mighty oak tree standing meek, 
What wondrous tales ijyou could speak? 

Lauren Jones 

made but in a much simpler method than the old way. At 
Christmas and special occasions visitors are often treated 
to open-faced sandwiches of rullupylsa on Icelandic 
brown bread, and of course vinarterta. The latter has 
become popular as wedding cake instead of the 
traditional fruit cake at the weddings of some of the 
young people. These young couples, many of them 
descendants of those early settlers, are returning to the 
farms. That would please the pioneers most of all. 

CANADA 

Expectant but free and lovely to see, 
Her eyes on the future bent, 
She waited his hand with treasures grand, 
Adorned for the proud event. 
When her dream came true, in the distant view 
The white man's ship was seen, 
Her exultant sight had him crowned with light 
A hero of stately mien. 

Refined was her face with courtly grace, 
Though her manner was all untaught. 
Her friendship was whole and pure her soul. 
And loyal her inmost thought. 
She welcomed his charms with open arms, 
Andfelt that their hearts were one. 
Her vision had grown and all her own 
A glorious day begun. 

He wrought from the grains of her golden plains 
A crown for his lady fair. 
With the laurel crown of ajust renown 
Hefounded a kingdom there. 
And the mountain walls of the royal halls 
Were mirrored in lake and stream, 
With their rooftree high as the azure sky 
Where standards of freedom gleam. 

Their sons prove the worth of their noble birth 
As heroes in word and deed. 
That reverence is due to their fathers too, 
With them is a sacred creed. 
And afoeman's gun finds them all as one, 
- They thrill to an ancient strain 
Of a battle cry from the days gone by, 
Whose glory shall never wane. 

Devoted and true to their country new 
Are Canada's sons today. 
And death alone shall have claimed his own, 
Ere they shall turn away 
With our strength untold which is tried and old, 
Our country shall reach her goal, 
Through the clearing haze of tongue and race 
United in heart and soul. 

Guttormur J. Guttormsson 
translated by 

Jakobina Johnson 
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VICTORIA "STONE" CHURCH 

Victoria Methodist "Stone" Church was built of local 
stone on the southwest corner of 21-6-14 and was opened 
for the first service in December, 1904. Rev. Seller was 
the first minister to preach in the church. Mr. Byring 
Hallgrimson made the pews for the church. 

Annual events at Victoria included a fowl supper every 
fall, followed by a concert. There were also many box 
socials, and Hecla and Mimir Schools held a combined 
Christmas concert in the church for many years. 

The church closed in 1943 due to lack of attendance. 
A cairn was later erected in memory of the pioneers who 
founded the church, and to the memory of the 
congregation. 

Victoria Stone Church. 

GLENBORO CEMETERY 

The Olenboro Cemetery is located near the northwest 
corner of Argyle Municipality, on the west half of NW 
33-6-14. The two original acres of land were accepted 
from James Ward and two more acres were purchased 
later. 

The records show that the first plot sold was in 1904. 
Bodies had been moved earlier from private land and 
from a burial ground near the former Victoria Church. 
Some monuments are dated 1891. 

Trees were planted at the start of the cemetery and 
recently fir trees were planted on the west side. 

In December, 1973, a by-law was passed giving the 
Municipality of South Cypress ownership. Today the 
village of Olenboro and the Municipality of South 
Cypress share the cost of maintenance. 

In 1971, a crypt was erected in the corner of the 
cemetery to aid in winter burials. 
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BALDUR CEMETERY 

On May 25, 1907, a meeting of the ratepayers was held 
for the purpose of forming a Cemetery Co. There already 
was a cemetery, known as Argyle Cemetery, three miles 
south of Baldur on SE 35-4-14, but owing to the distance 
from town, it created a hardship in winter, regarding 
transportation at the time of death with the opening of 
the grave, as well as the day of burial. 

At the organizational meeting of the Cemetery Co., 
Dr. Cleghorn was chairman and Alex Fowler was 
secretary. A Baldur Cemetery Co. was formed and five 
members were elected to the board, namely Oeo. W. 
Playfair, Joe Lyons, W.R. Price, Alex Fowler and J .E. 
Poole. J .E. Poole was president and Oeo. W. Playfair 
was secretary -treasurer. 

The directors approved the purchase of two acres of 
NW 12-5-14 from Mr. Tom Cramer. Shares were sold at 
$10.00 a share, and the meeting passed that each paid up 
shareholder be entitled to one plot (four openings) free of 
charge. 

Directors and officers changed as time went on, as did 
times and conditions of the cemetery. Caretaking was a 
hardship as funds were low. 

On April 13, 1953, a meeting was called and a board 
was elected, H. Lockerby - chairman, Mrs. J. Wray -
secretary-treasurer, with W.P. Cramer, Mrs. C. Dalman 
and A.O. Thorleifson. A general clean-up of the 
cemetery took place at which the Women's Institute 
managed a "food service". 

A caretaking fee was planned and each plot owner or 
next of kin were notified, and considerable funds were 
available. Later a "perpetual care" plan was established, 
which could be paid on previously owned plots, and at 
time of purchase. 

The cemetery was enlarged in 1954, when one acre was 
purchased from F.E. Cramer. This was landscaped and 
planned into plots (two openings). 

Various people have served a term on the cemetery 
board, with good direction and assistance. The present 
board consists of T. Johnson - chairman, M. Lockerby -
secretary-treasurer, with M. Fransoo, A. McTavish and 
H. Williams. 



Argyle Cemetery. 

ARGYLE CEMETERY 

Mr. John Strang owner of E 35-4-14 provided one acre 
of land in the southeast corner of his farm three miles 
South of Baldur, as a gift to the Municipality of Argyle, 
for a burying ground, with the understanding that 
council would select a board of trustees, and see that the 
Cemetery was cared for at all times, By-law No.4 on May 
1,1888. 

It was staked, and a plan was drawn up, by Mr. Bruce 
Waitt, of the Roseberry district. The first plot was 
bought in January, 1889 by Alex Kelso. 

Peter Strang was Secretary until 1894, James Strang 
from 1894-1919, H.H. Huffman from 1919-1943. The 
present Secretary is Dick Dearsley. 

MY FATHER 

Gentle spirit, kind and true 
Always thinking of what you can do 
To make life better for those you love -
You must be guidedfrom up above. 

Gentle spirit, strong and wise 
You told me "Never wear a disguise 
Just be yourself; and be honest and true -
Thinking of others is what one must do. " 

Gentle spirit, loving and giving 
You made me know how much life is worth living. 
You've given me memories to share and to treasure 
I love you today - I'll love you forever. 

Donna Skardal 
July, 1980 

I CARE 

I walked amidst the tombstones 
of those who used to care 

If I was sick or feeling blue 
or just needed a burden to share. 

I wandered on stillfarther 
I planted someflowers there 

I wanted to tell them all again 
That I still care. 

I don't know if they saw me 
or knew I was even there, 

But I planted them, oh, so careful 
Because I still care. 

Why did I leave it, quite so late? 
I could have said sooner, "I care ", 

Do I take too much for granted? 
And have no time to spare? 

For those around about me 
For whom I care? 

Why do my thoughts run rampant? 
And my words never flow 

To those who mean so much to me 
And need the most to know? 

Why can't I say "I love you"? 
Without choking up inside 

Why do I turn my head 
And run away to hide? 

I care! Yes, I care 
But it's hard to say it, so 

I hope by what I do each day, 
Somehow for sure, they'd know. 

Frances Gillies 

LORD 

We keep forgetting all those who lived before us, 
We keep forgetting those who lived and worked in our 
community 

We keep forgetting those who prayed and sang hymns in 
our churches before we were born 
We keep forgetting what our fathers have done for us. 
We commit the sin, Lord, of assuming that everything 
begins with us 

We drinkfrom wells we did not find, 
We eat food from farmland we did not develop. 
We enjoy freedoms which we have not earned. 
We worship in churches which we did not build. 
We live in communities we did not establish. 
This day, make us grateful for our heritage. 

Amen 
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ROCK LAKE GUN CLUB 

The Rock Lake Gun Club is the oldest continuously 
active trapshooting facility in Manitoba. It was 
established in 1912 by its founder, Joe Avery. A 
Remington hand trap operated out of a hole in the 
ground using a tent for a clubhouse. Targets came in 
barrels, like apples, and being fragile were often broken 
on arrival. Shells were paper and made in England by 
Eleys with 25 shells and targets costing 65¢. Targets alone 
today cost $1.75. 

The situation progressed to a mechanical trap and 
proper concrete trap house with a granary serving dual 
purpose until threshing time. In the late thirties a second 
"White Flyer Launcher" was installed and a clubhouse 
built on site. This building served until 1971, and is still 
used for storage. In 1972, a special opening of a new 
clubhouse occurred en June 10, with Manitoba Trap
shooting Association officials present and federal and 
provincial representatives in attendance. 

During the span of 71 years to date the Rock Lake 
Club had hosted many provincial tournaments. At
tendance at these championship meets started with 15 to 
20 and has grown to over 100 participants. Shooters, with 
ladies, veterans, junior and sub-juniors, are proficient as 
the men, and come from surrounding Saskatchewan, 
Ontario and the Dakotas. It is of interest to note that the 
Handicap Championship winner at the Labor Day Shoot 
receives the Avery Memorial Trophy honouring the 
founder Joe Avery and his son Jeff. 

Membership at present is about 75, derived from the 
surrounding 35 mile radius. The facility is totally modern 
witli one automatic and four electric traps. Construction 
is underway expanding kitchen and office area, making 
the building size 36 feet by 76 feet. 

The Club continues to flourish primarily because of its 
central location. The membership looks back with pride 
and ahead with promise. 

Trapshooting at Rock Lake Gun Club. 
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ARGYLE DROP IN CENTRE 

In the 1970's, Mr. Walker, the United Church Minister 
at the time, along with a group of citizens, felt there was a 
need in the community for a recreational centre for the 
older residents. 

A board of directors was formed on June 9, 1975, 
consisting of: President - Orval Breault, Vice-President -
Floyd Preston, Secretary - Nora Cooney, Treasurer -
Perc Williams, Directors - Harry Warrener, Allie Mc
Tavish, Stewart Gordon, Viola Fredrickson. 

With the money received from canvassing, they were 
able to go ahead and look for a suitable location for a 
hall, convenient to all residents. 

The Friendship Club, an adult group, which had been 
active for several years, rented the Legion Hall on Second 
Street for their use as a Drop In Centre. The hall and 
contents were sold for $1,500.00 with the option that the 
Legion members have the use of it on Memorial Day each 
year. The Friendship ciub dissolved and members 
became part of the Drop In Centre group. 

The hall was not large enough for planned a~tivities 
and the vacant Greenway hall was bought for $1.00, torn 
down in August, 1975, with volunteer labour. The 
women were kept busy, keeping the men supplied with 
nutritional needs - transporting same from Baldur to 
Greenway each day. 

In June, 1975, Mr. Leo Forrest from Winnipeg's New 
Horizon Organization, met with the board members to 
assist in the completion of the application for in
corporation, and became incorporated on July 24, 1975, 
being named Argyle Drop In Centre. 

The lumber from the Greenway hall was used to build 
an extension to the Legion hall for a games room. In 
September, 1975, the board delegated the following: 
Harry Warrener - head carpenter, and responsible for an 
electrician. Perc Williams - second carpenter. Angie 
Coni bear - third carpenter. Orval Breault - responsible 
for purchasing gravel for the base. The shingles were 
bought locally from Ralph Bannerman. 

Mr. Stupnisky from the New Horizons' Organization, 
assisted in obtaining a grant for $9,201.00 to support the 
hall development. 

By Oct. 16, 1975, all the outside work was done except 
painting the trim and placing the steps. Following this the 



walls inside were panelled and the ceiling tiled. A new 
sign was made and placed over the door. 

Four groups were formed with volunteer leaders -
Harry Warrener, Allie McTavish, Perc Williams, Viola 
Fredrickson. Each group took turns in being responsible 
for caretaking duties, fund raising and entertainment, 
alternating monthly but later changed to two weeks. 

On June 18, 1976, the official opening ceremonies were 
held with guests from neighbouring towns attending. An 
old-time dance was held in the evening. 

In 1977, the members joined the Westman Senior 
Citizens Council, in Brandon, which opened up new 
areas for seniors. The council meetings are held each 
month in Brandon, and any member may attend. There 
you meet members of organizations from other towns in 
the Westman area, who discuss and exchange views on 
their own group activities. Guest speakers bring seniors 
up to date on subjects that directly affect their living -
such as wills, rents, home improvements and educational 
interests. 

On July 28, 1977, the Drop In Centre hosted the 
Westman annual summer picnic which was well attended 
and a great success. 

Activities in the centre are varied, during the day, pool, 
shuffleboard and cards, and the ladies do quilting at 
times. Evening entertainment consists of card games 
every second week, slides, pot luck suppers, movies, live 
entertainment and occasional dances. 

The hall is rented out to organizations for teas, 
bazaars, family gatherings and meetings. 

BALDUR AND DISTRICT 
RECREATION ASSOCIATION 

The Baldur and District Recreation Association was 
organized in 1965. This association was set up and 
receives a yearly grant from the Rural Municipality of 
Argyle. The association helps to organize and gives 
financial help to clubs which pertain to sports, as well as 
purchasing sports equipment. Each year they sponsor a 
family banquet. 

The first officers of the association were: President -
Harry Parsonage, Vice-President - Ross Ramage, 
Secretary - Thora Gunnlaugson, Treasurer - J onina 
Sigvaldason. 

The Recreation Association's present officers are: 
President - Gordon Kentner, Vice-President - Norman 
Sigurdson, Secretary - Myrna DeKezel, and Treasurer -
Ted Dearsley. 

THE R.M. OF ARGYLE 
LODGE ASSOCIATION 

Baldur in the 1960's underwent a small population 
boom. As soon as a house was empty, it was snatched up. 
New houses were built but still there was the demand for 
more, especially among the single elderly who could still 
care for themselves but were not able to look after a 
house with all the inside and outside chores that should 

Argyle Lodge. 

be done. 
The Baldur Canadian Order of Forresters, after 

considerable private discussion, decided to try to help 
alleviate the situation. A public meeting was called for 
Oct. 11, 1967. This was a very well attended meeting with 
representatives from all the different local organizations 
present. A board of trustees was selected to plan the 
proposed Senior Citizen's Home. The personnel of this 
board were: Gordon Dalzell- chairman; George Fowler
vice-chairman; M. Lockerby - recording secretary; Thora 
Thorleifson - correspondence secretary; John Hiscock -
treasurer; and committee members W.S. Lockhart, R.O. 
McDougald, S. Beaufoy, G. Darling, W. Cooney and 
A.H. DeBaets. The municipal council later appointed 
Steini Johnson as a member to represent council. The 
original meeting selected the site for the project, on 
Fourth and Elizabeth. The R.M. of Argyle Association 
name was later chosen, indicating that it was a municipal 
effort rather than "a Baldur Only" project. 

From that date forward, it was a busy time for the 
planning committee, including obtaining municipal 
consent, other legal needs, government involvement, 
visits to neighbouring homes for ideas, obtaining an 
architect, and canvassing for donations. Very few said no 
and everyone worked on raising money. The architect 
was Mr. Boyle Schaeffer of Winnipeg. It was decided to 
have two semi double suites, designed for a wheelchair if 
required, and seven single rooms, plus a common or 
lounge room which would contain a kitchenette. 

Gordon Dalzell cutting the ribbon at the opening of the Argyle Lodge, 
assisted by H. Einarson, in June, 1970. 
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Donations of over $27,000 were received up until the 
opening date. Equipment, including stoves, refrigerators, 
washing equipment, and drapes were all paid for out of 
donations. 

Construction started on June 30, 1969, and was 
completed in mid December, 1969. Tenants moved in the 
last part of December. The first tenants were Mr. and 
Mrs. Archie McGillivray, and Mr. and Mrs. George 
Craik in the double rooms, with Mrs. Edith Lambkin, 
Mrs. Rose Lewis, Mrs. M. Bramwell, Mrs. M. Van 
Damme, Mrs. G. Gudnason, Mrs. Jean Scott and Mrs. S. 
Bateman in the singles. The official opening was held on 
June 22, 1970. There has been lO007o occupancy from 
opening date until the present. 

The meals served by Mrs. Winnie Conibear are bright 
spots in the week. She has served what only can be 
described as banquets every Tuesday and Friday since 
1972. The small sum she accepts for these meals can mean 
only one thing, she does it for love and goodness of heart. 

HEALTH CARE 

BALDUR HOSPITAL 

From the days of its inception public health was a 
major concern for the municipality. By the turn of the 
century there was usually at least one doctor in the 
community, and Dr. l.M. Cleghorn had been appointed 
the first medical officer of health. Midwives or doctors 
delivered most babies, and women were beginning to go 
to private nursing homes in town to have their babies; the 
nearest adequate hospital facilities were at Brandon and 
Carman. There is little doubt that many lives could have 
been saved and fewer hours of suffering endured if there 
had been a hospital here. For example, appendicitis, 
which today is considered a run-of-the-mill ailment, was 
often fatal. Anyone requiring surgery or long-term care 
had to travel to Winnipeg by train or later, to the 
government sanatorium at Ninette. 

Every year the council gave donations to city hospitals. 
In 1906, council granted $lOO.OO to the Winnipeg 
General Hospital; $25.00 to the Grace Hospital; and 
$25.00 to the Children's Hospital. 

Residents dreamed of having their own hospital. As 
early as 1901, Frank Schultz wrote a letter to the editor of 

The original Baldur Hospital, opened in 1950, as it appeared in 1959. 
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the "Baldur Gazette" stating that $200.00 had been given 
by the municipality to assist Winnipeg and Brandon 
hospitals. He asked why the council did not use this 
money to help establish a local hospital. Mr. Schultz 
promised that if the council would contribute to a 
hospital he would give the site and pledge $lOO.OO a year 
for five years. Nothing came of either this proposal or of 
Dr. I.M. Cleghorn's subsequent efforts to obtain a 
hospital. 

When Madge Teressa, the 15-year-old daughter of 
Walter Clark, later reeve and M.L.A., died of 
pneumonia in 1930, Walter vowed that he would work at 
establishing a hospital in Baldur. 

During the next 20 years several nursing homes were 
operated in Baldur. The last one was run by Mrs. 
Halldora Peterson, a competent midwife who later 
worked at the Baldur Hospital for many years. 

Mrs. H. Peterson and Dr. John Scatliffe with the second set of 
Warrener twins, born in Carl and Irma Atkins' house. This was Dr. 
Scatliffe'sfirst set of twins. 

The first real breakthrough in locating hospitals in 
rural Manitoba came when the Hon. Ivan Schultz, 
Minister of Health in the Campbell government, brought 
in a tentative plan to divide the province into districts of 
roughly three or four municipalities with one large fully
equipped hospital to do the surgery for an area. The plan 
provided also for several six-bed nursing units. However, 
this plan was unacceptable to most people in rural 
Manitoba. Everyone wanted the smaller unit in the local 
town to attract doctors, and so that patients would be 
closer to their families. 

Argyle council acted quickly and in 1948, the coun
cillors appeared before provincial hospital council asking 
that a hospital be built in Baldur. Argyle's financial 
standing at that time was the best of any rural 
municipality in Manitoba. Dr. Jackson, the Deputy 
Minister of Health, came to address a public meeting in 
Baldur and on Sept. 24, 1948, the council submitted a by
law to the ratepayers providing for the construction of a 
hospital. The by-law was approved by a vote of 247 for, 
141 against. Construction could now begin. 

As promised by Frank Schultz almost 50 years before, 
the Hon. Ivan Schultz donated the land for the hospital 
in memory of his mother, Mrs. Margaret Schultz, and 



$500.00 to furnish a memorial ward. The Baldur 
Chamber of Commerce also donated $500.00 to equip a 
ward. The Manitoba Pool Elevators made a donation of 
$3,000. Many personal donations were received as well as 
gifts from organizations like the Baldur, Grund, Bru, 
Greenway, Neelin, and Glenora Ladies' Aids, and the 
United and Anglican Guilds from Baldur. 

The next problem was the building itself. The council 
had an offer from the Department of Health to purchase 
for $4,500 a 15-bed hospital which had been used by the 
R.C.A.F. at Portage during WW 1. The building was 
long, low and rather narrow. The Building Committee 
and Mr. Jack Truelove, the local contractor, decided to 
dismantle it completely and truck everything to Baldur, 
where actual construction was begun on Aug. 9, 1949. 

The eight-bed Baldur Medical Nursing Unit No. 16A 
was officially opened on Aug. 8, 1950, exactly one year 
from the day construction had begun. The Hon. Ivan 
Schultz performed the opening ceremonies. In his address 
he stated that this was the most fully equipped hospital of 
its size ever built in Manitoba. Also present was Dr. 
Murray Cleghorn who stated that he was pleased that the 
dream of his father, Dr. 1.M. Cleghorn, of a hospital in 
Baldur had finally been realized. 

It is interesting to note that the final financial 
statement for the construction of the hospital indicated a 
total budget of $41,861.87 and a total expenditure of 
$40,037.66. 

However, financing became a problem in the day-to
day operation of the hospital. Before government 
financing through the Manitoba Health Services 
Commission the amount of money available depended on 
the number of patients under care - a few patients meant 
low income. Bookwork was complicated by separate 
charges for bed, drugs, X-rays and operating room. 
However, with the establishment of the M.H.S.C. in 
1958, this financial worry was partly eliminated. 

In 1955, landscaping was begun with the Prairie 
Nurseries of Estevan acting as advisors. The different 
varieties of shrubs, trees and evergreens have made the 
Baldur Hospital grounds very attractive. 

AN ADDITION BUILT 

When Dr. Hamwee was Chief of Staff in the late 
fifties, it became increasingly clear that the hospital was 
too small - as many as 22 patients were under care in a 
unit designed to hold at most 10. Therefore application 
was made for enlargement. However, the Hospital 
Commission decided to renovate all existing facilities as 
well as add a new wing. The blueprints prepared by the 
firm of Smith Carter and Seale Ltd. were accepted by the 
Hospital Commission and the Board. The Board ac
cepted a tender of $95,000. from Mr. J. Truelove and 
Mr. Ross Holder (over twice what the original unit had 
cost 10 years previously). The new unit was completed on 
July 1, 1961, after a year's work. The formal opening 
took place on Sept. 28, 1961. The Hon. Ivan Schultz was 
again present. 

When Dr. G.E. Hanks was appointed Chief of Staff in 
August, 1961, the hospital was renamed the Baldur 
District Hospital. Today, with Dr. Hanks, several 

neighbouring doctors are also on staff: the Drs. Abell of 
Wawanesa; Dr. D.B. Mitchell of Glenboro; Dr. D. 
Hanton of Crystal City; and Dr. G. Mabon of Somerset. 
The Killarney doctors are also available as needed. 

Baldur Hospital with addition in 1961. 

HEALTH UNIT DISTRICT 

In 1960, the Department of Health agreed to establish 
a Diagnostic Unit at the Hospital and to re-equip the x
ray and laboratory departments. The maintenance costs 
of salary and supplies were divided between the govern
ment and the municipality. This was the first step toward 
establishing a Health Unit District which now exists, and 
supplies a medical officer of health, a sanitation in
spector, a public health nurse, pre and post natal clinics, 
well baby clinics and also health and immunization 
programs. 

AMBULANCE 

Through an arrangement with Mr. W.R. Jamieson of 
Glenboro, the hospital has use of a fully equipped am
bulance primarily for local use. 

SHARED ADMINISTRATION 

In 1974, Baldur, Glenboro, Treherne and Wawanesa 
Hospitals joined together for the provision of shared 
administration and some shared services. 

BALDUR HOSPITAL STAFF -1950 

Dr. B. Jonsson - Chief of Staff 
Miss Frances Young - Matron 
Mrs. H. Peterson - Nurse 
Mrs. Ethel Skardal - Housekeeper and Cook 
Miss Stina Olafson - Laundress 

DIRECTORS OF NURSING 1950-1981 

Miss F. Young 
Mrs. S. Beaufoy 
Miss A. Van DerKooy 

Mrs~P. Holmes 
Miss D. Preece 
Mrs. P. Allen 

125 



Mis M. Doran Mrs. K. Gordon Mrs. I. Storie 

DOCTORS IN BALDUR 

Dr. I.M. Cleghorn 
Dr. J. Tisdale 
Dr. M. Cleghorn 
Dr. H. Meltzer 
Dr. Lawler 
Dr. M. Hjaltason 
Dr. E. Rutledge 

1894-1929 
1906-1910 
mid-I920's-1930 
1927-1930 (approx.) 
early 1930's 
1931-1934 (approx.) 
replaced various 
doctors on holiday. 

MUNICIPAL DOCTORS 

Dr. A. Keenberg 1936-1940 (remained in 
area in private practice) 

Dr. M. Yaholnitsky 1940-1946 
Dr. R. Yaholnitsky 1946-1948 
Dr. J. Scatliffe 1948-1950 
Dr. B. Jonsson 1950-1951 
(July, 1951 to May, 1952 - no doctor) 
Dr. G. Hermitte May, 1952-1953 
Dr. G. McDonald 1953-1955 
Dr. S.C. Henderson 1955-1956 
Dr. D. McNeil Sept. 28-0ct. 28,1956 

Dr. C. Hamwee 
Dr. G.E. Hanks 

December, 1956 
Feb. I-June 1,1957 
1957-1961 
1961-1969 (continues in 
private practice) 

BOARD MEMBERS (1950-1981) 

W.E. Clark 
G.O. Darling 
R.C. Atkins 
H.S. Sveinsson 
J.A. Porter 
Christina Black 
K.S. Johnsom 
L.D. Davidson 
Mildred McGill 
J. W. Christopherson 
J.E. Thomas 
Bonnie Johnson 
W.F. Cooney 
Germain Levreault 

T.G. Mowatt 
S.J. Cuthbert 
Rose Graham 
Nita Dalman 
Hanna Preston 
P.H. Williams 
John Hiscock 
G.H.Guilbert 
Joyce Parsonage 
S.W. Johnson 
Jean Ramage 
Sandra DeRuyck 
Grant Harrison 
Jack Stone 

BALDUR HOSPITAL AID 

In September, 1949, Judge and Mrs. George came to 
Baldur to organize a Ladies' Aid. Both Judge and Mrs. 
George explained how necessary it was that every 
hospital have a group of women who would dedicate 
themselves to work for their hospital and its needs. 

The local women organized the Baldur Hospital Aid 
and were soon involved in money-raising activities. 
Money raised from barn dances, raffles, pantry showers, 
serving dinners, card parties, teas and tag days was used 
to buy operating room instruments, a deep freeze and 
refrigerator. Over the years the Hospital Aid has helped 
provide an ambulance, parking lot, and air-conditioners. 
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In the fifties, a Belmont Auxiliary presented the 
hospital with a modern anaesthetic machine. 

THE EXECUTIVE - 1949 

President - Mrs. W. Lockhart 
First Vice-Pres. - Mrs. Nita Dalman 
Secretary - Mrs. B. Magnusson 
Treasurer - Mrs. W. Burton 

THE EXECUTIVE - 1981 

President - Mrs. G. Darling 
First Vice-Pres. - Anna Breault 
Secretary - Office is Vacant 
Treasurer - Joyce Davidson 

PERSONAL CARE HOME 

For a number of years the Hospital Board worked very 
hard to obtain a personal care home for those people 
needing long-term nursing care, but not ill enough to be 
in hospital. Finally, in 1979, the provincial government 
granted permission for the construction of a 20-bed 
personal care home, called the Baldur Manor, to be 
attached to the hospital facing south toward Highway 23. 
The L.M. Group of Winnipeg were the architects. 

Penners of Steinbach was the contractor, the total 
budget was over $1,000,000. The official opening took 
place Sept. 26, 1981. Present were Mrs. Jean Ramage, 
chairperson of the Hospital Board, the Hon. Brian 
Ransom, and H. Einarson, M.L.A. for Rock Lake. Mr. 
Walter Clark, whose dream the hospital had been, was 
also present at the opening and is now a resident in the 
Manor. 

The original staff of five in 1950 has expanded to 55. 
The hospital and manor are now the largest employer in 
the municipality. 

The official opening of the personal care home. Brian Ransom, Jack 
Murta, May Darling, (cutting the ribbon), Jean Ramage, and Henry 
Einarson. 
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"A prea.cher stern will be ficLe.od". 

A sketch of a favourite teacher, taken from an album of poems and drawings put together 
by the Hon. Ivan Schultz and his classmates at Baldur High School, around 1908. 



ANTONIUS 

Antonius School, taken in 1926, the year it opened. 
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ANTONIUS SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2127 

Antonius School District was one of the last districts to 
be formed in the R.M. of Argyle. On June 30, 1925, a 
meeting of 16 ratepayers of a proposed area consisting of 
sections 21,22,23, N 24,25,26,27,28, S 33,34, S 35, S 
36, all in 5-14, decided .to request of the Manitoba 
Department of Education permission to build a school to 
serve the area. Three trustees were elected for three, two 
and one year terms. They were Ami Johnson, Steve 
Antonius and Sigurdur Antonius. It was agreed that the 
name should be Antonius School. There was a lengthy 
discussion and debate regarding the site location. One 
proposed site was the NE corner of N 22-5-14 and the 
other was the SE corner of 27-5-14 (the old Sigurjon 
Christopherson place). A vote was taken and the 22-5-14 
site was chosen. If departmental approval was received, 
the two acre site was to be purchased from S.S. Antonius 
for $10.00. 

Approval was received and at a meeting in April, 1926, 
the school board was given power to set up a fund of 
$3,500.00 from the sale of debentures guaranteed by the 
R.M. of Argyle and the Manitoba Department of 
Education. Tenders were advertised, and let to contract 
Olafson and Crowe of Glenboro for the building of said 
school and outhouse less blackboards and cupboards for 
$1,800.00. A furnace was installed in the basement by 
W.G. Kilgour at a cost of $251.00. Kathleen McLeod was 
engaged as a teacher for the term at a salary of $700.00 
and school opened on Aug. 30, 1926. The register is 
missing for that first year, however enrolment in 1927-28 
was 17. In 1927, the barn was built and grounds were 
fenced. 

From such a beginning, the enrolment grew to a high 
of 24 in the early thirties. Rural school must have been a 
real challenge to the teachers of the day; sometimes 
overwhelming numbers - 24 students in nine grades of 
seven courses each, very limited facilities for libraries, 
chemistry or physics labs, poor heating and lighting 
facilities, not to forget the outdoor plumbing; com
municable disease, unpredictable weather, frozen water 
pump handles, poor clothing and no roads or con
veyances as are known today. Still, most of those who 
taught the rural schools were a capable lot and Antonius 
was fortunate in having seven such people. The teachers 
were: Kathleen McLeod for one year; Rebecca Anderson 

Back Row: Jack Johnson, Emily Johnson, Joyce Goodman. Middle 
Row: Tryggvi Johnson, John Antonius, Valdis Antonius. Front Row: 
Ramona Johnson, Leola Johnson, Dorothy Johnson. 
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Siggie Bjornson, Bjorn Johannesson, Steini Johnson, Albert Antonius, 
Wilmar Antonius, Victor Johnson, Chris Johnson, Mac Johnson, Pall 
Johannesson, Steve Antonius, August Thorsteinson, Edna 
Thorsteinson, Flora Johnson, Stena Bjornson, Saline Johannesson. 

for three years; Walter Hawn for four years; William 
Kelly for one year; Hugh Johnson for five years; Murray 
Craik for one year; and Gwendolyn Smith for one year. 

Rural schools usually played an important part in the 
social life of the district. Here was a place to gather, with 
an area easily cleared for dancing. This was a place for 
the hard-working families to meet, visit and share lunch. 
Also, it was a happy time for the young people to mix and 
meet while dancing to a violin and if lucky, a piano or 
organ. Many young couples started their life together 
having met at a schoolhouse dance. Antonius School did 
not have many such socials and dances. There were large 
homes in the district and house parties seemed easier to 
cater to from a kitchen and pantry, as well as having 
better barn facilities for horses in the winter. The 
"social" event of the rural school was always the 
Christmas concert. This production by pupils and teacher 
was unquestionably a very positive "plus" in the 
character development of those children attending rural 
schools. This once-a-year test of grit for the children 
often stood them in good stead later in life when 
decisions and community leadership were shouldered. 
Hallowe'en parties were also once-a-year things and 
involved only the students and their younger brothers and 
sisters. With no electricity and an evening of spooky 
games, the mile or two walk home in the moonlight was 
hastened with imaginary goblins and ghosts everywhere. 
There were some socials, whist drives and newlywed 
showers, but not to the extent enjoyed by some of the 
older schools. 

Antonius School had several dedicated people on the 
district board. S.S. Antonius, Ami Johnson, John M. 
Johnson, John Bardarson and Chris Skardal all gave 
much of their time and energy to the district's business. 
After closing the school in 1942, the board's function was 
to administer the transportation of the few students in the 
district to the Baldur School. 

In 1959, the Antonius District, along with Hola, Tiger 
Hills, Welsh, Wolseley, Greenway, Huff, Rosehill, 
Hamlin and Connaught voted for consolidation with 
Baldur School. So ended a short yet important era in the 
district three miles northwest of Baldur. 



B LDUR 

.. .... 

Baldur School, taken in January, 1982. 
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BALDUR 

Baldur in 1899, showing the newly built Fowler Block and P.F. Curtis's 
first store. 

Throughout the 1880's, the Municipality of Argyle 
became populated with homesteaders. These pioneers 
experienced many hardships and difficulties, common to 
the absence of market and railway facilities. Then one 
day came the assurance that the Northern Pacific 
Railway was to put a line through the district. This 
brought great relief to the farmers, as it would release 
them from the drudgery of long wheat hauls and would 
open up avenues for commerce and trade. 

In 1889, surveyors came, grading was commenced, 
giving work to farmers and their teams. Ties were put 
down, rails were laid and townsites chosen. Greenway 
and Belmont were placed, but the farmers in the Otenaw 
district and to the north and south of the present town, 
were not satisfied. They felt a station should be placed 
between Greenway and Belmont. A. W. Playfair 
protested by word .and pen against the placing of 
Greenway, as he wanted a station placed in the Otenaw 
district. 

Finally, the railroad townsite officials consented to 
placing another station between Greenway and Belmont. 
They chose a site, three miles west of the present town. 
Then came a tug-of-war. Jesse Chester, who farmed SE 
14-5-14, Reeve Peter Strang and Sigurdur Christopherson 
led in the protest against this site, as they felt it was 
unsuitable in every respect. Their choice was the present 
townsite. An engineer was sent out again, with in
structions to survey a piece of land one mile west of the 
present townsite. But Mr. Chester was determined to 
have his way, and he induced the engineer to survey the 
present site, and he hauled the surveyor's equipment to 
the ground. 

Finally, in the spring of 1890, the site was promised 
and the land was purchased from Mr. M.T. Creamer and 
Mr. Taggart, for $7.00 an acre. Before the title had even 
been obtained for this site, lots were being selected and 
buildings in the course of erection. 

Then came the decision of naming the town. One of the 
railway officials, Mr. Lehorn, suggested the town be 
named Chesterville, after Jesse Chester. Sigurdur 
Christopherson, "father" of the Icelandic pioneers, 
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wished to name the town after a pretty flower, but could 
not find a suitably named flower in the district. So he 
suggested the name of a beautiful Nordic god, the pure 
radiant god of innocence and summer sun, namely 
"Baldur". Baldur was the son of Odin the supreme god 
and creator, the son of Grigga, goddess of married love 
and of the hearth. After many arguments and a decision 
made by vote, the name "Baldur" was adopted for the 
town, which was about to become the leading center of a 
rapidly growing community. 

Previous to this, Mr. A.E. Cramer had moved the old 
creamery, often referred to as the cheese factory (of 
which Mr. Brown was the cheese maker) from his land, to 
the present site of Gordon's Tire Service in Baldur. He 
then sold it to G.W. Griffiths for a general store, in the 
spring of 1890, even though the townsite was not settled. 
Later, the street on which the Griffith's store stood, was 
named Elizabeth, after Mr. Griffith's wife. 

In the fall of 1889, Mr. G.W. Playfair had undertaken 
grain buying for the Bawlf Grain Co., first at Greenway, 
later building a spur at the track on the land soon to 
become the townsite of Baldur. He had a building moved 
from his farm, which he used as an office beside the spur. 
Here he handled business for his winter grain buying, 
(The grain was brought in by sleigh). After the townsite 
question was fully settled, Mr. Playfair moved the office 
building to the front street of the town and opened up in 
the lumber, furniture and coal business. 

During the building of the railway, the workers 
frequently went to Chester's for meals and farm produce; 
they persuaded J esse Chester to build a boarding house 
commonly known thereafter as the Chester House. 

Other pioneer businessmen in Baldur in 1890 were: 
Sigurdur Christopherson, who was the Icelandic Im
migration officer and who built an office; William 
McKnight, who built a carriage and blacksmith shop; 
Thomas E. Poole, hardware merchant and tinsmith, who 
erected a hardware store; A.E. Cramer, who built a two
storey building which was used as a saddlery shop by 
C.W. Watson; G.W. Cramer, who built a blacksmith 
shop, operated by Harry Goodman. 

Each year, as more settlers came into the district, the 
growth of the town was steady. By 1898, Baldur had a 
population of 400 and had the following business houses 
and other requirements: four general stores, one hard
ware store, three fruit and confectionery stores, one 
butcher shop, three general blacksmiths, one machinist, 
one bake shop, one banking institution, two financial 
and real estate offices, two implement agencies, three 
bicycle agents, two hotels, two lumber merchants, one 
furniture and undertaking store, one bookbinder, one 
shoemaker, contractors and builders, one newspaper, 
two doctors, one veterinary surgeon, two livery and feed 
stables, two sewing machine agents, one society hall, one 
private school, three elevators, one grist mill, municipal 
office, one constable, two justices of the peace, one piano 
and organ agent, two churches, and a skating and curling 
rink. 

In 1898, Frank Schultz, a real estate agent, purchased 
the townsite from the Northern Pacific Railway. 



BALDUR SCHOOL 

The first school built in this district was the Tiger Hills 
School on the McDonald homestead, in 1883. This 
school was situated two or three miles to the southwest of 
present day Baldur. The first teacher was Mrs. Jesse 
Chester, who went to school each day from her 
homestead, which was a half a mile northwest of Baldur. 

In 1891, with the development of the town of Baldur, it 
was found necessary to form a new school district, which 
included parts of Tiger Hills and Otenaw, and was called 
Simpson School District. The name Simpson was given in 
honour of the surveyor who obtained the school site from 
the Northern Pacific townsite company. 

School classes were first held in Baldur in 1891, in the 
upper room of the building where C. W. Watson operated 
a saddlery shop, with Miss Jeannie Wells as the teacher. 
The first trustees were Joe Wray (Chairman), G.A. 
Griffith, and Albert Cramer. 

In 1892, the first school in Baldur was built, the lower 
room being used for school purposes and the upper room 
was used as a lodge room and public hall. Miss J. Wells 
was the first teacher. 

In 1897, a second teacher was found necessary, and 
Miss Ada Clark was engaged for the lower grades and 
Mr. S.H. Horn took the higher grades. 

In 1897, a move was taken towards the founding of an 
intermediate department. But it was not until January, 
1901, that it was finally established. The credit for this 
step was due chiefly to the interest taken in educational 
matters by the chairman of the board, Mr. Frank 
Schultz, and to the untiring energy of the principal, Mr. 
D.J. Hartley. 

In 1902, a third teacher, Annie Playfair, was added to 

Three classes of Simpson School taken at Fowler's home in 1902. 

the staff and the principal's class was moved to the hall in 
W.O. Fowler's block. 

About this time, a bill relating to centralization of 
schools was passed by the local legislature and created 
much interest throughout the province. Great efforts 
were made by the trustees and the principal of Baldur to 

induce the rural schools to organize under the new 
system. Meetings were held and the scheme thoroughly 
explained by the Hon. Colin H. Campbell, and by the 
Deputy Minister of Education, Mr. R. Fletcher. The 
great problem in the minds of those interested, was the 
transportation of the children. No solution of the dif
ficulty was offered, so the matter was dropped. 

Simpson School built in 1905. 

In the meantime, discussion had been going on about 
the construction of a new school. After much voting and 
arbitration over the site of the new school, it was 
finally decided by a vote, to erect a building on the old 
site. As a result, in 1905, Baldur's second school was 
erected. It was a brick veneer building, 58 feet, 6 inches 
by 33 feet, 10 inches, walls 30 feet high on a stone 
foundation. It had a cottage roof surmounted by a bell 
tower and sliding flag pole. A center flight of steps led up 
to the main entrance of the school, into a vestibule with 
steps leading to the hallway of first floor, at the end of 
which were two cloak rooms. There were two class rooms 
on this floor. Two staircases led to the second floor, 
where there were two more classrooms and a library. In 
the basement there were two large playrooms (which were 
later converted to classrooms) and a laboratory. The cost 
of the building was $9,000.00. At the time of the building 
of that school, the school board consisted of: Mr. 
Christian Johnson, chairman; Mr. Alex Fowler, sec.
treas.; Mr. Thos. E. Poole and Mr. Frank Schultz. 

The old Simpson schoolhouse had been sold at a public 
auction and was bought by Frank Schultz for $420.00. 
He had it moved to First Street where later it was made 
into the John Sveinson home. 

In 1915, Simpson School District became the Baldur 
School District. Previous to this, the school district at 
Hnausa, Man., had been called Baldur. On the advice of 
the Department of Education, the trustees of the school 
district at Hnausa relinquished the name 'Baldur', which 
made it free to be adopted by the trustees of the Simpson 
School District. 
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The senior class of Simpson School in 1912. Back Row: Mabel Miller, Emma Cornock, Jean Smeaton, Jean Houston, Lizzie Hiscock, Ethel Miller, 
Jane Mabon, Sadie Gillies, Lena Davidson, Ena Sinclair, Vera Cramer, Muriel Rankin, Jean McLennan, Margaret Strang. Front Row: James Aitken, 
Numi Hjalmarson, Alvin Porter, Eric Marten, Principal Mr. W.A. Shannon, Morris Miller, Roy Huffman, and Murray Fowler. 

Throughout the 1930's, the Baldur School choirs under 
the leadership of Mildred Bateman achieved great success 
at Brandon Music festivals, bringing home the shield for 
several consecutive years .. Great credit was given to 
Mildred Bateman who had achieved an enviable 
reputation in the training and conducting of school 
chofrs. 

After consolidation, with the increased number of 
students, classes were held in the basement of the old 
school and in the hall in 1960-61. 

The new Baldur Elementary School opened in the fall 

Baldur School Grade 7-8, 1950. Bottom Row: Marjorie Pilla, Nita 
DeSlyper, Jla Clark, Zelma Cooper, Dorothy Webb, Coreen Scott, 
Irene Gagnon. Second Row: Maxine Reykdal, Donna Dearsley, 
Marjorie Anderson, Hunter Carmichael, George Carmichael, Donnie 
Gordon, Johnny Bannerman, Florence Stilwell, Germaine Gagnon. 
Third Row: teacher Miss Bateman, Lloyd Reykdal, David Holmes, 
Mary Van Den Bossche, Lucille Cahill, Marguerite Christopherson, 
Nora Woodworth, Dunny Magnuson. 
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of 1961, accommodating grades I to VIII. The building is 
situated just north of Highway 23, on the. east end of 
Baldur. The original staff included Doris Stone, Sena 
Gunnlaugson, Rene Scott, Madge Holder and Sam 
Yaremchuk (principal). Wilbur Nordman was custodian, 
and remained in that capacity until his retirement in 1981. 

The Tiger Hills School Division was formed in 1959, 
but each local school had its own governing school board 
for the elementary grades until 1970. The last trustees of 
the Baldur School Board were: Tony Beaufoy - secretary
treasurer; Tryggvi Johnson; Dr. G.E. Hanks; Roy 

Baldur School Grade 4-6, 1955. Bottom Row: Ross Embury, Billy 
Warrener, Lyle Atkins, Kenny Oliver, 1nga Bjornson, Faye Guilbert, 
Lois Lockerby, Loreen Bardarson, Roger Clark, Brian Carroll. Middle 
Row: Richard Holder, Diane Freedy, Patsy Christopherson, Barbara 
Lockerby, Alice Giroux, Myrna Carroll, Donna Embury, Elaine 
Bannerman, teacher Miss Gunnlaugson. Top Row: Leo Giroux, Billy 
Jansen, Terry Starr, Garth Lockerby, Merle Reykdal, Reggi Cahill, 
Brian Cramer, Billy Frederickson, Osie Lodge. 
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The staff of the new Baldur Elementary School which opened in 
September, 1961. W. Nordman, Custodian; Rene Scott, Madge Holder, 
Sena Gunnlaugson, Doris Stone, and Sam Yaremchuk, Principal. This 
picture was taken at the retirement party held for Wilbert Nordman in 
1981. 

Campbell; Calvin Darling and Ross Ramage. During this 
time, Baldur also had a trustee on the division board, 
representing the high school. 

Welsh School was brought in and located beside the 
new elementary school in 1969. It was used to ac
commodate the new kindergarten class, with Sharon 
Bannerman as the first kindergarten teacher. 

In 1976, the old high school was condemned and a 
modern high school was built adjacent to the elementary 
school. The new facility included a gymnasium and a 
kindergarten room, and the gym in the elementary school 
was converted into a library. The old kindergarten 
building was used for storage, and in 1981, plans are 
being made to have it removed. 

The first staff of the Baldur Elementary and High 
School was: Vic Thiessen (principal), Sam Yaremchuk 
(vice-principal), Val Crowe, Mavis Menzies, Simone Van 
Damme, Gordon Kentner, Edith Richmond, Murray 
Smith, Phil Crowe and Ann Hanks. 

A Baldur School Reunion was held in 1976. A cairn, 
with a plaque commemorating all the Argyle Schools, 
was erected on the site of the present Baldur Elementary 
and High School. The bell, which had been donated to 
Simpson School by the Hon. Thomas Greenway in 1899, 
forms the top of the cairn. 

The exterior of the elementary school was remodelled 
in 1980-81, and renovations scheduled for 1982, include 
office and staff room enlargements. 

The unveiling of the cairn commemorating the school districts which 
consolidated with Baldur. The bell on top of the cairn was the bell given 
to Simpson School by Thomas Greenway. 

Over the years, new courses introduced in the school 
include typing and computer courses. There is also a full 
music program, including theory, choir and band in
struction. 

In 1980, a Fowler Scholarship was established, in 
memory of Alexander Fowler and George Raymond 
Fowler. It was first presented in the 1980-81 school term, 
to the graduating student going on to further education, 
as selected by the Baldur High School staff. It is to be an 
annual scholarship. 

THE BALDUR UNITED CHURCH 

Baldur United Church and manse. 

The churches of Canada kept pace with the im
migration of the settlers into the Prairie Provinces, and 
endeavoured to satisfy the social and spiritual needs of the 
people. The Church was the religious and social centre in 
every community, where faith and hope were revealed 
and grace and strength were received to face the disap
pointments and difficulties of pioneer life. 

Rev. Bill came from Crystal City occasionally to hold 
services in the homes of the settlers, and local preachers -
Little John Playfair - held services more often about the 
time Rev. Andrew came from Stockton to the Grund 
District and held services in the homes there. There was 
real church union in those days. Homes and school 
houses were open to ministers of all denominations. 

The first resident Methodist minister was Rev. James 
Hoskins who came in 1884. Probably it was at this time 
that Otenaw Circuit was organized. It was composed of 
Otenaw, Excelsior, Grund, Rosehill and Belmont. At 
that time there was no parsonage. Like many of the 
pioneer preachers, he ministered to a large circuit. Before 
the coming of the railway there were many settlers in the 
area between Otenaw and Belmont who helped build a 
church - Bethel - which was located on the W.J. Welsh 
farm. When the railway came through in 1889 and a 
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town, Baldur, was started, plans were made to build a 
parsonage in the town. During the ministry of Rev. 
Oliver Darwin, Bethel Church was moved into town to 
the site of the present United Church and the parsonage 
was completed. The Darwin family moved in from the 
farm home of Mr. Peter Strang where they had been 
living. 

These years must have been active ones. There was a 
large Sunday School under Mr. Charles Couzens, a large 
Bible Class led by Miss Annie Playfair, and an active 
Epworth League. Some of these groups met in the old 
schoolhouse. 

In 1898, there was a change of circuit boundaries and 
the Grund appointment was transferred to Glenboro. It 
later became known as Victoria. About the same time the 
Presbyterian Church was holding regular services in 
Excelsior School and the residents were attending services 
there. 

Plans had been made to build a larger church in Baldur 
and this was done in 1904. The cornerstone was laid by 
Mr. Chas. Couzens. The first service of worship and 
dedication was Oct. 14, 1904. Rev. Hamilton Wigle, a 
former minister was guest speaker for the occasion. The 
pulpit was a gift from him. Rev. Miller, the resident 
minister, presented the pulpit Bible, and the big organ 
was a gift of the Epworth League - Bethel's Young 
People. 

The work of the Church also carried along in the 
Sunday School and Epworth League. Mr. Couzens was 
succeeded by Mr. A.F. Bateman for a short time and he 
was followed by Mr. F.S. Schultz who was leader for 
many years. Teachers and students came from other 
churches. The vital part of the Sunday School in the life 
of the church was due to the faithful service of teachers 
such as Mrs. Lou Schultz, Miss Bateman and others who 
served many years. The older pupils had organized 
classes - True Blues and Knights of Honor. The Sunday 
School Library filled a real need in the students' lives and 
was a popular spot for many. A dramatic society was 
organized, and it was active for many years. The piano 
was a gift to the Sunday School from that group. 
Christmas concerts were an important part of the pupils' 
lives, and the Sunday School picnic was a real event. Mrs. 
Schultz organized the first C.G.I.T. and the boys were in 
Trail Rangers and Tuxis Square. 

Ministers did not back away from moral and social 
issues and many were the heated discussions which 
followed church services. 

Church union came in 1925. Belmont became a 
separate charge. Members of the Tiger Hills 
congregation, which had been formed about 1914, were 
invited to join either the Belmont or Baldur 
Congregation. Glenora and Greenway became part of the 
Baldur charge. Rev. Gilbert Curtis was the first minister. 
He had served with Dr. Grenfell in Labrador, and had 
developed serious pleurisy at the time. He suffered a 
relapse during his first year in Baldur. 

Soon the depression came and Baldur charge like all 
others, struggled to stay alive and to carryon. These 
years were followed by WW II - another sad and difficult 
time. As had happened in WWI, many young folk were 
in the services and some made the supreme sacrifice. 
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Rev. E.P. Johnston breathed new life into the com
munity and congregation when he came. The Sunday 
School had carried on under Mr. Stanford and youth 
groups continued for many years. The first Community 
Vacation School was organized and it carried on for some 
time. It was during this time that the gallery in the 
Sunday School room was floored over and the church 
obtained much needed club rooms for youth activities. 

The manse was renovated in 1953, and was made a 
much better home for ministers.' 

In 1957, an electric organ was installed and dedicated 
to the memory of the pioneers of the community. A 
Memorial Fund, from which various items for the 
Church have been purchased, was established in 1961. 

Over the years it had been realized that there was a 
need to be part of a larger charge. Population was 
declining, church attendance was dropping, Sunday 
School observance was disappearing, and the charge had 
been experiencing great difficulty in securing an ordained 
minister. Glenora became part of Baldur Congregation 
and Greenway joined later. 

In 1975, Baldur Charge amalgamated with Belmont 
and became known as Baldur-Belmont-Hilton charge. It 
became part of Brandon Presbytery and Rev. Bruce 
McNeill was the Minister. Today, the charge is served by 
Rev. Marilyn Rushton - the first woman minister among 
the Baldur United Ministers. 

Rev. Jas. Hoskins 
Rev. W.G. Wilson 
Rev. Oliver Darwin 
Rev. H. Wigle 
Rev. J.H. Joslyn 
Rev. T.B. Wilson 
Rev. J.H. Miller 
Rev. F. Buckley 
Rev. E.J. Hopper 
Rev. Dr. Patterson 
Rev. J .E. Lane 
Rev. H. Dodd 
Rev. Wm. Rowan 
Rev. G. Lord 

METHODIST 

UNITED CHURCH 
Rev. G.S. Curtis 
Rev. M. Nixon 
Dr. B.W. Allison 
Rev. F.J. Palmer 
Rev. J.H. Stewart 
Rev. J. Barber 
Mrs. Finlayson 
Rev. E.P. Johnston 
Rev. G.M. Lake 
Rev. N. Gostonyi 
Rev. F. Markowsky 
Rev. A. Armstrong 
Rev. B. Pierce 
Rev. L. Hutton 
Rev. C. Walker 
Rev. Bruce McNeill 
Rev. Marilyn Rushton 

1884-1888 
1888-1890 
1890-1892 
1892-1895 
1895-1898 
1898-1901 
1901-1904 
1904-1907 
1907-1910 
1910-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1922 
1922-1924 
1924-1925 

1925-1926 
1926-1929 
1929-1936 
1936-1940 
1940-1948 

1948 
1949 

1949-1953 
1953-1958 
1958-1961 
1961-1962 
1962-1964 
1964-1966 
1966-1969 
1969-1975 
1975-1979 

1979 



MEMORIAL GIFTS 

Silver Baptismal Font 

Communion Table 

- Rev. and Mrs. E.P. 
Johnston 
- Family of Mr. and Mrs. 
W.J. Welsh 

Electronic Organ 
Plaque to Pioneers 
District 

- Descendants of Pioneers 
of 

Altar Cross 
Electronic Chimes 

Book of Remembrance 
Cabinet for Memorial Book 
Pulpit Bible 

Silver Paten 
Hymnaries 
Salman's Picture "Follow 

- Hon. Chief Justice Ivan 
Schultz 
- Miss Mildred Bateman 
- Descendents of Little 
John Playfair's family 
- Greenway Community 
- Baldur Session 
- Family of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jas. Scott 
- High C. Group - 1962 
- e.G.I.T. Group - 1962 

Me" - Explorers Group - 1962 
Silver Communion Bread 
Plates - Mr. and Mrs. J. Truelove 
Offering Plates - Mr. and Mrs. George 

Fowler 
Plaque of "Last Supper" - Mr. and Mrs. Philpott 

UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

Through the many decades that the church has helped 
to serve the spiritual needs of this community, the women 
of the congregation have given freely of their time, 
energy, resources and love to support its life and work. 

Organized first as the Ladies' Aid Society, the group 
was still operating as such when Presbyterian and 
Methodist Churches became united in 1925. The women 
of the United Church continued as the Ladies' Aid until 
1930, when they became the Women's Association. 
Finally in 1962, a new federated organization was 
brought about, combining the Women's Association and 
the Women's Missionary Society, which had functioned 
as a separate group from its origin in 1896. Since 1962, 
the United Church Women has carried on both branches 
of the work. 

Meetings of the U .C. W. are held approximately once a 
month, opening with a devotional period of hymn, 
scripture, article for meditation, and prayer, thus 
carrying on the tradition of the W.M.S. This is followed 
by the business discussions and decisions. Finally, there is 
a social period and lunch. 

Through the years, the L.A., W.A. and U.C.W. have 
raised funds in many ways: by membership fees and 
offerings at meetings; by bazaars, teas with bake sales, 
and anniversary dinners; by catering at bonspiel 
banquets, wedding receptions and other special oc
casions. Lately, even quilt making has become a lucrative 
activity. 

The money thus raised has provided funding to help in 
the upkeep of Church and Manse. The u.e.w. sponsors 
the "Observer", every family plan, and have helped 
youth groups such as C.G.LT. and Explorers. The sick, 

bereaved and shut-ins are remembered with cards, 
flowers and gifts. The group contributes to a Mission and 
Service Fund and two Bursary Funds, one of which serves 
native people. 

Regular contributions are sent to church-supported 
educational institutions such as St. Andrew's College at 
Saskatoon, Prairie Christian Training Centre, Rock Lake 
Church Camp, and Pelican Lake Training Centre. The 
U.C.W. also donates to the Student Christian Movement 
in Winnipeg Colleges. 

Among other worthy causes receiving yearly support 
are: Canadian Bible Society, Canadian Red Cross, 
Children's Aid, John Milton Society, Alcohol and Drug 
Education, Heart Fund, Arthritis and Rheumatism 
Fund, and Leprosy Mission. 

This story must, of necessity, be brief. However, if it 
helps to open the flood-gates of memory, it will have 
served a useful purpose. There are many stories of the 
pioneers which are well remembered; stories of courage 
to endure hardship, tragedy, and deprivation. The 
pioneers carried on by faith in God and in each other to 
leave a precious heritage to succeeding generations. 

They built churches and established congregations, and 
met regularly to worship God in the firm belief of His 
reality and His ability to sustain their lives. Remember 
them with gratitude and earnestly follow their example. 

TO BILLIE 
this poem was written by 

Baldur United Ladies' Aid 
in recognition of the many times 

Bill Fowler helped them serve 
their dinners and teas 

The afternoons our Ladies' Aid convenes 
To plan bazaars and money making schemes 
We first divide in groups of one, two, three 
And choose who brings the cake, who makes the tea 
Each member has her own alloted spot 
But Billie is the boss of all the lot. 

It makes no difference what we may decide 
It may be dinners with all that's implied, 
From chickens roasted, salads, jellies, tarts 
Food sure to please all eyes and cheer all hearts 
Each lady, young or old, or tall or short 
Depends on stalwart Bill to hold thefort. 

The years slip by, new members come and go 
We gladly greet, to lose them is a blow 
That'sfelt by all. On this point we agree 
With Billie at the helm our worries flee 
He's proved to us, the old proverb is true 
That is, too many cooks will spoil the brew. 

We've gathered here, as many as we could, 
Each one intent on showing as she should 
How very, very grateful we can be 
To one who makes the coffee and the tea 
We hope you'll take a well-earned holiday 
But not one tea we'll hold while you're away. 
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WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

The Women's Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Church was organized in November, 1906, and held its 
first regular meeting in December. Nine members were 
enrolled, but many more soon joined. 

After the opening devotional period, the President, 
Mrs. F.A. Buckley, gave a short address on the work of 
the W.M.S., which was followed by a discussion 
regarding practical services which might be undertaken. 
So, you see, their minds were on the basics from the 
beginning: worship and service. 

At the January meeting it was decided to send a box of 
clothing to All People's Mission in Winnipeg. This was 
shipped before the end of the month, and was promptly 
acknowledged by Rev. H. Wigle, Superintendent of the 
Mission, who earlier had been a resident minister of 
Baldur Methodist. 

So the W.M.S. had its beginning, and it continued to 
grow and serve, with always an emphasis on worship, 
Bible and mission study, prayer and service. Their 
watchword was, "Not by might nor by power, but by 
My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." 

It is interesting to note that in 1910, a combined 
meeting was held to consider the advisability of uniting 
the L.A. and W.M.S. for the winter months, but it was 
decided that it would be better for the work if they held 
separate meetings, and this they continued to do. In 1962, 
when they finally amalgamated, the U.C.W. adopted the 
W.M.S. form of devot~onal service to open their 
meetings. 

Since that time, the women of the U.C.W. have given 
freely of their time and talents to maintain the traditions 
of both original groups. 

Let us remember with respect and love the pioneers, 
who laid securely the foundations of their faith; and for 
all the generations following, who built, and are building 
upon those secure foundations. Let us never fail them, 
for in failing them we shall also fail ourselves, our 
country, and our God. 

Miss Bateman and the Junior Choir taken in the early 1940's. Front 
Row: Olive Arnold, Betty Vickers, Fawnie Lee, Mary Kadrie, Miss 
Bateman, Laura Johnson, Doris Chalmers, Shirley Hill. Back Row: 
Ann Strang, Agnes Hunter, Shirley Willowby, Ruby Bannerman, 
Bannerman (hidden), Audrey McKenzie, Donna Howell, Shirley 
Lockhart, Betty Hunter, Ruby McLaren, Alice Craik. 
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THE CHURCH CHOIRS 

The first choir remembered was a Methodist Church 
Choir. Mr. Walter Jackson, the leader, had a fine bass 
voice, and a family of singers - mostly young ladies. 
Three young teeners were lucky to be invited to join. 
Mildred Bateman remembers a tenor who loved to sing, 
'Beautiful Isle of Somewhere', and an alto whom she 
envied greatly, until she too, learned to sing alto. Then 
Mr. Lou Schultz taught Merle Playfair and Mildred to 
sing 'Count Your Blessings' as a duet, and when they 
sang it at Sunday School, they really were counting their 
blessings. 

That first choir was wonderful. It grew smaller though, 
as the years slipped by, and they were particularly short 
of men's voices. But, Dr. Arnold came to town, found 
several men to join his good bass, and they were able to 
sing four-part anthems again. It was marvellous while it 
lasted, but by the time WW II came, the choir was facing 
a real depression. When Dr. Arnold joined the Dental 
Corps and left, the end was in sight. 

But, in the meantime, the congregation had a good 
number of girls who had been singing in Sunday School 
and festival choirs. At the annual meeting of the 
congregation, it was decided to ask the girls to be the 
Church Choir. When asked, they agreed, and for several 
years they sang at both Sunday School and Church 
services. 

The ladies of the W.A. made 20 white choir gowns for 
the girls; Mr. Smith extended the choir loft forward to its 
present size; and everyone was happy again. 

But, of course, as the girls finished high school they 
went away. Since there were not so many to fill the 
vacancies, again there was a small choir - of younger 
girls. It was harder for them, naturally, but they didn't 
complain - just kept going until a solution was found for 
the problem. 

The solution was already taking form. Since the girls 
could not be taken from school to sing at funerals, some 
of the adults had been making up a choir for these oc
casions. Some experienced singers, including tenors and 
basses had been moving to town. It wasn't long until a 
senior choir with a full quota of singers in all four parts 
was formed. 

For a time the two choirs sang on alternate Sundays, 
but finally the girls asked to be relieved of their extra 
responsibility, and to be, instead, the S.S. Choir. 

So the Senior Choir took over the singing at Church 
services completely. They practised after service on 
Sunday evening for at least an hour, and were back at it 
again on Thursday evening for a couple more hours. One 
has to love singing to keep that up, and they did just that. 
They sang anthems regularly, and produced cantatas for 
Christmas and Easter services. This choir managed to 
maintain a good balance between the voices for a longer 
period, but it just could not last forever. They had to go, 
but they left nothing but the happiest of memories. 

The choir is smaller now, but every bit as faithful, and 
loyal, and ready to sing. 

To friends of other Baldur Church Choirs, who have 
sung on so many occasions, and have helped so much 
through the years, sincere thanks. 



The Rock Lake summer school of 1911. 

ROCKLAKE SUMMER SCHOOL 

Rock Lake Summer School commenced in 1897-98, 
and it has a history which parallels the developing 
religious thought and practice of the Methodist Church. 
The first gathering under the Epworth League Union was 
held in Killarney Church in 1897. Rev. J .H. Riddell, later 
President of Wesley College was active in the 
organization. In 1899, Rev. B.W. Allison and Rev. Wm. 
Sommerville were active leaders. In 1903, arrangements 
were made with Mr. Cavers at the east end of Rock Lake 
for the use of his grounds and some boats for the summer 
of 1904. Dr. Salem Bland and Dr. John McDougall were 
speakers that year. In 1906, the camp was moved to Joe 
Morrison's where there was better accommodation. 

In 1909, property west of Morrison's, which was 
owned by Hon. Thos. Greenway was placed on the 
market and it was decided to purchase a campsite there. 
The site was chosen by Rev. Cook and Rev. Kenner, and 
in 1910, the school was held on its own property. 

In 1911, construction of pavilion, dining hall and 
women's dormitory was started. Before this tents had 
been used and cooking was done on stoves, outdoors. 
Straw was provided for mattresses. Before cars were 
common, campers from a distance came by train to 
nearby towns, and then by horse and buggy or wagon to 
camp. 

Family camps were carried on until the early 1920's, 
when there was a great surge in the Youth Movement, 
Canadian Girls In Training, Tuxis Square and Trail 
Rangers, and camps for these groups began. Over the 
years family camps, women's camps and various retreats 
were held. For a few years an annual picnic was held for 
the old-timers, a carry-over from those held at 
Morrisons. These showed the attempt to serve all ages of 
the church. 

All recall the great anticipation with which they looked 
forward to the Annual Summer School Sunday held at 
the present United Church campsite at Rock Lake. This 
was between 1915 and 1920, and some would have 
walked the 12 miles rather than miss that day. The horses 
were tied in the bush to the backs of buggies or 
democrats, a few cars in all their glory came. People 
remember white dresses, speakers with loud voices and 

wonderful singing accompanied by the old organ in the 
open-sided pavilion. Most people preferred to sit on the 
grass instead of the backless benches. Food was served in 
the old dining room and no one seemed to worry about 
food poisoning in spite of the heat. 

In 1922-23, Mrs. Leonard Smith was camp mother for 
a mixed young people's camp and took her own family 
along. The camp leaders were a most illustrious group, 
including Dr. James Endicott, (later Moderator), Dr. 
John White and his bride, Dr. John Little, Rev. Homer 
Lane and several others. Campers included Rev. Jack 
Matheson and his bride to be, Molly Stalker. They later 
spent several years in China and were evacuated by the 
Flying Tigers when China and Japan were at war. They 
came out with Dr. Williams, whose daughter later at
tended one of the camps and told wonderful tales of their 
escape. 

During the 1920's, Pearl Smith attended C.G.I.T. 
camp when Rev. William Reid was camp manager and 
Mrs. John Linton from Snowflake was leader. 

There is no information about the period 1930-40. In 
1942, Dr. Jackson asked Pearl to direct the girls' camp 
and again in 1943. Pearl was honoured to have him ask 
her as it was her first attempt. Those were the days of 
metal dormitories which held six double wooden bed 
frames. Upon registering, the girls selected a mattress and 
proceeded to fill it with straw from a pile in the pavilion. 
On leaving camp, they reversed the procedure~ On rainy 
nights, Dr. Jackson, in a long black raincoat, and with 
his trusty lantern, prowled the camp trying to find a dry 
place in which to move the beds. 

The menu consisted of bologna and stew and prunes in 
rotation, and not much of anything. The water supply 
was a small pool in the spring and each day, the girls 
carried up the day's supply with pails. After a rain the 
path was treacherous and many a pail of water found its 
way back to the spring. On one occasion the ministers 
found a cache of beer in the pool above the camp stream 
and casually dumped it into the stream, with strict orders 
that the spring was out of bounds until further notice. 

The toilets had been moved so often it was impossible 
to find new ground, and the chloride of lime fumes 
inhaled must have been more dangerous than any disease. 

Privacy was impossible and one Saturday night Gwen 
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Smith and sister Pearl took basins of hot water on orange 
crates into the bush after 'Lights Out' for a 'canary 
bath'. Imagine the scare received when two other leaders 
crept up and jumped out the bush with a war-whoop! At 
least they were reasonably clean for Sunday. Pearl 
returned as director in 1950, and for three or four years 
shared the leadership with Mrs. Mary Gibson. It was a 
most enjoyable partnerhsip. The 'new' cabins replaced 
the old dormitories and the grounds were greatly im
proved. Most of this time Rev. Howard Gibson was a 
very capable camp manager and Mrs. Izzard served up 
delicious meals. 

Pearl was a member of the camp board and during 
these years there were many more improvements made: 
the pavilion was closed in to make a rainy day recreation 
hall; the new lodge was built. Pearl cut the ribbon at the 
opening ceremonies. The chapel was built with the lovely 
cairn in memory of the late Dr. Jackson; the dining room 
was remodelled; the sports ground was enlarged; and best 
of all they built new washrooms and piped the water up 
from the spring. 

Names which come to mind are Rev. and Mrs. Gibson, 
Rev. Gordon and Mrs. Waddell, Rev. Grant Smith, Rev. 
Ralph Clark, Oriole Vane and many more, including a 
host of loyal, capable assistants. 

Mr. Frank Lyons was a very conscientious and capable 
secretary for many years. Sunday services were popular, 
and one old-timers' picnic was very successful. 

The camps were open to children of all denominations, 
one of "Pearl's girls" became 'Mother Superior' of a 
Catholic order. The enrollments were high but the staff 
was equal to the task of carrying out a fulfilling and 
interesting program. 

Fifty years' association with the Rock Lake Church 
Camp was a very important and fulfilling part of Pearl's 
life. The dedication of the leaders, the support of church 
groups, the fellowship enjoyed by all who attended are all 
part of its heritage. It was founded by a group of people 
seeking a worthy place in which to worship God in peace 
and beauty and reverence. Although methods and 
customs have changed, this is still the purpose of the 
camp, to enrich the lives of those who participate. 

When they walked quietly down the path to evening 
vespers and took a place in the chapel facing the evening 
sunset over the lake, campers seemed to be very close to 
the Master on Galilee, and their hearts were filled with 
peace in the hush which followed the closing hymn. 
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Day is done, 
Gone the sun -
From the lake, from the 
hills, from the sky. 
All is well, 
Safely rest 
God is nigh. 

The man who expects to get to heaven 
should take the trouble to study the 
route that will take him there. 

HISTORY OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church, Baldur. 

In the autobiography of Peter Strang he tells of 
returning to Ontario to be married. In February of 1885, 
Peter and his bride came back to the farm bringing with 
them an organ. They started a Sunday School in their 
home, where Dick and Tat Dearsley now live. About two 
dozen children attended, many of whom had never been 
to Sunday School. Dick Dearsley has one of the benches 
the children sat on, in his museum. The Sunday School 
had three classes which continued for two years. 

Rev. John Cairns was the Presbyterian missionary with 
headquarters at Glenora. He and his family lived in a log 
manse two miles north of Rock Lake. He had six 
preaching places which he supplied fortnightly. Three 
elders were elected in 1884, Mr. R.S. Thomson of 
Glenora, Mr. Jas. Wilson of Mrs. Craig's Station and 
Peter Strang for the third. All services were in private 
homes. The members in this area met at Mr. Wm. 
Stark's. 

Public schools were organized at this time and church 
was held in them. Rev. Dr. James Robertson the 
superintendent of Presbyterian missions occasionally 
visited and told of a great future for the church if the 
pioneers would do their part. 

Baldur Gazettes report the following progress in the 
building of the Presbyterian Church. "At the Annual 
meeting of the Presbyterian Congregation it was con
sidered advisable to build a church. The following were 
chosen as a committee of management to further the 
scheme as much as possible: D. McKenzie, J. Harrower, 
Dr. I. Cleghorn, W.O. Fowler, Jas. Strang, Jas. 
Conibear, John Gillies, John Smith and Chas. Gillies. 

A building committee was appointed - J. Strang, J. 
Harrower, Dr. Cleghorn, C. MacKenzie, C. Gillies, and 
W.O. Fowler." 

April,1900 
"A meeting of the building committee of the 

Presbyterian Church was held on Friday evening to 



consider the tenders received for the mason work of the 
new edifice, as a result the stonework was awarded to 
Wm. Hilliard and brick work to Harry Haskill of 
Glenboro. 

Contract for the carpenter work for building of the 
Presbyterian Church was awarded to Walter Moscrip." 

Nov. 8, 1900 
"New Presbyterian Church dedicated. Sunday and 

Monday were red-letter days in the annals, not only of 
the Presbyterian congregation of this town, but in the 
history of Presbyterianism in Manitoba, for on Sunday 
the dedicatory services of the opening of the new church 
were celebrated, being followed Monday by a dinner and 
entertainment. The church is a solid brick with basement, 
of plain but substantial architectural design, heated by 
furnace and furnished throughout. The choir and 
preacher's platform is covered with a rich, handsome 
carpet, a beautiful pulpit standing in the centre, the 

" spacious body of the church is seated with chairs, some 
200 in number. The cost of the building reached the 
proportions of $3,000. A credit to the energy of the 14 
families at present constituting the congregation, their 
religious zeal and unity in the great work of the salvation 
of souls - an ornament and adornment to the town, as 
enhancing its appearance and as a visible mark of its 
great and rapidly increasing prosperity, it will stand a 
lasting monument of noble impulse and pious effort. 

The dedicatory services at 11 in the morning, were 
conducted by the pastor, the Rev. Mr. McKay, a large 
congregation being present. A powerful sermon was 
delivered from Psalm 96, verses 8 and 9. 

The Pastor again delivered the sermon at the afternoon 
service to a crowded church on 'What, and where is the 
true Church of Christ?' 

In the evening, the sermon was preached by the Rev. 
T.B. Wilson, the Rev. J.J. Clemens and the pastor being 
also present. 

The dinner and entertainment on Monday was a grand 
success, the dinner being perfect. The entertainment was 
of a high character and generally enjoyed and ap
preciated by the audience. The Reverends McCullogh, 
Crystal City; J.J. Clemens, Grund; Matheson, Hilton; 
T .B. Wilson, town and the pastor delivered short ad
dresses. The choir under Mr. Hartley, Mrs. J.c. Smith, 
Belmont, Mr. Waugh, and Rev. Clemens ably con
tributing selections. After a vote of thanks to the ladies 
and other active workers, the entertainment closed. 

On Tuesday evening the children's supper closed the 
memorable occasion. 

The total proceeds reached the handsome sum of 
$200." 

1901 
"The Annual meeting of the British and Foreign Bible 

Society was held in the Presbyterian Church Tuesday 
evening last week. The following officers elected - Pres., 
Dr. J.E. Tisdale, Sec., Francis Schultz; Depository, Dr. 
Cleghorn, Collectors - Misses Cobbe, Snydal, Robertson 
and Poole. It is desired that all contribute $1 and become 
members of this worthy Society." 
1901 

"Anniversary services were held III the Presbyterian 

Church on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 3 and 7 p.m. - every 
available seat being filled with adherents of the church 
and with members of the other congregations represented 
in Baldur. The preacher for the occasion was the Rev. 
F.J. Hartley of Roland. The special choir, which was 
arranged as follows: Sopranos: Misses Harrower, 
Livingstone, Robinson and Graham; Alto: Miss Lily 
Snydal; Tenor: Mr. O. Anderson; Bass: Mr. W.S. 
Jackson, who was also leader, Mrs. J. Snydal officiated 
at the organ. 

On Monday a supper was served, followed by a 
program." 

1902 
"The work of re-establishing the Presbyterian Sunday 

School is under way, and the first session will be held 
Sunday, May 30, at 11 a.m. in the Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. Allison has been appointed as superintendent; J .A. 
Duncan as assistant superintendent and sec.-treas., Mrs. 
G. Cobbe as intermediate (boys and girls) Bible class 
teacher; and Miss F. Harrower as teacher of the primary 
class. Mr. Allison will also teach the senior Bible class." 

1902 
"The lady members of the Presbyterian Church met 

recently at the residence of Mr. W.O. Fowler, for the 
purpose of organizing a Ladies' Aid. The meeting was 
well attended and general business of organizing tran
sacted. Mrs. W.O. Fowler was elected Pres., Mrs. John 
Harrower, Vice-President and Mrs. R. watkins, Sec.
Treas. " 

Nov. 13, 1902 
"The anniversary services of the Presbyterian Church 

on Sunday last, commemorating the second year of the 
church's completion, were largely attended. The morning 
congregation listened to a strong and able discourse by 
the Rev. S. Polson of Swan Lake. The afternoon and 
evening services drew large numbers, the Rev. Peter 
Strang delivering two earnest and powerful sermons. The 
-reverend gentleman, as an introductory, gave a short 
history of the Presbyterian Church in Baldur from its 
early days, many being in the congregation there 
assembled, who were at the first service held above Harry 
Goodman's blacksmith shop. The growth of the church 
and the present building were most gratifying evidences 
of church life. 

The Sunday services were followed by the customary 
dinner and entertainment. The people were treated to an 
address by the Rev. Peter Strang, of Virden, who was 

ENTER.TAINnENT~ 

In Prejbyterian Church Baldur, 
ON 

MONDAY EVENING, NOV., 5TH., 1900 

DINNER From 6 to 8. CONCERT atS .. 

ADMISSION, 50 c. 
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Reeve of our Mun. for 10 years. The subject of his ad
dress was 'Argyle as I knew it, from 1884-1894'. It 
awakened interesting features in the past life and history 
of Argyle." 

1902 
"For the first time in the history of the Presbyterian 

Church at Baldur, services last Sunday were conducted 
by the Women's Missionary Society. The service 
throughout was interesting, unique and inspiring. Mrs. 
Arthur Gillies presided in an efficient and dignified 
manner. Mrs. Harrower read an education paper on the 
good work done by the W.M.S. in the Home Missions. 
Rev. D. Morrison spoke on the work in the foreign fields. 
The choir rendered appropriate hymns and Mr. O. 
Anderson gave a beautiful rendition of 'Tell Me the Old, 
Old Story', Mrs. Carr sang effectively A.C. Ainger's 
hymn, 'God is Working His Purpose Out'. Mrs. 
Cleghorn and Mrs. Bell took up the offering." 

Feb. 5, 1903 
"An 'At Home' will be held by the Ladies' Aid of the 

Presbyterian Church, on Thurs., Feb. 12 at the residence 
of Mrs. W.O. Fowler, commencing at 8 o'clock p.m. 
Games and amusements will be provided, including Ping
Pong, and refreshments served by the ladies. Admission 
25¢. Children, half price." 

Roll of Baldur Presbyterian Congregation January, 
1906 included: 

Dr. Irving Cleghorn Mr. Wm. Robertson 
Mrs. Cleghorn Mrs. W. Robertson 
Mr. John Harrower Emma J. Stewart 
Mrs. John Harrower Margaret Gillies 
Mr. James Strang Mr. John Gillies 
Mrs. James Strang Mary McLellan 
Mr. Arthur Gillies Margaret McLellan 
Mrs. Arthur Gillies Mrs. J. Lyons 
Mr. James Conibear Mr. John Gordon 
Mrs. James Conibear Mrs. John Gordon 

Mrs. C. Bruce 

At a meeting of the trustees of Baldur United Church, 
it was decided to call for tenders for the purchase and 
removal of the former Presbyterian Church building, 
tenders to be received until July 12, 1930. The tender of 
Mr. J. W. Cramer was accepted and the building was to 
be removed by November, 1931. 

In 1938, at a special meeting of the trustee board of the 
Baldur United Church, re the sale of lots formerly oc
cupied by the Presbyterian Church, it was decided that 
the lots be sold for the sum of $250. The Memorial Hall 
was built on this property the same year. It is now known 
as The Foresters Hall. 
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If God sends the storm, He will also steer the vessel. 

Worry never robs tomorrow of 
its sorrow; it only saps today 
of its strength. 

ST. MARK'S CHURCH BALDUR 

St. Mark's Anglican Church in Baldur. 

The land for the St. Mark's Church was purchased in 
1897, and the church was built and opened in 1898. 
Through the years, there have been many improvements 
and dedications. 

In May, 1899, the church was the recipient of a 100 
pound bell, donated by Mrs. G.A. Kohl in memory of her 
aunt, Mrs. James Hutton. Mr. P.F. Curtis offered to 
build the belfry for the church and Mr. Moscrip was to 
have the contract for the work. The bell hung in a 
temporary belfry erected by Mr. A. Bateman. 

The Rev. Mr. Hobbes spent much of his time 
beautifying the church grounds, by planting over 50 trees 
and a shrub hedge. A gate was also placed at the entrance 
to the grounds. 

In August, 1905, the font for the St. Mark's Church 
was presented by Mr. P.F. Curtis. 

There was a special children's service held in August, 
1905. This was very well attended and the offertory, 
amounting to $8.20, was used to purchase a pew, which 
was known as "the children's pew". Other new pews for 
the church arrived in 1906. 

Mrs. E.M. Paddock presented a handsome pair of 
brass candlesticks for the altar in the church in February, 
1919, as a "thank offering" for Stanley's recovery (after 
the flu epidemic). 

A new stone font, presented to the church by the 
W.A., was dedicated at the annual children's flower 
service, in August, 1921. At the annual children's flower 
service, all the children who attended took baskets of 
flowers. Part way through the service, they marched up 
with their baskets to the chancel and handed them to the 
minister, who placed them on the altar. Following the 
service, the flowers were sent to the Ninette Sanatorium. 

A dedication service was held at St. Mark's in May, 
1923, conducted by Rev. N.C. Smith, assisted by Rev. F. 
Hallgrimson and Mr. Thompson, lay-reader from 
Glenboro. The object of the service was the dedication of 
the new pulpit and altar, as well as a brass memorial 
tablet to the men of the district who had made the 



supreme sacrifice in the great war. The pulpit was to 
signify "the word" and the altar, in memory of Charles 
Frederick Stevens, was the symbol of the "sacrifice". 

A stained glass window on the south side of the church 
was dedicated at a special service on June 29, 1980. The 
window was presented by the Beaufoy Family in loving 
memory of Anthony Beaufoy. 

The new organ was bought by donations in memory of 
the pioneers whose names are in a book kept on the 
organ. 

There have been many Rectors and students, the ones 
staying the longest were: 

First Rector Rev. W.E. Hobbes 
Rev. R.H. Girling 
Rev. W.H. Walker 
Rev. P. Jones 
Rev. Nelson Smith 
Rev. W.H. Crump 
Rev. W.H. Powell 
Rev. G. Walker 
Rev. Edward Syms 
Rev. H.H. Oldfield 
Rev. N. Atkinson 
Rev. G.R. Ebsary 
Rev. L.E. Daley 
Rev. Brooke 
Rev. D. Hester 
Rev. A.L. Nash 
Rev. W.T. Bailey 
Rev. P.L. Shepherd 
Rev. Tom McQuiston 

1898-1901 
1901-1906 
1907-1910 
1915-1918 
1918-1924 
1927-1931 
1934-1935 
1935-1938 
1939-1944 
1944-1945 
1945-1947 
1948-1952 
1958-1960 
1966-1968 
1968-1970 
1970-1972 
1974-1974 
1974-1980 

1980-present 

In the early 1920's, St. Mark's Church had a very 
active dramatic society. Some of their presentations were 
"The Cheerful Liar", in July, 1923, and a three act play, 
"Betsy", in November, 1924. They also had a large 
Sunday School class,· and each year the class put on a 
Christmas program at the home of one of the members. 

The church has had the services of several organists, 
some of whom were Mrs. Seymour, Bessie Graham, the 
Hawkins girls, Bertha Arnold, Myrtle Smith, Mrs. 
Howell, Mrs. Burton and Patsy Beaufoy. The present 
organist is Arni Sveinsson. 

The 50th Anniversary of the church was celebrated in 
1948, and the 80th in 1978. 

The interior of the Anglican Church in 
Baldur, taken at the fiftieth anniversary of 
the church in 1948. 

W.A. OF ST. MARK'S CHURCH 

The Women's Auxiliary of the St. Mark's Church in 
Baldur was formed in 1921, with the following members: 
Mrs. Bally; Mrs. Dunlap; Mrs. Stevens; Mrs. Morris; 
Mrs. Poole; Mrs. Harrower; Mrs. Hawkins; Mrs. 
Langman; Mrs. Dearsley; Miss Langman; Miss Arnold; 
Miss Hawkins; Miss I. Hawkins; Mrs. J. Paddock; and 
Mrs. Lodge. Membership was 25¢. 

After a few years some of the members moved away 
and other members joined: Mrs. Hamilton; Mrs. Sat
terthwaite; Mrs. Campbell; Mrs. Snowden; Mrs. Smith; 
Mrs. Cobbe; Mrs. Hiscock; Mrs. Beech; Mrs. Cun
cannon; Mrs. E. Paddock; Mrs. Bray; Mrs. Hodge; and 
Mrs. Stone. 

In the early years of operation, the Ladies' Aid of St. 
Mark's served tea at the home of Mrs. Curtis every 
alternate Friday afternoon at 10¢ a person. They held box 
socials and concerts to raise money. The St. Mark's Guild 
also held ice cream lawn socials. 

The biggest events to raise money were the garden 
parties held at Hamilton's. They included tennis tour
naments, cricket, baseball, basketball and other games, 
ending with a dance on the lawn. These were held from 
1924-1928, and the average money raised was $100, 
which was a lot of money in those days. 

In 1937, the W.A. was discontinued and the St. Mark's 
Guild was formed and is still in operation today, with the 
younger generation taking over. 

$1. Mark's lu()ies (Suf{(), 
;------BAIJDGR----·-

"AT HOME" 
TUESDAY, OCT., 21st., 1902. 

at 7.30 P. fl. 

ADl\fISSION 25c. 

JUNIOR AUXILIARY 

The J.A. (Junior Auxiliary) was a branch of the W.A. 
with the young girls taking part as members. In Baldur, it 
was very active under the leadership of Nurse Robinson 
with Rose Hamilton as president. They raised enough 
money to put in stained glass windows installed in the 
church in 1934. The J.A. is no longer in existence. 

A Junior branch of the W.A. was organized in June, 
1919. The meeting was held at the home of Miss K. 
Hawkins. Violet Cobb was appointed treasurer and Hilda 
Morris was appointed secretary. The members present 
were: Signa Morris, Stanley Paddock, Arthur Hawkins, 
Helen Bally, Jean Prue, and Teddy Bally. 

Every time I pass a Church, 
I drop in for a visit. 
So that when I'm carried in, 
The Lord won't say, Who is it? 
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
BALDUR 

Baldur Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

In 1903 Immanuel Lutheran Church was formed at 
Baldur. Services and Sunday School were conducted in 
rented quarters for a few years. Most of the Icelandic 
Lutherans held their church membership in the Frelsis 
congregation at Grund. On Nov. 6, 1906, a meeting was 
held where the forming of Immanuel Lutheran 
Congregation and the building of a church were 
discussed. Rev. Fridrik Hallgrimson, pastor of Argyle 
Lutheran Parish, spoke about the need for a separate 
Icelandic Lutheran congregation in Baldur. On Feb. 7, 
1907, a meeting was held to choose a site and form a 
building committee, with Arni Sveinson as head car
penter. The building committee consisted of: Krist jan 
Jonsson, Josep Davidson, Bjorn Josepsson, and 
Antonius Isberg. Rev. Fridrik Hallgrimson designed and 
constructed the altar and cross, using the simplest of 
tools. The pews were donated by the Lutheran Ladies' 
Aid, plus a sum of money. On Nov. 24, 1907, the 
congregation met in their new church building for its 
formal dedication by Rev. Jon Bjarnason. The first 
trustees were: Krist jan Jonsson, Krist jan Benediktsson, 
Oli Anderson, Sigurjon Kristofferson, and Antonius 
Isberg. In 1909 Mrs. Gudrun Arnason gave the 
congregation a bell in memory of her husband 
Sigurbjorn. About 1920 the ladies of the church 
redecorated the altar. The white altar cloth was sewn, 
crocheted and donated by Bandalag. (Ladies of the 
church). 

Eiki Anderson, a skilled craftsman in wood, made and 
donated a beautiful baptismal font to the church, in 
loving memory of his wife Anna Anderson, on Mother's 
Day, 1965. Many valuable gifts have been donated to the 
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congregation: a plaque in memory of Krist jan Jonsson; 
clock in 1907, by Hjortur Davidson; candlesticks, on the 
altar, by Bandalag - later wired for electricity in memory 
of Dora Anderson; organ substantially paid for by 
Bandalag and a personal appeal to the congregation; the 
present organ was bought with Memorial Fund; the Bible 
on the pulpit, by Edna and Earl Johnson in memory of 
her husband and his father, Steve Johnson; communion 
ware in memory of Marguerite Johnson by her mother 
Emily Craik, sisters Dorothy, Pat and Connie, and 
cousins Erla and Christine; lights on either side of the 
entrance, in memory of Herman Jonasson lost in action 
in WWII, presented by his parents Halli and Veiga 
Jonasson and his sisters Alla and Dora; a picture in 
memory of Joe Sigurdson, painted by niece Doris Eliuk; 
the Christmas Creche (Hummel) in loving memory of 
Borga Magnusson, who was a long-time Superintendent 
of the Sunday School, by the Sunday School. 

The present Memorial Fund was a project en
thusiastically encouraged by Pastor Donald Olsen 
established in 1961 and dedicated on Thanksgiving of 
that year. The result of which a building project was 
started in 1963 to the west end of the church. The 
building addition was completed in 1964, providing a 
large Sunday School room, a small kitchen and a choir 
room. This also was a wonderful place for meetings and 
fellowship hours. The Memorial Fund continues today, 
being used for the upkeep of the church itself. 

There was a meeting of the boards of trustees of Baldur 
Immanuel Church and Frelsis Church, Grund in August, 
1965, to discuss the merger of the two congregations. On 
Sept. 19, 1965, at a public worship service, in the 
presence of Frelsis and Immanuel congregations, Dr. 
Otto A. Olson Pres. of Central Canada Synod and Rev. 
Krist jan Robertsson, it was unanimously decided to 
merge and form a new congregation named Immanuel 
Lutheran Congregation, Baldur. This to be effective Jan. 
1,1966. 

There was a good choir under the leadership of Oli 
Anderson for many years. In those days the choir room 
was full. Through the years members. have been very 
faithful in giving their time and love of singing to the 
glory of God. Helga Davidson joined the choir at age 14 
and sang there for 54 years. Arni Sveinson has been the 
faithful organist for 50 years. Anna Nordman has also 
played the organ both for services and Sunday School, 
when Arni was absent. 

The present minister is Pastor Glaeske. The church 
board members are: Chairman Tryggvi Johnson, Sec.
Treas. Sena Gunnlaugson, Wilbert Nordman, Clarence 
Johannesson, George Hanna, Pat Dearsley, and Lauren 
Jones. 

These are the names of the ministers who have served 
Argyle Parish in the past: 

Rev. F. Hallgrimson 
Rev. K.K. Olafson 
Rev. E.H. Fafnis 
Rev. E.H. Sigmar 
Rev. J. Fredriksson 
Rev. D. Olsen 
Rev. K. Robertsson 

1903-1924 
1925-1930 
1930-1945 
1947-1951 
1951-1957 
1958-1961 
1962-1965 



Rev. M. Green 
Rev. A. Pope 
Rev. L. Glaeske 

1966-1968 
1968-1972 
1972-1975 
1976-

, 'BANDALAG" ORGANIZATION 
TO THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Immanuel Lutheran Church "Bandalag" was 
organized on Jan. 22, 1908, with 10 members, and at one 
time had 40 to 50 active members. Their purpose was to 
obtain essentials for the church. They helped pay for the 
organ, communion vessels, baptismal bowl, gold can
dlesticks, remodelled the altar and several other 
necessities. 

In 1920, they undertook to look after the churchyard. 
They ordered trees, planted them and looked after the 
lawn. 

The "Bandalag" was responsible for organizing a fund 
in this area to send Anthony Isberg to Rochester for 
medical reasons. 

They sent parcels and letters to the Lutheran soldiers in 
the forces in WWI and numerous Christmas gifts to 
needy friends. Indeed, God blessed all their endeavours. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL. 

To be givon by 

{rf)e 'lLabies' :ai\.') of )5mmanue[ Cburcb, 

BALDUR, 

on J?f'idn?J, JuJy 31st 1908-
On Mrs. O. Andersou's Lawn. Gov't Rd., from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Prognunlne in Church afterwards. 

ADMISSION 25c. Ohildren (under 12) 15c 

BALDURSBRA LUTHERAN LADIES AID 

The auxiliary to Immanuel Lutheran Church was 
organized May 21, 1906, at the home of Thora Anderson. 
Its primary responsibility has always been to the mother 
church and secondly to the assistance of its members, 
when the occasion required and with a mind to com
munity service. 

At most, the aid boasted 27 subscribed members and 
presently only 13. 

Outstanding membership credit belongs to Sena 
Anderson (Mrs. S.A.) and Helga Davidson (Mrs. John), 
both of whom served with continuous active service for 
over 50 years. 

The Ladies Aid donated the pews to the church at the 
cost of $300.00, when the church was formally opened in 
1907. 

A Memorial Fund was organized on Oct. 8, 1919, in 
memory of Christian Johnson, with a donation of $50.00 
from Baldursbra - this fund to be used only for charity. 
The aid was 75 years old on May 21, 1981. 

IMMANUEL SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Lutherans of Baldur felt a great need to teach their 
children about the Bible Stories and spiritual life. The 
Sunday School was formed even before the Lutheran 
Church was built and it was held in the homes, with 
concerned people teaching and leading in singing and 
worship. Thus when the church was built, a wonderfully 
large Sunday School was started immediately. Many 
teachers, too numerous to mention, have taught through 
the years and it was a wonderful fellowship of teachers 
and children. The Sunday School Christmas concert was 
always a highlight of the church year. 

The Superintendents of the Sunday School worked 
hard to keep everything running smoothly and it should 
be acknowledged that we owe a great debt to them. 
They were: 

Krist jan Jonsson 
Bentina Hallgrimson 
AlIa Johnson 
Oli Anderson 
Sigurdur Finnbogason 
Dora Anderson 
Halldora Peterson 
Borga Magnusson 
Marguerite Johnson 
Pat Dearsley 

In 1976, the Sunday School which had been conducted 
at the Lutheran Church with as many as 63 pupils at
tending, was discontinued at the church, but was held 
rather at the Baldur Elementary School. This has been 
done now for the last five years. The children are 
receiving religious training for approximately one hour 
per week and have a wonderful Christmas concert each 
year. They picnic at the close of Sunday School in June. 

Some Sunday School teachers of Lutheran Argyle Parish: Kristjana 
Bjarnason, Rev. F. Hallgrimson, Borga Oliver, Lilja Oliver, Olga 
Arason, Gudny Frederickson, Helga Oliver, Margret Josephson, Jon 
Olafson, Laura Nordman, Ninna Johnson, Conrad Nordman, Beggi 
lsberg, Runa Johannson, Clara Johnson, Toots Olafson, Maria 
Josephson. 
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ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

St. James Roman Catholic Mission. 

The Catholics of the community met in Baldur on 
April 27, 1952 to discuss the possibility of having a 
Catholic Church in Baldur. Mrs. Basil Van Damme 
served as secretary for the meeting. Of the 31 people 
present, 21 voted in favour·of having a Catholic Church 
in Baldur; 10 people were 'undecided'. At the time, the 
congregation had raised the sum of $1,221.00. 

On May 19, 1953, His Grace, the most Reverend Philip 
F. Pocock, D.D., Archbishop of Winnipeg, gave per
mission for the building of a church at Baldur on land 
"to be donated" . 

The land was donated by the family of Remi and 
Hortense Catteeuw according to Remi's wish before he 
died. The lot "being the most southerly 200 ft. in per
pendicular depth, lying between two straight lines drawn 
east of, parallel with and perpendicularly distant 100 and 
200 feet respectively from the eastern limit of Fifth Street 
in Baldur (100 ft. x 200 ft. - .459 acres)." 

The Church was blessed on Sunday, Nov. 7, 1954, at 
4:00 p.m. in the afternoon, by His Grace, Archbishop 
Pocock. 

The priests who served St. James Church in Baldur, 
coming from St. Felix of Valois Parish in Dunrea, have 
been: 

Father Jean Bertrand 

Father Gerard Regnier 
Father Gerard Gervais 
Father Andre Gervais 
Father Charles Vachon 

Father Patrick Morand 
Father Gerard Regnier 
Father Maurice Comeault 
Father Anthony Korewa 
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-1945-1.960 
(deceased) 

curate-1960-1961 
1960-1963 

curate-1961 
-1963-1966 
(deceased) 
-1966-1973 
-1973-1977 
-1977-1981 
-1981-

EVANGEL BAPTIST CHURCH 

Evangel Baptist Church taken in 1982. 

In 1974, the Evangel Baptist congregation of Baldur 
bought and moved the Greenway United Church to 
Baldur to a site on the northwest corner of Centennial 
and Second. The church was remodelled and is presently 
used by them for regular church services. 

THE STRONG BOX 

Buildfor yourself a strong box, 
Fasten each part with care, 
When it's as strong as you can make it, 
Shut all your troubles in there. 
Hide there all thoughts of your failures, 
And each bitter cup that you quaff, 
Lock up all your heartaches within it, 
Then sit on the lid and laugh. 
Tell no one else of its contents, 
And never its secrets share, 
When you've dropped in all your worries, 
Keep them forever there. 
Hide them from sight so completely 
That the world will never dream half; 
Fasten the strong lock securely 
Then sit on the lid and laugh. 

S. Cobbe 
Dec. 19, 1925 



BALDUR TOWN BOARD AND FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

In July, 1904, the municipal council received a petition 
from two-thirds of the ratepayers of the village of 
Baldur, asking that a meeting of the ratepayers be called 
to provide for the formation of a town board and the levy 
of $600.00 for fire protection in Baldur, the sum to be 
spread over a period of three years. 

On Aug. 23, 1904, a meeting was held of the ratepayers 
of Baldur, when a village board was formed and the 
following members elected: P.F. Curtis, Thomas E. 
Poole and Christian Johnson. Their first job was to be 
the installation of a system of fire protection for the 
town. 

In January, 1905, the board purchased a fire engine, a 
double cylinder (60 gallon capacity each) chemical engine 
at the cost of $525.00. A fire brigade was formed and 
axes, ropes, buckets and scaling ladders purchased. The 
building that housed this fire engine was located on First 
Street. 

In 1930, a new fire hall was built on Second Street. In 
1957, a 1941 Chevrolet model fire engine was bought, 
and a new fire hall was built on the same location to 
accommodate the new engine. 

In 1973, a 1970 Chevrolet truck was bought and 
converted to a modern fire truck unit, which was 
designed and manufactured locally by Johnson Welding. 

In 1978, the new Argyle-Baldur fire hall was built on 
the old school site. It houses the new fire engine and also 
the old one, which has been kept up for use in emergency. 
There is also a conference room and storage for all 
equipment. Newest equipment includes hydraulic jaws, 
used to remove victims trapped in cars and trucks, and air 
tanks and masks, used when entering smoke-filled 
buildings. A portable gas engine water pump is also 
available. 

The Baldur Volunteer Fire Department is headed by 
fire chief, Marcel Fransoo. 

Baldur was formed as an unincorporated village on 
April 28, 1915. 

The present town board consists of John Martens, 
Chairman, Tryggvi Johnson and Edith Hooper. 

ELEVATORS 

In the fall of 1891, Alex Fowler came to Baldur to 
operate the newly-built, horse-powered Manitoba 
Elevator of which company his father was president. This 
company operated only until 1894, because in 1893, 
farmers sold shares and built a Farmers' Elevator in 
opposition to the Manitoba elevator. This new Farmers' 
Elevator had a 12-horse-power engine made by Vulcan 
Iron Works and R. McCauley was the manager. It was 
about this time that the Northern Elevator established 
their own elevator. 

By 1899, there were three grain elevators in operation: 
the Northern with 15,000 bushel capacity; the Dominion 
with 35,000 bus. capacity and the Winnipeg with 28,000 
bus. capacity. To quote from the 1899 "Baldur Gazette", 
"These elevators always represented by responsible men, 
who generally commence buying at the beginning of 
September and continue on the market until the last 
month of winter. In the summer, buyers go through the 
country buying up surplus supplies, so in this way, every 
convenience and facility for the disposition of his grain, 
is afforded to the farmer. Over 175,000 bus. of grain 
were handled on this market during last season and the 
quantity for 1899-1900 will exceed this output by from 25 
to 50,000 bus. The market this season opened at 57¢ and 
has been as high as 60¢." 

In 1911, the Winnipeg Elevator became known as the 
Canadian Elevator. The Northern Elevator was 
demolished in 1917. 

The Dominion Elevator, which was torn down and 
replaced in 1928, became United Grain Growers Elevator 
Co. which operated until 1969, when it was taken over by 
Baldur Pool Elevator. 
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BALDUR POOL ELEVATOR 

The formation of the Baldur Cooperative Pool 
Elevator was completed at a meeting of the members held 
in Baldur, in July, 1927. At their first meeting held in 
February, canvassers had been elected to canvass the area 
to have acres assigned. These men were Tryggvi Johnson, 
H. Huffman, Eric Paddock, Robt. Cobbe, and W. Bray. 
By July over 7,000 acres had been assigned. The 
Canadian Elevator Co. was constructing an up-to-date 
elevator in Baldur in 1927, and arrangements were made 
for it to be taken over by Pool when completed. The 
following directors were elected in 1927: 

Tryggvi Johnson (chairman) 
Ivan Schultz (secretary) 
Chas. Gillies 
W. Christopherson 
W.E. Clark 
Geo. Stevens 
Albert Cramer 

Mr. Leroy was the first agent in Baldur and his helper 
was Mr. Hunter, at a salary of $75.00 a month. 

In 1928, the elevator house was' built at a cost of 
$2,400.00. By 1930, the agent's salary was $1,800.00 a 
year. 

Baldur Pool Elevator is still very active today, and in 
1980, had a handle of over one million bushels of grain. 
The present agent is Gerry Janz. The 1981 board 
members are: 

Ted Dearsley (chairman) 
Lome Dearsley (secretary-treasurer) 
Hughie Stephenson 
Alan Dearsley 
Harry Parsonage 
Charlie Stevens 
Bob Sigvaldason 

Taken on the Fiftieth Anniversary of Pool, honouring members who 
had been Pool members for fifty years. Back Row: A. Conibear, E. 
Sexsmith, J. Hiscock, G. Carmichael, D. Dearsley, J. Bardarson. Front 
Row: H. Johnson, C. Dalman, A. Welsh, C. Skardal, and H. 
Woodworth. 
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BALDUR POST OFFICE 

The first post office in this area was on the A. W. 
Playfair farm, 16-5-13, three and one half miles east of 
Baldur. It was known as Otenaw, which started in 1880. 
Mr. A.W. Playfair was the first postmaster, as well as the 
courier. The mail was brought in from Pilot Mound, 
which was a long trip with horses on "prairie trails". The 
route at this time, after leaving Pilot Mound, left mail at 
Wilson's Hill, Jackson's farm and on to Otenaw. 

In 1890, following the coming of the railway, the post 
office was moved to Baldur, in the Chester Boarding 
House. Mr. Jesse Chester was the postmaster from 1890 
until 1897. 

In 1897, Mr. W.O. Fowler was postmaster, the office 
being above the pool room, or as earlier known as the 
LO.O.F. hall. 

Mr. Alex (Sandy) Fowler, W.O. Fowler's son was 
postmaster from 1904 until 1947. In 1904, the post office 
was moved into the Fowler harness and shoe store, where 
it remained until 1933, when a new building was erected 
on the present site. In 1957, an addition was added which 
is the present office. 

In 1947, George Fowler became postmaster, following 
the retirement of his father. George was postmaster for 
30 years. Some of the noticeable changes during this time 
was the transporting of mail from train service to 
highway truck delivery. Money order imprinter replaced 
denominative and notched money orders. 

George's untimely death ended three generations and 
73 years of the Fowler name in the post office. 

Marguerite Lockerby, having been assistant for 20 
years, has been postmistress since 1977. 

Other assistants during the past decades were Gladys 
(Grey) Winters, Minnie (Robertson) Woods, Isobel and 
Catherine Hawkins, Luella (McCulloch) Gosselin, Eileen 
(Porter) Aikens, Rebecca Anderson, Margaret (Fowler) 
Skardal, Otto Skardal, Eleanor (Gillies) Dearsley, and 
Lavona (MacGillvary) Gosselin, who is present assistant. 

W.O. FOWLER BLOCK 

In 1893, W.O. Fowler built the first, two-storey brick 
building on Elizabeth Ave., in Baldur, in the same area 
where he had already erected smaller structures in 1891. 

Over the years the new brick building housed the post 
office, a bicycle shop, a third schoolroom on the second 



floor for a short time, the I.O.O.F. Hall, bakery, general 
store, and latterly a pool room and barber shop, In 1981, 
Osc:ar Lee bought the building from the Bill Reykdal 
estate and had it demolished. 

How interesting to note that the first large structure on 
Baldur's Main Street housed all these businesses and 
lasted until so near the celebration of Argyle's Cen
tennial! 

THE FOWLER BLOCK 

In 1899, Alex Fowler built the brick building on the 
corner of Elizabeth and Second, which is still referred to 
as the 'Fowler Block'. It is a solid brick structure 52 feet 
by 60 feet with lean-to 20 feet by 30 feet. 

The Fowler Block built in 1899. Note the mud street with wooden 
planks laid/or pedestrians. 

Alex operated a harness and saddlery shop which had 
formerly been started by C.W. Watson, on the com
pletion of the block, he moved the business into the west 
half. 

In 1904, Alex took over the post office when his father, 
W.O. Fowler retired, and moved it to his store. In 1933, 
Alex built the present post office and continued as 
postmaster. 

Several men assisted Alex in the store before 1918, then 
Arni Bjornson joined the staff and became a tradition as 
he repaired shoes, harness and canvasses 'in the back', 
for 50 years. Most men in Argyle Municipality will 
remember Ami's shop as the favourite meeting place, 
where many yarns were spun, and affairs of the day were 
discussed. 

One advertisement for Alex Fowler's shoes in 1899, 
read as follows: "Men's Dongola Chocolate Laced extra 
quality and very fashionable $3.25; Men's Buff Bals or 
Congress, McKay sewn, med. toe $2.00; Ladies' Dongola 
Kid, strap slipper, hand turned, coin toe, $1.50; Ladies' 
Pebble-laced, neat fitting, special value $1.25." 

After the death of Alex Flowler, his son George and 
wife Vivian continued to operate the business. After Arni 
Bjornson retired, Vivian continued to sell shoes and 
installed the Coin-operated Dry Cleaning machine. 

In 1977, George's untimely passing left Vivian as sole 

operator, until she sold the Fowler Block in 1978, to Earl 
and Joy Johnson, publishers of the 'Baldur Gazette' . 

The east half of the Fowler Block has, to this day, been 
rented by grocery and dry goods merchants, the first of 
which was J. Smith and Co. who moved in when the 
block opened. 

In 1902, R. Rollins and Sons from Killarney bought the 
J. Smith business and was under the able management of 
Chris Benedictson until 1930. 

Some interesting ads, quoted from the Baldur Gazette 
are: 

July, 1908 - "Men's 2-piece suit, neat and comfortable 
for warm weather. Prices from $6.25 to $11.50." 

Sept. 1909 - "Natural Canadian mink stole, 66 inches 
long, of carefully selected pelts, narrow military collar, 
trimmed with 2 mink heads and 10 mink tails, fancy satin 
lined. Price $50.00. Ladies' grained leather hand bags, 
50¢." 

July, 1913 - "Sale of Ladies' dresses, checked 
chambray trimmed with pale blue chambray, Reg. $5.50 
for $3.75; Pale blue costume duck, nicely trimmed, very 
smart and dressy for street wear, Reg. $6.00 for $4.25; 
White costume duck, piped with pale blue of the same 
material, Reg. $4.50 for $3.00; Brown costume duck, 
trimmed with Alice-blue collar and cuff, Reg. $3.00 for 
$2.00. White lawn, trimmed with lace insertion, Reg. 
$3.50 for $2.25." 

Also quoted from the 'Baldur Gazette' in July, 1908: 
"R. Rollins and Sons have had erected on the east side of 
their store, an up-to-date hitching post apparatus. It is of 
hollow steel piping and is 56 feet long, 4 feet high and has 
8 upright posts, fastened in cement with piping running 
across top of whole." 

Mr. Morris Stulback took over the business from 
Rollins in October, 1931, and it became known as Baldur 
Trading Store. 

Karl and Lily Bjarnason were the next merchants in 
Fowler Block and very ably managed it from 1938-1960. 

The present operator, since 1960, of Baldur Trading, 
Marcel Fransoo, has remodelled the store and aims to 
please and oblige all his customers. 

Interior 0/ R. Rollins and Sons General Store in the early 1900's. 
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CURTIS BLOCK AND 
VICTORIA HALL 

The Curtis Block taken about 1910. 

Percy F. Curtis, General Merchant, bought out the 
business and property of Geo. Griffith about 1895. This 
store was situated on the corner of Elizabeth and Second 
Street, and was the first store opened in the town. 

In 1900, when Percy Curtis decided to build a new 
store, the old one was moved further back on the lot and 
converted into a residence. Construction on the new store 
began in August, 1900. Sept. 6, 1900, was the occasion of 
the laying of the cornerstone, which marked the raising 
of another handsome structu're in the era of progress and 
prosperity. In the cornerstone was laid a tin box con
taining; several pieces of silver of the present day coinage, 
a copy of the weekly edition of the "London Times" two 
copies of the "Baldur Gazette" and sundry other relics of 
the day. (Unfortunately, this box was not recovered when 
the building was demolished.) 

The building, which was completed by February, 1901, 
was a solid brick structure, 81 feet by 33 feet, on a 7 foot 
stone foundation, containing a store 53 feet by 30 feet, 
and wareroom 28 feet by 30 feet, with hall above, 80 feet 
by 30 feet, cost was around $8,000. It had a corner en
trance and the whole of the front of the store was plate 
glass windows, with a balcony and large shade over the 
front windows. The store was brilliantly lighted by a 
safety acetylene gas plant. Private business office and 
storerooms occupied the whole rear end of the building 
and the wareroom was supplied with an elevator. The 
hall had a large stage and ante rooms, and a seating 
capacity for 350 people. Mr. Curtis had equipped it for 
travelling troupes. The entrance to the hall was at the 
front of the building. 

The hall was given the name "Victoria Hall", on the 
suggestion of John Harrower, in honour of Queen 
Victoria, who had recently died. The first official use of 
the hall was a memorial service for Queen Victoria, held 
on Feb. 2, 1901, with over 500 people attending. 

During the winter months, Mr. Curtis held fortnightly 
balls and he also provided the district with high class 
entertainment, by engaging travelling troupes. 

In 1905, Mr. Curtis retired from the business. The firm 
of Anderson and Playfair bought his stock and rented the 
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building from him. The same year, Oli Anderson left the 
business, and it was then known as Playfair Bros., under 
the management of Clyde and Lome. They continued the 
business until 1909, when they sold to Allison and Mc
Donald Co . 

. In 1912, Mr. Allison left the firm and the business was 
then called the Neil McDonald Store. 

Quote from the Baldur Gazette March 25, 1915 - "The 
Millinery Dept. of Neil McDonald's was crowded on 
Friday and Saturday with ladies purchasing their new 
spring hats, which are small and quite novel, especially 
the 'Tipperary', 'Submarine' and 'Dreadnought' shapes, 
with colours all bright and gorgeous. The new veil was 
much in evidence." 

Sept. 23, 1915 - "Neil McDonald and Co. held their 
fall millinery opening on Friday and Saturday, which was 
crowded both days, showing what an interest this oc
casion is to the ladies of the town and district. The large 
hat is much in evidence and will be the most fashionable. 
Still the small ones have endeared themselves so much 
that there is a large assortment of small hats as well. 
Black hats with black and white are the leading colours 
this season, with soft brims." 

"APINN" 
Gnmanleikur;mWg .skemtilegnr verClllr 

leil(inn f VICTORIA HALL, BALDUR 
F1)~f.lldHginll 

aG.l\4arz 1914 
undi r tl'llsj(5t1 besJrllr£je1 af!si lIS. "IsIll.l;d" . . 

Inngang;;eYl'ir 35 Cf'nt £yrir £nlInJ{lIlIl. 

A ticket to an Icelandic play held in the Victoria Hall. Translation of the 
above: "The Monkey - A very enjoyable comedy will be performed in 
the Victoria Hall, Baldur on March 20, 1914, under the auspices of the 
Icelandic Literary Society. Admission - 35¢ adults." This play was 
performed by local talent. 

In 1917, Mr. McDonald bought a business in Elgin, 
and Clyde Playfair managed the store in Baldur until his 
death in 1920. 

From 1920-1925, Rurick Frederickson, general 
merchant, rented the building, and the business was 
called Frederickson's Cash Store. 

In 1925, W.G. (Bill) Kilgour bought the building and 
ran a general store until 1946. He then rented the building 
to the Co-op, who operated the business until about 
1951. At that time Co-op relocated to the present-day 
mortuary building, and continued until about 1957, when 
Co-op closed. In 1957, the Curtis Block was sold to Lloyd 
Gordon. A large part of the building was torn down, 
leaving a small portion, which is still used today as the 
Gulf Service Center. 

The building is gone, but many memories linger and 
stories are recalled of past events. 

The Victoria Hall had served the Baldur community 
and district for many years, as a place for social 
gatherings, dances, conventions, banquets and concerts, 
and also as a theatre for moving pictures. 



BALDUR DRUG STORE 

Dr. Irving M. Cleghorn, Physician, Surgeon and 
Provincial Coroner owned the first drug store when he 
began his practice in Baldur in 1894. 

In February, 1900, Dr. Cleghorn purchased the 
building vacated by J. Smith and Co. and moved his drug 
store and office into it. This building remained as the 
Cleghorn Drug Store until it burned in 1963, as Dr. 
Cleghorn's son Raymond served as druggist from 1930 
until that time. 

In 1963, after the complete loss of drug store and 
contents by fire, Raymond Cleghorn still continued to 
serve the area by dispensing drugs in the former Steini 
Johnson electric shop on the corner of Elizabeth and 
First Street. After Raymond's retirement in 1968, Baldur 
has been without a drug store. 

The only other drug store serving this area was one 
operated by Dr. John Tisdale who practised in Baldur 
from 1906 to 1910, in a building west of the Sexsmith 
block. 

Interior of the Cleghorn Pharmacy in 1901. 

HARDWARE STORE 

Thomas E. Poole was a pioneer businessman, who 
moved to Baldur in 1890. Thomas was a hardware 
merchant and tinsmith. His first store was situated where 
Bill Jamieson's mortuary is now, on Front Street. In 
1910, Tom Poole built a new store next door (west), the 
present hardware store. An ad in the Gazette in 1923 -
"CCM skates from $1.25 to $7.00." In 1924, "Rifles 
selling for $5.00." 

Tom Poole sold his hardware to Hunter and Gemmill 
in 1925. In 1938, Mr. Gemmill left and the store became 
Hunter and Sons. In 1940, a fire swept through the in
terior of the hardware store, causing considerable 
damage, however the frame structure remained intact. 
The interior of the store was remodelled and restocked, 
ready for business in two months. Later, W.H. Hunter 
took over from his father and continued in this business 
until 1947, when he sold to Wm. Burton. 

When Wm. Burton took over the hardware store, it 

Harold Bateman standing at the counter of Poole's Hardware Store. 
Mr. Poole is at the right. Taken between 1910-1918. 

became known as Marshall Wells Hardware. 
In 1971, the present owner, Joe Januska, bought the 

business from Mr. Burton. His business is known as 
Allied Hardware. In 1981, he is remodelling the store, 
which will be completed by 1982. 

H.J. Eggertson had a hardware store to the east of the 
drug store from 1908 to 1911. Ad from the Baldur 
Gazette in 1909 - "Oxford Chancellor steel plate range 
with reservoir and high closet, extra large oven, size 20 x 
22 inches, 6 nine-inch holes. This is one of the best ranges 
made suitable for large families. Price $65.00. Weight of 
range - 600 pounds." 

Ad in the 1910 Baldur Gazette - "The Boss Quick 
washer, does the washing quickly, has a fly-wheel un
derneath to assist the running. Cover can be removed 
instantly. Legs are attached and cannot work loose. Price 
- $12.00. Sewing machines - $45.00. Hockey skates -
$5.00 a pair, and hockey sticks - 754: each or 12 for $7.20. 
Decorated lamps for hall, dining room or parlor ranging 
in price from $2.25 and up." 

Baldur Hardware owned by Joe Januska, undergoing renovations in 
January, 1982. 
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LUMBER YARDS 

George W. Playfair Sr. opened a furniture, lumber and 
coal business on Elizabeth Ave., east of Second St. in 
1890. 

In 1891, George enlarged his furniture store to a two
storey building which housed his office, undertaking 
business and residence. 

George's eldest son, John A., joined the business in 
1891, as did John Jr., in 1898. John Jr. also had a 
planing mill, that had boasted a towering smokestack, 
which was blown down in a violent wind storm in 1900. 
John A. Playfair and Sons built 120 feet of lumber sheds 
in connection with this planing mill. 

In 1903, J. Playfair and Son erected a second lumber 
shed 52 feet by 10 feet, later used as an International 
Harvester Implement Shop by Herb Christopherson, 
until 1960. 

George W. Playfair Sr. sold his interest in the firm of 
J. Playfair and Son, to his son George W. J r. and the 
lumber business was then known as J. and G. Playfair, 
until 1911. 

The lumber business was bought by Home Lumber 
yards in 1921. 

In May, 1923, H. Graham was appointed manager of 
the Home Lumber yard and was followed by J.D. 
Robertson. 

Monarch Lumber Co. bought out Home Lumber Co., 
in 1928, when Mr. Art Hill was appointed agent, a 
position he held until 1939. In 1930, a new Monarch 
Lumber shed was built. Agents from 1939 on were: Leslie 
Horner, George Hall, Roy McDougall and Jake 
Thiessen. 

An ad from the "Baldur Gazette" in June, 1936, 
reads, "Enough hardwood flooring for a room 10 feet by 
10 feet for $12.23; a splendid opportunity to cover that 
worn floor with beautiful and permanent oak." 

In 1976, Mariapolis Co-op purchased the building 
from Monarch Lumber. Burton Bray manages this 
business where feed, hardware and fertilizer is sold. 

A new lumber business with Ralph Bannerman as 
owner and manager was built east of Baldur in the spring 
of 1966, and is the only lumber business in Baldur at 
present. 

Mariapolis Co-op Shed located in Baldur, managed by B. Bray. 
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Bannerman Lumber owned by Ralph and Sharon Bannerman. 

BLACKSMITHS 

The first two blacksmith shops in Baldur in 1890, were 
operated by Harry Goodman and Wm. McKnight. Wm. 
McKnight built a carriage house and blacksmith shop 
with a larger upper room where meetings and church 
services were held in the early 1890's. Wm. McKnight 
sold his shop a few years later and it became a Massey 
Harris Implement Shop. This building was located where 
Eric Gudnason's garage is now. 

Harry Goodman's blacksmith shop was north of 
McKnight's shop and he lived in a house to the north of 
it. The Baldur Hotel is now situated on these lots. Harry 
and his son Frank, worked at blacksmithing there until 
1911, when Alex Mitchell bought the shop and house. 

Mr. Wm. Morrison built a shop large enough to house 
carriages and wagons as well as a blacksmith shop in 
1899. He also transformed the old shop into a residence. 
Mr. Morrison sold this building and lots to W. Moscrip 
in October, 1899. Mr. Moscrip was a carpenter and 
general woodworker. This house was demolished in the 
1960's to erect the present house which is situated north 
of the Baldur Hotel. 

Alex Mitchell had several blacksmiths work with him. 
Bill Ross was a first-class blacksmith who came from 
Scotland and worked with Alex. He later moved to 
Belmont. In 1919, Alex Mitchell sold to C. Wilkey, who 
had also worked for Alex. Alex moved to Neelin, but 
came back in 1920, and rented Jos. Wray's woodwork 
and blacksmith shop on First Street and worked there 
until he moved to the farm in 1922. 

In 1920, C. Wilkey sold his blacksmith shop to Mr. 
George Stillwell. This business was taken over by his son 
Fred Stillwell in the 1930's. In 1961, Fred relocated to 
where the auto body shop is now, where he continued 
with the business until his retirement. 

Mr. J. Scammel also had a blacksmith shop in the late 
1890's, where the present Pool Elevator house now 
stands. He moved to Winnipeg in 1905. 

In the early thirties a building was put up in Glenora as 
a blacksmith and woodworking repair centre. The 
competition of the established repairman there must have 
been too much and the business folded. The building was 
moved from Glenora to Baldur and due to the dire cir
cumstances of the times, that venture folded shortly after 
arrival. 

John Sveinsson bought the property from Tom Poole 
in 1933 and started the business of general repair to farm 



Blacksmith Shop in the early 1900's. 

equipment. His brother Sveinn and later his son Sveinn 
worked there, all masters of metal and woodwork. 
Wagon boxes, the setting of wagon and buggy tyres, lathe 
turned parts for spinning wheels, the single bob manure 
sleigh, the making of sleigh runners, bolsters, bunks and 
tongues, and the custom manufacture of truck transfer 
boxes with cattle hauling equipment were some of the 
items fabricated with finesse befitting the labourers. 
Always, along with the aforesaid, there were the in
numerable interruptions to repair broken machinery as is 
wont to happen in a mixed farming area. 

Part of the property at the time of the Sveinsson take
over was Baldur's original Fire Hall, a tin covered 
building 16 feet x 24 feet, finished inside with vee joint 
wainscotting and plaster. There was the two-wheeled 
tank with a hand pump, an assortment of hose, axes, 
pails and in wintertime, a sleigh bob under the tank 
instead of the wheels. A heater and supply of wood to 
keep the temperature above freezing was about "it" for 
the early Fire Department. Also on the property was the 
old Baldur School which had been moved over from the 
original site on Government Road on completion of the 
larger brick school in 1905. This building had been vacant 
until used by the military in WWI as a manning centre. 
After that it had been renovated into a dwelling and into 
it moved the Sveinssons in March of 1933. This 'old 
school' was torn down by Sveinssons in 1941, and using 
the salvaged material, they built the modern home 
Nordmans live in today. An unfortunate happenstance 
occurred during the dismantling, when a portion of the 
wall fell on John and broke his leg. Some will remember 
his pounding plow shares and forge welding with a 
walking cast as well as overseeing the start of a new 
home, undaunted by the misfortune. Both John and 
Sveinn (elder) continued to work in the shop as long as 
health permitted, their joy being able to do good and 
useful work. 

Around 1950, John sold the business to Helmer 
Carlson. He was a competent welder and stayed until 
1954, returning to Winnipeg, as a foreman in the business 
whence he came. Lynn Embury operated the business for 
a year and left due to failing health. In 1956, Tryggvi 
Johnson bought the business and had the guidance and 

help of John Sveinsson in learning the iron trade. In 
1959, Trygg moved the sample room of the then vacant 
Baldur Hotel, to the rear of the property. This was done 
with Siggi Johnson as job foreman. In 1961, the iron 
house lean-to was built on the west side of the shop with 
walls moved intact from the aforementioned old Fire 
Hall building. Ross Holder and George Dearsley handled 
that particular construction with Bill Reykdal and Alf 
Welsh doing the stucco job the following year. In 1972, 
the Dew Drop Inn property was purchased and in 1974, a 
warehouse was erected there by Perc Williams and Ivan 
Scott. 

Through the 25 years Trygg has been in the business, 
things have changed tremendously. In the late 1950's and 
1960's much farm equipment broke resulting from poor 
design considering the rocky condition of the countryside 
and ever higher-powered tractors used to overpull these 
inadequate machines at faster speeds. Hydraulics 
revolutionized farming - no more pull ropes. Combines 
grew from six-foot sizes to the giants of today taking a 40 
foot swath. Grain handling went from the backbreaking 
scoop to hydraulic hoist truck boxes to 10 inch augers 
that can handle a 500 bushel load as easily as can the local 
elevator in town. Plows and cultivators have trip 
mechanisms to protect them from the ravages of rocks. 
Drills are sectionally sized and capable of seeding 100 
acres in an easy day with fool-proof accuracy. Haying, 
that horrible time of hot and hard work on man and 
beasts, has changed to the efficient haybind and the 'big' 
baler with effortless handling from an air-conditioned 
cab. Spray and chemical applications for weed control 
and higher dollar returns have meant new kinds of 
machines in farmers' yards. From one-third to one-half 
summer fallow to nearly 100 percent cropping with the 
use of these chemicals and related equipment, now is 
often done within a family labour force. 

Such changes and many more have naturally in
fluenced the nature of the "Blacksmith" business. And 
change with it has Johnson Welding. There was a need 
for weed control on the roadways of the Province. Road 
sprayers and boulevard sprayers made by Johnson 
Welding are in many Weed Control Districts throughout 
Manitoba. The Baldur Argyle Fire Truck was fabricated 
locally. Tractor -drawn snow blowers and bale handling 
equipment were produced when found needed. Special 
equipment for the handling of beekeeping "supers" and 
ornamented residential railings and decorative ironwork 
are custom fabricated. The application of anhydrous 
ammonia fertilizer is done with Johnson Welding ap-

Johnson Welding owned by Tryggvi Johnson. 
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plicators. All types of welding repair and hydraulic 
service are routinely handled. Trygg's son Rick is now in 
the business and during busy season, Currie Campbell 
rounds out the crew. 

The 'forge' still is part of the equipment, but lit maybe 
only 20 times a year. Its owners do not know how to 
forge weld!! Its only use is to heat large objects for repair 
and to heat soldering irons for that type of service. In
stead now there are two heavy duty D.C. welders and two 
acetylene units which are the mainstay of the business. 
The fellows aren't really 'blacksmiths' anymore - they are 
welders. It seems that as long as mechanical equipment is 
used some of it will fail and need to be repaired at a local 
welding shop and so it goes. 

GARAGE AND IMPLEMENT DEALERS 

Chris Johnson's implement shop. 

Christian Johnson, one of Baldur's earliest 
businessmen, established an implement agency in 1892, 
on the lot where Alex Fowler built his block in 1899. 

Christian later moved to the corner of Elizabeth and 
First. In September, 1899, Christian Johnson built an 
additional warehouse 30 feet by 50 feet. 

Quote from "Baldur Gazette": "Mr. Christian 
Johnson, the industrious and progressive Deering Im
plement Agent, has had his commodious warerooms 
painted, a chimney built over the office, and a handsome 
sign placed on the front street end of the building. Mr. 
Johnson has the largest and most commodious im
plement rooms of any machine agent in the province." 

Christian Johnson built another 40 foot by 28 foot 
addition in 1907, which gave him an area of 2,400 square 
feet of show room. 

Christian's sons, Jack and Thomas, joined the business 
and the business continued under the name C. Johnson 
and Sons after Christian's death in 1918. Jack died in 
1935, and Tom continued until 1947, when this business, 
known as the John Deere Agency, was sold to Andres 
Anderson. 

Roy Campbell bought the business from Andres 
Anderson in 1949, and Roy was in partnership with 

154 

R.N. Ramage and Sons Garage. 

Raymond Ramage until 1954. Raymond still owns the 
shop, but now deals only in Morris machinery. He is also 
an electrician and sells electrical appliances. 

W. W. Herron, an early businessman, opened the 
Massey Harris agency in 1896, and operated it until 1905, 
when J. Lyons and Jack Snidal bought it. Through the 
ensuing years, other agents were: partners, C. Smith and 
J. Graham; W.R. Price; Walter Hopcraft; Oswald 
Lodge; Clemi Skardal; and Lloyd Gordon. The Massey 
Harris shop was, for years, where Skardal Motors now 
stands, but Lloyd had the agency on Front Street. 

Massey-Harris shop in the early 1900's. 

The McCormick agents were: D. MacKenzie 1899-
1901; J.S. Nunn and M. Raycroft 1901-1902; Syd Martin 
1902-1907; and Chris Johnson. 

In March, 1903, Mr. Frank Schultz bought the former 
Methodist Church and moved it to the corner of 
Elizabeth and Third Street (where DeBaets Garage is now 
situated). The front part was used as an implement 
showroom and a portion of the back was made into a 
dwelling. Mr. Syd Martin, the McCormick agent, oc
cupied this building until 1907. The McCormick Agency 
was then taken over by Christian Johnson. 

In the 1920's, McCormick and Deering companies 
amalgamated and renamed the International Harvester 
Company. The agency was retained by Christian Johnson 
until 1930. 

The International Harvester Co. then moved to Third 
Street to the building known as Playfair's lumber shed. 
This agency was operated by Percy Elliot, John Mabon 
and Alex Foley, and in 1945, Herbert Christopherson 
took it over, when it became a machinery repair shop, 
besides the International Harvester Agency. It was called 



Baldur Implements. Herbert was a first class mechanic 
and operated his business until his untimely death in 
1960. 

The business was then sold to Henry Desrochers. The 
building was demolished and Henry continued the In
ternational Harvester Agency from his farm. 

Dearsley's Agricultural Supplies owned by Lloyd and Jeanette 
Dearsley. 

In 1944, Walter Clark built a garage on Second Street, 
where he had the J.I. Case Machinery Agency. Frank 
Geysen came to work for Walter Clark in 1946, and in 
1952, he purchased the garage. He continued the Case 
Agency. In 1966, Lloyd Dearsley, who had been working 
for Frank Geysen, bought the business. Lloyd has 
handled both Case and New Holland dealerships, and 
now operates the business as a garage and sub-dealership. 
He also sells lawn mowers and snowmobiles. 

Clemie Skardal became the Massey-Harris agent, also 
the FQrd agent, in 1927. He took over the British 
American Oil Co. agency from W.G. Kilgour in 1927. 
During the war, he took over Imperial Oil and ran both 
for two years. In 1946, he replaced the old building with a 
new one. He had the agency and dealership for Ford and 
Imperial Oil for 30 years. After Clemie died in 1974, Eric 
GuClnason took over the garage and is in partnership with 

,-

Skardal Motors Garage owned by Eric Gudnason and Glen Johnson. 

Glen Johnson. Eric also had the Imperial Oil agency until 
1975, when Joe Januska took it over and operated it from 
his hardware store on Front Street. In 1981, Joe sold the 
Imperial Oil agency to Dennis Rigaux, who operates it 
from the agency plant on Government Road. 

Around 1920, W.G. Kilgour bought the lumber and 
furniture store from John Playfair, and set up a garage 
with the Ford car agency in the lumber shed behind the 
furniture store. Two years later, he traded the garage to 
Jim Strang for a half-section of land. 

Siggi and Eiki Anderson built a garage on the corner of 
Elizabeth and Third Street, which was known as An
derson Bros. Garage, in 1927. Prior to this, Eiki had 
taken over from Jim Strang in 1925, in the garage behind 
the Playfair Furniture Store on Front Street. The new 
garage built by the Anderson Bros. was a very up-to-date 
garage including a gasoline filling station. They had the 
Chrysler car agency. In 1962, they sold the business to 
Adolphe DeBaets, who, with his sons, still operates the 
garage and Dodge and Chrysler dealership. 

Baldur Garage owned by Adolph DeBaets. 

HOTELS 

J esse Chester built the first hotel in 1890, and it was 
known as the Chester House. A livery stable to the west 
and a carriage shed to the north of it were erected to 
accommodate horses and carriages. 

The Chester House. The sample room at the right is where many dances 
were held. 
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In August, 1906, J. Chester leased to J.N. Brown, but 
Jesse Chester Jr. continued with the livery business. 

In August, 1907, J.N. Brown moved to his farm and 
Jos. and Maggie Scott took over the business. 

In October, 1910, Jos. Morris bought the Chester 
House and changed the name to Baldur Hotel. Im
provements he made were the installation of two 
Brunswick pool tables and fittings complete. 

Ad in "Baldur Gazette", Oct. 3,1912: "Girl wanted at 
Baldur Hotel. Wages $18.00 per month, apply to J. 
Morris." 

GOOD SAMPLE ROOM FIRST CLASS ACCOMMODATION 

'&The BALDUR" !EOTEt 
Baldur, Manitoba, 

JOS. MORRIS, PROPRIETO?< 

TRAINS MET 

In March, 1912, the hotel livery stable was leased by 
Bert Durham from Jesse Chester Jr. and in 1914, E.H. 
and W. Sexsmith bought out Bert Durham's livery 
business. In January, 1919, Gusti Bjornson managed the 
livery business for a short while until Hosea Josephson 
took over in 1919, and continued caring for it until 1931, 
when the livery barn burned. 

Joe Morris sold the Baldur Hotel in 1921, to Mr. Bell 
of Winnipeg, who in turn sold it to Mr. LaTourelle. In 
1928, C.J. Collingwood purchased the hotel. 

George and Elsie Craik bought the Baldur Hotel in 
1930. Elsie served delicious meals while George and 
Murray kept fires on and managed the pool room. 

Frank Pilla, the last owner, bought from George Craik 
in 1945. Frank renovated the dining room, making 
booths and adding a counter with stools. Frank Pilla sold 
this hotel in early 1950's, ending an accommodating 
building which served Baldur for over 60 years. 

Stan Goodman bought the building and demolished 
part of it in 1956. The shop where Tryggvi Johnson has 
his welding business is the only portion of the old hotel 
that was put to good use. 
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The second hotel in Baldur was built in 1892. It was 
called the NP Hotel. The location was on the corner of 
Elizabeth and Third St. and was erected by John Dew. 

Tom Sexsmith bought the hotel from John Dew in 
1902, and took over the business in 1903, changing the 
name to Commercial Hotel, operating under this name 
until May, 1909. After this date, social functions were 
held here, but the building did not serve the community 
as a hotel. 

Sexsmiths also had a livery stable, north of the hotel on 
Third St., which Bill Sexsmith continued to operate until 
the late 1940's. The hotel was the Wm. Sexsmith 
residence until 1952, when Jim Hainstock purchased the 
property and demolished the building in 1953. Mrs. Syd 
Bateman and family bought the property and Albert 
Bateman's house is now on this corner lot. 

After several years with no hotel accommodation, 
Baldur welcomed the building of a new Motor Hotel by 
Tom French in 1961, (no livery barn needed). Tom and 
Marilyn managed the motel until 1965, when Oscar and 
Elmer Olson became the new proprietors. 

Bill Thacker bought the Baldur Motor Hotel in 1971, 
and from that time it has been owned by Bob and Bar
bara Wachal, Larry and Terry Hornung, and is presently 
owned by Sam and Anne Blahy. 

The Baldur Motor Hotel operated by the Blahy Family. 

BANK 

The first bank of Baldur was privately owned by Frank 
Schultz, and opened in 1892. In 1897, he erected the 
building, which served the community until it was 
demolished in 1977. 

Union Bank of Canada 
Head Office Quebec. 

Andrew \VJlson, President. J. Sharp'es. Y:ce-flres 

Capital $3.000,000. 

~A General Banking BUSiness Tran5acted.~ 

Frank Schultz, Manage,', 
BALDUR BRANCH. 



Royal Bank in Baldur torn down in 1977. 

In 1903, the Union Bank of Canada opened a branch in 
Baldur with Frank Schultz as manager. He held this 
position until his death in 1915. He was succeeded by 
J .A. McPhail, as acting manager. 

The following are managers who have served this 
bank: 
E.H. Bally 1916-1927 
During that time, the absorption of the branches of the 
Union Bank of Canada by the Royal Bank of Canada 
was effected on Sept. 1, 1925. 
R.S. Hodge 
T. W. Cuncannon 
F.H. Bridge 
Pat Starr 
G. Fisher 
Paul August 
Bill Henderson 
Jack Lumsden 

1927-1934 
1934-1936 
1936-1946 
1946-1959 
1959-1961 
1961-1970 
1970-1972 
1972-1980 

Keith Miles is the present manager and came on Nov. 
3, 1980. The new bank building was built in 1977, on a lot 
just west of where the old structure stood. 

The Royal Bank situated in Baldur. 

REAL ESTATE, FINANCIAL 
AND INSURANCE 

From information gleaned from the "Baldur Gazette" 
the early men in this field were Harrower and Price. 

John Harrower was a Notary Public, auctioneer and 
was secretary-treasurer of Argyle Municipality from 
1889-1933. 

R.W. Price was fire and life insurance agent and 
commissioner in B.R. 

In 1891, the first Tiger Hills School, which was situated 
near Baldur, was moved into Baldur by G.W. Playfair 
and was used as an office by Harrower and Price. 

In March, 1900, Harrower and Price built a 24' x 30' 
addition to their office building which served as an 
implement shed for their Frost and Wood farm 
machinery agency. This building has been in use as 
recently as 1980, where the last business was Kerry 
Maxwell's Bakery. 

Frank Schultz, a prominent banker, insurance and real 
estate agent, opened an office in 1892, on Elizabeth Ave., 
in a small building where Lee's Store now stands. 

Another record of a real estate firm was one started by 
Fred Stratford in 1903. 

At the present time Wallis Agencies have an office in 
what was the west half of the Fowler Block and is 
presently the "Baldur Gazette" Office where they handle 
all insurance policies and real estate transactions. 

This building was used as an insurance office by Harrower and Price 
and as the office for the secretary-treasurer of the R.M. of Argyle, John 
Harrower. The attached building at the back was used for an implement 
shed. 

BUTCHER SHOP 

The first butcher business recorded was started in 1892 
by Jas. Graham. 

J.L. Kelso was a butcher in 1898, and A.W. Playfair 
entered into partnership with Kelso in February, 1899. In 
April of that year A. W. Playfair took over this business 
when J. Kelso left to reside at the west coast. 

G.B. Sexsmith rented the shop from A.W. Playfair in 
May, 1899, where fruit and meat were sold until Sexsmith 
closed the store in 1899. 

C. Schaefer opened a butcher business in 1900 and J. 
Croasdale operated one in 1903. 

Joe Lyons, who started a butcher business in 1903, in a 
shop north of the old "Baldur Gazette" office on Second 
St. made many improvements in the conducting of the 
butcher shop and started a large stock shipping business. 

An ad in the "Baldur Gazette", 19lO, read: "Ad: Meat 
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W.H. Bray and Mr. Bateman outside the butcher shop. 

market J. Lyons. Front quarter of beef - 7¢ per lb. Sides 
of beef - 8¢ a lb." 

In 1912, Joe Lyons sold the butcher business to H.G. 
Brown, who operated it until he sold it to W.H. Bray in 
1914. George Bath was in partnership with Bill Bray for a 
few years. 

W. Bray sold to Joe Lyons in 1921, and later moved 
the business to the W.O. Fowler (old pool room) building 
on Front St. J. McLellan took over the butcher shop 
from J. Lyons in 1927, where Jim sold groceries, as well 
as meat. 

In 1935, Alex Bannerman had a butcher shop on 
Second St. on the lot where Lloyd Dearsley's Garage now 
stands, until 1939. 

Also in the mid-1930's Slim Gadd opened the White 
Star Meat Market in the west part of what was later 
McMillan's Store. 

In 1945, Alex Gillies bought the butcher business from 
Slim Gadd. In 1947, Alex bought the butcher business 
and locker plant from William Kilgour, which is still the 
present Baldur Meat Market location. 

Alex Gillies sold to Gerry and Molly Mcintosh in 1963. 
Garry Bate took over the Baldur Meat Market in 1971, 

and sold it to Andre Gagnon. 
After the Meat Market was closed for a short time, 

Bob Cappelle bought it in 1976. He, in turn, sold to 
Gordon and Peggy Percival in 1981, and it is very con
venient to have this business continue in the town. 

Bill Bray with his father and Joe Bould at butchering time. 
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Baldur Meat Market owned by Gordon and Peggy Percival. 

GENERAL MERCHANTS 

Mrs. S.c. Bell was a general merchant from 1897 to 
1899. She sold to Mr. W. T. Bremner and he in turn 
closed in 1901. 

In 1899, Mr. W.J.S. Waugh opened a store on Front 
Street, in the building known last as the barber shop and 
pool room. Mrs. Waugh had a millinery in the store. 
Quote from the' 'Baldur Gazette" in 1902: 

"April, 1902 - The traditional interest was taken by the 
ladies on Fri. and Sat. in the brilliant display of Millinery 
creations in the nicely decorated show rooms in W.J.S. 
Waugh's general store, when his spring millinery opening 
was conducted under the able management of Mrs. 
Waugh. On entering the millinery department one could 
not help but admire the beautiful array of artistic designs 
in trimmings, decorations and hats finished in the latest 
styles. The trimmed goods and leading styles of ready to 
wear hats were in great profusion. The show cases with 
their ribbons, cards and other accessories were also very 
attractive. In trimmings, dainty and airy effects are the 
leading characteristics. " 

Mr. Waugh closed his store in 1903, Clyde Playfair and 
Oli Anderson bought the business from Waugh. In·1905, 
Oli Anderson and C. Playfair rented the Curtis block. 

Gam Low bought the original Playfair lumber and 
furniture store from W.G. Kilgour. Gam had a general 
store and a restaurant. He sold to Art Hill in 1942. Art 
sold to Fred Jackson in 1951. This store was under the 
management of Bob Craik for several years. Bob sold to 
Hector McMillan in 1963. He kept the store until 1976 
when the building was demolished, and a house was built 
there in 1977. 

In 1940, Wm. Peterson, who had previously had a 
grocery store in the back part of the Kilgour building, 
rented a part of Jim McClellan's store and set up a 
grocery store. He died in August, 1940. His son Peter 
then took over the store for a short time. 

In 1916, Mr. Lee Foon moved to Baldur and purchased 
the restaurant business from Charlie King, together with 
the stock of confectionery and all the kitchen and dining 
room utensils. In 1924, Lee Foon built a new store, 
having torn down the old building. During the building 
of the new store, he used a temporary building, set up 
between the old bank and the present variety store, for 
his business. Mr. Lee had an ice-cream shop and 



restaurant at the back of his new store. His concoctions 
of banana splits, sodas, and maple walnut sundaes were 
scrumptious. Mr. and Mrs. Lee Foon retired in 1959. 
Their son, Tommy, took over the business, remodelled 
the store and worked there until his tragic death in 1961. 
His brother, Oscar Lee, took over and still runs the 
business. The building received renovations to the ex
terior in 1981. 

Lee's Food Mart operated by Oscar Lee. 

BAKERIES AND CONFECTIONERIES 

In the 1890's A. Mitchell had a bakery and con
fectionery. In 1898, Alex Bonham bought it from A. 
Mitchell. The store burned in 1899. 

In 1899, Nunn and Raycroft opened a bakery, con
fectionery and fruit business, but it remained open for 
only a short time. 

Mrs. E. Rankin opened a confectionery store and 
lunch room in November, 1899, on Elizabeth St. east of 
Second Street, which had been the Saddlery shop. In 
1903, Mrs. Rankin built an addition to the premises. The 
upper portion contained their residence and the lower 
portion was used as an ice cream parlor. 
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Ice was cut from the creek in the winter and stored in 
an ice house to be used the following summer by Mrs. 
Rankin to keep her ice cream. In April, 1909, an up-to
date soda fountain was installed. Quote from 1913 
"Baldur Gazette": "Ice cream and crushed fruit 15¢, Ice 
cream per dish IO¢, Ice cream sodas IO¢, Ice cream cones 
5¢ - Mrs. Rankin." 

Lou Schultz bought this store in 1918, after Mrs. 

Rankin's death, and operated it until C.J. Batters bought 
it in 1923. He called it 'The Red Rose Confectionery and 
Ice Cream Parlor'. 

In 1925, Mr. and Mrs. H.G. Cox and son Lionel 
bought the confectionery and bakery from C.J. Batters, 
and operated it until 1933. At this time A. Kadrie pur
chased this same building and sold groceries and dry 
goods until 1946, when Norman Larson and his brother 
bought and kept a general store and confectionery for a 
couple of years. 

This store was last occupied as a radio repair shop by 
Tony Beaufoy, and has since been torn down. 

In 1902, Charles Graham opened a fruit and con
fectionery store in a new building beside the Chester 
House. Prior to 1902, Charles Graham operated a store 
in part of the J. Dew hotel. Charles died in 1904. 

Mr. R. Band who had just disposed of his interest in 
Baldur Roller Mills, purchased two lots on Second St. 
and built a house in May, 1905, where he opened a 
confectionery store in the front rooms. Mrs. Band 
operated this store until the mid-twenties. This store is 
the present residence of Alf and Verna Welsh. 

In 1914, J.S. Anderson opened a bakery, advertising 
"17 loaves of bread for $1.00". He also showed moving 
pictures in the upper portion of this building, which was 
the building erected by W.O. Fowler and later known as 
barber shop and pool hall. 

Baldur welcomed the opening of a bakery in 1945, 
when Richard Thompson bought the building first owned 
by Harrower and Price. Tom and Vera Jansen bought the 
business and building from Richard in 1947. Tom's fruit 
cakes and other goodies as well as the good coffee served, 
will be remembered, as well as his bread and buns, which 
he baked until his retirement in 1972. 

Paul Garwood took over this business from Tom but 
operated it only until Kerry Maxwell came in 1974. Again 
good local bread and other baking was appreciated. 
Kerry closed the shop in 1980, and the town is now 
without a bakery. 

QUOTE FROM BALDUR GAZETTE 

1899 - Baldur, after nine years existence, had its first 
fire, when the bakery and confectionery store burned 
down. 
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THE BALDUR GAZETTE 

The first publication of the "Baldur Gazette" ap
peared on June 30, 1898, with Mr. S.R.P. Cooper as 
proprietor and editor. It was an eight-page, six-column 
paper, at $1.00 per year and was the premier newspaper 
on this railway line. The "Baldur Gazette" building was 
originally situated on the present post office lot and in 
1906, the plant was moved farther north, on the same 
street, to the building which had been the former Harness 
Shop run by O.L. Nunn. 

In 1907, Mr. Cooper, who was leaving to become 
publisher of "The Standard" in Vermilion, Alta., sold 
the "Baldur Gazette" to Mr. P .F. Curtis. Mr. Walter 
Frederickson, who had been with Mr. Cooper since 1903, 
took charge of the mechanical department of the paper, 
under Mr. Curtis. In 1908, when Mr. Curtis left to reside 
in British Columbia, Walter became editor of the 
Gazette. 

Left: "Baldur Gazette", Middle: Butcher shop, Right: Laundry. 

In March, 1909, Mr. Curtis sold the "Baldur Gazette" 
to Miss Annie Playfair, who in turn sold it to Mr. Fred 
Stevens, in April, 1909. In October, 1909, Mr. Stevens 
assumed the complex duties of editor and proprietor and 
Mr. Walter Frederickson left to take up the position as 
editor of "The Moon" in Hannah, N.D. Mr. Stevens 
continued as editor of the "Gazette" until his death in 
1939. 

In October, 1939, Mr. Lorne McLeod became editor, 
and in August, 1941, purchased the "Gazette" from Mrs. 
Stevens. Mrs. Edna Johnson started working for Mr. 
McLeod in 1942. In 1948, Edna purchased the "Gazette" 
and operated the business until 1963, the latter three 
years with the help of her son, Earl. 

In 1963, Earl took over the business. Shortly after, an 
Intertype hot-metal typecasting machine was purchased. 
This eliminated much of the hand-set type. 

In 1975, the "Gazette" switched to offset printing with 
the typewriter being used to set the copy and a Multilith 
press was used to do the printing. Shortly after, a 
computerized typesetter was purchased. 

In October, 1978, Earl and his wife, Joy, purchased the 
Fowler Block, along with the Post Office, and the office 
was set up in the former Fowler's Shoe Store. The 
stationery and school supply department was added at 
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The "Baldur Gazette" office in 1981. 

that time. 
Since the time of moving, several new lines of 

equipment have been added, such as; a second com
puterized typesetter, processor, and camera and plate
making department. 

The "Gazette" is now printed in a small tabular size 
and features an average of 28 pages per week with a 
circulation of 1,000 - doubling in the last 15 years. All 
aspects of the printing are done entirely on the premises -
typesetting, plate-making and printing. 

Besides the printing of the "Gazette" the J ohnsons 
also publish "Wawanesa Valley Echoes" and "Manitoba 
Charolais News" monthly, plus a full line of commercial 
printing. 

TAILORING, DRESSMAKING 
AND MILLINERY 

A. West, merchant tailor, came to Baldur in the late 
1890's. He left in 1904, and returned to England. 

Mr. J .E. (Ed) Breault opened a tailoring business in 
1905. He rented the shop one door west of the Union 
Bank on Front St. in 1906, he moved to the rear of the 
barber shop on Front St. In 1925, Ed moved to the house 
next door to the old Gazette Office. 

In the 1930's, Ed Breault's tailor shop was in the 
building which was later the bakeshop. 

Dressmakers remembered from 1899 on, are: Miss 
Dora Snydal, who started in 1899 and worked above the 
Schultz building until her marriage to Ole Anderson; in 
1905, Miss Johnson did practical dressmaking in rooms 
over the Union Bank and later moved to the Fowler 
Block; in 1906, Miss Christopherson had dressmaking 
rooms over R. Rollins and Sons; Mrs. White, and other 
ladies who apprenticed with her, did dressmaking in 
1910; in 1913, Mrs. M. Butland opened dressmaking 
rooms at Mrs. Lou Schultz's and did all kinds of 
dressmaking, including tailor-made suits and evening 
gowns. 

In 1920, Mrs. Ella Playfair opened a millinery in her 
home, the former Curtis home. After Ella's death, her 
sister, Mrs. Dora Anderson took over the millinery. Part 
of the building was moved to Second St. in 1927, where 
Dora carried on in the millinery and dress shop until her 
death in 1939. Her daughter Eleanor continued this 



Johnson's Dress Shop owned by Edna Johnson. 

business until 1950, when Mrs. Merle Johnston bought 
the shop. The next owner was Miss Louise Renaud who 
bought and operated the millinery and dress shop from 
1955 to September, 1963, when the present owner, Mrs. 
Edna Johnson, bought it. Edna built a new shop on the 
same lot in 1969. Edna does not sell hats, but has a good 
stock of dresses, slacks and all ladies' and children's 
wear. 

SHOE REPAIR 

Besides the shoe repair business of Alex Fowler, other 
men who did shoe repairs from the early 1890's to 1915 
were Charles Couzens, John Rickter, John Goodman 
and Pall Gudmundson. 

In June, 1916, Gisli Olson opened a shoe repair shop 
on lot 10, block 5, In 1920, he moved his business to the 
house next to the hotel. 

In 1931, Gisli carried on his business in his home. 
J .S. Johnson had the shoe repair shop, vacated by Pall 

Gudmundson, on the corner of Elizabeth and First 
Street, for many years. 

BARBERS 

There have been many barbers in Baldur, at different 
locations, during the passing years. From 1898 to 1924, 
they were: Wm. Forrester, A.E. Hinde, George Marion, 
Wm. Ferguson, Geo. Lamoneaux, M. Ellwood, J. 
Ovenden, and R. Watkins. Quote from 'Baldur Gazette', 
1904: "Mr. Watkins installed a shaving chair, which was 
replete with all modern improvements, tending to the 
comfort of the customers and is adjusted with well
balanced tripping and swinging appliances, to every 
conceivable position." Next came Mr. Robertson, Bert 
Dalzell, W.R. Paul, John A. Duncan, Norman Lyons, 
Mr. McNutt, Mr. Stephenson and Dunc. McLennan. 

Pete Natsuk arrived in 1924, and barbered in a shop, 
on the corner of First and Elizabeth. "Shave and a 
haircut two bits." Pete will not only be remembered for 
straight-razor shaves and smelly hair tonic, but also the 
beautiful vegetables he grew in his garden. In a back 
corner of Pete's Shop, some girls did hairdressing, 
namely: Rose Josephson, Veiga Johnson, and Jean 
Smith. 

Pete sold his shop in 1946, to Steini Johnson who 

started an electric shop. 
Syd Evans barbered in a shop on Second Street north 

of the old Baldur Hotel from 1928 to 1934. 
Leslie Kenyon carried on Syd's business from 1936 to 

1942. 
Mac Staveckney barbered in the pool room on Front 

Street from 1947 to 1949. 
Pete and John Malvassora took over the barber shop 

and pool room in 1949. They left Baldur for Victoria, 
B.C. in the early sixties. There were more fish left for 
local fishermen, after Pete and John left. 

Larry Ricker was the last resident barber in Baldur and 
had his shop in the pool room. 

WATCHMAKER AND JEWELER 

Hart Davidson, a practical watchmaker and jeweler 
was in Baldur by 1898. Watches and clocks still in use 
were purchased from Hart; one clock which has ticked 
continuously was donated by Hart to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. 

In 1907, Hart moved his business to a building where 
the present post office is located, and continued until 
1920. 

Mr. Alf Baker came to this same building as jeweler in 
1920, and remained there until his death in 1930. 

A.T.BAKER 

BALDUR, J\!ANI'L'OEA. 

VETERINARY SURGEONS 

J.H. Snider came in 1898, and his office was on Front 
Street. After practising for one and one-half years Mr. 
Snider moved to Emerson, in 1900. 

This area was without veterinary service until Dr. J. W. 
Campbell began his practice in 1914, and remained here 
until 1937. 

W.H. Bray (Bill) was always on call to aid farmers with 
sick animals, until his retirement. 

VETERINARY SURGEON AND DENTIST 

llALDUn, ~IAK. 
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OTHER BUSINESSES 

Andres Helgason was a bookbinder and a master of the 
trade. For several year, he used a portion of the 
"Gazette" Office for his shop. Some of the earliest 
"Gazettes" were bound by him. He was also an excellent 
house painter and worked at both these jobs with great 
pride, until leaving Baldur in 1917. 

Joseph Wray was a wheelwright and general wood
worker. He set up a shop in the early 1900's on First 
Street, where the municipal office was built in 1926. 

Frank Schultz was an agent for sales of organs, pianos 
and phonographs. 

Dr. W.J. Arnold was Baldur's only dentist. He set up 
practice in 1924, and continued until the early 1940's, 
when he moved to Winnipeg. 

In 1921, Ivan Schultz established a law office. In 1930, 
Ivan was elected to the Legislative Assembly and Carl 
Atkins took over his office when Ivan became Minister of 
Education in 1936. 

A laundry was established in 1899, and continued for 
many years. It was managed by a successive number of 
Chinamen. 

Orner Nunn opened a harness shop in 1904. Prior to 
this, he had worked for Alex Fowler for about a year. In 
1905, he built a new shop beside the old one on Second 
Street. Mr. Nunn left Baldur in 1906, and his shop was 
then taken over by the "Baldur Gazette". The building 
was recently torn down to make way for the building of 
the new municipal office, which was completed in 1982. 

Band L Transfer from Winnipeg, operated the first 
transfer service in Baldur in 1933. It was owned by 
Bjarnson and Larason, and they sold to Clemie Skardal 
and Elgin Gemmill in 1934. 

Baldur Transfer with its fleet of five trucks, owned by Skardal and 
Gemmill. 

Otto Skardal took over the transfer from 1946 until 
1949, when it was then taken over by Burton Bray. 
Burton sold the transfer business to Dennis Desrochers in 
the fall of 1976, and it became known as the Baldur
Mariapolis Transfer. Dennis sold to Dick and Danny 
Levreault in 1981. 

The Baldur grist mill was established in 1890, and was 
operated by R. Band and A. McDonell. It was a very 
important industry in the early days of the district, and 
farmers came from all over the country to get their supply 
of flour. The mill was very modern for its time, having 
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the best machinery available. The capacity of the mill was 
75 barrels per day, and was run the year around, and day 
and night during the extra busy season. 

In 1905, Mr. Band disposed of his interest in the mill. 
Mr. McDonell continued the operation of the mill until 
1909, when he closed it down, due to lack of business. 
The mill was torn down in 1923. 

In 1946, Steini Johnson bought the building on the 
corner of Elizabeth and First Street from Pete Natsuk, 
barber, and opened up an electric shop. In 1948, he 
replaced the building with a new one, extending it a few 
years later. In 1963, he sold the building to Raymond and 
Isobelle Cleghorn, where they set up in the drug store 
business once again, after having lost their old building in 
a disastrous fire earlier that year. The Cleghorns retired 
in 1968, and the building was sold to Allan and Thora 
Thorleifson, who set up a variety store. Due to Allan's ill 
health, they sold the business to Grace Beauchamp in 
1975, who operated it until 1981 when she sold to Lloyd 
and Bubs Reykdal. 

Baldur Variety owned by Lloyd and Bubs Reykdal. 

In 1955, Jim and Germain Guilbert built the Dew Drop 
Inn restaurant on First Street, on the property now 
owned by Johnson Welding. It was a welcome business, 
the Baldur Hotel having closed, and no other restaurant 
in town. The Dew Drop Inn became the local hangout for 
the young people. Jim and Germain always knew when 
school was out; after a mad dash from school to the Drop 
Inn, there would be a stampede of teenagers coming in 
the door, fighting their way to get a booth. It's amazing 

Menu used at the Dew Drop Inn. 



how many could pile into one booth! In 1964, the Dew 
Drop Inn was closed and the building and lot sold to 
Tryggvi Johnson. 

In 1981, the R. and R. Drive-In, a fast-food outlet, was 
built on Second Street on the property of Dearsley's 
Agricultural Supplies. This restaurant, where one can 
'eat in' or 'take out', is owned and operated by Raymond 
and Robin Lussier. 

The Double R Drive Inn owned by Raymond and Robin Lussier. 

G.W. Playfair Sr. was the first undertaker. The 
business was taken over by J. and G. Playfair in 1899, 
and in 1909, they acquired an up-to-date hearse. In 1920, 
A. W. Playfair purchased the undertaking business and 
continued until 1927, when he sold to Jim McClellan. In 
1928, Jim added an auto hearse to his undertaking 
equipment and in 1935, he erected a mortuary building 
behind the fire hall on Second Street. 

Eddie Cramer worked with Jim McClellan until Jim's 
death in 1960. Eddie took over the business and con
tinued until his death in 1967. 

In 1980, Bill Jamieson, an undertaker from Glenboro, 
who had been serving the Baldur area, purchased a 
building on Front Street, located between the "Gazette" 
office and the Baldur Hardware. He set up a mortuary. 

Jamieson's Mortuary owned by Bill Jamieson. 

Van Damme Trenching, owned and operated by 
Johnny Van Damme, sells and installs septic tanks, cattle 
waterers and does all types of trenching. 

In 1957, Lloyd Gordon bought the Curtis block. He 
tore down most of the building and remodelled a small 
portion. He sold it to Anglo-Canadian. Under Lloyd's 
management, it operated as an Anglo Canadian, Royalite 

and then Gulf station until 1977, when Lloyd bought it 
back. Lloyd continued to run it as a Gulf station until 
1981, when he sold it to Jim Williamson of Belmont. 
Gerry Wilson is presently managing the service station 
for Jim. 

The first central telephone office was located in the 
drug store in May, 1906. By October, 1907, the Baldur 
telephone exchange had 31 phones. 

By 1909, Baldur had around-the-clock phone service, 
as operators were engaged for night duty, and there were 
around 160 subscribers. A new telephone office was built 
in 1928, which served the district until dial telephone 
service came in 1973. At this time, the telephone office in 
Baldur closed, and a new Manitoba Telephone System 
building was built on the south end of Government Road, 
to house the dial conversion equipment. 

Isabelle Campbell in the telephone office in 
Baldur in the late 1940's. 

The telephone office built in 1928 and used until 1973. 

John Martens, a plumber, came to Baldur in 1965. He 
purchased the old telephone office as a store house, and 
continues today as a plumber. Blair Gosselin, former 
resident of the Baldur area, returned to Baldur in 1977. 
He works in the area as a plumber. 

163 



Jerry DeBaets purchased the lot, the former site of the 
Stillwell Blacksmith Shop on Front Street, in 1978, and 
erected a modern auto body shop, with facilities for 
painting and repairing automobiles. 

Bill Lockhart moved to Baldur and established the 
Rock Lake Apiaries in 1973. His shop is located in the 
same yard as Bannerman Lumber. In 1980, Bill built a 
new and larger 'honey-house', also located in the Ban
nerman Lumber yard. 

Robert Grift, an electrician, moved to Baldur in 1981, 
and presently works in that capacity in the district. 

Throughout the years, there have been many car
penters, plasterers and contractors. There have been too 
many to list them all, but their workmanship is evident in 
many of the buildings both in the town and rural areas. 
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Rob's Car Wash, owned by Rob Ramage, was opened in 1978 
in the building formerly the old fire hall. This car wash also has 
a wash station at the back to accommodate trucks. 

MEMORIAL HALL 

o 
When John Clark died, he willed money to be used by 

trustees for a memorial for his wife Hanna. In 1938, a 
memorial hall was erected, under the direction of a 
company of shareholders. A plaque, with the following 
inscription, was placed inside the hall. "To the honoured 
memory of Hanna A. Clark and all those pioneer 
women, who with faith and fortitude, endured the 
hazards and hardships of pioneer life to establish this 
community. " 

In 1970, the Foresters took over control of the 
Memorial Hall. 

THE CANADIAN ORDER OF 
FORESTERS COURT BALDUR M309 

The first meeting of Court Baldur was held on March 
24, 1891. The charter for Court Baldur is date March 29, 
1891, with 15 members names on it. The Foresters were 
active in Baldur from 1891, until 1936, and had quite a 
number of members during this period of time. 

In 1946, the Baldur Court of the Canadian Order of 
Foresters M309, became active again and started having 
meetings. The first meeting was held in the Co-op Hall, 
July 21, 1946. At this time they had 10 new members and 
a few of the older members. One member at this time, 
who had his name on the charter in 1891, Brother James 
Chester, was an active member until his death in 1959, at 
the age of 99 years, 10 months. He had been a member of 
the Canadian Foresters for 68 years. 

The Foresters have been quite active in Baldur area 
since 1946, supporting the community and some of their 
own projects, such as: Cancer Fund, Ability Fund, and 
since 1959, the Easter Seal Campaign. 

In later years Baldur became a mixed Court and 
members from surrounding courts, that have closed, 
have joined with Baldur giving the Court now 108 
members. 

The Foresters now run the Baldur Foresters Memorial 
Hall and have bingos every Monday night. They serve at 
suppers and socials, with proceeds going toward 
repairing the hall and various other projects and 
organizations. 



BALDUR BRIDGE CLUB 

The Baldur Bridge Club was formed in the late 1920's 
and operated for a few years. Each week it met in the 
home of one of the members. 

BRIDGE CLUB RULES 

1. The fee shall be $10.00 per week. Those wishing to pay 
in advance may do so. 

2. Anyone unable to attend a meeting must send a 
substitute, the substitute paying the fee for that day. 

3. The prize shall not exceed 50¢; the hostess of that day 
choosing same and the money to come out of the 
funds. 

4. Three articles only to be served for tea. (Anyone 
breaking this rule will pay a fine of 50¢.) White paper 
table napkins to be supplied by the Club. 

5. If any member wins the prize twice during the month, 
she will pass it on to the second highest scores of the 
day. 

6. The club will begin playing at 3 o'clock sharp 
(members attending at a quarter to 3), and will play 
until 5 o'clock when a bell will be rung. 

7. Four hands to be played at each table, the winners 
move (table 4 to table 3, table 3 to table 2, table 2 to 
table 1,) losers at table 1 go to table 4. All partners 
must change. 

8. Partners are chosen by passing slips at the beginning of 
the game. 

9. A draw to be made each day to choose hostess for the 
following week. 

MEMBERS OFTHE CLUB 

Mrs. F. Schultz 
Mrs. L. Schultz 
Mrs. Lodge 
Mrs. O. Anderson 
Mrs. G. Campbell 
Mrs. W. Arnold 
Mrs. F. Arnold 
Mrs. Harrower 
Mrs. T. Johnson 
Mrs. Hill 
Mrs. Cleghorn 
Mrs. Hodge 
Miss Wilson 
Miss Snydal 
Miss Fisher 

SUBSTITUTES 

Mrs. Stevens 
Mrs. S. Anderson 
Mrs. Madson 
Nurse Robinson 
Miss May Parsonage 
Miss M. Lodge 
Miss E. Anderson 

Hon. President 
President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

OFFICERS 

Mrs. F. Schultz 
Mrs. Hodge 
Mrs. Cleghorn 
Mrs. W. Arnold 
Mrs. Johnson 

QUOTES FROM THE BALDUR GAZETTE 

The following are quotes taken from the "Baldur 
Gazette", Feb. 13,1936. 

THE BRIDGE MATCH 

"Said Ivan to his stalwart man, "Those dames are very 
snooty. 
To beat them at a game of bridge, is our unbounded 
duty. 
We'll stake them to one thousand points, We'll prove 
that they are very dense. 
And we will have a turkey feast, supplied to us at their 
expense. " 
"Aye! Aye!" re-echoed henchman Rod, "We'll stop 
their noisy chatter, 
And have them serve a fine roast duck, upon a silver 
platter. " 
The ladies did not cringe with fear, they met the challenge 
face to face, 
And moved into the battle's rear, with calm and queenly 
grace. 
The fight it was a furious one, but when the bridge guns 
boomed no more, 
The men were ashen white with shame, they lost; the 
women topped the score. 
They did not need the thousand points, they'll eat while 
Roderick pours the tea, 
While Ivan sobs with bitter grief, and never more will 
boastful be. " 

"The custom of condemning a vanquished opponent at 
bridge or other game, to play marbles, is not obsolete; the 
up-to-date method is to play crokinole, as one defeated 
member of the sterner sex did; another went to the city to 
soothe his shattered nerves and to get a few pointers for 
the next match with the ladies." 

Feb. 20, 1936 - "The banquet - The men of the big 
bridge game, paid their indebtedness to the ladies at the 
home of Ivan Schultz on Thursday night, Feb. 13, with a 
turkey dinner. The culinary achievements of Ivan and 
Rod were enjoyed to the fullest by all present, especially 
the ladies. A fine program of poetical gems and songs, set 
to music by local composers, concluded the banquet. The 
evening wound up in cards, this time, paired couples of 
both sexes indulged in the game, so there was no 
argument as to the supremacy of either sex. Mrs. C. 
Skardal won the ladies' prize and Mrs. F.J. Arnold took 
second. Mr. Dick Holder won the men's prize. The 
Winslow players copped low score. 

All present were unanimous in the endorsation of a 
most enjoyable evening." 
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May 12, 1936 - "More fame for the bridge ladies - The 
attention of Brother McKitrick, editor of the 'Crystal 
City Courier', was attracted by the Homeric poem, 'How 
the Ladies Won the Bridge'. He gives an amusing 
description of it and wonders if Fred Stevens wrote it -
No brother, not guilty. 

It must be gratifying to the ladies to learn how their 
fame has gone abroad through their glorious victory. 

Brother Kitrick winds up with the following pertinent 
remarks, to which we hope Ivan will pay particular at
tention. 

'We do think however, the ladies of Baldur have 
treated our good friend Ivan rather shabbily, in not 
providing him with a wife, and we suggest he himself has 
been a little lax in not looking over the excellent feminine 
m~terial in the south end of his constituency, where 
brIdge battles are usually fought, with the genders mixed. 
Of course, Ivan may be nursing the delusion (having 
nothing more substantial to hug) that by remaining a 
bachelor, he may eventually become Prime Minister of 
Canada, or even Leader of his most Gracious Majesty's 
Loyal Opposition, or by a wilder stretch of the 
imagination, M.P. for Lisgar. We would really advise 
him to. attend to his poetry, and stick to his bridge, 
otherwIse he would only find his troubles mounting.' " 

BALDUR SAVE THE SOIL CLUB 

The Baldur Save The Soil Club was organized in 1953 
by agricultural representative Reg Forbes. His successor, 
Merv McKay, who had an ag-rep office in Baldur worked 
with the members for several years with the help of Jack 
Parker of the soils and crop branch. 

The aim of the club was to give its members on the 
farm visits by soil specialists and ag-reps, for the purpose 
of developing good soil management practices. It was 
sponsored by the Line Elevators Farm Service. 

Members of the club were scored on the basis of soil 
management, general farm upkeep and farmstead 
beautification with the winners receiving atrophy. 
~riginal members of the club were: H. Woodworth, Joe 
Slgurd~on, L.D. Davidson, Joe Christopherson, Ed 
Gosselm, Joe Wray, J. Hiscock, S.S. Johnson, R. 
Dearsley. 
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Merv McKay presenting Dick Dearsley with 
the Save The Soil cup in 1955. 

BALDUR CROP IMPROVEMENT CLUB 

Dick, Lome and Ted Dearsley roguing their seed plots as members of 
the Crop Improvement Club, taken in 1955. 

The crop improvement clubs or "seed clubs" as they 
were more commonly known were sponsored by 
Manitoba Pool elevators. 

The purpose of the clubs was to introduce new and 
better varieties of seed for the members and to encourage 
bet~er management practices. The members competed 
agamst each other and the plots were judged with 
trueness of variety, lack of weeds, and general ap
pearance being the main concern. The winners were 
awarded certificates and cups. 

The Baldur Seed Club was organized in 1951 with 
Manitoba Pool elevator fieldman, Doug Noton, in 
charge. Syd Stanford was elected president, Herb 
Woodworth was vice-president, and Jack Hiscock was 
secretary. 

The province was divided into six districts with the 
highest seed plot score in each district winnin~ a trip to 
the Lakehead and Duluth. Members of the Baldur club 
who won one of these trips were R. Koldyk, R. Camp
bell, and R. Dearsley. 

In later years Manitoba Pool elevator fieldmen·Harvey 
Jones and John Neable helped with the club. The Baldur 
Crop Improvement Club folded in the late sixties. 

Among the early members were: 

J. Sigurdson 
L. Davidson 
C. Helgason 
W. Clark 
R. Dearsley 
E. Johnson 
J. Wray 
H. Lockerby 
R. Campbell 
S.S. Johnson 
T. Dearsley 
J. Hiscock 
A. Dearsley 
A. McGill vary 
J. Christopherson 
C. Dalman 
J. Gillis 
R. Koldyk 
C. Johnson 



4-H IN BALDUR 

Neta DeSlyper, Marjorie Pilla, Florence Stilwell, Nora Woodworth, 
Marguerite Christopherson, Maxine Reykdal, Mary Van Den Bussche, 
Ila Clark, Zelma Cooper, Coreen Scott, wearing the dresses they 
learned to sew in 1949 in the Baldur Sewing Club. 

The forerunner of 4-H was the Boys' and Girls' Club. 
The records show that in 1936, the 4-H club was 
established with Mrs. Tom Johnson and Nina Thor
steinson as leaders. 

In 1937, there was a Garden Club which was started by 
the Agricultural Representative, Alex Craik of Pilot 
Mound. 

In 1953, the club was known as Baldur Sewing Club. 
From 1958-1961, the club was known as Baldur

Greenway Happy Stitchers. 
In 1962 and 1963, the club was known as Baldur

Greenway Busy Fingers. 
In 1963, they started handicrafts and home design. 
In 1977, the club was named Baldur Home Economics 

Club. 
From 1936 until the present time (1981) 4-H has been 

active in the community. It has been successful because 
of the willingness of the people who gave their time to 
become leaders, encouraging and assisting the children in 
their projects. 

BALDUR 4-H BEEF CLUB 

The Baldur Beef Club was organized in 1954 by the 
Agricultural Representative, Merv McKay. The first 
achievement was to be held at the stockyard but because 
of rain it was held in the lumber yard. 

There were 17 members with C. Dalman, S. Breault 
and Dick Dearsley. The executive were: President - Earl 
Warrener; Vice-president - Marion McGill; Secretary -
Lewis Dalman; Treasurer - Bob Christopherson; News 
Reporter - Cyril W arrener. 

In 1955, the achievement was moved to Greenway, 
where it was held in conjunction with the Greenway Fair. 

In 1980, there were eight members with Rene Ricard 
and Ag. Rep. Michael Sykes as leaders. President - Allan 
Johnson; Vice-president - Kim Johnson; Secretary
Treasurer - Anita Ricard; Reporter - Norman Lebeau. 

Membership has varied from 20 members in 1956 down 
to 8 members in 1980; but there has been a Baldur 4-H 
Beef Club every year since 1954. 

BALDUR 4-H JUNIOR SEED CLUB 

In 1952, the Baldur 4-H Junior Seed Club was 
organized. The leader was Walter Parsonage Sr. The 
president was Tryggvi Johnson, Vice- Albert Skardal, 
Secretary - Carl Johnson. There were 16 members. 

In 1953 there were 14 members. Leader was Sid 
Stanford. President - Walt Parsonage, Vice- Calvin 
Darling, Secretary - W.K. Young. 

This club is no longer active. 

BALDUR 4-H AUTOMOTIVE CLUB 

The Baldur 4-H Automotive Club was organized in 
1962 with 19 members. The Leader was Lloyd Dearsley; 
Assistant Leader was George Hanna; President - Ken 
Oliver; Vice - Garth Lockerby; Secretary-Treasurer -
Bruce Ward; Reporter - Bill Warrener. 

In 1963 there were 14 members. Leader was Lloyd 
Dearsley; Assistant Leader was George Hanna; President 
- Lome Dearsley; Vice - Henry Everett; Secretary
Treasurer - Allan Gordon; Reporter - Garry Ramage. 

This club dissolved in 1963. 

BALDUR 4-H TRACTOR CLUB 

The Baldur 4-H Tractor Club was organized in 1957, 
with 13 members, their leader was R.C. Cooney, the 
assistant was Bob Hiscock. The executive was President -
Ted Dearsley; Vice - Cyril Warrener; Secretary - Alan 
Dearsley; Treasurer - Rodney Playfair. 

In 1958 there were 15 members. The Leader was R.C. 
Cooney; Assistant was Lloyd Dearsley; President - Lewis 
Dalman; Vice - Cyril Warrener; Secretary-Treasurer -
Ted Dearsley. 

In 1959 there were 18 members. The Leader was R.C. 
Cooney; Assistant was Lloyd Dearsley; President - Lewis 
Dalman; Vice - Nelson Smith; Secretary-Treasurer -
Herman DeBaets; Reporter - Vincent Paul. 

This is no longer an active club. 

The Greenway-Baldur 4-H Club at rally in 1975, winning first place for 
marching and uniforms. Back Row: Coreen Maloney, Kim Roeges, 
Carol Campbell, Brenda Reykdaf, Sydney Beaufoy, Myrna DeKezel. 
Front Row: Roxanne DeKezel, Kelly-Ann Johnson, Dixie Warrener, 
Penny DeKezel, Teresa Dearsfey, Jacquie Januska, Diane Levreault. 
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ICELANDIC LITERARY SOCIETY 
"BOKMENT AFELAG 

ISLENDINGA i ARGYLE" 

("Acquistion of knowledge through books" club) 

"Bokmentafelag Islands", was an organization ap
parently begun by the first Icelandic settlers in Argyle 
Municipality, and which eventually died out. At a 
meeting on Jan. 8, 1893, at Einar Sigvaldason's home, a 
new organization was established, using the few books 
left by the original club, to start the new library. They 
took the old name for a time, then in 1895, called itself 
"Lestrafelag Islendinga i Argyle". The following was 
taken from the April 25, 1901, Baldur Gazette and ex
plains fully the aims of the club: 

"Island Society" 
"It has been the privilege of the Gazette to come into 

touch with the above society quite recently, and to glean 
considerable information of an interesting nature in 
connection with its founding, objects and workings. The 
Island Society was established in the year 1893, at Grund 
with seven members. The object of its promoters was a 
most worthy one - the supplying of literature to those 
who might not otherwise be in a position to procure it, 
and thus tend to educate and elevate all, by the perusal of 
the highest classes of literature. From its commencement, 
the society has met with marked success and in 1896, they 
built what is commonly known as the Grund Hall, in 
Icelandic, 'Skjalbreid'. Other help was of course given 
the society, though today they own the largest share of 
the building in which their library is kept. The library is 
open every Saturday from November 1, until the last of 
April, from 12 to 4 o'clock, for the changing and 
procuring of books. In regard to the method of pur
chasing and choosing books for their library, a com
mittee is appointed that only wholesome and healthy 
reading may be procured. The whole list is made up 
chiefly of works of standard authors and dramatic works 
- Icelandic, Norwegian, Swedish, and English, a goodly 
sprinkling of the latter being noticeable, such as Scott, 
Drummond, Haggard, Bunyan, and Shakespeare and 
others. 

The society at present time have about 400 volumes of 
works in the library, valued at $600. They also carry $100 
insurance. Owing to the increasing size of the library, it 

was found necessary to have catalogues printed, 110 of 
the same having just been received by them from the 
Gazette Office. That the information of the society was a 
noble impulse, has been proven by the good it has done, 
as settlers were not in a position to purchase, and have 
made good use of it. 

Its membership runs from 40 to 60 members. Gifts of 
books are sometimes made to the library, which are 
always acceptable, including works in English. 

The officers from the present year are as follows: 
President - Sigurjon Christopherson, Secretary - G. 
Steffanson, Treasurer - P. Vigfusson. Honorary 
members are Rev. J.J. Clemens and the poet Sigurbjorn 
Johannson. 

A few names of those who have been active workers 
and been chiefly instrumental in bringing the 'Island' 
Society to its present flourishing condition are Peter 
Christopherson, Hosea Josephson, Jno. Sveinbjornson, 
Arni Johnson, H. Magnusson, S. Christopherson, Hernit 
Christopherson, Jno. Bjornson and E. Sigvaldason." 

On Jan. 9, 1907, at a meeting at Sigurjon 
Christopherson's home in Baldur, it was decided to form 
a Baldur Branch of the club, to be called "Lestrafelag id 
Island". President Sigurjon Christopherson; Treasurer -
Asmundur Asmundson; Secretary - A.T. Isberg; 
Librarian: Andress Helgason .. Andress explained the 
division of books - half of the books from Skjalbreid 
(119) were brought into Baldur and kept at Andress's 
home until a permanent place could be found for them. 
In 1911, the Literary Society bought a building to be used 
as a library. The library spent its final years on the 
Lutheran church grounds. 

Earlier, some of the best Icelandic books had been sold 
to a visiting gentleman from Iceland. He was a great lover 
of books as well as a publisher. He reproduced many of 
those books which might otherwise have been lost for all 
time. Today they are used in university libraries as 
reference books on the history of Icelanders and par
ticularly those in North America. 

In 1968, the remaining books were sold. Some of these, 
along with private libraries, have been donated to the 
University of Manitoba as well as the University of 
Victoria, B.C. The small building was sold and the 
money from these sales was turned over to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. 

Front Street in Baldur between 1910-20. From the Left: School, Dr. Cleghorn's house, Fowler's house, C. Johnson's shop, Shoe repair shop (later 
barber shop), Union Bank, Drugstore, W.O. Fowler block, Lee'sfirst store, Hardware, Old Hardware building, and A. Fowler block. 
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BALDUR BRANCH NO. 108 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

The first meeting for which records are available is 
Feb. 27, 1939. Needless to say, if one is going to write a 
history of Branch No. 108, one must go further than that. 
Mr. Arni Bjornson, the senior member of Branch 108, 
was the logical one to turn to for help. Arni is a veteran 
of the trench warfare in France in WWI and his par
ticipation in the Baldur Legion parallels its history from 
the date of its inception. 

Arni recalls that the first meeting was held in the back 
of Fowler's store in the spring of 1933. There were 19 of 
the fellows there - he can remember when they all got 
there and settled down. Tom Johnson said, "Well, I'll 
tell you what we're here for. It's to set up a branch of the 
Canadian Legion in Baldur, that's what we're here for 
and that's what we're going to do." 

Some other veterans present were Dr. Arnold, Sandy 
Davidson, Lorne Playfair, Art Hill, Tom Johnson, Ed 
Bullion, Harry Strang, Bill Kelly, Alex Bannerman, Chris 
Skardal, George Carmichael, Carl Thorsteinson, Wilf 
Cramer, Eiki Anderson, Arni Johnson, George Turrell, 
Dave Messner, Teddy Groves and George Emberson. 

This meeting was a get-organized meeting; they had to 
get organized so they could apply for a charter from 
Command. The first executive included Jerry Beech, 
George Turrell, Dr. Arnold and Art Hill. 

On June 9, 1933, Branch 108 of the Canadian Legion 
of the British Empire Service Lodge received its charter 
and the veterans of Baldur and district had their Legion 
Branch. 

In the early years the Legion was an organization of 
good fellowship; members had a lot of fun back in the 
thirties. They always tried to look after their own 
members who had any problems - with sickness or 
pensions, or just plain hungry - they buried their dead, 
held Remembrance Day services and parades, they 
always tried to help the kids' hockey and ball- very much 
the same as the Legion has been doing, off and on for the 
last 50 years. 

In minutes of the earliest meetings available, there are 
two resolutions which were very significant of the times. 
At the meeting of April 17, 1939, there is a motion made 
by Comrade Beech, seconded by Comrade Turrell, that 
the branch go on record as being in favor of conscription. 
The motion was carried and the secretary was instructed 
to forward same to Provincial Command. In the minutes 
of the same meeting there is a motion by Comrade 
Bridge, seconded by Comrade Bannerman, that a curb be 
placed on anti-British propaganda. This motion was 
carried and forwarded to the appropriate quarters. 

This was the time just before the outbreak of WW II. 
The Legion Branch spruced itself up and made ready for 
the coming holocaust. Comrade Turrell was instructed by 
one meeting to compile a list of all the local men who had 
enlisted, with the name and number of their units. It was 
to be the duty of the Branch to keep in contact with all 
the men on the active service and to be concerned about 
their welfare. Canvassers were appointed to go out and 
canvass the district for funds to provide canteens and 

entertainment for the men in the services both in Canada 
and overseas. 

The November meeting of 1940 saw a motion passed, 
moved by Comrade Arnold, seconded by Comrade Kelly, 
that this Branch notify Major Flannigan that it was in 
favor of sponsoring a Home Guard Unit in this area. 
Harry Parsonage knows something about this home 
guard, because as a grade nine high school student, he 
served for a year or so. The Home Guard had wooden 
rifles with which to learn the arms drill, and Carl 
Thorsteinson's magnificent voice to whip them into 
shape on the parade square in the Memorial Hall. 

The years of 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, were years of 
tremendous all-out war effort for everyone. Canadians 
from coast to coast undertook horrendous mobilization 
of human and other resources into a single-minded 
purpose of winning the war. This war effort stands in 
Canadian history as one of the major wonders of the 
world. Branch 108 of the Canadian Legion and all the 
people of the surrounding area did themselves proud in 
this titanic struggle. 

In 1945-46 the minutes of the monthly meetings read 
like the return of the natives as the boys returned from 
active service. The infusion of new blood gave the old /' 
Branch a dynamic new outlook not always fully ap- / 
preciated by the elder members. For awhile an effort was 
made to alternate the president and secretary between the 
WWI and WW II veterans. Over all, however, a great 
deal of cooperation and harmony were prevalent and 
great strides in veteran and community service were 
achieved. 

Perhaps the Legion's finest hour as a working unit was 
manifested in the early fifties when the great building 
drive was mounted. The desire for a permanent home for 
the Branch had long been a paramount desire of the older 
members. The energy and drive of WW II veterans 
helped to bring about this achievement. The Branch 
received tremendous cooperation from the community at 
large and the funds were finally raised. It was then the 
decision-making began. Should the legion buy an old 
building available for $1,000 and fix it or should they 
start from scratch and construct a new building? The 
decision was made to go with the old building. Some 
good natured controversy has existed over the years 
whether the right decision was made. The verdict is still 
out to lunch. 

In 1958, the Legion celebrated its 25th anniversary. 
Twenty-five-year pins and honourary memberships were 
awarded to all the old vets. Buzz Winram, District 
Commander at the time, presented buttons to the 
following comrades: Alex Bannerman, George Turrell, 
Dave Messner, Carl Thorsteinson, Kari Johnson, Harry 
Strang, Arni Bjornson, and Joe Finney, at a ceremony at 
the Baldur Branch. Comrades Tom Todd and Bill Kelly 
received theirs at Deer Lodge Hospital. 

The years rolled by. Through the 1960's the Branch 
functioned normally doing its customary duties, serving 
both the membership and the community. Members 
remember these years as full of good comradeship, 
Legion curling fun, social activities including dances, and 
coaching Legion-sponsored hockey teams. They were 
light-hearted years of immense good times and small 
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problems. 
The 1970's began to create a few more sobering 

reflections. There was a great feeling of sadness over the 
years when older comrades from the WWI passed on, one 
by one. It was somewhat more discomforting when 
comrades from WW II began an all-too-regular parade to 
St. Peter's gate. The drop in membership created an era 
of decision-making. The writing was on the wall. It 
wouldn't be long before the drop in membership would 
make it burdensome to maintain and operate the Legion 
Hall. In 1975, the opportunity arose to turn the hall and 
facilities back to the community from which the support 
for its existence had originally come. The senior citizens' 
group was in need of a building for a Drop-In Centre. 
The Branch saw an opportunity to kill two birds with one 
stone, rid the Branch of the burden of maintaining and 
running the building, and provide the community and its 
citizens with a home for their functions. 

On Sept. 4, 1975, the Branch voted to sell the hall, at 
last, for the nominal sum of $1,500, to the Argyle Drop
In Centre. The Branch reserved the right to use the hall 
for Legion meetings and functions and as a place to store 
their Legion paraphernalia. 

For the last five years the Branch has not been very 
active. The advent of the welfare state has made the 
function of the Legion in guarding the welfare of its 
members somewhat redundant. 

However, the Branch is still alive, the membership is 
maintained, a caretaker executive is ready and willing to 
perform any service which it may be called upon to do. If 
the need should ever arise; as in the case of a national 
crisis, the Branch could and would be brought back to 
more active service. 

This history has been compiled as a labor of love 
dedicated to comrades everywhere. 

THE BALDUR WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 

For 30 years the Baldur Women's Institute played a 
strong role in the social and cultural life of the com
munity. In 1937, local women formed the Baldur W.1. 
and joined the network of Institutes in the Pembina 
Lakes District, thus forming a connection with country
women throughout the world. The organization was open 
to all women desiring self and community improvement. 
Newcomers to town were always made welcome and 
invited to attend meetings and join in the activities. The 
Baldur W.1. members participated in rallies held in 
neighbouring villages and the Peace Gardens. These 
gatherings gave them the opportunity to meet other 
women from Manitoba and North Dakota. 

The W.1. initiated many programs which were later 
handed over to other groups. In its first year, the Baldur 
W.I. discussed at length the manner in which it could best 
serve the community. While these discussions generated 
many ideas, the most important was the establishment of 
a rest-room in Baldur for rural women. The goal was to 
have the rest-room in operation within a year. The 
deadline was not met however, and it took several years 
and substitutes before the members accomplished their 
mission. Throughout the rest of the 1930's, the members 

170 

found many ways to help their young people despite the 
shortage of money. 

They supported the local dramatic club; organized and 
operated a library at a fee of 25¢ for the year; bought 50 
shares in their community hall; and set up a youth 
training centre. 

A cemetery improvement committee worked to im
prove the site, and that done, they turned the project over 
to the municipality, which not only acquired title to the 
property, but established a town committee to continue 
the program started by the Institute. 

The W.1. sponsored theatre productions from as far 
away as Brandon; organized dances that drew large 
crowds; supported the district music festival; and 
arranged for a handicraft exhibit which was eventually 
taken over by another committee. 

The Institute contributed to the Argyle Lodge; 
arranged for a projector to be used in the school and 
community; donated to the new kitchen in the Memorial 
Hall; sponsored Red Cross swimming lessons until that 
program was taken over by the community recreation 
group; and sponsored travelogues with local people who 
had travelled abroad as speakers. Parcels were sent to 
shut-ins and the ill at Christmas. Donations were made to 
community fun fairs; for school trophies; and to the 
figure skaters for ice time. 

The members had many ways of raising money. They 
organized and presented concerts. Members made and 
raffled quilts and catered lunches and banquets. 

While most of the money stayed in the community, 
substantial donations during WW II included 65 quilts 
made and donated to the Red Cross! The Baldur W.1. has 
also aided new institutes in the Northwest Territories and 
several institute projects such as the Peace Garden picnic 
nook. 

The Women's Institute never lost sight of the aims of 
the Institute - for "Home and Country." Its program 
always included self and home improvement courses. 
Between 1962 and 1969, the W.1. offered a complete 
program in baking and freezing methods, held a craft 
course, and launched a physical fitness program which 
was well-attended. 

Because many of the projects begun by the W.I. were 
taken over and continued by government agencies or 
other groups, the Baldur W.I. decided it was no longer 
necessary to the community and disbanded around 1970. 

BALDURSBRA ICELANDIC CANADIAN 
CLUB 

Argyle inhabitants of Icelandic heritage are still proud 
of their traditions. In 1974, the Baldursbra Icelandic 
Canadian Club was organized. Its purpose was to carry 
on affairs of the Icelandic Canadian Club of western 
Manitoba at a local level in this old Icelandic settlement 
in the Municipality of Argyle. 

The Icelandic festival in 1974, sponsored by the club, 
was the largest ethnic activity ever held in this 
municipality. Sena Gunnlaugson directed a small choir of 
children singing Icelandic songs. Their singing was 
recorded in the Lutheran Church at Grund. At the church 



service the Rev. Al Pope was the minister and the Rev. 
P.M. Peturson of Winnipeg led the liturgy in Icelandic. 
Mr. Ami Sveinson, the faithful and dedicated organist in 
the Lutheran Church for 50 years, was the organist for 
this event. The Festival of Baldur records which were 
made at this event were very enthusiastically received. (A 
thousand records were cut and sold.) 

In 1978, the club sponsored the film 'They shouldn't 
call Iceland, Iceland', and also had the very talented 
Martin children of Brandon perform in the Lutheran 
Church. 

The group has been responsible for looking after 
visitors from Iceland; feeding and entertaining them; and 
conducting bus tours through the municipality for them. 
The club has arranged bus trips to 'Icelandingadagurinn' 
in Gimli and to Brandon to hear the Icelandic Karlakor; 
donated books of Icelandic interest to the local school 
library; made donations to the local band; and also had 
the Icelandic Folk Dancers from Iceland come to en
tertain the community. 

Sena Gunnlaugson is the chairperson; Salin Beaufoy, 
secretary; Vala Bjornson, treasurer. 

COMMUNITY CLUBS 

The Baldur Community Club was first formed in 1917, 
and continued for many years. People in the community 
were encouraged to join the club and three reasons were 
given why the club should exist: "because it is a united 
effort to help the community, socially and intellectually; 
because you need the help of the community and the 
community needs your help - 'No man liveth unto 
himself'; because a strengthened community means a 
stronger Canada. You can thus help to win the war and 
prepare for the years after the war. " 

Some of the activities of the club were: mock 
parliaments, debates, lectures, entertainment programs 
and social evenings. 

There was also a Literary Group, an auxiliary of the 
Community Club. Literature, music and art were studied 
and discussed. 

A Dramatic Club and a Debating Society also existed 
in the early years. 

FOOTBALL 

In 1899, a football club was organized in Baldur with 
the following officers elected: Honourary President -
J.D. McDonald; President - Alex Fowler; Vice-president 
- J .H. Hunt; Captain - Thos. E. Poole; Secretary
Treasurer - F.S. Schultz; committee members - W.M. 
Jackson, A. Duke, C.c. Parker, S. Schultz, and S.R.P. 
Cooper. 

The rules of the Manitoba Football Association were 
adopted and for their uniforms, blue sweaters and white 
pants were chosen. It is noted from the "Baldur 
Gazette", that in 1905, Baldur was in the Argyle Football 
League, also consisting of Hilton, Belmont and Clifton 
Bank. Football continued to be a favorite sport for many 
years. 

BICYCLE RACES 

Exciting and keenly contested bicycle races were held in 
1900 and 1901. Several races were held and finishing time 
was recorded and points allotted. In 1900, those who 
took part were: C. Playfair; A. Lome; H. Davidson; J. 
Snydal; R. Schultz; F. Leslie. In 1900, over 200 people 
turned out to witness the final race in the contest for the 
Silver Cup, given by the Canada Cycle and Motor Co. C. 
Playfair who made a grand finish time, was presented 
with the cup and prize money of $9.25. H. Davidson 
came in second and received $5.50, and J. Snydal was 
third, prize money being $3.75. 

In 1901, Harold Bateman was the winner of the Silver 
Cup. 

Alex Fowler with his bicycle in 1892. His elevator 
is in the background. 

BALDUR HORSESHOE CLUB 

In 1928, the Baldur Horseshoe Club was formed with 
the following officers: President - W.K. Kilgour; 
Secretary-Treasurer - L.H.G. Cox; executive committee -
G. Turrell, C. Frederickson and J.M. McClellan. 

The club started off with 38 members and the mem
bership fee was 50¢. The club remained in operation for 
several years. 

LACROSSE 

A Lacrosse club was formed in 1899. The officers 
elected for that year were: Honourary President - P .F. 
Curtis; President - Thos. E. Poole; Vice-president - D. 
McKenzie; Captain - Wm. Schultz; Secretary-Treasurer -
Alex Fowler. Membership fees were 25¢ and each 
member had to supply his own stick. In 1900, the fee was 
raised to 50¢ and there was a membership of 26. 
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TENNIS 

MEMBERSHIP TICKET 

BALDUR TENNIS CLUB 
~ SEASON 1909 ~ 

A D II IT 

Ladies and Honorary Members, $1.(10: Doubles, $2.50; Gentsl! $2.0) 
M. H. LawRoR! President; F. S. Schu1tz, See'y-Trans. 

The first tennis club was formed in 1901, with the 
following officers: President - P.F. Curtis; Secretary
Treasurer - P.F. Cooper; Ground Manager - F. Stanton; 
and a committee consisting of Miss McBride, Mrs. P.F. 
Curtis, A. Hamilton and S.R.P. Cooper. The mem
bership fee was $1.50, plus 1O¢ a month. That year they 
had the use of the lots at the corner of Second and Carrie 
Street. 

The first competition held that year was country versus 
town. After three very interesting sets, the country came 
off victorious. The return competition was played on C. 
Hamilton's lawn. 

In 1902, the club obtained the use of grounds on land 
owned by M.T. Creamer and two first-class courts were 
put into shape by Mr. Bateman. The membership fee was 
set at $2.00 for men, $1.00 for ladies and 50¢ a month for 
visitors. That year, two of Baldur's crack tennis players, 
J .A. Johnson and Roy Schultz, distinguished themselves 
in a big tournament at Glenboro. After 76 games, they 
went down to defeat in the final game. 

In 1928, the officers elected were Honourary President 
- Mr. C.A. Hamilton; President - Dr. W.J. Arnold, 
Secretary-Treasurer - Alvin Stone; Vice-president - Miss 
L.J. Snydal; Executive - Miss M. Bateman, Ivan Schultz, 
Lloyd Playfair and Dr. J. Campbell. Membership fees 
were gents - $2.00 and ladies - $1.50. School children 
under high school age, had the privilege of playing any 
time before six, free of charge. 

Tennis continued as a favorite sport for many years. 

THE BALDUR RIFLE ASSOCIATION 

The Baldur Rifle Association was established at a 
meeting held on June 13, 1902, in the Victoria Hall. P.F. 
Curtis was elected Captain, and F.A. Stanton as 
secretary-treasurer, with V. Waitt, S.R.P. Cooper and 
R. W. Price on the executive committee. 

The Dominion Militia Department introduced the idea 
of rifle clubs, to increase the volunteer corps. The 
primary idea of the rifle association was to teach the 
civilian the proper use of the military rifle and to acquire 
a correct eye for short and long range shooting, so that in 
the event of an invasion of the Dominion, they would 
have numerous companies of men to be called upon, to 
defend their country. The regulations required a 
membership of 40, before the government supplied the 
arms, ammunitions and targets. 

The shooting range was located on the east side of the 
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big hill one mile south of Baldur. When the range was in 
use, a large red flag was placed at the top of the hill as a 
danger signal. 

The membership fee was $1.00 per year, in advance. 
Each member received a grant of 100 rounds of am
munition yearly, for six years, and was entitled to the use 
of the association's rifles at the rifle range. Complete 
scores made by each member with his 100 rounds free 
issue, had to be handed in to the secretary. 

The clubs consisting of Baldur, Belmont, Glenora and 
Rock Lake had an annual competition, when they 
competed for a cup, by totaling team scores. Also prizes 
were given to individual top shooters. 

The date of dissolvement of the club is not known. 

QUOTES FROM THE "BALDUR GAZETTE" 

1924 - "Rifle shooting - The sport loving portion of 
Baldur wish to congratulate the members of the Glenora 
Rifle Association on the splendid showing made in the 
matches at Winnipeg. The winning of the McDonough 
and Shea Cup by Messrs. F. Cuthbert, C. Cuthbert, J.H. 
Cooper and N. Stirling was a splendid achievement. In 
addition to this, each member of the team secured places 
in other events. " 

August, 1924 - "Frank and Charlie Cuthbert left last 
week to take part in the Dominion Rifle Shooting 
Competition at Ottawa, which are being shot off this 
week. Their excellent shooting in Winnipeg in provincial 
matches, entitled them to a place on the Manitoba 
representatives, who are shooting off for the Dominion 
honors." 

BADMINTON CLUB 

A badminton club was organized in the 1940's by Carl 
Atkins. A court was painted on the floor of the Memorial 
Hall. The first officers were Carl Atkins - president, 
Tommy Lee - secretary, and George Holmes - treasurer. 
It was decided to play Tuesday afternoon and evening, 
with practice from two until four, school children from 
grade VII to XII from four until six, and the adults in the 
evening. 

The number of members kept increasing until there 
were nearly 40. During this time there was an invitation 
to play at Clearwater, so 18 members went over. They 
had three courts in their new hall. Then there was a return 
invitation to Baldur. It is believed that there were two 
such matches, everyone enjoying them. 

Tournaments were also set up when Monday was a 
holiday so two days could be used. Sets for singles and 
doubles were made. Singles kept members on their toes 
and also gave them an idea of how they were doing. 

As badminton was played only in the winter months, it 
was noticed that members became interested in other 
things and also, many members moved away, until the 
membership had decreased greatly. Another reason for 
disbanding was the lack of accommodation. The com
mittee of the Memorial Hall would not allow lines 
painted on their new floor. This left no place to play. The 
club was dissolved in the early 1960's. 



GOLF 

Alex Fowler and E.H. Bally introduced the game of 
golf in Baldur in the early 1920's. They practised the 
game on a three-hole course, between the tracks, south of 
Front St. They taught others the game and in May, 1923, 
a meeting was held to organize a Golf Club. The officers 
elected were: President, E.H. Bally; Vice-Pres., T. 
Johnson; 2nd Vice-Pres., Rev. F. Hallgrimson; Sec.
Treas., Rev. D. Morrison; Executive: A. Fowler, I. 
Schultz, H.C. Passmore, Miss L. Snydal. It was resolved 
to endeavor to secure temporary grounds and later to 
purchase a permanent property, if sufficient interest was 
taken in the game. Membership fees were: Gentlemen, 
$3, Ladies, $2, and Juniors, $1. 

Following are the general local rules for golf in Baldur. 

1. A ball lying in a gopher hole or badger hole may be 
lifted and dropped without penalty. Balls lying by a 
stone, endangering club, may be lifted and dropped, 
but lie must not be improved. 

2. A player is entitled to move from a fence to protect his 
club, but must never move closer to the hole, or im
prove his lie. 

3. Except club members, no persons under 16 years of 
age are allowed on the course on Sunday, and no 
caddies of any kind are allowed on Sunday. 

4. The regulation fee for a caddy is 1O¢ per round. 
5. All players are urged to learn and observe the etiquette 

of the game. Never playa stroke, endangering a player 
in advance. Take every precaution to avoid accidents. 

6. 'Out of Bounds' in following rules, means player loses 
both stroke and distance, that is, he replays the stroke 
from same position and counts a penalty stroke. 
Local rules for holes, were as follows: 

1. 208 yd. - Strawpiles are hazards and must be played. 
Ball may be lifted and dropped if in fields, with one 
stroke penalty. 

2. 252 yd. - Scrub at bottom of hill in 'rough'. Ball may 
be dropped behind with stroke penalty. Cross ditches 
are hazards. 

3. 407 yd. - Cultivated field at left, is out of bounds. 
4. 345 yd. - Cowpath is a hazard and must be played. 
5. 400 yd. - Cultivated field on right, is out of bounds. 
6. 165 yd. - Ball in bush on left, may be lifted and 

dropped not more than 10 ft. from edge of bush and 
farther from hole, with one stroke penalty. 

7. 452 yd. - Field on left is out of bounds. Strawstack is a 
bunker. 

8. 185 yd. - Fields on east and west are out of bounds. 
Ball in bush can be lifted and dropped, with one stroke 
penalty. Ball in creek must be played from other side, 
with one stroke penalty. 

9. 320 yd. - From bush on left, ball may be lifted and 
dropped, with one stroke penalty. Ball in road, if 
lifted, must be played from other side, with one stroke 
penalty. 

The golf course was situated on the west end of town. 
It ran from where Jack Stone's house is now located, 
north to the creek. 

The men's golf outfits consisted of pants called 'plus 

fours', which bagged at the knees, and had a band 
around the bottom, just below the knee. Diamond 
patterned knee socks were worn with them. 

The course was only kept up for a few years. Then avid 
golfers travelled to either Glenboro or Killarney to play. 

CRICKET 

In 1899, a Baldur Cricket Club was formed with the 
following officers: President - P .F. Curtis; First Vice
president - J. Harrower; Second Vice-president - Thos. 
Poole; Captain - Chas. Hamilton; Vice-captain - Bruce 
Waitt; Secretary-Treasurer - S.R.P. Cooper; and a 
general working committee of C. Hamiton, B. Waitt, 
S.R.P. Cooper, L. Waitt and Rev. W.E. Hobbes. 

The membership fee to the club was placed at $2.00. 
Members of the team were C. Hamilton, B. Waitt, L. 
Waitt, V. Waitt, F. Smith, L. Smith, W. Price, Rev. 
W.E. Hobbes, S.R.P. Cooper, S. Percival and O.C.K. 
Lodge. The first cricket match played in Baldur was held 
in August of 1899, Baldur versus Belmont. The match 
was held on the school section, just south of the town. A 
tent, supplied by Mr. P.F. Curtis, was put up for the 
occasion, and the St. Mark's Ladies' Aid served ice 
cream, tea and other refreshments. 

As other sports were introduced, the enthusiasm over 
cricket did not continue many years. 
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BALDUR FIGURE SKATING CLUB 

In 1963, the Baldur Figure Skating Club commenced 
under the name of the Pembina Figure Skating Club. 
O'Della Kent-Gmndy from Carman introduced the club 
and her objective was to give every child an opportunity 
to skate - not so that all should become professionals, but 
that each child should learn to skate, and that each child 
could benefit from the healthy exercise. The Pembina 
Figure Skating Club consisted of Baldur, Carman; . 
Holland and Treherne. 

Baldur left the Pembina Figure Skating Club in 1964. 
The first, and each consecutive year after that, the club 
had an ice show at the end of each season's lessons. The 
first ice show was on Feb. 29, 1964. 

In 1980, the club did not exist due to lack of interest. 
The club in the past, has been one of interest, exercise, 
and a learning experience for all. 

Figure Skating is much more than just a sport, it is an 
art. The Figure Skating Club was re-organized in 1981. 
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SKATING AND CURLING RINK 

The first skating rink in Baldur was built on a site on 
the south side of the Dominion Elevator, which was 
purchased from Frank Schultz for $70.00. The building 
of the rink was completed within a month and opened to 
the public on Dec. 8, 1898. The skating sheet was 140 x 40 
feet and was lighted by three large lamps encased in wire 
netting. The waiting room was 40 x 12 feet. The cost of 
the building and the fixtures was $700.00. For the 
flooding of the ice, a number of teams were engaged to 
haul the water, which took 40 tanks. 

A Grand Mask carnival was held to celebrate the 
opening of the rink, with over 80 costumes and a large 
crowd of spectators. The rink was decorated with flags, 
streamers and Chinese lanterns. 

A curling rink was built along the south side of the 
skating rink in 1899. It was 140 x 18 feet, with a two foot 
sidewalk between the two rinks for spectators witnessing 
hockey matches and curling. 

In 1914, it was decided to build a new rink. A joint 
stock company was formed and called the Baldur In
dustrial and Skating Rink Company, shares were sold for 
$10.00. A site was purchased from Frank Schultz and the 
rink was completed by December, 1914. The building 
contained a two sheet curling rink and a skating arena, 
with a raised walkway in between, where spectators could 
watch either side of activity. The three waiting rooms 
were at the west end of the building. This rink was on the 
site now occupied by the Argyle Lodge. Even though the 
old rink is gone, the happy memories still linger: skating 
to the strains of The Skater's Waltz, played by a local 
band in the early years, and later from records; the many 
carnivals; hockey games and curling matches; bonspiels, 
when the ladies took over the girls' waiting room and 
served lunches; 'autographed' walls; and the smell of 
burning mitts being dried on the stoves that heated the 
waiting rooms. 

The present three sheet curling rink was built in 1960, 
and the regulation hockey and skating arena was added 
to the west end of it in 1962. Many improvements have 
been made over the years. In 1968, an artificial ice plant, 
complete with concrete floor, was installed in the curling 
rink. In 1974, a modern kitchen, with clubroom and 
Belgium bowling alley in the basement, was added to the 
north side of the curling rink. In 1980, the rooms above 
the waiting rooms, were remodelled into a clubroom. 

The Baldur Curling Club-took over- the operation of 
the curling and skating facilities in 1954, and have 
continued to do so. 
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CURLING 

Display of curling prizes in the 1920's in window of Rollins Store. 

Curling had taken place earlier, first in a rink built of 
poles and straw in the early 1890's on the site now oc
cupied by the Co-op. This was replaced by a wooden 
structure in 1899 on the same site. 

The Baldur Curling Club was organized at a meeting 
held on Nov. 18, 1899, with the following officers 
elected: President - W. Moscrip; Vice-president - John 
Harrower, Secretary-Treasurer - C.C. Parker. Mem
bership fee was 50¢ and there were five rinks of en
thusiastic curlers that first season. 

The club was first affiliated with the Manitoba Branch 
of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club of Scotland in 
1900. 

The first open bonspiel was held in 1915, with 27 rinks 
competing. There were 12 outside entries and 15 local 
rinks, with the local rink skipped by Ernie Sexsmith, 
winning the Grand Challenge event. . 

In 1909, Alex Fowler was chosen to represent the club 
in the team of the Manitoba Curlers who went to 
Scotland. In 1921, J.A. Johnson also represented the 
club as a member of the Canadian Curling represen
tatives who visited Scotland. 

Throughout the years many competitions were held in 
the district, where the Baldur curlers distinguished 
themselves; and for many years a Baldur rink was always 
represented in the Winnipeg bonspiel. Also many 
competitions were held within the club. One such 
competition is quoted from the "Baldur Gazette" of 
April 12, 1923. "The annual international match between 
the Scotch, Irish, English, Canadian and Icelandic rinks 
was won by the Icelandic rink skipped by Fred Johnson. 
Last year's champion, England, were defeated by Ireland 
in a close game. In the second round, the Scotch failed to 
live up to their reputation as exponents of the roaring 
game and went down to defeat at the hands of Iceland, in 
a game remarkable for the stellar curling of Fred 
Johnson. The Canadians reached the final by defeating 
the Irish in a game full of surprises. In the finals, the ice 
was tricky and four blank ends resulted. The Canadians 
were three up playing the tenth, but Iceland came back 
strong and by scoring two doubles, annexed the game and 
the championship. The rinks were Iceland - F. Johnson 
(skip), T. Johnson, C. Skardal and P. Frederickson; 



Back Row: Tom Poole, Bill Bingham. Front Row: Joe 
Lyons, Alex Fowler. Winners of the Alfred Dolge 
Trophy in 1905, an annual at the Manitoba Curling 
Association. 

Canadians - H.G. Brown (skip), F. Arnold, R.A. Fines 
and Alfred Welsh; Irish - O. Lyons (skip), E.H. Bally, 
T.E. Poole and T. Sexsmith; English - Last (skip), 
Harmer, O.C.K. Lodge and G. Turrell; Scotland - Dr. 
Campbell (skip), A. Fowler, Rev. D. Morrison and J. 
Graham." 

Excerpts from the "Baldur Gazette", March 22, 1928: 
"Curling Notes - Age, experience, form, reputation and 
good opinion all went by the board on Friday night when 
two rinks composed entirely of skips, went down to 
crushing defeat before two rinks of third men. On sheet 
No.1, Tom Johnson, Ernest Sexsmith, Dr. Campbell 
and 1. Schultz met Sid Stanford, Arni Bjornson, C. 
Frederickson, K.S. Johnson. Starting with a 6-end, 
Stanford was never headed and won an overwhelming 
victory by the score of 17-7. Skips: A. Fowler, C. 
Skardal, F.J. Arnold and W.C. Kilgour took the short 
end of a 15-11 score with K.J. Johnson, Lou Johnson, 
Dr. M. Cleghorn and R. Hodge. After the game, the 
losers paid for their lack of skill, by providing the 
winners with an oyster supper. 

On Sat. night, two rinks of lead players skipped 
respectively by Lloyd Playfair and Alvin Stone, met two 
rinks composed entirely of second men, skipped by W.H. 
Hunter and Murray Smith. Good games resulted, but 
class will tell and the leads emerged with an 8-point 
victory. Query: Who is going to play where, next year? 

Died; the curling reputation of Skip Thos. Johnson, 
Skip Erne5t Sexsmith, Skip Doc Campbell, Skip Ivan 
Schultz. 

It is our painful duty to chronicle the death of the 
curling reputation of four of Baldur's erstwhile skips, 
which died unexpectedly at 10: 15 p.m. on Fri. last. The 
deceased had been in failing health all winter. In each 
case a tendency to miss the broom showed the eyesight 
was affected. A post mortem conducted by Dr. Arni 
Bjornson has revealed the startling fact that in each case 
the deceased suffered from a swelling of the head, sof
tening of the brain and coldness of the feet. The attack 

which proved fatal, began at 8 p.m. Fri. and in the case 
of Skips Johnson and Sexsmith, the deceased suffered 
terrible agonies, being apparently entirely unprepared for 
their fate. Skips Campbell and Schultz were much more 
composed and even smiled at the sufferings of their 
companions in misfortune. Throughout the final illness, 
Nurse K.S. Johnson attended and rendered every 
assistance in her power; her kind and gentle remarks 
greatly alleviating their suffering, but she has since 
mentioned they appeared to be able to do nothing for 
themselves. 

The funeral service was conducted by Rev. Sidney 
Stanford, who spoke with great feeling from the text, 
'The mighty have been cast down and the humble have 
been exalted'. With tears in his eyes, he eulogized the 
generosity of Skip Johnson, who cheerfully gave away a 
4-end and a 6-end and would take nothing in return. The 
following beautiful epitaph has been written specially for 
the occasion: 

Below this stone, in this low station, 
There buried lies the reputation 
First of Tiny and then of Tom, 
Alas! Their curling skill is gone 
No more of curling they can boast, 
But now forever they shall be roast 
For of all sad words beneath the sun, 
The saddest are these: 'The Third Man Won' . 

Late Bulletin: The last word from Baldur Curling Rink 
makes it appear the above illness has become an 
epidemic. The reputation of four more skips has suc
cumbed and eight second men are reported to have ex
pired without a groan, on Sat. night. Among the latter is 
W.H. Bray, who appeared to be in particularly good 
health Fri. Verily the way of the poor curler is hard. 

Later: S.S. Johnson of Grund reports he has picked up 
on his radio, a message in which four blind men, curling 
champions of the Institute for the Blind, challenge Skip 
Tom Johnson to a game. The challenge has been accepted 
by the local skip, on condition that the game is to be 
played here July 1, next." 

W.H. Hunter - lead, I. Craik - second, H. Bolack - third, T. Johnson -
skip. Winners of the City Hydro Trophy in the M.C.A. Bonspiel in 
1944. 
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Official opening of the present curling rink. Left: Siggi Johnson. Right: 
Angie Conibear. 

The Baldur Men's Curling Club hold three annual 
bonspiels, a weekend spiel in November, a large spiel at 
the end of January, and a wind-up spiel in March. During 
the year, the regular men's teams play for the Cuthbert 
Trophy, donated by Winnie Cuthbert in memory of 
Frank Cuthbert, and for the Holder Trophy. 
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BALDUR CURLING CLUB OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 
1907-09 
1909-19 
1919-20 
1920-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-41 
1941-42 
1943-44 
1944-45 
1945-46 
1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-53 
1953-54 
1954-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-59 
1959-62 
1962-64 
1964-66 
1966-68 
1968-69 
1969-71 
1971-72 

P.F. Curtis 
T.E. Poole 
J .A. Playfair 
A. Fowler 
S.A. Anderson 
E.B. Gemmill 
Chris Vickers 
G.M. Beech 
J.L. Playfair 
Robert Lightly 
N. Madsen 
Karl Bjarnarson 
Cynric Lodge 
W.H. Hunter 
George Holmes 
W. Clark 
Art Preston 
Andy Anderson 
Ivan Scott 
Rev. Johnston 
Chris Helgason 
Alex Gillies 
George Fowler 
Carl Johnson 
Trig Johnson 
Lloyd Gordon 
G. Dalzell 
P. August 
Ross Ramage 
Earl Johnson 
Carl Johnson 
Jack Ross 

1972-74 
1974-76 
1976-78 
1978-80 
1980-82 

Alan Dearsley 
Ross Ramage 
G. Levreault 
Lorne Dearsley 
Rob Ramage 

SECRETARY -TREASURER 
1907 Alex Fowler 
1920 Tom Johnson 
1934-40 J . C. Skardal 
1940-49 Fred Arnold 
1949-52 George Hall 
1952-54 Merv McKay 
1954-55 Keith Lockart 
1955-56 Merv McKay 
1956-59 Ross Holder 
1959-60 Roy McDougald 
1960-65 Frank Arnold 
1965-71 Ted Dearsley 

SECRETARY 
1971-80 
1980-82 

TREASURER 
1971-72 
1972-75 
1975-76 
1976-79 
1979-81 
1981 

Ted Dearsley 
Mark Collins 

B. Henderson 
Jack Ross 
Dave Ross 
Mark Collins 
Gerry Janz 
Barry Moore 

BALDUR LADIES' CURLING CLUB 

It is reported in 1908, that the ladies in Baldur, were 
not actively involved in cUrling. The first bonspiel on 
record for the ladies was held in 1912. At this time, there 
were three ladies on a team, with one gent as a skip. The 
ladies then took part in patriotic bonspiels and charity 
bonspiels. 

By 1930, the ladies had an active club and in 1937, they 
had four regular rinks. By 1939, several reports show 
ladies' rinks taking part in out-of-town bonspiels. 

Today the Baldur Ladies' Curling Club is affiliated 
with the M.L.C.A. They curl regularly on Tuesday nights 
and have an annual pick-a-day bonspiel in March. 
During regular play after Christmas, the ladies play for 
the Conibear Trophy, donated by Donald Coni bear , in 
memory of Angus Coni bear. 

The Baldur Ladies' Curling Club serve lunches in the 
rink during bonspiels. They cater annually to the 
Graduation Supper held in Mayor June, and the supper 
at the Greenway Agricultural Exhibition held in June. 

HOCKEY 

The first organized Senior Hockey Club of Baldur was 
formed at a meeting held on Dec. 1, 1898. Members of 
the first team were: H. Laidlaw, Conibear, A. Fowler, J. 
Playfair, A. Duke, J. Johnson, T. Poole and S.R.P. 
Cooper. 



The team was later named the 'Invincibles', as through 
the seasons, they were unbeatable. The following is a 
quote from the Baldur Gazette of Feb. 27, 1902: "After 
defeating all local hockey teams within a radius of 40 
miles, the 'Invincibles' looked around for other fields to 
conquer. Away out at the end of the C.N.R. branch, is 
situated a town which possessed a league team, which has 
won considerable fame. The Baldur team, undeterred by 
formidable reports, decided to take the long trip and give 
a real exhibition of scientific hockey. Consequently, 
Monday saw our boys leave for Hartney, where after a 
three hour journey, they arrived shortly after 7 p.m. 
Eight o'clock saw them lined up and the big crowd of 
Hartney sports were offering all kinds of money on their 
team. The game ended, Baldur 6 - Hartney O. Our boys 
were accorded a most hospitable reception and en
tertained to an oyster supper after the match. Team 
players were: Roy Schultz, George Playfair, Harold 
Bateman, Murdock Campbell, Clyde Playfair, Frank 
Goodman and J. Nunn." 

The unbeatable hockey team. Back Row: Murdock Campbell, Sam 
Frederickson, Clyde Play/air, and Jack Johnson. Front Row: Roy 
Schultz, Harold Bateman, George Play/air and Frank Goodman. 

The following are interesting quotes from the "Baldur 
Gazette:" 

March 2, 1922 - Hockey - "The most sensational hockey 
game of the season was played here 14st week, when the 
old-timers of the days of 1891 held the present generation 
of young ladies to a 4-all tie. 

To say that the old-timers were surprised at not 
winning from the girls is putting it mildly, as they were 
very fortunate to tie the game, with only 15 seconds to 
go. The girls at one time, had a 4-1 lead, but Reeve 
Conibear stripped down to his shirt, Sandy got a drop of 
Scotch and Bally woke up to the fact that there was a 
hockey game on, so the score was equalized. Graham in 
goal for the old-timers, forgot to keep his legs together at 
critical moments. Lou Schultz, on the defense, gave an 
exhibition of how to play golf with a hockey puck, and 
his slashing 'Joe Hall' tactics played havoc with the lady
like temperament of the girls. Poole on the defense, gave 
an acrobatic exhibition in the third period that kept the 
fans on edge, he demonstrated that it is easier to sit down 

on the present style of skates, than to stand up. Fowler 
showed that he had seen a hockey stick in the days of yore 
and stick-handled nicely. Conibear was the hardest 
working man on the ice and checked hard all the way. 
Bally took the hero role, when he scored the tying goal 
and moreover took the fence, when he sent Clara 
Johnson sprawling all over the ice, with a stiff check. The 
girls all played well, better in fact, than they have ever 
done, with Anna Davidson as the stellar performer in her 
individual rushes. They showed real nerve at all times, by 
continually facing the puck and man, and took numerous 
hard knocks, without a murmur. 

A return game will be played shortly; it will be well 
worth seeing. 

Line up of old-timers: Graham, Schultz, Poole, 
Fowler, Conibear, Bally; Girls: Olson, Davidson, Poole, 
Johnson, Mitchell, Lyons, Cramer." 

Feb. 20, 1930 - "The Juniors had a fast-working team 
and scored several goals, before the arrival of the 
Redskins on the ice, but were so stunned by the war 
whoops when the squaws arrived that the game was all 
Indian thereafter. 

The graceful squaw Arnita, as right wing, with eagle 
eye, long trained with shooting gophers in the back
woods, pierced the junior's defence with a lightning shot, 
that rebounded off Ragnor's pads, to center ice, where 
Big Chief Freddie-Ha-Ha, taking the rebound, shot thro' 
like an arrow, scoring the only goal of the evening. 

Bill-sockon-the-nose, with blood in her eye, broke 
away occasionally and bore the brunt of the battle on her 
nose, she was greatly encumbered by a slipping petticoat, 
that required constant adjusting. 

Tom-a-wa-wa, tomahawked her way down the ice, but 
was surrounded by the junior tribe, and retreated rather 
than be taken into camp. She was impeded by her hobble 
skirt, picked up on a recent trip to Winnipeg. 

Ernie-blast-yer-eyes, with her gigantic stride, worked 
like a trojan. The juniors had a difficulty, piercing her 
defense, getting their sticks tangled up in her flowing 
skirt and winding legs. 

The hero of the game was Siggy-darn-yer-hide, in the 
Indians' net. She picked them off in the air, off her 
shoulder, her knees, arms, in fact every part of the body 
(we mean pucks, not those other things). Not a puck 
escaped her eagle eyes, with the result, the juniors skated 
off, minus a goal." 
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One former native of Baldur, Tommy Johnson, who 
played for the Montreal Canadians and Boston Bruins in 
the National Hockey League, had his early start in 
hockey in the old Baldur rink. 

Hockey has continued as a favourite sport for all ages, 
with teams from eight and under up to Senior. The 
present senior team 'The Baldur Barons' have provided 
many exciting games for enthusiastic hockey fans. 

Baldur Barons, 1980-81. Back Row: Dan DeKezel, Rick Bomack, Kevin 
MacGillivray, Ian Witherspoon, Gerald Barr, Doug Sigurdson. Centre 
Row: Glen Harrison, Brad Williams, Gordie Dearsley, Jerry Janz, Rick 
Brown, Daryl Fisher, Jim Moffat, Larry Bomack, Richard Christie. 
Front Row: August Martens, Brian Johnson, Darcy Dearsley, Tom 
Outhwaite, Gary Hiscock, Tim Reykdal, Ted Dearsley. 

BELGIUM BOWLING CLUBS 

When Belgium Bowling was first organized, the clubs 
at Baldur, Mariapolis, St. Alphonse and Glenora played 
for a cup, with bowlings being held in the members' 
yards. Two teams from each club bowled for the cup, 
with winners each week, having a bowling the following 
week, to defend the cup. Interest dropped, and for a 
short while there was no club. 

A team for Belgian Bowling. Standing: Leo Boulet, Emile DeKezel, 
Odiel Mestdagh, A.K. DeBaets. Behind: Marcel DeMeulineire. 
Throwing: A.H. DeBaets. 
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Later a club was formed in Baldur, and they bought a 
set of bowls. They bowled across the road on front street 
in Baldur for a couple of years, until the interest dropped 
again. 

Today, there is an active Baldur Belgium Bowling 
Club, which holds three annual bowling events. The first 
annual bowling is an evening bowling and social. The 
second bowling is the championship bowling, now held 
over a period of two days, to accommodate the large 
number of bowlers which participate. Teams enter for the 
championship bowling, whereas for the other two 
bowlings, teams are drawn from the hat. Prize money for 
the championship bowling has increased from $445.00 

·the first year, to $1100.00 in 1981. The third annual 
bowling is for club members, and the evening winds up 
with a supper and a dance. 

Each year, there is a competition for the most points 
for the ladies and for the men. Points are scored in the 
bowlings held in the town throughout the year, with three 
points for first place finishers, two for second and one 
for third. The Motor Hotel owners donate the trophies 
for the top point getters. 

Every year the money made by this club is put back 
into the community, through organizations, as it is a 
community club. 

BASEBALL IN ARGYLE 

Baseball in 1910. Walter Ferg, Jack Jonson, Otto Schultz, Clyde 
Playfair, Dave Howarth, Ivan Schultz, Art Rankin, Tom Johnson, Bill 
Sexsmith and Ernie Sexsmith. 

Baseball has been a favourite summer sport in Argyle 
for at least 70 years. 

Starting in the 1930's softball was added to the game of 
ball. 

History of baseball as told by Roy Huffman-: During 
the period of 1911 to 1914, there was a league called 
Mountain which was divided into east and west sides. 
West side consisted of Baldur, Cartwright, Neelin and 
Glenora. East side consisted of Pilot Mound, Goulney, 
Crystal City and Clearwater. In 1912 Baldur won the west 
side, Clearwater the east. Baldur won the play-off in two 
of three games. 

The battery for the team were-: Ernie Sexsmith cat-



cher; Roy Huffman pitcher; Ernie Parker first base; Ivan 
Shultz second base; Morris Miller third base; Tom 
Johnson short stop; Jack Johnson left field; Bill Sex
smith centre field; Clyde Playfair right field, coach and 
manager. 

1914 saw the start of WW I taking many of the young 
men to serve their country. 

After the war baseball picked up again with teams in 
Baldur, Greenway, Neelin, Dry River, Glenora and 
Belmont. 

As hard times came in the thirties baseball slowed 
down and softball became more popular, with teams in 
every school district and town. This provided en
tertainment for all members of the family without costing 
much money. A well dressed ball player wore blue denim 
overalls and running shoes. 

In 1939, WW II broke out and once again many young 
men and women left to serve their country. After the war 
and into the '50's 'baseball or now better known as 
hardball became more popular, with senior teams in 
every town. 

The senior baseball team in Baldur presently is the 
Baldur Regals. This team was organized in 1970, and 
presently plays in the South Central Baseball League. 

The First Baldur Regals Team, 1970. Back Row: Al Bramwell, Bob 
Conibear, Jack Ross, Larry Andries, Ted Dearsley, Jim Wylie. Front 
Row: Bob Andries, Ralph Bannerman, Lome Dearsley, Harold 
Williams, Earl Johnson. 

LOOKING BACK 
"BALDUR GAZETTE" 

1898 - P .F. Curtis was the first to have a telephone in 
Baldur. He had a wire strung from Baldur to Greenway 
to communicate between his two business places. 

1899 - Two performances were given by the celebrated 
Indian poetess and reciter, Pauline Johnson. 

1900 - The Philharmonic Society of Chicago gave a 
performance in the Methodist Church, under the auspices 
of the Ladies' Aid. 

1900 - All the mail bags contained a big wad of cotton 
batten, saturated with disinfectant, to prevent the 
carrying of diseases from one town to another. 

Sitting on top of the moon. Annie Playfair and friend at Brandon Fair, 
around 1900. Trains ran regular excursions to Brandon during fair 
week. 

1903 - Special excursion trains were run to Brandon 
and Winnipeg during their fairs. In 1903, 94 people took 
the train to the Brandon fair one day, and the week of the 
Winnipeg Exhibition, 105 people bought tickets to attend 
it. 

1902 - Dr. l.M. Cleghorn enhanced the appearance of 
Elizabeth Street and Government Road by planting a 
large number of maple trees. 

Sept. 19, 1907 - A notice is posted in the post office 
signed by the Chief License Inspector, stating that hard 
cider has been analyzed and found to be intoxicating. 
Action will therefore be taken against any person selling 
it without a license. 

Chester Hotel was the hangout for the Conservatives 
and the McKnight Coach House was the gathering place 
for the Liberals. In the early 1890's, the story has it that 
great rivalry was shown between them. The Liberals had 
card parties and the Orangemen and others gathered for 
meetings in the upper hall of the McKnight Coach House. 

The Baldur Hotel in the background. The tractor in the rear is the old 
"twin-city" model - the first municipal tractor bought to build roads. 
Clem Skardal ran it with Carl Thorsteinson running the grader which 
pulled behind it. 
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View from the west end of Baldur around the turn of the century. Note the first Simpson School at the left. 

June 20, 1912 - Strike in Baldur - There was a strike in 
Baldur last week among the track-layers, for higher 
wages. Mayor Schultz, after making a conciliatory 
speech, reading the riot act and calling out the Rifle Club, 
under the demand of Captain Morris, of the Fire and 
Water (nothing stronger) Fusiliers, and promising the 
higher rate demanded by the strikers, induced them to 
resume operations. This summary action on the part of 
Mayor Schultz, has met with the approbation of all 
concerned, and the minds of the members of our Town 
Board are relieved of the awful tension. 

Baldur Railway station in the early 1900's. 

Oct. 12, 1910 - Nellie McClung gave an interesting talk 
in the Baldur Methodist Church, under the auspices of 
the W.C.T.V. 

1906 - The first automobile in this district, has been 
bought by John Playfair, and it has attracted con
siderable attention. It is elegantly finished, weights 1,800 
pounds, and is a 12 horse power. It will carry five people 
of any kind, and runs at a speed of up to 30 miles an 
hour. On the first test run, an attempt was made to in
troduce it to the horses along Front Street. The first team 
that saw it, broke from its moorings and passed out of 
town at a 56 second clip, and was quickly lost to view in 
the distance. The automobile turned and went around by 
the three churches, where there was nothing to take 

Snowplow stuck in cut at the west end of Baldur, 1910. 

fright, and made the shed without loss of life. That 
evening, the jaunt was more enjoyable, only one team 
being ditched, as it was leaving the town. 

East end of Baldur showing Mrs. Rankin's confectionery and Playfair furniture and lumber store, Harrower and Price real estate, Dr. John 
Tisdale's Drug Store, and the Sexsmith building. 
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B 

Bru School, built in 1921. 
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BRU SCHOOL NO. 368 

Class at Bru School, taken between 1890-1895. Top Row: Gudrun 
Simonar, Thorun Sveinson, Thorbjorg Gunnlaugson, Thorbjorg 
Jonson, Thorun Jonson, ?, John Frederickson. Second Row: Ingibjorg 
Sveinson, ?, ?, Jakobina Johannsson, John Th. Johnson, Beggi 
Sveinson. Bottom Row, Centre, Sitting in Chair: Rev. B.B. Jonsson, 
Teacher. At his right shoulder, Dr. Jon Steffanson. Second to his right, 
sitting, S.A. Anderson. Last three standing to right: C.B. Jonsson, Paul 
Anderson, Sigvaldi Gunnlaugson. 

Some writers record Bru S.D. No. 368 as having been 
established as early as 1885, with Mr. McBain as the first 
teacher. However, the first official register of attendance 
is for 1887, with 19 pupils enrolled. The first school 
building was on SE 16-6-13, the homestead of Bjorn 
Jonsson, and the present residence of Claire Johnson. 

In 1897,it was moved to the northwest corner of SW 
11-6-13. Records show that in 1898, enrolment varied 
from 40-55, depending on the season and age of the 
pupil, with trustees being Harvey Hayes, Halldor An
derson and C.B. Johnson. 

This building served until 1921, when it was replaced 
by a new school on the northwest corner of 11-6-13. 

Some teachers through the years were: 
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YEAR 
1889 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898- 1901 
1902 
1903 

1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 

TEACHER 
G.M. Peterson 
George Young 
Lillian Embury 
Thos. H. Johnson 
William Richmond 
Graham Eyford 
A.M. Waters 
G.S. Peterson 
Mary Ellis 
Robert Foulds, 
Jessie Roy 
M.J. Knight 
A.W. Miller 
M.J. Knight 
John V. MacDonald, 

1908 

1909-1910 
1912-1913 
1920-1921 

1921-1922 
1922-1925 
1927-1928 
1928-1929 
1929-1930 
1930-1931 
1931-1935 
1935-1936 
1936-1937 

1938-1939 
1939-1941 
1941-1942 
1942-1943 
1943-1944 
1944-1945 
1945-1947 
1947-1948 
1948-1949 
1949-1950 
1950-1951 

1951-1953 
1953-1954 
1954-1955 
1955-1956 
1956-1957 
1957-1959 

M. Knight 
C. Patterson, 
A. Valens 
Elsie Hayes 
Lila Hayes 
E. Thompson, 
Margaret Polson 
Margaret Polson 
Elin Sveinson 
Villborg Breckman 
Austa Helgason 
Joey Thordarson 
S.M. Oliver 
Laufey Josephson 
Betty LePage 
Edna Rex, 
Anna Peturss 
Orvetta Angst 
Anna Gislason 
Margaret Johnson 
AIda Gardiner 
Ruth Aurelle 
Hansina Gunnlaugson 
Hansina Gunnlaugson 
Ruby Reese 
Shirley Burnett 
Margaret Reimer 
David Isaac, 
Carolyn Spencer 
Bernard Hink 
Isabelle Barker 
Olive Tarbath 
Fern Finnan 
Olive Tarbath 
Steve Cesmystruk 

Class at Bru School, taken in 1906 or 1907. Top Row: Pauline Johnson, 
Thorbjorg Jonsson, Laugi Gudbrandson, Clifford Hayes, Victor 
Frederickson, Albert Anderson, Helgi Oliver, Fred Johnson, Thor 
Sigurdson, ? Axford. Second Row: Mary Bjornson, Gunna Steffanson, 
Ida Hayes, Dora Landy, Mattie Knight, Teacher; Fjola Johnson, 
Emma Landy, ?, Jonas Helgason. Third Row: Sigrun Einarson, Hilda 
Anderson, Bjorn Sigurdson, Fred Isfeld, Hringur Isfeld, Kristinn 
Gudbrandson, B.K. Jonsson, Ben Johnson, Svava Steffanson, 
Margaret Isfeld. Fourth Row: George Isfe/d, Gudny Sigurdson, Veiga 
Anderson, Pauline Jonsson, Sigrun Jonsson, Lauga Oliver, Gudny 
Gudbrandson, Arthur Hayes. 



Monthly salaries varied from $40 in 1898; $70 in 1932; 
$50 in 1935; $150 in 1948 to $280 in 1959. 

Christmas concerts and the annual picnic in June were 
. highlights of the school year. 

As with rural schools, enrollment decreased during the 
1940's and early 1950's until in 1959, only 11 pupils were 
in attendance. It was voted to consolidate with Cypress 
River. 

Bru School was sold by auction to Leon DeSmet and 
moved to be used as a shop. It was later destroyed by fire. 

(BRU) FRIKIRKJA CHURCH 

Some of the first settlers in the Argyle district were folk 
from Iceland and by 1884, their numbers were sufficient· 
to band into organized groups and start to plan the 
building, of a place to worship. On New Year's Day, 
1884, the first meeting took place at Mr. and Mrs. Bjorn 
Walterson's. Thirty-six persons agreed to form the first 
Icelandic Lutheran Congregation and thus be the charter 
members. This was named Frikirkju Congregation at 
Bru. 

On Jan. 6, 1884, a second meeting was held in the 
western part of the community where 35 more members 
were added to the congregation. Within a year the 
congregation had grown to 90 members. First deacons 
were Bjorn Jonsson, Krist jan Jonsson, and Jon Olaf
sson. First trustees were Bjorn Jonsson, Skafti Arason 
and Skuli Anderson. First service was held Oct. 24, 1884, 
with the pastor Rev. Jon Bjarnason, who became supply 
pastor. 

Distance and mode of travel hampered the progress 
and continued growth of the congregation. The result 
was that on July 26, 1885, the Frelsis Congregation 
(Grund) was organized to serve the western community. 
The two congregations later reached a compromise to 
build a church at Grund. This was done and the church 
built in 1889. Therefore these two congregations of 
Frikirkju (Bru) and Frelsis (Grund) worked together in 
harmony for over 20 years and shared the same church 
building. During these years they were served by Rev. 
Hafsteinn Petursson, Rev. Jon Clemens, and Rev. 
Fridrik Hallgrimson. 

To overcome, somewhat, the problem of distance and 
travel the members of Frikirkju (Bru) Congregation 
decided on the need for a church closer to their homes. 
Discussions and plans for a new church began at Bru in 
1906. Three years later the decision was made to build a 
new church. In 1910, it became a reality and the church 
was built on southeast corner of 21-6-13, with Jon 
Olafson of Glenboro as head carpenter, and was called 
Frikirkju Lutheran Church. The $5,000.00 structure was 
composed of three sections: the main part 36 ft. x 28 ft., 
the east wing for the choir, organ and minister's room 12 
ft. x 24 ft., and the altar portion 12 ft. x 16 ft. Beautiful 
stained glass windows adorn the entire building. In the 
book, "Lutherans of Canada", Dr. V.J. Eylands has 
written, "This is a beautiful church with a seating 
capacity of around 200, and was valued at the time of 
construction at about $5,000. The beautiful furnishings 
of the church and its very fine liturgical floor plan have 

lead it to be described by many vIsItors as the most 
beautiful country church they have seen." 

Following Rev. F. Hallgrimson's recall to Iceland the 
parish has been served by: Rev. K.K. Olafson, E. Fafnis, 
Eric Sigmar, Johann Frederickson, Donald Olson, 
Krist jan Robertsson, Morris Green, Alan Pope, and 
Larry Glaeske. 

Conrad Nordman was elected organist when the 
church was built and served at his post for 47 years until 
his death in August, 1957. He was replaced by Dorothy 
Nordal, who is still serving in this capacity. 

Gradually, as the farms have become larger and hence 
fewer families in the area and the families somewhat 
smaller, there has been a distinct reduction in mem
bership. 

Today, only five or six special services are held an
nually, plus funerals and weddings. 

Frikirkja at Bru. 

BRU LUTHERAN LADIES' AID 
1895-1981 

On June 13, 1895 several ladies of the Frikirkju Church 
congregation met at Josef and Malmfridur Bjornsson's 
home, NW 16-6-13 (Holmkell Josephson's parents) to 
organize the Bru Ladies' Aid. Those present were: 

J. Valgerdur Bjornsdottir (Mrs. J.T. Frederickson) 
Gudrun Kapnasyurdottir (Mrs. Jon Halldorson) 
Gudrun S. Jonssdottir (Mrs. S. Stefanson) 
Anna S. Jonsdottir (Mrs. J. Fridfinnson) 
Kristin Hansdottir (Mrs. B. Walterson) 
Malmfridur Hallgrimsdottir (Mrs. J. Bjornsson) 
Gudrun Josepsdottir (Mrs. Finnbogason) 
Valgerdur Bjornsdottir (Mrs. Andres Johannson) 
Thorbjorg Bjornsdottir (Mrs. Bjorn Jonsson) 
Halldora Sigvaldadottir (Mrs. B. Gunnlaugson) 
Helga Jonasdottir (Mrs. Jon Olafsson) 

183 



Bru Lutheran Ladies' Aid, 1950. Standing: Margret Josephson, Sigrun 
Johnson (Dori), Osk Isleifson, Laura Nordman, Vala Hallgrimson, 
Gusta Anderson, Sigrun Johnson (Emil). Kneeling: Clara Johnson, 
Gudny Sveinson. Last Row: Emma Hallgrimson, Paula Johnson, 
Sylvia Isfeld, Mary Sveinson, Sigga Hanslip. 

Margrjet Halldorsdottir (Mrs. H.H. Johnson) 
Steffania Jonsdottir (Mrs. Magnusson) 
Gudrun Bjarnadottir (Mrs. Th. Johnson) 
Geirthrudur Jonsdottir (Mrs. S. Pjetursson) 
Anna Kristjansdottir (Mrs. Hjalmarson) 

The first officers were: President - Helga Jonasdottir, 
Secretary - Anna Kristjansdottir, Treasurer - Gudrun 
Bjarnadottir. 

It was agreed that each lady should pay a 25<1: fee to 
belong to the society. At this meeting, their first, after 
making and reading the rules and regulations for the 
society, their big project was to buy the communion ware 
for the church then in use. From then on they worked 
very hard, having concerts, tombolas and dances, ad
mission being 20<1: and lunch sold for 10<1:. As little money 
as the people must have had in these days, the members 
often donated $1.00 each to swell the coffers. By so doing 
they were able to donate to Winnipeg General Hospital, 
Betel Home, to help build and furnish Bru Hall and to 
help the needy. 

The most important thing they did was to purchase all 
the beautiful oak pews and most of the furnishings for 
the Bru Church, which, after much hard work, was 
completed Nov. 6, 1910. 

Mrs. Helga Olafson (Oliver) who, by this time, had 
been made an honourary member of the society, 
requested that no flowers be given in memory of her, 
instead the money be used for the needy. Therefore after 
her death on Nov. 10, 1913, the ladies decided to form a 
special fund and call it "Memorial Flower Fund" and 
donated $50.00 in her memory. To this dr.y the fund is 
being used for many useful projects, such as redecorating 
the church, setting up a steel fence around the graveyard 
and helping the needy. 

After 86 years the society, having 13 members now, is 
still active and continuing the good works of the 
pioneers. The transition from Icelandic to English was 
made in December, 1954. 
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BRU POST OFFICE 

A post office was established at Jon Olafsson's home 
at Bru in the early 1880's. It was named Bru Post Office, 
the word "bru" being the Icelandic word for bridge. The 
Olafsson home, later Albert Oliver's home, was near the 
bridge on Oak Creek. The location was the northwest 
corner of NE 16-6-13. At first Mr. Olafsson walked to 
Millford for the mail, but later, when the railroad came 
through Cypress River in 1886, he would get the mail at 
Cypress River. In 1914, Jon Olafsson passed away. After 
that, the Bru area got their mail by rural route. 

BRU LITERARY SOCIETY 

A Literary Society was formed in the early years of the 
settlement. The Icelandic people love reading and 
although the pioneers had brought their Bibles, Books of 
Sermons, Hallgrimur Petursson's Passion readings, 
hymns and the sagas, they were hungry for more 
Icelandic literature, as they could not read English. They, 
therefore, banded together and formed a society which 
lasted into the 1970's. Originally the library was kept at 
the home of Halldor Amason (later Snorri Anderson's 
home). The books were later moved to Emil Johnson's 
where they still are, in Donald Johnson's home. 

BRUHALL 

The Bru Hall was built on the northwest corner of NE 
16-6-13. The land was given or sold by Albert Oliver for 
the sum of $1.00. The deed for the land was dated April 
27, 1898. Apparently the hall was built that year. Quoting 
from Rev. J.J. Jackson's book, "In Praise of Pioneers", 
the Bru Ladies' Aid records that it met in the Bru Hall on 
May 18, 1898. It was also used by other organizations 
such as the Young People's Society, Literary Society, 
Dorcas Society, and for other public functions such as 
dances, receptions, plays, fowl suppers, showers, card 
parties and dinners for synod conventions. 

For many years the Bru Hall was the centre of activities 
for the district. 

The hall was finally closed down in the 1960's due 
mainly to the cost that would be involved in renovating to 
conform to health and safety standards. It was sold to 
Marcel Verstraete and torn down in 1972. 

AR"\TEST 
IN,.BRU HALL 

~rt~a}2t 11:to"ember 19tb. 1909 at Sp.m. 
A SPLENDID PROGRAM. LUNCH 
SERVED AFTER THE PROGRAM.-

AD:IYIIB8ION 500. 



BRU YOUNG PEOPLE'S 

The Bru Young People's Society was organized by 
Rev. E. Fafnis in 1930-31. Membership in 1931 was 64. In 
1942 membership was down to 11. During the 1930's the 
society was very active, holding meetings regularly. Each 
meeting was followed by entertainment, lunch and a 
dance. Numerous plays and concerts were put on by the 
young people. The Society became inactive about 1942. 

BRU CEMETERY 

The Bru Cemetery was established in 1884, on the 
northeast corner of NE 16-6-l3. A one-acre plot was 
donated by Jon Olafson (Albert Oliver's grandfather). 
The cemetery is still being kept in good condition. In 
1972, a fund was started - to which people with relatives 
buried there, made contributions. The interest earned by 
this fund goes toward the maintenance of the cemetery. 

THE DORCAS SOCIETY OF BRU 

The Dorcas Society was formed in early 1918, with 
Thorbjorg Jonsson as first treasurer. This society was a 
group of young women, who organized for the purpose 
of making money to do good works. The annual fee was 
set at 50¢ per member. 

They raised money in these ways: they sponsored 
dances at Bru Hall; had whist drives, bazaars, tombolas, 
and barn dances in the area; annually took over the fruit 
stand at the Cypress River Fair; put on and sponsored 
plays which were shown at Bru, Glenboro and Greenway, 
the two most popular being "Dust of the Earth" and 
"Eyes of Love"; and they put on minstrel shows. 

They spent their money almost as quickly as they made 

Some members of the Dorcas Society of Bru. Thorbjorg Jonsson, 
Gudny Sigurdson, Villa Anderson, Lauga He/gason, Miss Olson, Josie 
Anderson, Svava Stefanson with Ester on Knee, Stein/aug Gudnason, 
He/ga Jonsson, Alice Anderson, Clara Josephson. 

it. They bought wool and made socks and mitts to send to 
the soldiers overseas. They made wool comforters for 
needy families. They gave liberally to the church, the 
patients of Ninette Sanatorium, Christmas gifts to the 
elderly and bed-ridden. Wherever there was a need the 
Dorcas Society would help if possible. 

In 1922, Lauga Helgason became treasurer, and still 
held that post when the Dorcas closed down in 1930, and 
the young women joined the Bru Young People's Society 
which was organized by Rev. E. Fafnis. 

This was a fine fellowship which strengthened the 
bonds of friendship throughout the lives of these fine 
young women. 

EXCERPTS FROM THE BALDUR GAZETTE 

March, 1909 - "Bru - At a Lutheran congregational 
meeting held here on Tuesday, it was decided to erect a 
new church in the district. It was also decided to vote 
down any proposal for the erection of a parsonage, but 
instead the pastor's salary received an additional boost of 
$200 per annum." 

"Approximately 100 invited guests were right royally 
entertained Tuesday night, at the magnificent country 
residence' of Mr. and Mrs. Hannes Sigurdson, of the 
district. Speeches were delivered, songs and duets ren
dered, the Argyle Band played, and in general, the 
evening was spent in having a jolly good time. During the 
evening, the genial host and hostess were presented with a 
beautiful solid silver tea service." 

Nov. 25, 1915 - "The 5th anniversary service of the 
Lutheran Church at Bru was celebrated on Friday, Nov. 

19, in the church at 3 p.m. A good program of songs and 
speeches was rendered, the executive having been for
tunate enough to secure Miss Oliver, a noted singer of 
Winnipeg, to take parr. After the concert, all adjourned 
to Bm Hall, where a splendid'supper was served. No 
admission fee was charged, but a collection was taken, 
which amounted to $88. 

It may be interesting in this connection, to note, that 
all the Icelandic churches in this district are out of debt. " 

"Rev. Mr. Hallgrimson's three congregations, have 
presented him with a motor car. This is treating a 
minister in the right way. The members of a congregation 
like to be visited by their pastor and this gives facility for 
the maximum amount of visiting among his 
parishioners. " 
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November, 1910 - "The consecration of the handsome 
new Lutheran Church at Bru took place last Sunday. 
Rev. B.B. Johnson, President of the Icelandic Synod, of 
Minneota, Minnesota, assisted by Rev. J. Bjarnason 
D.O. of Winnipeg and Rev. F. Hallgrimson. Com
munion was administered after the consecration. " 

November, 1924 at Frikirkja Bru - "The church was 
well filled and service, which lasted from 2 to 4:30 p.m., 
was most impressive. 

In the evening the President preached in Immanuel 
Church in Baldur, after which Rev. Dr. Bjarnason gave 
an address on the subject 'The Christian Home'." 

April 8, 1909 - "The concert and dance held in the Bru 
Hall on the 29th, under the auspices of the Argyle Band 
to commemorate the 4th anniversary of their 
establishment, was pronounced success. The first item on 
the list was the national Anthem played in harmony with 
a prelude specially composed for the occasion by the able 
bandmaster Mr. A. Oliver. Some splendid music was 
rendered, which included a number of quartettes and 
sextettes, by members of the Band, double violin, cornet 
and piano solos, violin solo by Mrs. Jho. Carey, vocal 
solo by Miss Hjalmarson, piano solo by Mr. Peter 
Josephson (graduate of Gustavus Adolphus, St. Peter, 
Minn.), vocal duet by the Misses Hjalmarson and Arason 
and a number of other choice selections by local talent. A 
few congratulatory remarks were then mady by the Rev. 
F. Hallgrimson. Upon the conclusion of the program, 
dancing was begun to the dreamy strains of the Band, the 
piano and several violins." . 

Aug. 15, 1918 - "Icelandic Celebration - Aug. 2 is the 
national day of Iceland. The day was celebrated at Bru in 
Anderson's grove under the auspices of the Ladies' Aid 
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of the district. The weather was fine and the people 
gathered there in large numbers. A platform was erected 
in the grove and a well-selected program was arranged. 
Reeve Johnson was in the chair and conducted the 
program in his usual style. Rev. B.B. Jonsson of Win
nipeg gave a stirring address. Arni Sveinson delivered a 
splendid message. B. Walterson recited a poem composed 
by himself and made a few remarks. The Argyle Band 
entertained at intervals. The sports proved very in
teresting. The proceeds netted $127.30 for the Overseas 
Club. " 

FOOTNOTE: 
Following the immediate settlement of the Bru district, 

the pioneers were very fortunate to enjoy many 
productive years which resulted in a proud community. 
Some had very fine homes in the area and therefore the 
women took pride in their homes. Their culinary skills 
were well known. Who can forget the food at the annual 
fowl supper enjoyed here as in other communities? 

The neighbours worked together, helping willingly 
wherever necessary. One was always invited in, whether 
neighbour, travelling salesman or bill collector. 

There was much talent in music and drama. Amongst 
the early Icelanders this was a must; if you had talent you 
must develop it and share it with others. 

Those who are left cherish happy memories that linger 
on, as they recall the many men and women, who have 
passed on, from this community. 

There is a Destiny that makes us brothers, 
None goes his way alone; 

That which you put into the lives of others, 
Comes back into your own. 

Anon. 



CO NAUGHT 

Connaught School, built in 1912. 
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CONNAUGHTSCHOOL 

Connaught School, 1920. Back Row: Maude Smith, May Cooper, Eva 
Cooper, Blanche Waitt, Fred Weitzel. Front Row: Phyllis Cooper, 
Mollie Weitzel, Mary Weitzel, Roy Bateman. 

In 1911-1912, the people in this area felt that they must 
build a school, as their families were ready to begin their 
education. Meetings were held and arrangements were 
made to buy land from John H. Cooper. Trustees were 
elected at the time namely: J.R. Kelly, J.H. Cooper, 
B.M. Waitt. Mr. Nelson Ramage of Greenway area was 
the chosen carpenter. Plans were drawn up, materials 
were bought, men hired and the work began. The 
building was completed and ready for opening in Sep
tember, 1912. It was named "Connaught" after the 
Governor-General of Canada at that time. 

The first teacher was Mr. A.E. Buttress in 1912. After 
13 years teaching in England he came to Canada in 1888, 
to pursue his teaching. He was a stern man but noted for 
his teaching of geographic travelling stories, his love of 
nature paintings and drawings. The pupils at that time 
will always remember the old slates with scratchy pencils. 

The second teacher in 1913 was Miss Lulu Kelly from 
New Brunswick. She had been unfortunate enough to 
come into contact with the measles and bring them along, 
so some of the pupils missed the opening lessons. She 
stayed one year, then left to marry Mr. Fred Ward of 
Baldur. She was a very quiet, studious teacher. 

The third teacher, in 1914, was Miss Sadie Gillies, the 
eldest daughter of the late Arthur Gillies of Baldur. She 
was a born teacher as she had a way of attracting her 
pupils to their lessons by their singing a bright little song 
each morning to liven up their thoughts. After the noon 
hour, came reading for 20 minutes such books as: 
Pilgrim's Progress, Robinson Crusoe, and many others 
and closing at 4 p.m. with a hymn. During her six and a 
half years in Connaught, she had many picnics, concerts, 
and outdoor nature lessons. The parents were always 
ready to help. Her pupils will long remember her. Miss 
K.A. Smith of Baldur was the fourth teacher in 1920. She 
was a very studious person and lessons came first. 

As registers from 1912-1921 could not be found these 
are personal records from the people in this area. 

Families attending, 1912-1921: Cooper, Kelly, Bolack, 
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Waitt, Preston, Bateman, Smith, Montroy, Weitzel; and 
from 1922-1964: Gillies, Elliot, McKay, Darling, Devos, 
Wm. McLaren, C. McLaren. 

Connaught was not a large school but its pupils were 
noted for their Field Day parades and Christmas con
certs, later for ball teams and curling. Many thanks to the 
teachers for training and guidance. 

Many pupils from this small school have graduated 
and furthered their education for higher standards and 
many trades. One cannot record all their names here as 
the family histories will record all. 

Then came consolidation to all rural areas. No more 
walking or skiing at 7 a.m. to light fires in old Waterbury 
furnaces. No more Arbour and Labour Day clean-ups. 
The friendly community gatherings will be but memories. 
Both teachers and pupils will have happy memories of the 
friends they made. 

Mr. Gordon Kentner was the 34th and last teacher, but 
he followed many of his pupils to the larger area in 
Baldur. 

The pupils of Connaught area and all former pupils are 
honoured that Mrs. Verna Hutlet's motif was chosen for 
1982 Centennial. 

The little white schoolhouse with its green trimmings 
and many memories of a three generation family was 
auctioned and sold to a Mr. Chapman (1965). It now 
stands on the east side of Highway No.5, north of 
Glenboro. 

"All that glitters is not gold 
Make new friends, but remember to keep the old. " 

Open-air rink between the muskrat dens. Wally 
Elliott with cigarette. 
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Cypress Valley School built in 1910. 
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CYPRESS V ALLEY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 394 

Cypress Valley School District opened in August, 1885. 
The first school building was erected on the north side of 
24-6-13, close to the half mile mark. 

About 1890, it was moved to the northeast corner of 
24-6-13, bordering on the Municipality of Lome. This 
school later proved to be too small, and was sold to Mr. 
J.N. Leefor $112.00. 

A new school was constructed about 1898, on the same 
site. The first teacher in this building was Mr. Gilbert 

Gillespie of Paswegin, Sask., who stayed for several 
years. The first trustees of the school district were (ap
parently, as records were burned) Thomas Yeo, Silas 
Adams, and W.J. Venner, with James Gardiner as 
secretary-treasurer. 

Late in the year 1909, as the pupils were having 
a Christmas concert with Miss Eva Hayes (Mrs. 
Turner Mawby) as teacher, the school burned down with 
all its contents. A new school building was constructed 
early in 1910. This building is still standing, but closed its 
doors in June, 1958, as the rural schools consolidated and 
the pupils attended Cypress River School. 
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A letter from J.E. Tisdale when he was teaching in Cypress Valley School in 
1896. 
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RY RIVER 

Dry River School built in 1885. 
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DRY RIVER SCHOOL NO. 339 

On May 16, 1885, the Board of Education gave the 
pioneers permission to form the Dry River Protestant 
School District. Dry River was named because of a dry 
river bed or coulee which ran through the district. The 
district was originally settled by people from the province 
of Ontario. The school site was fixed at the southwest 
corner of NW 22-4-12. 

A meeting was held on June 27, 1885, at the home of 
Alex. McQuarrie to elect three trustees, Alex McQuarrie, 
W.A. Robinson, and David Bentley, who was secretary
treasurer, and two auditors, W. Cressard and G. Stewart. 
A meeting of ratepayers was called on July 11, to em
power the trustees to issue debentures for $400.00 to 
purchase land, erect and furnish a school. There were 
eight debentures of $50.00 each at eight percent interest, 
payable to the Merchant's Bank of Canada, Winnipeg, 
on October first of each year thereafter. 

The schoolhouse was completed, and the by-laws were 
drawn up at a meeting in the school on Oct. 1, 1885. Thus 
the Dry River School, with Miss Thring of Belmont, as 
teacher, had begun and continued to serve the com
munity well, until 1958, when it was forced to consolidate 
with Mariapolis. 

During these 73 years, the school was the centre of all 
community life in the Dry River district. At the begin
ning, church services and Sunday School classes were 
held in the school. In later years, concerts, card parties 
and dances were weekly attractions. 

In 1958, when Dry River School closed, the building 
was sold to Albert Desrochers on 15-4-13, where it was 
used as part of a house. 

The post office for the district was opened in 1884, at 
the house of George Stewart. 

THE TEACHERS OF DRY RIVER WERE: 

1885,1886, and 1887 until the end of year - Miss Thring. 
1888 - Miss Wright 
1889, 1890 and 1891 - Miss Armstrong 
1892 - Miss Mary Fraser 
1893 - W.A. Cluff, until February. 
1893, 1894 and 1895 - Mr. Houston, until end of 1895. 
1896 - Mary Richardson, until February 19. 
1896, 1897 - Miss Grant, until end of July. 
1897 - Miss Playfair, until end of December. 
1898, 1899 and 1900 - Mr. A.D. Sproule, until end of 
June. 
1900 and 1901 - Miss Mary Richardson, until Christmas. 
1901 - Miss Gillispie, until February 28. 
1902 and 1903 - Miss Clark, until end of June. 
1903 and 1904 - Sidney Clarq, until end of June. 
1904 - Miss M. McCreary, until end of year. 
1905 - Miss Gardiner, until end of year. 
1906 - Miss Stedman, for a short time. 
1906 and 1907 - Miss Staples, until end of year. 
1908 - Walter Tisdale, until end of June. 
1908 and 1909 - H.W. Hall, until end of June. 
1909 and 1910 - W. Tisdale, until March 24. 
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1910 - Miss T. Hansen, until end of June. 
1910 and 1911 - Mr. R. Yeo, until end of June. 
1911 and 1912 - H.E. Harris, until end of June. 
1912 - Mr. Smith, until end of June, 1913. 
1913 and 1914 - Miss E. Harrison, until end of June 
1914. ' 
1915 - R.G. Askin, until end of June, 1915. 
1916 - Miss Sedore, for one month. 
1916 - A.M. Pettem, until end of 1916. 
1917 and 1918 - Miss H. Patterson, until end of June 
1918. ' 
1918 - Miss N. Thomas, until end of June, 1919. 
1919 - Miss J. Keith, until end of June, 1920. 
1920 - Miss Jardine, until end of September, 1920. 
1920 - Miss Fraser, until end of December, 1920. 
1921 - Miss Thomas, until end of June, 1921. 
1921 and 1922 - Miss Helem, until March 6,1923. 
1923 - Miss Greenway, until April, 1923. 
1923 - Miss Jardine, until end of June, 1923. 
1923 - Mr. e.G. Williamson, until end of June, 1924. 
1924 - Miss Fraser, until end of December, 1924. 
1925 - Miss D. Robinson, until end of June, 1925. 
1926 and 1927 - Miss M.B. Goodwin. 
1927 - J. Forbes, until end of June, 1927. 
1928 - Miss McRae, until end of June, 1928. 
1928 and 1929 - Grace Graham, until end of June, 1930. 
1930, 1931 and 1932 - Rose Murphy, until end of June 
1933. ' 
1933 - 1938 - Juliette Lussier, until June, 1939. 
1939 - Marie Hybreck until June, 1940. 
1940 - 1943 - Miss Conrad, until June, 1944. 
1944 - Mrs. Rosaire Lussier, until June, 1945. 
1945 - Miss Alice Del, until June, 1946. 
1946 - 1948 - Miss Denise Chevalier until February, 
1949. ' 
1949 - Miss Allerie, until June, 1949. 
1949 - 1952 - Toni Lussier, until June, 1953. 
1953 and 1954 - Mrs. Toni Landry, until June, 1955. 
1955 - Lorette Desrochers, until June, 1956. 
1956 and 1957 - Joan Forester, until June, 1958. 

Class at Dry River School. Back Row: Geo. Freedy, Martha Sierens 
Lyall RO,binson, Annie Vassart, Mary Mondor, Dick Graham' 
Christine McQuarrie, Minnie Mondor. Middle Row: Leo Bauvereau: 
August Vassart, Charlie Vassart, Walter Capon, Maurice Capon. Front 
Row: Charlotte Capon, Camilla Ballegeer, Bertha Sierens, Bertha 
Ballegeer, !,!ora Mondor, Margaret Capon, Madeliene Capon, Desire 
Vassart, Michael Ballegeer. 



EL lOR 

Excelsior School built in 1897. 
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EXCELSIOR 

The district of Excelsior was originally known as Bally 
Duff and was started around 1880 with the arrival of 
settlers, some of whom were the Babington Brothers; Jim 
and Joe Craig and their mother; Ben Gerolamy; Parker 
Fallis; William Tisdale; Samuel Roe; Mr. Hammond; 
Mark Sexsmith; and John Cairns. Staffords, Jacksons, 
Bells and Johnsons came a little later. Mrs. Craig was the 
first white woman in the district. The first religious 
services were conducted by John Cairns at the home of 
Mrs. Craig. In 1885 the name of the district was changed 
to Excelsior. 

EXCELSIOR SCHOOL NO 449 

The first school was held in the home of Mike 
Babington on S 28-4-13, in 1883, and was called Bally 
Duff School. In 1885, the school was declared unfit by 
the Superintendent of Education and was closed. A new 
building was erected on the north side of 26-4-13 in 1885, 
and was renamed Excelsior. Mr. Babington was the first 
teacher. 

In 1897 a new school was erected on SE 21-4-13 at a 
cost of $620.00. The first trustees of the new school were 
J.B. Craig, G. Sampson, P.A. Sinclair. The school was in 
use until 1960, when Excelsior consolidated with Glenora 
and the school was sold and moved to a farm. 

EXCELSIOR TEACHERS 

Mr. Chancey 1887 
Peter Sinclair 1888 
J. W. McKittrick 

July-August 1892 $ 480.00 year 
J. Greenway 

September-December 1892 $ 450.00 year 
Alexander Brown 

January-April 1893 $ 420.00 year 
A. McPhail 

, April, 1893-J uly, 1894 $ 480.00 year 
S. Flatt 

August-December 1894 $ 480.00 year 
Wm. Lauderock 

January -September 1895 $ 420.00 year 
Minnie Leslie 

September-December 1895 $ 390.00 year 
Annie Playfair 

January-March 1896 $ 390.00 year 
Minnie Leslie 

April-December 1896 $ 390.00 year 
January-March 1897 $ 420.00 year 

W. Greenway 
April-August 1897 $ 420.00 year 

Edith Johnston 
August-December 1897 $ 360.00 year 

Ada Clark 
January 1898-December 1899 $ 420.00 year 

J .E. Tisdale 
January 1900-August 1902 $ 430.00 year 

M.H. Bernell 
September-December 1902 $ 430.00 year 
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R.J. Holmes 
January 1903-August 1904 $ 500.00 year 

Alice M.E. Cluff 
August-December 1904 $ 500.00 year 

Letitia Goudry 
February-December 1905 $ 500.00 year 

Gertrude Fraser 
J anuary-December 1906 $ 500.00 year 

Mr. Renwick 
August 1922-June 1923 $1000.00 year 

Cora Walden 
August 

Dorothy Mowat 
Jean Richardson 
Mary Pinn 

1923-June 1924 $ 800.00year 
1924-1925 $ 800.00year 
1925-1926 $ 750.00year 
1926-1927 $ 700.00year 

Una Cobb 1927-1931 $ 750.00-$ 800.00year 
P. Roberts 1931-1934 $ 650.00-$ 500.00year 
Lois Tisdale 1934-1936 $ 500.00year 
Jean Reekie 1936-1939 $ 500.00 year 
Emily Wareham 
Eliz. Jackson 
Susanne Fehr 
ThelmaSyms 

1939-1940 $ 500.00year 
1940-1941 $ 600.00year 
1941-1942 $ 600.00year 
1942-1943 $ nO.OOyear 

Enid Nelson 1943-1944 $ 800.00year 
Alex Brown 

September-December 
Sobrune Johnson 

1944 

December-June 1945 
Catherine Madill 1945-1946 
Ruth Mabon 1946-1947 
Myra MacDonald 1947-1948 
Barbara Thomson 1948-1949 
Betty Cullen 1949-1950 
Gloria Hutchinson 1950-1951 
Eliz. Phillips 1951-1952 
Elaine Bint 1952-1953 
Edna Hildebrandt 1953-1954 
Wm. Doo Benen 1954-1955 
Mildred Van Damme 1955-1957 
Delores Titchosky 1957-1958 
Irene Walde 1958-1959 
Hilda Martens 

$1100.00 year 
$ 825.00 year 
$ 950.00 year 
$ 950.00 year 
$1000.00 year 
$1100.00 year 
$1000.00 year 
$1100.00 year 
$1200.00 year 
$1300.00 year 
$1600.00 year 
$2700.00 year 
$1600.00 year 
$1800.00 year 

August-December 1959 $2800.00 year 

Class in Excelsior School in 1908. John (Joker) Gerolamy, Jean 
Hust.on~ Hazel Pringle, Nancy Forbes, Miss Buele, Mandy Craig, 
Marjorie Johnson, Tom (Duffer) Gerolamy, Butcher Pearson, Pringle 
at teacher's knee. 



FREY 

Frey School built in 1897. 
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FREY SCHOOL NO. 890 

The school district of Frey had its beginning on Aug. 
31, 1896, at a meeting held at the home of Skapti Arason 
for the purpose of electing a board of trustees. Elected 
were W.O. Wilson, S. ,Arason, and B. Anderson. S. 
Arason served as chairman, W.O. Wilson as secretary
treasurer at $10.00 per annum. 

These men met on October 12, and decided to call a 
public meeting to authorize the raising of $600.00 by 
debenture to erect and furnish a schoolhouse. Said 
meeting took place on Oct. 26, 1896, and the required by
law was passed. It was also passed that action be taken 
right away to get the building underway. On October 31, 
the tender of B. Sigurdson for $63.00 was accepted. 
Lumber was to be drawn by members of the school 
district. The school was built on the northeast corner of 
24-6-14. 

The building was erected; desks and supplies pur
chased; a teacher, Miss Reid of Cypress River, was hired 
for seven months at $36.50 per month; and school 
commenced on Jan. 11, 1897. 

On May 8, 1897, Miss Reid resigned and Mr. C.F. 
McGregor was engaged as teacher to commence duties on 
May 10,1897. 

The school continued to operate, first on an irregular 
basis varying from 7 months up to 10 months of the year, 
depending on the wishes of the people of the district. 
Before too long, the school was kept open for 10 months 
of the year, and continued on that basis until 1946. 

At the end of June, 1946, the school was closed due to 
low enrolment, and transportation and tuition were 
supplied for the children to attend other schools until the 
end of 1958, when Frey joined the consolidated School 
District of Glenboro. 

The schoolhouse and the acre of land on which it was 
situated were later put up for sale by tender. 

Skapti Arason bought the schoolhouse and moved it 
home to his yard where it is presently used as a workshop. 
The land was purchased by Oli Arason and is presently 
owned by Skapti Arason. 

H:ey.School Pupils. Jana Sveinson, Teacher; Valdi Sveinson, Tryggvi, 
Sigg/ Christopherson, Siggi Anderson, Ida Fredrickson, Leo Johnson, 
Herbert Sigurdson, Ingi Helgason. Front Row: Eiki Anderson, Merle 
Arnold, Rurik Fredrickson, Fred Helgason, Albert Sigmar, Clarence 
Johnson, Myrtle Simmons, Hanna Johnson, Bjorn Sigmar, Egil/ 
Johannson. 
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According to the record, the teachers who taught at 
Frey School were as follows: 

1897 
1898-1900 
1900-1901 
1901-1902 
1902-1903 
1903 (fall term) 
1904-1905 
1905-1906 
1906-1907 
1907-1909 
1909-1910 
1910-1911 
1911-1912 
1913-1914 
1914-1915 
1915 (spring term) 
1915 (fall term) 
1916 (spring term) 
1916-1918 
1918 (spring term) 
1918 (fall term) 
1919-1920 
1921 

1922 

.1923-1924 
1924-1925 
1925-1927 
1927-1929 
1929-1930 
1930-1931 
1931-1938 
1938-1939 
1939-1940 
1940-1942 
1942-1943 

1943-1944 
1944-1945 
1945-1946 

Miss Reid 
C.F. McGregor 
R. Fjelsted 
Janet Turner 
Ben J ohannson 
Lydia Carrothers 
Janet Turner 
Emily Morris 
B. Hjalmarson 
Christian Sveinson 
Lena Josephson 
Svava Frederickson 
Fanny Gunnarson 
Lena Josephson 
Lillie Hallgrimson 
Rosa Frederickson 
Anna Bjornson 
Elin Gillis 
Ingibjorg Bjornson 
Mrs. Valdimar Sveinson 
Svava Johnson 
Nettie Parsonage 
Mrs. V.A. Sveinson and 
Andrea Holmfridur 
Mrs. V.A. Sveinson and 
Miss A.H. Anderson 
Fanny Jones 
Annie Hawn 
Gladys Mabon 
Aurora Sigvaldason 
Thorun Helgason 
Grace Reykdal 
Marjorie Barker 
Ralph Gurry 
Calista Atkinson 
Edna Thorleifson 
Winnifred Evans, 
Daisy Kendree 
Miss Smith and 
Miss Warner 
Kathleen Dowd 
Miss S.G. Olson 
Grace Helgason 

Frey School about 1914. Standing: Inga Johnson, Anna Backman, 
Alice Anderson, Thora Wagstaff, ? Thora Anderson, Lena Josephson, 
Rebecca Anderson, Bogga Anderson, Myrtle Simmons. Seated: Lou 
Johnson, Julius Anderson, Chris Helgason, Eddie Sigurjonson, Arthur 
Wagstaff, Hallie Hall. 



GLEN RA 

Glenora School, built in 1947, with Wigton School which was attached to the existing school in 1959. 
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GLEN ORA 

Glenora in 1913. 

In the early days of the Ogilvie Milling Co., they 
erected a flour mill near Montreal called Glenora Mill, 
and all their flour bags were marked "Glenora Patent". 
When Blaine and Reid erected a mill on SE 20-3-13 in 
1882, it was given the name of Glenora, as a compliment 
to the Ogilvie Co. 

The first store in Glenora was managed by Thos. 
Rogers and was built in 1882, on SE 20-3-13. A sawmill 
was also built in 1882, by Walsh and Sons of Montreal. 
Fire destroyed both the sawmill and the flour mill in 
1885, and the store closed. The Crayston family who 
reached the district in 1890, used the store as their home. 

In 1892, Chas. Graham built another store on the NE 
corner of 28-3-13,but moved this building to Baldur in 
1896. 

By June, 1904, the site of the new town of Glenora had 
been surveyed and building operations were to begin at 
once. It was reported in the Baldur Gazette in the August, 
1904 issue, that lots, in Glenora, were selling high. 
Material for the Dominion Elevator at Glenora had been 
shipped by 1904, and T.L. Lawrence was to be the grain 
buyer. Tom Etsell, an Englishman, put up the first 
dwelling house in Glenora. 

GLENORASCHOOL 

Glenora School built in 1912. 
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Class of Glenora School in 1957. Back Row: Teddy Porter, Leo Boulet, 
Bob Lundgren, Milton Macklin, Ronnie Swayze, Mel McElroy. Middle 
Row: Wes Boulet, Glen Porter, Brian Rowley, Raymond Van Damme, 
Leslie Simpson. Front Row: Murray Ballantine, Mark Collins, David 
Van Damme, Danny Rowley, Jimmy Thompson. 

Glenora School was built in 1892, on the NE corner of 
27-3-13. The first secretary-treasurer was Arthur Burnett 
and trustees were T.L. Lawrence and Sam King. The first 
teacher was Miss Minnie Irvine of Pilot Mound. There 
were seven pupils enrolled; Minnie, Alex, William and 
Charlie King, Jim Cavers, Sunny Fox, and Mary 
Lawrence. In 1910, the school burned down and a 
temporary one was built to be replaced two years later by 
one built by Oliver and Roger Brown of Belmont. This 
school burned in 1946, and school was held in the hall 
until another school was completed in the fall of 1947. 
Marringhurst School was closed temporarily and students 
came to Glenora. Zephyr School closed permanently and 
some families came to Glenora, others went to 
Marringhurst, when it re-opened. In 1959, Wigton and 
Excelsior School Districts consolidated with Glenora and 
the Wigton School was moved and joined to the existing 
Glenora School. Glenora was granted a kindergarten to 
operate in May and June, beginning in 1973. High school 
students are bussed to Pilot Mound or Baldur. 

Class of Glenora School in 1957. Back Row: Kay Ballantine, Doris Van 
Damme, Anita Ballantine, Beth Simpson, Marie Swayze, Carol Miller, 
Edith Rowley. Front Row: Anne Thompson, Linda Miller, Sandra 
Thompson, Kathy McElroy, Janet Kay, Melody Boulet, Shirley 
Macklin, Leona Swayze, Sheila Macklin, Darlene Sierens. 



UNITED CHURCH 

In the early 1880's, church services were held in the 
homes of the settlers. Preachers of Anglican, 
Presbyterian or Methodist faiths were travellers through 
the district, holding services which most people attended, 
regardless of their faith. 

Mr. R.S. Thompson, who lived on SW 35-3-13, 
donated a manse to be used by the minister. Rev. J. 
Cairns represented the Presbyterian Church, Mr. W. 
Watson the English Church, and Rev. Hoskins the 
Methodist Church. Rev. J. Farquharson came in 1882, t@ 
the Rock Lake charge, remaining in Pilot Mound until 
1905. 

Services were conducted in the homes of G.H. Mc
Williams and Jas. Stevens, and at Excelsior School. 

After church union, Glenora services were held in the 
school, with the Baldur minister serving the charge. In 
about 1960, the United Church used the Anglican Church 
in Glenora for their services, which continued until 1968, 
when, because of poor attendance, they amalgamated 
with Baldur and closed out their books. 

In 1927, Mrs. Ferguson of Pilot Mound came to 
Glenora and organized the first ladies' aid of the area. 
This later became the United Church Women. Their aim, 
when first organized, was to build a church, but because 
of the depression, this was never realized. However, the 
proceeds from their money-making endeavors were the 
source of securing sufficient funds to pay the minister's 
salary, to help with the Sunday School supplies, to 
remember the sick, to have picnics, and to try to give help 
to those in need. The U.C.W. continued until 1971. 
Funds on hand were divided equally between the Baldur 
United Church and the Rock Lake United Church Camp. 

United Church congregations at Glenora School. Back Row: Leslie 
Simpson Jr., Beth Simpson, Ida Harrison, Belle Wilson, Hazel Brown, 
Nellie Clark, Rev. Gustoni, Leslie Simpson Sr., Mary Macklin, Freda 
Lundgren, Percy McElroy. Front Row: Sheila Macklin, Mrs. Bateman, 
Shirley Macklin. 

ST. GEORGE'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

St. George's Anglican Church, situated in Glenora. 

St. George's Anglican Church was built in 1889, in 
Marringhurst. It was built by Mr. George Stewart of Dry 
River, and Mr. Jos. Stevens plastered the interior the 
following year. Rev. A.D. Wood was one of the first 
ministers to preach in the church. Alex and Esther Brown 
were the first couple to be married in the church, while it 
was still at Marringhurst. 

In 1926, the church was moved to its present site in 
Glenora. The first couple married in the church there 
were Laura Brown, daughter of Alex and Esther, and 
Russell McDonald. 

A full-sized basement was built, where fowl suppers, 
bazaars, and teas were held. In 1963, a fire damaged the 
interior of the church. It was soon repaired by willing 
workers, both men and women. 

For a time, the United Church held services in the 
church. Regular church services are not held there now, 
but it is used for weddings and funerals. 

The St. George's W.A. was an organization of church 
women doing missionary work. The first W.A. was 
organized in 1920, with president Mrs. Bruce Fraser and 
secretary-treasurer Mrs. C. Lumbers. In 1929, Mrs. Una 
Odell became president, and still holds that office today. 
Mrs. Muriel Wickens is secretary and Mrs. Evelyn Odell 
is treasurer. Meetings are held once a month in the homes 
of the members, and they enjoy Christian Fellowship. 
The younger members of the church are Little Helpers 
and have a yearly party at Christmas. 

Twenty-five years ago, there was an active Junior 
Auxiliary (l.A.), and very interesting meetings were held. 

Both the United Church and the Anglican Church 
congregations held regular Sunday School classes in 
Glenora. It was reported in the Baldur Gazette on Oct. 5, 
1916, quote - "Glenora - The Sunday School Rally 
Service last Sunday was a grand success. A large assembly 
enjoyed the program. Music by the Sunday School Adult 
Class and junior girls was much appreciated. A very 
interesting speech was given by the Rev. M. Peacock. Mr. 
Wm. Macklin, the superintendent, also delivered a short 
address. Katie Macklin recited 'Love Much' in fine style, 
and Sarah Sigurdson rendered 'The Queen and The Little 
Girl', excellently." 
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Mr. Wm. Macklin and his Sunday School class in Glenora around 1916-
1917. 

January, 1918 - "Glenora Gleanings - Sunday School 
Presentation to Superintendent. Dear Mr. Macklin, We, 
the pupils and teachers of the Glenora Sunday School, 
take this opportunity of expressing to you our ap
preciation of your services, so faithfully rendered, 
through cold and heat, rain and snow. You have ever 
cheerfully driven many 'miles to devote your time and 
talents to our benefit and have acted in the capacity of 
Superintendent with a high degree of satisfaction. Please 
accept this Bible as a small token of our appreciation, for 
we realize that you have assisted every cause which 
tended to the up-building of the community. Yours for 
continued success, the Glenora Sunday School." 

BLACKSMITH SHOPS 

Ed Ford had a blacksmith shop from 1908 until 1912, 
where, as well as shoeing horses, he sold implements and 
repaired a few cars. From 1913, until about 1916, Yab 
Nicoland came from Clearwater and operated a 
blacksmith shop, first east of the school, and then in a 
building on the southeast corner of the main streets. 

Billy King, along with his father, did some blacksmith 
work, as well as hauling dray from the C.N.R. with a 
team of horses. He had a small barn which he used for a 
livery stable and ran the only gambling joint in Glenora, 
known as the "clubhouse". Billy also travelled with 
Baird, buying cattle. 

POST OFFICE 

The first post office was opened in 1881, about one 
mile south of Glenora on 28-3-13, and was operated by 
Mrs. Thomas Freeley. The mail was hauled from Pilot 
Mound by ox cart. Mr. Freeley left in 1887, and Mr. 
Little took over postmaster, being situated on the north 
half of the same section. George Graham took over the 
farm and the post office two years later. In 1903, the post 
office was moved to NE 33-3-13 and was run by Mr. 
Gregory Fraser, with the mail being hauled from Pilot 
Mound by Mr. Jack Craig. When Mrs. Charlie Lumbers 
became postmistress in 1909, she moved the post office to 
her residence in Glenora. Mail came by train for a short 
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time, until Mr. King from Neelin began hauling the mail 
from Greenway to Glenora and Neelin. In 1947, Jim 
Collins took over the mail at his house and later it went to 
Collin's store, where Mick and Owen Collins had it until 
1948. During this time, Fred Coldron hauled the mail 
from Greenway and then from Baldur. In 1962, George 
Wilson got the contract to haul the mail. Merle and 
Marlene Brinkworth took over the store and post office 
in 1965, and Marlene Brinkworth is still postmistress 
today. The Glenora Post Office celebrated the 100th 
birthday of the post office in June, 1981. 

Picture taken at M. and M. Brinkworth Groceries, which also houses 
the post office, at the one hundredth celebration of the post office in 
Glenora. 

GENERAL STORES 

Glenora Hardware owned by A. Macklin. Herb and Ab in front of 
store. 

In August, 1904, Mr. A.M. Ralston had built a general 
store near the Glenora station. In 1908, he sold it to 
Malone and Robertson. The store was managed by J. 
McMillan and was later purchased by A.M. Lindsay, 
who had been bookkeeper previously. Mr. Lindsay 
purchased two lots and the store in 1912, and operated it 
until 1944, when he sold it to Gordon Hainstock. In 1946, 
August Janke bought the store and resold it in July, 1949, 
to Walter Ballantine. Walter and Liz operated the store 
until it closed in the 1970's. The building was torn down 
and a new house was built on the lot by Walter and Liz in 
1979. 



Store owned and operated by Walter and Liz Ballantine until the 1970's. 

Ed Ford, who came around 1908, operated a 
blacksmith shop. In 1912, Henry Carroll took over the 
shop and sold groceries and dry goods. Previously Henry 
Carroll had a peddling wagon on which was painted "try 
Tyler's tea. Use the best and the cheapest". He had 
peddled his goods around the district, as well as having a 
small store in the Marringhurst area. Mrs. Henry Carroll 
had around 600 hens and shipped eggs to Hudson Bay 
Co. in Winnipeg. In 1919, Henry Carroll also sold Im
perial Bulk fuel, and then later sold out to Bill Macklin. 

Henry and Carrie Carroll and his "Tyler's Tea" wagon. 

COUPON 

Save these coztpons, they can be 
exchctn}fecl 107' nUiny ztse/zol and 
valuclble pl'emizuns at 

J. H. Carrell's Sto7'e, 
Glenol'a, Man. 

In 1922, John Campbell operated a store where Charlie 
Balkhams now live, and in 1927, he sold this to Alf 
Leslie, who also was Massey Harris dealer. Bill Macklin 
purchased this store, but after a short time moved across 
the street to the Henry Carroll store. Bill ran the store 
during the "dirty thirties" and often took chickens, 
turkeys, beef and pork in trade on his customer's bills. 
Bill also sold bulk fuel and ran the store until 1946, when 
it was sold to Owen and Mick Collins. In addition to the 

Bill Macklin's store in Glenora. Ellen Macklin at pumps. 

groceries and dry goods, hardware and bulk fuel, they 
added a lunch counter, which was looked after by Mrs. 
Owen Collins. They operated this "Red and White" store 
until 1948, when Gordon Hainstock took over. Within 
less than a year, Gordon sold out to George and Ida 
Wilson in May, 1949. The store became known as 
"Wilson's Grocery" and thrived until 1965, when due to 
failing health, George and Ida sold to Merle and Marlene 
Brinkworth. They continued in the same store attached to 
the house until 1967, when they built a new store, which 
they now operate as "M & M Brinkworth Groceries" . 

MACHINE DEALERS 

In 1915-1919, Reg Galloway and Chris Lawrence had a 
McCormick Deering dealership in the store part of the 
Ford building. In 1921-23, Fred Potruff had a garage 
situated about where the rink is now. In 1930, Bud 
Anderson built a garage, but it only operated for about a 
year, when Sveinson from Baldur purchased it and 
moved it to Baldur to use for a blacksmith shop. In 1940, 
Henry Oleson had a small garage and in 1944, sold it to 
Pete O'Dell. It was empty then until 1946, when Norman 
Green took over. He built another garage on the east 
corner of the crossroads, and worked there until 1948, 
when he sold the building to Jack Clark. In 1952, Steve 
Antonious bought the garage and operated it for three 
years, also serving as Oliver agent. In 1955, Ewart 
Southam rented the building and employed Dick Reimer 
to look after his machinery and to serve the public. In 
1956, the building was rented to Alphonse Boulet, who 
worked as a mechanic there until 1962, when he accepted 
a job with R.N. Ramage in Baldur. The garage was 
vacant until 1968, when Clarence McLaren purchased it 
for private use. 

POOLROOM 

In 1937, Bert Brown built a pool room on lot two, 
block two, and had two pool tables and sold con
fectioneries, as well as being agent for bulk fuel for 
Anglo (1938) and repairing guns. Due to ill health, Bert 
closed his shop in 1946, and in 1952, Lloyd Nelson 
bought the building and moved it to his farm. 
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HARDWARE AND LUMBER 

Mr. G. Fraser operated the first lumberyard in Glenora 
around 1905. 

In 1937, Ab Macklin purchased a small building from 
Alf Leslie and moved it onto lot one, block two, (nor
thwest corner of intersection) and started a filling station. 
He repaired tires, cut hair, sold International Harvester 
parts, and gradually expanded into a thriving hardware. 
He built a new store in 1958, and in 1960, he sold to M. 
Van Damme and it became known as the Glenora 
Hardware. It was operated by Jim and Mildred Kynoch 
until 1981 , when it was sold to Bob and Faye Lundgren. 

Bulk fuel was first sold in Glenora by A.M. Lindsay in 
1918-19. In 1929, Charlie Lumbers sold for Co-op and in 
1938-44, Bert Brown sold for Anglo. Stephen (Tope) 
O'Dell took over from Bert and in 1949, took over 
Imperial Fuel from George Wilson. 

LIVESTOCK BUSINESS 

Livestock dealers Wm. Coldron from Glenora and 
Bramwell from Neelin purchased cattle from Glenora, 
Greenway and Neelin areas at so much a pound com
mission, and shipped them via rail for slaughter. Mr. 
Coldron enlisted in 1917, but continued to buy cattle 
after the war. Mr. French also bought cattle for a short 
time and in 1921-29, Harry Strang was the buyer. Joe 
Webber from Greenway, ~s well as Baird from Pilot 
Mound bought during the 1930's and 1940's. By this 
time, local transfers had started to take some of the 
business. Mr. and Mrs. William Coldron also operated a 
beef ring for 25 years until 1943, when they retired to 
Winnipeg. They used to butcher cattle at two in the 
morning to have the meat ready for people to pick up by 
five or five-thirty. 

OTHER BUSINESSES 

The only shoe repair and harness mending shop was 
operated by Philo O'Dell from 1938-42. 

Stuart Hicks was the only station agent from 1929-32. 

GLENORA ELEVATOR 

In January, 1913, a meeting was held in Glenora, 
resulting in the organization of a Grain Growers' 
Association. The following officers were elected: 
President - G.E. Simpson; Vice-president - Alex Brown; 
and Secretary-treasurer - W.F. Turner. 

Glenora Pool Elevator started in the crop year 1926-27. 
The first meeting was held on June 8, 1927. The first 
board members were: J .E. Brinkworth (vice-president); 
J .M. Cruikshanks (secretary); Bruce Fraser (president); 
N. Galloway; P.T. Cuthbert; Frank Nelson; and S. 
Wardell. There were 15 shareholders the first year. The 
first agent was Mr. Waters. The elevator was built in 
1927, and had a capacity of 32,000 bushels and an 
Emerson Cleaner. Mr. Wm. Macklin hauled the first load 
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of grain to the new elevator in September, 1927. An 
annex was built in 1952, and the capacity of the elevator 
was increased to 45,000 bushels. 

The elevator agents were: 

1927-28 W.P. Waters 
1929-48 C. C. Douglas 
1949-52 F.W. Mcintosh 
1953-56 D.P. Miller 
1957-62 R.N. Denbow 
1962-73 W. B. Gordon 
1973-76 Dennis Magwood 

Clare Lebreau was the last agent in the elevator when it 
closed in 1978. The elevator was sold to M. Desrochers 
and it burned down in 1980. 

GL.€:rivRA 

{!.Q.,~!llli:!St':!Rt'~lli !ihl~':!)·11QU$ ~\fi~.(l.~tJi\:m.!!~! J.!W.rnl~!!J 
_ C>EUTIFIOATB O}<"" INI>JilJlTJoJJ)NHSS 

(:')t;,(~ i~ I,.' t;,,'Ii!lJ 1;,,,/ 'liM M~CI<LI N , _._ 

.';:~ ~:'~7/h:,~ ;J~"~::;;'; '~'~/'fJ} 1~~8f'IU:~t' :~::;':'~~'::~/~'I;,':;,:,::l.r:'~:-~: i,:r;:;/,f:;';;::f::. 

.;/;,,1//, F"II//,,/ tI '0"'1""J(llf""'''1~ff''il /'//'"', '-If ,;.., (1/",/0"",,"/""11 ""Nfll~ (/o'I'''I#'' 
'r'UO"hf~/flI1,::r' ,(/.-:\' . 

';"'I,It' 'i~;::~.:1 ;;;:),:::' ::; r;: {:0~;~~'~'17;~:;'~/.ir ~;:Z/~;{~::/;~;~;IJ{,~! ~;!;~t;;';~;%';/:"0;:::!1:7:'~' 
ijf;-g~;),J,g~:::;1;~:;£;~:i;:::;;f~~i£I£:f:'~2;:;£::;;:~:;/~!;~2;:i~?~7:~jy;, 

,,'III )\il\lt;t~ )\J:H'U( I/,; ",_;" ".;',./I"td ~/'1(-~ .'/;.;,,.,itll(,, la,; If,,, /,u",,,I'I' "///,,,1. 
,!t/~'1 ,,1(,-.; ;.,/ /,(/(" !--'I/I/;,//hr/-,1/''''',//,rr,,, {II I/'~III';,,';/ 

A share in the original Glenora Pool Elevator, 1928. 

The steam threshing outfit owned by Philo Odell. 

FARMING 

Farming is and always has been a very important part 
of Glenora. Some of the first crops grown were Red Fyfe 
wheat, Banner oats, and O.A.C. barley. Grain was 



hauled to Emerson in the early years of the community. 
Several breeds of livestock were brought into the 

district by the early homesteaders. The first purebred 
herd were shorthorns, owned by Richard Milner Wilson. 

Threshing in the early days was done by horsepower. 
Robt. and George McKnight did much of the early 
threshing, until steam power arrived in the 1880's. John 
Montague and Jas. McClellan owned two of the first 
steam threshing outfits. The Lawrence brothers bought 
the first binder in the district. 

Philo O'Dell purchased a Waterloo outfit in 1905, and 
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in 1911, bought a 30 H.P. engine and 40-62 separator. 
This was one of the largest outfits in the district" and did 
a large amount of threshing for many years. Shown 
on left are the bill of sale, receipt for the trade in, and the 
bill of lading for the 1911 outfit. 

THE GLENORA RIFLE CLUB 

The Glenora Rifle Club was in operation for a few years 
prior to WW I. The club was organized in 1909, with the 
following officers being elected; Captain - Reg Fraser; 
First Lieutenant - C. Cuthbert; Second Lieutenant -
Gilbert Gunderson; and Secretary-treasurer - A.M. 
Lindsay . 

The rifle range was located on NW 33-3-13. Soon after 
the war started in 1914, the club closed down, due to the 
guns and ammunition being needed for army training and 
war use. 

Old army Ross 303 rifles were used, with shooting held 
on Saturday afternoons during June and July. Each 
member was given a gun and each Saturday afternoon, 
was issued 60 rounds of ammunition. The shooting was 
done at two, four, five and six hundred yard distances. 
Each member had to take his turn at working the targets, 
and signaling in the pit. 

There was quite a bit of excitement the last year. They 
installed a telephone at the range, enabling the men in the 
pit to talk to the shooter, to tell them how to adjust their 
sights. One other exciting time was when Jack Brink
worth and his boy George, came to the range in his 
McLaughlin car, the only one in the district. 

At the time the club stopped, Bruce Fraser was 
Captain, and Charlie Cuthbert was Lieutenant. Charlie 
joined the army and was a sniper in France. Other 
members were: Donald Fraser; Oliver Sole Sr.; Oliver 
Sole Jr.; Albert Sole; Joe Clark; Jack Clark; Alf Mar
shall; Bill Coldron; Frank Cuthbert; Syd Cuthbert; B. 
Heaver; and Dick Dearsley. 

THE GLENORA COMMUNITY BOOSTER CLUB 

The Glenora Community Booster Club was formed in 
1965. Its aim was to participate in any projects or events 
that would be beneficial to the community. Monthly 
meetings are held at the homes of the members. As well 
as making donations to various projects such as hospital, 
school, rink and hall, they remember the sick with cards, 
serve lunch for funerals, put on bridal showers and give 
scholarship awards at the school each June. Their main 
event each December is their senior citizen's dinner. 

The Boosters repaired the walls of the skating rink and 
helped to finance the hydro, lighting, and flooding, until 
the rink committee took over. With the help of some of 
the men, the Christmas lighting in town was replaced. 

Their main source of income has been from serving 
weddings and lunches at auction sales, raffling quilts and 
from donations. 

The members of this club are grateful to the people of 
the community for lending a helping hand whenever they 
are asked to, for without their help, the Boosters could 
not continue to operate. 
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4-H IN GLENORA 

In 1947, a Boys and Girls Club was started in Glenora 
and was active for several years. Then in 1960, two 4-H 
clubs were organized. These were: Glenora Willing 
Workers Home Economics with Doris Kynock and Gwen 
McLean as leaders, and Glenora Garden Club with two 
leaders Marcel DeMartelaere and Maurice Sierens. The 
Garden Club operated until 1966, while the Home 
Economics Club is still very active. 

All Home Economics projects have been taken, as well 
as snowmobiling, woodworking, and mechanics. 

Leaders are the backbone of the club, and certificates 
have been received by several leaders for five years of 
service. These leaders are: Beatrice Major, Elizabeth 
Ballantine, Faye Lundgren, Angelle Lebeau, Bob Avery, 
and John Sutton; ten years of service are: Anne 
Crayston, Evelyn Odell, Gwen Sutton, and Clara Major; 
fifteen years of service is: Doris Kynock. 

Beth Major completed 10 years as a member. Marla 
Wickens and Cindy Kynock each had nine years. Glenda 
Lebeau was a gold watch winner and several members 
were trip winners. 

Besides their project and meetings the members take 
part in all extra activities, from public speaking to 
hosting, also attending rallies where they have been 
champion and reserve for parades and displays. Several 
members have been queen or king of competitions. 

The club erected "Welcome" signs at the east aN.d west 
entrance to Glenora. 

RECREATION 

Glenora had a very active baseball team for many 
years. In 1919, the Glenora team took first prize at 

Glenora Baseball team in 1906. Back Row: L. Ross, short-stop; C. 
Lawrence, left field; H. Davidson, centre field; and R. Fraser, right 
field. Middle Row: L. Odell, third base; W. Gray, president; W. 
Fowler, second base; P. Odell, first base. Front Row: S. Odell, pitcher 
and catcher; T. Tisdale, catcher.' 
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Avery's ball tournament and won $225.00. 
Glenora always had a hockey team and skating was a 

very popular pastime for all. The carnival was a big social 
event in the town. At a meeting in Glenora in November, 
1908, the young men of the district decided to erect a 
skating rink for the winter. Poplar poles and straw were 
to be largely used in the construction. There was also a 
waiting room to be built. Today there is an open air 
skating rink in Glenora, which was opened in 1958-59. 

The present curling rink in Glenora was built in 1949, 
and curling is still a very popular sport in Glenora. 

The hall in Glenora was built in the early thirties, and 
was used for most social events in the district. A kitchen 
and washrooms were added to the west side of the hall 
and in 1969, an addition was added to the east side. 

GLENORA TO DATE 

Hydro was brought into Glenora in 1946, and the 
hydro lines were completed in 1949. Colored street lights 
were put up in Glenora in 1961. Today the hall, which 
still remains the centre of all the local social events, is 
used for socials and bingos. The curling rink is used every 
winter. A mixed bonspiel and a ladies' bonspiel is held 
annually, and local regular curling is very popular. The 
two-room school house is still in operation with Mrs. 
Grace (Greg) Crayston teaching Room I, grades I to IV, 
and Barry Moore teaching Room II, gradp.s V to VIII. 
Kindergarten is still held every spring in the school. 

Following are some quotes taken from the Baldur 
Gazette. 

June 25, 1903 - "The district is elated at the prospect of 
a station as near as the Glenora district. There seems to 
be some difference of opinion as to where the site should 
be and petitions are in line. " 

September, 1907 - "The Epworth League turned their 
social evening of last week into a camp fire outing in 
Ross' Grove, Sylvan Lake, where a very enjoyable time 
was spent, judging from how the young folks were so 
loathe to leave. " 

March, 1909 - "The Royal Templars at Glenora 
received their charter and it was presented at a meeting 
last Thursday." 

November, 1909 - "The Glenora Literary Society 
organized some time ago, and meets for the first time on 
Friday. Officers are: President - S.M. O'Dell; Vice
president - H. Grice; and Secretary-treasurer - A.M. 
Lindsay." 

May 5, 1910 - "Glenora - The school meeting came off 
as announced. A large turn out was on hand to vote on 
the building of a new school. After the compliments of 
the season were exchanged and a chairman and secretary 
selected, business commenced. A few bouquets were 
thrown around the room, some personal remarks were 
indulged in, and finally a vote was taken and carried, that 



they build a new school, 26 x 36, on the plan of the Alma 
School, the two acres having been secured from Mr. 
Landerkin. This should silence the kickers for all time." 

Feb. 25, 1915 - "The Patriotic dance held in the 
Glenora Restaurant last Friday was claimed by all who 
attended to be a decided success. About 8:30 the young 
men began to arrive, loaded down with ladies, who in 
return were loaded with all kinds of fancy baking. The 
music was furnished freely by Messrs. Cavers, Sole Bros., 
Galloway, Simpson and O'Dell. A collection was taken 
up at midnight in aid of the Red Cross fund, and a total 
of $7.00 was subscribed." 

Jan. 22, 1931 - "Glenora Gleanings - Last Friday 
evening the wild Marringhurst hockey team played 
Glenora, here, and after a general mix-up, Glenora won 
by a 4 to 3 score. Claude Crayston played with 
Marringhurst, one of theirs being absent. He chased the 
puck all over the ice, when not on the fence, which was 
not often. He thought when playing with locals, that all 
rules should be suspended. Referee Brown tried to 
control the game and one of the players told him to go to 
China. He said he had no time to make the trip tonight. 
Glenora would have made more if Claude had not been in 
the way. Douglas tried to keep his men in place and play 
combination. Claude said he left his combinations home 
on the line to dry. It was certainly an exciting game, with 
plenty of noise. Jack Sutton stood on one foot, landed on 
the puck, and put his skate out of commission. Hicks 
took the puck to the net a number of times, but Claude 
was always stuck in the way. The Cooper Bros. for the 
visitors, were very busy throughout." 

Glenora Juniors baseball team in 1910. George Lawrence, Felix Turner, 
Aylmer Galloway, Clarence Ross, Dave Ballantine, Ira Odell, G.R. 
McKenzie, Stanley Galloway, Philo Odell and Arthur Ralston injront. 

THE HOMESTEADER 

The settlers hurried west in spring 
With wagon, team and plow; 

Bags of seeds, and household needs; 
Some even brought a cow. 

They came from far across the sea 
In hopes of getting land, 

With not much more than dreams and pride 
To carry in their hand. 

They crossed the swollen river; 
Made camp where trees grew tall. 

Echoes came from afar off hill 
Of a coyote's lonely call. 

A shanty of poles and sod was built 
On the land that they were granted. 

In a garden and a new-plowedfield 
Their precious seeds were planted. 

Some trees in the yard came out in bloom, 
Prairieflowers had colours so bright. 

The ponds were alive with wild birds; 
Deer drank at the slough at night. 

Near by were their neighbours 
Some called and stayedfor tea. 

In the fall they gathered together 
To have a log building bee. 

Clearing the land and cutting logs 
Faced cold and dangers bold 

It was a mighty struggle 
By the stories they have told. 

To these our hardy pioneers 
We will ever be in debt. 

Our thanks in many ways we try 
To show we don't forget. 

Let's mark the hilltop look out 
Keep their memory with us still. 

The rutted road the river ford 
Build a cairn by the mill. 

Save waterwaysfor wild birds 
And game pastures where you will, 

But don't forget, some open space 
For the coyote on the hill! Nell Macklin 
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THE PATH OF THE PIONEERS 

Passing along the highway, 
Through fields of waving grain; 
Imagine how thefarmers 
First found this fertile plain; 
No bridge across the river, 
No graded road appears; 
But a path way, leading westward, 
The path of the pioneers. 

A dip twixt ditch andfurrow, 
Twin rutsfromfence to road, 
Are now the sole reminders, 
Where early settlers strode; 
And what will show in future, 
Through long, forgetful years, 
To mark through past and present, 
The path of the pioneers. 

Brave were the men who made it, 
Hope in each heart was strong; 
What through the day was dreary; 
What through the journey long; 
Urging the weary oxen; 
Calming a loved-one'sfears, 
These were the men who fashioned 
The path of the pioneers. 

You who have trod that pathway, 
Think of your comrades true, 
Do, for your old companions, 
What they would have done for you! 
Each in your chosen township, 
Pay then their just arrears, 
Place on a deathless record 
The path of the pioneers. 

Glenora - 1949 

Mark where it turned each corner, 
Mark where it climbed the crest, 
Picture the grass-grown pathway, 
The boldest feet have pressed, 
Then to a grateful people, 
The dim horizon clears 
And plain are the nation's footprints, 
The path of the pioneers. 

Those who had shared your hardships 
Have spread 0 'er regions wide, 
While you have seen with sorrow 
Cross over the great divide; 
And sad was the thought that held you 
While standing by their biers, 
"No more to follow together 
The path of the pioneers." 

No more on the distant hillside, 
Will their snow-white tents be seen, 
No more, will the prairie schooner 
Creep up through the long ravine, 
But soon will a lonely pilgrim 
Start out, in a mist of tears, 
To tread, for the last day's journey, 
The path of the pioneers. 

by Alex Brown 
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Greenway School built in 1898. 
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HISTORY OF GREENWAY 

The land where Greenway stands was homesteaded by 
John Sandleus Robertson, who received a grant for this 
property on March 3, 1882. 

On Sept. 6, 1889, John sold it to Josiah Marshall 
Graham who five years later in 1894, turned over the title 
to the Manitoba Land Improvement Company who had 
the land subdivided, the acreage divided into lots which 
made up the village of Greenway. 

The village of Greenway was named after the Hon. 
Thomas Greenway, who was premier of Manitoba at that 
time. It was founded in 1889, upon the coming of the 
railway. The right-of-way was surveyed in 1888, the road 
built by the Northern Pacific Railway Company from 
Morris to Brandon in 1889, with the first trains operating 
in 1890. The location of Greenway was decided upon by 
the directors of the Railway Company due to the fact that 
the grade to the east was so long that the heavy trains had 
to be brought up in two sections, placing one on the 

. siding and going back for the remaining section, as the 
locomotives of that day were not as powerful as those in 
later years. This railway still serves the area for hauling 
grain but the last passenger train went through in June, 
1959. 

Last passenger train coming into Greenway station in 1959. 

The station, section house, water tank, powered by a 
windmill and elevator run by horsepower, built by Martin 
and Mitchell and operated by Thos. Irwin for several 
years, were constructed immediately. Martin and Mit
chell operated a large farm at Lowe Farm and sold their 
elevator to the Northern Elevator Co., later the United 
Grain Growers. A second elevator was built by the 
Dominion Elevator Company in 1898, the first operator 
being Thomas L. Lawrence. The only other operators 
before the elevator was moved to another location were 
Charlie Smith and Wm. B. Cornock. The section closed 
in May, 1960, and the tank was torn down that year too. 
The U.G.G. elevator closed in July of 1971. The last 
operator was Charlie Destoop. 

The first station agent was Frank Eby, and the first 
section foreman was Mr. O'Brian. The last station agent 
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was Elgin Cramer. The first store was built and opened 
early in 1890, by C.H. Charboneau, who brought his 
supplies by team from Cypress River, some 14 miles to 
the north. This store and contents were destroyed by fire, 
but another one was erected and sold to James Flett in 
1893. It was later taken over by Percy F. Curtis, who 
discontinued the store in Greenway and moved the 
building to Baldur. (It was Mr. Curtis who strung wire on 
the telegraph poles to provide the first private telephone 
as a convenience while operating stores in both Greenway 
and Baldur.) 

As this move left Greenway without a store, Wm. B. 
Cornock opened a small one in the building which had 
been the Flett residence. This was later taken over by 
Peter A. McBean who later also acquired the post office 
from Wm. B. Cornock. From his hands, it passed into 
those of A.W. Craik, who later on also had a lumber and 
coal business. His father, Wm. Craik, took over the 
operation of the store in a new building erected in 1909, 
which was run by his son, Ira Craik, until the contents 
were sold by auction in July, 1975. 

Exterior oj Craik's store as it was in 1909. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Craik and on the balcony, Mary and 
Lillie Craik. 

Interior oj Craik's store, which was built in 1909. Mary Sr. and Wm. by 
the scale, daughters Lillie and Mary with grandson Willie McLellan. 



Ira Craik in the Craik store which he operatedjrom 1925 until 1975. 

In 1903, the railway constructed a branch line from 
Greenway to Deloraine, known as the "Wakopa Line" 
now abandoned. In 1908, telephone service first came to 
Greenway and surrounding district. Hydro came in 1945. 

In 1910, the station and freight shed, with all contents 
were completely demolished by a fire set by a train 
locomotive igniting the platform. The Standbridge family 
was eating supper when they saw the flames shoot by the 
window. The section house with accommodation for 14 
men had been burned down several years earlier. A new 
station and section house were built immediately, both of 
which were torn down in 1960. The original water tank 
was burned down and a second one erected and then 
replaced by a third one, which was powered by a gasoline 
motor. 

Up until the later years, Greenway was a thriving 
village, and in addition to the businesses already men
tioned, the first blacksmith shop was run by Harry 
Manning, which was taken over and for a number of 
years operated by Arthur Desrochers. 

George Harbottle had a Massey Harris Implement 
Agency in connection with his grocery store, which he 
opened in 1911, and discontinued in 1919. Wm. Tisdale 
had the International Implement Agency from 1910 to 
1913, when he sold out to Wm. G. Kilgour who built in 
1914, an implement shed, containing also a poolroom, 
which he sold to George Stephen in 1915. Later on, the 
International Implement Agency was acquired by Arthur 
Desrochers, who ran it for several years. 

GREENWAY SCHOOL 

The first ratepayer's meeting of Greenway district 
formed the following school board on July 14, 1898. 

The Chairman was Samuel Wilson, the Secretary, 
W.B. Cornock, with A. Dingwall and Spencer Percival in 
attendance. 

In August of the same year it was moved by S. Wilson, 
seconded by B.C. Martin, that the trustees be authorized 
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to borrow $700.00 by an issue of debentures, for the 
purpose of building and furnishing a schoolhouse and its 
appendages and also for purchasing a school site. 

It was moved by S. Wilson, seconded by S. Percival 
that they accept the offer of Mr. Oldfield for an acre of 
land on Block 4 for the sum of $25.00. 

The Department of Education on the 18th day of 
August, 1898, did assent to such a loan. 

Then debentures for $70.00 each, were signed at the 
rate of 6070 per annum. 

In 1900, it was decided that a 50(1: charge be made for 
renting the school for Temperance, Grain Growers and 
Beef Ring meetings, but $2.00 was the rent to be charged 
for dances and $5.00 for political meetings. 

In a motion by Mr. Sampson and P. McBean in 1904, 
the ratepayers considered the advisability of building a 
stable for school purposes. 

In 1905, 12 cords of wood were bought from Mr. 
Eakins for $2.00 a cord. 

The school stable burned in 1906, taking the lives of 
Ramage's and Smeaton's school ponies. A new stable 
was erected the same fall. 

In 1910, the trustees could not come to an agreement 
regarding the use of school for dancing, so a motion 
stopped dancing in the schoolhouse altogether. It was to 
be used only for religious and educational purposes. 

With a new hall in Greenway in 1921, there was a 
choice place for school concerts. It was here that school 
was held for three months while the school building was 
renovated in 1923. A basement was dug and a new coal 
and wood furnace installed and the windows all placed on 
the east side. 

Greenway School, taken in 1924. 

From before 1920 to 1933, Mr. Wm. Houston was 
school custodian and from 1933, until the school closed, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eli Desrochers were able caretakers. 

A third shed was erected by J. Truelove in 1928. 
With enrolments of 40 pupils and eight grades, In

spector Lockhart recommended that two rooms be 
taught. Again the community hall was used as a 
classroom for Grades I, II, III, in 1958. 

An old house in Greenway served as the second 
classroom for primary grades in 1958-1959 and 1959-
1960. 

In January, 1960, Greenway School consolidated with 
Baldur School and the students were bussed to Baldur 
from September, 1960, to the present time. 
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TEACHERS AT GREENWAY SCHOOL 

NAME YEAR SALARY 
Miss Buck 
Miss Ritchie 
Mrs. Marion Taylor 
Miss Hannah Clark 1904-1905 $ 480 
Mr. Jack Clark 1906 540 
Miss Abbie Clayton 1907 550 
Miss Stella Cornock 1909 550-600 
Miss Pearl Dalzell 1909-1910 600 
Miss B.L. Dowkes 1910-1910 600 
Mr. H.1. Grant 1911-1912 650 
Miss Myrtle Sinclair 1912-1913 650 
Miss Myrtle McNiven 1913-1914 
Miss Myrtle Sinclair 1914-1917 
Miss Frances Parsonage 1917-1918 
Miss Myrtle Sinclair 1918-1919 800 
Miss Chrissie McLennan 1919-1920 
Miss Edna Campain 1920 
Miss Irene Wray 1920 
Miss Blanche Edwards 1921 
Miss Katie Frazer 1921-1921 
Miss Mary A. Craik 1922-1922 1,000 
Miss Annie J. Mowat 1922-1923 950 
Miss Flora Margetson 1923-1923 
Miss Dorothy Dearsley 1924-1925 
Mr. Wm. Hume 1925-1928 900 
Miss Gwen McGinnis 1928-1930 850 
Miss Gladys Mcintyre 1930-1931 900 
Miss Violet Dale 1931-1933 700 
Miss Lily Craik 1933-1934 
Mr. James G. Dark 1934-1936 600 
Mr. Irvine Somerville 1936-1937 550 
Miss Priscilla Short 1937-1938 550 
Miss Grace Fulcher 1938-1939 234 
Miss Alice Blocker 1939 58.80 
Miss Ethel Miller 1939 34.50 
Miss Verna Lundy 1939-1940 600-675 
Mrs. Mervin Young 1941 
Miss V.M. Dougherty 1941 
Miss Jean McPhail 1941-1942 650 
Miss Nora Orchard 1942-1943 800 
Miss Phyllis Zwaritch 1943-1944 910 
Miss Leta McLennan 1944-1945 850 
Miss Jane Sutherland 1945-1946 825 
Mrs. Eleanor Conibear 1946-1947 1,200 
Mrs. K. Cairns 1947-1949 1,300 
Miss Leta McLennan 1949-1950 
Miss Doreen Lundy 1950-1951 1,100 
Miss Grace Freedy 1951-1952 2,000 
Mrs. Evelyn Jones 1952-1953 2,000 
Miss Esther Reimer 1953-1954 1,600 
Mrs. Erna Peters 1954-1955 2,200 
Mr. Art Hill 1955-1956 2,400 
Miss Kathy Tornerup 1956-1957 2,700 
Mr. Dan Sawatsky 1957-1958 2,800 
Mrs. Doris Stone 1958-1959 3,000 
Miss Marguerite Laidler 1958-1959 3,000 
Mrs. Lorette Devos 1959-1959 
Mrs. Doris Stone 1959-1960 3,000 
Mrs. Rene Scott 1959-1960 3,200 
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HISTORY OF GREENWAY UNITED CHURCH 

In 1913, a Presbyterian Church was built in the village. 
No doubt one of the primary reasons for establishing this 
church stems from the common knowledge that from the 
early 1880's, the religious life of the community centered 
in the Presbyterian tradition. From 1881-1899, 
Presbyterian services were held first in the farm home of 
Mrs. John Craig Sr., then in the first Excelsior School 
and later in the second Excelsior School at the new 
location of SE 21-4-13. 

In 1901, services were held in the new Greenway 
School. The charge consisted of Greenway, Excelsior and 
Dry River. The charge eventually became Baldur, 
.Greenway and Dry River and worshipped in the 
Greenway School until the Greenway Presbyterian 
Church was built. 

The basement was dug in the fall of 1913, by the hard 
labour method of manpower using horses and slush 
scrapers. 

In 1914, the church was completed under the direction 
of Mr. Chester Paul and Mr. Frank Yeo, both from 
Cypress River, in conjunction with volunteer help from 
the Greenway community. 

This card was circulated to advertise the opening 
supper which was held in the basement while the en
tertainment followed in the auditorium of the church. 

GREENWAY CHURCH OPENING 
Monday, November 16th, 1914 

Supper 5-8 p.m. Concert at 8 
Admission 

Adults 50G: Children under 14, 25G: 

So, on Monday, Nov. 16, 1914, the opening of the new 
church signified for the Greenway community the 
realization of their hopes and planning that stemmed 
from the worship services started in the 1880's. 

A wood and coal furnace heated the church, with Mr. 
Wm. Houston being fireman and custodian for many 
years. An oil furnace later made a more convenient heat. 
Hissing gas lamps were also replaced by electric ones in 
later years. 

Greenway United Church. 



FIRST ANNIVERSARY 

GREENWAY CHURCH 

Wednesday, November 24th. 1915 

Suupe!' 5 to S l>. m. Concert nt 8 

-A D MIS S I 0 N-
Adults 50c. Children under 14, 25c. 

In 1925, the Greenway Presbyterian Church joined the 
union and from then became officially known as the 
Greenway United Church. Since that time the records are 
more complete with the exception of the times when there 
was no resident minister. The charge eventually consisted 
of Baldur, Greenway and Glenora. 

One item of interest from an old minute book gives the 
reminder that the financial obligation of the congregation 
amounted to $9.00 a week, which averaged out at 35¢ per 
family per week. 

Some of the faithful organists who played the pedal 
organ were Mary Young, Rosie Preston, Mary Craik, 
Mrs. Ira Craik, Doreen Jones, Myrtle Sinclair and Mrs. 
Mervin Young. 

The first wedding performed in the Greenway Church 
was that of Mildred Cornock and Dan McLennan who 
were joined in holy matrimony on Oct. 13, 1923. 

Ministers who served at the Greenway Presbyterian 
Church; 1880's-I925: Reverends Cairns, Farquharson, 
Ashcroft, Hunter, A. McLean, P. McLeod, David 
Spears. After union, Greenway became part of Baldur 
charge. 

Through its ministers, officers, organists, choirs, 
Sunday School teachers, and dedicated servants there has 
always been a continuing witness to faith in Christ. 

When farms grew larger, the town of Greenway was 
phased out and the Greenway United Church was sold to 
the Baptist Congregation and moved to Baldur in 
November, 1974, after celebrating the 60th anniversary. 

"Christianity is not a new leaf; it is a new life." 

The largest Church Vacation School held at Greenway United Church 
during the early 50's. Back Row: Elda Young, Rosie Preston, Doris 
Stone, Catherine Fuglsang, Margaret Preston, Elaine Breault, ?, Rev. 
E.P. Johnston. Second Row: Glen Mowat, Billie Orr, Ross Forbes, 
Yvonne Conibear, Irene Cairns, Marion McGill, Lilian McGill. Third 
Row: David Mowat, Dewain Breault, Barry Fuglsang, Barry McGill, 
Gail Breault, Sandra McLennan. Front Row: Marilyn Arnold, Sheila 
Cairns, Beth Fuglsang, Lynda Young, Iva Lynn Conibear, Dianne 
Cornock, Judy Arnold, Barbara Wylie, Rhyll Jenkins. 

THE GREENWAY U.C.W. 1920-1974 

The Ladies' Aid was organized in 1920, having Mrs. 
George Stephen as president for the first nine years. Mrs. 
Alex Craik was the first secretary-treasurer. 

The Greenway group was similar to other groups of 
that time, working in the interest of the Church and 
community. 

A few facts and figures taken from the record books of 
the 1920's and early 1930's regarding prices of food sold 
during their hard years follows: Lunch 1O¢ included two 
sandwiches and two pieces of cake, beverage was in
cluded. A hot fowl supper was 35¢. Some wanted the 
price raised to 50¢ but that was voted down. In 
December, 1933, after bills were paid, donations to all 
worthy causes, including the Church board, there was 
$26.80 in the bank. 

The Greenway U.C. W. in 1946. Back Row: Mrs. Jim Stephen, Hannah 
Preston, Ruth Mowat, Tena Truelove, Edna Young, Jennie Strang, 
Doris Stone, Jessie Craik, Viola Webber, Millie McLennan, Maggie 
Forbes. Middle Row: Gladys Craik, Mrs. Charette, Alice Coni bear, 
Mary Forbes, Edith Ramage, Jen Gerolamy, Frances Conibear. Front 
Row: Margaret Preston, Iva Lynn Conibear, Yvonne Conibear, Ross 
Forbes, Roger Clark, Winnie Conibear. 

Of the 19 members in the 1964 group, four were 
members in the 1920's. 

The name Ladies' Aid was changed to Women's 
Auxiliary in 1951, and to United Church Women in 1961. 

The activities during the years were fowl suppers, ice 
cream socials, broomball and skating parties, box socials, 
meals for Greenway Agricultural Fair, lunches at auction 
sales and catering. Many donations were made to 
charitable organizations. Boxes were sent overseas during 
the war. Two editions of cook books were printed and 
sold. 

The last meeting was held Aug. 28, 1974. The church 
building had been sold to the Evangel Baptists and was 
moved into Baldur. The last service in Greenway was held 
on Nov. 3,1974, with Mr. J.C. Walker as minister. 

After the closing of the church that very important and 
vital group of the church of the Greenway community, 
known as the Greenway U.c. W. closed its books and 
ceased activities. Mrs. O. Breault was the last president. 
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THE C.N .R. AGENTS IN GREENWAY 

As Greenway was a railway town the agents and 
section men who worked in the station and on the track 
are worthy of mention. 
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AGENTS 
James Flack 
Mr. Whiteside 
Mr. Clarksin 
Mr. Brunsdin 
Charles Cranston 
Roy Phelps 
Philip Arnaud 
Earl Helgason 
Robert Tully 
Wm. Gillespie 
Robert Coutts 
Ron Denker 
Les Widdifield 
Elgin Cramer 

SECTION CREWS 
Robert Bradley 
Dan Roy 
Joseph Smith (foreman) 
Frank Smith 
Geo. Standbridge (foreman) 
Alfred Marshall 
Geo. Stoner (foreman) 
James Wright 
Eli Desrochers 
Randy Fuglsang (foreman) 
Tom Vickers 
Wm. Vickers 
Fred Jordan 

Roy Phelps, R.R. agent at Greenway in 1912. 

GREENW A Y POST OFFICE 

The first post office in Greenway was in a log house 
situated west of Greenway fair ground. It was operated 
by George Mills Johnson. Then W.B. Cornock was 
postmaster when he took over the farm and house from 
Mr. Johnson in 1895. 

In 1903, the post office was moved into the village of 
Greenway and Mr. Peter A. McBean was postmaster. 
Alex Craik was postmaster in the Greenway store and for 
a short time Jas. McLellan operated the post office from 
his home. Wm. Anderson became postmaster· during 
WW I and Mrs. Thos. Vickers worked with Wm. An
derson and became postmistress; a position she held until 
1945. 

In 1945, Rendall and Vera Hedley built a post office 
onto their home to house the mail boxes. This is where 
the Greenway residents went for mail until Charlie and 
Lucy Destoop took over as postal officers in 1961. 

Charlie and Lucy's move to Rosebank elevator 
coincided with the elevator and post office being closed 
out of Greenway about 1973. 

GREENWAY ELEV ATOR OPERATORS 

Greenway agents remembered are: Thomas L. 
Lawrence for Northern Elevator Co.; Wm. B. Cornock 
and Charlie Smith for Dominion Elevator Co.; Andrew 
Vickers, Mason Hedley, Rendal Hedley and Charlie 
Destoop for United Grain Growers. 

THE STOCKYARDS OF GREENWAY 

The history of Greenway would not be complete 
without mentioning the stockyards. They were north of 
the tracks and had cattle, horses and pigs corralled there 
at least one day each week for several years. 

Buyers were namely: Bill Bray, Baldur; Joe Webber 
Sr.; Elwood Baird, Pilot Mound; Carson Bros., Cypress 
River and Harry Strang. They would scout the country to 
buy cattle which were brought to the stockyards early on 
Tuesday mornings. The Wakopa, with some cattle cars 
loaded in Neelin and Glenora, would meet a freight train 
in Greenway where the stock there was taken aboard and 
headed for Winnipeg packing companies. The cheques 
for these animals would be out to the farmers in Friday's 
mail. 

George Playfair ordered a carload of broncos which 
were unloaded in Greenway stockyards. What ex
citement for horse lovers and boys who watched these 
untamed horses herded to George Playfairs, where they 
were broken to lead and drive by George and Duffer 
Gerolamy! 

Duffer and Mr. Leifman had bush horses shipped to 
Greenway stockyards in the spring where local farmers 
would pasture and work them for the summer. 



Greenway Hockey Team, 1931. Back Row: Bill Mowat, Merv Young, 
Tom Mowat, Harry Stephen, Dick Graham, Hersel Lockerby. Front 
Row: Howard Burr, Bob Desrochers. 

GREENWAY RINK 

One sheet of curling ice and an open-air skating area 
was erected in 1927. In early days the ladies curled on 
Saturday afternoons (in skirts) while the young ones 
skated. A waiting room with a tin heater served both 
areas. A gas engine housed in a small shed "usually" ran 
to generate power for lighting the sporting areas. Mixed 
rinks were the order of the day and many bonspiels were 
enjoyed by the curling enthusiasts. Hockey games were 
played weekly during winter weather. 

Hydro replaced the gas generator in the late 1940's and 
the engine house was replaced by Billie Vicker's home 
which was moved to the south of the rink waiting room. 
Here lunches were served to curlers and meals prepared 
for the Greenway Fair Day -stew for noon and salads for 
supper. 

. In 1977, the rink was torn down and the lumber used to 
build a livestock shelter for Greenway Agricultural 
Society in Baldur. Wm. Vicker's house was moved to 
Donald Conibear's farm where Winnie made use of the 
building as a greenhouse. 

Angie Conibear, D.J. Craik, Sandy McLennan and Stan Charette in 
Greenway Rink. 

Greenway Curlers: Catherine Fuglsang, Alice Conibear, 
Mildred McGill, Doris Stone, winners of the Baldur 
Bonspiel. 

GREENWAY COMMUNITY HALL 

Greenway Hall, first known as the U.F.M. Hall, 
meaning United Farmers of Manitoba, unique in design, 
was built in 1921, with J .S. Conibear being instrumental 
as planner and carpenter. 

The few town residents and surrounding farmers 
donated a minimum of $10.00 toward the cost of a two
storey structure built by volunteer help. 

The ground level area was a barn which was used year 
round to stable horses which were the usual mode of 
transporation until the late 1920's. In all winters with 
heavy snowfalls the stable was used until the 1960's. A 
"bee" each spring saw farmers with stoneboats cleaning 
out the winter's "build up" in preparation for the 
coming winter. 

It was in the upper storey of this structure where all the 
good times were had. There were box socials, political 
meetings, bi-monthly dances, bazaars, plays, card 
parties, the yearly fowl supper, the school Christmas 
concert and the display of ladies' exhibits at the annual 
Greenway Fair. 

When Bob Ramage had the first wireless in the district 
he brought the radio to Greenway Hall where all in th~ 
community were welcome to listen to this new invention. 
The reception wasn't good but the sociability outdid the 
static. 

Local orchestras attracted dance crowds from Glen
boro to Clearwater. The pianist played on a great black 
grand piano under which the children slept while the 
parents danced the night away. Quadrilles made the old 
hall tremble. Lunch at midnight included cake and 
sandwiches, which entitled the ladies to free admission. 
Water heated in a copper boiler on the wood stove made 
tea for all. When the music stopped for intermission the 
horses could be heard kicking in the stable below and 
each man wondered if his prize driver was being injured. 

The last opening in Greenway Hall was the dance after 
the last fair in 1973. In 1975, the Greenway Hall was sold 
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to the Baldur Drop In, when it was torn down and the 
lumber used to build a games room at the east end. The 
lumber was incorporated into this new building, thus 
maintaining a place of hospitality and entertainment in a 
new area. 

Greenway Community Hall as it was in the 1920's. 

THE GREENWAY FAIR 

The Greenway Agricultural Society was formed in 
1922, with the late Robert Ramage (Grandfather of Bob 
Ramage) being elected the first president and Chris 
Vickers, first secretary-treasurer. At present Bob 
Conibear is chairman and Doris Stone secretary, with 
Sheila Dearsley as treasurer. 

The Society held a fair continuously until 1932, when 
the depression and drought forced it to close down for 
three years. In 1936, eager for some activity, the com
munity decided to hold a colt show in conjunction with a 
basket picnic. In 1937, the fair resumed its former status 
and continued to be held each year in Greenway until 
1973. By this time the fair had outgrown the facilities; no 
room for expansion and the buildings had deteriorated to 
the stage where a decision had to be made. 

Businesses, namely the elevator, C.N.R. section, the 
station, the school, the post office, had been closed out; 
therefore the community voted in favour of moving the 
fair to Baldur. Since this move, the fair has continued to 
grow, the only show of exhibits in the Municipality of 
Argyle. The year 1977 saw the moving of the old 
Greenway curling rink to the Argyle Centennial Park as a 
livestock shelter for the animals being exhibited, which 
added much for the convenience of exhibitors and 
spectators. 

Over the years many people have worked willingly and 
faithfully without reward, except satisfaction for "a job 
well done" to make this annual event a worthwhile 
project. 

Awards and trophies have been presented for the best 
item in its class. Most classes have some type of honour, 
the first being when the fair first started, in the form of 
"The Conibear Cup" for the best collection of 
vegetables. This cup was donated by the late James S. 
Conibear. 
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HI-LITES OF THE GREENW A Y FAIR TIME 

When fair time rolled around, everyone rallied to the 
cause. A day prior to the fair day was selected as 
"preparation day". Men with hammers, axes saws 
mowers and trucks, hauled boards to set up tables fo; 
exhibits in the hall, a booth under the trees, tie rails for 
the animals and bowling alleys. The women, armed with 
all the cleaning paraphernalia, cleaned and scrubbed the 
kitchen, the rink and hall, then carried the dishes from 
the hall to the rink. Finally, all done, the remainder of the 
day was a holiday; the men took off to the Mariapolis 
Hotel and the women to a home in town for coffee. It 
was a picnic, really. 

The night before the fair, Greenway came alive, with 
horses being driven in and owners partying while being 
with their animals. Until about the mid-1960's, all 
judging was done the day of the fair therefore all sewing, 
baking, canning and so on was brought in the evening 
before the fair. It was at one of these events that a pair of 
teenage boys decided that hiding and being locked in the 
hall would be ideal - lots of homemade candy and 
dainties in those days. 

Fair day came and all was going well - until the rain 
came! If no rain all spring, Greenway Fair was sure to 
bring relief. The show went on regardless. The fair was 
not usually held on Saturday, so school was dismissed at 
noon. One teacher decided to continue classes, but with 
no one co-operating, she finally gave up and let the 
students go to the fair. Cleanup day was like Arbor Day 
of those earlier years. It was preparation day in reverse; 
here endeth the annual Greenway face-lifting. 

Since moving to Baldur, the space and convenient 
facilities has overcome some of those earlier hazards, but 
has done away with the picnic atmosphere. 

For future reference - Anyone remember 1980 Fair? 
The driest spring in many years - Fair Day was set for a 
beautiful outdoor show. Right on course came a most 
welcome downpour. The entire animal show moved 
indoors. After the animal judging, owners were per
mitted to take them home. A little raking and cleaning up 
and the Belgian Bowling took over. With everyone in a 
celebrating mood, following the rain, the family dance in 
the rink was bigger than ever. 

James Mitchell, off to Greenway Fair, in the early 30's. 



DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE COURSES 
IN GREENWAY 

Extension courses in Greenway were organized about 
1930. They included kitchen designing, interior de
corating, basic sewing and tailoring courses. Leaders 
remembered are Miss Calder and Mrs. Ames. Another 
course offered was general homemaking and cooking. 

These proved educational and beneficial to both young 
and older homemakers through the 1930's and 1940's. 

For boys, a Seed Club was formed in the 1930's, which 
was a forerunner of 4-H clubs. Demonstrations on 
machinery setting, spraying and cattle judging were all 
helpful to farmers, often instigated by the local 
agricultural representative and sponsored by Greenway 
Agricultural Society. 

Girls 4-H sewing clubs continued into the 1950's but 
after consolidation of the schools, girls became a part of 
Baldur 4-H groups. For boys, a 4-H beef club has been 
active in Greenway for several years and is oganized 
again this year. 

A project of the 4-H Beef Club in the centennial year 
of 1967, was to compile a history of farms in the area. 

The achievement is always the highlight for every 
course. The leaders who have been numerous and 
dedicated deserve praise for helping mold the youth of 
this district. 

4-H float in Greenway Fair's 75th anniversary parade held at Baldur in 
1977. Frank Parsonage, driving; Doug McLennan, Seated at Front; 
Colin McLennan and Tim Reykdal, Banner Carriers. Seated: Diane 
Clermont, Brenda Reykdal, Susan McLennan, Heather Parsonage. 
Standing: Wayne Clermont, Kathy Geysen, Scott Williams. 

EXCERPTS FROM THE BALDUR GAZETTE 

June 6, 1901 - "Greenway are organizing a civilian rifle 
association with J .E. Tisdale as chief promoter." 

Aug. 14, 1902 - "P. McBean has finished his new store 
at Greenway. The event was celebrated by the genial 
merchant giving a dance to the countryside." 

Jan. 15, 1903 - The Post Office at Greenway has been 
moved into the village, P. McBean becoming postmaster. 
This is much to the satisfaction of all getting mail at the 
village. 

March 2, 1905 - "The Bachelors of Greenway are 

Greenway Pony League Ball Team organized by Elgin Cramer and 
Donald Conibear in 1960. Back Row: Bruce Cornock, Stewart Foster, 
Larry Andries, Jim Wylie, Rick Todd, Brian Cornock, Donald 
Conibear, Assistant. Front Row: Barry McLennan, Bob Conibear, Dale 
Hiscock, Roy Webber, Elgin Cramer, Coach. 

becoming noted as entertainers. They gave the most 
successful dance of the season on Friday, Feb. 24." 

April 12, 1906 - "Greenway is becoming quite an 
important railway center, besides the Wakopa, Brandon 
and Virden trains, the mixed train on the Morris
Somerset division has been running through to Green
way." 

April 2, 1908 - "A beef ring has been organized among 
the farmers of the Greenway District." 

April 9, 1908 - A blacksmith shop has been started up 
in Greenway by Mr. Desrochers, of Mariapolis. 

May 21, 1908 - Mr. Craik, Sr. has started up a lum
beryard in Greenway. Messrs. A.W. Craik and W. 
Tisdale are opening up in the implement business. 

June 25, 1908 - The implement warehouse of Craik and 
Tisdale is nearing completion. A slaughterhouse is now 
being bulit for the Beef Ring. 

March 18, 1909 - "The public inaugural of the 
Greenway Royal Templars took place Wed., March 3, 
W.W. Buchanan of Winnipeg delivered the charter and 
gave a very able address on the work of the society and 
the remarkable strides the temperance cause has made in 
the last few years." 

April 15, 1909 - "Greenway Tigers Organization 
Meeting - The following is a list of officers elected for 
1909. Captain - Lyman Robinson; Vice-Captain -
Clarence Cornock; Sec.-Treas. - Ernest Stratford; Team 
Comm. - B. Gerolamy and Angus McQuarrie; Field 
Comm. - Duncan McLennan, Tom Todd and George 
Harbottle. " 

Dec. 9, 1909 - "A branch of the Manitoba Grain 
Growers Association has been formed in Greenway." 

June 30, 1910 - "The Greenway station house burned 
down last Monday evening through the bursting of a 
barrel of gasoline on the platform." 
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Cairn erected by Paul De Maertelaere and dedicated to the pioneers in 
July, 1976, will be a lasting memorial to a great little village. 

Dec. 18, 1913 - Kilgour Bros. have taken over the 
Implement Business at Greenway, they are also agents for 
the Ford Auto. 

Nov. 26, 1914 - Mr. W. Kilgour has completed the 
erection of his new hall at Greenway. 

April 15, 1915 - "There was a large gathering of 
farmers at Greenway on April 1, when a branch of the 
Grain Growers Assoc. was formed. Mr. R.M. Wilson 
gave a good address, in which he told of the privileges 
already secured for the farmers by the assoc. Rev. P. 
McLeod acted as chairman and warned the farmers to 
avoid the capitalistic spirit and to be kind and just, 
toward all. List of officers: Pres. P. Johnson; Vice
President, H. Forbes; Sec.-Treas. T. Kenyon; Directors, 
H. Stone, C. Vickers, B. Gerolamy, J. Webber, D. 
McLennan and R. Ramage." 

May 17, 1923 - Greenway Agricultural Society - Mr. 

J .S. Conibear is donating a silver cup for the best 
collection of vegetables on exhibit. 

June 8, 1916 - "The Greenway people gave a farewell 
entertainment to the Baldur platoon last Friday evening. 
Rev. P. McLeod gave a splendid speech on Patriotism 
and Mrs. Jas. Strang also gave a good speech, ap
propriate to the occasion. Pte. Strutt gave a splendid 
rendition of 'Tipperary'. Games of all kinds were in
dulged in and the meeting closed by all singing 'Auld 
Lang Syne' and 'God Save the King'." 

May 11, 1916 - Mr. Jas. McLennan is opening a 
hardware store at Greenway. 

March, 1923 - "Notice - to whom it may concern: It 
has come to the attention of the undersigned that certain 
parties are coming to the Greenway community dances 
under the influence of liquor. This will not be tolerated in 
any way, shape or form. A word to the wise is sufficient -
Signed, Greenway Hall Committee." 

April 3, 1924 - "Last Thursday evening, a represen
tative meeting of the young people of the community, 
was held in the Greenway Church, for the purpose of 
forming a Young People's Society. Officers were elected 
as follows: Hon. Pres. - Rev. D. Morrison, Pres., Miss 
Edith McClellan; 1st Vice-Pres. - Chas. Webber; 2nd 
Vice-Pres. - Miss Mary Craik; Sec. - Miss Mary Mowat, 
Treas. - Miss Thompson; Convenor of Social Comm. -
Miss D. Dearsley; Convenor of Program Committee -
Miss Viola Webber." 

"Baldur Gazette", April 23, 1925 - Greenway news - "A 
very curious thing is now observed. All the Scotch on the 
south side of the track, have moved north. Those who did 
not go last fall, have pulled out this spring. The only 
reason given for this move is, that there are more and 
better stills on the north side of the track. Yes, the Scotch 
have no sense of humor, but a keen sense of smell." 

Aerial photo of Greenway, 1950. 
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Hamlin School, built in 1915. 
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HAMLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 1790 

Hamlin School District No. 1790 was established in 
1915, through the efforts of Charles A. Hamilton and 
Mrs. Joseph Gosselin. The school opened in August, 
1915, under the name of Hamlin. This came about by 
using the first three letters of Hamilton and the last three 
letters of Gosselin. 

Others active in the district at that time were Fred 
Ward, Dave Gordon and J. Cumming. 

The first teacher at Hamlin was May Douglas of 
Fairfax' followed by Christine Johnson, Baldur; Eva 
Turner: Belmont; Margaret Castell, Belmont; Nellie 
Glover, Etta Beatty of Neelin; Marion Price, Baldur; 
Nora Kelly, Neelin; Mrs. Helen Smith of the Huntley 
district. There were other teachers and the maiden names 
of teachers were used in most of the above. 

The number of pupils ranged from 7 to 15. In the early 
days the families of Gosselin, Cummings, Gordon, 
Ward, Taylor and Hamilton were educated there, grades 
I to IX. 

The school closed in the late 1950's. 

SOLITUDE 

The dip of paddles in a mountain lake, 
Long ripples from the bow spread wide apart, 
Reflection of the trees and hills around, 
Brings peace to penetrate the heavy heart. 

A camp-site nestled there beside the bay, 
Secure with tent and sheltered from the gale, 
Rest-haven far from daily stress and strife, 
'Tis God's own country hidden in a vale. 

Where evening sounds bring peace unto your heart, 
Beside the campfire as the eve draws nigh 
A benediction stirring to the soul, 
Is heard within the wild loon's lonely cry. 

Brian Cooney 
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Dressed for the Christmas concert at Hamlin School, 
December, 1942. Cummings, Hamilton, Ward and 
Waddell children. 

TAKEN FROM BALDUR GAZETTE 

1900 - A specimen of brick was made by Mr. Rossom 
and W. W. Sexsmith at the Roseberry Lime Kiln on W. W. 
Sexsmith's farm, 2-4-14. It was stated, these men would 
go into the business, if sufficient orders were placed. 

1900 - An article was printed on the construction of the 
Red River cart. Made of well seasoned wood without a 
particle of iron about it, a marvel of mechanism. It 
consisted of two rough shafts, called trams, 12 feet long, 
worked out of oak and with cross-pieces firmly morticed 
into them. The two outer ones being about six feet apart, 
form the foundation. Holes are bored into the upper 
surface of the trams, and two railed pieces are 
correspondingly bored and fitted upon the rails. Boards 
are fastened upon the three cross pieces forming the 
bottom, and with tail, front and side boards fitted on the 
body of the cart, it is complete. The great lumbering 
wheels, consisting of knave, spokes and felloes, are of 
oak, rough hewn. The felloes are about five inches wide, 
the wheel five feet high. They are very much dished, 
giving greater steadiness to the cart in going on a sidling 
road. They pass over soft and swampy ground, where 
wagon wheels would almost sink out of sight. The axle is, 
after the wheel, the most important part and is made of 
oak. The axle having to bear the weight of the heavy 
load, requires to be carefully made and then to be we.ll 
trimmed and adjusted to prevent friction. The axle IS 

lashed to the cart with dampened shagganappe, which 
shrinks, and so holds it firmly. Five or six of these axles 
are used up on a trip. They are manufactured as they are 
needed, on the way. The cart is drawn by an ox or Indian 
pony. 



E 

Hecla School, built in 1897. 
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HECLA SCHOOL NO. 355 

Hecla School. Ella Kovar, Teacher; Lillian Lussier, Bob Jewsbury, 
Rudy Kovar, Frank Jewsbury, Edwin Sveinsson, Lorraine Lussier, 
Melvin Clem is, Fred Jewsbury, Roy Jewsbury. 

The Hecla School District was formed on Nov. 11, 
1884. The original Hecla School was built in 1884 on 16-
6-14 and was situated just west of the Emil and Eddie 
Hallgrimson farm, five and one-half miles south of 
Glenboro. The school district was 12 miles square. The 
school was open during the summer only, until 1889, and 
the enrollment at that time was 120 pupils. They sat three 
abreast in their desks, with the overflow on the woodpile 
and the doorstep. 

Thomas Hill, on contract for building the first Hecla 
School received $580.00. 

The first trustees were: Alex Card, Evan Jones and 
Krist jan Johnson. Mr. James Dale was one of the 
original teachers. 

Some of the names appearing in the first registers were 
Dales, Sveinsons, Anderson, Sigmar, Snydal, Badger, 
Christopherson, Card, Goodman, Hill, Davidson, 
Johnson and Thorsteinson. Then later names such as: 
Fitzsimmons, Arason, Jonsson, Manning and Peterson 
appeared, as well as: Frederickson, Wigham, Thor
darson, Sigurdson, Griffith, Axdal and Kristjanson. 

Teachers from 1884 to 1896 were: 

James Dale 
Lottie Touchhaurne 
Gudny Jonsdottir 
G.M. Robertson 
S.F. Flatt 

Maggie Campbell 
Thomas H. Johnson 
L. Bjarnason 
G.A. Plett 
Ada Clarke 

In 1897, the original school was sold to the Methodists 
for a House of Worship until the new Victoria Church 
was built in 1904. The new Hecla School was built across 
from Fred Jewsbury's farm in 1897 on 21-6-14, serving 
the community until the Hecla School District in the 
spring of 1959, became part of the Consolidated School 
District of Glenboro. Hecla School completed that term. 
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Teachers from 1897-1959 were: 

S. Brown -who taught for three years. One day he didn't 
show up for class and was never heard of again. 
Thomas McKay 
Ray and Viola Duff 
E.C. Burgess 
Miss Rebecca Duncan 
Belle Perrin 
DamilAvis 
Rosie Coles 
H. Sundell 
Jennie Welsh 
Etta McLaren 
Irene Turnbull 
Lucy Brooks 
Miss E.M. Young 
Mrs. Grace L. Smith 
School was closed 1945-1948 
Ella Kovar 

F. Taylor 
Vivian Frederickson 
Ellen Moore 
Carl Frederickson 
M. Chester 
Ross Kennedy 
Irene Wray 
Jean Ekins 
M.A. Waddell 
Grace M. Smith 
Miss W. Gowanlock 
Miss V. Earle 
Kae Bullion 
Orma Sutherland 
Bernice Sinclair 

HECLA DISTRICT 

It was the custom for 10 years for Hecla and Mimir 
Schools to meet at the Victoria Church and present a 
combined Christmas concert. There would be a dress 
rehearsal the afternoon of the concert with pupils 
arriving from the respective schools, packed into one 
sleighbox. 

A highlight during the winter was to attend one of the 
community dances held in the school. People came by 
sleigh for miles around, and with someone playing the 
organ, and another the fiddle, everyone from 5 to 50 
plus, would join in the dance. As the evening wore on, 
the younger children would, one by one, fall asleep in one 
of the school desks, which had been piled in tiers at the 
end of the room. At midnight, the music stopped and 
lunch was enjoyed by all. Coffee would be made over at 
Frank Jewsbury's in a large copper boiler, and carried 
over to the school by two able-bodied men. Following 
lunch, dancing would resume and continue until two in 
the morning. 

Ellen Moore, Teacher; Jewsburys, Hamiltons, Clem is, Lussiers, 
Moores, Christies. 



Hola School, built in 1897 and still standing on the same site. 
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HOLA 

Students at Hola School in 1913. Back Row: Rosa Christopherson, 
Teacher; Gusti Johnson, Joe, Herb, Johnny and Helga Christopherson, 
Peter Sigvaldason, Otto and Leo Bjornson. Front Row: Soley Skardal, 
Veiga Christopherson, Alia Jonason, Rurik Bjornson, Bardarson. 
Left, Bjossi Johnson is holding Frank Skardal; Otto Skardal is behind 
him. Jenny Christopherson is standing in doorway. 

Nestled among the oak-studded hills four miles north 
from Baldur and a quarter of a mile east, is the one-room 
schoolhouse named "Hola" - an Icelandic word meaning 
"hills". The Hola School District No. 889 was formed in 
the year 1897. The schoolhouse and four-team stable 
were built in the spring of that year on land bought from 
the crown - $3 for the dee·d. Cost of the building was 
$450. Four hundred and ninety-five dollars had been 
borrowed from George Maulson. John Olafson was the 
builder. 

Classes began in June with John Thorne as teacher, 
followed in July by G.M. Robertson. The first inspector 
was Mr. Best. Number of students school age - 50; 
number of students other ages - 3. Trustees were S. 
Christopherson, H.G. Johnson, H. Sigurdson. 

The floor had to be replaced in 1923, after a fire 
burned a hole in the old one. In the mid-1920's four 
windows were added to the two on the west side, and the 
two on the east side were replaced by two piano windows. 
In 1929 a larger basement was dug and cemented; the 
outside platform was cemented at this time. The work 
was done by Indi Sigurdson and Jack Harmer. An indoor 
stairway to the basement was also an improvement over 
the outdoor entry. No longer would small boys, who 
came in the early morning dark to light the fire, have to 
be afraid of ghosts jumping out at them from those dark 
trap doors! In 1945, a new stable was built, John Breidal 
being in charge of the job. 

During WW II a Junior Red Cross Club was 
organized. Hola and Frey Schools worked together to 
hold an auction sale and dance at the Argyle Hall 
(Grund) to raise money for their clubs. For two or three 
years Hola and Frey also combined their Christmas 
concerts at Argyle Hall. 

For a couple of weeks each November white-clad men 
could be seen tramping the nearby woods and hills, deer 
hunting. Students, then, would not be allowed outside 
the school yard, and were encouraged to remain indoors 
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at recess time. Those same hills provided winter fun -
skiing and tobogganing. The spring would bring nature 
hikes - especially exciting when melting winter snow 
created tiny waterfalls as miniature rivers went rushing to 
the lake a half mile to the north. June 30, 1953, the 
school was closed. Only eight students were left - nine 
were needed to get a grant. W. Lockhart was the in
spector. When consolidation took place in 1960, the 
building and land were sold by auction to Joe 
Christopherson in August, 1960. 

Teachers during these years were: 

John Thorn 
G.M. Robertson 
Lena Johnson 
Gertie Harrower 
Veiga Christopherson 
Christine Anderson 
Helga Bardal 
Harold Sigmar 
Rosa Christopherson 
Lilly Snidal 
J. Christopherson 
Miss S. Brandson 
Lilly Hallgrimson 
Lena Josephson 
Ethel Miller 
Johannes Erickson 
George Simpson 
Alia Johnson 
Otto Schultz 

Ivan Schultz 
B. Peterson 
Indlaug Palson 
Miss N. Skaftfeld 
Julius Anderson 
Mrs. Anna Todd 
Miss B. Erlendson 
Margret Castell 
K. Goodchild 
Ella Faye Warrener 
Lilly Christopherson 
Miss C. Woodworth 
Leola Heidman 
Nellie Styan 
Thora Oliver 
Grace Freedy 
Leonard Grundy 
Leola Johnson 
Belle Sole 

Monthly wages varied from $32.50 in 1897; $125 in 
1921; $90 in 1923; $45 in 1935; then gradually up to $175 
in 1953. The 1897 Government grant of $64.34 was not 
received until 1898. The 1898 grant was $81.25. 

Today you can take a nostalgic drive back to Hola 
where it still stands in its original setting surrounded by 
its school yard. Although it now houses grain, the 
memories are not diminished. 

Back Row: Joe Breidal, Skuli Johnson, Murray Breidal, David 
Swainson. Second Row: Donna Christopherson, Erla Helgason, Lily 
Breidal. Third Row: Ros{llee Gudnason, Anna Breidal, Lorelie 
Gudnason. Front Row: Johnny Oliver, Christine Helgason, Bob 
Christopherson. Taken in 1948. 



FRELSIS (Liberty) 

For the pioneers, Frelsis was not only a place of 
worship, it was the heart of the community. This is the 
story of Frelsis. 

In the earliest days of the Icelandic settlement of 
Argyle, scriptural readings were held each evening in 
every Icelandic home. Layman services and Sunday 
School classes were held on Sundays in various homes as 
well. When the population became fairly large, a meeting 
was held on Jan. 1, 1884, at which time the "Frikirkja" 
congregation was established. Layman services continued 
in homes until they could be held in the newly built Hecla 
and Bru Schools. In the winter months only, Sunday 
School classes were held in four different homes in the 
district. Four men who taught some of these classes were 
Krist jan Olafson, Fridrik Jonsson, Krist jan Jonsson, and 
Hernit Kristoferson. 

On July 26, 1885, at a meeting at Hecla School, a new 
congregation (accepting Synod laws), was formed - to 
serve the western part of the settlement. Krist jan Jonsson 
chaired the meeting and was chosen president. Fridrik 
Jonsson was elected secretary. Sigurdur Kristofersson 
made a motion to name the congregation 'Frelsis' 
(Liberty). Thorsteinn Antoniusson seconded the motion. 
It was carried. First trustees were: S. Kristofersson, 
Thorsteinnn Antoniusson, and Ami Sveinson. First 
deacons were: Fridrik Jonsson, Krist jan Jonsson, and 
Thora Jonsdottir. Ninety members joined at this 
meeting. Fifty were confirmed, 40 were unconfirmed. 
Rev. Jon Bjarnason served the congregation with 
periodic visits. 

At a joint meeting in 1888, the Bru and Grund 
congregations decided to invite the Synod to hold their 
1889 convention in Argyle municipality, and they also 
agreed to build a church. The three Frelsis trustees and 
four other men (Johann Jonsson, Jon Bjornsson, Stefan 
Kristjanson, and Hernit Kristofersson) were elected to 
work on a committee with seven men from Frikirkja. At 
a Frelsis meeting in December, Jon Bjornson reported 
that the committee had voted l3 to 1 to build one church. 

Grund Frelsis Lutheran Church. Built 
in 1899 by the pioneers. 

Interior oj Grund Church. Note the chandeliers. 

The Ladies' Aid, organized in 1885, donated the first 
$200. More funds were collected and added to this 
amount. Two acres of land were bought for $10 from 
Sigurjon Snidal. Carpenters, Byring Hallgrimson and 
Ami Sveinson, with the help of volunteer labour, had the 
building completed by June, 1889, just in time for the 
synod convention! At a joint meeting in March, 1889, it 
had been decided to call a minister. Ninety dollars was 
collected and sent to Hafsteinn Pjetursson in Iceland. He 
came immediately, was ordained in Winnipeg, and served 
the district until 1893, for a salary of $500. Built eight 
years after the first four families struggled through an 
early spring blizzard to their unbroken homesteads, 
Frelsis reveals the progress and priorities of this young 
community. Remember - most of the families were still 
living in their small, cramped, log cabins. 

Stables were built that same year. Families from Frelsis 
joined together in several groups to build three large 
barns - north and east of the church. The last of these 
stood until 1944, when it was torn down. The Frikirkja 
congregation had each family build its own stables at 
Grund, resulting in a large rambling structure of single
team stables running south to the cemetery road and a 
short distance east. These were torn down and the lumber 
used to build stables at Bru when Frikirkja Church was 
built. 

In 1896, a belfry with steeple was added to the porch to 
house the 500 pound copper bell, which could be heard 
ringing clearly for five miles. Byring Hallgrimson hand
carved the pulpit in his own kitchen and he painted it soft 
shades of cream and orchid with touches of metallic gold 
trim. The coal-oil chandeliers were donated; these were 
converted to electricity in 1929. A two manual 
"Doherty" organ was purchased in 1911. It can still be 
heard playing for weddings and occasional church ser
vices held at Frelsis today. Approximately 1890, the 
minister's house was built just north and west of the 
church, but was torn down in the early 1930's. Johannes 
Sigurdson donated two acres of land to the district to be 
used as a cemetery - a half mile east of Frelsis. 

When the church was built in 1889, the pulpit and altar 
stood on a platform in the centre of the east wall of the 
building. Steps on both sides of the platform led up to 
another platform behind the altar - this is where the 
organ stood, with the choir seated on both sides of it. 
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Grund Church around 1900. Sera Jon Clemens, Minister. Congregation attending a confirmation service. 

This choir platform was about as high as the balcony at 
the back of the church. The communion railing stood on 
the floor quite close to the altar platform. There were two 
aisles instead of the one of today. Rev. Fridrik 
Hallgrimsson did not care for this arrangement, and in 
1905, it is recorded that the "Bandalags Felag" asked 
Arni Sveinson to meet with Byring Hallgrimson to 
discuss making changes. Subsequently one large platform 
was built across the entire east end of the church. On 
Easter Sunday, April 23, of the same year, 32 young 
people were confirmed and 200 members went to the altar 
for communion. 

Arni Sveinson has mentioned twice in his diary, the 
"Bandalags Felag", which is a young people's 
organization within the church. 

On July 28, 1935, a celebration was held to mark the 
50th anniversary of Frelsis Congregation. After a short 
service in the church, lunch was served to a large crowd in 
Argyle Hall. Rev. B.B. Jonsson was invited to be guest 
speaker. 

Organists: 
Mr. Jon Fridfinson until 1905 
Hilla Johnson until 1965, except for a few years when 
Lauga Johannesson was organist. 

Ministers: 
Rev. Hafsteinn Pjetursson 
Rev. John Clemens 
Rev. Fridrik Hallgrimsson 
Rev. K.K. Olafson 
Rev. Egill Fafnis 
Rev. Eric Sigmar 
Rev. Johann Frederickson 
Rev. O. Donald Olsen 
Rev. Krist jan Robertsson 

Rev. Morris Green-
.-/\ 
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1889-1893 
1896-1901 
1903-1925 
1925-1930 
1930-1945 
1947-1951 
1951-1957 
1958-1961 
1962-1965 
1966-1968 
1968-1972 

Rev. Al Pope 
Rev. Larry Glaeske 

1972-1975 
1976-1981 

In 1965, with membership down, it was decided that 
Frelsis congregation merge with Immanuel congregatio,~ 
in Baldur. By this time Frelsis was the oldest-standing 
Icelandic Lutheran Church in Canada. Its members 
wanted to preserve the church on its original site in 
memory of the pioneers. Immanuel congregation did not 
want the burden of an extra' church building, so it was 
agreed, under the guidance of Rev. Robertsson, that a 
committee of Frelsis members be set up to decide the fate 
of the church. Encouraged by many interested people, 
the committee requested that the Manitoba Government 
have the church declared an historic site. This request was 
granted. At a special church service on Sunday, Sept. 15, 
1974, the Government of Manitoba assumed 
custodianship of Frelsis, to maintain it as a memorial to 
the Icelanders who contributed so much to this province 
and to this country. 

Quote from the "Baldur Gazette", April 27, 1905 -
"Easter Sunday service in the Grund Lutheran Church 
was beyond doubt the most largely attended country 
service throughout the province. The service was held 
from 12 noon until 3 p.m., conducted by the Rev. 
Fredrick Hallgrimson, pastor. 126 rigs, of which one-half 
were democrats and wagons, were counted - making an 
estimated attendance of fully 600 people. The church was 
crowded to overflowing, many standing outside. The 
Easter service was made the occasion for the con
firmation of a large class of candidates, 33 in number, 
who were duly received into full church membership. A 
number of children were also baptized. Following the 
service, there was a celebration of the Holy Com
munion." 



THE ARGYLE LUTHERAN LADIES' AID 

The first Argyle Lutheran Ladies' Aid was held in a 
small log house the home of Hildur Thorsteinson, in 
June, 1885. The women who organized the Ladies' Aid 
were: Johanna Bjornsd6ttir; J6nina P. J6nsd6ttir; 
Herborg Sigurbjornsd6ttir; Vilborg J 6nsd6ttir; Anna 
Kristjansd6ttir; Stefania J6hnsd6ttir. Hildur Halld6r
sd6ttir; Malftidur Hallgrimsdottir, Gudny Arad6ttir; 
Thorbjorg Bjornsd6ttir; Helga J6nasd6ttir; Th6ra 
J6nsd6ttir; Gudny J6nsd6ttir; Arnbjorg J6nsd6ttir; 
Halld6ra Sigvaldad6ttir; Elisabet Danielsd6ttir; Helga 
J6sepsdottir; Gudny Ant6niusd6ttir, Kristin Hansd6ttir. 
The first slate of officers were: President - Helga Jon
sdittir; Secretary - Anna Kristjansdottir; and treasurer -
Gudny Aradottir. A committee elected to draw up the 
constitution and laws for the society were: Arnbj6rg 
J6nsd6ttir, Thorbjorg Bj6rnsd6ttir and Helga 
J6nasd6ttir. The first regular meeting was held at the 
home of J6hannes Sigurdson 12-6-14, on July 10, 1885. 
The meeting was called to order by the president and 
hymn No. 309 in the Icelandic hymnal was sung. 

The secretary then read the laws and explained that the 
object of this society was to work towards improving 
conditions in the community both spiritually and 
materially, and to inspire friendship and good-will 
among the people. 

The first major project of the group was a tombola. 
At a meeting July 20, 1886, a new topic was introduced 

- the lack of medical care in the community. It was 
suggested, and much discussed to import a trained mid
wife. The following year it stated a Karolina J onsdottir 
did arrive and took over her duties as mid-wife at a salary 
of $50.00 per year. This was paid by the Ladies' Aid the 
first year or two. Later the congregation assumed and 
paid half the cost. One project dear to the hearts of these 
women was the church building fund. On Aug. 22, 1888, 
a motion was passed to put on a play to raise funds for 
the church building. The sum of $200.00 was realized. 
After 1890, when the church had been built, it is recorded 
on several occasions that $25.00 was paid to Pastor's 
salaries. In 1890, a resolution was passed to authorize the 
buying of a new organ for $300.00 and with help and co
operation from the Dorcas Society a beautiful altar was 
bought. Carpets were paid for and lamps donated. In 
1895, the church was painted by volunteer labour: The 
Ladies' Aid paid for the paint. In 1895, the society split 
up. Bru ladies resigned and organized the Bru Ladies' 
Aid. It was after this time the Dorcas Society and Grund 
Ladies' Aid bought the altar. 

The women kept right on working. "Skjaldbreid" Hall 
was built at Grund and the Ladies' Aid bought a share 
for $100.00. 

Generous gifts of money were made yearly to the 
Winnipeg General Hospital and the Children's Aid. They 
also made regular donations to the organizations of the 
Icelandic Lutheran Synod - the J.B. Academy, home and 
foreign missions and the Betel Home. Shortly after the 
Lutheran Women's League was organized the Ladies' 
Aid joined and were active in supporting Sunrise Camp at 
Husavik, Man. 

June 14, 1905, the Icelandic people in Argyle spon-

sored a celebration - "lSlandingadag" at Grund and the 
Ladies' Aid did their share to make this event a real 
success. 

In July, 1917, Mrs. Berglj6t Frederickson died - in
stead of the usual flowers being sent to her funeral by 
family and friends the sum of $55.00 was donated to the 
L.A. to be used for charitable purposes. Thus the 
"Bl6msveigasj6dur" or Floral Tribute Fund was 
established. 

In 1927, the membership of the Ladies' Aid was at a 
low ebb, and it was feared that the society would cease to 
function. But rather than let this happen the Dorcas 
society which had been organized during the war years 
closed their records and seven new members joined the 
Ladies' Aid giving the society a real lift and the work 
went on with renewed interest. 

The 40th Anniversary of the society was celebrated by 
having a concert in the Grund Church with the late Dr. 
B.B. J6nsson as guest speaker. 

There have been traditions of service and loyalty 
displayed - one such was the annual Icelandic picnics 
sponsored by this organization - and held at Ninette 
Sanatorium when the Argyle community entertained the 
patients and staff. Gifts were also sent to Icelandic and 
other patients from the district at Christmas. There was 
also the Ladies' Aid meeting held every year on the first 
day of summer at the home of Mrs. J onas He~gason. This 
was her big day when she served her guests hot chocolate 
with whipped cream and ponnukokur - according to an 
old Icelandic custom. 

When the Frelsis Lutheran Church (Grund) merged 
with Baldur, the Ladies' Aid disbanded. 

Ninety-six years ago Hildur Thorsteinson greeted her 
guests when they came to organize this Ladies' Aid and 
all these years the story has repeated itself - the Christian 
message of compassion put into action. The message of 
loving thy neighbour and rejoicing with him when he is 
glad and weeping with him in his sorrow. 

Hand in hand with the work of the Ladies' Aid has 
been loyalty and love for the Frelsis Grund Church. It is a 
sacred place with tender memories of confirmation, 
wedding days, and the last farewells to loved ones. 

This was taken from an article written about 25 years 
ago in Ardis by Gudlaug Johannesson. 

The last Ladies' Aid at Grund. There were 12 m'embers: Edith Arason, 
Ellen Rawlings, Laura Christopherson, Betty Gudnason, Hilla 
Johnson, Bogga Goodman, Sigga Johnson, Millie Anderson, Budda 
Oliver, Christine Gudnason (non-member), Olga Arason, Veiga 
Helgason. Gudrun Isfeld is missing from the picture. 
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"SKJALDBREID" (Broad Shield) 

Skjaldbreid Hall, 1912. 

The first community hall in the Grund district was built 
in 1896, at the eastern end of the oak bluff on Sigurdur 
Kristofersson's land. Just north of the bluff there was a 
small lake, upon which people often enjoyed themselves 
in small boats. The hall was named "Skjaldbreid", and it 
was a big roomy building. 

The Library Society was instrumental in having Sk
jaldbreid built, and for many years it was the scene of 
concerts, dances, plays, and various celebrations. There 
the Good Templars met, the Ladies' Aid held their 
tombolas; the Young People organized their club; and 
there were Sunday School picnics. 

Many plays were performed in this hall, but perhaps 
the one most memorable was a 3-act play (in Icelandic) 
called "Skugasvein". It was performed on a cold winter 
night in 1897 to a packed hall. Admission was 25¢ for 
adults, and 15¢ for young people. List of characters and 
players was: 

Skugasvein (a man of good deeds): Gudni Davidson 
Haraldur: Jon Sveinbjornsson 
Asta: Kristin Christopherson 
Sigurdur i dal: Einar Sigvaldason 
Syslumadurin (Reeve): Arni Jonsson 
Studentar (students): Hjortur Josephson and Krist jan 
Reykdal 
Pukar (snoopy kids): Peter and Paul Gudnason 
Ketill: Hjortur Sigurdson 
Kolski (the Devil): Krist jan (Jonsson) Thordarson 
Marja: Thorgerdur Sigurjonsdottir (Gerda 
Christopherson) 

June 18, 1898, saw one of the biggest weddings in the 
district when Lara Arnason and Kris Thordarson were 
wed at Frelsis -the church was packed and all of these 
guests then travelled to Skjaldbreid for a large meal. A 
poem was written by Sigurbjorn Johansson (community 
poet) and read aloud "to Lara and Kris on their wedding 
day" . 

A celebration was held Dec. 31, 1899, t@ welcome in 
the 20th century - this was an all-night affair! 

On July 19, 1902, the Icelandic community celebrated 
the silver wedding anniversary of four of its pioneer 
couples: Ami Sveinson and Gudrun Jonsdottir; Skafti 
Arason and Anna J ohannsdottir; Krist jan Jonsson and 
Arnbjorg Jonsdottir; Sigurdur Kristofersson and 
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Caroline. Taylor. These couples had been married in 
1877, at Gimli. Close to 500 people gathered at Sk
jaldbreid and a very entertaining program was enjoyed by 
all out among the trees. In the hall, a banquet was 
prepared by the women in the community. Rev. Jon 
Bjamason, who had married three of the couples, gave 
the anniversary speech. After the meal, toasts were 
proposed. 

1905 - 25 years had gone by since the first homesteads 
were filed, and this called for yet another celebration. On 
June 13 of that year, Arni Sveinson took his water tank 
(used for his steam engine) filled with water, over to the 
hall. His wife Gudrun accompanied him to help prepare 
for the lunch to be served the following day. Wednesday, 
June 14, a special train bringing Icelanders from Win
nipeg for this celebration, arrived in Glenboro at 11 a.m. 
Buggies, democrats, and wagons were waiting at the 
station to bring the visitors to Skjaldbreid. Meanwhile, 
back at Skjaldbreid, the large crowd waiting for the 
visitors began to make bets on who would reach the hall 
first. Herman Arason was driving his father's democrat 
and fine team of horses. It was the general opinion that 
he would be first. However, when the race finally came 
into sight, Hannes Sigurdson, who did not have an 
impressive team at all, was in the lead, closely followed 
by Siggi Skardal. A short distance from the hall the hat of 
one of Sigurdson's passengers blew off and Hannes had 
to stop and go back for it. Siggi Skardal came in first, but 
there was still no sign of Herman - he was last to arrive. 
His team had nearly run away at the station and with five 
visitors in his rig he didn't dare but keep tight rein on his 
lively team to avoid another near runaway! 

A race track had been built north of the hall about the 
year 1897, for horse and buggy races. Then motor cars 
arrived upon the scene. At a Sunday School picnic in 
1921, a race was held to see who could drive the slowest 
without stalling his car. S.A. Anderson won with his 
Model T Ford. August Arason had an Overland, and 
nearly won but stalled near the finish line. In the early 
1970's three of the pioneer's descendants thought they 
would like to tryout the track. They forgot that it should 
have been a "slow" race, and that their cars were much 
bigger, with more powerful engines than those in the 
early days. It turned out to be more of a demolition 
derby! 

Log cabin built in 1931 to celebrate the 50th anniversary oj Icelandic 
settlement. 



50th anniversary celebration at Grund of the Icelandic settlement in 
Argyle. 

1931 - 50 years had gone by since the first families 
arrived from Gimli. Once again a large celebration was 
planned with picnic, flags flying, games, singing, band 
music and speeches. A small log cabin with sod roof was 
built in the Grund woods near Skjaldbreid - it was typical 
of the first homes the pioneers built for themselves. This 
celebration also marks the last time Skjaldbreid was used 
as a hall. Although the Sunday School picnics continued 
there until the early 1940's, no longer could the Union 
Jack be seen flying from the flag pole of Skjaldbreid. 

Today Skjaldbreid is no longer standing, but if you 
wander through there, you will see where it stood, and 
where the log cabin was built; you will see the race track 
and be able to imagine the small boats on the lake. And if 
you close your eyes and concentrate very hard, you might 
be able to picture in your mind the Devil from 
"Skugasvein" appearing suddenly on centre stage, as if 
from nowhere, but actually through a trap door in the 
stage floor! 

"GOOD ETIQUETTE, GOOD TEMPLARS, 
AND THE ARGYLE HALL" 

Always concerned about the upbringing of their young 
men and women,the Argyle Icelanders organized a 
"Good Etiquette Club" (Sidabotafelagid). If one were 
caught swearing, which was against the rules, one would 
be expelled. It wasn't long before only a few members 
were left. These beginnings led to the forming of a new 
organization - "The Independent Order of Good 
Templars, Idunn Lodge No. 36". This was to have a 
longer life than its predecessor, although it, too, would 
lose its share of members due to violation of rules. 

The Good Templars held their early meetings and 
concerts at Skjaldbreid. They wanted to acquire legal 
ownership title to the lot, but Sigurdur refused to give in 
to them on this matter. This led to them purchasing, in 
1903, a parcel of land near Frelsis Church and there they 
built a Good Templars hall. The Good Templars were 
active for many years, producing diverse good effects. 
When prohibition became effective in Manitoba, there 
was less work for them to accomplish. 

At a meeting Feb. 6, 1905, it was decided to enlarge the 
hall, making it suitable for all occasions and gatherings. 
The new kitchen and diningroom would make it easier to 
serve meals and lunches. At dances in those early days, 

everyone sat down at tables in the diningroom to eat their 
lunch while the band took its break. 

Arni Sveinson has recorded in his diary - "at this time 
(1905) the name has been changed to 'Argyle Hall'and it 
is now so complete that people who have seen it consider 
it to be the best community hall, and of the most pain
stakingly good construction they have seen in Manitoba 
or the North West!" 

The stage was much smaller than Skjaldbreid's because 
of the hallways on either side of it, (these hallways led to 
the coat-room, kitchen, and diningroom at the back) but 
it boasted a fine roll curtain with red and gold scroll 
surrounding a large scenery - hand painted by Fred 
Swanson, a painter and decorator in Winnipeg. 

At a meeting April 1, 1905, the shareholder company, 
"Eining" was formed. A person had to be a member of 
the Good Templar Society to own shares in the company. 

On March 8, of that same year, Olgeir Frederickson 
and Arni Sveinson measured the G.T. Hall lots: 8xlO 
rods - 12 rods from the road allowance west of the hall 
and 10 112 rods from the southern line of the lot and a 
lane down to the Baldur road lx6 1/2 rods. 

Church conventions, fowl suppers, minstrel shows, 
tombolas, concerts, dances, and Ladies' Aid bazaars 
were some of the many events held at Argyle Hall. Some 
of the later ones bring back memories such as: watching 
with fascination as Oscar Josephson beat out a rhythm 
on his drums at dances; a young lady with beautiful long 
red hair playing the piano for some of those dances; and 
"Shorty" calling the square dances. Young girls, longing 
to dance, were thrilled when their fathers would take 
them for a whirl around the dance floor! 

When Frelsis merged with Baldur congregation, the 
Grund Ladies' Aid decided to close their books. They 
had helped with a lot of the upkeep of the hall the last few 
years. One of the main shareholders of the hall thought 
he might .move the building, but this was not a popular 
idea and Argyle Hall was eventually sold to Siggi 
Johnson for taxes. It is still standing but has since been 
turned into an implement shed and granary. 

"Grund, " the Sigurdur and Caroline Christopherson home. The site of 
the Grund post office until the 1920's. 
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DORCAS SOCIETY 

On Aug. 19, 1916, a group of young women met at the 
home of Mrs. B.S. Johnson with the idea of forming a 
new society - with the main object being to work and send 
parcels to the soldiers - both food and clothing. A very 
large number of young men had left the Icelandic set
tlement to fight in WW 1. Of course there were other 
good causes that they would work for such as helping 
poor and needy in time of sickness and also the church 
community projects as they arose. 

After much discussion the society was organized and 
named "Dorcas Society". Miss Gudbjorg Goodman was 
chosen president. 

At their first meeting, their first project was to prepare 
to send clothing and food parcels to all the Icelandic 
soldiers from the community for Christmas 1916. They 
also wrote a lot of letters, all through the war years. 

From then on they worked feverishly - they bought 
yarn and knit socks, sweaters, touques, scarves, mitts and 
gloves, and also sent other clothing and baked fruit cakes 
and cookies for the food parcels. 

When the war ended the Dorcas Society had around 
$200.00. At following meetings their thoughts turned 
more to church needs and community affairs. After 
much discussion about giving money toward an altar for 
Frelsis Church, a committee was chpsen, being Gudbjorg 
Goodman, Lauga Johannesson and Anna Sveinson to 
meet with a committee from the congregation and 
Ladies' Aid to discuss this matter. It was whole-heartedly 
agreed on and a beautiful altar was bought for the 

Dorcas Society members, 1916-1917. Back Row: Sigrun Finlay, Sarah 
Schultz (guest), Anna Sveinson, ? , Runa Hall, Hilla Johnson, Sena 
Anderson, ? , Tina Hannah. Second Row: Jennie Peterson, Kristin 
Christopherson, Mrs. Chris Sveinson, Jennie Johnson (guest), Gudborg 
Goodman, Arora Arason, Olga Arason, Becky Goodman. Front Row: 
Bjorg Swainson, Borga Isjeld. Carrie Helgason is missing from the 
picture. . 
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church. 
The Dorcas Society was instrumental in starting a fund 

to raise money to send a young mother of three small 
children, who was hopelessly crippled from arthritis, to 
Soap Lake, Washington, U.S.A. for treatments. They 
contacted the Ladies' Aid and together they went ahead. 
The whole municipality and other organizations became 
very enthused and contributed generously and a total of 
$2,000.00 was collected and this little young mother was 
sent to Soap Lake for treatments. 

The Dorcas Society also donated to Jon Bjarnason 
Academy, Betel Old Folks Home, and all Icelandic 
patients at Ninette Sanatorium. They helped in many 
ways in the community - to widows when in need and 
always at time of sickness. 

In 1927, their membership was low - and even fewer in 
the Ladies' Aid. In August, 1927, the Dorcas disbanded 
and joined the Ladies' Aid and so the two societies 
carried on their good work in the name of Ladies' Aid. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETY OF GRUND 

The Grund Young People's Society was organized in 
Skjaldbreid Hall on July 9, 1930. Heimir Thorgrimson 
was elected chairman, and introduced Mr. Edgar Smith 
of Glenboro, who spoke on the work and activities of 
such clubs. As a suitable program for each meeting he 
suggested the four-fold plan, namely four periods: 
devotional, intellectual, social and physical. 

Officers were then elected: President - Arni Sveinsson; 
Vice-President - Chris Helgason; Secretary - Veiga 
Christopherson; Treasurer - Sigrun Sveinsson. 

The four-fold program was adopted and was followed 
thereafter. Short programs, sing-songs, games, square 
dancing, badminton and lunch were all popular. 

On July 20, 1930, 40 members were present, as well as 
Rev. and Mrs. E. Fafnis, who were made honourary 
members, and Mrs. Lauga Johanneson, who was elected 
leader of the group. 

Also active at the time were the "Amicus Club" of 
Glenboro, "Bru Young People's Society" and "Baldur 
Community Club", and in 1931, the trend toward one 
club entertaining another as guests at their meetings was 
started. 

In July, Grund and Bru sponsored a Sunday picnic at 
Ninette Sanatorium, and in March, 1933, a meeting was 
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Thorsteinson. 
Mrs. Thorsteinson who was totally crippled with ar
thritis, spoke her thanks and appreciation for this 
gesture. 

The activities and projects of the Grund Y.P.S. in
cluded tidying up in the graveyard; house cleaning Argyle 
Hall, presenting mixed programs at gatherings and 
sponsoring dances - or "Tombola" and dance to raise 
funds. 

In retrospect it seems evident that these four 
organizations contributed greatly to the social and 
cultural elements in this area of Argyle, and brightened 
the lives of their fellow citizens, as well as their own, by 
thoughtfulness toward others and unselfish diligence in 
their efforts. 
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HujjSchool built in 1898. 
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HUFF SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 948 

. 
CONCERT 

--TO BE :HELD IN---

HUFF SCHOOL, 
--ON--

FI-lIDA Y, DEC:~~8TH., 
LUNOH AFTER OONOERT. 

ADMISSION ')'""C ...-..Jt.J • 

In 1898, Huff School District was organized. The first 
trustees were John Hiscock, H.H. Huffman and James 
Strang. James Strang was the first secretary-treasurer and 
held that office until 1918. 

After many meetings were held in July, it was decided 
to build the school on the southwest corner of 31-4-13, 
with the contract of J .A. Huffman being accepted. He 
said he would provide all the material and finish the job 
by Oct. 15, at a cost of $439.43. The school was to be 
built on a stone foundation, 18 x 26 feet, with a 10 foot 
ceiling, and two coats of plaster. 

Miss M. McLennan was the first teacher, at a salary of 
$30.00 per month. 

The school was destroyed by fire on March 30, 1954. A 
small room was rented in the Baldur School to finish the 
term. A new school was built on the same site and 
reopened for the fall term. 

The last secretary-treasurer from 1951-1960 was John 
Hiscock. In 1960, the school closed. 

The following is a list of teachers employed at Huff 
School. 

1900 Emma Stewart $30.00 per month 
1901 Miss Ida Baker $40.00 per month 
1902-1903-1904 Edith Johnston $450.00 per year 
1905 Miss M. Hodgson and Miss Eva Porter $40.00 per 
month 
1906 Eva Porter and Miss Sarah Sigvaldason 
1907 Miss E. Playfair $500.00 per year 
1908 Miss S. Sigvaldason $550.00 per year 
1909 Miss S. Sigvaldason and Miss Ethel Kinley $550.00 
per year 
1910 Miss Annie McEwen, Mr. O.K. Schultz and Mr. 
E.A. Frayne 
1911 Mr. E.A. Frayne, Harold Rogers and Miss Jessie 
Stewart $60.00 per month 
1912 Miss Jessie Stewart $65.00 per month 
1913 Miss Jessie Stewart, Mr. Ivan Schultz, Miss B. 
McNivin, and Miss G. Brown 
1914 Ivan Schultz and Miss Coppinger $60.00 per month 
1915 Miss Coppinger and Miss Muriel Rankin $60.00 per 
month 
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1916 Miss M. Rankin 
1917 Miss M. Rankin, Miss Dora Fowler and Miss Clara 
Poole $60.00 per month 
1918 Clara Poole and Chrissie McLennan $70.00 per 
month 
1919 Chrissie McLennan and Mrs. M.E. McFarlane 
$75.00 per month 
1920 Miss M.E. McFarlane and Miss Irene Wray $85.00 
per month 
1920-1921 J.O. Aitken $100.00 per month 
1921-1922 Miss Margaret Moore $105.00 per month 
1922-1923 Miss Nettie Cramer and Mrs. Susan Ham
mond $1,000.00 per year 
1923-1924 Miss Lela Clement $1,000.00 per year 
1924-1927 Miss McLellan $750.00 per year 
1927 Miss L. Craik 
1927-1932 Miss McLellan $90.00 per month 
1932-1933-1934 Gordon Fines $500.00 per year 
1934-1935 Miss Ellen Frederickson $48.00 per month 
1935-1936 Miss Helen Lodge $48.00 per month 
1936-1937 Miss Margaret Allison and Miss Olive Mustard 
1938 Miss Scarlett (school closed second half) 

School reopened in August of 1943 with Miss Berle 
Davidson at a salary of $60.00 per month. 

1944-1945 Miss Sanders $76.00 per month 
1945-1946 Miss Anne Strang 
1946-1947 Miss Jean McLennan 
1947-1948 Miss Steinke 
1948-1949 Miss Cosgrove 
1949-1950 Mr. E.H. Brown 
1950-1951 Mr. Joe Runner $123.00 per month 
1951-1952 Mr. Issac Penner $104.00 per month 
1952-1957 Miss Freedy $175.00 to $213.00 per month 
1957-1959 Mrs. Aitkens $236.00 per month 
1959-1960 Norman Guilbert 

Class at Huff School with the drama cup for a one act play at festival in 
1951. Teacher Joe Runner at the back. Back Row: Bob Hiscock, Ted 
Dearsley, Toots McGill, Bubs McGill, Alan Dearsley and Jim Hiscock. 
Middle Row: Gerry DeKezel, Barry McGill, Norbert DeKezel, Barbara 
Wylie, Madeline DeKezel, Glen Hiscock. Front Row: Joan Dearsley 
and Lorette DeKezel. 
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Marringhurst School built in 1892. 
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MARRINGHURST SCHOOL NO. 231 

Marringhurst School in 1914. Back Row: Teacher, Miss Fargie, Una 
Ventress, Beth Cruikshank, Ruth Robinson, Annie Wilson, Bessie 
Wilson, Harvey Wilson, Orval Cruikshank. Centre Row: Flora 
Sansom, Mamie Conrad, Una Wilson, Margery Campbell. Front Row: 
Tim Conrad, ? , Jim Webb, Nester Cooper, ? , Fred Porter, Edgar 
Elsey, Oscar Ventress, Walter Wilson, Bert Sansom, Roy Woods, 
Harry and Alf Cooper, Roy Ventress. 

When the settlers who crossed the Pembina River and 
took up homesteads in the Marringhurst District had 
built themselves log homes, their next thought was to 
construct a building that would serve as a school during 
the week and a church on Sunday. 

Consequently in 1882, a log schoolhouse was erected 
on the NE corner of SE 30-3-12. This land was obtained 
from Mr. Wm. Walker, for $1.00. By 1884, enrolment 
had reached 26 pupils with Mr. Jas. Butchart employed 
as teacher; his salary for the year was $330. The records 
show that this school was No. 90 for a time, becoming 
No. 231. This school served the community for 10 years, 
when a new and larger one was built by Wm. Butchart in 
1892; on the present site, which is on the SE corner of NE 
30-3-12. The estimate for that year was $850. The 
Government paid a grant of $150 with the remainder to 
be paid by the district. A loan of $650 was secured from 
John Knox, who was registrar with the Land Titles Office 
in Pilot Mound; and $331 came from a building fund of 
the school board. The old log school was sold for $11.00. 
Wages paid to teachers in the early days ranged from 
$400 to $480 per annum. The records state that in 1890, 
Jake Elsey was hired for the following work: 
whitewashing outside and inside of school, cleaning floor 
and desks, blacking stove, puttying windows and 
mending doorstep, plastering where needed and banking 
the school. He provided his own material and was paid 
$6.00 for all of this. 

When the second school was built it had cross lighting; 
however this was changed to five windows on the south 
with two high ventilating windows on the north. During 
the late 1920's, the school was improved in appearance by 
the addition of a stucco finish. It did not stand up well 
but was done again successfully in 1936. 

In the very hard times of the thirties, the diets of 
everyone were deficient, but since growing children 
needed more, hot school lunches were started in the 
school every day during the winter months. These were 
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paid for by the school board, and supplemented by 
various concerts put on by the teacher and pupils. A 
skating rink, built near the school grounds by the 
residents, provided the children an opportunity to skate 
at noon hours. Adults and children enjoyed evening 
skating, carnivals and hockey games later, when a small 
building used for warmups and lights were put up. 

During and after the war the enrolment gradually 
decreased until in 1948, school was closed and the pupils 
went to Glenora and Goudney; their transportation paid 
by the district. In 1955, Marringhurst re-opened with an 
enrolment of eight pupils and Mrs. Doreen Davidson as 
teacher. At this time the school was remodelled inside, re
shingled and painted outside. Electricity and oil heating 
were installed. Church continued to be held on Sundays 
here as in the early days, with United Church ministers 
coming from Pilot Mound. In 1967, the school closed for 
the last time with the inception of consolidation and the 
children were transported to Pilot Mound Collegiate by 
bus. 

The longest records of service on the school board 
belong to Walter Cooper and Ralph Wilson; both with 30 
years; Mr. Wilson was secretary-treasurer for all but one 
of his years; and Wes Nelson was secretary-treasurer for 
all of his 20 years on the board. 

Since the school was in good condition and the grounds 
very beautiful; and because it was one of, if not the last, 
remaining old schools in Argyle R.M.; the residents 
decided to keep the building as it was and make a picnic 
park to honor pioneers. Barbecues were built, picnic 
tables made and a utility building constructed. A lovely 
cairn was designed and made by Paul DeMaertelaere, as 
were other items of masonry on the grounds. A contest 
was held to find a suitable name, and Marringhurst 
Pioneer Park has become a spot used by a great number 
of people during the summer months. 

Teachers of Marringhurst School 1882-1967 
No. 90 recorded first; then becoming No. 231 

1. Jas. Butchart 
2. George Standing 
3. Chris Lawrence 
4. Mr. Deardon 
5. Armand Hartley 
6. George B. Brown 

Last term in old school 
New School 

7. Miss Libby White 
8. Miss Mary Bradshaw 
9. Thomas Hicks 

10. Andrew F. Anderson 
11. Alfred White 
12. John A. McDonald 
13. V.L. Cooper 
14. Miss M.e. Jillet 
15. Miss Eva Hodgins 
16. Mr. Law 
17. G.R. McKersie 
18. Miss Leah Embury 
19. Miss Tena Hansen 
20. Miss Cynthia Chisholm (later Mrs. Agar) 

1882-85 
1886-87 
1887-89 

1890 
1890-91 
1891-92 

1892-93 
1893-97 

1897 
1897-98 
1898-99 

1899 
1900-1906 



21. Miss Vivian Durden 
22. Miss Margaret Ellis 
23. Miss E.M. Thorn 
24. Miss Olive Irwin 
25. Miss E.M. Reid 
26. Mr. Fred Balfour 
27. Miss Emma Thomas 
28. Miss May Pollock 
29. Miss Kathleen Kirkland 
30. Miss Mary Hazelwood 
31. Miss Marj orie Scott 
32. Miss Alice Ferris 
33. Miss Doreen Hutton 
34. Miss Olive Berg 
35. Miss Olive Shuttleworth 
36. Miss Alice Tomlin 
37. Miss Mary Striemer 
38. Miss Marie Griener 

School closed 1948-1955 
Re-opened with 

39. Mrs. Doreen Davidson (nee Hutton) in charge 
40. Miss Elsie Lumgair 
41. Mrs. Sadie Preston 
42. Mrs. Evelyn Jones 1967 

School closed again to consolidate with Pilot Mound. 

MARRINGHURST CEMETERY 

In 1889, two men by the names of Mr. Bell and Mr. 
Bellehouse donated two acres of land on 24-3-13 for a 
cemetery, especially for the Marringhurst and 
surrounding district. There are approximately 50 people 
buried there. One of the earliest grave markers is of Mrs. 
Margaret Bellehouse, July 24, 1891. A lot of early 
pioneers are buried in this cemetery. 

Local residents also built an Anglican Church in the 
early 1890's. It was built by a man from the Dry River 
district. Mr. and Mrs. Alex Brown of Glenora were the 
first couple married in the church on Dec. 2, 1893. 

After several years of neglect, a meeting was called in 
1977 to establish a new committee. Ben Brown was 
elected president with Una Odell, Nell and Ab Macklin, 
Freda Brown, Bert Sutton and Bert Sampson to serve on 
the board. Bob Avery was elected secretary. The first 
project was to build a fence to keep the cattle out. All the 
members of the committee donated money for continuing 
upkeep, which prompted others especially those with next 
of kin buried in the cemetery, to donate money. Ab 
Macklin and Ben Brown spent many hours working at the 
cemetery and were assisted by other interested people. 
The result is a lovely cemetery and it is hoped that a sign 
to mark the Marringhurst Cemetery will be erected in 
1981. 

MARRINGHURST DISTRICT 

John and Mrs. Wilson, with their two sons, Richard 
and James, and their daughter Louise, were one of the 
first pioneers of the Marringhurst district, arriving there 
in May, 1879. John homesteaded part of 21-3-12 and 
Richard part of 20-3-12. In the same year, Murdoch 

McQuarrie took up a homestead on 19-3-12, John 
Montague on 30-3-12, and John and Jacob Nelson on 32-
3-12. 

Mr. McQuarrie's home became the social centre for the 
district, as well as the post office. Mr. McQuarrie also 
started a blacksmith shop, and church services were held 
in his log house. 

HORSE THIEVES IN MARRINGHURST 

Quote from the' 'Baldur Gazette" , Oct. 27, 1904 

"The horse thieves, who have been so active along the 
line south, made a raid into the Marringhurst district on 
Sat. night, Oct. 15. The district was thrown into unusual 
excitement Sun. morning, on hearing that thieves had 
been at work during the night. Mr. John Campbell, on 
entering his stable, found that his best team had 
disappeared. He lost no time in acquainting the neigh
borhood of his loss and several parties were soon 
scouring the country. One party, on reaching the foot of 
Dempster's hill, discovered a dead horse, which proved 
to be 'Old Tom', as one of Mr. Campbell's horses was 
called. He had a bullet hole through his head. A further 
inspection of the vicinity, revealed a deserted en
campment, with evidence pointing to more than a short 
sojourn. It is supposed that the party or parties arrived 
some time Fri. intending to secure the horses on Fri. 
night, but were frustrated by Mr. Campbell, who was 
about all night, attending to threshing repairs. The theft 
took place quite early in the night, as several heard a rifle 
report about 10 o'clock and a Mr. Brown living in the 
valley, saw a rig with a horse tied behind, go furiously 
past. The cause of the shooting is a matter of conjecture. 
It is thought that 'Old Tom' refused to cross the bridge, 
over the side of which he once fell. Under the influence of 
liquor (an empty bottle was found nearby) and an
noyance, the thief dispatched the animal, probably also 
to guard against the animal's return leading to a pursuit, 
before the parties got well away. On Mon., it was further 
discovered that Mrs. Dempster's house had been broken 
into and several boxes and trunks robbed of their con
tents. " 

The unveiling oj the Cairn at Marringhurst in 1970. H. 
Einarson M.L.A. and Paul De Maertelaere. 
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1979 Centennial reunion at the Frank Wilson home. 

Wilson's bridge on the Pembina River. 

Cairn erected on the Wes Nelson farm in 1979, to commemorate the 
coming of John Nelson to this homestead in 1879. 

r -----

McQuarrie homestead. 

Marringhurst school museum at Pioneer Park. 
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Mimir School built in 1897. 

235 



MIMIR SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 891 

The first school in the area was Hecla No. 355, located 
in the southeast corner of SE 16-6-14, on the homestead 
quarter of Ami Sveinson across the road from the Byring 
Hallgrimson residence. 

Enrollment was drawn from an average radius of 
perhaps three to four miles by road allowance. The 
district was approximately 12 square miles. 

In 1897, two new schools were built. Hecla was re
loc~ted on 20-6-14, opposite the Thomas Jewsbury farm 
reSIdence and Mimir was built on the northwest corner of 
NE 32-5-14 which is half a mile west of Highway No.5. 
Both buildings were constructed by Baldwin Sigurdsson. 

On the original school board were: James Dale, 
secretary-treasurer, Hernit Christopherson and Hoseas 
!osephson; the first teacher was Miss Solveig (Sveinb
Jornson). She boarded at the home of Joseph Davidson 
on the south slope of "Christie's Hill". 

School days at Mimir were quite routine throughout 
the years. However, a number of highlights would be 
recalled by many, particularly of a social nature. 

In 1922, a fine second-hand reed organ was placed in 
the school, which greatly stimulated singing and music 
appreciation. Group singing in class was enhanced by the 
capable accompaniment of Agnes Davidson, who also 
p!ayed "Pop" songs during recess, joined by vocalizing 
gIrls .. Another result was that a social evening was 
orgamzed at the end of the term. A good mixed program 
was presented, followed by games, a social hour and 
lunc? Arbor Day was an interesting and rewarding time. 
PupIls brought rakes and shovels as well as scrubbing and 
cleaning supplies. 

During the 1920's and 1930's Hecla School combined 
with Mimir every year in a concert and Christmas tree at 
Victoria Church. The concerts were followed by a social 
hour for the adults while the children played games and, 
of course, there was "lunch". 

Old-time dances were a regular winter social time at 
Hecla School for some years and many from the Mimir 
district attended. The wonderful violin music of Frank 
Marsh, accompanied by Mrs. Tom Badger put "All" in a 
dancing mood. 

Yes, - life was less complicated and simple things were 
sincerely enjoyed and appreciated and remembered by 
many. 
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TEACHERS OF MIMIR SCHOOL DISTRICT 

1897 - Miss Solveig Swinburne 
1902 - Mr. Runolfur Fjelsted 

Miss Sarah Sigvaldson 
Miss Down 
Miss Florence Harrower 
Miss Myrtle Leslie 
Miss Esplin 
Miss Rosa Christopherson 
Miss Dora Dale 

1909 - Miss Sigrun Skardal 
1912 - Miss Guetsky 

1913 - Miss Freda Johnson 
1914 - Miss Mabel Joseph 
1915 - Miss Lena Davidson 
1918 - Miss Olive Irene Card 
1920 - Mr. C.A. Stoey 
1920 - Miss Lena Davidson 
1921 - Miss Ida Douglas 
1922 - Miss Emily C. Geddes 
1923 - Miss Margaret Anderson 
1924 - Mr. J. C. Stewart 
1926 - Miss Lang 
1927 - Mr. Bert Duncan 
1928 - Miss Violet Dale 
1931 - Mrs. Ingibjorg Sveinson 
1933 - Miss Earla Nattrass 
1937 - Miss Nellie Fraser 
1938 - Mr. Al Diamond 
1941 - Miss Kathleen Dowd 
1942 - Mr. Donald Barker 
1943 - Miss Jona Paulson 
1944 - Miss Beryl Davidson 
1945 - Miss Laura McShane 
1946 - Miss Phyllis Fetterman 
1946 - Miss Joan Sundall 
1947 to 1955 - School was closed 
1955 to 1959 - Mrs. Irene Scott 
1959 - Mimir School consolidated with Tiger Hills 

School Division. 

Last Board members were Bill Biles, John Barr, and 
Albert Hallgrimson. 

Former schoolmates at Mimir (taken beside the school about 1927 or 
1928). Elmer Johnson, Svein Sveinsson, Ami Sveinsson, Frank 
Skardal, Sigrun Sveinsson, Aurora Johnson, Herman Johnson. 
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Neelin two-room School built in 1944. 
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NEELIN SCHOOLS 

The decision was made in 1886, to organize the 
Roseberry S.D. No. 429. The first trustees were H.N. 
Cooper, J. Neelin, J. Harrower. Mr. H.N. Cooper was 
the secretary-treasurer for 18 years. Owing to a 
devastating fire which swept the district that year, the 
school was not built until 1887. The site chosen was the 
southwest corner of 33-3-14, the land now owned and 
farmed by Nelson Cooper. The contractor was R.B. 
Watson and his contract was for a 20 x 30 foot building at 
a cost of $493.00. In 1887, the school opened, the first 
teacher being John Lawrence, at $35.00 per month. 
Other early teachers were, Mrs. Martin, John Cochen, C. 
Peters (who used to bicycle, weekends, to Grandview his 

Neelin School class in 1913. Back Row: Mr. Buttress, Teacher; Alex 
McLaren, Elizabeth Graham, Ella Fisher, Lome Henwood, Zebb 
Montroy, Charles McKay, Masten Williams, Mary Bourque, Mabel 
Ransom, Hazel Fisher, Henry McLaren, Minnie McLaren. Kneeling: 
Freddie Buttress, Jennie Campbell, Lillie Ransom, Jennie Fisher, Gwyn 
Williams, Maudie McKay, Celia Beaulac. Sitting: Barney Bolton, 
George Montroy, George Beaulac, Lome McLaren, Vaughan Williams, 
William Bolton, Winnie Buttress, Clara McKay, Elsie Williams. 
Missing: Gordon Henwood. 
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home,) A. McGinnis, A.E. Buttress, Rose, Ross, Miss 
Kitty Lockerby, Miss B. Leece and Miss Carrie Cum
ming. One teacher was dismissed because he taught by 
sound - the parents fearing for his sanity. 

In 1907, the school was moved to Neelin, by 20 teams 
of horses, and served the purpose until 1944, when the 
brick school was built. This school was used until 1950, 
when it burned. The first teacher here was Miss Carrie 
Cummings and those following were: the Misses, M. 
Leece, S. Gardiner, M. Little, E. Hettie, M. Cummings, 
A. Winram, M. Castell, K. Winder, 1. Hooker, 1. 
Garnett, B. McKenzie, F. Cullen, E. Hopking, E. Beatty, 
L. McDonald and J. Reikie, Mr. A.E. Buttress and C. 
Goodridge, who shocked some folks by attending 
"Divine Service" wearing moccasins. 

In 1921, a group of interested parents, with children of 
high school age, purchased the vacant bank building, 
fitted it as a school, and hired a qualified teacher, Miss 
Warner, of Miami. Until the attendance of pupils 
warranted being accepted by the Manitoba School 
system, their children received Grade IX to XI in this 
manner. From then on students went through to Grade 
XI there and to some other high school for Grade XII. 

Buzz Winram with piper in foreground on Field Day at Neelin School in 
1947. 

HISTORY OF NEELIN 

There is very little history available of the first people 
in Neelin. A number of Metis came after the Rebellion to 
occupy scrip land set aside by the government. That they 
were resident for some years was evinced by scrub fences 
built to keep their animals from straying. The well-worn 
paths along the slopes, the remains of the old roads, and 
winding ruts still discernible, show that they were used 
for many a long year. 

Joe and Roger Dacotah were among the first to come. 
With them came Mrs. Gosselin, grandmother of Mrs. 
John McKay and sister of Joe and Roger. They came 
about 1882. Since the Gosselins still have descendants in 
the area, and many other of those families have long 
since left, they have an on-going place in the history of 
Neelin. The Gosselin family consisted of: Paul, who lived 
near his mother, with his family; Michael, the hunter, 
who broke his back by a fall from his pony while chasing 



Picture taken in the very early years of Neelin. The store on the left corner is only one storey high, it later became a two-story building (now torn down). 
The post office is the tiny white building a little to the left of centre, with the bank on the right corner. This bank was later closed and used as a high 
school and then the Anglican Church. It now stands empty. There is a lumberyard and livery stable on the second street. 

buffalo over a steep slope on the banks of the Pembina, 
in a buffalo hunt; Eustache, who had a trading post at 
the west end of Rock Lake. The spot is not marked in any 
way but must have been at the south end of what is now 
Ken Riglin's farm, or on Murray McLaren's land. Mrs. 
Ramsay Montroy was the daughter of Eustace. Another 
Gosselin, Stanislas (Stanley), came much later, from St. 
John, N.D., and lived in this part for many years. Nancy 
was his daughter, and Mrs. John McKay, Lena, his 
granddaughter; "Cowboy" whose name was Paul 
Frederick, Paul and Mary Burke, Harry Ricker, were 
also grandchildren of Stanislas. Louis Montroy came 
about 1888. He was a highly respected citizen of the 
community, as the members of his family were: Ramsay, 
Pete, Emil, Zeb and George. The first four listed were all 
in WW I. Ramsay, Pete and Zeb returned. George 
enlisted in WW II, was one of the Hong Kong Veterans, 
returned, served as a bus driver (Winnipeg to Riverton) 
for many years and has retired in Riverton. Ramsay, a 
wonderful neighbour and friend, married Lily Gosselin, 
spent the rest of his days around Neelin and died there in 
1956. Ramsay and Lily had a family of six, only three of 
whom are living, in 1981. Fred, the oldest, is dead; Oliver 
still lives in the old home at the west end of Rock Lake; 
Evelyn, who became Mrs. Harry Stephens, died in 1945: 
Emil, died in 1944; Beatrice, Mrs. John Wark of Minto, 
was widowed in 1980, and lives in her home at Minto, 
among many good friends; Gertie, Mrs. Clifford McKay, 
lives at Greenway. 

In 1881, there travelled by ox-cart from Emerson the 
white pioneers of this district - namely Wm. Stark from 
Scotland, H.N. Cooper, wife and family from Carman, 
John Sexsmith, John and Joseph Neelin, with their wives 
and families from Winnipeg and Alex Kelso from the 
East. 

They squatted on the land they occupied and when it 
became necessary to lay claim, they were obliged to file at 

Deloraine, 50 miles away or Morden 70 miles distant and 
had to journey 80 miles to Emerson with a grist. 

They endured many hardships and privations, battling 
with cold in winter, terrible heat and mosquitoes, slow 
labour in summer and protecting their stock from beasts 
of prey, the wolf and bear. In 1885, anxieties were cast 
over the district by the outbreak of the Indians, known as 
the Riel Rebellion. It was a common occurrence to have 
bands of Indians or pairs of them approaching and 
demanding, not asking, for food and on one occasion 
they skulked off with the last loaf of bread in Mr. 
Cooper's house and the family was obliged to make 
bannock and eat what was in reach until Mr. Cooper 
returned with the grist. The Indians were in easy reach of 
these people since the Metis camped along the Pembina 
valley from Rock Lake to Pelican Lake. Their dead were 
buried en route. 

Mr. Stark was one of the early settlers. The first church 
services were held in his home, conducted by Rev. 
Hoskins, Methodist, and Rev. Currence, Presbyterian, 
and were carried on until 1899, when the Roseberry 
School accommodated the gatherings. The school was 
built in 1886, and later moved to Neelin. Church services, 
both Anglican and United, were held in the school at 
different times. 

South of the old Roseberry School in 1886, on SW 28-
3-14, Mr. John Neelin had a grocery store and part-time 
had the post office, the mail being driven from Pilot 
Mound. Before this, Alex Kelso had the mail at 
Moropano, five miles west of Roseberry. In 1905, a 
petition was circulated to have Moropano Post Office 
moved from John Cummings to the village of Neelin. 
This was approved by the whole community, and James 
Graham became the first postmaster, assisted by his 
daughter, Jean. When John Neelin moved away, the 
Roseberry Post Office went to H.N. Cooper and the mail 
came by C.N.R. 
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Very early settlers were John Harrower, John Clark, 
James Graham, Cummings, Somervilles, Eastons, 
Brimners, Andrew and Walter Mabon, Waitt Bros., Fred 
Stevens and H. Woods. For medical attention these 
settlers relied on Dr. Davidson at Cartwright or Dr. 
Riddell of Crystal City. 

In 1893, a prairie fire swept through and left 
devastation in its wake. It was not checked until it had 
reached J. Brinkworths. Trees, logs for buildings, game 
and stock were not spared. It burned the Cowie and 
Watson Grist and Sawmill. They did not rebuild. 

John Montague had two sawmills, one on the Neelin 
farm and one at Kelly's creek. For years, the Cooper 
Bros. operated a lime kiln east of the top of Victoria Hill. 

In 1902, rumours were abroad that a railway was 
coming. Surveyors, engineers and road officials were 
busy and the first survey studied was started on. Grading 
was done in 1903, and steel laid in 1904. 

Neelin started in 1906, and its name was taken from 
Joseph Neelin, on whose land part of the town was 
situated. Other names suggested were Rock Lake, 
Roseberry and Watsonville. 

An active curling club was started in 1926, with J.H. 
Cooper as president and T.E. Bramwell, secretary
treasurer. 

In 1909, telephones in the homes of the rural district 
were installed. It was a step forward in communication to 
be linked up with towns where places of business could be 
contacted, and to neighbours, for either a social chat or 
discussion of more serious matters. 

Mrs. Henwood used to run a boarding house. There 
are many people who have kindly memories of Mrs. 
Henwood, especially those new to the town, or in need of 
some kind friends. 

Some bachelors played a part in the Neelin community 
and are a part of its history. 

Lance Walker, who had been a constable for many 
years in England, came to Canada in the early days of 
Neelin. For 30 years he worked for different people, 
finally at George Cooper's. His marker in the Neelin 
Cemetery, made by the men of the community, shows he 
died in 1957. 

Mr. MacDonald, a man who had suffered the loss of 
one leg, came from one of the maritime provinces. He 
worked in Neelin at many jobs, repairing boots, cars, 
almost anything repairable. He sold meat for a time. In 
later years his health failed and he had to give in to going 
to Winnipeg, where he was hospitalized and where he 
died. 

The section men were a worthy part of the business 
life. The foremen were W. Huddlestone, first resident of 
Neelin, and Wm. Frederickson from Baldur; and John 
Trinder from Lowe Farm. 

Neelin had two happy re-unions. In 1967, a Centennial 
Inter-Faith Service was held, and the curling rink served 
as a meeting-place for some 250 people. Here friends, 
with a handshake, a word of greeting, bridged the gap of 
time and brought back many memories of the long ago 
and of those who now live elsewhere but Argyle. In 1970, 
these old friends had a chance again to meet, at 
Manitoba's Centennial. Let the dedication of the cairn in 
1982, not be the last of the gatherings in these beautiful 
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surroundings. 
It is a pity to watch a town decrease in numbers, almost 

to the point of extinction. When the children were 
transported by bus, the change was obvious. The old 
Neelin was altered in many ways. Such a lovely location 
for a town, many of those who had lived there wish they 
had been able to retire there. Long years ago, Bishop 
Thomas of Brandon, speaking in the Anglican Church in 
Neelin, called it "the most beautiful valley outside my 
own country, Wales". That brought feelings of pride, 
and appreciation, from the old friends. 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH AND W.A. 

. Anglican Church in Neelin. 

Old-timers always took their religion seriously. The 
first church services were held in Mr. W. Stark's home 
and then transferred to the Roseberry School in 1899. 
Church services continued in the school after it was 
moved to Neelin. 

During this time there was always an active W.A., 
meeting their commitments, which included much 
missionary work. 

In 1950, when the school burned, the Anglican 
members lost all their furniture and furnishings. When 
the new two-room school was built, the W.A. purchased 
the building known as the high school. The building was 
renovated and a piece added on. The furnishings were 
donated from a closed church in Oak River. Finally, after 
more than 50 years, the members of the Neelin Anglican 
Church had their own church which Bishop Norris of 
Brandon consecrated in 1952. 

Offices changed hands through the years and though 
membership declined the ladies carried on. Finally, with 
the shift of the population, the church and W.A. both 
closed in the early 1970's. 



Interior St. Paul's Anglican Church. 

NEELIN UNITED CHURCH 

As with any church in a small community, the Neelin 
United Church played an important role in both the 
religious and social life of the district. Families and 
neighbours gathered for Sunday services, weddings and 
funerals. 

Some of the families living south of the Neelin valley 
had been holding Presbyterian services in North Derby 
School. They approached people around Neelin to form a 
new congregation, with services to be held in Neelin 
School, about 1923. Rev. T.D. Barnett was the minister. 
In 1925, they became a congregation of the United 
Church of Canada, Neelin being a point on Cartwright, 
Holmfield, Neelin charge. 

The Ladies' Aid organization was formed a few years 
later. Some of the earlier members included: Mrs. R. 
Withers, Mrs. T. Lumb, Mrs. C. Lumb, Mrs. W. 
Henwood, Mrs. G. Weedmark, Mrs. A. Lockerby, Mrs. 
A. Jackson, Mrs. F. Aikenhead, Mrs. P. Neelin, Mrs. J. 
Cooper, Mrs. Mabon, Mrs. N. Mabon, Mrs. J. Gillies, 
Mrs. R. Somerville, Mrs. C. Angell, Mrs; A. Weedmark, 
Mrs. M. Archibald, Mrs. H. Bulmer, Mrs. E. Mabon. 

The ladies worked hard at fund raising, fall suppers, 
bazaars and lunches. By 1936, they had accumulated 
$1,000 to erect a new church building in Neelin, on land 
donated by Mr. W. Henwood. The first excavation was 
made May 10, 1936. The building was frame, 32 x 34, 
with full-size basement. All labour was volunteer with the 
exception of Mr. F. Atterbury, a local carpenter, who 
supervised the building operation. 

On July 26, 1936, the opening and dedication of the 
new church was held with morning service conducted by 
R.C. Studd of Crystal City, assisted by A. McKim 
Young. The first hymn sung in the new church was 
"Unto the Hills Around". Many thought this was most 
appropriate, considering the beauty of the valley, 
surrounded by hills, peace and quiet. 

The keys of the church were presented by Mr. W. 
Henwood and Mr. G. Weedmark, accepted by Rev. 
Studd for United Church of Canada. The pulpit and 
chair were a gift from the Baldur United Church. 
Evening service was conducted by Rev. B.W. Allison of 
Ninga. The pews in the church were bought in 1944, and 

dedicated on Oct. 1, 1944. 
The 25th anniversary of Neelin United Church was 

held July 30, 1961. Rev. Studd again took the service. At 
this time a baptismal font, and a communion table, given 
by the Henwood families in memory of their parents, and 
a hymn board, made by E. Mabon, were dedicated. 
Ministers over the years included: 

Rev. T.D. Barnett 
Rev. G.c. Parker 
Rev. A. McKim Young 
Rev. G.W. Hinds 
Rev. A. Grant Smith 
Rev. Greer W. Boyce 
Rev. J.W. Bray 
Rev. F. Muldrew 
Rev. A. Hauser 
Mr. G. Fulford 
Dr. E.H. Bradley 
Mr. S. Stutely 
Dr. A. Churchill 
Rev. Ian MacDonald 
Rev. Ken Gallinger, P. Buhler 
Rev. John Lea 

1923-1930 
1930-1934 
1934-1939 
1939-1942 
1942-1948 
1948-1953 
1953-1956 
1956-1959 
1959-1961 
1961-1962 
1962-1966 
1966-1968 
1968-1971 
1971-1973 
1973-1976 
1976-1978 

Organists over the years included, G. Henwood, M. 
Easton, I. Bolton, E. Lockerby, I. Lockerby, E. Smith, 
Eva McLaren, Nellie Mabon, Gwen Henwood and 
Florence Smith. 

Sunday School services had been held along with 
regular church service. During the 1940's there was a 
young people's society group. 

When Neelin School burned in 1950, the church was 
used as a school building while the new school was being 
built. 

Due to declining congregation, services in the little 
church ceased after 42 years, in December, 1978. At the 
present time the church is still being maintained for the 
use of the community. 

Neelin United Church built in 1936. 
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MAP OF NEELIN BUSINESS PLACES 

1. Ben Free's poolroom 
2. Newton's hardware store 
3. Jim Graham's store 
4. Bolton and Way's store 
5. Harry Bolton's post office 
6. Neate's store and barber shop 
7. Laughlin bank 
8. Thompson's feed building 
9. Mr. Way's lumberyard 

10. McCreary and Pritchard 
11. The old livery barn 
12. Bob Fisher's smithy 
13. Easton's implement shop 
14. Oscar Beatty's hardware 
15. Community Hall 
16. Hugh McKay's Post Office 
17. Mr. Aikenhead's lumberyard 
18. Mr. Aikenhead's garage 
19. C.N.R. station 
20. Weigh Scales 
21. Pool Elevator 
22. Grain Grower's Elevator 

BUSINESS PLACES IN NEELIN 

1. Ben Free had a poolroom in this location. Ernie 
Bannerman and Ramsay Montroy operated it. When 
Rosie Green took a barber's course, she set up shop 
in one side of this building and ran a successful 
business. 

2. This building was moved to this spot by George 
Neelin, who handled the business of one or more 
machine companies. John McKay bought it and put 
in hardware. For a time it stood idle. Then Harry 
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Newton bought it. He and Frank, his son, carried on 
the hardware business here for years. After the 
business closed down, due to changes in the times, 
Frank took the building down and used it in building 
a cottage at the west end of Rock Lake. 

3. Jim Graham built a store and post office, about 
1905, and for many years his daughter Jean, had the 
post office. Mr. MacDonald and Cecil Henwood 
then used the back part, for their car repair. Then it 
was a butcher shop for years, with Stan Wright in 
charge, followed by Fred Bramwell for some years 
during the 1920's and early 1930's. When Buzz and 
Etta Winram rented the building, they set up 
residence in it, and had a small confectionery in part 
of it. In 1945, they moved and it became a residence 
for Pool Elevator men. The Aberys lived there, Mr. 
McLeisch, then Vic and Audrey Janz. Fred Everett 
bought the building and tore it down for the lumber. 

Bolton and Way store in Neelin in 1908. John Mabon, Colin McGill, 
Andy Easton, Lou Montroy, Harry Cooper, Henry Green, Seated; 
Harry Bolton, Jim Graham at right, Bill Roger's team. 



4. Mr. Bolton and Mr. Way built the corner store and 
post office in the corner, in 1905. There was room 
upstairs (Mr. and Mrs. Way occupied this until they 
built a house) and Boltons lived in the west half of 
the building, downstairs. In 1911, Mr. Bolton lost the 
post office, through politics, and built another. 
About 1920, Andrew Embury bought the building 
and carried on the business until 1928, when it was 
sold to Mr. Aikenhead. In 1944, Ben Brown took it 
over, and Wyatt Polson bought from him about 
1954. He was the last merchant to occupy the store. 
Wyatt sold the business and the place was torn down. 

5. When Harry Bolton lost the post office he built one 
in this location, approximately 1920. In 1946, Hugh 
McKay bought the building and moved it across the 
street to the location marked No. 16. It was sold at 
auction in 1959, and moved to Bob Somerville's 
farm. 

Fred Neate injront oj his barber shop in Neelin. 

6. Different families lived in the building, each a short 
time. Then Mr. Neate bought it and built on a piece 
to the north. It was Mr. and Mrs. Neate's home for 
years. Dick Vesey ran the barber shop for some time, 
after Mr. Neate's health forced him to give it up. Mr. 
Young followed, then Joe Barnes carried on the 
poolroom. In 1945, Winrams bought it and had a 
little restaurant and store, with the post office at the 
front. After they gave it up, John Lockerbys lived in 
it a few years and sold it to Mr. Reimer. 

7. The Laughlin bank was built by Andrew Laughlin as 
a private bank, then taken over by his son, Hugh, 
who ran it for the Bank of Toronto. Mr. McMillan, 
then Mr. Chapin, were managers, following Hugh 
Laughlin's move to Cartwright. When the bank 
business was removed to Cartwright it was empty for 
a time. About 1921, it was rented by a group of 
families, in need of a high school. Each paid $100 to 
get it started, then $15 a month. The first teacher was 
Miss Warner of Miami, who taught Grades IX, X 
and XI. The Anglican Church then bought the 
building and fixed it up to meet their needs. The 
United Church used it until they built their own, in 
1936. 

8. In early years of Neelin, Geo. Thompson had a feed 
grinding business. The house then became a residence 
and is now in Cartwright. 

9. Mr. Way's lumberyard was operated for Rat Portage 
Lumber Co., then Imperial Lumber Co. When Mr. 
Way sold all the lumber, Mr. MacDonald lived in it 
for years, doing different types of repair. Lome 
Williamson had it a while, then sold it to Hugh 
McKay in 1945. It was torn down. 

10. McCreary and Pritchard had a hardware in the early 
1900's. John and Allie McKay had a general store 
from 1910 until it burned, in the 1920's. 

11. The livery barn was used for many years, finally it 
burned down at the same time as the McKay general 
store. 

12. Bob Fisher's blacksmith shop, in the 1900's, played 
an important part in those years of horses and the 
more simple machinery in use at that time. Children 
loved to watch the shoeing of a horse. 

13. Mr. Easton had an implement shop for years. It 
burned down. 

14. The original building was Oscar Beatty's hardware. 
Mr. Dickens bought it and had a grocery store there 
until 1924. When this shop was owned by two 
strangers from Winnipeg, it burned down. Later, 
Ben Brown built an electric shop here. When he 
bought the Aikenhead business, Ben's building was 
moved to Glenora. 

15. As Mr. Aikenhead's business thrived, he bought 
from Neelins a strip of land down the east side of 
town. Here a hall was built. George Porter took the 
hall over from Mr. Aikenhead, and it became a 
community hall. 

16. Hugh McKay's post office. 
17. Mr. Aikenhead built a lumberyard in the 1920's. He 

sold it to Lome Williamson, who sold it to Hugh 
McKay. In 1959, it was torn down. 

18. Mr. Aikenhead had a garage built. It was operated by 
Charlie McKay for a time, then Lloyd Smith bought 
it. Owners were Russ Canfield and Dave Botting, 
Frank Towns for a time, and then Roy Bateman 
bought it. The building still stands. 

THEWAKOPA 

The Wakopa subdivision was started in 1903, and 
grading reached Wakopa, a distance of 52 miles. The 
rails were laid in 1906, to Wakopa, and later extended to 
Deloraine terminal. 

The railway was the heart and soul of small towns like 
Neelin; it was the only means of transportation both for 
passengers and freight of all kinds, livestock, grain and 
fuel. 

Flour was brought in by carload lots by Western 
Canada Elevator Company. The railways flourished until 
trucks and cars became general after WW I. 

There was a daily mixed train except Sunday which 
meant passenger car or cars attached to freight cars. 
Sometimes the heavy snowstorm delayed the train for 
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several days. 
Some of the agents at Neelin were Mr. Upton, Mr. Bill 

Easterly, George Richens, Art Skinner, Bruce McLeish. 
Some of the foremen were George Giddings, Bill 
Huddlestone, Sr., John Trinder, Calvin Angel, Alex. 
Rivist. Some of the regular men were Mr. Bill Henwood, 
Enoch Tomlin, Stan Wright, Ben Free. 

All mail and perishable goods came by train. The mail 
was sorted for in-between stations by mail clerks on the 
train, so a letter could be mailed one day and an answer 
arrive by next day. 

Most farmers used to load cars of grain from the 
loading platform. In the winter the town would be alive 
with teams and sleighs bringing the grain. 

The water tank for the steam-engines was located at 
Neelin and when the grain trains were running, it was a 
busy stopping place. 

The decline of the railway began when the trucks took 
over much of the goods handled by the railway. Grain 
continued to be shipped by rail until 1978. 

The line was dismantled from Deloraine to Neelin 
some 18 to 20 years ago, then it was removed entirely in 
1978. 

NEELIN GRAIN ELEVATORS 

Shortly after the C.N.R. went through Neelin, the first 
grain elevator was built, by the Western Canada Flour 
Mills Company. Andrew Easton operated it as long as it 
remained under that name. 

In 1928, the Grain Growers built a second elevator. 
Wilbur Ross was the first operator and Mac Archibald 
was his successor. 

The first organizational meeting of the Neelin Pool 
Elevator was held in October, 1940. The chairman of the 
first board was F.A. Neelin and the board members were: 
J .H. Cooper; J. Lockerby; P.L. McLaren (secretary); 
H.D. McLaren; Alfred Neelin; and N. Mabon. 

The last meeting of the Neelin Pool Board was held on 
June 28, 1978. The last board members were: M. Turner 
(chairman); R.E. Mabon; J .A. Riglin, (secretary); D. 
McGill; C.B. Darling and K.A. Riglin. The last agent in 
Neelin was Fred Bowles. The elevator closed in 1978. 

The Pool took over the Western Canada Flour Mills 
elevator and Mr. Easton retired. Larry Abery was 
manager, then Vic Janz. In 1966, Fred Bowles became 
operator and the two elevators were competitors. In 1969 
or 1970, the Manitoba Pool took over the Grain 
Growers. Trucking was taking over the delivery of grain. 
In 1973, the elevator was closed, peace and quiet reigned 

, where there had been such activity, so vital to the 
community. 

NEELIN CEMETERY 

Neelin Cemetery was established at a meeting held on 
April 6, 1917. The land was acquired from The Scottish 
and Manitoba Land Company (A. Bain, Commissioner) 
for $25.00. The Deed, No. 136209, describes the parcel of 
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land as northerly 210 feet, westerly 210 feet of NW 19-3-
14 in the Rural Municipality of Argyle. The land was 
unbroken and covered with trees and brush. Mr. Louis 
McKay was hired to break the land for the sum of $20.00: 
Mr. Jos. Ransome for dis king $15.00: and R. Williamson 
and Geo. Weedmark for fencing, $25.00 each. Original 
cost for establishing the cemetery was $177 .95. The first 
plots were sold for $5.00, which was increased to $10.00 
in 1918. 

According to information on gravestones, it would 
appear that Miss Isabella Graham, a sister of Mr. James 
Graham, was the first person buried in the new cemetery 
in 1917. 

The following are the minutes from the first meeting, 
verbatim: 

"A Cemetery Meeting was held at Neelin on Friday, 
April 6, 1917, with Walter Mabon in the chair. Moved by 
James Graham, seconded by G. Way, that a committee 
be appointed to take charge of business in connection 
with the cemetery, said committee to hold office for one 
year. That Mr. Geo. Weedmark, Mr. Robt. Fisher, Mr. 
Jas. Graham, Mr. Robt. Williamson, and Mr. Thos. 
East, be above mentioned committee. Carried." 

COMMUNITY HALLS IN NEELIN 

Roseberry School was transformed into a hall where 
many dances, parties, and gatherings of any kind were 
held. Many were the happy times enjoyed by all. Age 
caused no restrictions, all would attend, babes in blankets 
would be piled on available desks. Lunches were supplied 
by the ladies. It was a spot to remember. Mr. Aikenhead 
bought the building and a bit of the lumber was used in a 
new hall that was built by Mr. Aikenhead. It stands to 
this day. 

In the new hall there was much more room for the 
dancing feet. 

No large payment for the orchestra was provided, nor 
desired. The hat was passed to cover necessary expenses. 

Changing times took many away from Neelin, distance 
was appealing, and many times the hall stood idle. At 
Centennial celebrations it was much in use. Since then, it 
stands idle, dreaming of better times, except on occasion 
when a shower or anniversary is celebrated there. There is 
a feeling of warmth, of the old spirit, to those who enter. 
One wonders if the old hall is haunted? By laughter and 
friendship, perhaps. 

DANCE ORCHESTRAS 

Dance parties were a very popular form of winter 
entertainment. The dances were held in the hall and also 
many homes and were quickly and easily organized. The 
ladies brought lunch and the boys paid a nominal 
amount, often 25¢, to pay for the hall. The music was 
supplied by anyone who could play an instrument and 
was willing to take a place by the piano, when they might 
have preferred the dance floor. The parties included all 



types of dances and the square dances were very popular. 
W.G. Cummings was an excellent caller and was in 
demand in many areas. 

Robert Somerville and Johnnie Cummings, ac
companied at the piano by Gladys Aitken, (Mrs. Johnnie 
Cummings) were very generous with their talents and 
provided dance music for many parties. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wes Robinson also played and when they moved from 
the district, Mr. and Mrs. Watt Robinson provided 
excellent dance music for all types of dances. 

Later, Robert (Barney) Bolton and Gordon Henwood 
joined Watt and Mrs. Robinson to form an orchestra. 
They played for the local dances as well as dances in 
towns adjacent to Neelin. When Barney Bolton left the 
district, Lloyd Smith joined the group and they continued 
to provide music for dances in many areas including 
summer dances at Avery's Resort, Rock Lake. 

Gordon Henwood left the district in 1937. The or
chestra continued to provide music for many dances. 
Memories of the good times had by all do not fade. 

CURLING AT NEELIN 

In 1926, on land donated by the Neelin family and 
situated on the southwest corner of the town, the first 
curling rink was built. There was just one sheet of ice and 
20 to 24 rinks, so the addition of a second sheet was 
realized, plus a fence enclosure to the south for skating 
and hockey. The lighting source was a 32-volt Delco 
plant. 

In 1947, it was decided the community needed a new 
rink. The old one was torn down and this, along with 
rafters made from lumber of a hangar at Souris, formed 
the new Memorial Rink. This building was situated in a 
more accessible spot, south of the railway tracks, on land 
again donated by Mr. Frank Neelin. 

This building had an upstairs from which you could 
not only watch curling, but during bonspiels many meals 
and cups of coffee were served. Hydro was put in, a great 
improvement in lighting. 

In 1963, the Memorial Rink burned and after much 
deliberation it was decided to replace it. But like so many 
other community projects, it remains quiet. 

NEELIN BASEBALL 

About 1913-1915, the team at that time won the cup 
three years in a row. Some of the teams in the league 
were: Holmfield, Cartwright, Glenora and Greenway. 
The players on the Neelin team were: Catchers, Stan and 
Fred Bramwell; Pitchers, Peter Montroy, Tommy 
McKay, Louis McKay, George Somerville, Harvey 
Dalzell; first base: Bob Somerville; second base: Emili 
Montroy. Other players: John Cumming, left field; 
Morris Miller, George Way, Manager, Captain. Spare: 
Walter Roller, Charlie Bramwell, Cecil Henwood. 

Alex Montroy was a catcher as well. It is unfortunate 
that now, 1981, no one seems able to find where the 
trophy is. 

NEELIN 4-H BEEF CLUB 

The Neelin 4-H Beef Calf Club organized on Nov. 23, 
1948, with Murray Gillies as leader and Currie Maxwell 
as assistant. 

The meetings were held at Neelin High School and at 
Hamlin School as well. In later years the meetings were 
held at the Neelin School as well as at the homes of the 
members. 

A raffle on a plate, won by Mrs. John Cummings, 
netted the club $17.00 and a dance brought $58.00 profit 
that first year. In the following year raffles, lunches and 
whist drives, proved to be the money makers for the club. 

Other social activities in which the club was involved 
through the years were ball games, weiner roasts, curling, 
and trips to the winter fair. Educational trips were also 
taken over the years to many interesting places. 

The club members took part in public speaking at their 
meetings, that first year, as so many of them do in clubs 
today. 

For their first achievement and rally, the members and 
leaders purchased sport-shirts from the local store owner, 
Ben Brown. 

The achievements were held in Neelin and always drew 
a large crowd. 

The first year saw the club going to Glenboro for the 
rally. That was also the place where a few tears were shed 
as the members said "Good Bye" to their calves at the 
sale. (If members did not have transportation to get their 
calves to rally, Don Stephens took them in the Neelin 
Transfer). 

In later years the top calves went to Ninette Fair after 
the Neelin achievement. 

The 4-H Club continued to operate until 1975-1976, 
when lack of members made it impossible to carryon. 

Neelin Beef Club in 1967. Leader Bruce Mabon at back. Grant Gillies, 
Bobby Gillies, Gerri-Lynn Ward, Kathy Gillies, Debbie Dalman, Joan 
Breault, Laurie Gillies. 
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Neelin High School class in 1926. Front Row: Evelyn Newton, Harvey 
Easton, Harold Newton, Etta Beatty, Irene McKay. Second Row: Miss 
F. Warner, May Cooper, Elizabeth McKenzie, Lottie Aitken, Wylma 
Cooper, Thelma Lumb. Back Row: Bill Easton, Phyllis Cooper, Helen 
Cumming, Casey Shaw, Viola Barrett, and Orland Lumb. 

THE KNIGHTS OF THE MACCABEES 

Another organization that formed a part of the society 
at Neelin was the Knights of the Maccabees, for a few 
years only, early in the 1920's. No records from this 
group can be found, only a few names of those who were 
members are at hand. Some of them were as follows: Mr. 
Wm. Henwood, J.R. Kelly, Mr. George Cooper, Percy 
King, Joe and Arthur Webb, Ben Free, George Bolack 
and members of the Weedmark family. 

The Maccabees is a fraternal and insurance 
organization, still active in the U.S., and in Alberta and 
Ontario at least, but few "tents" in Canada. Two, ap
parently, are still alive in Calgary. 

In Neelin, the social aspect was uppermost, followed 
by the insurance aspect. The monthly "whist and dance" 

Neelin High School class in 1946. Back Row: Frances Neelin, Norma 
Anderson, Bob Cooney, Bruce Mabon, Alice Mabon, Ivan Mabon, 
Ross Ramage, Teacher. Front Row: Janet Thomson, Janet Cumming, 
Lois Brown, Barbara Thomson, Doreen McLaren. 

evenings were small groups, but very pleasant, many 
attending who were not necessarily members. Help, to 
any in need, was a principal theme of the organization. 
From this the insurance was developed and, over the 
years, became the main project, to such an extent, that 
the organization may have lost some of its' 'tents" . 

THE UNKNOWN TEACHER 

He awakens sleeping spirits. He quickens the indolent, 
encourages the eager, and stables the unsteady. He 
communicates his own joy in learning and shares with 
boys and girls the best treasures of his mind. He lights 
many candles which, in later years, will shine back to 
cheer him. This is his reward. 

Neelin in 1952. 
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Oliver School built in 1915. 
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OLIVER SCHOOL NO. 1766 

Oliver school was built in 1915, on NE 21-6-13. T.l. 
Hallgrimson was the contractor, and the entire con
struction cost $1,500.00. Besides the school, there were a 
barn and two out-houses. 

Some of the boarding places for the teachers were the 
homes of M. Nordal, Steini Hallgrimson, and J. 
Walterson. 

Teachers at Oliver School were: 

Runa Hallgrimson 
Rose Frederickson 
Borga Oliver 
Lara Solmundson 
Degelda Ownes 
Helen Garvey 
Melissa Lee 
Eileen Creighton 
Gladys Myers 
Eileen Laird 
Emma Olson 
Laura Jones 
Joyce Sigurdson 
Rita Christie 
Dora Johnson 

Winnifred Campbell from Holland taught there, but in 
the middle of the term she died from an appendicitis 
attack. 

Enrolment decreased to below eight in 1949, and the 
school was closed that year. The school building was 
purchased in 1950 by George Van Der Vennet, and still 
stands in his farmyard on NW 17-6-13. 

Threshing at the Hallgrimson farm, about 1940. Linda! picking sheaves 
and Steini on top of the separator. 
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Putting up hay in the 1930's. Linda!, Bjorn, Steini, Inga and Sigrun 
Hallgrimson. 

J.I. Case threshing outfil in 1912. Owned by Th. I. Hallgrimson, J.A. 
Walterson, Paul Anderson. 

QUOTES FROM THE 
"BALDUR GAZETTE" 

October, 1900 - If your neighbour is prosperous, let 
him prosper. Don't drag him down by growling and 
grunting at his success. Say a good word for him, en
courage him. Let it go at that. Don't be a knocker, 
nothing is so despicable as a knocker. Speak en
couragingly, or keep your mouth shut. Work and hustle, 
your turn will come. No man is the whole show. If your 
town is moving along nicely, feel good about it, help it 
move. Put your shoulder to the wheel and shove a little. 
Push. Try to get some of the benefit yourself. You are 
entitled to it if you work for it. Don't stand around like a 
shrivelled cadaver, snarling at every sunbeam that 
illuminates another's soul. Don't waste your time feeling 
sore because another fellow has more brains than you 
have. Do a little more hustling yourself. 



Rosehill School built in 1905. 
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ROSEHILL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 90 

Rosehill School class. Irvin Joel, Herman Joel, Siggie Joel, Audrey 
Johnson, Gwen Johnson, Orville Clark, _ Kozak, Donald 
McGillivray, _ Kozak, Lyall Clark, _ Kozak, Alice Joel, Ethel 
Joel. 

The early settlers of the district came about 1882-1883. 
They were not there long before they began to think of a 
school for their families. 

Such was the case in the Rosehill district. There were 
no records of just when the school board was elected. The 
first meeting of the board on record on Oct. 24, 1883, 
was held in the house of Charles Couzens who lived on 
22-4-14. 

Charles Couzens was chairman; trustees were Robb 
Johnstone who lived on SE 20-4-14: John Clark Sr. who 
lived on NE 10-4-14; and John Clark Jr. who was 
secretary. John Clark Jr. was instructed at this meeting to 
buy a tin box or leather bag, whichever was the cheapest. 
This box was for the secretary to carry the papers of the 
school district. This box was presented at the next 
meeting. The box is still in use. 

They also, at this time, asked for tenders for getting 
logs out with which to build the school. The next 
meeting, on Dec. 1, 1883, was held in the house of John 
Clark Jr. It was moved by chairman Mr. Couzens and 
seconded by Mr. Johnstone that Bond of Sec. be ac
cepted. The bond was then given into the care of the 
chairman. Communication was received from W.C. 
Donald, solicitor, informing the board that necessary 
papers had been drawn up for the school site on the 
northeast corner of 16-4-14. 

Two tenders were received for getting logs. One from 
Henry Clark for $75.00 and one from John Clark Jr. for 
$72.00. The one for $72.00 was accepted. 

The board then contacted R.B. Watson who lived on 
the north side of Pembina Valley, a mile or two west of 
where Neelin is now. 

At a later date, Mr. Watson offered to build a frame 
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school for $400.00 and have it finished by June 1, 1884. 
At a meeting in the home of Mr. Johnstone at a later date 
Mr. Watson was present. The board offered Mr. Watson, 
with some alterations, $510.00 to build the school 
provided he would take the 60 logs for $50.00 as part 
payment. 

At a later meeting the agreement was drawn and 
signed, Mr. Watson was to build the school for $510.00. 

The first annual meeting was held on Feb. 4, 1884. The 
trustee Mr. Johnstone was re-elected by acclamation. 
W.J. Porter and Thos. Leslie were elected auditors. 

A special meeting was held on April 20, 1884, to elect a 
trustee to take the place of trustee John Clark Sr. who 
had passed away from the result of a fall. Mr. Thos Leslie 
was elected to fill the vacancy. On May 17, 1884 a 
meeting was held. The application of E. W. Livingstone 
was accepted for position of teacher. 

On June 18, 1884, a meeting was held in the new 
school. A communication was read granting the request 
of the board for the abolition of summer holidays. So 
after a couple of years of work and planning by the board 
the school was in operation. 

The board then became involved in the duties of raising 
money to carryon. This was done by loans and deben
tures, grants from Municipality and Government. 

The secretary reported the letting of contract to W. J. 
Porter for two cords of oakwood and one of poplar for 
$8.50. 

More communications were received from other sides 
of the district wanting more of the district to form new 
school districts. 

The board seemed to have trouble securing teachers. 
Applications were being accepted and the teachers not 
turning up. The board laid a complaint to the department 
regarding this. 

By 1905, the board of that time began thinking of a 
new school. 

At a meeting of the board on March 3, 1905, the 
secretary was instructed to take steps to call a meeting of 
the ratepayers re borrowing money to build a new school. 

On March 22, 1905, at the meeting of the ratepayers, a 
vote was taken, on a motion to build a new school moved 
by R. Leslie and seconded by H. Wood. The motion 
carried seven to one. Three did not vote. 

The plans were made and tenders were called. A full 
meeting of the board was held on July 13, 1905. It was 
moved by R. Leslie, seconded by W.J. Porter that the 
tender of J .A. Huffman to furnish all the material and 
build the school according to plans for $845.00 be ac
cepted. The building to be completed by October, 1905. 

The Rosehill School no doubt received its name from 
the hill across the road, north of the school. The hill was 
on the southeast corner of 21-4-14. This hill afforded 
sleigh riding for the pupils in winter for many years. 

The school operated continuously until 1960. After a 
vote was taken, the district became part of the Tiger Hills 
School Division. 

Every family living in the district some time or other 
was represented on the Rosehill School Board. The Clark 
family was represented by four generations, the Embury 
family by three, and others by one or two. The school site 
returned to the original owner, the Stephen Leslie family. 



TEACHERS OF ROSEHILL S.D. NO. 90 

The first teacher in 1884 was E. W. Livingstone. There 
was no record of teachers then until 1893 
1893-1894 F.W. Dykes 
1894-1900 Miss Minnie Irvine 
1900 Miss Maggie C. Blackburn, Jennie Laing 
1901 Ida Irvine 
1902-1903 J.A. Bedford, D.C. Derrance, 

Fred Sexsmith 
1904-1905 
1906-1908 
1909 

1910-1911 
1912 
1913-1915 
1916 
1917 
1918-1921 
1921-1924 
1925 
1926-1931 
1932-1934 
1935-1937 
1938-1940 
1941-1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953-1955 
1956 
1957 

Morley Bell 
Miss E.S. Stewart 
Miss Henderson, 
Second half - G.W. Wilson, Maggie 
Blackburn 
Miss Edith Playfair 
Miss Jennie Perlin 
Miss E.M. Thorn $640.00 
Florence Fowler $600.00 
Miss M. Bateman $600.00 
Miss M. Gillies 
Edith Aitkin 
Ada Heritage, Irene Ross $80.00 per month 
Miss Pearl Smith $800.00 to $950.00 
Miss Christine McQuarrie $750.00 
Walter Hawn $550.00 
Winnifred Smith $500.00 to $550.00 
Dorothy Dearsley $650.00 
Janet Hay, first half; Doris Strang $700.00 
Thora Oliver $900.00 
Shirley Freedy $700.00 
Gay Catteew $950.00 
Donna Howell $950.00 
Leona Gislason $700.00 
Betty Vickers $1,100.00 
Donalda English 1,100.00 
Linda Hildebrandt $1,000.00 
Nelle Arbruthnot $1,850.00 
Madge Holder $2,000.00 - $2,500.00 
Elmer Myers $2,600.00 
G.W. Johnson, first half; Helen Smith, 
second half to the end 1960 $2,800-
$3,100.00 

Group of women from the Rosehill district, taken at Fred Wards. Back 
Row: Manda Ward and Hazel Stevens. Middle Row: Mina Lestie, Etta 
Campbell, Mrs. E. Embury, Mrs. A. Dalzell, Verna Embury and 
Eleanor, Jessie HUffman. Front Row: Alice Bolack and children, 
Grandma MacGillivray and baby, Violet Dalzell holding Shirley 
Huffman. 

Class at Rosehill. Back Row: Shirley Hutlet, Florence Ward, Joy Tosh, 
Myrna Tosh, Sharon Clark, Herb Hutlet, Garry Clark. Front Row: 
Bruce Ward, Cherryl Young, Patsy Boulet, Annette Fiji, Bev Tosh, 
Gail Ward, Marlene Hutlet, Garry Ward. 

Quilt and pillow made by the Rosehill Red Cross group, April, 1942. 
Charlie Stevens, Kay Everett, Shirley Huffman, Francis Everett at 
Rosehill school. 

Rosehill School 1942. Back Row: Frances Everett, Currie Campbell, 
Roddy Campbell, Orville Dalzell, Erma HUffman. Middle Row: Vera 
Everett, Elva Clark, Dorothy Everett, Isabelle Campbell, Ivan Leslie, 
Austin Hiscock, Charlie Stevens. Front Row: Ila Clark, Donna 
Dearsley, Betty Hiscock, Jimmy Hiscock, Kathleen Everett, Bob 
Hiscock, Shirley HUffman. 
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Quotes taken from the "Baldur Gazette". 

June, 1900 
"The Epworth League of Rosehill will be glad to 

entertain all who can be present at the schoolhouse on 
Tuesday, June 12. The first part of the evening from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m., games such as croquet, ball, etc. will be 
provided and ice-cream served. The program, 
commencing at 8:30 will consist of music, instrumental 
and vocal, recitations and the play 'Done on Both Sides'. 
The young people are taking every precaution to insure a 
successful and pleasant evening. Admission - 25<1:. 
Proceeds to aid in purchasing an organ for the use of the 
society, Sunday School and Church." 

June, 1908 
"A meeting, at which a tennis club was organized, was 

f~wortn 

• League. 
~ ~ ~ 

,Rose Hill. 
~ ~ ~ 

MEETINGS HELD 
EVERY FRIDAY 

EVENING AT 
8 O'CLOCK. 

All Are-Welcome. 

The Baldur Gazette. 

recently held at Royal Leslie's home, in the Rosehill 
district. The courts will be erected in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the Rosehill schoolhouse." 

ROSEHILL DISTRICT 

Mr. Porter was the instigator for the formation of 
post-office service in the Rosehill district. The post office 
was called Moropano, in preference to Rosehill, because 
at that time, there was another post office in Manitoba 
called Rosehill. The first postmaster was Robert 
Johnston. When mail service began in Baldur, Moropano 
was moved to Lake Louise. 

Church services were held in the homes of the various 
settlers and Rev. James Hoskin, a missionary, was the 
first minister. 

Officers and Committees. 

Hon. President-Rev. T. B. Wilson. 
President-Mr. H. H. Huffman. 

VICE.PRESIDENTS. 

Miss E. Johnston. 
" A. Clark. 

Miss A. T. Porter. 
Mr. W. J. Porter. 

PRAYER MEETING COMMITTEE. 

Hiss E .• Johston. 
" M, Irvine. 

Mr. R. Leslie-
" H. H.Huffman. 

LOOK-OUT COMMITTEE. 

Miss. E. Johnston. 
A. Clark. 

Mr. F. Leslie. 
" J. Gillies. 

MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 

Miss A. Clark. Mr. E. Johnston. 
" M. Irvine. "H. Huffman. 
" L. Embury. "E. Embury. 

LITERARY AND SOCiAL COMMITTEE. 

Miss A. Porter ~Ir. W. J. Porter. 
•. E. Johnston. "A. Embury. 
" J. Huffman. "C. Embury. 

Miss H. Clark. 

FLORAL COMMITTEE. 

Miss Eva Porter. Master W. Johnston. 
" ~IiIlIlie Bannerman. " T. Porter. 

Master E. Clark. " J. Clark. 
HasteI' E. Balllnerman. 

MUSICAL CMMITTEE. 

Miss A. Clark. 
" E. Johnston. 
" A. Huffman. 
" J. Huffman. 

Mr. H. Huffman. 
" F. Leslie. 
" W. J. Porter. 
" A. Embury. 

SecretarY-Miss M. Irvine. 
Corresponding Secretary-Miss H. Clark. 
TrellSUl'tlr-Mr. J. Gillies. 

Cards printedjor the Epworth League in Rosehifl in 1899. 
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Thor School, built in 1908. 
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Thor School. Opening class, 1908. Front Row: Paul Johanneson, ali Johanneson, Bill Gudmundson, ali Olafson, 
Kristinn Gudbrandson, Runa Richter, Veiga Gunnlaugson, Gudny Gudbrandson, Emma Gunnlallgson, Rosa 
Johanneson, Harry GlInnlaugson, Laugi Gudbrandson. Second Row: Rosa Christopherson, Teacher; Andrea 
Johanneson, Hansina Gunnlaugson, Krist jan Gunnlaugson, Victor Frederickson. 

THOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 1430 

The first meeting of the ratepayers of Thor S.D. was 
held Aug. 26, 1907, at the home of Sam Arnason. Mr. 
Paul Frederickson acted as chairman and Mr. Edvald 
Olafson as secretary. It was moved by Sigvaldi Gun
nlaugson and seconded by Sigurdur Gudbrandson that 
the school be built on the northeast corner of 28-5-13. 
Brynjolfur Gunnlaugson agreed to give this corner of his 
land for the school site. The schoolhouse was to be built 
and ready by May 1, 1908, at a cost of $1,000.00 for the 
building and furniture. The main carpenter was Gud
mundur Olson of Baldur. The first ratepayers who voted 
at the organizational meeting were: 

Brynjolfur Gunnlaugson 
Sigvaldi Gunnlaugson 
Sam Arnason 
Sveinn Bjorgolfson 
Beggi Sveinson 
Bjorn Gunnlaugson 
Sigurdur Gudbrandson 
Paul Frederickson 
Ed Olafson 

This school operated very well, not only as a place of 
learning but for amusements such as: Christmas concerts, 
dances, and plays such as "The Path Across the Hill", 
and baseball and softball tournaments. 
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Well is remembered The Boys and Girls Club Fair 
which was held at Baldur every fall. Thor School won the 
shield for Rural Schools in the municipality for three 
consecutive years 1926-1927-1928, thereby earning the 
right to keep it permanently. The shield was plased above 
the blackboard at the front of the schoolroom, as a 
reminder of past achievements and as an incentive to 
strive for greater excellence in the future. Great ex
citement reigned when Mr. Ivan Schultz arrived at the 
school with the money that each child had won for 
exhibits, which the children had entered at the fair. This 
money was, indeed, manna from heaven, or so the 
children thought. 

Looking back, thoughts of the lasting friendships, the 
innocence of pastimes, and the fun had in the quiet 
backwaters of a country school is cherished. Much more 
could be recalled - for instance, the cold winter day hot 
chocolate was brought to the school, in a glass jug with a 
cork in it. This jug was set up on the old furnace, and 
midway between maths and spelling, to their con
sternation, with a loud bang, the cork flew up, chocolate 
bedecked the ceiling, sending the whole schoolroom into 
a tizzy. How much chocolate was had for lunch cannot be 
recalled! 

The school closed in June, 1944, but reopened in 
September, 1950, and was in operation until June, 1959. 
Thor School was then consolidated with S1. Alphonse 
School District and finally became part of Mountain 
School Division. The pupils were then bussed to S1. 
Alphonse School. 



Teachers were: 
1. Rosa Christopherson 
2. Jonas Jonasson 
3. Vala J onasson 
4. Sigridur Brandson 
5. Jon Christopherson 
6. Earl Helgason 
7. Kristjana Sveinsson 
8. Lena Davidson 
9. Alla Johnson 

10. Freda Anderson 
11. Christine Thompson 
12. Howard Eliasson 
13. Christine Halldorson 
14. Doreen Stilwell 
15. Emma Sigurdson 
16. Marion Frame 
17. Margaret Stewart 
18. Olive Mitchell 
19. Sigga Olson 
20. Laufey Josephson 
21. Christine Sveinson 
22. Rebecca Anderson 
23. Svala Pals son 
24. Kay Thomasson 
25. Helga Nordal 
26. Margaret Lifman 
27. Lillian Chisholm 
28. Josephine Olafson 
29. Olga Jonasson 
30. Sena Gunnlaugson 
31. Madeline Van Den Bussche 
32. Simone Van Damme 
33. Frances Mitosinka 
34. Imelda Simoens 

SOCIAL LIFE AT THOR SCHOOL 

Neighbours always had good times together - they were 
a close-knit group. The neighbourhood was pre
dominantly Icelandic years ago. It was at the south of the 
Bru community, so to the south were the English 
neighbours. One of the highlights was the Greenway Fair 
and dances. However, because they attended church at 
Bru, and always belonged to the Bru community, their 
social life centred there. They had Sunday School picnics 
there, and also enjoyed very much the annual Parish 
Sunday School picnic at Grund, where there was an open
air service, the Argyle band, races, concession booth and 
ball games. 

An orchestra in the Thor district consisted of Oli 
Olafson, who played a guitar, Sveinn Olafson, the violin, 
Chris Gudbrandson, the accordion, and at times, Grimsi 
Hallgrimson with a violin. They had dances at Thor 
School, enjoying them very much. They served lunch, 
while young children slept on desks in a corner. 

Many good ball games were played there of an evening, 
in the summertime, while older people would have a good 
chat. The young men of the area had a hockey team and 
played on Beggi's Lake or Ari's Lake. They had some 
very good games and they would challenge the Bru 

hockey team. They had great house parties, playing cards 
and games. 

Later, approximately 1944-45, new farmers moved into 
the Thor district. Everybody was very neighbourly and 
the new members of the community fit in with the older 
members, regardless of race or creed. Everyone readily 
helped one another. If it was feed cutting time, the men 
all gathered together, going from one farm to another 
helping to cut feed or saw wood or whatever. No matter 
the job, neighbours helped out and enjoyed doing it. 

However it was not all work and no play. A com
munity club was formed called the "Thor Gang". The 
origin of the "Thor Gang" started with the radio 
program known as the "Farm Radio Forum". The 
community gathered together, listened to the radio 
program, discussed the topic at hand, sent in their 
recommendations, which were often recognized and read 
over the air at the next program. The waterway to 
Churchill Port was one of the chief discussions. Later the 
club turned into a purely social affair. For instance, if a 
new baby arrived in the district, that was reason enough 
for a get-together. 

All winter long they gathered at different homes to 
play cards. The ladies brought lunch and a wonderful 
time was had by all even if they did have to travel all 
bundled up in a sleigh. Many can recall spills, but that 
didn't stop them from going to the next place a week 
later. Many a canasta game became an all night session 
when a storm came up and prevented everyone from 
going home until after breakfast. 

Then if there was a sickness or a death the "Thor 
Gang" pooled together and showed their concern by 
sending flowers or a gift. 

Having school closed in the district was a great concern 
to all in this community. Children were forced to go to 
school in Greenway, Glenora and St. Alphonse in order 
to get an education. So everyone worked in unison to 
reopen the Thor School, which had been closed for a 
number of years owing to lack of pupils. In 1951, the 
school was reopened with Mrs. Madeline Van Den 
Bussche as teacher. 

Grand Hill Orchestra. Back Row: Grimsi Hallgrimson, Svein Olafson. 
Front Row: Siggi Hallgrimson, Ami Sveinson, Oli Olafson. 
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The opening of the school created extra needs. So 
dances, card parties, Bingo along with pie socials and box 
socials for lunch time, were held every two weeks at the 
school to raise money to buy necessary articles, such as a 
community piano for the school, dishes to be used at 
socials, and other items. 

The Christmas concerts and also the end of the year 
school picnic were great highlights in their social life. 
Everybody turned up for these. 

Once a week, the men of the district would get 
together, hitch up a team and take the cream and eggs to 
town, then bring home the groceries. Of course the horses 
sometimes seemed to need a very long rest before coming 

Thor School Class in 1915. Standing: Teacher Rosa Christopherson, 
Runa Gudbrandson, Laura Olafson, Dora Gunnlaugson, Veiga 
Gunnlaugson. Sitting: Ami Olafson, Sveinn Olafson, Oli Olafson. 

Valentine party at Thor School in 1957. 
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home. The women, on the other hand, very seldom saw 
town in the wintertime. Soon they realized the need for a 
snowblower in order to open the different lanes and 
roads to make life more livable. The men formed their 
own club and bought a snowblower. It was greatly used 
and appreciated by all. There was no longer a need to 
leave the cars parked at the highway and then wonder if 
they would start. 

Sad but real, the consolidation of Thor School with St. 
Alphonse, ended most of their community activities. The 
school building was sold, and today no visible sign of 
Thor Schoolhouse remains. 

Cast of Thor School Play "Path Across the Hill" in 1930. Dora 
Gunnlaugson, Bergur Olafson, Laura Johnson, Ben Gunnlaugson, 
Christine Sveinson, Steini Johnson, Vala Gunnlaugson, Tom Goodwin, 
Sigga Olson, Oli Olafson. 

Back Row: Donald Mestdagh, Murray De Baets, Nappy Van Damme. 
Middle Row: Andre Mestdagh, Angele Mestdagh, Gracie Almey, 
Lillian Gagnon, Walter Van Damme, Driver. Front Row: Gail 
Mestdagh, Debbie Van Damme, injront of Linda Van Damme, Gerald 
Gagnon, Jerry De Baets, with Henry Mestdagh injront of him. 
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Tiger Hills School built in 1900. 
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TIGER HILLS SCHOOL 
NO. 335 

Tiger Hills School District was formed in 1891. The 
first school, located on NE 7-5-14, burnt in 1899, and a 
new school was built in 1900. 

For a short period of time in the 1930's, the school was 
closed due to lack of pupils, and the pupils that were 
there, were transported to Baldur. The school reopened 
again, and continued until 1959, when Tiger Hills 
consolidated with Baldur. 

There are no records of minutes or registers available. 
The schoolhouse was sold to the late Roy Campbell, 

and he used it for a garage. 

Tiger Hills School, 1904. Wilfred Scott, Wilfred Welsh, Harry Martin, 
Eric Martin, Wm. Bailey, James Currie, May Martin, Mamie Martin, 
Ethel Martin, Mabel Bailey, Edna Cline, Kate Martin, Ella Martin, 
Gertie Bailey, Alice Norton, Teacher, Clara McGirr. Two girls at right 
front: Ethel Sexsmith, Maggie Matchet. 

Lunchtime at the George Morrison threshing machine, in the Tiger Hills 
district. 
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Back Row: Bell Currie, Ella Martin, Alice Norton, Mae Martin, Edith 
Huston, Edith Smith, Maggie Durham, ?, ? Second Row: Mamie 
Martin, ?, ?, Miss Smethils, ?, ?, Edna Cline, Ethel Martin, Mary 
Martin, ? Front Row: Wilf Scott, Eric Martin, Harry Martin, ?, Jim 
Currie. 1903-05. 

Tiger Hills School, 1944-45. Red Cross Afghan knit by pupils Ramona 
Johnson, Joe Goegebuer, Leola Johnson, Einar Laxdal, Keith Scott, 
Don Dalman, Shirley Williams, Allan Johnson, Hugh Martin, Betty 
Scott, Harold Williams. 

George Morrison cutting with a binder, 1923. 
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Welsh school built in 1949. 
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WELSH SCHOOL NO. 1002 

First Welsh School built in 1899, taken in 1913 . 

. In 1899, a group of residents of the district decided to 
ask the Department of Education to let them form a new 
school district, as the nearest school was three miles or 
more away. 

Families in the district at that time were Wm. Welsh's, 
Arthur Gillies's, James Chester's, Wm. Scott's, Fred 
Stevens', M.H. Sexsmith's, John Mathers', H. Pinder's, 
George Hodgkinson's, D. Campbell's, Albert 
Warrener's. 

The first meeting was held in the home of Wm. J. 
Welsh on May 10, 1899. George Hodgkinson acted as 
chairman, Wm. Welsh as Secretary-treasurer. James 
Chester was first trustee, John Mathers was second 
trustee, Arthur Gillies was third trustee, Fred Stevens was 
elected as auditor. 

After some controversy as to the logic of forming 
Welsh district, Judge Locke was asked to decide on the 
location of the new school and named the School 
"Welsh". Work was started at once on the new school. 
While the school was being built, classes were started in 
the summer of 1899, in a log house which had been built 
by Charles Harvey. Percy Wilson was the first teacher. 

In 1900, the second Welsh school opened, the first 
brick school in the municipality. Miss Thorne was the 
teacher. 

The Tiger Hills School had burned the year before and 
while their new school was being built some of the pupils 
came to the Welsh School, which boosted the attendance. 

The total attendance the first year was 19. Those at
tending were: Joe Mathers, David Mathers, Ella Sex
smith, Joe Morris, Mabel Chester, Etta McLean, Joe 
Scott, Alfred and Nettie Welsh, Wilf Scott, Permilla and 
Sybil Chester, Russel Welsh, Clarence Warrener, Sarah 
McLeod, James Gillies, Wm. Scott and Eunice Welsh. 

The following is a list of all the teachers of the Welsh 
School: Percy ·Wilson, Emma Thorne, Bertha Reid, Jean 
McGregor, Beatrice Hobbs, Pearl Livingston, Otto 
Schultz, Elda Anderson, May Dowd, Ruby Winkler, 
Helen Spackman, Mary Gordon, Jennie Welsh, Mr. 
Riches, Della Turner, Laura Taylor, Myrtle Leslie, 
Cristen Graham, Bessie Graham, Bessie Mullins, Mary 
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Mitchell, Wm. Flatt, Nora Sharp, Myrtle Wray, Irene 
Wray, Margaret Gillies, Helen Cummings, Madge 
Holder, Rene Maitland, Vivian Sampson, Cliffie 
Woodsworth, Miss McPhail, Lorette Schoonbaert, Mrs. 
E.A. McShane, Jean Holliday, Margaret Clubb, Ruby 
McDonald, Joe Borody, Bernice Kitching, Elsie Ed
wards, Grace Robinson. 

This school operated until 1949, when it was torn down 
and a new school was built, by Jerry Terrien. The new 
school operated until 1966, when the district consolidated 
with Baldur. The school building was moved into Baldur 
in 1966, and was used for a kindergarten classroom. It 
still stands beside the present Baldur School. 

Secretary-Treasurers of the Welsh school were: W.J. 
Welsh, 1899-1929: A.W. Welsh, 1929-1944: Cliffie 
Woods worth 1944-1950, Mrs. McTavish 1950-1962 

SILENCE 

Off in the hills by mountain lake, 
Where western sky the waters make 
A picture, etched in colours deep, 
As evening shadows change and creep. 

I've stood and watched the sunset glow, 
And seen the widening circles grow, 
As fluttering moths and darting flies, 
Unconsciously tempt the evening rise. 

I've heard the wild loon's eerie cry, 
Or listened to a weird reply, 
With startling closeness from the bay, 
Or faint and soft from far away. 

I've searched until I've found at last, 
What many times before I passed, 
It's there andfree, no bounds or bills, 
I've found the silence of the hills. 

Brian Cooney 

Quote from "Baldur Gazette" 

1904 - "Long skirt condemned - R.M. Simpson, 
chairman of the provincial board of health, in his official 
report, says "another medium of disease infection is the 
trailing skirt, which fashion has ordained shall be worn 
by women. It is not only an encumberance to freedom of 
movement, but it is a positive menace and danger. " 
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Wigton School built in 1903. 
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WIGTON 

Wigton School, Christmas of 1915. Back Row: Albert McLaren, Jim Porter, Alma Tanberg, Nellie 
McLaren, Emma Preston, Goldie Preston, George Brinkworth, Clarissa Sale. Third Row: Floyd Preston, 
Tilda Tanberg, Myrtle Sale, George Porter, Roy Porter. Second Row: Alex McKenzie, Henry Olson, 
Alfred Tanberg, Ralph Brinkworth. Front Row: Jack Brinkworth, Julius Tanberg. 

The original settlers of the Wigton district came mainly 
from Ontario and England in 1879 and 1880. Wigton was 
named by Jas. McClellan Sr., in honour of his birthplace 
in southwestern Scotland. 

The first school was held in the home of Thos. 
Babington with Mr. Babington as teacher. The first 
school in 1882, was made of logs and built by W. 
MacCorquadale, Sheffield, Bell and Huffman. The first 
trustees were Jas. McClellan, M. Rankin and Scott 
Houston. Wm. Reed was the secretary-treasurer. 

Joe Crayston bought the log school in 1903, and a 
larger school was built which served the community for 
53 years. The contract for the new Wigton School was 
finalized and called for the school to be built for 
$1,100.00. This school was replaced in 1956, and the next 
school operated until December, 1957, when it closed due 
to lack of pupils. 

Wigton consolidated with Glenora in 1960, and the 
Wigton School was moved and added to the Glenora 
School, giving Glenora a two-room school. 
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WIGTON TEACHERS, 1882-1911 

Mr. Babington 
Mr. Chris. Lawrence 
Mrs. Richardson 
Mr. Fred Stevens 
Mr. D.A. Ross 
Mr. Jack Tisdale 
Mr. A.E. Buttress 
Miss Lina Publow 
Miss Grace Van Alstyne 
Mr. Bert McGregor 
Miss Maude Playfair 
Miss Emma Stewart 

1911 
1913 

1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 

1919 

1920 
1920 
1921 

1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1932 
1933 
1936 
1938 
1939 
1940 

1941 
1942 
1944 
1946 

Annie B. Fraser 
Ada Bolton (sick) 
Ada Kelso 
Lillabelle McEwan 
Belle Smith 
Mr. A.E. Buttress 
Mr. A.E. Buttress 
Laura Blanks 
2 months 
Edna Bowman 
(Oct. till Xmas) 
Frank Private 
S. Oliver 
Carrie Lyall 
(stayed till Xmas) 
Elda Burr 
Bessie Haliday 
Nellie Hamblin 
Annie Easterby 
Edith Thompson 
Florence Hicks 
Clara Bell 
Hannah Balfour 
Hannah Balfour 
Nelson Hawn 
Nelson Hawn 
K.C. Mayhew 
K.C. Mayhew 
Inga Bjornson 
Lionel Clinch 
Ellen Beatty 
Ruth Lowe 
Norah Boyle 
Carl Wanless 

Pilot Mound 

Baldur 
Elgin 
Cypress 
Baldur 
Baldur 

Sanford 

Arden 
Killarney 
Baldur 

Glenboro 
Killarney 
Minto 
Dominion City 
Dominion City 
Oak Lake 
Killarney 
Brandon 
Manitou 
Manitou 
Baldur 
Baldur 
Wawanesa 
Wawanesa 

Ninette 
Neelin 
Cartwright 
Stonewall 
Belmont 

Salary 
$ 550 

545 
600 
600 
600 
700 

840 
975 

1,000 
900 
850 
742 
742 

750 
784 

470 

428.25 
627.31 

744 
950 



1948 Phyliss Lundgren Glenora 
1949 Katherine E. Klassen 
1950 Raymond Boyd 1,100 
1951 Mildred 

VanDamme Glenora 1,800 
1952 Mildred 

VanDamme Glenora 
1953 Mildred 

VanDamme Glenora 
1954 Mildred 

Van Damme Glenora 
1955 Ruth McKay 
1956 Miss Pawlik 
1957 Ella Cooney of Neelin, taught until December 

when the school was closed. 

Back Row: Jim Brown, Waldimar Frederickson, Kathleen Carmichael. 
Second Row: Lloyd Brinkworth, Gordon Kynoch, Jack Thomas, 
Audrey McKenzie, Audrey Brinkworth. Front Row: Percy Brinkworth, 
Merle Brinkworth, Clifford Brinkworth, Donnie McKenzie. This 
picture was taken in 1939. 

Church services were held in private homes until 1903, 
when the new school was built. It then became the centre 
for most of the social activities of the community and 
also was used for their church services. 

Mr. H. Cairns, the Presbyterian minister, conducted 
the first religious services. Mrs. William Macklin was the 
organist at the church services for many years and Mr. 
A.E. Buttress taught Sunday School for all the years that 
he lived in the Wigton district. 

Prior to 1903, Jas. McClellan's house was the com
munity centre of the district. McClellan's house had an 
oak board floor, which was sawn at Walsh's Mill at Rock 
Lake, and was therefore used for the local dances. Old
time fiddlers, such as Tony Montroy, Dan Ferguson, and 
McLeod supplied the music. In 1903, social activities, 
such as picnics, concerts, and dances centred around the 
school. 

Wigton, at one time, had a very good football team. In 
1899, officers of the football club were: President - Mr. 
William Clark; Vice-president - J. Clark; Captain - Bert 

Sid Heaver watering his cattle in the late 1930's or early 1940's. 

McGregor; Secretary-treasurer - J .E. Brinkworth. The 
committee of management consisted of Captain 
McGregor, S. Guilbert, Jas McClellan, B.P. Preston and 
Anthony McClellan. The committee of that year decided 
on white sweaters and blue pants and the rules of the 
Manitoba Association were adopted. Football continued 
active in Wigton into the 1900's. 

The old Indian trail passed by the school site and is still 
visible today in places, along with buffalo bones, spear 
heads, and arrow heads. Mr. William Coldron, resident 
of the district, maintained a beef ring for many years. He 
also did much butchering for people, both in the Wigton 
and other districts. 

William Caldron in gum rubber boots and unlined gauntlet 
gloves, ready to go butchering. 
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Following are quotes taken from the "Baldur Gazette:" 

June 5, 1902 - "Wigton footballers are looking for the 
scalps of the Marringhurst world challengers, who seem 
to have melted away as the snow before the spring wind. 
What's to prevent Baldur giving the Wigtonites a friendly 
match?" 

May 26, 1908 - "Last week Mrs. William Macklin was 
the recipient of a handsome rocking chair, presented by 
the members of the Anglican congregation at Wigton, in 
recognition of her services as organist." 
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Wigton district consolidated with Glenora in 1960. A 
Cairn was built in 1979, to mark the place where the 
Wigton School was located. The inscription on the 
cairn reads; "Site of Wigton School 1882-1959" and on 
the other side "Dedicated to the pioneers of the 
Wigton District". 

THANKFUL 

How often are we thankfulfor 
The sunrise in the morn. 
The welcome song of the tiny birds, 
In the very early dawn. 
The raindrops as they gently fall 

to quench the dry parched earth. 
And the winds that blow the clouds away, 

when the storm is at its worst. 
The setting sun, as it sinks low 

and colors the sky all red. 
The moon and stars that twinkle and glow 

when we're all safe in bed. 

Francis Gillies 

Behold the turtle. He makes progress 
only when he sticks his neck out. 

No matter how much a man 
criticizes his wife's judgement 
he never questions her choice of a husband. 

The best place to find a helping hand 
is at the end of your own arm. 



WOL LEY 

Wolseley School built in 1906. 
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WOLSELEY SCHOOL NO. 305 

Wolseley School in 1927. Nettie Vickers, Frances Conibear, Gramma 
Playjair, Mrs. Truelove, Alice Conibear, Aunt Mag., ?, Edith Ramage. 
It was visitors day at the school. 

The school was first called Otenaw. This school was 
about the centre of the Otenaw district which ran from 
Dry River to Grund. 

This area was chosen as a likely site for settlement, and 
into it first came the Cramer brothers, who homesteaded 
the present Paddock Bros. farm, Sam Dowdell and A.W. 
Playfair. Katie Wilhelmina Playfair was the first white 
child born here. Following these came McKillop, Mc
Manus, Alguire, Rider, Rankin, James Wilson, 
McKnight, W.O. Wilson and Charles Morse. 

This area was called Otenaw, which in Indian means 
"encampment". It was nilmed by Sam Dowdell to 
commemorate his first sight of the settlement which was 
occupied at the time by an Indian band of about 30 
people and 20 horses. 

This sprawling Otenaw district gradually polarized 
around two villages - Greenway in the eastern end of the 
district, and the town of Baldur. The area of Otenaw that 
became the Greenway district was first settled by Messrs. 
Lodge, Badinal, Lewis, W.O. Wilson, Charles Morse, 
Sam Rowe, George Johnson and Harry Goodman. 

The first school, a log building, was built in 1882 on 
the southeast corner of 16-5-13, owned by George and 
Bernie Playfair; it was covered on the outside with 
lumber. A new school, a frame building, was built in 
1906, and was used continuously until 1942, when it was 
closed for lack of pupils. Gathering from early reports, 
the school was built in 1882, and the name given was 
W olseley, after Sir Garnet W olseley who came west to 
up-root the Riel Provincial Government. 

The first teachers were Mike and John Babbington, 
two homesteaders, followed by Mrs. Mary Playfair. 
Then came Jessie Jean Rankin, who was the last teacher 
in the old school in 1905, and the first in the new one in 
1906. 

After the new school was built, the old building was 
sold to Webbers for a chicken house. Following con
solidation the latter building was sold to Hersel Lockerby 
for a barn. 

There are many happy memories of the days spent at 
Wolseley. Besides learning the three R's they learned to 
trap gophers and to skate. 

The children also had hilarious moments. One was 
when a mouse came out of the chimney and ran under the 
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teacher's desk. One of the older pupils informed her of its 
whereabouts. She let out a scream and went about five 
feet straight up and stood on top of the desk until the 
mouse was caught. 

The last pupils to attend Wolseley school in 1942 were: 
Grade V George DeSutter 
Grade VII Ross Ramage and Stewart Brown 
Grade IX Mary Snowden, Ida Brown, George Ramage, 
Allen Truelove. 

Original School Board: Secretary-Treasurer, A.W. 
Playfair, M. Morrison, John Cramer, George Stratford, 
and George Playfair Sr. 

Last School Board: Secretary-Treasurer: W.S. 
Conibear, J.L. Truelove, Hugh Playfair, and Mabel 
Playfair. 

Quote from Baldur Gazette, June 16, 1908: "The 
Wolseley Ball Club has gained possession of the Argyle 
Amateur League Cup for 1908." 
Years WOLSELEY TEACHERS 

1906 Jessie Jean Rankin 
1907 Jessie Jean Rankin 
1908 Lolla Longden 
1909 Mabel C. Morrish 
1910 Mabel C. Morrish 
1912 Frances Parsonage 
1912 Frances Parsonage 
1913 Jean Patterson 
1914 Ivy Crothers 
1915-16 Vera O. Cramer 
1916-17 Frances Parsonage 
1917-18 Myrtle M. Hefford 
1918-19 Marion G. Cumming 
1919-20 Sigurbjorg Oliver 
1920-21 Florence Myers 
1921-22 Mary E. Gillander 
1922-23 Mary E. McLaren 
1923-25 Mary A. Thompson 
1924-25 Mary A. Thompson 
1925-27 M.M. Thompson 
1926-27 M.M. Thompson 
1927-31 B.M. Playfair 
1931-34 Anne Paterson 
1934-40 Louise Bryan 
1940-41 Mary Alice Embury 

Salary 
$ 540.00 

540.00 
517.50 
540.00 
540.00 
550.00 
575.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
700.00 
850.00 
850.00 

1000.00 
800.00 

1000.00 
1000.00 
900.00 
900.00 

$ 800 - 900.00 
550 - 600.00 

550.00-500.00 
550.00 

Guests jar a shower jar Anne Patterson, held at Mrs. G. Stephens in 
1934. Back Row: Mary Forbes, Mrs. G. Stephens, Mrs. l. Mitchell, 
Anne Patterson, Mrs. W. Mowat, Mrs. l. Stephens, Mrs. Snowden, 
Mrs. F. Brown, Mrs. W. Conibear. Centre Row: Forbes boys, Mrs. A. 
Conibear, Bea Conibear, Beth Playjair, len Gerolamy, Mrs. l. 
Truelove, Mrs. G. Playjair. Front Row: Ida Brown, Mary Snowden, 
Forbes boy. 



Zephyr School built in 1906. 
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ZEPHYR SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1384 

Zephyr School. Back Row: Evelyn Graham, Charlotte Morin, Miss 
Gautron, Mona Morin. Front Row: Inez Steentjes, Olive Charette, 
Yvette Morin, two Fiddler children. 

Zephyr School District No. 1384 was formed sometime 
during the year 1906. The boundaries of Dry River, 
Excelsior, Marringhurst, and Glenora were changed to 
form the new district. 

It is very interesting to note that in a letter from the 
Chief Clerk in 1906, this district was first called Cuth
bert, and still in 1906, municipal records prove the name 
was changed to New Ireland. 

It is also recorded that the school opened during the 
year of 1907. By this time, the name had been changed to 
Zephyr. 

The school was built on NW 7-4-12. The school district 
was quite small compared to neighbouring districts, but 

..::=:- ~~. --- -- - -
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This picture shows the jollowing jamilies (not in order). Charlotte, 
Tony, Leo, Yvette, Mona Morin; the Fiddlers; Inez Steentjes; three 
Charettes; Richard Levreault; Denis Barsalou; Evelyn Graham. 

at certain times, large families lived in the district and 
enrolments were often as high as 30. 

Due to increase in farm size, and the decrease in family 
size, Zephyr School closed in December, 1952. Mrs. 
Johnson from Neepawa was the last teacher. 

At this time, some of the land was transferred to 
Mariapolis Consolidated School District, and some went 
to Glenora School District, and the remainder went to 
Marringhurst School District. 

The school building was sold to Remi De Ruyck. The 
school barn still stands on its original site and is used to 
store grain. 



FAMILIES OF ARGYLE 

OUR HERITAGE 

We've comefrom here, we've comefrom there, 
Our nationalities differ. 
But we're all one, when it's said and done, 
And that makes it all the greater. 

Argyle is where, we are all at 
Our ancestors, saw to that. 
A hundred years have come and gone, 
And our pioneers have all passed on. 

But they left us, with wealth untold, 
That neither can be bought, or sold. 

They left us, with our liberty 
In this country where, we are all free. 

They left us, with good clean air, 
With water fresh, and food to spare. 

This heritage of yours and mine, 
Must be guarded well, so that in due time, 
We can pass it on, to our next in line. 

Frances Neelin 
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JOHN ADAMS F AMIL Y 

Mr. and Mrs. John Adams. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Adams and three sons came to 
Baldur from Stocton in the fall of 1938. A daughter, 
Nancy Bishop, had left the home before the family 
moved to Baldur. They farmed the Strang farm south of 
Baldur. Due to failing health, Mr. and Mrs. Adams 
retired to Glenboro in 1942. John died on Nov. 28, 1944. 
After 1948, Mrs. Adams lived with members of her 
family until 1956, when she moved into the Fairview 
Home in Brandon. She died in May, 1970. They are both 
buried in the Glenboro Cemetery. 

Cecil, Harry, Arthur Adams. 

Arthur married Vonda Viberg. They had three 
children, Myrna, Fay and Dwight. They moved back to 
Baldur in 1948, where Art worked in the garage for a year 
or two. Another son, Rodney, was born in Baldur in 
1948. The family moved to Saskatchewan, later to 
Calgary and retired to Acme, Alta. Art passed away in 
December, 1980. 

Cecil joined the navy later in the war. He married 
Gwen Harrison. They are retired and live in Calgary. 
They have two children. 

Harry, the youngest son, joined the army in January, 
1941, and went overseas in June of the same year. He 
married Nancy Peel and lives in Eshwinning, County of 
Durham, England. They have two children and four 
grandchildren. 
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ROBERT AND JESSIE AITKEN 
FAMILY 

Robert Aitken, born in Brussells, Ont., and his wife, 
the former Jessie Barker, came to Baldur in 1896. With 
their three children; one girl and two boys, Eva, Wilson 
and James, they settled on 31-4-13. (This farm is now 
owned by Glen Mitchell.) They had six more children, 
one boy, Harold, and five girls, Mary, Gladys, Edith, 
Esther and Lottie. They all attended Huff School and 
Baldur United Sunday School and Church. Jessie died in 
1913, and Robert in 1922. 

Eva married Albert Cramer in 1914, and they farmed 
east of Baldur. They had three children; Jessie, James 
and William. Albert died in 1958. 

Wilson married Kate Smith. They farmed in the 
Huntley district for a time, moving to Grandview, and 
later to Dryden, Ont., where he lived until his death in 
1975. Four children were born of this marriage, Hugh, 
Irene, Elva and Glen. Wilson worked many years on 
construction, one of the jobs was on the Alaskan 
Highway. 

James married Etta Beatty of Neelin. They later sold 
the farm and moved to Selkirk, where he was employed 
by McDonald Aircraft during WWII. Later he and his 
nephew bought the Dominion City Transfer, where he 
worked until his retirement due to ill health. James died 
in 1963. 

Harold married Ileen Porter in 1936. After farming for 
a number of years he took up barbering in Belmont, and 
later in Cartwright. Harold and Ileen had three children, 
Ross, Dale and Sharon. Harold died in 1971. 

Mary remained at home and kept house after her 
mother died. In 1921, she married Wilfred Scott. They 
had six children; Fern, Gordon, Edith and Irving (twins), 
Keith and Betty. They farmed west of Baldur for a good 
many years, retiring into town in 1965, where they lived 
at the time of WiIf's death in 1972. Mary now resides in 
the Lodge at Baldur. 

Gladys who also kept house for some time, married 
John D. Cumming, in 1925. They were blessed with three 
children, Robert (who died in his teens), Janet and 
James. Gladys was widowed in 1971, and now resides in 
Belmont, having left their farm home after John's death. 

Edith, the smallest of the family, better known then as 
Tom, was a great help to her father around the farm. In 
1921, she became a permit teacher at Rosehill School. She 
later furthered her education in Brandon and Winnipeg. 
Before Edith went to Flin Flon in 1943, she had taught in 
Rosehill, Regent, Mountain Glen near Miami, Huntley, 
North Derby, Ninette and Morden. In Flin Flon, where 
she says she spent the best years of her life, she taught 
primary and elementary grades, taking on remedial 
teaching for her final 12 years. In 1967, she retired and 
until she moved to Winnipeg in 1973, she spent many 
pleasant hours tutoring non-English students. One of her 
greatest pleasures now is "Globe Trotting". 

Esther graduated from high school in Neelin, and 
received her teacher's training in Brandon. She had 
taught four years when she married Robert (Barney) 
Bolton in 1929, also a teacher in Neelin. (Robert is a son 
of the late Robert Harry. Bolton and Rose Duncalfe, 



pioneers of Neelin.) They both taught in various parts of 
Manitoba before moving to Minnedosa in 1967, where 
Barney later retired from his teaching career of 41 years. 
They had two sons, Lyall and Dennis. Esther passed 
away on July 8,1981. 

Lottie, the youngest, finished high school in Neelin, 
then took her nurse's training at Virden, graduating in 
1932. Most of her nursing career was in the area of 
Cartwright, Neelin, Belmont, Baldur and Glenora. In the 
fall of 1938, she married William Bolton (brother of 
Robert), and started family life in Gilbert Plains where 
Bill was teaching. Four years later, they moved to Flin 
Flon, where they stayed until retirement. After leaving 
the north, they spent two years in Winnipeg, then moved 
to Minnedosa, where they now reside. Lottie and Bill had 
two children, Allen and Margaret. 

Life for the Aitken Family in the early 1900's had its 
many hard times and its happy times as well. 

BJORN AND KRISTIN ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

Rebecca, Freda, Julius, Ben, Bjorn, Anna, Kristen, Bjorg, Tena 
Anderson. 

Bjorn was born in Iceland, youngest of 12 children. He 
decided to come to Canada, after hearing of job op
portunities and land being available. Iceland at that time 
was having a depression. 

Bjorn, and his friend Joe Sigurdson, arrived in Canada 
in 1876. The railroad had not been built, so they travelled 
by boat along the St. lawrence River and the Great Lakes 
to Grand Forks, North Dakota, then down the Red River 
to Winnipeg, and on to the Icelandic settlement at Gimli. 

After working with a gang building the railroad near 
Kenora, Ont., Bjorn also worked on boats between 
Grand Forks, North Dakota and Winnipeg. 

He homesteaded in Argyle Municipality in 1882, north 
of Baldur on SE 18-6-13, near his friend Joe Sigurdson. 
They worked the land as partners, sharing implements. 
His first house was built of logs. 

Kristin Bjornsdottir came to Canada in 1890. She 
travelled by train and worked at the Tecumsey Hotel in 
Winnipeg for two years. She met and married Bjorn, 
June 19, 1893. Their wedding took place in a big granary 
near the present Grund Church, followed by a reception 
and picnic. 

There were no towns then and their mailing address 
was Bru Post Office. Kristin and Bjorn had eight 
children. 

Benedict took over the farm in 1929, married Millie 
Goodman, and farmed for 47 years. Benedict died on 

Jan. 30, 1976. 
Katrin (Tena) did dressmaking and tailoring. She 

married Norman Hanna and they had one son, George. 
They farmed three miles north of Baldur. In 1979, 
George married Cherryl Twigg. They now live in Baldur 
and George works at the Baldur Garage. 

Andrea Holmfridur (Freda) taught school at Frey 
School and Thor. She married Skapti Eyford and moved 
to Piney, Man. She is presently in Cross Bow Auxiliary 
Hospital, Calgary. 

Bjorg married Ari Swainson. They farmed near Thor 
School and later moved to Winnipeg. They are both 
deceased. 

Julius taught school at Hola School, later graduated 
from the University of Manitoba Medical School. He 
served overseas with the Medical Corps, in the WWII, 
rank of Captain. He married Margaret Bower of Win
nipeg. Both are deceased. 

Rebecca taught school at Antonius School. She later 
worked in the Baldur Post Office. She is now deceased. 

Paul was a twin of Rebecca's. He died at the age of six 
months. 

Anna graduated as a nurse, trained at Winnipeg 
General Hospital. She married Harold Goodridge, and 
presently lives in Winnipeg. 

Katrin (Tena) is the only member of the family living in 
Argyle, and presently lives in the Argyle Lodge. 

The family attended Grund Lutheran Church and 
Baldur Lutheran Church. Bjorn Anderson was a 
councillor of the Municipality of Argyle for 14 years. 

Bjorn died in 1950 at the age of 97, and Kristin died in 
1960, at the age of 92. 

SIGGI AND SENA ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

Sigurdur Anderson was born Aug. 22, 1895, at 
Gilsbakki, (Edge of the Ravine) the family home, six 
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Back Row: Sigrun, Margaret, Andres. Front Row: Siggi and Sena 
Anderson. 
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miles north and two and one-half miles east of Baldur. 
His father, Andres Anderson, had emigrated from 
Iceland in 1887, and settled on land, N 8-6-13 near his 
brother, Bjorn Anderson, who had preceded him to 
Canada in 1876. Andres was accompanied by his wife 
Vigdis, who died in 1888, and his two sons, Snaebjorn 
and Pall. In 1892, he married Sesselia Stephenson. She 
had a son, Stephen, by a previous marriage, who worked 
in the Rollins store in Baldur for Chris Benediktsson for 
many years. He died in 1932. Andres was an excellent 
blacksmith and mechanic. He and his son Pall fitted the 
house with running water and had their own Delco 
electric plant by 1917. In the fall of 1921, when Siggi and 
Hansina took over the farm, Andres and Sesselia moved 
to Glenboro. Andres died in 1928 in Glenboro, and later 
Sesselia lived with Siggi and Sena. 

Sesselia Anderson, mother of Siggi and Eiki Anderson. 

Sigurdur was the first son of Andres and Sesselia. His 
brother Erikur, was born a year later. The language and 
customs of the home and community were brought from 
Iceland and lived on in the new country. 

Siggi, the name he was known by, attended Frey 
School and took part in the activities of the Grund 
Lutheran Church. He completed his schooling by at
tending a winter term at the Manitoba Agricultural 
College before returning to Gilsbakki to farm with his 
father. He and his brother Eiki maintained a building on 
the farm where mechanical repairs were made to farm 
implements and to that interesting invention just 
becoming available to the common man, the automobile. 

In 1921, Siggi married Hansina (Sena) Gottfred, whose 
parents also had emigrated from Iceland and had settled 
near Sinclair, Man. In 1922, their son Andres was born. 

In 1928, Siggi, Sena and Andres moved to Baldur, 
where Eiki had established a garage business. Their first 
home was on Centennial Street, south of the railroad 
track. In 1929, twin daughters were born, Sigrun Lillian 
and Florence Margaret, and in 1933, they moved to the 
brick house on the corner of Third and Carrie, where 
Sena still lives. 

The Baldur Garage survived the Dirty Thirties and 
prospered during the forties. Besides serving the town as 
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a place to buy gas and get tires fixed, it also provided 
mechanical repair and welding facilities. A 
Plymouth/Chrysler car and Dodge truck dealership were 
part of the business. In the meantime, the two older 
brothers, Snaebjorn and Pall had established a similar 
business in Glenboro, and so for many years, both 
neighbouring towns were served by an Anderson 
Brothers partnership. 

One of the sidelines of the garage operation was a 
snowmobile taxi business. During the winter when no 
roads were open, Siggi and Eiki were available to take 
people, like the doctor, the resident R.C.M.P., on their 
rounds. The small machine used for this purpose was 
purchased in Moosomin around 1938 and was in use for 
several years. There were only two or three in the district 
and it was constantly on the go. Siggi lost half the middle 
finger of his left hand when he accidentally came too 
close to the propeller one day. He continued to drive it 
nevertheless, until age overtook it. 

These were busy years for the family. Siggi served both 
as chairman and member of the school board and as 
president and a member of the Lutheran Church. Sena was 
president of the Ladies' Aid and a charter member of the 
Hospital Aid. As well, both worked long and diligently, 
at the many tasks required to keep a small community a 
busy and happy place to live and raise a family. There 
were few activities and projects that did not have their 
financial and moral support, from the building of the 
Memorial Hall, to the founding of the Baldur Hospital. 

In 1961, the brothers sold their business to Adolph 
DeBaets and retired. But retirement was not idleness. 
Siggi drove a school bus for a number of years and at last 
found time to indulge in his hobby of woodworking. He 
produced many fine pieces of furniture and artifacts. He 
enjoyed working with beautiful wood and examples of 
his work in that medium are treasured by many. Sena 
worked with him on these tasks and as well, enjoyed 
doing needlework, fancy work, crocheting, ceramics, and 
hardanger. 

Many of the old Icelandic customs were observed in 
their home. Vina tarta, rula pylsa, kleinur and brown 
bread were standard fare. A trip to Iceland in 1963 
renewed their interest in their homeland and resulted in 
many new friendships. 

Siggi passed away in January, 1971, after a short 
illness. Sena still lives in the family home she moved into 
nearly 50 years ago. She remains interested and active in 
the community. 

Andres married Ruth Gerolamy in 1947, and they had 
one son, Dean. Andres spent nearly five years in the 
R.C.A.F. during WWII and most of his working life with 
Raybestos of Canada. He was sales manager of that 
company when he died in 1980. Dean Anderson lives in 
Clearwater, B.C. with his wife Lu Ann, twin girls and a 
boy. 

Sigrun completed her R.N. in 1951. She married Alan 
Kelley of Vancouver and now lives in Hope. They have 
four sons, Danny, Patrick, Michael and Christopher and 
one daughter Allison and three grandchildren. 

Margaret married Jack Parsonage. They live in 
Winnipeg and have five sons, Gregory, Douglas, Terry, 
Bob and Donald and two daughters, Eleanor and Ann. 



EIKI AND ANNA ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

Anna and Eiki Anderson's wedding, 1925. 

Eiki Anderson, born in 1896, lived his entire life in the 
Municipality of Argyle. He was widely known and 
greatly appreciated as the master mechanic of Anderson's 
Garage in Baldur, Man. Eiki had a phenomenal ability to 
diagnose problems in ailing mechanical conveyances. 
This, together with his ability with machines, made the 
garage known and respected throughout southern 
Manitoba. 

Eiki's early years were spent on the farm, NW 8-6-13, 
where he was born. His whole family was very 
mechanically minded. The pioneer blacksmith shop was a 
focal point of interest for him, his father and brothers. 
Some of the pioneer mechanization included an elevator 
in a two-story granary, a windmill atop a large barn 
which generated the electricity for their new home and a 
grain crusher driven by power supplied by the windmill. 

Eiki was an apprentice to his father and older brothers. 
He eventually confessed to taking a hammer to things 
which didn't suit him in order to be able to fix them up 
more to his liking. He had an inventive and precise mind 
with exceptionally adept hands. 

In 1925, Eiki married Anna Swainson, his neighbour's 
daughter, and they moved to Baldur, buying a house on 
Third Street. 

In 1927, Eiki rented a shop from Bill Kilgour and 
began his illustrious career as a master mechanic to the 
service and benefit of the people of Argyle. 

In 1928, the Baldur Garage was constructed and 
gradually became the best-equipped in southwestern 
Manitoba. Two lathes were installed. Innumerable shafts 
were built up, and turned down, for his many customers 
far and wide. When repair parts were difficult or im
possible to find, Eiki would make them. Many of the 
tools still in use in the Baldur Garage today were invented 
and built by him. 

Anna Swainson, was born in Iceland in 1902. She was 
the fourth child of Kristin and Thorstein Swainson. She 
was a quiet, unassuming, home-loving person who 
dedicated herself to the service of her family, her church 
and to many worthwhile community projects. She was 
most active during the war, working with the Legion 
Ladies' Auxiliary, packing boxes for the boys overseas. 

Eiki and Anna had four children: 
Kristine, born 1926, married Bruce Larsen in 1948. 

They had three children; Tim, Eric and Karen, all of 
Vancouver, B.C. Kris passed away in 1967. 

Dorothy, born 1928, married Harry Parsonage in 
1949. They had eight children (see Parsonage History). 

George, born 1931, married Bernice Heidman in 1962. 
They have two sons, Mark and Eric. George is presently 
teaching surveying at Red River Community College in 
Winnipeg. 

Marjorie, born 1937, married Howard Johnson in 
1955. They had four children: Leslie and Sharon of 
Winnipeg, Debbie of Dartmouth, N.S. and Rick passed 
away in 1980. 

Anna lived a dedicated life of community service until 
her untimely death from cancer in 1954. 

Eiki continued in the garage business until 1962, when 
it was sold to Adolph DeBaets and John Van Damme. 
Eiki continued to work part time in the garage for several 
years before his retirement. Eiki took up lathe work in 
wood and made many beautiful bowls, egg cups, can
dlesticks, the ownership of which are prized possessions 
of many people in the Argyle Municipality and beyond. 
Eiki constructed and presented the Baptismal Font in the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, presented in memory of his 
wife Anna. 

Eiki Anderson died in 1973, after a full and fruitful life 
of service to his fellow man. 

Dorothy, George, Kristin, Marjorie (in front) at Kristin's graduation, in 
1947. 
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JON AND AUGUSTA ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

Gusta and Jon with twins Dorothy and Leonard. 

Jon married Augusta Helgason of Bru in 1913, and 
they took over the farm located on 14-6-13. This farm 
had previously been owned by Skuli Anderson. 

Jon and Augusta had two children, twins Leonard and 
Dorothy. Jon died in 1920. Augusta, with the help of 
family and friends, remained on the farm. 

Rowena and Leonard wedding day, 
Nov. 18, 1944. 

Leonard was born in 1918. He married Rowena 
Richmond in 1944, and died in 1945. Their daughter 
Peggy was born after the death of her father. Peggy 
married Ken Sigurdson of Lundar and they live at 
Pinawa with their two sons, Todd and Terrill. 

Dorothy was born in 1918 and married John Nordal in 
1939. They remained in the Bru district and took over the 
Nordal farm. They had five children: Carole married 
Ernie Born and they have two children; Geoffrey and 
Shauna; Diana married Darwin Richmond and they have 
two children, Krista and Regan; Leonard (twin) married 
Roxann Myslychuk and they live in Winnipeg; Lenore 
(twin) married Bruce Berry and they have two children, 
Kevin and Candice; and Barry married Deborah Arason 
and they have two children, Stephanie and Vanessa. 
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BENEDIKT AND AUGUSTA ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

ALVIN AND REBE ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

Gusta and Benedict at their wedding in 1924. 

Benedikt, son of Jon Julius and Margaret Arnason, 
was born in Iceland in 1882. Jon, after the death of his 
wife, immigrated to Canada with five children and their 
grandmother, leaving one child, a girl, in Iceland. During 
the trip Benedikt, then four years old, along with his 
grandmother, became separated from the family in 
England and had to remain there several weeks before 
joining them in Canada. Jon came to Argyle in 1887, but 
was unable to obtain land there, so settled in the hills 
north of Glenboro. 

Benedikt spent some of his younger years working for 
the Steels and other farmers north of Glenboro and also 
at the Sigurdson farm in the Bru district. He became a 
carpenter by trade and some of the homes and buildings 
still in use in the Bru district were built by him. He was a 
very hard worker, and after his marriage to Augusta 
Anderson, widow of Jon Anderson, in 1924 he continued 
to do carpenter work along with farming. They left the 
farm in 1945 to live in Cypress River and at the age of 60 
built his own home in Glenboro and moved there. At the 
age of 72 he built the barn still in use today on 14-6-13, 
the family farm at Bru. Benedikt died in 1961 and 
Augusta in 1980. 

Benedikt and Augusta had two children, Alvin of 
Cypress River and Yvonne of Winnipeg. 

Alvin was born in 1925. He took over the farm after his 
brother Leonard's death in 1945. The house stood empty 
for two years at this time until his marriage to Rebe 
Fraser of Franklin, Man. in 1947. They lived there until 
moving to Cypress River in 1973, though continuing to 
farm with their sons. Alvin and Rebe had four children, 
Wayne, Wendy, Marvin and Beverly. 

Wayne married Maureen Pearce of Manitou, Man. in 
1973 and took over residence in the house as the sixth 
Anderson family there. Two years later, having bought 
the Helgason farm in the Bru district, they moved there 



Back Row: Wendy, Marvin, Wayne, and Bill. Middle Row: Beverly, 
Gary, and Marianne. Front Row: Maureen, Rebe and Alvin. 

and continued farming. They have three children, 
Mamie, Pamela and Curtis. 

Wendy married Bill Young of Cypress River and they 
farm in the area with their three children, Delmer, Sheri 
and Ryan. 

Marvin took over the house in 1975, farming with his 
father. In 1978 he married Marianne Hunchak of 
Winnipeg. Thus, now living in the original house on 14-6-
13 with their son Bradley; they are the seventh family of 
Andersons to have made it "home". 

Beverly married Gary Ruston of Cypress River. 

KRISTJAN AND THORA ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

BECKONING HILLS 

Krist jan (Amason) Anderson was born on July 14, 
1848, at Holsgerdi, in Koldukin, Iceland. He married 
Thora J onsdottir, who was born at Isolfsstadir, at 
Tjornesi, Iceland, on July 1, 1848. In 1878, they im
migrated to Manitoba and in 1881, they settled in Argyle. 
Krist jan homesteaded 34-5-14, south of Grund and 
named his homestead, "Grundasholl". 

Krist jan and Thora had five children: Krist jan, Sarah, 
Olafur (Oli) , Sigurdur and Jonina. All were born in 
Iceland, except Sigurdur, who was born in Baldur, Man. 

The family were members of the Lutheran Church in 
Baldur. Thora was very active on the church council, 
Ladies' Aid and community affairs. She was president of 
the Ladies' Aid for many years and was chosen to attend 
the synod convention in Winnipeg. 

Krist jan died in 1920, and Thora died about a year 
later. They are both buried at the Grund Cemetery. 

Sigurdur Kjartan (Siggi), the youngest child of Krist jan 
and Thora, was born on June 5, 1891. In 1912, he 
married Svanhvit (Svana) Antonious, daughter of 
Sigurdur and Wilhelminia Antoniousson, from 
Kelduskogur in Berufjardarstrond. They were married in 
the Lutheran Church in Baldur, Man. In 1925, After 
working with the C.N.R. for several years in Baldur, they 
moved to Deloraine, Man. Siggi continued to work for 

Svanhvit and Siggi. 

the C;N.R. until his retirement in 1956. He died on Aug. 
3, 1973. Svana continues to live in Deloraine. Siggi and 
Svana had two children: Beatrice Anna Thora in 1914, 
and Zola Jonina in 1917. 

In November, 1942, Beatrice married Leslie J. Greene, 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Green. They reside in 
Deloraine, Man. where Leslie operates a welding and 
machine shop. 

Zola graduated as a registered nurse at Lake Michigan 
College, Beaton Harbor, Michigan. In 1942, she married 
Dr. Alvin A. Seeingle in Medford, Oregon. They have 
five children and reside in Beaton Harbor, Michigan. 

OLI AND DORA ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

Dora and Oli with son Eyfi. 

Olafur (Oli) Anderson was born in Holsgerdi in 
Koldukinn, Iceland, in February, 1874. 

Oli came to New Iceland (Gimli) in Canada with his 
parents Krist jan and Thora Anderson in 1878, then to 
Argyle in 1881. The family homesteaded SE 34-5-14, 
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south of Grund, was called Grundarholi; meaning Grund 
Hills. Oli attended Hecla School. As a young mim he 
clerked in the R. Rollins Store. 

Haldora (Dora) was born at New Iceland (Gimli) in 
1877, then came to Argyle with her parents, Eyolfur and 
Karolina Snydal in 1882. She attended Hecla School. 

Dora became an adept seamstress. In 1899, she rented 
an apartment in the upstairs of the Schultz building, 
where she carried on her dressmaking and millinery 
business. She later moved to sewing and fitting rooms 
above R. Rollins Store, where her sister, Ella Playfair, 
joined her. 

Quote from "Baldur Gazette" January, 1900: "On 
Jan. 25, 1900, a pretty wedding was performed at the 
home of Mrs. Snydal, when her eldest daughter Haldora 
(Dora) was united in marriage to Olafur (Oli) Anderson. 
Rev. J. J. Clemens, pastor of the Lutheran Church 
officiated. The bride looked charming in white brocaded 
lustre with bridal veil and orange blossoms. The 
bridesmaid, Ella Snydal, sister of the bride, wore pin
tucked white muslin. John Snydal attended the groom. 
Miss Gertie Harrower played the wedding music." 

Oli Anderson was a charter member of the Baldur 
Lutheran Church, and its first secretary, following the 
erection of the church in 1907. He was superintendent of 
the Sunday School, and the first choir leader and soloist; 
remaining in this capacity for several decades. Oli was a 
member of the group who established the first Icelandic 
Library (Lestrarfelag) in the Grund-Baldur district in 
1893. 

In the early 1900's, Oli joined the Playfair Bros. 
General Merchants. Later Oli accepted a position as a 
salesman with the Northland Knitting Co. 

Dora and Oli had one son, Eyfi, and one daughter, 
Zola, who died in infancy in 1901. They adopted two 
daughters, Tena and Eleanor. 

In 1908, Oli and Dora moved into their new home on 
Government Road in Baldur. They continued their work 
for the church and community. Dora worked untiringly 
in the W.C.T.U. organization. The Anderson home was 
a symbol of gracious hospitality. 

Following the death of her sister, Ella, in 1925, Dora 
carried on with her sister's dressmaking and millinery 
business until her untimely death in January, 1939. 

Oli Anderson passed away in August, 1967, at the age 
of 92 years. 

Eyolfur Christian Snydal (Eyfi) Anderson was born 
Nov. 5, 1907. Eyfi attended school in Baldur and the J .B. 
Academy in Winnipeg. As a young man he worked in 
Cleghorn's Drug Store in Baldur for many years. In 
August, 1938, Eyfi married Athalheidur (Allie) 
Swainson, daughter of Thorsteinn Swains on and Kristin 
J ohannesdottir of Baldur. Later they moved to Winnipeg 
where Eyfi was employed by Ingram and Bell, a phar
maceutical company. They had two children, Dora 
Kristin and John. Allie passed away in 1976. Eyfi died in 
November, 1981. 

Albertina Freeland (Tena), an adopted daughter of Oli 
and Dora Anderson, was born in 1902, and received her 
schooling in Baldur. She graduated as a nurse from the 
Brandon General Hospital, and was employed at the 
Sanatorium in Ninette. Albertina married Percival 
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Campbell of Margaret, Man., in January, 1926. 
Following a month's honeymoon in California, the 
happy couple took up residence in Margaret, Man. 
Albertina died suddenly in 1926. 

Eleanor .Margaret Johnson Anderson, the adopted 
daughter of Oli and Dora Anderson, was born in 
Glenboro, Man., July 22, 1918. She received all her 
education in Baldur. She was employed by the Manitoba 
Telephone System in Baldur. Following her mother's 
death in 1939, Eleanor took over the dress shop. On Dec. 
28, 1949, she married Robert Brydon, a grain buyer in 
Baldur. Sometime later, they moved to Hargrave, Man. 
Eleanor then sold her dress shop, and returned to the 
Manitoba Telephone System. She commuted to Elkhorn, 
where she was chief operator for 18 years. She died in 
October, 1972. 

PAUL AND GUDNY ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

Standing: Marvin, Ella, Joe, Johnny, Josie, Herb and Albert. Seated: 
Alice, Paul, Gudny, and Thora. 

Gudny and Paul, along with their parents, immigrated 
to Canada from Iceland in 1888. Paul was 10 years old at 
the time and Gudny Adalbjorg was six months. Paul was 
born in Vesturlandi, Axarfirdi, Iceland in 1877, to 
Andres J ohannessonar and Valgerdar J osefsdottir. 
Paul's family settled on a homestead in Bru in the 
municipality of Argyle. Gudny was born in 1877 in 
Breidumyri, Vopnafordi, Iceland, to Albert and Agusta 
Johnson, who settled their family in Minnesota, U.S.A. 

In later years Paul settled in Seattle, Washington, 
U.S.A., where he was employed as a ship carpenter. It 
was there that he met Gudny (known as "Winnie" to her 
family and friends). They were married in Ballard, 
Washington in 1901. 

Returning home to Bru in 1902, they settled on his 
father's farm where they lived for 43 years. 

Family life centred around Bru Hall where social 
activities and community affairs were held. The children 
received their education at Frey and Oliver Schools. 

During Paul's younger years, he played with the local 
band and took part in different organizations. He also 
belonged to the church choir until the time of his 



retirement. Besides raising her large family Gudny was 
active in the Ladies Aid and was greatly interested in all 
community affairs. Gudny died in 1962, and Paul in 
1964. 

Paul and Gudny had 10 children: Thorunn Valgerdur 
married Stefan E. Johnson of Glenboro and they had 
four children: Bernice, Harry, Alice and Wayne. 
Thorunn died in 1978, and Stefan in 1974. 

Alice Carolina married James Dawn of Winnipeg. 
Alice was self-employed as a dressmaker for over 40 years 
in both Argyle and Winnipeg. During the hard times she 
was a great help to the family. James died in 1972. 

Johanna Bjorg married Victor Frederickson of Bru. 
They had two children: Gwendolyn, now living in Texas, 
U.S.A., and Baldwin who died at six years. Victor passed 
away in 1981. 

Herbert Andres, a self-employed carpenter in Argyle, 
died in 1950. 

Albert Jon, from 1943, served overseas with the 
Canadian Army. He married Margaret Ann Townsend of 
Winnipeg. Both died in 1973. 

Joseph married Gudrun Stefania of Bru. They had two 
boys: Gordon Lome of Winnipeg and Paul Joseph who 
died in 1972. Joseph died in 1968, and Gudrun in 1959. 

Halldor Anderson died in 1922. 
Ella Bentina lives in Winnipeg. 
John Stefan married Lillian Wakeling of Vancouver, 

B.C. 
Marvin married Muriel Mcinnes of Treherne, Man. 

They reside in Vancouver and have three girls: Joy, Judy 
and Jacqueline. 

SKULl ANDERSON FAMILY 
HALLDOR AND SIGRlOUR ANDERSON 

FAMILY 

Skuli Anderson Family. Back Row: Hjalti, Gudny, Walter, Hannes, 
Carl, Lara, John. Middle Row: Sigga, Skuli, Hilda, Gudrun, Martha. 
Sitting on parents' knees: Veiga and Fjola. Sitting in front: Gusta and 
Albert. 

Skuli and Halldor were twins and half brothers to 
Gudmundur Nordman. They were born on Oct. 4, 1851, 
at Sigurdarstodum, A Slettu, Iceland. They were four 
years old when their father, Ami Halldorson, died at the 

age of 37. The little boys grew up at their farm home with 
their mother, Gudny Skuladottir, leaving for America in 
1873. 

They spent some time in Parry Sound and 
Collingwood, Ont., where their first work was digging 
potatoes for 2~ a bushel. Realizing this was not a paying 
job, they only worked one day and spent the next month 
in a bush camp cutting trees for $15.00 a month. In 
Collingwood they worked in a warehouse piling salt 
barrels up to 17 feet high for 20~ an hour. Late in the fall 
the two brothers left for Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where 
eventually both worked for the same farmer for $120.00 
the first year and $180.00 the second year. Their wages 
were raised without their asking for it. The farmer of
fered them $200.00 if they would stay for a third year, 
but the twins had heard about Manitoba so did not hire 
on again. 

In the spring of 1876, before heading for Manitoba, 
they spent some time in Minneapolis visiting friends. 
Here Skuli married Sigridur Erlendsdottir, who had been 
born in Reykjavik, Iceland, in 1854. She had come from 
Iceland with Rev. and Mrs. Bjarnason. Rev. Jon married 
them on May 8, and they arrived in Winnipeg on May 12. 

Both brothers obtained work immediately on a 
steamboat. Late in May, Halldor took a job with John 
Taylor (a missionary and government agent) and in July, 
Skuli filed for a homestead at Gimli, a half mile north of 
Boundary Creek, naming it 'Braedraborg'. While far
ming there, Skuli was honoured by Lord Dufferin, the 
Governor-General of Canada, receiving a medal from 
Lord Dufferin for 'progress in agriculture'. The year was 
1877. Skuli and Sigridur's first child, Lara, was born that 
year. Hannes was born in 1878, and Gudny was born in 
1879. Two more children were born, but they died in 
infancy. Their names are believed to have been Snorri 
and Ami. 

Flooding made haying difficult at Braedraborg, so in 
the spring of 1879, Halldor, with Skuli and his family, 
moved north to 'Dvergasteint'. Here Skuli did some work 
for the government, clearing and making improvements 
so the low areas of land would not flood. 

During this time, Halldor was still working for John 
Taylor and also did some interpreting for those who got 
permission to go back to Manitoba during the smallpox 
quarantine. Manitoba did not include Gimli at that time. 
He was also a postman, a job from which he resigned in 
1881 when he moved to Argyle. In the fall of 1880, 
Halldor travelled to what was to become Argyle 
Municipality, where he filed for a homestead for himself, 
for Skuli and for his half-brother Gudmundur. 

In March of 1881, Skuli and Sigridur were in the first 
party to move to the Argyle settlement. They took with 
them two oxen and three cows and their belongings. 
Halldor followed later with 20 head of cattle. They 
camped near the cabin of Parry and Esplin until April 15, 
when the weather finally turned mild and each family 
went to their own land. 

On Aug. 10, 1881, Sigridur died after giving premature 
birth to a fifth child, leaving three small children. 

Lara married Kris Thordarson of Peace River, Alta. 
They have four boys and three girls. 

Hannes is a farmer at Wynyard, Sask. He married 
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Hannes Anderson Family. Skuli, Christine, Laura, Hannes, Carl, 
Margret, Louisa, Sigga, William, Hannes (Hank) and Erlind. 

Margaret Egilson, daughter of Gudmundur Egilson and 
Katrin Magnusdottir, from Iceland. They have five boys 
and four girls. 

Gudny married Halldor Jonsson (deceased). She 
worked as a seamstress in Winnipeg for many years. They 
had three girls. 

Skuli married Margaret Arnadottir, She died in 1889, 
leaving three small boys, Hjalti, Jon and Carl. 

Hjalti never married. He was a storekeeper and 
postmaster at Dominion City, Man. 

Jon married Gusta Helgason and farmed in the Bru 
district. They have one son. and one daughter. 

Carl never married. He died from pneumonia at 28. 
On Oct. 18, 1890, Skuli married Gudrun Haflidadottir 

(born April 15, 1861), in Myrasysla, Iceland. She had a 
lO-year-old-daughter, Johanna, who was brought up by 
her mother's family in Selkirk. Skuli and Gudrun had 
eight children. 

Valdimar married Ruby Baskerville. They lived at 
Dominion City where he was a storekeeper. He later 
moved to Minneapolis, Minn. They had two sons and one 
daughter. 

Sigridur married Siggi S. Jolmson, farmer at Baldur, 
Man. They had two sons. 

Marta (Mrs. Ben Helgason) lived in Long Beach, Cal. 
and later Vancouver, B.C. They had one son and one 
daughter. 

Albert married Gladys Baskerville. They had three 
daughters. 

Svanhildur was Mrs. Cecil Hartwell of Winnipeg, 
Man. They had one son. 

Sigurveig married Mr. Embury. They had one son. She 
married a second time. 

Fjoli married Eddie Hardie of Winnipeg, Man. They 
had one son. 

Gusta died at the early age of 11 years. 
Skuli also brought up his sister's grandchild, Johannes 

Thordarson (Joe). In earlier years he also helped to bring 
up a sister's son, Siggi Freeman. 

Upon retiring from farming in 1914, Skuli and Gudrun 
moved to Dominion City, Man. where Skuli bought a 
store. In 1923, they moved to Winnipeg to live with their 
daughter, Fjola. Skuli died Sept. 6, 1932. Gudrun died 
June 25, 1937. 
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In 1881, Halldor married Sigridur J onesdottir from 
Landi, Axarfirdi, Iceland. They had three sons. 

Arni farmed his father's farm until retiring to live in 
Cypress River. He never married. 

Jonas owned a store in Cypress River for many years. 
He married Janasina Tryggvadottir (Stefanson). They 
had two sons and two daughters. 

Snorri farmed with his brother Arni until retiring to 
town. He married Kay Owens, who was a school teacher 
at Cypress River for many years. 

Halldor and Sigridur also had a foster daughter Villa 
(Mrs. Laurence Johnson). 

Halldor died Sept. 22, 1932. Sigridur died June 22, 
1930. 

The twin brothers, Halldor and Skuli, farmed side by 
side in partnership for 25 years. It has been said that 
never was a partnership more successful. 

Siggi and Gudlaug Freeman. 

Siggi Freeman (Sigurdson) chose to be called Siggi 
Freeman. He was born in Iceland on April 14, 1872, and 
was sent to Canada as a young child to be raised in the 
homes of his twin uncles, Skuli and Halldor Arnason 
(Anderson), (his mother was their sister). As a young 
man growing up in the Bru district he became well-known 
as a swift runner. When any messages or errands' needed 
quick attention a call would go out for young Siggi who 
would run all the way, quickly getting the job done! In 
1897, in Winnipeg, he married Gudlaug Helga Thor
bergsdottir who was born Nov. 27, 1876. They had five 
children. 

Siggi died in October, 1951, and Gudlaug on July 4, 
1955. 

THOMAS AND BRIGGET ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

Tom Anderson homesteaded NW 18-4-12 in the early 
1880's. He married Brigget Lennan, from Ireland. They 
had five children: Bob, Jack: Jean, Louisa, and Alex. 
Tom was a brother of Mrs. Wm. Craik. 

Bob married and had three daughters in Boissevain. 
Jack married and had six children. His family lived at 
Dewdney, B.C. Jean and Louisa are deceased. Alex 
married and lived at Carman. 

Tom and Brigget left Dry River in 1899, and settled on 
a farm at Roland. 



CAMIEL AND BERTHA ANDRIES 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Leo, Lome, Andy, Bertha and Carniel. Middle Row: Mary 
Georgette, Rosena, and Bob. Front Row: Larry and Fred. 

Camiel came to U.S.A. in 1910, from Knesealeare, 
Belgium where he worked in the peppermint fields. He 
stayed there for two years before returning to Belgium 
for a short time, then he came to Canada in 1912. Camiel 
worked as a farm labourer in the Swan Lake and 
Mariapolis district from 1912 to 1927. He then bought a 
farm at Greenway, 19-4-12. He farmed there as a 
bachelor for two years and in January of 1929 he married 
Bertha Goeguebuer. 

They bought a farm in the Baldur district, 24-4-14 and 
here they had two more children. They moved to the 26-
4-14 for five years, from 1952 to 1957, returning to 24-4-
14 until their retirement in Baldur in 1969. They then sold 
the farm to Rene Martens. 

Camiel and Bertha had nine children. 
Andy married Gerarda De Kezel in 1954, they have five 

children. 
Lorne passed away in 1968. 
Rosena married Germain Leverault in 1952. They farm 

in the Baldur district and have three children. 
Georgette married Frank Roeges in 1959. They farm in 

the Baldur district and have two children. 
Leo married Doreen Geirneart in 1960. They farm the 

homestead in Greenway. They have four children. 
Fred married Inga Bjornson in 1965. He is customs 

officer in Crystal City. They have three children. 
Mary married Tom Goodbrand of Belmont in 1965. 

They reside in Winnipeg. He is a truck driver. They have 
two children. 

Larry married Karen Weik of Arborg in 1971. He 
works on B.C. City Hydro and they have three children. 

Bob works for Atco Structures in Winnipeg. 
Camiel passed away in January, 1980 at the age of 91. 

Bertha lives in Baldur. 

SIGURDUR AND ANNA ANTONIUS 
FAMILY 

Sigurdur and Anna. 

Sigurdur Antonius, the "pater familias", was born in 
Iceland Aug. 7, 1850, in a small coastal village in the 
eastern part of Iceland. He immigrated to Canada in 
1876, arriving in Winnipeg with a group of 400 other 
immigrants one day after his 26th birthday, on Aug. 8, 
1876. The total fare was $57.00; $35.00 from Iceland to 
Quebec City and $22.00 from Quebec to Winnipeg. The 
dollar bought a lot of travel back then, although the 
accommodation and food would be considered unfit for 
pigs by today's standards. 

Sigurdur went to Gimli, in the Northwest Territories, 
along with 1200 others, but considered the area hardly 
more than wood-covered swamp, and after two months 
stay there without taking up any land hiked back to 
Winnipeg. He was still single and obtained work on a 
farm near Headingley. The wages were 1O¢ a day and 
board. His employer was a French Metis by the name of 
Lagimodiere, with a large family which was almost 
annihilated by the smallpox epidemic that struck the area 
that winter. He earned his dime a day as he ended up by 
doing chores for two neighbours, also struck by 
smallpox, as well as cooking meals for the ill Lagimodiere 
and his surviving children. Luckily, he remained free of 
infection himself. 

The winter was severe, the death toll heavy in the area 
and every farm had dead stored in a back shed, as there 
was no way to dig the necessary graves with so many ill. 
In the spring he learned to use a shovel well, for he helped 
dig 15 or 16 graves. 

After two years on the farm he left to work in Win
nipeg at various jobs; mostly as a construction labourer. 
In the winter he worked for farmers in the Headingley 
area, often walking to Gimli Settlement to visit his 
friends, walking the distance with seemingly no effort. 

A popular sport in those days was walking matches -
with an international flavour, for competitors came from 
as far away as Minneapolis. Sigurdur entered one of these 
in 1879. He emerged the winner, having walked 132 miles 
in 24 hours, an all-time record for that distance. The 
other half of the story is that Sigurdur was working on a 
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farm west of Winnipeg at the time, so he had to walk to 
the match and then home again after the race, making a 
total distance walked, without sleep, of over 150 miles. A 
well-known Winnipeg man walked only 107 miles in this 
race and a much-touted St. Paul runner covered 105 
miles. Sigurdur did not enter again as he had proved his 
prowess. Another instance of Sigurdur's endurance 
occurred when he rode a purebred blood mare from 
Winnipeg to Baldur without a stopover. The family kept 
the blood lines of this mare well into the 1940's. The 
mare's descendants continued to show her high quality 
and stamina. 

He was now 29 years of age and anxious to take up 
land for himself. He seriously considered the Cavalier 
area in North Dakota, where relatives had settled. The 
land was sandy and he considered it superior to the 
swamps of Gimli. After an exploratory trip, he found 
that he wouldn't have enough money to get even a small 
start there. Therefore, he continued to work on farms 
and in Winnipeg until the Icelandic migration to the 
Argyle area to take up homesteads in the early 1880's. 
Sigurdur filed claim to NW 22-5-14 as a homestead, and 
the land is still in the family almost a hundred years later. 

Sigurdur married Anna Simmons in 1882. Her fat~er 
had homesteaded about eight miles north and two mIles 
east of Baldur. Anna's brother, Bill Simmons, owned the 
first steam threshing outfit in the Icelandic community. 
Bill Simmons and his wife adopted Sigurdur's youngest 
daughter Myrtle, as her mother, Anna, died at Myrtle's 
birth. Other children born to Sigurdur and Anna were: 
Gudny, Mrs. Fred Joel, deceased; Stigur, still living at 
age 91 and residing with his son on the original 
homestead site; Valdis, who spent 50 years in New York, 
now deceased and buried in the Baldur Cemetery; and 
Svannah, Mrs. Sig Anderson of Deloraine, Man. 

Sigurdur lived to be 95 years old, dying in Dece~ber ~f 
1945. He is buried in the Grund Cemetery alongsIde hIS 
wife Anna who predeceased him by 46 years. 

Stigur (Steve) Antonius was Sigurdur's only son. He 
farmed actively until he was 77 years of age. During his 
long farming career he, along with the help of his son 
Albert cleared 300 acres of virgin bush land, which was 
put under cultivation. They raised a number of pigs and 
cattle as well as grain farming. 

Stigur married Maria Magdalene Goodman, who 
shared the burden and bore him six children, all living at 
date of this writing. 

Wilmar married Steina Sigurdson from Lundar, Man. 
They had two children, Robert and Judy, both married. 
They live at Langley, B.C. Steina passed away April 30, 
1981. 

Steve Jr. married Lois Pink from Pierson. They have 
three children. They all live in Winnipeg. 

Albert is unmarried and farms the original homestead. 
Doris married Gordon McQuade of Miami. They live 

at Red Lake, Ont. They have no children. 
Valdis married Ross Campbell of Bethany, where they 

farm. They have four children, all living in Winnipeg. 
John graduated in medicine in Winnipeg. He took 

post-graduate work in pathology for four years. He 
married Elaine Hitz. They have two children and live in 
Portland, Oregon. 
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HOMESTEADING IN MANITOBA 
WILLIAM APPERLEY FAMILY 

William Apperley came to Manitoba from the country 
town of Allison, Ont. in 1882. He was a painter by trade. 
He walked from Emerson to Galloway'S in Marringhurst, 
about 100 miles. Mr. Galloway was uncle to Mrs. 
William Apperley. Mr. Galloway told William that if he 
would help him put in his crop in the spring of 1882, he 
would go and help him put up a log house on the 
homestead he had taken up on NE 32-4-12. William 
Apperley returned to Ontario in the summer o.f 1882, and 
returned in the spring of 1883 with the famIly of three 
girls, Minnie, Golda, and Gertrude. Later there were four 
more children, Cora, Edway, Frank and Irene. All the 
children attended Dry River School which was started in 
1885. William used to work at Pilot Mound at painting. 
He would walk the distance and ford the Pembina River 
before a bridge was made. William had a joke that the 
coldest winter he went through was one summer in 
Duluth. It was there that he worked, painting buggies for 
a man named Shutler of German descent. One day 
William painted on the name Shutler with two "T's." 
Shutler then said, "My Got Villiam, can't you spell 
Shutler?" 

William farmed until 1921, then moved to Winnipeg 
until 1929, when he came back to Edway's. He died 
November, 1929. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Apperly on their 55th wedding an
niversary which was held at May and Alex Graham's. 

Edway Apperley, called Ed, lived on 29-4-12, where he 
and his family have resided since the spring of 1929. Ed 
was always a farmer at heart. He died in Morden, 
November, 1975. Graydon still works the farm. Lome 
lives in Rathwell and Pearl on Vancouver Island, B.C. 



GUDNY ARADOTTIR 

Gudny Aradottir came to Canada from Thingeyar
syslu, Iceland with her husband Sigurbjorn Johannsson 
and their three little daughters. They lived in Winnipeg 
for only a short time, when her husband died. She was 
faced with life in a new land and the upbringing of her 
little girls on her own. She moved to Argyle and settled 
on property close to that of her brother, Skafti Arason. 
She suffered much tragedy in her life, but she was a brave 
and courageous woman. Skafti was most helpful and 
kind to her. Gudny's daughters, Herborg, Kristbjorg and 
Sigrun, all died of tuberculosis; Herborg in October of 
1893, Kristbjorg in December of 1895. The year of 
Sigrun's death is uncertain. Gudny spent the last years of 
her life in the home of Skafti Arason and his family. She 
died there in October, 1901 and was buried beside her 
daughters in Grund Cemetery. 

The beautiful light fixtures in Grund Church were 
donated by her. The original kerosene lamps were later 
converted to electric lights. 

SKAFTI AND ANNA ARASON 
FAMILY 

Skafti Arason was born in the north of Iceland in the 
year 1850. His parents were farmers. His father died 
when he was 10 and his mother when he was 15 years old. 
Conditions in Iceland during his youth were not good and 
so he decided to leave the country for America. In 1874, a 
ship load of about 360 landed at Quebec. They went from 
there to Toronto and then north to the Village of 
Kinmount. They stayed there for the winter under very 
hard conditions. In the spring it was found that the area 
was not a suitable place for homesteading and it was 
decided to send a committee to Manitoba to look for land 
for an Icelandic colony. As a result, five men came from 
Kinmount settlement and Skafti Arason was one of them. 
They arrived in Winnipeg on July 16, 1875. They were the 
first Icelanders to set foot in Manitoba. 

Land for a colony was not available near Winnipeg so 
they travelled north along the west shore of Lake 
Winnipeg to the northern boundary of the small province 
of Manitoba. As a result of their recommendations, the 
colony of New Iceland was established in the now Gimli, 
Riverton, Arborg district. The settlers came from the 
Ontario settlement and landed at Gimli on Oct. 31, 1875. 
More came from Iceland in 1876 and, with government 
help, the settlement grew. They suffered many hardships, 
among them a smallpox epidemic which took the lives of 
over 100 and resulted in a quarantine of the community 
for over seven months. Weather was bad and high winds 
flooded the hay meadows and fields, often resulting in 
loss of crops and hay. As a result of these adverse con
ditions, many decided to look elsewhere for land. Skafti 
Arason and four other men left in September, 1880, 
walked to Winnipeg, Pilot Mound and hence to the north 
end of Argyle Municipality where they filed homesteads 
at Millford. They then went back to Gimli for the winter. 

Skafti had married in 1877, and· had two children by 

1881. On March 15, 1881, with his wife, son Trygvi and 
daughter Gudrun, they left Gimli for their homestead 
land which he had filed on NW 24-6-14. He had three 
oxen and one horse hitched to four sleighs. On one sleigh 
was a house, six feet wide and ten feet long, in which they 
lived until July, when a shelter was erected. There were 
three other families and their effects in the caravan. They 
travelled across the open prairies and arrived on March 
31, 1881. His meagre possessions on his arrival were the 
three oxen and one horse, four sleighs, ten head of cattle, 
one-hundred pounds of flour, $3.00 in money and one 
poor plow. Their first years were hard work but they 
persisted and soon had acquired and broken much land. 
They suffered considerable loss of stock, implements and 
possessions in the prairie fire of 1886. 

Skafti Arason was a leader in community affairs in the 
first settlement. He was also a progressive farmer. He 
shipped the first cream from Glenboro, by rail, to 
Winnipeg and also, with Jewsburys and Simons, shipped 
the first flax out of the district. 

He had a great love for his adopted land and was 
grateful for the bounty it had produced for him. He had 
acquired quite a bit of an estate and had planned to travel 
and see more of this great country but he died in 1903, at 
the age of 53. 

Skapti and Anna had six children. 
Trygvi was born in New Iceland in 1878. He died in 

1965. He farmed in Bru and Cypress River areas. 
Gudrun was born in 1880. She married P.G. Magnus 

and is deceased. 
Oli was born in Glenboro in 1882, and died in 1966. He 

farmed all his life on the homestead. 
Herman was born in Glenboro in 1884, and died in 

1920. 
August was born in Glenboro in 1886, and died in 

1958. He farmed on the home farm for many years 
before moving into Glenboro. 

Gwen was born in Glenboro in 1888, and married John 
Baldwin. She passed away in 1978. 

Each of the children, except Herman, married and 
their children have moved far and wide across Canada, as 
well as many who still live in the district. Skapti (Skip) 
Arason still farms on the original homestead, one of the 
few farms in the area that has been farmed by the same 
family since homestead days. 

TRYGGVI AND OLIVE ARASON 
FAMILY 

Tryggvi S. Arason was the eldest son of Skapti and 
Anna Arason of 24-6-14 in the Municipality of Argyle. 
He was born at Husavik, Man., on April 27, 1878. On 
March 15, 1881, at the age of two years, he came to 
Argyle with his parents and sister Gudrun. On Oct. 11, 
1911, Tryggvi married Olive Thordarson, daughter of 
Siggeir and Anna Thordarson. Olive was born on Jan. 
17, 1889 and raised in Winnipeg, Man., where she at
tended Saint Mary's Academy, and later worked as a 
dressmaker for a number of years. After their marriage, 
they moved to Edmonton, Alta., where Tryggvi and 
Asgeir Hallgrimson built and for two years operated the 
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Tryggvi and Olive. 

Dreamland Theatre on Jasper Avenue. They later 
returned to Manitoba and farmed on 15-6-l3 in the Bru 
district until 1934, when they moved onto the old Levi 
Darling farm, 11-7 -l3, two miles west of Cypress River, 
Man. The Bru farm, 15-6-13, was sold to Anthony Gillis 
in the fall of 1942, and Tryggvi then bought the Wes 
Porteous farm across No. 2 highway. In 1948, they 
retired and built a new home in Glenboro, Man., When 
the old Glenboro nursing. home building was converted 
and opened into the first senior citizen's home in 1959, 
Tryggvi and Olive became the first residents. They 
celebrated the Golden Wedding Anniversary in 1961. 
Olive passed away on Oct. 26, 1964, and Tryggvi on 
March 15, 1964. They are buried in the Bru District 
Cemetery. 

Elmer, Stanley, Brian, Allan and Lloyd. 

Olive and Tryggvi had five sons: Elmer Lawrence, who 
was bOlll on April 24, 1915; Stanley Skapti, who was 
born on Jan. 19, 1917; Bryan Herman, who was born on 
Sept. 25, 1923; Allan Tryggvi, who was born on May 10, 
1925; and Kenneth Lloyd, who was born on Sept. 3, 
1926. 

Elmer married Helen Patterson of Cypress River, 
Man. on April 10, 1943, and they live on the home farm 
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west of Cypress River, Man. They adopted four children: 
Deborah (Debbie) Kathleen; Kerry Lynn; Tryggvi S.; 
Janette Olive. 

Stanley married Eve Hession on June 3, 1940 and they 
had five children: Marilyn Ann; Verna Olive; Kathleen 
Norah; Wayne. Stanley passed away in June of 1975, and 
Eva in November of 1980. They are both buried in 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Bryan married Florence Yeo on Dec. 1, 1953, and they 
had three children: Vivian; Marvin; and Bruce who died 
accidentally on June 28, 1976. 

Allan married Evelyn Pantel of Cypress River, Man., 
on June 3, and they have six children: Garry; Dianne; 
Lynette; Cindy; Neil; and Glenn. 

Lloyd lives in Vancouver, B.C., and has one son, 
Richard Herman. 

OLI AND OLGA ARASON FAMILY 
SKAPTI AND EDITH ARASON 

FAMILY 

ali and Olga Arason's wedding in 1912. 

Oli S. Arason was born on March 12, 1882, on the 
original homestead, NW 24-6-14. His father, Skapti 
Arason, was one of the four first Icelandic pioneers to 
settle in the Grund District south of Glenboro. He was 
the first child born in the settlement. He grew up on the 
family farm, and when his father passed away in 1903, he 
and his brothers carried on with the farming operation. 

Oli didn't receive much formal schooling, so most of 
what he learned was taught to him by the school of ex
perience. He did, however, attend the Manitoba 
Agricultural College for two winters. 

In 1912, he married Olga Emily Frederickson, the 
daughter of Olgeir Frederickson. Olga was born and 
raised on the family homestead situated two miles west of 
the Arason homestead. After their marriage Oli and Olga 
took over the family farm. 

By this time the Arason brothers, Oli, Tryggvi, 
Herman and August had, along with their two sisters, 



accumulated four farms as well as some property in 
Glenboro. In 1920, Herman passed away and the three 
remaining brothers continued to operate their land 
holdings with Oli and his wife remaining on the original 
homestead. 

About 1930, the family divided up their holdings with 
Oli taking over the home farm which consisted of six 
quarters of land. 

Oli was a good worker and a good manager and carried 
on a grain and livestock operation, tending around 80 to 
100 head of cattle as well as a fair number of hogs. All the 
field work was done with horses, so from 25 to 30 horses 
were kept as well. 

Oli and Olga had two children, Esther and Skapti. The 
children took their education at Frey School which was 
one mile east of their home and at the Glenboro High 
School. 

In 1940, Esther married Arnor Ingaldson of Winnipeg 
who was, at that time, in the R.C.A.F. Central Com
mand Band. They resided in Winnipeg for some time 
before being transferred to Ottawa and later to Ed
monton where Arnor retired from the service. After his 
retirement from the R.C.A.F., Arnor worked as a 
commissionaire at the Edmonton City Hall. Arnor has 
since retired from this position and he and Esther now 
live in Vancouver, B.C. 

They had one son, Frederick. 
Skapti, after finishing school, attended the University 

of Manitoba where he studied agriculture for two years. 
In 1941 he joined the R.C.A.F. and received his pilot's 
wings in January, 1943, graduating as a pilot officer. 
Following a navigation course in Charlottetown, P.E.I., 
he went over to England and spent most of his time there 
as an instructor - staff pilot at operational training units. 
In November, 1944, he returned home and went farming 
on the home farm. 

In 1945, he married Edith Avery, formerly of Nesbitt, 
and they took over the farm, his father and mother 
moving to Glenboro that year. 

They have three children. 
Gregory, the oldest, attended the University of 

Manitoba, Faculty of Agriculture, and is at present the 
corporate secretary of Manitoba Pool Elevators. He and 
his wife, the former Margaret Barlow of Carberry, who is 
a graduate of Home Economics from the University of 
Manitoba, and their two sons, Colin and Cade, presently 
reside in Winnipeg. 

Eileen, after finishing high school, took teacher 
training at the University of Manitoba. She and her 
husband, Daryl Beamish, reside in Brandon with her 
three children, Carrie, Catharine and Jeremy. Daryl, a 
former school teacher, is now employed by "Reader's 
Digest" and Eileen is office manageress for an insurance 
adjusting firm. 

Nancy, on completing high school, obtained em
ployment with Cambridge Publishers in Winnipeg. This 
firm sent her to I.B.M. where she took a course in 
electronic typesetting. She has since worked as a 
typesetter for Cambridge, Litho Art, Public Press, the 
University of Manitoba Print Shop and is at present with 
the "Manitoba Cooperator", a newspaper published by 
Manitoba Pool Elevators in Winnipeg. Nancy was active 

in music from the time she was very young and is now 
singing with the Winnipeg Philharmonic Choir. 

Oli and Olga continued to live in their home in 
Glenboro until his death in 1966. Olga remained in her 
home for a number of years and when she was no longer 
able to live by herself she moved to the senior citizen's 
home in Glenboro where she died in 1976. 

Oli and Olga were active in community affairs. Oli was 
one of the founding members of the Glenboro Co
operation Elevator Association and was on the board of 
directors of that body for 21 years. He was also treasurer 
of Grund Church for over 20 years. Olga was a lifetime 
member of the Grund Ladies' Aid and in later years a 
member of the Glenboro Hospital Aid and the Senior 
Citizen's Home Guild. 

Their home was a happy home and the door was 
always open to their many relatives and friends. 

At the present time Skapti and Edith continue to reside 
on and operate the family farm. Edith is employed as a 
secretary in the Tiger Hills School Division office. 

The Arason farm is one of the few farms in the 
community which has been handed down from father to 
son and is still operated by a direct descendant of the 
original homesteader. In 1981, the Arason family had 
resided on the same farm for over 100 years. 

HERMAN AND DONNA ARASON FAMILY 

Back Row: Herman, Donna and John. Front Row: Laura and Signe. 

Herman Arason was born in 1923 in Glenboro, Man. 
His parents were August and Aurora Arason. August was 
the son of pioneer settlers in Argyle, Skapti and Anna 
Arason, who homesteaded NW 24-6-14, in 1880. Aurora 
was the daughter of Olgeir and Borga Frederickson, also 
pioneer settlers who homesteaded this quarter NW 22-6-
14, in 1881. 

Donna Arason was born in Glenboro in 1928, daughter 
of Carl and Anna Baldwin. Carl's parents were Baldwin 
and Gudney Benediktsson, pioneers on SW 2-6-14 north 
of Baldur. Anna's parents were Stephen and Mathildur 
Christie who pioneered on NW 30-6-14 in the 1880's. 

Herman received his education in Glenboro 
Elementary and High School. He served in the Air Force 
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during the Second World War. After the war he worked 
for a time with Manitoba Hydro. He became actively 
involved in farming in 1948. He attended the University 
of Manitoba, receiving a Diploma of Agriculture in 1950. 
He has been active in many community organizations: 4-
H, Agricultural Society, Pool Elevators, Kiwanis, 
Lutheran Church and served as councillor for Ward Six 
for 14 years. He was the first Manitoban to receive the 
Nuffield Agricultural Scholarship in 1953. He enjoys golf 
and curling. 

Donna was educated in Glenboro and Winnipeg. She 
graduated as an R.N. from Grace Hospital in 1950. In 
1952, she received a Diploma in Public Health Nursing 
from the University of Manitoba. Her nursing career 
included work at Grace Hospital, Victorian Order of 
Nurses in Winnipeg and Moose Jaw, public health work 
in the South West Health Unit, as well as some local 
hospital work. She has been active in Glenboro Lutheran 
Church work as well as the Glenboro Hospital Aid and 
other local groups. She enjoys cooking. 

Herman and Donna were married in 1958, at which 
time they took over the farm from Mr. and Mrs. Bjorn S. 
Johnson. They have three children. 

Signe Elaine was born on Feb. 23, 1960. She graduated 
from the University of Manitoba as a dental hygienist, 
and is now employed in Winnipeg. 

Laura Dianne was born on Dec. 9, 1961. She is at
tending the University of Manitoba, studying Human 
Ecology. 

John Baldwin was born on June 6, 1963. He is 
finishing grade XII this year and plans to attend the 
University of Brandon. 

Signe, Laura and John were all born and raised within 
eight miles of where both their parents and grandparents 
on both sides were born. 

The parents of both Herman and Donna are deceased. 
Herman has three sisters: 

Emily who is Mrs. Tom Oleson of Glenboro. 
Alice who is Mrs. Lome Ferg of Brandon. 
Lillian who is Mrs. Jack Davidson of Manotick, Ont. 
Donna has a brother Ben of Calgary, Alta. 
Farming in Argyle has been rewarding for both 

Herman and Donna in material and spiritual ways. They 
have had satisfaction in being actively involved in many 
of the things which has made life in this area worthwhile 
and rewarding. They take pride in the fact that the farm 
qualifies as a 'Centennial Farm', having been farmed by 
members of the same family since 1881. On July 6, 1980, 
the farm was the location for a reunion of the descen
dants of Olgeir and Borga Frederickson, who 
homesteaded the farm. Attending were 108 people, aged 
from a few months to'92 years, living from coast to coast 
in Canada, and from Missouri and California in the 
U.S.A. 

MAC AND CLARA ARCHIBALD FAMILY 

H.M. Archibald (Mac) and wife and family moved 
from Saskatchewan to Neelin, Man., in 1937. Mac 
operated the United Grain Growers elevator until his 
retirement in 1968. Mac was a curler, and he and Clara 
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took part in all the activities of the town and community. 
The Archibalds had two daughters, Connie and 

Margaret (Marg). They both attended high school in 
Neelin and trained as telephone operators. Each one 
worked in the telephone office in Baldur for a time. 

Connie married and moved to the States where she and 
her husband still live. They have four children: Rod, 
Rick, Dennis, and Michelle. 

Margaret also moved to the States to live. She has two 
daughters: Sandi and Nikki. 

Mac passed away Nov. 6, 1971. Clara lives in Cart
wright. 

SIMUNDUR ARNASON 

Simundur Amason was born at Bae in Bulasveit in 
December, 1846. He immigrated to Canada in 1892, and 
settled in the Argyle Municipality on S 33-5-13. 

He was an intelligent hard-working man. He never 
married but had a housekeepter Gudrun Ivarsdottir, born 
in 1852, in Iceland. Simundur took and raised a boy, 
Krist jan Isfjord and a girl, Gudrun Jonsdottir Richter. 
Gudrun and Krist jan attended Thor School when it was 
built. Krist jan married and lived for many years in 
Baldur. Gudrun Richter married Jon Bardarson. 

Simundur was interested in his community and was one 
of the ratepayers who voted at the organizational meeting 
to build Thor School. 

When Simundur's housekeeper passed away, he sold the 
farm and moved to Baldur where he lived in a small home 
on Schultz Street until he could not fend for himself. He 
then went to live with his foster son Kris Isfjord, where he 
passed away July 2, 1935, at the age of 89. 

LORENZO AND PET A ARNOLD FAMILY 

George and Susan Arnold brought up their family of 
two daughters and six sons near Guelph, Ont. When their 
sons became young men, they went west in search of 
land. One of their sons, Lorenzo (Ren), born in 1876, 
took up a homestead in the Skalholt district near 
Glenboro, Man. There he met Petrun (Peta) Paulson who 
had been raised there. She was the daughter of Peter and 
Gudlaug Paulson. Ren and Peta were married in 1908. 

After their first two children were born, Lillian Juanita 
in 1909, and Lorenzo Peter (Laurie) in 1911, Ren decided 
to buy a farm in the Argyle district near Baldur, because 
there was no possibility of a school being built near the 
homestead. 

Becoming discouraged after several crop failures, he 
sold the farm and went on to different work. 

Their second son, Carl Theodore (Ted) was born in 
1920. In Framnes, Man. the following children were 
born; Gladys Dorothy in 1922, Grace Yvonne in 1926, 
John Douglas in 1929, and Joyce Gwendolyn (Gwen) in 
1934. 

The family lived there until Ren's failing health forced 
his retirement. Finally they lived in Gimli for a short time 
and he passed away in 1946. 

At the present time, 1981, five of his children live in 
Manitoba, one in Alberta and one in New Mexico, 



U.S.A. His descendants number 22 grandchildren and 15 
great-grandchildren. Some of these live not far from 
where Ren was brought up. 

BILL AND MARY ARNOLD FAMILY 

James Wilson passed away from a severe chilling, 
when cleaning out a well on a very hot day in 1887. His 
widow, Janet, then married William Arnold, who 
became the parents of William J. Arnold Jr. on Feb. 11, 
1898. 

William Jr. spent part of his early life with Wilson 
relatives and attended Greenway School. Bill Jr. took 
later schooling at Pilot Mound, following which he began 
to train as a dental surgeon. 

In February, 1916, Bill Jr. joined the C.E.F. with the 
203 and trained at Camp Hughes. He saw service in 
France with the 52nd Battalion, where he served from 
1917-1919 at Vimy, Passchendaele, Arras and Mons. 
After his discharge from the army he resumed studies at 
the dental college from which he graduated in 1924. 

In this year, Bill married Mary Gemmell from Pilot 
Mound. Together they settled in Baldur, where they were 
both active in all community activities. Bill had been a 
bugler in the army and always sounded the Last Post at 
the yearly Remembrance Day Service and concert. He 
was a member of the Baldur School Board, the Canadian 
Legion and sang in the United Church Choir. Mary was a 
model mother of their two daughters; Betty and 
Marguerite. She was a great help in the U.C.W. 

It is of interest to note that the building in Baldur 
where Bill Jr. practised dentistry is now torn down, to be 
replaced by a new municipal office. 

Just shortly before moving to Winnipeg, a son William 
Samuel was born. A second son, John was born after the 
family settled in Winnipeg. 

During WW II, Bill Jr. served with the Royal Canadian 
Dental Corps. In August, 1945, he was discharged with 
rank of Major. 

After many years as dentist in Deer Lodge Hospital, 
Mary and Bill retired to their home in St. James. 

Owing to the fact that daughter, Betty (Aitken) and 
sons, John and Bill all were residing in eastern Canada, 
Mary and Bill moved to an apartment in Toronto. 
Marguerite and family reside in British Columbia. 

ASMUNDUR AND KRISTBJORG 
ASMUNDSSON 

There are countless tales of courage about western 
Canada's early pioneers. The town of Baldur has its share 
of these sagas. 

Asmundur Asmundsson was born at Baegisstadir in 
Thistilfjordur, Iceland, April 26, 1845. His parents were 
Asmundur Jonsson, who once farmed at Holi in 
Kaupangasveit in Eyjafjordur, and Kristin Ingveldur 
Asmundsdottir from Fjoll in Kelduhverfi. When he was 
12 years old, Asmundur moved with his parents to Mana 
at Tjornnesi in S. Thingeyjasyslu and lived there with 
them until he was 20 years of age. He worked at 

Asmunder Asmundson - noted pioneer. 

Kelduhverfi for three years, then returned home again. 
He had decided to support his parents to the end of 

their lives and share their fate, whatever it might be. It 
was decided to obtain a small home in the area and his 
father sent him to Thistilfjord to make arrangements 
with the man concerned with the place. The journey will 
now be reviewed. 

He started out in the morning from Skogar in Axarf
jordur to Nupur. Instead of going across the treacherous 
Axarfjord moors he set out for Sandfellshagi, which is a 
farm beneath the moors on a well-travelled road. A 
blizzard blew up from the northeast, with sharply
drifting snow underfoot and high banks formed to the 
north. It was viciously cold and the storm rose to brutal 
force. Never before had Asmundur experienced such 
violence of the elements. He found it impossible to 
continue further, so decided to find shelter. He started to 
retrace his trail but he slid off a cliff. He hardly knew 
what happened, but felt contact with the cliff and intense 
pain. 

He lay unconscious and, when he came to, he felt great 
pain in his left shoulder. He managed to get to his feet 
and find shelter. His left arm now felt paralyzed and the 
pain unbearable. He lay there all night. 

The next morning the sun was shining and his hope of 
winning the struggle for life was revived. He went 
eastward to Thistilfjord, wandered all that day and lost 
the right path. He came to a broken marker in the road, 
but felt unable to continue the journey and stayed there 
until morning. 

At dawn, he tried to go on again, but gravel and loose 
ice prevented him from continuing. He turned and went 
back to where he spent the night. He was close to a farm 
house. 

The farm was Sjoaland. The people received him well 
and everything was done to help him. Both his feet and 
his left hand were frozen to the bone. The limbs were 
thawed in snow water for 10 days, but could not be saved 
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because his limbs had been frozen, thawed and refrozen. 
He was confined to bed for a month at the farm home, 
tortured with pains and contracting muscles and nerves. 

He was taken to Thorunarsel, where a physician 
removed his left hand at the middle of the forearm and 
one foot at the ankle. The assistant physician removed 
the other foot some time later. 

He was confined to bed for a year, but was taken to his 
parents at Mana in the spring. He lost his mother the 
following summer. This left him sorely bereft, for she 
attended to his needs with great devotion and self
sacrifice. 

Asmundur started to crawl on his hands and knees 
after about a year. He then had wooden stubs made, 
lined with padding and woollen socks, and fitted his stubs 
in. The stumps never healed due to chips of dead bone at 
the end of each stump. 

The following year, he earned his living on land and 
sea. During that time he met Kristbjorg Jonsdottir and 
married her in 1875. After that they lived two years at 
Tjornes and moved from there to Thistilfjord, where they 
lived for six years with Olafur Jonsson, who in every way 
proved such a staunch friend to him that he considered 
himself more indebted to him than any other man outside 
his family. There, Asmundur became fairly well-to-do, 
considering the circumstances, and there he lived happily. 

In the summer of 1883, he moved with his wife to 
Canada and settled in the Baldur district in Manitoba. 
Shortly after he filed on a homestead and farmed there 
for 13 years. Four years after he moved to Canada the 
pain in his stumps increased, with swelling and bleeding, 
so that he was unable to leave his bed. Then he made the 
acquaintance of a physician, Dr. Gunn, who proved a 
friend in need. He admitted Asmundur to a hospital in 
Winnipeg where further amputations were made on both 
legs. The stumps healed better than before. New stubs 
were made, designed with a round wooden plate fastened 
to a strong iron frame. From the frame, four metal 
braces extended up the thighs; leather straps fastened to 
the braces circled the thighs and were laced together with 
leather thongs. These were joined to a strap that went 
around the waist. He needed no fewer than 10 to 20 
knitted socks (open at the ends), of differing lengths, to 
fill up the leather circles of tubes and protect the tender 
stumps from sores. The total weight of all this equip
ment, which he wore all the time, was 26 pounds and by 
the time he got dressed he often was all in. 

Asmundur began farming with only one cow but ran a 
fair-sized operation for a time. At its best the stock 
consisted of 3 horses, 15 to 20 cattle, 60 sheep, some hogs 
and about 50 fowl. At that time Olafur Jonsson, the good 
friend mentioned earlier in this article, came to Canada. 
It was a happy reunion and Asmundur took the op
portunity to repay him somewhat for his support and 
friendship in the past by allowing Olafur the use of half 
of his land. 

Asmundur's land was encumbered by debt. In the end 
he thought it wise to sell his land and stock and give up 
farming. After that he earned his living tending sheep and 
cattle for 15 years. At that time he and Kristbjorg moved 
to the village of Baldur, bought a basement foundation 
and moved a small house onto it. This was their home for 
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10 years and there Kristbjorg died in November, 1910, at 
the age of 83. They had been married 35 years but had no 
children. She had given generously of her energy for she 
was a tireless and hardy worker. Asmundur counted her 
support and devotion his greatest blessing and her 
example must be unique, considering the state of his 
fortune when they married. 

After Kristbjorg's death, he sold his home and lived 
thereafter with the following: Andres Helgason, his 
nephew (brother's son) at Baldur; Stefan Petursson, who 
was one of those who drove him over Axarfjardarheidi 
after his stay at Sjoarland; Andres Andreson, Bjorn 
Andresson, Johann Sigurdson, Jonas Helgason and 
Stefan Jonsson, all farmers in Argyle. These farmers all 
did well by him and strove to see that he was as com
fortable as possible, always making him welcome in their 
homes. 

During the last few years he had occupied himself 
largely sawing firewood wherever he stayed and doing 
odd jobs. He was appreciated as a useful man wherever 
he made his home. Later, a double hernia was added to 
his other disabilities. 

This has been recorded because Asmundur's story has 
few parallels. It is a story of tragedy and triumph. His 
fitness for survival was exceptional, his toughness and 
courage indestructible. This example of a man with both 
feet and one hand missing, as well as a dislocated 
shoulder, earning his living so dauntlessly, deserves to be 
kept alive. He did not venture into the forest in perfect 
health, still he cut down trees and tackled many jobs that 
men with both feet and hands, and able in every way, 
consider hard work. He cut hay with a scythe. He fished 
in open boats, tended sheep, shovelled, mowed hay and 
raked with horsedrawn IIlOwer and rakes, stacked hay 
and grain and operated a binder. Much more he ac
complished which is not mentioned here. It was common 
in Canada for men to go around begging if they had lost a 
hand, and Canadians sent them to Asmundur to acquaint 
them with his example. Iceland's cruel elements worked a 
hardship on him. But they also hardened the steel In him. 
His suffering failed to break his spirit and left untouched 
his bright outlook on life. 

From the year 1918, Asmundur made his home with 
Andres Andresson until the year 1922, when Andres 
moved into the town of Glenboro. Andres' two sons, 
Sigurdur (Siggi Anderson) and Eirikur (Eiki Anderson), 
took over their father's farm in the Grund district when 
he retired. Asmundur lived with them until his death, 
Jan. 24, 1924, at the age of 79. The funeral service was 
held at the home of the Anderson brothers (Siggi and 
Eiki) and from the Grund Church (Frelsis Kirkju) on 
Sunday, Feb. 3, 1924 with Rev. Fridrik Hallgrimson 
officiating. Asmundur was laid to rest in the Grund 
Cemetery north of Baldur in the majestic Tiger Hills. 
Surrounding his final resting place are the beautiful 
woods, lakes and hills of his adopted homeland. 
Asmundur is well-remembered by many present-day 
senior citizens of the Baldur district. They speak with 
pleasure and pride of having had the privilege of knowing 
him. Among those who remember him the best is Siggi's 
wife, Sena Anderson, in whose home he spent the twilight 
of his life of courage. As a young housewife, Sena recalls 



his final days - "For the last six months he was bedrid
den, but he never complained. He was so appreciative of 
everything I could do for him. At the end he slipped 
quietly away with a trace of a smile around his lips." 

Asmundur Asmundsson died as he had lived - with 
courage, at peace with himself and all mankind. His life 
is a credit to his people. 

CARL AND IRMA ATKINS FAMILY 

Irma and Carl. 

Although not natives of Argyle Municipality, 20 years 
gave the Atkins a good start. To them, it will always be 
'Home', and, due to Carl's position as secretary
treasurer, they were very close to, and familiar with the 
municipality in its many facets. 

Carl went to Baldur in 1938-1939 to take charge of the 
law practice of the Hon. Ivan Schultz who was Liberal 
member for Lisgar. Carl accepted the position as 
secretary at a salary of $1,200 a year as a bread and butter 
security, and later bought the law practice from Mr. 
Schultz. 

Carl married Irma McKay of Pilot Mound in 1943 and 
they settled down in a little white cottage on 'Coffee 
Boulevard'. Before they moved in, a violent spring dust 
storm almost buried the place in black earth, but good 
friends came to Carl's rescue, and had it all spic and span 
for them. That was their introduction to the hospitality 
of their future friends. 

They pay tribute to the Martins next door, who cared 
for them so generously. 

In 1944, they moved into the Schultz house, and spent 
the next 15 years remodelling it. Most of the work was 
done by Gusti Johnson and Ross Holder, and it was a joy 
to watch the careful touch they put into every detail. 

Their son Lyle was born in 1944, and daughter 
Margaret in 1947. During that time the Atkins were 
involved in the community war efforts - remember the 
Tombolas? and the struggle to help raise money and food 
for overseas help. After the war, their home became half
way house for newcomers from overseas. Sometimes it 
felt like Union Station to them, and at one time the house 
even served as a maternity ward. Many hilarious episodes 

took place and many warm friendships were formed 
during this transition period, and when a set of twins 
arrived in the makeshift hospital ward, excitement ran 
high in the whole neighborhood. This at a time when the 
soft water supply came from a cistern of rain water or by 
melting large blocks of ice, and toilet facilities were 
located in the backyard - often in the path of wind, rain 
and baby skunks. A rule of thumb was to first bathe the 
baby and then use the soapy water to wash the diapers. 
Such unorthodox procedures were common and diaper 
rash practically unknown - any ill effects were soon eased 
with a coating of corn starch. 

Some of their happiest times were delivering the ballot 
boxes at election time. They would start out in the 1928 
Nash, 'Nellie the Nash', and drive from poll to poll, 
often stopping for tea and a chat. 'Nellie the Nash' 
proved to be as temperamental as any mule and more than 
once left them in the most embarrassing predicaments. 
Her favorite joke was to move in one direction only -
reverse. Backing around the block in search of an open 
garage became a common and often conspicuous 
operation. One marriage, two children and one wealthy 
client later, when they were able to trade in Nellie on a 
second-hand Chevy, they felt they were parting with a 
dear and cantankerous old friend. What a museum piece 
she would be today! 

Carl's first estate case was a big event and the fee was 
even more so. After settling the affairs of a widow who 
died without kith or kin, he 'inherited' an old suitcase 
containing - one pair of corsets, one set of false teeth, a 
fireman's watch such as was used on trains, and a 
solitaire diamond ring. They burned the first two, kept 
the second and did some wheeling and dealing on the 
ring. Irma's father-in-law was able to receive $50 credit at 
a jewellery store on a chest of silver and paid them in 
cash. 

Carl never found his future work so fulfilling as his 
days in the Argyle Municipality, even though they meant 
very long hours and some bad headaches, and, on one 
occasion, crawling home at midnight on his hands and 
knees during a bad blizzard. 

One could go on for hours recounting funny stories 
and some sad. Carl never forgot the section, range and 
township of every farm in his area. He loved his work 
and deeply respected his colleagues and friends, some 
who descended from the noble Icelandic race and others 
from other hard-working groups. The Atkins were proud 
to be at home in Argyle, experiencing the good times and 
the bad which add to the strength of a community. They 
weren't pioneers, but they sometimes bordered on it -
dipping water out of the creek in the spring and taking it 
home by tubful to fill the cistern after Mr. Howell was 
unable to deliver those big blocks of ice. It was all part of 
life and everyone helped. 
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PAUL AND PHYLLIS AUGUST 
FAMILY 

In April, 1961, Paul August was appointed manager of 
the Royal Bank in Baldur. 

His wife, Phyllis, sons Gerald and David and daughter 
Arlene, moved to Baldur a short time later. They stayed 
in Baldur for nine years, until 1970, at which time Paul 
was transferred to Hamiota, as manager of the bank. 
During their stay in Baldur, both Paul and Phyllis were 
active in the many groups and organizations. They made 
some lifetime friends in Baldur and still visit back and 
forth. Fond memories are held of the many good times 
they had. The children attended school at both the 
Elementary and High School level. They took part in the 
many activities at school and around the sports grounds 
and rink. Baseball, hockey and curling filled their leisure 
hours. 

Gerald married Ruth Waller of Winnipeg, and has two 
children, Ian and Martine. He works for Manitoba 
Hydro and lives in Winnipeg. 

David married Donna Storie of Baldur and they have 
two children, Pamela and Paul. He works for the 
Westman Laboratories, and lives in Brandon. 

Arlene is still single and lives in Winnipeg. 
The entire family are proud to have been able to live in 

Baldur and form a small part of its history. 

A VERY'S SUMMER RESORT 
JOE AND ANNA AVERY FAMILY 

Joe and Anna. 

J oe Avery came west from Port Perry, Ont. in the late 
1890's, with his parents and a brother Bill. They settled 
on the 'Little Prairie' south of Rock Lake. Joe spent his 
early years doing carpenter work. In 1901, he married 
Anna Boulet from Dunrea. Joe and Anna had three sons, 
Archie and Norman, who died in infancy, and Jeffrey. 

In 1912, they moved to Rock Lake and purchased the 
resort owned by Joe Morrison. The resort remained in 
the Avery family until 1980. Without the benefit of 
power, hundreds of meals were cooked over a wood stove 
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and served to people who came by horse and buggy. A 
metal dance hall and frame store were built in 1919. 
Many dances were held at Rock Lake with music by 
travelling and local bands. Baseball tournaments were 
well attended, the main days being July 1, and July 23. 
Other attractions in the earlier years were a golf course, 
race track, and trapshooting range. 

Jeff, Elsie, Evelyn, and Bob. 

Jeff Avery married Elsie Moore from Mather in 1923. 
They farmed in the Crystal River district, but helped with 
the resort in the summer. In 1950, Anna Avery passed 
away. Elsie and Jeff moved back to the resort to take 
over the operation. In 1955, Joe Avery passed away. In 
1980, the resort was sold to 'The Christian Enrichment 
Family Camp'. Elsie and Jeff moved to Brandon to 
retire. Jeff passed away in May, 1981. 

Jeff and Elsie had two sons, Bob and Bill. 
In 1952, Bill married Neita McKay and they moved 

over to the farm in Crystal River. 
In 1952, Bob married Evelyn Ward of Baldur, and they 

stayed to help manage the resort. They have three 
children. Karen, their oldest, married Wayne Maynard. 
Wayne and Karen live in Calgary, Alta. They have one 
daughter, Amanda, making the fifth generation of 
Averys to enjoy the resort. Paul, their only son, is 
working with the Parks Branch and Michelle is their 
youngest daughter. Bob and Evelyn are residing at Rock 
Lake, where Bob is doing cabinet work. 

THOMAS AND ISABELLA BADGER 
FAMILY 

Thomas Badger was born in Carvelle, Ont. in 1863. In 
1890, Thomas came to Manitoba and homesteaded on a 
farm in the Grund district, 10-6-14, halfway between 
Glenboro and Baldur. On March 25, 1895, Thomas 
(Tom) married Isabella Taylor. 

Isabella (Belle) was the daughter of William and Eliza 
Taylor and was born on June 17, 1874, in Lansing, 
Michigan. She had two brothers, William and Herbert. 
Isabella's mother came to Argyle in 1881, living only 



until 1884. As Isabella was too young to be left alone 
during the day, she was taken to live with her half-sister 
Caroline Christopherson and family, whom Isabella 
loved dearly. While there she learned the Icelandic 
language. She lived with them until she married Thomas 
Badger. 

Thomas and Isabella had hardships and sorrows, 
especially in 1912, when they lost two of their children in 
the same year, Agnes, the eldest, and Roy who was seven. 
Still, they had happy times as well. Thomas and Isabella 
attended the Victoria Church. Thomas was secretary
treasurer until he became too ill and was bedridden. 
Isabella sang in the choir. Thomas also enjoyed singing 
and many a sing song was had in the Badger home with 
friends on a Sunday evening. The doors were always open 
to their relatives and neighbours. 

Thomas and Isabella set a wonderful example for their 
children to follow. It was a sad time when Thomas passed 
away September, 1936, and four years later when Isabella 
passed away in July, 1940. Nevertheless, they left behind 
many wonderful memories. Thomas and Isabella had 
nine children. 

Agnes May, born 1896, passed away in 1912 after 
being ill for many years. 

Ida Pearl was born in 1897. In 1922, she married John 
A. Dowd. They farmed until 1950. They built a new 
home in Glenboro and moved to town. Ida and John had 
two children, Ivan and Elva. 

Harold, born in 1898, lived on the home farm until 
1941, then he spent a few years on the farm with his sister 
Ida and family, his cousins John and Laura 
Christopherson and his nephew Ivan and family. In 1962, 
Harold went to live in the senior citizens' home in 
Glenboro until his death in June, 1977. 

Ila Beryl was born in 1900. In 1920, she married Jonas 
Bjarnason. Jonas worked as a carpenter for many years. 
He was also the caretaker of the Glenboro School from 
1941 until 1955. He was caretaker of the rink for two and 
a half years while it was being built. Jonas and Ila moved 
to Vancouver, B.C. in 1955 to be near their sons, Barney 
and Ray. Jonas passed away January, 1959. Ila resides in 
a senior citizens' residence in Vancouver. 

William, born in 1902, died in infancy. 
Roy, born in 1905, died in 1912. 
Edith Isabell, born in 1908, married Charles Carson in 

1937 in Vancouver, B.c. Charles passed away in 1953 at 
Belleville, Ont. Edith moved back to Vancouver, B.C. 
and in 1959 married Graham Teach of Yellowknife, 
N.W.T. Graham was superintendent of the Northern 
Canada Power Commission. In 1974, Graham retired 
and he and Edith moved to Kelowna, B.C. where they are 
enjoying their retirement. 

Orville, born in 1910, lived on the home farm with his 
parents and managed the farm after his father's death. In 
1939, Orville married Mary Wagner of Vancouver. They 
lived on the home farm until 1941 when they moved to 
Winnipeg. In 1943, they moved to Vancouver. Orville is 
retired from his plumbing business and lives in Van
couver in the summer. He and Mary spend the winters in 
California. They have three children, Orva, Lome and 
Glen. 

Carrie May Jean, born in 1917, married Edmund 

Green of Baldur in 1941. They lived on a farm south of 
Baldur until October, 1946. They moved to Sioux 
Lookout, Ont. Edmund retired after working for the 
C.N.R. for 29 years. Carrie spends a few hours each week 
working for the Sioux Lookout Public Library, which she 
enjoys. Carrie and Edmund raised four boys: Dennis, 
Larry Thomas, Calvin Wayne and Allan Randy. 

THE BALDWIN FAMILY 

Baldvin Benediktsson, aged 27, with his father, 
Benedikt Krist jansson, landed in Quebec City on July 19, 
1876. It had taken the Phoenician (out of Glasgow) 32 
days, sailing from Iceland. They came from Sorlastodum 
in Fnj oskadal. 

For a while they lived near Lower Fort Garry, where 
Benedikt carved axe handles and sold them to James 
Ashdown. Baldvin and Benedikt hated the water and 
fishing so they elected to go farming. Another history 
states they were one of the first to take land in Argyle; SE 
and SW of 2-6-14. They both were accomplished with the 
forge and even made sewing needles for the women in the 
district. When a house was planned, the builders would 
let Baldvin know and he would make the nails for it. 

Father and son took so seriously the directive that 
settlers live on their land, that they built their little house 
on the dividing line between their quarter sections and 
one slept in one part of the house and the other on the 
opposite side, each on his own land. 

Baldvin married Gudny Antoniusdottir from 
Kelduskogum in Berufjardarstrond. She was a sister of 
Sigurdur Antonius and Gudrun (Antonius) Isberg. 
Gudny had lived in Winnipeg before her marriage. She 
went to work for a well-known family in Winnipeg, the 
Lightfoots, so she could learn English. She was a nur
semaid to a child who became Colonel Lightfoot of WWI 
fame. 

Knitting seems to have been a sport as well as a chore. 
At their wedding party a mitt, partly knitted, was found 
lying around. It was picked up and knitted by Kris 
Johnson, Ejolfur Snydal, Joe Sigurdson and Joe Cobbe. 
It was two feet long before the party was over. 

Six sons were born to Baldvin and Gudny: John, 
Halldor, Walter, Benedict, Baldwin and Carl. The boys 
were all confirmed at Grund Church. Church was at
tended regularly and was often followed by visits to the 
neighbours. The Baldwin family spent many enjoyable 
Sundays visiting with the Ami Sveinson family. 

There were many picnics held at Jones Lake. Baldvin is 
remembered for having entertained at one picnic in 1884, 
by walking on stilts. All his sons learned to walk on stilts 
and they in turn taught their sons. 

The family moved into Winnipeg in 1911. Baldvin died 
Nov. 28, 1919 and Gudny died Jan. 2, 1925. Both are 
buried in Grund Cemetery. 

John (Jack) was born in 1885. For many years Jack 
earned his living as a salesman. He married Gudny 
Arason of the Grund district in January, 1918. They had 
two children, Skapti Carl and Anna Gwendolyn (Mrs. 
Steve Karr). Jack died in October, 1969. 

Halldor was born March 28, 1888. He married Emily 
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Back Row: Baldy, Carl and Ben. Front Row: Jack and Halli. 

Fridfinsson. Halli was a jeweller by trade and a sculptor 
and engraver. His family takes pride in the miniature 
replica of the Manitoba Legi81ature buffalo that he made. 
The mould of this buffalo has been used for many 
government plaques and emblem awards. They had two 
children, Lillian Lewis and Wilfred. Halldor died in 
October, 1960 and Emily died in 1968. 

Walter was born in April, 1890. He married Emily 
Oddleifson. Walter was a machinist and was well-known 
for his ability to fix anything from knitting machines to 
printing presses. Walter and Emily had four children: 
Walter, Alma, Douglas and Stanley. Walter died 
December, 1969. Emily is in a nursing home in Selkirk. 

Benedict was born in 1892. He married Sarah 
Magnusson in 1916. Ben worked as a salesman in the 
glass business for most of his life. He was an avid hunter 
and sportsman, and was an accurate shot. He won many 
track and field medals at the Icelandic Festival in Gimli in 
the early 1900's. He enjoyed golf and curling and did 
both well. Sarah died in 1960. Ben died in 1981. 

Baldvin (Baldy) was born in 1894. He married Lena 
Goodman. Baldy was employed by Goodyear Tire 
Company. They lived in Winnipeg, then Saskatoon until 
Baldy's death in 1955. They had four children: Bernice 
Parks, Raymond, Irma Clements and Howard. Lena died 
in 1964. 

Carl was born Aug. 9, 1896. He married Anna 
Christie. Carl served with the 78th Battalion in France in 
WWI. He worked in Winnipeg for a few years, at Rice 
Knitting Mills, before moving to the Glenboro area where 
he farmed for a short while with Jack. After his 
marriage, he was at the Ford Plant in Detroit for a year. 
On his return to Glenboro, he worked as a mechanic for 
the Anderson Brothers' Garage. For four years he 
operated his own garage adjacent to Bob Dowd's Filling 
Station. The family moved to Winnipeg in 1941. They 
had two children, Donna Arason and Benedict. Anna 
died in 1945. Carl died on April 27, 1952. 

ROBERT BALLANTINE FAMILY 

Robert Ballantine came west in the spring of 1905 and 
bought the N 1-4-13 from Mr. Irwin. Robert came from 
Lanark County, Ont. His wife, nee Margaret White 
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Robert Ballantine Sr. 

Stuart, predeceased him in 1901 and is buried in White 
Cemetery. 

Coming to Manitoba with Robert were some of his 
family, namely: Robert A., Willie, David, Hector, Kate, 
Beulah and Hannah. A son Duncan was left in Ontario. 
Robert died in 1922, at the age of 82. 

In 1911, Robert A., Willie and David went to 
homestead in Alberta, but Dave returned and enlisted in 
the army in February, 1915. When he returned to this 
district, he bought a quarter section from Mr. Gray and 
farmed until 1923. He had various occupations, both in 
Manitoba and Alberta, until his death in 1973. 

Hector Ballantine, son of Robert. 

Hector farmed his father's farm until his death in 1924, 
after which the farm was sold. 

Willie, friend Manford Matt, and Bob, Dave in front. 



Kate Ballantine, daughter of Robert. 

Willie farmed in the west for many years, then retired 
in Edmonton and is still living at the age of 93. 

Kate, better known as Aunt Kate to all, died in 1975. 
Robert A., a great traveller and visitor, who always 

looked up family relatives, retired in Edmonton. He died 
in 1966. 

Hannah married Harry Beaton and they moved to 
Alberta. 

Beulah married Stephen (Tope) Odell. (See Odell 
history) 

Duncan came to Snowflake, Man. for harvest in 1906. 
He bought a farm from John Baird, SE 6-4-12. The 
following year he sent for his wife Isabelle (Rintoule) and 
family to come to Manitoba from Desbarat. They came 
to Greenway in March and, as their letter had not yet 
arrived, there was no one to meet them. Mrs. Ballantine 
walked half a mile to Billy King's place to ask for a ride 
to Grandpa Robert Ballantine's home. Having just 
returned from delivering mail around the Ballantine 
corner, his horses needed a rest first. When Billy rapped 
on the door, Willie answered and was quite surprised to 
see Billy back so soon, but more surprised when he saw 
Duncan's wife and family. Duncan and his son Bob came 
later with the cattle in a freight car. 

DUNCAN AND ISABELLE BALLANTINE 
FAMILY 

Isabelle and Duncan with Belle, Bob, and Magg. 

Duncan came to Manitoba from Heron's Mills, Ont., 
settling in Marringhurst district in 1906. He moved his 
family in the spring of 1907. There were five girls and one 
boy who came from Ontario. There were two more boys 
and one girl born in Manitoba. 

Duncan's wife, Isabelle (Rintoule) was loved by 
everyone and took part in all community activities. She 
died in April, 1933, at 55 years of age. Duncan died in 
October, 1944, at the age of 72. Their family consisted 
of: Belle, Margaret, Robert, Jessie, Olive, Ruth, Walter, 
Ralph and Lena. 

Back Row: Olive, Margaret, Belle, Ruth, Jessie, and Lena. Front Row: 
Bob, Walter and Ralph. 

Belle married Colen McNee in 1916. Colen enlisted in 
the army in 1916. Returning in 1920, he took up farming 
in the Glenora district. They had one son, Colen Jr., who 
took his schooling in Glenora and Marringhurst. He also 
enlisted in the army in 1940, and remained until 1965, 
then worked for Manitoba Public Works until retirement 
in February, 1978. He died in September, 1978. Belle 
died in May, 1971, and Colen Sr. in February, 1962. 

Margaret married James Wright, a railroad foreman in 
Greenway, Rosebank and Emerson. He died in 1948, 
after a lengthy illness. They had four children; James Jr., 
enlisted in 1940, and was killed in action in Germany; 
Earl enlisted in WWII and is a retired railroad employee 
in Lorette; Howard enlisted in WWII and is a retired 
railroad employee in Emerson; and Ralph is Custom's 
Officer who lives in Emerson. 

Robert moved to Shipman, Sask. in 1925, and 
homesteaded. He married Florence Cowan, then they 
moved to Manville, Alta., where he farmed until 1965. 
He was then employed at Manville Hospital until his 
retirement in 1970. They have one daughter, Linda. 
Florence died in April, 1980. 

Jessie married Fred Kenny. They farmed on the Head 
farm from 1920 to 1927. They then moved to Shipman, 
Sask. in 1928, where Fred owned a general store. They 
have a family of one son and four girls; Fred Jr; Mabel; 
Doreen; and Lillian and Ruth, twins. Fred Sr. died in 
March, 1966. Jessie is living in Prince Albert, Sask. 

Olive, when employed in Alberta, married Richard 
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(Dick) Evans at Kitscoty, farming there until Dick's 
death in 1958. They have three sons and three daughters. 
Olive has remained in Alberta with her families. 

Ruth remained single and cared for her father and 
farm with Ralph, until Duncan's death. She at present, 
lives in Winnipeg with her youngest sister, Lena. 

Walter married Elizabeth Conrad (see Walter 
Ballantine History). 

Ralph married Jean Simpson in 1947, and remained on 
the home farm for awhile until moving to the Wardell 
farm. They had four children; Murray, now in Ottawa; 
Vicki, in Toronto; Grant at home and Ross in Pilot 
Mound. Jean died in May, 1971. Ralph married Alice 
Robinson in 1973. Ralph and Alice enjoy their winters in 
Mesa, Arizona. 

Lena married Dave Murray and they moved to 
Winnipeg, where Dave was employed at C.N.R. and in 
the Reserve Army. Lena worked at different jobs. They 
have both retired. They have one daughter, Jeanette, and 
one son, James D. 

W ALTER AND ELIZABETH BALLANTINE 
FAMILY 

Walter Ballantine married Elizabeth Conrad. They 
have a family of six: Doris, Charlotte, Della, Elwin, 
Anita and Kay. 

Back Row: Della, Charlotte, Elwin, Anita, Doris and Kay. Front Row: 
Elizabeth and Walter. 

After working for Reg Galloway on NE 26-3-13 for 
five years, Walter purchased NE 26-3-13 and farmed 
there until 1949, and then bought the Lindsay Store in 
Glenora from August J anske. Walter, still doing some 
trucking, also drove a school bus for 12 years. They built 
a new home in 1978, and dismantled the old store. Walter 
retired in 1981. 

The family are all married and moved from the district, 
except Doris (Mrs. Willie Kynoch) who still lives on the 
farm. Willie and Doris bought the farm and had a family 
of seven (see Kynoch History). 

Charlotte (Mrs. S. Balkham) and family live in Fort 
McLeod, Alta. Her family consists of Neil, Leith, 
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Shannon and Dean. 
Della (Mrs. Harold Reimer) lives at Oak Bluff with a 

family of five: Sherry, Carolyne, Valerie, Blaine and 
Kassy (Katharine). Della is employed at McLeods 
Wholesale as an office clerk. Harold has followed in his 
father-in-Iaw's tracks as a truck driver. 

Elwin and his wife, Gail (Breault) live in Winnipeg and 
have three girls; Kristine, Heather and Nancy. No truck 
drivers in this family. Elwin, driving a truck for Paul's 
Hauling for 12 or more years, has also followed in his 
dad's footsteps. Gail is a loving mother and homemaker. 

Anita (Mrs. Fred Garbett) lives in Coquitlam, B.C. 
Both are employed in Bank of Commerce. They have two 
children, Audrey and Robert. 

Kay (Mrs. Barry McGill) lives in Winnipeg. Barry is 
night patrol guard in Winnipeg and Kay is employed with 
Great West Life, for 20 or more years. Their family 
consists of Michael and Shawna. 

RALPH BALLANTINE FAMILY 

Ross, Murray, Vicki, Ralph, Jean, and Grant. 

Ralph, third son of Duncan Ballantine, was born on 
the home farm in Marringhurst district. He attended 
Zephyr and Marringhurst Schools; later he remained on 
the farm to help his father. After his father's death, he 
and his sister, Ruth, worked together. 

In 1947, he married Jean Simpson, daughter of Frank 
and Pearl Simpson of Glenora. He bought the half of 7-
4-12 from Howard and Marjorie Wardell and moved 
there in the fall of 1948. 

Ralph's sister, Ruth, remained on the home farm until 
1966, with Jim Kynock who was then renting the land. 
Then she moved into Winnipeg making her home with 
her sister, Lena, and husband, Dave Murray. She en
joyed many summers in the old home, planting a big 
garden and caring for the flowers and yard. A sister or 
two came each year to share pleasant times at the old 
home. 

Ralph and Jean moved into a new house on the farm in 



1965, and were very happy with their children who joined 
in the work after school. They enjoyed many happy 
holiday weekends visiting the province's beautiful parks 
and lakes. Ralph drove a bus to Glenora School for 12 
years. 

Ralph and Jean had four children: Murray, Vicki, 
Grant and Ross. 

Murray, the eldest son, attended Manitoba University 
and in 1971, was employed by the Federal Government 
Public Works Branch in Winnipeg. The following year he 
was transferred to their office in Ottawa, where he is now 
working. 

Vicki attended Brandon University and then chose to 
work for Sears Ltd. in Winnipeg. In the spring of 1981, 
she was transferred to their head office in Toronto in the 
computer accounting department. 

Grant studied at Red River College in Winnipeg and 
graduated as a diesel mechanic. His early employment 
work gave him a wide experience with Powell Equipment, 
Versatile and Mazer Massey Ferguson machinery repair. 
He is now employed with Pilot Mound Machinery Co-op 
as head mechanic and lives at home. 

Ross graduated from Pilot Mound High School in 
1973. He furthered his education in banking and in
surance. He returned to work in Louise Credit Union and 
now is employed with Pilot Mound Machinery Co-op as 
manager. 

In 1969, Ralph got a permit for a wild goose sanctuary. 
He started with six juvenile Canada Geese. A pond just 
east of the yard was fenced to enclose them. This was a 
great source of pleasure. Since another quarter of his 
land was listed as a wild life sanctuary with a big marsh, 
there were many "drop-in" visits from migratory flocks 
during spring and fall. In the final year of the sanctuary, 
the numbers increased to 32 Canadas, but wolves and 
other predators destroyed the entire flock. 

Jean passed away in 1971, after a lengthy illness. 
In 1973, Ralph married Alice Robinson (nee Ferris), 

widow of Earl Robinson, a teacher in Glenboro School. 
Her son, Bill Robinson, married Maureen Orr. 

Ralph and Alice continue to live on the farm, 
holidaying in Arizona during the winter months. 

Ralph and Alice. 

ROBERT AND JESSIE BAND FAMILY 

Robert Band, son of James and Mary Band, came 
from Dundee, Scotland. He was a miller by trade and 
worked as a miller for Ogilvie Flour Milling Company in 
Montreal, Que. He married Jessie McMaster, who was 
one of eight children of Donald McMaster and his wife 
Catherine McLeod McMaster of Dunvegan, Glengarry, 
Ont. Donald McMaster was born in Scotland and his wife 
Catherine was born in Canada, of Scots descent. All were 
members of the Church of Scotland. Robert and Jessie 
Band lived in Dunvegan, Ont. and Montreal, Que., 
before moving to Baldur, Man. Robert with his partner 
Mr. MacDonell, ran the Baldur Flour Mill and Jessie 
owned the Baldur Fruit Store. 

They had four children; James, John Duncan, Kate 
and William Curtis. The children were born in Montreal 
and Dunvegan. The three boys came to B.C. 

Kate married R.J. O'Brien and moved to Butte, 
Montana. 

John Duncan, a bachelor lawyer, passed away in 
Vancouver, B.C. 

James owned a hotel in Nelson, B.C. where he passed 
away at the age of 34. He was also a bachelor. 

William Curtis and his wifeEvelynn Howard had four 
daughters; Victoria Eleanor, Jessie McMaster, Mae 
Kathryn and June Velma. Mae Kathryn'S twin sister, 
June Velma, passed away in 1936. William C. passed 
away in Vancouver in 1942. 

GEORGE AND MARGARET BANNERMAN 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Norman, Rosabeff, Minnie, Beatrice, and Ernest. Front 
Row: George with baby James, Margaret, Emma, Clifford and 
Alexander. 

George was born near Stayner, Ont. in Simcoe County, 
on June 10, 1856, the first son of Alexander Bannerman 
and Margaret Watson. He was named in true Scottish 
tradition after his grandfather George Bannerman, who 
came to the Red River Settlement, with the settlers of the 
Earl of Selkirk in 1813. 

George grew up learning to farm, as his father had 100 
acres of land with 40 acres under cultivation. This was 
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within the township of Peel, in Wellington County, Ont. 
His father later acquired 200 acres of land in Not
tawasaga Township, Simcoe County, south of Stayner. 
George stayed there until he married. 

George married Margaret Agnes Elsey on Feb. 2, 1881. 
Margaret was born on Aug. 6, 1856, at Beamsville, in 
Ontario, and was the daughter of Henry Elsey and Mary 
Root. Her father was a cabinetman, who came from 
England. 

At first, George and Margaret moved in with father 
Alexander, for a short time; thereafter moving to 
Manitoba. They homesteaded SE 10-4-14, in the Rosehill 
district, in the fall of 1881. 

George and Maggie, as she was called, faced the 
hardships, which came with the early pioneer life in 
Manitoba, and raised 10 children. They were: Norman 
born Nov. 26, 1881; Ernest born Aug. 26, 1883; Mary 
Margaret (Minnie) born March 12, 1885; Beatrice born 
May 21, 1887; Rosabell born Jan. 28, 1889; Alexander 
born March 12, 1891; Clifford born Sept. 16, 1895; 
Emma born Nov. 24, 1897; James born Sept. 27, 1900; 
and Lottie born Aug. 21, 1903. James is the only one who 
is still living of this family (1981). 

George passed away Sept. 15, 1940, having been in 
poor health and confined to his bed for some time. He 
was 84 years of age. The funeral service was held in the 
United Church with interment in Baldur Cemetery. 

Maggie passed away at Baldur, Feb. 28, 1942, having 
been one of the oldest living pioneer women of the 
Rosehill District. She was remembered as one who was 
always ready and willing to give her services to others in 
time of sickness. She was 82 years of age. Funeral service 
was held in the United Church with interment at the 
Baldur Cemetery. 

ALEX AND SARA BANNERMAN 
FAMILY 

Sarah and Alex with Roy and Ruth. 

Henry Alexander was a son of Maggie and George. He 
didn't have much formal education. When WWI broke 
out he enlisted. He trained in the Baldur area, also at 
Camp Hughes, which is now Camp Shilo. He was 
wounded overseas and suffered much for the rest of his 
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life. He bought a farm after the war, which he later lost. 
On Dec. 9, 1925, he married Sara Johnson. Her 

mother was Laufey Haldorson but she was unable to care 
for Sarah, so she was raised by Fridfinnur Jonson and 
Sigurlaug Einarsdottir. She had one sister who died of 
ruptured appendix. Her name was Johanna. 

When Alex and Sara were married they moved onto the 
Bannerman homestead. Half of all that was produced 
went to his father and mother. The farm was sold to 
Lowens and Alex and Sara moved to the Sid Heaver 
farm. 

Alex had a meat peddling business. He had a man hired 
and they had routes where they went with fresh meat. He 
then moved to a small house owned by Ed Cramer a mile 
south, on the west side of the big hill. He then opened a 
meat market in a building where the Dearsley business is. 

Ice was cut in the winter, packed in sawdust to keep it 
during the hot weather. A block was brought in as needed 
for the refrigerator. Poor health made Alex give up the 
meat business and he worked for Tom Johnson and Andy 
Anderson. 

Over the years he did butchering for people at their 
farms. 

Sara was a wonderful mother who almost never had 
help and for years the washing was done with a tub and 
dasher. The clothes were wrung by hand and many times 
30 loaves of bread were baked in a week. Raising and 
caring for a family of 11 certainly was a big job. 

Alex passed away in September, 1971. Sara lives III 

Winnipeg with Grace and her husband Richard. 

Back Row: Roy, George, John, Bob, and Ralph. Front Row: Grace, 
Ivy, Ruth, Sarah, Margaret, Ruby, and Elaine. 

Ruth was born Dec. 26, 1926 and married Jim 
Lockhart of Glenboro. They farmed for over 30 years at 
Hilton and have now moved back to Baldur. They had six 
children, one is deceased. 

Roy was born July 2, 1928 and married Irene Leask. 
They now live in Penticton, B.C. and he is a real estate 
salesman. They have a son and a daughter. 

Margaret was born Oct. 2, 1929, she married John 
Cook and had three sons. She is now married to Bertil 
Johnson and they have a daughter. 

Ruby was born July 7, 1931, and married Frank 
Belmore. They have three sons and one daughter and live 
at Hamilton, Ont. 



George was born April 17, 1933, and married Shirley 
Huffman. They have two children; Karen and Laurie. 

Ivy was born July 7, 1934. She married Raymond 
Wray from Cartwright. They have two sons and one 
daughter and live in Vancouver. 

John was born Nov. 3, 1936, and is married to Sylvia 
Matieshin. They live at Saskatoon, Sask. 

Ralph was born Jan. 7, 1940, and married Sharon 
Buchanan. They have a lumber yard at Baldur and they 
have two chosen children; Jeffrey and Carla. 

Elaine was born Jan. 2, 1944 and married Bob Kavener 
of Cartwright. They have two daughters and one son. 
They live at Manning, Alta. 

Grace was born April 29, 1949, and married Richard 
Harder, They live in Winnipeg. 

Bob was born Nov. 3, 1953. He married Janet Boulet 
and live in Saskatoon, Sask. where he is a carpenter. 

SIGMUNDUR AND HELGA BARDARSON 
FAMILY 

Sigmundur and Helga were born and raised in Iceland. 
With a family of three and prospects not so good in that 
country, Sigmundur and Helga decided to move to 
Canada. Helga's mother, Gudridur, and her husband, 
Stefan Stefanson, came with them. 

They arrived in Canada in August, 1886, having 
travelled to Scotland and across the country to Glasgow 
where they boarded a boat. Once in Canada they boarded 
the train at Quebec to come to Winnipeg and onto 
Holland, where they were met by Gudmundur 
Simonarson who took them to Sveinsons. 

They lived in a house near the old Stone Church, while 
Sigmundur and Stefan worked on the railroad at 
Glenboro and Cypress River. 

Stefan built his home on SW 6-6-13 but later moved to 
the NE quarter of the same section, which he bought 
from Asmundur Asmundson. Gudridur was very popular 
as a nurse, often acting as a midwife, as many children 
were born without the aid of a doctor. 

Sigmundur homesteaded SE 6-6-13. He built his 
buildings of logs and plastered them with lime and sand, 
both of which were available on the homestead. 

The family attended the Grund Lutheran Church. 
Helga passed away July 22, 1929, Sigmundur 

December, 1901. 

Jennie, Walter, Lina and Bjorn at Bardarson home in the 1930's. 

Sigmundur and Helga had 12 children. Three died in 
infancy. 

Lina, Bjorn and Lily lived all their life on the farm. All 
are now deceased. 

Walter also lived on the farm until it was sold. He is 
now living at Baldur. 

Sigurdur owned and operated a blacksmith shop at 
Kandahar, Sask. He is deceased. 

Gudbjorg (Bertha) married John Breidal. They farmed 
in the district. Both are now deceased. They had four 
children and two grandchildren. 

John married Runa Rickter. They lived on their farm 
north of Baldur. They had five children, Helgi, Alice, 
twins Albert and John and Loreen. Eleven grandchildren 
and eleven great-grandchildren complete the family tree. 
Both Runa and John are now deceased. 

Felix married Bertha Gudnason. They lived in Win
nipeg and moved from there to Riverside, Calif. where 
they both died. They had one son, two grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 

Jorunn (Jennie), a teacher, married Reg. D. McLeod. 
They farmed in the Shoal Lake district before moving to 
Brandon. They had five children, five grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. Reg and two children are 
deceased. 

JOHN AND ELLA BARNES FAMILY 

John Barnes 

John Barnes came from England in 1894, and worked 
for a short while at Swan Lake, Man., before buying NW 
15-4-12 in Dry River. 

On March 25, 1898, John married Ella Robinson. They 
had 10 children, 6 of whom lived: Hazel,Edith, Lloyd, 
Phyllis, Ethel and Harvey. They all attended Dry River 
School. 

Hazel married John Hill and lived at Stony Mountain. 
They had five children. 

Edith married Russel Baron. They lived at Pilot 
Mound and then in Winnipeg. They had three children. 
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Lloyd married Gladys Gemmill. They lived in Brandon 
and then moved to Winnipeg. They had two children. 

Phyllis married Lou Freedy. After Lou's death Phyllis 
married Will Ross. Their only son, Jack, worked in 
Baldur for a few years with Manitoba Hydro. Phyllis and 
Will live in Pilot Mound. 

Ethel married Fred Anderson and after living in Bird's 
Hill, where Fred managed a garage for some year, Fred 
died in 1962. They had one daughter, Shirley. 

Harvey enjoyed sports and became a barber. While 
barbering in Neelin, Harvey met and married Mary 
Easton. Harvey was in the Cameron Highlanders in WW 
II. After the war, Harvey and Mary settled in Elgin where 
Harvey barbered and Mary was postmistress. They had 
two children. Mary passed away but Harvey continues to 
live in Elgin. 

John Barnes was an excellent organist and played for 
church in Dry River and was church organist in Pilot 
Mound for 25 years, after he and Ella left the farm. Ella 
passed away Sept. 24, 1927. John passed away Nov. 2, 
1956. 

JAMES AND SARAH BARR FAMILY 

James Arthur Barr came west from North Gower, Ont. 
in the 1880's. He farmed in the Clifton Bank area and 
married Sarah Jane Mills in 1906. She was the daughter 
of John and Ellen Mills. James and Sarah had seven 
childen; Mary Jane, John Henry, George Edward, 
Alonzo, William Thomas, Margaret Cornelia and Stella 
May. 

Mary Jane married Ron Wells, Dec. 18, 1940. Ron was 
born in England, July 23, 1905. They had two children: 
George Ronald who was born May 14, 1943, died on 

John and Ena Barr on their 25th wedding 
anniversary in 1969. 

March 8, 1956; Marion Margaret who was born Jan. 6, 
1945. Mary moved to Glenboro after Ron's death in 
April, 1974. She now lives in Park Place. 

John Henry married Ena Heidman in 1944. They have 
four children. Harry James (Jim), was born 1945, at-
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Patty Barr and brothers Jim, Larry and Ken. 

tended Mimir School until Grade IX and went to 
Glenboro Collegiate. He married Janie Dean in 1971. 
They have four children. Larry John attended the same 
schools. He married Betty Ward (Jim and Irene Ward's 
daughter) in Baldur in 1970. They have two children, 
Jacqueline and Ryan. They live in Winnipeg. Kenneth 
Ross married Dorothy Ball in 1979. They have two 
children: Rachel and Matthew, living in Glenboro. 
Patricia Elin, was born in 1963. 

George Edward married Rona Jones, Sept. 27, 1939. 
They were married in Winnipeg. They took up farming, 
moved to a few different farms, finished up by buying a 
farm in Stockton down by the river, and moved a house 
in and moved up on higher ground. They had three 
children; Donald, Betty (Mrs. Cowan) and Carol (Mrs. 
Wayne Withers). 

Alonzo was born June 9, 1914, and died at the age of 
four years. 

William Thomas married Marion Biles in April, 1951. 
Will worked in the tin shop with George Biles. Marion 
worked at the bake shop and "Gazette" office. They had 
two sons; Gerald, born July 29, 1960, and Glen, born 
Feb. 16, 1966. Marion passed away March 13, 1975. Will 
is caretaker of the bank, the post office, and in summer 
he looks after the cemetery. 

Margaret Cornelia married Barney Heidman, Oct. 8, 
1956. Margaret worked in the creamery in Belmont and 
Reston before her marriage. Barney and Margaret had 
one child, Lynn, born July 19, 1961. 

Stella Mae (Pat) was born May 16, 1922. She worked in 
Glenboro Pharmacy for many years and now in 
McLeod's store. 

The Barr family all had their education in old Mimir 
School. One of the highlights was to get a ride home in a 
car; that was wonderful after riding with Jenny pulling 
the old cart. The only way they could get any speed out of 
her was if a partridge or a prairie chicken flew up along 
the side of the road, then she would go really fast for a 
bit. 

They always looked forward to the Christmas Tree at 
the Victoria Church, when Hecla came in with Mimir. 
There was the anniversary supper, which was a highlight 
too. It was lots of fun and hard work. 



HORMIDAS AND SYLVIE BARSALOU 
FAMILY 

Hormidas and Sylvie Barsalou, in 1923, on 
their wedding day. 

Hormidas Barsalou was one of 18 children born to 
Arthur Barsalou and Julie Lussier in Mariapolis. He 
bought 8-4-12 in 1915, and lived part-time on the farm 
until, in 1923, he married Sylvie Pattyn of St. Ann. Their 
first child, Leon, was born in 1924. The second, a son, 
was born in 1926, and was named Rene. There were three 
other children, Terry, Laurent and Denis. 

They had to work very hard all their life to make a 
living for themselves and their family. Their children all 
attended Zephyr School for grade school, then Terry 
attended Baldur High and Rene went on to Winnipeg at 
Gordon Bell. 

A big advancement in farming was the buying of their 
first tractor on rubber, in 1948. Before this time, a lot of 
the work was done with horses and a steel-wheeled 
Heider, of which Denis made scrap in the early 1950's; he 
has regretted it every since. 

The family attended church in Mariapolis Catholic 
Church. It was a long distance to travel by horse. In the 
late twenties, it could be travelled by car only in the good 
summer weather, because of the poor roads. 

Their five children all grew to marry and have a family 
of their own. 

Leon married Therese Fraser from St. Alphonse. They 
farmed in the Marringhurst District for a few years, on 
the farm south of the school. Their first daughter was 
born there. They moved to Treherne in 1956. Their 
second daughter and son were born there. They have one 
grandson. They still live on the farm. 

Rene married Rose Bennington from Molson, near 
Winnipeg. They have five sons. 

Terry married Firmin Walleyn from St. Alphonse. 
They farmed in the Greenway area, then later moved to 
Baldur and now they make their home in Gladstone. 
Since the move in June, 1979, they manage and run the 
airport there. They have three children, all married. They 

have three granddaughters. 
Laurent married Lillian Pantel of Cypress River. They 

also farmed in the Greenway area for a few years, and 
then went to the city, and eventually to Norquay, Sask., 
where they owned and operated a MacLeods store. In 
January, 1971, Laurent died of cancer. Laurent and 
Lillian had one son, who is still in school. 

Denis married Lillian Ringrose of Cypress River. They 
made their home on the family farm until the spring of 
1973, when they moved to the farm owned by Maurice 
and Grace Desrochers, in the Mariapolis district. They 
have three sons, one married and two grandsons. The 
farm was sold to the Urban Desrochers family in 1975. It 
has been vacant since 1973. 

LEONIDE AND AUGUSTINE BARSALOU 
FAMILY 

In June of 1928, Leonide and his new bride, formerly 
Augustine Hutlet of St. Alphonse, Man., came to live 
and farm in the district of Argyle, one mile east of 
Zephyr School on NW 8-4-12. Leonide was born in 1902 
in Mariapolis and Augustine in 1906. They were married 
on June 13, 1928, and they had three daughters, Lorette, 
Alice and Yvonne. 

Lorette was born in 1929, but died three months later. 
Alice was born in 1932. She married Marcel DeDecker 

in 1951 and they farmed in St. Alphonse until 1963. Later 
they moved to live on the home place in Argyle. 

Yvonne, born in 1934, married Antoine Roeland in 
1952, and they farm near Mariapolis. 

Leonide and Augustine retired in 1963 and now live in 
Mariapolis. 

ARTHUR AND ELLEN BATEMAN F AMIL Y 

Ellen and Arthur. 

Arthur Bateman, son of James Bateman, was born in 
Ashton-Under-Lyne, Lancashire, England, May 24, 
1852. At age 18 he came to Montreal, where his Uncle 
William and family lived. After spending a couple of 
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years working there, he returned home and for two years 
went into partnership with his brother, John, a cotton 
broker in Manchester. However, not being ready to settle 
down, he then decided to visit Australia, but before 
buying his ticket he heard some adverse criticism of that 
country and decided to return to Canada. This time he 
came to Toronto, where he met Ellen Ann Badger, 
daughter of Thomas Badger, also from England. Arthur 
returned to England and spent one more winter with his 
parents, three sisters and brother John. On his return to 
Canada in the spring, he and Ellen Ann were married and 
lived first at King City, where Arthur Frankland was 
born in 1878, and Ernest Harold in 1880. Two more boys 
were born in Ontario; James Percival and Sydney 
Hollingworth, and also their first daughter, Gertrude 
Agnes, who died there in infancy. 

By this time people were on the move again. Three of 
Ellen's sisters and their families had gone to Rochester, 
N. Y., and three brothers had gone to farm in the Grund 
area in Manitoba. Arthur said to Ellen, "Will you go to 
Australia with me?" When she declined, he then said, 
"Well, will you go to Manitoba with me?" To this move 
she agreed, and so it was settled. Arthur came out first 
and presently was joined by Ellen and the boys. For a 
time they lived with Ellen's bachelor brother, Thomas, 
who wanted help in building a house, and who enjoyed 
his sister's good cooking. It gave Arthur and Ellen time 
to decide where they should settled permanently. By the 
time that Thomas was preparing to marry Belle Taylor, 
the Bateman family had .decided to make their home at 
Baldur. While at Grund another son, Bernice Roy was 
born, who also died in infancy, and whose grave is in the 
Glenboro Cemetery. The last member to join the family 
was Mildred Alice, Sept. 24, 1897, in Baldur. 

After an active and busy life, Arthur passed away in 
November, 1915, at age 63, after a short illness. Ellen 
continued to live, alert and active, busy with gardening, 
sewing, homekeeping and with church activities for many 
years, finally passing away after a short illness in Oc
tober, 1943, at the age of 88. 

Percy, Frank, and Sydney, with Harold at the bottom. 
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ARTHUR FRANKLAND AND 
EMMA BATEMAN FAMILY 

Arthur Frankland Bateman was born at King, Ont. in 
1878, and later moved with his family to Grund, Man. 
and then to Baldur. During his late teen years he worked 
for two years in the Curtis Store, and then for Rollins and 
Sons for 11 years. He devoted much of his spare time to 
serving as a part-time salesman for Great-West Life 
Assurance Company, using a bicycle for transportation. 
In 1904, it was his good fortune to meet Emma Mary 
Murray of Lochaber, N.S., when she was visiting her 
sister Katie Cleghorn, wife of the local doctor, Irving 
Moffat Cleghorn. She returned to her native province 
until 1906, when she returned to Manitoba to marry 
Frank. The marriage took place in Winnipeg, Oct. 16 of 
that year. On Sept. 6, 1907, the first child, Bernice Scott 
was born, and in 1908, twin girls named Catherine and 
Margaret followed, but died within several days. On June 
23, 1910, Cecil Murray arrived to be followed by James 
Irving on May 31,1911. The family was completed with 
the birth of Arthur Courtney on May 6, 1916. 

Frank and Emma took a leading role in the community 
and church life of Baldur before Frank's appointment to 
the position of District Supervisor of the Great West's 
Portage office. He remained there for three years, 
followed by two years in a like position in Fort William, 
and two years in Duluth, Minnesota, where he 
established the company's foundation in the northern 
Minnesota area. During this period he kept his Manitoba 
connections and was elected Grand Master of The 
Orange Lodge of Manitoba. Due to ill health, he returned 
to Manitoba in the late winter of 1924. He spent a month 
in Baldur before joining the company's agency in 
Brandon, where he worked until his death at the age of 
82, on Feb. 6, 1960. His wife, Emma, predeceased him by 
two weeks to the day at the age of 87 on Jan. 23, 1960. 
Frank was widely known for the deep personal interest he 
took in the public he served, and his belief that anything 
worth doing was worth doing well. Few people had the 
self-taught background in English literature, and 
especially poetry, which Emma Bateman possessed. It 
was a rare occasion when she failed to have a particular 
quote to meet the needs of the moment. In concert with 
her husband she instilled in her children Scott, Cecil, 
Irving and Courtney, who were all born in Baldur, the 
importance of integrity, compassion, and a generous 
nature. Both parents had a deep religious faith, were 
vigorous church workers, and placed foreign missions 
high on their priorities list. 

Scott Bateman served at all levels of public school 
education. He taught in Shergrove, Arrow River, 
Brandon and was principal of The Pas Collegiate for 
seven years before being appointed inspector of schools 
from Fifty-Three to Churchill for one year. The 
following year he was appointed to the office of Chief 
Administrator of the Department of Education, and a 
few years later to the post of Deputy Minister of 
Education. Many years later he took over the office of 
Deputy Minister of Universities and Colleges, retiring 
from that post in 1979, after 53 years of service to 
education. Honours received by him included the 



Presidency of the Canadian Education Association, the 
naming of "The Scott Bateman Junior High School" in· 
The Pas, and honourary degrees from the Universities of 
Manitoba and Winnipeg. He now lives in Brandon. 

Cecil was the adventurer in the family, and after a long 
cold winter of placer mining on the Findlay River in 
British Columbia, he returned to temporary employment 
in Manitoba in the "Dirty Thirties", a most trying time 
for those seeking employment. Following the war he 
returned to his former work in Brandon Mental Hospital 
as a unit supervisor, a position he held until retirement. 

James Irving attended Brandon Normal School in 
1930-31, and spent his working lifetime as a teacher and 
principal near and at Erickson, Brandon and Thompson. 
Youth work in the church and community and seven 
years on the provincial executive of the Manitoba 
Teachers' Society added enjoyment and depth to his life. 

The youngest of the children of Frank and Emma 
Bateman is Arthur Courtney. From his elementary 
school days in Baldur his interest lay in the field of 
electricity, and his competence and knowledge 
established his place as an authority in his chosen field. 
Early in WWII he joined The Royal Canadian Navy and 
was assigned to the minesweeper, "Quinte", which was 
damaged during a storm, following which he was 
transferred to "Protector II" at Sydney, N.S., where he 
received a supervisory position in the electrical unit. 

HAROLD BATEMAN 

Ernest Harold, second son of Arthur and Ellen 
Bateman, was born at King City, Ont., on Aug. 12, 
1880. He came west with the family and never went back. 
When ready to seek employment he found his challenge 
in the T.E. Poole Hardware Store, Baldur, where they 
not only sold pans, pails and tubs, but made them as well. 
They were always busy, for there was a great deal of 
custom work done in those days, and they could do it and 
do it well. 

Harold took one break from his work in Baldur and 
went to try a change of climate, but after three months, 
came back and settled down happily into his old home 
and his customary routine with his friends, which in
cluded a beautiful horse and a faithful dog. 

Harold was very fond of sport. He curled, played 
hockey and baseball, and took part in bicycle races in the 
days before motorcycles. He was also very fond of wild 
duck, so duck shooting days every fall were thoroughly 
enjoyed by him, and he was happy to share the results of 
his shooting ability with his friends. But work and sport 
were not his only interests. He was a regular attendant at 
church and Sunday school where he was a member of 
Miss Annie Playfair's adult bible class of men and 
women, known as the Philathea Baracca Class, which 
had a large attendance every Sunday. 

When his father died a few years later, Harold assumed 
his father's responsibilities and continued as the 
dependable son and brother, until his own death after a 
brief illness in September, 1918. Harold was still working 
three days before his death. Had Baldur had the hospital 

facilities it now has, and had there been some of the drugs 
which have since been produced, he might have had many 
more years to enjoy. But he made good use of the years 
he did have, and left many happy memories with those 
who had known him at play, at work and in his home. 

He liveth long who liveth well; 
All else being flung away 
He liveth longest who can tell 
Of true things truly done each day. 

PERCY AND ELIZABETH BATEMAN 
FAMILY 

James Percival, (Percy) third son of Arthur and Ellen, 
was born near Maple, Ont. Nov. 16, 1882. In 1892, he 
moved with his parents to Grund, Man., then to Baldur 
in 1895, where Arthur and his sons built the cottage home 
now occupied by Mildred Bateman. 

In due time, Percy farmed for several years, first near 
Baldur, then in the Glenboro district, where he met, and 
in 1907 married, Elizabeth Snyder of Morrisburg, Ont. A 
son, Arthur Charles, was born June 1, 1909, and a 
daughter Neva Elizabeth arrived Nov. 15, 1910. The 
family soon moved to Portage la Prairie where they made 
their permanent home, and where Percy was predeceased 
by his wife Edith in 1927. For years he worked as a 
carpenter and as a conductor of C.N.R. until retirement 
in November, 1947. He continued to be active until his 
death in January, 1950. He is survived by his second wife 
Ethel of Toronto and three children. 

SYDNEY AND LILY BATEMAN 
FAMILY 

Sydney Hollingworth, fourth son of Arthur and Ellen, 
was born Aug. 1, 1884, so was eight years of age when the 
family came west. They left the train at Glenboro, and 
started for Grund, but, probably due to the inclemency 
of the weather, were glad to accept the hospitality of the 
Elliotts living in the vicinity of the Glenboro Cemetery, 
so did not reach their destination until the next morning. 
What a wonderful thing - the hospitality of the pioneers! 

At age 14, Sydney began working as a "farm hand" at 
$10 per month with the promise of an extra $21 at the end 
of the season - if the crop was good - but it wasn't! After 
five years, at age 19, he rented the first of several farms, 
then finally purchased N 26-3-14, and moved his family 
there Oct. 12, 1914. 

On April 10, 1912, Sydney married Elizabeth McNee 
(Lily) daughter of A.E. Cramer, who lived one mile east 
of Baldur. They farmed first, straight south from her 
father's farm, and finally moved to 26-3-14. 

This couple had three children, Royden John, 
Margaret Elizabeth and Albert Ernest. The country 
schools they attended were Connaught and Wigton. The 
family attended the United Church in Glenora until it 
closed, then returned to Baldur United. Lily was 

299 



President of Glenora Ladies' Aid for 18 years. She was 
secretary of the Glenora Poultry Pool for many years. 
This was the only outlet for poultry in the Glenora area in 
the early thirties. She was a diligent worker in the Red 
Cross during the war years and later, a tireless member of 
the Baldur Hospital Aid while her health permitted. 

After Sydney's death, Aug. 7, 1952, Albert and Lily 
moved to Baldur and built the house where Albert now 
lives. Lily spent several summers on the farm which had 
been home for so long, but finally settled in a suite in 
Argyle Lodge when it was opened, and for several years 
enjoyed the friendships she made there. She passed away 
in Baldur Hospital, May 28, 1973, and is buried in the 
family plot. A large picture was presented to the Argyle 
Lodge by the family and hangs in the Common Room in 
her memory. 

Margaret married Nelson Hawn of Baldur. They reside 
in KemptvilIe, Ont. They have no family. 

Albert married Della Patrick, and they reside in 
Baldur. They have two sons, Glayne and Rhean. Rhean is 
married to Valerie Koldyk, and lives in Brandon. Albert 
now has a farm two miles south of Baldur, having sold 
the original home nine miles south. 

Royden married Dorothy Morgan of Homewood. 
They have two children, Lome Royden and Roberta 
Dorothy. Lome married Elaine Platt of Pilot Mound. 
They live in Winnipeg and have four boys; Aaron 
Royden, Jeffrey Charles, Curtis Lome and Kirby Jay. 
Roberta married Renwick John Cuthbertson. They live in 
Westdale, Winnipeg and have a family of three; Crystal 
Lee, Cory Lyn, and Robyn Renwick. Royden and 
Dorothy farmed the land known in earlier times as 
"Spring Brook Farm" and continued there until 1978, 
when they moved to their new home at Baldur. They both 
continue to lead active and productive lives. 

MILDRED BATEMAN 

Mildred, age 10. 
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Mildred Alice, seventh and last of the family of Arthur 
and Ellen Bateman, arrived Sept. 24, 1897. She recalls 
her early life as being that of an only child in a family of 
adults, - six of them, and all were her friends. There were 
no quarrels, no swearing, no sulking, - nothing to disturb 
a child. But, of course, there were no little playmates 
either, but these she found in the homes down the street, 
so she never really thought about it until much later. 
Then she finally realized what a lucky little "kid" she had 
been, with such a family and such friends. 

School and Sunday School brought their own 
challenges, with whole new vistas of knowledge to be 
explored, and a world of books to be enjoyed - ever 
changing as the years went by. 

Before teaching in Baldur, Mildred taught briefly at 
RosehilI and Holmfield, then spent four years working at 
the Union Bank in Baldur. Those four years were not 
only pleasant but of great value to her, and she is stilI 
grateful for the opportunity which came so unexpectedly. 

Most of Mildred's working years were spent in Baldur 
School, teaching at various times in grades from III to 
VIII, and having the opportunity of working with 
children who appreciated everything that was done for 
them, such as the opportunity of competing in music 
festivals. In considering those years, she appreciates the 
friendships formed and the loyalty maintained through 
the years. 

She is also grateful for the privilege of working in 
Church and Sunday School; with the classes, the choirs 
and the women's organizations, where again she has 
found good fellowship and loyalty which has endured 
through the years. 

Mildred has come to believe firmly that there is always 
a challenge waiting for those who are seeking it, and what 
is worth doing is worth doing well. She believes her 
mother had such thoughts in mind when she started her 
little girl's training with the memorizing of the Apostle's 
Creed. What better foundation could she have laid? 

May Baldur and Canada go forward with ever 
deepening faith and courage. 

TONI AND SALIN BEAUFOY 
FAMILY 

Sydney (1980). Back Row: Salin and Tony. Front Row: Ursula, Patsy, 
Lelia (in 1961). 



Antony John Gurney (Tony) Beaufoy was born in 
Warwick, England on June 10, 1917. He came to Canada 
in October, 1925, with his parents, sister Ursula and 
brother Roger. The family stayed briefly with the Batty 
family in Hartney, Man. (their only relatives in Canada) 
while their father sought employment in Winnipeg as a 
chartered accountant. 

Tony attended school at St. Ignatius, Gordon Bell and 
Kelvin High Schools in Winnipeg. He worked for a short 
while in the north with the Hudson's Bay Company. 
Following this he was employed at Trans Canada Airlines 
as an aeronautical mechanic prior to joining the Air 
Force in Winnipeg in 1938. He trained at the 
Aeronautical Engineering School at Montreal, Que., No. 
5 Manning Depot at Lachine, Que., No. 1 Officers 
Training School at St. Marguerite, Que., No. 164 
Squadron at Moncton, N.B. and at No. 2 Training 
Centre in Winnipeg prior to going to England. 

He was discharged in 1943 for medical reasons and 
spent several years "chasing the cure" at Ninette 
Sanitarium. Following this he started his training towards 
chartered accountancy and articled with the firm of 
Riddell, Stead, Graham and Hutchinson of Winnipeg. 
He was in his third year when ill health again forced him 
to go to Ninette for another year and further training was 
curtailed. 

On Jan. 28, 1943, he married Patricia McGregor 
Litchfield. She passed away on July 25, 1944. He was 
also predeceased by his father, Sydney John, in 1960, and 
his mother, Lelia May, in 1968. 

In St. Mark's Church on Dec. 15, 1951, he married 
Salin Johannesson, daughter of Sigrun and Ingolfur 
Johannesson of Baldur and made his home there. He 
worked for Steini Johnson in the Electric Shop and for 
several years for the South West Health Unit at Baldur 
Hospital as a laboratory and X-ray technician. He was 
always very active in the local school board and town 
board and was secretary of them both at the time of his 
death. He served them faithfully for many years. He was 
an avid reader and was interested in photography, 
horticulture and needlepoint work. He died at Baldur on 
May 12, 1971. 

He is survived by a sister Ursula, Mrs. Charles Robson, 
of Oshawa, Ont. and a brother Roger of London, Ont. 

On July 6, 1980, a stained glass window, designed and 
made by his brother Roger, was installed in St. Mark's 
Church by his family. It was dedicated to "The Glory of 
God and in loving memory" by Bishop John Conlin of 
Brandon. 

Salin and Tony were blessed with four daughters. 
Patricia Melanie Ingrid was born Oct. 14, 1954. She 

graduated as R.N. from Misericordia Hospital in 
Winnipeg in 1976 .. She worked for three and one-half 
years at the Foyer in Notre Dame de Lourdes, Man. She 
is presently employed as Nurse Educator in the Diabetic 
Education Centre at the Health Sciences Centre in 
Winnipeg. 

Ursula May Kristin was born Sept. 15, 1956. She is 
living in Sherwood Park, Alta. and working as a postal 
carrier. 

Lelia Anne Salin was born Sept. 15, 1957. She 
graduated with honours from Herzing Institute of 

Winnipeg in 1979 as a medical secretary transcriptionist. 
She is employed at the Manitoba Clinic in Winnipeg. 

Sydney Joy Andrea was born March 22, 1964. She is 
completing her final year of high school. 

Salin still resides at Baldur. She graduated from 
Misericordia Hospital in 1944, took a Post Graduate 
course in eye, ear, nose and throat and oral surgery at 
Cook County Hospital, Chicago in 1947. She is presently 
employed as a registered nurse at Baldur Hospital. She is 
a licensed lay reader in the Anglican Church and is an 
avid fan of the Baldur Barons Hockey Club and the 
Riverside Canucks baseball team. 

GEORGE AND ESTElLE BEAULAC 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Barry, Jean, Adreenne, Lewis. Front Row: Charlie, George, 
Estelle, Cheryl. 

George Beaulac (Bolack) attended school in Neelin for 
all of his school days. By the time he reached high school 
age the town had established a high school in the old 
Bank of Toronto building. His mother and father, 
George Sr. and Alice Bolack, had come from Grand 
Forks, North Dakota, in 1909, and had bought 
McLennan's farm by Lake Lome (27-3-15). George Jr. 
was only four years old at the time. 

Celia Beaulac (George's adopted sister) was eight years 
old when she joined the family. She took schooling in 
Neelin until she was 17, when she went back to Winnipeg. 
She married a man by the name of Langston, and they 
had three children. 

George played baseball for many years with the Neelin 
team, and also played the violin for many dances in the 
area. In 1931, he married Estelle Lewis of the Cartwright 
area, and they were blessed with six chldren, all of whom 
attended Neelin School. 

Lewis joined the Canadian Air Force as a pilot trainee, 
and after finishing training in Canada was sent to 
Grostenquin Air Base in France. His plane crashed on 
Aug. 11, 1954, while on a training flight. He is buried in 
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Challoy, France. 
Barry joined the R.C.M.P. in 1954, and was always 

stationed in British Columbia. He became a staff
sergeant and, after 23 years in the Force, retired. He now 
lives in Cranbrook, B.C., with his wife, Judy, and their 
four children. 

Jeanne became a teacher and was lucky to be able to 
teach in Germany for two years. She now lives in 
Duncan, B.C., and is a loans officer in the Royal Bank. 

Adrienne lives in Ottawa at present. Being a 
stenographer with the Department of External Affairs 
has enabled her to see the world on her various postings. 

Charlie lives with his wife, Elaine, at Nelson, B.C., and 
is a building contractor. 

Cheryl lives in Edmonton, and works as a stenographer 
for the Department of Manpower and Immigration. 

In reference to the two spellings of the name which 
may be confusing; George Sr. was born in Quebec of 
French-Canadian parentage. His family moved to Ohio, 
U.S.A., when he was still a school-boy. He could not 
speak English and his teacher could not speak French, 
and, of course, did not know how to spell the name, so 
she spelled it as it sounds "Bolack". The family accepted 
this spelling and all the relatives do spell their names this 
way. When George and Estelle were married, they 
decided that the name should be corrected, so they spell 
their name 'Beaulac', which is the original way. 

GERRY AND NORA BEECH 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Nora, Mary, Gerry Sr., Twins David and James. 

Gerry, as he was known to his friends, was christened 
Gerard Macklin Victor. He was born in Kent, England in 
1887. His father, Colonel Lionel Beech, a surgeon, was 
attached to the medical corps of the British Army in 
India. It was here he met his Irish wife. They had a large 
family, some born in India, others in England and 
Canada. When Lionel retired he came with his family to 
Manitoba and practised medicine in Pilot Mound. 

Nora's parents, Mary Louisa and John Cowan, were 
of Irish descent. They left Sundance, Ont., and came to a 
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farm in the Municipality of Pembina, where they became 
good friends of the Beech family. 

Nora was born in Sundridge in 1889. She was 
christened Martha Leonora Glover. Nora attended 
normal school in Manitou. Initially, she taught in 
Belmont, and later in the Pembina home school. This 
allowed her to live at home since her parents required her 
help there. 

In those days, careers were not taken very seriously for 
well-brought-up young ladies and they were permitted a 
choice of very few occupations. At the same time they 
were at the beck and call of their families, who often had 
other avenues for solving their difficulties. 

At the age of 15, Gerry ran away to sea from Salt 
Spring Island, B.C., where the family were then living. 
He spent six years at sea, ending up as second mate on the 
"Hougemont", a four-masted sailing ship. This was in 
the days before steam. He returned to Pembina, ex
pecting to be best man at his brother's wedding to Nora's 
older sister. Unfortunately, he arrived one day too late. 

After Gerry and Nora were married, they farmed in 
Pembina until Gerry enlisted in the army in WWI. He 
was wounded on the Somme in France and by a coin
cidence, was brought to a dressing station where the 
physician in charge was his brother, Alan. Upon his 
return to Canada, he organized the first veteran's 
association in Pilot Mound for returned soldiers. Having 
previously sold his Pembina farm prior to going overseas, 
he eventually acquired a black alkali farm from the 
Soldier's Settlement Board. Forced to abandon it, Gerry 

. became a grain buyer for the Canadian Consolidated 
Grain Company in Arnaud. By then there were three 
children in the family. To this day Mary recalls Gerry 
singing sea shanties when the children were small, to put 
them to sleep. These echoes have reverberated 
nostalgically down these many years. 

Gerry and Nora and family moved from Arnaud, 
Man., with its one-room school, to Baldur in 1932. Their 
purpose in coming to Baldur was the urgent requirement 
of a high school. Gerry Jr. had just completed elementary 
school, whereas Mary had been away from home three 
years, the last two at high school in Salmon Arm where 
she stayed with her uncle's family. It was, also, the 
"Depression". There were low salaries, unemployment, 
failing crops, little or no rain, and what the weather 
neglected, the grasshoppers finished. 

Gerry Jr., Bill and Mary completed high school in 
Baldur. When Mary took grade XII it was taught after 
4:00 p.m. and on Saturdays. Mr. Fines was school 
principal, Mildred Bateman, Louise Wilson and Lillian 
Fisher were teachers at that time. 

Gerry Jr. won a general proficiency, as well as an 
Isbister Scholarship, entitling him to university tuition in 
Winnipeg. However, the family were too broke for him 
to take advantage of it and there was no work for young 
people at that time. 

The years growing up were, however, happy. Winter 
was always a busy time. Billie and Gerry Jr. had trap lines 
and Billie used Gerry's mitts to take a skunk out of a 
trap. Billie wasn't too popular for a time! They did, 
however, make a little pocket money and had a lot of 
strenuous exercise in the process. Hockey was a popular 



activity and Mary did posters for various shop windows 
to advertise the games. Curling and skating were also 
popular in Baldur. The boys, Nora and Gerry Sr., all 
curled. Mary enjoyed skating and, in fact, learned to 
skate there. 

Gerry Sr. and Nora were active in the community, 
Gerry with the Legion and Masonic Lodge. They 
belonged to the Anglican Church and Nora was active 
with the Women's Institute, Ladies Auxiliary to the 
church and the Red Cross. Both parents and Mary 
belonged to bridge clubs. Gerry Sr. and Mary for a time 
were involved with the United Church drama club until it 
was discovered there weren't enough parts for their 
church members! At one time, too, Mary belonged to 
Mildred Bateman's choir, to which the most uncertain 
voices were welcomed as the choir put on operettas or 
entered musical festivals. They also used to go to Ivan 
Schultz's house for various meetings, like the ones on 
music appreciation. On warm days they, at times, sat 
under the trees on Brays' lawn, reading Kipling aloud. 
The Brays, too, had a chair in their living room which 
appeared to have an unlimited capacity for holding a 
large number of young people at one time. 

When Mary finished school she worked in Maurice 
Stulback's general store. In those days salaries were very 
low. She remembers working one six-day week from 8:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and to 11 :45 p.m. or midnight on 
Saturday. These were the normal hours of work for 
which she received $3.50 per week. On that occasion she 
spent the money on a pair of velvet overshoes, trimmed 
with fur which she had coveted for some time. Maurice 
was the type of person who was quite extroverted while at 
the same time appeared rather formidable, yet for five 
cents would fill a bag to the brim with peppermints for an 
eager child, or when no one was noticing would give 
money to someone in need. He also used to have price 
wars with the Kilgours, who ran the general store across 
the street. Mary can recall sugar dropping to 63<r for 10 
pounds, Maurice advertised this with large, white "Bon 
Ami" letters on the window facing his competitor, who 
could either view it and weep, or in his turn lower the 
price on his window. Both used "Bon Ami" to write with 
since it was readily available, legible and removed easily 
for each new bulletin. Maurice also, unintentionally, 
taught Mary one Icelandic phrase that she has never 
forgotten, nor has she ever had the courage to ask for an 
interpretation. 

They used to have a wonderful time going to all the 
dances in halls and schools in Baldur and the surrounding 
areas. Mary still recalls her collie dog faithfully waiting 
for her at the foot of the stairs leading to the hall above 
Kilgour's store. In winter their friends from the farm 
often came to fetch them in a sleigh when roads were 
closed, cars up on blocks and the temperature well below 
zero. The wonder still remains of the northern lights 
shining across the sky on those long ago evenings. 

In 1936, their family had a wonderful holiday at 
Falcon Lake with Bill Arnold's family. It was their last 
one all together. Immediately following, Gerry went to 
Ottawa to work in the census department, Mary left for 
Brandon in December to learn to be a psychiatric nurse. 

The depression, with its unemployment, continued as 

Gerry Jr., Gerry, Bill. 

the world drew closer to war. In 1939, Billie joined the 
R.A.F. and was in Brandon on his way to England when 
Canada officially entered the war. Mary's twin sons, 
David and James, were 26 days old and, although still in 
hospital, Billie was able to see his nephews. 

In England, Billie trained with the R.A.F. and played 
hockey in Brighton that winter. He received his com
mission and had been married three weeks to Dorothy 
Wilkinson of Dundee, when in January, 1941, he went 
down with his Spitfire during the Battle of Britain. He 
was 21 years old. Dorothy came to Baldur and stayed 
with Gerry and Nora, later joining the R.C.A.F. in 
Vancouver. She served in Canada as a wireless instructor 
and after discharge moved to Toronto, where she 
eventually remarried, but she has always kept in contact 
with the family. 

Gerry, Jr. who had married Golda Thorpe, a nurse at 
the Ottawa Civic Hospital, joined the R.C.A.F. and 
became an observer. He was stationed briefly in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan and received his com
mission prior to leaving Canada. Gerry took part in the 
massive attack on Cologne, survived it and went down 
over Hamburg in 1942. Neither Billie nor Gerry had any 
family. 

In 1942, Gerry Sr. and Nora moved to Vancouver. 
Mary joined them in 1949. They took care of 10 year old 
David and Jim while Mary continued her nursing 
education, graduating from the Royal Columbian 
Hospital in 1952 and later from the University of British 
Columbia. Without her parents' encouragement and help 
it would have been impossible to accomplish either of 
these projects. Mary's final year at U.B.C. in 1961 was 
also the boys' first year there. 

Gerry Sr. and Nora lived in North Vancouver for many 
years, taking great pleasure in their garden, enjoying 
their grandchildren and great-grandchildren as well as 
their many friends and relatives. Gerry Sr. died in 1971 at 
84 years of age, after some years of ill health. Nora had a 
stroke in 1972, and was incapacitated until her death in 
1978 at the age of 89. 

Mary retired in 1979, and keeps well occupied with her 
home, books, friends, family and various community or
ganizations. 
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LUKE AND ANNIE BELL FAMILY 

Luke Bell was born on March 8, 1838, in the township 
of Sheffield, County of Lennox and Addington, Ont. He 
was the son of a Methodist preacher and on his mother's 
side, was of United Empire Loyalist descent. 

In March, 1866, Luke married Annie Amelia Hughes. 
She was born Sept. 3, 1848, in Doddington County, Ont. 
They resided on Luke's family farm, near Tamworth. In 
1889, Luke came to Manitoba and Annie came in 1891. 
They homesteaded southeast of Baldur. 

Luke and Annie had eight children: Samuel; Fletcher; 
James; Morley; Ezra; Bert; Mary and Tillie (Mrs. Royal 
Leslie). 

Luke died on Oct. 6, 1912, and Annie on Nov. 28, 
1936. 

Samuel was a farmer. 
Fletcher was a farmer and joined the army. 
James married Ina Wilde and they had two daughters, 

Irene and Muriel. James moved to Baldur where he built 
a home in 1928. They moved to Winnipeg in 1945. Irene 
became a teacher and taught in several schools. In 
December 1941, Muriel, a registerd nurse, married Lloyd 
Aikenhead, who was in the air force. Their son, Larry, 
was born in September, 1942, shortly after his father, 
Lloyd, was lost in action. 

Morley, Ezra, and Bert were lawyers. Bert and Mary 
lived for years on Third Street in Baldur. They moved to 
Winnipeg where they passed away. 

BEN AND LYDIA BELLOW FAMILY 
BOB AND EDNA BELLOW FAMILY 

Lydia and Ben. 

Boniface John Bellow (Ben) was born in Chicago, 
Illinois, U.S.A., on May 14,1891. He came to Winnipeg, 
Man. as a young lad. On June 14, 1918, he married Lydia 
Ann Wigh. They worked for one year in a one-finger mitt 
factory for the army. 

Ben sold his car to buy horses and a wagon so they 
would be able to come out on the trails to their new 
home, 36-5-13. Ben bought this farm from Valdimar 
Arnason on June 16, 1919. Here they lived in a one-room 
shack until 1947, when Ben and Lydia were able to build 
a house. They held two dances in their new home before 
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the rooms were divided. 
At this time Ben and Lydia remember seIling oats for 

33¢ a bushel and barley for 25¢ a bushel. They worked 
together to grub wood and sold it. They took a grist to 
Holland Mill each fall and brought back a supply of 
flour, bran and shorts. 

Ben and Lydia had three children: Frank, Marjorie and 
Robert (Bob), who took their schooling at Thor School. 

Lydia died June 29, 1968, and Ben died in August, 
1970. 

Benjamin Franklin (Frank) worked for Wishart Mowat 
and other farmers before trucking for a while. He 
married Rita Godin and they lived in Baldur where four 
of their ten children started school. The family are: Linda 
who is at Dunrea and has three children; Deanna is living 
in Winnipeg and has three children; Teresa is married and 
has one son. She lives in Vancouver. Ruth lives in 
Winnipeg, where she is raising three children; Stewart 
and his wife live in Cypress River and have two children; 
Frances is working on a farm north of Baldur; Florence 
furthered her education and is working in Winnipeg; 
Martha, Tammy and Lydia are still at home, attending 
Glenboro School. 

Marjorie Violet married Frank Wall and settled at 
Swan River, Man. Gail, their only child, married Graham 
Carr on May 27, 1978. 

Edna and Bob. 

Robert Gerard (Bob) married Edna Mae Nesbitt of 
Treherne, and they farmed the land where Bob was born 
until 1981. Bob is a horse-lover and keeps a beautiful 
team. He drove a school bus for over 20 years. Bob and 
Edna have four children: Marleen, Bryon, Percy Wayne 
and Tim. 

Marleen took her schooling at Thor, St. Alphonse and 
Mariapolis. She was a telephone operator at Somerset 
after completing her schooling and there she met Dennis 
DeMare, whom she married on Sept. 19, 1970. They 
make their home in British Columbia and are raising a 
son and a daughter. 

Bryon Robert attended St. Alphonse and Notre Dame 
Schools. He was a 4-H Seed Club member and worked at 
Caesar De Jaegher's Seed Plant for several years. On July 
11, 1981, Bryon married Genella Ruth Dalik and they are 



Bryan, Marleen, Percy, and Tim. 

the third generation to own 36-5-13, enabling Bob and 
Edna to retire to Chilliwack, B.C. 

Percy Wayne also attended St. Alphonse and Notre 
Dame Schools. He enjoyed sports and took wood
working in 4-H. During holidays he worked on Jack 
Stone's farm. He is now working on the Good Roads 
during the summer months and drives a truck during the 
winter. He married Vicky Lee Playfair on June 14, 1980 
and they are presently living in Baldur. 

Timothy Grant took his elementary schooling at St. 
Alphonse and graduated from Notre Dame High School 
in 1981. He works at Roger Delorme's farm during the 
holidays but is mechanically minded so is enrolled at 
Assiniboine Community College for the class of Sep
tember, 1981. 

PETER AND HELEN BEMBENEK 
FAMILY 

Peter and Helen and family of John, Frank, Mary, 
Joe, Amy, Bernice, Tony and Carol moved from Elma, 
Man. to the Grund district and settled on the farm four 
and a half miles north of Baldur in 1921. At that time 
there was an old log house and a log barn. 

With the help of wonderful neighbours; 
Christophersons, J ohnsons, Gudnasons and Helgasons, 
they were able to start farming. 

In later years Mr. Gillies from Virden, Man. purchased 
the farm and built the house that still stands there and 
later on he built a hip-roof barn. Some of the older 
children worked for the neighbours. 

For schooling, the children attended Hola School 
which was, and still is, on the Joe Christopherson farm. 

The mode of transportation was the wagon and buggy 
and in later years they bought a Model "T" Ford and in 
1927, the older boys, with wages earned, purchased a 
Chevrolet touring car. 

With transportation by car the family were able to 
attend Mass at the Roman Catholic Church in Mariapolis 
and Brandon. For recreation during the summer, 
baseball was organized and the diamond was situated in 
Gudnason's pasture - called the "Bushrabbit Point". The 
teams consisted of Bushrabbits - Kangaroos, a team from 
Bru - one from Antonius School. 

They farmed until 1938, and during those years seven 

more children were born and raised on the farm. They are 
August, Martin, Nick, Rose, Anne, Jean and Paul. 

In the fall of 1938, they moved to Winnipeg and during 
the depression years there was no work available in the 
city. Peter and Helen, with the younger children, moved 
back to farm at Baldur and lived in the Sandy Davidson 
house. In 1941, with the help of the older children, they 
were able to purchase a house in Winnipeg. Peter 
Bembenek passed away in 1959. 

John and his wife Marcella live in Winnipeg. They 
have one daughter. 

Mary Weselake (widow) and her three sons, Ted, Larry 
and Joe, live in Winnipeg. 

Amy and her husband, Charlie Ogwdnick, also live in 
Winnipeg. He is retired from Dominion Bridge. 

Joe was a miner at Sudbury Mines. He is retired and 
lives with his sister, Bernice Yaniw. 

Bernice Yaniw (widow) and her daughter Helen and 
two sons, Lawrence and Douglas, farm at Stayner, Ont. 

During the war Frank served with the Royal Canadian 
Artillery in Europe. He was employed with the post 
office after the war and married Anne Korby. He passed 
away in 1973. 

August served with the R.C.A.F. ground crew and 
worked in the mines after the war. He and his wife Helen 
and daughter Theresa reside at Wasaga Beach, Ont. They 
had three children. 

Martin served with the Lake Superior Regiment and 
was seriously wounded on night patrol in Belgium. 
Martin was employed with the Manitoba Telephone 
System. He is now retired and he and his wife Jean live at 
Marysville, B.C. 

Anthony (Tony) served with the R.C.A.F. air crew 
overseas. He and his wife Betty farm at Treherne. They 
had a family of five children. 

Carol Klem and her daughter Gail live in Winnipeg. 
Nick and his wife Marian and their daughter Christine 

reside in Winnipeg. Nick is employed with Bristol Aero 
Space. 

Rose and her husband, Henry Jurkowski, and their 
three sons and one daughter reside in Winnipeg. 

Helen Bembenek, who is 94 years young, still insists on 
doing some household chores. She lives on Polson Ave. 
in Winnipeg with daughters Anne and Jean. 

Paul is the baby of the family. He and his wife Helen 
and their children reside in Winnipeg. Paul is employed 
with the C.P .R .. 

In the Bembenek family there are 29 grandchildren and 
17 great-grandchildren. 

Nick, John, Bernice, Frank, Joe, Rose, Paul, Mary, Anne, 
Martin, Carol, Jean, Tony, Amy, and AI. 
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KRISTJAN BENEDICTSON 

Krist jan Benediktson 

Krist jan Benedictson was born Aug. 14, 1867. His 
father Benedict Andresson was drowned on a fishing trip 
when Krist jan was three years old. Krist jan and his 
mother Helga, came to Canada in 1879. Shortly after that 
Helga married a widower, Jon Bjornsson. 

Krist jan moved to Baldur with his mother and step
father in 1886. For some time Krist jan worked in Fridjon 
Frederickson's store in Glenboro. Later he took over as 
manager of the R. Rollins and Sons store in Baldur and 
held that position for many years. 

Krist jan was a kind gentlemanly fellow, who tried hard 
to please his customers. Many a fine piece of china, 
lamps, beverage sets or antiques can be found in homes 
today in this area, having come from a collection Krist jan 
kept in his store. He had an eye for beautiful artistic 
objects and frequently gave customers these for presents 
at Christmas. He took a keen interest in church and 
community affairs. 

Krist jan's step-father died in 1918. When Krist jan 
retired, he moved to Winnipeg with his mother in 1930. 
His mother Helga, died in 1932, and Krist jan passed 
away in 1934. 

DA VID BENTLEY 
FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs. David Bentley came first to 
Marringhurst and took up the homestead 22-4-12 in 
Argyle Municipality in the early 1880's. They had four 
children: Florence, Andy, Hugh and Katie. 

During their years on the homestead the Bentley family 
attended a house party at Easons, who had a windmill. 
Someone asked to see the mill in operation and after it 
started, Florence Bentley was unfortunate enough to 
have her long hair caught in the working parts of the 
windmill. Mr. Alex McQuarrie was quick of mind and 
with his jack-knife cut off Florence's hair thus saving her 
life. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bentley left Dry River in 1898. 
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GEORGE AND ELSIE BILES FAMILY 

Elsie and George. 

George was born in Poole, Dorset, England on May 
14, 1890. His parents were Dan and Elizabeth Biles. He 
came to Ca!1ada in 1909, and worked for the 
Christophersons at Grund. 

In 1914, he enlisted in the Canadian Army and went 
overseas in 1915. He was wounded in 1917, and received 
the Distinguished Conduct Medal. After recovery he took 
officer's training and became a lieutenant. 

After the war in 1918, he married Elsie Eva Gray in 
England. George returned to Canada with the army in 
1919, that same year he went back to England to bring his 
wife and baby son to Canada. He returned to work for 
the Christophersons at Grund until the spring of 1923, at 
which time he purchased W 10-6-14, and farmed there 
until he moved to Glenboro in 1946, when he purchased 
the tin shop from the Norman William's estate. 

George and Elsie had three children. 
Bertram Francis was born in England on Nov. 19, 

1919. He married Anna Joel in June, 1947. 
Henry Dan was born in Argyle on May 27, 1921. He 

married Edna Pennycook in August, 1969. 
Marion Christina was born in Argyle on June 16, 1923. 

She married William Thomas Barr in April, 1951. 
Ted Fisher, who was a nephew, came from England 

with his father to live with the Biles', in 1926, until he was 
out of school. 

Elsie passed away on Sept. 28, 1950. 
George passed away on June 22, 1966. 
Marion passed away on March 13, 1975. 
Ted Fisher passed away on Dec. 27, 1973. 

BILL AND ANNA BILES FAMILY 

Bertram (Bill) was born in Deal, Kent, England, on 
Nov. 19, 1919. At the age of five months he came to 
Canada with his parents, George and Elsie Biles. 

He attended Mimir School and he farmed with his 
father until joining the army in 1941. He went overseas in 
November, 1941, served two years in England, one and a 
half years in Italy and six months in Belgium and 
Holland. He returned to Canada in November, 1945. 

Bill and his brother Henry rented the farm SW 10-6-14 



Danny, Maureen, Bill, Anne, Keith, Kathy, Randy, Wayne, Wendy, 
Jessica, Jackolyn, Bob, Carry Ann, Tannis. 

from their father in 1946. In June, 1947, Bill married 
Anna Steinun Joel, youngest daughter of Fred and 
Gudny Joel, who was born and raised at Baldur. They 
purchased the farm in 1950. 

They have six children and four grandchildren. 
Robert Norman was born in Glenboro on Feb. 7, 1948. 

He married Jackolyn Hogan of Shilo on Sept. 5, 1975. 
They have two girls, Tannis and Carry-Ann. Robert is a 
plumber. They reside in Brandon. 

Wendy Elizabeth was born in Glenboro on Sept. 12, 
1949. She married Wayne Ernest Duchart from Hamiota 
on Nov. 8, 1971. They have two girls, Jessica and Megan. 
Wayne is a professional photographer. They reside in 
Kelowna, B.C. 

Daniel George was born in Baldur on Oct. 9, 1950. He 
married Maureen Poole of Glenboro on May 17, 1975. 
Dan is a commercial loans officer with Co-operative 
Credit Society of Manitoba. They reside in Winnipeg. 

Twins, Kathrine Ann and Keith Francis were born in 
Glenboro on June 22, 1956. Kathy is a laboratory 
technologist working in Brandon. Keith works for the 
Spruce Woods Parks Branch. 

Randal Grant was born in Glenboro on Nov. 2, 1958. 
Randy works for the Spruce Woods Parks Branch. 

Bill and Anna moved to Glenboro in October, 1975. 
Anna has been working at the Glenboro Senior Citizen's 
Home for lO years. They sold the farm to Albert and 
Glen Hamilton in 1979. Albert and wife Gail and son are 
now residing there. 

MARGARET ANN BISHOP 

Margaret Ann (Nancy) Bishop, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Adams and her daughter, Dorothy, went to 
Bill Yeo's in 1932. Nancy kept house for Bill on the farm 
until 1958. She then moved to Cyress River and has 
resided there since. She now lives in the Cypress River 
Lodge. 

Dorothy received her education at the Cypress River 
School, then attended Glenboro High School and 
Bruxelles Convent. She taught school for two years. She 
married Wilfred Ramsay on Nov. 11, 1951. They have 
three childen, Lynn, Keith, and Jo-Ann. 

LUC AND MARIE ROSE BISSON 
FAMILY 

Lorraine, Antoine, George, Marie-Rose, Maurice, Luc, Lucille, Cecile, 
and Diane Marie injront. 

Luc was born in Dunrea, Man., on Aug. 6, 1930. He 
was the fifth child of 15 born to Philippe Bisson and 
Sarah Gaboury. On Sept. 29, 1955 Luc married Marie
Rose Hutlet, daughter of Pauline Hutlet and Cecile 
Desrosiers of Bruxelles. They farmed near Margaret for 
two years, then rented and later bought the home farm 
north of Dunrea. There they farmed for 15 years. In the 
summer of 1971, Luc purchased the Orval Breault farm 
southeast of Baldur and moved on April 20, 1972. 

Luc and Marie-Rose have eight children: Diane 
married Murray Mauws, son of Jerry and Julie Mauws, 
on July 8, 1978. They reside in Brandon and have a 
daughter, Beverly. Lucille married Allen Mauws, son of 
Jerry and Julie Mauws, on April 24, 1976. They reside in 
Norway House, Man. and have three children; Michelle, 
Nicholas and Jo-Anne. Cecile married Leonard Gillis, 
son of John and Cornelia Gillis, on July 24, 1976. They 
farm the former Willie Maxwell farm north of Neelin. 
They have two sons, Kevin and Robert. Antoine married 
Renee Van Damme, daughter of Remie and Norma Van 
Damme, on June 16, 1979. They reside in Glenora and 
have a son, Adam. Lorraine married Donald Van 
Damme, son of Jerry and Alice Van Damme, on Nov. 10, 
1980. They farm northeast of Greenway and have a 
daughter, Nicole. Maurice, George and Marie live at 
home. 

GUNNLAUGURANDLUKKA 
BJARNASON FAMILY 

In 1887, Gunnlaugur Bjarnason and his wife Lukka 
Eyjolfsdottir immigrated to Canada from Iceland where 
they were born. They had two children, Thorbjorg who 
was born in 1877, and Bjorn who was born in 1879. 
Gunnlaugur's granddaughter Lukka Gudmundsdottir 
born in 1885, came with them. 

They arrived in Winnipeg first, and subsequently 
moved to Argyle Municipality where they settled on NW 
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Bjorn, Gunnlaugur, Lukka Jr., Thorbjorg, Lukka Sr. with baby 
Krist jan on her knee. 

34-5-13. They later acquired NE 27-5-13. The children 
attended Bru School. A son, Krist jan, was born to 
Gunnlaugur and Lukka in 1891. They also took into their 
home and raised a foster son, Willie Gudmundson 
(Goodman). 

In 1893, Gunnlaugur passed away and was buried in 
Grund Cemetery. 

Thorbjorg and Bjorn had to help their mother operate 
the farm. Some years later they sold the farm and moved 
to Baldur. 

Thorbjorg married William Edwards on Feb. 2, 1909. 
She took over the hotel in Baldur and worked there for 
some years. Lukka Gudmundsdottir passed away in 
1910, at age 25 years. She was buried at Grund Cemetery. 
To Thorbjorg and her husband were born two sons: 
Roscoe and Arthur. The family moved to Winnipeg 
where they lived for some years and Roscoe and Arthur 
received their education. Roscoe married Muriel Grey of 
Sprague, Man. and they had two sons. Roscoe and 
Muriel are now deceased. Arthur married Nora Burt and 
they had two sons. Nora and Arthur reside in Kitchener, 
Ont. 

Bjorn Gunnlaugson married and had one daughter 
May who resides in Victoria, B.c. 

Krist jan Gunnlaugson moved to Vancouver. He 
married Gudny Thordarson and they had a family of 
eight. 

Lukka Bjarnason died in 1916, in Winnipeg, and was 
buried at Grund Cemetery. 

SVEINN AND THORBJORG 
BJORGOLFSON FAMILY 

In 1887, three families moved from 'Breiddal, in 
Eastern Iceland, and acquired land in the same section in 
the Municipality of Argyle, seven miles from Baldur, 
Man. These families were: Sveinn Bjorgolfson; Gudjon 
Jonson; and Gunnlaugur Bjarnason. They came to 
Halifax, via Glasgow, by boat; and then by train on to 
Manitoba. 
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Standing: Gunnlaugur (Laugi), Ingibjorg, Thorunn, and Bjorgolfur 
(Beggi). Seated: Sveinn and Thorbjorg. 

They brought with them their clothing and worldly 
goods in homemade trunks and 'Kofforts'. These goods 
included: religious books and Norse Stories; snuff and 
plug tobacco for the men; probably a bottle of 'Aklavik' 
for medicinal use; and last but not least, the spinning 
wheel, wool carders and all the equipment to make yarn. 
For many years after they came to Canada everyone wore 
homeknit wool socks and mittens. To this day, some 
people still make use of these homemade products. 

Sveinn, who was born Feb. 4, 1835, in Breiddal, 
Iceland, and his wife Thorbjorg Gunnlaugsdottir, born 
March 25, 1839, settled on SW 34-5-13 and later 
Bjorgolfur acquired SW 27-5-13. At first very little of the 
land was broken, so gradually they added to the 
cultivated acreage. 

For the first few months the family stayed with 
neighbours (Fredfinnur Fredfinson), while Sveinn built a 
house on his homestead. His was one of the first timber 
homes in that area. All transportation was 'by foot', and 
thus he had to walk three miles a day while building his 
house. 

There were four children in the family: Thorun, who 
was born on Oct. 9, 1878, married Edvald J. Olafson in 
1899, and died April 10, 1949; Bjorgolfur, who was born 
on April 28, 1881, and died Jan. 2, 1969; Ingibjorg, who 
was born on March 3, 1882, and died July 8, 1921; 
Gunnlaugur who was born on April 12, 1884, married 
Christine Halldorson in 1922, and died Sept. 12, 1960. 

The three oldest children attended Bru School for a few 
years. Gunnlaugur later attended the Wolsely School, 
which was three miles south of the homestead. 

Church attendance during the first few years was 
almost nil, but the Lutheran religion was carried on in the 
homes. 

Entertainment was limited to visiting neighbours, card 
playing and home gatherings. 

Sveinn died May 21, 1921, in Baldur. Thorbjorg died 
Sept. 21,1925. 



BJORN AND SIGRIDUR BJORNSON 
FAMILY 

Standing: Gudrun and Elisa. Seated: Sigridur, Ingibjorg, and Bjorn 
(with GudllY on knee). 

Bjorn and Sigridur were born in northern Iceland. 
Bjorn was born Aug. 30, 1854, and his wife Sigridur was 
born Feb. 3, 1852. They immigrated to Canada in June, 
1889, with three children, Ella, Gudrun and a baby boy 
who died shortly after the family moved to NW 30-5-14 
in the Argyle Municipality. 

Bjorn was a fine carpenter who built many homes and 
barns in the district and was one of the carpenters of the 
Baldur School, built in 1905. 

To Bjorn and Sigridur were born another three 
children while they lived on the farm north of Baldur. 

Ingibjorg was born April 22, 1891. She never married. 
She died Nov. 4,1913. 

Gudny was born Feb. 7, 1895. She married Bert Dalzell 
who was a barber in Medicine Hat, Alta. They had two 
boys, Lloyd and Murray. Gudny died Jan. 30, 1924. 

Arni, Bjorn and Sigridur's son, was born Aug. 4, 1897. 
He is now the only survivor of this family. He served 
overseas in WWI from 1916 to 1918. He served with the 
27th Battalion and the 4th Machine Gun Corps in France 
and Belgium at Passchendale, Amiens, Arras and 
Cambrai, where he was wounded. Arni arrived home in 
June of 1919, just after his father had died by accident. 

Arni and his mother lived in the house that had been 
built by Bjorn when the family moved to Baldur. They 
legally adopted Lloyd, Gudny's son, in 1925, and 
brought him up as Lloyd Bjornson. He stayed with Arni 
until 1941 , when he joined the Air Force in WWII. 

Arni worked at Alex Fowler's Shoe Store for 35 years 
as harness maker, shoe repairer and clerk. Then Arni 
worked the next 15 years for George Fowler. Arni is well
known for his work in this area. 

Arni's mother, Sigridur, passed away at the ripe old 
ageof890nFeb.15,1941. 

Arni married Valgerdur Gunnlaugson on June 27, 
1941. They have one daughter, Ingibjorg (Inga). Inga 
married Fred Andries in June, 1965. They have three 
children; Carmen, Jason and Pamela. They reside in 
Crystal City, Man. 

Arni and Vala on their wedding day, JUlie 27,1941. 

Arni was always very fond of sports such as curling, 
hockey, golfing, hunting and fishing. He enjoys gar
dening, fixing clocks and repairing anything that comes 
to hand. He is a jovial fellow and has many friends. 

Lloyd Bjornson married Edith Macintosh of Winnipeg 
and they have one daughter, Edith (Mrs. Clifford 
Bjorklund). 

GISLI AND RUNA BJORNSON 
FAMILY 

On Feb. 12, 1879, at Grasholi in Iceland, Einar. "Gisli" 
Johannes Bjornson was born. His parents were Bjorn 
and Gudney Bjornson (nee Gudney Vilhelmina Einar
sdottir). 

At the age of three, Gisli came to Canada with his 
parents and three brothers: Herman, Gudmundur and 
Geiri and four sisters: Jonina, Bertha, Mary and Gudrun. 

In 1882, the family settled in the Bru district where they 
acquired some farmland. They called their holding 
"Grasholi" named after the place in Iceland from where 
they came. 

Gisli married "Runa" (nee Stefania Gudrun 
Sigtryggsdottir) daughter of Sigtryggur and Gudrun 
Stefanson, on Dec. 2, 1900, at the Grund Church by Rev. 
John Clemis. 

Gisli and Runa purchased half a 3ection of land in the 
Bru d;strict, eight miles south of Cypress River. It was on 
this land that Gisli built a house and barn and they 
started farming and raising their family. They had nine 
children, three died in infancy. 

Gisli and Runa were active members of their com
munity and their church. 

Emily Sigrun Lillian born Feb. 21, 1906, married 
Stefan "Steve" Sigmar, May 26, 1926, at the Grund 
Church by Rev. K.K. Olafsson. They had four children, 
Lloyd Marino, born June 2, 1927. He resides in Ed-
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monton, Alta. Sigrun Margaret, born April 1, 1928 (Mrs. 
Eyfi Walterson) resides in Beausejour, Man. Stefan 
Murray, born April 10, 1929, resides in Winnipeg, Man. 
Gudrun Emily Grace, born June 13, 1932, died Oct. 7, 
1940. Steve and Emily remained on the Sigmar farm until 
Steve's death, November, 1947. Emily later moved to 
Vancouver where she lived for ,several years. She now 
resides in Edmonton, Alta. 

Laura Vilhelmina, born May 20, 1911, married Oscar 
Josephson, March 26, 1934. They had four children: 
Gerald born Aug. 30, 1934, James born May 20, 1937, 
Norma born Nov. 4, 1945, and Ron born May 20, 1947. 
They lived in the town of Glenboro for many years before 
moving to Cannington, Ont. Oscar died Sept. 5, 1981. He 
was an avid outdoor and sports enthusiast. 

Harold was born March 31, 1914. He lived with his 
parents all his life. He was a carpenter by trade. He died 
of cancer at the age of 55 years, Nov. 24, 1969. 

Frederick was born March 5, 1916. He married Doreen 
Christie, Jan. 12, 1952. Fred served in WW II at Jamaica. 
They had three children: Larry born Jan. 3, 1953; Arlene 
born Nov. 20,1954; and Ray born Jan. 23, 1959. Fred 
worked for the Glenboro Creamery for several years and 
now manages the Glenboro Golf and Country Club. 
They reside in Glenboro. 

Hansina Gudrun, born June 6, 1918. Hansy lived with 
her parents until their death, then with Harold until his 
death and now resides at Lyall Park Place in Glenboro. 
Hansy has done many favours for many people, and is 
"One of God's Special People". 

Gudmundur "Mundie"·was born March 24, 1921. He 
married Doreen Steele May 26, 1947. They had four 
children: Steve born Nov. 10, 1947; Brenda born May 17, 
1949 (Mrs. John Tosh); John born Nov. 22, 1950; and 
Corinne born Aug. 11, 1952 (Mrs. Cal Torgerson). 
Mundie and Doreen reside on a farm one and a half miles 
southwest of Glenboro. 

The Bjornsons lived and farmed in the Bru district 
until 1944, then Gisli purchased a half section of land, 
one and a half miles southwest of Glenboro, from Mrs. 
Nellie McKenzie. There they farmed until 1952, when 
Gisli retired at the age of 73. He sold the farm to his son 
Mundie, then moved to Glenboro and bought a house 
from August Arason. Gisli and Runa enjoyed over 65 
years of marriage together. Then Runa was stricken with 
cancer and passed away, April 14, 1966, at the age of 84. 
Gisli died of a broken heart three months later July 10, 
1966 at the age of 87. 

JON AND GUNNLAUG 
BJORNSON FAMILY 

Jon Stefan Bjornson was born on Sept. 7, 1863, in 
Ljotsstodum, Vopnafirdi, Iceland. He came to Canada in 
1887. He married Gunnlaug Ragnheidur, eldest child of 
Johann Jonson (of 20), on April 5, 1894, in Glenboro, 
Man. Gunnlaug was born on June 14, 1868, in Eyaf
jardar, Iceland. She came to Canada with her father and 
sister, Thorbjorg. 

Jon and Gunnlaug lived near Glenboro for a short time 
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Jon and Gunnlaug with Gustav and Unnur. 

then moved to Winnipeg around 1898. They resided on 
Elgin Ave., where Jon was a teamster and had his own 
dray business. They moved to a farm ten miles south of 
Winnipeg in 1899, returning to Argyle in 1900. They 
farmed W 30-5-14. Jon died on May 17, 1932. Gunnlaug 
died on Oct. 30, 1948. 

Jon and Gunnlaug had three children: Gustav Johann, 
Elizabeth, and Unnur. 

Gustav Johann was born on May 12, 1895. He received 
his education at Mimir School. He married Andrea 
Valgerdur Johannesson. (See Gustav Bjornson history.) 

Elizabeth was born in October, 1896. She died on Jan. 
30,1899. 

Unnur was born in 1900. She received her education at 
Mimir school. In 1931, she married Alvin Lambkin of 
Belmont and they have resided in the Belmont area ever 
since. They had six children; Norman, Frank,. Willie, 
Dorothy Livingstone, Anne Mabon and Joan Draper. 

GUSTAV AND ANDREA BJORNSON 
FAMILY 

Gustav Johann, son of Jon and Gunnlaug Bjornson, 
married Andrea Valgerdur Johannesson (born April 27, 
1892) on Oct. 26, 1916, at his parents' home, on the 
farm, 30-5-14. Gustav farmed with his father, continuing 
after his father's death, until he retired, in 1960. 

Gustav and Andrea had nine children: Paul, Gunn
laug, Karolin, Esther, Lillian, Alice, Ethel, Krisbjorg and 
Laufey. 

Andrea died on July 7, 1973, and Gustav on Dec. 15, 
1974. 

Paul Ingolfur was born on Oct. 15, 1917, at Baldur. In 
1944, he married Ecil Joy Wiliamson of England, at St. 
Mary's Parish Church, Merton, England. Paul was in the 
services in England when he met Ecil. They reside in 
Bayford, Hertfordshire. They have four sons: Alexander 



Paul, Charles Ingolfur, John Stephen, and William 
Hamish. 

Gunnlaug Jonina (Lauga) was born on March 2, 1919. 
She attended Mimir School and Baldur High School. She 
worked as domestic help for a few years. In 1940, she 
married Bruce Dowd. They rented a farm from Clarence 
Wallis at Glenboro, until 1949, when they moved to 
Wawanesa and rented a farm there until 1956. They 
bought a service station in Minto, Man., and Lauga 
looked after the restaurant. In 1969, they moved to 
Cranbrook, B.C., where Bruce worked for C.P.R. and 
Lauga worked in various restaurants. Bruce and Lauga 
had seven children: Marie, died at birth, Elain, Jo-anne, 
Claire, Leslie, Randy, and Diane. 

Karolin Valgerdur (Lena) was born on Jan. 2, 1921. 
She attended school at Mimir, then worked as domestic 
help for several years. She married Sidney Howe of 
Elgin, Man. They farmed in the Elgin district, until 
retiring to Souris in 1974. They had seven children: 
Beverly, Donald, Allan, Kenneth, Lorie, Darlene and 
Gary. Sidney died in 1979. 

Esther Elizabeth was born on Sept. 6, 1922. She 
received her education at Mimir School, then worked in 
different places for three years. She married Wilson 
Dowd of Cypress River, on May 30, 1943. They had four 
children: Wilson Wayne, Andres Emerson, Myrna Laurie 
and William Gene. 

Lillian Sophia was born on Aug. 5, 1924. She received 
her education at Mimir and Baldur schools. She worked 
in several places, until she married Robert Duncan of 
Glenboro, on June 20, 1946. Robert worked for Gordon 
Nairn in the Patricia district, near Glenboro, until 
purchasing a farm at Hilton. They had seven children: 
Robert Glen, Arlene Isabel, Clifford Young, Verne 
Edward, Iris Doreen, Kerry Lynn and Lois Marie. 

Alice Thorfinna was born on March 21, 1926. She was 
educated at Mimir School and Glenboro High School. 
On March 21, 1946, Alice married James Robert Harley 
in Winnipeg, Man. They reside in Eriksdale. They had 
five children: Andrea Lorraine, Robert Lorne, Valerie 
Ellen, Evelyn Faye and Adele Hannah. 

Ethel Haldora was born on Oct. 30, 1927. She was 
educated at Mimir School, Ninette and Baldur high 
schools. She has resided in Winnipeg since 1947, and 
during the early years of her career, worked in the field of 
accounting. On Aug. 27, 1955, she married Edward 
Charles Banks of Winnipeg, Man., in Baldur. They had 
two children: Linda Anne and Janice Elizabeth. 

Krisbjorg Helga was born on April 1, 1929. She 
married George Malcom Gordon in Banff, Alta., in 
1957. They resided in Leduc, Alta., from 1958-1967, 
when they moved to High Prairie to farm until 1979. 
They now live on a small acreage near Reaboro, Ont. 
They had four daughters: Sharon Anne, Irene Gaye, 
Barbara Jean and Louise Fern. 

Laufey Gudrun was the youngest of the nine children 
of Gustav and Andrea. She received her education at 
Mimir, Elgin and Winnipeg. She worked for Great West 
Life and as a receptionist for a dentist in Winnipeg. In 
1954, she married Eric Gross of Hilton, Man., where they 
have farmed since. They had three boys: Marvin Eric, 
Kevin Lyall and Lawrence Paul. 

COURAGEOUS TRAVELLERS 
BJORN AND SIGURBORG MAGNUSON 

FAMILY 
JONAS AND SIGURVEIG BJORNSON 

FAMILY 

Volcanic eruptions in Iceland were the reason that 
Bjorn Magnuson took his family from Vopnafjord, 
Iceland, in 1894, to Canada to seek a new home. The 
family consisted of wife, Sigurborg J onsdottir; daughter, 
Gudlaug, and three sons, Magnus and wife, Runolfer 
(Runi), and Jonas, and a granddaughter Runa. Magnus 
lost his wife on the long and arduous journey and was left 
with a little daughter to care for. Gudlaug stayed in the 
Interlake area where she married Valdimar Krisjanson 
and raised a family of seven children. 

Bjorn Magnuson and Sigurborg and their three sons 
travelled to the Baldur area where they worked hard for 
the farmers who were already there, until they could buy 
the farm known as Grundahol from Christ jan Arnason. 

Sigurborg died in 1904, and is buried at Grund 
Cemetery. 

Bjorn Magnuson worked with his son Jonas on 
Grundahol. He became blind; the cause was believed to 
be from feeding the threshing machine by hand and 
cutting the cord around the sheaves as they entered the 
machine. Working at this close range, the grain kernels 
hit his eyes. He moved to Betel in Gimli, in 1915, at age 
77, where he lived until his death in 1928, at age 90. He is 
buried in Gimli Cemetery. 

Magnus married Gudney Johnson and they had a 
family of six. Unfortunately illness took Magnus at an 
early age and Gudney and family of six daughters and 
one son worked together to make a home in Winnipeg. 
She would have been proud to see her son Oscar become 
a member of the Manitoba Legislature. 

Runi and his wife, Sigridar had one son Jon who died 
in 1902, when just over one year old and is buried in 
Grund Cemetery. Runi and Sigridar left to make a home 
in the White Rock area of British Columbia, going by 
covered wagon; driving their animals with them over that 
great distance. They had six more children and lived to 
enjoy their 65th wedding anniversary. 

In the Icelandic tradition, Jonas took his father's first 
name as his surname, Bjornson. 

Jonas married Sigurveig Anderson; she had come from 
Myvatn, Iceland, to Canada with Sigurjon and Helga 
Christopherson. They were her foster parents, Sigurjon 
was her uncle. 

Jonas and Sigurveig worked hard on the farm and 
raised a family of four sons and three daughters: Leo, 
Otto, Rurik, Cary, Christine, Sigurjon (Siggie) and 
Sigurborg (Bertha). They attended Hola and Antonius 
Schools. 

Sigurveig died at age 55 in 1934 of a heart attack. It 
was a great blow to the family when they lost their wife 
and mother. 

Jonas worked the farm until in 1938, the economy 
made it necessary to leave the farm, Grundahol, and go 
to Winnipeg. He made his way at age 60 to Gimli, and 
after other jobs secured the job of caretaker for Betel 
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Home. He worked faithfully there for 18 years and 
continued to live there until his death at age 86, in 1964. 
He loved to read the Icelandic language and provided 
many happy hours reading aloud over the loud speaker 
system for the Icelandic people who resided at Betel. 
Jonas was buried at Grund. Jonas married Olaf Bjar
nason while living at Betel, she predeceased him. 

Leo had a great interest in electricity and now lives on 
Vancouver Island. 

Otto worked in Winnipeg and married Eileen Jenkins. 
They had three daughters, Lois; Delores and Judy and 
one son, Ronny. Otto died at 62 in 1968, of a heart at
tack. 

Rurik worked on Grundahol with Jonas and then 
rented his own farm. He married Beryl Todd and they 
lived in the Baldur area, farming for three years, before 
moving to Winnipeg where Rurik held various jobs 
before working for the Brewery industry for 30 years. 
They had a son Gerald and daughter Linda. Gerald was 
born while they lived at Baldur and graduated as a 
chartered accountant. He married Bernadette La Croix 
and they have one daughter, Solveig. They now live in 
Montreal. Linda married Alan Cornell. They have two 
sons, Reid and Tyan, and live in Edmonton, Alta. 

Cary worked in Winnipeg and married William Hogg. 
They have three sons: Gary, Darryl, and Richard. In 
1945, Cary and Bill and three sons moved to British 
Columbia, and now reside in the White Rock area. 

Christine married Joe Bjarnason and lives in Win
nipeg. They have a daughter Arlene and son Blair. 

Siggie served with the Army Service Corp of the 
Canadian Army, going overseas in 1939. He married 
Edith Simpson. Siggie died at age 56 in 1975 after a long 
struggle with heart disease. 

Bertha worked in Winnipeg and married Al de 
Keruzec, moving to Vancouver, B.C. They have a son, 
Denis, and a daughter, Diane. 

GEORGE AND CHRISTINA BLACK 
FAMILY 

George and Christena. 

In the fall of 1945, Christina, daughter of Archie and 
Hannah McQuarrie, and her husband, George Black of 
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Elkhorn, and their nine month old son, Barry, ca~e to 
the McQuarrie home farm. A daughter, Darlene, was 
born to them in 1946. 

George Black continued the McQuarrie tradition of 
threshing in the community, as he bought one of the first 
combines in the district he did custom combining every 
fall for several years until farmers gradually bought their 
own combines. 

As his father was a steam thresherman, George was 
interested in buying old steamers, much to the 
amusement of his neighbours. At one time he had three in 
his yard, a 75 Case, a 65 Case and a George White. Each 
fall he enjoyed putting on a one-day threshing demon
stration with one of the steamers on the separator. As 
many as 200 people, young and old, would come to enjoy 
the day. He still treasures his 75 Case which he has on his 
lot in Pilot Mound. 

Christina became a charter member of the Dry River 
W.I., and later became district president and finally 
provincial president in 1961. From her association with 
the W.I., she travelled across Canada to conventions and 
to world conferences in Australia, Ireland and Norway. 
During each trip, she visited many adjoining countries. In 
1966, as teachers were at a minimum, she was pressed 
into taking up teaching again at Londesboro School. 
When Londesboro was forced to close, she taught at 
Glenora. In 1972, she visited Russia with a teacher's 
group. 

George and Christina sold the farm in 1973, to Donald 
Desrochers and left the farm which had been in the 
McQuarrie Family for 92 years. They now reside in Pilot 
Mound. 

Their son, Barry, tried different occupations, but 
finally took up farming in the Belmont area. In 1972, he 
married Marilyn Wanless, a registered nurse, who nursed 
at Brandon and Baldur Hospitals until her death on Sept. 
4, 1978, at the age of 27 years. 

Their daughter Darlene married Bryan Bowden of 
Snowflake in 1966, and they reside in Winnipeg. Bryan is 
technical manager of Chemagro Limited's Western 
Region. They have two children, a daughter Marney, and 
a son, Trevor. 

JOSEPH BOLACK FAMILY 

Joseph Bolack was born in Quebec on July 16, 1840. 
He left there as a small boy, went to the southern States, 
remained there until after the Civil War, in which he 
fought. He became Sergeant Bolack, was wounded and 
invalided home and received a pension. Just before peace 
was declared he married Martha Medora Hall and moved 
to Ohio, then to Illinois. He later homesteaded in Dakota 
Territory. 

The family came to St. Leon in 1888; then they moved 
to Pilot Mound where Joseph ran the engine of the Pilot 
Mound Mill for a number of years. They came to Baldur 
in 1893, with Mr. Band and Mr. McDonell to farm. 
Their daughters obtained some of their schooling at Huff 
School. The family moved into town and lived where R. 
Slater is now living. Martha died on March 7, 1915. He 
later married Mrs. Cramer. 



Joe and Martha had 10 children: 
William died in Montana. 
Eva married Mr. Mutton. They lived at Miami. 
Emma married Mr. Ott and they lived at Miami, later 

moving to Ontario. 
Anna married Mr. Schink and they lived at Swan Lake. 
Maud married Robert Humphries. 
Cora married Bill Tindal. They spent their life in this 

district. 
Caroline married George S. Woods. They lived in the 

Baldur area before going to Killarney district. 
Bonnie (Bea) was born in Baldur on July 16, 1894. She 

married George Phiel. Some of their family were born in 
the Glenora district, later moving to Petoskey, Michigan. 

Joseph was born in 1895. He died when he was eight 
years old. 

John Cyrus was married July 26, 1904 to Edith Ellen 
Evelyn Cooper (daughter of Henry Nelson and Mary 
Elizabeth Cooper). Their children were born on different 
farms in the Neelin area. Elizabeth Edith was born 
December, 1905 at Roseberry; Harold Cyrus was born 
March 16, 1908 on NE 30-3-14; Wilbert Nelson was born 
April 2, 1910 on SW 9-3-14; Orville Clayton was born 
July, 1912 on NE 27-3-14; William George was born Jan. 
28, 19160n SW 14-3-15. 

In 1923, Edith and her son Harold decided to rent her 
late father's farm, NE 32-3-14. The rest of the family 
came in 1924. They bought her father's estate in May, 
1926. In 1930 they bought SE 5-4-14. Edith died 
February, 1944. The family remained on the farm. 
Wilbert and William joined the army. 

Orville married Alice Dalzell on Oct. 10, 1946. They 
built a house on the site of the old Cooper house. They 
lived there until the fall of 1949 when they moved to NE 
25-3-15 after building a house which later burned in May, 
1951. Orville took a barbering course and went to 
Belmont. Later they moved to Carberry. Orville and 
Alice had three children. Robert was born Aug. 17, 1946, 
in Baldur and now lives in Calgary. Donald was born 
March 19, 1948, in Baldur, and now lives in Portage la 
Prairie. Brian was born June 29, 1958 at Belmont, and 
lives at Carberry. 

Harold married Gudfinna E. Bjarnason on Sunday, 
July 17, 1949. They bought the family estate in the fall of 
1949, and lived on the farm until July, 1976. They sold 
the farm to their daughter Edith and son-in-law Norman 
George Desrochers. Edith and Norman still live on the 
farm, thus the farm has been in the Cooper-Bolack 
family for 100 years. Harold and Finna had eight 
children. Lois Arlene was born Sept. 8, 1950. She 
married Valere DeRuyck. They have one daughter, 
Christine Marie. Edith Evelyn was born Nov. 6, 1951. 
She married Norman Desrochers. They have four 
children; Correena, Clayton, Monica and Jeffrey. Karl 
Cyrus was born Oct. 15, 1952. He married Delores Black. 
They have two children; Shawn and Jennifer. Carol Faye 
was born Feb. 2, 1954. She married Ronald Schneider. 
They have one daughter, Dora. Kimberly Ann was born 
Nov. 11, 1955. She married Dennis Gagnon. They have 
one daughter, Shannon. Nancy Sylvia was born Oct. 12, 
1957. She married Jacob (Jake) Penner. They have two 
children; Dale and Michelle. Sigrid Liljan was born April 

26, 1962. Amelia Margaret was born Jan. 17, 1964. 
William married Frances B. Sexsmith, July 26, 1949. 
Wilbert Nelson was in the army. When he returned he 

bought S 17-4-14 and worked for Lawrence McMillan. 
He remained with them after selling the farm to his 
brother William. Later he moved to Cartwright. He 
married Olive White, Sept. 18, 1980, and moved to Port 
Moody, B.C. They are now building a new house in 
Baldur. 

BILL AND FRANCES BOLACK 
FAMILY 

William (Bill) Bolack was born in 1916, on the SW 14-
3-15, the youngest child of Mr. and Mrs. John Bolack. 

He joined the R.C.S.C. 5th Armoured Division in 
1942, and served overseas from October, 1942 until 
January, 1946, in WWII. 

In 1949, he married Frances Sexsmith of Baldur and 
was a farmer until 1956, when he started working for the 
Manitoba Telephone System. In 1978, he retired after 22 
years of service. 

Bill has been driving the Rural Route I mail since May 
of 1981. 

Bill and Frances have three children. 
Jack married Claudia Crays ton of Glenora. 
Mary lives in Brandon, Man. 
Wayne married Barbara Wylie. 
They also have four grandchildren, Rob, Todd, 

Rodney and David and two step-granddaughters, Tracey 
and Kathy. 

HARRY AND ROSE BOLTON FAMILY 

R.H. (Harry) Bolton came to Canada from County 
Wicklow, Ireland, settling first in Cartwright. There, in 
1906, he married Rose, youngest daughter of W.P. 
Duncalfe of Cartwright. Rose was born in Gnosall, 
Staffordshire, England. George Way had married 
Florence Duncalfe, Rose's elder sister. Mr. Way had 
come west from Mitchell, Ont., travelling by ox cart from 
Emerson. Together Messrs. Bolton and Way owned and 
operated the first general store in Neelin, from 1906 to 
1920. The post office was located in the store from 1910. 
After the store was sold to A. Embury in 1920, Harry 
continued as postmaster until his retirement in 1946. He 
was also Imperial Oil Agentfor many years. 

In 1948, Harry and Rose retired to Winnipeg. 
There were four children in the Bolton family; Robert 

(Barney), William (Bill), Leonora and Ida. 
Barney and Bill both entered the teaching profession, 

Leonora, the nursing profession and Ida helped in the 
post office, both in Neelin and in Winnipeg. 

Barney married Esther Aitken in 1929. They have two 
sons, Lyall and Denis. 

Bill married Lottie Aitken in 1938. They have a son 
Alan and a daughter Margaret. 

Ida married Frank Newton in 1946. They have three 
children; Ross, Janice and Joann. 
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JOHN AND MAMIE BOTTRELL FAMILY 

Back Row: Greg, Jack, John, and Clayton. Front Row: Fern, Grace, 
Mamie and Jean. 

The John Bottrell family came to Baldur from 
Rosebank, Man. in March, 1951. John was a C.N.R. 
section foreman and came to Baldur to succeed Mr. R. 
Holder who had recently retired. The section house at 
that time was made from two box cars, with an extra 
room built on one end. However, John was a good 
carpenter and fixed it up with many 'built in' cupboards. 
He also loved fishing at Pelican and Rock Lakes. 

The Bottrell family consisted of wife Mamie, 
daughters, Grace and Fern, and son Clayton (Pink). Two 
older children, Jean and Jack, had left home at that time 
to be on their own. 

Grace enjoyed working at the bank with Ranka 
Johnson and Doreen McLaren with Mr. P. Starr as 
manager at that time. 

Fern attended Baldur High School and enjoyed all the 
sporting activities, as well as the young people's 
organizations in the United Church, where Rev. E.P. 
Johnston was minister. 

Clayton liked school, enjoyed his teachers, also Cubs, 
Scouts and Sunday School. 

One ordeal the family remembers in the cold winter 
month of February, 1954, was, the time they were asked 
by the C.N. Company to vacate their house, as they were 
about to install a new one for them. (It was two months 
before they could move to the new house.) They still 
wonder how they could have ever managed without the 
help of kind friends and neighbours, the late Mrs. 
Magnusson and the John Davidsons. 

In 1953 Fern graduated from grade XII and moved to 
Winnipeg to attend teacher's college. In October, 1954, 
Grace was married to Jim Grant in the United Church 
with the Rev. Murray Lake officiating. Early in 1955, due 
to poor health, John had to leave Baldur and go where 
the work was easier, at Rosebank, Man. 

In November, 1959, the Bottrells had one more son, 
Gregory Lee. In 1965, John was forced to take an early 
retirement from the C.N.R. and moved to the city where 
he worked at a community centre for 15 years. On March 
25, 1981, John passed away, leaving his wife Mamie, 3 
sons, 3 daughters and 13 grandchildren. 
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ALPHONSE AND MABEL BOULET 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Wes, Alphonse, Melody. Front Row: Leo, Carmen, Mabel, 
Cliff· 

In July, 1956, Alphonse and Mabel and four of their 
children; Leo, born Oct. 15, 1944; Wes, born May 30, 
1947; Melody, born April 15, 1950, and Cliff, born July 
16, 1954, moved to Glenora from Pilot Mound. 

Alphonse operated a garage there until April, 1962. 
After he closed the garage, he was hired by Raymond 
Ramage of Baldur to work as a mechanic in his John 
Deere Garage. 

Carmen Anne was born on Dec. 6, 1964. 
The children attended school at Glenora and Baldur. 

While attending Baldur High, Leo brought home the 
trophy and all the honours from the Track and Field Meet. 
He was named 'Top Male Athlete' of the year 1963 for 
the Tiger Hills School Division. He also set a record
breaking high jump of five feet, four inches. He won the 
triple jump and gained seconds in the 100 and 200 yard 
dashes. Then, in the year 1964, his brother Wes captured 
the highest individual award and was named 'Top Male 
Athlete' at the Tiger Hills School Division Track and 
Field Meet. He received the trophy and a crest for his 
achievement. 

Leo is working for Manitoba Hydro. He married Jean 
Moroz of Oak Bluff. They have one son, Trevor. 

'0 Wes works for the C.P.R. as an electrician. He married 
Janet Thorne from Norman's Cove, Nfld. They have a 
son, Jason, and two daughters, Michele and Nicole. 

When Melody was in grade IX, she received a cer
tificate award for the highest average of the Tiger Hills 
School Division. Prior to this she had won many awards 
while attending Glenora School. Melody worked in the 
Royal Bank at Baldur under the management of Paul 
August. She married a former schoolmate, Rene Mar
tens. They live on a farm five miles south of Baldur. They 
have two children, Tammy and Patrick, who go to school 
at Baldur. 

Cliff is a mechanic. He married Marge Budniak of 
Meleb, Man. They have two sons, Jimmy and Greg. 

The three boys all live in Winnipeg. 
Carmen is attending high school at Baldur. 
In November, 1979, Alphonse passed away. He had 

been a mechanic for 40 years. The last 17 years he worked 
for R. Ramage's John Deere Garage. 

Mabel and Carmen live at Glenora. 



ALPHONSE AND CORDELIA BOULET 
FAMILY 

Alphonse Boulet was born in the province of Quebec 
on Aug. 3, 1883, and came to Manitoba as a child with 
his parents. He lived with his parents in Dunrea, until he 
married Cordelia Morin of Mariapolis, in 1907. They 
moved to a farm near Cypress River; 13 years later they 
moved to Dry River and settled on 22-4-12, which they 
bought from Wm. Davis. 

When they came to Dry River, there were four 
children: namely Rose, MarieAnne, Leo and Gerard. In 
that year, Gerard was drowned in a trough by a hired 
man while Mr. Boulet was harvesting the crop in Cypress 
River. 

The children born in Dry River were: Blanche, Aurlie, 
Aime, Ovilia, Wilfred, Therese and Juliette. There were 
seven more children born, but they died in infancy. 

Alphonse farmed there until 1953. He also rented land 
from Mr. Octave Gaboury for a long time. Wilfred 
Boulet has the land now and also the homestead. He also 
rented land from Mary Richardson, which was later sold 
to Albert Capon and then purchased by Wilfred Boulet. 

All the children went to the Dry River School. 
Alphonse was a long time trustee there. 

Alphonse and Cordelia retired in 1953 to Mariapolis. 
In 1967 they celebrated their 60th anniversary. In 1971 
they moved to Somerset Manor. In 1974, Cordelia died at 
the age of 86, and Alphonse passed away in 1978, at the 
age of 95. They raised a big family and worked hard in all 
those years. Life was not as easy as it is today. However, 
they managed to live a long and healthy life. 

LEO AND MARGARET BOULET FAMILY 

In 1941, Margaret Jean Wood of Teulon, Man., 
married Leo Boulet of Mariapolis. After finishing her 
high school education in Teulon, Margaret was employed 
in Eaton's Printing Plant, in Winnipeg. 

Leo, the son of Alphonse and Cordelia (Morin) Boulet 
had worked in the gold mines at Berens River before 
coming to Winnipeg where he worked at the Western 
Steel Company. 

Patricia Jean, their oldest daughter, was born in 1943, 
in Winnipeg. 

In 1946, the family came to Baldur and purchased the 
farm where they still live, N 14-4-14. 

Their second daughter, Maureen, was born in Argyle 
in 1948. 

Since moving to "Valley View Farm", the Boulets 
have built a house, two hog barns, a garage, a tool shed, 
a machine shed and have several steel bins. Only one old 
bin remains of the original buildings. They have planted 
several rows of trees in the fields and in the yard for 
shelter and windbreak. The past few years they have not 
kept any stock and are grain farming only. 

In 1961, Patricia married Tony De Kezel. They have 
three children and live in Argyle. 

In 1968, Maureen married Jerry Mestdagh of Holland, 
Man. They live in Carberry and have two daughters. 

FRED AND BETTY BOWLES FAMILY 

Fred and Betty Bowles moved from Starbuck in July, 
1966 down into the valley to become residents of Neelin, 
where Fred was manager of Manitoba Pool Elevator. It 
was quite a change for them to move into a valley after 
living on the prairies at Rathwell and Starbuck. Betty got 
such a surprise when they went for a drive in the evening 
shortly after moving there. It was twilight in the valley 
and bright sunlight up top. 

They enjoyed the wildlife, especially the many deer 
they fed. The one spring the tulips came up so nicely and 
were nipped off. They immediately blamed the deer, but 
soon discovered it was the neighbour'S sheep. Their 
rabbits also treated the carrots in similar fashion. 

Fred and Betty'S son, Harvey, his wife Beryl and their 
family, Janice and Bradley live on a farm at Fork River. 

Younger son Delbert was killed in a car accident on 
April 8, 1967. The kindness and support shown to 
newcomers by the people of Neelin will never be 
forgotten. 

They saw a lot of changes during their 13 years in 
Neelin. The school, store and then the post office all 
closed. Last of all the elevator closed, which terminated 
their life in Neelin. 

On April 16, 1979, with the help of friends, they moved 
to Rathwell where they have retired. 

TED AND MAY BRAMWELL F AMIL Y 

Back Row: Bernice, May, Ted, and Myrna. Front Row: 
Linda and Allan. 

Ted Bramwell was born at Cartwright, Man., the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bramwell. 

In 1933, he married May Cooper, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Cooper of Neelin. They spent the early 
years of their married life on 16-3-14 in Roblin 
Municipality. In 1941, they moved to 33-3-14 in Argyle 
Municipality, this being the farm of May's parents. They 
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farmed here until ill health forced Ted to retire and their 
son Allan took over the farm. In 1976, they moved to the 
Argyle Lodge in Baldur. In 1980, May passed away. Ted 
was a resident of Baldur Manor. Although confined to a 
wheelchair, Ted took a keen interest in family, com
munity and world affairs until his sudden passing in 
September, 1981. 

Ted and May had four children: Bernice, Myrna, 
Linda and Allan. 

Bernice received her education at Connaught and 
Neelin. She married Austin Hiscock of Baldur in 1954. 
They have two children, Joyce and Garry. 

Myrna received her education at Connaught and 
Neelin. She worked for the Royal Bank for several years. 
In 1958 she married George B. Thomson of Neelin. They 
had three sons: Daryl, Graeme and Curtis. They farm 
near Pleasant Valley. 

Linda received her education at Connaught and 
Baldur. She worked for Eaton's Mail Order. She married 
Don Overton of Winnipeg in 1966. They had three sons: 
Shawn, Scott and Mark. Don worked for Standard Dairy 
until his death in 1980. Linda now works for the S1. Vital 
School Division. 

Allan received his education at Connaught and Baldur. 
He worked for the Royal Bank for several years, then he 
decided to go farming. He is a bachelor and lives on the 
family farm. 

WHERE THERE'S A BRAY -
THERE'S A WAY 

WILLIAM AND ETHEL BRAY FAMILY 

Two oj Baldur's long-time residents, Ethel and Bill Bray with great
granddaughter Hannah Richards. 

William Henry (Bill) Bray was born in 1886, near the 
village of Norton, Shropshire, England. He was the 
eldest of eight children, who were brought up on a small 
farm. He attended Norton School, a very beautiful 
building, which is still used as a school today. The stocks 
and the whipping posts used for punishment of adult 
criminals, are to be seen on the village green, just outside 
the school. Bill attended school until he was 13 years of 
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age, and then being the eldest of the family, it was 
necessary for him to leave formal education to be an 
apprentice to a butcher. The work was hard and long, but 
the training was thorough and the skills he learned at 
such an early age remained with him for the rest of his 
days. Life as an apprentice was lightened by friendships 
made with other boys his own age, plus large supplies of 
food sent by his mother, which he shared with less 
fortunate boys. It was when he was making his rounds 
delivering meat, that he met Ethel Jane Gogarty, who 
was born in 1890, in the village of Madley, Shropshire. 
She was the eldest of nine children, which meant that she, 
too, left school in her early teens, and went to work. 

The meeting of Ethel an~ Bill was surely one of the 
opposites. He was very aggressive and forceful of 
character, quick tempered, but kind hearted under a 
tough exterior. Ethel, on the other hand, was very small 
of stature, quiet, shy, even-tempered and able to summon 
up great patience and endurance in the face of ad
versities. How this timid little English girl who had never 
been far from her home, could have been persuaded to 
wait for Bill, while he went off to invade Canada, and 
then, having settled things to his satisfaction sent for her 
to come all the way to Winnipeg, Man. will never be 
known. When asked how she summoned up the courage 
to make the long overseas, overland journey, she just said 
that another couple was coming to Canada and they kept 
her company. She never doubted that Bill would be there 
to meet her in Winnipeg, and of course he was. They were 
married June 3, 1913, in Christ's Church in Winnipeg, 
with Mr. and Mrs. J.E. Poole of Glenboro, standing up 
with them. 

Previous to this, Bill had worked in various places; 
Lumsden, Sask., Portage la Prairie, Winnipeg, always as 
a butcher, but for someone else. Being the kind of person 
he was, he couldn't be contented to do this. He had left 
England so he could be his own boss, so with this in 
mind, he bought the butcher shop from Howard Brown 
in Baldur. In June, 1913, they moved to Baldur, where 
they took up residence in the cottage which used to be on 
the site of the present George Hanna home. The butcher 
shop was located on Second Street, next to the old 
Gazette Office. A new Municipal office is being built 
there now. For some years he was in partnership with Mr. 
George Bath. He and his wife were Kathleen's god
parents, and although Mr. and Mrs. Bath moved to 
British Columbia, they remained friends with Bill and 
Ethel all their lives. Kathleen was born June, 1917, in a 
house on the same street as the cottage where she 
remembers the Lodge Family living for many years. 
Kathleen was christened in S1. Mark's Anglican Church 
by the Rev. Pierce-Jones. 

Ethel and Bill were faithful members and supporters of 
S1. Mark's. They were part of a small group, who were 
instrumental in re-opening the church which had been 
closed. Bill served as People's Warden and Minister's 
Warden for many years. Ethel was always an active 
member of the W.A. and their house was a second home 
to all ministers and students who served the church. 
Many of them unburdened their troubles to Ethel who 
would listen with sympathy, and plenty of good food. 

Bill told of the time when the butcher shop burned 



down. He ran all the way from the Lodge house and 
tried, with the help of others, to save some part of the 
building. They succeeded in saving the back addition 
where he had a dressed pig, hanging ready for the next 
day's business, and indeed the next morning, he was out 
on the street with a table for a butcher's block, selling 
meat. With no insurance and little money, this was a 
devastating blow, but somehow, he managed to carryon. 

In 1921, he sold the butcher shop to Joe Lyons and 
Ethel,Bill and Kathleen went to England to see Ethel's 
mother, who was very ill. Kathleen has only vague 
memories of that trip, where they visited family on both 
sides. On returning to Baldur, they lived in the Anglican 
Rectory, which now belongs to the Breidal boys on Carrie 
Street. It was there Burton was born in October, 1922. 
Bill's father came back from England to live with them 
while at the Rectory. When they moved to the Tom 
Cramer farm just across the tracks, he went with them 
and remained as part of the family until they left the farm 
in 1933, at which time he returned to England. These 
were the depression years, but they do not remember 
being unhappy or deprived. They were sad hard years for 
parents, as even the weather seemed to turn against them. 
However, their home was always open to those who 
needed help, particularly those who were immigrating 
and seeking a new home in Canada. Bill was often in
strumental in finding homes or work for them. 

Burton and Kathleen attended Baldur School for most 
of their education, and took part in all the activities 
offered in the village. Burton left high school to work in 
Ontario. Kathleen went to Winnipeg Normal School for 
one year of teacher training. After three years of teaching 
in rural schools, she went to the village of Teulon, where 
she continued to teach until she retired. In 1946, she 
married Leslie Campbell, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J .A. 
Campbell of Teulon. They resided in Teulon where Leslie 
was in the automotive repair business. 

Ethel and Bill celebrated their 50th wedding an
niversary in June, 1963. Mr. and Mrs. Poole who had 
been at their wedding were able to attend the open house 
held in the Bray home. In 1973, they received visitors on 
their 60th anniversary but it was a sad occasion, as it was 
on the day that Kathleen's husband, Leslie, passed away. 

Ethel spent the last years of her life in a wheelchair, 
but, in spite of pain and illness, kept up her cheerful 
attitude and the household chores. 

During his years at Baldur, Bill always led a busy life. 
He was notorious for being up and on the road early, 
rousing farmers from their beds to grope their way out to 
the barn or pasture. Bill and Kathleen used to drive with 
horse and buggy to various farms. Later Burton ac
companied Kathleen and Bill in the car. He knew every 
farmer and where they lived in the Baldur area and 
neighbouring district. All through the years Bill worked as 
an auctioneer, cattle buyer, and tended to sick animals to 
the best of his ability. During the epidemic of encephalitis 
(sleeping sickness) he drove from farm to farm, day and 
night, trying to save afflicted horses. For many years Bill 
ran a beef ring and went all over the country butchering 
pigs and cattle for the farmers. Many of his life-long 
friends were the Icelanders with whom he worked, 
learning the language to some extent, even singing in 

Icelandic in the Lutheran Church Choir. 
As a family, they attended St. Mark's Anglican Church 

at Baldur, but Burton and Kathleen attended the United 
Church Sunday School. As a child Kathleen thought that 
Mr. Sid Stanford was Santa Claus until he was replaced 
by Mr. Lou Schultz, whereupon she had to adjust her 
thinking. For many years, until a year or two before his 
death, Bill sang in the United Church Choir. He was very 
active politically, his policy being that the man was more 
important than the party he represented. He kept his 
finger on the pulse of the community and many problems 
were solved by decisions made in two famous spots, Ivan 
Schultz's and Tom Johnson's offices. 

When Bill retired from active work, he helped Ethel in 
the house and spent hours outdoors in his garden. His 
close friend, Mr. Sid Stanford, and he were rivals when it 
came to producing the finest flowers and vegetables. For 
the last 40 years, Bill and Ethel lived in the house 
previously occupied by Dr. Arnold, which they bought 
from him when he left Baldur. Here he planted hedges, 
spruce and fruit trees. Burton bought the adjoining lot 
where he built a home. 

After a lengthy illness, Ethel died in 1974. Bill lived for 
four more years but never recovered from the loss of his 
beloved wife. He continued to live in his home ac
companied by his dog Blue to whom he was greatly at
tached. He kept a flock of sheep in partnership with his 
good friend Joe Christopherson. Although Bill and Ethel 
outlived most of their contemporaries, many sons and 
daughters of their old friends kept in touch with frequent 
visits and letters. 

Ethel and Bill lie in the quiet beauty of the Baldur 
Cemetery between their friends Mr. and Mrs. R. Holder 
and Mr. and Mrs. S. Stanford. Thoughts of the little plot 
of ground where they lie, bring to mind the lines of the 
poet: 

"There's some corner of a foreign field 
That is forever England." 

BURTON AND RACHEL BRAY CLAN 

Hannah, Dennis, Wendy, Rachael, Burton, Julie, Linda. 
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Burton was born and raised in Baldur. He has been a 
member of the Anglican Church all his life. He took all 
his schooling at the old school which was on the west side 
of Baldur. He worked with his dad most of the time, 
shipping cattle first by train and later, on the trucks. In 
1941, he went to Peterborough to work. 

In 1942, he joined the army for WWII, and was 
stationed at Portage la Prairie and Red Deer, Alta. He 
served overseas in England and on the continent, 
returning in February, 1946. He helped his father again, 
and in 1949, they purchased the transfer from Otto 
Skardal and worked at it for 28 years. 

In 1952, he married Rachel Catteeuw. She had also 
been in the service, taking her training at Vermillion, 
Alta. and had been stationed at Suffield, Alta. gas station 
for two years. Then she went overseas to England and the 
continent, in Belgium for nine months and then into 
Germany for the 'army of occupational forces', returning 
home in May of 1946. She attended the government 
school of hairdressing, and upon completion, set up a 
shop in Baldur in 1947, and operated it until their 
marriage in 1952. 

They have three daughters. 
Wendy is married and living in Brandon where she 

refinishes furniture. Her husband Dennis Richards is a 
printer at Murray Printing. They have one daughter, 
Hannah. 

Linda, their second oldest, operates a computer for 
Canadian News in Winnipeg. 

Julie-Anne, their youngest, is an L.P.N. and works at 
St. Amant, a centre for ·mentally and physically han
dicapped children. She married Barry Desrochers in 
August of 1980, and he works at Western Grocers in 
Winnipeg. 

All three girls are Anglican and obtained their 
schooling in Baldur. Julie also took two years of nurse's 
training at Assiniboine Community College in Brandon. 

Burton sold the transfer in 1977, and is now the Baldur 
Branch Manager of the Mariapolis Co-op. Rachel took a 
registered nurse's aide course through Red River 
Community College and presently works at the Baldur 
Hospital. The family project for 1981 is to remove the 
former W.H. Bray residence. 

FRANK AND IDA BREAULT FAMILY 

On Wednesday, March 28, 1891, the marriage took 
place of Frank Breault, Baldur County of Rock Lake, 
and Ida Jane Preston, of Northumberland County, Ont., 
at Milford, Man., County of Norfolk. The minister was 
Rev. A. McD. Haig. They lived at Neelin on 36-3-15 for 
two years. Then they moved to Greenway, 14-5-13. They 
lived in a log house. This land was rented from Mr. 
McKillop in 1893-1895. They lived at 2-5-14 until 1897. 
Then they moved to S 4-5-13. This land was homesteaded 
by Walter Jackson in 1878, and was bought by Frank 
Breault from Jacksons in 1897. W.J. Parr and Mary 
Graham Rusell bought N 4 and SE 9, from Irving 
Stratford. Mr. Stratford had homesteaded in 1878. On 
Christmas Day, 1888, the house burned and was 
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Ida and Frank. 

replaced. Nelson Ramage was the carpenter. Frank 
rented this land from then until he died in June, 1927, 
and Orval and Stewart Breault continued to rent. Stewart 
left in 1948, to farm west of Baldur on SW 15-5-14. Orval 
purchased the farm from Mrs. A.F. Shilson in 1950, and 
he also bought SE 9 and N 5 from A.E. Bell. This land 
had been homesteaded by Samuel Bell. 

In 1888, Alfred Wessels, a cousin of the Breaults, who 
was born at W ooler, Ont. came to Manitoba and 
homesteaded 16-4-14. He built a house of oak logs, and a 
shingled roof. This land was sold to Gillies Bros. in 1903. 
Alfred worked for numerous farmers but came back to 
make his home with Breaults in the 1920's, and died there 
on Sept. 28,1947. 

Frank and Ida Breault had six children. 
Edward married Amelia Toris and they lived at 

Dawson Creek, B.C. Eddie was killed in an explosion in 
Dawson Creek. A whole business block was destroyed. 
Fire spread to a building containing explosives. Shat
tering explosion damaged property throughout most of 
the town. They had four children, Gloria, June, Frank 
and Stanley. 

Mabel married Harry Wilde and lived at Richmond, 
Sask., and then retired to Maple Creek. They had nine 
children; Stanley, Charles, Nelson, Douglas, Edna, 
Harold, Vernon, Marie and Joyce. 

Edna married Frank Brown and lived on their farm, 
east of Baldur until retiring to town where they still 
reside. They had two children, Ida and Stewart. 

Stewart married Bertha Cooper and lived on the farm 
west of Baldur before retiring to town. Stewart died Dec. 
25, 1970. Bertha lives in Brandon. Her daughter Zelma 
Levreault, lives in Winnipeg. 

Melvin, the youngest child of Frank and Ida Breault, 
died in 1916, at the age of six years. 

Orval married Anna Harmer and they lived on the 
farm at Greenway until 1972, when they moved to 
Baldur. Orval died Nov. 23, 1976. They had six children, 
Elaine, Patricia, Dewain, Gail, Carol and Joan. They all 
went to school in Greenway and Baldur. 

Elaine, who is a teacher, married Allan Hammond of 
Pilot Mound. They now live in Fredericton, N.B. and 
have four children. Allan is regional school supervisor in 



Orval at left. Right Back Row: Joan and Gail. Middle Row: Elaine and 
Dewain. Front Row: Pat, Anna and Carol. 

Central N.B. Pat married Don Munro. They now live in 
Toronto. Don is a Social Worker and Pat works in a 
Child Care Home. They have two children. Dewain 
married Karen Zeigler of Robsart, Sask. They now live at 
Moose Jaw, Sask. where they farm. They have three 
children. Gail married Elwin Ballantine of Glenora. They 
live in Winnipeg. Elwin is employed by Paul's Hauling. 
They have three girls. Carol married Terry Dartnell and 
they live at The Pas, Man. Carol teaches Business 
Education and Terry works for Keewatin Community 
College in The Pas. They have one son. Joan married 
Const. Allen Hopper, R.C.M.P. and they now reside at 
Hudson Bay, Sask. Joan works for the Credit Union. 

J.E. BREAULT - MERCHANT TAILOR 
(This was the sign over tlie shop door.) 

ED AND HELEN BREAULT FAMILY 

Blanche, Douglas, Doris, Olive, Ted, and Helen. Ed and Helen injront. 

James Edmond Breault (Ed) was born Aug. 20, 1876, 
in Campbellford, Ont.. 

Helen E. Rodgers was born Aug. 27, 1880, in Kirkaldy, 
Scotland. 

Ed learned the tailoring trade in Toronto. He worked 
there and in Brandon, Man., before opening his shop in 
Baldur in 1904. 

Helen immigrated to Ontario as a young woman and 
then to Brandon and Deloraine. She was a tailoress and 
dressmaker. 

Helen and Ed were married in Baldur, April 7, 1905. 
They combined their tailoring efforts and were noted for 
their fine materials and fine craftmanship. Ed also 
"Fired" the threshing machine for Paul Frederickson for 
many years. 

They attended the Baldur Methodist Church where 
Helen sang in the choir for some years. She had a 
beautiful soprano voice. She was active in church ac
tivities when time permitted. They had six children. All 
attended Baldur School and Methodist Church and were 
active in the various concerts and other activities cf the 
town. Ed was known as quite a famous tennis player. 

Ed and Helen retired to Winnipeg and then to Van
couver, B.C. In 1955, they celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary at the home of their son, Douglas. 
Helen was quite ill at that time but was very happy as all 
the children came for the event, and at 'Open House' 
many former Baldur friends came to wish them 'Many 
More'. 

Ed and Helen had six children. 
Kathleen Helen (Helen) was born on Feb. 6, 1906. She 

took nurse's training in Winnipeg, and worked for the T. 
Eaton Co. in later years. She married Robert Hamilton 
(deceased). They moved to Vancouver when he retired as 
a C.P .R. Conductor. They had one son and two grand
sons. Helen lives in Kamloops, B.C. 

Blanche Shields was born on Nov. 23, 1907. She 
married Allen Kille!} (deceased) who retired as captain of 
the Winnipeg Fire Dept. They had two daughters and 
four grandchildren. She now resides in Winnipeg. 

Olive Leona was born on Nov. 10, 1910. She attended 
business college in Winnipeg, then worked in doctors' 
and hospital offices until retirement, in Minnesota and 
Portland, Oregon. She married Elmer Petra, a merchant 
marine officer. They reside in Milwaukie, Oregon. 

Irving Douglas (Doug) was born on Nov. 19, 1913. He 
served in the R.C.A.S.C. during WWII, when he saw 
active duty in England, France, Holland, and Germany. 
He married Lina Blumink in Holland. They have two 
children and six grandchildren. Doug is now retired from 
the Vancouver School District. He and his wife now 
reside in Vancouver. 

Julian Edward (Ted) was born on Oct. 6, 1915. He 
served in WWII in Canada. After moving to Portland, 
Oregon, he worked for 22 years as purchasing agent for a 
hospital. He is now retired and lives in Astoria, Oregon. 

Doris Elizabeth was born on Oct. 24, 1923. She worked 
for the "Baldur Gazette" for three years, then served in 
the R.C.A.F. in Canada during WWII. She worked in 
Winnipeg and Vancouver, before moving to Portland, 
Oregon where she worked as an industrial manager in 
electronics. She married Pat Morrison (deceased) who 
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retired as a foreman at Oregon Steel. She now resides in 
Astoria, Oregon. 

Helen died on June 6, 1958, and Ed on July 29, 1961. 

JON BREIDAL FAMILY 

Jon Breidal at age 18 in 1889. 

Jon Johannesson Breidal was born in 1871 at Flogu in 
Breidal, Iceland. He was the son of Johannes and 
Valgerdur Gunnlaugson. He came to Canada in July of 
the year 1886, with his widowed mother, a brother 
Thorfinnur and his sister Helga. They had to leave their 
sister Kristbjorg (Martin) behind, because of ill health. 
She came to Canada five years later. They travelled by 
ship to Montreal, Que. then took the train to Winnipeg, 
Man. Jon worked at a livery stable the first year in 
Winnipeg. The following year they travelled by train to 
Cypress River, Man. Jon and his mother made their 
home with his Uncle Brynolfur Gunnlaugson, who then 
lived in the Bru district. Jon worked as a farmhand for A. 
Esplin, one of the first settlers in the Bru district. He also 
worked for G. Parry and from him learned to speak and 
read the English language well. He told of breaking a 
quarter section of land with a team of oxen and a hand 
plow for Mr. Walterson. 

In 1905, he bought the SW 8-6-13 from Hallgrimur 
(Grimsey) Josephson. There were 40 acres broken at the 
time. He lived in a caboose while he built the first part of 
the house and a granary. He moved a barn with the help 
of his cousin Marteinn Martin. In 1909, he built a larger 
barn and in later years added to the house. His sister 
Kristbjorg and husband Marteinn lived with him for a 
short time. Jon added the Breidal to his name (the name 
of the place he came from in Iceland) as there were two 
others with the same name and his mail was going to the 
wrong home. 

Jon married Gudbjorg (Bertha) Bardarson (1888-1923) 
in July, 1910, in Winnipeg, Man. Bertha was born in the 
R.M. of Argyle. She was the daughter of Sigmundur and 
Helga Bardarson. They had six children, two died in 
infancy. 

One son, Bertil Valdimar was born in 1911. He at
tended Hola School. He farmed on 6-6-13 until 1950, 
then moved to Baldur where he worked as a mechanic at 
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Back Row: Kris, Skip, Val, Helgi, Bertel, Bonnie. Front Row: Anna, 
Lily, Joe and Murray. 

Frank's Garage and Skardal Motors. He is now retired in 
Baldur. 

The second, Helgi was born in 1914 and attended Hola 
School. He farmed on 6-6-13 until 1950. He worked as a 
labourer on the C.N.R. until he retired in 1964. He 
resides in Baldur. 

Valgerdur, born in 1917, attended Hola School, Baldur 
Elementary and High School. In 1940 she married 
Hallgrimur Erickson of Lundar. They have two children; 
John, married to Donna Masnyk and they have two 
children, Cheryl and Carrie; and Carol, married to 
Norman Johnson, and their two sons Rodney and Ryan. 

Skarpedin (Skip), born in 1919 attended Hola School. 
He served with the R.C.A. Medical Corps until 1946. 
After his discharge he farmed for a short time. He now 
resides in Baldur, does painting and is an avid gardener. 

In January, 1928, Jon married Kristrun Gudmundson, 
born 1903, foster daughter of Krist jan and Malmfridur 
Gudnason. Kristrun was born at Lundar, Man., daughter 
of Howardur and Kristrun Gudmundson. She now 
resides in Baldur. Jon and Kristun had seven children. 

Krist jan (Kris) attended Hola School and is still 
residing on the family farm. Kris replaced the original 
house with a newer dwelling in 1973. 

Gudbjorg (Bonnie) attended Hola School. She married 
Larry Schau and they reside in Winnipeg, Man. They 
have two children, Laura and Kurt. 

Jessie passed away at six months of age. 
John Murray attended Hola School. He farmed north 

of Baldur until 1974 and is now retired and residing in 
Baldur. 

Johannes (Joe) attended Hola School. Joe and Donna 
reside in Edmonton, Alta. They have four children, 
Claude, Carmen, Clayton and Terra. Joe served with the 
P.P.C.L.I. for three years. He is now employed as 
foreman for a construction company. 

Lilja (Lily) attended Hola School. She married Joe 
Koldyk (see Koldyk). 

Anna attended Hola School and Baldur School. She 
married Frank Peterson and they reside in Regina, Sask. 
They have three children, Kathleen, Elizabeth and Bryon. 

Jon and his family were faithful members of Grund 
Lutheran Church. Jon passed away in 1958. 



ALEX AND ESTHER BROWN 
FAMILY 

Esther and Alex. 

Alex Brown, with his brother Sidney, left their home in 
Biblings Lodge, Symonds Yat. in Herefordshire, 
England, on March 16, 1887 and sailed from Liverpool to 
Halifax, Canada, arriving there March 28. 

Coming west by train to Winnipeg, Man., they applied 
at the immigration office near the C.P.R. station for 
employment. Alex received a job at Woodlands, a few 
miles north of Winnipeg and Sidney was sent to Mr. 
Samuel Rowe, Dry River, a few miles southeast of the 
present village of Greenway. After leaving the office, 
Alex figured he would be over 100 miles from his brother 
so he returned to the office and turned in the Woodlands 
job and travelled with Sidney by train to the town of 
Cypress River on April 8, staying overnight at the 
boarding house. Next morning they found there was no 
direct road to Dry River so they had to make their way 
the best they could through the Tiger Hills. Six miles 
south they came to Grange Post Office, kept by Mr. 
James Gardiner. They rested for nearly an hour and 
received a nice lunch from Mrs. Gardiner. They walked 
on, past St. Alphonse Church, to the farm of Mr. Kilgour 
and he directed them to Mr. Samuel Rowe's farm, 
arriving there at about five in the evening. 

Alex stayed for a few days, then hired on with Mr. 
Walter Jackson on S 4-5-13 for one year for $60.00. In 
the fall Walter told Alex he could go for higher wages if 
he wished, so, in 1887, he worked for James Craig for a 
month, plowing and threshing, and on to Mr. P. Strangs, 
S 25-4-14 for the winter. 

Alex worked for Fred Stevens, W 28-4-14, in the spring 
of 1888. Mr. Stevens was teaching Wigton School that 
summer and drove a pony and buckboard daily the seven 
miles to school. Meanwhile, Alex did the farm work, 
driving a pair of four-year old oxen. They were not well 
trained and would sometimes run away. With these oxen, 
he broke 19 acres of stony, scrubby prairie besides 
putting in over 50 acres of grain. 

During the harvest Alex's brother Roger arrived from 

England and went to work for Joseph Stevens, staying 
there for about a year. Mr. Stevens plastered the interior 
of the English Church at Marringhurst, which now stands 
in Glenora. 

After working on the cold prairie Alex decided to get a 
farm in the bush, so in the fall of 1890, he homesteaded S 
4-4-13, one mile north of Glenora. He and his brother 
Roger built a log house there near Christmas in 1890. 

After four years in Manitoba Alex studied at Pilot 
Mound and Manitou Normal School. He taught school at 
Cyrstal River School, 28-2-13, near Mather in 1892. He 
taught at Excelsior School, 26-4-13, in 1893. 

Esther Edwards came from Cardiff, Wales in June, 
1893, with Alex's brother Oliver. Esther worked for Mr. 
and Mrs. Fox, one-half mile north of Glenora until Dec. 
2, 1893. Alex and Esther were members of the Anglican 
Church in England so they were married in the 
Marringhurst English Church, being the first couple to be 
married there, Dec. 2, 1893. 

They made their home on the homestead, where 
Minnie was born Jan. 11, 1895. In February, 1896, they 
returned to England for a visit, renting the farm to Alex's 
brothers, Frank and Oliver, for three years. 

They missed the life they had in Canada, so they stayed 
only 15 months. Hilda was born in England on April 3, 
1897, and they returned to Canada in June. 

On returning they worked for William Cavers at Rock 
Lake, then later for Douglas Cavers, where Bert was born 
on Nov. 15, 1898. Alex worked for George Landerkin, 
SE 9-4-13, for one year, coming to the homestead in the 
fall of 1900. 

Laura was born on the homestead April 15, 1901. 
When she was small they found she was deaf so she went 
to the School for the Deaf in Winnipeg for 10 years to 
learn to read and write. 

In the spring of 1901, Alex and Frank Brown built the 
bridge on the narrows at Fisher Lake. It is still on the 
road used today. 

Esther had studied midwifery and possessed a sound 
practical knowledge of childbirth, including how to stop 
hemorrhage, a condition dreaded by mothers living far 
from doctors. Families were poor and could often not 
afford to pay for a doctor or a nurse even when they were 
available. Often Esther only received $5.00 for her 
services, but she never refused a call. Esther delivered 
more than 100 babies by herself and assisted doctors at 
the birth of 123 more. No pioneer mother under her care 
was lost and the infant mortality rate too was very low. 

Esther did a lot of maternity nursing around the 
district and when the roads were bad the doctor couldn't 
come until the next day so she would be all alone. The 
nearest hospital was Morden. 

Jim was born on the homestead on March 26, 1904. 
Alex sold a lot of wood from the homestead to farmers 

in NortD Dakota. They would come one day, stay 
overnight and return the next day. There were three small 
fields broken and a lot of pasture for sheep and cattle. 

The family moved to 3-4-13 in the fall of 1905, where 
Alex built a small house, building a new house in the 
summer of 1907. Alex bought a new democrat the same 
summer. It had three leather-covered seats. Everyone 
would go to the picnics at Doug Cavers' and Joe Avery's 
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Standing: Bert, Hazel, Russell McDonald, Laura, George McWilliams, 
Hilda, Minnie, Ernie Comber, Freda, Ben, Nell, Ab Macklin. Seated: 
Esther Brown on her ninetielh birthday. 

parks. 
Ben was born on this farm on Aug. 30, 1908, and 

Nellie was born there on Jan. 18, 1912. 
Esther always made a birthday cake for the children. 

They often had roast goose or turkey in the winter time. 
They had parties and dances in their large living room. 

Alex taught Excelsior School for the second time 
during 1920-1921. He taught there for the third time, 
from September until Christmas in 1944. 

Esther and Alex celebrated their 50th wedding an
niversary on the farm with a family gathering on Dec. 2, 
1943. Their 55th wedding anniversary was Dec. 2, 1948, 
with the family and friends in Glen ora. 

Alex passed away in March, 1949. He was 80 years of 
age. 

Esther lived until she was 94 and passed away 
November, 1964. 

Harry and Maudie Comber own and operate the old 
homestead. Harry is the grandson of Alex Brown. The 
farm has been in the Brown family for 91 years. 

Minnie married Ernest Comber from Red Hill, Surrey, 
England, in the Marringhurst English Church on Dec. 12, 
1918. (See Comber History.) 

Hilda trained for three years at Morden Hospital to be 
a nurse, graduating in March, 1922. She nursed around 
the district and at Leask, Sask. and one year at Van
couver, B.C. On Oct. 3, 1929, she married George 
McWilliams of Marringhurst and made their home on his 
farm. There, their son Alex was born on Sept. 15, 1930. 
They retired to Pilot Mound in the fall of 1956, where 
George stilI lives. Hilda passed away in May, 1980. 

Bert married Hazel McWiIIiams on Oct. 12, 1932. They 
lived on the farm one mile north of Glenora until moving 
to Glenora in the fall of 1937. They ran a pool room and 
an oil business. Bert passed away in May, 1961, and 
Hazel passed away in November, 1978, while living at 
Belmont. 

The Marringhurst Church was moved to Glenora in the 
summer of 1926, and in July, 1927, Laura was married 
there to Russell McDonald from Belmont. It was the first 
wedding in the church after it was moved and, as they 
were both deaf and dumb, it was a different service. They 
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went to Belmont to live. They had three children, 
Dorothy, Jim and BettyLou. 

It was a great sadness for the family on May 23, 1921, 
when Jim passed away at Brandon Hospital with typhoid 
fever. He was 17 years of age. 

Ben married Freda Coldron on Dec. 1, 1928. (See Ben 
Brown history.) 

Nellie married Albert Macklin on Oct. 22, 1934. (See 
Albert Macklin history.) 

BEN AND FREDA BROWN FAMILY 

Bryan Porter, Freda, Ben and Lois on Ben and Freda's 50th wedding 
anniversary. 

Ben Brown, the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Alex 
Brown, was born on NW 3-4-13, north of Glenora. In 
1928, Ben married Freda Coldron who had been born in 
the Wigton District, the oldest daughter of Mr. and Mr. 
William Coldron. Freda attended Wigton School and 
helped her father on the farm. Freda enjoyed curling and 
dancing. 

Freda and Ben farmed north of Glenora until 1938. At 
this time they moved to Franklin, Man., where they 
operated a garage and hardware store. In the fall of 1943, 
they sold their business in Franklin, and in January of 
1944, they bought a store in Neelin, which they operated 
until 1954. They then started an electric shop in Neelin, 
which they had in conjunction with a filling station. After 
buying a house and living in Neelin for 19 years, they sold 
out in June of 1963, and moved to the Okanagan Valley, 
B.C. In the faIl of 1964, they moved to Calgary, and the 
next spring, they moved to their farm, NE 29-3-13, where 
they still reside today. They bought a house to move onto 
the farm, and with the help of Syd Cuthbert they were 
soon settled in. Since that time Ben has continued with 
electrical wiring, seIling appliances and Pioneer chain 
saws. 



Ben has always enjoyed music and played the 
saxophone in an orchestra for many years. He played for 
dances in the Glenora Hall when it was first built, and 
was paid 35¢ a night. Ben played hockey with local 
Glenora teams. He loved skating and often participated 
in races and dressed up for carnivals. Ben was secretary 
for the Neelin Cemetery for the 19 years he lived in 
Neelin. He also took an active part in curling. At this 
time Ben is president of the Marringhurst Cemetery 
Board. 

Freda was a member of the Neelin W.A. until it 
dissolved in 1980. She is at present an active member of 
the Glenora W .A., and is also on the board of the 
Marringhurst Cemetery. 

Lois, their daughter, was born in 1929, on their farm 
north of Glenora. Lois married Bryan Porter of 
Killarney. They moved to Calgary where they have a 
company called Porter's Developing Company, building 
and selling houses. They have two children, Myrne and 
Hughie. 

FRANK AND EDNA BROWN FAMILY 

John J. Brown's nephew, Hulbert "Hub" Fennell, 
dabbled in real estate. Listed at Baldur, Man., were two 
parcels of land - farms owned by the late David Lockerby 
(SW 16-5-13) and the late Ernest Stratford (W 8-5-13). 

Prices across the Canadian border were lower, so John 
J. Brown, who then resided at Cavalier, North Dakota, 
travelled to Baldur, looked over the situation, decided to 
sell where he was and as a result bought "the Stratford 
place" . 

In March, 1920, John J. Brown, his wife and son 
Franklin loaded their possessions in boxcars at Gretna 
and prepared for the move to their new home. 

Elizabeth, Franlin and John J. Brown. 

Nature, in the form of a blizzard, intervened. For a 
week the train and the Browns waited for the storm to 
subside so the track could be cleared. 

The Franklin sewing machine, with its warped, brittle 
wood, was always a silent reminder of the snow that 

swirled into the cars as they sat on that siding. 
Six years after coming to Baldur, Franklin Maurice 

Brown married Edna Pearl Breault. Ida, their daughter, 
was born on Dec. 6, 1926, and Stewart, their only son, 
arrived on March 8, 1929. 

Following their years in Wolselsy School, their "rural 
seat of learning", both children attended high school in 
Baldur. 

Ida remembers Grandma Brown (nee Elizabeth 
Mackey) who died in 1927, and both Ida and Stewart 
have fond memories of Grandpa Brown who lived with 
Frank and Edna. With his liberal supply of treats, Ida 
thinks he started her and Stewart on the pathway to the 
dentist. Some Baldurites may remember John J .'s high
spirited, temperamental horse "Topsy", as the Browns 
were noted for runaways with the accompanying broken 
shafts and buggies. John J. Brown passed away in 1936. 

Edna and Frank had busy years on the farm. When 
Stewart had no desire to farm, Frank and Edna sold the 
land to Mr. and Mrs. Kamiel De Smet in 1968, and 
retired to Baldur. Although they lent a helping hand in 
many ways, Baldur United Church and its involvements 
has been dearest to their hearts. Their concern and in
terest has never wavered. 

III health has since necessitated Frank's retirement as 
caretaker, but it was a job from which he derived a great 
deal of pleasure. 

Frank and Edna Brown on their 55th wed
ding anniversary. 

Edna and Frank celebrated their 55th wedding an
niversary on Feb. 26, 1981, at the home of their daughter. 

Ida graduated from Winnipeg Normal School.' After 
teaching two years at Homewood and four at Holland, 
she married Don Sanderson in 1951. They had two 
children; Bob and Beth (Mrs. Brian Speiss). 

Stewart works for National Revenue, but has never 
married to rate a deduction. 

It is now over 60 years since Grandpa Brown made his 
decision to move from North Dakota. Surely, for him 
and his descendants, there have been discouraging times 
as well as good years - for so it always is. Do you sup
pose, being born a Canadian (Ontario), he felt a kinship 
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for the land of his birth, or was it a spirit of adventure 
that prompted him to bring his wife and son to Manitoba 
to a small village called Baldur? 

Ida and Stewart. 

MOTHER AND DAD 

They lived their creed, content to be 
Unswayed by earth's humanity 
A helping hand they'd always lend 
A bit oj lunch to all extend 
Happy jrom dawn to dusk to work 
From stress oj toil no thought to shirk 
To welcome all - their door swung wide 
OJ Mum and Dad I think with pride. 

I.E.S. 

JAMES NORMAN AND AMELIA JANE 
BROWN FAMILY 

Amelia Jane Playfair was born at Fall Brook, Ont. in 
1885, the youngest daughter of Little John Playfair. In 
1880, she married James Norman Brown of Brockville. 
They moved to Pilot Mound in 1883, later they took up 
farming at Baldur. Their final home was on a farm at 
Birnie, Sask. 

They had three children: Etta, Gertrude and Norman. 
Etta attended Baldur School and married William 

Pringle. 
Gertrude was born in Baldur and completed her 

schooling there. She retired in 1953 from the Winnipeg 
teaching staff and entered the real estate business. 
Gertrude belonged to Knox Church choir, the 
Professional Women's Club and the Progressive Con
servative Club. She died in Winnipeg, Nov. 18, 1967. 

Norman Playfair was born in Baldur and carried on 
the Birnie farm. 
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WILLIAM AND LYLE BURTON FAMILY 
1947-1971 

The Burtons, with their family of Kenneth, Jocelyn 
and Lois, came to Baldur in the fall of 1947, where they 
owned and operated the Marshall Wells Hardware Store 
until 1971. They sold out to Joe Januska, who owns and 
operates the store at this present time. They retired to 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Lois received all her schooling in Baldur. Jocelyn was 
in grade three when they came, and Kenneth took grade 
11 and 12 in Baldur. 

William and Lyle were active in many projects during 
their stay, the United Church Sunday School and choir 
and the Hospital Aid, to mention a few. 

William was a trustee of the local school board for a 
number of years and then served seven or eight years with 
the divisonal board. He retired from this in 1967, and his 
place was taken by Ross Ramage. He was also a stalwart 
of the Baldur Branch of the Canadian Legion. 

Lyle belonged to the United Church Women's 
Organization and also helped the Anglican Ladies Aid 
and played the organ in the Anglican Church for a few 
years. 

Kenneth married Dorothy Mealey, a nurse, of Lone 
Rock, Alta. They had three children, Stanley, Stephen 
(deceased) and Barbara. Kenneth is a professor in the 
Alderstate Bible College in Moose Jaw, Sask. 

Jocelyn married Gene Van Brocklin, a helicopter pilot, 
and are now living in Salem, Oregon. Jocelyn is on the 
staff of the Chemeketa College. They have three 
children, Shelley, Daniel and Sandra. 

Lois married Karnil Sengara, who is in the lumber 
business. They have two children, Karis and Lori. They 
live in Vancouver, B.C. 

LEGENDARY EDUCATOR 
A.E. BUTTRESS 

There is one notable school teacher, Mr. A.E. Buttress, 
who was well remembered and is still talked about today, 
though few of his former students remain. 

A.E. Buttress came out from England and taught 
school at different times at Huntley, Roseberry and 
Wigton. 

A.E. Buttress bought a farm, NE 35-3-14 where he 
resided while undertaking his teaching duties. Peter 
McLaren later bought this farm. It has been said that 
when he taught school at the old Huntley School, he 
walked to and fro from home daily, just as he did from 
the other schools, which were not so far away. It was a 
distance of eight miles, allowing that roads at that time 
meandered across country from farmstead to farmstead. 

A.E. Buttress maintained a very strict discipline in his 
classes, and truly taught to the tune of the willow stick. 
Obstreperous students were told to get up on the form, a 
platform on which was placed the teacher's desk, there to 
stand for a long time, or else get a caning in front of 
everyone. Needless to say he was not very popular at the 
time, but teach he did do, going to great effort for those 



who would study. It was late in life that most of his 
students realized what a benefit this strict regime had 
been. Many of his students were thus able to go on in 
civic affairs to become dedicated councillors, reeves and 
other community officials. 

Mr. Buttress also taught Sunday School at Wigton for 
as long as he lived in the district. Sunday in those days 
was strictly observed, no work, no sport. It was not even 
thought proper to listen to a gramophone, a new thing at 
the time. Sunday was for rest, church, and visiting. 

Mr. Buttress had one son, Fred, who was also 
becoming a noted educator before his death at the age of 
48. He also had one son, Thomas, and one daughter, 
Kate, with his first wife. 

DR. J.W. AND GRETTA CAMPBELL 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Jean, June. Front Row: Marie, Gretta, Doc, Peggy. 

Dr. J. W. Campbell was born and raised at Clearwater, 
Man. and after schooling there he went to Ontario 
Veterinary College at Toronto. When he graduated in 
1914, he set up in practice in Baldur. 

He married Gretta Holmes of Belmont in 1923, and 
they moved into a house next to Brinkworths. 

Janet Holmes, Gretta's younger sister, moved to 
Baldur to be with them and finish school, and went on to 
graduate as a registered nurse from Brandon General 
Hospital. 

Marie was born in 1926, and in 1928, the twins, Jean 
and June, were born. The last member of the family, 
Peggy, was not born until 1936, and was just a little over 
a year old when the family moved to Winnipeg. Doctor 
Campbell went to work for the Federal Government, 
Health of Animals Division, as a meat inspector. His first 
love, though, was being in practice treating horses and 
cattle, and he speaks fondly of the good times he had 
then and the fine people he came to know as friends 
through this work. 

Gretta Campbell was very busy, of course, sewing for 
the children and preparing meals, and washing, and 
ironing, but she had time for choir practice and singing at 

church in the choir. She was always a person who enjoyed 
people and belonged to the Ladies Aid and the W.I. The 
children can remember her learning her 'part' for plays, 
and she loved to memorize and recite poetry. She had a 
very good memory. Dr. Campbell and Gretta played 
bridge too, and enjoyed those social get-togethers very 
much. He was always keenly interested in sports and still 
is. Those days he loved curling. He once won a large 
thermos which he would take when he and Doc Arnold 
went duck shooting, which he dearly loved to do every 
fall. They also enjoyed tennis, but after Marie came 
along and the twins, Gretta didn't have much time for 
that. 

Marie, the oldest daughter, was 11 years old when the 
family left, but Baldur has many happy memories for 
her; of school, which she loved; of skating on the creek, 
or in the rink; of picking crocuses or cowslips on the 
'cut'; and of her friends at school and Sunday School. On 
Saturdays, she always went to visit her dear friend, Mrs. 
Dearsley, next door and she would play the piano for her 
and then Dorothy Dearsley served tea and cookies and 
she loved it. 

Dr. Campbell was 90 in August, 1981, and Gretta was 
89 in July, 1981. They now live in New Vista in Burnaby. 
Their children live close enough to see them quite 
frequently and they enjoy outings to their homes. 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 
THE JOHN CAMPBELL FAMILY 

Back Row: John, Mildred, Nancy. Front Row: Margaret Elizabeth. 

John Colin Campbell was born on Oct. 8, 1865, in 
Shawville, Que., the oldest of six children. When he was 
a few years old, his family moved to Cobdon, Ont. His 
father, whom he helped for a few years, was a wagon 
maker. 

John trained as an officer in the Salvation Army, and 
was stationed at various points in Ontario, including St. 
Catherines. There was a split up in the army in the 1880's, 
so he left, and took up building at Duluth. Due to the 
depression in Duluth, John and a friend, Jerry Mc
Donald, decided to head for the harvest fields. They paid 
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50¢ to each conductor to ride the rails as far as Fargo. 
Jerry had friends near Pilot Mound, so he headed north, 
and John went along. 

The first job that John had here was for R.M. Wilson. 
The next year, he and Jerry rented land near Pilot 
Mound. They had a good crop, which was enough for a 
down payment on John's first farm. It had log buildings 
and was just off what is now the highway, on the present 
McLaren farm. On Nov. 23, 1898, he married Nancy 
Baird, who had come west from Athelstone, Que., to 
visit her sister, Mrs. J.W. Nelson, her brother, Jim Baird, 
and other relatives. 

An uncle, William Rorison, who was a war veteran, 
came to live with them around that time. He was a 
cabinet maker. 

In 1906, the family moved to what was later the 
Conrad farm. New buildings had been erected. That year 
the uncle died. In 1912, Jake Conrad bought the land and 
Mr. Eliott was the auctioneer at the sale on March 12. 
There was a large going away party at John Nelson's, 
which most of Marringhurst attended. The community 
gave the family a clock. John and his family then moved 
to Winnipeg into a house that had been newly furnished 
by the T. Eaton Co. 

In 1914, after the war broke out, the family returned to 
Marringhurst and bought a half section from Harry 
Stinson. The next few years were happy years, although 
not too prosperous. The teachers and preachers boarded 
with them. At that time, the preachers had services at 
Rosehill in the morning, Maninghurst in the afternoon, 
and Glenora in the evening. 

John served in several capacities during those years. He 
was a Justice of the Peace, a school trustee, a member of 
the church board, Methodist then United. He was active 
in the United Grain Growers, and he and R.M. Wilson 
canvassed the neighbourhood to put through the rural 
mail delivery. In those days, in winter, everyone on the 
route was supposed to break the road back to the next 
person's mailbox. John was also an old-time fiddler. 

Nancy Campbell died on Jan. 5, 1925. 
John married Elizabeth Taylor in June of 1927. She 

had been a nurse at Ninette Sanatorium, originally from 
Country Cork, Ireland. They moved to the farm about a 
year later, where she became better known to all as Aunt 
Lil. She was very fond of the house that John had built, 
doing most of the work himself, even though he was 60. 
Most of the material for the house came little by little in 
or on the old Chevrolet from Mariapolis. It was 
depression time and money was scarce. The house has 
since been moved down to the valley and has a beautiful 
setting on the property of Wayne Nelson. 

The mothers of the early years had remedies for any 
illness that came along, but they were in their heads, 
never written down. Elizabeth made jellies and jams that 
jam companies today would envy. 

John and Nancy had two daughters: Mildred and 
Margery. 

Mildred was born on June 4, 1900. As a young lady, 
she played the piano or organ at the school and the 
church. Mildred went to Wesley College in Winnipeg, 
then taught school for a year at Norway House. She 
married J.H. Irwin on July 26, 1922. He was also a 
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teacher, teaching at Elphinstone, Roseburn and Earl 
Gray School in Brandon. Mildred passed away in June of 
1946. 

Margery Elizabeth was born in November of 1907. She 
spent several years as a baby nurse, and later as a 
practical nurse. She is retired now and lives in Van
couver, B.C. 

May the Municipality of Argyle ever prosper and may 
the future not bring too many oil wells to spoil the 
landscape. 

KENNETH AND EDITH CAMPBELL 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Mae, and Kenneth. Front Row: Norman, Edith, Gwen, and 
Roy. 

Kenneth Campbell was born in Harris, Scotland, in 
1880. He was the second youngest of a family of fiv~ sons 
and two daughters. 

His mother, Hannah McLeod Campbell, died in 1884, 
and in the early 1890's, his father, Norman Campbell, 
brought the family to Canada. 

The family scattered and settled in various parts of 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 

Kenny took up the trade of blacksmith, and had a shop 
in Portage la Prairie, and later, one in Belmont. 

In 1907, he took over the C.E. Smith farm in 
Strathcona. 

His father, Norman, made his home with Kenny, until 
his death in 1912. 

In 1911, Kenny married Edith MacGillivray of the 
Rosehill district. 

In 1913, they moved to 22-4-14, the Tom Leslie farm, 
where their oldest daughter, Mae, was born. 

From there, they moved to 28-4-14, then owned by the 
Zimmermans. While living there, Roy, their oldest son, 
was born. 

In 1920, they bought 19-6-14, the A.L. Snyder farm, 
now owned by Alec Clemis. This farm is in the Victoria 
district, south of Glenboro. 

Norman and Gwen were born while the family lived in 



this district. 
All four children attended Hecla School, and the 

family attended services held at the Victoria Church, 
spoken of by many as the 'Stone Church' . 

In 1932, the family returned to the Rosehill district, 
taking over the farm 27-4-14, owned then by T. Mowat 
and originally the MacGillivray farm. 

In 1938, they moved once more, taking over the farm 
owned by the Gillies Bros., and now owned by R. Ricard. 

They farmed here until 1948, Roy and Norman 
working with their dad, in addition to working their own 
farms. 

In 1948, Kenny and Edith moved to the Chester Farm, 
two miles south of Baldur, and now owned by Henry 
Desrochers. They lived here until Kenny's death in 1950. 

Edith moved to Baldur and now is a resident of the 
Baldur Manor. 

Their four children all married and raised families. 
Mae married Albert Cooper. (see Cooper) 
Gwen married Raymond Ramage. (see Ramage) 

ROY AND DORA CAMPBELL F AMIL Y 

Roy Kenneth Campbell was born in 1918 in the 
Rosehill district. He attended Rosehill and Hecla 
Schools. In 1944, he bought N 7-5-14. In, 1946, he 
married Dora Johnson, daughter of August and Veiga 
Johnson of Baldur. In 1950, he bought the John Deere 
business from Andy Anderson and sold his farm to Mr. 
Dick Koldyk. He built the house now owned by Mr. 
Walter Clark. In 1952, he bought the farm back from 
Mr. Koldyk, and in 1954, he sold the John Deere business 
to his brother-in-law, Raymond Ramage. 

Roy also owned the W 4-5-14 that he bought from Mr. 
Herb Woodworth in 1962. This farm is now owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Desrochers. He was a member of 
the Baldur School Board for many years. He remained on 
the farm until his death in 1978. 

Roy and Dora had two daughters. Colleen is married 
to Jim Wylie, son of Roy and Ruby Wylie, and they have 
three girls, Amber, Shannon and Carma Lynn. They live 
in Killarney. 

Their younger daughter, Glenda married Kevin Ar
chibald, son of Stewart and Enid Archibald of Killarney. 
They have one girl, Kristin. They farm south of 
Killarney. 

Dora now lives in Baldur. 

NORMAN AND LORETTA CAMPBELL 
FAMILY 

Norman Campbell was born in the Victoria district and 
attended Hecla and Rosehill Schools. 

In 1941, he enlisted in the R.C.A.F. and served in 
Canada for the duration of the war. 

In 1945 he purchased E 18-5-14, the farm which was 
originally owned by the Norton family. 

In 1947, he married Loretta Goegebuer, and for a year 
they made their home with his mother and dad. 

In 1948, they moved on to the farm where they have 

Loretta, Kenny, Betty Mae, and Norman. 

been residing every since. 
In 1951, Betty Mae was born and in 1955, Kenneth 

Norman was born. 
In 1963, they purchased W 17-5-14 from Mary and 

Wilf Scott. 
Betty Mae married Mark Peikoff, and they reside near 

Lake Francis, Man. Ken is at home. 

RORIE AND ETTIE CAMPBELL 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Rod, Isabel/e, and Currie. Front Row: Rorie, Nettie, and 
Ellie. 

Roderick (Rorie) came to Canada from Scotland with 
his father and brothers and sisters when he was about 
nine years old. He first came to the Argyle area in 1918 
when he purchased the farm, SE 28-4-14, in the Rosehill 
district. He was a steam engineer as well as a farmer, so 
was called on to fix many a steam engine during the 
1920's and 1930's. In December, 1923, he married 
Henrietta (McKenzie) Leslie (see McKenzie family) and 
they farmed on that farm until 1951, raising their four 
children; Rod, Currie, Isabelle and Nettie. They moved 
to Portage la Prairie on retiring from the farm and then 
to Winnipeg in 1953, where Rorie passed away on Sept. 
27, 1957. Ettie continues to live in Winnipeg. 

Roderick John, eldest son of Rorie and Ettie, was born 
Sept. 13, 1924, and went to school at Rosehill and Baldur 
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Sharon, Rd Jr., Rod and June. 

before joining the service in 1944. After the war he 
remained in the services until 1971, becoming an X-ray 
technician. He continued in this work in Brooks, Alta. 
On May 18, 1946, he married June Covey of Tillsonburg, 
Ont., and they have two children; Sharon (Mrs. Lance 
Senuk) and Rodney. June passed away Jan. 12, 1979, and 
Rod has since married Alma Cyr on Nov. 8, 1980. 

Currine, Ray, Carol, Eldon, Connie, Leola with Jennifer, Currie with 
Rae Lynne. 

Donald Currie Kenneth, second son of Rorie and Ettie, 
was born on April 28, 1928, and went to school at 
Rosehill. He farmed with his parents and married Leola 
Johnson on Sept. 8, 1951. They resided on 28-4-14 for a 
couple of years, when the farm was sold to Joe and Marie 
Fifi. Currie and Leola moved to Winnipeg where Currie 
took a welding course and then he worked as a con
struction welder in Thunder Bay, Moose Jaw, Calgary, 
Medicine Hat, Esterhazy, Thompson and other points, 
before returning to farm on 20-5-14 in 1963. Their family 
of three girls were; Currine, Constance and Carol. 
Currine Margaret, born April 26, 1952 in Baldur, took 
her early education in Saskatchewan, Alberta and On
tario, before coming to Baldur in 1963. She completed 
her education in Glenboro, and on July 3, 1971, she 
married Ray Caslick of Glenboro. They resided in 
Winnipeg and Belmont before moving to Red Deer, 
Alta., where they live with their two daughters, Rae-
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Lynne, born Sept. 8, 1973, and Jennifer, born Oct. 5, 
1977. Constance Rita (Connie), born Dec. 6, 1957, in 
Thunder Bay, Ont., received all her education in Baldur. 
She works at Great West Life as a secretary and resides in 
Winnipeg with her husband, Eldon Neilson of Cypress 
River, whom she married May 26, 1979. Carol Leola, 
born Dec. 22, 1960, in Thunder Bay, Ont., received her 
education in Baldur. Carol is living in Winnipeg and is 
employed by Great West Life in the personnel depart
ment. 

Isabelle Annie, eldest daughter of Rorie and Ettie, was 
born April 11, 1932, and took her education at Rosehill 
and Baldur before becoming a telephone operator at 
Baldur. On April 7, 1951, she married Lorne Verbrugge, 
a farmer from Cypress River whom she has since 
divorced. They resided at Cypress River and Ninga 
before moving to Winnipeg, in 1954. They had six 
children; Gary, Linda (Mrs. Terry Morier), Ronald, 
Donald, Blaine and Rodney. Isabelle has her own 
Canadiana Drapery Service in St. Vital. 

Henrietta May (Nettie), youngest daughter of Rorie 
and Ettie, was born on Sept. 26, 1938, and took her early 
schooling at Rosehill before going to Portage la Prairie 
and Winnipeg to finish her education. Nettie is a hair 
dresser. On July 7, 1959, she married Graham Orchard, 
an accountant, of Winnipeg. They have two children, 
Rod and Lori. 

THE BIG HOUSE ON THE HILL 
LEON AND NELLIE CAPON FAMILY 

Back Row: Helen, Louise, Charlotte, Madeleine, Adele, Margaret, and 
Lorraine. Front Row: Albert, Eugene, George, and Maurice. 

Leon Capon was born in Luxemburg on Dec. 8, 1876. 
He immigrated to the U.S.A. and worked as a cook at the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York. Mrs. Capon was 
born Nellie Gillian on April 24, 1874, in Sligo, Ireland. 
She immigrated to New York where she worked at the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel. That is where she met and 
married Leon Capon in 1900. Their first three children 
were born in New York. 

Leon and Nellie Capon came to Canada in 1906, and 
settled on a farm in St. Alphonse. They arrived in 



Cypress River by train. Then they travelled by buggy to 
the farm. It was a very frightening trip for a city girl with 
three small children, as she was afraid they would all fall 
out of the buggy. She soon learned how to drive a horse 
and buggy, milk cows, raise chickens, and all that goes 
with farming. Six of their children were born while they 
lived in St. Alphonse. 

Leon and Nellie then moved to Dry River in 1914, to a 
farm he bought from C. Landry. Three more children 
were born there, on the place now known as the Capon 
Homestead. It had a large box-like house, unfinished 
inside, four bedrooms and two halls upstairs, a large 
kitchen and living room on the main floor. Many a dance 
was held there because of the large rooms. 

Their children all went to Dry River School, and to 
church in Mariapolis. All their family loved sports, 
baseball and curling, Leon passed away on Aug. 4, 1927. 
Nellie passed away on Feb. 9, 1946, on the old 
homestead. There is no house there now, only memories. 
The homestead is still in the family after 68 years, farmed 
by their youngest son, George. 

Leon and Nellie had 13 children. Their first child died 
at birth. 

Eugene, the oldest boy, was born in 1901. He married 
Rose Foley and they farm near Pilot Mound. They have 
three sons. 

Helen, the oldest girl, was born in 1903. She married 
Rene Tautant and they live in St. Boniface. They have 
two boys and two girls. 

Louise, the next girl, was born in 1905. She married J. 
Madec and had two sons. The oldest son died in 1977. 
Louise's husband died in 1952. Louise passed away in 
1973. She lived in Mariapolis her last years. 

Adele was the first born in St. Alphonse in 1906. She 
never married and lived with her parents, until her later 
years, when she kept house for her brother. Adele passed 
away on Nov. 11, 1971. 

Walter was born on Sept. 23, 1909. He was killed in a 
car accident at the age of 21 years in 1930. 

Margarite was born in 1910. She married Louis 
Guilbert from St. John's, North Dakota. They had one 
girl and two boys. Margarite passed away on Dec. 13, 
1972. 

Charlotte was born on March 12, 1911. She married 
Andrew Guilbert. They had five girls. Andrew passed 
away in 1955. Charlotte lives in St. Boniface. 

Maurice was born on April 1, 1912. He married Agnes 
Trudel. They had three boys and three girls. Maurice 
always lived in Dry River. He passed away on June 23, 
1977. 

Madeleine was born on Aug. 23, 1913. She married 
Dosithie Burley from St. John's, North Dakota. They 
had one boy, one girl. Madeleine is a great-grandmother, 
four generations, the first in the Capon family. Dosithie 
was a Credit Union manager until he passed away on 
March 15, 1978. Madeleine lives in Cartier Manor in Elie, 
Man. 

Albert was the fifth child born in Dry River on March 
12, 1915. He lived and farmed there most of the time. He 
also bought the Richardson farm and the Angus 
McQuarrie farm. His sister Adele kept house for him. He 
sold out in 1979, and retired to Mariapolis where he still 

lives. 
George was also born in Dry River on Sept. 23, 1917, 

and lived on the homestead until war broke out. He 
joined the Winnipeg Royal Rifle Signal Corps. He spent 
four years overseas. He was wounded on the Normandy 
beaches. On returning to Canada he married Fleurette 
Trottier. They had one girl and three boys. They owned a 
hardware store in Belmont. Later they divorced. George 
is married again and lives in Winnipeg, but he still owns 
and farms the homestead in Dry River. 

Lorraine (Peggy) was the youngest of the family and 
was born on April 23, 1922. She married Alex De Vleiger 
and they had one girl. Later she divorced him and 
married Norman Major. They had a garage in 
Mariapolis. When they sold out, they retired to Victoria, 
B.C., where Peggy's girl also lives. Many memories of 
Dry River live on. 

There are seven of the twelve Capon children still 
living, all are retired. There are 30 grandchildren, 58 
great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild, five 
generations. 

There are many different vocations among the 
grandchildren: doctor; farmers; nurses; lawyer; car
penters; prison guards; bank and Credit Union tellers; 
hospital workers; mine workers; postmen; oil field 
workers; civil servant; engineer; dentist; teachers; and 
office workers. 

Nearly all of the grandsons took reserve training in 
Army, Navy and Air Force. Some had cadet training and 
there are many trophies for target shooting. 

Life is much different today than it was years ago. 
Horses or walking were the only methods of local 
transportation, whereas most people have cars today. In 
1935, people walked seven miles to work at painting for 
15¢ per hour. Today a painter receives $15.00 per hour. 

ALEX CARD FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Card came to Manitoba in 1882 
from Uxbridge, Ont. and homesteaded on 32-5-14, where 
they lived until they retired to Glenboro about 1897. 

Their children were: Allan, Arthur (A.K.), Nellie (Mrs. 
Wm. Parrish), Rilla (Mrs. Geo. Cramer) and Jenny. 

Alex was reeve of Argyle in 1886. It was in the Card 
home where the early church services were held by Rev. 
Mr. Hoskins. Alex helped build the church when it was 
erected and took an active part in the early Baldur 
Methodist Circuit. 

Mrs. Card passed away in 1900, and Alex in 1907. 

ART AND MARY CARD FAMILY 

Art (A.K.) came west with his parents in 1883. He 
married Mary Ellen McNicol and they farmed on 17-6-
14, for many years. 

They were active members of the church and com
munity, and their home was a gathering spot for young 
people. 
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Back Row: Bea, Angie, Olive, Walt, Leta and Edgar. Front Row: Art, 
Nellie, grand-daughter Ora Bainbridge. 

Art and Mary had four children. 
Walter married Bessie Lamb and now resides in 

Kelowna. 
Beatrice (Lillian) married Angus Huffman. They had 

one son, Glenn. 
Olive married Lieut. Col. Pinkham. She passed away 

in 1978. 
Leta married Edgar Bainbridge and now lives in 

Nanaimo, B.C. She had a family of three. 
Art passed away in 1938, and Mary in 1949. 

VERNER AND IRIS CARROLL FAMILY 

Marylyn, Myrna, Brian, Harvey, Charlie, Lloyd. Front Row: Iris and 
Verner. 

Iris Mildred Diehl of Crypress River, Man. and Verner 
Russell Carroll of Treherne, Man. were married on Dec. 
2, 1938, in the United Church at Cypress River. They 
settled in Treherne. On March 3, 1941, their first baby 
was born, Harvey Verner. On May 10, 1943, a daughter 
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arrived, Myrna Iris. In April, 1944, they moved to 
Sperling, Man. where Verner became manager of In
ternational Harvester Implements for Mr. Lome 
Davison, Iris' uncle. Three weeks later, April 26, Arthur 
Brian was born in Carman Hospital. April 14, 1946, 
Marylyn Reubena was born, also Carman Hospital. 

In 1948, a Ford car, 1938 vintage, was purchased. 
During that year the family moved to Kane, nine miles 
south of Sperling, where Verner became manager of the 
elevator. The family drove back to Sperling for church 
each Sunday and also to curl. 

May 19, 1949, the family-moved to Baldur and pur
chased a large, two-storey, well-built house from Mrs. 
Ramage. Later on it was torn down and a new house built 
on the lot by the DeBaets. Verner took on the Rawleigh 
business and travelled many miles a day in the 1938 Ford. 

Jan. 26, 1950, Charles Leonard was born in the home 
of Mrs. George Stephens, as there was no hospital in 
Baldur as yet. Times were hard, so it was a blessing to 
have the care of Dr. Scatliffe, the municipal doctor. Mrs. 
Stephens had taken in many maternity patients and gave 
excellent care and meals to mothers and babies, as well as 
caring for a household with her husband, who was 
suffering with arthritis, and her two granddaughters, 
Shirley and Donna. She was a very kind and generous 
person, devoted to all her cares. 

Verner had changed jobs; he tried Fuller Brush, then 
became a salesman for Singer Sewing Machines. He had 
the company truck and travelled much the same territory 
as for Rawleigh, Glenora, Belmont, Ninette, Killarney to 
name a few. Then the Singer Co. decided to take the 
trucks off the road so he decided to paint buildings. 

Everything was done by manual labour in those days. 
There was no well so the running water was 'run across 
the road for a pail of water' - from Mrs. Bray's well. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bray were a very fine couple and good 
neighbours; always willing to help. The toilet was 
situated at the back of the lot with catalogues hung up. 
At night the girls went in pairs to the outhouse. There 
were no bath tubs in those days, so Iris heated the water 
on the stove and bathed the kids in a small laundry tub in 
front of the stove. 

The highlight of Hallowe'en for the boys of the town 
was to upset backhouses; on one occasion Brian had 
sprained his ankle shortly after going out, so was very 
disappointed that he had to spend the rest of the evening 
in the house. 

September of 1949, Myrna started school, a large class 
with Miss Dorothy Dearsley as their teacher; they all 
liked her very much. By this time Harvey had gone into 
Miss Gunnlaugson's room. Then in September, 1950, 
Brian started - again in a large class in Miss Dearsley's 
room. 

On Jan. 21, 1954, Lloyd Andrew was born in the new 
hospital, with Dr. George McDonald as the municipal 
doctor. Iris was very anxious to get home for Charlie's 
birthday party, his fourth, on Jan. 26. A good friend, 
Irma Atkins, wife of lawyer Carl had made a beautiful 
birthday cake and sent it over for Charlie's birthday. Iris 
did arrive home that day with the new baby. 

During most of the Carroll years at Baldur, the Rev. 
E.P. Johnston was the United Church Minister; he was 



well liked and did his work competently. The family were 
very active in church affairs; all attended regularly. 

All the children enjoyed every winter night at the rink. 
As soon as supper was over, they grabbed their skates 
and were off for a couple of hours. The carnivals were 
great; curling for the older ones; skating for all; everyone 
got into the act. 

In the spring they would play around the elevators 
where a pond was, the boys made a raft, and of course, 
someone was always falling in the water. During the 
summer nights all the neighbourhood kids played around 
the lamp pole; 'Hide and seek', 'Kick the can'. 

The children took music lessons from Mrs. Jim Howell 
and later Myrna and Marylyn took lessons from Mrs. 
Lake, the minister's wife. Harvey, Myrna, Brian, and 
Marylyn were very fortunate to be chosen to take part in 
the festivals each year; spoken poetry, piano, and class 
poetry. 

In April, 1956, Vern accepted a job in MacLeods store 
in Brandon, so he stayed in the city. His wages were not 
very good, but at least he had steady work. During the 
time he was at Baldur, he was out of work each winter, 
with no unemployment insurance. Iris took in the Hydro 
gang to feed; 20 of them for meals, breakfast at 6: 15, also 
for dinner and supper. 

In November, 1956, the family moved to Brandon. It 
was a bad time to move, but a place became available at 
$100.00 per month, Verner's wages were $145.00. His 
manager, Howard Campbell, realized the situation so he 
raised them to $154.00. The community had collected for 
a farewell gift. That money was put into an electric stove, 
as there was no chimney hole in the new house to use the 
cook stove. That electric stove is still as good as ever. 

Harvey is now manager of the Provincial Exhibition of 
Manitoba. He is married to Marlene Szmon of Gilbert 
Plains. They have three children; Trent, 17; Sean, 13; 
Corina, 10. The boys are active in hockey and baseball. 
Harvey played broomball, baseball, and hockey until a 
couple of years ago. 

Myrna married Bev Barkley, pharmacist at Shopper's 
Drug Mart, Brandon. They have three children; Debbie, 
11; Brenda, 9; and Matthew, 2. 

Brian married Rena Stewart of Brandon. They have no 
children. Brian is now sales manager in the logging in
dustry in British Columbia. He and his wife live in North 
Vancouver. 

Marylyn is unmarried and works in Shopper's Drug 
Mart, Brandon. 

Charlie married Donna Parr of Thunder Bay, Ont. 
They have two children; Shane, six; and Terra, five. They 
now live in Surrey, B.C. where Charlie is with Van Credit 
Union. 

Lloyd is unmarried and manager of A & W at Red 
Deer, Alta. 

Verner retired in 1977. Iris sells Amway. Since moving 
into Brandon, Iris joined Barbershop Belles and has 
served on the executive of church groups, Scouts' groups, 
and curling clubs. Verner ushered in church for many 
years; served on the church board; curled in Riverview 
Club. The past year he curled with the Seniors at the 
Brandon Club. 

Verner Carroll passed away May 27, 1981. 

REM I AND HORTENSE CATTEEUW 
FAMILY 
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Remi and Hortense. 

Remi Catteeuw was born in Winkle, St. Alouis, West 
Flanders, Belgium, in the year 1896. He came to Canada 
in 1909 at the age of 13, and settled in the Bru District. 
He worked at taking out bush for farmers, (grubbing as it 
was known then). He made his home with the Sveinson 
family for quite awhile, and learned quite a good 
vocabulary of the Icelandic language. 

When WWI broke out, he joined the forces and was 
with the 222nd Cypress River Branch, and was stationed 
at Camp Hughes, now known as Shilo. He served 
overseas until he was wounded at Vimy Ridge in 1918, 
and he spent a whole year in a hospital in Scotland. He 
returned to Canada in 1919. Settling in the farming area 
west of St. Alphonse, he purchased a farm through 
V.L.A. 

Hortense Van Hooff came to Canada from Brussels, 
Belgium in 1920, with her sister Louise and new husband 
who were on their honeymoon. They came to the same 
area as Remi, but were going to move to Holland, Man., 
so Remi made Hortense his bride after knowing her for 
only three weeks. They resided on the same farm until the 
three children had to go to school. Art was born in April, 
1921; Rachel, April, 1922; and Gabrielle March, 1927. 
All attended Campeau School in the R.M. of Lorne. 

Arthur, Gabrielle, and Rachel. 
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Remi farmed in that area until 1939; then he moved to 
Baldur and purchased the Shultz farm on the east end of 
Baldur, where he farmed and sold milk to the town, until 
his illness in February, 1949. He passed away in October, 
1949. His widow Hortense resided on the farm and son 
Art rented it. 

When Art no longer wanted to farm he sold his share, 
and Rachel and her husband Burton Bray purchased her 
mother's share, and still own it. Before Remi passed on, 
he had left word with Hortense that when the farm was 
clear there were to be lots allotted for a church to be 
built. That is where today the St. James Catholic Mission 
stands, where Hortense has always been a member. She 
also sold eight acres on which now stands the Baldur 
Elementary and High School. Hortense still resides on a 
large lot of the farm. 

ART AND GRACE CATTEEUW 
FAMILY 

Standing: Art and Grace. Seated: Greg and Duane. 

Arthur Catteeuw, eldest in a family of three, son of 
Remi and Hortense of Baldur, Man., was born in 1921, 
in St. Alphonse, Man. Art received his education in St. 
Alphonse and worked the family farm with his father. At 
the age of 13 years Art had his own stooking team. In 
1939, the family moved to a farm near the town of 
Baldur, formerly called The Schultz homestead, where 
father and son continued to farm together. In the spring 
of 1949, due to his father's ailing health, Art took charge 
of the family farm. 

In June, 1949, Art married Grace Lebeau, eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Lebeau of Glenora, 
Man. Art and Grace continued their mixed farming 
operation, including the delivery of milk to the residents 
of Baldur, until, in 1966, feeling the need to broaden his 
horizons, Art decided to sell the family farm. He tried his 
hand at commercial carpentry and dabbled in it on a part
time basis for five years. 

Art embarked on a career with The Manitoba 
Department of Highways and Transportation Operations 
Division, which was to span 13 years. Wanting to spend 
more summers at home, Art accepted a position in 1981 
with The Tiger Hills School Division in Baldur where he 
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is currently employed as a custodian and maintenance 
engineer. 

Art and Grace had two children, Greg, born in 1953, 
and Duane, born in 1954. Both boys were born and raised 
in Baldur. Greg received his education in Baldur and 
Glenboro, while Duane attended school in Baldur and 
later Killarney. Both boys are employed with The 
Manitoba Department of Highways and Transportation. 
Greg is the Supervisor of Permits and Road Information, 
Head Office, Winnipeg, Man. He married Linda 
(Dudgeon) who was born and educated in Morden and at 
the University of Manitoba. She is currently employed as 
a professional physiotherapist with Seven Oaks Hospital 
in Winnipeg. Duane has been employed with one of the 
two provincial sealcoating crews since 1972 and is now a 
senior operator, based out of Brandon, Man. Duane, as 
well as Art and Grace, continue to reside in Baldur. 

ARCHIE AND FRANCES 
CHARETTE FAMILY 

Back Row: Stanly held by Bert, Francis, Archie and David. Front Row: 
Freddie, Beatrice, and Gertrude. 

Archie (Joseph Arthur) Charette was born in St. 
Norbert in 1889, son of Francis and Marguerite Charette. 
Archie worked with the C.N.R. In 1917, he married 
Frances Jewel. Frances was born in East Battersea, 
London, England, and came to Canada with her mother, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Jewel, who later married Frank Head. 

Archie enlisted in W.W. I and joined the 221st Bat
talion overseas. He was a victim of mustard gas 
poisoning. 

Archie and Frances had 10 children, whom they raised 
on the SE 24-4-13, soldier settlement land. On May 3, 
1942, Archie died from the effects of the mustard gas 
during the war. Frances continued to farm with the help 
of her children until 1952, when her son Stan purchased 
the land. Frances passed away in Vancouver in 1957. 

Their 10 children were: Bert and Gertrude married and 
living in Winnipeg, where David also resides; Beatrice 
married and living in Carp, Ont.; Lewis, Alex, Alice and 
Duncan, all married and living in Vancouver; Fred 
passed away at Vancouver; and Stanley. 

Stanley married Gloria Hutchinson and they have three 
children, Judy, Tom and Brian. The children are all 
married. Stan and Gloria still farm the home place. 



JESSE CHESTER FAMILY 

Jesse was born at Merrickville, Ont., on Nov. 17, 1829. 
He married Permilla McRae on Jan. 7, 1851. They had 
five children: Simon, William, James, Wesley and Ella. 

Jesse Chester, Sr., ran a lumber mill at Fallbrook, Ont. 
He had once been told by a fortune teller that he was 
going to move west and settle on a farm, where a stream 
of water would run past his buildings. He had also been 
told that though there was no town or railroad there, that 
one would soon come through close to his farm. 

He lost his wife, Permilla, in 1864. Some years later he 
married Sybil Knapp. In the fall of 1881, his water-power 
mill burned to the ground and his wife then gave her 
consent to the westward move. 

In the spring of 1882, he started out with his son, 
William, and came to Emerson, and from there, jour
neyed by horse to the present site of Baldur. The location 
of his homestead was governed by two factors: the advice 
of Mr. Playfair to settle near the Tiger Hills and the 
remembrance of the old Soothsayer's prophecy. Jesse Sr. 
walked all through the southwest of Baldur district and 
after encountering wet marshy land, he came to the 
present creek. He waded north across the creek and sat 
down on a boulder. Looking over the creek towards the 
present town site, he said to himself, "This is where I will 
settle!" and homesteaded 14-5-14. This is where Syd 
Stanford later resided. He filled in the creek with gravel 
just· west of the swimming hole and this is where he 
crossed over into the southern area of this site. Jesse Sr. 
had been a coach-driver when in Ontario. That is where 
he learned to handle horses which were his great love. 

In August, 1882, the family moved out and consisted 
of: his wife Sybil, Ella, Annie, Sarah and Jesse Jr. They 
were followed later by Jim, who homesteaded a quarter 
beside his brother, William, who homesteaded 4-5-14. 

Jesse and Sybil lived on their farm until the railroad 
began to come through in the fall of 1889. The workers 
often went there for meals and farm produce and per
suaded Jesse to build a boarding house close to the 
railroad, for they assured him a town would soon spring 
up. In 1890, Jesse Sr. built the Chester House, later 
known as the Baldur Hotel. He also built a livery barn to 
run in conjunction with it. 

Jesse and Sybil had four children: Annie, Jesse Jr., 
Sarah and Mary, who died as a child. 

The Chesters seemed to prosper and many a day the 
folk would see Jesse Sr. driving his favourite mare 
"Maggie C" hitched to a single-driver sulky, up and 
down the country roads. 

In 1907, Simon Chester came to visit his father Jesse 
Sr. from San Francisco, U.S.A. It was over 30 years since 
father and son last met. Simon had lost his wife and two 
children in the earthquake of San Francisco, in 1906. 
Simon was at the stable when the house with its oc
cupants dropped into the earth as it were, disappearing 
completely out of sight. Simon escaped without an in
jury. 

Wesley moved to Chicago, Ill. where he died. 
William married Tena Norton of the Baldur district in 

1911. They had no children and are now both deceased. 
Ella Chester married J. B. Matchett and moved to 

Carman in 1886. They had four children: Mrs. J. Higgins 
(deceased); Mrs. Bradford (deceased); Lester Matchett, 
Belmont (deceased) and Mrs. Lawson, who lives in 
Winnipeg. 

Annie Chester married George Cross in 1891, and 
resided in Marringhurst district. They had one son, Jesse, 
who went to New York. They are all deceased. 

Sarah Chester lived with her parents and worked in the 
boarding house for many years. In 1903, she married 
Wm. Hawn of Wyoming, Ont. In 1906, they moved to a 
farm northeast of Baldur. They had four children: 
Harry, (deceased in 1967); Walter, who married Lillian 
Fisher and had five children. Walter resides in Winnipeg. 
Lillian passed away. Nelson, who married Margaret 
Bateman, lives in Kemptville, Ont.; Annie, Mrs. A. Reid, 
who has one son Gavin, resides in Winnipeg. 

James Chester (see Jim Chester History) 
Jesse Chester married Nellie Durham. They farmed 

west of Baldur. They are both deceased. 
Sybil Chester died in May, 1909, in the boarding 

house. In 1910, when Jesse Sr. became very ill, he was 
taken in by his son, Jesse Jr. and Nellie. He died there in 
May of 1910. So ended the story of a true pioneer. 

JAMES AND HARRIET CHESTER 
FAMILY 

Cyrus James and Harriet. 

Harriet was born July 11, 1867, at Morrisburg, Ont. At 
the age of eight she came with her parents, John and 
Anne Belfour, to Winnipeg by boat, up the great lakes, 
ferried overland to the Red River and on to Winnipeg, 
where they lived for several years. Her father 
homesteaded near Carman on the Boyne River. After 
proving his first homestead there he secured another near 
Baldur in 1885. 

James was born June 9, 1859, in Ottawa. As a young 
man he worked in sawmills in Ontario. In 1882, he came 
west in November. His parents, Jesse and Sybil Chester, 
had come in March, 1882. James homesteaded in 
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January, 1883. His marriage to Harriet Belfour took 
place on Dec. 14, 1887. He worked part time in sawmills 
at Rock Lake and lived on and farmed NW 13-4-13. 
Harriet passed away July 27, 1947. James passed away in 
April, 1958, shortly before his 100th birthday. 

They had a family of nine children: 
Mabel Elizabeth was born Sept. 12, 1888. She taught 

school six years before she married Frederick Joyce 
McCartney, Jan. 1, 1913. They farmed at Emerson and 
Oak Bank. They had a family of six, three boys and three 
girls. Mabel lives in Winnipeg at 180 Brock St. She will be 
93 in September, 1981. 

Permilla Ann (Pearl) married Clarence Stanley 
Warrener on Dec. 25, 1918. Farming was their livelihood. 
Their family was four girls and one boy. Jim, their only 
son, paid the supreme sacrifice in WWII. Pearl passed 
away April 12, 1947. 

Harriet Sybil was born Dec. 16, 1892. She married 
Dougal Alexander Chambers July 21, 1915. They had 
one son, Alex, who met his death at Vimy Ridge in WWI. 
Sybil lives in Brandon. 

James Russell Chester, born Oct. 3, 1894. He worked 
on the home farm until enlisting. He returned home but 
passed away Feb. 6, 1925. 

William John, born Jan. 3, 1897, also enlisted and, 
after returning, married Katherine Bullion on Dec. 31, 
1920. They had a family of 11 children, seven boys and 
four girls. They lived many years in Winnipeg but 
returned to Baldur for a few years. Will passed away Dec. 
18,1973. 

Sarah Evelyn was born May 9, 1899. On Nov. 12, 
1919, she married John Einer Goodman. Their family is 
three boys and one girl. Sarah lives in Brandon. 

Margaret Edna was born Aug. 16, 1902. She married 
Edward Bullion on Oct. 28, 1920. They farmed at Baldur 
many years before they moved to Brandon. They had a 
family of six boys. Roy, the eldest, paid the supreme 
sacrifice in WWII. Margaret lives in Brandon. 

Jessie Ella Irene was born Oct. 6, 1906. On Dec. 12, 
1928, she married John William James. They moved to 
Brandon at that time. They have a family of four boys 
and one girl. Jessie lives in Brandon. 

Aylmer Wesley was born April 29, 1909. On Sept. 23, 
1939, he married Dorothy Fines. They lived and worked 
in \Vinnipeg several years before moving to Vancouver. 
They have two boys and one girl. Aylmer lives in Van
couver. 

GEORGE AND AURORE CHOQUETTE 
FAMILY 

George Choquette was born Dec. 31, 1885, in New 
Bedford, Mass., U.S.A. George met Aurore Chap
delaine, born on May 29, 1890, in Boston, Mass. They 
were married in November, 1909. 

Their first farm was located in Argyle district, close to 
Mariapolis. 

Their children were: Aldea, Clifford, Anne, Raymond 
and Roland. 

Roland was killed in action overseas on Aug. 15, 1944, 
at Falaise, France. 
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George, Aurore with Anne on knee, Clifford and A Idea. 

In 1928, George and family moved to Greenway on the 
Jim McLellan farm, 34-4-13. George died on Sept. 10, 
1977 in St. Boniface. 

Aurore died on Aug. 17, 1957, in St. Boniface. 

STONE AND FREDA CHRISTIANSON 
FAMILY 

Chris, Einar, Stena with her 2 boys, Stone and Lily. 

Steingrimur (Stone) Christianson and his wife, Sn
jofridur (Freda) Hjalmarsdottir immigrated to Canada 
from Iceland in 1894. They came first to Gimli, going on 
to Selkirk, then in 1903, they moved to Baldur. 

Stone worked for the C.N.R. while living in Baldur, 
and he built a house on Third Street. 

Stone's daughter, Kirstbjorg, from a previous 
marriage, came to Canada in 1900 and married Beggi 
Isberg of Baldur, in 1902. 

Stone and Freda had five children: Anna, Lily, Einar, 
Chris and Stena. 

Freda died in 1911, and is buried in the Grund 
Cemetery. Stone and his two younger daughters moved 
to Calgary in 1912. Stone died in 1925, in Seattle, 
Washington. 

Anna, the eldest child, was born in Iceland in 1888. She 



attended Baldur School. In 1908, she married Wellington 
Leslie. They lived in the Wigton district until 1914, when 
they moved out west. Two young children of Anna and 
Wellington's are buried in the Argyle Cemetery. 

Lily was born in Iceland in 1890. She attended Baldur 
School, then moved to Calgary with her father in 1912. 
She married Ira Mattice and they moved to Idaho. 

Einar was born in Iceland in 1891. He attended Baldur 
School, then worked in the district before moving to 
Seattle, Washington. 

Chris was born in Iceland in 1893. He attended Baldur 
School, then worked in the district before moving to 
Seattle, Washington. 

Stena was born in Selkirk, Man., in 1900. While living 
in Baldur, she attended the Baldur School. She moved to 
Calgary in 1912, with her father. She married Douglas 
Vansickle and later moved to Seattle, Washington, where 
she is presently living. 

STEPHEN AND MATTHILDUR CHRISTIE 
FAMILY 

Stephen (Stefan) Kristjansson was born in Yzta-Vatni 
in Lytingsstadahreppi, Skagafirdi, Iceland, Feb. 16, 
1865. 

He immigrated in 1876 with his widowed mother 
Thorunn J onsdottir and sister Gudborg. Gudborg later 
married Birni Andressyni and settled at Gladstone. She 
had one son, Peter Anderson. 

The first few years were spent in New Iceland and High 
Bluff, then in 1881, they homesteaded what is now 
hayland on 31-6-14. All the good grain land was taken by 
this time. They built a log home and Stephen worked 
diligently as a farmer and gradually acquired more land. 

Thorunn was an excellent knitter and she augmented 
their income by selling warmly knit socks, mitts, un
derwear and sweaters. 

In 1892, Stephen married Matthildar Halldorsdottir 
Magnussonar (from Narfaeyri at Skogarstrond in 
Snaefellsnessyslu). Her family, Halldor and Johanna 
Magnusson lived on 12-6-15. 

Stephen and Matthildur lived at the original homestead 
until 1897, when they moved to a new site and home at 
NW 30-6-14. 

Stephen and Matthildur were members of Grund 
Church. Stephen was one of the board members for 
many years. He also helped organize the Glenboro 
Lutheran Congregation and served on the first board of 
trustees. Matthildur was an active member of the ladies' 
aid at Grund and in later years in Glenboro. Stephen had 
a keen mind and his endeavours were always successful. 
He was an honest man and his word was considered as 
good as a legal document. His holdings grew to three 
sections of grain, hay and pasture land. In 1920, they 
built a second barn to house their livestock, which in
cluded 100 cattle, 300 sheep, 40 horses and 50 pigs. 

They were both very interested in community affairs. 
They were particularly interested in their family's 
education. The children attended Hecla School, where 
Stephen served as a member of the school board. In 1914, 
in order that they could receive a high school education, 

he built a town home on Christie Street. Stephen was an 
avid reader. Three of the boys went to Winnipeg for 
further education. 

Shortly after building their new barn in 1920, 
Stephen's horses bolted while he was unhitching them, 
causing his death. Matthildur lived until 1934. They had 
10 children: 

Halldor Johann" Joe" , a bachelor, died in 1972. 
Gudrun "Gunna" married Fred Goodman. They had 

one child, Mattie Bryngelson. Gunna died in 1973. 
Krist jan "Chris" married Lilian Gottfred. They had 

two children, Stephen Christie and Doreen Bjornson. 
Chris died in 1960. 

Wilbert "Bill", a bachelor, died in 1957. 
Anna married Carl Baldwin. They had two children, 

Donna Arason and Ben Baldwin. Anna died in 1945. 
Gundmundur "Mundi" is a bachelor. 
Thorunn "Thora" married Albert Meredith. They had 

three children; Bill Meredith, Mavis Goulet and Melanie 
McPhail. 

Sylvi is single. 
Stephen married Hilda Torgerson. They had four 

children; Phillip Christie, Stephanie Bowley, Randall 
Christie and Candace Plaetinck. Stephen died in 1978. 

Melvin, a bachelor, died in 1938. 

'THE CHRISTOPHERSONS OF GRUND' 
SIGURDUR AND CAROLINE 
CHRISTOPHERSON FAMILY 

Back Row: Sigurveig, William, John and Hal/dar. Front Row: Kjartan, 
Sigurdur, Lily, Caroline and Susan. 

Sigurdur was born on July 9, 1848, at Neslondum, 
Myvatn, Iceland. His father, Kristofer Andresson died in 
1865, during a typhoid epidemic. The whole family had 
been very sick at the time and their mother, Sigurveig 
Sigurdurdottir, was unconscious and very low. A kind 
neighbour helped the three older boys bury their father. 
The eight children: Kristveig, Sigridur, Sigurjon, 
Sigurdur, Hernit, Lilja, Pjetur, and Sigurborg never 
ceased to wonder at their mother's endurance and 
courage. She worked from early morning until late at 
night, at the same time training her children to help as 
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much as possible, in order to provide them with the bare 
necessities of life. While knitting or mending, or making 
'shoes' for their feet, she would teach them to read and 
commit to memory prayers and hymns. 

Sigurdur worked for a neighbouring farmer, but wages 
were poor. Late every fall he went up the mountains 
searching for sheep that had not been found the first time 
of fall roundup. These trips were fraught with danger and 
hardship. Any sheep found so late in the fall and winter 
were equally divided between the owner (all sheep are 
marked in Iceland) and the one who found them. In this 
way he made more money than his wages. When he was 
25 years old, he managed to save enough to pay his 
passage to America. He saw it was not possible to live in 
Iceland except in poverty and he thought how much 
better it would be to live in a country where grain, fruit 
and vegetables would grow. No one from that part had 
emigrated from Iceland and everyone thought it a foolish 
move. 

A few days before Whit Sunday, 1873, he bade 
farewell to family and friends who had accompanied him 
to the seaport town of Husavik. There he boarded a small 
sailing vessel called 'Hjalmar', that was leaving for 
Norway. Among those who took. passage on the same 
boat were Gudrun and Gudfinna Aradottir (sisters of 
Skafti), and Jon Halldorson. They carried their baggage 
down into the boat and then helped to haul the boat out 
into deep water. They sailed at 10 p.m. The next morning 
the mate handed them small portions of butter and sugar 
which, he told them, must last a week. They also were 
served with bread, meat and coffee three times a day. 

The sea became rough and the girls and some of the 
men became seasick. On Whit Sunday there was a 
southwest storm with driving rain, it was difficult to 
manage the boat. At mid-day they were east of Lauganesi 
and that was the last they saw of their homeland. Two 
days later the weather was delightful and they found it 
interesting to watch a large number of whales that were 
swimming around the ship. All were in good spirits. The 
girls ventured on deck and were amused when Sigurdur 
and Jon each hemmed a handkerchief for them, but did 
not consider it fine sewing. At 1 p.m., Trinity Sunday, 
they came in sight of Norway. Upon reaching the har
bour town of Christianson, the Agent of the S.S. Co. 
arranged passage for the young Icelanders on the S.S. 
Harold. The food was much better on this ship, and 
although the days were monotonous with no 
amusements, the weather was good. On June 30,2 a.m., 
they arrived at New York. It was a dark night, but the 
city was shining with lights, the most beautiful sight 
Sigurdur had seen in his life. The young Icelanders then 
had their first taste of railway travel from New York to 
Milwaukee. From there the men set out looking for work. 
Sigurdur was hired by a farmer for $18 a month. He 
found the weather unbearably hot and found it hard to 
sleep at night; he became ill. 

In July, 1875, Skafti Arason and Krist jan Jonsson 
arrived in Milwaukee from Kinmount. They were on their 
way to Manitoba to look for land. Sigurdur joined them 
and after deciding on the Keewatin district north of 
Manitoba for the Icelandic Immigrants, the three men 
took work on the C.P .R. in East Selkirk until October 
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when the Icelanders from Kinmount joined them. 
Caroline Taylor was born May 11, 1856, the daughter 

of William Stuart Taylor and Isabella Slimmons. Her 
early childhood was spent in Kingston, Ont., later, the 
family moved to Lansing, Michigan. When Caroline was 
nine years old, her mother died, leaving five daughters. 
There followed a sad period when these five little girls in 
heavy mourning (black dresses trimmed with black crepe) 
lived with their grief-stricken father. Strangers would 
stop them on the street and ask them whom they 
mourned, and the girls would burst into tears. Carrie, in 
later years, had a strong aversion to mourning, especially 
for children. Uncle John Taylor and Aunt Elizabeth 
came to the rescue and took the girls to live with them in 
Haliburton, Ont. When their father remarried, Carrie 
and Anna returned home, Susie and Jane remained with 
their aunt and uncle, and Elizabeth married. 

The next few years saw Carrie attend high school and 
graduate as a teacher. When she was 16 her 'hair went up 
and her skirts were lowered' and she went out to teach at 
a country school. She also apprenticed as a dressmaker, 
soon becoming good at sewing and cutting out garments 
which required much tucking, ruching and gathers III 

those days. 
On a trip to visit her aunt, uncle and sisters in 

Haliburton, the last night of the journey was spent at 
Kinmount. Next morning at breakfast, the waitress drew 
her attention to the window, and looking out, she saw an 
Icelander for the first time, a beautiful young woman 
with long golden hair and pink and white complexion, 
wearing a simple blouse and dark skirt. This happened to 
be Gudney, wife of Fridjon Fridrikson. She was to 
become Carrie's lifelong friend. As she continued on her 
journey, little did Carrie realize how much this encounter 
would change her life. Her Uncle John was doing 
missionary work for the British Bible Society, and when 
she told him about the Icelanders at Kinmount, he was 
very interested and lost no time in going there to see if he 
could be of any service to them. He met Fridjon 
Fridrikson and Sigtryggur Jonasson, and was much 
impressed by the sincerity and honesty of these fine 
people. He set about helping them get financial help to 
see them through the rugged winter; provision was also 
made for a scouting party to go west in search of a more 
suitable site for settlement. 

Carrie returned to Lansing in the spring, and in the fall 
she went to Manitoba with her father, his wife and three 
children. They joined Uncle John's party at Sarnia. 
Travelling by boat, they arrived at Duluth after nine 
days, and stayed that night in a hotel. They went by train 
to Glinden and stayed all night in a roundhouse, then 
went by train to Fisher's Landing on the Red River. Here 
they went on board a riverboat, the 'International'. The 
river was very low. After nine days they reached Garry 
(Winnipeg). There they lived on a flatboat until the rest 
of the journey could be made. Here they met Dr. Schultz 
who was interested in this new colony. Here also, Carrie 
first met Sigurdur. 

Sigurdur and Carrie were married Jan. 22, 1877. 
Because the Icelandic settlement was under smallpox 
quarantine, they stood on one side of Netley Creek (the 
quarantine line) and the Metis minister stood on the other 



side. Sigurdur had taken a homestead and named it 
'Husavik', there they farmed for four years until moving 
to Argyle Municipality. Two sons were born at Husavik, 
Jon Sigurdur and William Christopher. 

In the spring of 1881, the move was made to their new 
homestead of 'Grund', NE 10-6-14 in Argyle. Their 
household effects, stove, dishes, and a precious box of 
books, were shipped to Portage la Prairie, but were lost 
in transit. They lived in a tent and Carrie cooked over a 
campfire all summer until a small one-room cabin was 
built. In 1882, a third son was born, Halldor (named for 
Halldor Briem who had married Susan Taylor). There 
were no doctors; Rebecca Johnson came from Winnipeg 
to take care of Carrie who was so sick. Four more 
children were born at Grund over the next few years. 
Those years were busy ones, their hard work would bring 
many joys and rewards, but there would be worries and 
sorrows as well. Sigurdur was on the first town council of 
Baldur, and it was Carrie who suggested the name for the 
town. 'Carrie Ave.' was named for her. Both took an 
active part in community life. Their doors were always 
open to friends and strangers. Many families would stay 
with them or on Sigurdur's pre-emption (Little Baldur) 
until they could get their own homes built. One day a 
prairie fire came racing toward the farmyard. Every hand 
was needed to fight it. A spot that was burned off was 
selected and the baby Sigurveig was wrapped in a blanket 
and left on the spot, while Carrie helped to beat out the 
fire, then rushed back to find her baby safe. A few years 
later they lost their nine year old daughter, Lilja, to 
appendicitis. 

A longer log house was built, with a lean-to built the 
full length for the store and post office which they had at 
Grund. (The post office was there until the late 1920's.) 
Sigurdur went to Iceland as an immigration agent. On 
one of these trips he was gone almost a year. This was an 
anxious time for Carrie with so much responsibility. 
When he returned he brought a large party of settlers, 
many of them his brothers, sisters, young cousins, and 
his little mother Sigurveig, who although she was blind, 
was so cheerful and happy to be in America. She was 
interested in the big oak trees, and was delighted when 
she was taken to the garden and she felt the size of the 
pumpkins and other vegetables. She lived only a short 
time. In 1893, three weeks after her arrival she passed 
away at the age of 80. Her funeral was held outdoors. 
The grounds were crowded with people, many of them 
just over from Iceland and still wearing their Icelandic 
shawls and caps. 

A new house was built in 1896; in 1904 a large barn. 
Sigurdur continued much colonization work, making 
more trips back to Iceland, and also some into the Swan 
River area of Manitoba. He had also built up a real estate 
and insurance business, with Carrie working as his 
secretary, well able to carryon his business when he was 
away. 

In 1903, Sigurdur was finally struck down by ill health 
and was confined to bed for months. The following 
winter he suffered a relapse, so on his doctor's advice, he 
and Carrie travelled to the west coast. She never thought 
that she was leaving her home for good and would be 
called to 'pioneer' once more, but that's exactly what 

happened. On a previous trip, Sigurdur had bought a 
piece of land on the seaside. One day when the west coast 
climate had made him stronger, they walked up to this 
property, a beauty spot with an overgrown orchard, they 
fell in love with it. Sigurdur began clearing the brush and 
soon had a site cleared for a small house. They named it 
'ltriness', the name of his parents' farm in Iceland. As at 
Grund, their doors were always open. Many old friends 
stopped for a visit; new friends and neighbours never 
failed to call if passing by; some of their children moved 
west to live near them, and so they spent their last years 
happily at Itriness. Sigurdur died on Easter Day, March 
27, 1921. Carrie died on Dec. 9, 1923. The day of her 
funeral was like a summer day, sunny and warm, 'just 
like Carrie's character', it was said. Both are buried in the 
Grund Cemetery here in Argyle Municipality. 

Sigurdur and Carrie had seven children. 
Jon Sigurdur rented his father's farm until he and his 

wife, Vala, moved to British Columbia. 
William Christopher married Kristin Jonsdottir; and 

they farmed NE 33-5-14, later his father's farm. They 
had two sons. 

Dori was the third child of Sigurdur and Carrie, born 
in Argyle in 1882. In 1912 he married Ranka Johnson, 
only daughter of Sigmundur and Sophia Johnson of 
Argyle. Dori entered the business world soon after his 
marriage and moved to Vancouver, B.C. He was the 
manager of Martin-Senour Paints department at 
McLennan and McFeely's in that city. Ranka and Dori 
had one son, William (Bill). Ranka died in 1929, and Bill 
stayed with his aunt Veiga Dawe until Dori re-married 
Leslie Cole. Dori and Leslie lived at Crescent from the 
late forties on, and Dori commuted to his work in 
Vancouver. Dori passed away in 1954, and Leslie in 1962. 

Sigurveig Veiga, the fourth child and oldest daughter 
of Sigurdur and Carrie, was born in 1884. Veiga 
graduated from Baldur High School, then completed her 
teacher's training at Winnipeg Normal and Brandon 
Collegiate. Veiga's first school was at Hola, in Argyle. 
She moved to British Columbia prior to WWI and 
continued a very successful teaching career in Mud Bay, 
New Westminster, and in Prince Rupert, where she met 
and married Thomas Dawe in 1922. Veiga and Tom 
moved to Veiga's family home in British Columbia in 
1927. Into the late forties, Veiga continued to do sub
stitute teaching. She took a very active part in P. T .A. and 
served two years on the Surrey School Board. Tom and 
Veiga are cherished for their love of neighbours and 
particularly children. Veiga passed away in 1963, 
predeceased by Tom in 1960. 

Scratched in a window pane in the kitchen at Grund IS 
the name "Susie". Who was she? Susie was born on Jan. 
7, 1886, in the small log house at Grund. She was the fifth 
child to be born to Sigurdur and Caroline 
Christopherson. She was the little girl who used to ride 
about the rolling fields on her Icelandic pony "Geysir". 
She would stand on the back of her little pony while she 
dreamed of joining the circus. She was the little girl who 
walked to school at Hola each day with her brothers and 
sisters, stopping briefly at the farm by the big hill where 
they were joined by the Baldwin children, and she was the 
one who walked close behind the Baldwin boys because 
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"they were so tall and big they broke the cold winter 
wind!". She knew the worry and concern when her 
parents rushed her young sister Lilja to Winnipeg for an 
appendicitis operation, and she knew the dull ache of 
sorrow when her parents returned from Winnipeg alone. 
Susie was 18 when her father's health forced her parents 
to move to British Columbia. She remained at Grund to 
help her brothers with the farm. The "Baldur Gazette" 
announced her "marriage was to take place on Monday, 
Jan. 15, 1906, at 11:30 AM in the Icelandic Lutheran 
Church, Grund, to Ingi G. Brynjolfson. One hundred 
and fifty invitations had been issued". The following 
"Gazette" published that the wedding had been duly 
celebrated and extended good wishes to the young 
couple. It also mentions that on Sunday evening a 
farewell supper was tendered Miss Christopherson by the 
young people of the district, being held in the Good 
Templars' Hall. Susie lived her early married years in 
Winnipeg where Ingi was a contractor. Each summer she 
bundled up her six children; Inga, Caroline, Wilfred, 
Ernest, Thordis and Gladys, to spend two glorious weeks 
with her brother Will and his wife Stina at Grund and 
camped out at Skalbreid. One summer in the late 1930's, 
she camped out again in a small cabin deep in an oak 
bluff north of Baldur with two lifelong friends, Veiga 
Sveinson and Emma Eggertson, recalling girlhood 
memories. Susie and Ingi moved their family to Chicago 
sometime in the 1920's where they spent the rest of their 
lives. There still would be many trips back to Grund for 
her love for her home town was strong to the end. She 
remained a Canadian citizeh. This, then, was "Susie", 
the excited young woman, who in a moment of mischief, 
scratched her name in the window at Grund with her 
engagement ring to see if it truly was a "real" diamond. 
Kjartan married Gudrun (Rooney) Stoneson. 
Lilja Sigurborg died at the age of nine years in 1901. 

JOHN AND V ALA CHRISTOPHERSON 
FAMILY 

John, Vala andfamily. 
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John Sigurdur was the eldest child born to Sigurdur 
and Carrie Christopherson at Husavik, Keewatin, in 
1877. He moved with his parents to Argyle three years 
later. John attended Hola School and later went to 
Winnipeg Business College. John farmed at the family 
home in Grund. 

In 1907, he married Valgerdur, born in 1884 to John 
and Gudrun Thordarson of Glenboro. Following their 
wedding they took a trip west to visit Carrie and Sigurdur 
at Crescent Beach, B.C. The mild coastal climate of 
British Columbia attracted them to move to the Crescent 
area in 1912. By this time, three sons had been born to 
them at the Grund home: Donald, later married Bertha 
Loftson; Alvin, married Edith Ireland; and John 
Sigurdur Jr., married Grace Smith. Other children 
followed: a fourth son, Haldor, married Edna Lake; and 
three daughters, Caroline, married Luke Humer; Evelyn, 
married Bert Ruccius; and Kathleen, married Art Carver. 
Haldor passed away in 1951, and Kathleen in 1978. 
'Kassie' was predeceased by her husband Art in 1977. 

John's work included farming and construction. 
Latterly, he helped Vala in the management of a suc
cessful pie industry, Vala and her sister having bravely 
ventured into pie-making in the early thirties. They made 
their home in Vancouver until John passed away in 1949. 
Vala moved with Carrie to Crescent, and passed away in 
1975. 

Sharing interests in political, community and social 
affairs, John and Val a were a devoted couple to their 
church and family. 

Luke and Carrie Humber live in Grandfather Sigur
dur's original home at Crescent. 

Vala and John's family have grown to include 9 
grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren and maintain 
close, traditional family ties. 

KJARTAN AND ROONEY 
CHRISTOPHERSON F AMIL Y 

Kjartan (Kay) was born on Nov. 17, 1888 at Grund, 
and was the youngest son of Sigurdur and Caroline 
Christopherson. He took most of his education at Hola 
and later farmed with his father and brothers at Grund. 

When his parent's moved to British Columbia, he 
moved out there with them. There he met Gudrun 
(Rooney) Thorsteinson (Stoneson), and they were 
married in the spring of 1914. Kay continued working for 
a wholesale company in Vancouver until 1920, when he 
and Rooney decided to move back to Manitoba. Kay 
came late in the fall, and Rooney and the four children 
arrived the following spring. They rented the Bile's farm 
for a year before buying NW 6-6-13. In 1930, they moved 
to a farm near Belmont (Bob Campbell's) for a year. 
They then moved to the Catteuw farm at Baldur. 
Rooney's family had moved to San Francisco and were 
urging Kay and Rooney to move out there. Lome, the 
eldest son, left in 1932, and Kay and Rooney and the rest 
of the family, left in 1936, for San Francisco, where Kay 
built up a real estate business and worked at it until his 
retirement. 

Their children, Lilja, Lome, Ted, Caroline, Sig, 



Henry, Eileen, Dorothy and Bill, were blessed with the 
gift of music. Rooney played the organ and the piano and 
had a good singing voice. These talents were passed on to 
her children. With her encouragement, two of the girls, 
Eileen and Dorothy, made a name for themselves in Los 
Angelos and San Francisco, both singing in musicals and 
Eileen playing the part of Jeannie in the movie, "I Dream 
of Jeanne", the story of Stephen Foster. Lome, a winner 
of singing trophies at an early age in Boys and Girls Club 
fairs, chose not to take up singing professionally. 

Rooney passed away in 1963, and Kay in 1969. Lilja 
and Ted have both passed away since then. Caroline is 
living in Connecticut. Lorne is in construction business 
and is presently living in Los Angeles. Henry is carrying 
on his father's business and Sig and Bill work with him. 
All live in San Francisco, as do Eileen and Dorothy. 

WILLIAM AND KRISTIN 
CHRISTOPHERSON 

FAMILY 

William at back, Dori, John and Stina. 

William Christopher Christopherson was born at 
Husavik, Man. near Gimli on March 1, 1879. He came to 
Grund at the age of two with his parents and his older 
brother John in the spring of 1881. He attended Hecla 
School and worked at home on the farm. He bought the 
NE 33-5-14 by Jones Lake, near Grund, where he built a 
shanty, barn and hen house. On May 29, 1899, he 
married Kristin J onsdottir . 

Kristin was born in Iceland, on April 18, 1880. She 
came to Canada in 1893. She was a quiet, gentle person 
with a beautiful personality. Together she and Will ran a 
prosperous farming operation at Grund with their son, 
John. They were rich in hospitality. It was always a 
favourite place for relatives to come 'home' to Grund. 
She helped with the Grund Post Office and enjoyed 
errands or getting around with her horse and buggy. She 
was a member of the Dorcas Society, which was 
established by a group of young girls and women during 

WWI, to send parcels and knitting to the soldiers who 
had gone overseas from the district. Later she joined the 
Frelsis Lutheran Ladies Aid of which she was a staunch, 
faithful member the rest of her days. 

Will's parents moved to the west coast and the oldest 
son, John, stayed at Grund to manage the farm. In 1912, 
John and his wife, Vala and three boys sold out and 
moved to the west coast. It was at this time, Will and 
Kristin and son Johnny, aged 10, moved to Grund and 
rented the farm from his father. After his father Sigurdur 
passed away in 1921, Will bought the Grund farm from 
the estate. Will took an active interest in community 
affairs and politics. He was a member of the Municipal 
Council of Argyle for many years, served as a school 
trustee, member of Frelsis Lutheran Church Board, Pool 
Elevator Board and was a cattle shipper for years. He was 
post master at Grund Post Office until it was abolished in 
the late twenties. Will passed away on Sept. 28, 1941. 

After her husband's death, Kristin continued to live at 
Grund with her son and daughter-in-law, who now had 
taken over the farm. She now became more involved with 
Sunday School work, serving as its superintendent. She 
also spent time at Sunrise Lutheran Summer Camp for 
young people at Husavik, near Gimli. She was a capable 
'house mother' and enjoyed this work very much. 

During WWII her knitting needles were never idle, 
knitting for the Red Cross to send to Canadian men 
overseas. Her granddaughter has, and cherishes, the Red 
Cross Pin her grandma was awarded for her work during 
the war. She passed away on Nov. 24, 1946. 

Will and Kristin were blessed with two sons: Halldor 
(Dori) who was born on Sept. 23, 1900; and John 
William, who was born on Sept. 29, 1902. Dori died in 
1912. 

JOHN AND LAURA CHRISTOPHERSON 
FAMILY 

John and Laura. 

John William, son of Mr. and Mrs. W.e. 
Christopherson, was born on Sept. 29, 1902, in the 
Grund district at NE 33-5-14. He attended Mimir School 
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until at the age of 10, he moved to Grund with his 
parents. Then he attended Hola School. He quit school 
during WWI to work on the land. Here he farmed, 
initially with his father and later, on his own. 

On May 29, 1933, John and Laura were married. 
Laura's parents were Hannes and Margret Anderson of 
Wynyard, Sask., where she grew up. She was born Feb. 
12, 1910, attended Harvard Country School, Wynyard 
School and at Winnipegosis, Man. 

John and Laura's first home was on the farm by Jones' 
Lake NE 33-5-14. It is a beautiful spot and they enjoyed 
their brief stay there. They brought in an unfinished 
three-room bungalow, with a screened-in verandah at 
both front and back and painted it inside and out. The 
house was set in the oak bluff, east of John's parents' 
house. 

Much of their furniture was old, discarded pieces 
found in granaries at Grund, such as the old parlour 
settee chairs they cleaned, polished, and recovered in 
floral chintz. 

For their kitchen, they brought in the old homemade 
cupboard with a hutch, made by John's great-grandpa, 
William Taylor. After cleaning and scrubbing, they 
painted it. With Grandma Holmfridur's clock on the top 
shelf of the hutch, along with pretty plates and vases it 
looked quite nice. In another corner, they stacked apple 
boxes, one on top of another until they had two high 
cupboards side by side. Laura made frilly curtains for the 
window out of yellow and white checked gingham and 
one to match over the front of the apple box cupboards. 
They found a dropleaf table and a few sturdy chairs, 
painted them and placed them under the window with a 
view of the lake, through the oak bluff full of wildlife 
and birds. 

In the winter months, a trip to town by sleigh for mail 
and groceries was made once a week. There were always 
plenty of apple boxes, and a column in the 'weekly' farm 
papers featured patterns and directions for articles to 
make from them. Laura began her winter hobby, tracing 
patterns onto the boards with saw and fret saw. In those 
days the wood in these boxes was fairly good. John was 
not impressed with her workmanship so he took over. 
Together, John and Laura made plant stands, a magazine 
rack, knick-knack corner shelves, bird houses. Laura was 
very proud of their work, and these items lasted for 
years. Two orange crates, with a board across the top and 
a frilly, flowered organdy skirt served as a dressing table 
for a little girl's room. A mirror was purchased to hang 
on the wall above. As a cold storage box, John got an old 
gasoline drum, cut the top out and dug it into the ground 
in a well shaded spot near the back door. This served as a 
cooler for left over foods, milk, butter. Eventually the 
family moved into the big house. 

John was active in community affairs from childhood. 
As time passed, so did progress, with more involvement 
in community and town. For many years John was a 
trustee on the Frelsis Lutheran Church Board, a trustee 
for the Hola School District, and a member of the Pool 
Elevator Board. He was councillor in the Rural 
Municipality of Argyle, and a member of the Baldur 
Hospital Board for many years. 

John and Laura had one daughter, Donna (Mrs. 
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Norman Skardal); and one son, Robert John (Bob). 
There are six grandchildren, Stanley and Alan Skardal 
Lauren (Mrs. Gordon Jones) Gabrielle, Timothy and Jo~ 
Christopherson and one great-grandson Darrick Jones. 

Robert John (Bob) was born at Grund, July 21, 1941. 
He attended school at Hola and Baldur and subsequently 
studied agriculture at the University of Manitoba, 
receiving a B.S.A. (Honors) degree in 1963. After 
graduation he farmed in partnership with his father at 
Grund for two years before returning to the University of 
Manitoba to study for an M.Sc. degree in Animal 
Science. He worked for one year as an agricultural 
representative at The Pas and then attended the 
University of Alberta where he received a Ph.D. in 
Animal Physiology in 1971. At that time he joined the 
staff of the University of Alberta and did research on the 
Physiology of farm animals. In 1966 he married Jeannine 
M. Dumont, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel Dumont 
of Birch River, Man. They have three children: Gabrielle 
Dumont was born in Winnipeg in 1967; Timothy John 
was born in Edmonton in 1970; Jon Anthony was born in 
Bristol, England, in 1978, where they lived for one year. 
By coincidence, Jon was born in the birthplace of his 
great-great-great-grandfather, William Stuart Taylor, 
who was born in Bristol in the year 1830. 

When Laura came to Grund in 1933, she became a 
member of the Frelsis Lutheran Ladies' Aid in October 
of that year, and enjoyed the many years working with 
this very active community. As the years went by, with 
improved roads and antifreeze, the couple became more 
invovled with town activities. Before that cars, were put 
away for the winter and if people lived far from town, 
they just did not go until the warm weather arrived. 
Laura was a member of the Baldur Hospital Aid for 
several years and did a lot of sewing. When they could, 
country women enjoyed getting in to help with catering to 
banquets and serving lunches at the rink. Then there was 
the Baldur Hobbycraft Club, which Laura was involved 
with and enjoyed very much; and was also a member of 
the Baldur Lutheran Ladies' Aid. 

Grund remained the Christopherson's home until 
1972, when they moved to Baldur. John passed away on 
Jan. 6, 1981. 

SIGURJON AND HELGA 
CHRISTOPHERSON FAMILY 

Sigurjon was born on Oct. 15, 1844, and Helga 
Jonsdottir was born on July 26, 1854 in Iceland. They 
were married in 1872, and had two children, Sigurdur 
and Thorgerdur (Gerda). They immigrated to Canada in 
1893, coming to Argyle Municipality. They lived with 
Sigurjon's brother Hernit for a year before homesteading 
SE 27-5-14 in the fall of 1894. This was known as 
Sigurjon's Hill, on the Antonius farm. In 1905, Sigurjon 
and Helga moved into Baldur, living in the little house on 
Schultz Street. Sigurjon had kept a team of horses and 
was kept busy with jobs requiring their use. In the 
summer he would help farmers with haying and 
threshing. 



Standing: Sigurdur and Thorgerda. Seated: Sigurjon 
and Helga. 

In 1918, they moved to Winnipeg, where Sigurjon 
worked in the post office and they also kept a boarding 
house. Here Sigurjon passed away on Oct. 19, 1920. 
Helga made her home with Gerda and later Sigurdur, 
passing away on Oct. 19, 1934. Sigurjon and Helga are 
both buried in the Grund Cemetery. 

Sigurdur, their son, was born in Iceland on April 21, 
1876. He came to Canada with his parents. He attended 
Hecla School and then Wesley College in Winnipeg. In 
1905-1906, he attended the Theological Seminary at 
Chicago, Ill. Upon his graduation in 1909, he became a 
field missionary on behalf of the Icelandic Lutheran 
Church, serving primarily districts in northern Manitoba. 
About this time, he met Thorbjorg Jonsson, daughter of 
pioneer homesteaders Methusalem and Asa Jonsson, 
who were in fact the first Icelanders to settle in that area, 
and named their new home 'Ar-Bakki', later to become 
Arborg. Sigurdur and Thorbjorg were married at Arborg 
in 1916, and took up residence at Langruth, Man. They 
had one son, Luther, who was born on Jan. 30, 1920. 
Thorbjorg died two weeks later on Feb. lO. Around 1928, 
Sigurdur received a call to Church bridge, Sask. to serve 
congregations at Concordia, Thingvalla and Logberg. 
Sera (Rev.) Sigurdur retired from the ministry about 
1941. He moved to Winnipeg, where he passed away in 
January, 1955. 

Thorgerdur (Gerda) was born in Iceland on April 22, 
1882. She attended school at Hecla, and then took a 
dressmaker's course in Winnipeg. She set up a shop 
above Rollin's store in Baldur. Gerda accompanied her 
parents to Winnipeg in 1918, and helped with their 
boarding house and did dressmaking as well. When 
Luther's mother died in 1920, Gerda more or less 
'adopted' the child. About 1921 or 1922, Gerda, along 
with her mother Helga and Luther, took up residence in 
Glenboro, Man., where she became seamstress and 
dressmaker. Here they resided until 1926, at which time 
they moved back to Arborg, where Sigurdur had built a 
new home for them all. In 1940, Gerda and Luther 

moved to Vancouver, B.C. Gerda soon became deeply 
involved in church work and various social and charitable 
organizations. Her heart's desire was to establish an Old 
Folk's Home in Vancouver, and she was the chief in
stigator and driving force behind the eventful fulfilment 
of this long cherished dream. She hosted countless 
committee meetings, and travelled about extensively, 
even as far as Campbell River, on Vancouver Island, 
where there was a small nucleus of Icelanders living. Here 
she canvassed and created a feeling of enthusiasm and 
interest in this project. Shortly after, she tragically 
suffered a severe stroke which kept her bed-ridden until 
her death, but not before she experienced the joy and 
satisfaction of seeing her dream come true, with the 
opening of the first old folks home 'Hofn' on Osler Street 
in Vancouver. Many loving hands combined to bring her 
by ambulance and wheelchair to be in attendance and to 
partake of this joyous occasion. Gerda passed away on 
Nov. 6, 1955. 

In 1950, Luther married a girl from England, Marjorie 
Clayton, and thereafter she cared for Luther's aunt with 
as much love and devotion as any daughter could. 
Marjorie succumbed to a heart attack very suddenly in 
September, 1979 while she and her husband were 
vacationing in California. Luther continues to reside in 
Vancouver, where he has been employed by a large in
dustrial firm for the past 35 years. 

PETER AND SIGURVEIG 
CHRISTOPHERSON FAMILY 

Standing: Rosa, Peter and Sigurveig with Helgi. 

Peter was born in northern Iceland on Sept. 24, 1853, 
son of Kristofer Andresson and Sigurveig Sigur
dursdottir. He married Sigurveig Olafsdottir, who was 
born in Iceland on March 24, 1853 (her parents were 
Olafur and Rannveig Sveinbjarnarsdottir). They im
migrated to the Argyle Municipality in 1893, and bought 
SE 3-6-14 where they farmed all their lives. 

Both Peter and Sigurveig were of a quiet but jovial 
demeanor, with Peter having a tendency for mischievous 
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tricks and story-telling. When he shaved off his beard it 
changed his appearance so much that his own sister 
Sigridur didn't recognize him. His nephew Paul, who 
shared his uncle's love of a good joke, took him into the 
house and introduced him to his mother and fiance, 
Gudny, as a fellow looking for work. Explaining that he 
had hired him to help with a job on the farm, he asked 
them if they would give him something to eat. The two 
women grudgingly prepared a meal for him, talking all 
the time in Icelandic about how they thought he was just 
out to get a free meal, they were certain that he would 
quickly be on his way once he had eaten! Sure enough, as 
they watched him disappear north across the field, they 
could triumphantly tell Paul, "I told you so!" Paul never 
said a word, and it wasn't until the next day when his 
mother went over to visit her brother and sister-in-law, 
that she finally discovered the trick that had been played 
on her. 

Sigurveig had trained as a midwife in Iceland and was 
called upon many times in Argyle to help young mothers 
give birth to their tiny babies. She carried medicines and 
necessary tools in a small leather and needlepoint satchel, 
the embroidery having been done by her in 1877. 

Peter and Sigurveig had four children; Rosa, Helga, 
Helgi and Allabjorg. 

Rosa was born in July, 1882, in Iceland. She became a 
school teacher and taught at various schools in the 
district before going to teach at Stoughten, Sask., where 
she met Carl Story. They were married on Oct. 25, 1918. 
They had no children. Like her mother, Rosa was an 
active suporter of the "Kvitabundi" and spent much time 
driving about the countryside gaining support for the 
women's suffrage movement. She died Sept. 2, 1921. 

Helga was born in 1886 in Iceland, and died in 1897. 
Helgi was born on Nov. 22, 1897. He never married. 

Helgi attended Wesley College in Winnipeg, then took a 
course in drafting and surveying. He was in his third year 
when his father died, he never completed that year, but 
instead came home to take over his father's farm. He 
died in a car accident on Nov. 11, 1938. 

Allabjorg was born in 1900, she became a victim of 
polio and lived in a wheel chair for several years. She died 
in 1912. 

Peter died Nov. 25, 1922, and Sigurveig died on Jan. 
25, 1931. There are no direct descendants left. 

HERNIT CHRISTOPHERSON FAMILY 

Hernit was born on July 1, 1850, in Myvatn, Iceland, 
the third son of Kristofer Andresson and Sigurveig 
Sigurdursdottir. On July 8, 1880, he married Thora 
Sigurdurdottir (born Oct. 2, 1856). 

In 1883, they immigrated to Canada, with their young 
son Peter, leaving Iceland because of poor farming 
conditions, many hardships and no future. They stayed 
with Hernit's brother, Sigurdur and his family, at Grund 
in the R.M. of Argyle, for a year until Hernit was able to 
file for a homestead. In 1884, he acquired NW 6-6-14, 
where he built a log house and log barn and moved his 
family to their own home that year. In 1890, Hernit 
bought a second quarter of land, NE 1-6-15. 
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Thora and Hernit 

Hernit and Thora had eight children: Peter, Helga 
(died shortly after birth), Sigurjon, Hermann, Mat
thildur, Sigurdur, Jennie and Sigurdur Hermann. 

On June 14, 1897, Thora died at the age of 40, leaving 
five young children, three of her children having died at 
an early age. 

Bjorg 

On Oct. 29, 1899, Hernit married Bjorg Bjornson, 
daughter of Bjorn Bjornson and Herborg Jonsdottir. She 
was born on Aug. 23, 1864, in Vopnarfirdi, Iceland. In 
1893, Bjorg and her parents emigrated from Iceland to 
join two of her sisters in Winnipeg. The parents went on 
to Gimli and Bjorg remained in Winnipeg, where she 
worked as a tailoress, until she married Hernit. 

The land Hernit owned was mostly hills, bush and 
stones, with only 100 acres of broken land. In 1905, he 
rented three quarters of 17-6-13, which had 450 acres of 
broken land. This he worked for two years from his 
homestead. The homestead where they lived was isolated 
from the Icelandic settlement of Grund, so in 1907, 
Hernit moved his family to NW 17-6-13, which was more 
central to church, school and town, and he rented out his 
homestead. 

In 1911, Hernit bought NE 2-6-14 and W 1-6-14, from 
Hildur Thorsteinson, widow of Helgi Thorsteinson who 
had homesteaded this land in 1882. In the fall of 1911, 
the family was moved and permanently settled in the 
house located on NE 2-6-14. 



Hernit was a man with many interests and a keen desire 
to be involved in community and church activities. He 
was one of the first trustees of Mimir School and later a 
trustee of Hola School, a position he held for many 
years. He was a member of the Grund Church Board, 
and he helped establish the Icelandic Library at Grund 
and continued as an active member of this society. 

While still living in Iceland, Hernit had acquired the 
knowledge of homeopathic medicine and its use. In the 
early days he served many people in the area, where 
doctors were not readily accessible. Frequently he would 
be called out by distressed families to administer to the 
sick, especially the young, who were suffering from 
colds, grippe or pneumonia. Many hours would be spent 
at the bedside of these people until the crisis was passed. 

Bjorg was an active member of the Grund Ladies' Aid. 
She also belonged to the Hvita Bandid (white band), 
which was an organization that worked toward getting 
the right of women to vote in Manitoba. She carded and 
spun her own yarn, from the wool of the sheep raised on 
their farm. 

Hernit and Bjorg had three children: Herbert, Johann 
and Sigurveig. 

Hernit died on Aug. 18, 1928, and Bjorg on Oct. 30, 
1952. They are both buried at Grund Cemetery. 

Standing: Joe, John, Siggi and Pete. Seated: Veiga, Bjorg and Jenny. 

Peter (Pete) was born on Dec. 5, 1881, in Iceland and 
came to Canada with his parents, at the age of two. He 
received his education at Hecla School, then joined his 
father farming and continued along with his brothers 
after Hernit died. Pete's favorite pastime was whittling 
wood with a pocketknife and his finest work was scale 
models of early farm machinery. He was a member of the 
Icelandic Library Society and of the Grund Cemetery 
Board, he was caretaker of the cemetery for a number of 
years. Pete died on June 11,1963, and is buried at Grund 
Cemetery. 

Sigurjon (John) was born on Sept. 15, 1884, in the 
Grund district. He received his early education at Mimir 
School and went on to teach, with a permit, at Hola, 
Thor and in Saskatchewan. During the winter months, 
from 1902-1909, John attended Wesley College in 
Winnipeg, then studied law from 1911-1914, being ad
mitted to the bar in 1914. In 1916, he joined the Fort 

Garry Horse and served in Canada during WW II as a 
paymaster. After the war, he worked for a law firm until 
starting on his own, where he practised law in the 
Somerset Building in Winnipeg, until retirement in 1963. 
John was an avid reader, interested in many subjects and 
he taught himself to speak many languages. He died on 
April 29, 1967, and is buried at Grund Cemetery. 

Hermann was born on Oct. 6, 1886 in the Grund 
district. He died on Jan. 29, 1893, at the age of seven. 

Matthildur was born on April 29, 1889. She died at the 
age of 12, on Feb. 11, 1901. 

Sigurdur was born on April 1, 1890, and died July 1, 
1891. 

Jenny was born on June 22, 1892, in the Grund 
district. She received her education at Mimir School. She 
worked at home and at friends and neighbours, before 
her marriage to Baldur Peterson in 1935. Jennie and 
Baldur made their home in Gimli, Man., where Baldur 
was a fisherman on Lake Winnipeg, until becoming a 
plumber and working at the Air Force Base at Gimli. In 
1969, they moved to Baldur, to Jennie's family's farm. 
Baldur died on Feb. 11, 1970, and Jennie on April 20, 
1972. They are both buried at Grund Cemetery. 

Sigurdur Hermann (Siggi) was born on Nov. 4, 1894 in 
the Grund district. He received his education at Mimir, 
Frey and Hola schools. He farmed all his life with his 
brothers. His favorite pastime was reading and he 
belonged to the Icelandic Library Society. Siggi, though 
reserved, had a good sense of humor, he was known, on 
occasion, to have slipped a little brandy into the coffee of 
his older brother, an abstainer, and enjoy this enor
mously. He remained a bachelor, but was a doting uncle 
to his nieces. He died on Feb. 11, 1967, and is buried at 
Grund Cemetery. 

Herbert Thorarinn (Herb) was born on Aug. 2, 1900, 
in the Grund district. He received his education at Frey 
and Hola schools. He married Emily Isberg. (See Herb 
Christopherson Family). 

Johann Bjorn (Joe) was born on Aug. 5, 1903 in the 
Grund district. He received his education at Hola School, 
then joined the family, farming. He was a member of the 
Hola School Board for 20 years, until the closing of the 
school, in 1953. He was also a favorite Santa Claus at 
Hola for many years. He was a member of Grund Church 
Board and Grund Cemetery Board and has been the 
custodian of the Grund Church since the Historical 
Society took it over in 1975. He was a long time member 
of the Baldur Curling Club. Joe's interests have included 
politics, debating, history, reading and he is well-known 
for his art of story-telling, having a story (or many 
stories) for any occasion. Like his father, Joe has always 
been interested in people, helping them in many ways. 
Although he never married, he is like a second father to 
Herb's daughters, who spent a great deal of their 
childhood on "the farm", and still return today as 
returning home. Joe retired from active farming in 1976, 
though he kept sheep, which were his pride and joy, until 
1979. He still resides on the home farm. 

Sigurveig (Veiga) Matthildur was born on Dec. 22, 
1905, in the Grund district. She received her education at 
Hola School. She worked at the Bay in Winnipeg for a 
while, then at home. She married Chris Helgason in 1933. 
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(See Chris Helgason Family). 
In 1940, Gudrun Isfeld, daughter of Kjarten and Borga 

Isfeld, came to the Christopherson farm to work for the 
family as a hired girl, and she has remained with the 
family to this day. Warmly known as "Gooney", her 
motherliness and caring nature are well-known in the 
hearts of many people, young and old, in the area. She 
has a unique talent for recalling events and people of the 
past and relating these stories in an enjoyable and in
teresting way. Her interests, other than people, include 
making quilts (using the wool from the sheep raised on 
the farm), baking tertas, knitting, crocheting, reading 
and serving coffee to the many visitors. 

The Christopherson farm is well-known for its warm 
hospitality. The door is always "open", the coffee pot 
on, and everyone is warmly welcomed, to enjoy a time of 
reminiscing and fellowship. 

HERBERT AND EMILY 
CHRISTOPHERSON FAMILY 

Herb and Emily on their wedding day. 

Herbert Thorarinn was the son of Hernit and Bjorg 
Christopherson. Upon leaving school, Herbie worked at 
home on the farm. During the winter of 1916-1917, he 
attended the Manitoba Agricultural College and the 
winter of 1919-1920, attended Success Business College. 
For a two-year period, 1923 and 1924, he worked at 
Kandahar, Sask.,. on the farm of his cousin, Siggi 
Gudnason. In 1925, he went to work as a mechanic, for 
Eyki Anderson in his garage in Baldur. He remained with 
the Anderson Bros. garage until 1945, with the exception 
of one year, which he spent with the Anderson Bros. 
garage in Glenboro. In 1945, he started his own business, 
Baldur Implements, a repair shop and dealership for 
International Harvester, which he operated until his 
death in 1960. 

In his early years, an avid interest of Herbie's was in 
the new invention, the radio. In 1922, he acquired the 
necessary parts and assembled the first radio in the 
district, following an intense study of pamphlets and 
information regarding radios. The radio signal was 
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brought in by a wire strung between two towers. Each 
tower was built in an ingenious way, utilizing four by 
fours and two by fours, assembled in three sections, to 
the height of 40 feet. Ropes and pulleys were used to raise 
the wire between the two towers, a distance of 50 feet. In 
raising the towers, the top sections were joined by 
standing on a "very fully loaded" hay rack. The radio 
was equipped with two headphones, as there were no 
speakers. People would come from many miles, to take 
part in this phenomenal event. To their amazement they 
would clearly pick up transmissions from such places as 
Cincinnati, Chicago and Salt Lake City, plus Winnipeg. 
The people wearing the headphones would say, in their 
amazement, "Are you hearing the same as I am!" 
Following this, Herbie built many more radios for family 
and friends and later became an agent for Marconi 
radios. 

On Sept. 16, 1935, Herbie married Emily Isberg, 
daughter of Beggi and Borga Isberg. They had four 
daughters: Marguerite, Dorothy, Patricia and Con
stance. 

Herbie had many interests, among them, he was an 
avid reader, enjoyed taking part in debates and 
discussions on many topics, handcrafting articles from 
wood, photography and politics. He had been a member 
of the Young People's Society, Baldur curling club and 
the Oddfellows. Herbie died suddenly on Aug. 3, 1960. 

Among Emily's interests, besides her family, are 
sewing, knitting, reading and music. She belonged to the 
Young People's Society and the Lutheran Ladies' Aid, 
and is a member of the Lutheran Church and choir. She 
worked in the Baldur Hospital for over 22 years, in the 
laundry and housekeeping departments, and for many 
years as a nurses' aide, retiring in March, 1979. In 1965, 
Emily married Donald J. Craik. They farmed near 
Greenway, and are now retired and living in Baldur. 

Connie, Pat, Dorothy and Marguerite. 

Marguerite Corinne was born on Feb. 18, 1936. She 
received her education at Baldur School and then worked 
in the Baldur Telephone Office. On Nov. 14, 1953, she 
married Tryggvi Johnson Jr. They had two children: 
Carol and Rick. (See Tryggvi Johnson Jr. History). 



Dorothy Carol was born on Aug. 14, 1939. She at
tended Baldur School, from there going to St. Boniface . 
School of Nursing, where she graduated in 1960. She 
worked in various locations in Canada, U.S.A., and 
Germany and is presently working as Staff Developement 
Co-ordinator at Tache Nursing Centre in Winnipeg. 
Dorothy is actively involved in church activities and 
furthering her education. She has many interests and 
enjoys reading, handiwork and music. 

Patricia Colleen was born on March 17, 1943. She 
attended Baldur School and then worked for T. Eaton 
Co. in Winnipeg, until her marriage to Alan Dearsley in 
1962. (See Alan Dearsley History). 

Constance Thora (Connie) was born on Feb. 16, 1950. 
She attended Baldur School, Morden Collegiate and 
Scientific School of Hairdressing. In 1968, she married 
Denis Rocan of Somerset, Man. They have two children: 
Shaun James Maurille, born on Dec. 10, 1972; and Shian 
Kristian Johanna, born on July 20, 1974. Denis and 
Connie lived in various places until 1976, when they 
moved to Somerset, where Denis operates his own 
trucking business. Connie is involved in the art club, 
curling, figure skating, church activities and other 
community affairs. 

The family all belonged to the Lutheran Church, the 
children attending Sunday School and becoming con
firmed members of the church. Many Icelandic customs 
and foods have been passed down through the 
generations and are still being enjoyed by the family 
today. 

VICTOR AND MARION CLAEYS 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Astrid, Carniel, Orner and Albert. Front Row: Marion, Roy 
and Victor. 

Victor came to Canada from Belgium in 1925. In 1926, 
Marion Hooft followed and they were married in 
Bruxelles on Feb. 16, 1926. 

In 1948, they purchased the Oli Stefanson farm, 9-6-
13, which they moved to in 1949 with their five children. 

Mrs. Gerard Wytinck, lives in St. Alphonse. She and 
her husband have three boys and one girl. 

Roy resides in Winnipeg with his three children, one 
boy and two girls. 

Omar of Glenboro had one boy and one girl whose life 
was lost in a car accident in June, 1973. 

Camiel has one daughter and was councillor in the 
R.M. of Argyle for Ward 5 for seven years prior to his 
moving to Erickson. 

Victor passed away in March, 1972, and was 
predeceased by Marion in September, 1956. 

Albert Claeys was born in Manitoba on Nov. 6, 1928. 
Albert farmed with his parents on 9-6-13 (formerly 
owned by Oli Stephenson) which Victor bought in 1946. 
Irene was born on Dec. 26, 1932, on SE 1-6-13 in the 
municipality of Argyle. She is the daughter of Maurice 
Van Damme from Wevelgem, Belgium and Idalia De 
Blaere from Wyngene, Belgium. Irene lived and worked 
on the farm with her parents until 1950 when they retired 
to Cypress River, where Irene did odd jobs. Albert and 
Irene were married on April 8, 1953. They farmed on the 
farm north of Cypress River formerly owned by Albert's 
father. They raised four boys, Donald, Norman, Gordon 
and Eric. 

JOHN AND SARAH CLARK 
FAMILY 

Standing: Jack, Hannah, Ada and Sidney. Seated: John, Hannah with 
Walter on her knee and Edwin seated on grass. Picture taken in 1892. 

John Clark Sr., better known as Grandfather Clark, 
came to America in 1880, with his wife Sarah and grown 
family. Among them was John Clark Jr., Walter Clark's 
father. John Clark Jr. married Hannah Augusta 
Wanstall in England. John and Hannah had two children 
before he left for America. 

In 1882, Hannah and the two children, Ada and 
Sidney, joined John Jr. in the sod-roofed home he had 
built for them on SE 16-4-14. Over the years, five more 
children were born. 

In March of 1884, when John Clark Sr. was helping 
Fred Stevens move his furniture from Jim Graham's 
farm in the Neelin valley, the team ran away and John Sr. 
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was killed. Then Sarah came to live with John Jr. She 
smoked a pipe to ease the pain of continual toothaches 
and it was Walter's delight, as a little boy, to light her 
pipe. Sarah passed away in 1895. Both John Sr. and 
Sarah were buried beside the house on their own 
homestead, but in later years, their remains were interred 
in Argyle Cemetery and a tombstone erected. 

John Clark Jr. farmed until 1912, on the original 
homestead, in spite of Hannah gradually becoming 
crippled with arthritis and practically living in a 
wheelchair. It was generally Walter's duty to carry her 
wherever she wished to go. She and Walter always went 
to Rosehill School to attend the Methodist services. She 
was a friend to everyone in Rosehill and Baldur districts 
and, Walter, being the youngest, had very fond memories 
of his mother. 

Their family of seven were: Ada, Sidney, Hannah, 
Jack, Edwin, Walter and Agnes. 

Ada, born in England in 1877, became a school 
teacher. 

Sidney taught at Stonewall, then went on to obtain his 
degree in agriculture. He married and had two daughters. 
He is buried in Burnaby, B.C. 

Hannah Isobel was a teacher for many years and 
married William J. Tisdale, brother of Dr. J. Tisdale, 
who practised in Baldur. Hannah and William were 
married in the sod-roofed log house and were buried in 
Winnipeg. 

Jack was born in 1886, and he, too, became a teacher 
in spite of a struggle with a speech impediment. After 
serving in the war, he entered medical school and, after 
graduation, established a practice at Gravelbourg, Sask. 
Jack and his wife, Betty, retired to Vancouver and are 
both deceased. 

Edwin Harrison was born in 1888, and he too, 
followed his sisters and brothers in education, Rosehill, 
Brandon and teachers' college. He did not teach many 
years until he returned to university and obtained his 
degree in dentistry. He served in the war and then set up 
practice in Minnedosa, where he was an alderman and 
later mayor of the town. He also retired to British 
Columbia and is buried there. 

Walter was born July 17, 1890, then the youngest 
child, Agnes Ruth.. Walter was not a very strong 
youngster, troubled with a weak stomach and dreadful 
headaches. In 1895, a prairie fire, set carelessly by a 
neighbour, swept across the land. Walter and sister 
Agnes were locked in the log house while the others 
fought the fire. They saved the livestock by putting the 
animals out in a 15-acre field of summerfallow with 
seven-year-old Edwin ordered to keep them there. The 
livestock barn and one haystack were saved, but the 
family lost their harvested grain, most of the hay and all 
their garden food. (See Walter Clark history). 

Agnes Ruth became a nurse. She never married and 
eventually practised nursing in the States; she passed 
away in Everett, Washington. 

WALTER AND TERESSA CLARK FAMILY 

Walter was born July 17, 1890, to John Clark J r. and 
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Hanna Clark. Walter received a Grade IX education, 
became a farmer and took over the Clark holdings. 

On Nov. 27, 1912, Walter married Teressa Caroline 
Porter and had a honeymoon of two weeks in Winnipeg. 
They settled into Walter's family home and had a large 
acreage to farm. They had some very good years. 

Standing: Orville, Lyall, Elva, !la. Seated: Teressa and Walter, taken 
on their 60th wedding anniversary, 1972. 

Their family began in 1915, with a daughter, Madge 
Teressa, whose early passing in 1930 from pneumonia 
brought great sorrow to the family. This death in the 
home, with hospitals so many miles away, urged Walter 
to establish a hospital in Baldur. Four more children were 
born to Walter and Teressa:, Walter Lyall:, Orville 
Ernest:, Elva Marie and Ila Caroline. All these children 
attended Rosehill School. 

Walter and Teressa moved to Baldur in the 1940's 
where Walter built a garage and had the Case agency. 

During his years on the farm and in town Walter served 
as Reeve of R.M. of Argyle for 18 years. During this time 
his dream of a local hospital was realized. In 1955, 
Walter won the Liberal seat in the Campbell Government 
which he represented until 1957 for Mountain Con
stituency. 

Walter and Teressa enjoyed many retirement years in 
their own home on Second Street until Teressa's death in 
July of 1979. Walter spent some time with his daughters 
in British Columbia before returning to Baldur where he 
is presently enjoying life at 93 years in the Baldur Per
sonal Care Home. He is still writing his book "Clark 
Memoirs". 

Walter Lyall was born in 1919. He took a two-year 
course in agriculture and married Mary Myrdal of 
Baldur. Lyall served in the R.C.A.F. as a mechanic in 
WWII. After his discharge, Lyall and Mary bought NE 
15-5-14, in 1945, and rented the adjoining quarter. Their 
family of Sharon and Garry made the third generation to 
attend Rosehill School. Lyall moved his family to 
Portage la Prairie in 1957, where he worked as parts 
manager at Smith's Motors. Sharon is a graduate nurse 
and married Paul Gladstone in 1967. Garry married 



Margaret Gordichuk in 1964, and they have two 
daughters, Mary Anne and Joanne. Garry is claims 
supervisor for Autopac. 

Orville Ernest was born in 1921. In 1941, he married 
Margaret Ramage and farmed 35-4-14. They had four 
children: Edwin Ernest, Roger Lloyd, Dwight Elwood 
and Bonnie Louise. Orville had a gravel trucking business 
in the mid-1940's and also worked with Walter in the 
Case garage. The polio epidemic of 1952 brought tragedy 
to this young family when Margaret died in January of 
1953. In 1956, Orville married Patricia Boyle of 
Stonewall. They moved to Calgary, where Orville runs 
his own garage and Pat operates an auditor's service. 
They have two children, Shannon and Kerry. All these 
grandchildren are married. Edwin married Marlene 
Lambkin and their childred are Jacqueline and Sheldon. 
Roger married Marge Inch and their children are Debbie 
and Jeffrey. Dwight married Linda Kusick and they have 
Carol Ann and Dwaine. Bonnie married Rex Williams 
and their children are Jay and Kimberley. Shannon was 
married in 1979, and Kerry is married and has a little 
daughter. 

Elva Marie was born in 1943. Elva had trouble with her 
hearing and started two years late to Rosehill School. 
When the family moved to Baldur she became an ex
cellent student. Elva worked for Great West Life for a 
number of years. She married Ralph Coyston in 1954. 
They have four children: Corrinne Florence, Sandra 
Lynn, Clark Anthony and Mona Leanne. In 1966, the 
family moved to Penticton, B.C., where Ralph works for 
Cumming-Jamieson Insurance, and Elva has her agent's 
licence with Battison Insurance. 

Ila Caroline was born in 1935. She attended Rosehill 
School and Baldur Consolidated. Ila worked for the 
Manitoba Telephone System. In 1956, she married 
George Ward. They lived in Winnipeg, then farmed on 
15-4-14, from 1962-1969, as well as owning and running a 
school bus. George obtained work in the Okanagan 
Valley, and, in 1971, Ila and the three daughters followed 
him. Their daughters are: Teressa Colleen, Gerri-Lynn, 
and Vicki Lorraine. George has worked steadily in wood
product mills and Ila has completed 25 years of telephone 
service. Upon her retirement, George and Ila have re
located to Okanagan Falls to run a camp ground on Lake 
Skaha. They have one grandson, Walter. Teressa, also 
known as Terrie, is living in Brandon, and is employed at 
Canadian Steel Tank Ltd. Gerri-Lynn married Jim 
Krupalo and is living in Flin Flon, where she is employed 
at the Flin Flon Mine Office. Vickie is employed with the 
Bank of Commerce and living in Edmonton, Alta. 

WILLIAM AND MARY CLARK F AMIL Y 

William and Mary Clark and their three children; 
Hannah, aged eight; Jack, aged three; and Sarah, aged 
one; came to Canada from England on July 12, 1880. 
They came from Emerson with oxen and wagon loaded 
with their supplies, clothes, and belongings. Mary Clark 
was said to be the third white woman to cross the 
Pembina River. They homesteaded NW 12-4-14. They 

William and Mary Clark, two oj the 
Municipality's earliest pioneers. 

lived in a tent until they built their log house. 
William Clark's father and mother, three brothers and 

one sister came around the same time. Another sister 
came later. William Clark's father, John Clark, was 
killed on the Neelin hill while driving with a team and 
wagon in March, 1884, at the age of 55. His mother 
Sarah, passed away in 1895, at the age of 69. 

Their farm was in the Wigton School District. They 
started a school in 1880, in a home until the first school 
was built in 1882. William Clark was on the school board 
for a number of years. 

William would go to Emerson for supplies and it would 
usually take about a week for these trips. Mary Clark, 
who was a small woman never weighing more than 100 
pounds, walked to a store known as Asher's Store about 
two miles south and one and a half miles west. She often 
carried a 50 pound bag of flour back and had to cross the 
creek with the bag on her back. 

William and Mary had five more children after they 
arrived in Argyle. Willie was born in 1883; Joe was born 
in 1885; Rachel was born in 1887; Harry was born in 
1889; and Herb was born in 189l. 

The trail from the Rock Lake and Glenora area went 
through the Clark's back yard and Mary Clark was noted 
for always having a cup of tea or a slice of homemade 
bread or toast for both white people and the Indians that 
dropped in. Mary never feared the Indians and had as 
many as 25 stop by in one day for a visit. She was 
honoured one day when the Indians brought their 'queen' 
in a special rig to meet the Mrs. Clark who was so 
friendly to the Indians. 

Mary worked very hard, and as William was often 
away for supplies or working, she was left with the 
menial household chores. One morning while she was 
cutting wood, a man stopped by and asked if he could 
help her with the job. She knew him to be a horse thief 
and politely refused, saying that her husband would be 
home soon, even though she knew him to be gone for 
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several days. That night she put a spoon in her door, 
fearing that the man would be back, but he never came. 

When William and Mary first lived in Argyle, there 
were no doctors and nurses around. When the time came 
for her fourth child (the first one in Argyle) to be born, 
William recruited the aid of two Indian women who lived 
near the shores of Rock lake. They made her drink hot 
tea which they made from some herbs which they had 
brought with them. Mary always claimed that that was 
the easiest childbirth she ever had. 

Most of the pioneers had many hardships to contend 
with. William and Mary lost their first home in a fire and 
had to live in a hole in the side of a hill until they were 
able to build another log house. One of their children was 
born in this hole. They lost the roof of their house in 
wind storm, and another time lost their hay, and after a 
hard struggle, managed to save their home. 

Once, Mary, accompanied by two of her sons and one 
granddaughter, visited an Indian encampment on a 
Hudson Bay quarter. The Indians were on their annual 
trek from Swan Lake to Belcourt in the United States. 
They saw over 150 tents pitched in the area and the In
dian women were busy preparing the evening meal of 
bannock and roasted gophers. Willie Clark had met and 
dealt with some of the Indians before and the chief of the 
tribe came over to talk to them. 

William and Mary Clark never left their original 
homestead and later they bought some more land. Mary 
Clark, who had been born in 1847, passed away in 1928. 
William Clark, who had been born in 1847, passed away 
in 1932. 

William and Mary had eight children. 
Hannah married Will Rogers and had three girls; 

Minnie, May, and Florence. She later married Mr. 
Honeyford and had one son, Stanley. Hannah passed 
away in 1958. 

Sarah married Will Reid and had four girls; Gladys, 
Marjorie, Myrtle, and Elsie. Sarah passed away in 1959. 

Jack married Nellie Reid and had one girl, Velma, and 
one son, Stewart. Jack passed away in 1959. 

Joe and Willie. 
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Willie was never married. He loved his horses and had 
a great sense of humour. Willie once told his niece to go to 
the store and buy him some Comfort tobacco. She was so 
used to his jokes, that she thought this was another. 
Rather than looking silly by asking for Comfort tobacco, 
she asked what kinds of tobacco they had. When the 
storekeeper named 'Comfort' the niece was quite sur
prised and said that she would take that kind. Willie's 
love of horses showed up in how well trained his horses 
usually were. He had one horse named Eileen, who was 
so well trained that Willie would come home, unhitch 
her, and leave her standing in front of the house while he 
went to check on his mother. When he would reach the 
bedroom, there would be Eileen looking in the bedroom 
window. Willie would leave the room and by the time he 
went back outside to put the horse away, Eileen would be 
back standing in front of the house. 

Joe was never married. He loved his hunting. Joe and 
Willie farmed the home farm. They kept hounds for 
hunting and were well known in this area both for their 
dogs and for game hunting in general. Joe also loved to 
curl. They sold the home farm to John Gillis in 1958, and 
retired to Baldur. Joe was killed in an accident in 1960, 
and Willie passed away in 1962. 

Rachel married William Coldron and had two 
daughters, Freda and Mary, and one son Fred. Rachel 
passed away in 1976. 

Harry was never married. Harry had four well-trained 
hounds and his own request was that these hounds would 
follow his funeral procession to the cemetery. This was 
not possible, but he did have one of the largest funerals in 
Argyle, with over 100 democrats in the funeral procession 
when he died of pneumonia at 20 years of age in 1909. 

Herb married Bessie Kelso and had one daughter, 
Louise. Bessie died at the time of birth of her child. Herb 
later married Clara Sole and they had one daughter, 
Lorraine, Mrs. John Dalgleish. Herb passed away in 
1972. 

DR. IRVING AND KATHERINE 
CLEGHORN FAMILY 

Dr. I.M. Cleghorn and Katherine. 



Dr. Irving Moffat Cleghorn practised medicine in 
Baldur for over 30 years. He was born in Moffat 
Dumfriesshire, Scotland, Aug. 22, 1863. After 
graduation from the University of Manitoba in 1894 he 
married Katherine Ann Murray, a pioneer school tea~her 
in the area. Miss Murray was born Oct. 31, 1868 at 
Locha~er Antigonish County, Nova Scotia. She taught 
school III the Belmont area prior to her marriage and was 
the first teacher in the school. Dr. Cleghorn and 
Katherine were both of the Presbyterian faith and 
subsequently United Church. They built and resided in 
the fine old home at the corner of Elizabeth and 
Government Road which still stands today in the town of 
Baldur. In 1927 Dr. Cleghorn was elected as the Liberal 
representative for the constituency of Mountain and was 
a sitting member at his death, Nov. 19, 1929. Katherine 
lived in Baldur for several years after his death, and 
passed away in Winnipeg, Sunday, July 17, 1955. Both 
are interred in the Baldur Cemetery. 

Irving Murray Cleghorn, their eldest son, was born 
Sept. 14, 1897 and Raymond Simpson Cleghorn, May 12, 
1903. Both children were delivered at home by their 
father and completed high school in Baldur. 

Murray served in the Royal Flying Corps, 1917-1918 
and in the Royal Canadian Armed Forces during WWI 
attaining the rank of squadron leader. In 1922 h~ 
graduated in medicine from the University of Toronto 
and, after a period of post-graduate work at the Win
nipeg General Hospital and the New York Lying-In 
Hospital, returned to Baldur to practise with his father. 
In 1930 Dr. Cleghorn moved to Winnipeg and spent the 
rest of his career with the Department of Health of the 
Province of Manitoba. He married Jean Bailey Craig, 
and they had two children. Dr. Gordon Murray Cleghorn 
was born on Feb. 15, 1929. He married Josebina Gud
borg Johnson on May 22, 1954, and they have four 
children: Blaine Murray Cleghorn D.M.D.; Kevin 
Gordon; Deborah Lynn; and Katherine Leigh. 
Marguerite Joan was born July 24, 1934, and she married 
Thomas Payne on May 19, 1956. They have two children: 
Wendy Susan and Chrisopher Patrick. Murray died in 
Winnipeg, Dec. 26, 1963. Jean died in 1966. 

Raymond graduated in 1925 from the School of 
Pharmacy at the University of Manitoba. In 1930, after a 
short period as a druggist in Winnipeg, he returned to 
Baldur. Raymond owned and operated Cleghorn's Drug 
Store, which had been founded by his father, until his 
retirement in 1968. The drug store was one of the oldest 
family-operated stores of its kind in Manitoba. The 
original building had been destroyed by fire in 1963, but 
the business was reconstituted a short while later on the 
main street of Baldur, adjacent to the Royal Bank 
building. Raymond married Isabel McCharles of 
Winnipeg. They resided in Baldur until 1978 when they 
moved to Winnipeg. Raymond had one son, Donald 
Irving. Donald was brought up and educated in Baldur. 
Donald married Berna Gardiner on Aug. 1, 1952. They 
have three children: Allan Dwight, Raymond Blake and 
Arla Dawn. Donald is employed with Canadian National 
Railway. Isabel died in Winnipeg on April 30, 1981; 
Raymond died on Nov. 6, 1981. 

There are nine great-grandchildren of Dr. Irving 

Moffat Cleghorn and Katherine Ann Murray, all of 
whom reside in Winnipeg. 

ALEX AND PAULINE CLEMIS 
FAMILY 

On Nov. 4, 1940, Pauline married Alex Clemis, second 
son of Fred and Violet (Lytle) Clemis of the Kingsley 
district south of Somerset. Alex attended the Kingsley 
School. In 1938, he came to the Victoria district and 
bought S 19-6-14 in the R.M. ·of Argyle from Mrs. Louie 
Snyder. Their house was built in 1906, and the barn a few 
years later. Alex and Pauline have five children' Melvin 
Ruth, Shirley, Heather and Shannon. The fi'rst thre~ 
attended Hecla and Glenboro Schools. 

Melvin lives in Fort Garry and is employed by the city 
of Winnipeg. He married in 1965, and there are three 
children; Steven, Norman and Wayne. 

Ruth, following high school, taught school at Elma 
and Elphinstone. She then attended the University of 
Winnipeg where she received her B.A. The following year 
she received her teaching certificate from the University 
of Manitoba. She taught at McCreary Collegiate for six 
years. In 1979, she married Bill Marnien of Mississauga, 
Ont. and they reside in that city. Bill is an ambulance 
dispatcher with the Halton, Toronto, Mississauga 
Ambulance Corp. 

Shirley took nurses training at the Winnipeg General 
Hospital and became an R.N. in 1971. She worked there 
for a year and then moved to Ontario where she worked 
in the Stratford and Mississauga hospitals. In 1976 she 
married Brian Dowd of Niagara Falls. They live in 
Burlington. Shirley works in the Neo-Natal Intensive 
Care Unit in the McMaster University Hospital in 
Hamilton and Brian is a para-medic with the Halton, 
Toronto, Mississauga Ambulance Corp. 

Heather attended Glenboro School. Following high 
school she was employed at the Wawanesa Mutual for a 
year. She then took a typing course at Success College in 
Winnipeg. In 1976 she married Gary Pilloud of 
Wawanesa. They reside in Saskatoon. Heather is em
ployed at the public library in that city and Gary is 
employed as an adjuster with an insurance company. 

Shannon, the youngest attends, school in Glenboro. 
He is in Grade XI. He is interested in sports and guitar. 

Alex and Pauline still live on the farm, 19-6-14. 

GEORGE COBBE FAMILY 

George Cobbe was born in 1864, on a farm at Clon
sast, Kings County in Ireland. Six brothers came to 
Manitoba; Joe, George, Fred, Dick, Dave and Bob. Two 
brothers immigrated to the United States while one 
brother and one sister remained in Ireland. 

As George had previously served on the police force in 
Dublin, Ireland, he joined the force in Brandon, Man. in 
1885. Later he and his brother Bob spent a few years 
operating a butcher shop in Belmont, Man. While in 
Belmont, he met and married Birdie Sharpe. They had 
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two children; Mattie who was born in 1895, and Irving 
who was born in 1897. Birdie died giving birth to Irving. 
The maternal parents cared for the children, but a year 
later Irving died of convulsions. 

In October, 1900, George married Annie Gordon. 
Annie had come west from Howick, Que. to housekeep 
for her brother Bob. George and Annie were married in 
Winnipeg by Reverend Doctor Gordon (Ralph Connor). 
They bought and settled on 1-5-14 until retirement. They 
had three children. Their first born, Georgie 1902 died of 
appendicitis at the age of five. Hazel was born in 1904 
and Irene in 1906. Following her father's second 
marriage, Mattie came to live at the new home and the 
three girls attended Huff School, with Hazel and Irene 
going to Baldur High School. 

In 1920, George and Annie adopted Baby Marlin who 
lived for 17 short years and was killed in a truck accident. 
When Marlin was 11 years old, his mother and father left 
the farm and moved to Glenboro to enjoy retirement. But 
one year later, in 1932, George also met with a fatal 
accident. Annie, with Marlin, then moved to Mather, 
Man., to be near her daughter Hazel. Annie died in 1938, 
and she is buried beside her husband in the Argyle 
Cemetery in Baldur. 

The George Cobbes were members of the Methodist, 
and later the United Church. Annie took an active part as 
a member of the Ladies' local church group. When the 
girls were young, they and their mother spent pleasant 
days holidaying at the church summer camp at Rock 
Lake. Fond memories and lasting friendships still 
remain. 

On Annie and George's farm was a beautiful grove of 
cottonwood trees. Here, each summer, an old cook stove 
was put into operation, a tent was erected and a ham
mock swung. Many good times were shared in the home 
under the trees, but when a storm brewed, everyone 
headed for the house. 

Mattie married Will Glenn of Milestone, Sask. in 1915, 
and moved there to farm until Will's death, when she 
retired to Regina. They had one daughter Alberta, (Mrs. 
Ross Wright). Mattie died in 1950 at the age of 55. 

Hazel remained at home, after finishing high school, to 
help her parents on the farm, until the year 1930, when 
she married Ted Sorensen and moved to farm in the 
Mather District. They farmed until 1962, when, due to 
failing health, Ted sold the farm and moved into town. 
He died in 1964, and Hazel continued living in town until 
1974, when she sold her house and moved to Badger 
Creek Lodge in Cartwright, where she now resides. Ted 
and Hazel are the parents of five children, two boys and 
three girls: Gordon, Robert, Lois, Ruthie, and Noreen. 
Hazel is the grandmother of 22 grandchildren and 6 
great-grandchildren. She considers herself lucky to be 
near her three daughters and so many grandchildren. 

Irene finished high school and trained as a maternity 
nurse in the Grace Hospital in Winnipeg. She also did 
rural nursing for quite some time. In 1935, she married 
Melvin Lockerby of Baldur, settling in Carrot River, 
Sask., where Melvin was a machine agent. After a few 
years they moved to Saskatoon, when Melvin joined the 
armed forces. They have two children and all live in 
Vancouver. 
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JOSEPH AND MARGARET CORRE 
FAMILY 

Joseph Cobbe and his wife Margaret were known to 
most people in the early days as Joe and Maggie. They 
were among the colorful and well loved pioneers of 
southern Manitoba. 

Joe was born near Clonsast, Kings County, Ireland in 
1860, and came to Peterborough, Ont. in 1880. 

On Jan. 4, 1882 Joe and Margaret Bolton were 
married. They honeymooned in Port Hope, Ont. That 
year they headed west and settled at 'Old Milford' west of 
Glenboro, near the cairn which was erected a few years 
ago. 

In 1882, Joseph applied for homestead on SW 36-5-14. 
The patent was issued in 1888. While there, Joe served on 
the Argyle Municipal Council in 1890, 1891 and 1903 for 
ward four. The family later moved to the town of Baldur. 
During this period of time, Joe spent a number of years 
on the Manitoba Provincial Police Force. He was a great 
story teller and in later years told many tales of his ex
perience, of the hardships, the good times and sorrows. 

Joe was a great sportsman. He helped form the first 
Baldur Curling Club. He was well known in curling 
circles and attended Winnipeg bonspiels every year from 
1902 to 1922. One year in Baldur, he skipped a rink of 
young lads, one being his son 'Whit'. The district dubbed 
them as 'Joe's Colts'. They won the prize for the best 
record during the season. He loved hunting game and 
fishing and hunting wolves with his hounds. 

In 1908, the family moved back to Kamsack, where Joe 
again took a homestead. In 1915, he became a forest 
ranger in the Duck Mountain Reserve and lived at Madge 
Lake Ranger Station. They spent many happy years 
there. A bay on the lake was named 'Cobbe's Bay' in his 
honor. Recently the name has been changed to 'Duck 
Bay'. In 1933, due to a leg injury, he retired to Victoria, 
B.C. He died in 1933. He is well remembered by his 
grandchildren for his bags of candies, stories, and "just 
fun to be with. 

Maggie was a devout Christian, a member of the 
Methodist Church and a wonderful wife and mother. She 
was always ready to help where help was needed. She was 
a beloved grandmother. She died in 1937. 

Joe and Maggie had five children, Mary, Florence, 
Ruby, Grace and Richard. 

Mary trained as a nurse in Winnipeg. She served 
overseas with the Canadian No. 5 Hospital Corps in 
WWI. She married Bradford Hyer, editor of the 
"Vancouver Financial Times". She died in 1943. They 
had two daughters, Mary and Ruth. 

Florence and Ruby died in childhood. 
Grace married John Eddison, a Saskatchewan 

homesteader originally from England. They were married 
in Baldur Methodist Church on Jan. 1, 1908. They 
farmed in Saskatchewan until 1929, when they moved to 
Victoria, B.C. They had six children, Margaret, Norman, 
Garth, Gertrude, Joe and Ben. Grace died in 1943. 

Richard (Whit) was born in 1890, the first child born in 
the town of Baldur. While attending the rural school, at 
times, he and his sisters were the only English speaking 



children. The other children spoke Icelandic. As a boy, 
Whit could talk to his chums in that language. In 1912, he 
went to Kenton, Man. to work in the bank. In 1916 he 
married Pauline Brown, who died in 1920. In 1924, he 
married Alice Brown. They started their own hardware 
business in Makaroff, Man. In 1939 they bought a 
hardware in MacGregor, Man. Whit died in 1967. Alice 
lives in Portage la Prairie. They had five children, Helen, 
Gerald, Garry, Howard and Margaret. 

THE COBBES OF CLARINA FARM 
ROBERT AND CISS COBBE FAMILY 

Back Seat: Rebecca, Una on her knee, Robert. Front Seat: Victor, 
Violet, Aif Moore (Rebecca's brother). 

Robert was born in 1872, on a farm near Clonsast, 
King's County, Ireland. He came to Canada to his 
brother, Joe, at Baldur. He lived with Joe and his family 
for some time. Then with his brother, George, operated a 
butcher shop in Belmont. In 1902, he bought S 5-5-13. 
This land had been C.P.R. land and in 1880 was bought 
by M.C. Cameron. Later, Robert bought W 32-4-13, 
formerly owned by Joe Bolack. This land had been 
homesteaded by T .M. Babington in 1881. 

In 1904, Robert, or "Bob" as he was known, married 
Rebecca Moore, "Ciss" to her friends. She came from 
Clarina, County Limerick, Ireland in 1903. She was the 
daughter of a schoolmaster. She named the farm 
"Clarina". Her chief hobbies were her flowers, reading 
and knitting. She knit many pairs of socks for the soldiers 
in WW I. She was a founding member of the Baldur 
Women's Institute. She died in 1937. 

In early years Bob was an avid sportsman, hunting 
game in season in the north, and fishing in Rock Lake. 

The Cobbes were staunch members of the Anglican 
Church. Bob helped build St. Mark's, Baldur. He served 
on the vestry and as warden. Ciss was a member of the 
Women's Auxiliary. 

There were four children in the family: Violet (1905); 
Victor (1906); Una (1908); and Lillian (1910). All at
tended Huff School, a distance of two miles. On their 
way they were joined by the Atkins girls, and all walked 

together to school. During their teen-age years their chief 
social function was attending dances in Greenway hall. 
These were held every two weeks during the winter and 
were well supervised. It was a healthy atmosphere for 
teen-agers in their growing-up years. 

In 1913, Bob bought a number of registered hereford 
cattle from Joe Lyons and entered the registered hereford 
business. This he continued until he retired in 1941. 

In 1914, a much needed large barn with hay loft was 
built. One man, Ed Simpson from England, worked on 
the building. He could carry three bundles of shingles at 
one time, one on his head and one under each arm, up the 
ladders to the other workers shingling the roof. 

A large tent with wooden floor and sides was pur
chased in 1913. For many years this was used and enjoyed 
by all the family in the summer months. 

In 1921, the Cobbes built a "ready-cut" "Aladdin" 
house. For many years, before and after the house was 
built, they had "open house" all summer holidays to 
relatives and friends from Winnipeg. The young folk 
enjoyed all this, but one wonders how the mother lived 
through it. 

The family always grew a good garden. Besides 
vegetables, raspberries and strawberries were grown in 
abundance. Strawberry teas were often held on the lawn 
to raise money for worthy causes. 

Growing cantaloupe was one of Bob's main hobbies in 
later years. Visitors always returned home with a bag of 
the delicious fruit while it was in season. 

After Ciss died, housekeepers were hired. Mrs. Edith 
Patient was a particular favorite. 

In 1940, Cobbes discontinued farming 32-4-13. In 
1941, Bob retired from farming and had a sale of cattle 
and machinery. He rented the farm to Herb Clark. In 
1946, he sold it to Burleigh Hainstock. Prosper Lan
derville was the next owner. The present owner is Emile 
DeKezel. 

After Bob retired, he spent the summer months with 
his daughter Una and family on their farm in the 
Killarney area. He spent the winter months with his 
daughter Violet in Vancouver, B.C. He died in 1958 at 
the age of 86 years. 

Violet attended Huff School and high school in 
Winnipeg. She entered the nursing profession, 
graduating from Grace Maternity Hospital. She did local 
nursing for a period of time. She then entered st. 
Boniface Hospital to complete her training. She 
graduated as an R.N. in 1934, then was on staff in St. 
Boniface for a period of time. While there, she lived in 
nurses' residence and at that time her salary was $25 per 
month. Then she joined the staff of the Margaret Scott 
Mission in Winnipeg. In 1943, Violet moved to Van
couver where she nursed in Shaughnessy Military 
Hospital until her retirement in 1966. In 1960, she 
married Wesley Bamford of Vancouver, B.C. Violet was 
fond of travelling. She visited relatives in Ireland various 
times, and also with her husband, toured Europe, the 
British Isles, and the United States. She died in 1970. 

Victor attended Huff School. He worked at home with 
his father for a number of years. He joined the armed 
forces in 1941. He served in North Africa and Italy with 
the 15th Battalion of the Medical Corps. In 1946, after he 
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Violet 

returned from overseas, he married Anne Jablonski of 
Selkirk. They settled on a farm in that area. Besides 
farming, Vic worked in the Manitoba Rolling Mills for 15 
years. In 1973, they sold their farm and retired. Anne 

Private Victor 

died in 1973. Vic resides in Selkirk. They had one 
daughter, Colleen. 

Una attended Huff School in 1926-1927. She taught at 
Excelsior and Mount Hope Schools. In 1933, she married 
Henry Franck of Killarney. They settled on a farm in the 
Tisdale School District. In 1939, they moved to the 
"Franck Home Farm" in the Glendennig district. They 

Henry, Lyall, Una and Glenn. 
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continued to work both farms. In early years they also 
raised cattle, pigs, chickens, turkeys and milked cows. In 
later years they reduced their activities to grain farming 
and raising beef cattle. They have two children: Glenn 
Albert (1936) and Lyall Robert (1940). 

Harold, Lillian, Verlie and Keith. 

Lillian attended Huff School and Baldur High. She 
attended Success Business College in Winnipeg. She 
worked in that city for a couple of years. Lillian married 
Harold Franck. In 1939, they moved to Neelin where 
Harold operated a P.S.V. trucking business. In 1942, 
they moved to Port Arthur, Ont. Lillian's winter hobby is 
curling. They sold their farm in 1975, and now in 
retirement live in an apartment. Lil and Harold had two 
children; Verlie Helen (1935), and Keith Goodwin (1939). 
Verlie married Samuel MacDonald Allingham in March, 
1958. Samuel and Verlie now reside in Ottawa where they 
plan to retire. Keith married Judy Heider of Thunder 
Bay. Judy owns and operates C.J. Enterprises. They 
reside in Ignace, Ont. 

WILLIAM AND RACHEL COLDRON 
FAMILY 

William Coldron was born at Brant Broughton, 
England on July 18, 1880. He was in the Boer War in 
Africa, and while there he obtained an ostrich egg and 
took it back to England. His father and brothers were in 
the wrought-iron business. They made a frame for the 
egg and sent it to Canada to William with Mr. Brink
worth. They packed the egg in oats. His daughter, Freda 
Brown, still has the egg today. 

William came to Canada in 1908. He worked on farms 
in the Baldur and Belmont areas until he married Rachel 
Clark on Oct. 19, 1910. They started farming NW 31-3-
13. 

In 1917, William joined the Fort Garry Horse and went 
overseas, returning in January, 1919. 



Rachel and William. 

William and Rachel started a beef ring in 1920, and 
operated it for approximately 23 years. There were 24 
shares in the beef ring. The beef ring operated for 24 
weeks each year, from spring until fall, and each week 
one of the shareholders was responsible for the beef to be 
butchered that week. Smaller families only had a half 
share and two families each with half shares, would bring 
one beef between them. As the ring operated for quite a 
number of years, some of the people with half shares 
would take turns, one bringing a beef one year, and the 
other half share family would bring their beef the next 
year. Each beef was cut into 24 lots of meat, one lot for 
each shareholder. Each half beef was cut into 12 steaks; 
12 roasts, and 12 parcels of stew meat or boil. Each 
shareholder had a number and each week they received a 
different steak, roast and piece of stew or boil, until in 24 
weeks they had received one of each piece or cut of the 
beef. A chart was kept, listing which piece of meat they 
received each week and the weight of the meat they 
received. At the end of the 24 weeks, the weight of all the 
meat received for each family was totalled, and families 
who had brought smaller than average animals would 
have to pay the difference to families who had brought 
larger than average animals, thus making the con
tributions for each shareholder even. Each beef was to 
dress around 450 pounds. No bulls, cows, or heifers in 
calf were allowed. If you had a full share you would get 
all the portions of a full beef. The odd shareholder would 
say that he had had five shanks in the year, but he didn't 
as it was always marked on the chart. 

William would butcher the beef about four or five 
o'clock on Friday afternoon and get up at 2 a.m. 
Saturday morning and have the beef cut, weighed and in 
bags with the shareholder's name on the bags, ready for 
pick up at 5 a.m. that morning. Some shareholders were 
excellent at having bags there named, while others would 
never get them there. Whenever the shareholders did not 
get their bags there, William would go to the house and 
take one of Rachel's bags to pack their meat. These flour 

bags were very precious in those days and were often used 
for pillow cases. One shareholder boasted of how she had 
five of Rachel's pillow cases. Rachel or one member of 
the family always made a cup of tea and a slice of toast at 
3 a.m. and took it to William at the slaughter house, and 
then stayed to help him finish the job. The beef ring gave 
the people a fresh supply of meat during the hot weather, 
as they had no means of storing the meat for any length 
of time. 

William and Rachel tried operating two beef rings for a 
few years, having one group coming earlier than the other 
group, but it was too much confusion as some out of the 
first group would always be late coming. Then they tried 
operating one ring on a different day, but it proved to be 
too much of a full time job. It was a regular job to carry a 
pail of hot water and a can of cold water to the slaughter 
house to scrub the counter and meat block, knives and 
saw, and to scrub the cement floor so as to have it clean 
to keep the flies away. The building was white-washed 
inside. William received the hide and $2.00 for his part in 
operating the beef ring. In the last few years of operation, 
he received the hide plus $5.00. 

Butchering had been William's trade in England. He 
did local butchering for farmers from Neelin, Glenora, 
Greenway, and Marringhurst for their winter meat. He 
would ride horseback to the various places and no matter 
how cold it was, William would wear unlined gum rubber 
boots and unlined gauntlet gloves. 

William and Rachel bought SW 31-3-13 and moved 
there about 1924. William was a cattle buyer for quite a 
number of years, shipping the cattle he bought by 
railway. He also had a job of dragging about six or seven 
miles of road. He used four horses on the drag, and after 
every rain he had to drag these roads. During the thirties, 
he butchered and peddled meat one day a week. He 
peddled to Neelin, Glenora, Greenway and near 
Mariapolis. 

William and Rachel had three children: Freda, who 
was born on Oct. 12, 1911; Fred, who was born on Nov. 
6, 1915;and Mary, who was born on Dec. 21, 1919. They 
farmed until 1943, when William and Rachel went to 
Winnipeg. William worked for Burns Packers and 
Rachel worked for Gardiner's Funeral Home. In 1949, 
they moved back to Glenora to the farm formerly owned 
by Jack Crofton and now owned by their daughter Freda 
Brown. They lived there until William passed away in 
January of 1966. 

Rachel continued to live there until she was not able to 
live alone. She lived with her children for awhile, in the 
Baldur Lodge, and then in the Pilot Mound Lodge. She 
passed away in the Baldur Hospital in November, 1976. 
Rachel was born and raised in the Wigton district and 
lived most of her life in the Wigton and Glenora districts, 
and was always willing to help friends and neighbours in 
time of need. 

Freda married Ben Brown in 1928, and they had one 
daughter, Lois, who was born in 1929. 

Fred started farming the home farm. In 1948, Fred 
hauled the mail from Greenway to Glenora. The mail was 
changed to Pilot Mound. Fred had a sale and went to 
Alberta for a couple of years, returning to work the home 
farm again. He also hauled mail from Baldur to Glenora 

353 



Fred, Gale and Elaine Caldron. 

and hauled cream to Belmont Creamery. He then worked 
at the hotel in Crystal City. He married Elaine Jason in 
November, 1959. They moved to Pilot Mound and 
worked in the hotel there. They had one girl, Gale, who 
was born on March 18, 1962. The family then moved to 
Winnipeg where Fred worked at the Winter Club, until 
his death in December, 1977. His wife Elaine and 
daughter Gale are still living in Winnipeg. 

Mary married Fred Macklin in April, 1941. They had 
three children: a son, Milton, who was born on May 5, 
1945; and twin girls, Sheila and Shirley, who were born 
on Aug. 31,1949. 

Both William and Rachel participated in local curling 
at some time. Rachel belonged to and helped with both 
the Anglican and United Church groups. 

RICHARD AND GRACE COLLINS 
FAMILY 

Richard Joseph Collins was born in London, England, 
on May 8, 1877, the second son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Collins. He enlisted in London, England, on May 15, 
1901, and served in the South African Boer War, and was 
cited with the Queen's South African Medal. He came to 
Canada in 1909. His brother John preceded him, and 
they both worked on the C.N.R. railroad from Greenway 
through Glenora. Mary Grace Fay came to Canada in 
1912 and married Richard Collins on Nov. 20, 1912. 
They lived on what is known as the Ross place, 4-4-13, 
for more than a year, where their first child was born. 
They moved to Glenora and built a home in 1914, where 
the rest of their family of seven were born. They all took 
their schooling in Glenora. 

Richard died April 9, 1948, and Grace, July 26, 1959. 
Their family: Gladys (Mrs. T.H. Ingram) of Winnipeg, 

deceased 1981; Winnifred (Mrs. Frank Cuthbert) of 
Baldur; Owen of Winnipeg, deceased 1957; Hilda (Mrs. 
Lloyd Kay) of Carman, deceased 1981; James of Ed
monton; Michael of Baldur, deceased 1980; Una (Mrs. 
Percy Landles) of Winnipeg. 

Owen, James and Michael served with the armed 
forces during WWII. After discharge from the services, 
Owen and Michael bought the Bill Macklin store in 
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Glenora reselling it to Gordon Hainstock in 1948. Owen 
went to Winnipeg and drove a bus until his death in 1957. 
He was married to Joyce Krawchuk before going 
overseas. They had four children: Sharron (Mrs. Bill 
Buffie) of Winnipeg; Larry, who was born in Glenora 
and lost his life serving with the American forces in 
Vietnam; Linda (Mrs. Roy Laham) of Winnipeg; and 
Melrose (Mrs. Terry Macintosh) of Neepawa. 

Michael married Enid Nelson in 1947. They lived in 
Glenora while Michael worked for the Municipality of 
Argyle, moving to Baldur in 1968. They had three 
children: Mark of Baldur; Richard in the armed forces; 
and Connie (Mrs. Bruce Blitzhaven) of Killarney. 

James married Edith Rowley in 1938. They had one 
son, William. Edith passed away early in 1941. In 1945, 
James married Aileen Larson. They have four daughters 
and two sons: Patricia (Mrs. John Popco); Sandra; 
Cheryl (Mrs. Gary Gilbert); Shirley (Mrs. Doug Bentley); 
Garth; and Sheldon. James returned to Glenora for a 
couple of years and ran the post office. He then went to 
Edmonton, where he still resides. 

Gladys married Herb Ingram of Pilot Mound. They 
have two daughters; Margaret White and Doreen 
Morgan. 

Winnifred married Frank Cuthbert in 1935. They lived 
on the farm 8-4-13 until 1967, when they retired to 
Baldur. The farm is presently owned by Leon Martens. 
They had no family, but raised a nephew, William 
Collins, oldest son of James Collins, until his death in 
1964. 

Hilda married Lloyd Kay. They had one daughter, 
Janet Richardson of Winnipeg. They lived on the Kay 
farm west of Glenora until 1973, when they retired to 
Carman. 

Una married Percy Landles of Winnipeg where she still 
resides. They had five children: Barbara, Eddie, Richard, 
Kenneth, and Donna. 

THE COMBER CLAN 
EARNEST AND MINNIE 
HARRY AND MAUDIE 

Minnie and Ernie on their 60th wedding anniversary, in 1978. 



Ernest Comber came to Canada in 1913, at the age of 
15 from Red Hill, Surrey, England. After various jobs he 
settled in Argyle. His first job in Canada was delivering 
newspapers very early in the morning at 52°F below zero 
at Medicine Hat for the sum of $1.50 a week. He worked 
also as a bell hop, then on a fruit farm in the Okanagan 
Valley. From there he came to Crystal City and worked 
on the Herb Coulter farm. Mr. Coulter met him at the 
train with a team and sleigh full of coal. The trip home 
was nine miles south of Crystal City and Ernie had to run 
behind in order to keep warm because he wasn't dressed 
for Manitoba winters. Next he went to the Pete McLaren 
farm at Clearwater. In 1917, where he met Minnie Brown 
of Glenora, who also worked there. 

Ernie and Minnie were married in the Marringhurst 
Church (now Anglican Church at Glenora) on Dec. 12, 
1918. From there they went to Belmont and looked after 
a flock of sheep for Minnie's uncle, Frank Brown. The 
following year Ernie and Minnie went to Saskatchewan 
where Ernie worked on elevator construction and Minnie 
cooked for the men. 

Ernie and Minnie came back to Glenora, and with the 
use of horses, Ernie was able to haul lumber from Neelin 
to build a shanty. On 4-4-13 they then started farming 
and in 1927 moved onto SW 2-4-13 where they farmed 
for many years. They had one son, Harry. He received 
his education in Glenora School. He followed in his 
father's footsteps and has farmed all his life. 

Ernie and Minnie lived to celebrate their 60th wedding 
anniversary on Dec. 12, 1978 in the Glenora Hall with 
family and friends. Ernie passed away on Oct. 26, 1979. 
Minnie lives alone and at the age of 86 still looks after 
home and garden. 

Standing: Judy, Lorraine and Bradley. Seated: Maudie and Harry. 

Harry married Maudie Campbell of Clearwater on 
Oct. 5, 1946. They live on NE 1-4-13. 

On June 22, 1952, their oldest daughter, Lorraine, was 
born at Baldur Hospital. She received her education at 
Glenora Elementary and Baldur High School and 
Brandon University. She now is a supervisor at the Royal 
Bank in Brandon. 

Five years later on the same day as Lorraine, June 22, 
1957, their second daughter, Judy, was born, also at 

Baldur. She received her education at Glenora and 
Baldur High School and Assiniboine College in Brandon. 
She trained to be a cosmetologist but later gave this up 
and went to Winnipeg and obtained a job with Investor's 
Syndicate where she now works in personnel. She 
married Bob Borus of Baldur on July 9, 1977. 

On Aug. 30, 1962, Harry and Maudie were blessed 
with twin boys who were named Bradley and Blain, but 
unfortunately Blain only lived a few days. Bradley 
received his education at Glenora and Pilot Mound High 
School which he still attends. He is good at mechanics 
and enjoys hunting. 

All their children belonged to 4-H for several years. 
Lorraine and Judy were both exchange students to 
Quebec, and Judy was a 4-H exchange member to 
Alberta. An exchange student from Quebec stayed with 
the family. This was an interesting experience. 

Harry and Maudie are Anglicans and their three 
children were confirmed at St. Mark's Anglican Church, 
Baldur. 

Harry and Maudie are still farming at the present time. 

THE CONIBEAR'S 102 YEARS 
IN THE WEST 

JAMES CONIBEAR FAMILY 

James 

The history of the Coni bear Family actually started 
when James Shiells Conibear moved west from Cornwall, 
Ont. in 1880. William Conibear and a brother came from 
England, one settling in Lachine, Que. and the other in 
Cornwall, Ont. James 'Jim' Conibear was the second 
child of a family of 12. 

After Jim came to Manitoba, he was followed by two 
brothers and two sisters. The brothers returned to On
tario, while the first sister, Jessie Grace, married Gordon 
Hodge McFee. They built the house on 22-5-13 which is 
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still standing. Jessie McFee passed away in 1893, and was 
buried in the Argyle Cemetery. The younger sister, 
Margaret, married Jack Cramer and farmed for many 
years in the Baldur area (see Cramer history). 

Jim Conibear homesteaded NW 23-5-13 in 1889. He 
then brought his family to Manitoba. They lived for 
awhile in a house on a hill in the southwest corner of 22-
5-13 (pieces of broken pottery can still be seen here), then 
owned by a relative Daniel C. Alguire, who had 
homesteaded W 22-5-13, in 1883. They lived here until 
Jim purchased NE 22-5-13 from Andrew Playfair, in 
1893. On this land he built his home where he raised his 
family, three boys; Angus, Arthur, Walter and two girls; 
Nellie (Jen) and Mabel. 

Most of the land on this farm was bush which was 
eventually broken with the steam engine and bush plow 
shown on the brochure sent out to hundreds of families re 
the centennial. As a wee boy, 60 years ago, Donald (son 
of Angus) was shown the trails through the bush, made 
by wagon, that led from one homestead to another. 
There, in living history, is the story of dauntless courage 
and hope as the settlers met each day with the in
surmountable tasks of breaking the virgin soil and 
building homes and out buildings. The barn on this farm 
had a windmill built in the centre which supplied power 
to pump water, grind grain and so on. At times there 
would be hundreds of bags of grain from the neighbours, 
waiting to be ground, depending on the wind. This 
windmill was also the cause of the fire that burned the 
barn in 1917. It was rebuilt on the same location. Jim 
Conibear built a cottage at Rock Lake in 1910, and called 
it Rendezvous, which became a favorite family gathering 
spot every. summer. 

He served as councillor from 1908 to 1918, and as 
Reeve from 1919 to 1922 for the Argyle Municipality. 

Jim Conibear was widowed in 1895, when his wife 
Caroline passed away on August 12, leaving a small 
family. She is buried in the Argyle Cemetery. Jim's 
mother (nee Jane Shiells), whose parents were James 
Shiells and Agnes Boa of Scotland, was born on Dec. 25, 
1839. Jane came west to help Jim care for his motherless 
family. Jane, known as Grandma Conibear, was widely 
known for her midwifery ability which was a real asset in 
those early days. 

In 1923, Jim Conibear, still retaining his pioneer spirit 
at the age of 65, drove a Model T Ford, with its cloth 
curtains and 30 by 3 112 inch tires, to Victoria, B.C., 
where he spent the winter. 

While there he married his sister-in-law, widow of his 
brother Charles, better known to all as Aunt Rosa. In the 
spring of 1924, they returned to Manitoba to spend the 
summer, using this trip as a honeymoon. That fall they 
left the farm to take up permanent residence in Victoria. 

In Victoria, Jim earned a living by his beloved trade, 
carpentry, building houses and selling them. There were 
not any pension plans at age 65 in those years. He 
practised this trade until ill health forced him to retire. 
He passed away in Victoria, in 1940, at age 82. 

Mabel Marilla, elder daughter of Jim S. Conibear, 
married George M. Playfair, a son of Bernie Playfair, 
one of the first settlers (seePlayfair history). 

Nellie Jane (J en), younger daughter, married T. W. 
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(Duffer) Gerolamy, son of an early pioneer, Gerry 
Gerolamy (see Gerolamy history). 

Arthur James Conibear was born in 1885, the eldest 
son of J .S. Conibear. He served overseas in WWI with 
the 222nd Battalion, was gassed and suffered a head 
wound which necessitated wearing a steel plate. The 
extreme cold and heat here, caused him much pain, 
thereby influencing his move to Victoria, B.C. Following 
the war, Nov. 26, 1919, Art married his pre-war fiancee, 
Willimina (Minnie) Hogg. Minnie was born in Edin
borough in Scotland, on Nov. 23, 1900 or 1901. She was 
motherless from birth and was raised by her mother's 
sister (Grandmother of John Vickers) until about age 13, 
when with a group of orphans, she sailed to Canada on 
the S.S. Saturnia, seemingly under the sponsorship of an 
orphans organization, landing in Canada in April, 1913. 
She came to Janet and Chris Vickers Sr. (John's mother) 
to help Mrs. Vickers who was badly crippled with 
rheumatism; this was when they lived on the Godkin 
farm south of Greenway. Following their wedding, Art 
and Minnie moved into their new home, the same one 
now occupied by Claire and Evelyn Jones, on 23-5-13. 
Art's dad had homesteaded this land in 1889. Minnie was 
a keen horse lover and won many exhibition prizes for 
driving. Her hobbies were painting and poetry. Art and 
Minnie had one daughter, Marion, (now Mrs. D.J. 
Sewell of Fort St. John, B.C.). When Marion was about 
two years of age, her mother developed sleeping sickness, 
hence, her grandfather and grandmother took them to 
Victoria, B.C. For a time Minnie remained with Grandpa 
and Grandma Conibear, but eventually she had to be 
transferred to the Essondale Sanitorium in Victoria, 
where she remained until her death in 1958. Art joined 
the family in Victoria after harvest of 1924, and con
tinued to live at the coast, where the milder climate suited 
his health much better than the prairie extremes of 
temperature. Unfortunately, he was only to enjoy it for a 
short time, as he passed away on May 6, 1929, from head 
and chest problems as a result of his war injuries. 
Grandpa and Grandma Coni bear now assumed the task 
of raising Marion through her school days and until she 
graduated as a nurse from Royal Jubilee Hospital in 
Victoria. 

Angie Conibear married Alice McManus on No~. 30, 
1914 (see Angie Conibear history). 

Walter Conibear was the youngest son of J .S. 
Coni bear . He married Frances Parsonage. They farmed 
for many years on the home farm (see W.S. Conibear 
history). 

It was on this farm where the family's first permanent 
home was built. Today the big barn and other buildings 
including the house, are in ruins, all that is left of a once 
proud and friendly home. Many picnics were held under 
the huge shade trees where there was a tennis court and 
swings, a real place of beauty! It seems a shame for such 
a place where hopes and dreams were realized in those 
early days, to come to such a sad end. 



WALTER AND FRANCES CONIBEAR 

Walter and Frances on their wedding day, 
June 15, 1920. 

Walter (Walt) Stanley was born Feb. 8, 1892, the third 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James Sheills Conibear. 

His dad homesteaded north and east of W olseley 
School. When Walt was two years old, his mother passed 
away. His dad took the family to Ontario, but longed to 
be back. He returned, bringing his mother to help. 
Grandma Conibear was loved by all who knew her and 
was greatly missed when she passed away. 

When his sisters, Mabel and Jen, and brothers Arthur 
and Angus left the family home, Walt remained with his 
dad. Together they farmed a half-section. 

Besides being an active community worker and 
Secretary-Treasurer of Wolseley School, James looked 
after a garden and chickens; kept the home grounds tidy 
and clean; and maintained the buildings. 

Walt looked after the field work. The two men hired 
domestic help when needed. 

Walt married Frances Gertrude Parsonage on June 15, 
1920. Frances Gertrude was born on Aug. 18, 1891, the 
third daughter of Henry Josiah Parsonage and Elizabeth 
Hurtt. 

Frances attended Frey and Greenway Schools. When 
Frances passed into high school she and Lila Hayes went 
to Cypress River for six months and then to Glenboro for 
two and one:'half years. 

In the fall of 1911, Frances took third class normal 
training in Brandon. She then taught at W olseley School 
for the balance of 1911 and 1912. 

In 1913, Frances and the Hayes girls went to Regina for 
second-class normal. They lived in the attic of their 
friends' large house. Their parents sent them boxes of 
food. 

The normal class was large and the girls made hosts of 
good friends. 

In 1914 and 1915, Frances taught two rural schools in 
Saskatchewan, both in the Cymrie area. Her second 

school was very difficult. Approximately 50 pupils 
enrolled, two-thirds were Russian-German children and 
five could not speak English. They attended a Catholic 
school in the spring for several weeks. Frances was made 
very welcome in their homes, so different from hers. 

The school had a phone and one morning Frances got 
the sad news that her dad had passed away. The trustees 
told her to close the school and they would put her on the 
train to go home. The train ride home was beautiful with 
all the glorious autumn shades of late September. School 
was closed until Frances returned to finish the term. 

From 1916 to 1920 Frances taught in Manitoba. She 
taught Wolseley School again for a year; Greenway 
School a year; then substituted in Excelsior for a few 
months. From there she went to Glenboro and taught 
grade V. 

School was closed for many months while the influenza 
epidemic was sweeping the country. Frances contracted 
the disease and was sent home for her mother to nurse 
her. Her family wanted her home so she resigned from 
Glenboro School at Easter, giving up a bonus of $100.00. 
Teachers' salaries at that time were lower than that each 
month. 

Walter and Frances planned their wedding. It took 
place in her mother's shady flower garden with 50 guests 
and music by gramophone. Their attendants were her 
sister Nettie and young Chris Vickers. Showers for brides 
were not fashionable in 1920 but the couple received 
beautiful wedding gifts. For their honeymoon they went 
by train to Winnipeg, to North Dakota to holiday with 
uncles, aunts and cousins. 

Farm life was a new experience for Frances and she 
loved it. Walt taught her to run the car; 52 years later she 
was called in for her first driver's test. She did not take it 
and sold the car. 

Walt's dad gave them the quarter section with all the 
wonderful buildings; a good pasture for stock; and a 
creek for extra water. They rented the quarter section 
across the creek east and north. 

When Art's (Walt's brother) wife "Minnie" had the 
"sleeping sickness", Walt and Frances took care of her 
and their baby, Marion. James Conibear motored to 
Victoria, B.C., where he married Rosabelle Conibear 
(Aunt Rosa). They honeymooned in Manitoba and took 
sick Minnie and Marion back with them. Art followed 
later. They had a beautiful home in Victoria, but often 
came back to visit the family in Manitoba. 

Walt and Frances led an interesting life. Dozens of 
nephews and nieces, as well as their parents, visited them. 
The children loved the bank barn. Walt could drive in 
with loads of hay and straw and unload with slings. The 
large scale was also an attraction. 

In the spring there was a wood-sawing bee to provide 
wood for the range and furnace. To keep the yard tidy, 
they piled it. Walt would cut blocks of ice from a lake 
and pile it in the bottom part of a three-storey bank 
building facing the barn. He would pack the ice with 
sawdust. This made a marvelous freezer for the beef ring 
meat, poultry, milk and cream, and garden produce. 

To help finances, Walt and Frances bought R.O.P. 
roosters and thus were able to sell hatching eggs to a 
company which paid according to how they hatched. 
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They also kept bees and sold gallons of extracted honey 
for 8¢ to 1O¢ cents a pound. Having the honey helped out 
when sugar was rationed. 

They kept pigs until the price went down to $6.00 
dollars each. 

Walt finally bought a tractor and taught Frances how 
to run it. She drove the tractor while Walt rode the 
binder. Frances was able to pick lots of berries while he 
stooked. Later Walt was able to hire Billy Vickers to 
stook at the going wage of $1.50 a day. 

The roads were not passable by car in winter and there 
was no ambulance service. So Frances had to make 
several trips to Winnipeg by train for medical attention. 

The "year of the dust", 1934, Candy Young (Craik) 
and Walt and Frances took a trip by train to the Pacific 
coast. The dust was bad in Manitoba, but Saskatchewan 
was pitiful. Beautiful farm houses were deserted; the dust 
was piled high above the fences. However, in Alberta the 
rain was falling. 

Another time, when there was a special low price on a 
trip to Victoria, Walt and Frances took advantage of it. 
They spent many happy days with Walt's dad and Aunt 
Rosa. She would pack a lunch and they would cruise all 
day in the Conibear launch. 

In the spring of 1940, Walt's dad, James, became ill; 
he passed away July 5, 1940. 

Between 1938 and 1950 so many loved ones passed 
away. WW II took some of the finest boys of that 
generation. There were also joyous events when Frances 
and Walt's nieces and nephews were married. There were 
four weddings in 1949. 

When their nephew, Raymond Ramage's, farm went 
up for sale in 1951 it seemed ideal to Walt and Frances as 
it was on Highway 23, east of Baldur; the building site 
with rows of beautiful evergreens was north of the curve 
going south to Greenway; thus convenient to both towns. 
Without hesitation they sold their own farm and pur
chased the Ramage one. 

Walt and Frances enjoyed working and living on their 
new farm. Walt renovated the barn and house to suit 
their needs. They planted many new shrubs and trees. 
The farm work was easier with combines and balers and 
less acreage. 

Greenway continued to be the centre of their social life. 
Both helped in Sunday School and church work. There 
were Ladies' Aid monthly afternoon meetings in dif
ferent homes and a local sewing course which was very 
successful for three years. 

As Secretary-Treasurer of Wolseley School, Walt had 
many meetings over its closure and the transporting of 
the children to Baldur School. 

In 1963, Walt's health was failing so they decided to 
sell their highway farm to nephew, George Ramage, and 
retire to Baldur. In September, 1964, they moved their 
home to a lot on Government Road, just north of the old 
Baldur High School. It took several years to get their lot 
in shape and grass lawns made. There was also wiring and 
plumbing to be done and a bathroom with fixtures to put 
in. Both Walt and Frances were very happy in their new 
home; they were near churches, the hall, stores, post 
office and bank. They joined the United Church and 
enjoyed worshipping with many new friends. 
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In January, 1968, both Walt and Frances had bad 
attacks of influenza and were both in hospital. Frances 
recovered, but Walt was sent to St. Boniface Hospital for 
surgery. He returned to Baldur Hospital, where he died 
May 11, 1968. 

Frances continues to live in Baldur. On Aug. 16, 1981, 
she celebrated her 90th birthday with her many friends 
and relatives. 

ANGIE AND ALICE CONIBEAR 
FAMILY 

Donald, Bea, Angie, Alice and Eleanor on Angie and Alice's 60th 
wedding anniversary. 

Angus Conibear married Alice McManus on Nov. 30, 
1914. 

Dave and John McManus had worked their way 
westward by being expert axemen and working in lumber 
camps. After cutting cordwood for a living, they returned 
to Ontario, encouraging a younger brother Tom and his 
motherless family to come west. Tom McManus and his 
family moved, about 1900, to the farm east of Greenway, 
where Dennis Barsalou now lives. Two sisters ac
companied him, to help him care for his family of Esther, 
Alice and John. Esther married Jim Shiells, cousin of 
Angie Coni bear . John McManus, the only son, served 
overseas in WWI, then worked as a bricklayer and 
stonemason in Stonewall, Man. He died in 1967. 

Following the marriage of Angie Conibear and Alice 
McManus, in November, 1914, they settled on W 22-5-
13, previously owned by McPhee, Angie's uncle, present 
site of the Coni bear Family. 

Angie and Alice had three children: one son Donald; 
and two daughters, Genevieve (Bea) and Eleanor 
(Dodes). Angie and Alice farmed for 30 years, then 
moved to Greenway in 1944, where Angie carried on his 
carpenter work. Here they lived for 31 years before 
moving to Baldur. In 1974, they celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary. 

Angie was an avid sportsman. As a young man he 
played hockey and baseball and later enjoyed curling, 
when the old Baldur rink was south of the tracks, before 



there was a rink in Greenway. As caretaker of the 
Greenway rink, his great aim was to have true ice. He· 
served one year on the Municipal Council, in 1938, filling 
out the remainder of Bob Ramage's term. As community 
workers, both Angie and Alice were active in all 
Greenway functions. For all caterings, everything from 
their house was borrowed, except the sink, to be used at 
the rink, church or hall, imagine the frustration next day 
at noon, going to mash the potatoes!"? the masher is at 
the rink. 

In February of 1978, in his 89th year, Angie attended 
his last hockey game, shortly afterward he suffered a 
stroke and passed on, enjoying his sports to the last. 

Alice lived alone in their home in Baldur until her 
death two years later, at age 88. 

Donald Conibear was their only son, and was born in 
January, 1916 (see Donald Conibear history). 

Genevieve (Bea), second child of Angie and Alice, 
obtained her education at Wolseley and Baldur 
elementary and high schools. She attended high school by 
sharing a light housekeeping room and "baching" at the 
homes of Mr. and Mrs. C. Vickers, Sr. and Mr. and Mrs. 
Eddie Cramer. She graduated from the Misericordia 
Hospital, Winnipeg, in 1940, and worked at the 
Municipal Hospital through the 1941 polio and en
cephalitis epidemics. She was married in 1942, to 
Lieutenant C.H. Jenkins of the 3rd Field Ambulance 
Corps. He met with a fatal car-truck accident in 1953. 
Bea has worked as occupational health nurse at the Bay 
retail store in Winnipeg since 1953. She has one daughter, 
Rhyll and two grandchildren, living in Toronto. 

Eleanor took up the profession of teaching, but after a 
few years, attended business college and worked at 
secretarial jobs in various places. After her marriage to 
an employee of the Royal Bank, Bryan Smith, his 
promotions negotiated many transfers, until they settled 
in Regina, where Bryan is manager of a Royal Bank. 
They have three children all attending university. 

DONALD AND WINNIE CONIBEAR 
FAMILY 

Yvonne, Donald, Bob, Winnie and Iva Lynne. 

Donald continued to farm on the same half of 22-5-13 
where he was born in 1916. 

In the horsepower days of the early thirties it was every 
boy's pride and joy to own a prize horse. In this capacity, 
Donald started his community support by exhibiting his 
horse at the Greenway Fair. He has been a consistent 
member of the Agricultural Society since boyhood, 
serving in several capacities, including three years as 
president during which time the move was made from 
Greenway to Baldur sites. He was a junior Seed Club 
member in the thirties, and won a trip to serve as a guard 
in Winnipeg during the royal tour of King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth. He was a 4-H leader for seven years. He 
was a strong supporter of all sports, from playing ball 
and hockey, to curling and to helping coach and tran
sport the next generation. In 1940, Donald married 
Winnie Robert from Glenboro and in the same house in 
which he was born, they raised their family of two girls, 
Yvonne and Iva Lynne, and one boy, Robert (Bob). 

Winnie and Donald both served on the committee 
which erected the memorial cairn in Greenway. The 
unveiling of this cairn took place at the time of the Baldur 
School reunion, thus suitably closing a once-proud
community and adding the remnants to another. 

Donald and Winnie were active in all the Greenway 
activities until its demise. In recent years, they have 
transferred their active allegiance to the Baldur com
munity. 

Yvonne was born in January, 1941, and took her 
schooling at Greenway and Thor Schools, and high 
school in Baldur. She married Ken Down of Holland and 
they have five children: Donny; Kenneth; Kim; Robert; 
and Debbie. They live in Holland where Ken is employed 
by Gowryluk Potato Processing Plant. 

Iva Lynne was born in September, 1942. She took her 
elementary schooling in Greenway and Thor and her high 
school in Baldur. She attended Red River College in 
Winnipeg where she trained as a secretary. After working 
for the Manitoba Hydro in Boissevain, she married Keith 
Howden of Goodlands. They now live in Brandon, where 
Keith works for Manitoba Hydro and Iva Lynne works 
for C.U.P.E. They have two boys, Darryl·and Jason. 

Bob and his wife Shirley, with one boy, Derek, are 
carrying on the family farm, as Donald has now retired, 
but still continues to live on the farm. Derek James is the 
fifth generation of Conibears to live on this farm. It has 
been in the Conibear name since 1893, and in the family 
by relative, since 1883 (see Bob Conibear history). 

BOB AND SHIRLEY CONIBEAR FAMILY 

Robert Angus, youngest and only son of Donald and 
Winnifred Conibear, was born on Oct. 29, 1949. He 
attended Thor School until 1959. He completed his 
elementary and high school at Baldur. In the fall of 1967, 
he started a farm mechanics course at Assiniboine 
Community College, while also working at a gas station 
in Brandon. After he completed the course, he returned 
to Baldur and worked at Dearsley's Agricultural Supplies 
and then at the Baldur Garage until December, 1970. 

He married Shirley Alice, daughter of Fred and Mary 
Macklin, on July 19, 1969. Shirley attended Glenora 
Elementary School and Baldur High School. She went to 
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Bob, Shirley and Derek. 

the University of Manitoba and received her teaching 
degree in 1968. She taught one year in Victoria-Ruth 
Hooker School in Selkirk and returned to Baldur in 1969, 
where she continued to teach grades V and VI until June, 
1972. She taught part time for two more years and still 
does substitute teaching. 

Bob and Shirley lived in Baldur from July, 1969, until 
June, 1971, when they moved a new house onto the SW 
22-5-13. They started farming that April in partnership 
with Bob's dad. Bob bought the farm from his dad in 
January, 1981. Bob and Shirley's son, Derek James, was 
born on Oct. 17, 1978. 

Bob is an active sports enthusiast, playing hardball 
with the Baldur Regals; fastball with the Mariapolis 
Blues; curling as a regular member of the Baldur Curling 
Club and in local spiels; and bowling as a member of the 
Baldur Belgium Bowling Club. He has been president of 
the Greenway Agricultural Society from 1979 until now, 
1981. Shirley, also a sports enthusiast, is an active 
member of the Baldur Ladies Curling Club and the 
Belgium Bowling Club. Golfing is a pastime for both. 
Shirley is a working member of the Greenway 
AgriculturalSociety and she also teaches Sunday School. 

Standing: Aylmer, Lorenzo, Bill, Tim, Leonard, and Leo. Seated: 
Elizabeth, Mamie, Jake, Joan, Celina, Beatrice and Loretta. In Front: 
Ruby and Mabel. 
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JACOB AND CELINA CONRAD 
FAMILY 

Jacob (Jake) Conrad came to Manitoba from Trout 
Creek, Ont., in 1904, on an excursion for harvesting. He 
landed in Swan Lake and worked for one year for 
Auguste Vermiere. 

In 1905 he worked at Simon Fraser's. On April 23, 
1906 he married Celina Fraser and farmed at Swan Lake. 
Four children were born on this farm; Tim, Mamie, 
William and Leo. 

In 1912, Jake sold the farm to Joe Lafreniere and 
moved to Marringhurst district, on E 25-3-13 in Argyle 
Municipality, where they lived until 1959. Nine more 
children were born there; Elizabeth, Leonard, Aylmer, 
Beatrice, Lorenzo, Loretta, Ruby, Mabel and Joan. 

Celina died in January, 1959, and Jake in March, 1970. 
Tim married Antoinette Lavoie. He was employed by 

the U.G.G. as grain buyer until his retirement in 1967. 
They have a family of four sons and one daughter: 
Velma, Mrs. Don Rivest; Denis; Roland; Rene; and Paul. 

Mamie, a school teacher, married Louis Barrie. They 
moved to Vancouver. They had a family of five; Gloria, 
Gerald, Louise, Norman and Terry. Both boys were 
killed accidentally. Mamie died in August, 1978, and 
Louis in October, 1978. 

Willie married Caroline Boulet and moved to Somerset 
as a shoemaker from 1934-1952. He moved to St. 
Boniface in 1952 with a family of four; Donald, Doreen, 
Muriel and Robert. Willie died in June, 1980. 

Leo lived at the farm home until he died in January, 
1940. 

Elizabeth married Walter Ballantine. They have a 
family of six; Doris, Charlotte, Della, Elwin, Anita and 
Kay. (See Walter Ballantine history.) 

Leonard married Aline Chateau. They lived in Car
dinal. He enlisted in the navy in 1943, and served until the 
end of WWII. They had a family of two boys and two 
girls. About 1957, they moved to Oak Point where' he was 
employed as administrator of the municipality. Leonard 
died in June, 1978. 

Aylmer married Beatrice Mallitt in December, 1944. 
He was a grain buyer for some years in Manitoba. With a 
family of three, Judy, Connie and Gary, they moved to 
Kitimat, B.C. where he was employed by Alcan smelters 
until he died in August, 1973. 

Beatrice married Saul Delorme, a mechanic. They had 
two boys, Conrad and Lyle. Bea has been employed by 
Dr. Cohoe for quite some time in Pilot Mound. Saul died 
in 1977. 

Lorenzo married Elizabeth (Betty) Boulet III 

November, 1944. They have one son, Roger. 
Loretta married Don MacGillivray in February, 1953. 

They had a family of four, Kevin, Lavona, Gerald and 
Glen. (See Don MacGillivray) 

Ruby married Benson Dixon in November, 1942. They 
have one daughter, Beverley. They lived some years in 
California. Benson died in July, 1976, after moving back 
to Canada. 

Mabel married Alphonse Boulet in July, 1943. They 
have a family of five; Leo, Wesley, Melody, Clifford and 



Carman. (See Alphonse Boulet history.) 
Joan married George Boulet in November, 1947. They 

have a family of two girls, Simonne and Monique. 
George is a mechanic in Dunrea and Joan is postmistress 
there. 

AND SO THE YEARS ROLL BY 
W.J. COONEY FAMILY 

Bert on left. Edna with Bill, Raymond and Bob. 

The story begins away back, with Sarah Darling, of 
Wheeling, Virginia, and John Beck, of the same place. 
What a change in her young life, when, after attending a 
ladies' finishing school, she married John Beck and a few 
years later, with three children, the couple set out for 
Canada. They came up the Red River by steamboat, 
camped where the old City Hall stood, then set out for 
Palestine (now Gladstone) by mule team and wagon. 
They brought up a family of eight. Sarah died at the age 
of 38. Rachel, the second of this family, much later 
became Bert Cooney's mother. 

On the Cooney side, Michael came from Dublin in the 
1870's and joined the American Army. In the Everglades, 
fighting Indians, he developed fever, left the Army and 
came to Fergus, Ont. There he met Isabel Robison, a 
Scottish lady who had come to Canada with her parents 
as a little girl. They were married and brought up their 
family. Michael died and Isabel came to Glen Ewen, 
Sask. From there, Isabel, with two of her sons, moved to 
Palestine, where they lived on a farm beside Rachel and 
William Cooney, another of her sons. 

One piece of property 'Granny' brought with her was 
the same old grandfather clock her parents had brought 
from Scotland, not striking anymore, but to her a 
treasure. The night 'Granny' died, the old dog, out in the 
yard, set up a most baleful howling, and in the kitchen 
the large clapper hit one resounding clang on the gong. A 
true story, believe it or not. 

William and Rachel Cooney lived on the farm near 
Gladstone, and Bert was the second of their eight 

children, born in 1894. In 1915, he joined the 44th 
Regiment, and was in the army until his return on the 9th 
of June, 1918. 

By this time brothers Frank, Ted and Bill were 
operating the farm at Keyes. Bryan was still in school. 
Bert spent three y~ars on a farm at Neepawa, then 
returned to Ogilvie, where he married Edna Duncan 
(1890-1967). His family (mother and brothers) moved to 
Desford where they farmed until moving to the 
Okanagan Valley, where most of them still live. Edna and 
Bert, on the farm at Ogilvie, had three sons, Raymond, 
born in 1925, and Bill and Bob in 1928. 

In 1940, the Bert Cooney family moved to Neelin, 
having bought the Kelly farm four miles north and east of 
the town. Bert continued to farm there until he retired to 
Baldur, where he now lives with his second wife, Nora 
Kelly, originally from Neelin. 

Raymond received his schooling at Connaught and 
Neelin, then joined the Air Force in 1940. He trained at 
Brandon, and served in England and Egypt. On his 
return he worked in Walter Clark's garage, in Baldur, 
then went to British Columbia in 1948. He married Pat 
Nelson, of Arden, in 1947, settled in Vernon, where he 
still works summers, as a low-bed trucker, spending 
winters at their home in Yuma, Arizona. They have two 
sons, Murray, and Douglas. 

Bill, who worked on the farm, unfortunately was one 
of the many who took polio in 1953, and fought his battle 
with it, carrying on with his dad. In 1956, he married Ella 
Sampson of Neelin. They have two boys, Marlow and 
Darren, both at Sylvan Lake, Alta. Marlow married 
Debbie Campbell of Belmont. They have three children; 
Jaimie, Billy and Callum. 

In 1976 Bill and Ella sold the farm and retired to 
Baldur. 

Bob married Dorothy Johnson, of Baldur, and they 
have two children; Rob, now 19, and Allison, 17. Bob, 
preceding years, had worked for over 15 years at 
Skardal's garage, then took a year at teacher training in 
Winnipeg. Since that time he has taught motor 
mechanics, seven years in Winkler, and another seven in 
Brandon, where the family now lives. 

NEIGHBOURS 

I have some lovely neighbours, 
The best I've had by far, 
Some day I may go over 
Andfind out who they are. 

Brian Cooney 
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ALBERT AND MAE COOPER 
FAMILY 

Mae, Norma Mae, Raymond, George, Albert. 

Albert Cooper married Mae Campbell on Sept. 16, 
1939. They lived on the George Cooper farm. They had 
four children: Raymond; Norma; George; and Larry. 
Albert passed away on April 6, 1955, and on June 17, 
1955, Mae and the family moved to Neelin. 

Mae lived in Neelin until 1972, when she moved to 
Baldur, where she still resides. 

Raymond was born on March 28, 1941. He attended 
school in Neelin. He married Catherine Hall of Killarney 
in August of 1964. They have five sons and one daughter. 
They reside in Weyburn, Sask., where Raymond works as 
a mechanic. 

Norma was born on July 16, 1942. She attended school 
in Neelin and Cartwright. She trained as an L.P.N. in 
1966. She married Gordon Gadsby of Souris in March of 
1967. They have three sons and live in Brandon. 

George was born on Jan. 29, 1944. He attended school 
in Neelin, Cartwright and Killarney. He married 
Margaret Ducharme in December of 1964. They have two 
daughters and live in Winnipeg, where George works for 
a roofing company. 

Larry was born on Dec. 12, 1946. He attended school 
in Neelin and Killarney. He married Darlene Henchey of 
Waskada, Sask., in October of 1971. They live in 
Brandon and Larry works at Camp Shilo as a barber. 

THE COOPER ERA 
HENRY AND MARY COOPER F AMIL Y 

Henry Nelson Cooper was born in England in 1846. In 
1870, he left England, where he was employed as a 
government draftsman in a London patent office, and 
came to Canada- settling in Ontario. He lived the next 10 
years in Hastings Norwood, during which time he 
married Mary Sexsmith, daughter of John I. Sexsmith. 
Their marriage was blessed with five children: John, born 
in 1873; George, 1875; William, 1877; Edith (Mrs. Jack 
Bolack), 1880; and Lillian (Mrs. George Martin), 1882. 

In 1880, the two families, Henry and Mary Cooper and 
the John I. Sexsmiths (Henry's in-laws) moved West. 
This was the time of boom when everyone, even the 
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Back Row: Jessie, Will, Mary, John and Bertha. Front Row: George, 
Henry and Mary. 

children, had their pockets full of money, and fortunes 
were made and lost overnight. When these families came 
through what is now the city of Winnipeg. On their way 
west, the present day Portage Avenue was nothing more 
than a prairie trail with a tiny hut or tee-pee belonging to 
the Indians here and there. It was spring-time and the 
area was a sea of mud. The Fort Garry Trading Post was 
there, surrounded by miles of open prairie. The Indians 
came with their furs for trading. 

They moved as far west as the present day Carman, 
where they stopped. Although Henry was not a car
penter, he managed to get a job as a foreman on a 
building project, earning wages of $5.00 a day. 

The shack which they bought, completely furnished 
with a small cupboard, stove and an old table, for the 
princely sum of $5.00, was situated on the banks of the 
Boyne River. The windows in the shack had no glass in 
them, only some netting to keep out some of the insects 
and flies, but not quite strong enough to keep out the 
bears which sometimes appeared at the window. When 
this happened, Mary used her big revolver, which she 
carried at all times, to scare these intruders away. 

The food supply was good. The river was full of fish 
which could be had for the taking, and the bush had lots 
of game and berries. 

After living here for about two years, the two families 
decided to go farther west. Henry and his father-in-law, 
John Sexsmith, left their families at Carman and walked 
as far west as the boundary of Brandon. Not seeing what 
they wanted, they walked back to what is now the Neelin 
district. Here they found what they wanted, then walked 
back to Morden to record their claims. 

The following spring, they put all their belongings in 
their wagon, along with Henry's and Mary's five children 
and a team of oxen to draw it, and turned west to try their 
new piece of land. At La Riviere they stopped for a night 
in what went by the name of a hotel. It was made of sod 
(the walls and the roof) and an earth floor ... but it was 
better than the open prairie! They had to ford the river at 
this point and again when they reached the Pembina 
River. Henry swam across the river first, leading the oxen 
with a rope to guide them. His wife and children and the 
Sexsmiths were all in the wagon which floated. The 
current was very strong at this point and the story was 



often told of how the oxen and wagon formed a half 
moon as the current pulled at them. Fortunately, they· 
had no mishap and reached the other side safely, but very 
scared! This was the point on the Pembina at one time 
called Wilson's Bridge. Another day of travel and they 
reached their destination, NE 32-3-14, where the first 
thing to do was to build a place in which to live. They cut 
down poplar trees and their first house was made of these 
poles with a sod roof which leaked when it rained. The 
floor was just earth, packed down smooth with time. 

Several other people soon settled in the area, namely 
Joe Neelin, Mr. Kelso, John Macey, Matt Sexsmith, R.B. 
Watson, Bill Daniels, Mr. Asher and A.D. McLaren. 
Another man by the name of Joe Dakota also settled here 
and was known as chief of the halfbreeds. 

There were no real stores here in the 1880's. The grist 
had to be taken to Emerson, a distance of about 100 
miles; and wells had to be dug by hand. A man by the 
name of John Aslin undertook the well-digging business 
in the area. 

1885 was the year of the Riel Rebellion and the settlers 
barred their doors at night and slept with guns near at 
hand. The old Red River Trail went right through 
Henry's property, not many yards from his door, and he 
and his family were able to see the Indians in their war 
paint and feathers, pass through on their way to the 
pipestone. Some walked, carrying guns and others 
followed in Red River Carts. These carts squeaked and 
groaned and sometimes continued passing through for 
days. They would often stop and ask for bread and beans 
which they were given, as the white people were afraid to 
refuse them, although no harm came to anyone in this 
area. In other areas there were rumors of some white 
people being scalped. Guns could be heard booming and 
it was anxious times as the settlers had no protection 
other than themselves and their neighbours. On one 
occasion when John and Mary went to Emerson for 
provisions, a three day trip with oxen, they left four of 
the children at home. One evening while the children were 
eating supper, a 'huge' Indian walked in and demanded 
bread; they told him all they had was on the table - he just 
laughed, picked up the bread and walked out. The 
children couldn't get any more bread until their parents 
returned so they had to exist on milk. 

In 1886, a disastrous prairie fire swept through and 
wiped out everything in its path. Henry's barn was 
burned, along with a purebred calf, a set of sleighs, and 
40 loads of hay which had been cut by hand. The rabbits 
ran out of the bush and some even took refuge in the 
house. Fortunately, the house was not in the direct path 
of the fire and they managed to save it. 

The first school was built on the SW corner of 33-3-14 
in 1887, and was named Roseberry School. Henry was 
one of the first trustees and also served as secretary for 18 
years. The school was eventually moved to the town of 
Neelin, drawn by 20 teams of horses. One of the teachers 
who taught at this school was a married man, whose 
home was at Grandview, and every weekend he would 
ride his bicycle home and back again for Monday 
morning. 

In 1900, tragedy struck the family, when Mary, at the 
age of 47 years, died from the dreaded typhoid fever. She 

was laid to rest in the old cemetery, a few miles south of 
Baldur. 

All of Henry's and Mary's children spent their entire 
life farming, and all were extremely successful in this way 
of life. 

After Mary's death, Henry continued to live on the 
homestead (Norman Desrocher's farm) for a few years; 
then he built a small house in his son George's yard 
(where Ken Riglin now lives) and lived there until he 
passed away in 1920, at the age of 74 years. He was 
buried in the Neelin Cemetery. And so ended a long, hard 
but fruitful life as one of the first pioneers of the Neelin 
district. 

JOHN HENRY AND MAY COOPER 
FAMILY 

John and May. 

John Henry Cooper was born April 6, 1873 in Hastings 
Norwood, Ont., the eldest of five children born to Henry 
and Mary Cooper. 

John came to the Carman area with his parents in 1880 
at the age of seven, and about three years later moved to 
the Neelin district, where his father homesteaded on 32-3-
14. He attended school in the Roseberry School which 
was located on the SW corner of 33-3-14. The family also 
attended church in the schoolhouse. 

In 1899, John married Mary (May) Francis Martin of 
Crystal City and their marriage was blessed with three 
daughters: Eva (Mrs. Henry McLaren), born in 1905; 
May (Mrs. Ted Bramwell) - 1908 and Phyllis (Mrs. Neil 
McLaren) - 1911. 

John and May homesteaded on SE 33-3-14. Their 
first house was a small three-room shack. As their family 
increased and they needed larger living quarters, John 
moved a house which stood on SW 5-4-14 to the 
homestead. It was a two-storey house, one large room on 
the lower level and two bedrooms on the upper level. 
Eventually they added a kitchen, a back porch, a 
woodshed and a verandah along the east and south side, 
as well as a basement and cistern under the house. This 
same house still stands on the homestead and is occupied 
by his grandson, Allan Bramwell. At some time, after the 
house had been moved from 5-4-14, that quarter section 
was sold to Jim Gillies (where Walter Gillies now lives). 
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Eva, May and Phyllis. 

John built a new barn in 1910. This was a large barn 
with many conveniences - it too still stands on the 
homestead. It had a large loft, water pipes which supplied 
water to all parts of the barn, the water being pumped by 
the windmill, which was also erected just at the south end 
of the barn. A 'Litter Carrier' was installed, the tracks 
enabling the bucket to be taken to any area of the barn 
and eventually outside where it was dumped. This barn 
was also equipped with cement floors and gutters, 
providing good drainage. 

John was a very progressive man, besides the watering 
system and the litter carrier, he continued to work for 
more modern and convenient ways to make the work 
load easier. In the early 1920's, he was the first in the 
district to install a Delco Electric Light System in his 
home and of course in the barn also. This system was 
used until the hydro took over in approximately 1948. 
This electric plant not only provided lighting, it turned 
the butter churn, the cream separator and the washing 
machine. It provided a yard light and a light in the 
machine sheds, the garage, the bunkhouse - even the 
outhouse. The old chimney lamps were outdated around 
this home, but wisely kept close at hand in case at some 
time the electric plant might break down. 

John farmed for many years with horse-drawn 
equipment and gradually modernized to tractor-drawn 
equipment with all the modern conveniences. He owned a 
large breaking plough and an International tractor, 
which he lent to many of his neighbours to break their 
land. In those days everyone helped one another. 

The family's means of transportation was by team and 
democrat or the single horse and buggy in summer; in 
winter it was the cutter or sleigh. John's first car was a 
second-hand Studebaker which he purchased from Alex 
Fowler. As the years went by and money became more 
plentiful, the modern cars gradually replaced the older 
ones. 

Grain farming was the main means of the family's 
livelihood, however, horses, cattle, sheep and pigs were 
raised. In the early years the horses were kept for the 
farming - the other animals for food and of course for 
sale. In the spring John usually had some fat cattle, 
which he sold to Joe Lyons at Baldur. There were no 
trucks to transport the cattle at sale time, the only means 
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of getting them to Baldur was to drive them there. 
In the early years May made butter by the tubfuls. At 

that time the only means of separating the milk was by 
putting the milk in pans and skimming the cream off 
after the milk had set in the pans for a few hours. Once a 
week John and May took the butter to Crystal City -
about 35 miles - and sold it for 15¢ a pound. This money 
was used to buy groceries. They also bought small 
amounts of groceries at Neelin and Baldur. 

The threshing of the grain was done with the old steam 
engine and threshing machine. John and his two 
brothers, George and Will, worked together with the 
threshing gangs, which usually numbered from 16-20 
men. This was a busy time for May, as there were meals 
to be made for these hard-working men. The grain was 
taken to Neelin to be sold. 

John, always eager to invent new things, patented a 
wood splitter in the 1930's. This was a large steel tractor 
wheel with an axe-type piece of iron welded onto it. It 
was driven with a belt from the farm tractor. This 
woodchopper was mounted on two large skids for easy 
movement from place to place, by means of a tractor. 
This device was certainly an easier and faster way to split 
wood, which was used in large supply for heat in the 
homes and in the cook stoves. 

A school was a necessity and in approximately 1911, 
John donated two acres of land for the school on the 
northeast corner of the quarter section where John lived. 
The school was named Connaught and grades I-VIII were 
taught. John was one of the first trustees and served in 
that capacity for several years. The school teacher always 
boarded at the Cooper's, from the time the school was 
built until they retired and then the teacher continued to 
board there, with their daughter, May (Mrs. Ted 
Bramwell), until the school closed its doors. 

John and May attended the United Church in Neelin 
along with their family. 

John's main interests besides farming were hunting 
and fishing, curling and participating in the trap shoots at 
Rock Lake. He also did carpentry work. His grand
children remember the tables and cupboards he made; 
also the doll furniture he made and the whistles he carved 
for them from the green willow tree, this he did when he 
had some leisure hours! 

May took great enjoyment in the chickens, turkeys and 
especially the ducks and geese. The large pond behind the 
barn was ideal for them. After retirement she spent her 
hours sewing, making quilts, hooking rugs and baking. 
In summer she exhibited her crafts in all the local fairs 
and took home her fair share of ribbons. 

John and May's three girls attended the Connaught 
School until grade VIII and continued their education in 
the Neelin High School. Their means of transportation to 
and from school was their faithful pony 'Ben'. The barn 
where the pony spent the day, was located on the site 
where May Cooper's house is located in Neelin. 

Eva married Henry McLaren in 1929, and they farmed 
the quarter section known as the 'Graham Place' east of 
Neelin. In later years Henry and Eva also farmed her 
father's quarter section NW 32-3-14. 

May married Ted Bramwell and they farmed the 
Bramwell homestead - east of Neelin on the east side of 



the Pembina River. 
Phyllis, upon finishing school, attended normal school 

in Winnipeg. After this, she returned home to the farm, 
which was at this time rented by Ted and May. She taught 
school for one year at Treesbank, Man. She married Neil 
McLaren; they farmed at Venn, Sask. and at Ochre 
River, Man. About three years ago, they retired and now 
live in Kelowna, B.C. 

In 1941, John and May Cooper retired, the homestead 
was taken over by their daughter and son-in-law, May 
and Ted Bramwell. They built a small house in the same 
yard and continued to live on the farm to which they had 
devoted their entire life. May passed away in 1954, John 
in 1958. Both were laid to rest in the Neelin Cemetery. 
The little house in which they had spent their retirement 
years was sold and moved to Baldur. The farm is now 
being farmed by their only grandson, Allan Bramwell. 

SW 33-3-14, which was left to Phyllis, was sold to 
Nelson Cooper (Will's son) and the NW 32-3-14 - left to 
Eva, was sold to Ken Riglin. This ended an 86 year era in 
the Cooper family for this particular piece of land. This 
quarter section is the only piece of land which is not still 
in the family. The Norman Desrochers farm, SE 32-3-14 
was the first Cooper homestead in the Neelin district. 

And so the pages of history close on the life of John 
Henry Cooper, whose contribution to the community in 
which he lived will last forever. 

THE PAST AND PRESENT 
V.L. AND ELIZABETH COOPER FAMILY 

Vivian Lansdowne Cooper, better known to his friends 
and relatives as 'V.L.' was born in Fergus, Ont. in 1869. 
He was the son of the Venerable Horace D. Cooper, 
M.A., D.D. and Selina Caroline (Ruthven) Cooper, who 
had a family of eight boys and two girls. Horace Cooper 
came west in the spring of 1893, and was incumbent of 
Emmanuel Anglican Church at Holland, Man. 

In the fall of 1893, V.L. came out west and joined his 
father there. He worked for a short time at the newspaper 
office, 'The Holland Recorder'. In the spring of 1894, he 
came to the Manitou area and after taking a few months 
training at the Manitou Normal School, began teaching. 
He taught at Manitou, Valley View, and La Riviere 
Schools. It was while he was in this area that he met 
Elizabeth Conner, twin daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Conner who lived in the Pembina Valley between 
Mowbray and Snowflake. On Jan. 21, 1899, they were 
married by his father at the Conner home. They resided 
in La Riviere where he was teaching. On Nov. 11, 1899, 
their first child, Walter, was born. 

V.L. accepted a teaching position at Marringhurst 
School in 1900. They moved into a log house about three 
miles from the school, known as the Stinson house. At 
this time they owned very little in the way of material 
things, but they were young, very much in love and they 
had a baby boy. They also owned a cow (a wedding 
present), a dog and a cat. V.L. loved to relate the story to 
his children, about the evening he, his wife and son went 
to visit Mr. and Mrs. Alex McWilliams, (George Mc-

William's father). While having tea, they heard a dog 
bark, and on looking outside they found their dog had 
followed them. A few minutes later they heard a loud 
'moo' and there was their cow. They decided it was time 
to go home, but before they left the house, their cat 
jumped up on the window sill meowing loudly. They 
must have been a close knit family. It was while they were 
in the Stinson house that twin sons, Alfred Everest and 
James William Henry were born on Dec. 18, 1902. 

In 1903 V.L. moved to SW 32-3-12, a half mile north 
of the school, formerly owned by the Bently family. The 
post office operated from this house, so on Oct. 26, 1903, 
V.L. was appointed postmaster by the Deputy Post
master General. 

V.L. enjoyed his six years teaching at Marringhurst 
School. It was a real challenge for him being a great lover 
of nature to see that trees and shrubs and flowers were 
planted all around the school. He also encouraged his 
pupils to take part in all his endeavours. The maples and 
caraganas are still there. 

On Jan. 9, 1906, Jessie May was born and it was in that 
year that V.L. resigned as teacher and turned to farming 
on a larger scale. He often told with a smile that he could 
not raise a family on a $45.00 a month salary. Nestor 
Endemion was born on Dec. 31, 1908, and on May 22, 
1910, Ethel was born with the help of a midwife and Dr. 
Speechly. Grace Theresa was born on July 23, 1913. 
Stanley Garnet was born on Nov. 17, 1915, completing 
the family. 

When war broke out Walter enlisted and Alfred and 
James went to Agricultural College in Winnipeg for a few 
months. The younger ones had plenty of chores to do, 
but they still had time for play. The family had won
derful neighbours and Elizabeth would take the children 
with her when she went to visit. Happy times were had at 
the Bill Robinsons, Ventresses, Elseys, Conrads, 
Wilsons, Cruikshanks, Ballantines, and at Uncle Jack 
and Aunt Maggie Sans oms who had six children. The 
family enjoyed picnics at Rock Lake. They attended the 
Anglican Church and also the services at the 
schoolhouse. There were really good concerts in the 
school and V.L. never missed a political meeting. 

V.L., being a scholar not a farmer, believed education 
came first, so he sent Jessie to high school in Pilot 
Mound. Walter returned from overseas and took up 
farming and Harry and Alfred began farming a few miles 
north. In 1921 V.L. decided to buy a house in Pilot 
Mound so the rest of the children could go to high school. 
Elizabeth was reluctant to leave the farm, but in spring 
she returned to the farm taking the three youngest with 
her. 

Elizabeth suffered a stroke in 1952 and after five years 
as a bed patient, passed away in 1957. Ethel was close 
enough to care for her during these years. 

V.L. shared the homes of Walter, Jessie and Ethel. He 
enjoyed his daily walks, a little gardening and a game of 
cribbage. In July, 1964 he developed pneumonia and was 
admitted to hospital. He reached his 95th birthday on 
Oct. 23. He passed away on Oct. 29, 1964. Memories of 
happy times will always remain with the family. 

After the war Walter bought the quarter section across 
from the school. He married Edith Day and they had six 
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children; Doreen (Mrs. Bob Dudgeon); Sheila who died 
in infancy; Vernon; Louise (Mrs. A. Krueger); Claire; 
and Linda (Mrs. W. Nelson). Walter still lives at the farm 
in summer and spends the winters at his home in Pilot 
Mound. 

Jessie completed her normal school in Manitou, and 
taught school before marrying Peter Dales, a C.P.R. 
dispatcher. They moved to Saskatchewan and after many 
moves with the railroad, they finally settled in Herbert, 
Sask. They operated a very successful weekly newspaper 
and when Peter died in 1962, Jessie carried on until she 
sold out and retired in 1978. They had three children, 
Donna (Mrs. A. Macdonald) of Vancouver; Darlene 
(Mrs. L. Nickleson) of Morse, Sask. and David of 
Herbert. 

Alfred and Harry never married. Harry passed away in 
1965 and Alfred in 1971. 

Nestor married Bertha Geirnaert and they had one 
child, Zelma (Mrs. Don Levreault) of Winnipeg. Nestor 
passed away in 1944 after three kidney operations at the 
age of 35. 

Grace married Graydon Embury of Clearwater in 
1939. They had a family of five children: Charles in 
California; Greg in Wynyard, Sask.; Julie and Sylvia in 
Regina and Bill in Vancouver. Grace passed away in 1973 
after a long but courageous battle with Hodgekin's 
Disease. 

Stan was a carpenter by trade and worked for the Good 
Roads for many years. He married Laura Mills of 
Carlyle, Sask. He passed away in 1975. 

Ethel married Robert Birdsell of Kelso, Sask. He was a 
butcher and together they operated their own store in 
Holland for seven years. In 1950 they moved to Manitou 
where they owned and operated a butcher store and 
grocery store for 25 years, retiring in 1975. They had 
three children, Nancy Roberta (Mrs. W.H. Macdonald) 
of Victoria, B.C.; Dr. Dennis Birdsell and Stanley 
Birdsell, both of Winnipeg. 

WILLIAM AND LAURA CORNOCK 
FAMILY 

Laura and William. 

William Bromley Cornock and Laura Crozier were 
married in Erin County, Ont. in 1885. It was there that 
their oldest son Clarence, was born in 1886. In 1888, 
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they moved to a farm in Glen Valley, B.C. During the 
time they resided there, their next three children were 
born: Stella Winnifred (Waugh) in 1889 (see Waugh 
History); Mildred Elizabeth (McLennan) in 1891; and 
Percy James in 1895. While they were living in Glen 
Valley, William arranged, through correspondence, to 
trade his farm with Mr. George Mills Johnson for one, at 
what later became the site of Greenway, Man. This trade, 
although sight unseen, was supposed to be for equal 
value in land, buildings, and household effects, even to 
preserves and canning done by the wives. Unfortunately, 
to William and Laura's dismay, they found the Greenway 
farm was not equal in either value or living conditions 
and even the cupboards were bare! In fact, they had to 
live in a small log house for several years; but to their 
credit they succeeded in making a good living from 
farming. As well, William initiated several viable 
business ventures which established him as a prominent 
figure in the community. During this time, also, two 
more children were born: Emma Dorothy (Smith) born in 
1897; and William John born in 1900. In the early 1900's 
they were able to build a lovely, landscaped residence 
which their family fondly referred to as the 'big brick'. 

William and Laura resided on this farm for the balance 
of their lives, with Bill and Perce taking over the business 
of farming. William died in 1940, and Laura in 1948. Bill 
and Perce continued farming until the fall of 1967, when 
they sold the farm to Stan and Bunny Todd, and retired 
to Baldur. Bill died in December of 1967, and Perce in 
July, 1981. All members of this family are now deceased. 

CLARENCE AND CATHERINE 
CORNOCK F AMIL Y 

Clarence and Kate. 

Clarence William, eldest son of W.B. Cornock and 
Laura Crozier, was born on Sept. 28, 1886, at St. 
Thomas, Ont. The family moved to Greenway, Man., to 
take up farming on S 2-5-13. Here Clarence and his three 
sisters and two brothers grew up, attended school and 
farmed. 

On June 24, 1914, Clarence married Catherine, fourth 
daughter of John McLennan and Mary McLeod (see the 
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John McLennan story). Catherine (Kate) had also grown 
up in the Greenway community. They settled on SW 11-
5-13 to which they later added NW 11-5-13. This land was 
bought by Clarence's eldest son Elton in 1965, and is 
presently owned by Elton's second son, William Brian. 

Elton, Jill, Barny, Eileen, and Royd. 

Clarence and Kate raised a family of five children; two 
girls and three boys, and lost one son, Aubrey Ross, at 
the age of five months. 

The family's endeavours centered on a mixed farming 
operation; grain and cattle and, as was the general 
pattern of that time, a good assortment of hogs, chickens 
and often turkeys. Many cows were milked (up to 25 by 
hand), butter churned, bread baked, wild fruit preserved, 
gardens tended, to stock the pantry for the winter's 
needs. Besides these, rocking the cradle, making and 
mending clothes and feeding the threshing gangs, were 
the tasks usually taken on by the ladies of the family. The 
men, aside from the actual farming and tending the 
stock, cut, hauled, sawed and split wood to keep up to 
the demands of the stoves during the long, cold winter 
months. They hauled water from a distant well for the 
stock and the home needs. The men, too, were very much 
a part of the scene at butchering time, always a 
significant event on the farm activity roster. 

Crops were often hard fought for and many were lost 
to drought, hail and grasshoppers. In 1940, the day of 
W.B. Cornock's funeral, Clarence and Kate lost their 
entire crop as a result of a devastating hailstorm. 

However, despite hard work and a challenging and 
ever-distant goal, many happy times were enjoyed in the 
Greenway community, where church, hall and rink were 
the focal points of activity. Curling was one of the main 
winter activities, and Clarence, Kate and their family all 
enjoyed the sport and some members became avid 
curlers. The dances at the community hall were highlights 
of the social scene and it was not unusual for the entire 
family to be toted along to join in the festivities. When 
reminiscing, it is often mentioned that as the evening 
progressed the younger children were soon sleeping 
behind the piano or on the benches, while the rest danced 
the evening away. Church and Sunday school attendance 
were an integral part of) the pattern of life in "those 
days". Clarence also served as school trustee and 
initiated a 4-H seed club in the busy community. 

Among the joys and sorrows which were the fibre of all 
pioneer family stories, illness was by far the greatest trial 
to afflict a family. A loving wife and mother, Kate passed 
away in December, 1941, at the age of 51 years. Her life 
had to end, but the beautiful and dear presence of a 
mother had to be preserved in memory as the family 
carried on. 

Clarence and Kate raised a family of five. 
Eileen Laura (Mrs. Cynric Lodge) was born in 1915. 

(See the Lodge family story.) 

Diane, Bruce, Brian, Grant, James, and Neil. 

Clarence Elton was born in 1919, and served in the Air 
Force. In 1943, he married Alice Huculak and they had 
six children. Diane married Len Bodner and their 
children are Jason, Kyle, Erin and Joel. They reside in 
Winnipeg. Bruce married Roberta Whiting and their 
children are Evan, Kristin and Brennan. They reside at 
McGregor, Man. Brian married Cecilia Simoens and 
their children are Meghan, Beckie and Brett. They are 
currently living on the home farm at Greenway. Grant 
married Linda Destoop and they had one son, Dirk. 
Grant died at age 24 in 1974. James lives in Calgary. Neil 
married Gail Jefferies and they reside in Winnipeg. 

Barry James was born in 1921. He served in the Air 
Force .. In 1945, he married Ellen Shiels. They have one 
daughter, Maxine, who married Rheal Courcelles. These 
families live in the Calgary, Alta. area. 

Royd Dalton was born in 1923. He attended school at 
Greenway, helped with the farming and at an early age 
began trucking for "Stephen and Hedley" transfer. In 
1949, he married Armandine DePauw of St. Alphonse. 
In 1951, Royd took employment with United Grain 
Growers at Mariapolis. Here their eldest daughter, 
Shireen Catherine, was born in 1954. In that same year 
Royd received his first posting to his "own" elevator at 
Otterbourne, Man., where he worked for three and a half 
years. Here the second daughter, Mona Marie, was born 
in 1957. In 1958, Royd took over management of the 
U.G.G. elevator at Somerset, Man., where he is currently 
in his 30th year of service with the company. In 1965 a 
third daughter, Nancy-Ann Jyl, was born. Shireen 
married Denis Pittet. Mona married Remi Decosse. 

Jyle Marie was born in 1925. She attended Greenway 
and Baldur schools and obtained her R.N. at the 
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Misericordia Hospital in Winnipeg. In 1950 she married 
Melvin Chatterson of Wolseley, Sask. They presently live 
in Regina where they own and operate the firm of 
"Chatterson-McMillan", janitorial supplies. They have 
two children, Bette (Mrs. Don Welsh) and Garth. 

Clarence died in 1975, and was laid to rest in Baldur 
Cemetery beside his wife Kate, son Aubrey and grandson 
Grant. 

The hopes, traditions and memories of a "pioneer" 
family, the W.B. Cornock family, are carried on by the 
sons, daughters, grandchildren and great-grandchildren -
the youngest member of the C.W. Cornock branch is 
William Brett, son of Brian and Cecilia, bearing the 
initials of his great-great-grandfather. 

CHARLES AND ELIZABETH COUZENS 
FAMILY 

Charles Couzens was born in the county of Wiltshire, 
England in 1826. He and his wife, Elizabeth Hillyer, 
came to Canada in 1856, settling in Toronto, later 
moving to Guelph. In 1882, they came to this district, 
where they lived their remaining years. Charles had a 
boot and shoe repair shop in Baldur, for several years. 

Charles and Elizabeth were loyal members of the 
Methodist Church, and Charles was an enthusiastic 
worker in the Sunday School. He served as Sunday 
School Superintendent for l3 years in Baldur and was a 
much loved and respected man. A tablet in memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. Couzens, was placed in the Methodist 
Church in Baldur, in 1908, by their daughter. 

Charles and Elizabeth had three daughters and one 
son, William, Emily (Mrs. Wellford), Annie (Mrs. John 
Harrower) and Louisa, who was first married to 
Alexander Kelso, they homesteaded in the Rock Lake 
district. Alexander died in 1892, and in 1895, she married 
E.C. Montague of Rock Lake district. 

Elizabeth died on Oct. 4, 1901, and Charles died on 
Dec. 23, 1907. 

WILLIAM AND MARY CRAIK HISTORY 

William and Mary. 
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William and Mary (Anderson) Craik, originally from 
Athelston, Que. came with their three eldest children to 
the Purves district in 1879, then to Dry River in 1885 
where they homesteaded NE 22-4-12. 

They later acquired SW 23-4-12 from the C.P.R. at 
$3.00 an acre. There was a great deal of bush on this 
quarter, but some prairie and a natural spring of water, 
so it was used as pasture land. Later they bought NW 22-
4-12 from David Bentley for $900.00. The Craiks moved 
to this place in 1900. William was the first man from Dry 
River to serve as a councillor for the Rural Municipality 
of Argyle. He represented Ward 1 from 1906 to 1909. 

In June of 1890, while the Craiks were still living on 
their homestead, they had three pigs, each weighing 
about 175 pounds which they kept in a log pen some little 
distance from the other farm buildings. A bear came 
along one night, climbed into this pen, tackled one of the 
pigs and carried it away a short distance eating about half 
of it. The next day William moved the two remaining pigs 
into a small stable with a sod roof, and a good tight door. 
That night the bear fed on the pig he had killed the 
previous evening. The third night he returned again and 
since there was no more of the first pig left, he had to 
look elsewhere for his supper. He visited the stable where 
the other pigs were, climbed up the corner to the roof and 
tore a strip about 30 inches wide out of the sod roof but 
apparently did not care to jump down, so went to another 
stable which served as a hen house, tore a hole in the roof 
of it and ate three hens. 

The following day William's neighbours assisted him 
in a search for the bear but without success. They held a 
council of war that evening and decided to sit in the 
stables, three men in each, and await the return of Mr. 
Bear. William, his son Alex, and James Baird were in one 
stable. In the other were William Davis, David Bentley 
and Stewart Robinson. All were fully armed with rifles 
and shotguns loaded with buckshot. 

It was a very dark foggy night and everything was silent 
until about 1 :00 a.m. when Mr. Bear came to the stable 
where the pigs were, climbed up the corner, and appeared 
at the hole in the roof. Mr. Bentley immediately jumped 
to his feet, pointed his gun at the bear's throat and 
emptied both barrels. This did not kill the bear but it lost 
its balance and fell into the stable. Then Stewart 
Robinson fired, where he thought the bear had fallen, but 
still Mr. Bear was going strong. Somebody opened the 
door and out went the men, the pigs, and lastly the bear, 
the men being the most scared. The bear then took up his 
position on a manure pile outside the stable door and the 
men circled around. Everybody got their guns into action 
but after remaining a target for awhile, Mr. Bear got up 
and walked a few yards, fell into a water hole, but was 
still alive. Only one man had any ammunition left. He 
walked to the hole and fired, but apparently missed, for 
very soon the bear crawled out and walked away into the 
bush. Although they did not get the bear that night, he 
did not live to return, and it was reported that Indians 
found him dead about two weeks later. 

It was a mighty exciting night for some people and 
judging from the ammunition used on so dark a night, it 
was a miracle that someone was not killed. 

In 1909, William and Mary left Dry River for 



Greenway where they built and operated a general store. 
The Craiks had eight children, four boys and four 

girls. A baby born in 1892 died at birth. 
Alex was born in 1875 (see Alex Craik History). 
Jessie was born in 1876. Jessie married James 

McLellan. They had a store and post office in Greenway. 
They also farmed for a time near Greenway and later 
operated a store and undertaking business in Baldur. 
They had three children, Mary, Edith, and William. 
James died in 1946, and Jessie in 1961. Mary married 
Edgar Chalmers and they had one daughter, Doris, who 
married Dave Dowd. They now reside in Grosse Isle. 
Mary and Edgar are deceased. Edith married Frank 
W oodal!. She is widowed and lives in Winnipeg. Her twin 
boys, Ronald and Murray are both electricians and live in 
Winnipeg. William (Willie) McLellan is deceased. 

Christena was born in 1879. She married Stewart 
Robinson in 1903. They had three girls and one 'boy. 
They farmed in Dry River and operated the Post office 
from 1909 to 1947 (see Graham History). 

Fred was born in 1881 (see Fred Craik History). 
George was born in 1884 (see George Craik History). 
Lillie was born in 1885. Lillie stayed on the farm until 

1916, when she went to Greenway and worked in the 
store with her mother and father. Lillie married Charles 
Tisdale in 1923. They lived on the old Tisdale farm in the 
Greenway district where son, Bill and daughter, Mar
jorie, still farm. Lillie died in 1949, and Charles in 1966 
(see Tisdale History). 

Mary was born in 1887. She married Andrew Embury. 
They operated stores in Rossendale, Vandura, Fairlight 
and lastly in Neelin. They retired to Belmont. Andrew 
died in 1966, and Mary in 1967. They had one son, 
Gordon, and two daughters, Marjorie and Alice. Gordon 
studied law at the University of Manitoba and served 
with the army in WWII. He practised law in Edmonton 
where he and his wife Bea (Phillips) and family still 
reside. Marjorie married Lloyd Dandridge and they were 
in the bakery business in Souris where they still reside. 
Alice lives in Winnipeg. 

Ira was born in 1890 (see Ira Craik History). 

ALEX AND BELLA CRAIK 
FAMILY 

Alex was born in 1875. He married Bella Wilson. They 
had five children, four girls and one boy; Mary, Lillian, 
Edna, Robert and Gladys. They homesteaded 24-4-13, 
three miles south and one mile east of Greenway. Two of 
their children, Mary and Lillian, were born on that farm. 
They sold this farm to Mr. S. Dillabough and moved to 
18-4-12, where they lived for a short time and a third 
daughter, Edna, was born. 

Mrs. George Craik, who was Elsie Dillabough, 
remembers driving over to visit the Craiks with her 
mother and brother, Jim, just a few days before they left 
this farm. She told of the unusual visit of a lynx to the 
farm. The dog had chased it up a tree where Alex had 
shot it. A lynx was almost unheard of in that area. 

They sold their farm equipment on March 25, 1907. It 
turned out to be a very stormy day. The auctioneer was 
John Harrower but the clerk did not show up, so Ira 
Craik drove over to Dillaboughs about one and three
quarter miles and got a scribbler and pencil and acted as 
clerk. 

Shortly after, they moved to Greenway where they 
took over the store and post office from Peter A. Mc
Bean and later had a lumber and coal business. Two 
younger children, Robert and Gladys, were born in 
Greenway. Alex's father, William Craik, took over the 
grocery business in a new building in 1909, which was 
later run by his son, Ira Craik. Alex continued in the 
flour and feed, lumber and coal business. 

Once while unloading a carload of lumber into the 
storage building the supporting beams gave away and 
Alex was pinned under a heavy pile of lumber. He would 
have been killed except for the quick work of Arthur 
Desrochers, who was helping unload. Arthur began 
tossing boards in all directions in order to free Alex. 

Alex and Bella moved from Greenway in the early 
1920's to their farm on 35-4-13, one mile south of town, 
where he was assisted by his son, Robert. While there, a 
beautiful tree belt was planted on the west and evergreens 
on the south. A big new barn was also built. Bella died in 
1932. The farm electrification came to the area in 1948, 
and while they had the buildings wired, the lights were 
not on until just after Alex retired to Greenway in 1949. 
Alex lived in Greenway until moving to Baldur on Nov. 
1,1955, where he passed away on Sept. 14, 1962. 

The eldest daughter, Mary, worked in the law offices 
of Hon. Ivan Schultz at Baldur and Otto Schultz at Pilot 
Mound before entering the Manitoba civil service in 1938 
for the Winnipeg Juvenile and Family Court as secretary 
to Judge Hamilton, and later as Deputy Clerk of Court 
and Justice of the Peace in the Winnipeg Family Court. 
She is now retired and living in Winnipeg. 

Lillian taught school for seven years, of which three 
and one-half years were at Mountain Glen School near 
Miami, Man. The last year was in Greenway School in 
1933-1934. In September, 1939, she went to Ottawa to 
work in the post office department of the Federal 
Government. She then worked in the Wartime Prices and 
Trade Board until the end of the war, and then tran
sferred to Statistics Canada with the retail consumer 
credit survey for the merchandising and services section 
until she retired. She has been living in Winnipeg since 
1980. 

Edna stayed at home and helped on the farm after 
completing her high school education in Baldur. In 
March, 1941, she took a position in Ottawa with the 
Department of National Defense of the Federal 
Government, first with Air Force Records and later with 
Naval Supplies. She remained there until her death in 
November, 1969. 

Robert farmed with his father and was active in the 
Greenway Fair, holding the office of secretary-treasurer 
for seven or eight years. He worked for a time in the 
municipal office in Belmont and then at Baldur Co-op. In 
July, 1954, he purchased a store in Baldur from Fred 
Jackson which he operated for nine years, as the Byrite 
Store. He sold the store in 1963, and worked as a 

369 



bookkeeper at Fannystelle, Boissevain, Killarney and 
presently in Melita. 

Gladys took her schooling in Greenway and Baldur but 
she contracted encephalitis at the time that an epidemic 
went through the Greenway and Baldur districts. She was 
about seven years old at the time and never completely 
recovered from the disease. However, she was able to 
help on the farm and later lived with her father and 
brother Robert in Greenway and Baldur. Following the 
death of her father, she moved to Winnipeg and lived 
with her sister, Mary, for about 15 years. She passed 
away on Jan. 1, 1979. 

FRED AND JESSIE CRAIK FAMILY 

Jessie and Fred on their wedding day in 
1912. 

Fred was born in 1881. He married Jessie Urquhart in 
1912. They had six sons; Bill, Douglas, Harold, Donald 
(D.J.), Gerald and Roy. 

Fred spent the greater part of his life as a representative 
for Massey Harris in Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba. He then farmed on the Bill Sampson place 
where D.J. and his wife, Emily Christopherson, 
remained from the time of their marriage in 1965, until 
1976 when they moved to Baldur. 

Fred and Jessie retired to the village of Greenway in 
1965, where they lived until fire destroyed their home in 
January, 1974. Fred died shortly after, in March, 1974. 
Jessie moved to the Argyle Lodge in Baldur where she 
resided until April of 1980. She is now in Virden near her 
son Gerald and his wife, Ruth Enns. 

Bill died in March of 1979, and his wife, Marjorie 
Stoner, in 1976. 

Douglas lives in Coleman, Alta. 
Harold lives in Edmonton and has two sons. 
Gerald lives in Virden with his wife, Ruth (Enns). They 

have two daughters, Kathy (Cameron) and Stephanie. 
Roy lives in Edmonton. Roy has three children; his son 

Randy is the only grandson to carryon the Craik name. 
Bill, Harold and D.J. served in WWII. 
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Roy, Gerald, Donald, Harold, Doug and Bill with Fred and Jessie on 
Fred and Jessie's 60th wedding anniversary. 

GEORGE AND ELSIE CRAIK FAMILY 

George and Elsie on their wedding day in 1917. 

George was born in 1884. He married Elsie Dillabough 
on Jan. 4, 1917. George came back from his homestead 
in Guernsey, Sask. and took Ira's place on the farm until 
1922. 

They farmed for a time, then operated a hotel in 
Baldur for many years. George served as caretaker of 
Baldur Hospital for several years. 

They resided in Argyle Lodge, then Prairie View Lodge 
in Pilot Mound, and lastly in Central Park Lodge in 
Winnipeg, where George died in April of 1980, and Elsie 
in October, 1981. 

George and Elsie had one son, Murray, and one 
daughter, Alice. 

Murray joined the R.C.A.F. in 1940, and was reported 
missing over Germany and presumed dead. 

Alice was a telephone operator, then worked for the 
Royal Bank in Baldur and Winnipeg. In 1949 she married 
Douglas Ingram, who was manager of various branches 
of the Royal Bank of Manitoba and in Geraldton, Ont. 
They have two sons: George and John. They now reside 
in Winnipeg. 



Murray before going overseas with 
R.C.A.F. 

Back Row: Doug, John and George. Front Row: Alice, George and 
Elsie. 

IRA AND CORDIE CRAIK 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Fred, Ira and Alex. Front 
Row: Jessie, Cordie and Bella. This 
picture was taken at Ira and Cordie's 
wedding in 1917. 

Ira was born in 1890. He remained on the farm until 
1912. In 1917, he married Cordelia Young. 

Ira was the elevator agent for United Grain Growers at 
Greenway for a time. Ira and Cordelia farmed on 35-4-13 
for eight years. In 1925, Ira and Cordie took over the 
general store from father William, and remained there 
until retirement in December of 1974, when they entered 
Prairie View Lodge in Pilot Mound. Ira died in March of 
1981, and Cordie in October, 1981. 

They had two sons, Russell and Donald, and one 
daughter, Jean. 

Russell 

Russell served in the Infantry and Paratroops in 
WWII. He spent the greater part of his life as an 
operating engineer in British Columbia. He died in April 
of 1977. His daughter, Gayle (Ewaski) lives in Calgary 
and has one son, Damian. 

Sharon, Murray, Jean and Art. 

Jean is a pharmacist (University of Manitoba, 1948). 
She married Art Down in 1951. They operated Down's 
Pharmacy for 14 years, then Art went to work for 
Agriculture Department at the University of Manitoba 
and Jean has worked as a relief pharmacist since that 
time. They have one son, Murray, and one daughter, 
Sharon. 

Donald is a graduate engineer of the Universities of 
Manitoba and Minnesota. His engineering and business 
career has included a period in industry, in teaching at the 
University of Manitoba and in consulting work. He 
entered provincial politics in 1966 as a Progressive 
Conservative candidate and was elected Member of the 
Legislative Assembly (M.L.A.) for St. Vital Constituency 
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Polly, Donna, Judy, Shirley and Don. 

and then in 1969, 1973, and 1977 as M.L.A. for Riel 
Constituency. While in government, he variously served 
as Minister of Mines and Natural Resources, Minister of 
Education, Minister of Finance and at this writing, holds 
the post of Deputy Premier and Minister of Energy and 
Mines. He married Shirley Hill of Baldur, daughter of 
Art and Olive Hill in 1953 (see Hill History). They have 
three daughters, Judy, Polly and Donna. 

G.W. AND MARY ANN CRAMER 
FAMILY 

The Cramer family came from Ireland and first settled 
in what is now Pennsylvania. From there, a son, George 
Washington Cramer, moved into Ontario, near 
Kingston, where he married Mary Ann Raycroft in 1858. 
They had 10 children. 

In 1879, three of the eldest sons came to Emerson, 
Man. by train, then walked to Portage where they staked 
claims to homesteads in Argyle. Then they returned to 
Ontario. 

In 1880, the entire family moved to these homesteads, 
coming to Emerson by train, then Red River carts, via 
Pilot Mound. 

George Washington's homestead was SE 20-5-13. The 
family lived here except for the brothers who 
homesteaded the other sites. The original house was 
made of logs as were the out-buildings. The original log 
house was later used as a pig barn. 

One more daughter was born at Baldur. 
The oldest son, George William, married Orilla Card. 

They lived on SW 20-5-13 (now Mitchells). They had six 
children. He later moved the family to British Columbia. 

The second son, Albert Edward, homesteaded NE 18-
5-13 (still owned by Cramers). He married Elizabeth 
Playfair from Ontario in 1884, at Otenaw, Man. They 
had eight children. 

The third son, Christopher James, homesteaded what 
is now the Ramage Farm. He married Mary Ellen Follis 
from Ontario in 1889, at Baldur. They had four children. 
They also moved to British Columbia. 
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The fourth son, Matthew Thomas, married Laura Ann 
Morgan and had nine children. They homesteaded the 
farm where Paddocks now live. (They also owned the 
quarter west of the homestead and built the big two
storey frame house which still stands). Eddie Cramer 
lived there for years. Skardals now own it. The eldest 
son, Jesse, took over the farm after his father. 

Jane Jennie, the oldest daughter, married William 
John Welsh in 1889, at Baldur and farmed near there. 

Frederick Sparin married Rachel Johnson and moved 
to British Columbia. 

Margaret Elizabeth married Jesse Nunn. They moved 
to the United States and had seven children. 

Charles Abraham married Lucy Kates at Baldur. They 
moved to British Columbia and had 10 children. 

John Washington, the sixth son, remained on the 
family homestead. 

Arthur Gordon, the youngest son, died in infancy. 
Mary Arthetta, the youngest daughter, married Oman 

Nunn. 

JOHN WASHINGTON AND MARGARET 
CRAMER F AMIL Y 

John and Margaret, shortly after their marriage 
in 1904. 

John Washington, sixth son of G.W. and Mary Ann, 
remained on the family homestead. He married Margaret 
Ann Conibear on June 7, 1904, and lived there until his 
death in 1938. Following his marriage, a two-storey brick 
house was built, where they raised seven children. 

Minnie Irene, the eldest, married Eugene Dickson from 
Salt Lake City, Utah, and lived in the States. They had 
one child, Patricia. Following Eugene's death, Minnie 
remarried. She passed away in 1968. 

Norman Wilfred moved to British Columbia and 
passed away in 1967. He is buried at Chetwynd, B.C. 

William George married Marie Piroux from Treherne, 
Man. They have one son and are living in British 
Columbia. 

Jean Rosabelle married Chris Johnson of Baldur. They 
had three children. She is now married to Ed Frieson and 



is living in North Burnaby, B.C. 
Edith May married Charles Hooper. They have one 

daughter, Louise. They have lived in Saskatchewan and 
Alberta, but moved back to Baldur in 1977. 

Doris Rene married Robert Sloan and had seven 
children. They are living in British Columbia. 

David Henry married Winnifred Jenning. They had 
two daughters and live in Winnipeg. 

The homestead farm, 20-5-13, later included the 
northeast quarter, which was mostly covered with large 
oak and poplar trees. Many hours of hard labor were 
spent uprooting the trees with a big steam engine. Several 
farmers owned steam engines with which they threshed 
grain in the fall. In the evening, at quitting time, the 
whistle from each engine could be heard echoing across 
the country. During WWII the engine was sold for scrap. 

The farm was sold in 1946, and later sold to the present 
owner, Andre Gagnon. Following John Washington's 
death in 1938, Margaret Ann rented the farm until it was 
sold. She moved to Winnipeg later and married Julian 
LaRocque. She died in 1971. 

Childhood memories of growing up on the farm are 
many and' varied. The quarter horse, Tony, trained for 
herding cattle, was bought to be used as a school pony. 
Many years he pulled the children faithfully in a two
wheeled cart, back and forth to Wolseley School and 
later to Baldur School. When driving to school through a 
dust storm, a handkerchief held over the face aided in 
breathing. In time, he knew every gopher hole and stone 
along the road, which he skillfully hit with one or the 
other wheel. Horseback riding was a challenge to a 
greenhorn. The least pressure on a rein, at full gallop, 
Tony turned sharply, leaving the rider sailing through the 
air. Mounting the horse was a test also. As soon as he felt 
weight on his back he was away, often leaving the rider 
on the ground. In time he became so crippled he was 
useless for work. 

Large bundles of used clothing from cousins at 
Niagara Falls, N.Y., were sent during the depression 
years. One was fortunate to have two pairs of shoes, one 
pair for "good", Sundays and visiting, the other pair for 
daily wear. It was the same with dresses and coats. 
Moccasins were worn in the winter. Hand-me-downs or 
made-over clothes were often worn. Long, hand-knit 
woolen stockings were worn in winter over the not-to-be
forgotten, fleece-lined long underwear. This had to be 
worn until May 24, regardless of the weather. The month 
David was born, Edith, Rene and John were all in bed 
with pneumonia. 

ALBERT AND ELIZABETH CRAMER 
FAMILY 

100 YEARS IN ARGYLE 

Albert Edward Cramer came to Manitoba from 
Ontario in 1879. He walked with John D. Cummings, 
from the end of the rail line at Rat Portage, which later 
became Portage la Prairie. John Cummings was a former 
Mississippi steamboat captain. John went to settle on the 
north side of Lake Lorne. Albert Cramer filed an ap
plication for a homestead on NE 18-5-13 on May 5, 1880. 

Back Row: Nettie Watson, Lily and Syd Bateman, Albert Sr. and 
Elizabeth, Albert Jr. and Eva. Middle Row: Jim Cramer, Lome 
Watson holding baby girl Beth, Bob Watson, Wilfred Cramer, Gladys 
Cramer, W.H. Croft and Vera. Front Row: Albert Bateman, Bill 
Cramer, Jessie Cramer, Margaret Bateman, and Roy Bateman. 

In 1883, he built a log cabin and on June 3, 1884 he 
married Elizabeth Playfair, daughter of G.W. and Jessie 
Playfair. The district at that time was known as Otenaw 
Post Office. Later he purchased SW 18-5-13 from Matt 
Rankin, who was a brother-in-law, and built a house 
where his son Wilfred and wife Gladys lived until Wilf's 
death in 1960. This is the quarter which the Paddock 
brothers now farm. 

The first years they had to take their wheat by team 
and wagon to Emerson, where they had it milled into 
flour, and sold what they had over to buy staple food and 
clothing. 

Albert and Elizabeth raised five children, born in the 
log cabin, before Elizabeth passed away at Baldur on 
Oct. 25, 1927: Albert Edward Jr., Elizabeth (known as 
Lily), Wilfred, Vera and Annette (Nettie). 

Lily married Syd Bateman, farmer, and remained in 
the area. They had three children, Roy, Margaret and 
Albert. Lily passed away May 28, 1974. 

Vera, who had trained for a teacher, taught briefly 
before she decided to train for a nurse. She married W.H. 
Croft. Vera is now a widow and maintains her own home 
in North Burnaby, B.C., where her father died in 
November, 1941. 

Wilfred remained in the area as a farmer and married 
Gladys Craig of Baldur. 

Nettie also trained as a teacher. She married Lorne 
Watson and they farmed in the Homewood district. They 
had two children, Bob and Beth McLean. 

Albert Jr. farmed E 18-5-13 from 1927 until his death 
in 1958. In 1914, he married Eva Janet Aitken. She is 
now a resident of Hillcrest Place, Brandon. Eva and Vera 
Croft are the only surviving members of that generation. 

Albert and Eva had three children, Jessie, Jim and Bill. 
Jessie married Harvey Fines, son of the Baldur High 

School principal. They had three sons, Robert, Wayne 
and Donald. Jessie passed away in 1978 in Brandon, and 
her son Donnie died accidentally in 1962. 

Jim farmed with his father until joining the army and 
being posted overseas. While he was in England he 
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Back Row: Barry and Brian. Front Row: Irene, Marion and Jim. 

married Irene Faulkner of Leicester, England. They had 
three children, Brian, Barry and Marion, and a chosen 
son, John. Brian makes his home in Carman with wife 
Carole (nee Clarke) and twin sons, Bradley and Douglas, 
and daughter, Catherine-Anne. Barry and his wife 
Loraine (Lombard) have one daughter, Terri-Anne, and 
a son, Trevor, both born at Baldur Hospital. Barry is the 
fourth generation Cramer to farm this land. Marion 
married Glen Whitmore of Wellwood, Man. They now 
reside at St. Adolphe with their three children, Roseanne, 
Jamie and Steven. Roseanne and Jamie were both born at 
Baldur as their parents lived and worked on the farm, 
NW 18-5-13 for two years. John graduated from Crocus 
Plains School in Brandon and now works there. Jim 
retired from managing the Manitoba Bull Test Station at 
Douglas in 1981 and now resides on the original 
homestead, NE 18-5-13. 

Bill Cramer also served overseas. He was with the 
RCAF. On his return he joined the Manitoba Hydro, 
where he was employed until his retirement in June, 1981. 
He married Roberta Dyer of Portage la Prairie in 1949 
and shortly afterwards moved to Morden, Man. where 
they still reside. Bill and Roberta have two sons, Gregory 
and Garth. 

WILFRED AND GLADYS CRAMER 

Wilfred Playfair Cramer was born on Dec. 14, 1893, 
the third child of A.E. and Elizabeth Cramer. He farmed 
with his father and brother until his marriage to Gladys 
Mildred Craig of Baldur in April, 1926. 

They first resided on SW 25-5-13, which was the 
original George Cramer homestead. They later moved 
onto SW 18-5-13 when A.E. Cramer retired. 

The only time he was absent from the farm was while 
he was serving with the army during WWl. His service 
was in Canada. Wilf and Gladys had no children. They 
were staunch supporters of the United Church. Wilf died 
on Nov. 6,1960, and Gladys on Dec. 3,1979. 
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EDDIE AND MYRTLE CRAMER 
FAMILY 

Myrtle was born Feb. 11, 1903, to Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Scott. Myrtle married Eddie Cramer in 1925. They 
farmed in the Baldur district on his father's farm. They 
sold milk in Baldur for 35 years. Eddie was the un
dertaker for 15 years. 

Eddie passed away Dec. 15, 1967, at the age of 64 
years. 

They had one son, Elgin, who is now employed with 
the C.N.R. and is stationed at Emerson, Man. In 1953, 
he married Mildred Campbell, who has a hairdressing 
shop. They have three of a family: Lee of Swan River, 
Man., Grant of the R.C.M.P. at Evansburg, Alta. and 
Burk at home. 

Myrtle passed away in July, 1981. 

EDMUND AND AMELIA CRAYSTON 
FAMILY 

Edmund Crayston was born in Dunville, Ont. in 1842. 
He married Amelia Montague in 1868. Their first child, 
Ida, died in infancy, in 1870, and the Crays tons moved to 
Niagara Falls, Pennsylvania where they owned a store 
and lumber business. Here, their four sons were born, 
Edmund Jr., John, Thomas, and Joseph. 

In about 1884, Edmund came to Manitoba taking a 
homestead, SW 30-3-13, where the remains of a buffalo 
pound were still in evidence and Indian artifacts may still 
be found there today. 

Later, Edmund sold this farm and bought from Walsh 
Bros., the site of the mill where the old store was used for 
a dwelling. He brought his two eldest sons to Manitoba 
about 1886. His wife, Amelia, who had bought the NW 
21-3-13 in 1881, through her brother, John Montague, 
came to Manitoba with the younger two sons in the early 
1900's, and a large home was built on this property. Mrs. 
Amelia Crayston also bought land in the Wigton district, 
from which she donated land for the site of the first 
Wigton School. 

Edmund Crayston Jr. gave up farming and moved to 
Winnipeg, where he worked as an architect and also was 
employed by Paulin Chambers Co. 

John (Jack) Crayston farmed at different times but 
also had employment in the city. He married Lillian 
Clark and they had three boys; Ted, Jack (deceased) and 
George. George worked the farm for a number of years, 
selling it a few years ago to Claude and Greg Crays ton. 
George married Mary Leslie of the Wigton area. They 
had two children, David of Calgary, and Joan (Crayston) 
McKenzie of St. Catherines, Ont. George and Mary are 
retired in Winnipeg. 

Thomas (Tom) Crays ton farmed with his father. He 
was very interested in good horses and brought in a 
number from Ontario. He and his father met an early 
death when their house was burned to the ground and 
they both lost their lives in December, 1920. 

Joseph (Joe) Crayston farmed in the Wigton district 
and in 1904, he married Maude Leslie of that area. Later 



they moved back to the home farm and settled on NE 20-
3-13. Joe, besides farming, had a Case Agency for some 
time and also worked as a repair or set-up man when the 
company needed extra help. Joe and Maude had two 
children, Hazel and Claude. Hazel married Gordon 
Roberts, formerly of Glenora. They made their home in 
Flin Flon where they remained until Gordon retired in 
1971. Gordon and Hazel then moved to Kingston, Ont. 
where their son, Leslie, and family reside. Gordon passed 
away in 1977, and Hazel in 1980. Claude married Anne 
Inglis, of Oak Lake, in 1947. (See Claude Crayston 
History). Joe died in 1937. In 1947, Maude moved to 
Glenora where she passed away in 1967. 

CLAUDE AND ANNIE CRAYSTON 
FAMILY 

Claude was the son of Joseph Crays ton and Maude 
Leslie. Claude remained on the home farm, 20-3-13 with 
his father and mother and carried on farming after his 
father's death in 1937. 

Claude married Anne Inglis of Oak Lake, in 1947. 
Claude and Anne have two children, Claudia and Greg. 

Claude has been an antique collector over a number of 
years, and has a small museum arranged for his 
collection. 

Claude and Anne now live in Glenora in the home 
previously owned by George and Ida Wilson. 

Claudia attended Glenora Elementary and Baldur 
High School. She married Jack Bolack of Baldur on Oct. 
5, 1968. They farm the former Kay home place, the Leslie 
Simpson Farm, and part of the Crayston farm. They 
have three sons; Robert, Todd and Rodney. They attend 
school in Glenora. 

Greg attended Glenora Elementary School and Baldur 
High School. Greg married Grace Lazaruk of Vita, on 
July 25, 1981. They farm the home farm and the north 
quarter of the Lloyd Kay Farm. Grace lived in Baldur 
while she taught Glenora School, grades I to IV, from 
1976, until present time. 

JACK AND CECIL CROFTON 

Jack and Cecil Crofton. 

Jack Crofton was born in England and came to 
Canada in 1908. He bought NE 29-3-13 from George 
Graham. Jack built a house and a barn on the land. For 
many years Jack worked on the C.N.R. tracks at 
Glenora. He never owned a car, but he used a bicycle to 
get places. He had a small box on the back of his bicycle 
and he had a small terrier pup that used to ride in the box 
wherever Jack went. 

Jack sold the farm to Bill Gallagher in 1946. He passed 
away on Jan. 30, 1948 and was buried in the 
Marringhurst Cemetery. 

Cecil Crofton, Jack's brother, was also born in 
England and came to Canada a few years after Jack 
came. He lived with Jack on 29-3-13 and worked out 
around Glenora. He took sick and passed away in his 
49th year in 1923, and was buried in the Marringhurst 
Cemetery. 

JAMES AND MARY CRUIKSHANK 
FAMILY 

James M. Cruikshank came from Tara, Ont. at the age 
of 14, and took up a homestead in the Waskada district. 
Here he met Mary Balfour. 

Mary came from Bruce County in Ontario in 1880 with 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Balfour, and seven 
brothers and sisters and settled north of Pilot Mound. 
They came to Emerson by train and headed across 
country with two oxen for Pilot Mound where Bruce 
County neighbours already lived. They stopped at farm 
homes and baked bread every second day or so, picked 
up fresh water and milk, and then moved on. After 
arriving, Arthur cut a large tree at ground level making a 
big floor for the children to lie on at night. The house was 
built around this tree stump and the home still stands on 
the farm north of Pilot Mound. In 1896, Mary and her 
sister, Frances, and two brothers, Frederick and George 
went to normal school on William Ave., Winnipeg, now 
a library. They only· spent three months getting their 
teaching certificates. Mary went to the Waskada district 
where she opened up the first school in the west in 1896. 
She walked to school across the prairie, put the fire on, 
split kindling and carried wood with some help from the 
pupils who were older than she was. They appreciated 
being able to study and learn to write their name and read 
grade I readers. 

In 1904, James and Mary settled in the Marringhurst 
District on 21-3-12, with son Orval and daughter 
Elizabeth. Mary's sister Rhoda already lived there with 
her husband Robert H. Robinson. In that year the crops 
were burned up so badly it made poor eating for hens and 
livestock. 

James Cruikshank was active in community projects 
and politics. After being in the Progressive Conservative 
party, he left and organized the C.C.F. Party. He also 
took part in Wheat Pool org~mizations, and set up the 
district beef ring which proved to be a bonanza to the 
farmers there. The Glenora Oil Co-op was organized and 

375 



managed by James. He invented the Universal harrow 
hitch and manufactured and sold it from his blacksmith 
shop on the farm. 

James and Mary had seven children. 
In 1905 a son Robert was born. He went to the U.S.A. 

in 1926, and married in Detroit. He lived there until 1940, 
and returned to Winnipeg where he took employment as 
a heating engineer with the government. He had three 
children. He and his wife are both deceased. Robert died 
on March 9, 1966. 

George was born Sept. 22, 1908, and died Aug. 13, 
1911. 

Eldon and Velma (twins) were born May 6, 1912. 
Eldon married Georgina McQuarrie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Archie McQuarrie of Dry River, in 1943. They 
had three sons: Morley, Larry and James who are all 
married. Eldon established the 'Cruikshank Bowling 
Alley' in Pilot Mound, and invented among other things 
a TV antenna which any adult can lower to adjust and 
elevate again. Many of these are seen around Pilot 
Mound. Eldon died Feb. 6, 1975. 

Velma married Sydney Sutton of Glenora, Man., and 
has lived in Winnipeg since. They have three sons: 
Raeburn, Lyall and Clare who are all married. 

Evelyn Kathleen was born Aug. 8, 1915. She was a 
school teacher, and she married Ray Atwood and lives in 
Vernon, B.C. 

Orval went to live in Philadelphia in 1943. 
Beth went to live in British Columbia in 1957. 
James and Mary Cruikshanks lived on their farm until 

1942, when James passed away. In 1943, Mary went to 
live with Velma and Sydney until her death on March 7, 
1957. 

JOCK AND JENA CRUICKSHANK 
FAMILY 

Jock Cruickshank married Vena Ricker, the daughter 
of Harry and Mary (Ledoux) Ricker of Neelin. Vena and 
Jock lived in Neelin for a few years and then moved to a 
farm. Their children attended school in Neelin, the three 
girls finishing school at Killarney. 

Jock and Vena had six children. 
Jim married Dorothy Kandel. They live in the Carberry 

area. Jim is a construction worker. They have five 
children: Randy, Wanda, Karen, Robert and Timothy. 

Don married Helen Boychuk. He is a truck driver in 
Brandon, where they live. They have one daughter, 
Shawn. 

Billie is married to Maria Enns and they live in Kit
scoty, Alta., where Billie works on the oil rigs. 

Judy married Joe Horn and they live at Kelwood on a 
ranch. They have four children, from a former marriage: 
Vicki, Lionel, Melanie and Nancy. 

Bonnie is married to Arnold Hoglander and they live in 
Lloydminster, Alta. They have three children: Michael, 
Arlen and Kara. 

Heather is a receptionist in Brandon Clinic. She has 
one daughter, Twyla. 
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CHARLES CUTHBERT FAMILY 

Charles Cuthbert came to Canada from Kent, 
England, in 1908, with his two oldest sons, Charles and 
Phillip (Tom) to what was known as Glendenning Valley. 
He returned to England and brought his other three sons, 
Ernest, Frank and Sydney to Canada in 1910. He then 
returned to England leaving his five sons in Canada. A 
few years later they moved to 5-4-13, which is presently 
the John Thomas farm. 

Sydney married Lou Brinkworth and they moved to 
36-5-14. They had two sons, Jack and Leonard. Jack 
married Olive Odell and they have one son Allan, who is 
married to Laurie Desrochers. They presently live on the 
same farm. Leonard never married and lives with Jack 
and Olive. 

Tom married Goldie Preston and lived on 6-4-13 until 
he went homesteading to Peace River, Alta. 

Charlie, Frank and Ernie built a home on 8-4-13. 
Charlie married Kathleen Somner and lived on 9-4-13 for 
awhile. They had two sons, Morris and Brian. They 
moved to Saskatoon. Charlie passed away in 1955. 
Kathleen and Morris still live in Saskatoon and Brian and 
his family live in Regina. 

Frank and Ernie farmed 8-4-13 and also bought the 
Ross place 4-4-13. Ernie never married. He passed away 
in 1945. Frank married Winnifred Collins in 1935. They 
remained on the farm until 1967, when they retired to 
Baldur. The farm is presently owned by Leon Martens. 
Frank passed away on Aug. 1, 1973. 

PERCY AND ALICE CURTIS 
FAMILY 

P.F. Curtis 

Percy and Alice Curtis both came from England. Percy 
Faulkner, son of C. W. Curtis of Dersley, was born in 
1860. He came to Canada in 1883, and farmed in the 
Pembina Valley, where he met Alice Lea. 



Alice, the fifth child in R.N. Lea's family of 12, was 
born in Staffordshire in 1875. She came to Canada with 
the Lea family in 1878, and settled with them on a farm 
10 miles south of Manitou and one mile from Pembina 
Crossing. 

Percy and Alice were married in 1893, in St. Luke's 
Anglican Church at Pembina Crossing. Before coming to 
Baldur, they lived in the Bahamas, on a farm where they 
raised sisal. When they came to Baldur, they bought Mr. 
Griffith's general store. 

From the time of their arrival about 1895, Percy and 
Alice became active and highly respected citizens. By 
their participation in the life of the community, their 
deep interest in the youth, and their never failing 
generosity, they well deserved the respect and affection 
which they soon received from all who knew them. 

For a time, Percy also operated a store at Greenway, 
and there he had a frightening experience. One day in 
April, 1899, while working upstairs alone, he was struck 
by lightning and was rendered unconscious for a time. On 
regaining consciousness, he found one leg completely 
paralyzed; but fortunately, he recovered fully in a few 
hours. Beyond a large hole in the roof, the building 
received no damage. A narrow escape, indeed! 

Percy spared neither time nor money in his desire to 
help promote good sport for the youth of the community. 
In 1900, he gave cricket sets to boys of several school 
districts, and in the news of that time there is an account 
of the first cricket match, Excelsior vs. Baldur, which was 
followed by races, jumping and other contests; and 
finally a dinner served in the store. No wonder they sang, 
"He's a Jolly Good Fellow'. 

In the same year, a boy's hockey club and a lacrosse 
club were organized. A tennis club followed in 1901, and 
in 1902, a rifle club was added. No doubt other men were 
involved in these projects, but always mention was made 
of Mr. Curtis, who was ever ready and willing to give of 
his time and resources. 

The smaller children were not forgotten. Quoted from 
the "Baldur Gazette" of April, 1905, "Mr. and Mrs. 
Curtis gave an Easter party in Victoria Hall for 85 
children of the Baldur Community, whose ages were 
chiefly from 3 to 11. The party lasted about three hours, 
during which time they enjoyed games and food - and a 
short address expressing the pleasure of the host and 
hostess at seeing them all so happy." 

Hallowe'en parties helped to keep lads occupied with 
harmless pursuits. At the Curtis home, they found a large 
variety of games for various ages and following the game, 
there was always a generous supply of food to finish the 
evening. Percy's motto could have been "Give them 
something better to do, and they won't go looking for 
trouble" . 

Percy and Alice were also vitally interested in the 
serious side of life. They were staunch Anglicans, and 
gave their whole-hearted support to the building of St. 
Mark's, Baldur. If illness came to a family, they gave 
their support, and showed their sympathy in whatever 
way would be of greatest benefit. Briefly stated, they 
were citizens who endeared themselves to young and old 
alike. When they left in 1908, to make their retirement 
home in Victoria, B.C., the best wishes of the whole 

community went with them. 
As long as possible they kept in touch by letters and 

Christmas cards; and though they were never back in 
person, the happy memories of their sojourn here are still 
very much alive in the Baldur community. Many Baldur 
citizens visiting Victoria called at 1660 Prospect Place to 
renew old friendships. 

In Victoria, Percy's years of 'retirement' continued to 
be filled with activity. At various times, he served on the 
Oak Bay School Board, was president of the Oak Bay 
Athletic Association, and was identified for many years 
with the Rugby Union and was a staunch supporter of the 
game. He was also an active supporter and one-time 
president of the Victoria and Island Navy League and 
honourable treasurer of the Victoria Red Cross Society. 
He was also chairman of the directors of Brentwood 
College. 

After moving to Victoria, Percy and Alice adopted two 
nephews, John Charles (Jack) and Edward Lea (Teddy), 
sons of Alice's sister, Rachel Sigg. Teddy, who became a 
pilot, lost his life in action during WW II. 

Percy lived a busy and productive life until ill-health 
curtailed his activities. He died March 8, 1936, and after 
cremation, his ashes were spread over Brentwood 
College. 

After Percy's death, Alice's brother and his wife made 
their home with Alice until her death on Aug. 27, 1962. 
Her remains were returned to Manitoba and interred in 
the cemetery at Pembina Crossing. 

It is more than 70 years since Percy and Alice Curtis 
lived in Baldur. But they will never be forgotten because 
of the great contribution they freely made to the life of 
this community. May the memory of all the pioneers be 
honoured. 

JAMES AND ELIZABETH DALE 
FAMILY 

lames Dale 

In 1881, one century ago, a young pioneer teacher by 
the name of James Dale, arrived from Uxbridge, Ont. 
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seeking a new way of life in the much publicized, 
fledgling province of Manitoba. His destination was what 
is now the Glenboro area. He decided to make his new 
home there, acquiring N 4-6-14. His wife, formerly 
Elizabeth Chambers, and their family came to the home 
"out west" in 1882 - a log house which was their home 
for the next 26 years. 

James was a scholar and was keenly interested in the 
progress and welfare of his community. At plowing time 
he studied his books while the horses rested. He taught 
the first school in southwestern Manitoba, situated on the 
southeast corner of 15-16-14, just a mile east of the later 
location of the well-remembered Victoria Church. This 
school was the original Hecla School and was later moved 
a mile west and one and one-half miles north where it 
remained until the end of rural schools. 

From 1902 to 1904, inclusive, James was the Reeve of 
the Municipality of Argyle. At the end of his second term 
he made a trip to England for the Federal Government to 
encourage immigrants to come to Canada. One more trip 
was made at a later date for the same reason. He passed 
away March 8, 1907, at the age of 67. 

Elizabeth spent her time keeping house and caring for 
her family. She attended church and enjoyed visiting 
friends and neighbours. Her later years were spent in 
Glenboro at the home of her daughter Louie. She died 
July 7, 1921, at the age of 83. 

They had six children: Herb, Louie, Alf, Jack, Dora 
and Roland. 

Herb was the eldest of the family. He farmed 19-6-14 
until his death in April, 1894, at the age of 26 from 
typhoid fever which was a dreaded disease of those early 
pioneer days. 

Louie, Mrs. Ad Snyder, made her home in Glenboro 
for many years. Ad was an active salesman of pianos and 
organs, later becoming an insurance agent. With the help 
of his wife Louie they did a good business. They had 
three children: Roy, Dorothy (Mrs. Norman Fallows) 
and Dale. 

Alf farmed for a while on 8-6-14 and married Emma 
Jones in 1894. In 1904, he rented the farm and went to 
Chicago where he attended the Moody Bible Institute. In 
the following years he carried on his ministry in the state 
of Wisconsin, his last charge being at Cadott. 

Dora, the second daughter and second youngest in the 
Dale family, became a school teacher who taught for 
some years at Mimir and Rathwell Schools. Later she 
married Lawrence Lockhart of Vancouver and spent the 
rest of her life with him in the ministry in Wisconsin, 
U.S.A. They had a family of four children: Fern, Glen, 
Ruth and Dorothy. 

The Dale family was saddened at the death of son 
Roland, who passed away in November, 1895, in his 19th 
year. 

John (Jack) Dale was a handsome young man, over six 
feet tall. He inherited the home farm 4-6-14. Perhaps he 
was more interested in politics and people than in far
ming. He was a great conversationalist, enjoying visiting 
and talking to everyone. It is interesting to note that his 
dad, a staunch Liberal, and he, a Conservative, would, 
on election day, go to vote, argue all the way there, vote 
against one another and argue all the way home. 

378 

Jack, Adeline, Maurice, Violet, and Austin, June injront. 

About 1903, Jack went to Toronto to visit his two 
maiden aunts and while there he met Miss Adeline 
Dunne, who later became his wife. At the time agreed, 
she met him in Winnipeg, having registered at Mansion 
House, a small hotel on Main Street, on Nov. 8, 1904. 
The marriage ceremony was performed by Jack's friend, 
Reverend R.E. Spence. Their honeymoon began in 
Winnipeg where they viewed the sights of the thriving 
city. Among their activities they strolled around the 
freshly poured cement foundation of the Timothy Eaton 
Department Store which still stands to this day. They 
came by train to Glenboro on a Wednesday and stayed 
with the Snyders, planning to go to the farm on Friday. 
However, Elizabeth would not have this as she thought it 
was a bad omen for a bride to enter her new home on a 
Friday (a log house that needed repairs), so they went 
home on Sunday instead. They were warmly greeted by 
Elizabeth and James and after a supper of freshly boiled 
eggs (in a tomato can), served with bread and butter, they 
hurried back to Glenboro to attend church service. 
Arriving late, they were watched with great interest by the 
entire congregation as they entered. They returned to the 
farm on Monday via wagon and so began their happily 
married life. They were fine community workers and 
strong supporters of the Victoria "Stone Church". Jack 
and his family remained for many years in the Glenboro 
area living on 4-6-14. In the old log house three children 
were born, Violet and two sons, both of whom died in 
infancy. A fine new house was built in 1908, and here 
three more children were born: Maurice, Austin and 
June. 

In 1913, Jack decided to enter politics, had a sale and 
moved to Baldur, but in 1914 the family moved by train 
to Belmont, where Jack became the manager of the 
Canadian Elevator. Here he did a good business and had 
many friends. During these years the farm was rented to 
James Barr. In 1917, it was decided that the family would 
return to the farm. Jack was soon back into farm routine 
and enjoying his favorite pastime, socializing with friends 
and neighbours. In 1919, he grew a good crop of flax 
which he sold for $5.00 a bushel, a fine price then. 
During this time a third daughter, Ina, was born. 



Violet became a teacher and taught for some 25 years 
at Mimir, Greenway, Glencove, Cypress River and 
Rathwell. She and her husband, Alf Palmer, built and 
operated the Highway Service Station on No.2 Highway 
at Cypress River for 37 years. In 1967, Alf and Violet 
sold the service station to Mr. and Mrs. Bob Benny and 
are now retired in Cypress River. They have two sons: 
Bert and wife Yvonne (nee Magnusson) who have five 
children; and Ray and wife Anne (nee Couser) who have 
two children. 

Maurice farmed for a number of years after his 
father's death. He married Nellie Fraser of LaRiviere, 
who came to teach at Mimir School and boarded at the 
Dale home. The family left the farm in 1940. Maurice 
then joined the Armed Forces shortly after. They have 
five daughters: Marie Jurick, Lorraine McLeod, Eleanor, 
Nellie Catherine and Marion. They have five grand
children. Maurice and Nellie have resided in Winnipeg 
since the end of the war. 

Austin also became a teacher and worked as teacher 
and principal in several Manitoba towns. He moved to 
Winnipeg in 1955 where he taught for 17 years. In 1947 
he married Emily Ford of Arden, Man. They have one 
daughter, Eileen (Mrs. Ron Metcalfe). 

June, another teacher, taught in rural Manitoba, 
suburban Winnipeg and Winnipeg Division No.1. In 
1945 she married Bill Inglis of Winnipeg where they have 
since made their home. They have two sons; Dale and 
wife Janet and Bruce. 

Ina, the youngest member of the family, married 
Gordon Sampson whose parents, Mr. and Mrs. Walker 
Sampson, were also pioneers of the Victoria district. 
Gordon and Ina now make their home in Dryden, Ont. 
They have one son, Barry; and two daughters, Maxine 
(Mrs. Neil Hamilton); and Terrie. 

Jack died in August, 1936. Adeline made her home 
with Ina and Gordon on 8-6-14, after leaving the old 
home place in 1940. Ina and Gordon moved to Dryden in 
1947, Adeline then made her home with Violet and Alf of 
Cypress River. For the next 30 years she enjoyed a happy, 
healthful life, visiting family, travelling and helping when 
needed at the Palmer place of business. At age 103, an 
illness resulted in admittance to Glenboro Hospital. 
Now, at the age of 107, she is a patient in the personal 
care department of that hospital. At the time of writing 
this history, August, 1981, her health is still reasonably 
good and, as she stated in her biography at 100 years of 
age: "I can only wish that all of you will continue to be 
blessed as I have been blessed and may God be with you 
all." 

KRISTJAN AND KRISTIN 
DALMAN FAMILY 

Krist jan Johnson Dalman was born in Hjardarfell, 
Iceland, Feb. 21, 1859. He came to Canada in July, 1883. 
He moved to Winnipeg, after which he worked for a 
farmer, Joe Moggey, at Stockton. He learned the way of 
farming and some English while working there. He took 

a homestead on SW 20-5-14, in 1885. 
Kristin Sigurdardottir was born in Dalarsysla Iceland 

Feb. 6, 1860. She came to Winnipeg with her father, step~ 
mother, brother Johannes and sister Ingibjorg (Mrs. B. 
Laxdal), in July, 1883. She worked at housework and 
learned to speak some English. She was a member of the 
Ladies Aid and Lutheran Church in Grund and Baldur. 

Krist jan and Kristin were married Jan. 10, 1885. They 
built a log house, a small stable and had a team of oxen, a 
cow, three sheep and six hens, a walking plow and a 
scythe. He worked on the C.P.R., building the track 
from the east toward Pilot Mound. He was working here 
when the big prairie fire went across Argyle so he hurried 
home. They had six children: Kirstjana, Helga, 
Margaret, Kristin, Anna and Krist jan. 

Krist jan died from an accident on Oct. 26, 1903. On a 
Sunday morning on their way to church in a democrat 
with a team of horses, he dropped one of the lines onto 
the dashboard, leaned over to retrieve it and fell forward 
as the democrat went over a lump on the newly plowed 
road allowance. His was the first funeral service per
formed by Fredrik Hallgrimson after he arrived in 
Argyle. 

After Krist jan died, Kristin had an auction sale and 
rented the farm. She bought a house in Baldur and 
moved there with her six children. Kristin died April 26, 
1908, Kristjana (Sjana) taking over the care of the family. 
She married Samuel O'Dell and they lived at Glenora for 
a few years, then moved into Baldur to the home which 
she inherited from her parents. She took care of several 
old people. Samuel died in 1947. Kristjana died May 4, 
1976 at age 89. 

Helga married Joe Frederickson. (See Tryggvi and 
Sigridur Frederickson.) 

Margaret married Walter Frederickson. (See Walter 
and Margaret Frederickson.) 

Kristin married Daniel Oliver, son of Stefan and Anna 
Oliver, who homesteaded on NW 4-6-15 for a number of 
years and then moved to Selkirk. Daniel was a steel metal 
worker. They had seven children: Sigurros (Rose), Anna, 
Loa, Ruth, Pearl, Daniel and Charlotte. They later 
moved to Vancouver, B.C. Daniel passed away in 1957. 

Anna married Kari Johnson. (See Kari Johnson 
history.) 

Krist jan married Juanita Moxley in 1925. Krist jan was 
born on June 8, 1901. Juanita was born on Nov. 30, 
1905. They bought the farm from his sisters in 1922 and 
lived there until his retirement, when they moved into 
Baldur. They have three sons: Christian, Donald and 
Lewis. 

Christian was born in 1925. He married Doris Trinder 
in 1952. They live on the Dalman farm. The farm has 
been in the family since 1885. They have one child: 
Debora, who was born in 1954. She married Roger 
Desaulnier in 1975 and they have two children: Candice 
and Daniel. They live in Winnipeg. 

Donald was born in 1934. He married Marguerite 
Nolan in 1954. Marguerite was born in 1930. They have 
four children: Colleen, David, John and Nolan. 

Austin (Lewis) was born in 1940. He married Esther 
Wiggett in 1962. Esther was born in 1941. They have two 
children: Cory and Kimberley. 
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ALFRED AND FLORENCE DALZELL 
FAMILY 

Alfred Payne was the eldest son of John and Ellen 
Dalzell and was born at High Bluff, on March 21, 1878. 
There were eight children in the family: Alfred, Albert, 
Will, Harvey, Maud and Pearl and two infant children 
who passed away with diphtheria when they lived 
somewhere around Old Millford. Both children are 
buried in the cemetery there. Alf worked out as a farm 
labourer until 1924. He married Florence Ellen 
MacGillivray in 1915. Florence was the daughter of John 
and Mary MacGillivray. 

Alfred and Florence lived in Neelin. They then moved 
to the George Neelin farm, 30-3-14. Alfred went to work 
for George Wanless, Henry Green, Joe Kerr, all in 
Strathcona, then moved to the Argyle Municipality 
around 1921, to the farm, SE 9-4-13, where Victor 
Desrochers now lives. In 1924, he rented the farm from 
Mr. Tweeny, W 18-4-13. They lived there until 1930, then 
rented the W.J. Porter farm for two years, then moved 
and rented the Jim Strang farm, 17-4-14, owned now by 
Aime Boulet. They had a sale in 1946, and moved into 
Baldur, where they resided the rest of their lives. Florence 
passed away in 1955, and Alfred passed away in 1958. 

Alfred and Florence had six children; three boys and 
three girls: Gordon, Irene, Mabel, Alice, Albert and 
Orville. 

Gordon was born on the George Neelin farm, 30-3-14. 
He took his schooling at Excelsior, Wigton and Rosehill. 
He worked at home on the farm until he married Violet 
Warrener, daughter of Clarence and Pearl Warrener, on 
Oct. 4, 1939. They had four children, Darleen, James, 
Ronald and Judy. Gordon worked for a number of years 
for Clem Skardal and then for the Town Board until 
1979, when Gordon and Violet moved to Winnipeg where 
they are caretakers for a Forrester Senior Citizens' 
Home. 

Irene was born on the George Wanless farm, 
Strathcona Municipality. She took her schooling at 
Excelsior, Wigton and Rosehill. She worked out at 
housework for nine years. On April 19, 1941, she married 
James Fenwich Ward, son of Fred and Lulu Ward, 
moving to their farm where they still reside, 13-4-14. 
They had eight children: Florence, Gary and Gail (twins), 
Bruce, Betty, Frederick, Morley and Milton. 

Mabel was also born on the George Wanless farm in 
Strathcona Municipality. She took her schooling at 
Wigton and Rosehill and also worked out at housework. 
On Oct. 4, 1939, she married William (Bill) Dowd of 
Glenboro, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dowd, and 
resided on his farm southeast of Glenboro. A few years 
ago they moved into Glenboro. They had four children: 
Edwin, Lynda, Sharon and Norman. 

Alice was born on the Henry Green farm south of 
Belmont. She took her schooling at Wigton and Rosehill. 
She also worked in Winnipeg and Toronto, Ont., 
returning in June, 1945. She married Orville Bolack in 
1945, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bolack, Neelin, Man. 
They lived on their farm north of Neelin, later moving to 
Belmont and then to Carberry, where Alice still resides. 
They had three children, Robert, Donald and Brian. 
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Albert was born on 18-4-13, the farm now owned by 
Joe Koldyk. He took his schooling at Rosehill School. 
When he was 18 he joined the paratroopers and served 
overseas. When he was discharged from the army he 
joined the Calgary City Police. In 1945, he married 
Leona Anderson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl An
derson, Neelin. They had two children; Cherryl and 
Arvid. In 1952, they were divorced and in 1970, Albert 
married Shirley Angus of Calgary. Albert passed away 
suddenly at the age of 50 years in 1975. 

Orville was born on 18-4-13 and took his schooling at 
Rosehill. He worked at home and then drove a gravel 
truck. He took over the White Rose Fuel business in 
Swan Lake, which he still has. He also owns a car wash, 
and has driven a school bus for a number of years. He 
married Julia De Aulenur of Swan Lake. They had one 
daughter, Brenda. 

CALVIN AND GLADYS DARLING 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Dennis, Gladys, and Calvin. Front Row: Betty, Brian, and 
Sandra. 

Calvin Darling and Gladys Mabon were married in 
Neelin United Church, July, 1950, and have lived and 
worked on the Waitt farm since that time. 

Four childen were born in the early years, two sons and 
two daughters. They all went to Connaught School first 
and then by school bus to Baldur when consolidation 
took place. 

Sandra who was born in 1951, went on to obtain her 
R.N. at Grace General Hospital, Winnipeg, Class of 
1972. Her nursing career began at Regina Hospital. 
While in Regina, she met Bernard Davidowich, from 
Wishart, Sask. They were married in 1973, and now live 
in Winnipeg, where Bernie drives a city transit bus. They 
have two sons; Trevor and Ryan. 

Dennis was born in 1950. He attended Brandon 
University after graduating from high school, earning his 
B.Sc. and Education degrees. He spent one year teaching 
at La Broquerie, Man., then moved to Flin Flon. He is 
presently teaching at Creighton, Sask. In 1975, he 
married Rhonda Winters, a Flin Flon girl at Brandon 
University, graduating in education at the same time as 



Dennis. They have one son, Timothy. 
Elizabeth (Betty) was born in 1954. She received her 

R.N. at Brandon General Hospital, and her first nursing 
job was at Grand Forks, B.C. In 1976, she married 
Warren Manning of Stoughton, Sask., where they now 
live. Betty is nursing at Arcola, Sask., Warren is doing 
carpentering. They have a little girl, Megan. 

Brian was born in 1959. He helped with farming for a 
year after completing high school, then moved to Flin 
Flon where he is employed in the smelter with Hudson 
Bay Mining and Smelting. He is very interested in sports, 
being an avid curler and ball player. He married Kathy 
Chlan of Flin Flon on Aug. 22, 1981. (See Waitt-Darling 
History.) 

GUNNLAUGUR AND MARGARET 
DAVIDSON FAMILY 

Gunnlaugur and his wife Margaret came from Iceland 
about 1890, and settled in Churchbridge, Sask. In 1893, 
they came to Argyle and bought land northwest of the 
town of Baldur. There he farmed until he retired to 
Baldur in 1929. His wife Margaret died in July, 1930, and 
Gunnlaugur died in April, 1931. They had four children: 
John, Marselina, Alexander and Agnes. 

Marselina taught school for many years. Then she took 
nurse's training, graduating in 1924. She went to the 
United States and worked in hospitals there until she 
married Lewis Prohl in 1931. Lewis worked for the 
welfare department. They adopted three girls: Margaret, 
Louise and Agnes. Lewis died in 1969 and Marselina in 
1978. 

Alexander was born in Baldur in 1896, where he spent 
all his life except for four years in WWI. He went 
overseas in 1915, and served with the 78th Battalion. He 
was decorated twice and wounded twice. He came home 
July, 1919, taking over his father's farm. He sold the 
farm, retiring to Baldur. 'Sandy' died in June, 1968. 

Agnes was a pianist. She married Seymour Graham 
and they had one daughter Joyce, who married Doug 
Hoskins (deceased). Seymour died in 1979, and Agnes 
still teaches piano in Kamsack, Sask. 

JOHN AND HELGA DAVIDSON 
FAMILY 

John Davidson was born in Saskatchewan. When he 
was still an infant, his parents, Gunnlaugur and Margaret 
Davidson, moved to Manitoba and John grew up on their 
farm in the Mimir district. He farmed with his father 
until he joined the army in 1917. After his return from 
overseas, he bought the farm adjacent to the town of 
Baldur. He married Helga Oliver in 1924, and in the 
summer of 1925, their house was built. 

They had four children. 
Frederick took over the farm when his father died in 

1956, and operated it until his death in 1978. 
Margaret married Roy Murphy in 1956. Roy works for 

Manitoba Hydro and Margaret is a travel agent. They 

John, Johnny, Helga, Margaret, Fred, and Thora. 

have two boys, David and Ronald. 
Thora married Bruce Ball in 1954. They live in Delta, 

B.C., where Bruce is employed by a Vancouver trucking 
firm. 

John, the youngest of the family, now runs the farm, 
and also works on the highway during the summer 
months. He and his mother still reside in their original 
house. 

LA WRENCE AND JOYCE DAVIDSON 
FAMILY 

Dorothy, John, Joyce, Lawrence, and Audrey. 

Flying Officer Lawrence Douglas Davidson, R.C.A.F. 
and Joyce Mortimer were married in York, England, on 
Feb. 3, 1945, while he was serving as an air gunner with 
bomber command. He returned to Canada in August, 
1945, and Joyce followed in February, 1946, on the ship 
"Mauretania". Joyce travelled with 800 other war brides 
and their children, the journey from Liverpool to 
Winnipeg taking 11 days. 

Joyce and Lawrence lived with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. W.J. Davidson of Cypress River, for a few months 
before buying the "Strang" farm, located three miles 
south and one-half mile east of Baldur. The farm had 
been rented for 30 years to various tenants, so was in 
quite a run-down condition when they bought it in June, 
1946. 

They moved in on Nov. 1, 1946, a winter of heavy 
snow. Joyce felt very isolated and lonely at first as they 
didn't have a car to get around in, but the neighbours 
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were good - which helped a lot. Being a city girl and 
knowing nothing about farming, country life was a new 
experience for Joyce and she had many a battle with the 
wood cook stove and the oil lamps. Over the years she got 
into the swing of things and learned to handle cows, 
tractors, gardens, chickens and other farm chores. In 
1949, the hydro was installed; this was the best help 
anyone ever received on the farm. 

Various activities were held at the farm and when 
Joyce and Lawrence built a new barn in 1955, two barn 
dances were held, one put on by the hospital and one by 
the Legion. They also had a yearly turkey shoot and had 
lots of picnics in their yard, both church and otherwise. 
In times of accident or sickness there were good neigh
bours who helped out with field work and chores and 
they did the same in return. 

In January, 1947, their son John was born at the home 
of Mrs. Peterson in Baldur. He was followed by Dorothy 
in 1950, and Audrey in 1953, both born at the Baldur 
Hospital. 

The children attended Huff School which was half a 
mile east of their farm, a new school building having been 
built there in 1954 after the old one burned down. The 
highlights there were the school picnics and Christmas 
concerts, which all the neighbours attended. The children 
also took part in 4-H activities and attended the Anglican 
Church. 

John now works in Los Angeles, but also has a home in 
Edmonton. He is a journeyman insulator. 

Dorothy received her B,A. from Brandon University 
and is recreation consultant with the Dept. of Tourism, 
Recreation and Cultural Affairs in The Pas. 

After finishing grade XII at Baldur High School, 
Audrey attended Red River Community College in 
Winnipeg for a two-year course in creative com
munications. In 1974, she married Gene Zegalski of 
Rossburn. They now live in Toronto where she is a writer 
in advertising with the Hudson Bay Co. 

In 1963, Lawrence and Joyce had a new house moved 
in to replace the old one built by the Strang family in 
1890. The farm was sold in 1973 to Andy and Lorette 
Lussier. For a year Lawrence and Joyce lived in the house 
on the Deslyper farm, until their new home in Baldur was 
built and they were able to move into it in September, 
197<1. 

Before Lawrence passed away in 1979, at the age of 60, 
he was an active member in the Baldur Legion and served 
a term as zone commander. He was also a member of the 
Baldur Curling Club; served on the hospital board for a 
number of years and was councillor for Ward 3 of Argyle 
Municipality. 

Joyce continues to live in Baldur. 

PETER AND MARGARET DAVIDSON 
FAMILY 

Peter and Margaret Davidson immigrated to Winnipeg 
from Perth, Scotland, prior to WWI. During the war 
Peter enlisted and was wounded. He was a sergeant in the 
8th Battalion (nicknamed 'Little Black Devils'). He saw 
duty at the Battles of Ypres and Vimy Ridge. 
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Peter returned home, facing ill health and a critical 
unemployment problem in Winnipeg in 1918. Thus, he 
and his wife decided to take their son Bill, and move to a 
farm. In 1919, they arrived in Argyle and took over the 
former Bob Robinson farm, complete with two-storey 
log farm house. It was a half section of land, two and a 
half miles east of Glenora. 

Assisted by his son, Bill, Peter operated the farm until 
his death in 1940. 

Upon his marriage in 1944, Bill constructed a new farm 
house. It was located on the property and contained a 
private suite for his mother, Margaret. Bill married Helen 
Doreen Hutton, a teacher at the nearby Marringhurst 
School. They had two sons, Ian and Michael. 

Bill continued farming and played saxophone in the 
local orchestra, 'The Royal Canadians'. Doreen 
Davidson began teaching again, at Glenora School, 1953-
1954, and at Marringhurst School in 1955. Marringhurst 
School had just re-opened that year with seven students. 

For the purposes of their children's education, Bill 
obtained work in Winnipeg with Merchant's Con
solidated Ltd., and Doreen took a teaching position with 
St. James School Division. The five family members left 
Argyle in 1959. 

The Davidson farm was first rented out to Mr. Alex 
Foley and then sold to Mr. Lucien Major in 1963. 
Margaret Davidson died in 1966, at the age of 90, and 
was buried at Pilot Mound Cemetery. The remaining 
family members reside in Winnipeg today. 

WILLIAM AND MARY DAVIS 
FAMILY 

In 1882, William came from Ontario to homestead NW 
10-4-12. He married Mary Anne Phair and they well 
remembered their wedding day as a party of pranksters 
blocked the chimney and the newlyweds were smoked out 
of their house. 

William and Mary had a family of seven children: Lila, 
Mathilda, Jane, Annie, Lizzie, John, Bella and Dick. All 
the children went to Dry River School. 

William and Mary left Dry River in 1920, to reside in 
the Pembina district. William died in 1926, and Mary 
passed away in 1942. 

ALFRED AND ALICE DA Y FAMILY 

Alfred Day and Alice I. Gunn were married in Owen 
Sound, July 29, 1892. They came to North Dakota and 
farmed there a few years. In 1897 they came to Morris, 
Man. and farmed. Three children, May, Annie and 
Grover were born in the States and two children, Charlie 
and Jessie were born in Morris. 

They came to Greenway and Alfred bought a farm in 
1903 or 1904. At Greenway, three children were born, 
Edith, Ethel and Walter. 

Their neighbours were Sinclairs, McLennans, 
Kenyons, Tisdales, Forbes, Chalmers, Craiks, and 
Sampsons. The church, hall and rink were built at that 
time. The children went to church and Sunday School 



and they learned to skate. The Christmas Concert and 
Christmas Tree were always so good. 

In 1911, Alice passed away when Walter was a year old 
and the others were young. May, the eldest, had to take 
over and keep house. Annie was in high school in Baldur 
and later taught school for many years. Two younger 
girls took up stenography. The boys farmed. 

SYDNEY RICHARD AND 
HENRIETTA DEARSLEY FAMILY 

Henrietta holding George, Dorothy, Sydney Sr. holding Jack. Sydney 
Richard Jr. (Dick) injront. 

Sydney Richard Dearsley was born in London, 
England in March, 1866. Sydney and his three brothers, 
Harry, Arthur and Ted were all prominent athletes in 
England. Harry and Sydney were both excellent boxers, 
and Harry was undefeated heavyweight champion when 
he left England to go to Arizona. 

Sydney went to Arizona, U.S.A., where he joined his 
brother Harry in 1893, and worked with him for a time. 
From there he went to New Mexico, near Carlsbad and 
started work on a ranch. In 1895 he sent for his 
sweetheart in England, Miss Henrietta Massey, who was 
born in London, England in 1870. She arrived in 
Carlsbad, New Mexico and they were married Feb. 29, 
1896. They worked on the ranch for five years, during 
which time two children were born to them. Dorothy H. 
was born in January, 1897 and Sydney R. was born in 
March of 1899. They sold their ranch in New Mexico and 
came to Canada, arriving in Argyle in May of 1901. They 
stayed with some English friends for a time in the Baldur 
district, until settling on a farm west of town, 9-5-14. 
Here one son, John H. was born in September, 1902. 
From there they moved south of Baldur in the spring of 
1903 and rented the south half of 25-4-14, owned by the 
Reverend Peter Strang. Their youngest son George was 
born here August, 1904. 

The family were all members of the St. Mark's Church 

in Baldur and the four children attended Huff School. 
Sydney R. Sr. died in March of 1916, but the family 

stayed on and purchased the farm in 1924. They worked 
together until 1934, when John started for himself on S 
30-4-13 and George on E 24-4-14. In 1936, Henrietta 
Dearsley built a house in Baldur and lived there until her 
death in 1962. 

Dorothy H. Dearsley became a teacher and devoted 
most of her life to the profession. She started in Excelsior 
in 1915 and also taught in several other schools in Argyle, 
namely Welsh, Rosehill, Greenway and Baldur. She also 
taught in Ninette, Stratherne, Rounthwaite, and Moore 
Park in Manitoba and in Lytton, B.C. and Togo, Sask. 
She spent her retirement years in Baldur and passed away 
in 1967. 

DICK AND TAT DEARSLEY FAMILY 

Myfanwy (Tat) and Dick. 

Sydney Richard (Dick) was the eldest son of Sydney 
and Henrietta Dearsley. 

Dick received all of his schooling at Huff School. After 
his dad died, Dick and his brothers ran the home farm. 
During the winter months, he used to help the Gillies 
brothers cut wood on their woodlot, located on the 
shores of Rock Lake. At this time, shooting at the rifle 
range located near Glenora on 33-3-13 was a popular 
pastime. Dick used to walk the 10 miles there, to shoot 
with the rifle club, and then walk home again. 

Dick Dearsley and Myfanwy Clinton (Tat) Lodge were 
married on Nov. 17, 1936, in St. Mark's Church in 
Baldur. After a short honeymoon in Winnipeg, Dick and 
Tat settled on S 25-4-14 and continued to farm the land 
where Dick's parents had first settled in this area. For 
travel, they had a 1929 Dodge car, which was mainly used 
in the summer months. During the winter most of the 
travel was done by team and cutter. Their first new 
vehicle was a 1949 half ton truck, which they bought 
from Anderson Brothers in Baldur. After 11 years in the 
old house on the farm, they decided to build a new house. 
For the summer of 1947, they lived in granaries, while 
they tore down their existing· house and built their new 
one with Chris and Murray Frederickson as the car
penters. One granary was used as a kitchen, where they 
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ate their meals and fed the men who were building, and 
another granary was used as sleeping quarters. This 
house, which they still live in today, was wired for 
electricity, although they did not get hydro until two 
years later in 1949. Plumbing for running water was also 
built into the house and a small gas engine in the 
basement was used to power the pressure system until 
1949. 

In 1941, they purchased a new John Deere A tractor 
for $1,100.00. This was one of the first rubber tired 
tractors in the district. They also purchased a new 
combine in 1942, a revolutionary method of harvest at 
this time. 

Soil erosion from wind has always been a problem in 
this area. In 1957, they planted rows of windbreak trees 
to help prevent the loss of precious topsoil. 

Many families have special traditions which they have 
passed on from generation to generation. One of the 
Dearsley customs is to say 'rabbits' on the first day of 
each new month. This is believed to bring good luck or a 
gift to the person who first says it. Bread sauce, a food 
which is served mainly on special occasions, is a unique 
dish which they enjoy. 

Dick has always been a member of the local Pool 
Elevator and has served on the local board for many 
years. He was an active member of the 'Save the Soil' 
club, the seed club, and served on the school board and 
the church board. In 1964, as a member of the seed club, 
he was awarded a trip to tour the Thunder Bay grain 
terminals. He has always enjoyed music, and for several 
years he played with an orchestra around Baldur. 

Tat is a member of St. Mark's Guild, and is an ardent 
fan and supporter of all local and district sporting events. 

Both Dick and Tat are members of the St. Mark's 
Church in Baldur. They have been caretakers of the 
Argyle Cemetery for about 20 years. 

Dick and Tat have two sons, Edward Lodge and Lorne 
Richard. 

TED AND ELEANOR DEARSLEY FAMILY 

Back Row: Alexis, Darcy, and Gordon. Front Row: Ted, Debbie, and 
Eleanor. 
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Edward Lodge (Ted) Dearsley, the oldest son of 
Richard and Myfanwy Dearsley, was born on Sept. 24, 
1939, on his father's farm, S 25-4-14. He attended 
elementary school at Huff and high school in Baldur, 
graduating in 1957. 

During the winter of 1957-1958, he attended a first year 
diploma course in agriculture at Brandon. 

In 1958, Ted purchased S 30-4-13 from the Trottier 
estate. In 1960, he married Eleanor Gillies from Baldur, 
and started a new farmstead on SW 30-4-13. He later 
purchased E 32-4-13 from Jim and Mildred McGill in 
1972. 

Ted and Eleanor have two boys: Darcy, who was born 
in 1962; and Gordie, who was born in 1963; and two 
girls; Alexis, who was born in 1967; and Debbie, who was 
born in 1971. 

LORNE AND SHEILA DEARSLEY 
FAMILY 

Sheila, Lome, Melisa, and Adele. 

Lome, the youngest son of Richard and Myfanwy 
Dearsley, was born on Oct. 24, 1945. He attended Huff 
School until completing grade VIII and took his high 
school in Baldur. After graduating, he worked with his 
dad on S 25-4-14. Lome and his brother Ted purchased 
SE 35-4-14 in 1967, and Lorne continued to help farm it 
from his father's farm. In January of 1968, Lome started 
flight training at the Brandon Flying Club, and graduated 
as a private pilot later the same year. 

He married Sheila Anne Macklin on Dec. 27, 1969, and 
they moved to the house on SE 35-4-14. Later in 1970, 
they purchased Ted's half in the land. 

Sheila, who was the twin daughter of Fred and Mary 
Macklin of Glenora, attended Glenora School for eight 
years and graduated from Baldur High School. She was 
an exchange student in Chicoutimi, Que., in 1966. She 
attended the University of Manitoba and graduated with 
a teaching certificate, in May of 1968. After teaching 
physical education at Victoria-Ruth Hooker School in 
Selkirk in 1968-1969, she returned to Glenora to teach 
grades V to VIII for the 1969-1971 school terms and to 
act as principal of the two-room school. 



The house on SE 35-4-14 was built in the 1920's. In 
1972, Lome and Sheila tore down the old lean-to kitchen 
and replaced it with a new addition complete with 
basement. Electric heat gradually replaced the oil burner 
and wood stove. Plumbing was installed in the house in 
1969. A new cattle shelter, adjacent to the existing barn, 
was built in 1974, with the aid of a STEP grant. Five 
girls, namely Barb Ramage, Leila Beaufoy, Ursala 
Beaufoy, Connie Collins and Benita Fransoo helped to 
construct the rafters and put on the tin sheeting, as well 
as paint other buildings in the yard. In 1979, a heated 
workshop was built in the yard. 

In 1970, Lome established an air strip, and later the 
same year, Glen Walleyn built a hangar and kept his 
airplane there. Many local residents had their first plane 
ride from this strip, with either Glen or Lome at the 
controls. The hangar was destroyed in a wind storm on 
June 15, 1973, and in 1978, the air strip was ploughed up. 

Lome played fastball with the Mariapolis Blues; 
played hardball with the Baldur Regals; and is an active 
member of the Baldur Men's Curling Club and the 
Baldur Belgian Bowling Club. Lome is secretary of the 
Baldur Pool Local and a councillor and secretary
treasurer of Manitoba Pool sub-district council. 

Sheila is a member of the St. Mark's Guild, the Baldur 
Ladies' Curling Club and the Baldur Belgian Bowling 
Club. She is secretary-treasurer of the St. Mark's Church 
and treasurer of Greenway Agricultural Society. She has 
taught Sunday School since its commencement, on 
Thursday afternoons at the Baldur School. 

Both Lome and Sheila are members of St. Mark's 
Church in Baldur. They have two girls: Shirley Adele, 
who was born on Oct. 3, 1972; and Melisa Anne, who 
was born on March 29, 1975. Both girls attend Baldur 
School. 

JACK. AND HELEN DEARSLEY FAMILY 

Alan, Joan, Jean, Jack, and Helen', 

John Henry (Jack) Dearsley, a son of Sydney Richard 
and Henrietta Dearsley, married Helen Bulkley Lodge, 
daughter of Oswald and Jessie Lodge, on Nov. 9, 1937, 
in the Glenboro Anglican Church. For five years they 
lived on S 30-4-13, then moved to N 25-4-14 for about 

a year, until 1943, when they bought the Huffman farm, 
26-4-14. This farm was always noted for the round barn, 
which had been a landmark for years. It had been built by 
Sam Christie and Harry Huffman. 

Jack was an enthusiastic hunter and fisherman. He 
took great pride in his horses, Clydesdales, especially 
when he was able to show them at the Greenway Fair. 
Jack and Helen joined in the social functions of the Huff 
district and enjoyed playing cards with the neighbours. 

Jack and Helen had three children: Alan, Joan and 
Jean. 

In the spring of 1949, Jack underwent an operation 
and was not able to put the crop in, so the neighbours had 
a "bee" and put it in for him. With failing health, he 
rented the land out the next year and on Feb. 11, 1951, he 
passed away. Helen and children moved to Baldur in 
August, 1951, to a new house that had been built for 
them. The farm was rented to Camiel Andries, until 
1957, when Alan began farming it. 

After Helen moved to town, she ran a boarding house 
until 1973. Many young people, who had come to town to 
work in the bank, telephone office and teach at Baldur 
School, made their home with Helen and family. 

Helen is a member of St. Mark's Anglican Church and 
Guild. She still resides in her home in Baldur. 

Alan John was born on June 6, 1939. He received his 
education at Huff and Baldur Schools. After school and 
holidays, he worked for various farmers in the district, 
gaining experience in farming. In 1957-1958, he attended 
Brandon Agricultural College. In 1957, he began far
ming, when he took over the home farm, 26-4-14. In 
1962, Alan married Patricia Christopherson. (See Alan 
Dearsley History). 

Joan Sylvia was born on March 17, 1942. She received 
her education at Huff and Baldur Schools. She worked in 
the telephone office in Baldur for about a year, then was 
transferred to Winnipeg and worked in the office there 
for another year. She took a business course at Success 
Business College and went on to work for the Canadian 
Wheat Board until her marriage to Earl Warrener in 
1964. (See Earl Warrener History). 

Jean Lillian was born on March 29, 1947. She received 
her education at Baldur School. She took a hairdressing 
course at Marvel and worked in Winnipeg. She married 
Joe Januska in 1966. (See Januska History). 

ALAN AND PAT DEARS LEY 
FAMILY 

Alan John Dearsley, son of Jack and Helen Dearsley, 
and Patricia Colleen Christopherson, daughter of Herb 
and Emily Christopherson, were married on June 9, 
1962, in the Baldur Lutheran Church. 

Alan and Pat made their home on 26-4-14, Alan's 
parents' farm, which he had begun farming in 1957 and 
bought in 1962. Their house, a two and a half storey, had 
been built in 1910, by the Huffmans, homesteaders of 26-
4-14. 

For the first few years, Alan worked with Roy 
Campbell during harvest, but in 1969, he bought his first 
combine. Pat became the truck driver; and she soon 
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Teresa, Alan, Pat and Eric. 

learned, "You don't drive over the swath with the 
truck", and also, to not get too engrossed in reading 
between loads, only to look up and see Alan frantically 
waving at the far end of the field, with the hopper full. 

Alan acquired more land in 1966, when he began 
renting 27-4-14 from Donald McGillivray, and then 
bought the land in 1979. 

In 1972, Alan and Pat had a new house built. That 
winter, the old house was torn down and the lumber later 
used for other buildings on the farm. 

Alan and Pat are members of the Baldur Curling Club 
and Belgium Bowling Club. Alan is on the local Pool 
Elevator Board and Sub-district Board. Pat has been 
involved in the 4-H, and is on the Lutheran Church 
Board and is a Sunday School teacher. 

Alan and Pat had three children: Christopher, Teresa 
and Eric. 

Christopher was born on May 16, 1963. He died on 
Nov. 26, 1968. 

Teresa Colleen was born on Nov. 13, 1965. She is 
attending Baldur High School and enjoys participating in 
the school choir, sports activities and has been a member 
of the 4cH Club. 

Eric Alan was born on Aug. 2, 1970. He is attending 
Baldur Elementary School and enjoys participating in 
sports, and is an enthusiastic hockey player. 
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GEORGE AND BLANCHE DEARS LEY 
FAMILY 

Back Row: George and Blanche. Front Row: Donna and Lloyd. 

George Dearsley, third son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
S.R. Dearsley Sr., was born at Baldur on Aug. 20, 1904. 

In 1936, he married Blanche Rowland Lodge. They 
lived on the Ullrickson farm E 24-4-14 until 1944, when 
they bought the S 12-5-14 once known as the Cramer 
farm. They farmed and operated a dairy business and 
delivered milk in Baldur for many years. They later 
rented out the farm, and George was employed as a 
carpenter, until his death on March 19, 1972, at the age 
of67. 

George was a great nature lover and did considerable 
bird banding in the marsh on his farm. 

George and Blanche belonged to the Anglican Church 
and Blanche is a member of St. Mark's Guild. She also 
enjoyed curling and was a member of the Ladies' Curling 
Club. George and Blanche had two children, Donna 
Helen and Lloyd Cynric. 

Donna worked in Winnipeg as a stenographer, and in 
1956 she married Archie Saltel, who was training in 
R.C.A.F. They were stationed in many parts of Canada, 
then in Lahr, Germany, for three years. They had three 
sons, Shane, Kelly and Joel. Donna and her boys live in 
Spirit River, Alta., and she is employed in the Treasury 
Branch. 

Lloyd married Jeanette Warrener in 1960. They had 
three girls, Kim, Robin, Tammy and a son Cory. Robin 
married Ray Lussier in 1980, and they have one son, 
Kelly. In 1966, Lloyd and Jeanette bought the business 
known as Frank's Garage from Frank and Bertha 
Geysen. It is now the Dearsley's Agricultural Supplies. 

ADOLPH AND ANNIE 
DE BAETS FAMILY 

Adolphe, Annie, Donna, Karen. 

Adolphe De Baets is the son of the late Jules and 
Prudence De Baets. His parents were pioneer settlers 
from Belgium. Adolph was born at Bruxelles. He 
received his schooling at Grange School, north of St. 
Alphonse. On Nov. 3, 1948, Adolph married Annie De 
Grouwe. 

Annie is the daughter of Alphonse and Tillie De 
Grouwe. Annie was born and raised at St. Alphonse. She 
also went to Grange School. 



Adolph and Annie moved to Greenway, where they 
farmed for five years. In 1953, they moved to Baldur, 
where they farmed on 23-4-14. In 1966, Adolph and 
Annie sold their farm and moved to Baldur. 

Adolph began working for Imperial Oil, driving the 
fuel truck. He worked for Imperial Oil for 12 years. In 
1978, Adolph began working for the Village of Baldur. 

Adolph and Annie have two daughters. 
Karen Deborah lives in Winnipeg. Karen was born on 

Sept. 2, 1953, at Baldur. She attended school at Baldur 
and high school at Glenboro Collegiate. After completing 
high school, she worked for the Manitoba Telephone 
System in Winnipeg. On Sept. 21, 1974, Karen married 
Robert (Bob) Tosh of Glenboro. Bob is currently em
ployed with the City of Winnipeg. They have two 
daughters: Corbie Daun, who was born on April 14, 
1978; and Jodi Karen, who was born on Jan. 15, 1981. 

Donna Marie was born on Nov. 4, 1958 at Baldur. She 
attended elementary and high school in Baldur. After 
graduating from high school she attended the University 
of Winnipeg. On July 23, 1977, Donna married Stan 
Skardal of Baldur. Donna and Stan live on a farm north 
of Baldur. Stan farms with his dad and brother. Donna is 
currently working at the Baldur School. 

ADOLPHE AND RUTH DE BAETS 
FAMILY 

Standing: Herman, Don Ken, Murray, Jerry. Seated: Adolphe and 
Ruth. 

Adolphe and Ruth moved to the R.M. of Argyle in the 
fall of 1946. Their family consisted at that time of 
Adolphe and his spouse, Ruth (Bagby), and the three 
oldest sons: Herman, six; Donald, four and a half; and 
Kenneth, three. They moved onto the farm of Ari 
Swainson, S 33-5-13, where their fourth son, Murray, 
was born in the fall of 1948. These were trying years, as 
the family moved from Winnipeg to a farm where there 
was no hydro, sewer or water facilities. They were hard 
days for the lady of the house. 

Their local school, Thor, was closed. So with the 
kindly co-operation of good neighbours, the children 
received their first education in Greenway. 

They stayed on this farm three years. In the fall of 
1949, they purchased and moved to the Walter Gun-

nlaugson farm, W 28-5-13. 
Things were by this time quite a bit more rosy. There, 

they had much better buildings; rural electrification had 
taken place; and the local rural school, Thor, had re
opened. 

Their fifth son, Jerry, was born while they were there 
in 1953. 

In 1952, they purchased from Vic Mitchell, N 21-5-13 
which was the old Lome Playfair half section. 

In the fall of 1959, they purchased the Baldur Garage 
from Siggi and Eyki Anderson and Adolphe started up in 
that business on Jan. 1, 1960, with Herman, Allan 
Thorleifson and George Hanna as help. Murray, the 
fourth son, joined the business a few years later. 

In the summer of 1964, they built a new house in 
Baldur, on the corner of Third and Carrie Streets. They 
left the farm in the spring of 1965, turning the farm over 
to two sons, Donald and Kenneth. Both still reside there. 

Their youngest son, Jerry, took a course at community 
college in Winnipeg. After working in Winnipeg for 
awhile, he built a body shop in Baldur, on the old 
Stillwell blacksmith property, and started in body 
repairing and painting. As of 1981, Adolphe, Herman 
and Murray are still at Baldur Garage. 

f 

HERMAN AND ALICE DEBAETS FAMILY 

Cory, Alice, Jason, Herman, and Darcy. 

Herman, eldest son of Adolph H. and Ruth De Baets, 
was born in St. Boniface on Jan. 8, 1940. He went to 
kindergarten in Transcona and in 1946, the family moved 
to the farm now occupied by his brothers, Don and Ken. 
Herman received his education at St. Alphonse, Glenora, 
Greenway and Thor Schools. He helped out at the farm 
until 1960, when he began working at Baldur Garage as 
apprentice and taking the required courses at M.l.T. in 
Winnipeg to become a qualified auto mechanic, receiving 
his certificate Jan. 25, 1966. He is presently employed at 
the Baldur Garage. 

Alice was born at Holland, Man. June 26, 1945 and 
was brought up in the Bruxelles area. She completed 
grades I to XI at Ste. Marie School in Bruxelles. In 1962, 
Bruxelles lost the high school and Alice was compelled to 
take her grade XII and graduate in Mariapolis. In July, 
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1963, a few short days out of school, Alice began 
working for the Royal Bank in Somerset. 

May 2, 1964, Herman married Alice, daughter of 
Albert and Rose Mangin. 

Herman and Alice have three sons. 
Darcy was born July 11, 1966. He goes to Baldur High 

School and is active in school sports, high school choir 
and curling. 

Cory was born Oct. 23, 1969. Cory attends Baldur 
Elementary School. He is active in school sports and 
track and field. He also enjoys playing hockey. 

Jason was born Nov. 29, 1971, and attends Baldur 
Elementary School. Jason takes part in sports and track 
and field. 

Cory and Darcy have already begun their collection of 
trophies. 

Herman is a sports enthusiast. He enjoyed playing 
fastball, first with the St. Alphonse Fastball Club and 
later with the Baldur Jets. He is now involved in men's 
linament league ball and both Herman and Alice play 
linament league mixed ball. Herman also umpires hard
ball and fastball when time permits. He enjoys hunting, 
trapping and snowmobiling. His favorite sport is curling 
and he has a cabinet full of trophies as proof of his 
achievements. His first years of curling in the Greenway 
Rink are pleasant memories. Angie Conibear was his first 
skip. He curled his first five years in Greenway, winning 
the annual Greenway Bonspiel the final year that the 
Greenway Rink was open. Herman hopes some day to 
have a curling foursome, father and sons. If Cory and 
Jason become as keen on the sport as Darcy already is, 
this dream could materialize before too long. Alice is also 
an avid curler, who wishes there was more time for 
regular curling and bonspiels. 

Alice was transferred to the Baldur Branch of the 
Royal Bank at the time of her marriage and worked 
there, either full time or part time relief, until May, 1978, 
when she was employed as assistant secretary treasurer at 
the R.M. of Argyle. She is presently enrolled in the 
fourth year of a four-year course presented by the 
Continuing Education Division of the University of 
Manitoba, in conjunction with the Department of 
Municipal Affairs and, if successful, she will graduate in 
May, 1<182, as a Certified Municipal Administrator. 

The whole family enjoys outdoor activities and spends 
many summer weekends and holidays camping. Other 
hobbies, especially knitting and reading, are often 
neglected from lack of leisure time. In 1978, they built a 
new home on the same site as their old home which was, 
in part, the original structure built prior to 1900. They 
moved into their new home in May, 1979, and tore down 
the old house. 

LEON AND ELODIE DEROES 
FAMILY 

Leon DeBoes married Elodie DeMaertelaere from 
Belgium in 1920. They came to Canada in 1920, and 
resided in the St. Alphonse district. 

They raised six children. The two oldest were born in 
St. Alphonse, then they moved to the Greenway district 
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Elodie and Leon. 

on the farm, 31-5-12, where the other children were born 
and had their early education at Campeau School. One 
son, Leon, passed away there at three months of age. In 
1941, they bought a farm in Dry River, 20-4-12, 
belonging to Paul Mestdagh and the youngest children 
finished their education in Dry River School. Leon and 
Elodie farmed there until 1950, when they had their farm 
sale and moved to Ontario. 

Leontene, eldest of the family, married Joe Muller 
from Poland in 1946. They raised two sons Jerry and 
Rene. Joe and Leontene reside in Brantford, Ont. 

Leon, the youngest son, married Mary Jane Pilon in 
1957. She was the daughter of Edward and Bertha Pilon 
of Kirk Lake, Ont. They had three children, Eddie, 
Sandra and Amber. They reside in Brantford, Ont. 

Anna DeBoes married August Martens in 1942. (See 
August Martens History). 

Twin girls, Leona and Simona, are still living with their 
93 year old father, residing at Brantford, Ont. 

Elodie passed away in 1968, at Brantford. 

VICTOR DE ROES 

Victor De Boes was born in Ertvelde East Flanders, 
Belgium. Victor came to Canada in 1925, and for a time 
stayed with his brother Leon De Boes and family, who 
lived about five miles north and east of Greenway. He 
worked for various farmers in the area and surrounding 
district. For many years he made a home with Henri De 
Jaegher and family, where he helped on the farm and 
where he retired in 1967. 

In 1970, Victor went back to Belgium for a holiday and 
to visit his brothers and sisters. He stayed there with a 
sister until she passed away in 1979. Victor now lives in a 
rest home in Ertvelde, Belgium. 

HENRI AND LEONTINE DE JAEGHER 
FAMILY 

Henri was born in Knesselaere, East Flanders, 
Belgium, into a family of seven boys and three girls. His 
father was the local blacksmith and all his sons learned 
and practised the same trade. 



Henri came to the United States in the early 1900's, 
and worked for a year in a lumber camp shoeing horses. 
He then went to Moline, Illinois, and worked at his trade 
in the plough works of John Deere Co. He left there to 
come to Canada and settled in St. Alphonse, Man., 
where he operated a blacksmith shop and John Deere 
agency for many years. In 1913, his brother Victor also 
came to Canada from Belgium and they both worked 
together in the same shop. 

Henri returned to Belgium where he married Leontine 
De Boes on April 22, 1920, in Ertvelde, Belgium and they 
came back to St. Alphonse. For a time they lived in 
Mariapolis. They had two children, Cesar, born in St. 
Alphonse, and Martha, born in Mariapolis. 

The family returned to Belgium where they stayed for 
four years and where they operated a blacksmith shop 
and hardware store. They came back to St. Alphonse and 
then in 1935 to the farm on NE 25-5-13, four miles north 
of Greenway. Henri died on July 28, 1944. The family 
still lives on the same farm where Cesar operates a seed 
cleaning plant. 

JULES AND CORNELIA DEKEZEL 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Angela, Leo, Elaine, Jules, Norbert, Madeline, Gertrude, 
Jerry, Tony, Gerarda, Marie, Frank. Front Row: Emile, Ronald, 
Cornelia, Lorette. 

Jules was born in Lembeek, Belgium, in 1899. He came 
to Canada in 1922, on the boat 'Melita'. Quote, "I came 
to Canada to get rich, but after two years I had to stay, 
because I was broke." Jules worked in the Bruxelles area, 
where he met Cornelia Grift. 

Cornelia was born in 1907, in Zeist, Utrecht, Holland, 
coming to Canada in 1911. The Grifts first settled in 
Ontario, later coming to Bruxelles. 

Jules and Cornelia were married on Nov. 3, 1926. They 
moved to their farm, northwest of Swan Lake, where 
they farmed for 22 years. 

In 1948, they moved to Baldur, SE 31-4-13 in the Huff 
School District, where the family attended school. They 
retired from farming in 1970. In 1972, they moved to 
Prairie View Lodge in Pilot Mound. They are very active 
and take pleasure not only in their garden, but in their 14 
children, 35 grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren. 

Gertrude was born in 1927, in Swan Lake. She married 
Urban Roels in 1948. They are retired and live in Swan 
Lake. They have five children and five grandchildren. 

Marie was born in Swan Lake in 1929. She married 
Charlie Mauws. They had six children. Charlie passed 
away and Marie married Camil Cousins. They have six 
grandchild en and live in Swan Lake, where Camil is 
retired and Marie works at Swan Lake Hospital in 
Dietary. 

Frank was born in 1930, in Swan Lake. He married 
Rose Conrad, and they had four children. He later 
married Barbara. They have three grandchildren, and live 
in Osoyoos, B.C. He has a King Bee Supplies Business. 

Emile was born in 1932, in Swan Lake. He married 
Nita Deslyper in 1956 (see Deslyper History). 

Gerarda was born in 1933 in Swan Lake. She married 
Andy Andries in 1955 (see Andries History). 

Leo was born in Swan Lake in 1935 (see Leo Dekezel 
History). 

Tony was born in 1936 in Swan Lake (see Tony 
Dekezel History). 

Gerard was born in 1939 in Swan Lake (see Gerard 
Dekezel History). 

Lorette was born in 1940 in Swan Lake. She attended 
Huff School. She married Andy Lussier in 1959 and had 
three children. Their daughter, Claudette was born in 
1960. She married Paul Smith in 1979. They live in 
Portage la Prairie, and have three children: Chris, born 
in 1977, Ryan born in 1979 and Chantel, born in 1981. 
Their son, Michael, was born in 1961, and is living in 
Winnipeg. Their youngest daughter, Laurie-Ann was 
born in 1971, and lives with her mother in Glenora. 

Madeline was born in 1941, in Swan Lake. She at
tended Huff School. She married Alfred Rowley of 
Glenora in 1965. They farm at Glenora on SW 10-4-13. 
They have six children, Dennis, born in 1966, Dean, in 
1968, Jason, in 1970, Jody, in 1971, Tina Marie in 1976, 
and Michael in 1981. They attend school at Glenora. 

Back Row: Leon, Cory and Angela. Front Row: Lexenne and Leanna. 

Norbert was born in 1944 in Swan Lake (see Norbert 
Dekezel History). 

Angela was born in Swan Lake in 1948. She attended 
Huff School and Baldur High School. She married Leon 
Martens of Glenora in 1967. They farm at Glenora SW 8-
4-13, formerly the Frank Cuthbert farm. They have three 
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Elaine, Armand, Jamie and Lennette. 

children; Cory, born in 1968, Leanne, in 1970 and 
Lexenne in 1972. They are attending school at Glenora. 

Ronald was born in Baldur in 1949 (see Ronald 
Dekezel History). 

Elaine was born in Baldur in 1951. She attended Huff 
School and Baldur School. She married Armand 
Levreault of Glenora in 1972. They farm at Glenora, NW 
13-4-13. They have two children; Lennette, born in 1973 
and Jamie in 1974. They go to school at Glenora. 

LEO AND MYRNA DEKEZEL FAMILY 

Roxanne, Dan, Penny, Scott, Leo. Front Row: Myrna. 

Leo was born in Swan Lake in 1935. He married 
Myrna Tosh of Baldur on July 16, 1960. They live in 
Baldur and have four children. 

Leo attended Huff School. Myrna attended Rosehill 
and Baldur High School. In 1959, Leo started work for 
the R.M. of Argyle. In 1973, he started working with 
Good Roads, crushing gravel. Myrna worked for the 
Manitoba Telephone System until dial phones came in, 
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February, 1973. In 1974, she started work in the laundry 
of Baldur Hospital. They belong to various clubs, Baldur 
Belgium Bowling Club, Baldur Curling Club and Baldur 
and District Recreation Association. Myrna has been a 
leader in 4-H for 10 years. 

Daniel (D.K.) was born on May 22, 1961. He attended 
Baldur Elementary and High School. He played Junior 
Hockey in Weyburn, Sask. and took his Grade XII in 
Weyburn. He is living in Winnipeg, 

Scott (Herc) was born on May 24, 1962, and attended 
Baldur Elementary and High School. He lives in Win
nipeg. Both D.K. and Herc play hockey for the Baldur 
Barons. 

Roxanne (Rocky) was born on June 24, 1963. She 
attended Baldur Elementary and High School. 

Penelope (Penny) was born on Oct. 5, 1964, and is 
living at home, takng her Grade XII at Baldur High 
School. 

They all enjoy and are active in sports. 

TONY AND PATSY DEKEZEL FAMILY 

Tony was born in 1936, in Swan Lake. He married 
Patsy Boulet of Baldur in 1961. They farm on SW 16-4-
14 and have three children. 

Tony attended Huff School. Patsy attended Rosehill 
School and Baldur High School. 

Debra was born in 1962. She attended Baldur 
Elementary and Baldur High School before taking her 
Registered Nurse's Training in Brandon. 

Timothy was born in 1964. He attended Baldur 
Elementary and High School. He is farming with his dad. 

Kelly was born in 1971, and is going to school in 
Baldur. 

GERARD AND TERRY DEKEZEL FAMILY 

Gerard (Gerry) was born in 1939 in Swan Lake. He 
married Theresa (Terry) Wiederspick of Prince Albert, 
Sask. in 1962. Gerry attended Huff School. 

They farm on NW 21-4-13. Gerry works for Belmont 
Gulf. Terry works at housekeeping at Prairie View Lodge 
in Pilot Mound. 

They have one chosen daughter, Sheila-Ann, born in 
1968. She goes to school at Glenora. 

NORBERT AND BRENDA DEKEZEL 
FAMILY 

Norbert was born in Swan Lake in 1944. He attended 
Huff School. He married Brenda Naismith of Stockton 
in 1973. 

Norbert does a lot of carpentry work. Brenda is Head 
Cook at the Baldur Hospital and Manor. Norbert and 
family live in Baldur. 

They have one chosen daughter, Jennifer, born in 
1977. 



RONALD DEKEZEL FAMILY 

Ronald (Ronnie) was born in Baldur- in 1949. He at
tended Huff School. He married Helen Lussier of 
Belmont in 1971. 

He works for Armand Levreault of Glenora and lives 
on NW 12-4-13. Helen works in Mariapolis. 

Larry, their chosen son, was born in 1977, and lives in 
Glenora with his mother, Helen. 

PETERUS DELLAERT FAMILY 

Peterus (Pete) Dellaert bought NW and S 15-4-13. At 
this time Pete and his daughter Susan were living in 
Mariapolis. To the best of Susan's knowledge, and not 
necessarily in order, the land was rented to; Fred 
Levreault, Karl Roeges, Jack Jansen, Cyril Baeken and 
Pierre Wanlin. 

In 1960, Susan Dallaert married Victor Vassart of the 
Dry River district. In 1961, Vic and Susie moved on to 
this farm. Pete moved to the farm with them and they 
farmed the three quarter sections together. Pete passed 
away on March 18, 1974, at the age of 88 years and is 
buried in Mariapolis Cemetery. 

Victor, Susie and their son Brian have continued 
farming. 

JOSEPH AND SARA DELORME FAMILY 

Joseph and Sara. 

The Delorme story actually begins with a minister of 
German descent called Garver. He and his wife ran a 
small store in Fort Tottem, North Dakota. They had two 
small children, James and Charles. One night the Indians 
attacked. The fort was burned and the people were either 
killed or escaped. It is believed that the Garvers were 
killed. The Indians took Charles. A family called 
Delorme knew the baby was still alive. They did not think 
the Indians should raise a white baby so not long after the 
raid, the Delormes stole the baby from the Indians and 
fled the area. They settled in Belcourt, N.D. and con
tinued to raise their family and the new member whom 

they adopted as Joseph Delorme. He was much younger 
than his step brothers and sisters. When he turned 16, 
Joseph moved to Canada to start his own life. 

Around 1890, Joseph met and married Marguerite 
Sara Lilley, daughter of William and Elizabeth (Gagnon) 
Lilley. Sara was born at St. Francis Xavier, Man. on May 
13, 1871. Joseph and Sara made their first home at 
Barbour's Lake, north of Pilot Mound. On April 29, 
1892, a patent was issued to Joseph Delorme to 
homestead SE 4-4-11. While they farmed there, their first 
child, Laura, was born on April 22, 1892. In 1894, Mary 
was born but died at six months. Also born on this place 
were: John Thomas on March 18, 1896; William on April 
1, 1898; Henri Alvin in April, 1900, who also died as a 
child; and David Louis on March 25, 1901. In 1901, 
Joseph and Sara moved down to the west side of Pem
bina Valley, near a family called Weavers. However, the 
river ran between the two families. In the spring of 1902, 
their first year, the Pembina River flooded across the 
whole valley. They climbed the hill west of the house 
because the buildings were almost surrounded by water. 
However, all ended well and they farmed there for nine 
years until 1910. Laura, Thomas and William walked 
across the valley to go to the Stuartville School. They 
remember one of their teachers being Mrs. Laury. 

On Dec. 24, 1902, the year of the flood, Frank James 
was born. Next was Eva on Dec. 7, 1904, and Charles 
Solomon on Oct. 2, 1906. In 1910, they moved to the 
Richardson place (top of the valley near the Creamery 
Road) for one year. Then they moved to the Atkinson 
place where they lived for several years. Joseph worked 
for different farmers in the area. On Dec. 15, 1911, Ida 
Jane was born. However, she also died as a child on Apr. 
13, 1913. On May 11, 1914, their last child, Joseph 
Russel (Joe) was born. 

Tragedy struck when Joseph Sr. died of a brain tumor 
in Winnipeg on Nov. 5, 1919, at the age of 54. He was 
buried in Mariapolis. Sara kept the rest of the family 
together. She remained with her youngest son, Joe, for 
the rest of her life. She passed away on Apr. 8, 1961, at 
the age of 89 years and 11 months. 

The following is an interesting story from that time. 
Some time around 1910, when Joseph and his family 
were living around the valley, a young man called James 
Garver arrived around Pilot Mound. He was looking for 
his brother Charles. No one knew anyone of that name so 
the young man moved on. Years later, Joseph heard the 
story but it was too late. So close, yet, so far. 

Thomas Delorme married Marie Rose Alma Chasse on 
April 9, 1918, at Elphinstone. Alma was born at St. 
Ambrose on May 23, 1898, the eldest daughter of a 
family of 12, to Napoleon Chasse and Josephine 
(Flamond). In May of 1918, Tom joined the army and in 
June went overseas to join the ranks in WWI. He was 
stationed in England for a year. When he returned the 
following June, Tom and Alma moved to the Doherty 
farm. The next year they moved to the old Flanagan place 
and Alvin Thomas was born on April 23, 1920. They 
spent the winter in Mariapolis and in the spring of 1921, 
they moved to the Toutant place and farmed NW 23-4-
12. On Jan. 26, 1922, Ernest Napoleon was born. Then 
they moved to the NW of section 13 in the valley. 
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Standing: Ernie, Alvin, Leonard, and Teddy. Sitting: Leona, Mildred, 
Tom, Alma, Velma, and Eleanor, Rita at right. 

Mary Leona was born here on Feb. 3, 1923. In the spring 
of 1924, they bought the Atkinson farm. Here they 
farmed and raised their family. Also born on this farm 
were Marie Rita Wilhema, on March 23, 1924; Edwin 
Eldred (Teddy) on Aug. 6, 1928; Mary Mildred Rose on 
Dec. 14, 1929; Marie Eleanor Jane on Aug. 20, 1931; 
Velma Mabel on July 14, 1934, and Joseph Leonard on 
Feb. 2, 1944. Tom and Alma stayed on the farm until 
Alvin and later Teddy took over the farming. They lived 
for a time in Pilot Mound and on Ernie's farm. They 
finally made their home in the same yard as Teddy, in 
their own little house. Alma was a dedicated member of 
the Women's Institute for oyer 30 years. She made many 
contributions to this worthwhile club. She was gifted with 
her hands and later years found her spending many hours 
at her favourite hobbies, crocheting, knitting, rug-hooking 
and especially quilt-making. In the homes of many 
relatives and friends can be found one or more of her 
beautiful hand-made gifts. On Sept. 5, 1978, Alma 
passed away at her home at the age of 80 years. She was 
buried at Mariapolis, Man. For many years, Tom had 
also worked on bridges in addition to farming. He also 
could play the fiddle and played for many wedding 
dances when he was younger. After Alma passed away, 
Tom moved into the Pilot Mound Lodge. He spent some 
time in Morden and now resides at the Rock Lake 
Personal Care Home in Pilot Mound. He is in relatively 
good health at the age of 85; Alvin Delorme married 
Helen Patricia Pierson on Oct. 12, 1954. They farmed at 
the home place for a couple of years, then they moved to 
Belmont. Alvin drove a road grader for many years and 
now has a small store at Manhatten Beach on Pelican 
Lake. Helen works at Pelican Lake Training Centre. 
They have three children, Douglas Thomas born on Jan. 
6,1957; Darlene Ann born on Feb. 11, 1958; and Valerie 
Lee born on Apr. 2, 1959; Ernest Delorme served as a 
Private in the artillery during WWII. He was stationed at 
Patricia Bay, B.C. and in England. During the time he 
served from 1942 to 1946, Ernie won the Canadian 
Volunteer Service Medal and Clasp. On Nov. 19, 1946, 
he married Imelda Dupuis. They lived in Winnipeg for 
three years, where Yvonne Louise was born on Jan. 30, 
1948. Then they bought a farm on the east side of the 
Pembina Valley. Their other children are Roger Ernest 
born on Apr. 15, 1950; Mariette Denise born on Nov. 28, 
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Ernie and Imelda. 

1952; Gerard Norman born on June 13, 1957; and 
Katheryn Laurie Angelina born on Jan. 12, 1963. Ernie is 
well-known as a softball pitcher with a mean curve. He 
also has a talent for playing the violin and enjoys playing 
at the various fiddling contests. Ernie is an active member 
of the Legion, Foresters and Knights of Columbus. Ernie 
sold the farm to Roger after Roger married, and Ernie 
built a new home a quarter mile south of the farm. 
Imelda is also well-known for her sewing talents. She has 
made many a wedding dress and sewed many a leather 
jacket. She now has a craft shop in her home; Rita 
Delorme joined the Canadian Air Force in 1942, and 
served for 18 months. In October of 1947, Rita married 
Lloyd Hannah. They lived at Petersburg, N.D. They had 
no children. Rita became ill with diabetes and died June 
7, 1961, at the age of 37. Lloyd passed away at Superior, 
Wisconsin, in 1978; Edwin Delorme is better known as 
Teddy. He was an active sports player when he was 
younger. Teddy would be back catcher when Ernie pit
ched. He could also play the saxophone and played with 
several bands. He worked in Alberta for a couple of years 
before he married Darlene Louise Lamb on Oct. 4, 1958. 

. They lived in Mariapolis for three years while Teddy 
worked as a diesel mechanic for Norman Major. He then 
worked for Albert Bateman for 14 years. They now live 
on the home place. Their three children are Edward 
Bruce, born on June 4, 1960, Thomas James born on 
Sept. 2, 1963, and Barbara Ann born on Jan. 19, 1965. 
Teddy still farms and works for Jim Bell and Willard 
Pollack. He is often in demand to repair tractors and 
vehicles. Darlene has also been working in the home care 
program; Leona Delorme married Walter Jans. They 
farm at Condor, Alta. She enjoys crocheting and crafts. 
They have three children, Lorraine Ann born on Mar. 13, 
1958, John Murray born on June 7, 1960, and William 
Walter born on Dec. 28, 1964. The three Pruden children 
from Leona's first marriage are Wallace Denis born on 
Dec. 10, 1944, Norma Jean born on April 4, 1947, and 
Velma Jeanette born on July 14, 1953. Mildred Delorme 
married Leo Thomas Dunne on Sept. 27, 1949. They live 
at Brooks, Alta. where Leo is in the trucking business. 
Mildred also enjoys making things with her hands. They 
have five children, Therese Marion born on July 27, 
1950, Valerie Joyce born on July 14, 1951, Lawrence 
Thomas born on Jan. 28, 1953, David Charles born on 



July 25, 1954, and Leo Paul born on Oct. 18, 1956; 
Eleanor Delorme married Leroy Harmon on Oct. 14, 
1961. They have two children, Michael Leroy born on 
Feb. 25, 1963, and Michele Marie born on Mar. 20, 1968; 
Velma Delorme married Allen Dunne on Oct. 19, 1957. 
They have three children, Darren Allan, a chosen son, 
born on Feb. 20, 1966, Timothy James born on June 15, 
1968, and Raelene Rita, a chosen daughter, born on June 
22, 1967; Leonard Delorme and his wife Julie have three 
children, David, Monty and Stacey. Len played the guitar 
and sang in the bands the Delormes had started. He now 
owns the Little Hobo Oil Services and lives in Brooks, 
Alta. 

William Delorme also served in WWI at the same time 
as Thomas. On Nov. 17, 1928, William married Marie 
Rose Angeline Mondor (Minnie). They worked for Jim 
Belford for two years, then for Willard Pollock for ten 
years. After this they moved to Pilot Mound, Bill then 
worked on the C.P .R. for the next 20 years. Minnie is 
well-known for her cooking. She worked as a cook in the 
hotel for seven years, then at the Lodge for 13 years, until 
she retired. Bill and Minnie had two children, Murray 
Louis born on July 11, 1935, who died as a child on Mar. 
11, 1938, and Mary Alice Patricia Ann born on Dec. 1, 
1939. Bill Delorme is famous as a fiddle player. He 
started playing at the age of eight, by playing at concerts. 
In 1970, Pilot Mound held a Bill Delorme Night 
honouring and thanking Bill for over 50 years of playing 
the fiddle and entertaining people. He has won over 42 
trophies from all the old-time fiddling contests he has 
entered. He won six provincial championships. In 1960, 
Bill won the trophy for the Southwestern Manitoba 
Champion Fiddler held in Killarney and went on to 
capture the Manitoba Championship at Brandon, where 
he appeared on television in 1962. Bill was usually ac
companied by his brother Joe or Mrs. Doreen Wallace. 
He still is entering contests and still wins some, even at 
the age of 83. Bill and Minnie both enjoy good health and 
still live in Pilot Mound. 

Back Row: Willy, Leslie, Doreen, Lloyd, Gordon, Joyce, and Elwood. 
Front Row: Irvin, Esther, Dave, and Irene. 

David Delorme married Esther Chasse on Jan. 10, 
1923. Esther was a sister to Alma, Tom's wife. They lived 
first on what is now Wayne Nelson's farm until about 
1934. Then they moved up to the same yard as Joe and 
Sara. In 1953, they moved to Pilot Mound for a couple of 

years, then they moved to Calgary, Alta. Dave and 
Esther have 10 children, Irene Josephine born Aug. 25, 
1923; Irvin Delton born Sept. 19, 1934; William Harold 
born July 20, 1927; Joyce Lillian born Mar. 29, 1929; 
Guy Willard born Feb. 14, 1931; Gordon Murray born 
Dec. 31, 1932; Elwood Clifford born Apr. 7, 1935; 
Joseph Leslie born Dec. 30, 1936; Doreen Margaret Rose 
born Sept. 10, 1939; and Lloyd Alphonse born Sept. 18, 
1941. Dave worked for several farmers including the 
Vassarts and Aime Morin where he worked the longest. 
He was a dependable pitcher for the threshing machines. 
Dave was an excellent barber and cut hair for his family 
and for many neighbours around. Dave could also play 
the fiddle but being more shy he didn't join any bands. 
Esther has suffered from a stroke but is recovering. Dave 
is still in good health and lives at Bow Valley Lodge in 
Calgary. 

Eva Delorme worked in Winnipeg before she met and 
married William Duguid, in 1945. They had one 
daughter, Bonnie Jean born March, 1948. Eva and Bill 
then moved to Edmonton where Bill owned his own 
gravel truck. In 1976, they moved to Red Deer, Alta. 
where they retired. 

Frank Delorme never married. He lives in his own 
place just east of Joe's. He helped many neighbours 
around, including Apperlys and Mert Nelson. Frank 
enjoys trapping and fishing along the Pembina River. 
Frank enjoys good health and still drives his own car. 

Solomon Delorme married Beatrice Malvina Conrad 
on Oct. 15, 1942. They first farmed near Glenora, then 
moved to Pilot Mound where he worked as a mechanic 
for the Hi-Way Motors for 25 years until he retired. 
Beatrice worked at Dr. Cohoe's office for 17 years. They 
have two sons, Conrad Leo born May 6, 1943, and Lyall 
William born June 15, 1944. Solomon passed away 
suddenly on Dec. 29, 1977. 

Bill and Joe. 

Joseph Delorme never married. He looked after his 
mother Sara until her death in 1961. When he was four 
years old, he saw his first airplane at Rock Lake in 1918. 
He went to school in Dry River and Mariapolis. He 
learned to play the organ and guitar at an early age, and 
played with his first orchestra, which included his brother 
Bill and two Robinson boys, when he was 15. They 
played mostly for dances in country schools and were 
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paid $6.00 for a dance. He saved his share of the money, 
and used it to buy his first car. He worked for various 
farmers at harvest time and received $1.50 a day. In 1930, 
he paid $27.00 for a good guitar, and later bought his 
first car, a Model T Ford, for $25.00. During WWII he 
was in the army, and was stationed in British Columbia. 
He was discharged in 1942, and worked as a mechanic in 
Mariapolis Garage until 1948. He continued with his 
music and played on radio and television stations. In 
1950, he bought an eleCtric guitar. In 1952, he started 
giving music lessons. Some of his pupils were Rene 
Hacault, the Ricard boys, Gerald and Guy Desrochers, 
the Elliott girls, Cyn Lodge, Henry Martens and Kenny 
Campbell. He had more than 200 music students, and 
quite a few are playing in their own bands. He passed 
away in Pilot Mound on June 23, 1979, at the age of 65. 

As you can see, the Delormes are a fairly large family. 
They are also very talented with most of them being able 
to play at least one instrument, even though they were not 
all mentioned. They had several bands during the past. 
The first one was the Delorme's Orchestra which in
cluded Bill, Alvin, Joe and Teddy. Roy Grassick played 
with them for a while. Another was the Rhythm Rockets 
with Teddy, Len, Joe, Gerald Desrochers and Bill for a 
while, and Reynold Lebeau. The Sonny Boys included 
Lloyd, Joe, Gilbert Gaucher and the Ricard boys. The 
Country Boys were Teddy, Len, Joe and Gerald 
Desrochers. This was the last band for them. Joe con
tinued with the Del-Tones in which he played with the 
Elliott sisters, Rhonda, Verna, Lillian and Sandra. Joe's 
last band was Ken and the Westerners with Ken Watson, 
Joe, Guy, Cecil, Allan and Reynold Desrochers. 

MARCEL AND ADRIENNE 
DE MEULINEIRE FAMILY 

Marcel and Adrienne De Meulineire bought N 16-5-13 
and one quarter of 9-5-13 from Maurice De Grouwe in 
the fall of 1963. They moved there the next summer. In 
1972 they bought 57 acres of 8-5-13 from Orval Breault, 
and bought the rest of that quarter from Marcel Wanlin 
in 1978. They are presently engaged in mixed farming. 

They have two children: Brian and Shelley. Brian is 
presently working for Good Roads. Shelley graduated 
from Baldur High School, and lives in Winnipeg. 

REMI AND ANGELE DE PAPE 

In 1936, Remi and Angele started farming on SW 25-4-
12, southeast of Mariapolis. There were no buildings on 
the farm so they had to move a home, a barn, granary 
and make foundations and footings for these buildings 
and later some additions. Also they dug a couple of wells, 
did a lot of fencing for pasture, and seeded some of the 
land to grass for pasture and cleared a bit more acreage. 

Mr. Arthur Lombaert, Angele's father, who was one 
of Manitoba's premium breeders and importers of 
Belgian horses, gave them a Belgian stallion (imported 
from Belgium); also a French coach stallion (imported 
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Remi and Angel/e. 

from France); and some purebred mares which were the 
foundation stock for their start in purebreds. From this 
stock they raised some prizewinners at winter and 
summer fairs. They also raised a good purebred herd of 
shorthorn cattle. In 1941, they acquired a good shorthorn 
heifer calf from the Currie estate in Cando, North 
Dakota. The following summer, as a yearling, they 
showed her at all the small local fairs with a lot of firsts. 
As a full grown cow she won first and championships at 
local fairs. They also had a few bulls in the Brandon bull 
sale which brought fair prices. 

In 1942, Remi and Angele moved from SW 25-4-12 to a 
farm NW 35-4-12, just a half mile south of Mariapolis. 
There again they had to remodel the existing buildings, 
build a new granary. They also planted a new windbreak, 
and generally improved the farmyard and fence. 

During the winter of 1943, they assisted in canvassing 
the township of 4-12 for the purpose of electrifying the 
farms in the area. Also Remi became a charter member of 
the Mariapolis Credit Union and he served in that 
capacity for eight years as one member of the credit 
committee. They gave up farming in 1947, due to ill 
health. 

THE DE RUYCKS IN ARGYLE 
EMILE DERUYCK FAMILY 

On April 15, 1923, Emilius De Ruyck and Eliza 
(Mauws) De Ruyck from Ruiselede, Belgium, arrived at 
St. John's, N.B. with their six children; Gerard, Charles, 
Raymond, Remi, Andre and Mary. They boarded the 
train for Winnipeg, then Swan Lake. It was a long ride 
and days were wasted detouring washed-out tracks and 
bridges. In Swan Lake they were met by Eliza's brother 
Alphonse with his horse and wagon and taken to his four
bedroom farm home, which the 2 families, 13 children 
and 4 adults shared for four months. Emile and his 
family farmed in Lome Municipality for the next 20 
years. In 1938, Eliza De Ruyck passed away. 

In 1943, Emile purchased 17-4-12 from the estate of 
Andrew Young for $11,000.00, less one-third share of the 
crop that was planted there that year by Alec Graham, 



then the reeve of Argyle. Emile immediately turned the 
land title over to his sons, Remi, born 19l3, and Andre, 
born 1915, retaining one-third share of its receipts for life 
as payment in full. In the fall of 1944, Emile, Remi and 
Andre, with his wife Clara Verstraete whom he had 
married Nov. 9, 1943, moved from their home farm near 
Bruxelles to 17-4-12. Here they found a 10 by 20 foot 
shack which had been moved from Greenway, then 
spruced up by the addition of two small bedrooms. 

In 1945, Emile bought E 18-4-12 from Alec Graham. 
On Feb. 20, 1946, Remi married Jeanne Deschouwer and 
moved to that newly-acquired yard. Emile retired to 
Swan Lake where he married Emma Goethals. After she 
died in 1961, Emile stayed in Brandon with his daughter 
until he passed away peacefully in 1971. 

Meanwhile Remi and Andre's partnership expanded 
when they bought N 20-6-10 and SW 20-6-10, near Swan 
Lake, in 1951. 

Andre and Clara's family began when Lorraine arrived 
in 1945; followed by Morris in 1948; Darlene in 1951; 
Doreen in 1952; and Annette in 1961. A new house was 
built on 17-4-12 in 1954 to accommodate them. 

Remi and Jeanne's family began when Denise arrived 
in 1947; followed by Valere in 1948; Lorette who died in 
infancy; Doris in 1952, who died accidentally in 1971; 
Leonard in 1955; Dianne in 1958; and Audrey in 1961. In 
1961, Remi bought E 20-4-12 from Paul Mestdagh and 
moved his family to the big frame house built there years 
before by Sandy McQuarrie. 

These family years were marked by heavy schedules of 
fieldwork and caring for milk cows and other animals in 
order to make ends meet. The families attended mass 
regularly in Mariapolis. The older children spent their 
early school years boarding at St. Alphonse Convent. 
The years 1957 and 1958 saw these students, with horse 
and cart or sleigh in winter, off to the Dry River School. 
Consolidation in 1959, sent them on the bus to 
Mariapolis schools. Later, high school meant Notre 
Dame or Somerset. 

In 1967, when the partnership dissolved, Andre ob
tained title to 17-4-12 and Remi added the Swan Lake 
land to his home half on 20-4-12. Andre bought E 18-4-12 
from his father in 1970. The two families are now grown 
up. 

Lorraine worked as an accountant until she married 
Denis Mabon in 1972. They farm near St. Leon with their 
children, Marc, Brian and Christelle. 

Morris married Sandy Parsonage from Baldur in 1972, 
and they live on 17-4-12 which they bought from Andre 
in 1974. Their family includes Andrew, born in 1973; 
Karolyn, born in 1974; Dawna, born in 1977; and Jayne, 
born in 1979. 

Darlene worked as a secretary and married Rick Berard 
in 1970. They live in Treherne with their children, Dean 
and Leanne. 

Doreen worked as a nurse until she married Henri Van 
Mol in 1975. They farm near Pilot Mound with their 
three young sons, Michael, Dale and Glen. 

Andre and Clara moved with Annette in(o a new house 
on 18-4-12. Annette started her R.N. training in St. 
Boniface in 1981. 

Denise worked as a telephone operator until she 

married Denis Talbot in 1968. They live in Brandon with 
their daughter, Bonnie. 

In 1979, Valere married Lois Bolack from Baldur. 
They live on 20-4-12 with their daughter, Christine. 

Leonard is working as an accountant. 
Dianne is a teacher and married Robert St. Onge in 

Denmark in 1980. They are now teaching elementary 
school in The Pas. 

Remi and Jeanne moved with Audrey to Mariapolis. 
During the relatively dry years Morris and Andre have 

been engaged in an ambitious drainage project, trans
forming troublesome potholes into productive farm land. 

Hopefully the family farm will remain a viable unit in 
this country, and these particular De Ruyck farms will 
flourish for generations to come. 

CYRIL AND HELEN DESLYPER FAMILY 

Elsie, Nita, Cyril and Helen. 

Cyril and his wife Helen and two daughters, Elsie and 
Nita, came to Baldur from Mariapolis in 1945. They had 
purchased the farm 1-5-14, formerly owned by Mr. 
Geeregat. A new house was built there which was later, 
bought and moved into Baldur by Jack Snowdon. Some 
years later they purchased 2-5-14 which is two miles south 
of Baldur, known as the Madsen farm. Two years later 
they moved there and farmed until Cyril and Helen 
retired in 1959; however, they chose to remain living 
there for several years more. In 1972, they had a house 
built in Baldur where they lived until Cyril's death in 
1978. Helen is still residing there at this time. 

Elsie married Jim Mallach and lived in Edmonton and 
then for a short time in Winnipeg, eventually settling 
down in Toronto with two children, Rick and Cindy. 
Elsie lived there until her death in 1965. Rick was born in 
1956 and had most of his schooling in Baldur. After the 
death of his mother, Rick came to live with his grand
parents for a couple of years and then lived with his uncle 
and aunt (Emile and Nita) for the remainder of his school 
years. He is presently working for Sony of Canada as an 
electronics technician. He is also musically active, playing 
with a band called "Southern Comfort". Cindy was born 
in 1960, and died at the early age of five. 
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Rick Mallach, Kathy, Nita and Emile. 

Nita married Emile De Kezel in 1956. They are farming 
on 5-5-13, formerly owned by Jack Campbell. They have 
one daughter, Kathy, who was born in 1961. Kathy had 
all her schooling in Baldur. She is now working in 
Winnipeg at Greater Winnipeg Gas Co. 

LEON AND ELIZABETH DE SMET 
FAMILY 

Leon and Elizabeth on their wedding 
day, 1942. 

Leon De Smet was the son of Oktoof De Smet of 
Eecloo, Belgium and Marie Matteeuws of Knesselaere, 
Belgium, who were married in 1911 in St. Alphonse. 
Their children were: Renilda, Helen, Leon, Albert, 
Maurice, Celina and Clarice. 

Leon was born Sept. 22, 1914 on SE 16-6-12 in the 
Lome Municipality. He met Elizabeth Van Damme, born 
Nov. 9, 1922, on SE 1-6-13 of Argyle Municipality. 
Elizabeth was the daughter of Maurice Van Damme of 
Wevelgem, Belgium and Idalia De Blaere of Wyngene, 
Belgium. Elizabeth and Leon were married Oct. 27, 1942, 
in st. Alphonse Parish and farmed on NW 7-6-12 in 
Lome Municipality. They bought N 1-6-13 in Argyle 
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Noreen, Marlene, and Octave. 

Municipality in 1944, formerly owned by Gisli Bjornson. 
In 1954, they bought SE 2-6-13 from Snori Anderson and 
in 1964, they moved to Braemar Street in St. Boniface, 
and their son Octave rented the farm. 

They raised three children. 
Octave was born Sept. 22, 1943. He married Sandra 

Van Cauwenberghe in 1965. They have one son, Dale 
who was born Feb. 2, 1967. 

Marlene was born July 8, 1946. She went to Bru School 
until 1959. She took grade VIII in St. Alphonse Convent 
and high school in Mariapolis. She graduated a licenced 
practical nurse from St. Boniface Hospital in 1965, and 
began working at Lome Memorial Hospital in Swan 
Lake. She married a teacher, Allen Van Cauwenberghe 
of Swan Lake on Aug. 26, 1967. They lived in Swan Lake 
until 1969, when they moved to Somerset. They raised a 
family of three children: Lee, born Sept. 6,1968; Tracey, 
born Sept. 6,1969; and Lynn, born June 19,1971. 

Noreen went to Bru School until 1959. She took grades 
VI, VII and VIII at St. Alphonse Convent and IX and X 
high school in Mariapolis and grade XI at Holy Cross 
School in St. Boniface. Then she worked at the St. 
Amants Ward, St. Vital in 1966. She worked for Great 
West Life Insurance until she married Paul Grenier of St. 
Leon on June 26, 1967, and lives on a farm there. They 
raised a family of three: Edward, born June 24, 1968; 
Jocelyn, born June 1, 1971; and Christopher, born Oct. 
7, 1974. 

OCTAVE AND SANDRA DE SMET 
FAMILY 

Octave, only son of Leon De Smet and Elizabeth Van 
Damme, was born on Sept. 22, 1943. He took his 
schooling at Bru School, except grades II and III which 
were taken at Cypress River Elementary School. He was 
also active in 4-H in St. Alphonse Club. He farmed with 
his parents until 1964, when he purchased the farm, N 1-
6-13 and SE 2-6-13, formerly owned by his parents. He 
married Sandra Van Cauwenberghe on July 3, 1965. 
Sandra was born Sept. 20, 1945, the daughter of Maurice 
Van Cauwenberghe and Eileen De Vloo of Swan Lake. 
They have one son, Dale, born Feb. 2, 1967, at the 
Baldur Hospital. In 1967, they rented one quarter from 



Siam Kraut near Baldur, also a section near Greenway 
from Maurice Lussier of Winnipeg and purchased land in 
1973. In 1975, Octave sold N 1-6-13 and SE 2-6-13 to 
Arthur Van Damme and the farm near Greenway to 
Edward Wytinck. He bought Swan Lake Memorials in 
1975, formerly owned by his father-in-law, Maurice Van 
Cauwenberghe. The business was added to in 1977, when 
he continued the retail sales and servicing of electrical 
appliances and television from George Brandt. He 
continued the business under the name Swan Lake 
Memorials and Electric Inc. 

ARTHUR AND EMILIA 
DESROCHERS FAMILY 

Pervila, Emilia holding Orner, Eli, Arthur with Bob, and Derila. 

Arthur Desrochers was born in 1881, in the county of 
St. Beatrice, Que. He came to Manitoba with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Medrick Desrochers, in 1887. They 
homesteaded at Mariapolis, Man. After Arthur's 
marriage to Emilia Desrochers in 1902, they moved to 
Greenway where Arthur operated a blacksmith shop for 
40 years. Farmers in the surrounding area brought their 
plough-shares to be sharpened and their horses to be shod 
by Arthur. The R.C.M.P., while riding through 
Greenway at three a.m., would waken Arthur who would 
fire up his forge, and expertly shoe the horses. 

Arthur ran his steam threshing outfit every fall until 
1928, and used it again in 1932. 

Arthur and Emilia raised a family of 12 children while 
in Greenway Eli, Eva, Pervila, Derila, Bob, Orner, 
Blanche, Adrien, Erma, Clifford, Florence and Eugene. 

These were busy years for Emilia as the family grew 
and attended Greenway School, especially when sickness 
of several caused an added burden. 

Arthur and Emilia moved to Winnipeg in 1942, where 
Arthur worked for McDonald Aircraft until 1945. Even 
then Arthur secured another job, building grain-cleaners, 
so didn't retire until 1960. 

Arthur passed away on April 18, 1963, and Emilia 
enjoyed good health until she suffered a stroke in April, 
1965, and passed away in August of that year. 

Eli's history is told in (Uldridge Desrochers story.) 
Eva married Jules Delrue and they had a family of two. 
Pervila and Derila both died when only in their early 

20's. 
Bob worked for Dan McLennan after leaving 

Greenway School. Bob remembers the day he was told to 
operate the foot pedals on the Model T Ford while his 
dad cranked it. Bob pressed one pedal too hard and the 
car jumped forward, pinning Arthur under it. Bob ran to 
hide behind the elevator, thinking he had killed his dad. 
However, Ira Craik and Mason Hedley came to the 
rescue, lifted the car to free Arthur who was not badly 
injured. Bob went to Winnipeg in 1937, and was a welder 
at McDonald Aircraft until he joined Manitoba 
Telephone staff where he worked until he and his wife 
(nee) Irene Leonard retired. They raised two sons and one 
daughter. 

Orner worked in Winnipeg as a plasterer and a 
storekeeper before joining the Crown Insurance Com
pany where he worked until his death in 1975. He left his 
widow and one daughter. 

Blanche married Fred Reykdal. (See Reykdal History). 
Adrien worked at Westeel in St. Boniface until 1940, 

when he joined the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders. 
He returned to Canada in 1945, when he was again 
employed for Westeel. In 1949, he began building 
transformers for Pioneer Electric, and later did similar 
work for Canadian General Electric in Guelph, Ont. 
From 1960, until his retirement, Adrien worked for 
Manitoba Telephone System. Adrien has two sons. 

Erma died after years of ill health, in 1952. 
Clifford left Greenway with his parents in 1941, and 

worked at Westeel until he joined the Army Service 
Corps as a cook. After his discharge he had various 
occupations until he became a commissionaire at 
Winnipeg Airport. He is married and has five children. 

Florence died while still a student at Greenway School. 
Eugene left Greenway as a young boy and resides in 

Winnipeg. 

ELIE AND AGNES DESROCHERS FAMILY 

Alice, Agnes, Eli, Leta and Lome on the 50th wedding Anniversary oj 
Eli and Agnes. 

Joseph Wilfred Uldege (Elie) was born in 1903, in 
Mariapolis, Man., son of Arthur Desrochers. Arthur 
moved to Greenway in 1909 to become the blacksmith 
there. Elie went to school in Greenway. He started 
working at 16 years of age for the C.N.R. On Nov. 17, 
1926 he married Agnes Choquette. Agnes was born in 
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1910 in St. Alphonse, Man. 
Elie and Agnes moved to Carman in 1966, and Elie 

retired in 1968 from the C.N.R. after 49 years of service. 
Some of these years were part-time, but approximately 40 
years were full time. Agnes was caretaker and cleaned the 
school in Greenway for 25 years. Elie made ice and was 
caretaker of the curling rink for many years. 

They had two daughters, Alice and Leta, and one son, 
Laurent. All three children went to school in Greenway. 

Alice married Germain Desrochers, and they had one 
son, Ronald, and one daughter, Linda. They live in 
Winnipeg. 

Leta married Francis Everett and they had three sons; 
Leonard, Ricki and Robin, and one daughter, Shirley. 
They live in Petawawa, Ont. 

Laurent married Darlene and they had one daughter, 
Shelly, and two sons; Marc and Hally-Dean. They live in 
Winnipeg. 

EDMOND AND EVA DESROCHERS 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Denis, Yvette, Emile, Orval. Front Row: Adrienne, Flavie, 
Eva, Odile, Edmond, Florida, Doreen. 

Edmond, son of Elie Desrochers and Odile Jolys, was 
born in Mariapolis on Nov. 19, 1887. He married Eva 
Desrochers, daughter of Venance Desrochers and 
PhilomeneRivet, born Aug. 14, 1900, on Oct. 8,1917. 

They farmed at Greenway. Edmond and Eva had eight 
children: Emile, Yvette, Florida, Flavie, Orval, Denis, 
Adrienne and Doreen. They all attended Greenway 
School. 

In 1941, the family moved to Winnipeg where Edmond 
worked for the C.N.R. as a carpenter, until his 
retirement. 

Eva passed away on Aug. 17, 1971, and Edmond 
passed away on July 6, 1974. 

Emile was born at Swan Lake on Dec. 19, 1919. He 
joined the Air Force for five years. Then he worked as an 
electrician for Winnipeg Supply. On April 30, 1963, he 
passed away while on a fishing trip, leaving his wife 
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Betrand and two daughters. 
Yvette was born in Greenway, in 1921. She married 

Maurice Belanger. They had two sons and one daughter 
and live in Winnipeg. 

Florida was born in Greenway, in 1924. She married 
Osias Clement. They had three sons and four daughters 
and reside in Winnipeg. 

Flavie was born in Greenway, in 1926. She married and 
had three daughters. She died in a car accident in 1972. 

Orval was born in Greenway, in 1927. He was with the 
Armed Forces for 20 years. He married and had four 
sons and two daughters, and now lives in British 
Columbia. 

Denis was born in Greenway, in 1928. He was in the 
Armed Forces and is an electrician welder by trade. He 
married and has two sons and three daughters, and lives 
in Winnipeg. 

Adrienne was born in Greenway, in 1929. She married 
and had three sons and five daughters. She lives in 
Winnipeg. 

Doreen was born in Greenway in 1931. She married 
and had one son and five daughters. They live in Ran
dolph and work in Winnipeg. 

All members of Edmond's family are now grand
parents. 

SINAI AND LOUISE 
DESROCHERS FAMILY 

Sinai and Louise. 

Sinai was born on May 17, 1892, at Mariapolis. He 
came from a family of 12. He was the son of Mederic 
Desrochers and Hermine Janson, who were married in 
1880, and homesteaded NW 5-5-12 in 1899. On Nov. 10, 
19l3, at St. Alphonse, he married Louise Malo, daughter 
of Louis Malo and Edmire Labossiere. Louise was born 
at St. Alphonse on Aug. 18, 1896. 

Sinai and Louise had a family of nine: Orner, Leon, 



Honore (Henry), Edward (Ed), Wilbrod (Will), An
toinette (Tony), Noella (Nell), Urbain and Celeste. 

Sinai and Louise and their family moved to Baldur 
prior to the birth of their youngest son, Celeste, in 1925. 
They lived on the farm where Lloyd Reykdallives today. 
Their sons and daughters went to Welsh School. Several 
of their grandchildren also received their elementary 
school education there. 

Omer, their first born son, died at the age of 11 
months. 

Leon was born on Jan. 7, 1916, at St. Alphonse. In 
1936, he married Irene Hacault of Mariapolis. They had 
four children: Laurette, Yvonne, Roland and Linda; all 
of them are married. Leon passed away in the spring of 
1972, and is buried at Mariapolis. Irene lives in Pilot 
Mound. 

Honore (Henry) was born May 4, 1917, at St. 
Alphonse. He married Marguerite Daigmont, born 
March 23, 1920, at Deleau, daughter of Felix Daigmont 
and Ghislaine Pierlot. They were married at Mariapolis 
on Oct. 18, 1938. After their marriage they farmed south 
of Baldur for three years, in Greenway for two years, and 
in 1945, they returned to Baldur to the Alex Gillies farm 
where they have lived since. They have five children: 
Fleurette, Roger, Lucille, Ernest and Margaret. They all 
went to Welsh School; all are married; and all five live in 
the municipality of Argyle. Fleurette married Marcel 
Geirnaert of Mariapolis and they have two children, 
Randy and Shelley. Roger married Lynda Thompson and 
they have three children, Honore (Henry), Necole and 
Catherine (Cathy). Lucille married Murray DeBaets and 
they have two children, Todd and Marcie. Ernest married 
Bonita (Bonnie) Reykdal and they have three daughters, 
Shannon, Melissa and Michelle. Margaret married 
Robert (Bob) Sigvaldason. 

Edward (Ed) was born on Oct. 6, 1918, at St. 
Alphonse. Prior to taking up farming at Baldur, Ed was 
in the armed forces during WWIl. On June 7, 1947, he 
married Marlin Vopni at Mariapolis. Their children are: 
Daniel (Danny), Annette, Murray, Sheila, Arlene, Laurie 
and Ronald (Ronnie). Annette married Bill Argue and 
they have two sons. Laurie married Allan Cuthbert. 
Marlin passed away in May, 1979, and is buried at 
Baldur. 

Wilbrod (Will) was born on Jan. 26, 1920, at St. 
Alphonse and married Rose Godaert at St. Leon on Oct. 
19, 1944. Prior to having farmed at both Greenway and 
Baldur, Will worked for several years on the railway and 
the pipeline. He was also in the service during WWIl. 
Will passed away while farming at Baldur in the winter of 
1977. Rose lives in Baldur. Their children are: Shirley, 
Raymond, Margaret Ann, Lorraine, Larry, Robert and 
Randy. Shirley married James Pickering and they have 
three sons. Margaret married John Stace and they have 
two daughters and a son. Lorraine married Don 
Motheral and has two children. Raymond and Colleen 
have a son, Derek. 

Antoinette (Tony) was born April 23, 1921, at St. 
Alphonse. On Nov. 9, 1941, at Weston, Ont., she 
married Marcel Goegebuer of Belgium. They had no 
children. Marcel passed away in 1970, in Toronto, Ont.; 
he is buried at Baldur. Tony lives in Hudson Bay, Sask. 

Noella (Nell) was born Aug. 31, 1922, and married 
Ovide Desrochers. They have three children: Madeline, 
Dianne and Jerry. Madeline married George Jackson and 
they have two sons, Larry and Garry. Dianne married 
Ken Tranborg. Jerry and his wife, Marla, have a son and 
a daughter. Ovide and Nell are living in Hudson Bay, 
Sask. 

Urbain was born on Dec. 28, 1923, at Mariapolis. He 
married Therese Labossiere at St. Leon on Dec. 28, 1944. 
They have five children: Marcel, Doreen, Victor, Denis 
and Brenda. Marcel married Darlene Sierens and they 
have four children, Corinna, Rodney, Kenneth and 
Brent. Doreen married Jacques Leclair and they have a 
daughter, Karen. Victor married Ann VanWoensel and 
they have a daughter, Kim, and a son, Armand. Urbain 
and Therese are farming at Greenway; Marcel and Victor 
farm at Glenora. 

Celeste was born May 17, 1925, after his parents had 
moved from St. Alphonse to Baldur. He received his 
education at Welsh School. On June 6, 1946, he married 
Juliette Labossiere of St. Leon. Following their marriage 
they farmed at Greenway, first on the old Walleyn farm, 
then on the McLennan farm, and now they have been 
living on the Strang farm since the marriage of their 
youngest son in 1980. When Sinai and Louise retired and 
moved to their new home in Somerset in 1969, they sold 
the Strang farm to Celeste. Celeste and Juliette have four 
children, Donald, Maurice, David, and Debbie. Donald 
farms the George Black farm in the Dry River District. 
Maurice married Lisele Baete and they have four 
children, Michelle, Cory, Lianne and Darrel. David 
married Coleen Roels and they live on his parent's farm. 
Debbie married Denny Kynoch and they live in Morden. 

Sinai and Louise farmed for 56 years. In 1963, they 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary while both 
were still enjoying very good health. In 1969, they sold 
the farm and retired to Somerset. Louise passed away on 
Oct. 7, 1972, following (l. lengthy illness in Swan Lake 
Hospital, at the age of 76 years and two months. Sinai 
passed away March 17, 1974, at the age of 81 years and 
10 months. Both are buried in Mariapolis. They left eight 
children, 39 grandchildren and 42 great-grandchildren. 
At present, all of their sons and several of their grandsons 
and granddaughters are farmers. 

All of their grandchildren have their own memories of 
when "Pepere" and "Memere" lived in Greenway. 

ROGER AND LYNDA DESROCHERS 
FAMILY 

Roger Honore Joseph Desrochers was born on SW 27-
4-13, Argyle Municipality, on July 6, 1945. Roger is the 
eldest son of Marguerite and Honore Desrochers. He 
moved south of Baldur with his parents and family, 
where he attended Welsh School. 

On May 7, 1966, Roger married Lynda Marlyn 
Thompson at the St. James Mission in Baldur. They have 
three children: Honore Roger Joseph, born March 8, 
1967; Necole Lee Ann Mary, born on Aug. 28, 1969; and 
Catharine Marguerite, born March 23, 1972. 
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Roger Desrochers Family. Back Row: Lynda, Honore, Roger. Front 
Row: Cathy, Necole. 

The children attend Baldur Elementary School and are 
busy with music, 4-H and hockey. 

The family now lives south of Baldur on their farm, 3-
5-14. 

JON AND BERTHA DEVOS FAMILY 

John, Jeanne, Felix, Alice and Bertha. 

John Baptiste Devos was born at Auderghem, Belgium 
on Nov. 20, 1890. Bertha Marie Uyttenbrock was born in 
Brussels, Belgium on June 12, 1897. They both moved to 
Bruxelles, Man. in 1903 with their respective parents and 
were later married, on Feb. 19, 1917. They farmed at 
Bruxelles with John's parents until July of 1920, during 
which time they had two daughters, Jeanne Marie born 
on June 16, 1918 and Alice, born on May 17, 1920. In 
July of 1920 they purchased a section of land from Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Campbell; it was seven miles south and 
three-quarters of a mile west of Baldur; S 2-4-14, NW 2-
4-14 and NE 3-4-14. Along with the farm they purchased 
the machinery, cattle, horses, pigs and chickens. They 
moved their furniture from Bruxelles with horses and 
wagons, quite different from moving today. 

Some of the pioneer neighbours at that time were the 
George Bannerman family, the William Clark family, the 
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McLaren family, the Smith family, the Waitte family, the 
McKenzie family, the Brinkworth family and the Slater 
family. 

Felix Gerard, their only son was born on Nov. 20, 
1923. He and the other children went to Connaught 
School which was two and a quarter miles from the farm. 

The grain that was sold was hauled with a team and 
wagon (which held approximately 60 bushels) to Baldur, 
Glenora or Neelin, a distance of either seven or eight 
miles; cattle and pigs were hauled the same way. The 
cream from milking a few cows, by hand, and the eggs, 
were hauled to Baldur by horse and buggy and put on the 
train that would be going to a town that had a creamery. 
Most of the eggs were sold to the local store in trade for 
groceries. In those days the neighbours all pitched in and 
helped each other so it really meant a lot to have moved 
into a good neighbourhood. A good example of this was 
the first small threshing machine in the area. It was 
purchased jointly by the Devos, McLaren and Ban
nerman families and was used to do the harvesting for 
themselves as well as a lot of the other families in the 
community. It took about five or six men to do the 
harvesting; one to operate the machine, three men and 
three teams and wagons to haul the sheaves and one man 
pitching sheaves in the field. 

John was the first farmer in this area to start raising 
purebred polled hereford cattle. He traded 30 head of 
mixed bred cattle for nine purebred polled hereford 
cows and calves in the summer of 1929. These were 
Domino Breed cows and he kept an average herd of 
about 25 cows until he retired in 1953. All the purebreds 
that he had were related back to these first nine cows. 

In 1953, John and Bertha bought a house in St. 
Boniface, where they lived until they passed away, John 
on March 30,1963 and Bertha on Feb. 17, 1978. 

In October of 1940, Jeanne married Gilbert Rigaux 
from Cypress, where they farmed for a few years before 
moving to Winnipeg, where they still reside. They have 
two sons, Raymond and Kenneth and one daughter, 
Janice. 

Alice married Emile Van Deynze on Sept. 26, 1939 and 
moved to Swan Lake and eventually to Somerset, where 
they farmed until retiring and moving into Somerset a 
few years ago. They have three boys, Jerry, Roland and 
Norbert and three girls, Doreen, Denise and Karen. 

Felix remained on the farm and in 1953, when his 
parents retired, took it over completely. In the same year, 
on April 15, he married Leona Dalzell, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Anderson of Neelin, Man. Leona had two 
children, Cherryl Ann who had been born in Baldur on 
Feb. 17, 1947 and Arvid Norman, who had been born on 
March 13, 1948 in Calgary, Alta. Felix and Leona had 
one daughter, Geraldine Carol, who was born on Dec. 
28, 1956 in Baldur. Felix kept on with the breeding of 
purebred polled herefords and mixed farming until 1969, 
when he disposed of the herd and sold half of the farm W 
2-4-14, to Arvid. A second dwelling was built and both 
families shared the work and machinery. At present Felix 
is semi-retired, with Arvid renting the other half of the 
farm. 

Cherryl and Arvid attended elementary school at 
Connaught, where they had such teachers as Bernice 



McLaren, Ann Porter, Donna Myers and Gordon 
Kentner. Cherryl finished her education at Baldur High 
School. Geraldine attended Baldur Elementary and High 
School graduating in 1975. 

Cherryl joined the Royal Canadian Air Force and was 
stationed in Nova Scotia until November of 1967 when 
she married Allan Twigge of Mair, Sask. They had three 
children, Sherry Lynn, born on April 8, 1968; Shawn 
Allan Gene, born Nov. 12, 1969 and Stacy McLean, born 
on July 31, 1971. Cherryl moved back to Baldur in 1973 
and on May 19, 1979 married George Hanna. They reside 
in Baldur. George works as a mechanic at Baldur Garage 
and Cherryl works in the Royal Bank. Sherry and Stacy 
attend Baldur School. 

Arvid married Allison Hill, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernie Hill of Belmont, on July 6, 1968. They have three 
children, Cindy Malinda Jean, born on Jan. 24, 1969; 
Cory Norman, born on Feb. 20, 1971 and Colleen 
Jennifer Ann, born Sept. 10, 1973. Arvid and Allison are 
presently on the home farm and all the children attend 
Baldur School. 

Geraldine moved to Winnipeg in 1975 and on June 4, 
1977, married Brent Acorn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Acorn of Belmont. They are presently residing in 
Winnipeg. Geraldine works at Investors Syndicate Ltd. 
and Brent works for the Manitoba Telephone System. 

SIMON AND ANNIE DILLABOUGH 
FAMILY 

Simon and Annie Dillabough around 1908. 

Simon was born June 6, 1863, at South Mountain, 
Ont. He left for Wood Bay, Man. in 1894, where his 
sister Lucy, Mrs. Peter Mcintosh, and her husband were 
homesteading. Simon's homestead was next to Peter's. 
One of his bachelor friends, Thomas Rodgers, im
migrated to the same area. Later Thomas Rodger's sister, 
Patience (Annie), and her parents and sister, Mary, came 
to visit Thomas. Annie married Simon on March 17, 
1896. 

While Simon and Annie lived in Wood Bay, Elsie was 
born in April, 1897; James in March, 1899; Ruth in 
March, 1901; Alice in December, 1902; Cecil in Sep
tember, 1904; and Gordon in July, 1906. 

When Elsie was born, Simon and the doctor were 
caught in a blizzard and had to take shelter. The 
neighbours were too far away to be of any assistance, so 
Annie had the first child alone. 

With six children Simon and Annie needed more land 
and purchased a farm in Argyle, 24-4-13. They moved by 
hayrack to Argyle. There was only a log house on the 
farm, but Annie had brought her small sewing machine 
from England and she got James to chink up the logs. 
She sewed yards of cotton material together; put them all 
on the walls and calsomined it all in pale green which 
looked like plaster. It was not only warmer but also more 
attractive than the newspapers which had covered the 
upstairs walls previously. She brought many fine linens 
and china, from England. She also brought refinements 
to the lowly log house of the pioneer. Annie and Simon's 
home was always open to passers-by. 

After moving to Argyle, Mary was born on May 24, 
1908; but lived only four and a half months. It is now 
known she was a blue baby. 

Guy was born in June, 1909, and Una Fern in April, 
1913. Gordon, Guy and Una attended Greenway Public 
School. 

Simon was active in church and helped to build the 
Methodist Church in Greenway. He was also trustee in 
Zephyr School and a member of the Orange Lodge. He 
was known for his honesty; his word was his bond. 
Simon and Annie worked so very hard but managed to 
raise and provide for all the children with love, despite 
the hardships of a pioneer's life. 

Elsie attended Baldur High School, then graduated 
from Brandon Normal School. While teaching she met 
George Craik, a Dry River farmer. They married in 
January, 1917. (See George Craik history). 

James, an Orangeman like his father, became a grain 
buyer in Deloraine, Man., where he met Verna Smith. 
They farmed, until his retirement to Deloraine. He 
passed away in 1964 in his 66th year. He left his widow 
Verna, now living in Deloraine, and his six sons; 
Rodgers, Robert, Wayne, James, John, and Murray. All 
sons are married and there are 15 grandchildren. 

Ruth took a hairdressing course in Brandon. She 
married Percival Harland, who was a veteran of WWI. 
He was in the 13th Royal Highlanders of Montreal and 
came west after the war. During WWII Percy was 
technical adviser to the army in Windsor, Ont. They 
moved to Ontario in 1930. He had a long career in 
management with Ford Motor Company until his 
retirement. They have one daughter, Jacqueline, married 
to Robert Jones of West Hill, Ont. and three grand
children. 

Alice married George Sinker of Cartwright, Man. They 
lived in Winnipeg until the beginning of WWII. Alice had 
been a salesgirl in Winnipeg before her marriage. They 
moved to Toronto in 1942, where George was salesman 
for Toronto Motor Car Co. for many years until his 
retirement. He passed away in 1976. Alice still lives in 
Toronto. They had two children. Delbert, and Sandra, 
(Mrs. Martin Holmes.) 

Cecil became a mechanic and settled in Melita, Man., 
working for Sneddon's Garage. While on duty he was 
killed by an automobile in 1929. He left a widow, for-
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merly Orene Amos of Waskada, and daughters Shirley 
and Lorna, and one son Cecil. 

Gordon left home at an early age. He worked in Melita 
where he was married. He and his wife Muriel moved to 
Underhill, Man., and operated a general store and post 
office. They moved to Ontario where Gordon continued 
in business until his retirement in 1973. They moved to 
Glenboro, Man. where he passed away in May, 1980. His 
widow Muriel survives. 

Guy born in Greenway, Man., went to school there. In 
his teens he went to Toronto and worked in De Haviland 
Aircraft. From there he enlisted in the R.C.N. in 1940. 
He was acting "Leading Stoker" on the Canadian Patrol 
Vessel "Racoon". In September, 1941, his ship, along 
with four other ships, was torpedoed on the same day by 
German U boats in the St. Lawrence. There were 38 
officers and men on the "Racoon" all lost at sea, in
cluding Guy. Guy had passed his exams at sea and was 
petty officer at the time of death. He was relieving an 
injured stoker, or would have been on leave. 

Una Fern born in Argyle in 19l3, attended public 
school there. During this time, due to ill health, Simon 
and Annie sold their farm and moved into Greenway 
village where Annie ran a boarding house until 1927, 
when they moved to Melita, Man. Una went to high 
school there. Simon passed away in October, 1929, 
shortly after his son Cecil was killed. Annie and Una Fern 
moved to Toronto in 1930, where Annie made her home 
with Ruth for some time. She passed away in May, 1947. 
Una Fern, after a career in radio, became a commercial 
traveller for a Montreal hardware company. She later 
became sales manager of Super Health Aluminum Co. in 
Toronto. She travelled coast to coast, was a member of 
United Commercial Travellers and honorary member of 
North West Travellers Association. She married Edward 
Krausher of Winnipeg in 1959, and later moved to 
Toronto. When the Toronto Board of Trade opened 
many years later, the first country club to include lady 
members, Fern was on the executive of the Board of 
Trade Ladies' Country Club. In 1973, Ed retired as Vice 
President of Canada Printing Ink Co. and they now live 
in London, Ont. Una and Ed have a son Edward and a 
daughter Karen and four grandchildren. 

JAMES AND MARGARET DOHERTY 
FAMILY 

James Doherty was born in Ireland and in 1893, came 
to Manitoba where he worked for R.M. Wilson. He was 
attracted to a young lady, Margaret Sterling, who was 
helping Mrs. Wilson. James and Margaret married. 

They settled on NW 8-4-12 and bought SW 8-4-12 for 
$lO per acre. James and Margaret homesteaded SW 7-4-
12, so acquired three quarter sections. 

They had five children: Mary, Verna, Myrtle, Gladys 
and Bill, who attended Dry River School. 

Mary married John Cavers and raised four sons. 
Verna died at 21 years of age. 
Myrtle married George Follis. She died in 1928. 
Gladys married a Mr. Langford in Alberta. They had 

one son. 
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Bill married and moved to Saskatchewan. 
After moving to Pilot Mound early in 1920, Margaret 

passed away that May. James lived until 1946. 

JOHN DOHERTY 

John (Paddy) Doherty lived in Inniskillen, Fermanagh, 
Ireland. He went from his home to Scotland where he 
became a streetcar conductor. After procuring his 
conductor's papers he came to Canada, about 1926. He 
worked at Wawanesa for the Mooney family for a 
number of years then came to harvest for Claude 
Crayston in 1937. Paddy was the butt of most of the 
men's jokes but had a quick wit and almost always fooled 
his jokester. 

In 1940, Paddy rented SE 20-3-l3, the farm of George 
Crayston. In 1942 or 1943, his barn was struck by 
lightning and burned to the ground, making it necessary 
to shoot some of the badly-burned horses. 

In 1956, he moved into the village of GIenora and 
farmed from town for the next two years. He passed 
away in 1961, after surgery. As he was very fond of 
children and their education, he willed his money to the 
GIenora School to be used on extra supplies badly needed 
at that time; maps, swings, and books, were bought. 

SAM DOWDELL 

Sam was a bachelor who came from Ontario with the 
Playfairs. He homesteaded NW lO-5-13 in 1880. His first 
home was a sod shack. Horses were his pride and joy. 

Sam's sister's son, Jack Truelove and his family came 
in 1924, and took over the farm. Sam stayed with Jack, 
his wife Tena and two sons, Ken and Everett for three 
years. Sam returned to Perth, Ont., to the home of his 
sister and her husband, where he lived to be at least 85. 

PHILLIP AND KAROLINA DUNNING 

Karolina and Phillip. 



Phillip Sheridan Dunning was born in Prince Edward 
County, Ont., in 1882. While a temporary resident in 
Saskatchewan, he met and married Karolina Valgerdur, 
daughter of Brynjolfur and Halldora Gunnlaugson, on 
March 3, 1920. Karolina was born in 1892. 

They resided on a farm south of Baldur briefly, but for 
the greater part of the time, they resided on the Bryn
jolfur Gunnlaugson homestead, 28-5-13. In October, 
1940, they moved to Winnipeg. 

They had two children: Harry, who now lives in 
Hinton, Alta. and Christine, who is a school teacher in 
Winnipeg. 

Phillip passed away in 1957, and Karolina in 1975. 

ALFRED EASON FAMILY 

Alfred Eason came from England in the early 1880's 
and bought N 21-4-12. He married a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Saunders. They had six children: Annie, Fannie, 
Bertha, Josie, Mabel and Charlie. 

In 1903, Alfred moved his family to Wawanesa where 
Alfred was postmaster for many years. Mrs. Eason 
passed away in 1903. Alfred died in 1936. 

GUDBRANDUR AND MARY EINARSON 
FAMILY 

Gudbrandur was born in Winnipeg, on March 6, 1890. 
His parents were Einar Eriksson and Soffia Gud
brandsdottir, both from the Dala Sysla district of 
Iceland. Gudbrandur was better known to the com
munity as "Goodie". He married Mary Sigvaldson of 
Minneota, Minnesota in June, 1917. Her parents were 
Ami Sigvaldson and Gudrun Arason, also immigrants 
from Iceland, who homesteaded in the vicinity of 
Minneota, Minnesota. 

Goodie and Mary came first to a farm east of Glen
boro, north of No.2 highway. This farm is presently 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Thompson. Goodie then 
bought a farm from Rube West, east of Glenboro, which 
is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Jonson. 

Goodie and Mary had four children; Henry, Pauline, 
Lloyd and Emily. Mary passed away in October, 1930, in 
the Winnipeg General Hospital, as a result of post
operative complications, at which time the youngest in 
the family was nine months old. 

About a year later Goodie's mother Soffia, now 
widowed, came to live with the family. There were hard 
years ahead during the depression, with high interest 
rates on mortgages (12070) and prices such as 2<1: a pound 
for pigs, and 5<1: a dozen for eggs. So Goodie moved his 
family south to the Argyle district in 1934. The move 
took place in January, but the family was able to 
withstand the vigours of a cold Manitoba winter. Kind 
neighbours assisted with the move and the establishment 
of heat in the house which was equipped with hot water 
radiators and a temperamental coal and wood furnace. 

The children attended Frey School, one mile north of 
their home. In the winter Pauline had to rise very early to 

go down to the school and fire up the wood stove to heat 
the room in readiness for classes. It was a long mile to 
walk in sub-zero temperatures. 

Goodie was active in the community, giving support to 
the school board and Grund Lutheran Church, where the 
children were confirmed. 

Henry spent four years in the army during WWII. He 
married Wilhelmina Laroque. They had five children; 
Roberta Lee, Craig, David, Bradley and Mary Leanna. A 
tragic car accident in 1974, took the life of Roberta Lee at 
the age of 18 years. The family resides on the original 
farm in the Argyle district. Henry has had an active 
political career for approximately 20 years, first as 
president of the Progressive Conservative Association of 
Rock Lake. He then chose to run for election in the 
constituency of Rock Lake and held that seat as M.L.A. 
from 1966 until 1981. 

Pauline also assisted on the farm and went to business 
college in Winnipeg. She married Theodore 
Christopherson in 1947, and moved to San Francisco, 
where she and her four children, Robert, Ronald, Carol 
and Roy still reside. 

Lloyd attended Glenboro High School and gave the 
necessary assistance on the farm during those years. He 
then earned a diploma in agriculture from the University 
of Manitoba in 1949. Lloyd and his wife Jean live in 
Glenboro. Lloyd owns and operates a seed cleaning plant 
in Glenboro which has served the community for about 
30 years. 

Emily attended Glenboro High School and was a 
graduated as a nurse from the Winnipeg General 
Hospital in 1951. She married Henry Enns and they have 
two children, Mark and Florence. They have been living 
in London, Ont. since 1966. 

Goodie spent a number of years with Emily in London 
before he passed away in October, 1975, in his 86th year. 

He is remembered by his family as a very industrious 
and capable man, but more as a kind and loving father 
who loved each of his children with a most generous 
heart. His mother Soffia is also remembered with a great 
deal of love, for she was a strength the family benefitted 
from in difficult times. She died in October, 1948. 

HALLDOR AND INGIBJORG 
EGGERTSON FAMILY 

Ingibjorg, daughter of Ami and Helga Sveinsson, was 
born Sept. 25, 1885, in Argyle municipality where she 
grew up. When Ingibjorg was in her teens, the young 
ladies of Argyle district had a "sewing circle" where they 
learned to do fine needlework, at which she excelled. She 
kept up this interest throughout her life. At age 84, she 
completed an intricate strawberry design working with 
the now extinct filo silk embroidery thread. This work 
has been framed, and is treasured by her family. 

In the year 1906, Ingibjorg married Halldor Jon 
Eggertson, of Winnipeg; they had four children: Ami, 
Diddy, Margaret and Edwina. Their first home was in 
Oak Point, Man., and for a time Halldor operated a 
hardware store in Baldur. Their second child was born 
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Ingibjorg 

there. Halldor later turned to the insurance business in 
Winnipeg. Following her husband's untimely death in 
1918, Ingibjorg returned with her children to her p~rents' 
farm for a period of two years; the two older chIldren, 
Ami and Diddy, attended Frey School. A move to 
Glenboro followed. There she was a member of the 
Glenboro First Lutheran Church, singing in the choir, 
and working with the women's auxiliary of the church. 
Born with a sunny disposition, she was an artistic person, 
and loved music, painting and needlework. She was able 
to support herself and her children as a dressmaker. 

When her parents retired from the farm, they came to 
live with Ingibjorg in Glenboro. In 1928, she moved to 
Winnipeg with her three daughters. Her son, Ami, joined 
her later after returning from Seattle where he had 
worked. in her latter years, she spent a great deal of time 
between California and Vancouver with her children and 
grandchildren. 

WALLACE AND LENA ELLIOTT 
FAMILY 

Norma, Rhonda, Lena, Wally, Verna, Lillian. Bottom: 
Sandra, Earl. 

Wallace Thomas Elliott (Wally) was born on Jan. 23, 
1906, in Cardiff, Wales, the son of Walter and Minnie 
Elliott. 

As a boy, Wally sang in the Welsh choirs, was a Boy 
Scout Master, and liked boxing. 
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He immigrated to Canada in 1927, at 22 years of age, 
to work as a hired hand on the H. Lockerby farm at 
Baldur, Man. He worked for several farmers, the last 
being John Devos and Arthur Smith. Wally was very 
fond of Arthur, and continued to care for him in his 
elderly years until his death. 

Wally married Lena Emily Preston. Lena was the 
daughter of Nelson Earl Preston and Bertha Lundgren. 
They farmed NE 1-4-14 in the Glenora district. Both 
Lena and her first daughter, Norma, were born on this 
farm. Norma and her husband now own the farm. Lena 
attended Wigton School from grades I to IX, and loved 
music and dancing. 

Wally and Lena were married Easter Sunday, April 18, 
1938. William Gallagher, a Scotsman, and Wally's best 
friend, was their best man. 

Wally and Lena settled on 3-4-14, which was virgin 
prairie, never touched before by a plow. They planted 
over 6000 trees. These maples, blue spruce, and apples 
were a beautiful sight in years to come. 

Wally had re-infections of an old back injury from 
falling on a spike. Doctors warned him not to ride 
tractors so in 1948, he opened up a photography 
busines;. His first Elliott's Studios was upstairs in the 
former Jackson Store in Baldur. With the efforts of the 
whole family, they kept the farm as well, and later moved 
the studios out to the farm. He ran his studios for 18 
years, taking most of the wedding, family and children 
photos in a 50 mile radius. 

Wally loved sports, and played soccer with Hilton and 
Ninette teams. He was chosen to play on the Brandon 
All-Stars, and the Brandon Laurels, when he was 50 years 
old. 

Wally retired and they moved to Killarney, in 1969, 
where he continued to operate a little store in the Ninette 
Sanatorium. Lena worked in the Ninette Sanatorium as 
well and was employed there for seven and a half years. 

Wally and Lena had six children; Norma, Lillian, 
Verna, Rhonda, Earl, and Sandra. The children all at
tended Connaught School. 

Norma married Cliff Brinkworth. They had three 
children; Lyndon, Jeffrey (deceased), and Darryl. 

Lillian married Tom Deedman. They have two 
children, Maureena and Vance. 

Verna married Robert (Herby) Hutlet. They have six 
children; Tammy, Mark, Laurie, Joanne, Jay, and 
Jacalyn. 

Rhonda married Rick Verspeek. They have three 
children; Sheldon, Kelly, and Tanya. 

Wallace (Earl) married Karen Lawson. They have two 
children; Jaimie and Robert. 

Sandra married Alvin Ramsden. They have three 
children; Wayne, Randy, and Misty. 

Wally passed to rest on Aug. 27, 1973. The final farm 
acres were sold the following year to the Smith brothers. 

Lena presently resides in Killarney, where she is the 
head supervisor of the laundry staff for the Killarney Tri
Lake Centre and Lakeview Lodge. Lena enjoys her 17 
grandchildren who keep her busy attending their many 
sports and interests. . . 

The Elliotts have always been a closely knIt famIly, and 
enjoy many get-togethers. 



JIM AND MARVEL ELLIS 
FAMILY 

Merle remembers ... with love and affection, the years 
they lived in Baldur. It was a short time, May, 1919 to 
June, 1928. Merle was two years of age when she came, 
and 11 when she left, but still remembers those years very 
vividly. James Erwin Ellis of London, Ontario and his 
wife, Marvel Adelaide (McGillivary) of Ottawa and their 
two year old daughter, Elizabeth Merle came to Baldur in 
1919. They stopped in Winnipeg during the big strike. 
Marvel told Merle about heating milk on her electric iron 
in the hotel. 

Jim had spent three years overseas with the 159th 
Battalion of Northern Ontario. He had been gassed and 
one lung had been destroyed. He wanted space and clean 
air. He got a farm just outside of Baldur through the 
Soldier's Settlement. They stayed in the town of Baldur 
that winter on Main Street. Violet Winnifred was born 
there. The actual place of her birth was the (last) office of 
the Hon. Ivan Schultz. 

Merle remembers the little farmhouse, on a wee rise, 
no trees - bleak. It was two and one-half miles from 
town. They had a horse and buggy - sleigh in winter. 
There were three rooms and a lean-to. There was a cook 
stove in the kitchen and a Quebec heater in the 
livingroom. Marvel's nice furniture looked very out of 
place in the livingroom, and there was no electricity for 
her iron. 

Marvel made bread, learned to drive a horse, watched 
Merle go to Welsh School. They had another child, a 
boy, who did not live. Marvel was horrified when Merle 
came home from school and told her she spent recesses 
chasing gophers and cutting off their tails - and selling 
them. 

But, she remembers more the good times. They had 
wonderful neighbours, the Hawns, the Chesters, and 
others. They visited, picnicked, picked berries and went 
to Rock Lake. They went regularly to church. They took 
part in concerts. Merle remembers coming home one 
night in a sleigh with hot bricks at their feet. They 
thought it was fun. She remembers riding the seeder and 
plow with Jim. He taught her to play baseball, and Merle 
broke her arm, sliding. They swam and skated. 

Shopping on a Saturday gave the joy of choosing 
candy from one of those jars, Merle can see them yet. 
The first day of school, it was a mile away, was very 
exciting. Merle carried her lunch. Before she had left that 
school, two and one-half years later, she had read every 
book in the library. Marvel kept the organ during the 
winters and she taught them many songs. Then they 
moved to the town itself. They lived in a large brown 
house across the tracks from the school. Merle 
remembers the flowers in Miss Bateman's room, picnics 
at the end of June, and a book she received at school for 
perfect attendance. Merle also remembers, with mixed 
feelings, the day that Kwong Foon, a Chinese student, 
said to her, "We are the foreigners here, everyone else is 
Icelandic." Jim worked as a butcher, with Joe Lyons. He 
never was a farmer. Marvel was much happier in town. 
She did so many things to make the house pretty, lovely 

embroidered cloths, cushioned window seats and a good 
garden. Both Jim and Marvel took part in community 
life. The church was important and so was the curling 
and skating rink. They drove a friend to Ninette to see 
her husband, who was a patient there. Winnie and Merle 
enjoyed the lovely flower gardens there. Merle 
remembers going to Mrs. Schultz' for music lessons, 
singing in the choir (she cannot yet either sing or play), 
and riding with another girl in a cart and shetland pony -
where are you, Mary Nixon? She also remembers ex
ploring every inch of Baldur and the countryside. 

There are so many more memories, one cannot forget 
ones' early childhood. Winnie married Norman 
Cheetham of Neepawa. They live there now, their two 
daughters are married and living in Winnipeg, with three 
grandchildren. Merle married Herbert Wilson of Win
nipeg. They still live there. They had four children. After 
a brief stay in Holmfield, they moved to Neepawa in 
1930, where Jim passed away in 1942, Marvel lived until 
1962. Marvel was so lonely on the farm and said to Merle 
and Winnifred, "You girls will be educated and will go 
out into the world." They have not disappointed her. 

It has been fun remembering. 

JOHN ELSON FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs. John Elson. 

John Elson married in London, Ont. and had a family 
of six sons and one daughter: Will, Bob, Bert, Ed, Er
nest, Charlie and Ida, the daughter. The mother of this 
family died and John married Mrs. Lush who had one 
daughter, Morna. Morna moved to United States. 

In the early 1880's John and his new wife came to NW 
34-4-12 with other early settlers. John, being a butcher, 
made use of his trade when the Dry River beef ring was 
organized. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elson were leaders in the church and 
Sunday School at Dry River. In 1909, they sold their farm 
to Mr. Geirnaert and his son Urselin still farms it. 

Mrs. John Elson passed away in 1914. John lived with 
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his son Charlie until he died, at the age of 95 years. 
Charlie married Mary Moffat and died accidentally in 
1936. Bert was a missionary in Africa. It is interesting to 
note that Bert's daughter Arvilla, who stayed in Crystal 
City with her Uncle Ed, taught in Baldur High School 
and married Bob Lightly who was principal of Baldur 
High School for five years. 

GEORGE EMBERSON 

George Emberson came to Canada from an English 
orphanage as a "Barnado boy". He was a farm labourer 
with the Smeatons until he enlisted with the 222nd 
Battalion in 1916. He was based at Aldershot, England, 
and saw active service at Ypres and Vimy Ridge. 

After WW I, George worked with Angi Conibear until 
1929, when he went to help Duffer Gerolamy. 

Ailing health forced George to retire to Baldur, where 
he lived in the Fred Steven's house. Requiring nursing 
care, George went to Deer Lodge where he died. 

THE EMBURY'S TREK WEST 
ANGUS AND MARY EMBURY FAMILY 

Angus Embury Family. Back Row: Arthur Embury and Alex HUffman. 
Front Row: Andrew, Lillian Elsey, Blanch Huffman, Edna and Ed
mund. 

Angus Embury, a carpenter by trade in Ontario and of 
United Empire Loyalist stock, with his wife Mary and six 
children, came to Manitoba in 1890. They settled briefly 
in the Floral district near Pilot Mound, and then moved 
to a farm north of Baldur in 1891. In late 1891 or in 1892, 
they moved to NW 22-4-14, southwest of Baldur. The 
farmstead was later moved to the S. W. quarter of the 
same section, close to the old Rosehill School. 

The children who made the journey from Tamworth, 
Ont. near Napanee, were, in order of age, Andrew, 
Blanche, Lillian, Edmund, Charles and Leah. The 
youngest son, Arthur, was born in the R.M. of Argyle in 
1891. 

As the railroad came through Pilot Mound in 1885, the 
family probably came all the way from Ontario to Pilot 
Mound by rail, and from there with horses and wagons 
and or democrats, to the farm in the Floral district north 
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of Pilot Mound, and likewise to Baldur. As did most of 
the people who followed the railways west, they came in 
search of a new and hopefully better life. 

Nothing is known of their first home on NW 22-4-14. 
The house built on the SW quarter was a frame cottage, 
erected when nothing was known about insulation. Those 
were the days when during the winter months, if the 
wood fires in the kitchen ranges and living room heaters 
went out overnight, things were a bit cold inside. There 
was always a good coating of ice in the range reservoirs 
and water pails. 

Andrew, together with Edmund, took up a homestead, 
four miles northwest of Kennedy, Sask. in 1903. They 
each spent six months a year on this land for the time 
needed to 'prove up' on it. Andrew gave up farming, 
probably in 1905, and opened a general store in 
Rossendale, Man. He married Annie Huffman, who died 
in 1915. He subsequently married Mary Craik of 
Greenway, and there were three children, Gordon, 
Marjorie and Alice. Andrew ran a store in Vandura, 
Sask., then one in Fairlight, Sask., from there he went to 
Neelin, retiring from there to Belmont in 1928. 

Blanche married Alex Huffman, who farmed S 20-4-
14. She lived there until her death in 1954. She had two 
sons, Roy and Angie. Roy is retired from the farm and 
lives in Baldur. 

Lillian taught school prior to her marriage to Jacob 
Elsey of the Marringhurst district. They had two 
children; Edgar and Ruth. In the 1920's they moved to a 
farm close to Pilot Mound. From there they retired to 
Pilot Mound, where she died in her 102nd year. Edgar 
continued to operate the farm. 

Back Row: Murray, Irene, Edmund, Edna, and Lynn. Front Row: 
Allan, Verna holding Dorothy, and Margaret Barr. 

Edmund, as noted above, began homesteading at 
Kennedy in 1903, and remained there until 1911. On 
March 14, 1906, he married Edna Leah Clegg of 
Marringhurst. In 1911, they moved back to the family 
farm, southwest of Baldur. They had three sons: Allan 
who was born at Kennedy; and Lynn and Murray who 
were born at Baldur. Allan, the eldest is a retired station 
agent and lives in Kenton. He married Jean Jackson, and 
has a son Philip and a daughter Deborah (Mrs. Don 
Goetzen). Lynn married Verna Sampson and had six 



children; Eleanor, Mrs. Peter Reykdal of Baldur; 
Dorothy, Mrs. Garth Wakefield of Brandon; Donna, 
Mrs. Fred Bousquet (deceased); Ross of Winnipeg; 
Wilma, Mrs. John Eisenman of Winnipeg; and Billy of 
Saskatoon. Lynn died in 1958. Murray married Irene 
Barr, and is living retired in Vernon, B.C. They had five 
children: Lois, Patricia, Mervyn, Betty and Barry. There 
is an adopted son, Blair. In 1933 Edmund purchased the 
W.J. Porter farm, N 20-4-14 and the NE 21-4-14. He 
resided there until his retirement to Baldur in 1951. 
Edmund was active in public affairs, and served as Reeve 
of the R.M. of Argyle from 1923 to 1933 inclusive. He 
was a trustee and secretary of Rosehill School for many 
years. He was a member of the Independent Order of 
Oddfellows, which he first joined in Kennedy, and a 
member of Strathcona Lodge No. 117 G.R.M., A.F. and 
A.M. at Belmont. 

Charlie Embury farmed near Baldur for a short time 
after having worked in lumber camps and various other 
places out west. He married Clara Galloway of 
Marringhurst and they had three children. The eldest was 
Olive, then Mable and the youngest, a son Graydon. 
When he left the farm, Charlie took up barbering, first at 
Pilot Mound and then at Clearwater. After time out for 
service in WWI, he returned to Clearwater and barbered 
for a short time. However, having contacted tuberculosis 
overseas, he went to the Sanatorium at Ninette, where he 
died in 1921. 

Leah worked in the old general store then run by Chris 
Benedictson, and also taught school for a time. She 
married Rev. David Howarth who preached in several 
places in Manitoba, including Kelwood and Harding. On 
leaving Harding, they moved to Calgary. They had four 
children: Graeme, Jean, June, and Charles. Leah lives 
with her eldest son, Graeme, on Saturna Island near 
Victoria, B.C. 

Arthur became a C.P.R. telegraph operator and 
station agent. He started at Purves, Man. and then went 
to Saskatchewan. Among the places he worked in that 
province were Hughenden, Saskatoon, Fairy Glen, Dilke 
and Loreburn. He married Dora Lawley and they had six 
children. They were: Winston, Roy, Vera, Betty, Frank 
and Ross. Arthur left the railway for several years, and 
joined in a partnership in a hardware. However, he 
returned to the railway, where he stayed until his 
retirement, at which time he settled in Vancouver. After 
having been a widower for a time, he married Mattie 
Lawley, who survived him. 

Andrew, Lillian and Blanche received all their 
schooling in Ontario. Edmund, Leah, Arthur and Charlie 
attended school in Rosehill. 

For a time, a Methodist Minister came to Rosehill 
School from Marringhurst during the summer months. 
As the first Methodist Church in North America was 
built, and served as a lay minister, by Philip Embury in 
1768, the Methodist Church remained the Embury choice 
up to the time of Union in 1925. 

There were two annual events the family attended. One 
was at Joe Avery's ball tournaments on July 1 at Rock 
Lake. The other was 'Summer School -Sunday' at the 
camp at the bottom of the hill and west of Avery's 
Resort. 

In those days it was usually a fat goose that graced the 
dinner table on Christmas Day instead of a turkey. 

The contrast of conditions then and now, is one 
common to all of the pioneer families. Walking plows, 
sulky plows and two furrow horse drawn gang plows, 
were used. All of the grain cut by small binders was 
stacked, so that it would weather until the threshing gang 
could come. There were log and frame houses with their 
old kitchen ranges. The wood had to be cut and hauled 
and sawn and split and carried into the wood-box to feed 
the stoves. Women went from neighbour to neighbour to 
help produce the home cooked bread and pies and all of 
the other things required to feed the large threshing 
gangs. These women, who toiled over hot stoves in 
summer heat to feed these hungry men had no fans or air 
conditioning units to ease their lot. These conditions are 
contrasted with the power machinery that is used today to 
operate a farm and the number of acres which can be 
covered in a day in all of the farm operation from seeding 
through harvest. Nowadays two men can do more at 
harvest time than the old 18 or 20 man gangs. 

FRANK AND NELLIE EVERETT FAMILY 

Frank Everett and Ellen (Nellie) Everett were married 
in Berkshire, England, in 1901. Frank worked at his trade 
of photographer until, in 1905, they decided to immigrate 
to Canada with their son Jack, born in 1903. After a very 
rough two-week crossing in a decrepit old boat, much sea 
sickness and a tedious train journey, they arrived in 
Winnipeg and were directed to Baldur by the immigration 
office. 

Frank and Nellie had only $5.00 left by this time and 
knew no one; but the town blacksmith, Mr. Martin, took 
them home for the night when they got off the train at 
Baldur. They began work immediately. Frank worked at 
the Jesse Chester livery barn, where his love and care of 
horses soon made him a valuable driver, when all cross
country travel was done by horse and rig. Nellie worked 
at the Chester house, which was a very busy place in those 
days. In 1906, they set up house on Third Street, where 
their daughter Carolena (Lena) was born. 

After a try at farming south of Belmont, they returned 
to Baldur. In 1910, they went to work for Christian 
Johnson on his farm just out of Baldur. Their son 
Fredrick was born there in 1911. They stayed there until, 
in 1916, they moved to the farm now known as the 
Norman Skardal farm. They farmed there until, in 1920, 
they bought a farm at Emo, Ont. They returned to 
Baldur in 1922. In 1925, they purchased a farm in the 
Connaught district, known as the Teddy Groves' farm, 
where they lived until their deaths in 1952. 

Their son Fred, carried on the farm until his death in 
1970. Fred never married. The farm is carried on by a 
grandson, Everett Trinder and his wife, Florence. 

During the earlier years Nellie was called upon many 
times to act as midwife to neighbours and strangers alike. 
Often there was no warning until a husband knocked on 
the door saying, "Will you come? My wife is having a 
baby." Very few had phones at that time. 

407 



Jack married Eva Hyatt, of Emo, Ont. 
Lena married John Trinder of Neelin. 
Both Jack and Lena still live in Baldur. 

JACK AND EVA EVERETT FAMILY 

Back Row: Francis, Dorothy, Vera, Kay, Henry. Front Row: Jack and 
Eva. This picture was taken on Jack and Eva's 50th wedding an
niversary. 

Jack Everett was born in Berkshire, England on Jan. 
19, 1903. He is the eldest son of Frank and Ellen Everett. 
Jack has one sister, Lena Trinder, of Baldur and one 
brother Frederick, who passed away in January, 1970. 

Jack immigrated to Canada with his parents in 1905, at 
the age of two, landing in Baldur where his parents 
worked for several years. In 1908 they moved to a farm 
south of Belmont where Jack started to Dingle Dell 
School at the age of five. Mabel Chester was his first 
teacher. They then moved back to Baldur where Frank 
bought two lots on Schultz Street and built a small house 
on the very same spot where Jack's house stands today. 
In 1920 they moved to Emo, Ont., but as farming was 
very different and they missed the prairie, they moved 
back to Manitoba in 1921. 

In 1926, Jack married Eva Jane Hyatt whom he met in 
Ontario. She came from a large family with two sisters 
and eight brothers. Jack and Eva farmed for one year 
after they married, then lived in a little house they built 
on Jack's father's farm near Neelin. Jack worked when 
he could get something to do through those depression 
years. It was there that their first four children were born. 
In the spring of 1937, they rented a farm four miles south 
of Baldur. It was there that their last two children were 
born. 

In 1946 they moved to the Clark Estate and rented for 
one year. Then finally in 1947, they bought a farm 
southwest of Baldur where they farmed until they retired 
to Baldur in 1970. In 1976 all the family were home to 
help them celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Jack and Eva had six children. 
Francis David was born in 1927. He married Aleta 

Desrochers on Nov. 17, 1946. They have four children; 
Leonard, who is married with two children; Ricki who is 
married with one child; Robin who died accidentally at 
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the age of 16; Shirley who is married with one child. 
Francis has retired from the Army and lives in Petawawa 
O~. ' 

Dorothy Rose, was born in 1932. She married Jack 
Thompson on Nov. 5, 1949. They have three children; 
Bill; Rhonda, who is married with one child; and Bob at 
home. The Thompsons farm at Glenboro. 

Vera Eileen, was born in February, 1934. She married 
Garth Grundy. They had three children; Shelley; Susan 
who is married; and Tim. Vera and Garth were divorced. 
Vera is now married to Carl Eby and they live in 
Kakabeka Falls, Ont. 

Kathleen Murriel was born in March, 1935. She 
married Fred Kamarous in 1952. They have seven 
children; Joann who is married with two children; 
Deanna who is married with one child; Barbara who is 
married with two children; Janice who is married with 
one child; Kimberly who is married; Beverly who is 
married; and Kurt at home. Fred and Kay live at 
Elkhorn, Man. where Fred is minister of the United 
Church. 

Marion Joan was born in August, 1938. She passed 
away at the age of 17 in 1955. 

Henry Clayton was born on Jan. 17, 1946. He married 
Rhonda Winfield in April, 1973. They have four 
children; Patti; Steven; and twins, Michael and Mark. 
Henry works for Dring's at Boissevain. 

JOE AND MARIE FIFI FAMILY 

Joe Fifi and Marie Wanlin were married on Oct. 7, 
1941. They farmed in the Holland and Glenora areas, 
until 1953, when they bought a farm southwest of 
Baldur. Besides grain farming, they raised cattle. 

Joe and Marie have one daughter, Annette, who was 
born on March 6, 1947. She went to school at Rosehill, 
which was one and a quarter miles south of their farm. 
Annette married David Woolverton of Glenboro. They 
have three daughters and are living in Toronto, Ont. 

In 1973, Joe and Marie sold their farm to Hugh 
Stephenson and they moved to Pilot Mound, where they 
built a new house. 

FITZSIMMONS FAMILY FORTUNES 
THOMAS AND SARAH 

FITZSIMMONS FAMILY 

Encouraging reports on Canadian farming op
portunities from a relative who had earlier immigrated to 
Upper Canada, raised prospects of future fame and 
fortune for Nathaniel and Mary Fitzsimmons of County 
Armagh, Northern Ireland. In 1866 the couple and their 
five sons journeyed by sailing ship, rail and carriage to 
establish new roots on a homestead of 100 acres in 
Kincardine Township, Bruce County, Ont. 

As the family's numbers grew with the birth of two 
daughters in 1867 and 1874, future economic prospects 
dimmed, despite purchase of 59 more acres of land in 
nearby Greenock Township. William, at 27, the eldest 
son, decided to answer the call of the west in 1879. After 



Sarah holding William, Stewart with Allan injront, and Thomas. 

an arduous trek to the Carberry district, he was so im
pressed by western economic prospects, he had, by 1890, 
induced his two sisters and three of his four brothers to 
take up settlement in the Carberry and Glenboro 
districts. (The elder sister, Mary Ann, was to become the 
first wife of Mr. John D. Young, long-time Glenboro 
barber.) 

In 1889 Thomas Fitzsimmons, younger brother of 
William and subject of our interest, together with wife 
Sarah and three sons, Stewart, six, Allan, four, and 
William, one, severed their farming connections in Bruce 
County and headed westward to the Glenboro area by 
rail. 

Success in this new land was not without sorrows and 
hardships Thomas, now 33, and his family were soon to 
discover. Stewart, in later years, was to recall, "The first 
winter was tough. Most of our meals consisted of oat
meal porridge." A sudden attack of diphtheria took the 
life of Allan in 1891 and he lies buried in Glenboro 
Cemetery. The mud, loss of stock, a stubble fire that 
nearly destroyed their farm home, near fatal family 
illnesses, fire that claimed five stacks of oats during 
threshing operations in high winds, were all hardships 
experienced by this pioneer family. 

Thomas and Sarah's lives were brightened, however, 
by the birth in January, 1892 of their first and only 
daughter, Lena. 

Early issues of the Glenboro Gazette chronicle the 
Fitzsimmons' lives and activities: spring 1893 - Mr. Thos. 
Fitzsimmons purchased a lot on Duncan Street in 
Glenboro on which to erect a "handsome" residence; 
summer, 1896 - the birth of their last child, Ross, was 
recorded in June; spring, 1897 - the new school at Grund 
has come under the attention of the "hustling" truste~, 
Mr. T. Fitzsimmons, who is to supervise its construction; 
summer, 1897 - Sarah is winning prizes in "ladies work 
and fine art" at the Glenboro summer fair; summer, 1897 
- T. Fitzsimmons is appointed noxious weed inspector for 
the Grund locality; early spring, 1898 - he resigned his 
position as secretary-treasurer of the Grund School; 
spring, 1898 - Mr. Fitzsimmons, through land dealings in 
the Grund area, consolidated his holdings into a half
section "over the creek" and also purchased a fine mare 
for breeding purposes; summer, 1900 - a bee was 

organized to help Mr. Fitzsimmons haul a carload of 
brick out to the construction of his new farm home; 
spring, 1901 - Thomas Fitzsimmons became Superin
tendent of the Union Sunday School, organized at 
Hawkins School house; periodic promotion lists noted 
the progress of Willie, Lena and Ross through the Hecla 
and Hawkins School grades; spring, 1902 - Thos. Fitz
simmons, in company with other speculators, bought up 
large tracts of land near Haywood; winter, 1902 - Thos. 
Fitzsimmons was elected school trustee for the Hawkins 
School; winter, 1903 and 1904 - T. Fitzsimmons sold out 
all his Haywood lands "at advanced prices" and was 
negotiating for more land in the Elm Creek area. 

Notwithstanding apparent success in farming, land 
speculation and community work, the conquest of early 
hardships left the family with a strong urge to meet new 
challenges. About 1909 they left Manitoba to file on a 
homestead in the Youngstown area of southeastern 
Alberta. They proved up their homestead lands by the 
fall of 1913, whereupon Thomas sold his property and 
retired to urban life in the city of Medicine Hat. Sarah 
passed away in 1926, Thomas in 1931. 

Stewart, after having graduated from high school and 
obtaining junior teaching certificates from the Winnipeg 
Normal School in 1906, spent the next nine years 
variously upgrading his teaching credentials in further 
study, meeting homestead requirements to obtain clear 
title, teaching for short periods of time in rural schools 
and working as a salesman for his uncle's real estate firm, 
W.J. Ross and Co. of Calgary. In 1915 Stewart fixed on 
teaching as his full time career, which ultimately took 
him to Edmonton and to promotion to a post of vice
principal within the Edmonton Public School System. 
His untimely death in 1933 left as survivors his wife and 
four children. 

William left homestead life, married a girl from 
Youngstown and together they moved to Red Deer in 
central Alberta. He became a salesman for a farm im
plement agency. Tiring of this, he and his family moved 
to Vancouver where he was successful in the real estate
insurance business. In 1948 he transferred his business 
interests to Los Angeles, California, where he and his 
wife resided until their deaths in 1955 and 1960 respec
tively. 

After completing high school, Lena entered training at 
the Calgary General Hospital as a student nurse. Shortly 
after graduation she married Harry Barr, elder son of 
James Barr, prominent pioneer stockman of the Glen
boro district. Lena, Harry and their five children lived in 
Calgary for many years. In the late 1930's the family 
moved to Edmonton where Harry operated his own 
butcher's supplies firm. Lena passed away in 1951 and 
her husband in 1961. 

Ross remained with his parents until his enlistment in 
the 196th Battalion of WWI's Canadian Expeditionary 
Force. Despite respiratory problems originally contracted 
during a gas attack in front-line action, he enrolled in the 
University of Alberta upon his return from overseas. His 
health continued to suffer until, in 1921, he died during 
his second term in the law faculty. At age 25 his 
promising career in law was ended. 

Today, the descendants of Thomas and Sarah are 
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scattered far and wide through the western provinces and 
western states. While none has achieved the fame and 
fortune their ancestors sought, many in their youth 
believe they are on the threshold! 

JOHN FLANNIGAN F AMIL Y 

John Flannigan, born in Armagh, Ireland, settled first 
in Walkerton, Ont. There he married and had 11 
children. Mr. and Mrs. Flannigan, when all the children 
were married but three, came to a homestead NW 4-4-12 
in the early 1880's and pre-empted SW 4-4-12. The three 
daughters who lived in Manitoba became: Mrs. Ambrose 
Kenny, Mrs. Thos. Richardson, and Mrs. James Freedy. 
Mr. and Mrs. Flannigan spent their last years with 
members of their family until they died within one week 
of each other in 1908, when Mr. Flannigan was 96 years 
of age. 

THE FORBES FAMILY 

Back Row: Burley Hainstock, Horace. Front Row: Alex, Mary Jane, 
Nancy, Anna, and Alice. 

Goodwin Orrin Forbes, born 1854, was of United 
Empire Loyalist background. He, with his brother 
Horace George, came west through the United States and 
up into Canada to explore the west. After a couple of 
trips back to the east Goodwin settled at Chater, Man., 
where he worked as a tinsmith. Goodwin developed the 
tin can but unfortunately did not patent his invention, 
losing the right to the financial benefits that go with 
successful patented innovations. 

Mary Jane English, born June 4, 1862, was the fourth 
child of John A. English (1822-1898) and Mary Board
man (1826) who married Jan. 17, 1850 in Armagh 
County, Ireland. The English family migrated to Canada 
in 1856, arriving at Port Hope, Ont., July 22. They 
settled in Cavan, in County Durham, for 15 years where 

410 

Mary Jane was born. They then moved to Brant County, 
Bruce, for nine years and came to 6-12-14 of County 
Rock Lake, Man., in 1881. The other family members 
included William, born Dec. 20, 1852; James, born June 
6, 1854; Robert, born Aug. 16, 1857; Elizabeth, born 
December 1868. 

Goodwin Orrin Forbes of Chater and Mary Jane 
English were married on July 15, 1884. Alice Ruth and 
Horace William were born there in 1885 and 1886 
respectively. The family then moved to Bruxelles district, 
later moving to the SE 7-4-13 near Greenway, Anna May 
was born in 1888; Alexander Goodwin in 1891; and 
Nancy Ethel in 1895; all at Cypress River, a fair distance 
to go from the farm south of Greenway. 

Goodwin Forbes died in 1896, leaving his wife and five 
children to carryon the farm. They moved to the 
Treherne district for a short time to be with Mary Jane's 
family, then in 1897, Mary Jane moved back to the farm 
at Greenway and established the family home. They later 
acquired SW 27 and E 22-4-13, which was farmed under 
Mary's direction until Horace and Alex could take over. 
They continued together until 1919. Horace often 
recounted the time when his mother was doing the 
evening milking, he, as a boy, had gone to the house 
where two heavily armed men were talking with the hired 
girl. These were the James brothers, Frank and Jesse, on 
one of their trips into Canada. 

Mary Jane Forbes married Cecil McKnight in 1919. 
They moved to a homestead near Makaroff, Man. where 
they farmed until 1933. They retired to Greenway village. 
Mary died in 1939. 

Alice Forbes married Burley Hainstock in 1908. They 
farmed at Carnduff, Sask. where Evelyn (1909), Blanche 
(1922) and Gordon (1913) were born. They moved back 
to the Glenora district where Goodwin (1917) joined the 
family. 

Anna married Duncan McLennan and settled on the 
original McLennan farm at Greenway. They had two 
sons, Orrin (1921) and Alex (1924). 

In 1928, Alex captured Mary Thompson who was 
teaching school at Wolseley. They had four sons; George 
(1928), Murray (1930), Curtis (1933) and Ross (1937). 
Alex farmed the original Forbes homestead, S 27-4-13. 

Nancy married Russel Todd. They had one daughter 
who died at an early age. After a short stint at farming, 
Nancy and Russel moved to Fort Bragg, California, 
where Russel was employed. 

Horace married Maggie McLennan January, 1919, at 
Cypress River. Their son, John Orran, was born May 23, 
1921, on the farm. Nurse Robinson was attending and 
administered the first slap. 

Horace and Maggie farmed with Alex until 1927, when 
Horace moved the family to Summerland, B.C. His 
"Uncle Bob" (Robert English) had settled there. He 
arranged contacts for Horace to work in the fruit or
chards. They stayed at Summerland until the fall of 1931. 
Horace worked in the orchards, on a dairy, processing 
and delivering milk and finally in the Summerland Post 
Office, where he drove a rural route in the mornings and 
attended the wicket in the afternoon. Maggie also worked 
in the orchards, then at grading fruit in the packing plant. 
John attended school at West Summerland, travelling by 



school van. He learned to swim in the Okanagan Lake, 
actually saw the Ogopogo and remembers the year they 
dumped all the apples from the packing houses into the 
lake when there was no sale for them. 

Horace, Maggie and John came to Manitoba in 1929, 
for a Forbes family reunion. In the fall of 1931, Horace 
sent Maggie and John back to Greenway to the farm. 
Travel by train was fun and exciting. Maggie packed 
provisions and the ladies shared food as they cooked in 
the colonist car. Horace owned a half-ton Ford car which 
he loaded up and drove back to Greenway, coming 
through the Rockies on the southern route, Osoyoos to 
Nelson and the Crowsnest Pass area. They took over the 
farm, E 22-4-13 and farmed until the fall of 1945, when 
the farm was sold to William Orr. Maggie and Horace 
retired to Baldur. Horace worked in various stores, 
finally to become the manager of the Baldur Co-op where 
he enjoyed meeting the public. Maggie kept boarders; 
school teachers on the farm and high school kids in town. 
Horace and Maggie were good church supporters. 
Horace was president of the Greenway Fair Board for a 
number of years. He was a good farmer. Horace died 
March, 1953, Maggie in April, 1973. 

John Orran Forbes drove his first load of grain to the 
Greenway elevator during the 1924 harvest when he was 
three years old (the horse knew where they were going). 
Horace received a lecture from Maggie for that venture. 
John started school at Excelsior in the spring of 1927, 
then returned to Excelsior in 1931, where he completed 
grades V to IX. It was an experience, to change from 
individual class rooms at Summerland to the one-room 
school at Excelsior. Fortunately, there were only five 
pupils for the first year or two - Cecil French, Ruth 
Gerolamy, Lucien and Joe Major were the other four. 
Miss Roberts and Miss Lois Tisdale were the successive 
teachers. John completed grade X at Baldur High School 
in 1937, took a year off to farm with his father, then 
completed high school grade XII in 1939. Hon. I van 
Schultz requested John's services as a teacher at Ingleside 
School near Oakville, grades I to X, in the year 1940-
1941. He attended normal school in Winnipeg, receiving 
his teacher's certificate in 1942. He joined the R.C.A.F. 
and graduated as a pilot in November, 1944. John 
married Gwendolyn Elsie Campbell of Bethany, Man. on 
Aug. 4, 1945. He entered the Faculty of Agriculture, 
University of Manitoba the same fall, graduating at 
spring convocation, 1949, with a Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture. He had worked as assistant agricultural 
representative in the Dauphin district during the summers 
of 1947 and 1948. In 1949, he was appointed the 
agricultural representative for Swan River, covering all of 
the valley and north to Flin Flon. In 1957, John was 
appointed chief of the Weed Control Section, Manitoba 
Department of Agriculture and held that post until 1979, 
when he was invited by the Canadian International 
Development Agency to work on a dryland production 
program in India, stationed at Hyderbad, for one year. 
He is presently co-ordinating a study to determine the 
land still available in Manitoba that can be developed for 
agricultural production. John and Gwen have five sons: 
William Neil, Barrie Campbell, Blake John, Brian 
Ronald, and Bruce Grant. 

WILLIAM FOWLER F AMIL Y 
"Conquering, holding, daring, venturing 

as they go the unknown ways. 
Pioneers! Oh, Pioneers!" 

William Oliver Fowler was born at Dandy Wiske, 
Yorkshire in 1839, the son of Francis Fowler and 
Charlotte Ann Jewett. The family immigrated to Canada 
in 1840, and settled in Ontario at Harpurhey, now 
Seaforth. In 1860, William married Helen Oliver. He 
moved to Wingham in 1876, where he built a grist mill 
and the first cheese factory. 

Allured by the adventure and opportunity of the 
Canadian West, in 1874, William made his first trip 
travelling by St. Paul and the Red River to old Fort 
Garry. With horses, cart, and guide, he made his way to 
Prince Albert for a signature to a piece of property. 
William's second trip was in 1879, when he invested in 
400 acres of land in the Woodhaven, St. James area. 
After the death of Helen, he brought his family West in 
1881, and took up land in the Chesley district of the 
Municipality of Oakland, near the junction of the 
Assiniboine and Souris Rivers. Here, he farmed and was 
a councillor. 

William and Katherine. 

In 1886, William married Kate Calder of Wingham, 
Ont. They came to Baldur in 1891, William was a major 
shareholder in the Manitoba Elevator Company. In that 
year, he built some small buildings on Elizabeth Street, 
west of Second Street, which were used for a flour and 

,feed shop and a bakery. In 1893, he built a two-storey 
brick building in the same area. His house, made of "St. 
Boniface brick", was erected in 1898-1899. Over the 
years this building housed the post office, a bicycle shop, 
a third schoolroom on the second floor, the LO.O.F. 
hall, a bakery, to name a few tenants. This home is still 
occupied by the third generation of the family. 

William was active in the community. A strong ad
vocate of advanced education, he served for 10 years as 
secretary-treasurer of the Simpson School District. He 
promoted the building of the Presbyterian Church and 
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became superintendent of the Sunday School. William 
was postmaster from 1897-1904. They had . four 
daughters and three sons: Frank, Agnes Scott, Charlotte 
Ann, Mary Louise, Alexander Scott, William Oliver Jr., 
and Dora Ellen. 

Poor health brought early retirement and in 1905, 
William and Kate moved to Vancouver where he died on 
March 13, 1906, at the age of 67. 

Frank was born in 1897, and died in 1903. He was head 
of the Grain Exchange Clearing House for 40 years. He 
was councillor for Ward II and Mayor of Winnipeg. 

Agnes married Charles A. Walkinshaw of Boissevain. 
Charlotte married A. Brown of Elgin. 
Mary married S. Miller of California. 
Alexander was in the post office and in business. 
William was a rancher at Maple Creek. 
Dora married S. Wallace of Fernie, B.C. 

ALEX AND MARGARET FOWLER 
FAMILY 

Margaret and Alexander. 

Alexander (Sandy) was born in Seaforth, Ont. in 1868. 
In 1881, Alex, with his father, W.O. Fowler and family, 
came west and farmed in the Chesley district of Oakland 
Municipality. The Assessment Roll of 1886, lists 
Alexander Fowler "18 years, E 27-7-18, 300 acres under 
cultivation, single, Church of England, one cow, three 
young cattle, seven pigs" . 

It was during this period that Sandy and his brother-in
law shared in one of the many hazards of pioneering. 
They set off for Waskada, to buy seed and were en
veloped in a blinding blizzard. All contact with roads was 
lost, but eventually, they discovered a small shack and 
nearby, a snow-covered tumble-down shed. In these, men 
and horses holed-in for the two day blizzard. The anxious 
family greeted them joyfully on their return. 

Various stores and offices sprang up in the 
Municipality of Argyle, with the coming of the railway in 
1889, and in the fall of 1891, Alex Fowler came to Baldur 
to operate the newly-built Manitoba Elevator of which 
Company his father was president. When the Farmers' 
Elevator Company was formed in 1903, the Manitoba 
Elevator was discontinued the following year. 
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In 1895, Alex married Margaret, daughter of George 
William Playfair. They were married in the new farm 
home at Otenaw, (the home of Irene and Hugh Playfair,) 
by the Rev. J.H.L. Joslyn. Their first home was above 
the saddlery shop, which Alex had bought from C.W. 
Watson, later Cox's store. 

In 1899, he built the Fowler block, to which the sad
dlery business was moved. Mr. G.W. Brisbin was 
assistant then, and many years later, harness-making and 
repairs were taken over by Arni Bjornson. Arni was in 
charge for 50 years, and during that time the "back 
shop" became an informal meeting place for customers 
and friends to discuss the affairs of the day. The second 
home was now above the store. The post office was 
relocated in the store in 1904, when Alex took it over 
from his father. In 1933, he built a new post office on 
Second Street. 

Alex actively participated in the development of the 
Baldur community. He was elected secretary-treasurer of 
the new school, built in 1905, a service he enjoyed for 24 
years. When the ratepayers met to elect the first council 
in March, 1906, he was elected a member. He was also on 
the board of the first skating rink, built south of the 
track, in 1899. He was a shareholder and director of the 
1914 rink. Alex was postmaster for 43 years. 

Alex was a keen sportsman. He played first base for 
the original Baldur baseball team, and latterly his interest 
was centered in golf. Asked where he practised, he replied 
"at the tournaments". He was honoured by a life 
membership in the Manitoba Curling Association and at 
that time he had attended 44 consecutive Winnipeg 
bonspiels. In 1909, he was a member of the first 
Canadian curling team to curl in Scotland. Hunting was 
always a high point of the year. His garden was an ab
sorbing life interest. 

The family regularly attended and supported the 
Presbyterian Church and later the United Church. 
Margaret, loyal to her church, and like Dorcas, was a 
woman of good works and kind deeds. Essentially home
centered, she cared for her family. 

Frank, Murray and Ralph. 

Of their marriage were born five daughters and five 
sons: Murray, Florence, Dora, Ralph, Jessie, Bill, 
Margaret, Catherine, Frank and George. Margaret died 



Back Row: Dr. C. W. Watson, Jr., Cathy Fillmore, Vivian, George, 
George Brisbin. Middle Row: Catherine, Florence, Dora. Front Row: 
Bill, Jessie. 

on Sept. 29, 1930, and Alex died on March 1, 1950, at the 
age of 84. 

Alexander Murray attended Baldur School and roamed 
the countryside. His grade IX science notebook became 
the model for each sister in turn. At 18 years, he in
terrupted his arts course to enlist with the Royal 
Canadian Artillery in WW I. After four years of active 
service, he returned to the University of Manitoba, where 
he received degrees in arts and in electrical engineering. 
Holidays were always spent in Baldur, where he sprayed 
the trees, helped build sidewalks and went threshing. He 
joined Imperial Oil in Toronto and married Jessie Irving. 
Their children are Scott and Anne. 

Florence Ferguson graduated from the Winnipeg 
Normal School and taught the primary room of the 
Baldur School. The Easter beginners (1917) swelled the 
enrollment making it necessary to open a fourth room. 
Later, she studied related art at the University of 
Wisconsin, and joined the Winnipeg teaching staff. 

Dora Helen received degrees in arts and in education 
from the University of Manitoba, and became a member 
of the Winnipeg teaching staff. While on Teachers' 
Exchange to London 1939-1942, she helped evacuate 
London school children. In London, her voluntary 
service was with the Canadian Red Cross, the Canadian 
Officers' Club and the Beaver Club. 

William Ralph graduated from Baldur High School. 
An early fisherman (pre-schooler), his make-believe 
reading from the Gazette was overheard: "Master Ralph 
caught only one fish - It was a whale." His love for 
outdoors probably stemmed from collecting gophers' 
tails and trapping during school days. Ralph joined the 
Royal Bank and was transferred to Montreal where he 
played hockey for the Montreal Maroons. Later, he 
joined Canada Sand Paper, Hamilton, Ont. He married 
Edythe Garlick; their children are Margaret and John. 

Jessie Edith attended United College and graduated 
from the Winnipeg General Hospital Nursing School. 
She joined the staffs of the Ninette and St. Catherine 
Sanitoriums. Returning to Winnipeg, she did voluntary 
work at the Blood Bank and later, worked at the Medical 
Arts. 

Margaret Playfair completed Baldur School and 
graduated from a two-year diploma program in home 
economics at the University of Manitoba. She returned 
home to be with her father, and eventually worked in the 
post office. She married Otto Skardal, and their 
daughter, Sandra (Mrs. John Rigaux) lives in Thompson, 
where she teaches school. 

William Chown (Bill), unmarried and associated with 
his father's interests, resides in the Fowler home. He 
served with the R.C.A.F. (Neepawa) during WW II. 
Community-minded, he has an extensive knowledge and 
interest in the early settlers and their homes. He enjoys 
collecting antiques. 

Catharine Elizabeth entered arts at the University of 
Manitoba. She married Charles W. Fillmore, member of 
the law firm Fillmore and Riley. Their children are 
Charlotte (Mrs. Robert Fleischaker), Catharine and 
Parker. They live in Winnipeg. 

Frank Oliver attended the University of Manitoba and 
McGill where he graduated in chemical engineering. He 
joined Canadian International Pulp and Paper, and in 
Montreal he was elected vice-president and a director. He 
retired from I.P.P. in Mobile, Alabama. He conducted 
Mobile's United Way and serves as a board member of 
his church. He married Virginia Warfield; their children 
are John and Lynn. 

George Raymond (see the George Fowler family). 
Of the family, Dora, Jessie, Bill and Frank are still 

living. 

GEORGE AND VIVIAN FOWLER FAMILY 

George 

George Raymond was born in Baldur on May 10, 1919. 
He completed his grades in the Baldur School and in 
1942, graduated in arts from United College. He 
proceeded overseas with the Royal Canadian Artillery in 
1943. He was ordered to the Italian front with the 4th 
Canadian Anti-Tank Regiment, and was twice mentioned 
in dispatches for "gallant and distinguished service". 
George was awarded the Military Cross and promoted to 
Captain. He later served in Holland. 

In 1946, George returned to Canada and joined his 
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Sandy, Vivian and Janet, Doris in/rant. 

father in business. He married Vivian Janet Beamish, of 
Shoal Lake, and they lived above the store. In 1947, he 
took over the post office. George soon became involved 
in the community. He shared in the effort to retain the 
high school in Baldur and was a trustee. He was a 
member of the Town Board, the United Church 
Stewards, the Rock Lake Planning Commission and the 
Baldur branch of the Legion. His humanitarian concern 
was always evident. 

George possessed a great zeal for living and his in
terests extended from hunting, sports and gardening to 
the Baldur Drama Club where he performed with en
thusiasm. "Laws a massa" (Lord have mercy) became his 
often-heard exclamation, a legacy from the Minstrel 
Shows. For the children's birthdays, he wrote poetry. 
Best of all was the great outdoors and, with Vivian and 
the family, many tenting trips were made to the north and 
across the country from coast to coast. 

Vivian was active in many of the community 
organizations. She was leader of the C.G.I.T. of the 
United Church. As the children advanced through 
school, she was supportive of all their activities and 
became a trustee of the Tiger Hills School Division. 
Among her interests were the school library, handicrafts 
and gardening. 

George died in November, 1977, in his 59th year. 
George and Vivian's children are: Janet, Sandy and 

Doris. 
Janet, after Baldur schooling, graduated with a 

Bachelor of Education from the University of Manitoba. 
She is a member of the Winnipeg teaching staff. 

Alexander Robert (Sandy) completed Baldur School 
and received degrees in arts and a Master of Business 
Administration. He joined Martens Builders Ltd. and 
married Judy Malcolmson in April, 1981. 

Doris, after Baldur School, graduated with a degree in 
commerce from the University of Manitoba, and is 
working in Winnipeg, where she and all the family reside. 
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MARCEL AND SHIRLEY 
FRANSOO FAMILY 

Marcel Fransoo was born at Swan Lake, Man. on Aug. 
19, 1928. He married Shirley Adams of Swan Lake on 
May 24, 1954. They moved to Baldur in August of 1960, 
when they bought the Baldur Trading Store. Marcel has 
operated it since then. 

They have three daughters. 
Bonita married Roger Bessette; Deborah married 

Douglas McLennan, all now living in Winnipeg; and 
Jennifer is at home. 

They have one grandson, Michael Bessette of Win
nipeg. 

FRIDBJORN FREDERICKSON FAMILY 

Sigridur and Fridbjorn with son, Felix. 

Fridbjorn was born on Holi and Melrakkaslettu in 
1859. He travelled a lot over the northeastern part of 
Iceland as a mailman, riding a pony over mountain trails 
and fast rivers. He was a full-grown man of 20 years 
when he went west across the Atlantic Ocean, the summer 
of 1879. 

He went straight to New Iceland (Gimli), where the 
Icelandic colony was already formed and started to work 
for Sigtrygg Jonasson (who had a store at Gimli) and 
Fridjon, his brother, for the first winter. Fridbjorn went 
north along the shores of the lake in a steam boat with 
groceries and clothing to sell to the Indian people as far 
north as Norway House when the Indians received their 
treaty money. On their return, they picked up fish and 
cordwood from bush camps and fishing posts. 

Fridbjorn was one of the first five Icelanders that 



discovered and filed homestead land claim in the 
Municipality of Argyle, in 1880. 

Fridbjorn and Haldor Arnason walked all the way 
from New Iceland with a herd of cattle to Pilot Mound. 
They walked along with three other men, namely: 
Sigurdur Christopherson, Krist jan Jonsson and Skafti 
Arason, all through the Argyle settlement to choose a 
community colony for the Icelanders. 

Fridbjorn found it tough going on the farm those early 
years. He lost his house and practically all its contents in 
a fire. He had other set-backs. He was a good figurehead 
and a hard worker and soon was back into comfortable 
keepings. 

Fridbjorn married Sigridur Jonsdottir, who was born 
Dec. 1, 1862 at Eidum, Iceland. She was an exceptional 
housewife and mother and was one of the leaders· in 
community church work and public welfare. She died 
from the Spanish flu, Nov. 30, 1918. 

Fridbjorn then married Gudrun Sveinson from 
Winnipeg, a widow of Stefan Sveinson. 

Fridbjorn and Sigridur had five boys and one girl. 
Felix married Sigrun Haflidadottir and lives III Ed

monton. 
Jon Wilbert married Edna Wilton and lives in Ed

monton. 
Carl married Ada Graham and lives in Govan, Sask. 
Frederick married Thora Sigurdson and lives in 

Glenboro. 
Ida Emilia married Roy Graham and lives on a farm at 

Govan, Sask. 
Rurick is not married and lives in Vancouver. 
Fridbjorn was like his other three brothers - medium 

height, well-built, smart on foot and had shrewd 
foresight. He was friendly to call on, like his family, but 
firm in his convictions. He acted on the Argyle Municipal 
Board and was the land assessor for many years. He was 
commended on his good penmanship and clean-cut 
bookkeeping. He farmed for 30 years, then moved to 
Glenboro and later moved to Winnipeg, where he built 
and sold houses. He moved to Glenboro after his second 
wife died. 

OLGEIR AND BORGA FREDERICKSON 
FAMILY 

Olgeir and Vi/borg's Golden Wedding Anniversary, 1936. Standing: 
Albert, Arman, Olga, Marino, Tom. Seated: Hilla, Svava, Olgeir, 
Vi/borg, Addie, Ruby. 

During the 1860's, the small island of Iceland suffered 
from severe volcanic eruptions in addition to many other 
hardships and as a result, in 1870, immigration to North 
America began. During the next few years, small groups 
of Icelandic people settled in Nova Scotia, Ontario and in 
the United States. Large groups arrived in the late 1870's 
and these people were granted land and were assisted to 
settle along Lake Winnipeg, in the Gimli area. 

In 1879, one member of the group was 16-year-old 
Olgeir Frederickson, who was born on Jan. 26, 1863, in 
Sjavorlandi in Thistilfird, Iceland. His father, three 
brothers and one sister also came to Canada and all but 
one lived and worked for many years in the Glenboro 
district. 

Olgeir spent a short time in the Gimli settlement, but 
moved to Winnipeg, working at various occupations 
including: working on the railroad and with a cattle 
driver, driving cattle for long distances to settled areas. In 
1881, Olgeir took homestead property four miles south of 
what became the village of Glenboro and there he built a 
log cabin and acquired the bare necessities to start a 
farming operation. However, in 1886, a prairie fire swept 
through the district and he lost everything. On Dec. 12, 
1886, he married Vilborg Jonsdottir. During that winter 
they lived with his brother Fridjon Frederickson and his 
family who operated a general store in a building where 
the Glenboro Village Office now stands. 

Vilborg (Borga) Frederickson was born Aug. 22, 1868, 
in Stora-Bakka in Nordur Mulasysla, Iceland and came 
to Gimli in 1876 with her widowed mother and sister. 
Although Borga and her sister Jonina were only seven 
and eight years old, they went to work for their board 
with English-speaking families, looking after children 
and doing household chores. At that time Borga wasn't 
allowed to sleep in the house with the family but had to 
stay in a shed adjacent to the house. She was frightened 
of the dark and used to cry herself to sleep each night. 
When she was 12 years of age her mother remarried and 
moved out to the Argyle district. Borga's mother married 
Helgi Thorsteinson and they lived on the farm where Joe 
Christopherson lives. Borga, however, kept working and 
learning the English language. 

In 1887, Olgeir and Borga moved to their homestead, 
building a two-storey log house. The first years were 
difficult ones with no railroad nearer than Carberry or 
Brandon. They had to haul their grain by sleigh and oxen 
all that distance, until the railway came through Glen
boro. Three or four often used to travel together, as the 
trip took several days and they were often cold and 
hungry. They lived in the log house until 1906, when a 
large timber house was built. 

Olgeir was chairman of the Grund Church Board for 
25 years and served as councillor for 15 years. He took a 
keen and unselfish interest in all matters of public welfare 
in the community. 

Borga was an ardent worker in the church and Ladies' 
Aid for 70 years and was an honourary member of the 
Aid. Although it was a full-time job bringing up nine 
children and running the household, she was never too 
tired or too busy to go to the neighbour's to assist in the 
delivery of a new baby, to help in time of illness or to 
comfort at the time of death. She did a great deal of 
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needlecraft and crocheting until her eyesight became 
impaired. Their home was a model one where hospitality 
reigned. 

In 1919, they sold their farm to their son-in-law, Bjorn 
S. Johnson, and they retired to Glenboro until 1924, 
when they moved to Winnipeg. They celebrated their 
golden wedding in 1936. Olgeir worked for the 
"Manitoba Home for the Deaf" for several years and 
passed away in 1938. Borga continued to live in Winnipeg 
until 1956, when she moved to Glenboro to live with her 
family. She died in Winnipeg in 1960 at 92 years of age. 

They had eleven children. 
Svava was born in 1888, and she married T.E. 

Thorsteinson in 1912. They had four children: Olgeir, 
Stephen Theodore (Ted), Norman and Hildur Gladys. 

Jonina Thorhildur (Hilla) was born in 1890. She 
married Bjorn S. Johnson in 1915. They had two 
children: Ellen Soffia and Margaret. 

Olga Emily was born in 1891. She married Oli S. 
Arason in 1912. They had two children: Esther and 
Skapti. Olga Emily died in 1976. 

Frederick Albert was born in 1893. He married Ethel 
Wilton in 1915. They had three children: Sylvia, Arman 
and Elvine. 

Ruby Lillian was born in 1895 and died in 1907. 
Arman was born in 1897. He married Gudrun Storm in 

1924. He died in 1976. 
Aurora (Addie) was born in 1899. She married August 

Arason in 1920. They had four children: Emily, Herman, 
Alice and Lillian. Addie died in 1961. 

Frithjon Thomas (Tom) was born in 1901. He married 
Olivia (Dal) Dalgleish in 1928. They had one child, 
Marguerite. Tom died in 1976. 

Otto Valdiman was born in 1904 and died in 1905. 
Haldor Marino was born in 1906. He married 

Margaret Oleson in 1936. They had three children: 
George Marino, Kenneth and Carol Ann. 

Ruby was born in 1909. She married Stephen Clones in 
1951. They had one child, Stephanie. 

PAUL AND GUDNY 
FREDERICKSON FAMILY 

Paul, the son of Fridfinnur and Halldora Fridfinnson, 
was born in Thorvaldstodum Breidal, Iceland. His family 
came to Canada in 1876, and lived for some time in New 
Iceland (the Gimli area) before moving to Winnipeg. 
While Paul was working in Winnipeg as a carpenter he 
met and married Gudny Olafson. 

Gudny, daughter of Jon and Helga (Jonasdottir) 
Olafson, was born in 1864, at Hallbjarnarstodum in 
Horgardal in Eyjafjardarsyslu, Iceland. Her parents 
arrived in Canada in 1879, lived in Sandy Bar for two 
years, Winnipeg another two years and finally settled in 
the Argyle district in 1884. 

After Paul and Gudny's marriage, they homesteaded 
in the southern part of Argyle and lived there for 40 
years. Paul was an expert carpenter, who was well 
respected in the community as well as being a kind and 
loving family man. Gudny was very active in local af-
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fairs. She taught Sunday School in the Grund and Bru 
Churches for 40 years and was secretary of the Bru 
Ladies' Aid for many years. They retired to Baldur, 
where Paul died in January, 1932. Gudny died at Betel in 
Gimli, May, 1942. Both are buried in Bru Cemetery. 

Paul and Gudny had two sons, Jon and Victor. Jon, 
born in 1884, married Thorbjorg (Tubba), daughter of 
Krist jan (C.B.) and Thordis Jonsson, in 1917, in the Bru 
Church. Jon farmed and was a cabinet maker, as well as 
taking part in local musical activities. John and Tubba 
lived in Saskatchewan for several years where he 
managed a lumber yard. They had four children: Albert 
of Kelowna, B.C.; Margaret of Vancouver, B.C.; Paul of 
Langley, B.C.; and an infant son who died in Saskat
chewan. John and Tubba retired in Vancouver, B.C., 
and have both passed away. They are buried in Bru 
Cemetery. 

Victor, born in 1885, was very active in sports and 
music. For many years he played the violin for local 
dances, accompanied by Fjola and Lil Oliver. After 
serving in WWI, he returned to Bru where he worked as a 
carpenter. Victor married Johanna (Josie), daughter of 
Paul and Gudny (Johnson) Anderson of Bru, in 1925. 
Shortly after their marriage in Bru they moved to 
Fairlight, Sask., and later to Wawota, Sask., where he 
managed a lumber yard. They had two children; Baldwin 
(Buddy), who died at the age of six in Wawota, Sask., 
and Gwen, now living in Sherman, Texas, U.S.A. During 
the depression they moved to Winnipeg where Victor 
worked for a lumber company for 35 years. He passed 
away in Winnipeg in July of 1981. Josie lives in Win
nipeg. 

SIMUNDUR AND V ALGERDUR 
FREDERICKSON FAMILY 

Simundur with sons, Chris, Walter, Byron, Valgerdur on right. 

Thorgeir and Valgerdur Johnson with their young son 
Sam, a boy of seven, decided to come to Canada. 
Thorgeir had made an organ and sold it for quite a sum 
of money before they left Iceland for Canada. Thorgeir's 
very good friend, Simundur Fridrikson decided to come 
to Canada with them. 



They arrived in Winnipeg, where they bought a 
rooming house. They did very well until Thorgeir con
tracted a rare disease and died. 

Simundur and Valgerdur then had Einar and Markus 
Jonsson witness their marriage on Sept. 14, 1885. Rev. 
Jon Bjarnason of First Icelandic Lutheran Church in 
Winnipeg performed the ceremony. 

They moved to Baldur to homestead NW 20-5-14. 
Simundur had his surname changed to Frederickson. 
Simundur and Valgerdur had four sons: Chris, Byron, 
Walter and Carl. 

Simundur worked on a construction job in the United 
States. While there he became ill and died in 1892, at the 
early age of 29 years. Valgerdur, with her five young 
sons, was forced to move from the homestead into 
Baldur. She moved to a place south of the tracks where 
she looked after her family and did knitting and sewing 
for a living. 

Valgerdur suffered a fall, after which she took 
pneumonia and pleurisy, which were the cause of her 
death on Feb. 23, 1907. She died at her home at the age of 
54 years. 

Sam, her oldest son, was a great hockey player. The 
team he played with was known as "The Unbeatable 
Hockey Team." Sam was a photographer and an elec
trician in Vancouver, B.C. He never married. He died 
June 23, 1954, at 76 years of age. 

Chris Frederickson married Beatrice Bannerman on 
March 31,1909. (See Chris Frederickson History). 

Byron and Amy on their wedding day. 

Byron was born to Simundur and Valgerdur 
Frederickson. He worked for the Manitoba Telephone 
System. He married Amy Bond and they moved from 
Baldur to Weyburn, Sask. where Byron worked for the 
Telephone Company. They had three sons: George, 
Aubrey and Carl (known as Jim). 

Walter Frederickson was born in the Municipality of 
Argyle on Dec. 26, 1890. He was the third son of 
Simundur and Valgerdur Frederickson. Walter enlisted in 
WWI, trained at Val Cartier, Quebec, and arrived in 
France in 1916. He received a serious head wound when 

fighting at Ypres, and was hospitalized. Upon his return 
to Canada he took a position as printer in Weyburn, 
Sask. He married Nora Yobb and they had one son 
Richard. Walter passed away May 3, 1949, and Nora 
moved to Saskatoon. 

Carl was the youngest son of Simundur and Valgerdur 
Frederickson and was born in Baldur. Carl enlisted and 
trained in Canada. He arrived in France in 1916. On his 
return to Canada, he took up residence at Notch Hill, 
B.C., where he was a railroad engineer for the Canadian 
Pacific. On April 28, 1920, he married Anne Winters. 
They had five children: Jack, Alice, Marg, Fred, and 
Barry. 

CHRIS FREDERICKSON FAMILY 

Elsey, Murray, Chris, Viola, Minnie and Margaret, on Chris and 
Minnie's 50th wedding anniversary. 

Chris Frederickson worked for Mr. P.F. Curtis in the 
store and he helped Mrs. Curtis in their home until he was 
17. He then went farming on a farm near Neelin, owned 
by Mr. W. Stark. 

He married Beatrice Bannerman on March 31, 1909. 
They moved from Neelin to the Rosehill district to a farm 
owned by Mr. George Cramer. Two daughters were born 
to them, Viola and Margaret (Maggie). Chris's wife, 
Beatrice, died on Oct. 26, 1914. 

Chris married Beatrice's sister, Mary Margaret 
(Minnie) Bannerman on Nov. 8, 1916. They moved to 
Baldur in 1921, where Chris worked as a carpenter. Here 
two children were born, a son, Murray and a daughter, 
Elsey. Chris continued working as a carpenter until he 
had to retire on account of his health. Minnie spent some 
time in the Baldur Hospital until she died on Feb. 8, 
1972. Chris died 12 day later on Feb. 20, 1972. 

Viola, Chris's daughter by his first marriage, never 
married and lived with her ageing parents, doing 
everything she could for their comfort. She also looked 
after other ageing pensioners before they were 
hospitalized. She has done hairdressing for many years 
and has been a great help to her family. 

Margaret was the second daughter. (See Paddock 
History) 
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Murray, Joyce, Sharon, and Bryan. 

Murray married Joyce Smith of Belmont on Oct. 16, 
1951. They had a son Bryan, born Aug. 2, 1952. They 
lived in Baldur until 1956, when they moved to Brandon. 
On Dec. 31, 1956, a daughter, Sharon Joy was born to 
them. Murray had been a carpenter at Baldur and 
continued with this work in Brandon, Rivers, and Shilo, 
where he is presently employed. Bryan works for 
Autopac. He married Linda Carrick and they have two 
children, Kerri Leah Anne and Michael Bryan. Sharon is 
an accountant who worked in Brandon until 1980, when 
she moved to Edmonton, Alta., where she now works. 

Elsey and John on left. Debbie and Doug on right. 

Elsey married John Evans on March 4, 1972. They live 
on his farm eight miles north and west of Pilot Mound. 
John had two sons and three daughters by a previous 
marriage. Elsey had a daughter by a previous marriage, 
Debra Louise (Debbie) Yeo. Debbie married Doug 
Evans, son of George and Minnie Evans of Swan Lake on 
June 14,1975. They reside on a farm near Swan Lake. 

TRAUSTI AND ASA FREDERICKSON 
FAMILY 

Trausti was a brother of William Tryggvi Frederickson 
and was the youngest of 15 children. Trausti and Asa 
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Asgrimsdottir came to Baldur from Iceland in 1922. 
Trausti worked on the C.N .R. and also did general 
labour. They had three children: Tryggvi, Sigurlaug 
(Lauga), and Thorbjorg (Thora). 

Tryggvi was born in 1903. He married Svava Oddson 
of Winnipeg and moved to Vancouver. Tryggvi was a 
painter and paper hanger. They had four children. 
Tryggvi passed away in 1962. 

Sigurlaug (Lauga) worked for Eaton's in Winnipeg. 
She married Einar Ravatn, a police officer, in Winnipeg. 
They had one child, Ingrid Solveig. Lauga died in 1945. 

Thorbjorg (Thora) was born in 1917, and took her 
schooling at Baldur. She went to Winnipeg, where she 
became an R.N. and married Donald McDonald, a police 
officer. They live in Winnipeg and have four children: 
Heather, Sharon, Donna and Bruce. 

Trausti and Asa sold their home and lot and moved to 
Winnipeg in 1949. Trausti passed away in 1962, and Asa 
died in 1969, in Winnipeg. 

TRYGGVI AND SIGRIDUR 
FREDERICKSON F AMIL Y 

William Tryggvi was born at Ljosavatn, Iceland, in 
1850, the eldest of a family of 15. In 1874, he married 
Sigridur Thorleifsdottir born at Hofda in 1846. They 
lived in Iceland for nine years, where they had three 
children: William, Paul and Walter. They came to 
Canada in July, 1883, and homesteaded NW 6-6-13. 
Tryggvi worked in Stockton in 1885, for Andrew Ash
down. They erected a log house 26 x 14, valued at $80.00 
and small stable. They fenced in 28 acres, valued at 
$30.00. The hardships were many for the early settlers: 
breaking the land with oxen; cutting hay with a scythe; 
enduring cold winters and fighting the prairie fires of 
1887, in which Tryggvi lost his stable and hay. While 
living in Canada they had three more children, all born in 
Argyle: Ashdown, Johannes (Joe) and Carolina. They 
got their schooling at Hola School. 

Paul, William (Seated), Walter, and Ashdown. 

William. (see William Frederickson). 
Paul married Elisa Bjornson, sister of Gudrun. (see 

Paul and Elisa Frederickson). 



Walter married Margaret Dalman in 1911. (See Walter 
and Margaret Frederickson). 

Ashdown never married. He worked at farm work for 
many years and moved to Selkirk where he later died. 

Johannes (Joe), born in 1896, was a painter and paper 
hanger. Helga Dalman, born in 1892, sister of Margaret, 
married Joe in 1908. They lived in Baldur, then moved to 
Vancouver. They had four children: Paul, Shirley, Viola, 
Caroline. Paul received his schooling in Baldur and 
Winnipeg. He was a lightweight boxing champion. He 
worked for the C.N.R. He married Carrie Muriel Pearen 
in 1931, and they had seven children: Reginald, Norman, 
Marlene, Carolyn, Herbert, Pauline and Muriel. Paul 
died in 1977, Muriel in 1954. Shirley, born in 1911, 
married Walter Wedley in 1931. Walter was born 1907. 
They had six children: Arthur, Donald, Kenneth, Lorne, 
Carol and Donna. Viola, born in 1913, married Al 
Markle who was born in 1910. They had two children: 
Helga (Peggy) and Doris. Viola died in 1974. Caroline, 
born in 1916, married Perry Whitesell in 1933. They had 
six children: Delois, Willoughby, Dallas, Wanda, Joey 
and Jerry. Joe died in 1964, and Helga in 1955. 

Carolina, born in 1892, lived in Argyle. She married 
Albert (Bert) Dalzell. They had one daughter, Madeline. 
Carolina died in 1915. Albert died in 1974. Madeline 
married Jack McCurly. They live in Regina. They have 
two children: Brian and Sharon. 

Tryggvi and Sigridur lived with their son Walter for 
three years, and died while living at his home. Tryggvi 
died in November, 1929 and Sigridur in May, 1929. 

WILLIAM AND GUDRUN 
FREDERICKSON FAMILY 

AUGUST AND NORA FREDERICKSON 
FAMILY 

William (Bill) was born in Akureyri, Iceland in 1876. 
He came to Canada with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tryggvi Frederickson, his three brothers, Paul, Joe, 
Walter, and his one sister, Lena. 

August (son of Bill) remembers his father telling him 
that they were a while coming over by boat. The boys 
would sneak off and look around the ship. They found 
where the provisions were kept. They would get into the 
cookie barrel. One time one of them fell into the barrel 
and the other two had to help pull him out. That was the 
end of taking cookies. 

Bill and his family eventually ended up in Winnipeg. 
They had to decide whether to stay in Canada or go to a 
settlement in North Dakota. Being short of funds, they 
stayed in Manitoba and went by train to Carberry. Then 
they went on trek to the Grund district where they built a 
log home. 

Bill's father was a devout sheep farmer. One spring 
when Bill was a young man, he decided to sow some 
barley on a small area he had broken. When the barley 
was up and nice and green Bill's father turned the sheep 
in on the patch. He didn't want any grain on his farm! 

On March 23, 1905, Bill married Gudrun Bjornson, 
who was born on May 14, 1885 in Iceland. They lived in 
Baldur and Bill worked on the C.N.R. tracks. They had a 

son Bjorn, who died at about four months old. He is 
buried at Grund. They also had a daughter Paula, who 
passed away in 1977. 

Bill and Gudrun moved to Fairfax for a short time and 
then on to Swan Lake, where August was born on Aug. 
1, 1911. Later they moved to Neelin where they lived 
until the fall of 1918. They moved to a farm, 25-3-14, 
which was a quarter section 10 miles south of Baldur. 

In the spring of 1925, Waldemar (a son) was born. 
In 1945, August married Norah Boyle of Stonewall, 

who was teaching in Wigton at the time. August played in 
a small, old-time orchestra for many years. 

August took over his father's farm where Norah and 
he lived for 12 years (1945 to 1957) before moving to 
Stonewall. 

August and Norah had six children, four boys and two 
girls. 

Frank was born on July 1, 1946. He married Jacquie 
Bedard in September, 1880. They have three children, 
Aaron, Carmen and Erica. 

Brian was born on Jan. 25, 1948. He married 
Jacqueline Carter in 1967. They have two boys, Chris and 
Curtis. 

Bob was born on Sept. 5, 1953. He married Frances 
Barber in 1977. They have one boy, Kristinn. 

Donna was born on Oct. 9, 1954. She married Don 
Whitaker in 1979. They have two children, Vincent and 
Megan. 

Karen was born on Dec. 29, 1958. 
Darren was born on Dec. 15, 1967. 
August and Norah are retired and reside in Stonewall. 

PAUL AND ELLA FREDERICKSON'S 
FAMILY 

Bjorn, Paul, Thelma, Ella holding Ellen, and William in 1910. 

Paul Frederickson was born in Kolgerdi 
Thingeyjarsyslu, Iceland. He came to Canada with his 
parents at about seven or eight years of age. 

Paul's father was Vilhjalmur (Tryggvi) Frederickson, 
his mother was Sigridur Thorleif's daughter Olafssonar. 

Tryggvi and Sigridur came to the Municipality of 
Argyle with a group of Icelanders. The date is not cer
tain, but Tryggvi's naturalization certificate was issued in 
1881 and he was granted a homestead in 1883, in the Hola 
district north of Baldur. They had a family of three sons, 
Vilhjalmur, Paul and Walter, born in Iceland. Three 
more children, Ashdown, Johann and Carolyna, were 
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born in Canada. 
It is known their first years as immigrants were fraught 

with hardships and difficulties but they never told their 
grandchildren about those days. 

They worked hard along with the others to help build a 
new community. Sigridur belonged to the first Ladies' 
Aid in the church at Grund. Sigridur laughingly men
tioned the fact that they spent a whole winter in a tiny 
house without hinges on the only door. In the spring, 
Tryggvi and some neighbours walked to Brandon to buy 
supplies, carrying them on their backs all the way back 
home and having to sleep out-of-doors. It took them 
almost a week to make the return trip. 

When Paul was old enough he, too, became a farmer in 
the Hola district. He married Elisa (Ella) Bjornson. She 
was the daughter of Bjorn Bjornson from Haga Adal 
Reykjadahl, Iceland, and Sigridur Benedict's daughter. 

To Paul and Ella, while on the farm in Hola, were born 
two sons, Sigurbjorn and William, and two daughters, 
Thelma and Ellen Gudrun. When Ellen was three weeks 
old, 1910, Paul and Ella sold their farm and bought two 
lots in Baldur. In 1914, with the help of Grandfather 
Bjornson, Paul built a nice two-storey house. There, 
Ingibjorg was born, 1914, and Eunice, in 1918. In 1922, 
a welcome addition to the family was 14-month old 
Murray (Dalzell) Frederickson and his brother Lloyd. 
Lloyd lived with Paul and Ella until he was school age, 
then he went to live with Grandmother Bjornsson and 
Uncle Arni Bjornson in Baldur. 

In Baldur Paul worked at every and any job available. 
He was a versatile man and capable of working at jobs 
needing knowledge of machinery, carpentry, painting 
and decorating. 

For several years he worked for the late Krist jan 
Johnson, assembling John Deere implements in the 
spring. In the fall he became a thresher for he owned a 
big threshing machine, powered by steam and he threshed 
for many farmers in the Baldur area and sometimes as far 
west as Belmont. Many men came from all over, even 
from the U.S.A. to work in the threshing gangs in those 
days. 

Paul and his brother Walter owned a cement mixer and 
many foundations and chimneys were built by them. 
They paved some of the streets in Baldur, perhaps those 
sidewalks are still usable. 

Ella and Paul were faithful members of the Lutheran 
Church in Baldur. All the Fredericksons, as they became 
older, were members of the choir and young peoples' 
groups, taking parts in concerts and drama presentations. 

Ella was a hard-working member of the Ladies' Aid 
and their home was always open for meetings of any 
organization to which they belonged. 

Paul was one of the original members of the Argyle 
band along with his brother Walter. Paul and Ella's 
home was bursting at the seams with music, for Paul 
organized a small band of his own and most of the 
practices were held in his parlour. The names of the 
members were, in themselves, musical to the ears. Here 
they are: Halli! J onasson; Kalli! Thorsteinson; Palli! 
Frederickson; Valli! Frederickson; Villi! Frederickson at 
the piano and Bjorn at the drums. Later Dr. Arnold, the 
dentist, reorganized the band and encouraged younger 
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people to become involved. In the summers they had 
band concerts on Saturday nights on the main street of 
Baldur. They supplied the music for skating at the rink 
once a week in the winter. 

In 1924, the Frederickson family moved to the James 
Strang farm, three and three-quarter miles south of 
Baldur. It was a beautiful farm. They soon became 
members of the very friendly community of the Huff 
School district. They were a fortunate family when Paul 
ventured back into farming in that they had a very just 
and honourable landlord in Mr. Strang. It was there that 
they faced the "dirty thirties" drought, heat and crop 
failures. 

In 1938, Ella became very ill and was hospitalized in St. 
Boniface. Paul and his sons decided to sell what they 
owned and moved to Winnipeg. Ella passed away in 
1943. 

Now, over 60 years of age, Paul started a new life, job 
hunting. That took a little while and a lot of courage. 
One of the jobs he had was for the Winnipeg Parks 
Board. This led the way to a more permanent work 
situation and he was hired as a carpenter on the General 
Hospital maintenance staff. There he worked until he 
was 81 years old. Even then Paul felt he could get another 
job and be a useful person. He did get a job in con
struction but when Eunice saw her father working on the 
outside of a building, storeys above ground, she was able 
to convince him he should quit. 

So Paul Frederickson closed his carpenter's tool box, 
folded his overalls that he had worn with dignity and 
pride and slowly accepted retirement. A quiet, gentle man 
who lived to see his grandchildren grown up, he was able 
to entertain his great-grandchildren with his mouth 
organ. 

He passed away 10 days before his 92nd birthday in 
1969. 

Sigurbjorn completed his high school in Baldur and 
worked off and on for the Anderson Brothers. Most of 
his life was spent farming with his father. He was on his 
way to a new job on Lake Winnipeg when he fell off the 
boat and was drowned in 1939. 

William Frederick also completed high school in 
Baldur. While he was doing that he worked as a delivery 
boy for Krist jan Benedictson in the Rollins Store. He 
farmed with his father, Paul, until the family moved to 
Winnipeg. He married Mary Dressler. For a while he had 
a job with the Winnipeg Police Force then, in 1945, he 
was employed with the City of Winnipeg Engineering 
Department and worked there until retirement in 1969. 
Bill died in 1972. They had four children; Marion, Barry, 
Elizabeth and Judith. 

Thelma was ill all her life but had the courage to go to 
work at what she knew best, housekeeping, which she 
enjoyed. She helped Ellen and loved all her nieces and 
nephews. She died in 1981. 

Ellen Gudrun graduated from the Manitoba Teachers' 
College in 1929, and after 11 years of teaching, married 
Franklin Magnusson, a trainman with the C.P.R. After 
Frank's death, Ellen became a teacher in Gimli, 1952. 
She was assistant principal in the elementary section for 
several years and was on the board of directors for eight 
years with the Gimli Credit Union. Ellen retired in 1975. 



Ellen, Paul, Inga, Thelma and Eunice injront. 

Ellen and Frank's children are; Marilyn, Joy-Ellen, 
Constance and twins, Peter and Paul. 

Ingibjorg (Inga) graduated from Baldur High School. 
At that time she was active in drama and music. She 
married the boy next door, Austin Sexsmith, in 1937. He 
was the elder son of Ernest and Leone Sexsmith. 
Wherever they lived, Inga and Austin became active 
members of the community. While their children were in 
school Inga became very active in the home and school 
association, becoming its president. For years she did 
volunteer work in a hospital, particularly among cancer 
patients. After 42 years of a wonderful marriage, Austin 
died April 30, 1979. Inga and Austin (Tiny) had two 
children; Guy and Elissa Leone. 

Eunice Frederickson attended Huff School and 
graduated from Baldur High School. During the 1930's, 
she substituted in the telephone office in Baldur. When 
the family moved to Winnipeg she became employed, 
part-time, in the Hudson Bay Retail Store, 1941. In 
March of 1942, she joined the R.C.A.F. and for the next 
three and a half years was transferred from Toronto, 
Brandon, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Halifax, St. John's, Nfld., 
then back to Halifax. She was honourably discharged 
from the air force with the rank of sergeant. Since that 
time she has been employed at the Hudson Bay down
town store as a sales clerk supervisor. Eunice resides in 
Winnipeg. 

Murray 

Murray Albert took his schooling at Huff. In 1937, he 
went as a farm worker to Langruth for one year. He came 
to Winnipeg and joined the staff of the Honeysuckle 
Bakery. In 1941, he joined the army, was posted overseas 
with the Princess Patricia Infantry; in 1942 was wounded 
three times and was repatriated in 1945. He became an 
orderly at the Deer Lodge Veteran's Hospital for 19 
years. Now he is employed by the St. James Assiniboia 
School Board as supervisor of school maintenance. 
Murray resides in Winnipeg. 

Now this family are senior citizens. They have fondest 
memories of a happy childhood in a lovely little town, 
Baldur, and a beautiful and friendly farm community, 
Huff School District. 

WALTER AND MARGARET 
FREDERICKSON FAMILY 

Walter and Margaret. 

Walter, born in 1880, was the third son of Tryggvi and 
Sigridur Frederickson. He was born in Iceland and 
moved to Canada with his parents in 1883. 

Margaret Dalman was born in the old log house on her 
parents' (Krist jan and Kristin) homestead SW 20-5-14, on 
Feb. 24, 1895. Margaret took her schooling at Tiger Hills 
with teacher, Miss Stewart, and in Baldur with teachers, 
Miss Conklin and Mr. Jollow, first in the old Simpson 
School and then in the new one, built in 1905. A new 
house was built on the farm in 1896. Margaret was a 
mother's helper after school and on holidays. She later 
moved into Winnipeg and stayed with her aunt, Ingibjorg 
Laxdal and worked at Paulin Chambers Candy and 
Biscuit Factory, until her marriage to Valhjalmur 
(Walter) Frederickson on Nov. 10, 1911. They were 
married in Carman in the home of Bert and Caroline 
Dalzell (Walter's sister) by Rev. W. Adamson. They 
moved to Baldur and lived in Walter's house on Schultz 
Street, until 1916. They farmed on the Schultz farm 
northeast of town for one year, then northwest of town 
on Chris Johnson's farm for two years. They then moved 
back to Baldur. Margaret's brother, Krist jan, lived with 
them from 1911-1922, until he started farming on his 
own. 

Walter worked at stonelaying, cement making, 
bricklaying, carpentry, roadgrading, separator-man 
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threshing, working on the railway, snowplowing, 
woodcutting, and many other jobs. He played the bass 
horn in the Argyle Brass Band from its beginning in 1906 
to 1941. He also played the violin in the Baldur Or
chestra. He sang bass in the Lutheran Church choir. He 
was caretaker of the Baldur Lutheran Church for a 
number of years. 

Margaret and Walter had 10 children, all born at home 
with the help of Grandma Snydal (Karolina), the best 
midwife in the community. The children were: Irvin, 
Irene, Sylvia, Phyllis, Christian, Madeline, Anna, 
Kristin, Winona, and Caroline. The family all loved 
music. They were all members of the Lutheran Church 
and Sunday mornings, it was off to church and Sunday 
school, for everyone. One would find the family all in 
their Sunday best, filling up one of the front pews. 

A very sad day for the family was Feb. 4, 1942, when 
Walter passed away after a lengthy illness. The family 
gathered at home for the funeral, all except Christian, 
who was overseas in the army. Margaret was left to raise 
the daughters who were still living at home. The family 
went on living in their home on Schultz St. in Baldur. 

Margaret was a member of the Lutheran Ladies Aid 
for 30 years, and was treasurer for 27 years and an 
honourary member for 25 years. She was a member of the 
Women's Institute, did sewing, mending, homemaking, 
babysitting and kept herself quite busy until 1949, when 
she sold the household furnishings and rented the house. 
A few years later she sold the house. Margaret moved to 
Ontario and made her home with her daughter, Kristin 
and her husband John (Jack) Ralston. 

In the summer of 1974, the family arranged to have a 
family reunion in Baldur. The occasion was to celebrate 
Margaret's 80th birthday (a little early, but much warmer 
than February). This was the first time all the family were 
together in 33 years and what a wonderful time they had, 
meeting so many loving friends and relatives. 

At this time Margaret enjoys good health and is 
keeping active. She loves to travel. Each summer she 
returns to Manitoba to visit with friends and relatives for 
a few months. She has travelled to Israel, Iceland and to 
Hawaii. She has 31 grandchildren and 40 great
grandchildren. 

Back Row: Caroline, Peter Marchinko, Winona, George Ramage, Dick 
Thompson, Chris, Anna, Jack O'Dell, Kristin, Jack Ralston, and Oscar 
Pingle. Front Row: Sylvia, Irene, Margaret, Irvin, and Phyllis. 
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Following is the history of Walter and Margaret's 
children. 

Irvin married Beatrice McKay of Neelin. He worked as 
a farm helper, then he did trucking for farmers. He 
worked with John Sveinson in his shop. They lived in 
Baldur three years before moving to Ontario. He was in 
the reserve army in WWII. He took up carpentry, cabinet 
and interior finishing. He is now semi-retired and lives in 
Toronto. They have three children; Elaine, Keith and 
Kenneth. 

Irene married Richard Thompson, who was born in 
1905, and was the baker who started the Baldur Bakery. 
He later became an automobile and electrical salesman. 
He died in 1975. They had one daughter, Louise. Irene 
married Charles Barns, a retired telephone employee. 

Sylvia married Luther Maxsom who was born in 1902. 
Sylvia worked in restaurants and did housework. Luther 
was a machinist at Standard Aero until his death in 1969. 
They have three children, Vernon, Catherine and 
Richard. Sylvia married Peter Marchinko, an employee 
at C.N.R. in Winnipeg. 

Phyllis did housework in Baldur before moving to 
Oshawa, Ont. and also worked at Duplate Glass. She 
married Oscar (Bud) Pingle, a farmer in Hampton, Ont. 
He served in WWII overseas and then farmed until his 
retirement. They now live in Bowmanville, Ont. They 
have six children, Margaret, Donna, Walter, Lynda, 
Janice and Karen. 

Christian went to Oshawa to work. He served as a 
signalman with the North Nova Scotia Highlanders in 
WWII from 1943-1946. He was a bus driver in Toronto 
and is now with the Winnipeg Transit. Chris married 
Gabriel Catteuw. They have two children, Candy and 
Randolf. 

Madeline, loving daughter and sister, was drowned 
while swimming in Oak Creek in Baldur, Aug. 9, 1943, at 
age 16 years. 

Anna married William (Jack) O'Dell. 
Kristin is a school bus driver in Oshawa, Courtice, 

Hampton and Bowmanville, Ont. districts. She married 
John (Jack) Ralston, a General Motors employee. They 
have three children, Sandra, David and Jeffery. 

Winona married George Ramage. (See George and 
Winona Ramage History). 

Caroline, a registered nurses assistant at Oshawa 
General Hospital, married John Burner, who is in the 
insurance business. They have four children, John, 
Kathryn, William, and Karen. 

JOSEPH AND HANNAH FREEDY 
FAMILY 

Joseph (Joe) and Hannah came to Manitoba from 
Walkerton, Ont. in 1898. They farmed NW 10-4-12 for 
many years. In 1907, they moved to Cypress River, where 
Joe had a livery barn until 1911. They came back to Dry 
River and lived there until they retired to Pilot Mound in 
1946. Joe passed away in 1952, and Hannah in 1966. 
They had three children: Lou, Harry and Bethel. 

Lou, the eldest, married Phyllis Barnes in 1924. He 



passed away in 1926. 
Harry married Pearl Slater in 1921. (See Harry 

Freedy). 
The third child, Bethel, married Ed Legary of Pilot 

Mound in 1919. They had three children; Marjorie, 
Harvey and Ian. Ed passed away in 1965. Bethel now 
resides at Prairie View Lodge, Pilot Mound. 

HARRY AND PEARL FREEDY 
FAMILY 

Harry was the son of Joseph and Hannah Freedy. 
Harry married Pearl Slater in 1921. They farmed at 

Dry River until 1945. They moved to Baldur and Harry 
worked for the municipality of Argyle. 

They had eight children: Muriel, Shirley, Grace, 
Verna, Elwood and Dianne. A girl and a wee boy, 
Charles William, died in infancy. 

Muriel Beatrice, the eldest, was born on Oct. 22, 1922. 
She married Nelson Wallace of Cartwright on March 1, 
1947. They farmed at Neelin until 1959, and have lived at 
Cartwright since then. They had two children, a son, 
Brian, born Feb. 15, 1948, and a daughter, Arlene (Mrs. 
Paul Clarke), born Oct. 24, 1950. 

Shirley Ilene was born on Feb. 24, 1926. She married 
Jack Alexander of Winnipeg on April 26, 1947. Shirley is 
a teacher. They had seven children: Patricia (Mrs. Bob 
Durkson), Jack, Karen (Mrs. Pierre Bartlette), Terrance, 
Kevin, Doug and Kristine. 

Grace was born on Dec. 8, 1927. She married Clair 
Robertson of Cartwright. Grace is a teacher. They had 
four children: Roy Harry born Dec. 31, 1957; Laurie 
Blair born Jan 29, 1959; Valerie Pearl born July 14, 1962; 
and Nancy Anne, born Oct. 2, 1966. They live in Cart
wright. 

Verna was born on Dec. 3, 1929. She married Roy 
Pedlar and they live in Transcona. They had four 
children: Janice, Robert, Lorraine and Caroline. 

Elwood was born Oct. 25, 1933, on the home farm at 
Dry River. He attended Dry River School until the age of 
11 and then moved with his parents to Baldur. He 
completed his education at the Baldur High School. In 
1952, he moved to Winnipeg and began work for the 
C.P.R. where he is still employed. He was married in 
1956, and he and his wife Fern have a daughter, Kelly
Anne and a son Lindsay, all residing in Transcona. 

Dianne was born March 12, 1943. She attended 
elementary and high school at Baldur. After high school 
she worked for the Manitoba Telephone System. Dianne 
married Abe Wiebe of Cartwright in 1964. They had two 
children: Michael and Cheryl Ann. They reside at 
Roland. 

Pearl passed away in 1957, and Harry in 1978. 

RANDY AND CATHERINE 
FUGLSANG FAMILY 

Randy, Catherine and family moved to Greenway in 
1947. He was appointed C.N.R. section foreman that 

year and Greenway was his first section to work as 
foreman. He began his C.N.R. work in 1925, in Glenella 
and was sent to various parts of Manitoba; Tenby, 
Plumas, Ogilvie, Homewood, Belmont an then 
Greenway. 

Randy, Catherine, Audrey, and twins Beth and Barry. 

Working with him in Greenway were Tom Vickers, Eli 
Desrochers, Ted Arnold and, later, Ted Peters. 

The children, Audrey and twins Beth and Barry, 
started their schooling in Greenway. Miss Leta 
McLennan was one of their teachers. They took piano 
lessons from Mrs. Howell in Baldur. In his teens Barry 
played the piano in a dance orchestra formed in Glad
stone. They named it "The Saints" and their theme song 
for every dance was "Oh When the Saints Go Marching 
In" . 

They enjoyed the community life in Greenway, church 
work, the Greenway fair and curling in the winter. The 
Christmas concert was always something to look forward 
to. 

Catherine remembers curling in a ladies' bonspiel at 
Cypress River, one winter. They left on a nice sunny day 
by car. It stormed that night and they had to get home by 
sleigh and horses. When Catherine arrived home their 
neighbour, Merv Young, was looking after the children. 
Randy had been called out in the middle of the night with 
his section crew on the snow plow on the Wakopa line 
which was completely drifted in. 

In 1953, Randy moved to Gladstone, where they lived 
for 16 years until his retirement in 1969. They moved to 
Portage la Prairie, where they are living now. 

The children are all married. Audrey lives in Regina. 
Her husband, Rev. Bill Wall, is minister of Rosemont 
United Church. Barry and Beth both live in Winnipeg. 
Barry is with Canada Packers and Beth's husband is with 
Manitoba Telephone. 

Randy and Catherine have seven grandchildren. 
Randy was active in curling when he retired and has 

some nice trophies to show for it. III health forced him to 
give it up. 

Randy and Catherine celebrated their 45th wedding 
anniversary with all their family in April, 1981. 

They often talk about the good times they had in 
Greenway. 
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ANDRE AND IRENE GAGNON 
FAMILY 

ON OAK CREEK FARM 

Andre and Irene were married on Nov. 18, 1947, by 
Bishop Lapointe, the parish priest in the Roman Catholic 
Church at Bruxelles, Man. Andre is the son of Ludger 
and Alice Gagnon, formerly from St. Alphonse, Man., 
who retired to Mariapolis. 

Andre has two brothers and two sisters. His dad died 
on July 27, 1966. His mother is still residing in 
Mariapolis. Andre had his schooling at Campeau School. 

Irene is the daughter of Alphonse and Marie Anne 
Potvin, formerly of Bruxelles, Man. Her parents retired 
in Somerset, Man. She has three brothers and three 
sisters. Her mother died on Aug. 5, 1958, her oldest 
brother on March 9, 1978 and her dad on May 21, 1979. 
Irene took her schooling at St. Gustave School. 

In the fall of 1951, Andre and Irene formerly of St. 
Alphonse, Man. bought the E 20-5-13, well-known as the 
old Jack Cramer place, from John Verbrugge. In 1949, 
they bought the SE 19-5-12 from Hector Buydens. In 
1953, they bought the SW 29-5-12 from the Octave 
Delichte estate, and in the fall of 1959, they bought the W 
33-4-13 from Mr. and Mrs. Victor Levreault. They have 
farmed ever since they were married. 

Andre Gagnon with his horse Don Bourbon Genius at 
Ninette Fair. 

Andre's hobby is to keep and show registered 
American Saddlebred horses. In 1974, he showed at the 
Toronto Royal, bringing back second prize in the line 
class with his stallion, Bourbon Peavin Prince. In 1978, 
Bourbon Courageous King was shown in Springfield, 
Illinois, in the fine harness class, and won third. In 1980, 
Oak Creek Duchess, a three year old filly and Oak Creek 
Gemini, a four year old gelding, were shown at Spruce 
Meadows, Calgary, Alta. Stonewall Valley King was 
shown at Rugby, North Dakota State fair, bringing home 
a prize. Andre had the honour of carrying the Canadian 
flag, which was donated by Mr. Roy Laird of Wawanesa, 
to the Rugby, North Dakota fair during the two day 
downtown parade. In the past Andre has taken part in 
many small fairs and has brought back many trophies 
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and ribbons. 
Andre and Irene had four children. 
Raymond was born in St. Alphonse. He started school 

at Thor School and later transferred to St. Alphonse 
Convent. 

Lillian was also born at St. Alphonse. 
Gerald was born in Baldur in 1955. 
Maurice was born in Baldur in 1959. 
Lillian, Gerald and Maurice attended the St. Alphonse 

Convent. 

BILL GALLAGHER 

Bill 

Bill Gallagher was born in England on Oct. 22, 1904, 
and came to Canada in 1928. The first person he worked 
for in Canada was Ben Brown. Then he worked for 
various other farmers in the district and on construction 
and pipeline. He lived with Jack Crofton on 29-3-13 for a 
few years and in 1946, he bought the farm from Jack. Bill 
sold the farm in 1949, to Ben and Freda Brown and hired 
out as a farm labourer, living with the farmers. He went 
to work for Fred Macklin and lived with the family until 
1970. He left there to live in Glenora for a couple of years 
and then, in 1972, he moved back to the little house on 
29-3-13 where he stayed until, due to failing health, he 
left to go to the Baldur Hospital in February of 1976. Bill 
passed away in the hospital on March 8, 1980. 

WILLIAM GARRETT 

William was born Oct. 7, 1893, at Eastbourne, Sussex, 
England, and came to Canada in April'of 1914. He went 
to work for Charlie Hamilton at Baldur. 

Bill joined the 222nd, trained at Camp Hughes and Bay 
of Fundy, before going overseas. After arriving in 
France, he was transferred to the 8th Bttn. Little Black 
Devils. Being a runner, it was Bill's duty to help out the 
chaps who were shell shocked. On Sept. 2, 1918, Bill was 
wounded and returned to England and then to Canada. 



He was discharged in 1919. 
Bill went back to Hamiltons, but in 1920, bought his 

own farm at Glenora, SE 5-4-13 and NE 32-3-13. He 
farmed here until 1968, when he retired to Glenora and 
then passed away in 1971, after a lengthy illness. He is 
buried at Baldur. He was a member of the Baldur Legion. 

Bill and Frank Garrett. 

FRANK GARRETT 

Frank was born on Nov. 19, 1900, at Bushey Paddock 
Lodge, England, and came to Canada in 1921, after 
serving in WW I. 

Frank enlisted in England with the R.A.F. on Oct. 8, 
1918, and served on the continent until 1919 as a tran
sport driver in France, Belgium and mainly in Germany. 
In January, 1920, he was discharged. Frank is a member 
of the Baldur Legion. 

After coming to Canada, Frank was employed with 
Chas. Hamilton and around that neighbourhood until 
1941, when he took employment with H.B. Mining and 
Smelting in Flin Flon. He retired to Glenora in 1966, and 
still lives there. 

CAMILLE AND OCTA VIE 
GEIRNAERT FAMILY 

Camille Geirnaert was born on Aug. 19, 1866 at 
Somergem, Belgium. Octavie Hooft was born Aug. 6, 
1876 at Aaltre, Belgium. Camille and Octavie were 
married on May 5, 1906 in Belgium at Aaltre. 

The Geirnaert family records tell that Camille and 
Octavie came to Canada in 1910. They were the only ones 
from their families to come to Canada to start a new life. 
Camille left behind two sisters and three brothers and 
Octavie came from a family of 10, mostly girls. She 
returned only once to her homeland in 1938, after 
Camille had passed away. 

Back Row: Carniel, Urselin and Octavie. Front 
Row: Bertha and Julien. 

The family records also reveal that Camille and Oc
tavie had five children. The eldest, Maria Martha was 
born at Aaltre, Belgium on Nov. 1, 1908. She died March 
11, 1909 and was buried at Aaltre. Their second daughter 
was born after their arrival in Canada; Ilda Maria was 
born at Mariapolis on Nov. 11, 1911 and died on Nov. 
29, 1911. She is buried in Mariapolis. Ursulin Antoine 
was born on April 28, 1913. Bertha was born on Oct. 2, 
1914 and Julien Adolphe, much better known to 
everyone by the name of "Cline" was born on July 23, 
1916. All were born at Mariapolis and baptized there. 

When Camille and Octavie arrived in Canada they 
came to Mariapolis where he bought NW 34-4-12 when 
the Elsons moved away in 1909. Their oldest son, Ur
sulin, has in his possession the original land title to this 
property. The title itself is very nearly 100 years old. 

In the year 1920, William Apperly sold the north half 
. of sections 32 and 33 to the Geirnaerts. At this time the 
family moved to the northeast quarter to live; today 
Marcel, eldest of the grandsons, lives there with his 
family. 

Camille passed away on June 23, 1935 as a result of 
severe arthritis. He is remembered as a kind and af
fectionate man. Octavie was a very well-known lady 
throughout the neighbouring communities. She had 
many friends and acquaintances and was famous for her 
coffee and "homemade beer". Following her husband's 
death, Octavie remained on the farm with her sons until 
1939, when she moved to Mariapolis and lived there until 
her death on June 27, 1959. Camille and Octavie Geir
naert are buried in Mariapolis. 

Ursulin received his education at Swan Lake College 
where he went to school for seven years. On Oct. 10, 
1938, Ursulin married Dora, daughter of Louis and 
Albina Desrochers. They have since lived on the original 
home place where today they still farm with the eldest of 
their three sons, Mervin and his family. Ursulin and Dora 
have four children; Mervin, born July 3, 1939; Lucien, 
born Aug. 17, 1941; Antoine (Tony) born June 30, 1945; 
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and Denise born Aug. 31, 1951. Mervin married Yvonne 
Rheault of Somerset on June 6, 1964. They have three 
children; Paul, born Jan. 10, 1974, Joanne on Jan. 22, 
1975, and Robert on June 1, 1978. Lucien married Cecile 
Stevens of St. Alphonse on July 3, 1964. They have two 
children, Michael and Cheryl and live in Altamont. 
Antoine married Doreen VandeKerchove of Swan Lake 
on Aug. 17, 1968. They have four children; Dianne, 
Daniel, Nadine and Mark, and live in St. Leon. Denise 
married Len Heft and they live in Winnipeg. She works 
with the Victorian Order of Nurses. 

Bertha went to Pike Lake and Dry River schools. In the 
spring of 1936, Bertha married Nestor Cooper of the 
Marringhurst district and they farmed until his death in 
February, 1946. Nestor is buried in Pilot Mound 
Cemetery. They had one daughter, Zelma. Bertha 
married Stuart Breault of Greenway in 1950. Stuart 
passed away in Baldur Hospital on Christmas Day in 
1970 and is buried in Baldur. Bertha now lives in 
Brandon. Their daughter, Zelma, married Donald 
Levreault of Baldur on May 6, 1957 and they have a 
daughter, Laurie. All of them live in Winnipeg. 

Julien's first year of school was at Graham School near 
Cypress, then Dry River, one year at Swan Lake College, 
and finally at Pike Lake and Dry River Schools. Julien 
has all his life been known as "Cline" to his family and 
friends. He married Alma, only child of Romain and Zoe 
Marent of Swan Lake on April 4, 1937. Following their 
marriage they lived for 25 years on the Apperly farm. In 
1942, Julien bought NW 32-4-12 from Camille Walleyn. 
In 1946, he bought S 32-4-12 from Jerry Desrochers. 
Thus he came to own all of 32-4-12. They moved a short 
time after celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary 
leaving the farm to their son, Marcel, who was getting 
married in June, 1961. The year before they had bought 
the Dewulf farm, east of Mariapolis, where they lived for 
10 years, until their younger son Donald's marriage, at 
which time they retired to Mariapolis where they now 
live. Julien and Alma had two sons, Marcel and Donald 
and a daughter, Doreen. Marcel was born May 21, 1937 
in the same house where he lives today. He went to school 
in Mariapolis, quitting at the age of 14 to work with his 
dad on the farm. With the exception of the l3 months he 
spent in the Ninette Sanitorium, 1955-1956, Marcel has 
lived on the same place all his life. On June 30, 1962, 
Marcel married Fleurette, daughter of Henry and 
Marguerite Desrochers of Baldur. They have a son and a 
daughter. Randy, born May 30, 1963, graduated from 
Somerset Collegiate in 1981. Shelley was born on May 14, 
1965, and is a student at Somerset. There is a little piece 
of interesting history about the house that Marcel and 
Fleurette live in today. It starts in 1882. In that year 
William Apperly came to Manitoba from the town of 
Alliston, Ont., walking from Emerson to the Galloway 
farm in Marringhurst, a distance of 100 miles. Mr. 
Galloway was Mrs. Apperly's uncle. Mr. Apperly and 
Mr. Galloway made a bargain; Mr. Apperly would help 
Mr. Galloway put in his crop in the spring of 1882, and in 
return Mr. Galloway would help him put up a log house 
on the Apperly homestead on NE 32-4-12. That log house 
has been added onto by three generations of Geirnaerts 
and exists today as the dining-room of the home of 
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Marcel and Fleurette. The logs were oak and presented 
quite a challenge when new windows had to be installed. 
In 1982 that log structure will be 100 years old. Doreen 
married Leo, son of Camille and Bertha Andries of 
Baldur on Oct. 15, 1960. Leo and Doreen have farmed on 
Camille's homestead at Greenway since their marriage 
and they have raised a family of four. Wendy was born 
on Oct. 6, 1962, and graduated from Somerset Collegiate 
in June, 1980. Debbie, born Sept. 16, 1965, is a student at 
Somerset. Ryan, born Nov. 30, 1968, and Kelly, born 
Dec. 30, 1970, are both going to Mariapolis Elementary 
School. Donald, born Sept. 16, 1946, attended school at 
both St. Alphonse and Mariapolis. He married Marlene, 
only daughter of Jerome and Marie Wytinck of St. 
Alphonse on Oct. 19, 1968. Their children are Darcy, 
born Oct. 24, 1973, and Dana, born Sept. 14, 1976. 

BENJAMIN AND SARAH GEROLAMY 
FAMILY SAGA 

Benjamin and Sarah with sons Tom (Duffer) 
and John (Joker), in 1902. 

Benjamin Gerolamy came to the west in 1872 from 
Owen Sound, Ont. at the age of 15. He travelled by canoe 
to Winnipeg with a fur trader. They went on to Ed
monton by ox cart. Benjamin returned to Manitoba in 
1882, to homestead the W. half of 22-4-l3. He later 
homesteaded NW 21-4-l3, sleeping there in a tent to 
fulfill the duties of a homesteader. 

In the early 1890's, Benjamin married Sarah Jane 
Craig, who had come with her mother and two brothers 
from Port Hope, Ont. Benjamin and Sarah had two sons, 
John Melbourne and Thomas William, known to most as 
Joker and Duffer, names given them by a family friend, 
Mrs. Stevens. These two boys went to Excelsior School 
No. 449, as did Duffer's children, who later attended 
Baldur High School. 

The original house on the homestead has been 



replaced, but the stone and frame bank barn, built in 
1904, is still in use. There was a windmill attached, which 
pumped water and crushed grain, the latter for many 
neighbours as well as themselves. 

Benjamin (Gerry) was fond of sports, participating in 
football, baseball and he also had a boxing ring in the 
driveway of the loft of the bank barn. The love of sports 
has continued through four generations of Gerry's 
descendants. Gerry died in 1921 and Sarah in 1934. 

A wagon trip to Mariapolis is a childhood memory of 
Duffer's, when his father purchased an eight-day clock, 
which is still 'ticking' today in David's home in Peter
borough, Ont. 

Joker came home from war in the fall of 1918 and 
married Myrtle Sinclair in 1919. They resided at 
Rocanville, Sask. where they farmed until Joker became 
postmaster. They had three children; Erma, a nurse, Mrs. 
Bill Larter who had two children, Rick and Diane; Clair, 
a dentist who had two daughters; and Bruce, employed 
by C.N., who has a daughter and a son. There are now 
several great-grandchildren. Joker and Myrtle are both 
deceased. 

Duffer married Nellie Jane (Jen) Conibear in 1920, 
residing on the original farm. They had two children; 
Ruth, a nurse, Mrs. Andres Anderson and David, a 
businessman. Ruth and Andress (who died 1980) have a 
son Dean, who has twin daughters and a son. David and 
Rita have three sons; Barry, Tom and Steve. Barry has a 
daughter and a son. 

Duffer and Jen were very active in the Greenway 
Agriculture Society and the Curling Club as well as 
general community affairs. Duffer was very fond of 
horses and over the years won many prizes at local and 
area fairs. In 1950 they moved to the Gunnlaugson farm 
one mile west of Baldur. J en died in 1967. Duffer sold his 
farm to Ozzie Lodge in 1969 and moved to Victoria, 
where he married Gladys Stobbart in 1970. Gladys died 
on December, 1980. 

Today no descendants of Benjamin and Sarah reside in 
Argyle. They may be found in Ontario, Alberta and 
British Columbia. 

FRANK AND BERTHA GEYSEN 
FAMILY 

Frank and Bertha Geysen were married in Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church, Winnipeg, on June 7, 1946, and came 
to Baldur on June 15, 1946. They made their first home 
in Baldur, and it has been their home ever since. Frank 
was born in Belgium and came to Canada at an early age. 
He homesteaded in Saskatchewan. Bertha was born at 
Carman, Man., and, when she was young, moved to 
Winnipeg. 

Upon Frank's discharge from the Army in 1946, he 
came to work for W.E. Clark, as a mechanic, and later, 
that same year, moved across the street to work for Clem 
Skardal. Then, in 1952, Frank and Bertha purchased the 
garage from Walter Clark and started their own business. 
They had J. I. Case machinery, International Trucks and 
New Holland. They purchased the Ernie Sexsmith farm 
in 1963, and went into the cattle business. They sold the 

garage to Lloyd Dearsley in 1966, and the farm was sold 
to Lloyd Reykdal in 1973. 

Frank and Bertha were blessed with one daughter, 
Catherine, in 1959. Catherine graduated from Baldur 
High School, became a registered nurse and is employed 
at Brandon Hospital. Cathy married Dennis Morgan of 
Brandon in June, 1981. 

Bertha's mother passed away in 1951, and from that 
time her father, Albert Vaul, spent 15 years with them in 
Baldur. It also became home to him and he had many 
friends whom he enjoyed. 

Frank died in October, 1980. Bertha still lives in Baldur 
and works at the Baldur Trading Store. 

WILLIAM AND MARION GILLESPIE 
FAMILY 

Top Row: William and Marion. Bottom Row: Ronald and Shirley. 

William A. Gillespie was born in Ontario and received 
his education there. He married Marion Price in August, 
1929, and they made their home in Greenway for about 
13 years. He was station agent for the C.N.R. 

William and Marion had two children, Shirley and 
Ronald, and they both went to school in Greenway. 

William was a member of the Greenway Curling Club, 
the Masonic Lodge and the "Order of Railroad 
Telegraphers". He was also interested in all the affairs of 
the community. 

There are many happy memories of the years in 
Greenway and the people there, and now the cairn stands 
as a reminder. 

William passed away in 1946. 
Marion and Ronald and his family now reside in 

Winnipeg. 
Shirley lives in Vancouver. 
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THE THREE GILLIES BROTHERS 
CHARLES, JOHNSON, JOHN AND MARY 

The three Gillies brothers, or Gillies boys, as they were 
referred to by their neighbours, arrived at Baldur in 1893. 
Charlie, Johnston and John were accompanied by their 
parents, James and Sarah Gillies, and their sister 
Margaret. 

All but John had been born in Ireland and had been 
brought to Canada by their parents at a very early age. 
They farmed in Ontario, in Prince Edward County near 
Lake Ontario, but the small farm could not support a 
large family of adults. 

When they arrived in Baldur they bought and lived on 
23-4-14. This land was broken by Mr. Heaver, Sr., with a 
team of oxen. Their parents did not live very long to 
enjoy their new home. Sarah Gillies died Nov. 22, 1896, 
at the age of 67, and James died May 10, 1897, at the age 
of 72. 

With steady perseverance, things gradually improved. 
In 1906 they built a big barn with a windmill and running 
water. They kept a lot of stock and were very fond of 
both their cattle and horses. 

Charlie was councillor for Ward 3 for several years. He 
helped with the establishment of Huff School and was 
also on the Argyle Cemetery Board. The three brothers 
did not attend many social functions, but loved to have 
their neighbours drop in and would take the afternoon 
off just to sit and visit with friends. In partnership with 
Sam Christie, they purchased a steam threshing outfit 
and threshed for many of the neighbours for several 
years. Later they changed to a gasoline outfit. 

In 1920, their sister Margaret died and Mrs. Mary 
Payne, from Lenore, came and kept house for them. In 
1923 Mary and John were married. 

Charles died in 1935, while on a trip to Ontario. 
In the fall of 1938, John took sick and they thought it 

best to leave the farm. They bought a house in Baldur, 
now owned by Mrs. Karl Bjarnason, and moved into 
town. Shortly after they moved, Johnston suffered a 
stroke and died the following spring. 

John and Mary lived in Baldur a few years and then 

Mary and John. 
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went to Winnipeg, where they lived in the St. Regis Hotel 
for a couple of years. John never fully recovered his 
health and they finally went to Victoria, B.C. After 
spending some time in Victoria, they moved to the town 
of Duncan, where Mary had a niece, Mrs. Pack with 
whom they lived until they died. John passed away June 
17, 1956. Mary died a short time later. They are both 
buried in the cemetery at Nanaimo, B.C. 

PORRIDGE AND POTATOES 
ARTHUR AND KATE GILLIES 

FAMILY 

Arthur and Kate. 

James and Sarah Gillies' original home was Drumquin, 
a small village in County Tyrone, Northern Ireland. They 
immigrated to Canada when Arthur Gillies was five years 
old and settled near the town of Hillier in Prince Edward 
County, Ont. Their home was near Lake Ontario and the 
four boys, Arthur, Charles, Johnson and John spent 
most of their time either in or on the lake. No fatalities 
occurred and they all grew up to manhood. 

Years later, while Arthur was working with some 
cousins on their farm, he met the teacher of the local 
school. She was Kate McLeod from Glengary, Ont. 

Kate's father had come to Canada when he was a 
young man from Glengarry, Scotland. There was a large 
settlement of Scottish people in Glengarry with names 
such as McLeod, McCrommon, McCrae, and Mc
Donald. Gaelic was the language spoken and Kate did not 
learn any English until she went to school. Her mother 
never did learn to speak English. 

Arthur Gillies and Kate McLeod were married at 
Brighton, Ont. by Kate's brother Rev. A.K. McLeod. 
They lived in Saginaw, Mich., U.S.A., for several years, 
and their two oldest boys, Jim and Mac were born there. 

On learning the Gillies family were moving to Baldur, 
Man., they decided to come too. There was more chance 
for the future in this new country. They arrived in Baldur 



in 1895. Arthur was able to get a homestead near what 
later became the town of Neelin. He also bought S 34-4-
14, and that was where he and his family lived. Close to 
here his three brothers and sisters had settled. 

There was an old log house with a lean-to kitchen on 
the east side. It was a desolate out-look, but with plenty 
of hard work and lots of courage and hope, things 
gradually began to change. After some years, the old 
kitchen on the east was torn down and rebuilt on the west 
side. After a few more years, an addition was added to 
the north side. This doubled the size of the house and 
provided one large bedroom for the boys and one for the 
girls. Still later, a large barn was built to replace the old 
tumble-down stables they had been using. Neighbours for 
miles around came one day and all had a wonderful barn
raising. All the neighbour women were there also to help 
feed the crowd. 

Arthur and Kate had six children; Jim, Mac, Sadie, 
Margaret, Charlie and Alex. Each had his or her chores 
to do; wash the dishes, bring in the wood, gather eggs, 
milk cows and so on. All these tasks were taken as a 
matter of course, and the whole aim was to finish the jobs 
in time to have a game of anti-over or baseball before 
dark. 

Kate was a strict Presbyterian and firmly believed in 
respecting the Sabbath. One Sunday evening while she 
and Arthur had gone to church, a neighbour boy came 
along and suggested a game of baseball. No one had the 
courage to say it was against Kate's rules so they had the 
game. What a terrible guilt each carried around for the 
next few days! Before the week was over, a confession 
was made although the result was not pleasant, it was 
better than the burden of guilt. 

Cash was very scarce in those days and Kate took rolls 
of butter and fresh eggs to Baldur store to trade for tea 
and sugar. Often the store had a surplus of butter and she 
had to bring it home again. Kate was always able 
however, to get the real necessities on credit. The days of 
reckoning came when the wheat was sold in the fall; that 
is if there was any wheat to sell. Hail, rust, drought and 
frost often took its toll; but they never starved, just 
carried on the best they could. 

The family all inherited their Irish father's love of 
potatoes. Kate, being Scottish, liked her oatmeal 
porridge, but the men claimed they could not work all 
afternoon on an oatmeal breakfast. Therefore they had 
to have fried potatoes with fried pork or eggs for the 
morning meal. They also had potatoes, pork or eggs for 
dinner, and pork or eggs and potatoes for supper. The 
pork was preserved by keeping it soaking in a salt brine in 
a barrel. 

Luckily, every Sunday was Mother's Day. The Sabbath 
was celebrated with oatmeal porridge for breakfast, 
black tea (through the week they had Arthur's favorite 
green tea) and once in a blue moon, a roast of beef. This 
change in menu and the visitors usually present, set 
Sunday apart as nothing else could. 

One unusual and terrifying experience the family had, 
occured when their house was hit by lightning in July of 
1906. Five of the children were home alone at the time. 
Arthur and Kate were in Baldur for supplies and Mac was 
taking special schooling at Welsh School. The bolt of 

lightning appeared to come down the stove pipes and the 
wall of the kitchen. The lids and doors were blown off the 
stove, and a cupboard, on which two pails of water 
stood, was slivered to pieces as were the pails. Everything 
was smashed and knocked around generally, the floor 
slivered and torn in all directions. It was believed the 
children were knocked unconscious. On recovering, Jim 
helped Sadie out into the rain. Then they got the younger 
children out. Jim and Sadie, between them, carried 
water, climbed up on the roof and with the help of the 
rain, put the fire out. Arthur and Kate came home shortly 
after and found everything in a shambles, but the 
children were all safe. Jim was awarded a gold watch by 
the insurance company for his bravery. 

Agnes and Jim. 

Murray, Tena, Walter and Hugh. 

Jim, the eldest, later married Walter Mabon's 
daughter, Agnes. After renting for awhile, they built a 
house on the old homestead and moved there. They were 
able to buy an adjoining half section. Murray, Jim's 
eldest son married Francis Neelin and they farm at her 
dad's (Frank Neelin) farm at Neelin, Man. They have 
three sons; Garry and his wife, Donna and daughter 
Brenda; Grant and his wife, Leona of Elgin; Laurie who 
is still at home; and two daughters, Barbara and Beverly 
also at home. Walter, Jim and Agnes' second son 
married Dorothy Cardno formerly of Alonsa, Man. and 
live on the home farm, 5-4-14. They have one daughter, 
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Standing: Bobby, Colleen, Kathy and Russell. Seated: Dorothy 
and Walter with grandchildren Angela and Jodi. 

Kathleen and husband Russell Thompson and daughter 
Angela of Yorkton; and one son Robert and wife Colleen 
and daughter, Jodi and son, Christopher of Brandon. 
Hugh, the third son of Jim and Agnes, married Inez 
Leckie of McGregor, and lives at Portage la Prairie, 
where Hugh is a custodian at the Portage la Prairie 
School. They have three sons, Paul, Daryl and Michael 
and one daughter, Patricia. Tena, Jim and Agnes' only 
daughter, married Jack Trotter of Alonsa. They live on a 
farm in the vicinity and go in for cattle raising more than 
grain farming. They have three sons; Jim, David, 
Richard; and one daughter Irene (Mrs. Ron Ricketts). 

Mac taught school for a short time, and then went to 
university, intending to become a minister, like Kate's 
brother. However, war broke out and Mac enlisted, 
going overseas with the 196th Battalion. He was wounded 
at Ypres and also received some of the poisonous gas, 
which later affected his lungs. After spending a lot of 
time in hospital he became more interested in medicine 
than the ministry and after being discharged went to 
medical college, and graduated as a doctor. He tried 
general practice, but his health could not stand it, so he 
took a position as a pathologist in a hospital in 
Charleston, West Virginia. He married a nurse there and 
the:,: had three children, David Ross, Norma Jean and 
Allan Bruce. Mac, never really well after the war, passed 
away at the age of 45. 

Sadie and Margaret both became teachers. Margaret 
taught at Welsh, Baldur, Belmont, Dunrea, and 
Stonewall schools to mention a few. Sadie taught 
Connaught School for several years and then after taking 
her second class normal training in Winnipeg, remained 
there teaching in Winnipeg Schools. 

Charlie farmed for awhile and then enlisted in WWII. 
While overseas he married a Scottish girl, Christina 
Paterson. After returning to Canada he did not go back 
to farming but worked in Deer Lodge Hospital in 
Winnipeg. Charlie and Chris had one son, Gordon, and 
one daughter, Christine. 

Alex married Beth McLennan from Greenway. Beth 
and Alex had one son, Warren, and one daughter, 
Eleanor, now Mrs. Ted Dearsley. 
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Sadie is now the only surviving member of Arthur and 
Kate Gillies' Family. 

This is the Gillies saga and the family hope the younger 
generations will see to it that there will still be Gillies 
around when the second hundred years of Argyle is being 
celebrated. 

The years have brought good times, but also trials and 
tribulations, and although none realized it at the time, 
they now know that the happiest times of their lives were 
when they lived on potatoes through the week, but had 
porridge on Sunday. 

ALEX AND BETH GILLIES 
FAMILY 

Warren, Beth, Alex and Eleanor. 

Alex, youngest son of Kate and Arthur Gillies, was 
born on 34-4-14, and attended Welsh School ·before 
farming the home farm. He was very interested in Baldur 
United Church, where he sang in the choir and taught 
Sunday school. After Alex married Beth McLennan on 
Nov. 3, 1931, the Baldur Sunday School came to the 
Gillies' home to present Alex and Beth with a gift in 
recognition of Alex's faithful duties as teacher. The 
presentation took the form of a "mock wedding" with 
Herb Woodworth, dressed in a gown of Alex's mother, 
as the bride, and little Eileen Porter, dressed in man's 
attire, as the groom. 

Alex and Beth farmed where Alex had been born until 
1945. They knew the hardships of the thirties, but Beth 
looks back on them as very happy years. They spread 
grasshopper poison in an endeavour to save the crops, 
but the garden produce was surprisingly bountiful. 

In 1933, Vivian Sampson came to teach Welsh School 
and boarded with Beth and Alex until 1939. 

Warren Glen made a happy addition to Beth and 
Alex's home when he was born on May 21, 1937. Then 
came Eleanor Lynore to complete the family on Jan. 15, 
1940. 

Just after Warren started school at Welsh School, Alex 



and Beth sold their farm, animals and machinery and 
moved to the Cleghorn house in Baldur in 1945. Alex and 
Beth bought the butcher business from "Slim" Gadd and 
later bought the butcher shop and locker plant from 
William Kilgour in 1947. Alex and Beth operated this 
business until Alex's ailing health forced them to sell in 
1963. Alex passed away on Feb. 1, 1968. 

Beth continues to keep her home, enjoys cooking meals 
for her grandchildren and their friends, and is commonly 
known as "Granny Gillies" . 

Warren and Eleanor took all their schooling at Baldur. 
After graduation Warren took a position with Gulf, 
where he was employed at such places as Portage and 
Neepawa until late in 1979. During these years he met 
Darlene Davie from Neepawa whom he married in 1967. 
They lived in Virden for some years where Warren still 
managed a Gulf station and Darlene continued to work in 
a travel agency. Darlene and Warren are now back in 
Neepawa where Warren is co-owner of Neepawa Tire 
Shop and their two sons, Alan, aged 12, and Neil, aged 
11, attend Neepawa School. 

Eleanor worked in the Royal Bank until her marriage 
to Ted Dearsley (see Dearsley history). 

JOHN AND CORRIE GILLIS FAMILY 

John and Cornelia on their 
wedding day in 1940. 

John was born III Baarle-Nassau, Holland 
(Netherlands) on Feb. 13, 1901. He was the son of 
Cornelius Carols Gillis and Delphine Van de Heying. 

John came to Winnipeg, Canada, on March 29, 1926. 
On April 1, 1926, he moved to Neelin where he worked as 
a hired hand for Jack Cooper. In 1928, it was on to St. 
Alphonse to work for August Delichte for a year. In 
1929, John acquired his first farm in the Altamont 
district. 

On Nov. 21,1940 John married Cornelia Grift. In 1946 
they moved to the former Jack McKenzie farm south of 
Baldur. 

John and Corrie have five children; Joan, Harold, 
Raymond, Mary and Leonard. 

Standing: Raymond, Mary, Leonard, Joan and Harold. Sitting: 
Cornelia and John. This picture was taken on John and Cornelia's 40th 
wedding anniversary, 1980. 

John and Corrie retired to Baldur in 1976. 
Joan married Odoric Beaulieu and they live in Grande 

Prairie, Alta. They have four children; Laurent, 
Christine, Ronald and Denis. 

Harold married Georgette Zeghers and they farm the 
former Walter Clark farm south of Baldur. They have 
two children; Shelli and Michael. 

Raymond married Noreen DePape. They farm the 
home farm. They have four children; Teresa, Michelle, 
Christopher and Brent. 

Mary married Emile Decosse and they live at Grand
view, Man. They have three children; Karen, Steven and 
Julie-Ann. 

Leonard married Cecile Bisson and they farm the 
former Willie Maxwell farm north of Neelin. They have 
two children; Kevin and Robert. 

LIONEL AND BLANCHE GOETHALS 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Lloyd, Patricia, Bryan. Front Row: Maurice, Blanche, Ann 
Marie, Lionel, Fred. 

In 1950, Maurice Goethals of Swan Lake bought S 30-
3-12 and rented it until the spring of 1957, when Lionel 
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and Blanche Goethals and four children moved to this 
farm. They lived in the old log house until September 
when their new house was moved in. 

On March 25, 1958, Ann Marie was born, a sister for 
Lloyd, Patricia, Bryan and Fred. The next year Maurice 
joined the family. 

On Nov. 15, 1975, Lionel and Blanche sold the section 
to Danny and Norma Klassen and retired to Pilot Mound 
where they still reside. 

FRED AND GUDRUN GOODMAN 
FAMILY 

Fred and Gudrun. 

Gudmundur Fridjon (Fred) and Gudrun (Gunna) 
Goodman farmed in the Argyle district from 1926 to 
1960. Fred was born in Iceland in 1892, the youngest 
child of Anna and Thorlakur Gudmundson. He, his sister 
Helga and brother David, came to Canada with their 
parents in 1893. The family settled on a farm in the Bru 
district after spending a short time in Gimli, Man. Later, 
they lived in Glenboro, Man. for a number of years. Fred 
served in the Canadian Army in 1918. Gunna was born in 
1896, on her parents' farm in the Argyle district. She was 
the eldest daughter of Matthildur and Stephen Christie. 
Gunna and Fred were married in Glenboro, Man. in 
February, 1921, and lived in Winnipeg, Man. for five 
years before moving back to the Argyle district in 1926. 

They were members of the Lutheran Church in 
Glenboro. Gunna was a member of the Lutheran Ladies 
Aid. Fred spent several years as a member of the Hecla 
School Board. They were gentle, kind, hard-working 
people who were devoted to family, their parents, sisters, 
brothers, their only child, Matthildur Sylvia (Mattie), her 
husband and their four grandchildren. Mattie and her 
husband, Dr. Earl Bryngelson, reside in Kenora, Ont. 
They have four children; Jan Rae, John Frederick, Karen 
Sylvia and Barbara Ann. Fridjon and Gudrun are 
deceased. Fridjon died in 1962, and Gudrun in 1973. 

JOHN AND GUDRUN GOODMAN FAMILY 

John (Gudmundson) Goodman was born in northern 
Iceland on March 24, 1848, the son of Gudmundur 
Gislason and Sigridur J onsdottir. He came to Canada in 
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Back Row: Thora, Thori, and Gudbjorg. 
Front Row: John, Borga, and Gudrun. 

1874, and worked in eastern Canada for 90¢ a month. 
Later, he went to work for a farmer for $1.00 a month, 
plus room and board. When the job was over, the farmer 
gave John a pair of trousers, a jacket and $2.00 extra. He 
went to Gimli in 1875. That winter he helped build houses 
for the Icelandic settlers and the next winter he cleared 
bushland for roads, being paid 90¢ a day. 

John filed for a homestead in Argyle, SE 23-6-14, but a 
friend with a wife and young family needed a place to go, 
so John let him have this homestead. John then went to 
Winnipeg and in 1884, he bought the SW 23-6-14, in 
Argyle. After his brother Magnus' death, John bought 
the SE 22-6-14, which had been homesteaded by Magnus 
and his mother. 

In 1881, John married Gudrun Eriksdottir. She was 
born in August, 1855 in Iceland. They had four children: 
Thora Gudny, Gudbjorg; Thori and Kristborg. 

Gudrun died in June, 1934, and John died in June, 
1944. 

Thora Gudny was born in 1881, in Gimli. She married 
a widower, Fred Wagstaff, who had four children: 
Charlie, Ethel (Mrs. Ross), Ada and Agnes. Thora and 
Fred had six children: Frederick, Thora, (Mrs. Norman 
Greigg), Arthur, William, Raymond (deceased), and 
Robert (deceased). 

Gudbjorg was born in Winnipeg in 1883. She spent 
much of her time working for the community, church 
and Sunday School and helping those in need of help. She 
was very fond of gardening, flowers and raising poultry. 
She died from cancer in 1935, and is buried in the Grund 
Cemetery. 

Thori was born in 1891, on the home farm. He married 
Wilborg Sigurdson of Bru, daughter of Hannes Sigurd
son and Thorbjorg Nickulasdottir, in October, 1929. 
They took over the home farm and Thori's father, John, 
built a cottage for himself in the yard. Thori and Vilborg 
had a chicken hatchery, as well as raising turkeys, ducks, 
and geese. In 1964, they sold their farm and moved to 
Baldur and lived in the house where Gudny Sveinsson 
now lives. 



Kristborg (Borga) was born in 1895, on the home farm. 
When Borga was a wee tot, she fell into an open well and· 
her mother went down to rescue her and brought her up. 
As she was coming out of the well, three 14 year old 
neighbour boys walked by and went on to the next home, 
a quarter of a mile away. The woman there asked them 
for some news, but they knew of none. When she asked 
them if they saw anyone at the Goodmans, they replied, 
"Oh yes, Gudrun was bringing the baby up out of the 
well." She asked if they had offered their services and if 
everything was alright, they thought so, but hadn't 
stopped. So the woman bundled up her baby and went 
over to investigate. Everything was fine. On Nov. 22, 
1916, Borga married Kjartan Isfeld. (See Krist jan Isfeld 
History). 

JOHN AND SARAH GOODMAN F AMIL Y 

Stan, WilJ, and David with their Father, John. Sarah with her daughter
in-laws Gweneth, Pauline and Sadie. 

John Einar was the eldest son of Stephan and Gudrun 
Goodman. He was born on March 22, 1890. 

At a very early age John started working for Mr. Harry 
Pool, who at that time owned S 28-5-14 and all of 29-5-
14. He also worked for the railroad from Thunder Bay to 
Winnipeg for a number of years before buying the Pool 
land in 1918. 

On Nov. 12, 1919, he married Sarah Evelyn Chester of 
Baldur. At that time they had one and a half sections of 
land, a Model T automobile, a steam engine, a threshing 
machine and a mortgage. 

John and Sarah had two decades of hard work. 
Everything that hands could do was done. For the far
mers of the first half of the 20th century, a very high level 
of self-sufficiency and innovation was needed to ensure 
survival. In the early 1920's, the wire stretcher was made 
by John with the hand-turned forge. The stretcher 
revolutionized the maintaining of barbed wire fences. 
The sectional disc, drawn by six horses, followed in 1931, 
and proved particularly valuable during the dry years. 
Stones were a great problem, so John designed and made 
a stone lifter. It would be used with four or six horses, 
depending on the size of the stones. It also served to hang 
a beef carcass. 

The present home was built in 1934. A large elevator 
granary was constructed in 1936, using much of the 
lumber from the original two-storey dwelling. 

John and Sarah had five children all born at home, 
David, Wilfred, Stanley, Joyce and John. John Lester 
was born to them in Dec. 28, 1928, but died in infancy on 
June 27, 1929. 

Wilfred was born on Dec. 21, 1922, and completed his 
high school at Glenboro at an early age. He graduated 
from the University of Manitoba in 1945, as a medical 
doctor. At this time he married Gwenneth Hunter, 
youngest daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. J.O.A. 
Hunter of Baldur. They chose Porcupine Plain, Sask. as 
their first home where Wilf was the resident doctor for 
several years. In 1953, Wilf and Gwen and two children 
moved to Toronto where they have resided since, save for 
a year of Fellowship in Oxford, England in 1955. His 
work is in Otolaryngology at the University of Toronto 
where he holds the rank of Professor. He is a member of 
the Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
Canada. Their five children are: Gwenda Lee (Mrs. Hans 
Ertzinger), born on Nov. 14, 1946; Richard John, born 
on June 29, 1950; Stephan James, born on Dec. 24, 1953; 
Ainslie Ruth, born Aug. 22, 1959; and Wilfred Hunter, 
born on Nov. 3, 1960. 

Joyce and Jim. 

Joyce, the only daughter of John and Sarah, was born 
Jan. 16, 1927. After attending Antonious and Baldur 
High School she became a registered nurse, with training 
in Montreal. She joined the Indian Health Services and 
lived and worked in isolated spots in northern Canada, 
often as the first or only community nurse. Her travelling 
involved walking, dog team and flying. In 1955 she 
married Jim Klepacz of Winnipeg, a meteorologist. They 
lived at Big Trout Lake, Ont. for a few years. After 
leaving the north and living in Toronto for several years 
all five members of this branch of the Goodmans live and 
work in Edmonton, Alta. Joyce and Jim have lived in, 
worked in or visited in almost every area of Canada. 
Their children are: Robert, born Jan. 27, 1956; Cathy 
born Oct. 1, 1957; Mary Lisa born Nov. 11, 1961. 

John passed away in 1963, and Sarah retired to her 
present home in Brandon in 1967. The homemade 
creativity of earlier years is restricted now but the mastery 
of the art of knitting continues productively. 
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STAN AND SADIE GOODMAN 
FAMILY 

Stanley Leonard Clare was born on June 23, 1924. He 
attended Antonius and Baldur Schools. He lived and 
worked with his parents until 1950, when he married 
Sadie-Mae Gosselin. They lived on the farm a short time 
and then moved to the Porter house in Baldur, where the 
Baldur Motor Hotel stands today. In 1957, they built a 
new home on Schultz and Highway 23. Stan operated 
West End Service, a Shell station and Mercury Meteor 
dealership until 1965. In 1967, they moved to 29-5-14 
where they still reside. Sadie was employed by Manitoba 
Telephone from 1954 to 1964. 

Stan and Sadie had four children. 
Judy Mae was born Sept. 8, 1951. She became a hair 

stylist in Winnipeg, where she met and married Rene 
Hermary, also a hair stylist, on July 17, 1970. Judy still 
lives there parenting four daughters. Leanne Marie was 
born on July 17, 1972. Terra Lynn was born on Nov. 21, 
1974, and a surprise set of twins were born on Aug. 11, 
1976, namely Sandy Helene and Cindy Sarah. 

John Edgar, born March 26, 1953, worked on the farm 
a few years and is employed with C.N.R. in the signal 
s.ection at different points in Manitoba. Presently he is at 
Rivers. 

Doreen Emily, born Aug. 5, 1954, resides in Brandon 
with her daughter Talena Marie, born Oct. 8, 1974. 
Doreen is employed at Brandon Mental Centre. 

Dwight Einar, born Aug. 26, 1965, at the tender age of 
two, met with a tragic farm accident in 1967. 

DAVID AND PAULINE GOODMAN 
FAMILY 

Dennis, David, Darrel, Pauline and Linda. 

David E., born Oct. 12, 1920, was the eldest son of 
John and Sarah Goodman. He was educated at An
tonius, Baldur and Glenboro Schools. He was an avid 
baseball fan and played with R.C.A.F., Baldur and 
Belmont teams. Being a left-handed pitcher, he became 
known as "Lefty" to friends. 
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David served five years in the R.C.A.F. as Flight 
Mechanic, last posting being at Vancouver, B.C. as 
Flight Engineer with the Air Crew Assessment Board. 

On June 28, 1944, he married Pauline Gudney. Pauline 
was born on March 10, 1925, daughter of Paul and 
Gudney Gudnason. Pauline received her education at 
Baldur and Hola Schools. 

In 1945, Pauline and David returned to Baldur where 
David began his hardware career, working for Mr. W.H. 
Hunter. In 1951, they moved to Winnipeg where David 
became salesman for Marshall Wells Wholesale. 

Pauline and David's first home was built by David's 
father and Gudmundur Johnson in Charleswood. In 
1963, they were transferred to Calgary, Alta. where 
David accepted a position as sales manager and later 
general manager with Marshall Wells. In 1968, they 
moved to Revelstoke, B.C. to operate their own hard
ware store. In 1975, they opened a Radio Shack Store as 
well. 

David and Pauline had four children. 
Richard Dennis, born on May 18, 1945, died in in

fancy. 
Linda Gudney, born March 22, 1947, married Marinus 

G. Steenhart on Jan. 21, 1967. They have three sons, 
Michael David, Justin Paul and Joel Kristian. 

Dennis David, born June 28, 1950, married Margo 
Bontheau on Aug. 30, 1975. 

Darrell Evan, born March 17, 1956, married 
Jacqueline Dook on Sept. 1, 1978. 

STEFAN AND GUDRUN GOODMAN 
FAMILY 

Stefan 

Stefan Goodman was born on June 27, 1853, in 
Eyrarsveit in western Iceland. 

He was raised by foster parents, Sturlaugur and 
Thordis, on an island farm in Breidafjord (called Red 
Islands). 

He always spoke very highly of his foster parents and 
named his first two children after them. 



Stefan married Eyhildur Gudrun Einarsdottir and they 
had three children when they came to Argyle in 1892. By 
1904, three more children were born. 

When the Goodmans arrived in Argyle in 1892, they 
found that all the land for homesteads had been taken, so 
they decided to wait until a farm came up for sale. In the 
meantime, Stefan worked for established farmers and 
eventually purchased two quarter sections in 30-5-14, 
where he lived and farmed until his death in 1918. 

Back Row: Anna, John and Daisy. Front Row: 
Snyder, Millie and Lena. 

Gudrun, his wife, died in 1916 from pneumonia. 
Thordis, eldest child, was born 1887, and was educated 

and worked in the district until her marriage to Ashford 
Chadwick. They had one daughter named Alice 
Margaret. Ashford died as the result of an accident in 
which a sleigh box of bagged wheat overturned and 
pinned him under it. Alice Margaret was five months old 
at this time. Thordis later married Sam Westbrook and 
they had three children, Florence, Mabel and Gilbert. 
Later, she was widowed again and raised her four 
children alone, quite a remarkable accomplishment when 
you consider the hard times of the thirties. Her children 
are all married and have done well. Thordis died May 21, 
1975, at the age of 87. 

Sturlaugur Einar was born in 1890, and was the second 
child of Stefan and Gudrun. He was better known as 
John. (See John Goodman History). 

Thuridur Anna was born on Aug. 10, 1891, and died 
May 1, 1969. She married Kari J. Johnson. (See Johnson 
History). 

Snaebjorn Sigurdur, known as "Snyder", was the 
fourth child and was born July 28, 1893. He was 
educated and worked in the Baldur and Belmont districts, 
also on the home farm. Snyder had a most pleasant 
disposition and got along well with everyone. He married 
Sigurlina Thorsteina Thorsteinsson in 1918. They farmed 
for several years, but eventually moved to Baldur where 
Snyder worked as a butcher and mechanic. During 
WWII, he worked in Winnipeg for an aircraft repair 
company. Sigurlina was a good homemaker and was 
good at all handwork. Their children were: Stefan 
Haroldur (Halli) was born April 22, 1919. He served in 

the R.C.A.F. during the war. In 1945, he married Thea 
Richards of Winnipeg and they worked in the dryc1eaning 
industry there and, later, in Vancouver, where they still 
reside. They have two children, David and Lorraine; 
Sylvia died at an early age, the result of an accident; 
Hafstein, known as "Steini", was born Dec. 8, 1922. He 
was educated in Baldur and worked mostly with Snyder 
at contracting in Winnipeg, and now resides in British 
Columbia; Myrtle was born Oct. 6, 1924, and was 
educated at Baldur and Winnipeg. She worked in 
Winnipeg until she married Lloyd Johnson in 1953. They 
have two children, Sandra and Linda. They are presently 
living in Ontario; Sigrun was born July 4, 1929, and was 
educated in Baldur and Winnipeg. On June 5, 1954, she 
married Jack Lytle. They have three children, Timothy, 
Robin and Tracy; Muriel was born Nov. 26, 1931. She 
took her schooling in Baldur and Winnipeg. On Oct. 16, 
1952, she married Cal. Kvedder of Winnipeg. They have 
five children, Kenneth, Kimberly and Wendy (twins), 
Jeffrey and Cindy. Sigurlina died on Aug. 18, 1942. 
Several years after her death, Snyder married Margaret 
McNabb of Winnipeg. Snyder died on May 9, 1965. 
Margaret is now living in a senior citizen's home in 
Winnipeg. 

Magdalena Maria, the fifth child, was born on a farm 
near Belmont on Feb. 21, 1898. She was educated and 
worked in the district until her marriage to Stigur An
tonius on June 5,1917. (See Antonius family History). 

Ben and Millie on their wedding day in 
1929. 

Camilla Gudrun, (Millie) was born Jan. 29, 1904, on 
NW 30-5-14. She was educated at Mimir School. She lost 
her mother when she was 12 years of age, and her father 
two years later. Millie went for nurse's training at St. 
Boniface Hospital, graduating in 1927. On Feb. 21, 1929, 
she married Benedict Anderson of the Grund district, 
where for 47 years they farmed. Ben passed away Jan. 30, 
1976. Ben was a good hard-working farmer, raising 
livestock and grain. They were good supporters of the 
Grund Church. Millie now lives in Baldur and is active in 
church and senior citizen's organizations. 
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LLOYD AND KRISTINE GORDON FAMILY 

Lloyd was born in Belmont, Man. in September, 1919. 
He married Kristine Johnson of Baldur, Man. in 
November of 1945. 

Lloyd and Kristine had two children; Allen and 
William. . 

Allen Kari was born in Baldur in 1947. He lives in 
Brandon. He married Connie Watson in September of 
1968. They have two daughters, Kari Kristine and Joy 
Lynne. 

William Lloyd was born in Baldur in May of 1952. He 
married Doreen Jones in April of 1973. They live in 
Brandon and have two children, Kristina May and Scott 
Williams Lloyd. 

ROBERT AND JEAN GORDON 
FAMILY 

OF HILLSIDE GROVE 

Robert, Standing; Gerald, Jean with Stuart 
on knee, and Bessie. 

The first member of this family to come to Hillside 
Grove farm, W 5-5-14, Municipality of Argyle, Baldur, 
Man., was Robert James Gordon, who came in the spring 
of 1898. He bought one quarter section from Mr. M.T. 
Sexsmith, and the other quarter from the C.P .R. 

Before coming to Argyle he worked for a farmer near 
Rapid City for two years. He originally came from 
Howick, Que., in 1896. 

In October, 1900, he was married in Winnipeg, to Miss 
Jean Briggs, also from Quebec, but she originally came 
from Scotland in 1886. They lived on this farm and raised 
three children, Annie Elizabeth, Gerald Percival and 
Robert Stuart. The house they lived in was a small one
storey frame house, which lasted until 1955. 

Gerald married Miss Hortense Goegebuer in 1934 a 
neighbour. They raised three children, Robert, Donald 
and Elaine. Gerald died in 1952, aged 47 years. 
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Jack, Elsie, Stuart, Carl, David and Kenneth. 

Miss Elsie Edwards came to teach at Welsh School in 
1945. While visiting at the Gordon home it was 
discovered that her father, Mr. David Edwards, had 
worked there in 1906, just out from England. Two years 
later, in 1947, Stuart Gordon and Elsie Edwards were 
married. So she came to live as a bride where her father 
had worked as a green Englishman. They raised four 
boys, Carl James, David Stuart, John Edward and 
Kenneth Robert. Carl married Linda Naismith in 1970, 
and they have two boys; Ronald James and Robert 
Joseph. Stuart built a new house before he married, and 
they still live there. Stuart and his son, Jack work the 
farm. In the early years horses were used, and gradually 
changed over to tractors and larger machinery. Stuart 
bought his first car in the fall of 1928, a Grey Dort 
touring. The family is affiliated with the United Church 
of Canada. Before 1925, they were Presbyterians. Stuart 
and Elsie's family are all in Manitoba. Carl is a trucker, 
so is David, Jack farms and Kenneth works in a steel mill 
in Winnipeg. 

Annie Elizabeth (Bessie) kept house for the family 
until her brothers were both married, then she and her 
father moved to another house, still on the farm. 

Elsie and Bessie belong to the U.C.W., and did belong 
to the W.1. for 25 years, until it folded up in this district. 

In 1936, Jean died at the age of 65, after being and 
invalid for 21 years. Robert died in 1960, at the age of 89. 

JOSEPH AND SARAH GOSSELIN 
FAMILY 

Joseph came to Manitoba around 1897 from Bear 
Brook, Ont. He farmed in the Alma district until 1902, 
moving to Argyle on 31-4-14. 

In 1900, he married Sarah Stephenson. They had a 
family of four: Edgar, Rose, Verena (Bee) and Russel. 

In 1902, they built a new house and lived there until 
their passing in 1947 and 1957. Russel took over the 
farm. 

The children walked over three miles to school at Alma 
until Hamlin was built. 



Joseph and Sarah. 

Joe had a lot of tough luck in his day. He had four 
horses struck by lightning, so had to buy four more and 
pay interest on all. A new barn was taken by a cyclone 
and he rebuilt it. It was burned down with four of his best 
horses. He then rebuilt again and it still stands. 

Edgar married Lou McCulloch. 
Rose married Norman Mabon. 
Bee (Verena) married Edgar Mabon. 
Russel married Marjory Lockerby. 

ED AND LUELLA GOSSELIN 
FAMILY 

John McCulloch and Ada Thomson were married at 
Grand Valley, Ont. on Dec. 25, 1901. Three children 
were born to them, Wallace, Luella and Isabelle 
(deceased in infancy). They farmed in Ontario before 
moving to Stonewall, Man. in April, 1916. They moved 
to Baldur in March, 1919, living on 3-5-14. John and Ada 
returned to Grand Valley in October, 1931, spending 
their retiring years in their home town. Ada died in 
August, 1959, and John in September, 1960. 

Wallace married Jennie Mullin from Myrtle, Man. in 
August, 1927. They have three girls and two boys, 
Donald, Dorothy, Elsie, Marjorie and Lome. They 
farmed in the Mather area and retired to Crystal City in 
October, 1952. Jennie passed away in April, 1955. 

Luella was married in March, 1925, to Edgar Gosselin, 
eldest son of Joseph Gosselin and Sara Stephenson. Ed 
and Luella rented the Fred Welsh farm, 16-5-14, and 
lived there for three years. They spent one year on 35-4-
14 before moving to Arborfield, Sask. in 1931. (At that 
time Arborfield was the end of the steel.) Two children 
were born there, Sadie Mae and John Eugene. They 
attended Addington School. 

In October, 1946, Ed and Luella and family moved 
back to Baldur to reside on 35-4-14. 

Gene attended Huff School. He then worked at 
Midale, Sask. for a number of years before his marriage 
to Gloria Rosengren of Midale in July, 1961. They have 

four children, Garth, Glenda, Darell and Barbara. They 
farm at Midale, Sask. 

Sadie Mae took her high school in Baldur. Later she 
worked for the M.T.S. in Baldur. She married Stan 
Goodman in October, 1950. They have three children, 
Judy, John and Doreen. Sadie and Stan farm northwest 
of Baldur. (See Stan Goodman history.) 

Standing: Luella and Wallace. Seated: John 
and Ada. 

Ed holding daughter Sadie, and Luella. 

Ed and Luella retired to Baldur in 1968, building a 
home on Government Road. Ed had great enjoyment and 
pleasure from his leisure hours he spent at Johnson's 
Welding Shop before his death on Feb. 9, 1980, at the age 
of 79. Luella resides in Baldur. 
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ARCHIBALD MUIR GRAHAM 

Archie while he was in the British Forces. 

Archie Graham came to Canada from West Calder, 
Scotland, in 1898. He bought a farm near Greenway and 
built a brick home. 

Later in 1902, Archie sold his farm to three sisters, 
Margaret, Mary, and Jessie Young of La Chute, Que. He 
then went to Wesley College in Winnipeg and graduated 
in law in 1907. 

In 1914 Archie joined the Imperial Army of Great 
Britain in the 17th Artillery. 

On returning from overseas he rejoined the law office 
of A.E. Bowles in Winnipeg. 

In 1924, he represented Canada at the British Empire 
Exhibition at Wembly in England. 

In the late 1930's Archie retired to a cottage he built at 
Greenway. He was a staunch member of the United 
Church. His main hobby was gardening. 

He died in 1962 and is buried in Baldur cemetery. 

CHARLES AND SARAH GRAHAM 
FAMILY 

Charles and Sarah Graham came to Baldur in 1896 
from a small town, Marathon, about 20 miles from 
Ottawa, Ont. They came via the C.P .R. and were met at 
Pilot Mound by Charles' Uncle Thomas who, with his 
family of five daughters and two sons, had settled on a 
farm, in what was known then as the Marringhurst 
Plains. Thomas Graham and family ran the rural post 
office for the Marringhurst Plains district. Their farm 
was later known as the Simpson Farm. Charles built a 
home on this farm, directly east of the Simpson home. It 
stood on the southeast corner of the present main road 
which leads directly to what is now known as Glenora. 

In 1896, Charles and Sarah with their three children, 
Bethel (Bessie), Jack and Stanley, moved to Baldur. They 
opened a general store in part of the Jack Dew Hotel or 
boarding home. The J. Dew Hotel was on the corner 
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where Albert Bateman's residence now stands. Two more 
children were born in Baldur, Archie and Louise. 

Charles passed away in 1904. Bessie left Baldur in 1909 
to teach school at Manitou. In 1910, Sarah, with her 
other four children, moved to Manitou. Two of the five 
children are still living, Bessie and Louise, (Mrs. John 
Timmins), both residing in Winnipeg. Archie was killed 
in action in WWI, 1915. Jack passed away in 1969, and 
Stanley passed away in 1977. 

Bessie has many fine memories of the life she enjoyed 
in Baldur as a child. The Argyle district gave to Manitoba 
many talented people with their gifts of music, law, 
medicine, religion and education. 

JOHN AND CHRISTELLA GRAHAM 
FAMILY 

John Vance (Jack), son of John Vance Graham of 
Thomasburg, Ont. and Laura Precilla Anderson of 
Frankford, Ont., was born in their home in the 
Municipality of Dufferin in 1879. 

Christella M. Smith was born in Ancaster, Ont. and 
migrated to Manitoba with her parents, Jesse K. and 
Emeranda, and settled in the Municipality of Argyle. 

Jack met Stella when he stopped at her parents' home 
to ask directions to his sister Belle's place. Belle was 
married to one of Stella's older brothers, Charlie Smith. 
It was on that occasion, the story is told, that Jack fell in 
love and was determined to marry Stella. That special day 
was celebrated Nov. 26, 1901 in Baldur. H.J. Miller was 
the officiating minister. 

Social get-togethers in those early days of marriage 
were limited. Jack, however, was in demand on those 
occasions for his talent in the art of "calling" dances. 
Tragedy struck this young couple when their first-born 
child, Clara, died. She is buried in the Argyle Cemetery. 

Life marched on for this couple. From agriculture they 
turned to selling farm implements and later to a well
boring business. The well-boring machine and the trusty 
horse "Old Dick" became familiar to the roads and 
always a welcome sight when water was needed. Jack 
served the surrounding area well in this capacity for a 
number of years. His sons, Charlie and Seymour, helped 
as they matured into young men. With the advent of 
winter weather the well business ceased. Winter found 
Jack tending the curling and skating rink. Stella am
plified the family income by housing schoolteachers and 
sewing professionally. 

In 1928, Jack and Stella sold out and moved to 
Winnipeg with son Seymour and daughters Velma and 
Merle. Charlie had moved to Ohio, U.S.A. to seek 
employment and further his education. They engaged in a 
retail grocery business which did not survive the Great 
Depression. 

After years of battling a cancer condition, Jack died at 
the age of 67 in 1946. Cancer also took Stella from her 
family in 1950 at the age of 67. Both are buried at St. 
James Cemetery in the Greater Winnipeg area. 

Three of their five children live at the time of this 
writing. 



Charlie Herbert, born May, 1907, graduated from 
Baldur High School and Miami University at Oxford, 
Ohio, U.S.A., following which he prepared himself for 
pastoral work at Yale University, New Haven, Conn., 
U.S.A. In 1928, he married Esther M. Durbin of In
dianapolis, Indiana who was, like all minister's wives, 
supportive of him throughout his ministerial career. 
Their son Garry was adopted. Esther died in 1971. 
Charlie retired from the Methodist Ministery in 1972, and 
is currently living in Ohio. 

Seymour Vance, a second son, attended Baldur 
School. In his young years he worked as a farm hand. He 
also worked with his father in Baldur and Winnipeg. 
Seymour enjoyed success as a soft drink country 
salesman out of Winnipeg. He later moved to Edmonton, 
Alta. where he apprenticed for and became a Millwright. 
In this profession he worked in Alberta, Northwest 
Territories, South America and Panama. Seymour 
married Agnes Davidson of Baldur. One child, Margaret 
Joyce, born August, 1932, married playwright Douglas 
Haskins of Vancouver, B.C. who is now deceased. Joyce 
resides in British Columbia. Seymour died in 1978. 

Velma Edith May, born in Baldur in August, 1915, 
attended Baldur School until she moved with her parents 
to Winnipeg in 1928. She graduated from the Gordon 
Bell High School in Winnipeg. Velma married George 
Dixon of Winnipeg, a plumbing and heating contractor, 
in 1940, after a short working career. George and Velma 
moved to New Brighton, Minnesota in 1954 where they 
actively participated in community and Methodist 
Church activities. George conducted his plumbing and 
heating business until his demise in February, 1981. This 
couple have two daughters Elaine Velma and Georgina 
Lenore. 

Merle Isabelle was born in Baldur in January, 1920. 
She attended Baldur School and graduated from Gordon 
Bell High School in Winnipeg. Merle enjoyed a business 
career with the Canadian Wheat Board in Winnipeg and 
subsequently with a major bank in Minneapolis, U.S.A. 
She attained supervisory positions. In 1954, Merle also 
settled in Minnesota. She married James Curtright of 
Arkansas, U.S.A. in 1962. Jim is a successful sales 
engineer. 

A few lines of history barely covers the highlights of 
any family over a period of 100 years. So it is with this 
one. Many important events in the lives of its members 
are recorded only through the many lives touched by their 
very existence. 

DRY RIVER GRAHAMS 
OF MARYLEA FARM 

TOM AND JANET GRAHAM F AMIL Y 

Thomas Graham and his wife Janet came to Canada 
from West Calder in Scotland in 1902 with three sons; 
Edward, John, Alex, and three daughters; Marian, 
Christena and Mary. 

Tom Graham purchased land from John Baird on 16-
4-12 in the municipality of Argyle in Dry River district 
and called it Marylea Farm. 

Thomas 

Later three more children were born; Jessie in 1904; 
Grace in 1907; and Richard in 1909. 

The Graham children attended Dry River School and 
later high school; Mary at Baldur, Jessie and Grace and 
Richard at Pilot Mound, and Alex at Cypress River. 

Janet died in St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg, in 
1913. 

The two eldest sons, Ed and John, Joined the army in 
1914. Both were wounded and returned to Canada in 
1917. The ladies of Dry River sent many food parcels to 
all the district soldiers. 

During the first war years Tom was councillor for 
Ward 1 in Argyle and he will best be remembered by old
timers for his efforts in attempting to bring before 
council the idea of having a municipal doctor for Argyle. 
He and Andrew Young, a neighbour, drove many miles 
by horse and buggy trying to get enough signatures to 
pass council. It was defeated, but years later it did 
become a reality. 

In later years Tom's sons Alex and Richard also 
became councillors and Alex was reeve for many years. 

Grahams attended church services held in Dry River 
School for many years. Rev. Turnbull was one of the 
ministers. 

Tom took an active interest in community affairs and 
recreational pastimes. He was a crack shot at the 
Greenway Rifle Range and won many prizes; a cham
pionship cup, a solid silver plate, suitably engraved, and 
a large wall clock, all of which are still in the family 
circle. 

Many picnics were enjoyed at Dry River and also at 
Rock Lake. The mode of travel 70 years ago was by team 
and wagon. 

It was always "open house" at the Graham home and 
many happy dances and parties were enjoyed. 

Edward married Nellie Morgan of Carman, Man.; 
Marion married Tom Phillips of Wales; John married 
Sarah Kemp of Ericksdale, Man.; Alex married a local 
girl, May Robinson; Christena married Andy Messer of 
Harvey Station, N.B.; Jessie married Harold Orr of 
Mather, Man.; Grace married Ben Valde of Winnipeg; 
and Richard married Rose Murphy of Swan River, Man. 

Marylea Farm is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Gordon 
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Jones. Gordon is a great-grandson of Tom and Janet 
Graham. Tom died in 1951, and is buried beside his 
beloved wife in Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. 

Two members of the family survive; Christena (Mrs. 
Andy Messer), and Grace (Mrs. Ben Valde) both of 
Vancouver, B.C. 

ALEX AND MAY GRAHAM F AMIL Y 

May and Alex. 

Alex son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Graham of Dry River, 
married Mary (May) Robinson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stewart Robinson on Nov. 11, 1930. Alex and May 
had lived only one and a half miles apart and had both 
attended Dry River School. May became a school teacher 
and Alex was a farmer. The first year of their marriage, 
they lived in a little house across the road from Mr. 
Grahams. 

In 1931, they moved to E 18-4-12, a short distance 
away and bought this farm. Here they lived and farmed 
until 1945. 

Two children were born to this union. Evelyn Corinne 
was born on Oct. 5, 1931, and Gordon Alexander on Oct. 
25, 1932. Gordon died in very early infancy. Evelyn 
attended Zephyr School for her elementary years. 

During the 14 years Alex farmed here, he did a lot of 
breaking for farmers in the Dry River and Greenway 
districts. He used a steel-wheeled tractor and breaking 
plough. Alex was known as a hard worker. He also 
rented a lot of extra land and raised cattle and pigs. Over 
the years, Alex and May had a lot of hired help. 

Steve Kostick came in the early 1930's and worked with 
Alex on the farm for about 12 years, going back to 
Winnipeg for the winters and coming to work very early 
in the spring. Steve was just like a member of the family 
and was very good to Evelyn. 

Alex took an extremely keen interest in all community 
affairs. He was secretary-treasurer and school board 
member of Zephyr School for many years. 

Alex was councillor of Ward 1 in R.M. of Argyle from 
1939 to 1945 and again from 1953 to 1956. He was reeve 
of Argyle from 1958 to 1973. Alex took a very great 
interest in all municipal work and this work was like a 
hobby to Alex. It was his ambition as reeve to see that 
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each resident of Argyle had access to a gravel road. 
In 1945, Alex, May and Evelyn moved to Winnipeg. 

Alex retained a half section of land and rented it to his 
brother Richard. Evelyn took her high school at General 
Wolfe and Daniel McIntyre Collegiate. Evelyn also 
attended Tuxedo Teachers' College and taught for two 
years before she married Clare Jones in 1952. 

Alex purchased and managed "Graham Motors" on 
Vaughan Street. They remained in Winnipeg until the 
garage burned in January, 1952. Steve Kostick, as a 
faithful mechanic, was a working partner in this en
terprise. Alex and May both took a very active part in St. 
Paul's United Church in Winnipeg; May with Sunday 
School and U.C.W. and Alex as a board and session 
member. Alex also studied and became a Master Mason 
in Winnipeg. Alex had always enjoyed sports in his 
younger days and he continued to curl after he moved to 
Winnipeg. 

In 1951, Alex and May purchased the original Graham 
Home, "Marylea" farm from his brother Richard 
Graham. They also bought the Robinson home, SE 26-2-
12. They rented the Graham half to their daughter and 
son-in-law, Evelyn and Clare Jones. Alex farmed the 
other three quarters with the capable assistance of Clare 
Jones. 

May and Alex retained their Winnipeg home until 
1958, but lived on the Graham farm part-time. Alex and 
May lived on the south side and Evelyn, Clare and family 
on the north side. 

From 1958 to 1967, Alex continued to farm with 
Clare's assistance. May and Alex made Marylea their 
permanent home. They spent a great deal of time 
remodelling the Marylea Graham Home. 

May and Alex continued to take an active part in 
church and community work. Alex took an active part in 
the Masonic Lodge at Cypress. 

May died suddenly in 1973, at the age of 69. Alex 
continued to live at his home and part time with Evelyn 
and Clare Jones. He moved into Pilot Mound Prairie 
View Lodge in September, 1975, and made his home 
there until his death in 1981, at the age of 82. 

Alex and May had taken many trips to places in North 
America. They spent many enjoyable winters in the 
southern states. They went overseas in 1966, and to New 
Zealand and Australia in 1968. 

May will always be remembered for the book she 
wrote, "Memories of Dry River" published in 1970. 

RICHARD AND ROSE GRAHAM 

Richard was born in 1909, the youngest son of Thomas 
and Janet Graham. He was barely four years old when 
his mother passed away so he had rather a rugged life 
during his early years and he was sent off to school about 
the age of five years. 

One morning after a bad snowstorm his father was 
taking them to school. While going over the snowbanks, 
out rolled Richard, his lunch kit "full of apples", which 
spilled all over the snow, much to the chagrin and sur
prise of a very stern father. He had the habit of doing this 



Rose and Richard. 

for his lunch. Needless to say, his lunch kit was super
vised after this. 

Richard farmed with his father who had been not only 
father, but a mother and housekeeper during intervals as 
the family grew up and left home. 

The Graham home was a rendezvous and hostelry of 
the many bachelors of the community. 

In 1937 Richard married Rose Murphy, a former Dry 
River school teacher. 

After an accident, he found farming difficult and after 
his father passed away, he sold out and moved to Swan 
River where he started working for the Highways Branch, 
a work he enjoyed. 

He was an active associate member of the Canadian 
Legion, the Elks, his church and Knights of Columbus, 
of which he was Grand Knight when he passed away in 
1968. 

YORKSHIRE PUDDING ON SUNDAY 
ALBERT AND MARY GREEN F AMIL Y 

BEN AND MARY FREE FAMILY 

Albert Green left the Merchant Marine in 1909, 
married Mary Gertrude Franklin in London in the same 
year. In 1910, they came to Canada with their first-born, 
Horace. Through his brother Henry, near Belmont, 
Albert had heard much of the land of "Milk and 
Honey". Four other children were born to the couple in 
Canada; Rose in 1911, Ivey in 1912, Edmund in 1914 and 
Alfred in 1916. Albert and Mary moved to Neelin where 
they lived until Albert joined the army. He was killed in 
action. A war pension was not much on which to raise 
five children, so Mary did household duties at several 
homes, her whole aim being to give the children the 
necessary things in life and a comfortable home. To this 
was always added the essential, love, which the family 
agree is one of their warmest memories. Perhaps, at 
times, they did not have the "extras" on the table, but 
always on Sundays the roast beef and yorkshire pudding 
was there. 

A few years later Mary became Mrs. Benjamin Free. 
Ben worked on the C.N.R. tracks and operated a 
poolroom in the evening. Ben and Mary shared their 
interest in a garden, which greatly helped the financial 
side of life. The couple had five children; Nellie, Tillie, 
May, Daniel and Lillian. 

Horace completed his schooling in Neelin where all the 

others attended over the years. He worked in Winnipeg 
until he trained with the Church Army, serving with them 
for several years. In the fall of September, 1939, he 
joined the army. He saw the first bomb dropped on 
London, served three years with the Queen's Own 
Cameron Highlanders and the 12th Field Corps of 
Engineers. During this time he married Mary Kane, an 
Irish girl, in London. In 1945, after his discharge, he 
returned to Canada and settled in Thunder Bay where he 
still lives. For 28 years he has been active with the Boy 
Scouts. Horace and Mary have two children, Charlotte 
and Michael. 

Rose went to Hemphill Barbering and Hair Styling 
School after her schooling. Returning to Neelin, she 
practised her profession in Ben's poolroom. At that time 
she married Sam Turnbull who had come from Scotland 
at the age of 17. They settled on a farm near Mather 
where they lived until Sam's death in 1976. Rose con
tinued to live in her farm home, happy with her many 
friends and her chickens. They had one son, Milton, who 
farms nearby. 

Ivey left Neelin after her schooling was completed and 
found domestic work in Winnipeg until her marriage to 
Harry W arrener. (See Warrener History.) 

Edmund also went to work at an early age. In 1941, he 
married Carrie Badger of Glenboro. They moved to 
Sioux Lookout where Edmund worked with C.N.R. until 
his retirement in 1979. They have four boys; Dennis, 
Larry, Calvin and Allan. 

Alfred, after his schooling, in 1939, married Louise 
Skelton of Winnipeg. When the war began he enlisted in 
Winnipeg" trained at Shilo and in British Columbia and 
served overseas in England, Belgium, Holland and 
Germany. He held the rank of Lieutenant. They have 
eight children; Wylma, Wayne, Kenny, Freda, Brenda, 
Bruce, Lorraine and Clifford. 

Nellie took her schooling, worked in domestic service, 
then married Ken Howard of Mather. They have one son, 
Darwin. Nellie and Ken are retired in Clearbrook, B.C. 

Tillie also did domestic work when she was through 
school, until she married Roy Groff of Mather, a 
mechanic in the army during the war. They farmed until 
their retirement in Keremeos, B.C. They have five 
children; Charlotte, Jean, Ronnie, Victor and Douglas. 

May followed her older two sisters, choosing domestic 
service after schooling, then married Raymond Smith of 
Belmont. He served in the Air Force in WWII. After his 
discharge he went to Sioux Lookout and worked as a 
mechanic with the Forestry Dept. until he retired in 1979. 
They have two girls; Robin and Sandra. 

Danny took his schooling in Neelin, working spare 
time at the elevator for 50(\: a day. This was given to his 
mother to maintain a supply of brown sugar for the 
breakfast table. He then went to Winnipeg where he 
worked with the C.N.R. and is now a conductor. He 
married Vivian Jackson, formerly of Hilton and they 
have one girl, Jacqueline. 

Benjamin Free died in 1948 and Mary in 1969. 
Faith is quiet sweet contentment, 
Faith is love that's shed abroad, 
Faith is life's supreme fulfillment, 
Faith is fellowship with God. 
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BILLY GREY 

Billy Grey originally came from Ireland. He first 
settled in Ontario, and then came to Manitoba and 
homesteaded on NW 2-4-l3. Around 1917-1918 he 
retired, and moved into Glenora. He lived there until he 
passed away in 1947-1948. 

HENDERSON AND CLARA GROUT 
FAMILY 

Mona, Mrs. Swail, Sidney, Melvin and Henderson. 

Henderson and Clara, lived on the Geo. Stratford 
farm, four and a half miles from Greenway. The farm 
was next to the Johnson farm, between Greenway and 
Glenora. Henderson and Clara bought the farm in 1918 
or 1919 after the war, when prices were high and returns 
small. They lived on the farm for four or five years, until 
1922-1923. 

Three children, Mona, Sidney and Melvin, were born 
there. The children attended Zephyr School where two 
teachers were Lillian Lodge and Mary Thompson Forbes. 

They attended the Greenway Church and helped in the 
building of Greenway Hall, a town social building where 
families, including babies, attended the dances. A real 
community social meeting place, which lost its rural 
friendliness when cars became the mode of travel and 
liquor and strangers invaded the weekly dances. 

After leaving Zephyr School, Mona attended Baldur 
High School. Mr. Fines, a real gentleman, was the 
principal. Mona boarded at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hopcraft during the week and returned home each 
weekend, either by catching the Prairie Gopher or 
travelling with the Lockerby family to the Greenway 
dances, where she would meet her parents. Henderson 
would often drive the 12 miles to Baldur and back on 
Sunday, with a team of horses in the winter. 

Henderson and Clara returned to Winnipeg. They are 
now deceased. 

Mona married A.G.S. Williams. Both were teachers 
and lived in Winnipeg. They retired to Victoria. They had 
two children, John A. and Margaret. 

Sidney H. married Effie. They had a son, Edward, and 
a daughter, Catherine. Sidney lived and farmed at Islay, 
Alta. and retired to Vermilion. He died in 1980. 

Melvin J. married Eileen Mann. They lived in St. 
Catherines and are now retired and living in Lowbanks, 
Ont. They have one son, Paul. 
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SIGURDUR AND THORBJORG 
GUDBRANDSON FAMILY 

Thorbjorg and Sigurdur on their 50th wedding anniversary in 1945. 

Gudjon Jonsson and his wife Arnleif and their three 
daughters came from Breidal in Sudurmula district, 
Iceland, in the year 1887. They were looking for greener 
pastures. 

They settled on their homestead seven and one-half 
miles northeast of Baldur. They started living in a log 
house. The farming was started with a pair of oxen and a 
couple of cows and a few chickens. When they were able, 
they bought a horse and buggy for travelling. When their 
three small girls started school, they went to Bru, three 
miles away. There were no churches in those days. People 
worshipped in their homes. 

Thorbjorg, the oldest daughter, married Sigurdur 
Gudbrandson on Dec. 2, 1895. He came from Firdi Mula 
district in Iceland. Shortly after they were married, they 
moved to Qu' Appelle, Sask. and stayed there until 1905, 
when they moved back to Manitoba and settled on 
Gudjon's farm and lived there the rest of their· lives. 
Gudjon had just finished building a timber house when 
they came back. Sigurdur started farming with horses. 

On Sigurdur and Thorbjorg's 50th wedding an
niversary, Dec. 2, 1945, the Bru district people helped 
them to celebrate with a lovely lunch and gifts. Both 
Sigurdur and Thorbjorg are deceased. 

All four of Sigurdur and Thorbjorg's children were 
born in Saskatchewan. Their two boys, Gunnlauger and 
Kristinn, are deceased. Their two daughters, Gudny and 
Runa Skaftfeld, live in Winnipeg. 

The family all belonged to the Frikirkju congregation. 

LILJA GUDMUNDSON 

Lilja (Lily) Ingibjorg Kristofersdottir was born in 
1851, in Iceland, the daughter of Kristofer Andresson 
and Sigurveig Sigurdursdottir. Her brothers, Sigurdur 
and Hernit Christopherson, had been living in Canada, in 
Argyle, for several years, when Lily, with her remaining 
brothers, sisters and mother, immigrated to Argyle, in 
1893. 



Lilja 

On Aug. 5, 1895, Lily married Barney Josephson. 
They rented SE 29-5-14, where they made their home. 
That fall, while Barney was working on Card's threshing 
outfit, he contracted pneumonia. He never recovered, 
and died in December, 1895. 

Shortly after 1900, Lily married Hans Vilhjalmer 
Gudmundson (Goodmanson). Hans worked as a 
labourer and they made their home in Baldur. 

On July 31, 1909, Lily died accidently. She is buried in 
the Grund Cemetery. 

Hans later married Thorbjorg Halldorsdottir and they 
had three children. Hans died in 1924, and is buried in the 
Grund Cemetery. 

KRISTJAN AND MALMFRIDUR 
GUDNASONFAMILY 

Krist jan Gudnason was born in 1865, and came to 
Canada from Myvatnasveit, Iceland in 1893 with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gudni Jonsson, his sister, Kristin, 
and four brothers, Jon, Sigurdur, Paul and Peter. They 
settled in the R.M. of Argyle. 

Krist jan married Malmfridur Josafatdottir. They 
farmed on SW 35-5-14 until 1908. They then moved to 
Baldur where he worked at odd jobs till blindness forced 
his retirement. 

In 1905, they took into their care a foster daughter, 
Kristrun Gudmundson who was born in 1903, and was 
the daughter of Howardur and Kristrun Gudmundson. 
She was born at Lundar. Kristrun attended Baldur 
School and in 1928, she married Jon Breidal. Following 
the death of Malmfridur in 1931, Krist jan hired a 
housekeeper, Thorun Vopni. Thorun had a daughter, 
Marlin, (Mrs. Ed Desrochers). 

Krist jan died in 1956. 

PAUL AND GUDNY GUDNASON 
FAMILY 

Paul was born in Maskoti, Reykadal, Iceland, on June 

6, 1883. He came to Argyle with his parents, Gudni 
Jonsson and Sigridur in 1893. 

In 1905 Paul and his brother John went to Kandahar, 
returning in 1908 to his father's farm, NW 35-5-14. 

Paul and Gudny on their wedding day, Feb. 14, 1910. 

Paul's wife, Gudny, was born on Dec. 25, 1884, at 
Westlinne, now Emerson. She was Jon Jonsson and 
Arnfridur Petursdottir's daughter. Gudny came to 
Argyle at an early age with her parents and sister, Erlina 
Ingibjorg and settled on their homestead, NE 6-6-14, in 
1886. 

Paul and Gudny were married on Feb. 14, 1910. Paul 
farmed for nine years, until his health failed and he was 
not able to do hard labour, so hired help was required. In 
1924 he purchased a house in Baldur on Carrie Street. 
The family moved in for a few years, returning to the 
farm when the boys, at a very young age, started far
ming. 

Paul and Gudny celebrated their silver anniversary on 
Feb. 14, 1935, when relatives and friends gathered at 
their home to celebrate the happy occasion. Paul passed 
away very suddenly the next year, Feb. 15, 1936. Gudny 
remained on the farm with her family until 1945, when 
she retired to her home in Baldur. She had a great love 
for her plants and flower garden, where she spent many 
hours. When the Argyle Lodge opened, she became a 
resident there for three years, passing away on Jan. 14, 
1973, after a short illness. 

Paul and Gudny had seven children. 
J onina died in 1926. 
John (see John Gudnason history). 
Dori (see Dori Gudnason history). 
Sigrun (Runa) was born in July, 1914, on the home 

farm close to Baldur. She attended Hola and Baldur 
Schools. In May, 1936, she married James A. 
Gowanlock, youngest son of Minnie and Adam 
Gowanlock of Glenboro. They had a quiet wedding at the 
home of Rev. and Mrs. Clark Lawson in Winnipeg, a 
former minister of the Glenboro United Church and a 
close friend of the Gowanlock family. Two of Jim's 
nephews came to live with them the year they built their 
new home in 1949. Ron for two years, and Wayne for 
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Jim and Runa. 

eight years. Jim and Runa farmed near Glenboro until 
1974, and remained in their farm home for six more 
years. They sold the farm to Ron Gowanlock in 1980, 
and moved to Glenboro, to a suite in the Duncan Place 
Apt. 

Susan, Nick, Ruby, and Stephen. 

Ruby Lillian was born in March, 1917, at the home 
farm near Baldur. She took her education at Antonius 
and Baldur Schools. She enjoyed Icelandic classes on 
Wednesday evenings when she learned to read and write 
in Icelandic. She has fond memories of Mildred 
Bateman's choir practices and the music festivals, where 
they did very well. For Ruby, confirmation in the 
Lutheran Church was of great significance in her life. 
She, like so many young people, enjoyed nature. She 
went to Winnipeg where she was employed for many 
years at the T. Eaton Co. In 1938 she married Nicholas 
Olnick, who then was employed by Picardy's. They built 
a new home in Charleswood. They were blessed with two 
children, a daughter, Susan Patricia (Mrs. John Fulton), 
and a son, Stephen. Nick and Ruby have spent the winter 
in Texas for several years. 

Sylvia Kristine was born in July, 1920. She attended 
Hola School and Baldur Collegiate. After attending 
business college, she worked in the Bank of Nova Scotia 
in Winnipeg until she married Kenneth Thomas Mason of 
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Sylvia and Hilmer. 

Eriksdale, Man. in May, 1947. They made their home in 
Vancouver, B.C., where their three children were born: 
Terrance James; Thomas Glen; and Paula Kristine. 
Sylvia and Kenneth were divorced in 1971. In June, 1978 
Sylvia married Hilmer Bernard Wetten of Burnaby. She 
has recently retired after working several years with the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Pauline married Dave Goodman (see Goodman 
history). 

JOHN AND BETTY GUDNASON 
FAMILY 

Standing: Donald and Benny. Seated: Betty and John. 

John was the elder son of Paul and Gudny Gudnason. 
He was born on April 27, 1911, at his parents' farm 
home, on land homesteaded by his grandparents in the 
Grund district. He grew up on the farm and for many 
years farmed with his family. He attended Hola and 
Baldur Schools. 

On Oct. 6, 1945, John and Bessie (Betty) Budd, 
younger daughter of Joseph and Hannah Budd of 
Glenboro, were united in marriage by Rev. Donough of 
Glenboro. They were married at Betty's parents' home 



amongst family and friends. Betty's three nieces, Esther, 
Elvena and Eleanor Wiggett were baptized after the 
wedding ceremony by the same minister. 

Betty was born on Nov. 14, 1916, at her parents' farm 
home. She received her education in the old Glenboro 
School. She worked with her parents on the farm and 
also at the Glenboro Telephone Office for some years. 

John and Betty started farming together on the NW 35-
5-14, John being the third generation of Gudnasons on 
this quarter. In the next two years they bought SE 35-5-14 
and N 36-5-14. They had a lot of bullldozing done on this 
land, which made for a lot of hard work picking roots 
and stones, getting it in readiness for crops. They milked 
cows, had beef cattle, pigs, raised chickens, turkeys and 
ducks which provided for their living and made the 
makings of lovely meals served to family, friends and 
neighbours. 

John and Betty enjoyed many good games of Icelandic 
whist with their neighbours, Ingi and Runa Johanesson. 

John served on the Grund Church and Cemetery 
boards and was also director for the Pool Elevator and 
Co-op Store. A "dream come true" was in 1949, when 
they got the hydro. 

John was very interested in all sports, fishing and 
hunting, especially deer hunting with his many friends. 

Betty belonged to the Grund Ladies Aid and she loved 
gardening and flowers for pleasure. 

On July 10, 1950, their first son, Donald John, was 
born at the Baldur Pool Elevator home, Mrs. Pearl 
Holmes being the nurse. On Oct. 10, 1953, their second 
son was born, Benny Leigh, in the Baldur Hospital. 

In 1965, John and Betty built a new barn and in 1971, 
they remodelled their old house, assisted by Ivan Scott 
and Perc Williams. 

On Nov. 27, 1971, John passed away at his farm home 
and was laid to rest in the Grund Cemetery. 

Benny and Betty continued farming until the fall of 
1975, when they moved to Baldur onto the same lot that 
their Uncle Chris Gudnason had lived. 

After moving to town, Betty worked at the Baldur 
Hospital for four years as nurse's aide and also did some 
home care for the elderly. Now she mostly works with her 
hobbies, gardening, flowers and handicrafts and she 
enjoys her grandchildren. 

Donald John attended Baldur School and Sunday 
School and was confirmed in the Lutheran Church. On 
Oct. 24, 1970, he married Tannys Christie, elder daughter 
of Bob and Oleen Christie of Glenboro. They have three 
children, Robert John, Tammy Dawn and Clint Russell. 
In 1975, Donald, Tannys and family moved onto the 
farm, Donald being the fourth generation and his 
children are the fifth generation on this farm. Donald 
farms and works for the R.M. of Argyle. The whole 
family are interested in horses and their pleasure time is 
spent training them, and on trail rides with their friends. 
The children attend Baldur School and Sunday School. 

Benny Leigh attended Baldur School and Sunday 
School. He was confirmed in the Lutheran Church. 
Benny farmed with his mother from 1971 to 1975, and 
then moved to town. He now lives on the N 36-5-14. He 
farms and works for Good Roads. He likes to curl and 
hunt in winter, fish and bowl in summer. 

DORL AND CHRISTINE GUDNASON 
FAMILY 

Dori holding Carol, and Christine holding Eric. 

Gudmundur Haldor Gudnason, better known as Dori, 
was born in the Baldur district on July 4, 1912, second 
son of Paul and Gudny Gudnason. He went to school in 
Baldur and then he and his brother started farming when 
they were very young, as their father was in poor health. 
They worked together until 1945, when their mother 
moved back to her house in Baldur and Dori bought the 
Helgi Christopherson farm, S 3-6-14. He also had the 
southwest quarter of 35-5-14, and rented another. On 
June 29, 1946, he married Christine, daughter of Hannes 
and Margaret Anderson, of Wynyard, Sask. Hannes was 
the son of Skuli Amason and his first wife, Sigridur 
Erlendsdottir, of the Bru district, and lived there until the 
age of 27, when he went to Wynyard, Sask. to take up a 
homestead in 1905. 

Dori was famous for witching for water with a willow, 
as his father before him. They never failed. 

Dori and Christine planted over a 1,000 trees around 
the yard when they came to their farm. They were tiny 
twigs, and they hoed and cultivated around them for a 
couple of years, and were lucky to get plenty of rain, so 
they didn't lose any. Dori was a trustee on the Hola 
School Board for a number of years, and when the school 
closed, he served on the Baldur School Board. 

They had two children, Carol Doreen, who was born 
on June 2, 1948, and Eric Paul, who was born on June 
27, 1950. They went to school in Baldur and attended 
Sunday School. 

Christine belonged to the Lutheran Ladies Aid in 
Baldur. She enjoys oil painting, as well as ceramics and 
cake decorating. 

Dori passed away on Feb. 28, 1961. 
Christine and the children stayed on the farm for a 

year, but sold the farm machinery and cattle by auction, 
and rented out the land. Christine bought NW 34-5-14, 
and later had it bull-dozed, as it was mostly bush and had 
been used only for pasture. Then she bought a house in 
Baldur and worked in the hospital for two years. On 
March 26, 1964, she married John Clemens Skardal, a 
widower with no children. He was very proud to get two 
teenagers all of a sudden. They helped him at the shop, 
Carol with bookkeeping after school and Saturdays, and 
Eric with mechanical work. Clemi could see that Eric was 
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Cory, Carol, Curtis, Harvey and Cathryn. 

a natural mechanic, and therefore had someone to leave 
his garage to. 

Carol graduated as a registered nurse in April, 1969, 
from the Winnipeg General Hospital, now the Health 
Sciences Centre. On May 10, 1969, she married Harvey 
Allan, oldest son of Douglas and Evelyn Dowd of 
Glenboro, Man. He farms three miles east of Glenboro, 
and Carol works in the Glenboro Hospital as a night 
nurse. They have three children; Curtis Allan, born April 
13, 1970; Cory Douglas, born Sept. 1, 1972; and Cathryn 
Doreen, born Aug. 2, 1974. 

Back Row: Dori, Ellen and Eric. Front Row: Eric Jr., Crystal and 
Amber. 

Eric lives in Baldur. He is a registered mechanic and a 
farmer. He took his course in heavy duty mechanics at 
the Assiniboine College in Brandon and the Red River 
College in Winnipeg. He inherited his step-father's 
garage (Skardal Motors), and also took over his father's 
farm and rents two other farms, in partnership with Glen 
Johnson, who also works in the garage with him. He has 
a large tow truck, so gets called out at all hours, 
especially in bad weather. He is also deputy fire chief. He 
had Clem's oil business for a year, but let it go, as it took 
too much time from the garage, and he would rather 
farm. He married Ellen-Marie, daughter of Robert and 
Essey Gray of Winnipeg,. on Nov. 10, 1970. They have 
four children: Dori Martin Paul, born Oct. 29, 1970; 
twins, Eric Allen and Crystal Fawn, born Nov. 29, 1973; 
and Amber Marrie, born Nov. 6, 1975. Ellen works in the 
Baldur Hospital as a cook. 
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THORLAKUR AND INGA GUDNASON 
FAMILY 

Thorlakur and lnga in their wedding day in 1888. 

Thorlakur was born at Kaldbak near Husavik, Iceland, 
in 1855. 

He came to Winnipeg in 1887, where he worked on the 
railroad until he moved to the Argyle Municipality in 
1889. On Dec. 31, 1888, he married Inga Gudrun 
Hrolfsdottir, a handsome 23-year old lass from Fn
joskadal. They moved to G.J. Parry's farm, N 20-6-13, 
in 1889. They both worked for local farmers in the Bru 
district for the first years. 

In 1905, they bought three quarters at 5-6-13 where the 
family worked diligently at clearing the land. There they 
erected excellent buildings. Their home was a haven to 
many a friend and strangers as well. They were noted for 
their generous hospitality. Thorlakur was a willing 
worker. In spite of many years of blindness he was still 
able to accomplish quite a few tasks. Thorlakur died Oct. 
5, 1934, and Inga Sept. 12, 1940. They were the parents 
of ten children, three of whom died in infancy. 

Vilhelm (Bill), 1890-1969, married Lily Vogen of 
Selkirk on Oct. 26, 1935. Bill farmed the home farm until 
1940, when they moved to a farm at Pleasant Point. 
Later they retired to Sidney where Bill spent his last days. 
After Bill's death Lily spent a few years in Glenboro and 
now resides in Argyle Lodge in Baldur. 

Jacob (1892-1971) fought in WWI where he was 
wounded at Vimy Ridge. He came home and bought a 
farm at 13-6-14. In 1933, he married Kristin Kristjanson 
and they farmed successfully. They had one son, Ken
neth. Both Ken and Kristin reside in Glenboro. 

Mathildur Laufey (1894) married Magnus Gunn
laugson who predeceased her on June 26, 1968. They 
adopted two children, Ellen and Lloyd. They farmed in 
the Bru district at SE 17-6-13. They then spent a few years 
in Glenboro prior to moving to Winnipeg. Mathildur 
now resides at Tuxedo Villa in Winnipeg. 

Holmgeir (1897-1953) was also in WWI where he 



was with the troops who were caught in the mustard gas 
attacks. After the war he moved to Saskatchewan to 
work as a farm hand. There he met Herborg Kristjanson 
at Wynyard. They were married in 1924, and had four 
children, Clarence, Victor, Helen and Linda. His widow 
resides in a nursing home at Wynyard. 

Steinlaug (1898-1953) married Hringur Isfeld. They 
had three children, Steingrimur, Inga and Kristin. Inga 
died June 12, 1955, at a picnic at Grund Church. (See 
Isfeld Family History.) 

Sigurdur (1901-1974) farmed for many years with his 
brother Bill, until 1937, when he married Rosa Gunn
laugson. (See S.B. Gunnlaugson History.) Sig and Rosa 
moved to Winnipeg where they resided until the fall of 
1939, when they moved back to operate 5-6-13. They left 
the farm and later resided in Glenboro. They had four 
children, identical twin girls, Lorelie and Rosalie, Sigried 
and William Lyall. 

Sigurbjorg (1908-1973) married Felix Bardarson of 
Baldur. They resided in Winnipeg until they moved to 
Riverside in California in 1959. They had one son Ronald 
Melvin. Felix predeceased his wife in 1970, and they were 
both buried at Riverside, California. 

"It behooves us to pause briefly and remember those 
who turned the virgin sod. 

The fruits of their labours, joys, and sorrows, moulded 
our rich heritage. 

May we earnestly strive to emulate their faith and 
courage. " 

JIM AND GERMAINE GUILBERT 
FAMILY 

Jim and Germaine on their wedding day in 1938. 

The name Guilbert and its variations of Gilbert, 
Gillebert, Guilleber, Guillebert, Guibert, Gislebertus, 
Gilbard, Gilbart, Gilbeart, Gillesbuert, Fitzgilbert, and 
Gilbertson is Teutonic and the bearers of these names 
have a common origin whether they be of French, 

German, Channel Island, Scot, or English background. 
The name is derived from "Villebert", a parish in the 
district of Seine et Marne in Coulommiers near Paris, 
France, and means "glowing witness" or "pledge
bright". One of the first notables of this name dates back 
to 1060, to the monk St. Gilbert, in the Province of 
Auvergne, France, who fought in the Second Crusade 
under King Louis VII. The name also appears in the 
Domesday Book which was a census commanded by 
William the Conqueror shortly after the Conquest of 
England. 

The first arrival to North America was Guillaume 
Guilbert, from Dinan, near St. Malo, France. He was a 
member of Jacques Cartier's crew during the second 
voyage of 1535-1536. It has not been determined how he 
fared with the ravishes of scurvy which befell Cartier's 
crew during that harsh winter. The next Gillesbuert was 
sent to New France in 1632, by Cardinal Richelieu as a 
member of the "Compagnie de Jesus" to help 
Christianize the Indians. There is no further 
documentation about his actual activities as a missionary, 
however it is believed he returned to France. 

The first permanent settler in New France of this name 
was a J. Gilbert. He arrived in 1646, and obtained a land 
grant at what is today the north end of the Quebec 
Bridge. 

The next attempt at permanent Guilbert settlement was 
by Michel Guilbert of La Rochelle, France, who arrived 
in 1659. He obtained a land grant on the Island of 
Montreal from Paul Chomecty Sieur de Maisonneuve. 
Unfortunately, six years later in 1666, he was taken 
prisoner by the Ouaioutronnou Indians and executed by 
burning. 

In all, five different Guilbert families settled in Canada 
between 1646 and 1782, being J. Gilbert in 1646; Jean 
Guilbert in 1680; Charles Guilbert of Lisieux, Nor
mandy, in 1720; Joseph Guilbert in 1780; and Francois 
Guilbert of Germany, in 1782. 

Germain Henry Guilbert, better known as "Jim" 
among the Anglophones and "Ti-Bleu" among the 
Francophones, was a direct descendent of Jean Guilbert 
(who settled in 1680 and farmed in the Seigneurie de La 
Chenaye, New France, the son of Antoine Guillebert and 
Jeanne Crevier of Amiens, Province of Picardy, France) 
and Marie Elizabeth Lanceleur (daughter of Rene 
Lanceleur and Isabelle Langevin of La Rochelle, 
Province of Brittany, France;) and the grandson of 
Joseph Guilbert and Marie-Julie Ledoux who settled in 
the Cypress River District from Quebec in 1884, and the 
son of Ulric Guilbert and Delina Lussier of Mariapolis, 
Man. 

Jim came from a family of 15 children and was born in 
Mariapolis, Man. He received his early education in 
Bruxelles, Man. and Swan Lake, Man., before con
tinuing on to St. Boniface College where he studied 
commerce in the twenties. He was completely conversant 
in English and French long before it was fashionable to 
be bilingual. After college he spent some time working as 
a banker for the Banque Canadienne Nationale in several 
Alberta and Saskatchewan communities including Prince 
Albert. In the mid-thirties he and his brother Hubert 
formed a partnership and farmed one of his father's 
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farms (originally the Aitken homestead) just one mile 
east and two miles south of Baldur, plus another piece of 
land (the Montague homestead) two miles east and four 
miles south of Baldur. 

In 1938, Jim married Germaine Ernestine Major, 
daughter of Phillippe Major and Rebecca Bessette of 
Glenora, Man. Shortly thereafter the partnership with 
brother Hubert was dissolved. 

One October Wednesday, Jim and Germaine obtained 
a marriage licence from Chris Vickers. Since they didn't 
own a vehicle, they were driven to Winnipeg by Alex 
Foley in his half-ton truck. The wedding ceremony was 
conducted in the early evening by Father Brunette in the 
St. Boniface College Chapel. The only others present 
were Alex Foley and a now unknown college student who 
acted as a witness. First thing next morning they 
proceeded to buy furniture at a secondhand store, loaded 
it in the half-ton, then went for a wedding picture. The 
bride didn't even have a bouquet of flowers and while 
getting the picture taken the photographer conveniently 
reached into a darkened corner, yanked out a bouquet of 
paper flowers, vigorously blew off the accumulated dust, 
handed it to Germaine - and snap! a perfect picture. They 
then drove back to Baldur in time to do the chores. 

Jim continued to work Pere Guilbert's farm and 
eventually a rental agreement was worked out. Those 
first years were difficult at the end of the depression with 
drought, grasshoppers, and very little money. Then war 
broke out and rationing was the order of the day. 
However it seems most commodities were available 
through the thriving black market which flourished even 
in such small communities as Baldur. There was no hydro 
and light was provided by mellow kerosene lamps and 
soft-hissing gasoline lanterns. In winter a rope was strung 
between house and barn to prevent getting lost from 
doing chores should a sudden blizzard strike. The old, 
grey, uninsulated clapboard farmhouse was so cold 
during winter nights that frost formed on the walls and it 
was necessary to thunk the dipper down on the frozen 
surface of the water pail for a first morning drink. 
Evening recreation consisted of reading the "Free Press 
Weekly Prairie Farmer" and the "Western Producer" or 
card playing. Family get-to-gethers were frequent, 
especially with the Majors. The arrival of a battery
operated radio suddenly opened up a whole new world of 
news and "Lux Hollywood Theatre." Travelling in 
winter was mainly by sleigh or cutter and by wagon or 
buggy in spring or muddy weather. Roads were poorly 
gravelled if gravelled at all. However, most of the time a 
car was used in good-road weather. 

Summer was a glorious time with the arrival of fresh 
garden vegetables and, as late August drew near, it was 
canning time. Then came harvest with jovial threshing 
crews and magnificent meals of fresh roasts, the yeasty 
aroma of lots of freshly baked bread with golden butter, 
thick juicy slices of tomato, cobs of sweet corn, young 
boiled potatoes, and fresh apple pie and deep chocolate 
cake. In late fall came killing time, with knives honed 
razor sharp, pigs squealing, and blood gushing into 
enamelled dishpans for making of the French-Canadian 
delicacy "boudin" or blood sausage. The carcass was 
strung on a tripod above a cauldron of boiling water, 
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dipped in, shaved, and then cut up and cured. Christmas 
drew near and the special Christmas catalogues put out 
by Eaton's and Simpson's were what dreams were made 
of. By summer the catalogues were relegated to the 
outhouse and put to practical use, a fitting end to those 
unattainable dreams! Christmas eve was an exciting time 
with midnight mass in Mariapolis sung in glorious 
medieval Latin. Mass was followed by a feast of tour
tiere, creme au sucre, and other traditional French
Canadian delicacies at "Old Man Guilbert's." 

While in college Jim was active in sports, particularly 
hockey and boxing. It is said that when he and his 
brothers made a line they were nearly invincible. His 
brother, Andy, had been recruited to play professional 
hockey, however Pere Guilbert soon put an end to such 
nonsense! There is a tale that one fine, cold, winter's day 
two fellows, who had been harassing Jim for some time, 
awaited in ambush to assault him on his way home from 
town. It is rumoured that in spite of the heavy buffalo 
coat worn by Jim, he incapacitated his opponents in the 
wink of an eye! Needless to say the harassing promptly 
stopped. 

In the fall of 1945, Jim and Germaine sold out their 
farm stock and machinery and moved into Baldur, first 
living in an old, cold house on the south side of town on 
Second St., then in the spring of 1946, moved into Art 
Hill's house on Third St. 

Jim bought out Slim Gadd's Woodworks in 1945, and 
continued the building of cutters (which were shipped 
across the Prairies), wagon boxes, water troughs, cream 
coolers, and other commodities of wood. Threshing 
machines were also repaired. Gadd's Woodworks was 
originally located on Elizabeth Ave. (it later became the 
west part of MacMillan's Store), but Jim relocated the 
business behind his residence on Third St. Along with the 
Woodworks came a salty Englishman by the name of 
George Turrel. This developed into a long, friendly 
relationship and Old George, as he was affectionately 
called, virtually became part of the family. He remained 
until his death in 1963. By 1950, steel was becoming 
plentiful and cheap. The days of the woodworks were 
numbered and it was closed shortly thereafter. By this 
time Jim had established an insurance and real estate 
agency, which continued until his death in 1971. He 
assisted many individuals with income tax returns and 
helped champion many individual causes against 
government and corporate bureaucracy. 

The fall of 1955 saw the establishment of another 
enterprise, the Dew Drop Inn Restaurant. Those were 
hard-working but happy days, with children Norman and 
Faye working after school, weekends, and holidays. 
Remember when a nip with the works was two-bits? or 
apple pie 11 la mode 15 ¢? and a full course meal of soup, 
a t-bone steak, coffee, and that apple pie 11 la mode was a 
buck? The Dew Drop Inn was very much like Arnold's in 
"Happy Days." It was a great place to hang out for a 
couple of hours on a cold winter's night, sipping a coke 
or soda and puffing on a smoke. This is where Joan 
Dearsley smoked her first cigar! And where Jim caught 
son Norman spiking 7-Up sodas with a stiff belt of Black 
Velvet for his favorite customers! But times change, and 
the Dew Drop Inn was closed in 1964. 



Jim was also active doing a bit of farming, buying the 
Scott homestead around 1951, and farming it several 
years before selling to Cyn Lodge. He also moved several 
old farm houses into town, renovating them. All are still 
standing and lived in today. He was active as a school 
trustee for many years and also was a member of the 
hospital board until his death. 

A new house was built in 1965, along the creek on 
Second St., and the house on Third St. was sold to Earl 
Johnson. Germaine sold the new house to August 
Martens in 1971, and moved two doors down into a 
smaller home, which Jim had renovated several years 
earlier. She still lives here today. 

Jim and Germaine had two children, Norman Philip, 
born in 1940, at Mrs. Wray's Nursing Home; and Edna 
Marie Faye, born in 1945, at Mrs. Peterson's Nursing 
Home. 

Back Row: Norman and Sachiko. Front Row: Naomi and Kimi. 

Norman received his elementary and secondary 
education in Baldur Public School and later graduated 
from Manitoba Teachers' College. He then went on to 
the University of Manitoba where he received degrees in 
arts and education and to the University of Alberta where 
he received a degree in library science. He is presently 
employed with the River East School Division No.9, 
responsible for developing and administering educational 
media and school libraries. He is married to Sachiko 

Jennifer, John and Robin. Christine and Faye in front. 

Mizobuchi, daughter of Kiyoshi Mizobuchi and Sadako 
Inouye, formerly of Kochi, Japan. They have two 
daughters, Naomi, born in 1967; and Kimi, born in 1970. 

Faye received her elementary and secondary education 
in Baldur Public School and is presently employed with 
the Department of Community Services and Corrections 
of the Manitoba Government. She was previously 
married to Jack Clarke, son of Lyle and Ruby Clarke of 
Glenboro, Man. She has three children: John, born in 
1967; Christine born in 1969; and Jennifer, born in 1971. 
She divorced and later married Robin Miller of Win
nipeg. 

BRYNJOLFUR AND HALLDORA 
GUNNLAUGSON FAMILY 

Magnus, Brynjolfur, and Sigvaldi in front. Hannes, and Bjorn in the 
back. 

Karolina, Veiga, Halldora, lngibjorg, and Hannesina. 

Brynjolfur was born in 1847 at Flogu in Breiddal, son 
of Gunnlaugur Bjarnason. His mother was Helga 
Thorvardsdottir from Hoskuldstodum. Halldora, his 
wife, was born in 1856, daughter of Sigvaldi Bjornson 
and Valgerdur Bjornsdottir in Kelduhverfi. Brynjolfur 
met Halldora in Jorvik at Hoseas Bjornson's, her uncle. 
They married and both worked at Hoskuldstadarseli. 
Here their first child, Sigvaldi, was born in 1876. Due to 
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poverty in the country both from volcanic ash killing the 
sheep and being overcrowded, Brynjolfur and Halldora 
decided to go to America. Josep Sigvaldasson (Walter), 
Halldora's brother and Vilborg, Brynjolfur's sister, 
decided to go with them. Thus the little company left 
Iceland by boat and arrived in Markland, Nova Scotia in 
1878. Brynjolfur got a job felling trees at a lumber camp 
at Musquodoboit, for a dollar a day. If they thought they 
were poor in Iceland, they were even poorer in Nova 
Scotia. They lived in a house poorly chinked and little 
Sigvaldi well remembered the bears forcing their claws 
through the chinks in the logs, trying to get food or the 
occupants. He also remembered hunger, and if he was 
hungry, how hungry were his parents? With the help of 
Halldora's brothers, they moved to Winnipeg in 1881, 
probably by train to St. Paul and thence to Winnipeg. 
Two years later, in 1883, they moved to Argyle 
Municipality, homesteading SE 28-6-13. This land was 
part marsh and good pasture land. Wild geese and ducks 
abounded. A fire ravaged the prairie in the fall of 1886. 
This fire was not contained until it reached the railway 
between Cypress and Glenboro. Some farmers lost hay, 
barns and cattle. This was an awesome experience. 
Shortly after that, Brynjolfur had it in mind to move 
farther south in the district. 

It is interesting to note that when the census was taken 
in 1892, there were six people living at SE 28-6-13, 35 
acres broken, 17 acres under wheat, 3 under oats, a half 
acre of roots and vegetables, 6 cows, 10 young cattle, 4 
horses, 10 sheep, 2 swine and 50 chickens. Value $1,500, 
implements valued $410. Capital at beginning $70.00. 
Present debt $900. Total resources $3,215. Present 
$2,315. 

In 1893, Brynjolfur and Halldora homesteaded E 28-5-
13 and built a small house, two stables and a granary. 
Thus they farmed here, and by 1907, were able to build a 
large drive-in barn and in 1908, a two-storey house which 
is still occupied by the present owners. 

Brynjolfur and Halldora had 12 children of whom four 
died in infancy. 

Sigvaldi was born Aug. 18, 1876, and died January, 
1949. 

Hannesina (Mrs. Percy Bull) was born Feb. 19, 1885, 
and died October, 1918. 

Magnus was born on Sept. 11, 1888 and died in June, 
1967. Magnus (Max) married a R.M. of Argyle girl, 
Matthildur Gudnason, on Nov. 22, 1915. They lived in 
Saskatchewan for awhile, then returned. 

Bjorn (Barney) was born on Sept. 29, 1890, and lives at 
D'arcy, Sask. Barney married Viola Thompson, in July, 
1923. They raised a family of four boys and three girls: 
Edith, Haldora, Ruth, Ray, Alfred, Walter and Leo. 
Barney is enjoying good health in his 91st year. 

Karolina (P.S. Dunning) was born on Nov. 25, 1892, 
and died on May 1,1975. 

Hannes (Harry) was born on April 12, 1896, and died 
on April 6, 1954. 

Ingibjorg (Mrs. R. Hurst) was born July 28, 1898, and 
lives in Saskatoon, Sask. 

Stefania Solveig (Veiga, Mrs. Gusti Johnson) of 
Baldur. 

Their home was always open to friends and relatives, 
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and indeed, was a home at the side of the road for many a 
wayfarer. Halldora was a midwife and helped many 
families when trouble or sickness knocked at the door. 
Brynjolfur was a quiet, homeloving man whose first 
concern was for the welfare of his family. They had 
worship services in their home until Frelsis and then 
Frikirkja churches were built. 

Brynjolfur passed away Dec. 10, 1914. Harry and the 
girls helped their mother farm until 1924, when she sold 
out. In 1925, the Dunnings took over the farm. Halldora 
passed away March 24, 1941. 

HARRY AND LOTTIE GUNNLAUGSON 
FAMILY 

Harry, Joyce, Merle and Lottie. 

Siggeir Hannes (Harry) Gunnlaugson was born on 
April 12, 1896. He was the son of Brynjolfur and 
Halldora Gunnlaugson. He was born on his dad's farm, 
28-5-13, in the Thor School district. He took his 
schooling at Thor and Wolseley Schools. 

On Oct. 28, 1925, Harry married Lottie Bannerman at 
Baldur. She was the youngest daughter of George and 
Margaret Bannerman and was born in the Rosehill 
district, taking her schooling in the Rosehill School. 

When they were first married, they lived on the farm 
south of Baldur now owned by Jim Ward. Later they 
moved to Percy Harris' farm southeast of Baldur. They 
also lived for awhile in Baldur, before moving to their 
farm half a mile west and half a mile north of Baldur. 
They purchased this farm from Harry Lewis. 

In 1950, Harry and Lottie had a sale and built a new 
home on "Coffee Street" in Baldur. Harry was caretaker 
of the Agricultural Representatives office and Lottie was 
employed as a cook at the Baldur Hospital. 

On April 6, 1954, Harry passed away. The next 
summer Lottie moved to Regina and was housekeeper for 
Harry and George Stacey for the next 19 years. She 
returned to Baldur Hospital as a patient in the fall of 
1974, and passed away on December 31. 

Harry and Lottie had two children. 
Harry Merle was born in Baldur on Sept. 11, 1926. In 

1953, he married Margaret Sigurdson of Cypress River. 



They lived in Flin Flon, Carberry, Brandon and Win
nipeg. They had two girls, Kathy and Trudy, and two 
boys, Allen and Carl. Margaret passed away on Oct. 14, 
1977. Merle now resides in Winnipeg and works for 
Domtar as a steam engineer. On June 16, 1979, he 
married Irene Green of Winnipeg. 

Lottie Joyce was born on April 16, 1929. On June 4, 
1949, she married Frank Parsonage and they live on a 
farm at Greenway. They have five daughters, Bev, Linda, 
Val, Shirley and Heather. 

Merle and Joyce took their schooling at Baldur 
Elementary and High Schools. They all attended the 
Baldur United Church. 

SIGVALDI GUNNLAUGSON (WALTER) 

Sigvaldi and Gudrun on their wedding 
day in 1908. 

Sigvaldi Walter was born Aug. 18, 1876 at 
Hoskuldstadaseli in Sudur Mulasyslu, Iceland, to 
Brynjolfur and Halldora Gunnlaugson. He came to 
Canada with his parents in 1878, first to Markland, N.S., 
then to Winnipeg, and in 1883 to Argyle Municipality. 
He worked on his father's farm until he married Gudrun 
Isleifsdottir on Dec. 3, 1908. 

Gudrun was born July 22, 1874, at Nedri-Glera, close 
to Akureyri, Iceland. her parents were Isleifur and Rosa 
Svanlaugsdottir. Her first husband, Jon Josephson, a 
fisherman, had drowned when his boat capsized in the 
fjord. She came to Canada with two of her children, 
Fridrik, born Oct. 24, 1895, and Olina born May 3, 1898. 
They arrived in Canada in July, 1902, first to Winnipeg, 
and then to Argyle Municipality. 

Walter and Gudrun lived with his parents until 1909, 
when Walter had a house and barn built on his farm, W 
28-5-13. He later acquired E 32-5-13 and SE 27-5-13. 
Their children were all born at the farm: Halldora born 
Dec. 3, 1909, (see Royden Mitchell); Rosa born May 17, 
1911, (see Sig. Gudnason); Brynjolfur, (Ben) born July 7, 
1912; Valgerdur (Vala) born Dec. 15, 1913, (see Ami 
Bjornson); Hansina (Sena) born April 27, 1915, (retired 
school teacher); Fridrik (Fred) born Oct. 5, 1917; and 

Back Row: Sena, Dora, Ben, Rosa and Vala. Front Row: Sigvaldi, 
Fred, Matt and Gudrun. 

Matthias (Matt) born April 9, 1921. 
They attended the Lutheran Frikirkja at Bru. If for 

some reason they could not attend, the scriptures were 
read, and hymns sung, especially during Lent, the 
Passion story was read each evening. From this very rich 
environment in their humble home, the parents guided 
their children faithfully, to enable them to face an un
certain future and any crisis in their lives. 

This large family had many good times together at 
home and with neighbours, tobogganing, skating, 
playing ball, card playing and parties. They learned to 
dance at home to the old gramaphone and later at Thor 
School dances. They also remember the hard times of the 
thirties; when they fought grasshoppers, drought and 
rust. Despite this, they were never hungry. 

They sold the farm to Adolphe DeBaets in 1948. 

Private Fred Josephson and his Mother Gudrun 
Gunnlaugson. 

Walter passed away on Jan. 30, 1949. Gudrun passed 
away Feb. 9, 1950, having lived only three months in her 
new home in Baldur. Their remains rest in Baldur 
Cemetery. 
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Fridrik Josephson (Fred) enlisted in 1916, with 222nd 
Battalion, went overseas, and paid the supreme sacrifice 
at Arras, France, Sept. 3, 1918. He was a personable, 
kindly young man, who was loved by all who came to 
know him. 

Olina Josephson spent several years with her mother 
and step-father helping raise their children, until she 
married John Johnson, a farmer at Piney, Man., in 1920. 
They moved to Winnipeg in the early 1940's. They had 
eight children: Sigmar, Valdine, Sigga, Carl, Laura, 
Margaret, Harold and Rosemary. Olina's husband 
predeceased her. She passed away Oct. 16, 1975. 

Matt, Florence, Brian and Gordon. 

The sale of the family farm in 1948 left Matt looking 
for a new way of life. With an opening with the 
municipality he started operating a mower which was the 
beginning of a career in equipment that lasted some 25 
years. From 1948 to 1950, he worked for the municipality 
of Argyle, then in 1951 he purchased a loader, doing road 
work and later land clearing until 1954. 

In April of 1954, he married Florence Saunders in 
Thunder Bay, Ont. They lived in Baldur for a few months 
then moved to Winnipeg where they continue to make 
their home. Once again, Matt became involved in heavy 
construction, owning and operating Gradalls, later a 
heavy trucking firm and a concrete firm. He continued 
this until 1976, selling out in order to pursue a new in
terest that he had started in 1974. From then to the 
present time, he is engaged in concrete and steel con
servation, operating Groundstar Systems Ltd. The 
company works in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and 
northwestern Ontario, repairing water dams, oil tanks 
and at the present they are restoring the concrete at the 
San Antonio Gold Mine in Bissett, Man. Matt and 
Florence had two children. 

In December of 1955, Brian Earl was born. 
Gordon Arthur was born in May, 1960. 
Frederick Joseph Gunnlaugson was born Oct. 5, 1917, 

on 28-5-13 at Baldur, Man. He received his education at 
Thor School. He joined the air force in 1941, and married 
Josephine Trottier Feb. 12, 1943. After discharge from 
the air force in 1945, he worked for Manitoba Pool 
Elevators at Beresford and Wawanesa, and took over the 
Pool Elevator at Landseer from 1946 to 1954, when he 
worked for Anglo-Canadian Oils at Boissevain until 
1957. Fred and Josie moved to Portage La Prairie, where 
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Left to Right: At Fred and Josie's 25th Wedding Anniversary. Russell, 
JoAnn, Fred, Josie, Daneta, afriend, Gloria, Terry, Susan. 

Fred became sales representative with Anglo, later 
Royalite Oil and now Gulf Oil. In 1966, they moved to 
Brandon and he travelled for Gulf Oil until 1969. Fred 
and Josie took over the Gulf Restaurant at Virden until 
1975. They then moved to Brandon where Fred sold for 
Pioneer Life Assurance and Pioneer Trust. Now Fred 
works for the Manitoba Motor League. Fred and Josie 
both sell real estate. Fred and Josie make their home at 
Clear Lake in summer and winter in the south. They have 
four children: JoAnn (Mrs. Russel McCabe); Gloria 
(Mrs. Elgin Keeling); Terrance, and Daneta (Mrs. 
Hartley Marr). 

BEN AND RETA GUNNLAUGSON FAMILY 

Benny, Rose-Reta, Reta, Ben, Loa, James. 

Ben Gunnlaugson was born to Walter and Gudrun 
Gunnlaugson in July, 1912. He farmed the grandparents' 
farm, E 28-5-13, from 1940 to 1947. He married Reta 
Spencer on Nov. 3,1942, in Winnipeg. 

Reta had one child, Carolyn Spencer, by a previous 
marriage. Carolyn took her schooling at Thor School, 
Baldur and Winnipeg. She taught one term at Bru. She 
now resides in Winnipeg and is working for Cancer 
Research as a Medical Secretary. 

There were four children born to Ben and Reta. 
Gudrun Margaret (Loa) was born on Oct. 19, 1943 in 



Mrs. Peterson's nursing home. She took her schooling in 
Baldur, Holland and Virden. She married Lewis Mon
teith of Virden on July 3, 1965. They have two children, 
Cherilyn and Howard. Lewis is a pilot. Loa creates her 
own designs in Tiffany glass. 

Rose-Reta was born in Mrs. Peterson's nursing home 
in Baldur on Dec. 19, 1944. She schooled in Baldur, 
Glenboro, Holland and Virden. She became a beautician, 
had her own beauty shop in Virden and Brandon. She 
married Bob Delorme in Brandon in 1970. Their children 
are: Jacqueline by a former marriage, born in Virden, 
Man.; Aaron James born in Sackville, N.S.; Aaloni born 
at Comox, B.C. Bob is a security officer. Rose-Reta has a 
restaurant, 'Rose's Pantry', in Comox, B.C. where they 
reside. 

Sigvaldi James was born on March 6, 1946, also at 
Mrs. Peterson's nursing home in Baldur. On Aug. 16, 
1968, Jim married Colleen Bridgett of Virden, Man. 
They have three children, twin girls Angi and Marni and 
a boy, Brenton James. Colleen keeps occupied with 
school and community projects. Jim has his own Gradall 
Services business. They reside in Lethbridge, Alta. 

Ben Douglas was born in Holland, Man. on Dec. 16, 
1947. He married Donna Alexander of Lenore, Man. in 
October, 1968. Ben and Donna also had twin girls, Jill 
and Jessica, and another girl, Dyan. In 1980, the family 
moved to Kamloops, B.C. Ben is employed by B.C. 
Forestry. He also became a skilled log house builder. 

RENE AND ELSIE HACAULT FAMILY 

Rene and Elsie moved to their farm, four miles south 
of Cypress River, after they were married in 1976. Rene 
was originally from Bruxelles, Man. and bought land 
here to settle with his wife. 

They had two little girls. The first, Ginette, was born in 
1976. The second, Theresa, was born in 1978. 

BURLEY AND ALICE HAINSTOCK 
FAMILY 

The Hainstock family first arrived in Manitoba in the 
late 1890's, from Wingham, Ont. They settled in the 
Cypress River area where brothers Orville and Lloyd and 
three sisters remained. The sisters were Maud, who 
married Lisk Campbell; Cassie who married Billy 
Townsend, and Ida who married Billy Ruston. 

William Burley left Cypress River to homestead in the 
Carnduff area of Saskatchewan and it was there he took 
his bride, Alice Forbes. Alice and Burley had four 
children: Evelyn Gertrude, Hazel Blanche, Gordon 
Forbes, and William Goodwin (Jim). 

In 1917, Burley, Alice and family returned to Argyle 
Municipality and bought three quarters of land from 
Bilie Houston. The buildings on SW 16-4-13 were three 
miles north and one mile west of Glenora. 

Evelyn Gertrude taught school at Zephyr, married 
Dunc McCallum and they continue to farm at Rathwell. 

Blanche Aldcraft resides in the Senior Citizen's Home 
in Treherne. She had two children: Bill and Gail. 

Gordon married Velma Clark, only daughter of Jack 
and Nellie Clark who were very colourful Argyle citizens. 
Gordon and Velma farmed a short time in this area and 
have retired in Maryfield, Sask. They had two sons, 
Garry and Wade. Wade is a teacher and lives near 
Hazeldell. Gordon and Velma have five grandchildren. 

Jim married Sally Edkins, farmed in Argyle 
Municipality for a few years and now resides in Prince 
Albert, Sask. They had three sons and one daughter: 
twins, Bob and Clayton, Clair and Jerri Lynn. Clayton 
operates a men's clothing store in Swift Current, Sask. 
Bob is a farm journalist in Winnipeg, Clair is a banker in 
Toronto and Jerri-Lynn is a teacher in Calgary. Jim and 
Sally have four grandchildren. 

JON AND GUDRUN HALLDORSSON 
FAMILY 

Gudrun and Jon. 

Jon Halldorsson was born at Thingvallasveit, Iceland, 
in 1857. 

In 1880, he married Gudrun Sigridur Kaprasiusdottir. 
Gudrun was born in 1854, at Reykjavik, Iceland. 

They came to Canada in 1886, via Gimli, moving on to 
settle on SE 36-5-13 in Argyle Municipality. 

Jon took services at church when a pastor was not 
available in the area. 

They had eight children, four died in childhood and are 
buried at Glenboro. 

Kristjana was born July 12, 1881, in Iceland. 
Lally was born in Argyle about 1889, and died on Oct. 

10,1953. 
Konrad was born on the farm in the R.M. of Argyle 

about 1885. He died in the war in 1917. 
Peter Frederick was born in 1893, in the R.M. of 

Argyle. He married Helga Valgerdur Gudmunson in 
January, 1919. Her family was from Glenboro. 

Jon and Gudrun moved to Sinclair, Man., in 1899, and 
to Langruth about 1923. 

Gudrun died in 1934, and Jon in 1937. 
They were buried in Big Point Cemetery at Langruth. 
Jon and Gudrun's great-granddaughter Connie-Lee 

Sveinson (granddaughter of Peter) lives at Cypress River. 
She is married to Kerry Sveinson and they farm SE 26-6-
13. 
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THE STORY OF A CRAFTSMAN 
BYRING AND BORGA 

HALLGRIMSON FAMILY 

Byring and Borga. 

From as simple an item as a rolling pin, to a hand
carved clock shelf or pulpit, to the impressive structure of 
a church, or the sturdy houses still standing in the Grund 
district, nothing was too difficult for this man's talented 
hands. 

Byring was born in Iceland, April 8, 1853. There he 
learned woodworking and carpentry and went to Den
mark for further training in this craft. On Dec. 20, 1883 
in the Argyle Municipality, he married Borga 
Kristofersdottir who was 'born Sept. 21, 1866. The 
wedding was held at her brother's home in Grund with 
Rev. 'Hoskins as minister. Their first home was in 
Winnipeg, where Byring worked on the building of the 
city hall on the corner of Main and Market. He wasn't at 
all impressed by the construction work done on the 
building and declared it would never stand up. A few 
weeks after completion, true to Byring's prediction, the 
new city hall tumbled to the ground! 

In 1888, Byring and Borga bought SW 15-6-14, where 
they farmed and there was much demand in the area for 
his trade, often working with another excellent carpenter, 
Ami Sveinsson. 

Byring and Borge had six children. 
Twin girls died at birth. 
Carrie was born May 27, 1887 and died Dec. 27, 1972. 

She married Jacob Helgason. They had one son, named 
for his grandfather, Byring, born Feb. 23,1921. 

Emil was born Dec. 11, 1889. He died Oct. 3, 1976. He 
farmed his father's farm with his brother Edwin. He 
never married. 

Sigrun Lilja was born May 28, 1892. She married Eric 
Hall and lived at Dauphin. They had one son, Alvin and 
one daughter, Elva Oriis, who died at the age of two. 
Sigrun died Sept. 25, 1967. 

Edwin Peter was born March 12, 1897. He died Aug. 
31,1976. He never married. 

When Borga passed away April 2, 1923, Byring 
continued living with his sons. Eventually his daughter 
Carrie and her small son moved in with them to keep 
house. Young Byring attended Hecla School, later going 
out to work for neighbours and also helping his uncles at 
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home. As a teenage boy he was, of course, interested in 
cars and soon became the proud owner of a "Chevy"! 

Eventually the elder Byring was afflicted with "palsy" 
- the talented hands were no longer steady enough to 
make beautiful and useful things. His health gradually 
deteriorated and he passed away Feb. 11, 1941. 

Carrie and young Byring moved to Vancouver in 1945, 
where Byring met and later married, on Oct. 8, 1949, 
Rose Macher from Austria. They have four children. 
Carrie was gradually losing her sight and she made her 
home with them. 

Emil and Edwin continued farming and batching until 
they died. They enjoyed old friends and neighbours 
stopping by for a visit and a "political" argument. They 
had two cats. In their own words, "The female is quite 
skittish and silly" - they called her Judy LaMarsh. "The 
male is a very smart and crafty cat" - they called him 
Diefenbaker - which might tell us something of their 
politics! 

REV. FRIDRIK AND BENTINA 
HALLGRIMSON FAMILY 

Halli, Rev. Fridrik, Mrs. Hallgrimson, Thora, Ellen, Gusta and Esther. 

Rev. Fridrik Hallgrimson was born in Reykjavik, 
Iceland, in 1872. His parents were Rev. Hallgrimur 
Sveinsson, serving in the Lutheran Cathedral in Reyk
javik, and later bishop, and his wife Elina of Danish 
origin. 

Rev. Hallgrimson was educated in Iceland and Den
mark. He then served as a pastor in Iceland until he came 
to Argyle in 1903, where he served until 1925. On his 
return to Iceland he served in the cathedral in Reykjavik 
as well as being a professor in a university. He also served 
on the radio broadcasting system as a representative of 
the church, which is a state church. He was knighted in 
the Order of the Falcon. Rev. Hallgrimson was secretary 
of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod in North America from 
1906-1925, and published at least six books including 
children's books, one of them in Danish. 

In 1918, he recorded the names of all the people of 
Icelandic origin in Argyle and South Cypress. He used a 
loose-leaf system with one sheet for each family. The 
information on each sheet included dates of birth, and 
death, when they came from Iceland and when they 
settled in the area. The Argyle Lutheran Parish is in 



possession of this book, and care should be taken that it 
remains intact. 

In 1900, Rev. Hallgrimson married Bentina Bjorn
sdottir, daughter of a prominent farmer at Bulandsnes, 
and his wife Thorun Eiriksdottir. Thorun came to 
Canada and lived with the Hallgrimsons for some time. 

Rev. and Bentina Hallgrimson's children are: Ellen 
Marie in Reykjavik; Thora in Toronto; Hallgrimur 
(Halli), manager of Shell Oil Co. in Iceland; Augustina 
(Gusta), now deceased; and Esther, who lives in England. 

Bentina Hallgrimson was a very capable and pleasant 
person of considerable accomplishment. She taught a 
class of young ladies painting, and also had a class in 
sewing and embroidery, including hard anger . She taught 
Sunday School and was superintendent of Immanuel for 
some time. Rev. and Bentina Hallgrimson are now 
deceased. 

THORSTEINN AND 
VAL GERDUR HALLGRIMSON 

Valgerdllr and Steini. 

Thorstein, Steini, was born in Gardar, N. Dakota, 
April 1, 1884. His parents were Thorsteinn Hallgrimson, 
born at Vik in Flateyjardal, Iceland in 1844, and Ingunn 
Jonatansdottir, who died in Gardar, N.D. on May 16, 
1892. His father moved the family to New Iceland in the 
fall of 1900, to a homestead west of Geysir (near Ar
borg). They moved their cattle and equipment by rail and 
Steini tells a story of their overnight stay in Winnipeg 
stock yards. Early in the morning Steini milked his two 
cows and had given his dog a drink when a yard cop 
arrived, took the dog's cup, and had a wonderful drink of 
milk. Steini had to drive the cattle from Winnipeg up the 
lake shore to the homestead. They rented a house and 
worked on the homestead from there. 

Steini was a talented carpenter. Soon he moved to 
Winnipeg to follow his trade. There he met Valgerdur 
Thorbjorg Walter, who was born June 13, 1891, in 
Gardar, N. Dakota. Their honeymoon was a trip to 
Argyle to the Bru district where Steini had bought a one
half section earlier, W 28-6-13, which had been 
homesteaded by Jon Hjalmarson, in 1884. A log house 
and addition were on the farm, they lived in it until one 
January morning in 1928, in the midst of a blizzard that 

cancelled school, the house met a quick end. 
Steini and Vala and one son Bjorn were up having 

breakfast when Inga came into the kitchen to report the 
stovepipes on the heaters were red. Moments later, fire 
was smoldering the logs. Although neighbours saw the 
smoke and came to help, the house burned completely. 
Everyone was safe. There were 10 children at that time. 
The family split up that winter going to different 
neighbours. 

Steini put his carpentry skills to use and erected a 
lovely two-storey farm home that summer. Bjorn and his 
family live there now. 

Steini contributed much to the Bru district. He was 
instrumental in establishing Oliver School district No. 
1766, and building of the school house in 1915. He was 
secretary-treasurer for 30 years. He also helped establish 
rural route mail delivery in the area. 

Steini and Vala were top members in Bru Lutheran 
Church congregation, where he served on the council for 
many years. She was a member of the Bru Ladies' Aid. 

Back Row: Hannes, Bjorgvin, Lindal, Bjorn, Joe. Front Row: Kristine, 
Sigga, Bjorg, Dora, Sigrlln, lnga. 

Steini and Vala raised 12 children. 
Ingibjorg (lnga) was born May, 1913. She was a 

seamstress and worked for Maxwell Original, in Win
nipeg. She married Joseph Grenier. They had a boy and a 
girl and live in Edmonton. 

Sigrun, born on July 25, 1914, was a registered nurse, 
trained in Carman Hospital. She married Arthur Miller 
and had two boys and one girl. They live in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Joseph (Joe), born Oct. 18, 1915, was a First Class 
Mechanic. Joe enlisted in the R.C.A.F. in 1942, in 
Winnipeg, as an Aero-Engine Mechanic, trained in 
Winnipeg, St. Thomas, and Brandon for manning and 
was stationed at Brandon No. 12 SFTS and served 
overseas at Skipton-on-Swale, England and at Odenburg, 
Germany. He worked on Lancaster bombers in England. 
When he returned, he worked in Edmonton, Alta., and in 
Culbertson, Montana. He married Beatrice Benson. They 
have one boy and three girls. They live in Culbertson, 
Montana. 

Bjorn "Barney" farms W 28, N 29, NE 17, part of SE 
32 all land is in 6-13. He was born Nov. 8, 1916. He 
enlisted in the R.C.A.F. in Winnipeg in 1942, as an aero-
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engine mechanic. He trained in Winnipeg, St. Thomas, 
and Toronto for manning. He was stationed in Debert, 
and worked on Typhon Aircraft, a fighter bomber. He 
married Rowena E. Richmond Anderson, in March, 
1953. They live on the home farm, SW 28-6-13 in 
Argyle. Their children are: Lenore Peggy Elizabeth 
Anderson (Rowena's daughter) who married Ken 
Sigurdson. Vera Ann, born Dec. 9, 1953; Ruth Joan, 
born July 24, 1955 and died Nov. 20, 1955; Robert 
(Robbie) born Dec. 5, 1956; Sandra, born May 5, 1960. 

Lindal was born Dec. 2, 1917, farmed N 20-6-13 until 
he retired. He married Emma Olson from Kuroki, Sask. 
They have two boys and three girls. They live in Glen
boro. 

Halldora (Dora) born July 26, 1919, is a registered 
Nurse. She trained in Carman Hospital. She married Ted 
Enns, from Winkler. They had three boys. Ted died May 
29, 1964. Dora married Allan O'Hara. They adopted one 
boy and live in Surrey B.C. 

Bjorg, born Oct. 2, 1920, was a secretary and worked 
in Winnipeg for a box company. She married Henry 
Grenier and had nine children, five boys and four girls. 
She and Henry were divorced. She then married Chris 
Johnson and they live in Ashern, Man. 

Sigridur (Sigga), born Aug. 9, 1922, married Russell 
Hanslip. They had six children, three boys and three 
girls. They are divorced. Sigga lives in Winnipeg. 

Kristin was born Dec. 17, 1925. She was a hairdresser 
and worked in Winnipeg, Jasper, Bermuda, and Seattle, 
Washington. She married Robert Bakerink, and had two 
girls. They are divorced. Kristin now lives in Langley, 
B.C. 

Bjorgvin, born Dec. 21, 1927, was christened Bjorgvin 
Herman Magnus Isfeld. He changed his name to 
Bjorgvin Hallgrimson in 1948. He drove a gravel truck in 
Manitoba and worked for a steel company in Vancouver, 
B.C. He married Shirley McLeod from Stockton, Man. 
They had a girl and a boy. Shirley died March 22, 1977. 
Bjorgvin now lives in Vancouver, B.C. 

Hannes, born Jan. 12, 1930, graduated from 
University of Manitoba, in Agriculture. He worked in 
North Dakota and Minnesota, U.S.A. He married Carol 
Dennison from Roger, N. Dak. They have four children 
and live in Culbertson, Montana. 

Edwin, born Dec. 14, 1932 died Aug. 12, 1953, from 
polio. 

Linda! and Emma on their wedding day in 1945. 
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LINDAL AND EMMA HALLGRIMSON 
FAMILY 

Lindal is the fifth oldest of the family of Thorsteinn 
and Valgerdur Hallgrimson. He lived with his parents, 
helping with the farm operations until 1945. 

On July 24, 1956, he married Emma Olson, a teacher 
from Kuroki, Sask., who taught at Oliver School for the 
1944-1945 term. They moved to a farm one half mile west 
of his parent's farm. This farm N 20-6-13, was 
homesteaded by one of the first pioneer settlers of the 
district, Mr. G.J. Parry, who passed away sometime in 
the early 1940's. 

Lindal and Emma had seven children, five of them are 
still living. A baby girl born in 1946, is deceased, a baby 
boy born in 1948, is deceased. 

Gloria lives in Vulcan, Alta. She is an R.N. and is 
married to Marshall Laughlin. They have one son and 
two daughters. 

Patricia is also an R.N. and works as head nurse in 
Obstetrics in Grace Hospital in Winnipeg. 

Donald is a carpet layer and is working in White Rock, 
B.C. 

Rodney is employed by Selkirk Wood Industries in 
Winnipeg. He is married to Lourdes Torres. 

Coreen is employed as clerk secretary by Manitoba 
Hydro in Winnipeg. She is married to Glen Ternowetsky. 

In 1975, Lindal and Emma rented their farm, and 
moved to Glenboro in 1976. Since then, they have sold 
the farm to Dennis Lecoq and continue to make their 
home in Glenboro. 

THORSTEIN HALLGRIMSON FAMILY 

The family name of Hallgrimson originates from 
"Hallgrimur Hallgrimsson" also known as "Hallgrim 
the one-handed." Hallgrimur was lost at sea in 1873. 

Hallgrimur's son Thorstein (1844-1936) immigrated to 
Canada from Vik, Flateyardal, in northern Iceland. He 
and his wife, Arnfridur Jonsdottir, landed in Halifax, in 
1873, where Arnfridur died giving birth to their child. 

The same year, Thorstein moved to Rousseau, 
Muskoka County, in Ontario. He married Ingunn 
Jonatonsdottir Lindal. They had two sons; Jonaton 
Asgier, born in 1877, and Benedict T. who was born in 
1878, and passed away in 1910. They moved to Gardar, 
North Dakota, in 1881. Here they had two more sons; 
Lindal J. (1882-1968), and Thorstein 1. (1884-1967), 
before Ingunn died, in 1884. 

Thorstein married Elisabet Hallgrimssdottir Helgason 
(1877-1946) in July, 1894, at Gardar. They had two sons; 
Sigurdur (1895-1971) and Hallgrimur B. (1899-1963). 

Thorstein loved music. One day, he and Asgier went to 
Gardar with intentions of buying a team of horses and 
came home with an organ instead. 

The family, organ in tow, moved to Arborg, Man., in 
1900, via train and barge. Their last child, Ingunn 
Elisabet, (Mrs. Oli Olafson), was born in Arborg in 1908. 

In 1919, the family moved to Argyle and settled in the 
Bru district. From there they moved to the Grund area in 
1925. 



J onaton "Asgier" married Gudfinna "Kristjana", 
born in 1888, on Aug. 28, 1912. She was the daughter of 
Arni and Gudrun Helga Sveinsson. Before her marriage, 
Kristjana taught at the Thor and Frey schools. Asgier and 
Kristjana moved to Edmonton, where Asgier entered into 
a partnership to open a silent movie theatre, the 
"Dreamland". Asgier played violin in an orchestra to 
accompany the movies. While in Edmonton, they had 
two children; Helga Ingunn born in 1915 (present name 
Helene Hall), and Albert Oscar, (born in 1917). The 
family moved to Winnipeg around 1921. Asgier played in 
an orchestra at the Rialto Theatre for a short time. The 
family then moved to Los Angeles, California, where 
Asgier pursued his musical career. In 1923, Asgier died 
and the family moved back to Manitoba. Kristjana died 
in 1971, and is buried at Grund Cemetery. 

Albert Oscar Hallgrimson enlisted in WW II in 
Winnipeg and trained at Brandon. He served overseas in 
England, Italy, France and Holland. After the war he 
bought a three-quarter section farm and resided on 4-6-14 
between Baldur and Glenboro. In 1955, Albert married 
Evelyn Ingebjorg, who was born in 1923. She is the 
daughter of John Markus and Kristin Magnussina 
Johnson. In the fall of 1978, Albert and Evelyn sold their 
farm and now live in Glenboro. Their family are: Albert 
Lorne, born May 24, 1957; Heather Louise; born July 1, 
1958; and Sharon Lorraine born Nov. 6, 1960. 

CHARLES AND ALICE HAMILTON 
FAMILY 

Charles and Alice. 

Charles A. Hamilton was the son of Arthur Richard, 
Governor of Bornes and Sarawak. He was educated at 
Whitgift Grammar School, Croydon, England. 

Being reluctant to join the Indian Army he came to 
Canada in 1894, and farmed SW 30-4-14, eight and one 
half miles southwest of Baldur. The farm was a beauty 
spot, good buildings, and lovely gardens. It was called 
"Pitcorthie", after the estate of Charles' Uncle, General 
Sir Frederick William Hamilton, of Fyfeshire, Scotland. 

He was active in all community projects and was 
secretary treasurer of Hamlin School, also a councillor in 
Argyle Municipality for many years. 

In 1906, he married Alice May (Birdie) Thorn of 

Kingston, Ont. They had two sons, Frederick and 
Terrick, and one daughter Rose. 

Birdie was known for her lovely voice and sang at 
many concerts in the district. She was President of the 
Anglican Church Women of Baldur for many years. She 
will be remembered for her hospitality. She died in July, 
1956. Charles died in June, 1960. 

Frederick Hamilton 

Frederick William was educated in Hamlin School, and 
attended Baldur High School. He attended the University 
of Manitoba, graduating in 1932, from the faculty of 
agriculture. He was the agricultural representative at 
Morris prior to WWII, enlisting in 1940, with the Royal 
Canadian Engineers. He saw service in Sicily where he 
was awarded the Military Cross for Valor during the 
landing of that island. Later he served in Italy and the 
European theatre, returning to Canada in October in 
1945. He married Alice Stevenson of Morris in 
November, 1945, joined Manitoba Pool Elevators where 
he served in various capacities culminating as executive 
assistant to the President from which he retired in 1975. 
During his years with the Pool, he was granted leave of 
absence to work with the United Nations, serving in 
Guatemala in 1955, and in the Caribbean in 1969. Alice 
died in May, 1969. After retirement in 1975, Fred was 
with X-Can. Grain Ltd. In 1977, he took a one-year 
assignment with the Canadian Inter-National 
Development Agency in Africa, until ill health forced his 
retirement in 1978. They had two daughters, Mary, born 
in 1947, and Catherine, born in 1949. They both reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Richard Terrick was educated in Hamlin School, and 
began farming at an early age. He married Muriel 
McLeod of Belmont in 1933, and they have four 
daughters: Betty, Mrs. W.L. Young of Killarney who has 
four daughters; Peggy, Mrs. Clare Vrooman of Belmont, 
who has seven children; Joan, Mrs. Neil Cline of 
Wawanesa who has five children; Elaine, Mrs. Owen 
Vrooman of Belmont, who has four children. Terrick, or 
"Tick" as he is called around Baldur, remains on the old 
farm. He is known for his love of animals, especially 
horses. For at least seven years he has wintered two lovely 
Belgian horses owned by Bob Murphy of Killarney. They 
are famous as some have been in the spectacular forty 
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Terrick in 1928. 

horse hitch driving a large decorated wagon in the 
January first Rose Bowl Parade in Pasadena, California. 
Terrick and Muriel were ardent curlers and took part in 
local bonspiels, winning a number of trophies. Tick 
played hockey and is still a keen fan, attending many 
games in the district. 

Bishop W.H. Crump and Rose in 1967. 

Rose Aileen was educated at Hamlin School and 
Baldur High School. She graduated from St. Boniface 
School of Nursing in 1941, and nursed in Winnipeg, 
Ninette and Kelowna. She married George W. Easter of 
Kelowna, who died in 1958. Rose returned to nursing, 
and in 1964, married the Right Reverend W.H.H. 
Crump, Bishop of Saskatchewan. They resided in Prince 
Albert, where a busy life followed. The church in the 
North was a wonderful experience, exciting and 
rewarding. Following retirement in 1970, the Crumps 
settled in Ontario near Oshawa and helped the Bishop of 
Toronto. While in Ontario they had several interesting 
trips: United Kingdom, Europe, Canary Islands, the 
Scandanavian Countries and two and a half months on a 
cargo ship crossing the Atlantic, Mediterranean and 
Adriatic Oceans, calling at 17 ports. In 1978, they 
returned to the West, where they have lived most of their 
lives, and live in Winnipeg. 
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EIGHT IS ENOUGH 
STEWART AND EVA HAMILTON 

FAMILY 

Back Row, Left to Right: Stewart, David, A/bert, Ron, Rick. Second 
Row: Heather, Eva, Janice, G/en. Front Row: Lorna. 

Born in Carnduff, Sask., in 1921, Stewart D. Hamilton 
moved with his family to Glenboro in 1937, because they 
had suffered a series of crop failures due to drought. 
After finishing high school in Glenboro, Stewart did 
some permit teaching and spent some time at university 
and in the Air Force before deciding to take up farming. 
In 1948, through V.L.A., he bought S 17-6-14, across 
from Victoria Church. 

Stewart continued to live at his dad's farm just south 
of Glenboro, except for brief baching periods, until in 
July, 1950, he married Eva Smith who had taught English 
and French at Glenboro Collegiate for three years. 
Raised in the city, Eva found living un a farm quite a 
change, especially since their log house wasn't wired for 
electricity. They weren't without power too long though, 
because the hydro came through the area that summer. 
When the fall work was done, Stewart wired the house 
and they were "hooked up" in November. 

Eva and Stewart had a family of three girls and five 
boys. Heather and Albert started school at Hecla, one 
and a half miles north. Glen started school in what is now 
the Legion Hall in Glenboro, because the new school was 
not yet ready. Albert took the first part of Grade II in the 
Glenboro Rink. 

Ron, the third boy, was born on Boxing Day, 1954. 
Heather wasn't four yet, so it was a very busy time for 
Eva, especially since they had no running water. They did 
have an electric clothes dryer though. When Ron was 
about a year old, the family moved from the old log 
house to a frame house which Stewart had bought at St. 
Alphonse and had moved. 

The next boy, David, was the first of the family to be 
born in the Glenboro Hospital. The first four children 
had been born in a nursing home. Rick, the youngest 
boy, was the first not delivered by Dr. Helgason, who 
had left Glenboro a few weeks before Rick was born. 

The two younger girls were born at Baldur - Janice in 



December, 1963, and Lorna in February, 1970. Janice's 
arrival necessitated an addition to the house. 

About 1960 Eva started to do substitute teaching at 
Stockton, Belmont, Glenboro and Baldur. From 1967 to 
1969, 'she taught French on a half-day basis in the 
Glenboro Collegiate. 

Stewart began to milk cows in 1951. A new barn was 
built during the winter of 1968-1969, and when it was 
finished, Stewart started shipping milk instead of cream. 
Since 1974, he has been a member of the Manitoba Milk 
Producers' Marketing Board. 

Albert and Glen formed a partnership in 1974, after 
buying John Barr's farm. In 1978, they bought Bill Bile's 
farm. In 1980, they joined with Stewart, forming 
Hamilton Farms. 

Heather married Gus Hacault of Bruxelles in October, 
1970. They lived in Bruxelles, then moved to Holland and 
from there to Lorette, where they still live. Gus is a baker 
and Heather works in a toy store. Todd Hacault, the first 
grandson, was born in 1973. The first granddaughter, 
Kristina Hacault, was born in 1976. 

The summer of 1977 was a busy one as Glen and Ron 
were married within the same week. Glen married 
Carleen Johnson. Although she had lived on a farm just 
four miles south of the Hamilton farm, they went to 
different schools and didn't meet until they were grown. 
They live on the former John Barr farm. Ron married 
Anne-Marie Leader of Brandon. He met her at Brandon 
University where he was taking a pre-vet course and she 
was taking education. By the time they were married, 
Ron was studying veterinary medicine at Saskatoon; so 
Anne-Marie continued her studies there, graduating in 
the fall of 1979. 

Albert married Gail Rogers of Glenboro in July, 1978. 
They live on the former Bill Biles farm. Gail taught 
Grade II in Glenboro until shortly before Travis was born 
in March, 1981. 

David was in the same class in veterinary medicine as 
Ron and the two boys graduated in May, 1980. David 
went to work in the Morden Veterinary Clinic. This 
summer Ron and Anne-Marie are moving to Steinbach 
where he will work in the South-East Veterinary Clinic. 

After graduating from Grade XII, Rick tried working 
in Winnipeg for a while, but didn't like city life too well. 
Now he has a job as a transportation expeditor for Dome 
Petroleum at Tuktoyaktuk on the Beaufort Sea. 

A Grade XI student, Janice is the third member of the 
family to play on a Glenboro "Reach for the Top" team. 
She also plays volleyball and basketball and is active in 4-
H. Lorna, in Grade V, is in 4-H too. 

The Hamilton household is much smaller and quieter 
now, except on holiday week-ends when, once again, the 
house is full. 

DR. G. EDWARD (TED) 
AND ANN HANKS FAMILY 

Ted was born on March 5, 1925, in Pontypridd, Wales. 
Ted finished grammer school at age 15, and worked in 
the local District Health Office for five years. In 1942, 
following his father's footsteps, he enlisted in the navy. 

Dr. (Ted) Hanks and Ann. 

While in the navy, he began to take external courses 
which would qualify him for entrance to medical school. 
In 1945, Ted began his medical studies at Anderson 
College of Medicine in Glasgow. 

As much as he enjoyed the university life at Glasgow, 
he was forced to transfer to the University of Wales, 
Cardiff, so that he could live at home, bicycling or 
bussing the 15 miles to Cardiff each day. Ted received his 
medical diplomas from the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons and the Society of Apothecaries, London, in 
1949. 

After working at different hospital positions in the 
United Kingdom, Ted became discouraged about the lack 
of opportunity in the National Health Service at that 
time, and accepted an offer to serve as a 'locum tenens' 
for six months in what was then Western Nigeria. Af
terwards, he accepted an offer from the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Benin to work as a surgeon in a 160 bed 
hospital in the town of Uromi. Ted always boasts that he 
was the only Anglican employed by the Roman Catholic 
Diocese. He also enjoys the distinction of still being the 
'oshodin' of Irrua, the chief soldier of the district. 

While working in Uromi, Ted met Ann Karry, an 
American from Philadelphia, who was serving a term as 
an exchange teacher at Marymount College, a girls' 
secondary school, in the nearby town of Agbor. Ann was 
born in 1938, in New York, and received her B.A. from 
Rosary College, River Forest, Illinois. She and a friend 
had gone to Nigeria to teach after graduation in 1959. 

When they decided to marry, Ted and Ann considered 
several countries as a possible future home. Ted didn't 
think he would like the fast paced life in the United 
States. After weighing the opportunities available in 
Australia, Brunei and Sarawak, and Canada, they made 
the choice of Canada. 

When Ted decided to immigrate to Canada, he chose 
Manitoba because it was in the middle of Canada. The 
hot summer day in August, 1960, when he landed at the 
Winnipeg Airport and inquired about a bus to Vita, 
where he had a position waiting, he was told there was no 
bus directly to Vita. So he took the first bus south. Ted 
found himself in Dominion City, where he expected to 
find a bus which traveled east - west. There was none, so 
he began trudging east on the gr.avel road to Vita. Half-
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way there, a kind passer-by gave him a ride the rest of the 
way. So it was not only the homesteaders who walked to 
their new homes! 

Ted spent some time at Vita, Man. before accepting the 
position of municipal doctor for Argyle on Aug. 1, 1961. 
Ann and Ted were married one week before they came to 
Argyle. 

For the past 20 years, Ted has thoroughly enjoyed his 
varied work in general practice in Baldur and area, and 
enjoys cooperating with nearby local doctors. He hopes 
to continue his work for another 20 years. 

In 1970, Ann returned to the University of Brandon to 
obtain her Certificate of Education, and later her 
Bachelor of Education in 1976. She has been employed as 
a teacher by the Tiger Hills School Division since 1971. 

The Hanks have four children: Robert, born in 1962; 
Timothy, born in 1964; Sarah, born in 1965; and Arthur, 
born in 1967. All the children are presently students in 
high school or university. 

JOHN AND BERTHA HARMER FAMILY 

Bertha and John. 

John Henry Harmer was born in London, England in 
1887. He came to Canada by boat with numerous other 
Dr. Barnado Boys, when he was seven years of age. He 
was in Toronto for a very short while and then came to 
make his home with Jack and Anna Playfair. They were 
living on their homestead, 15-5-13. John went to school 
at Wolseley School. In 1898, when the Play fairs moved to 
town to take over his father's furniture and lumber 
business, John went with them. The farm had been sold 
to Jack's brother George. 

In 1911, John married Bertha Johnson, who was born 
in Brandon, Man. She had spent a few years in the Grund 
district before coming to Baldur. They had six children. 

Anna married Orval Breault of Greenway and they 
lived on the farm until 1972 when they moved into 
Baldur. They had six children, Elaine, Patricia, Dewain, 
Gail, Carol and Joan. (See Breault history.) 

George married Wilma Root and is a consultant at 
Madsen Gold Mines in Ontario. He moved to Madsen in 
1938 and is still working there. They had twins, James 
and Diane. 

Edith married Orville Kitcheson of Winnipeg. They 
now live in Tacoma, Wash., U.S.A. Edith is a nurse and 
works as a supervisor of medicine in the Cancer Hospital 

460 

George at back, Edith, Anna and Florence, Bob at right. 

in Tacoma. 
Robert married Lorna Hassard of Dauphin. They now 

live in Prince Rupert, B.C., where he is employed as a 
production superintendent for B.C. Timber. Bob joined 
the R.C.A.F. in 1940 and went overseas as a pilot. He 
flew out of England and the Mediterranean. He was 
discharged in 1945 with the rank of Flight Lieutenant. 
They have five children; Robert, Susanne, Lorna Jayne, 
Elaine and Loriss. 

Florence married Stan Todd of Greenway and they live 
on their farm at Greenway. They had four children, 
Ricky, Sandra, Russell (deceased) and Debra. (See 
Young-Todd history.) 

James Bertrund died at the age of five months. 

PERCY AND IDA HARRISON FAMILY 

Percy and Ida. 

Percy was born Aug. 20, 1895, son of Arthur and 
Emma Harrison of Holland, Man. 

Percy enlisted in the 34 Fort Garry Horse on May 9, 
1918. He sailed from Montreal on the Austrian ship 
"City of Vienna" which was shipwrecked off Halifax on 
July 6, 1918. He left for France on Oct. 30, 1918, and the 



Armistice was signed on Nov. 11, 1918. He was kept 
overseas as a part of a standing army and arrived home in 
March,1919. 

Percy married Ida McSorley of Deleau in July, 1933. 
They farmed at Holland and in 1943, they rented their 
farm and Percy bought grain for U.G.G. in Cardinal and 
Altamont for nine years. They returned to Holland and 
farmed there for two years. They had one son, Percy 
Grant, born in Holland in May, 1934. 

In 1949, Percy bought N 28-3-13 in Glenora from 
Harvey Wilson and F.W. Simpson, executors for the 
estate of George Simpson. In July, 1953, he purchased S 
28-3-13. Percy, his wife, Ida, and son, Grant moved to 
Glenora on Sept. 16, 1953. 

Glen, Adele, Edith and Grant. 

Grant had received his schooling in Holland, Cardinal 
and Altamont and now farmed in partnership with his 
dad. In 1959, Grant married Edith Holm of Husavick, 
Man. Edith received her education at Kjarna School and 
attended Teacher's College in Winnipeg. She taught at 
Glenora and Darlingford. 

Grant and Edith have two children, Adele and Glen. 
Adele is attending the University of Manitoba and Glen 
entered Red River College in September, 1981. 

Percy passed away in April, 1968, and Ida in 
November, 1979. Grant and Edith continue to farm at 
Glenora. 

JOHN HARROWER FAMILY 

John Harrower was born in Ontario. He married 
Annie Couzens, who was born in 1854 to Elizabeth and 
Charles Couzens of Albany, New York. Annie spent her 
childhood in Guelph, Ont. John and Annie were married 
at Aberfoyle, Ont. in 1875. They lived at Walkerton, 
Ont. until 1878. In 1879, they came to Argyle and settled 
in the Roseberry district. In 1891, they moved into the 
new town of Baldur. 

On Jan. 21, 1889, William Stark, the first secretary
treasurer of the municipality retired, and John Harrower 
was hired to take his place. John became an "institution" 
in Argyle. He saw Argyle Municipality grow from a 
scantily settled pioneering community, to one of the 
wealthiest municipalities of the province. The 

John and his dog, "Flash ", a huge hound 
which lived to a great age. 

municipality of Argyle was John's greatest love and he 
served it faithfully for 44 years. 

John and Annie had six girls. 
Louisa Myrtle, the eldest daughter was the first white 

child born, in what is known as the Rock Lake country, 
north of Pembina River. She was one of the first students 
to attend Simpson School in Baldur. On Oct. 25, 1900, 
Myrtle married Sextus R.P. Cooper, editor of the 
"Baldur Gazette." They lived in Baldur until 1907, when 
S.R.P. Cooper sold the "Gazette" to P.F. Curtis, and 
they moved to Vermilion, Alta. 

Etta married T.E. Maley on May 31, 1904. He had 
been on the Union Bank staff at Baldur. 

Mabel married Arthur H. Hamilton on May 30, 1906. 
Gertrude Anne married Albert Ernest Dewart of 

Carman on June 10,1908. 
Florence Grace married Henry George Band in 1916. 

Henry was in the C.P.R. Police. 
Gladys, who was clerk of Argyle Municipality after her 

father retired, married Ernest Murray, brother of Mrs. 
l.M. Cleghorn. 

Annie was a kind, gentle and charitable woman, 
beloved by all who knew her. She passed away on July 
15,1914. 

In November, 1916, John married Mrs. Smith. 
John worked in partnership with R. W. Price as real 

estate, financial and insurance agents. 
John was very involved with community affairs. He 

died shortly after he retired in 1933. 

LAFAYETTE AND IRENE 
HA YES FAMILY 

Lafayette Hayes, familiarly known as "Leff' , was 
born on Oct. 21, 1866 at Lynn, Ont. near Brockville, one 
of the six children of Eri Hayes and Nancy (Ann) 
Cumming who had emigrated from the County Down, 
Ireland with her father and sister while a young girl. He 
was given the name of Lafayette, as his father had had a 
dear friend by that name and he declared that his second 
son would have that name too. 

The Hayes family were of United Empire Loyalist 
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Lafayette and Irene. 

Stock. They came to Norquay, Man., not far from the 
present town of Swan Lake, via Emerson, from Lynn, 
during the 1870's. Leff's old Grandfather, Klassen Hayes 
came along too. 

Leff's older brother Harvey had come west earlier and 
returned home to come back with the family again. He 
had the trade of a blacksmith, the family was detained at 
Emerson for three weeks and during that time he set up a 
blacksmith shop. He did not stay at Norquay, but came 
west to the Bru district, homesteaded NW 2-6-13 where 
Edward Wytinck resides today. 

Leff Hayes was lO years younger than his brother, so 
he was only a boy when they came from Ontario. When 
he was 18, he homesteaded SW 10-6-13 across Oak Creek 
and kitty corner from Harvey. In the early assessment 
rolls, at age 20, he had four acres under cultivation, one 
horse, two oxen and eight cattle. At age 22, he had four 
horses, two oxen and lO cattle. At age 23, he had four 
horses, two oxen, one bull, sixteen cattle and two pigs, 
with 40 acres under cultivation, so he was prospering. 

He built a log house, stable and a sod bank hen house, 
which he used as a place to set hens. 

His sister Sarah Ann kept house for him for awhile 
until she became ill and had to return home to her 
parents. She was very afraid of Indians and hid from 
them. Crawling out from under the bed one day, having 
hidden there after seeing one approaching, she was 
chagrined to see him looking in the window laughing at 
her. 

After batching for a number of years, Leff married 
Ethel Irene Cumming of Guild's, Ont. on Jan. 20, 1909. 
Th.;ir only child, Doris Lydia, was born on Feb. 22, 1916. 
Irene's mother was a cousin of the poet Archibald 
Lampman. Her parents had come out to Norquay the 
same time, or a bit later, as the Hayes family, who were 
related, but her father could not stand the rigorous 
climate here and returned to Ontario. 

The majority of Leff's neighbours were Icelandic and 
the district was known as Bru. It even had a post office 
for a long time and of course Bru School. A hall and 
church were built in the district. The first site of Bru 
School was south across from where Claire Johnson lives 
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now and some early teachers boarded at Harvey's and 
passed by Leff's place to teach. Then it was moved 
halfway between Harvey's on NW 11-6-13 and the in
tersecting road north. In 1921 a new school was built 
north on the corner. It was closed when Bru joined 
consolidation. 

Leff acquired, during his lifetime, quite a bit of land, 
some of which he disposed of again. There is an old deed, 
now obsolete, for NE 2-6-13, dated 1893 and another for 
NW 26-5-13, which he bought in 1911, known as a 
Hudson Bay quarter. Then from 1889 to 1892, 
negotiations were underway towards the purchase of S 9-
6-13, along with his father Eri Hayes. Leff ended up with 
SE 9-6-13, which was finally sold in 1976 and has since 
changed hands again. The SW 3-6-13 was C.P.R. land 
and was bought by Leff in 1898. He also acquired 13 
acres altogether, off the NE and NW 3-6-13 from Harvey 
Hayes and Sigurdur Landy. This was used as a lane to 
have access to SW 3-6-13 to have pasture and the water of 
oak creek for his stock. 

Leff also did blacksmithing and was mechanically 
inclined. There was always the shop where he used to 
busy himself at the forge and anvil and the odor of the 
blacksmith coal. He had a windmill on the top of the 
barn, which could be seen for miles, used as power for 
crushing grain in the loft lean-to. He could be seen 
climbing to the top of the windmill to oil the gears. He 
also had a natural talent for doctoring horses and many a 
beast owed their life to him. 

Doris, Leff's daughter, attended Bru School, then 
went to Cypress River for high school. This was during 
the depression so money was scarce. The price of wheat 
became so low in the 1930's that to buy even a much 
needed winter coat was a real sacrifice for the family. 
Due to being over eight miles from town, it was necessary 
to board somewhere. Doris' fondest memories are from 
when she stayed with her cousin Mrs. Turnell Mawby and 
family and drove into town three miles in the democrat or 
else the buggy and kept the horses in Mr. Sholdice's livery 
barn. One fall she drove from home with the horse and 
buggy for three months, but that was an ordeal, as the 
days shortened and winter closed in. She wasn't always 
on time, but she always got there. 

Leff Hayes was killed by a fall, on May 2, 1938, at the 
age of 72, when the horse he was riding after cows, threw 
him. 

Doris married George Morrison and Irene went to live 
with them, and remained with them until she suffered a 
broken hip and passed away at Brandon on March 25, 
1967. (See George Morrison History). 

HARVEY AND MARGRET 
HA YES F AMIL Y 

Harvey was Lafayette Hayes' older brother. He was 
born at Lynn, Ont. near Brockville, the eldest son of Eri 
Hayes and his wife Ann (Nancy) Cumming. Ann came 
from Ireland with her sister and father, William Cum
ming Sr. She married Eri Hayes and they raised a family 
of two boys and four girls. Her father married again and 
raised a second family. 



Harvey 

Harvey came to Manitoba accompanied by a son of 
William's second family, looking for homesteads. The 
fall of 1875, must have been mild, as they reported 
ploughing at Christmastime, near Miami or thereabouts. 
Harvey went back to Ontario and accompanied his 
family back to Norquay, not far north of the present 
Swan Lake. 

Harvey was a blacksmith by trade as well as a 
homesteader. Often the settlers would come to have him 
sharpen their shears or repair something and while he was 
doing so, he would have them doing his field work for 
him. 

He took up a homestead on NW 2-6-13, east of Oak 
Creek, in what became known as the Bru district. Later 
on his brother, Lafayette, took up a homestead on SW 
10-6-13, west of Oak Creek about three quarters of a mile 
away. There was a lot of travelling back and forth to 
Norquay, via St. Alphonse and later on, wheat was 
hauled to Manitou, the nearest grain buyers 
headquarters. Favourite stopping places on the 40 or so 
mile trek in those early years had names like 
"Choquettes", "Geirnaerts", and "Hayes". 

Harvey was a firm believer in the product of the day, 
"electric oil". Once he and Lafayette were lost in a storm 
travelling through Lannigan's quarter, on the way home 
from what is now Baldur, and they kept sipping at the 
electric oil bottle until the storm cleared; it saved them 
from freezing to death. It was horrible tasting stuff. 

Harvey married Margret Armstrong from Ontario. 
They had nine children. 

Harvey and Maggie's first child Willie, passed away at 
two years of age, on Jan. 22, 1888. 

Their second child Wesley, passed away at three 
months of age, on July 20, 1887. 

Alice Maude was born on Oct. 1, 1888. She married 
George Dowd of Glenboro. Their children were Elsie, 
Hazel, Nelson (deceased), and Beryl. 

Elsie was born on Dec. 15, 1889. She married Roscoe 
Roberts. They lived at Cymric, Sask. Their children were 
Earl, Leslie, Neil, and Margaret. 

Eva Kate was born on Aug. 16, 1891. She married 
Turnell Mawby of Cypress River. Their family were Jim 
(deceased), Phyllis, Arthur, and Lila. 

Ida Bell was born on Jan. 22, 1893. She married Percy 
Aikenhead and they lived in Alberta. They have one son, 
Donald. The only one still living of Harvey's family is 
Ida. She resides in Ontario near her son since 1979. 

Lila was born on Oct. 10, 1894. She married Jack Scott 
and they lived at Treherne. They had two sons, Harvey 
and Walter (deceased). 

Clifford Armstrong was born on Dec. 23, 1896, and 
married late in life. They had one daughter Evelyn (died 
young) and one son Brian. 

Arthur James was born on July 27, 1898, and married 
Grace Hiscock. They lived at Cypress River and then 
moved west. They had one daughter Marleen and one son 
Brian. 

Margret passed away in 1907, at the age of 49, leaving 
a young family. 

Harvey homesteaded NW 2-6-13 where Edward 
Wytick now lives. He also purchased the adjacent 
preemption NE 2-6-13, and bought NE 3-6-13. He sold 10 
acres of NE 3-6-13 to his brother Leff to use as a lane. In 
1917, he obtained SW 12-5-13. In 1933, he deeded it to 
his son Arthur, who later sold it to Percy Cornock. 

Harvey was secretary-treasurer of Bru School for a 
number of years, where three of his daughters, Elsie, Eva 
and Lila, were school teachers at one time or another. 
The eldest sister, Maude, kept house at home for a 
number of years after her mother died. Ida was a 
stenographer and also sometimes kept house for her 
father. 

Harvey did considerable travelling during his later 
years, especially to California. After his daughters left 
home, he had a series of housekeepers. His son, Arthur, 
took over the home farm and his son Clifford went to 
Swan Lake to farm for his maiden aunts, Sarah Ann and 
Laura. 

On Aug. 19, 1933, Harvey passed away after a lengthy 
illness at home. He was 76 years of age. Arthur inherited 
the farm, but sold it in 1936, to Camille Wytinck and 
moved away. 

RENDALL AND VERA HEDLEY FAMILY 

Rendall, Terry, Vera, alld Hal. 

Although Rendall and Vera were not pioneers of the 
Greenway district, they did live there for 30 years. 

They were raised on adjoining farms at Swan Lake. 
Rendall served in WWI, later farming with his father. 
Vera took her normal training in Winnipeg. Previous to 
moving to Greenway, she taught school in Swan Lake, 
Man. 
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Rendall accepted a posItIOn with the United Grain 
Growers in 1929, in Gunton, Man. 

Mason Hedley, also an agent for the United Grain 
Growers, resided in Greenway with his family Elsie and 
Donna for eight years. Rendall can be recalled saying "If 
we stay here eight years!!!" However, they stayed for 30 
years with no regrets and have many happy memories of 
the many friends they made. 

Rendall was a lover of horses and took pride in en
tering them at the Greenway Fair and various fairs 
throughout the district. He took up auctioneering, also 
enjoyed curling and hockey, as he had played in Swan 
Lake with his three brothers, Mason, Fred and Mel. 

In 1945, he was appointed post master and it was 
Vera's duty to run the post office. They had it for 15 
years. 

In 1950, they had a cottage built. The cottage is now in 
Holland, Man. 

Charlie DeStoop and wife Lucy took over the post 
office and elevator, when Rendall retired in 1961. 

Rendall and Vera had two sons, Hal and Terry, who 
received their education in Greenway and Baldur. Terry 
worked for some years on the "Good Roads" and then 
moved to Toronto, where he is now with General Motors. 
He married Sylvia Fuller of Toronto and they have two 
sons, David and Michael. 

Hal was a C.N.R. agent until 1972, when he went to 
Fort Smith, Ark, U.S.A. and travelled as an auctioneer. 
He is still active in that line and lives on a farm at 
Rossburn, Man. He also has an interest in horses. He 
married Donna Little of Hilton, Man. Donna manages 
Simpson Sears Office in Rossburn. Hal and Donna have 
five ohildren: Dennis, Dianne, Doug, Ron and Kev. 

After Rendall retired, he worked as a bookkeeper for 
Barr's construction until ill health forced his retirement. 
He passed away in 1968. Vera still resides at 327 Louise 
Avenue, Brandon. Her sister Mrs. Wilbert Ross also has 
a suite there. 

ANDRES AND ELLA HELGASON 
FAMILY 

Andres 

Andres was born in Iceland, July 11, 1867, and im
migrated to Canada in 1888. He took a homestead in 
Argyle in 1893, where he farmed until the turn of the 
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century, when he moved to Baldur. He took up book
binding, a trade he had learned in Iceland. Andres was 
also a painter and decorator. 

He married Elin Josafatson. They had four children: 
Lilja married Joe Josephson, a farmer, (both deceased); 
Ranka married Neil Lamont and lives in Lanigan, Sask.; 
Steini was a grain buyer, (deceased); Halla married 
Herman Jonsson and they live in Wynyard, Sask. 

Andres was a fine, helpful neighbour. All his painting, 
varnishing and bookbinding was done with painstaking 
thoroughness. In those days Andres had to mix his own 
paints. Ella and Andres were very hospitable. Many an 
evening was spent around the organ in their home 
singing, as the family enjoyed this. Andres was very 
active in the church and his bass voice could be heard in 
the choir on Sundays. 

Andres and Ella moved with their family to Kandahar, 
Sask. in 1917. Andres passed away in February of 1939. 
His wife, Ella, died several years later in Wynyard, Sask. 

JON AND SIGRIDUR HELGASON 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Agusta, Bjorn, Jonas, Helgi, Lauga. Front Row: Jon, 
Stjana, Sigridur. 

Jon Helgason was born in Iceland in 1862, and married 
Sigridur Adalbjorg Bjarnadottir. They immigrated to 
Canada in 1893, and took land in the Bru district of 
Argyle Municipality, first living with his brother, and 
later building their own home on l3-6-l3. Jon died in 
1918. They had seven children: Bjorn and Augusta born 
in Iceland; and Helgi, Jonas, Gudlaug and Kristjana 
born in Canada; and one child who died in infancy. 

Augusta married Jon Anderson, of Bru district, who 
died in 1920. They had twins, Leonard and Dorothy. In 
1924, Augusta married Jon's cousin, Benedikt Anderson, 
and they had two children, Alvin and Yvonne. 

Bjorn Helgason married Edith Foster of Manitou, and 
lived in the Cypress River area, farming and later 
operating the Paterson Elevator in Cypress River until his 
death in 1951. They had one son, Gary, now living in 
Kindersley, Sask. 

After the death of her husband, Sigridur remained on 



the farm until her death at the age of 97 in 1964, never 
having been to a doctor until her final week. Helgiand 
Jonas, although still quite young at the time of their 
father's death, took over operating the farm, and the 
family remained there until retiring to Cypress River in 
1970. Helgi started up the International Dealership in 
Cypress River around 1933, and the business still bears 
his name, though he is retired and lives in Treherne. 
Jonas died in 1973, Kristjana in 1976. Gudlaug also lives 
in Treherne. They were a hard-working family, devoted 
to farming, but also taking a very active part in church 
and community affairs, glVlng willing assistance 
wherever and whenever needed. 

JONAS AND SIGRIDUR HELGASON 
FAMILY 

Jonas and Sigridur. 

Jonas was born in 1860, at Arndisortidir, Bardardal, 
Iceland. While still an infant, his family moved to 
Vindbelg in Myvatnstadir, where he resided until his 
marriage. 

Sigridur Sigurdardottir was born in 1857 at San
dhaugum, Bardardal, Iceland. She met Jonas Helgason 
at Reykjahlid in Myvatnstadir and they were married on 
July 2, 1885. 

The first two years of their married life, Jonas and 
Sigridur lived at South Nesland, where their first son 
Helgi, was born. After having lost all their livestock in 
one of the winter snow storms that Iceland is so well
known for, they decided to immigrate to' Canada, 
arriving in Glenboro on Aug. 2, 1888. They were 
welcomed to the district by Sigridur's sister, Marja and 
her husband, Hjortur Sigurdson. Marja and Hjortur 
lived nine miles southeast of Glenboro, in the Bru district 
and Jonas and Sigridur lived with them until they were 
able to buy their first farm nearby, in 1893. 

In 1902, the family had grown to five sons and one 
daughter: Helgi, Erlendur, Gudlaug, Ingolfur, Frederick 
and Christian. Jonas decided he would need a larger farm 
on which to raise his family. He bought a farm in the 
Grund district, 14-6-14, where they spent the rest of their 
active lives. 

In 1906, after much planning, Jonas and Sigridur 
decided the time had come to build a new house. While 
clearing the land, stones had been picked and saved in 

neat piles; now to be used in a double walled stone house, 
40 ft x 40 ft x 20 ft high, with basement of stone as well. 
The house was constructed under the watchful eye of 
Baering Hallgrimson and the stonework was done by a 
professional Scottish stonemason, Bob Thyne. 

Jonas and Sigridur were very active in the community, 
and helped build the Grund Lutheran Church. Sigridur 
was a life member of the Grund Ladies' Aid and was 
secretary for the suffragette movement. They were also 
well-known for their hospitality. Many children from the 
Winnipeg Icelandic community spent summers on the 
farm with them. 

Back Row: Chris, lngi and Fred. Front Row: Hetgi, Lauga and Ert. 

In July, 1935, they celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary, along with their family and many friends. 
Sigurdur died in 1937 and Jonas in 1951. 

Helgi, the eldest son, was born in Iceland, in 1886. He 
homesteaded near D'Arcy, Sask., where he met and 
married Annie McIntyre, in 1913. They had 12 children; 
Fred, Harold, Gladys (Mrs. Murray Olsen), Robert (was 
the doctor in Glenboro from 1945-1958.) William, 
Bernard, Norman, Erick, Bryan, Pearl (died in 1917, at 
four years of age), Charles (died in 1918, an infant) and 
Alvin (died in 1951, at 24 years of age.) Annie died in 
1966, and in 1969, Helgi married Norma Graham and 
they live in Elrose, Sask. 

Erlander Jonas (Erl) was born in 1891. He attended 
Frey and Hola Schools, as well as Wesley College. He 
taught school in the Interlake region and near D' Arcy, 
Sask. He worked as a bank clerk in Manitoba for a few 
years, but changed his career to that of a grain buyer, 
advancing to the post of grain inspector for Manitoba 
Pool Elevators in Winnipeg. He married Sigrun E. 
Johnson in June, 1917. They resided in Winnipeg; 
Punnichy, Sask.; Brunkild, Man.; and then returned to 
Winnipeg, where they resided for over 30 years. They had 
one daughter, Elva, (Mrs. Harold W. Fletcher). Erl died 
in 1971, and Runa in 1978. 

Gudlaug (Lauga) was born in 1893. She attended Frey 
and Hola Schools, also Havergal Ladies College in 
Winnipeg. She had learned to play the organ and piano as 
a child, and she helped out as organist at Grund Church 
for many years. On July 2, 1917, she married George 
Johannesson and they had one son, George. George Sr. 
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died in 1919. Lauga resided with her parents, moving to 
Winnipeg when her son reached high school age. In 1956, 
she moved to Vancouver, B.C., to live closer to her son 
George and his family. She rented a small apartment in 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gunabjorn Stefanson for 
several years, until she moved into Hofn, the Icelandic 
Senior Citizens Home, where she resided until her death 
in 1973. Her son George, was a senior pilot for c.P. Air, 
until his retirement. He married Peggy McLean and they 
have two sons. George and Peggy spend their time 
between Vancouver, B.C. and Hawaii, U.S.A. 

Ingolfur (Ingi) was born in 1895. He attended Frey and 
Hola Schools. He worked on the family farm until 
buying his own farm in the district. In 1925, Ingi married 
Indlaug Polson. They lived on the farm until 1943, when 
they moved to Glenboro to make their home. They were 
custodians of the Glenboro School for about 10 years. 
They have three children. Inga, a stenographer, married 
Eddie Skaftfeld and they reside in Saskatoon, Sask. They 
have four children. Margret worked in the bank in 
Glenboro. She married Bud Flynn and they had three 
children. Bud died in 1979. Margret and family reside in 
Winnipeg. Svienne, a welder, married Joanne LaCoste 
and they have three children. They are presently living in 
Espanenzo, Argentina. 

Frederick was born in 1899. He attended Frey School, 
Baldur High School and the University of Manitoba, 
faculty of medicine. He was forced to discontinue 
university during his second year, due to illness. Later he 
worked on the family farm and then, with his brother 
Helgi, in Saskatchewan. Following this, he worked with 
his brother Erl buying grain. Making this his career, he 
became manager of Brekman Kerr Feed and Seed Co. in 
Edmonton, Alta. and later in Vancouver, B.C. He 
married Helen Old and they had two children: Denise, 
(Mrs. Douglas Oke) and Dwight. Fred died in 1975. 
Helen resides in Edmonton, Alta. 

Christian was born in 1901. He attended Frey and Hola 
Schools, the Jonas Bjarnason Academy and then took an 
agricultural course at the University of Manitoba. In 
1933, he married Veiga Christopherson. (See Chris 
Helgason History). 

Bogga Johnson was an adopted daughter of Jonas and 
Sigridur. She arrived from Iceland with her father, in 
1910. Bogga made her home with the Helgasons until her 
marriage to Helgi Finnson in 1931. They farmed at 
Milton, N.D. They have just celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 

CHRIS AND VEIGA HELGA SON 
FAMILY 

Christian (Chris) was the youngest son of Jonas and 
Sigridur Helgason. After receiving his education, Chris 
worked on the family farm, taking over when his father 
retired from farming in 1933. In September, 1933, Chris 
married Veiga Christopherson, daughter of Hernit and 
Bjorg Christopherson. They were both very active in the 
community. Veiga was treasurer of the Grund Ladies' 
Aid for many years. Chris was on the Grund Church 
Board and was a long time member of the Baldur Curling 
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Erta, Chris, Veiga and Christine with stone home in 
the background. 

Club. They have two daughters, Erla and Christine. 
In 1977, Chris and Veiga sold their farm and retired to 

Glenboro. 
Erla was born on June 19, 1935. She attended Hola 

School, Baldur High School and the University of 
Manitoba. After graduation, she taught home economics 
and later went into the field of dietetics. In 1958, she 
married Jim Wankling. They have two daughters, Nancy 
and Jennifer and reside in Winnipeg. 

Christine was born on March 27, 1940. She attended 
Hola School, Baldur High School and the University of 
Manitoba. She taught home economics in Glasgow, 
Scotland and in Winnipeg, Man. In 1963, she married 
John Stuart Smith. They have three children; Kari, Jon 
and Julien and they reside in Calgary, Alta. 

GLENN AND IRIS HEMRICA 
FAMILY 

Glenn Hemrica came to Baldur in 1968. He married 
Iris Naismith in 1974. They have three children, Kathlyn 
Nicole, Dennis Glenn and Loretta Ann. 

Glenn worked for Albert Bateman for several years 
and is presently employed by the R.M. of Argyle. They 
live in Greenway. 

WILLIAM AND ELLEN HENWOOD 
FAMILY 

William and Ellen Henwood moved to the district in 
1900, from East Mountain district south of Holmfield, 
Man. They started farming adjacent to the Cartwright 
Hill on the south bank of the Pembina Valley. In 1903, 
they moved to Neelin where they operated a boarding 
house. At the same time "Aunt Nelly" served the 
community as midwife, working with Dr. Davidson. 
William worked for the railroad in various jobs, mainly 
line service and freight delivery. Indeed it was not un
common to see him driving the horse-drawn wagon 
through town loaded with as many children as crates of 



goods; Neelinyoungsters could always hitch a ride with 
"Uncle Bill". 

When the need for a house of worship arose, the 
Henwoods donated land adjacent to the boarding house. 
Through combined community effort, Neelin United 
Church was erected, dedicated and continues to function 
as a vital home for the religious life of the community. 

The Henwoods had five children who, like many other 
young people in the area, soon learned to make their own 
entertainment, building a tennis court on the lawn beside 
the boarding house, organizing concerts, swimming, 
skiing, snowshoeing and inventing. One home-made 
winter vehicle was a large sled with a tall wooden box 
mounted on it. It was evident right from the start of its 
maiden voyage that the long steering poles were totally 
ineffective. Within minutes the sled ran completely out of 
control and careened down through town at considerable 
speed carrying two terrified pole-waving passengers. The 
sled finally grazed a corner out of the town hall and 
smashed to a halt in the lumber yard. Other than bruised 
egos, there were no human casualties. Happily all five 
children successfully survived such adventures and grew 
to adulthood. 

The eldest son, Cecil, spent several years as a mechanic 
and then took over a farm in the North Derby district. He 
married Asenath Winram and they had two children, Bill 
and Irene (see Buzz Winram history). 

Their only daughter, Hazel, taught school in several 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan towns before marrying Jack 
Kinsman and farming in Saskatchewan. She now resides 
in Winnipeg. 

Lome operated a service station for several years 
before becoming an inspector at MacDonald Aircraft in 
Winnipeg. He married Mary Byers and they had three 
children: Marilyn, Lorraine and Brian. 

Like Hazel, Gordon became a teacher, teaching in 
several Manitoba schools, then setting up an industrial 
arts training shop in 1941, in Portage la Prairie. In 1948, 
he transferred to Winnipeg and until retirement taught 
drafting at Kelvin High School and summer school and 
night school courses for the Department of Education. 
Gordon married Tena Currie of Pilot Mound and they 
had two children: Dale and Barbara. 

Lloyd taught school until he joined the Air Force. 
Following the war he graduated from Manitoba 
Agriculture College and following several years as an 
agricultural representative, joined the Manitoba Pool 
Elevators where he became director of member relations. 
He married Eveleen Ward and they have two children: 
Judy and Diane. 

ARTHUR AND OLIVE HILL FAMILY 

James Hill came from Milford, Man. to NE 34-6-16 in 
the municipality of Argyle (land located now in the 
municipality of Strathcona) and acquired his homestead 
in the Souris District in May of 1882. He married Alice 
Henry in 1888, and they had three children, Harry, 
Arthur and Elizabeth. 

Arthur Hill moved to Baldur in 1928, and was an agent 
for the Monarch Lumber Company. In 1930, he married 
Olive Little of Hilton and they had three children, 

Art, Raymond, Jimmy, Shirley, and Olive. 

Shirley, Raymond and James. The family moved to 
Winnipeg in 1939, but returned to Baldur in 1942, at 
which time Arthur purchased the general store operated 
by Gam Low. The Hills resided in Baldur until 1951. 
Arthur sold the store to Fred Jackson and retired to 
Hilton. Arthur passed away in 1967, and Olive remained 
there until 1973, at which time she moved to Vancouver. 
In 1978, Olive moved back to Manitoba and presently 
resides in Brandon. 

The Hill family all attended Baldur School. After 
graduation Shirley moved to Winnipeg to attend business 
college and remained there to work. 

Shirley married Donald Craik formerly of Greenway 
and resides in Winnipeg. The Craiks have three children, 
Judy, Polly and Donna. 

Raymond moved to Hilton in 1951, to farm his 
Grandfather's homestead and continue to live there. 
Raymond married Muriel McLean of Belmont and they 
have five children, Brian, Dianne, Barry, Brent, and 
Maureen. 

Jim joined the R.C.M.P. in 1955, and has been 
stationed at various points in Saskatchewan. Jim married 
Ann Bryce-Errington of Winnipeg and they have one son 
David. Jim is presently stationed in Yorkton, Sask. 

JOHN AND ALICE HISCOCK FAMILY 

Alice Sr., John, Alice, John Jr. and Lizzie in 1912. 
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John and Alice Elizabeth were born in England, in the 
County of Kent, east of London. John was born in 1857, 
and Alice in 1868. John worked asa clerk in a shipping 
firm until his hearing became so bad that he had to quit. 
So John followed along with a multitude of others in 
those days and immigrated to Canada intending to take 
up farming. John had never been on a farm, let alone 
worked on one. He arrived by train at Baldur in April, 
1892. As an evidence of his lack of farm knowledge, he 
watched a man backing up his team to the station and he 
thought to himself, "I wonder if I will ever be able to do 
that. " 

He had a job waiting for him at Sam Dowdels who 
lived about four miles east of town. Sam met him in 
town, stopped in the yard and said to John, "You go to 
the house while I put the team away." John had to figure 
out which was the house as all the buildings looked alike! 
You must take all hats off to those pioneers, and 
especially some like John who knew nothing about 
farming. It took a lot of courage and fortitude. After 
about a year at Sam's, John worked at Jake Huffman's 
until the spring of 1895. He then obtained a shack on NW 
14-4-14. It is not known whether he worked the land or 
not but he sent for his bride to be, Alice E. Carey who 
arrived in August, 1895, and they were married on Aug. 
28, 1895. They lived on this location for about two years 
and here their first baby Elizabeth was born on May 31, 
1896. In 1897, they moved to the W 24-4-14. This land 
had been homesteaded by Andrew Cowie on May 30, 
1882. John and Alice had a frame house, one and one 
half storey high and 16 'feet square, with an addition 
added in 1903. The balance of the family were born here, 
John Jr. on June 8, 1903, and Alice on Jan. 8, 1912. 

All three of them attended Huff School. Both girls 
went through Baldur High School while John Jr. at
tended Manitoba Agriculture College, taking the diploma 
course in the winters of 1919-1922. Lizzie took a course at 
normal school and taught for a year 1916-1917, at St. 
Agathe, Man. She married David Kemp of St. Agathe in 
September, 1917. They had a family of three girls and 
three boys. Lizzie died in September, 1977, just 15 days 
before their 60th wedding anniversary. 

Alice remained at home taking care of her parents, as 
Alice Sr. was not well. John Sr. died suddenly in August, 
1935, and Alice Sr. died in March, 1936. Alice Jr. joined 
up in the women's division of The R.C.A.F. in March, 
1943. She took a course at Toronto where she met and 
married George Isted in September, 1943. After 
discharge in 1944, Alice and George returned to Regina 
where they still live, and where they raised a family of 
five boys and two girls. 

John Jr. took over most of the farm work from about 
1920. On July 11,1931, he married Doris Davis, a niece 
of Mrs. John Gillies who lived just west of them on 23-4-
14. John Jr. had rented E 24-4-14 from Mr. Martin 
Ullrickson so he now had the full section to work. Doris 
and John went there to live. The house and barn were at 
the very south end of the farm. Financially, these years, 
as most people who lived through them know, remember 
them as mighty tough going. The year 1931, there was no 
rain from mid April through to July 6, when good rains 
came. John Jr. was then able to sow some oats and so 
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Doris and John Jr. with Jim, Betty and 
Bob about 1941. 

provided the stock with winter feed. He threshed 300 
bushels of oats off that half section that year. There was 
a real good crop of No.1 hard wheat in 1932, but it sold 
at 30 ¢ a bushel!! The years 1933-1934 were fair crops but 
still no price. Then in 1935, it rained all June and July so 
that the hard wheat was not worth cutting on account of 
rust and root rot. All of it had to be burned. But 
somehow they managed and felt happier than many 
people are today, trying to keep up with the Jones's! 
There were a lot of them in the same boat, rub every 
penny, put the car up on blocks and use the old scrub
board. In those days nearly all farmers raised a little of 
everything. This diversification helped through the hard 
times. 

Most people milked a few cows, had some beef cattle, 
pigs, hens for eggs and chickens to dress for sale. They 
would certainly never starve, but with such low prices no 
one could buy anything except the few real necessities. 
From 1937, on, the farmer's lot began to improve. The 
crops were a bit better, also the prices. Grasshoppers 
were bad that year and also sleeping sickness in horses. 
John lost his best young team so that was the start of 
tractor farming. He bought an old Twin City tractor on 
steel and a one-way disk. In 1945, he bought a new No. 
81 Massey tractor on rubber, for $1,000. During and just 
after the war, machinery was scarce. He advertised the 
Twin City and it quickly went up to northern Saskat
chewan. The little Massey had enough power for 
everything John needed on a half section, including a 
three-furrow plow. Another comparison in prices; John 
bought a New Ford V8 in 1947, for $1,500. 

John Jr. and Doris had six children. Austin was born 
under Nurse Robinson's care in Baldur. She had the 
rooms above what is now the Baldur Gazette, and took in 
maternity cases. On April 11, 1932, their twins, Betty and 
Bob, were born at home with Nurse Janet Holmes in 
charge. Alice Sr. had to go to the hospital early in 1936, 
so Doris and John Jr. and family moved up to stay with 
Alice Jr. on the original Hiscock farm. The stock and all 
the feed for them were left down on the other farm. John 
Jr. walked down twice daily to do the chores. All their 
house heating came from wood in those days. On his 



walks home at night he would often go into a bush near 
his pathway in order to gather an armful of dry branches 
for kindling. One night he came home with his arms full 
of this kindling. Doris said, "Where is Austin?" He was 
four years old and had gone to meet John but had missed 
him because he, too, was in the bush. They found him 
right down at the buildings (about three quarters of a 
mile away). He was none the worse for his walk, he had 
stayed on his dad's path all the way, but it had been a 
scary time for them. It was almost dark and a cold night. 

Sons Jim and Glenn were born at home, Jim on April 
28, 1937, and Glenn on April 30, 1942. Dale was born at 
Mrs. Peterson's Nursing Home in Baldur on Sept. 25, 
1945. 

In 1948, Doris had to take tests in Winnipeg, with the 
diagnosis being chronic leukemia. She fought this for 
four years, taking deep X-ray treatments about every six 
months. She died on June 17,1952, in her 40th year, the 
saddest of days for all the family. 

Austin married Bernice Bramwell on Dec. 4, 1954. 
They had two children: Joyce married Lawrence Gagnon 
and they have two daughters; and Garry. 

Betty married Ken Brooks, on Dec. 21, 1957, and 
resides in St. Claude. They have two sons, Karl and Don. 

Bob married Doris Baskerville of Killarney on July 24, 
1965. They have one daughter, Roberta, two boys, 
Leonard and Wade. 

Jim married Georgina Anderson of Hamiota on Oct. 
9, 1965. They have two boys, Kelly and Todd. 

Dale married Caroline Daymond of Cypress River on 
May 11, 1968. They have two boys, Shawn and Cordell. 

Glenn married Vivienne Young, an English girl, on 
June 19, 1971. They have a boy Ian, and two girls, Fiona 
and Sandra. 

The Hiscocks have always been Anglicans. John Sr. 
could not take part in the service on account of his 
hearing problem. Alice Sr. attended whenever she could 
and was sure to attend any teas or picnics which the 
church sponsored. In those days, the Anglican Church 
used to hold annual picnics at Charles Hamilton's, with 
tennis in the day and dancing on the lawn at night. When 
John Jr. married Doris the ceremony was held in the 
United Church manse, but Doris joined the Anglican 
Church soon after. Doris and John J r. attended church 
on most Sundays: John Jr. acted as secretary and later as 
people's warden for a long time. 

In February, 1973, John left the farm and came to live 
in Baldur in the Argyle Lodge. On Dec. 13, 1975, Edith 
Lambkin his next door neighbour in the Lodge and John 
were married. 

John and Edith with apresentationjrom the hospital. 

AUSTIN AND BERNICE HISCOCK 
FAMILY 

Lawrence Gagnon, Joyce, Austin, Bernice and Garry. 

Austin Hiscock was born at Baldur, the oldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hiscock. In 1954 he married Bernice 
Bramwell of Neelin. They have spent all of their married 
life at Baldur. Austin worked as a mechanic for Clem 
Skardal for 11 years. He drove for Baldur Transfer for 16 
years. 

Bernice has worked at Baldur Hospital as a Nurse's 
Aide, for over 20 years. 

Austin and Bernice have two children, Joyce and 
Garry. 

Joyce was born in 1957, and was educated in Baldur. 
In 1977 she married Lawrence Gagnon of St. Alphonse. 
They live on a farm south of Greenway. They have one 
daughter, Jennifer, born in 1979. 

Garry was born in 1959, and was educated in Baldur. 
He drove for Baldur Mariapolis Transfer for three years. 
He now lives and works in Winnipeg. 

ROBERT AND KATHLEEN HODGE 
FAMILY 

Kathleen and Robert. 

Robert Hodge originally came from St. Austill, 
Cornwall, England. He managed the bank in Hamiota 
for around 15 years. He then managed the Royal Bank in 
Baldur, Man. from 1927-1934. 

Kathleen Denison, who married Robert Hodge, was 
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born in Toronto. She was a member of the G. Denison 
family, one of the original families of Toronto. The first 
Denison came to the Red River settlement with Lord 
Seton, who was Governor of Manitoba. 

lone, their daughter, went to the Baldur High School 
for three years, studied in Winnipeg and went in for 
business work. She married Walter Wilson, one of the 
managers of A.E. Ames in Vancouver. She lived several 
years in Montreal and had two sons, Douglas and Ian. 
Her family came back to Vancouver and she is now a 
widow, living in Pt. Grey in Vancouver. 

Lorraine, another daughter, went in for teaching and 
became a fully fledged art teacher. She taught in 
Manitoba, then later in Vancouver, B.C., where the 
family went to retire. 

In Baldur the family went to the Anglican Church in 
which Robert was a lay reader. 

ALFRED HOLDEN 

Alf Holden was born in Sweden, coming to Canada 
about 1908. In 1912, he worked for Edmund Crays ton 
and later for other farmers in the area. 

He bought NW 30-3-13 and farmed by himself for a 
number of years. During this time, he had the misfortune 
of losing an eye, when jabbed by the horn of one of his 
cattle. 

Alf retired in 1946, going to live with his sister at Eden, 
Man. Later he returned to Sweden, where he passed 
away. 

DICK AND PEGGY HOLDER FAMILY 

Dick and Peggy. 

Richard Charles (Dick) Holder was born in 1886, and 
came to Manitoba from England in 1910. He worked on 
farms in southwest Manitoba, mainly around Scarth, 
south of Virden. 

Emily (Peggy) Ross was born in 1888 and came to 
Manitoba from England in 1912. She originally booked 
passage on the Titanic. Last minute changes put her on 
an earlier ship and she landed in Halifax on the day 
(April) the Titanic was sunk. She came to Virden as that 
was where her two brothers were. 
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Dick and Peggy met when they were working on the 
same farm and were married in December, 1912. Dick 
started with the C.N.R. as a sectionman at Scarth in 
1914. Their son Ross was born at Scarth in August, 1914. 

In 1917, Dick went to Algar (two miles south of Oak 
Lake) as section foreman. Oak Lake was the closest 
town. Ross got most of his schooling at Oak Lake, (to 
grade X) and in 1929, they moved to Ninette. Due to the 
C.N .R. 's austerity program in the early 30's, there were a 
number of sections closed and Dick was 'bumped' in the 
fall of 1932. He came to Baldur in November, 1932. 
Peggy and Ross followed in the spring of 1933. They 
lived in the C.N.R. bunkhouse, which Peggy immediately 
christened 'the ark'. 

Dick and Peggy stayed in Baldur until retiring in 1951. 
They owned a house in Oak Lake, so went back there to 
live. Dick died in Brandon Assiniboine Hospital in 1960. 
Peggy came back to Baldur in 1962, and died in the fall of 
1963. 

Dick will be remembered for his garden, his interest in 
the curling club, and his enjoyment of fishing. 

Peggy will be remembered for her interest in 
needlework, her part in the Hospital Aid, and her work in 
the Anglican Church. 

Ross found that "the 30's" was a hard time to get 
started in a steady job. He worked on farms at harvest 
time, one year in a general store in Ninette, three years 
for Anderson Bros. in the garage, and odd jobs as an 
electrician and carpenter. 

Ross and Madge on their wedding day. 

In 1941, Ross joined the R.C.A.F. as an aero engine 
mechanic. He went to St. Thomas for a course and, on 
completion, was posted to St. Thomas as an instructor. 
In February, 1942, he came home on leave and married 
Madge Smith, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Smith. 
Madge was in her second year of teaching at Lockport, 
Man. She completed the school term, went to summer 
school to get her Permanent Teaching Certificate and in 
August came down to St. Thomas. Their son Richard was 
born in St. Thomas Hospital in May, 1943. Ross was 
posted to Comox, B.C. in February, 1945. Eight months 
later he was discharged and came home to Baldur. 

When Ross went to Comox in February of 1945, 



Madge came back to Baldur to stay with her parents. 
When Ross was discharged, he came home, and they 
lived with the Smiths while they built their house south of 
the tracks on the street now known as Centennial 
Crescent. They moved into the house in January of 1946. 
It was far from complete but it was 'theirs'. 

For the next 20 years, Ross worked as a carpenter and 
electrician. There are not many houses in Baldur that 
don't have some of his hammer dents and screwdriver 
scratches. In 1966, the Provincial Government was 
getting the two community colleges (The Pas and 
Brandon) about ready to go and needed journeyman 
tradesmen as instructors. Ross had his electrician's ticket 
so took the teacher training course. He didn't get a job at 
Brandon, but in January, 1967, Ross started at Red River 
Community College and taught there in the industrial 
electrical section until 1977 , when he retired. 

Madge took in boarders in Baldur, fed Hydro gangs, 
substituting in the Baldur School until 1953, when she 
went teaching full time at Rosehill. She stayed at Rosehill 
for two years. Next was two years at Welsh School, then 
into the Baldur School until June of 1969, when they 
moved to Winnipeg. Madge joined the Winnipeg School 
District No.1 in August of 1969, and taught at Dufferin 
School until 1977, when they both retired. Her teaching 
at Lockport, Rosehill, Welsh, Baldur and Dufferin all 
added up to 29 years. 

While in Baldur, Madge took an active part in the 
junior choir, and the United Church, singing and playing 
the piano. 

Since 1969, when they moved to Winnipeg, Ross and 
Madge have lived at 31 Wildwood Park. 

Richard, Calvin Ross Jr. and Carolyn. 

Their son Richard went to school in Baldur com
pleting grade 12. He took teacher training in Wi~nipeg. 
He taught at Holland, Treherne, Rossburn and for the 
last 10 years at Beausejour. By taking summer school 
courses and one full time year at the University of 
Manitoba, he has two degrees. In December 1967 he 
married Ca~olyn Skagfeld. They have two ado'pted s~ns; 
Ross, born III 1970, and Calvin, born in 1973. Richard's 
hobby is amateur (ham) radio. He started at it while in 
school in Baldur and still enjoys talking to other 'hams'. 

GEORGE AND PEARL HOLMES 
FAMILY 

George was born in England in 1900, one of seven 
children. He took his schooling at Walthamstow, Essex, 
Engl~nd. In 1920, he came to Canada and took up 
farmillg. In 1928, he started working for the Manitoba 
Pool Elevator Co. in Kaleida, Man., as seasonal help. 

Pearl Galbraith was born in Roseisle, Man. in 1908, 
one of seven children. She took her schooling at Roseisle, 
graduating in 1928. She taught school in northern 
Manitoba. In 1931, Pearl studied nursing in the School of 
Nursing, Carman, Man. She took two years in Winnipeg 
studying contagious diseases. She graduated in 1934 from 
the Carman General Hospital and kept busy with private 
duty nursing at Carman, Man. 

Pearl met George in 1932, and they were married July 
30, 1936. They resided in Kaleida, Man., where George 
was employed as grain buyer for the Manitoba Pool 
Elevators Co. 

Pearl and George had two children, David and Mary. 
In 1943, George was transferred to Baldur Pool 

Elevators. In 1950, Pearl joined the nursing staff of 
Baldur Medical Nursing Unit. 

George retired from Manitoba Pool Elevators in 1966 
after 23 years in Baldur, Man. George and Pearl moved 
to White Rock in the fall of 1966, where they have resided 
for the past 15 years. 

David graduated from high school in Baldur and 
joined the navy in 1955. He was in the navy for five years. 
David met Marjorie Labinsky of New Westminster, B.C. 
in 1957. They were married in 1962. They have four 
children: George, David, Nancy and Daniel. After 
David's term in the navy, he went into construction work 
and became a carpenter. He is now the president of the 
Carpenters' Union in New Westminster, B.C. and is also 
president of the Lower Mainland District Council of 
Carpenters (8,000 members). He has also kept up his 
Legion membership for 23 years. 

Mary graduated from Baldur High School and went to 
the School of Nursing in Winnipeg Children's Hospital, 
graduating in 1961. She nursed in Bermuda, The Pas, 
Baldur, Burnaby and Vancouver General Hospital. She 
married Michelle Farina of Italy in 1962. They had three 
children: Giulia, Carla and Roberto. They resided in 
Langley on a farm, where Mary died in 1979. 

W ALTER AND AMY HOPCRAFT F AMIL Y 

Walter Hopcraft, who was born in the Muskoka 
District of Ontario, came to Manitoba to farm in the 
Purvis area, south of Pilot Mound, and then moved to 
Ninette to buy grain. In the fall of 1918, he was trans
ferred to Baldur where he managed the Canadian 
Elevator Co. until 1927. During that period, for a short 
while, he managed the Massey Harris Implement 
Dealership. 

His wife, Amy Thomas, came from Glasgow, 
Scotland. They had two children, John and Ethel, who 
received their schooling in Baldur. 
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Ethel, Amy, Walter and John, Mrs. John Hopcraft Sr. (Seated). 

In early 1928, they moved to the west coast of British 
Columbia and made their home in New Westminster. 
Walter Hopcraft died in April, 1945, and his wife, Amy, 
died in October, 1958. 

Their son John married Ruth Stone in September, 
1939, and they reside in Burnaby, B.C. 

Ethel, Mrs. Wm. Johnson, lives in Vernon, B.C. 

WILLIAM HOUSTON FAMILY 

William was born in 1866. Little is known of his 
younger life. He married Agnes Simpson and 
homesteaded 16-4-13 in Argyle Municipality. Alex Brown 
repor,ts in his book that he and his brother Roger helped 
William raise a house and barn in 1891. Frank and Oliver 
Brown helped enlarge the log house on the Houston 
homestead in 1897, and put a loft over the stable in 1900. 
This building still stands. 

Jean 

William and Agnes had two daughters, Jean born 
about 1894, and Mabel born Sept. 12, 1896. Mabel 
passed away on Aug. 8, 1898. 

In a mishap with a horse, William's leg was badly hurt; 
this lamed him for life. 

On June 8, 1908 Agnes passed away, leaving William 
and Jean to fend for themselves. 

472 

Mary Hesman came to keep house for William and 
they were later married, which made a more pleasant life 
for Jean. 

William acquired NE 26-3-13 and rented it until he sold 
to Walter Ballantine. 

In April 1917 , William and Mary sold the homestead to 
Burley Hainstock and moved to Greenway. Jean taught 
school near Morden, and in 1919 married Dick Bayliss 
and lived near Miami. She passed away in 1930, leaving a 
family of four. 

William and Mary lived on in Greenway where William 
was a faithful custodian of Greenway School, United 
Church and the community hall. 

Many pupils of Greenway School have happy 
memories of spending a night with Houstons if a blizzard 
blew up and the children were unable to reach home. 
Mary loved children and played many games to amuse 
them. 

William had a beautiful sorrel horse which he drove for 
the first few years he was in Greenway. He stabled horses 
for drivers who came from a distance. 

William passed away in December, 1937 and rests in 
Argyle Cemetery. 

Mary lived on in Greenway, boarding the local school 
teacher, until her marriage to Jack Brinkworth in 
January, 1942. 

They lived in Jack's house in Baldur until Mary's death 
in March, 1952. 

JAMES AND EVA HOWELL FAMILY 

Back Row: Donna, Delorie, and Lyle. Front Row: James and Eva. 

The James Howell family resided on the home farm, 
which had originally been purchased by James' father, 
John, two miles east of Roland, Man. When John died, 
the farm was sold, so in the spring of 1936, James and 
family moved to their new location, in Baldur. 

At that time, most of southern Manitoba was in the 
grip of 'the dirty thirties', so the Howell family rented the 
land adjoining the town of Baldur. This land was at that 



time owned by Mr. Roland Cramer. Part of the southeast 
corner of the town of Baldur was originally Cramer land. 

The Howell family included; James, his wife, Eva and 
children; Delorie, Dona and Lyle. The family possessions 
were moved by rail, as the rental of a box car was the 
most efficient means of transportation. Times were 
difficult. The farm was small and the family had very 
little money. Eva was not only a trained teacher, but had 
training in music. It was natural for her to give music 
lessons and she continued this sideline for many years. 
The family maintained a few cattle, chickens, turkeys and 
a large garden, which supplemented their food supply. 

In 1939, when the war created a need for airfields, Jim 
joined a construction crew, which built hangars in 
Hartney and Rivers. The family car, (of 1927 vintage) 
continued to sit on blocks in the garage, so Jim managed 
to get home every few months only. Although the 
children were responsible for caring for the stock and for 
attending school, they all managed to participate in the 
community sports. Hockey, ball, track and field, 
swimming and shooting were all available. The Howells 
were members of the United Church, where Eva and Jim 
sang in the choir and the family attended regularly. 

By 1943, the war was in full progress. Delorie joined 
the armed forces, Jim had returned home, and the family 
left the farm to reside in town. Eva continued to teach 
music, James turned to carpentry, but always retained 
one team of his Clydesdale horses, to the pleasure of the 
children of the neighbourhood. Dona and Lyle com
pleted high school in Baldur, and Dona took teacher 
training. 

In 1967, James and Eva were preparing for a trip to 
visit Lyle, when James suffered a fatal heart attack. Eva 
continued to reside in Baldur for awhile, spent some time 
with each member of the family, and died in Brandon in 
1969. 

When the war ended, Delorie became princpal of 
Ninette School (on permit). The following year he 
completed teacher training and returned to a prin
cipalship in southwestern Manitoba. As the years went 
by, he completed his Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of 
Education. He married Betty Geisbrecht, who was also a 
teacher. Delorie became Assistant Superintendent of 
Brandon Schools and Superintendent of Turtle 
Mountain. Delorie and Betty reside in Killarney, where 
Delorie has returned to classroom teaching in high 
school. They have four sons; Robert Allan, Gary Wayne, 
Timothy Bruce and Donald James. 

Dona married Jack McLeod and for several years 
farmed in the Mather area. Later they moved to Bran
don, where Jack and his brother own a trailer 
manufacturing business and Dona teaches in Assiniboine 
Community College. Jack and Dona have two sons, 
Donald and Neil, and two daughters, Beverly and 
Shelley. 

When Lyle Howell finished high school in Baldur, he 
went to Sudbury and became a chemist for Inco. He has 
held that position ever since. He married Pat Van Alstyne 
and they live in Lively. They have one son, James and 
one daughter, Betty-Jean. 

The family presently has members residing from 
British Columbia to Ontario but none left in Baldur. 

JACOB AND ELIZABETH HUFFMAN 
FAMILY 

The Huffman family, Jacob and Elizabeth, like so 
many others from the province of Ontario, came west in 
the early 1880's in search of land and space to raise their 
family. Jacob Abraham Huffman and Elizabeth 
Meacham were married in 1861, in Rednerville "in the 
Province of Canada", where Jacob earned his living as a 
carpenter. There they raised six children, and with 
another on the way, decided to make the trek west in 
search of a new home. In 1882, they left Ontario and 
reached West Lynne, a small village across the river from 
Emerson, Man. They stayed there until the following 
spring, to await the arrival of the new baby and to give 
Jacob time to travel by himself to Manitoba, to file claim 
on a suitable quarter section. In the spring of 1883, the 
whole family travelled to their new home by oxen and 
settled on 26-4-14, in the R.M. of Argyle. 

Jacob and Elizabeth had five girls and two boys: Nell, 
Flo, Harry, Alex., Mattie, Annie and Jessie. 

The first home was built close to the road and was a 
"half-way house" in the days of early travel by horse and 
wagon, between the widely separated settlements. Grain 
at first was hauled to Manitou. While one of the boys was 
delivering grain, Jacob would walk to Marringhurst 
district to cut a load of wood, to be picked up by the team 
of oxen on the return trip from Manitou. Rosehill School 
(one of the first in the district) was attended during the 
summer months by some of the younger children. They 
walked to and from school, a distance of three or four 
miles across country. 

Harry and Alex did most of the clearing and breaking, 
while Jacob divided his time between the farm and 
carpentry, whenever that opportunity presented itself. In 
the year 1897, Jacob contracted to build the first Huff 
School. His tender was, "to supply material and erect a 
school building in a workmanlike manner", for the sum 
of $467.40. 

Later, about 1908, the building site was moved farther 
in from the road and a new house and other buildings 
were erected. 

The Huffman homestead remained in the family until 
1943, when it was purchased by Jack Dearsley. 

Nell was born in 1864. She married Volney Waldo and 
lived in Saskatchewan. She died in 1948. 

Flo was born in 1866. She married Philip Sherlock and 
lived in Killarney, Man. She died in 1933. 

Harry was born in 1867. He never married and lived on 
the home farm with his parents and youngest sister. He 
was a faithful member of the United (Methodist) Church 
and Sunday school and was interested in all community 
affairs. He died in 1943, and the farm was sold. 

Alex was born in 1870. In 1893, he married Blanche 
Embury. They rented several farms in the district, finally 
settling on 20-4-14, which they purchased from Robert 
Johnson. They had two sons: Roy (See Roy Huffman 
history) and Angus (See Angus Huffman history). Alex 
died in 1964. 

Mattie was born in 1872. She married Herb Pierce and 
moved to Saskatchewan. She died in 1956. 
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Annie was born in 1874. She married Andrew Embury, 
but died shortly after, in 1905. 

Jessie was born in 1883. She began nurses training in 
Vancouver, B.C., but returned home when her mother 
was killed in an accident, to keep house for her father and 
brother. After the war, she married Sam Christie and 
they went into partnership with Harry on the home farm. 
Sam and Jessie had one daughter, Oma, who married Bill 
Shewfelt. Sam died in 1943. Jessie spent several years in 
Baldur and Winnipeg. The last years of her life were 
spent with her daughter, Oma, at Pilot Mound and 
Glenboro. Jessie died in 1968. 

Elizabeth died accidently on Feb. 2, 1909. Jacob died 
in 1916. 

ANGUS AND REA HUFFMAN FAMILY 

Bea, Glenn and Angie. 

Angus William Huffman was born on Dec. 19, 1896, 
the son of Alex and Blanche Huffman. He received his 
education at Rosehill and Baldur Schools. He lived at the 
parental home until 1916, when he enlisted in the army. 
Going overseas in 1917, he served continuous combat in 
the front lines for 21 months. He rose rapidly through the 
ranks, fortunate not to have been wounded, and was 
discharged with rank of lieutenant. While in service, he 
won several bars to his cross-rifles, for markmanship. 

After the war, he farmed in the Rosehill district. He 
had natural talent as a ball player, at all positions and 
excelling behind the plate. He was catcher for the notable 
"Huffman and Huffman battery", which senior league 
batters cowered against. 

On Nov. 11, 1927, Angie married Lillian Beatrice 
Card, of Greenway. They farmed in the Rosehill distriCt 
until ill health forced a change of vocation. They moved 
to Greenway, where Angie was a mail carrier. In the late 
1930's, they moved to Dryden, Ont., where Angie was 
employed by the St. Regis Paper Company. He retired in 
the early 1960's and they moved to Brandon. They then 
moved to Kelowna, B.C., to an enjoyable retirement. 

Angie and Bea had one son, Glenn, who lives in 
Dryden, Ont. 

Angie died on June 27, 1976. Bea remains in Kelowna, 
B.C., enjoying reading and her needlework. 
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ROY AND JESSIE HUFFMAN 
FAMILY 

Roy and Jessie, on their 60th wedding anniversary, in 1981. 

Roy Embury Huffman was born on June 11,1895. He 
received his education at Rosehill and Baldur Schools and 
continued to farm with his parents on 20-4-14. Harold 
Rogers, one of Roy's schoolteachers at Rosehill, had seen 
promise in the accurate and strong pitching arm, during 
almost daily sessions of "playing catch". For many 
years, Roy was considered top pitcher at a time when 
senior league baseball flourished in the area south of No. 
1 Highway and into North Dakota. Along about this 
time, a news item in the" Baldur Gazette" enhanced the 
lives of Roy and Jessie Campbell of Belmont. "STAR 
PITCHER WEDS ---On Tuesday, Dec. 20, 1921, took 
place an event that will be of real interest to thousands of 
baseball fans in South-Central Manitoba, when the star 
pitcher of the Baldur Baseball Club, Roy Huffman, took 
unto himself a battery mate in the delightful person of 
Miss Jessie Campbell. These two game young sports were 
united in matrimony at the home of the bride, near 
Belmont, by another sport and one-time twirler, Rev. D. 
Howarth, of Miami. Of the bride it is sufficient to say, 
that she brings to the team, youth and beauty and golden 
opinions, of the many who are favored with her 
acquaintance and to those who know her, it is easy to see 
why Roy took this occasion to 'steal home'. As a pitcher, 
Roy Huffman and his records are well known to 
Southern Manitoba and when his umps announced, 
'Huffman on the battery,' the fans sit back for a sis sling 
game. Last summer, as pitcher for the Manitoba Masons, 
with his brother Angus at the receiving end, he put over a 
clean win at Rock Lake, on the occasion of the In
ternational Masonic Championship match, taming his 
American brother Masons, so that they agreed to enter 
the League of Nations. The young couple will play at 
farming, between games, during the coming summer and 
the heartiest of best wishes goes with them from hosts of 
friends. " 

Roy and Jessie had two daughters, Erma and Shirley. 
Jessie was an accomplished farmer's wife. Her charge 

was typically filled with house, garden, daily chores and 
the multitude of odds and ends that a farm homemaker 
faces daily and she enjoyed the anticipaton of challenges, 



Jessie, Shirley, Erma and Roy. 

as they came. Once, when she and daughter Erma were 
returning from Cartwright, with the back seat of their 
1929 Chev. covered with chicks, the brakes failed and 
they rolled down the south Neelin-Cartwright "snake 
trail" hill. Typically, all Jessie said was "We made it, 
good thing there wasn't a team on the road." Another 
time, Jessie had checked the brooder house in the middle 
of the night, only to rise in the morning to see a 
blackened spot of ashes. Again, a fresh batch of chicks 
and into another summer without hesitation. 

Roy and Jessie farmed on 20-4-14 until 1964, when 
they sold to Charlie Stevens and moved to Baldur. The 
good times and the not so good times of the 1920's and 
1930's, were taken in stride. The ever present interest in 
sports, especially baseball, and the tournaments, both as 
participant and spectator, continue to this day. Hunting 
expeditions for ducks and deer, were highlights of the 
lean years and were enjoyed in the company of close 
friends, the Bill Gordons, George Browns, Sexsmiths, 
Vic Fishers, Walter Hawns and Ernie Parsons. In later 
years, Roy started trap-shooting and has several trophies 
to show his prowess at the sport he still enjoys. 

The Huffman home was special in that it had music. 
Jessie had always played accompaniment to violin and 
Roy played violin. Eventually, with Allan Embury and 
John Weedmark, they became known as the Huffman 
Orchestra, playing for dances in the surrounding towns. 
Jessie and daughters, Erma and Shirley, often sang at 
showers and other functions. 

Jessie belongs to the United Church Choir and is a 
staunch supporter of the U.C.W. She is also active in the 
fraternal lodge of Eastern Star at Belmont, having been a 
member for 20 years. 

Roy took his turn on local school boards and actively 
supports the Masons, being a Past Master of Strathcona 
Lodge, receiving his 50 year jewel, 11 years ago. He is 
keenly interested in all sports, appreciating newspaper 
and television coverage immensely. Situations and 
statistics are easy for him to relate, as he has a total recall 
memory for the names and faces encountered in active 
sports participation. 

Erma is married to Stuart McKay and lives in Calgary, 
Alt. She has two daughters, Cheryl Fredell and Bonnie 
Buchanan and two sons, Cameron and Roy. 

Shirley is married to George Bannerman and they live 
in Lacombe, Alta. They have one daughter, Karen 

Healing and one son Laurie. 
Roy and Jessie celebrated their 60th wedding an

niversary in 1981, with most of the family and many 
friends, enjoying the time with them. They enjoy good 
health and are very interested in the everyday happenings 
of the district. 

J.O. HUNTER FAMILY 

Oliver and Ida, on their wedding day in 
1908. 

John Oliver (J.O.) and Ida MacLean Hunter moved 
from Mather to Baldur with their family, Ruth, W.H., 
Roderick, Doreen and Gwenneth, in July, 1925. The 
Thos. F. Poole Hardware became the Hunter and 
Gemmill Hardware store, and the Hunter family bought 
the Poole home. The Hunters were members of the 
United Church where the children and parents par
ticipated in the many progtams. Aside from Ruth, who 
was attending the University of Manitoba, all the 
children attended the Baldur School. 

The decision to move to Baldur was influenced, no 
doubt, in Ida's mind, by the large family home and 
grounds, the excellent reputation of a culturally 
progressive school system and the church-oriented 
community. Ida was to have less than two years to settle 
her family into the new community, but in that time, she 
so impressed Ivan Schultz with her keen interest in 
education, that all his later life, he would remind the 
family of her expectations. On her death, at 43 years of 
age, he wrote a never-to-be-forgotten eulogy on a noble 
and courageous woman. 

Oliver was a keen curler until heart trouble forced him 
into more sedentary sports. None of the family could 
beat him at croquinole unless he willed it. He loved 
horses and horse racing but never placed a bet. He had a 
fine collection of tools which he taught the family to 
handle and to put back in place. In his early bachelor 
days (which ended when he was 34) he had played the 
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drums with the local musicians at dances and was also in 
demand as a dancing partner. 

He brought the family and the business through the 
very difficult years of the "dirty thirties". He expected 
the best from each member of his family. It will never be 
forgotten, the many times the children brought a report 
card home with marks in the nineties and he would look 
at them and say, "Now if you had just studied you could 
have had a hundred." With great love and respect they 
could all say, "That's our dad!" 

Edith Hunter Brown in her suite in Glenboro. 

Edith was born in January, 1903, at Clearwater, Man. 
the eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Kemp. 

In 1927, Edith came to Baldur as a housekeeper for 
Mr. Oliver Hunter and family. Ida Hunter, who was a 
dear friend of Edith's, had passed away, leaving a family 
of five children. 

In 1928, Oliver and Edith were married. They had one 
daughter, Agnes. 

Oliver passed away in September, 1940, and was laid to 
rest in the Baldur Cemetery. 

Edith and Agnes spent one year in Regina, Sask. and 
returned to Baldur in 1943. In 1947, they moved to 
Winnipeg. Agnes was married in 1949, to Lloyd Moore 
of Glenboro (see Lloyd Moore History). 

On June 1, 1950, Edith married George W. Brown of 
Winnipeg, who passed away in June, 1973. 

Edith has some fond memories of when they lived in 
Baldur, and made many friends, many of whom have 
passed on, others who have made their home elsewhere. 
It is still nice to visit those who call Baldur 'home'. 

Edith was a member of Baldur United Church and 
U.C.W. They all worked together for fowl suppers, teas, 
and bake sales. She enjoyed every minute of the work. 
She also taught Sunday School for a number of years, 
was a member of the Red Cross and taught sewing in 4-
H. 

In November, 1979, she came to Glenboro, making her 
home in the Glen Haven Manor. 

Ruth graduated from the University of Manitoba in 
home economics, then taught in Winnipeg briefly before 
she received her master's degree from Ames, Iowa. In 
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1934, she married Dr. M.A. Collins. The wedding took 
place in the Baldur United Church with the garden 
reception following at her home. Relatives and friends 
came from many parts of Canada to make it a joyous 
occasion. It meant a new suit for Roderick and the first 
long dress for Doreen. Ruth and Mac have four sons; 
Lynn, Clarence, Bill and Ed. 

W.H. married AlIa Jonasson in 1928. They had four 
children. (See W.H. Hunter Family History). 

Roderick graduated from Wesley College with a B.A. 
degree and from the University of Manitoba with a law 
degree. Rod was a lieutenant-commander in the navy 
during the war, stationed in Halifax, where he met and 
married Doris Moffatt in 1942. Rod and Dori.s live in 
Winnipeg and have three sons, Rod, John David and 
Craig. After a full career with Great West Life and James 
Richardson, he is the present chancellor of the University 
of Winnipeg. It is a natural progression from senior stick 
of Wesley College, president of the University of 
Manitoba Student Union, chairman of the Board of 
Regents of United College to the present chancellorship. 

Doreen, after a four year sojourn in British Columbia, 
left the teaching profession to marry Henry J. Benningen 
whose career spanned 49 years of service with the 
Winnipeg School Division. Hank served as a paymaster 
in the Canadian Army in Winnipeg, Shilo and overseas. 
They have two sons, Grant and John, and two daughters, 
Linda and Alison. 

Gwenneth finished her schooling in Vermont where she 
went to live with sister Ruth in 1940. On completion of 
her business training she worked for London Life in 
Winnipeg. In 1945, she married Dr. Wilfred Stephen 
Goodman of Baldur. After serving as a medical officer in 
the army, Wilfred located in a practice in Porcupine 
Plain, Sask. where the first two children, Gwenda and 
Rick, were born. Later they went to Oxford, England 
where Wilf obtained his Fellowship in the Royal College 
of Surgeons in Otolaryngology. They have made their 
home in Toronto where three more children, Stephen, 
Ainslie and Wilfred were born. The Goodmans have a 
100 acre farm at Shelborne which they call "V anaheim". 
The farm is 12 miles from Orangeville where J .0. Hunter 
was born and migrated from. 

The wedding dress Ida MacLean Hunter wore August 
27, 1907, was later worn by eight brides. Her three 
daughters, Ruth, Doreen and Gwenneth and grand
daughter Betty Joan wore the dress at their weddings, 
with very little alteration. In 1970, as a centennial 
project, Doreen spent 200 sewing hours remodelling the 
dress and appliqueing by hand, all the exquisite French 
embroidery onto new material. Linda wore the dress in 
June, 1970, Alison in September, 1973, and great
granddaughter Sheri Walkingshaw in 1978. The heirloom 
dress is now at the Goodmans in the hope that Ainslie 
will wish to wear it on her wedding day. 

The quality of life the Hunter family have enjoyed is 
directly attributable to the dedicated teachers they all had 
in the Baldur School and the United Church and to the 
challenging, caring community. The town of Baldur is 
well-known across the land, as few of its former residents 
are shy about praising the life and times as they knew 
them. 



W.H. AND ALLA HUNTER FAMILY 

:".T ... ; ... ' .... ; .. ' ft" 
~ 

Top Row: Margaret, Alia and Vernon. Bottom Row: Donna, W.H. and 
Betty. 

W.H. Hunter, William Henry, who was born in 1911, 
and Alla Jonasson, born in 1910, were married in 1927. 
They lived in Baldur until 1947, and then moved to 
Lethbridge, Alta. W.H. and Alla had four children, all 
born in Baldur. Alla died in 1956 and W.H. died in 1960. 

Vernon Harold, Royal Bank Manager, Fort Saskat
chewan, Alta., married Elizabeth Kearns in August, 
1957. Their children are Patricia Ann, Brenda May, 
Vernon Kirk. 

Betty Joan, of St. Albert, Alta., married Adam 
Darwin Walingshaw on Nov. 7, 1953. Their children are 
Shari Joan, (Mrs. Brian Paziuk); Lindy Mae, (Mrs. Alan 
David Sacuta), and Adam Robert. 

Donna May of Calgary, Alta., married Ralph R. 
Dench on Nov. 6, 1954. Ralph died in 1980. Their 
children are William Everett, Christine Alla Heather. 

Margaret Doreen of Yukon, Oklahoma, married 
James McCormick Stewart in July, 1960. Their children 
are Jon Hunter, Thomas Arthur, Donna Elizabeth, 
Diane Margaret. 

CELEST AND MAGDALENA HUTLET 
FAMILY 

Celest was born on Nov. 25, 1915, at St. Alphonse, 
Man., the eleventh child of August Hutlet and Victorine 
Malo. 

Magdalena was born in 1916, at St. Alphonse, the sixth 
child of Ernest Rigoux and Victorine Deschouwer. 

Celest and Magdalena were married on Nov. 25, 1940, 
at St. Alphonse Catholic Church. They moved to a farm 
north of Bruxelles where they lived for two years. In 
1942, they moved to a farm north of Greenway with their 
two children, Shirley and Herby. Marlene was born 
there. In June of 1947, they came to the farm south of 
Baldur, where Joyce and Terry were born. 

They bought N 10-4-14 and S 15-4-14 in June of 1947, 
and SW 14-4-14 in 1949. Then, in 1952, the old barn was 
torn down and a new barn, 80 feet by 28 feet, was built. 

Back Row: Herbie, Celest, Magdalena and Shirley. Front Row: 
Marlene, Terry and Joyce. 

A dance was held in this barn and the entire proceeds 
were donated to the Baldur District Hospital. Music was 
by the Royal Canadians. 

In 1954, the three-story brick house was torn down and 
made into a bungalow. The income from the farm was 
mostly from wheat and barley, cattle and milk cows. 
Twelve to fifteen cows were milked by hand. That took 
care of all the purchases of groceries and fuel for farm 
and transportation. 

In 1964, a pig barn was built for 200 pigs. Then in 
1968, Celest and Magdalena moved to Baldur, health 
problems necessitating the move. 

The children started school at Rosehill and later were 
transported by bus to Baldur where they received their 
high school. 

Shirley took a secretarial course at the University of 
Manitoba. She married Barry Cairnes in 1964. Their 
children are: Sherri, Jamie and Crystal. They live in 
Winnipeg where Shirley is secretary for Windsor Park 
Collegiate. 

Herby married Verna Elliott in 1968. Their children 
are: Tammy, Mark, Lorri, Joanne, Jay and Jacolyn. 
They farm in the Glenboro area. 

Marlene took her teacher training and obtained her 
degrees in education at the University of Manitoba. She 
has been teaching for the past twelve years and has been 
in Kenora for six years. 

Joyce took her teacher training in Brandon and 
married Les Ostby in 1974. Their children are: Clinton 
and Jared. They live in Flin Flon. Joyce still teaches part 
time. 

Terry was in the Navy from 1976 to 1979. He was then 
employed by the Winnipeg Post Office. He now makes 
his home in Victoria, B.C. 

BEGGI AND BORGA ISBERG FAMILY 

Gudjon Bjorgvin (Beggi) Thorstein was born on July 
15,1871, in Jokuldal, BreidaI, Iceland. He was the son of 
Thorstein Jonsson and Gudrun Antonius. Thorstein had 
been a fisherman in Iceland. He drowned in 1893. 

In 1894, Beggi came to Canada with his mother, 
Gudrun, his brother Sigurdur (Sam) and his four sisters: 
Sigridur (Sarah), Kristbjorg (Bertha), Antonia (Annie), 
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Beggi and Barga. 

and Helga. His older brother, Anthony had come to 
Canada earlier and lived in Baldur. Anthony made it 
possible for the rest of the family to come to Canada - by 
sending them the fare. On coming to Canada, the family 
took their father's name, Jonsson, but there were so 
many with the same name, there were mixups in the mail, 
so they decided to change their name, and they chose 
Isberg. The family remained in Baldur for several years, 
later moving to Alberta and British Columbia, except for 
Beggi, who stayed in Baldur. His mother, Gudrun, spent 
her latter years with Beggi. She died in 1931. 

Kristbjorg (Borga) Christianson was born on Sept. 17, 
1875 in Borgarhreppi, in Myrasyslu, Iceland. She came to 
Canada in 1900, to Baldur, where her father Steingrimur 
Christianson was living. It was in Baldur where Borga 
met Beggi Isberg and on Oct. 12, 1902, they were married 
in the Grund Lutheran Church. 

Beggi worked for the C.N.R. He and Borga lived a few 
years in Elgin, Dunrea and Belmont, coming back to 
Baldur in 1913. They bought a house from Beggi's 
brother, Anthony, who was leaving for Alberta. Anthony 
had built this house in 1909, and it remained in the family 
until 1966, when it was sold to Roy and Ruby Wylie. 

Beggi was a member of the Lutheran Church, where he 
taught Sunday school for many years. He enjoyed music, 
skating and spent many an hour cutting his own hay with 
a scythe. The family always kept pigs, chickens, ducks 
and a cow. 

Borga was an active worker in the Lutheran Ladies' 
Aid and she gave much of her time in helping the sick and 
elderly. Many hours were spent knitting for family and 
friends, from yarn which she carded, spun and dyed 
herself, having obtained the wool from farmers in the 
district. A highlight of Borga's week was a trip to the 
Icelandic Library, for more books and discussions with 
other friends, who gathered there. She was an avid reader 
and especially loved poetry. 

Beggi and Borga's home was always open for social 
gatherings, such as serving coffee and lunch after the 
yearly "May" concert (Sumardeginn fyrsta), which was 
held in the Lutheran Church, with other denominations 
taking part. It was also a gathering place for the Young 
People's Society, Ladies' Aid meetings, card games and 
public debates, which were often very exciting! 

Beggi and Borga had seven children: Anthony, Laura, 
Clara, Martin, Herman, Jonina and Emily. They all 
attended Baldur School and belonged to the Lutheran 
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Back Row: Laura, Anthony and Clara. Front Row: Herman, Joan, and 
Martin. Emily on right. 

Church. 
Beggi died in 1939, and Borga died in 1967, at the age 

of92. 
Anthony was born in July, 1904. Handicapped since 

birth, he worked as a caretaker at the office and home of 
Ivan Schultz and also for Raymond Cleghorn. He died in 
1931, at the age of 27. 

Laura was born on Aug. 8, 1907. She married Jon 
Laxdal in July, 1934. Jon was a teacher, and for many 
years was vice-principal of the normal school (teachers' 
college) in Winnipeg. Jon and Laura had three children: 
John, Joanne and Shirley. Jon died in 1971. Laura 
resides in Winnipeg. 

Clara was born on March 16, 1909. She worked for 
many years as assistant manager of W oodwards at 
Vancouver and Port Alberni. Her first husband was 
Eddie Sigurdson who died in 1943. She married William 
Wear and they had one son, Brian. Clara now resides in 
Quesnel, B.C. 

Martin was born on Dec. 23,1911. He served overseas 
in WWII, in the Signal Corps. In 1937, he married Unnur 
Sveinson of Baldur. They had three children: Myrna 
(Mrs. Ross Lalonde), Brian (deceased), and Garry. 
Martin and Unnur were divorced. Martin spent most of 
his years at logging and mining. He died accidently at 
Uranium City, Sask., in 1959. 

Herman was born on Nov. 3, 1913. He was in the 
R.C.A.F. during WWII, and was stationed in Canada. 
He married Sigrun Sveinson of Baldur in 1934. They had 
three children: Joan, Clifford and John. Herman worked 
for many years as head mechanic at a pulp and paper mill 
in Powell River, B.C., also in other mills in British 
Columbia. He died in 1978. 

Jonina (Joan) was born on Jan. 18, 1915. In Sep
tember, 1936, she married Walter Swains on of Baldur. 
They lived in Kississing, Man. for a number of years, 
where Walter worked in the Sheridan Mines. Then they 
moved to Winnipeg, where Walter worked at Eaton'S, 
until his retirement. They had two children: Ralph and 
Carol. Walter and Joan reside in Winnipeg. 



Emily was born on Feb. 1, 1917. In 1935, she married 
Herb Christopherson. They had four daughters: 
Marguerite, Dorothy, Patricia and Connie. (See Herb 
Christopherson History). Herb died in 1960. In 1965, 
Emily married Donald J. Craik, who farmed at 
Greenway. Don and Emily are now retired and living in 
Baldur. 

IN MEMORIAM OF 
BRIAN ISBERG, 11 YEARS OLD 

In every young ladfeeling manhood's bristle, 
On still the smooth chin, round with innocence, 
In every young boy's cheery morning whistle, 
We shall remember him. 

In every bulging pocket stuffed with marbles, 
With penknife, fishing hook and ball of twine, 
In every pair of sneakers, scuffed, lace-broken, 
In every peeled-white branch or bird's egg token, 
We shall remember him, not as her boy, 
But as your boy and mine. 

Grant him, dear God, a playground wide andfair, 
A boy his age, his secret dreams to share. 
It must be lonely, motherless, among 
The company of God's eternal young. 

MaaraHaas 
June, 1951 

(by permission of author) 

KRISTJAN AND HELGA ISFELD FAMILY 

Back Row: Hringur, Fred, George, Kjartan, Herman, Geiri. Front 
Row: Margret, Helga, Krist jan, Harold. 

The hardship years in northern Iceland forced Krist jan 
Magnusson and Helga Tomasdottir and their two young 
sons to immigrate to Canada in September, 1888. They 
later changed their name to Isfeld. They settled in the 
municipality of Argyle, where they bought NE 9-6-16. In 
1902, they built a lumber house, which is still in use 
today; W.H. Hunter bought it in 1940 and moved it to 

Baldur. A kitchen and bathroom were added on. Miss 
Renaud is the present owner. 

Krist jan was very fond of his team of Icelandic ponies, 
which he had brought over after coming to Canada. 

Krist jan and Helga had seven sons and one daughter: 
Holmgeir, Herman, Kjartan, George, Margret, Hringur, 
Frederick and Harold. 

In 1921, Krist jan and Helga moved to Glenboro. 
Krist jan died on July 31, 1926, and Helga on July 6, 
1936. They are both buried at Bru Cemetery. 

Holmgeir (Geiri) was born in July, 1883 in Iceland. He 
married Olive Lytle, daughter of Andrew and Elvera 
Lytle of Swan Lake, in January, 1914. They farmed in 
Argyle until 1931, when they moved to Selkirk and then 
to Winnipeg. Geiri and Olive had seven children. Ella 
Elvera Helga was born in December, 1914, and married 
John French. They have one son and are living in 
Australia. Ethel Viola was born on Nov. 17, 1916, and 
married Bjarney Borgfjord of Arborg. They have four 
children and are living in Dauphin, Man. Christena 
Myrtle was born on Sept. 1, 1918, and married Verne 
Poole. They have four children and are living in Red 
Deere, Alta. Ruby Carrie was born on Feb. 18, 1920, and 
married Marshall Alexander. They had one son, who was 
brought up by Christena and Verne Poole after Ruby's 
death. Ivan Andrew was born on Sept. 2, 1921. He 
fought in WWIl and was reported missing in August, 
1943, later presumed dead. His body was found outside 
of Holland in 1949, and was later transferred to the Field 
of Honor. Laura Sarah was born on Nov. 30, 1922, and 
married S. Kehler. They have one daughter and are living 
in Toronto. Bertha Margaret was born in March, 1928, 
and married Louis Geisler. They have three children and 
are living in Selkirk, Man. Geiri died in May, 1963 and 
Olive a few years later. 

Herman was born on May 19, 1887, in Iceland. He 
married Bjorg Walter. (See Herman Isfeld History). 

Kjartan was born on Nov. 13, 1891. He married 
Kristborg (Borga) Goodman, daughter of John and 
Gudrun Goodman, on Nov. 22, 1916. They farmed in 
various places in the R.M. of Argyle until 1933, when 
they moved to Glenboro. Kjartan hauled cream for 
Glenboro and Treherne creameries. In 1935, the family 
moved out to the Goodman farm and cared for Borga's 
father, John, until his death in 1944. In 1945, they moved 
back to Glenboro, moving John's house into town for the 
family to reside in. Kjartan and Borga had four children. 
Gudrun was born on Sept. 23, 1918. After finishing 
school, she worked out in different homes before going 
to work for the Christopherson family (See Hernit 
Christopherson History). Helga was born on June 15, 
1921. She married Norman Pridmore of Ottawa, Ont., in 
September, 1943. They had three children. Norman died 
in 1967. Helga is working for the civil service and lives in 
Ottawa, Ont. Jonina (Joan) was born on July 14, 1930. 
She married Elmer Feakes in 1957. They live in Brandon 
where Joan works in the kitchen at the Brandon General 
Hospital. Krist jan Gudbjorn (Kris) was born on May 10, 
1936. He was in the air force for several years and is now 
working and living in Calgary, Alta. Kjartan died on 
June 4, 1956, and Borga on Oct. 12, 1970. 

George was born on March 8, 1892. He worked for 
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different farmers in the district then moved to Ontario 
where he died suddenly. He is buried in the Bru 
Cemetery. 

Margret was born on Jan. 31, 1895. She worked for 
some time in the Belmont Drug Store and the children 
and young people used to spend time at the store and 
watch with fascination, as Margret neatly wrapped 
parcels with her one hand and stub, as she had been born 
with only part of an arm on her left side. She was often 
heard to say "What do you need two hands for?" After 
her father's health failed, Margret went back home to 
help and also worked at different jobs in town. She cared 
for her parents until their death, then moved to Winnipeg 
and worked in there until she married Bjarney Gillies, a 
widower. After Bjarney's death, Margret moved to the 
Betel Home in Gimli, where she died in November, 1971. 

Hringur was born on April 12, 1897. He enlisted in 
WWI, in January, 1918, and was severely wounded at 
Cambrai, in September, 1918, and returned home to 
Canada in March, 1919. On May 16, 1921, he married 
Steinlaug Sesselja, daughter of Thorlakur and Inga 
Gudnason. They farmed in the R.M. of Argyle until 
1935, when they moved to Winnipeg. Hringur worked for 
many years at Eaton's. Hringur and Steinlaug had three 
children. Steingrimur was born on March 9, 1922, and 
married Margaret Bertram in 1944. They have four sons 
and reside in Winnipeg. Inga Thorey Beatrice was born 
on Jan. 2, 1924. She married Thordur Sigurdson on Dec. 
4, 1943, and they had three sons. Inga died suddenly on 
June 12, 1955. Kristin Sigurlaug was born on June 28, 
1930. She married Hannes Thomasson of Morden, on 
June 18, 1949, and they have three children and reside in 
Winnipeg. Steinlaug died on Oct. 3, 1953. On Sept. 16, 
1961, Hringur married Blanche McDougall. Hringur died 
on April 22, 1973. 

Frederick was born on July 13, 1899. He worked in 
various places in the R.M. of Argyle for many years, then 
moved to Winnipeg. In 1945, he married Edna Lang, 
who had one daughter. Edna died in 1964. Fred con
tinued to work in Winnipeg until 1969, when he married 
Margaret Johnson, widow of Johann Johnson, and 
moved to Baldur. Fred died in April, 1972 and is buried 
in Bru Cemetery. 

Harold (Hallie) was born in 1902. He worked for 
different farmers in the area, and for many years at the 
Helgasons of Bru. He belonged to the Young People's 
Society and was very fond of playing ball and badminton 
and enjoyed dancing. Hallie died in 1949 and is buried in 
the Bru Cemetery. 

HERMAN AND BJORG ISFELD 
FAMILY 

KRIS AND SYLVIA ISFELD 
FAMILY 

Herman was born on May 19, 1887, in Littuvollum in 
northern Iceland, the son of Krist jan Magnusson and 
Helga Tomasdottir. He came to Canada with his parents 
in 1888, and they settled in the Bru district. They later 
changed their name to Isfeld. 

In 1913, Herman married Bjorg Walter from Gardar, 
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Krist jan, Sylvia and Herman. 

N.D., and they farmed in the Bru district. They had three 
sons: Joseph (died in 1931), Krist jan and Bjorgvin. 

Bjorg died in 1927. In 1961, Herman moved to 
Vancouver, B.C., where he died in 1975. 

Krist jan was born on Oct. 4, 1920. He married Sylvia 
Olsen on Oct. 23, 1948. Sylvia was from Winnipeg and 
formerly of Oak Point, Man. She was a school teacher 
and taught at Selton, S.D. for one year and Cypress River 
for two years. Kris and Sylvia farmed for three years in 
the Grund district and one year at Bru. They then pur
chased a farm, northwest of Cypress River, where they 
lived for five years, moving to Burnaby, B.C. in 1957. 
Kris and Sylvia have three children and three grand
children. They still reside in Burnaby, B.C. 

KRISTJAN ISFJORD FAMILY 

Krist jan was born on Feb. 10, 1890 in Iceland. He 
came to the Argyle district with his aunt, Gudridur 
Ivarsdottir, around 1892, after the death of his mother. 
They came to the farm of Saemundur Amason, NE 33-5-
13, where Gudridur became housekeeper. 

Krist jan married Augusta Sigruns and they came to live 
in Baldur about 1923. For some time, they lived in the 
house now occupied by the Breidal brothers. They had 
five children; Thomas, Einar, Henrik, Helga and Victor. 
Shortly after Victor was born, Augusta was taken ill with 
tuberculosis and died at the age of 38 at the sanitorium in 
Ninette, Man. on Dec. 9, 1929. At the time of her illness 
the young children were placed in foster homes. Einar 
was given a home with Tryggvi and Sigrun Johnson; 
Henrik with Reykdals; Helga with Thorun Olafson; and 
Victor with Thorun Olafson before he was adopted by 
Magnus and Jacobina Nordal at Bru. 

On Feb. 7, 1939, Krist jan married Helga Sigurdson, 
oldest daughter of Sigurdur and Gerda Sigurdson of 
Gimli. They lived in British Columbia. Krist jan died on 
March 6, 1962 and Helga died at the age of 72 in 
February of 1966. 

Thomas was born in Winnipeg on July 10, 1917. He 
enlisted in the Winnipeg Grenadiers early in WW II and 
was taken prisoner at Hong Kong, where he died on Oct. 
14, 1942. 

Einar Saemundur was born on Aug. 14, 1921. 
Henrik was born on Sept. 14, 1922. He worked for 



Dutch Maid Ice Cream in Winnipeg for many years. In 
1952, he married Effie Taylor from Newfoundland. They 
have four children; Larry, Louise, Lois and Nadine. 

Helga was born on April 6, 1925. She married Norris 
Pettis and they live in Kalabogie, Ont. They have two 
sons, Norris and Blair. 

Victor was born on May 24, 1927. He served in the 
merchant navy. He lives in Vancouver, B.C. and has two 
sons, Larry and Glen. 

EINAR AND EDITH ISFORD FAMILY 

Standing: Heather, Darrell, Thomas and Signe. Seated: Edith 
and Einar. 

Einar was the foster son of Tryggvi and Sigrun 
Johnson .. In October, 1941, he enlisted in the R.C.A.F., 
training in Canada and then proceeding to Europe. He 
served in England, Holland, Belgium, returning home to 
Canada in 1946. He worked at the Hasaga Gold Mines in 
Red Lake, Ont., for awhile, before buying the Thor
steins on farm. 

On July 14, 1951, he married Edith Sigurdson, elder 
daughter of Sadie and Krist jan Sigurdson and grand
daughter of Sigurdur and Gerda of Gimli, originally of 
Akureyri, Iceland. Together they farmed at Baldur, 
where. their children were born: Thomas, Heather, 
Darrell and Signe. 

In September, 1960, Einar and Edith left the farm at 
Baldur. They lived for a few months at Glenboro, where 
Einar worked for B.K. Johnson in the Cock shutt Farm 
Equipment business. In April, 1961, Einar was sent to 
manage the parts and equipment business for Cockshutt 
in Holland, Man. When the White Motor Co. purchased 
the company, in the spring of 1962, they closed the shop 
in Holland. Einar then went to work for W. Rempel, 
putting water in the town of Holland. In April, 1963, he 
was hired with the Manitoba Department of Highways 
and is still with them now, in the capacity of foreman. 

Edith has been a member of the Hospital Guild for 
many years and the Legion Auxiliary for 29 years. Both 
Einar and Edith have been keenly interested in hor
ticulture and Edith is currently vice-president of Central 
Manitoba Horticulture Society. They have both taken an 
active part in community affairs over the years. Edith 
operates "Edith's Catering and Homebaking Service" in 
Holland. Their children attended school at Holland and 

Treherne and the family attended the Anglican Church. 
Thomas Einar was born on Dec. 25, 1953. He owns 

and operates "Tom's Electronics" in Treherne. He 
married Shirley Marie Wittervrogel on Aug. 31, 1973. 

Heather Susan, an adopted daughter, was born on 
April 10, 1957. She married John Foster on March 13, 
1981, and they reside in Calgary, Alta., where John is 
employed by the city of Calgary. 

Darrell Krist jan was born on June 8, 1958. He lives at 
home and works in Treherne. 

Signe Ingrid Eileen was born on Sept. 19, 1959. She 
married Fernand (Vern) Couture on Feb. 24, 1979. They 
live in Brandon with their two daughters, Tracy Leanne 
and Sheryl Marie. Vern works for Canadian Propane in 
Brandon. 

WALTER AND JENNY JACKSON 
FAMILY 

Walter Scott Jackson was born in 1845, at Hay Bay, 
Ont., the son of Dorland and Malinda Scott Jackson. 
The family moved to Napanee, Ont., where Walter spent 
his boyhood days. 

On Dec. 25, 1867, Walter married Elizabeth A. Mc
Connell. She died in 1872. 

Walter married Margaret Jane (Jenny) McLeod on 
May 13, 1874. Jenny, the daughter of Roderick and Anne 
McLeod, was born on Sept. 9, 1848, in Camden 
Township, Addington County, Ont. They lived in 
Belleville, Ont. until 1882, when they came west. They 
settled on a homestead, SW 4-5-13 in Argyle 
municipality, which they farmed until 1886. 

Walter did carpenter work from this time on and lived 
in Baldur on property later owned by Chris Vickers. He 
also worked at building the Baldur School in 1905, where 
he fell and was injured. 

Walter and Jenny were members of the Methodist 
Church, where Walter conducted the choir. He had a 
magnificent bass voice and was constantly in request for 
choirs and solos, to which he heartily responded. He was 
a member of the Loyal Orange Lodge and the Royal 
BlackPreceptory. 

Walter and Jenny had five children: Walter Murney, 
Effie, Maybelle, Gertie and Lily. 

Walter died on Jan. 13, 1924, and Jenny, on Jan. 29, 
1928. 

Walter Murney was a photographer and worked with 
S. Frederickson in 1904, as travelling photographers, 
selling pictures from 25<1: a dozen up. In 1905, Murney set 
up a study in T.W. Sexsmith's hotel. After he left Baldur 
he worked as trouble-shooter for a telephone company. 
He later lived in Gladstone, where he died. 

Effie married Sylvester E. Darling, a prosperous 
farmer from Treherne, whose son Garnet came to work 
for Waitt Bros. of Baldur and won the heart of May 
Waitt. 

Maybelle married Lester Heath who was a traveller for 
a drug company. They had three sons, Lester, Murney, 
Lloyd, and one daughter Dot. 

Gertie married H.G. Brown and will be remembered 
for their tourist stop established on the beautiful Jackson 
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property in 1927. This was a welcome camping spot for 
tired tourists who travelled the Sunshine Highway. 

Lily married a Mr. Fitzgerald who was an American 
and they resided in U.S.A. 

PETRUS AND CHRISTINA JANSEN 
FAMILY 

The Jansen story in Manitoba begins in the fall of 
October, 1937. The Jansens immigrated to Canada from 
Belgium in November, 1919. There were Petrus (Peter) 
Jansen and his wife, Christina (Caels) and their family: 
Maria, born 1902; Elizabeth, born 1903; Jacobas (Jack), 
born 1905; Joannes (John), born 1907; Anna, born 1910; 
Henricas (Henry), born 1914; and Louise born in 1918. 
They landed in Montreal and travelled by train to 
Saskatchewan. They lived at various places in Saskat
chewan for 18 years, experiencing the "Dirty Thirties" at 
their worst. In 1937, the family and Emma, who had been 
born in 1921, at Manor, Sask. and without Maria, who 
had married Wilfred Breault and settled down at Forget, 
Sask., moved to Manitoba. Maria died in 1967. 

They first settled on SW 14-6-13 owned by Snorrie 
Anderson. They rented this farm for five years. 

Peter and Christina, along with Elizabeth and Henry, 
moved to NW 10-6-13, just south of Claire Johnson's 
farm. They farmed here, until Peter died on Dec. 9, 1947. 
Christina died on Sept. 27, 1951. They are both buried at 
St. Alponse. 

Elizabeth (Lizzie) remained home, caring first for her 
parents, then Henry. She moved to Lakeview Lodge in 
Killarney and remained there until her death on July 4, 
1977. She was buried at St. Alphonse. 

Jack married Marie Almey. He died in 1964. 

John and Alma. 

John married Alma Blanca VanBrackel on Oct. ,28, 
1942. They first lived on SW 10-6-13, the George 
Morrison Farm, where their first son, George Alois was 
born on April 29, 1943. In 1944, they moved to NW 7-6-
12. Irma was born on April 29, 1944. John was born on 
Nov. 2, 1946. Robert was born on March 30, 1950. They 
worked the farm until 1967, when George took over. 
John and Alma and son Bob moved to Holland to live at 
the Van Brackel home. John still likes to visit the farm. 
Alma has been been quite busy with regular bowling, 
teaching religion at the school, and aking care of the 
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priest's house in Holland. John and Alma are both in 
good health. Bob later moved to Winnipeg and married. 
George married Yvonne Louise Delorme on July 8, 1967, 
and they have four children: Douglas George, Lloyd 
Henry, Karen Louise and Jo Ann Mariette. Irma married 
Philip Trudeau on July 10, 1965 and their three children 
are: David Philip, Leanne Crystal and Parrish John 
Parry. 

Anna married Alphonse Geyson and she lives in 
Brandon. 

Henry took over the farm in 1947, caring for his 
mother until her death. He became involved with raising 
registered cattle and was building quite a herd, when he 
became ill. He passed away on Jan. 4, 1967. The farm 
was sold to Claire Johnson. 

Louise married Alphonse Vandermeulin on May 23, 
1938, and they had five children: Eugene Alphonse; 
Leonard Emile; Emma Alice; Arthur Gary; and Arlene 
Diane. Alphonse died in 1966. Louise married Ben Weise 
on Nov.15, 1969. 

In December, 1939, Emma died of complications of 
pneumonia at the age of 18. She was buried at St. 
Alphonse. 

JACK AND MARY JANSEN FAMILY 

Jack and Mary Jansen and their children, Madeline, 
Gary and Dianne, moved to the Greenway district in 
1952. They farmed in several areas before settling at 
Greenway. The farm they bought was originally owned 
by Wishart Mowat. This farm was comprised of dairy, 
beef, chicken, hog, and grain operations. They all gave a 
helping hand with the chores. In the 1950's, they milked 
the cows and cleaned the barns by hand. Now milking 
machines and barn cleaners ease the work load. They also 
had a team of horses which they used to chore and drive 
when the winter roads were blocked. Jack cut wood every 
year to burn in the kitchen stove and the furnace. 

Gary and Dianne attended the Greenway School up to 
grade VIII and then attended school in St. Alphonse for 
grades IX and X. They attended school in Mariapolis for 
grades XI and XII. Gary also belonged to the St. 
Alphonse 4-H Seed Club and Dianne to the 4-H Clothing 
Club for five years. 

Jack Jansen farmed at Greenway until his fatal 
highway accident on April 2, 1964. Mary and Gary 
continued to farm with help from Dianne and her 
husband George Stevens. Gary bought one quarter of this 
farm in 1966. George and Dianne bought one half section 
in 1977. 

The original buildings on the farm are still standing 
and receive a regular coat of paint. There are some 
changes since then. Now there are waterworks and an oil 
furnace. 

Mary remarried in 1970 to Max Lukacz and they now 
reside in Brandon. 

Madeline married Jim Burgsteden in 1958. They now 
live in Kinistino, Sask. 

Gary lives in Winnipeg. 
George and Dianne reside on a farm at St. Alphonse, 

Man. 



TOM AND VERA JANSEN 
FAMILY 

Billie, Vera, Tom and Emily. 

A For Sale advertisement, telling of a bake shop for 
sale in Baldur, prompted Tom Jansen and Alf Yeo to 
move westward from Stonewall and adventure into a 
partnership in Baldur. 

Tom had immigrated to Canada from Copenhagen in 
1929. After working in Saskatchewan as a farmhand and 
in Winnipeg at Safeway Bakery, he settled in Stonewall as 
the local baker. In 1939, he married Vera Yeo and they 
had two children, Emily and Billy. The years from 1942 
to 1946 Tom spent in the army. 

On coming to Baldur in April, 1947, Tom and Alf 
bought the bakery from the Thompson Brothers who 
later moved to British Columbia. The seven cent loaf of 
bread - white or brown was found on the shelves in 
Glenora at Wilson's and Ballantine's stores, in Greenway 
at Ira Craik's store and in Mariapolis, as well as in the 
local stores - Lee's, Bjarnason's, Hill's and the Co-op. 

Bread, buns, pastries, pies and tarts were part of 
Tom's daily production. Wedding cakes were made and 
decorated and the fruit cake became a Christmas 
tradition. Fifteen cents would buy a cup of coffee and a 
piece of pie. Tom and Vera took over the bakery and 
were given assistance from Bill, Emily and local help. 
Sliced bread was introduced in the early 1950's. 

Tom was a member of the Legion and Vera par
ticipated in the curling and badminton clubs. After high 
school, Emily took teacher training in Winnipeg while 
Bill took auto body training. Emily's completion of 
teacher training led to a four year assignment at Oak 
Bluff. In 1961, she married Collin Williamson of 
Belmont. They had one daughter, Aynsley, who was born 
in 1963. Emily is presently teaching in St. James
Assiniboia. Collin died in 1966. 

Bill worked for two years in Steinbach as an auto body 
mechanic and then became employed by Park Pontiac in 
Winnipeg. In 1966, he married Rose Shpak of 
Kelvington, Sask. and now they reside in Transcona. 

Tom and Vera retired in 1972. The bakery remained 
closed until Kerry Maxwell re-opened it in 1974. 

After retiring Tom and Vera moved into the Eiki 

Anderson house on Third Street. With retirement came 
time to renovate their home and to enjoy their yard and 
garden. Hobbies which earlier days in the bake shop did 
not permit could now be revived. Tom and Vera are 
enjoying retirement in Baldur and the plucking of Tom's 
banjo strings pealing out "You Are My Sunshine" can 
still be heard. 

JOE AND JEAN JANUSKA FAMILY 

Joe J anuska was born in 1942, in Central Patricia, 
Ont. At an early age Joe moved to Winnipeg with his 
parents where he received his schooling. 

Joe married Jean Dearsley, daughter of Jack and 
Helen Dearsley of Baldur in 1966. He was employed by 
Emco for five years, then purchased the Baldur Hard
ware from Bill Burton in 1971. In 1975, Joe and Jean 
took over the Imperial Oil agency from Eric Gudnason. 

They have four children, two born in Winnipeg; 
Jacqueline on Sept. 13, 1966 and Bradley on May 26, 
1968; and two born in Baldur, Lori on April 1, 1971 and 
Blair on March 29, 1976. 

Joe and Jean are members of the Baldur Curling Clubs 
and the Baldur Belgium Bowling Club. 

VIC AND AUDREY JANZ FAMILY 

Vic and Audrey at Vic's retirement party. 

After serving overseas with the Canadian Army, Vic 
joined Manitoba Pool Elevators in Souris, as assistant to 
'Cap' Johnson. In 1950, he moved with his wife, Audrey 
and two small boys, to Neelin, as agent for the Pool. 

In 1956, the Pool built a new elevator at Neelin, 
followed by a new home for the agent. 

When George Holmes retired from the Pool at Baldur, 
Vic applied for the elevator and they moved to Baldur in 
1966. 

In May of 1980, Vic and Audrey moved to Killarney. 
Vic retired in July of 1981. 

Vic and Audrey had three boys. 
Bill attended the one-room school at Neelin, for grades 

I to VIII and attended high school at Cartwright and 
Killarney. He married Sylvia Mitchell from Killarney. 
They have one girl, Roxanne, and one boy, Geoffrey. 
They live in Killarney. 
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Dennis attended the one-room school at Neelin for 
grades I to VIII and attended high school at Cartwright 
and Killarney. He married Beverly Parsonage from 
Greenway, Man. They have one boy, Michael, and one 
girl, Kelly-Ann. They live in Selkirk, Man. 

Gerald, their youngest boy, was born in Cartwright 
Hospital in 1956, and attended school in Neelin, until the 
age of 10. He continued elementary and high school at 
Baldur and Glenboro. In 1974, Gerry joined Manitoba 
Pool Elevators, as assistant. He married Kristine Christie 
from Glenboro and they have a little boy, Jesse. They live 
in Baldur. 

HISTORY OF HAYFIELD FARM 
JEWSBURY FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jewsbury. 

Frank Endsor Jewsbury was born in Manchester, 
England, and lived there until his marriage in 1885. He 
was a cabinet maker by trade. Mr. Jewsbury brought his 
bride and infant daughter to Canada in 1887, and worked 
on a farm in the Carberry District for two years. Mrs. 
Jewsbury and little Minna lived in Winnipeg for a year 
until they could join Mr. Jewsbury. In 1889, the family 
took up a homestead at Hayfield Farm, 21-6-14, in the 
R.M. of Argyle. Very little land was broken, but as years 
went by much more was cultivated for crop with 
abundant hay for cattle and horses. 

Mr. Jewsbury built all the buildings on the farm, 
beginning with a log house and dirt floor. They had seven 
children: Minna, born in England; Tom; Margaret; 
Endsor; Harry; Doris; and Cyril, born at the farm. The 
family attended church in Belmont in the horse and 
buggy days, and later at St. Stephen's Anglican Church 
in Glenboro. All the family received their education at 
Hecla School. Mr. Jewsbury was secretary-treasurer for 
many years and his son, Endsor, took over the job about 
1940. 

Minna, Mrs. James Martin, lives in Windsor, Ont. 
Tom married Florence Wanstall and they lived in 

Glenboro, Brandon and Winnipeg until their deaths. 
Margaret married Ted Thompson, a C.P .R. station 

agent in Glenboro and Stockton as well as many other 
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Endsor and Ethel with grandchildren Carolyn and Debbie. 

points, and retired to Dryden, Ont. until their deaths. 
Endsor married Ethel Jones and farmed on the home 

farm until he passed away in 1967. In 1971, Ethel married 
Stan Sutherland and they made their home in Glenboro. 

Harry joined the army and after the war, married and 
made his home in Detroit. He worked for Ford Motors 
for many years and later retired to Florida. 

Doris married Art Toon and lived in Winnipeg. 
Cyril married Helen Leaske of Prince Albert, Sask. 

They farmed several years, then worked for the pipeline 
in Glenboro. They moved west to Edmonton, where 
Cyril continued work on the pipeline until his death in 
1961. 

Endsor and Ethel Jewsbury moved to Hayfield Farm in 
the fall of 1946. They were active in the Hecla com
munity. Endsor was secretary-treasurer from 1940 until 
consolidation and the school closed in 1959. Coffee for 
all the Hecla School dances and concerts was made in the 
wash-boiler on the Jewsbury stove. It was then carried to 
the school in a five-gallon cream can. Many times the 
polling station for elections was held at the J ewsbury 
home, and Endsor was returning officer. It was a social 
event, as many voters stopped for coffee and a visit. 

Endsor and Ethel had a family of eight, five boys and 
three girls: Bob; Frank; Roy; Fred; Iris; Lois; Margaret; 
and Jim. 

Bob married Olivia Clisby and has spent 20 years 
farming in Argyle. They have four children. One, 
Carolyn, married to Rick Brogden, is living in Waskada, 
Man. 

Frank spent 20 years in the army and travelled around 
the world. He married Andree David of Montreal and is 
living in Ottawa. 

Roy has two children and is farming on Charlie 
Mayere's Ranch at Carberry. 

Fred married Margaret MacGregor of Ninette. They 
have three children and are the third generation of 
Jewsburys on the home farm. Grain farming and 
dairying are their main enterprises. 

Iris married Tom Williams and is living in Regina with 
their two children. 

Lois and Ted Jenkins also have two children and live in 
Calgary. 

Margaret spent four and a half years working in 
Yellowknife, and was home for the summer of1981. 

Jim married Janie Morris of Killarney where they spent 
some time before moving to Weyburn, Sask. They have 
two boys. 

The farm is a great place to raise a family and there was 



always an extra potato in the pot for a neighbor dropping 
in. The Jewsbury Family enjoyed the football games in 
the thirties and the community school picnics of Mimir 
and Hecla, the Christmas concerts, and the dances. 

Community activities died out when the school moved 
to town and children were involved in activities like 4-H 
and baseball. Cars took over and visiting slowed down. 
Almost 100 years have passed since Mr. Jewsbury first 
settled in Argyle. From oxen to horses to modern 
machinery - it's been a great 100 years. 

FRED AND GUDNY JOEL F AMIL Y 
(FREDBJORN JOELSON) 

Fred and Gudny on their wedding day in 1911. 

Fred was born June 2, 1885, at Skordum, Dalasysla, 
Iceland. He came to Canada with his parents in 1887, and 
to Argyle in 1888. He attended Baldur School. He was a 
swift runner, winning the silver cup for the seven mile 
marathon (approximately 1909) at Belmont. He worked 
with the telephone company installing the first telephone 
lines outside of Winnipeg. When Fred took up farming, 
he married Gudny Antonius on Feb. 17, 1911. 

Sigurdur Antonius (Gudny) was born July 11, 1885, on 
her father's homestead at Baldur. She taught Sunday 
School at Grund Church and was gifted in painting and 
handwork as well as sewing. 

Back Row: Irvin, Herman, Siggie, Bill. Front Row: Ethel, Alice and 
Ann. 

Fred and Gudny farmed on several farms in Argyle. 
Fred was on the board of directors of the Poultry Pool 
and later moved to Winnipeg where he worked at the Co
operative Poultry Pool for several years. Before retiring, 
he was an orderly at the Winnipeg General Hospital for 
10 years.Gudny passed away April 5, 1948. Fred passed 
away May 20, 1961. They had eight children. 

Vii helm (Bill) of Glenboro was born on Dec. 4, 1911. 
He married Olive Goodine and they have six children. 

Sigurdur (Siggie) of Winnipeg was born June 1, 1914. 
He married Wilhemena Kynoch and they have two 
children. 

Herman of Glenboro was born on Nov. 1, 1916. He 
married Pearl Brogden and they have five children. 

Irvin of Portage la Prairie was born Oct. 21, 1918. He 
married Emily Abrahamson and they have three children. 

Ethel was born Jan. 25, 1920. She married Frank 
Skardal and they live in Carberry. They have one son. 

Alice of Winnipeg was born on Aug. 21, 1921. She 
married Svein Sveinson and they have three children. 
Svein passed away Feb. 17, 1966. Alice later married Jim 
Jones. 

Anna was born on Aug. 30, 1924. She married Bill 
Biles of Glenboro and they have six children. 

Norman was born June 21,1926. He died Oct. 3,1935. 

SIGURDUR AND EDNA JOELSON FAMILY 

Sigurder, Edna, Aldeen and Darleen. 

Sigurdur Joelson, son of Joel Josephson and Steinunn 
Jonasdottir, and Edna, daughter of Stefan and Solveig 
Thorsteinson, were married on June 26, 1945. They 
farmed for many years on 23-5-14. Sig took military 
training in Brandon in 1918. He was at one time, 
goalkeeper for the Baldur Hockey Team. Edna worked 
for seven years as a nurses' aide in the Baldur Hospital. 
In 1969, Sig and Edna retired to Baldur. 

Sig and Edna have two daughters: Darleen and Aldeen. 
Darleen Angela was born on Jan. 7, 1950, and at

tended school in Baldur. She took her R.N. training at St. 
Boniface hospital. After graduating, she worked at St. 
Boniface Hospital, Terrace, B.C. hospital, and 
Lloydminster, Sask. hospital. She took a refresher course 
and now works as senior R.N. in the Premature Nursery 
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in Brandon Hospital. Darleen married Lloyd Alfred 
Lindsey on May 9, 1970. They have two children; Vernon 
and Angela. Lloyd has a drafting office in Brandon, 
Man. 

Aldeen Bonnie was born on Jan. 9, 1956, and attended 
school in Baldur. She took a course in accountancy and 
law at Red River College and worked for Prendeville 
Lumber. Then she took her R.N. nurses' training at St. 
Boniface Hospital and graduated in June, 1978. Aldeen 
married Robert Haegeman on March 10, 1978. They have 
one child, Michael. Robert was a truck driver for many 
years. He took a course as machinist at Red River College 
and now works at Oak Bluff Hydro Dept. 

BILL AND OLIVE JOELSON 
FAMILY 

Vilhelm (Bill), grandson of the late Mr. and Mrs. Joel 
Josephson (Baldur), is the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Fridbjorn Joelson (Baldur). 

Bill is married to Olive Goodine of Glenboro. They 
have four daughters and two sons. They reside in 
Glenboro. 

Evelyn Colleen Joelson married John David Green of 
Winnipeg. They have one son, Christopher David. They 
reside in Winnipeg. 

James Allen Joelson married Fjola Johnson, formerly 
of Flin Flon and Winnipeg. They have one son, Jason 
William. They reside in ValI~yview, Alta. 

Donna Olive Joelson married David Earl Warner, 
formerly of Kenora, Ont. They have one son, Bradley 
Joel, and one daughter, Jennifer Jo-elle. They reside in 
Red Deer, Alta. 

Shirley Marie J oelson married Sergeant Douglas 
Walter, Yeoman R.C.A.F., Trenton, Ont. They have two 
daughters, Kimberley Anne and Jacqueline Alise. They 
reside in Trenton, Ont. 

Albert Kenneth Joelson married Patricia Giles of 
Kenora, Ont. They reside in Winnipeg. 

Marjorie Avis Joelson married Bruce Robert Salmon, 
formerly of Birtle. They have three children: two 
daughters, Vicki Lee and Cheryl Colleen, and one son, 
Bruce William George. They reside in Pilot Mound. 

Back Row: Joseph and Bjorn. Front Row: Pall and Johannes. Top 
Right: Halldora. Bottom Right: Karolina. 
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ANDRES AND VALGERDUR 
JOHANNESSON FAMILY 

Valgerdur Bjornsdottir was born in 1834, and married 
Sigvaldi Magnusson at Meidavollum in .Kelduhverfi, 
Iceland. They had three children: Bjorn (1852), Halldora 
(1856), and Joseph (1858). Sigvaldi died in 1860, leaving 
his young widow and three small children. The children 
were brought up in foster homes. Later, the young family 
married and immigrated to Canada in 1878. They settled 
in Argyle municipality: Bjorn (see Bjorn Walters on 
history); Halldora (see Brynjolfur Gunnlaugson history); 
and Joseph, who took the name Walters, moved to 
Gardar, North Dakota. 

Valgerdur married Andres Johannesson in Iceland and 
they had three children: Karolina who was born in 1869; 
Paul who was born in 1877; and Johannes (Joe). This 
family immigrated to Canada in 1887, and settled in the 
Bru district. For Karolina (see Thorfinnur Johannesson 
history); Joe (see Joe Walters on history); for Paul (see 
Paul Anderson history). 

Valgerdur was kind and hospitable and a successful 
midwife in the district. Andres was a talented writer of 
short articles. 

Andres passed away Jan. 28, 1910. Valgerdur followed 
him to her grave March 10, 1910. They are both interred 
in Bru Cemetery. Valgerdur had a sister Thorbjorg 
Jonsson and a brother Joseph Bjornsson in the Bru 
district. 

THORFINNUR AND KAROLINA 
JOHANNESSON FAMILY 

Johannes Gunnlaugson and his wife, Valgerdur 
Finnbogadottir, had 13 children - only four of whom 
survived the deprivation suffered from, and as a result 
of, volcanic eruptions in Iceland. Three of these children 
came to the R.M. of Argyle. They were: Thorfinnur 
Johannesson, Jon Johannesson Breidal, and Kristbjorg 
Johannessdottir Martin (See Marteinn Gudmundsson 
Martin). 

Johannes Gunnlaugson died in 1876. 
Thorfinnur Johannesson was born in 1863. He was a 

farmer and died in 1944. His wife, Karolina Ranveig 
Andresdottir, was born in 1869, and died in 1961. (See 
Andres J ohannesson) They were the first couple married 
before the altar of Grund Church in 1890. 

Thorfinnur and Karolina had 13 children. 
Johannes (Joe) was born in 1890, and died in 1967. 
Andrea Valgerdur was born in 1892. (See G.J. 

Bjornson) 
Ingolfur was born in 1893. (See Ingolfur Johannesson) 
Pall was born in 1896, and was killed in action in 

France, May 5,1917. 
Kristros Helga was born in 1897. (see Herbert 

Sigurdson) 
Olafur died in 1899. 
Oli Agust was born in 1901, and married Amanda 

Rivest. They have five children: Alice, Anna, Ted, 
Albert, and Raymond Oli. Oli died in 1952. 



Fjola Thorlin was born in 1903. She had four children: 
Clarence, Christine, Lloyd and Andres. She died in 1943. 

Valgerdur was born in 1905. She married K.C. 
Cameron of Guelph, Ont. They have one daughter, 
Kathleen Joan. 

J onina Marta was born in 1907. She married W. J . 
Anderson of Winnipeg and they had one daughter, 
Valdyn. Jonina died in 1981. 

Finnbogi was born in 1909. He and his wife Nancy of 
Detroit, Michigan, have three children: Robert, Kenneth 
and Karol. 

Bryndor (Dori) was born in 1911. He died in 1967. 
Gudny was born and died in 1913. 
Of these, Joe and Dori remained in the R.M. of Argyle 

as labourers and never married. Andrea, Ingolfur and 
Rose also remained in Argyle and raised their families. 

Only two grandchildren remained in the R.M. of 
Argyle - Salin (see Beaufoy) and Thora (see Thorleifson) 
and one grandson, Clarence Johannesson, returned to 
make his home there. Clarence and his wife had three 
sons: Martin, Harold and Wilfred Clare (Joey). Clarence 
was twice honored as Champion Butter Maker of 
Manitoba. 

INGOLFUR AND SIGRUN K. 
JOHANNESSON FAMILY 

Thora, Bjorn, lngolfur, Sigrun, Pall, and Salin. 

Ingolfur J ohannesson (Ingi) was born in Winnipeg; 
Dec. 20, 1893, the son of Thorfinnur and his wife 
Karolina Ranveig Andresdottir J ohannesson. When he 
was seven months old, his parents moved to Riverton, 
Man., where Thorfinnur worked in the sawmill for 
Krist jan Finnson. In 1903, Thorfinnur took his team of 
oxen (White and Bright), his small herd of cattle, and to 
drive them, his two sons, Johannes, aged twelve, and 
Ingi, aged nine; and journeyed to their destination a few 
miles northeast of Baldur. Joe and Ingi chased the 
animals on foot. The fresh milk from the cows, and dry 
bread, which they had brought with them, was their 
food. 

On March 25, 1917, Ingolfur married Sigrun Kristjana 
Reykdal; the eldest daughter of Jon Krist jan Reykdal and 
his wife Sigurborg. (See J .K. Reykdal). The marriage 
took place in Immanuel Lutheran Church. It was a 
double wedding. The other couple were Ingi's sister Rose 

and Herbert Sigurdson. These couples sat through the 
regular service and the wedding ceremonies followed. 

Ingolfur and Sigrun had four children: Pall, Bjorn, 
Salin and Thora. 

Pall K.I., was born on March 24, 1918, and resides in 
Coquitlam, B.C. He married Irene M. Little of Hilton, 
Man., on Oct. 9, 1943. They have two sons, Karl L. and 
W. Brian, and one daughter Sherrie Deleine. 

Bjorn S.T. was born on May 1, 1920. He married 
Sylvia M. Bales. They resided in Transcona and had two 
sons, Blair Bjorn and Donald Evan. At the time of 
Bjorn's death he was employed by Manitoba Hydro, 
serving in his 30th year. He died on Feb. 7, 1979. 

Salin Sigurveig was born in February, 1922. (See 
Beaufoy history). 

Thora Sigrun was born on Aug. 1, 1925. (See 
Thorleifson history) 

Ingolfur and Sigrun also raised a nephew, as a foster 
son. He is Ross Andres Johannesson, born Dec. 22, 1930. 
He resides at Balmerton, Ont., with his wife Joan. They 
had three children, Alfred, Virginia, and Conrad, as well 
as a foster son, Tommy. 

Ingolfur farmed at different places in the R.M. of 
Argyle, with the exception of four years while employed 
by Lyons Bros. as a butcher. He was an active member in 
different Co-op oriented organizations, the Game and 
Fish Association, and the Lutheran Church. 

At the time of his death, Aug. 3, 1963, they resided on 
2-6-14, which had then been their home for 25 years. 
Sigrun moved to her present home in Baldur, in 1967. She 
has always been an enthusiastic gardener, and her farm 
garden attracted the attention of many a passer-by. In her 
retiring years her handwork of many varieties has 
brought pleasure to herself and many others. She was 
honored at the 1981 Greenway Fair, by winning the 
trophy for the exhibitor over 80 years, with most points. 
She has been a life-long member of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Baldur. 

SIGURBJORN AND MARIA 
JOHANSSON FAMILY 

Sigurbjorn was born Dec. 29, 1839, at Thingeyarsysla, 
Reykjadal, in Northern Iceland. He married Maria, 
daughter of Jon Halldorson and Ingibjorg Erlendsdottir, 
who was born in 1861, at North Thingeyarsysla, Iceland. 
They immigrated to Canada in 1889, with their daughter, 
Jakobina, born Oct. 24, 1883, and a son who became 
very ill enroute and died shortly after coming to Argyle. 
Their second daughter, Sigurveig, was born Feb. 17, 
1890, (married John Arnason Sveinsson). Their second 
son, Egill, born 1893, died at the age of 24. 

On coming to Canada, Sigurbjorn and his family 
joined his brother, Johann Johannson, who had taken 
the name of Reykdal and lived on NW 14-6-14. Sigurb
jorn later lived on 8-6-14. Jakobina and Sigurveig at
tended Bru School and the family attended Grund 
Church. 

Sigurbjorn had been a poet and a "community skald" 
in Iceland, and in Argyle he continued in this role, 
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Top Row: Sigurbjorn. Bottom Row: Sigurveig, Maria, and 
Jakobina with Egill injront. 

writing, and composing poems about birthdays, wed
dings, and funerals. In 1902, his friends, Thorstein 
Johnson and Bjorn Waiterson, published a collection of 
his poetry. 

In the Johansson home, many long winter evenings 
were devoted to reading and discussion of literature, the 
Scriptures, poetry, the Sagas. As a result, Sigurbjorn's 
daughters retained a life-long interest in and love for 
literature, particularly poetry. 

When Sigurbjorn died in 1903, at the age of 64, his 
home was moved to the farm of Arni Sveinsson, where 
Maria lived for some time. She later lived with her 
daughter and son-in-law, Sigurveig and John Sveinsson, 
who cared for her until her death in 1916. 

Jakobina attended Bru School, then normal school in 
Winnipeg. At the age of 16 she undertook her first 
teaching position at a school in New Iceland. She then 
taught at Frey in Argyle. She married Isak Johnson, a 
building contractor. They lived in Winnipeg, then moved 
to Seattle, Washington. Jakobina's early interest in, and 
study of literature led her to writing poetry and to 
translating Icelandic poetry into English. She was also 
very active in Seattle, lecturing in the city and at the 
university on Icelandic literature and culture, as well as 
working with Icelandic cultural societies. In 1933, at the 
age of 50 years, she was honoured by the Icelandic 
government for her contribution to Icelandic culture in 
America with a government-sponsored trip to Iceland, 
where she was invested with that country's most 
distinguished honour, The Order of the Falcon. Later, 
she enjoyed a second trip to Iceland, this time a gift from 
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Jakobina Johnson wearing "Order oj the 
Falcon" awarded her by the Government oj 
leeland in 1933. 

a group of Icelandic university students in Seattle who 
had boarded with her, and wished to thank her and pay 
tribute to her for her interest and aid. The Johnson's 
home in Seattle was unique because of its unusual early
period design and construction. Jakobina's extensive 
library and her collection of art works and artifacts, 
particularly from the Orient, made her home in its own 
way, a centre of cultural interest. Jakobina died in 1977, 
at the age of 94. Jakobina and Isak had 7 children: Kari, 
Ingolf, Conrad, Harold, Maria, Joe, Stefan. 

ARNIE AND HOLMFRIDUR JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Arnie Johnson was born in Dalasyslu, Iceland, on 
Aug. 2, 1873. He came to Canada with his foster parents, 
arriving in Winnipeg in 1883. They lived in Winnipeg 
until 1898, at which time they moved to Argyle. 

Arni married Holmfridur Sigurveig Gilles, on July 28, 
1902. Holmfridur came from Iceland in 1889, and lived 
in Winnipeg. 

Arni and Holmfridur homesteaded in the community 
of Thingvella in the municipality of Churchbridge in 
Saskatchewan. 

Three years after their marriage, on Nov. 25, 1905, 
Holmfridur died giving birth to twin daughters, Freda 
and Veiga. 

After the death of his wife, Arni sold his homestead in 
Saskatchewan and worked as a carpenter in several 
places, including Winnipeg and The Pas. 

One memory of a friend is of Arni driving from Baldur 
to Churchbridge, Sask. by horse and buggy in the early 
days. 

After a few years Arni· moved back to Baldur and 
farmed northwest of Baldur. In 1937, he moved from his 
farm to reside in Baldur. 

The twin girls, Freda and Veiga, were brought up by 
Margretand Markus Johnson of Baldur. The girls at-



tended the Baldur Public School and the Baldur Lutheran 
Church. Veiga passed away Sept. 30, 1930, at the age of 
25. 

In 1950, Arni went to live in Gimli, where he died on 
May 6, 1953, at the age of 79. He left his daughter, Freda 
Johnson. Freda had lived in Baldur, until 1937. She then 
worked in Winnipeg, Toronto and Calgary. Freda retired 
in 1971, and has lived in Burnaby, B.C., since her 
retirement. 

ARNI AND ELIZABETH JOHNSON 

Arni S. Johnson was born on Aug. 3, 1892, in Gardar, 
North Dakota. He was the fourth son of Sigmundur and 
Soffia Johnson. 

Arni worked for Anderson Bros. Garage in Glenboro, 
for several years, coming to Baldur in 1935, where he 
bought grain for the United Grain Growers. 

Edith Elizabeth (Lizzie) Bolack was born in 1905, at 
Roseberry (Neelin), Man. She was the oldest child of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Bolack. 

In 1941, Arni married Lizzie. They lived in Baldur 
until 1947, when they bought the farm, 17-4-14. 

In 1952, they sold the farm to Aime Boulet, and moved 
back to Baldur, where Arni again was agent for the 
United Grain Growers elevator. He continued working 
there until 1957, when he retired. 

Arni died on Aug. 23, 1973, and Lizzie on Dec. 6, 
1977. 

.BJORN AND HILLA JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Hilla and Bjorn on their wedding day in 1915. 

Bjorn S. Johnson was born in Gardar, North Dakota 
on Jan. 16, 1887. His parents, Sigmundur Johnson and 
Soffia Bjornsdottir, were Icelandic immigrants who left 
their homeland in July, 1876, to sail to America. They 
came to Duluth, Minnesota, by boat and from there by 
train to a place called Fisher's Landing on the Red River. 
Another boat trip took them to Winnipeg where they 
arrived Aug. 14, 1876. They travelled on to the west shore 
of Lake Winnipeg where they settled. The first winter in 
Manitoba was hard and trying. Besides poverty and poor 
housing conditions, a smallpox epidemic broke out in the 
district. Many of the party of Icelandic settlers died that 
first winter. After about two years they left the shores of 
Lake Winnipeg and travelled by boat to Pembina, North 
Dakota. In 1883, they took a homestead and settled near 
the village of Gardar in Pembina County. In April, 1902, 
the family moved to Baldur and settled on a farm six 
miles to the north (NW 12-6-14). Their farm home was 
adjacent to the property where Grund Church now 
stands. Sigmundur Johnson passed away on April 27, 
1903. Three days later his wife passed away. They were 
both buried in the same grave in Grund Cemetery on May 
2, 1903. Five boys, Jack, Bjorn, Siggi, Arni and Kari and 
one daughter, Ranka, mourned the loss of a noble father 
and mother. 

Bjorn, (Bjossi) the second eldest, grew up in the Grund 
district. He was forced to accept responsibility early in 
life as he was but 16 years of age when he lost his parents. 
At 17, Bjorn and his younger brother Siggi took over the 
farm and made a home for their younger brothers and 
sister. In November, 1915, he married Jonina Thorhildur 
(Hilla) Frederickson. They farmed near Grund Church 
until 1919, at which time they purchased the Olgeir 
Frederickson farm NW 22-6-14, where Herman Arason 
now lives. In 1958, Bjossi and Hilla retired and moved to 
Glenboro. 

Hilla was the daughter of Icelandic immigrants, Olgeir 
Frederickson and Vilborg Jonsdottir, who took a 
homestead four and a half miles south of Glenboro. She 
was born on that farm, spent her childhood and youth 
there and all but four years of her married life until their 
retirement. She was the second eldest of a family of six 
girls and five boys, so was needed to help at home. She 
attended Hecla School, one of the first schools built in 
the district, and began to serve the community at the 
early age of 15 years, when she began to play the organ in 
Grund Church. She continued to play the organ for 45 
years. In a modest way, Hilla was always a willing 
community worker. 

Bjossi was a man of character and strong convictions. 
He never shirked his responsibilities to his community, 
church or fellow man. His hospitality, which was shared 
by his wife, was carried on in the best traditions of his 
forefathers. He was extremely active in community work. 
Some of the activities he was involved in were: member of 
Grund Church Board for 50 years and president for 40 of 
those years; member of the Lutheran Church choir for 
over 50 years; member of Argyle Municipal Council for a 
number of years; Secretary of Hecla School; President of 
Glenboro Pool Elevator Association for 25 years and 
charter member of Glenboro Kiwanis Club; member of 
the original Glenboro and Community Hospital Board; a 
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Margaret, Hilla, Bjossi and Ellen on Bjossi and Hilla's 50th wedding 
anniversary in 1965. 

strong supporter and member of the Agricultural Society 
and a long-time member of the Glenboro band as well as 
member of the Argyle band. An award, "The Golden 
Boys' Good Citizen Award", was presented to Bjossi in 
1964 by the Manitoba Travel and Convention 
Association. This was given in recognition of his 
character and outstanding service to his community and 
province. It was truly an honour well deserved. 

Bjossi passed away March 10, 1973, after a short 
illness, 87 years of age. Hilla lives in Glenboro. There 
were two daughters born to this couple, Ellen Soffia and 
Margaret. 

Ellen was born in May, 1921. She attended Hecla 
School and Glenboro High School. She took her nurse's 
training at the Winnipeg General Hospital, graduating in 
1943, where she was successful in getting three awards. In 
October, 1943, she married Reginald C. Rawlings, son of 
Reginald and Margaret Rawlings of Glenboro, formerly 
of Waldron, Sask. Reg served in the R.C.A.F. from 
1940-1946, and upon his discharge they moved back to 
Glenboro where he worked with his father in the hard
ware business until 1951, when he took over the business. 
Reg and Ellen had four children: Reginald John, James 
Douglas, Eric Bruce and Mary Ellen. John was ac
cidentally killed in November, 1962. 

Margaret was born in March, 1923. She attended Hecla 
and Glenboro High School. She took normal school 
training and a business course in Winnipeg. While 
working in Winnipeg she met Robert Erlendur Helgason, 
a medical student. He was the grandson of Icelandic 
pioneers of the Grund district, Jonas and Sigridur 
Helgason. They were married in July, 1945. In January, 
1946, they moved to Glenboro where "Dr. Bob", as he 
was known to most, practised medicine for 13 years. In 
1958 they moved to Vancouver when Bob chose to study 
psychiatry. They have three children, Roger Kent, Susan 
Margaret (Mrs. Geoffrey Homer) and Catherine Jane 
(Mrs. David Lawrence). 

KARl AND ANNA JOHNSON FAMILY 

Kari S. Johnson was born in Gardar, North Dakota, 
on Aug. 15, 1894, the youngest son of Sigmundur 
Johnson and Soffia Bjornsdottir. 
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Kari S. and Anna on their wedding day in 1918. 

In April, 1902, the Johnson family moved to Baldur, 
Man., to a farm north of Baldur NW 12-6-14. 

Kari grew up in the Grund district. He served in WWI 
with the American Army. In 1918, he married Anna 
Dalman of Baldur. They farmed for the first few years, 
then moved into Baldur in 1923. He worked for the R.M. 
of Argyle from 1923 until he retired in 1961. 

Anna passed away in September, 1974, and Kari in 
April, 1976. 

They had four daughters. 
Jennie Violet was born in October, 1920. She married 

George Drummond of Toronto in 1944. 
Kristine Soffia was born in January, 1923. She married 

Lloyd Gordon of Belmont in November, 1945. 
Lillian Anna was born in October, 1928. She married 

Garnet Wooley of Holland in July, 1947. 
Ranka was born in August, 1931. She married Murray 

Forbes in June, 1952. 

SIGGI S. AND SIGGA JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Siggi and Sigga on their wedding day in 1922. 

Siggi S., the third son of Sigmundur Johnson and 
Soffia Bjornsdottir was born on June 29, 1888, in 



Gardar, North Dakota. He had four brothers and one 
sister: Jack, Bjossi, Ami, Kari and Ranka. 

Jack was born Sept. 4, 1880. He married Sigridur 
Anderson. He died June 17, 1960. 

Ranka was born May 22, 1885. She married Dori 
Christopherson and they had one son William. She died 
June 4, 1929. 

Bjorn was born Jan. 16, 1887 (See Bjorn Johnson's 
history). 

Ami was born Aug. 4, 1892 (See Ami Johnson's 
history). 

Kari was born Aug. 15, 1894 (See Kari Johnson's 
history). 

After the death of their parents, who were buried the 
same day in 1903, Siggi and Bjorn made a home for their 
brothers and sister. 

Siggi took over the home farm, NW 12-6-14 in 1919. In 
October, 1922, he married Sigridur (Sigga) Anderson, 
who was daughter of Skuli Anderson and his third wife 
Gudrun. Sigga attended Bru School, worked in her 
brother Hjalti's store in Cypress River, and served as 
cashier at Eaton's in Winnipeg during WW I. 

Siggi and Sigga were active members of the Grund 
Lutheran Church, he, serving on the board for many 
years and she, being an active member of the Grund 
Ladies' Aid. Siggi played the trumpet in the Argyle Brass 
Band and Glenboro Brass Band. Evidence of the great 
interest Siggi took in his yard and garden is the grove of 
spruce trees and the different fruit trees he planted in the 
early 1940's. 

Siggi served on the Hola School Board and was an 
active member of the Baldur Curling Club, where he was 
made an honourary member and was caretaker for three 
years. 

Siggi and Sigga had two sons, Carl and Skuli. Carl was 
born April 16, 1931. Skuli was born July 12, 1934. 

Siggi and Sigga retired in 1958, to Baldur, where they 
continued to take great pride in their yard and garden. 
Sigga was a staunch worker of the Baldur Lutheran 
Ladies' Aid where she was made honourary member on 
Sept. 1, 1970. Being very hospitable, Sigga had a cup of 
coffee for every visitor. 

Siggi passed away April 1, 1968, at the age of 80. Sigga 
remained in her home until 1973. She died Dec. 7, 1976, 
at the age of 85, and was laid to rest beside Siggi in the 

Greg, Glen, Carlene, Careen and Carlon Carlene's 
wedding day in 1978. 

Grund Cemetery, which was on the original homestead. 
Carl Sigurjon attended Hola School and farmed with 

his father until July, 1954, when he married Coreen 
Scott. They lived on the Tom Johnson farm SE 14-5-14, 
until September, 1962, when they moved to the Thor
steinson farm, 34-5-14. Carl and Coreen had four 
children: Carleen, Greg, Douglas and Trevor. Carleen 
was born Feb. 3, 1955. She worked for the Manitoba 
Telephone Company at Winnipeg and Wawanesa. She 
married Glen Hamilton in August, 1978. Greg was born 
June 25, 1956. He worked for the Manitoba Telephone 
Company for two years and is now farming with Carl. 
Douglas was born Jan. 23, 1958, and died April 24, 1958. 
Trevor was born Oct. 25, 1960, and died Feb. 2, 1970. 

Back Row: Debbie, Allan and Sharon. Front Row: Sis, Kim and Skuli. 

Skuli attended Hola and Baldur Schools. He married 
Marjorie (Sis) Brinkworth Feb. 2, 1957. In 1958, he took 
over the home farm until 1971 , when Skuli and Sis moved 
to British Columbia. After their return to the farm they 
built a new home. Skuli works for the Manitoba 
Government (Good Roads). They have four children: 
Sharon, Debbie, Allan and Kim. Sharon was born March 
4, 1957. She married Rick Fleming in December, 1977. 
They have two children: Jamie and Patricia. Debbie was 
born Feb. 10, 1958. She is a licensed practical nurse and is 
nursing at Pelican Lake Training Centre in Ninette. Allan 
was born Oct. 24, 1963 and Kim was born July 14, 1966. 
They both attend Glenboro School and are living at 
home. 

Kari, Ami, Siggi, Jack and Bjorn - the Johnson brothers. 



BERGUR AND STEFANIA JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Stefania and Berger. 

Bergur was born Oct. 18, 1882, at Myrum in Skaf
tafellsysla. He came from Iceland to Baldur in 1902, and 
lived there until he retired. He married Stefania 
Ragnheidur Stefansdottir, who was born March 7, 1884, 
at Seydisfirdi, Iceland. 

Bergur and Stefania had to work very hard. Bergur was 
the caretaker of Baldur School for many years. Stefania 
was a lifelong member of the Lutheran Ladies' Aid and 
both belonged to the Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

They had a nice little home where their three sons were 
born: Steve, who was born on Sept. 18, 1909; Kristin 
(Kris), and Ragnar. 

Steve married Edna Scott on Feb. 19, 1935. They lived 
in Baldur. They had one son, Earl, who was born March 
7, 1940. Steve passed away at Baldur on June 26, 1941. 
He was buried in Baldur Cemetery. 

Kris married Jean Cramer and they had three children. 
Ragnar married Margaret Best of Peterborough, Ont. 

They have two boys: Paul and Doug. 
Bergur and Stefania retired, and moved to Betel Home 

at Gimli, Man., in 1953. Stefania passed away Nov. 9, 
1962, at the age of 79 years. Bergur passed away Oct. 7, 
1967, at the age of 84. 

STEVE AND EDNA JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Edna was born in Baldur in 1908, and lived with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Scott, until she married Steve 
Johnson on Feb. 19, 1935. Steve was the oldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bergur Johnson of Baldur. They had one 
son Earl. Steve died in 1941. 

Edna started to work in the egg station for a while and 
in 1942, she started to work for Lorne McLeod in the 
Gazette office, as Lorne had joined the air force. In 1951, 
she purchased the printing shop, at which time the type 
was all hand-set. 

Earl completed his school and in August, 1963, he 
married Joy Tosh, daughter of Morley and Janet Tosh. 
(See Earl Johnson history) 
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Edna has the dress shop which she bought in 1963 from 
Miss Renaud, and in 1969, she built the new shop which 
she still operates. 

EARL JOHNSON FAMILY 

Back Row: Earl and Michael. Front Row: Kelly 
Ann, Joy and Travis. 

Earl, only son of Edna Johnson and the late Steve 
Johnson, and Joy, eldest daughter of the late Morley and 
Janet Tosh, were married on Aug. 10, 1963 in the Baldur 
United Church by Rev. Markowsky. 

Joy was raised in the Rosehill School District and 
attended school there before coming to Baldur High 
School in 1956 for grades X, XI, XII, Then in 1959-1960 
she attended Manitoba Teachers' College, before 
teaching for two years at Rosebud School District south 
of Crystal City and for one year at Starbuck, Man. 

Earl took his schooling in Baldur Elementary and High 
Schools. On completion he began working full time, in 
1960, at the Gazette office with his mother. In 1963, Earl 
took over the shop. Earl and Joy operated the Baldur 
Gazette at its original location on Second Street until Oct. 
1, 1978, when they purchased the Fowler Block and 
moved the printing operation into part of this building. 

Joy and Earl's first home was made on Second Street 
South, in the house situated between Dora Williams and 
the Joe Januska residences. Here there first child, Kelly
Ann Janice, was born on "paper day", Wednesday, 
Sept. 16, 1964. In the fall of 1965, they purchased the 
former Jim Guilbert home on Third Street where they 
still reside. Here their second child, Michael Steven, was 
born on Saturday, April 23, 1966 and their third child, 
Travis Earl, on Sunday, June 25, 1972. They all attend 
Baldur School and enjoy an active part in sports and 
school functions. 

BJORN AND THORBJORG 
JONSSON FAMILY 

Bjorn Jonsson and his wife, Thorbjorg, were born in 
Iceland and immigrated with their family to Canada in 
1876. They settled in the new Icelandic colony (Riverton 
and Gimli district), and after living in that area for six 



years, they moved into the Argyl~ Munici~ality (Bru) in 
1882. There were five children III the Bjorn Jonsson 
family: Valgerdur, Sigurbjorg, Krist jan (C.B.), Bjorn 
(B.B.) and Jon (J.B.). They homesteaded on SE 16-6-13. 
The land was valued at $3,000 and had 80 acres under 
cultivation. Their livestock consisted of four cows, ten 
calves, seven horses, three pigs and fifty chickens. Im
plements were valued at $6S0; cash on hand, $13S and 
debts amounted to $1,000. The total resources were 
$6, lOS and net worth tallied out to be the sum of $S, lOS. 

Bjorn was a lay minister for several years until the time 
came when the settlers could financially support an 
ordained pastor. 

Krist jan (C.B.), their eldest son, took over his father's 
farm in the early 1900's. He was a successful farmer with 
three quarter sections of land which was well equipped 
with machinery, cattle, horses and a modern threshing 
machine. A new barn was built in 1915, and to celebrate 
the completion of the building, neighbours and friends 
were invited to a happy evening of dancing on the new 
floor. 

Back Row: Lilja, Janina, Herman, John, Helga, Anna, Bjorn, Sigrun 
and Thorbjorg. Front Row: Pauline, Krist jan, Carl (on arm of chair), 
Harold, Thordis, with Theodore on lap, and Laura sitting on cushion. 

Krist jan and his wife, Thordis, were blessed with 16 
children, two of whom died in infancy. They raised eight 
daughters and six sons, all of them having been brought 
up on the farm. Krist jan and Thordis were spiritually
minded, good-living folk, always ready to lend a helping 
hand to those in need. They moved to Glenboro in 1926. 
The move was a little premature, but necessary due to 
illness and other circumstances. They were not mercenary 
wealthy, but rich in love and kindness. Thordis had a 
licenced nursing home which she operated in her own 
home with great success. They built a small barn on the 
lot on which they lived and housed a couple of cows. 
They added to their finances somewhat by selling milk to 
several customers in the town. Krist jan had a good team 
of driving horses and whenever the doctor required quick 
transportation, the horses were hitched up and made 
available for any emergency. He also drove the Lutheran 
pastor to Bru, Grund and Baldur for Sunday services. 
The depression years passed by and it was in 1934 when 

Krist jan died. Thordis carried on her nursing with great 
courage for a number of years. 

Krist jan turned the farm over to his son, Bjorn (B.K.) 
in 1926. The farm was well-equipped by this time with 
machinery, livestock and the land well taken care of. 

In 1960 Claire Johnson, the fourth generation of the 
family, purchased his father's farm (the Jonsson 
homestead). The house stands today as it was when built 
by Krist jan in 1902, the only change being the addition of 
a new kitchen, bathroom and laundry room. 

B.B. Jonsson, D.D., who was the first school teacher 
in the Bru district, is worthy of mention. He was the 
fourth child of Bjorn Jonsson and became a Lutheran 
pastor, serving in Mineota, Minnesota, for 20 years and 
following that, he served 22 years as pastor of the First 
Lutheran Church in Winnipeg. 

Dr. B.B. Jonsson. 

BJORN (B.K.) AND CLARA JONSSON 
FAMILY 

Marlene, Delphine, Barney, Clara, Theodore, Clare. 

Bjorn K. Jonsson was the eldest son of Krist jan 
Jonsson and Thordis Bergvinsdottir. Bjorn was born 
March 13, 1898, on his father's farm, SE 16-6-13. He 
married Clara Josephine Malmfridur Josephson, who 
was born May S, 1905, on SW 16-6-13, daughter of 
Holmkell and Margret Josephson. They were married 
March IS, 1926, in the Bru Lutheran Church. 

Bjorn bought his father's three quarter section farm. 
Later he acquired three more quarters of land and farmed 
there, until 1960. Bjorn and Clara have four children. 
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Delphine Delaine was born April 9, 1932. She took a 
secretarial course and worked in Winnipeg a few years 
before marrying Richard Tabalotney. They now live in 
Vancouver and have three children, Andrew Mitchell, 
Laurie Ann and John Blair. 

Claire Bjorn was born June 19, 1937. He married 
Marjorie Holmes of Cypress River on Oct. 8, 1960. 
Claire is the fourth generation living on the Jonsson 
homestead family farm. They have two children: Debra 
Denise and Shane Dana. They are the fifth generation on 
this farm. 

Marlene Mae was born Oct. 15, 1939. She took a 
secretarial course, working for a few years in Winnipeg, 
where she met Andrew John Funk of Winkler. They were 
married June 8, 1969. They live six miles south of 
Glenboro. They have three sons: Darrel Bjorn, Darcy 
Andrew and Michael Jonathan. 

Theodore Carl was born in Baldur, Aug. l3, 1941. He 
married Marion Bloomfield of Cypress River on July 4, 
1964. They have two children: Richard Carl and Jodise 
Kristina. They live one mile east of Glenboro on No.2 
Highway. Theodore worked with his father at the "White 
Implement Machinery" business in Glenboro. Gradually 
Theodore and Marion have taken the business over. 

Bjorn and Clara remodelled the old farm home, 
putting in a modern bathroom with hot and cold water 
system, in 1953. 

In 1954, B.K. went into the machinery business in 
Glenboro, bought an old house for a shop and later 
bought the old poolroom building where the shop is 
today. At first he commuted between Glenboro and the 
old farm. Clara and the boys kept the farm operating. 

When Claire married and bought the home farm from 
his parents, B.K. and Clara remodelled the house on the 
farm east of Glenboro which they had bought in 1944, 
and moved in after Christmas, 1960. They lived there for 
four years until Theodore was married July 4, 1964. B.K. 
and Clara moved into their home in Glenboro in April, 
1965. This was their third home in 40 years of marriage. 

B.K. bought a big tractor and threshing machine, when 
he farmed on the homestead, threshing for a number of 
farmers, also. Next he bought a combine and did custom 
work with that, too. 

B.K. was a lover of good horses and broke in a lot of 
wild ones. He was a non-licensed vet for many years and 
had calls night or day when help was needed. Vets were 
costly, and farmers often could not afford them. Helping 
sick animals takes skill and is a strenuous job. B.K., 
having so many brothers and sisters, had to do the 
barbering for the family. For years he was barber at his 
home on Sundays, to as many as 25 to 30 relatives and 
neighbours. Clara had the coffee pot on and served cake 
and cookies. These were the good old thirties! 

Both B.K. and Clara were active in community affairs, 
Manitoba Farmers' Union and Co-op organizations. He 
was president of the Pool Elevator for some years, at 
times a trustee or secretary of Bru School. They are both 
faithful church workers. He was on the church board and 
Clara Sunday School Superintendent and teacher for 
over 25 years. They sang in the choir, also. Clara has 
been a member of the Bru Ladies' Aid for over 50 years 
and is still an active member. 
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B.K. is very fond of sports and was coach of Bru 
baseball team. He curls twice a week in the Seniors' 
Curling Club, and never misses a ball, hockey or curling 
game. He was manager of the Cockshutt hockey team, 
which in his honour was named the B.K. Jets. For this 
Glenboro Recreation honoured him with a plaque. 

It is interesting to note that Clara's grandparents 
homesteaded NW 16-6-13, she was born on her father's 
homestead SW 16-6-13, she married and lived for 34 
years on SE 16-6-l3. This section is the heart of the Bru 
community. 

CHRISTIAN AND ARNBJORG JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Arnbjorg and Christian. 

The information about Christian Johnson's (Kristian 
Jonson's) early days as immigrant and settler in Canada 
has been taken from "The Icelandic People in 
Manitoba" (Wallingford Press, 1965) by W. Kristianson. 
The book is a valuable reference for descriptions of the 
courage, hardships and spirited progress of the Icelandic 
colony with which Christian Johnson was associated. 

Having left Iceland in 1873, there is record of him at 
Kinmount, Ont. in 1875, where the group of immigrants 
secured work building the railway. In the same year he 
joined a small delegation to explore the Red River Valley 
as a possible site for the Icelandic colony. Obtaining a 
large enough block of land eventually led them to the 
shore of Lake Winnipeg, with Christian Johnson settling 
at Vidines. Both expected and unexpected challenges 
were faced, among them a smallpox epidemic and the 
unsuitability of the chosen homestead. The problems of 
establishing a whole community of church, school, 
commerce and communication with the outer world were 
monumental. In this context Christian Johnson is 
recorded to have been the schoolteacher at Vidines on 
Sundays and Wednesdays. 



Early in 1880, together with a small delegation, he 
travelled by rowboat, steamship and on foot to the Tiger 
Hills and the Argyle settlement. With him was Sigurdur 
Christopherson, the first Icelander to file entry on a 
homestead at Grund. Christian Johnson also filed shortly 
after and these lands remain with the family today. To 
the homesteaders the area seemed like paradise and 
Christian moved to Grund in 1881. 

He appears to have been a lively participant in politics, 
church and community. Like virtually all the Icelanders, 
he was a vigorous Liberal and was chief returning officer 
for Mountain in 1892. As the Reeve of Argyle in 1896, he 
is reported to have "served with resolution and dignity". 

As one of the founding members of the unique Reform 
League in 1884, he showed an interest in the moral well
being of the community. The threat of curtailing in
dividual rights caused dissolution of the League two years 
later. 

At a wedding in 1884, an unfinished mitt was com
pleted by male guests, taking turns at the needles, among 
them Christian Johnson. On completion the mitt was two 
feet long. 

In 1893, he established an implement agency in Baldur. 
Upon his death in 1918, during the flu epidemic, the 
business was continued by his sons, Jack and Thomas. 

Christian Johnson married Arnbjorg Snidal. Children 
of this marriage were: Margaret, who lived as an invalid, 
victim of arthritis, most of her life. 

John (who died in 1935) was unmarried. He operated 
the family implement business, C. J9hnson and Sons. 

Jonina, unmarried, lived at home in Baldur until she 
moved to Winnipeg with Thomas and Dora Johnson. 

Dora and Thomas Thorvaldur. 

Thomas Thorvaldur was born in 1891. Thomas at
tended Baldur School until he entered Wesley College in 
Winnipeg in 1911, intent upon a career in law. While at 
Wesley he studied Icelandic, an indication that English 
had been stressed in the home. Before finishing his degree 
he joined the army and served in France until the end of 
the war. On his return his father had died. He, therefore, 
helped to take up the reins of the family business, which 
he served until 1946, when it was sold to Andres An
derson. Like his father, Thomas was active in the 
community as Chairman of the Baldur School Board for 

many years, a Justice of the Peace, an ardent golfer and 
sportsman, and a sympathetic businessman, particularly 
during the depression. He was more than gratified to 
have been made an honourary member of the Winnipeg 
Granite Curling Club in 1952. A Liberal in politics, he 
spent many happy years campaigning for Ivan Schultz, 
the years when Mr. Schultz was provincial member for 
the constituency. 

In 1924, Thomas married Dora Landy of Bru, a 
graduate of the Winnipeg General Hospital, who had just 
returned from an adventurous year of nursing in 
California. In 1929, they built a house in Baldur and 
remained there with their two children, Doris Shirley, 
born in 1925, and Thomas Christian, born in 1928, until 
moving to Winnipeg in 1946. Dora was equally active and 
energetic in community affairs and in the fine art of 
providing a good home. Following the death of Thomas, 
Dora remained in the house on Kingston Crescent, 
Winnipeg, for some years, later moving to a Grant 
Avenue apartment, where she now lives when not visiting 
her children. 

Shirley graduated in 1944 from Baldur School, a 
school which provided excellent teaching and happy 
memories. She entered Queen's in Kingston with a 
Manitoba Scholarship. Following graduation she spent 
three months on a bicycle in Britain and then a year at the 
University of Toronto. Since marriage in 1951 to James 
Chester Eedy Fuller of Winnipeg, they have lived in 
Ontario (Guelph, London, Elmira and Toronto), 
Harrogate, Yorkshire, England and currently Highland 
Park, Illinois, U.S.A. They have two children, Hilary 
Elizabeth and John Charles Barclay. Interests of the 
family include travel and music. 

Thomas Christian 

Thomas Christian began his life career in hockey, 
shooting pucks at Shirley who was goaltender in the 
broom cupboard. Early years playing on the frozen 
Baldur Creek and at the rink reinforced this interest. As 
well, during his junior year, he skipped a rink of Donald 
Cleghorn, Donald Bridge and Ivan Vickers to the 
Manitoba High School Curling Championship. Loyalties 
to studies at the University of Manitoba were transferred 
to the Montreal Canadiens. Beginning with their farm 
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team in Buffalo in 1948, he moved to Montreal in 1950, 
and enjoyed the many years of Stanley Cup Cham
pionships as a defenceman for the Canadiens. He won 
the Norris Trophy in 1959. In 1963, he became a Boston 
Bruin, and since his retirement from playing, has been 
scout, coach and a member of the administration. He 
now lives in Concord, Mass., with his wife Doris 
(Bradner), whom he married in Montreal in 1963. Their 
two children are: Thomas Gregory, born in 1965, and 
Julia Lisa, born in 1970. Cape Cod is a family favorite 
for holidays. Tom was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 
1970, and was made Honourary Director of Big Brothers 
Association of Boston in 1977. 

Such an account would not be complete without a 
word of appreciation for the family background and the 
community of Argyle, which together provided the 
foundations for the encouragement of these and future 
generations. 

DORI AND SIGRUN JOHNSON FAMILY 

Back Row: Halldor, Wallace and Howard. Middle Row: Leonard, Ruth 
and Sigrun. Front Row: Irene, Lois and Beverley. 

Halldor (Dori) S. Johnson was born in Ivanhoe, 
Minn., U.S.A. in 1892. He grew up in Lincoln County. 
He took high school education in Ivanhoe, then went to 
university in Minneapolis from 1914-1918, where he 
received a degree in agriculture. He then farmed near 
Ivanhoe for a short while. 

In 1920, he married Sigrun Gudmundson of Ivanhoe, 
who was a graduate of Minneapolis Teachers' College. 
As newlyweds, they moved to their newly purchased farm 
south of Glenboro, Man., 28-6-14. They lived there until 
1928, when they moved to the "Carey Farm", 20-6-13, in 
Bru district, now owned by Marcel Verstraete. In 1942 
they moved to the farm north of Bru Church, 22-6-13, 
formerly owned by L.J. Hallgrimson. In 1959, they 
moved to Baldur when their oldest son, Wallace, took 
over the farm. They lived in Baldur for a few years and 
then moved to Cypress River where they lived until 
Sigrun's death in 1965. Dori passed away in 1969. 

Halldor and Sigrun had eight children, Wallace was the 
oldest, their second child died at birth, Irene, Ruth, 
Howard, Lois, Leonard and Beverley. 

Wallace, born in 1924, went to school at Oliver, 
Glenboro and Brandon and graduated from the 
University of Manitoba with a diploma in agriculture. He 
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Back Row: Doug, Shirley and Mel. Front Row: Cindy, Olive 
and Wallace. 

chose farming as his occupation and continues to operate 
the home farm. In 1955, he married Olive Tarbath of 
Rathwell, who was at that time a teacher at Bru School. 
They have four children - Douglas at home, Shirley and 
Cindy working in Winnipeg and Melvin attending 
Glenboro Collegiate. 

Irene was born in 1928. She went to school at Oliver 
and Glenboro and graduated from the University of 
Manitoba with a degree in Home Economics. She taught 
"on permit" at Patricia School, north of Glenboro, for 
one year. She worked as a home economist in Minnesota 
and for Pillsbury of Minneapolis. Irene married Ellis 
Tufvander of Tower, Minn. in 1954. She lived in Min
nesota until her death in 1978. They had three daughters
Karen, Kathy and Laurie. 

Ruth, born in 1931, attended Oliver and Glenboro 
Schools and graduated in Home Economics at the 
University of Manitoba in 1953. She taught elementary 
school "on permit" and worked for the provincial 
government as a social worker. In 1955, she married 
Mervin McKay of Pilot Mound. Their girls are Kimberley 
and Tracy. At present Ruth is living in Winnipeg. 

Howard, born in 1933, went to school at Oliver and 
Glenboro and graduated from the University of 
Manitoba with a diploma in agriculture. For several years 
he worked for Imperial Oil in Winnipeg and then was 
later transferred to Dartmouth, N.S. In 1955, he married 
Marjorie Anderson of Baldur. They had four children -
Leslie Ann, Sharon, Richard (deceased) and Debra. 

Lois, born in 1935, attended Oliver, Glenboro, Cypre;s 
River and Bruxelles Schools and took one year of nurse s 
training at Grace Hospital. She married Victor Buffet of 
Winnipeg in 1957. They have lived in Winni~e?, E:I
monton, Montreal and presently they are hVlOg 1.n 
Toronto. They have four sons, Gregory, Randy, JamIe 
and John. 

Leonard, born in 1937, graduated in 1961 from the 



University of Manitoba with a diploma in agriculture. He 
married Elaine Jonsson of Winnipeg in 1963. They have 
three children - Trevor, Kenneth and Shelley, who are all 
still attending school. Leonard and family live in Win
nipeg, where he is at present manager of Farm Supplies 
for Manitoba Pool Elevators. 

Beverley, born in 1941, attended school at Oliver, 
Baldur and University of Manitoba. She has worked as 
an accountant in Winnipeg, Phoenix, Arizona, 
California and Minneapolis. She married Len Crowe. At 
present she is living in Minneapolis. 

FRIDFINNUR JONSSON FAMILY 
(FINNUR JOHNSON) 

Finnur wa born in Kallaruk Thistfordi, Iceland, in 
1866. His parents were Jon Thorlakson and Johanna 
J ohannsdottir. Finnur came to Canada in 1890. He 
homesteaded north of Glenboro. The Skalholt Cemetery 
was on the corner of his farm. He married Stefania 
Einarsdottir. They had a daughter, Mabel, born in 1897. 
Mabel was raised by Mr. and Mrs. Brynjolfur Josephson, 
who lived on NE 20-8-13. Then married Mrs. Finnur 
Sigurlaug Christie, who had a 13-year old son John. They 
had a daughter, Freda, who died in childhood. Later they 
had a son, August (Gusti), born 1902, and they adopted a 
girl in 1906, Sigurlaug (Sarah). They moved to Argyle in 
1912, on SW 2-6-14 and farmed there until they retired to 
Glenboro, where he died in 1927. 

Mrs. Sigurlaug Johnson married Bjorn Einarson in 
1930. She died in 1943. Finnur and Sigurlaug are buried 
in Skalholt Cemetery. 

John Christie married Gudbjorg Myrdal, who had five 
children. They took over the farm. They had one girl, 
Emily. 

Mabel married Harry Heidman. They had 12 children. 
August married Veiga Gunnlaugson. They had three 

children. (See August Johnson history.) 
Sarah married Alec Bannerman. They had 11 children. 

(See Bannerman history.) 

GUSTI AND VEIGA JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

August Wilfred (Gusti) was born north of Glenboro in 
1902. His parents were Finnur and Sigurlaug Johnson. 
They moved to Argyle in 1912, when he was 10 years old. 
He attended Hola School. In 1922, he married Veiga 
Gunnlaugson of Baldur. They moved to D' Arcy, Sask. in 
1929, and farmed there until 1937, when they came back 
to Baldur rather than going on relief, as so many others 
did during the dirty thirties. 

Gusti was a carpenter and painter. He was also 
caretaker of the Baldur School for 16 years. He was 
president of the Baldur Lutheran Church for many years. 
He died in 1976. 

Gusti and Veiga had three children. A son, Ben, was 
killed in the war in 1945. 

Their elder daughter, Dora, married Roy Campbell in 

1946. (See Roy Campbell history). 
Gusti and Veiga's younger daughter, Margaret, 

married Everett Truelove. They live in Cypress River. 
They have three boys. Rick, Tim and Greg. 

Veiga lives in Argyle Lodge in Baldur. 

MUNDIANDIMBAJOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Mundi, John and Imba. 

Gudmundur (Mundi) was born on Dec. 27, 1876, in 
Vopnafirdi, Iceland. His parents were Jon and Adalbjorg 
Jonsson. They immigrated to Canada, when Mundi was 
15 years old, coming to Winnipeg and later to the R.M. 
of Argyle. 

Mundi married Erlina (Imba) Jonsson on Jan. 16, 
1904. Imba was born in 1882, near Emerson, Man. She 
was the daughter of Jon and Arnfridur Jonsson, who 
homesteaded NE 6-6-14. 

Mundi was a forthright individual, tireless worker and 
willing to give a helping hand. He served overseas from 
1916-1919, with the 197th Battalion. 

Mundi and Imba spent some time at Swan River. Then, 
except for brief periods in Winnipeg, they moved to 
Baldur, where Mundi followed his trade of carpentry. 
While they were living in Winnipeg, their home in Baldur 
had been rented out, but was destroyed by fire, an event 
fatal to the tenant's young son. When they moved back 
to Baldur, a new home had to be built. The venerable old 
manse at Grund was acquired, dismantled board by 
board, hauled to the old home site in town, where in 
stages a quality home was constructed. 

Mundi and Imba had a daughter, who died in infancy, 
and two sons; John and Marino. 

Mundi and Imba retired to Vancouver, B.C. in 1954. 
Mundi died in 1962 and Imba died in 1978, at the age of 
96. 

John A. was born in 1911. He attended school in 
Baldur, then moved to Winnipeg. He married Elsie Gillis 
in 1949. They had no family. 

Marino was born in 1916. He attended school in 
Baldur. He married Lila Graham in 1941. Marino served 
in the armed forces from 1942-1946. Marino and Lila 
reside in Vancouver, B.C. They had one son, Harold. 
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HALLDOR AND GUDNY 
JOHNSON FAMILY 

Halldor was the son of Jon and Stephania Magnusson 
and came to Argyle Municipality with them in 1882. 
Gudny Skuladottir, born at Gimli, July 19, 1879, came 
with her parents, Skuli Amason and Sigridur Erlend
sdottir, to their homestead in March, 1881. She was 
confirmed at Bru, May 21, 1893. When she and Halldor 
married, they lived in the Bru district where their 
daughter Sigridur (Sigga) was born in 1901. They moved 
first to Sandilands, Man. where Helga was born in 1905, 
then went to Stratton, Ont. where Halldor operated a 
lumber camp. Emily was born there in 1910. 

They moved back to Cypress River and the Bru district 
in 1914. In the fall of 1917, Halldor was tragically killed 
in a steam threshing machine accident. Gudny stayed in 
Cypress River where she did dressmaking, until 1926 
when she moved to Winnipeg, living there until her death 
in 1968. 

HANNES AND MARGARET 
JOHNSON FAMILY 

Hannes and Margret. 

Hannes Hanneson Johnson came to the Argyle district 
in 1890 and settled on a homestead always called 
"Hannes' Hill", the best view in the district. His parents 
were Hannes Johnson and Sigridur Hannesdottir. 

Hannes was born in Pernumyri in Vesturhopi in 
Hunovatnssyslu, Feb. 2, 1870. In 1874 he came west with 
his parents to Kinmount, Ont. and then to an Icelandic 
settlement in Nova Scotia. About six years later they 
moved to Gardar, N. D. for some years and then to 
Winnipeg, Man. 

In 1890 Hannes married Margret Halldorsdottir 
Amason. Her parents were Halldor Amason and 
Johanna Sigurlaug J onsdottir. Margret was born in 
Hargardal, Iceland in 1872. Hannes and Margret had 
seven children, one son died in infancy. 

Stephan Eythor was born Oct. 17, 1891. He was a 
carpenter and cabinet maker in Glenboro. He married 
Thoruna Valgerdur Anderson, eldest daughter of Paul 
and Gudny Anderson of the Bru district. They had four 
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children, Bernice (Mrs. Allan Frederickson), Harold, 
Alice (Mrs. Gylen Wallace) and Wayne. Steve passed 
away in 1973 and Thora five years later in 1978. 

Magnus Leo was born Nov. 28, 1894. He married 
Laura Dodds of Glenboro and they operated a general 
store in Glenboro and later in Winnipeg for many years. 
They had one son, Brian. Leo passed away in 1953. 
Laura still resides in the Lyall Park Place in Glenboro. 

Johanna Sigurbjorg was born Dec. 31, 1896. She 
married Kjartan Stephenson and they had one daughter, 
Margaret. Johanna passed away in 1947. 

Hannes Clarence was born March 25, 1900. He was a 
grain buyer for Pool Elevators. Clarence married Ann 
Larson of Erickson and they had one daughter, Alice. 
Ann passed away in 1969 and Clarence the following 
year, 1970. 

Halldor Louis Sigurdur was born May 11, 1903. He 
was also a carpenter by trade. Lou married Sigurvieg 
Gudrun Oleson and they had three children, David, 
Emily and Leo. Lou passed away but Veiga still resides in 
Winnipeg. 

Ingibjorg Margret was born Nov. 20, 1904. She married 
Whit Meredith and they had three children, Margaret 
who died at the age of six, and Norma (Mrs. Dick 
Russell) and Glen. Inga passed away in 1971. Whit is 
living in Winnipeg. 

Hannes and Margret also raised another daughter, 
Halldora Maria, who came to live with them at about age 
two. She married Harold (Cap) Johnson and they had 
two daughters, Joan and Carole. 

Hannes and Margret moved to Glenboro in the early 
1920's. Hannes passed away in 1926. Margret lived in 
Glenboro for many years, moving to Winnipeg until her 
death in 1961. 

JOHANN AND GROA JONSON 
FAMILY 

Johann and Groa. 

Johann Jonson, a widower with two daughters, 
arrived in Canada from Iceland, in 1881, and 
homesteaded the NE 20-5-14. His two daughters were: 
Thorbjorg, who died at the age of 17, and Gu~nlaug, 
who later married Jon Bjornson. (See Jon Bjornson 

Family). d ·th 
Groa Johannesson came to Canada from lcelan ,WI 



her husband Bjorn and two sons, John and Steini, and 
they homesteaded on NW 32-5-14. Bjorn died shortly 
after arriving. Both of Bjorn and Groa's sons died as 
young men, John died from tuberculosis and Steini was 
injured in a runaway, with a team of horses, in Winnipeg 
and later died of the injuries. 

Groa later married Johann Jonson and they resided on 
NE 20-5-14. Johann was one of the men instrumental in 
the forming of the Grund Lutheran Church. 

Johann and Groa had five children: Gudrun, Tryggvi, 
Kari, Una and Johann. 

Back Row: Gudrun, Kari, Una and Johann. Front Row: Tryggvi and 
Groa. 

Johann died in 1907. Groa continued to farm with her 
sons. She lived long enough to see the large barn built for 
her son, Tryggvi, in 1908, and also, both the house and 
barn on the home quarter, which are still being used 
today. They were built in 1915 and 1916. These buildings, 
along with the house on Tryggvi's, were equipped with a 
Delco Lighting Plant, but when the batteries went dry, 
they discontinued using them. Groa died in 1918. Both 
Johann and Groa are buried in the only private cemetery 
in Argyle, on a hill, southeast of the original homestead, 
on SW 21-5-14, land belonging to their son, Kari. 

Gudrun Bjorg was born on April 26, 1886. She went to 
Tiger Hills School. In 1910, she married Paul S. Johnson. 
(See Paul Johnson Family). 

Tryggvi was born on May 16, 1890. He went to Tiger 
Hills School. In 1912, he married Sigrun Magnusdottir. 
(See Tryggvi Johnson Sr. Family). 

Kari was born in 1892. In 1918, he married Anna 
Goodman. (See Kari J. Johnson Family). 

Una was born on Sept. 20, 1894. She went to Tiger 
Hills School and continued her education, receiving a 
degree in Agriculture from the University. In 1917, she 
married Jonas Bergson and they resided on SW 20-5-14. 
Jonas died in 1920. In 1923, Una married Christian 
Skardal. (See Christian Skardal Family). 

Johann was born on Feb. 7, 1899. He went to school at 
Mimir and then farmed with his mother. In 1926, he 
married Gudfinna Margaret Stefansson. (See Johann 
Johnson Family). 

KARl AND ANNA JOHNSON FAMILY 

Kari and Anna on their wedding day in 1918. 

Kari J., the second son of Johann and Groa Johnson, 
was born in 1892. 

After the death of their father in 1907, the three 
brothers, Tryggvi, Kari and Johann farmed with their 
mother, until her death in 1918. 

On Nov. 20, 1918, Kari married Anna Goodman, 
daughter of Stefan Goodman. They made their home on 
NW 16-5-14, just one half mile south and one half mile 
east of the Johnson home on NE 20. 

Kari and Anna had three sons; Steini W.; Victor 
Johann; and Allan Raymond. 

Kari and Anna had never before participated in 
showing at the Greenway Fair. However one year, in the 
late '20's, a very persuasive gentleman convinced Kari to 
show his perc heron mare and foal at the fair. He also had 
a few meals at Kari and Anna's place by this time, so with 
some fast and very kind words, he convinced Anna that 
she should enter preserves, pickles and garden produce 
and that she would make a tremendous showing at the 
fair. Anna, knowing that the family would be attending 
the fair, on account of the mare and foal, decided that 
with not much extra effort, she could enter a few things 
this one time, so she selected a few sealers of preserves 
and pickles and raided the garden for some of the garden 
vegetables. On fair day, the family learned that Anna had 
come in for a good share of the prizes and Kari's mare 
and foal, also got their share, mainly because they were 
the only ones in that particular class. Anna kept those 
prize-winning sealers on her shelves for a long time, with 
the tickets tied on, but the family could never get her to 
enter anything again. 

Anna and Kari moved to Baldur in the fall of 1946, and 
Kari drove a cream truck for Belmont Creamery for 
many years. He died on May 2, 1961. Anna lived in town 
until 1965, when she decided to move again to the farm, 
rather than live alone. On May 1, 1969, she died from a 
severe stroke. 

Steini was born on Aug. 26, 1919 and was educated at 
Antonius School to grade VIII, grades IX to XI at Baldur 
and received grade XII at Belmont School in 1937. He 
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Steini, the Reeve of Argyle since 1974. 

worked three years at home on the farm, then taught 
school one term, on a permit, at Zelota, a country school 
southeast of Lettelier, Man. The next fall his call for 
service in the R.C.A.F. came and he enlisted for training 
as an electrician. He saw service in several training bases 
in eastern Canada and returned to the farm in 1945. For 
the next 17 years, he operated an electrical T.V., 
plumbing and heating business in Baldur. In 1963, he 
sold the business to devote all his time to farming the 
home farm and as it happened, to municipal council, 
which he began in 1964, serving 10 years as councillor in 
Ward 3 and as reeve since 1974. He hopes to complete a 
three-year term in 1983, making 10 years as reeve. Steini 
continues to live on the home farm. 

Victor Johann was born on Dec. 1, 1920. He was 

Jean and Vic on their wedding day in 1948. 

educated at Antonius and Baldur Schools and worked 
mostly on the farm until 1950. He then went into the 
operation of heavy machinery on road construction and 
winter freighting in the north country. He was an expert 
diesel mechanic (self taught) and worked on many big 
projects, such as railroad building to Lynn Lake, natural 
gas pipelines, hydro high voltage lines from the north to 
the Winnipeg area. He also worked on a large pulpwood 
logging operation in Ontario. Victor married Jean 
Fedorwich of Lauder, Man. in 1948, and they had one 
daughter Beverly (Mrs. Abe Kehler). Victor died in 
January of 1972, at the age of 52, and is buried in the 
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Baldur Cemetery. Jean lives in Winnipeg. 
Allan Raymond was born in 1923. He died in 1926, at 

the age of three, from peritonitis. He is buried in the 
family plot, with Kari and Anna, at the Baldur Cemetery. 

JOHANN AND MARGARET JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Johann and Margaret on their wedding day in 
1926. 

Johann was the youngest son of Johann and Groa 
Jonson. He took over the homestead farm, NE 20-5-14, 
after his mother's death. On Dec. 4, 1926, he married 
Gudfinna Margaret Stefansson of Elfros, Sask. It is 
interesting to note, that both Johann and Margaret were 
born on the same farm, as Margaret's parents were on 
their way from Iceland to go to reside in Saskatchewan, 
when they stopped to spend some time with Johann and 
Groa, and this was when Margaret was born, on Oct. 27, 
1904. 

Johann and Margaret had three children: Ramona, 
Leola and Allan. 

Johann and Margaret farmed on "20" until 1963, 
when they retired from the farm and moved to Baldur. 
Their daughter, Leola, and her husband Currie Campbell 
came to the farm at this time, and so in the year 1981, the 
homestead of Johann Jonson became a Century Farm. 

Johann spent his remaining years as caretaker of the 
old Baldur High School. He was on the Tiger Hills 
School Board (country school) and also worked on the 
formation of the Co-op Store in Baldur. Margaret 
continues to be a member of the Lutheran Ladies' Aid. 
Johann died on Oct. 6, 1966, and Margaret still lives in 
their home in Baldur. In 1969, Margaret married Fred 
Isfeld of Winnipeg. Fred died in 1972. 

Ramona Indiana was born on Oct. 14, 1930, and was 
educated at Antonius, Tiger Hills and Baldur Schools. 
She married Gordon Wanless on March 14, 1950. They 
have been farming south of Belmont, since. They have six 



Standing: Dennis, Darlene, Sherri, Neil, Leanne, Ann Marie, Gordon. 
Back of Chair: Denise, Lane. Seated: Ramona with Deanna and 
Darren. 

children: Dennis; Neil; Sherri; Leanne; Ann Marie; and 
Lane. 

Leola Laufey was born on March 4, 1932, and went to 
school at Antonius and Tiger Hills and Baldur Schools. 
She taught one year on a permit, at Hola School, before 
her marriage to Currie Campbell on Sept. 8, 1951. (See 
Campbell Family). 

Allan Johann was born on Oct. 9, 1934, and went to 
school at Antonius, Tiger Hills and Baldur Schools. 
Allan has been a salesman, truck driver, operated a 
service station and presently is employed with an awning 
company in Brandon, where he resides. On Nov. 11, 
1954, he married Jean Judd of Brandon and they have 
four children: Barbara, Kenneth, Sandra, Jacqueline and 
one grandson, Scott. 

TRYGGVI SR. AND SIGRUN JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Sigrun and Tryggvi on their wedding day 
in 1912. 

Tryggvi was the oldest son of Johann and Groa Jonson 
and he farmed SE 20-5-14. In 1912, he married Sigrun 
Magnusdottir, daughter of Magnus Skarda!. Sigrun was 
a schoolteacher. 

Tryggvi and Sigrun had five children: Jonina, 
Christian, Magnus, Emily and Tryggvi, and also a foster 
son, Einar Isford. 

Tryggvi and Sigrun's door was always open to anyone 
in need, and this was shown when they so often had extra 
relatives staying at their place. Sigrun was a member of 
the Lutheran Ladies Aid for a number of years. Tryggvi 
was president of the Lutheran Church Board in Baldur, 
as well as being on the Manitoba Pool Elevator Board 
and the Manitoba Poultry Co-operative Board. 

Tryggvi and Sigrun moved to Baldur when they retired 
from the farm, in 1945, and then Tryggvi was employed 
by the Manitoba Hydro. Sigrun so often could be found 
washing, carding and spinning the wool from the sheep 
(they raised their own sheep when living on the farm) and 
then busy knitting that yarn into socks and mitts. 

Tryggvi died suddenly on Sept. 6, 1956, and Sigrun 
died on Jan. 19, 1966. 

Jonina was born on Jan. 1,1913. She went to school at 
Mimir, then she worked at the Ninette Sanatorium, 
Winnipeg General Hospital and at the Baldur Co-op. On 
Oct. 8, 1949, she married Ali Sigvaldason. (See 
Sigvaldason Family). 

Christian Johann was born on Nov. 5, 1917. He went 
to school at Mimir, Antonius and Baldur. Chris never 
married and lived all his life, farming on the home farm, 
SE 20-5-14, and working for the R.M. of Argyle, until his 
death on June 20,1970. 

Magnus Jonas was born on Dec. 19, 1920. He took his 
education at Antonius and Baldur Schools. He married 
Gudrun Peterson. (See Magnus Johnson Family). 

Presented to Emily Webb by Han. Ben Hanuschak on behalf of the 
province and people of Manitoba. Inscription reads: "Presented to 
Emily Webb for broadening understanding between consumers and 
agriculturists. " 

Emily Una was born on Sept. 29, 1924. She was 
educated at Antonius and Baldur and the University of 
Manitoba, receiving her B.Sc. in Agriculture, in 1946. 
Emily worked in Winnipeg and she married Jack Webb 
of Winnipeg, on June 17, 1950. Emily continued to work 
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for a number of years as an agriculture reporter for the 
Manitoba Co-operator newspaper, while her family was 
quite young, and up to the time of her very early death. 
Jack and Emily had three children: Karen Lee; Laura 
Sigrun; and John Taylor (who went to school for a time 
in Baldur). Emily died on June 16, 1971, in the prime of 
her very active life. 

Tryggvi was born on April 10, 1928. He received his 
education at Antonius and Baldur High School, then 
farmed with his brother Chris. In 1953, he married 
Marguerite Christopherson. (See Tryggvi Johnson Jr. 
Family). 

In July, 1929, Einar Isford was welcomed into the 
home of Tryggvi and Sigrun, as his mother was a patient 
at the Ninette Sanatorium, having contracted tuber
culosis. Einar is the second son of Krist jan and Augusta 
Sigrun Isfjord. On Dec. 9, 1929, his mother died and 
Einar continued to live with his foster parents. He at
tended school at Antonius and the Baldur High School. 
He married Edith Sigurdson. (See Einar Isford Family). 

MAGNUS AND GUDRUNJOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Gudrun and Mac on their wedding day. 

Magnus (Mac) was the second son of Tryggvi and 
Sigrun Johnson. He joined the air force in 1940 and 
served overseas as flight lieutenant, a bomb aimer on 33 
missions. He received the D.F.C. for his services. Post 
war, he farmed on E 32-5-14, working with his brother, 
Chris. Mac married Gudrun Peterson, of Baldur. 
Gudrun was a graduate registered nurse of the 
Misericordia Hospital in 1944. 

Mac and Gudrun left the farm in 1957, and moved into 
the Playfair house in Baldur. Mac works as an equipment 
operator for the R.M. of Argyle. 

Mac and Gudrun have two sons: Desmond and Glen. 
Desmond was born on Feb. 12, 1947, and went to 

school at Mimir and Baldur. On Sept. 5,1970, he married 
Dawn Giles of Neepawa. They have two children: 
Christopher, who was born on Feb. 5, 1975, and Erin, 
who was born on Nov. 23, 1976. At present they live at 
Lac du Bonnet, Man., where Desmond is a hard rock 
miner. 

Glen was born on Oct. 22, 1949, and went to school at 
Mimir and Baldur. Glen lives with his parents and 
operates a garage and farm in partnership with Eric 
Gudnason. 
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TRYGGVI JOHNSON JR. FAMILY 

Rick, Marguerite, Carol and Tryggvi. 

Tryggvi was the youngest son of Tryggvi and Sigrun 
Johnson. On Nov. 14, 1953, he married Marguerite 
Christopherson, daughter of Herbert and Emily 
Christopherson. They lived on NW 16-5-14, until 1956, 
when they moved to Baldur, where Tryggvi has since 
been operating a welding business (former Sveinson's 
shop). 

Tryggvi and Marguerite had two children, Carol and 
Rick. 

Tryggvi has served on many boards: the local school 
board, the Immanuel Lutheran Church Board, chamber 
of commerce, town board, Rock Lake Gun Club and is 
presently serving his second term as president of The 
Manitoba Trapshooting Association. 

Marguerite was very actively involved in her family; a 
member of the Tiger Hills School Board (worked so very 
diligently and efficiently towards the present high 
school); the Baldur Lutheran Sunday School Superin
tendent; and participated in the Lutheran Church Choir 
and the Lutheran Ladies Aid. She was also on the 
Executive Board of the Western Canadian Synod of the 
Lutheran Church. Marguerite passed away very suddenly 
on Feb. 5,1975. 

Dave, Carol holding Jeremy. Matthew and Corinne injront. 



Carol Elizabeth was born on May 18, 1954, and 
received her education in Baldur. On May 5, 1973, she 
married Dave Ross of Wawanesa. Dave was employed 
with the Royal Bank in Baldur at the time of their 
marriage. They are now farming on his father's farm at 
Wawanesa. Dave and Carol have three children: Mat
thew, born Jan. 22, 1975; Corinne, born May 25, 1977; 
and Jeremy, born May 21, 1979. 

Ricky Allan was born on Dec. 10, 1956, and received 
his education in Baldur. Rick is living in Baldur and 
working with his father in the welding business. 

On June 21, 1980, Tryggvi married Emily (Christie) 
McLennan and they continue to reside in Baldur. Emily is 
employed with the Royal Bank in Baldur. 

PAUL S. AND GUDRUN JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Gudrun and Paul on their wedding 
day in 1910. 

Paul was raised by an uncle at Hnausa, Man. He spent 
his early life as a fisherman, then came to Argyle. In 
1910, he married Gudrun Bjorg Jonson, daughter of 
Johann and Groa Jonson. They resided in Saskatchewan, 
at DeviI's Creek, before coming back to Argyle to farm. 
First they lived on the Lyon farm and then they moved to 
NE 31-5-14. 

Paul and Gudrun had one daughter, Aurora, and two 
sons, Elmer and Herman, whom they raised on 31. 

Gudrun died in February, 1952. The boys took over the 
farm and Paul spent his later years in Winnipeg. He died 
in October, 1975. 

Aurora was born on Nov. 26,1911, and was a graduate 
nurse from the Winnipeg General Hospital. She died in 
August, 1936. 

Herman Adalstein was born on April 2, 1912, and 
received his education at Mimir School, then farmed with 
his family. He married Phyllis Cline of Belmont, in 1938. 
(See Herman Johnson Family). 

Elmer Marino was born on Jan. 16, 1914 and received 
his education at Mimir School. He farmed on "31" with 
his parents and brother. He married Enid Gordon of 
Belmont. (See Elmer Johnson Family). 

HERMAN AND PHYLLIS JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Laurie, Phyllis, Herman and Wayne. Front Row: Jill, Brian 
and Patsy. 

Herman was the oldest son of Paul and Gudrun 
Johnson. He farmed with his family. On March 22, 1938, 
he married Phyllis Cline of Belmont and they made their 
home on 5-6-14. 

Herman and Phyllis had five children: Wayne, Brian, 
Laurie, Jill and Patsy. They were all born while Herman 
and Phyllis were living on 5-6-14. 

While living on 5, Herman had a very unusual ac
cident, during a violent summer storm in 1947. He was on 
the tractor, when he was struck by lightning, fortunately 
recovering. 

In 1952, the family moved to a farm west of Glenboro, 
where they resided until 1967, when they moved into 
Glenboro. Herman was then employed by the Manitoba 
Department of Highways and Transportation, until his 
retirement. 

Herman and Phyllis were never happier than when 
their house was filled with their children and grand
childen. Herman died on Aug. 14, 1980. Phyllis con
tinues to live in Glenboro. 

Standing: Julie, Rosemary, Marg, Wayne, and Terry. Kneeling: 
Melanie, Aurora, Paul and Christine. 
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Herman Wayne was born on Feb. 5, 1939. He went to 
school at Mimir, Glenboro (Phyllis moved into Glenboro 
for a few winters when roads were very poor and Mimir 
was closed, so the children could continue their 
education) and Stockton. Wayne married Margaret Ross 
of Cypress River on Sept. 21, 1957. He worked on road 
construction and for the R.M. of Argyle, while living in 
Baldur and on the farm, SE 20-5-14 with Chris Johnson. 
Then he farmed in the Stockton area, working with his 
brother, Laurie, on the farm in Argyle. They moved to 
Glenboro in 1971, where they have since resided. Wayne 
is working mainly on heavy equipment machinery and 
Margaret has worked at the Glenboro Bakeshop and the 
Senior Citizens Home. They have six daughters: Julie 
Ann, born Dec. 17, 1957, who married Garry Coleman in 
1979. They had a son, Brett, who passed away very 
suddenly, at the age of one month; Rosemary Rae was 
born July 7, 1959. In 1980, she married Brian Hoblyak. 
Rosemary has one son, Paul Johnson, born in 1976; 
Terry Lee, born Nov. 24, 1961, is employed at Wawanesa 
Mutual; Christine Louise, born Aug. 4, 1963; Aurora 
Dawn, born June 23, 1964; Melanie Michelle, born Jan. 
19, 1966, are in school. 

Kelly, Audrey, Brian and Curtis. 

Brian Neil was born on Aug. 22, 1940, and went to 
school at Mimir, Glenboro and Stockton. On Oct. 10, 
1964, he married Audrey Hutchins of Napinka. Audrey 
was an employee of the Manitoba Telephone, as a 
telephone operator, in Baldur. Brian worked on road 
construction. He joined the Manitoba Department of 
Highways and Transportation, in 1965, and continues to 
work for them, but resides in Baldur. Brian has been very 
active in sports: curling, coaching ball and hockey and 
loves hunting. Brian and Audrey have two sons: Curtis 
Brian, born April 8, 1965; and Kelly Ray, born March 11, 
1966, both are still in school in Baldur. 

Laurie Lewis was born on Oct. 2, 1943, and went to 
school in Glenboro and Stockton. He farmed with his 
father near Stockton. He married Sigried Gudnason on 
May 16, 1964, and they moved to farm in Argyle, 31-5-
14. In 1968, they moved to Glenboro, where they have 
resided since. Sigried was a school teacher, teaching for 
10 years, part in Stockton and the rest in Cypress River. 
Laurie worked on road construction and now is em
ployed by the Department of Highways and Tran
sportation. Laurie and Sigried have four children: Cary 
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Back Row: Cary, Laurie and Lisa. Front 
Row: Catherine, and Sigried holding Scott. 

Lewis, born Oct. 20, 1964; Lisa Rose, born March 24, 
1966: Catherine Leah, born June 3, 1977; and Laurie 
Scott, born June 28,1980. 

Jill Aurora was born on Oct. 6, 1945, and went to 
school in Glenboro and Stockton. She married Wayne 
Nowazek of Brandon, on April 9, 1966, and lived in 
Winnipeg. Jill has two sons: Mark Anthony, born Oct. 
23, 1966, and Charles Andrew, born Aug. 17, 1971. Jill 
and boys reside in Glenboro, and Jill works in the 
Glenboro Hospital. 

Patsy Lee was born on May 27, 1951, and went to 
school in Stockton and Glenboro. She married Ken Laluk 
(family are former residents of Argyle), of Brandon on 
July 26, 1969. They have two children: Patricia Dawn, 
born Sept. 7, 1970, and Kenneth Wade, born Aug. 11, 
1972. They reside in Brandon. 

Phyllis Johnson recalls - During the March blizzard of 
1966, at the home of Herman and Phyllis (only one half 
mile from the highway No.2), Phyllis spent a very 
anxious time as their two very pregnant daughter-in-laws 
were there at that time. In fear of the hydro going off and 
the stork arriving early, Phyllis kept the kettle on the boil 
at all times and also had the presence of mind to melt the 
wax which was on the jams and jellies in the basement, 
from which she made candles (perhaps she wanted the 
stork to be able to see where to come). Very early next 
morning (after a sleepless night for Phyllis), a frantic 
rush was made to catch the snowplow on the main 
highway to get it to make a road across the field to the 
house, so that the Mamas-to-be could be transported to 
the hospital when needed. 

ELMER AND ENID JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Elmer was the youngest son of Paul and Gudrun 
Johnson. He farmed on 31-5-14 with his parents and his 
brother, Herman. On July 10, 1947, he married Enid 
Gordon, a hairdresser, of Belmont. 

Elmer served as a councillor for the R.M. of Argyle for 



Enid, Lara in her arms, Elmer, Irma. 

a number of years and was on the board of the Glenooro 
Senior Citizens' Home. 

In May, 1966, Elmer and Enid moved to Glenboro, 
and Elmer took employment with the Manitoba 
Department of Highways and Transportation until his 
retirement. Enid was involved in ownership of the 
Kiddie's Toggery in Glenboro, for a few years. She has 
been running the clubhouse at the Glenboro Golf Club. 

Elmer and Enid have one daughter, Irma Beth. She 
was born on Nov. 30, 1950, and received her education at 
Mimir and Glenboro schools. She has her B.A. from the 
University of Manitoba. Irma has taught school in 
Winnipeg for 10 years and at present is an assistant 
education co-ordinator at the Museum of Man and 
Nature. On May 29,1971, she married Richard Oleson of 
Glenboro and they have one daughter, Lara Elizabeth. 
They reside in Winnipeg. 

MARKUS AND MARGRET JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Markus was born at Spagilstadir, Iceland, on Nov. 22, 
1858. He was the son of Jon Markusson and his wife 
Gudrun Arngrimsdottir. 

Margret was born at Hrodnyastadir, Iceland on April 
26, 1857, the daughter of Jon Johnson and his wife 
Margaret Einarsdottir. 

They came to Canada in 1883. Markus worked as a 
mattress maker for the Bromley Co. in Winnipeg before 
moving to Baldur in 1898. They bought three quarters of 
23-5-14 from Johannes Sigurdson where they farmed. 

They had three children: Gudrun, Jona and Jon M. 
Two girls died in infancy. 

Gudrun (Runa), 1884-1946 married Gudmunder 
Simpson and resided in Winnipe~. 

Jona, 1891-1947, married Einar Laxdal and resided 
three miles west of Baldur. 

Jon M. 1894-1961, married Kristin Magnusena 
Johnson and they resided on the home farm. (See Jon 
Johnson history.) 

Veiga and Freda, daughters of Ami and Holmfridur 
Johnson, came to live with Markus and Margret when 

their mother died. Veiga died in 1930. Freda lives at 
Vancouver. 

Jon, a brother to Markus born on Dec. 11, 1860, came 
to Canada in 1887 and farmed with Markus. He died on 
June 9, 1940. 

Margret died on Nov. 22, 1940, and Markus on Jan. 
22,1945. 

JACK AND ENAJOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Jon M. (Jack) was born on March 30, 1894, in Win
nipeg, and came to Baldur with his parents, Markus and 
Margret Johnson, in 1898. He enlisted at Brandon in 
July, 1918, where he was stationed when the war ter
minated. 

Kristin (Ena) was born March 15, 1895, in Argyle 
Municipality, daughter of Halldor and Sigarros Johnson. 

Ena and Jack were married June 9, 1919 at Selkirk. 
They farmed two miles north of Baldur until Jack passed 
away on Nov. 13, 1961. Ena resides at Baldur. 

They had four children, Flora, Evelyn, Sgt. John C. 
and Dorothy. 

Flora married Vic Mitchell of Baldur and their two 
boys are Mel and Glen. 

Evelyn married Ab Hallgrimson of Glenboro. They 
have three children; Lome, Heather and Sharon. 

Sgt. John C. Johnson of Edmonton, died in a traffic 
accident on Nov. 19, 1964. His children are, Valerie, Jo
ann, Lenore, Andrew, Kim and Carol. 

Dorothy married R.J. Cooney and their children are 
Bob and Allison. 

PHYLANDER AND ELIZA JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Grace, Jenny, Bruce and Edna. Front Row: Phylander, 
Marjory, and Eliza. 

Phylander Johnson was born in Kingston, Ont., in 
1856. Eliza Dillon was born in New York, U.S.A., in 
1855. They were married on Jan. 30, 1882, in Orillia, 
Ont., and lived near his father's homestead growing 
apples and doing carpentry. They made plans to move 
west by immigrant train to Winnipeg with their stock and 
chattels. Eliza and four daughters and baby boy rode in 
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the coach. Phylander and eldest son rode in the box cars 
with the stock. When the train stopped to refuel they 
could go to the coach to get food and drink. Eliza and 
girls stayed in Winnipeg for a few days. When they 
arrived in Pilot Mound on March 25, the river had 
flooded and washed out the bridge so they had to be 
taken across in boats. They settled on a farm east of 
Glenora for two years, then moved to the farm south of 
Greenway where they lived for 25 years. In 1925, 
Phylander built a new four-bedroom house and took 
away the old log cabin and the barn. 

The Johnsons kept a lot of horses. Phyl always liked to 
drive a good, spirited team. He also liked to raise hounds. 
He was a staunch Orangeman. He joined the Orange 
Lodge in Baldur about 1918, and always attended 
meetings and July 12 parades. 

They sold the farm to their son-in-law, Will Jay 
Young, and moved into Greenway. Phylander passed 
away in August, 1934, and Eliza and son, Bert, lived 
there until Eliza passed away in April, 1939. 

Herbert, the eldest of their six children, had always 
lived at home. He was 18 years old when they moved to 
Manitoba. He worked on the farm and raised turkeys and 
chickens. He also tried to foster wild Canada geese by 
putting eggs under a clucking hen. The geese were quite at 
home with the chickens. He hoped by raising them, they 
would come back every year, but the environment 
changed and too many sloughs dried up. He was a 
violinist and used to play for dances in the school. After 
his parents were gone, he packed up and moved to 
Vancouver, B.C., where he worked as a watchman at the 
Docks near Stanley Park. He never married and passed 
away in 1953. 

Grace was the eldest daughter and was 17 years old 
when they moved west. She became a dressmaker and 
soon married George Stratford and later moved to 
Saskatchewan. 

Jenny was 15 years old when they moved. She was a 
dressmaker as well, but went to Winnipeg and started 
work for the Winnipeg Free Press. In the war years, she 
joined the Red Cross where she met and married Lee 
Hall. They lived in Ridgedale, Sask., but later settled in 
the Nelson, B.C. area. Jenny passed away in 1979, at 92 
years of age. Lee Hall still lives in Nelson, near his 
daughter. 

Edna was 14 years old on her arrival in Manitoba. She 
went to Excelsior School and then to Winnipeg where she 
took a business course and became a stenographer. In 
1916 she married Will Jay Young. 

Youngest daughter Marjory was 11 years old when 
they arrived in Manitoba. She died of spinal meningitis at 
age 17. 

Bruce was just one year old when he travelled west. He 
went to Excelsior School and later to Winnipeg where he 
worked for a taxi business. He retired in Winnipeg where 
he still lives with his wife Elsie. 

THORSTEIN AND GUDRUN JOHNSON 
FAMILY 

Thorstein Johnson was one of the first settlers to arrive 
in Argyle in 1881. Thorstein, with his wife, Gudrun, and 
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three children, Stefan, ViI borg and Bjarni, had come to 
Canada from Iceland in 1879. They spent one year in 
Gimli where another child, Jon, was born. A long tedious 
journey by red river cart brought them to the homestead 
in Argyle. Thorstein followed an Icelandic custom of 
naming his abode. He called the homestead at 14-6-13, 
"Holmi", and he was often referred to as "Thorstein 
from Holmi" . 

Like all pioneers, the family endured hardship, 
heartaches and numerous setbacks. That first summer 
their shelter was a tent, but by fall they had built a sod 
house. A fifth child, Peter, was born in the sod house. 
They soon outgrew their sod house and lived in a granary 
while a new frame house was being built. One un
fortunate summer night, the granary caught fire. 
Luckily, the family escaped the blaze. However, they 
were left without household goods and clothing. The only 
one with the presence of mind to rescue her belongings 
was Freda, a younger daughter. Their losses included 
Thorstein's fur coat and a brand-new covered buggy. 

The frame house was eventually built and the family 
lived in it for several years. A large brick house built in 
1910, still stands today and is occupied by third and 
fourth generation Johnsons. 

Thorstein was active in community affairs. He gave 
time, talent and money in promoting the building of the 
church at Bru. A strong, robust, hardworker, Thorstein 
prospered in his new land. He often helped families who 
were not so fortunate. He lived to be 92 years old. A good 
"Afi", Thorstein had time and patience with his grand
children. He taught them many songs and sagas from his 
homeland. 

Gudrun and Thorstein had nine children: Stefan, 
Bjarni, Vilborg, Jon, Peter, Freda, Gudni, Emel and 
Fjola. 

Stefan married Sigrun Eyolfson from Riverton, Man. 
More interested in machinery than farming, Stefan 
owned and operated a threshing outfit for many years. 
He died in 1921. Stefan and Sigrun had four children -
twins Lillian and Wilbert, Steini and Gudrun (Gwen). Lil 
married Jack Roberts. They live in Winnipeg and have 
two daughters - Roslyn and Sandra. Wilbert was a born 
mechanic and has always been in the garage business. In 
later years he has worked as a marine engineer of fishing 
vessels at the west coast. Wilbert married Christine 
Goodmanson from Glenboro. They have a daughter, 
Joanne, Mrs. Michael Shaw. Wilbert has since married 
Pearl Cunningham. They make their home in Sardis, 
B.C. Steini was groomed by his grandfather to become a 
farmer. He lives in Cypress River and is still involved 
with the land and farming. Steini married Paula Palls on 
from Ames. They have three children, Stefan, Lynda and 
Donald. Stefan married Diane Boulet. They have two 
children, Krist jan and Stephania, and live on a cattle 
ranch in Eddystone, Man. Lynda is a nurse. Donald is a 
farmer and champion trap shooter who married his 
childhood sweetheart, Bonnie Chewings. They have three 
children, Jeffery, Eric and Tracey, and live at "Holmi" 
in the big brick house built by Don's great-grandfather. 
Gudrun (Gwen) married Joe Anderson from the district. 
Gwen died as the result of a car accident in 1959, at the 
age of 39. Joe has since passed on. They had two sons, 



Lome and Paul. Paul, only 20 years old, was the victim 
of another car accident. 

Bjarni died at the age of 14. 
Vilborg and her mother were victims of the 1918 flu 

epidemic. Both were buried on the same day. 
Jon married Salome Danielson from Lundar, Man. 

They had four children and farmed in the district until 
1936, when they moved to Vancouver. Harvest often 
brought Jon back to Argyle. 

Peter was an extremely talented musician and studied 
at Gustavus Adolphus College in Minnesota. He became 
a well-known piano teacher, also working for the 
Winnipeg Piano Company and McLean's Music Store. 
During his lifetime, Peter memorized over 50 works of 
classical music and he continued playing until he was 98 
years old. As well as his musical abilities, Peter was an 
outstanding chess player. At the age of 96, he played to a 
draw, the Icelandic International Grand Chess Master, 
Fredrik Olafson, at the 1978 Icelandic Festival in Gimli. 
Peter died in 1980, at the age of 98 years. 

Freda was a professional dressmaker. She worked in 
Winnipeg for many years before moving to Los Angeles. 
She married Gavin Boyd from Vancouver. Freda died in 
1977. 

Gudni was an avid horseman. He won prizes at the 
Brandon Fair for his beautiful horses. He died while still 
a young man. 

Emel always lived on the farm. He married his sister
in-law, Sigrun. They operated the farm and took part in 
community life until they retired. Emel died in 1973. 
Sigrun, now in poor health, is a patient in the Betel 
Home, Gimli, Man. 

Fjola was a piano teacher prior to her marriage to Perc 
Fraser. They made their home in Minneapolis, Min
nesota. Both are deceased. They had five children, Luella 
(Mrs. Gene Olson), passed away in 1975, Donald, 
Gordon, Clifford and Eleanor (Mrs. Rodger Rice). 
Although they lived far away, they were never strangers. 
Many happy summer vacations were spent on the farm. 

The Johnsons were one of a number of families that 
settled in the Bru district. This community had much of 
which to be proud. It is sad to think of the many men and 
women from the community who have passed on. Those 
who are left cherish happy memories that linger on. 

JOHN AND SALOME 
JOHNSON FAMILY 

John Thorsteinson Johnson was born in Gimli, Man. 
in August, 1879. His parents, Thorsteinn and Gudrun 
Johnson, and his brothers and sisters had immigrated 
from Iceland that same year from the town of Isolf
stodum. In 1881 this family decided to move with other 
Icelandic settlers to the municipality of Argyle. This 
journey took three weeks, as they travelled by Red River 
carts pulled by one ox. They brought all their possessions 
in this cart, which had only a canvas for shelter. Between 
Winnipeg and Argyle the roads were almost impassable. 
The route was on the Portage Trail, and when they got to 
Portage la Prairie, they had to cross the Assiniboine 

River by ferry. However, the ferry was out of order so 
they had to hire someone to take the supplies across by 
boat and seven head of cattle were made to swim across. 
This took two days. Finally, on arriving in Argyle, they 
took up residence in the Bru district, naming their 
homestead "Holmi". 

John married Salome Sigridur Danielsdottir on June 2, 
1908. She was born on June 10, 1881 at Holmlatri, 
Iceland and came to Canada with her brothers and sisters 
in 1894, settling in the Shoal Lake district, near Lundar. 
After their marriage John and Salome farmed in the Thor 
district until in October, 1936, when they and their four 
children moved to Vancouver, B.C. 

John died in July, 1968; Salome in October, 1979. 
John and Salome's children were: Thorstein (Steini), 

born in December, 1910; Laura, born in September, 
1915; Emil, born in April, 1918; and Daniel, born in 
September, 1921. 

Steini married Victoria Peterson and their children are 
Diana and Stefan. Steini passed away in October, 1966. 

Laura married Chris Eyford in September, 1937 and 
they have one daughter, Shirley. Chris Eyford's parents, 
Sigurdur and Bergljot Eyford, lived in the Baldur district 
from 1906 to 1912. Laura and Chris reside in Burnaby, 
B.C. 

Emil married Rose Horner and they have three 
children, Marlene, Leslie and Gordon. Emil and Rose 
live in Salmon Arm, B.C. 

Daniel married Alice Hamilton and they reside in 
Burnaby, B.C. 

HALLI AND VEIGA JONASSON 
FAMILY 

Haroldur (Halli), son of David Jonasson, came to 
Winnipeg in 1885, as a young boy. He grew up in 
Winnipeg and had five brothers and one sister. 

Halli was a plasterer by trade. During WW I he served 
overseas from 1914-1918, and was wounded only once 
during that time. 

Halli married Sigurveig (Veiga) J onina Jonson in 1907. 
They lived at Winnipeg, then moved to Baldur. Halli and 
Veiga had three children; AlIa, Dora and Herman. 

Halli passed away in 1954; and Veiga in 1967. 
AlIa married W.H. Hunter. (See Hunter history). 
Dora was raised by Hannes and Margaret Johnson at 

Bru and Glenboro. She taught school and retired in 1975. 
Dora married Harold (Cap) Johnson. They raised two 
children; Joan Christie and Carol Shields. 

Herman served in the R.C.A.F. and was killed 
overseas in 1944. 

CLARE AND EVELYN JONES FAMILY 

Clarence William is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Jones of the Treherne district. He met Evelyn Graham, 
daughter of Alex and May Graham, when she went to 
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teach at Centreville School near Treherne. Clare worked 
at carpenter work in Winnipeg for two years before he 
married Evelyn on July 19,1952 in Winnipeg. 

Bill, Doreen, Clare, Lauren, Gordon, Evelyn, Don, Coreen and flower 
girl, Kris Gordon. 

Evelyn and Clare came to the Dry River district in 1952 
and rented SW 21-4-12 from Alex Graham. They lived in 
the north half of the original Graham home and May and 
Alex Graham lived part time on the south part of the 
house. Besides working his land, Clare worked for Alex 
Graham at the same time. 

In January, 1954 a thrilling event took place. Evelyn 
and Clare were blessed with twin girls, Coreen Ann and 
Dor'een May. Then only 20 months later, in September, 
1955, a son, Gordon Alexander, came into the family. 
Needless to say, the next few years were very busy and 
exciting years, with the three young children, along with 
milking cows, raising chickens, turkeys and also doing 
extra carpenter work. 

In August, 1958 the barn and all the winter's supply of 
hay burned. As they had no place to winter their cattle, 
they decided to move. They were very grateful to all the 
people who so generously donated hay and money to help 
compensate their loss. They were very fortunate to be 
able to rent W 23-5-13 and NW 14-5-13 from Mrs. Ruth 
Mowat. This was indeed a wonderful experience for their 
family. Their living quarters had been very small at 
Marylea and to move into a two-story, three-bedroom 
home was a great thrill. 

After six years they purchased this farm from Mrs. 
Ruth Mowat. From this time on life changed, as they 
were gradually able to break up bush land and remodel 
their home. Clare still continued to help his father-in-law, 
10 miles away. Alex retired in 1967. Clare rented and then 
bought the N 7-4-12 from him. 

Their twin girls took grade I in the very happy en
vironment in a little school made from a house in 
Greenway. The fall of 1960, they attended Baldur 
Consolidated School in the hall basement. In 1961, all 
three started in the new elementary school at Baldur. 

After the family took many music lessons, Clare 
organized a band called "Green Way", which included 
Doreen, Coreen, Gordon, along with Lorraine Comber 
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of Glenora and Robert Schenk of Swan Lake. For the 
years their family were young teenagers, this band 
brought enjoyment to the Jones family. Clare very 
proudly managed and transported them wherever they 
were to play for a dance. 

Evelyn returned to teaching in September, 1964. She 
taught for three years at Marringhurst, from 1964 to 
1967. In September, 1967 she went to teach grades I and 
II at Cypress River and is employed there at the present 
time. 

Coreen graduated as a hairdresser. She married Don 
Foster, son of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Foster of Mather. 
Don is a member of the R.C.M.P. and is stationed at 
Kelowna, B.C. Coreen continues to work as a hair
dresser. Coreen and Don have one son, Darren William, 
born March 28, 1978. 

Doreen married William (Bill) Gordon, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lloyd Gordon of Baldur. She is a piano and organ 
teacher. Doreen and Bill have a Kawaii Organ business in 
Brandon, Man. Bill is an electrician and is employed at 
Shilo. Doreen and Bill have two children, Kristina May, 
born Oct. 4, 1973, and Scott William Lloyd, born Oct. 
19,1978. 

After completing high school, Gordon took up far
ming as his career. He married Lauren Skardal, daughter 
of Donna and Norman Skardal of Baldur. 

Clare enjoys farming with the capable assistance of his 
son Gordon. Evelyn and Clare look forward to visits to 
and from their family and grandchildren. 

Clare and Evelyn enjoy bowling in the winter and both 
like travelling when time permits. 

GORDON AND LAUREN JONES FAMILY 

Gordon Jones is the son of Clare and Evelyn Jones, 

Lauren, Gordon and Darrick. 



and Lauren is the daughter of Norman and Donna 
Skarda!. 

They were married at the Frelsis (Grund) Lutheran 
Church on Oct. 9, 1976. 

Their first home was Marylea, Gordon's grandparents' 
farm (NW 6-4-12) in the Dry River area. 

One fond recollection of Marylea was arriving home 
from their honeymoon to find it adorned with all sorts of 
decorations. Rolls and rolls of toilet paper were strewn 
through their lilac trees and 'Just Wed' was boldly taped 
on their picture window. The masking tape stayed on 
until spring, and it took some doing to get it off, but it 
made them chuckle throughout the winter months. 

Another recollection, but not a happy one, came in 
May, 1978. It had been a hot spring day, Gordon was 
seeding on the Ballantine farm. Late in the afternoon, the 
clouds started to build up and they looked ominous. The 
storm moved in fast and it wasn't long before it hit their 
place. From the kitchen Lauren watched the hail stones 
pound the ground. Suddenly she heard breaking glass. 
Before she reached the livingroom, she could feel the cold 
air. The hail had broken the west window of the 
livingroom and there were hail stones all over the carpet. 

It wasn't until the storm subsided that they could see 
the extent of the damage. All the west windows had been 
broken and much rain had poured through them. They 
picked up a number of hail stones the size of grade A 
large eggs. They stored them in their freezer for quite 
some time, as proof for many a skeptical visitor. 

The hail managed to hit many neighbours in the Dry 
River and Mariapolis areas. There must have been quite a 
few broken windows, for all the stores were sold out of 
glass! 

Gordon farms with his dad, and because Gordon had 
no barns, most of their livestock was kept at Gordon's 
father's farm, 10 miles away. This meant there was a lot 
of driving back and forth. 

When Gordon and Lauren got the chance to buy three 
quarter sections from Jack and Doris Stone, a mile and a 
half from Clare's, they were very pleased. 

Marylea had been in the Graham family for four 
generations. Mr. Tom Graham lived there from 1901-
1951; Richard and Rose Graham from 1937-1951; Alex 
and May from 1952-1973; Clare and Evelyn Jones from 
1952-1958. Gordon and Lauren's life in Dry River had 
been a pleasant one, in a nice home with good neigh
bours. Their new farm with its good buildings, would 
make it easier to raise their cattle and pigs and enable 
them to be closer to both their families and their home 
town, Baldur. 

Excited about owning their own farm, they moved to 
SE 14-5-13 in October, 1978. Their new farm had the 
name 'The Woodlands'. The name can be seen proudly 
painted on the side of the barn. 

The spring of 1980 brought a very special change in 
their lives. On April 1, their son Darrick Christian Alan 
was born. Darrick is a very active little boy and with all 
his energy, he keeps them very busy. 

They still farm Marylea, and a half section they rent 
from Ralph Ballantine. Although farming keeps them 
busy, they enjoy participating in curling, baseball, and 
many other activities in the Baldur area. 

TED AND LILLIAN JONES 
FAMILY 

Ted and Lillian on their 50th wedding anniversary in 1962. 

Edward John, (Ted), Jones was born in Wales, Oct. 
14, 1887. He farmed there and married Lillian Edwards 
of Hereford, England, on Nov. 5, 1912. They came to 
Canada and lived in Winnipeg for a few years. After the 
war, when jobs were scarce, they moved to Holland to 
take up farming in the Landseer district, in 1920. In 1926, 
they came to Glenboro and farmed one mile north of 
town (now Highway 5), and in 1931, moved to Victoria 
district in the R.M. of Argyle on 8-6-14, which they 
bought from Mr. Frank Farough. In 1969, they retired to 
Glenboro while son Jim continued farming. 

Ted and Lillian raised three sons and five daughters, 
the older ones being educated at Glenboro and the 
younger ones at Mimir School and completed their high 
school by correspondence. Ted was a member of the 
Mimir School Board for a number of years. 

Victoria boasted a good football team on which Ted 
played, and the kids walked two and a half miles to cheer 
them on in league games. The league included five teams, 
Victoria, Ninette, Hilton, Stockton and Belmont. It was 
good summer fun and girls and all played at practice 
games. The family attended Victoria Church every two 
weeks and took part in combination Christmas Concerts 
of Hecla and Mimir Schools. The fowl suppers were 
something not to be forgotten, everyone enjoying chicken 
and pies to the utmost. Other entertainment was house 
parties in the winter where everyone learned to dance to 
the music of a mouth organ, or piano if available, and 
picnics in the summer. 

A number of farmers belonged to the Beef Ring where 
each farmer took his turn to supply beef, which Mr. 
Poole butchered and divided among the members. 

The municipal doctor was a good service very much 
appreciated and used by most families from time to time. 

Ted passed away on March 8, 1970, at the age of 84 
years and Lillian on Sept. 3, 1973, age 87. 

Jerry Jones married Thelma Thompson. They have 
one daughter, Geraldine Kovar of Glenboro, and one 
son, Tom of Toronto, Ont. Thelma died accidentally in 
1964, and later Jerry married Alma Berry in 1970. 

Rona married George Barr. They farmed in Argyle, 
Glenboro and Stockton and retired to Glenboro in 1975. 
They had three children, Don, Betty Cowan and Carol 
Withers. 

509 



Evan, Marj, Vera, Ethel, Isabel, Jim, Rona and Jerry injront. 

Ethel married Endsar Jewsbury and farmed on the 
home farm for over 20 years. They had five boys and 
three girls. Ethel married Stan Sutherland in 1971. 

Isabel married Wilfred Anderson. They farmed in the 
Stockton area and have three children, Marie Slusar, 
Gayle Hallson and Bruce Anderson. Wilfred died in 
February, 1962, and Isabel married George Shepherd. 
Son Bruce took over the farm and George and Isabel 
retired to Glenboro. 

Evan Jones married Peggy Styan. They have two 
children, Brian and Brenda of Winnipeg. Evan worked 
two years at the Glenboro Creamery and then moved to 
the Styan farm in the Stockton area. They retired to 
Glenboro in 1978. 

Marjorie married Murray Sutherland. They live in 
Winnipeg and have four children. 

Jim married Alice Sveinson and lives in Winnipeg. 
Vera man'ied Wilfred Skayman. They farm at 

Hamiota and have two children, Glen and Linda. 

GUDNI AND SIGRIDUR JONSSON 
FAMILY 

Gudni was born in Hofstodum, near Myvatn, Iceland, 
on Oct. 10, 1844. He came to Canada with his wife 
Sigridur, who was born on May 26, 1843. They brought a 
family of six with them and settled on NW 35-4-14. 
Sigridur was Sigurdur Christopherson's sister. 

Gudni and Sigridur's children were: Krist jan Gud
nason, Baldur, born in 1865 and died in 1956; Kristin 
(Mrs. Einar Sigvaldson), Baldur, born in 1872 and died in 
1947; Sigurdur Gudnason, Kandahar, Sask., born in 
1878, died in 1957; John Gudnason, Wynyard, Sask., 
born in 1881 and died in 1914; Petur Gudnason, Baldur, 
born in 1883 and died in 1903; Paul, a twin brother of 
Petur Gudnason, Baldur, born in 1883 and died in 1936. 

Gudni passed away in September, 1908. Sigridur lived 
with her son Paul, where she passed away in February, 
1924. 
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HALLDOR AND KRISTIN SIGARROS 
JONSSON FAMILY 

Halldor was born on July 16, 1854, at Fjalli, 
Skagafirdi, Iceland. His parents were Jon Jonsson and 
Signy J onsdottir. His first wife, Steinunn J onsdottir, 
passed away shortly after they came to Canada in 1888. 
They had one daughter, Ingiborg, who died in her late 
teens. 

Halldor came first to New Iceland and later to Argyle 
Municipality where he homesteaded a half-section of 
land, 4-6-15, in 1890, and farmed until 1898. 

In 1891, he married Kristin Sigarros Bodvarsdottir 
from Midseli, Dalasysla, Iceland. They lived at Glenboro 
and Baldur before moving to Selkirk in 1914, where 
Halldor worked in the fisheries. 

They had three daughters: Asta Steinunn, Mrs. J .E. 
Erickson, Selkirk, born on May 27, 1892, and died on 
Aug. 28, 1965; Kristin Magnussina, Mrs. J.M. Johnson, 
Baldur, born on March 15, 1895; and Victoria Johanna 
Gudrun, Mrs. F.Y. Wakefield, born on Jan. 7,1900. 

Halldor died at Selkirk on July 17, 1934, and Kristin 
on Oct. 19, 1952. They are buried at the Lutheran 
Cemetery, Mapleton, Selkirk. 

HANS JONSSON 

Hans taken about 1890. 

Hans was born on Sept. 16, 1870, in the northern part 
of Iceland. His father bought the Skapti Arason farm in 
Iceland, when that gentleman immigrated to Canada in 
1874. 

In 1888, at the age of 18 years, Hans immigrated to 
Canada. In partnership with Peter Thorgrimson, he 
purchased land four and a half miles south of Glenboro, 
Man., in the R.M. of Argyle. Peter died shortly 
thereafter and Hans continued farming at this location. 

Hans Jonsson was a quiet, hard-working frugal in
dividual who appeared to be happiest in company with 
himself. He prospered admirably, which was all the mo:e 
remarkable because he only had one hand. As a boy In 

Iceland, Hans had an accident with a shot gun while out 



hunting, which resulted in his hand and lower arm being 
amputated. He was fitted with a hook and eye with which 
he was able to do all his own work on the farm. 

Hans loved to read and was quite a student of early 
Icelandic history and development; and like a lot of 
intelligent loners, became quite strongly opinionated. 
Hans retired from his farm in the early forties, and the 
land was subsequently sold to Kovars. 

Hans donated a sizable amount of money to the 
Glenboro Lutheran Church towards construction and 
installation of the tower and chimes. 

In 1938, Hans made a return visit to northern Iceland 
to visit relatives and friends. Shortly after his return to 
Canada, he began to suffer ill health. After a fairly 
lengthy illness, Hans died in January, 1944, at the 
Glenboro Nursing Unit. 

His closest living relative with whom people of the 
R.M. of Argyle are familiar, is his niece, Sena Anderson 
of Baldur. 

JON JONSSON FAMILY 

Jon Jonsson was born in Iceland, April, 1821. He came 
to Canada with his wife, Gudny Sigurdardottir, and their 
daughter Gudrun Helga in 1876, the same year as the 
group of 1200 Icelanders arrived. His son Gudjon 
remained in Iceland, coming to Canada with his wife 
Arnleif Gunnlaugsdottir in 1887. They settled in the Bru 
district. 

Jon and family settled 10 miles south of Gimli, a place 
he called Laufas. He was considered to be a rich man but 
his money soon dwindled as he loaned money to people 
who were destitute. When his home was burned and his 
belongings destroyed by fire, an honest friend paid him 
back the money Jon had loaned him. Jon built another 
house, bigger than the last. His wife Gudny passed away 
in December, 1881. 

Jon moved to Winnipeg in 1882. He later married his 
housekeeper, Arnfridur Petursdottir, who had lived with 
them at Laufas. She was born in Iceland in 1840. Jon and 
his wife then moved to Westlinne, now Emerson. Here 
two daughters were born to them. Gudny, who later 
married Paul Gudnason, and Ingibjorg, who later 
married Mundi Johnson. Jon brought his family to 
Argyle Municipality in 1886 and he homesteaded NE 6-6-
14. There he lived for 25 years. 

In 1909, Jon and his wife moved into a little house in 
Arni .Sveinson's yard. His daughter, Gudrun Helga was 
mar ned to Arni Sveinson. 

Jon's father, Jon Gudmundson received a medal from 
the King of Denmark for well-performed work on behalf 
of the needs of the common pUblic. This medal is still in 
the Gudnason family. 

Jon and his wife moved to their daughter's home, 
Gudn~ Gudnason, where Jon died in October, 1917. 
Arr:f~ldur passed ~way at the home of her daughter 
Inglbjorg and son-m-law Mundi Johnson in 1921 at the 
age of 81 years. 

STEFAN AND HELGA JONSSON 
FAMILY 

Stefan and Helga. 

Stefan Jonsson was born in Iceland to Jon Jonsson and 
Thorunn Gunnlaugsdottir in 1879. Stefan and Rev. K.K. 
Olafson were first cousins, being the sons of brothers. 
Helga was born May 26, 1878, to Sigurjon Davidson and 
Kristbjorg Marteinsdottir. Stefan and Helga were 
married at Dadastodum, Iceland, on June 9, 1899. Their 
only son Jon (John) was born in Iceland, on July 25, 
1902. 

Times were difficult in Iceland, so this family left for 
Canada in June, 1906, and came to the Baldur district. 
They first came to Gunnlaugur Davidson's, as his wife 
and Helga were half-sisters. 

Later they moved to Baldur, built a house on Schultz 
St. and lived there for several years. In 1911, they moved 
to 27-6-14 and farmed there until about 1916. They 
moved again, this time to 27-5-14, built a home and 
farmed there until 1931, when they moved to 28-6-14, 
where they farmed for many years. 

Helga was very active in church work in the Frelsis 
Lutheran Church at Grund and was made a life member 
of the Grund Ladies' Aid. Stefan and Helga celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on June 9, 1949, at their 
farm home with a throng of guests and relatives. 

John and Gladys. 
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Josef and Malmfridur were a remarkable couple, well 
liked, hard-working at home and in the community, and 
known far and wide for their hospitality. They were 
honoured, by the community, in 1905, when their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary was celebrated in Bru Hall. Later 
the same year, both Josef and Malmfridur passed away. 

Bjorn Josephson, homesteaded SW 16-6-14. His first 
wife was Sigurveig Johannsdottir Reykdal, whose father 
had homesteaded in Argyle. They had two children, 
Johann (Joe) who was a well-known farmer in Kandahar, 
Sask., and one daughter, a school teacher, who died in 
1916. Bjorn's second wife was Gudny Helgadottir, sister 
of Andres Helgason, bookbinder. Their children were; 
Helgi, Vilhjalmur, Krist jan, Malmfridur and Sigurveig. 
Bjorn lived in Baldur for a few years then moved to 
Kandahar, Sask., in 1909, and died in 1919. Gudny 
passed away at Betel in 1949. 

Holmkell homesteaded SW 16-6-13. (See Holmkell 
Josephson). 

Hoseas Josephson homesteaded NE 28-5-14. Hoseas 
was very fond of reading and he gave much thought to 
worldly affairs, and the politics of the country. He owned 
and operated a livery barn, in Baldur, where he lived. 
Hoseas never married and in later life was blind. He died 
at his brother Holmkell's farm, at Bru, on Jan. 27, 1944, 
after a lengthy illness. 

HOLMKELL AND MARGRET 
JOSEPHSON FAMILY 

Holmkell with daughters Rose and Clara and wife Margret. 

Holmkell was the son of Joseph Bjornson and 
Malmfridur Hallgrimsdottir. 

He homesteaded SW 16-6-13, Bru, in Argyle. His wife 
was Margret Isleifsdottir, born at Nedriglera in Eyjar
firdi, Iceland, in 1881. She came to Canada in 1900 with 
her mother and sisters. Her mother was Rosa Olafsdottir 
Swanson. She lived some of her last years with Margret 
and Holmkell and passed away there in 1926. Rosa was a 



sister to Sigridur, mother of Olafur S. Thorgeirson, in 
Winnipeg, publisher of the Icelandic Almanac for many 
years. Margret's sisters were: Laufey, who married Skuli 
Benjaminson, and lived in Winnipeg; Lena, who married 
Johann Hall, and lived in Argyle; and Gudrun, who 
married Sigvaldi Gunnlaugson, and lived in Argyle. 
There were also two sisters and three brothers in Iceland. 

Holmkell came to Canada in 1876, and paved the way 
for his parents and family who came in 1878, by working 
in Winnipeg and Portage la Prairie, and homesteading 
16-6-13. Some of the stories he told of the past, were 
about working on the railroad, the snow had been so 
deep at times that the trains almost disappeared. He and 
others were hired to shovel them out and were expected to 
work so long they fell asleep while shovelling. Also he 
and two neighbours walked to and from North Dakota 
bringing back cattle, bought there. After farming started, 
he told how he and neighbours, one of them being Albert 
Oliver, would go, by oxen, to Brandon and Manitou to 
sell their wheat. He said they had to walk much of the 

community. Later she went to Gimli and was the main 
cook in the Betel Home for four years. To this day she 
does beautiful handwork of all kinds. They have one son, 
Dennis. 

Clara married B.K. Johnson. (See B.K. Johnson 
History). 

Oscar started to farm, at an early age, because of his 
father's blindness and lived on the homeplace until he 
sold it in 1966. Music was his life. He sang in choirs, and 
quartets in Bru, Cypress, Glenboro and the Brandon 
Symphonic Choir. He started at an early age to play in 
dance orchestras, first in the Bru Orchestra and later, and 
until his death, played with and managed the Royal 
Canadian Orchestra. He was very faithful to the church, 
at different times holding the offices of president, 
secretary and treasurer. He was a member of the Literary 
Society of Bru and a member of the Lion's Club in 
Brandon. After retiring from the farm he travelled to a 
different country each year. In 1968, he moved to 
Brandon, and passed away there, after a heart attack, in 
October, 1972. 

way or risk freezing to death. It was also said his sisters 
walked to Holland for groceries, a distance of 20 miles. 

As the above shows, Holmkell was a hard-working 
man and after his marriage to Margret he set up a lovely 
home for his family. They were active in community 
affairs, Margret working diligently with the Bru Ladies' 
Aid and in all church affairs, attending meetings and 
synods. She taught a class in the Sunday school for 25 
years and was honoured with a gracious gift for so doing. 
On Nov. 20, 1941, a 40th wedding anniversary was held 
at Bru Hall for three couples, all married that same day in 
1901. The couples were Pall and Gudny Anderson, 
Sigurdur and Lilja Peters, and Holmkell and Margret 
Josephson. Holmkell's affliction was blindness from his 
50's on, and the last few years he was completely blind. 
He passed away at his home in January, 1942. Margret, 
later moved to Glenboro, and passed away there in May, 
1960. Their children were: Rose, Clara, Oscar, Laufey 
and julia. 

Oscar, Rose, Clara, Julie, and Laufey. 

Rose married Solvi Oddson from Gimli, in July, 1941. 
They moved to Prince Rupert, B.C. where they now live. 
Rose has many talents. She graduated from Jon Bjar
nason School in Winnipeg and taught school at Piney, 
Man. Then she took a course in hairdressing and worked 
at that and dressmaking for many years in the Bru 

Laufey married William McDowell of Deerwood, 
Man., in August, 1939. William (Bill) was an elevator
operator and postmaster at Deerwood for 33 years. In 
1968, they sold their farm and moved to Brandon and 
later to Winnipeg, where they now live. Laufey went to 
Normal School in Manitou and taught school for nine 
years in all, at Bru, Thor, Tiger Hills and Sylvan schools. 
She belonged to Deerwood Ladies Aid and has belonged 
to the Order of the Eastern Star for 34 years, holding 
many offices in the Order. Their children are: Barry 
William; Charles William; and Julia Susan. 

Julia married Arthur E. Higgs of Toronto in May, 
1945. He worked for the C.N.R. He passed away at his 
home in North Bay, Ont. in July, 1963. Julia worked as a 
clerk in stores and then she learned the trade of invisible 
mending of clothes and hosiery and worked at that for 
many years in Toronto and Winnipeg. After moving to 
North Bay she got a job as office clerk in the national 
employment office. After her husband's death she was 
transferred to the Winnipeg office. She moved to 
Brandon in 1967, and worked as a bookkeeper for 
Canada Paint Company. At present she is living in 
Winnipeg and working in Polo Park Mall. She has been a 
member of the order of the Royal Purple since 1958. 
Julia has always been a diligent worker and when not 
working at her job, does all kinds of beautiful handwork. 

JIM AND EVELYN KELLY 
FAMILY 

AS LEAVES, DRIFTING ON A STREAM 

Second generation out of Ireland,· three families of 
friends, Parlees, Heaneys and Kellys, moved from New 
Brunswick to southern Ontario, wild land at that time. 
This group intermarried, Edward Kelly married Adeline 
Heaney, and were grandparents of Ted, Kathleen and 
Nora. Edward was one of eight, five of whom wandered 
south to the States and were lost track of, apparently. 
Two others went south to the Civil War, of these one 
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Evelyn and Jim. 

returned, the other simply disappeared in the war. Ed
ward and Adeline, moving to Ontario, brought up a 
family of four in the Woodstock, Tilsonburg area: Sarah 
Ann, the oldest, married, had three children, but died 
when the youngest was very young. Marietta (Nettie) died 
years ago, leaving one son, also deceased. James Ray was 
the third, the last was Catherine O'Coates, who married, 
had no family, but brought up the family of Sarah Ann. 

James (Jim, or J .R.) was born in a log house in a 
clearing in the bush. All that land is now cleared of bush 
and is a rushing mass of humanity, on the many high
ways. In 1893, after clerking in a small store, he came to 
the west. Liking Glenboro, he bought a store and settled 
there in 1894, going back to Toronto to marry Evelyn 
Foster. 

Evelyn had grown up in Orangeville, her parents, John 
Foster out from Ireland as a young man, and Eliza 
Hayward, of Toronto. At the age of 12, Evelyn and 
parents moved to Toronto where she took the rest of her 
schooling and business trammg, to become a 
stenographer. In 1901, she married Jim Kelly and from 
here on, the story of her life is one with his. 

In 1904, after Jim gave up the store, he moved to a 
farm 25 miles south on 28-3-14, near Neelin. The long 
trip by hired democrat, J .R. following with a load of 
lumber, was a new and perhaps slightly frightening trip 
for Evelyn, not long from the city, with two wee ones, 
Kathleen, almost two and Ted, only a few months old. 

The frame house stood on a knoll, feeling all the 
winds. However, wood stoves and many, many yards of 
pipe kept it comfortable. In 1906, Nora was born there, 
with Mrs. Gooselin, from near the Pembina, as midwife, 
to help her entry into the world. 

As there was no school near them, Evelyn taught the 
two older ones their grade 1. At that time Connaught 
School was built, and the three took their first steps in the 
great, wide world at the same time. 

Life was quiet on the farm, and one of the lovely 
memories is of winter evenings, the fire crackling, the 
coal-oil lamp on the table, Jim resting on the couch, 
while Evelyn read Indian stories of scalp and gore, 
Hurlbutt's Bible Stories, E. Pauline Johnson's Poems, 
Little Knight of the X Bar B, and so on. Life went on, 
much of the children's time spent down in the Pembina 
hills, becoming familiar with the animals, the birds and 
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the frogs. This was, until the time came for the family to 
be broken, by going off to work, and by the first loss; 
J .R. died in 1931. 

Evelyn had three trips back to the east over the long 
years, otherwise her life was filled with caring for the 
family, sewing for them, all the work that farmer's wives 
had to do. She took an active part in the W.A. of Neelin, 
as secretary for many years, and in all the activities. 
When Ted joined the Air Force, she moved to Winnipeg 
to live, first with Ted, then when he married, she and 
Nora lived together in St. Vital for her last years. She 
died in 1956, and is buried in the Neelin Cemetery, with 
Jim. 

Percy and Kathleen. 

Kathleen helped at home, indoors and out for many 
years. She married Percy King in 1934, and, two years 
later they moved to his old home in England, never to see 
Canada again. Percy died in 1976, Kathleen in 1980. 
They are buried on Hayling Island, within sound of the 
sea, a far cry from Manitoba's grain fields and pastures. 

Ted and Gertie. 

Edward (Ted) carried on the farm, with his mother, 
until he sold the farm to Bert Cooney and joined the Air 
Force in 1940. He trained at St. Thomas, then served in 
Gimli, Moncton, Belgium and Germany. He returned 
home in 1946. For years he worked with Bristol 
Aerospace. In 1955, he married Gertie (Whitely) 
Williams of Melita. Her son Claire grew up with them. 
Ted is now semi-retired and they live on in their home, 
two granddaughters to help share many hours. 



Nora and Bert. 

Nora took high school in Neelin, then began teaching, 
interspersed that work with grade XII and continuing 
teacher training. The first 20 years were spent in rural 
schools and primary work, then, after Business College, 
another 20 years at teaching business subjects in Win
nipeg Schools. The 40 years may not have been finan
cially rewarding, until the later part, says Nora, but 
nothing would compare with the warm friendship of so 
many, worth far more than any money could buy. In 
1968, Nora married Bert Cooney and they retired to 
Baldur. 

WILLIAM AND MAUD KELLY 
FAMILY 

William (Bill) Kelly came in 1915 with his brother Jack, 
to 2-5-14. In 1916, Bill enlisted with the 222nd Battalion. 
He was wounded in France, but recovered and returned 
to Baldur. 

About 1922, Bill bought 35-4-14 and along with his 
brother Bert, broke the virgin prairie with a two-furrow 
gang plow and six horses. Bill and Bert built the house, 
barn and granaries, about 1924. 

Shortly after this, Bill married Maud Fenby and they 
farmed 35-4-14 until 1946. Most of these years, Maud's 
grandson Gerry Fenby made his home with Bill and 
Maud. 

After a farm sale in 1946, Bill and Maud moved to 
Baldur, having sold the farm to Ed and Lou Gosselin. 

While in Baldur, Bill was an enthusiastic curler and 
pool shark and a faithful choir member of the Baldur 
United Church, where Maud worked tirelessly for the 
U.C.W. 

In 1960, Bill and Maud sold their Baldur home and 
belongings and moved to British Columbia where they 
both passed away. 

GEORGE AND FRANCES KENNY 
FAMILY 

George Kenny, son of Ambrose Kenny of 
Marringhurst, homesteaded near Pilot Mound. In 1890, 
he married Frances Freedy. They had eight children: 
Allan, Norman, Fred, Clarence, Beatrice, Ella, Mabel 
and Lillian, who attended Dry River School. 

In 1905, this family came to NW 3-4-12 in Dry River. 

George cut wood and hauled it to Pilot Mound with 
oxen, selling some to the Americans. In the summer and 
fall he harvested for some of his neighbours. 

In 1914, George Kenny and three of his sons enlisted 
and went overseas. They all saw active service, Fred and 
Clarence being wounded at Vi my Ridge. Though 
wounded, they all returned home safely. 

George and Frances moved to Prince Albert, where 
Frances died. George suffered a stroke in 1950, and died 
at the age of 81. 

TOM AND CHARLOTTE 
KENYON FAMILY 

Back Row: Leslie, A/f, Tom, and Jack. Front Row: Edith, George, 
Tom, Charlotte and Florence. This picture was taken on Tom and 
Charlotte's 50th wedding anniversary. 

Thomas Kenyon was born in Prestwick, England and 
came to Canada in 1893 at the age of 21, looking for a 
change from office jobs. The lure of the outdoors and 
farm life appealed to him, and as he had a cousin who 
had come out from England a few years earlier and was 
living in the Glenboro area, it was to this district he, too, 
came. Tom worked around the Glenboro area for several 
farmers during the next three to four years and made a 
trip home to England for Christmas once, but the new 
life in Canada drew him back. 

During the time he worked around Glenboro he met a 
young lady, Charlotte Sampson, who was also working in 
the Glenboro area. The Sampson family had come from 
Ontario in 1888 and had settled near Greenway in Argyle 
Municipality in 1896. 

Tom and Charlotte were married at Baldur in the 
spring of 1897 and bought a farm east of Glenboro. 
Three boys were born while they lived at Glenboro, 
George, Alfred and Leslie. In 1902, they moved to the 
Argyle Municipality and settled on a farm two miles 
south of the village of Greenway, where they remained 
for 15 years. During their years at Greenway, Florence, 
Tom and John were born. Charlotte and Tom and the 
family attended church services and Sunday School 
which were held in the Greenway School until the 
Greenway Church was built. The family went to 
Greenway School, all taking part in the community 
activities of the time. Tom was a member of the Orange 
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Lodge, he also served as a school trustee and was 
secretary of the V.G.G. Elevator Board and the beef 
ring. 

There were no cars or TV; these were the days of the 
team and wagon or horse and buggy. Entertainment 
consisted of social gatherings and visiting among the 
neighbours. Now, some 65 years later, when the family 
gathers together, the conversation often drifts back to 
reminiscences of the days at Greenway and the old 
friends and neighbours. These include Grandma and 
Grandpa Sampson, the McLennans, Sinclairs, 
Gerolamys, Days, Vickers, Tisdales, Houstons, 
Chalmers, Mowats and Craiks, to name a few. It was also 
a big event to go to Rock Lake on the first and twelfth of 
July for sports and picnics, of course they drove with the 

. team and wagon and all the family piled in. 
In 1917, Tom and Charlotte and family moved to a 

farm, part way between Belmont and Hilton, and here 
another daughter, Edith, was born, making a family of 
five boys and two girls. At the time of this writing, in 
1981, the family of seven are all still living and enjoying 
family gatherings from time to time. 

George married Christena MacKay of Hilton in 1922, 
now widowed and living in Regina, Sask. 

Alfred married Hazel Wanless of Belmont in 1945. 
Leslie married Florence Jackson of Hilton in 1926 and 

resided in Baldur, where their children, Lloyd and Betsy 
were born. 

Florence married Lester Trott of Moline in 1926 and is 
now widowed. 

Tom married Gladys Down of Cypress River in 1929, 
now a widower. 

John married Gertrude McClay of Belmont in 1941. 
Edith married Lyle Lang of Belmont in 1937. 
Alfred, Leslie, John and Edith are all living III 

Brandon, Man. 
Tom and Charlotte retired from the farm in 1944 to 

live in Belmont. They celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in 1947. Tom passed away in 1949 and 
Charlotte in 1967. 

CHARLIE AND NAN KING FAMILY 

In or before the year 1908, Charlie King immigrated to 
Canada from Hayling Island, a small island off the south 
of England, in view of Isle of Wight. He had been in the 
navy for years, and had seen many parts of the world. 
Somehow, he arrived at Neelin. He worked at John 
Cooper's for a time, then rented a farm in Pleasant 
Valley, where he lived for 17 years. During his second 
year on the farm, he was joined by his sister, Mrs. Joe 
Ransom, her husband and two daughters. Mrs. Ransom 
kept house for Charlie and the girls, while Joe took work 
to earn a living. 

A few years later Annie (Nan) Martin and Charlie were 
married and the two of them set about the business of 
making a living on the farm, a far cry from the navy, or 
from London, England, from where Nan and her family 
had come. To Nan and Charlie two children were born; 
Elsie (Mrs. Charlie McKay) and Ron, who joined the air 
force, served there during WWII and for some time after. 
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In 1918, Charlie's nephew Percy, (see J.R. Kelly 
history), came to him. The little island offered so few 
opportunities to young men, that the three of the Kings 
all landed in Neelin. So Percy farmed in the area, and in 
the west, for some years, then married Kathleen Kelly 
and they returned to England. 

About 1928, Charlie left the farm and moved to 
Neelin. He drew the mail from Greenway to Neelin until 
the C.P.R. carried the mail to Cartwright. He died in 
1940 and is buried at Neelin, with Nan. 

All those who knew Charlie respect his memory. Those 
who attended concerts in that area will remember his skill 
in club swinging. 

SAM AND ELIZABETH KING FAMILY 

Sam beside his log and sod roo/ shanty. 

Sam and Elizabeth King came to Argyle from Ottawa, 
Ont. and homesteaded near Glenora, on the presently 
owned Comber farm. Sam King was born in 1827, and 
Elizabeth was born in 1855. 

Sam and his family moved to Greenway and Sam 
worked on the tracks. Sam and Elizabeth had four 
children: William J.; Alex; Minnie; and Charlie. 

Elizabeth King passed away on Feb. 19, 1907, while 
they were living in Greenway. Sam then moved with his 
son William back to Fisher Lake until 1920, when they 
moved into Glenora. Sam passed away in the spring of 
1930 at the age of 103. 

William J. (Billie) was born on April 24, 1874, on the 

Billy plowing with oxen on the Noble Lawrence/arm. 



King homestead near Glenora. He walked to school at 
Marringhurst. He took up his own homestead south of 
Greenway. After his mother died, Billie moved with his 
dad to a cabin at Fisher Lake and then in 1920, into 
Glenora. Billie used to haul freight and to saw wood for 
many people in the area, using a stationary engine on the 
saw. He was a friend to all, giving freely of his time and 
talents to help out in time of need. He was overseer of the 
Glenora Stockyards until they were closed. He also loved 
gardening, and during his last years, spent many hours in 
this occupation.· His main hobby was steam engines. 
Billie passed away in the Shamrock Nursing Home in 
Killarney, Man. on Feb. 16, 1963, at the age of 88 years. 

Alex King was born in 1880, and passed away on Jan. 
27, 1913. 

Minnie King was born on April 30, 1881, and passed 
away on Feb. 1, 1970. 

Charlie King was born in 1885, and passed away on 
Dec. 17, 1923. 

RINTJE AND BETJE KOLDYK FAMILY 

Betje and Rintje. 

Rintje Koldyk (1897-1977) came to Canada from the 
Netherlands in 1927. He worked on a farm for Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Phillips at Hilton, Man. during the first 
summer, and at a bush camp the winter of the first year. 

Clarence, Henry, Betty, Joe and Jim. 

The following year his wife, Betje (1901-1963) and two 
children, joined him. They worked on a farm for the 
Lyons Bros. at Margaret, Man. for three years and then 
farmed at Dunrea, Man. until 1942, when they moved to 
Baldur. They purchased W 18-4-13 from Mr. E. Twinney 
and in 1946, they purchased the east half. They lived in 
the Baldur area until 1952. They had six children. 

Sybren was born in the Netherlands and came to 
Canada with his mother. He served with the Royal Dutch 
Navy and after the war, farmed here for a short time 
until his death in 1950, aged 26 years. 

Elizabeth (Betty) was born in the Netherlands and 
came to Canada with her mother. She married John 
Verspeek and resides in Carman, Man. (see Verspeek). 

Standing at Back: Brian and Alan. Front Row: Valerie, Joe, Lily and 
Rita. Philip at the bottom. 

Johannes (Joe) still resides on 18-4-13 with his wife and 
grandson, Phillip. Joe married Lily Breidal and they had 
four children: Rita who married Neil Scott. She had a son 
Phillip. She nursed in the Winnipeg Health Science 
Centre and at Glenboro. Rita passed away in 1976, aged 
21 years. Brian resides in Winnipeg, Man. and is em
ployed as a commercial photographer. Valerie married 
Rhean Bateman and resides in Brandon, Man. She is 
employed as a letter carrier for the Brandon Post Office. 
Alan passed away in 1973, aged 12 years. 

Clarence married Betty Pugh and farms at West
bourne, Man. 

Henry married Kay Johnson and they reside in Ed
monton, Alta. He served with the Canadian Armed 
Forces for 20 years and is now employed with Sherrit
Gordon Mines as instrument technician. They have two 
daughters, Karen and Janet (Mrs. Dave Hunter). 

James (Jim) married Irene Schultz and farms at 
MacGregor, Man. They have three children, Theresa, 
Kevin and Jeffrey. 
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STANLEY AND VALERI KOVAR FAMILY 

Valeri and Stan. 

Stanley and Valeri came to Argyle from Pitin, 
Czechoslovakia, in the fall of 1929. They worked for the 
Perrys, Hallgrimson Bros., and Albert Sveinson, before 
settling on the farm SW 22-6-14 in the Hecla district, in 
1933. They continued to farm there until the fall of 1972, 
when they retired to their new home in Glenboro. Stanley 
served as trustee of Hecla School for a number of years. 
Valeri exhibited at the local fairs and enjoys gardening. 
They had three children, Ella, Mary and Rudy. 

Ella atttended Hecla, Frey and Glenboro Schools. In 
1956, she married Eric Green of Treherne where they 
farm. They have two children; Sharon (Mrs. Terry 
McLeod), and John. Ella is presently employed as 
secretary of Treherne Schools. 

Mary attended Hecla, Frey and Glenboro Schools. In 
1973, she married William Ohanka of Wawanesa, where 
they farm. Mary is presently employed as secretary for 
Manitoba Crop Insurance Corporation, at Glenboro. 

Rudy attended Hecla and Glenboro Schools. In 1965, 
he married Geraldine Jones of Glenboro, and they reside 
on the family farm SW 22-6-14. They have three children; 
Valerie, Diane and David, who are attending Glenboro 
School. Rudy is involved with 4-H work. 

Stanley passed away suddenly on Nov. 17, 1980, at the 
age of 77. A birch tree, contributed by the friends and 
neighbours of the Hecla district, now stands on the 
family farm in his memory. 

JAMES SR. AND ENA KYNOCH 
FAMILY 

James Kynoch Sr. was born at Fentry, Scotland, in 
1881. He came to Canada in 1910, and worked for Tom 
Kay. He married Wilhemena, eldest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Macklin of Glenora, in November, 1916. 
They lived on the Frank Simpson farm while he worked 
for Tom Kay. They then moved to the Billy Grey Farm 
and he farmed on his own. There, Wilhemena was born 
on April 12,1918, and James on April 8,1919. Later they 
farmed the Berg farm near Alf Houldens, where William 
was born on March 5, 1921. Gordon was born on Sept. 
11, 1923, on the Tom Morrill farm and Eva was born in 
1925. In 1926, they moved to Horace Forbes' farm where 
Albert was born in 1928, but died of pneumonia at the 
age of four months. Around 1930, they moved to the 
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James and Wilhemena. 

Flem Johnson farm (now Henry Sawatsky's). Andy was 
born there on Nov. 24, 1931, Eva died in 1931, from 
convulsions after a lengthy illness. In 1935, they moved 
to the Lawrence farm, east of Ira Odell's, and in 1936 to 
Syd Heaver's farm. In 1941, they moved to Bert Heaver's 
farm. In 1946, they bought the Sam Preston farm and 
farmed there until retiring to Glen ora in 1959, when 
Andy took over the farm. James Sr. died on Dec. 10, 
1965, at the age of 84, after a long illness. Wilhemena 
remained in her home with her son Gordon, until 1980, 
when illness forced her to spend several months in Baldur 
Hospital. She took up residence in Prairie View Lodge, 
Pilot Mound, in January, 1981. On June 21, 1981. she 
celebrated her 88th birthday with family and friends at 
her home in Glenora. On July 5, 1981, she passed away 
after a short illness. 

Wilhemena Jr. worked in Winnipeg during the war 
years and after her marriage to Sig Joel in 1946. They 
have always resided in St. James where they raised two 
daughters, Bonnie (Robinson) and Arlene (Balderstone). 
Both Sig and Wilhemena are retired now. 

James I. served in the first division of the army during 
WWII. On his return, he worked for and then farmed 
with Ralph and Ruth Ballantine in the Marringhurst 
district until 1965. In 1964, he purchased his parents' 
farm, S 1-4-14 and farmed until ill health forced him to 
quit in 1979. He married Mildred in 1965. She was the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Sterling, Pilot Mound. 
She taught school at Glen ora, Excelsior and Wigton and 
farmed in the district until purchasing Glenora Hardware 
from Ab Macklin in 1960. She operated it until failing 
health caused her to retire in 1980. Her daughter, Faye 
Lundgren, took it over. Faye married Robert Lundgren. 
They have a son, Steven, an.d a daughter, Hilary, and 
farm south of Glenora. Mildred's son, Karl, married 
Christine Bosc in 1978. They have two sons; David, born 
in 1979 and Jason, born in 1980. They live in Glenora and 
operate the farm of James Kynoch. 

William (Bill) served overseas during the war with the 
Canadian Artillery. After his return, he worked at home 
and then with the Manitoba Hydro work gang. Later he 
did electrical wiring in homes in preparation of the 



coming of hydro to farms. In 1949, he married Doris, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Ballantine, who that 
year bought the August Janke Store in Glenora. Bill and 
Doris operated the Ballantine Farm, NE 26-3-13, from 
1949, and they bought the farm in 1966. They practised 
mixed farming and always milked cows and shipped 
cream. After building a dairy barn, they shipped milk to 
the Pilot Mound Cheese Plant. In 1978, Bill was attacked 
by a bull and suffered a severely injured arm. They 
regretfully sold the dairy herd that December. Doris 
worked as a store clerk before being married and since 
1975, has been working as a 4-H Program Assistant for 
the Pilot Mound Area. Their family of seven were all 
born in the Baldur Hospital. Lynn, born in 1952, works 
as a bookkeeper in Toronto. Daryl, born in 1954, 
married Shawna Strang of Winnipeg in 1977, works as an 
auto body painter in Winnipeg and lives in Lorette. 
Trudy, born in 1957, is a hairdesser in Fort Frances, Ont. 
Denny, born in 1959, married Debbie Desrochers of 
Greenway in 1979, and works in Morden as a diesel 
mechanic trainee. Cindy, born in 1962, married Brian 
Charette of Mariapolis in 1981, and works in Rathwell as 
a bookkeeper. Tannis, born in 1967, is starting high 
school in Pilot Mound. Clinton, born in 1968, attended 
Glenora School and enjoyed the freedom of a farm boy's 
life. The family suffered a severe blow and heartbreak 
when he died accidentally while playing at home in 1979. 

Gordon Kynoch always lived at home with his parents. 
Since moving to Glenora he has worked for farmers in 
the area. He likes to trap fur bearing animals. 

Andy Kynoch married Joan Kaye on Dec. 31, 1958. 
They farmed the home farm until 1964, when they moved 
to Winnipeg. Andy works at Versatile Machinery 
Manufacturers for many years. They live in the Fort 
Richmond area. 

REV. MURRAY LAKE, B~A., B.D., AND 
DOROTHY LAKE, A.T.C.M. 

Dorothy and Rev. Murray Lake. 

Rev. Murray Lake was minister of Baldur United 
2hurch, as well as Greenway and Glenora from 1953 to 
1958. ' 

Murray and Dorothy have no children. 
Murray belonged to the Chamber of Commerce and 

Royal Canadian Legion. Both Murray and Dorothy 
attended the square dance club. 

Murray was in the Canadian Army for four and a half 
years during WWII. 

Dorothy taught piano lessons, training children for the 
music festival, and was active in church organizations. 
She is now teaching music in Brandon. 

Murray is retired. 

GUDNY EINARSDOTTIR LANDY 
FAMILY 

Gudny Einarsdottir Landi was born in 1826. She and 
her family came from Austara Landi in Axarfirdi, 
Iceland, to Canada in 1875. Her husband was Jonas 
Amason, who died at an early age. Their family were: 
Jon, Sigurdur, and Sigridur. 

Sigridur married Halldor Amason (Anderson) of the 
Bru district. (See Halldor Anderson history). 

Sigurdur, who was born in 1866, came to Argyle, with 
his mother Gudny and homesteaded NW 10-6-13 in 1883. 

J on was born in 1851, and married Sigridur 
Magnusdottir. Sigridur was born in 1867, at Utlu, 
Brekku in Borgarfjardarsyslu. When Jon arrived in 
Winnipeg, he acquired a butcher shop where he worked 
for some years. In 1893, Jon and Sigridur and family 
moved out to Argyle to join his brother and mother on 
the farm. Here the brothers farmed together, and worked 
as butchers in the community, curing and selling meat. 

Jon and Sigridur had four children: Laura married 
Conrad Nordman (see Conrad Nordman history); Helga 
died in 1893; Dora married Thomas Johnson of Baldur 
(see Tom Johnson history); and Emma married Jon 
Sigvaldason and they had four children: Grace, John, 
Bernice and Ami. 

Jon Landy passed away in 1902. 
After some years, Sigridur married Jon's brother 

Sigurdur Landy. They took an active part in all 
community and church work and were known to be 
very generous and hospitable. To Sigurdur and Sigridur 
were born two girls. Jonina (died 1981) married Dr. 
Fridrik Fjelsted (deceased). They had two sons: 

Sigurdur and Sigridur. 
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Frederick and Donald. 
Anne, who married Donald Hunt (deceased), had 

one daughter, Beatrice. Anne resides in Arizona, 
U.S.A. 

Sigurdur passed away in 1942. Sigridur passed away 
in 1957. They were both buried in Bru Cemetery. 

THE LAWRENCE BROTHERS 

Like so many of their contemporaries, the seven 
Lawrence brothers decided to leave their farming 
community near Uxbridge, Ont., to take advantage of 
the Dominion Lands Act of 1872, which made available 
160 acre homesteads and pre-emptions in the provisional 
district of the Northwest Territories. 

The brothers were part of a large family of seven boys 
and one daughter born to Noble and Sarah (Lyons) 
Lawrence. Both Noble and Sarah had emigrated from 
Ireland as children in the 1830's. The date of their 
marriage is unknown. 

Life on the backwoods Ontario farm had been very 
difficult. The heavily-forested land had to be cleared by 
hand. Since Noble Lawrence spent a good portion of his 
time in the local tavern, much of the work was left to 
Sarah and the eight children. 

In order to bring in needed cash, most of the boys 
began working out for their neigh ours in their early teens. 
They received their elementary education in a one-room 
school, and five of the boys took secondary education in 
Uxbridge. 

In 1877, when their mother, Sarah, lay dying, probably 
of tuberculosis, she gathered her children around her and 
asked her older sons to look after the younger ones. 
George promised to look after John; Thomas to look 
after Chris; and William to look after Noble. These 
promises were never broken; they continued in effect 
throughout the lives of all the brothers. Another promise 
which was never broken was the one the boys made to 
their mother never to indulge in liquor to any extent. 

Two years after their mother's death, their sister, 
Mary, died of the same disease. Noble Lawrence died in 
1908, at the age of 88. 

The seven sons were: Joseph, born in 1847; William, 
born in 1850; Noble, born in 1852; George, born in 1855; 
Thomas, born in 1860; Christopher, born in 1863; and 
John, born in 1865. 

As soon as they had a sufficient stake saved, all the 
brothers but the oldest, Joseph, set out in pairs to make 
their fortunes in the newly-opened lands in the Rock 
Lake area of southern Manitoba. Joseph and his family 
followed his brothers to Manitoba and settled on a 
homestead in the vicinity of Killarney, later moving to St. 
James to work as a carpenter. He died in Winnipeg, in 
19~ aged 83. 

,e seven Lawrence brothers lived an aggregate of 574 
_ars, an average of 82 years! During their lifetime they 

saw the open prairie change into a land of comfortable 
farms united by railroads to larger centres. The brothers 
have few descendants still living in Argyle, but their 
contributions to the development of this area are still 
remembered. 
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WILLIAM AND JEMIMA LAWRENCE 
FAMILY 

Jemima and William. 

William, the second son, was forced by the family's 
poverty to take a job as a farm labourer when he was only 
14. When his mother died, he took over the family farm; 
educated his younger brothers; and brought the whole 
farm under cultivation. In 1881, he rented the farm and 
came to Manitoba with Thomas, Christopher, and John. 

He homesteaded near Noble, in the Rock Lake area, 
and then spent the winter working on the railroad. When 
he returned to his homestead, he found his land com
pletely covered in timber and very difficult to clear. 

In 1882, he married Miss Jemima Walker of the 
Marringhurst district. Not long after, William aban
doned his homestead and he and Jemima returned to 
Ontario where he had been promised ajob. However, the 
job prospect failed to materialize and they returned to 
Manitoba. William worked for a short time in Killarney, 
and then filed on a homestead in the Glenora area, NW 
26-3-13; this time on prairie land across the road to the 
south of Noble, near his other brothers. 

William brought his whole farm under cultivation, but 
now he had no wood for fuel, fenceposts, or to sell, so he 
bought NW 36-3-13 as a pre-emption. It was covered with 
timber and hay meadows surrounding small ponds. After 
William had replaced his slow oxen with faster horses, he 
cut and hauled wood which he sold each winter to buy 
provisions. He was able to build a large two-storey frame 
house and planted many trees around it, not only to 
beautify it, but to serve as a protection from the wind. 

William was not a strong man, but he worked hard; 
providing for his growing family; kept a man to help with 
the labour at a monthly salary; and yet prospered. 

In times of sickness or trouble William was always a 
kind and helpful neighbour. He was a faithful member of 
the Anglican Church, and like his brothers, always 
assisted in providing religious services for the com
munity. 

In 1919, William and Jemima Lawrence built a neat 
frame bungalow in the village of Glenora where they 
spent their retirement. 

William died in April, 1935. 
Four of his six children grew up and settled in the 

district. (Two girls died in childhood.) The only son, 
William, later went to Winnipeg to reside. William and 
Jemima's daughters were: Gertrude (Mrs. Lindsay); 
Pearl (Mrs. Simpson); and Edith (Mrs. Brinkworth). 



NOBLE LA WRENCE 

Chris and Noble Lawrence. 

Noble Lawrence came with his brother George to 
Manitoba in the spring of 1878, but George continued his 
voyage to Winnipeg when Noble left the riverboat at 
Emerson. There he bought a wagon, oxen, ploW, harrow, 
rake, hoe, stove and a large quantity of food supplies. 
Then Noble made the long trek to Nelsonville to file 
claim at the Land Titles Office and on to the Rock Lake 
district. His 'homestead was SW 35-3-13, and his pre
emption was the adjacent NW 35-3-13. This gave him a 
half-section of land, part of it prairie, part of it thickly 
wooded. When George settled the homestead just west of 
Noble's, they had ready access to logs with which to build 
their houses and for use as fuel. 

Although Noble had been a sickly child, he was able to 
work hard on his 60 acres, proving up his claim within 
three years of coming West; purchasing the adjoining 
quarter-section to the north as a pre-emption; and several 
years later buying a quarter-section five miles to the 
northeast, thus becoming owner of 480 acres of land. 

Noble built log stables and kept good horses, cows and 
a team of Indian ponies called "Jo" and "Jerry" which 
he used for field work and for his long trips to Pilot 
Mound. Noble made great friends of his animals, petting 
them, giving them treats of brown sugar and extra oats. 
Once he sold one of his finest horses, a bay mare called 
"Daisy" to a Metis friend for $125.00. She appeared in 
perfect health, but when her new owner went out to his 
stable the following morning, he found that she had died. 
Noble felt so sorry he returned part of the purchase price. 

Noble remained a bachelor, continuing to live in the 
log cabin which he had built when he first came West in 
1878. He was often urged to build a new frame house but, 
living alone, he preferred the warm log house. Noble 
became very eccentric as he grew older. He had never had 
a chimney and always refused to build one. When the 
stove pipes caught fire, as they often did, Noble simply 
dipped a thick towel into a pail of water and wrapped it 
around the hot pipe thus causing steam to form inside 
and extinguish the blaze! His pipe, too, was a danger 
because he often smoked while lying on his bed. On one 
occasion he awoke to find his blankets on fire. 

Each evening he enjoyed reading his favourite 
newspaper, keeping informed on the political and 
national affairs of the day, holding strong views. He was 
extremely angry when women demanded the franchise. 
Politics were men's business and the home and children 
were women's sphere, he declared! 

As the years passed, Noble was the only one of the 
brothers left living on the prairie. But his neighbours did 
not neglect the lonely old man. The Wickens family who 
lived on George's old homestead west of him were very 
kind. Mrs. Wickens baked pies and cakes and performed 
many kindly deeds for him. His health was not too good 
and he felt the cold keenly. On one occasion Mrs. 
Wickens walked into town on a cold November day to 
replace a broken window pane for him. When Noble 
became seriously ill, the Wickens family took him in and 
cared for him during his last illness. 

Kind, generous, ever ready to help in time of need, 
Noble was a citizen who contributed much to the 
development of Manitoba. He died in July, 1940, and 
was buried next to his brother, Christopher, at Killarney. 

GEORGE AND PHOEBE LAWRENCE 
FAMILY 

George 

When George Lawrence arrived at Emerson, Man., 
with his brother, Noble, in 1878, he left his brother there 
and continued on alone to Winnipeg to find construction 
work. All he had left after paying for his voyage to 
Manitoba was 15¢! He arrived in Winnipeg on April 17, 
worked there for several weeks, and then walked to 
Miami, a distance of 50 miles. He filed on a homestead in 
that vicinity, but abandoned it to file on SE 34-3-13 
across the road from Noble .. 

George, like the other farmers of the 'area, relied on his 
oxen to break his land. The oxen were sturdy and patient, 
but very slow, and could only plough an acre and a half a 
day. There was a need for faster methods, so, as soon as 
settlers could afford them, they bought horses. 

George seized on this opportunity to make money by 
going to Ontario twice to have carloads of horses shipped 
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to Manitoba. 
In 1883, George extended his business interests at 

Glenora by starting to sell agricultural implements. 
During that year he represented Ward No.1 of Derby in 
the council of the R.M. of Derby. In 1885, he represented 
Ward No.1 of the R.M. of Argyle, part of Derby having 
been annexed to Argyle in the previous year. He was re
elected to that office by acclamation in 1886. 

Later, in the same year, he rented his farm to his 
brother, Thomas, and moved to Killarney. There he 
opened a branch office for his company, Massey. He 
engaged in this business until 1892, when he resigned to 
contest the constituency of Killarney as a Conservative in 
the provicial election. Upon his defeat he re-entered the 
agricultural implement business, in partnership with J .M. 
Baldwin. For seven years he devoted his attention to his 
business and agricultural pursuits. 

In 1899, he again became an active factor in politics, 
when he once more contested the constituency against 
Hon. F.M. Young and was elected. He won re-election in 
1903. 

In 1904, he married Miss Phoebe Coughlan, the 
daughter of a prominent tea merchant of Dublin, 
Ireland. A son, Desmond George Lloyd, was born to the 
couple on Sept. 12, 1905. Desmond was christened by the 
Anglican bishop of London on board the White Star 
Liner, "Celtic", when the family was going to the British 
Isles. 

On Oct. 2, 1911, he was called into the cabinet as 
minister of agriculture and immigration. In the latter 
capacity he set up immigration offices in England, 
Ireland, and Scotland. He repeatedly served on many 
important committees and was regarded as one of the 
most capable and progressive members on the Con
servative side of the assembly. It was largely due to his 
persistent persuasion that plans for the route of the 
branch railway line being built from Greenway to 
Wakopa were changed to accommodate the settlers of the 
Glenora area. He was for several years president of the 
Southern Manitoba Agricultural and Arts Society which 
conducted several very large fairs. 

In the provincial election of 1915, George was defeated 
by Mr. S.M. Hayden and he retired from political life. In 
1922, the family moved to Berkeley, California, where 
his son, Desmond, was attending university. Soon after 
taking up residence in California, George's health began 
to fail, and he died in 1924. 

Fraternally George was connected with: the In
dependent Order of Foresters, and was chief ranger for 
15 years; the Odd fellows Lodge; and also the Loyal 
Orange Lodge. He was a faithful member of the Anglican 
Church. 

Phoebe died in 1933. 
Desmond, who graduated from the Universities of 

California and Oxford, carried on a law practice in 
Berkeley, California, until his death in 1964. 

THOMAS AND ESTELLE LAWRENCE 
FAMILY 

Like his brothers, Thomas went to work as a labourer 
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at an early age. He was a good worker and had more of 
an Irish wit and humour than his brothers. When he was 
only 20, he received the highest wage paid to any man in 
the Ontario township of Scott, $16.00 per month plus 
board, washing and mending! 

Estelle and Thomas. 

When Thomas arrived in Manitoba, he first worked on 
the railroad during the winter of 1881-1882. He let a 
contract to a brother to cut a set of logs for a house, and 
on April 17, 1882, he had a bee to have the house built. 
The house was 18 by 22 feet. It was far too large! It 
should have been 8 by 10 feet. The next winter was very 
cold and it was impossible to keep the house warm with 
only one cookstove. He had eight pair of double wool 
blankets on his bed and slept with a toque on his head. 

Three years after coming west, Tom married Estelle 
Morden, the daughter of Philip and Jane Morden. 
Money was scarce, and a marriage license cost $7.50, so 
Thomas and his brother-in-law worked on the roads to 
earn enough money for the licenses and they had a double 
wedding. When Thomas and Estelle set up farming, they 
had two oxen, three young cattle, and a cow. 

In 1885, times were bad, crops were frozen, and what 
was saved had to be drawn to Manitou to be sold. When 
the railway sent a branch line to Glenora, the settlers were 
able to go more heavily into grain growing and began to 
make money. Thomas prospered and soon replaced his 
log house with a two-storey frame building. He and his 
wife were the first in the district to own an organ, a piano 
and an auto, and all were paid for before they were taken 
home! 

Thomas became involved in real estate, was an ex
cellent auctioneer, and a splendid chairman. He was 
always in demand to chair local meetings and concerts. 
Glenora School, opened in 1882, was built on land he 
donated. Thomas was a strong believer in the importance 
of the church in a community, and always gave his 
support to ensure that religious services were provided. 

Thomas and Estelle had eight children, but two died in 
early childhood. The other three sons and three daughters 
all grew up and married. 

Thomas and Estelle retired to Vancouver where they 



lived to celebrate 60 years of married life. Thomas died in 
1945, aged 85 years. 

. The children are: Mary (Mrs. Sullivan); Chris; Alvin; 
Beatrice (Mrs. Davidson); Clara (Mrs. Kelly); and 
George. 

CHRIS AND CHRISTINA LAWRENCE 
FAMILY 

Christopher 

Christopher Gibson (Chris) decided to go to Manitoba 
with his brothers, William, Thomas and John to take up 
homesteads. The brothers left home Sept. 20, 1881, 
bound for Toronto. After one night's stay in the city, 
their train left for Chicago, St. Paul, and Emerson. As 
their older brothers had, they walked from Emerson to 
the Glenora area. 

After the brothers had filed on their homesteads, they 
walked to the Carman district to obtain work on the 
Manitoba Southwest Railway. Thus they earned enough 
money to buy oxen. They had to be sure to return to their 
homesteads in order to do their settlement duties, because 
if they were absent for more than six months, the land 
could be given to another. 

During the hard year of 1885, Chris, who had taken a 
short course of teacher training in Manitou, sup
plemented his income by teaching in Wigton, the first 
person to teach there. When an opening for a teacher 
occurred in the Marringhurst School, he applied for the 
position because the school was much closer to his home. 
He was the third teacher there. 

In the summers of 1890 and 1891, Chris had good 
crops. Grain prices were good, 50¢ a bushel. In 1893 and 
1894, there was a serious commercial depression and 
prices dropped. With the bountiful yield of grain in 1895, 
prosperity returned and Chris was able to build a small 
frame house. In this year he purchased a heavily wooded 
quarter section, NW 2-4-13, which had been owned by his 
brother, Noble. 

In 1898, Chris rented his land and accompanied his 
younger brother, John, as far as Vancouver where they 
parted and John continued on to the Klondike. 

Chris worked at odd jobs in the Vancouver area for a 

winter, then he, George and another man bought a large 
ranch at Cochrane, Alta., and stocked it with a trainload 
of cattle from Killarney. Chris had just finished 
unloading them when a blizzard hit. Between the storm 
and the cattle rustlers, they lost 257 head of unbranded 
stock. Chris ran the ranch for three years and finally, in 
1901, the three owners were able to sell it for their 
original investment. Chris opened a real estate business in 
Holmfield and Killarney, at the same time managing his 
agricultural interests in Glenora. 

In 1905, Chris married Christina Fraser McRae of 
Rocanville, Sask. He built a new two-storey frame house 
on the "home farm" at Glenora, and, in the same year, 
he opened a real estate business in Winnipeg in part
nership with his brother, Tom. 

Chris and Christina became parents of two children; a 
son, Edwin, and a daughter, Ethel (Mrs. Drummond). 

In the years 1919 to 1922, Chris served as a trustee on 
the Glenora School Board. In 1922, the family moved to 
Killarney so that their children could attend high school 
and live at home. However Chris retained his land in the 
Glenora district for some years. 

Chris died June 7, 1934. 

JOHN LAWRENCE 

John 

John, the youngest member of this remarkable family, 
came to Manitoba with his brothers, William, Thomas 
and Chris in 1881. His first winter there he worked on the 
railroad in the Carman and Rat River areas until he had 
earned sufficient money for his supplies. Then he 
returned to the Rock Lake area to homestead NE 26-3-
13. John's homestead possessed a spring and small creek 
with some timber along it. He built his house on the south 
side of the bush for shelter. 

Although he was a bachelor, he was known for his 
hospitality. Any caller who came by at dinner time was 
invited to stay for dinner. John lived on his homestead 17 
years, then he decided, in 1898, to follow the lure of 
Klondike gold. 

All these years George had kept a watch over John as 
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he had promised his mother, and now he tried to dissuade 
John from leaving. But John was adamant and asked 
George to take over his farm. George did so and rented it 
to William. 

Chris accompanied John as far as Vancouver where 
John took the boat along the coast and then travelled 
inland to Dawson in the Yukon. He lived for many years 
in a small shack three miles from Dawson, always hoping 
that his claim would prove successful. John refused all 
entreaties by George to return home. 

He spent his last years in comfort in a nursing home in 
Vancouver where he was often visited by his many 
relatives li;ing there. He died in 1960, aged 95 years. 

ALBERT AND AZAIL 
LEBEAU FAMILY 

Albert and Azail. 

One day in 1911 a young blacksmith's apprentice from 
Valcourt, P .Q., s~w a sign in the railway station which 
said "Go West Young Man and Harvest; $2.00 a day 
plus' room and board." To the young man who w~s 
working for up to 12 hours a day at $4.00 a week thIs 
sounded too good to be true. 

Albert Henry Lebeau (1888-1975) came to Winnipeg by 
C.N. and on to Mariapolis by horse and buggy. He 
secured employment at the Raoul Lussier farm for the 
Manitoba harvest. Within two years he operated his own 
steam threshing outfit, until his marriage to Raoul's 
daughter Azail on June 25, 1917. ... 

Albert and Azail moved to the MUnIcIpalIty of Argyle 
in 1918, renting the Phil Nique farm, 33-4-12, where son 
Bertrand was born the same year. From 1920-1928, they 
rented the Andrew Young farm where Grace, Albin, 
Lauren and Gilberte were born. In 1928, they moved to N 
1-4-13, which they purchased from the Hector Ballantine 
estate in 1927. Roger, Reynald and Armel were born 
here. This remained their abode until Albert's death in 
1975. Azail passed away Dec. 12, 1980, at the Notre 
Dame Foyer at the age of 93. .. 

Bert Albin and Roger took up farmmg m the R.M. of 
Argyle'in farms adjacent to Albert's home. 
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Grace (Mrs. Art Catteeuw) also remains in Argyle in 
the town of Baldur. 

Back Row: Lauren, Emmanuel. Front Row: Lionel, 
Elaine, Gerald. 

Lauren attended Zephyr school. She married Em
manuel Marq and they had three children, Gerald, Lionel 
and Elaine. 

Back Row: Garth and Jill. Front Row: Brian, 
Joanne and Keith. 

Gilberte (Jill) and husband Garth Combs live at 
Gibsons, B.C., where Jill is an elementary school teacher. 
They have a daughter Joanne (Mrs. Murray Sheppard) 
and sons, Keith and Brian. 

Reynald (Rey), present owner of N 1-4-13 and wife 
Celine (Marginet) reside near Brandon in the village of 
Chater. Rey has been a salesman or teacher throughout 
his adult life. He is currently an instructor at Assiniboine 
Community College in Brandon. Rey has four daughters, 
Constance, (Connie), Delores, Anita and Michelle. 

Armel, the youngest, passed away October, 1979. 
The Lebeau family took their elementary grades at 

Zephyr School. Lauren, Jill and Rey took classes at St. 
Marie in Bruxelles where the girls graduated. Rey and 
Roger went on to Baldur High School where Roger 
graduated from Gr. XI and Rey from Gr. XII. 

BERTRAND AND HILDA LEBEAU 

Bertrand Lebeau married Hilda Rondeau of St. Leon 
on July 29, 1950. 

Bertrand attended Zephyr School from Grades I to IX 
and Mariapolis for Grade X. Hilda is the first of five 
children born to Herve and Rachel (Jessier) Rondeau of 



St. Leon. She attended school at St. Leon and one year in 
Midland, S.D. She took hairdressing from Mrs. Ronwray 
of Somerset and worked there, at Ninette and Dunrea. 

Bertrand and Hilda lived with his parents until Oc
tober, when their house was ready. The house, built in 
1939, was moved from the Colin McNee farm, NW 2-4-
13, the former John Conrad farm which had been 
purchased by Bertrand's father, Albert Lebeau, in 1939. 

Bertrand and Hilda have no children. 
Life for the Lebeaus has been relatively uneventful 

with the usual ups and downs of farm life. (See Albert 
Lebeau). 

ALBIN AND ADRIENNE 
LEBEAU FAMILY 

Back Row, Left to Right: Guy, Donald, Janet, Leonard. Second Row: 
Lucille, Gisele, Diane. Seated: Albin, his mother Azail, Adrienne. 

Albin Joseph Cyril Lebeau, son of Albert and Azail 
Lebeau, was born on July 7, 1923, on the farm owned by 
Morris DeRuyck. He went to Zephyr School, his first 
teacher being Miss Edna Johanson of Pilot Mound, and 
his last one Miss Evelyne Hainstock of Glenora. 

Albin worked all his life on the farm. He rented his 
first quarter 12-4-13 from his dad in 1951, and started 
that same year to build a house. Then he had a barn 
moved in, and bought a few other buildings from the 
Colin McNee farm. 

In June, 1952, Albin married Adrienne Talbot, 
daughter of Napoleon and Clarisse Talbot of Altamont. 
They lived with Albert and Azail until October, when 
they had the main floor finished and moved in. 

Albin and Adrienne had one quarter section until 1958, 
when they bought a half section from Albert, 12-4-13, 
and 6-4-12, the former farm of Andy Gibson, and later 
owned by his sister, Mrs. Little. 

In 1963, they bulldozed and cleared about 30 acres on 
6-4-12. 

Their first car was a 1929, Chevrolet Coupe, bought in 
1954, for the sum of $100. 

In 1961, the very dry year, the crop was so light they 
cut it with a binder and threshed it, instead of combining, 
the last threshing that they ever did. In 1965, the very wet 
fall, their barley stayed on the field all winter. They tried 
to combine it the following spring, but it was impossible. 

Twice, they put additions on the barn, first in 1958, by 

carpenter Ernie Delorme, and the second time in 1963, 
with Syd Cuthbert. Syd did a lot of carpentry for them. 
He had a very pleasant personality, and the children liked 
him. 

In 1971, they added on to the house and remodeled it. 
Gerard Talbot was the carpenter. Since it was a new place 
there was always something to be built. 

Albin and Adrienne had seven children, who all went 
to Mariapolis Elementary School and Somerset High 
School. 

Lucille was born in 1953. She married Murray Rozzell 
of Winnipeg in 1976. They reside in Port Moody, B.C. 
They have one son, born in 1981. 

Guy was born in 1954. 
Diane was born in 1957. She married Ben Van

Cauwenberghe of Swan Lake in 1979. 
Donald was born in 1958. In 1979, he married Bonnie 

Andrews of Cartwright, where they reside. They have one 
son, born in 1980. 

Gisele was born in 1960. In 1979, she married David 
Jowett of Winnipeg. They reside in Brandon. They have 
one son, who was born in 1979. 

Leonard was born in 1963. 
Janet was born in 1964. 

ROGER AND ANGELE LEBEAU FAMILY 

Standing: Desmond, Norman and Mark. Seated: Glenda, Angele, 
Roger and Leona. 

Roger was born in 1928 on SW 1-4-13, the farm home 
of his parent, A.H. Lebeau (now deceased). He attended 
Zephyr School from grades I to VIII, then went to 
Bruxelles for one year and took his high schooling in 
Baldur until he graduated. He taught one year at 
Hesselwood School at Deleau, Man. He then returned 
home to help on the farm. 

On Oct. 4, 1952, Roger married Angele Baete in St. 
John Berchman's Church in Holland, Man. 

They moved in 1953, to their present home on E 11-4-
13. The buildings were in poor condition but over the 
years they have all been replaced, a task that required 
considerable work and planning. The carpenter work was 
done by Sid Cuthbert and James Porter (both now 
deceased). 

Roger and Angele had a family of five children, Leona 
born in 1953; Glenda in 1955; Mark in 1957; Desmond in 
1959; Norman in 1966. They took all their elementary 
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school in Glenora then went to high school in Pilot 
Mound, except for Norman. He took his kindergarten in 
Glenora then went to Pilot Mound where he is now in 
grade IX. Leona, Glenda, Mark and Desmond all took 4-
H in Glenora clubs and Norman is now in the Baldur 
Beef Club. 

Leona married Ronald Legary of Pilot Mound in 1972. 
They have two children, Randy and Debbie. They lived in 
Winnipeg for one and one-half years, then moved to 
Surrey, B.C. where Ronald is in the insurance business. 

Glenda married Roger Granger of La Broquerie in 
1974. They have one daughter, Nicole. They lived in 
Winnipeg but now own and operate St. Leon Motor Inn. 

Mark and Desmond own and operate Circle Feedlot 
Cleaners and work in the surrounding area. They are 
presently living at home. 

Norman is at home, also, and he is a big help on the 
farm. 

In 1960, NE 36-3-13 was bought from the Lindsay 
estate. This quarter was all bush except for 18 acres, but 
is now all broken. Most of the bulldozing and breaking 
was done by Albert Bate<man. This mixed farming 
operation also has a livestock enterprise which consists of 
a Simmental crossed herd of 115 cows and calves. They 
have three horses which are broken for chores if needed. 

Roger was on the Glenora School Board for several 
years and also on the hall committee. He was a director 
of Glenora Pool Elevator until it closed. He is now 
director of Louise Credit Union for the Mariapolis 
Branch and president of the board for 1981 to 1982. 

Angele was a 4-H leader for Glenora club for eight 
years and, since 1974, a member of the Glenora Booster 
Club. 

THE WILLIAM LEE·SHOLDICE FARM 
WILLIAM AND SARAH LEE FAMILY 

ARCHIE AND SELINA SHOLDICE 
FAMILY 

William Lee homesteaded SW 36-6-13 in 1880. He 
came from Palmerston, Ont. Hard luck along the way 
hampered them, rain and muskeg with which to contend. 
William had one ox, a few supplies and badly needed 
tools. 

William made his claim, and J.N. Lee, a cousin, made 
his claim two miles away. They helped each other clear a 
bit of land and built the first shack on William's claim, a 
three-cornered affair. He spoke of it as his Three by 
Knot. It was made out of logs and willows, with a mud 
floor and a sod roof, through which they could see the 
stars on a clear night. J.N. stayed with him the first 
winter 1880-1881, walking south each day to his claim, so 
that no other squatter could take over. His claim was 
later known to be in the Lome Municipality. 

Sarah Jane Kinsley came out to Manitoba a few years 
later, to a sister. On Nov. 7, 1888, she married William 
Lee. They were blessed with twins, a boy and a girl. A 
year and a half later, William Arron died, then Harriett 
Ann died at three years. Margaret Mildred was born in 
November, 1894. Then another pair of twins came along, 
Minerva and Melissa, on Jan. 3, 1900. These children 
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were all born in the log house that William had built for 
his bride in 1888. 

Later, a large frame house was built, a four-bedroom, 
dining room with a pantry off it, parlor, a lean-to kit
chen, which was later replaced by an addition of a large 
kitchen with an upstairs. The house was finished inside 
with lath and plaster. It was in this house that their 
youngest child, Selina was born in August, 1905. 

The harvest, at first, was done with sickle and flail. 
This method was replaced by the old-time binder, 
stooking and stacking of sheaves; then steam outfits, 
with 20 or more men for whom the women cooked. 

William walked to Portage la Prairie more than once, 
as did many other homesteaders. They would strap the 
flour and most-needed supplies to their backs and walk 
home. He also walked to Carman in July, 1891, to get his 
deed for the homestead. Then in March, 1892, he made 
this same trip for the deed of the SE 36-6-13, and was 
snow blinded on the trip home. A good kind family along 
the way took him in, gave him food and treated his eyes 
with soaked tea leaves. This helped so much, he was able 
to continue on his way home. But, on reaching home, he 
found a mistake in the deed, so still another walk to 
Carman had to be made. 

William and Sarah's children attended Cypress Valley 
School and Sunday School held in the school, in the 
summer. They especially enjoyed the annual Sunday 
School picnics, held at Mr. and Mrs. McMillon's farm, 
with baseball games, races and a tug-of-war. 

The family grew up and Mildred took a sewing course 
at Treherne. Then, after WWI, she married Ruston 
Knight in May, 1920. Russ served in the war, was 
wounded, but returned home safely. Russ and Mildred 
lived in Cypress River for a time, then went west, coming 
back to Winnipeg where Russ died suddenly. Their oldest 
son gave his life in World War II. They also had twins, a 
boy, Billy, and a girl, Bea. Billy died when a baby. Their 
youngest daughter lives in U.S.A. Bea and Mildred live in 
Winnipeg. 

Melissa took her normal training in Brandon, after 
finishing high school in Cypress River. She then taught 
school at Centerville for two years, 1918-1920; then at 
Cypress Valley, 1920-1922; and at Oliver, 1922-1924. In 
November, 1924, she married Bruce Sutherland. Bruce 
had also attended Cypress Valley School and had served 
in WWI. They also were blessed with twins, Murray and 
Margaret. Melissa and Bruce are now enjoying living in 
the Cypress River Lodge. 

Minerva left home to first work for Jonas Anderson in 
his store in Cypress River. She then worked at Portage la 
Prairie, then turned to hairdressing. She never married 
and is now retired and living in Winnipeg. 

Selina stayed home after her Cypress Valley School 
years to help on the farm. She was the 'tomboy' of the 
family, always had a great love for the farm animals, 
liked to ride horseback and drive horses. She enjoyed 
helping with the outside chores. Her mother was very 
patient in teaching her to clean and bake and churn. 
Selina learned to sew by hand when going to school. 
When they had the Girls' and Boys' Club Fairs, the 
children showed their handicrafts and also looked after 
their own calves to exhibit. On April 12, 1929, Selina 



married Archie Sholdice. They were the second 
generation taking over the Lee homestead and fa~m. 
William and Sarah moved to town shortly after Selma 
and Archie were married, but still loved to go to the 
farm, especially to help at harvest time. . . 

William and Sarah celebrated theIr 50th weddmg 
anniversary in 1938. Archie and Selina first rented the 
farm from William, then they bought it in the fall of 
1940. William died on Christmas Day, 1945. Sarah 
passed away March, 1963. Both were the most wonderful 
people, real pioneers. 

In 1945, Archie and Selina bought NW 36-6-13 and 
built a new house on this quarter. 

Archie and Selina have three children and they all 
attended Cypress Valley School before consolidation. 
Helen Lee married Leslie Taggart in 1962, and they farm 
near Cypress River. John William married Gaby Aubry 
in 1961, they have five children and farm near Cypress 
River. Archie Wayne married Janet Hopkins in 1971, 
they have three children. Wayne, Janet and family, the 
third generation, have taken over the Lee-Sholdice farm. 
Archie and Selina celebrated their 50th wedding an
niversary in April, 1979, by moving into a new home in 
Cypress River. Archie still enjoys helping at the farm. 
"You can take the boy away from the farm, but never the 
farm out of the boy. " 

ONE OF SOUTHERN MANITOBA'S 
FIRST CHINESE MERCHANTS 

LEE FOON AND YEE SEE FAMILY 

Mr. Lee Foon with Lillian on knee, Mrs. Lee Foon with Ken (Kwong). 

Mr. Lee arrived by boat from China in 1893. This was 
to be an exciting adventure to a young teenager who had 
visions of mountains of gold in this rich new land. 
Several years were spent working in Campbell River, 
Nanaimo, and other areas on Vancouver Island. He 
returned to China, where he married See Yee about 1914. 

In 1916, he left his wife and new son, Kenneth Kwong 
in China while he set about establishing himself in 

Canada. This time he wended his way across the prairies 
and settled in Baldur, Man. He opened an ice-cream 
parlour in a small building on one of the side streets. It 
must have been successful, for he was able to have his 
brother bring his wife and son over in 1919. In 1924, he 
built his own new store, which still stands on the center of 
Baldur's Main Street. After many years of hard work and 
raising nine children, Mr. and Mrs. Lee retired to 
Vancouver in 1959 where Mr. Lee lived until July 15, 
1961, and Mrs. Lee until July 10, 1976. 

Kenneth Kwong was educated in China and Baldur 
High School. He served as a wireless operator in the 
R.C.A.F. during WWII. While stationed at Pat Bay he 
had the good fortune of meeting and marrying Susan 
Lowe of Victoria, who blessed him with two fine 
children. On his return to civilian life, Ken settled in 
Vancouver and operated a grocery store, then put his 
electronics knowledge to use and opened an electronics 
shop. Today he is semi-retired and working as a real 
estate salesman for a Las Vegas Company. 

The rest of the children were all born in Baldur and 
attended the Baldur United Church and Baldur Public 
School, as did Ken. Lillian, the first born in Baldur, 
graduated from the Grace Hospital School of Nursing 
after being the first Chinese student to be admitted. 
Lillian spent a year at the Ninette Sanatorium, then left 
for the University of British Columbia, where she 
graduated as a Public Health Nurse. She married 
Alexander McLaren, now deceased. Living in Richmond, 
B.C. she is at present employed as liaison community 
health nurse with the Richmond Health Department. 

Elin embarked on a teaching career and became 
Manitoba's first Chinese school teacher. She attended 
Winnipeg Normal School, United College, and the 
University of Manitoba, graduating with degrees in Arts, 
tlducation, Counselling and Guidance. While on loan to 
the Department of National Defense stationed in France, 
she met and married F /0 Robert Jolly. They are blessed 
with one daughter. Elin is now retired after 36 years 
teaching. She feels her success was due to the influence of 
one very special teacher, Miss Mildred Bateman, whom 
she thought of so often when difficulties arose. 

Back Row: Jean and Oscar. Front Row: David and Paul. 

Oscar left home before entering high school and 
eventually served with the Canadian Army in WWII. 
Returning, he joined Ken in Vancouver in the grocery 
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business, but soon left for Prince Rupert. In 1961, he 
returned to Baldur, where he and his wife, Jean from 
Kuala Lumpur, presently operate the original family 
business. They are blessed with two sons. Paul and 
David. 

Frank, after completing high school, spent time 
looking after the family business and serving with the 
Canadian Army in WWII. Returning, he attended the 
University of Manitoba, where he received his degree in 
Electrical Engineering. He worked in Pine Falls and then 
joined B.C. Hydro, with whom he is still employed as an 
electrical engineer. He and his wife, the former Corinne 
Barber of Hartney, enjoy life with their four children in 
Vancouver. 

Annie entered the School of Commerce at the 
University of Manitoba. Here she met and married Bing 
Marr, now a successful architect in Vancouver. Annie is 
owner and manager of Foamcrete Industries. They have 
five children and live in Vancouver. 

Fawnie entered United College on a scholarship. She 
received her Arts degree and entered the Faculty of 
Education at the University of Manitoba. Here she met 
and married Larry Guenther of Winkler. They moved to 
Flin Flon where they taught. Several years and five 
children later, they travelled to Vernon, B.C., where they 
are still teaching. 

Tommy had completed his grade XII and Billy his 
grade XI when they suddenly found they had to leave 
school to look after the family business, as their father 
had become an invalid. Tommy, who was greatly in
terested in the community, its people, and sports, 
handled the business until he was fatally injured in a 
shooting accident in 1961. He had certainly endeared 
himself in the hearts of his many friends. Today he shares 
a plot with his father and mother in Forest Lawn 
Cemetery in Vancouver, which is tended ever so lovingly 
by his sister, Lillian and sister-in-law Susan. 

Billy left the business in Baldur to complete his 
education at United College. Upon graduating, he en
tered the University of Manitoba and University of 
British Columbia in the area of Administrative Studies. 
Billy and his wife, Clarice, of Vancouver, live in New 
Westminster, B.C. Today, Billy is an underwriter with 
Canada Life. 

STEPHEN AND LILY LESLIE FAMILY 

Steve, William, Lily, and Mina injront. 
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Stephen was born on March 19, 1862, in Listowel, 
Ont., where he met and later married Lily Jane Noble, 
who was born in 1858. Stephen and Lily came to Argyle 
Municipality in 1892, with two children, Mina, who was 
born on July 12, 1888, and William Noble, born April 15, 
1890. The family first settled at Glenora, where Harry 
was born in 1896. 

Later the Leslie family moved to 16-4-14 on one corner 
of which Rosehill School was built. Harry and Mina 
farmed with Stephen and Lily until Lily passed away on 
June 11, 1946, and Stephen died on Dec. 31, 1952. 

Harry 

Harry and Mina continued to farm until Mina's death 
on May 7, 1957. Harry bached on the farm until 1965, 
when he moved to Baldur and operated the Grey Goose 
Bus Depot on Elizabeth Avenue. 

Harry became so well known that the area felt they had 
lost a very colorful citizen when Harry died on Sept. 8, 
1980. 

William and Violet. 

William Noble married Violet Williams on Nov. 11, 
1925, and they also farmed on S. 16-4-14. William (Bill) 
and Violet were very organized farmers and Bill was a 
good stockman. His cattle were fat and his horses well
groomed. Bill was secretary-treasurer of Rosehill School 
for some years. Violet and Bill had one son, Ivan. Ivan 
and his wife Betty have three children, Brian, Gordon 
and Sherree. Violet and Bill retired to Baldur in 1960, 
where they lived until Bill's passing on Dec. 5, 1975. 
Violet still maintains her home on Second St. in Baldur. 



FELIX AND MELANIE LEVREAULT 

Felix and Melanie settled on a quarter section of land 
two miles east of Greenway. For 50 years, they farmed a 
half section of Murdoc's and had a piece of hay land, six 
miles south of Greenway, to provide enough hay for all 
their horses and cattle. They had a family of 10, three of 
whom, Louis, Alfred and Victor, the youngest, farmed in 
Argyle for years. After the family all left, they bought a 
little house in the town of Mariapolis where they lived 
until Felix died, April 11, 1953. Melanie died Jan. 28, 
1959. 

LOUIS AND GERMAINE LEVREAULT 
FAMILY 

GERMAIN AND ROSEN A LEVREAULT 
FAMILY 

Germain, Donald, Louis and Germaine. 

Louis Levreault was born in Mariapolis in 1908. 
Germaine Genereaux was born in Mariapolis in 1906. 
Both attended Mariapolis Church and Mariapolis 
School. It was in the Mariapolis Church that Louis and 
Germaine were married in 1928. After their marriage they 
moved to the former Alex Craik farm in the Argyle 
Municipality. Their first son, Germain, was born in 
Greenway, Aug. 8, 1930. The family moved to the Baldur 
district that same year, settling on the Guilbert farm, now 
owned by the Paddock brothers. Their second son, 
Donald, was born March 17, 1936. In 1942, the four of 
them moved to the present Roger Desrochers farm. In 
1944, Louis and his family began renting the Alf Welsh 
farm and moved onto the property. In 1951, they pur
chased a farm from Ed Bullion and moved to the 
property in 1952. 

Their eldest son, Germain, married Rosena Andries in 
October of 1952, and they took over renting the Alf 
Welsh farm. In January of 1955, Germain and Rosena's 
first son, Rick, was born at Baldur Hospital. 

In 1956, Germain, Rosena and Rick moved to the 
present home farm, SW 4-5-14, after the sudden death of 
Louis and Germaine in December of 1956. 

In July of 1958, their second son, Louis Jr., was born 
and then in July of 1961, their daughter Dianne was 
born. 

Louis, Dianne, Rosena, Germain, Rick and Shirley. 

Both Rick and Louis attended Welsh School before it 
was closed. They completed their education at Baldur 
School. Dianne took all her education at Baldur. 

Germain and Rosena continued renting the Alf Welsh 
farm until 1965, when they bought the property. In 1966, 
they purchased another quarter section from Germain's 
brother Donald. In 1975 Germain and Rosena bought the 
Allie and Alice McTavish farm. 

Their oldest son, Rick, married Shirley Parsonage in 
September of 1976. Shirley is the daughter of Frank and 
Joyce Parsonage of Greenway. Rick and Shirley are 
presently residing on the former McTavish farm. Louis is 
presently farming with his father and Dianne is working 
in Winnipeg after completing creative communications at 
Red River Community College. 

The entire family has been involved in the Baldur 
Curling Club and Baldur Bowling Club. Germain was 
president of both clubs. He has served as a trustee and 
secretary for Welsh School and a director of the Baldur 
Pool Elevator. He is presently a councillor for the 
Municipality of Argyle and a member of the Baldur 
Hospital Board. 

ALEXANDER AND HENRIETTA 
LIVINGSTONE FAMILY 

Alexander was born in 1857, at Tara, Bruce County, 
Ont. He and his brothers John, William and Edward 
came to Argyle Municipality in 1883. 

In 1885, Alexander returned to Ontario, to marry 
Henrietta Rogers of Owen Sound, Ont. Henrietta was 
born on Oct. 1, 1867, at Bradford, Ont. 

In the spring of 1886, Alexander and Henrietta 
returned to Argyle Municipality and farmed on 36-4-14. 
Alexander also did dray work and hauled gravel for the 
building of Baldur School in 1905. 

Alexander and Henrietta had eight children, four of 
whom died at an early age. The ones who lived here were 
Pearl, Ina, Stanley and Audrey Leona. 

In 1910, the Livingstone family moved to Plunkett, 
Sask., where they farmed until they moved to Saskatoon 
in 1919. 

Alexander died on July 14, 1926, and his remains were 
brought back to Baldur Cemetery for burial. At this time 
Henrietta returned to Baldur where she lived until her 
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death, March 27, 1928. 
Pearl married Jack Snydal of Baldur. They had two 

daughters, Zelma and Zola. Pearl and Jack parted and 
Pearl married O.B. Culbertson. 

Ina married W.C. Carr from Carman. In later years 
she resided in the U.S.A. 

Stanley left Baldur at an early age to reside in British 
Columbia. 

Audrey Leona married Ernest Sexsmith (see Sexsmith 
history). 

DA VE AND MARIE LOCKERBY 
FAMILY 

David and Marie on their wedding day in 
1901. 

David William Lockerby was the eldest son of the late 
John C. Lockerby and Catherine Kilgour. Dave, as he 
was known, was born in 1868, in Ormstown, Que., where 
his father was a blacksmith. 

Following his schooling and business training, he came 
to Manitoba about 1890, and worked for his uncle 
Robert Kilgour in the Greenway district, and then to 
Darlingford to work for the Kilgours there. While at 
Darlingford, Dave became iII, and developed "galloping 
consumption". The local doctor took an interest in the 
case and gave Dave a home until he was well and strong 
enough to drive a horse and buggy, then spent the 
summer collecting the doctor's accounts. 

Following his recovery, Dave joined Kilgour Reimer 
Boot and Shoe Co. of Winnipeg where he was the 
bookkeeper for 18 years. 

In 1901, Dave married Marie Montgomery, youngest 
daughter of John and Jane Montgomery. 

Marie was born in 1875, at St. Mary's, Ont., moving 
with her family to Morden area. At the time of their 
marriage, she was a tailoress in Winnipeg. Dave and 
Marie had a family of five, namely, John Melvin Cecil, 
David Hersel, Gladys Marguerite, Violet Eileen, and 
Leonard Roy Linton. The family lived in Winnipeg until 
1912, when they moved to Baldur-Greenway area, having 
purchased W 16-5-l3 from A.W. Playfair. 
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Back Row: Melvin and Gladys. Front Row: Eileen, 
Leonard and Hersel. 

Dave and Marie were interested in community affairs 
and members of the Greenway United Church, where 
Dave served on various boards. He also served as 
secretary-treasurer of Greenway Agricultural Society. 

Marie was a member of the Greenway Ladies' Aid and 
took part in various functions, a regular contributor and 
exhibitor at the Greenway fair. Marie was a very 
hospitable and generous hostess to their relatives and 
many friends. 

In 1941, Dave and Marie moved to Winnipeg, where 
they gave a good home to many boarders. They both 
passed away in 1950. 

Melvin, eldest son, was born in Winnipeg in 1903, 
where he attended Mulvey School for two years. Coming 
to Baldur in 1912, with his family, he completed his 
schooling at W olseley and Baldur. Melvin left this area in 
1927, working in Saskatchewan and various pla.ces in 
Manitoba. In 1935, he moved to Carrot River where he 
operated a garage and International agency. That year, 
Melvin married Irene Cob be, born in 1906, second 
daughter of George and Annie Cobbe. Melvin and Irene 
had two children: a daughter Elizabeth Ann, born in 
1938, and a son Leonard George, born in 1942. Melvin 
and Irene continued living in Carrot River until Melvin 
joined the R.C.A.F. and remained in the service until 
1945. They spent the remainder of that year !n 
Saskatoon, Sask., moving to Vancouver in 1946. Melvin 
worked as a marine engineer from 1946 to 1949, then 
with B.C. transit as a mechanic until 1957, then as a 
construction millwright until 1972, when he retired. 
Melvin and family live on one of his two blueberry farms 
in Richmond, B.C. 

David Hersel was born in 1905. (See Hersel Lockerby 
History). 

Gladys Marguerite was born in Winnipeg in .1907, 
coming to Baldur in 1912. She took her schooling at 
W olseley and Baldur, then to Success Business College, 
Winnipeg. After working for a time, Gladys w~nt ~o 
Saskatoon and worked for the C.N.R. WhIle In 

Saskatoon, Gladys met Alister Campbell of Hartley, 



Ont. whom she married in 1936, then moved to St. 
Catherine's, where they were blessed with two children, 
Alister Keith, 1940, and Audrey Gladys, 1943. Al and 
Gladys have since moved to Toronto, where they enjoy 
retirement, by travelling and working in church and 
community groups. 

Violet Eileen was born in 1910, and obtained her 
education at W olseley and Baldur. She then attended 
Success Business College which trained her for comp
to meter work with British American Oil Co. in 
Saskatoon. In 1931, she transferred to Edmonton, and 
remained with the company until her marriage to Herbert 
George (Bert) Williams, who also worked for B.A. Oil. 
To this union were two children; David Montgomery 
(Monty), born in 1941, and Karen Marguerite, born in 
1945, (Mrs. Joe Maffer). Bert and Eileen died at an early 
age in 1969. 

Leonard Roy Linton was born in 1911, and took his 
schooling at Wolseley, later working on the family farm, 
as well as a year on a farm in Saskatchewan. Leonard met 
with a farm accident in 1931, which took his life. This 
was a great sadness in the community, as Leonard had a 
host of friends and relatives. 

HERSEL AND MARGUERITE LOCKERBY 
FAMILY 

Garth, Hersel, Barbara, Joyce, Marguerite and Lois. 

Hersel was born in Winnipeg. After completing one 
year at Mulvey School, he moved with his family to W 
16-5-13. He completed his schooling at Wolseley and 
Baldur. Hersel farmed and was interested in sports and 
community projects. In 1927, the Greenway rink was 
constructed and in it Hersel enjoyed both hockey and 
curling. He also played baseball with various groups. 
Hersel was a member of Greenway Agricultural Society, 
and exhibited horses and cattle at the yearly fair. 

Hersel, being a farmer was fond of livestock. "Horse 
Trading" was common among farmers and livery 
owners. Hersel did considerable travelling via freight 
trains or "riding the rods" as it was called. Many in
teresting stories he relayed of the trips to both east and 
western Canada. 

In 1939, Hersel married Marguerite Jean Strang. They 
farmed for one year on the Lockerby farm and in 1940, 
they moved to N 36-4-13 in the Greenway district, known 
as the Strang farm. Here they farmed for five years. 

In 1944, Hersel and Marguerite purchased W 17-5-13. 
This farm was first owned by George W. Cramer in 1905. 
In 1945, they bought the Jim Bell home in Baldur, where 
they moved in 1946. From there a farming and poultry 
operation was continued. 

In 1947, Marguerite joined the post office staff in 
Baldur as casual, and in 1960 as part-time. In 1977, she 
became a postmistress. 

Hersel continued farming until 1971, when he had his 
farm sale. Hersel enjoyed retirement. Hersel and 
Marguerite did considerable travelling and kept up with 
community interests. They were members of Greenway 
Uriited Church and later Baldur. Hersel passed away 
suddenly in 1975. Marguerite lives in her home and 
continues working in the post office. 

Hersel and Marguerite had a family of one son and 
three daughters: Linton Garth, Barbara Jean, Lois Marie 
and Marguerite Joyce, who took their elementary and 
high school in Baldur. 

Back Row: Don and Blake. Front Row: Barbara and Kelly. 

Barbara was born in 1942. She joined the staff of the 
Royal Bank in 1961, transferring to Wawanesa in 1963. 
Barbara married Don Withers, eldest son of Jack and 
Anna Withers of Cartwright. They farmed at Wawanesa 
until 1973, when they bought the Withers home farm at 
Cartwright, where they now reside. They have a son, 
Blake, born in 1964, and a daughter, Kelly Leigh born in 
1969. 

Sandra, Garth, Todd and Tannys. 

Garth was born in 1944. He grew up in Baldur. His 
love for horses was noticeable at an early age. He spent 
hours on the stock yard fence, while the horse buyers 
were loading their horses into box cars, to be sent to the 
bush for winter logging. Garth spent weekends and 
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holidays with his aunt and uncle, Doris and Jack Stone, 
who gave him a great training and farming education. 
Garth was employed by Anglo Oil in 1963, later Gulf, 
working in Winnipeg and Morris. In 1967, Garth married 
Sandra Lynn Todd, elder daughter of Stan and Bunny 
Todd. They bought W 17-5-13 from his parents in 1974, 
which is now farmed by Ron Mitchell. After working 
with a tire firm in Brandon, Garth and Sandra bought 
into Neepawa Tire in 1979, moving to their home there in 
1980. Their family are Tannys Lynn who was born in 
1970; and Todd Lynton who was born in 1973. 

Kevin, Wayne, Lois and Kent. 

Lois was born in 1945. She joined the Royal Bank staff 
in Glenboro in 1963, transferring to Wawanesa. In 1964, 
Lois married Wayne Goodhew, only son of Mrs. Iris 
Goodhew of Brandon, formerly of Cartwright, and the 
late Kenneth Goodhew. Lois has remained with the 
Royal Bank and at present is savings supervisor. Wayne 
is sales manager for Steele Bros., just transferred by the 
firm to Calgary, where they will make their home. They 
have tWO sons; Kevin born in 1965 and Kent born in 1970. 

Joyce, Jennifer, Delbert holding Patricia. 

Joyce was born in 1950. She enjoyed music and figure 
skating. She attended Wheat City Business College in 
1968, then join~d the staff of Wawanesa Mutual where 
she worked untIl 1973. Joyce married Delbert McDougal 
in 1971. Delbert is the oldest son of Mrs. Donna Mc
Dougal of Carrol, and the late Stewart McDougal. Joyce 
and Delbert farm in the Burbank district south of 
Nesbitt. They have two daughters; Jennifer Joyce born 
1974; and Patricia (Patti) Jean, born in 1976. 
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JAMES AND RUTH LOCKHART F AMIL Y 

Back Row: Jim Jr., Bill. Middle Row: Melba, Tom, Pat. Seated: Ruth 
and Jim. 

Ruth Johanna Bannerman and James (Jim) Thompson 
Lockhart were married on Oct. 28, 1947, in Winnipeg. 
They worked for Charles Malyon for a year, until they 
were ready to farm. On May 8, 1948, they moved to 
Hilton, where they farmed for over 30 years. Jim and 
Ruth had six children. They bought Veiga and Gusti 
Johnson's house and moved to Baldur in 1981. 

James Alexander was born on Jan. 26, 1948. He 
married Sharon Goetze. They have two children and live 
at Nesbitt. 

William (Bill) Allen was born on July 15, 1949. He 
married Arlene Jones. They have two children; Shawn 
and Bobbi. 

Patricia Diane was born on Oct. 6, 1952. She married 
Wayne Bjarnason. Pat is matron of the Personal Care 
Home at Glenboro. They live in Glenboro. 

Melba Loreen was born on May 28, 1954. She married 
Roger Elliott. They own Elliott's Flower Shop and 
Greenhouse at Glenboro. They have three children. 

Melvin John was born on Feb. 23, 1962. He died April 
12, 1976. 

Thomas Andrew was born on Aug. 9, 1966. He is 
attending school at Glenboro. 

BILL AND ARLENE 
LOCKHART FAMILY 

Bill is the son of Ruth and Jim Lockhart. Bill was 
raised on the farm at Hilton. He went to school at Hilton 
and Wawanesa. 

Arlene lived at Ninette, the daughter of Alice and the 
late Linal Jones. Arlene is a Licensed Practical Nurse. 

They were married at Wawanesa United Church in 
1969. Bill worked for Richard and Carol Clark at 
Treesbank. Bill and Arlene lived at Ninette. He bought 
some bees of his own. He worked at Clark's, and looked 
after his own hives, as he was setting himself up. Soon, 
looking after his own hives became a full time job. 

In 1973, Bill moved his business to Baldur. They call it 



Shawn, Arlene, Bill, and Babbi. 

Rock Lake Apiaries. In 1975, Arlene and the children 
moved to Baldur. In 1981, they had 735 hives. 

They have two children; Shawn Allan, who was born 
on June 17, 1969; and Roberta Lee, who was born on 
April 20, 1973. 

THOSE WERE THE YEARS 
WILLIAM AND PHYLLIS LOCKHART 

FAMILY 

\ 
l 

\ 
William and Phyllis. 

The following article is based on the private papers and 
the autobiography of William S. Lockhart. Bill wrote his 
memoirs during the early years of his retirement and 
titled the work, "Those Were The Years" . 

William Stanley Lockhart was born in 1896, in a log 
cabin on the original family farm on the third line of 
Wallace in Listowel, Ont. His paternal grandparents were 
English and Irish. His maternal grandmother was of 
Scottish nobility, a well educated, independent lady who 
fell in love with a commoner named William Dewar. She 
was disowned by the family when she eloped to Canada 
with him. 

In 1905, his immediate family included his mother, 
Grace Ann Dewar Lockhart, his father John Bell 
Lockhart, and a younger brother, Frank. 

At this time the family moved to Selkirk, Man., the 
first step on their way to Saskatchewan to farm. The 
family remained in Selkirk due to a series of accidents 
and illnesses and the untimely death of John Bell 
Lockhart. 

WWI broke out when Bill was in high school. His 
many efforts to join the forces were to no avail. As a 
youth he had suffered a foot injury requiring radical 
surgery and spent two and a half years on crutches. 
Consequently he decided to finish his education and 
become a teacher. Upon completion of high school, he 
attended normal school in Winnipeg and became a 
certified teacher. 

In 1918, William Lockhart was hired by School In
spector E.E. Best as principal of a two-room school at 
Argyle, Man. The Consolidated School District of Argyle 
was made up of two warring districts called Brant and 
Argyle. They had been merged, much against their wills. 
Into this hostile situation came the young principal. It 
took a great deal of coercion and some physical force to 
persuade the students and their parents that there would 
be peace and civility in the school. With the support and 
hard work of the staff, the next four years were a success. 

In 1920, he moved to Woodnorth, a small town south 
of Virden and was principal there for the next six years. 
This pleasant period of his life passed quickly. Teaching 
took most of his time. He spent the summer holidays in 
Winnipeg, attending the University of Manitoba Summer 
School, taking subjects required to earn his Bachelor of 
Arts Degree. 

House party dances and socials were the entertainment 
of the day. At one such event he met a young lady school 
teacher, who eventually became his wife. He married 
Phyllis Garside Holt on June 27, 1925, in the United 
Church of Woodnorth. 

Phyllis was the daughter of James and Florence Holt, 
who came to Canada in 1906, from Glossip, England. 
Her sister Marjorie was born after they settled down to 
farm in the W oodnorth area. 

Bill joined the Brandon School System in 1926, and 
during the next 12 years, he became the principal of three 
schools, King George, Central and Earl Haig. During his 
early years in Brandon, he completed his educational 
requirements and· earned his Bachelor of Arts Degree. 
These were also the years for raising a family. Three 
children were born into this family; two girls, Ileen and 
Shirlee and a boy, Keith. 

On Aug. 15, 1938, W.S. Lockhart was appointed 
Inspector of Schools for the Tiger Hills District. 

Bill and Phyllis moved the family to Baldur in 1939. 
Eventually they bought a place of their own; the house 
Tom Johnson built. They lived in that house for 32 years. 

They were members of the United Church of Baldur. It 
and the hospital were two organizations that were im
portant in their lives in Baldur. Phyllis was especially 
fond of the W A of her church. Bill was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge of Glenboro. He enjoyed the game of 
curling, especially when his friend Sid Stanford was on 
his team. 

As Inspector of this area, the Rural Municipalities of 
Lome, Argyle, Strathcona, Riverside, South Cypress and 
Victoria were included. The people within this division 
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spoke French, Belgian, Icelandic and English. The 
language and cultural differences among 150 teachers 
and 100 school boards were enormous. 

During these years, he investigated untold numbers of 
complaints and made many decisions. Most of the 
complaints that he had to deal with were of a personal 
nature and not to be repeated; however the following is 
one brief anecdote told in his own words. 

"As I write this note my memory goes back to the day I 
was passing this small school and noted there were 10 to 
12 children playing in the yard. Somehow or other there 
had been a sudden rise in the enrollment, so I decided to 
drop in and see the teacher. At the time of my official 
visit, there had been only six students enrolled. This was 
not enrollment enough for the school grant. When I 
asked the teacher where she had found all the extra 
students, she replied, "Oh, it was really very simple. Two 
men had traded wives. The one man had a large family 
and the other had a small family, but it was agreed that if 
they made the trade, they would just split the families 
down the middle and each take half." The result was that 
she had inherited five new students because one man lived 
within the school district, while the other lived in the 
Portage District. Now she had the enrollment quite 
sufficient to qualify for the school grant. The men and 
their new wives all appeared to be quite happy and the 
school board was quite happy because it could now keep 
the school open. The teacher was happy that she could 
earn her salary and retain her job. So I thanked her for 
the information and drove home quite happy that 
everyone was pleased and happy. " 

Bill was a teacher for 21 years and a school inspector 
for 25 years. It is evident in his autobiography that he 
admired the hard working classroom teacher and had 
great empathy for their position. Bill passed away in 
1978. 

Phyllis lives in the personal care home, East View 
Lodge, in Neepawa. 

The eldest daughter, Ileen, married Melvin Keown. 
They had a daughter, Sharon and a son, Bill. Ileen was 
widowed and is now married to Robert Brydon. He 
operates the elevators in Hargrave and she teaches in the 
Virden School System. 

Keith, his wife Marion (nee McCloy of Glenboro), and 
their children, Mari Ann and Darwin live in Neepawa. He 
works for the Provincial Department of Health. 

Shirlee is married to Michael McCoy. They live in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Their children are Kelly and 
Julie. 

OSWALD AND JESSE 
LODGE FAMILY 

O.C.K. Lodge (Oswald), son of Dr. and Mrs. Llewelyn 
Lodge of St. Asaph N. Wales, came to Manitoba, 
Canada, in 1886, and homesteaded S 24-5-l3 three and 
one-half miles north of Greenway. His partner was Ted 
Badnall. At that time they had to walk to Brandon, or 
Pilot Mound, for supplies. Oswald worked for Ab. 
Cramer the first winter, learning to farm. Getting up at 
five o'clock every morning was the way each day began. 
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Oswald and Jessie 

In 1897, Oswald went back to England to spend 
Christmas with his sister Myfanwy Roberts. Here he met 
Jessie Rowland, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Rowland of Wrexham, N. Wales. They became engaged 
and were married in London, on March 7, 1898. The trip 
to Manitoba was their honeymoon, arriving in Winnipeg 
in April, and on to Oswald's farm, which they named 
"Oak Farm". The big log house had no partitions. It was 
quite a home coming. It was soon finished inside, with 
eight rooms. Nelson Ramage was the carpenter. 

Their neighbours: Smeatons, Mowats, Parsonages, 
Stones, Kilgours and Conibears were great. 

Cyn on left. Back Row: Dorothy and Lilian. Seated: Sylvia, Myfanwy 
(Tat), Helen and Blanche. 

The Lodge children were all born on Oak Farm, six 
girls and one boy. They all attended Greenway School, 
where they walked in the summer. They completed their 
schooling in Baldur. 

Lilian married Walter Parsonage on June 10, 1922. 
They had six children; Jessie, Frank, Harry, Jack, Walter 
and Minnie.(See Parsonage Family) 

Cynric married Eileen Cornock on March 19, 1940. 
They had seven children; Gwen, Blanche, Oswald, 
Myrtle, Linda, Cyn and Bob. 

Dorothy married Lome MacGillivray on Nov. 27, 
1926. They had three children: Dora, Muriel and Lorna. 
(See Lome MacGillvray) 

Sylvia married Luther Wallis on Feb. 13, 1926. They 
had five children: Tim, George, Roy, Eleanor and Sheila. 

Myfanwy married Dick Dearsley on Nov. 17, 1936. 



They had two children; Ted and Lome. (See Dick 
Dearsley) . 

Helen married Jack Dearsley on Nov. 9, 1937. They 
had three children; Alan, Joan and Jean. (See Jack 
Dearsley) 

Blanche married George Dearsley on July 20, 1936. 
They had two children; Donna and Lloyd. (See George 
Dearsley) 

The three youngest Lodge sisters married three 
Dearsley brothers, an oddity that made three happy 
couples. 

The Lodge family moved to Baldur in November, 
1920, where Oswald was Massey Harris agent. He died 
suddenly on April 6, 1927. 

His widow, Jessie, remained in Baldur, enjoying the 
Bridge Club and was a faithful member of St. Mark's 
Church and of the Women's Auxiliary. She and her 
daughter, Myfanwy, went to England for a visit in 1929. 
Jessie died on June 8,1946. 

At the time of this writing, there are 147 descendants 
on the family tree. 

CYN AND EILEEN LODGE FAMILY 

Back Row: Ozzie, Cyn, Blanche, Eileen, Gwen. Middle Row: Ken, 
Linda, Myrtle. Front: Bob. 

In the winter of 1940, Cynric Lodge, only son of 
Oswald and Jessie Lodge, married Eileen Cornock, 
oldest daughter of Clarence and Catherine Cornock. 

Cyn and Eileen lived in a very small house, which Cyn 
had owned as a bachelor. At this time, Cyn travelled 
stallions around to the farmers, as horses were the main 
power for pulling machinery. Soon tractors took over the 
horses, and Cyn did small jobs around town, hauling 
coal, lumber, ice and working in the elevator for George 
Holmes. 

During the summer of 1943, Cyn, Eileen and their 
girls, Gwendolyn and Blanche, lived on the farm where 
Pierre Wanlin now lives. Cyn rented this farm and grew 
oats for his cattle and horses. The farm was sold to Bert 
Campbell, and the Lodge family moved back to town. At 
this time they rented a quarter, known as the 'Landican 
Place'. 

In 1946, Cyn's mother, Jessie Lodge, died and left her 

house and lots to Cyn. Cyn sold the house and bought the 
quarter section where he now lives. By milking cows and 
raising cattle, the Lodge family gradually came forward. 
In 1947, Cyn had 15 acres bulldozed. He pulled the trees 
off, one at a time, saving them for firewood. It took most 
of the summer. In 1953, this new land produced a 
bumper crop of wheat, and Cyn bought his first tractor, a 
John Deere H. In 1954, he bought his first vehicle, a Ford 
truck, which replaced the horses and wagon the family 
had used for travel. 

During 1955, Cyn bought another quarter section, 
known as the Scott farm, from Jim Guilbert. With this 
extra land, he was able to grow more feed for his cattle. 
The childen all learned to milk cows by hand. They 
milked over 18 cows. In 1959, they built their first barn 
out of plywood. Chris and Murray Frederickson were 
their carpenters, and the whole family pitched in to help. 
Before this, they had log barns with straw roofs. With a 
better barn, the milk cows were increased, until they 
milked over 40 cows. 

In 1961, Cyn bought his third quarter of land from 
Roy Campbell. Cyn and Eileen still live on the farm, and 
he still works the land. They bought a house in Texas in 
1972, and Cyn goes down for part of each winter, 
bringing back fresh fruit to share with his family. 

Cyn and Eileen had seven children. 
Gwendolyn was born in October, 1940. In 1961, she 

was employed by the Royal Bank in Baldur where she 
worked until she married George Manning of Belmont, in 
1963. 

Blanche was born in May, 1942. In 1960, she started 
working in the telephone office in Baldur and transferred 
to Glenboro, as chief operator in 1963. She married Tom 
Carpenter in 1970 and they live in Glenboro. 

Oswald was born in July, 1943. He bought Duffer 
Gerolamy's farm, which was located next to his dad's. 
He farmed the land and lived at home, until he married 
Verna in 1978. 

Myrtle was born in October, 1946. She worked for the 
Manitoba Telephone System at Pilot Mound, until she 
married Clair Vanderburgh in 1967. 

Linda was born in October, 1948. She worked for the 
Manitoba Telephone System in Shoal Lake, and later 
transferred to Baldur, where she became chief. In 1969, 
she married John Chambers of Belmont. 

Cyn was born in October, 1950. He stayed at home and 
helped on the farm, until he married Dianne in 1977. Cyn 
and Dianne purchased the farm that they now live on, 
south of Glenboro. 

Robert was born in 1955. He worked for the Co-op in 
Cartwright, the Gulf Oil in Baldur, and in 1976, he went 
to Calgary. He is still at Calgary, has his own truck and 
hauls fuel for Freeway, in Alberta and British Columbia. 

ARTHUR AND RACHEL LOMBAERT 
FAMILY 

Arthur Lombaert came to Canada with his parents in 
1906, at 16 years of age. The family stayed in Quebec for 
one year, then came west to Mariapolis. The family 
acquired NE 35-4-12. Later they bought SE 35-4-12. 
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Arthur and Rachel. 

The parents returned to Schrooe, Belgium, the town 
they came from. Arthur married Rachel Rosier of St. 
Alphonse, in 1912, bought the farm from his parents, 
and raised their family Nestor and Angele. 

Arthur was always interested in good livestock, 
especially horses. He did raise a few good shorthorn 
cattle, but as the horse business increased, he quite 
rapidly dropped the cattle, and raised horses only. His 
first interest was a percheron stallion, which he kept for a 
few years. In 1921, he decided to start, in pure Belgian 
horses. His first Belgian stallion was "Napoleon" and he 
travelled through Swan Lake, Bruxelles, and St. 
Alphonse where this horse sired many fine farm work 
horses. Soon a couple of Belgian mares were purchased, 
one Acceptee de Boosebeke, grand champion female at 
Regina, winning a gold medal at the Spring Show in 1922. 
The other mare was Princess of Deloraine. 

In 1925, he bought "Milton". He won the grand 
championship with Milton for the best Belgian stallion in 
a class of nine, all of which had been champions before. 
He won the Junior champion with "Albert of B", a two
year old, and a first for a yearling filly. 

The following year he traded Milton to Mr. Oscar 
Nachtegaele of North Battleford for a horse called 
"Albert of Battleford" a nice dark chestnut horse that 
proved to be a good sire. Many good show horses and 
farm horses were sired by this horse. 

Always looking for improvement in breeding stock, he 
went to the United States and bought a two-year stallion 
"Balcan Farceur", who sired many champions, shown at 
the Toronto Royal, as well as other fairs. 

All through the years he had a string of horses on the 
show circuit, summer and winter, such as, Brandon, 
Regina, Saskatoon, Calgary and the Toronto Royal. 
Many of the stallions he raised were used in service for 
farmers to raise farm work horses. 

In 1938, he got acquainted with Arthur Liffman, a 
horse dealer in Europe. Through this dealer he imported 
many good horses from Belgium and some percherons 
from France. Among these importations was a young 
mare "Marcotte de Boussu" a fine specimen of the 
breed, and a winner wherever shown. 

Many of these imported horses went to Quebec, all 
throughout Canada and the U.S.A. 
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In 1940, the horse disease, sleeping sickness, was a 
disaster and farmers lost many valuable farm work 
horses, consequently many started buying tractors to do 
farm work and the horse business virtually came to a 
standstill. 

Arthur was in great demand as a horse judge, in many 
of the large shows, judging all breeds of heavy horses, 
Clydesdales, Percherons and Belgians. He was one of the 
few whose judgement was accepted by all different 
breeders. His son Nestor was equally capable as a judge 
and as a showman. Showing horses to advantage was a 

. skill in itself. 
Arthur served on town council for a number of years. 

His hobbies were fishing, horseshoes, and billiards. He 
was always available to lend a helping hand. 

Bertha and Nestor. 

Nestor married Bertha Van de Velde, and raised a 
family of three girls, Shirly, Mrs. Don Pantel; Carole, 
Mrs. Wayne Bower; and Beverly. Nestor took over the 
farm from his father in 1941, and Arthur retired to 
Mariapolis. However, both carried on raising horses with 
the few good ones that escaped the disease. Arthur built a 
small barn in town and continued for a number of years, 
until he no longer could care for them himself. 

Angele married Remi De Pape of Swan Lake. (See 
Remi De Pape). 

BEN AND HELEN LOEWEN FAMILY 

Robert, Helen, Ben, Pamela, and Ronald in front. 



Ben Loewen and Helen Neustaedter were married on 
Sept. 21, 1946. The Glenora people gave them a lovely 
shower. 

The first month, they lived south of Gleno~a with 
Ben's parents, John and Gertrude Loewen, as LucIen and 
Beatrice Major still lived on the Henry Olson farm, two 
miles west and south of Glenora, which Ben and Helen 
had rented. When the Majors moved to another farm, 
Ben and Helen moved to their first home, a fixed up old 
log house that would bring tears to your eyes. But it was 
nice to be by themselves. 

In the summer of 1947, Ben sold the horses and bought 
his first tractor. In the fall, Ben and Helen moved to the 
Fred Yake farm, 19-3-12, just over the hill south of 
Marringhurst School. The house was some better and it 
was cozy. The neighbours were wonderful and they all 
had many get-togethers. When Ben broke his leg, his dad, 
the neighbours, and relatives helped to put the crop in. 
Many good times were had with Lucien and Beatrice and 
many times they cleaned up on a three-quart freezer of 
homemade ice cream, as well as a full supper, in one 
evening. 

The hydro was put in in 1951, and it was a great help. It 
was hard to make a living on a quarter section of sandy 
soil, when the rains came too late in the growing season. 

Ben and Helen raised quite a few turkeys, until the 
prices went down and the turkeys were graded so poorly. 
They did enjoy the 'turkey killing' bees with the 
neighbours. What a mess it was, but fun too. 

Ben and Helen enjoyed the concerts, picnics, showers 
and Ladies' Aid activities around the school, which their 
children attended. 

On the look out for more land, they were able to 
purchase the Fred Melvin farm south of Clearwater, in 
1961. The good people of Marringhurst went over soon 
after they were settled, and gave them a super 
housewarming. Ben and Helen still live there. 

Ben and Helen had three children, which were three 
very special and happy events. 

Pamela Belinda was born on June 27, 1947. She 
married Peter Hamm and they have two children, Nathan 
and Brenda. 

Robert David was born on Dec. 6, 1951. He married 
Olive Mykula. 

Ronald Curtis was born on Aug. 29, 1959. He now 
works in Winnipeg. 

JOSEPH AND MINNIE LYONS 
FAMILY 

Joseph (Joe) Lyons was born at Uxbridge, Ont., on 
Feb. 8, 1873. He came west in 1891, and in 1892, came to 
Baldur. In 1898, he married Minnie Reid of Melita, Man. 

Joe was one of the best-known stockmen in Manitoba 
and carried on the business of butcher and meat mer
chant in Baldur for more than 30 years. 

Joe was an avid curler and enjoyed sports. He built a 
house in Baldur in 1912. (Salin Beaufoy's present home). 
As a citizen he was always willing to help in every 
community movement. He was a member of the Masons, 
LO.O.F., Loyal Orange Lodge and the Royal Black 

Preceptory. 
Joe and Minnie had four daughters: Mildred (Mrs. C. 

Cannell); Bertha (Mrs. F. Gallagher); Reta (Mrs. Joe 
Walsh); and Alice, (Mrs. Robert Love). 

Joe died on Dec. 28,1927. 

THE MABON FAMILY OF HUNTLEY 

The Huntley branch of the Mabon family had its 
Canadian beginning in the year 1831, with the birth of 
John Mabon. This was a disturbing time in the British 
Isles - time of the infamous Scottish clearances and 
transportation to colonies as a punishment for even 
minor crimes. Accordingly, a party of Scots and some 
Irish people, John and his mother, Elizabeth, included, 
arrived in Lower Canada, and subsequently settled on a 
wilderness tract of swampy land southwest of Montreal 
near the town of Ormstown. These people succeeded 
because they had to. There was no welfare; no time for 
play; only hard work. Many of the Huntley pioneers 
came from the people of this area. 

In due time, John grew up and married Jane Elliot; 
farmed and raised a family of his own. In July of 1880, at 
the age of 49, John responded to the advertisements of 
the Government of Canada promoting the new lands 
opened in the Manitoba and Northwest Territories and 
purchased NW 7-4-14 in what was to be the R.M. of 
Argyle. Since such purchases had to be registered and 
payments made for ranges 1 to 14 at Nelsonville, cer
tainly John was in the area at that time. Not much is 
known about the first year the family spent in Manitoba, 
except that John's son, Walter, first saw this land as a lad 
of 15 or 16 in 1881-1882. From this it seems that some 
attempt was made at farming. A set of buildings is 
believed to have been erected right at the southwest 
corner. John A., who was Walter's oldest son, told many 
times of his father making a trip to Emerson with the first 
load of wheat. 

Before this in 1879, a J.O. Bell homesteaded SW 7-4-
14, later pre-empting the SE. Walter Mabon and his older 
brother, Andrew, made an agreement to buy this 
property in 1887, thus becoming farmers in earnest. It is 
interesting that, in October, 1882, J.O. Bell also 
homesteaded the land where the village of Belmont now 
exists. Sometimes people did homestead two, or even 
more times. 

The next year, Walter selected a homestead, NE 36-3-
15, registering it January, 1889, and travelling back East 
to marry Joanna Gruer. A log house was built of tough 
oak at the expense of much sweat. It is still standing 
today on its original site. Though there had to be much 
privation and doing without, in the starting years, the 
houses did become quite comfortable providing a lifestyle 
not much different from that in more settled parts. 
Walter and Joanna's first son, John Argyle, named after 
the municipality with which Walter had begun his long 
association, was born on this farm in 1890. John A.'s 
sisters Jane and Agnes, were born in this same cabin. 

In the meantime, Andrew, Walter's brother, who had 
been involved as a trustee for Huntley School (organized 
in 1887) had married Allison Waitt. Unfortunately, after 
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such an auspICIOUS beginning, Andrew became ill and 
within the year he died. 

This brought about an abrupt change in arrangements. 
The NW 7-4-14 was deeded to Allison who later sold it to 
a Mr. Lancelot Williamson whose son, Robert, took it 
over in 1904. His only grandson, Kenneth, still lives 
there, but no longer owns it. Walter decided to move to S 
7-4-14 and sold his homestead to David Lockerby. At 
their new homesite the remainder of Walter and Joanna's 
family were born; Norman, Carl, Edgar and Gladys. 

Walter had served serveral terms as councillor of the 
R.M. of Argyle, and in 1907, became reeve, just as the 
whole west side of Argyle split away to form the new 
municipality of Strathcona. . 

In 1902, Joanna's sister, Isobella Gruer, arrived from 
the east to prepare to marry William Maxwell, son of 
Huntley's premier homesteader, David Maxwell. The 
wedding took place at Walter and Joanna's home. Today 
the Maxwell homesteads are owned by Walter's grand
son, Ivan Mabon, and great-grandson, Gary Gillies, 
separately. 

With municipal affairs and the education of a large' 
family uppermost in Walter's mind, he had a new house 
built in Baldur just north of the new school (where the 
fire hall is situated today). There is no record of the 
family having resided there, and the house became the 
property of Leonard A. Smith. After a term as reeve, all 
Walter's energies were turned to farming. About 1910, 
Mabon cattle (fine shorthorns) were shown at the 
Killarney fair, a very competitive show in those days. 

The first decade of the century had the building of 
grain elevators completing that "unholy trinity"; the 
mortgage company, the railway company, and the grain 
buyer. Elevator companies, besides questionable grades 
and prices, made an arrangement with railways so that 
only the grain companies could have boxcars. The 
Mabons have always found ways to get around such 
blockades. Accordingly, Walter put a bag of wheat in a 
buggy and drove down to Louise Siding where there was 
no elevator, placed the bag in an empty boxcar, and 
billed it out to Neelin to complete filling there. For many 
years grain hauling was done in bees. As many as 20 
wagons would load at a granary, grain all bagged (each 
about 120 lbs.), thus loading a boxcar in one trip. 

For Walter, a "Grit" (Liberal), politics was a lifetime 
interest. He took some part in farm meetings, out of 
which grew the United Grain Growers and some fair play 
for farmers. 

In 1914, Walter was again municipal councillor for 
Ward II. It was in this year that he had an accident that 
caused much anxiety. While he was driving on a new 
grade near Neelin, a wagon wheel suddenly and unex
pectedly dropped into a deep rut throwing Walter out in 
such a manner that he struck his head on a wheel rending 
him unconscious all through the next day and night, 
slowly recovering afterwards. A similar incident hap
pened to his grandson, Morley, about 60 years later. It is 
a rare farmer who goes through life unscathed. 

Walter and Joanna retired in 1928, first to the West 
Coast; but they returned to Manitoba because the 
distance from their family was unbearable. They bought 
a lovely house and yard at Belmont on the land settled by 
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Back Row: Edgar, Carl, John and Norman, Front Row: Gladys, Agnes, 
Walter, Joanna and Jane. 

J.O. Bell, whose farm they had bought so many years 
before. Later they moved to a small house in town. 
Walter died in the winter of 1946, followed by Joanna in 
1949. After a busy and long life they peacefully repose in 
the hillside cemetery at Belmont. 

When it was time for Walter and Joanna's family to 
start up for themselves, they were fortunate in being able 
to locate close together. John bought the west half of 
section 6 and Norman the east half from George Cramer. 
Carl bought the N 31-3-14 previously homesteaded by 
J.M. McKay. Edgar, the youngest son, stayed on at home 
purchasing the farm from his father, Walter. 

John Argyle, after graduating from Huntley School, 
found himself attending high school at Baldur with such 
notables as Ivan and Otto Schultz and Jack and Tom 
Johnson. 

All those young blades, who think motorcycles belong 
to the modern age, take note. In the early 1900's an 
engine was fitted onto a bicycle just as soon as some boy 
mechanic could manage it. John A. and Mac Gillies each 
had one as boys. They spent too much time going round 
about and up and down making much racket. 

In 1918, John A. married Ellen (better known as 
Nellie) McLaren, a granddaughter of John I. Sexsmith. 
John A. had been born just as the scythe and flail were 
being put aside. He saw the first crude mechanization 
introduced: from the horse-drawn thresher to the 
development of the combine and the diesel tractor; from 
the horse and buggy to the automobile; from the candle 
to kerosene lamp to home lighting plant to Manitoba 
Hydro. All of this he took in his stride. Like his father, 
John A. served Argyle as councillor and then reeve. He 
even attempted to get elected to the legislature and gave 
his former school-mate, Ivan Schultz, the incumbent, a 
good run. John A. died in 1963. Nellie still resides on 
their farm along with sons, Ivan and Morley. Son Lome 
farms nearby. Gladys, their oldest daughter, married 
Calvin Darling (see Calvin Darling history). Eleanor was 
married and now nurses at Brandon General Hospital. 

Agnes married James Gillies, living on the west half of 
section 5, the northwest of which had been homesteaded 
by Arthur, James' father, in 1898. 

Jane Mabon, who had become a school teacher, 
married Alton Hamilton of Ochre River, in 1901. 



It was then Carl's turn, and he chose Rita Weedmark, 
whose parents, George and Mary, farmed nearby. 

Norman and Edgar married Joe Gosselin's daughters, 
Rosa and Verena (Bea) respectively. During WW I, 
Norman served overseas in the Canadian army. Edgar 
and Bea had two children. Russell married Lyn Dandy, 
they have two children; Brent and Terena. JoAnna 
married Ken Campbell. They have two children; Spencer 
and Jana. 

Gladys, the Mabon's youngest child became a teacher 
first at a school south of Glenboro and then at Methven, 
north of Wawanesa, where she met and married Harvey 
Rogers, a farmer of that district. 

Of the pioneers who came to Huntley there is today no 
representative on their homestead sites. Of all the 
families of the first settlers only the Mabons are left. Will 
there be any a century from now? 

NORMAN AND ROSE MABON FAMILY 

Standing: Janice, Margaret, Ann, Carol, Darwin, Rosalie, Ralph, 
Shirley, Georgina, Valerie and Melodie. Seated: Bruce, Allan holding 
Michael, Rose, Norman, Alice (Toots), Ross, and Melvin. Kneeling: 
Heather, Marie, Kevin and Mark. 

Norman, son of the late Walter and Mrs. Mabon, after 
returning from overseas in 1919, took up farming in the 
Neelin district, 6-4-14. On Dec. 2, 1925, he married Rose 
Gosselin of Baldur. They have a family of four boys and 
one girl. 

Melvin married Georgina Anderson. 
Alice (Toots) married Ralph McFarlane and their 

family are Rosalie, Valerie, Darwin and Melodie. 
B.ruce married Margar~t Taylor. They have three girls, 

Jamce, Heather and Mane. 
Allan married Ann Lambkin. They have one girl, 

Carol. 
Ross married Shirley McLaren. They have two boys, 

Mark and Kevin. 
All their family attended Connaught School and Neelin 

High. They were very active in 4-H, curling, ball and 
dancing. Their church was Neelin United. 

Rose and Norman retired from the farm in 1978 
moving to Belmont. ' 

Two boys, Melvin and Bruce are on the home farm. 

JOHN AND MARY 
MacGILLIVRA Y F AMIL Y 

John and Mary. 

John MacGillivray and Mary Ellen Maw were married 
on April 29, 1885. Their first child was Florence, who 
was born on March 5,1886, at County of York, Ont. The 
second daughter, Edith, was born on Oct. 12, 1887, at 
township of King, Ont. The first son Archie, was born on 
May 16, 1889, at Badaxe, Michigan. The second son, 
William, was born on July 25, 1890, at Fort Gratiot, St. 
Clair, Michigan. 

John came to Dry River district, where his sister and 
brother-in-law, Sandy and Christina McQuarrie lived. He 
worked for Sandy until he got enough money to send for 
his wife and family, to join him, in 1892. They had a 
house nearby, where their third son, Norman was born, 
on April 19, 1893. They moved to a farm, one half mile 
north of Pilot Mound (Beveridge Farm), where the 
fourth son, Lorne was born on May 21, 1894. 

In 1906, they moved to the Rosehill district, south and 
west of Baldur, where they had bought a farm, 27-7-14. 

John had a steam engine and threshing machine and 
threshed for farmers in the district. They nicknamed him 
"Thresher John". John died at his home on Oct. 10, 
1916. Mary Ellen stayed on the farm with her family, 
until they were all married and gone to their own homes. 
She spent her last years, a few months at a time, with 

Archie, Florence and Edith with William seated in jront. 

539 



each of her family. She died on March 6, 1944, at the 
home of her son, Archie. 

Florence married Alf Dalzell, from Baldur, on Dec. 1, 
1915. 

Edith married Kenneth Campbell, from Baldur, on 
Dec. 13, 1911. (See Kenneth Campbell History). 

Archie married Hannah Campbell, from Red Jacket, 
Sask., on Nov. 24, 1920. (See Archie MacGillivray 
History). 

William joined the army with the 78th Battalion 
Canadian Infantry, in France, 1917-1918. He was 
discharged on July 28, 1919. What a happy day for his 
mother, sisters and brothers, when he arrived home. He 
married Isabelle Stewart, of Pilot Mound, on Dec. 29, 
1926. 

Norman married Beth Money of Belmont, on Sept. 7, 
1936. 

Lome married Dolly Lodge of Baldur, on Nov. 27, 
1926. (See Lome MacGillivray History). 

LORNE AND DOROTHY 
MACGILLIVRAY FAMILY 

Back Row: Dorothy, Lome and Dora. Front Row: Muriel and Lorna. 

Lome MacGillivray was the youngest son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John MacGillivray. He worked on his mother's 
farm, where Cliff Storie now lives, until he married 
Dorothy Lodge, on Nov. 27, 1926. They lived on Oak 
Farm near Greenway, until the thirties, when they moved 
to Baldur. 

Lome and his family moved to Mr. Kemp's, SE 32-4-
13, for about three years, then he worked on the 
telephone, for numerous farmers, and hauling ice blocks 
for people's ice wells. 

In 1942, they moved to Brandon, and Lome worked 
for Cumming and Dobbie, hauling coal. Dorothy had 
boarders. 

Lome and Dorothy had three daughters, all born in 
Baldur. 

Dora, born Feb. 11, 1928, married Albert Meadows on 
June 7, 1947. They had five children; Wayne, Larry, 
Glennis, Clayton and Dale. They live at Forrest, Man. 

Muriel, born on May 7,1934, married Doug Bottley on 
Sept. 17, 1960. They had no children. Muriel died very 
young from diabetes, on June 30, 1976. 

Lorna, born Aug. 28, 1937, married Ed Willey on Aug. 
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1, 1955, and they had three daughters, Linda, Pamela 
and Nancy. Lorna was divorced and is now married to 
Don Main. They live in Brandon. 

ARCHIE AND HANNAH 
MacGILLIVRA Y FAMILY 

Archie and Hannah on their wedding day in 1920. 

Archie was the son of John and Mary Ellen 
MacGillivray. In 1920, he bought E 27-4-14, where he 
built a house for his bride. On Nov. 24, 1920, he married 
Hannah Campbell of Red Jacket, Sask. She was a niece 
of Kenneth Campbell's. 

Archie and Hannah had two children, Donald and 
Evelyn. They attended Rosehill and Welsh Schools. They 
had some great times, sliding on the hill at Rosehill, using 
everything from a sheet of tin off Dalzell's shed, to 
sleighs. One time Evelyn was sliding down the hill with 
Pearl and Jane Warrener and she got her foot caught and 
broke her leg. Jim Warrener had a team and sleigh at 
school, so they were able to take her home right away. 

There were many happy get-togethers, during the 
winter, at dances held in RosehiII School one Friday 
night, and Welsh School the next. The music was all 
volunteer, Roy and Jessie Huffman and Allan Embury 
on violin, with Erma Huffman on the piano. Sometimes 
Donald would play the violin and Evelyn would chord on 
the piano, giving the others a chance to dance. Archie 
was the floor manager and called off the square dances. 
Most everyone learned to dance at these gatherings. 
Families took turns taking sandwiches and cakes, also a 
big cream can, full of tea. Showers were also held, for 
couples in the district getting married. 

Archie and Hannah loved to dance and they often won 
prizes for the old time waltz. 

Archie and Hannah continued to farm until 1960, 
when they retired to Baldur. Later, they were the first 
residents in the Argyle Lodge in Baldur, where they 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Archie died on July 12, 1971, in the Baldur Hospital. 
Hannah died on Jan. 15, 1977, at Hillcrest Place, in 
Brandon. 



Back Row: Randy, Harvey, Jim and Bryan. Front Row: Doug, Judy 

and Evelyn. 

Donald was born on Oct. 18, 1921. He married Loretta 
Conrad. (See Donald MacGillivray History). 

Evelyn was born on Feb. 6, 1926. She married Doug 
Dowd of Glenboro, on Dec. 20, 1944. They farmed near 
Glenboro. They had five children: Harvey, Jim, Bryan, 
Judy and Randy. 

DONALD AND LORETTA 
MacGILLIVRAY FAMILY 

Loretta and Donald on their wedding day in 1953. 

Donald, son of Archie and Hannah MacGillivray, 
married Loretta Conrad, daughter of Jake and Celina 
Conrad, on Feb. 5, 1953. They lived in Winnipeg, 
Stonewall and Glenboro, before taking over the home 
farm, 27-4-14, in 1960, when Donald's parents retired 
from farming. 

Donald and Loretta had four children: Lavona, Kevin, 
Gerald and Glen. 

In 1966, due to health, Donald and Loretta rented the 
farm to Alan Dearsley, but they continued to live on the 
farm. Donald went to work for Lee's Lucky Dollar Store, 
as a sales clerk. In 1970, he became the assistant to the 
secretary treasurer for the R.M. of Argyle. 

Donald was involved in many sports activities, umping 
ball, coaching hockey, and his sons participated in all 
sports activities, in which he supported them in every 
way. Donald died suddenly in May, 1973, at the age of 51 
years. 

Loretta and family continued to live on the farm until 

1975, when Loretta and Glen moved to Portage La 
Prairie, Man., where Glen took his Grade XII and played 
hockey with a Portage team. In 1977, Loretta moved 
back to Baldur, where she now resides. In 1979, the 
family farm was sold to Alan Dearsley. 

Glen in back. Gerry, Lavona and Kevin infront. 

Lavona was born on June 27, 1954. She attended 
Baldur School and then went to Winnipeg to work. In 
1974, she married Blair Gosselin, son of Russ and Marge 
Gosselin, of Baldur. Blair and Lavona reside in Baldur, 
where Blair is a plumber and Lavona works in the post 
office. They have one son, Warren, who was born on 
Sept. 10, 1979. 

Kevin was born on Jan. 6, 1956. He attended Baldur 
School and Assiniboine Community College, in Bran
don. He is now in the electrical construction field and 
lives in Brandon. Kevin participated in all sports activities 
during his school years and continues to take part. He 
plays hockey with the Baldur Barons and baseball with 
the Baldur Regals. 

Gerald (Gerry) was born on Jan. 25, 1957. He attended 
Baldur School and took part in all sports activities. He 
went on to take a business accounting course at Red River 
College, in Winnipeg and then worked in Montreal, 
Que., for two years. He returned to Manitoba in 1980, 
and is now living in Winnipeg. 

Glen was born on Oct. 4, 1958. He attended Baldur 
School and then took his Grade XII in Portage La 
Prairie. He attended the University of Manitoba for two 
years and is now a construction foreman for Aqua Tech. 
Pools Co. in Winnipeg. Glen is also active in sports and is 
the goal tender for the Baldur Barons hockey team. 

WILLIAM AND SUSAN MACKLIN 
FAMILY 

William Macklin was born at Salisbury, England, on 
June 6, 1867. In 1886, at the age of 19, he left England 
and came to Canada, settling at Cypress River. He 
worked around this area for a few years, then took up a 
homestead on SW 35-7-13. He returned to England in 
1891, and in February of 1892, married Susan Sophia 
Sutton. She was also born at Salisbury in 1868. They were 
married in the Salisbury Cathedral and shortly after their 
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William and Susan. 

marriage, they returned to their farm at Cypress River. 
They farmed there until the fall of 1897, then giving up 
their homestead and packing their few belongings, came 
to Glenora with team and wagon and worked for Mr. 
Greg Fraser on NE 33-3-13 for a short time. In 1899, they 
moved to SE 34-3-13, farming there until 1902. Then they 
purchased SW 32-3-13 from Mr. Tom Lawrence and 
moved there and lived in the old log house for about eight 
years. They sold this farm to Mr. Tom Kay and in 1910-
11 they bought SE 32-3-13 and built a new frame house 
and farmed there until 1917. They sold this farm to Mr: 
Joe Morrison and moved to 4-4-13 and farmed this until 
1922. Then they bought SW and E half of NW 10-4-13 
from Mr. Joe Kerr. They sold this place in 1931 to 
William Rowley and moved back to the now vacant 
house on SE 32-3-13 for the winter. In the spring of 1932, 
they went to work for Mr. Joe Kerr at Belmont for about 
a year. They returned to Glenot"a and lived for a short 
while in a small shanty. Then they purchased three lots on 
th~ south side of Glenora from Alfred Lundgren and 
bUIlt a small house where they lived until William passed 
away on Sept. 29, 1936. Susan left this home after a few 
years and lived among her family until her passing on 
Aug. 23,1951. 

William taught Sunday School at Glenora for a 
number of years. Susan played the organ for church 
services and organizations for several years, and also 
taught music lessons. In 1908, she was presented with a 
rocking chair by the Anglican congregation of Wigton in 
recognition of her service as organist in the Wigton 
School. 

William and Susan had eight children. 
Wilhemena was born June 21, 1893, at Cypress River. 

In 1916, she married James Kynock and started working 
for Tom Kay on SE 31-3-13. 

Harold was born Sept. 29, 1895, at Cypress River. In 
1926, he married Leorinda Odell and farmed SE 10-4-13. 
Leorinda died in October, 1945, and Harold later 
married Evelyn Simpson. 

Susan was born on Sept. 26, 1897, at Cypress River. In 
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1922, she married Walter Simpson and farmed on 28-3-
13. 

Bill was born on Jan. 11, 1900, at Glenora on SE 34-3-
13. In 1924, he married Ellen Odell and farmed the SE 9-
4-13. 

Herb 

Katie was born on Jan. 7, 1903 on SW 32-3-13. In 
1947, she married Morley Tosh and farmed on 9-4-14. 

Herb was born on Dec. 24, 1905, at Glenora on SW 32-
3-13. He never married. He took his schooling at Glenora 
School and later he worked for a short time at a garage in 
Belmont. He returned to Glenora and worked as a farm 
labourer. He was nicknamed 'Dynamite Bill' at this time, 
as he often dynamited stones and stumps for farmers in 
the district, as they cleared their land. He built a small log 
cabin at Rock Lake. He worked as a C.N.R. section man 
and during this time he rode a train from Glenora to 
Belmont carrying a suitcase full of dynamite and caps. 
From his log cabin on the shores of Rock lake, Herb 
spent a great deal of time trapping. His only means of 
transportation was skis and he often had to spend two or 
three days on his trap line or on a visit to friends or 
relatives. One night he returned to find his cabin and all 
his belongings destroyed by fire. He built another log 
cabin beside his first one and lived there until 1949, when 
he moved to Atikokan, Ont. Here he worked for Steep 
Rock Iron Mines until the time of his death in May, 1967. 

Albert was born June 1, 1909, at Glenora on SW 32-3-
13. In 1934, he married Nellie Brown and lived on NW 
33-3-13. 

Fred was born at Glenora on March 7, 1912, on SE 32-
3-13. In 1941, he married Mary Coldron and lived on NE 
31-3-13. 

At the time of writing, Susan, Harold, Herb and Ena 
have passed away. The remainder of the family are 
retired and living in the Baldur, Glenora and Pilot 
Mound areas. 

BILL AND ELLEN MACKLIN FAMILY 

Bill Macklin the fourth child of William and Susan 
Macklin, was born at Glenora, on Jan. 11, 1900. On 
Nov. 20, 1924, He married Ellen Odell, daughter of Philo 
and Leorinda Odell of Glenora. 



Back Row: Joyce and Ivan. Front Row: Ellen and Bill. 

Both Bill and Ellen took all their schooling at Glenora. 
After they were married, they farmed on 9-4-13 until the 
fall of 1930, when they bought a general store in Glenora. 
They operated this store along with a fuel dealership until 
1946, when they moved to Graysville and operated a store 
for three years. In 1949, they moved to Killarney, and 
stayed there for 10 years. During this time, in 1956, they 
started a tourist camp at Rock Lake. In 1959, they moved 
to Crystal City, but continued to run the tourist camp for 
18 years, living at the lake during the summer months. In 
1962, they moved to Pilot Mound, and in 1974, they 
retired and now live in their home in Pilot Mound. 

Bill skated and participated in the local hockey. He 
loved to curl and to hunt. Ellen was a member of the 
Ladies' Aid and the Red Cross. 

Bill and Ellen had three children. 
Joyce was born on Sept. 15, 1925, and married Ken 

McElroy. They have two children, one boy Mel, and one 
girl Kathy. 

Leona was born in March, 1931, and died in October, 
1931. 

Ivan was born on Dec. 26, 1936, and married Phyllis 
Hicks. They have two children; one girl Barbara, and one 
boy Darren. 

ABE AND NELL MACKLIN FAMILY 

NellandAb. 

Albert (Abe) Macklin was born on June 1,1909, on 32-
3-13, one and one-half miles west of Glenora. He was the 
second youngest son of William and Susan Macklin. 

Nellie Brown was born on Jan. 18, 1912, on 3-4-13. 
She was the youngest child of Alex and Esther Brown. 

Nellie married Abe Macklin on Oct. 22, 1934 and went 
to live on SW 33-3-13 where Abe had built a house. They 
stayed there until the fall of 1937, when they moved to 
Glenora and built a house and store. In 1958, they built a 
new hardware store. 

They sold out to Marcel and Mildred Van Damme in 
the fall of 1960. They moved to Pilot Mound where they 
.are still residing. 

FRED AND MARY MACKLIN FAMILY 

Back Row: Sheila, Milton and Shirley. Front Row: Fred and Mary. 

Fred Macklin is the youngest son of William and Susan 
Macklin. He took all his schooling at Glenora School. 
During those years, he walked two and a half miles to 
school and then home again. He then walked several 
more miles on a trap line. Three times a week, he walked 
back to town at night to skate. 

After school, he worked on the farm and worked out 
as a farm helper in the area. In 1937, he went to British 
Columbia to work on a dairy farm. He returned that fall, 
and the following spring he bought a second-hand truck 
and began hauling cream to Cartwright Creamery. He 
hauled cream there for the next 29 years. He also but
chered cattle for local residents. 

In the spring of 1941 he married Mary Coldron and 
they lived on the Heaver Farm, NE 31-3-13. 

Mary, the youngest daughter of William and Rachael 
Coldron, was born and raised in the Wigton District and 
took her schooling at Wigton School. After finishing her 
schooling, she worked out at Walter Clark's and at a 
residence in Neepawa doing household chores for a wage 
of $10.00-$12.00 a month. After she was out of school, 
she continued to walk there, just over a mile from her 
home, to light the fire each morning before school. For 
this she received 25q: a day. Mary and her brother Fred 
went to dances, curling and other outings, using a horse 
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hitched to a long, homemade toboggan. As a young 
teenager, Mary drove to Baldur with a horse and cutter 
every Saturday to take music lessons from Ami Sveinson. 

After Fred and Mary were married, Fred continued to 
haul cream, butcher cattle and they raised some livestock. 
In 1943, they purchased NW 33-3-13. In 1945, they dug a 
well there and began clearing land to build a house. 
During the summer of 1946, they built a house, a barn 
and other buildings and in the fall they moved there, and 
still live there today. There was no land cleared on this 
quarter and they spent much of their time over the next 
few years breaking and clearing land. Today there is 145 
cultivated acres. Their main means of transportation was 
their one ton cream truck and they often used a team of 
horses in the winter. During those years, Fred earned 
extra income by helping local cattle buyers. Hydro and 
telephone came to their farm in 1949. 

Fred always enjoyed the outdoors and from his youth 
he spent many hours hunting and trapping, including 
taking part in deer hunting seasons with the local hunting 
parties. He still hunts and traps today. In the last few 
years he has travelled north and enjoyed the excitement 
of bear hunting, shooting his first bear on Aug. 31, 1976. 
He· took part in local sports, playing on the ball and 
hockey teams. For many years he played the banjo or 
violin for local dances and festivities. Today he is retired 
from farming and spends much of his time collecting 
antiques. He enjoys callers coming to view the large 
display of antique lamps, glassware, and clocks, which he 
has displayed in a new building called his 'Antique 
House'. 

Mary has always enjoyed curling and still participates 
in local spiels. She was an active member of the local 
Women's Institute and helped several ladies' church 
organizations in Glenora. In the last few years she has 
taken ceramic and painting lessons. Now she also helps 
with the antique collecting. 

Mary and Fred spent many years on the local hall 
committee. 

Milton holding Norman, Faye holding 
Michelle. Shannon injront. 

On May 5, 1945, their first and only son, Milton, was 
born. H~ attended Glenora Elementary School and 
Baldur HIgh School. In 1964, he went to Winnipeg to 
work, and to take a meat cutting course at Red River 
~olle~e .. He worked. for the Hudson Bay Co. as a butcher 
In WInnIpeg and PIne Falls. He met and married Faye 
Larson in 1968. He was later transferred to Morden and 
now.lives in Gran.de Centre, Alta., where he drives a semi 
movIng van. MIlton -and Faye have three children: 
Shannon, born April 13, 1971; Michelle, born Dec. 4, 
1972; and Norman, born March 26, 1975. 
~n Aug. 31, 1949, their twin daughters, Shirley and 

SheIla, were born. Shirley married Bob Conibear and 
Sheila married Lome Dearsley. See the Coni bear F~milY 
and the Lome Dearsley Family for their story. 

THE BORGA MAGNUSSON FAMILY 

Back Row: Dunny, Barga, and Magnus Jr. 
Front Row: Oloj and Thora. 

Borga was born to Olafur and Jakobina Oliver on Jan. 
1, 1901, at Baldur. She took her schooling at Baldur and 
in 1918, took te~cher tr~ining in Winnipeg. She taught in 
several schools In ManItoba, until she went to teach in 
Hnausa w~ere she met Magnus Magnusson. In 1927, they 
were marn~d at the home of her parents. Borga and 
Magnus reSIded for se~eral years in Winnipeg. There, 
Magnus was engaged In the fish business They then 
moved to Gimli and later to Hnausa. . 

They had four children: Magnus, Olof, Yvonne and 
Dunn. Magnus passed away in 1940 at which time Borga 
moved to Baldur with her four child;en. 

Borga took an active part in the Lutheran Church. She 
taught Sunday School and was superintendent of the 
Sun?a~ S~hool for ~any years. She was president of the 
Ladles. AId for qUIte some time and sang in the choir. 
S~e WIll. be remembered by many for the quiet dignity 
WIth WhICh she performed her duties. She died in June, 
1971. 

Olof married Jim Wood who is a partner of Wilson 
and Neal Land Surveyors. They have five children and 
reside in Transcona. 

Magnus, who worked as a bank manager, married 
Barba:a Smyth. They had two children. Magnus passed 
away III 1975. Barbara and the children reside in Win
nipeg. 



Yvonne married Bert Palmer and they live in Killarney, 
where Bert is employed at Prairie Freighters. They have 
five children. 

Dunn married Irene Yodon and they have three boys. 
They live at Consort, Alta. Dunn is manager of a Dome 
Petroleum Gas Plant there. 

JON AND STEPHANIA MAGNUSSON 
FAMILY 

"Jon and Stephania on the Hill" 

Jon Magnusson and Stephania Magnusdottir were 
both born in Iceland and came to Gimli in 1876. In 1882, 
they moved to the Argyle municipality, where they 
homesteaded NE 12-6-13, the highest spot in the east end 
of the Bru district; from there you could see all over Bru 
and even beyond! Thus they came to be known as Jon 
and Stephania on the Hill. 

They had six children; Gudny married Magnus Palsson 
(one-time editor of "Logberg"); Helga married Fridrik 
Bjarnason; Thorunn married Stewart; Anna married 
Fred Stevenson, owner of the Columbia Press, Winnipeg, 
parents of Signe Eaton; Sveinn lived in Edmonton; 
Halldor married Gudny Skuladottir. 

When they were older Jon and Stephania moved away 
from the community and passed away years later. 

PHILIPPE AND REBECCA 
MAJOR FAMILY 

Philippe and Rebecca, married in 
1907. 

Cleophas Major and Julienne Rondeau were born in 
Quebec. Cleophas worked in the bush camps at an early 
age. After they were married in 1873 they moved to 
Massachusetts, U.S.A. where there were more job op
portunities. Like many easterners, he wanted to farm; 
thus arrived in St. Leon, Man. in the spring of 1879. 
Their son Philippe was born in 1880. 

Philippe farmed with Cleophas and in the summer 
worked on the railroad between Somerset and Altamont. 

He was mechanically inclined and completely rebuilt an 
old binder. He began to repair machinery for others. He 
learned the blacksmith trade. In 1905 he bought a quarter 
section of land near Somerset. Philippe married Rebecca 
Bessette from Somerset in 1907 and settled on that farm. 
Later they left the farm and moved to Marcellin, Sask. 
where he had a Ford car dealership and blacksmith 
business. But his heart was on the farm, so they moved to 
St. Anne, Man. Their son Joe was born there in 1922. 
Due to poor crops, Philippe had to give up the farm and 
move to Mariapolis where he started a garage and 
blacksmith business. 

In 1925 Philippe bought Nand SE 16-4-13. Pilot 
Mound needed a second blacksmith, so they moved and 
he worked the land from there. Most of the farm was in 
bush. After spending a year clearing the land, Philippe 
rented it to Jean Lecoq. Philippe's older children were 
privileged to go with him when he worked on the farm 
several days each week. Rebecca sent food and they slept 
in the old log house on piles of hay. How they slept! 

Duffer Gerolomy's mother told Philippe there was 
quite a little lake at the foot of the "big hill", as they 
called it. In earlier years picnics were held there. An old 
cook stove had been brought there to use for the annual 
event. Later years when Joe opened the land he found 
pieces of this stove. There was no road south, so the 
travelling to the picnic was done by dirt road, cutting 
across the field from the northeast corner of the farm 
past their log house, on through Hainstock's yard, and 
past their log house. 

In 1928 Philippe and his family moved on the farm. 
While Philippe was gone to Pilot Mound for a load of 
household effects, his sons, Lucien and Joe, decided to 
smoke out a rat, too close to the barn. Fire started and 
the barn was completely destroyed. Help came in time to 
save the tractor and a few barrels of gas. Farming could 
be adventurous! 

Between farming, Philippe would do blacksmith work 
under the shelter of the trees and by the light of a gas 
lantern. Joe often fell asleep watching him and he would 
carry him to bed. 

People could not always pay cash for work and gave 
them a heifer instead. A herd of cattle was built up this 
way. He bought one milk cow and they all learned to milk 
cows. Rebecca kept chickens. 

One bill was paid with a 500 pound sow. When 
Philippe went to load it up, the horses, not being used to 
a pig's squeal, were frightened and tried to run away. 
Once line broke and the horses ended up going in circles, 
upsetting the box with the sow. What a job trying to load 
up the box and sow and control the horses at the same 
time! 

Being there were few buildings and no money to buy 
lumber, Philippe felt he could make good use of the 
many trees and built a new sawmill. 

The first year Philippe worked the land, he found large 
pieces of gears from a steam engine on the northwest 
quarter, which shows some land must have been opened 
by steam power. On this section, not including the 
present yard site, holes about 100 yards apart were 
found. According to old timers, these were basement 
holes that were dug, for it was the custom then for 
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homesteaders to settle close together, so they could help 
each other out. One hole is still obvious in the pasture 
today. 

In 1929 there was a good crop of wheat and no storage 
room, so Philippe built a two-storey granary of poplar 
pole studding and second-hand lumber. It had a tin roof. 
When the log house became too cold and beyond repair, 
they moved into the granary. The first year it was 
common to find snow on their blankets when they woke 
up. It became the family home for 37 years. Now it is 
again used for grain storage. 

Norman, Lucien and Joe attended Excelsior School. 
Una Cobb, Bob's daughter from Baldur, was Joe's first 
teacher. The teachers from Greenway and Excelsior 
would organize baseball games; from there the students 
from Excelsior met and joined the kids from Greenway in 
the Greenway Seed Club. Christmas concerts were the 
highlight. The annual picnic was usually combined with 
Greenway and often held in Duffer Gerolomy's pasture. 
It must have been an important event, because as many 
adults as children attended the picnic. They went to 
school in winter on a horse-drawn 1O-foot toboggan with 
sides on, that Philippe had made. The teacher, Pearl 
Roberts, would sometimes get a ride with them. When it 
was too rough she would rather walk! One year, Philippe 
made them all a pair of skiis out of poplar boards. The 
boards were put in boiling water until they were soft 
enough to shape the curve. Even Rebecca joined in the 
fun. 

Salt pork was the basic meat in summer. They had a 
smoke house, every spring Philippe would cure ham and 
bacon - a welcome change! Majors all loved gravy and, 
when they had it - "desserts". In summer, berry picking 
was a family effort. They enjoyed the berries and the 
picnic lunch. 

Christmas was a quiet religious day; exchanging gifts 
and attending midnight mass when possible. This custom 
hasn't changed. On New Year's Day all the family would 
gather at home. They would feast, Philippe would play 
the violin, Rebecca or one of the girls would play the 
piano and everyone would sing. Many a happy evening 
was spent playing cards, especially" 500" . 

There were six in the family, three girls, Berthe, Ida 
and Germaine, and three boys, Norman, Lucien and Joe. 

The first year Joe and Clara were married, Philippe 
retired in Mariapolis. He passed away in January, 1950. 
Rebecca died in May, 1954. 

Berthe 
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Berthe married Wilfred Trottier and they had two girls, 
Fleurette and Orise. The girls were two years and nine 
months old when their mother died. Philippe and 
Rebecca raised them in their home as part of their family. 

Ida married George Wilson from Marringhurst. They 
had one daughter, Germaine. George and Ida bought a 
store and ran the post office in Glenora. Ida belonged to 
the Women's Institute, which later became the Glenora 
Boosters. They both belonged to the gun club. They 
retired in Glenora. When George passed away, Ida later 
sold the house and moved into the Baldur Lodge. 

Germaine married Germaine (Jim) Guilbert from 
Mariapolis (see Guilbert). 

Norman married Lorraine (Peggy) Capon from Dry 
River. Norman had the garage in Mariapolis until they 
retired and moved to British Columbia. 

Lucien married Beatrice Pierson from Glenora and 
farms in Marringhurst. They have three children, Philip, 
Beth and Neal. 

Fleurette married George Capon. They have one girl 
and three boys; Sharon, Arlen, Rodney and Ashley. 
Fleurette lives in Belmont. _ 

Orise married Ovila Boulet. They have three girls and 
two boys; Janet, Debbie Joanne, Arnold and Alain. They 
live at Mariapolis on a farm. 

Back Row: Sandra, Kevin, Dennis and Michelle. Front Row: Ramona, 
Clara and Joe. 

Joe married Clara De Roo from Swan Lake in 1949. 
They have three girls and two boys; Ramona, Dennis, 
Kevin, Sandra and Michelle. Joe and Clara's basic in
come was a few cream cheques, grain, beef and 20 market 
hogs yearly. Times got better and they progressed. In 
1956 they built a new barn and went into shipping bulk 
milk. Both Ramona and Dennis started school at Ex
celsior, then consolidation came in and they went to 
Glenora and Baldur for high school. Kevin, Sandra and 
Michelle attended Glenora for elementary grades and 
Pilot Mound for high school. The whole family was 
involved in 4-H. The girls in sewing and crafts, the boys 
in mechanics, gardening and welding. Clara has been a 4-
H leader for 14 years. Clara also belongs to the Glenora 
Boosters. When Dennis decided to farm with Joe they 
sold the milk cows, and switched over to hogs and ex
panded accordingly. They built a new house in 1968. At 
present time, Ramona is an L.P.N. and married Richard 



Sierens of Swan Lake in April, 1974. They live in 
Somerset and have one girl, Vanessa. Dennis married 
Jackie Picton of Somerset in June, 1974, and they have 
two children, Jennifer and Jeremy. They live on the 
family farm in a house trailer. They own the Hugh 
Gemmill farm. Kevin works in Winnipeg and on the farm 
in seeding and harvest. Sandra is a cosmetician and is 
training as a model in Winnipeg. Michelle goes to school 
in Pilot Mound. 

Back Row: Ramona, Sharon Capon, Beatrice and Lucien, Joe holding 
Sandra, Clara, Ida Wilson, Germaine and Jim Guilbert. Second Row: 
Ron Evans holding Bonnie and Shirley (step-daughter of Norman) 
holding Cindy, George and Fleurette Capon, Norman and Peggy 
holding Eric Linklater, Grise and daughters Debbie, Jo Ann and 
husband Gvila Boulet, Germain (Wilson) Linklater and daughter 
Naomi, Norman Guilbert. Front Row: Baby Neal and Beth, Janet 
Boulet, Philip, Dennis holding Kevin, Arlen Capon, Arnold Boulet, 
Rodney and Ashley Capon. 

AUGUST AND ANNIE MARTENS FAMILY 

Back Row: Leon, Rene and Henry. Front Row: August holding Betty, 
and Annie holding Linda. 

August Martens is the son of Henri Martens and Sylvia 
DeVreeze. Henri Martens married Sylvia DeVreeze in the 
year 1907, in Belgium. They came to Canada in 1913, and 
settled on a farm close to St. Alphonse. There were seven 
children born to this family, four sons: Maurice, Gerard, 

and August, (one died in infancy) and three daughters: 
Marie, Clara and Madeleine. Their second son passed 
away at the age of three years. They received their 
education in the St. Alphonse Convent. In 1930, Sylvia 
passed away at the age of 45, which left Henri to raise the 
family alone. Henri retired to Mariapolis and passed 
away in 1957. 

August married Anna DeBoes, daughter of Leon 
DeBoes and Elodie DeMaertelaere, of Dry River in 1942. 

Anna and August, of St. Alphonse, farmed on 
August's dad's farm, 33-5-12 for five years. Their eldest 
son, Henry, was born June, 1943. Their second son, 
Leon, was born in March, 1945, and their third son, 
Rene, was born in September, 1947. 

In the fall of 1947, they bought the Hainstock Farm at 
Glenora, 16-4-13 and lived in the old log house for 12 
years. They moved a different home on the place in 1957. 
A daughter, Betty, was born in March, 1959, and another 
daughter, Linda, in January, 1962. They raised five 
children who took their education at Excelsior, Glenora 
and Baldur High School. 

In 1967, their second son, Leon married Angela 
DeKezel, daughter of Jules and Cornelia DeKezel. They 
have three children, Cory, Leana and Lexine. They are 
living on the Frank Cuthbert Farm, 8-4-13, at Glenora. 

Henry, the oldest, married Edith Rowley in 1968. She 
is the daughter of Vic and Reta Rowley of Glenora. They 
have six children, Daniel, Lorie, Jeanny, Brenda, Duane 
and Debbie. They stayed on the home farm, 16-4-13, near 
Glenora. 

Rene married Melody Boulet in 1969. She was the 
daughter of Alphonse and Mabel Boulet of Glenora. 
They have two children, Tammy and Patrick. They reside 
on the Andries Farm, 24-4-14 at Baldur. 

Betty married Dennis Turner, son of Morgan and Vera 
Turner of Killarney, in 1977. They reside on the Turner 
Farm at Killarney. They have one child, a baby girl, 
Corina. 

Linda, still single, is a nurse working in Killarney at the 
Bay Side Care Home. 

August and Anna are now residing in Baldur. 

JOHN AND SUE MARTENS 
FAMILY 

Ronald, Sharon, John, Sue, Douglas, Carol and Ken. 
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John Martens and Susan Giesbrecht were married in 
the Morden Mennonite Brethren Church on Oct. 11, 
1952. They farmed a few miles north of Morden, on 
John's parents' farm. 

On May 16, 1953, Douglas John was born. The next 
spring (1954) John and Sue moved to Fertile, Sask. where 
they farmed for three years. On Oct. 24, 1955, Sharon 
Elaine was born at Gainsborough, Sask. 

In 1957, the family moved to Tilston, Man. and lived 
there one year. While there John worked for the railroad 
(C.P.R.) 

In the spring of 1958, they moved to Morden and John 
started to work for Alex Hosea, a plumber, and a few 
years later he took work with Wiens Plumbing and 
Heating. On March 3, 1963, Kenneth James was born. 

Oct. 2, 1965, John and Sue moved to Baldur, Man. 
where Marten's Plumbing was begun. While living in 
Baldur, their children have completed their schooling and 
have gone on to university. Doug is a pharmacist at the 
Health Science Centres. On May 20, 1978, at the 
Richmond Park Mennonite Brethren Church, Doug 
married Carol Pries of Brandon. They are now living in 
Winnipeg. 

Sharon is an interior designer working for City In
teriors of Calgary. On Aug. 26, 1978, at Calvary Temple, 
Winnipeg, Sharon married Ronald Baron of Winnipeg. 
They are now living in Calgary. 

Ken graduated from the Baldur High School this 
spring and plans to go to university. 

MARTEINN AND KRISTBJORG 
MARTIN FAMILY 

Marteinn and Kristbjorg. 

Marteinn was born in Breidal, Iceland in 1873. He 
came to Canada with his parents at the age of five. They 
settled on a farm near Riverton, Man. 

He worked as a fisherman on Lake Winnipeg, and also 
at a saw mill. He was very fond of music, playing the 
violin and accordion by ear. He was also known for his 
great sense of humour. 

Kristbjorg was born in Breidal, Iceland in 1868. She 
came to Canada in 1893, and worked as a domestic. The 
children in the home where she worked, helped her to 
learn English. She never went to school, but learned to 
read and write English. She wrote short poems in 
Icelandic, but she never would let anyone read them. 
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Marteinn and Kristbjorg were married on Oct. 18, 
1898. They lived for five years near Riverton, then moved 
to Argyle and farmed near Bru. In 1910, they moved to 
Winnipeg for a short time, then moved to Baldur, where 
Marteinn worked on the railway track. In 1912, he was 
transferred to Indian Springs as section foreman, then to 
Sperling in 1915, and back to Baldur in 1920, where they 
lived for the rest of their lives. They had one daughter, 
Florence Thorleifson, who now resides in Winnipeg. 

Marteinn died in 1957 and Kristbjorg in 1961. 

THE MARTINS FROM ENGLAND 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin immigrated to Canada from 
London early in the 1900's. In 1907, they moved to SE 
32-3-14, to live in the old stone house and work the farm. 
There were seven children: Harry, Jess, Annie, Kit, 
Flora, Nora and Stan. Their ages ranged from over 20 to 
about 8. The two youngest took their schooling at 
Connaught and all tried to help the family. They were an 
addition in the community as good neighbours. In later 
years Mrs. Martin was in poor health, in fact, this was 
part of the cause of their leaving after, perhaps, 10 or 12 
years. They held a sale, disposed of the farm and went to 
Winnipeg where Mr. Martin found work probably more 
suitable to a man from a far-away place. Mrs. Martin's 
many friends were sorry to lose her, she had been well 
liked, but she did not live long after the move. Mr. 
Martin lived with Harry for many years before his death. 

Harry had been the first of the family to come to 
Neelin, he worked with his father and with other farmers. 
Later, he moved to Winnipeg, married Florence Herron, 
worked with the C.N .R. until retirement and died in 
Winnipeg. 

Jessie married George Cooper. They had two children, 
Albert and Gladys, now both deceased. 

Annie (Nan) worked with Mrs. John Cooper until she 
met and married Charlie King. (See Charlie King history) 
Charlie died in 1940. Years later, Nan married Carl 
Poersch, a blacksmith in Neelin. Carl was originally from 
Brunkild, Man., and was a highly respected citizen of 
Neelin for many years. 

Kit worked in Winnipeg for a number of years, then 
married Dick Olver, a farmer in the Chater area, where 
they lived until retiring to British Columbia. They had 
one daughter. Both Kit and Dick died in British 
Columbia. 

Flora (Flo) completed schooling in Winnipeg, took a 
business course, worked for the C.P .R. at office work for 
some years, and married Lawrence Couch of Swan Lake. 
Lawrence's work took him to Indianapolis. He died there 
and Flo lives on in that city. 

Nora attended Connaught School until the family 
moved to Winnipeg. She returned to her sister Jessie in 
Neelin and later married Joe Bishop, a harvester from the 
Annapolis Valley in Nova Scotia. They lived in the old 
stone house where Nora had first lived. With one son, 
they moved back to Nova Scotia. There were two more 
sons. Both Nora and Joe are dead. 



Stanley, (Stan) completed school at Connaught, 
worked in Winnipeg many years, married and moved to 
Toronto. He and his wife have both passed away. 

DA VID MESNEY 

David 

David was born at Reymerstone, Scotland, on Dec. 4, 
1884. He was the son of David M. and Mary Elizabeth 
(High) Mesney. 

He came to Baldur, Man. in 1911. Dave 'enlisted at 
Baldur on March 4, 1916, with the 222nd Battalion. He 
trained in Baldur and saw action in France for three years 
while with the First Canadian Mounted Rifles, to which 
he transferred on arrival overseas. 

He returned home in 1919. Dave worked in Argyle 
Municipality until he retired to Baldur. He passed away 
in Baldur Hospital, Jan. 27,1975. 

ALPHONSE AND DENISE MESTDAGH 
CLAN 

Front Row: Angel, Alphonse, Denise, Gisele, Roy. Back Row: Gail, 
Wayne Smith, Andre, Bob St. Pierre, Rose Mary, Donald, Henry. 

Alphonse Henry Mestdagh of Somerset, Man. married 
Denise Blanche Labossiere in the St. Leon Catholic 
Church on Oct. 28, 1947. They moved onto the family 
farm for two years. 

Angele Romanie Marie was born at Swan Lake 
Nursing Home on Sept. 6, 1948. A son, Donald 
Adolphus Joseph was born at the Swan Lake Nursing 

Home on Nov. 7,1949. 
In the spring of 1950, during the big flood, they moved 

to Dufresne, east of Winnipeg. Alphonse farmed there 
for four years. 

Another son, Andre Ralph Joseph, was born at St. 
Boniface Hospital on Sept. 20, 1952. 

In the winter of 1953-1954, Alphonse and Denise 
moved back to Swan Lake. In 1954, they bought a farm 
seven and a half miles northeast of Baldur from Siggi 
Gudnason. 

A third son, Henry Aime Joseph, was born on Aug. 9, 
1954 in Baldur Hospital. He was the first child baptized 
in the new Catholic Church in Baldur (Dunrea Mission). 
He was baptized by Father Bertrand. A second daughter, 
Gail Isabelle Marie, was born on Sept. 9, 1956. Another 
daughter, Rosemary Angele Marie, was born on Sept. 24, 
1961. Denise and her daughter were in the new wing 
during the official opening of the Baldur Hospital. A 
fourth son, Roy John Joseph, was born on Sept. 19, 1965 
in the Baldur Hospital. 

They lived on the farm for 21 years. They did most of 
their business in Baldur. Angele, Don and Andre started 
school at Thor. Angele remembers the field trips and a 
few sports days. They would go tobogganing at Bazil Van 
Damme's farm during the winter. They held a Christmas 
concert every year and also dances once in awhile in the 
Thor School. Alphonse used to play music with Rene Van 
Damme. Alphonse had his guitar, Rene the fiddle, and 
some other man on the piano. 

When Thor School closed, they were bussed to St. 
Alphonse School and in their high school years they went 
to Mariapolis. 

In 1975, the farm was sold to Waiter Van Damme and 
Alphonse and Denise moved to Brandon. Alphonse is 
currently working at a Gulf Service Station across from 
Wooleo and Denise had a Day Care Center in her house. 

Angele left the farm in 1966 to seek employment in 
Winnipeg. She worked at St. Amant Hospital for 
Retarded Children from 1966 to 1969. In 1969, she 
worked at the Winnipeg General Hospital, now the 
Health Science Center, until she married Wayne John 
Smith from Hamiota on Aug. 28, 1971. Wayne is a 
supervisor for Greater Winnipeg Gas. They have three 
boys; Timothy Wayne, born Feb. 5, 1972; Scott Warren, 
born April 25, 1973; and Sean David, born April 8, 1974. 
They currently reside in Transcona. 

Donald is employed by Farm King. He lives in St. 
Boniface, Man. 

Andre married Gisele Faucher of St. Boniface where 
they reside. They have one son, Kevin Robert, born Aug. 
4, 1978. Andre is employed by Farm King. Gisele is 
working for the Winnipeg Police. 

Henry worked for the C.N.R. and then Wilson Auto 
Electric in Winnipeg. He is now living and working in 
Brandon. 

Gail married Robert St. Pierre of St. Boniface on May 
27, 1978. They live in St. Boniface. Bob works at the St. 
Boniface Hospital and Gail is a personnel clerk at 
Federated Mutual Insurance. 

Rosemary went to school in Baldur and moved to 
Brandon with her parents. She finished school in 
Brandon and is currently working at the Gulf Service 
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Station. 
Roy is still in school and living with his parents. 
The family occasionally visit the farm at Baldur and 

renew old friendships. 

ODIEL MESTDAGH FAMILY 

Odiel with Karen on knee, Lynda, Doris with Billy on knee. 

Odiel Mestdagh and Doris Hirst, both of Somerset, 
were married in 1945. They moved to the Dry River 
district in the fall of 1946, renting the Lyman Robinson 
farm, SW 22-4-12. They first farmed with horses and 
bought their first tractor from Percy McElroy of 
Glenora, an F14 International Harvester with steel 
wheels, using the horses for doing chores. 

Odiel played ball with the Dry River ball team for 
several years. In the fall and winter, weekly card parties 
were their main entertainment, held in their own homes. 
The Tom Delormes, the Vassarts, Boulets and Nelsons 
were among their neighbours and many good times were 
enjoyed. 

On Jan. 6, 1947, they were blessed with their first 
child, a daughter Lynda Margaret, born in the Swan 
Lake Nursing Home. They will never forget the blizzard 
that morning, roads were blocked, the train was hours 
late, so they borrowed Ovilla Boulet's team of drivers to 
make the trip. The roads in some places were drifted 
three feet deep and in others were bare. The temperature 
that afternoon reached 42 F. degrees above. Indeed, an 
occasion never to be forgotten. 

In the fall of 1950, they moved to the Excelsior district 
settling on the T.W. Gerolamy farm, 22-4-13. Soon the; 
made friends with their neighbours, Mr. and Mrs. Alex 
Forbes, the Edgar Chalmers, Floyd Prestons and Marj 
and Gerry Collins. Once again card parties were their 
main entertainment. 

In January, 1951, they were blessed with a second 
daughter, Karen, also born in Swan Lake Nursing Home. 
That summer they had the hydro put in, which was a 
great help to all. They got together with neighbours 
cutting feed and sawing wood, first at one home, then on 
to the next. 

January, 1953 marked another special occasion when 
their son Bill was born in the Baldur Hospital, making 
their family complete. 

The children attended Excelsior School, just one mile 
south, so they were able to walk in the summer. Roads 
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were often blocked in winter so they drove to school with 
the horse and cutter, which the children really enjoyed. 

During the 1950's, they became involved with curling 
in Greenway and Glenora, often going with horses. 
Sundays were often spent with whole families getting 
together for sleigh rides and tobogganing parties. The 
Majors and Wickens families were welcome visitors. 

In 1960, with consolidation, the small school closed 
and the children were bussed to school in Baldur, which 
was a great change. The children really missed the 
country school, their friends and the wonderful times 
they had together. Several families went to school in 
Glenora so the district was split. However, they soon 
made new friends and a new life for them began. Again, 
Odiel became involved in playing ball, and later on, 
coaching. Bill became involved with ball as well. 

During this time, Doris and Odiel cared for a number 
of foster children, among them Joan and Brenda 
Ostrowski, who lived with them about six years and 
became very much a part of their family. Joan now has a 
daughter of her own and lives in Winnipeg, keeping in 
touch with the family. 

The old house on the hill was fast deteriorating and 
how cold it was when those south winter winds blew. In 
the fall of 1963, they moved a new home onto the farm. 
Many evenings were spent by all painting and varnishing. 
One cold evening in December they decided they 
wouldn't spend another cold night in the old house when 
the new one was heated, so everyone got busy and moved 
in enough furniture to spend the night. They'll never 
forget their first Christmas in the new home and how nice 
it was to come home to a warm house. 

Neil and Lynda. Chad and Becky. Troyan righl. 

The children finished their schooling in Baldur. Lynda 
worked for the Royal Bank, then married Neil McDonald 
of Clearwater. They have three children; Chad, Becky 
and Troy. 

Karen worked in Brandon for Manitoba Telephone 
System until she married Dennis Rigaux. They have three 
children; Shawna Lee, Robbie and Tanya, and live in 
Mariapolis. 

Bill works for Burns Foods in Winnipeg. He married 
Rhonda VanCauwenberge and they have a little 
daughter, Leticia Lynn. 

Odiel still enjoys farming and his cattle. He enjoys 
curling in the winter and Belgian bowling in the summer. 
He also enjoys the fastball games of which Bill and 
Dennis are a part. 



Dennis in back. Karen, Robbie and Shawna 
Lee. 

Rhonda, Bill and Leticia. 

THOMAS MILLER FAMILY 

Thomas Miller came to Manitoba in late 1890, to E 32-
4-13 which had been homesteaded by Jesse Monkman. In 
the summer of 1891, his wife Jane and three children, 
Winnie, Nelson and Lulu, a baby, followed him. In 
Ontario he had farmed at Creemore. His first wife, Anne 
Morrison, had passed away leaving him with a little girl, 
Winnie, who was one and one-half years old. She was six 
years old when they came west. Other children of the 
family were Maurice, Ethel, Mabel, Jenny, Reginald and 
Percy. 

Back Row: Percy and Nelson. Front Row: Lulu, Winnie, Jenny and 
Ethel. 

Jane Miller passed away in 1924, at 64 years of age. 
Thomas Miller passed away in 1937 at the age of 87. 

Winnie attended Excelsior School, as did the other 
children, until Huff District was organized in 1898. 
Winnie married Leonard Smith in 1902, and they farmed 
southwest of Baldur until 1907, when they moved to 
Baldur. They resided in Baldur for the remainder of their 
lives. 

Nelson worked with his father for a few years before 
farming on his own. In 1917, he married Eva Thorne, a 
school teacher from Sydney, Man. He bought a farm at 
Firdale, Man. and in the fall they moved there. Their 
children were Lorna, Maurice, Eric, Beth and Philip. Eva 
passed away in 1963, and Nelson in 1964. 

Lulu married Walter Teitsworth and lived at Hartford, 
Mich. She had two step-daughters. She passed away in 
1975. 

Maurice became a teacher and taught near Neelin, 
Wellwood and Nesbitt. He was drowned near Nesbitt on 
July 1,1916. 

Ethel also became a teacher. She taught at Wakopa, 
Wellwood, Rathwell, Brandon and Edmonton. She 
married Carman Parkes. They later retired to Victoria, 
B.C. She passed away in 1971. A son Garth is instructor 
in the R.C.A.F. 

Mabel became a nurse. She married Thos. Foster and 
they resided in Winnipeg. She managed a Maternity 
Nursing Home in Winnipeg for many years. She passed 
away in 1978. 

Jenny married William McLaughlin of Semans, Sask. 
and they farmed until they retired. She is a widow and 
resides in Semans. Their daughter Doris lives in Peace 
River Country, and their son Mervyn lives on the home 
farm. 

Percy farmed at Irma, Alta. where he married 
Kathleen Barse. Their family was Maurice, Katherine and 
Kenneth. Percy now lives at Marengo, Sask. 

JOHN AND ELLEN MILLS FAMILY 

Back Row: Ruth, Susan, Carrie and John. Front Row: Ellen and Sarah. 

John Mills was born in Iceland, and came to Simcoe 
County, Ont. when just a young lad. He married Ellen 
Cornelia Scott, and they had six children; George, Sarah, 
Ellen, Margaret, Ruth and John. Afte hearing favourable 
reports from his brother-in-law in Manitoba, he came out 
to Belmont in the spring of 1888. He worked for 
Drummond Hay, a few miles north of Belmont. In the 
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fall of 1888, near Christmas, his wife and family (the 
youngest being six months old) came by train to Win
nipeg and on out to Glenboro. They were met by Mr. 
Mills and his brother-in-law Bill Scott with a team and 
wagon. While farming south of Belmont three more 
children were born; Charlie, Susan and Caroline. John 
Mills Sr. passed away in 1899, the day his youngest child 
was one year old, and was buried the day his oldest, 
George, was 21. Then the family moved to Woodbine 
School district. Two girls were married while living there. 
Sarah married James Barr, and Ellen married Thomas 
Hill. Then the family went to Clifton Bank School 
district. Charlie, Susan and Carrie attended that school. 
Then they moved back to the Woodbine district. 

In 1913, the family of Ellen Mills, John, Charlie, Ruth, 
Susan and Carrie moved south of Glenboro in the Mimir 
School district on SW 5-6-1 owned by Mrs. E. Dale. 

Margaret married John Lambkin of Belmont and went 
to Roblin, Man. She passed away in 1935. 

Ruth married William Sharp and went as a bride to 
William Mowat's farm east of Glenboro, later they 
moved to the Belmont area and then to Ninette. They had 
two boys, Charlie and Stanley. Ruth died in 1964, and 
Will passed away in 1978. 

John, Charlie, Susan and Carrie moved to Glenboro in 
1942. John worked for Mr. McGorman in the blacksmith 
shop and then for Jim Diehl. He passed away in 1963. 

Charlie worked for Bill Mowat and passed away in 
1952. 

Susie worked for Rev. C.B. Lawson and Mrs. Bert 
Hames and passed away in 1980. 

Carrie worked for Mrs. Keenberg, Mrs. B. Myrdal and 
at the bake shop for 13 1/2 years; also at the Senior 
Citizens Home and is residing in Lyall Park Place, 
Glenboro. 

The Mills home was only half a mile from Mimir 
School, several of the teachers made their boarding place 
at their home. They had many happy times. 

In 1927, the family moved from the Dale farm north to 
the place where Dennis Lecoq now lives. They lived there 
for 15 years. Ellen Mills passed away in 1934; her son 
George in 1953; and her daughter Ellen in 1962. 

ALEXANDER AND 
MARGARET MITCHELL FAMILY 

In 1879, Alex, at the age of nine, came west with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Mitchell, from Lanark 
County, Ont. They settled at Silver Springs, just west of 
La Riviere. Alex married Margaret McLean in 1892. She 
was the daughter of Samuel and Sarah. She came at an 
early age with her parents from Lonesboro County, Ont. 
They moved to Weyburn, Sask., later returning to Baldur 
around 1910. Alex operated the blacksmith shop for 
about 10 years. In 1922, they moved out to their farm, 
east of Baldur. Alex and Margaret belonged to the United 
Church. They had three sons, Clarence, Royden and 
Victor and one daughter, Olive. They also raised 
Margaret's nephew, Thomas, son of Aaron McLean. 

Margaret passed away in January, 1929. Alex passed 
away in July, 1948. 
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Corporal Clarence Mitchell was killed in action III 

1917, at the age of 24. 
Royden married Halldora Gunnlaugson in 1939. They 

farmed in the Baldur district. They have one son, 
Ronald, who married Patricia Reykdal in 1964. They 
have three children, Shelley, Barbara and Robert James. 

Olive Mitchell married Clyde Wray in 1929. They live 
in Toronto, where he is a retired electrician. Their 
children are Margaret (Hansen) and Barrie. 

Victor married Flora Johnson of Baldur in 1948, and 
resided on their farm near Baldur. They have two sons, 
Mel and Glen. Mel is a corporal in the R.C.M.P. and 
presently resides in Yellowknife, N:W.T. He married 
Barbara Blakeney in 1975. Glen married Marlene 
Vandenberghe in 1978, who had two children, Jason and 
Tara-Lee. They reside on their farm east of Baldur. 
Victor passed away in June, 1972. 

Thomas Henry McLean was employed at the Royal 
Bank in Baldur. He passed away in March, 1922, at the 
age of23. 

MITCHELL FAMILY 
OF HILL VIEW FARM 

JIM AND HELEN MITCHELL FAMILY 

Helen and James. 

James Mitchell (Jim) was born at Yetholm, Scotland in 
May, 1878. He came to Canada in 1906, homesteaded 
and had a butcher shop at Bladworth, Sask. for a few 
years. He returned to Scotland in the fall of 1912, and 
became engaged to Helen Hutson Keddie, a friend of 
school days, who was born in Melrose in May, 1882. 
They were married Feb. 28, 1913, in Melrose by the Rev. 
Hugh Stevenson and Jim then brought his bride to 
Canada. 

Travel across the Atlantic at that time was by ocean 
liner of course and the crossing then took from two to 
three weeks. Many succumbed to violent attacks of sea
sickness, while the most robust engaged in games and 
entertainment provided. No doubt, many were very 
homesick, leaving their family and friends for a new life 
in a strange land. 



Jim chose to settle in Moosomin, Sask. for a couple of 
years, working as a butcher, before moving to Brandon, 
Man. to operate a grocery store on 10th Street for a few 
years. Their first child, Wilma Mallen, was born in 
January, 1915, while they were there. 

From Brandon they journeyed to lie des Chenes, south 
of Winnipeg, to farm. The wanderlust still with them, in 
a few years they bought land south of Brandon from Mr. 
Hugh Courtice in the fall of 1919. It was here that their 
second daughter, Helen Georgia, was born in June, 1920. 
However, through the years she was nicknamed June by 
so many that she had June prefixed to her name even
tually. 

In the spring of 1921, they sold the farm to Lawrence 
Courtice and went back to Scotland to visit for three 
months. 

On their return to Canada, they settled in Winnipeg 
and operated a grocery store in East Kildonan. It was 
from here that they moved to the Kilgour Farm located 
one and one-half miles north of Greenway. They arrived 
at Hill View Farm with their two daughters, Wilma and 
June, in the spring of 1923, having traded their grocery 
store in Winnipeg for this farm owned by Howard 
Kilgour. 

They farmed here for 17 years, working hard, always 
with the help of a hired man from the Immigration Office 
in Winnipeg. The hired help would come out by train. 
They were paid $5.00 a month by the Government and 
the farmers were paid $5.00 a month for their board and 
room. Sometimes their stay was short as they found the 
work too hard or did not like farming. 

The Mitchells enjoyed the social life of the district and 
took part in all community affairs and events. Jim was 
the Elder and Clerk of Session of the Greenway United 
Church for many years and Helen was a faithful member 
of the church and Ladies Aid. They had brought a 'player 
piano' with them to Hill View and, along with their 
friends and neighbours, enjoyed many a musical evening 
or afternoon. 

The high two-storey frame house with large attic, two 
verandas at the front and one at the back, stood high on 
the hill where Walter Parsonage, Jr. has built a new 
home. Thus situated, the house lent itself to the fervor of 
all storms, of which Jim and his wife were fearful, never 
having experienced 'the like' in Scotland. Many windows 
were broken through the years with wind and hail and the 
Mitchell family received lots of good natured ribbing 
about the nights they spent in the basement. Jim planted 
the grove of trees west of the Parsonage house now and 
he would have liked them to have been that high then for 
protection. 

They were blessed with many good neighbours who lent 
a ready hand in times of need or sickness. Those families 
living nearby were the Stones, Mowats, Conibears, 
Vickers, Parsonages, Lodges and Ramages. Many good 
times were had visiting back and forth for meals or a 
game of cards, during which many a pan of homemade 
candy was consumed. Neighbours worked back and forth 
at threshing time, wood sawing bees, and the women 
were kept busy preparing meals and lunches. 

Wilma and June received their public school education 
at Greenway. They remember especially the Christmas 

concerts and the march from the school to the hall for the 
final practice two or three days before the big event. The 
pupils were arrayed in a new outfit, often homemade, if 
not from Eaton's catalogue and these outfits were 
destined to be their 'Sunday Best' for the ensuing year. 
They also attended Sunday School, church and sang in 
the choir, enjoyed skating, ball games, curling and 
dancing. Wilma recalls the fun at practices for many 
three-act plays which made good entertainment then, 
interspersed with a good show when the Chautauqua 
came to town and, later, the picture shows in Baldur. 
Dances were well attended and enjoyed while the young 
children slept, oblivious to it all, under the grand piano. 
Sometimes the dance floor was cleared for Mrs. Tom 
Vickers and Jim to dance the highland fling. 

For their high school education, Wilma and June had 
to 'bach' or board through the week in Baldur. Wilma 
recalls often acquiring a ride with the minister and livery 
man after church Sunday afternoons to go back to 
Baldur for the week. Often when baching, supplies ran 
low by the end of the week and, if their 'kitty' allowed, 
they were augmented by perhaps 15¢ bologna from the 
butcher shop. They did appreciate being asked out for a 
meal sometimes. 

On Sept. 20, 1939, the Mitchells held an auction sale 
and sold the farm to Walter Parsonage Sr. They moved 
to the west coast, seeking a better climate for Jim's 
rheumatism. They went to Mission city, then to Marpole 
district in Vancouver where Jim resumed the butcher 
trade but, before long a house was bought in Mission 
City and Jim continued his trade there. 

Jim retired in the late fifties and they enjoyed their 
retirement in Mission City until Helen's sudden death on 
April 4, 1959. It was then Jim sold their home in Mission 
City and alternated summer and winter months between 
his two daughters' homes until he was no longer able for 
the train trip back and forth. He spent the remainder of 
his years in Matson Lodge and Sandringham Nursing 
Home in Vicotria. He was active up to the last, enjoying 
fair health and his walks and car rides with old-time 
friends. He passed away on Jan. 5, 1972. Both Jim and 
Helen are laid to rest in the Hatzic Cemetery, a very 
peaceful spot near Mission City, B.C. 

Wilma and June. 

In April, 1934, Wilma left Greenway to train as a nurse 
at the Brandon General Hospital. She graduated in 1937, 
and continued working on staff there. Wilma resigned 
working for the hospital in the fall of 1943, and married 
Ernest Nicol, a farmer in the Brandon Hills district, on 
November 4, and they lived there until May, 1979, when 
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they retired to Brandon. They have three children, 
Lynne, Glen and Terry. 

June married Arthur Blackmore at Rivers on Oct. 29, 
1955, and taught school in Brandon for one year while 
Art was stationed at Rivers in the Air Force, then they 
moved back to Victoria where Art worked as a fireman 
and June continued teaching, except for a few years off 
until their son, Morris, reached kindergarten age. 
Following their divorce in 1964, June continued her 
teaching career at Campus View School and is still there. 
On May 20, 1978 June married William (Scotty) Armit, a 
retired Chief Petty Officer in the Navy. He is now 
working with the Federal Government. 

LOU AND MARY 
MONDOR FAMILY 

Gaspac Mondor was born in Quebec in the early 
1840's. He came to Mariapolis, Man. He married and 
had two children, Joe and Rose Ann. His first wife died 
and later he married Julie Boiteau. They had four 
children, Phil, Jack, Lou, and Caroline. Julie also passed 
away and he married for the third time. They had one 
child Alphonse. His third wife also passed away. 

Gaspac later decided to move to Winnipeg to live. He 
went into the bush and cut four sets of skids to pull his 
shack with. He loaded up enough hay and oats for his 
four horses. On a Sunday afternoon, he bid farewell to 
his family and set off on his journey. The first day he 
made it to Somerset. The trip took him four days. He 
also wore out the four sets of skids. He settled near the 
Red River. He used to cut wood for a living and also 
helped dig the basement for the Hudson Bay Co. He 
married for the fourth time, but she also died. In 1939, he 
died at the age of 99 years. 

Gaspac's first son Joe had 12 children, Phil had 8 
children, Jack had 2, and Caroline had 5. Lou had eight 
children. 

Lou was born in St. Alphonse in 1888. He met and 
married Mary Louise Desroche, daughter of Pierre 
Micesse Desroche and Emilie J olys. Mary was born in 
Mariapolis on Oct. 29, 1887. Lou and Mary farmed E 15-
4-12. They had eight children: Mary, Minnie, Nora, 
Tonette, Nelda, Albert, MaIda, and Beatrice. Lou 
Mondor passed away May 29, 1949, at the age of 61. 
Mary Louise Mondor passed away on May 19, 1979, at 
the age of 93. 

The eldest child, Mary, was born in Mariapolis on Oct. 
16, 1907. Mary stayed at home until she married Bill 
Collins on March 17, 1928. They had two children: 
Jeanette, who married Lloyd Gudnason and they have 
four children Daryl, Elana, Eric and Lynette; and Ray, 
who married and has one child Troy. Bill and Mary lived 
at Glenora for awhile. Later Mary married Jules St. 
Mares. They reside in Winnipeg and are now retired. 

Mary Rose Anglea (Minnie) was born at Mariapolis on 
Oct. 28, 1908. She worked on the farm doing chores and 
milking, until she married William (Bill) Delorme on 
Nov. 7, 1928. They worked for Jim Balfor at Pilot 
Mound for two years and then for Willard Pollock for 
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Back Row: Minnie, Nora, Mary and MaIda. Front Row: Nelda, 
Tonette, and Beatrice. 

about ten years. They then moved to town where Minnie 
worked as a cook in the Pilot Mound Hotel for seven 
years and then at Prairie View Lodge for thirteen years. 
Bill worked on the C.P.R. for 20 years and then retired. 
At present, Minnie is doing home care. They had two 
children: a son Murray was born on July 11, 1935, and 
died on March 26, 1937 as a result of burns; and a 
daughter Patricia, (Mrs. Ivan Hunter) who was born in 
St. Boniface on Dec. 1, 1939. 

Nora was born in Mariapolis in 1911. She worked for 
Mrs. Black and Mrs. Grassick, also for Tina Messer in 
Regina, Sask. She moved to Toronto and there she met 
and married Dane Glover. They had one daughter 
Frances, (Mrs. Pete Masguard) born in 1938. Nora's 
husband Dane was killed in an auto accident. Nora is 
retired and maintains her own home in the Toronto area. 

Tonette was born in Dry River in 1914. She worked for 
the Kesters and Beeches. Tonette married Gordon Trann 
and they had one son, Oliver. 

Nelda was born in Dry River on July 1, 1916. She 
worked out at odd jobs until she married Edward Ceasar. 
They had no children. Edward died in 1945, from 
tuberculosis. Nelda worked at a bakery for many years 
and now is employed in a restaurant. She keeps house for 
Arnold Stagfield. 

Albert was born in Dry River in March, 1918. He died 
at the age of two and one half years, of pneumonia, in 
April,1921. 

MaIda was born in Dry River on Nov. 18, 1922. She 
worked out at various places. She met and married Bill 
Loewen and they moved to Chicago in 1941. They have 
two daughters, Deanne and Laurie. Bill works for 
General Motors and MaIda works in an insurance office. 
She likes to step-dance. 

Beatrice, the youngest, was born in Dry River, on Nov. 
23, 1925. She worked in Winnipeg and later married 
Herb Shane who was in the Navy. They moved to 
Vancouver and had four children, Linda, Brian, Guy, 
and Betty. In 1961, tragedy struck this family. Beatrice 
passed away due to cancer at the age of 35, leaving four 
small children. Herb's mother assisted in raising the 
children. A few short years later, Herb passed away. 



LOUIS AND LOUISE MONDOR 
FAMILY 

Louis and Louise Mondor rented E 15-4-12 in 1913. 
They had seven children: Mary, Minnie, Nora, Toinette, 
Nelda, Albert, MaIda and Beatrice. 

Mary was born in Mariapolis in 1907, and attended 
Dry River School. She married Julian St. Mars and they 
have two children. 

Minnie was born in 1909, and married Bill Delorme 
(well known fiddler). They had two children, Murray 
(deceased) and a daughter, Pat. 

Nora was born in 1911. She married Dave Glover (now 
deceased). They had one daughter, Frances. Nora resides 
in Pickering, Ont. . . 

Toinette was born in 1914. She marrIed Charles LewIn 
(deceased) and she resides in Winnipeg. They had one 
son. 

Nelda was born in 1915. She married Edward Ceasar 
(deceased). Nelda also resides in Winnipeg. . 

Albert, the only son, died at two years of age In 1921. 
MaIda was born in 1923. She married Bill Lewin. They 

reside in Chicago and have two daughters. 
Beatrice was born in 1927. She married Herb Shean. 

They had four children, two girls and two boys. Beatrice 
died in 1960, at which time Toinette raised the girls and 
Herb's mother raised the boys. 

The family have many happy memories of picnics and 
school days in Dry River district. 

Louis Mondor died May 29, 1949, and Louise died 
May 19, 1979. 

ROBERT AND ISOBELLE MOORE 
FAMILY 

Robert and Isabella. 

Robert Francis Moore was born in 1877, in Clarina 
County, Limerick, Ireland. He came to Canada in 1903, 
to his sister, Mrs. Robert (Bob) Cobbe. Landing in 
Winnipeg, he recalled that lots were selling along Portage 
Avenue for the sum of $10. 

He worked in the Argyle district until 1910, when he 
rented a farm in the R.M. of Strathcona, NW 23-6-15. 

In 1911, he sent for Isobelle Hadnett of Tipperary, 
Ireland, who became his bride in June of that year in the 
St. Mark's Anglican Church in Baldur. In 1913, they 
moved with their wee daughter to NW 7-5-13 in the R.M. 
of Argyle. They arrived in the Victoria Church area in 

1916, where he purchased NW 12-6-15 in the R.M. of 
Strathcona. In 1923, they moved to NE 12-6-15 in the 
same municipality, which their son, Albert, later bought. 
They moved to the Ami Sveinson homestead, 23-6-14 in 
the R.M. of Argyle in 1942, which their son Lloyd later 
bought. 

In 1904, Bob helped with the building of Victoria 
Church. Isobelle often recalled the fowl suppers at the 
church where she and the other ladies of the area supplied 
chicken and pies, and tried to keep things warm between 
home and church. While the meals were in progress, 
some of the family would be outside jacking up the 
Model 'T' to keep it running so that it would not freeze 
up in the cold weather. The family also recalled the good 
concerts held after the supper and at Christmas. It may 
be noted that the suppers sold for 50G: and in the 
depression years it was arranged that large families could 
all eat for the sum of $2.00. 

The Moore Family consisted of one daughter, 
Florence, and four sons, Albert, Orval, Lloyd, and 
Richard. One daughter, Vivian, died in infancy in 1920. 
There are 16 grandchildren and 27 great-grandchildren. 

Bob and Isobelle moved to Glenboro in the fall of 
1949. They were faithful church members and their social 
activities centred around their family and friends in the 
Mimir and Hecla communities. Bob passed away in July, 
1968. Isobelle passed away in May, 1977. 

Florence, the eldest daughter of Bob and Isobelle, was 
born near Baldur. She attended school at Belmont, 
Mimir and Stockton. She married Melville Moore and 
lived with her husband, a daughter, Joyce, and two sons, 
Dennis and Robert at Lemberg, Sask. When Melville 
passed away, Florence, with her family, moved to Fort 
Qu' Appelle. She worked for 15 years at the Tuberculosis 
Sanatorium as a nurse's aid. Florence is now married to 
Ken McDonald and is active in churches and lodges. She 
and her husband enjoy the senior citizen's activities and 
spend their winters in Florida. 

ALBERT AND MARY MOORE 
FAMILY 

Albert, the eldest son of Robert and Isabella Moore, 
was born Jan. 11, 1914, in the R.M. of Argyle on NW 7-
5-13. When two years old, his parents and older sister 
moved to NW 12-6-15 in the R.M. of Strathcona, where 
he attended Belmont School. In 1922, the family moved 
to NE 12-6-15, where Albert attended Mimir School. In 
1942, his parents and their family moved to the former 
Ami Sveinson farm in Argyle, but he remained and 
rented 12-6-15, until 1948, when he purchased it from the 
Halldor Magnusson Estate. He rented the property to 
Evan and Jim Jones for three years while he trucked 
grain and gravel in the summer months and worked for 
Western Packers in Winnipeg, during the winter months. 
In 1949, he married Mary Williams of Wawanesa, in 
Winnipeg, and lived there until 1951, when they moved to 
his farm and farmed it until the spring of 1977. Due to 
Ab's ill health, they retired to Glenboro, renting the farm 
until 1981, when they sold it to Vitus Theverer of Quebec. 
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Albert's wife Mary was born in Carroll, Man., the only 
daughter of Hubert and Nellie Williams. She received her 
education in Carroll, Cypress River and Wawanesa. She 
attended Winnipeg Normal School and taught in Chater, 
Oak River, Methven, Belmont and Glenboro Schools. 
She moved to Winnipeg and was employed by the late Dr. 
Robert Black until her marriage. 

Albert and Mary had four children: Alary Louise, 
stillborn in 1951; Marilyn Louise, born in 1954 and Kerry 
Anne and Kevin Albert, born in 1956. 

Marilyn attended and completed her education in 
Glenboro and was active in 4-H during those years. In 
1972, she moved to Winnipeg, obtained a position with 
the Royal Bank of Canada, with which she is still em
ployed. In 1975 she married Larry Smikles, eldest son of 
Steve and the late Teenie of Arborg. Larry is employed 
with Northern Telecommunications. They reside in 
Charleswood. 

Kerry attended Glenboro School and completed her 
education there, during which time she was involved in 4-
H. In 1974 she moved to Winnipeg, where she was 
employed with the Royal Bank of Canada. In 1977, she 
married Gordon Yeo, youngest son of Doug and Millie 
Yeo of Cypress River. Summer Alary was born to them in 
1979 in Bracebridge, Ont. Gordon is a pipeline employee, 
so they move about, but Oak Bluff is their home. 

Kevin finished his education in Glenboro and remained 
at home and helped his dad farm, as well as being em
ployed by the R.M. of Strathcona, Baldur Motel and 
Glenboro Co-op. He moved to Glenboro with his parents 
and was employed by the Co-op in Glenboro. In 1978, he 
moved to Red Deer and worked for his cousin Bob 
Moore, returning the following year, to work with Jim 
Withers and family of Wawanesa, who were engaged in 
custom combining in the Southern States. In 1979, he 
moved to Winnipeg, where he was employed by C.N.R. 
At present he is working for Northern Telecom
munications. 

During Ab and Mary's farming years, they raised beef 
cattle, then added a dairy herd of purebred Ayrshire and 
Holsteins. They built a new barn in 1965. The years they 
were hailed out and dried out, they were thankful for 
their flocks of turkeys. 

LLOYD AND AGNES MOORE FAMILY 

Robert Lloyd Moore was born in the R.M. of 
Strathcona in March, 1921. He was the third son of 
Robert and Isabella Moore. 

The family moved to the farm, which his brother Ab 
later owned, when Lloyd was two years old. Lloyd at
tended Mimir School. 

In 1942, the family moved to the Arni Sveinson 
homestead, on 23-6-14, in the R.M. of Argyle. Lloyd 
helped his father farm the land and he purchased it from 
his father in 1949. He married Agnes Hunter of Baldur in 
June, 1949. 

Agnes was born in Baldur, the daughter of Oliver and 
Edith Hunter. She received her education in Baldur with , 
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the exception of one year spent in Regina. She enjoyed all 
school activities, 4-H and the church choir; being ever 
grateful to the guidance of Miss Bateman in music. She 
moved with her mother to Winnipeg, in 1947, and was 
employed with the Royal Bank of Canada until her 
marriage. 

Lloyd and Agnes were active members of the Hecla 
community and also Glenboro. How well they enjoyed 
the annual Hecla School picnics at the 'Jewsburys'! 

In 1969, they purchased a grocery store from D. 
McKay in Glenboro, which they operated for five years. 

Moving to Glenboro in 1970, Lloyd kept farming until 
1972, and sold out in 1978. He worked for four years at 
the Spruce Woods Provincial Park and is now employed 
with Manitoba Crop Insurance. He is also on his second 
term with the Village Council. 

Lloyd and Agnes had two children. 
Perry Glen, attended Hecla and Glenboro schools. He 

passed away in October, 1967, at age 16, due to a farm 
accident. 

Marla Aline was born in 1953. She attended Hecla and 
Glenboro Schools. She was active in all school activities, 
4-H and music. She worked in Winnipeg at Sony Inc., 
Deer Lodge Hospital and as receptionist for Dr. L.R. 
Coke. In September, 1974, she married Donald Taylor, 
R.C.M.P., son of Mac and Merle Taylor of Brandon. 
They have two sons; Robert James, born in August, 
1976, and Colin Glen, born in April, 1980. They live in 
Saskatchewan. 

RICHARD (DICK) AND GRACE MOORE 
FAMILY 

Dick was born on NE 12-6-15 in the R.M. of Strath
cona. 

Dick and Grace were married in October of 1946, at 
Selkirk, Man. Grace had come from Arnes, Man. in 
1945, to teach at Frey School. 

In the spring of 1946, they rented the (old) Walter 
Sveinson farm, NE 22-6-14, from a mortgage company, 
and in 1950, bought the farm. They farmed there from 
1946 to November, 1954. The farm proved not large 
enough to support a family and land was not available to 
increase their holdings. 

In 1954, they moved to St. James where Dick worked 
for a short time for Eatons. He then worked in direct 
selling, including considerable time with London Life 
Insurance where he gained knowledge in the field of 
accounting. From 1962, to present, Dick has worked as 
secretary-treasurer in rural municipalities. Grace teaches 
kindergarten at the Manitou Primary School. 

Dick and Grace were blessed with four children, Mark, 
Dwight, Gwenda and Derrick. 

OVILA AND MERALDA MORIN FAMILY 

Ovila Morin, son of Auguste Morin (1851-1933) and 



Emma Jeansonna (1856-1912), was born in St. Alphonse, 
Que. The family came to Manitoba a~d settled in 
Mariapolis, formerly called St. Alphonse, III 1891, when 
Ovila was 14. 

Ovila's wife, Meralda Lussier (1881-1956) was born in 
Marieville, Que. and came to Mariapolis in 1890. Her 
father, Louis Lussier, was born in Boucherville, Que. in 
1850. Her mother, Julie Houde, was born in Marieville, 
Que. in 1855. 

Ovila and Meralda had 11 children. 
Marie was a Sister of the Precious Blood in St. 

Boniface. 
Charles, born in 1903, was a farmer. He married Ella 

Lussier. He retired in Baldur. He passed away in 1974. 
They had 10 children. Andrea married Clifford Swenson 
of St. Boniface. Charlotte married William Kowalke and 
their children are Darlene, Dale, Brenda and Gail. Mona 
married Leo Wood and their children are Debra, 
Gregory, Bradely, Kelly and Shelly. Antoine married 
Viola Rheault. Their children are; Robert, married 
Darlene Shirley Dawning and they have one child, Heath. 
Elaine married Wayne Albert Cameron and they have 
one child, Charla; Evan; Claud; and Marshal. Yvette 
married Romeo Hebert and their children are Ronald, 
Marc, Dianne and Marie. Leo married Yvette Labossiere 
and their children are Carol, Michel, Jeannette, Rheal, 
Jacqueline and Susan. Rene married Levia Paulecavishe 
and their children are Ebony-Rae, Dylan Dean, Brent, 
Lyles and Blair. Marie married William MacKenzie. 
Andre married Laura Tetreault and their children are 
Brigitte, Darral and Darren. Lorraine married Rene 
Dousselaere and they have one child, Randie. 

Nora, born in 1905, married Georges Fraser, and 
passed away in 1962. 

Delima is a Sister of Saint Joseph in St. Joseph. 
Eva, a Sister of St. Joseph, was a missionary in 

Lesotho, Africa for 30 years. She lived in St. Joseph for 
three years and died on Feb. 25, 1980. 

Joseph was born in 1910. He was a farmer and married 
Yvonne Desrosiers. He retired to Somerset and died in 
1974. They had four children. Denise married Bernard 
Mroske and their two children are Cameron and Kerrie. 
Therese married Robin Gison. Monique married Donald 
Ramage. Denis lives in Somerset. 

Marisanne married Conrad Bouvier, a storekeeper, 
who is retired in St. Vital. They have five children. 
U:opold married Adele Manaigre and have three 
children, Guy, Michelle and Gerald. Marie married 
Raymond Legal. Their one child, Mireille married Gerry 
Baernaerts and they have one child, Danielle. Their other 
children are Renee, Gilles, Marcel, Emile and Renald. 
Huguette married Germain Manaigre and have two 
children, Marcel and Monique. Louis married Yvette 
Levasseur and their two children are Daniel and Joanne. 
Myriam married Tom Price. 

Gabrielle is a Sister of Saint Joseph in St. Boniface. 
Louis is a Pastor of St. Joseph. 
Aime married Angele Rogg. He is a retired farmer. He 

now cooks in St. Boniface. 
Aurelie married Emilian Fiola in Mariapolis. Their 

children are Luc, Monique, Laurette, Agnes, Jean-Paul 
and Robert. 

JOSEPH AND ANNA MORRIS FAMILY 

Anna and Joe at head of table in the dining room of the Baldur Hotel. 

Joseph, or Joe, as he was called, was born in London, 
England. He had been in the Imperial Army for 11 years 
serving in England, Ireland, India and South Africa. His 
regiment, the Third Dragoon Guards, was cavalry and 
Joe spent much of his service, training horses. In South 
Africa, he took part in the Musical Ride and later they 
were winners in the World Competition in London's 
Agriculture Hall. 

Joe's wife, Anna, was born in Karlstad, Sweden, but 
she went to London to take an apprenticeship in cooking. 
She put this training to good use in the hotel, and 
travellers drove for miles to enjoy her meals. 

Joe had a great dream to go farming. When he was a 
boy, he had come to Stratford, Ont. with Lady Mc
Pherson's School for Farming, hoping to obtain a farm 
to support his widowed mother, younger brothers and 
sisters. After two years of working for $5.00 a month on 
farms, he took a cattle boat back to England. 

Joe and Anna came to Winnipeg to hire out as a 
farmer's helper, but the farmer was not at the train to 
meet them. The hotel, where they went to stay, needed 
someone to cook, as the wife of the hotelman was sick. 
That was the beginning of the hotel business. They had a 
hotel in Crystal City for two years. Then Joe started 
thinking about a farm again. He bought some purebred 
shorthorn cattle and had a chance to buy a farm at 
Glenora. They settled on the farm and cleared land and 
put in a crop, beside raising cattle. They were there for 
seven years and they had one bumper crop, one hailed 
out, one rusted out, one burnt out and two average crops. 

Anna was not too happy with farm life. The Chester 
House in Baldur became empty and the travellers were 
pleading with them to take it over, as many of them were 
going to the farm to stop. They traded the shorthorn 
cattle for the Chester House in 1911. Joe and Anna 
enlarged their newly acquired building and called it the 
Baldur Hotel. 

Joe was made fire chief in Baldur. The fire brigade had 
a chemical fire engine and hoses and a bucket brigade. 
An engineer in town looked after the chemical engine. 
They had regular drills and some bush fires, but only one 
house fire, in the 12 years Joe was there. It was a house in 
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the north end of town that caught fire. Joe had to call the 
engineer and then the janitor, so he could ring the school 
bell. The army was training in Baldur at that time, so the 
Colonel brought his recruits to help the bucket brigade 
and the people of the town, who all came to fight the 
blaze. 

Joe and Anna had five children. The twins, Hilda and 
Signa, and Joe were born on the farm and Jim and 
Frances were born in the hotel. 

For special Sunday outings in the summer, Joe would 
hire a team of horses and a democrat, to take the family 
to Rock Lake, where their friend, Joe Morrison owned 
land. A waterfront lot was set aside for a resort hotel that 
Joe and Anna planned to build. 

At the beginning of WWI, the land boomed, but then 
came conscription and the army took over the hotel. 
When it was too cold to train outside in the schoolyard, 
the men drilled in the hotel poolroom and large sam
pleroom, which was used by the travellers to display their 
wares. 

After the sorrow and tragedy of the war, the influenza 
epidemic swept the country and Baldur was put under 
quarantine. Joe was made quarantine marshal and he had 
to meet the train to stop people from getting off. The 
travellers thought he was coming to meet them. It was a 
tragic time for the town people. None of the Morris 
family got the flu, even though they nursed one traveller, 
who became sick while in the hotel. The school was set up 
as a hospital and help came from Winnipeg. 

Before the flu came, the town people had been 
rehearsing a play and afterwards they could not carryon 
with it, as sickness and death had affected so many of the 
actors. The town felt that the people needed some en
tertainment, so they tried to arrange a program. Joe had 
trained in gymnastics, when he was in the army and the 
committee asked if he could do something to entertain. A 
farmer friend, Sydney Richard Dearsley Sr., had been a 
boxer, so Joe gave him a few lessons in fencing. They 
practised in the barn, but when they were having coffee in 
the house, the farmer wanted some extra pointers, and 
Joe went to demonstrate with his fencing stick. He forgot 
where he was and knocked down the stove pipes from the 
burning fire. They grabbed their mitts and put the hot 
pipes together again. The fencing show went over well, 
and then Joe demonstrated the cavalry Sword Drill and 
the Lance Drill. 

In March, 1922, Anna became sick. She developed 
pneumonia and there was nothing the doctor could do to 
save her. Joe tried to carryon with the hotel after her 
death, but he realized he could not do it, so he sold it 
within the year. He tried other jobs and then moved to 
Vancouver, B.C., where he lived until the age of 95. 

All the children are living in Vancouver. Hilda married 
John Dyer and had two girls, Florence and Gwen. 

Signa married Albert Ovens and their children were 
Verl, Karen and Bain. 

Joe married Stefanie Olson and they had two boys and 
one girl, Wayne, Barry and Dale. 

Jim married Isobel Vincent and had four girls, Jean, 
Nancy, Coro and Sollena. 

Frances married John Cullen and they have four 
childen, Jim, Jerry, Gloria and Linda. 
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Hilda, Jim, Joe Jr. and Signe. 

GEORGE AND JEMIMA MORRISON 
FAMILY 

Back Row: George Jr., Mac and George Sr. Front Row: Tom, John, 
Jemima, Eddie and Janet. 

George Morrison was born in Scotland on March 25, 
1871. Jemima Janet Watson was born in Scotland on 
April 21, 1878. 

George and Jemima were married in Scotland on 
March 11, 1903. They set sail for Canada and finally 
landed in Baldur, Man. At the train were Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Aikens. Knowing they were strangers, they asked 
Jemima and George to come home with them. Mrs. 
Aikens showed Jemima how to keep house and cook, as 
Jemima was a lady-in-waiting at Haddo House in 
Scotland, so had no idea of the habits in Canada. She 
stayed with the Aikens for a week or 10 days, then went 
with her husband, George, to Billy Aikens, who was a 
bachelor. The buildings were in the northeast part of 
where Jimmy McKenzie now lives. 

George worked for different farmers, including the late 



Charlie Hamilton and Amos Ward. Eventually George 
and Jemima moved to a farm known as Jim Strang's 
farm, where the same buildings still stand and Mr. and 
Mrs. Aime Boulet now live. 

George walked behind a walking plow drawn by four 
horses to break the sod. 

George, their eldest son, was born on Feb. 3, 1904. 
Isabelle was born on April 27, 1905. Jemima told of 
George having 90 acres of wheat sown when a foot of 
snow came that year. Mac was born on March 12, 1907. 
Janet was born on Dec. 15, 1908. Margaret was born on 
Oct. 15, 1910. Tommy was born on June 16, 1913. John 
was born on Oct. 25, 1915. He passed away in 1933. Ed 
was born on Nov. 9, 1919. 

The family moved to Andrew Embury's farm in 1915. 
They lived there for two years and the crop was com
pletely hailed out both years. The hailstones were so large 
they killed Jemima's tame ducks on the pond. The ice 
from the hailstorm was so deep, the steam engine and 
separator had to be hauled off the field by six horses. One 
horse died from this ordeal. After the misfortune of 
being hailed out, George had an auction sale. 

Then they moved to the farm where Stuart Gordon 
now lives. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gordon went to Ontario 
the first winter they were there. George and Jemima 
looked after his cows and horses. George, Isabelle, Mac 
and Janet went to Welsh School from there. 

In the spring of 1918, George and Jemima and family 
moved to the Dr. Cleghorn farm, the next section north 
of the Gordon's, three and one-half miles west of Baldur. 
The children went to Tiger Hills School as George had 
that farm for 22 years. One of their teachers was the late 
Mrs. Charlie Day. That was when the Boys' and Girls' 
Club began and she taught the children to crochet. 
Isabelle made a doily, under her careful guidance and got 
first prize at Carman Fair. 

Jemima was a great gardener and saw to it that the 
children helped her with the planting and hoeing. Dr. 
Cleghorn Sr. used to sow potatoes at the farm, too. 
Jemima used to give Dr. Cleghorn green onions from the 
multiplier onions and he used to say to her "there is no 
better medicine than green onions". As many as six two
bushel bags of carrots were stored in the old dirt cellar, 
also quite a few yellow globe onions, potatoes, turnips, 
and cabbage; enough vegetables for the winter. They 
milked cows, separated the milk in the cream separator 
and made their own butter. They took the cream in five
gallon cans to the creamery in Baldur. They sold eggs by 
the 12 and 15 dozen crates. Jemima raised chickens, as 
many as 300 each year. The family was saddened before 
leaving this farm by the passing of their wonderful 
mother in 1931. 

In 1933, they moved to the John Clark estate, where 
they farmed until 1945. George cut the crop, George Jr., 
Isabelle, Tommy, Janet and Margaret stooked the field. 
The stooks were made into round stacks and the steam 
engine and separator moved from farm to farm and 
threshed the stacks into grain .. They hauled the grain to 
the granary in a wagon box, then shovelled it off. The 
threshers slept in cabooses in the yard at night. There 
used to be 15 to 20 men on a threshing crew. After a few 
years of doing manual labour, the girls hired out to help 

Margaret and Isabelle. 

busy farm women. 
George Sr. retired to Mission City, B.C. in 1945 where 

he lived until his death in 1961. 
Isabelle married Peter Spring on March 7, 1934. They 

live in Belmont. They have three children, Inez Spurril of 
Dunrea, Elgin of Germany and Marguerite of the United 
States. 

George married Doris Hayes in 1938. They have two 
boys, Glen and John, both of Cypress River. 

Mac married at British Columbia and passed away in 
1978. They had one boy and two girls. 

Janet married Morley Tosh of Glenboro in 1935 (see 
Tosh). 

Margaret married Alex McLaren of Neelin in 1939 (see 
McLaren). 

Tom married at British Columbia. 
Edwin lives at Vanderhoof, B.C. He works for a 

farmer. 
The descendents of George and Jemima have many 

memories of hardworking and devoted parents. 

GEORGE JR. AND DORIS 
MORRISON FAMILY 

George Sr., Glenn and George Jr. 
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George was born on Feb. 3, 1904, the eldest of the 
eight children of George Morrison Sr. and his wife 
Jemima Janet Watson .. 

George married Dons Hayes, daughter of Lafayette 
and Irene Hayes, on Oct. 2, 1940. After George and 
Doris were married, they m~ved west of Baldur. Doris' 
mother Irene Hayes, went with them, to SE 6-5-14, then 
owned by Ed Matchett, now the home of Marcel Baete. 

Then in the fail of 1946, the Morrisons and Irene 
Hayes returned to the old Hayes farm. again, which had 
been rented to the Jansen brothers for SIX years. 

George and Doris have two sons, Glenn Edwin, born 
on March 16, 1943, and John Alexander, born on Nov. 

27,1951. " 
The Hayes old log house, added to dunng the years, IS 

still there, though vandals are wrecki~g i~ and destroying 
any contents. A new house was bUIlt In 1965, on the 
fa m the dream of Irene Hayes, who however was never 
to r li~e in it. Irene was brought up a Methodist .but in 
1959, joined the Lutheran Church at Bru. Dons and 
George also joined the Lutheran Church. Bot~ Glen? and 
John attended Sunday School and were confirmed In the 
Lutheran Church at Bru. . " . 

In 1971, Doris accepted a p~sltIOn with the CarnatIon 
Food Co. at Carberry, haVIng rented the farm to 
Lawrence Van Damme. . 

George suffered a st~oke In D.ecember, 1972, and has 
been hospitalized ever SInce. Dons moved the house from 
the farm into Cypress River in Augu.st, 1976, where it ,:as 
more convenient for her. She retired from CarnatIOn 
Foods on March 1, 1981. 

Doris still owns the land homesteaded by her father, 
SW 10-6-13 and the 13 acres as a lane. John owns SW 3-

6-13. D . f C R' Glenn married Theresa esroslers 0 ypress Iver on 
April 8 1967. They own and operate the Highway Service 
Station' on No.2 highway at Cypress River. They have 
two sons; Keith Michael, born June 30, 1972; and Mark 
Edwin born July 13, 1974. 

Joh~ is a leased operator, trucking out of Winnipeg for 
the Kleysen Transport Company. He makes his h~me in 
Cypress River, when off the road, and to date IS un-

married. 
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WILLIAM AND CATHERINE 
MOWAT FAMILY 

William and Catherine 

William was born at Ottawa, on Aug. 29, 1866. There 
were six boys and one girl in their family. Their father 
died at an early age. 

William came west and worked on the railway in the 
U.S.A. for one or two summers, returning home in the 
winters to Ottawa. 

In 1886, he came to Manitoba and worked on a survey 
gang. He bought his first farm at Glenboro, NE 31-6-13 
and NW 32-6-13 in Argyle Municipality. He built 
buildings, broke land and worked on the building of the 
C.N.R. by Greenway. The C.N.R. camp was east of 
Greenway where a spring ran out of the bank. So the men 
worked as far as possible each way from the water 
supply. Another item of interest that William told; the 
paymaster drove a peppy team from Winnipeg office to 
bring wages for and made this trip in one day. 

When William was travelling back to his farm at 
Glenboro, he spotted E 23-5-13, and kept it in mind. 
Some time in 1900, he bought this half section from the 
C.P .R. He broke some land on it while still living near 
Glenboro. 

William married Catherine Wilke in late 1890. They 
farmed at Glenboro and also broke more land on the 
farm at Greenway. 

Back Row: Wishart, Tom, William Sr., Milton Sandercock, Bill. Centre 
Row: Anne, Catherine, Mary, Dorothy with MaryAnn in arms, 
Frances. Front Row: Grandchildren Bill, Norma, Barbara, Bill. 

There were four girls born at Glenboro. 
In 1906, they moved to Greenway, bought the Lankin 

farm, NW 14-5-13. There was an old house and some 
other buildings. They lived in the old house that summer, 
and built the new house and small barn on 23-5-13. 

There were four boys born at Greenway. 
There was a large barn built in 1914, which was struck 

by lightning and burned in 1915. It was replaced by a 
galvanized bank structure in 1917. This barn also burned 
in 1936. 

A large barn was built that fall by Jack Truelove and 
Angie Conibear. 

The youngest son, Wishart, took over in 1937. 
Mary married A.L. Menzies of Winnipeg. She was a 

nurse. 
Anne never married and lives in Winnipeg. She was a 

school teacher. 
Dorothy married Milton Sandercock of Crystal City, 



Back Row: Olive, Glen and Wishart. Front Row: Sharleen 
and Barry. 

and they had four children, Barbra, Bill, Maryanne, and 
Pat. Dorothy was a school teacher. (now deceased). 

Frances married Charlie Grant of Langley, B.C., and 
they had three children, Norma, Bill and Collin. 

Bill married Betty Baters and they had two children, 
Bill and Margaret Anne. Bill Sr. is deceased. 

Tom married Ruth Sova and they had two children, 
Donna and David. Tom is deceased. 

Wishart married Olive Porter and they had three 
children, Glenn, Barry and Sharleen. 

Ross died at one and a half years of age. 

THOMAS AND RUTH MOW AT F AMIL Y 

Back Row: Tom and Ruth. Front Row: David 
and Donna. 

Thomas (Tom) was born on Dec. 15, 1909, son of 
William and Catherine (Wilkie) Mowat, at their farm 
home at Greenway, Man. He received his education in 
Greenway School. 

Tom was a member of the United Church. He enjoyed 
hockey, curling and deer hunting. He lived at home until 
1937, when he decided to batch on W 23-5-13 (the late 
Art Conibear farm). That lasted two years, when he 
married Ruth McLennan Sova of Winnipeg on Oct. 21, 

1939 in Winnipeg. 
Tom and Ruth had two children. 
Donna Catherine was born on Dec. 17, 1941. Donna 

married Neil Barling of Winnipeg on June 2, 1962. They 
have two sons, Kenneth who is 11 years old, and Robert 
who is six years old. They reside in Charleswood. 

David Thomas was born on Oct. 16, 1944. David • 
married Lynn Tatton of Brandon on July 19, 1975. They; 
have two children, Timothy, who is three years old, and 
Megan, who is 17 months old. They make their home in 
St. James. 

Tom was one of the founding members of the Hospital 
Board of Baldur and was councillor of ward four for 
several years. The sad ending came on Jan. 1, 1954, when 
Tom passed away in Morden Hospital. He is buried in the 
Baldur Cemetery. 

James and Barbara Scott, with daughter Tannys, 
rented the farm. Ruth and family moved to Winnipeg. 

THORSTEINN AND GUDBIORG 
MYRDAL 

JOHN AND GUDBJORG CHRISTIE 

Thorsteinn came to Canada from Iceland in 1902 with 
his parents, Bergur and Steinunn, and brother, 
Bergsteinn. They settled on a farm in the Argyle district. 
In 1910, he married Gudbjorg Bjarnadottir, who had 
come from Iceland in 1904, at the age of 17, with her 
foster parents, Thorgerdur and Frederick Gudmundson. 
(Rev. Johann Frederickson's parents.) 

Thorsteinn and Gudbjorg first farmed on NW 20-5-14 
until 1914, when they moved to 6-6-13. In 1917 they went 
to SE 9-6-14 and were there for one year and then moved 
back to NW 6-6-13. They were there when Thorsteinn 
became ill with pneumonia and died in December of 
1921. Gudbjorg remained on the farm until spring, when 
she moved to Glenboro with her five small children. 

Bergsteinn was born on Sept. 15, 1912. He went to 
school in Glenboro and at Hola. He worked in the district 
all his life and now lives in Baldur, Man. 

Sigridur Bjardny (Budda), was born on Sept. 10, 1913. 
She went to school in Glenboro, Hola and Baldur. She 
worked in the district until she married Albert Oliver 
from the Bru District, in April, 1937. (See Albert Oliver 
History). 

Gudmundur Frederick (Mundi), was born on March 3, 
1915. He went to school in Glenboro and Hola Schools, 
then worked at different jobs until he joined the navy in 
1941. After the war he went to work in Edmonton, Alta., 
and in 1946, he married ~nn Doiron from Moncton, 
N.B. He retired in 1980, and-they still live in Edmonton. 

Thorgerdur Laufey (Gertie), was born on April 27, 
1916. She went to school in Glenboro, staying with her 
Uncle Bergsteinn to finish high school there. She 
graduated as an R.N. from the Winnipeg General 
Hospital in 1938. In 1942, she married Jack Gray from 
Winnipeg, Man., and they have lived in the city ever 
since. They have three children; Earlis Laufey, (Mrs. 
Doug Wright) born April 18, 1942; Wayne Arthur 
Frederick, born July 25, 1944 and Karen Lou, (Mrs. 
Edzalesk) born Sept. 27,1948. 
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Stoney, Mary, Emily, Gudbjorg, Budda and Mundi. Gertie at right. 

Marie Harriet (Mary), was born on June 30, 1921. She 
went to school at Hola and then high school at Baldur. 
She worked at The Pas, Man. before her marriage to 
Lyall Clark of Baldur, in 1941. They lived in St. Thomas, 
Ont. and Winnipeg, while Lyall was in the air force 
during the war, then to the farm south of Baldur, NE 15-
4-14. In 1957, Lyall started working for Smith Motors in 
Portage La Prairie, Man., they have lived there ever 
since. They have two children; Sharon Anne born May 1, 
1942 and Garry Lyail born Nov. 28, 1943. Sharon 
married Paul Gladstone from Winnipeg in 1967, and they 
live in Winnipeg, Man. Garry married Margaret Gor
dichuk of Portage La Prairie in 1964, and they have two 
daughters; Mary-Anne and Jo-Anne. They live in 
Portage La Prairie, where Garry is employed by the 
Manitoba Government, Autopac. 

In 1927, Gudbjorg married John Christie, who was 
living with his mother on his farm north of Baldur, SW 2-
6-14. His mother Lauga Einarson, moved to her house in 
Glenboro, Man., where she lived until her death in 1944. 
John and Gudbjorg farmed until 1945, when they sold 
the farm to Albert and Budda Oliver, but continued 
living on the farm in their own small house. John passed 
away in January, 1946. Gudbjorg then moved to Baldur 
and lived there until her death in March, 1966. John and 
Gudbjorg had one daughter, Emily Sigurlaug, born June 
23, 1928. She went to school at Hola and then high 
school in Baldur. In 1946, she married Alex McLennan 
from Greenway (see Duncan McLennan History) and was 
widowed in 1977. In 1980, she married Tryggvi Johnson 
of Baldur, Man., where they are now living. 

ARCHIE McAULEY FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs. McAuley homesteaded NE 14-4-12 and 
bought the SE 14-4-12. They had a family of five 
children: Huston, Alex, Reg, Archie and Sam. They 
attended school and Sunday School in Dry River. In 
1904, this family left the area and settled in Saskat
chewan. 
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JIM AND MILDRED McGILL FAMILY 

Bubs, Jim, Mildred and Toots at the girls' double 
wedding in 1959. 

Jim was born at Crystal City, Man., the eldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. McGill, who had emigrated from 
Ireland. Jim was born on the farm, homesteaded by his 
father. He worked in Saskatchewan, northern Manitoba 
and then in Rathwell, Man., where he met and married 
Mildred Jean Wylie. They first lived in Pilot Mound and 
then in the spring of 1939, moved to E 32-4-13. 

Mildred was the second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Norman Wylie, born near Kindersley, Sask. She grew up 
in Rathwell. Her parents came from near Peterborough, 
Ont. Her mother came west in a covered wagon in 1882 
via Emerson to Oxbow, Sask., where her parents 
homesteaded. They lived their first few years in a sod 
house, many the stories she told of their trip west and the 
first years in a sod house on the prairies. 

The E 32-4-13 was homesteaded by a Mr. Monkman, 
later bought by Mr. Miller, grandfather of Pearl 
Woodworth. Then Wm. Kemp bought it and Mildred 
and Jim came to work for him. Later they rented and 
then bought the farm in the spring of 1942. 

Their first daughter, Lillian Jean, (Toots) was born at 
Crystal City at the home of her grandparents, in the 
spring they moved to Argyle. Mildred remembers the 
many times she missed her family, knowing no one in the 
district. There was no phone and they went to town by 
horse and buggy once a week. They farmed with horses 
the first few years, milked a lot of cows and always kept 
pigs. 

In the spring of 1941 another daughter, Marion 
Lorraine, (Bubs) was born, in Baldur at Mrs. Geo. 
Stephens nursing home, which was in the same place on 
Second Street, where Mildred lived until recently. By 
now, Jim and Mildred had met many neighbours and had 
many good house parties at the Cobbes, Paddocks, 
Snowdons, Campbells and Breaults. 

In the summer of 1943 they had a son, Wm. Norman 
Barry. By this time they had acquired a Model T Ford car 
but Mildred still remembers driving their horse, Lady 



(bought from Charlie Day), the 28 miles to Crystal City 
with the two wee girls. They would take along a picnic 
lunch, stay two days and then drive back. It was in June 
and everyone enjoyed the little holiday. 

The children attended Huff School, two and a half 
miles to the west, until the morning they went to school to 
find it had burned down in the night. The road to school 
was very bad, just a prairie trail and very wet and muddy 
in spring, so they often had to go around three and a half 
miles. Mildred drove them the first two years and many a 
cold trip she had. In winter she often dropped in at Ethel 
Mary Paddocks to get warm. 

When Toots was eight and a half years old the family 
got an old horse, Pete, which took them to school very 
reliably. When they got there, Eugene Gooselin and Jim 
Hiscock would unhitch the horse for them and put it in 
the barn. 

Everyone remembers many good times at Huff School, 
picnics, card parties and Christmas concerts. One night 
coming home from a concert, in a covered cutter, they 
had to cut across the field. Mildred pulled the horses off 
the path to get her bearings. She had to get out and see 
where the lights of Baldur were. There was no farm 
electricity yet, so there was no yard light to go by. It was a 
lovely winter night and the children never knew they were 
lost for awhile. 

In 1949, the hydro came to the farm. Besides the lights, 
the first thing they bought was a fridge, no more climbing 
up and down the ice well. 

By this time they had rented the S. Breault farm and 
Vic Levreault farm. Mildred enjoyed working outside 
and often drove the tractor and hauled the grain. 

The family attended church and Sunday School in 
Greenway and Mildred curled there and belonged to the 
Greenway V.C.W. Many a good time was had meeting at 
each other's homes, serving at fowl suppers in the little 
Greenway rink, Sunday School picnics and bonspiels. 

When Marion (Bubs) was nine years old she contracted 
Perthes bone disease of the hip. She had to walk with 
crutches for two and a half years. She could ride hor
seback, so spent many hours on a horse. 

The children had to attend high school in Baldur, and 
as there were no buses in those days, they had to board in 
town. They did light housekeeping and then went to 
board at Helen Dearsley's. Toots worked in the telephone 
office through her Grade XII year and then went to 
teacher's college. She taught at Starbuck, then in June, 
1959, she married John Cameron of Winnipeg. He 
worked in the Transcona C.N.R. shops and she taught in 
Transcona. In 1961, their son Kevin John was born and 
i? 19?3, their daught~r Karen Mildred was born. They 
hved ill St. James and ill 1965, John was in a bad accident 
at work and had to quit. He took a teacher training 
course and got a job in Assiniboine College, Brandon as 
instructor in diesel mechanics. They moved to Brandon in 
1966, where they stiH live. In 1969 they had another son 
Craig Ian. John still teaches there and Toots has taught 
for the Society for Crippled Children for 10 years. 

Marion (Bubs) worked in the telephone office and in 
1959, she married Lloyd Reykdal of Baldur. She and her 
sister Toots had a double wedding in June of 1959. (See 
Lloyd Reykdal History). 

Barry 

Barry went to work first for the highway Dept. and 
then the C.N.R. In 1963, he married Kaye Ballantine, 
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Ballantine of 
Glenora. When she finished Grade XII in Baldur she 
went to work for Great West Life and still works there. 
They have two children Michael Barry and Shawne Kaye 
in Grade X. Barry ran a driving school for many years 
and now works for the Metropolitan Security as a 
supervisor. They live in St. James. 

In 1971, Mildred and Jim sold the farm to Ted 
Dearsley of Baldur, as Jim was in poor health. They 
bought the Wm. Reykdal house on Second Street. 
Mildred went to work as a nurse's aide in Baldur 
Hospital, where she worked until 1979. Jim didn't enjoy 
town long, as he passed away in June, 1972. Mildred lives 
in Baldur Argyle Lodge. 

DONALD McKENZIE FAMILY 

Donald McKenzie came to Manitoba from Bruce 
County, Ont. in 1878. He filed application for homestead 
on NE 12-4-14 in June, 1888, and received patent on 
Sept. 7,1891. 

His son, John, born in Bruce County, Ont. in 1865, 
came to live with his father in 1888. Prior to coming to 
Manitoba he worked on the railroad. He met and married 
Isabel Esther McClellan in 1893. Isabel was born in 
North York County, Ont. in 1875, and came with her 
parents and family in 1880. They settled in the Wigton 
District and made their home on his father's homestead 
where five children were born to them. 

Donald married Clara Preston, later moving to Maple 
Creek, Sask. 

Henrietta married Rorie Campbell and lived in the 
Rosehill district. 

Alex married Jean Kerr, later moving to Winnipeg. 
Murdock married Pearl Scott, later moving to 

Peterborough, Ont. 
May married Charlie Sutton and they still live in the 

Wigton District. 
John McKenzie also owned and farmed W 7-4-13 and 

W 17-4-13. 

ARCHIE AND \A VINIA McLAREN 
FAMILY 

Archie McLaren homesteaded NE 2-4-14. He did a fair 
amount of blacksmith work. He came as a singie man 
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along with his brother Jim about the year 1880, from 
Perth, Ont. He travelled to Emerson and took a boat up 
the river to Winnipeg, then travelled by ox team to Pilot 
Mound. 

Archie married Lavinia Sexsmith about 1882. She was 
the daughter of John I. Sexsmith who had also 
homesteaded in the area. They had moved from 
Napanee, Ont. Archie and Lavinia had a family of nine 
children. They lived in a log house (consisting of just 
three rooms) for a number of years. Then in 1897, they 
built another part on, consisting of five rooms.' The 
house is still standing to this day, and was used until 
1969. 

The children were: John, born in 1883; Jim, born in 
1885; Archie Sexsmith, born in 1886; William Wesley, 
born in 1888; Peter Henry, born in 1895; Clarence, born 
in 1897; Ellen, "Nellie", born in 1900; and Albert Ed
ward, born in 1902. 

In 1906, the two oldest boys, John and James, took up 
homesteads in Saskatchewan, not far from Watrous. The 
rest of the family stayed in Argyle most of their lives. Of 
the eight children, four are still living. Archie is in a home 
in Baldur; Clarence is in a home in Pilot Mound; Nellie is 
still in her home, and Albert is in Brandon. 

Two of the sons, Peter and Clarence, were overseas 
during WWI. They returned to take up farming. Peter, 
though, was sick from the war, so had to quit. He lived in 
Baldur for years, moving to Winnipeg in the 1950's. 
Clarence spent most of his years on the home farm where 
he trapped in the winter, catching many foxes and 
coyotes. 

CLARENCE McLAREN FAMILY 

Back Row: Clarence, Gladys and Mrs. 
Edgar. Middle Row: John and James. Front 
Row: Ruth and Fred. 

In the spring of 1968, Clarence from the Wigton 
district, bought a garage and lot on the corner of 27-3-13 
in Glenora. This property was formerly owned by Steve 
Antonius of Baldur. He also bought a house from Steve 
Antonius and had it moved to Glenora. 
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Clarence dug the basement in the summer and put the 
house on the foundation Nov. 1, 1968. A lot of work had 
to be done to finish the basement and redecorate the 
house, before he and his wife Gladys could move to 
town. 

In late July, 1969, Gladys had a stroke. Gladys never 
was able to live in her new home as she died Aug. 24, 
1969 (this also was Clarence's birthday). Clarence moved 
to town shortly after, as his family were living at Tyndall 
and Winnipeg by this time. 

Clarence and Gladys had four children. 
John and his wife Mildred live at Tyndall and they 

have four boys and one girl. 
James and his wife Betty have one girl and two boys 

and live in Winnipeg. 
Fred and his wife Loretta have one boy and live in 

Winnipeg. 
Ruth married Graydon Apperley and they live on the 

Apperley farm in the former Zephyr School district. 
On Oct. 27, 1973, Clarence married a widow, Mabel 

Orr. When Clarence was younger he had several violins 
which he enjoyed playing. Mabel keeps herself busy 
crocheting in the wintertime and gardening in the 
summer, both vegetables and flowers. Her flowers are 
greatly admired by all who drive past their home. 

Due to ill health, Clarence moved to Rock Lake 
Personal Care Home at Pilot Mound in July, 1980. 
Mabel is still living at their home in Glenora. 

WILLIAM AND DORIS McLAREN 
FAMILY 

Doris and William on their wedding day in 
1929. 

William Wesley McLaren, the fourth son of Archibald 
Duncan and Lavinia (Sexsmith) McLaren, was born on 
Sept. 5, 1888, at the family farm, seven miles south of 
Baldur, on 2-4-14. 

William went to Wigton, Roseberry and Baldur 
Schools. Working at home, and going off to threshing 
gangs into Saskatchewan kept him employed in his 
younger years. In 1916 he purchased 27-3-14. 

Tired of farming alone, he picked up an English bride 
in Winnipeg, Miss Doris Olive Gilder, born in Maid
stone, Kent, England, on March 21, 1899. They were 
married in St. Mark's Anglican Church in Baldur on Jan. 
19, 1929. Their first son, Murray Edmund, was born on 



Aug. 13, 1931, and second son, Duncan Wesley, was 
born on Aug. 22, 1938. 

William Wesley passed away in December, 1960. Doris 
died March 11,1978, and they are both buried in Neelin 
Cemetery. 

DUNCAN AND BERNICE McLAREN 
FAMILY 

Bernice, Duncan and Cheri. Front Row: Debbie, Denise and Trevor. 
Kent on right. 

Duncan Wesley McLaren was born on Aug. 22, 1938, 
at the family farm, 27-3-14. He was the second and 
youngest son of Doris Gilder and William McLaren. His 
school days were spent at the country school of Con
naught. In 1955, he worked on a construction crew for 
the Pool and Grain Growers Elevators and stayed on for 
six years. In 1961, he started driving a gravel truck locally 
and continued with this until 1970. 

In 1964, he married Bernice Isabelle Malyon from 
Glenboro who came to the Connaught district as a 
schoolteacher from 1961 to 1963. In 1964, Bernice and 
Duncan moved to Glenora and remained there until 1970. 
Bernice taught school in Glenora from 1964 to 1968. 

In 1970, they rented the Fred Everett farm, 34-3-14. In 
1971, they moved northward to the George Ward farm, 
15-4-14. They purchased this farm in 1976, and are still 
residing there with their five children. 

Cheri Lynne was born July 2, 1965, and is kept busy 
with school and babysitting. For relaxation she enjoys 
biking, reading and listening to music. 

Trevor William was born on March 28, 1968. He 
enjoys school and likes drawing cartoons. Watching T.V. 
is his favorite pastime. 

Deborah Anne was born Dec. 31, 1972. She is a T.V. 
fan and a bookworm. 

Kent Sinclair was born Jan. 26, 1980. The things he 
does are nearly unmentionable. 

The clan McLaren originated in Scotland (Argyll in 
A.D. 503). Origin of name: Gaelic MacLabhrium (son of 
Laurence). Crest Badge: a lion's head crowned with an 
antique crown surrounded by laurel in orle proper. Plant 
Badge - laurel. Motto or War Cry: Creag an Tuire (The 
Boar's Rock). Sir Walter Scott writes of a McLaren 
prisoner and escape in "Redgauntlet". 

JAMES AND SARAH McLAREN 
FAMILY 

The McLaren forefathers would have been most 
pleased that a branch of the McLaren clan chose to 
pioneer in a municipality with a strong Scottish name of 
Argyle. 

The McLaren clan showed considerable strength and 
power in the highlands of Scotland in the early 1700's. 
Apparently, lacking foresight, they backed the wrong 
people (the Stewarts) when Bonnie Prince Charles was in 
Scotland. As a result, the clan was cut to pieces by the 
Battle of Culloden Moor in 1746, and later their lands 
were proscribed so, after many years they found it 
necessary to leave their beloved land. 

Three brothers and a sister left for Canada. The sister 
met and married a fellow by the name of McRae in Nova 
Scotia. She remained there and contact was lost. Archie 
and Peter settled in the area of Perth, Ont. and another 
brother, John, settled in United States. 

Archie McLaren married Katherine McQuarrie from 
the village of Coshen near Renfrew. Her family came 
from near Glasgow, Scotland. Archie and Katherine's 
children were: Archie, Duncan, Peter and Katherine. 
Duncan married Sarah MacMillan and they farmed at 
Balderson, Ont. 

Duncan and Sarah had six of a family, Archie, James, 
Katherine, Peter, Mary and Alexander. These children 
were all born at Balderson, Ont. The summers were spent 
farming and the boys went cutting wood at lumber camps 
during the winter. 

Sarah and James at back. Henry and A/ex in 
front. Taken in 1902. 

/ 

James came to Winnipeg in the late 1800's, and worked 
for his cousins on their farm and also worked during the 
winter at the Brunswick Stables. He laid claim to his 
homestead in 1888, on the NE 30-3-14 in the Municipality 
of Argyle. While making improvements to his homestead 
he stayed part of the time with cousins - the Archie 
McLaren family. During the off-seasons, he travelled 
back to Winnipeg, working at the Brunswick Stables and 
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for a time drove a horse-drawn streetcar, just prior to the 
change-over to electric streetcars. It was while in Win
nipeg that James met a blue-eyed Irish girl, Sarah Ann 
Leathem. They were married in March, 1897. They 
travelled to Pilot Mound by train and were met by 
cousins, the Archie McLaren family. 

It was on the homestead, NE 30-3-14 where Sarah and 
Jim raised their children: Henry Duncan, Alexander, 
Mary Elizabeth and Peter Lome. In the early years the 
family continued to travel back to Winnipeg during the 
off-seasons to live and work for the McLaren brothers at 
their hotels. Alexander was the only child of Jim and 
Sarah's who was not bom on the homestead. He was 
bom and registered at Oakbank. 

Alex, Mary, Henry and Lome. 

Both Henry and Alex attended Roseberry School 
which was a mile east of the homestead quarter. Henry 
used to catch a ride in his first year of school with his 
teacher, Miss Carrie Cumming, who travelled by horse 
and buggy during the good weather. After the railroad 
came to Neelin and the village was incorporated in 1904, 
Roseberry School was moved to the village and was later 
called Neelin School. 

Times became better for the McLarens and they 
bought more land, SW 29-3-14 (the present Riglin farm). 
Many hardships were endured during the early years. Jim 
McLaren broke his leg in the summer of 1908, which left 
nine-year old Henry and eight-year old Alex herding 
cattle for the summer months. Jim assumed the chores of 
watching Minnie and Lome, while Sarah's role doubled 
as a farm helper and homemaker. A new house was built 
here in 1917, so the McLarens were able to move from the 
log house on the homestead quarter to a more com
fortable dwelling. Jim passed away in May, 1929, and 
Sarah in January, 1958. 

Both Henry and Alex followed in their father's 
footsteps, deciding to farm in the Neelin area. Henry 
bought a farm, NE 26-3-15, from John Somerville, two 
miles west of the homestead. He married Eva Cooper. 
(See Henry McLaren). 

Alex bought his farm, W 30-3-14, from the Joe Bolack 
estate, which was on the same section as the homestead. 
He married Margaret Morrison, daughter of George 
Morrison of another Scottish clan, and they, too, worked 
side by side on the land they loved. Alex and Margaret 
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Back Row: Norva Dawn, Gordie Riddell, Donna, Shirley, 
and Ross Mabon. Front Row: Myles, Margaret, Alex, 
Mark, and Kevin. 

retired to Baldur in 1966. They had a family of two 
daughters: Donna (Mrs. Gordon Riddell) and Shirley 
(Mrs. Ross Mabon). Donna and Gordie live in Winnipeg 
and have a family of two; Norva Dawne and Myles. 
Shirley and Ross live on the home farm, W 30-3-14, and 
have two sons, Mark and Kevin. 

Mary (Minnie), after a number of years teaching, 
married a Saskatchewan farmer, Art Riglin, and they 
chose to spend their life farming. (See Riglin family 
history.) 

Lome spent some time teaching at West Derby School 
and later married a district girl, Molly Whiteside. He, 
too, decided to farm and his farming career began on the 
present day Riglin farm, SW 29-3-14. For reasons of 
health, Lome and Molly and family moved to Alix, 
Alta., in 1944, and at this time the Riglins bought the old 
McLaren family farm from Lome. Lome and Molly have 
a family of six: James, Ralph, Donald, Mary-Anne, 
Dorothy and Barbara. All of their family are married and 
all live in Alberta. Lome and Molly are now retired to 
Blackfalds, Alta., north of Red Deer. 

These are the McLaren "roots". Pioneers who picked 
up from Scotland, put down in Balderson and Perth, 
Ont., picked up and moved to Winnipeg and then to 
Neelin in Argyle. 

HENRY AND EVA McLAREN 
FAMILY 

Henry and Eva. 



Henry Duncan McLaren was born on May 13, 1898 on 
his father's homestead, NE 30-3-14 in the R.M; of 
Argyle. He was the eldest of four children born to Jim 
and Sarah McLaren. Henry lived his entire life in the 
Neelin district with the exception of a short period of 
time when his parents moved to Springfield. They 
returned a couple of years later to their original 
homestead. 

Henry attended Roseberry School at its original 
location and continued to go to school in Neelin after the 
school was moved. The late Carrie Cumming was his first 
teacher. Carrie travelled to and from school by means of 
horse and buggy and Henry was fortunate to be able to 
travel with her. Upon finishing grade VIII, Henry 
continued his education in Holmfield, Man. At the 
outbreak of WWI, he left school and returned to the 
farm to help his parents. 

At the early age of 10, Henry and his brother Alex 
spent many long hours herding the cattle while they 
grazed. They were responsible for getting them out to the 
grazing field and back home in the evening. Another one 
of Henry's duties at this age, which was very vivid in his 
memory, was helping his father to break the land. One 
day while he and his father were working with the team 
and breaking plough, his father had the misfortune to 
break his leg. The first thing Henry did was pass out, but 
he managed to gather himself together enough to be able 
to help his dad. After he removed his dad's boot, he 
somehow helped him into the wagon. His job of course 
was to support the badly broken leg. His father had him 
tie the ends of the lines together and give them to him 
where he lay in the back of the wagon. His father put his 
arm through the lines, so he could help Henry control the 
team if need be. After reaching the yard, and helping his 
mother get his dad into bed, Henry had to walk to Neelin 
to ask Mr. Bolton to get the doctor from Cartwright. 
This was quite a responsibility for a 10 year old boy, but 
these were some of the responsibilities that fell upon very 
young members of a family in those days. 

As a boy, Henry attended church where it was held in 
the Roseberry School and later the United Church in 
Neelin. He served several years on the church board. 

In 1929, Henry married Eva Cooper. 
Eva Cooper was born on Dec. 14, 1905, daughter of 

John and May Cooper. She was the eldest of a family of 
three. She attended school at the Connaught School for 
grades I to VIII. She attended high school in Neelin. 
After her schooling was finished, she continued to work 
on the farm, helping her parents until her marriage. 

Henry and Eva homesteaded on the quarter section 
known as the 'Graham Place', NW 20-3-14, east of 
Neelin. They purchased this land for approximately 
$12.00 an acre. They farmed on a small basis and lived 
there for seven years. They then purchased the Somerville 
Farm, NE 26-3-15, in the R.M. of Strathcona. They 
moved to this location in June, 1936. Getting established 
on new land in the thirties wasn't easy and sometimes the 
crops had to be burned due to drought, rust, or 
grasshoppers. As money was scarce in the thirties, the car 
wasn't usually licensed until July 1. Eggs were carried to 
town for 5¢ a dozen, and this money was used to buy 
oranges for the children. 

Horses were the main means of travel for many years. 
Stories were often told of driving home from the com
munity hall, and on a bright moonlight night, the wolves 
could be seen following the sleigh. The horses were given 
the responsibility of finding their way home in blizzards. 

Henry bought his first car, brand new, a Pontiac, in 
the spring of 1929, from Johnsons at Baldur. He had 
different cars through the years and after WWII he 
purchased his second new car, a Plymouth, from An
derson's in Baldur. This car was among the first new cars 
that the dealers received after the war. 

The threshing done in Henry's early years was with the 
old steam engine and threshing machine. Henry's main 
income was from grain farming. After he got his first 
tractor, he kept only a few horses for the purpose of 
travelling in the winter and the regular farm chores. He 
kept a few cattle, which supplied the family with milk, 
butter and meat. He also raised pigs for a few years. 

Those early years of farming were busy for the lady of 
the house. Besides looking after her family of three girls, 
Eva always had a large garden and each year raised quite 
a number of turkeys and chickens, which were killed and 
sold in the fall. She also milked cows, and in the 
summertime, did most of the chores. She made all her own 
butter, sold eggs, cream and butter, baked all her own 
bread (which she does to this day), and somehow found 
time to sew clothes for the girls. 

As a youngster, Eva attended church at the Roseberry 
School and in later years in the United Church in Neelin, 
where she served as organist for several years. 

When Eva's father passed away in 1958, she inherited 
the NW 32-3-14, which was part of her grandfather'S 
original homestead. Eva sold this piece of land to Ken 
Riglin in 1968. 

In August of 1968, Henry and Eva retired. They left 
the Neelin district and moved to Killarney, where they 
took up residence in their first new home. 

Henry had no real hobbies. He enjoyed sports, and 
particularly enjoyed going to the museums to see the old 
steam machines. He enjoyed Scottish music, and had a 
great love for the bagpipes. 

Soon after retirement, ill health plagued Henry, and 
after a lengthy illness, he passed away on July 2, 1975, at 
the age of 77. He was laid to rest in the Killarney 
Cemetery, life's work well done. The old log house where 
he was born still stands on NE 30-3-14. 

Since retiring from farm life Eva spends a lot of her 
time gardening and caring for house plants. She spends 
countless hours sewing, crocheting and knitting. These 
articles she exhibits in the local fairs and receives a good 
many ribbons for her efforts. 

Henry and Eva had a family of three girls: Doreen, 
Mrs. Gordon Laird; Anna, Mrs. Wes McEachern; and 
Muriel, Mrs. Zygmond Piebiak. 

Doreen and Anna received their education at Neelin 
School. Muriel attended Huntley School and received her 
high school education at Belmont. 

Doreen and Anna worked for the Royal Bank. The 
first bank Doreen worked for was the Royal Bank in 
Baldur. Muriel attended Success Business College in 
Winnipeg. 

Doreen and Gordon Laird farmed for several years and 
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now live in Killarney. They have a family of four: 
Laureen; Laurie; Lyle; and Dean. . 

Anna and Wes McEachern live in Morris where Wes is 
employed with the Manitoba Telephone System. They 
have five children: Sherri; Darren; Jeffrey; Carol; and 
Jana. 

Muriel and Zyg live in Calgary where they own and 
operate Foothills Electric. They have three boys: Tim; 
Greg; and Doug. 

JOHN AND MARY McLENNAN 
FAMILY 

Maggie, John, Mary, Dunc, Annie, Dan, Mary, Baby Catherine, and 
John Jr. This picture was taken the day they left Ontario. 

John McLennan, born in Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, 
Scotland on Aug. 17, 1846, came to Ripley, Ont. as a 
young boy, with his family in 1856. 

Mary McLeod was also born in Stornoway, Scotland 
and came with her family to Ripley, Ont. It was there 
they met and were married on June 20, 1879. 

While John and Mary farmed near Ripley, seven 
children were born to them; Mary on April 17, 1881, 
twins, Dan and Dunc on Dec. 1, 1882, Annie on Sept. lO, 
1884, John Jr. on July 28, 1886, Maggie on May 25, 1888 
and Catherine on June 4, 1890. 

In order to obtain a larger farm, John and Mary sold 
their land in Ontario and moved to Manitoba. In 
preparation for the train trip west, Mary made all the 
clothes that she and the children wore and packed food in 
a small trunk to last a family of nine for four days. The 
twin boys of eight years were responsible to carry the box 
of supplies on and off the train. 

It was in Crystal City, Man. that they spent three weeks 
before moving to a farm, SW 32-3-12, in Marringhurst, 
where the five eldest children attended school. This was 
the first home of the McLennan family in the Argyle 
Municipality and five members lived their entire lives in 
this area. 

During the four years John and Mary lived in 
Marringhurst, two new members were born in the family, 
a son who died at birth and Jane, (Jennie), born Sept. 9, 
1893. 

It was in 1895, that John and Mary rented the SE of 28 
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in the Dry River district from James Wright. Here, a 
daughter, Isabella was born on March 15, 1895. Neil 
made son number five, born Feb. 13, 1898, and Christina 
was daughter number seven when she entered the fold on 
April 2, 1900. The twin sons were now able to help John, 
and one winter they cut scrub across the Pembina Valley 
to widen the road to Pilot Mound. 

Isabella took ill in 1900, with what was thought to be 
appendicitis and passed away on September 15. 

The spring of 1901 saw this growing family moving 
again. This time to a farm south of Greenway, 36-4-13, 
which had been formerly owned by Premier Thomas 
Greenway. The thirteenth and youngest child, Elizabeth, 
was born here on Feb. 29, 1904. 

Beth, Christina and Neil. 

By this time the two oldest girls were married; Mary, to 
Dan McKenzie of Dunrea on March 7, 1900, who later 
lived in Saskatchewan and raised a family of 11; and 
Annie to Tom Sova of Winnipeg on Nov. 2, 1904. Annie 
and Tom had a family of six, one of whom (Ruth) 
returned to live in Argyle Municipality in 1939 (see 
Mowat History). Annie, in her 97th year died in 1981. 

In 1907, John Sr. suffered a stroke and passed away on 
December 15. He, as well as Isabella and the infant son 
are all buried in Marringhurst Cemetery. 

Mary, with support from Dan and Dunc and any other 
family members who were able to lend a hand, continued 
to work the farm. The younger members attended 
Greenway School and all had a great admiration for the 
thrifty ways with which Mary managed to feed and clothe 
them. She made excellent butter, bread, oatmeal scones 
and doughnuts, which she called 'roly polies'. 

John Jr. was the chore boy. Maggie took a 
dressmaking course in Baldur and in Winnipeg. 

A mirror that Catherine planned to use, to look her 
best as a bride, was shattered when the house was struck 
with lightning just prior to her marriage to Clarence 
Cornock on June 24, 1914 (see Cornock History). 

Jennie and Christina attended Baldur High School and 
then normal school to train for teaching careers. Jennie 
taught Jacques School near Killarney and Zephyr School 
near home until her marriage to Harry Strang on Oct. 24, 
1917 (see Strang History). 

Duncan chose Anna Forbes for his bride on Nov. 27, 
1918. Mary lived with them on the home place until June 



18, 1919, when the family was saddened by the passing of 
a wonderful mother. 

Marriages kept occurring and Maggie chose Nov. 15, 
1919, as her wedding day when she and Horace Forbes 
were wed in Cypress River. 

Dan, by this time had a farm of his own, 1-5-13, one
guarter mile east of Greenway, on which he and Dunc 
had built a barn. Neighbors used to call Dunc or Dan to 
doctor sick animals and Dan butchered for the Greenway 
Beef Ring. In 1923, Dan built a new home for his bride, 
Mildred Cornock, whom he married on October 13. 

Neil farmed in Saskatchewan but returned to Winnipeg 
for his wedding to Belle McKenzie on Oct. 30, 1923, 
performed by Rev. Gordon, a well known author whose 
pen name was Ralph Connor. 

Christina taught Huff and Greenway Schools for the 
years 1918-1920, before going to teach in Saskatchewan. 
A young farmer from near Y orkton returned with 
Chrissie in 1926, for their wedding in Greenway Church 
on December 1. They raised a family of four while 
farming near Rokeby, Sask. 

John Jr. bought a farm at Rapid City and in 1927 
married Florence Stoner. 

Elizabeth (Beth) spent some time in Saskatchewan with 
sisters Mary and Chrissie and cooked for one year in 
Davidson Hospital. She then returned to Manitoba and 
was a great help to sisters Catherine and Jennie when 
their families were young. Alex Gillies, a fine farmer, 
married Beth on Nov. 3, 1931 (see Gillies History). 

The descendants from John and Mary McLennan are 
many and scattered, as the fifth generation raise their 
families. 

DUNCAN AND ANNA McLENNAN 
FAMILY 

Anna and Duncan. 

Duncan McLennan married Anna Marion Forbes on 
Nov. 27, 1918. Rev. Archie McLean performed the 

ceremony and Grace Scott and Dan McLennan were their 
attendants. The wedding took place at Anna's home in 
the Excelsior district. They took up residence on S 36-4-
13, about two miles south of Greenway. This was known 
as the McLennan home place, and at the time there were 
still some of the brothers and sisters at home. Duncan's 
mother also lived with them until her death in 1919; and 
in time the other members married and went to their 
respective homes. 

Anna and Duncan had two sons: Orrin John was born 
on Nov. 23, 1921; and Alex Duncan was born on Aug. 3, 
1924. They had a wonderful home life. The parents 
shared with them the love and devotion they felt for their 
families, as well as respect for their neighbours. The boys 
attended Greenway School and when they finished they 
stayed at home to help on the farm. 

Orrin 

Orrin joined the army in 1942, and after a short term 
of service, returned home to the farm. He married Jane 
Warrener from Baldur, Man., in 1945, and they lived on 
SW 14-4-13 in what was then known as the Excelsior 
School District. They lived there until 1954, when they 
moved to Baldur. They had seven children, most of 
whom are now married and living in different parts of 
Canada. Kenneth married Marlyn Wiebe of Winnipeg. 
They had three children and are now separated. Betty 
married Donald Campbell from Winnipeg, and they have 
one son. David married Gwen Brown from Brandon and 
they have two sons. Carol married Dan Levins from 
Brandon. They had four children and are now separated. 
Malcolm married Linda Walke from Brandon and they 
have a boy and a girl. Dawn died in a car accident in 
April, 1977, at the age of 17. Perry finished school and at 
present is working in Brandon. When they moved to 
Baldur, Orrin worked for his uncle, Alex Gillies, in the 
locker plant for three years. He then started as a sec
tionman with the C.N.R. and was with them for several 
years, working at many different points. Orrin and Jane 
moved to Elgin, Man. in 1961, and were divorced a few 
years later. As the children remained with him, he was 
unable to continue with the C.N.R., so he went to work 
for Rothbury Farms, owned and operated by R.J. Draper 
and Sons of Elgin, as their herdsman. Orrin is still with 
them, caring for their large herd of cattle, and taking 
great pride in his work. He has judged cattle at local 
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Emily and Alex. 

small fairs and always enjoys coming back to Argyle to 
renew old friendships and acquaintances. 

Alex married Emily Christie from Baldur in 1946. They 
lived on 36-4-13 and farmed with Alex's father. Alex was 
a good horseman and took great pride in his horses. They 
depended on them for their farm work until they got their 
first tractor in 1950. Until Alex and Emily left the farm, 
he kept his favorite team of black percherons. They 
moved to Greenway in 1955, when the farm was sold to 
Celeste Desrochers. Shortly before this, Alex had started 
working on the C.N.R. section at Glenora, Man. In the 
following years, work was seasonal and at different 
locations, so they moved 'to Baldur in 1964. Emily had 
been working there and is still on staff at the Royal Bank. 
In 1966, Alex started with the highways department and 
was with them at Holland, Man. at the time of his death 
on July 3, 1977. Emily and Alex had three children: Barry 
John; Sandra Denise, and Alix Deanne. They all went to 
school in Greenway and when that district was con
solidated with Baldur, they finished in Baldur. Deanne 
went to Glenboro High School for grade XI and XII. 
Barry married Norma Jean Vogen from Cypress River, 
Man. in 1966, but they have since parted. He has two 
sons, Trent and Jason and a daughter, Kimberly. Sandra 
married Bryon Cline from Belmont in 1969, and they live 
on their farm east of Belmont with their two girls, Kami 
and Aynsley. Deanne married Garry Ramage in 1969, 
and they and their two boys, Clarke and Kyle, live in 
Saskatoon, Sask. 

Anna endured ill health for several years and passed 
away in May of 1951, at the age of 63. Duncan then made 
his home with Alex and Emily. In 1970, he went to live 
with his widowed sister, Beth Gillies, and was with her 
until 1976, at which time poor health caused him to be 
hospitalized. He remained in the Baldur Hospital until 
his death in May, 1980, at the age' of 97 years and five 
months. 

DAN AND MILLIE McLENNAN FAMILY 

Donald (Dan) McLennan and Mildred (Millie) S.E. 
Cornock were wed on Oct. 13, 1923. Theirs was the first 
wedding in the Greenway United Church. They settled in 
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Back Row: Bill, Leta, Dan, Mill, Jean, Bob. Front 
Row: Doreen, Brent, Don, Cam. 

a new house which Dan had helped build, in the middle 
of a wheat field, on SE 1-5-13 about three-quarters of a 
mile east of the village of Greenway. 

The following years were ones of hard work with few 
conveniences, but in the end, the field had become a 
lovely farm setting. It was in this home that their three 
children were born: Leta Barbara, Mildred Jean and 
Donald Cameron. 

During the hardships of the 1930's, when they were 
raising and educating their young family, it was a 
necessity to be resourceful. Crop failures seemed a rule 
rather than an exception, so Dan and Mill kept going by 
raising and selling chickens and turkeys, selling eggs, 
milk, cream, strawberries and raspberries in season. A 
large garden and a variety of berries in the pasture 
provided a good deal of the year's food supply. 
Nevertheless, Mill always had enough of her delicious 
bread and biscuits in the pantry, to share with anyone, 
especially the "riders of the rails". The train tracks ran 
through the pasture, fairly close to the house arid these 
men who rode the box cars, frequently got off and came 
to the house, looking for food and work. They were 
never turned away without a snack. 

Dan and Mill believed in being neighbourly and 
demonstrated this in many ways. Dan was often called on 
at any time of day or night to administer aid to animals in 
distress, when the farmers couldn't afford a vet. Horses 
were the mode of transportation and medium for work in 
those days and many times, Dan would lend a team of 
drivers or an outfit of work horses to those in need of 
either. He was very proud of his driving team. Peggy and 
Fleet, and they transported them wherever they went - in 
the buggy in summer, and in the sleigh in winter. Dan 
also served neighbours and friends as a "barber", many 
a Sunday afternoon was spent cutting hair. Possibly the 
one incident that sums up Dan's generosity was, when he 
finally managed to acquire a new overcoat and before 
he'd had a chance to wear it himself, he loaned it to 
others needing it, for a "special" occasion. 

In spite of hard times, there was much pleasure to be 
derived from living in the Greenway community. Dan 
and Mill were avid curlers, so many winter hours were 



spent at the rink, curling and visiting with neighbours 
while sitting watching others on the ice. The kids would 
enjoy skating on the outdoor ice and then come into the 
waiting room to warm their toes around the old pot 
bellied stove. Other forms of entertainment were the 
cribbage parties held in the homes, and the whist drives 
and dances upstairs in the hall over the livery stable. Dan 
and Millie always took the kids with them to these 
outings. The smaller children would be tucked in behind 
the piano, up on the stage, to sleep, while the older ones 
danced with each other in the cloakrooms or wherever 
there was room on the dance floor! It was at functions 
like these, that Leta and Jean would ask their dad to 
dance with them, only to find out that it was his twin 
brother Dunc, whom they had been coaxing - ah the 
embarrassment! 

A yearly summer event was the Greenway Fair. Dan 
was actively involved "showing" animals, also Mill was a 
faithful exhibitor in the domestic department and won 
many prizes for her efforts. Then there were other 
summer events, such as the July first picnic in Strang's 
pasture, church picnics, and school picnics. 

Thus it went until the 1940's, which ended school in 
Greenway for Leta and Jean. Education was a priority 
with Mill and Dan. They made many sacrifices to ensure 
the education of their children, one of which was paying 
room and board for the girls, while they attended high 
school in Baldur. 

Dan and Millie and Cam continued farming until the 
fall of 1953, when Cam married and Dan and Mill retired 
to Baldur. Dan didn't really enjoy town living, so he was 
at the farm helping Cam as much as possible. III health 
made Dan's last years uncomfortable and he died in st. 
Boniface Hospital on July 21, 1961. 

Millie continued living in Baldur by herself. She en
joyed her garden and yard, her friends and neighbours 
and was able to do some travelling in the intervening 
years. Then ill health befell her, and after a short time, 
she died in the Baldur Hospital on Nov. 10, 1966. 

Dan and Mill McLennan left their mark as great 
parents and grandparents. They provided a home filled 
with love and security for their children. They gave freely 
of themselves and demanded very little in return. They 
were contented with the small pleasures in life. 

Leta completed grade XII at Baldur High School and 
went on to become a teacher. In the years following, she 
taught at Sevan Lake, Greenway, Carman, Brandon, 
Winnipeg and Portage la Prairie. In 1951, at McLennan, 
Alta. she married Bill Stocks. They first resided in 
Grande Prairie, Alta. and then moved to Peace River, 
where Leta again pursued her teaching career and Bill 
managed an Elna Sewing Machine Centre and clothing 
shop. In 1956, they returned to Winnipeg where they 
resided and worked until 1963, when they moved to 
Portage la Prairie, Bill's home town. They live in the 
Parish lot residential area just west of Portage. Since then 
Leta has been on the teaching staff in Portage. During 
this time, she also took courses at the University of 
Manitoba and attained her Bachelor of Pedagogy degree. 
Bill is self-employed, operating his own machine shop. 

So that's where it's at with Lete and Bill Stocks. 
What they've done and places they've been, 

They've had a "ball" recalling it all, 
With a tear here and there in between. 

After completing grade XII at Baldur High School, 
Jean took teachers' training in Winnipeg. In the 
following years, she taught at Huff, Gowancroft, 
Goudney, and then in Pilot Mound. On May 27, 1950, 
Jean married Bob McKay, in Greenway United Church. 
They lived in Pilot Mound, where Bob worked with his 
father in McKay's garage. Later on Bob and Jean bought 
the garage from his parents, Les and Vi. During these 
years, they had four sons: Donald Bruce in 1954; Bradley 
Robert in 1957; Todd Leslie Cameron in 1962; and 
Barton Douglas in 1965. After many good years in Pilot 
Mound, Bob and Jean sold the garage in 1973, and with 
their family moved to Portage la Prairie. They reside next 
door to Jean's sister, Leta. Bob worked at Portage 
Garage for the first few years, but is presently driving a 
school bus, and golfing as much as possible. Jean works 
part time in Family Fashions Dept. at the Portage Co-op. 

So that's the resume of the McKays. 
During the last three decades or so, 
It's been pleasant recalling the by-gone days 
But oh, where did the years all go? 

Donald Cameron - (See Cam McLennan History). 

CAM AND DOREEN McLENNAN 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Cam and Doreen. Front Row: Brent, 
Susan, Doug and Colin. 

Donald Cameron (Cam) met Doreen Elinor Lundy of 
Winnipeg in September of 1950, when she arrived in 
Greenway with a permit to teach at the Greenway School. 
Their friendship grew with help from Angie and Alice 
Conibear, who boarded the teacher, and included Cam in 
their curling rink that winter. 

With their marriage in the fall of 1953, Cam took over 
the active farming from his parents Dan and Mildred, 
who retired to Baldur. Dan continued to help out 
whenever needed. 

Four children were born to Cam and Doreen. Brenton 
Robert was born in November, 1954; Douglas Cameron 
in January, 1958; Susan Audrey in June, 1959; and 
Lundy (Colin) James in February, 1961. By the time the 
children reached school age, Greenway School had 
consolidated with Baldur, so none of them ever attended 
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their father's school. They did however go to Sunday 
school at the Greenway United Church and participated 
in the annual Christmas concerts organized by Mrs. Jack 
Stone. 

A highlight of the summer was Greenway Fair Day! It 
was a busy time for Cam as he served terms as president 
and director. This included preparation of the grounds 
for the big day, as well as the clean-up after. Doreen did 
her part, exhibiting home baking, sewing, knitting and 
canning, as well as encouraging the family to put more 
energy into the grooming of their 4-H calves. It was a 
busy but happy time for all. 

Winter time activities included curling at the Greenway 
rink and bonspieling in neighbouring towns. Then Doug 
and Colin became interested in hockey, and had to be 
transported to practices several times a week. Thus began 
a new interest for Cam as coach of the "Ten and un
ders". There were 4-H Calf Club meetings to attend and 
music lessons to round out the winter days. Summer 
brought a change of uniforms and Doug practised pit
ching and batting, while Colin switched from a sturdy 
defenceman to a back catcher in little league. Doreen and 
Susan were in the cheering section, as this was the busy 
season for farmers. 

The farm home was remodelled to accommodate four 
growing children. The barn and house were both 
modernized with the addition of "running water" - a real 
luxury! In 1967, after Mildred's death, Cam received the 
title to his father's farm. A quarter section adjoining was 
purchased from Robert Craik to provide a good pasture 
for a growing herd of hereford cattle. 

Cam became a member of the Baldur Consolidated 
School Board and Master of the Masonic Lodge No. 82 
at Cypress River. Doreen returned to her teaching 
profession, first at Baldur and then at the Mariapolis 
Elementary School. 

Unexpectedly, on Sept. 17, 1969, just a few days before 
Cam's 40th birthday, a truck accident near Greenway 
claimed his life. The farm machinery was sold by auction 
and the farm land was rented to Frank Parsonage. The 
family continued to live in their home while the boys 
attempted to raise a small herd of cattle in order to 
continue in their Beef Club. 

The three boys and Susan attended high school III 

Baldur and enjoyed the recreational activities such as 
school bonspiels, field days, concerts, entertaining their 
friends in the rec room and even hosting a graduation 
party in the yard. (An honour never-to-be-forgotten by a 
few chosen parents.) A trip to Disneyland by the family 
during the 1973 Easter break was memorable as well. 

In 1977, when the three oldest of the family had 
graduated, Doreen married Murray Richmond of 
Cypress River, and moved there to a new home with 
Colin. The farm home was rented to a cousin, Brian 
Cornock, at this time. In 1981, the Andrews family, co
partners in the Tiger Hills Gravel Co., took up residence 
in their home. 

Brenton Robert (Brent) held the office of student 
council president in his final year of high school, and 
went on to graduate from the University of Manitoba, 
where he received the degree Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture. On June 10, 1977, he married Laurel Milner 
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of Dauphin. Presently Laurel is working as an R.N. at 
the Misericordia Hospital and Brent has been employed 
by the Shell Canada Chemical Company since his 
graduation. They both enjoy curling and baseball in their 
leisure time. They have moved to Saskatoon, and have 
purchased a home there. 

Douglas Cameron travelled with a group of high 
school friends to Quebec on an exchange, sponsored by 
The Young Voyageur Program, where they lived with 
French families at Thetford Mines. After graduation, 
Doug worked at a variety of johs, returning to the 
University of Manitoba where he received his diploma in 
agriculture in 1981. He married Deborah Fransoo of 
Baldur on July 15, 1978. Debbie is employed by Great 
West Life Company and Doug by Parrish and Heim
becker Limited, grain buyers. They enjoy sports activities 
including the currently popular Belgium Bowling. They 
reside in Winnipeg. 

Susan Audrey travelled to Europe before her final year 
of High School. She spent a month touring with her 
mother, Doreen, visiting the British Isles and the con
tinent. Her interest in writing led her to study journalism 
and photography in Calgary. She obtained a diploma in 
journalism from the Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology in 1979. She has been employed as a reporter 
for the "Carman Valley Leader" - a weekly newspaper 
for two years and is now editor. She shares a home in 
Carman with little son Matthew Robert who was born 
December, 1980, and younger brother Colin. 

Lundy (Colin) James enjoyed all sports activities while 
at school. He made the family very proud when he 
received a trophy for the top athlete at the field day in his 
final year of elementary school, and again when he was 
awarded a medal at the provincial field day at Neepawa 
during high school. He was active in the Greenway 4-H 
Beef Club, winning a calf at the Brandon Winter Fair calf 
scramble. Colin is employed by G.L. Kitching Limited of 
Carman, a large farming operation. Colin is gaining 
experience in many phases of farm work, including 
welding and shop work. In the future, with more ex
perience and a bank balance, he is considering working 
the family farm at Greenway and living in the house his 
grandfather Dan built. His hope is to hear the farm called 
"The Colin McLennan Farm". 

HECTOR AND ELVA McMILLAN FAMILY 

Back Row: Dorothy, Kenneth, Sandra, Stanley, 
Vivian. Front Row: Hector, Elva and Jessie. 



Rector was born at Wawanesa, the oldest son of a 
farming family. He attended Tennerfield School for two 
years before the family moved to a farm at Ochre River. 
He then attended Turtle River School before farming. In 
1935, Hector married Elva Brooks, the third daughter in 
a family of five girls. The first year of their marriage 
home was known as "The Starr Place", on a farm near 
Makinak. Elva remembers how cold the house was in the 
Worst of all winters, 1936. 

A move after that dry year took Hector and Elva to a 
farm near Ochre River where their children were all born: 
Dorothy in 1936, Jessie in 1940, Sandra in 1947, Vivian in 
1949, Kenneth in 1951 and Stanley in 1958. 

After a severe injury which resulted from a run-away 
team on a sleigh, Hector's health was never good so 
preVented them from farming for too many years. In 
1~62, they sold their farm and bought a grocery and 
giftware store at Sidney. 

Hardship again struck Hector and Elva when their 
store burned during the winter of 1963 - the family barely 
escaped with their lives. It was in the United Church 
manse that the McMillan family found shelter until their 
rn~ve to Baldur that same year. Home in Baldur was the 
res~dence adjacent to the grocery and dry goods store 
WhICh they purchased from Robert Craik. 

Hector and Elva kept a friendly family store until 
March, 1976, when they sold the contents of the store by 
public auction. It was in Ninette that Hector and Elva 
chose to build their new home because they had friends 
~ere and they were centrally located among their family. 

ere they enjoy retirement and gardening. 
h Dorothy married Jim Green of Wakopa in 1956, and 

t ey have three children. 
h Jessie married Ron Skeoch of Killarney in 1960. They 

ave a family of five. 
Sandra, upon completing her schooling in Baldur, 

Worked at McKenzie Seeds in Brandon for almost five 
hears. In 1970, she married Mark Collins of Baldur. They 

ave two sons, Ryan, seven, and Kent, five. It was Mark 
~ho purchased the property owned by Hector and Elva in 

977. Hector helped Mark tear the store down (one of the 
Ol?est buildings in Baldur). Mark built a new house on 
~hIS site; the first house in Baldur to have a wooden 
b as~ment. Mark drives a school bus and is in the carpet 

USlness. Sandra works part-time for Wallis Agencies. 
Vivian worked part-time in the telephone office in 

Baldur while completing her high school. A secretarial 
~urse at Assiniboine College trained her for a position at 

awanesa Co-op Store where she worked until her 
~~rriage to Gordon Williamson in 1969. They reside in 
S Ilton where Gordon farms. They have three children, 

cott, Lori and Darrin. 
During the years Kenneth attended Baldur and 

Glenboro Schools, he worked with Jack and Doris Stone 
after school and during holidays. He enjoyed the farm 
and they valued his help. In 1971, Kenneth took a heavy 
duty mechanics course at Assiniboine College. In April, 
.1972, Kenneth was employed by Pat Dale of Miniota and 
It was there he took his bride, Roydena Foster, in June of 
that year. For the past eight years Kenneth farmed at 
Virden where he also ran a seed cleaning plant and helped 
rnake truck tarps. Recently, Kenneth and Roydena 

moved to Rossburn where Kenneth is back at heavy duty 
mechanics in the International Harvester garage. He and 
Roydena are raising three sons, Kandis, Duane and 
Travis. 

Stanley took all his schooling from grades I to XII at 
Baldur School. He, too, was a great help on the Stone 
farm until he went to a farm at Mazenod, Sask. He 
helped the Petersons combine from Texas, U.S.A. up to 
the Canadian border for three years. Stanley is still 
farming with Peterson Brothers where he took his bride, 
Evelyn McDougall, in October, 1980. 

DUNCAN AND EUPHEMIA MCPHAIL 
FAMILY 

In 1889, Duncan and Euphemia McPhail, with sons 
Gordon and Frank, came by c.p .R. to Glenboro, which 
was the nearest station to Belmont at that time. They 
trekked to their homestead in the Delta district, south
west of Belmont. 

In January, 1900, Duncan passed away at age 70, so 
later that year Euphemia with her son Frank moved to 
Baldur. Their first home was a house where the Baldur 
Motel now stands. They moved later to a house on 
Fourth Street on the bank above the creek. This was an 
ideal spot for Frank to raise ducks and geese. He also 
enjoyed gardening and grew small fruit trees. Raising 
poultry, pheasants and peacocks also interested Frank. 

Euphemia passed away at the age of 82, in March, 
1914. She is remembered for the long-wearing black 
stockings she knitted for the grandchildren. 

Frank never married and lived in Baldur until March, 
1952, when he passed away in his late seventies. 

GORDON AND MAY McPHAIL F AMIL Y 

Gord, Hugh, May, Rod, Elsie, Frank, Duncan and Bruce. Front; 
grandson Gordon. This picture was taken in Alberta in 1948. 

Gordon and May and their seven children came to 
Baldur to the "Schultz Farm" from their homestead 
southwest of Belmont, near Pelican Lake, in the Delta 
District in mid April, 1923. They lived on the Schultz 
farm until April, 1925. Their children were; Duncan, 
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Roderick, Bruce, Frank, Phyllis, Margaret and Edith 
May. 

On May 29, 1923, the youngest child, James Hugh, 
was born. Gordon farmed for the two years before taking 
his family and a railcar of settler's effects to the Peace 
River country, 360 miles north of Edmonton, Alta. 
Settler's effects included household furnishings and a few 
livestock and some pOUltry. 

While in Baldur, six children attended school. Their 
teachers were Miss Wilson, Miss Bateman, Miss Snidal, 
and the principal was Mr. C. Fines. They also attended 
Sunday School, C.G.I.T., Tuxis Trail Rangers, and took 
part in the various departments of the Boys and Girls 
Agriculture Club and fairs. They enjoyed skating and 
watching hockey and their ardent curling father. They 
became avid curlers themselves in later years and formed 
many brother and father-son rinks in Peace River. 

Gordon and May were both staunch workers serving 
their communities wherever they lived. They celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Jan. 23, 1958. They retired from 
the farm in 1963. In his 96th year, Gordon passed away 
Dec. 3, 1967, and May passed away on Jan. 14, 1981, at 
age 94. 

ALEX McQUARRIE FAMILY 

Alex McQuarrie was one of the earliest pioneers in Dry 
River, coming here from Ontario in 1881, homesteading 
on the SE of section 16. His pre-emption was the SW of 
section 16 and later he acquired the SW of section 15. He 
was one of the pioneers instrumental in the formation of 
the Dry River School District and became the first trustee 
elected to the board. 

The McQuarrie residence became a halfway house for 
travellers going from Baldur to Pilot Mound or vice 
versa. Many a weary traveller, no doubt, were glad of the 
rest, cup of tea, bit to eat or a bed for the night. 

Mr. and Mrs. McQuarrie and family were faithful 
!pembers of the Protestant Church and Sunday School 
held in the Dry River School for many years. 

Alex McQuarrie passed away in his home in 1915, at 68 
years of age. Mrs. McQuarrie went to live with her son 
Sandy until her death in 1925, at 83 years. 

The McQuarries had a family of five, four boys and 
one girl; Alex (Sandy), Angus, Archie, John and Mary. 

Sandy, the eldest son, lived in the district all his life, 
owning the east half of section 20, but he never married. 
He passed away in 1956. 

Angus, second son, married Bella Girling. and lived on 
the NE section 16 for a short time. They had four boys 
and two girls. 

Archie, third son, went to homestead in Guernsey, 
Sask. in 1906, where he met and married Hannah Mc
Cullum. They had two daughters. 

Mary, the only daughter, married Bert Templeton of 
Hannah, North Dakota and they had two girls and a boy. 
Mary and her husband died in 1956, two days apart and 
were buried the same day. 

John, the youngest son, worked with the United Grain 
Growers. He married Eva Ballard and had two boys and 
one girl. He died in 1970. 
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ARCHIE AND HANNAH McQUARRIE 
FAMILY 

Archie and Hannah holding grandson Barry 
Black. 

After the death of Alex McQuarrie in 1915, Archie and 
wife Hannah and daughter Christina, returned to Dry 
River from Guernsey, Sask. and took over the home 
farm. Another daughter, Georgena, was born later. 

The McQuarries always had a steam threshing outfit, 
which did the threshing for the district. These outfits 
were run by 18 or more men; one engineer, one fireman, 
one water tank man, one separator man, two grain men, 
eight men with stook teams and four field pitchers. This 
big outfit did both stook threshing and stack threshing. 
Farmers who had to wait several weeks on the machine, 
had to stack their grain to protect it from the weather. 
Great preparations of food had to be made beforehand 
so the housewife had a very busy time. 

Later when the steam gave way to gas outfits, Archie 
still did much of the threshing for the community. 

In 1916, Archie built the large steel barn that still 
stands on the farm. Many dances were held in the loft of 
this barn, a masquerade dance when it was new, a 25th 
wedding celebration for Archie and Hannah in 1935, and 
a wedding dance for their daughter Christina and George 
Black of Elkhorn on June 9,1941. 

Archie and Hannah were very active in community 
affairs. Archie served as trustee for many years and 
Hannah was involved with Red Cross and Ladies Aid of 
the United Church. They were both very fond of com
pany and very hospitable, so their home had many 
visitors, many suppers, card parties and house dances. 

Hannah sent many bowls of soup and other goodies to 
the sick and shut ins of the district. She also remembered 
those less fortunate at Christmas or on celebrations with 
a chicken, a small cake or a few toys. 

In 1945, Archie and Hannah retired to Pilot Mound 
where Archie passed away on Nov. 23, 1956, at the age of 
76, and Hannah died on her 82nd birthday, Oct. 20, 
1965. 

Christina had taken up teaching as a profession and 
after teaching for three years at Rosehill School, she went 
to Two Creeks School near Elkhorn where she met and 
married George Black. 



Georgena, their second daughter, married Eldon 
Cruikshank of the Marringhurst district in 1943. They 
farmed in the district for a short time and then moved to 
Pilot Mound. They had three boys, Morley, Larry and 
James. Eldon passed away in 1975. 

ALEX McQUARRIE 

Alex McQuarrie (Sandy) bought 20-4-12 in 1903. This 
land was homesteaded by J. Kilgour. In the 30 years 
Sandy bached here he built a large frame home where 
many a neighbour did jigs and reels at the house parties 
he held. Sandy passed away in a nursing home in Win
nipeg in 1956, at the age of 82 years. 

ALI AND ALICE McTAVISH FAMILY 

Ali, Florence, Margaret, and Alice. 

Ali and Alice McTavish, with their daughters, Florence 
and Margaret, came from Rosebank, Man. to the Baldur 
area in August, 1946. They had purchased SE 4-5-14 
from Charlie Gillies. 

Florence and Margaret received their education at 
Welsh School and Baldur High, and both girls went on to 
further education by becoming teachers. 

Florence married Tom Godfrey of Winnipeg in 1957, 
and now lives in Calgary with their family of.four. 

Margaret married Ross Forbes of Greenway in 1959. 
Margaret passed away in 1972, leaving two daughters 
who make their home in Winnipeg. 

Ali and Alice sold their land to Germain Levreault in 
1975. They retired to Baldur in.October, 1977. 

ALEX McWILLIAMS HISTORY 

In 1881, Murdock McQuarrie was living in the half
way house, so called because it was a rest place for 

travellers going from Pilot Mound, and west. This L
shaped log house had been used for the first post office, 
and the trail past it originated in Duluth, Minnesota, and 
came through Emerson, and on to Glenora and to Neelin. 

In 1890, Alex McWilliams Sr. brought his wife and 12 
year old daughter and settled in the half-way house. A 
son, George, was born in 1898. In 1902, they built the 
large brick house which is still lived in by the fourth 
generation. 

In 1929, George married Hilda Brown. They had one 
son, Alex Jr., who was born in 1930. 

Hilda and George retired to Pilot Mound in 1960. 
Hilda passed away May 25, 1980, and George resides in 
Prairie View Lodge. 

Alex Jr. and wife Mary still live on the farm and have 
four children: Jimmie, Janet, Sharon and Roger. 

FRED AND ALICE NEATE FAMILY 

Alice and Fred. 

Fred and Alice came first to Canada for a visit with 
their daughter Dolly and her husband, Robert Cobbald. 
Dolly was expecting her first child. Overwhelmed by the 
vastness of the country and a desire to be close to their 
daughter, they returned to England where they disposed 
of their business and packed some of their most cherished 
belongings and sailed back to Canada in 1921. An old 
grandfather clock was one of the items they brought with 
them. This clock, which was hand-crafted by Mr. Jonas 
Barber when clocks had only one hand by which to tell 
time and which was estimated to be 300 years old at that 
time, survived the voyage in excellent condition, carefully 
wrapped in a feather tick. This clock is still in the family. 

Moving to a new country as young and undeveloped as 
Canada was quite a decision for two people in their mid-
50's to make. Fred was a chiropodist and hairdresser and 
had an excellent business in England. He was, at that 
time, hairdresser to the young boys of the Royal 
Household. These young men were later known as 
Edward VIn and George VI. 

Mr. Neate built a barber shop and poolroom in Neelin 
where he soon had an excellent business again. This 
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Kathleen and Dolly. 

building is still there. 
In 1925, their daughter Kathleen came from Egypt 

where she had been teaching music. Supposedly, she 
came for a visit but she stayed and married Frank Neelin. 
(See Neelin History). 

Robert Cobbald, highly-educated son of a banker and 
a brewery owner, and not wishing to follow in his father's 
footsteps, came seeking adventure, farming in this new 
land. When WWI broke out shortly after he became an 
officer in the Canadian Army and was ~osted back to 
England. During this time he met and married Dorothy 
(Dolly) Neate, a singer, entertaining at convalescent army 
hospItals. After the war they returned to Canada for his 
discharge. North and west of Neelin he began his farming 
endeavours again. Dolly and Bob gave up trying to farm 
and moved to Regina where he entered into the ac
counting business, a job he was much better suited for. 
During a visit with them in 1932, Fred Neate died and was 
buried there, at Regina. 

Alice spent her remaining years with her daughters, 
Kathleen at Neelin, and Dolly, who had moved to 
Vancouver, B.C. She died in 1942, and was buried in the 
Neelin Cemetery. 

Her daughter Dolly died in Vernon, B.C. 
Her daugther Kathleen died on March 19, 1976. 
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JOSEPH AND ELLEN NEELIN 
FAMILY 

Joseph and Ellen. 

In 1881, Joseph Neelin, his wife Ellen, and their young 
son George, came from Winnipeg to make their home on 
the ~orth hill of the beautiful Pembina Valley, ap
proxImately two and one-half miles west of Rock Lake 
on 29-3-14. ' 

Joseph Neelin had come from Ottawa to Winnipeg 
several years previously, his wife had died and he was left 
with a young daughter named Emily. Not long after this, 
he married Ellen Prichard, of Carleton Place (Ottawa). 
The Prichards had originally come from England. 

Joseph Neelin was a builder by trade, building several 
houses in Winnipeg before moving. During the years in 
Winnipeg a son George was born to them, and little 
Emily died of smallpox. Disheartened by a land swindle 
and the death of his wee girl, they decided to start a new 
life farming. They purchased four horses some cows 
some farm machinery, tools and supplies ;nd loaded all 
their belongings on wagons and headed for the Pembina 
Valley, where his brother-in-law operated a sawmill. His 
brother-in-law, R.B. Watson, in partnership with a Mr. 
Cowie, was operating a sawmill in the valley, using water 
power from a fast flowing spring, to run the mill. By 
damming up the spring in the evening, there was enough 
power to run the mill all the next day. Eventually this mill 
was changed to steam power, and the spring just used to 
wash away the sawdust, but this mill, along with the 
other two in the valley, was destroyed in the big prairie 
fire of 1886. 

Mr. Robert Bernard Watson had migrated to this area 
from Ottawa after the death of his first wife Annie 
Neelin. R.B., as he was always referred to, was born an 
Englishman, but claimed noble descent from a 
Pomeranian Count. He was an aristocrat in manner and 
appearance, bearing out the possibility of a noble birth. 
He later married Sarah Prichard, known to all as 
'Trottie'. Trottie was a sister of Mrs. Joseph Neelin. 
'R.B.' built a picturesque house of wood and stucco atop 
the north slope, looking down on the valley at its widest 
point, with Lake Louise clearly visible to the west. This 
house had a special look-out tower built in, where one 
could gaze out over the beautiful scenery in the valley 
below or watch at eye level, the thousands of geese as 
they flew from lake to lake in the spring and fall. This 
house, though deteriorating for years, finally crumbled 
to a heap of rubble only two years ago. 

At about the same time Joseph Neelin came to this 
district, his brother John Neelin also came, with his wife 
Jane and family. They took up residence directly across 
the road allowance from Joseph. John had a family of 
four: two girls, Lillian and Gertrude and two sons 
Stanley and Noble. Diphtheria claimed 'the life of Nobl; 
and he was buried in the old Argyle Cemetery in the plot 
marked by the Prichard stone. John was not cut out to be 
a farmer and soon opened the first store and post office 
in the district. Travelling to Emerson by team for supplies 
to stock the store was almost a weekly trip at the 
beginning, but in 1882, the C.P.R. was built to Manitou, 
and this shortened the haul a great deal. John and his 
family did not stay in these parts long, and it is believed 
he left sometime around 1891 for Port Arthur. 

When Joseph and Ellen Neelin arrived on 29-3-14, the 
big task of building a house and barn confronted them. A 



sawmill was operating in the valley directly south about 
one and a half miles away, and this mill provided all the 
lumber necessary for the hastily built house. The lumber 
was very green elm, which in years to come dried and 
twisted up, causing great cracks to come between the 
boards, leaving only tar paper to keep the wind out. The 
barn was a big hole dug into the bank, with one south 
wall and a pole and hay roof. No animal was ever warmer 
than in a barn like this. The hole is still quite visible on 
the farm now owned by Ken Riglin. 

Joseph Neelin remained on 29-3-14 for 15 years, 
raising mostly cattle, but breaking one small field for 
grain. At this time there was very little sale for grain, and 
no way to transport it other than team and wagon. A 
combination saw and grist mill, located a little south and 
west of them, ground all the flour needed for the early 
settlers in the district. Along with his cattle enterprise 
Joseph worked with David Beatty, a surveyor, who 
surveyed most of this southwestern area of Manitoba. 
The settlers were arriving in such numbers that the 
surveyors had great difficulty keeping ahead of them. 
The surveyors' chains used by Joseph are still in the 
family possessions. 

During the 15 years the Neelins lived on the farm, eight 
more children were born to them: Bert, Percy, Florence, 
Roy, Frank, Mabel, Alf, and Ruby. All the years they 
lived on this farm, the government was holding the land 
back for a school section, and hopes of ever owning it 
faded. 

After the big prairie fire of 1886, the sawmills were all 
burned and many changes in land holdings took place. 
SW 19-3-14 became available with the departure of John 
Montague. The unmarked graves of two of the Montague 
children who died in an epidemic of diphtheria, are 
believed to be about a hundred yards east of the"house. 

Joseph Neelin was quick to see the great potential this 
property had for raising cattle, with its spring still 
running strong, and a few hundred yards south, the 
Pembina River; so he immediately purchased it and once 
again was confronted with the huge task of building a 
house and barn. Taking all the time he needed, this time 
he built a large stone and stucco house. With great skill 
and patience, and over a period of more than two years 
he laboured, driving daily the two miles to the valley, 
working all day building, and home again each night. 
Stone by stone, and using lime mortar kilned from the 
limestones on the surrounding hills, the large L-shaped 
house took shape. Many were the hours spent on this 
labour of love, as he so painstakingly laid the stones, 
carved by hand the curves in the stair bannister'railings, 
and the decorative trim on the roof gables. Each room on 
the ground floor was built on a different level. This idea 
was thought to have been to get away from floor drafts. 
This is a trend we see returning to some of our modern 
architecture boasting sunken livingrooms. This house 
was completed in 1895. 

He then set about building the barn. This too was a 
stone and lime mortar construction with a pole and hay 
roof. This barn did not prove very worthy, and several 
years later had to be replaced. Lime mortar was always 
used, as cement had yet to be invented. 

The next barn was built of logs, and some of these logs 

measured over 24 inches in diameter. This barn was torn 
down around 1955, with some of the logs as sound as the 
day they had been placed there. 

In time to prepare for Christmas in the year 1896 the 
family moved to their new home, bringing with them a 
new baby girl (Ruby), whose awaited arrival had delayed 
the move several weeks. 

Upon John Neelin's departure, the post office. was 
taken over by Henry Cooper, where it remained several 
years before being moved to the home of Joseph Neelin, 
remaining there until 1905, when it combined with 
Moropana Post Office and moved to the new town of 
Neelin. The old cupboard with pigeon holes, and locked 
drawer for registered letters, is still in the old house. 

Joseph served on the Roseberry School Board. 
Roseberry School was built on SW 33-3-14 in 1886, just a 
mile north from him. This school was later moved by 20 
teams of horses to a new site in the new town of Neelin, in 
1907. 

Joseph was the first Justice of the Peace in the area, 
although he never publicized this fact very much. He is 
supposed to have said that "he had enough troubles of 
his own without having to straighten out other peoples". 

In the summer of 1904, the Canadian Northern 
Railway extended its lines south and westward from 
Greenway to Wakopa, going through the Neelin 
property. In the fall of the same year, a station was built 
and in the spring of 1905 a section foreman, William 
Huddlestone, his wife and family became the first 
residents of the new townsite. The townsite from then on 
became known as 'Neelin'. This railway later became the 
Canadian National, but instead of the Wakopa line, was 
always jokingly referred to as the 'Walk and Push', so 
nicknamed because of the many times it had to take a 
second try to climb the long winding hill up out of the 
valley. 

As the Neelin family grew, more land was purchased to 
enlarge the farm. Gradually the farm was taken over by 
sons, Frank and Alf. 

Joseph Neelin died Nov. 12, 1918, at the age of 69 
years. His wife Ellen died Dec. 22, 1937. 

AIJ, Mabel, George, Roy, Ruby and Frank. 

George by this time had acquired his own farm, the 
former John Neelin land. He remained a bachelor and 
died in 1945. 
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Roy was employed by the Bank of Toronto, and after 
being transferred to Saskatchewan, decided to enter the 
farming business again. He bought a farm in the Melaval 
district and farmed there until he retired to Moose Jaw. 
Roy never married either, and he died at Moose Jaw in 
1972. 

Bert went to Yorkton where he became a bricklayer by 
trade. He married; had one son Allan and three 
daughters: Ruth (Mrs. H. Large, Yorkton), Doreen now 
deceased, and Mavis (Mrs. Don Willis). He died in 1962. 

Florence married Oscar Beatty, son of surveyor David 
Beatty, farming most of their life north and west of 
Neelin. They had three childen: Etta (Mrs. J. Aitkens, 
Glenboro), David (at Saskatoon), and Ellen (Mrs. Dan 
Moore, now deceased). Florence died in September, 
1972. 

Mabel married Fred Bramwell, farming for a few years 
in the district before moving to Port Arthur to work for 
Pool Elevators. It was at Port Arthur that Fred was 
accidentally killed in an elevator explosion in the fall of 
1945. They had three children: Edna (Mrs. Wayne 
Aitkenhead), Phyllis (Mrs. Nelson Cooper), and Gregg. 
Mabel returned to her Neelin home after Fred's death 
and lived there until she moved to the Argyle Senior 
Citizens' Lodge in Baldur in 1969. She died in 1978. 

Percy acquired the farm land directly west of the 
Neelin home. He married Margaret Cumming and had 
one daughter: Marjorie (Mrs. Alex Jacobschuck). He 
died in 1946. 

Alf married Mary Jane Mackenzie. They had five 
daughters and one son: Janet (Mrs. Jim Carter), Mary 
(Mrs. Calvin Kirkpatrick), Margaret (Mrs. John Klein), 
Kenzie (Mrs. Cameron Gray), Jean, and William. Alf 
continued farming in the Neelin district until 1948, when 
he moved to a farm one mile east of Killarney. He died in 
1977. 

Ruby married Charles Bramwell, brother of Fred, and 
they farmed in the Cartwright area. Their son Bob, and 
wife Marlene, still live on this farm. Ruby retired to 
Prairie View Lodge, Pilot Mound, in 1980. 

Frank married Kathleen Neate. They had three 
daughters: Mildred (Mrs. Jack Brown), Alice (Mrs. 
Barrie Davidson), and Frances (Mrs. Murray Gillies). 
Frank's wife, Kathleen, had come from London, 
England, for a visit with her parents who had just 
previously moved to Neelin. It was at this time she met 
and married Frank. A whole new way of life was about to 
be experienced by her, as she had grown up in the heart of 
London, knowing only city life. She was a concert pianist 
and music teacher, having at that time just returned from 
Egypt, where she had been teaching music in a private 
boarding school for children of English businessmen 
living there. She soon adapted to her new way of life, but 
always found time in her busy schedule to teach piano 
lessons to anyone desiring to learn. 

When Frank and Alf took over the farm the big swing 
to growing grain was started, and clearing the land was 
the monstrous task that faced most young farmers in 
those days. At that time, the envisioned fields in the 
valley were yet covered with huge stumps, left behind 
from the days of the sawmills. Most of these stumps 
measured close to three feet in diameter. Although they 
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were already rotting, it took many hours of hard labour, 
with shovels digging and horses pulling, to rid the land of 
these stubborn remains of what was once referred to as 
oak forest. Many a root kept two men busy an entire day 
before it surrendered to their back-breaking efforts. The 
years passed by, and in time the land was bared, the fields 
emerged, and crops were grown. 

In 1921, a Rumley Oil Pull tractor was purchased, and 
this engine replaced the horses on the breaking plow. 
However, the horses were still used for all other field 
work until some time in the early 1940's. Many were the 
years that this engine was to run the threshing machine; 
what an exciting day it was to hear that unmistakable 
sound of the old Rumley as it was started up, sounding 
the signal that another harvest was about to begin. Like 
all things old, they are usually cast aside for the new and 
modern, and the Rumley was not used often after 1945. 
Running as well as ever, it can still be seen every summer 
as it is proudly paraded in front of the grandstand at the 
annual Threshermen's Reunion at Austin. 

In 1948, Alf moved to Killarney and Frank took over 
the operation of all the Neelin land. He continued far
ming until 1960, when he retired to Killarney. At that 
time, his daughter Frances and son-in-law, Murray 
Gillies, took over the Neelin family farm. They are still 
farming there today and still living in the old stone house, 
which is in excellent repair. There are five children in the 
Gillies family; Garry, married, with one daughter and 
farming five miles north; Grant, married and living at 
Elgin; son Laurie and daughters Barbara and Beverly still 
at home. 

Having a great love for beautiful flowers, gardens, and 
farm grounds in general, Murray and Frances were very 
honored in 1968, when they were presented with the 
trophy for having the 'Best Farm Home Grounds' in 
Manitoba; an honor that would have made Joseph Neelin 
proud, as the tall, stately maples in front of their house 
were planted there by him many years ago. 

The following lines were written by and dedicated to 
the parents and grandparents of Frances Gillies. 

Your staunch hearts have left their marks 
In the valley you loved so dear; 
Such a beautiful place, and with God's grace, 
You carved your own name here. 
These beautiful hills, where the Wildlife thrills 
The heart of all who see, 
A little fawn, with his spots still on, 
Or a coyote running free. 
The river rolling by us, wends its way without afuss, 
Like the gentle souls, who have reached their goals, 
And passed life on to us. 
Your lives rushed by, like birds in the sky, 
And I see it happening to me, 
But I thank you a lot, for choosing this spot, 
For carving your history. 
With hard work it was bought, 
While hardships werefought, 
But it won't beforgotten by me. 
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JACK AND ALMA NELSON 
FAMILY 

Jack and Alma. 

The NE 4-4-12 was homesteaded by John Nelson, Sr. in 
1879, and was taken over by his second son, John Walter, 
better known as "Jack", in 1915. Jack brought his bride, 
Alma Ruth Wilson, to this homestead. Much of the land 
was covered with bush and the young farmer set to work 
to clear the land. Many long, back-breaking hours were 
spent toiling to prepare the land for seeding. A new barn 
was erected on the farm site. Two boys arrived, Harvey 
(1916) and Raymond (1919), and now the family was 
complete. The boys received their early education in the 
Dry River and Stuartville Schools. Harvey completed a 
diploma course in agriculture at the University of 
Manitoba. Raymond enlisted in the army in 1940, and 
spent seven years in the services. The land provided a 
comfortable living for Jack and Alma for 26 years. They 
built a new home in 1935. In 1941, they moved to Pilot 
Mound where they enjoyed 19 years of retirement 
together. In 1960, Jack became ill with leukemia and 
died. Alma later moved to the west wing of Prairie View 
Lodge in Pilot Mound and after a lengthy illness passed 
away in Pilot Mound Hospital in 1978. 

Harvey married Dorothy Kester in 1941, and took over 
the farm from his father. Three children were born to 
them: Wayne, (1943), Jean, (1948) and Audrey, (1950). 
When Wayne finished his schooling, he helped his father 
on the farm. After his father's death, Wayne married 
Linda Cooper and moyed the old John Campbell house 
to the valley quarter, where he is now living. They have 
two children: Shelley (1970) and Tommy, (1973). (See 
Wayne Nelson). Harvey's elder daughter, Jean, married 
Victor Neustaedter in 1967, and they live in the Jack 
Nelson farm home. Their lives were enriched with the 
arrival of their two children: Sherri, (1969) and Ran
dall,(1972). For the last three years a foster child, Ron 
Clemis, has been making his home with them. Harvey's 
younger daughter, Audrey, married James Cockerline in 
1970, and they live 2 miles east of Pilot Mound on the 
Cocker line farm with their three healthy children, Carla 
(1971), Angela, (1974), and Rodney, (1976). At the time 
they began farming, wheat was 43¢ a bushel, (still better 
than the 25¢ a bushel for No. 1 hard wheat received by 

Jack in 1932), gas cost $13.05 a barrel, a new Case 
combine cost $1363, and a steer brought $40.00. Harvey 
cleared more land and built a new pig barn in 1967. At 
the age of 52, he suddenly fell ill and died in 1969 after a 
short illness. 

After his discharge from the army, Raymond worked 
on an oil tanker for a short time and later became a 
welder on the gas and oil pipelines. He married Velma 
Driver in 1951, and moved his family: Jim (1942), 
Constance, (1949), Bette, (1953), and Patricia, (1955), to 
Kentucky, U.S.A. Raymond still works as a welder on 
the pipelines, but Velma suffered failing health and died 
at Greenup, Kentucky, in 1978. 

There were some years of course when all has not gone 
well on the Nelson farm, but in spite of all the reverses, it 
is a wonderful place to bring up a family. The Pembina 
River runs through the farm and all who live and have 
lived there love the valley land best of all. Argyle is in
deed a very good municipality in which to live and grow, 
with its bountiful harvests, its natural beauty and its 
many kind and compassionate neighbours. 

NELSON CENTENNIAL FARM 
JOHN AND ELIZABETH NELSON 

FAMILY 
FRANK AND TENA NELSON 

FAMILY 
WESLEY AND FREDA NELSON 

FAMILY 

In 1879, John and his brother Jake Nelson left Lanark 
County in Ontario in search of a homestead in the west. 
After travelling by train to Duluth Minnesota, they took 
a boat to Fisher's Landing near the present Grand Forks. 
From there they travelled by river boat up the Red River 
to Emerson. Sometime during their journey they made 
friends with James Baird of Huntington, Que., and now 
the three set off on foot up the Commission Trail. At 
Nelsonville, they met a surveyor, one James Montague, 
who informed them that he had surveyed townships 3-12 
and 4-12 and knew what land was still available. For five 
dollars apiece he offered to choose a homestead for each 
of the three men. They accepted his recommendations 
and filed for their homesteads sight unseen, as they 
feared the land would be taken if they took the time to go 
and inspect it and walk back to file it. As Montague had 
filed for a homestead in the same area, he showed them 
the way to the Pembina River. They crossed at what was 
later the Dempsters Bridge but at that time was merely a 
rope tied to a tree on the other side. 

When they finally reached their homesteads, they were 
pleased with the land Montague had chosen for them, as 
there was ample wood for building and for firewood and 
wood was a top priority in those days. 

Jim Baird's homestead was at the corner on what is 
now the Government Farm. When his sister Elizabeth 
came out west to keep house for him she met John 
Nelson, married him and went to live in the log house he 
had built. 

When the children began to arrive, a frame house was 
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built by Henry Elsey and enlarged as the family grew in 
number. The house is still occupied today having un
dergone alterations through the years. The children were: 
Frank, Fred, Jack, Mark, Lloyd, and Mabel. 

The first years were very difficult due to early frosts 
which froze the grain before it was mature, John and 
Elizabeth were on the point of giving up and moving to 
the States when in 1895, the crop was good, and from 
then on, things improved. An elevator was built in 
Glenora in 1904, making delivery of the grain much more 
convenient. 

In 1909, John travelled to the Seattle World's Fair, 
keeping a pocket book with a record of his expenses. This 
shows such entries as train fare - $55.00; suit of clothes -
$9.00; hotel bill at Calgary - $1.25. 

In 1914, John's eldest son, Frank married the local 
school teacher Christina Hansen and the senior Nelsons 
retired to Winnipeg. 

Frank and Tena. 

Frank and Tena Nelson began their farming operation 
just as WWI was beginning and money was a scarce 
commodity. Frank however was a resourceful and en
terprising man who tried his hand at a number of dif
ferent projects throughout his years on the farm. 

In order to purchase his first car a 1914 Model T Ford 
- he cut wood which he hauled to town and sold during 
the winter. What a thrill it must have been to drive one of 
the first cars in the district!! Roads in those days however 
left much to be desired and getting stuck in the mud was a 
common occurrence. Consequently when rain clouds 
appeared on the horizon, the car was quickly directed 
toward home. 

Frank was also an avid photographer and took post 
card size pictures, doing all the developing himself. He 
was always on hand at the house parties taking pictures 
of those present; people were always very co-operative at 
arranging themselves for a picture. Many of the pictures 
are around today and in very good condition. 

Other projects he tried were sheep raising, corn 
growing for seed, and probably his biggest venture was a 
large and productive orchard which he had during the 
thirties. He was especially adept at grafting apple trees 
and grew many different kinds of apples, as well as 
plums, cherries, currants, raspberries and strawberries. 
Relatives and neighbours were usually well supplied with 
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fruit from his bountiful orchard. 
Church was a very important part of Frank and Tena's 

lives and they always attended. The Marringhurst people 
were mostly Methodists and church was held Sunday 
morning with Sunday school in the afternoon. Frank was 
one of the Bible class teachers while Tena helped out by 
playing the hymns when the regular accompanist was 
absent. 

After Church Union in 1925, Church was held in 
Marringhurst at 11 :00 a.m. every other Sunday, and then 
the minister drove to Floral where church was held at 
3:00 p.m. During the winter months the minister had to 
be driven with horses to his appointments. On these 
Sundays Tena would prepare dinner before going to the 
service and always gave the minister and his driver their 
noon meal before they continued on to Floral. 

In the early part of the century there were many 
anxious and worrisome times as well as the good times, 
especially when there was illness in the family. Frank and 
Tena's children both had scarlet fever and were very ill 
about 1922. This meant quarantine for several weeks, a 
special nurse, and a great deal of anxiety until they 
recovered. The house then had to be fumigated to prevent 
any further spread of the disease. 

A generation later when Wes was installing a water 
system in the house, he had to move a box of old books -
some children's books - from a closet while he connected 
some pipes. Remembering that scarlet fever had once 
been in the house, and books ideal places for germs to 
lodge, the children were well warned not to touch them. 
Temptation, however was too much for the oldest 
daughter and in a few days she developed scarlet fever. 
She was rushed to the doctor, who calmly prescribed a 
sulfa drug and informed the family she would be well in 
two to three days. What a relief it was, and what a dif
ference from the time her father had it 30 years before. 

During the twenties, the ladies of the district formed an 
organization called "A Pleasant Wednesday Af
ternoon". They met once a month in various homes and 
had a social time together. When the depression of the 
thirties struck, money became scarce and it seemed 
necessary to find ways to support the church. The 
organization then became known as "The Ladies' Aid", 
and many resourceful schemes were tried to help pay 
church expenses. 

From the late twenties to WWII, Marringhurst had its 
largest population. As many of the inhabitants were 
young people it was decided that a rink would be a great 
asset during the winter months. Mr. Jim Foley gave them 
a 100 year lease on a piece of land on the creek which was 
in close proximity to the school, so that the pupils were 
able to skate during the noon hours. Shares were sold to 
buy the required lumber for the fence around the ice and 
for a small building which was necessary for warm ups 
and putting on skates. The school barn could also be used 
for the horses during evening skating. The school board 
allowed them to use wood from the school to heat the 
small building. For evening skating, lights were provided 
by gasoline lanterns. 

In order to raise money for expenses such as the 
gasoline, various families took turns providing lunch 
which was sold at the Saturday night skating. The 



maintenance of the rink was pretty well all done by 
volunteers. During the years the rink was in operation, it 
was the centre of social activities in the district. The 
community held carnivals and gave prizes for costumes 
and races. Marringhurst also sported a hockey team in 
the "Bush" league as it was called. Many exciting games 
were held, playing other teams such as Floral, Dry River 
and Glenora. The rink years ended with the beginning of 
WWII and the population of the district has continued to 
decrease with each succeeding year. 

The older residents entertained themselves over the 
years with social evenings of games, music and visiting. A 
debating society of which Frank was an enthusiastic 
member was formed in Marringhurst during the early 
days. Other members were Ralph Wilson, Reg Galloway 
and a local male teacher. They debated against other 
districts about pertinent problems of the day, always 
doing a great deal of research for their material. 

During WWII, Frank found it difficult to obtain farm 
help and so he gradually changed from horse power to 
tractor power. The threshing machine which took about 
eight men was replaced by a small Case Combine which 
made a master mechanic out of its operator, but one man 
could manage with another to haul the grain. 

Frank and Tena had two children - Wesley and 
Marjorie. They received their education in Marringhurst 
and Pilot Mound. Marjorie received her RN from Souris 
General Hospital; Wesley received his B.S.A. from the 
University of Manitoba. 

Frank and Tena retired from the farm in 1946. Frank 
passed away in 1959, but Tena at 92 still maintains her 
own home and enjoys good health. 

Freda and Wes. 

Wes and Freda moved to the farm with their young 
daughter Elaine from Melita where Wes was an 
agricultural supervisor. They bought another half section 
of land adjacent to the home farm and were back to coal
oil lamps again - but not for long. Hydro was there in 
1949, and with it a new life style emerged on the farm. 
They were soon turning taps and flicking switches like 
city folk. 

Winter travel was the next problem to be attacked. For 
several years after they came to the farm, they could not 
use their car after Christmas, and this meant long cold 
trips to town with team and cutter for the weekly 
groceries. 

Wes and his cousin, Vic Nelson, who were neighbours, 
used to don their fathers' buffalo coats and go to Pilot 
Mound across the river valley to bring home various 
supplies and groceries, no freezables of course. One 
Saturday Vic needed coal oil. The oil container had to 
ride on the tongue of the cutter so as not to contaminate 
the groceries if any should leak out. It happened that the 
merchant, always helpful with the loading, inadvertantly 
set the can of coal oil directly on a nail which had worked 
through the tongue and not a drop of coal oil was left 
when they arrived home! 

The municipality. gradually became equipped with 
sufficient snow plows so that roads were kept open most 
of the winter. Horses disappeared and cars became the 
mode of transportation the year around. 

In 1955, Wes became councillor for Ward 1 and 
remained in that capacity for 20 years. He was presented 
with plaques of appreciation from the council and Ward 
1 for his service as councillor. 

When Wes and Freda began their farming operation, 
they kept a small herd of cattle, and raised calves until 
1961, then they sold the cattle and went into laying hens 
in order to market extra grain for which they had no 
quota at the elevator. They sold eggs from 10¢ to 60¢ per 
dozen during the years they kept the hens. 

Until 1967, when the school closed, church and Sunday 
school were held on alternate Sundays at 11 :00 a.m., 
except for the three winter months of January, February 
and March. Wes and Vic Nelson took the Bible class in 
turns and the children's classes were taught by various 
mothers. 

The Ladies' Aid of the last generation has become 
"Marringhurst Community Club" and is non 
denominational. The United Church ladies of the district 
have joined the U .C. W. of Pilot Mound. 

Gordon, Maureen and Elaine. 

Wes and Freda's three children are Elaine (Mrs. John 
Scott), Gordon and Maureen (Mrs. Ken Klein). They 
each received their education in Marringhurst Elementary 
and Pilot Mound Collegiate. Elaine received her RN 
from Victoria General Hospital in Winnipeg in 1967. 
Gordon trained as an electrical technologist and is now a 
journeyman at Simplot Chemicals. Maureen studied 
teacher training at Brandon University. 

In 1979, a two-day celebration was held to com
memorate 100 years of family farm ownership and a large 
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crowd was in attendance. A cairn was built and dedicated 
to the memory of the first pioneers. A family reunion 
concluded the celebration. Wes and Freda are still grain 
farming in 1981. 

LLOYDAND RENA NELSON 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Dale Dobson and Jennifer, Bradley, Vic, Barbara and 
Leigh. Front Row: Marie holding grandson Tommy, Rena, Bobby, and 
Lloyd. This picture was taken on Lloyd's 90th birthday party. 

Lloyd was born on Dec. 29, 1890, the fifth son of John 
and Elizabeth Nelson. He attended Marringhurst School, 
then worked at home with his father and brothers. After 
his parents' retirement, he continued to live and work 
with his brother Frank until he moved to his own place on 
S 33-3-12. 

On Oct. 17, 1923, Lloyd married Elmerina (Rena) 
Welsh, a Scottish lassie who had immigrated to Canada 
from her job in the woollen mills of Glasgow, and had 
been assisted by the Salvation Army in Winnipeg to 
secure a job at the McWilliam's home in Marringhurst. 

Lloyd and Rena's family consisted of one daughter 
Helen, now living in Vancouver, B.C. and three sons, 
Victor, Richard and Clifford. 

Victor married Marie McLean on Nov. 20, 1946. Their 
children are: Leigh, David, Jennifer and Bradley. Leigh 
married Barbara Fallis and they have one son Robert. 
David and Brad are still single. Jennifer married Dale 
Dobson and they have a son, Thomas. 

Richard (Dick) Nelson for many years operated a 
bulldozer in the area. He suffered poor health, and 
passed away in 1977, at age 48. 

Cliff Nelson married Anna McKay of Hannah, Alta., 
and they had two sons, Gregory and Douglas. Anna 
passed away in 1973, after a brief battle with cancer. Cliff 
now resides at Kamloops and has recently retired from 
theC.N.R. 

When Victor and Marie took over the farm in 1946, 
Lloyd and Rena retired to a new house in Pilot Mound, 
where Rena enjoyed an outlet for her vocal talents. 
However, Lloyd's heart was still in Marringhurst, and 
after a few years of town life, they moved back and built 
a new house on that part of the land now known as the 
Government Farm. Here Lloyd continued his interest in 
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farming, and they both resumed an active role in church 
and community affairs. In 1963, Lloyd suffered a badly 
shattered leg in an accident on the farm, and during his 
long convalescence they decided to retire to Vancouver. 
They sold their farm to Laurente Delichte of Swan lake, 
who in turn sold it to the Government for a Wildlife 
Management Area. 

On Lloyd's original farmsite, Vic and Marie built a 
new house in 1965. At this time, an allergy to grain dust 
forced Vic to rent the land and accept off-the-farm 
employment. Lloyd and Rena, who had moved to White 
Rock, B.C. were lonely, as a basement suite in the new 
house was prepared for them. This was their "home 
base" from which they travelled on frequent visits to the 
coast, and to Florida, for many winters. 

During these retirement years, Lloyd developed a keen 
interest in antiques and in preserving the past history. 
When consolidation brought about the closing of 
Marringhurst School, the district residents formed a 
committee with Lloyd Nelson as chairman, to turn the 
beautiful school grounds into a public park and museum. 
The project became a "labour of love" for Lloyd, and he 
spent many long hours there mowing grass, cleaning up 
after picnics and collecting old pictures for display. 

Lloyd and Rena celebrated their 50th wedding an
niversary belatedly in June, 1974, at a lawn party, when a 
host of friends called to share their happy memories. In 
July, 1979, Lloyd had the pleasure of unveiling the cairn 
at the centennial celebration of the Nelson farm where he 
was born, he being the oldest living member of the 
family. In December, 1980, four generations of his 
family gathered in the new CE building of the United 
Church in Pilot Mound to help Lloyd celebrate his 90th 
birthday, along with many other relatives and friends. 

In June, 1980, Lloyd and Rena moved into Suite No.5 
at Prairie View Lodge in Pilot Mound, where they are 
enjoying making many new friends as well as visiting 
their many old friends and neighbours living there. 

ARGYLE'S COUNTRY STORE 
WAYNE AND LINDA NELSON 

FAMILY 

Over 100 years ago, where the early settlers coming 
from Emerson crossed the Pembina River into what was 
called the Dry River district, was the beginning of what 
Wayne and Linda Nelson named Braeside. On one of the 
most picturesque farms in Argyle, because of the 
naturally wooded hills and river winding through the 
valley, they made their home there on the side of the hill 
(hence the name Braeside) as modern pioneers of the 
early 70's. 

They farmed for a few years until the similar fate of 
many other small farms took them in its stride. Wayne 
worked at agriculture-related jobs, and his wife, Linda, 
gave this "little piece of heaven" a new aspect - an an
tique store. Built in 1977, it preserved the memory of 
those early pioneers who passed this way on their oxcarts, 
and provided collectors with a unique place to treasure 
hunt for relics of the past. 

Wayne and Linda were collectors for many years, and 



anything old, that had merit, took their fancy. Primarily 
collecting smallwares, Linda had a passion for old bottles 
and glassware; Wayne liked farm tools and lamps. The 
enjoyment they had of meeting interesting people, both 
collectors and in the trade, was their greatest fulfillment. 

In the summer of 1981, the Nelsons discontinued their 
business, planning to re-Iocate to British Columbia, 
where the less severe climate, it is hoped, will be 
beneficial to Wayne's bronchial asthma condition. 
"Happy are they who are brave enough to push on to 
another stage of the journey". 

Wayne and Linda have two children, Tom and Shelley. 

HARRY AND MINNIE NEWTON F AMIL Y 

Harry and Minnie. 

Harry and Minnie Newton were born in Ontario -
Harry in Orangeville and Minnie in Carleton Place. They 
were married in 1907, and lived in Drayton, Ont., where 
Harold, Evelyn and Frank were born. 

Minnie had been a milliner before she was married and 
made pretty little hats for Evelyn. Harry was a tinsmith 
by trade. 

In 1917, the family went by train, first to Pilot Mound 
for a year, then on to Rocanville, Sask., where Harry 
worked at his trade for seven years. If Harry could take 
measurements of an old tin article, he could make a new 
one, as he was often asked to do in threshing time. He 
once made Evelyn a little set of table and chairs and the 
table had a little tin drawer in it. He was often called to 
the country to do eavestroughing. 

In 1924, Harry bought the John McKay hardware store 
in Neelin, with the tinsmith shop at the back. The family 
rented the Bob Bramwell house across from Henwoods. 
The children found it strange, coming from a four-room 
school to the one-room Roseberry School, but they soon 
adjusted and found new friends. 

A few years later they bought the cottage across the 
road, on the corner, and had it enlarged and remodelled. 
Often Harry would be busy in the tin shop or have to go 
to the country to do eavestroughing, so Minnie would 
work in the store. She also helped on mail days to get the 
orders out. 

Both Minnie and Harry were active workers for the 

Anglican Church. Minnie worked for the W.A. and 
Harry was a Church Warden for many years. 

As the children grew up and finished high school, 
Harold became a teacher in 1931, but he couldn't get a 
school. In the fall of 1932, he went north and taught in 
Indian schools at Moose Lake and The Pas, and took 
services in the church on Sundays. Five years later, he 
went to Saskatoon and took his B.A. and theological 
degrees and became an Anglican clergyman. His first 
parish was Hamiota, where he met Lorna Forsyth, and in 
1943, they were married and went to the parish of Holy 
Trinity, Killarney. Their next parish was St. Mary's, 
Brandon, where their son Jim was born. Harold was 
assistant at Holy Trinity, Winnipeg, for two years before 
moving to Toronto, where St. Patrick's Church, North 
Toronto, was built during his ministry. He came back to 
Winnipeg in 1960, and served in the parishes of St. 
Jude's, St. Bartholemew's and St. Martin's, and finally 
as assistant at St. John's Cathedral. At present, he is 
acting padre at Deer Lodge Hospital. They have one son, 
Jim. 

Evelyn became a teacher, teaching at Bellafield, near 
Ninette, Pembina Crossing, Manitou, Helston School, 
and one year in Birtle before going to Winnipeg. She 
taught seven years at Rupertsland Girls' School. In 1950, 
Evelyn and her mother, Minnie, bought a house in West 
Kildonan and Evelyn taught in West Kildonan Schools. 
In 1963, Minnie died and Evelyn sold the house and 
moved to an apartment. After teaching for 22 years in 
West Kildonan, Evelyn retired in 1972. She is now living 
in an apartment in North Kildonan. 

Frank took his Grade XII at Boissevain and went to 
Normal but he didn't teach, for he was needed to help his 
dad in the store. In 1942, he enlisted in the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical Corps and went overseas. When 
the war was over, he returned and married Ida Bolton in 
1946. When Harry died, in 1948, Frank stayed on at the 
store. Frank and Ida had three children, Ross, Janice and 
Joann, who were born in Neelin. Frank and family 
moved to Cartwright when business became poor because 
of the closing of the post office and the school in Neelin. 
He worked in the Herb Newton Store until it closed. He 
went to Winnipeg and took a course which led to his 
working the last 10 years at Childens' Aid in the adoption 
branch. The family lived in St. James. Their children 
were: Ross, Janice and Joann. Ross received his B.A., is 
working at Diver's Den on Henderson Highway, and is a 
scuba diver instructor. He is married to Sharon Hodgson. 
Janice married John Markowsky and is living in 
Saskatoon. Joann received her B.A. and is manageress of 
the Classic Bookstores in Winnipeg. 

ERIC AND DOROTHY NORBERG FAMILY 

Eric was born in Gammelsvenby, Russia, of Swedish 
parents, in 1922, and they immigrated to Canada in 1930. 
They settled in Meadows, Man. Eric was the eldest of 12 
children born to Juilius and Maria Norberg. He received 
his education in Meadows and Winnipeg schools. He 
worked on the C.P .R. section for a few years and later 
transferred to the baggage department in Winnipeg. He 
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Eric, Rick, Dorothy with Patricia on her knee, and Danny. 

contacted tuberculosis and spent some time in the Ninette 
Sanatorium. He studied business management, 
bookkeeping and typing while at the sanatorium, passing 
with a perfect average. 

Dorothy was born at Renever, Man. in 1927, youngest 
daughter of Edward and Annie Clark. After receiving her 
education; she worked as support staff in Kamsack, 
Grandview and Dauphin Hospitals. She took the 
Practical Nurse course offered at Ste. Rose du Lac 
Hospital, receiving her license in 1949. During that 
summer, she contacted tuberculosis and spent the next 
few years at Ninette Sanatorium. It was there that she met 
Eric. By this time, Eric had worked his exercise up to a 
full day and was driving the sanatorium van. One of the 
highlights in sanatorium life was the Saturday night shows 
at Killarney. Your name was left at the office and the first 
seven persons went to Killarney. Eric, being the driver, 
wanted Dorothy along each Saturday, so he would ask 
some of the older patients, who didn't care to go, if he 
could put their name down, making it possible for 
Dorothy to go in their place. It was on one such trip that 
Eric and Dorothy were married. No one at the sanatorium 
knew for awhile, but secrets were hard to keep there. 
Dorothy still has the beautiful ribbon that accompanied 
their one and only gift, typed with the names of their 'san 
pals'. Those were happy days. 

On leaving the sanatorium, Eric worked for Libby, 
McNeill and Libby in Winnipeg and commuted from 
Meadows. As he did not like city life, he applied and 
received clerical work with St. Andrews Municipality at 
Clandeboye. Eric and Dorothy lived there until 1959, 
when Eric was employed by the R.M. of Argyle as 
secretary-treasurer. He died suddenly in August, 1964, 

Eric and Dorothy had three children. 
Richard Wayne (Ricky), their eldest son, was born in 

June, 1952. He started school at Clandeboye and 
completed his elementary school in Baldur. He went to 
the Glenboro High School and graduated in 1972. He 
worked for the Gulf Oil, during the evenings, during his 
school days and for a year following, but not finding 
security with them, he turned to Snap-On Tools, first 
working in the warehouse, and now as a dealer. He 
married Pamela Bate in 1975 and they have two 
daughters. They reside in Brandon. 
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Daniel Arvin was born in Selkirk Hospital in February, 
1957. He received his education in Baldur, graduating in 
1975. He went on to the University of Manitoba, where 
he graduated in 1979 with a Bachelor of Science, 
Honours degree. He is employed with the City of 
Winnipeg as a computer programmer. 

Patricia Joan was born in the Baldur Hospital in April, 
1961. She received her education in Baldur, graduating in 
1979. She is presently studying Animal Health 
Technology at Kelsey Institute in Saskatoon, Sask. 

Dorothy returned to work as an L.P.N. in Baldur 
Hospital in June, 1965, and still works in that capacity. 

MAGNUSANDJAKOIDNA 
NORDAL FAMILY 

Magnus and Jakobina farmed for many years in the 
Argyle Municipality on 22-6-13. Magnus was one of the 
first babies born on Hecla Island. His parents were Jon 
Magnusson Nordal and Sigridur, both from Iceland. The 
family moved to the Argyle district in 1883. Magnus 
married Gudny Jakobina Johnson, who had been born in 
Iceland. 

Jon and Sigridur. 

The Nordals were active leaders in community affairs, 
holding offices for many years in Bru Lutheran Church 
and in Oliver School organizations. 

Magnus and Jakobina had six children. 
Agnes married Bill Evans, and they are living in 

Vancouver. Their four children are Lynne, Michael, 
Suzanne and Janice. 

Runa married Jon Jonsson, son of Thordis and 
Krist jan Jonsson of the same district. They had one 
daughter, Linda, and resided in Winnipeg. 

Jon married Dorothy Anderson, daughter of Gustu 
and Jon Anderson of the same district. Their children are 
Carole, Diana, Lenore, Leonard and Barry. They 
remained on the family farm for many years before 
moving to Cypress River. 

Helga married Guttormur Johnson. Helga was a 
teacher at Ames and later, they moved to Gimli, where 
two daughters were born, Corinne and Elaine. 

Elmer married Marguerite Staples of Treherne. They 
had five children; Valerie, Ron, Greg, Daphne and 
Janice. Elmer was well-known because of his vocal 



talents and his employment for 38 years as an officer with 
the Winnipeg Police. 

Victor Isford Nordallived on the family farm from the 
time of adoption until he joined the Royal Canadian 
Navy. He later became a resident of Vancouver. 

GUDMUNDUR GUDMUNDSSON 
NORDMAN FAMILY 

Gudmundur Gudmundsson Nordman was born in 
Iceland on Oct. 1, 1847, at Melrakkasleta, 
Thingeyjarsysla. His father was Gudmundur Gott
skalksson and his mother was Gudrun Skuladottir. He 
decided to come to Canada to make a better living 
because times were very hard in Iceland. He arrived in 
Quebec on Sept. 23, 1874, where he worked on the 
railroad the following winter. His wage was $1.00 per day 
and board. He worked at various jobs in eastern Canada, 
including ship-building, road construction, bookkeeping 
and clock repair. In the spring of 1876, he came to 
Manitoba. He worked for a short time at Lockport and 
Winnipeg and then spent a year with Skuli Amason, a 
half-brother who lived in the "New Iceland" area near 
Gimli, Man. 

In 1877, he married Gudrun Kristjansdottir, born in 
Svinadal, Hunavatnsysla, Iceland. They lived near Gimli 
for three years. Their son, Gudmundur and a daughter, 
Gudny were born there. In March 1881, Gudmundur 
came to Argyle with Skuli Amason, Sigurdur 
Christopherson, Skapti Arason and another man. They 
travelled in a covered sleigh drawn by oxen and reached 
Argyle in 19 days. 

Halldor Amason, Skuli's twin brother, had staked a 
homestead claim for Gudmundur on NW 12-6-13 and 
here he built a log house and dug a well. In May he 
journeyed back to New Iceland by steamboat and on foot 
to get his family. His possessions when he returned to 
Argyle were two oxen, two cows and $10.00 in cash. In 
the fall he sold one cow to buy flour and potatoes, which 
were very expensive. He was a good carpenter and to 
make a living that winter he made and sold axe handles 
(30¢ each), ox yokes and sleighs. Later he also made skis, 
caskets, and built log homes in the neighbourhood. He 
skied to Portage la Prairie to get the mail. 

The homestead was mostly covered with trees and 
scrub. It was difficult to clear but he accomplished this 
and later bought NE 11-6-13, SE 24-6-13 and N 25-5-13. 

There were six children in the family: two step
daughters, Sigurbjorg and Dora; and Gudmundur; 
Gudny; Krist jan; and Conrad. Gudmundur's wife died in 
1887. His second wife was Gudbjorg Thorsteinsdottir 
born in Nordurmulasysla, Iceland. They had no children. 
Gudmundur retired from farming in 1914, but they 
continued to live on the farm. Gudmundur died on 
March 2,1935, and Gudbjorg on March 21, 1943. 

Sigurbjorg married Edward Bernhoft and they lived at 
Hensel, North Dakota, near Cavalier. They had 15 
children. She and Edward are now deceased. 

Dora married Jack Kinsley. They had a family of two 
boys: Edward, who died at an early age; and David, who 

Gudbjorg and Gudmundur. 

served in the armed forces and later worked for the city 
of Winnipeg. He and his parents are deceased. 

Gudmundur Jr. (See Gudmundur Nordman Jr. 
History). 

Gudny married Andrew Hanna, a druggist in Cypress 
River. They moved to Elstow, Sask. They had two girls 
and two boys: Eleanor; Tom (Deceased); Norman; and 
Patricia. Gudny and Andrew are now deceased. 

Krist jan (See Krist jan Nordman History). 
Conrad (See Conrad Nordman History). 

GUDMUNDUR JR. AND SIGURBJORG 
NORDMAN FAMILY 

Gudmundur went to Blaine, Washington, around 
1900, and worked in a sawmill. In 1905, he married 
Sigurbjorg Sigurdson, whose parents were Sigurdur and 
Thora Sigurdson. Her family had moved to the west 
coast from north of Glenboro, Man. After their 
marriage they moved back to Argyle and settled on SE 
24-6-13 and SW 19-6-13. Gudmundur served as coun
cillor for Ward 5 from 1929, to 1931, and as a trustee of 
Cypress Valley School district for a time. He also 
delivered mail on the Cypress River rural route. Gud
mundur and Sigurbjorg had five children: Frank, 
Wilbert, Harold, Carl and Lillian. 

Frank married Lois Gardiner of Cypress River, Man. 
They farmed for five years on NW 10-6-13 and NW 3-6-
13, and for five years in the R.M. of Victoria. They 
moved to Cypress River and Frank worked at road 
building and maintenance for the R.M. of Victoria for 15 
years. He died on Jan. 13, 1969. Lois lives at Cypress 
River. 

Wilbert married Anna Sveinsson of Baldur, Man. on 
March 29, 1958. They have one son, Donald, born July 
30, 1959. They have lived in Baldur since their marriage. 
Wilbert farmed with his brother Harold until 1952, then 
worked as a carpenter and bridge builder until 1961, 
when he became custodian of Baldur School. He held this 
position for 20 years, retiring in 1981. Anna has been 
secretary-treasurer of the Municipality of Argyle since 
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1973. From 1943 to 1958, she worked for Carl Atkins, 
who was secretary-treasurer of the Municipality of 
Argyle and worked briefly as secretary-treasurer in 1959, 
after Mr. Atkins became district registrar at the Carman 
Land Titles Office. Donald is attending University in 
Winnipeg, Man. 

Harold served in the armed forces and continued 
farming on his return. After leaving the farm he worked 
as a bridge builder and carpenter. He lives at Cypress 
River, Man. 

Carl married Leita Campbell of Cypress River. They 
have two children, Calvin and Cathy. Carl served in the 
armed forces. He worked for 15 years as clerk in a store 
in Cypress River before moving to Brandon in 1967. He 
now works as custodian at the Court House. Leita 
worked for the Manitoba Telephone System at Cypress 
River and has continued this work in Brandon. 

Lillian married AI. G. Chester who was born in 
Saskatchewan. They have a family of two boys, Bob and 
Terry. Al served in the air force. After their marriage 
they lived in Winnipeg, British Columbia and California. 
They now live in Brandon, Man., where Lillian works at 
the Hillcrest Personal Care Home. Al is a musical en
tertainer. 

Gudmundur died on Dec. 4, 1937, and Sigurbjorg died 
on April 2, 1964. 

CONRAD AND LAURA NORDMAN 
FAMILY 

Conrad married Laura Landy, daughter of John and 
Sigridur Landy, on Dec. 21, 1914. They farmed on the 
Nordman home farm all their lives. The farm is 
celebrating its Centennial Year in 1981, having been 
farmed by the Nordman family since it was homesteaded. 
Conrad and Laura were very active in the church, choir, 
ladies' aid and community affairs. Conrad was the first 
organist in the Bru Church, continuing for 45 years, until 
he died. Their children are Evelyn, John and Herbert. 

Evelyn married Jim Gardiner of Cypress River, Man. 
Jim served in the Air Force and then operated a garage in 
Cypress River. They moved to Winnipeg where Jim 
works for Manitoba Hydro. Evelyn has played in a dance 
orchestra for many years. They have two daughters, Judy 
(Mrs. Walter Morrow) and Betty (Mrs. Barry Petrus). 

John married Iris Davidson of Cypress River. Their 
children are Dennis, Dianne and Cheryl. Dennis married 
Flora Faaren of Killarney, Man. They have two children, 
Gina and Conrad. They live at Dakota, Man. Dianne 
married Bill Arran of Glenboro. Their children are 
Bradley and Lynn. They live in Winnipeg. Cheryl 
married Ernie Cheyne of Waskada, Man. They have two 
children, Danny and Terry and live in Winnipeg. Iris 
passed away in 1960. John farms on the centennial 
homestead where he and Iris lived. He was secretary
treasurer of Bru School District for many years. He has 
played in dance orchestras for several years. 

Herbert married June Arran of Glenboro, Man. They 
have two girls, Lori and Leanna. June was chief operator 
for Manitoba Telephone System at Glenboro. Herbert 
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and June also live on the family centennial farm, which 
they operate with John. 

Conrad died in August, 1957, and Laura in November, 
1978. 

KRISTJAN AND JEAN NORDMAN 
FAMILY 

Krist jan married Jean Amason, whose parents were 
Ingolfur and Maria Amason. They farmed in R.M. of 
Argyle and R.M. of Victoria until 1933, when they 
moved to Winnipeg. Their family were: Iris, Edwin, 
Rurik, Ivan and Marvin. 

Iris married Chris Ingaldson. Their children are 
Ingimar, Paula and Ivan. Iris is now deceased. Chris lives 
in Winnipeg. 

Edwin married Judy Procter. He served in the armed 
forces and is a retired postman living in Winnipeg. 

Rurik (Ric) married Kay McFee. They have two boys, 
Grant and Greg. Rurik served in the armed forces. He is 
now serving as Councillor of St. Charles Ward on the 
City of Winnipeg Council. 

Ivan married Chris Cameron. Their children are Carol, 
Cameron and Chris. Ivan served in the armed forces and 
now works for the Hudson's Bay Co. in Winnipeg. 

Marvin married Helen Thorndike. Their children are 
Kurtis, Kura and Andrea. He served for a time as 
Assistant Deputy Minister and then as Deputy Minister 
of Public Works. They now live at Gimli, Man. 

Krist jan died on Nov. 25, 1972, and Jean is also 
deceased. 

PHILO AND LEORINDA ODELL FAMILY 

Leorinda and Philo. 

Philo Odell was born in Steuben County, New York 
State, on July, 3, 1851. Philo spent his boyhood in 
Steuben County, and then worked in the lumber business 
in Michigan. He came to Winnipeg when the Red River 



ox carts were plentiful, and he saw the first l~comotive 
arrive in Winnipeg. He worked on the constructIOn of the 
first railway line from Ontario to Winnipeg, and then on 
the building of the first C.P .R. station iT? Winni~eg. 

On June 15, 1883, he married Leonnda OlIve Olson 
(Enga Olafdottir, born Sept. 21,1860, at Afr?ar Cou~ty, 
Iceland), and they lived on the homestead m CavalIer, 
North Dakota for 25 years. 

Philo first came to Argyle in the spring of 1902, and 
was so impressed with the country that he bought a farm. 
He purchased the farm, 15-3-13, from Bellehouse, and as 
he had not yet sold his farm in the States, he rented the 
land back to Bellehouse for the rest of the summer. Philo 
moved here with his family in November, 1902. The 
family, along with all their belongings, .livestoc~, 
household furniture, and clothing, came by tram. At thIS 
time they had nine children, the youngest one being only 
a few months old. When they got off the train, Philo 
asked his wife where she had put the money belt of gold 
which they had brought with them to pay for the farm. 
She replied that he had it, so they went back on the train 
and found the money belt lying on the seat. 

Philo and Leorinda spent their life farming. Their 
farmhouse was a frame building built from lumber 
supplied from the sawmill located near Rock Lake. 
Leorinda had a spinning wheel and spun yarn from the 
wool they sheared from the sheep they raised. She knitted 
many pairs of socks and mitts. Around 1905, the Odells 
owned and operated one of the first steam threshing 
outfits. In 1911, they traded in this outfit and bought a 
larger, more modern outfit for $5,260.00 from Jimmy 
McLellan, who was agent for the Waterloo Company at 
the time. These outfits were operated by Philo Odell and 
his seven boys, as well as other hired hands. What gangs 
of men to feed! They started early and worked late. The 
men slept in granaries or other farm buildings and often 
became lousy. 

The children all attended Glenora School, getting to 
school by horse and buggy, or by walking the three miles. 
They attended church services held in the schoolhouse. 
Leorinda played the organ and the others sang in the 
choir. The boys all played baseball, nearly a team by 
themselves. 

Throughout the years the Odell home was a centre for 
neighbours. On most Sundays, visitors called at the Odell 
home to enjoy the homemade bread. Coal oil lanterns 
and lamps were the light they had, but knitting, fancy 
work, and making quilts were still done. Sunday evening 
was spent singing hymns and songs, with Leorinda 
playing the organ. Christmas was a time to remember, 
especially in the depression years. The Christmas tree was 
an oak tree, decorated. The gifts were homemade beads 
from the citron seeds, wooden spoons from birch wood, 
breadboards, pin cushions, and toys made from wood by 
Levi, who continued to make canes and lamps from 
driftwood, many of which are prized by his friends. Philo 
died March 21, 1929, and Leorinda died in March, 1939. 
Philo and Leorinda had ten children. 

Sam was born on Aug. 21, 1885, and passed away on 
Oct. 20, 1946. He married Kristiana Dalman and they 
farmed near Glenora. 

Pete was born on Jan. 15, 1887, and passed away in the 

Boys: Sam, Pete, Levi, Henry, Ira, Philo and Stephen. Girls: Leorinda, 
Lena and Ellen. 

early 1950's. He married Nellie Etcheson and they 
homesteaded in Saskatchewan. 

Levi was born on Nov. 23, 1888, and passed away on 
March 23, 1979. He was never married. He farmed and 
had a summer resort at Rock Lake for many years. 

Henry was born on Nov. 6, 1890, and was killed in 
actioninWW I on Oct. 26, 1917. 

Ira was born on Dec. 18, 1892, and passed away in 
1969. He married Una Wallace. (See Ira Odell). 

Philo was born on March 27, 1894, and passed away 
on Feb. 14, 1969. He married Emma Bell. (See Philo Jr. 
Odell). 

Leorinda was born on April 6, 1897, and passed away 
on Aug. 13, 1945. She married Harold Macklin. 

Len Franks, Tope, Beulah, Glenice, on Tope and Beulah's 50th wed
ding anniversary. 

Stephen (Tope) was born on June 30, 1899, and passed 
away June 21, 1979. He married Beulah Ballantine. 

Ellen was born on April 23, 1902. She married Bill 
Macklin and they now live in Pilot Mound. (See Bill 
Macklin) 

Lena was born at Glenora on April 30, 1906. She 
married Charlie Balk ham and they now live in Glenora. 

IRA AND UNA ODELL FAMILY 

Ira was the fifth son of Philo and Inga Odell. He was 
born in Cavalier, North Dakota in 1892. The family came 
to Manitoba in November, 1902. He attended school at 
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Ken, Una, Wallace and Ira. 

Glenora when the school was at the corner of 27-3-l3. He 
worked on the farm and in the livery barn at Fairfax, 
Man. In 1928, he married Una Wallace, who was born at 
Stanton-by-Dale, Derbyshire, Engand, Nov. 14, 1904. 
She came to Canada in 1914, and lived at Miami, Man., 
where she attended school. She taught school at Glenora 
in 1923-1924. They lived for 15 years on 15-3-13, close to 
Rock Lake, the Odell home place. In 1942, they bought 
the farm owned by Chris Lawrence, where they still live, 
27-3-13. Ira passed away Aug. 26,1969. 

Ira and Una had two sons; Wallace, born July 19, 
1931, and Kenneth born Oct. 3, 1937. Wallace had three 
miles to walk to school. He had his dog go along for 
company. In deer season, he wore a white canvas parka 
so he wouldn't be mistaken for a deer - no school buses 
then. He lives with his mother on 27-3-13, and farms with 
Ken. They have a herd of cattle also. 

Bill, Evelyn, Donna, Ken and Pat with Brenda in front, taken on 
Donna's wedding day. 

In 1958, Kenneth married Evelyn Russell of Clear
water, Man. They live on 27-3-13 in the same yard as 
Wallace and his mother. 

Ken and Evelyn have four children; Donna, born Aug. 
18, 1958; Patricia, born Oct. 8, 1961; William, born 
April 28, 1963; Brenda, born March 9, 1965. They all 
attended school at Glenora and high school in Pilot 
Mound. In 1976, Donna married John Sterling. They 
have two girls, Shanna born Aug. 8, 1976, and Tracey 
born March 25, 1978. They live north of Pilot Mound. 
Pat is attending Red River College, Bill grade XII, and 
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Brenda grade XI. 
Ken has gravel trucks and works during the year on 

different jobs and farms with Wallace. The family are all 
fond of sports, playing baseball, hockey, volleyball and 
curling. Evelyn is a trustee of the Tiger Hills School 
Division, a member of the Glenora Boosters, and 
treasurer of the A.C.W. She was secretary-treasurer of 
the Glenora Curling Rink for 12 years. The family are 
members of St. George's Church, Glenora, and all at
tended the community Sunday school. 

Una Odell keeps active in the community. She is 
president of the A.C.W., St. George's Church, serving 
her 52nd year. 

PHILO JR. AND EMMA O'DELL 
FAMILY 

Philo came with his parents to Glenora in 1902. He 
married Emma Bell in February, 1919. They had five 
children; Violet (Chapman) of La Riviere, Man.; Olive 
(Cuthbert) of Glenora (see Cuthbert Family); William 
John (J ack), Edgar and Doreen of Winnipeg. 

Philo was a farmer and a shoemaker in the district of 
Glenora until he moved to Winnipeg in 1941. Here he 
worked as a fireman for the air force base during WWII 
and then at Western Grocers for a number of years. 

At the time of his retirement he was a custodian for the 
St. James City Hall. He passed away on Feb. 14, 1969. 

Jack lived in Glenora with his parents until he joined 
the army in 1940, and served overseas for five years. He 
married Anna Frederickson in 1946. They live in Win
nipeg. Jack has been employed by Standard Aero Engine 
since 1956. 

They have eight children: Shirley (Mrs. Ralph Nelson) 
Larry, Robert, Gregory, Clinton, Kimberly deceased, 
Janet (Mrs. Kenneth DeWandel) and Lori (Mrs. Wayne 
Koss). 

HOLMFRIDUR OLAFDOTTIR 

Oli and Kristin, Holmfridur seated. Picture taken in 
1899. 



Holmfridur Olafdottir was born in Iceland on Oct. 15, 
1848. She was a young widow and came to Canada in 
1893 with her daughter, Kristin, and son, Oli. One son 
Arni stayed with relatives in Iceland and Oli went to live 
with his Uncle Krist jan Olafson and later farmed at 
Hnausa, Man. 

When her daughter married Will C. Christopherson, 
Holmfridur came to live with them. She had a pleasant 
nature, always ready to help friends or relatives, and was 
loving and kind. She was a faithful home person and had 
her certain chores that were done like clockwork. She 
made a yearly visit for many years to Markus Johnson's 
home in sheep-shearing season. She would help wash and 
care for the wool, and when all was clean and dry, she 
would help card and spin. Then she would return home to 
Grund with bags of wool given to her in return for her 
help. This kept her busy during the winter months 
making the winter's clothing supply for the family. When 
that was taken care of, she knit men's heavy work socks 
and mitts, and kept the local 'General Store' well sup
plied all winter, as did many other older women. This 
provided her with sufficient money to be happily in
dependent. She was blind the last two years of her life. 
She passed away at Grund in October, 1933, at the age of 
85. 

EDVALD J. AND THORUN OLAFSON 
FAMILY 

Edvald and Thorun. 

Edvald was born on June 11, 1874, in Akureyri, 
Iceland. He came to Canada in 1893, worked in Win
nipeg for a time, then acquired a job with a contractor 
(Jon Julius) and worked with a gang on the building of 
the long grade across the marsh, south of Glenboro. 

In 1899, Edvald married Thorun Sveinson, daughter of 
Svein Bjorgolfson and they settled on NW 27-5-13. He 
then bought NE 27-5-13 from Bjorn Gunnlaugson and 
moved all the buildings to his home on the northwest 
quarter. 

Edvald and three nearby farmers, Brynjolfur Gun
nlaugson, Sigmundur Arnason and Bjorgolfur Sveinson, 
bought a steam threshing outfit and for many years 
Edvald was the engineer. 

For entertainment, Edvald, who had brought an ac
cordion with him from Iceland, played at house 
gatherings. Later, his brother in Iceland sent him a 

German-made accordion, which he played at the first 
barn dance in the community. 

Edvald and Thorun had six children: Sveinn, Olafur 
(Oli), Laura, Arni, Thorbergur and Valgerdur (Sigridur). 

Edvald died in 1925, and his wife Thorun continued on 
the farm with the help of four of her children until 1941, 
at which time the farm was sold and the family moved to 
Winnipeg. 

Sveinn was born on Oct. 28, 1900, and died on Sept. 
27,1945. 

Oli was born on May 28, 1902. He married Inga E. 
Halgrimson, who was born on Oct. 26, 1908. They had 
one child, Elva Loris, who married K. Roy McTaggart 
and they have one child, Terri. 

Laura was born on Dec. 5, 1903, and died on Jan. 20, 
1967. 

Arni was born on May 4, 1905. He married Lilja 
Thordarson, who was born on June 20, 1910. They had 
three children: Brian Gordon, Douglas Bergthor and 
Donald Edvald. 

Thorbergur was born on Oct. 30, 1910. He married 
Olive Elliot. 

Valgerdur (Sigridur) was born on Aug. 7, 1915. She 
married Albert Nussberger, who died on July 24, 1963. 
She then married Peter Harasyn. 

JON AND HELGA OLAFSON FAMILY 

Back Row: Oli, Thorsteinn, Lilya, Margaret, Eggert. Front Row: 
Jonas, Jon, Helga, Gudny and Albert. 

Jon was born in Eyjafjardarsyslu, Iceland, Sept. 3, 
1829. In Iceland he was a county clerk. In 1859, he 
married Helga Jonasdottir. They had eight children: 
Eggert, Albert, Gudny, Jonas, Olafur, Thorsteinn, 
Margaret and Lilja, all born in Iceland. With his wife and 
family he arrived from Iceland in 1879, and settled at 
Sandy Bar, near Gimli for two to three years. 

In 1882, he claimed land at Bru, where he built his 
home. In the following years his homestead at Bru served 
as a post office for the community of which he was the 
postmaster. 

In 1894, Jon retired and turned his land over to his son 
Albert Oliver, who lived on the homestead until his death 
in 1929. 

Jon Olafson died in 1914. 
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KRISTJAN OLAFSON FAMILY 

Krist jan 

Krist jan Olafson was born in Iceland on Aug. 5, 1856. 
He came to Canada in 1884, and homesteaded SE 20-5-
14, which he farmed for about 20 years. His parents, 
Olafur Olafson and Rannveig Sveinbjarnardottir, ac
companied him to Canada and made their home with 
him. Olafur died Sept. 18, 1897, and Rannveig died April 
29, 1900. In 1904, Krist jan moved to Crescent, B.C. 
where he lived until 1922, then moved to Blaine, 
Washington. He passed away Aug. 19, 1934. 

Krist jan married Rosalina Einarsdottir. She died in 
Argyle municipality, and the children they had died in 
their youth, before she passed on. He later married Helga 
Josafatsson. When Krist jan died she moved to 
Kamloops, B.C. Helga died Aug. 15, 1936. 

Krist jan had one brother, Gisli, who was in the feed 
business in Winnipeg. His five sisters were: Gudrun, who 
married Johann Johannsson Reykdal, and died Aug. 10, 
1909; Kristjana, who never married and lived at Johann's 
on '20'; Holmfridur, widow of Jon Olafson, and mother 
of Kristin (Christopherson) and Oli Olafson (of Hnausa), 
who passed away Oct. 25, 1933; Sigurveig, who married 
Peter Christopherson; and Maria, who married Olaf 
Olafson of Winnipeg. 

Krist jan was a very religious man and was well-known 
for his kindness and generosity. He took under his wing 
his nephew Oli Olafson, who became a farmer at 
Hnausa. 

LEIFUR AND ROSIDA 
OLAFSON FAMILY 

Leifur and his wife Rosida came to Canada from 
Iceland, around 1893. They first made their home in the 
Grund district, about a mile east of Hola School. Later 
Leifur worked for the C.N.R. in Dunrea, Belmont and 
finally settling in Baldur. 

Leifur and Rosida had two children: Kristin (Stina) 
and Baldvin. 
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Stina 

Leifur died in 1935, and Rosida died in 1942, after a 
lengthy illness. 

Baldvin died in 1922, he was in his early twenties. 
Stina was born on Aug. 16, 1893. She lived at home 

with her parents, caring for them in their old age. She 
spent her entire life as a laundress, first at her home, then 
in 1950, when the Baldur hospital opened, she went on 
staff in the laundry department. She worked capably and 
faithfully until 1960, when ill health forced her to retire. 
She died in May, 1961. 

ALBERT SR. AND LILJA OLIVER F AMIL Y 

Albert and Lilja. 

Albert was born in Iceland, May 9, 1862. He came to 
Winnipeg in 1879, where he worked as a plasterer for 
several years. 

He married Lilja Rognvaldsdottir in 1894. The couple 
then settled on the home farm at Bru, where his father, 
Jon Olafson, was in charge of the Bru post office. 

Later, Albert became postmaster and was mail carrier 
for many years, until the rural route was established. He 
organized the Bru band and was bandmaster for several 
years. Musically inclined, he was also the choir master of 
the Bru Lutheran Church choir for many years. He 
promoted the building of Bru Hall on his farm. The 
Oliver School District was organized and the school 



Back Row: Albert, Jonas, Helgi. Front Row: Lauga, Fjola, Margaret, 
Helga. 

named in his honour. He was divisional secretary of the 
Canadian Order of Foresters for 30 years, and councillor 
in Argyle for many years. 

Albert died March 4, 1929, and Lilja on Aug. 7, 1952. 
Albert and Lilja had eight children; Helgi; Rognvaldur 

(died in infancy); Sigurland (deceased); Albert; 
Margaret; Fjola; Jonas; and Helga. 

Helgi served overseas in WWI and WWII. He married, 
had four children, and now lives in Vancouver, B.C. 

Albert Jr. (See Albert Oliver Jr.). 
Margaret is married and has no family. She lives at 

Gladstone. 
Fjola, Jonas and Helga live in Winnipeg. 

ALBERT JR. AND BUDDA OLIVER 
FAMILY 

Standing: Kenneth, Barbara, Bud, Albert, John, Arlene. Seated: 
Michael, Stephen, Tracy, Phillip, Cameron. 

Albert was born in August of 1900. He was the second 
son of Albert Oliver Sr. and Lilja Rognvaldsdottir and 
was born at their home, which they called' 'Bru" . 

He farmed with his parents until his father passed away 
in 1929. He worked after that for different farmers in the 
area. He married Sigridur Bjarni Myrdal on April 23, 
1937. Bjarni (Budda) was born in September, 1913, to 
Thorsteinn and Gudbjorg Myrdal. Albert and Bud 
moved to the Pas where Albert worked for La Pas 
Lumber Company. 

In September, 1941, Albert joined the army and served 
in the artillery from 1942, to November 1943, when 
Albert was sent home. Albert went to La Pas for one year 
and in March, 1945, he received his discharge from the 
forces and came to Baldur where he farmed 2-6-14, until 
he and Budda retired to their new home at Baldur in 
1966. 

Albert and Budda had two sons. John Albert was born 
February, 1940, and lives in Regina where he has his own 
trailer service. He married Arlene Wallace in 1962. They 
have three boys: Michael, Phillip and Cameron. Kenneth 
Robert was born March, 1945, and married Barbara 
Kimber in 1965. They live in Winnipeg, where Kenneth 
works for Hallmark Motors in Wooleo Stores. They have 
two children, a girl, Tracy, and a boy, Stephen Curtis. 

Albert and Bud are staunch supporters of the Lutheran 
Church. Albert has sung in the choir for about 60 years. 
He was treasurer when he belonged to Grund Church and 
had other offices on the church council. He also served as 
treasurer for the Lutheran Church at Baldur. Budda has 
belonged to the auxiliary to the Legion and to the 
Lutheran Ladies' Aid. 

OLAFUR AND JAKOBINA OLIVER 
FAMILY 

Oli and Jakobina 

Olafur Oliver and his wife Jakobina came to Canada 
from Iceland in 1900, and settled in this district. Olafur 
did odd jobs for farmers until he moved to Baldur in 
1902. In 1903, he started work on the railroad. He retired 
in 1929. Jakobina died in 1953, and Olafur in 1957. They 

Baldur, Thora, Borga, Helga and Jonas. 
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had five children: Sigurborg (Borga), Helga, Jonas, 
Thora and Baldur. 

Borga married Magnus Magnusson, both are deceased. 
Helga married John Davidson (deceased). 
Jonas worked for the C.N.R. Railway from 1926, 

retiring in 1968. He resides in the original Oliver home in 
Baldur. 

Thora taught school for many years. She is now retired 
and lives in Winnipeg. 

Back Row: Baldur and Douglas. Front Row: 
Nancy and Gwen. 

Baldur was born in 1921. He grew up in Baldur and 
was in the RCAF until the war's end. After discharge, he 
attended Business College in Winnipeg. He then worked 
briefly with Standard Dairies and then T. Eaton Co., 
Winnipeg, for five years. For the last 30 years he has been 
with Swift Canadian Feed Division (now Gainer's Inc.) 
first as a salesman and for the last eight years as manager 
of the Manitoba division. He married Gwen Bryant of 
Inglis, Man. in 1947. They have two children, Douglas 
and Nancy. 

GISLI AND GUDBJORG OLSON FAMILY 

Gisli, Gudbjorg and Anna. 

Gisli Olson was born at Vidivollum, Fljotsdal, Iceland 
in 1861. His wife, Gudbjorg Daniels, was born in 1860, in 
Toarseli, Breiddal, Iceland. They came to Baldur in 1905, 
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and made their home there until they died. 
They had two children: Jon Daniel and Kristrun Anna. 
Gisli was a shoemaker by trade. 
Dan worked for farmers in the area and later moved to 

Russell, Man., where he was a porter in a hotel. He was 
well-liked. He died at Russell. 

Anna became a school teacher and taught for some 
years. She married Wilfred Todd, a druggist. They had 
two daughters, Winnifred and Frances. Wilfred passed 
away at an early age at Boissevain. Anna married Henry 
Dicketts, who was an assistant postmaster. Henry passed 
away and Anna resides in Victoria, B.C. 

Gudbjorg passed away in February, 1929, and Gisli 
passed away in November, 1945. 

THEOXNARDS OF GREENWAY 
NED AND JOYCE OXNARD FAMILY 

Marleen, Ned, Joyce, Penny and Daniel. 

Edwin A. Oxnard (Ned) and twin sister were born 1910 
in Newcastle-on-Tyne, England. Sister Dorothy resides in 
Bermuda. Ned immigrated to Canada as a farm labourer 
in March, 1928. He was placed with Ed Satherwaite to 
work for one year. Over the years he worked for Jack 
McKenzie, George Brinkworth, and the Craystons. 

Ned started playing the guitar, and with Charley 
Sutton, August Fredrickson and Jack Brinkworth, they 
formed an orchestra and played for dances all around 
Argyle Municipality. In 1935, Ned went to work for 
Mowats, north of Greenway. In the winters he and Bill 
Craik went to Dryden, Ont. to work in the logging camps 
as camp cook. 

Ned met Joyce Young in 1935 and they were married 
on Oct. 18, 1939. They lived in the Johnson house in 
Greenway. Ned worked for Orville Breault summers and 
ran the Greenway Rink in the winter. In 1941, he started 
on the C.N.R. and later moved to British Columbia. In 
1956, the C.N.R. was changing from steam power to 
diesel, so Ned decided to change his line of work and 
went to work in a gas station in Kamloops. In 1959, he 
bought his own service station in Williams Lake, B.C. 
They lived in that area for 15 years. 

Along with raising the family, Joyce was postmistress 
of a small office for two years and usually kept boarders. 
Later she worked in motels from maid to assistant 



manager, or as clerk in department stores, or cashier, 
until 1970 when Ned's health began to fail. They bought 
a corner grocery service store which she managed until in 
1973 they retired to Vernon, B.C., where they now reside. 

Ned and Joyce have three children. The eldest daughter 
Pennie was born in the Johnson house in Greenway, 
Aug. 16, 1940. She married W.R. Hall, an American Air 
Force man. They have three children and live in Virginia 
Beach,·Virginia, U.S.A. 

Son Daniel was born Aug. 11, 1944, at Lytton, B.C. 
He resides with wife Darlene, daughter Tanis and son 
Daniel, Jr., at Vernon, B.C. 

Daughter Marlene was born on Aug. 21, 1950, at 
Kamloops, B.C. She married Gordon Anderson and they 
make their home in Williams Lake. They have two sons. 

CHARLIE AND ETHEL PADDOCK 
FAMILY 

Charlie and Ethel. 

Charlie Paddock came out to Canada from England in 
1903, and worked for Jesse Chester in Baldur livery stable 
until the spring of 1905, when he started farming, renting 
the Brown farm west of Baldur. Charlie's wife, Ethel, 
came out from England that summer with their son, Eric, 
who was two years old. 

In the spring of 1906, the Paddocks bought S 31-4-13 
from Mr. A. Crozier who then bought the Beaubier 
Hotel in Brandon. (The farm had originally been C.P.R. 
land). Huff School was situated on the southwest corner 
of this farm. 

Eric, Stan, Walter. 

While the family was living there, Stan was born in 
1908, and Walter, in 1910. However, Charlie died of 
pneumonia in 1912, and the family moved into Baldur. 
Ethel rented out the farm until 1920, when the family 
bought out the renter, Mr. McFarland, and started 
farming again. 

The family farmed together until 1928, when Walter 
and Stan took over and Eric worked for Arthur Smith. 
Then in 1931, Eric and Walter rented the Harry Pope 
farm to the north until about 1936. 

Eric sold out and worked in the mines at Red Lake, 
came back in 1939, and joined the army. He returned 
from Europe in 1945. In 1946, he bought Jesse Chester's 
farm two miles west of Baldur, farming it until June, 
1948, when he passed away. 

Margaret, Ron, Glen, Walter in/ront. 

Walter continued farming the Pope farm until 1945, 
when he bought the west half of the Cobb farm. He 
married Margaret Frederickson in October, of 1948. 
They had two sons; Glen in 1950, and Ronald in 1951. In 
1953, Margaret and Walter sold this farm to Jim Guilbert 
and bought Jesse Cramer's farm just east of town, NE 
12-5-14, where the family farmed until Walter passed 
away April 12, 1980. Margaret passed away Jan. 1, 1981. 
Glen and Ron are continuing to farm there. 

Standing: Janice, Clive. Seated: Stan, Beatrice. 

Stan took over the home farm, 31-4-13 in 1936 and 
farmed it along with a half section more. He married 
Beatrice Edgar of Calgary, Alta.,. in January, 1944. Stan 
and Beatrice had a son, Clive, in January 1945, and a 
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daughter, Janice, in October, 1947. Stan and Beatrice 
sold out in October, 1948, moved to Winnipeg, and went 
into the sheet metal business manufacturing Forever 
Grain Cleaners. In 1957, Stan started working for 
Manitoba Government Highway's Department until he 
retired in March, 1973. Beatrice and Stan then moved to 
White Rock, B.C., where they lived for seven years. In 
September, 1980, they moved back to Winnipeg, and are 
now living in East Kildonan. Their son, Clive, is married 
and lives with his wife Wendy in Thunder Bay, Ont. 
Their daughter, Janice, is married to Joe Jacobucci. They 
live in Winnipeg in the Westwood district and have three 
children; Tanya, Kevin and Christa. 

Ethel had moved to Baldur in October, 1934. She lived 
there until 1939, when she went to live in Vancouver, 
where she stayed until returning to Baldur and Winnipeg 
in 1946. Ethel passed away in June of 1955. 

Charlie's brother, James Paddock, and his wife, Kate, 
and two sons, Arthur and Sydney, came out from 
England in 1911. They rented farms before buying Mr. 
D.L. Coburn's farm, W 6-5-13, in 1923. James passed 
away in 1937; Kate in 1960; Arthur in 1973; and Sydney 
in 1978. 

FRED AND MARY PALMER FAMILY 

Fred with Charles on his knee, Mary with John on her knee. 

Fred and Mary Palmer, and their two sons, Charles, 
who was two years old, and John, who was seven months 
old, came to Argyle in the early spring of 1959. They 
came as total strangers, as they had never been there 
before, except to look at the farm before they bought it. 

The roads were not as good then. They travelled, as per 
instructions, right through Baldur and south down 
Government Road, to the Argyle Cemetery, then east 
past Davidson's and DeKezel's. Fred had made one trip 
earlier with bulky furniture and had tried the road 
straight south. Emil DeKezel had pulled him through the 
first mud hole and Fred Trottier had pulled him through 
the second one. Fred later tried that route again, but 
found a slough where the road now goes past Ted 
Dearsley's. 

It was usual moving weather, a mixture of rain, snow 
and mist, the day they arrived. 
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The kitchen was the original one-room shack of Jack 
Dearsley. The later part was new when Mrs. Stevens 
(Gladys Cramer's sister) came there as a bride. It had 
been altered before this time. 

A few days after Fred and Mary and family arrived, a 
school trustee arrived to see if they had any school aged 
children, if so, they would have to buy more desks. 
Before Charles was old enough to go to school, Huff 
School was closed as there were not enough pupils. 

Fred worked for various machine dealers, setting up 
machinery, between farming. 

When Charles was five, Mary went back teaching, and 
Fred and Mary left the farm for seven years, except for 
some spring and summer vacations. Then they came back 
and Charles took his senior school years at Baldur. 

Fred and Mary have now retired to the village of 
Baldur and Charles is working the farm. 

PARRY AND ESPLIN 

Mr. Griffith Jones (Parry) was born in Wales in 1853. 
His home was 15 miles from where Lloyd George's home 
was. When Parry was 19, he went to Liverpool, spent 
some time there and at Manchester, and did any work he 
could get to do. In the fall of 1879, he went to Winnipeg 
and in March, 1880, he went to Pilot Mound in search of 
land. All land was taken in that district so he decided he'd 
go back to Winnipeg. Being short of funds, he tried to 
sell his team of oxen to raise some money. However, this 
was not as easy as everyone else seemed to be in the same 
fix, that is, they had very little cash. 

Alfred Esplin was born in Liverpool, Lancashire in 
1865. He arrived in the Bm district in 1880. Parry heard 
that Alfred Esplin, at the east end of Rock Lake, might 
buy his oxen so he journeyed there only to find that 
Esplin would not buy. But as Esplin wanted a man to 
break and seed 20 acres he got Parry to do that at $20 per 
acre. Parry was very smart with the scythe and could cut 
as fast as a man with a mower. 

Alfred Esplin had homesteaded "sight unseen" and 
was not satisfied with his land as it was very poor so he 
wanted to look for a better location. The two of them 
went on an exploration trip around Pelican Lake. There 
they saw no white people but a few French half-breeds. 
They rented a canoe to cross the lake but the canoe 
upset. Parry rescued Esplin and then swam back for the 
canoe. Finding nothing to suit them they headed north 
(they were now driving a pony hitched to a Red River 
Cart). They camped between where Baldur and Belmont 
now stand. Further north and east they both 
homesteaded and settled on 20-6-13. 

Alfred Esplin married Margaret Chattonee. They had 
one daughter, Ethel, who taught in Glenboro area for 
some years. She married Mr. Charles Hardy (now 
deceased). Ethel now resides in Winnipeg. They had one 
daughter. 

Alfred's friendship with Mr. G.J. Parry was lasting, 
and together they were referred to as "Parry and Esplin" 
by the Icelanders who were helped by these men when 
first settling in the Bm area. Icelanders for many years to 
come, spoke fondly of "Parry and Esplin" and the 



feeling was very mutual. 
In the winter of 1881-82, Parry took a load of barley to 

Carberry with a team of oxen, having heard that he could 
get a good price for it there, but when he arrived he could 
not sell it at all so he had to take it home again. In the fall 
of 1889, the hired man was smoking a pipe and ac
cidentally set fire to the buildings which all burned. In 
1890, Parry rented his farm and went to the coast and 
spent some time in Oregon and California and then went 
back to the old country. He returned in 1904, and resided 
on his farm. He was a bachelor and remained hale and 
hearty until his death on July 8, 1944. 

THE PARSONAGE FAMILY 

In attempting to write a family history, it becomes a bit 
of a quandry as to where one should start. The logical 
place to start anything is at the beginning. However, in 
the case of a family history, the beginning is a long way 
back and the end has not yet arrived. For the purpose of 
this Argyle centennial history book, let us begin with the 
history of the first Parsonage who was in any way 
associated with the municipality. 

Abraham Parsonage, born 1814, in the County of 
Kent, England; a butcher by profession; married 
Elizabeth Mary Tester in 1843. The couple was married in 
the parish church of Erith according to the established 
Church of England after banns by Richard Davies 
"Vicar". Elizabeth and Abraham had five children; 
Abraham William, 1844, Charles Tester, 1846, William 
Lee, 1848, Henry Josiah, 1850, Edward Lea, 1852. 
Elizabeth Mary died in 1852. 

In 1854, Abraham Parsonage married Mary Anne 
Filewood. This union brought forth five more children; 
Everett, 1855, Frederick, 1857, Lexie, 1859, Marion 
Theresa, 1860 and Elinor, 1862. 

In 1863, Abraham and his wife Mary Anne immigrated 
to Canada. With them came Henry Josiah, of the first 
family, and younger children of the second family. The 
three oldest boys remained in England, presumably. To 
quote from an early history book, "Abraham Parsonage, 
1814-1892, was a successful meat wholesaler of Fleet 
Street, London, came to Canada in 1863 and 
homesteaded Lot 1, Concession 5, Dysart township, 
county of Haliburton, Ontario, Canada." 

Apparently this wooded homestead on the shores of 
Lake Kashagawigamog, although extremely beautiful, 
was not especially fruitful. The family struggled to eke 
out a living for about 10 years. They survived with the 
help of wild game and fish out of the lakes. 

To quote from a copy of a letter from the National 
Archives at Ottawa, written by Mary Anne Parsonage in 
1875, to her step-son, Charles, who had remained in 
England: "We received the Bible quite safe and at that 
time your father (Abraham) was staying in Haliburton, 
trying to establish himself as a butcher, but was quite 
unsuccessful as the stores all sell meat and give con
siderable credit which he could not afford to do and 
consequently had to give it up." The hardships endured 
by these early Ontario settlers prompted them to im
migrate further west into Manitoba as soon as the op-

portunityarose. 
Henry Josiah Parsonage arrived at Dysart, Ont., 1863, 

with his father Abraham and step-mother Mary Anne, at 
the age of 13 years. Henry left the family home at the age 
of 18 and had plenty of work at Boyd's sawmill at 
Bobcageon, Ont. He joined the Good Templer's Church 
and did a lot of lay preaching in the lumber camps in the 
Haliburton area of Ontario. 

In 1874, Henry Josiah Parsonage married Emmeline 
Bowman of Bobcaygeon, Ont. This union produced a 
daughter, Marion Parsonage, born Jan. 11, 1875. 
Emmeline died at Bobcageon June 7, 1875, age 24. The 
baby Marion was baptized June 8, 1875, and died June 
20, 1875. After this sad interlude in his life, Henry spent 
the next couple of years working the lumber camps of the 
area and preaching on Sundays. In 1879, Henry joined a 
group of people from the Peterborough area of Ontario 
and moved west into Manitoba. 

Everett Parsonage, eldest child of Abraham's second 
marriage, came to Canada with his parents in 1863, when 
he was eight years old. He grew up in the backwoods of 
Ontario along with his brother Fred. They became ex
cellent woodsmen, canoe paddlers and fishermen, which 
prepared them well for their exploits on the western 
frontier in later years. To quote from the National Ar
chives letter written by their mother: "Everett and Fred 
are grown to stalwart backwoodsmen. Equally at home 
with the axe and rifle, holding the plow or paddling their 
canoe, spearing trout or netting herring, which in spring 
and fall are plenty in the lake on the shore of which we 
live. They work hard and, living constantly in the open 
air, are healthy and strong." Everett and Fred took up 
homesteads about 20 miles from the family farm. The 
boys, after their backwoods upbringing, found farming 
rather dull and Everett at least was looking for a life with 
a little more adventure. It wasn't long in coming. 

A group of about 500 Icelanders had arrived at Port 
Hope, Ont., on their way to settle around the Gimli area 
of Manitoba. The Icelandic agent, John Taylor, was 
looking for a guide with wilderness experience to help 
them on their trip westward. He heard of young Everett 
Parsonage and commissioned him for 10 months, at 
$10.00 a month, to be their guide. 

It was 1875 when they left Port Hope. They went by 
boat to Duluth. From there they came by Northern 
Pacific to Fisher's Landing. Here they commenced their 
long journey on the Red River, in flat bottom boats, to 
the mouth of the Red River. Here they were met by a 
Hudson Bay steamer and towed to Willow Island, where 
they disembarked after a very long and tedious journey. 

It was on this trip that Everett became close friends 
with Sigurdur Christopherson, Skafti Arason, Krist jan 
Jonsson, John Taylor and many more of the Icelanders. 
Five years later, in 1880, when Everett was established on 
his homestead in Pilot Mound, he was instrumental in 
persuading the Icelanders to explore the possibilities of 
starting another settlement in the Tiger Hills area, now 
the Municipality of Argyle. 

Two letters written by John Taylor to Everett Par
sonage have recently been found in an old trunk of 
Everett's. The first, dated "Gimli 8th October 1880", 
speaks of a drove of 26 head of cattle which John Taylor 
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was sending out to Everett to winter over for him at Pilot 
Mound. The second letter is dated "Gimli Jan. 23, 1881" 
and is apparently in response to a letter sent by Everett on 
Jan. 11, 1881. The cattle seem to have arrived at Pilot 
Mound in a very run-down condition (not surprising after 
their long trek from Gimli). Everett must have written to 
John Taylor explaining the condition of the cattle and 
enquiring of him what expense and what action he 
thought advisable. To quote the first paragraph of the 
1881 letter ... 

"Dear Everett 
Y ours of the 11 th is received. I am sorry to hear such 

bad news about the cows. It is no use going to expenses to 
send a man to look at them. Surely you and your father 
know what is best to be done. If I had not all confidence 
in your honour and judgement I should not have sent the 
cattle to you." 

The letter goes on with advice as to which cows a 
special effort be made to save, some feeding advice, and 
which animals might just as well be killed. Towards the 
end of the letter, one paragraph is of special interest to 
the Argyle municipal history and is quoted: "Several 
families from this quarter start talk of starting middle of 
March to their prairie lots. I shall either remain here or at 
Selkirk until they settle in one way or other." The letter is 
signed 
Y ours truly, 
John Taylor 
Icelandic Agent 

The prairie lots of which John Taylor speaks in this 
paragraph are in the Grund district in Argyle 
municipality. The first group of five settlers and their 
families arrived on April 1. They were followed that 
summer by three more families and the following year 
there were 17 families. By 1890, there were 700 Icelanders 
in the Argyle district. 

Henry Josiah Parsonage and his father Abraham and 
family arrived at Pilot Mound in 1879. They had been 
lured by Everett's glowing reports of the fine soil and 
future prospects of the area. Henry remained at Pilot 
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Henry and Elizabeth on their wedding day, in 
1882. 

Mound for a year or so, where it is reported he preached 
the first church service held in the Pilot Mound district. 

In 1881, Henry filed on SW 30-6-13, in what the next 
year became the municipality of Argyle. His father, 
Abraham, filed on SE 30-6-13. Herein began the six
generation history of Parsonages in the R.M. of Argyle. 
Abraham died 1892, and is buried in the cemetery at Pilot 
Mound. 

Edith, Elizabeth, Frances, Walter (at back), Henry holding Nefti, and 
May. 

In 1882, Henry Josiah Parsonage married Elizabeth 
Hurtt of Hoople, North Dakota. This union produced six 
children: WaIter Raymond, 1884; May Trafinia, 1887; 
Edith Emmeline, 1889; Frances Gertrude, 1891; George, 
1894; Jeanetta Margaret (Nettie), 1897. In 1901, Henry 
and Elizabeth sold their farm along the Glenboro marsh 
and bought three quarters of land north of Greenway. 
Henry was killed in a Model T Ford car accident in 1915. 
His widow Elizabeth and family continued running the 
farm until 1922. 

Back Row: Lilian, Walter. Third Row: Frank, Jessie. Second Row: 
Harry, Jack. Front Row: Minnie, Walt. 

In 1922, Walter Raymond Parsonage married Lilian 
Lodge and Elizabeth and unmarried children moved to 
Baldur. Walter and Lilian had six children: Jessica 
Elizabeth, 1923; Frank Llewellyn, 1924; Harry Rowland, 
1925; Jack Oswald, 1927; Walter Siegrave, 1931; Minnie 



Mainwaring, 1932. This family struggled through the 
depression of the "Dirty Thirties" together. Mostly what 
is remembered are the good times. 

Lilian Parsonage died in the spring of 1942, when her 
youngest child was nine years old. The 1940's were 
mostly spent by the family struggling into young 
adulthood the best way they knew how. 

In the fall of 1948, Jack married Margaret Anderson of 
Baldur. In the summer of 1949, Frank married Joyce 
Gunnlaugson of Baldur. A week later Harry married 
Dorothy Anderson of Baldur, and about three weeks 
later Jessica married Albert Matchett of Treherne. Poor 
Walter, four weddings in six months, it never rained, but 
it poured for him. In March, 1958, Minnie married Bill 
Haggerty of Vancouver, B.C. and in December, 1971, 
Walter married Doris Mestdagh of Baldur. 

Jessie and Albert Matchett had two children; Neil and 
Lilian (Mrs. Lyle Gaertner). Frank and Joyce Parsonage 
had five daughters: Bev (Mrs. Denny Janz); Linda (Mrs. 
Art Thiessen); Valerie; Shirley (Mrs. Rick Levreault); 
and Heather. Harry and Dorothy Parsonage had eight 
children: Sandra Dell (Mrs. Morris DeRuyck) of Pilot 
Mound; Lily-Anne (Mrs. Larry Gompf) of Birtle; Cherie 
Mae (Mrs. Andrew Melvin) of Baldur; Julia Dawn (Mrs. 
Melvin Wickens) of Winnipeg; Harold Murray of 
Winnipeg; Minnie Marie of Vancouver; Frances Patricia 
(Mrs. Bryan Riglin) of Brandon; and Jeffery James of 
Baldur. Jack and Margaret Parsonage had a family of 
seven: Gregory, Douglas, Terry, Bob, Donald, Eleanor 
and Anne. Minnie and Bill Haggerty had two children; 
Patrick and Maureen. 

On Wednesday, April 6, 1977, Walter Raymond 
Parsonage passed to rest at the age of 92 years, 6 months. 

He saw farming progress in Argyle Municipality from 
a hand-held walking plow drawn by one cow and one 
horse to a monstrous four-wheel drive tractor of a couple 
of hundred horsepower. "By jiggers, things sure have 
changed since I was a boy," he was often heard to 
comment. He made his home for his entire life within the 
boundary of the R.M. of Argyle. He had a never-ending 
love for good fat cattle and nice clean crops. 

One can't write a family history and bring it up to date 
without mentioning the grandchildren. The time has 

Standing: Julie, Cherie, Lily-Anne, Dorothy, Harry, Frances, Minnie 
and Sandra. Jeff and Harold infront. 

come to write about the sixth generation of the Parsonage 
clan in the R.M. of Argyle. Sandra and Morris have four 
children: Andrew Morris, born 1973; Karolyn Kristine, 
1974; Dawna Marie, 1977; Jayne Frances, 1979. Lily
Anne and Larry have three children: Laura Christine, 
1977; Sarah May, 1979; and Minnie Michelle, 1980. 
Cherie and Andy have two children: Roberta Marie, 
1974; and Cameron Andrew, 1978. Julie and Mel have 
one son, Troy Arthur, 1981. 

This brings the grandchildren up to date. One must 
realize however, that this list is very tentative. Given the 
history of prolificacy in the above narrative, the ultimate 
results are still out to lunch. 

FRANK AND JOYCE PARSONAGE 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Beverly and Linda. Front Row: Valerie, Frank, Heather, 
Joyce and Shirley. 

Frank was born on the old Parsonage farm, three and a 
half miles north of Greenway, the present farm of Harry 
and Dorothy Parsonage. He was the eldest son of Walter 
and Lilian Parsonage. In 1939, the family moved to the 
Mitchell farm, one and a half miles north of Greenway, 
the farm presently owned by Walt and Doris Parsonage. 

In 1949, Frank married Joyce Gunnlaugson, daughter 
of Harry and Lottie Gunnlaugson of Baldur, and Frank 
and Joyce lived with Frank's dad and brother Walt for 
three years. 

In 1952, they moved to "Spring Hill" farm, 12-5-13. 
Spring Hill farm building site was started by Frank and 
Joyce. It is located on Highway 23, just up the Greenway 
hill. They purchased Mrs. Sampson's house from 
Greenway, built a loose-housing shed, a double garage 
and several other buildings, surrounding them with a 
grove of trees. This farm had been owned and farmed by 
several people; Frank Murdock, Great West Life Co., 
Felix Levreault and Walter Parsonage Sr. 

Frank and Joyce had five daughters. 
Bev, the oldest girl, was born in 1950. In 1967, she 

married Dennis Janz and they reside in Selkirk, Man. Bev 
is presently employed at the Scotia Bank. They have two 
children; Michael who is 13, and Kelly-Ann, who is 10. 

Linda was born in 1952. In 1970, she married Art 
Thiessen. They live at Grenfell, Sask., and they have two 
boys; Corey, who is nine, and Derek, who is seven. 

Valerie was born in 1954. She is presently living in 
Winnipeg and is employed at the University of Manitoba 

597 



in the Animal Science Department. 
Shirley was born in 1956. In 1976, she married Rick 

Levreault and they live in Baldur. Shirley works at 
Fransoo's General Store. 

Heather was born in 1960, and is working at the Action 
Day Care Centre in Winnipeg. On Sept. 12, 1981, she 
married Glen MacGillivray and they reside in Winnipeg. 

Frank and Joyce and all their family attended the 
Greenway and Baldur United Church, and took their 
schooling at Greenway and Baldur Elementary and High 
School. 

WALT AND DORIS PARSONAGE 

Walt and Doris. 

Walt Parsonage, the youngest son of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Parsonage, bought the farm S 13-5-13 and 
the NW 12-5-12 from his father in 1962, and continued to 
farm this land. He had great pride in raising beef cattle. 

In December, 1971, he married Doris Mestdagh (nee 
Hirst) who was at that time employed as clerk in the 
Baldur Hardware Store owned by Joe Januska. They 
lived in a suite above the store for about three years until 
they decided to build a new home on the farm. They 
chose to build where the old house stood so the task of 
tearing it down began. It was found that much of the 
lumber could be used in the structure of their new home. 
By the fall of 1974, the main structure was complete. At 
that time Doris was employed as cook at the Baldur 
Hospital and drove to work each day. Walt and Doris 
were kept busy between caring for the cattle, painting, 
staining and varnishing at their new home. By the end of 
March, Walt said if they didn't move that day, he was 
afraid they wouldn't get moved for weeks, as the yard 
would be too muddy for trucks to move furniture. With 
the help of kind neighbours and friends, they were 
moved. Of course it took weeks before they knew where 
all their belongings were, but they were happy and proud 
to be in their new home. 

They had the yard landscaped the following year and 
planted grass, shrubs and trees. They started an orchard 
and they now reap the fruits of their labour. 

Walter Parsonage Sr., better known around Greenway 
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district as Grandpa, divided his time between his family. 
He would spend a month or so with Walt and Doris. 

Walt enjoys curling and Belgium Bowling and is a 
member of the Baldur clubs. He also has been a Director 
of the Greenway Fair for years and has enjoyed showing 
his beef cattle. 

Doris worked in the Mariapolis Sportswear as a top 
stitcher for three years. Now she spends her time caring 
for her home and enjoys knitting and crocheting and all 
handwork, always eager to learn something new. 

Each year they had a lovely garden including rasp
berries and strawberries, and they both enjoy caring for 
their garden and the yard. 

Doris has three children, two daughters Lynda and 
Karen and one son Bill. 

Needless to say, many a time they have enjoyed the 
company of Doris' grandchildren, and they don't let 
Walt go very far without them tagging along - whether it 
be to repair a fence line or to go to town for the mail, for 
there is always a treat somewhere along the way. 

SPENCER AND ANNIE MARY PERCIVAL 

Spencer was born in England where he married Annie 
Mary Lowe, daughter of Henry Lowe. Annie Mary's 
uncle John Rowe, was physician extraordinary to King 
Edward. 

In 1894, Spencer and Annie Mary immigrated to 
Canada and settled on 14-5-13 which had been 
homesteaded by Neil McKillop in 1880. Spencer hired 
Nelson Ramage to build the house which is still in use and 
Frank Bateman helped Spencer build the barn. 

Spencer was a member of the school board that built 
the first Greenway School in 1898. 

In 1902, Spencer and Annie Mary sold this farm to 
Thomas Smeaton and retired to Port Washington, 
Pender Island, B.C. where they both passed away. 

GEORGE PETERSON 

George Peterson was born in 1865. 
George came and farmed SW 9-4-13. He had no known 

family in this area, and passed away March 11, 1924. 

BILL AND HALLDOR PETURSSON 
FAMILY 

Vilhjalmur (Bill Peterson) and his wife Halldora were 
born in Iceland. They were married there May 12, 1912, 
and moved to Canada later that year. They lived in 
Winnipeg where Bill worked as a clerk in the grocery 
trade. In 1920, they moved to Reykjavik, Man., 
managing a grocery business there. The following year 
they came to Baldur. 

In Baldur, Bill worked for R. Rollins and Sons 
Company. He remained with the same corner store until 
after it was sold to Stulback. In 1935, he opened his own 
store, first in the north end of the main floor of the 



Hal/dora and Bill. 

Kilgour block and then moving to the west half of the 
main floor of the Oddfellows block, Jim McLellan 
having a meat shop in the east half. Bill and Halldora 
were both very involved in the welfare of all in the 
district. Their business prospered despite difficult times 
of the thirties. They were strong supporters of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, he an elder and treasurer and she as a 
deaconess for many years. Bill brought from the old 
country an ardent talent for chess. He helped to form a 
chess club and after the pawns had settled in tournament 
play it was often he who was the master. Bill's untimely 
passing Aug. 6, 1940, was a severe blow. 

Halldora had taken nurses' training in Iceland before 
her marriage and, feeling the district needed a maternity 
nursing centre, she opened one in her home. She operated 
this for several years and when Baldur Medical Unit 16A 
was opened in 1950, she went on staff until retirement. 
This quick, quiet, comforting and capable person was 
known to hundreds as "Mrs. Peterson" and many people 
of the Argyle municipality and environs, born in the 
1940's and 1950's, saw their first light of day in her arms. 
She made several trips to Iceland during her retirement 
and enjoyed the return visits of friends and relatives. 
Presently she lives in Betel Home at Selkirk. 

Bill and Halldora had five children: 
Peter, born in Winnipeg, received his education there, 

at Reykjavik, Man., and at Baldur. He worked in the 
grocery marketing trade, becoming manager of the 
company stores for the Pickle Crow Gold Mines. Peter 
married Nellie Bruce and they had three children: Bar
bara, Peter and Donald. Peter passed away Feb. 7, 1971. 

Oscar and Pat. 

His wife Nellie lives in North Bay, Ont. 
Asgeir Nikulas (Oscar) was born in Winnipeg and 

received all his education in Baldur. On Aug. 7, 1946, he 
married Bjorg (Pat) Erlendson of Leslie, Sask., a 1944 
graduate of the Misericordia School of Nursing in 
Winnipeg. They farmed SE 4-6-14 until moving to Powell 
River, B.C. in 1957. Pat nursed at the Powell River 
Hospital until a few weeks before her death from cancer 
Sept. 2, 1968. Oscar lives there, being employed by 
MacMillan Bloedel paper mill. Oscar and Pat had three 
children, all born at Baldur: William Larry, born on his 
grandfather's birthday Oct. 15, 1949, Asgeir Grant Aug. 
15, 1952, and Dora JoAnne born on her grandmother's 
birthday, Sept. 26, 1954. She lives with her father in 
Powell River, B.C. 

Betty and Baldur. 

Jodi Elisabet (Betty) was born at Baldur, graduating 
from Baldur High. She worked as relief telephone and in 
her father's store. After attending Misericordia School of 
Nursing in Winnipeg, she received her R.N. in 1942. She 
married Baldur Bjornsson from Arborg in 1946. They 
farmed there before moving to Winnipeg and on to 
Duncan, B.C. Betty also learned piano and organ and is 
presently organist at Trinity Lutheran in Duncan. They 
have three children: Derek, Dora Leigh and Peter Kim. 

Gudrun Oddny (Goodie) was born at Baldur and 
graduated from Baldur High School. She took nurses' 
training at Misericordia Hospital in Winnipeg, receiving 
her R.N. in 1945. She married Magnus J. Johnson Feb. 
16,1946 (see Magnus J. Johnson history). 

Connie and Kris. 

Krist jan Fridrik (Kris) was born and educated at 
Baldur. He worked on the farm in the area and then 
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several years at Pickle Crow Gold Mines in Ontario. He 
was accepted into the Winnipeg Fire Departmenton Sept. 
16, 1953, and since then has attained the rank of 
lieutenant. He married Mary (Connie) Melnyk Nov. 2, 
1954. They have two children, William Ashley and 
Deborah Lynn. 

JACOB AND LYDIA PIERSON FAMILY 

Jacob Pierson and Lydia Frances Wardell were 
married near Orangeville, Ont. in 1881. In 1888, with 
three children, they moved to Pipestone, Man. About 
1895, the family moved to Marringhurst and later to 
Glenora. There were two more moves, to Humbolt, 
Sask., and then to Smeaton, Sask. 

Jacob and Lydia had seven children. 
Robert was born in Ontario. He was never married, 

and died at Glenora, at the age of 37, in March, 1920. 
Lemuel was born in Ontario, and died at the age of 80 

on Feb. 7, 1964, at Mission City, B.C. He had no 
descendants. 

Mary Mabel was also born in Ontario. She married 
Norman Armstrong at Smeaton, Sask., and he pre
deceased her. Mabel died at the age of 65, on March 24, 
1950. There were no descendants. 

Franklin married Alma Tandberg in 1921, and they 
moved to Newburg, N.D. in 1925. They had a family of 
nine, five girls and four boys. Alma passed away and 
Frank is still living in Minot, N.D. 

Hanna married Bert Sando of Purves in 1921, and they 
lived on his farm there until he passed away in 1937. 
Hanna then moved to Pilot Mound and later to Win
nipeg, where she now resides. They had one daughter, 
Evelyn, now living in Winnipeg. 

Francis, (Butch), was killed in action on Sept. 15, 1916, 
in France at the age of 21. He was not married. 

Douglas S. was born at Glenora, in 1899. He married 
Jennie Russel on Oct. 25, 1922, at Carman and they 
farmed in the Glenora district until they retired to 
Belmont in 1967. Douglas died May 6, 1973, and was 
buried at Pilot Mound. They had a family of five, four 
girls and one boy. 

Jacob Pierson passed away at the age of 68, on August 
12, 1919, and was buried in Pilot Mound. 

THE ARGYLE PLAYFAIRS 
JOHN PLA YF AIR FAMILY 

"We cross the prairies as oj old 
The pilgrims crossed the sea, 
To make the west, as they the East 
The homestead ojthejree. 

Whittier 

John Playfair was born to Scottish parents in the city 
of London in 1814. As a very young man he came to 
Lanark County in Ontario to work for his uncle, Colonel 
A.W. Playfair, who had come to Canada with his 
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regiment during the war of 1812-1814. When the war 
ended the regiment was disbanded and the colonel 
received a grant of water lots on the bank of Canada's 
"Mississippi River". Here he erected first a sawmill and 
later a gristmill and a textile mill. The. villag~ . of 
Playfairville grew up around the mil~s. JO.hn, m addltl?n 
to his other duties, began an apprentIceshIp as MethodIst 
lay preacher, assisting his uncle with the se~vi:es in the 
little white church, which is today the only bUlldmg left to 
show where a village once stood. . 

John married the colonel's daughter, Annette. Nme 
children, three boys and six girls, were born to the 
couple. The three boys with thei: wive~ an~ three of the 
girls and their husbands came wIth theIr WIdower father 
to Argyle in later years. 

George, born 1839, married Jessie Ferguson; Bernard, 
born 1847 married Mary Mitchell, who had been a 
teacher; a~d Andrew William, born in 1850, married 
Agnes Morrow. All were daughters of pioneer Lanark 
families. Sophia, born in 1841, married Edward Welsh; 
Martha, born in 1852, married Irvin Stratford; and 
Amelia, born in 1858, married James Brown. Like the 
Playfair sons, the three sons-in-law worked in the 
Playfair sawmill and the allied lumbering operations. 

By the middle 1870's the Lanark area had been lo.gg:d 
out and larger grist and textile mills had been bUIlt m 
neighbouring towns served by rail and canal. ~c
cordingly, the three Playfairs and the three brother~-m
law decided to do what so many neighbours were domg -
move to the free land being opened up for settlement in 
the bend of the Pembina in Manitoba. Since Annette had 
died some years previously, John decided to go west with 
his families. 

It was decided that John and his three sons would be 
the first to make the move. In the spring of 1880, John 
and Andrew William, better known as A.W., set out to 
scout the trail and select the land on which to file. When 
they arrived in the bend of the Pembina where they had 
hoped to settle, they found that the choice of sites had all 
been taken, so they pushed west and north to 16-5-13, 
three miles east of where the town of Baldur now stands. 
A. W. selected the southwest quarter for himself, the 
southeast for George and the northeast for Bernard. 

The timing of the trip for the families seems to. have 
been made with one eye on the stage of the water m the 
Pembina fords and the other on the stork who visited all 
three families ;hat year. They started the journey in late 
July as soon as Bernard's wife, Mary, was able to tr~vel 
after the birth of her son Clyde. They travelled by raIl to 
Emerson on the Canada-U.S. border, changing rail lines 
at Kingston, Chicago and St. Paul. 

The mode of rail travel had been worked out by the 
settlers' who had made the trip before them. The men 
and the larger boys rode in the freight cars with the 
horses, cows, chickens and the settler's effects. The 
women and children travelled in the colonist cars at the 
rear of the train. Planks placed lengthwise between two 
wooden seats with another plank on edge at aisle side 
made a shallow box in which a feather tick could be laid 
to form a day bed for the younger children and a bed for 
the mothers at night. The meals were prepared on a large 
communal cook stove at the front of the coach. Fresh 



milk and eggs were available each morning from the cars 
ahead, as well as staples and delicacies, like maple syrup 
and honey from the boxes of provisions going west as 
settlers' effects. 

Arriving at Emerson the wagons were assembled and 
the implements, the chickens, the household furnishings, 
the boxes of provisions and finally the wives and 
children, had all been found a place. The horses were 
hitched to the wagons, the cows tied behind and, with the 
men and the two teen-age boys walking ahead, they set 
out to the west on the old Boundary Commission Trail. 
The third day brought them to the ford at Pembina 
crossing, located a few hundred feet downstream from 
the site of the present bridge on route 423. The water was 
at a fairly low stage but too deep to ford. Accordingly, 
the wagons were unloaded and the boxes removed from 
the wagons. The horses swam across and then, with the 
aid of two ropes, each slightly longer than the width of 
the river, the wagons were dragged across with one rope, 
while the other was held taut and paid out from the east 
bank to prevent them from drifting downstream with the 
current. The wagon boxes which had been carefully 
waterproofed against the crossing were then launched, 
lightly loaded and dragged back and forth across the river 
until all the party's worldly goods and the women and 
children were safely on the west bank. 

After the rigours of the train trip and two nights in the 
open air on the trail they were all looking forward to 
calling it a short day and spending the night under the 
hospitable roof of the Pioneer's Rest Hotel. But as the 
wagons reached the top of the little hill and creaked to a 
stop before its doors Mary Playfair spied a small sup
plementary sign which spelled out Spirits jor Sa/e. A 
devoted temperance worker, later active in the Women's 
Christian Temperance Union, she flatly refused to share 
quarters with "Demon Rum". And so, the weary drivers 
slapped the lines across their horses' rumps, altered the 
heading to north of west to hit Pilot Mound and kept 
going until the shadows darkened. They got an early start 
the next morning on their way to the Pembina ford close 
to where ro)lte 440 now crosses the river. Although the 
current was faster than at Pembina Crossing the water 
was shallow enough to ford and there was no need to 
unload. By putting two teams on each wagon they were 
able to pull out of the valley on the far side without 
lightening the loads. 

Once out of the valley the trail was good and, thanks to 
the extra miles made possible the day before by Mary's 
uncompromising attitude, they were able to reach their 
new home by nightfall. And so, at dusk on Aug. 10, 
1880, they called a weary halt, 81 miles west and 26 miles 
north of their starting point at Emerson. They had been 
three nights and four days on the trail. 

John was a lay preacher and conducted services at 
Otenaw, Rosehill and Bally Duff. He died in 1900 and is 
buried in Baldur Cemetery. In September, 1957, the 
chimes of the Baldur United Church were installed in 
memory of John and family by the descendants. 

John Playfair's children who lived in Baldur were: 
George William, Andrew William (A.W.), John Bernard, 
Sophia (Mrs. Edward Welsh), Martha Amelia (Mrs. 
Irwin Stratford), Amelia Jane (Mrs. James Brown). 

ANDREW WILLIAM AND AGNES 
PLAYFAIR FAMILY 

Back Row: Ethyl, Etta and Minnie. Front Row: Andrew 
W. and Agnes, taken on their 50th wedding anniversary 
in 1922. 

A. W. Playfair was born at Playfairville, Lanark 
County, Ont. on May 26, 1850; the son of John and 
Elizabeth Playfair and brother of George and John. He 
married Agnes Morrow of Maberley, Ont., in 1871. 

In 1880, the Playfairs settled on a homestead in 
Otenaw near what is now the town of Baldur. 

A.W. was a farmer and upon retiring the family moved 
into Baldur where A.W. assumed the position of un
dertaker. The hearse was kept in a barn in town and their 
grandchildren used to play in it. A. W. also picked up the 
mail at the train with his wheelbarrow and delivered it to 
the post office. The grandchildren were treated to ice
cream cones after the mail was picked up. 

When the municipality of Argyle was organized in 
1881, the Honourable John Norquay appointed A.W. a 
commissioner to swear in the first council of the new 
municipality. 

In 1883, he was, himself, elected to the council, a 
responsibility he filled many times over a period of the 
next 30 years. 

A.W. was an ardent supporter of the Methodist, and 
then the United Church in which he held many lay of
fices. He was a generous contributor to the Bible Society, 
Wesley College and the Children's Aid Society. 

He was an active member of the Canadian Order of 
Foresters. 

Andrew William and Agnes Morrow had three 
daughters. The oldest daughter, Etta, married James 
Flatt. The Flatts resided in Port Arthur, Ont., and had 
six children; Edward, Charles, William, Albert, Harold, 
and daughter, Mae (Mary Agnes Ellen). 

A second daughter, Minnie, married James Caine. The 
Caines resided in Winnipeg, Man. and had four children; 
Gordon, William, Olive and Albert. 

Their youngest daughter Ethel, married Thomas 
Harrison and they resided also, in Winnipeg, Man. The 
Harrisons had four children, Archibald, Alan, Meryl and 
Page. 

There are, presently, descendants of A. W. Playfair 
living in cities and towns across Canada. 
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GEORGE WILLIAM PLA YFAIR 
FAMILY 

George Playfair, pioneer farmer and businessman, was 
born at Playfairville, Ont. in 1839, the eldest son of John 
Playfair. With his wife, Jessie Ferguson, and their seven 
children, they arrived at Otenaw on Aug. 10, 1880. An 
eighth child, Katie Wilhelmina, was born in October. 

They had travelled west with a brother, Bernard 
Playfair and family and the first winter the two families 
shared a log cabin. The roof leaked and frequently the 
children sought shelter under the kitchen table. 

This was the period without municipal government and 
roads were from house to house. They were miles from a 
doctor, post office, groceries and railway. Katie's first 
apple was a "red potato". Suppers were often cleaned, 
boiled wheat with milk or cream. 

In spite of numerous difficulties, one of George's 
children wrote: "My earliest recollections are of a happy 
family of mother, father and eight children seated about 
a long table with an oil-cloth cover and a kerosene lamp 
in the centre. The little red school was soon built on the 
side of the farm and here I spent some of the happiest 
years with neighbouring children, many of them our 
cousins. Gathering wild flowers and picking berries on 
our way to school in the autumn; sliding down the snow
covered hills in winter; story-telling and the best books 
we could procure for the winter evenings were all happy 
memories. " 

George's early farming years were hazardous. The first 
crops provided only seed and feed. Fear of frosts before 
harvesting the late crops was prevalent. Straw was placed 
in piles about the fields and on calm, frosty nights the 
straw was kept burning all night, so that the smoke would 
hold the heat down on the crops. The sheaves were tied 
with wire. 

The coyotes were hungry and prowled about seeking 
food. One evening one of the children was sent to bring 
the cows home and she soon became aware wolves were 
following them. The wolves came closer and closer, 
snapping at the cows' hooves. She clung to the strap of 
the leader cow's bell and with the galloping herd, got 
safely home. Other predators, mink and weasel, carried 
off the chickens. 

Eventually there were surplus crops and a new house 
was built, their second home, which is now occupied by 
Hugh and Irene Playfair. 

George early began a furniture, lumber and coal 
business east of Second Street on Elizabeth. Before the 
site of Baldur was settled, he bought grain for the Bawlf 
Grain Company, building a spur on the new railway track 
and establishing an office for his winter grain buying. In 
1891, he enlarged his furniture store to a two-storey 
building and his eldest son, John, joined the business. 
His third residence was at the rear of this building. In 
1896, he built the first planing mill. His last home was 
built on Second Street and is now occupied by the 
Magnus Johnsons. 

For nearly 40 years George was actively involved with 
almost every community endeavour. He was chairman of 
W olseley School and served as a trustee there and on the 
Baldur School Board. He was elected warden or reeve, in 
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the fall of 1881, to the first Argyle Council, sworn in by 
A. W. Playfair, Commissioner. He was a member of the 
first Baldur Town Board formed in 1906. He and Jessie 
were staunch members and strong supporters of the 
Methodist Church, serving on boards and committees. 

Jessie died in 1903. George's second marriage, to 
Maud Brown of Toronto, took place in 1908. George 
died in his 81st year at the home of his younger son, 
George, in Victoria, B.C., in the fall of 1919. 

Of the marriage of George Playfair and Jessie 
Ferguson were born six daughters and two sons. 

Merle Playfair, Nettie Cramer, George W. Playfair, Lizzie at back, 
Muriel Rankin infront, Katie holding George, Vera Cramer with Jessie 
in front, Annie at back, Willie Watson in front of Annie, Harold 
Watson in front of Willie, Grace, Lillie (Cramer) Bateman behind 
Grace, Margaret, Nettie, Ted Rankin, Wi/gan Playfair in front of 
Margaret and Nettie. 

Elizabeth, the eldest of the family, was born at 
Falbrook, Lanark County in 1863. She married A.E. 
Cramer in 1884, the first bride in the Argyle 
Municipality. (See A.E. Cramer) 

Jessie Edith married Malcolm W. Rankin in 1887. 
Widowed in 1899, she began a confectionery shop and 
tea-room in the old saddlery shop on Elizabeth. Leading 
a very busy life, she had time to befriend and share her 
home with many young people. She died in 1918 in her 
54th year. At her service, the minister noted that her life 
was the fulfillment of the poet's wish, "Let me live in a 
house by the side of the road, and be a friend to man." 
Of the marriage of Jessie Edith and Malcolm Rankin 
were born three daughters and a son: Jessie (Mrs. W.G. 
Corbett), now in her early 90's, lives in Stonewall. She 
taught school in Baldur and Wawanesa before her 
marriage and has always been close to church and school. 
When 90 years of age she wrote a full account of the 
Playfair family in firm longhand. Edna (Ted) Margaret 
was her mother's prop in the store. Later, in Winnipeg, 
she worked for Birks. A member of Knox Church, she 
enjoyed particularly the services of Rev. Donald Bruce 
MacDonald whom she had wheeled in his carriage at 
Baldur. Ted lives in Stonewall. Muriel Annie taught at 
Huff, Baldur and Winnipeg. She married Edward 
Turland, R.C.A.F. Trenton. Their children ate Ann, 



William and Arthur (who lived as a young man in 
Baldur). 

John Andrew was 13 years old when he came west with 
his family. Farming and in business with his father, he 
took over the latter in 1905. He was dealer for Ford 
Motors and owned the first car in the area. John was 
active in all community affairs. He married Anna 
Stewart, a school teacher and their home was built where 
the Adolph De Baets home is now. They were strong 
supporters of the Methodist Church. In 1920 John and 
Anna retired to Victoria, B.C. 

George William was 11 years old when the family came 
to Otenaw. He carried on at the home farm where he kept 
many fine horses. He married Grace Van Alstyne, a 
teacher in Baldur, in 1895. They lived in Baldur briefly 
before retiring to Victoria. Their children were Merle, 
Wilgan and Jessie. 

Annie has a special history. (See Annie Playfair). 
Margaret, born in 1876, the fourth daughter, attended 

Otenaw School. She married Alexander Fowler on Oct. 
1, 1895 at the family farm. (See Alexander Fowler) 

Annette attended W olseley and Baldur Schools and in 
January, 1898 she married Dr. Charles W. Watson. They 
lived in Minneapolis and their three sons were Harold, 
William and Gordon. 

Katie Wilhelmina attended Baldur School and married 
G.W. Brisbin, a Pilot Mound merchant, in 1903. Katie 
died in 1979, in her 97th year. Their son George has 
recently retired from the Faculty of Education, 
University of Manitoba. 

ANNIE PLAYFAIR 

Annie 

Annie Ferguson Playfair, born in 1871, was the 
daughter of George and Jessie Playfair. 

Annie Ferguson, unmarried, was free to live a full life. 
She taught school at W olseley and Baldur (1902) and 
gave major service to the Methodist Church. Her adult 
Sunday school class at one time consisted of some 90 
members. Changing vocations, she bought the "Baldur 

Gazette" and in 1909, added the "Belmont News". She 
purchased the "Hartney Gazette" and "Minto and Elgin 
News" and later the Wynyard, Sask. paper. The latter 
proved a poor investment, and with no money forth
coming from her editor, she laughingly remarked, "At 
least I've educated a family." All her editor's children 
had been sent to university. 

Annie was a splendid public speaker and spent six 
months in England on colonization work for the C.N.R., 
and at home travelled from coast to coast promoting 
prohibition. Her later years, after attending the Moody 
Institute, Chicago, for Bible study, were spent in Win
nipeg where she compiled and published "Graphic Bible 
Studies" . 

Annie died in 1947. 

BERNARD AND MARY PLAYF AIR 
FAMILY 

Bernard and Mary (Mitchell) Playfair arrived in Argyle 
in 1880, and established their home on NE 16-5-13 at 
Otenaw. These were times of hardships and privation. 
With no doctor within 100 miles, Mary was sent for 
whenever sickness invaded a settler's cabin. As Mary was 
a school teacher, she was asked to teach the school which 
had been named Otenaw. This school, later registered as 
W olseley School, was located on the Playfair homestead. 

By 1907, Bernard held title to NE 16, W 15, and SW 
22. By the early 1900's, Bernard also had purchased a 25 
D Waterloo steam engine and a separator with a 40 inch 
cylinder. 

Bernard and his sons farmed this land until his death in 
1911. 

Mary was a woman of strong convictions, widely read, 
and of unswerving loyalty to principle. She worked 
untiringly in the cause of temperance, serving as 
president of the W.C.T.U. for many years. She was also 
one of the original group of women in Manitoba who 
worked to secure women's suffrage. Mary was the first 
woman school trustee in Manitoba. Following Bernard's 
death she lived on the farm for many years. Mary passed 
away on Aug. 5, 1931, at the age of 81 years. 

Mary and Bernard had seven children; Ella Elizabeth, 
John Lorne, George Mitchell, Clyde Ernest, Guy, Jessie 
and Edith. 

Ella, the eldest child, was born at Playfairville in 
Lanark County, Ont., in 1874. She came with her family 
to Argyle. She attended the local school and later Mary 
tutored her in the work of grades IX and X. She com
pleted grade XI at the Winnipeg Collegiate and obtained 
her third class teacher's certificate at the Manitou 
Normal School. She taught for a year at the Silver 
Springs School in the W oodbay district and then attended 
second class normal school in Winnipeg. Later, she 
taught the Sharon School and the Morton School, both in 
the Miami area. In 1901, she married Harman Umphrey, 
a farmer at Miami. Four children were born to the 
marriage, three boys and a girl. She was widowed in 
1918, but remained on the farm until the children were 
grown, at which time she resumed teaching. Her schools, 
by choice, were always provided with a teacher's 
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residence and were located in newly-settled districts 
where the children were learning English as a second 
language. Ella continued teaching until retirement age. 
She died in Tisdale, Sask., in 1964, at 91 years of age. 

Sergeant John Lorne Playjair 

John Lome, second eldest child, was born on 
Christmas day, 1875. Lome was only five years old when 
his parents came to Argyle. Lome, like his brothers, 
helped his father on the home farm. Later, he accepted a 
contract with the telephone system to erect poles and 
string wire between Baldur and Pilot Mound. Lome and 
his brother Clyde then purchased a business in Baldur - it 
was known as Playfair Bros. General Merchants. In 
1915, Lome enlisted and became a sergeant in the 44th 
Battalion. During this time, he was decorated for bravery 
by the reigning monarch, receiving the M.M. and 
M.S.M. On his return from overseas, Lome accepted a 
position with the Soldier's Settlement Board. He then 
farmed on his own for many years. He was an ardent 
hunter of deer and ducks. In later years, curling in the 
winter and fishing in the Assiniboine River with his pal, 
Ami Bjornson, became his most treasured pastimes. 
Lome passed away on Nov. 15, 1957. 

George Mitchell married Mabel Coni bear . (See George 
Mitchell Playfair). 

Clyde Ernest married Ella Snydal. (See Clyde Playfair) 
Guy William was born Sept. 12, 1882. As a young 

man, he attended the Moody Bible Institute for two 
years. He was accepted by the Sudan Interior Mission 
and sailed to Nigeria in the summer of 1911. In 1917, Guy 
was appointed field director of the Mission, an office 
which he held until April, 1943. He was appointed 
general director, succeeding the Mission's founder Dr. 
R. V. Bingham. During Guy's time in Nigeria, the first 
Christian newspaper, "The African Challenge", was 
launched. This publication was printed in English. In 
1943, the Sudan Interior Mission in Ethiopia, for which 
Guy was made responsible, was re-opened. Guy married 
Elizabeth Christie of Willisca, Ia., in 1916. They had 
three children; Earl, Ruth and Page. Elizabeth died in 
Jos, Nigeria in 1925. Their children came to Canada and 
attended a school for missionaries' children in 
Collingwood, Ont. They returned to Nigeria, working as 
missionaries with the S.I.M. In 1926, Guy married Joyce 
Nethercott of Egbe, Nigeria. They had one child, Clyde 
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Harold. Guy retired to Toronto in 1962. Both he and his 
wife are deceased. 

Jessie was born in 1885, after Bernard and Mary 
arrived in Argyle. She also attended the local school. In 
1912, Jessie married Jack Bresnahan and together they 
farmed at Tompkins, Sask. Later they moved to Watino, 
in the Peace River district in Alberta. Jessie was a nurse 
and midwife to many in this northern area. They had 
four daughters; Mary, Helen, Barbara and Jessie, and 
one son, Boyd. Jessie wrote a book of poems entitled 
"Peace River Country". When Jessie died, her wish that 
she be buried at "The Peace" was granted. 

Edith was born in 1887, the youngest of this family. 
After her school years, she first qualified as a teacher, 
teaching in several schools in Argyle. Later she entered 
the Passavant Memorial Hospital in Chicago, and 
graduated as a registered nurse. Edith returned to 
Manitoba and nursed in the Hartney district. While 
there, she made her home with Annie Playfair, the 
founder and editor of the "Hartney Star Weekly". Edith 
married Ernest Strain, a farmer in the Minto area. They 
had two daughters, Ruth and Irene. Edith and Ernest are 
both deceased. 

CLYDE AND ELLA PLAYFAIR 
FAMILY 

Clyde, Bernice and Ella. 

Clyde Ernest, fourth child born to Bernard and Mary, 
was only one month old when the family arrived in 
Argyle in August, 1880. Mary, a school teacher, taught 
the children at home until the first school was built. 
Following school, Clyde farmed on the family farm with 
his father. Later, he and his brother, Lorne, purchased 
the store (known as the Curtis Block) from Allison and 
McDonald. On Jan. 5, 1904, Clyde married Ella Snydal. 
They had three children: Bernice Mary, Lloyd Granvell 
and Ross Snydal. They also welcomed Steini Bond, a 
nephew of only a few months, into their home for many 
years, following the sudden death of his mother. 

As a young couple, Clyde and Ella enjoyed skating. 
Clyde taught Bernice and Lloyd to skate at a very early 



age. Their rink was the long stretch of ice on the Baldur 
Creek. 

During Bernice's school days "Ice Meets" were a 
highlight that were held once a year at Swan Lake. Trains 
took students from Miami to Belmont, to compete in 
races of all kinds. The climax was a huge Carnival for all. 
Ella sewed into the night to have lovely costumes for 
Lloyd and Bernice to wear. Bernice still has the Little 
Lord Fauntleroy costume Ella made in 1921. 

Clyde was also keenly interested in all sports, cycling, 
hockey, ball and duck hunting. 

Clyde's untimely death, following surgery in Winnipeg 
in January, 1920, dealt a tragic blow to this very young 
family. 

As brother Lorne had enlisted, the business was sold. 
Ella then opened a millinery and dressmaking shop, 

which she carried on until her sudden passing in January, 
1925. When Ella died, Aunt Ella Umphrey left her 
teaching position to come and care for the family for a 
short time. 

Bernice Mary was born in Baldur in 1908. She received 
her schooling to Grade XI in Baldur. Following her 
mother's death, Bernice was sent to Rupertsland Ladies' 
College in Winnipeg to take her Grade XII. The 
following year, she took her normal school in Brandon. 
Her first teaching position was at Wolseley School, four 
miles east of Baldur, where she taught for four years. 
While teaching at W olseley, she walked from school to 
Baldur each Tuesday and Friday to skate to music 
provided by the Argyle Band. Her uncle, Lorne Playfair, 
curled on Tuesdays, so she could get a ride home with 
him after the skating was over. She played hockey in high 
school and later when she went to normal. In 1931, Stan 
Sinclair and Bernice were married. Stan was the district 
supervisor for the Manitoba Power Commission, at 
Glenboro. They were married at the Presbyterian Church 
in Brandon, followed by a reception at the Prince Ed
ward Hotel. She became involved in church and com
munity affairs. She enjoyed curling and was president of 
the club for two years. With no hydro office, their home 
served that purpose. Bernice became the bookkeeper, 
many aspects of which, she learned as time progressed. 
They had two children: Robert and Donald. In 1954, 
when their boys had completed their schooling, Bernice 
accepted a position teaching, first at Hecla School, then 
in Glenboro. She retired in 1973. She was a member of 
the first Glenboro hospital board, and a member of their 
Historical Society. 

Ross and Lloyd. 

Ross Snydal, youngest son of Clyde and Ella, was born 
in Baldur on July 12, 1917. He attended school in Baldur. 
Ross was only two and one-half years when his father 
died, and seven and one-half years when his mother 
passed away. For a few years he lived with his aunt and 
uncle, Oli and Dora Anderson. In 1931, Ross went to live 
with his sister, Bernice in Glenboro. He completed his 
schooling in Glenboro, being an honour student each 
year to the end of Grade XII. In 1934, he was honoured 
by the Masonic Lodge for obtaining the highest marks in 
Grade XII. Following high school, Ross worked for 
Manitoba Hydro. In 1940, Ross joined the R.C.A.F. and 
later went overseas as a navigator. On his return he went 
to British Columbia and was employed by the Sander 
Lumber Co. Later, he joined a commercial and industrial 
real estate firm. In May, 1960, Ross married Shirley 
Douglas of Burnaby, B.C. Shirley died suddenly in 1970. 
Ross later married Patricia McLean of Burnaby, B.C. 
Ross was an ardent sportsman. He played junior and 
senior hockey. He learned to hunt ducks and geese at an 
early age. Many fall seasons, Ross returned to Manitoba 
to hunt with relatives and friends. He was a member of 
the Vancouver Golf club. Ross died in January, 1977, at 
the age of 60. 

Lloyd Granvell the second child of Clyde and Ella 
Playfair, was born in Baldur on Dec. 8, 1910. He received 
his schooling in Baldur. He then attended the University 
of Manitoba. Lloyd was only nine years when his father 
died, and 14 years when his mother passed away. 
Following this tragedy, Lloyd lived with his grandmother 
Karolina Snydal until 1931, when he made his home with 
his sister Bernice, and Stan Sinclair in Glenboro. Jobs 
were scarce in the late 1920's; Lloyd worked on his 
uncles' farms. On other occasions, Lloyd acted as 
chauffeur for the local bank manager. For a young fellow 
in his late teens, it was not only an honour, but lucrative 
as well. On moving to Glenboro, the local golf course, 
and Man. Power Commission, provided seasonal em
ployment. Lloyd began a 39 year career with the 
Manitoba Power Commission in 1935, doing con
struction work. He was soon appointed a district 
supervisor first in Rossburn, then Shoal Lake, then 
Neepawa. 

In 1947, Lloyd was transferred to the Winnipeg office 
where he became senior system supervisor. Since the 1961 
amalgamation of Winnipeg Hydro and Man. Power 
Commission, he held positions of assistant to manager of 
field operations, and executive assistant to the director of 
operations. From 1972, until his retirement in 1976, he 
was administrative assistant to three general managers: 
administration, operations and customer service. In 
September, 1940, while stationed in Rossburn, Lloyd 
married Ruby Brown a registered nurse from Glenboro. 
Lloyd was active in his church and community. He served 
on the board of the Fort Garry Church, was a member of 
the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, and the Masonic 
Lodge No.2 A.F. and A.M. Lloyd was an avid sport
sman. He played junior and senior hockey, was an ardent 
curler in Baldur, then later at the Granite and Wildwood 
Clubs in Winnipeg. He also was a long standing member 
of the golf club in Wildwood Park. Duck hunting was 
another sport he enjoyed. Their children were: Barbara 
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Ellen and Mark Granvell. Lloyd's untimely death in 
1977, one year after his retirement, cut short a well 
planned life of travel and leisure for Lloyd and Ruby. 
Ruby still resides in the family home in Winnipeg. 

GEORGE AND MABEL PLAYF AIR 

George and Mabel on their wedding day in 1913. 

George M. Playfair, the third child of Bernard and 
Mary Mi~chell Playfair, was born in Playfairville, Lanark 
County, m 1878. He was t':\'o years old when his parents 
came west to Manitoba. His early education was received 
at home until the school was built in 1882. His mother 
Mary, being a teacher, taught in the school. 

As a young man George went west, and spent two years 
employed on a dairy farm, on Lulu Island in British 
Columbia. 

Following his father's death in 1911, George and Lorne 
operated the farm. 

In 1913, George married Mabel Marilla Conibear and 
resided on the home farm NE 16-5-13. ' 

George was keenly interested in horses. At one time he 
imp?rted a Percheron Stallion from France, making his 
serVIces at stud available over a wide area. On another 
occasion, George would go to Alberta and- bring home 
carloads of broncos. This created many lively moments, 
when these horses were broken to drive. 

When George took over the threshing equipment, it 
was the largest outfit built at that time. 

George and Mabel farmed until 1950. They raised four 
children: Hugh James, Nellie Caroline, Elizabeth and 
Katie. They had a small house built on the SE corner of 
Hugh's farm, and retired there. 

George passed away in April, 1958, following a lengthy 
illness. Mabel passed away in July, 1967. 

Hugh James Playfair was born on Oct. 22, 1913. (See 
Hugh Playfair). 

Nellie Caroline Playfair, eldest daughter of George and 
Mabel Playfair, was born on the farm near Baldur on 
Feb. 27, 1915. She attended Wolseley School and later 
Winnipeg Bible College, graduating in April, 1939. On 
Oct. 11, 1940, she married Leonard Pattimore. They 
have lived in Winnipeg, with the exception of three years, 
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when Leonard was overseas with the Armed Forces. They 
had three children. Lois Dawn (Mrs. Rev. Paul 
Mohninger), Grant Playfair, and Joyce Elizabeth (Mrs. 
Floyd Georgeson). 

Beth Webber is the second daughter of the late George 
and Mabel Playfair. She was born on Nov. 19, 1919. 
After graduating from Baldur High School, she took 
nurse's training in Winnipeg Grace Hospital. Here Beth 
met and later married Lloyd Webber on July 19, 1949. 
Lloyd is a general contractor. Lloyd and Beth have three 
children; Grace, Douglas and Janet. 

Katie (Playfair) McGill, was born on April 10, 1923, at 
the farm home in Baldur, NE 16-5-13, the youngest in the 
family of George and Mabel Playfair. She attended 
W olseley School, then Baldur High School and received 
her teaching certificate at Winnipeg Normal School in 
1942. She taught at Alma, Belmont Elementary and 
Wawanesa Schools. On Dec. 24, 1946, Alvin McGill and 
Katie were married at the farm home by Rev. H. Stewart. 
They had five children, Margaret Lorraine, David, Colin, 
Eleanor Rosanne, Colleen, Ruth (deceased), and Alvin 
Glenn. Alvin and Katie have been foster parents also to 
10 children for the Children's Aid Society of Manitoba. 

HUGH AND IRENE PLAYFAIR 
FAMILY 

Hugh James Playfair, eldest son of George Mitchell 
Playfair and Mabel Marilla Playfair, was born on Oct. 
22, 1913, on the farm NE 16-5-13 at Baldur. As a young 
man Hugh was keenly interested in all types of machinery 
and was very mechanically inclined. It was a known fact 
!hat ~t the age of five years, he started the old Ford car by 
Jumpmg on the crank with both feet. Hugh got his 
schooling at W olseley School, four miles east of Baldur. 

On Sept. 14, 1937, he married Ethel Irene Dowd of 
Glenboro. They purchased the farm formerly owned by 
Lorne Playfair, N 21, and resided there until 1946. 
Rodney Gerald was born on Dec. 10, 1938. Then they 
moved to the old "Playfair homestead" three and a half 
miles east of Baldur. 

Rodney owns the farm homesteaded by Bernard 
Playfair NE 16-5-13. He married Lorraine Adele Todd of 
Cartwright on March 17, 1962. In September, 1965, 
Rodney went to work for the Municipality of Argyle, 
driving a maintainer. Their eldest daughter, Vicky Lee, 
was born on July 23, 1962. On June 14, 1980, she married 
Percy Wayne Bellow, son of Robert and Edna Bellow of 
Baldur. Vicky is a nurse's aide at Pilot Mound and Percy 
works on the highway. Lisa Lorraine, Rodney and 
Lorraine's younger daughter, was born on Feb. 21, 1965. 
Lisa is attending Baldur High School and teaches 
swimming lessons and lifeguards during the summer. 

THOMAS AND MARGARET POOLE 
FAMILY 

Thomas E. Poole was born on Sept. 20, 1859, in 
Kemptville, Ont. In 1880, he moved to Winnipeg, where 



he was associated with Ashdown Hardware Co. 
In 1885, Thomas married Margaret Gibson· of 

Qu'Appelle, Sask. and in 1889, they came to this district. 
In 1890, Thomas joined the ranks of pioneer businessmen 
in Baldur, when he built a store and went into the hard
ware business. 

In 1900, Thomas and his family moved into their newly 
built house on the corner of Government Road and 
Carrie Street. It was a solid brick, 12 room, two-and-a
half storey model of beauty. To quote from a 1900 
Baldur Gazette, "This magnificent mansion has all 
modern improvements, including a bathroom and is 
heated throughout by a furnace." In 1910, he also had a 
new brick store built. 

Thomas participated in the growth and development of 
the town and was a sports enthusiast, taking part in 
baseball, hockey and curling. The family were members 
of the St. Mark's Anglican Church and the children 
attended Baldur School. 

Thomas and Margaret had six children: Ella (Mrs. 
Cook), Madge (Mrs. McFadden), Clara (Mrs. Scarth), 
Brian, Alice and Dorothy (Mrs. Annandale). 

Brian served overseas during WW I and after the war, 
he farmed for a few years south of Greenway. In WW II, 
he enlisted with the Royal Canadian Engineers, going 
overseas in 1940. He died accidentally in England in 
1941. 

In 1925, Thomas sold the hardware business in Baldur, 
and he and Margaret retired to Winnipeg. Margaret died 
in 1934, and Thomas in 1935. 

WILLIAM PORTER FAMILY 

William John Porter was born in Toronto, Ont., on 
March 23, 1856. When he was eight years old, he and his 
family moved to Banda, Ont., where he spent his early 
years. 

Back Row: William. Middle Row: Eileen, Audrey, Fern, 
Lillian and Olive. Front Row: Elizabeth holding Noel, and 
Bill. 

As a young man in 1881, he went to the newly-opened 
west, in search of a homestead, and joined old friends, 
Dick Wilson, the Galloways and the Morrisons, living in 
the Marringhurst district, which was east of the town now 
known as Glenora, Man. There he worked for a short 
time at a logging camp near Rock Lake and helped build 
the first log post office in that district. He also joined a 
survey party and worked on the southern line of the 
C.P .R. He returned east in the fall, and the following 
spring, he and his uncle, Robert Johnson, returned to 
Manitoba and took up homesteads on 20-4-14. William 
took the north half and Robert the south half. Here, 
Robert opened the first post office known as Moropano, 
later known as the Rosehill district. William started work 
on his homestead, building a log house, and also a shelter 
for his oxen, and breaking the sod with a walking plow. 

One evening, one of his oxen took sick, and he walked 
to Pilot Mound to the vet for medicine, and was back in 
the morning, and saved the ox. He also walked to 
Emerson and often to Brandon for supplies, staying 
overnight near Wawanesa with friends for a night to rest 
up, and then go back to his homestead. 

William continued his homestead improvements, each 
year breaking the required number of acres to hold his 
homestead. He went east each winter, returning in the 
spring. 

On March 5, 1885, he married Miss Emma Jane 
McAteer in Paradise, Ont. When William and Emma 
returned to Manitoba, they continued to improve their 
land, working with horses now. They built a log house 
and other buildings. 

William took an active part in organizing the 
municipality of Argyle, the local school districts, and in 
obtaining religious services for his community. A man of 
high principles and deep religious convictions, he was a 
member of the Methodist Church, and later the United 
Church in Baldur. 

During this time, a family of seven were born, three 
boys and four girls; Eva, Tom, Tressa, Lina, Alvin, 
George and Emma. After the birth of Emma, Mrs. 
Porter passed away on Oct. 10, 1898. 

Following the death of his wife, William's sisters came 
west to care for his family. One sister returned east with 
Lina, who lived with her grandmother, and Alvin and 
George lived with an aunt. William's brother and his wife 
from Vancouver, B.C., raised Emma. Eva, Tom and 
Tressa remained with their father at home. William 
married Elizabeth Phoebe Holt on Dec. 20, 1905, at 
Gunton, Man. 

After William and Elizabeth went east on their 
honeymoon, Alvin and George returned home with them, 
reuniting five of the seven children. They all attended 
Rosehill School and later, Baldur High School, taking an 
active part in sports and social activities in the Rosehill 
district. 

By now, many more new families had moved into the 
Rosehill district. Each one helped the other to settle. 
They spent many happy hours visiting, singing, dancing, 
and enjoying each other's company. Some neighbours 
were Edgar and Nettie Johnson (cousins) Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Stevens, Steve Leslie, Mr. and Mrs. John Clark; the 
Emburys and Huffman families coming later. 
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William, in need of more land, bought NW 21-4-14 
making him owner of three quarter sections of land. The 
knowledge of new farming techniques and machinery, 
made farming much easier. He brought under cultivation 
one of the best farms in the district, building a large home 
in 1910. 

William and Elizabeth had eight children: Eileen, 
Lillian, Olive, Frances, Bill, Fern, Audrey and Noel. 
Lillian died at the age of four months. Eileen and Olive 
attended Rosehill school and later Baldur High. 

The school teachers often boarded at the Porter home, 
and the Methodist Church ministers stayed over the 
weekends. Many happy Sundays were spent with friends 
and relatives at Rock Lake Summer School Camp, or 
taking a dip in the lake. 

The large threshing gangs of 28 to 30 men kept the 
women busy preparing large numbers of meals and 
lunches. During WW I, William's three sons enlisted, 
Tom and George were wounded overseas, but all 
returned home in 1918. 

After the war the young people began to drift away 
from the communities in which they had grown up, and 
found other vocations and interests in the newly formed 
western provinces. 

William had an accident while hauling posts forcing 
him to rent his farm and move his family into Baldur. 

William was appointed municipal weed inspector, a 
position he held until the time of his death. He was a life 
member of the United Grain Growers, often going as a 
delegate to such places as Winnipeg and Calgary. 

The Porters continued to take an active part in the 
church and community affairs, also participating in 
church plays, under the direction of Lou Schultz. 

With the outbreak of WW II, Bill joined the air force, 
and later Noel joined the army. 

William passed away Oct. 10, 1945, after a short 
illness, in his 90th year. 

Elizabeth continued to live in Baldur for some years 
until selling her home. She lived among her family, until 
her death, on April 29, 1964, at the age of 82, in Bran
don, Man. 

Eva lived in Calgary and later Vancouver. 
Tom married Margeurite Lange, and lived In 

Saskatoon. They had one son. 
Tressa married Walter Clark, a young farmer she had 

gone to school with, and they farmed in the Rosehill 
district for many years, later moving to Baldur. (See 
Walter Clark History) 

Lina married Bill Foster. They lived in Moose Jaw and 
Vancouver, and had three boys and two girls. 

Alvin married Muriel Stein. They lived in The Pas and 
Vancouver with a family of two boys. 

George married Gladys Lang, and lived in Toronto 
with their family of two boys. 

Emma married John Reid, and lived in Vancouver and 
Calgary. They had one son and one daughter. 

Eileen married Harold Aitkens of Cartwright· and had 
a family of three, Ross, Dale and Sharon. 

Olive married Wishart Mowat of Brandon, and had a 
family of three, Glenn, Barry and Sharleen. 

Frances, now deceased, married Leslie McGill of 
Brandon, and had a family of three, Murray, Wayne and 

608 

Dennis. 
Bill married Jean Mussell of Winnipeg, and had three 

children, Lesley-Jean, Gordon and Wendy. 
Fern married Ted Ardelian of Winnipeg, and their 

three children are Blake, Keith and Gaye. 
Audrey married Lloyd Batchelor of Winnipeg, and 

their three children are Patricia, David and Noreen. 
Noel married Joyce Huzzey from Atikokan, Ont., and 

they had two children, Allan and Corrine. 
One may remark - a sign of the mobility of the times 

how widely William's descendants ~ are scattered 
throughout Canada, from southern Ontario to British 
Columbia. 

ISSAC AND EMILY PRESTON 
FAMILY 

In the early 1990's, Issac and Emily Nelson moved to 
Manitoba from Ontario with their large family. Issac's 
father, Benjamin, was of Dutch descent and his mother, 
Diadannia, was of Irish origin. Emily's family originally 
came from Scotland, but had lived in Ontario since the 
late eighteenth century. Issac was born in 1846, and 
Emily in 1849. 

When they came to Manitoba, they settled on SW 32-3-
13 in Argyle, where their youngest son, Nelson (Earl), 
was born on Nov. 3, 1892. From here they moved to NE 
26-3-14, and later to a farm in the Huntley School 
district, where Issac Nelson passed away in 1910. In 1912, 
Emily and her daughters, Pearl and Ellen, moved to 
Earl's farm. Pearl died in 1915. She and her father are 
buried in the Baldur Cemetery. In 1915, Emily and her 
daughter, Ellen, moved to Maple Creek, Sask. to live 
with one of her sons, Porter. In 1943, Emily passed away 
at the age of 94, and is buried at Maple Creek. 

Issac Nelson and Emily had nine children: Mattie, Ida, 
Porter, Samuel (see Samuel Preston), Solomon, Roy, 
Pearl, Ellen, and Nelson (Earl) (see Nelson Preston). 

SAMUEL AND ETHEL PRESTON 
FAMILY 

Sam Preston came to Manitoba from Ontario with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Nelson Preston in 1889, at 
the age of 11 years. Their first home was two miles south 
and two miles west of where Baldur now stands. 

Samuel married Ethel May McClellan in 1898, and 
lived for a time on 18-4-13 where their first son was born 
in 1899. From there they moved to 26-3-14 where the rest 
of the family was born. They moved to 28-3-14, then to 
31-3-13. In 1920, they moved to S 1-4-14. They continued 
to farm there until 1945, when they sold the farm to J. 
Kynock and retired to Baldur. 

Ethel passed away in 1947, at the age of 66. She was a 
good wife, mother and neighbour. She was always rea\dy 
to give a helping hand and to share whatever she had WIth 
those in need. 



Back Row: John Thomas, Evelyn Johnson, Blanche Thomas, Goldie 
Cuthbert, Floyd Preston, Hanna Preston, Russel! Preston holding 
George Carmichael Jr., Emmie Carmichael holding Hunter 
Carmichael. Second Row: Beatrice Johnson, Kathleen Carmichael, 
Sam Preston, Ethel Preston holding Margaret Preston. Front Row: 
Russel! Johnson, David Johnson, Herman Johnson, and Jack Thomas. 

Sam passed away in 1954, at the age of 75. He was a 
trustee of Wigton S.D. for many years, and chairman for 
most of that time. 

They had six children: Russell, Goldie, Emily, Floyd, 
Evelyn and Blanche. 

Russell farmed with his parents before moving to 
Baldur. He later moved to Glenora and is at present in 
Hospital in Brandon. 

Goldie married Tom Cuthbert. They farmed for a 
while in Wigton district, and then took up a homestead in 
the Peace River District, Alta. Here they raised a large 
family and after much hard work and privations they 
were successful in their farming endeavours. Today most 
of the family are married and living in comfortable 
homes in or near the Peace River country. Tom passed 
away in the early 1960's. 

Emily married George Carmichael in 1925, and they 
farmed in the Baldur area on 19-4-13. They had three 
sons and one daughter. Alexander passed away in 1937, 
at the age of six years. The daughter, Kathleen, married 
Claude Kay. They had one son and three daughters. The 
next two sons are twins, George and Hunter. Emily 
passed away in 1961, at the age of 57, and George in 
1979, at the age of 88. 

Floyd farmed with his parents until 1935, when he 
married Hannah Balfour, of Manitou, Man. She had 
taught the Wigton S.D. for five years. They farmed 35-3-
14 for three years, then moved to the Greenway District, 
26-4-13, where they continued to farm until 1968. They 
sold the farm to Wayne Orr and retired to Baldur. In 
1967, Floyd was ferryman at the Stockton ferry and was 
greens keeper at the Glenboro Golf Course the following 
two summers. They have one daughter, Margaret Ethel, 
who married Nels Yalte of Saskatoon, Sask. in 1966. 
They both had been employed by the federal civil service. 

Evelyn married George Johnson in 1924. They farmed 
for a while before moving to Winnipeg, then to Ontario, 
where they settled in Beamsville. George was a pastor in 

the Church of Christ. They had three sons, David, 
Herman, and Russel, and one daughter. Beatrice (Mrs. 
Wilfred Cosby). Russell, was killed in a vehicle accident 
in U.S.A. while attending college there. 

Blanche married John Thomas in 1926. They farmed 5-
4-13 until John passed away in March, 1967. They had 
two sons, Jack and Keith. Keith passed away in March, 
1967, at the age of 20 years. Jack continues to farm and 
has been councillor for Ward 2 of R.M. of Argyle since 
1971. 

EARL AND BERTHA PRESTON 
FAMILY 

Bertha and Earl on their wedding day in 1916. 

Nelson Earl Preston was born Nov. 3, 1892, on SW 32-
3-13. Earl, his brother and sisters all attended Wigton 
School, and later, Huntley School. 

The Preston Brothers, along with Herman Davis, 
opened the first lime kiln at the west end of Rock Lake. It 
was here that the pioneers purchased their lime to plaster 
log houses. The lime was also used to white-wash the 
interior of their dwellings. 

In 1906, Earl went West to Maple Creek, Sask. with his 
brother, Porter (Port). It was in the Maple Creek area 
that Earl wanted to homestead, but since he was only 17, 
he could not file claim. He came back home in 1907. In 
1908, he worked for Ed Matchett and Jack Mathers. In 
1912, Earl bought N 1-4-14 from the Webb brothers 
(Harris, Sid and Cap), but Earl made the deal with 
Harris. 

On Oct. 31, 1916, Earl married Bertha Emilia Lun
dgren, and he took his bride to his farm. They had one 
daughter, Lena Emily, born Sept. 19, 1917. Earl and 
Bertha farmed until 1964, when they sold their farm to 
their granddaughter, Norma, and her husband, Cliff 
Brinkworth. Earl and Bertha moved to Glenora in 1965. 

In his younger days, Earl played his violin for many a 
dance (and sang a song or two also). Many a time his 
violin was heard at the Wigton School Christmas con
certs. Bertha was a hard-working farm wife, a wonderful 
baker, and always had flowers in her windows and a full 
cookie jar for her grandchildren. 

Their only child, Lena, married Wallace T. Elliott (see 
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Wallace Elliott) and they had six children: Norma, 
Lillian, Verna, Rhondda, Earl, and Sandra. 

Bertha passed away at the age of 68, on June 3,1967. 
Nelson Earl Preston now resides in the Baldur Per

sonal Care Home and is the great-grandfather of 18 
children. 

ROBERT AND JANIE PRICE 
FAMILY 

Robert and Janie. 

Robert William (Billy) was one of the earliest pioneers 
of the district. He was born in Gloucestershire, England. 
He came to Manitoba in the year 1878, and continuously 
lived in the district from that time. He farmed for a 
number of years and in 1898, moved in to Baldur, and 
was in business there until he retired in 1920. In the early 
years, he kept horses and drove many miles for business 
and pleasure. 

He married Janie Cumming in August, 1902, and they 
made their home in Baldur. Billy and Janie had a family 
of four children who were raised and received most of 
their education in Baldur. 

Billy, like many early settlers, had many hardships 
when he first came to the country, and often walked 
"miles" . 

Billy was a member of the Anglican Church, and was 
very interested in all affairs in the community. He took 
part in sports such as hunting, swimming, and curling, 
and spent many hours working around hi" home grounds 
and garden. Billy passed away in 1937, Janie in 1949. 

The members of the Price family were: Marion (Mrs. 
W.A. Gillespie), Charlie (deceased), Frank (deceased), 
and Jean (Mrs. E.C. Cartmell). 

NELSON AND ISABELLA RAMAGE 
FAMILY 

Nelson Bradford Ramage arrived in Pilot Mound from 
Norfolk County, Ont. in the early 1880's. 

Nelson was a carpenter by trade. He applied for a 
Homestead Patent on NE 36-4-13 on May 20, 1882, and 

610 

Nelson Bradford Ramage. 

began to reside on this property and to cultivate his land 
on June 7, 1882. 

Some memories and incidents of those 'early days as 
told by J.M. Fraser are worth mention. Quote "N.B. 
Ramage, a cousin of my wife, helped to build quite a few 
buildings in the old and new town, Pilot Mound." 

"When he was proving up on the homestead, he was 
credited with tying a sheaf of oats on to the plow tongue, 
just out of reach of the oxen, to make them walk faster." 

"Nelson took some eggs to the store one day and was 
allowed 6¢ per dozen for them. He said he wanted a bill 
of it. The merchant said, 'What do you want a bill of it 
for, when you are going to trade it out?' Nelson said he 
wanted to take it home and show it to the hens so they 
wouldn't lay any more eggs in his yard." 

Nelson Ramage married the widow, Isabella Stephen, 
on April 17 , 1886. 

Isabella was born at Aberdeen, Scotland in 1852. John 
Stephan had died September, 1882, at Pilot Mound, 
leaving Isabella a widow with three children, George, 
James and Maggie. 

In 1897, Nelson and Isabella purchased NE 10-5-13 
from Chris Cramer. Here Nelson built barns, granaries 
and the house where Ross and Jean Ramage and family 
reside today. 

Nelson and Isabella had a family of three boys: Robert 
Burns, born Nov. 22, 1887; Guy, born in 1889; and 
Harry, born in 1891. 

Isabella died in 1905, and was buried in the Argyle 
Cemetery. Nelson sold the farm to their son, Robert, in 
1917, and moved to the United States where he died in 
1920. 

The three boys went to school in Greenway. Harry 
went on to become a druggist. He married a girl from 
Alberta and moved to the United States to operate a drug 
store in San Francisco. They had one son, Donald, who is 
in the U.S. diplomatic service. 

Guy never married. He worked on farms in Saskat
chewan and Alberta and he died in the west. 

Robert Burns remained in Argyle. (See Robert Ramage 
History) 



ROBERT AND EDITH RAMAGE 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Robert and Raymond. Middle Row: Edith with 
Ross on her knee, George and Isabelle. Front Row: Wallace 
and Margaret. 

Robert Burns, son of Nelson and Isabella Ramage, was 
born on Nov. 22, 1887. He went to school in Greenway 
and helped on the farm in the summer months. 

In 1907, he took a trip to Scotland and the Shetland 
Islands to bring back clydesdale horses and shetland 
ponies, raising and selling the colts far and wide. The 
farm was well known at this time by the children around 
the district. 

Robert married Edith Emmaline Parsonage on May 
24, 1916, and their honeymoon was spent in British 
Columbia. 

Robert and Edith had four boys and two girls; 
Raymond Nelson, Isabelle Dorthea, Margaret Henrietta, 
Wallace Robert, George Hamilton and Ross Edward. 

In 1917, Robert and Edith purchased the farm from 
Nelson Ramage and continued to farm on a larger scale. 

During the late 1920s and the early 1930s, a profitable 
sideline was started in the raising and- breeding of silver 
foxes, both for their furs and as breeding stock, selling 
the furs to wealthy overseas buyers. By 1936, the market 
was lost for these lUXury furs. 

Robert was very interested in the district and was 
instrumental in the start of the Greenway Fair. The 
family participated in fairs in Greenway and many 
surrounding towns, showing livestock of all kinds. 

Robert also served on the Argyle Municipal Council 
for a number of years. 

At this time, electric power was supplied to the farm 
home and the out-buildings for light and water pumping 
by a wind charger, which was set on a 65 foot tower. The 
wind always seemed to blow hard enough to charge the 
batteries. 

Greenway was the shopping center and the post office, 
and almost all supplies were obtained there or through 
Eaton's mail order catalogue. 

Robert owned a threshing machine and threshed for a 

number of farms in the district. 
Horses were the main source of power for many years 

and during the dry years, feed for the horses was hard to 
find. 

Robert died on Feb. 22, 1938, and Edith stayed on the 
farm until 1952, when she moved to Baldur. She died on 
Oct. 2, 1966. 

Raymond was born on Nov. 26, 1917, and spent his 
childhood at the farm, 10-5-13, which is four and a half 
miles east of Baldur. He went to school at W olseley and 
helped on the farm, which was slowly becoming 
mechanized. This farm was one of the first in the district 
to have a rubber-tired tractor, and by this time it had 
been increased in size to a section and a half of land. 
Raymond married Gwendolyn Campbell. (See Raymond 
Ramage History) 

Back Row: Shirley, Margaret and Bob. Front 
Row: Isabelle and Donald. 

Isabelle was born on Nov. 23,1919, and went to school 
at Wolseley. She helped on the farm and really enjoyed 
working with the horses and ponies and showing them at 
fairs. Several winters were spent in Winnipeg working at 
Piccardies Factory packing chocolates. On Aug. 13, 
1944, Isabelle married Donald William Couch, who had 
been stationed at Brandon in the air force, as an aero 
engine mechanic. Shortly after, he was sent to Burma and 
India for 14 months. While he was away, Isabelle worked 
at the Manitoba Telephone switchboard at Baldur, 
helping on the farm as well. In the spring of 1946, 
Isabelle and Donald moved out west to Lucky Lake, 
Sask., where they made their home and have since been 
farming. Isabelle and Donald have four children: Robert 
William; Sandra Elaine, deceased; Shirley Anne, (Mrs. 
Walter Haculak); Margaret Jean, (Mrs. Wifred Leduc). 

Margaret was born on Oct. 14, 1921, and went to grade 
school at Wolseley, helping on the farm and with the 
ponies at fairs. Margaret married Orville Earnest Clark 
on June 16, 1941. They had a family of four children. 
Margaret contacted polio and died on Jan. 9, 1953. (See 
Clark History) 

Wallace was born on July 31, 1923, going to grade 
school at Wolseley and to Baldur to grade XII. Wallace 
was in the air force as a wireless operator, until 1945, 
taking his training in Winnipeg and Montreal. He was 
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stationed in Newfoundland and the Maritimes. From 
1945 to 1956, Wallace was with the Singer Company as 
auditor, working out of Winnipeg and then moving to 
Ottawa. During this time he became a certified general 
accountant, and started working for the Federal Income 
Tax Dept. at Ottawa and later at Saskatoon. In 1960, 
Wallace and family moved to a private practice at 
Penticton, B.C., where he still has a thriving business. 
Wallace married Ruth Marie Macpherson on Dec. 21, 
1951, and they had a chosen family of six children: Keith 
Marten, Heather Madelyn, Wendy Lorraine, Bruce 
Wallace, Glen Nelson, and Scott Douglas, who lost his 
life accidentally on June 29, 1980. 

George was born on Oct. 20, 1925, on the family farm 
northwest of Greenway. George worked on the farm 
through his school years and received his elementary 
schooling at Wolseley, and high school at Baldur. In 
1947, George bought a truck and for several years did 
custom grain hauling and road gravelling. He married 
Winona Frederickson. (See George Ramage History) 

Ross Edward was born Jan. 5, 1928, on the home 
farm. (See Ross Ramage History) 

RAYMOND AND GWEN RAMAGE 
FAMILY 

Wayne, Gwen, Raymond, Garry and Daryl. 

Raymond, son of Robert and Edith Ramage, married 
Gwendolyn Florence Campbell (Gwen) on June 17, 1942. 
In 1944, they moved a house on to 15-5-13, which is on 
the north side of Highway 23, and farmed this land. 

In 1946, farm electrification was under way, and 
Raymond took a course in farm wiring, obtaining a 
wiring permit and wiring a large number of farms in the 
surrounding area. 

In 1951, they moved to Baldur and built a house in 
which they still reside. 

Raymond started in partnership with Roy Campbell in 
the John Deere Implement Business. In 1954, Roy sold 
his interest in the business to Raymond and went back to 
the farm. 

Raymond operated and is still operating, the im
plement business, now on a reduced scale. He is also 
working on electrical wiring, having obtained a jour-
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neymans electricians licence. 
Raymond and Gwen had a family of three children; 

Wayne, Garry and Daryl. 
Wayne Raymond, born on Aug. 28, 1946, went to 

school at Baldur and Brandon University. Wayne started 
teaching school at Treherne, then in Birtle and for the last 
seven years in Cartwright. Wayne married Maureen Rose 
Baillie on Dec. 21, 1968, and they have a family of two 
children, Cheryl Christine and Curtis Wayne. They reside 
at Cartwright. 

Garry Kenneth was born on Oct. 13, 1949, and went to 
school at Baldur and Brandon University. He received his 
masters in Saskatoon, Sask. and is teaching at the Kelsey 
Institute there. Garry married Deanne Alix McLennan on 
Feb. 22, 1969, and they have two boys, Clarke Kenneth 
and Kyle Wesley. They reside in Saskatoon, Sask. 

Daryl Campbell was born on Feb. 1, 1956, and went to 
school in Baldur. He then completed an auto body course 
in Brandon, and worked in body shops in Brandon, 
Treherne and Somerset. Daryl married Cathy Anne Grift 
on Jan. 5, 1974, and they have two children, Jason 
Raymond and Brianne Deanne. 

GEORGE AND WINONA RAMAGE 
FAMILY 

Lois, Winona, George, Monique, Carla, and Donald. 

George, son of Robert and Edith Ramage, married 
Winona Lorraine Frederickson on May 20, 1949. They 
started their own cattle and grain farm on SW 10-5-13. In 
1964, they bought the S 15-5-13 from Walter and Frances 
Conibear, and they still operate this farm today. 

In the fall of 1950, they went to Toronto, Ont. where 
George worked at Reo Motors, returning home in the 
spring, in time for seeding. In the fall of 1952, they went 
to Oshawa, where George worked at General Motors for 
the winter, coming back in the spring. 

George has been working in the John Deere Garage 
with Raymond Ramage since 1955, and has been driving 
a school bus for the school division since 1959. 

George and Winona moved to Baldur in 1956, and 
bought their present home in 1962. 

George and Winona had two children, Donald and 
Lois. 



Donald George was born on Sept. 14, 1951. He at
tended Baldur School and University of Manitoba, where 
he received his diploma in agriculture and his Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture. Donald now lives in Winnipeg 
where he works for the Farm Credit Corporation. On 
Aug. 27, 1975, he married Monique Claire Morin, who is 
a school teacher, and they have a daughter, Carla 
Michelle, born on Aug. 27, 1980. 

Lois Edith was born on June 3, 1955, and she attended 
Baldur School and Red River Community College and 
took her apprenticeship at the Grace Hospital. On June 
28, 1975, she received her certificate in radiography from 
the Canadian Society of Radiological Technologists. She 
worked for several years in Saskatchewan, as well as in 
Norway House and Yellowknife, N.W.T. For the past 
three years, she has lived and worked in London, 
England, and has travelled extensively throughout 
Europe. 

ROSS AND JEAN RAMAGE FAMILY 

Back Row: Craig, Barbara, Ross and Michael. Front Row: Mark, Jean 
and Robbie. 

Ross Edward was born on Jan. 5, 1928, on the home 
farm. He was the youngest child of Bob and Edith 
Ramage. He attended Wolseley School for seven years, 
and when it closed, he continued his education in Baldur, 
completing grade XII in 1946. 

In the fall of 1946, due to the severe shortage of 
teachers, Mr. Lockhart, the school inspector, convinced 
Ross that teaching would be better than riding a cold 
tractor. Ross accepted a position at Neelin School, to 
teach in their high school for a year, on "permit". He 
made and kept many close friendships and still had fond 
memories of that year in his life. Ross purchased his first 
car that year, a 1928 Model "A" Sedan. 

Ross returned to the farm in 1947, and has more or less 
farmed there ever since, except for the winter of 1950-
1951, when he worked at the General Electric Plant in 
Peterborough, Ont. 

In 1952, Ross married Jean Dowd of Glenboro and 
they purchased the family farm from his mother. Ross's 
family was the third generation of Ramages to own this 
farm and they live in the original house, built about 1900. 

Ross and Jean have a family of five children; Michael, 
Robert, Barbara, Craig and Mark. 

Michael, the eldest son lives in Toronto, Ont. He is an 
assistant treasurer with the J.P. Morgan Bank's 
Canadian subsidiary. 

Robert, the second son, married Sherry Sigurdson in 
August, 1975, and they have a son. Nathan. They live in 
an adjoining yard on the farm. Rob and Nathan are the 
fourth and fifth generation of Ramages to live on this 
farm. (See Rob Ramage History) 

Barbara, their only daughter, lives and works in 
Coleman, Alta. where she is an accountant with the Bank 
of Nova Scotia. 

Craig, their third son, has purchased the former Strang 
house and lives in Baldur. He also works on the farm. 

Mark, the youngest son, is still attending school and 
lives at home. 

During the last 29 years, the family has been involved 
in many different farming enterprises. They carried on 
the family Shetland pony business for a number of years, 
showing them at local fairs, but eventually they sold the 
ponies to Ross's brother, Wallace, in Penticton, B.C. 

Angus cattle were their next venture. They built up a 
herd of registered and purebred Angus, numbering over 
100 head. Michael was the keen one for the cattle, but 
when he left for Ottawa, Ont. to attend university, the 
cattle were sold. 

They have always had laying hens, starting with 200, 
and had 3000 in the converted cattle barn by 1968. In the 
spring of 1969, they decided to expand the operation. 
They built a new modern laying house, capacity of 10,000 
hens, with the latest in equipment. In 1976, they ex
panded further when Rob and Sherry returned to the 
farm. They purchased another laying barn at Carman 
and moved it to the farm increasing capacity to 17,000 
hens. In 1980, a family company was formed, known as 
"White Feather Farm" of which Ross, Jean, Rob, Sherry 
and Craig are shareholders. This company supplies eggs 
to many businesses and private customers in the 
surrounding area. 

ROB AND SHERRY RAMAGE F AMIL Y 

Sherry, Rob and Nathan. 

Robert (Rob) was born on Sept. 24, 1954, the second 
son of Ross and Jean Ramage. He attended elementary 
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and high school in Baldur, where his main interest was 
sports. 

Fresh out of high school, he attended Red River 
Community College taking an electricians course. Not 
quite knowing what he wanted, and funds depleting 
quickly, he completed half a year and quit, to make some 
money instead. 

In August, 1975, Rob married Sherry Sigurdson. They 
lived in Winnipeg where Sherry was employed at the 
Worker's Compensation Board and Rob at Eaton's 
Warehouse. Not long after the Eaton's catalogue folded, 
so did Rob's job. He was fortunate to get a job at Eaton's 
Polo Park, as a commissions salesman, but hated every 
minute of it. It was then that Sherry and Rob decided to 
move back to Baldur and join in his parent's poultry 
operation. 

With lots of support from both sets of parents, they 
were moved back in July, 1976. Rob and Sherry bought a 
house that they had found in Lena, Man., and had it 
moved to a site that had been Jean's garden many years 
prior. Since then it has been "picking eggs" for a living, 
with no regrets leaving the city life. 

On Oct. 12, 1980, Nathan Robson was born. That is a 
weekend they'll never forget. Rob was curling in a 
bonspiel in Deloraine, some 70 miles away. Sherry was 
already a week overdue, and Rob drove many miles from 
Deloraine to Baldur and back again, between games, to 
keep an eye on her. Just as if Nathan knew what was 
going on, he arrived at 10:40 Sunday morning, with 
enough time for Nathan and Rob to get acquainted, 
phone the grandparents and a few friends, stock up on a 
bunch of cigars and rush back to Deloraine to curl. Since 
then it has been a family joke, that Nathan chose the only 
time to be born, between curling games. By the way, 
Rob's rink lost that game, but you would never know it 
by the celebrating they did. 

JAMES REID FAMILY 

James Reid was born in 1890 in Stonehaven, Scotland. 
He became a member of the Glasgow Police Force, along 
with three brothers and several uncles, who were also in 
the police department. Due to illness he was forced to 
resign from the force and then decided to come to 
Canada. He came in 1912, and first settled at "Spears 
Ranch", which is now known as "Mayers Ranch". 

Alma, cousin from Scotland, Mary and Edith. 
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In 1918, he married Beatrice Robertson, who was born 
in Kent, England. She came to Canada in 1915. They 
settled in the Wawanesa district and farmed. Five 
children were born of this marriage. One boy died in 
infancy; Jack married Anna Woodside of Montreal and 
live in Keremeas, B.C.; Edith married Richard Jones and 
lives in Brandon; Mary (Lockhart) is now deceased; and 
Alma married Jerry Jones and lives in Glenboro. Beatrice 
Reid died in May, 1929. 

Emma and Jim. 

In 1934, James married Emma Marion Mortimer, 
formerly of Croydon, England. There were no children 
of this marriage. In 1936, they moved to the Glenboro 
district. They farmed the August Arason farm, E 19-6-
13, until 1942, when they took up farming east of Cypress 
River, until their retirement in Glenboro district in 1956. 

James passed away in 1960, his wife Emma in 1965. 
They are buried in the Wawanesa district. 

LOUISE RENAUD 

Louise Renaud taken at Rathwell 
in 1952. 

Louise was born in Bruxelles district of Manitoba on 
Oct. 14, 1904. She was the eldest of three girls. She at
tended St. Alphonse Convent from 1912-1915, and 



because her parents moved into the village of Bruxelles at 
this time, Louise completed her education in the convent 
there. 

April, 1920, found the Renaud family sailing on the 
'Grampion' for The Havre, France. For more than three 
years, Louise and her family lived in France and Belgium 
visiting relatives. Louise, while there took a dressmaking 
course. 

While in his native country of Belgium, in 1922, 
Louise's dad took fatally ill and is buried in the family 
plot in Halenzy, Luxemburg. 

Louise, with her mother and sisters returned to 
Bruxelles, Man. for a short time before settling in Swan 
Lake in 1924. Here Louise was able to make good use of 
her sewing ability until she moved to Winnipeg in 1948. 

A dress shop in Rathwell became available in 1949, and 
Louise managed it until she bought the Baldur Millinery 
and Dress Shoppe from Merle Johnston in September, 
1955. Louise operated this store, with some help from 
Jennie Strang, until she sold to Edna Johnson in Sep
tember, 1963. 

In her retirement Louise continued to live in Gudny 
Gudbrandson's house until she bought the Embury 
house. Baldur is 'Home' to Louise and she enjoys living 
in the first home she ever owned. 

KRISTJAN AND SIGURBORG REYKDAL 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Bill, Salin, Frank, Sigrun, and Carl. Front Row: Fred, 
Kristjan, Sigurborg, and Victor. 

Jon Krist jan Reykdal was born in 1869 in Iceland, and 
came to the R.M. of Argyle in 1893, having been 
recruited to immigrate by Sigurdur Christopherson. He 
never saw any of his immediate family again. 

For the first four years Krist jan worked as a day 
labourer. His work included arming a wheelbarrow 
which was the means used in conjunction with a single 
horse scraper to build the road across the marsh south of 
Glenboro. The remainder of his years were spent farm
ing. 

On Jan. 28, 1896, he married Sigurborg Sigfusdottir 
Peterson at Riverton. Sigurborg had been born in Iceland 
in 1874, and came to Canada in 1878, at the age of 10, to 
reside with her grandmother, Gudrun Jonsdottir Storm, 

who had been one of the first women to be granted 
homestead rights in Canada. Sigurborg took her vows of 
confirmation with the first class of confirmants at 
Grund, in 1890. 

Krist jan and Sigurborg were both lifelong members of 
the Lutheran Church, with Krist jan a particularly 
staunch and enthusiastic Christian, who regularly walked 
miles to attend service. 

Krist jan and Sigurborg had nine children: Sigrun 
Kristjana; Octavia; Herdis Salin; Jens Vilhjamur; Carl 
Alexander; Fridrik Franklin; Fridrik Marino; Victor 
Nikulas; and Pall Franklin. 

Sigrun Kristjana was born in 1896. (See Ingolfur 
Johannesson History) 

Octavia, Kristjana's twin sister died shortly after birth. 
Herdis Salin was born on May 25, 1899. She married 

Dr. P.B. Guttormsson. They presently reside in Maple 
Creek, Sask. They had four children: Peter Thor; 
Krist jan V.; Merle C.; and Norma Celene. 

Jens Vilhjalmur (Bill) was born on April 14, 1902. He 
married Evelyn Jane Stephens. She was born on Aug. 7, 
1909. They resided in the R.M. of Argyle most of their 
lives. They farmed until later years, when Bill turned to 
carpentering. They had five children: George William; 
James Krist jan; Evelyn Maxine; Lloyd Franklin; and 
Merle Stephen. Evelyn died on Aug. 27, 1970, and Bill on 
July 2,1981. 

Carl Alexander was born on April 14, 1902. Carl took 
over the farm and responsibilities of the home when his 
father died in 1938. He farmed for 31 years on 21-4-13 
and the adjoining farm to the west. In 1951, he moved to 
British Columbia where he presently resides with his 
nephew, Pall and his wife, Rene, in Coquitlam, B.C. 

Fridrik Franklin was born on April 21, 1907, and died 
on April 28, 1908. 

Fridrik Marino was born on April 6, 1909. He married 
Blanche Leona Desrochers. Blanche was born on June 1, 
1917. They had five children: Peter Marino; Clifford 
Krist jan; Lyall Curtis; Patricia Florence; and Bonita Lee. 
Blanche died on May 18, 1979. 

Victor Nikulas was born on Aug. 27, 1911. He married 
Eileen Chester, who is now deceased. They had two 
children, Erlene and Victor. Victor spent most of his 
years in the employ of C.N .R. 

Pall Franklin was born on May 26, 1917. He married 
Pauline A. Little, of Hilton, Man. They had three 
children: Lynn; Carrol; and Karen. Frank is retired from 
the Canadian Air Force and resides at Ninette, Man. 

When Henry Isfjord was about seven, his mother died; 
and Krist jan and Sigurborg took him into their home and 
raised him as a son. Henry resides in Winnipeg with his 
wife, Effie. They had four children: Larry; twin 
daughters, Lois and Louise; and Nadine. 

Krist jan died in 1937 and Sigurborg died in 1964. 

BILL AND EVELYN REYKDAL 
FAMILY 

Jens Vilhjalmur (Bill) Reykdal and Evelyn Jane 
Stephen were married Dec. 14, 1929 in Winnipeg. 

Bill was born in a log shanty west of Baldur on April 
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Evelyn and Bill 

14, 1902. He lived in and around the Baldur district most 
of his life. 

Evelyn Stephen was born in Baldur on Aug. 7, 1907, 
the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Stephen. She 
was raised in the W olseley district and attended school 
there. 

Bill and Evelyn had five children: George born in 1931, 
Kris born in 1932, Maxine born in 1934, (died in 1977), 
Lloyd born in 1936, Merle born in 1942. 

When they first married, Bill and Evelyn lived in the 
Neelin district. From there they moved to the Craig farm, 
south of Baldur. They bought and moved to NW 1-5-14, 
where Kris still lives. 

Besides farming, Bill and the boys did a lot of car
pentry work. Bill helped build the addition to the Baldur 
Hospital and built a number of houses. 

Evelyn enjoyed her family. She always kept a large 
garden. She especially liked friends and relatives to drop 
in for a cup of tea. 

In 1952, Bill and Evelyn built a new house on the farm. 
In 1966; they tore down the George Stephen house and 
built a new home and lived there until 1970, when Evelyn 
died. Bill lived there one more year and then moved to 
Brandon where he lived from 1971 to 1974. He returned 
to Baldur and lived on the George Dearsley farm until his 
death in July, 1981. 

On retiring from the farm, Bill and Evelyn enjoyed 
some travel to eastern Canada, and to New Zealand to 
visit Maxine and family. 

Now, in 1981, George lives in Chilliwack, B.C., 
working at a lumber mill. Kris and Lloyd both farm in 
the Baldur district and Merle owns and operates Merle's 
Welding in Killarney. 

LLOYD REYKDAL AND BUBS FAMILY 

Lloyd and Marion (Bubs) McGill were married in a 
double wedding on June 27, 1959, in the Baldur United 
Church, along with John Cameron and Lillian McGill. 

The first five years of their married life were spent in 
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Bubs, Lloyd, Crystal, Tim, Brenda. 

Baldur and Lloyd drove the transfer for Burton Bray. 
Lloyd and Bubs lived in part of the George Stephen 

house for the first year and then moved to the Bob Allen 
house on the south edge of town for four years. They 
spent many hours cleaning and fixing the house and yard, 
planting trees and putting in a picket fence to keep the 
children off the road. They always had a large garden. 
One year they had 20 bags of potatoes to sell. 

Tim was born in 1960 while they lived in the Stephen 
house. Brenda was born in 1962 while they lived in the 
Bob Allen house. 

In 1964, Lloyd and Bubs bought the Joe Wray farm, 2-
5-14, and moved out March 27 with the help of some 
good friends and relatives, beautiful weather, no snow. 
Now the cow milking and pig raising started. Beautiful 
grounds and gardens were already established. 

Crystal was born in 1967, the centennial year. 
In 1968, they bought the doctor's house which was 

located on the front street of Baldur and moved it to the 
farm. They tore the old house down the same year. 

In 1974, Lloyd and Bubs bought the former Ernie 
Sexsmith farm from Frank and Bertha Geysen. 

Now the calf raising started. Lots of hard work but lots 
of fun, too. The whole family takes part, so it makes 
things easier. 

Presently Tim is working in Killarney driving a cement 
truck and helping out at home, when needed, nights and 
weekends. 

Brenda is taking her R.N. training in Brandon and has 
just completed her first year. 

Crystal is going to Baldur High School. 

JOSEPH AND ALEXANDRINE 
RICARD F AMIL Y 

Joseph had six sisters and six brothers. He came to 
Winnipeg from Montreal in 1918, along with his sister 
Eva. There they separated and Joseph headed for 
Glenella, Man., to join a harvesting crew, not meeting his 
sister Eva again, until some 30 years later. 

On March 24, 1927, wedding bells rang in the 
Mariapolis Roman Catholic Church, when Joseph 
married Alexandrine Barsalou of Mariapolis, Man. They 
settled down on a quarter section of 26-4-12 in the Argyle 



Joseph and Alexandrine on their wedding day in 
1927. 

Municipality. They had a family of ten children, seven 
boys and t;'lee girls. 

Eva married Albert Lussier from Belmont, Man., now 
farming in the Belmont area. 

Arthur is now farming the home quarter. 
Julie married George Desrochers of Mariapolis. They 

now live in St. Vital, Man. 
Leon and Leo are twins. Leon married Mari-Ange 

Vachon, from Oak Lake, Man., and they now farm in 
the Mariapolis district. Leo now resides on the home 
quarter. 

Henry married Carol Adams from Vancouver and now 
lives in Coquitlam, B.C. 

Rene married Marjorie Wytinck from Cypress River, 
Man. They are now farming in the Baldur district. 

Antoine and Antoinette are twins. Antoine married 
Bernice Wytinck from Cypress River. They are now 
farming in the Mariapolis district. Antoinette married 
Ed. De Vleager from Mariapolis. They are now living in 
St. Norbert. 

George married Solange Desrochers, of Somerset, 
Man. They are living in St. Anne, Man. 

Joseph died at the age of 74 in January, 1970, leaving 
his beloved wife, Alexandrine, who is still residing on the 
home place, along with sons Arthur and Leo. Alexan
drine at present has 26 grandchildren and 8 great
grandchildren. 

THOMAS RICHARDSON FAMILY 

Tom Richardson homesteaded SW 14-4-12 in 1886. He 
married a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Flanigan's. They 
had four children: Georgina married Del Stevens' 
Frances married Jack Darling; Mary who taught schooi 
and never married; and Jack who farmed the homestead 
after the death of his parents and died at middle age. 

ART AND MINNIE RIGLIN FAMILY 

Art Riglin married Mary (Minnie) McLaren and they 
farmed in Saskatchewan for a short time. They moved to 
the Graham farm, SW 20-3-14 in the Neelin district, in 
1936. Later they moved to the Fisher farm, SW 25-3-15, 
and in the mid-1940's to SW 29-2-14. Minnie and Art 
retired to Killarney in 1979. They have a family of two 
sons and two daughters; Ken, Alma, Raymond and 
Betty. 

Back Row: Bryan, Wayne, Glenda and Gordon. Front 
Row: Verna and Ken. 

Ken married Verna Crummer and they farm on SE 29-
3-14, the former George Cooper farm. They have a 
family of four; Bryan, Glenda, Gordon and Wayne. 
Bryan is married to Fran Parsonage and they live in 
Brandon. 

Alma married John McDonald and they live at 
Mankota, Sask. They have a family of four; Laurie (Mrs. 
Don Robertson), Leonard, Lorne and Linda. 

Raymond is married to Marjorie Thomas and lives on 
Henry McLaren's farm, NE 29-3-15. Their family in
cludes Edward, Michael, Janet and Colleen. 

Betty married Tom Mowbray. Betty and Tom farm 
near Cartwright. They have a family of three; Angela, 
Robbie and Scott. 

JOHN AND MILDRED ROBERTS 
FAMILY 

John (Jack) Roberts was born in Wrexham, Wales, on 
April 21, 1881. He came to Canada in 1899, and worked 
on a dairy farm at Teulon until he enlisted in WW I in 
1914. Jack saw four years of active service during the 
time he was overseas, 1914-1918. Jack was gassed, broke 
his ankle and saw much heavy fighting in Europe. He was 
a Canadian quarter-master sergeant and was acting 
sergeant major at the end of the war. 

Jack returned to Canada in the spring of 1919, and 
found his promised love waiting to marry him. She was 
Mildred Gertrude Morrison who was born April 9, 1899, 
in Thunder Bay, Ont. The wedding took place in Win
nipeg on Sept. 24, 1919. 
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Jack and Mildred 

Jack and Mildred bought a farm, 26-4-13, in Argyle 
Municipality, through the Soldier Settlement Board and 
moved there shortly after their marriage. 

Jack was a great gardener; and graded the roads for the 
municipality with four horses on a scraper during the late 
twenties and early thirties. 

Mildred and Jack were kept busy raising a family of 10 
children: Mildred, Helen, Vivian, John, Grace, Lome, 
Hilda, Lloyd, Wray, and Wayne. The children all 
received their education at Greenway School before 
leaving for further fields. 

Mildred Jr., born Nov. 8, 1920, served as driving 
instructor in WW II after which she married Leo John 
Martins (deceased). She lives in Springfield, Maine, 
U.S.A. Mildred and Leo had a family of four boys and 
one girl. 

Helen, born on March 19, 1922, worked in restaurants 
in Winnipeg until she met Fred Primrose who served in 
the Fort Garry Horse in WW II. They moved to Thunder 
Bay for eight years before returning to Greenway and 
Baldur where they still reside. They had five children: 
Dennis, John (deceased 1981), Alice, Lorna and Laura 
who all attended Greenway and Baldur Schools. 

Vivian, born Sept. 17, 1923, married Henry Gervais 
and raised a family of four boys. They reside in St. 
Boniface. 

John was born Sept. 11, 1925. He has been a miner at 
Lynn Lake and Merritt, B.C. for 30 years. He and his 
wife Marion had two daughters who visit their parents 
often in Merritt, B.C. 

Grace was born Feb. 21, 1928. She married John 
Bigurski and they had one daughter who resides in 
Winnipeg. Grace and John are both deceased. 

Lome was born on Feb. 18, 1933. He worked on an 
elevator repair gang until he contracted multiple sclerosis 
in 1955. Lome spent his last 11 years in and out of 
hospital until his death on Oct. 9, 1966. 

Hilda was born on Nov. 3, 1935. She married Jake 
Eyers and they had four children. They reside in Win
nipeg, Man. 
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Lloyd was born on March 26, 1937. He married Cecile 
De Mare. They have one son and two daughters and live 
in Winnipeg, Man. 

Wray Allen was born Jan. 12, 1941. He married Leora 
Templeton in 1959. They had eight children. Wray works 
in Fannystelle for the Municipality of Grey. 

Wayne was born on April 26, 1943. He married June 
Jordan, from Manitou and they had two sons. Wayne is a 
trucker and they reside in Winnipeg, Man. 

Jack Roberts died in the early forties as a result of 
being gassed during WW I. His wife, Mildred, remained 
on the farm until 1959, when she sold it to Floyd Preston 
and moved to Winnipeg where she still resides at age 82 
years. 

NURSE FRANCES ROBINSON 

Nurse Frances Robinson with Ruth 
Gera/amy. 

Frances Robinson, commonly known as Nurse 
Robinson, came from England to reside at George 
Stoners in Greenway in 1913. Shortly after her arrival she 
nursed Mrs. Stoner when a daughter, Marjorie, was 
born. It was the beginning of a long nursing career. Nurse 
Robinson went from home to home delivering babies 
(sometimes on her own if Dr. Cleghorn didn't make it in 
time). 

Nurse Robinson was also a good cook and would put 
an apron on over her spotless uniform and make a meal 
for the rest of the family. Later, Nurse Robinson made 
her home with Alf and Mrs. Baker, and then she rented a 
suite above Fowler's Shoe Store where she started a 
nursing home. From then on the mothers came to the 
nurse. Honourable Donald Craik was one of the babies 
born in this nursing home. 

Nurse Robinson worked with the G.A. (Girls' 
Auxiliary) in the Anglican Church. It was through her 
efforts that the young people raised funds to install the 
beautiful stained glass windows behind the altar of the 
Anglican Church in 1934. In the late '30's Nurse 
Robinson returned to spend her last days in a senior 
citizens' home in Glasgow. 



BOB AND RHODA ROBINSON 
FAMILY 

Robert, Ruth and Rhoda. 

Robert Henry (Bob) Robinson was born on March 1, 
1866, in Watford, Ont., son of William James and 
Isabella Robinson. William and Isabella had four boys 
and three girls in their family; Joseph, James, William 
Augustus, Robert Henry, Mary Elizabeth (Mrs. Tom 
Jones), Isabella Jane (Mrs. Cronkite), and Annie 
Catherine, (Mrs. George Hunter). 

William Robinson came to Manitoba in 1880, and 
homesteaded 6-3-11 in the Goudney district, three miles 
west of Pilot Mound, now owned by Luella Duncan of 
Pilot Mound. In 1881 he returned to Ontario and brought 
his family out. At that time Emerson was the end of the 
railway line. The journey from there was made by Ox
cart. 

Bob Robinson homesteaded a half section five miles 
south of Clearwater. 

On Dec. 27,1899, at a double wedding ceremony in the 
Balfour home, north of Pilot Mound, Robert H. 
Robinson married Rhoda Balfour, and James 
Cruikshank married Mary Balfour. The Robinsons lived 
on their homestead, south of Clearwater. Their only 
child, Ruth, was born Feb. 14, 1901. 

In 1903, they moved to the Marringhurst School 
District, and settled on 36-3-l3, in an old log house. They 
attended church in Marringhurst School and Ruth at
tended school there. 

Rhoda passed away in 19l3. From that time on, Ruth, 
then 12 years old, kept house for her father. 

They sold the farm later, and in 1920, purchased and 
moved to 25-3-l3 (The Ritchie Place) in Marringhurst. 
They continued to farm there until 1950. 

Ruth and her father possessed a ready wit. An amusing 
incident, characteristic of this humor, is told by Ruth 
today. 

Bob and Henry Thwaites were chopping wood. Ruth 
watched her chance and slyly pinned a rabbit's tail on 
each of them. The bobbing tail, as they chopped, was a 
huge joke on the other fellow - but what they didn't 
know, was that they each had a tail. The afternoon wore 
on, and away they went to Glenora for the mail. Here the 

fun continued. Mr. Lindsay phoned Ruth and said, 
"Well, what are you doing today?" Ruth answered, 
"Oh, chasing rabbits." Mr. Lindsay replied, "Well, a 
couple of them got away on you." 

In 1950, the Robinsons moved to Pilot Mound. They 
loved company. Their home on the farm and the house in 
town, was home to many people, school girls, or anyone 
needing accommodation. Relatives and friends were 
always welcomed for visiting and meals. Henry Thwaites 
lived with them for 35 years - Eddie Knight for 20 years, 
and Bill Heynes for 10 years. 

Bob Robinson passed away in Crystal City Hospital on 
Christmas Day, 1953, at the age of 87 years. 

Ruth retired to a cozy little home in Pilot Mound in 
1974. She now resides in Rock Lake Personal Care Unit, 
Pilot Mound. 

WILLIAM AND LENA ROBINSON 

William Robinson was born at Mount Brydges, On
tario in 1864. He was the son of William Sr. and Isabelle 
Robinson and had four brothers and three sisters. 
William came to Manitoba in 1878, and homesteaded in 
the Goudney District, near Pilot Mound. In March, 1881, 
the family moved west, coming to Emerson by train, then 
driving the settler's effects to Pilot Mound. Joe and Jim, 
the two older boys, drove the cattle. 

William, when he was ready to go out on his own, 
bought a farm, one mile and a half east of the present 
village of Glenora, where there was a post office. In 1907, 
he married Helena Gemmill. Their farm was on the 
Greenway road at the intersection and Lena, as she was 
known, and Will, had the welcome mat out for all who 
called, weary travellers and neighbours alike. Lena 
especially liked children and the Conrad and Lebeau 
children often visited and enjoyed a cookie or two. 

They had five children, John, Earl, Jim, Mary and 
Isabella. All the children went to school in Glenora and 
had many stories to tell of their good times. The family 
supported the United Church and helped in all com
munityaffairs. 

John, Jim, Mary, Earl. 
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John and Earl remained on the farm with their mother 
until the farm was sold. 

Earl married Alice Ferris from Holland, Man., in 
1941. They had a daughter, Marjorie, who died in in
fancy and a son William. Earl died in 1968. Alice and 
Earl's son, Bill, married Maureen Orr, at Abbotsford, 
B.C. and they have a daughter Tracy, the only great
grandchild of the Will Robinson Sr. family. 

John and Mary farmed north of Glenora until Lena's 
death in 1948. John and Mary sold the farm and found 
work elsewhere. At the time of his death in 1965, John 
was living with Mary in Winnipeg. 

Jim served with the Canadian Air Force overseas in 
WWII and brought his war bride, Betty Owens, home 
with him. Jim and his daughter Peggy have since passed 
away, Jim in 1973, and Peggy in 1975. 

Isabelle and Merritt. 

Isabelle married Merritt Mathers of Pilot Mound. 
They had two children, Alvin and Betty, (Mrs. John 
White). Isabelle and Merritt died in May and June of 
1968, in Maple Ridge, B.C. 

Mary stayed with her mother until her passing, then 
worked in Pilot Mound and later in Winnipeg. 

Their old home is now empty but is still a landmark to 
many passing through. 

WILLIAM ROBINSON FAMILY 

In the spring of 1882, Mr. Wm. Robinson and his 
brother-in-law George Stewart came out from Ontario 
from a village called Nobleton. William had his 
belongings in a freight car along with another man. The 
Canadian Pacific Railway wouldn't put off William's 
effects at Emerson therefore they had to go on to 
Winnipeg. The snow was very deep. In fact they could 
walk from the roof of the freight car right on to the snow. 
They put the horses in a livery barn and they took a room 
at the hotel. The horses took distemper and therefore the 
men had to remain in Winnipeg until they were almost 
out of money. Finally they struck out west and found the 
water was so deep they had to return to Winnipeg and go 
south to Emerson. From there they were able to go west 
and then north. Finally, they arrived at Alex McQuarries 
- friends they had known in the East. 
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Mr. and Mrs. William Robinson. 

William took up a homestead on N 14-4-12. He went 
back east in August and brought out his family. They 
came from Emerson in a wagon drawn by horses. They 
had three cows tied behind the wagon, two for themselves 
and one for George Stewart. The mosquitoes were the 
worst they had ever experienced. William and Mrs. 
Robinson had five childen when they came out and 
another girl was born Nov. 2 of that year. Such an un
dertaking would be considered ridiculous in this day and 
age, but they managed and didn't have to discard any of 
their belongings on the way, as some of the more un
fortunate people had to do. They lived in Tom Fry's 
house during the first winter. In the spring, George 
Stewart, who was a carpenter, completed the house on 
the homestead of NW 14-4-12 for William and Mrs. 
Robinson. Of course all of these homes were made of 
logs hewn out of the bush and put together with square 
nails. This story is an example of the trials and privations 
that all the pioneers experienced. 

In 1882, Mrs. Miller sold her quarter to William 
Robinson for $800, so the Robinsons moved there in 
1885. William and Mrs. Robinson had nine children: 

Stewart, born in 1870, married Christina Craik Nov. 
18, 1903, and they had four children (see Stewart 
Robinson history). 

Alice May died in infancy. 
Lyman married Annie Stratford and had two boys, 

Fred and Lyall (see Lyman Robinson). 
Ella was born in 1876, and in 1898, married John 

Barnes. They had nine children. 
Harvey was born in 1878, and married Lizzie Watson. 

They had two children. 
Edway was born in 1880, and married Margaret Jensen 

on Jan. 17, 1900. They had one son. 
Lena was born in 1882. She married Ernest Stedman. 

They had three children. 
Robert was born Feb. 14, 1885. He married Beth 

McKenzie and they had two children. 
William was born July 2, 1886. He married Viva 

McKellar. They had two daughters. 
William and Mrs. Robinson lived on the farm until 

1902, when they retired to Pilot Mound. William passed 
away July 21, 1919. Mrs. Robinson passed away Feb. 28, 
1923. 



STEWART AND TENA ROBINSON 

Stewart Robinson was the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Robinson. He came to Dry River with his 
parents at the age of 12, in 1882, from Nobleton, Ont. 

In 1901, Stewart bought SE 21-4-12. He put up 
buildings on this quarter and married Christina Craik, in 
1903. Christina was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Craik, who lived less than one mile north of the 
Robinsons. 

Stewart and Christina (Tena) had four children: Mary 
Alice (May) born on Aug. 23, 1904; Ida born on Oct. 24, 
1905; a baby boy stillborn; and Gladys Pearl born in 
1913, who died of whooping cough at the age of four 
months. 

Stewart and Tena had the Dry River Post Office for 
about 38 years. This was quite a gathering place in the 
community. All the neighbours would come every 
Monday and Friday morning to post their mail and bring 
their grocery lists. By 1 :00 p.m. the mailbags were filled 
and locked, loaded into the wagon, buggy or cutter and 
in the later years, the Model A car. Stewart would head 
off in all kinds of weather and roads to Mariapolis (about 
four and one half miles) with the mail to be posted, and 
wait for the three o'clock train, then return with the mail. 
It would be sorted in time for all the school children to 
pick up after school. 

Dry River was on the Manitoba road map. The Dry 
River Post Office opened at the home of Geo. Stewart in 
1884, and then was moved to A. Easons. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Craik took it over from 1903, until they moved to 
Greenway in 1909. Stewart Robinson was postmaster 
from 1909, until about 1947. 

Stewart and Tena remained and farmed most of their 
lives on this farm but the last few years it has been rented 
to Boulets and to August Vassart. 

Stewart and Tena's daughter, May, married Alex 
Graham. (See Alex Graham History). 

Stewart died on Oct. 22, 1948 at the age of 78, and 
Tena in 1951, at the age of 72. 

LYMAN ROBINSON 

Lyman, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Robinson was 
born Dec. 4, 1873. He married Annie Stratford of Baldur 
in 1903. They lived on William's farm and rented NW 14-
4-12. 

Lyman and Annie had two sons, Fred born in 1904, 
and Lyall, born in 1909. 

Lyman and Annie were active in all Dry River district 
events, Lyman as a baseball player and a councillor of 
Ward I, Annie as a homemaker and cook, which brought 
her many prizes at Greenway Fair. 

They retired to Brandon in 1946.Lyman died in 1969, 
at age 95, and Annie in 1980. 

Fred married Marie Hartwell of Swan Lake. They live 
in Regina where Fred was manager of the Regina Branch 
of the Armco Co. Fred and Marie are now retired and 
enjoy their hobby of making jewellery from precious 
stones found in Canada and U.S.A. Fred and Marie have 

Lyman and Annie on their wedding day in 
1903. 

one son, Lyman. 
Lyall is very musical as is his wife, the former Evelyn 

Spearman of Pilot Mound. They play in a very popular 
orchestra and Evelyn has given many music lessons. Lyall 
and Evelyn have two daughters, Gail and Donna. After 
working for years with Doigs in Brandon, Lyall and 
Evelyn retired there. 

KAREL AND IRMA ROEGES 
FAMILY 

In 1929, Karel and Irma Roeges immigrated to 
Canada, coming by boat from Belgium to Halifax. From 
there they took the train to Winnipeg and on to 
Mariapolis. 

In Mariapolis they worked for various farmers for one 
year and eight months. In the fall of 1931, Karel and 
Irma rented a farm in Greenway from Mrs. Lodge, 24-5-
13. Those were the "Dirty Thirties". One year they had 
to burn their crop; another year they lost quite a few 
horses to sleeping sickness. Irma had to go for water 
down a big hill, a quarter of a mile walk. 

In 1935, their son, Frank, was born. 
During this depression the family didn't have much, 

but the many card parties and dances helped to make life 
more pleasant. 

In 1938, they rented a farm in Swan Lake, where their 
daughter, Maria, was 1;>orn in 1944. She is now married to 
Bob McCallum, of Boissevain. 

In 1945, they rented Mr. Schuerbeke's farm, 9-4-13, in 
Glenora, for five years, then for another five years they 
rented Pete Dallaert's farm, 15-4-13. 

Finally, they bought three quarter sections of land 
from Rene Van De Kerkhove, 15-5-13, that was the first 
land Karel and Irma owned. 

In 1959, Frank married Jackie Andries; and Karel and 
Irma bought S.E. 17-5-13 from Mrs. Ballegeer. 

621 



Karel died in 1975, and Irma is now living in Baldur 
Lodge. 

Frank and Jackie continue to live in Argyle. They have 
two children: Kim, Mrs. Darryl Braun of Winnipeg; and 
Douglas, at home. 

THE GEORGE SAMPSON FAMILY 

Mrs. George "Grandma" Sampson 

Mr. and Mrs. George Sampson came to Manitoba 
from Kemble, Ont. in 1888, to the Birtle-Solsgirth area. 
They came from Ontario by train, bringing the few 
possessions they could and their five children: a son Bert 
and daughters, Charlotte, Rose, Georgina and Mabel. 
They were only a short time at Birtle when, with team and 
wagon, they headed in a southeasterly direction looking 
for a place to settle. They spent a few years on a farm at 
Rapid City and again in the Wawanesa-Treesbank area 
before finally arriving at Greenway in 1896. There they 
bought and settled on a farm about two and a half miles 
southwest of the village of Greenway. By this time there 
were three more children: William, Olive and Merritt, 
making a family of eight. However, by this time the older 
girls were out working. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sampson were Methodists and, after 
settling at Greenway, attended the church services which 
were held in the school before the Greenway Church was 
built. The younger members of the family attended 
school at Greenway. 

In 1897, Charlotte married Thomas Kenyon of 
Glenboro. A few years later they moved into the 
Greenway district for a time. In 1900, Rose married 
Henry Trott of Rapid City, where they remained. 
Georgina married James Mathers in 1901 and they 
resided at Pilot Mound. Mabel married Sol Preston in 
1905 and they went to Golden Prairie, Sask. William 
married May Day in 1914, and they remained in the 
Greenway district for many years. Olive married Robert 
Purves in 1921, and they, too, went to Golden Prairie, 
Sask. The eldest of the family, Bert, never married and 
died of heart trouble in 1931, at the age of 58. As with 
most families, there were many hardships in early days 
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and much hard work, but many good times as well. 
In 1911, the youngest of the family, Merritt, con

tracted pneumonia and died at the age of 17, and in 1915, 
Mr. Sampson died from ruptured appendix at the age of 
65. This left Mrs. Sampson unable to carryon with the 
farm and she bought a small cottage in the village of 
Greenway, where in 1916 she and Olive moved. In 1917, 
Mabel died at Golden Prairie, Sask. and left two little 
girls, Clara and Rosie Preston. Mrs. Preston brought her 
two small granddaughters to Greenway and made a home 
for them. Clara remained in Greenway until her early 
teens, then went back to Saskatchewan to be with her 
dad, who had remarried. In later years she returned and 
married Donald McKenzie of Baldur. Donald died in 
1973, and Clara now lives in Medicine Hat. Rosie 
remained with Mrs. Sampson for many years, looking 
after the house and caring for her until she died at the age 
of97, in 1951. 

Mrs. Sampson was called to many of the homes around 
Greenway in the early days, acting as a mid-wife and 
became "Grandma Sampson" to everyone. After her 
death, Rosie went to visit her dad in Saskatchewan and 
was later employed at the Saskatchewan Hotel in Regina, 
where she met and married Richard Valiquette. They now 
live at Hinton, Alta. 

The George Sampson family are now all gone, but 
there are many descendants. 

WILLIAM AND MAY SAMPSON FAMILY 

Laura, May, Alice, William, Raymond and 
Milton injronl. 

William Sampson was born to Mr. and Mrs. George 
Sampson on Nov. 14, 1889, at Rapid City, Man. He came 
to Greenway, Man., with his parents and seven brothers 
and sisters in 1896. They lived on 34-4-13 which had been 
homesteaded in 1879. 

William and May, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Day, were married on June 24, 1914, by Rev. Paterson. 
They moved to a farm owned by Joe Lyons but stayed a 
short time, then went to farm with Will's father, George 
in 1915. Will and May's first daughter, Alice Josephine 
was born April 23, of that year. 

Unfortunately, George became ill from a ruptured 
appendix and died on May 3, 1915. In 1916, Mrs. George 
Sampson and daughter Olive, moved to the town of 



Greenway and lived in the cottage built by Bill Tisdale. 
Will and May stayed on the farm and on Sept. 11, 

1916, a second daughter Laura Grace was born. In 1919, 
a son George Raymond was born on May 8, one day 
before May's birthday. On Jan. 15, 1925, a daughter Ina 
May was born but died April 27, 1926. A son Milton 
William was born on July 31, 1928. All the children were 
born in the log house which still stands and was lived in 
by Donald and Emily Craik until 1978. 

Will and May and three children lived in Baldur one 
winter, in the house now occupied by Kerry and Betty 
Maxwell. ' 

The town of Greenway became home to Will and May 
again when they moved to a house owned by James 
Wriaht and later bought by Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Craik. 

William and family moved back to 34-4-13 and lived 
there until 1931, when they moved to Belmont, where 
they farmed until Will, May and son, Milton, moved to 
Glenboro in 1947. Here Will drayed for the C.P.R. and 
worked for the town board. 

May kept boarders (men who worked on the pipe line 
which was put through Glenboro at this time.) 

Will was an Orangeman and belonged to the LO.O.F. 
Will and May were United Church members and May 
was a U.C.W. member. 

Will retired in May, 1962, and suddenly died on May 
30, 1962, at age 72 years. May lived on in Glenboro until 
1975, when she moved to Belmont to retire in Belcrest 
Manor, where she is very happy and has helped to write 
this history at the age of 88. 

Will and May's family are: Alice, who is married to 
Phil Jones, (deceased). They have two sons Donald and 
Robert and one daughter Joyce; Laura married Robert 
Campbell, and they have one daughter Jean and two 
sons, Kenneth and Barry; Raymond married Vera 
Lambkin. They have no family; Milton married Mildred 
Lund (Bonnie). They have two daughters, Debra and 
Donna. 

WALKER AND FLORENCE 
SAMPSON FAMILY 

Walker Sampson, the son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Sampson, was born in Eastern Ontario, and came west 
with his parents and brother Wilbur about 1877. They 
settled at Morden for a few years and then moved to the 
Municipality of Argyle. 

Florence McFarland was born at Orillia, Ont., and 
lived there until she married Walker Sampson on Jan. 1, 
1902. They lived on the farm at the corner across from 
the Victoria Stone Church, which was a well-known 
landmark for miles around. They had six children: Reg, 
Carl, Ross, Verna, Aubrey and Gordon. The children 
attended Hecla School and for a short time Mimir. The 
family were members of the Victoria Church 
congregation. 

Unfortunately Walker passed away very suddenly in 
October of 1918, leaving his wife to raise the young 
family. With the help of her oldest sons and hired help, 
they kept the farm going for many years. 

When the home farm was sold, Florence moved to 
Baldur and resided there for several years, until she 
moved to the Pinecrest Home in Brandon, where she 
lived until her death in 1974. During her lifetime she was 
a hard- working and devoted mother and grandmother, a 
good neighbour, and a member of the United Church. 
There were no clubs or organizations in the Victoria 
district, but she supported the Victoria Church. Her door 
was always open to family and friends. 

Back Row: Reg, Aubrey, and Gordon. Front Row: 
Verna and Florence. 

In due time, Reg left home and moved to British 
Columbia, where he met and married Edith Walley. They 
lived in Vancouver and Victoria, until they moved to 
California, then to Oregon. They had two children, 
Donald and Patricia. Both Edith and Reg died in Oregon. 

Carl married Gertrude Jeffries, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Sid Jeffries of Glenboro. They had one daughter 
Leona. They lived on the home farm for many years, 
then moved to the Stockton district. They gave up farm
ing and went to Winnipeg where Carl was employed by 
the C.P.R. A few years later, they moved to Vancouver, 
then to Long Beach, California, where Carl passed away 
in September, 1956. His wife and daughter still live in 
Long Beach. 

Ross married Mary Anderson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Al Anderson of Stockton. They lived in Brandon in 
the early years of their marriage, later coming back to the 
home farm area, then to the Stockton district. They had 
one son, Beverly. Ross passed away at the age of 34. 
Mary returned to Brandon. Later she married Alf Hills 
and they retired to Vancouver where Mary passed away 
in 1969. Beverly now lives in Alberta. 

Verna lived at home until she married Lynn Embury of 
the Baldur District in 1938. They lived in that area until 
they moved to Brandon around 1956. Lynn passed away 
in 1958. Verna and her family continued to live in 
Brandon. She passed away in August, 1980. See Embury 
family for details of her family. 

Aubrey and Gordon worked in various districts until 
they took over the home farm in 1939. Gordon married 
Ina Dale, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J.T. Dale. They had 
three children: Barry, Maxine and Terrie. In 1947, they 
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gave up farming and moved to Dryden, Ont., where they 
still reside. Barry is a high school math teacher in 
Dryden, and is married to Thelma Davies of Flin Flon. 
Maxine married Neil Hamilton of Dryden. Terrie lives at 
home and is employed by the Dryden Credit Union. 

Aubrey married Mary Waite of Prince Albert, Sask., 
and continued to farm on the home place until it was 
sold. Aubrey and family now live in the Belmont district. 
They have six children; Sharon, Wayne, Gary, Mavis, 
Charlene and Lisa. 

In May of 1981, there are only Aubrey and Gordon left 
of the Walker Sampson family, but there are many 
descendants, 19 grandchildren and, 20 great
grandchildren scattered across Canada and the United 
States. 

EDW ARD AND MARGARET 
SATTERTHW AITE FAMILY 

Edward Satterthwaite and his wife, Margaret Noble, 
came from the north of England. As a young couple, they 
homesteaded in Saskatchewan, where they lived in a sod 
shanty. Margaret often told of the hard life of the 
pioneer, made doubly hard for her because it was such a 
drastic change from her sheltered life in the beauty of the 
English Lake district. Edward, their only son, was born 
while they lived in Saskatchewan. 

They moved to the farm in Argyle now owned by the 
Smiths. On Saturday nights they met with the Brays and 
would spend the evening together. Every Christmas day 
the Satterthwaites made the 10 mile journey by team and 
sleigh to the Brays to spend the day. Sometimes, because 
of storms, they had to spend the night. 

Edward Sr. died in 1934, in the Ninette Sanitorium. 
Edward and his mother left the farm and bought a house 
in Baldur on Schultz Ave. 

Margaret, who accompanied Edward to Ottawa in 
1939, died in 1972. She was buried beside her husband in 
the Baldur Cemetery. 

The Satterthwaites were well liked and had many 
friends in the Rosehill district. 

Edward made wooden doll furniture and games, often 
from material he found by raiding the junk yard. He also 
made crystal radio sets. Edward had plans to set up as an 
electrician in Baldur, but with the outbreak of war in 
1939, he was called to Ottawa, where his talents were 
used in secret work on armaments. He continued with the 
government, until ill health forced him to retire early. 

JOE SAUNDERS FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Saunders homesteaded NE 28-4-12 
in 1885. They had three children, one son Joe and two 
daughters, who married Jas. Wright and Alfred Eason. 
Joe Sr. passed away at an early age but Mrs. Saunders 
continued to live on the farm with her son, Joe Jr. and 
family. She retired to Wawanesa to be near her daughter. 
She passed away in 1911. . 
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HENRY AND SUSIE SAW ATSKY· 
FAMILY 

The Sawatzky clan began in Canada when the great
grandparents, Henry Sawatzky and his wife Netta, came 
to this country from Russia in August of 1874. 

They had with them one son who was born in Russia, a 
daughter was still-born on the ship enroute to Canada 
and was buried at sea. When they arrived in Canada they 
settled in the Halbstat district in Manitoba, about 
halfway between Emerson and Gretna. They farmed 
there until they retired to Altona. They had nine children 
after coming to Canada. Cornelius, the first one born 
here, became Henry's grandfather. 

Cornelius was born on Jan. 21, 1876, in the Halbstat 
area. He later married Marie Friesen who was born Oct. 
7, 1880. Their lifetime occupation was farming in the 
Straus burg district of Manitoba until they retired to 
Winkler. They had seven children; Henry C. Sawatzky 
was the oldest and became Henry's father. Henry C. was 
born on Sept. 26, 1899, in the Strausburg district. Later, 
on July 29, 1919, he married Katherene Friesen who was 
born in the Blumenthal district on June 14, 1900. Their 
occupation was working out for two or three years. They 
had eight children, of whom six are still alive. The first 
child, Anganetha, born July 11, 1920, died a few hours 
later the same day in the Rosenfeld area. 

Henry was born in the Blumenthal district of Manitoba 
on Jan. 2, 1922. Henry's family moved to Mexico where 
Henry C. taught school for about six months. 

Cornelius was born in Mexico April 22, 1923, and died 
a few hours later the same day. On June 9, 1923, Henry 
and Katherina came back to Canada and took up farming 
in the Rosenfeld area. They had five more children after 
returning to Canada from Mexico. Other children were: 
Mary born May 11, 1924; Nita born Nov. 14, 1926; Niel 
born Aug. 24, 1928; Peter born Jan. 7, 1931; Jake born 
July 2, 1934. 

Henry C. and Katherena farmed at Rosenfeld until 
November, 1928, and then moved to Altamont. All the 
education that the boys and girls had was at the Altamont 
School. The family farmed until they sold out and retired 
to a lO-acre plot one mile west of Stevenfield, in 1968. 
They still live there. . 

Henry married Susana Unger from St. Joseph, on May 
9, 1943. She was born at Lowe Farm Nov. 19, 1918. They 
worked out for the first 14 years of their married life. 
Thirteen of these years they worked for a confirmed 
bachelor farmer, a returned soldier of WWI. Charles 
Edward Thompson was his name and he lived Ol1e and a 
half miles south of Altamont. 

On April 5, 1957, Susie and Henry moved to a farm 
south of Greenway, the east half of 14-4-13, known as the 
Flan Johnson farm and later the Bill Young place. 
Youngs sold the farm to Pete and Rene Van De Walle of 
Cypress River in 1947. A series of other renters worked 
the farm until it was rented to Henry and Susie for 18 
years. They finally purchased the place from Rene and 
Robert Van De Walle on May 7, 1975. Unfortunately, a 
short while later, Susie passed away on July 20, 1975. 
Henry has tried to carryon with the farm. He enjoys the 
mixed farming enterprise. 



Susana and Henry on their wedding day in 1943. 

FRANK AND MARGARET SCHULTZ 
FAMILY 

Margaret and Frank 

Frank and Margaret were quite prominent citizens of 
Baldur in the early days of the village. They originally 
came from Belleville and W ooler in Ontario and settled at 
Mapleton on the banks of the Red River north of 
Winnipeg, where Frank taught school. On leaving there, 
they moved to the Belmont district where Frank took up 
a homestead south of the town. Needing money, he 
undertook to teach at Northfield School near Wawanesa. 
There Nellie McClung was one of his pupils. She made 
several references to him in her first book "Sowing Seeds 
in Danny". Later in thankful remembrance of her early 
teacher, she sent Margaret a copy of each of her books as 
they were published. 

After a number of years on the farm, taking care of the 
animals, living in fear of the Indians and tramps, and 
alone with her small sons, Margaret was very glad when 
her husband decided to move to Baldur. There Frank 
opened a real estate and insurance office and established 
a little private bank. After a few years the Union Bank 
decided to open a branch in Baldur. They took over his 
little branch and he became their manager, a position he 
held for the rest of his life. 

In politics he was a strong liberal and the family were 
brought up in that political persuasion. A story was told 
of Sir Clifford Sifton coming out to Baldur to speak at a 
political rally. All the Schultz family, father, mother and 
five sons, were there. Stuart, the youngest, and under 
school age was seated with his friends in the front seats. 
When Mr. Sifton finished his speech and people began to 
clap, Stuart excitedly asked his pals, "Is he a liberal? Is 
he a liberal?" When assured that he was, he too burst 
into most enthusiastic applause. He was not going to clap 
for anyone not of his true political faith. 

Margaret was a staunch Methodist. In her estimation 
dancing and cards were "of the Devil" and the boys were 
not allowed to have cards in the house. Later when they 
grew up and she found they were playing cards away 
from home she relented and allowed them to play and 
even started to play with them. Some of the boys were 
keen sportsmen, particularly Otto, who during his 
university years won many medals for racing and hockey. 

They were a most hospitable family and the boys 
always felt free to bring their friends home for a meal and 
social activities. 

Roy, Ivan, Stuart, Otto, Lou. 

The five boys, along with the father and mother have 
now passed away. Frank, at the early age of 56, died in 
1915. 

Margaret, at the age of 94, died in 1947. 
Francis Stanley, the oldest son, married Olive 

Raycroft and lived in Baldur all his life. He died in 1951. 
Roy worked in a bank in Craik, Sask. He married Lucy 

Wilson, and then moved to Weyburn, Sask. where he 
established a real estate and insurance office. He died in 
1970. 

Otto Reginald graduated in arts and law. He married 
Sara Sigvaldason in 1920, and they moved to Pilot 
Mound, Man., where Otto practised law for 33 years. 
After retiring he continued to live in Pilot Mound until 
his death in 1973. They had one daughter Margaret 
Chambers. 

Ivan married "politics". His career is recorded 
elsewhere in this book. 

Stuart Duncan became a doctor. He married Jemima 
Gibson in 1920. They resided in Brandon and Winnipeg. 
He died in 1974. They had one adopted daughter, Sheila 
Taylor. 
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LOU AND OLLIE SCHULTZ 

Ollie and Lou. 

Francis Stanley (Lou) Schultz and Olive Raycroft were 
married in 1906, and lived first in the house which was on 
the property presently owned by Marcel Fransoo. 

After several years, Lou bought Mrs. Rankin's store 
just east of the Curtis Block and they moved into its 
upstairs suite. Finally, retiring from that business, they 
lived in the Raycroft house J)ear the north end of Second 
Street, where Olive's widowed mother made her home 
with them until her death. After Lou's death, Olive 
finally moved to a suite in Winnipeg, where she con
tinued to live an active life and to enjoy summers at 
Caddy Lake for many years. Her death came Jan. 11, 
1973, at the age of 88 years. 

Wherever Lou and Ollie lived, theirs was a home 
where people were welcome to meet to sing, to play 
games or just to talk. No couple could have had more 
interest in the youth of the community. And too, theirs 
became a "home away from home" for schoolteachers, 
bank clerks, and students from out of town. 

Lou and Ollie had a vital interest in both church and 
Sunday school. For many years Lou was superintendent 
of the Sunday school and Ollie was a teacher. She was 
organist of both church and Sunday school for many 
years, and took a leading role in preparing concerts for 
Christmas and other special occasions. As well, she was a 
tireless worker in the women's organizations for many 
decades. 

Ollie organized the first Canadian Girls in Training 
(C.G.I.T.) group in Baldur, and how the girls loved the 
various activities of their weekly meetings, their hikes and 
picnics! 

Lou put his interest in amateur theatricals to good use 
for the Sunday school. Under the name of Baldur 
Dramatic Society, and drawing its personnel from the 
various departments, he presented a three or four act play 
each year. The fact that reserved seats were sold out well 
before the night of the performance bore witness to the 
popularity of this project. Among other things, the 
money they raised made possible the purchase of a good 
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piano for the Sunday school which, in those days of 
austerity, would probably have been unthinkable 
otherwise. 

Lou and Ollie are deceased, but the memory of their 
friendship, their integrity, and their generosity will 
remain undimmed in the hearts of their friends. 

IVAN SCHULTZ, Q.C. 

Honourable Ivan Schultz Q.C. 

Ivan was born on Nov. 22, 1891, near Belmont, Man. 
He was the son of Frank Schultz and Margaret McPhail, 
pioneers who came from Ontario. 

Ivan was educated in the public and high schools at 
Baldur. He attended Wesley College and Normal School 
at Manitoba, and taught at various places in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan. Following his years as a teacher he 
studied law in Winnipeg, attending the University of 
Manitoba, and was called to the Manitoba Bar in 1920. 

Ivan established a law practice in his home town of 
Baldur in 1921, and was created aK.C. in 1937. 

The years at Baldur were busy years. He gave 
leadership to many forms of community activity. He 
took a keen interest in sports, as drawmaster of Baldur's 
Annual Bonspiel and he found time to promote hockey 
and baseball. 

Ivan served on the Baldur School Board producing 
annual reports that were the subject of editorial comment 
in the Winnipeg Free Press. His interest in youth was the 
driving force behind his strong support of 4-H Clubs, 
originally called the Boys and Girls Club Fair. 

It was during the Baldur years that he developed his 
deep and lifelong interest in good music and good books. 
One of Ivan's projects during the poverty stricken years 
of the 1930's was the operation of a co-operative book 
club, bringing books at a modest cost to those who 
wanted to read. 

Ivan was a lover of nature and wanted to preserve its 
beauty. 

On Jan. 29, 1930, Ivan was elected to the Legislative 
Assembly of Manitoba by acclamation. He represented 
the old constituency of Mountain. Four years later he 



became Minister of Education in the Bracken Govern
ment. In February, 1944, he was named Minister of 
Health and Public Welfare. Baldur will be ever grateful 
that Ivan approved the building of their first hospital 
while he held that post. 

In 1952, Ivan was appointed Attorney-General, a 
portfolio he continued to hold until he was appointed a 
Justice of the Manitoba Court of Appeal, in 1955. 
During his 25 years in the legislature, he served under 
three Manitoba premiers: John Bracken, Stuart Garson, 
and Douglas L. Campbell. He was also Minister 
responsible for the Legislative Library. 

After serving on the bench for 11 years, Ivan retired in 
1966, at the age of 75. During his last six months on the 
bench he was Acting Chief Justice. 

Ivan was a member of the Manitoba Club, Canadian 
Club, Canadian Nature Federation, Canadian 
Humanities Association, Natural History Society of 
Manitoba, United Nations Association, Manitoba Bar 
Association, The Strathcona Masonic Lodge No. 117, 
Belmont, Man. and the Manitoba Historical Society. 

After a lengthy illness, Ivan passed away March 5, 
1974, at the Health Sciences Centre at the age of 82. 

What was appreciated most about Ivan, a man who 
reached great heights in the political and academic fields, 
was that he never forgot his home town of Baldur. 

JAMES AND BARBARA 
SCOTT FAMILY 

Back Row: James and Barbara. Front Row: Gregg 
and Tannys. 

James Scott first came to the Greenway district in 
1950, where for two years he rented Wishart Mowat's 
farm, but returned to his home at Clearwater each 
winter. 

In 1952, he married Barbara Sandercock whose mother 
was the former Dorothy Mowat, who had been raised in 
the Greenway district. 

In 1954, James returned to Greenway with his wife and 
infant daughter, Tannys. Here they remained for four 

years on the Tom Mowat farm. During this time a son, 
Gregg, was born to them. 

After these brief but enjoyable short years, the Scotts 
left Greenway to return to Clearwater where they had 
purchased a farm. Twenty years were spent there until 
they decided to retire to Crystal City where they now live. 

Tannys became a research analyst and later married 
Norman Dimock and now lives in Ottawa. 

Gregg became a computer programmer-analyst and 
now lives in Winnipeg. 

JOSEPH AND MAGGIE SCOTT 
FAMILY 

Joe and Maggie. 

Joseph Henry Scott was born in Cookstown, Ont., and 
came west at the age 0 f 19 years. In 1897, he married 
Mrs. J. Chambers, (the former Maggie Sutcliffe). Maggie 
was born in Omill, Ont., in 1872. She came west with her 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sutcliffe to Carberry and 
later to Glenboro. Maggie had two children; one son 
Harold and one daughter Florence May (Dot). Joseph 
and Maggie resided in Dunrea before coming to live in 
Baldur, where they ran the hotel. About 1909, they 
moved to the farm west of Baldur where they lived until 
moving back to Baldur. On the farm they raised a family 
of four sons and three daughters: Lome, Garnett, Myrle 
and Myrtle (twins), Ivan, Edna and Pearl. 

Joseph passed away on June 22, 1940, in his 71 st year. 
His wife Maggie passed away on April 18, 1957, in her 
84th year. 

Florence May (Dot) married Walter Brown on March 
11, 1919, and after spending a short time in Baldur 
district, they moved west to Elbow and other points in 
Saskatchewan before moving back to farm in the Baldur 
district. They had three children: Doris, Harold and Jim. 
In 1942, they moved to Peterboro, Ont. and later to 
Toronto, Ont., where Walter was a guard at the jail. He 
passed away Dec. 8, 1957, at the age of 67 years. Dot 
passed away on March 10, 1977, at 86 years. Doris (Mrs. 
Henry Carlson) lives at Saskatoon; Harold, (Buster) 
married Gwen Johnson of Baldur on Oct. 25, 1941; Jim 
now resides in Toronto, Ont. 

627 



Joseph Lome Scott was born on June 6, 1898. He 
married Ida Shields of Peterboro, Ont. They farmed for 
several years in the Glenora district and later moved to 
Holmfield where they had a garage for several years. 
Then they moved to Peterboro, Ont. where Lome 
worked in the garage business until his health was failing. 
They had one daughter, Ruby (Mrs. Fraser Bowen). 
Ruby passed away on Jan. 6, 1976. Ida passed away on 
Feb. 2,1973. Lome passed away on May 25,1981. 

Russel Garnett Scott was born on June 20, 1900. He 
farmed in the Glenora district in 1917. He later drove a 
Manitoba Transit Bus at Brandon for 13 years. He 
married Laura Franks in 1930. He is now deceased. 
Russel and Laura had one daughter, Arleigh, and two 
sons Russell and Doug. Arleigh married Jim White, Oct. 
17, 1950, and they have a family of three. They reside in 
Winnipeg. Russell married in 1961, and he and his wife 
have a family of four. They reside at Grand Prairie, Alta. 

Myrle Scott was born Feb. 11, 1903. He farmed in the 
Belmont district for several years before going to 
Toronto, Ont. He married Dolly Jones of Belmont. 
Myrle passed away in 1974. His wife resides in Toronto. 

Myrtle, (see Eddie Cramer history) 
Ivan, (see Ivan Scott history) 
Edna, (see Edna Johnson history) 
Pearl was Qorn on March 28, 1910. She married 

Murdock McKenzie in 1924, and they farmed south of 
Baldur until moving to Peterboro, Ont. in 1941, where 
Murdock worked for General Electric for 33 years. They 
have two sons, Lyal and Ross, who are married and live 
in Peterboro. 

IVAN AND RENE SCOTT FAMILY 

Rene and Ivan on their 25th wedding anniversary. 

Ivan Ernest, fourth son of Joseph Henry and Maggie 
May, was born Nov. 15, 1905, on his father's farm, 10-5-
14, west and south of Baldur. He attended Welsh School, 
then helped his father on the farm. 

He married Rina (Rene) Maitland of Harding, Man. 
November, 1934. She had completed normal school in 
Brandon; her first school was Welsh, which opened Aug. 
18, 1930. On the Sunday before school opened the family 
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accompanied Rene to Baldur. They saw Ninette 
Sanatorium for the first time, admiring the grounds and 
buildings. It was sad to see so many T.B. patients sitting 
and lying in the screened verandas. It was a long trip to 
Baldur from Harding. Rene taught also at Tremaine 
School District near Rapid City. 

After a very short honeymoon they lived with Ivan's 
folks for a short time. The folks moved down the hill on 
Ivan's quarter, 9-5-14, for a time, eventually moving to 
Baldur. 

In 1939, Ivan and Rene moved to 9-5-14 (down the 
hill), Ivan farming all the land. They had a sale before 
moving to Baldur in 1941. Ivan was in partnership with 
Eddie Cramer in the butcher business, bought from Mr. 
McClellan. Ivan's nephew, Harold Brown, took over the 
farm, others rented it until it was sold. The children were 
soon to attend school so it was a good move. 

When the Scotts moved to town they rented Mrs. Fred 
Welsh's house and then Mrs. Harrower's, then bought 
Mr. Chris Johnson's house in 1946, on Second Street 
where they now live. 

Business being slack in the fall, Ivan went trucking 
grain. No grain augers those days, just using the shovel! 
He did trucking for quite a number of years. The last few 
years he used the grain auger! 

During the late 1950's, he went carpentering with Mr. 
Truelove and Harry Warrener for a few years, eventually 
he worked on his own and later with Percy Williams. 

As the younger children were in high school and few 
teachers were available for the schools, Rene returned to 
teaching in 1955 at Mimir School District. Consolidation 
came and she was placed at Greenway, later she taught in 
Baldur, Killarney and Ninette. She retired from Ninette 
in 1974. 

Raymond, Myrna, Coreen and Bob. 

Their family consisted of four children; two girls, 
Careen and Myrna; and two boys, Raymond and Robert. 
Coincidentally, they were all born in the same log house 
and in the same room as Ivan. (Can you beat that?) 

Ivan is now retired, having had a heart attack, 
followed by two strokes, in 1979. 

Careen Maitland was born May 2, 1935. She finished 
high school, worked in the Bjarnason Store, and married 



Carl Johnson on July 24,1954. They live four miles north 
and west of Baldur. They had four children, Carleen, 
Gregory S., Douglas Myrle, (deceased) Trevor Shane. 
(deceased). 

Raymond Ernest (Ray) was born June 16, 1936. He 
received his education at Baldur and moved to Peterboro, 
Ont., where he became a car body mechanic. He married 
Shirley Quinn of Peterboro on Nov. 18, 1961. They have 
one child, a chosen son, Ivan Thomas Raymond. 

Robert James (Bob) was born Feb. 23, 1938. He 
finished his education at Baldur High Schpol, worked in 
Lee's store, and then moved to Peterboro to become a 
diesel mechanic where he works with Dave Gerolamy. He 
married Lenore Gray, May 23, 1966. They have two 
children, Rhonda Jane and Robert James. 

Myrna Irene was born on Oct. 2, 1939. She attended 
Baldur High School and went to Winnipeg Normal 
School. She taught at Crystal City and married Harold 
Williams, July 9, 1960. They live on the Williams farm, 
five miles west and south of Baldur. They have four 
children: Harold Bradley, Ronnie Scott, Guy and Tracey 
Lynn. Bradley was born on Feb. 12, 1961 and is now 
working in Brandon. Scott was born on Nov. 23, 1962 
and is working in Winnipeg. Guy was born on Sept. 29, 
1965 and Tracey was born on Oct. 20, 1966. Both attend 
Baldur High School. 

SAMUEL SCOTT FAMILY 

Samuel Scott came to Argyle from Ontario around 
1890. He purchased a half of 17-5-14. In 1894, he 
married Sarah Rose of Stockton. In 1895, a son, Wilfred, 
was born. In June, 1895, Sarah died, and Wilfred 
Richard was raised by his grandparents until his father 
married in 1901. Wilfred returned to live with his father 
and step-mother, the former Ada Templeton, and 
received his schooling at Tiger Hills. 

Wilfred farmed with his father until 1921, when he 
married Mary Aitken, and they moved to her father's 
farm. In 1927, they went to Woodnorth, where Wilf was 
a buyer for a grain company. 

Back Row: Irvin, Keith, Gordon, and Fern. Middle Row: Betty and 
Edie. Front Row: Mary and WilJ. This picture was taken on WilJ and 
Mary's 50th wedding anniversary. 

In 1932, Ada died, and a year later, Samuel passed 
away. 

Wilf and Mary moved to his father's farm after 
Samuel's death, and lived there until their retirement to 
Baldur in 1965. Norman Campbell now owns this farm. 

Wilf and Mary had six children: Fern (Mrs. John 
Lockerby); Gordon who resides in British Columbia; 
Irvin who lives in Dominion City, Man.; Edie who resides 
in Ottawa, Ont.; Keith who lives in Winnipeg, Man.; and 
Betty who lives in Winnipeg. 

Several years after Wilf's death in 1972, Mary sold the 
house and now resides in the Baldur Argyle Lodge. 

JOHN SEAMAN FAMILY 

S 17-3-12 was first broken and worked by John 
Seaman, around 1910. John began living on the farm 
when he married. The first bridge, constructed of logs cut 
from the trees along the river, was built by John. With 
the bridge in use, the buildings were erected, the house on 
the east side and the barn on the west side of the road. 
After John's death, Roy Southam purchased the land 
and now Keith Southam owns all the section and has 
greatly improved the buildings and grounds. 

JOHN AND FLORENCE SEELEY 
FAMILY 

Florence, Joan and John. 

In the spring of 1945, John, his wife Florence and 
daughter Joan, moved from Ninette to Baldur to a farm 
then owned by Tom Mowatt. They had nice neighbours 
and had many good times together. In the winter, they 
played 500 (cards) which they enjoyed very much. They 
also made quilts for the Red Cross. 

Fred and Amos Ward were first cousins to Arthur 
Moore, father of Florence, so they visited back and forth 
in the earlier years. The Ward boys were brought up in 
the Moore home. 

Johnnie and Florence were very fond of music, 
Johnnie played the violin and Florence played the piano. 

In 1949, they moved to a farm at Cartwright until they 
retired from farming. They bought the Cartwright Pool 
Room in 1974, which they operated.until Johnnie passed 
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away in 1977. 
Florence lives in Badger Creek Lodge in Cartwright. 
Their daughter, Joan married Len Gauvin of Ship

pegan, N.B. They have five children, Corinna, Andy, 
Carmen, Anna and Jacques. They live in Richer. 

JOHN AND ELLEN SEXSMITH 
FAMILY 

The Sexsmith name was originally translated from the 
Dutch as Sixsmith, the "i" later being changed to "e". It 
dates back to 1690, and the battle of the Boyne, when the 
Sexsmiths were left to help keep order in Ireland. John 
was born in 1822, at Richmond near Ottawa, Upper 
Canada, an area where people farmed in summer and in 
winter, cut logs for those famous Ottawa river drives. 

Just before this time the Brock Sexsmith family was 
setting out from County Kilkenny, in Ireland, to come to 
Canada. The daughter, Ellen, was just a baby. Super
stitious and full of foreboding, her grandmother refused 
to let the family take the baby with them, suggesting all 
sorts of imaginary disasters. For example, sailors to 
placate the angry sea would just throw the baby over
board. Under certain conditions this fear would indeed 
have been justified in those far-off days. A transatlantic 
voyage was a dangerous undertaking that could last up to 
three months. Ellen therefore stayed with her grand
mother while her father, mother and sisters all took sail. 
It was 19 years before her grandmother died and Ellen 
finally arrived in Upper Canada, to join the family at 
Marysville, near Napanee. 

In time Ellen Sexsmith married John 1. Sexsmith, a 
cousin, and resided in the Napanee area where all her 
children were born. The "I" in John Sexsmith's name 
had no significance; just a way to differentiate from 
other Sexsmiths of the same name. The members of the 
family not only frequently married cousins, but named 
their children after each other; a habit that surely con
fuses later would-be family historians. 

Ellen's sister, Jane, had married Samuel Kennedy. Her 
sister, Olivia, had become Mrs. Alex McCullough; and 
sister, Margaret, Mrs. John McCullough. 

When the W olseley expedition was organized and sent 
West to put down the Riel Rebellion of 1869, Samuel 
Kennedy and George Sexsmith were among the soldiers 
arriving in Ft. Garry. These soldiers were paid by land 
grants in what is now the Carman area. Their families 
joined them in 1871, properly naming the area the Boyne 
settlement, and what is more proper, setting up an 
Orange Lodge with the Kennedy, McCullough, Sexsmith 
combination making up most of the membership. 

A grandson of Jane and Samuel Kennedy, George 
William Kennedy, the son of Robert Kennedy and Livey 
(Sexsmith) was the first-born child at the Boyne in 1871. 
He lived to 1966. His distant cousin, Archie Sexsmith 
McLaren, born in 1885, is still alive in 1981. 

Construction of the railway from St. Paul to the new 
town of Winnipeg was finally put in operation in 
December, 1878, enabling people to reach Winnipeg, 

630 

from Ontario in a few days instead of months. Intensive 
advertising and cheap fares induced the John 1. Sexsmith 
family to make plans to move West. John was now 56, 
and his wife, Ellen, 59. Their large family now included: 
Matthew Fletcher, his wife, Letitia, and children, 
Lavinia, Mary Ellen, John and Laura; Thomas Henry, 
his wife, Nellie, and children, Laura, Etta, Louella, and 
Leonard; William Wesley, who had no use for women; 
Mary Elizabeth and her husband, Henry Nelson Cooper 
(see Henry Nelson Cooper history); Letitia and Lavinia 
Anne unmarried. Of these, John Sexsmith and Henry 
Cooper decided to go out to Mrs. Sexsmith's sisters at the 
Boyne to see what prospects might be; the party headed 
West in April. 

Unfortunately, the new railroad had been hurriedly 
constructed. Ties had been laid on frozen ground without 
ballast, the bridges not braced, with the result that a 
lurching, swaying, bouncing ride made people often more 
seasick than any stormy Atlantic crossing. The green 
poplar used as fuel hardly made enough steam to get the 
train from one station to the next. It was not "God 
Bless" the passengers were muttering. 

Nor was the ordeal over upon arrival at Winnipeg, now 
swelled by a tent city of would-be settlers. There was no 
room available, and with frost coming out of the ground 
the unpaved streets turned into a bog. With frequent rain 
and snow showers, life was just as miserable as could be. 
Portage Avenue, then the start of the long trail to Ed
monton was bottomless; it took travellers a whole day to 
go as far as Sturgeon Creek, with everyone weary and 
muddied up from countless un loadings and loading-up 
each time a wagon was stuck. Eventually the Sexsmith 
and Cooper families did reach the McCullough's where 
everybody stayed for the next two years while land was 
being found. 

During their stay in the town of Carman, John and 
Henry walked a great deal of this country. Land was 
already taken up east of the Pembina so that it was 
necessary to go further west, over to what became 
Dunrea and even up to Grand Valley. Coming back 
through what was to become Argyle, the two men 
reasoned that this was the most promising area they had 
seen. 

The very next spring, the two families loaded up their 
belongings in wagons; and after much pleading, coaxing, 
being nice to oxen and two crossings of the Pembina 
during the spring high water , they reached their 
destination. 

When John and Ellen arrived at SE 32-3-14 where a 
rough cabin had been constructed previously, Ellen just 
sat down on a stump and cried. The outlook was that 
bleak. John was 58 and Ellen, 61! 

With the abundance of rocks at hand, work started 
right away to build a stone house of the very same kind 
Ellen had known in Ireland as a girl. Over the years this 
was a landmark, the location being called the 
"Stonehouse" corner. (Its last remains were cleared away 
in the construction of what is now Highway No.5.) John 
Sexsmith and Henry Cooper registered their homesteads 
August, 1881, and settled down to proving up, and, of 
course, starting an Orange Lodge. 

The next year, 1882, brought several relatives out from 



Ontario, by rail to Emerson and up the Boundary Trail to 
Pilot Mound. John Sexsmith's sons arrived. Thomas 
Henry and family homesteaded June, 1882, on SE 30; 
William Wesley, the misogynist; SW 30; and Matthew 
Fletcher, SE 2-4-14. A cousin, Thomas W. Sexsmith, 
claimed NE 36-4-14 at the same time. Alex Cline, whose 
wife was a Sexsmith, settled SE 6-5-14 in March of 1882, 
followed by George Breather Sexsmith who registered SE 
18-4-14 in 1888, as did Matthew Henry Sexsmith NW 6-5-
14. Albert Warrener, who had married Jane Sexsmith 
Scott, about this same time purchased N 32-4-14 and later 
successfully homesteaded in 1898, NW 27-3-14. 

It would seem that Ellen, the daughter of Matthew 
Fletcher Sexsmith (called the "Black Sexsmith" as op
posed to Matthew Henry the "White Sexsmith") married 
a cousin, Mark Sexsmith, at the "Stone House" and 
farmed near Baldur for awhile, later moving to Elm 
Creek to be near the Robert Kennedys. One of Mark and 
Ellen's sons, Cecil, married Ann Henry, the well-known 
Manitoba writer. 

If the Cooper and Sexsmith children thought they were 
going to have a carefree schoolless life, their dream was 
soon shattered, for with the help of William Stark, 
Roseberry School was built just across from the "Stone 
House" farm. It and Huntley were the only schools 
around. 

John Sexsmith's daughter, Letitia, married James 
Cochrane, about whom not much is known except that he 
appears to have farmed at Crystal City. Later the couple 
moved to Moose Jaw, where they raised four children, 
one of whom was called John. Aunt Letitia, as she was 
called, visited Argyle in the 1930's. She was a grand, 
regal sort of person with great concern about everyone. 

This leaves only Levinia Anne, John and Ellen's 
youngest daughter. Archibald Duncan McLaren arrived 
in 1882, and the young couple married right away - a real 
early marriage for southern Argyle. The young couple 
then homesteaded NE 2-4-14, next to her brother, Matt 
Sexsmith. A farm that was quite suitable for sheep as 
intended. (See the Archie McLaren history). Nellie 
McLaren, daughter of Lavinia and Archie, married John 
A. Mabon in 1918, thus joining the Sexsmith and Mabon 
families. 

In October, 1900, tragedy struck hard. Mary Elizabeth 
Cooper and Ellen Sexsmith both contracted typhoid fever 
(often referred to as the Red River fever), and died within 
a week of each other. Mrs. Jane Kennedy Ellen's sister 
when she heard the news, sat down and d{ed at the sam~ 
time. John then left the "Stone House" to reside at the 
Archie ~cLaren's. Most of the other sons, daughters and 
grandchIldren had left for Alberta. John A. died Feb. 15, 
1914, at the age of 91. 

His son, "Black Matt", had misfortune and had to sell 
his homestead to Charles Wilde and moved to NE 27-3-
14, two miles away. It is uncertain about the next move. 
It is thought he followed his family to Alberta but there 
is an account of his moving to Morden back t~ Carman 
and finally retiring in Winnipeg. His' cousin, Matthe~ 
Henry, "White Sexsmith", did retire to Winnipeg where 
he died at the age of 58 in 1920. 

Today, no one bearing the pioneer Sexsmith name is 
still living in Argyle. 

THOMAS AND SARAH SEXSMITH 
FAMILY 

ERNEST AND LEONA SEXSMITH 
FAMILY 

Thomas Sexsmith was one of a family of 13, 7 boys 
and 6 girls, so there are many Sexsmiths scattered about 
the land. Thomas and his wife Sarah, a Graham from 
Carman, settled on a homestead south of Greenway, 
about 1886. They had two sons, Ernest and William, and 
their closest neighbours and friends were the Gerolamys. 

Ernest, the oldest, told many tales of those early days, 
about herding cattle when he was just six years old and of 
having to run for his life before a prairie fire that came 
close to burning them out. They moved to Baldur when 
Ernest was 10 and bought the livery barn and hotel on the 
southeast corner of the main street. The boys have 
memories of playing in the vacant room above the 
"sample room" where the travelling salesmen displayed 
their goods. Thomas put brown Kalsomine on the walls 
so they could use them for blackboards and they played 
school by the hour. 

The "livery" business was a lucrative one as the hotel 
was always full. The veterinary, Ian (Doc Campbell), 
lived there, the book clerk and druggist, and one summer 
the crew that was putting in the telephone line. The 
farmers stabled their horses in the barn and Thomas had 
two teams of fine horses always ready to take Dr. 
Cleghorn out in the country and to drive 10 miles north to 
Grund, an Icelandic settlement, where he delivered the 
mail every Saturday. Thomas had an Arabian horse 
called "Fred" and he loved to run when coming home; 
passengers had to hang on for dear life as Thomas let him 
have his head. 

Sarah had a girl to help with the work, but did all the 
cooking herself. There was always a big pan of johnny 
cake that was served with maple syrup. 

There were trains every day in those days. Thomas 
would go to pick up the mail and the "Tribune" and 
"Free Press" newspapers, and take them to the post 
office which was in Fowler's Harness and Shoe Store, 
right next to "Benedictson's" General Store. 

Murray, Ernestine, Ernest, Leo, Austin, and Audrey. 
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Ernest married Leona Livingstone in 1908. Leona and 
her father were farming, on the same farm where she had 
been born. Leona and Ernest lived with Thomas and 
Sarah for two years before moving across the street to 
their own place. 

Ernest was a good ball player and was "Catcher". He 
was paid for his services sometimes, and as his team won 
quite a few tournaments, he made a nice piece of change, 
doing what he loved most. Leona was a real baseball 
"fan" and they went nearly every weekend to some town 
for a tournament. They lived in Hilton for two or three 
years, where Ernest was "elevator man" for United 
Grain Growers. 

In 1914, war broke out and Bill Sexsmith enlisted in the 
222nd Battalion. They paraded and trained on the old 
school ground. 

Baldur was quite a town in those days. There was a 
picture show every week and Thomas took his grand
children to see "The Perils of Pauline", which excited 
them so much they couldn't sleep for hours after. 

With the battalion in town, there was much socializing. 
Sometimes a band from Winnipeg was hired to play for a 
dance. 

In 1918, Bill returned from France and married May 
Cramer. They had four children: Beatrice (Campbell), 
Francis (Bolack), Graham (deceased) and Evelyn 
(Johnson). They were planning to farm under a soldiers' 
settlement grant, but Bill's eyesight and his health was 
failing. Ernest's family ended up on the farm, two and 
one-half miles south of Baldur. There were three children 
then, Ernestine, Austin and Audrey who was only four 
years old. In 1926, Murray was born on the farm. That 
was the last year they were together as a family. In 1928, 
Ernestine left home to train as a nurse in the Brandon 
Mental Hospital. In 1932, Austin left to play hockey in 
Falconbridge. Audrey was the one who remained home 
the longest, she finished school and worked in the 
telephone exchange and married the boy next door, 
Bernard Bradford. Bernard (Brady) went to Bissett, 
Man. to work in the mine. Murray finished school and 
joined the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and went to 
train at Regina, Sask., so Leona and Ernest were alone 
again. 

Ernest stayed farming until he was 75 and was very 
active, hunting in the fall and still driving the mail route 
three times a week. The children were all home for the 
50th wedding anniversary and had a really wonderful 
reunion. That was the fall when two feet of snow came on 
Oct. 3 and they were marooned at the farm for three 
weeks. Telephone lines were down and it was three days 
before Mr. Hiscock came and plowed out the road. 

In 1965, Ernest and Leona sold the farm and moved 
into town, where they spent 10 very happy years. They 
travelled a good deal; out to Calgary and Vancouver to 
visit Austin and Inga Sexsmith, grandchildren and great
grandchildren; to Jasper Park and Edmonton for visits 
with Frank and Ernestine McCleavy; to Toronto and 
Ottawa to visit Murray and Jean Sexsmith; and to 
Riondel and Pine Point, N.W.T. to visit Audrey and 
Brad Bradford and their four children. They made one 
trip to New Brunswick to visit their niece Evelyn and her 
husband, Hugh Johnson. 
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The family visited with them often, the boys loved to 
go home to Manitoba to hunt in the fall. Ernestine 
managed a trip home twice a year after she quit working. 
Ernestine loved to go back to the hometown and has 
many happy memories of those visits. 

Inevitably the time came when Ernest and Leona felt 
they should go into a senior citizens' lodge and were 
lucky enough to get into the newly constructed Lyall Park 
Place in Glenboro. They had a four-room suite and were 
among loving and caring people who were good to them. 

They are both deceased now, Leona passed away aged 
88 in 1979, and Ernest in 1980, aged 92. They had a long 
life and a happy marriage and were loved and respected 
by their children, and always will be. 

NORMAN AND MARIE SHOLDICE 
FAMILY 

Norman Sholdice, born and educated in Cypress 
Valley School District, worked on the home farm and, 
later, in his brother Jim's Livery Stable. 

In 1934, he purchased the farm previously owned by 
the late Tom Cole. In 1935, there was so much rain that 
the wheat fields suffered root rot and had to be burned. 
Norman grew durum wheat; it stood up better and he was 
able to thresh it, as it did not rust. 

In the 1930's almost all farm work was done with 
horses. In November, 1936, Norman married Marie 
Richmond. Their only transportation was with horse and 
buggy. They milked cows, raised chickens and took eggs 
to town for sale. The first churn they had was a dash 
churn. Butter was sold for $2.00 for 10 pounds and she 
had only one customer in town. The cream trucks soon 
started on their routes and it was no trouble then to get 
the cream to market. Some farmers had an ice house that 
was filled with big blocks of ice in the winter, covered 
with sawdust and this ice kept the cream sweet in the 
summer. 

They bought their first car, a rumble seat, one-seated, 
Model T Ford, in 1943. Norman then bought a John 
Deere tractor from Hector Defoort in 1945. This was 
such a change after using six and eight-horse outfits in the 
fields. To save time, he pulled two binders with the John 
Deere tractor which he steered and ran from the first 
binder. Fred Davidson threshed for them in 1938. After 
these years they threshed with Gordon Richmond and 
sons Robbie and Murray (Marie's father and brothers). 
They worked together, too, getting the hay crops off. 
Baling in those days was a big task and seemed to last for 
weeks. Then came the combines which cut down on hired 
help. 

In 1945, Norman bought 80 acres of NW 24-6-13, 
formerly owned by Bill Yeo, and in September, 1963 
bought the rest of N 24-6-13 from Mr. Yeo. When the 
Cypress Valley School consolidated in 1960, he bought 
the property and school house. It is still standing on the 
northeast corner of 24-6-13 and is used for storing grain. 

The water supply during the earlier years was not 
adequate and the drinking water was poor. After 
deepening the first well, four different wells were dug and 



finally, in 1945, Norman followed a gravel ridge out in 
the field and a plentiful water supply was found. Norman 
and some hired help dug a ditch with shovels and piped 
the water up to the barn. Then, in 1961, the water was 
piped to the house and the plumbing was also added. 

In 1947, the old barn was torn down and a new one 
built. Norman built all other buildings on the farm site 
over the years. In 1965, the double garage was built. 

Cypress Valley was their school. A few of the teachers 
who boarded with Norman and Marie were: Miss Louise 
Richmond, Miss Georgina Moore, Mr. Badgley and Miss 
Annel, who later became Mrs. Walter Diehl. Norman 
was a trustee for a few years until the school consolidated 
with Cypress River. 

In 1967, Norman and Marie sold to Bill Wiebe and 
moved to Winnipeg, where they lived for eight years. 
Now they are retired in Cypress River. 

Norman and Marie had five children. 
Donna Elizabeth was born in January, 1940. She later 

worked as a telephone operator and married John 
Lawrence. They farm north of Treherne. 

Norma Louise was born in September, 1941. After her 
schooling she took up comptometer work. She married 
Neil Wiechman and lives in Winnipeg. 

Wallace Gordon was born in March, 1944. He took an 
agricultural course at the University of Manitoba and is 
manager of Modern Dairies in Winnipeg. He married 
Mamie Hembroff. 

Mavis Jean was born in September, 1945. After her 
schooling she worked for Toronto Dominion Bank. She 
married Eric Ott and lives in Winnipeg. 

Ian Richmond was born in November, 1949. He took 
an agricultural course at the University of Manitoba. He 
bought the farm formerly owned by Alvin Johnston, in 
1975. 

ADOLPH AND IRMA SIERENS F AMIL Y 

Adolph in the buggy. Martha, Irma, and Bertha in front of the original 
home. 

In 1909, Adolph Sierens married Irma Neirinck. They 
lived on a farm southwest of St. Alphonse. On Oct. 10, 
1910, Martha was born. Bertha was born on June 28, 
1912. 

In the spring of 1913, Adolph and Irma and two girls 
moved to NE 21-4-12. Adolph had bought this farm from 
Mr. Carbonneau. A few years later, a son was born and 
died in very early infancy. 

In 1921, Irma Sierens died at the early age of 36. 
Bertha and Martha both attended Dry River School 

which was only half a mile away, so walking was their 
means of transportation. 

In 1933, Bertha married Gus Hardy. They lived at 
Deleau for many years. Bertha died in 1973, at the age of 
61. Bertha and Gus had six boys and one girl. 

Martha remained at home and farmed with her dad. 
Martha and her dad remodelled the old high square house 
with a flat roof into a modern bungalow in the early 
1940's. Adolph passed away in 1953, at the age of 68. 
From 1953 on, Martha and her son Laurent farmed the N 
21-4-12. Martha and Laurent worked very hard and 
raised a large herd of dairy and beef cattle. Laurent 
attended Dry River School. In 1967, Martha and Laurent 
purchased S 21-4-12 from Alex and May Graham, so this 
made the Sieren's farm include all of 21-4-12. Martha 
passed away in 1972, at the early age of 61. From 1972, 
up to the present time, Laurent continues to farm the 
land and has a big herd of beef cattle. 

THE SIGMAR FAMILY 

Sigmar Johnson (Sigmar) and his wife Gudrun came to 
the Glenboro area in 1884 with four young children, all 
of whom had been born in Iceland before the family 
moved to Canada in 1883. They lived for one year in 
Selkirk before moving to a farm four miles southwest of 
Glenboro. Sigmar farmed there for 16 years before 
moving to a larger farm in Argyle Municipality, one mile 
north of the Grund Church. There the large family of 
nine sons and two daughters grew up and Sigmar 
prospered in his farming operations with the able help of 
his many sons. Sigmar and Gudrun were active members 
of the Grund Church and participated in other activities 
of the community. Their life soon revolved around the 
activities of a large and active family. 

Sigmar died in 1922, and his wife Gudrun in 1924. All 
of their children spent several years in the Argyle and 
Glenboro communities, some of them their entire lives. 

Christian (Chris) grew up on his father's farm and later 
attended business school in Winnipeg. He and his brother 
S.J. (Sigurjon) founded the Sigmar Brothers' General 
Store which they operated for many years in Glenboro in 
the early 1900's. Other brothers worked in the store for 
them for various lengths of time, particularly George and 
Haraldur. Chris' widow, Louise, now lives in a 
retirement home in Winnipeg. Chris and Louise later 
operated a small general store in St. James, Winnipeg. 
They had no children. Chris died in Winnipeg. 

Sigurjon (S. J.) also grew up on the family farm and 
later went into business with his brother Chris in the 
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Sigmar Brothers' General Store of Glenboro. After he 
moved to Winnipeg he became engaged in the real estate 
business. His wife Louise (now deceased) and daughter 
and he moved to Vancouver, B.C. in 1945, where Siggi 
died at the age of 77. His daughter, Margaret Sigmar 
Fawcett, now lives in Delta, B.C. and is the mother of 
three children. Siggi was always a very active churchman 
and a member of the church choir wherever he lived. 

Margaret grew up on the family farm and married Mr. 
John Olafson who operated a lumber yard in Glenboro 
for many years. He was also a building contractor and 
built many homes and business places in Glenboro and in 
adjacent communities. The Olafsons later moved to 
Winnipeg where they died several years ago. They had 
four children, one living presently in Canton, Ohio, 
Jonina Larson. Sons Marino and Herman Olafson and 
daughter Esther, Mrs. Donald Scott, all died in Winnipeg 
in recent years. Margaret had 11 grandchildren. 

Axel grew up on the family farm and later bought his 
own farm and farmed for many years in the Bru district 
near Cypress River. After his health failed he moved to 
Winnipeg in retirement. His widow, Jonina (Ninna), was 
housekeeper for Mr. Fred Frederickson of Glenboro for 
many years in the later 1940's and 1950's. Axel and 
Ninna had one son, Sigmar, who is in the florist business 
in St. Boniface, Man. and one daughter, Gudrun Ber
touille, now living in Vancouver, B.C. There are two 
grandchildren. 

Haraldur was the first of the family born in the 
Glenboro community, where he grew up. He later at
tended and graduated from Wesley College in Winnipeg. 
He taught for two summers in a rural school north of 
Glenboro. He then graduated from the Chicago Lutheran 
Seminary and was a Lutheran pastor for 46 years before 
his retirement in 1957. He served in Saskatchewan, North 
Dakota, U.S.A., British Columbia and Washington 
State, U.S.A. He married Margrethe Thorlaksson of 
Selkirk. They had three sons and two daughters: Rev. 
Harold Sigmar; Rev. Eric H. Sigmar who is pastor in 
Auburn, Washington and was pastor of the Argyle 
Lutheran Parish 1947 to 1951; George; Gudrun, who 
died in infancy; and Margaret Kristjanson. 

Stefan grew up on the family farm and later operated 
the farm in Argyle until his death in 1947. Steve attended 
agricultural college in Winnipeg for two years prior to 
farming. He served in the Canadian army during the last 
year of WWI. He was a member of the council of the 
Argyle Municipality for several years. He and his wife, 
Emily Bjornson of the Bru community, were active 
members of Frelsis Church in Grund for many years, 
where Steve served on the church council. He died at age 
59, after suffering from poor health for many years. His 
son, Lloyd Sigmar, is in the real estate business in Ed
monton. His other son, Murray, is owner and manager of 
McKague-Sigmar Realtors of Winnipeg. His daughter, 
Sigrun, is married to Eyfi Walterson, Mayor of 
Beausejour, and owner of a pharmacy. Daughter Grace 
died as a young girl. There are eight grandchildren. 

Frederick (Fred) also grew up on the family farm, and 
after his father's death, entered into partnership in 
operating the "home farm" with brother Steve. Fred 
never married. He continued living and working at the 
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family farm after Steve's death and helped Lloyd, Steve's 
oldest son, operate the farm for several years. He lived in 
retirement for a few years with his sister Sigrun in 
Winnipeg. He was buried in the family plot in the old 
Grund Cemetery at his death. 

George also grew up on the family farm, but at an early 
age he left home and worked for several years as a clerk 
in the Sigmar Brothers' General Store in Glenboro. Later 
he became a travelling salesman and worked for many 
years for the Warren Knit Company of Canada, 
headquartering in Winnipeg. He married Sigrid Johnson, 
who survives him and lives in Winnipeg. They had no 
children. George was for many years a member of the 
First Lutheran Church Choir and the Icelandic Male 
Voice Choir of Winnipeg. George served in Canadian 
Forces during WWI. 

Sigrun grew up on the family farm and for years was 
the hostess of the home, as her mother was ill for many 
years before her death. Sigrun never married. She later 
moved to Winnipeg where she worked for several years as 
the hostess of the "Tea Room" at the Winnipeg Clinic. 
She was much beloved by all her brothers and her sister 
and by all the children of their families. She was 
everybody's favourite "Aunt Sigrun". She died in 
Winnipeg in 1961. 

Bjorn (Barney) also grew up on the family farm. After 
completing school in his home community he attended 
and graduated from the Jon Bjarnason Academy of 
Winnipeg. He then served in the Canadian Army in the 
closing year of WWI. Following that he returned to 
Glenboro where he farmed in partnership with brother 
Albert on a farm two miles northeast of Glenboro. 
Barney never married. He lived in retirement for a few 
years in Winnipeg with his sister Sigrun and was buried in 
the family plot in Grund Cemetery. 

Albert, the youngest of the family, was also raised on 
the farm. After his schooling at the local school in Argyle 
he attended and graduated from the Jon Bjarnason 
Academy in Winnipeg. He returned to Glenboro and 
began operation of a farm in partnership with his brother 
Barney on a farm two miles northeast of Glenboro. He 
married Mary Josephson, also of the Glenboro com
munity. Albert was active in church and community 
affairs. He was a trustee on the church council of 
Glenboro Lutheran Church for many years and sang in 
the church choir. He was a member of the Glenboro 
Curling Club and an avid curler. For many years he was 
an active member of the Glenboro Kiwanis Club. Albert 
and Mary had two children, John and Margaret Ann 
(Mrs. Steve Wright). Albert died in 1968; Mary, whose 
health failed several years ago, resided in a nursing home 
in Winnipeg until her death. 



HANNES SIGURDSON FAMILY 

Back Row: Bogga and Gudny. Middle Row: Gudrun, Barney and 
Hannes. Front Row: John and Siggi. Top Right: Margaret. 
Bottom Right: Ami. 

Hannes came from Skagafirdi, Iceland in 1883. His 
elderly parents, Sigurdur Simonsson and Margaret 
Jonsdottir, accompanied him from Iceland. This family 
homesteaded NE 14-6-13 and NW 13-6-13 in 1884. This 
yard was located right by the roadside and was distinctive 
because the house, built in 1908, was on one side of the 
road allowance and the barn was on the other (west) side. 
For many years this homestead was a stopping place for 
people travelling to Cypress River, especially the 
teamsters hauling bagged grain to the elevators. The 
coffee pot was always hot. 

Hannes was born March 17, 1855, in Iceland. He 
married Thorbjorg Nikolasdottir, who was born on 
March. 20, 1864. They had one daughter, Vilbjorg, born 
Jan. 2, 1891. Thorbjorg died in childbirth on July 30, 
1892. 

Hannes later married Gudrun Bjornson, born on 
March 10, 1877. They had nine children. They were: 
Gudny, Bjorn, Siggi, John, Arni, Margaret Thorbjorg, 
Margaret Jonina, Ingibjorg and Hansina. 

Vilbjorg (Bogga), Hannes' oldest daughter, became 
Mrs. Thori Goodman in 1929. (See Goodman.) 

Gudny was born Oct. 5, 1898. She married Hjalti 
Sveinsson on April 23, 1923. They had two sons, Maurice 
and HeIgL 

Bjorn was born May 7, 1900. He married Clara 
Stevenson on March 10, 1925. They had two daughters, 
Margaret and Joyce and one son Warren. 

Siggi was born on May 27,1902. He never married. He 
died on Jan. 8, 1972. 

John was born on Jan. 5, 1904. He married Eva Ar
nasonin 1933. John died on Jan. 10, 1963. Eva lives in 
British Columbia. 

Arni was born on June 8, 1906. He married Alice 
Young of Cypress River in 1943. He died on Dec. 4, 1966. 

Margaret Thorbjorg was born in 1908, and died in 
1908. 

Margaret Jonina was born July 10, 1909. Margaret 
married Wm. Arnason in November of 1934 .. They had 
one son William, born Sept. 13, 1935. 

Ingibjorg was born on Feb. 11, 1912. She married 
Harold Corfield in 1945. They lived in Ontario and 
adopted twin daughters, Sheilagh and Colleen. Inga died 
on Nov. 8, 1961. 

Hansina Sigurlaug was born in 1916. She lived only a 
short time and died about two months before her father 
died. 

Hannes died suddenly of a heart attack on Oct. 20, 
1916. Gudrun was left to run the farm with her young 
family. 

Sigurdur Simonsson was born May 15, 1830, and 
Margaret Jonsdottir was born on March 18, 1818. They 
lived with the family at the farm where Margaret was 
bedridden for a number of years. Hannes' second wife, 
Gudrun, devoted much care and attention to his parents. 
They both stayed with the Sigurdson family until their 
deaths, Sigurdur on March 12, 1902, and Margaret on 
April 12, 1907. 

An interesting note from the very early days (probably 
the 1891 census) shows the Sigurdson farm as having 70 
acres broken with 50 acres in wheat, 10 in oats and half 
an acre in vegetables. They also had five cows, two oxen, 
twelve calves, five horses, six sheep, nine pigs, and ten 
chickens. 

Almost two hundred people came by horse and buggy 
to help at a barn raising bee in 1908. 

In 1913, Joe Vermeesch came to work for the Sigurd
son family. He lived with them as a foster son until he 
joined the Canadian Armed Forces during WW 1. 

Gudrun passed away on June 19, 1943. 

HERBERT AND ROSE SIGURDSON 
FAMILY 

Herbert as a young man, and Rose as a young girl. 

Herbert and Rose Sigurdson wre married on March 25, 
1917, with her brother Ingolfur and his wife Runa in a 
double ceremony. 

Kristros Helga (Rose) Johannesson was the fifth child 
of Thorfinner and Karolina Johannesson. She was born 
on Aug. 11, 1897, at Icelandic River, Riverton, Man. She 
grew up in the Baldur and Grund area and attended 
school there. 

Herbert and Rose settled on a farm in the Grund 
district for awhile, and three children were born there, 
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Nanna, Paul and Baldwin 
The family settled f;r 

Glenboro, South C r a few ~ears southeast of 
Frey School, and haYJ' ess, but t~e chIldren still attended 

During the mI'd th·m?st of theIr education there. 
- IrtIes Rose' h I h f . family struggled on K' d s . ea t aIled, but the 

friends helped them thro I~ relatIves, neighbours and 
Nanna was bo ug many a rough spot. 

rn on July 12 1918 . 
Brandon for a while and ltd.' . She hved in 
in Winnipeg. In 195 I h a er . eClded to make her home 

. ,s e marned Ole S 
born m Glenboro in 1918 H k ,wanson. Ole was 
Winnipeg. They had fou~ e. wor ed WIth t~e C.N.R. in 
but is always busy at sOmethc.hIldren. Ole retIred in 1979, 

P I b mg. 
au was orn on Ma 15 

and then settled in B ~ ,1920. He served in WW II 
and they have three rC~~ldon. In 1943, he married Beth, 
Paul works with the post frf~n and three grandchildren 

. 0 Ice. . 
Baldwm (Buddy) was b 

d · W orn on july 13 192 serve m W II. He settl d . ,6, and 
wife, Shirley, travel and e ~ m Brandon. Buddy and his 

Herbert died in A nJoy many hobbies. 
. " ugust 1975 t th 

Rose lIves m KIllarney BaY"d p' a e age of 80 years. 
SI e ersonal Care Home. 

12-6-14 REMAINS IN THE SIGURDSON 
FAMILY FOR 100 YEARS 
JOHANNES SIGURDSON 

KRISTJAN AND JOHANNA 
SIGURDSON FAMILY 

Johannes 

Johannes Sigurdson (1852-
Iceland in 1876 where he k1919) came to Gimli from , wor ed on . 
C.P.R. He homesteaded NE 12 constructIOn for the 
Johannes was a bachelo d -~-14 on Oct. 4, 1880. 
Bergljot Fridfinnson maderth~~r h SIgurd~r a.nd his wife 
room log house was situat d orne WIth hIm. The one
The first meeting of the Ie lnort.h of the present house. 
Argyle, later known as theC~~~d~c Wo.men'~ Society of 
there. Johannes donated two n Ladle~ AId, was held 
~rund Cemetery. A new ho acres o~ h~s farm for the 
bIg barn in 1908, both are sti~~ ~as bUIlt m 1903 and the 

Johannes' brother Krisfan emg us~d. . 
a~rived from Iceland in 1~82 :nd hIS WIfe, Johanna, 
WIth Johannes a year late I nd entered partnership 

r. n 1887, they purchased a 
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farm of their own nearby. In 1901, they sold this farm to 
Johannes and moved to Markerville, Alta. with six of 
their children. Krist jan and Johanna had seven children. 

Sigrun (Runa) (1880-1970), married John Olson. He 
was one of the carpenters who built the old Baldur High 
School. The carpenters had carved their names on a piece 
of lumber which was found when the school was torn 
down. This piece of lumber can be seen hanging in the 
library of the new school. They later moved to a farm 
north of Markerville, Atla. Their eldest child, Regina, 
was born in 1889, at Grund, and moved to Alberta with 
her parents. Seven more children were born in Alberta. 
Regina married Pete Johannson and farmed east of 
Markerville. They have one son. Regina now resides in 
Markerville. 

Sigurbjorg (Sarah) (1886- I 962), married S.J. Hansen 
and spent most of her life farming in Sydenham, Ont. 

Sigurdur (Siggi) (1888-1960) married Jennie 
Stephanson, the daughter of the Icelandic poet Stephan 
G. Stephanson. They farmed in the Centreville district of 
Alberta. They had one daughter, Edna. 

Frank (1893-1976), was a barber and also farmed with 
his brother in Markerville, Alta. He never married. 

Alfonsi (1891-1956), was a blacksmith in Markerville, 
Alta. for many years. He married Kay Noble and had two 
children, Jean and John. 

Chris (1895-1955), spent some time in England during 
WWI, returning in 1919, at which time he took over the 
family farm north of Markerville. He married Margaret 
Mae Brown and had five children; Norman in Baldur; 
Doris in Creston, B.C.; Frank, living on the land 
homesteaded by his grandfather; Elmer on the home 
farm; and Wilma in Calgary. 

Johannes K. at 22 years of age in 1912. 

Johannes K. (Joe) (1890-1978), was the only child who 
remained in Manitoba, to live with his Uncle Johannes. 
He attended Winnipeg Business College and graduated in 
March, 1912. When his uncle died in 1919, Joe continued 
farming on his own. In 1920, Kristin Helgason came as a 
housekeeper with her young son, Sigurdur. She left in 
1961 for Winnipeg and later moved to Gimli. Joe wa~ a 
quiet, hardworking man. He spent many hours ma:n
taining the Grund Cemetery grounds and is an act:ve 
member of the Grund Church. He was a foundmg 
member of the Manitoba Pool Elevator and a member of 
the Seed Club in Baldur. He never married. In 196~, 
Joe's nephew, Norman (son of Chris and Mae), and hIS 



family moved from Sylvan Lake, Alta, and took over the 
farm. Joe continued to live with them until going to a 
nursing home for a few years before his death. 

NORMAN AND ElLA SIGURDSON 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Art holding Grayson, Doug, and Rob holding Nathan. 
Middle Row: Wanda and Sherry. Front Row: Norman and Eila. 

Norman was born to Chris and Mae Sigurdson on Feb. 
24, 1929, on the farm near Markerville, Alta. His early 
school days were spent at Centerville and later he at
tended Red Deer High School. He married Eila Kinnunen 
from Sylvan Lake, Alta. on Aug. 27, 1953. At this time 
Norman worked on the oil rigs and they lived in several 
places in Alberta and the Northwest Territories. When 
they started a family of their own it was time to find a 
permanent home. They moved to Eila's father's farm at 
Sylvan Lake and also rented Norman's Uncle Siggi's 
land. In 1961, Norman, Eila and family moved to Baldur 
to take over the farm from aging Uncle Joe. Norm and 
Eila still farm there. The farm has remained in the 
Sigurdson family for over 100 years and it is interesting to 
note that it was passed on to nephews over. the years. 
Norman and Eila have three children. 

Sherry was born Jan. 28, 1955. She married Rob 
Ramage .on Aug. 16, 1975. They live on White Feather 
Farm, a poultry operation east of Baldur. They have one 
son, Nathan, born on Oct. 12, 1980. 

Doug was born May 14, 1956. He lives on 14-6-14 
which he purchased from Chris Helgason in 1977. He and 
his dad farm together. Besides grain farming, Doug raises 
cattle and just recently started raising sheep. 

Wanda was born June 28, 1959. She married Art 
Richmond of Cypress River on July 14, 1979. They lived 
in Sylvan Lake, Alta., for two years where Art was 
employed with the R.C.M.P. They recently moved to 
Art's home farm west of Cypress River where they are in 
the bee business. They have a son Grayson, born July 27, 
1980. 

TRYGGVI AND GUDNY SIGV ALDASON 
FAMILY 

Sigtryggur (Tryggvi) Sigvaldason came to Canada 

Tryggvi in hammock, Gudny seated, Struna stan
ding in background, and Sara injoreground. 

from Iceland in 1893, with his wife Gudny and two 
daughters, Sara and Kristrun (Struna). The first year the 
family lived in Winnipeg, but then moved out to the 
Argyle district where they lived with Tryggvi's brother, 
Einar, for three years, until he was able to earn enough 
money to buy a team of horses, a couple of cows, and 
implements and some household needs to set up 
housekeeping on his own. Then he moved to what was 
then known as the old Taylor place. 

The first year on that farm, Hola School was built, so 
the girls were able to attend school. After four years, 
Sara had completed her Grade VIII. Tragically, severe 
arthritis had struck Struna so she needed constant 
medical care. At that time the family was forced to move 
to Baldur, where they bought a house and Tryggvi was 
able to secure work as section foreman on the old C.N.R. 
He worked hard all his life. Nothing was ever bought that 
he could not pay for. 

Tryggvi's wife died in 1922, but he continued to live in 
his home with his invalid daughter, Struna. Life was 
often difficult, especially after he became blind. But with 
great courage, fortitude, determination and devotion he 
faced life's difficulties until shortly before he died in 
1956, at the age of 94 years. 

Struna was an artist. She painted many beautiful 
pictures that were highly praised by trained artists who 
saw her work. She admired everything beautiful and had 
a natural gift for painting and fancywork of all kinds. 
She died in 1960. 

Sara became a teacher and taught for several years in 
the Baldur district, in Killarney and Winnipeg before 
marrying Otto Schultz in 1920. They went to live in Pilot 
Mound, Man., where Otto practiced law until 1953. On 
account of failing health, he sold his practice at that time, 
but continued to live in Pilot Mound until his death in 
1973. Sara still lives there in Prairie View Lodge. 

EINAR AND KRISTIN 
SIGV ALDASON F AMIL Y 

Einar was born in Iceland, March 18, 1865 and came to 
Argyle in 1888. He bought his farm from the Hudson Bay 
Company in 1890. 
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Einar and Kristin 

Kristin Sigurveig Sigridur Gudnason (Gudnadottir) 
was born in Iceland, Sept. 17, 1872 and came to Canada 
in 1893. 

Einar and Kristin were married Aug. 8, 1901. They 
were very fond of reading, and for years worked at 
keeping the Icelandic Library in Baldur. Kristin died in 
July, 1947, and Einar in May, 1951. They had four 
children. 

Thorhallur Einar was born Oct. 8, 1902. He lived on 
the home farm until he sold it to his nephew, Robert 
Allan Sigvaldason. He retired to Baldur. 

John and Olga 

John Peter was born Feb. 9, 1904. He took his 
schooling at Hola and Baldur, and graduated as a teacher 
in 1922. He taught school in various places, including 
Pilot Mound, Mather and Cartwright. He obtained his 
Bachelor of Education in 1939 and was a school inspector 
for some time. John joined the Air Force in 1942, and 
was discharged as a squadron leader in 1946. He came 
back to Canada. John won an appointment with the 
Department of External Affairs as an assistant secretary 
in the office of the High Commissioner in London, 
England and served at various divisions in the diplomatic 
departments. In 1960, he was appointed Ambassador to 
Indonesia, then to Norway in 1964. He retired from the 
diplomatic services in July, 1969. He then taught political 
science at Brandon University for two years. John and his 
wife Olga (nee Gasteiger) make their home in Ottawa, 
Ont. John and Olga have one son, George. John also has 
two children by a previous marriage: John William 
(Jack), and Joyce. 

Kjartan Ingolfur (Ingi) was born May 4, 1907. He 
married Violet Radford in 1940. Ingi had made his home 
in Dauphin since 1935, where he was employed as a 
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machinery salesman. He upgraded his education and 
became head engineer at the McKay Indian School for a 
number of years. He retired from the school, and then 
for five years he did building inspection for four Indian 
reserves. Ingi and Violet have two children; James and 
Ruth. (Mrs. Don Henderson). 

Athalstein Baldur Sigurdur (Alli) was born Sept. 4, 
1911. (See Alli Sigvaldson history.) 

ALLI AND JONSIE SIGV ALDASON 
FAMILY 

Alli and Jonsie, taken in Hawaii in 1974. 

Athalstein Baldur Sigurdur (All i) was born Sept. 4, 
1911. He resides on his own farm, SW 36-5-14. He 
bought the farm from Frank Bateman in 1945. 

In 1949, he married Jonina (Jonsie) Johnson and they 
have two sons, Robert Allan and Brian Einar Tryggvi. 

Nora Lynn and Brian on left. Bob and Marguerite on right. 

Robert was born Aug. 17, 1950. He married 
Marguerite Desrochers on Oct. 12, 1974. He is farming 
his own and his father's farm. He has been a councillor 
of Ward 6 since January, 1981. 

Brian was born on Jan. 22, 1952. He married Nora 
Lynn Swatsky on July 12, 1980. They make their home in 
Calgary, Alta. where Brian works on construction. 



SIMON AND V ALDIS SIMON ARSON 
FAMILY 

Simon and Valdis on their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 

Simon was born in Skagafjardarsysla, Iceland, on Dec. 
l3, 1839. Valdis was born on Oct. 3, 1834, in 
Snaefellsnessyslu. They were married in 1865, and 
farmed in several places in Iceland before immigrating to 
Canada in 1874. They brought two children with them 
from Iceland, Gudmundur and Gudrun. They sailed on 
the ship St. Patrick and came straight to Quebec. They 
then travelled by train to Kinmount, Ont., where they 
stayed one year, suffering great privations. Their 
daughter Gudrun, a lovely child, died there. 

They moved to New Iceland (Gimli) in 1875; con
ditions there were scarcely better. Here they lived for five 
years and a daughter Gudrun was born, in 1878. In 1881, 
the family moved to Winnipeg and in 1882, to Argyle 
Municipality where they homesteaded southwest of Bru. 

Valdis had three children before she married Simon. 
They were: Dr. Valtys Gudmundson, a high school 
teacher in Copenhagen; Anna, who married Sigurdur 
Antonius of Baldur and had five children; and Kristjana 
who married Erlendur Gislason Gillies and lived in New 
Westminster, B.C. 

Simon and Valdis farmed for 20 years at Bru and 
thrived very well and certainly loved this area. Valdis was 
a midwife and was very helpful and kind to everyone who 
came to seek her help. 

Their son Gudmundur, (W.G. Simmons he called 
himself) was a farmer on SE 30-6-l3 (see W.G. Simmons 
history), 

Gudrun married Joseph B. Skaftason of Winnipeg. 
She was a wonderful community worker and was founder 
of Jon Sigurdson Chapter, LO.D.E., which she served as 
regent for 17 years. Under Gudrun's leadership the 
chapter published a memory book picturing 1,300 men 
and women of Icelandic origin who served in the WW L 
A more recent project was the awarding of $1,000 to the 
Chair of Icelandic Literature at the University of 
Manitoba. Gudrun passed away Oct. l3, 1962, at the age 

Johann and Gudrun. 

of 62 years. 
Valdis and Simon sold their farm in 1902, and moved 

to Winnipeg where their daughter Gudrun could keep a 
watchful eye on her beloved parents. Valdis passed away 
at her daughter's home March 25, 1923 and Simon passed 
away Nov. 28,1927. 

GUDMUNDUR AND GUDRUN SIMMONS 

W.G. Simmons (Bill) as he was called, was born in 
Iceland in 1865, the son of Simon and Valdis 
Simonarson. He immigrated with his parents to Canada 
in 1874, to Kinmount, Ont. and later to New Iceland 
(Gimli). In 1882, they arrived in Argyle Municipality. He 
bought several farms, but lived on SE 30-6-l3. 

On July 22, 1891, Bill married Gudrun Jonsdottir 
Nordal. She was born April 15, 1871, in Iceland. She was 
a wonderful housekeeper and their home was the meeting 
place of many a friend and relative. They had no children 
of their own, but adopted Bill's niece Myrtle Antonius, 
when her mother, Anna, passed away in 1899, leaving 
five children, Myrtle being the youngest. Myrtle had a 
wonderful home with Bill and Gudrun. 

Bill was a businessman and for some time he had an 
implement store in Glenboro. This burned down and was 
a great loss to him. He was also connected with the 
department of immigration for three years. 

He was a good farmer and at one time owned three 
steam outfits with which he did custom threshing in the 
district. 

Bill and Gudrun retired to Winnipeg in 1929, where 
they lived until they passed away; Bill on July 5, 1927, 
and Gudrun six weeks later on Aug. 15, 1927. Their 
respective funerals were held at Frikirkja at Bru, with 
interment in Bru Cemetery. 
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GEORGE AND ANNA BELLA SIMPSON 
FAMILY 

George Cheyne Simpson was born in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, in February, 1868. His home was Haddow 
Castle on the estate of Lord and Lady Aberdeen, where 
his father was estate keeper. The Simpsons had lived 
there for 300 years. They belonged to the clan of Lord 
Lovett. 

George came to Canada in about 1889, and settled in 
Toronto. In 1891, Annabella Andrew of Ardo, Methlick, 
Scotland, came to Toronto and she and George were 
married. They lived in Toronto for several years, where 
three children were born, George Jr., Frank and Edna. 

They came west to Waskada about 1899, where they 
started to farm. This was a completely different way of 
life for Annabella, as she had lived all her former life in 
the city, where her father had been in business. It was on 
this farm that Walter, Leslie, and twins, James and 
Anabelle were born. 

In 1912, they moved from Waskada to Glenora to 
settle on 28-3-13 which they bought from George 
Graham. 

In 1916, they bought their first Ford touring car. This 
was a big change to rural life, as now it was possible to 
make trips to the city and also the year's big event, 
Brandon Fair. Later, they installed a 32-volt electric 
lighting plant for light for their large house. At this time, 
they had their first radio, five tube, Atwater Kent with 
large speaker and two sets 'of earphones. It was very 
exciting and almost unbelievable to hear programs 
coming from U.S.A. and Canada. 

Around 1928, George Sr. bought his first glassed in 
car, a Chevrolet four door. 

George was a very good farmer and had veterinary 
skills which his neighbours greatly appreciated. He kept 
black angus cattle, and took great pride in his clyde 
horses. 

He was councillor of Ward 2 for the R.M. of Argyle. 
He always helped with the Presbyterian Church and 
Methodist Church, later the United Church, being on the 
board at Glenora and Baldur. He was very interested in 
education. He served on the Glenora School Board and 
was always chairman for the Christmas concert. 

Annabella, being a member of the Ladies' Aid, was 
also a willing worker in community affairs. As there was 
no hall in the district for many years, showers and 
gatherings were held at the Simpson home, as they had 
the largest house in the district. 

George Sr. had brought, or encouraged, all of his 
family in Scotland to immigrate to Canada. They settled 
in various parts of southern Manitoba or northern U.S.A 
along the Manitoba and Saskatchewan border. 

Annabella passed away in 1933, and George Sr. in 
1948. 

George Simpson Jr. was born in Toronto in Sep
tember, 1893. He came with his father to Glenora and 
attended Baldur High. He taught school for many years, 
went to university and received his B.S:A. He worked as 
a land assessor, also for Land Appraisor Institute of 
Canada. He was head of P.F.R.A. in choosing sites for 
dams, such as Diefenbaker Dam and other such sites in 
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Saskatchewan and Manitoba. He married Maida Wall of 
Clearwater. They had two children: Glenys (Simpson) 
Watts and Donald. George passed away in 1974. Maida 
still lives in Regina, Sask. 

Edna Simpson married Ralph Wilson of the 
Marringhurst district. (See Wilson History). 

George Simpson, Frank Simpson, Walter Simpson, and Belle 
Wilson in back. Ralph and Edna Wilson on Ralph and Edna's 
50th wedding anniversary, in 1966. 

Frank Simpson, also born in Toronto, came with his 
parents to Glenora. In 1917, he joined the armed forces 
in the WWI. After returning from overseas, he married 
Pearl Lawrence in 1919. Frank bought SE 31-3-13 and 
farmed there all his life. He was a very good farmer and 
stock man. Like his father before him, he took an interest 
in school, church, and all current topics. Frank and Pearl 
had two children; Jean Marie was born in 1920. She 
married Ralph Ballantine in 1947. They had four children 
Murray, Vicki, Grant and Ross. Jean passed away in 
May, 1971. George Andrew was born in 1924, and passed 
away January 11,1966. Frank passed away in May, 1966. 
Pearl now resides in Glenora. 

Walter Roy Simpson was born at Waskada, Man. on 
March 28, 1900. He came to Glenora with his parents. He 
attended school at Glenora. In 1922, he married Susan 
Macklin of Glenora and they farmed on SW 28-3-13 for a 
few years, then moved to SE 32-3-13 and later to NW 15-
3-13. They had six children: Elsie (Mrs. Sid Chapman), 
Frank, Bernice (Mrs. Dan Anstruthers), Raymond, 
Stanley, and Shirley (Mrs. Donald Keats). These 
children, with the exception of Shirley, attended school at 
Glenora. In 1939, the family moved to Ochre River. 
Susan passed away in 1940. Walter lived in several places 
but retired to Brandon. He passed away in 1977. 

Leslie Milton Simpson was born at Waskada, Man. in 
1902, coming to Glenora in 1912, with his parents. He 
received his education there and became a farmer, as his 
father. Les always had good horses in which he took 
great pride and care. He also enjoyed playing ball. Leslie 
married Elda Loney in 1933. They started farming on SW 
28-3-13. Later they moved to SE 32-3-13 where he 
remained until his death. Leslie and Elda had five 
children: Helen (Mrs. James Penn); they live in Calgary 
and have a taxidermist business and a sporting goods 
store. They had three children: Dave born in 1957, James 
born in 1962 (deceased), and Kelly Ann born in 1964. 
Milton Arthur (Art) was born in 1937. He is married and 



Leslie, Belle and Jim. 

has no children, they live in Calgary. Allan Keith was 
born in 1939, and lost his life in a car accident in 1964. 
Beth married Cleve Byers of Pilot Mound in 1960. Cleve 
is a bank employee in Saskatchewan. Their children are 
Daryl James and Debra Lynn; Leslie Duncan married 
Judy Sterling. They had one step-daughter, Lori, and a 
son Shawn Leslie. They live in Calgary. All five children 
attended Glenora School. Leslie Sr. passed away in 1963 
and Elda now lives in Calgary. 

Annabelle attended school at Glenora and Baldur. She 
became a teacher and married Harvey Wilson of 
Marringhurst. (See H. Wilson History). 

James Duncan, twin brother to Annabelle, was born at 
Waskada, coming to Glenora with his parents, also took 
his education at Glenora. He farmed with his father until 
buying S 28-3-l3. Jim was a good farmer taking much 
pride in having things done efficiently. He married, but 
he and Grace had no family. Jim passed away in 1944. 

HALLI AND ANNA SKAPTASON 
FAMILY 

Ann and Halli 

Halli and Anna Skaptason moved from Winnipeg to 
the R.M. of Argyle in about 1917. For the first two years 
they rented a farm south of Glenboro (one mile south of 
Len Wilton's farm). They then purchased SW 19-6-l3 
from Gudbrandur (Goodie) Einarson, where they lived 
until about 1935. Then they moved to Ashern, Man. 
where they operated a general store for many years. (That 

farm is now owned and operated by Henry Einarson, the 
son of Goodie.) 

Halli (Hallstein Bjorn) was born at Hnausa, Man., on 
Jan. 29, 1884, and passed away Jan. 10, 1961. He was the 
son of Bjorn Stefan Josephson Skaptason of Hnausa, 
Iceland (1847) and the grandson of the well-known 
Doctor Joseph Skaptason of Skeggjastadir, Iceland 
(1802-1885). Anna Skaptason was born Sept. 13, 1889, at 
Dongola, N.W.T. (now Saskatchewan) the daughter of 
Gunlaugur Freeman Johanson, a fisherman who lived 
mostly at Selkirk, Man. Her mother was Elin Jonsdottir 
of Eyarfirdi, Iceland. 

The Skaptasons told of arriving in Glenboro by rail 
with literally nothing except three small children, a trunk 
and the clothes they wore. They recalled being driven to 
their new farm on a wagon drawn by a team of horses, by 
a very kind man, Len Wilton, who became their close 
neighbour and mentor. The Skaptasons had four 
children: Joseph Bjorn, Freeman (Frim), Marl and 
Skapti (Skip). 

Somehow they purchased a team of horses and a 
couple of cows and existed. In about 1919, they pur
chased SW 19-6-13 through the old Soldier Settlement 
Board, where they prospered mildly until they had some 
40 head of cattle and about 12 horses and assorted horse 
equipment. 

There was, of course, no hydro power and in the early 
days no cars. Finally in about 1929, Halli purchased a 
1924 Ford touring for $250.00. At about the same time 
they purchased a three-tube De Forest Crosley radio 
operated with three separate batteries. 

The Skaptasons were active and devoted members of 
the Grund Lutheran Church where both sang in the 
choir. Anna, who played the piano and loved to sing 
spoke many times of the massed choir of Glenboro, 
Baldur, Bru and Grund Churches which was led by an 
eccentric genius "Brinki" Brynjolfson and played many 
concerts in the area. 

There were four sons, all of whom received their first 
education at Frey School, which was located on the 
N corner of NE 20-6-13. It is now owned by the Arason 
family. 

Standing: Skip, Mark, Frim, Joe, and Halli. Seated: Anna. 
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Joseph Bjorn (Ph.D of Kansas City, MisSouri) married 
Gwen Pecknold of Edmonton. They had one son Joseph 
also of Kansas City. They own and operate Bio-Search 
and Development Corporation of Kansas. 

Frim (Freeman)(of Winnipeg) married Helga Reykdal 
of Lundar who came to Frey School as a trainee teacher. 
Frim served as a company commander in the Canadian 
Army and served in Italy and northwest Europe. He was 
then employed by the Federal Government as a land 
appraiser becoming regional director of the Veteran's 
Land Act in Manitoba and northwest Ontario. They have 
three children: Penny Forbes, Paula Lamoureux and 
Greg. 

Marl, formerly of Winnipeg, married Johanna 
Johnson of Ashern. They have two children: Stephen and 
Holly Dreger. Marl served in the Canadian Army 
overseas and was employed with Winnipeg Transit at the 
time of his death in 1963 . 

. Skapti (Skip) ?f ~ansas City, Kansas, married Margret 
B]arnason of WlllllIpeg. They have two children: Sandra 
and Jim. Skip served in the Canadian Army in Canada 
and graduated in agriculture from the University of 
Manitoba. He is now engaged in the agricultural 
chemical business out of Kansas City. 

MAGNUS AND INGUN SKARDAL 
FAMILY 

Magnus standing at back. Krist jan, Sigrun, Ingun with 
Frank and Soley in front of her, and Otto in front. 

Magnus Jonson Skardal was born in Iceland on Jan. 
17,1870. Ingun Gisladottir was born in Iceland, Oct. 10 
1868. , 

Magnus and Ingun were married in Iceland, Where two 
of their children were born: Sigrun, on Jan. 25, 1893; and 
Krist jan Athalbjorn, on May 16, 1899. A daughter 
Jonina died as an infant. 

642 

They came to Canada in 1902, and spent the first 
winter with his brother Sigurdur and his wife Ingibjorg, 
on the farm one and one half miles north of Baldur. In 
the spring they went to Gimli, but moved back to Argyle 
and lived for some time on the Tom Johnson farm, also 
in Baldur. They had three more children: Soley Emily 
Rosamund, born Sept. 8, 1904; Otto Sigurjon, born 
April 24, 1908; and Frank Leonard, born Oct. 27,1911. 

They bought SW and NE of 6-6-13 in 1912, where they 
farmed until retiring to Baldur in 1930. 

Sigrun married Tryggvi Johnson and had five children. 
(See Tryggvi Johnson history). 

Krist jan Athalbjorn married Una Bergson (nee 
Johnson) on March 16, 1923. (See Chris Skardal history). 

Soley Emily Rosamund married William George 
Newnham (originally from England) on Dec. 20, 1934. 
They moved to Arborg, Man., and have two children: 
Beverley Ann, born March 20, 1938; and William 
Skardal, born April 2, 1942. They moved to Vancouver, 
B.C. where they reside. 

Otto Sigurjon married Margaret Fowler, in 1947, and 
they made their home in Baldur. Margaret worked in the 
post office and Otto had bought the Baldur Transfer, 
when he came out of the army. He, in turn, sold it to 
W.H. Hunter and Burton Bray. He worked for the 
Argyle council and then, for a number of years, worked 
in the post office, until he retired. Otto and Margaret had 
one daughter, Margaret Sandra Joan. She is married to 
John Riguax of Cypress River. Sandra is a school teacher 
and John works for Northern Affairs. They live in 
Thompson. Otto moved to Thompson in the spring of 
1978, and died in March, 1980. 

Frank Leonard married Ethel Joel Nov. 28, 1939. (See 
Frank Skardal History). 

Magnus Jonson Skardal died Oct. 28, 1957. Ingun 
Gisladottir died on Sept. 22, 1939. 

CHRISTIAN AND UNA SKARDAL 
FAMILY 

Una and Christian on their wedding day in 1923. 



Christian Adalbjorn Skardal was born May 16, 1899, 
at Skagafjord, Iceland. He came to Canada in 1902,with 
his parents, Magnus and Ingun Skardal and his sister 
Sigrun. They lived at Gimli for a short time before set
tling at Baldur. He attended school at Mimir, Hola, and 
Baldur. On July 10, 1917, he enlisted with the 79th 
Battalion, later transferring to the 16th Canadian 
Scottish Battalion, taking part in battles at Amiens, 
Arras, and Cambrai. Upon his return to Canada, May 8, 
1919, he farmed with his father. 

Una was born Sept. 20, 1894, daughter of Johann and 
Groa Johnson. She attended Mimir and Tiger Hills 
Schools and also took a course in agriculture in Win
nipeg. In 1917, she married Jonas Bergson and they lived 
on SW 20-5-14. Jonas' health began ailing - it was found 
he had tuberculosis, and he passed away in 1920. 

On March 16, 1923, Una and Chris were married. At 
this time, they bought E 24-5-14, and they made their 
home on NE quarter where sons Albert and Norman were 
born. 

Norman, holding his son Stan, and Albert. 

Albert was born Jan. 5, 1927. Ab took all of his 
schooling at Baldur, and then farmed with his father and 
brother until 1953, when he moved to Baldur. There he 
worked for Campbell and Ramage, and the Baldur Co
op. In 1957, he moved to Glenboro where he joined the 
staff of Macleods Store. On Jan. 19, 1960, he moved to 
Somerset, Man. to work at the Macleods Store where he 
still works and lives today. 

Norman was born April 28, 1930, and farms on the 
home farm at Baldur (see Norman Skardal history). 

Chris bought his first tractor, a Case 12-20, in 1924. 
The following year he purchased a Huber threshing 
machine. (The two cost him $1,050.) He kept the Huber 
only a short time, purchasing a Minneapolis which he 
kept for many years doing a lot of custom threshing 
during the later 1920's and into the 1930's. He also sold 
the Case and bought a Rock Island Heider. This tractor 
was not a good field tractor, but through the depression 
years tractors were too expensive to run and were used 
only for threshing. Chris used horses in the field until 
1937, when he bought an International 10-20. 

Una was a member of the Lutheran Ladies' Aid in 
Baldur, working with them and for the church as well. 
She had battled with ill health for many years. She passed 
away in Winnipeg, Feb. 23, 1934. 

Chris continued to farm all his life - never completely 
retiring. He always enjoyed a visit to the Thresherman's 
Reunion at Austin where his Rock Island Heider is often 
seen in parades and where the sight of the steam engines 
would bring back nostalgic memories of the days when he 
was a young fireman for some of the steam threshing 
outfits. Although he did not go out much, he thoroughly 
enjoyed visits from old and new friends and kept up with 
the latest in world affairs as well as new methods of 
farming. He passed away Feb. 8, 1979. 

NORMAN AND DONNA SKARDAL 
FAMILY 

Stanley, Donna, Norman, Donna, Alan, Belinda, Lauren and Gordon. 
This picture was taken at Alan and Belinda's wedding in 1979. 

Norman Stanley was born on April 28, 1930, the 
younger son of Chris and Una Skardal. Donna 
Christopherson was born at Grund and grew up there 
attending school at Hola and later Baldur High. Donna 
then worked at the Royal Bank in Baldur before being 
married. Norman attended Baldur Elementary and High 
School, quitting after grade X to farm with his father and 
brother. Working two months in 1949 in the mines at Flin 
Flon was enough to make him happy to be back farming. 
On June 27, 1953, Norman and Donna were married at 
the Grund home where her parents, John and Laura, had 
been married 20 years before. They have three children, 
Stanley, Alan and Lauren, and one grandson. 

John Christian Stanley was born March 22, 1954. He 
attended school at Baldur. On July 23, 1977, he married 
Donna Marie, daughter of Adolphe K. and Annie 
DeBaets, who was born Nov. 4, 1958. Donna took her 
schooling at Baldur and also a year of teachers' college in 
Winnipeg. Stan farms with his father and brother. Donna 
works as administrative relief and a para-professional at 
Baldur School. They live in a trailer which they set up on 
a picturesque spot on NE 24-5-14 near Norman and 
Donna's home. 

Alan Wayne was born May 20, 1956. He attended 
Baldur School. On June 23, 1979, he married Belinda 
Mae, daughter of George and Irene VaDamme, who was 
born Dec. 12, 1959. Belinda attended school in Glenboro 
and later worked for the Safeway Employee's Credit 
Union in Winnipeg. Alan farms with his dad and brother, 
and Belinda works at the Baldur Hospital. They are living 
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at Grund, SE 10-6-14, Alan being the fifth generation of 
the Christopherson family to live there. 

Lauren Una Louise was born July 17, 1957. She at
tended school at Baldur and worked in Winnipeg for the 
Manitoba Telephone System. On Oct. 9, 1976, she 
married Gordon, son of Clare and Evelyn Jones (see 
Jones). They have one son, Darrick Christian Alan, born 
April 1 , 1980. 

In 1953, Norman and Donna began buying milk cows, 
gradually building up a herd and shipping cream. Those 
first years they were married they lived on those cream 
cheques. They wouldn't go very far today! Driving a 
school bus for 17 years, beginning in 1960, was a new 
experience that kept them in touch with the young people 
in the community. Manitoba's Centennial, 1970, was also 
the year they built a new house. The water on tap and 
steady warmth from the ceiling electric heat was a 
welcome change from the booker heater, ashes, and 
water pails, but as they walked through the old rooms 
moving things out to the new house, they felt a tug at the 
heart for all the good times. 

Norman and Donna continue farming with their sons -
a mixed farming business of beef cattle and a variety of 
grains. One of the most exciting things they have learned 
is how to fly. In 1975, when they bought their first plane, 
they thought they would do a lot of flying, but good 
flying weather is also good "haying" weather so they 
often have to be satisfied with short trips like "checking 
the cattle and the neighbours from the air" and just 
dream about trips to far places! 

FRANK AND ETHEL SKARDAL FAMILY 

Ethel and Frank 

Frank was born Oct. 27, 1911, in the Grund district, 
and attended Hola, Baldur and Mimir Schools. He 
married Ethel Joel on Nov. 28, 1939. Ethel was born Jan. 
25, 1920, in the Rosehill district and attended Rosehill, 
Glenora and Antonius Schools. They were married in the 
last of the 'dirty thirties'. Frank received $22 a month for 
harvest and 25¢ an hour shovelling gravel. Ethel received 
$10.00, room and board for housekeeping, having every 
other Sunday off. In spite of this, they found those were 
good days. They were able to go to a picture show 
followed by a dance, for 35¢, every Monday evening in 
Kilgour's Hall. They first made their home with Frank's 
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father, Magnus, and he was with them for 15 years. 
Many an amusing moment was had, with Ethel learning 
to speak Icelandic, as she grew up in an English speaking 
community. 

On Dec. 13, 1940, their son, Fr_ank Raymond, was 
born at home, with Dr. M. Yaholnitsky, Nurse Mary 
Dewar and Frank's sister Sigrun Johnson, attending. The 
Skardals experienced their first set-back in May, 1941, 
when Frank, working at that time in Red Lake gold 
mines, took sick and was sent home, then rushed to 
Winnipeg from Baldur with a ruptured appendix. 
Needless to say, there was no income that summer and 
jobs were seasonal. He worked at various types of em
ployment, farm work, harvesting, also in Saskatchewan 
and Alberta, working at the Cordite Plant, painting for 
several years. This, too, was mostly seasonal and there 
was no 'Unemployment Insurance' then. 

In November, 1955, they moved to Glenboro, where 
Frank was yardman at the Interprovincial Pipe Line for 
several years. Then he did maintenance work at the 
Glenboro Hospital for 13 years. During the winter of 
1938, he sang with Eddie Randall's Ragtimers over the 
radio station CKMO, Vancouver, and played in a local 
orchestra and entertained with his guitar. Playing the 
guitar is still his favorite pastime. 

When the Baldur Hospital opened in 1950, Ethel was 
cook and housekeeper for four years, then she trained as 
a licenced practical nurse. She was a valedictorian at the 
graduation in Winnipeg in 1955. She has been nursing 
ever since, at Glenboro for 18 years, and presently at 
Carberry Hospital and Personal Care Home. They have 
purchased a home in Carberry for retirement. 

Back Row: Diana and Raymond. Front Row: Riley and Raymond. 

Raymond attended Baldur and Glenboro Schools. 
After a term in the Navy, he made Winnipeg his home 
and has been employed with the Bay for the last 16 years, 
first as a carpet layer and the past seven years as 
supervisor of the floor covering workroom. On Jan. 28, 
1967, he married Diana Ross of Birch River and they 
have two sons; Raymond, born Sept. 1, 1967, and Riley, 
born March 4, 1971. Ray and Diana are very active in the 
Orioles Community Club. After work hours, Ray has 
been very busy coaching minor hockey in winter and 
soccer in summer, for which he has received recognition. 
He also plays hockey with the Orioles Old-Timers. 



SIGURDUR AND INGIBJORG 
SKARDAL FAMILY 

Siggi, lngibjorg holding Bjorg and Clemi. 

Sigurdur Jonsson Skardal, known as Siggi, was born in 
Iceland, Aug. 23, 1851. He immigrated to Canada and 
came to Winnipeg in 1887. He worked till 1895, when he 
settled on a half section, one and a half miles directly 
north of Baldur. 

In 1898, in Winnipeg, he married Benfridur Ingibjorg 
Clemensdottir, who was born in Iceland May 6, 1863. 
She had been working in Winnipeg for a few years. 

Siggi was a great horseman and he bought and sold 
horses. He went to auction sales all over and thought 
nothing of driving to Winnipeg or Brandon with a team 
of horses. Ingibjorg was a hard worker, looking after the 
cows and chickens and garden as well as the house, and 
was kept busy cooking and serving food, as people 
flocked in on Sundays or any day as they were driving by. 

They had two children; John Clemens, born March 3, 
1899, and Bjorg Johanna, born Oct. 16, 1908. 

Clem went out to work when very young and earned 
his own money and bought a Reo car in 1916. His dad 
thought he was spending his money foolishly but later 
thought the car was great. As soon as Bjorg could reach 
the pedals, she learned to drive and took over as 
chauffeur. 

Siggi sold the farm in 1917 and bought a home in 
Baldur, but didn't like being idle so bought a quarter 
section, half a mile north of town which had only 80 acres 
broken and worked that with horses. When he gave that 
up, he liked to go fishing with his friends. He passed 
away May 2, 1931. 

Ingibjorg stayed on in their home with her son. She 
passed away March 29, 1949. 

John Clemens. (See John Clemens Skardal History) 
Bjorg Johanna, known as Bertha, was educated in the 

Baldur School. She attended the Success Business College 
in Winnipeg, and then worked in insurance until she was 
married on Dec. 23, 1935, to Ferdinand (Fred) Theodoor 
Peters. He was born in the Netherlands and came to 
Canada in 1927. They spent four and half years in the 
central Manitoba mining area; then returned to Winnipeg 
for two years where Bjorg worked for the Sidney 1. 

Fred, and Bjorg, daughters Mary and Elizabeth. 

Robinson Co. prior to moving to North Vancouver, B.C. 
in November, 1942. Fred and Bjorg built a new house 
shortly after, and Bjorg still lives there. They had five 
children: Mary Louise (Mrs. William Donald Urdea), 
born Oct. 28, 1936; Leo Charles, born Oct. 6, 1939; 
Elizabeth Frances (Mrs. Wayne Delbert Escott), born 
March 13, 1944; Raymond Richard, born Aug. 13, 1945; 
and Theresa Ann (Mrs. Brian James Bradbury), born 
March 4, 1947. Bjorg worked for the same insurance 
company until she retired. Fred passed away on Jan. 20, 
1974. Bjorg belongs to a rose society which entails a lot of 
paper work and running around when there are shows. 

JOHN CLEMENS SKARDAL 

John Clemens Skardal (better known as J. C. or 
Clemie) was the only son of Sigurdur Jonsson Skardal 
and Benfridur Ingibjorg Clemensdottir. He was born on 
March 3, 1899. Clemie went to school in Baldur, then 
went to work at any job he could obtain, digging wells, 
painting buildings, running a steam engine, and later a 
gas engine and threshing machine in harvest time. He 
went to Winnipeg and took a bookkeeping course and 
worked in a garage as a mechanic and car salesman. He 
didn't like the city so came back and worked for An
derson's Garage in Glenboro as a car salesman. Then, he 
returned to Baldur and worked on the municipal road 
grader for a few years, until he bought the Massey-Harris 
Agency. He taxied people to the hospital in Winnipeg, 
and also drove the doctor when making house calls in the 
country, often in the winter he had to shovel all the way. 
He had the agency for B.A. Bulk Oil, and during the war, 
took over the Imperial Oil and ran both for two years. In 
1946, he replaced the Massey-Harris building with the 
present one, Skardal Motors. He had the agency and 
dealership for Ford and stayed with the Imperial Oil bulk 
sales for 30 years. He also started the Baldur Transfer in 
partnership with Elgin Gemmil. 

He married Evelyn Estelle Cramer on Oct. 31, 1933. 
They built a new house in 1956. She died on July 9,1961. 

He married Christine, widow of Dori Gudnason, on 
March 26, 1964. 

Clem always had a dog and his hobbies were fishing, 
duck hunting, curling and trap-shooting. He passed away 
on March 20, 1974. 

645 



Clemi and Christine on their wedding day, in 1964. 

WILLIAM AND ISABELLA SLATER 
FAMILY 

Road contractor Wm. J. 
Slater. 

William James Slater was born on April 15, 1872, at 
Middlechurch, Man. He was the only child born to Mr. 
and Mrs. James Slater of Middlechurch, in the rural 
municipality of West St. Paul. The Slater family was well 
established and William James received a good 
education, which served him well throughout his life 
time. 

In 1895, he married Isabella MacDonald. There were 
11 in her family, ten girls and one boy. 

William Slater was a road contractor, and after moving 
to Baldur, he was often contacted to serve as foreman on 
jobs in the Winnipeg area. 

When WW I was declared, William joined the forces 
and served overseas. For many years a bronze-framed 
picture of a handsome young man in full military 
uniform (puttees included) graced the walls of his home. 

After the war, the Soldier Settlement Board placed 
many returned men on farms. Tempted by this offer of 
land on such seemingly easy terms, William moved his 
family from Middlechurch to Baldur in the spring of 
1920, and settled on 11-4-14 in the Rosehill School 
District. Farming was not "the name of the game" in the 
late twenties and early thirties, so in order to supplement 
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his income, William went back to road contracting. He 
built roads in many areas of Manitoba. The market road 
through Baldur was originally built as Highway No. 23 in 
1928 by William Slater's road construction gang. Other 
areas where he worked were: Deloraine, Medora, Melita, 
Ninette, Belmont, Greenway, Mariapolis, Swan Lake, 
Somerset, Souris, Carroll, Pilot Mound and Stonewall. 
In 1950, at the age of 79, he accepted the position of day 
foreman on the dikes in Greater Winnipeg. 

William loved a good game of cards (cribbage), danced 
the Red River jig, played the mouth organ and in the 
evenings as he sat in his Red River chair, he sang his 
favorite hymns. 

William and Isabella had eight children: Beatrice, 
Pearl, Harold Russel, Harold Albert, Horace, Stanley, 
Rupert and James Alexander. They were all born at 
Middlechurch. 

Back Row: Alex, Rupert, Stanley. Front Row: Horace and Russell. 

Beatrice was born on Sept. 20, 1896. She married 
Johnnie Johnson of Selkirk on Nov. 20, 1917. They had 
two daughters; Audrey Pearl and Gwendolyn Beatrice. 
When Beatrice passed away on Feb. 21, 1920, Audrey 
and Gwen went to live with their grandparents. Audrey 
born on Sept. 25, 1918, became a school teacher and 
taught for 27 years. She married Irving (Mick) Webster 
on Nov. 6, 1948; they had no family. Gwen born Jan. 10, 
1920, married Harold (Bus) Brown on Oct. 25, 1941. 
They had five children: Sylvia Gail, born March 1, 1944; 
Harvey Russel, born Aug. 7, 1945; Audrey Aileen, born 
March 16, 1951; and twins, Clifford Walter and Connie 
Mae, born Oct. 31,1955. 

Pearl was born on Jan. 12, 1898. She worked for the T. 
Eaton Company before coming to Baldur. Pearl married 
Harry Freedy on Nov. 21, 1921. (see Harry Freedy 
History) 

Harold Russel was born on June 1, 1901. He married 
Hester Alexander. Russel worked with his father on the 
roads and did carpentry work. He served in the 
R.C.A.S.C. during WW II. Russel and Hester had five 
daughters; Helen (Mrs. Earl Rogers); Fern (Mrs. El 
Freedy); Iris (Mrs. Bob Trager); Valerie (Mrs. Russ 
Partridge); and Shelagh (Mrs. Douglas Milko). There 
were two step-children, Ethel and Jack Alexander. 
Harold passed away on Oct. 28, 1975. 

Harold Albert died in infancy. 



Horace was born Jan. 4, 1905. He worked with his 
father doing road construction work in the summer and 
freighted on the lakes in winter. He never married. He 
died on Nov. 30, 1961. 

Stanley Albert was born on Nov. 7, 1907. He attended 
school at Rosehill and Margaret Gillies was his teacher. 
When he left school, he worked on the farm. In May 
1940, he enlisted with the Queen's Own Cameron 
Highlanders and later transferred to the Royal Canadian 
Engineers going overseas in 1942. He was wounded in 
Italy and returned to a hospital in Winnipeg in 1943. He 
died on Dec. 31, 1972. 

Rupert was born on Dec. 18, 1909. Rupert attended 
school at Rosehill. He recalls his teachers as Margaret 
Gillies, Edith Aikens and Jim Aikens. Rupert worked on 
the farm after leaving school and, in partnership with 
brother Alexander, operated the home farm (11-4-14) 
from 1931-1936. In 1930, he worked with his father on 
the road construction outfit at Melita and Medora. He 
was a very conscientious, knowledgable and reliable 
worker, and farmers in the Greenway and Baldur areas 
soon learned the value of his many capabilities. He can 
maintain machinery, do carpentry work, build cup
boards, sharpen saws and the list could go on. Even in 
conversation one sometimes finds oneself at a loss to 
keep pace with his ready wit. 

James Alexander was born on June 26, 1912. Alex also 
attended Rosehill School. He farmed for a few years with 
Rupert; worked in the mines; enlisted on Sept. 11, 1939, 
in the Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry and left 
for overseas on Dec. 17, 1939. During the war, Alex saw 
front line service in the war-torn countries of Europe. 
When peace was declared he returned to Winnipeg where 
he became engaged in the carpentry business. He married 
Ethel Alexander and they had four children: Billie, Suan 
(Mrs. Keith Gower), Greg and Donna (Mrs. Greg 
Wakaluk). Alex had one step-daughter, Sharon, (Mrs. 
Ross Sigurdson.) 

Isabelle Slater passed away on May 26, 1930, and 
William James on Sunday, March 4, 1951. 

THOMAS WRIGHT AND LEILA 
SMEATON FAMILY 

Thomas Wright Smeaton was born in 1857. He was the 
son of the Reverend John Smeaton who was a 
Presbyterian minister in Tulliallan (near Kincardine), 
Scotland for 44 years. He was from a family of nine, 
John, James, Patrick, Alex, Jean, Mary and Helen and 
two others of whom there is no record. The family lived 
at "Easter Coul" in summer and spent the winter in 
Edinburgh. 

Thomas was married in Scotland to Elizabeth (Leila) 
Margaret Burgh-Smeaton. His wife was the only child of 
Patrick Burgh-Smeaton and Mary Margaret Young and 
was born Mar. 17, 1861 at "Coul" and died Aug. 15, 
1942 at Dunblane, Scotland. They had three children: 

Leila Mary Margaret Burgh-Smeaton who was born 
Oct. 7,1889. 

John Burgh-Smeaton who was born Sept. 9, 1893, and 
Janet Burgh-Smeaton who was born on July 4, 1896. 

In 1901 Tom left from Eastbourne, England on the 
"Tunisian" with his sister Helen ("Nellie") Smeaton and 
his three children, Leila aged 12, John aged 9 and Janet 
aged 6. 

On arrival in Canada they all stayed with his brother 
John James Smeaton and family at Belmont, Man. John 
farmed in summer and bought grain in the winter. Both 
families then moved from Belmont to a farm between 
Glenboro and Stockton and the children went to school 
for a short time near Stockton. 

In mid-winter, Thomas, with his brother John James, 
were looking over farm properties with the intent of 
buying. Near Greenway Thomas saw a farm he wanted. 
This land was homesteaded in 1880 by Neil McKillop. 
John asked how he would know what kind of farm it was 
while it was snow-covered, but he bought it anyway. He 
named this farm, E 14-5-13 and NW 11-5-13 "The 
Woodlands", and he and his sister and his children 
worked it until his death in August, 1909. He was buried 
in the Baldur Cemetery. The three children attended 
Greenway School. 

Pte. John Burgh-Smeaton 

After Thomas' death, his son John operated the farm 
until he joined the 27th Winnipeg Battalion Canadian 
Infantry (Manitoba Regiment) in late 1914. By this time 
Leila had married Edwin Hudson Stone, on Jan. 25, 
1910, and they were starting to raise a family on Hud
son's homestead. The Smeaton farm was rented after 
John joined the army, until his death at the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge, France, on April 9, 1917. At this time Leila 
and Hudson took over the farm, to be closer to Greenway 
for their children's schooling. 

Jean and Hugh with daughter Patricia. 
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Nellie and her niece Janet decided to return to England 
in the spring of 1912. Janet (Jean) became aV.A.D. 
nurse in England during WWI. She married Hugh Hale 
on Sept. 23, 1922. They have a daughter Pat who resides 
with her mother in Worthing, England. 

CHARLES AND BELLE SMITH FAMILY 

Belle and Charlie. 

Charles Smith, the fourth child of Jesse K. and 
Emeranda Smith, was born at Ancaster, Ont., in 187l. 
He came to Baldur with the family in 1889. He married 
Laura Isabelle Graham of Carman, Man., in November, 
1896. They farmed NE 36-4-15. When they left the farm, 
they moved into Baldur where Charles became implement 
dealer for the Massey Harris Co. He then became a grain 
buyer, and spent some time at Lloydminster buying 
grain. In 1918, he and the family moved to Pipstone, 
Man. where he bought grain. During the war he spent 
some time working in an ammunition plant at Trenton, 
Ont. After returning to Baldur, he continued buying 
grain. In 1932, they moved to Neelin where Charles 
bought grain until he retired. He died in 1947. Belle died 
in 1966. 

Charles and Belle had five of a family. Two died at a 
very early age and a boy, Roy, died in 1914, as a young 
teenager. 

George was born in 1897. He married Angelyn 
Deedman of Belmont, Man. On Nov. 11, 1918, George 
was killed in an elevator. Angelyn and their son 
Raymond lived with the Smiths until 1934, when Angelyn 
married Dave Maloney. Raymond continued living with 
his grandparents until he joined the air force. Returning 
from the armed services, he worked in a garage until 
June, 1946, when he married Mae Free. They moved to 
Sioux Lookout, Ont., where he worked for the forestry 
until he retired. Raymond and Mae had two daughters; 
Sandra Gay (Mrs. Art Mason) and Robin Rae. 

Lloyd Graham Smith was the youngest son of Charles 
and Belle. He was born Dec. 13, 1910. In 1937, he 
married Emma Harrison of Holland, Man. They started 
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their married life at Neelin, Man., where Lloyd operated 
a garage. They then moved to Brandon where he worked 
for J .A. Keddy Ltd. Later they moved to Souris where he 
was foreman of Gelchrist Motors. From there they 
bought the log cabin at the corner of Highways No. 10 
and 2. After serving the public for seven years they 
moved to farm at Stockton. After 11 years there, they 
moved to Wawanesa where they still live. Lloyd and 
Emma had two sons: Raymond Charles Arthur, born 
Sept. 25,1942; and Willis Lanny, born Aug. 5, 1947. 

GO WEST YOUNG MAN, GO WEST 
FRED AND FLORENCE SMITH F AMIL Y 

Frederick George Smith, born in 1868, was a pioneer 
farmer of Argyle. He came to Manitoba, Canada, from 
Birmingham, England, as an adventurous young man, in 
1889. His father, Charles C. Smith, who was a chartered 
accountant, wanted Fred to continue in the family 
business, but he wanted a more outdoor life. Con
sequently, he chose to farm in Western Canada, which 
had only a few years earlier been opened for settlement. 
Prior to his departure, therefore, his father presented him 
with a pistol in order to protect himself from the Indians. 
After travelling to Manitoba via steamship and railway, 
Fred worked on the railway and on farms until he learned 
enough about farming on the prairies to start farming on 
his own. 

Fred's father helped him to settle on SE 9-4-14 in May, 
1894, which Fred named Stonelea Farm. Steve Leslie, the 
previous owner, had built a house and a log barn on the 
farm in 1884. The house was a two-storey wood frame 
one, with two rooms downstairs and two partially
completed rooms upstairs with a lean-to kitchen. 

Fred worked his land with three horses, a one-furrow 
plough, a seven-foot seeder, four three-foot sections of 
harrows and a six-foot binder. The grain was stooked and 
then stacked until the Cooper Brothers' custom threshing 
machine came in the late fall. In 1895, the year after Fred 
started farming, a prairie fire jumped the fire breaks and 
destroyed his stacks of grain. 

On March 6, 1897, Fred started farming NE 4-14. This 
farm had been homesteaded by Mrs. Annie Kelso and her 
son John Lawson Kelso since 1880. They had built a large 
one and one half storey log house which was situated just 
south of the well in Harold Smith's present yard and it 
stood until the 1920's. 

As of July 10, 1901, Fred farmed the SE 4-4-14 which 
had been homesteaded by Edward Majury in 1880. The 
log house that Majury built was used as a granary until 
the 1930's. 

Fred always had diffiulty obtaining enough good water 
on the "home" farm to water his livestock. He, 
therefore, had to drive the stock one half mile to the well 
on the NE 4-4-14. Sometimes, in stormy weather, the 
livestock had to wait until the next day to be watered. 

In the early 1890's, Fred's younger brother, Arthur, 
born in 1871, came to Manitoba and settled on SE 3-4-14. 
He died in 1950. 



In the fall of 1897, Fred returned to Birmingham, 
England, and in March, 1898, married Florence Hulse, 
born in 1867, the girl who had been waiting for him. They 
returned to Baldur that same spring, to Stonelea Farm. 
Although Florence found herself lonely at times, she 
enjoyed all the sun in Manitoba. Florence and Fred had 
five children: their first child, Violet, died when eight 
months old from croup in March, 1899; Kate A. (Birdie) 
became a teacher and is now retired in Vancouver, B.C.; 
Florence, who remained at home to help her parents, died 
in 1967; Harold remained on Stonelea Farm; and Maude 
who married Fred Stilwell of Baldur. 

The children were all born in the house on Stonelea 
Farm. The house was lived in until the fall of 1936, when 
Florence Sr. and Florence (Flossie) moved to Baldur. The 
house is still standing, minus the large kitchen, bedroom 
and porch which had been added in the early 1900's. As 
well, the log barn built by Mr. Leslie in 1884, is also 
there. 

Fred had a hired man, Arthur Dibbon, who was born 
in 1871, and remained with the Smith family from the 
early 1900's until his death in 1950. Arthur came to 
Manitoba from England before 1900, and worked as a 
carpenter before coming to Baldur. 

Florence Sr. passed away in 1937, and Fred died in 
1941. 

Harold married Rose Stilwell of Baldur in 1935, and 
they continued to farm Stonelea. He built a new house 
for them to live in beside the good well on the NE 4-4-14. 
The year Harold and Rose were married the crops were so 
rusted that they had to burn them. Times were hard 
during the depression but as nobody else had much it 
wasn't noticed and everybody helped each other. Harold 
and Rose had seven children: Charlie, Nelson, Myrtle, 
Frank, Susan, Lorna and David. 

Charlie was born in 1937, and died in 1948. 
Nelson married Yvonne Campbell in 1960, and they 

farm at Ninette. They have five children: Michael, Philip, 
Charles, Judy and Veronica. Michael married Janice 
Clisby in July, 1981, and they live north of Ninette. 

Myrtle married Bill Nichols in 1965 and resides in 
Winnipeg. 

Frank married Bev Wickens in 1966. They farm his 
father's farm and live a quarter of a mile away. They 
have two children, Lana and Robert. 

Susan married Gordon Kentner in 1967, and they live 
in Baldur where Gordon teaches school. They have two 
children Ryan and Melanie. 

Lorna married Don Martin in 1972, and was divorced 
in 1975. She now lives in Calgary, Alta. 

David married Bonnie Henwood in 1976. They had one 
child Curtis, before they separated in 1980. David lives 
northwest of Neelin. 

Harold took an active part in community affairs. He 
was minister's warden for 35 years for St. Marks' 
Anglican Church in Baldur and secretary-treasurer of 
Connaught School from 1942, until the school con
solidated with Baldur in 1965. 

Harold and Rose have retired on the farm where they 
enjoy the visits of friends, children and grandchildren 
and they have time to appreciate the benefits of their 
farm home. 

LEONARD AND WINNIE SMITH 
FAMILY 

Gwen, Pearl, Winnifred, Murray and Madge. Seated: Winnie and 
Leonard. 

Leonard Francis Smith married Winnifred Elizabeth 
Miller on Nov. 26, 1902. They lived with his parents, 
Jesse and Emeranda Smith, until 1903, when they moved 
to their own farm where Pearl was born in 1904. During 
their time on the farm, they experienced the usual hard
ships of that time. Their second child, Lyman, developed 
black croup and spinal meningitis and died. 

After moving to Baldur in 1907, they bought the house 
just north of the school. There they lived for 60 years and 
there the following children were born: Ivan in 1908; 
Murray in 1912; Winnifred in 1916; Madge in 1919; and 
Gwendoline in 1921. 

When he was only 12 years old, Ivan contracted septic 
pneumonia and spinal meningitis and died in 1921. 

Leonard Smith and his wife were conscientious 
adherents of the Methodist Church and after 1925, of the 
United Church. For many years Leonard was the 
caretaker of the church. At that time the church was 
heated by burning coal and wood in several stoves and a 
large furnace. During the early years gas for lighting was 
generated in a small nearby shed and each light in the 
church had to be lit and extinguished separately by use of 
a taper. The church was the centre of many religious and 
social activities. 

Leonard was skillful with machinery and kept many a 
steam engine functioning for threshing grain. Also, he 
could take apart their Ford car and reassemble it in better 
working order. This mechanical ability led to his work as 
an inspector of steam boilers in much of southern 
Manitoba. He went to such "far-off" places as Morden, 
Plum Coulee and Altona but usually returned home at 
night where his left-over lunch, especially the pie, was 
eaten with relish by his children. For two winters he was 
caretaker at the rink until an accident caused a back 
injury. Leonard was a member of the school board for 
many years. In addition, he was volunteer fire chief, 
working frantically on some occasions to prevent further 
burning destruction. When the livery stable behind the 
old hotel burned down, he and his many assistants 

649 



managed to save all the nearby buildings, even those 
directly across the lane. In his later years, Leonard tended 
a large garden in which no weed dared show its face. He 
had a garden until he was 93. Leonard died in 1965, at the 
age of 95, having retained his mental ability until the very 
end. 

Winnie was a hard-working woman who, in addition to 
raising her own family, managed to keep boarders, sew 
for her family and others, and yet have time to be in
volved in community activities. For example, when Nellie 
McLung was advocating suffrage for women, Winnie 
travelled around the country near Baldur, seeking 
signatures in support of that cause. She was also active in 
the Ladies' Aid Society, Missionary Society, Women's 
Christian Temperance Union, United Church Women 
and Women's Institute. For many years she was treasurer 
of the U.C.W. At one time she was a member of the 
board of the United Church. She inspired her family to 
look for the best in themselves and others. She died in 
1972, having contributed much to society and her family. 

For Leonard and Winnie, there was much hard work, 
but there was recreation, too. On summer Sundays there 
were trips to Rock Lake Summer School and to Avery's 
Store where a nickel ice-cream cone topped off the picnic 
lunch. There were trips through the sandhills to Firdale 
where Uncle Nelson Miller lived. How exciting was the 
trip on Steele's ferry! The children never knew when they 
would meet a car coming around the bend on the one
track road. What fun it was to watch someone else patch 
an inner tube while they surveyed the beautiful scenery! 
Then there were the day-long trips to Winnipeg in a 
heavily loaded car. There were concerts and shows to 
enjoy. Thus the family learned to enjoy life. 

The oldest in the family, Pearl, was a second mother to 
the rest. It was she who did housework while the rest 
enjoyed childhood activities. She went to Winnipeg 
Normal School in 1924, and taught at Rosehill School for 
six years before teaching in Swan Lake. She was a highly 
respected teacher who deserted her profession in 1935, to 
marry Herbert Woodworth and reside west of Baldur. 

Murray graduated from Queen's University with a 
degree in metallurgy. He married Jessie Macnamee from 
Killarney. They adopted three children; Steven, Brenda 
and Mary. Murray worked in Montreal, Ottawa, 
Kingston and Waterloo University near Kitchener. He 
and Jessie live near Campbellville, Ont. 

Winnifred went to normal school and taught in several 
schools, Rosehill, Rathwell, Stockton, Manson, Deleau 
and Beulah, before going to St. Vital in 1947. She 
married Ivan Havelock, an accountant, and they moved 
to Prince George in 1953, and to Vancouver in 1955. 
They returned to Winnipeg in 1961, where Winnifred 
taught in St. Vital until 1979. During those years she 
obtained degrees in arts and education. Her last position 
was at Glenlawn Collegiate. Their daughters are Joanne 
and Monica. 

Madge also became a teacher; her first position was at 
Lockport. In 1942, she married Ross Holder. Her 
contributions to musical activities in Baldur include choir 
participation; accompanying choirs and soloists; and 
conducting choirs and involvement in musical festivals. 
She taught at Rosehill, Welsh and Baldur, as well as at 
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Dufferin School in Winnipeg. Their son Richard teaches 
in Beausejour. 

Gwen also followed the teaching tradition, holding 
positions at Antonius School, in Pipestone and in Eden 
where she met and married John Jackson. After farming 
for several years, they moved to Neepawa where John 
worked in the Nelson Hotel and Gwen is instructing at 
Touchwood. Gwen and John had three children; James, 
Bruce and daughter Lori. 

Although Leonard and Winnie were not wealthy 
materially, they gave the family wealth of another kind. 
They taught their children to respect others, to help those 
in need, to not be snide, to be compassionate and in
dependent. For 10 years after he was eligible, Leonard 
refused to accept the old age pension until it was made 
universal in Canada. Their home was open to young and 
old. They enjoyed parties, even helping to make ice
cream the old-fashioned way. They overlooked short
comings of others. They taught the children to appreciate 
the fine things in life, to enjoy beauty in many forms and 
to strive for fulfilment in all ways. These attitudes 
became the foundations of their children's lives. 

SIGURJON JONSSON SNIDAL 
FAMILY 

Sigurjon Jonsson Snidal was a well-known resident of 
Jokudal, Iceland. He immigrated with the early settlers to 
Gimli, where his first two children were born. His first 
wife died in the epidemic. He later acquired land in 
Argyle, the NW 12-6-14, and farmed there for some 
years. 

Grund Church was built on his homestead. He donated 
two acres of land on which to build the church. 

Sigurjon's first wife was Jonina Jonsdottir Bjornson, a 
sister of the Honorable Tomas H. Jonsson, who was a 
member of the legislative assembly, where he became the 
Attorney-General. She was also a sister to Krist jan, who 
was well known in the Baldur and Argyle district. 
Sigurjon and Jonina had two children: Lilja Jonina; and 
Dr. J.G. Snidal. 

Lilja Janina Snidal (Little Lil) 



Lilja was the chief telephone operator in Baldur for 
many years. She died on March 17, 1945. 

Dr. J.G. Snidal was a dentist in Winnipeg. He married 
Anna Steinun Hannesson of Winnipeg. 

Sigurjon later moved to Winnipeg, where he lived to an 
old age. 

Sigurjon's second wife was Sigridur Bjornsdottir, sister 
of Bjorg Christopherson, the wife of Hernit 
Christopherson, another well-known settler in Argyle. 
They had four children: Jonina; Kari; Sigmundur; and 
Krist jan. 

Sigurjon often spent his summers visiting his nephews 
Siggi and Bjossi Johnson, in the Argyle district. He died 
on July 10, 1935. 

JOHN AND ELIZABETH SNOWDON 
FAMILY 

John and Elizabeth, and daughters Mary and Doris 
together with Lizzie, Tom and grandmother, Ellen 
Snowdon, were brought to Canada from Nor
thumberland, England, by the Soldier Settlement Board. 

They arrived in Baldur on Easter Monday April, 1928, 
and were met at the train station by members of the 
Anglican Church, and Mr. Ballentine; who was the 
representative for the Soldier Settlement Board at that 
time. They were taken to a home in Baldur (Harrowers) 
for lunch, then driven to their new home two and one
half miles east of town, which was previously occupied by 
J. V. Reykdal. 

Ellen, Tom and Lizzie Snowdon returned to England 
the following year as they found the winter too cold. 
John and his family remained on the quarter section. 
With hard work tilling the land with horses, he managed 
to purchase the farm a few years later. Mr. Brown and 
family, their nearest neighbour were very kind and helped 
them in many ways. In the 1940's, John bought a tractor 
which made his work days a bit shorter. In 1957, he sold 
the farm as combines were taking the place of threshing 
machines and he felt he was getting on in years. The farm 
is now owned by Mrs. Irma Roeges. John and family 
moved to town and John worked as a labourer for other 
friends, who were farmers. 

He also was caretaker of the Memorial Hall for a few 
years. 

Doris and Mary received their education at W olseley 
and Baldur High School. On finishing school, Doris was 
employed wtth the Red Cross Hospital at Nakina, Ont. 
where she met and married Bill McKillip in 1943. They 
were blessed with four girls and one boy. 

Mary began her career with the Baldur telephone office 
for a short time but then joined the armed forces in 1943. 
When discharged, she remained in Vancouver with the 
B.C. Telephone Dial Services, then returned to Manitoba 
in 1950. Since, she was employed by Brandon Packers, 
Traders Finance in Brandon and Dauphin offices. In 
1967, Mary returned to Baldur and is employed by Dr. 
G.E. Hanks. 

John passed away in 1968, at the age of 79. Elizabeth 
resides in Baldur Personal Care Home. Mary lives in the 
family home in Baldur. 

EYOLFUR AND KAROLINA SNYDAL 
FAMILY 

Karolina Snydal as a young 
woman. 

Eyolfur Jonsson and his wife, Karolina Soffia 
Benediktsdottir, well known residents of Jokudal in 
Iceland, came to Canada in 1876, with one of the first 
groups of Icelandic settlers to arrive in New Iceland 
(Gimli). 

Their first years on the shores of Lake Winnipeg 
brought many hardships such as an epidemic of 
smallpox, inadequate shelter, and extremely cold winters. 
Two children died during this period. 

In 1882, Eyolfur moved his family to Argyle, where he 
took up his homestead on SE 2-6-14, in the Grund 
district. 

The nearest Land Titles Office was located in Brandon. 
Eyolfur and his brother Sigurjon walked the distance. On 
arrival they were asked if every S.O.B. from Iceland was 
the son of Jon. The clerk's insults were so devastating the 
two brothers hurriedly changed their name to "Snydal" 
meaning "snowy dale" in their homeland. Thus three 
brothers raised families in the Grund Area with different 
surnames. 

In June, 1898, in the prime of life, Eyolfur passed 
away, leaving Karolina to raise their family of seven 
children. With only meagre resources but much deter
mination, her physical and spiritual strength was in
destructible. She rented the homestead, and moved to 
Baldur, taking with her a cow, several sheep, and a flock 
of chickens. 

It was at this time that Karolina's early knowledge of 
midwifery was put to good use. Over a span of nearly 50 
years, often without the help of a doctor, Karolina was 
called to help expectant mothers. The task also included 
all the household duties of cooking, cleaning and caring 
for the children in the family. Today, many in Argyle will 
tell you that Mrs. Snydal brought all members of their 
family into this world. 

The Snydal home was always a symbol of hospitality. 
The coffee pot was in constant use. The odour of green 
beans roasting in a wood stove oven while Karolina and 
her friends played Icelandic whist was a usual occurrence. 
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Karolina will always be remembered for her patience 
and kindness to all her grandchildren. She lived to the age 
of 91 years, having been predeceased by all her children. 
She died on Feb. 24,1947. 

The Snydal children were; Haldora, Jon, Gudlaug, 
Baldwin Benedict, Lilja Jonina, Halfstein and Jennie 
Violet. 

Haldora, (Dora) was born in 1877. (See Anderson 
History) 

Jon Snydal and Pearl Livingstone on 
their wedding day in the early 1900's. 

Jon (Jack) was born in 1879. 
Gudlaug (Ella) was born on June 7, 1885. Ella attended 

Hola and Baldur Schools. At an early age, Ella became a 
seamstress and worked with her sister Dora. Their sewing 
and fitting rooms were located above R. Rollins General 
Store in Baldur. Each spring and fall, these sisters 
travelled to Belmont, Hartney and Glenboro, doing 
custom sewing. Sewing rooms in Glenboro were located 
above Frederickson's Store. In 1904, Ella married Clyde 
Ernest, son of Bernard and Mary Playfair. They had 
three children. (See Clyde Playfair History). Ella died 
suddenly in 1925. 

Baldwin Benedict (Baldy) was born in 1884. He 
received his schooling at Hola, then Baldur. At an early 
age he apprenticed with Frank Schultz in the Union Bank 
of Canada, Baldur branch, later moving to Crystal City, 
then Pilot Mound, then to Winnipeg. In 1913, Baldy was 
sent to The Pas where he opened the first branch of the 
Royal Bank, as manager. He remained in The Pas for 14 
years. During this period, illness took him to California 
for a short period of convalescence. In 1927, Baldy was 
asked to open a Royal Bank Branch in Flin Flon, where 
development of mining property was in its early stages. 
Sometime later, Baldy left the Royal Bank, and returning 
to The Pas, opened a brokerage business. He remained in 
that business until his untimely death in 1934. He was 46 
years of age. Baldy Snydal was a close friend of Dr. S.S. 
Stephenson of Flin Flon. On hearing of his friend's 
serious illness, the doctor flew to The Pas, remaining 
with him until he died. 
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Lilja Jonina (Lil) was born in 1891. She attended 
school at Hola and Baldur. Upon completion of her high 
school, Lil attended normal school, obtaining her second 
class, then first class teaching certificate. Lil taught in 
several country schools, prior to taking a position as a 
primary teacher in Carman, where she remained until 
1925. At this time, Lil's sister, Ella Playfair, passed away 
suddenly, leaving three young children. Lil returned to 
Baldur, accepting a position in the school teaching the 
primary grades. Lil enjoyed a rewarding career in
structing young children both in and out of the 
classroom. She worked in the Lutheran Sunday School as 
well. She was an ardent curler and skater and enjoyed 
other hobbies as well. Hand painting on fine bone china 
and all types of needlework graced the Snydal home. 
Today, nieces and nephews treasure these precious pieces 
of fine work. Lil passed away in the prime of life on 
March 17,1935, at the age of 44 years. 

Halfstein, (Steini) second youngest of the family was 
born in 1892. He attended school at Hola and later at 
Baldur. Following school, Steini clerked in the R. Rollins 
General Store in Baldur. Later, he became a salesman for 
the Northland Knitting Co. Early in life, Steini developed 
a respiratory condition. He leased property at Rock Lake 
and, by spending the summer months in the sunshine, 
was able to continue his employment. Steini was an 
ardent sportsman. He played ball, was a keen fisherman, 
and enjoyed the duck hunting season. His pride and joy 
was his "team of Blacks" which he often drove to 
Crystal City, to bring brother Baldy home for the 
weekend. In January, 1918, Steini accompanied by his 
sister Dora, left for California, hoping the warmer 
climate would benefit his failing health. He died enroute 
on Jan. 15, at the age of 26 years. 

Perc and Jennie on their wedding day in 1915. 

Jennie Violet, youngest of the Snydal family, was born 
in 1896. She attended Baldur School. Upon completion, 
Jennie was employed at the Manitoba Telephone System 
as an operator. The office was located above Cleghorn's 
Drugstore. Skating was her favorite pastime. Jennie 
married Percival Vernon (Perc) Bond on Dec. 23, 1915. 



The lovely wedding took place in the Baldur Lutheran 
Church. Jennie's wedding gown and accessories were 
hand made by sisters Dora and Ella. The honeymoon was 
spent in Winnipeg. Perc was principal of the Baldur 
School. The couple had three children: Jack Arthur, born 
Aug. 24, 1916; and twins Halfstein (Steini) Snydal and 
Harold Manning, born July 4, 1918. Harold died at age 
six months. Jennie died in January, 1919, a victim of the 
dreaded influenza epidemic following WW I. She was 22 
years of age. Following Jennie's death, Jack went to live 
with his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Bond in Roland, 
Man. Following Jack's schooling and time spent at the 
University of Manitoba, he married Mina McLaren of 
Roland. They had four sons. Halfstein Snydal (Steini) 
lived with Clyde and Ella Playfair for seven years 
following Jennie's death. He then moved to Winnipeg to 
live with his father, Perc. Steini attended school in East 
Kildonan, then to the University of Manitoba where he 
graduated with a degree in commerce. He went to 
Vancouver and worked for Canada Packers for 35 years. 
He retired in July, 1981. Steini married Hazel Babcock in 
November, 1948. They had three children: Sylvia 
Rosalie, Percival Vernon, and Deborah Lorraine. As a 
young man, Steini was an ardent sportsman. He played 
hockey and enjoyed hunting in Argyle. 

TED AND HAZEL SORENSEN FAMILY 

Ted, taken in 1920. 

Theodor (Ted) left Copenhagen, Denmark, in the early 
spring of 1924, and arrived in Baldur, Man. He was first 
employed by Mr. Purves, who farmed east of Baldur, 
and across the road from what for many years, was 
known as the Frank Brown farm. He worked there until 
the fall and then went to work for Walter Clark until the 
spring of 1926, at which time he took over William 
Kelly's farm. 

During the summer of that year, his wife died very 
suddenly in Denmark, of an aneurysm. In the fall after 
the harvest was finished, he went back to Denmark to his 
two children, a son Aage (Ole) and his daughter Eli. 

In the spring of 1927, he returned to Canada bringing 
with him his son Ole, who was 12 years old, and leaving 
his daughter Eli with her maternal grandmother as she 
was only four years old. 

&'( 

Ole, taken in 1927. 

Ted worked at different places that spring and Ole 
stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Hans Jensen, who at that time, 
lived just south of the Bell farm. He attended Huff 
School, along with Paul Jensen. His teacher was Miss 
Edith McClellan. He has often wondered how this good 
lady had the patience to put up with a student who could 
neither understand a word she told him, nor speak a word 
of the new language in reply. However, she was "great". 
He started school in April, and the following December 
took part in the Christmas concert. Ole will admit he 
didn't star, but proudly had some lines in that exciting 
event. 

Sometime, during that 1927 summer, Wilf Scott took a 
position buying grain, and Ted took over the job of 
taking Wilf's crop off and generally looking after his 
farm and livestock. This he continued to do throughout 
the winter, until Wilf Scott had an auction sale in the 
spring. 

While Ted and Ole were at the Scott farm, Albert 
Desrochers, who lived a short distance north of them, 
had the misfortune to have his home burn to the ground. 
As Ted and Ole had lots of room and there were only the 
two of them, the Desrochers family moved in. Ole is not 
sure how long it was until the Desrochers had a new 
home, but he knows he was sorry to see them go as he had 
enjoyed the company of three of their children and the 
great cooking of Mrs. Desrochers. 

In the spring of 1928, after the Scott sale, Ted rented a 
farm in the Glendenning valley from the late Mr. H. 
Strang. Ted put in a small crop which was mostly flooded 
out, so that fall he rented Ivan Schultz' farm. Ole 
returned to school in Baldur. Again he was fortunate to 
have a good teacher who taught him well. Her name was 
Miss Wilson. 

In the fall of 1929, after threshing a very good crop, 
Ted and Ole moved south of Rock Lake, to the Mather 
community. On New Year's Day, 1930, Ted married 
Hazel Cobbe, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. George 
Cobbe of Baldur, Man. They had a family of five 
children, three daughters and two sons: Gordon lives in 
Regina; Lois (Mrs. Raymond Vincent) and Ruth (Mrs. 
Elvis Mullin) live in the Mather area; Robert lives in 
Kamloops, B.C.; and Noreen (Mrs. Larry Hicks) in the 
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Boissevain-Ninga area. There are 22 grandchildren and 6 
great-grandchildren. 

After much hardship and hardwork, Ted finally owned 
his own farm in the late '40's. This farm was just across 
the road, east of the village of Mather. Here he farmed 
until his health caused him to retire. On April 7, 1964, he 
passed away at the age of 74. 

In the meantime, Ole worked mostly at farm work 
until joining the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders of 
Canada in 1940, going overseas and landing in England 
on Christmas Day, 1940. Later going on the Dieppe raid 
on Aug. 19, 1942, he was wounded and spent the 
remainder of the war in a P.O. W. camp in Germany. 

After being demobilized in 1945, Ole married Ida 
Ford, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. William M. Ford 
of Mather, Man. They have one daughter Karen 
(Jackson), of North Bay, Ont. After Ole's marriage, he 
held a few odd jobs, then became a grain buyer for the 
Ogilvie Elevators, and later was postmaster in Mather 
from 1956-1976, at which time due to health reasons, he 
was forced to retire. 

The friendly community of Baldur is fondly 
remembered as Ted and Ole's first home in Canada, and 
for the life-long friendships made while living there. 

SYDNEY AND ELIZABETH STANFORD 
FAMILY 

Florence, Syd and Lizzie. 

Sydney (Syd) Stanford was born in Maulden, Bed
fordshire, England, on Dec. 18, 1883. In 1907, he decided 
to move to Canada. There were agents from Canada in 
England asking young people to move to Canada, as it 
was the 'land of milk and honey'. Before leaving, he 
became engaged to Miss Elizabeth Newman, also born in 
Maulden, Aug. 18, 1884. 

He was joined by Percy Harris, also from Maulden, 
and their destination was Baldur, Man. 

Syd went to A.W. Playfair's as a farm employee. In 
1908, Elizabeth Newman came to Baldur and they were 
married Aug. 22, 1908. 

They remained at the Playfair farm for some time, 
then moved to 2-5-14 in Argyle Municipality. While 
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there, a daughter, Florence, was born Sept. 11, 1912. 
After a few moves, the family went to Tom Johnson's 

farm, directly northwest of Baldur. In 1939, Florence 
went to England and in 1941, she married George 
Newbury of England. They returned to Canada in 1947, 
and remained in Winnipeg. 

In 1953, Tom Johnson gave the Stanfords a piece of 
property on the southeast corner of his land for their 
retirement, which later became part of SE 14-5-14 in 
Baldur. Here they spent many happy years. In 1974, they 
sold the property and in July moved to the Argyle Home. 
Syd passed away in the Baldur Hospital May 8, 1978. 
Elizabeth moved to the Middlechurch Home, Winnipeg, 
in June, 1978, where she passed away April 13, 1980. 

Syd was an interested worker in the Methodist Church, 
later to become the United. At one time, he was 
Superintendent of the Sunday School. One of his hobbies 
was curling, so much so that one day he took horse and 
cutter to town, and became so excited over his game, that 
he walked home and left horse and cutter in town. 

Gardening was his favorite hobby: people came from 
miles around to visit and never went away" empty handed. 

Elizabeth was also a faithful worker in the Church and 
belonged to the Ladies' Aid and the Women's Institute. 

WILLIAM STARK 

An early comer to Argyle, William Stark was a well
educated Scot who immigrated to Canada about 1878, 
and worked for the C.P.R. in Montreal for a short time. 
In 1879, he was attracted to the prairies and homesteaded 
NE 5-4-14, pre-empted SE 5-4-14 and purchased 6-4-14. 
Once settled on his farm, he built a home and helped 
others to immigrate to Canada. 

A bachelor, William, was always a welcome visitor. 
Because of his great store of stories and jokes he was 
often in demand as a chairperson for local concerts. 

When the R.M. of Argyle was formed, William 
became the first secretary-treasurer, establishing the 
municipal office in his home. He served from February, 
1882 to February 1889. He was renowned for his 
beautiful penmanship and was often asked to write 
records in family Bibles and to do correspondence for less 
well-educated neighbours. 

When, after 25 years on the prairies, William returned 
to his relatives in Scotland. He was sorely missed by his 
Canadian neighbours. 

THE FAMILY THE HOME AND 
FRIENDS HOW IMPORTANT THEY WERE 

AND ARE 
OLI AND SV A V A STEF ANSON FAMILY 

Stefan Petursson was born in Iceland in 1837. Geir
thrudur, his wife, was born in Iceland in 1854. They came 
to Canada in 1888. 

Stefan homesteaded on land in the Bru district. There 
were six children: Dr. Jon who practiced in Winnipeg; 
Kristrun (Mrs. Kroyer) of Winnipeg; Arni a very fine 



singer who trained for years in Italy only to have his 
singing career ended by illness; Gudrun, whose husband 
was Doctor Blondal of Winnipeg; Harald farmed with his 
younger brother Oli at Bru. 

On June 20, 1919, Oli Krist jan married Svava 
Stefanson who was born June 28, 1899. 

Back Row: William and Eleanor. Front Row: Allan, Esther, Oli and 
Svava. 

Oli and his brothers followed the old Icelandic custom 
by taking the Christian name of their father "Stefan" as 
their Surname--Stefanson. A very busy and active life 
continued for Svava and Oli as they continued to be very 
active in church and community life. Oli was always 
involved on the Bru school board and his great love for 
music kept him in the choir, the band, and the orchestra. 

Their home was always filled with people. Oli's brother 
and his parents lived with them for many years. Svava's 
mother Gudrun also lived with them for a number of 
years. Svava and Oli had four children: Esther, William, 
Allan and Eleanor, who were all born on the farm. 

In 1947, Svava and Oli moved to Vancouver with their 
family and continued to be active in the church. Their 
home was filled with the many visitors to the coast. 

Oli died on Dec. 19, 1975, Svava in August, 1981. 
Esther was born Sept. 1, 1920, and married Edward 

Pentland from Holland, Man., in 1943, and now live in 
Penticton, B.C. Esther became a registered nurse at the 
Winnipeg General Hospital. Edward has recently retired 
as a manager for Revelstoke Lumber in Penticton. They 
have four children: Kristine (Mrs. Jacob Unrau); Lynne 
(Mrs. Dayboll); Peggy (Mrs. Maryschak); and Dwayne. 

William was born on March 24, 1924, and married 
Colleen Collier in 1952. Illness took Colleen's life in 
1972. William worked in the food industry for several 
years but, as he said, he preferred to work with his hands
-he now works as a mechanic and supervises at a service 
station. Colleen and William's three children are: 
Kristian, Gerald and Gwen. 

Allan was born on March 30, 1930, and married Linda 
Brooks in 1961. Allan graduated as a chartered ac
countant in 1956, and now works as a manager for a large 
firm of chartered accountants. Linda's work actively 
involves computers--she has continued her education and 
will receive a certificate this June after several years of 
courses and study. 

Eleanor was born June 11, 1933, and married Steve 
Komadina in 1963. Eleanor worked for a number of 
years on cancer statistics and research and now assists at 
a school which specializes in real estate. Steve works in 
the electronic field in the area of medical equipment. 
Eleanor and Steve have one son Michael. Their home is in 
Menlo Park, California, near San Francisco. 

SIGTRYGGUR AND GUDRUN 
STEF ANSON F AMIL Y 

Sigtryggur Stefanson was born in Brekku, in 
Kaupangsveitt in 1848, to Stefan Vigfusson and Gudrun 
Jonsdottir of Svalbardstrond by Eyjafjord. 

Sigtryggur married Gudrun J onsdottir, who was born 
in Stadarbyggd on June 20, 1860. 

In 1882, Sigtryggur and Gudrun sailed from Iceland 
with their daughter Stefania Gudrun (Runa) age one 
year. 

Sigtryggur and Gudrun spent the winter of 1882, in 
North Dakota and then moved to Winnipeg, where 
Sigtryggur worked on the railroad. Unfortunately, 
during the winter, he was badly frozen and lost all the 
toes on one foot. He was out of work for over six 
months, so times were difficult. Gudrun managed to keep 
bread on the table by working day and night, doing 
housework for others. She had also managed to buy two 
cows so each morning and night, she walked many miles 
to milk and feed the cows. 

In 1884, they were able to homestead land in the 
eastern part of the Bru district and in 1885, they moved 
there. Some very good people took little Runa in and 
looked after her for a year while Sigtryggur worked to 
clear the land and start their new home. Gudrun went 
back to Winnipeg to work in a hotel, where she earned 
$17.00 a month. She also earned extra money, by 
washing and pressing the shirts for travellers. Through 
hard work and good management, their new home was 
built. 

Sigtryggur and Gudrun had eight children. Runa and 
two boys were born in Iceland. The two boys died as 
infants. While on the farm, five children were born. 
Kjartan grew up and worked on the farm and later took it 
over, when Sigtryggur and Gudrun moved to Cypress 
River. Then there were three girls--Jonina, Jonasina and 
Svava and also a son who died at a very young age. 

In addition to her large family, Gudrun was also in 
great demand as a mid-wife. She helped deliver 85 babies, 
and almost all, without the help of a doctor. 

Life had many hardships, but there were also many 
happy times and life was never dull. Their home was 
situated by a small lake so it became the meeting place for 
so many in the district--swimming in the summer and 
skating in the winter and always lots of good food. Much 
of the week was spent baking and preparing for the week
end. 

Bru School was five miles away so regular attendance 
was not always possible due to weather and the work 
needs at home. 

Stephanie Gudrun (Runa) married Gisli Bjornson and 
they lived and farmed and raised their family in the 
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eastern part of the Bru District. 
Kjartan married Johanna and their daughter Margaret, 

now lives in California with her husband, Les Bogart. 
Jonina married Charles McGinn from Detroit where 

they made their home. 
Jonasina Lilja married Jonas Anderson and for a 

number of years, they lived in Cypress River where Jonas 
owned and operated the grocery and general store. Their 
children were Harold, Sigrun, Lillian and Marino. 

Svava was born on June 28, 1899, and married Oli 
Krist jan Stefanson on June 20, 1919. (See Oli Stefanson 
history). . 

HERMAN AND CLARA STEINTJES 
FAMILY 

Herman Steintjes came to Canada in April, 1929. He 
worked for Jules De Baets, St. Alphonse, for two years. 
In 1931, he worked for August Seirens, Mariapolis, until 
November, 1934. In the spring of 1934, he bought a farm 
in Greenway, W 18-4-12. In November of 1934, Herman 
married Clara Van Deynze. The first crop was burned 
because of the rust. The second year was a dry year, the 
yield was only eight bushels to the acre of wheat. The 

Back Row: Laurence, Angela, Inez, Leonard, Anne Marie and 
Anthony. Front Row: Herman, Lisa and Clara. 

third year, the grasshoppers ate everything. There was 
one blessing, a daughter, Inez, was born in June of 1936. 

The fourth year was a good year for durum wheat and 
with a fair amount of new land, broken the previous 
year, things began to look better. They had good crops 
for 13 years. In 1947, Herman bought the Pete Lusigan 
farm, in Somerset. The Greenway farm was sold to 
Hormidas Barsalou. 

Daughter Inez went to Zephyr School, which was 
situated about one mile from home, for five years. After 
moving to Somerset she went to school in St. Alphonse 
for four years, and one year in Bruxelles. In 1957, Inez 
married Leonard Schreyer, of Dugald. They have five 
children. 

In 1958, Herman and Clara retired to the village of 
Somerset. From the hobby of painting they have not yet 
retired. 

Theodora Steintjes, a brother of Herman's, came to 
Canada from Holland with Herman in 1929. He worked 
in Bruxelles and St. Alphonse area for two years but 
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made his home with Herman and Clara until after the 
war broke out, when he moved to Pine Falls. 

Theodora passed away at Pine Falls in June, 1966, and 
was buried at Somerset. 

PETER AND FIDELIA STEMLER 
FAMILY 

Peter and Fidelia on their 50th wedding anniversary in 1935. 

Pete Stemler came to Purves in 1879, and in 1885, 
bought SW 10-4-12. He married Fidelia Evans in June, 
1885. Their only son Sam, born in 1886, died at 12 years 
of age. Their chosen son, Elmer, was born in 1900. He 
married Edna Crawford and they have four children. 

Pete will be remembered for the many times he obliged 
travellers, pulling them up the hill out of the Pembina 
Valley with his oxen. 

Edna is still living in Prairie View Lodge in Pilot 
Mound. 

GEORGE AND SELENA STEPHEN 
FAMILY 

George Stephen and Selena Craig were married in 
Baldur, Feb. 27, 1907, with Rev. Frank M. Buekley 
officiating. 

George was born in Teeswater, Ont., and came to Pilot 
Mound in 1882. He later moved to Greenway, where he 
received his education. 

Selena was born in Baldur, the eldest daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Craig. She lived all her life at Baldur. 

George and Selena had three children: two sons, Harry 
and Jim; and one daughter, Evelyn. 

They farmed for the greater part of their married life in 
the Wolseley district, retiring in 1935, due to ill health. 

On retiring, they moved to Baldur. Selena will be 
remembered for operating her home as a nursing home 
for a number of years. 

George made many trips and telephone calls for Doc 
Warren, the veterinarian at Killarney. 

George and Selena were members of the Baldur Unitec 



Church. Selena was a member of the Ladies' Aid. George 
was a member of the Canadian Order of Foresters for 
over 50 years. 

George died on March 13, 1958, and Selena on Nov. 
17,1965. 

HUGH AND BEV STEPHENSON FAMILY 

Back Row: Hugh and Chris. Front Row: Bev and 
Scott. 

Hugh was born in Baldur at Mrs. Wray's Nursing 
Home on Feb. 26, 1946. His parents are Cecil and Egwen 
Stephenson, and he is the oldest son of a family of eight, 
five boys and three girls. They are Hugh, Dean, Don, 
Miriam, Robert, Tom, Catherine and Anne. He lived 
with his family on their farm south of Belmont until 
1965, when he travelled to Oshawa, Ont. to visit relatives. 
His two week holiday stretched into a five year stay. 

While living in Oshawa, Hugh was employed as a letter 
carrier in the post office. During his first summer down 
"east" he met Beverley Jacklin, a "city slicker", born in 
Oshawa, Ont., Oct. 12, 1945. Her parents are Eric and 
Margaret Jacklin. Bev has an older brother Bob. 

Hugh and Bev were married in Oshawa on Oct. 7, 
1967, and they lived there for two and a half years. . 

Their daughter Christine Anne was born in Oshawa on 
July 8, 1969. 

Becoming disenchanted with city living, and homesick 
for the farming life, Hugh decided to bring his family 
back to Manitoba. Packing up wife and nine-month old 
baby, they headed back home, where Hugh proceeded 
with the difficult task of turning a "city girl" into a 
farmer's wife. Not an easy chore, considering she 
couldn't tell the difference between a weed and a 
vegetable, let alone know what a combine was for. 

Upon arriving in Manitoba, Hugh and Bev lived on a 
farm seven miles south of Belmont. 

On June 24, 1971, their son Scott was born in Bran
don. A future farmhand to help out Dad in the years 
ahead. 

Hugh and Bev purchased the Joe Fifi farm, SE 28-4-
14, south of Baldur, in 1973, and they moved into their 
new community on Dec. 7,1973. 

While making new friends in the Municipality of 

Argyle, Hugh and Bev joined the curling clubs and Hugh 
became a member of the local Pool Elevator board. 

Chris has been a member of the figure skating club and 
4-H club and is now planning on joining a new CGIT 
group to be formed in the fall of 1981, as the next stage of 
her Explorers' training. 

Scott has been busy since the age of six, working his 
way through the Baldur Minor Hockey program. He has 
spent three years in the eight and under team and is now 
looking forward to the start of his second year with the 
ten and unders. 

FRED AND ELIZABETH STEVENS 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Frank, Harry, Charlie, Olive. Front Row: Sydney, Robert, 
Elizabeth, Fred, Alfred. 

In the summer of 1882, Fred Stevens came to Manitoba 
from England, to seek his fortune in farming. After 
looking around, he decided on W 28-4-14. If he had 
known how many stones would have to be removed, he 
would have located elsewhere. He and his neighbours 
erected a log house in 1882. The house was lived in until 
1937. 

In 1883, Fred's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Stevens, 
arrived accompanied by Elizabeth Avis. Fred and 
Elizabeth were married that year. Fred's sister, Sara, 
married Jim Graham the same year. Jim and Sara 
homesteaded the land which was later purchased by the 
Waitt Brothers. They moved to the Neelin district. They 
had four girls: Jean, Dora, Maggie, and Beth. 

Fred and Elizabeth had six boys; Charlie, Sydney, 
Arthur, Alfred, Harry and Frank, and one girl, Olive. 
All the children were raised in the log house. 

Fred taught school at Roseberry for a few years, 
returning each night to his wife and family on the 
homestead. He continued to farm until the boys were old 
enough to carryon. Fred and Elizabeth moved to Baldur 
in 1920, when Fred purchased the "Baldur Gazette". He 
operated it until his death in 1940. 

Elizabeth has told a little story of the early days when 
she was alone so much. She looked out and saw a huge 
bull, down at the hay stack where their only cow and calf 
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was tethered. Fearing they might be hurt, she grabbed the 
broom to chase the bull away. The chase was soon the 
other way around, she got back to the house in time to 
slam the door in the bull's face. He roared around the 
house so fiercely that she grabbed up her baby and went 
upstairs to wait until Fred got home. 

In 1933, Fred and Elizabeth celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary which was held at the homestead, 
with most of their family present. They were presented 
with a lovely gift from the st. Mark's Guild by Mr. and 
Mrs. Charlie Hamilton. The flowers and gifts from the 
family were presented by the grandchildren, Pam, Avis 
and Charlie. Many jokes and stories were told as was 
usual when the Stevens gathered together. All in all, the 
dinner and evening were much enjoyed. 

Alfred left the farm at a very early age and was em
ployed by the C.N.R. as a tinsmith. He lived in Winnipeg 
with his wife, Hannah. 

Olive Bertha was their second child. She did not marry 
and worked as a photographer at Eatons for many years. 

Harry was a carpenter at Ocean Falls and Flin Flon 
after he left the farm. He and his wife, Ivy, and daughter 
Olive, retired to Vancouver and lived there, until he 
passed away. 

Frank, Charlene, Marlene and Charlie, Heather injrant. 

Frank Joseph was born on Jan. 12, 1891. He farmed 
all his life excepting for a short army training period at 
Brandon in 1918. He took over the farm in 1920. In 1924, 
he married Hazel Williams, who was born on July 6, 
1902. They had one son, Charlie Robert, born on April 
22, 1929. Frank built a new house in 1937. Frank passed 
away on March 20, 1960. Hazel moved to Baldur in 1960, 
and Charlie took over the farm. In 1960, Charlie married 
Marlene McLenehan, born Sept. 26, 1939, of Hartney. 
They had four children. In 1965, Charlie purchased S 20-
4-14 from Mr. and Mrs. Roy Huffman. In 1970, Charlie 
built a new house on the homestead. William Francis, 
only son of Charlie and Marlene, was born on Jan. 27, 
1961. He is presently employed by Manitoba Pool 
Elevators in Glenboro, but plans to return to farming in 
the future. Charlene, their oldest daughter, was born on 
Jan. 21, 1962. She married David Harris of Cartwright. 
They live in Brandon, where David is employed by Frank 
Lawson. David and Charlene have one girl, Marsha 
Lynne, born on Aug. 20, 1980. Susan Colleen was born 
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on June 23, 1968 and died on Oct. 24, 1969. Heather 
Anne was born on March 20, 1972 and is attending 
school at Baldur. 

Charlie F. enlisted at Winnipeg in January, 1915. He 
trained there and at Shorncliff Camp, Bramshot, 
England. He was twice wounded in action. He was killed 
in action on Aug. 25, 1918, while serving with the 43rd 
Battalion Cameron Highlands. 

Sydney H. enlisted in July, 1915 with the 78th Bat
talion at Winnipeg, receiving his training there and at 
Camp Hughes. He went to France in January, 1917, and 
was wounded the following Easter Sunday at Vimy 
Ridge. He was returned to England in May and served 
with the Canadian Ordinance Corp until his return in 
March, 1919. He married Margaret Sims, whom he had 
met in England. They have two daughters; Pam (Mrs. 
John Thiesson), and Avis (Mrs. Eric Sherwood) of 
Toronto. 

Arthur Robert went to school at Rosehill, as did all the 
family. Robert continued on to Baldur School. He taught 
school, worked on the "Regina Post" as a reporter, and 
then as secretary of the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool for 
some years, until ill health forced him to retire. He and 
his wife, Mollie, and daughter, Lillian (Mrs. Bob Glage), 
lived in Regina. 

GEORGE AND FANNY STEWART FAMILY 

George and Fanny (Wade) Stewart came from 
Nobleton, Ont., in 1882, to homestead NW 20-4-12. 
George was a carpenter by trade and built many homes in 
the Dry River area. 

George and Fanny had three children: Ethel, Jennie 
and Jack. 

George passed away in 1906. 
Ethel married Einar Hanson who worked in the 

oatmeal mill in Pilot Mound until it was destroyed by 
fire. Ethel and Einar moved to Wawanesa. They had one 
daughter, Ida. Ethel died in 1957, and Einar in 1969. 

Jennie married Lou Freedy; they both died at an early 
age leaving one son, George. 

Jack and his mother, Fanny, took George and farmed 
the homestead until 1916. 

A HISTORY OF A FAMILY 
OF BLACKSMITHS 

GEORGE AND JANE STILLWELL FAMILY 

George Stillwell came from a long line of blacksmiths. 
His ancestral home was in Shottermill, Haselemere, 
England. The blacksmith shop and house date back to 
the 14th century and are preserved by the government. 
They are situated where three counties (Surrey, Hamp
shire, and Sussex) meet on the River Wey. During the last 
war, the Jack Stillwell boys visited the town and found 
the Stillwell name still above the blacksmith shop door. 
George's father, Frederick George Stillwell, who was 
born in 1835 and his wife came to Newcastle, Ont. in 
1856. After t'hree years of poor crops and watching so 



George and Jane on their wedding day in 1902. 
Jane made her wedding dress. 

many families moving west and sending back good 
reports of better opportunities and free homesteads for 
the taking in a land full of game, fish, fruit and lakes, 
they too made the move. In 1888, Frederick George 
decided to go to look into finding a good situation for a 
blacksmith shop in the west. Killarney Lake immediately 
appealed to him and he went back the next year and 
brought his wife and family of two girls and two boys, 
Albert and George, with him. He was one of Killarney's 
first blacksmiths and built his shop and carriage works on 
Broadway Street. The blacksmith shop stood until it was 
torn down to make way for the Killarney Shoppers Mall. 
Frederick George Stillwell died in 1908. 

George Stillwell was born in 1877, at Newcastle, Ont., 
and came with his parents to Killarney in 1889, where he 
attended school. 

In 1902, George married Jane Hunter, who was born in 
188l. Jane was the daughter of a pioneer of Killarney, 
Harry Hunter, who had homesteaded one mile east of 
Killarney by the railway. Jane spent the first two years of 
.her life in a sod house, until her father built the house and 
barn which are still being used. She learned the 
dressmaking and millinery trade before she was married. 

George helped his father and brother in the blacksmith 
shop. After he was married, he farmed for a few years 
south of Killarney. He was allergic to dust, so he went 
back to blacksmithing with his father in Killarney for a 
few years before starting out on his own. He worked at 
Holmfield, Keewatin, Ont., and Ninette. He liked living 
at Ninette near the lake, but he wanted his children to 
have a higher education, so he moved to Baldur where he 
lived for the rest of his life. 

George enjoyed all sports, fishing, hunting, curling, 
row-boating, swimming and skating. He was an en
thusiastic gardener, and was proud of his tomatoes. He 
had some lilies of the valley which his father had brought 
from their home in Ontario. He liked singing and sang at 
concerts. He could play several instruments, including 
the organ. He had many informal evenings in his living 
room with his friends and neighbours, and in the warm 

weather, people would gather outside to listen. 
George and his wife Jane had nine children: George 

Kenrick, Daireen, Fred, Archie, Thomas, Rose, Mary, 
Victor, and Jack. George died in 1944, and Jane died in 
1964. 

George Kenrick was born in 1902, and died in 1904. 
Daireen was born at Killarney. She trained to be a 

teacher and still taught after she married William Bobier, 
a homesteader from Meadow Lake, Sask. He is now 
deceased. They had two sons, Jim and Willie, who farm 
the homestead. Daireen is still living in the house her 
husband built at Makwa, Sask. 

Fred was born at Killarney. He learned the blacksmith 
trade from his father at Baldur and also took a course in 
engineering. He was the engineer at Chapleau, Ont. in an 
Indian residential school until he was called home to take 
over the Baldur Blacksmith Shop, because of his father's 
illness. He married Maude Smith in 1935, and they had 
three children, Florence, Mary and George. During the 
war, he served as petty officer on a Corvette in the 
Atlantic. After the war, Fred tore the old blacksmith 
shop down, and built a new one in its place. Later he 
moved the shop east of the Baldur Garage, to leave the 
former lot clear for the construction of the Baldur Hotel. 
When Fred retired, he moved his shop near the Baldur 
Creek, and Jerry DeBaets has built a new auto body shop 
on the lot. Fred was always active in church and com
munity affairs. He is always ready to lend a helping hand 
and is known for his generosity. 

Archie was born at Killarney. He learned the 
blacksmith trade from his father. He was a blacksmith 
for a few years at Makwa, Sask., where he met his future 
bride, Dorothy Bossett, whom he married in 1939. Archie 
and Dorothy came back to Ninette to blacksmith and 
built a house by the lake. They had four girls; Joan, 
Laura Mae, Lois and Betty. Archie was secretary
treasurer for Ninette School before it consolidated, and 
then he was a trustee for Turtle Mountain, S.D. for a few 
years. He took an active part in community affairs, 
especially Ninette Fair. 

Thomas was born at Ninga. He married Florence 
Hearn in 1934. They had· three children, Rochelle, 
Jeannie and Tom. Tom served as a petty officer on a 
destroyer during WW II. He was on the ship that took the 
troops to Pearl Harbor and had just left for China from 
Hawaii the day before the attack. He served on both the 
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. After the war, he worked as 
a navy fireman and retired a few years ago, after 30 years 
of service. He still lives with his wife at Victoria, B.C. 

Rose was born at Lena, Man. and married Harold 
Smith in 1935. They had seven children and are now 
retired on their farm south of Baldur. (See Harold Smith 
Family.) 

Mary was born at Ninette in 1919 and died in 1921. 
Victor was born at Lena and married Eleanor Cox in 

1940. They had two girls Dianne and Elaine. Vic joined 
the army and was captain in the 18th Canadian Ar
moured Car Reg., 12th Man. Dragoons. He received a 
medal from Queen Wilhelmina for service in Holland. 
After the war, he was manager for Eaton's in Edmonton. 
Victor and his wife Eleanor are both deceased. 

Jack was born and educated at Baldur. He learned the 
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blacksmith trade from his father. During the war, he was 
corporal in the 18th Reconnaissance Armoured Car Reg., 
12th Man. Dragoons. He married a Scottish girl, Agnes 
Aitken, while in Scotland. After the war he built a 
blacksmith shop and house at Elgin, Man. Jack and 
Agnes had three children, Annie, Andrew and Billie. 
Jack was an active community worker. He has been 
church warden for 25 years, and reeve of the 
Municipality of Whitewater for six years. Due to health 
problems, he has retired from blacksmithing and has 
been clerk of Whitewater Municipality for four years. 

THE STONE FAMILY IN CANADA 
HUDSON AND LEILA STONE FAMILY 

Hudson and Leila 

Edwin Hudson was born on Feb. 25, 1875, at Yewden 
Manor, Mill End, Hambledon, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire, England, the second in a family of eight: 
Thomas Orlando Stone; Edwin Hudson; Rupert Owen; 
Hilda Mary; Dorothy Bessie; Aubrey Edward; Lucy 
Mabel and Philip. 

Edwin Hudson Stone's parents, Orlando Edwin Stone, 
who was born Jan. 17, 1846, and Elizabeth Hudson, who 
was born May 29, at Quarles, near Wells-next-the-Sea, 
Norfolk, were married Oct. 16, 1872, at North Creake, 
Norfolk. 

At the age of six, Hudson went to a boarding school at 
Broadstairs, Kent. In his teens he attended a vocational 
school at Eastbourne where he took up carpentry. 

Hudson came to Canada in 1895, arriving in Winnipeg, 
and then to Rosser, Man., to do farm work. He next 
worked for the Elsons on 34-4-12 in the Argyle 
Municipality for one year at $5.00 per month. Enjoying 
this part of Manitoba, he took up a homestead in 1897 
which he called "Oakbank" on the NW 17-5-12. The 
homestead was four and a half miles northeast of 
Greenway, and five miles northwest of his post office, 
Mariapolis. With many French neighbours, he soon 
learned to speak and write French very well. 

As required on a homestead, he built a small house, a 
granary, a barn, and cultivated the required amount of 
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land. During the first two years Hudson welcomed visits 
from brothers Tom, Rupert and Aubrey and returned to 
England for a short stay with his family. A larger house 
was built in 1909, before Hudson's marriage to Leila 
Mary Margaret Burgh-Smeaton on Jan. 25, 1910. 

Ruth, Jack and Bessie. 

While on the homestead, Hudson and Leila were 
blessed with three children, Elizabeth (Bessie) Margaret, 
born Nov. 19, 1910; Eva Ruth, born Jan. 9, 1913; and 
John Edwin Hudson (Jack), born June 12, 1916. 

One of Hudson's experiences during the war (1914-
1918) was the occasion of selling a horse to the Army. He 
took a team and sleigh to Mariapolis with the horse for 
sale tied behind it. The need for horses was so great, that 
he was asked to sell a second horse. This he did and 
returned to the farm with one horse pulling the sleigh. 

In 1917, the Stones sold their homestead and took over 
the Smeaton farm, so they would be closer to a town, a 
school, and have a larger farm which included E 14-5-13, 
and NE 11-5-13. 

Hudson became a school trustee for Greenway School 
when Bessie started school, and remained on the board 
until Jack went to Baldur School in 1930. He also took a 
great interest in the Greenway Agricultural Society, and 

. worked long and hard for it. The Greenway fair was one 
of the great events every year and the whole family was 
involved. Leila took prizes for lady driver and cooking; 
the girls for their embroidery work; and Jack for riding 
horses and showing farm animals. 

The Stone family enjoyed all the activities in the 
Greenway community as well as the dances and sports 
days at Rock Lake. 

Hudson and Leila moved to Baldur in 1931, so Jack 
could go to High School, but Jack's heart was back on 
the farm, where Hudson and Jack returned in 1934. 
Fortunately the cattle, horses and equipment had stayed 
with the farm, so when they returned they were able to 
continue the task of tilling the soil. It was also in 1934, 
that Hudson and Jack had the Daigle brothers scrub by 
hand 15 acres in three weeks. Alex Graham by working 
from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. broke this land in two days. 

A much needed barn was built in 1941, with contractor 



J. Truelove. This was such a beautiful autumn that the 
construction began October 28, and the animals were 
moved into the new barn on December 8. Jack liked 
animals and this made chores much easier. 

Leila and Hudson sold their home in Baldur in 1945, 
and moved into Winnipeg where they lived until Hud
son's death on March 2, 1959. He was buried in Baldur 
Cemetery. After Hudson's death, Leila lived in their 
home until 1961, when she went to live in Burnaby, B.C. 
She is still living in her 92nd year and is fortuante to have 
her daughter living nearby. 

Bessie was the first to leave the fold when she took a 
business course in Winnipeg. After being employed in a 
real estate office for a few years, she married Syd 
Holmes. They now reside in Edmonton. They have two 
children: Sybil, Mrs. Frank Ciciarelli; and James 
Hudson. 

Ruth completed her high school in Baldur then at
tended normal school in Winnipeg to prepare for her 
eight year teaching career before marrying a high school 
sweetheart, John Hopcraft. They make their home in 
Burnaby, B.C. Their only child, Margaret married Al 
Parent. 

Doris and Jack on their wedding day in 
1943. 

Jack's marriage to Doris Strang on June 26, 1942, was 
followed by a honeymoon in Vancouver. On returning to 
Winnipeg by train, they bought 50 baby chicks, which 
Doris held in a box on her knee as they drove to the farm 
in a Model A coupe. Thus a mixed farming operation 
continued as Yorkshire pigs, Shorthorn cattle and grain 
were the main enterprises. A tractor replaced horsepower 
in 1945, and in 1946, Jack and Doris had the original 
farm house, which was built by Nelson Ramage about 
1900, repaired and brick-sided. Three exciting events in 
1949 were the purchase of the first combine; Jack and 
Doris buying the farm from Hudson; and the "hook-up" 
of rural electrification. To have such conveniences on a 
farm was a dream come true. Through the years Jack and 
Doris had many young local boys to whom they are 
grateful for their help. Because of this Doris was able to 
re-enter the teaching profession in 1958. She taught 

primary grades in Greenway and then in Baldur until 
June of 1975. These were busy but enjoyable years. 
Argyle Municipality has beautiful children. After 
planting his 45th crop in 1978, Jack decided to retire and 
was happy to sell the farm to a fine young couple, 
Gordon and Lauren Jones. Jack and Doris wish them as 
much happiness and as good harvests as they ex
perienced. 

It seems odd that Jack and Doris would move just west 
of Baldur to the Cleghorn house which is still on section 
14, in a different township. 

GEORGE AND MARY STONER FAMILY 

Standing: Florence and Marjorie. Seated. Mary and George. 

George and Mary Stoner came from England June 21, 
1906, on the "Empress of Ireland." They went to 
Wawanesa to farm, but Mary was not happy there. 
George, however, loved farming, but stayed for only six 
months and went to Carman, where he did odd jobs from 
snow shovelling'to getting groceries for neighbours. The 
next year, in July, 1907, Florence appeared on the scene. 
They stayed there three years. 

George then got a chance to work on the C.N.R. 
section crew in Carman and was there two more years. 
He then acquired his own section at Cardinal where they 
lived 18 months. George applied for Greenway and was 
section foreman for 40 some years until he retired after 47 
years of working for the C.N.R. 

George had Tom and Billy Vickers and Eli Desrochers 
working with him on the Greenway Section. 

Marjorie was born in 1913, at home. Dr. Cleghorn 
attended, as well as Nurse Robinson who stayed for some 
time as Mary was very ill. 

George passed away Oct. 13, 1956, and Mary died Feb. 
19, 1962. 

Marjorie and Florence both went to school in 
Greenway. Marjorie married Bill Craik and they lived in 
Winnipeg, until Marjorie died on March 4, 1976. Bill 
passed away March 4, 1979. 

Florence married in March of 1927, but later went as 
practical nurse to Ninette Sanatorium and stayed there 10 
years. She then went to Winnipeg and worked as an 
industrial nurse at MacDonald Bros., now known as 
Bristol Aero-Space. Florence was there for 23 years. She 
married again May 22, 1965. Florence and her husband 
still reside in Winnipeg. 
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CLIFFORD AND IRIS STORIE FAMILY 

Cliff and Iris 

Clifford Earl, third son of Tom and Ruby Storie, was 
born and raised on Storie Road in Old Kildonan, Man. 
He received his basic education at John Black School and 
then went on to West Kildonan Collegiate. 

He joined the Royal Canadian Signal Corps in 
February, 1942, at the age of 18, and was sent to England 
in June of that year. He spent the last two years of the 
war on the continent and was stationed in Germany when 
the war ended. He returned to Winnipeg, Dec. 31, 1945. 

Cliff met Iris Young, a registered nurse, working at 
Victoria Hospital, on Jan. 5,1946, and they were married 
May 11 of that year at the home of her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. W.J. Young, in Greenway, Man. 

They lived in Winnipeg for the next nine years while 
Cliff was employed by Christie Brown and Co. During 
this time four of their five children were born, all at 
Grace Hospital in Winnipeg; Kenneth William, Dec. 13, 
1948; Jerry Thomas, March 23, 1950; Donna Joan, July 
21, 1952; and Grant Allen, Jan. 6, 1954. Timothy Earl 
was born May 20, 1958, in Baldur Hospital. 

They came to the Rosehill district of Argyle in April, 
1955, and rented W 27-4-14. Two years later they bought 
this farm from Iris' parents. The first few years were very 
hard and lean. Although a far cry from the comforts and 
conveniences of city living to which they had become 
accustomed, there was really never a moment's wonder as 
to the wisdom of their move. They were kept busy, not 
only eking out a living from their land, their few milk 
cows, pigs and chickens, but also with the care and 
clothing of their young family. 

The old house, although recently renovated and ac
tually quite spacious, was long since showing its age of 
some 70 odd years. It was cold in winter and was leaky in 
the summer and was finally replaced with a new house in 
1967. 

Kenneth was already in school when they moved to 
Rosehill and he settled in fine to a country-type school 
and loved it. Mrs. Madge Holder was the teacher that 
year. He soon found, after a few trips, that the mile down 
the road to school wasn't that far after all. Later when 
Jerry started to school, the old Shetland Pony "Tiny" 
that Iris had grown up with, and driven to Excelsior 
School 20 years earlier, came back to make her home 
with them and the boys rode her to school for a couple of 
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years. Tiny was then 33 years old, and was still a joy to 
yet another family of young children. 

The second fall they were on the farm, their barn 
burned down, taking with it their entire winter's feed for 
their stock, and a lean-to bin of grain. Even before the 
realization of their loss had set in, friends and neighbours 
had gathered with help of all kinds. Within three weeks 
the milk cows were again in their stalls in a new barn and 
their winter feed insured. The wonder of good neigh
bours must be experienced to be believed. 

In 1960, Rosehill School was consolidated. School 
buses began to frequent the country roads and bring 
about their inevitable improvements. The Storie children, 
along with all others, became part of the bus-riding 
generation. All continued their education in the old 
Baldur High School. 

Left: Jonah and Geoffrey. Right: Bev and Ken. 

Ken went on to Brandon University, where he received 
his B.A. and B. Ed. He taught school at Princess Har
bour in northern Manitoba for two years, and was 
principal at Ninette School for one year. He married 
Beverly Wallace of Belmont, Man., on March 15, 1969, 
and they have two sons, Jonah Blair, born April, 1972; 
and Geoffry Paul, born April, 1976. They now reside in 
Melita, Man., where Ken teaches school and music. 

Jerry holding Lindsay, Betty 
holding Bengi. 

Jerry went to Brandon University where he received his 
B.A., then on to the University of Manitoba for his M.A. 
in Sociology. He married Betty Embury of Baldur, Man., 
on Sept. 12, 1970, and they have a daughter, Lindsay 
Dawn, born May 26, 1976, and a son, Benjamin Thomas, 
born Sept. 11, 1977. They moved to Flin Flon in 1975, 
where Jerry took up the position of guidance counsellor 



Back Row: David and Donna. Front 
Row: Pamela and Paul. 

in the junior high school. In 1979, he took a teaching 
position there, where he has remained. In November of 
1981, he was elected M.L.A. for the N.D.P. in that 
northern constituency. 

When Donna finished school she joined the work force 
of McKenzie Seeds Ltd. in Brandon, where she was 
trained in bookkeeping. She worked there for four years, 
then went to work for the Bank of Commerce. She 
married David August, a former resident of Baldur, Sept. 
2, 1972. They have a daughter, Pamela Joan, born April, 
1977, and a son Paul Darren, born Feb. 4, 1979. They 
live in Brandon, where Dave is employed as a lab 
technologist at Brandon General Hospital. 

In May, 1973, before settling down to raise their 
families Ken and Bev, Jerry and Betty, and Donna and 
Dave, took a trip together. They rented a van to ac
commodate six (in England), and spent three weeks 
touring Britain. Jerry and Betty spent another three 
weeks touring the continent by Eurail. All returned home 
to settle down to their professions and the joys of raising 
a family. 

Dale, Grant and Carol. 

Grant tried several different jobs and kinds of work, 
before deciding to further his education. However, he did 
finally settle on a career in electronics and after 
graduating from Assiniboine Community College in 
June, 1977, he took a position with National Cash 
Registers and he is still with that company. The field of 
electronics is moving ahead so rapidly that they send him 
to their own university in Dayton, Ohio, for about two 

Debbie and Tim 

months every year to keep him updated. He married 
Carol Schmitz, of Brandon, Man., in July, 1974, and 
they have one son, Dale, born in March, 1979. They 
reside in Brandon, Man. 

Timothy went on to the University of Manitoba for a 
year then changed to the University of Winnipeg, where 
he is still working on a four-year science degree. He met 
Debbie Vanderstoel at the University of Winnipeg, where 
she was working toward her B. Ed. They were married in 
January, 1979. After touring the continent and Britain 
for two months, they returned and have since resumed 
their studies at the University of Winnipeg. 

Shortly after school buses started running, Cliff 
became a spare driver on different routes. Later he had 
his own bus and route. Then, when the division took over 
all transportation, and supplied the buses, he was hired as 
a driver for the division and is still driving. 

As the children grew, Iris responded more readily to 
the request for her assistance at the Baldur Hospital. In 
1959, she became a full-time staff nurse. In January, 
1980, during the absence of Mrs. K. Gordon, due to 
illness, she became acting director of nursing and in 
September, 1980, upon Mrs. Gordon's retirement she 
was invited to take the position of director of nursing. 

They still reside on their farm and Cliff enjoys a huge 
garden. The land is rented to their neighbour, Harold 
Gillis. Cliff is an active member of the Masonic Lodge 
and belongs to most of its concordant bodies. He is also a 
member of the Brandon and District Shrine Club 
Oriental Band. 

Gudjon and lnga 
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GUDJON AND INGA SVEINSSON STORM 
FAMILY 

Gudjon was born at Gudmundarstodum in Vop
nafirdi, on Feb. 7, 1856. His parents were Svein Jonsson 
and Gudrun Jonsdottir. Gudjon immigrated to Canada 
in 1879, and to his homestead S 36-6-15, in 1882. His 
mother joined him there. He sold the homestead to his 
brother, Arni, and bought SE 14-6-14. 

Gudjon married Ingiridur (Inga) Sigurdardottir on 
July 16, 1897. Inga was born at Vopnafirdi, Iceland on 
Aug. 31, 1879. Her mother was Helga Asmundsdottir 
and her father was Sigurdur Andresson. Inga's uncles 
were Bjorn and Andres Anderson who lived northeast of 
Grund Church. 

Gudjon and Inga had seven children: Svein married 
and lives at Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Gudlaug married and 
lives in the United States; Sigurdur lives on his father's 
farm; Krist jan married and lives in Calgary, Alta.; 
Fridjon and Murray married and live in Vancouver, B.C. 
and Helga who died in 1926. 

Gudjon was a quiet well-liked man who was hospitable 
and gracious as was his wife. They readily accepted 
Canadian customs. They were good community workers 
and belonged to the Frelsis Church at Grund. 

Gudjon sold his farm to Jonas Helgason and bought 
SE 10-7-14, southeast of Glenboro. He passed away 
November, 1936 and was buried in Grund Cemetery. His 
wife, Inga, died on Oct. 12, 1970, at Betel and was buried 
beside her husband at Grund Cemetery. 

BJOSSI STRANG 

Arnbjorn (Bjossi) Strang was the son of Johannes and 
Gudrun Strang. 

Johannes and Gudrun Strang had two sons and three 
daughters. They moved to the Grund District in 1884, 
and farmed E l3-6-14 until 1907. In 1917, Bjossi bought 
W 24-5-14. 

Bjossi farmed there until he sold the farm and moved 
into Baldur. He bought a lot which is now owned by the 
Baptist Church. 

When he came to Baldur he delivered coal with a team 
of horses. When homes were no longer heated by coal, 
Bjossi sold his horses and retired. 

Bjossi was indebted to Viola Frederickson for the care 
she gave him until his death on April 26, 1972. 

PETER AND AGNES STRANG FAMILY 
HENRY STRANG 

In the early 1880's the four Strang boys, Peter, Henry, 
John and James, were reaching adulthood on the family 
farm near Exeter in Huron County in Ontario. Although 
this was a rich farming area, most of the land had been 
occupied 30 years earlier, so the father, John Strang, 
looked west to the virgin lands of Manitoba for his sons. 

In 1882, John bought the family's first western farm 
from the C.P.R. After taking the train through the 
United States he walked in from Emerson to look at his 
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James, Peter and Henry. 

property, 25-4-14. Pleased with what he saw, he returned 
to Ontario. The next year, 1883, eldest son Peter came 
west to make preparations for him and Henry to start 
homesteading in the following year. 

The following January, 1884, found Peter and Henry 
busy buying things for their trip west. With $1,000 from 
their father and $750 saved from Peter's teaching salary, 
they purchased three horses, a bull and cow, a wagon, a 
sleigh, two Verity ploughs, harrows, a stove, furniture, 
clothing, numerous tools, hardware and quantities of 
lumber, including 2,000 feet of pine that cost $37.00. Not 
forgetting their livestock's health, they stocked an animal 
medicine chest with bottles of brandy and castor oil, 
salts, three laxative balls, turpentine, sulphur, six ounces 
of nitre, sponges, conditional powders, carbolic acid and 
blue ointment. 

With their preparations complete, Peter and Henry 
loaded their new possessions into a railway car and 
started west on March 18. After travelling through the 
States, via Minneapolis, Fergus Falls and Grand Forks, 
they entered Manitoba at Gretna and reached the end of 
the C.P .R. line at Manitou on March 25. There they were 
met by Mr. E.C. Montague on March 28, who drove 
them to his home adjacent to their section in the Argyle 
district. 

Their first priority upon arriving on their property was 
the construction of a stable for their livestock. After 
buying shingles and 1,500 feet of elm lumber from the 
sawmill at the west end of Rock Lake, they held a barn 
raising. For this they were careful to invite, among 
others, James McClellan, James Craig, John Porter and 
Sam Kernighan as these men could build dovetail cor
ners. They also built a 14 by 14 foot shanty to live in as 
the old house they had occupied to that time "was alright 
when it was dry but very unsatisfactory when it rained". 
Wanting a well dug, Peter and Henry did spring plowing 
for neighbour Harry Clark whl), in turn, dug a well for 
them - happily finding water at l3 feet. 

They started seeding that year on April 25 and 26, 



when they sowed lOacres of wheat. A few days later, on 
May 6 and 7, they sowed the same amount of oats. This 
was on land that had been broken the previous year for 
them by the Bremner brothers. They then started 
breaking land themselves and found that their long
handled Verity ploughs were able to break the dry sod 
that spring when the long-beamed, short-handled prairie 
breakers couldn't. After flattening down the "kinks" on 
the breaking with Mr. J. Huffman's roller they planted 
barley, flax and more oats. 

Although late May and early June were dry, rain came 
about June 20, so they had fairly good crops that year. 
Mr. James Craig, with his Massey binder, started cutting 
wheat on August 22, and they finished the harvesting of 
the barley, oats and flax on September 13. Mr. E.C. 
Montague came with his horse-powered threshing 
machine on September 18, and they completed threshing 
in one and a half days. Their wheat yielded 19 bushels per 
acre, the oats 40 and the barley about 30. The price of 
wheat that winter was 65¢ per bushel and oats 25¢. They 
had very little to sell and so had only one load to haul to 
the railway at Manitou, a distance of 40 miles. 

Both being bachelors at that time, Peter and Henry had 
to depend upon some of the ladies of the neighbourhood 
for different domestic jobs. Mrs. McLellan often did 
washing for them, charging typically 40¢ to 75¢. She and 
Mrs. J .A. Huffman also did baking, charging $2.75 for 
the 100 pounds of flour and $1.25 for the effort. Katie 
McLellan came to help with the housekeeping for four 
and a half days during threshing one year and received 
$2.25 for her work. 

In addition to these expenses, other costs that they 
typically faced at that time were taxes of $13.11 on each 
of the three sections, 35-4-14, 17-4-14 and 25-4-14, that 
the Strang family now owned; $2.05 for a year's sub
scription to the "Free Press", 25¢ for a meal in Manitou; 
$1.00 for 16 loaves of bread; and 60¢ for a gallon coal oil 
for their lamps. 

Although the first two years were difficult financially 
for them, Peter and Henry continued to improve their 
property and were soon prospering. After Peter married, 
Henry proceeded to build a fine house for himself in 
1888. Unfortunately, his brother John then died quite 
suddenly of appendicitis and Henry left Argyle and 
returned to take over the home farm in Ontario. There he 
married and raised a family of nine children. Although 
the Strang name has now disappeared from the Argyle 
district, it continues on the home farm, along with 
considerable other acreages, which two of Henry's 
grandsons continue to operate to-day in Ontario. 

In January, 1885, Peter went back to Huron County, 
Ont. to marry Agnes Stewart, daughter of friends and 
neighbours in the Scottish settlement of Hensall. Agnes 
was a talented teacher whose hobbies included oil 
painting and writing poetry. She was soon an enthusiast 
for the west, writing poems about the wild geese and 
crocus in Manitoba. 

Agnes had brought her portable organ west and the 
next summer, a Sunday school was started in their house 
with two dozen pupils. 

Peter was elected reeve of Argyle Municipality and 
justice of the peace in 1887. In December, 1888, he was 

sent to Winnipeg by his fellow councillors to interview 
Manitoba's Premier Greenway to secure support so that 
the Northern Pacific Railway would build a line through 
Argyle, south of the Tiger Hills. Parts of Argyle were 18 
miles from the nearest railway. Understandably the 
premier was interested, because in the next election his 
new constituency would include the eastern half of the 
Municipality of Argyle. It is not then surprising that the 
premier accompanied Peter to visit the railway 
management and that the line was built in 1889. For the 
first time, Greenway, Belmont, Baldur and Hilton areas 
had rail service. 

Much of the municipal planning was done in the 
winter. Prairie blizzards did not deter these pioneers from 
meetings for they wore their buffalo coats, fur caps and 
felt boots. Peter was proud that no school was ever closed 
in Argyle for lack of funds. 

An important part of the Strang's family life was the 
Presbyterian Church. As well as for meeting for worship 
the church services gave the new settlers a chance to 
become acquainted with their neighbours. 

Agnes and Peter Strang's two children, John and 
Margaret, were born during those years. As Peter was 
reeve of Argyle at the time, it was decided that John's 
middle name would be Argyle. 

Forty years later Peter wrote of his days as reeve: 
"One thing I learned while holding office was, that it is a 
privilege of the public to criticize the acts of a public 
servant and that he should welcome that criticism, and if 
possible profit by it and never be displeased so long as the 
critic is sincere. " 

When Peter left Argyle in 1894, to complete his 
university course and attend theological college, he was 
honored by the municipality by being presented with an 
artistic illuminated address and watch. 

After completing his studies, Peter was the 
Presbyterian minister in Virden for 14 years, moving to 
Regina in 1911, to become Superintendent of Missions 
for southern Saskatchewan. 

Peter and Agnes' retirement years were happily spent 
writing family histories and a book on the "History of 
the Missions in Southern Saskatchewan", as well as a 
booklet on the life of Christ arranged chronologically. 

Peter died suddenly in 1934 at the age of 78. He left 
many happy memories of a life spent in service to others. 

Peter Strang, with a great deal of energy and en
thusiasm, enjoyed a variety of careers in three Canadian 
provinces. 

JAMES AND ANNIE STRANG 
FAMILY 

James Strang and Annie Lovell were married at 
Wroxeter, Ont., Feb. 25, 1891. They came to their farm 
about four miles south of Baldur in early March of that 
year. James had been out in 1890 to spend a winter on the 
farm; first operated by his brother Henry who, having 
built a house on N 25-4-14, had returned to Ontario in 
1888. 
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Mary, Jean, Harry, Katherine and Margaret at back. Front: James and 
Annie. 

Annie Strang was no stranger to the west. She had 
come with her brothers to a location south of Prince 
Albert known as Duck Lake in the early spring of 1885. 
The Northwest Rebellion was threatening, so white 
women were brought back down the "Old Humboldt 
Trail". Annie Lovell came as far as Oak Lake, Man., 
where she stayed for a year with the Scotts before 
returning to Ontario. 

James and Annie travelled with few comforts on their 
honeymoon. The train was known as "Settler's Effects", 
being part freight and part passenger cars. The freight 
was transferred by horsepower in Winnipeg from CPR to 
Canadian Northern branch line to Baldur. It was here 
they farmed until the 1920's, the farm then having ex
tended eastward to form a section of land. 

The Strang home was a place of hospitality where 
Annie, a real homemaker, performed all the household 
arts known to pioneer women. The children had their 
duties while their mother did all their sewing for many 
years. Church, as well as school, had a large place in the 
life of the family. First they attended Presbyterian 
Church; and when it closed, the Methodist Church. This 
church boasted a good Sunday school with a wonderful 
library sponsored by Lou Schultz, the superintendent at 
that time. They were well-prepared for the United 
Church of Canada in 1925. During the years spent on the 
farm, James served on school and church boards and as 
Reeve of Argyle Municipality. Following a disastrous fire 
which burned 14 horses and the year's crop, the Strangs 
retired to Winnipeg in the early 1920's. James later 
returned for a time to help his son Harry with the 
operation of the Baldur Garage. 

Winnipeg was never like home to James; when his 
good friend, J.S. Conibear, who had retired to Victoria, 
kept inviting James and Annie to enjoy that climate, they 
decided to move there in 1926. Even then their hearts 
were still on the prairie and each year, as long as health 
permitted, they returned to Manitoba to visit their five 
families. They celebrated their golden wedding at their 
home in Victoria on Feb. 25, 1941. Their deaths came 
within five weeks of each other in the autumn of 1945. 
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The Strang union was blessed with a family of five; 
Jean Lovell, Henry Gordon, Mary Elizabeth, Margaret 
Annie and Katherine Victoria. The family attended Huff 
School and graduated from Baldur High School. Later 
Jean, Margaret and Katherine went on to train as 
teachers. Mary attended Manitoba Agricultural College 
in the homemakers course and later trained as a nurse in 
Winnipeg General Hospital. Harry attended Manitoba 
Agricultural College, preparing to farm until WWI in
terrupted his plans. 

Jean taught briefly at Zephyr School, later near Virden 
and finally at Elkhorn. She married Carman Whiteford, 
making their home on a farm near Virden. The chief 
interest on their generally diversified farm was poultry. 
Carman worked with Hambley Hatchery and later with 
the Dominion Poultry Department. Jean was a member 
of the University of Manitoba Board of Governors for 10 
years and served on the Liquor Enquiry Commission in 
1954-1955. They remained on the farm until 1955, when 
they retired to Virden. Their two children are: Dr. James 
and Marion (Mrs. George Wilson). Carman died in May 
of 1980, following a long illness. Jean continues to enjoy 
life in Virden. 

As Harry remained in the municipality for his entire 
life a more detailed history follows. 

Mary married Dr. Walter Tisdale, their home being in 
Winnipeg where Walter was a much-loved physician. He 
was a student of nature who promoted wildlife en
terprises in Canada and the United States and gave 
generous support to the Museum of Man and Nature in 
Winnipeg. While he and Mary were not blessed with 
children, they were ever-mindful of nieces and nephews 
as well as having two children from England for six years 
during WWII. Elizabeth and Phyllis Brandon became 
part of their family. Walter died in September, 1960. 
Mary still resides in Winnipeg. 

Margaret married Dr. Alex Goodwin, whose practice 
first took them to Saskatchewan. Then, following 
postgraduate work in Edinburgh, they settled in Win
nipeg where Alex became a well-known obstetrician, 
much revered by his patients and later associated with the 
Manitoba Clinic. Margaret enjoyed many interesting 
hobbies, not the least of which was her happy home. 
Shortly after retirement they moved to Victoria where 
they remain. Their children are Mary (Mrs. Don Kin
cade), and Dr. David. 

Katherine taught briefly at Excelsior School and later 
near Virden. She married Cowley Webster and they 
farmed in the Two Creeks area where Cowley became 
very well-known as a breeder of Aberdeen Angus cattle. 
Katherine was a very ardent supporter of this venture and 
has also served on Women's Institute and library boards 
for many years. She and Cowley remain strong sup
porters of the Virden Agricultural Society. Following a 
dispersal sale of their herd in October, 1966, they later 
retired to Virden where they are still very active. They 
have two children: Lois (Mrs. Ralph Tanner) and Kent. 

James and Annie Strang's marriage has to date 
produced a sizeable family tree with branches spreading 
internationally and totalling 5 children, 9 grandchildren, 
20 great-grandchildren, 16 great-great-grandchildren ... 
and the beat goes on ... 



HARRY AND JENNY STRANG 
FAMILY 

Harry and Jennie on their wedding day in 1917. 

Henry Gordon (Harry), only son of James and Annie 
Strang, was born at "Borland Grove", 25-4-14, on July 
23, 1893. Following his Manitoba Agricultural College 
training, Harry and Jennie McLennan were married on 
Oct. 24, 1917. After farming with his father until April, 
1918, Harry trained at Camp Hughes and went overseas 
with the Canadian army in July of the same year. It was 
spring in 1919, when Harry returned from military 
service and he worked that summer with Barager Bros. of 
Elm Creek. In November of 1919, Harry and Jennie 
purchased N 36-4-13 from Mrs. Sinclair and farmed 
there, two miles south of Greenway, until 1940. 

It was there that their three daughters were born: 
Marguerite Jean in 1920; Doris May in 1921; and Anne 
Lovell in 1926. With Harry's fondness of horses, he 
encouraged the girls to drive a horse and buggy or cutter 
to school. It was also a means of transporting the bottled 
milk, which the girls delivered each morning in Greenway 
before school. Just to test the "horse sense" of "Old 
Dick", the school pony, Marguerite and Doris decided to 
sit with their backs to the dashboard on the way home 
from school and see if Dick would know enough to turn 
the homeward corner. Dick not only turned the right 
corner, but also swung right to meet a car. Anne's 
shetland pony "Dolly", hitched to a small car, jiggled 
them to school after "Old Dick" died. 

Baldur High School followed, where Doris and 
Marguerite did light-housekeeping in one room of a 
house. By taking a food box from home and paying 50¢ 
each for rent, they managed on $1 each per week. 

Following illness in 1923, Harry's health gradually 
failed and he depended on Jennie and hired men to 
operate the farm. A hail storm in 1940, after a series of 
poor years, was the determining factor in forcing Harry 
and Jennie to retire to Baldur. 

Jennie worked in the millinery and dress shop while 
Anne completed her high school in Baldur. Harry and 
Jennie continued to take a special interest in the United 
Church and other community activities. 

Harry passed away in 1960, and Jennie maintained her 
home, making cookies and quilts until her death in 
November, 1979. 

Marguerite helped on the farm until her marriage to 
Hersel Lockerby on Nov. 3, 1939. (See Lockerby 
history.) 

Doris taught school on a permit at Marchand before 
attending normal school in 1941-1942. That year the class 
spent the month of June at Gimli Camp so military men 
could use the normal school building. During 1942-1943 
Doris taught Mylor School, south of Cartwright, and 
Rosehill School. On June 26, 1943 Doris married Jack 
Stone. (See Stone history.) 

Anne and Ted. 

Anne also taught on a permit at Huff School before 
attending teachers' college which prepared her for the 
three years that she taught the primary room in Treherne 
Elementary School. On July 8, 1950 Anne married Ted 
Fisher. 

Ted was born at Deal Kent, England on Oct. 31, 1921, 
only son of the late Jack and Margaret Fisher. In 1925 
Ted and his father sailed for Canada following the death 
of Mrs. Fisher, leaving an infant sister Kathleen, in 
England. Ted and his dad found a Canadian home 
waiting for them with Mr. and Mrs. George Biles. Mrs. 
Biles was a sister of Mrs. Jack Fisher, and left Ted with 
many fond memories of childhood years while attending 
Mimir School with the Biles cousins. Following his 
school years, Ted helped farmers in the Baldur area 
before joining the R.C.A.F. in 1940. He attended 
Manning Depot in Brandon, trained at St. Thomas, Ont., 
and Dafoe, Sask., before serving with the 430 Fighter 
Squadron part of 39th reconnaissance wing in England, 
France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. It was while in 
England that Ted visited with his sister for the first time. 
Ted returned to Canada in August, 1945. Following his 
discharge, Ted had a trucking business for two years, and 
then worked with Flin Flon Mining and Smelting Co. for 
one and half years. Ted then started working as an agent 
for United Grain Growers. He worked in Killarney, 
Hartney, and Fannystelle. While in Fannystelle, Ted 
married Anne, and it was there they enjoyed 10 happy 
years. During that time, a son Gordon, was born in 1952, 
and a daughter Margaret in 1955, completed their family. 
Ted died on Dec. 27, 1973. Anne moved to Carman, 
Man., in 1978, where she is teaching. 

667 



ERVIN AND MARTHA STRATFORD 
FAMILY 

Martha Amelia Playfair, daughter of "Little John" 
Playfair and Ervin Stratford were married in Playfair
ville, Ont. in 1873. They were agricultural people who 
spent part of each year in the lumber industry. By 1880, 
the lumber industry was dwindling and the 100-acre 
concessions had been divided up, leaving a bleak future 
for farm people. 

So Ervin and Martha Stratford and three boys, George 
eight years; John, six years; and Fred, three years, joined 
the great land rush to the west. In March of 1882, the 
Stratfords packed up all they owned and with a team of 
horses and a wagon, loaded a car of "settler's effects" 
for shipment by boat and train to Emerson, Man., the 
closest rail point, 130 miles from the homestead. The 
weather was not pleasant when they arrived at Emerson 
in late March. The winter's snow had melted but new 
snow and slush had come, the trail conditions were bad. 
As happened to nearly every settler, some of their effects 
were stolen enroute. The worst loss for Ervin and Martha 
was the wagon, which disappeared without a trace or 
suspect. Ervin was an ingenious man and went to a 
lumber yard, bought some planks and built a stone-boat. 
To this contraption he spiked down their boxes, attached 
a hitch for the team and they were off for the homestead. 
Martha and the boys sat as comfortably as they could on 
the boxes and survived that awful trip to Otenaw. Here 
they met Martha's father and brothers, A.W. and 
Bernard, who came in 1881. 

Ervin and Martha quickly set to work to prove up the 
homestead, 4-5-13. They built a house and seven more 
children were born in the next 16 years: Nettie was born 
in 1882, just three months after their arrival at Otenaw, 
Annie was born on April 24, 1885; Ernest was born on 
June 29, 1887; Norman Ervin was born in 1890 (only 
lived a few days); Myrtle was born in 1891, and died in 
1912; Evelyn was born in 1894; and Clarence, the 
youngest, in 1898. 

The Stratford family were prospering and acquiring 
more land, but in 1889, their house burned, taking 
treasures brought from Ontario with it. As it was mid
winter, the family lived with neighbours, friends and 
relatives until a new dwelling was erected by late spring 
and the family was re-united. 

The next 13 years saw this pioneer family prosper with 
good crops, and increased livestock herds. Martha, like 
other pioneer women, was a heroine to manage the 
chores allotted to her without the convenience of ap
pliances. Neighbour helped neighbour to build barns, 
granaries and later, schools and churches and before long 
a community was established. 

George married Grace Johnson (daughter of 
Phylander Johnson) and lived in the west. They had two 
children, Marjorie and Lester. 

John Playfair Stratford married May Ritchie and 
raised eight children. 

Fred died in 1904. 
Annette married Ralph Gray. After his death in 1955, 

she married Vincent Lloyd. She died at age 90, in 1972. 
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Annie married Lyman Robinson in 1903 (see Lyman 
Robinson history). 

Ernest married Maude Dalzell. They raised four 
children; Gerald, Stanley, Beatrice and Myrtle. 

Myrtle married Jay Leslie but she died in 1912, leaving 
a three-year-old daughter, Eilene. 

Evelyn married Tommy Crampton. She died in 1972. 
Clarence, the youngest son, remained a bachelor until 

his death in 1953. 
Ervin and Martha both died in 1924; Martha in April 

at age 72; and Ervin in June at age 76. 

GEORGE AND EMMA SUTHERLAND 
FAMILY 

George Sinclair Sutherland brought his family to the 
Victoria district in Argyle Municipality in 1937, renting 
SE 17-6-14 from Mrs. Florence Sampson. 

George was born on a farm at Elmwood, Ont., April 
17, 1879, the youngest of four children born to David and 
Helen (Fowler) Sutherland. After he grew up, he worked 
for farmers in the area and then worked in a blacksmith 
shop in Hanover for a time, where he received his ap
prenticeship in the blacksmith trade. He then went to the 
U.S.A. and worked in the state of Michigan for a year. 

He came to Manitoba in 1904, settling on a farm at 
Waskada. In the fall of 1906, he returned to Ontario for 
the winter months and in March, 1907, he married Emma 
Christina Heath. She was born March 14, 1883, the third 
youngest of 12 children born to Levi and Caroline 
(Kaercher) Heath of Mildmay, Ont. Together they came 
west and settled on the groom's farm. 

There were five children born to this union; Evelyn, 
Stanley, Pauline and Milton. One daughter passed away 
at birth. The four children attended the Hernefield 
School, south ofWaskada. 

When the "Dirty Thirties" came, George decided to 
look for greener pastures. He was able to locate a section 
at Menteith, where the crops weren't too bad and the 
grass was greener for the livestock, so he moved there in 
1934, but George continued to put the crop in on the 
farm at Waskada for the next two years until they moved 
to the Victoria-Hecla district. Both Milton and Pauline 
attended Hecla School. In 1939, they moved a mile north 
to the Bill Ekin farm which Stanley still owns. Evelyn 
lived on the farm until 1975, when she moved into 
Glenboro. 

Stanley married Ethel (Jones) J ewsbury in 1971, and 
they reside in Glenboro. 

Milton married Blanche Barker in 1952. He bought a 
quarter just half a mile from home known as the John 
Helgason farm. He built a house and barn and other 
buildings. Blanche passed away in 1960. Milton still lives 
on his farm. They had no family. 

Pauline married Alex Clemis. (See Alex Clemis 
History). 

George Sutherland passed away in 1952, and Emma 
passed away in 1957. They are buried in Glenboro 
Cemetery. 



CHARLIE AND MAY SUTTON FAMILY 

C.W. (Charlie) Sutton came to Manitoba from 
Gloucestershire, England, by boat to St. John, N.B., 
then by train to Winnipeg in March, 1925, and lived with 
the late Mr. J.E. Brinkworth. He purchased SE 25-3-14 
from J.E. Brinkworth in April, 1929, and went to live on 
this farm in 1931. 

He married Edna May McKenzie on Nov. 16, 1934. 
She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. McKenzie and 
lived with her family of one sister Ettie, and three 
brothers, Donald, Alex and Murdock. They were all born 
on their grandfather's homestead, NE 12-4-14. Mr. J. 
McKenzie owned and farmed the W 7-4-13 and W 17-4-
l3 until he retired to live in Baldur. 

Charlie and May had two children, John and Arlene. 
John was born in 1937, and took his schooling at 

Wigton. He married Gwen Hill, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernie Hill of Belmont, on Oct. 10, 1964. They have 
three children, Harlie, Timithy, and Pamela, who all go 
to school in Glenora. John, Gwen and family now live on 
SW 25-3-14. 

Arlene (Arlie) was born in 1941, and took her 
schooling at Wigton and Baldur. She married Cyril 
Warrener, son of Harry and Ivy Warrener of Baldur, on 
May 18, 1962. Arlie and Cyril now live in Winnipeg, 
where they are both employed. They have two children, 
Perry and Onalea. 

In 1957, Charlie bought N 23-3-14 from W. 
Frederickson. This land was formerly known as the 
Preston Pasture and was also noted for its two Lime 
Kilns. 

ARNI AND GUDRUN SVEINSSON 
FAMILY 

Gudrun and Ami. 

Translated from A.J. Oleson's contributions to "The 
Saga of Icelanders in the Western World". which ap
peared in Thorgeirson's Almanac 1939. (An annual 
publication in Winnipeg) 

Ami, one of the first Icelandic pioneers in Manitoba, 
and one of the most notable leaders among his com-

patriots during half a century, was born at Tunga farm
stead at the tip of Faskrudsfjordur, on Nov 6, 1851. His 
father was Sveinn Amason who lived and farmed at 
Tunga. His mother was Ingibjorg Bjornsdottir, whose 
mother WaS Anna Hallgrimsdottir from Stora Snaefell. 

Ami grew up at Tunga and Kirkjubol with his parents. 
In his youth his inclinations turned to outfitting and 
building of boats, at which he worked during the last few 
years he lived in his native land. He immigrated to 
Canada in 1876, in the company of Jon Jonsson of 
Gilsarstekk, who eventually became his father-in-law. 
This was the year in which the greatest number of people, 
approximately 1300, emigrated from Iceland. This was 
the second group to arrive at Gimli, and they were 
referred to as "The Large Group". The first group 
arrived in 1875. They travelled directly to "New 
Iceland", Gimli, where Ami lived for four and a half 
years, before moving to Winnipeg for nearly two years 
where he worked at carpentry on an hourly basis. Ac
cording to his own report, that was where he first got 
upon his feet financially. 

In 1882, he moved to Argyle, and homesteaded SE 16-
6-14, but later purchased N 23-6-14 on the beautiful ridge 
a short distance south of Glenboro, where he built up one 
of the most progressive farmsteads in the district. He 
quickly expanded his operations, and took his place 
among the most prosperous farmers in the area. He was 
an excellent carpenter, and versatile in every respect, as 
well as being exceptionally diligent. He built an expensive 
home, and a sturdy, voluminous and convenient barn to 
house all animals and produce. The conveniences in this 
barn included a driveway through the loft, with hay 
storage on one side, and grain bins on the other which 
could be emptied through a chute into wagon boxes at 
ground level. A root cellar was provided under one of the 
driveway ramps. Water was plumbed from an indoor 
well to different areas of the barn for indoor watering of 
stock. In addition to this, he constructed large buildings 
for others in the neighbourhood, including Grund 
Church in co-operation with Baering Hallgrimsson, and 
Baldur School in 1905, and Baldur Lutheran Church in 
1907. 

Ami's participation in general affairs was greater than 
that of the average citizen, and he vigorously pursued the 
accomplishment of whatever he took in hand. Civic, 
church and temperance affairs concerned him greatly, 
and he wrote about these matters in a sensitive and 
sincere manner. He was a municipal councillor for years, 
and was prominent on the school board and church 
board. He often addressed gatherings and worked 
diligently in the "Good Templar" organization which 
worked for prohibition of liquor outlets. 
. Ami went to Iceland in 1919, as a delegate to the 
annual shareholders convention of "Eining", "Icelandic 
Steamship Co." Before he set forth, a gathering was held 
in his honour, where he was given an expression of the 
thanks and respect of his fellow citizens, along with the 
gift of a club bag with an engraved silver plate. 

Ami's wife was Gudrun Helga Jonsdottir Jonssonar 
from Gilsarstekk, (see Jon Jonsson) in Breidal, eastern 
Iceland. Her mother was Gudny Sigurdardottir An
toniussonar at Skalar, Berufjardarstrond. 
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Gudrun was a remarkable woman, exceptionally 
capable and tireless, an excellent judge of people, and an 
ornament to her status as a young woman, and as a 
housewife and mother. She was personable, wise, gentle 
and patient. 

Ami was a respected and very capable man, though of 
a quick temperament. He was never the same after the 
death of his son Valdimar, a person of promising manly 
qualities, who at the age of 27, in a sorrowful manner lost 
his life when a well he was digging caved in on him. 

Ami lived in Glenboro during his later years, where he 
died on March 7, 1928, at the age of 77 years. 

Subsequent to her husband's death Gudrun lived with 
her daughter, Ingibjorg Eggertson who cared for her with 
love and devotion when her health declined. She died at 
Baldur on June 27, 1938. 

Ami and Gudrun had 11 children. 
Jon was born in 1877. (See Jon Sveinsson History). 
Svein was born in 1879. Svein spent a few years at the 

east coast, subsequently making his home with his 
brother John, working for him and farming his own land 
NW 33-6-14 as well. He passed away in 1966. 

Carl Daniel was born in 1881 and died in 1882. 
Gudny was born in 1883. She married Gunnar Mat

thiason. They lived in Seattle, and later in Los Angeles. 
They were both very prominent in Icelandic cultural 
activities in both cities. They had four children: Elin, 
Helen, Thora, and Ami. 

Ingibjorg was born in 1885, and married Halldor J. 
Eggertson. Halldor and Ingibjorg lived in Baldur for a 
few years where he was in 'the hardware business. They 
had four children: Ami, Diddy, Margaret and Edwina. 
They then lived in Winnipeg where Halldor died young. 
Ingibjorg lived in Glenboro where she raised her family 
of four. She was an accomplished seamstress. Ingibjorg 
passed away in 1978. 

Kristjana (Jan a) was born in 1888. Jana became a 
schoolteacher and taught at Thor School and at Frey. She 
married Oscar Hallgrimson, and they lived in Edmonton 
where he managed the Dreamland Theatre. They moved 
to Los Angeles where Oscar died. Thereafter Jana lived 
in Brandon, and at Killarney. She is now deceased. Their 
family are Helene Hall of Vancouver, B.C., and Albert 
Hallgrimson of Glenboro who married Evelyn Johnson. 
Albert and Evelyn have three children, Lome, Heather, 
and Sharon. 

Krist jan (Chris) was born in 1890. Chris married Olina 
Oddson. They farmed briefly on SW 22-6-14 and then 
moved to Seattle where Chris died in middle age. He was 
versatile and a very good carpenter. They had a family of 
three: Florence, Phyllis, and Donald. 

Albert, born in 1893, married Anna Johannson. They 
took over the Sveinsson family farm, but moved to 
Charleswood in the late 1930's. Albert worked in 
Winnipeg and then in Victoria, B.C. as a cabinetmaker. 
After several years of retirement they returned to 
Manitoba and lived at Betel Home Foundation in 
Selkirk. Albert and Anna raised their nephew, Albert 
Hallgrimson. Albert passed away in 1979. 

Valdimar was born in 1896, and married Ingibjorg 
Bjornson. They farmed on NE 22-6-14 until his ac
cidental death in 1923. Ingibjorg now resides in Betel 
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Home Foundation at Gimli where she was night nurse for 
many years, as well as assistant-matron, and later matron 
for brief periods. Valdimar and Ingibjorg adopted 
Laurence Sveinsson. 

Anna was born in 1889. She studied music in Winnipeg 
and became an accomplished pianist and teacher. She 
later studied violin, and was a member of a symphony 
orchestra. She married John Maurice Lowe (pianist, 
composer, and teacher). They moved to the west coast 
and now live at White Rock, B.C. They played several 
duo-piano programs on the C.B.C. network from 
Vancouver Studios which included some of Jack's 
compositions and Bach arrangements. They raised a 
family of two, Bernard and Diana. 

Sigrun was born in 1900, and took a business course in 
Winnipeg. She worked until her marriage to Thos. B. 
Findlay (later mayor of St. James) now deceased. Their 
daughter Joyce, a doctor of medicine in psychiatry, 
married Dr. M. Grace of Transcona. Sigrun also lives in 
Transcona. 

JOHN AND VEIGA SVEINSSON 
FAMILY 

John and Veiga on their wedding day in 1909. 

John was born at Gimli, in 1877, and came to Argyle 
with his parents, Ami and Gudrun Helga Sveinsson, in 
1882. He attended the original Hecla School, located in 
the NE corner of NE 16-6-14, his father's homestead. He 
developed into a very versatile and capable person, 
becoming the dependable repairman, blacksmith, and 
carpenter on his father's farm, as well as working with 
him at construction of large buildings including Grund 
Church in 1889, Baldur Lutheran Church, 1907, and 
Baldur School in 1905. He spent a year or so 
blacksmithing in Seattle where his eldest sister Gudny 
Matthiasson, lived, but returned to help with the farming 
at home. 

In 1909, John married Sigurveig Johannsson, daughter 
of Sigurbjorn and Maria J ohannsson. 



They lived .on the homestead quarter of his maternal 
grandfather, Jon Jonsson, NE 6-6-14, on which John 
built a home. He farmed there for 24 years. 

In 1933, John opened a blacksmith shop in Baldur, and 
became well-known over a large area as an outstanding 
blacksmith and repairman who worked with integrity and 
diligence. His son, Svein, and his brother, Svein, worked 
with him for several years. Eventually he sold the 
business, but worked there part of the time until he was at 
least 80 years of age. 

The property John bought in Baldur included the old 
Simpson School building in which the family lived in 
1941, when the building was dismantled and much of the 
lumber was used in the construction of a new house. 

John's wife, Sigurveig, was a person of quiet and 
patient disposition whose natural inclinations were 
toward intellectual and artistic pursuits. In this she and 
John shared mutual interest, especially with regard to 
Icelandic literature and poetry. John, as well as his father 
and his brother Svein, could accurately recite from 
memory an incredible list of both English and Icelandic 
poetry and rimur, (a rimed romance in ballad in many 
cantos of different meter.) 

Back Row: Sigrun, Ami, Svein and Marie. Unnur in middle. Seated: 
John and Veiga, with Anna infront. 

John and Veiga had six children: Ami, Sigrun, Svein, 
Maria, Unnur and Anna. 

John died in 1962, and Sigurveig in 1971. 
Ami studied music and taught piano. He played in 

several dance-bands during the 1930's, and 1940's, after 
which he taught piano in the Crystal City area for 27 
years. He is now retired and lives in Baldur. 

Svein was a good mechanic and welder. He worked 
with his father for some years in their blacksmith and 
repair shop in Baldur. He married Alice Joel, and after 
WW II they farmed on 6-6-14 for a few years. They 
moved to Winnipeg where Svein worked as a welder until 
his death in 1966. Alice now resides in Winnipeg. They 
had three children. Edwin works in forestry at Mayo, 
Yukon Territories, and is married to Betty Kemp. Their 
two children are Svein and Jenny. Lynda and husband, 
Bob Hawton, are commercial artists and live in Toronto. 
Allan is also a commercial artist, and lives and works in 

Winnipeg. 
Sigrun married Herman Isberg, and they raised their 

family of three at Powell River, B.C., where Herman 
worked as a millwright. He is now deceased, and Sigrun 
lives with her daughter and son-in-law at Qualicum 
Beach. Sigrun and Herman had three children. Loretta 
Joan married George Malcolm Sinclair. They live at 
Qualicum Beach, B.C., where Joan teaches English. 
Clifford Anthony married Elaine Hokanson. They live in 
North Vancouver, B.C. Their children are Bradley, 
Caren and Debra. John Herman married Anne Carey. 
Their home is New Westminster. 

Marie was an exceptionally brilliant scholar and 
student of piano. She also had talent for drawing. Her 
health failed when in her later "teens". She lives in 
Brandon. 

Unnur married Martin Isberg, now deceased. They 
lived in Baldur, and had three children. Myrna married 
Ross Lalonde of Glenboro. Their children are: Sherry 
and Cindy (twins), Corrine and Sharon. Brian was ac
cidentally drowned in 1951. Garry married Nancy 
Krauser and they live in Edmonton, Alta. Unnur later 
married Edward Alexander Fraterman. They live in 
Edmonton, and their family are: Karon (Mrs. Dave 
Clark), Alex, and Krina. 

Anna took a business course in Winnipeg, and sub
sequently worked as stenographer to Carl Atkins, lawyer 
and secretary-treasurer of the R.M. of Argyle. She 
married Wilbert Nordman. (See Nordman.) 

HALLDOR AND INGIBJORG SVEINSSON 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Ingibjorg and Hal/dar. Middle Row: 
Hjalti, Siggi, Jon Helgi and Nora. Front Row: Otto 
and Mundi. 

Halldor Hjaltason Sveinsson was born Sept. 6, 1858, in 
Iceland. He came to Canada in 1883, and operated a 
livery stable on Ross Avenue in Winnipeg. While living 
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there he married Ingibjorg Jonsdottir Magnusson 
Nordal, daughter of Jon Magnusson of Bru district. 

In 1899, the family moved to Argyle and lived on the 
farm SW 26-6-13. 

Their family consisted of seven children, three of 
whom were born in Winnipeg. Hjalti Sigurjon was born 
May 1,1895. Elinora Thorgerdur (Nora) was born March 
23, 1897. Jon Helgi was born Aug. 14, 1898, and died 
Oct. 8, 1915. Gudmundur Magnus (Mundi) was born 
Nov. 2, 1902. Bjorn Otto (Otto) was born Dec. 24, 1903. 
Sigridur (Sigga) was born May 11, 1906, and died Aug. 4, 
1920. One adopted daughter, Ethel May, was born May 
26,1914. 

Halldor died March 22, 1921. Ingibjorg died May 1, 
1951. 

Hjalti married Gudny Sigurdsson in 1923. For the first 
four years they lived with Mundi and Otto on SW 26-6-
13. In 1927, they bought Gudny's grandfather's farm 
(Bjorn Bjornson) SW 12-6-13. They had two sons, 
Maurice William born Feb. 25,1927, and Helgi born Jan. 
25, 1929. Hjalti was interested in municipal affairs, 
serving as councillor for several years and reeve of the 
R.M. of Argyle. Their adopted son, Maurice, continues 
to live on the home farm. For several years Maurice has 
been actively involved in the Manitoba Junior Rifle 
Association and the Wildlife Federation. Helgi moved to 
Winnipeg and worked there before his marriage to 
Connie Leeson in 1949. They live in Winnipeg where 
Helgi is employed by Manitoba Hydro. They have one 
daughter, Valerie. Hjalti died April 27, 1964. Gudny 

'moved to Baldur in 1972, and enjoys her retirement 
there. 

Nora never married. She cared for her mother until her 
death. Nora had poor health in later years and died in 
1960. 

Mundi married Myrtle Blackwell on June 2, 1943. 
They lived on their farm SE 26-6-13. They had one son, 
Kerry Michael, born Jan. 22, 1945. Mundi served as 
school trustee for Oliver, Cypress Valley, and later 
Cypress River consolidated school districts. He was 
municipal councillor for nine years and took active in
terest in community organizations. Mundi and Myrtle 
retired and moved to Neepawa in 1969. Mundi died on 
March 18, 1976. Myrtle lives in Neepawa and makes use 
of her profession by doing volunteer work at the 
elementary school. Kerry married Connie-Lee Johnson 
on Oct. 25, 1969. They are living on SE 26-6-13. 

Otto married Mary Klewchuk on Nov. 24, 1951. They 
farmed the original Sveinsson farm. They had four 
children: Eleanor, Otto's stepdaughter; Lynette born on 
Sept. 24, 1952; Sheldon Anthony born Jan. 1, 1954; and 
Heather Gail born Oct. 22, 1955. III health forced Otto to 
sell the farm in 1960. Their new house was built in 
Glenboro. Otto took great pride in his yard and large 
garden and was employed part-time by Trimble Motors. 
He died Oct. 13, 1976. Mary continues to live in their 
house in Glenboro and takes great interest in her grand
children. Eleanor married Charles Fransoo. They live in 
Sherwood Park, Alta. with their six children: Darrell, 
Lyndon, Jeanine, Maureen, Darren and Koralee. Lynette 
married Edgar Beamish on Nov. 24, 1973. They live in 
Winnipeg with their two daughters, Jennifer and Donna. 
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Sheldon married Jo-Ann Ainsworth on June 24, 1978. 
They live in Edmonton, Alta. with their daughter, 
Melanie. Heather married Rick Cline on July 10, 1976. 
They live in Riverton with their daughter, Tracey. 

Ethel went to Winnipeg to work. She married John 
Helgi Melstead Peters, son of Sigurdur and Lilja Peters, 
on Aug. 1, 1942. They had three children: Karen (Mrs. 
Rolf Kamm) born in 1943; Eleanor (Mrs. Ernest 
Verhaeghe) born in 1946; and Douglas born in 1952. 
Ethel and Helgi lived in Winnipeg until he went overseas 
during the war. Until his return, Ethel and baby Karen 
lived on the farm with her family. Ethel and Helgi are 
presently retired and living in Winnipeg. 

THORSTEIN AND KRISTIN 
SW AINSON FAMILY 

Kristin and Thorstein. 

Kristin was born in 1874, and Thorstein was born in 
1872. They came to Canada in 1905, with three of their 
four children; Ingi, Ari, and Anna; Swain, their youngest 
child waS very ill and was left behind with friends. The 
prognosis was that the child would die and his mother 
could not bear thp. thought of burying him at sea. It was 
nearly 60 years later that Kristin set eyes on her baby 
again. 

In 1907, the family moved from Winnipeg to a farm at 
Arborg where they lived for 11 years. In 1918, the family, 
now grown to include Bjorn, Walter, Gertie and Allie 
moved to Argyle Municipality and settled on Hemet's 
hill north of Baldur. The family did the farming and 
Thorstein painted buildings. He became renowned for his 
excellent workmanship both inside and out. In 1921, the 
family moved to a different farm, close by Han
nesarheider, and in 1929, they moved once again to 
Gilsbakki, another farm close by. 

In 1932, Kristin and Thorstein moved into Baldur with 
their younger children. Thorstein continued to work at 
his trade as a painter for several years. Finally blindness 
began to plague him and he was forced to retire. He is 
remembered as a kindly old man who loved to quote 
poetry, and to sing mQstly in Icelandic. In the mid 1940's, 
Thorstein and Kristin moved to Winnipeg, where 
Thorstein passed to rest in 1953. Kristin stayed in 
Winnipeg until she was able to go to Betel Home in 



Back Row: Walter, lngi, Swain, Ari, and Bjorn. Front Row: Allie, 
Kristin, and Gertie. 

Gimli. She passed away in 1963. 
Ingi, their eldest son, married Lena Oleson of Glen

boro and remained on the farm at Gilsbakki until 1939. 
Ari, the second son, married Bjorg Anderson and 

farmed east of Baldur for several years. 
Anna married Eiki Anderson and lived in Baldur until 

her death in 1954. 
Bjorn married Ruth Metcalfe and lives in Winnipeg. 
Walter married Joan Isberg and they spent several 

years at Kississing before moving to Winnipeg. 
Gerti married Gus Johnson and they still live near 

Nanaimo, B.C. 
Allie married Eyfi Anderson who worked at 

Cleghorn's Drugstore for several years before moving to 
Winnipeg. 

Swain, the child left behind in Iceland, married and 
raised a family. During his lifetime, he made several 
serious attempts to join his family in Canada, but 
something always thwarted his efforts. He was finally 
able to make a trip to Canada and met his mother, but his 
father had already passed away. 

This is the history of a pioneer family in Argyle 
Municipality who had their fair share of happiness and 
heartache and left their mark upon this land. 

ARI SWAINSON FAMILY 

Ari Swains on was born in Iceland Jan. 7, 1901, to 
Kristin and Thorstein Swainson. They immigrated to 
Canada and later to Argyle Municipality. 

On March 22, 1926, Ari married Bjorg Anderson, who 
was born Dec. 21, 1900, to Kristin and Bjorn Anderson. 
They moved to a farm 33-5-13. 

Ari and Bjorg were good community workers. Ari 
served on the school board at Thor. Bjorg was a willing 
helper, hospitable and a fine neighbour. 

They had four children: Maurice, Christine, David and 
Catherine. 

Maurice was with the R.C.M.P. for 20 years and is 
presently working as supervisor Quality Control and 
Distribution Canada Systems Group in Mississauga, Ont. 
He married Gabrielle Cadieux in 1953, and they have 
three daughters. 

Christine was born June 21, 1930. She took her 
schooling at Thor and Baldur ilnd went on to become a 

registered nurse. She married Harold Fingas, a farmer at 
Inglis, Man. They have two girls and one boy. 

David was born June 22, 1935. He took his schooling 
at Thor and Baldur. He worked for several years with 
Winnipeg Hydro and presently works for Honeywell as 
senior system specialist. He married Elaine Thorvaldson 
in November, 1955. They have two girls and a boy. 

Catherine was born April 7, 1943. She became a 
registered nurse and married Leo Desrochers of 
Mariapolis, on Jan. 2, 1965. They are presently working 
for Canadian Hunger Foundation in Santa Domingo. 
They have two children. 

Ari and Bjorg sold their farm and moved to Winnipeg 
in 1945. Bjorg passed away in 1947, after a length)( 
illness. 

Ari married Loa Sigurdson in July, 1949. They had one 
son Ronnie, who was born in 1956, and he passed away in 
1970. 

III health for some years took Ari's life in March, 1980. 
His widow Loa resides in Winnipeg. 

WILLIAM STUART TAYLOR FAMILY 

William was born in Bristol, England on Aug. 9, 1830. 
His childhood was spent in Barbados where his parents, 
Richard and Jane Taylor of England, ran a plantation. 
He was 18 years old when he came to Canada in 1848, 
with his brother John, settling at Kingston, Ont. On Aug. 
15, 1851, William married Isabella Slim mons from 
England. They had five daughters: Elizabeth (Car
penter), Annie (Ballard), Caroline (Christopherson), 
Susan (Briem) and Jane (Hearne). Isabella died in 1865. 

In April, 1867, William married Eliza J. McNeil. They 
had three children: William Henry, Herbert and Isabella 
(Belle). In 1867, William moved to Lansing, Michigan, 
where he lived until the fall of 1875, when he moved to 
New Iceland and homesteaded south of Kjalvik. He then 
moved further north to Vider River. The winter of 1875-
1876 his daughter Carrie became the first teacher at 
Gimli. She taught English and other subjects to 25 
students. The classes were held in a government 
warehouse. Classes had to be suspended the following 
winter because of the smallpox epidemic but were 
reopened the spring of 1877, with Carrie's sister Jane 
teaching 63 students. 

In 1881, William and his family moved to Argyle 
Municipality where he homesteaded NW 36-5-14 (known 
as Taylor's Hill) and took a pre-emption, SW 18-6-14 
(the Sigmar farm). 

Eliza died in 1883, and William married for a third 
time, Sigridur, widow of Svein Thorarinson. 

In the late 1880's, William and Sigridur, along with 
William's sons, moved north to his pre-emption, which 
William named "Rosemound" because of all the wild 
roses growing there. It is said to have been a beautiful site 
in early summer. 

William and Sigridur eventually moved into Baldur 
where he kept up a friendly battle of wits with the editor 
of the "Baldur Gazette", as is recorded in many of the 
earliest issues. William spoke Icelandic fluently and could 
also read and write it. Many a time he was called upon for 
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counsel and advice and was always ready and willing to 
lend a helping hand to those less fortunate than he. 

His health was failing and his daughter Carrie urged 
him and Sigridur to move into a small house in the bluff 
just west of her home at Grund. He died on March 2, 
1903. Sigridur then moved to Winnipeg to live with her 
son Fred. She died in 1910. 

The Taylor boys, William Henry and Herbert Stuart, 
farmed at Rosemound for a short time but left for 
California in the 1890's. Their father paid them a visit 
while they were there. Their sister Belle married Thomas 
Badger and they farmed NE 10-6-14. Like her sisters 
Carrie and Susan, Belle became quite fluent in the 
Icelandic language. 

Another of William's daughters, Jane, married 
William Hearne on Dec. 28, 1880. They came to live in 
Argyle Municipality and homesteaded SE 14-6-14, which 
they farmed for several years before moving to Ontario. 
They had five children. 

JAMES AND MARY JANE TEMPLETON 
FAMILY 

James Templeton was born in 1835, in the County 
Tyrone in Ireland. As a young man, he immigrated to 
Canada earning his passage on different ships ,as a cabin 
boy and for awhile, serving in the militia in India. 

James settled in the Hamilton, Ont. area and worked 
in the dray business until he could save enough money to 
send back to Ireland for his bride, Mary Jane Garvin 
from the County of Armagh. She was born in 1841, at 
Killylea, Armagh County, Ireland. From this union seven 
children were born; five children survived, four 
daughters and one son: Clara (Brown), Emily (Gowing), 
Sidney James, Ada (Scott) and Maggie (Durham). 

From Ontario, they came west and stayed at Chater, 
with Mary Jane's sister, until they could settle on their 
own homestead, in the Municipality of Argyle in 1881. 
For the first while, they lived in a sod shanty. This type of 
shelter also provided warmth for their horses and cows. 
Their next home was a log cabin and eventually a two
storey frame house was built. 

Mary Jane passed away in April, 1912. James con
tinued to live with Sidney and his daughters on the 
homestead. He died in 1922. 

Elizabeth was born on Feb. 22, 1871, in Ontario, and 
passed away on May 22, 1872. 

William James was born on April 8, 1872, and passed 
away on September 22. (Both William and Elizabeth died 
from diptheria.) 

Clara was born on Jan. 20, 1876, at Barry, Ont., and 
passed away on July 31, 1951, at Belmont. 

Ada was born Dec. 24, 1877, at Hamilton, Ont., and 
passed away on Nov. 5, 1932, at her home in Baldur. 

Emily was born on April 17, 1880, in Ontario, and 
passed away on Jan. 19, 1947, at her home in Belmont. 

Margaret Isabelle was born on Feb. 2, 1886, at Baldur, 
and passed away Oct. 23, 1967. 

Sidney was born on March 17, 1874. He married 
Margaret Durham in 1909, and they lived and farmed 18-
5-14. They had five sons: Roy who lives at Red Deer, 
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Margaret and Syd on their wedding day in 
1909. 

Alvin, Roy, Lloyd, Harvey and George. 

Alta.; Harvey who lives at Belmont; Alvin and Lloyd 
who are deceased; and George who lives at Lethbridge, 
Alta. Sidney passed away in 1934. All the children at
tended Tiger Hills School. Roy and Harvey drove school 
vans for a few years. They used a Model T Ford in the 
summer and horses in the winter to pick up the children. 
Some of the boys were musically inclined and ~njoyed 
playing for dances and their own amusement. Music was 
always in their home. In February, 1928, the frame house 
burned, taking with it a player piano, which was burned 
in the doorway, while the family made an honest attempt 
to save this prized piece of furniture. Their mother saw to 
it that another one replaced the burnt one as soon as 
possible. The family lived in a granary, built with the help 
of friends and relatives, until a new home could be built 
later in the year. The boys and their mother, Margaret, 
continued to run the farm. In 1937, Margaret and her 
youngest son, George, moved to Alberta, where she 
married George Holroyd of Warner, Alta. Harvey 
continued to farm the home place and in 1942, he 
married Muriel Tiller. They have three daughters: Karen, 
Wendy and Lauri. 

The 100th Anniversary of the Templeton's home farm 
was celebrated in 1981. 

GERARD AND IRENE THERRIEN 
FAMILY 

After being in the army from Nov. 19, 1943, to March 



Ubald, Jeanine, Lallbaine, Gerard, Irene, Roseanne and grandson 
Robert. 

28, 1946, Gerard left Winnipeg by bus Jan. 3, 1947, for 
Baldur. Irene Levreault, his wife, left on the 1st of 
February by train. Due to snow, the train returned to 
Winnipeg twice and stopped at Cardinal for seven days. 
She arrived to join Gerard Feb. 13, 1947, in Baldur. 

They settled on a V.L.A. farm, S 3-5-14. He farmed 
and did carpenter work. He re-built Welsh School in 
1949, with the help of neighbours. Gera~d and Irene had 
four children, three of whom attended Welsh School. 

Rosanne was born April 11, 1947, and is now a 
resource teacher in St. Vital district. Jeanine was born 
Feb. 4, 1950, and is a property management officer in 
Airports and Properties. Ubald was born Sept. 20, 1953, 
and owns his taxis and franchises with Moores in 
Winnipeg. Lauraine was born Dec. 27, 1958, and is still 
at University. 

Gerard and Irene moved to Winnipeg, in October, 
1959. 

JON THORDARSON FAMILY 

Jon and Glidrun. 

Jon and Gudrun Jonasdottir were born in 1842, in 
Dalasysla, Iceland. They came to New Iceland in 1877, 
then moved to Argyle. 

Jon homesteaded NE 30-6-14 near Glenboro, then 
operated a creamery in that town. They lived in the home 
later occupied by the Jules Oleson family. They had five 
children: Gudney, Kristin, Krist jan, Gudbjorg and 
Valgerdur. 

Gudrun died in 1901, and Jon married Johanna 

Peterson. Jon passed away in 1916. 
Gudney married Fred Wagstaff. They had four 

children. Gudney died early in life. 
Kristin (Stina) with Gudney came with their parents 

from Iceland. She taught school in Churchbridge, Sask. 
Stina married Pjetur Erlindson, they had seven children. 
Kristin died in 1949. 

Krist jan (Chris) married Lara Anderson, and moved to 
Whitelaw, Alta. They had seven children. Chris and Lara 
are both deceased. 

Gudbjorg (Bertha) moved to British Columbia with her 
sister Vala Christopherson. Bertha married Malcolm 
Campbell. She passed away in 1963. Malcolm died in 
1980. 

Valgerdur (Vala) married John Christopherson. (See 
John Christopherson History.) 

CHRIS AND LAURA THORDARSON 
FAMILY 

Chris Thordarson was the son of Jon and Gudrun 
Thordarson, who settled in Argyle many years ago. 
Laura Anderson, born in 1877, was Skuli and Sigridur 
Anderson's daughter. Chris and Laura were married in 
Frelsis Lutheran Church on June 15, 1898. This church is 
about five and a half miles north of Baldur. There was a 
large wedding with a reception at Skjalbreid Hall at 
Grund, where the women of the area cooked a full-course 
meal on stoves which stood out in the open brought for 
this occasion. After the reception a dance followed in the 
hall. This lasted until the wee small hours. 

Chris and Laura moved to Tantallon, Sask. and 
farmed for some years. They then moved to Edmonton, 
where, in 1914, they had a successful dairy farm close to 
Edmonton. Chris then sold that and started a road 
construction business. They had seven children: Harold, 
Gwennie, Gunna, Martha, Chris, Laurence and Norman. 

Chris and Laura are both deceased. 

ALLAN AND THORA 
THORLEIFSON FAMILY 

Allan O. Thorleifson (1919-1977) was born at 
Langruth, Man.; the eldest child of Gudni and Lena 
(Eyjolfina Signy Gottfred). His mother, always known as 
Lena, was born and spent the early years of her 
childhood on the peninsula just southwest of Grund 
Church. 

Allan had the usual routine of childhood, as is com
mon to a small town boy, but at 16 he quit school upon 
completion of his grade VIII and went to work in the 
local store (Langruth Trading). He clerked; he weighed in 
the seneca root, which the Indians and a few others 
received a fair remuneration for; and he handled the pelts 
of skunk, muskrat and weasel and other fur-bearing 
animals which the store handled on behalf of fur com
panies in Winnipeg. He played his guitar in the local 
small-time band. But boys became men early in that era. 
He volunteered for the army service and spent five years 
in the army, over three of them in Europe. 

Thora was born at Baldur in 1925. Her childhood was 
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spent on local farms. She completed high school in 
Baldur, attended Success Business College briefly and 
joined the staff of the Royal Bank in Baldur. After a 
short absence she returned to Baldur in 1947, and she and 
Allan were married October 12. 

Allan was a journeyman mechanic after the war and 
was employed at the Baldur Garage for 21 years. In 1967 
he and his wife invested in the business previously 
operated by Isobel and Raymond Cleghorn, but they 
operated it under the name of "Thorleifson's Sundry 
Drug and Stationery" (plus the liquor vendor). 

Allan was a conscientious and enthusiastic member of 
the Royal Canadian Legion No. 108; and the long-time 
treasurer of Immanuel Lutheran Church and Memorial 
Fund. Besides being fluent in English and Icelandic, 
Allan also conversed in Cree and Gaelic. 

Allan and Thora had six sons. The eldest, Waverlie 
Allan, was born Aug. 20, and died Aug. 21,1948. 

They have been justly proud of the five more fortunate 
born thereafter; and their success hereunto. All but 
Roderick, who was born at Glenboro, were born in 
Baldur Hospital. All are graduates of Baldur High 
School. 

Allan Oliver was born in 1950 and obtained his B.Sc. 
(maths, biology, english, 1971); B. Education (1973) 
from University of Manitoba; plus a Certificate in 
Special Education. In 1979 Allan also completed training 
as a Community Mental Health Worker with the 
Canadian Mental Health Ass'n. (Mental Health 
Manitoba). He has also been active with the Manitoba 
Teachers' Society on both provincial and local levels. In 
1977, after touring Iceland, Al built an Icelandic 
Langspil (a musical instrument) from designs found in 
Iceland. In 1977 he built a Celtic harp; and has since 
become a member of the Society of Harpers and Crafts
men. He has also built and plays flutes of many kinds. 
Since 1973 Al has taught throughout the school system 
from kindergarten to grade XII and is presently teaching 
at Nellie McClung Collegiate in Manitou. He resides in 
La Riviere, Man. Al (A.O. Jr.) was instrumental in the 
organization of the "Icelandic Festival of Baldur" in 
1974 and the Baldur School Reunion in 1976; acting as 
chairman on both occasions. 

Ian Clive was born in 1952, B.Sc. (Geography, 1976). 
He married Barbara Frances Dalton, B.A. (an
thropology, 1976), at Birtle, Man., on July 21, 1974. 
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Thorleifson Brother's family tree, including 
ancestors who immigrated from Iceland. 

They have two children, Mullein Dianna and Heather 
Anastasia. Ian is employed as a land-use planner with the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and they reside in 
Madsen, Ont. 

Roderick James was born in 1954, and obtained his 
B.A. (history and economics, 1981), and was three times 
named Student of Distinction and winner of two General 
Proficiency Scholarships. Roddy enjoyed drawing from 
an early age; and to him goes the credit for the com
mercial signs leading into the village of Baldur. 

Leonard "Harvey" was born in 1957, and obtained his 
B.Sc. (geography, 1978); B.A. Honours (geography, 
1980); was a University of Winnipeg Gold Medalist, 
1980; was past president of the University of Winnipeg 
Student Association; was past vice-president of 
Academic of the University of Winnipeg Student 
Association and member of the Senate. Harvey entered 
the University on an Entrance Scholarship and in 1981, 
he was awarded a fellowship by the University of 
Manitoba, with the objective of obtaining his master's 
degree in his chosen field. 

Neil "Thor" was born in 1959, and obtained his B.Sc. 
(geography and environmental studies, 1980); was 
winner of several awards, including the University of 
Winnipeg Entrance Scholarship (1977). Thor is presently 
employed with Agriculture Canada as a soil analyst. 

The Thorleifson Bros. name was for many years 
synonymous with the delivery of the "Brandon Sun". 
They delivered it in Baldur for over 18 consecutive years. 
Thor was awarded the' 'Carrier of Distinction Award" . 

In 1978 Thora married C. Ray Gunnlaugson of 
D' Arcy, Sask., a grandson of Brynjolfur and Halldora 
Gunnlaugson of the Thor School District. Thora and Ray 
continue to maintain the family Baldur home and their 
interest in the district. 

Thora always enjoyed community work. She has acted 
as: president of the Lutheran Ladies' Aid; secretary of 
the Ladies Auxiliary to the Legion; secretary of the 
Baldur Town Board; secretary and one of the founders of 
the Baldur and District Recreational Association; and 
corresponding secretary for the Argyle Lodge 
Association. Thora participated in the honouring of our 
outstanding native son, Jon Peter Sigvaldason, on April 
5, 1970. She worked on the publication "We Will 
Remember Them" - the only printed document honouring 
the service people of our community who offered their all 



for our democracy. One of her most rewarding com
munity efforts was to have been a member of the (Baldur 
High School) Action Committee on Education - a 
frustrating dedication to a rewarding end. 

HELGI AND HILDUR THORSTEINSON 
FAMILY 

Hildur Sigfusson came to New Iceland with one of the 
earliest groups of settlers in 1876. She was a widow with 
two young daughters, Vilborg and Jonina. Vilborg 
married Olgeir Frederickson, who homesteaded four 
miles south of Glenboro where he, his wife and family 
were all active in the community life of Argyle. Jonina, 
the younger daughter, married Stuart Waugh, who for 
some time operated a store in Baldur and later was a 
salesman in Winnipeg. 

Hildur was a sister of Margret, mother of Jon Olafson, 
who was for many years a housebuilder in Glenboro. 
These sisters were both extremely capable and Hildur 
took an active part in the social life of the community. In 
March, 1879, she married Helgi Thorsteinson, who was 
industrious but had rather a retiring personality. They 
acquired a homestead, NE 2-6-14, immediately south of 
the lake adjacent to Grund Church. Their children were 
Nanna, Halldora, Jon and Trygvi. They all died at an 
early age. 

Helgi died May 31, 1905, and Hildur died Feb. 18, 
1914, at the age of 73. 

THORDUR AND ELISABET 
THORSTEINSON FAMILY 

Thordur was born on Aug. 13, 1847 in Breidal, 
Mulasyslu, Iceland, the son of Thorstein Jonsson and 
Kristbjorg Thorgrimsdottir. In 1869, he married Elisabet 
Danialsdottir, daughter of Danial Sigurdson and Groa 
Thordardottir. After they were married, they worked for 
Jon Jonsson and came to Canada with him on July 12, 
1876. They went to New Iceland (Gimli) for a time and 
then came to the Argyle Municipality in 1882, to Sigurdur 
Christopherson's, at Grund. 

Nina and Karl. 

Thordur homesteaded SW 34-5-14, in 1886. Thordur 
and Elisabet had nine children: Karl, Harold, Kristrun, 
Thorstein, Kristbjorg, Danial, Stefan, Johanna and 
Sigurlena. Elisabet died on May 7, 1918. Thordur 
continued to farm until his health failed in 1920. He died 
on May 20, 1936, at his daughter Lena's home. 

Kristbjorg and Danial died in infancy. Thorstein died 
in his teens. 

Karl Danial was born on June 20, 1882. He married 
Jonina (Nina) Steinunn, daughter of Joel Josephson and 
Steinunn Jonasdottir, on Nov. 24, 1928. Karl served in 
WW I, in the 222nd Battalion, overseas. He worked on 
Lake Winnipeg fishing boats, also as a carpenter, 
plasterer and painter. For many years, he was a grader 
operator for the R.M. of Argyle and worked on the 
telephone and hydro crews. Karl loved music, and for 
many years was a choir member of the Lutheran and 
United Churches. He played in the Baldur Brass Band 
and was a member of the Drama Club. Nina worked for 
many years as telephone operator, in Baldur. She was a 
Sunday School teacher and member of the Drama Club. 
She was an accomplished dressmaker and taught sewing 
for many years. She was president of the Baldur Legion 
Auxiliary. Nina died in July, 1968, in the Baldur 
Hospital. Karl died on Jan. 23,1975, in Brandon. 

Solveig and Stefan on their wedding day in 1912. 

Stefan was born on May 12, 1884. He married Solveig 
Sigurlaug (born Dec. 2, 1895), daughter of Magnus and 
Ingibjorg Eirikson of Winnipeg Beach, on June 12, 1912. 
Stefan homesteaded in Kandahar, Sask., then sold the 
farm and started a barber shop, poolroom and con
fectionery, in Kandahar. In 1919, he sold his business in 
Kandahar and moved to his father's farm, SW 34-5-14, in 
Argyle. Stefan was an accomplished carpenter, 
blacksmith and barber. He played the violin at house 
dances. Stefan and Solveig had three children: Elisabeth 
Ingibjorg was born on June 18, 1913. She married 
Johann Olson on June 16, 1930 and they had two 
children, Lillian and Gail. Elisabeth worked many years 
for Brown and Murry Armiture Winding in Winnipeg 
and as a nurses aide at Middle Church and Auxiliary 
Hospital in Calgary, Alta. They retired in Calgary. 
Johann died in September, 1977; August Eythor was 
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born on Aug. 4, 1914. He farmed on the home farm, SW 
34-5-14, until 1940. He joined the Royal Canadian 
Medical Corps as an orderly. He worked in the Osborne 
Hospital and Deer Lodge Hospital in Winnipeg. He 
married Sophie Burak on Nov. 7, 1942 and they had four 
children, Beverley, Vernon, Larry and John. In 1948, 
they moved to Atikokan, Ont., where August worked as 
a diamond driller for many years. He died on Oct. 5, 
1964. Sophie lives in Atikokan; Edna was born on April 
3, 1916. She married Sigurdur Joelson in 1945 (See 
Sigurdur Joelson). Stefan died in February, 1937. Solveig 
was an invalid for 29 years. She died in November, 1945. 

Johanna, daughter of Thordur and Elisabet, married 
Laurus Amason. They farmed in Saskatchewan. They 
had three children: Sigrun, Steinthor and Albert. 

Kristrun (Runa), daughter of Thordur and Elisabet, 
married George Reynolds and they farmed at Foam 
Lake, Sask. for many years. They had nine children: 
Raymond, Carl, Evans, Clarence, Garnet, Viola, Victor, 
Donald and Erick. Runa died at Vancouver Island, B.C. 

Harold worked for many years in Huntington Beach 
Oil Fields, California. He died in 1956. 

Sigurlena (Lena) was born on Jan. 16, 1892. She 
married Snyder Goodman in 1918. They had six children: 
Harold, Sylvia (died in childhood), Steini, Myrtle, Sigrun 
and Muriel. They farmed in the Baldur area for several 
years, then moved to town, where Snyder had a meat 
market for many years. Lena died in 1942 and Snyder 
and the three girls moved to Winnipeg, where he worked 
at carpentry. In 1947, Snyder married Margaret Mc
Nabb. Snyder died in 1965. Harold served in the 
R.C.A.F. and Steini in the army. 

WILLIAM AND ELIZABETH TISDALE 
FAMILY 

Elizabeth Imlay was born in Dundee, Scotland in 1853 
and in her infancy came to Canada with her father, John 
Webster Imlay, who was associated with the building of 
the Houses of Parliament in Ottawa and with the con
struction of the Inter-Colonial Railway. Elizabeth's 
girlhood was spent in Ottawa, Ont. and in Rimouski and 
other Quebec towns. Her schooling was received in a 
convent of Ursuline Sisters. 

It was in Quebec that Elizabeth met William Edward 
Tisdale, and their wedding was solemnized in Quebec 
City in 1874, where they resided until 1881. At this time 
they found it necessary to move with four small children 
to Winnipeg, where William's duties as a civil engineer 
and land surveyor made their headquarters. William was 
one of the professional land surveyors in the west and 
served the Canadian Pacific Railway in that capacity for 
a number of years. 

While in Winnipeg, their family increased and about 
1884, William decided to take up land and, with his wife 
and eight children, settled on SW 30-4-12 in Argyle 
Municipality where the two oldest children, John and 
Mary, attended Dry River School. 

Tragedy struck this home in the winter of 1897. 
William walked to Mariapolis for medicine for his ill wife 
and, while away, a blizzard made his return impossible. 
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After refusing a neighbour who tried to persuade him to 
spend the night, William froze to death a short distance 
from his own home. His mitt, which he hung on the 
branch of a tree, indicated, two days later, William's 
place of death. Her husband's death added to Elizabeth's 
burden of responsibility but she displayed such courage 
and was an inspiration to all who knew her. 

In order to provide for her family, Elizabeth took out a 
homestead, 23-4-13. Her son Charles stayed on the farm 
with his mother even after the 1920's when Elizabeth 
made her home with members of her family in Winnipeg, 
until her frail body could no longer fetter her noble spirit 
and she was laid to rest in Argyle Cemetery in June, 1930. 

Dr. Paul, Elizabeth, Dr. Jack and Frances. 

Jack, the oldest of William and Elizabeth's family, was 
a great athlete, winning many awards for racing and high 
jumping. He taught school at Cypress Valley and at 
Delta, south of Belmont. In the Delta district Jack found 
the lady he married, Elizabeth Kinley. Jack attended 
medical college and was a highly revered doctor in Swan 
Lake, Baldur and Kenton, Man., before practising in 
Winnipeg until his death in 1967. Jack and Elizabeth had 
two children, Paul and Frances. 

Mary married Ed Jackman (both deceased). Their only 
child, Franklin, passed away when quite young and he 
left one son. 

Ted married Gertrude Fraser from Glenora. He paid 
the supreme sacrifice in WWI, leaving his widow, a son 
Greg and a daughter Lois. Lois returned to Argyle 
Municipality in 1934, to teach Excelsior School and 
boarded with Uncle Charlie and Aunt Lillie on her 
grandmother's homestead. She married Norm Robson. 

Will married Hannah Clark, a highly respected school 
teacher from Baldur. They farmed on SW 26-4-13. Their 
children, Edwin and Claire, were both born in Argyle 
Municipality. Will worked as a machine salesman and 
later for bominion Motors in Winnipeg where he moved 
his family, around 1920, and sold his farm to Jim French. 
Hannah's failing health caused her much pain but her 
sweet smile greeted her friends who comforted her in her 
later years. Edwin and his wife Nora live in Moscow, 
Idaho. Claire, a reporter for Winnipeg Free Press, spent 
some years in England where she married Sam Street. She 
again reported for the Free Press, after the death of her 
husband, until her retirement in April, 1981. 



Elizabeth and son Walter. 

Walter Felix, born Sept. 6, 1888, taught school and 
homesteaded in Saskatchewan in order to secure the 
necessary funds to enroll at Manitoba Medical College. 
The requirements of medical personnel during WWI led 
to his medical course being accelerated, enabling him to 
graduate in 1917. He served with R.A.M.C. in France 
until the war ended. After a year of general practice in 
Russell and two years engaged in Red Cross work in 
northern Manitoba, he began practice in Winnipeg in 
1925. Walter married Mary Strang of Baldur in June, 
1927. They had no family but during WWII opened their 
home to two beautiful children from England, who were 
safe and happy with "Mayme" and "Uncle Papa", until 
their parents came for them in 1946. Walter was keenly 
interested in nature and served a term as president of 
Ducks Unlimited. Walter passed away in 1960. Mary still 
resides in Winnipeg. 

Lillie, Marjorie and Charlie. Bill on right. 

Charles was born in Winnipeg but spent all but his first 
few years in Argyle Municipality. After his father's death 
he played the "father role" as he worked with his mother 
on the homestead. Charles married Lillie Craik. They 
had two children, Marjorie and Bill, who lived with their 
parents until Lillie died in June of 1949, and Charles in 
October of 1966. Bill and Marjorie still farm on the 
homestead where they erected a new home and raise 
cattle and grain. 

Bessie married Reg Fraser from Glenora. They had a 
family of three and lived in Saskatoon. Reg died in 1978 
and Bessie died in January of 1981. 

Marjorie, who developed tuberculosis when very 
young, died when only 16 and is buried by her mother in 
the Argyle Cemetery. 

MORLEY TOSH FAMILY 

Janet and Morley 

Morley was born in Glenboro in 1905, coming to 
Argyle in 1934, to the Rosehill School District. He farmed 
NW 9-4-14, renting from Harold Smith. He spent the 
1934 winter in Glenboro. 

In the spring of 1935, he married Janet Morrison, and 
they moved onto their farm where Morley farmed until 
1958. 

Morley and Janet had four children: Allan, Joy, 
Myrna and Beverley. In April 1945, Janet passed away, 
two months after Beverley was born. Alex and Margaret 
McLaren, Janet's sister, took Beverley and kept her for 
six months. Morley's sister Nellie came and helped him 
with his family until 1948, when he married Katheleen 
(Kay) Macklin of Glenora. Kay was born in 1903. 

Back Row: Allan, Katie and Morley. 
Front Row: Joy, Bev and Myrna. 

Morley and Kay farmed until 1958, when they moved, 
for one winter, to the Jack Dearsley farm NE 26-4-14 in 
the Huff School District. In the spring of 1959, they 
moved to the VanDamme farm NE 22-5-13 in the Thor 
School District. They farmed there for 10 years, when 
they retired to Baldur in 1969. 

Morley passed away in December, 1970. 
In 1971, Kay moved into the Argyle Lodge, where she 

is enjoying retirement. 
Allan was born in Baldur in 1936. He received his 

schooling at Rosehill School. He married Doris Van
Damme of Glenora in 1963. They live in Miami, where 
Allan works for the municipality. Doris works in Morden 
at the sewing factory. They have three children: Ricki 
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Bev, Harvey holding Shelley-Anne 
and Darren. 

born in 1964; Karen born in 1966; and Morley was born 
in 1968. 

Joy was born in Baldur in 1940. (see Earl Johnson) 
Myrna was born in Baldur in 1942. (see Leo DeKezel) 
Beverley was born in Winnipeg in 1945. She received 

her schooling at Rosehill, Huff, Thor, St. Alphonse and 
Mariapolis. She worked at the Royal Bank in Baldur. She 
married Harvey VanDamme of St. Alphonse in 1967. 
They farm at Hamiota and they have two chosen 
children; Shelley-Anne b.orn in 1975, and Darren born in 
1977. 

JACK TRINDER FAMILY 

John W. (Jack) came to Canada in 1911, being the 
eldest of a family of nine, it seemed a chance to better 
himself. At the age of 22 years, not liking Toronto, where 
he was sent, he came to Baldur and almost immediately 
was employed on the C.N.R. and worked at Greenway 
for some time, then to Lowe Farm. He was made a 
foreman, a position he held until he retired in 1954. 

In 1913, he married Lizzie Baker from Wales and they 
had two sons, William and Frederick. 

Jack moved to Neelin in 1919, as foreman. In 1922, he 
lost his house by fire. As this was in the winter, the 
community held a bee and built two rooms to live in until 
spring, when it was added to. 

Lizzie died in 1924, and in 1926, Jack married Lena 
Everett. They had four children: Helen; Everett; Doris; 
and Lucy. 

Jack and family lived in Neelin until 1940, when he 
moved to Belmont, where it was felt their children would 
have a chance at getting their high school. 

The early years of railroading were anything but easy. 
No days off with pay, and sometimes when there was 
trouble on the line, it meant working night and day until 
you could go no longer. 

The Trinder family took an active part in the Anglican 
Church in any town where they lived and Jack was 
church warden for many years and served as a school 
trustee at Neelin for about 14 years. 

Jack retired in 1954, with 43 years of service and went 
to live on a few acres on the family farm. He died in 1964. 
After his death, Lena moved to Baldur and worked as a 
cook in Baldur Nursing Unit until retirement. She still 
lives in Baldur. 
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William James married Olive Waitt of Baldur, and 
they live in Winnipeg. They have two children and four 
grandchildren. 

Frederick (Buster) married Elsie Banks from Wales 
and they live in Parksville, B.C. They have three children 
and five grandchildren. 

Helen married Bert Somerville and they have three 
children. 

Everett married Florence Ward and they have four 
children: Glenda; Deanna (Mrs. Paul Lussier); Sylvia; 
and Lee. Everett and Florence reside on NE 34-3-14, 
south of Baldur. 

Doris married Chris Dalman of Baldur and they have 
one daughter, Debra, who has two children. 

Lucy married Keith Johnston and they have two boys, 
Fraser and Randy. 

JOSEPH AND SERAPHINE TROTTIER 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Josie, Joe and Albert. Front Row: Fred and Seraphine. 

Joseph Trottier was the son of Elie Trottier and Emilie 
Jacques and was born on Oct. 3, 1896, at Mariapolis. 

The land known as 17-4-13 was homesteaded by the 
Trottier family in 1916. Joe Trottier's father, Elie, and 
his brother-in-law, Jules Jacques helped Joe break the 
required number of acres per year to obtain a 
homesteader's rights and to construct a log shack. 

On April 21, 1919, Joe married Seraphine Malo, 
daughter of Louis Malo and Edmire Labossiere. She was 
born on Dec. 19, 1897, at St. Alphonse. Joe and 
Seraphine resided in Mariapolis, Man. until Oct. 14, 
1922. They moved to Baldur that same year and lived in 
the log shack on government land for seven months. On 
April 1, 1923, they moved to land known as the Leslie 
farm which was located two miles east and five and a half 
miles south of Baldur. They resided on this farm until 
1929, then moved one and a half miles north to the farm 
then known as the Playfair farm until 1949. 

Joe and Seraphine had three children, Josephine, 
Albert, and Alfred. 

Josephine was born on Feb. 3, 1920, at Mariapolis, 
Man. She married Fred Gunnlaugson on Feb. 12, 1943. 
Fred and Josephine lived in Souris, Man. after they were 
married. After the war, Fred bought grain for Manitoba 
Pool Elevators, later joining Gulf Oil Company. Josie 



Janice, Doreen, Albert, Dianna and Julie, 
taken on Albert and Doreen's 25th 
wedding anniversary. 

and Fred moved from Boissevain to Portage la Prairie 
and Virden. Josie and Fred sell real estate in Brandon and 
Clear Lake. They had four children: Joanne, born Feb. 
19 1944 at Baldur; Gloria, born May 13, 1945, at 
B;ldur; Terrance, born Dec. 4, 1946, at Holland; and 
Daneta, born Nov. 14, 1949, at Holland. 

Albert was born on June 8,1921, at Mariapolis, Man. 
He married Doreen Spearman on Dec. 7, 1946. Albert 
and Doreen lived on the farm after they were married 
until the fall of 1954. Mixed farming, raising purebred 
herefords, plus installing lightning rods were all part of 
the operations to keep the farm going. They moved to 
Boissevain in October, 1954, and purchased the Macleods 
franchise and later erected and operated a Canada 
Packers Feed Mill. The business was sold in 1971, and 
Albert and Doreen and family took up residence in 
Brandon, where Albert is television sales manager for 
Western Manitoba Broadcasters Company Limited. 

Albert and Doreen had three children; Janice was born 
on Sept. 27, 1952 at Baldur. She married Glen Kyle and 
they reside in Brandon. They have two children. Dianna 
was born on Sept. 18, 1954 at Baldur. She married Myles 
Krauchi and they reside in Brandon and have one child. 
Julie was born on Nov. 18, 1961. She resides in Brandon, 
attending university. 

Back Row: Fred, Donna and Laura. Front Row: 
Joey and Ruth. 

Alfred (Fred) was born on Aug. 18, 1927, at Baldur, 
Man. He married Ruth Higgs on Nov. 21, 1953. Fred and 
Ruth farmed in the Baldur area until 1959, then they 
moved to Brandon. Fred became a sales representative of 
Dominion Life Assurance Company. Later he joined 
Massey Harris as a district representative an~ then we~t 
into sales for a Brandon dealer. Fred became Illvolved III 
real estate and started his own brokerage firm, known as 
A.J. Trottier Reality and Sales with his office located in 
his motel-apartment complex at 1915 Richmond Avenue, 
Brandon, Man. Fred and Ruth had three children. Laura 
was born on Feb. 19, 1955, at Baldur. She married Scott 
Durston and they reside in Dauphin on the farm. Donna 
was born on Nov. 29, 1957, at Baldur. She married Bruce 
Lovestrom and they reside in Brandon. Joey was born on 
June 20, 1962 at Brandon. She is employed and lives in 
Brandon. 

Due to ill health, Joe and Seraphine moved to 
Mariapolis in 1949. Joe passed away on Sept. 13, 1954, at 
the age of 58 years. Seraphine moved to Winnipeg in 
1956. In 1969, she married Adonai Bernardin and they 
now reside at 286 Rue du Moulin, St. Boniface, Man. 

JACK TRUELOVE FAMILY 

John (Jack) and Tena Truelove and their two young 
sons, Ken and Everett, came to Greenway from 
Haileybury, Ont. on Aug. 21, 1924. They came to Sam 
Doudall's farm, west of Greenway to help with the 
harvest. In 1925, they took over Sam's farm and he 
moved to Ontario to live in Jack's house there. In 1926, 
their third son Allan was born. The three boys attended 
W olseley School and high school at Baldur. The family 
went to church in Greenway. Ken joined the air force in 
1942, and Everett the army in 1943. They both served 
overseas and arrived home in 1946. 

Besides farming, Jack was a carpenter. He built the 
lumberyard in Baldur in 1930, the Baldur Hospital in 
1949-1950 and the extension to it in 1960. Jack and Tena 
moved to Baldur in 1948, and he built their home there in 
1949. He built many other homes and business places in 
Baldur and the surrounding area. Tena passed away in 
1961. Jack moved to Perth, Ont. a few years later, and in 
1964 married Christena Ferrier. She passed away sud
denly in April of 1974. Jack now spends his time visiting 
with his sons. 

Ken married Racine Stewart in 1950. They lived in 
Baldur for a while, then in Miami, Man. where Ken was 
manager of the lumberyard. In 1962 they moved to Los 
Angeles and are still there. He works for Travellers 
Insurance Co. They have three children; Ronald, Robert 
and Lorrie. 

Everett married Margaret Johnson of Baldur in 1947. 
He worked at the Monarch Lumberyard in Baldur until 
he was moved to Cypress River in 1948 to be manager of 
the lumberyard there, a job he still holds. They have three 
sons. Rick is a carpenter in Cypress River, Tim is an 
electrician in Winnipeg and Greg is employed by 
Revelstoke in Cypress River. 

Allan married Irma Earner of Brandon in 1949. They 
moved to British Columbia in 1964 where they still reside. 
They have three children; Donald, Valerie and David. 
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GEORGE TURRELL 

George 

George Turrell was a farm-hand in this district having 
come from England about 1910. 

He joined the 222nd Regiment in Baldur in 1916, 
receiving his training there and at Camp Hughes, before 
going to England and France, with the first draft of the 
222nd to be sent there early in 1917. 

He participated with the 8th Battalion (Little Black 
Devils) at Hill 70, Passchaendale where he received the 
Military Medal, and also at Amiens, Arras and Cambrai. 

George returned to Canada in 1919, taking em
ployment on Sexsmith's Dray in Baldur, at which he 
continued until shortly before his death in 1963. George 
was a life member and past president of the Royal 
Canadian Legion No. 108, Baldur. 

The Will to Survive 
Our Little Log Shack in the West 

ALPHONSE AND MARY V AN DAMME 
FAMILY 

Alphonse was born in Wenelghem, Belgium. Alphonse 
came to Manitoba in 1911, to the St. Alphonse district. 
He travelled to Baldur by horse and buggy in 1933, where 
he built a log house. In the spring of 1934, Alphonse and 
his family moved to their farm, 34-5-13, in the Baldur 
district. He farmed there until 1951. 

Alphonse married Mary Bagby and they had five 
children: Ann, Ruth, John, Walter and Susan. 

Ann (Mrs. Fabriel) is a registered nurse and resides in 
Montreal. She had four children: Gerard, Vincent, 
Dianne and Sherry. 

Ruth married Adolphe DeBaets. (See Adolphe DeBaets 
History). 

John served with the Light Infantry Rifles and later 
married Laurense Desrochers. (See John Van Damme 
History). 

Walter took over the home farm and still resides there. 
(See Walter Van Damme History). 

Susan resides in Winnipeg. She has worked as a 
secretary for the Health Sciences Centre for the past 
seven years. She has three children: Beverly (Mrs. 
Lohnes); Valerie (Mrs. Ken Siwak); and Mellany. 

682 

JOHN AND LAURENCE VAN DAMME 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Joyce, Perry, Danny, Garry, Donna and Vivian. Middle 
Row: Kenny. Front Row: John, Joan and Laurence. 

John Van Damme and Laurence Desrochers were 
married in Mariapolis on Oct. 19, 1949. John was the son 
of Alphonse and Mary Van Damme of Baldur and 
Laurence the daughter of Raoul and Elsie Desrochers of 
Mariapolis. 

Following their marriage, John and Laurence lived in 
Winnipeg for a year. They then moved to Mariapolis and 
lived there for a year and a half where John did carpenter 
work. 

In July, 1952, John and Laurence moved to Baldur. 
For the first few years John did bulldozing for Matti 
Gunnlaugson. Then, in 1956, John purchased a back hoe 
and is at present operating this business. 

Laurence worked for three years at the Baldur Motor 
Hotel, at the time that it was under the ownership of 
Elmer Oleson. 

John and Laurence have eight children. 
Garry was born on March 2, 1952. He received his 

education at Baldur School, after which he worked in 
Winnipeg. In September, 1973, he married Paulette 
Bahaud of Winnipeg. They are now living in Carman and 
have two children; Pamela and Dale. 

Joyce was born Oct. 23, 1953. She attended Baldur and 
Glenboro Schools. In October, 1971, she married Jean 
Paul Girardin of Swan Lake. They are living in Winnipeg 
and have two children; Ryan and Terryl. 

Donna was born on Dec. 11, 1955. She received her 
education at Baldur, Killarney and Glenboro Schools. In 
June, 1973, she married Winston Anderson of Cypress 
River. They are living in Teulon and have one son, Keith. 

Vivian was born on Oct. 3, 1958. She attended Baldur 
and Glenboro Schools. In March, 1976, she married Rob 
Sykes of Belmont. They live in Brandon and have two 
children; Jeffrey and Amanda. 

Danny was born on July 29, 1960. He attended Baldur 
and Glenboro Schools after which he worked in Brandon 



and in Baldur. In May, 1980, he married Gail Shepherd 
of Glenboro. They are living in Baldur. 

Perry was born May 3, 1964. He presently lives at 
home and attends Baldur High School. 

Kenneth was born Nov. 3, 1965. He is living at home 
and attends Glenboro High School. 

Joan was born March 25, 1973. She lives at home and 
attends Baldur Elementary School. 

WALTER AND SIMONE 
VAN DAMME FAMILY 

Walter Van Damme married Simone Hutlet from 
Bruxelles, Man. in 1951. They took the homestead 
residence on 34-5-13. The house and other buildings were 
made of logs. 

They started their life together without a penny in their 
pockets. Walter went to work for others after doing 
chores each morning. Late at night, he would come home 
and still have to help milk the cows by hand. 

In 1952, their first daughter was born, and they still 
were without hydro. However, late that year, they did get 
the hydro put in. They lined the inside of the house with 
plaster board. This was a really nice change. At least, 
when they sat down for awhile, they didn't have to stay 
close to the stove, or freeze. In 1957, they had the phone 
put in. Then in 1960, they jacked the log house up and 
put in a full cement basement. They also lined the outside 
with cedar siding. The surprising part is they enjoyed 
every minute of this work. They were working together 
by themselves to do these improvements. 

As times improved for them, they started to rent land, 
and later they bought land. 

Their first daughter, Linda, went to Thor School for 
one year. She finished elementary school in St. Alphonse. 
Her grade IX was completed in Mariapolis, grade X in 
Somerset and grade XI and XII in Notre Dame de 
Lourdes. Linda went to the University of Manitoba for 
two years to become a teacher. In 1972, she married Bert 
Berard. She taught for six years and then started their 
family. She now has a boy Darryl, born in February, 
1978, and a girl Kerrilyn, born in August, 1980. 

In 1958, Walter and Simone had their second daughter, 
Debbie. She went to elementary school in St. Alphonse, 
then to Notre Dame de Lourdes to complete high school. 
She married Chris Adams in 1979, and now lives in 
Calgary. She works as an underwriter for Prudential 
Insurance. 

In 1961, their son Randy was born. He went to 
elementary school in St. Alphonse and then to high 
school in Notre Dame de Lourdes. He is now working in 
Winnipeg. 

BAZIL AND SIMONE VAN DAM ME 
FAMILY 

Bazil, son of Odille and Emerence Van Damme, was 
born on the farm in the St. Alphonse district, on April 
24, 1921. He obtained his schooling in the one-room 
school house, known as Campeau School. 

Geanny, Bazil, Simone and Nap, Mark in/rant. 

On Oct. 8, 1945, Bazil married Simone Mason. She 
was born and raised in Makinak, Man. She taught school 
for six years before becoming a farmer's wife. 

After their honeymoon, they moved to the Bjorgolfur 
Sveinsson farm, SW 34-5-13 and settled down to far
ming. Learning to bake bread was harder than picking 
stones, but in time Simone managed to bake bread, milk 
cows, and do all the other farm chores even if she had 
never lived on a farm before. 

Farming had its ups and downs, what with the lack of 
conveniences. But then about 1949, the hydro came into 
the district, which certainly helped to make farm life a 
little more pleasant. 

Bazil and Simone were blessed with three children. 
Georgina (Geanny), was born on Oct. 3, 1946. Napolean, 
(Nap) was born on June 7, 1949, and Mark was born on 
April 30, 1960. 

On June 30, 1972, they had an auction sale of all their 
farm machinery. Bazil's health did not allow him to keep 
on farming. He had taken on a lighter job in town at the 
Baldur Motor Hotel. However, they remained living on 
the farm and rented out their land. Bazil passed away on 
Oct. 4, 1973. 

Simone retired from the teaching profession on June 
30, 1980. She is still living on the farm and is enjoying her 
leisure time. 

Geanny and Nap started their schooling at Thor 
School until it consolidated with St. Alphonse in 1957. 
They both completed their high school in Mariapolis. 
Mark started school in the St. Alphonse School and later 
transferred to Baldur, where Simone had gone back to 
resume her teaching career. 

Geanny married Robert Hutlet on Feb. 19, 1966, and 
moved to Winnipeg. They now make their home in 
Portage la Prairie, where they own and operate a grocery 
store business. They have three children, Stephen, 
Cynthia, and Tammy. 

Nap married Doris Choquette on July 14, 1973. They 
moved to Winnipeg and bought a house in Transcona. 
Nap works in the office for the Winnipeg Hydro Co. 
They have two children, Candace and Tannis. 

Mark was 13 years old at the time of his father's death. 
He remained at home with his mother until he graduated 
from the Baldur High School, in June of 1979. He moved 
to Winnipeg and since has been working as a security 
guard at the St. Boniface Hospital. 
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GILSBAKKI 
GEORGE AND IRENE 

V AN DAMME F AMIL Y 

Gilsbakki, 8-16-13, roughly translated "house on the 
bank of the ravine", is the second and present home of 
George and Irene Van Damme. George was born on Aug. 
4, 1915 and Irene on April 2, 1918 at St. Alphonse, Man. 
and they were married there on Oct. 19, 1939. 

Their first home was at Greenway, where they started 
farming. When they started out they had four work 
horses, a couple of pigs, three cows, two calves and some 
chickens for their own use. 

In 1944, George and Irene moved to Gilsbakki. The 
house, built in 1904-1905, still remains much the same. 
There was a small shanty close to the house which was 
dismantled and rebuilt into an ice-house. Here, the milk, 
butter and cream were kept. Fruit was canned and meat 
was either canned or smoked. A freezer was bought when 
hydro came in. The ice-house was moved to the barnyard 
and used as a pumphouse. A milking machine was 
purchased in 1947. It was first run by an International 
one-and-a-half horsepower gas engine. Later it was 
hooked up to hydro. A new milking barn was built in 
1953 and was used as such until the 1970's. 

During the war years, hired help was hard to get. 
People had to pitch in and lend a hand to each other. 
George and his brother Leo, who farmed only two miles 
away, worked together to harvest. While the men were in 
the field, the women had to do chores for the house and 
the barn as there were always cows to be milked and other 
animals to be taken care of. 

A "B" John Deere was bought in 1943. It replaced the 
work horses. A combine and swather were bought in 
1952. This greatly reduced the amount of manual labour. 
Since then, newer and bigger machinery has taken over 
the physical workload. 

George and Irene are retired now. George still goes to 
the field, as every other "retired" farmer seems to. He 
enjoys woodworking and is constantly busy doing 
something for one of the children. Irene has a fairly large 
garden and spends a great deal of time there. They have 
seven children. 

Eileen was born on Nov. 1, 1941 and married Roy 
Cherniak. She went to teacher's college and then taught 
school. They now reside at Lockport, Man. 

Larry was born on Aug. 3, 1943. He married Debra 
Ross and they now reside at Baldur, farming. 

Doreen was born on Jan. 15, 1948. She also took her 
teacher's training and taught school. She married Warren 
Drake and they now reside in Winnipeg. 

Allan was born Dec. 12, 1950, and now resides at 
Cypress River. He is a farmer. He married Elaine 
Richmond. 

Kathy was born on Dec. 12, 1953. She married Garry 
Helbrecht and resides and works in Winnipeg. 

Belinda was born on Dec. 12, 1959. She married Alan 
Skardal, having worked for a time in Winnipeg. Alan and 
Belinda live at Baldur. 

Gordon was born Nov. 27, 1961. He resides at Baldur 
with his parents on the farm. He is also a farmer. 

George and Irene have four granddaughters and eight 
grandsons. 
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GERARD AND ALICE V AN DAMME 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Gerry, Alice holding Elaine. Middle 
Row: Yvonne and Agnes. Front Row: Arthur, 
Edward and Donald. 

Gerard married Alice Hutlet on Oct. 17, 1950. They 
started farming 1-6-13, on the Maurice Van Damme 
homestead, where they raised their six children: Yvonne, 
Agnes, Arthur, Donald, Edward and Elaine. 

Yvonne married Jerry De Smet of Cypress River on 
Oct. 11, 1969, and they took up farming in the Cypress 
district. They have three children, Connie, David and 
Janice. 

Agnes married Ronald Grenier of St. Leon on July 17, 
1971. Ronald is a painter and decorator and they live in 
Altamont. They have two children, Mariette and Brigitte. 

Arthur married Jacqueline Talbot of Manitou on Oct. 
11, 1975. They farm in the Cypress district and have four 
children, Laurie, Jason, Tiffany and Ryan. 

Donald married Lorraine Bisson of Baldur on Nov. 10, 
1979. They live on the original Maurice Van Damme 
homestead where the house had been torn down in 1981, 
and a house trailer moved on its site. They have one 
child, Nicole. 

Edward married Yvonne Ricard of Winnipeg on Nov. 
18, 1978. They had one son, Curtis. Edward is presently 
employed at a gravel construction site. Edward and son 
live in Winnipeg. 

Elaine is presently employed at the l.G.A. store in St. 
Boniface. 

In January, 1974, Gerard and Alice moved to NE. 18-6-
12 in the Cypress River district, where they are farmmg. 

ARTHUR AND JACQUELINE 
V AN DAMME F AMIL Y 

Arthur is the eldest son of Gerard Van Damme and 
Alice H utlet. He was born on Oct. 11, 1954, in Glenboro 
Hospital. He was raised on a farm SE 1-6-13 with his 
brothers and sisters. He took his schooling in St. 
Alphonse School. His fondest memories from school are 
the times when Father A. Hunfeld taught him the art of 
wrestling. Later he went to Notre Dame to further his 
education. . 

Arthur then worked with his dad, Gerard, learlll~g the 
trade of grain farming and dairying. For two wmters 



1 
Arthur and Jacqueline on their 
wedding day in 1973. 

Arthur then worked in a hog barn in Dugald. Every 
second week-end he would come out from Dugald' and as 
a result met Jacqueline Talbot. She was born on March 9 
1958, at Pembina Hills Hospital in Manitou. She is th~ 
eldest daughter of Robert Talbot and Antoinette 
Routhier. 

Jacqueline attended different schools including St. 
Leon, Notre Dame, Somerset and finally the Nellie 
McClung Collegiate in Manitou. After school she went to 
work as a sales clerk in a Macleods store in Morden. 
Later she was promoted to manager. 

Arthur and Jacqueline met April 3, 1973, and then 
were engaged on Oct. 11, 1974. On Oct. 11, 1975, they 
exchanged marriage vows at St. Leon Roman Catholic 
Church. After they returned from a honeymoon, which 
they enjoyed in San Francisco, California, they came 
home to the farm SE 2-6-13. 

Jason, Laurie Linda holding Ryan Daniel and 
Tiffany Lorraine. 

In 1975, Arthur bought SE 2-6-13 and N 1-6-13 
formerly. owned by Octave De Smet. On this farm the; 
ha~e a piggery which is called Hillcrest Hog-Operation. 
'Yith much help from his father, they have been farming 
SIllce. Arthur and Jacqueline have a family of four 
children: La~rie Linda, born on March 20, 1977, at 
Baldur HospItal; Jason Armand born on Aug. 22, 1978, 
in Bal?ur Hospital; Tiffany Lorraine born on May 28, 
1980, III Glenboro Hospital; Ryan Daniel born on Aug. 
1,1981, at Glenboro Hospital. 

MAURICE AND IDALIA VAN DAMME 
FAMILY 

Maurice Van Damme was born to Constant Henri Van 

Back Row: Esther, Gerard, and Elizabeth. Front Row: Maurice, Irene 
and Idalia. 

Damme and Marie Louise Geerlandt in Moorsele West 
Flanders, Belgium, on Oct. 26, 1890. He was ode of a 
family of 12 who later moved to Welvelgem, Belgium 
where he took his schooling. At the age of 12, Maurice 
started working at flax processing with his father and 
brothers from stacking, soaking the flax in the Lys River 
until its processing in the factory. Two older brothers, 
Arnie and Alphonse, previously immigrated to Canada 
and through correspondence, Odille and Maurice were 
convinced to also do so. They were told that there was 
abundant work, although hard, and much future open to 
them. These two brothers sailed third class from Belgium 
on March 20, 1912, via the ship "Lake Michigan 62" and 
docked at St. John, N.B. on April 4, 1912, where they 
went on by rail to St. Boniface where their brother 
Alphonse met them. He assisted them in starting out by 
helping him out on the farm. The only things they could 
afford were a pick, a shovel and a grub hoe. When spring 
arrived Maurice went to Cypress River by rail, where he 
was hired by a Mr. Landy of Bru, as a farmhand. The 
land was located on NW 10-6-13. He laboured here 
clearing land, sawing fence posts and stove wood with the 
Icelandic families until approximately 1916, when he and 
Odille purchased a farm in the R.M. of Lome, where 
they farmed together for four years. In 1920, Maurice 
purchased SE 1-6-13 in the R.M. of Argyle, which 
consisted of 18 acres of cultivated land, the remainder 
being bush and prairie. This land was formerly owned by 
Kjartan Stevenson. 

Idalia DeBlaere was born to Felix Deblaere and Emma 
Vanhaecke in Wingene, Belgium and was one of a family 
of eight children. She immigrated to Canada on July 6, 
1920, as a third class passenger on the ship "Scan
dinavian", arriving at the Port of Quebec on July 21, 
1920. She was a pin lace maker while in Belgium but 
when she came to Cypress River to reside with her sister 
Emerence Van Damme (Odille's wife) she worked as a 
housemaid. Here she met Maurice, whom she married on 
Dec. 27, 1920. During that summer they hired Triphon 
De Pauw, a carpenter, who helped them build their small 
three-room house, a barn and one granary. Here they 
raised a family of four children. Esther was born Dec. 26, 
1921. Elizabeth was born Nov. 9, 1922. Gerard was born 
Feb. 29, 1928. Irene was born Dec. 26, 1932. 
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All of the children attended St. Alphonse Roman 
Catholic Parish Church. The one main tradition which 
was observed by all was the New Year's tradition of the 
children taking a gift of Zuite Koek (Belgian Honey 
Cake) to their Godparents. The most popular en
tertainment was Belgian Bowling and playing the card 
game of Bien. 

During their early years of living in Canada both 
Maurice and Idalia had their problems with the English 
language and trying to make themselves understood when 
purchasing supplies from the English-speaking mer
chants. One day Idalia went to Bagot's Store in town to 
purchase some cloves to make sausages. She was unable 
to say the spice in clear English, so she asked the clerk for 
"gl-oves" which the clerk understood to be gloves and 
proceeded to ask her what size she wanted. Ida replied, 
"Oh! It's for the pig!" The clerk must have been terribly 
confused by that, as must have Idalia, as she went home 
with a pair of gloves instead of the spice she really 
needed. 

An incident that happened to Maurice which also 
involved making sausages was when he went to the 
butcher shop in Cypress River for some casings. In 
Fkmish casings are called "snaeren" but when he 
translated it to rough English it sounded much like snares 
(wire used to catch rabbits). With some explanation and 
sign language he was finally able to communicate that he 
was wanting casings, not snare wire, which he probably 
would have been sent out for if he had persisted with his 
translation of the word. 

As years passed by, Maurice cleared land until it was 
mostly broken, by using horses and a grub hoe. They 
grubbed trees from which they made fence posts and 
stove wood. Stumps were used for the "block" stoves as 
fuel. The land was ploughed by horse and plough. 
Groceries were bought in exchange of eggs, butter and 
cream. 

Esther attended Campeau School from grades I to VIII 
from 1926 to 1934. She then worked at home. Elizabeth 
attended Campeau School also, from 1927 to 1935. Both 
girls then made extra money stooking, threshing and 
doing housework for other families as well as at home. 
Gerard attended Campeau School from 1933 to 1942, 
when he started work on the home farm. Irene attended 
Campeau School, then went to the st. Alphonse Con
vent, Cypress Valley School, and finally Bru School. 

In 1945, Maurice bought NW 6-6-12 formerly owned 
by Leon Van Brackel. In 1946, they purchased their first 
tractor, a Cockshutt 60 and in 1947, they acquired their 
first car, a Ford. Electricity was introduced to the farm in 
1949. 

Elizabeth married Leon De Smet of St. Alphonse on 
Oct. 27, 1942. They resided on a farm in Lorne 
Municipality for one year, then moved to N 1-6-13 where 
they raised a family of three children: Octave, Marlene 
and Noreen. 

Esther married Marcel Verstraete, son of August 
Verstraete, on Nov. 5, 1946. (See Marcel Verstraete 
history). 

Gerard married Alice Hutlet of Bruxelles in 1950, and 
resided on the home farm ofl-6-13 where they raised six 
children: Agnes, Yvonne, Arthur, Donald, Edward and 
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Elaine. 
Irene married Albert Claeys of NW 9-6-13 of the R.M. 

of Argyle in 1953, and farmed on the former Victor 
Claeys farm three miles north of Cypress River in the 
R.M. of Victoria. They raised a family of four boys: 
Donald, Norman, Gordon and Eric. 

In 1950, Maurice and Idalia retired to Cypress River to 
the house formerly owned by William Carneigie until 
they moved and sold it to Bill Wood in 1968, to live 
alternately with Esther and Marcel and Irene and Albert 
as Idalia was ill. On Dec. 27, 1970, they celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary at Esther and Marcel's with 
several friends and relatives. 

On March 16, 1971, Idalia passed away in the Glen
boro Hospital and on Sept. 21, 1978, Maurice joined her 
when he passed away in Treherne Hospital. 

RAYMOND AND ANGELINE 
VAN DEN BOSSCHE FAMILY 

Jack, Raymond, Angeline and Mary. 

Raymond was born at Ursel, East Flanders, Belgium, 
Jan. 2, 1899, the eldest son of Jules and Eugene (De 
Baets) Van Den Bossche. He immigrated to Canada in 
1920, with his parents, brothers and sisters, and settled in 
the Bruxelles area where he worked on a farm scrubbing 
bush to clear the land. 

On Jan. 11, 1934, Raymond married Angeline Rigaux, 
who was born Jan. 11, 1909, the eldest daughter of 
Ernest and Victorine (De Schouwer) Rigaux. 

Raymond and Angeline had two children: Mary, born 
Oct. 5, 1934, and Jack, born Dec. 12, 1937. They, with 
their parents, moved to Greenway in 1939, and in 1941, 
this family settled on 6-5-13, east and south of Baldur. 

Raymond and Angeline sold this farm in 1960, and 
retired to Holland, Man., where Raymond passed away 
in 1980. Angeline still resides at Holland. 

Mary married Steve Jaslowski in 1959, who works for 
Manitoba Hydro and farms. They had three children: 
Diane, Mark and Cindy. Cindy was accidentally killed by 
a motorcycle in 1979. 

Jack married Sally Lacroix in 1958. They have four 
children: Debra, Kim, Dawn, and Raymond. They live in 
St. James where Jack is at present a school administrator. 



JOSEPH AND LEONIE V ASSART 
FAMILY 

Joseph and Leonie. 

Joseph Vassart, who was born Feb. 5, 1880, and his 
elder brother came from Belgium in 1899, after they had 
heard of all the good chances of making a living in 
Canada. When he arrived, his first job was working for 
the C.P.R., on the rail line through Napinka and points 
west. When the brothers heard their father in Belgium 
had become very ill, they decided to go back to Belgium. 
They didn't have much money, so they took the chance to 
go back on a cattle boat, where they had to clean the 
barns, feed and work among the cattle. It cost them only 
$40.00 for the trip, but the sea was very rough and there 
were many storms, so it was not a very pleasant trip. The 
voyage took them three weeks and when they arrived in 
Belgium, their father had passed away. 

After living in Canada they could not seem to get 
settled in Belgium again, so in 1903, they decided to come 
back to Canada. Joseph brought his mother and family 
back with him so they too, could enjoy the wonderful 
opportunity in Canada, as Belgium was very small and 
crowded. 

When he returned, Joseph took up a homestead in 
Grande Clairiere and cleared the land, built a log house, 
bought a couple of cows, some chickens and started 
farming. 

Joseph married Leonie Sierens in 1907, and they 
farmed in Grande Clairiere for a number of years. In 
1920, they decided to sell the farm, and they came to Dry 
River and farmed SW 10-4-12. Joseph cleared some land, 
picked and moved a large number of stones, and cleared 
more land so they could grow more crops. 

Joseph was also a good gardener and took great pride 
in growing vegetables. One year he was declared the 
champion potato grower of the West for having grown 30 
pounds of Irish Cobblers in one hill. 

Their family consisted of four girls and four boys. All 
of them went to the Dry River School. 

Joseph apd Leonie retired from the farm in 1947, and 
lived in Mariapolis. Leonie passed away on Feb. 2, 1956, 
at the age of 78 years; and Joseph went to live with his 
daughter, Marie, in Winnipeg. He died on Aug. 16, 1966, 
at the age of 86. 

The eldest, Marie, married Ubald Lavoie and managed 
the hotel in Mariapolis. Ubald passed away in 1946. They 

Back Row: Victor, Annie, August, Desire, Charlie and 
Marie. Front Row: Lucy and Edna. 

had one son, Robert. Marie is now retired and lives in 
Winnipeg. 

Annie married Phil Buydens. They were farmers, but 
are now retired and living in Holland. 

Charlie married Yvonne Buydens and was a carpenter. 
He built many homes and barns around the country. 
They too, are retired and live in Winnipeg. 

August married Josephine Foley and farmed for a 
number of years in the Dry River district. They have 
seven children, four girls and three boys. They are retired 
now and live in Cartwright. 

Desire married Cecile Depever and farmed for a 
number of years. They, too, are now retired and live in 
Pilot Mound. They have three children, two girls and one 
boy. Their son, Joseph, was named after his grandfather. 
He farms his dad's farm as well as his grandfather's old 
farm. 

Victor married Susan Dellaert and they still farm in the 
Glenora district. They have one son. 

Edna married Tom Williams and they farmed for a 
number of years in the Marringhurst district. They have 
three sons. Edna is now in Winnipeg and works as a 
cashier in a grocery store. 

Lucy, the youngest daughter, was born in Dry River. 
She married Charles Destoop who worked in the elevator 
for the United Grain Growers in Greenway. He was 
transferred a few years ago to run the elevator in 
Rosebank, where they still reside. They have one 
daughter, Linda, and one son, David. They both at
tended Baldur School. 

Their eight children along with their families, grand
children and great-grandchildren have a yearly reunion. 
Everyone looks forward to this gathering. 

JOE AND FLORENCE VERMEERSCH 
FAMILY 

Joe Vermeersch was born on March 25, 1898, in West 
Flanders, Belgium. He lost his mother when only school 
age, so household duties were expected of him and a 
younger brother, when the father was at work; 
bricklaying. 

An older brother and sister already in Canada, sent 
glowing reports of life there. Joe's father with his two 
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sons sailed for Canada. After landing in Quebec, they 
came to St. Alphonse, Man., where the older son was in 
hopes of re-uniting the family. 

Joe's father found "grubbing out trees" was not a job 
he enjoyed and he returned to Belgium. Joe stayed in 
Canada, though only a lad of 13. He went to live with 
Harves, west of St. Alphonse. Not happy there, Joe 
packed his grip and walked to the road now known as 
Highway No. 342, in Argyle Municipality. 

Hannes Sigurdson's children were playing on the road. 
As Joe came along he was invited into the Sigurdson 
home. Johannes had pity for this homeless youth, and 
Joe became a part of the Sigurdson family. He had fond 
memories of their kindness to him for the two or three 
years he helped Mr. Sigurdson. 

The summer of 1917, before he joined the army, Joe 
worked for Walter Parsonage Sr. 

After training at Camp Hughes, Joe went overseas with 
the 222nd Battalion where he was held in Aldershot, 
England, because he was too young for active duty. 
Missing his fellow soldiers, Joe urged his colonel to send 
him abroad. The duty given to Joe was to escort a 
deserter from Belgium back to the firing line. The 
deserter rejoined his 46th Battalion and this was the 
reason Joe fought for three months, three weeks and 
three days with this new battalion. Joe was badly 
wounded at Passchendael and was hospitalized in St. 
Omar, France. The shell shock left Joe very disabled and 
only after a convalescent period in England was he able 
to return to Canada in a convoy of hospital ships. He 
won medals for service in France and Belgium. 

By Nov. 11, 1918, Joe was in Deer Lodge Hospital, 
in Winnipeg. With armistice fever at a peak, Joe was 
released. The winter of 1918-1919 he worked in St. Vital 
until he became excited at the opportunity of buying a 
farm through the Soldiers' Settlement Board. 

Joe and Florence on their 
wedding day in 1920. 

Now that Joe was established, he became interested in 
Florence Vermere, the young schoolteacher at Campeau 
School. They were married in July, 1920, and it was at 
their farm they raised their family of Alice, Homer, and 
Bessie. 

In 1961, Joe and Florence retired to Victoria, B. C. 
Joe's sudden death on Jan. 15, 1979, left Florence to 
carryon their home at 715 Cordova Bay Rd., Victoria, 
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Alice, Bessie and Homer. 

B.C. Florence has many driftwood lamps and clocks to 
remind her of an interesting hobby which she and Joe 
enjoyed. 

Alice married Amadee Lussier of Belmont. They have 
a family of five. 

Homer lives in Argyle. (See Homer Vermeersch). 
Bessie married Dr. Baird Janes (deceased) and has a 

family of five. She resides in Mill Bay, B.C. 

HOMER AND ESTHER VERMEERSCH 
FAMILY 

Homer, Esther and son Joe. 

Homer was born three and one-half miles east and one
half mile north of 27-5-13. His parents were Joe and 
Florence Vermeersch and his school days were spent in 
the Campeau School. 

Joe bought the north half of the farm, 27-5-13, in 1944 
from Olafsons, who had moved to Winnipeg a couple of 
years prior, and at the time the farm was rented to Hallie 
Johnson. Just before Joe bought the farm, Wilbert 
Nordman had it rented for a year. 

There was plenty of fencing to be done and Homer 
remembers Wilbert showing him a new way to hammer in 
posts. Homer tried and nearly hammered a leg off, so 
will always remember him. Homer moved to live on this 
farm a couple of years later and started baching. The 
home place was near enough to commute and he really 
only bached in the winter, as the pasture and hay was 
down there. Joe spent many days repairing buildings, 
granaries and building new parts on the barn. A good 



thing Joe was handy with a hammer and saw because 
Homer wasn't. 

Homer had really good neighbours and had many good 
times. A fellow Homer chummed with for years, Frank 
Versluys, lived on the SW 35-5-13 with his parents and 
sister. 

Homer always prided himself on being able to tell who 
made the best bread, cake, cookies or coffee in the 
neighbourhood because, being a bachelor, he was forever 
visiting his neighbours. If he wanted a good cup of 
Icelandic coffee, his closest neighbours, the Gud
brandsons, was the place he would go. They were the 
nicest neighbours a person could have. 

On Homer's land a lot of clearing of the land was done 
and from 130 acres broken they now have 250. Much of 
the clearing of the bush was done with a stump puller. It 
was easier when the bulldozer came into the neigh
bourhood, much of the hard work was taken out of 
breaking new land. 

In 1958, Homer bought SE 27-5-13 which was owned 
by Peter Bell from Roland. This quarter at the time was 
mostly pasture as he had several head of cattle running on 
this land. They would load the cattle up from Homer's 
barn in the fall. Mr. Bell was a fine gentleman and the 
only man Homer ever knew who could stand on a ridge 
and count a herd of cattle on the run and not miss any. 
Homer was acquiring more cattle of his own and when 
Bell was ready to sell the quarter, Homer bought it. 
Today he hasn't too many cattle and has broken up all 
the land on this quarter that was fit for cropping. 

In the early 1950's Homer also rented the NE 34-5-13 
from Gudny and Runa Gudbrandson and rented it until 
1964, when he bought it. Today this quarter is also all 
broken except for the creek running through it. 

In 1967, Homer finally took the big step and married 
Esther Sys, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Camiel 
Sys, a girl from a dairy farm just east of St. Boniface. 
Homer never had a Holstein cow on the farm, but that 
changed. Esther milks her cow and Homer keeps a few 
hens (she hates hens). However, this is a good 
arrangement, plenty of milk, butter, eggs on hand at all 
times. 

On March 21, 1969, they were blessed with a son, Joe, 
named after his grandfather. Hopefully, little Joe will 
follow his dad's footsteps and take up farming. 
However, Homer and Joe will have to wait a few more 
years to find out, as Joe just passed into grade VIII. Joe 
goes to school in St. Alphonse, as the family belongs to 
the Mountain School Division. 

In the year 1975 they built a new home with Harry and 
Earl Warrener as carpenters. Ken De Baets bought the 
other house, which was moved to his farm and has been 
remodelled. 

JOHN AND BETTY VERSPEEK 
FAMILY 

John Verspeek came to Canada from the Netherlands, 
with his parents; Peter and Marie Verspeek, three sisters 
and one brother, in 1927. 

Back Row: Oliver, Lois, Lloyd, Linda holding Stacey, Tanya, Rick with 
Rhondda and Sheldon in front of him. Front Row: Kurtis, Troy, Betty, 
John and Kelly. 

Their life in Canada began at Manor Sask. There they 
farmed and John left school at an early age and worked 
for farmers in the area. In 1934, the family moved to 
Rocanville, Sask. John helped his parents on the farm 
and worked out as well. 

In the fall of 1944, John worked at Brandon Meat 
Packing Plant and met Betty Koldyk who at that time 
was also working at the Packers. 

Betty and John were married in 1945, and went far
ming at Rocanville on a rented farm. They farmed for 
two years and then the farm was sold and they gave up 
farming. 

In 1947, they moved to Brandon and John worked at 
the Packers again. They bought an older house and they 
rented out some rooms and kept a few boarders. 

Their first child, Richard Peter (Rick) was born while 
they lived in Brandon. 

In the fall of 1948, they moved to Baldur and rented E 
18-4-13 from R. Koldyk. They were very happy to have 
the opportunity to start farming again. They moved in 
with Betty's brother, Sybren Koldyk at that time for the 
winter and the next summer. Sybren lived alone so was 
happy to have them. It was a big help to them as Sybren 
had cows for milk. They made a garden and helped each 
other. 

In the fall of 1949, they moved to another farm closer 
to Baldur. This farm was the N 31-4-13, which they 
rented from Jim Guilbert. 

Their first daughter Linda Jean was born in 1950. That 
same fall the family was saddened by the unfortunate 
accident that took the life of Sybren. 

In the following years Mrs. Armand Rheault bought 
the farm and John continued to rent from her. 

Their second daughter, Lois Carol was born in 1957. In 
the fall they bought the farm from Mrs. Rheault. 

In 1959, they bought E 19-4-13 from the Guilberts. In 
1964, they bought NE 3-5-14 also from the Guilberts. In 
1963, they put up a new house. 

Rick and Linda started school at Huff then when Huff 
School closed they went to Baldur. Linda also took two 
years at Glenboro. Lois took all her schooling at Baldur. 

Rick married Rhondda Elliott in 1966, and they live in 
Killarney. They have two boys, Sheldon and Kelly and 
one girl Tanya. 
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Lois married Oliver Morin in 1973, and they live in 
Winnipeg. They have two boys Kurtis and Troy. 

Linda married Lloyd Kitz in 1975, they live in Bran
don. They have one daughter, Stacey. 

In 1973, John and Betty sold NE 3-5-14 to Glen and 
Ron Paddock. In 1974, they sold N 31-4-13 and E 19-4-13 
to Glen Mitchell. They then retired from farming to live 
in Carman. 

MARCEL AND ESTHER VERSTRAETE 
FAMILY 

Back Row: Marcel and Lorna. Middle Row: Marvin, 
Esther and Ronald. Front: ianita. 

On January 5, 1920, Marcel Verstraete was born to 
August Verstraete and Clementine Van De V oorde in 
Ruyselede, West Flanders, Belgium. In March of that 
year, they decided to come to Canada as August's sister 
had already settled there. They worked as a hired couple 
for his sister and her husband, Marie and Jules De Backer 
in the R.M. of Lorne. They raised three more children 
here, namely Clara (Mrs. Andre De Ruyck), Rene 
(married to Margaret Schamp), and Margaret (Mrs. 
Lawrence Wood). In 1921, they rented the farm from 
Theophil Almey when the De Backers moved. They 
remained here until 1943, when they rented and moved to 
NW 18-6-12 until retirement in 1951, moving to the town 
of Cypress River. 

Marcel attended the schools of Grange in the R.M. of 
Lorne and Cypress Valley in the R.M. of Argyle. He 
farmed with his father until Nov. 5, 1946, when he 
married Esther Van Damme, the eldest daughter of Idalia 
De Blaere of Wingene, Belgium and Maurice Van 
Damme of Moorsele, Belgium, in St. Alphonse Roman 
Catholic Parish Church, officiated by Rev. Fr. La Pointe. 
He and Esther took up farming in the R.M. of Argyle on 
the S 20-6-13 and NW 21-6-13, which was purchased by 
his father August Verstraete in 1946, from Haldor 
Johnson of Cypress River. In 1956, Marcel purchased 
this farm from him. In 1966, they bought W 16-6-13 and 
NW 16-6-13, formerly owned by Oscar Josephson. They 
purchased the Bru Hall and grounds in 1973. In 1980, 
they acquired SW 33-6-13, hay land formerly owned by 
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Thorstein Johnson. 
They raised a family of four children. Lorna was born 

in the Glenboro Memorial Hosptial, now the Senior 
Citizens' Home, on June 19, 1952. Ronald was born also 
in the Glenboro Memorial Hospital on Feb.20, 1955. 
Marvin was born in the new Glenboro Hospital on Nov. 
16, 1956. Janita Anne was born in Treherne Hospital on 
Jan. 9, 1964, and died Sept. 2, 1978. The three eldest 
attended Cypress River Elementary School and continued 
in Glenboro Collegiate. Lorna took secretarial training at 
Red River Community College and Ronald went on to 
take agricultural mechanics at Assiniboine Community 
College. Marvin undertook carpentry, also at A.C.C. 
where he then went on to work for experience at 
Desrochers and Talbot Lumber in Mariapolis. Janita 
took her elementary schooling to Grade VI in Cypress 
River, then took junior high schooling, completing her 
Grade VIII, in Glenboro. 

Lorna married Robert Pittet of Holland on July 31, 
1971, in St. Alphonse Roman Catholic Parish Church, 
officiated by the Rev. Fr. Alex Hunfeld. They now reside 
in Holland with their three children, Jean-Paul, Carla 
and Matthew. 

Ronald married Valerie Witherspoon of Glenboro on 
May 7, 1977, in St. Alphonse Roman Catholic Parish 
Church also officiated by Rev. Fr. Hunfeld and now live 
on the SE 17-6-13 with their daughter, Amber. 

Marvin farms with his father and as of 1981, rents the 
Van Der Vennet estate on W 17-6-13. 

On July 4, 1974, destruction hit when the barn and 
granaries were burned to the ground. Eight head of 
cattle, 19 hogs, 75 chickens as well as hay, straw and 
several hundred bushels of oats and barley were lost in 
the fire. A new barn was constructed to replace the old 
one in October of 1974. 

The hardships of farming included the droughts of 
1961, and 1980, the rusting out of 1958, several terrible 
hailstorms as well as cyclones and tornadoes, and finally 
now the high costs of new machinery. 

RONALD AND VALERIE VERSTRAETE 
FAMILY 

Amber Dawn, Valerie and Ronald. 

Ronald August was born on Feb. 20, 1955, to Marcel 
and Esther (VanDamme) Verstraete of the R.M. of 



Argyle. He was raised with his brother, Marvin and two 
sisters, Lorna and Janita on the SE 20-6-13 where he 
learned to farm from his parents. Schooling included 
Grades I to VIII in Cypress River and Grades IX and X in 
Glenboro. In 1972-1973, he attended Assiniboine 
Community College where he was trained in agricultural 
mechanics. After completing his course, he continued 
farming with his father and brother, renting SW 16-6-13 
from his father for three years. He earned extra wages 
working at odd jobs for local farmers and businesses 
during the quieter months. On Feb. 24, 1976, he rented N 
20-6-13 from Lindal Hallgrimson for three years. On 
April 15, 1976, Ron purchased SE 17-6-13 from N. Barry 
Williams, but was only able to work it the following 
spring. 

On May 7, 1977, Ronald married Valerie Anne 
Witherspoon, youngest daughter of Lome and Sylvia 
(Beech) Witherspoon of Glenboro, born on Oct. 7, 1957. 
They moved to NE 29-6-12 in the R.M. of Lome, rented 
to them by Donald Richmond and the former home of 
Archie Richmond. They lived there until Oct. 1977, when 
they decided to build a house on SE 17-6-13 in Argyle 
Municipality. Most of the house was built by Marvin, 
Ronald and Marcel with several others helping whenever 
needed. It was the winter of 1977 that Valerie was em
ployed by the Glenboro District Hospital as a casual 
nurse's aid, where she still works. 

On Nov. 15, 1978, they moved the old cattle barn from 
the Oscar Josephson farmstead to its new resting place 
beside the existing barn on their farmstead. The next 
spring the original barn was torn down. The lower 
portion of Oscar's barn was renovated to accommodate 
pigs instead of cattle, a farrow-to-finish operation. 

On July 10, 1979, a daughter, Amber Dawn, was born 
in the Treherne Hospital, a new and welcome addition to 
the family. During that summer the small three-room 
house situated directly in front of the new house was torn 
down. 

To date, the Verstraetes are busy improving the house 
grounds and adding to grain storage space, making their 
mark in the history of the R.M. of Argyle. 

ANDREW AND MARY VICKERS 
FAMILY 

. Andrew and Mary 

Andrew Vickers, and his brother William (Billy) 
immigrated to Canada in 1908, from their home near 
Edinburgh, Scotland, at the age of 29 and settled in the 
Russell district. 

Two years later, Mary Mitchell Williamson, arrived in 
Canada from Scotland. Mary married Andrew Vickers in 
1910. Their daughters Rita and Marion were born in 
Russell. They moved to the Greenway district where 
Christopher, Robert, and Ellen were born. Later they 
moved to Lyleton where their youngest daughter Jean 
was born. 

In 1934, Andrew and Mary moved to Morris, Man., 
where they lived until they passed away. Andrew died 
Oct. 10, 1957, age 78. Mary died Nov. 16, 1977, age 91. 

Back Row: Ellen, Marion and Christopher. Front Row: Jean and 
Robert. Rita on right. 

Rita married James Leach and moved to Stayner, Ont. 
where they now reside. They had two children, Robert 
and Marion. 

Marion married William Fraser and resided in Morris, 
Man. until her death March 9, 1981. They adopted four 
children. William (Billy), Gayle, Donald and Roberta. 

Christopher married Grace Lightfoot and is now living 
in Abbotsford, B.C. They adopted a son James. 

Robert married Florence Willis and lives at Cobden, 
Ont. 

Ellen married Glenn Anderson and lives at Morris, 
Man. They have four children, David, Andrea, Ronald 
and Glenda. 

Jean married Kenneth Cox and lives in Winnipeg, 
Man. They have two daughters, Deborah, (Debbie) and 
Victoria (Vicki). 

NOSTALGIA 
THOMAS AND MARY VICKERS FAMILY 

In 1908, Tom, the second youngest in his family, 
ventured the long monotonous voyage from Scotland to 
Canada to join his brothers who were already in the 
Baldur-Greenway area. He followed his brothers into this 
farming community, not because he was physically suited 
to it nor experienced. He had completed his grade XII 
and gone into tailoring. At some point he had been 
advised that he would enjoy better health in a drier 
climate. He received glowing letters of this land of op
portunity, so he too decided to answer Canada's 
challenge . 

He worked very hard and he, like many others, must 
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Mary Sr. and Tom on left. Mary Jr. on right. 

have suffered great hardships. Then in 1913, Mary 
consented to travel to this new land. Tom obviously had 
not informed Mary of the existing conditions and she was 
totally unprepared for the tasks that faced her. Spurning 
all superstitions, they were married on the 13th of the 
third month in 1913, in a farm house on 13-4-13. Mary 
felt that living on a farm was like being in heaven -
"There was no night there". (Farmers worked from 
dawn to dawn.) Mary Jr. remembers, as a child, seeing 
people in their living room convulsed with laughter, as 
Mary Sr. regaled them with accounts of her adventures, 
her achievements and her faux pas. 

Those were the days of threshing gangs of 28 to 30 
men, who were fed for three weeks. Imagine the 
challenge the inexperienced cook faced. But this was the 
courage that built up communities. 

To grow up in the village of Greenway, the deserted 
village of today, was an experience of happiness. It was 
the hub of activity for a radius of 20 miles. People came 
from every corner to the weekly dances held in the 
community hall, which was built through the donations 
of Thomas Vickers and many others. Chris and John 
Vickers helped to establish the hall by playing without 
charge, for a period of five years, for the weekly winter 
dances that those of all ages attended. 

Here in 1917, Thomas Vickers purchased three and a 
half acres of land and built their home which Mary 
thought was ideally situated, being the centre from which 
all important facets of the hamlet radiated; the rink, the 
school, the church, the hall, the store and the post office. 
After the death of Mr. Anderson, Mary took over as 
postmistress. 

Tom, after moving into Greenway, worked for the 
C.N.R. In his own quiet way he contributed to the 
community. He always found time to cultivate and care 
for a large garden. His flowers were always beautiful. 
Every year Tom received prizes and nearly every year 
brought home the cup for his vegetable collection from 
the Greenway fair. 

Mary Jr. remembers working for the fair, helping with 
entries the night before, and working with judges in the 
hall on: the day of the fair. On the fair day, she also 
recalls helping to serve lunch and dinner in the rink. 
Those big jugs surely were heavy. 

No matter how Mary Sr. felt, she always had time to 
listen to anyone's tale of woe or tale of happiness, and 
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their office became a visiting centre as well as a depot for 
mail. Many young people made Mary Sr. their confidant; 
and older people too, came with their troubles. 

In communities of an older day, concerts and plays 
were an integral part. For many years Mary Sr. 's lovely 
voice was part of the program. Mary Jr. 's first concert 
performance was at the age of four years. She remembers 
that she stood on a chair. Every year at church and 
school concerts, she was expected to sing. Mary Jr. also 
sang in the church choir and took her turn at playing the 
organ for services. She also participated in school plays in 
elementary and high school. When she came home for the 
months of May to September, from university, she taught 
music to a few pupils from the elementary school. 

Tom and Mary Sr., like others in the community, 
donated money in order that the rink could be built. One 
sheet of curling ice engendered more enthusiasm from the 
spectators than the Silver Broom, and an open air skating 
rink that was used by many age groups, was the com
munity centre of its day. 

Here they had a community that, although it did not 
grow, was in many ways ahead of its time. The one-room 
school was the forerunner of the open area method 
thought to be so modern. The students were exposed to a 
variety of teachers, because it took a dedicated one to 
remain a full term with 45 children and 8 grades. Mary 
Jr. recalls that when she was in grade four, she helped 
pupils in grades V and VI with arithmetic. She took four 
grades in two years, so obviously to some extent she 
moved at her own rate. 

Greenway was the junction of the railway. Apart from 
two daily trains, it had a branch line. Sociology would 
tell that this was the ideal spot for a village to grow, but it 
was not so. 

Mary Jr. completed her grade XI in Baldur High 
School, then went to boarding school at St. Mary'S 
Academy and College in Winnipeg, to take grade XII and 
continue university studies. She received her B.A. and 
then attended the faculty of education at the University 
of Manitoba. She felt honoured to be offered a teaching 
position in the area in which she had grown up, but 
believed that it was preferable to move farther afield. She 
taught in Glenella; was principal of a one-room high 
school at Eriksdale (which position was accepted for her 
by the Minister of Education at that time, Ivan Schultz); 
then on to the Melita Collegiate and from there to Pine 
Falls, where in 1949, Mary married Robert Cecil Cook of 
Winnipeg. Their two daughters were born in Pine Falls; 
Roberta Mary in 1950, and Barbara Jean in 1952. In 
1958, Mary returned to teaching in the Pine Falls 
Collegiate, (only half time). She continued working in her 
profession until 1973. 

Since Tom's death in 1964, Mary Sr. has resided in 
Pine Falls. In 1981, she celebrated her ninety-seventh 
birthday. . 

WILLIAM VICKERS 

William Vickers was a younger brother of Chris. Sr. 
born at Loanhead, County of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
April 9, 1877. 



William, known as "Uncle Billy". 

When leaving school he worked in a coal mine, later 
taking employment as a greens keeper at a golf course 
near Edinburgh. 

He married Mary Jack in 1906. She passed away 
suddenly after eight months of marriage. 

Shortly after Mary's death William and his brother 
Andrew came to Canada in 1908, and farmed around 
Greenway. 

After farming awhile William was employed with the 
C.N.R., working on the track at Greenway. He spent a 
short time at Glenora before retiring. 

William was known to everyone as "Uncle Billie". He 
took an active part in the Greenway Church and was 
always available to light the fires and cut the grass. He 
loved music, especially hymns and conducted the Church 
Choir. 

Uncle Billie enjoyed his small home, car and garden. 
He was an ardent fisherman, enjoyed the odd curling 
game and was always ready to lend a helping hand. 

From 1935, until 1958, Uncle Billie only missed 
spending one Christmas and New Years with Frances and 
John Vickers at Brandon, that being the year he was at 
Glenora. 

In May 1957, Uncle Billie took up residence at the 
Eventide Home, Brandon. He made many new friends 
and enjoyed visiting John and Frances and family and 
their friends. Everyone called him "Uncle Billie" at 
Brandon, too. 

William passed away May 12, 1959. He is buried in the 
Rosewood Memorial Gardens, Brandon. 

One of the men at Eventide Home said, "He was the 
best friend I ever had". 

CHRISTOPHER SR. AND JANET VICKERS 
FAMILY 

Christopher Vickers Sr. was born at Loanhead, 
County of Edinburgh, Scotland, Aug. 10,.1873. . . 

When leaving school he apprentIced tmlormg. 
Christopher Vickers married Janet Dick in December, 
1899. Janet was born near Edinburgh Nov. 8, 1875. They 
made their home at Straiton, County of Edinburgh, 
Scotland, where Chris Sr. continued his tailoring 
business, until they left for Canada, May 28, 1910. 

They had two sons: Christopher Jr. born June 18, 
1901, and John Dick, born Sept. 12, 1903. 

Janet and Christopher Sr. 

Arriving in Baldur June, 1910, Chris Sr. and Janet 
worked for George Stratford, south of Greenway, later 
renting his farm. About two years later, he rented John 
Godkin's farm closer to Greenway. 

In the fall of 1924, Chris Sr. and Janet moved north of 
Greenway to live with their son, John. . 

While in the Greenway district they took an actIve part 
in the Greenway Church and Sunday School, also 
community affairs. Janet having arthritis, her activities 
became limited, but was always happy to be part of what 
was going on. She was very fortunate to have such a 
wonderful husband to care for her. 

About the year 1931, Chris Sf. and Janet took up 
residence in Baldur, where he was caretaker at the Royal 
Bank until 1935. 

June 5, 1935, they moved to Brandon where he was 
employed as caretaker at the Canadian Bank of Com
merce, until he retired. 

Janet Vickers died at the age of 70, April 30, 1946. 
Chris Sf. continued to live in their suite until May, 1952. 
He lived with his son and daughter-in-law John and 
Frances until his death, Feb. 18, 1955. Both are buried in 
the Brandon Cemetery. 

CHRIS JR. AND NETTIE VICKERS 
FAMILY 

Seated: Chris, Nettie and Ivan. Back Row: Janet, Betty and Madelaine. 
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Chris Vickers, the oldest son of Christopher and Janet 
Vickers, was born in Scotland, June 18, 1901. He came to 
the Greenway area with his parents in 1910. After his 
secondary education was completed, he was married, in 
1924, to Jeanetta Margaret (Nettie) Parsonage who was 
born in 1897, and who taught at Frey School prior to her 
marriage. Chris and Nettie's children were: Ivan, Betty, 
Janet and Madelaine. 

Chris and Nettie settled in the Baldur area, supporting 
the family by farming and working as a municipal land 
assessor. Throughout this period, at a time when there 
were no resources available, Chris read widely, learning 
as much as possible about archaeology and the history of 
neighbouring Manitoba. 

In the thirties, forties and early fifties, Chris conducted 
20 major excavations in southern and western Manitoba, 
scrupulously making notes, cataloguing the artifacts 
recovered, and writing reports on his findings. From 
these he developed the first chronology for the native 
groups resident in Manitoba during late prehistoric and 
early fur trade times. 

His most extensive excavation was at the "Avery" site 
at Rock Lake. 

Chris was assisted throughout his career by his wife 
and children. After a number of years of excavation, and 
recording of data and analysis, he left active field work in 
1951, and became provincial editor for the "Winnipeg 
Free Press" a position he held until his retirement. As 
such, Chris was able to popularize the subject of ar
chaeology in more than 300 book reviews, articles and 
editorials in local publicati6ns. 

He was instrumental in developing the department of 
anthropology at the University of Manitoba in 1960, and 
also in forming the Manitoba Archaeological Society and 
the Association of Manitoba Archaeologists. 

Chris has donated his large collection of artifacts to 
both the University of Manitoba and the University of 
Winnipeg, and also the Manitoba Museum of Man and 
Nature. 

Chris has been honoured by the provincial government 
with a Provincial Pin in 1968, and a Centennial Com
memoration Medal in 1970. He has also received a 
lifetime honorary membership in the MAS and awards 
from the Manitoba Historical Society and the Red River 
Historical Society. In the spring of 1981, the Association 
of Manitoba Archaeologists and the Manitoba Ar
chaeological Society jointly published a volume entitled, 
"Directions of Manitoba Prehistory: Papers in Honor of 
Chris Vickers". 

Chris still lives in retirement in Winnipeg. His wife, 
Nettie, is still most cheerful in spite of being confined to a 
wheelchair in a nursing home. 

Chris and Nettie's children were all born and took their 
elementary and high school education at Baldur. 

Ivan married Ellen Craven of Pierson. They have a 
family of six daughters and one son: Donna, Helen, 
Grace, Sylvia, Joyce, Kay and Grant. Ivan has been 
employed as Clerk of their Municipality with office in 
Pierson where they reside. Recently, Ivan was offered the 
position of secretary-treasurer of the Antler River School 
Division. Ellen has an Autopac office in their home. 

Betty took normal school and university courses which 
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trained her for a long teaching career. She is employed by 
the Winnipeg School Division. She married Ken Nathu 
and they have one daughter, Elizabeth. 

Janet was a victim of polio at an early age but in spite 
of her handicap, which confines her to a wheelchair, she 
remains cheerful and has been employed by Brathwaite's 
Drugs for many years. Janet has competed nationally in 
athletics for the handicapped. 

Madelaine trained as a registered nurse and has 
practised her profession almost constantly. She married 
Irving Crawford, a transit driver, and they have one son, 
Keith. 

JOHN DICK AND FRANCES VICKERS 
FAMILY 

Frances and John, taken on their 50th wedding 
anniversary in 1978. 

John Dick, second son of Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Vickers Sr., was born Sept. 12, 1903, at Straiton, County 
of Edinburgh, Scotland. He came to Canada with his 
parents in 1910, and received his education in Scotland, 
Zephyr and Greenway Schools. 

John helped his dad on the farm, south of Greenway, 
until the fall of 1924, when he rented Art Conibear's 
farm, north of Greenway, taking his parents with him, 
until they moved to Baldur about 1931. He participated 
in the Agricultural Society fairs, and was secretary
treasurer of the community hall. For a number of years 
he played the violin at the Greenway dances, held in the 
hall. 

On June 12, 1928, John married Frances Margaret 
Girling. Frances was born in Glenboro on Jan. I, 1908, 
the first child of Lorne and Persis Girling. Previous to 
her marriage, she worked for Bob and Edith Ramage, 
long-time friends of her family. 

In 1935, they left the farm, and moved to Brandon, 
where John was employed at the Brandon Creamery for a 
short time. He was one of the first to start work, as a 
labourer, with the original Central Refineries in 1936, 
and transferred to Anglo-Canadian Oils, Ltd. March 30, 
1938, when Central Oils was taken over by Anglo
Canadian Oils, Ltd. He worked on construction until 
1939, and then transferred to process work. John served 
as gauger, treaterman, skimming unit operator, thermal 



cracking unit operator, until promoted to shift supervisor 
in 1950. In January, 1965, British American Oils (Gulf of 
Canada) took over Anglo-Canadian Oils Ltd. During the 
strike in the fall of 1965, John spent three months 
working at the Clarkson Refinery in Ontario, which was 
a wonderful experience. After 30 years of employment at 
the refinery, he retired on Oct. 30, 1966. 

John and Frances have two children: Dorothy 
Margaret, born June 13, 1929, at Glenboro; and Allan 
John, born Jan. 24, 1942, at Brandon. Dorothy married 
Jack Sproule (deceased) and has three children; Gloria, 
Barry and Gail. She is now married to Jack Hillis. Allan 
married Darlene Bartlett, and they have three children: 
Mark, Philip and Corrine. Both families reside in 
Brandon. 

Of more than 200 people who came to honour Frances 
and John on their 50th wedding anniversary, many were 
friends and relatives from the Argyle Municipality. They 
still live at 820-16th Street, Brandon, and enjoy their 
summers at Sandy Lake. 

"THE MORNINGTON HISTORY" 
BRUCE AND EMMA WAITT FAMILY 

Llewellyn Waitt 
Garnet and May Darling Family 

"Mornington" was the family farm home of the Waitt 
brothers, Bruce and Llewellyn, where they remained as 
partners until 1923. Bruce Montgomery Waitt was born 
in Chanaral, Chili, in May, 1871, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Waitt of Croydon, England. He returned 
to England with his parents two years later. 

Bruce had six brothers and four sisters. When Mrs. 
Waitt died in 1887, the family began to leave their home 
in England, each his or her own way. 

Lleweflyn and Bruce. 

Bruce Waitt came to Canada in July, 1888, to learn 
farming from Mr. Stark, the first clerk in this 
municipality, on 6-4-14. 

Llewellyn came to Canada in 1889, to join his brother. 
They travelled by boat and train to Winnipeg and from 
there to Roseberry by way of Pilot Mound. 

They worked with Mr. Stark until attaining NW 4-4-14 
in 1890, from Mr. James Graham of Roseberry P.O. 
They lived in an old log house (of which the south wall 
remains). Walking plows and oxen were used for 
breaking land. 

Their sister, Alison, joined them in 1891, and helped 
them until she married Andrew Mabon, who later passed 
away in 1894. In the following year she returned to 
England. 

In 1892, brother Victor came to Canada. He settled on 
land in the Neelin area, which was later sold to William 
Cooper. While living there he named the stony hill north 
of the farm' 'Victoria Hill". 

This family was noted for their ability to play piano 
and organ, to sing and to act. They were very fond of 
cricket, tennis and football. They were staunch 
Anglicans, and were confirmed in the Roseberry Church. 
Llewellyn was an organist and played for their church 
and entertainments. Bruce and the late Fred Stevens will 
be remembered for their performance in the play "May 
and December". 

As time passed, they bought SW 9-4-14 and S 8-4-14. 
In 1899, they built a new house; the carpenter was Arthur 
Dibbon. A large steel barn, built in 1910, is still in use. 
The brothers went into raising horses for many years and 
did so until the late 1930's. At one time 36 horses were in 
the barn to be fed and watered and as many as 8 or 10 

Bruce holding Olive, Emma, Blanche and May. 

horses were ready for the fields each day. Horse power 
was used for crushing and the grain was cut and stacked 
in the fall to await the steam threshing outfit of many 
workers. In 1918, they bought their own threshing 
machine. In later years more cattle were raised and more 
rust resistant grains were grown and the tractors and 
heavy machinery took over the work on the farm. 

In 1903, Bruce married Miss Emma Thorn, of 
Beresford, Man., who was the teacher of Welsh School. 
To this couple, three daughters were born, the eldest 
being Esme May, born 1904. 

Blanche, the second daughter of Bruce and Emma 
Waitt, was born in 1908 at Baldur. She attended Con
naught School, then Neelin and Baldur, followed by a 
short course at Success Business College, Winnipeg. As a 
girl she loved to sew and her hobbies were horseback 
riding in summer and snowshoeing in winter. She stayed 
at home to help her mother for some years. Blanche was 
an ardent Anglican Church worker from an early age 
when she learned to attend church with her family in 
Neelin. She enjoyed all the social life and fine friendship 
of the community of Neelin where she met her future 
husband. In 1936 she married Johnson Drewry of 
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Mather, where they lived and farmed until retmng to 
Pilot Mound in 1976. They had one daughter, Shirley 
Marlatt, and two grandsons, Brooke and Bradley Dalton, 
who live now in Vancouver, B.C. Jack Drewry passed 
away in 1978 and Blanche still resides in their home in 
Pilot Mound, Man. 

Olive Gertrude was born in 1916. Olive married Wm. 
Trinder of Neelin. They live in Winnipeg. 

Bruce and Emma were ardent and active workers of the 
Anglican Church in the communities of Roseberry, 
Neelin and Baldur. Emma was a member of St. Paul's 
W.A. and during the war knit hundreds of socks, mitts 
and sweaters as well as doing her mission work. 

May started to school at Rosehill in 1910, as Con
naught was in the process of being built. Later she at
tended Baldur High School. She was fond of music and 
dramatics as her pastime and was a lover of flowers and 
nature. Owing to family illness she was unable to further 
her education at Brandon as planned, but stayed on the 
farm to help. 

Bruce M. Waitt contracted pneumonia and passed 
away on Nov. 18, 1923. The service was held in St. 
Mark's Anglican Church; burial in Baldur Cemetery. 

In October, 1925, May was married to Garnet Darling 
of Treherne in St. Mathew's Cathedral, by the Bishop of 
Brandon. They went to Regina to live, where Garnet was 
engaged as a foreman on the Experimental Farm. A son 
was born to them in 1926, Calvin Boyd. 

In 1927, they returned to Baldur to work on the family 
farm, owing to Uncle Llew's ill health. Here the second 
son was born, Jack Montgomery, in 1929. They moved 
into their cottage in 1929. 

In 1930, their third son was born, Douglas William. 
Jack and Calvin took their early schooling at Con

naught and high school in Neelin. They enjoyed the 
sports, curling, skating and baseball. 

Standing: Jack, Calvin and William. Seated: Garnet 
and May. 

As teenagers the boys spent many happy hours hun
ting, fishing and shooting with their father. 

Jack finished high school at Baldur and went on to 
train to be a C.N .R. operator. He now lives and works in 
Portage la Prairie. 

Calvin joined the army. William (Bill) took his 
elementary school at Connaught and graduated from 
Baldur in 1948. He also loved sports and singing. He won 
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the "Rose Bowl" at the festival in Baldur in 1948. Bill 
now lives in Toronto. 

Llew Waitt passed away on Sept. 12, 1957, at the age 
of 84 years. The service was held in St. Mark's Church; 
burial in Baldur Cemetery. This left Garnet and May the 
farm partners. 

Emma Waitt passed away on Dec. 7, 1965, at Baldur 
Hospital at the age of 86 years. The service was held in St. 
Mark's Church; burial in Baldur Cemetery. 

May was very active in the St. Paul's W.A. and church 
affairs. She was the Tiger Hills Deanery Dorcas Secretary 
for over 20 years and was awarded a life membership in 
May, 1961. She worked at the hospital as an aide for 10 
years and took an active part in all its social affairs. 

Garnet and May celebrated their 50th anniversary in 
October, 1975, with all their family and many, friends 
attending. Garnet served on the Hospital Board from 
1947 to his retirement in 1976. He served on the 
Southwest Health Unit Board far 10 years; also on the 
Argyle Lodge Board; as well as on the Co-op Poultry and 
Dairy Pool Boards. 

On July 19, 1979, Garnet passed away at Brandon 
General Hospital. The service was held in St. Mark's 
Church; burial in Baldur Cemetery. May still resides in 
Baldur. 

JULES AND MAL VENA 
W ALLEYN F AMIL Y 

Jules purchased NE 15-4-13 from William Tisdale. 
Here, he brought his wife, Malvena (Fraser), and his 
family, to live. Their post office was Greenway. His 
children attended Excelsior School. In 1929, they moved 
to the Marringhurst district on 24-3-13. 

After farming here for four years they moved back to 
the farm on 15-4-13. 

Jules and Malvena's family are, Therese, Madelaine, 
Gregarine, Romeo, Rosario, Rosie, Julie and Blanche. A 
daughter Eulalie died at a very early age when they were 
living in the Marringhurst district. Madelaine died Feb. 9, 
1970, at the age of 46. 

In 1952, Jules and Malvena moved to Brandon. After a 
series of renters, the farm is now owned by W olfegang 
Damm. 

On Oct. 2, 1980, at St. Michael's Academy in Bran
don, Jules and Malvena celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary with their children, 22 grandchildren and 22 
great-grandchildren. Many relatives and friends called on 
them to wish them both health and happiness. 

It is interesting to note that Malvena comes from a 
family of 11 and she is the only one of the brothers and 
sisters to celebrate 60 years of marriage. 

BJORN AND KRISTIN WALTERSON 
FAMILY 

Bjorn Walters on was born Sept. 10, 1850, at 
Meidavollum in Kelduhverfi, Iceland, to Sigvaldi 
Bjornsson and Valgerdur Bjornsdottir. Bjorn's father 
died when he was eight years old and his mother's 
brother, Joseph Bjornsson, raised him until he was 14 



Back Row: Bjorn. Front Row: Kristin and 
Va/gerdur, taken about 1900. 

years old, when he began to support himself. At the age 
of 21, he married Kristin Thorsteinsdottir of Nyjabae at 
Fjollum. They resided in Iceland until 1874, when they 
immigrated to Canada. 

Their first home was at Kinmount, Ont. From there 
they moved to Markland in Nova Scotia. It was there that 
Bjorn learned English from the Scottish farmers for 
whom he worked. From Nova Scotia the couple moved to 
Winnipeg, Man. There they heard of available land in 
Argyle Municipality and settled on homestead SW 22-6-
13, on April 9, 1882. Later he acquired another quarter 
adjacent to his own (pre-emption), which together turned 
out to be one of the best farms in Argyle. 

Bjorn and Kristin's first home in Argyle was a sod hut. 
Bjorn worked hard and soon was able to build a better 
home. He was active in community life. A meeting on 
New Year's Day, 1884, was held at Bjorn and Kristin's 
home to form a Lutheran congregation. The result was 
that 36 members agreed to form the first congregation 
and thus be charter members. A church was later built, 
across the road from his farm, the church being 
Frikirkja, at Bru. 

Bjorn and Kristin had three children: a son Hannes 
died in his teens; a daughter who died as an infant; and a 
daughter Valgerdur Josefina Malfridur (Vala) who 
survived her parents. 

Valgerdur (Vala) after completing high school, 
enrolled at Wesley College where she received her arts 
degree and continued her education in fine arts in St. 
Mary's Academy in Winnipeg. 

Vala married Lindal J. Hallgrimson in 1907, and they 
took up residence on Agnes St. in Winnipeg, in the home 
Lindal had built for her. Lindal was born in 1882, in 
Gardar, North Dakota, to Thorstein and Ingunn 
Hallgrimson. Lindal had come to Winnipeg at the age of 
14, apprenticed as a plasterer and by 21 years of age, was 
building apartment blocks. 

Vala and Lindal were active members of the Icelandic 
community and members of the Icelandic Lutheran 
Church on Victor Street. 

Lindal and Vala had five children: Bjorn born 1908; 
Kristine, born 1911; Ingunn born 1913; Lindal born 1923 

and Franklin born 1925. There are nine grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. 

Bjorn and Kristin retired shortly after their daughter's 
marriage and spent their winters in Winnipeg, with Vala 
and Lindal, and the summers with Thorsteinn 
Hallgrimson in Argyle. When Bjorn retired, he owned a 
section of land, debt free. Kristin died February 1913. 
Bjorn passed away in 1932. Both these pioneers were 
buried in Bru Cemetery. 

In 1932, Vala and Lindal returned to Argyle to live on 
the family farm, during the depression and farmed until 
1942, when they retired to Winnipeg. In 1949, Lindal and 
Vala moved to Vancouver, B.C. In 1957, they celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary in Winnipeg. Their 
children, relatives and friends were there to wish them 
well. Vala died in Vancouver in 1961, and Lindal in 1968, 
and are buried in Vancouver. 

JOE AND GUDBJORG W ALTERSONS 
FAMILY 

It has always been somewhat of a mystery why the 
Walterson name came about because the man who 
decided to use it as his last name back in the 1800's was 
Bjorn Sigvaldason. 

He was born in Iceland at Meidavollum, Kelduhverfi, 
in 1850, the oldest son of Sigvaldi Bjornson and his wife 
Valgerdur. 

It may be that after coming to Canada, he Anglo
Saxonized his father's name Sigvaldi or Valdi to Walter 
and then added the son to it, it's an interesting theory but 
no one is quite sure. 

At the age of eight, Bjorn Sigvaldasonar Walterson's 
father died and he went to live with his Uncle Joseph 
Bjornson until the age of 14 at which time he had to fend 
for himself. 

In 1874, at the age of 24, Bjorn sailed for Canada 
spending the first year at Kinmount, Ont., and then six 
and one-half years at Markland, Nova Scotia, before 
homesteading in Argyle where the Bru Church now 
stands. 

In the meantime, Bjorn's mother Valgerdur married 
Andres Johanneson and they had three children: a 
daughter Karolina Rannveig, who married Thorfinnur 
Johanneson and they lived at Baldur; a son Paul An
derson who married Gudny Adalbjorg and they farmed 
on the old homestead in the Bru District one mile north 
of Oliver School; and a son Johannes (Joe). 

Johannes (Joe) was born in 1872, at Vestur-Landi in 
Axarfirdi, Iceland. He immigrated to the Bru district in 
1888, along with his parents, his sister Karolina and 
brother Paul. 

For the first few years Joe lived with his half-brother 
Bjorn Sigvaldason Walters on who by now had been 
established on his homestead for five years. 

It was because of this close family association that Joe 
decided to adopt his half-brother's last name. 

In 1907, Joe married Gudbjorg, daughter of Oliver and 
Sigurlaug Bjornson, who lived near Glenboro. 

Joe and Gudbjorg acquired a half section of land one 
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mile north of the original Walters on homestead at Bru 
Church. However, they lived with Bjorn and Kristina 
until 1917, when they built a home on their own land 
beside Oliver School. 

Joe had grown very fond of horses and raised and 
trained many as drivers. He continued to help his brother 
Bjorn, who by this time had retired from farming. The 
two of them did a lot of travelling throughout the 
countryside behind a team of Joe's favourite drivers. 

Bjorn died in January, 1932, followed by his wife 
Kristina's death a month later. 

Joe and Gudbjorg were active members in the Bru 
community helping their church and school. Joe was an 
avid member of the Icelandic Literary Society and like so 
many pioneers had a hard time of it during the depression 
years. 

Gudbjorg was well known for her open-door 
hospitality to friends and neighbours alike as well as her 
many exhibits of handiwork and baking at agricultural 
fairs. 

Due to failing health, Joe had to sell out in 1949. It 
broke his heart to see his beloved horses sold at auction 
and he died within a month after moving to their new 
home in Selkirk. 

Gudbjorg continued to live there with her son Paul 
until 1972. She spent her remaining years at East-Gate 
Lodge, Beausejour and died on Mother's Day, 1981, at 
the age of 92. 

Joe and Gudbjorg had seven children, Bentina and 
Pall died in childhood. 

Barney was the eldest and spent a number of years 
working with his dad on the farm before moving to Port 
Arthur, Ont., and then to Selkirk, where he married 
Sigga Indridson. He continued to live there working first 
for Manitoba Rolling Mill and later in a radio and ap
pliance store until his death in 1962. They had a daughter 
Wilma, and a son Brian who died as an infant. 

Andres first worked in the Royal Bank at Cypress 
River, then Lundar and Winnipeg. He married Allison 
Goodeve of Port Arthur, Ont., and went to work for the 
Abitibi Pulp and Paper Co. before serving five years with 
R.C.A.F. in WW II. He is now retired and living in 
Victoria, B.C. They had two children, Bob and Andrea. 

Paul remained on the farm helping his dad and mother 
before, during and after the war years. At the time of his 
father's death, he moved to Selkirk, and lived with his 
mother, working at the Manitoba Rolling Mill and later 
for Walterson Construction Co. Paul never married and 
still resides at Selkirk. 

Fred married Catherine Young of Cypress River, and 
then served four years with the Royal Winnipeg Rifles 
seeing action in Belgium and Holland. They had five 
children: Warren, Richard, Wally, Joe and Bonnie. Fred 
worked for many years in the garage business at Cypress 
River and Brandon. He is presently residing near 
Brandon. 

Eyfi graduated from the School of Pharmacy, 
University of Manitoba and went to work at Portage la 
Prairie, then Dryden, Ont., and for the past 22 years has 
been co-owner of a drug store at Beausejour. He married 
Sigrun Sigmar of Glenboro and they have three children: 
Kevin, Dianne and Kelly. 
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JAMES AND SARAH WARD F AMIL Y 

James Alexander was born around Listowel, Ont., in 
1858. James married Sarah Ann Moore, who lived in the 
same area. They came west in 1881 or 1882, to Carberry 
and settled at Millford along the Assiniboine River. In 
1883, they moved to Glenboro and homesteaded just 
southeast of Glenboro, along the north side of the 
correction line on SE 2-7-14, at the present time owned by 
Douglas Dowd. They had three children: Amos born July 
15, 1882; Fred, born Nov. 5, 1883; and Margaret born 
Feb. 25,1885. 

Sarah Ann passed away Sept. 7, 1885. The Glenboro 
Cemetery land was donated by James Ward. His wife 
Sarah was the first one to be buried there in the southeast 
corner. In 1894, James Alexander died from food 
poisoning and was buried beside his wife Sarah. Amos 
and Fred were left the home quarter, 2-7-14, and 
Margaret the 80 acres where the cemetery is. 

Amos and Fred were raised by their Uncle William and 
Aunt Minnie Moore, who had three children: Arthur, 
Alice and Eva. They all went to school together in 
Glenboro. Margaret was taken east to Ontario and was 
raised by an uncle and aunt. She remained there the rest 
of her life. 

When Amos and Fred were old enough, they farmed 
the quarter at Glenboro and in 1909, they sold it to Adam 
Dowd for $4,500. They moved to Baldur. Amos bought 
E 30-4-14, the northeast quarter was bought from Moore 
and the southeast quarter from Brimmur. Fred bought W 
29-4-14 from Tom Brown. Amos remained on his farm 
until his death in 1953. The half section was left to James 
Ward. 

FRED WARD FAMILY 

Fred Ward married Lulu Beatrice Kelly of Sussex, 
N.B. She came out to teach school at Connaught School 
which was situated on the NE corner of 33-3-14. She 
boarded at Jim Kelly's and also John Cooper's. Fred and 
Lulu were married Jan. 1, 1913. They had two boys: 
James Fenwick, born Dec. 23, 1914; and John Bruce, 
born Jan. 19, 1917. John Bruce passed away July 26, 
1921 with strep throat. James Fenwick lived with his 
father until he married Ethel Irene Dalzell in April, 1941. 

Lulu passed away in February, 1924. She had an 
operation for cancer in April, 1923. Fred then got a 
housekeeper, Miss Jennie Card and she kept house for 
him until 1927. Then he hired Victoria Amanda Jennings, 
who had just come to Canada from Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
England, with her parents. 

On Aug. 10, 1927, Fred and Victoria Amanda were 
married. They had seven children, four girls and three 
boys: Marion, Dulcie, Margaret, George, Evelyn, 
Norman and Allen. The family took their schooling at 
Hamlin, Welsh and Baldur Schools. Fred and Amanda 
and family moved from 29-4-14 to the Jim Strang farm 
south of Baldur, N 25-4-14, in 1943. In 1946, they bought 
11-5-14, one-half mile south of Baldur, putting up all new 
buildings. On Jan. 3, 1948, Fred passed away. Amanda 



and family lived on the farm until the fall of 1951 or 
1952. Amanda sold the quarter to Arthur Paddock and 
moved into Baldur until the family were all married. She 
sold her house and moved to Brandon where she still 
resides. 

Marion, when she finished her schooling, went to work 
in Winnipeg where she met Cyril Hawkes. They were 
married and had four children: Linda, Kenny, Wayne 
and Jimmie. Kenny was killed in a motorcycle accident 
when he was 16 years old. Marion passed away in 1980. 
The rest of the family lives in Winnipeg. 

Dulcie married Merton Nelson and they are still far
ming in the Dry River district. They had seven children: 
John, Sandra, Lawrence, Carolyn and Marilyn (twins), 
Allen and Steven. Lawrence passed away as a young 
child. 

Margaret took her training as a registered nurse in 
Winnipeg, where she met and married Robert Chesney 
who worked for the Manitoba Hydro. They lived in 
Winnipeg, Dauphin, Gimli and Virden where they now 
reside. They had three children: Shirley, Robert and 
Sharon. 

George married Ila Clark. George drove for Baldur 
Transfer for a few years then took over Ila's father's 
farm (Walter Clark), NE 15-4-14. They sold to Duncan 
McLaren and moved out to Kelowna, B.C. to work. Ila 
worked for the telephone company. They had three 
children: Terry, Vicki and Gerry-Lynne. 

Norman worked on the farm until he joined the army 
and went overseas and met Joyce Hume of Newcastle-on
Tyne, England. He returned from the war and took a job 
with the Brandon Fire Department. Joyce arrived from 
England on March 27, 1958. They were married on 
March 29, 1958, as he had to be a married man to be a 
fireman. He started work on April 1, 1958. They had two 
children: Norman and Valerie, and a chosen daughter, 
Pauline. 

Allen worked on the farm for a while, then went to 
Winnipeg and worked as a carpet layer. He married 
Adair and they had three children: Douglas, Randy and 
Karen. Allen was working in the Brandon area when he 
suffered a heart attack and passed away at the age of 36. 

JAMES AND IRENE WARD 
FAMILY 

James and Irene were married April, 1941, and moved 
to the farm, 13-4-14, on May 2, 1951. They still have the 
west 80 acres. In 1976 they sold the northeast quarter and 
the east 80 acres to Tom Kay. In 1955 they planted the 
trees for their shelter belt, then in 1958, they moved the 
barn up the hill where the water was, as there was no 
water at the old building site. In 1960 Jim, Gary and 
Bruce tore the old house apart and rebuilt the present 
home. In 1968, they had the yard landscaped by Aubin 
Nurseries of Carman and planted the shrubs and lawn in 
1969. They have a large garden every year and a lot of 
fruit trees and plant out several hundred flower bedding 
plants every spring. 

Jim worked with his father until his dad passed away. 
He also cut feed for people in Baldur, Greenway, 

Back Row: Morley, Fred, Bruce and Garry. Middle Row: Gail, 
Florence and Betty. Front Row: Irene and lim. 

Belmont and Neelin districts. Irene worked five years 
part-time as a nurse's aid at Baldur Hospital and in 1961 
went on staff until 1973. In 1974, Irene joined Sarah 
Coventry Jewelry Co. as a manager and was with them 
six years, retiring in 1980. They both enjoy looking after 
their yard. 

Jim and Irene had eight children; Florence, Gary and 
Gail (twins), Bruce, Betty, Frederick, Morley and Milton. 

Florence, born in 1942, took her schooling at Rosehill 
School. She worked at Barkwell Bakery in Killarney and 
married Everett Trinder, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Trinder, in 1960. They lived on their farm, 3-5-14, until 
1970, when they sold the farm to Roger Desrochers and 
bought the Fred Everett farm, 34-3-14, where they reside. 
They had four children; Glenda, Deana, Sylvia and Lee. 

Gary was born in 1945, taking his schooling in Rosehill 
and Baldur. He worked with his father until he bought 
the farm originally owned by Amos Ward, 30-4-14, in 
1969. He sold the farm to Albert Bateman and moved to 
Cayer, Man. for one year. Gary moved to Vermillion 
Bay, where he works on construction work for Dryden 
Paper Mills. He married Paulette Label of Cayer, Man. 
in 1965. They had three children; Glen, Denise and 
Patricia. They separated in 1979, and Gary and family 
still live in Vermillion Bay, Ont. 

Gail was born in 1945, and took her schooling at 
Rosehill and Baldur. She worked in Winnipeg where she 
met Ronald Kehler, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kehler of 
Ashern, Man. They were married in 1968, living in 
Winnipeg. In 1970 they moved to Regina, Sask. and 
worked with Gondola Pizza. In 1978, they moved back to 
Winnipeg where Ronald works for Standard Airways and 
Gail works for Robinson Wholesalers. They have two 
children; Bradley and Tracey. 

Bruce was born in 1946, taking his schooling at 
Rosehill and Baldur. He took four years of agriculture at 
the University of Manitoba, then went to work at 
Cornwall, Ont. He was there five years and received a 
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transfer to Markdale, Ont. He still works for the 
Department of Agriculture and also farms 116 acres and 
has cattle. In Cornwall, Ont., he met Doris Dayle, a 
registered nurse from Prince Edward Island. In 1971 they 
were married in Charlottetown, P.E.I. They have four 
children; Karen, Colin, Amanda and Farrah. 

Betty was born in 1951, taking her schooling in Baldur 
and Glenboro. She worked in Winnipeg. In 1970 she 
married Larry Barr, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Barr of 
Glenboro. Larry works for the Credit Union. They have 
lived in Cypress, Holland, Virden and Winnipeg, where 
they now reside. They have two children; Jacqueline and 
Ryan. 

Morley was born in 1954, taking his schooling in 
Baldur. After finishing high school he went to work for 
Binkley Motors at Brandon for three years. He joined the 
navy in 1975, and has been stationed in Halifax, N.S. In 
1978 he married Brenda McNabb of Glace Bay, N.S. 
They now reside in Lower Sackville, N.S., where they 
have bought a house. 

Milton was born in March, 1959, and passed away in 
November, 1959. 

"THE FIRST NINETY SEVEN" 
ALBERT AND JANE W ARRENER FAMILY 

Albert and Jane with son Harry, in 1915. 

The first year of the "First Ninety Seven" was in 1885, 
when Albert Warrener made the decision to leave his 
Lishdale, Ont. home and come west in search of a 
homestead. This certainly must have been a major 
decision in his life. The Riel Rebellion was just over and 
in fact Louis Riel was on the same train as Albert when he 
came west that year. (Riel was being taken to Regina to 
be executed for his part in the Rebellion.) 

Albert got off the tr~in at Brandon, and proceeded to 
walk to Baldur, as thIs was the only means of travel 
available to him. He was an excellent swimmer and this 
proved valuable as he had to swim the Assiniboine River 
at one point. He worked in the Baldur area for a few 
years and in 1889, homesteaded NW 32-4-14 with his wife 
Jane. At the time the patent for the quarter was applied 
for, the Warreners had a house 12' x 16' with an addition 
12' x 16'. The total value of the house was about $300.00. 
They had various other out buildings valued at $115.00 
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and their livestock herd consisted of five horses, eight 
cattle and three pigs. They had about 80 acres of former 
grass prairie under cultivation at this time. 

An extensive shelter belt, consisting of approximately 
2,000 maple trees, was planted about 1900, and this was 
of tremendous value to the farm through the protection it 
offered from the weather and the sheer beauty it added to 
the homestead. 

Harry came into the Albert Warrener family in 1909, 
and received his education at Welsh School. He worked 
with his dad and older brother Clarence, for many years 
and during this time more lands were added to the 
homestead. Renovations were carried out on the house 
and in 1928, a new hip-roof galvanized steel-covered barn 
was erected. This proved to be a wise investment, as the 
barn stood straight and firm until it was torn down, in 
1980. Harry farmed with his father until Albert's death. 
(See Harry Warrener History). 

HARRY AND IVY W ARRENER FAMILY 

In 1937, Harry married Ivey Green, who was from a 
large family in Neelin, Man. Ivey received her education 
in Neelin and at the age of 16 she was sent out to work, to 
help support the family. She worked at various places, 
but the two closest to home were Steve Leslie's and 
Albert Warrener's. 

Harry and Ivey took over the homestead completely 
upon the death of Albert Warrener. 

They lived on the homestead and farmed until 1960, 
when their eldest sons, Cyril and Earl purchased the 
farm. Harry and Ivey then moved to Baldur and Harry 
commenced carpentry work with Mr. Jack Truelove, and 
subsequently established his own carpentry business. 
During their years on the farm, Harry and Ivey raised 
four sons and three daughters: Cyril, Earl; Jeanette; 
Marylin; Dan; Beverley and Barry. There were two sets 
of twins of which Cyril and Earl were the elder and Bev 
and Barry were the younger. (Barry passed away at two 
months of age.) The children attended Welsh and Baldur 
Schools. 

Harry and Ivey have retired now, and on most 
weekends one can find some member of the family at 
home with their offspring, looking for a meal and I or 
bed. 

The children are all married and have families of their 
own. 

Earl and Joan (nee Dearsley) live in Baldur with their 
children, Dixie and Kevin. Earl took over Harry's car
pentry business on Harry's retirement. 

Cyril and Arlie (nee Sutton) live in Winnipeg with their 
two children, Perry and Onalea, where Cyril is employed 
with the Manitoba Department of Agriculture. 

Jeanette and husband Lloyd Dearsley live in Baldur 
and are the owners and operators of Dearsley Agriculture 
Supplies. They have four children: Kim, Robin, Tammie 
and Corie. Robin married Raymond Lussier and they 
also live in Baldur with their son Kelly. 

Marylin and her husband, Roy Maidment, live in 
Glovertown, Nfld., with Marylin's two children - Cindy 
and Curtis. Marylin is employed by the Bank of Nova 



Scotia. 
Dan majored in Economics at the University of 

Brandon and graduated with a B.A. degree, while Cyril 
went to the School of Agriculture at the University of 
Manitoba and graduated with a diploma of agriculture. 
Dan and Coleen (nee Connell) presently live in Saskat
chewan, where Dan is employed by Majestic Pipeline and 
Drilling Company. They have one son. 

Beverley married Mervin Williamson and they live in 
Brandon with their two sons, Shawn and Shannon. Bev 
works for the Royal Bank of Canada. 

Ninety-seven years later, the old homestead is still in 
the Warrener family and the original house, built back in 
1889, still stands but is soon to be demolished. The large 
shelter belt of maples are still offering graceful protection 
to the yard, but the sounds of children's laughter and the 
occasional disagreement have disappeared from their 
midst. 

EARL AND JOAN W ARRENER F AMIL Y 

On May 16, 1964, Earl son of Harry and Ivy Warrener, 
married Joan Dearsley, daughter of Jack and Helen 
Dearsley. They lived on the Warrener farm and farmed 
until 1970. In 1970, Earl had an ulcer operation and was 
forced to quit farming. He then started carpentering with 
his father. In 1975, they moved to town and lived in the 
Stanford house for two years. In 1976, they built a new 
house on the corner of Schultz and Carrie. 

They have two children, Dixie Jean, born on Nov. 4, 
1965, and Kevin Earl, born on Dec. 31,1968. 

Joan has been employed at Baldur School for the past 
six years, first as teachers' aide and then librarian. Earl 
has taken over his father's carpenter business. 

WAUGH FAMILY 

Mrs. Stella Waugh (nee Cornock) had two sons, Roy 
and Ross, both of whom served in the R.C.A.F. during 
WWII. Roy passed away in May, 1974. 

Ross, his wife Helen (nee Leclercq), and daughter 
Laurie sold their home in Winnipeg in 1978, and came to 
Baldur. They cared for Percy Cornock until his death. 

Today Ross, Helen and Laurie live in Percy's home. 

W AA. AND ISABELLA WEBB 
FAMILY 

Wm. Webb came to Manitoba with his new wife, the 
former Isabella Kelly from Hagersville, Ont., in the year 
1889. They bought E 18-3-12 in the Marringhurst district. 
At that time the area belonged to the Municipality of 
Louise, later being transferred to the Municipality of 
Argyle. 

After Wm.'s father died, his mother Jennie married 
Charles DeNiceville. In June, 1905, Madame DeNiceville 
came to Canada to live with the Webbs, after her second 
husband's death from malaria in Calcutta, India. While 
living here, she taught music lessons to several pupils. 

Madame DeNiceville died in 1909, and was buried in the 
Marringhurst Cemetery. 

In 1905, the same year as Wm.'s mother came to 
Canada, the telephone was installed in the house. 

The Wm. Webbs were blessed with three boys and two 
girls. 

Jeannie May was born July 13, 1891 and died Sept. 23, 
1891. 

Dorothy Isabella was born in the later part of 1892. 
She married Harry Randall and they had one child, 
Maxine. When Dorothy passed away in 1913, Maxine 
was raised by her grandparents, Wm. and Isabella. 
Maxine married Jim Irwin and they had four children: 
Charles, William, Marie and Isabella. Jim has now 
passed on and Maxine married John Cunningham and 
they are living in Langley, B.C. 

Hubert Walter Stammers was born Dec. 11, 1896 and 
died Feb. 23,1897. 

Wm. Bruce was born Oct. 20, 1898. Bruce carried on 
farming until he retired, but he is still living on the home 
place. 

James Charles was born July 20, 1902. Jim married 
Margaret "Peggy" Lindsay. They had two sons, James 
Lindsay and Robert Bruce. Jim was a barber for many 
years at Crystal City. Jim passed away on March 26, 
1974. Peggy passed away Jan. 14, 1977. They are both 
buried in the Crystal City Cemetery. Lindsay Webb, third 
generation, now owns and operates the land that his 
grandparents came to as newlyweds. Lindsay married 
Audrey Brinkworth of Baldur and their children are 
Pamela, Valerie and Paul. Audrey passed away in 1970 
after a lengthy illness. Pamela (Pam) married Murray 
Potter of Crystal City and they had two children; Jason 
and Mandy. Murray and Pam worked his father's farm 
in the Wood Bay area. Murray had the misfortune to lose 
his life by drowning in Rock Lake in June, 1980 at the age 
of 29. Valerie married Malcom Shields from Thunder 
Bay, Ont. They have a son Jesse. Paul is working and 
lives at home with his dad in Clearwater. 

Isabella Webb died at the age of 83 on Dec. 2, 1948. 
Wm. Webb passed away Dec. 24, 1966 at the age of 

100 years. Mr. and Mrs. Webb are buried with their loved 
ones in the Marringhurst Cemetery. 

JOE AND JENNY WEBBER FAMILY 

Joseph Webber came from Burkton, Ont., to see his 
brother at Manitou. Jenny Campbell McCallum came 
from Elmwood, Brant Township, Ont., to live near 
Treherne. 

Joe and Jenny were married in 1899, and farmed at the 
McKenzie district, near Manitou, before moving to 
Greenway, W 3-5-13. It was Tom Graham who showed 
Joe where Greenway was. The farm was bought from 
Jack Stratford in the spring of 1904. The house was a low 
shack, as was the barn. One man who worked for Joe was 
Bill Anderson, a former postmaster of Greenway .. 

It was an exciting year when the new house was erected 
in 1909. In it they raised a family of six: Harvey, who 
passed away when very young, Charlie, Viola, Darleen, 
Joe and Catherine. 
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Joe Sr. and Jenny. 

They attended school at both Wolseley and Greenway. 
Joe Sr. bought the first log Wolseley School and moved it 
to his farmstead to be used as a barn. 

The Webber family attended church in the first 
Greenway School, then in the Baldur Methodist Church 
until 1914, when Greenway Church was built. The 
Webber family will long be remembered for the staunch 
support they gave this little church. 

Joe Sr., Charlie and Joe belonged to the Co-op and 
United Grain Growers. 

After Jenny's death in the fall of 1928, and Joe Sr.'s 
death in February, 1936, the family farmed together. 

The farmyard was well landscaped with many fruit
bearing shrubs and trees. 

Darlene trained as a nurse at Selkirk in 1931-1932, and 
practised her profession until her marriage to Roy Wood 
(now deceased). 

Catherine married Mr. Fraser and they had four 
children: Gail, Brian, Waynne and Jannette. 

Joe married Gertie Lussier and they farmed where Jim 
and Ina Bell had lived. Joe and Gertie had a family of six: 
Roy, Sharon, Roselie, Ronald, JoAnne and Harold. Joe 
and Gertie were both laid to rest in Baldur Cemetery. The 
family reside in Winnipeg. 

Charlie and Viola operated the farm until Charlie's 
death, when Viola went to Winnipeg, where she still 
resides. 

Charlie on left. Darlene, Joe, Viola, Joe Sr. and Catherine on right. 
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JOHN AND BETTY WEEDMARK 
FAMILY 

The Weedmarks moved to Baldur in October, 1954. 
Prior to moving to Baldur, John was employed by 

Trimble's Garage at Glenboro, where Errol was born on 
April 8, 1953. In 1954, John was employed by Mc
Callum's Garage at Roland for three months before 
joining the staff of R.N. Ramage and Sons in October of 
1954. They took up residence in a trailer home on the old 
Vicker's property until they moved into the house then 
owned by Mrs. White (Ward) between the fire hall and 
the Gazette office in 1955. John was employed by R.N. 
Ramage from October, 1954 until May 1960, at which 
time he rented the work shop from Lloyd Gordon until 
1962. 

Guy was born in Glenboro Hospital on Jan. 30, 1957, 
while they \{ere living in Baldur. 

Betty was active in homemaking, in the Baldur United 
Church choir, as teacher in the Sunday School and 
substitute teaching at the Baldur School until 1962 when 
she took a teaching position at Glenora. 

Errol started school in Baldur. Being a victim of spastic 
cerebral palsy, he well remembers all the help of the 
Thorleifsons, Rodney Playfair, Richard Holder, Allan 
McDougald and others, for taking him to school on a 
make-shift wagon and Rodney carrying him up the stairs 
to his room in the old school. He attended the new school 
before moving to Glenora where Guy started his 
schooling. 

They all remember the many cars lined up beside R.N. 
Ramage and Sons when he had the Pontiac, Buick agency 
and also the many John Deere tractors and machinery 
that were available at that time. 

In 1962, Weedmarks moved to Glenora and spent three 
very enjoyable years there, during which time John 
started work in Belmont. In 1965, they moved to 
Belmont. 

In 1981, John and Betty sold their garage business in 
Belmont, which they had owned and operated since 1968, 
to Jack and Gertie Hyrich. John is now employed by 
Lakeshore Dodge in Killarney and Betty has been 
teaching for 17 years in Belmont, where they still reside. 

Errol has been employed by the Y.M.C.A. in Brandon 
as Health Club Custodian for the last eight years. 

Guy, after graduating from grade XII in Glenboro 
High School and working around Manitoba and Edson, 
Alta., is now attending Brandon University, majoring in 
computer science. 

In 1969, the Weedmarks were blessed with a little girl 
to complete their family. J o-ann is now 11 years old and 
is attending school in Belmont, taking her grade VII. 

They hold many fond memories of Baldur in their 
"growing up years" as they had been married for only 
three years when they came to Baldur. 

EDWARD AND SOPHIA WELSH 
FAMILY 

Edward Welsh was born at Valcartier, Que. on April 
22, 1838. As a young man he moved to Upper Canada 



Back Row: Fred, George and William. Front 
Row: Edward and Sophia. 

and settled at Falbrook, Ont., where he worked in the 
sawmills of John Playfair. 

In 1864, at Perth, he married Sophia Louisa Playfair, 
daughter of John Playfair, with the Rev. A.E. Russ 
officiating. 

Edward and family came West in 1886, and 
homesteaded in Otenaw, near the Welsh Lake area. At 
this time he also spent two seasons working in the 
Mountain Mills at Pincher Creek, Alta., thus completing 
35 years of experience in sawmills. In 1905, they retired 
from the farm to live in Baldur. 

A happy occasion celebrated was their golden wedding 
day on May 21, 1914. The printed announcements 
designated 1-5 o'clock as the time for the guests of 
honour to receive relatives and the 7-10 o'clock period 
was allotted to friends and well-wishers. To quote, 
"despite the years, the toil of the journey and the battle 
of the way, the faces of these two shone as radiantly as in 
youth, while they received the merry crowd of young and 
old." Their three sons (with only their daughter missing) 
attended to rejoice with their parents on this happy 
occasion, as well as the grandchildren to the fourth 
generation. 

Sophia, rich in charity, always cheerful and ready to do 
a kind action, died on Sept. 23,1917, in her 77th year. 

In 1920, Edward moved, to live on the farm with his 
son, F.C. Welsh, where he died in 1922, in his 85th year. 

Of their marriage were born three sons, William J., 
George Edward, Frederick C. and one daughter, An
netta. 

William John married Jane Cramer, daughter of 
George Washington Cramer in 1889, and farmed 34-4-14. 
They lived all their married lives on the farm and were 
active in the work of their community. William died in 
1929, and Jane died in 1938. Their children were two 
sons, Russel and Alfred and four daughters, Eunice, 
Annetta, Verna and Jennie. Russel Stanley attended 
Baldur High School and received a degree in medicine 
from the Winnipeg Medical College. He served with the 
medical corps, in WW I and later established his practice 
in Oregon. He was married, with two children. He died in 
1976. Eunice married Fred Watson (Killarney) and they 
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joined the Canadian army during WW II and survived D 
Day operations. He married Christine Williamson. They 
live in Winnipeg and also have a daughter and a son. 

Annetta, the daughter of Edward and Sophia, married 
Thomas E. Smith and their home was in Prince Rupert. 
Their son, Edward (Ted), lived for some time with his 
grandparents and attended school in Baldur. 

ROBERT AND SARAH 
WILLIAMS FAMILY 

Sarah and Robert. 

Robert and Sarah came to Roland in 1899 from At
wood, Ont. There they started up a harness shop 
business. They had one daughter, Gladys, at the time. 
From there they farmed around Sperling and different 
farms around Carman. 

In 1907 they went to Kitscoty, Alta. and took up a 
homestead. Three children, Hazel, Violet and Percy 
accompanied them. Gladys stayed at home to go to 
school. Upon returning to Carman, they bought a farm 
in the Boyne district. All the children went to Boyne 
School except Ruby, who went to Tiger Hills School 
when they moved to Baldur in 1917. They bought a farm 
from Preacher McLean, 5-6-14, in 1917. They brought 
the cattle and horses in a box car on April 4, 1917. They 
were all unloaded at a siding four miles west of Baldur. 
Sam Scott and Wilfred Scott helped unload and Percy 
rode horseback and drove the stock to their new home. 

Gladys married Clifford Cline in 1921. They had two 
children; Viola, Mrs. George Philpott, Petersfield, Man.; 
and Lavina, Mrs. Gordon Klein (deceased). 

Hazel married Frank Stevens in 1924. They had one 
son, Charlie Stevens of Baldur (see Stevens history). 

Violet married William Leslie in 1925. They had one 
son, Ivan, who lives in Kelowna, B.C. 

Percy married Dora Dagg in 1930. They had two 
children. Shirley married Don McKenzie and they live in 
Winnipeg, Man. They have one daughter, Rhonda, who 
is married to Kevin McCarthy. Harold married Myrna 
Scott and they live on the Williams farm. They have four 
children, Bradley, Scott, Guy and Tracey. 
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Dora and Perc. 

Rhonda, Don and Shirley. 

Standing: Myrna, Harold and Tracey. Seated: Guy, 
Bradley and Scott. 

Ruby married Leslie Dagg. They had two children, 
Sylvia (Mrs. Ken Young), and Lorraine (Mrs. Dale 
Mitchell). 

ROBERT WILLIAMSON FAMILY 

Robert Williamson, son of Lancelot (Lett) and Sarah 
Williamson, was born on Dec. 4, 1882, at Cumberland, 
Ont. The Williamson family came to Manitoba in 1886, 
when Robert was four years old, settling on SE 9-4-15 in 
the Municipality of Strathcona. Around 1905, Robert 
married Adelaide Emeline Sparrow, from Fairfax, Man., 



Robert and Adelaide, taken about 1905. 

and they settled on 7-4-14 in the R.M. of Argyle, living 
first in a log house. In 1918, he built a large brick house, 
which is still occupied by his grandson, Kenneth 
Williamson and his family. 

Adelaide and Robert had one son, Robert Lorne, born 
Feb. 23,1907. 

The home of Robert Williamson was always open, and 
many ministers and evangelists made it their 
headquarters while serving at Huntley. Robert served as 
trustee for many years on the Huntley board, and also 
served as chairman at the Huntley Christmas Concerts. 

Adelaide died in 1947. Later, Robert moved to Calgary 
and married Bella Robson. They resided in Calgary and 
Robert died there in 1965. Bella is still in Calgary in a 
nursing home, quite well, but blind. 

Lome, May and Kenneth. 

In 1928, Lorne married May Smith (nee Bramwell), 
who was the widow of Del Smith, with four children. 
Lorne and May and the four children resided on 7-4-14. 
The four Smith children were: Edwin (now of Killarney); 
Myrtle (Mrs. Alex Rivest, Brandon); James (now of 
Neelin); and Joan (Mrs. Cecil Myers, Belmont). One son 
Kenneth was born to Lorne and May. Lorne also served 
on the Huntley School board, as trustee, and later as 
secretary-treasurer. He served on the cemetery board of 
Neelin. Lorne passed away on April 8, 1980. His wife 

May is a resident of the personal care home in Boissevain. 
Kenneth Lorne was born in 1940 and married Yvonne 

Morrisseau in 1964. 
They reside in the family farmhouse along with their 

three children, Irene, Robert, and Henry, who all attend 
Baldur School. 

An interesting note: Robert, his son Lorne, and later 
Lorne's son Kenneth, all received their education at 

. Huntley School. 

JOHN WILSON FAMILY 

John Austin Wilson was born in York, England, 1829. 
Employed by the Miller estate in the parish of Old 
Malton, he married Elizabeth Milner, 1852, and came to 
Canada, settling in Mitchell, Ont. They had two children; 
Richard (1855-1916), and Sarah (1858). Elizabeth and 
daughter Sarah died three days apart in 1858. 

John worked for Kidd's Lumber Mill and Salt Well. In 
1860, he married Elizabeth Ann Hancock, and their 
family was James Austin (1864-1932) and Louisa (1868-
1947). They decided to answer the call of the west, and in 
the spring of 1879 they moved. These five people were the 
first family in what is now Argyle Municipality; a 
remarkable bit of daring-do for one lone white woman. 
The Marringhurst Plains in those days were wilderness. 
Prairie fire was a real danger, which maybe prompted 
their settling on the hill near the river. Bush and spring 
water nearby were also prime necessities. 

They travelled through the States by Grand Forks to 
Emerson, changing to oxen and wagon to carryall their 
possesions through Manitoba. There were no bridges and 
they had to ford the Pembina River twice. A frightening 
experience for even these hardy folk, because the river 
was much higher then. They homesteaded SW 21-3-12 
and pre-empted NW quarter. Richard filed on N 20-3-12. 
They helped build the first bridge here, now locally called 
the Wilson bridge. The first house of logs was used until 
they built a frame one in 1898, and that is still being lived 
in, directly behind the United Church in Pilot Mound. 
Their home was always a stopping place for people with 
their supplies, when the old road went through the yard. 
The big brick house was built in 1910 and has been 
continuously occupied. Some of the old buildings are still 
being used - an 1896 granary stores a full portion of 
grain; a 1905 machine shed is still in use, though it must 
be shored up soon. The 1905 barn was replaced in 1956 
by an aluminum one. 

In 1891, Louisa married Rev. T.H. Walton, the 
Anglican rector. In 1887, James married Mary-Etta Elsey 
of Collingwood, Ont. They had seven children: Ralph 
Austin (1888-1978); Nellie who married Alf Mash; 
Clifford; Louise; Marjorie who married Geo. Whitfield; 
Alma who married Jack Nelson; and William who 
married Carrie Seidler. Mary-Etta died in 1899. James 
was left with six children from three to twelve years old. 
The teacher, Mary Bradshaw, married Jim and raised his 
family as well as two more - Harvey who married An
nabelle Simpson, and Bessie who married Howard Milne. 

The first families were staunch Methodists before 
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Back Row: James, Nellie, and Mary. Middle Row: 
Louise, Alma and William. Front Row: Bessie and 
Harvey. 

union. They helped build the church and school in 
Marringhurst, where all the succeeding generations went 
for their spiritual guidance as well as their elementary 
education as long as it was in operation. They went to 
high school in Pilot Mound, and some were fortunate 
enough to go to universities. The occupations of those 
many people are too varied to list; but of James' family 
the only ones still farming are in Marringhurst. 

Ralph married Edna Simpson of Glenora in 1916. They 
had two boys and three girls. Ralph farmed with his dad 
and Harvey and later with his two boys, Frank and Jim. 
In the 1930's he took a job with Prairie Farm Assistance 
that kept him on the road a great deal as supervisor until 
he retired. Edna farmed along with the boys and girls, 
besides keeping the home fires burning as her family 
came and went. She had many other interests. She could 
drive a spirited team of drivers in a buggy as well as 
anyone until the cars came. When times were hard they 
took in paying guests from the city to stay for holidays, 
long before vacation farms were recognized. Some of the 
people came back to visit for years after. Edna liked to 
collect things; one of her great loves was salt and pepper 

Back Row: Jim and Frank. Seated: Edna, Mary, Lillian, Marjorie and 
Ralph. 
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shakers. Her family and friends sent them to her from 
everywhere and oddly enough she had very few 
duplicates. Her collection when she died was close to 500 
pair. She dearly loved an excuse for a party. No birthday, 
anniversary, Christmas or any other reason for 
celebrating was ever missed as long as she was able. 

Fairs and shows were a big thing. Wilsons always 
raised polled shorthorns, perc heron horses, berkshire 
pigs and R.O.P. chickens. These, besides crafts, garden 
stuff and flowers have collected countless ribbons and 
trophies over the years. There is a talent for art handed 
down perhaps from grandmother to some other members 
of the family, who are busy drawing and painting. 

Sports have been a keen interest for all the generations. 
Had there been the chance people have now, there may 
have been some outstanding participants in track and 
field, hockey and baseball. There are still several en
thusiastic curlers; but shooting and fishing are not so 
popular with this generation as they were formerly. Most 
of the ladies are good at crafts of many kinds such as 
qUilting, cooking, ceramics and needlework. There are a 
few musicians and readers as well in the family. 

All the Wilson families attended Marringhurst School. 
Ralph and Edna had five children; Mary, Frank, 

Marjorie, James and Lillian. 
Mary, after training as a nurse at Morden Hospital, 

joined the navy as nursing sister at H.M.C.S. Chippawa, 
Winnipeg in 1943. She transferred to H.M.C.S. 
Stadacona Halifax and to H.M.C.S. Cornwallis, in June, 
1947. Mary transferred to H.M.C.S. Naden at Victoria, 
B.C. where she instructed nursing to navy cadets until 
July, 1955, when she married Fred Corneille. They had 
one son Rory and they live in Victoria, B.C. 

Back Row: Doug, Doreen and Harold. Middle Row: Frank 
and Beryl. Front Row: Gordon, Craig and Sherr Carr. 

Frank attended an aviation course in Winnipeg before 
joining the R.C.A.F. in May, 1941. He transferred to 
Brandon, Carberry and St. Thomas, Ont. before going 
overseas in December, 1941. He joined the 407 Demon 
Squadron at North Coates, England, serving at coastal 
stations along the North Sea, Scotland, England and 
Northern Ireland. Frank returned home in 1945. He 
married Beryl Desjardin Carr, a widow with a son 
Harold Carr. Frank and Beryl had one son Douglas. 



They live on the homestead. Frank has farmed on this 
farm all of his life, excluding the war years, 1940-1945. 
Jim farmed with his dad during those years; other times 
the partnerships were father and son; so now it is with 
Frank and Doug. Frank has always been interested in 
cattle as shown by the herd of polled shorthorns always in 
evidence. He tried to pass this interest on to young people 
by his faithful leadership in 4-H Beef Clubs for over 20 
years. In 1967, Frank began to work in Pilot Mound post 
office, and rented the farm for a few years until Doug 
was old enough to try it. Harold Carr is a wildlife 
biologist employed by the Alberta Government and 
married a Flin Flon girl. They have three of a family. 
Doug graduated from Pilot Mound School and worked at 
the Cheese Plant before starting to farm full time. They 
all love the farm even though it's at the mercy of the 
weather, the bugs and the government. Frank, Beryl and 
Doug are the residents now, Frank drives to work every 
day and he and Doug manage to carryon. In 1979, they 
held their centennial reunion. They had a grand time with 
a lot of Wilson relatives coming from all over, and a host 
of friends to help celebrate. They put up a cairn in the 
yard to remind them of the struggle to keep this home for 
a hundred years. 

Marjorie, who married Bill Compton, had three 
children, Allan, Beverly and Dianne. They live in 
Winnipeg. 

James, who married Edith Cockerline, had four 
children, Ken, Bob, Dorothy and Bernice. Jim died in 
1980, Edith lives in Pilot Mound. 

Lillian, who married Cliff Raffey, had three boys, 
Bob, Rick and Kerry. They live in Winnipeg. 

There are 20 grandchildren in this part of the family. 
All are married except Kerry and Doug. 

HARVEY AND BELLE WILSON 

Belle and Harvey. 

Harvey was the son of Mr. and Mrs. James Wilson of 
Marringhurst. His dad came out with his parents from 
Ontario in 1879. His mother came from Ontario in 1877, 
to teach school at Marringhurst for two years, and 
married James Wilson (a widower with five small 
children) in 1900. She became a real mother to the small 
children. Harvey was born in 1901, and Bessie in 1902. 
Their mother died of pneumonia in 1914, after looking 
after a neighbour's wife. 

Harvey and Belle had their home centennial in 1979, 
five generations having lived there. Harvey helped his 
dad as a young man, then worked for his brother Ralph. 
He bought a quarter across the road, built a house, grew 
a shelter belt of trees and farmed for several years. In 
1932, he also bought E 2-4-13, from Colin MacNee. 
Much heavy bush was removed. He also had many acres 
of hay and pasture, then back to crop rotation. A large, 
modern barn and several other buildings were built and a 
well-planned shelter-belt made a lovely comfortable 
farmyard. He was good with livestock and did veterinary 
work for his own stock, and for many others. 

Belle Simpson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Simpson of Glenora attended Glenora School. When 
Glenora School held Boys' and Girls' Club Fairs, Belle 
was among those who took many first and second prizes 
in baking, and canning from her own garden. After the 
fall fairs, a central fair was held, judging the first and 
seconds from the local fairs. By winning most points, 
Belle won a beautiful trophy for Glenora School. 

Belle helped in Christmas concerts, a highlight to all 
the district. 

Belle took high school at Baldur in 1922-1924. She 
loved school and also played on Baldur High School 
baseball team. Ivan Schultz was coach, helping here as he 
did in plays and singing groups. Belle was home one year 
before attending Manitou Normal School in 1926-1927, 
under principal Gordon and staff. Her success as a 
teacher, Belle says, was due to Inspector Gordon, who 
was a wonderful person and esteemed teacher. Belle took 
part in all normal school activities and formed many 
lifelong friends. 

Harvey married Belle Simpson in 1935. Theirs was a 
diversified farm, registered grain, purebred shorthorn 
cattle, pigs, and poultry. The highlight was purchasing 
purebred polled shorthorn cattle in 1938, the first in the 
district. They raised and showed at fairs and cattle shows 
far and near, receiving many awards and trophies. They 
attended many shows and sales and bought and sold 
cattle internationally. It was an honour and privilege to 
meet so many wonderful breeders of shorthorn cattle, 
these people coming from all across the land. Many 
lifelong friendships were made. 

Harvey helped organize groups on an endeavour to 
electrify farms in Ward I of Argyle. One of the pleasant 
happenings was the coming of television into their home. 
This was at the time that Brandon T.V. first came on the 
air. Many friends, relatives and neighbours were en
tertained by the new TV, the house lending itself so well 
to this type of evening. 

Belle helped in Glenora district as organist in the 
United Church and also was pianist for the concerts when 
needed. She helped the Ladies Aid as president for many 
years, also was on the Church Board representing 
Glenora at Baldur meetings. During war years, she 
worked for the Red Cross, and the soldier overseas 
organizations. She helped organize the many showers in 
the Glenora hall for all newlyweds. 

Harvey and Belle sold their final polled shorthorn 
herd, in one lot, to Bob Draper and sons John and Mac 
of Elgin, Man. They sold the farm to Phil Almey, 
Mariapolis, and retired to Pilot Mound in May, 1968, to 
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a new house on Donald Street. They immediately began 
to plant trees for a windbreak. 

Harvey passed away Sept. 25, 1975. Belle is in their 
home but unfortunately is not in the best of health. 

JIM JR. AND EDITH WILSON 
FAMILY 

In 1943, the late James G. Wilson Jr. bought SE 20-3-
12 from E.H. Newton, and on October 12 of the same 
year he married Edith Cockerline. Prior to this, Harvey 
Wilson owned this quarter which he bought from his 
father James. J. Seaman, W. Walton and R.S. Thomp
son also owned this land; R.S. Thompson being the first 
owner, back in the 1880's. Jim and Edith farmed this 
land until 1969, when, due to Jim's poor health, they 
took up residence in Pilot Mound. During their years on 
the farm they bought W 20-3-12 and NE 16-3-12. They 
raised a family of four: Ken, Bob, Dorothy and Bernice. 
Jim was interested in livestock and raised and showed 
purebred shorthorn cattle. He was an excellent carpenter 
and a community-minded person as well as a great sport 
enthusiast. 

In 1966, Ken married Audrey Watson of Pilot Mound 
and in 1969, they bought SE quarter 20-3-12 and later the 
west quarter. They have two daughters, Jacqeline and 
Mamie. Ken is a great lover of horses and he now has his 
own six-horse hitch of percherons. He shows these 
beautiful blacks at most fairs in Southern Manitoba 
under the registered name of "Kenaud Percherons". He 
is also in the P.M.U. programme and wee colts are not a 
rare sight in his pasture. Audrey works full time in Prairie 
View Lodge in Pilot Mound and has done so for 16 years. 

When Bob completed his schooling he went into the 
bank, but was later employed with the airlines. He 
married Irene Swack of Winnipeg in 1976, and both he 
and Irene work for Pacific Western Airlines and reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Dorothy took her nurses training in Winnipeg and in 
1970, she married Ken Austin of Waskada where they 
now reside. They have two children, Dean and Susan. 

Bernice went to Winnipeg for teachers' training, and in 
1969, she married Ken Law of Darlingford. They have 
two daughters, Amanda and Krystal, and make their 
home in Sanford. 

Jim passed away in April, 1980, and Edith still resides 
in Pilot Mound and works in the personal care home 
there. 

RICHARD MILNER WILSON FAMILY 

John Austin Wilson was born on Juiy 6, 1829, in the 
County of York, England. On March 27, 1852, he 
married Elizabeth Milner who was born on May 13, 1828. 
The wedding was performed in Old Malton Parish 
Church in York, England. After their wedding they came 
to Mitchell, Ont. 

John and Elizabeth had a son, Richard Milner, who 
was born on July 23, 1855; and a daughter, Sarah Ann, 
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who was born on Feb. 26, 1858, and died on Feb. 29 the 
same year. Sadder still was the passing of Elizabeth on 
March 24, 1858. 

John then married Elizabeth Hancock and came west 
with Richard and two new Wilsons from this second 
marriage; James Austin and Louisa. They settled on the 
Marringhurst Plains in 1879. John homesteaded 21-3-12 
and Richard homesteaded N 20-3-12. John passed away 
March 6, 1904. 

Richard built a log house and sheds for his livestock 
and married Annie Elizabeth Baird, who was born Sept. 
30, 1863. This union had eight children: Etta, John 
Milner, Edward Richard, Elizabeth Bella, James Randal, 
Elizabeth Della, Alice Mildred, and Annie. When only 34 
years of age, Annie Elizabeth passed away in December, 
1897, leaving Richard and this large family. 

Richard Milner and Louisa. 

Richard then married a sister of Annie Elizabeth, 
namely Louisa Baird, who was born Nov. 28, 1870. 
Richard and Louisa had a family of three children, 
George Boyd, Walter Lome, who died as a young boy, 
and Una. 

Una and George. 



After Richard's death on June 24, 1916, Louisa and 
sons, James Randal and George Boyd continued t() farm 
the homestead until James Randal married Henrietta 
Currie in 1921, and they left to farm across the road on 
19-3-12. 

George Boyd and Una farmed with Louisa until she 
passed away in 1923. George and Una still remained 
together until Una's untimely passing in 1935, as the 
result of an accidental fire. 

George Boyd married Ida Major of Glenora. They had 
one daughter, Germaine Beverly Marie. In 1939, George 
and family moved to Saskatchewan until 1949, when they 
returned to run a store and the post office in Glenora 
until 1965. George then farmed a few miles from town 
until he retired in 1969. He passed away in 1979, his wife 
Ida resides in Argyle Lodge in Baldur, Man. 

During the years George and Ida were in Saskatchewan 
the Wilson homestead was rented to the Southam family 
from 1939 until the spring of 1943. 

The years from 1925 until 1937, found Randal Wilson 
farming in Saskatchewan and at Bowsman, Man. During 
these years six children were born to Randal and 
Henrietta: Florence, Mildred, Eunice, James Richard 
Milner, Calvin Lome (who died as a young boy), and 
Brucena. Henrietta passed away June 12,1937, which left 
Randal with this large family homestead, which he 
farmed until his retirement in 1974, at which time he sold 
it to the present owner, Jim Bell. Randal died Dec. 12, 
1975. The large red brick house is unoccupied but is 
evidence of a homestead family who pioneered on 20-3-
12 in Argyle Municipality. 

SAMUEL AND SUSAN WILSON 
FAMILY 

Samuel and Susan were old-time pioneers of the 
Greenway district. Samuel, who was born in Lanark, 
Ont., and Susan Griffith, born in Carleton Place, Ont. 
were married in 1876. They came to Manitoba in 1881 
with their two eldest children, via Emerson, and 
homesteaded on NW 2-5-13 which is located on No. 23 
Highway, just west of where the village of Greenway was 
later situated. 

Samuel, who was a carpenter, built their first log 
house, presumably in 1882 or 1883, which was burned 
down in 1922. Three other children were born on this 
farm. With the building of the railway in 1889, Samuel 
and two of his sons were employed on it. The C.N.R. 
"Y" was located on this quarter section. After spending 
25 years of pioneer life there, they moved to the village of 
Pilot Mound in 1905, and resided there until Samuel died 
in 1932, and Susan in 1940. 

The eldest daughter, Bella, married Alexander Craik, 
and they lived in the Greenway district for many years. 
They had five children: Mary, Lillian, Edna, Robert and 
Gladys. Bella passed away in 1932. 

James was employed by the C.N.R. for most of his 
working years. He married Maude McIntyre and lived in 
Winnipeg. They had one son, James, who was killed in a 
plane accident in 1936. James died in 1964. 

Mary graduated as a nurse from the Regina General 

Hospital in 1918, and nursed for many years. During this 
time, she was matron of various Red Cross Hospitals in 
Saskatchewan. In 1926, she married Donald Sutherland 
and they farmed in the Arrow River district for many 
years until they moved into the town. She spent her last 
years in Hamiota, and passed away in 1979 at the age of 
94 years. 

William married Greta Patterson and lived in Win
nipeg. They had one daughter, Winnifred. William was 
an engineer with the C.N.R., and in 1942 was killed in a 
train derailment near Portage La Prairie. He jumped 
from the cab of his engine but some of the freight cars 
toppled on him. 

Alexander Ross married Mabel McIntyre and they had 
two children, Alma and Ross. His interests lay in 
photography, taxidermy and carpentry. He worked in 
Brisbane's Harness Shop for some time before moving to 
Winnipeg. He later moved to Vancouver where he 
worked on construction, part of the time on the Capilano 
Canyon Swinging Bridge in that city. He spent his 
retirement years in California, with his second wife, 
Margery Hogue, and passed away in 1980, one day 
before his ninetieth birthday. 

A foster son, William J. Arnold, was taken in by the 
Wilson family when his mother, who was a distant 
relative, died when he was born. He served in WW I in 
the band. Upon his return, he studied dentistry and 
practised in Baldur for many years and at the Deer Lodge 
Hospital after moving to Winnipeg. He married Mary 
Gemmill and they had two daughters, Betty and 
Marguerite, and two sons, William and John. They have 
recently moved to take up residence in Toronto. 

BUZZ AND ETTA WINRAM 
FAMILY 

Hartley McTavish (Buzz) was born to Asenath and 
James Winram, one of eight children, in Pilot Mound, 
Man., on April 13, 1907. 

Euretta Ethel (Etta) Currie was born to Barbara and 
Angus Currie, one of eleven children, in Pilot Mound, on 
Jan. 17, 1905. They both took their schooling in Pilot 
Mound. 

Hartley was known far and wide by Buzz, his 
nickname. He was always very interested in hockey and 
other sports. 

In 1930, Buzz and Etta decided to be married and move 
to Neelin and start a small store and lunch room. They 
were married March 3, and with Tom McKitrick took off 
with a team of horses and a hay rack on a set of sleighs, 
up Rock Lake to Neelin, with a few personal belongings, 
and it was a few. They moved into a very old bulding and 
worked hard to start their little store. 

In 1935, Buzz got the mail contract to take the mail to 
Cartwright and bring mail back. With poor roads, it had 
to go with horses in the winter. The pay was very small 
and involved many terrible trips. 

In 1937, Buzz and Etta were blessed with twins, 
Patricia Barbara and William Hartley. William died two 
days later. 

In 1939, Buzz joined the Grenadiers along with Etta's 
two brothers, Ed and Dick Currie, from Pilot Mound. 
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They spent 16 months in Jamaica in 1940 and 1941, 
helping guard German prisoners. 

In 1941, they were sent to Hong Kong to do guard 
duty, but it turned out to be a disaster. They were on one 
boat and their equipment on another. Christmas day they 
had to surrender to the Japanese. They spent four years 
of torture and starvation. No mail could be delivered to 
them and their families didn't know whether they were 
alive. 

Etta carried on with the store, mail, and raising their 
daughter. The valley would flood but the mail went 
through. With the help of Alfed Lumb, Etta went many 
trips with car, boat and tractor. How times have 
changed! In September of 1945, news began trickling 
through from Hong Kong, some good and lots of sad 
messages too. Buzz flew the ocean in his pyjamas and was 
in hospital in Vancouver six weeks before arriving home. 
Etta flew out to be with him. Her two brothers also 
survived the ordeal but their health was never good. They 
have all died since. 

The beginning of the end was in sight for Neelin when 
they closed the school, so Etta and Buzz closed their store 
and took on the post office for 10 years. 

When the government closed the post office on Buzz' 
65th birthday, they decided to move to Carberry to be 
near their family. 

When Buzz was able, he was very active in Legion 
work, enjoying every minute of it. He was district 
commander for 10 years, then honourary president for a 
number of years. 

Patricia married Keith Porter from Holmfield in 1956. 
They had three children, Terry Keith, Kevin Mark, and 
Tracy Linda Gail. Patricia is chairperson for Assiniboine 
College, Brandon, and Keith is Crop Supervisor at 
Carman. 

In 1975, the family had a gala 45th anniversary for 
Buzz and Etta at Carberry. Some 500 guests called and 
around 250 sat down to a smorgasbord supper. 

Buzz died in October, 1977, after having many health 
problems from his prison years. Buzz was buried in 
Pilot Mound with over 500 people attending. Such a 
wonderful turnout of veterans, to say farewell! Etta 
moved to Killarney in 1979, and is enjoying living in an 
apartment by the lake. 

CHARLIE WITHERS 

Another old-timer not to be forgotten is Charlie 
Withers. 

He came to Baldur district in 1902 or 1903. He worked 
in Belmont district for one or two years for farmers 
before buying a farm in Argyle, southeast of Baldur. This 
farm was S 30-4-13, now owned by Ted Dearsley. 

He farmed it until 1923, when he sold out. 
He worked for different farmers in the district, making 

his home with the Paddocks when not working. 
He passed away in October, 1934, and was buried in 

the Baldur Cemetery. 
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AMOS AND ALEDA WOODWORTH 
FAMILY 

Amos and Aleda (Downey) Woodworth and children -
Cliffie and Herbert, came to Winnipeg from Hopewell, 
N. B. in 1912. In 1918, they bought NE 10-5-14 and SE 
16-5-14. Cliffie attended high school and normal school 
while in Winnipeg, and in 1918, started to teach at Fair 
Valley north of Glenboro. Herb and Amos farmed until 
Amos's death in 1926. Aleda was an active worker in the 
Sunday School, Woman's Missionary Society, and ladies 
aid of the Methodist and United Church. She passed 
away in 1940. 

Herb and Pearl on their wedding day in 
1935. 

In 1935, Herb married Pearl Smith. Their children 
were Nora, Aleda and Leonard. 

Nora became a teacher and in 1960, she married 
Donald Kletke. They have two boys, Marc and Scott and 
live in Mississauga, Ont. 

Aleda graduated in social work. In 1961, she married 
Ian Turnbull, and they live in Winnipeg. Their children 
are Laurel and Robert. 

Leonard has been with Atomic Energy of Canada as 
Research Technician for the past 16 years. He married 
Patricia Zinkowski and they have two children, Darryl 
and Christina. 

Herb rented SE 10-5-14 for a few years and then 
purchased it, and in 1946, he bought N 4-5-14. He sold 
the latter to Roy Campbell. Then in 1968, he sold the 
remainder to Wilbert Desrochers and they retired to live 
in Baldur. 

Over the years Herb and Pearl have shared in the work 
of the community. Pearl was a member of Women's 
Institute and was active in Sunday School and the United 
Church. Herb was a member of Manitoba Pool Elevator 
Board and served on Baldur School Board for 23 years. 
He has been an active member of United Church Boards 
for many years. 

Cliffie taught school at Tiger Hills, Sperling, 
Homewood, Hola, Welsh, and Glenora, and made her 
home with Herb and Pearl. In 1944, she married Charlie 



Charlie and Clijfie on their wedding day in 1944. 

Day who had been raised in the Greenway area. They 
farmed NE 33-4-14 until 1966, when they retired to live in 
Baldur. Charlie passed away in 1975, at 75 years and 
Cliffie in 1980, at 82 years. They were both active in 
Welsh School Community and in the Baldur United 
Church. 

JOSEPH AND ELIZA JANE WRA Y 

The ancestors of the Wray family were from Donegal, 
Ireland. James Wray and his wife, Elizabeth Mon
tgomery, immigrated to Canada in 1845, a year after they 
were married. They settled in Peterborough, Owen 
Sound, and finally, Gorrie, Ont. James and Elizabeth 
had five sons and four daughters. Four of the family 
moved to western Canada; Joseph homesteaded near 
Baldur. 

Joseph was born near Hanover, Ont. in 1850. Eliza 
Jane McKnight was also born near Hanover on Feb. 15, 
1850. They were married on Sept. 17, 1871. On July 7, 
1873, their son, Thomas James, was born at Chatsworth, 
Ont. They adopted a daughter, Annie, when she was 
seven years old. Annie was a relative of the McKnight 
family. 

Joseph was a wheelwright in Hanover, but in 1879, he 
followed his brothers west to begin homesteading. Joseph 
came out in the spring to Emerson, Man. He expected to 
be met by his brother, William, who had a homestead 
near Manitou. William was not there so Joseph began 
walking to Manitou, eventually getting a ride. The snow 
was quite deep and sleighs were forced to pull off the trail 
to allow others to pass. Luckily, at one of those meetings, 
Joseph recognized William's voice and was saved the 
search. 

Joseph did not find land to his liking near Manitou, so 
he travelled to the Baldur area. He established a 
homestead two and one-half miles southwest of the 
village. A short distance from the farm was a small lake 
which became known as Wray's Lake. The first house 
was made of oak logs with a sod roof. The door was a 
quilt. 

Joseph went back to Ontario and returned to Baldur in 

1881, with Eliza Jane, Thomas and Annie. The family 
came via Emerson and ox-carted their possessions to their 
homestead where they built a log barn and a larger house. 
The house had a kitchen, livingroom and upstairs 
quarters. They worked their land with oxen and on 
Sundays they went to church on a stoneboat drawn by 
oxen. 

Supplies were brought from Emerson by oxen and later 
by horses. The trip sometimes would take a week. Grain 
was teamed to Emerson in winter by community effort. 
About 20 teams would set out, each team breaking about 
a mile of road, and then pulling off to the side to let the 
next team come forward to break the next mile. 

Across from the Wray homestead was an Indian trail. 
Occasionally Indians would come by and ask for tea or 
flour. Eliza Jane would give them bread, while her 
children hid from the Indians. It is reported that one of 
the Indians had a good laugh at seeing four eyes poking 
out from under the bed and grunted 'good woman' as a 
thank-you when he left. 

It is not known how they kept track of the days, but 
one Sunday some visitors arrived and were surprised to 
see Eliza washing clothes. Being a Free Methodist and 
strict about observing Sunday, Eliza Jane, who had lost 
track of the days, was very upset. 

Eliza Jane often took a basket of eggs and butter to the 
store in Glenboro, to trade for groceries, walking the 33 
mile round trip the same day. 

Thomas (Tom) and Annie went to school in the winter 
and helped on the farm in the summer. They attended the 
Tiger Hills School, built in 1883. In 1891, Simpson 
School District was formed from parts of Tiger Hills, 
Otenaw, and other lands. Simpson School was built in 
1893. Joseph Wray was chairman of the school trustees. 
Miss Jennie Wells was the teacher and Thomas Wray was 
listed on the student register. 

Annie married Bill Darling of Treherne. They had two 
sons; Hansel and Carl. 

In 1894, Joseph and Eliza Jane moved back to Gorrie, 
Ont. Thomas followed in 1896 (see Thomas Wray family 
history). However, in 1902, Joseph and Thomas returned 
to the Baldur homestead, leaving the family in Gorrie. In 
the fall, the remaining members of the family came by 
train to Baldur. Joseph and Thomas each had a quarter 
on W 2-5-14. They all lived in the log house until, in 1903, 
Joseph and Eliza Jane built a new large house in Baldur. 
The house had five bedrooms, a parlor, diningroom, 
kitchen and a large pantry. Under the pantry was a dirt 
cellar containing a large cistern which supplied water to a 
sink with the aid of a pump. Hot water had to be carried 
upstairs to the bathtub, located in a room above the 
kitchen. There was a drain outside to drain the water out. 
In this large house Eliza Jane kept a number of boarders. 
They were milliners, dressmakers and high school 
students from the country. Her grandchildren, Joe, Myrt 
and later Irene, stayed in town with her while they at
tended school. 

Joseph built a shop on one of the four lots he owned in 
town. He did a variety of work including building and 
repairing buggies and wagons, constructing watertanks 
for the threshermen, and making coffins. (One was for a 
man seven feet tall.) In the summer, he would help his 
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son, Tom, on the farm. He drove a team of standardbred 
horses, "Simon and Jenny", of which he was very proud. 
Joseph was the town constable. He had to use a box in 
the livery stable as a jail. Joseph was a member of the 
Loyal Orange Lodge and the Black Preceptory. Joseph 
died of a heart attack on March 3, 1915, at the age of 65. 

Eliza Jane continued to live in the large house in 
Baldur, taking in boarders. Her grandchildren lived with 
her at various times, until her death on Dec. 20, 1930, at 
the age of 80 years. As reported in the' 'Baldur Gazette", 
she was a highly respected pioneer resident. She was a 
faithful member of the Methodist Church and later the 
United Church. She was buried in the Baldur Cemetery. 

THOMAS WRA Y F AMIL Y 

Thomas, the only son of Joseph and Eliza Wray, was 
born at Chatsworth, Ont. in 1873. He came to the Baldur 
area with his parents in 1881. In 1894, his parents moved 
back to Gorrie, Ont., and Thomas followed them in 
1896, obtaining work with his uncle, John McKnight, a 
construction contractor. He was foreman of a con
struction crew sent to Boston. 

While in Boston, Tom met and married Mary McLean 
in 1897. Mary was the daughter of Angus McLean from 
Nova Scotia. Their first child, Joseph Mitchell, was born 
on July 1, 1898. The family returned to Toronto, where 
Myrtle Mary was born Feb. 20, 1900. She was followed 
by Irene Elizabeth, who was born on Sept. 30, 1902; 
Clyde Robert, who was born in 1904; and Jackie, who 
was born in 1908, and died in 1910. 

In 1902, Thomas and his father, Joseph, returned to 
the Baldur homestead. In the fall, the remaining 
members of the family came by train to Baldur. Joseph 
and Thomas each had a quarter section of W 2-5-14 and 
the families shared the log house on Joseph's land until 
Joseph moved to Baldur. The house was added to in later 
years. Sadie McLean, Mary's sister, lived with them for a 
time until she married Will Doncaster and moved to 
Glenora. 

One of Thomas's daughters recalled accompanying 
him into the bush to get wood. Wood was cut, trimmed 
and hauled on sleighs from the bush near Glenora, about 
12 miles to the south of the farm. It was piled wigwam 
fashion to dry out in the summer, ready for the next 
winter's fire. 

Mary's health began to fail considerably. She died on 
May 10, 1910, three weeks after her son, Jackie died. 
This was a difficult time for Tom and the family. 
Eventually, Tom's mother, Eliza Jane, gave up her 
boarders and travelled out to the farm daily to care for 
the family. The school age children were now attending 
Welsh School. 

Joseph Mitchell was Tom and Mary's first son: (see 
Joe and Wat Wray history). 

Myrtle, the next oldest child, transferred from Welsh 
School to Baldur when she began grade IX in 1915. 
Myrtle and her sister, Irene, stayed with their grand
mother. The year they were in grade XI, Myrtle recalled 
the good times they had in the winter, going skating every 
night. Wednesday was always special as the Greenway 
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people would come to skate and later they would all go to 
the coffee shop. In September, 1918, Myrtle took her 
normal school training in Brandon. She taught in Boyne 
Creek School near Treherne, and later at Welsh School. 
During the next few years, the sisters divided their time 
living with their grandfather on the farm and with their 
grandmother in town. In 1925, Myrtle took her second 
class normal training in Regina. Her next school was in 
Livelong, Sask., where she met and married Rufus 
Brooks on Dec. 21, 1926. They had a family of two, 
Gordon and Irene. There are seven grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. Myrtle passed away in North 
Battleford in April, 1980, at the age of 80. 

The younger sister, Irene, was promoted from grade VI 
to grade IX, so that the sisters could be in the same grade 
in Baldur School. In September, 1918, Irene took her 
normal school training in Brandon. She then taught at 
Welsh School and in Saskatchewan. In 1935, she married 
Stan Heal; they lived at Webster's Corner and Haney, 
B.C. where Irene was editor of the women's section of 
the local paper. Irene and Stan adopted a son, Bruce. 
Irene died in 1972. 

Clyde, the youngest son, married Olive Mitchell of 
Baldur. He was in the garage business in Melita in 1930. 
They returned to Baldur and later, in 1934, they moved 
with their daughter, Margaret, to Toronto. Clyde was 
personnel manager in the McKnight firm. They also have 
a son, Barry. 

Christena and Thomas on their wedding day in 
1911. 

The fall of 1910, Thomas took a trip east. While in 
Toronto he met Christena Carroll. Christena was born at 
Kincardine, Ont., on Aug. 9, 1883, the daughter of 
J ames and Kathleen Carroll. On Sept. 27, 1911, Tom and 
Christena were married in Winnipeg. The farm was a new 
experience for Christena, but she learned how to harness 
a horse to a buggy so she could go to town. In 1913, 
Aubrey was born, but he only lived a few days. On Nov. 
15, 1914, Douglas Murray Francis was born. He was 
followed by Kathleen Margeretta Ellen on Feb. 22, 1920, 



and Thomas Leslie Carroll Jr. on April 14, 1921. 
Tom became an elevator agent in Baldur for the 

Dominion Company and moved his family to town. 
Between 1924 and 1931, Tom, Tena and the three 
youngest children lived in Pierson, where he was a grain 
buyer for the Canadian Consolidated Company. The 
family returned to Baldur early in 1931. Thomas became 
ill and passed away on May 9, 1932, at the age of 58. 
Services were held in the United Church and burial in the 
Baldur Cemetery. He had been a member of the 
Canadian Order of Forresters, the Loyal Orange Lodge 
and the Black Preceptory. Christena (Tena) as she was 
known, was a member of the United Church, the 
Women's Institute, the Ladies' Aid and the Baldur 
Auxiliary of the Canadian Legion. Christena used the 
large Wray home to take in boarders, as there was not 
always a hotel or eating place in Baldur for visitors. She 
had a heart of gold. On April 11 , 1954, Tena passed away 
while on a visit to North Battleford, Sask. Services were 
held in the United Church and she rests beside Tom in the 
Baldur Cemetery. 

Tena and Tom's oldest son, Murray, attended school 
in Baldur and Pierson. In the fall of 1932, he left Baldur 
for northern Saskatchewan. He became a successful 
farmer at Mervin, Sask. On Nov. 1, 1937, he married 
Isabelle Ganyo. They have two daughters, Carroll and 
Marie, and four grandchildren. Murray is a Past Master 
of the Masonic Lodge, and Past Patron of an Eastern 
Star Chapter. 

Their daughter, Kathleen, belonged to the C.G.I.T. 
and also attended the United Church Sunday School 
while attending Baldur School. She remembers par
ticipating in Miss Bateman's choirs in festivals in Knox 
United Church in Brandon. Mothers would pack lunches, 
including a lemon to help make the voice clearer. After 
singing, the choir members visited the greatest treasure 
center in Brandon, the "fifteen cent store". Kathleen 
worked in the Baldur Egg Grading Station and later in 
Cleghorn'S Drug Store. In 1943, she began training in the 
local telephone office under "Little" Lily Snydal, ap
preciative, when working on the switchboard, of the 
enunciation training she had received in Miss Bateman's 
choir. From 1946 to 1949, Kay was chief operator for the 
M.T.S. in Rapid City. On Nov. 12, 1949, at the family 
home in Baldur, Kathleen married Malcolm McKinnon, 
district operator for Manitoba Hydro in Lundar. They 
have three children; Allison, Jocelyn and Ian. Kathleen is 
a Past Matron and Past Grand Officer of the Eastern 
Star, a member of the Royal Purple and various com
munity organizations. In retirement, Kay and Mac enjoy 
travelling and a variety of hobbies. 

The youngest son, Leslie, attended school in Pierson 
and Baldur. He also attended the United Church Sunday 
School. He worked around· Baldur until he enlisted into 
the Queen's. Own Camerons in 1941. He transferred to 
the R.C.E.M.E. in 1942, and served overseas until the 
fall of 1945. On Nov. 27, 1943, he married Nancy (Peg) 
Excell of Maidstone, Kent, England, a member of the 
British Armed Forces. They live in East St. Paul, Man., 
and have two daughters, Sharon and Nancy. Les is a Past 
Master of Dormier Masonic Lodge; a member of the 
Winnipeg Oriental Shrine Band; The Henderson 

Highway Branch of the Legions; and an ardent curler. 
Les retired in 1981, from the Winnipeg Municipal 
Hospitals as a stationary engineer. 

JOE AND WAT WRAY 
FAMILY 

Joseph Mitchell Wray was born on July 1, 1898. He 
attended high school in Baldur and normal school in 
Brandon. After teaching for a few years he returned to 
the homestead to farm. In 1927, he and his younger 
brother Clyde went to Milwaukee, Wisconsin to take an 
electrical engineering course. On his return, he married 
his sister Myrtle's teaching friend, Viola Watling (Wat), 
of Carnduff, Sask. Joe was an elevator agent in Not
tingham and Bladworth, Sask. 

A son, Allan was born, but lived only until 1932. A 
daughter Myrna, was born in 1934. 

In 1942, Joe and Wat moved back to the old family 
farm in Baldur. The farm, which had been rented to the 
S. Desrochers family between 1927 and 1942, became 
their home until 1964, when they retired to Baldur. 

Wat had a "green thumb" and both the farm grounds 
and their yard in town were showplaces of flowers and 
shrubs. Wat was an active member of the hospital aid and 
the Baldur Cemetery Board. Joe and Wat both enjoyed 
curling at one time. 

Myrna attended Baldur School, graduating with 
honors. She received the general proficiency award. 
Myrna attended Winnipeg Teachers' College and taught 
near Belmont, and in the Northwest Territories. While 
teaching there, she met Murray Petrie. They were 
married.on July 16, 1960, on the grounds of the family 
farm. They have a family of two, Heather and Keith. 

The Wray family held a reunion in the summer of 
1973. It was hosted by Joe and Wat Wray at their home 
in Baldur. The six surviving children of Thomas James 
Wray and members of their families attended. 

Joe passed away on Feb.4, 1977. Wat lives in Baldur 
Manor. 

ROY AND RUBY WYLIE FAMILY 

Julia McGill, Roy and Ruby in 1941. 
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Roy was born at Oxbow, Sask., the second son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman J. Wylie. The family moved to 
Rathwell, Man., when he was four years old and he 
received his education there. In 1938, he went to Ontario 
to work and when the war broke out in 1939, he joined 
the Royal Canadian Air Force. 

While in the Air Force, Roy met Ruby McGill who was 
also serving in the Air Force. She was the third daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. McGill of Crystal City. She was 
born there and lived there until joining the Air Force. 
Roy and Ruby were married in June, 1942. Roy stayed on 
in the Air Force until the war ended. In 1943, their first 
daughter, Barbara Ann, was born and in 1946, their first 
son, Jim, was born. 

Roy was discharged from the Air Force, and they 
purchased NE 28-4-13, and SW 29-4-13. This farm was 
known as the Craig farm. This was a mixed farm, so they 
kept cattle and milked many cows. 

In June, 1949, their second son, Douglas, was born. 
They always remembered that month, as the hydro was 
put in and no more coal-oil lamps were needed. An 
electric cream separator was purchased. 

They will remember the year 1951, when Jim fell off 
the stoneboat and was run over. There were many 
anxious days in hospital, until they knew he would be 
alright. They were really glad the hospital had opened 
that year. 

The children attended Huff School, two miles west. 
They had many a cold ride and also walked many times. 

In December, 1954, Roy and Ruby had a daughter, 
Betty Jane. 

The family all remember many good times; the picnics 
at Huff, the curling in Greenway and later in Baldur. 

In 1966, they sold the farm to Joseph Geeregat and 
bought the Herb Christopherson house in Baldur. Roy 
went to work for the Manitoba Telephone System and 
worked for 11 years, when he had to retire for health 
reasons. Ruby went to work at the Baldur Hospital as a 
cook for 12 years. 

Roy and Ruby spent three winters in Mesa, Arizona, 
and enjoyed them very much. They still live in their home 
in Baldur near the creek. Roy enjoys gardening and 
fishing. Ruby enjoys bowling. 

Jim, Barbara, Douglas, and Betty. 
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Barbara married Wayne Bolack and lives in Baldur, 
and has two daughters, Tracey and Kathy. Both girls are 
attending school in Baldur. Barb has worked for the 
Royal Bank for many years. She is presently a trustee of 
the Tiger Hills School Division. 

Jim attended University in Winnipeg and Calgary, 
taught school in Gladstone and Sprague. He worked in 
Killarney as recreation director for three years before 
returning to teaching. He now teaches in Ninette and lives 
in Killarney. He married Colleen Campbell of Baldur. 
They have three daughters; Amber, Shannon and Carma 
Lynn. 

Douglas works in Ontario and has never married. 
Betty Jane worked in Winnipeg after completing her 

education. She worked for the Federated Insurance Co. 
and for Air Canada. She married Don Van Damme and 
they had one son, Trevor. Betty was tragically killed in a 
car accident in 1974. 

CAMIEL AND MARIA WYTINCK 
FAMILY 

Marcel on left. Right: JUdith, Camiel, Isadore, Annie, Gerard and 
Maria. 

Camiel Wytinck was born in Ertvelde, Belgium, in 
1887. He immigrated to Canada in 1903, at the age of 16 
years. He came across by boat, arriving in New York, 
then on to Montreal and west to Winnipeg by train, then 
on to Cypress River. A younger brother, Barney, im
migrated with him at this time. Two of his younger 
brothers, Victor and Pete, followed in 1905. Two sisters 
remained in Belgium, the brothers here in Canada 
worked, saving their money to earn passage for their 
sisters. Irene and Sylvia arrived in Canada in 1907. 

Camiel also had a half-brother and a half-sister, 
Gustave and Emma, who immigrated some years later. 

Camiel worked for Mr. Henry Martens for about three 
years, receiving $15 for his first seven months of work, 
then earned $180 for one year's work. His last seven 
months netted him $175. He then took a job with the 
railways, doing cement work and he saw the town of 
Rivers develop. He sometimes was the cook's helper on 
this railway crew. 

In 1908, he worked for two months in the bush camps 
in Ontario, returning to St. Alphonse in 1909. Here he 
first met Maria Rosier. He worked as a farm labourer 



until 1912. 
He married Maria on April 8, 1912, in S1. Alphonse 

Roman Catholic Church. They had five children: the 
eldest a set of twins, Judith and Isadore, Annie, Geard 
and Marcel. Geard died from the flu in 1927, at the age of 
12 years. 

Camiel purchased his first property in Argyle from 
Arthur Hayes in 1935, N 2-6-13 and NE 3-6-13. 

In 1935, he bought a section of land near Baldur, 19-5-
13, and sold this to his son Marcel in 1963. 

Isadore and Martha on their wedding 
day in 1936. 

The land he bought in 1935, N 2-6-13 and NE 3-6-13, 
was for his son Isadore. Isadore married Martha DePape 
on Sept. 8, 1936, in St. Geard's Roman Catholic Church 
in Bruxelles. Rev. Hubert Heynen officiated at the 
wedding ceremony. They had a family of four children. 

On the day Isadore and Martha's first child arrived, 
Isadore and his dad were picking wild mustard about 
three-quarters of a mile from home. They had 
prearranged with Martha that, if it seemed like things 
were starting, she was to put a white towel up on a pole 
behind the shop, which they could easily see from that 
distance. Well, low and behold! a neighbour came over, 
he got to talking to Martha. When things did get started 
Martha thought he would never leave. Finally after he 
left she put up the flag. 

Camiel said that Isadore crossed the field like a jack 
rabbit and arrived home before he himself had made it a 
third of the way. That afternoon their first son, Edward, 
was born. 

Isadore and Martha did mixed farming, they shipped 
cream, raised hens and shipped eggs to the hatchery in 
Winnipeg. Isadore also hauled firewood to Cypress River 
in the winter months to earn extra money. Three more 
children were added to the family: Don, Lillian and 
Herb. 

Isadore passed away May 8, 1946, from blood 
poisoning. After Isadore's death, Martha remained on 
the farm with her children, the eldest, Edward, was nine 
years old, the youngest was 22 months. Camiel and Maria 

Back Row: Edward and Herbie. Front Row: 
Lillian and Donnie. 

helped out until fall. In the fall of 1946, Martha's 
brother, Gaston DePape, was hired to run the farm and 
help raise the family. He stayed until 1953, when he 
married Gabriel Packet. Gus and Gabie then moved to 
St. Boniface to operate their own dairy farm. 

In 1947, Camiel and Maria moved to Mariapolis where 
they lived to celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary in 
1972. Maria passed away in 1973. Camiel passed away on 
Jan. 6,1978. 

In 1952, Ed stayed home from school to help run the 
farm. Don continued his schooling for two more years, 
he then helped on the farm. 

In the fall of 1957, Ed attended the University of 
Manitoba until 1959, he graduated with a diploma in 
agriculture. 

Don went back to school to further his education in 
1959. Consolidation had taken place by this time, so he 
was school bus driver as well as student. 

Lillian graduated from grade XII in St. Maria School, 
Bruxelles in 1959. She married Maurice Delichte in St. 
Alphonse Church on June 11, 1960. They reside on a 
farm at St. Alphonse and have four children: Lorena 
born in April, 1961, Donica born in July, 1962, Bonnie 
born in April, 1964 and Henry born in May, 1968. 

Martha and her sons, Don and Herb, moved to St. 
Boniface where Martha and boys lived and worked for 
her cousin, Rev. Remi DeRoo. Don and Herb graduated 
on May 14, 1961. After this Martha moved to Victoria, 
B.C., still working for the newly appointed Bishop of 
Victoria, His Excellency Bishop Remi DeRoo. 

Don and wife Debra reside in Nanaimo, B.C. 
Herbert and his wife Beatrice live in Edmonton, Alta. 

They have two children: Lyall born in 1969, and Sonya 
born in 1971. 

Edward married Margaret Simoens, daughter of Leon 
and Catherine Simoens, in St. Geard's Catholic Church 
in Bruxelles on July 12, 1960. They took over the family 
farm, N 2-6-13. In 1965, they purchased the farm from 
Martha. It was a mixed farming operation with a few 
milk cows, some hens, pigs and a team of horses. Ed and 
Marg had 10 children. In 1961 their first son was born in 
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Back Row: Corinna, Francine, Rob, Edward, Margaret holding 
Matthew, Jamie, Timothy, Laurenda and Kevin. Front Row: Danny 
and Can dis. 

the Baldur Hospital with Dr. Hamwee in attendance, 
nine more children blessed their home, all born in the 
Baldur Hospital and all safely delivered by Dr. G.E. 
Hanks. All 10 children were baptized by Rev. Father Alex 
Hunnfeld of St. Alphonse Parish. Jamie David was born 
on May 15, 1961. their second son, Timothy Donald, was 
born on Aug. 6, 1962. Their third son, Robbie Bradford 
was born Nov. 7, 1964. Next they had four daughters: 
Laurenda Catherine born on Jan. l3, 1966, Francine 
Martha was their leap year baby born Feb. 29, 1968, 
Corinna Eleanor born Aug. 8, 1969, and Candis Maria 
arrived on Mother's Day, May 9, 1971. On Sept. 18, 
1973, another son was born, Kevin Edward. Gregory 
Daniel was born on March 8, 1974. Their tenth child, 
another sweet little boy named Matthew Leon, was born 
June 11, 1978. 

In 1975, Ed and Marg purchased 31-4-12. Ed is 
councillor for Ward 5, he has held the position for the 
past five years. Their two oldest sons, Jamie and Tim, 
graduated from Notre Dame Collegiate Institute: one in 
1979, the other in 1980. 

In 1981, Jamie and Tim each purchased a quarter 
section from their dad and plan to farm in partnership 
with him. Robbie and Laurenda attend high school at 
Notre Dame. Their elementary children attend school in 
st. Alphonse. 

LA WRENCE AND CHRISTINE WYTINCK 
FAMILY 

The Wytinck farm was bought in 1950, from Lawrence 
Ruths, by Firmin and Alice Wytinck of Cypress River. 
The buildings were on SW 2-6-l3. Firmin farmed it for 
two years, then rented it to Jimmy Dousselaere for three 
years. For the next l3 years August Almey, brother of 
Alice Wytinck, rented it. In 1968 Firmin's son, Lawrence 
bought the farm. 

In 1969, Lawrence married Christine Verniest of Pilot 
Mound and they set up a dairy farm. They are still dairy 
farming. They have four children: Wendy was born Aug. 
2, 1970; Twyla was born Nov. 10, 1971; Steve was born 
on Sept. l3, 1973; and Michelle was born May 4, 1977. 
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SAM AND OLLIE YAREMCHUK 
FAMILY 

Sam, Ollie, Shelly and Dean. 

The Yaremchuks, Samuel, wife Olga (Ollie) and son 
Dean, arrived in Baldur in the latter part of 1961. At that 
time Sam took over the principalship of the new 
elementary consolidated school, where he has taught 
junior high grades until the present time. He is still vice 
principal of the larger school which includes kingergarten 
to grade XII. Sam is teaching the children of his first 
students. 

The teachers who taught with Sam respected his ad
ministrative ability and his sincerity to each staff 
member. 

Ollie began work at the local telephone exchange in 
1962, and continued on a part time basis until 1965. 
Then, from 1965, she worked on a full time basis until the 
closure of the local exchange in 1973, due to the con
version to dial phones. From then until June, 1974, she 
worked in the Baldur Hardware and handled Manitoba 
Telephone System accounts. Then, from June, 1974 until 
December, 1974, she worked at the Royal Bank in 
Glenboro. Since Jan. 1, 1975 she has been employed at 
the Baldur Hospital as health record techhician and 
administrative secretary in the business office. 

Dean was born in Gimli in 1957. He came here at the 
age of four years. He started school in 1963, and attended 
Baldur School until 1974, when he moved to Dauphin to 
complete his grade XII and play Manitoba Junior 
Hockey with the Dauphin Kings. After playing junior 
hockey with Flin Flon, Weyburn and Humboldt, Sask., 
he enrolled in a two-year course at Kelsey Institute of 
Fine Industrial Arts and Sciences at Saskatoon, Sask., 
studying recreational technology. He graduated in May, 
1980. In June, Dean was hired as the communities 
recreation director in Moosomin, Sask. On July 5, 1980, 
he married Debra Angus of Dauphin and took his bride 
to Moosomin where they reside. 

Shelly Dawnne was born Feb. 16, 1965. She started 
school in 1971, and is attending grade XI at the Baldur 
School. 

ALBERT AND MARY ANNE YEO FAMILY 

James Henry Yeo was born in Ontario on Nov. 25, 
1842. His parents came from Devonshire, England. He 



was a contractor and builder. He married Mary Anne 
Jewell and they had seven children: Albert Ernest was 
born on Aug. 15, 1869; Mary Elizabeth on March 16, 
1871; William Franklin on April 7, 1873; Alfred Edward 
on Aug. 10, 1875; Walter James on April 15, 1878; Ida 
Jane on March 12, 1880; and John Wesley on May 4, 
1882. They are all deceased. 

Mary Ann and Albert Ernest 

Albert Ernest Yeo was born at Mitchell, Ont. in 1869. 
He came to Manitoba in 1889, and worked for James 
Gardiner, a farmer. He married Mary Anne Angst on 
Dec. 25,1891, in Treherne, Man. by Rev. A. Stewart. 

Mary Anne was born in Minto, Ont., and came west in 
1888 with her half-sister. 

After Albert and Mary Anne were married they lived 
on the Venor Place, 36-6-13. They had three children, 
Gertrude May, Mary Elizabeth and Albert James 
Solomon. Gertrude May was born on April 28, 1894, 
then they moved to Victoria Municipality. Mary 
Elizabeth was born there on April 18, 1897. In 1898, they 
moved to Argyle Municipality, 25-6-13, which they 
bought from Silas Adams. Albert James Solomon was 
born there on Dec. 8, 1901. They lived in a log house 
until they built a new house in 1916, which is still being 
lived in: The barn was built in 1912, and it burned down 
on Jan. 1, 1959. 

They attended the Methodist Church and Albert was a 
board member. He also belonged to the Forester's 
Lodge. They retired in Cypress River between 1926 and 
1928. 

Gertrude May went to Cypress Valley School. She 
married Ernest Pontifex on Dec. 19, 1917. Ernest came 
from England when he was 17 years old. He was born in 
Hampton Court, England on Nov. 8, 1890. They farmed 
in South Cypress Muncipality until they moved to 
Cypress River in 1957, where they still reside. They had 
three children; Carl, Doris and Douglas. 

Mary Elizabeth married John Bridal on Jan. 29, 1919, 
and lived on 26-6-13 in Argyle Municipality from 1920 to 
1934. They then moved north of Cypress River and 
farmed until they moved to Swan Lake in 1945, where 
they owned a filling station. Later he worked on an 
alfalfa mill and at the hospital. They moved to Somerset 
Manor in 1969, where they still reside. 

Russell James and Florence Helen at back. 
Maggie Helen and Albert James Solomon in 
front. 

Albert James Solomon (Bert) went to Cypress Valley 
School. He married Maggie Helen Sutherland on Dec. 8, 
1926, and lived on the home farm, NW 25-6-13, until 
moving to Cypress River on Nov. 22, 1958. He served on 
the Cypress United Church Board and Cypress Valley 
School Board. He was a member of the Agricultural 
Society and The Fat Stock Show. Maggie died on Dec. 
10, 1960. Bert married Edith Helgason. Bert and Maggie 
had two children, Florence and Russel, who received 

Back Row: Randy, Brenda, Joy and Donna. 
Front Row: Beverly, Winona and Russell. 

most of their education at Cypress Valley School. 
Florence married Bryan Arason on Dec. 1, 1953. They 
operate Helgason and Arason International Business in 
Cypress River. They had three children, Vivian, Marvin 
and Bruce. Bruce was accidentally killed on June 28, 
1976. Russell farms on the home farm, NW 25-6-13, with 
his wife Winona (Berry). They were married on Nov. 17, 
1955, and have five children, Beverly, Joy, Donna, 
Randy and Brenda. 

DOUGLAS AND MILLIE YEO FAMILY 

In February, 1944, Doug and Millie Yeo bought a half 
section of land, one quarter in Lome Municipality and 
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. the former . ., I' (ThIS was . one quarter m Argyle MUlllclpa Ity. d family). Doug 
home of Mr. and Mrs. G. Nordman an Mrs. Ed An
and Millie had five of a family: Barbar;:riggs of B.C.; 
derson of Winnipeg; Francis, Mrs. R~nnipeg; Dar1~ne 
Harvey married Jackie La:vs~n of Gordon marned 
married Gary Conner of WmlllP~g an~dren all attended 
Kerry Moore of Oak Bluff. TheIr chI whO attended 
Cypress Valley School except Gordon e consolidated 
Cypress River School, as the schools wer 
by this time. S hool when she 

Millie also attended Cypress Valley c 
was a student. . mber 1975, and 

Doug and Millie sold the farm III Dec;6 ' 
retired to Cypress River in December, 19 . 

ANDREW AND ANNIE YOUNG 
FAMILY 

. r 
he Cypress RIve 

Andrew and Annie had come to t. 1900 when they 
district in 1888, where they farmed u~t11 wh;re Andrew 
moved to the town of Cypress RIver bought 17-4:12 
operated a meat market until 1910. !hey hanty, in whIch 
(Dry River) in 1904, and in 1905.bUllt a s 1 acres of land 
they lived from time to time whtle ~ev~~lbert, Will Jay, 
were being broken. Their family of f!ve'h Is at cypress 
Cordie, Elva and Mervin atte,?ded sc t:nilY lived part 
River, Dry River and Zephyr, s~nce the h a farm. In 19~7, 
time in Cypress River and part tIme on ~ Quarrie famtly. 
the farm land was rented out to th~ ~en for the next 
Dunc and Dan McLennan farmed It t me back and 
three years, and in 1911, the Youngs c:hey rented the 
farmed it themselves. In the fall of 1912'(1 the spring of 
Lou Freedy farm and remained there UI\~ on section 17 
1916, when the house and barn were b~1 n to the housef 
and an addition was moved in and a?de ~f the R.M. 0 

Andrew Young served as councIllor I been Deputy 
Argyle from 1918 to 1920. He ha~ a~oder. Be was a 
Grand Master of District 3, MasolllC r d later of the 
faithful member of the Methodi.st Church ararge circle of 
United Church. He endeared hImself ~o a r_readiness to 
friends by his genial personality. an~ hIS ::r:cter , his one 
lend a helping hand. Unassumlllg I,? c ration. 
aim in life was to serve his God and hIS gge:oe Andrew and 

After a sale held in the sprin~ of 1 th~ brick hOUS~, 
Annie moved back to Cypress RIver t<;> I' es Andrew s 
where they lived the remainder .0; t.hel~4~ . 
death occurred in 1937, a~d An~le s III 1 u h crippled for 

Elbert the eldest of theIr famIly, altho g and in fact, 
his entir~ lifetime, did help out on th~ fa~ld w'ork. Be 
worked with a four horse team dOIll~ back to cypre~s 
never married. When the Youngs mo~e nO family of h~s 
River, Elbert moved with them. Havlllg t deal to theIr 
own, his nieces and nephews meant a gr~~atham, ant., 
"Uncle Eb" He eventually moved to mer visits. 

. . . al sum .' t returnmg to Greenway for occas!O~ b resldlllg a 
About 1961, he returned t~ MaI1ltoc:~rred in 1978: 
Killarney and Brandon where hIs d~ath 0 dna Johnson III 

Will Jay, second eldest, marned E . 
1916. (See Will Jay Young History). h Selton distnct 

Cordelia (Cordie) taught school III t e 
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Will Jay, Elva, Merl', Cordie, Elbert. 

II nd Man. and in 1917, she married Ira Craik 
near B~ a River di~trict. Cordie was honoured for her 
of the ry s a faithful organist at Greenway United 

Y Years a .) man Ira Craik HIstory 
Church. (See d youngest, moved back to Cypress River 

Elva, seCO
n 

ts in 1920. She worked as a telephone 
with her pale~hile so employed at Elm Creek, she met 
operator ~nd Ralph McKay .of .Rose~ank, Man. They 
and marne ebank and theIr fIve chIldren were raised 

d t Ros 
farme a Dorothy, Donald, Robert and Anne. The 
there; ~ru~e, short while at Cypress River. About 1947, 
family hve

d ; ontario. Ralph McKay died in Chatham 
they move 1 ~nd Elva passed away in 1974. ' 
ant. in 195 , 

Merv and Elda on their wedding day in 1922. 

. the you~gest i,? the family, bought 2-5-l3 
~ervI~~ situated Imme?Iately ~?rth. of the vi~lage of 

whIch w The farm was Just prame WIth an IndIan trail 
GreenwafY' rn the north east corner to the grain elevator . g ro 
runnm way. l\1erv u~ed. a four-horse ~eam to work the 
in Green 1922, in Wmlllpeg, he marned Elda Burr ?f 
land. In who had been a teacher at Zephyr School m 
KillarneYci had also taught school at Glencove School, 
1919. El ~ press River and Glenboro, at Highview 
between J at Wigton School west of Glenora in 1921. 
School, anf rrn was small, income was augumented by 
Since the a ther jobs, such as loading grain with a grain 
working at 0 



blower into C.N. railcars for area farmers. Since Merv 
was mechanically inclined he repaired many of the older 
cars for neighbours. For entertainment, Merv and Elda 
thought nothing of driving with a team and cutter from 
Greenway to Pilot Mound for an evening's skating. The 
Greenway Hall was built about 1921, and community 
dances were great entertainment. About 1925, Elda, who 
played the piano, Lyall Robinson and Lloyd Smith began 
playing for dances as the "Night Hawk Entertainers 
Orchestra", being hired for about $12.00 per dance. 
They provided many hours of enjoyment throughout the 
area. 

Old records show that in 1924, Merv worked with a 
team doing road work and received 60<1: per hour as pay 
for himself and the team. Howard Burr, Elda's younger 
brother, lived with them at Greenway in 1923-24, and 
again from 1930-34. Both Howard and Merv were en
thusiastic hockey players and were interested as well in 
baseball. In the early 1930's, Merv and Howard worked 
for M.T.S. along Highway 23. They were paid 25<1: an 
hour, and worked in extremely cold weather. Howard 
moved to Dauphin in 1934, to help his father, Hiram 
Burr, at the livery stable there. Howard became ill and his 
death occurred in Dauphin in 1935, at the young age of 
26. 

In the late 1930's and during the 1940's Merv operated 
a trucking business hauling grain and gavelling roads. In 

Tom, Raymond, Kelly, and Lynda. 

1942, their daughter, Lynda, was born in Winnipeg. She 
received her education at Greenway School and Baldur 
High School. She has been employed by the City of 
Brandon since 1961. In 1965, she married Thomas Hoy 
of Brandon, and they and their two sons, Raymond and 
Kelly, reside in Brandon. In the 1950's Merv served as a 
trustee on the Greenway School Board for several years. 
In the 1960's, he drove a school bus, and also worked in 
1960-61 on the construction of the extension to the 
Baldur Hospital. For many years, during the 1960s and 
the 1970's, he served as an elder and was on the Board of 
Stewards and the Board of Trustees of Greenway United 
Church. Elda has served as relief organist for many years 
also. The Greenway United Church finally closed its 
doors in June, 1974. Merv's death occurred in late June, 
1974, at Baldur. Elda remained at the home farm for a 
while, eventually moving to Green Acres Lodge III 

Brandon in November, 1978, where she still resides. 

WILL AND EDNA YOUNG FAMILY 

Will holding Iris, Edna, Opal on chair, Joyce and Lex. Rev. Keith on 
right. 

Will Jay, second eldest, married Edna Johnson on 
Nov. 8, 1916. Edna had come from Ontario to Manitoba 
as a child in 1902, with her family, and recalled that when 
they crossed the Pembina River near Pilot Mound, the 
water then covered the entire width of the valley floor. 

Will and Edna farmed on 19-4-12 where their five 
children were raised, Joyce, Lex, Opal, Iris and Keith. In 
1926, they moved to the Stratford farm and rented, until 
buying a home in 1928 in Greenway, where they lived 
until 1935. They then bought the original Johnson farm 
and lived there until 1944, returning to Greenway to live. 
In 1948, they bought what is commonly known as the Old 
McGillivray farm, 27-4-14, south of Baldur. They lived in 
various communities throughout Manitoba; Winnipeg, 
Elm Creek, Belmont and Boissevain. At each point Will 
Jay was employed as a butcher. They retired to the town 
of Baldur.in 1967. 

Will Jay was a muncipal councillor from 1938 to 1944. 
The family belonged to the United Church and Will Jay 
was often superintendent of the Sunday school. He was a 
member of the Masonic Lodge for many years and 
received his life membership. Edna belonged to the 
United Church Ladies' Aid and The Order of the Eastern 
Star. Edna enjoyed the sport of curling and her rink 
usually consisted of Mrs. Truelove, Milly Cornock and 
Edna Craik. 

Eldest daughter, Joyce, was born in Cypress River on 
Nov. 18, 1917. She attended several schools in the 
municipality, depending on which one had enough pupils 
to be open. She started in Greenway in 1923, then to 
Zephyr for a year, then to Excelsior and back to 
Greenway. She married in 1939. (See Oxnard History). 

Lexly, the eldest son, was born at home on the farm, 
No. 17, on June 16, 1919. He attended whichever school 
was open. He stayed at home and worked on the farm 
until 1946, then went to work on the C.N.R. in Blue 
River. Later he worked for the C.P .R. out of Brandon. 
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He married Betty Hamilton in 1962, when he went back 
to the farm for a few years. They finally settled in 
Killarney where he is employed by the schoolboard as 
custodian of the elementary school. They have four 
daughters, Candis, Lana, Lisa and Jane. 

Opal, the second daughter, was born Aug. 23, 1922, at 
home on the farm. She went to school in Greenway and 
took her high school in Baldur. After graduating, she 
went to work for the Manitoba Wheat Pool in Winnipeg. 
During the war years, she worked for the civil services in 
Ottawa. In 1947, she went to Vancouver and worked for 
Spencer's Dept. Store for three years. She married 
Joseph Downton and they settled in the Kamloops area. 
They have one son, Terry, who lives with his mother. 
Joseph passed away in August, 1980. 

Iris, the third daughter, was born in Cypress River. She 
went to school at Excelsior and Greenway and completed 
high school in Baldur. In 1942, she began a nursing career 
in the Victoria Hospital in Winnipeg. On May 11, 1945, 
she married Cliff Storie and now lives at Baldur, Man. 
(See Cliff Storie History). 

Keith, the youngest son, was born on May 3, 1926, at 
home on the farm. He attended Excelsior School and 
Baldur High School. He married Irma Huffman and they 
had two daughters: Cherryl, married to Ross Fridell 
living in Williams Lake area in British Columbia; and 
Bonnie who is married and makes her home in Calgary, 
Alta. Keith and Irma lived on a farm south of Baldur for 
some years before moving to Belmont and opening a 
grocery store. Later Keith changed his career and went 
into the United Church ministry at Dauphin, Man. He 
was ordained while he was a minister at Kenton, Man. 
His work has taken him to Reston, Man., where he 
resides with his present wife, Marie, daughter Dana, and 
son Dion. 

GREENW AY PIONEERS 
YOUNG AND TODD FAMILIES 

Thomas Young was born in 1821, at Stirling, Scotland. 
His father, William Young, served in the British navy for 
14 years before coming to Canada. He was a sailor 
aboard a British man-of-war under Admiral Nelson and 
was in the Battle of Trafalgar and the bombardment of 
Barcelona. His grandfather, a native of Scotland, a lace 
manufacturer, was described as a wealthy and influential 
man. 

Thomas married Jeanette McQuat in 1849, and the 
same year bought his farm in the River Rouge, P .Q. They 
had seven children: Margaret, Marjorie, Elizabeth, 
Helen, William, Janet (Jessie) and Mary. Jeanette passed 
away in 1886. 

The Manitoba portion of this farm family history 
started in 1905, when Mary and Jessie Young came west 
from Lachute, P.Q. to visit relatives at Cypress River. 
They also had a cousin, Andrew Young, living in the Dry 
River district on 17-4-12. He was the father of Will J., 
Ab, Merve and Cordie (Craik). While travelling by horse 
and buggy from Cypress River to visit the Andrew Young 
family, Mary and Jessie crossed 30-4-12 and liked what 
they saw. They learned that the land was for sale by the 
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owner, Archie Graham, so arrangements were made for 
the purchase of it by their father, Thomas Young. The 
following spring of 1906 saw the Thomas Young family 
moving west by railway from Quebec to Greenway. They 
left a prosperous farm in the River Rouge district near St. 
Andrews, south of Lachute. One can only surmise the 
reason for the move was for a larger acreage and the 
challenge of opening up new country, as they left behind 
a much larger house and barn and improved farmstead. 
They had an auction sale before they left but brought 
with them several carloads of cattle, horses, furniture and 
household effects including an organ. Jenny McLennan, 
later Mrs. Harry Strang, was a small girl going to school 
at Greenway in 1906, and remembered well when the 
Youngs arrived. She and her school chums watched 
during recess and noon hour as the cattle and horses and 
other belongings were unloaded from the rail cars. Jessie 
Kettyle remembers the auction sale in Lachute and 
Thomas Young supervising the loading of the railcars 
there. "He was spry as a cricket and everywhere at 
once." At age 85 a remarkable spirit to pull up stakes and 
move to Manitoba. 

On their arrival in Greenway the Young family con
sisted of the father, Thomas, his three daughters, 
Margaret (55), Jessie (38) and Mary (36), one son, 
William (42). They also had with them his two grandsons, 
Tom and Leslie Todd. 

Mary, Margaret and Jessie. 

There were three sisters born between Margaret and 
William. Two of them, Elizabeth and Helen, were school 
teachers and had gone to Kansas, U.S.A. from Lachute 
to stay with Uncles William and Alex Young and to teach 
there. They eventually married brothers. Elizabeth 
married Alexander Mustard and Helen married James 
Mustard. The other sister, Marjorie, had married 
William Todd and farmed near Lachute. They had four 
children, Russell, Jessie May, Thomas Baron and George 
Leslie McKay. Marjorie died in 1890 when Leslie was 
born. Russell and Jessie (later married to Eddie Kettyle) 
stayed with their father but Tom and Leslie were raised 
by the Youngs. 

Russell Todd, Tom and Leslie's older brother, also 
came to Manitoba from Quebec before WWI. He worked 
on the home farm and also farmed and lived on N 11-4-
12. He married Nancy Forbes in 1917. They had one 
daughter, Marjorie, who died in infancy in 1919. She is 



Tom, Leslie, and Russell. 

buried at Baldur Cemetery. Russell and Nancy had an 
auction sale and moved to California about 1920. He was 
employed by the Pacific Great Western Railway Co. at 
Fort Bragg for many years until his retirement. He 
worked in the railway shops and at one time during the 
1920's he was one of only two men on the California 
coast who was qualified to weld a steam locomotive 
boiler. Russell and Nancy made several visits back to the 
Greenway area. He died in 1962, aged 78, and is buried in 
California. 

Thomas Young died at Greenway in 1909, and is 
buried in Baldur Cemetery. 

Margaret (the eldest daughter) was born in 1851. 
William was born in 1864, Jessie was born in 1868 and 
Mary was born in 1870. They all lived out their lives on 
the home farm of 30-4-12. In their early years there they 
were active in the Greenway Church. Mary also gave 
music lessons in the Dry River and Excelsior districts as 
well as Greenway. She travelled about to the students by 
horse and buggy and was sometimes accompanied by a 
Mr. Ashcroft, a minister who boarded at Forbes. There 
were rumours of a budding romance but nothing came of 
it. 

There was plenty of work around the farm as they kept 
many livestock: 20 or more horses with colts being raised 
every year; up to 20 cows milking with the cream 
separator to turn by.hand; calves to pail feed; and skim 
milk sometimes left over for the pigs and chickens. Each 
family cut its own firewood, so there would be a wood 
sawing "bee" at least once a year. The three women 
worked hard with the men to build this farm, in the fields 
stooking and also milking many cows, as well as cooking 
good meals. 

In their earlier years, outside entertainment for Mary, 
Margaret and Jessie would be school picnics or maybe the 
ball tournament at Rock Lake, but as they grew older 
they seldom left the farm. Mary and Jessie usually went 
to the local polls for voting which would be in Greenway, 
or in the case of municipal elections, at Grahams or 
Apperleys. Margaret hadn't left the farm for about 20 
years when she had to be hospitalized in Winnipeg in 
1947. During the drive to Winnipeg she noticed some 
square bales in the fields and, not knowing what they 
were observed that they were, "Queer looking 'stooks'." 

Since the Young sisters did not go out anywhere, 
visitors were most welcome at their home. An old Indian 
woman they called "Caroline", sometimes accompanied 
by a granddaughter, appeared almost regularly. Driving a 
team and wagon, she would pitch her tent or teepee out in 
the yard and come in for an enormous meal then leave in 
the morning, "after breakfast of course". Harry Ingram, 
the Watkin's man, was most welcome, too. Apart from 
the mail ordercatalogue.this was the only shopping the 
sisters did. Neighbours or relatives from Cypress River 
were treated royally when they appeared on a summer 
Sunday afternoon. 

One man the Young sisters held in a great deal of 
esteem was W.H. "Billy" Bray. Bill was a butcher by 
trade and could hang up a big steer completely dressed 
out in 20 minutes. He also had a great talent for treating 
any kind of livestock in a veterinary capacity. When the 
terrible sleeping sickness disease of horses swept the 
country in 1937-1938, Bill worked day and night for 
weeks throughout the country to help the stricken horses. 
He earned the undying gratitude of many, many farmers. 
This was in the years when the horses were still used 
extensively in field work. The sisters always called Billy 
Bray "Mr. Bray", even though he was many years their 
junior, and always spoke very highly of him. No one 
realized just how much they thought of him until during 
one of his visits to the farm Margaret asked him to view 
and prescribe for a painful boil she had on one leg. No 
one else had ever seen her ankle, let alone her leg. 

William died in 1928; Margaret in 1948; Jessie and 
Mary in 1955. 

Leslie Todd was born in 1890, and arrived in Greenway 
in 1906 with the Young family who had raised him since 
birth. He attended school in Greenway and then became 
a full time farmer. He was a councillor for ward six 
during the 1920's and early 1930's. He owned W 29-4-12 
for many years and sold it to Fred Levreault about 1961. 
When he quit the farm Leslie and his brother Tom lived 
in Winnipeg together. Ownership of 30-4-12 passed to 
Leslie Todd in 1955, and upon his death in 1962, to Beryl 
Bjornson (nee Todd). 

Thomas Baron Todd was born in 1888, and arrived at 
Greenway in 1906, working on the farm until his 
enlistment in the 45th Battalion Canadian Army in 
Brandon in 1914. He went overseas and was in some of 
the great battles in France. While convalescing in hospital 
at Stoke-on-Trent, England, in 1917, he met and married 
Florence Davies. Their daughter, Beryl Florence, was 
born in England in November, 1918, 16 days after the 
Armistice was signed. Tom was sent back to Canada and 
at the end of 1919, Florence and Beryl arrived on the liner 
"Tunisian" at St. John, N.B. Tom met them and they 
visited his sister Jessie at Lachute, P. Q. One must think 
of the courage of this woman; leaving her parents and 
brothers behind, going so far away, never to see her 
family again. Tom returned to the farm at Greenway in 
1919 and then moved to Prince George, B.C., about 
1921, where their son Stanley Thomas was born in May, 
1922. Tom then moved his family to California in 1922. 
Florence died in hospital at San Francisco in 1932, and in 
1935, Tom returned to the farm in Manitoba. He 
remained here working on the farm until his death at age 

721 



70 in 1958. 
Beryl Florence Todd came back to Manitoba with her 

father from Napa, Cal. in 1935. She attended Baldur 
High School for two years and then went on to business 
college in Winnipeg. She married Rurick Bjornson of 
Baldur in 1938 and farmed there for two years, living on 
SE 16-5-13. They moved to Winnipeg in 1940. Beryl and 
Rurick have two children: Gerald, born in July, 1940; 
and Linda (Mrs. Alan Cornell), born in 1943. Beryl was 
the owner of 30-4-12 from 1962 until 1979, when she sold 
it to Celeste Desrochers. Thus, this fine section of land 
was in the Young Todd family for 73 years. 

Ricky, Sandra, Debbie, Bunny and Stan, taken on Marcel and Debbie's 
wedding day in 1979. 
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Russell 

A BAG OF TOOLS FOR LIFE 

Isn't it strange 
That princes and kings 
And clowns that caper 
In sawdust rings, 
And common people 
Like you and me 
Are builders for eternity? 

Each is given a bag of tools, 
A shapeless mass 
A book of rules; 
And each must make, 
Ere life isflown, 
A stumbling-block 
Or a stepping stone. 

Stanley Thomas Todd came to the farm at Greenway 
with his father from California in 1935. He attended 
school at Zephyr and Baldur and joined the R.C.A.F. in 
1941. In 1942, he and Florence Olive (Bunny) Harmer 
were married. Following the war he returned to take up 
farming at Greenway. With the help of the Veterans 
Land Act he bought the SE of 8 and SW 9-5-13 in 1946. In 
1951, Stan and Bunny acquired NW 2-5-13 from Romeo 
Desrochers. They moved from the family farm, 30-4-12, 
to the village of Greenway in 1955. In 1967, they pur
chased S 2-5-13 from Bill Cornock and SE of 11 and SW 
12-5-13 from Perc Cornock and moved to the Cornock 
house on SE 2-5-13. They sold NW 2-5-13 to Brian 
Cornock in 1977. Stanley and Bunny had four children 
who all attended school in Greenway and Baldur and 
took part in 4-H and local sports. Richard Thomas 
(Ricky) was born in 1947. He married Gloria Kohut in 
1969, and they had one son, Bradley, born in 1970. He 
and his wife have since separated. Ricky has worked at 
home on the farm and also in Alberta and British 
Columbia as a welder. Sandra Lynne was born in 1948. 
She married Garth Lockerby in 1967, and they have two 
children: Tannys Lynne born in 1970, and Todd Linten 
born in 1973. They live in Neepawa where Garth is co
owner of Neepawa Tire Ltd. Russell John was born in 
1954. He was named after his great uncle Russell Todd 
and grandfather John Harmer. Russell worked on the 
farm and also as a truck driver. He attended Assiniboine 
Community College in Brandon and also earned his 
private pilot's license at Brandon Flying Club. He was 
killed in a tragic automobile accident in 1976. Debbie 
Ann Bertha was born in 1959. She was named after her 
aunt Anna Breault and grandmother Bertha Harmer. 
Following school in Baldur she took a hairdressing course 
in Winnipeg. In 1979, she married Marcel Robidoux. 
They live in and farm at Cypress River. 

SHIRT -WAIST MAN AND 
NET -WAIST GIRL 

The shirt-waist man and the net-waist girl 
Go hand in hand today 
And the people year after year keep on 
Throwing their clothes away 
The coat and the vest are tossed aside 
And where is the fleecy shawl? 
Our clothes get thinner and fewer - what 
Will be the end of it all? 
Oh! what will the shirt-waist man take next, 
From the things he has to wear. 
And what will the net-waist girl take off 
From the shoulders now half bare? 
The shirt-waist man and the net-waist girl 
Go rolicking down the way-
Have we started a style that is going to end 
With the old fig leaf some day? 

M.A. 



Grund Church, a typical scene in the rolling hills oj the R.M. oj Argyle. 
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St. James Roman Catholic Church, Baldur, 146 
St. Mark's Anglican Church, Baldur, 142-3 
St. Paul's Anglican Church, Neelin, 240 

W.A., 240 
Sampson, George, 622 

Walker and Florence, 623 
William and May, 622 

Satterthwaite, Edward and Margaret, 624 
Saunders, Joe, 624 
Save the Soil Club, 166 
Sawatsky, Henry and Susie, 624 
Schultz, Frank, 29, 124 

Frank and Margaret, 625 
Ivan, 49, 53, 124,626 
Lou and Ollie, 626 

Scott, Ivan and Rene, 628 
James and Barbara, 627 
Joseph and Maggie, 627 
Samuel,629 

Seaman, John, 629 
Secretary-Treasurers, Argyle, 115 
Seeley, John and Florence, 629 
Sexsmith, Ernest and Leona, 631 

John and Ellen, 630 
Thomas and Sarah, 631 

Sholdice, Norman and Marie, 632 
Shamrock Hutterite Colony, 56 
Sierens, Adolph and Irma, 633 
Sigmar, Sigmar and Gudrun, 633 
Sigurdson, Hannes, 635 

Herbert and Rose, 635 
Johannes, 636 
Krist jan and Johanna, 636 
Norman and Eila, 637 

Sigvaldason, Alli and Jonsie, 638 
Einar and Kristin, 637 
Tryggvi and Gudny, 637 

Simonarson, Simon and Valdis, 639 
Simmons, Gudmundur and Gudrun, 639 
Simpson, George and Annabella, 640 
Skaptason, Halli and Anna, 641 
Skardal, Christian and Una, 642 

Clemie,645 
Frank and Ethel, 644 
Norman and Donna, 643 
Magnus and Ingun, 642 
Sigurdur and Ingibjorg, 645 

Skjaldbreid Hall, 226-7 
Slater, William and Isabella, 646 
Smeaton, Thomas Wright and Leila, 647 
Smith, Charles and Belle, 648 

Fred and Florence, 648 
Leonard and Winnie, 649 

Snidal, Sigurjon, 650 
Snowdon, John and Elizabeth, 651 
Soldier Settlement Board, 44 
Snydal, Eyolfur and Karolina, 651 
Sorenson, Theodore, 653 
Stanford, Sydney and Elizabeth, 654 
Stark, William, 654 
Stefanson, Oli and Svava, 654 

Sigtrygur and Gudrun, 655 
Steintjes, Herman and Clara, 656 
Stemler, Peter and Fidelia, 656 
Stephen, George and Selena, 656 
Stephenson, Hugh and Bev, 657 
Stevens, Fred and Elizabeth, 657 
Stewart, George and Fanny, 658 
Stilwell, George and Jane, 658 



Stockyards, Greenway, 212 
Stone, Hudson and Leila, 660 
Stoner, George and Mary, 661 
Storie, Cliff and Iris, 662 
Storm, Gudjon and Inga, 663 
Strang, Bjossi, 664 

Harry and Jennie, 667 
Henry, 664 
James and Annie, 665 
Peter, 22, 23, 27 
Peter and Agnes, 664 

Stratford, Irvin and Martha, 668 
Sutherland, George and Emma, 668 
Sutton, Charlie and May, 664 
Sveinsson, Arni and Gudrun, 669 

Halldor and Ingibjorg, 671 
John and Veiga, 670 

Swainson, Ari, 673 
Thorsteinn and Kristin, 672 

Taylor, William Stuart, 117, 673 
Telephones, 35-36 
Templeton, James and Mary Jane, 674 
Tennis, 172 
Therrien, Gerald, 674 
Thordarson, Jon, 675 

Chris and Laura, 675 
Thorleifson, Allan and Thora, 675 
Thorsteinson, Helgi and Hildur, 677 

Thordur and Elisabet, 677 
Tiger Hills School District, 257-8 
Tisdale, William and Elizabeth, 678 
Todd, Leslie, 719 

Russel,719 
Stan and Bunny, 720 
Tom, 719 

Tosh, Morley, 679 
Transportation (1950-80),55 
Trinder, Jack, 680 
Trottier, Joe and Seraphine, 680 
Truelove, Jack, 681 
Turrell, George, 681 

United Church, Baldur, 135-40 
Glenora, 199 
Greenway, 210-11 
Neelin, 241 

United Church Women, Baldur, 137 
Greenway, 211 

Van Damme, Alphonse and Mary, 682 
Arthur and Jacqueline, 684 
Bazil and Simone, 683 
George and Irene, 683 
Gerard and Alice, 684 
John and Laurence, 682 
Maurice and Idaline, 685 
Walter and Simone, 683 

Van Den Bossche, Raymond and Angeline, 686 
Vassart, Joe and Leonie, 687 
Vermeersch, Homer and Esther, 688 

Joe and Florence, 687 
Verspeek, John and Betty, 689 
Verstraete, Marcel and Esther, 690 

Ronald and Valerie, 690 
Vickers, Andrew and Mary, 691 

Chris Sr. and Janet, 693 
Chris J r. and Nettie, 693 
John Dick and Frances, 694 
Tom and Mary, 691 
William, 692 

Victoria Stone Church, 120 

Waitt, Bruce and Emma, 695 
Llewellyn, 695 

Wakopa Line, 37, 243-244 

Walleyn, Jules and Malvena, 696 
Walterson, Bjorn and Kristin, 696 

Joe and Gudbjorg, 697 
Ward, Fred, 698 

James and Irene, 699 
James and Sarah, 698 

Warrener, Albert and Jane, 700 
Earl and Joan, 701 
Harry and Ivy, 700 

Waugh Family, 701 
W.C.T.U., 29, 40 
Webb, William and Isabella, 701 
Webber, Joe and Jenny, 701 
Weedmark, John and Betty, 702 
Welsh, Edward and Sophie, 703 
Welsh School District, 259-60 
"White Band", 40 
Wigton School District, 261-4 
Williamson, Robert, 704 

Robert and Sarah, 704 
Wilson, Harvey and Belle, 707 

Jim and Edith, 708 
John, 705 
Richard M., 708 
Samuel and Susan, 709 

Winram, Buzz and Etta, 709 
Withers, Charlie, 710 
Wolseley School District, 265-6 
Women's Auxiliary, St. Paul's, Neelin, 240 

Institute, Baldur, 170 
Missionary Society, 138 
Suffrage, 29, 39-40 

Woodworth, Amos and Aleda, 710 
World War I, 41-42 

Il,51-2 
Wray, Joe and Wat, 713 

Joseph and Eliza, 711 
Thomas, 712 

Wylie, Roy and Ruby, 713 
Wytinck, Camiel and Maria, 714 

Lawrence and Christine, 716 

Yaremchuk, Sam and Ollie, 716 
Yeo, Albert and Mary Ann, 716 

Douglas and Millie, 717 
Young, Andrew and Annie, 718 

Jessie, 720 
Margaret, 720 
Mary, 720 
Will and Edna, 719 

Young People's Society, Grund, 228 

Zephyr School District, 267-8 

731 








