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Foreword 

The Municipality of Rockwood, in its present 
size, was formed in 1880. As the one hundredth year 
of its existence approached, projects were planned to 
celebrate this most important event. One project - a 
hundred years of history - would pay tribute to the 
many who helped build and maintain the various 
communities within the municipality. 

Three members of the municipal council formed 
the planning committee: 

William Yule (Chairman), Ted Glucki and Law
rence Kiel. Catherine Thexton became the fourth 
member. At the first meeting, November, 1980, ten
tative plans materialized relative to the direction the 
history would take. It was decided to involve the 
residents of the municipality and invite them to tell 
the story. 

This was done by requesting histories from those 
who were well acquainted with the activities of, or 

lived near, such as a church or a school. Requests 
went out to the entire municipality for ideas, stories, 
pictures, and family histories. Residents were asked, 
also, to inform those who resided outside the district. 

On several occasions, a call went out for volun
teers to help edit the material. More than twenty 
people responded. The first editing committee meet
ing was held in the municipal building, March 17, 
1982, and before long this group of editors found 
themselves "as busy as bees". Wherever histories of 
churches or schools were absent, short histories were 
written to insure the inclusion of all. 

There may be omissions such as where former 
residents have lost contact with the district or where 
there are no longer surviving members or friends of a 
family. These omissions are regretted. 

Several hundred people contributed to the pub
lication of this history. Their combined dedicated 
effort made this project possible. 



-cation 

This history of the Municipality of Rockwood is 
dedicated to the pioneers who by their faith, deter
mination and progress made a rich and rewarding 
way of life in a new land. 
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atural and Cultural 
· tory Rockwood 

Natural History 
submitted by Leo. Pettipas 
Historic Resources Branch 

Between 20,000 and 11,000 B.C., the entire 
Province of Manitoba was buried beneath a massive 
sheet of glacial ice. As the glacier melted, huge 
volumes of water backed up against the ice, which 
blocked drainage to the north. This led to the forma
tion of glacial Lake Agassiz which inundated large 
portions of Manitoba from 12,000 to 5500 B.C. 
Since the Rockwood District is situated in the centre 
of the Agassiz Basin, it was one of the last areas of 
southern Manitoba to appear from beneath the waters 
of this once-vast lake. The implications are that it was 
inaccessible to human beings until around 6000 
B. c., when half of it was above water, and half was 
below, the Agassiz shoreline. This is indicated by the 
local occurrence of one of the major ancient 
strandlines of Lake Agassiz the so-called "Gimli 
Beach" - which dissects the area from south to 
north. By 5500 B.C. what is now the southern Inter
lake was entirely free of glacial meltwater. 

Botanists working in southern Manitoba have 
produced evidence for two major vegetative phases 
since 6000 B.C. The first phase, which lasted from 
roughl y 8000 to 2500 B. c., was characterized by 
prairie vegetation. Around 2500 B. C., the climate 
became wetter and cooler, and the area became semi
forested - in other words, a parkland. 

Both of these vegetation communities are capable 
of supporting large populations of animals, par
ticularly ungulates. The bones of prehistoric bison 
have been found as far north in the Interlake as 
Arborg; and elk, caribou, moose and mule deer were 
common residents of the general region during the 
earliest days of European contact. 

Cultural History 
Southern Manitoba, in general, has been oc

cupied by human beings since the end of the last Ice 
Age. For the sake of convenience, archaeologists 
have divided the full sequence into three major 

cultural periods, these being "Paleo (Old)-Indian" , 
"Meso (Middle)-Indian", and "Neo (New)-Indi-
an" . 

The Paleo-Indian people (10,000-5500 B.C.) 
were the first to enter southern Manitoba after the ice 
disappeared. Lake Agassiz was at its maximum when 
the Paleo-Indians frequented the region. As time 
went on and Lake Agassiz diminished in size, groups 
of Paleo-Indians moved off the high country of west
ern Manitoba and took up residence in areas vacated 
by the lake. Theoretically, Paleo-Indians could have 
been living in the southern Interlake during the final 
phases of Lake Agassiz. These people hunted big 
game animals, particularly a form of bison which is 
now extinct, and collected wild plants to supplement 
the diet. Their technology, basically stone-age in 
character, comprised mainly chipping techniques ca
pable of producing knives, scrapers, drills, awls and 
weapon points. They also possessed wood- and 
bone-working industries, and their clothing and shel
ter were made from animal skins. They were nomads 
who moved about in small groups, or "bands". 

The Meso-Indians (5500-500 B.C.) of southern 
Manitoba originated to the south and southwest of us 
in the High Plains and woodlands of the United 
States. Those from the Plains were likely forced out 
of their ancestral territories and into the Plains pe
ripheries by periodic drought. Like their pre
decessors, they were hunters of big game, but there is 
evidence that they also fished and hunted wildfowl. 
They were nomads who moved about in small groups 
in pursuit of their livelihood, and who based their 
technology on the chipping and griding of stone to 
produce spear, dart, and lance points, hide-scrapers, 
knives, drills, and axes. During the Meso-Indian 
period, native copper from Lake Superior was cold
hammered into a variety of tool types, particularly 
weapon points. Some archaeiogists also believe that 
the snowshoe, toboggan, and birchbark canoe made 
their appearance in the north during the Meso-Indian 
period - not because such objects of that antiquity 
have actually been found, but because it is difficult to 
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believe that people could have lived year-round in 
that environment without them. 

The culture of the Neo-Indians (500 B.C.-1700 
A.D.) contained several major advances over their 
predecessors. They possessed the bow and arrow in 
addition to the traditional lances, darts, and spears; 
they made pottery out of clay; and they buried the 
deceased beneath mounds of earth, often with con
siderable ceremonialism. Archaeological evidence 
suggests that some Neo-Indian people either traded 
widely or else moved into the province from consid
erable distances away. Neo-Indian sites in southern 
Manitoba have been found to contain "obsidian" (a 
natural glass of volcanic origin) from Wyoming, flint 
from western North Dakota, copper from the Great 
Lakes, "catlinite" or pipestone from Minnesota, and 
sea shell from the British Columbia coast and the 
Gulf of Mexico. At the same time, the Neo-Indians 
possessed many of the customs of the peoples who 
came before them. Thus, they were still hunters and 
fishermen who migrated around and about from 
place to place in the course of their annual cycle. 
They continued to make many of their tools from 
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stone, bone, and wood, dressed themselves in hide 
clothing, and fashioned their dwellings from animal 
skins and tree bark. 

Given the foregoing framework, one can readily 
suggest that the Interlake in general, and the Rock
wood District in particular, were occupied by pre
historic native people for a very long period of time. 
However, it can also be expected that certain places 
within the total area were more frequently visited 
than others. 

The southern Interlake comprises two main phys
iographic zones, these being the "Red River Till 
Plain" and the "Interlake Till Plain". Both of these 
are characterized by flat topography, interrupted 
mainly by low beach ridges deposited by glacial Lake 
Agassiz and by a local limestone ridge known as 
Stony Mountain. No major rivers flow through the 
district, although 3 bodies of water Norris and 
Crescent Lakes and Oak Hammock Marsh occupy 
various portions of the Municipality. In general, nat
ural drainage is imperfect. 

Relict beach ridges of former Glacial Lake 
Agassiz were attractive to prehistoric nomads for 



several reasons. First, their sandy and gravelly com
position permitted excessive internal drainage, ren
dering them among the driest places available during 
wet periods and hence, excellent camping areas for 
travellers. Likewise, their elevated aspects made 
them dry "islands" in otherwise perennially wet 
areas. Their linearity recommended them as natural 
trails or "highways" , and they were chosen as spots 
for interment of the deceased due to the loose, uncon
solidated nature of the beach deposits that made 
digging with simple bone and wood tools a com
paratively easy task. Those sections of beach ridge 
characterized by large numbers of sizeable cobbles 
served as logical sources of raw material for the 
production of stone tools - the mainstay of pre
historic technology in Manitoba. 

The lakes and marshes would have taken on spe
cial significance during the spring and fall, when 
they functioned as migration stops for waterfowl. 
Lakesides would also have served as favoured hunt
ing areas for big game, which would have frequented 
them in numbers for the water they provided. 

For all that, the southern Interlake would proba
bly have been perceived as a "hinterland" during the 
spring, summer and fall by most of the prehistoric 
peoples who occupied the general region. One must 
bear in mind that the area was surrounded on three 
sides by large rivers (the Red and Assiniboine) and 
lakes (Manitoba, Winnipeg) whose resource poten
tial was tremendous. Thus, even though wildfowl 
were seasonally abundant around Norris and Cres
cent Lakes and at Oak Hammock Marsh, they were 
even more so in places like the Netley and Delta 
Marshes, both of which are outside our area. Further
more, it was during the spring and fall that the fish 
were making their runs, and the Natives would have 
been concentrated at those times of the year along the 
major rivers flowing into Lake Winnipeg. Thus, at 
critical times of the year, when the southern Interlake 
would have had the most to offer, other adjacent areas 
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would have been equally, if not more, attractive to 
aboriginal peoples. 

The one major exception to the above state of 
affairs would have been during the winter months, at 
least during the Neo-Indian period when aspen 
groves were interspersed with grassland. Semi-for
ested country of this nature was prime wintering 
ground for the bison, which sought to escape the 
exposed conditions and icy blasts for the open prai
rie. Indian peoples of historical times (i.e., since the 
coming of the Europeans) who occupied both the 
grasslands and the adjacent Boreal Forest, converged 
on the parkland in winter to avail themselves of the 
increased numbers of animals. Thus, for many cen
turies, the region that included the southern Interlakt; 
would have comprised excellent wintering grounds 
for human groups coming from several directions. 
However, during the Paleo-Indian and Meso-Indian 
periods of 6000-2500 B.C., the southern Interlake 
probably had the most to offer during the warmer 
months, when the major vegetation type was grass
land and therefore when it formed part of the bison's 
summer range. Surface moisture was probably at a 
minimum over most of the area at this time, and 
hence the major campsites were probably located 
along the rivers and lakes to the east, west, and south. 
Under these circumstances, visits to the district 
would most likely have been made by small hunting 
parties whose base camps were elsewhere (i.e., out
side of the district). Furthermore, the Agassiz beach 
ridges would not have been as important as routes of 
travel, except perhaps during the early spring. We 
must bear in mind, however, that all of these sce
narios are speculative, as no extensive archaeologi
cal research has ever been carried out in Rockwood. 

Who were the prehistoric inhabitants of the 
southern Interlake? This is a question we may never· 
be able to answer; it would be incorrect to equate 
them with the historic tribes of the region the 
Assiniboines, Ojibwa, and Sioux all of whom 
were late-comers. 





Story of the .M. of 

Municipal Crest. 

Although it was many years before Rockwood 
became officially recognized, the high island of 
Stony Mountain called the "Snake Indian Hills" , in 
those days, was recognized as a refuge from flooding 
in the Red River Valley by the early traders as far 
back as 1776. In that year the Red River Valley was a 
lake several miles wide from Pembina to Lake Win
nipeg. Another major flood occured in 1826 when 
600 out of 1,500 Red River Settlers, evacuated to 
~tony Mountain on May 15th and camped there until 
June 12th waiting for the waters to recede. There are 
many stories told of the settling of what is now 
Rockwood. 

Cart Trail to the Interior 
Centuries of Nomadic wanderings by Indians 

eventually established well-defined paths. The high
er ridges were best suited for travelling. These paths 
conveyed trade goods, fur packs and war groups. The 
early explorers used these Indian paths and even
tually established well defined cart trails. 

The land surveys interrupted by the Red River 
Rebellion were resumed in 1872. Immigration in
creased the demand for surveyed land. The period 
between 1872 and 1885 represented the third major 
movement of settlers into Manitoba. 

The settlers arrived in Winnipeg by river boats 
and wagons. Ox-drawn Red River carts brought 
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ckwood 
these settlers north along established trade trails. The 
main trail north from Winnipeg into the interior was 
the·Faith Trail. Fourteen miles north of Winnipeg at 
Stony Mountain, the Faith trail turned northwest 
toward Shoal Lake. 

The settlers' first night on the prairie was spent at 
a permanent campsite along the northeast comer of 
Stony Mountain. A fire at the campsite burned con
tinually upon an elevated rock structure. This fire 
warmed the chilled, frightened and lonely souls of 
many settlers. Settlers learned of the dangers and 
hardships they must overcome to survive in the wil
derness. Travellers from Lower Fort Garry and St. 
Andrews depended on the fire as a guiding beacon 
while crossing the marsh. The history of Manitoba's 
birth, news from the North West and tales of the once 
great buffalo hunts were retold around this prairie 
campfire. 

A second trail known as the Whiskey Trail fol
lowed the high ridge north from the campsite. The 
vast endless marsh could be seen east of the trail. The 
settlers of Stonewall, Victoria, Balmoral, Inwood, 
Teulon and many northern districts used this trail 
when they arrived seeking homesteads. This trail 
became the major travel corridor for settlers and 
freighters travelling into the interior. 

The first recorded homestead of the area was at 
Stony Mountain when in 1861 James Isbister staked a 
claim on what was later to be known as NE 11-13-2E 
comprising of 150 acres. 

James Isbister in 1873 took an affidavit in part. 
(1) That in 1861 I went into possession of certain 

lands situated in what is now known as Stony Moun
tain. 

(2) That because of the hostility of the Indians I 
was afraid to locate upon the said land until 1870. 

The first homesteads were carefully selected near 
the trail. Districts were established and small com
munities eventually emerged. Victoria and Green
wood were among the first to be recognized along the 
west side. 

A definite settlement pattern emerged adjacent to 



the marsh. The Vincent family were the first to settle 
the western edge. Families purposely settled opposite 
sides of the bog because of family feuds in the old 
country. The bog served as a barrier between those 
living on opposite sides. 

The main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
unified eastern Canada to the great North West. This 
rail line brought the majority of settlers west. The 
original main line was surveyed from Selkirk across 
the bog. A 20-acre station site was reserved on NE Y4 
22-15-3E. A telegraph line was constructed across 
the bog preceding the railway. This telegraph line 
was called the McKenzie Line in honour of Prime 
Minister McKenzie. The cedar telegraph poles were 
visible until the late 1960's. The direction of the 
railway line changed after the 1878 federal election. 
The railway was constructed through Winnipeg and 
the proposed bog line abandoned. 

The cart trails leading north from Winnipeg 
provided excellent rail way beds. The Canadian Pacif
ic Railway constructed a branch line from Winnipeg 
to Stonewall. This line was extended north to Teulon 
in 1898. The railway provided transportation for the 
last large group of immigrants seeking homesteads. 
The majority of these prople were Scandinavian and 
Ukrainian. These settlers homesteaded the extreme 
northern sections of the municipality. 
The Birth of a Municipality 

Manitoba became a province in 1870, soon after 
in 1871 a general survey was begun. The first Princi
ple Meridian line running north and south was drawn 
near Headingly. This spot is marked by a cairn visible 
from # 1 Highway a short distance west of Head
ingley. The north-south line from this spot is the west 
boundary of the Rural Municipality of Rockwood. 

The land was divided into thirty-six section 
blocks called townships. Each section <fOmprising of 
640 acres or one mile square. These sections were 
subdivided into 160 acres or quarter sections. 

The first row of townships started on the Amer
ican boundary with the range either east or west of the 
principle meridian. 

Base lines were established every twenty-four 
miles north from the American border. The south 
boundary of Rockwood being the fourth base line. 
Every so many miles a correction line was estab
lished to allow for the curvature of the earth. A 
correction line is north of Township 14 in Rockwood. 

Between the sections 99 feet was kept for a road 
allowance. This was often referred to as section 37 to 
those that availed themselves to a free load of wood or 
hay from this land. Many think this does not belong 
to anyone but it belongs to the crown and admin
istered by the Municipality. 

On the north east corner of each section is a 
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mound with a marker on it with the section number, 
the township and the range east or west of the princi
pIe meridian. 

The first Municipality of Rockwood was formed 
in 1878 and was only six miles square, the legal being 
Township 13, Range 2 East of the 1st Principal Merid
ian. Order in Council passed April 17th, 1878 at 
Government House, Fort Garry, to be known as the 
Municipal Corporation of the Township of Rock
wood. In order to secure such a charter required a 
petition of at least two thirds of the male freeholders 
or householders in each of any two or more adjacent 
townships. In Rockwood at the time of petitioning, 
there were 40 freeholders or householders. Accord
ing to Order in Council, the first meeting to organize 
the new Municipal Corporation of Rockwood was 
ordered to be held on May 14th, 1878 at the Rock
wood Post Office located on NW 22-13-2E. At least 
two notices were to be posted. Elections were held 
one week after nomination. The first meeting of 
Council was held May 28th and consisted of five 
members. 

The first Municipal Council elected in Rockwood 
known as Little Rockwood consisted of Township 13, 
Range 2E. 

Council used the house of Donald McFarlane. 
The following were members: Thomas McFarlane, 
Frank Nelson, John McQuat, William McDougall, 
John Lillies. Thomas McFarlane was appointed 
Reeve. At this meeting, F. B. Robinson was appoint
ed Council's Auditor, and Robert Bell Reeve's Audi
tor. John W. Walker appointed clerk. 

This body carried on for two years until the larger 
Municipality of Rockwood was formed. On January 
19th, 1880 a petition to the government was made to 
enlarge the Municipality, requesting townships 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18, Ranges 1, 2 and the west 
half of 3 East. The boundaries were extended. Town
ship 12 was not included, and later township 18 was 
dropped. Enlargement was made effective by Order 
in Council on April 17, 1880 and the election for a 
greater Rockwood was held April 26, 1880. 

The election resulted in acclamations for the fol
lowing: Reeve James Drake, Councillors: Ward 1, 
David Lillies; Ward 2, A. McDonald, Ward 3, A. W. 
McClure, Ward 4, Wm. Vincent; Ward 5, H. D. 
Ferguson and Ward 6, G. U. White. 

The first by-law of the Rural Municipality of 
Rockwood was passed in the year of incorporation, 
1880, being a By-Law of the regulation of business. 
By-Law #2, passed May 15th, 1880 was a by-law to 
define the duties of the Treasurer in the Municipality. 
It was interesting to note that at that time, the trea
surer, before entering on his duty, had to give se
curity to the Council by bond to the amount of 



$6,000.00 and was paid $100.00 per month. Coun
cillors received $2.00 per day and mileage of 5 cents 
per mile. 

The oldest tax roll available is that of 1891. At that 
time there were approximately 1,098 tax payers. The 
roll was divided into school districts, approximately 
four districts in each ward. The roll had several 
columns on which details such as the number of 
acres, wooded or under cultivation, assessment of 
land and buildings, age of householder, number of 
persons in family (male, female, single, married) 
Religion, Vital statistics (Births and Deaths), number 
of animals (horses, mules, oxen, cows, pigs, sheep 
and bulls) and the statute labour was recorded. The 
assessment was approximately 6 mills and the assess
ment based on so much per animal and so much per 
acre of cleared or uncleared land. The number of 
days of statute labor (at $1.50 per day) to payoff the 
taxes were recorded. The first tax sale recorded was 
in 1891. 

Rockwood School district (1872) is recorded as 
being the 19th public school authorized in Manitoba, 
and it was the first authorized north of Winnipeg. 
School was open six months out of the year. 

It was interesting that between the year of 1880 
and 1930, according to the list of By-Laws of the 
Rural Municipality of Rockwood, there were fifteen 
school districts established and they were altered 
forty-five times. Council met in Rockwood School 
from 1880 to 1882. 

The first Municipal Building, known as the 
Rockwood Registry office was built in 1882 on the 
north west comer of what is now the junctions of 
P.T.H. 67 and 236. the limestone building, later used 
as the Electric Railway Station is still standing and is 
used as a residence at time of this printing. 

The present Municipal office was built in 1912 

First municipal building. 
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jointly by the Rural Municipality of Rockwood and 
the Town of Stonewall, and is still owned and oper
ated by these two corporations. 

MuniCipal Office Building. 

Public Works in Rockwood 
The first major Public Works projects in the Mu

nicipality was drainage. 
When settlement in Rockwood began certain 

areas had natural drainage. The eastern end of Town
ship 13 and 14 were drained by Wavy Creek. Bal
moral area had Janet Creek and Jack Fish Creek and 
Gunton area had Ross Creek, north and east of Teu
Ion had Netley Creek. The Rockwood Grassmere 
area was a flat basin and no natural drainage existed. 

In 1879 after the formation of 13-2E as a munic
ipality, council approached the Provincial Govern
ment for $200.00 to drain the east side of the 
township. 

The largest drainage project was draining of the 
bog. 

"The physical features of St. Andrew's Bog lim
ited drainage success. The numerous natural springs 
contributed a constant water supply. Poplar Springs, 
the largest, poured water twelve months of the year. 
Poplar Springs froze over once in the winter of 1882, 
the only known occurence. The natural spring near 
the bog provided Winnipeg residents with drinking 
water. The bog's water source was used as Win
nipeg's water source until the completion of the Shoal 
Lake line. Mr. Dave Swinton hauled water by water 
tank from Crystal Springs to BalmoraL The spring 
water was shipped by rail to Winnipeg where it was 
bottled, labelled as Crystal Springs water and sold to 
thirsty Winnipegers. 

Henry Yule Hind, geologist and naturalist, while 
on his 1857 Red River expedition, realized the agri
cultural potential of the marsh, ... the prairie often 
passed into what are locally termed swamps or mar
shes, but which are so susceptible to drainage, and 
conversion into the richest pasture lands, that they do 
not deserve the title which has been assigned to them. 



Surface drains were capable of draining limited 
amounts of water. 

1. G. Bird, Liberal member of the Legislature, 
introduced a Bill that was responsible for the even
tual drainage of S1. Andrew's Bog. This Bill was 
introduced for the benefit of his constituents. In 
1895, the provincial government, under Premier Nor
quay, passed the Land Drainage Act. This Act 
provided the creation of Draining Districts. The first 
drainage district in western Canada was established 
in 1896. This district was the vast marsh west of the 
Red River, St. Andrew's Bog. Financial support from 
the federal government was provided to the drainage 
project and work began on the Reclamation of St. 
Andrew's Bog in the winter of 1897. 

In the winter of 1897, a steam dredge was con
structed on the west side of the bog. This steam 
dredge, named the Mary Jane, was built on Jackfish 
Creek. The Mary Jane completed about five miles of 
channel toward Poplar Springs before it was aban
doned. An improved second steam dredge, named 
the "No Surrendor" was built the following year on 
Netley Creek. This dredge constructed many miles of 
ditches. These ditches carried water into the Red 
River via the Parks, Wavey and Netley Creeks. 

The early settlers supplemented their living dur
ing the winter by cutting and hauling wood for the No 
Surrendor's steam boilers. The wood was cut west of 
the bog and hauled to sites along the constructed 
drainage channel. The fate of St. Andrew's Bog had 
been determined; its waters slowly drained into the 
Red River. This hayland was used for many years as 
the main forage area for a good portion of Rock
wood's livestock. This land has been mostly culti
vated now with good crops of barley, rape and flax. 

The channels constructed by the steam dredge 
"No Surrendor" were redug in 1914, 1916, 1918 and 
1926-27. Modern technology had replaced the steam 
dredge. A gas-operated shovel completed the re
channeling. A survey map dated 1916 shows the only 
remaining water on the bog to be the Bedson Lakes. 

The drainage of S1. Andrew's Bog 36,000 acres 
was completed within a decade. Reclaimed marsh 
land was available for homesteading. A large tract of 
land was purchased by the American Land Comany. 
American families like the Croys and Simpsons were 
among these settlers who purchased Manitoba home
steads. This settlement period from the United States 
represented the fourth significant immigration 
period. Loyalty to their mother country remained 
with these settlers. Flags of two nations decorated 
many settlers' homes. 

In the late 1890's while Norquay was still in 
power he put another drain through West St. Paul, 
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Rosser and through the middle of l3-1E to the south 
of 14-lE. This was called The Grassmere Drain. 

Over the years this drain was badly neglected but 
during the thirties men with picks and shovels started 
a clean out, through a make work project sponsored 
by the government to help the unemployed. This 
didn't go very far before the depression ended. 

1962 was a very wet summer with heavy rains just 
before harvest and considerable crop was lost to 
flooding in West St. Paul, Rosser and Rockwood. At 
this time it was decided more drainage was required 
for this area and the following year reconstruction of 
the Grassmere Drain began. This was completed in 
the years to follow giving much needed reliefto West 
St. Paul, Rosser, the south end of Rockwood as well 
as part of Woodlands. 

Some natural drainage occured through "sink 
holes" where a crack in the rock allowed the water to 
run down to underground streams. The Municipality 
using this principle drilled "dry wells" in some low 
lying areas. With the apparent danger of pollution 
this practice was discontinued many years ago and all 
of the known wells have been sealed off. 

The re-construction and cleaning of drains is a 
regular Public Works project and a major part of each 
years budget is still dedicated to drainage in the 
various wards. 
Roads 

With the coming of the automobile in the early 
1900's the old wagon trails were no longer adequate 
and Public Works had to turn some of their attention 
to constructing and filling in low spots. This was 
accomplished with men, horses and slush scrapers. 
Even these dirt roads weren't too acceptable to the 
automobile as many low spots became real quag
mires. 

The nearest farmer would ~e called on to pull the 
cars out of these soft spots. The farmer was generally 
re-embursed a few dollars for his trouble. Those 
living along a fairly well travelled road were known 
to leave a team of horses harnessed twenty-four hours 
a day in the spring or in a wet period to accommodate 
the travellers. In fact some farmers were known to 
haul a few barrels of water at night just to guarantee 
their source of revenue didn't dry up. 

In July 1918 the Municipality purchased the first 
of this new type of road building equipment, a Ten 
Ton Waterous Double Cylinder Steam Road Roller, 
delivered on rail car at Stonewall, from the Waterous 
Engine Works, Brantford, Ontario for $3,400.00. A 
rock crusher to be driven by this steam roller was also 
purchased in 1918. 

The 1921 road machinery inventory lists a Twin 
City 60-90 gas tractor and two Adams leaning wheel 

. graders, eleven drag scrapers, seven wheel scrapers, 



The Waterous roller driving a stone crusher. 

Rockwood grading outfit, 1920. A. E. Pulfer, lead grader; W. Little, second grader; Fred Pulferon engine. Tractor: Minneapolis Steel 
and Machinery 60)( 90 H.P. Motor: 6 cylinder in line upright, coal oil or gasoline fuel, cylinder: 6Y" bore, 7Y2 stroke, R.P.M. 500-550, 
Oiling system: 19 leads, drip, Ignition: Magneto. 
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along with kitchen, dining and sleeping cabooses 
and a stable tent, for the road construction crews and 
their horses. The total value of all equipment and 
supplies was approximately $25,000.00. The 1980 
Public Works inventory is over $600,000.00. 

Gravelling of the roads started in the 1920's. This 
was done in the winter as most farmers had some 
extra time and wanted to pay their taxes by taking it 
out in labour. Ror.kwood was fortunate in having 
gravelpits situated every few miles and men with 

In the winter of 1926-27, forty-four teams, mostly four-horse 
outfits hauled gravel from the McAllister pit (6-13-2E) and 
gravelled road from Stonewall to Oak Point road. Gravel was 
loosened by dynamite which was stored in the pit in a tent with 
a stove to keep the dynamite from freezing. 

either two or four horse teams would arrive in the 
gravel pits before daylight all anxious to be first on 
the job in the morning. Gravel was loaded by hand 
into either two or three yard gravel boxes. Sometimes 
the frost would be so thick on the face of the pile 
dynamite would be used to loosen it. Several trips 
would be made each day depending on the length of 
the haul. 

The automobile and the horse and buggy co
existed for quite a number of years. The roads gradu
ally became built up and gravelled making it hard on 
horse and vehicle for travel. If there was enough 
space to one side of the gravel road a horse and buggy 
trail was used. These three tracks in the sod con
tinued until the 1940's when the horse and buggy 
became a thing of the past. At present the ditch or 
space at the side of the road has only one track, used 
by the dirt bikes. 

Rockwood roads were first maintained by four 
horses on a planer, this was tendered for each year. 
Work was done mostly by farmers in the district. 

The first of the so-called modem road mainte
nance machines was purchased in 1938, a Caterpillar 
112 road grader, though a far cry from todays two way 
radio and air conditioned equipment units, this ma
chine served the Municipality for many years. In 
1940 this machine was fitted with a snow plow and 
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John Harcus with the first Caterpillar Motor Grader, 1941. 

John Harcus and Ernie Campbell, working twelve 
hour shifts plowed all the roads in Rockwood as well 
as Government highway contracts to Arborg, Gimli 
and Winnipeg Beach and from Stony Mountain to 
Oak Point road. Wages were fifty cents per hour. 

John Harcus tells the rather ironic story about 
being called to Oak Hammock in the fall of 1939 to 
dig a ditch to allow water to flow from the main ditch 
back into the marsh to extinguish fires which had 
been burning for weeks in the peat moss. John says 
the smoke was so thick he had Jim Airth walk ahead 
of the machine to see that he did not drop into the four 
and five feet deep holes burnt in the ground. 

Many systems have been used to build roads over 
the years starting with slush scraper or fresnel and 
horses to leaning wheel graders, elevating grader, 
drag line and now the caterpillar and scraper. 

Opening snow blocked roads in Rockwood. 

As you can see by the pictures accompanying this 
article the Rockwood Public Works Department has 
come a long way in 100 years with the Department 
today being responsible for approximately 550 miles 
of municipal roads. 



One of Rockwood's three patrols. 

Fire Department 
The town of Stonewall purchased its first Fire 

equipment in 1907 but it wasn't until 1948 a new 
modem fire engine was bought. Rockwood relied on 
the towns fire equipment until 1959 when they 
bought a fire truck of their own. 

Rockwood now has three departments; One in 
conjunction with Stonewall; one in conjunction with 
Teulon and one in Stony Mountain. There are two 
trucks at each location with numerous well trained 
firemen. 
Agriculture 

Council was called upon to take care of many 
situations as they arose. For instance a by-law was 
passed in 1899 for regulating the passage of traction 
engines and threshing machines over highways and 
bridges. This was by-law No. 186. 

In the 30's a by-law was passed to have a herd law 
established in certain portions of the municipality. 
This was to stop running at large of any livestock. 
Pound keepers were appointed to handle any animals 
that were impounded. Council also provided seed 
grain for those who were unable to pay for it. 

When the grasshopper plague was on in the thir
ties the municipality set up bait stations where they 
would mix sawdust, bran and poison and make it 
available to farmers to spread on their head lands and 
wherever the grasshoppers were the worst. 

Crows became a problem also and council ad
ministered a bounty program whereby they would 
pay five cents for crows eggs and ten cents for crows 
legs. This program also worked for gophers and ten 
cents was paid for each gopher tail turned in. Later 
foxes were put on the same bounty list. As red foxes 
became a nuisance, five dollars was paid for each 
pair of fox ears. This started out by the party bringing 
just the ears to the office but it was soon found that 
foxes were running the area without ears so they 
eventually had to bring the carcass to the office and 
the secretary had the job of removing the ears. 

II 

Weed Board 
The Rockwood, Rosser, West St. Paul Weed Con

trol District was established on April 29th, 1966, 
under the provincial Department of Agriculture. 

The district also included the towns of Stonewall 
and Teulon and each municipality was represented on 
the board by one or more councillors. 

The first executive was John Whitehead, Chair
man; Vic Sinclair, vice-chairman with Wm. Elliot as 
Secretary. 

Lloyd Taplin was hired as weed supervisor and 
his job was to enforce the noxious Weed Act and also 
control the weeds on roadsides. He provided his own 
truck for the first number of years but in 1968 the 
Board purchased a new one ton truck and proper 
spray equipment. 

West St. Paul withdrew from the district in 1972. 
Their area was difficult to manage as small acreages 
resulted in a nightmare for any weed control measure 
to be successful. 

More new weeds are appearing each year with the 
movement of hay, also weed seeds blowing off trucks 
carrying grain on the roads. Keeping ahead of the 
weed problem in the district is a heavy task as the 
season for control is very limited and the miles of 
road to be sprayed and acreage to be inspected re
quire considerable time. 

Our Weed Supervisors have been Lloyd Taplin, 
Randy Dziadek (1 year), George Willis. 

Secretaries; Wm. Elliot; Don Cassels; Mrs. 
Cathie Slatcher. 

Health 
The Municipality became involved in the health 

of the area, as in March 1942 a vote was taken 
regarding a municipal Doctor and it was carried by a 
good majority. In 1949-50 a meeting was held with 
the Town of Stonewall regarding a hospital for the 
area. Both councils approved and a vote was held on 
October 20th, 1950 for an eight bed hospital. This 
passed and a committee consisting of councillors 
from the Town of Stonewall and Rockwood Council 
was formed. 

In 1975 an Ambulance program was made avail
able by the provincial government. At this time 
Stonewall and district, Teulon and district both ac
quired fully equiped ambulances which have proved 
a real asset to the communities. 

Library 
Libraries are a necessary. part of our education 

system. Rockwood joined with Stonewall and Rosser 
to establish a Library Board. The library being situ
ated in Stonewall with a book mobile travelling to out 
lying areas. All councils have representatives on this 
library board. 



Industry 
The first Industry in Rockwood was burning of 

lime. This started on a small scale on farms but soon 
turned into a thriving industry with quarries at Stony 
Mountain, Stonewall and Gunton. Lime burning has 
now ceased but crushing of limestone for aggregate is 
steadily expanding. 

In the early years Rockwood was also involved in 
establishing grist mills for the settlers. These even
tually gave way to the commerical operations in the 
larger centres. 

In 1960 Bristol Aero Space purchased a tract of 
land north of Stony Mountain and started manufac
turing the Black Brant rocket. This plant has been 
expanding ever since. 

Several years ago a fish hatchery was started on 
section NE IS-1S-3E. This was established by the 
Federal government to hatch fingerlings for supply
ing lakes in Manitoba. 

Planning 
Planning is possibly one of the most important 

functions of Councils today! Without effective plan
ning of todays assets and properties there will be 
nothing but chaos in the future. 

The Rural Municipality of Rockwood first be
came involved in effective Planning in 1962 when 
they passed their initial Planning and Zoning By
Law. 

In the late 70's the Planning Act was passed by 
the Government of Manitoba. The act sets the ma
chinery in motion to co-ordinate the various activities 
of departments and agencies involved in land use. 
The establishment of broad land use policies on such 
province-wide matters as agricultural land, shore
land and urban fringes will provide the framework 
within which local government can plan more effec
tively and with greater confidence than before. The 
Act makes it easier for municipalities that want some 
planning done, but which have very little change in 
land use taking place, to establish policies appropri
ate to their needs. 

The South Interlake Planning District was 
formed in January 1979, and was comprised initially 
of the Town of Stonewall, The Village of Teulon , and 
the Rural Municipality of Rockwood. 

In November 1980 the Rural Municipality of 
Rosser joined the South Interlake Planning District 
completing the District as it is today. 

The Planning District provides a mechanism for 
sharing ideas, solving and avoiding problems and 
dealing with such mutual concerns as the settlement 
pattern for an area, the relationship between rural and 
urban municipalities, preserving agricultural land, 
the conservation and protection of non-renewable 
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resources, all of which are matters of policy which 
affect and should include the entire area. 

Willingness to work together and commonality 
of planning interest are the two most important ingre
dients for a successful Planning District. It takes time 
to establish that these elements do exist. The ultimate 
goal of a Planning District is to create a better place in 
which to live. 

Our Municipality 
Think of oxen plodding homeward 
Think of how they turned the soil 
Think of hours, long and tiresome 
Work and sweat and tears and toil. 
Think of wives of pioneers, 
Working, toiling, side by side 
With the man they said they'd cherish 
When they were a blushing bride. 

Think of hailstorms, raging downward, 
Wiping crops and fond dreams out 
Think of rust and cursed "hoppers" 
Think of years when there was drought. 
Think of homesteads close together 
Think of sections, row on row 
Think of villages and churches 
That's how Rockwood came to grow. 

Think of one room country schools now 
Think of quarries in Stonewall 
Think of picnics in the school yard 
Think of youngsters playing ball. 
Think of war years, black and gloomy 
Watching our boys march away 
Think of those who never came back 
Freedom! - What a price we pay. 

Think of meadows, warm and fragrant, 
With the scent of new mown hay, 
Think of grain fields, tall and splendid. 
As the swather heads that way, 
Think of Holsteins moving homeward, 
With their gift of sweet warm milk 
Think of beef cows, think of piglets, 
Kittens, with their fur like silk. 

Think now of our prairie sunset 
Flaming in a western sky 
Think of partridges and game birds 
Think of geese as they wing by 
Think of deer and think of rabbits 
Think of all our woodland friends 
Think of how the Lord has blessed us 
Does his bounty ever end? 

Think of how this municipality 
Grew and prospered thru the years 
A century old and still progressing 
Well worth the labour, love and tears. 



Thank you God for those before us 
Not afraid to do their part 
Helping settle, this our homeland 
A country so dear to our heart. 

Donna C. Ward 

Seated are left to right: Leon Vandekerckhove, Ward 1; Don 
Bond, Reeve; Bill Yule, Ward 2. Back row: Lawrence Kiel, 
Ward 6; Ralph Campbell, Ward 5; Ted Glucki, Ward 3 and 
Albert Dellebuur, secretary-treasurer. Missing is Everett Carl
son, Ward 4. 

R.M. of Rockwood Council 
1878-1980 
Reeves (first) and Councillors 
1878 and 
1879 

1880 

1881-1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

- Thos. McFarlane, John McQuat, Wm. 
McDougall, Frank Nelson, John LilHes 
Thos. McFarlane, John Robinson, John 
McQuat, Wm. McDougall, John Lusted 

- James Drake, David Lillies, A. McDonald, 
A. W. McClure, Wm. Vincent, H. D. 
Ferguson, G. U. White 
John P. Matheson, John McQuat, John 
Montgomery, James Shaw, Ebenezer 
Sutherland, Wm. Andrew, Archibald Wood. 
Andrew R. Mitchell, John McQuat, Colin N. 
McLean, 1. H. McClure, E. Sutherland, 
Wm. Andrew, Archibald Wood. 

- Andrew R. Mitchell, 1. McQuat, Alex Irwin, 
James Shaw, James Grahame, Jos. Bradshaw, 
Archibald Wood. 
A. R. Mitchell, 1. McQuat, James Shaw, 
James Grahame, Wm. Andrew, Archibald 
Wood. 

- A. R. Mitchell, 1. McQuat, Colin H. 
McLean, James Shaw, James Grahame, Wm. 
Andrew, Archibald Woos!. 
A. R. Mitchell, 1. McQuat, C. H. McLean, 
John Siddons, Geo. Tocher, Wm. Andrew, 
Cy. Beckstead. 
Jas. M. Toombs, Alex Hickey, Geo. G. 
Graham, John Siddons, G. Tocker, Wm. 
Andrew, Wm. C. Ross. 

- 1. M. Toobms, Robt. Bell, G. G. Graham, 
Chas. Mollard, Geo. Tocher, Jas. Fraser, A. 
Miller. 

13 

1892 1. M. Toombs. Alex Williams, John 
Robinson, W. Inkster, G. Tocher, 1. C. 
Fraser, A. Miller. 

1893 - 1. M. Toombs, A. Williams, A. G. 
McKenzie. W. A. Inkster. 1. Little, 1. C. 
Fraser, A. Miller. 

1894 1. M. Toombs, A. Williams, A. G. 
McKenzie, W. A. Inkster, Geo. Vincent, W. 
E. Cook, A. Miller. 

1895 - 1. M. Toombs, A. Williams, A. G. 
McKenzie, 1. H. McClure, G. C. Vincent, 
W. Cook, Wm. McNeiL 

1896 1. M. Toombs, Thos. May. Jas. Walton, 1. H. 
McClure, Wm. Vincent, W. Cook, 1. 
Grahame. 

1897 1. M. Toombs, T. May, 1. Walton, 1. H. 
McClure, W. Vincent, N. McLeod, Jas. 
Grahame. 

1898 - A. R. Mitchell, Wm. Nesbitt, 1. Walton, 
Jacob Scott Jr., W. Vincent, Robt. F. 
Campbell, 1. Grahame. 

1889 A. R. Mitchell, W. Nesbitt, 1. Walton, 1. 
Scott Jr., W. Vincent, Ed. Mclvor, W. 
Andrew, 1. Grahame. 

1900 - A. R. Mitchell, Ab. Bell, Jas. Walton, Ed. 
McIvor, 1. Good, Jr .. W. Andrew, 1. 
Grahame. 

1901 A. R. Mitchell, A. Bell, 1. Walton, John E. 
Good, W. Andrew, 1. Grahame, Geo. H. 
Chatfield. 

1902 A. R. Mitchell, Robt. Sinclair, John D. 
Cameron, W. Andrew, 1. Grahame, G. H. 
Chatfield. 

1903 - Alex Polson, R. B. Sinclair, C. H. McLean, 
Thos. Murray, W. Andrew, W. Coupland, 1. 
Jeffrey. 

1904 A. Polson, R. B. Sinclair, C. H. McLean, 
Thos. Murray, Jas. Clarke, W. Coupland, 1. 
Jeffrey. 

1905-1906 - A. Polson, W. G. Livingstone, C. H. 
McLean, Richard Buck, Wm. N. Foulston, 
W. Coupland, 1. Jeffrey. 

1907 - A. Polson, Geo. Laing, A. S. Matheson, R. 
Buck, Tom King, W. Coupland, 1. Jeffrey. 

1908 A. Polson, A. S. Matheson, W. A. Inkster, 
Tom King, W. Coupland, Dmytro Genick, 
John Nykorchuk. 

1909 - A. Polson, A. S. Matheson, W. A. Inkster, 
T. King, W. Coupland, A. 1. 
Nykorchuk. 

1910 - A. Polson, Chas. Henderson, C. H. 
McLean, 1. Good, T. King, W. Coupland, A. 
Laski. 

1911 A. Polson, C. Henderson, C. H. McLean, 1. 
Good, W. D. Jefferson, 1. Jeffrey, A. Laski. 

1912 - A. Polson and John Polson, C. Henderson, 
C. H. McLean, 1. Good, W. 1. Jefferson, 1. 
Jeffrey, Mike Mandzuk. 

1913 E. R. Sutherland, C. Henderson, C. H. 
McLean,1. Good, W. D. Jefferson, T. 1. 
Jeffrey, M. Mandzuk. 

1914-1915 - E. R. Sutherland, W. H. French, S. Walker, 
1. Good, W. D. Jefferson, 1. Jeffrey, Ben 
Hanson. 

1916 - E. R. Sutherland, W. H. French, 1. A. 
McDonald, 1. Good, W. D. Jefferson, 1. T. 
Jeffrey, M. 1. Drohomereski. 

1917 1. H. Slater,W. H. French, 1. A. McDonald, 



Jas. Pulfer, W. D. Jefferson, Wm. Heale, M. 
1. Drohomereski. 

1918 1. H. Slater, W. H. Freneh, 1. D. Cameron. 1. 
Pulfer, W. D. Jefferson. W. Heale, Alex 
Bodnaruk. 

1919 - 1. Good. W. H. French, 1. D. Cameron. 1. 
Pulfer, W. D. Jefferson, W. Heale, A. 
Bodnaruk. 

1920 W. H. French, R. P. Lillies, 1. G. Paterson, 
Jas. Pulfer, Donald Gunn. Wm. Heale. O. 
Helander. 

1921 - Geo. Wallace. R. P. Lillies. 1. G. P'dterson. 1. 
Sinclair, D. Gunn. Chas. Thompson, 0. 
Helander. 

1922 Geo. Wallace to June, Ed Power to Dec. R. 
P. Lillies. P. S. Murrell. J. Sinclair. D. 
Gunn. Chas. Thompson, O. Helander. 

1923 Edward Power. R. P. Lillies. P. S. Murrell. 1. 
Shaw. Ellwood Fraser, W. 1. Campbell. Otto 
Helander. 

1924-1925 - E. Power, R. P. Lillies. P. S. MurrelL 1. 
Shaw. E. Fraser. W. 1. Campbell, 1. 
Nykorchuk. 

1926-1927 E. Power, W. H. French, 1. A. McDonald, J. 
Shaw, E. Fraser, W. Campbell, J. 
Nykorchuk. 

1928 - E. Power, W. H. French, 1. A. MeDonald, 1. 
Shaw, E. Fraser, W. Campbell, Gustave 
Gullickson. 

1929 E.Power, W. H. French, 1. A. MeDonald, 1. 
Shaw, R. 1. C. Skinkle, W. J. Campbell, G. 
Gullickson. 

1930 - E. Power, W. H. French, Ben Lewis, 1. 
Shaw, R. 1. C. Skinkle, W. 1. Campbell, S. 
Knihnicke. 

1931 - E. Power, W. H. French, B. Lewis, J. A. 
Vincent, R. W. Sargent, W. 1. Campbell, S. 
Knihnicke. 

1932 B. E. Lewis, W. H. French. A. E. Clarke, 1. 
A. Vincent, R. W. Sargent, W. J. Campbell. 
0. Helander. 

1933-1937 - B. E. Lewis, W. H. French, A.E. Clarke, 1. 
W. Good, R. A. Quickfall, W. 1. Campbell, 
O. Helander. 

1938-1939 A. E. Clarke, W. H. French, W. 1. Stewart, 
1. W. Good, R. 1. C. Skinkle, B. Hanson, 
Wm. Persoage. 

1940-1941 - A. E. Clarke. W. H. French, W. 1. Stewart, 
1. W. Good, R. A. Quiekfall, B. Hanson, W. 
Persoage. 

1942-1945 - W. 1. Campbell, W. H. French, W. 1. 
Stewart, 1. W. Good, R. A. Quickfall, B. 
Hanson, S. Knihnicke. 

1946 1. W. Good, E. R. R. Mills, W. 1. Stewart, 1. 
Inkster. R. A. Quickfall. B. Hanson, W. 
Persoage. 

1947 - 1. W. Good. E. R. R. Mills, 1. Inkster, 
Andrew Jeffrey, A. Cook, W. Persoage 
(three-quarters). 

1948 R. A. Quickfall, E. R. R. Mills, W. 1. 
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Stewart,1. Inkster, A. Jeffrey, A. Cook, S. 
Knihnicke. 

1949-1950 R. A. Quickfall, E. R. R. Mills, W. 1. 
Stewart, J. W. Lindsay, T. V. Sinclair, A. 
Cook, S. Knihnicke. 

1951 - R. A. Quickfall, E. R. R. Mills, W. 1. 
Stewart, J. W. Lindsay, T. V. Sinclair, Grant 
Bond, S. Knihnicke. 

1952-1953 - 1. D. Campbell, E. R. R. Mills, W. 1. 
Stewart, 1. W. Lindsay, T. V. Sinclair, G. 
Bond, Wm. Persoage. 

1954-1955 L. G. Fines, E. R. R. Mills, W. 1. Stewart, 1. 
W. Lindsay, T. V. Sinclair, G. Bond, W. 
Persoage. 

1956 - L. G. Fines, Leon Vandekerckhove, W. 1. 
Stewart, 1. W. Lindsay, T. V. Sinclair, G. 
Bond, W. Persoage. 

1957 L. G. Fines, L. Vandekerckhove, W. 1. 
Stewart, Jack Verbrugge, T. V. Sinclair, W. 1. 
Griffin Jr. 

1958 - L. G. Fines, L. Vandekerckhove, W. 1. 
Stewart. 1. Verbrugge, T. V. Sinclair, G. 
Bond, W. Persoage. 

1959-1960 - L. G. Fines, L. Vandekerckhove, W. 1. 
Stewart, 1. Verbrugge, T. V. Sinclair, W. 1. 
Griffin, Jr., W. 1. Persoage. 

1960 L. Fines, L. Vandekerckhove, W. Stewart, 1. 
Verbrugge, V. Sinclair, W. Griffin, W. 
Persoage. 

1961-1968 - L. Fines, L. Vandekerckhove. 1. Harcus, 1. 
Verbrugge, V. Sinclair, W. Griffin, W. 
Persoage. 

1969-1973 L. Fines, L. Vandekerckhove, 1. Harcus, 1. 
Verbrugge, V. Sinclair, R. Campbell, W. 
Persoage. 

1974 - L. Fines, 1. Vandekerckhove, 1. Harcus, 1. 
Verbrugge, V. Sinclair, R. Campbell, W. 
Persoage. 

1975 L. Fines, 1. Vandekerckhove, J. Harcus, 1. 
Verbrugge, M. Biloki, R. Campbell, W. 
Persoage. 

1976-1977 Ralph Campbell, 1. Vandekerckhove, W. 
Yule, 1. Verbrugge, M. BUoki, D. Ross, W. 
Persoage. 

1978 - Don Bond, 1. Vandekerckhove, W. Yule, T. 
Glucki. M. Biloki, R. Hoey, W. Persoage. 

1979 Don Bond. 1. Vandekerckhove, W. Yule, T. 
Glucki, E. Carlson. R. Hoey, W. Persoage. 

1980 Don Bond, L. Vandekerckhove, W. Yule, T. 
Glucki, E. Carlson, R. Campbell, L. Kie!. 

Municipal Clerks of Rockwood 

Thomas McFarlane 
1. W. Walker 
Thomas Frankland 
V. W. McFarlane 
Etta M. Blinco 
B. T. Dawson 
A!. Dellebuur 

1879-1881 
1881-1903 
1904-1925 (died August 4) 
1925-1939 (to April 15) 
1939-1974 
1974-



Area Histories 
Stony Mountain 
submitted by Anne Taylor 

The study of the many towns and villages in 
Manitoba is a fascinating one. Digging down to their 
beginnings unearths history that has either not been 
recorded or is in that grey area soon to be forgotten 
hearsay. 

Manitoba has such a diversity of terrain that the 
towns have many different settings. They can be 
found in valleys, or hills, near lakes and rivers, in 
sandy almost desert-type areas and where there are 
lakes and bogs. 

Stony Mountain was one of the earliest settle
ments and is probably one of the most interesting, 
both from an historical point of view as well as the 
quality of the people who settled there. 

The area is comprised of a rise of land about two 
miles across that rises to a height of over sixty feet. 
There are three hills in the shape of a horseshoe that 
are believed to be lime deposits heaved up by the 
receding glaciers. 

During the terrible flood of 1852 the Red River 
overflowed its banks for miles from the United States 
to Lake Winnipeg. These settlers had to flee to higher 
land at Stony Mountain where they huddled on the 
prairie without food or shelter. 

Rev. John Black, who was the minister at the little 
First Presbyterian Church on the Red in the vicinity 
of Lockport, did everything in his power to help. By 
going from group to group comforting and getting 
what help he could, he won the gratitude of the 
people. 

Later four young grateful men, Angus, Donald 
and William Polson and Alex Matheson chiselled the 
initials lB. on a small glacial bbulder in the field. 
Much later in 1927 when the John Black United 
Church was built in East Kildonan, a Mrs. Field, who 
owned the property where the boulder lay, donated it 
as a cornerstone. In 1956 when the new addition was 
built, the stone was built into the north wall of the 
narthex, and a large oil painting of John Black was 
hung above it. 
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The Building of the Penitentiary 
During the Wolseley Expedition of 1870, the 

captured prisoners were kept at Lower Fort Garry 
with Col. Samuel Bedson in charge of them. 

In 1872 the Federal Government authorized the 
building of a penitentiary in Manitoba. John C. 
Schultz, a member of the Federal Government, a 
deputy of the Department of Justice, and Col. Sam
uel Bedson were to locate the site of the building. 
Standing on the brow of the west hill Col. Bedson 
said to the others with him "This is the place for the 
penitentiary" . 

On August 20, 1873, by Order-in-Council the 
land was expropriated "for the purpose of a penitenti
ary to be built at Stony Mountain" . 

Morrison and Barclay of Guelph, Ontario, were 
given the contract for the construction at a price of 
$116,000.00 but extras brought the cost to $125,-
000.00. Building of the penitentiary began in 1874. 
Stone from the north hill was used in the building. 
The bricks were made from local clay and "burnt" 
by the brick-makers using a machine for the purpose. 

Brick was also used in construction of the peni
tentiary chapels, laundry, Warden's residence, and 
the homes of twenty families. The complete set of 
buildings was not completed until 1885. 

On February 2, 1877, the Stony Mountain peni
tentiary was occupied by the staff and inmates who 
had been confined at Lower Fort Garry. Col. Samuel 
Bedson was the first Warden. He was a remarkable 
man who had many innovative ideas to put Stony 
Mountain on the map. Government officials, busi
ness men and their wives, as well as settlers, enjoyed 
the hospitality of the Bedsons. 
Opening of the Penitentiary 

The formal opening of the Manitoba Penitentiary 
took place on August 15, 1877 when Lord and Lady 
Dufferin visited Stony Mountain. His Lordship was 
the Governor-General of Canada, and was the first 
one to visit Manitoba. 

They arrived at St. Paul, Minnesota, on a train 
pulled by a steam engine called the Countess of 



Dufferin. The party came down the Red River by 
steamboat; then driven to Rockwood where they 
were met by a large group of settlers. The rest of the 
journey was made in a Red River cart drawn by forty 
oxen hitched tandem-fashion to the cart. The driver 
was a local youth wearing a gaily ribboned cap. In 
lieu of a non-existent band the procession was lead by 
a violinist by the name of Fred Genthon who played 
"The Irish Washerwoman" and "La Marseillaise" . 

The party was greeted at Stony Mountain by 
Lieutenant-Governor Alex Mills, Mr. W. F. Luxton 
editor of the Free Press as well as members for 
Rockwood, gave the address and little Eleanor Isbis
ter presented a bouquet of wild flowers. 

There was a decorated wheelbarrow full of gravel 
at the side of the road. Lady Dufferin shovelled part 
of the gravel on to the road, then tipped the wheelbar
row and the remaining gravel rolled out. This was the 
beginning of a gravel road to Winnipeg. 

A program of outdoor sports had been arranged. 
Probably the most memorable was the quarter-mile 
race in which the men rode oxen. 

The vice-regal party and other dignitaries were 
given a reception in the prison where they were 
received by the Warden Col. Bedson, and Mrs. Bed
son. The settlers who had brought lunch and a fair 
amount of "mountain dew" enjoyed a picnic on the 
prairie. In the evening there was a display of fire
works which ended in a downpour of rain. The vice
regal party were guests of the Bedsons for the night. 
The next morning they drove off in their carriage 
amid a 17 gun salute. Thus ended an historical event 
for Stony Mountain and Rockwood. 

A few years later a large three-storey home was 
built as the Warden's residence. Houses were also 
built for the doctor, minister, and guards. A Dr. 
Roderick McDonald was brought in from the east to 
be the medical attendant at the Penitentiary. The 
villagers had to depend on the doctor at Stonewall. 
Rev. 1. W. Goulding was the minister for the Peniten
tiary while the settlers had their own clergy. These 
houses stood in a row on the south side and were quite 
a landmark. If you were driving along the road at 
dusk they gave the illusion of hanging in mid-air. 
These houses have now been demolished. 

The Village 
It was on the north hill that the charming little 

town of Stony Mountain had its beginning. There 
was a well-wooded area with many wild flowers and 
wonderful view from the top of the hill. 

Stony Mountain got its first Post Office in 1880. 
Previous to this the mail was brought from Fort Garry 
P.o. along the Red River to Middlechurch, and then 
across the prairie trail which ran over the centre of the 
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hill from which Stony Mountain got its name, to the 
Robinson farm north west of the hill. 

For many years the post office was in Andrew 
Lindsay's store. A daughter, Mrs. Morgan, who lives 
in Winnipeg, shares her memories of growing up 
there. 

Her Aunt Emma was postmistress at the store. 
For some time the pay-rolls for both the penitentiary 
and the quarry were kept in a vault in the store. Mr. 
Lindsay would go to Winnipeg for the supplies and to 
pick up the pay roll from the bank. He would hide the 
money in sacks of flour and other supplies and drive 
back home. He was allowed to carry a pistol which he 
kept in a little bag close by. 

One of the early enterprises of Stony Mountain 
was the opening of the quarries. John Gunn was the 
manager for a number of years until he sold to the 
City of Winnipeg in 1905. At this time the members 
of the Kelpin family became managers. 

When Andrew Gillis came home from the North
West Rebellion in 1886 he built a hotel on Main 
Street. It was called "The Wimbledon House" and 
was of special benefit to the settlers as a halfway 
house where they cold stay when passing on their 
way to the settlements to the north. It burned down in 
1958. 

The Winnipeg Electric Company was already 
running street cars to Selkirk and was persuaded to 
build a line that followed the Selkirk track as far as 
Miller's Crossing and then angled across the prairie 
to Stony Mountain and on to Stonewall. This service 
began in 1914. It was used for both freight and pas
sengers. The road bed was very uneven and a ride on 
the street car was a swaying experience. Sidings were 
named after residents of the district. Leaving Stony 
Mountain for Stonewall you would pass French, 
Wieneke, Bennet, Dawson and Storey. The company 
rendered excellent services for many years until it 
gave way to bus service. 

When discussing the history of Stony Mountain 
the names of many old-timers crop up - Isbister, 
Vincent, Matheson, French, Gustafson, Lindsay, 
Stethem, Dawson, Morgan, Bennet, Sigurdson, 
Cameron and many, many more. It was the courage 
and foresight of these early settlers that has made 
Stony Mountain what it is today. 

Some will recall the snake pit outside the west 
wall of the penitentiary. Col. Benson organized a 
rifle club and the penitentiary staff practised shooting 
here. 

For many years there was a good program of 
sports at the penitentiary. A drama club called "The 
Penthouse Players" won awards at festivals both na
tionally and provincially. 

The village has seen many changes over the 



years. New buildings have been erected - school, 
post office, curling rink and United Church. Many 
beautiful homes have been built and the residents 
commute to Winnipeg to their employment. 

The rules and regulations at the penitentiary have 
changed greatly. Outside the east wall is a building 
known as Minimum Security. These trusties are al
lowed to live outside the prison. They belong to the 
Rockwood Institute and work on the prison farms. 

Many of the houses and the reserve have been 
tom down. Most of the staff live in the area outside 
the reserve or commute to and from Winnipeg. Peo
ple from the John Howard and Elizabeth Fry Society 
visit regularly from their headquarters in Winnipeg. 

To many former residents both here and away 
who call Stony Mountain "home" this account of 
their old home town will bring back some nostalgia. 
Their hearts will be back where in spring the cro
cuses, yellow lady slippers and orange cowslips used 
to grow near the C.P.R. depot. Later there would be 
wild roses, tiger lilies, blue gentians, black-eyed 
susans and patches of wild strawberries. 

The depot is no longer there and most of the 
flowers are gone. Now a four-lane highway passes 
west of the railway track and avoids the dangerous 
curves north and west of Stony Mountain. 

As you drive into the village you will find it as 
charming as ever in its secluded spot on the north 
hill. There are many new homes and off to the east in 
the area called "the Oaks" you will see the Memorial 
Monument. The rock cut on the north side of the hill 
is now a ski lift. There is also a man-made lake and 
picnic tables nearby. In the fall of the year you might 
be tempted to climb the hill to see if the sumac, so 
prized for winter bouquets, is still growing there. 

On the west side of the flat area a newer settle
ment may be found with many new homes and land
scaped yards. With the help of the enthusiastic 
villagers Stony Mountain has the atmosphere of a 
delightful tourist spot. 

From the top of the village you get a wonderful 
view of the countryside. Looking to the south and 
east can be seen the farming district of Lilyfield. To 
the north is the Victoria area and to the east is St. 
Andrews stretching to Lower Fort Garry and Selkirk 
on the Red River. 

The Early Pioneers of Rockwood 
as told by John Limes, the Sold Survivor of the 
Early Settlers, and written by Oscar Limes 
published in the Stonewall Argus, May 2, 1945. 

After reading and enjoying the very excellent 
article published in The Argus recently, relative to 
the early settlers of Balmoral and district, and 
prompted by the suggestion of myoid school-mate, 
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T. C. Lusted, of Regina, and also requests from other 
sources, that someone write an account of the early 
settlers of Rockwood, Stonewall, and vicinity, with 
some reluctance of my ability to do full justice to the 
issue, I have finally decided to submit this contribu
tion. 

Born and raised in the district, I have a clear 
recollection as to people, various enterprises and 
conditions generally, dating back to the middle 
eighties, the horse and buggy days, the days of the 
bicycle craze, and the period now termed "the gay 
nineties" . 

Taking heed of the suggestion of Mr. Lusted 
(Tommy), that Jack Lillies should have a fund of 
information relative to the pioneers of Rockwood, I 
called on "Uncle Jack", as he is familiarly known, 
not only to his relatives, but friends and neighbors 
alike, that I might follow the career of Rockwood 
since the days it was in swaddling clothes. 

Although in his 94th year, and now the only 
surviving member of the original Rockwood home
steaders, he is still remarkably active, both mentally 
and physically. He was engaged in tuning up the 
fanning mill in preparation of the spring seed clean
ing (his 71st crop). That job completed, we retired to 
the house, and I stated my mission. 

The old gentleman's face lit up, and even before 
his pipe was fully loaded he was away back in the 
early seventies. When he got his pipe functioning to 
his satisfaction, he settled back in his easy chair, and 
the story of the pioner days was well underway. 

But, first a few words about "Uncle Jack", as 
related by himself. 

Of Irish parentage, he was born in Wellington 
County, near Elora, Ontario. As quite a young man 
he arrived at Fort Garry (now Winnipeg), a mere 
hamlet at the junction of the Assiniboine and Red 
rivers, in the early summer of 1873. A lasting memo
ry of his arrival was the many Indians in their pic
turesque garb, the numerous ox-drawn Red River 
carts, the hordes of mosquitoes, and the stickiness of 
the Fort Garry mud. His brothers, James and George, 
had preceded him to the West, James with the 
Wolseley expedition in 1870, and George in 1872. 

His brothers, David and Phillip, arrived in the 
years 1874 and 1876, respectively, followed by his 
parents and four sisters, in 1877. 

His trip from the East proved quite interesting, as 
compared with the present-day means of transporta
tion, and entailed a journey of some weeks. Leaving 
Guelph he went by rail to Collingwood, then to Fort 
William by boat. Here he experienced several days 
delay, as there was no steamer available for the next 
leg of the journey. Finally, he and other passengers 
bound for the West took passage aboard the Francis 
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Smith for Duluth. They encountered ice enroute, 
which caused a further delay. From Duluth to Moor
head was made by rail. From there to Fort Garry one 
had the choice of going by stage coach a distance 
of 300 miles - or by steamer, down the Red River. 
Having secured ajob aboard the steamer, as cook, he 
chose the steamer route, although he admitted his 
experience at cooking was very limited. 

The boilers on the boat were fired with wood, and 
as the carrying space for fuel was very limited, pas
sengers and crew alike disembarked at regular inter
vals to replenish the supply. However, after a long 
and tedious journey, they finally reached their desti
nation, and even yet, he remarked, with a smile, I 
wonder if the jubilant spirits the passengers exhibited 
on reaching Fort Garry, was in any way associated 
with their termination of my efforts at the culinary 
art. His experience en-route was typical of all that 
made the journey East to West before the days of the 
railroad. 

Securing a job with a survey party in the Lake of 
the Woods district he spent the summer there. On 
returning to Fort Garry in the fall he learned that the 
survey of Rockwood had been completed, and the 
land was thrown open for homesteading. 

On arrival here, a good portion of the land, more 
especially the East side, or prairie land, had been 
taken up. However, he made application, and secured 
the N. W Y2 of 20-13-2E., where he still resides with 
one daughter, Mary, at home; and his eldest son, 
Claude, and another daughter, Mrs. A. Burnside, on 
the farms adjoining. 

Other work he participated in was the building of 
Stony Mountain penitentiary, the construction of the 
C.P.R. from Rat Portage (Kenora) to Winnipeg, also 
in the transport service during the North-West Re
bellion of 1885. 

Among the very early settlers, some as bachelor 
homesteaders, others as head of families, were: East 
side Wm. McDougald, Geo. Wardner, Capt. Col
quhoun, John Bishop, Wm. Nesbitt, the Gardiners, 
Chas. Mahon, the Robinsons, also the family of 
Chas. Mollard (late of the Balmoral district); in the 
Southern portion: Francis Neilson, the Carters, 
Robert Sproule, the Robt. Bell family, James Lillies, 
Isaac Riley, George Laing, John Simpson, and Alex 
Hickey on the ridge, a landmark of the early days, 
and still referred to as "Hickey's Ridge". In the 
North were to be found such old timers as "Sandy" 
George and John Williams, Thomas Lusted, 1. W. 
Walker, and his three sons, George, James and John, 
Thomas and Joseph Robinson, and Thomas Hart. 

While the central and West side were occupied by 
Thomas McFarlane, John, David and Phillip Lillies, 
Thos. May, the several families of Goods (Edward, 
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James and Robert), and the family of John Good, that 
settled in the Victoria district, where they have been 
well and favorably known, down through the years. 
His son, John E., served on the Municipal Council 
for many years, both in the capacity of Councillor 
and Reeve, and still active in farming operations. 
Henry also farms in the district. 

Of the host of early homesteaders, Jack Lillies is 
the only survivor. We might mention, however, that 
Mrs. 1. G. Wardner, of Provost, Alta., and Mrs. M. 1. 
LUlies, of Lake Francis, are among those who shared 
in the early life of Rockwood. 

One of the descendants on the original home
steads is Ed. Taylor; and Frank Bell, Ed. Hickey and 
sons still farm the Hickey homestead. 

Sons of some of the pioneers that farmed in the 
district for upwards of 50 years or more, are: Alex, 
Fred (now deceased), and Albert Bell, now of Win
nipeg; John, George, Andrew and William Taylor; 
William and George but recently deceased. 

Thomas and William Harcus learned the art of 
cracking a bull whip many years ago, and have 
experienced all the thrills from the days of ox farming 
down to the advent of the present-day power equip
ment. 

Bob and Herb. Laing are still carrying on, and 
making good success. 

George Crookshanks farms the original Thomas 
Lusted homestead, purchased by his father, the late 
John Crookshanks, some 50 years ago. 

Hector McFarlane also maintains interest in the 
district, and when his duties with the Winnipeg Free 
Press will permit, his favorite pastime is slopping the 
hogs on his farm, occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 1. 1. 
Matheson. 

The writer not pretending to have a strangle hold 
on old age can, nevertheless, boast of having spent 
47 summers on the same chip yard (winters in
cluded). 

In order to fully appreciate the experiences of the 
early settlers we must remember that on their arrival 
here they stepped into isolation. There were no mar
ket places nearer than Fort Garry, some 20 miles 
away; no roads or means of transportation, other than 
by ox team, and that for the most part in the summer 
time almost impassible on account of the many 
sloughs and coulees encountered, and for the most 
part, this journey was made on foot to secure the 
necessities of life, and the narrator of the earlier 
events informs me that this even included the carry
ing of their flour in some cases, and it was not 
unusual for a homesteader to strap his plow irons on 
his back and carry them to Fort Garry to have them 
sharpened. 

Then there were the houses to be built, as all 



lumber came to Fort Garry by way of the river route 
from the South. It was a very scarce commodity, so 
the new-comer erected his house of logs, and had the 
choice of thatching it or using sod as a covering until 
such time as he could secure lumber and shingles for 
a roof. 

There being no means of penetrating the thick 
layer of limestone rock, to secure water, the settlers 
usually built their first homes near a slough, dug a 
deep hole alongside and used the seepage water for 
household use. 

The breaking of the tough sod was done with ox 
teams, and as in most cases the homesteaders' supply 
of cash was limited, after purchasing all the articles 
necessary in the establishment of a new home, and a 
yoke of oxen, funds were generally running low, it 
required at least two yoke of oxen to pull a breaking 
plow. But this was overcome by the settlers joining 
forces, and although the operation was painfully 
slow as compared to present-day methods, neverthe
less year after year the work went merrily on till all 
had broken a considerably acreage. Not only did they 
co-operate in the breaking of the land, but also in the 
building of their homes, harvesting of their crops, 
well-digging, burning of lime in fact all activities 
in which they were engaged. 

Isaac and Ephraim Riley were the pioneer well 
drillers of the district, and cheered many a home
steader's heart when they left him a bountiful supply 
of water. They operated a sinking bar by means of a 
spring pole, a method that got results, but also af
forded a wonderful workout for any that had pride in 
their muscular ability. 

A fair acreage was seeded in 1874, for many their 
first seeding. The settlers were quite jubilant in the 
expectations of a bumper crop, when early in July it 
was completely destroyed by a plague of grasshop
pers. 

They came by the millions, in such numbers they 
darkened the sun when in flight, and devoured all 
vegetable life before them grass, leaves, vegeta
bles and grain alike. Two years devastation by the 
hoppers spelled disaster to the new settlers, and al
though there was evidence of privation and want in 
the settlement during these years and the year follow
ing, men and women alike faced the situation with 
calm steadfastness and a determination to carryon. 
They hauled wood to Fort Garry with their ox teams, 
a distance of some 20-odd miles a long, cold and 
tedious journey, wrought with much hardship; sold 
their wood for what they could or traded it for flour or 
groceries. Fortunately, wild game was plentiful, and 
in many homes the old muzzle-loader played no 
small part in providing a means of sustenance. 

Strenuous times were experienced after the 
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grasshopper season, but fortune eventually smiled 
upon the residents. The building of the C.P.R. from 
the east, also the building of Stony Mountain peni
tentiary, opened up avenues of employment, and they 
availed themselves of the opportunity of earning 
some ready cash - something they had been de
prived of from their homesteads for some three 
years. 

Up to this time the quarries at Stonewall and 
Stony Mountain had not come into being, and with 
the arrival of the railroad, Winnipeg experienced a 
building boom, referred to for years after as the 
"boom days". There was an immense rush of immi
grants from the East, and buildings were going up by 
the score. Lime was an article very much in demand, 
and as there was abundance of limestone throughout 
the central part of Rockwood (now Ward 1) the home
steaders, ever ready to take advantage of oppor
tunities, built lime kilns on their farms, finding a 
ready market for the lime. This lime burning, al
though a venture that proved quite a laborious under
taking, added materially to the prosperity of the new 
district. 

Probably the most important event of the early 
days was the coming of the railroad directly through 
the district-the first rail route West of Winnipeg. A 
water tank was built where now is the Town of Stone
wall, and a box car served as a station. The line 
continued West on what is now the Warren road and 
on to Portage la Prairie. A few years later the route 
from Stonewall to the West was abandoned, and re
routed, as it is today, through the Rosser district. I 
deem it quite unnecessary to elaborate on the many 
advantages the coming of the railroad proved to 
Rockwood and surrounding district. 

In the intervening years the old dump has proved 
an excellent highway from Stonewall west, more 
especially in the summer time. There has always 
been considerable speculation as to why the removal 
of the rails. I have been informed by a well-known 
old-timer, Mr. Berthold Irwin, of Ekhart, that the 
recent delegation, of which he was spokesman, was 
informed by Rockwood Council that the inability of 
the C.P.R. to keep that portion of the line open for 
traffic during the winter months on account of snow 
conditions, was the cause of the removal - but back 
to Rockwood. 

The first Municipal Council elected in Rock
wood, known later as Little Rockwood, and now 
Ward 1, 13-2E, of the larger Municipality, was in the 
month of May, 1878, and consisted of Thomas 
McFarlane, Reeve, and John McOuat, Wm. 
McDougall, Francis Neilson and John Lillies, Coun
cillors. This body carried on for two years, until the 
large Municipality of Rockwood was formed. Mr. 



Thomas Frankland was appointed Clerk of the larger 
Municipality, and occupied that office until the time 
of his death in 1904. Mr. Thomas McFarlane was 
appointed Treasurer, and continued in office until 
declining years compelled him to retire. His son V. 
W. McFarlane, took over the offices, a duty he per
formed with courtesy and efficiency until the time of 
his death in 1925. 

In the succeeding years Rockwood has been rep
resented on the Council by the following old-timers 
of descendants: David Lillies, Robert Bell, William 
Nesbitt, "Sandy" Williams, Thomas May, Albert 
Bell, Russell Lillies, and for the past several years 
the present member, W. H. French. That the descen
dants of the pioneers have the interests of the Munic
ipality at heart is manifest in the fact that the greater 
portion of the present Council, including Reeve W. 1. 
Campbell, bear that distinction. 

His Worship Mayor Appleyard, although a resi
dent of the town for many years, still enjoys recalling 
the "haw and gee" days of his youth spent on his 
father farm in the Grassmere district, whilst Jimmy 
Heale, custodian of the stop and go signs, and direc
tor of right and left-hand turns, can also wax eloquent 
as to which is the larboard or starboard side of an ox 
team. 

At an early date, the settlers secured a couple of 
acres of land for a cemetery, and later erected a log 
building that served as a schoolroom and church until 
the building of the present Rockwood school. The 
first minister to conduct services in the little church 
was a Rev. M. Young; the first teacher, a young man, 
Mr. Steep, later Dr. Steep, of Winnipeg. 

Following are some of the names that one would 
find in the old school register, if it were available: 
George, Frank, Minnie and Olive Bell; Archie and 
Abner Sproule; John W., Cecil, Oscar, Minnie, 
Agnes and Lizzie Lillies; Samuel and Ida Good; 
Stella and Nettie Wardner; Albert and Rachel Ma
hon; Wm. Nesbitt; Victor, Winnie and Lily Me 
Farlance; Lizzie, Carrie and Branson Bishop. The 
writer was one of that barefoot gang, gamely strug
gling at the mastery of the three R's, graduating in 
1895, with "boots on". Miss Barbara Stratton, well
known throughout the district as a teacher of out
standing ability, was then in charge. 

In Grade 1, at that time, I recall such names as 
Bob Laing, AI. Lillies, Cliff. Bishop, Hector 
McFarlance, Ab. Good, Joe May, Bob Simpson and 
Frank Lillies, all striving diligently to maintain the 
head of the class, and even yet, Bob Laing and AI. 
have some spirited discussions as to which end ofthat 
class constituted "the head" . 

After the coming of the railroad the erection of a 
flour mill by O. P. Clark, with a store and post office 
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in the basement, was the first place of business in 
what is now the Town of Stonewall. This proved of 
invaluable service to the district. Other places of 
business quickly followed, and in the course of a year 
Stonewall was a thriving and prosperous village. The 
Stonewall quarries were opened up, and with a ready 
market for lime and stone. This industry in itself 
provided employment for a large number of men. 

The late S. 1. Jackson, with keen foresight and 
utmost faith in the budding town and district, ac
quired a goodly portion of lots in the new townsite, 
and through his agressiveness and business ability 
was a prime factor in making the Stonewall of today, 
and bore the distinction of serving this riding in the 
Manitoba Legislature for many long years. 

Among the pioneer business places were: 
Messrs. Laing and Riley's hotel, Pulford's Drug 
Store, 1. B. Rutherford's general store, Geo. 
Grahame's balcksmith shop, John Montgomery 
blacksmith and hardware; also a weekly new paper. 
The Stonewall News, edited by Mr. S. Garside, ac
quired by the late Mr. Ira Stratton in the middle 
nineties, and renamed "The Stonewall Argus". 

Messrs. John Gunn, Enoch Williams and An
drew Patterson were pioneers in the quarry industry. 

The history of Stonewall from those early days 
until the present would make a long and interesting 
story, but I must be content with the fact that this 
thriving business centre was of inestimable value to 
the pioneers of Rockwood and surrounding districts. 

Having followed the career of the pioneers from 
the early seventies to the year 1885, many changes 
may be noted in the district, it having outgrown the 
primitive stage, and may now be designated an up
and-growing prosperous community. 

The log shanties and other buildings of like na
ture have given way to more commodious and up-to
date structures. Now each have the greater portion of 
their homestead under cultivation. The prairie trails 
have given way to a system of road improvement; the 
cradle and the scythe have been laid aside, and the 
farms are equipped with modem machinery. 

They enjoy the benefits of transportation and 
marketing facilities. Their families are growing up, 
and assisting in the farm duties. They have traversed 
the hardest part of the journey, and now the pioneers 
may be termed a contented, happy and prosperous 
people. And this all sixty years ago. 

Rockwood has experienced many changes in the 
intervening years. The broad acres on which grazed 
the oxen and herds of the early settlers have all come 
under the plow. Such landmarks as Winfield's pond, 
Taylor's swamp, and Stony Bush, favorite haunts of 
wild ducks and prairie chicken, are now cultivated 
farm lands. The old lime kilns that once stood out as 



sentinels on the landscape have crumbed and disap
peared. But the firm foundation as laid by the pi
oneers, on which the Rockwood of to-day stands, 
still remains in testimony of their early endeavors. 
We may well be proud of those valiant men and 
women, whom by their courage, perseverance, and 
Christian fortitude, carved out of the wilderness one 
of the banner districts of the West. May it ever bear 
that distinction in honor of those ever-cherished in 
our memories - the pioneers of Rockwood. 

May we pay tribute to the memory of some of the 
old-time business men that served the town and com
munity in their various capacities for a period border
ing on the half-century mark: Isaac Riley, Weston 
Montgomery, George Musgrove, Joseph Stinson, Ira 
and John Stratton, James and Ben Walton, and the 
late Dr. A. N. McLeod, who braved the hazards of 
some forty-odd winters in the practice of his profes
sion throughout the district. 

Still carrying on, and worthy of mention for long 
service, is H. A. Arundel, K. c., whose shingle 
"Barrister at Law" has been in evidence since before 
the tum of the century. Also Thomas Fell, our genial 
blacksmith, who has presided over his forge since 
before the days of the high bicycle, and how many of 
the citizens of to-day can recall when Tom was the 
envy of all pedestrians as he dashed about ma
jestically astride of one of those ancient steel steeds? 

In passing, reference may also be made to the 
first automobile that graced the streets of Stonewall. 
A one-lunged Reo, owned and operated by Jack 
Riley, and how the old-timers gazed in astonishment 
and shook their heads in awe, as Jack emerged from 
the dust and cloud of smoke with that gas wagon 
travelling at what was then, the terrific speed of 15 
miles per hour. 

If awards for long service were in order, George 
Sloan and Oliver May, who retired from business a 
few years ago, would be wearing decorations; 
George having conducted his flour and feed busi
ness, and Oliver the merchantile business for two 
score years and more. 

Although not classed in the ranks of the original 
old-timers, the Cooper Bros. (Sam and Jim), black
smiths and woodworkers; Frank Pearson, manager of 
the local quarries, and Harris Edwards, solicitor, 
have been in business since the days when button 
boots, Derby hats and celuloid collars were in vogue; 
and Alex Patterson has been in the hardware business 
since he started wearing longer pants, while Norman 
Walton carries on the feed bam with ever-increasing 
hospitality. 

Ramblings of Stony Mountain 
submitted by Miss Anne Dawson 

Mr. William Brown "Old Bill Brown", as he was 
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known by the villagers in the early years and his 
nephew Stuart Brown, Scottish men, lived in a small 
house at the north end of Main street at Stony Moun
tain. They were engaged in work in connection with 
the "Quarry". "Old Bill" passed away; Stuart mar
ried and moved to a farm at Moosehorn, Manitoba. 
These two men were related to John Buchan, who as 
Lord Tweedsmuir, was for a term Governor-General of 
Canada. 

Beyond the lime kiln near the quarry was a fairly 
large house, which Mr. and Mrs. Perry operated as a 
boarding house, previous to this he was the manager 
of the quarry. Mr. C. P. Kelpin and family lived there 
until they moved up to their home in the village. 

Beyond the Perry home was a small piece of farm 
land which Fred Groome and Len McComb worked 
for a short time after serving in World War One. Len 
moved to Winnipeg and Fred married and lived in the 
village. 

When the Winnipeg Electric street car ran from 
Winnipeg to Stonewall the station agent was Mr. 
Mawhinney, later on he and his wife moved to Stone
wall and were replaced by Mr. and Mrs. Dorland and 
son. After the street car was discontinued the stone 
building was used as the Legion Hall. This building 
is situated at the east end of the village beyond the 
"Oaks" . 

Family names such as Mr. and Mrs. Pisnook and 
family, Mr. and Mrs. Stanhope and family, Antone 
Fladderly, Else Smith and brothers Archie and Percy 
who later on moved to the Stonewall area should be 
remembered for their contribution to the welfare of 
the village. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kowalski on the west side of the 
highway at the foot of Mills Memorial Blvd operated 
a dairy farm and some farm land. Their son Stan and 
his wife carried on this work after the senior 
Kowalskies passed away. The new highway has 
somewhat separated the property from the village. 
These folks contributed to the welfare of the church 
and community activities. 

Another family name to remember is that of Mr. 
and Mrs. Sellars who had a small farm and cattle 
north and east of the quarry. There was a steep hill on 
the south just outside their property which had been 
blasted out and a road was made to a lower level of 
ground. This was known as the "Rock Cut". Now 
this is part of the "Ski Slope". Now Mr. and Mrs. 
(nee Mary Esaruk) 1. Van HaIst live there. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. Leitch were very active in church 
work and other community affairs. Ted passed away 
in 1981 and Eva still carries on with her good deeds. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. Hall and family lived at Stony 
Mountain for a few years. Their youngest son was for 



a time in the drug dispensary in Winnipeg known as 
Ellerby and Hall (partnership). 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones and daughter Georgina spent 
some years and made their contribution to the vil
lage. Both Mr. and Mrs. Jones have passed away; 
they had moved to Winnipeg a good number of years 
ago. 

Another person although not a resident of Stony 
Mountain, but who in the earlier days, came from her 
home in Stonewall, and spent many days, even weeks 
living in the homes of the real old timers, sewing for 
the families. Making clothing, a great deal of which 
was made over from father, mother, uncle or aunts' 
clothes. It was a special event when new yards of 
material were bought for her to work on. In this way 
she contributed greatly to all the families; it was a 
pleasure having such a good friendly person as Miss 
Edith Pollock in our homes. 

It was in the Masonic Hall that dances were held. 
Both young and old tripped the "light fantastic" to 
the local music provided by Mr. Martin on the violin 
(he was the tailor instructor at the Pen.), Mamie 
McCullogh at the piano, Jack Grahame (son of the 
Pen. warden) on the saxaphone and Harry Richmond 
on guitar. When Jack left to continue his dental stud
ies, he was replaced by Mr. Ritchie. It was real fine 
music and very good dancing. Mr. George Reed (Sr.) 
father of Clarence Reed, called off for the square 
dances. Mr. and Mrs. George Reed lived about two 
miles on the road to Stonewall near the curve in the 
highway. Here the Reed family was raised. When 
Clarence was married he moved into the village. 

Mrs. Marion Stethem (nee Bennett) and Mrs. and 
Mrs. Ruth are actively engaged in the Anglican 
Church and community affairs. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Cameron (nee Jenny 
French) were active in the community also. Jenny is a 
curling enthusiast. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Gibson (Lily) were good 
workers in the community. Lily was a keen curler and 
had her ladies' rink of which she was the skip. 

Mrs. Charles Ellison was most active in CUrling. 
She entered bonspiels in all the towns close by as well 
as in Winnipeg. She met her tragic death by losing 
her life in a fire in her home. 

The men of Stony Mountain were also enthusias
tic curlers - the bonspiels held in Winnipeg were 
often held up by the "bonspiel thaw" which some
times meant that the games did not start until mid
night. Some of these curlers were: Ted Nordin, Jim 
Sutherland, Ed Horn, Ben Dawson, (Sr.), Alex 
Campbell, John Wilson, William Meighen (Sr.), 
William Robertson and Pete Thompson. Mr. Joe 
Skoda (Sr.) cared for the curling ice. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Stevenson were active 
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church members. Mrs. Stevenson sang in the United 
Church choir, also Mrs. Frank Elliott and Mrs. 1. W. 
Anderson, wife of Rev. 1. W. Anderson. Mrs. 
Stevenson was the Girl Guide leader for many years. 

Misses Caroline and Edith Vincent, daughters of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Vincent, still live in the 
old family home at the foot of the hill at the west end. 
They are active and interested in church and all 
affairs of the village. Their nieces, Mary and Etola, 
are also keen workers. 

Mrs. William Grahame was the wife of the War
den of the Penitentiary. Both Mr. and Mrs. Grahame, 
their son Jack and their nephew Bert, son of James 
Grahame of Teulon, were all active in church affairs 
and the social life of the community. Mrs. Grahame 
played the organ at the Presbyterian Church for twen
ty-five years. 

Miss Mary McIntosh was the sister of Mrs. 
William Grahame. She came from Minot, U.S.A. to 
live with her sister in the Warden's large house. Miss 
McIntosh, a beautiful lady, well-dressed, had a great 
love for children of all ages. She delighted in training 
the children of the Presbyterian Sunday School for 
their Christmas concert. She also trained the group 
for the Easter Cantata. She was firm but kind to them 
and after school at four o'clock each and everyone 
ran to the church so as to be on time for the practice. 
Saturdays were sometimes used when the concert 
date was drawing near. All the children gave of their 
best and mothers gave freely of their time making 
costumes, white dresses, etc. All the girls had new 
white stockings and black patent leather slippers for 
this main Christmas event of the village. People came 
from the surrounding areas to these concerts which 
are still remembered by the old-timers of the village 
who are left to tell the story. 

Mrs. William Grahame was followed by Miss 
Birdie Stewart as organist, then Mrs. J. P. Robertson. 
Mrs. Margaret Budge is the present organist. The 
Presbyterian church became United at time of Union. 

Mrs. Margaret Budge is the daughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Jones formerly of Stonewall. Jack 
had been a butcher at Stonewall along with Eades, 
Bishop and Bennett. Later Jones and Bennett moved 
to Stony Mountain and opened a butcher shop on the 
opposite side of the Wimbledon Hotel on Main 
Street. 

Mr. A. G. Lindsay's store was sold to Mr. and 
Mrs. William McGimpsey and they and their family 
lived there until they moved to Winnipeg. 

At the south end of Main Street Mr. and Mrs. Dan 
Balacko operated a general store and after some 
years they, too, went to Winnipeg to reside. 

Sam Esaruk, the barber, had his shop and living 
quarters next door to Balacko's store. This home of 



Sam had in earlier times been occupied by the dress
maker, Miss Beaupre, who went from home to home 
and sewed by the day. After a good number of years 
she returned to St. Boniface. 

Early Homes 
The Warden's house was a large beautiful home at 

the top of the hill on the south-west ~orner of.the ~ill 
looking down toward the C.P.R. statIon. The mtenor 
of the home was built of mahogany wood and the 
staircase was as elegant as any you would see in 
England or Scotland. Sorry to say this house was 
demolished very recently. 

A real old time home, a two-storey house on the 
opposite comer of the street to the property then 
owned by B. T. Dawson Sr. and now owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilson Smith, was the home of old timers 
Mr. and Mrs. Kilgour and family. It later became the 
home of their daughter Mr. and Mrs. Richmond and 
family. They later moved to Winnipeg: Th~se a~e 
some of the families who have also lIved m thIS 
home: Mr. and Mrs. Brown (Brownie and Dolly), 
and Mrs. Scott and family, Mr. and Mrs. Shearer and 
family, Mr. and Mrs. Bloomfield and four sons, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Green and daughter. The house was 
vacated by the Greens who found a home on the 
opposite side of the street to Bill and Rose Robertson. 
Afterwards it was occupied by new people and later 
fire gutted the interior. Then the stone walls ~ar:te 
tumbling down and a modem home now stands mlts 
place. The little old stone milk-house still r~mains on 
the premises. On the south-east comer of thIS proper
ty is the new Post Office. 

Another old-timer's home was that of Mr. and 
Mrs. Townley which stood on the rise of the road 
opposite where the Vincent sisters now live. Mrs. 
Townley built most of the house herself. Mr. Townley 
worked in the quarry and so was a great collector of 
fossils of all kinds. Students from the University of 
Manitoba made annual visits to examine and study 
this collection. 

Up the road from them was the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alf Fisher. They engaged in raising and training 
Irish Setter dogs which were entered in the Winnipeg 
Dog Shows and won many prizes. The Fishers later 
went to Winnipeg to reside. 

The Churches 
The Anglican Church held several functions un

der the leadership of Mr. Harry Woods who was 
layman for many years. He conducted the choir 
while Miss Marion Bennett, daughter of Bennetts 
(the butcher), played the organ. Mr. and Mrs. Woods 
were very active church workers. Mrs. Woods, 
Jessie, was the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Isbister who lived at the foot of the hill just west of 
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Stony. That property is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Wallace Drysdale who operate a fox farm. 

Mr. H. Woods lived in the village and was em
ployed as an accountant by the Federal Penitentiary. 
He conducted a fine choir composed of inmates. In 
earlier times the villagers could go, on occasion, to 
hear the choir in the chapel within the Pen. 

In earlier years Miss Miller, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Miller who lived in the village played the organ 
in the Anolican Church. She later became the wife of 
Mr. Jack Douglas, who with their family lived in the 
village for a short time. Then they left to make their 
home in Winnipeg. 

Before the Catholics built their own beautiful 
stone church at the east end of the village opposite the 
new school, they attended mass service in the chapel 
in the Pen. The priest came from Winnipeg each 
Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Kelpin and family were very 
actively engaged in the work of their church and in all 
community affairs. Mr. Kelpin Sr. was manager of 
the City Quarry until he retired and went to live in 
Victoria, B.C. His son, Charlie, became manager 
until his death. He was followed by his sons, Donald 
and Pat who took charge. The quarry is now closed. 

The Presbyterian Church had many good and 
faithful workers as told elsewhere. It later became the 
United Church after the time of Union. 
The Picnics 

The Presbyterian Church Sunday School picnics 
were held annually, sometimes at Mr. and Mrs. Hec
tor French's farm about one mile south and two miles 
west of Stony. Most of the picnics were held on the 
farm of Mr. and Mrs. Quail. The Sunday School 
teachers and Ladies' Aid provided the food, real fine 
picnic-style food. The ladies such as; Mrs. C. Ab
bott, Mrs. Geo. Abbott, Mrs. R. Downie, Mrs. Fred 
Pollock, Mrs. Linklater, Mrs. J. Robertson, Mrs. 
Wm. Robertson, Mrs. A. G. Lindsay, Mrs. H. 
Lusignan, Mrs. B. T. Dawson Sr., Mrs. W. Mitchell, 
Mrs. J. W. Anderson, Mrs. R. Green, Mrs. Frank 
Elliott, and Mrs. Geo. Laird all helped. 

The Beach Picnic When the Winnipeg Electric 
Railway in 1914 ran from Winnipeg to Stonewall, 
each year in July the Sunday Schools from Stone
wall, Stony Mountain and other points along the line 
would journey to Winnipeg Beach for their picnic . .At 
Middlechurch the passengers changed from the Wm
nipeg Electric and boarded the C.P.R. train for Win
nipeg Beach. Each family had suit-cases, cartons, 
baskets of food, towels and bathing suits. When the 
train arrived at Winnipeg Beach each child had a bag 
or basket to carry and they ran for dear life to claim a 
table for the family. This table remained theirs for the 
day. Boiling water was provided for making tea. 



Washroom facilities were available where we could 
change into bathing suits. 

After lunch young and old made for the white 
sandy beach of Lake Winnipeg where swimming and 
wading took place. There was also a boat which 
would take those who wished out for a ride for a very 
small charge. The amusement centre and roller
coaster was put to good use. Along the "boardwalk" 
there were games of chance of all kinds which were 
enjoyed by all. Fish-flies were squashed under foot. 

After the evening meal all the families gathered 
their belongings and made for the train which was 
waiting at the station. Everyone enjoyed the day and 
by the time their homes were reached all were weary 
and tired. This was the day of our lives; again remem
bered by the old-timers who are left to tell the story. 

The First of July Picnics - which were held 
annually down in the "Oaks" where the home of the 
late Mr. E. R. R. Mills now stands. All the ladies 
mentioned in the Presbyterian Sunday School picnics 
were actively engaged. They cooked chickens, made 
potato salads, jellies, pies, etc. All the food was 
donated and help freely given by the teenagers. The 
people came from near and far to enjoy this delicious 
food. There were races and games for all. The first of 
July was a gala day never to be forgotten. 
Later Years 

As the years went by new people arrived in the 
village, namely Mr. and Mrs. George Mackie, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Vinet (Sr.), Mr. and Mrs. Robert New
ton, Mr. and Mrs. Gustafson, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Reed, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Green, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Ellison, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Black, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sam Leitch (Eleanor French) who was a school 
teacher and passed away in early life. Mrs. Eva 
Leitch carries on in the work of the community. Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Van Steelant were very active in the 
church. Ruby Robertson was Joe's first wife. Joe and 
his present wife still attend the church even though 
they now live in Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Vandekerckhove were new
comers and took an active part in all community 
affairs. Jerome was also a councillor for the R.M. of 
Rockwood. He passed away quite recently but his 
widow Ruth (daughter of Mrs. Pedersen, now de
ceased) still carries on the activities of helping all in 
need. Her home is next to that of the late Bill and 
Rose Robertson. Mr. and Mrs. Leon Van
dekerckhove are also interested in all community 
affairs, Leon serving as councillor in the Munic
ipality of Rockwood for many years. Both Jerome 
and Leon were active curlers and Jerome's daughter, 
Patti Vande, is still an active curler. 

Such was the life in the early days at Stony 
Mountain; everyone in their own small way helped 
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carryon all activities. Later the young folk entered 
and carried on the work of their parents. The times 
were hard but the fun was great! 

Oak Hammock 
by Anne Taylor 

The residents of Winnipeg are indeed fortunate to 
have so many beautiful parks. They are also fortunate 
to have such an excellent zoo. Now we have the Oak 
Hammock Marsh Wildlife Management Area. It is 
only fourteen miles north of the city. 

When Winnipeg came into being at the junction 
of the Red and Assinaboine Rivers, the surrounding 
area was mostly wetlands. At one time the munic
ipalities of Rockwood and St. Andrews had many 
mud holes, sloughs, creeks and a shallow lake that 
extended from Stony Mountain north past the area 
where the village of Teulon now stands. 

There are limestone ridges that were left by the 
glaciers as they receded northwards. These ridges 
contained the lake as well as forming many holes and 
sloughs. 

You can follow one such ridge by starting at Fort 
Whyte, west of Winnipeg and going north past Little 
Mountain, Stony Mountain, Stonewall and on up 
Hwy 7 past the old Victoria church to Teulon, Nar
cisse and beyond. 

You can tell where the ridges are by observing the 
oldest churches, schools, farm houses and towns. A 
good high spot was chosen for the old Victoria An
glican church. Though of frame construction the 
century old bulding is still in good shape. The lake to 
the east was practically at its doorstep. 

All through the years lovers of nature have 
quented the area. Lone bird watchers or groups from 
the Naturalists Society or botanists from the museum 
have been frequent visitors. They, as well as environ
mentalists and older people like myself, who grew up 
in the area, are well aware of our dwindling wildlife 
and parklands. 

Now for a few paragraphs about our own and 
other neighboring farm environments. 

Our farm which was eight miles west of the 
Victoria church had a round hole that was so enclosed 
by overhanging willows and dense underbrush that 
the water looked dark and sinister. My brother called 
it the Wizard's Slough. The spot was a haven for all 
kinds of wild life. 

There was a swamp in the north west comer of the 
farm. Ducks and many other birds nested there. In 
the spring and fall we would see long legged cranes 
walking along the shore. 

When the headlands were cleared of the thick 
refuge of hawthorn, chokecherry, saskatoon, pin
cherry, hazelnut, wild rose, partridge berry, peavine 



and long grass, the wild life in most cases disap
peared. This was especially true of the prairie chick
en. This was typical of most farms. 

When the farmer cut down dead trees for fire 
wood the holes that had housed the bluebirds, wood
peckers, small owls and squirrels were lost. Much of 
the wild life disappeared. The bluebirds are slowly 
returning because concerned groups are putting 
boxes on fence posts along the highways. 

The belts of trees that extended from one farm to 
the next for miles have been cleared except in isolated 
spots. Gone with the trees are most of the deer, bears, 
foxes and many of the birds. The partridge no longer 
drums on his favorite log in the dead of night. 

When an extensive system of drainage was put in 
place by the government, the mud holes and swamps 
on the farms dried up. The shore line of the lake 
began to recede. 

In 1874 a Scotsman by the name of Adam Mac
Donald had a farm near the lake. There was a knoll of 
twenty acres on his land that had many oak trees 
growing on it. He named his farm Oak Hummock. 
The name for some unknown reason became Oak 
Hammock. Some of the old timers in the district still 
grumble about the change, especially if they came 
from Scotland. 

Little did Adam MacDonald know that a century 
later 8000 acres of marsh and upland would be given 
that name. 

In the summer of 1972 an agreement was signed 
between the Provincial Government and Ducks Un
limited to reclaim and make the area more attractive 
to wild life. Ducks Unlimited provided the funds 
with the help of a government grant. 

By the end of 1974 a tremendous amount of work 
had been done on the marsh. Eighteen miles of dykes 
and four miles of ditches had been constructed. 

Oak Hammock Marsh is divided in to three com
partments that are dyked to control water levels. 
Natural spring water and that from melting snow is 
diverted into the compartments and is controlled by 
gates. 

This makes ideal conditions for the growth of 
plants such as willows, bulrushes and cattails. The 
cattails entice muskrats that keep the vegetation from 
becoming too thick so that it is ideal for the water
fowL 

The muskrat population has to be regulated, also. 
In the spring of 1975 permission was given to twenty 
trappers to harvest over five thousand of the animals 
and in the fall of that year nearly seven hundred were 
removed from the dykes. 

At the beginning of the Oak Hammock project 
Ducks Unlimited had constructed fifty seven nesting 
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islands throughout the marsh. Since then hundreds of 
acres of upland have been planted as a shelter belt. 

When more land was acquired a good portion of it 
was native grass prairie. 

For educational purposes the diversity of habitat 
and the variety of wild life it will sustain is apparent. 
It is a delight for the botanists from the museum to be 
able to show groups of children some of the wild 
flowers that we took for granted years ago. They and 
the people from the wild life department teach about 
the ecological systems and how necessary it is to 
preserve them. 

In 1979 the Naturalist Society received a grant 
from the Federal Government that made it possible 
for it to establish the wet-land interpretive program at 
Oak Hammock. 

When the birds return to the marsh in the spring it 
is like a breath of fresh air. The most interesting time 
is during the nesting season and when they are rear
ing their young. The most exciting time is during the 
fall migration. During the year 254 species of birds 
have been counted. 

A number of birds that had never before seen this 
far north, are now nesting at the marsh. Egrets ob
served for the first time a few years ago are well 
established now. 

If you are going to Oak Hammock for the first 
time you can arrange for a guided tour. There are, 
however, signs showing the way to all points of 
interest and good roads for your car and dykes to 
walk on. 

A good way to get in the right mood is to pass the 
mound at the south gate, circle the bluff to the park
ing lot. Then take the path that leads through the bluff 
and you will come to a bridge crossing a small creek. 

There is a tangle of underbrush at this spot. Stop 
for a moment till you get acclimatized to the singing, 
scolding, rustling and chirping. You are in bird land. 

If you walk on to the mound and then down the 
gravel dyke a short distance you will see to your right 
the thick clumps of cattails and willows in the water. 
This is where the red and the yellow winged black
birds nest. If they are scolding don't stay long as they 
are nesting or protecting their young. It is enough to 
see their beautiful coloring as they fly back and forth. 

There is long grass along the dyke but don't on 
any account step off. In the first place it is against the 
rules and besides the water can be quite deep. 

To your left you will see ducks swimming or a 
male if his mate is nesting in the long grass. If the 
young ones are already with their mother they will be 
following in a straight line or they might be all resting 
on one of the man made islands in comparative safety 
from predators. 

Now you can go back to your car and drive to all 



the other interesting sections of this marsh. You will 
see where the muskrats are feeding on the cat-tails 
and many varieties of birds are singing in the areas 
where there are shrubs and trees. If it starts to rain 
you will hear the meadow lark over on the living 
prairie. 

When the workmen were building the dykes, they 
decided to make two lakes, one in the shape of a 
duck, the other in the shape of a goose. These lakes 
are visible from the air. 

If you are at the marsh, especially in the fall, wait 
for the sunset. A sunset on the marsh is breath
taking. If you are lucky enough to see a pair of ducks 
dashing by, the silhouette will be an added bonus. 

The Prairie Chicken 
by Anne Taylor 
I look aloft. The sky above the crest 
Reflects the same grey tenderness of mood 
That I have seen when fluttering to your nest 
Your body limp with love, caress your brood. 
A tenderness that drew them to your breast. 
Ah! Now so limp but not from tenderness. 
The mighty hunters laugh and jest with me 
Are they my friends who do this dreadful thing? 
It must be pity keeps them so. I see 
They carry you by one poor broken wing 
For some strange law in nature makes them blind 
And who am I to judge of all mankind? 
If they could only feel the thrill so rare 
Of creeping thru the scrub to find your nest 
And gently move the leaves and find laid bare 
Those eggs still warm a thing of loveliness 
No other feeling can just quite compare 
With knowing they are safe while your are there. 
Could hear the cry "Come quick! I can be caught" 
I knew it was an act to lead me off 
That act is ended now my throat is taut 
Oh mighty hunter, why just stand and scoff 
I saw her fly, pretend a broken wing 
That tender wing is now a broken thing. 
Oh mighty hunter have you never seen 
Them dancing madly in a sunlit glade 
Traced magic tracks where feathery feet have been 
Or felt the witchery that their dance has made 
And now that ragged flock is dashing by 
With madly whirring wing and startled cry. 
Or have you watched them walk with step sedate 
O'er snow capped straw stacks on a winter mom 
Or felt the freedom of their tireless gait 
As past the sunset on swift wing they're borne 
In caves of snow to find their rest at last 
And pray that snowstorms will not seal them fast. 
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Or that the lone grey wolf with hunger gaunt 
Will not pounce down where tracks abruptly end 
Could some such tragedy your memory haunt 
You could not then such savagery lend 
But then, the laws of nature are so strange 
And thru the ages do not seem to change. 
I look aloft. The end of day is here 
No more I hear the flock go dashing by. 
The air is chill. We go inside for cheer 
With dusk no more we hear that startled cry. 
The love of nature understanding brings 
And breast of chicken is a feast for kings. 

Victoria District 
By Ewart Good as written for Rockwood Echoes 

In speaking of our pioneer settlers one cannot 
help think of the faith and fortitude they must have 
possessed to come out to a new land with very little 
more than a few personal belongings and perhaps a 
team of oxen and crude implements. 

The Township of Victoria was surveyed between 
the 22nd of October and the 20th of November, 1872. 

The land was opened for settlement in three dif
ferent ways. Males, over 18 years, born before 1870, 
along the Red River, were granted 240 acres each. 
This is shown on the original survey as H. B. Grants 
or was known locally as halfbreed script. 

Although these people obtained this land free, 
they never made much use of it or realized much 
value from their grants as this was not their way of 
life. 

Riel, in obtaining this land for his people, stirred 
up so much trouble that the Government, under the 
leadership of John A, McDonald, sent out a con
tingent of soldiers known as the Wolseley Expedi
tion, to restore order in the settlement around Fort 
Garry. 

The men were granted land in recognition of their 
services. This land was allocated as Military Bounty 
Grants. 

The third way of obtaining land was by home
steading. The homesteaders as well as the soldiers of 
Wolseley's Expedtion, were permitted to pre-empt or 
acquire a second quarter of land at $1.00 per acre, if 
they desired. 

As time went on settlers came into the Victoria 
district from the Red River settlement and from On
tario. 

One group of the earliest and most prominent 
settlers were members of a Vincent family of four
teen. They were descendants of a Thomas Vincent, 
who, as a mere youth, in 1790, came out to Canada, 
in the service of the Hudson's Bay Company. Al
though he returned to England when his retirement 
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was due, several sons of his numerous family, re
mained in Canada, in Company service, and as many 
other Hudson's Bay men did, retired to the growing 
Red River settlement. These settlers and their fam
ilies played a foremost part in the early development 
of school, church and state in the Victoria district. 

James Vincent, who was born in the Red River 
Colony, went from there to Ft. Albany, entered the 
Hudson's Bay service and completed thirty five years 
service. Upon his retirement he returned to Manitoba 
and lived for a time in the Victoria district and later in 
Stonewall where he died in 1909. He was buried at 
All Saints Church, Victoria. 

Tom, a brother of James was born at Osnaburgh, 
Ontario, on March 1, 1835. He homesteaded the SW 
V4-21 and later resided on SE V4 - 17 where he built a 
frame house and bam. The latter property is now 
owned by Ewart Good. 

During his life Tom spent forty years as a mis
sionary at Fort Albany preaching to the Indians as 
well as the white people. In this period he became an 
Archdeacon. He died at Fort Albany on January 16, 
1907, and was buried at Moose Factory where his 
wife was buried in 1892. 

Tom had three sons, John Horden, Charles and 
George, two daughters, Clara and Minnie. Charles 
was better known as he lived in the district a number 
of years and then moved to Stonewall. He married a 
sister of John George Vincent. They had three in their 
family, Stewart, Fred and Josephine. 

Another brother, George, homesteaded on S V2 of 
NE V4 - 21 and SV2 of NW V4 - 22 in 14-2E and later 
moved to NW V4 9-14-2E. George had six sons, Tom, 
Willy, George, Joe and twins, Rod and Wallace, 
three daughters, Barbara, Kathleen and Myra. 

George sold the farm to O'Malley and moved to 
Winnipeg where he operated a livery bam until his 
death. 

John Vincent homesteaded what is known as the 
Gall farm. He lived there until his death and was 
buried in All Saints cemetery. Two sons, Tom and 
John-George, and three daughters were in the family. 
John-George had a large family of sons and one 
daughter, namely Frank, William, Dan, Norman, 
Hector, Glen, George and Walter; the daughter, Bes
sie married P. Thomson but she died some time ago. 

The most prominent of the original family and 
also one of the most prominent homesteaders was 
William. He was born at St. Paul's Parish, October 
14, 1837, where he spent his boyhood days. He 
married Catherine Ross and came to Victoria district 
in 1871, a year before it was surveyed. They settled 
on Section 16-14-2E and William was a friend, host 
and guide to travellers passing by in quest of land. 
Many a Greenwood and Dundas settler had a cup of 
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tea with William and his wife as they travelled to and 
fro. It was a practice of his to visit a new settler in the 
district to find out if he could help them in any way. 

William was the first candidate accepted when 
the Stonewall Masonic Lodge was instituted and was 
Past Master in 1889. 

His wife died October 12, 1912, and he passed 
away on January 12, 1915. Both are buried at All 
Saints. 

William Vincent had a family of four sons and 
two daughters. Jim married Marjorie Gall and they 
lived on his father's homestead until their tragic death 
on December 9,1916, when a hired man, Bert Spain, 
murdered both of them. Jim had just sold a carload of 
wheat and still had the money in the house. This 
money was too much of a temptation for Spain, who 
was homesick for his home in England. 

Spain thought he could escape to England but 
was arrested in Toronto and brought back to trial in 
Winnipeg. On account of his age, he was given a life 
sentence, but he died of tuberculosis in 1929. 

Jim's brother, Albert married Alice Scott and 
settled on SW V4 21-14-2E where he lived until his 
death. He served as a councillor for Rockwood for a 
term. Albert's family was Ettie, Mrs. Lohmer and 
Reginald. Mrs. Lohmer is now living in the Good 
Hope district. Reg was employed in Winnipeg for 
some time but moved to Sask., where he died. 

Another brother of Jim's was Tom. He married a 
Miss Stokes and lived in Stonewall where he built up 
an Implement business. Following his death in the 
early 1920's his family including two sons, Arthur 
and Robert, moved to California. 

The youngest son of William Vincent was Sam
uel. He married Catherine Truthwaite from Lock
port. They lived in Stonewall for a while but later 
moved to a farm on NW V4 of 16-14-2E in the Victoria 
district where they remained until their death. They 
had a family of six girls, Florence - Mrs. C. Gib
son, Evelyn - Mrs. John Good, Margaret - Mrs. 
G. F. Kerr-Wilson, Lillian, Irene and Harriet - Mrs. 
1. Ryckman. Lillian and Irene carried on the family 
farm for a few years but finally sold to their nephew 
Sam Good. 

The eldest daughter of William was Elizabeth 
who married her cousin, George Vincent. There was 
one boy, Clarence, and two girls, Myrtle and Laura. 

The youngest daughter in the William Vincent 
family was Laura. She married Ernest Marshall and 
they bought the home farm after her brother Jim's 
death. She lived there until her death in April, 1931. 

Mr. James Grahame came to Manitoba from East
ern Canada. After his marriage he settled on SW V4 
22-14-2E and in 1886 moved to NE V4 21-14-2E 



where he had erected a new home which they called 
"Coreywater House". 

Mr. Grahame was first postmaster for the district 
and it was known as Wavy Bank P.o. He kept this 
position until his death in 1888. Later Mr. Polson 
became postmaster and the post office was trans
ferred to the farm now owned by Thomas Croy. 

During his life, Mr. Grahame was active in the 
district activities and assisted in the establishment 
and building of All Saints church. His widow and 
children remained in the district for many years. 

Another well known early settler was John 
Thomas. He was born in the Parish of St. Paul on the 
outskirts of Winnipeg in the year 1857. In the early 
1870's he moved to the Victoria district with his 
widowed mother and two brothers, Edward and 
David. They settled on the land east of Centre 
School. 

John married Elizabeth Watts of Mapleton in 
1886 and settled on NE Y4 - 18. It was here that most of 
their family was born. Later they moved to NE Y4 
-4-14. In 1916 he moved to Hodgson and home
steaded a farm on which he lived until his death in 
1947. Mrs. Thomas passed away in 1957 at the age of 
95 and they are both buried in the Hodgson cemetery. 

While in this district Mr. Thomas followed his 
trade as a carpenter and built many of the farm 
buildings including the present Victoria School. 

The Mudd family arrived in Winnipeg from En
gland in 1880. At that time the railroad only came as 
far as Stonewall so Mr. Mudd came out by train. 
After enquiring around for a farm, he was told that 
several might be suitable. He started out on foot to 
see them with the result that he was longer than he 
had expected. Mrs. Mudd was afraid that something 
had happened to her husband for Mr. Mudd so she 
wired the station agent in Stonewall. He enquired for 
Mr. Mudd but could not find a trace of him, so he 
wired back that he was unable to find a "Mr. Mudd" 
but did find a "Mr. Airth". 

Mr. Mudd finally purchased the SE Y420-14-2E, 
where he lived until he retired to Teulon. In the 
family were four boys, Fred, Albert, William and 
Robert and three girls, Esther, Polly and Maggie. 

James Little first homesteaded on N Y2 3-14-2E 
and later moved to W Y2 -20-14-2E in the Centre 
School district. He had a family of five boys, John, 
Jim, Bill, Charlie and Henry, also six girls, Mary
Mrs. John Good Sr., Annie-Mrs. E. Miller, Agnes 

Mrs. B. Irwin, Maggie - Mrs. J. McEwan, 
Adelaide Mrs. E. McCullough and Ellie. 

After his dad's death, Bill took over the farm and 
John and Henry had farms nearby. Simon Little and 
family resided on SE Y416-14-2E and later moved to 
SW V4-20. 
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Among the settlers around Centre School, the 
Polson family, Alex, John and a sister, played a very 
important part. Both John and Alex served on the 
Council as well on the Centre School board. They 
resided on NE Y4 -24-14-lE and James Sinclair re
sided on the east half of the same section. During his 
life, Mr. Sinclair was very active in local affairs. 
Mabel and Jack were the only members of the family 
and they both took a keen interest in the community. 

The Storey family settled northeast of Balmoral. 
Like most of the other settlers they had come from the 
East and had their own trials and troubles. Later, 
William, familiarly called Bill, moved to the Page 
farm three-quarters of a mile north of Centre School. 

There were three boys and four girls in the family, 
William, Tom, Herb, Mary - Mrs. R. Good, Nell 

Mrs. C. Little, Jane - Mrs. D. Williams and 
Margaret Mrs. F. Pollock. 

Tom lived on different farms in Centre and Good 
Hope districts finally acquiring the old family farm 
which he sold this summer and retired to Balmoral. 

Other neighbors around Centre School were Nels 
Siddons, Ethan Hartle, Ned Ellis and later William 
Hand. 

H. D. McEwen, who came from Bruce County, 
Ontario, in 1878, located at Meadow Lea for a year. 
Then he came to Centre district and settled on NW 
Y4-7-14 near Lait Siding. Soon after he married Jane 
Ann Good and they had four boys and two girls in the 
family. 

In March, 1879, John Good Sr., came west from 
Carleton County, Ontario. He landed in St. Boniface 
with forty five dollars in his pocket. They spent their 
first year in the SE Y4 -23-13-lE, what is now the 
Lewis farm, and in the following summer he took a 
homestead in the NW Y4-18-14-2E. When Centre 
School District was organized he gave two acres of 
land for the school site. 

From this homestead his six sons and three 
daughters branched out to take up farms near him. 

Jacob Riley came from Ontario and homesteaded 
in Saskatchewan and around 1890, he and his brother 
Eph, purchased the NW Y4 -8-14-2E from the Hud
son's Bay Company. 

Eph later sold out to Jacob and moved to the NE 
Y4-32-13-2E. Jacob farmed for a number of years and 
then retired to Stonewall where he passed away. In 
Jacob's family there were two boys, Albert and 
Wilfred as well as four girls, Laura, Katie, Josie and 
Viney. His son Wilfred, is still farming the original 
quarter. 

To the north of Rileys on the SW Y4-17. L 
Hughes homesteaded and A. Mannix on the SE 
Y4-17. W. J. Winters and A McLean settled on the 
south half of 20. 



Rev. Goulding, one of the early ministers of All 
Saints church, lived on the NE Y4-16-14-2E. The 
buildings at that time were almost in the centre of the 
quarter. Rev. Goulding sold to a family by the name 
of Lepz who lost three children and they were buried 
south of the buildings. 

When Y. Thome bought the quarter he built large 
expensive buildings in the northeast comer. The old 
dug well and cellar which were close together and 
belonged to the first building site were inhabited by 
thousands of snakes. Several attempts were made to 
destroy them. Thome had his men and the Vincent 
boys, sons of John-George, pour several drums of 
kerosene into the holes with the hope of burning them 
out. This did not kill all of them so dynamite was 
used and between the two attempts they were greatly 
reduced. 

On theNW Y4 ofl6, a family by the name ofGetz 
built a home but did not stay very long. Colin 
McLean settled on part of SE Y4 of 16 and later moved 
into Stonewall. 

John and Barney Bouskill homesteaded the NW 
Y4-21-14-2E. Barney passed away many years ago 
and John in 1937. 

The old log house that Mrs. John Bouskill came 
to as a bride is still standing and is used by her son, 
Bert and his family as their residence. 

Mrs. Bouskill passed away in 1958. In the family 
there was one boy, Bert and four girls, Winnifred 
Mrs. McGiffin, Alma-Mrs. 1. Little, Edna-Mrs. 
H. Appleyard and Vera - Mrs. E. Emms. 

Another early and original settler was Alexander 
Dahl. He homesteaded the SW Y4 of 28 and pre
empted the SE Y4 of 28. Mr. Dahl was an excellent 
carpenter and helped with many first building includ
ing All Saints Church. Later he moved to Portage la 
Prairie. 

On the NE Y4 of 15, a small white house was built 
by Bernard Polson. This house is vacant now and 
when No.7 Highway was put through, the road 
allowance was widened with the result that part of the 
old house is on the highway. In the early days though 
the roads were surveyed the people did not use them 
for some time. They used the bush and prairie trails 
as the trails were most direct. 

Many of the old houses were built along these 
trails. This accounts for several houses not being 
parallel with the road. The houses were constructed 
so that one or more windows faced the trail. The idea 
of this was so that people travelling at night could see 
the light in the window regardless of which way they 
were travelling. 

A family by the name of Shortreed built on S 
Y2-16. They had lumber shipped from the east for 
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their buildings. This lumber was very hard and much 
superior to the north lumber. 

On the north half of Section 10, there were two 
families. H. Mason on the NE Y4 and this land was 
later acquired by R. Jeffery. 

John Cavers, a veteran of the Wolseley Expedi
tion acquired the S Y2-1O. He married a daughter of 
John Vincent and they moved to Deloraine, and John 
May bought his farm. Mr. May taught Victoria 
School for a while. 

Another early pioneer on the E Y2-9 was William 
McElroy who was better known as Billy. He later 
turned over his property to his uncle, George Mulvey 
who passed away in 1921 at the age of 101. Billy when 
not racing horses operated a restaurant in Stonewall. 

Charles Sibbald was very active in the district 
helping to build the school and church besides serv
ing on the Rockwood Council in the early days. 

Another old family, though not a homesteader, 
was the Williams family, George and his wife, Eliz
abeth. They came from ant. They had three sons and 
daughters. Jack gave his life in the first war, Ed 
farmed the home place on NE Y4-33-13-2E for some 
time until he moved to Winnipeg. Drury lived on 
different places. He married Jane Storey and they had 
three sons, Austin, Jack and Henry. 

George William's daughters were Jennie - Mrs. 
Hindmarch, Maud - Mrs. Oakford and Laura
Mrs. John Watts. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Johnson came from En
gland and settled on SE Y4-33-13-2E. Mr. Johnson 
passed away many years ago but his wife is still living 
in the original log house. They had four sons, 
George, Art, Charlie and Sam, and two girls Lena
Mrs. Paul Reid, and Lizzie - Mrs. 1. Heaps. 

In the southern part of the Victoria district 
Charles Mollard homesteaded S Y2 of section 3. 

As Section 3 had a heavy stand of wood on the 
west end, that section was divided into quarters, one 
quarter of a mile wide and one mile long. This gave 
each settler fuel and shelter. 

Some of the homesteads had little or no wood on 
them so the SW Y4-9-14-2E, Section 4, and section 
33-13-2E were surveyed into 20 acre woodlots. 
These woodlots were numbered to correspond with 
the number of the homestead that did not have wood 
on it. For instance, William Vincent's homestead was 
No. 4646 so he was given a woodlot on the SW Y4 
9-14-2E which was numbered 4646. 

William Vincent gave the Indians the privilege of 
using part of his woodlot for a burial ground. 

The eastern part of Victoria district was Dog and 
hayland and many attempts have been made to farm it 
but most of these farms went back to hayland. 

The Curries originally carne from Islay, Scotland 



and settled in Bruce County, Ontario, and in 1873 or 
74, William, John, Malcolm and Hugh came to what 
is now the Good Hope district and homesteaded 
there. 

John settled there on NE Y4-22-14-2E; Malcolm 
on N Y4-27-14-2E and Hugh settled nearby. 

William settled on SE Y4-27-14-2E. He had five 
sons and two daughters who attended Victoria and 
later Good Hope Schools. Four of the boys served in 
the First World War. His son, William, taught Vic
toria and Centre school, then became a lawyer and is 
now with the Attorney-General in Saskatchewan. 
Donald is president of Currie Transportation of 
Bissett, Manitoba. Richard, before his death was a 
C.N.R. locomotive engineer. Hugh, an electrical 
engineer, passed away in 1956 and John taught one 
year at Good Hope school. He is now manager of 
Currie School and Sanitation Equipment. 

Mary Bell Mrs. BoIish and Margaret - Mrs. 
Howard have both passed away. 

The only descendant of the Currie family living 
near Good Hope now is Mrs. Robinson, a grand
daughter of Neil McLeod who married Ann Currie. 

Neighbors of the Curries were the McLeods, 
Shipleys, Sutherlands, Andrew Hunter, John 
McN aughton and Mr. Tocher. 

Neil McLeod married Ann Currie at Paisley, On
tario in 1869, and they came to this district in 1874. 
He was warden of Rockwood in 1882 and also did a 
lot of carpentering in the district. He passed away 
December 5, 1925 and his wife died two days later. 
They were buried at a double funeral. 

A daughter, Mrs. Charles Chatfield, lived in the 
Balmoral district until her death some years ago, and 
a son, Billy, lived near the Chatfields until after the 
Second World War, when he retired to Stonewall. 

Another old timer was Martin Shipley who came 
from Ontario, to Moorhead, Minnesota in June 1873. 
From there he and his family along with other fam
ilies came to Winnipeg by flat-boat and settled in the 
Good Hope district on NW Y4-27-14-2E. 

Martin was a tower of religious strength, living 
up to what he believed to be right. For example, one 
Sunday as the family was ready to leave for church in 
Balmoral, a bear appeared on the farm. The boys 
shot it, but were not allowed to dress it until after 
midnight. 

Martin Shipley, Eben Sutherland and Andrew 
Hunter conducted song service at Good Hope school 
every Sunday evening for many years. This service 
created a religious influence on the community. 

In the winter months, Martin worked at his trade 
as a harness maker for E. F. Hutchings and hauled 
wood to Winnipeg where it was traded for tea, flour, 
sugar and clothing. 
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The three day trip was made along with neighbors 
as blizzards made travelling over the prairie a hazard. 
On March 18, 1907, Martin Shipley passed away and 
was laid to rest in Victoria cemetery, Balmoral. 

Many of the boys in the settlement were needed 
for the farm work from spring to fall so most of their 
schooling was taken during the winter. Even with 
their struggle to obtain their education in those days, 
W. T. Shipley, a son of Martin Shipley, matriculated 
into Wesley College, Winnipeg and graduated as 
gold medallist in Science with the first graduating 
class of that College. 

He was principal of Stonewall School during 
1895 and 1896. He left Stonewall to become editor of 
Dauphin's first newspaper but returned later to his 
profession teaching at Neepawa and then at 
Gladstone. 

1. W. Shipley followed his brother's footsteps and 
after post graduate work at Harvard University, be
came Associate Professor of Chemistry in the Uni
versity of Manitoba. In 1930, he went to Edmonton 
and became head of the chemistry department of the 
university of Alberta. 

Charlie and Gamet both farmed close to the old 
homestead until their deaths a few years ago. 
Gamet's farm was taken over by one of the first 
Dutchmen to settle in the Good Hope district, in the 
person of Jack Verbrugge, who at present, is coun
cillor for Ward three. 

Four daughters of Martin Shipley were Ettie -
Mrs. W. W. Bond, Gertie, Bertie and Ethel- Mrs. 
R. Marner. 

Another homesteader in the Good Hope district 
was E. R. Sutherland. He was born at Woodstock, 
Ontario, in 1849 and came to Manitoba in the 70's. 
He came from Winnipeg and settled on a farm on SE 
V4-29-14-2E. He remained here until his death in 
1918. 

During his life on the farm he followed his trade 
as a carpenter in Stonewall, being for a time a partner 
of Mr. A. R. Mitchell. He built the first frame house 
in Victoria and this house still stands. He also made 
coffins for some of the early pioneers. 

The Sutherlands were staunch Presbyterians and 
held various offices in the church. Mr. Sutherland 
served as school trustee, councillor and reeve. He 
took an active part in the various farmers' organiza
tions especially 'The Patrons of Industry'. 

There were five sons, James, Charles, David, 
Eben, Edward and two daughters, Mrs. D. Cordiner 
and Mrs. A. McDonald. Mr. and Mrs. Cordiner took 
over the farm after Mr. Sutherland's death. 

Mr. Sutherland's neighbor to the north was An
drew Hunter, who was also a great supporter of 



church and school. The bam which he built is still in 
use on this farm. 

Other early settlers near Andrew Hunter were 
Alexander Tocher, who was the first Secretary-Trea
surer of Good Hope school and Andrew Mitchell 
who was a carpenter by trade. He and Neil McLeod 
built the Victoria Presbyterian church. The only de
scendants of Andrew Mitchell are two nieces, Jessie 

Mrs. M. Good, and Elizabeth Mrs. 1. Little. 
Jacob Williams came from fifty miles north of 

Montreal and settled on the NE V4-34-14-2E in 1880. 
His two sons, Tom and Arthur and two daughters, 
Jennie and Mary Helen attended Victoria school until 
Good Hope school was built. 

Also among the early settlers was G. E. Peach, 
who with his wife and family came from Carbonear, 
Newfoundland, and settled on NE V4-4-1S-2E. Later 
his son, Harry took over the farm and is still living 
there. 

The Dawson Trail and Early Days of 
Balmoral 
by James Barbour 

(This story was published in The Stonewall Ar
gus November 26, 1952. Permission has been given 
by Gordon Barbour, his son, to include it in this 
history of the municipality.) 

In the year 1854 my father, James Barbour, and 
mother, Marion, shortly after their marriage in Kil
marnock, Scotland, booked passage on a sailing ship to 
America, the trip taking one month to reach New 
York. Father worked there for a couple of years at his 
trade as a tanner and a leatherfinisher. Then he de
cided to establish his own business in a village called 
Kleinburg, then starting up among the big pine 
stumps 20 miles north of Toronto. 

During the 18 years spent in Kleinburg my broth
er John and I were born. In my ninth year things 
began to happen. I would hear people talking about 
leaving their homes and moving to Manitoba, getting 
cheap land and starting farming. Soon I heard Dad on 
the same subject land for his two boys. Before 
long Father sold his business and our good home, and 
the packing was on tools, toys, household effects 
- all consigned to Winnipeg, by the Dawson Trail. 

One afternoon early in September, 1874, we left, 
crossed Lake Superior on an old steamer, and landed 
at Thunder Bay. Now began the rugged Dawson 
Trail, a wagon road 47 miles long to Shebandowan. 
Here, I believe, was our first night's rest. Log cabins 
had been built at stopping places along the trail, the 
comfort of emigrants well provided for. From here 
was some of Canada's grandest scenery. Beautiful 
Shebandowan was our first lake, and the steam tug 
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lugged along boats. From then on it was lakes, rivers 
and portages scores of them - to Rainy Lake. 

Passing along the shores we would often see a 
camp of two or three wigwams, the smoke from the 
camp fires curling among the pine trees, and canoes 
drawn up on the beach. Once, on the lake, we saw a 
dusky maiden, her long black hair decked with an 
eagle's feather thrown over her shoulder, kneeling in 
her canoe, quietly paddling along, letting out her 
fishing line. 

On landing at Fort Frances we found the Indians 
had gathered from far and near, and a big pow wow 
was in full swing. The Squaws were playing their 
form of lacrosse, using two balls fastened together a 
few inches apart on sticks like broom handles. The 
old warriors sat in groups, smoking kinnikinic. From 
the wigwams rang out the familiar Indian chant 
hiyah, hiyah, yaw, in tune with the beat of the drums. 
For the small boy who had played Indian, this gave 
me a thrill I did not forget. 

Turning again to the Dawson Trail, reluctantly 
leaving the Indian pow wow, we were portaged 
around the steep banks down to the river below the 
Falls, and back again into the boat, with a trim little 
steam tug on the cable. We were off on a swell sail for 
around 100 miles down Rainy River and over the 
Lake of the Woods, with something of interest to 
look at all the time. Occasionally we stopped to pick 
up wood for the tug from piles along the banks. We 
crossed the Lake of the Woods in daylight, its lovely 
islands now being among Ontario's favorite summer 
resorts. 

At the finish of our lake trip the horses and 
wagons were brought into action, and we were off on 
the last leg of the journey, 110 miles to Winnipeg, 
miles of corduroy road, just big trees placed close 
together on the muskeg. 

Coming out on the prairie we saw the first prairie 
chicken, the plump little bird so soon after to deco
rate our oven with a tasty roast. Reaching St. 
Boniface we were taken across the river on a ferry 
barge, and we landed safely on the West side of the 
Red River at the foot of Notre Dame Ave., and the 
end of the Dawson Trail. 

The equipment that came with us to start farming 
consisted of a trotting horse and mare, two bulldogs, 
a Red-wing game cockerel and hen. Dad was never 
fussy about the laying ability of his flock or the table 
quality. He always wanted to have a bird that could 
lick any other rooster that happened to stray into the 
wrong yard. 

We found shelter in a rough lumber building, the 
Royal Hotel, on the river bank close to where we 
landed. It was owned by two recent arrivals from our 
district in Ontario, William Morton, a bachelor, and 



::l< 

<f 
<il 
:2. 
III .., 
.... 
0 

f!J 

\Ij 
7 "-J 
Pi ~ 

~ 
A 
,,Il 

I .... 
P-
<;) 

tJ 

LO 
010 

z 
3: 
~ ~ 

~ 

~I ... 
~ 
"l-

I-- ~ fl 
7- ~ t.t 

Iq !Xl 
7"' if! '"'l 
A ~ A ";) 

IIj Q 
~ { 

~ I.ij .,.. 
<t 'v '2 ':::, \3 I¥ Q!' iif 

:::s IU 3 
(J) j... 

'N 

~ 



Balmoral about 1895. 

James Jefferson. Mrs. Jefferson was just a lovely 
woman. They had two adopted children, Maggie and 
Eddy, both in a short time to be my school mates at 
Balmoral. 

Now began the hunt for the object of our journey 
- the land. Through the assistance of Mr. James 
Grahame and Mr. William Vincent, then residing at 
Victoria, about 20 miles North and West from Win
nipeg, father was successful in securing a half-sec
tion, nowhere in particular, 30 miles North-West 
from Winnipeg, described by the surveyers stake as 
E V2 12-15-lE. Surveying ofland began in 1871, so the 
work was quite new. 

I should mention homesteaders who had arrived 
in the district previously, and about the same time as 
our date, 1874. These were: John Fines, Norris 
Fines, William Holt, William Ashdown, George 
Hyde, James Mitchell, Andrew Mitchell, Allan Bris
tow, Neil McLeod, Martin Shipley, James Jefferson, 
and members of their families. This applied only to a 
few miles surrounding Balmoral. 

In the Spring of 1875 a meeting to organize a 
school district was held at the home of William Ash
down, elder brother of the late 1. H. Ashdown, Win
nipeg. Trustees chosen were: Andrew Mitchell, 
George Hyde and James Barbour. A lot for the school 
was donated by George Hyde, a veteran of the 
Wolseley expedition, and owner of the half-section, 
part of which is now the Village. When the question 
of naming the school district came up my father 
proposed Balmoral, which was accepted. When fa-
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ther came home from the meeting I remember him 
telling mother he had proposed the name Balmoral. 

Now the building of the log school. Co-operation 
was the one thing necessary, and it was all there. No 
by-law, vote or blue prints. With good axe men and 
carpenters the building was soon completed. 

The first social item in Balmoral was a Tem
perance Society, with my brother John as secretary, 
and Miss Fannie Crooks as assistant. Well, soon the 
love light was turned on, and a few years later they 
were married at the Crook's home in Rapid City, 
Man. 

The first place of worship was a little Methodist 
Church one mile West of Balmoral. Its location was 
soon considered unsuitable, but some of the mem
bers objected to it being moved to that unholy place 
where there was so much dancing. However, it found 
its way to the village, and today stands in its place a 
United Church that might well be considered a 
monument to the old-timers whose names may be 
read on head stones scattered here and there in the 
village cemetery. 

The first business enterprise in the village was a 
little log blacksmith shop on the bank: of the creek just 
over the highway from the hall. Built and operated by 
Mr. Alex Scott, the stroke of the hammer on the anvil 
rang out for the first time in Balmoral to keep the 
plow shares in trim that were to tum over the sod, 
commercializing the old hunting ground and prepar
ing for the big machines rolling over the fields today. 

The first store was a small building beside the 



Ashdown home a quarter of a mile South of the 
village. It was soon moved and placed just East of 
Mr. Slater's office, and used as a dwelling. Then Mr. 
Joseph Wells, who was our first merchant, and also 
the first school teacher. He built a store that served 
the district for a number of years. 

In 1881, Mr. Robert Rutherford arrived in the 
village. He was a congenial type and a good mixer. 
He built a snug little hotel, which he later sold to Mr. 
James Skinkle, who proved to be a good citizen, 
always ready to do his part, residing in the village to 
the end of his days. 

In 1883 a miller named George Buckpitt arrived 
to negotiate for the erection of a flour mill, and by 
different ways of bonuses and financing we had a 
fairly good mill operating for a number of years. 
Later, Mr. Buckpitt sold it and moved to the Coast. It 
was not long until modem competition was too much 
for the little mill, and one dark night the sky was 
illuminated, and by morning only the big chimney 
remained standing, which like the deceased old 
man's clay pipe, had quit smoking. Later, the big mill 
stone was rolled out to lay in the grass, where the 
boys and girls circled in playing ring around rosey. 

I wish here to mention an old-timer who was dear 
to the hearts of many a pioneer, namely Dr. Rod 
McDonald, who had been doctor at Stony Mountain 
penitentiary under the pioneer Warden, Col. S. L. 
Bedson. He spent much of his time at Balmoral when 
he retired from the penitentiary staff, and was a man 
who apparently was not interested in a bank account, 
for no matter how cold or long the journey he never 
turned down a call for help, payor no pay. Socially a 
leader, no party was complete without Doc and the 
professional stroke of his violin bow. 

After Mr. Rutherford sold his hotel he went in for 
business in earnest with a general store and up-to
date stock and implement agency. His family got the 
start of their education at Balmoral. Mrs. Rutherford 
was an accomplished pianist and sympathetic neigh
bor. She often visited my mother, cheering her up in 
her declining years. 

The district began to celebrate Dominion Day in 
the early eighties. People would gather from as much 
as 10 to 15 miles around, and some would drive in 
their bullocks to take part in the ox races. The track 
was on the highway, the starting post being a half
mile North and the finishing line near the village. No 
grades or ditches then. The spectators stood on the 
wagons or sat on rail fences like a flock of crows. 
When the horses started the cry would go up "Here 
they come." No bookie was allowed on the track, 
and the betting was regulated by the law of supply 
and demand. 

The crowd would then dwindle over the creek to 
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the village for a full line of sports. Everyone who 
could brought their lunch basket. The refreshment 
stand provided the usual confectionery. Lemonade 
was made in two large oak barrels no bottled soft 
drinks then. A platform was erected for dancing. So 
went a grand day. 

Balmoral is still keeping up this celebration, but 
in place ofthe old wagon, buckboard and top buggy, 
the street is now lined from end to end with the latest 
models of shining motor cars. 

In the summer of 1926, being on a building com
mittee, I was instructed to negotiate the purchase of 
the old school lot from Mr. Clayton Skinkle, as a site 
for a community hall. By the united effort of the 
whole district a fairly large and substantial building 
was erected and paid for. It is now known as the 
Balmoral Memorial HalL But, standing on the old 
log school site, it has for me a double meaning, for it 
includes the beginning in 1875 of education and the 
social life of Balmoral. 

Balmoral Community Hall 
clippings from Stonewall Argus 

This is a news item taken from an Argus of 1926. 
"At a well-attended meeting of Balmoral district, 

held on Saturday afternoon, it was decided to build a 
community hall. A committee of seven was appoint
ed to take steps to proceed. Members of the commit
tee are: Messers W. H. Peacock, Geo. Holloway, 
1. H. Slater, R. Main, W. 1. Barbour, C. R. Chatfield, 
and L. R. Moore." 

The following item appeared in an issue of April, 
1927. 

"There was a large gathering at the formal open
ing of the Balmoral Community Hall on Friday last, 
the building being packed with an enthusiastic au
dience to hear an excellent program given by five 
Winnipeg artists. Mr. W. Inkster made an excellent 
chairman, and Mr. W. C. McKinnell, M.P. gave a 
very witty speech. Mr. 1. H. Slater, Sect.-Treas., 
gave an outline of the community endeavor in getting 
the hall built, and also of the financial standing at the 
present time. The receipts, including admittance and 
lunch, were $165, and as the artists had entered into 
the spirit of the evening and gave their services free, 
nearly all of the receipts will go to the Hall Fund, 
there being only a few small items of expense to be 
taken care of. " 

This write-up appeared in the Stonewall Argus in 
1973. 
Balmoral Hall Extension Officially Opened 

"About 225 people gathered at Balmoral on Sat
urday evening May 5, 1973, to officially open the 
extension and kitchen facilities to their Memorial 
Hall. 



Balmoral Hall Share Certificate. 

A smorgasbord dinner preceded the dancing. 
Gracing the head table were Gerry Ailsbie, Man
power agent, Rev. Rupp, Mrs. Dorothy Brown, 
Reeve L. Fines, Mrs. K. Doan, President of the 
Community Club, and Ray Taplin, chairman of the 
Hall Board and respective wives. 

The former Memorial Room on the west side was 
converted to kitchen space, with the material paid for 
by the Community Club. Cost was $5,000.00 in
cluding labor. 

The 16x60 foot extension on the east side was 
begun before Christmas with volunteer laborers. 

A PEP grant for $6,300 received in January, 
covered the labor done in 1973. A grant from the 
Dept. of Tourism and Recreation for $3 ,000 provided 
material for the extension. 

The overall cost of the kitchen, extension and 
some work done on the original hall is in excess of 
$17,000. Some minor work on coat and check rooms 
is still to be done to complete their project. 

The official ribbon cutting for the kitchen prem
ises was done by Mrs. Dorothy Brown, a long time 
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resident of the district and member of the Communi
ty Club. 

Cutting the ribbon for the hall extension was Mr. 
Wm. McKnight, assisted by Mrs. Edna Fines. 

Music for the dance was provided by Crystal 
Blues from Whitemouth. A profit of exactly $700.00 
was realized from the evening." The building is now 
known as the Balmoral Memorial Centre. 

That Special Picnic 
by Anne Taylor 

Those of us who have memories of the good old 
horse and buggy days will surely think of the annual 
picnics. One in particular stands out in my mind. It 
was the St. John's Church picnic in the district of 
Brant, north west of Stonewall. 

A number of things made this picnic special. It 
was held near a bluff just across the road from the 
long lane leading to our farmyard. It was the strange 
things that happened that day that are so memorable. 

The men congregated at the site the day before. 
They took turns putting up the stand and long table. It 



was cool in the shade of the trees or sitting on a log 
talking politics, taxes, when the railway would come 
through or gossiping; good healthy companionship. 

It was different for the women. They were at 
home in a hot kitchen baking for the picnic. Each one 
usually baked three or four things; cookies, tarts, 
pies or a cake and a batch of bread for sandwiches. 
There was the ham to boil and the eggs to hard boil 
for filling. 

The amount of dry firewood required to keep the 
oven hot made the whole house almost unbearable 
and there would be children underfoot. I was five 
years old, my sister seven; then there was a brother 
who was three and a baby. We all wanted to get in the 
act. 

I'll always remember how patient mother was. 
We were delegated to keep the wood box full. Mother 
told my little brother to pick one nice stick. However 
he tripped and skinned his knee quite badly. She took 
time to comfort him, clean the wound and put a 
bandage around the knee. Then she put some cookies 
on a plate and put them and a jug of cold milk from 
the pump house on a little table under a tree where 
she could watch us from the window. 

Mothers' specialty was ginger beer. The next 
morning she ladled it from the big crocks into the 
stoneware jugs and put them in tubs of cold water 
from the well. Dad went up to the attic to get the little 
tin trunk. He scrubbed it out and put it in the sun to 
dry. 

After breakfast he went to the barn to do the 
chores while mother made a big pile of egg and ham 
sandwiches and cleaned up the kitchen. My sister 
was counting the pennies and nickles and dimes that 
we had collected. It seemed like a lot of money to me. 

After lunch mother put all the picnic stuff out on 
the table. The cake looked beautiful. It was iced in 

. white and there was a frill of pink near the top and 
little pink flowers. Mother helped me get dressed 
while my sister helped my little brother. Then while 
mother was dressing the baby and herself she told me 
to guard the table. It was a tough job. 

Soon all the food and tableclothes and teatowels 
and salt and pepper shakers and sugar bowls and 
knives and forks and spoons were packed in the 
trunk. The big tin kettle and a teapot and tea and 
sugar and sealers full of fresh cream wrapped in news 
paper were in a box and cream cans full of water were 
ready at the back door. 

We were taking the wagon as we were so close to 
the grounds and could take the extra things needed. 
Soon dad had hitched up Kate and Paul and every
thing at the back door was loaded and we were on our 
way. 

All of a sudden mother said, "We've forgotten 
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the ginger ale." My dad yelled "Whoa" and the 
horses stopped so suddenly that we fell in a huddle. 
The baby started to cry but the rest of us started to 
laugh. 

Mother said, "The start of a perfect day". 
Dad said, "Don't count your chickens before 

they're hatched" . 
It was a long time before I understood what that 

meant. It only took us a few minutes to reach the 
picnic grounds. Dad left the wagon near the table. 
Then he told us to wait while he unhitched the horses 
and tied them to a tree farther away. 

Then he said "Come along. I want to show you 
the good stand we made" . 

It was certainly a fancy affair. The men had 
driven four long posts in the ground for the four 
corners. Then they had nailed wide boards from post 
to post till the sides were waist high. Then they had 
nailed boards around the top for a counter top. They 
had put poles across the top and laid young leafy 
poplar branches over them to make a shady roof. 

Joey Inkster and Eva Brady and some of the men 
were putting candies and chocolate bars and fruit and 
all kinds of other goodies into boxes on the counter 
and at the back was the ice cream and lemon 
lemonade and ginger ale that dad had brought over 
from the wagon. 

He bought us some ice cream and then he took 
my sister and brother over to watch him play "horse 
shoes". Mother took the baby and me over to watch 
the football game. We were sitting on the grass and 
people kept passing and stopping to talk to mother. 

We knew nearly everybody because the post of
fice called Strathewen was in our house before the 
railroad was built. On mail day the ladies would hitch 
up a horse to the buggy and drive over for the mail. 

They would tie the horse to a tree at the back door 
and have a cup of tea with mother while they dis
cussed and exchanged books and had a good gossip. 
In the winter time the men usually came in a sleigh or 
cutter. Sometimes the whole family came and spent 
the evening. 

With all this talking mother forgot to watch the 
football. It hit me on the head and knocked me out. 
When I came to there were people staring down at 
me. When I sat up some of them started to laugh; 
some of them looked as though they were going to 
cry. 

Mother and dad carried me over to the shade of a 
tree. They were very worried about me. I wanted to 
run in the race with the five year aIds. My pleading 
was in vain but dad went over to the stand to get some 
ice cream for me. 

The ladies were very worried because it began to 
look like rain. They had set the table and all the food 



looked so beautiful, especially the cakes and vases 
full of wild flowers. 

My dad was looking after my brother and the 
baby. I was with my sister. It looked so much like rain 
that the ladies told the children to find a place at the 
table. 

The children made a mad dash to find a good 
place. Two of them started to fight. One said, "You 
Massy Harris pig." That sounded funny to me be
cause my dad had a Massey Harris plow. 

The mothers were very cross with us. They made 
us walk away from the table and then walk to the table 
again properly. The trouble was that I had my eye set 
on a lovely white cake with a pink frill and pink rose 
buds. But we ended up in front of a chocolate cake. 

However, a funny thing happened. After a while 
a lady came along and switched cakes. My favourite 
cake was put right in front of me. It was nearly all 
gone but we had a taste of it anyway. 

Suddenly it got quite dark. A big black cloud was 
over us and the rain came pouring down. The storm 
was so sudden that there was no time to do anything 
about the food. The parents were trying to get their 
children under the table but everyone was soaked. I 
was scared and felt like crying when I saw the icing 
running off the cakes onto the tablecloth. 

My mother passed me to dad and shouted, "Take 
her home as fast as you can. Dry her off and get her 
into bed. We'll come home in the wagon. There are 
lots of people to help me" . 

Dad swung me up on his shoulders and piggy 
backed me all the way home down that long lane, 
running all the way. It was raining so hard that you 
could scarcely see the fence posts. My hands were so 
wet that dad had to hold on to my wrists to keep me 
from slipping. 

When we got home he pulled off my clothes and 
rubbed me down with a towel and tucked me into 
bed. I was so tired from excitement that I soon 
became drowsy. 

I awakened with a start when I heard my dad 
shouting at someone at the back door. It was the first 
time I had ever him shout at anyone. 

The next day I asked him why he was so mad. He 
said the minister had driven in to the yard. The horses 
were scared of the storm. He was using the whip on 
them and yanking at the reins and hurting their 
mouths. He said, "No one is going to abuse helpless 
animals while I'm around." 

Northern Rockwood History 1880-1980 
submitted by Mr. Nordin 

It was the people, whether they settled early in 
the southern portion of Rockwood, or later in the 
northern portion, all shared the same struggle in 
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eking out an existence, and all contributed in equal 
measure to the successful development and growth of 
this great area. In addition, the finest qualities of 
exemplary citizenship regardless of the ethnic group 
to which they belonged, has been ajoint contribution 
from folk of varied cultures and differing back
grounds in their country of origin. How fortunate 
Rockwood has been in this respect! 

Let me insert here some personal reminiscences 
of my own life in the north west portion of Rock
wood, namely NE l4 28-16-lE (5 miles west of Teu
Ion) where my parents Mr. and Mrs. P. O. Nordin 
homesteaded in 1904. As a young lad at the outbreak 
of World War I, I was intrigued by our neighbour's 
ingenuity in building home-made lime kilns and 
hauling the lime to Teuion where David Wood, a 
prominent merchant of that day, paid 1 cent a pound 
for the product. One of these neighbours Carl 
Lundgren, who lived 3 miles south of the Nordin 
farm was ably assisted by his stalwart sons Albin and 
Leaven in keeping the 5 day kiln fires burning but 
also supplying many residents even as far south as 
Stonewall with cordwood. A price of $1.50 was com
mon according to Albin Lundgren who spent his last 
years in the Town of StonewalL Like many other 
aggressive folk in this area west of Teulon and north 
of Gunton the Lundgrens didn't miss any chance, 
even through hard labor, to make an extra dollar. It is 
interesting to note in passing that Lawrence 
Lundgren, a son of Albin, still farms in Rockwood on 
NE 1-13-lE a few miles south of StonewalL 

The receding waters of Hugh Lake Agassiz left 
other important legacies besides that of the limestone 
belt. Reminders of the historic lake are to be found, 
too, in the long ridges of sand and gravel crisscross
ing through lower Rockwood and beyond from Fort 
Garry (later Winnipeg). These later became the trails 
followed by several ethnic groups including English 
speaking Ontario immigrants who in the decade 
1870-1880 came as individuals or in parties 
organized by themselves. According to that well 
known Manitoba historian, Prof. W. L. Morton, 
these settlers who came from the region around 
Southampton, Ontario, "struck northwest across the 
prairies to Stony Mountain and its surrounding lime
stone ridges and oak bluffs." 

Interesting to note, too, is the fact that "The 
Manitoba Weekly Free Press" reported on May 22, 
1875, regarding this unique "and interesting attempt 
at planting a colony of British settlers in Manitoba". 
It is a matter of record that the "men left the women 
folk and household goods in Winnipeg then set out 
on the trails to mark their location. When one was 
found to their liking they returned to Winnipeg for 
families and outfits and with horse team or oxen and 
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wagon box covered with canvas, set out for the 
homestead" . 

The Ontario immigration was almost the only 
movement of British settlers into the province from 
1871-1874. However, several members of the 
Wolseley expedition, who had come to Manitoba to 
help during the problems when Manitoba joined 
Confederation in 1870, decided to remain as settlers. 

Another British group had come to Assiniboia as 
Selkirk settlers in 1812, and the years following. The 
original grant extended through a large portion of the 
Interlake even beyond latitude fifty-two degrees and 
then westward to Lake Winnipegosis. Therefore the 
area we now know as Rockwood Municipality once 
formed a part of this huge Selkirk grant and several 
descendants of these settlers still live on the original 
lands in the Stonewall and Balmoral districts. 

These three groups of British settlers had the 
effect of weighing down the balance in favor of the 
English tongue and the Protestant faith. More impor
tant, they brought to the Rockwood area strong at
tachments to democratic parliamentary institutions, 
their ability and experience in instituting municipal 
government as well as their knowledge and skills in 
trade commerce and industry. 

In addition to the Ontario immigrants and other 
English settlers who followed the ancient Agassiz 
trails referred to above, into Rockwood, one must not 
overlook the Ukranians and other ethnic groups. In 
spite of the Homestead Act of 1871, which made 
possible free land ownership of 160 acres, there ap
parently was not too great a rush before 1900 of 
immigrants into Rockwood and the Interlake. In fact 
the population at Confederation, 3,500,000 included 
less than 10% of ethnic groups apart from the British 
(2,101,946) French (1,082,940) and German (202,-
000). However the census figures for June 1977, 
(Canada One Hundred), show our Canadian popula
tion at 23,291,000 and of these some 27 per cent is 
neither English nor French origin. More than 180 
foreign language publications are produced regularly 
in Canada today in 27 different languages. 

The first Ukrainian settlers before the railway 
reached Teulon (1898) trekked from Stonewall in a 
north and northeast direction to Teulon and thence to 
Pleasant Home where a considerably sized colony 
was established. This was just the beginning of a 
migration of these sturdy and valuable pioneers who 
wrestled against extreme hardships often on sub
marginal lands yet through industry and dedication 
they won out. 

How valuable these immigrants were to Rock
wood with quarries and railway building cannot be 
over-estimated. By 1901 Ukrainians and Poles num
bered over 5,000 in Western Canada. In the first 
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decade and a half of the new century largely due to 
the extension of the railway from Stonewall to Teulon 
in 1898 and to Komarno in 1907, the stream of 
Ukrainians became a veritable flood and "their num
bers by 1913 had reached 75,000 in Western Cana
da". No doubt Rockwood received its full share of 
these industrious pioneers. In this connection it is 
interesting to note in the "Canada Handbook" that a 
recent census tabulation (1971) "of these ethnic 
groups in the City of Winnipeg has the Ukrainians as 
the largest group (64,310) apart from the British 
(232,130) the Germans 62,000, French 46,200, Pol
ish ,915, Scandinavian 17,530, out of roughly a 
total population near 550,000." Undoubtedly the 
predominance of Ukrainians, Polish and even Scan
dinavians would substantiate the fact that these 
groups particularly the Ukrainians, flocked by the 
hundreds into Rockwood and the Interlake at the turn 
of the century and later retired to Winnipeg to be near 
their next of kin, and descendants. Today, Ukrainians 
are the fourth largest group in Canada. 

In Rockwood as in other parts of Western Cana
da, the overwhelming majority were from the farm
ing and labouring classes in their former homelands 
mostly in southwest Russia or Ukraine. Briefly, most 
came here to escape from intolerable conditions
famine over-population and tsarist programs with 
their lack of political freedom. Little wonder then, as 
Dr. A. J. Hunter puts it in his book '~ Friendly 
Adventure", trainload after trainload came into the 
vast wilderness of northern Rockwood and beyond in 
the early part of this century," Being willing work
ers' too, "they accepted with determination and even 
enthusiasm the privations, isolation and sacrifices 
necessary to acquire a piece of land that, for the first 
time in their lives they could really call their own." 
Besides the part these settlers played in heavy con-. 
struction, notably railway and road building and land 
improvement, was no small achievement. 

It should be noted here that the Ukrainian settle
ment of Pleasant Home fanned out in many direc
tions north westerly towards Komarno and northward 
from there to Malonton, Fraserwood and Meleb and 
westward along the provincial road 229 to Inwood. 
In travelling through this region one can still see 
remnants of snug sod covered log buildings with their 
unique stone ovens nearby, not forgetting the many 
fine imposing churches with their domed spires. 

Today the Ukrainian Canadians, descendants of 
the original settlers are in leading positions in our 
Legislatures and in the medical, agricultural and 
teaching professions. The writer recalls that in 1920, 
1921, and 1922 there were several "train boys" from 
the Ukrainian communities east and north of Teulon 
who as many of us did, secured their high school 



education in Teuion. Many of us, at times stayed at 
"The Boys Home" founded by Dr. Hunter in 1912. 
What a treasure it is for us graduates today to carry 
the memory of Dr. Hunter and his selfless efforts on 
our behalf, Principal, H. D. Cumming, and the great 
horticulturist Dr. David Brown (who taught at Teu
lon, Gunton and Balmoral in the early 20's)!! 

Included among the Ukrainian and Polish Cana
dians who after graduation served their adopted land, 
Canada, with honor and distinction are: Dr. Willaim 
Chepil (agricultural scientist), Dr. Peter Droh
omoreski (famous eye surgeon at John Hopkins), Dr. 
George Dragon, Dr. Len Shebeski, son of Polish 
immigrants who was dean of Agriculture for the 
University of Manitoba for some ten years before his 
retirment a few years ago. 

In addition, Norwegians, Swedes and Danes-also 
settled in the Interlake. The Norwegians numbering 
in Canada about 150,000 are the largest of our Scan
dinavian groups. Along with the Swedes and Danes 
they have all shown vigorous qualities. Indeed, all 
the Scandinavians were men and women noted for 
integrity, industry and intelligence who made defi
nite and worthwhile contributions to Canada. Like 
other European countries, these countries were ex
tremely poverty stricken in the latter half of the 19th 
century. In fact they soon became aware that the 
physical resources were simply inadequate to 
provide a living for all. One result of this condition 
was a mass exodus to Canada and the United States. 
In fact by 1914, more than a million Swedes had 
settled in America, with close to 100,000 settling in 
Canada - the Norwegians even exceeded this num
ber (as we have stated above). The immigration, 
which had been regarded in Norway and Sweden as a 
safety valve, had become by the tum of the century, 
an alarming loss to both these northern European 
nations. In fact they lost as it were, "the cream ofthe 
crop" as upwards to 75% of their young men and 
women migrated to the New World. But their loss 
was Canada's gain. Many Manitoba districts, Hill
top, Minnedosa, Scandinavia, Erickson and Teulon, 
were all fortunate in having these Scandinavians as 
pioneers. The districts of McFarlane, Norris Lake 
and Westerham in the northwest portion of Rock
wood, west and northwest of Teulon, were all settled 
by them from 1898 to 1910. 

The Colonization road built shortly after the rail
way reached Teulon, and stretching north west of 
Teulon towards Norris Lake and Inwood eased the 
travel considerably of incoming Scandinavian set
tlers into this part of Rockwood. One of the earlier 
groups secured homesteads in the area around Cres
cent Lake (sec 36-16-lE) in the year 1898. Among 
those settlers were: Axel Anderson, Peter Berglund, 
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Martin Halvorson, Fred Johnson, Severin Johnson, 
Olaf Lofoing, A. Nordquist, John Nordstrom, Fred 
Nelson, Hans Olson and Richard Olson. 

It was not easy for these early Swedish settlers to 
make a living in a stubborn stony area cut up by 
numerous swamps and sloughs which stretched for 
miles in every direction. Mere mud and gravel trails 
substituted for the sturdier roads we know today. 
Often they had to wade through water above the knee 
carrying supplies from Teulon - even heavy flour 
bags. 

Yet one has to admire the faith and fortitude of 
these early settlers who succeeded in carving out 
their existence in an almost forbidding area. Dr. 
Hunter of Teulon once remarked that it was not an 
exaggeration to state that many settlers in northern 
Rockwood "were fortunate to handle $200.00 cash a 
year" . 

The first group mentioned above who settled 
around Crescent Lake were followed by other home
steaders who in the first decade of the new century 
pushed along the colonization road to the region 
around Norris Lake in Township 17-lE. This latter 
group lived about 4 miles north of the Crescent Lake 
settlers and became real neighbours to them. Natural 
kind assistance, not to mention sociability and fel
lowship, well sprinkled with a caring concern for one 
another helped to ease the many hardships they expe
rienced. The building of Norris Lake School on 
nearby section 11, in 1904, and the construction of the 
Swedish Baptist Church in 1912, were joint com
munity projects. Both illustrated zeal and yearning 
for the best in education and spiritual growth. Rev. 
Peter M. Meyer, a sincere and dedicated Christian 
pastor, served this church, not only as a skilled car
penter in its construction, but as the "spiritual leader 
until 1917 and later in 1946-49 prior to his retire
ment. " He shared and served the life of the settlers in 
so many aspects. 

Eddie Nordstrom, older son of John Nordstrom, 
both of whom have now passed to their reward, in 
referring to William Emsell, the first Norris Lake 
teacher, and Rev. Meyer, made the remark, "How 
could we ever forget these inspired people who be
came everyone's friend at a time of need"? 

The contribution and influence of these two men 
were also shared by Swedish settlers in the West
erham district about 5 miles west and a mile south of 
Teulon. Mr. Emsell, after a few years teaching in 
Norris Lake, became the first teacher in Westerham 
in 1908. Mr. Meyer, too, conducted several church 
services in the school. 

The settlers themselves experienced the same 
hardships as their compatriots in this part of Rock
wood but threads of joy are intermingled with the 



difficulties. Somehow they were able to wrest a liv
ing from the land where rocks, swamps and oak 
stumps were in plentiful supply. The writer recalls 
that some one hundred sizable rock piles were strewn 
over his father's home quarter! (Sec. 1, 28). One 
redeeming feature were the luscious raspberries 
which thrived in the shade of the rocks and provided 
some 50 to 100 quarts of delicious preserves for 
winter use. These and other wild fruits along with 
wild game and home garden produce, all helped to 
keep the larder well stocked! 

Interestingly enough all these Westerham Scan
dinavians have moved on or passed on. The new type 
of settler-ranchers, and some week-end farmers, 
have taken over. Charlie Bjork and his sister Selma, 
were the last of the earlier settlers to move out in 
1973. Both live in retirement in Teulon. 

In the very north western part of Rockwood in Tp. 
17-lE and nearer to Inwood, two other groups of 
Swedish and Norwegian settlers settled. McFarlane 
School built in 1910, served one group, and Carls
borg School built in 1915 on the Meridian line (NE 
1-17 -1 W) served more settlers on the Rockwood side 
than those from Woodlands. Both schools especially 
McFarlane, were centres for church services before 
the Norris Lake church was built. Community con
certs and the old time favorite box socials were fre
quently held. In fact, several of the schools -
Westerham, Norris Lake, McFarlane, Carlsborg 
would join together in sponsoring social events. Both 
Carlsborg and McFarlane schools have closed their 
doors and have been included in the Teuion districts. 
Among the few descendants of these Swedish pi
oneers who still live on the original homesteads in the 
area are: George and Freda Eskilson, and the Enberg 
brothers, Emil and Albin. These are among the few 
descendants today who remain on their parents' 
homesteads in the McFarlane area. Farther east and 
south of Norris Lake, the vast majority of Swedish 
settlers have also either passed on or moved out. The 
Arling Olson family, and Harry Olson are excep
tions, and they still occupy the original land (or 
nearby) settled by their parents. 

Another prominent and numerically strong (third 
largest in Canada) group are the Germans. Over a 
million members of this racial group make up the 
population of Canada today. In fact as recent as the 
decade "1950-1960 some 250,000 German imigrants 
arrived - a figure exceeded only by Italians and 
British." With West Germany rapidly developing as 
a leader among industrial nations, these newcomers 
are highly trained, skilled workers. In addition, 
many are found in scattered areas of the Interlake and 
Rockwood in and near Teulon and all can be classed 
as first class settlers. Many, too, are part of our 
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professional group - doctors, lawyers and techni
cians, as well as farmers. 

Ukrainians, Swedes, Norwegians, Danes, Ital
ians, Germans, Poles, Czechs, and Slovaks, British, 
French, Finns and Icelanders all here in Rock
wood, have turned their energies to the establishment 
of our village and towns, the building of roads and 
railways, and most of all, the development of diffi
cult and often unproductive land into a new produc
tiveness. All have contributed to huge projects that 
have characterized the emergence of our munic
ipality as one of the more prominent ones in Man
itoba. We owe much to these hardy souls for their 
multiplicity of contributions and their cultures both 
of which form such an important part of the Canadian 
Mosaic here in Rockwood. As the Stonewall Argus 
of July 9, 1980 in its Centennial Souvenir Edition, so 
well puts it, "These were people who knew how to 
work together with pride in each of the individual 
districts. The early builders built well and what they 
gave us is too precious to waste." May our 200th 
birthday be greeted in this same noble spirit! 

Remember When? 
1. Back in January, 1928 - when the railway 

roadbed was being built the 97 miles from the Pas to 
Flin Flon part of the cold and hungry crew doing their 
bit were none other than three Enberg boys Emil, 
Oscar and Aron, and Ador Gisti, all from McFarlane 
area of north west Rockwood. They still shiver when 
relating the cold walk which took two and a half days 
and as many nights - It was coo I d! - 40° below 
zero!! 

2. Elof Bjork, a pioneer newcomer and home
steader on the NW 28-16-1E decided to do his first 
hunting (1904) on his return from Teulon with gro
ceries. Who should he meet but a pretty little animal 
with striped back, who apparently "rescented" this 
little intrusion into his privacy and retaliated in the 
only way he knew. Fredrika Bjork relates that she had 
to bury his clothes for a week underground, but
"next time I better do the same with "Cubben" 
(Swedish for old man). 

3. In the first decade of our century a jovial, 
short, pipe-smoking Tom Wells toured the coun
tryside, south, west, and northwest of Teulon with 
his well-drilling outfit. He almost spent all winter 
1911-1912 at the P.O. Nordin Westerham farm reach
ing bedrock at 27 ft. and then another 28 ft. through 
solid rock until he reached two rock cavities alive 
with springs which pushed the water level up. The 
well is still functioning pushing out wholesome, rock 
water to this day. 

Incidentally Tom was about 18 when he worked 
on the colonization road about 1900 and folk still 
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remember his excitement on hearing of the invention 
of "the tripper" on the hay rake. Too often we think 
such conveniences were here always. Tom, a real 
entertainer and expert on "willow witchery" died of 
cancer in 1943. 

4. Olaf Lofving, one time farmer and cattle buyer 
in Norris Lake district, went to live in Winnipeg 
about 1920. About 1923, during one of winter's real 
br br- cold spells, this bearded Viking was given an 
enforced rest in hospital after being found wandering 
near death from cold and exhaustion on a city street. 
Authorities identified him as an old age pensioner 
from the Waverly Block. He had but one shoe, his 
feet were frozen, and white beard rimmed with frost. 
He didn't even know his own name, but mumbled 
incoherently, and with his white beard bristling and 
blue Nordic eyes flashing with wrath, he brought 
forth all manner of strange Scandinavian oaths on 
those who kept him in confinement. The Free Press 
of the day reported "he would give no reason for his 
early morning jaunt into the sub-zero cold that 
Wednesday morning" . And when news reporters and 
photographers tried to approach him he simply 
"heaped more hearty and full throated abuse through 
his Viking's beard". It must have been most amus
ing, even if tragic, as all this was in his native tongue 

than lapsed into sulky silence. No one has heard 
what happened since except, "he presumably was 
dismissed from hospital" and his whereabouts are 
still unknown. 
It Really Happened: 

5. Miss Pearl Brock, Westerham School teacher 
in the twenties, was short of pupils for the regular 
Christmas concert. She decided to substitute by 
using community young people, as replacements. 
She even prepared a play "Mother Goose's Christ
mas" with Margot Nordin and Charlie Bjork as lead
ing actors. No one took Pearl Brock seriously so too 
little practice was the result. Margot, who was Mrs. 
Santa forgot the gift for Mr. Santa at home. Charlie, 
as Santa, forgot his whole piece and during the play 
said, "What comes next" - Well Santa takes a 
Snuff! ! The audience was in convulsions with laugh
ter - and one prominent gentlemen even fell off the 
bench on which he was sitting. 

6. Pete Olson, as a very young man, had the 
contract of loading a gravel car on the railroad in 
Bird's Hill gravel pit. To load one carload was a 
heavy day's work. After a typical day, Pete's boss 
asked him to take care of another carload order and 
Pete did this by lantern at night. Young Swedes were 
strong and muscular. 

7. Charles Brustad first lived with the Dick Olson 
family in the Norris Lake district for many years and 
was cook on the railway for years. His greatest pro-
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ject with his famous flute always occured on Christ
mas Eve. He would send the shrill notes across the 
clear frosty air from his specially built balcony, im
personating Santa in a way. Mothers as far south as 
P.O. Nordins, Bjorks, John Berglunds would urge 
their young brood to go out on the step on Christmas 
Eve (sharp at 10 P.M.) to hear Santa's flute". To all 
the throng of youngsters who listened, their big in
quiry, when the notes of the flute had gone, was 
"Where did Christmas go?" Charles Brustad was 
somewhat of a legendary figure for years and to many 
a youngster, a deep mystery! until - ? 

8. On July 31, 1968 the sad news reached out 
from Teulon in every direction. Dr. 1. Murray Good
win, a friend and popular physician for many years, 
had passed away suddenly that date while serving as a 
medical doctor on an Arctic Icebreaker. 

9. Gust Gullickson's (who lost his life in a tragic 
saw accident in 1935) skill as a community speaker 
reached its height at a public meeting in McFarlane 
School. Comparing the Swede's ability to other na
tional groups, he humorously remarked "Swedes 
have done well because they always knew they had a 
lot to learn. Others didn't know that they didn't know 
anything" . 

10. In the late twenties Dr. 1. Murray Goodwin 
used to purchase hay for his drivers from Ole Larson. 
One day the latter couldn't bring the hay in his 
teeth were giving him trouble and double pain. When 
Doc, who doubled as a doctor and dentist, asked Ole 
to open his mouth wide the doctor noted for his 
sense of humour remarked, "Ole, I can see a whole 
load of hay in there". 

II. Mrs. Andrew Hansen, who lived near 
McFarlane School, and who was most skilled in 
needlecraft artistry, exhibited crochet work at St. 
John, New Brunswick in August 1929. She brought 
honor to her district by 

I. Placing first for baby Irish crochet 
2. Also top honors for six doilies (different) 
3. and second prize for lace edging filet pattern 

designed by herself. 
12. Halley's Comet appeared in the western sky 

on May 13, 1910. It was a big display with its bushy 
tail pointing straight up. Just as thrilling and as won
derul a sight as the eclipse of the sun on February 26, 
1979! Halley's comet comes back every 76 years. 
Watch for it in 1986! 

13. Doctor A. 1. Hunter arrived from Toronto 
with his mother in 1902 with extensive university 
training in both medicine and theology. He began his 
work as a medical missionary in Komarno later set
tling in Teulon and served in all directions for a full 
lifetime, passing away in 1940. The original Teulon 
hospital and both the Boy's and Girl's Homes are 



monuments to the work of this dedicated physician. 
Countless native Manitoba trees in the old hospital 
yard stood for years as a reminder of many medical 
"fees" . 

The Nordin Swithjod Ayrshires 
1929-1967 
submitted by Mr. Nordin 

Swithjod Craftsman Reserve Grand Champion at the Red 
River Ex in 1962. 

The SWithjod herd was originally founded by the 
late P. 0. Nordin in 1929 at this Rockwood farm 6 
miles west ofTeulon. In fact, Edwin, the eldest of the 
Nordin brothers, had assisted generously to secure 
the foundation herd. The land itself was very stony 
and broken by swamps which sort of ringed the 
homestead quarter NE 28-16-lE. Needless to say, 
cattle raising was a good bet, with ample pasture and 
hayland. In fact, as the Ayrshire herd grew from the 
original six imports (bred heifers) the Nordins added 
three more quarters of land, NE 27, SW and SE 28 
(more hay and pasture.) 

It is interesting to note that the ancestors of the six 
pedigreed animals which became the foundation 
herd, along with the herd sire Leitchcroft Craftsman, 
and others, came from the famous Strathallen farms 
of H. A. Swartz of Simcoe, Ont. Originally, the 
Ayrshires came from Inverness and Ayrshire count
ies in Scotland. 

The Nordin herd of Ayrshires mUltiplied (some 
50 herd by 1960) and, best of all, retained some of the 
strong blood lines of the original six bred heifers used 
as foundation stock. Victor Nordin, who became 
owner and manager after his father's death in 1942, 
was a proven herdsman. He carried out a well 
planned breeding program, and when illness forced 
him to dispose of his herd in 1967, Dr. Brown, a well
known agriculturalist, remarked, "yours is one of the 
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top herds in Manitoba" and "undoubtedly the largest 
in Rockwood". Victor had firstclass support, in his 
cattle venture, from his brothers Edwin and Helmer, 
who, like Victor, helped their father in making a 
living on the farm. Victor still recalls that April day 
in 1929 when Edwin landed in Teulon with his pre
cious cargo of six Ayrshires on board the Canadian 
Pacific Railway cattle cars. Helmer, who was waiting 
to transfer the cattle to trucks, discovered that the six 
newcomers had no intention of being loaded into 
trucks to bear the insult of further confinement. The 
Nordin boys solved the problem by finding a good 
lead cow and all followed. The brothers walked the 
Ayrshires the six miles to their new home. 

The main source of income, besides judicious 
sales of quality animals, was through the sale of milk 
and some butter and cream. By 1940 Vic had his own 
milk van and delivered milk and cream to practically 
the whole village of Teulon, including the hospital 
and Boys and Girls Homes, hotel, stores, etc. This 
meant the milkhouse, utensils and dairy barn had to 
be scrupulously clean and sterile. One notes with 
pride here: L That records still on file, indicated by 
Health of Animals Branch in Stonewall, showed an 
extremely low bacterial count, 2. as well as a 4% 
average butterfat content. Since the hospital in Teu
Ion accepted the delivery of milk without question, 
much credit must go to Victor, and others, for the 
quality and health standards so consistently main
tained. 

From 1937 to 1967 the Nordin Ayrshires were 
almost regular exhibitors in the dairy classes compe
tition at Brandon, at the Red River Exhibition Win
nipeg, where competition for Ayrshires was not 
available until about 1960. 

Managing and maintaining a pure bred herd is not 
an easy task, but, as the successful placings indicate, 
there was deep satisfaction in all worthwhile accom
plishments. Interesting to note here, is a recent re
mark by brother Vic: "In early forties we got 1O¢ a 
quart for milk and in 1967 we were receiving 24 cents 
per quart. Actually 1O¢ in 1940 was better than 24¢ in 
1967. Milk prices by 1967 lagged far behind the 
rising costs - so much that, in the long run, we were 
better off at 1O¢ in 1940." Another gain, however, 
should be mentioned in closing fellowship of 
other exhibitors and the good sportsmanship dis
played, when that "coarse looking animal beat 
mine." Victor Nordin brought honor and fame for 
his chosen breed to Rockwood as well as all Man
itoba. Today he lives in Brandon, in well earned 
retirement. When Dr. Brown, who is also retired in 
Brandon, visits us two Nordin brothers, that topic 
almost always reverts back to the Golden Age of the 
"Ayrshires" . 



Note: Dr. Brown tells us that the herd name" Swith
jod" must have been claimed from Scotland - no 
doubt the name of some rocky ledge or it matters 
little where as, for the Nordins, especially P. 0. 
Nordin, he was so proud of the name "Swithjod", it 
was used as a prefix title and registered herd name. 

Dr. D. A. Brown, a well known agriculturalist in 
Rockwood and in all Manitoba, retired from Morden 
and Brandon Experimental farms in 1959. 

The Komarno Story 
submitted by Mrs. G. Kowalchuk 

In the early part of this century settlers came from 
the Ukraine and settled in what is now Komarno. A 
Post Office was registered in 1906, then Komarno 
officially got its name. 

The first Post Master was John Nykorchuk. From 
1921 to 1937 A. Kalyn, from 1937 to 1973 A. Monas
ter; from 1973 to the present time A. Oliynek. 

In 1907 the C.P.R. railway was built and in 
1918-1919 a gravel road was built. 

A school was built in 1909. The first trustees were 
John Nazimek, P. Shmegelski, 1. Popovich, and P. 
Slipachuk. 

About 1916 another school was built. Classes 
were taught from grade one to grade 9. Students 
wishing a higher education went to Teulon school. 

In 1958 a three room school was built, with 
classes taught from grade one to grade nine. High 
school pupils went to Teulon. 

The first store was owned by Yakiw Volanski. 
Early store keepers were P. Slipachuk, A. Slipachuk 
1930, A. Kalyn 1921, P. Bodnarus 1935, A. Monaster 
1937, P. Kubrakovich 1942. The P. Bodnarus store 
was later owned by T. Demery and H. Kalynuik. 

In 1950 a barbershop was owned by E. Volkovich 

Church built in 1914. 
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which was later bought by P. Zaluski and served as a 
store and lunch counter. 

Oliynek's Quality Store started in 1949 till the 
present time. 

In 1980 Mike Shalagan bought Alex Monaster's 
store. 

The Komamo Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic 
Church is situated on a five acre piece of land along a 
branch off No. 7 highway in the village of Komamo. 

The first church was built in 1914 by Yakiw Vol
anski as a Roman Catholic church. In 1916 it was 
bought by the Redemptorist Fathers. 

Four miles north of Komarno was a church 
named Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary. It was 
built by the early settlers in 1912 and was the mother 
church of the Ukrainian Catholic settlers for miles 
around. It was known as Komarno Monasterski. The 
first priests that served here were the Basilian Fathers 
in the years 1912-1915. After that the Redemptorist 
Fathers came, they were: A. Delaere, L. Boski, F. 
Boski, Richard Kostenoble, Joseph Hikire, A. Del
forge, A. A. Van Buzen, H. M. Decamp, A. Nerou. 
Komarno was the center, and they served 23 parishes 
in the surrounding area. 

The Redemptorist Fathers lived in a house bought 
by Father Delaire, later other priests that served the 
parishes lived there, till 1935 when a parsonage was 
built closer to the church. In 1935 Bishop W. Laduka 
gave the former home of the Redemptorists Fathers, 
to the Sisters. Shortly after the Sisters taught evening 
classes in Ukrainian and Catechism. In 1937 the 
Sisters opened the home to the aged and cared for 
many senior citizens until the home was closed in 
1961. 

In 1935-36 a hall was built and was used by the 
community as a Club Hall and is still operating at the 
present time. 

In 1937-38 a parish hall was built close to the ~ 

Komarno Catholic church built in 1961. 



1960 Mission. 

Holy Trinity church. It was a centre of many ac
tivities. There were many concerts, plays, weddings, 
dances, dinners and movies, as it was a bigger hall 
than others in the surrounding districts. 

In 1960 Father Steven Kulak, then the parish 
priest of Komarno and surrounding parishes, saw that 
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a new church was needed. He organized the building 
of a new church which was built in 1961. Many local 
people donated their time and money to finance the 
building. The biggest financial help came from the 
Ukrainian Catholic Youth Club which was organized 
by Father Kulak in 1960. 



Post Offices 
Early Post Offices 
by R. W. Rutherford 

When the province of Manitoba and the North
West Territories were formed in 1870 the Canadian 
Government immediately organized a Postal Service 
for the West and by 1871 there were twenty-one Post 
Offices scattered from Emerson and Fort Garry in the 
Eastern side of the Great Prairies, to Edmonton and 
Calgary on the Western side of the prairies in the 
foothills, with a mail service connecting them all on 
at least a weekly basis. In 1871 a new improved 
service from St. Cloud, in Minnesota, was estab
lished to Fort Garry, a distance of 427 miles by stage, 
which took seven days each way. This was the stage 
route which was used by many Easterners to reach 
Fort Garry and the West. Contracts were let to carry 
mail to Calgary and Edmonton by any means avail
able, and the most common conveyance was the 
famous Red River Cart, horseback, and in winter dog 
sleighs were used and always available. 

The Postal authorities in Fort Garry made it 
known that offices would be opened in suitable loca
tions or established settlements and carriers arranged 
to take the mail to such offices. This was the situation 
in Rockwood in 1871, but no one seemed to be ready to 
open such an office. By 1872 there were hundreds of 
settlers all over what is Rockwood and Woodlands 
today, receiving mail in Fort Garry who were many 
miles from that office, and now with the Postal Au
thorities; urge, offices were opened at Oak Point and 
St. Laurent in 1872, because of the Hudson's Bay 
Trading Post and the Roman Catholic Mission, both 
of these in Woodlands Municipality. Offices were 
opened near Fort Garry, in Middlechurch, and Lower 
Fort Garry, but it was in 1873 when the first Post 
Office was opened in the district that was later to be 
part of the Municipality of Rockwood and just near 
the present Village of Stony Mountain and named 
Rockwood, with Mr. John Robinson as Postmaster. 
The mail was served from Fort Garry by Mr. 1. P. 
Matheson as Carrier, and he apparently carried on 
this service until the trains began carrying mail in 
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1880. The service route was operated from Fort Gar
ry Post Office along the Red River to Middlechurch, 
and then across the prairie trail which ran over the 
centre of the hill from which Stony Mountain gets its 
name, to the Robinson farm about a mile north-west 
of the hill. 

The opening of the Post Office was to be great 
convenience to all the settlers already North and 
West of Rockwood and to those who were beginning 
to pour in, in the period from 1873 to 1880. Settlers 
carried each other's mail and the homes of some early 
settlers became well known as convenient spots to 
leave mail to be posted, and to pick up mail which 
would be brought there. Especially remembered 
were the homes of William and John Vincent, and 
James Grahame in the Victoria settlement. 

Settlers from the North going to Fort Garry or 
Winnipeg would pick up their own neighbors' mail as 
they passed the Rockwood Post Office, and thus 
helped each other get their mail more often. 

The next Post office to be opened was at the home 
of Edward McKivor on Section 22, Township 15, 
Range 2, 2 East, in Greenwood, on July 1st, 1875, 
and this became the distributing centre for the new 
settlements which covered Townships 15, 16 and 17 
in Ranges 2 and 3 East. Mr. McKivor also acted as 
the Carrier from Rockwood with a weekly service. 
He remained as Postmaster for six years, but Mr. 
John Wells acted as Carrier for the last two years. 

The next two offices opened were Victoria, with 
Mr. John Vincent as Postmaster and Stonewall with 
Mr. 0. P. Jackson as Postmaster on August 1st, 1878, 
and three more on October 1st, 1879 - Foxton with 
John Campbell Jr., as Postmaster, Balmoral with Mr. 
William Ashdown as Postmaster and Woodlands 
with Mr. Joseph A. Montgomery as Postmaster. All 
these offices, except Woodlands, were serviced from 
Rockwood, and Woodlands was serviced from Baie 
St. Paul. No new offices were opened in Rockwood 
until after the effect of the railroad carrying of mails 
was felt. However, the changes of Postmasters and 
Carriers are quite interesting to note. 



Commencing in the order of the opening of the 
offices, as I have shown, Rockwood Post Office was 
first, with no change of Postmaster or Carrier until 
1880, when the Government Railroad began taking 
mail for all the North country to Stony Mountain and 
Stonewall; then Miss Agnes Savigny was appointed 
Postmistress, and acted until October 1st, 1882, when 
Arthur Perry was appointed and carried on until 
December 1st, 1891, when he was succeeded by 
James C. Stewart until Sept., 1897, when Mr. John 
Gunn was appointed. The mail was daily each way, 
and the three first Carriers were Langton, Arthur 
Perry and 1. C. Stewart, carrying from the C.P.R. 
station to the Post Office. 

Greenwood, the next office, opened July 1st, 
1875. Had Edward McKivor for first Postmaster, 
succeeded by John McIvor, July 1st, 1881; next 
Thomas Bowman, Sept. 1st, 1883; next Mrs. 
Thomas Bowman, June 1905, and finally Mr. George 
Williams, December 1st, 1909 and closed in 1911. 

Victoria opened August 1st, 1878, with Mr. John 
Vincent as Postmaster, succeeded by Chas. Sibbald, 
the same year. Next James Grahame, April 1st, 1879, 
and W. D. Polson, April 1st, 1889, and name 
changed to Wavy Bank; then Cecil Herbert, July 1st, 
1897, then Albert Waterer and James Croy, final 
Postmaster. 

Stonewall was opened August 1st, 1878, by 0. P. 
Jackson, followed by James Drake, Jas. B. Ruther
ford, Mrs. Elizabeth Rutherford, Ira Stratton, in 
order, from 1880 until 1905. Miss Barbara Stratton 
served as Postmistress from April, 1905, to June 
1912, when she was succeeded by Mrs. A. M. Camp
bell, who was still Postmistress when the new stone 
Post Office was built in Stonewall. 

From 1873 to 1880 all mail for these offices was 
handled through Rockwood, now Stony Mountain. 
From November, 1880, when the Railway began 
carrying the mail, Stony Mountain received its own 
mail and all other mails were handled through Stone
wall, with some mail being re-divided and served 
through Balmoral. Like Stony Mountain, the mail to 
Stonewall was tri-weekly in and out of Winnipeg. 

When Balmoral was opened in 1879, William 
Ashdown was both Postmaster and Carrier from 
Rockwood once a week. He only had the office one 
year when succeeded by Joseph Wells, from January 
1st 1881. He died in April, 1884, and was succeeded 
by Robert Rutherford who served until November 
11th, 1911. He was succeeded by Miss Maggie 
Skinkle in November, 1911. 

Foxton, which was opened in 1879, with Mr. 1. 
Campbell Jr., as Postmaster, and also Carrier, from 
Rockwood, was only serviced from there until 1881, 
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when all the mail for Greenwood, Foxton and Bal
moral was handled through Stonewall. 

All the mail services were by contract. The first 
Mail Carrier serving any part of Rockwood was 1. P. 
Matheson, listed as from Kildonan, who entered a 
four year contract to carry the mail from Fort Garry 
to Rockwood weekly, and when Stonewall Post Of
fice was opened he extended the service to Stone
wall. This service he carried on until the trains began 
carrying the mail in Nov., 1880. 

The first extension of Postal service from Rock
wood was to Greenwood. This service was a local 
arrangement among the settlers. When the mail 
would reach Rockwood, all the mail from Victoria, 
Balmoral, Greenwood and Dundas areas was taken 
by some of the Victoria settlers to William Vincent's 
and from there further relayed for the Greenwood 
and Dundas areas to Edward McKivor's in Green
wood, when it was again relayed to John Campbell's 
from where the Dundas people would pick it up. 
From William Vincent's the Balmoral mail would be 
picked up and relayed to William Ashdown's at Bal
moral for the settlers to pick up. 

The principal means of carrying the mail was by 
horseback, and in winter occasionally by dog-sleigh. 
There was no regular Carrier nor service until Green
wood Post Office was opened July 1st, 1875. Edward 
McKivor was the first contractor Carrier, and he 
carried mail for all the Districts North of Victoria 
including Balmoral, but the settlers picked it up at his 
house. 

This Greenwood service was operating three 
years before additional offices and services were 
started. Foxton was the first, Mr. John Campbell Jr., 
the Postmaster and first Carrier, starting in 1879. Mr. 
Campbell only had to pick up his mail at Greenwood 
about six miles away, but for several years he served 
all the country in Township 16, Ranges 2 and 3 East 
and everything north. 

In 1881 Stonewall became the distributing centre 
for nearly all Rockwood mail, and new contracts 
were made for carrying mail. John Wells, of Green
wood, was carrying the mail from Rockwood to 
Greenwood and Foxton in 1880, and became the new 
first Carrier from Stonewall in 1881. While the rec
ords do not show, he very likely carried the Balmoral 
mail as well, for we know it came from Stonewall 
after 1881 and all the services were weekly at first. 
The records show that Mr. Wells was carrying the 
mail by horseback until at least 1882. 

There were still no roads except trails which were 
being made by the settlers. When the trains began 
running to Stonewall, trails over which wagons could 
run were reaching out from Stonewall in every direc
tion, and as mail was coming there every day from 



Winnipeg, many settlers had their mail addressed 
there. New services were started in several offices in 
1883 and 1884. First to Erinview and Woodroyd, a 
weekly service. Mrs. Emma Bell was first 
Postmistress at Erinview, which opened September 
1st, 1884. Mrs. Bell held office until 1889, and was 
followed by F. W. Robertson from 1889 to 1892, and 
by W. H. Mannix in 1893, and finally Mrs. Edward 
Neal who took over on June 1st, 1894, and held office 
until June, 1917. Woodroyd was opened in 1884 also, 
with Mrs. Thos. Cook as Postmaster, and this office 
was held by several different people, of whom we 
have no record. The first service was from Stonewall 
weekly, and the first contractor William McKenzie. 
As time went on, Oswald Post Office was opened, 
also Strathewan, both offices being serviced at the 
same time as Erinview, and several years later (1894) 
the service was extended a further eight miles to 
Prestwood, a new office along the East side of upper 
Shoal Lake. The first Postmaster was Frank Ward, 
who operated until Feb., 1896, when the name was 
changed to Monar, and William Collie appointed 
Postmaster. In 1900 the name was again changed to 
Loch Monar. There were three changes of Postmas
ters, first Gordon, then R. D. Stewart and Mrs. 
Gladys Stewart. 

The service was continued from Stonewall until 
after the Canadian National Railway line was built to 
Inwood, after which the Oswald and Strathewan of
fices were closed. New offices were opened at 
Elkhart, Argyle and Inwood, the offices at Wood
royd and Erinview were moved to the railroad village 
sites and all were served from Winnipeg. Most of the 
services were on a tri-weekly basis. 

Just after the Erinview mail service was started 
Mr. McKenzie gave up the contract and it was taken 
over by Arthur J. Bell, who in addition to carrying 
the mail, operated a stage, and the mail contract was 
taken over by Donald Gunn in 1894. 

After the railroad reached Stonewall and re
mained a branch line terminus, several attempts were 
made to have the railroad extended West and North 
so as to help open up the country and provide better 
mail service, but the only change to take place for 
some time was the extension of the weekly mail 
service to Balmoral to a three times per week service, 
which lasted from 1884 until Oct., 1898, when the 
train daily mail service started. 

In 1882 there were three separate mail deliveries 
from Stonewall to the North, E.S. Thomas delivering 
to Wavy Bank; John Wells to Greenwood and Foxton 
and Joseph Wells to Balmoral. Attempts were made 
to have these offices all served by one Carrier at the 
same time, but no changes were made until 1884. At 
this time, on the death of Mr. Joseph Wells, the 
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Balmoral Post Office was taken over on August 13th, 
1894, and operated from the Kuhn store by Robert 
Rutherford, who had built a Hotel in Balmoral and 
started operating a tri-weekly stage to Stonewall. A 
new office was opened (called Pleasant Home) on the 
farm of James Madill on the Southwest of Section 1, 
Township 17, Range 2 East, which called for a Car
rier. A new deal was then made whereby all mail for 
Greenwood, Foxton and Pleasant Home was carried 
from Stonewall to Balmoral tri-weekly, and then 
delivered by Carrier from Balmoral to the three of
fices on Friday of each week. Tenders were called, 
and Mr. Rutherford became the Carrier from Stone
wall as well as to the other offices. 

Efforts were made to extend to three mails a week 
from Balmoral to the other three offices, but the 
Postal Department would not agree, claiming there 
was not enough maiL 

Mr. Madill, who became Postmaster in 1884 re
mained in the Post Office until the railroad came to 
Teulon and for some time after. The train came to 
Teulon in 1898 and the Post Office there opened right 
after, but the mail service from Balmoral to Green
wood, Foxton and Pleasant Home kept going until 
1902, when the Foxton and Pleasant Home service 
was changed to Teulon. Greenwood continued until 
1911, when the office closed. Gunton became the 
main office for most of Greenwood, a few changed to 
BalmoraL In 1906 Foxton closed, and Pleasant 
Home closed temporarily. The Balmoral Post Office 
was in charge of Robert Rutherford from Aug. 1884, 
until November, 1911, a total of 27 years, 3 months. 
He also carried the mail from Stonewall and Bal
moral from 1884 to 1898, and the Greenwood, Fox
ton, Pleasant Home, from 1884 to 1902. In addition, 
he carried the mail from the C.P.R. Station in Bal
moral to the Post Office from 1898 to 1911. 

During the period from 1895 to 1902 the Ukrai
nian settlers began coming to the Pleasant Home 
district. Several hundred families settled there and 
received and sent large quantities of mail. You can 
imagine how eager these people were to receive 
letters and mail from their former European home. It 
was quite an experience to be at Pleasant Home when 
the mail arrived. None of the Europeans could talk 
English, and at first neither Mr. nor Mrs. Madill, nor 
any of their famil y, could speak or read Ukrainian, or 
Polish, or any of the new settlers' languages. Shortly 
after these new settlers arrived, Mr. Madill added a 
small store to his house and Post Office, hoping to 
develop some business and he did. Interpreters were 
secured from time to time and in a few months, Mrs. 
Madill, who managed the office and store, became 
quite expert in her dealings with the newcomers. The 
younger group were very eager to learn English and 



helped their parents and Mrs. Madill with the many 
letters, papers and parcels that were coming to them 
from Europe. The mail was quite heavy to Pleasant 
Home for at least two years after Teulon Post Office 
was opened and until Komarno was opened; then the 
majority of the new settlers used the new offices, and 
Pleasant Home was closed. 

As well as operating his stage from Balmoral to 
Stonewall tri-weekly and the mail to Pleasant Home, 
Mr. Rutherford operated a stage there and many 
Fridays for the first ten years or more there would be 
a wagonload of passengers, and many times extras 
were used. The pay for carrying the mail was poor, so 
the pay for hauling passengers was well appreciated. 
Many passengers would use the mail stage both 
ways, and if going South would stay in the Balmoral 
Hotel overnight and continue to Stonewall the fol
lowing day to catch the train to Winnipeg. The trails 
were very difficult, there were so many sloughs and 
holes to cross. The trails followed ridges as much as 
possible. The trail from Stonewall after leaving the 
Village swung east to cross the Turner farm to near 
where the present railway runs, then North through 
the Nels Siddons farm, then back to the West through 
Mr. John Good's farm, and followed the road al
lowance up to near Balmoral, where it did some 
turning to avoid the creek. Several roads and trails 
were used to go to Greenwood, Foxton and Pleasant 
Home, There was a trail from Balmoral Village that 
ran in a northeasterly direction, crossing Mr. An
drew's farm, Sam Storey's and William Martin's; 
then it turned east on a trail that went through the 
bush (which was heavy timber in those days) and 
came to John McKivor's farm. From there to Green
wood was mostly prairie and east to make. 

Going then to Foxton was mostly prairie, with 
lots of water and holes to cross, and no road straight. 
From Foxton the trail went east for two miles across 
the Cook and Beckstead farms, then in a northerly 
and easterly general direction to Pleasant Home. The 
trails crossed fields all the way and hardly followed 
road allowances. Several bridges were built by set
tlers. On Thomas Campbell's and William Boyd's 
farms were the first ones. Another on G. U. White's 
and Andy Miller's before reaching Pleasant Home. 
However, it was only a few years until road al
lowances were opened, and in most cases these were 
followed by the Mail Carriers. In the winter the trips 
would be made through the wooded country. There 
was a very fine bush road to follow from two miles 
East of Balmoral almost all the way to Pleasant 
Home. 

When Mr. Rutherford first contracted to carry the 
mails he made the first trips himself, but during the 
years many well-known oldtimers at some time or 
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other drove the mail and stage both to Stonewall and 
Pleasant Home. While there is no record of different 
drivers, my memory and that of a few old-timers 
recall such names as Walter Wells, Joseph Highton, 
James Robertson, Thomas Rutherford, Samuel 
Storey, Andy Robertson Jr., Thomas Lauder, Henry 
Howman, Hugh Comrie, William Wells, Fred Gen
tles, Fred Rumsey, Andy Jeffery, Robert Lockhart, 
Henry Galbraith, Frank Seymour, Dan McLaren, 
Albert Foulston, and many others, and R. W. Ruther
ford was the last one to drive the mail to Pleasant 
Home the last two years of the service. 

For over seventy years all the mail for this North 
Country has been served by the Railway, and in the 
last five years this has all been changed to Motor 
Truck. It surely is a new world we are living in! 

We began our mail services with individual car
riers. This, in turn gave over to the carrying of mail 
with dog teams, on horseback and later with horses 
and vehicles. Then we have the trains, which are still 
carrying mail and these are rapidly giving way to 
Truck Carriers, motor vehicles and the airplane and 
in the lifetime we are recording in this story, we have 
seen them all! 
NOTE: Much of the above material was obtained by 
Howard A. Miller, a former Rhodes scholar and 
retired civil servant at Ottawa. He was born near 
Teulon. 

Teulon Post Office 
by A. M. Slater 

The first post office in Teulon was opened in 
Wm. McKenneIl's store on September 1, 1899 with 
Mr. McKennell being postmaster until June 1901. At 
this time, the mail was brought in on the train three 
times a week. Much later, it came daily. 

The next postmaster was George B. Hughes. The 
post office was transferred to his store from June 1901 
to June 1903. 

The next to take over being postmistress was 
Mrs. Mary Martin, and the post office was then 
transferred to her home. She served from June 1903 
to May 1927, at which time her son Peter Martin, 
became postmaster. He had the post office in what is 
now known as Ernie's Plumbing store, on the corner 
of Main Street and 3rd Avenue. He held this position 
until August 1943. 

Lloyd Larkin then became postmaster and took 
over the same building. During this time, the inside 
of the building was expanded making it into a larger 
more modern office. Lloyd served until November 
1958. 

The post office building in Teulon has always 
been privately owned. The mail for many of the 
above years was brought over from the train by 



wheelbarrow in summer and hand sleigh in winter. 
Some of the people who were carriers of the mail to 
and from the trains were Mr. and Mrs. Jack Favel, 
Clara and Henry Gillespie, and David Buskell. The 
mail came in on the train at about 6:00 P.M. from 
Winnipeg; the out going mail on the morning train at 
about 8:30 a.m back to Winnipeg. This was a daily 
service. The wicket at the post office for many years, 
was opened for awhile in the evenings. There was 
probably about 200 boxes, these being of a combina
tion lock type. A new post office was built in 1956 on 
3rd Avenue, privately owned by a Mr. Chambers, 
later sold to Lome Ferley who is the present owner. 

Mrs. Kay Madill became acting postmistress the 
latter part of 1958 until July 9, 1959 when Arnold 
Slater became postmaster until retirement age Sep
tember 14, 1977. Mrs. Irene Grant then became act
ing postmistress until the appointment of Tom 
Kirkup in November 1977. 

In about 1956 the mail service was changed to 
truck service, being done by contract. One of the first 
drivers was Dave Jackson of Stonewall, Manitoba. 
The mail was picked up in Winnipeg, delivered to all 
post offices along PTH 7 to Arborg and brought back 
their out-going mail. This was a daily service. The 
mail for Inwood, Sandridge, Narcisse, Chatfield, 
Poplarfield, Broad Valley, Fisherbranch, and Hodg-
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son was left at Teuion being picked up by "Tiny" 
Link of Hodgson, twice a week. At this time, Jim 
Crawford picked up Erinview's mail at Teulon. After 
their post office closed down, the residents received 
their mail at Teuion and Inwood. 

In the early 1960's, the route was changed- one 
driver doing the complete route, thus giving daily 
service to all the post offices from Winnipeg to 
Hodgson making a complete circle. Other drivers for 
this route, over the years, were Clarence Erickson 
and Bob Schrieber. 

In 1974 the route was once more changed. An 
extra driver was contracted to take mail from Teulon 
coming in from Winnipeg, to Inwood, Sandridge, 
Narcisse and Chatfield and bring back their mail to 
Teulon. The driver for the route at the present time is 
George Leduchowski. This is a daily service. The 
regular driver still services all the post offices along 
PTH 7, also Poplarfield, Broad Valley, Fisherbranch, 
and Hodgson on the other line. This route at the 
present time is contracted out to be a trucking firm 
from Winnipeg. 

Tom Kirkup is the present postmaster, 1982. The 
present office has 699 mail boxes, opened by key. 
These are open to the public 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. This wicket service is open five and a 
half days a week. 





Agriculture 
A Brief Agricultural History of the R.M. 
Rockwood 
by Harold Ross 

The history of the R.M. of Rockwood would not 
be complete without some mention of the history of 
agriculture in the founding and development of the 
municipality. The municipality had its beginning in 
the industry of agriculture and to this very day mainly 
depends on agriculture for its existence. 

The history of early settlement in Manitoba, with 
the exploration of LaVerendrye and his sons, the 
activities of the Hudson's Bay and the North West 
Company and the brave establishment of the Selkirk 
settlement at the forks of the Red and Assiniboine, 
are well known to readers of Manitoba history. 
However, the real beginning of Rockwood Rural 
Municipality started with the stirring of westward 
migration of the early settlers from Ontario, the 
United States and the settlement at the Forks. 

The landscape of the municipality and the area 
south to Winnipeg has changed greatly since William 
Vincent, the first white man to settle in the Victoria 
district arrived in 1872. At that time Winnipeg was 
still a small town dominated by the Upper Fort Garry 
with a rutted main street bordered by rudimentary 
buildings. Red River carts were the main mode of 
transportation on land and large flat-bottomed boats 
plied both the Red and Assiniboine rivers. Stretching 
away from the settlement on the north, south and 
west were the limitless prairies dotted with willow 
clumps and marshes. The only wooded areas lined 
the banks of the Red, Assiniboine, La Salle and other 
creeks running into the main rivers. Across these 
prairies snaked the various cart trails west to Portage 
la Prairie, south to Pembina and, most important to 
this history, west from the Lower Fort Garry to Stony 
Mountain and north just to the east of the present 
number seven highway. The main trail branched off 
in several directions to accommodate travellers going 
west and north to the St. Laurent and Oakpoint mis
sions. It was these trails, which followed the high 
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ground between the sloughs, that were the highways 
of Rockwood settlement. 

The most obvious landmark seen by the early 
settlers coming north from the settlements of Upper 
and Lower Fort Garry would have been the abrupt 
height of land at Stony Mountain. The early trails 
passed this limestone hill and a resting campground 
became established on the east slope. Travelling 
north the settlers would have seen the treeless land to 
the east, wet with springs and sloughs and filled with 
wildfowl. On the west the groves of trees grew into a 
solid stand of aspen and oak which reached the full 
length of the present municipality. 

It is difficult today to imagine the courage of 
these early settlers who loaded their few belongings 
and their families into Red River carts and struck off 
into the unknown. Early historical accounts tell of the 
many hardships they endured travelling to find a 
homestead acreage upon which to build their futures 
and the mighty efforts they expended to survive the 
establishment years. 

The land survey of the R.M. of Rockwood be
gan in 1871 and was fairly well completed by 1873. 
The surveying of Manitoba has its own exciting story, 
which will not be dealt with here, however, readers of 
Manitoba history will know that it was the start of 
survey that precipitated the Riel Rebellion. The sur
vey was run on the grid system with township lines 
running east and west and range lines north and 
south. Each township was made up of 36 sections of 
640 acres each. The sections were further divided 
into quarters of 160 acres each. Sections 8 and 26 of 
each township were reserved for the Hudson's Bay 
Company through an agreement with the Govern
ment of Canada when the Company gave up its 
original charter rights. Sections 11 and 29 in each 
township were reserved for school lands and other 
sections were reserved for the C.P.R. as part of their 
railway development agreement with the govern
ment. Other land grants in Rockwood were given to 
soldiers of the Wolseley Expedition who fought in 
the Riel Rebellion. These were either taken up or sold 



to incoming settlers. Other land grants existing in the 
early survey were of 240 acres each and called Half 
Breed Script. These large quarters were granted to 
male settlers who had been born along the Red River 
before 1870. 

Early settlers who arrived in what was to become 
the R.M. of Rockwood, looked for higher land with a 
good timber supply and water. A furrow was usually 
plowed to more or less stake a claim after picking a 
spot and the land was applied for at the Land Titles 
Office in Winnipeg. If the land had already been 
claimed, or otherwise reserved, the settler had to 
look again for the next best site. These were the 
homesteads allotments which cost the settler $10.00 
and required him to achieve certain land improve
ments within a specified time. 

It's interesting to note that the original R.M. of 
Rockwood, which was formed in 1878, was much 
smaller and consisted of only one township or 6 
square miles. This was enlarged in 1880 to its present 
size. 

The first order of business for the new settler was 
to provide shelter for his family and his animals, a 
supply of fuel, food for the family and animals and as 
quickly as possible to break land for a garden and the 
production of grain. 

The first houses were quite primitive. The walls 
were usually of logs with a pitch pole roof covered 
with earth and straw. Lumber was at a premium since 
it had to be carried from Winnipeg by oxen and 
wagon. It was not until local sawmiHs were estab
lished that it became reasonably available. Many 
settlers walked to Winnipeg to carry back staple 
foods and other building necessities such as win
dows, nails, tarpaper etc. A stove occupied a very 
prominent place in the one or two room house and a 
bed or a sitting spot by the stove was the favored 
place. 

The magnificent farm houses and barns so com
mon on the Portage Plains were never so evident in 
Rockwood Municipality. However some big houses 
did exist - for example the lovely stone house just 
east of Stonewall built in the early 1880's by Thomas 
Lusted and the big rambling barn on the Moeller 
farm east of Teulon. Many early houses, in the south 
half of the municipality at least, were built of grout, a 
mixture of lime, sand and aggregate. The large ma
jority, however, were of frame lumber construction 

little different from today. House styles have 
changed from the beautiful scrolled eaves and ridges, 
dormers and verandahs to the often dull box-like 
efficient houses of today. 

A 1904 house plans catalogue illustrates various 
frame home plans of that period. The price lists for 
large beautiful country frame homes ran around 
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$3500 complete, without plumbing $3300 and, 
without the foundation included, about $2800. A 
large stock barn, complete with side extensions, 
large drive-in hayloft and topped with a magnifi
cently decorated ventilator could be had for 
$4655.00. The particular barn shown in the cata
logue had dimensions of 90 by 100 feet and covered 
nearly one-fourth acre. 

A housing catalogue of the 1930's lists houses 
from $550 to $2100. Gothic roof barns of that period, 
with dimensions of 36 by 74 ft. sold for $1690. 

House and barn construction in the municipality 
remained fairly static from the middle 20's until after 
World War II. Veterans returning to the farm started 
building a limited number of houses and barns and as 
economic conditions continued to improve in the late 
50's more farm buildings were constructed. It was 
still possible at that time to build an excellent house 
for $10,000 or less, however prices have rapidly 
escalated since that time to the ridiculous prices of 
today. 

The first fields were small and represented ex
hausting work to clear the trees and plow the soil. 
Power was supplied by a team of oxen, a horse 
hitched with an ox or, for the lucky starters, a team of 
horses. The seed, wheat, oats and barley, was expen
sive and had to be hauled or carried from Winnipeg. 
This early seed was nothing like the varieties in 
existence today. It did not have the disease resistance 
and other advance qualities of today's varieties, 
however, this was the start of the prairie grain grow
ing business that still produces the highest quality of 
wheat in the world. The first wheat was shipped from 

The First Shipment of Wheat From 
Western Canada 
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The first shipment of Wheat from Western Canada. 

Manitoba on October 13, 1876 to Ontario where a 
crop loss had been sustained that year. The order was 
for 5000 bus. however only 857Y6 bushels were all 
that could be gathered at that time. The price received 
by the growers was 85¢ a bushel with the total ship
ment, which left by Red River steamer on Oct. 21, 
valued at $728. It is significant that a Mr. John 



McIvor of Greenwood contributed 17¥4 bushels. Neil 
McLeod of Victoria 22 bushels and T. B. Robinson of 
Rockwood 32 bushels along with contributions from 
other areas around Ft. Garry. 

In the R.M. of Rockwood, as well as in most of 
the south part of Manitoba, agriculture developed at a 
surprisingly rapid rate considering the lack of mecha
nization. Land was quickly cleared and by the late 
1880's and 1890's fairly large fields were under 
cultivation in the southern half of the municipality. 
At the same time substantial houses and barns were 
built to house rapidly increasing families and more 
rapidly increasing livestock operations. Purebred 

One of the foundation cows with calf from Jack Inkster's Short
horn herd. Jack Inkster took several prizes at the Brandon 
Winter Fair and did much to promote the Shorthorn breed 
throughout the Municipality of Rockwood. 

cattle and horses were regularly imported from On
tario. Durham cattle, called Shorthorns these days, 
were, the predominate breed of beef cattle and re
mained so until just before the Second World War. 
Dual purpose Shorthorns were also used to produce 
cream, and calves for the feedlot. These have largely 
been replaced by the so called exotic and Hereford 
breeds. 

Magnificent horses of the Belgian, Clydesdale 
and Percheron breeds also arrived to provide the 
horsepower to work the farms. Stallions of these 
breeds were imported from overseas, as well as On
tario, and were travelled through the district to father 
the foals which provided a continuous supply of farm 
power. It was a common sight up until the late 1930's 
to see a large stallion, being led behind a cart,going 
from farm to farm servicing the mares. Farmers were 
expected to put up the handler for the night and 
supply him with meals in addition to service fees. 
The Manitoba Department insisted that all stallions 
travelled for service be registered and inspected since 
their stamp on their offspring had a far-reaching 
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effect on the quality of farm power. A magnificent 
gray Percheron Stallion called Monarch owned by 
Carl Roberts, can still be remembered by older resi
dents as he travelled throughout the municipality. 

Of course there were many other horses used on 
farms which could not trace their ancestory back to 
the British Isles and Europe. These were the small, 
wiry, tough, unpredictable broncos which were de
scended from the Indian ponies used on buffalo 
hunts. Many "broncos" were taken from wild herds 
in Saskatchewan and Alberta and landed here in quite 
a raw state. Many early farmers had stories to tell 
about broken harness, broken wagon tongues and 
frayed tempers connected with the breaking of these 
tough little forerunners of mechanized agriculture. 

George E. Peach feeding pigs and chickens in front of log 
building, their first house. 

Every farm from early settlement until after the 
Second World War was mainly self-sufficient. A 
flock of chickens supplied eggs for the table and for 
sale or barter. These chickens were usually dual
purpose for meat and eggs - none of the nandy
pandy high producing egg layers of today. These 
were robust breeds which could survive snow drifted 
through the hen house door, water frozen in the 
drinking can and often took lice as a matter of course. 
There were the Barred Rocks, the Rhode Island 
Reds, Wyndottes, Buff Orphingtons, Black Minor-

Mrs. Olga Valka feeding chickens and turkeys. 



cas, Leghorns, and all manner of crosses of these 
breeds. They were expected to produce without com
plaint, raise a brood of chicks each year and finally 
give their lives as a Sunday feast for the farmer and 
his family. It may be that the farm poultry flock has 
yet to be recognized as one of the major supports of 
early settlement. 

Most farmers relied on cream as well as eggs to 
bring in enough cash to keep the house going from 
one year to the next. Milking cows was an every day, 
twice-a-day chore that faced the family without re
prieve. Usually all the family old enough to manage 
was expected to take part in this operation and the 
cows were allotted on the basis of their temperament 
and ease of milking. Some cows were kickers, other 
were fiddlers and kept shifting from one foot to the 
other and still others insisted on the call of nature as 
soon as milking started. You could always tell a man 
that milked cows by the cow hair stuck to the front of 
his cap. This came from the milker assuming a lost
in-thought, head-on-rear-flank attitude while pulling 
away from front to back. 

There were no cream separators in the early days 
and the milk was set in a cool place to have the cream 
rise to the top. It was then skimmed off to be emptied 
into the cream can which hung down the well or was 
submerged in the water trough. The advent of the 
cream separator, which survives on some farms to 
this day, was much more efficient in separating the 
cream from the milk but did little to take the work out 
of shipping cream. 

In the early days cream and milk was shipped to 
local creameries from small sidings on the railway. 
One of these called Lait Siding was along the track 3 
miles north and one half-mile east of Stonewall. 
Creameries existed in most towns up until the 1960's 
however due to improved transportation and the 
fewer number of people shipping cream, these have 
gradually become fewer. Creameries still exist in 
Teulon and Komarno. 

The first crops were cut with a scythe and har
vested by flail, however in the early 1880's the Mc-

Joe Wilson, Archie Morrison - north-west of Argyle. 
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Cormick reaper made its appearance. This con
traption, primitive as it may seem today, was a 
godsend to the farmer and was the first significant 
mechanization in grain production. The early reaper 
was soon improved to the horse drawn binder which 
cut the grain and tied it into sheaves. These bundles 
of grain were carried along and dropped at intervals 
to be stood on end in stooks of 8 to 10 bundles by the 
farmer, his wife and kids and sometimes a hired man. 

A good stooker could stand up a surprising 
acreage in a day. It was a common sight in the fall to 
see a binder drawn by four horses making the rounds 
of the ripened field of grain. Binders were used up 
until the end of World War II. 

The first threshing machines were stationary af
fairs with the sheaves of grain fed by hand from a 
stack. By the 1890's the threshing machine was de
veloped with high capacity feeder and straw blower. 
Sheaves were picked up using horses and racks in the 
field and brought to the machine. The sheaves were 
thrown from one or both sides into the feeder and 
emerged from the blower at the other end as straw and 
through the leg as grain into the wagon box. 

These were the days of the travelling threshing 
outfits since not all farmers had a machine. The 
farmer who owned the machine and steam tractor 
would hire a crew consisting of field pitchers, stook 
teams, spike pitcher, grain handler and steam opera
tor. Usually a caboose accompanied the outfit for 
quarters for the crew. Threshing was a hard job that 
lasted from dawn to dusk, however, there was an 
excitement to it all and it was an event not to be 
missed. 

As the outfit travelled from farm to farm each 
farm wife tried to provide the best meals on the 
circuit. Those were meals! They started out with 
porridge, bacon and eggs, potatoes, jam, homemade 
bread and coffee for breakfast and every meal just got 
bigger after that. And the lunch brought to the field at 
four o'clock would make a banquet of today look 
sick. Harvest time was full of days of work and worry 
but it was also a time of fun and excitement of a kind 
that is gone forever. 

Generally speaking the farm machines developed 
by 1920 remained relatively unchanged until after the 
Second World War. Farm power came from horse 
power until gas tractors started to appear in the 
1930's. The machines basically changed very little 
until after the Second War. The mold board plow, the 
mower, the harrows, the cultivator, the binder, all 
remained relatively unchanged. The real revolution 
in farm machinery came after the war with the advent 
of rubber-tired tractors, balers, self-propelled com
bines, farm trucks and other farm mechanization. It 
was this rapid expansion in farm machine technology 



that doomed the quarter section farm. Where it took a 
man and his family 365 days of hard manual labor to 
operate a quarter, the same man without, significant 
field help from his family, now could farm a section 
and more by himself. 

The advent of the railway, first to Stonewall in 
1880 and to Teulon in 1898 probably did more to 
advance agriculture in the municipality than any 
other single factor. Supplies and machinery could 
now be brought in more readily and the pace of 
settlement quickened. As fields were opened up the 
grain industry enlarged and elevators were built. 
However, early newspaper accounts reveal trouble 
with shipping grain was evident even in those days. 
The Free Press of 1899 carried an account of the 
members of the Manitoba Farmer's Institute stating it 
felt "deeply the injustice by the CPR's failure to 
supply sufficient cars to carry grain" . It seems nothing 
has changed over the years in this regard. 

While the main crops grown in the municipality 
were wheat, oats and barley, there was a significant 
acreage of potatoes grown in the lighter Balmoral soil 
in the 1920's and 30's. Some sugar beets were also 
grown there and east ofTeulon. In the early 50's there 
was some interest in silage-com production, mainly 
in the southern part of the municipality. This had 
nearly disappeared by the end of that decade due to 
the labor involved in storing and feeding. The past 
few years has seen a major diversification in crops 
with the development of earlier maturing grain com 
varieties and markets established for rapeseed, sun
flowers, mustard and other special crops. 

Dairying was always a major agricultural indus
try in the municipality and Holstein and Jersey cattle 
from here were recognized as among the best in 
Manitoba. The advent of pick up and transportation 

1955 Ford Can Truck. Milk and Cream hauled in 3-, 5-, 10-
gallon cans. 

of milk by large tanker trucks put many smaller 
dairies out of business in the late 1950's. At the same 
time this change from milk cans to tanker trucks 
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1980 G,M, Diesel with 3,250-Gallon (US) bulk milk tank. 

precipitated a revolution in the business. Herds be
came larger and milking more mechanized with 
loose housing for cattle, milking parlors, pipeline 
transportation of milk to the coolers and cow testing, 
The Dairy Herd Improvement Association was 
formed in Rockwood in 1952 to regularly test the 
production of dairy cattle. This organization along 
with the Stonewall Artificial Breeding Association 
was responsible for a marked improvement in dairy 
herd quality. Both organizations are still operating 
today. The Stonewall Artificial breeding unit pi
oneered the use of frozen semen and was one of the 
first units in the West to breed cows with semen from 
the so-called exotic European breeds. Charolais was 
the first of these breeds to be used followed by such 
breeds as Simmental, Limousin, Maine Anjou, and 
others which are common on farms today. Mr. Tom 
Bruce from Balmoral was probably more responsible 
for the development of artificial insemination of cat
tle in the Interlake than any other individual. Mr. 
Austin Peach also of Balmoral was the first secretary
treasurer of the Dairy Herd Improvement Associa
tion, a position he still holds. 

Up until the early 1950's the raising of pigs on 
farms was mainly confined to the summer because 

Chester Whites. 



barns were usually too cold for winter farrowing. 
The odd sow sometimes farrowed in winter, however 
the survival rate of her piglets was usually poor. In the 
50's however, Rockwood farmers started to get se
rious about the pig business, building new barns, 
developing new swine rearing systems and becoming 
noted in the Province as leaders in pork production. 

Bacon For Britain. 

Farmers such as Ed. Thompson and Ted Hawkins of 
Balmoral pioneered new labor-saving and efficient 
systems which were copied throughout Western Can
ada. Mr. Clarence Edwards of Stonewall became 
noted as one of the top purebred breeders in the 
country selling purebred stock across Western Cana
da. 

Today the swine business still flourishes in the 
municipality, however, as with other aspects of live
stock production, the smaller operators have been 
replaced by larger, more efficient units. Some of the 
most modern swine rearing facilities in Manitoba are 
presently located in Rockwood. 

The Manitoba Department of Agriculture has 
always been interested and active, from the early 
days of settlement until today, in promoting the use of 
newer crop varieties, better breeds of animals, the 
use of advanced machinery and the general improve
ment in rural living. The formation of Agricultural 
Societies was encouraged to assist in the dissemina
tion of the latest agricultural technology and in June 
of 1880 the Rockwood Society was formed, at Bal
moral. In March of 1924 the Teulon Agricultural 
Society was formed. These two organization, 
through their annual fairs, provided an opportunity 
for farmers to compare their livestock and farm pro
duce. The Societies also provided a forum for farm
ers to discuss agricultural conditions and to take 
action when necessary. The story of the present So
ciety is found in another chapter of this book. 

The Manitoba Department of Agriculture initi
ated the Agricultural Extension Service in 1906 with 
the first agricultural representative in Rockwood 10-
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cated at Teulon in 1930. This gentleman was D. C. 
Foster who went on to become director of the depart
ment. He was followed by others including Professor 
Gene Lange, Helgi Austman and Herb Kernested. 
The present Agricultural Representative is H. John
son. 

The south part of the municipality got its first 
agricultural Representative in May of 1950. He was 
Harold Ross, a recent graduate from the University 
of Manitoba. He maintained this position for 27 
years retiring to his farm at Stonewall in 1972. The 
present Agricultural Representative in Stonewall is 
Stanley Stadnyk. 

The Manitoba Rural Electrification Program 
probably did more to enhance rural life than any 
other single factor. The electric lights and other elec
trical conveniences we take for granted today did not 
exist in rural Rockwood until 1948. Before that time 
stationary gas engines were used to pump water, 
crush grain and provide a limited source of mechan
ical power for other farm and household chores. 
There was no running water in the homes and carry
ing water from the pump to the house, or the stock, 
occupied an enormous amount of time. No wonder 
bath night happened only once a week with usually 
one tub of water to serve the whole family. 

With rural electrification all that changed. Water 
pipes were laid, usually first to the barns and then to 
the house, and by the late 1950's or early 60's most 
farm houses had running water. Household electrical 
appliances, such as fridges and stoves, became com
monplace and with lights in the barn, the old lantern 
which lighted the path from house to barn, was hung 
up for good. 

It is interesting to note that some early farm 
electrical systems were operated by wind power. A 
propellor-driven generator charged enormous banks 
of glass batteries which were usually located in the 
house basement. Wind was also used to pump water. 
These windmills can still be seen on some farms 
today. The present energy controversy makes this 
past power source extremely relevant today with our 
country's rapidly depleting supplies of petro-carbon 
resources. This all goes to prove that there really is 
nothing new on this earth and that history continues 
to repeat. 

In the year of this writing, agriculture in the 
municipality is hopefully at the bottom point of the 
historical economic cycle and we are on the upswing. 
Unfortunately it has always been boom or bust on the 
farms since pioneer days. Market livestock prices are 
presently lower than the cost of production and the 
input cost of crop production barely keeps pace with 
generated income. But farmers are always optimists, 
they have to be, it's a next year's game. The tragic 



lack of food for an increasing world population iron
ically eventually assumes the ultimate prosperity of 
agriculture for those who can survive the present 
economic agriculture decline. It is to be hoped that 
somehow enough young poeple will survive to re
place the aging post-war family farmers and that 
agriculture will retain its past and present position as 
the economic base of the Rural Municipality of 
Rockwood. 

Rockwood Agricultural Society 
by Marg Yule 

Rockwood Agricultural Society - now over One 
Hundred years old consists of a group of interested 
persons who have through the years devoted their 
time in striving to improve and better the interest of 
agriculture in the area. 

Many farmers had settled in the area in the 
1880's, when it was a mixed farming district with 
larger quantities of grain grown. The advantages of 
wood, water, hay and markets made the area one 
where they could live comfortably with reasonable 
prosperity. 

There was a ready market for all kinds of pro
duce, the type of market a settler could reap many 
advantages from. Land prices were good and would 
no doubt improve. Lime kilns, a roller mill, two 
grain elevators, warehouses, schools, churches and 
general stores all proved it was a prosperous area near 
Stonewall, a thriving village just twenty miles north
west of Winnipeg and located on the C.P.R. rail line. 
Shipping facilities were good and enabled livestock 
and dairy products to be shipped to Winnipeg at a low 
cost. Land was of good quality and still undeveloped 
and could be purchased at ($3.00) Three to Ten 
dollars an acre. New settlers came in and the future 
looked very promising in this area, that had good 
pastureland and nutritious native grasses for cattle. 

These early settlers saw a need for an organiza
tion to help improve agriculture in the area so on June 
19th, 1880 the Rockwood Agricultural Society was 
organized at a meeting in Balmoral, Manitoba. This 
all took place one month after the Municipality of 
Rockwood was formed. 

A petition was sent in from Rockwood asking 
authority to organize a Society under what was then 
termed the Electoral Division Agricultural Societies 
Act. In this petition a number of residents of Rock
wood expressed their desire to form a Society and 
stated they had contributed the necessary fee. 

By Order-In-Council No. 215 passed on the 21st 
day of June, 1880 and signed by Hon. John Norquay, 
as Chairman of Council, and Lieutenant-Governor 
Joseph Cauchon this order was authorized as the 
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fourth socity in Manitoba. This gave the society 
permission to hold a meeting and elect their officers. 

The following slate of officers were elected and 
the meeting chaired by Mr. James Barbour. Hon. 
President; Col. S. L. Bedson; President, A. R. 
Mitchell; Vice-President, Wm. Morton; 2nd Vice
President, Geo. Hyde; Secretary, A. L. McIntosh. 
Other directors elected at this meeting were John 
Lusted, Neil McLeod; A. W. McClure, A. G. 
McKenzie; James Jefferson, G. White. Later Stone
wall Board of Trade members S. 1. Jackson; Jas. 
Turner; Ira Stratton, and Stony Mountain representa
tives McQuat, McAllister, McDonald, and Walker 
all worked diligently to better the agricultural com
munity they lived in and cherished. 

The society played a significant part in area 
Farmer Institute meetings which were held fre
quently. At these meetings guest speakers discussed 
the latest methods in farming. The work of the so
ciety was supported whole heartedly and respected 
by everyone in the district. 
The Exhibition Grounds: 

The Society held their first show on October 
14th, 1880 in Stonewall. After this show interest of 
the members was running high and they had expecta
tions of still larger entries in seed, poultry and all the 
other classes provided. At a meeting early in 1881 it 
was decided they should try to find a piece of land, 
not less than ten acres for an exhibition ground. 

For some years the grounds frequently called 
"The cricket field" was used for their annual exhibi
tion. This area had been marked on the original plan 
of survey as "a park for athletic purposes". Arrange
ments were made with Mr. Jackson for a $50.00 
lease, at the minimal rental of $1.00 per annum. The 
grounds were fenced with the understanding that 
should relations change Mr. Jackson would pay for 
the fence. 

It wasn't many years before the grounds were 
found too small for the exhibition and by 1898 the 
advisibility of securing larger grounds came up for 
discussion. A canvas was made and Four Hundred 
dollars raised. Mr. John Gunn owned a portion of 
land termed the Owens Estate south of the C.P.R. 
station. He offered the society two or three blocks for 
the Four Hundred dollars and he would give a dona
tion of twenty dollars each year for the next five 
years. 

Additional property was secured shortly after, in 
all, an area of twenty-one acres. A six foot fence was 
erected at ninety cents a rod. At this time Mr. Jackson 
paid the society One Hundred dollars for the clear 
lease of the old grounds. 

The last decade of the 19th century did not furnish 
many prosperous years. But in the early 1900's with 



help of a government grant and councils support, a 
building large enough for an exhibition building was 
erected on the grounds. This building also could be 
used as a skating rink. 

Times were hard in the 30's and the Town took 
over the Fair grounds in June of 1931 and the Society 
had the use of the buildings, etc. for so many days of 
the year. 

In 1945 the Fat Stock committee first rented the 
grounds for their show. 

In 1950 the grounds were again transferred back 
to the society. Then in April of 1951 the Certificate of 
Title and Deed for the transfer was received by the 
Society. In 1952 a Curling rink was erected and by the 
late 50's new fences were built west side of the 
grounds. An agreement of 1961 with the Town ap
proved of the building of a skating rink, then ten 
years later the Town obtained lots on the west side of 
the grounds. There was additional land given to the 
Curling Club in 1978 in order for them to extend their 
premises. 

The Old Timers Hockey Club have built up the 
ball diamonds in the past number of years and these 
are used extensively in the summer. The Society 
received a grant from Stonewall Centennial Commit
tee on their Centennial year and washroom facilities 
were installed and more bleachers built. These facili
ties will be greatly appreciated by the public when 
the grounds are used for the ball games and the many 
other activities held during the year. 
Youth and the Society: Have worked together since 
the early 1900's and still enjoy a close relationship, 
with both groups benefitting. The first mention ofthe 
Society and of the Junior Agricultural Society was a 
prize list for their second annual school fair in Sep
tember of 1914. These prize lists included writing, 
drawings, maps, compositions, essays, arithmetic, 
manual training, sewing, vegetables and school gar
dening. 

Prize monies were offered by the Rockwood Ag
ricultural Society and entry open to all schools in the 
Rockwood district. The Junior Society held their 
meetings in the principals office and the president 
and secretary of the society were invited to attend and 
to assist them with their plans. 

A prize was given at the Grade VIII level to the 
boy showing the most gentlemanly conduct and to 
the girl showing the most ladylike conduct. Win
nings amounting to One dollar and upwards were 
placed in a savings account in the bank to the credit of 
the winner. He was to leave the money there until 
needed for his project the coming year. 

Early prize lists included classes for juniors to 
exhibit a loaf of bread, pies, cakes, etc and also a 
canning section was included. A record of one hun-
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dred and seventy-four exhibitors under the leadership 
of Miss V. Paterson and Miss Stratton had partici
pated in the 1932 show and had exhibited a record 
four hundred and twenty-six entries. In the 30's the 
prize list included essays of upwards to eight hundred 
words in some of the classes. 

In 1929 the first Junior Seed Growers Club was 
formed. Under the leadership of David McIntyre, 
Don Paterson, and C. W. Hughes and the assistance 
of the extension department a club was started and 
the first year they grew barley. The Agricultural So
ciety for many years purchased and donated seed to 
the Junior Seed Club in order to assist with their 
program. Two more clubs soon organized - Potato 
and Dairy Calf Club and then was followed by a 
Tractor Club. By the mid 40's all clubs were doing 
well and the Junior Seed Club won honors in Bran
don, Winnipeg and in 1947 Don Taplin and Don 
Atkinson went on to the Toronto Royal to compete 
and there they won the Championship of Canada. 

In 1951 Mr. Harold Ross, Agricultural represen
tative promoted the idea of 4-H rallies in conjunction 
with the regular fair and in 1952 a day such as this 
proved quite successful. 

4-H Clubs as they marched in the Parade. 

By the early 1960's Inter Club rallies were held at 
the Red River but district rallies rotated between 
Selkirk, Stonewall and Teulon. The clubs smartly 
dressed in uniforms of their choice marched proudly 
down the main street in the annual fair parades. 
During these years the clubs also provided entertain
ment such as skits, songs, and musical items foro the 
Rockwood Agricultural Society annual concert and 
dance in the spring. The hall was always filled to 
capacity with interested parents and friends who all 
enjoyed the evening of fun. 

In 1970 the 4-H clubs had a record attendance of 
eight hundred at the rally in Stonewall at the Fair. 
These clubs still enjoy many new projects and the 
junior section of the fair is set up to accommodate 
their programs. 

It is rewarding to the directors of this Society to 



realize that since 1914 they have been working with 
these clubs and enjoying their participation in the 
fairs each year. We look forward to a continuation of 
this close relationship and progress for all clubs and 
the society in the future. 
Ladies Board: In 1915 a group offive ladies Mrs. 
Geo. Laing; Mrs. W. Coleman; Mrs. R. 1. Scott; 
Mrs. Jas. Walton and Miss E. Shipley formed the first 
ladies Advisory Board to the Agricultural Society. 

The number of ladies on the board has increased 
through the years when there were eight in the 30's 
and the number increased gradually to twenty-two on 
todays board. 

The work of this board of lady directors has 
always been to update the prize lists, to organize 
exhibitor schools and to plan to provide lunches for 
short courses, dinners for the annual spring and fall 
meetings and to assist the men in their programs. 

In the mid 30's a twelve day course sponsored by 
the ladies and lectures was given on wools and their 
uses, cooking and sewing. Young girls were invited 
to attend and this event attracted over one hundred 
interested persons. 

Early fairs saw very large entries of lace work, 
embroidered handkerchiefs, sheets and pillow cases 
and underwear. They made curtains, and many beau
tiful crocheted and tatted articles. Their prize lists 
would see as many as forty-eight sections in one 
class. They took great pride in their work and en
joyed entering and competing against their neighbor 
for the first prize. 

In the 1930 prize lists was a section for a laun
dered tablecloth and napkins. They would spend 
many hours ironing and folding these cloths for com
petition as even the way they were folded was taken 
into consideration by the judges. 

Todays prize lists have changed but we still offer 
prize money for the many crafts of today. Baking 
classes have changed very little through the years. 

Specials have always been an asset to the Fair 
Prize Lists. Blue Ribbon Baking Powder offered a 
special in 1907, T. Eaton Co. gave Gift Certificates 
for many years and the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce has offered the grand aggregate for the 
ladies section since 1937. A junior award has also 
been presented for many yeas. Local businesses to
day sponsor many specials with gift certificates and 
other awards and the directors certainly appreciate 
their interest and continued support. 

Fair Years: Within two weeks of the election of 
officers for the Rockwood Agricultural Society and 
drafting the necessary By-Laws the directors met, 
formed committees and began to organize their first 
exhibition for October 1880. If you became a mem
ber of the society, you would be admitted to the show 
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free, while a non-member paid ten cents. Prize lists 
were printed and the competition was thrown open to 
the Province. 

Volunteers furnished rails and built twenty pens 
to accomodate the sheep and swine, as well as posts 
and rails to make pens to secure horses and cattle. 
They tried to secure a tent to be used as a hall for their 
exhibits. 

The first year the society had one hundred and 
sixty-five members, eighty-two exhibitors and a total 
of six hundred and twenty-seven entries. They paid 
out Four Hundred and twenty-three dollars and twen
ty-five cents for prize monies and the secretary re
ceived forty dollars for his work. The Government 
and the R.M. of Rockwood gave One Hundred dollar 
grants to the Society. The first year incidental ex
penses were considerable but it was a start and plans 
began for the coming year. 

By 1884 the Rockwood Agricultural Society dou
bled any other Agricultural Society in the Province in 
the amount paid in prizes, memberships, and the 
number of entries and the quality of its exhibits. 

In 1899 the society rented five tents at Three 
dollars each to use for the exhibits. In these early 
years the board would receive complaints that an 
exhibitor had exhibited articles that were not her own 
work while someone else doubted an exhibit of a 
certain cow. The exhibitors were keen for competi
tion and fought for the prize they felt they rightly 
deserved. Rules were strictly adhered to and every 
complaint was investigated. 

Directors would journey to Winnipeg in these 
early days to solicit help with donations for their 
exhibition. Each director received a collection box 
and formed himself into a committee of one to solicit 
donations. 

The directors were elected each year by ballot. 
Each member could submit ten names of people who 
they wished to be elected and the ones with the most 
votes won. If you wished to discontinue as a director, 
you were required to write a letter of resignation 
explaining the reasons for your decision. 

The first summer fair was held in 1902 and they 
printed three hundred prize lists and distributed 
them. Farmer Institute meetings brought in speakers 
to speak on grains, judging of dairy and beef cattle 
and other subjects pertaining to farming. 

Seed fairs started in 1907, drew large entries and 
declared an outstanding success. 

The first annual concert took place in the Par
ochial Hall in Stonewall in 1909 and had an atten
dance of One Hundred and Fifty. Twenty-six new 
members joined on this occasion. Instrumental selec
tions, solos, and a quartet were rendered and echoed 



Plowing Match, 1911. In June of 1911, the first plowing match was held. Prizes were awarded and it saw a very good attendance. 
Scenes like the one above were evident. 

through the hall. A guest speaker spoke on the 
"Evaluation of Farming". 

It was this same year that a Good Farming Com
petition was organized with a committee setting up a 
point system for judging. The system set up had a 
possible score of one hundred and included the Best 
Kept Roadside-one-half mile front. 

Summerfallow competitions were also held and 
the land used increased to a ten acre block in 1920. 
All these competitions carried on for years with great 
success. 

It wasn't until the year 1929 that the directors had 
a board of twelve active directors. They certainly 
showed interest and determination in making the 
work of the society progress and be of a benefit to 
their agricultural area. 

In the 1930's when times were hard the money 
collected at food booths was given to the Town for 
relief committee use. Vegetables were collected and 
taken out to help in the drought areas. The directors 
were given great credit for their continued work in 
this time of depression. 

They showed their determination and devotion to 
the business of making improvements in their motion 
which they presented to the Town expressing their 
desire to have electrification extended to the south 
half of the municipality of Rockwood. They re
quested the Town of Stonewall to do all in their power 
to facilitate the extension of the Manitoba Power 
Commission to this part of the municipality. They 
also felt the agricultural business and community life 
in this part of the municipality was severly handi-
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capped for some months each year by lack of an east 
and west road that could be kept open during winter 
months and requested the Rural Municipality of 
Rockwood council to give serious consideration to 
building a good road. 

Fair days have been in June since 1948 and each 
year the third Friday and Saturday sees this annual 
event carried on. From 1939 to 1949 joint fairs were 
held with Warren and both groups of directors 
worked together for this show. Membership in the 
society was raised to One dollar in 1946 and today 
one dollar still gives you a membership in this so
ciety. 

In the 1950's there was a great interest in short 
courses again. They were carried out on a three day 
basis and the last day the ladies had a program of their 
own. Large attendances were noted proving the inter
est of the community in the several topics that were 
discussed. The 75th. Anniversary was a great year. A 
film committe had prepared a story of the years gone 
by and had it complete by the fall of 55. The 75th 
year saw a good fair with a large parade, fireworks, 
and a celebration took place that included some 
special events and extra entertainment. 

In the 60's the Holstein Friesen Dairy Show carne 
to Stonewall as a yearly event. There was much 
interest also in the swine and dairy classes. Dairy 
product classes were offered and prize lists included 
classes for crocks of butter, sweet cream and white 
and brown eggs. 

In the 70's there was a scare that the "C" class 
fairs could be folding and this brought the Chamber 



of Commerce to a society meeting to offer assistance. 
That year the chamber organized chariot races and a 
large rally was planned. Rain fell however and many 
activities were cancelled. The society had a hard year 
financially but this was nothing new for the directors 
and with faith, and hard work they were able to 
overcome the set back. 

The idea of a pot luck supper at the annual meet
ing created interest and a good attendance resulted. 
The society printed their own prize lists for several 
years in order to save on expenses. With 1980 so 
close how could they give up, so on they struggled. 
Things did improve steadily during the years of the 
70's. Stage shows and contests were arranged as fair 
afternoon entertainment. Displays and demonstra
tions were encouraged and this has proved a very 
interesting and growing part of the exhibition. Cattle 
numbers dropped drastically and cattle classes have 
not been on a regular basis but this is happening to all 
fairs. 

It is only with the support of the many local 
organizations and clubs that the Society can carryon. 
The Chamber of Commerce has for many years 
organized a good parade, the Old Timers Hockey 
Club have worked hard with the directors to improve 
the ball diamonds and clean up the grounds, the 4-H 
clubs are always involved with the show; the Figure 
Skating Club, Rebecca Lodge and many others assist 
with food booths and the many different events that 
all help to make a fair a greater success. Local busi
nesses donate trophies, gift certificates and gate 
prizes. 

When Stonewall celebrated its centennial in 1978 
the Society had a two day fair and added attractions to 
coincide with this event. Horse races, pony chariots, 
a barbacue, gigantic parade, and all other activities 
found at a country fair. 

In 1979 we started a Garden Tractor Pull Compe
tition and this seems to be of interest to the younger 
people. During the past years we have also had a 
Talent Show, Horseshoe Tournament, Old Time Fid
dling contest, and a stage show. 

As 79 was a build up to our Centennial celebra
tions in 1980 the fair had many added features. The 
weather was beautiful and a large crowd attended. 
Ukranian Dancers, Majorettes, Judo demonstra
tions, a Baby contest, Champion whistler, C. W. H. 
A. and a Purebred cattle show also numerous dis
plays and demonstrations all added to the success of 
this years annual exhibition. 

1980 ... Centennial Year ... 100 years of 
Progress. The Agricultural Society directors were 
pleased to organize their years activities and to work 
in conjunction with the Rural Municipality of Rock-
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Rockwood Agricultural Society Centennial Crest. 

wood in a joint event at fair time so to celebrate this 
occasion together. 

The society adopted a crest designed by Norman 
Kitt. Ribbons were printed in red, white, blue and 
yellow and beautifully displayed the crest in gold 
with gold lettering. Each exhibitor winning a prize 
was given a centennial ribbon as a keep sake. 

The crest was also used on souveniers, hats, 
plates, bon-bon dishes and our Cook Book and Story 
Book, fair prize lists and on many other occasions. A 
banner was also painted to be used in parades and at 
display areas. Our colors were gold and white and we 
used them at every opportunity. 

The Cook Book was a favourite souvenir and 
found its way into many homes. The edition included 
prize winning recipes of years gone by and will be a 
memory for years to come. A story of the" 100 Fair 
Years" was written and sold in order to keep the story 
of the Society from the beginning as a guide today 
and remind us of the determination of our early 
pioneers. 

The Society prepared a prize list early in the year 
that included many centennial specials. They 
brought back memories in classes that added the 
bound buttonholes and a section for darning the heel 
of a sock. Many extra specials were included and the 



Centennial Dinner, April 26/80. 

program for this annual event was given extra consid
eration. 

The Society began their Centennial years ac
tivities in April when at the annual spring dinner and 
dance in Balmoral, certificates were presented to the 
directors past and present who had served over ten 
years. Many of these people had served twenty, thirty 
and a few forty years as directors of this group ever 
stiving to improve agriculture in the area. 

Invitations were sent out to all who had served on 
the Society board and to M.L.A. 's, reeve, and also 
representatives from the Department of Agriculture 
and many others. The Society received a beautiful 
bronze plaque from the Province and this was placed 
on the Centennial cairn erected on the Agricultural 
grounds as a dedication to the pioneers in this area. A 
very enjoyable and memorable evening was spent. 

Spring was here and plans for the annual fair in 
full swing. The date was stepped up from our usual 
third weekend in June to mid July in order to coincide 
with the municipalities celebrations. 

Our fair prize lists were distributed widely in 

Six Horse hitch in the parade. 
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hopes of a record entry. Organizations in the area 
offered assistance and as a result a gigantic and 
colorful parade was held on Saturday at noon. This 
parade was one of the best ever witnessed in the area. 
From Friday to Sunday entertainment was offered as 
a Garden Tractor Pull Competition, Stage Show, 

Rockwood Agricultural Society Float won the trophy for the 
best float depicting "One Hundred Years of Progress". 

Talent Contest, Horse Show, Four and Six Horse 
hitches, Cattle show, Old Time Fiddling contest, and 
a large machinery display. A special event of the 
weekend was the show by Ray St. Germaine on the 
stage on Saturday evening. This was followed by a 
centennial dance in the rink. The inside exhibits saw 
a record entry and displays and demonstrations 
added to the educational part of the fair. Souveniers 
were sold to be kept as a memory of the occasion. 

Friday evening the cairn erected on the agricultur-



Bag Tying and Stooking contest at the Fair in 1980. 

Cairn erected on the Agricultural grounds as a dedication to 
our pioneers of this area. 

al grounds was unveiled and stands firm as a dedica
tion to our pioneers of this area. 

To wind up a very busy and rewarding centennial 
year the society extended invitations to all businesses 
who had sponsored specials, donated prizes, and 
assisted us in any way and to others who had helped 
during the year, to join with us at our annual meeting, 
dinner and dance. Awards to the Home Grounds 
winners and grand aggregate was presented also on 
this occasion. 

The evening began with a delicious roast beef 
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dinner provided by the ladies board of directors and 
wound up with dancing. Everyone enjoyed a cup of 
coffee and a square of our big Centennial Birthday 
cake. This proved to be a very worthwhile and mem
orable occasion and one the Society was proud to 
sponsor. 

The directors of today continue to strive to im
prove agriculture in the area, to offer short courses, 
exhibitors schools and an annual fair and try to assist 
with as many community projects as possible. 

The 4-8 Clubs in Rockwood Municipality 
by Joyce Cavenagh 

The 4-H concept actually originated in the boys' 
and girls' clubs early in the century. Between 1912 
and 1916 there was a garden club of boys and girls, 
organized by Mr. Eli Robinson. Mr. Robinson, a 1911 
graduate of the Ontario Agricultural College, ac
cepted an appointment as the first agricultural in
structor at the Collegiate in Stonewall and later held 
the position of principal until 1929. Mrs. Chanin 
remembers the gardens being west of Main Street in 
Stonewall, across from what is now the park. It 
consisted of a tall centerpiece surrounded by vines, 
with the garden plots spaced on the perimeter. Miss 
V. Paterson remembers when the boys and girls had 
garden plots in the school yard. 

The boys' and girls' clubs began in Teulon in 
1913. By 1918 the club was encouraging demonstra
tions. By 1925-26 standards were set with definite 
programs for the girls. In the clothing projects the 
junior girls were to learn decorative stitches, hem
ming, some machine stitching, an apron, one gar
ment, a nightgown or princess slip and darning a 
wool sock or stocking. The seniors progressed to. 
darning and patching, making an undergarment, a 
household article, a piece of fancy work, a wash, 
dress, plus a nightgown or apron and one other arti
cle. Some clubs learned to make washable hats, do 
some dyeing and set up clothing budgets. 

By 1926-27 large numbers of boys were involved 
in the movement. Singing, public speaking and story 
telling were introduced in the clubs. 

In 1926 there was a Boys' and Girls' Dairy Calf 
Club in StonewalL Members practiced judging and 
showing. A highlight of the year was a trip to the 
Brandon Fair to show the calves. Mr. Robinson 
helped organize the trip and took members in his own 
car. Mr. Gordon Tovell of the Department of Agricul
ture also transported members in his car. 

Bruce Moore and Bert Crookshanks were pre
sented with gold watches at the provincial finals of 
the judging competition held at the Manitoba Agri
cultural College. Bert has his gold watch, still keep
ing time after all these years. It is inscribed: 



First Row: Stan Baer, Bruce Moore, Bert Crookshanks, Wilfred Stratton, Alf Heidahl, unknown to end of row, Francis Labey. Back 
Row: 6th from left Ruth Heidahl (now Oakford). 2nd from right Allison Stonehouse. 

Boys' and Girls' Dairy Calf Club at Brandon in 1926. 

"Presented by The T. Eaton Co. Ltd. 
to 

Robert Crookshanks 
(Stonewall) 

First 
Dairy Cattle Judging Competition 

1926" 
In 1927 the club again went to the Brandon Fair. 

They stayed for a week and slept in army tents on the 
fairgrounds. Bert won a silver watch in 1927 for stock 
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judging five classes: heavy horses, dairy cattle, beef 
cattle, sheep and hogs. The judging team that year 
was composed of Bert Crookshanks, Earl 
Crookshanks and Robert Morrow. 

The Rockwood Junior Seed Growers Club was 
started February 4th, 1929, when it was moved at the 
annual meeting of the Rockwood Agricultural So
ciety that they support ajunior club. Three directors, 
W. C. Hughes, Donald Paterson and Dave McIntyre, 
were appointed to organize the new club. Dave 



McIntyre was the first leader. The club promoted the 
growing of good seed and was instrumental in intro
ducing many new varieties of grain to the area. They 
grew demonstration plots and held informational 
meetings, open to the public, at these plots. For many 
years the old Atkinson farm, 2Yz miles southeast of 
Stonewall, was the scene of much of this activity. 
They organized field trips around Manitoba and pro
moted good farming practices among the members. 
Over the years club members won many awards 
including both Canadian and World Championships. 
In 1932 the club won the Harrison Shield, presented 
to the seed club contributing the most towards seed 
improvement in the Province. In 1936 Ron Shipley 
won a gold watch for grain judging at the Toronto 
Royal Fair. The same year Andrew Calderwood won 
a grain cleaner for the top sample of wheat. During 
the war years interest in the club declined but after 
the war Harvey Atkinson took over the leadership 
and the club went on to win more honours. 

Don Atkinson and Don Taplin, 1947. Champions-Canadian 
Junior Seed Judging Competition in Toronto. 

In 1947 Don Taplin and Don Atkinson won the 
Canadian Junior Seed Judging Competition at Toron
to. About this time too, Harvey Atkinson was pre
sented with the Ian MacPhail Trophy, for the 
promotion of junior seed clubs. As certified seed 
became more readily available and larger equipment 
made small test plots less profitable, interest in the 
club waned and it ceased to exist. 

By 1943 there was a Boys' and Girls' Calf Club 
meeting at the Greenwood School, 1 mile east of the 
present Greenwood Garage. Mr. McGarva and John 
Schaeffer were early leaders. The calves were often 
shown at Stonewall. They were weighed at the scale 
at the present North American Lumber site and some 
of them were led from there to the fairgrounds. The 
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Harvey Atkinson with the Ian MacPhail Trophy. 1948. 

club grew and expanded until in the 1950's it de
veloped into the Stonewall Fat Stock Show. At that 
time cattle from Ashern, Dolly Bay and Lundar were 
brought to Stonewall to the show, with around 200 
head of cattle involved. 

Around 1950 Wilf Grotike lead a junior tractor 
club in Stonewall. Ed Rutherford loaned a Ford trac
tor for the boys to practice driving in the old skating 
rink. These practical skills were augmented by the 
book work required. The club was short-lived but 
valuable. 

By 1952 the 4-H movement was beginning to 
spread. The Rockwood Dairy Calf Club was formed 
under the leadership of Ted Hughes. They met in the 
old Victoria School on #7 Highway. They continued 
for ten years in this way and in 1962 they expanded to 
the Rockwood 4-H Dairy and Horse Club. In 1968 
the Stonewall Horse Club was formed and Rockwood 
again became strictly a dairy club. Leaders over the 
years were: E. Hughes 1952-55, Tom Croy 55-59, 
John Tomyk 59-67, Rose Dystra 67-69 and John 
Peach 69-71. Herb Meier was the first junior leader in 
1961. He was chosen to attend National4-H Week in 
Toronto. In 1962 Herb was the Provincial Grand 
Champion Dairy Showman. 

In 1962 a Rockwood sewing club called the 
Rockwood Buttonettes met in the Rockwood School. 



During their five years of operation, with Joyce 
Cavenagh as leader, they had members compete in 
the Regional Dress Review at Red River Exhibition 
and in the Provincial Demonstration Competition. 
They continued until the schools were consolidated 
and the one-room schools abandoned. 

The Balmoral Swine Club was formed in 1956. 
They were an active club. During their first year 
Henry Main was Champion in the Provincial Judging 
Competition and won an expense-paid trip to Toron
to. The following year Tom Hawkins placed in the 
top ten in the judging competition. In 1960 the Bal
moral Swine Club placed second in the Provincial 
standings and the following year went on to take top 
honours as the Manitoba Champion 4-H Swine Club. 

The Balmoral Sunshine Sewers 4-H Club marching at their 
first Rally at Selkirk, 1957. The club was first organized in the 
fall of 1956. 

Meanwhile the Balmoral girls were not sitting 
idle. The Balmoral Sunshine Sewers was started in 
1957 under the leadership of Mrs. Dot Martin. Over 
the years their girls won many honours, both for 
projects and communication skills. Linda Lillies 
won the Senior Public Speaking Competition in 1961 
and in 1962 won the Provincial award of a trip to the 
Toronto Royal Fair. The same year Sandra Robinson 
won a trip to Wisconsin. The Balmoral4-H Club is 
still very active, now a combined club with a variety 
of projects, and still producing excellent members 
who win awards. 

In 1958 Argyle formed a beef club with c.P. de 
Laroque as leader and assistant leaders R. James 
and 1. H. Henderson. In 1964 Jim Henderson was 
Manitoba Champion in the Provincial Public Speak
ing Competition. 

The Argyle Clothing Club began a year later in 
1959. The first leader was Mrs. W. H. Campbell. In 
1960 they added a foods project as well as clothing. 
The two clubs continued as separate entities until 
1981 when they combined to form a larger club with a 
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variety of projects under the name of the Argyle 4-H 
Willing Workers. 

Grosse Isle also had a club in 1958 when they 
began with a small clothing club. First leaders were 
Mrs. H. Mason and Mrs. K. Moore. By 1961 they 
were active enough to host a large banquet with 
entertainment featuring a travelogue of Europe and 
the U.S.A. by Miss Sinclair. They now feature a 
variety of projects for both boys and girls. The 
Grosse Isle 4-H Bits and Bridles Horse Club 
organized in 1980 as a result of the enthusiasm gener
ated by Lee and Linda Miller, junior leaders, cur
rently has fourteen members under the leadership of 
Barb Brotherston. 

Stonewall has had several4-H clubs. In 1961 the 
Stonewall Stitchers were organized under Mrs. W. 
H. Heaps. They were active for several years but 
finally disbanded because of the difficulty in getting 
leaders. In 1968 a horse club was formed and con
tinued for four or five years. Then in 1978 the current 
mixed 4-H club was organized. 

Tecumseh was another 4-H stronghold. They 
formed a swine club in 1959 and then a clothing club 
in 1960. The clubs were separate but combined for 
marching in rallies and for social events. In 1960 the 
swine club were selling farm gate signs, both as a 
service to farm families and as a money-making 
project. In 1961 they sponsored a monster 4-H party 
in the Municipal Hall attended by approximately 160 
members and parents. In the fall of 1961 Donald 
Suwala won the Grand Champion Showman Award 
for the District Swine Competition. The club was 
awarded the Evans Trophy for the outstanding swine 
club in the Province in 1962. In 1972 the swine 
project was dwindling and the club introduced an 
electrical project, followed by an automotive project 
in 1973 and 1974. By 1975 there was not enough 
interest in the district to sustain the two clubs and the 
girls' club carried on as a mixed multipurpose club. 
The Tecumseh 4-H Club grew, meeting in the Stone
wall Collegiate and taking in members from the 
Stonewall and Rockwood districts, until in 1977. 
There were over 80 members in the club, both boys 
and girls, taking a wide range of projects. In 1978 the 
leaders decided the club was too large. The 
Tecumseh Club continued, going back to the 
Tecumseh area to meet in members' homes. The 
Rockwood Club was reorganized and a Stonewall 4-
H Club was also formed, both working together and 
meeting in Stonewall. At this same time a new club 
was formed in Stony Mountain, as a direct result of 
the influence of the large Tecumseh Club. 

A leader's conference held in Selkirk in 1958 
involved seventeen leaders from the Stonewall area. 
Later a leaders' association was formed to co-ordi-



nate and direct the affairs of the district. An execu
tive, consisting of six leaders elected from the 
various clubs, was responsible for conducting the 
business besides arranging competitions for public 
speaking and demonstrations, daylong "mini-trips" 
for summer fun and annual and semi-annual dinner 
meetings. They sponsored leader's training courses, 
first aid courses, public speaking courses and the 
popular district bonspiel. A Junior Leaders' Associa
tion, later changed to the Senior Members' Assoia
tion, sponsored district jamborees and the annual 
skating party, as well as providing a forum for older 
members to meet and work together. They also 
planned special summer trips for their members with 
money they earned themselves. 

The original 4-H clubs began with dairy, beef and 
swine projects for the boys, with sewing and cooking 
for the girls, and a little later horse and pony clubs for 
both. There were a few girls in the dairy and swine 
clubs, but no boys in the cooking and sewing clubs. 
Public speaking was emphasized from the beginning 
and clubs were very conscious of their images as they 

Rockwood Home Ec 4-H Club. 

wore colorful uniforms and took part in rallies and 
competitions. After the Inter-District Rally, held at 
Teulon, Selkirk and Stonewall alternately, the big 
event of the year was the Regional Rally held in 
conjunction with the Red River Exhibition Club 
leaders also took their members on tours of various 
factories and points of interest in Winnipeg and the 
surrounding areas. 

Over the years the swine clubs have disappeared 
completely; most of the clubs have both boys and 
girls in their membership, with many different pro
jects available. The original 4-H members would 
have difficulty recognizing the 4-H projects today, 
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but the goal remains the same to guide young 
people in their personal growth, to develop poise and 
responsibility. To this end they learn to complete the 
project they take whether it be in clothing, hand
icrafts, foods, leathercraft, beadwork, egg decorat
ing, home nursing, babysitting, junior leader and 
self-determined, photography, conservation, wood
working, beef, dairy or horse. Because they have to 
compete with T. V., sports and school activities, 
clubs no longer take tours, and rallies have changed 
their programming. 4-H camps, conferences and 
workshops, as well as curling and skating parties are 
places for young people to meet and learn to work 
with others. In 1981-82 there are4-H clubs in Argyle, 
Balmoral, Grosse Isle, Komarno, Stonewall, Stony 
Mountain, Tecumseh and Teulon. The projects have 
changed but the motto remains the same - "Learn 
To Do By Doing". 

Emphasis on training for rural life has expanded 
to training for leadership roles in life wherever it may 
be lived. The basic purpose of 4-H is individual 
development to enable a greater contribution to club, 
community and country. 

Interlake Horticultural Society 
submitted by J.e. and Betty Dack 

During the summer of 1960 a group of interested 
people met in Stonewall with the Agricultural Repre
sentative, H. Ross and Provincial Horticulturist, 
Fred Weir, to discuss the feasibility of forming a 
Horticultural Society in the area. Reports from the 
different areas indicated that there was enough inter
est to warrant such a move. The communities con
tacted were Argyle, Warren, Stonewall, Balmoral, 
Teulon, Gunton, Woodlands, Meadows, Stony 
Mountain, Rosser and Grosse Isle. The organiza
tional meeting was held in the Parochial Hall at 
Stonewall on November 14, 1960 with Mr. Ev Law
rence in the chair. The board of directors, chosen by 
nomination were: Mr. Ev Lawrence, Mr. Henry 
Main, Mr. 1. C. Dack, Rev. Bruce Rathbone, Mr. C. 
Baranovsky, Mr. C. 1. Edwards, Mrs. C. W. Hughes, 
Mrs. Ken Doan, Mr. S. H. Chanin and Mrs. A. H. 
Campbell. Mr. C. 1. Edwards was named President 
and Mrs. Ken Doan as Vice-President After some 
discussion the name that was chosen was the "Inter
lake Horticultural Society". Mrs. Archie Gray 
agreed to act as Secretary-Treasurer for the coming 
year. The aim of the Society was to encourage people 
to plant trees, shrubs and flowers and to try new 
varieties of fruits and vegetables. The theme adopted 
as "Make the Interlake Beautiful" . It is interesting to 
note that the membership grew during the first year 
from 57 to 108, the members in 1981 number 99. 

During the first year meetings were held once a 



month during the Winter with speakers provided by 
the Provincial Horticultural department while the 
summer meetings took the form of field trips. We 
have now progressed to the point of supplying our 
own speakers from plant enthusiasts who are mem
bers of the society. One of the objectives of the 
Society was to have an annual flower, fruit and vege
table show, the first of which was held in 1964. There 

Court of Honour Horticultural Society Show in 1981. 

has been good participation in the show and excellent 
support from the Stonewall merchants in donating 
special awards. The show has been held continuously 
except in 1980 when weather conditions were not 
favorable for growing flowers and vegetables. To 
encourage young people to take an interest there is a 
special children's section at the flower show and a 
junior garden project was sponsored for several 
years. The shows have all been held at Stonewall with 
the exception of 1972 when Balmoral hosted the 
event and in 1974 when it was held in Argyle. 

Some of the outstanding accomplishments of the 
society over the years have been the Spring Short 
Course, open to the public, planting flowering trees 
on some of the boulevards in Stonewall, a program 
that was available to other communities. The straw-
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berry social was a highlight of our summer activities 
for many years and has now been replaced by a bus 
tour. Our homes and gardens have been enriched by 
the premiums that we recieved as members of the 
society. The Spring plant sale held at a member's 
home has proven to be a valuable means of exchang
ing plants besides being lucrative to the society. 

Sponsoring a Home Grounds competition was 
one of the first aims of the Society but this program 
has had little success. In 1964 a 3 year farm and urban 
home improvement plan, co-sponsored by the Man
itoba Pool Elevators, was well received with several 
members joining the plan. There is no doubt that the 
presence of the Horticultural Society in this area has 
done a great deal toward making and keeping the 
Interlake beautiful. 

No history is complete without some mention of 
the dedicated people who saw a need and did some
thing about it. Such a person was Mr. C. 1. Edwards 
of Stonewall who was the driving force in the forma
tion of the Horticultural Society and its president for 
the next twelve years. His dream of beautifying the 
Interlake culminated in the Centennial tree-planting 
on the streets of Stonewall. It was through his efforts 
that the society was able to supply the members with 
quality premiums. Another member deserving of 
special mention is Mrs. Ruth McAdam who has been 
Secretary of the Flower and Vegetable Show since its 
inception. A tribute, too, to the delegates who at
tended the Annual Horticultural Conventions often at 
their own expense and brought back new ideas for the 
benefit of all, and to the Social Committee who made 
it possible to enjoy a friendly cup of coffee. 

The following is a list of the people who served as 
Presidents and their term of office: Mr. C. 1. Edwards 
1960-1971 Mr. 1. C. Dack 1971-1974, Mr. Les Moore 
1974-1975, Mrs. R. Boyd 1975-1976, Mrs. W. Yule 
1976-1980, Mrs. G. Miller 1980-. 

Those who have served as Secretary-treasurers 
are: Mrs. A. Gray 1960-1961, Mrs. S. Guthrie 
1961-1971, Mrs. 1. Kenning 1971-1972, Mrs. G. Mil
ler 1972-1978, Mrs. D. Pirie 1978-1979, Mrs. H. 
Good 1979-. 

The charter was framed and is on the Agricultural 
Office, Stonewall. 



Transportation 
1ransportation 
submitted by Alex MacKenzie 

In writing a few lines on early transportation in 
the rural municipality of Rockwood, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Norm Gorman for his 
help on early railroads in this area. 

A lot of the first settlers walked and set up their 
homesteads before the first survey came in 1872. As 
there were no roads, but in due time there were plenty 
of trails that led all the way to Winnipeg. Oxen, 
horses and mules were the mode of the day. 

The first railroad arrived in Stony Mountain in 
September of 1880, Stonewall in 1881, and on west to 
Portage la Prairie, with sidings into the quarries at 
Stony Mountain and Stonewall. In 1882 they took the 
track up going west to Portage, and in 1898 a line was 
extended from Stonewall to Balmoral, Rockspur and 
Teulon. In 1905 a siding was put in for the Balmoral 
Brick company and a siding into the gravel pits at 
Teulon. Then in 1907 the railroad was completed to 
Komamo and in 1911 to Arborg. In 1912 the C.N.R. 
put their line in from Grosse Isle to Argyle and on 
north to Hodgson. 

The Winnipeg, Selkirk and Lake Winnipeg Rail
way Co. (Electric) came into Stony Mountain in 1912 
and into Stonewall in 1914. This railway operated 
electric street cars from Stonewall, Stony Mountain, 
Winnipeg and Selkirk, with station stops along the 
way, picking up milk, cream, and other products. 

The First and the Last, 1939. 
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The station stops were French, Wieneke, Ben
nett, Dawson and Storey. This electric line operated 
till 1938, the old electric station is now a house and is 
in the same old spot on the comer of 2nd avenue north 
and P.T.H. #236 in Stonewall. 

The electric power house in Stony Mountain is 
now the home of Royal Canadian Legion in Stony 
Mountain. There is no question that this area de
pended heavily on the railroads during the early 
years. As they gave good service running daily pas
senger and freight trains till the early 30's. With 
better roads being built and kept open in the winter 
the trucks started to make daily pick ups at the farms 
and places of business. As well as trucks taking 
business away from the railroads a daily bus service 
was started. One of our first bus drivers and operators 
was Harry Pitts. He started with a Limousine and 
later drove for Beaver Bus Lines. 

The C.P.R. then went to a mixed daily train, and 
later to freight train service twice a week. Every 
village and town had their own truck operators, to 
haul their freight and the farm produce. 

The grocery stores, hardware and drug stores 
have joined the different chains which have their own
trucks to deliver their goods for them. Farms have 

Charisons Hatchery: Trucks getting ready to take turkey 
poults to Alberta. Trucks are temperature controlled and are 
equipped to run on propane and gas. This truck hauls 19,000 
poults. 



become larger and many farmers have gone into 
specialty crops such as Sugar Beets, potatoes, com, 
rape, mustard, seed grain and there is a truck built for 
the job. 

In this area we have a large turkey, goose and 
duck hatchery and a goose killing plant. 

They have their own trucks that are temperature
controlled and are fitted up to run on and pro
pane, which enables them to go to their destinations 
non-stop. They haul anywhere from twelve thousand 
to nineteen thousand poults at a time. 

In the fall and during the year they also have 
specially equipped trucks to haul anywhere from one 
thousand to twelve hundred birds at a time to the 
different killing plants. 

The transportation of school children is all by 
school division owned buses with hired bus drivers. 

John Dodd of Balmoral with a horse-drawn van. John is still 
one of the local bus drivers. 
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Prior to the larger school coming in, the local school 
boards tendered out the different van routes and the 
successful ones that were accepted had to supply 
their own vehicles. There are still a few bus drivers 
still driving today who owned their own vehicles. In 
fact Bill McKnight of Balmoral has been a van driver 
for the past 45 years. 

So over the years many changes have taken place 
in modes of transportation, especially important in 
this area to facilitate fast movement of farm products 
and livestock. 

This building was Balmoral's second school. The first time it 
was moved, four four-horse teams were required to take it off 
its foundation. While being transferred, it became stuck in the 
mud of Balmoral's main street. Another four-horse team was 
hitched on. This made a total of twenty horses to free the 
school from the mud, and take it the rest of the way. The 
second time, 1925, (shown above), the school was moved 
from the J. H. McClure Lumber Yard to its present location 
Walter and Shirley Jahns' store. In 1925 L. A. Waterer had 
purchased the building to use as a store after his had been lost 
in the fire of 1924. 



Local Industries 
Leo's Sales & Service Ltd. 

Leo's Sales & Service Ltd., as it is known today 
started in Argyle in 1940 as Leo's Repair Shop. The 
repair shop was purchased by Leo Grandmont in 
1940 from Art Mernett. During the past 42 years the 

Leo's Repair Shop, 1940. 

business has grown from an 800 square foot shop 
(shown in the above 1940 photo) to its present facility 
of over 14,500 square feet. The present facility 
(shown in the picture above) was built in 3 stages, 
1953,1972 and 1978. The business acquired the Case 
Franchise in 1956 after acting as a sub-dealership for 
the Stonewall dealer. This Franchise was acquired 
despite the fact that Farm Equipment Company Stud
ies felt the Argyle trade area could not viably support 
a dealership. Their theory was proven otherwise by 
Leo, whose Dealership obtained over 20 sales awards 
and went on to become the largest Case dealer in 
Manitoba in 1967 and held that award until 1972 
when the award changed to include all of Western 
Canada. The business was owned and operated by 
Leo and Mary Grandmont until Leo's demise in June 
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1979, and is presently operated by their sons, 
George, Gerald and Philip. 

The dealership is the only full-line, full-service 
dealership in the municipality, and employs approx
imately 20 people. 

Leo's Sales & Service. 1980. 

In addition to the Case Franchise, the dealership 
acquired the Versatile Franchise in 1971, the Sperry 
New Holland Franchise in 1977, and Kubota Fran
chise in 1970. (Leo's was one of the first Canadian 
dealerships to import a Japanese line of farm tractors 
to Canada.) 

Bristol Aerospace Limited 
Rockwood Propellant Plant 

The Plant was originally built for the manufac
ture of the Black Brant family of upper atmosphere 
research rockets and construction on this 3,000 acre 
site was started on August 30, 1962. The Plant was 
officially opened on September 29, 1963 and since 
inception phased expansions to support production 
programs on other types of research rockets, Jet
Assisted-Take-Off (JATO) units and tactical rocket 
motors have occurred. 

In the early days the work principally involved 
the manufacture of the Black Brant II and III rocket 
motors which were filled with a polyurethane solid 
propellant fuel known as CARDEPLEX; a develop-



Bristol Aerospace Limited, Rockwood Propellant Plant. 

ment of the Defense Research Establishment Valcar
tier (formerly known as CARDE). Production of 
polystyrene propellant 15KSlOOO JATO motors also 
dates back to this era. 

The development of the Black Brant V motor 
occurred during the mid 1960's and the employees at 
Rockwood along with their counterparts in the Rock
et Engineering Division will long remember the 
painful process that was experienced in working out 
the "bugs" in what has become the "workhorse" 
vehicle in the National Research Council Canada 
(NRC) and the USA National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) sounding rocket programs. 

As we progressed into the late sixties and through 
a jointly funded Canadian/U.S. development pro
gram, the technology associated with polybutadiene 
propellants was acquired and refined for application 
in two meteorological rockets designated MDSS (re
named Black Brant VII) and RTD&E (renamed 
Black Brant VI). This activity set the stage for our 
involvement with DREV in the development of the 
CRV7 2.75 inch tactical rocket for the Canadian 
Forces; a program which established a new direction 
for the Rockwood Plant at a time when the economic 
viability of continuing the operation at its relatively 
low level of production was in question. The 
culmination of the most recent facility expansion 
grows out of a steadfast determination by the Compa
ny management and equally firm commitment of the 
employees from many areas of the organization to 
rise to the challenge and thereby bring an increased 
volume of business and employment to the Interlake 
region. 

As the saying goes "Good things seem to come in 
bunches" so while production facility requirements, 
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methods and manpower were being put in place to 
handle CRV7, the mid and late 70's brought with it 
the development of a booster motor for the CL 289 
Reconnaissance Drone; a system intended for use by 
NATO Forces in Europe. The program is expected to 
go into production in the mid 1980's. 

The most recent success in our history is the 
upper stage NIKHA (Indian word for Little Goose) 
motor for the Black Brant three state Terrier boosted 
sounding rocket developed for NASA and suc
cessfully flown from their Wallops Island test range 
on the Virginia coast of the USA. 

From the early beginnings then, we have come a 
long way with our products being delivered to the far 
parts of the world. The future looks bright and with 
the commissioning of our new facilities we are well 
established and able to carryon into the 1980's and 
beyond. 

History of Rockwood Fish Hatchery 
The Rockwood Hatchery is an experimental fish

eries research facility operated by the federal Depart
ment of Fisheries and Oceans. It was opened in 1971 
and is used extensively for research in aquaCUlture in 
the Canadian prairies. 

Interest in the possibility of developing an aqua
cultural industry in Manitoba was stimulated by 
success in the planting of sloughs or 'pot-hole' lakes 
with rainbow trout in order to take an annual harvest. 
This activity developed largely in the area of the 
Province to the south of Riding Mountain National 
Park in the vicinity of the town of Erickson. 

It was recognized that while this method of aqua
culture had potential in some areas of the prairies 
other methods also offered commercial success. In 



particular the possibility of using constructed ponds, 
harvestable by draining, was actively considered. 

An extensive survey, with the help of the 
Province of Manitoba Water Resources Division, 
was conducted to try and find a suitable site; the 
prime requirements were an abundant water supply 
on land of relatively limited agricultural potential, 
having a satisfactory clay fraction to facilitate pond 
construction. Sites to the east of Riding Mountain, 
throughout the Interlake and in the Piney district of 
the south-east part of the Province were examined. 
Interest gradually narrowed to a quarter section 
owned by Cockerill Brothers of Gunton. 

The site was available for a reasonable price, 
there was evidence of a good water supply and pond 
construction seemed feasible. 

In the midst of this survey in the late summer and 
fall of 1970 the then Minister of Fisheries, the Hon. 
Jack Davis, indicated that as part of a Winter Works 
Program, money could be made available for the 
construction of a hatchery to meet the needs of the 
developing rainbow trout program. 

Underwood and McLelland were engaged as 
consultants and tests initiated to determine the full 
suitability of the Balmoral site. Pumping tests on the 
well, chemical analysis of the water and soil physics 
examination of the suitability of the soil for pond 
construction all indicated favourable conditions. The 
land was therefore purchased and design studies ini
tiated for both a hatchery and pond complex. 

The over-riding design criteria were flexibility 
and simplicity of construction and operation, as well 
as isolation from surface waters in order to provide 
freedom from disease contamination. 

Construction was started in December 1970 and 
very largely completed by May 1971. The first fish 
were introduced in the summer of 1971. 

In 1975-76 a hatchery annex was constructed for 
holding different strains of rainbow trout brood 
stock. In 1978 in cooperation with the federal De
partment of Energy, Mines and Resources, a series of 
solar collectors were added to provide heated water 
for the annex. This operation was so successful that 
in 1979 solar collectors were added to the hatchery 
residences and in 1981-82 they were added to the 
main hatchery. This fish hatchery is one of very few 
in the world that use solar collectors as a major 
source of heat. 

At the time of its opening and for the first four 
years thereafter the hatchery provided fish for re
search on pothole trout farming and fisheries re
search at the Freshwater Institute in Winnipeg. The 
hatchery now serves as a facility for research in 
aquaculture in tanks using recirculated water, fish 
nutrition, fish genetics and fish diseases. 
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Originally referred to as the Balmoral Fish 
Hatchery the name was officially changed to the 
Rockwood Fish Hatchery at the request of the Reeve 
of the Rockwood Rural Municipality. 

Rockwood Quarries 
Almost as early as farming in the Municipality, 

there have been quarries operating in the Munic
ipality of Rockwood. Very early, farms had masonry 
buildings and small periodic lime kilns were used to 
produce lime for mortar. Very often, the stone used to 
make lime was pieked from the fields. 

At a very early date, the Municipality had indus
tries at various points in the Stonewall, Stony Moun
tain, and Gunton areas. It is not a coincidence that 
place names include Stone, Rock and Stony in them. 
Stonewall 

The Town of Stonewall had as many as seven 
quarries operating in the early days. Our first record 
of a quarry was operated in 1880 by John Gunn in 
Section 30, Township 13, Range 2 East. 

Old Pot kiln, Stonewall. 

In 1882, Enoch Williams began quarrying in 
Section 31, and later opened another quarry in Sec
tion 36 across the road. Andy Patterson also quarried 
on property in the southwest comer of Section 31. 

By 1905, five quarries were in operation. Irwin's 
Quarry was in the most western part of Section 36. It 
was owned and operated by Peter Irwin & Sons who 
had recently started operations. The early output in 
1905 was limestone rubble, but later, a battery of pot 
kilns was erected. 

Fullbrook's quarry, which was also in Section 36, 
was east of the Irwin quarry. It was owned and 
operated by 1. W. Fullbrook but was soon to be 
controlled by The Winnipeg Supply and Fuel Com
pany Ltd. The quarry had two pot kilns, one draw 
kiln and a crushing outfit delivering a product to flat 
cars on the rail way siding. 

The Williams quarry, in the southwest quarter 
section of 31, was still being operated by E. Williams 



& Company. This quarry had two pot kilns and a 
crushing plant. The stone was crushed for concrete 
and the fines were used for roofing material. 

Patterson's quarry was owned and operated by A. 
Patterson and Company. Gunn's quarry in Section 30 
was operated by John Gunn & Sons. In this quarry, a 
crushing plant had not been installed, but lime was 
produced by one pot kiln and one draw kiln. This 
draw kiln was distinguished by a long wooden trestle 
used to haul the stone to the top of the kiln. 

In 1910, The Winnipeg Supply and Fuel Compa
ny purchased Patterson's property. They had already 
bought the Fullbrook and Irwin interests. 

By 1916, there were only two companies in oper
ation, The Winnipeg Supply and Fuel Company and 
Manitoba Quarries Limited. Manitoba Quarries was 
made up of the Gunn and William's interests. 

By 1927, The Winnipeg Supply and Fuel Compa
ny was the only company operating. The stone was 
being extracted from two quarries, one on either side 
of Hickey Avenue. Overburden was removed by an 
electric shovel. The lime plants consisted of a battery 
of three kilns in the west quarry and two kilns and a 
crusher in the east quarry. 

By 1930, Winnipeg Supply was still operating 
five lime kilns and a crushing plant. The quicklime, 
in lump form, was shipped to Canada Gypsum and 
Gypsum Lime and Alabastine, in Winnipeg, for 
hydrated lime. By this time, the Gunn quarry was 
idle. 

By 1944, Winnipeg Supply owned all the high 
grade dolomite stone remaining on the outskirts of 
the town. At the north edge of town, the east and west 
quarries had been joined by an underpass under 
Hickey Avenue. 

Rockspur Quarry, 1906. 
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Stonewall Quarry looking east from bridge on #236. 

By 1946, the quarry produced 32,360 tonnes of 
dolomite stone, of which 26,490 tonnes was calcined 
into lime. In addition, limestone was shipped for 
metallurgical flux, road ballast, etc., and four of the 
five kilns were in operation. 

.In 1948, the lime kilns were switched from wood 
firing to lignite and sub-bituminuous coal in place of 
cord wood. 

In 1963, the old Irwin quarry was rehabilitated 
and converted into a recreation area known as Kins
men Lake. 

By 1965, the stone was depleted from all the 
workings around Stonewall including the Gunn 
Quarry. 

Stone was then hauled from the Lillies' Farm, 
which will be dicussed in a later part of this article. 

By 1967, economics forced the closing of the 
Stonewall pant and the lime operations were con
cluded in Stonewall. 



Gunton 
The first quarry in the Gunton area was operated 

in 1905 by Enoch Williams & Sons on the west side of 
the CPR track. 

By 1906, John Gunn purchased the John Devlin 
property on the east side of the tracks and put in a full 
line of quarry equipment. Also in this year, Enoch 
Williams & Company installed a stone crusher and 
steam plant on their property. Donald Gunn sold his 
quarry property to a syndicate who also installed 
heavy equipment, most of the work being carried on 
during the summer months. The quarries produced 
crushed stone, building stone and lime. At times, 
300 to 500 men were employed. 

By 1914, some of the quarries were no longer in 
operation and lime was produced in one set of kilns. 

In 1916, Manitoba Quarries Limited operated the 
three quarries from which large quantities of stone 
had been removed. 

By 1927, all quarries, which were in operation 
around 1917, had ceased operation and were idle until 
1963 when Number 2 quarry was operated by Build
ing products & Concrete Supply for runway material 
at Gimli. 
Birse or Gillis Quarry 

In 1916, Ira Stratton acquired the quarrying rights 
in Section 4, Township 14, 2 East. The Winnipeg 
Supply and Fuel Company obtained samples for 
chemical analysis, but very little work was done. 

By 1944, Gillis Quarries Limited held the quarry 
and a stone kiln was constructed, which was charged 
by a stiffleg derrick which dumped directly into the 
top of the kiln. The kiln was built from blocks of 
stone acquired from the top part of the quarry, and 
was capable of producing 14 tons of lime a day with 
wood fuel. 

This Gillis Quarry ceased operations in 1944 and 
has been inactive since that time. 
Stony Mountain 

In the early days, there were as many as three 
quarries operating at one time in the Stony Mountain 
area. 

Our first record of a quarry at Stony Mountain is 
the Gunn Quarry located in Section 11, Township 13, 
Range 2 East, which was operted by John Gunn & 
Sons of Winnipeg. By 1905, the quarry was produc
ing rubble and crushed stone. The operation had two 
steam drills and a steam derrick, with a crushing 
outfit and a draw kiln. 

In 1913, The City of Winnipeg quarry was in 
operation. The old Gunn quarry was being operated 
by Manitoba Quarries Limited. This company oper
ated the 113 tonne crusher and the property was 
connected to the railway by a spur track. 

In 1924, The City of Winnipeg installed a central 
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concrete mixing plant on Ross Avenue in Winnipeg 
and began shipping their stone to this plant. Much of 
the stone was hauled in skips by horses and dumped 
into a crusher at the plant. 

By 1927, the City had installed an electric shovel 
to remove the overburden. Cable-hauled trams were 
now being used to haul the stone to the crusher. The 
quarry supplied the city streets and Canadian Pacific 
Railway with crushed stone, and the C.P.R. with 
rubble. 

By 1928, the Municipality of Rockwood was 
operating the old Gunn quarry in Stony Mountain for 
crushed stone. 

About 1944, The City of Winnipeg acquired the 
old Gunn quarry from the Municipality of Rock
wood. It was now separated from the city quarry by a 
road allowance. They proposed to quarry the stone in 
the road allowance and extend operations into the 
Gunn Quarry. The City replaced the narrow gauge 
tracks with modem quarry trucks. At this time, the 
chief product was crushed stone for concrete aggre
gate and mastic pavements, but asphalt filler was also 
produced and material crushed under 5 mm was 
widely shipped for use as a tennis court dressing. 

By 1947, a grate hammer mill was installed to 
replace secondary crushers and a total of 59,440 
tonnes of crushed stone was produced. 
Limes Farm Quarry 

The first of the newer quarries to be developed 
from farm land was the Lillies quarry, which was 
started in 1957. 

In 1957, The Winnipeg Supply and Fuel Compa
ny opened a quarry on the Lillies farm, north and east 
of Stonewall on Section 32, Township 13, 2 East. 
Most of the stone from this quarry was used to feed 
the kilns at Stonewall until they were shut down in 
1967. Some quantities were shipped to the compa
n)'.'s high-magnesium lime plant in Tuxedo, Man
itoba. 

This quarry has not been worked since 1978. 
Standard Limestone Quarry 

This dolomite quarry is situated in Section 33, 
Township 13, 2 East. In 1961, Standard Cartage and 
Machine Rentals Limited opened this quarry in the 
month of January. A crushing plant was installed later 
in the year. 

By 1964, this quarry was operating in three 
benches, making a total depth of 12m. 

In 1966, a new impact type crusher was installed, 
which did all the crushing in one operation. The 
material was then screened and trucked away. 

In 1967, the plant converted from diesel to elec
tric power. 

This quarry still operates, turning out large quan
tities of crushed stone every year. 



Northwest Quarry 
This quarry located in Section 33, Township 13,2 

East, was opened in about 1963 by Tallman Gravel 
and Sand Supply Ltd. This company later became 
part of BACM Industries Limited. 

The quarry has remained dormant, but from time 
to time supplying materials for large contracts. It was 
again opened in 1977 and operations continued until 
1978. 

Kleysen's Quarry 
This quarry was operated by Kleysen's Cartage 

Company Limited in 1968 close to Highway 67. 
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The quarry operated only for a short time in 1968 
and was ordered to be shut down with the leases 
cancelled in 1975. 

In 1978, quarry leases were issued to Riverside 
Gravel Company Limited. 
General Stone Quarry 

This quarry is located north of the Lillies quarry 
in Section 5, Township 14. Operations began in the 
fall of 1976. By October 1976, the overburden had 
been removed and blasting of rock had begun. By 
1978, additional crushing equipment was added and 
a triple deck screen. 

This operation still continues at time of writing. 



Church 
Churches 

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love. 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

John Fawcett, 1740-1817, and others. 

Early History Of All Saints' Church, 
Victoria 
by Ewart Good 

In the early seventies, Rev. S. P. Matheson, later 
Archbishop Matheson, Primate of all Canada, fol
lowed his old neighbors of Middlechurch, and be
came the first student Minister to hold Anglican 
services in this parish. 

His first service was held in the home of Robert 
Good, in Rockwood, and he had charge of the area 
from north of where Teulon now stands, South to 
Stony Mountain. 

Chapel services were held at the Manitoba Peni
tentiary at 9: 15 in the morning, then Rev. Matheson 
went to Victoria, where he held service at 11:00 at the 
home of Mr. John Vincent, who had the largest and 
most commodious house in the settlement. Services 
were held there until the church was built. 

In the afternoon, service was held at Rockwood, 
in the farm home of Robert Good, who was a staunch 
Methodist. As this was the only Protestant service 
held in the district, people came to it from far and 
wide, including Grassmere and Grosse Isle, even 
though they were not Anglicans. 

Later on, Mr. Edward Good, an ardent Anglican, 
arrived, and as his house was larger, the services 
were transferred to his place. 

His brother, John, also arrived and settled for a 
short time near him. John Good had a large family, so 
the Anglican element was greatly increased. Later on 
the services were held in Rockwood School. These 
services became the nucleus of the Stonewall Church 
of the Ascension. 

Students from St. John's College, who helped 
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Matheson in this early work were Frank Green, A. G. 
Pinkham, Arthur Goulding and others. 

In 1876, when Rev. S. 1. Matheson was in En
gland, he collected a small sum of money towards the 
building of Victoria Church. He received contribu
tions from some of his relatives on condition that the 
Church be named "All Saint's", after one of the 
parish churches in Shrewsbury, England. With the 
money he collected he purchased the lumber which 
was hauled out by ox teams from Winnipeg. 

All Saints Church, Victoria. 

The main part of the building was erected of logs, 
and most of the labor was voluntary, so as to keep 
down the cost. Some of those who gave their services 
were the Vincents', C. Sibbald, the Thomas's, Dr. 
Baldwin, Joe Bruce, the Grahame's and others. The 
only money which was expended for labor was about 
thirty dollars, paid to Mr. Alexander Dahl. He was a 
good carpenter and supervised the work. The carved, 
open work separating the chancel from the nave of 
the Church, was done by Mr. James Taylor. 

The bell, which was installed in the belfry, was 
loaned by Warden Bedson, of Stony Mountain peni
tentiary, for a period of ninety-nine years. 

At last All Saint's Church was completed and 
ready for service. It was dedicated on December 23, 



1877, the year that was known as the year of the 
"Open Winter". 

The Cathedral staff of St. John's, who came out to 
take part in the opening service, had quite an experi
ence in returning to Winnipeg. It had rained inces
santly for three days, and on their return trip the rain 
turned to sleet and everyone was encased in ice. 

All Saint's was the first Church Rev. S. P. Mathe
son had built in a district where he had served as a 
student, so he was very much attached to it, and 
wanted to settle down as its incumbent. With that in 
view he bought 40 acres of land, a portion of which 
was deeded to the Church and cemetery. A site for his 
house was chosen, but the house was never built, as 
Bishop Machray would not let Matheson leave St. 
John's. So Matheson sold the land and from the 
proceeds of the sale he formed a small endowment, 
which is still in possession of All Saint's Church. 

The Victoria Church was the first Anglican one 
built outside of the Red River belt; Springfield being 
next, so historically, All Saint's Church is the Mother 
of this parish. 

The fiftieth anniversary service of All Saint's 
Church, held October 9, 1927, was largely attended, 
and the service was taken by Rev. J. Anderson, Rec
tor. The sermon was preached by His Grace, the 
Archbishop Matheson, who told the story of the early 
settlement of the district and the opening of the 
Church. 

The message that his Grace brought to the de
scendants of those pioneers was the same as that 
preached fifty years ago, "The Everlasting Gospel" . 

Some of those present at the anniversary service 
who were present fifty years ago at the first service 
besides His Grace the Archbishop, were Chancellor 
John Machray, James McLean, from Winnipeg; Ed
ward Thomas, Teulon, Thomas Vincent and Mrs. 
William Townley, Stony Mountain; Mrs. James 
Grahame, Mrs. George Vincent and Mr. J. A. Vin
cent, Stonewall. 

The singing at this service was led by the choir of 
the Church of the Ascension, Stonewall, under the 
leadership of Mr. T. Williams, with Mr. Robert Baker 
at the organ. 

At the 62nd anniversary, the sole survivor of 
those who had attended the dedication service who 
was present at its anniversary was Mr. Joseph Bruce. 
Later on Mr. Bruce passed away, and was laid to rest 
in the cemetery of All Saint's, Victoria. 

The church at Brant was built in 1905, during the 
incumbency of the Rev. L. Howe. It was called St. 
John's, as a compliment to two officers of the church, 
namely, William Inkster and Joseph Bruce, who at 
one time lived in St. John's Cathedral Parish. 

Services were held at St. John's Church during 
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the summer, but All Saint's, which is still in good 
state of repair, has been closed since 1954. 

All Saint's Church was closed after Rev. Maurice 
Hardman's health failed, with the results, when the 
faithful moved out the undesirables moved in. With 
considerable vandalism, stealing, even the big old 
box stove disappeared and windows were shot out, 
we put a padlock on the door, but it was broken off. 
Until the fall of 1970, when the Synod Office gave the 
church building of All Saint's Victoria to the Vestry 
of the Church Ascension to do as they saw fit with it. 
If they could move it into Stonewall and make use of 
it, fine, if not they could sell it to a farmer who might 
be able to use it as a granary or a pig pen, or if it could 
not be moved, the Synod would demolish it. 

When I was informed of their intentions, I called 
a meeting that was held at my home. There were 
twenty-one present at the meeting and after hearing 
the verdict of the Synod Office a vote was taken, to 
see if we would restore the Church or let the Synod 
Office have their way, "as they don't like to be 
contradicted." The vote was taken. One lady ab
stained from voting, the remaining twenty voted to 
restore the Church and keep it for the sake of posteri
ty. 

We had $165.00 on hand from the old bank ac
count, we also had the signing officers changed to the 
Rector's Warden and the People's Warden. This way 
the Synod nor anyone else could touch that money, 
only the two Wardens. Which is quite satisfactory 
with us. 

We hired Mr. Tom Chicken of Balmoral to paint 
the Church, both inside and outside at a cost of 
$200.00. We also hired the late Mr. Hector Vincent 
to rebuild the belfry at a cost of $250.00. 

Willing hands with lawn mowers cut the grass 
and at last the old Church was ready for another 
service. 

The endowment from the sale of the 35 acres 
mounted to $600.00; this endowment was deposited 
with the Synod with the understanding if ever the 
Church couldn't pay its way, this money was to be 
used for just such purposes. However, this was not to 
be, once the Synod get their hands on any money, 
that is it, they won't give it up. Apparently they 
worship the dollar just as much as any mortgage 
company. 

Besides the interest, which incidentally we never 
got, was forwarded to the Vestry of the Church of the 
Ascension Stonewall. 

This set up is supposed to make everyone con
cerned happy. Yes, the Synod Office is happy as well 
as the Vestry of the Church of the Ascension; "but we 
are not". 

The lesson I learned from this transaction is, if 



anyone toys with the idea of misappropriating 
money, do it in or under the name of religion and 
everything is all right. 

A letter in my file, from the Synod Office, dated 
May 17th, 1971, gave us the ultimatum, if the Church 
wasn't restored to an acceptable condition by Octo
ber 1st, they would send the demolition crew out, and 
demolish this venerable old Church. 

However this did not come to pass as a service 
was held on early September with an overflow 
crowd, when the collection was counted, we had 
taken in $514.00. 

Thanks to the faithful. 
We hold at least one service a year and the 

grounds are mowed regularly. The bank account is 
over $2000.00 now. 

When the Synod intended to demolish the old 
Church, they gave the baptismal font to Stonewall 
and the big bell, that Col Bedson gave the Church 
when it was built, was given to a Church at Ames. 

However the bell didn't go anywhere. It is still 
intact in the Church belfry, all blessed and ready to 
call the faithful back to rejoice and worship in the 
first Anglican Church built outside the Red River 
settlement. 

And the money in the bank stays to repair and 
keep the grounds in a respectable manner. 

The legal description of the Church grounds is: 
the most easterly 521.4 feet in width of the most 
westerly 1659 % feet in width of the most southerly 
417 feet in depth of the south east quarter of section 
21-14-2East. 

A newspaper clipping given me by Mr. Norman 
Gorman, dated Jan. 5th, 1878, lists the program of a 
concert held in the Church. 

Part 1 
Duet, Vocal 
Song 
Song 
Song 
Reading 
Piano Solo 
Song 
PartH 

Messrs. Graham and Mannix 
"Please give me a penny" Mrs. Allen 
"Maple Leaf" Mr. Mannix 
"Iron Horse" Mr. Graham 
Canon O'Meara 
Mrs. Allen 
Ellar Rhree Mr. Sibbald 

Song "Gentle Annie" Mr. A. Dahl 
Song "The flag that braved a thousand years" 

Mr. Mannix 

One thing that All Saint's Victoria and Victoria 
School had in common was that both sported a stile, 
in fact Victoria School had two stiles. One was im
mediately south of the front gate and the second one 
was north of the pump, it was meant to accommodate 
the pupils coming from the north and north west, 
who used the old cart trail, that led the early pioneers 
to Winnipeg. 

The stile, in front of and across the road from All 
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Saint's was to accommodate the pedestrians coming 
from the south, on the same cart trail which passed 
just west of the Church grounds. However, all signs 
of the stiles ever existing are long gone. 

The clergy who were in charge of this parish 
were: Rev. S. P. Matheson (later Archbishop Mathe
son), Rev. Cyprian Pinkham, Rev. F. Greene, 1892; 
Rev. A. W. Goulding, 1886-1888; Rev. James H. R. 
Wood 1889-1892; Rev. H. D. Cooper, Rev.1. W. 
Page, 1893; Rev. Joseph Bowker, 1893-1894; Rev. 
Herbert Dransfield, 1895-1896; Rev. Charles Wood, 
1897-1903; Rev. E. L. Howe, 1904-1907; Rev. F. W. 
Goodeve (later Canon Goodeve) 1907-1914; Rev. 1. 
Anderson (later Archdeacon Anderson) 1915-1942; 
Rev. G. 1. Fay, 1942-1945; Rev. E. 1. I. Hoad, 
1945-1950; Rev. Maurice Hardman, 1950-1954; Rev. 
D. Stewart, 1954-1958; Rev. B. A. Rathbone, 1958; 
1960-1970 John Martinson, Tony Harwood Jones 
1972-1980 Len Fryer; present rector - John Caird. 

Balmoral (Methodist) United Church 
submitted by Lois Peach from information 
compiled by Neilona Robinson 

Since the first settlers arrived in the Balmoral 
district in the early 1870's, they started holding 
church services in the homes, with a missionary 
coming from Winnipeg once a month. 

Later John Peden donated a piece of land on NE V4 
of 2-15-lE where the first church was built in 1877. 
The first ministers were Rev. Merriam, Rev. Dyer, 
and later a missionary from Africa, Mr. Lawrence. 

In 1889 the Balmoral Methodist Church was 
erected, later to become the Balmoral United 
Church, dedicated November 3, 1889, with Rev. 
Rutledge conducting the service. The minister at that 
time was Rev. R. B. Laidly. 

The members of the Board of Trustees were: 
Charles Mollard 
Albert Mollard 

Balmoral Methodist Church and Balmoral's second school 
before 1915. 



George Peach 
John Fines 
Norris Fines 
Richard Fines 
George Buckpitt 
Robert Andrew 
Martin Shipley. 

Organist for many years was Edward Mollard. 
On the earliest Communion Roll besides the trus

tees' families were: Cliffords, Coverdales, Holts, 
Rogers, Berrys, Fraynes, Pedens, Jeffersons, P. Hill, 
Steel Hunter, S. Sutherland. 

During the early 1920's the church was raised and 
a basement put under it. 
o In 1917 a request from the members of the An
glican Church was granted for them to use the Meth
odist Church for their services. This was done until 
St. Peters Anglican Church was completed. 

Records show that the Balmoral Methodist 
Church became part of the Stonewall Methodist Cir
cuit from 1884 until Union in 1925. 

In 1917 members of the Presbyterian Church were 
granted their own Board of Managers or Session and 
the right to pay half the stipend and half the upkeep of 
the manse. In the 1890's a new manse was built in 
Balmoral. In the years 1917-1925 Victoria Pres
byterian Church was closed and the manse there was 
rented. 

On June 10, 1925 the United Church of Canada 
came into being, and on November 22, 1925 Bal
moral Methodist Church and Victoria Presbyterian 
Church united. Rev. 1. B. McLaren was the first 
minister of the combined churches. Mr. 1. H. Mc
Clure was elected to continue as Session Clerk. He 
served faithfully until 1932, a period of 41 years. 

After church union Balmoral and Victoria were 
not financially able to carryon as one charge, and 
later Argyle Church was added. Then in 1947, these 
three churches became part of Stonewall Charge. In 
1960 the Balmoral and Victoria congregations, now 
being one, became part of Teulon Pastoral Charge. 
This is the arrangement at the present time, 1982. 

Rev. and Mrs. Henders led a Hi-C group for 
teenagers of the Teulon Pastoral Charge. The Thurs
day evening group meetings alternated among the 
three communities. Rev. 1. Redpath also led the Hi-C 
group for a time. There was time for fun and games, 
study and discussion, lunch and coffee. Occasionally 
there were special events including parties, caroll
ing, roller skating and wiener roasts. 

Some of the organists recorded are: Mr. Ed Mol
lard, Effie McLaren, Jessie (Fines) Porter, Mrs. 
Whillans, and more recently Mrs. A. Waterer, Mrs. 
L. Latta, Mrs. D. H. Simpson and Mrs. Emeline 
Shipley. 
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Ladies' Aid, Women's Association, 
V.C.W. 
by Lois Peach 
from information compiled by Neilona Robinson 

Soon after the Victoria Presbyterian Church was 
opened in 1883, the women of the district formed a 
Ladies' Aid to carryon their share of the work of the 
church. They met regularly in the homes. They held 
lawn teas, bazaars, and picnics for many years. The 
anniversary supper was an important event. A con
cert followed in the church. 

The earliest record for Balmoral was in 1909. The 
Ladies' Aid helped toward the minister's salary and 
looked after the upkeep of the church bUilding. For 
extra expenses, they also had concerts, dinners or 
plays and made quilts. 

The July 1 picnic became an annual event in 
Balmoral. The main sports attractions were the foot
ball games for which first prize was $10.00. Each 
year the anniversary supper was held in the Balmoral 
Church basement. 

After Church Union in 1925, it was decided to 
form a society for each appointment and each society 
held bazaars, concerts, etc. 

The highlight of Victoria Ladies' Aid was the 
annual picnic held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Peach, the first one being in June, 1926. The first 
picnics were held on the lawn but these soon ex
panded to include the whole yard. These picnics 
brought people from near and far. For a couple of 
years Balmoral and Victoria Ladies' Aids joined in 
this event until competition with sports days forced 
them to discontinue the annual picnic after 1948. 

In 1947 the two Ladies' Aids formed two Circles 
under the Balmoral Charge as Victoria Church was 
closed. In 1959 the Balmoral Women's Association 
included the Women's Missionary Society and its 
work which had been carried on for many years. 

In 1962 the organization became known as the 
Balmoral United Church Women. 

A more recent part of the missionary effort is the 
sponsoring of a foster child in Kenya through the 
Christian Children's Fund. This includes an annual 
donation plus gifts of money for something the child 
needs for Christmas and birthday, and of course 
letters, too. 

Each year a box of requested clothing is sent to a 
northern community of the Presbytery. 

The U.C.W. pay their share towards the upkeep 
of the manse, to the Stewards for the work of the 
church, and to the Mission and Service fund. They 
also donate to the Institute for the Blind, the Uni
tarian Service Committee, and the Student Christian 
Movement. 

The World Day of Prayer service, organized by 0 



the ladies, has been shared by the churches of the 
district and has been held alternately in the Anglican 
and United Churches, with a lunch and social time 
enjoyed afterwards. 

The U. C. W. organization has greatly decreased 
in numbers because many of the valued members 
have passed away, or left the community. However, 
they plan the Fall Turkey Supper and bazaar table but 
rely on the co-operation of everyone to help supply 
food and assist in many ways to make the whole 
undertaking a great success. 

The 50th anniversary of the United Church re
membering the Ladies' Aid and the W.M.S. and 
U.C.W. organizations as part of Church Union 
1925-1975, was held in Oak Bank on June 7, 1975. 
The program included a history of development up to 
the present, early financial reports, and a comparison 
of programs, music, worship, and dress. There have 
been many changes but the basic ideals of helping the 
church, the people, and others, remain. 

The Trysted Tree 
By far Saskatchewan's Broad foam 
I dug a seedling tree, 
To plant in Manitoba's loam 
And flourish as the free; 
An urge was there that gave it birth 
The tiny roots went down, 
The branches timidly put forth 
And formed a lowly crown. 

A quarter century and I, 
Whom war had swept amain, 
Returned beneath a summer sky 
To tryst my tree again; 
Great realms had crumbled as the clay, 
Deep change was everywhere, 
Old friends around had passed away, 
But 10, it still was there. 

A graceful, upright evergreen 
A modest living thing, 
That dormant cheers the wintry scene 
And waking grows with spring. 
It is my dream of long ago 
When there I raised the sod, 
Alone they sense the joy I know 
Who work with time and God. 

Rev. 1. W. Whillans 
Rev. 1. W. Whillans died in Edmonton, Sunday 

June 27, 1954. Buried in Galt, Ontario. The spruce 
stands on the East side of the manse, and it has grown 
to a height well above the structure. 

At the end of September 1912, I took a small tree 
from the banks of the Saskatchewan River, near Fort a 
la Corn, Sask., and planted it in the grounds of the 
manse at Balmoral, Man., where I was then minister. 
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The place where I got it is about 60 miles east of 
Prince Albert. A few years ago I saw my tree on the 
only visit I have made to Balmoral since I left and 
botanised it as being a black spruce. It had escaped 
injury and was shapely and healthy. 

It is well known to the people in the district, many 
of whom no doubt have forgotten the story. 

1.W.W. 
Note: While dismantling an old cupboard which be
longed to the late Mrs. Angus McIver, Mr. A. D. 
MacKenzie, Balmoral, found the above clipping and 
in view of the fact that the obituary of Rev. 1. W. 
Whillans appears in this issue we reprint the verses 
for our readers. 

The names of the ministers in order of their min
istryarea: 
Balmoral Methodist Church-Stonewall Circuit 

Rev. 1. A. Jackson 
Rev. A. B. Hames 
Rev. R. B., Laidly 
Rev. P. W. Davies 
Rev. O. Darwin 
Rev. 1. A. McClung 
Rev. D. M. Kennedy 
Rev. F. A. Buckley 
Rev. C. S. Lardman 
Rev. T. G, Bethel 
Rev. J. H. Burrow 
Rev. R. E. McCullagh 
Rev. W. H. C. Leech 
Rev. 1. E. Lane 
Balmoral United Church: 

1884-1886 
1886-1887 
1887-1890 
1891-1892 
1892-1896 
1897-1899 
1899-1902 
1902-1905 
1905-1906 
1906-1910 
1910-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1922 
1923-1925 

Rev. 1. B. McLaren 1925-1927 
Rev. Gilbert S. Curtis 1927-1928 
Rev. T. W. Bailey 1928-1929 
Rev. N. R. Wright 1929-1931 
Rev. 1. Edgar Clarke 1931-1934 
Rev. G. A. Austin 1934-1935 
Rev. Dr. Scott 1935 
Rev. Donald MacTavish 1935-1937 
Rev. L. L. Meech 1937-1940 
Rev. 1. E H. Barber 1940-1941 
Rev. C. D. Rupp 1941-1947 
Balmoral United Church-Stonewall Pas
toral Charge: 
Rev. Ian Kemlo 1947-1948 
Rev. Joseph Wiznuk 1948-1957 
Rev. R. F. McPherson 1957-1959 
Balmoral United Church-Teulon Pastoral 
Charge: 
Rev. R. C. Matthews 
Rev. N. C. MacIntosh 
Rev. K. C. Henders 
Rev. Joseph Redpath 
Rev. D. Kilpatrick 

January-July 1960 
1960-1963 
1963-1965 
1965-1972 

1972-

Balmoral Union Sunday School 
by John Peach 

In 1878 the first Sunday School in Balmoral was 
organized by Wm. Ashdown. It was a Union Sunday 
School for all denominations. The first school had 
just been built so classes were held there. Later the 
second school was used, and an organ secured. Miss 



Maggie Jefferson and later Miss Ada Cleland were 
organists and also teachers. Miss Mary Wells and 
Mrs. Buckpitt also took a great interest in the Sunday 
School work. Both John and Jim Barbour were good 
singers, and John led the singing. Mr. Ashdown was 
the first superintendent. He was followed by George 
Buckpitt and Archie Robertson. 

After Victoria Presbyterian Church was built in 
1883, Sunday School was held there. 

The Balmoral Methodist Sunday School was be
gun before 1891. The names of some of the families 
who were involved in the Sunday School are: Fines, 
Mollard, Buckpitt, Shipley, Peach, Andrew, Nickle, 
Frayne, Foulston and Willcott. 

In 1912 the Union Sunday School united with the 
Methodist Sunday SchooL The superintendent was 
Mr. John Fines. Mr. 1. McGowan was superintendent 
for a short time. After teaching for a number of years, 
Mrs. Stonhouse became superintendent in the early 
1920's. She served in that position until she left the 
community in 1937. When the Victoria Sunday 
School closed at the end of 1935, several families 
who had been involved in it came to Balmoral. 

In 1938, Mr. Franklin Murray was superinten
dent. Mr. C. Chatfield held that office in 1939 and 
1940. After teaching at Victoria and Balmoral, Mrs. 
H. Peach was superintendent from 1941 to 1965. Mrs. 
R. E. Main, the present superintendent, taught for 
about twenty years before succeeding Mrs. Peach. 

In over a century, countless people have worked 
as teachers and officers and helped in other ways. 
One long-time teacher was Mrs. T. Fox. Mrs. James 
Fines taught the senior girls' class for many years. A 
present-day teacher, Mrs. Vivian MacKenzie, has 
taught since about 1932 except for several years in the 
1940's. 

During some years, the church was nearly filled 
by the Sunday School. At other times, attendance 
dropped, and it was hard for teachers and officers not 
to be discouraged. 

Perfect attendance and best attendance records 
were rewarded. Bibles were given as awards. Later, 
diplomas to which seals could be added each year 
were awarded. More recently, students with perfect 
attendance records are given books or other gifts. 
Students are presented with Bibles for completing 
memory work. 

For many years a special service has been held on 
Mother's Day. It is a time for parents and grand
parents, and former students and teachers to come. It 
is customary to have a guest speaker. Mr. R. W. Bend 
spoke at the services every year from 1945 to 1961 
and several times since then. Beginning in the 
1940's, district residents eighty years of age and over 
were honoured with gifts from the Sunday School. 
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At first African violet plants were given; then boxes 
of chocolates were presented. Since 1972 the practice 
has been to prepare corsages and give them to the 
mothers who attend. Now, because the emphasis is 
one the whole family, fathers are included. 

White Gifts are a custom which has continued for 
a long time. The offering used to be gifts wrapped in 
white paper. Since the early 1950's, the offering has 
been money which was used to help others through 
CARE, an orphanage in Korea, the Christmas Cheer 
Board, or the Salvation Army. 

Picnics have been important Sunday School ac
tivities. Some were held at City (Assiniboine) Park; 
several were at Winnipeg Beach. These were exciting 
trips for children who did not often enjoy such ac
tivities. Until 1959 picnics were held on the church 
and school grounds in Balmoral. Picnics included 
races of many sorts, ball games, peanut scrambles, a 
booth, and of course, food. 

In 1969, Sunday School began to continue 
through the winter and to close during the summer. 
Since then special activities have marked the end of 
the teaching year. The first was a walkathon which 
raised money to help a Metis student, Darlene Kem
ash, with her university education. Another year 
students and teachers, and family and friends en
joyed a cruise on the M S Lady Winnipeg. Family 
picnics are held on the grounds behind the church. 

Concerts have always been part of the Christmas 
celebrations in Balmoral. The Sunday School and the 
school have joined in putting on most of the concerts. 
Before the hall was built, concerts were held in the 
church. The pulpit was taken down and a stage erec
ted. Mr. James Fines and another helper from the 
community travelled to the north to cut a tree. It was 
so tall that the top was decorated before it was set up. 
Through the years, concerts have included pageants, 
songs, plays, drills, and a visit from Santa Claus. 
Candy bags and, until recent years, gifts were given 
to the children. 

In 1980, Balmoral Union Sunday School, along 
with Sunday Schools in many communities, cele
brated the two hundredth anniversary of Sunday 
Schools. Students displayed the posters they had 
made. Teachers told the story of Sunday Schools. 
There was a huge birthday cake with three candles 
which represented the past, the present, and the 
future. They were lighted by Mrs. H. Peach, Mrs. 
Vivian MacKenzie, and Kenneth Jahns, a student. 

It is not known how many people have helped 
with Sunday Schools in Balmoral or how much time 
and effort has been given, but it is known that their 
influence is spreading far and wide. 



Brant Argyle United Church - Our 
Church for a Century 

Brant Argyle Church in early 19505. 

It was in 1878 that Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Guthrie 
came and settled west of the village of Argyle, and it 
was in their home that the first Church services were 
held. 

After three years of church services at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Guthrie, the congregation acquired 
two acres of land for the church and cemetery from 
Mr. Daniel Ferguson for the sum of one dollar. 

In the year of 1881 the Brant Argyle United 
Church, then Presbyterian, was completed. The first 
service was held in the new church on November 26, 
1881, with Rev. Lawrence conducting the service. 
The name "Brant Argyle" was derived from the fact 
that the congregation came from both the Argyle 
district where the first services were held and Brant 
Township where the church was built. 

In 1952 the Brant Argyle Church was moved 
from its former site, one half mile north of Argyle 
village and placed on a full-size basement in the 
village of Argyle. A parlor was built at the back of the 
church and a new vestibule at the front. A short time 
later a furnace was installed. The congregation vol
unteered their time and finished the interior with 
plywood walls and ceiling tile. Wall to .wall carpet 
was installed. In 1961 an electric organ was bought. 

We feel sure that if those pioneers who built the 
church could see it now in the heart of the village, 
they would feel as we do, that in re-establishing, 
improving, and caring we are preserving a monu
ment to their memory. 

Grassmere United Church 
1875-1982 

The house of worship which symbolizes the exis
tence of the Grassmere Church Community is 
situated on the northwest quarter of 1O-13-1E. 
Grassmere Church was brought into being at a con-
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gregational meeting held at the home of Angus 
Frazer on September 29, 1875. 

Mr. Archie Sillers was credited with the naming 
of Grassmere Church, where it has stood on the 
comer of his original homestead for 107 years. The 
present building opened in December of 1895. 

The community has been a very stable one and 
many of the present members are direct descendants 
of the communicants in the early life of the con
gregation. 

In July 1975 the 100th Anniversary of Grassmere 
was celebrated with a special outdoor service where 
over 500 people gathered to worship and reflect upon 
past years and remember those whose inspiration, 
devotion and labor had made this day possible. 

An excellent history of the church "For a Hun
dred Years ... " was written by Helen (Matheson) 
Sisson. 

Grassmere has been fortunate in the calibre of 
each of its ministers. On July 26, 1981, Grassmere 
welcomed its nineteenth minister, Rev. Bill Gillis and 
family from Cole Harbour United Church in 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. 

Rev. William Gillis. Grassmere United Church. 1981. 

One of our young members, Eric Matheson, was 
ordained as a minister of the United Church of Cana
da, on May 31,1981 at the United Church Conference 
at Thompson, Manitoba. Eric had grown up in his 
small community and had attended church and Sun
day School and was active in the Young People's 
Group. He was the first member of Grassmere United 
Church to become an ordained minister. Rev. Eric 
Matheson is presently the minister at the mining 
community of Snow Lake, Manitoba. 

The Sunday School was once again reorganized 
in 1981, and though numbers are small, they are an 



enthusiastic group of little people - namely Bill 
Harcus, Hugh Harcus, Wesley Harcus, Brian Har
cus, Chrissy Harcus, Garth James, Susan James, 
Terri Essex, Dana Friederici and Colin Friederici. 

Even though the membership, supporters of the 
church, Sunday School attendants, and members of 
Women's Groups have remained relatively un
changed in numbers, they have still remained an 
active group for a small congregation. 

The congregation is continuing to look ahead and 
be a witness to the faith. We are yet inspired not to 
abandon our small, but treasured church where 
friendliness and warmth are abundant and where a 
feeling of belonging prevails. 

Gunton United Church 
submitted by Lois Peach 

Gunton Church. 1929. 

With the extending of the C.PR. to Teulon there 
was great interest in the stone quarries at Gunton. 
This brought in many workers and twenty-two En
glish families arrived in 1906, coming from Win
nipeg by train. With the influx of many people and 
businesses, there was need for a church in the village 
of Gunton which formed near the quarries. 

In 1907 the Methodist Church was opened with 
Rev. W. McNeill in charge. The services which were 
being held in the Greenridge School (which had 
originally opened in 1885) were transferred to Gun
ton. 

On October 13, 1907 the formal opening of the 
Methodist Church was conducted at Gunton where 
friends from Teulon, Balmoral and intermediate set
tlements came to fill the new church to overflowing. 
The choir from Teulon led the music very fittingly 
with the first hymn, "All Hail the Power of Jesus' 
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Name". Solos by Misses Forster and Snider were 
impressively rendered and well received. 

The minister for the special occasion was Rev. F. 
C. Middleton, of Wesley College, Winnipeg. His 
topic was "What is the True Church?" and the text 
from Genesis 28: 17, "This is none other than the 
house of God". He stated that the true church is a 
company of believers however small, even the two's 
and three's, with Jesus in the midst. The church of 
Christ is built not upon doctrine or theory but upon 
character. Our duty to the church is to attend its 
services, identify ourselves with it, and support its 
institutions. 

In 1912 Windsor Presbyterian congregation 
(Windsor began in 1895) united with Gunton Meth
odists, making one of the first union churches in 
Rockwood and forestalling the formality of union in 
1925. The first trustees were: William Quickfall, 
Duncan Campbell, Laughlin Campbell, Joseph 
Howsam and W. G. Dickie. 

An impressive service celebrating the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the church in Gunton was held on 
October 13, 1957. The choir sang, "The Old Rugged 
Cross" , dedicated to the memory of faithful builders 
through the years. 

Mr. Kenneth Beal, student minister at Stony 
Mountain, was guest speaker. Mr. Robert Quickfall 
spoke of the history of the church during the past fifty 
years. 

The choir sang "The Beautiful Garden of 
Prayer". The hymns "Holy, Holy, Holy", "Glory 
Be to God the Father," "Sing to the Lord of the 
Harvest", and "Faith of our Fathers" reminded every
one of the faith of the wonderful pioneers who built 
our churches. 

The 75th Anniversary of the Church will be cele
brated on July 25th, 1982. 

Mr. Keith Fraser, son of Don and Laverne Fraser 
is to be ordained in June, 1982. 

St. Johns' Anglican Church (Brant) 
submitted by Velma Slater 

At the tum of the 20th century, the people of the 
Brant district felt the need of a church in their area. 
Prior to the building of a church, services were held 
in the old Bruce School, which is situated one and a 
half miles north of the present church. Land was 
donated by Henry Last and in 1905 a church was 
erected by the local residents. The first rector was 
Rev. E. L. Howe. Pews, that had been hand made by 
Morris Willis, were brought from Headingley. 

The church was opened and consecrated on De
cember 31, 1905 by Archbishop S. P. Matheson, 
assisted by Archdeacon Vincent and Rev, E. L. 
Howe. The opening service held at 2:30 p.m. had an 



attendance of two hundred, followed by a con
firmation service at 7:00 p.m. with 150 being present. 

The church was called St. Johns', as a compli
ment to two wardens, namely William Inkster and 
Joseph Bruce. Both of these men had belonged to the 
parish of St. Johns' Cathedral, Winnipeg. 

The wardens at the time of the opening were 
Rectors Warden. Mr. 1. Bruce, Peoples' Warden Mr. 
William Inkster, Vestry: Messrs H. Last, R. Buck, 
W. F. Osborne, and Mr. H. Miller. 

The church was closed from 1915 to 1924 reopen
ing with Archdeacon Anderson as rector. While the 
church was closed parishioners went to All Saints 
Victoria or Balmoral. Because the rector lived in 
Stonewall, the church was closed during the winter 
months, reopening for Easter services and closing 
with a Christmas service. Archdeacon Anderson's 
mode of travel was by horse and buggy during the 
twenties. He was rector of this parish for 18 years. 

Morning services were held at 11:00 a.m. with 
Sunday School preceding. Superintendents, who 
worked in the Sunday School were Messrs: 1. W. 
Lindsay, John Inkster and C. S. Walley. Two of the 
Sunday School teachers were war brides who had 
come to live in the district after the first World War. 
These two ladies were Mrs. Bright and Mrs. Hales. 
Other teachers were Jessie Osborne, Conscie Inkster, 
Mrs. Dennis and C. S. Walley. To these teachers we 
owe a debt of gratitude for their Christian teachings. 

The organists who gave of their time and talent 
were Jessie Osborne, Mrs. Hales, Alice Willis, 
Mildred Willis, and Gertie Last. 

During the 1920's and 1930's the parish held its 
annual picnic, north of the church on a ridge near the 
Tom Amy farm. Races and ball games were the order 
of the day. Homemade tables and the ice cream stand 
were built in the shade of the poplars. An old wood 
stove was brought in to boil water for the tea. No 
wonder the tea reeked of smoke. The food was sup
plied by the ladies of the parish. 

As well as picnics in the summer, Christmas 
concerts were held in the homes. Inksters, Lasts and 
Willis' took turns having the concerts in their homes. 
The Sunday School children didn't have much time 
for practice so most of the items for the concerts were 
rehearsed at home. A few Christmas presents were 
distributed, also some candy and oranges. After the 
concert, again the ladies supplied a lovely lunch. 

On August 16, 1953 a new altar was dedicated by 
the rector Rev. Maurice Hardman. This altar was 
given in memory of John and Marjorie Willis by their 
children. It consists of an oak altar and reredos, brass 
cross and candlesticks, and superfrontals. 

This church had been closed for some time but 
for special occasions services are held for Harvest 
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Festival or Baptismals. Many original members of 
this church return to worship in this church whenever 
services are held. 

St. John's Brant Church. 

Care of the grounds has been in the hands of Don 
Last and Jack Willis. 

The clergy who were in charge of this Parish 
were: 
Rev. E. L. Howe 
Rev. F. W. Goodeve (Canon) 
Rev. Jacob Anderson (Archdeacon) 
Rev. George 1. Foy 
Rev. E. 1. I. Hoad 
Rev. Maurice Hardman 
Rev. Doug Stewart 
Rev. Bruce Rathbone 
Rev. John Martinson 
Rev. Tony Hardwood-lones 
Rev. Len Fryer 
Rev. John Caird 

1904-1907 
1907-1914 
1915-1942 
1942-1945 
1945-1950 
1950-1953 
1955-1958 
1958-1961 
1961-1970 

1970 
1971-1980 
1980-

St. Joseph's Church - Stony Mountain 
Plans to start parish at Stony Mountain began in 

1933 when the Chaplain of the Stony Mountain Peni
tentiary, Rev. 1. H. Fitzgerald began saying Mass in 
private homes on Sundays. 

Mr. Charles Patrick Kelpin donated one lot on 
which to build a Roman Catholic church which was 
built in 1935. The architect was Mr. Burke Gaffney of 
Winnipeg. The stone used was from the local quarry. 

The first meeting was held at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John McIvor;five families attended the meet
ing. They were Mr. and Mrs. John McIvor, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. Kelpin, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Slator, Mr. 
and Mrs. Coyle, and Mr. and Mrs. Nairney. 

The actual plans were drawn by one of the pris
oners who was taking a course in draftsmanship. The 
contractor was Joseph Skoda of Stony Mountain. 
Much of the work was done by the parishioners and 
friends in Stony Mountain. Even the children helped 
where they could. 



The ground adjacent to the church was purchased 
by the parishioners for a parking lot. 

The church was blessed on August 1935 by Arch
bishop A. A. Sinnott of Winnipeg. It had a seating 
capacity of 75. The Archbishop remarked on that 
occasion that it would prove too small for the future. 

In less than 25 years it had to be doubled in size to 
accommodate the growing population. The architect 
for the extension was Mr. 1. A. P. Marion of Chicago 
(brother of Mrs. Ulric Belanger). 

St. Joseph's Church, Stony Mountain, Man. 

Father Bedford, the Pastor, took great care to 
preserve the original Gothic design and maintain 
suitable proportions. Different organizations con
tributed to raising funds. There was a snow shoe 
party, dinners, teas, etc. Money also came from the 
Church Extension Fund in Toronto. 

The parishioners and friends from the surround
ing district gave generously of their time and talent to 
assist with the building and maintenance of the 
church. 

The History of St. Peter Lutheran Church 
by Shirley Kletke 

St. Peter Lutheran congregation was constituted 
on March 17, 1963 at a meeting in St. Cyprian An
glican Church, Teulon. The first council members 
were: Herb Kletke, Lawrence Kiel, Leo Jeske, 
Harold Kalk, Roy Schindel, Herman Moeller, and 
Harold Kletke. 

The Lutherans in the Teulon area were meeting 
together before they officially organized. It all began 
in the early 1950's when one of the families wanted 
their children confirmed and got in touch with Pastor 
W. K. Raths of the Lutheran Church of the Cross in 
Winnipeg. 

For several years Pastor Raths came out and 
served the congregation twice a month. Other pastors 
also served over the years. Among these were Pastors 
Ted Becker, Fred Peters, Robert Strobel, Robert 
Swanger, Robert Jacob and Robert Markwart. At first 
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the services were held in the homes of the members. 
Then for some years they worshipped in Dundas 
School in the winter and at St. Cyprian Anglican 
Church during the summer; and then continuously 
for two years in the Anglican Church. Pastor A. 
Borch became the first resident Pastor of the con
gregation in September, 1962. 

The families of the congregation wanted their 
own Church building. At a meeting held in the spring 
of 1963 plans were drawn up to start with the building 
of a church. The Moeller brothers donated the prop
erty for the church. After consultation with Pastor 
Satre of Home Missions it was decided that a building 
28' by 54' was to be built. A loan of $9,132.00 was 
arranged to pay for the construction of the building. 
On September 29, 1963 ground breaking ceremonies 
for the new church were held, and construction was 
begun in October. On Easter Day 1964, the con
gregation moved into its new house of worship. The 
building of the church was spearheaded by Harold 
Kletke, with the men of the congregation joining in 
to help with the construction. On May 24, 1964 came 
the Dedication of the Church, with Dr. S. T. Jacobson 
performing the dedication rites. 

During the next few years the work on the church 
progressed, and additions were made. The LCW and 
the Luther League often gave financial assistance and 
contributed towards furnishing in the new church. 

Pews were purchased from a Lutheran Church in 
Beausejour, redone and installed in the church in 
1966. An organ fund was established, the members 
contributed, and within a few months a new organ 
was purchased. A kitchen was also built around this 
time. In the years that followed the rest of the base
ment was completed and partitions for the Sunday 
School were installed. 

Pastor A. Borch was succeeded by Pastor G. 
Gettis as Pastor of the congregation in July 1967. 

On May 25, 1969, the service for the Laying of 
the Cornerstone was held. Pastor A. Borch was pres
ent for that occasion. 

The new Hymnal and Service Book was intro
duced in 1969, and the LCW helped to purchase 
them. 

St. Peter congregation has always had a Sunday 
School, and many of the members have taught and 
helped to teach the Word of God to our children. 

Pastor G. Gettis was succeeded by Pastor W. 
Kiesman as Pastor of the congregation in January 
1973. 

The final payment was made on the loan for the 
building of the church in October, 1978. 

Pastor W. Kiesman was succeeded by Pastor 1. 
Hendrickson as Pastor of the congregation in August 
1978. 



The congregation started with a confirmed mem
bership of 47, and has grown to be a membership of 
78. We pray for God's guidance in the on-going 
future. 

Some Firsts in St. Peter Lutheran Church 
First Baptism 

Douglas Lawrence Kiel - Son of Lawrence and 
Rose Kiel 
First Confirmation 
Gayle Schnidel- Daughter of Roy and Lil Schindel 
First Marriage 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Jensen (nee Sophie Priestly) 

St. Peter's Anglican Church 
The history of the Anglican Church in Balmoral 

dates back to the year 1908, the days when the minis
ter walked, rode a bicycle or used a horse, and 
services were held in the school or hall. For a time 
during the year 1930-36 services were held quarterly, 
and then in the year 1937 services were held twice a 
month in the United Church. 

During these years the Women's Auxiliary 
formed a branch and were a great help to the church, 
and later again the young people's groups, the Girls' 
Auxiliary and the Junior Auxiliary. 

Plans were made in the year 1908 to build an 
Anglican Church, but these plans did not material
ize, and it has been a dream of our older parishioners 
through the years until April, 1954, when again plans 
were made to build on the property donated by Mr. S. 
Holloway. This dream is now realized and completed 
on this day of the Dedication of St. Peter's Anglican 
Church, Balmoral, June 19th, 1955. 

St. Peter's Anglican Church, Balmoral, Man. 

A. D. MacKenzie was chairman of the building 
committee; P. E. Hawkins, secretary-treasurer; M. 1. 
Williams, building superintendent; and W. Guthrie, 
assistant superintendent. Many others gave freely of 
their time. 
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The first leaders in the church were: 

Rector's Warden, P. E. Hawksins 
People's Warden, Mrs. M. 1. Williams 
President, Women's Auxiliary, Mrs. R. E. Main 
Girls' Auxiliary leaders, Mrs. M. 1. Williams and R. E. Main. 
Junior Auxiliary leaders, Mrs. A. D. MacKenzie and Mrs. H. Lyons. 

The former rectors were: Rev. G. T. Spriggs, 
Rev. F. W. Goodeve, Rev. 1. Anderson, Rev. G. Foy, 
Rev. E. 1. Hoad, Rev. M. Hardman, Rev. Gordon 
Walker, Mr. H. K, Hutson, Layman, Rev. D. D. 
Stewart, Rev. John Martinson, Rev. Tony Harwood 
Jones, Canon L. C. Fryer and presently Rev. John 
Caird. 

St. Stephens Church 
submitted by Bernice Drohomereski 

The first group of Ukranian settlers came to the 
Pleasant Home area in the year 1897 with more the 
following year. When they would get together on 
Sundays, they would cry - in the "old country" the 
people were in church, here, we do not hear the word 
of God. 

On Feb. 15,1901,58 members met at the home of 
Rhyhor Drohomereski, located on Section 25-17-2E, 
to discuss the building of a church. The stipulates 
they agreed upon were: 

1. Panko Stefaniuk would donate five acres on the 
N.E. corner of Section 13-17-2E for a church and 
cemetry. 

2. The church would be called St. Stephen's 
Church. 

3. The priest had to be married. 
4. All church matters of importance would be 

done with the knowledge of all members. 
5. The church would be built on the understand

ing that it would remain the property of the com
munity, and no one else has any right to it, neither 
Latin rite, nor Russian Orthodox - it would be an 
independent Ukrainian Orthodox church. 

6. Members were to be notified 14 days in ad
vance of annual meetings. 

7. Members were to work willingly and without 
pay. 

So building commenced. Some cut trees, others 
skidded the logs from the bush, or hauled to the 
church site, while others peeled the logs. The church 
had to be built in the shape of a cross each corner 12ft. 
x 12ft. 

It was started in 1901 and completed in 1903. 
Carpenters were RhyhorDrohomereski, Peter Droh
omereski, Mike Drohomereski,Henry P. Droh
omereski, Pete Urbanovich and Prokop Pakulak, but 
all worked to the end. 

The first priest was Doman Lyschen from 
1902-1903. 



Following were: 
Hryhor Prygrocki 1903-1905 
Andrew Wilshinski 1905-1907 
Peter Ohrynuik 1907-1909 
Charambura 1909-1910 
Kerelo Bileeh 1910-1911 
Dmytro Drohomereski 1912-1957 

Canters were Anton Leschyshyn, Wasyl Dem
chuk, Nicola Drohomereski, Mike Tomashewski, 
Mike Boitson. 

Taken from the minutes of Jan. 14, 1903 church 
meeting elected members were John Chimchuk, 
president; Pete Urbanovich, vice-president; Jacob 
Yakamischuk, secretary; Hryhor Drohomereski, 
treasurer; Alex Chryptk, controller. 

Jan. 12, 1904 annual meeting, everyone to pay 
50¢ per family church dues. 

1905 It was decided non members would pay 
$2 for 2 people for a cemetery plot, $2 for a marriage 
fee, 25¢ for baptism. There was no charge for church 
members. 

In 1913 the church was destroyed by fire. It was 
believed to be struck by lightning. A new church in 
the same cross design was started in the fall of the 
same year. Carpenters were Nick. P. Drohomereski, 
Mike 1. Drohomereski and Dmytro Drohomereski. 

S1. Stephens Church. 

On Feb. 1957. After Rev. Drohomereski re
signed, the church board agreed to be affiliated with 
the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Consistory of Cana
da. The first priest from Winnipeg was Rev. D. 
Kolinick. Other priests that served the congregation 
more than once were Rev. Yurkewski, Rev. 
Yaramus, Rev. Klysh, Rev. Trufyn, Rev. Slusas and 
Rev. Makarenko. 

May 30, 1964 meeting, all agreed to erect a 
memorial monument in honour of the first founders 
and pioneers of St. Stephen's Church of Pleasant 
Home. Dedication service was held in June 1965. 
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In 1967 it was agreed to extend the west end of the 
church to allow a larger seating capacity. 

In 1968 Melnice school was purchased and 
moved to the church yard. It was remodeled and now 
serves as a parish hall, and is used for church gather
ings. 

In 1977 the church was rebuilt as it is seen today. 
Where previously each trustee served for a one 

year period, now it is a 3 year term on a rotation basis 
so that a new trustee is elected each year. 

At present services are held 3 to 4 times a year. 
The largest being "Green Holiday" , usually in June. 
This is a memorial service, followed by a lunch and 
blessing of the graves. 

Stonewall Methodist Church 
Courtesy of "Stonewall - Turning a Century" 

In 1868 the missionary board of the Methodist 
Church of (Upper) Canada decided to open a mission 
among the settlers of the Red River Valley and Rev. 
Geo. Young, pastor of Richmond St. West Church of 
Toronto, volunteered to become that missionary and 
was accepted (Young Church on Broadway, Win
nipeg, is named for him). After a tedious journey of 
two months he arrived at Fort Garry on July 4,1868. 
The population was about 100 and there was no 
church or school in sight. 

He held his first service in Rockwood at the home 
of Mr. Robinson and thus was begun, what was to be 
the Stonewall circuit of the Methodist Church. He 
also held services at Windmill Point, Gowler's (Pop
ular Point), High Bluff, Portage, White Mud River, 
Headingley, Sturgeon Creek, Lower Fort Garry, 
Springfield, and Prairie Grove. It was soon evident 
he needed helpers and the Mission Board sent several 
at various times. 

First was Mr. Morrison, who had charge of the 
Rockwood and Victoria churches. At first services 
were held in private homes and schoolhouses (where 
there were any). The pastor lived in Stonewall and 
preached there regularly every Sunday evening. The 
other appointments only got a service every second 
or third Sunday. 

Oxen and horses conveyed people to services. 
Early services had no organ or piano. Someone 
"raised the tune" and they sang the hymns they 
knew. At Rockwood, Albert Mollard brought a small 
"Melodeon" from home and took it back after ser
vice. The earliest ministers were Rev. Morrison, 
Rev. Mearing, Rev. 1. W. Harrison and Rev. Dyer. 
After Mr. Dyer a succession of earnest and devoted 
men ministered to Stonewall and district churches. 
They included Revs. Benyon; 1. A. Jackson; A. B. 
Hames; R. B. Laidley; P. W. Davies; Oliver Darwin; 
1. A. McClung; D. M. Kennedy; F. A. Buckley; A. 



A. Thompson; G. S. Laidman; T. G. Bethell; and 1. 
H. Burrow. He was followed by Rev. R. E. Mc
Cullagh to whom we are indebted for almost all of 
this article. 

When the village of Stonewall started we read 
that the Methodist and Baptist churches were among 
the first 10 buildings erected, date was about 1878. 

The small Methodist church in Stonewall soon 
became inadequate and the brick church was built in 
1888. The site was deeded by S. 1. Jackson on Febru
ary 26th, 1889, to the trustee board of Stonewall 
Methodist Church, and the church was used by the 
Methodists right up to the time of church union in 
1925, when the Methodists and part of the Pres
byterian congregations united to form the present 
United Church congregations. 

Stonewall United Church 
Religious services in the Stonewall area started as 

mission work from Winnipeg. Services were started 
by the Methodist and Presbyterian churches during 
the 1870's. In 1925, at the time of the national union, 
the Stonewall Methodist Church and the Stonewall 
Presbyterian Church amalgamated to form the Stone
wall United Church. There are still among us, mem
bers of these two original bodies. 

The Methodist building was used and the Pres
byterian building was sold to the continuing Pres
byterians. An addition to the 1888 Methodist 
building was made in 1927. This composite building 
was the one razed by fire on March 10, 1978. 

Stonewall United Church. 

Immediately following this disastrous fire which 
completely destroyed the church and all its contents, 
plans were made for the construction of a new and 
larger church on the site of the old church. 

Work was commenced in the spring of 1978 and 
the new church was officially dedicated in June 1982. 
A great deal of the work on the construction was 
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Stonewall United Church. The new church was officially dedi
cated in June 1982. 

contributed voluntarily not only by church members 
but by many others. 

There has been a great number of workers over 
the years, both lay and ordained, who have kept the 
church active. Since union in 1925 the following 
ministers served: 1925-26 Rev. 1. Lane, 
1926-28 - Rev. H. Miller, 1928-40 - Rev. T. A. 
Munroe, D. D., 1940-45 -Rev. A. Cox, 1945-48 
Rev. Ian Kemlo, 1948-57 Rev. 1. Wiznuk, 1957-63 
- Rev. R. F. McPherson, 1963-67 Rev. A. 
Oussoren, D.O., 1967-68 Rev. 1. Wiznuk (sup
ply), 1968-73 Rev. R. B. Werry, 1973-81- Rev. 
D. G. Frazer, 1981- - Rev. Wm. M. Gillis. 

Stony Mountain United Church 
Taken from Stony Mountain United Church by 
Rev. H. J. Smith 

The Presbyterian (later United) Church was built 
in 1895 and the services of dedication were held in 
October. Rev. Dr. George Bryce, Horne Mission 
Convenor of the Presbytery of Winnipeg, officiated 
aHhe morning and evening services. For years before 
the church was built, services were held in the school 
on the Penitentiary Reserve. Rev. James Lawrence, 
Rev. McFarlane and Rev. Dr. Andrew Baird con
ducted services there, as well as in the new church. 
Following the Sunday services of dedication, Mon
day and Tuesday evenings were given to dinners and 
concerts. The Sunpay School, carried on by An
glicans and Presbyterians, was known as the Union 
Sunday School. The first Superintendent was Mrs. 
David E. French (mother of the late Hector French). 
Miss McDougal was assistant. 

Mr. John McDiarmid, a Winnipeg contractor, 
erected the original church building. Messrs. David 
Farquhar, Andrew Gillies and Frank Kilgour were the 
stone masons reputed to have laid the foundation. 

The following are the names of the ministers who 
served in this charge: Rev. Dr. Andrew Baird, Rev. 



James Lawrence, Rev. McFarlane, Rev. Pecover, 
Rev. James W. Anderson, Rev. John Beattie, Rev. 
Lloyd Stinson, Rev. 1. Adam Smith, Rev. 1. F. Stew
art, student ministers George Thomson and Kenneth 
Beal, Eldon Shannon, Norman Powell, Ken 
McDonald and Andrew Grier in 1982. 

Mrs. Grahame, wife of Warden Grahame, was 
the first organist and performed the duties for 25 
years. She was followed by Miss Birdie Stewart and 
Mrs. James P. Robertson. These three ladies per
formed the duties of organist for 50 years. Succeed
ing organists were Mrs. Fraser, Miss Irene 
McGimpsey, and for the past several years Mrs. 
David Budge has very capably and faithfully per
formed these duties. 

The bell, which called the parishioners to ser
vices of worship for so many years, was a gift from 
Warden William Grahame. It was placed in the old 
church tower by Messrs. Len McComb and Fred 
Groome. 

Mr. Charles Abbott was Church Treasurer for 
many years. Old records refer in warm terms to his 
faithfulness and assiduity. Succeeding treasurers 
have been: Mr. Arthur Quail, Mr. Frank Elliott, Mr. 
Thomas Hartley, Mr. Ivan Leavens and Mr. John 
McIvor. 

The present Manse was built in 1914. Mr. F. 
Towler, of Stonewall, was the contractor. Mr. Andrew 
Gillies performed the stonework. Mr. B. Dawson 
drew the plans. In five years the Manse was free of 
debt. 

The electric organ, presently in use, was pur
chased in 1955 to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the 
church. 

The Ladies' Aid Society was first organized in 
Stony Mountain in the year 1895, with Mrs. D. 
French as first president. However, the earliest rec
ords that have come to light are those beginning in 
April of 1899. These records concern the Stony 
Mountain Presbyterian Ladies' Aid Society, and con
tain the following names: Mesdames French, Mus
tard, Purdon, Sutherland, Pepper, Jardine, Farquhar, 
Grahame and Burke. Mrs. French was still the Presi
dent, as mentioned previously, with Mrs. Mustard 
acting as Vice-President, Mrs. Purdon as Secretary, 
and Mrs. Grahame as Treasurer. It is interesting to 
note that the June meeting of 1899 showed a balance 
of $9.58 being the amount on hand, and naming two 
auditors: Mesdames Purdon and Burke. 

The first Manse and lot were purchased from Mr. 
Brough in 1906, and occupied by Rev. 1. W. Ander
son and Mrs. Anderson. 

During these early years, and up until 1928, it 
was the custom to hold a picnic on July 1st, and in 
1907 the sum of $5.00 was voted for prizes. By all 
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accounts, a great deal of planning was done for this 
event and also for numerous ice-cream socials. Octo
ber, 1914, saw a fowl supper and concert planned. 

The present Manse was built in 1914, and was 
clear of debt by 1919. Once again the ladies put their 
shoulders to the wheel, and helped in every way 
possible. 

On January 12th, 1938, the Women's Missionary 
Association and the Ladies' Aid united and joint 
meetings were held. They were known as W.A., 
affiliated with the Women's Missionary Society. To
day, our group is called the United Church Women. 

The two main projects of recent years have been 
the Spring Tea and Bazaar, held in Eaton's assembly 
room; and the Fowl Supper in October. 

The completion of the present Church, which 
was begun in 1961, is just another chapter in our 
changing world. The first Protestant Church erected 
here was Presbyterian and was dedicated in 1895. 
That Church served this community well for over 
sixty years, but it could hardly be expected to meet 
the needs of the present day. It was with a concern for 
the needs of the present and future generations that a 
new Church was started. What was the vision and the 
hope of a few has now become a blessing for many. It 
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is to those faithful ones that we devote this chapter of 
United Church history in Stony Mountain. 

Following this was the momentous year of 1964, 
when our new Church was dedicated. Much work 
took place before that historical day in May. 

Thus we were able to celebrate our Anniversary 
services with a sense of accomplishment in the 
Church which we had worked so hard to complete. 
The son of a former minister was invited to be the 
guest speaker on this occasion: the 70th anniversary 
of the congregation in this village. Rev. Grant Smith 
conducted the morning service in an admirable man
ner, and many enjoyed renewing their friendship with 
him and his mother, Mrs. Adam S mi th, at the close of 
the worship. 

Swedish Baptist Church of Teulon. 
submitted by Helen Kletke 

On January 4, 1907, a meeting was called at the 
home of Mrs. 1. H. Tiderman, for the purpose of 
forming a Baptist Congregation in the Norris Lake 
District. The following people were present at that 
first meeting, and committed themselves to the 
organizing of a Baptist Church: Mr. and Mrs. L. 0. 
Wallin, Mr. and Mrs. 1. Wikberg, Mr. and Mrs. P. O. 
Nordin, Mr. and Mrs. E. Bodin, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Carlson, Mr. P. Polson and Mrs. 1. H. Tiderman. 
These families were members of the Grant Memorial 
Baptist Church located at Logan and Ellen, in Win
nipeg. (Rev. and Mrs. P. M. Meyer were among 
those who homesteaded in the Norris Lake District at 
this time). Pastor K. A. Johanson read from the 
fourth chapter of Ephesians and commented on these 
verses of Scripture. He then read the transfer certifi
cates of the members from the Winnipeg Church and 
called them to renew their commitment. 

Officers elected at this organizational meeting 
were: L. O. Wallin Chairman; P. 0. Nordin -
Secretary; C. A. Carlson - Treasurer; and J. Wick-
berg and P. M. Polson Deacons. 

Pastor K. A. Johanson from the Grant Memorial 
Baptist Church acted as Chairman, and the General 
Missionary, F. Palmborg acted as Secretary. It was 
agreed that a Baptist Church be built in the district 
and that it be called "The Swedish Baptist Church of 
TeuIon, Manitoba." 

A decision was made that the congregation cele
brate communion on the secono Sunday of each 
month. It was also decided to try to obtain 40 acres of 
land on which to build both the church and the 
parsonage. 

On the 10th of February 1907, a second meeting 
was held at the Norris Lake School and it was decided 
to apply for the "North part of SW Y4 lO-l7-lE". 
(This was the Rev. Meyer's farm.) It was also decided 
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Swedish Baptist Church and Parsonage. 

to start two Sunday Schools, one in township 16 and 
one in l7, with L. O. Wallin and P. 0. Nordin as 
Superintendents. Those present at this second meet
ing were L. O. Wallin, P. O. Nordin, Mrs. C. Carl
son, E. Bodin, Ann Rash, Ebba Johnson, Brother 
Polson, J. Wikberg and L. Nelson. 

Mrs. Carlson and Mrs. Wallin were to organize a 
Ladies group and Ann Rash was appointed as Cash
Ier. 

There is a story handed down, that to support the 
Pastor and the Church, the parishioners should set 
aside the eggs laid every Sunday. These could be sold 
and the money given to the Church. However, it 
seems that the hens had their busiest day on Sunday 
and some felt this was not too satisfactory an arrange
ment. Another method of raising money was that the 
women would do sewing', baking and making butter 
and then have an auction. This proved to be quite 
successful. A "Skordefast" (Harvest Festival) was 
very popular. 

According to the ledger, in July 1914 the follow
ing were a few of the purchases made: 100 fence posts 
$6; Cookstove $8; 50 chairs $22.50; 2 tables and a 
chair $6.25; 18 yards linoleum $11.70; looking glass 
,75¢ and a communion set $15. 

Two young people were baptised on November 
15, 1914, Erik Natanael Wallin and Ally Enghild 
Bergren. Apparently Ragnar Bergren, brother to 
Ally Bergren, was stricken with severe appendicitis. 
He prayed earnestly to the Lord to be healed and 
promised that he would "become a Christian". Mi
raculously he was healed. 

The first recorded, marriages were John Algot 
Carlson and Martha Elizabeth Fredborg on Novem
ber 15, 1922; and Eric Gustaf Adolf Nordin and 
Gerda Johanna Hagglund on November 22, 1924. 
The first recorded funerals were Bert Oliver Larson, 
son of Ole and Hilda Larson nee Kalman in October 
1923, at the age of 2 years 4 months and 13 days, and 
John Holmstrom in November 1923. The Pastor in all 



cases was shown as Erik Berg. No doubt there were 
earlier marriages and funerals, but of them we have 
no record. Rev. E. Berg who appears to have stayed 
as Pastor for some considerable time, has a daughter 
still surviving, Mrs. Ole (Martha) Olson. She resides 
in Teulon. 

Rev. P. M. Meyer began to serve the Norris Lake 
Baptist Church in the capacity of Pastor in 1909. His 
salary for the year was approximately $72.60. The 
offering for the year 1909 was itemized as follows: 
Donations $53.05; Collection $7.00; Ladies' Aid 
(Sewing) $36.85; Egg money $6,45; Subscriptions 
$3.75 giving a total of $107.10. He remained as 
pastor until 1917 when he was called to Wadena 
Baptist Church in Saskatchewan; then to Wet
askiwin, Alberta, to Grant Memorial Church in Win
nipeg and to Hilltop Baptist church in Erickson. He 
was called back to Norris Lake in 1946, where he 
built a parsonage and remained as pastor until 1949. 
Mr. Emil Bodin, one of the founding members of the 
church, and residing in Winnipeg, donated a year's 
labour to help Rev. Meyer building the parsonage. 
Mr. Bodin stayed with the Rev. and Mrs. Meyer in 
the living quarters at the back of the church, while the 
parsonage was being built. Rev. Meyer built felt 
confident that a parsonage could be built with the 
donations received, namely $1388.36. This was 
achieved. 

Rev. and Mrs. P. M. Meyer. 
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After leaving Norris Lake, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Meyer went to live with their daughter at Bittern 
Lake, Alberta. Mrs. Meyer passed away in 1953, and 
Rev. Meyer went to stay at Bethany Sunset Home, 
Camrose, where he passed away in January 1960 at 
the age of 79 years. 

Norris Lake Baptist Church celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary on June 16, 1957. Mr. C. A. Carlson, 
who had been present at the Organizational meeting, 
was present at the Anniversary service. The speakers 
for the service were Rev. D. R. Aikenhead and Rev. 
G. Splinter. 

Services were held for the last time in 1967. The 
Church has since been moved away so another land
mark is gone from the district. 

Teulon United Church 
As Condensed from "Rockwood Echoes" by 
Lois Peach 

The Methodist Church began its ministry in the 
Teulon area in 1881. During that year services were 
held in the Dundas School, a log building situated on 
the Art Campbell farm east of Teulon. Services were 
conducted by Rev. Dyer of Stonewall, or by Mr. 
James E. Turner, a layman, who farmed north of 
Stonewall. Later Rev. Oliver Darwin came from 
Stonewall to conduct services. In 1889 a second 
Dundas School was built and the church services 
were transferred to it. The earliest records known are 
for 1896. The minister in charge was Rev. George 
Elwitt, who was followed in 1899 by Rev. W. H. 
Loree. 

In 1901, the Methodist parsonage was built. Rev. 
Loree was present on April 9 , 1902 when the building 
of a church was decided. Board members were: 
Messrs. Boyd, Beckstead, Bond, Snider, Duncan 
Campbell and Harry Dicks. Building committee 
members were Mr. Boyd and Mr. Dicks. Trustees 
were: F. Snider, W. 1. Boyd, C. Beckstead, Duncan 
Campbell and Harry Dicks. The church was built by 
Tom and Frank Small. 

The first anniversary was held in the church on 
December 6, 1903, when Rev. 1. T. Harrison was 
minister. He was followed by Mr. Bellsmith, Rev. H. 
C. McNeill, A. E. Cook, then F. William Westwood. 

For a time the Presbyterians held services in an 
upstairs room in the Public School. The Windsor 
Church was built by the Presbyterians in 1895, when 
Rev. A. G. Bell was minister. 

In 1902, Rev. A. 1. Hunter M.D., came to live in 
Teulon as a medical missionary to the new Canadian 
folk. Under his leadership and with the help of the 
Women's Missionary Society of the Church a Boys' 
Home in 1912, and a Girls' Home in 1918 were built to 
help many young people to complete a High School 



education in Teulon. They also received a fine train
ing in citizenship. Many of the boys later studied 
medicine, law, agriculture, forestry or teaching. 

Under Dr. Hunter's leadership a consolidation of 
the Sunday Schools of four churches became a real
ity. Mr. H. D. Cumming, a fine teacher (and later 
inspector) and always interested in young people and 
the church, was the first superintendent of the consol
idated Sunday School. He held that position for fif
teen years. 

The church honoured Dr. Hunter in 1920 and 
conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

Dr. George Bryce of Home Missions of the Pres
byterian Church offered to duplicate the money 
raised locally for a hospital so a canvass was made 
and $800.00 received. Volunteer labour was used to 
complete a much needed facility for caring for the 
sick. It was completed in 1903. The Womens' Mis
sionary Society of Toronto assisted by paying the 
extra cost of $1000.00 in operating the hospital. 

After Dr. Hunters' death Dr. Goodwin, who came 
in 1927, took over as head doctor at the hospital. He 
was chairman of the United Church Board, and a 
valued member of the choir for many years. 

Local church union between Methodist and Pres
byterian churches took place in 1912. Rev. 1. Forster 
came at that time and until 1920. 

In 1902 the Ladies' Aid was organized with Mrs. 
W.1. Boyd as President, Mrs. Duncan Campbell as 
Vice-President and Mrs. A. F. Snider as Secretary. 
They served the first anniversary supper that year in 
the school. 

Through the years the Teulon choir has had many 
faithful members who have used their talents to make 
the church services more enjoyable. Mrs. A. D. A. 
Campbell played the organ for 47 years. Mrs. A. H. 
Campbell also was organist for many years. 

Miss Betty Hunter and Mrs. Bruce Campbell led 
the senior and junior departments of the Sunday 
School and many others have given much time and 
effort in extending the Master's work which the early 
pioneers tried so hard to promote. 

Ministers in Dundas and Teulon 1881 to the pres
ent: 

Rev. Dyer of Stonewall, Mr. James E. Turner of Stone wall, Rev. 
Oliver Darwin from Stonewall, Rev. George Elliott, Rev. W. H. 
Loree, Rev. 1. T. Harrison, Mr. Bellsmith, a student, Rev. H. C. 
McNeil! 1906-1909, A. E. Cook, F. William Westwood, Rev. 1. 
Forster 1912-1920, Rev. W. A. McKim Young, Rev. James Savage, 
Rev. 1. F. Douglas, Rev. A. C. Le Grow, Rev. A. A. Boone, Rev. W. 
T. Marchant, Rev. W. O. Fryer, Rev. G. W. Payne. Rev. 1. 
McDonald, Rev. H. T. Reynolds 1947-1951, Rev. D. R. Patterson, 
Rev. George Denyes, Rev. R. W. Reid, Rev. R. C. Matthews. Rev. 
N. G. MacIntosh, Rev. K. C. Henders, Rev. 1. Redpath, Rev. D. G. 
Kilpatrick (l972-present). 
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Victoria (Presbyterian) United Church 
by Catherine Thexton 

Victoria United Church and Victoria Cemetery 
are situated south-east of Balmoral. Before the 
church and the cemetery came into being, worship 
services were held in the homes. The first Pres
byterian missionaries in this area The Reverend 
James Robertson, Dr. George Bryce, and Professor 
John Hart - drove from Winnipeg to conduct the 
services. 

In 1882, the Reverend Alexander McFarlane be
came the missionary in charge of the Greenwood and 
Victoria, Brant and Argyle, and Dundas Mission 
Stations. He applied to the Presbytery of Manitoba 
and was granted leave to form a session for the 
Greenwood and Victoria Field. This he proceeded to 
do and at the home of James Mitchell, October 22, 
1882, George Tocher and Neil McLeod became the 
first elected elders. Their public induction into the 
eldership of the Victoria-Greenwood Mission took 
place at the home of Malcolm Currie, November 12, 
1882 The first communion service was held at the 
home of George Tocher on January 7, 1883. 

Andrew Mitchell and Neil McLeod with help 
from other members built Victoria Presbyterian 
Church during the summer of 1883. Help came, also, 
from their Methodist friends: John and Norris Fines, 
William and Robert Andrew, Charles Mollard, and 
Martin Shipley. In the fall of 1883, the church was 
opened for public worship and dedicated. The first 
trustees and managers were: John Scott, Hugh Cur
rie, James Mitchell, Ebenezer R. Sutherland, George 
Tocher, and Neil McLeod. 

Victoria (Presbyterian) United Church. 

On the communion roll up to the year 1884, the 
following surnames have been found: Barclay, 
Campbell, Cleland, Currie, Ferguson, Florence, 
Galbraith, Hunter, Manning, Martin, McClure, 
McDonald, McLeod, Mitchell, Montgomery, Mor-



rison, Polson, Scott, Smith, Spencer, Stewart, 
Storey, Tocher, and Williams. 

The land behind the church was set aside for a 
cemetery and Alexander Storey was the first pioneer 
laid to rest. 

The Reverend McFarlane lived in the district for 
nine years. During that time, 1882-1891, he per
formed one hundred fifty-three baptisms, a record 
number. Both the Reverend McFarlane and his wife 
were held in high esteem. Although their building 
site is gone, the house remains. It was taken down by 
log by log and rebuilt on the same farm (E Yz 4-15-2E) 
in a different location. 

John McClure became clerk of the session in 1891 
and served faithfully till 1932, a period of forty-one 
years. The organists, Mrs. Saville Morton and Ada 
Cleland (Mrs. Gorby), also served for many years. 
The choir, led by Mr. Dickson, gave pleasure to many 
parishioners. 

Victoria Church was closed from 1917 to 1925. 
When Union came in 1925, Victoria Presbyterian 
Church and Balmoral Methodist Church united. The 
Reverend 1. B. McLaren became minister of both 
congregations. The six elders, elected and ordained 
for both churches, were: John H. McClure, Henry 
Anderson, Charlie Chatfield, John S. Fines, Charles 
Shipley, and Charlie Stonhouse. Victoria Union Sun
day School was organized the following year, 1926. 
The officers installed were: Superintendent, Charlie 
Chatfield; Assistant, Mrs. H. Peach; Secretary, Mina 
Sutherland; Assistant, Josie McDonald; Treasurer, 
Harry Peach; and Organist, Vera Preston. At first 
there were about fifty members, taught by: The Rev
erend McLaren, Mrs. Leroy Bristow, Mrs. John Lit
tle, Mrs. Drysdale, and Vera Preston. Near the end of 
1935, the Sunday School was closed. This decision 
was made because so many of the supporting mem
bers had left or were leaving the district. 

Ladies Aid of Victoria United Church, 14th July, 1932. Back 
Row, L to R: Mrs. Jim Heale, Mrs. Sandy McAndrew, Mrs. Sid 
Preston, Mrs. Ebenezer Sutherland, Mrs. John Little, Mrs. 
Gall, Mrs. Jim Pulfer, Miss Gall. Lower Row: Mrs. Colin Mac
Donald, Mrs. H. Peach, Mrs. Reg Brown, Mrs. Charlie Chat
field, Mrs. Charlie Shipley, Mrs. Roy Bristow. 
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The church picnic, a project of the Victoria 
Ladies' Aid, became known as Peach's Picnic be
cause it was held on the farm of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Peach. People came from miles around and all en
joyed themselves. Long tables, set under the trees, 
were laden with delicious picnic foods prepared and 
donated by the Ladies. Races such as the sack race, 
the peanut race, the three-legged race, and the egg 
race provided fun and excitement. Softball and 
horseshoe games continued till almost dark. The 
picnics were held each spring from 1927 to 1948 with 
the exception of the year 1943. By 1948, Sports Days 
were becoming popular and the days of the church 
picnics were over. 

Other changes came. After Church Union, finan
cial difficulties arose and three churches decided to 
share pastoral expenses. Argyle United Church 
joined the Balmoral Pastoral Charge which was com
posed of Balmoral and Victoria. Then in 1947, these 
three churches became part of the Stonewall Charge. 
Thirteen years later (1960), the decision to join the 
Teulon Pastoral Charge was made by the Balmoral 
and the Victoria congregations. Changes came, also, 
in the number of services per year. In May, 1949, the 
decision to hold service on the first Sunday only of 
each month, was made. Then in 1968, the annual 
service began. This service is held the third Sunday 
in June. Each year the church is filled with members, 
descendents of the pioneers, and friends, and, each 
year in this picturesque historic site ties of loyalty and 
friendship are renewed. 

Over the years, kind donations and bequests have 
helped with the upkeep of the church. Generous time 
and effort have been given by those in charge of the 
cemetery maps, the most recent being Roy Bristow, 
Jack Verbrugge, and Austin Peach. The Balmoral 
Community Club has taken care of the cemetery and 
the grounds and continue to do so. They appreciate 
donations from all who have an interest in the ceme
tery. 

On October 1, 1933, the fiftieth anniversary of 
the church was celebrated. This year marks the entry 
into the hundredth. 

A walk through the cemetery reveals many of the 
surnames mentioned in this history. Also, resting in 
the cemetery are three former ministers - The Rev
erends Curtis, McLaren, and Rupp. Victoria Church 
and Victoria Cemetery span a century. Together they 
are one of Balmoral's most historic sites. 

The ministers who served Victoria Church were: 
Victoria Presbyterian Church -

Rev. Alexander McFarlane ... , . , .......... , 1882·1891 
Rev, W. 1. Hall ......... , ....... ,.,...... 1891·1892 
Rev. Samuel Polson. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1892 
Rev. Alexander Hamilton. . . . . . . . . . . .. .... 1892·1894 
Rev. Donald McLeod ............ , . . . . . . . . 1894·1896 



Rev. A. G. Bell ............... . ....... . 
Rev. 1. C. Madill ....................... . 
Rev. Robert Boyle . . . . . .. .. ........ . .. . 
Rev. James Whillans ............ ....... . 
Rev. C. D. Campbell .................... . 

Victoria United Church - Balmoral Pastoral Charge 
Rev. 1. B. McLaren ..................... . 
Rev. Gilbert S. Curtis ................... . 
Rev. T. W. Bailey ....................... . 
Rev. N. R. Wright ...................... . 
Rev. 1. Edgar Clarke ..................... . 
Rev. G. A. Austin ...................... . 
Rev. Dr. Scott ......................... . 
Rev. Donald MacTavish .................. . 
Rev. L. L. Meech ....................... . 
Rev. 1. F. H. Barber ......... . .......... . 
Rev. C. D. Rupp ........................ . 

Stonewall Pastoral Charge: 
Rev. L Kemlo .......................... . 
Rev. Joseph Wiznuk ......... . .......... . 
Rev. R. F. McPherson ................... . 

1897-1903 
1903-1905 
1906-1910 
1910-1915 
1916-1917 

1925-1927 
1927-1928 
1928-1929 
1929-1931 
1931-1934 
1934-1935 

1935 
1935-1937 
1937-1940 
1940-1941 
1941-1947 

1947-1948 
1948-1957 
1957-1959 

Memories of Victoria Presbyterian Church 
by Mrs. Julia Lund 

Since Balmoral has just officially observed its 
centennial birthday, it seems an appropriate time to 
read a story submitted by a former citizen of that 
community - Mrs. Julia Lund who resided in 
Winnipeg and passed away in 1976 at ninety-six 
years of age. 

In sending this to the Argus, Mrs. Lund very 
modestly said, "I am, of course, not satisfied with 
the results - trying to write a few words about the 
early days of the Victoria Presbyterian Church - and 
I have some misgivings sending it. After all, how 
many or few folk find "olden days" interesting? 

rIllet you, the reader, answer Mrs. Lund's ques-
tion "How many find it interesting" I certainly 
did. 

This is an age when things of the long past are 
being revived in interest and importance. Many 
homes noteworthy contents, many churches and 
schools are being investigated for possibilities of 
future use or present care. 

Victoria Presbyterian Church is one of these and 
for its own reason and in its own way, bringing itself 
back into today's world. 

For the last four years the members have held a 
heartwarming service on a Sunday afternoon in June, 
followed by a delicious picnic lunch. And what a 
lovely and lovable little church it still is, crowded 
with history and memories of devotion and accom
plishments of work done to last through well on to a 
century, and this chiefly through the skill and super
vision of Mr. Neil McLeod. I was fortunate, indeed, 
to have a few months' attendance at the Sunday 
School held there when we moved from Newfound
land to Manitoba. In 1888 (July) after an exact calen
dar month of travel, we reached our destination the 
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farm of John Ferguson, one of the bachelor farmers of 
the district. There was a one-room log house with 
thatched roof! 

And there were new neighbours the 
Montgomerys, the McLeods, the CampbeUs and the 
William's. 

However, the neighbor to the south, a half mile 
away, on the same side of the road, was the Rev. Mr. 
McFarlane with his family. He was pastor of the 
Victoria Presbyterian Church, a mile to the west. I 
think they had a kind of "mini" farm, and we were 
really next door to the church manse. 

During part of that year, my brother John and I 
were taken to Sunday School through their helpful
ness. We would walk to the McFarlane home Sunday 
morning, then we sat "flat-wise" in the back of the 
versatile "buckboard" , with its low rail to hold on to. 
The three girls, Annie, Bella and Ethel, sat on the 
seat and drove the horse. It was a kindly thing to do 
for a couple of youngsters (eight and six) in a new 
country and we enjoyed it, even if we crowded them. 

A few of the family Sunday School names were 
Mitchell, McClure and Hunter. The superintendent 
was Mr. 1. McClure and one Sunday he got us to sign 
some Band of Hope Pledge cards - even writing 
some of our names for us! I think I still have the little 
card. The organist was Mary Hunter and I was 
amazed to see so young a girl to play for our hymn 
singing. 

There was a special program, perhaps a cantata, 
prepared for the Christmas Tree time. On some Satur
day afternoons we gathered at the manse to practise 

a great time for us all. The leading character was 
Bobby McFlinn, the boy of the street, with "no 
Christmas" in his life. We were going to help him 
and the songs we sang with their melody are still in 
mind. 

The McFarlane girls that year still drove to the 
Greenwood School, three miles north. So for part of 
the summer just think of it - they brought some 
milk on their way for us, leaving it near the roadside. 
Then on the way back, they picked up the container 
- a tin teapot and took it home for the next day's 
supply. How about this for a milk delivery? 

During the very few years the McFarlane family 
were near us, they had both sad and glad happenings 
in their home. They lost a baby girl, Violet, so dear to 
them. Then Mrs. McFarlane's sister, Miss McPher
son a real member of their busy, happy home life for 
some years, was married and left for a home of her 
own. Also, a new baby boy arrived a brother for 
Melville - and was named "Austin McPherson 
McFarlane". I think mother, in pioneer style, helped 
care for him during his first week. 

In due time, of course, came a "call" or "invita-



tion" for Mr. McFarlane to take charge of another 
church. This was east of Winnipeg in the Dugald 
district. And so it came to pass, that fairly soon after, 
the family departed from the church and people they 
had known and loved. 

A manse for the minister was erected in Bal
moral, which meant that the house at the comer, with 
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its sturdy maples, so long a landmark to the passer 
by, was not needed by the church. 

The building is not there now, and the maples 
have not flourished as they once did. But who can 
estimate the influence for good and the happiness 
brought to others, particularly in this part of Man
itoba by the leaders and consecrated workers of the 
wonderful country church? 



Schools 
Schools 
"School Days, School Days, Dear Old Golden 
Rule Days." 

Balmoral School 
With the coming of many settlers into the Bal

moral area it was soon apparent that some place of 
education was a necessity. In 1875 first meetings 
were held to discuss the matter. From these meetings 
the first Balmoral school became a reality. 

Erected of logs in 1878 and standing where our 
community hall presently stands it served the needs 
of the settlers of that time. 

Dates are vague through the next few years but a 
new school was eventually needed and a frame build
ing was built just east of the present United Church. 
This became the centre of education until 1914 when 
the building was sold to McClures Lumber Yard and 
moved onto the property now owned by Mr. Gill. 

It was used as a warehouse for a number of years 
until it was bought by Mr. Leo Waterer and moved to 
its present site in 1926. Mr. Waterer converted the old 
building into a grocery store, and it has endured to 
this day. Mr. Walter Jahns as its keeper. 

In 1914 the local residents decided they required a 
new school. Land was bought from Mr. Tom Fox and 
tenders were let for its construction. Mr. McPherson 
from Teulon was successful with his bid of $10,-
300.00 and the following year Balmoral Consoli
dated School No. 1710 was in operation. 

Many hours can be spent looking through the 
records kept through the lifespan of this school and 
some of the trivia we will note. For instance the fill 
was bought and installed at a cost of $125.00. Today 
the same fill is enshrined in a cairn in front of the new 
school. The building was heated by a forced air 
furnace that burned cordwood. Thirty cords were 
contracted for per season at a cost of $1.90 to $2.00 
per cord. Later the heating system was converted to 
steam and the wood was replaced by stoker coal. 
Horse drawn wheel vans cost $240.00 each. 

Following the consolidation of Balmoral, Bruce 
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School and Greenridge School were closed and their 
students in part came to Balmoral. 

In 1915 enrollment was between 90 and 100 stu
dents. In fact after quite a thorough search of the 
records we could find only one to two teachers hired 
per year. Names of some of the first pedagogs who 
first graced these ancient halls of learning were: Miss 
Gladys Elliot, Mr. Peden, Miss Louise Inkster, and 
Mr. Duncan. Salaries were discriminatory. Men 
seemed to command $90.00 to $100.00 per month 
while women accepted half of that. 

Balmoral School and Cenotaph. 

From 1915 to 1976 the old brick school served the 
community well. It accommodated students from 
Grade I to XI and even had Grade XII-last year 1949. 
Boys and girls who worked and played in those 
rooms were called to two world wars. Some never 
returned. 

Times started to change in the 1950's when the 
smaller schools closed, and children attended larger 
centres. Ridgeway, Greenwood, Centre, Victoria, 
Good Hope were some of the smaller schools which 



Balmoral School, 1929-30, Grades 9 and 10. Front Row: Tillie McEwen, Mary Shaw, Doreen Snell, Neilona Chatfield, Dora Rowley, 
Marna Walley, Isabel Pulfer. Second Row: Ewart Clifford, Vera Clifford, Gwen Jeffery, Clara Good, Irene Bevan, Bertha Good, 
Marion Barbour, Vera Bowler. Standing: Arthur Lawrence, Allan Lawrence, Norman Miller, Vivian Holloway, Bill Hornbeck, Orla 
Stanbra, Tom Croy, Jack Trump, Austin Peach, Kenneth Walley, Millie Willis. 

closed. Grants increased, salaries increased and van 
routes lengthened. 

In the late 50's thoughts on education were 
changing dramatically. Larger centres and composite 
schools were recommended by the heads of educa
tion. Meetings were held with the tax payers and 
department heads and many heated discussions re
sulted. Finally it was determined that Stonewall and 
Teulon would become the senior centres and Bal
moral would transfer the high school students to 
Stonewall. In 1958 Grade XI was transferred, in 1960 
Grade X, followed by Grade IX in 1961. 

The van systems were phased out to be replaced 
by buses purchased and maintained by the Division. 

The local trustees namely, Alex MacKenzie, 
Chairman, Russell Fox, Secretary-Treasurer, L. 
Lillies, K. Doan, Art Lawrence and Harold Lyons 
were replaced by Mr. Phil Last representing Bal
moral S.D. 

Later Mr. Louis Lefebvre, succeeded Mr. Last as 
trustee. 

School affairs from that time forward have been 
controlled by the Interlake School Division. 

Much public interest was aroused as to its neces
sity and to the fate of the old school. When discus
sions were terminated and results tabulated, a new 
school was found to be in order and the old school 
was slated for demolition. In 1976 our public school 
students were moved into the newly constructed 
school. 

The fifteen to twenty years preceding 1982 in our 
opinion have been steeped in age long enough to have 
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historical importance. This, however is not so be
cause we understand that Mr. Sadler, an inspector in 
this division has undertaken to compile a history of 
the last twenty years. 

If these few paragraphs we have put to paper have 
aroused your interest as to the history of the school 
system and you thirst for more information we would 
suggest that you invest in and read with enjoyment 
the Rockwood Echoes. There is a very well pre
served and fascinating amount of material such as 
attendance ledgers and trustee reports which include 
not only the Balmoral school but also Bruce and 
Greenridge. 

In closing, the people who still remember those 
old days would be amazed at the changes from the 
old to the new. Using very little power of imagination 
and with the echoes of young voices coming from our 
present school yard one can realize that yesterday and 
today are not that far apart. 
Teachers - Balmoral S.D. #44 
1878-

July 1885-June 1886 
July 1886-Dec 1889 
Jan 1890-Dec 1890 
Jan 1891-Dec 1892 

Jan J893-July 1895 
Aug 1895-Dec 1895 

Mr. Joseph Wells 
Mr. Shore 
Mr. McIntosh 
Mr. McKenzie 
Miss lenny Wells 
Miss Fannie Crooks 
Mr. Neville 
Mr. Goff 
Mr. David A. W. Gillespie 
Mr. W. 1. Cram 
Mr. 1. 1. Poole 
Mr. 1. 1. Poole and Mr. A. 1. Pear
sall 
Mr. David S. Williams 
Mr. 1. McKee 



Jan 1896-Dec 1898 Mr. D. P. Clark 
Jan 1899-June 1899 Mr. L. G. Hamilton 
July 1899-Dec 1899 Mr. Alex L. MacLean 
Jan 1900-July 1901 Mr. W. L. MacKenzie 
Aug 190I-June 1902 Miss Bertha McKivor 
Aug 1902-June 1903 Mr. H. 1. Saigeon 
Aug 1903-Feb 1905 Mr. P. P. Dougan 
Mar 1905-Dec 1908 Miss Mary E. Mustard 
Jan 1909-Dec 1912 Mr. Wilfred Fidler 
Jan 19J3-June 1913 Mr. John Anderson 
Aug 1913-Dec 1914 Miss Gladys E. Elliot 
August 1914-Balmoral S.D. #1710 

Brant School 
by Anne Taylor 

Brant School House. Amongst the students are Nellie Fisher, 
Maggie Fisher, Anne Osborne, Winnie Jeeves, and Jim Os
borne. 

The little Brant school was built one hundred 
years ago. There is no visible sign that it ever existed. 
The school, the horse shed, the outhouses and the 
pump are gone. The row of maples along the south 
fence and the clump of black poplars by the west wall 
have vanished. Gone, too, is the lilac bush that grew 
by the comer of the fence and the root of white violets 
that nestled in the grass nearby. To a passerby the site 
is part of the farmers field. 

When I was asked to write the history of the Brant 
School for the soon to be published one hundred 
history of the Rockwood municipality I was pleased. 
After all I was an old timer as well as one who had 
attended the little school. 

Researching for facts about the school would be 
difficult as we have done little to preserve our Cana
dian history. Most of our history text books were 
printed in the United States and we learned a lot of 
interesting things about that country. Facts about 
Canada were often outdated or distorted. I've never 
read a story about our little schools but the one about 
the little red schoolhouse that George Washington 
attended was a good one and remains in my memory. 

Help came from an unexpected quarter. David 
Anderson who farms the same land that his father and 
grandfather did before him brought me a small un-
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lined scribbler. In it were the minutes of the first 
meeting to do with the building of the school and 
subsequent meetings until it opened on May first, 
1882. 

It was a serious determined group of parents and 
other settlers that met at the Simms home for that first 
meeting on April 12, 1879. Mr. Simms was elected 
chairman and Peter Harper secretary and Mr. Mc
Clure auditor. The type of building, material to be 
used and how the money would be raised were thor
oughly discussed. Mr. Harper was asked to draw up a 
plan and send it to the superintendent. 

Early in 1880 the site for the school was chosen. It 
was at the south east comer of the Hahnel farm, four 
miles north and four miles west of Stonewall. 

It was decided that the five hundred dollars nec
essary for the building should be raised by taxes. The 
secretary was asked to contact the lumber and hard
ware people in Stonewall to get a price on the mate
rial needed. He was also asked to see about getting a 
fire break ploughed around the site. 

Mr. Bruce was given the contract for hauling the 
lumber and hardware and Mr. Fergusons' tender to do 
the building was accepted. 

In the spring of 1882 Mr. Harper moved that Mr. 
Frank Allan be secretary. Miss Curle from Stonewall 
was engaged as the first teacher at thirty dollars a 
month for six months. The school opened on the first 
day of May, 1882. 

The title for the land was received in 1885. When 
the school was closed in 1913 it was bought by Dick 
Snell and moved to Argyle village and placed near 
the Jimmie Douglas hall. It was made into a nice little 
home for Dick and his wife Lottie. Later it burned 
down. 

The little school had a porch across the front with 
a door at each end leading into the classroom. There 
were two windows at each side of the room and one at 
the north end. There were three rows of double desks 
facing the front, the centre row shorter to make room 
for the long black iron stove that had a stove pipe that 
extended to the brick chimney at the north end of the 
building. 

There was a platform at the front between the two 
doors for the teachers desk. The blackboard was on 
the wall between the doors. A kitchen type grey table 
stood in the south west comer. It held a short row of 
books and was called the Library. It also held the 
chalk box and brushes waiting to be cleaned and piles 
of books waiting to be corrected. 

It was considered to be a great honor to be al
lowed to tidy the library. I still remember the faint 
odor of mice as I tidied and dusted the books. 

A number of children had quite a distance to walk 
to school. The classroom would be chilly in the 



winter time in spite of a roaring fire as it was not 
heated during the night. Our sandwiches would still 
be frozen at noon. We would put them on the back of 
the stove to thaw out. One day a boy put a bottle of 
frozen ink on the stove. It exploded and shot up to the 
ceiling. The ink made a beautiful pattern on the 
ceiling that became fainter and more beautiful as the 
years went by. 

At first the enrolment at the school was small and 
one year Joe Anderson was allowed to attend before 
he was six years old to make it possible for the 
trustees to receive the grant. One year two of my 
cousins, Daisy and Annie Collie, stayed with mother 
and dad and attended the Brant school while they 
were waiting for theirs at Loch Monar to be built. Out 
of district pupils paid twenty five cents to the teacher 
at the beginning of each month. 

By the time I started to school it was a different 
story as I had to sit with two little boys. 

A number of dedicated teachers came and went 
through the years. In spite of teaching all the grades 
to junior high they made a good job of covering the 
work. At least two of their pupils won the Governor 
General's medal on completing their Grade Eleven, 
Phoebe Anderson and May Osborne. A number of 
others were on the honor roll or won in provincial and 
local contests. 

School at the Hall at Argyle, 1923. The year of the flood. 
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I am grateful to Phoebe Anderson who helped me 
compile the following list of teachers who taught in 
our little school; Miss Curle, Ira Stratton, Rev. Jacob 
Anderson, Mr. Haney, Miss McLeod, Miss Jackson, 
Miss Tait, Miss Cooper, Allie Luke, Miss Tidquist, 
Mr. Neelin, Catherine McNabb, Gordon Scott, Har
riet Smith, Miss Johnston, Abbie Bell and Mr. Cock
bill who was hired as principal of tne consolidated 
school and moved his pupils there at the beginning of 
January 1914. 

Brant Consolidated School. 



Robert Anderson was secretary of the Brant 
School for many years. W. F. Osborne was secretary 
at the time of consolidation. 

It is of interest to note that Wm. Anderson, Mr. 
Appleyard and Peter Harper who attended those first 
meetings were related and each still has descendents 
in the Rockwood Municipality. 

Bruce S.D. No. 170 
A number of residents in the district of Brant held 

their first organizational meeting in 1884 at the home 
of John P. Matheson to arrange for the building of a 
school. Joe Bruce donated a portion of his land on 
section 34-14-lE. This school was built of stone and 
is still standing. The first teacher was E. W. 
Montgomery and the enrollment was six boys and 
five girls. In 1914 this school was consolidated with 
BalmoraL 

Nathan E. Watts states "That he and his brother 
bought a quarter of a section, four miles west of 
Balmoral and the children walked 3Y2 miles to Bruce 
School". "He was pleased to see them in a van, 
taken to school when Balmoral Consolidated 1914". 
A report of 1886 states Bruce School has a neat and 
comfortable school. 

Later, Bruce School was renovated and became 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Herb Miller. The Millers 
lived here for many years. This place still stands and 
has been used as a granary. 

Teachers 
July 1885 - Dec. 1885 

Bruce S.D. #170 
Edward W. Montgomery 

Students and teacher, Bruce School. 
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Jan. 1886 June 1886 
July 1886 - Dec. 1889 
Jan, 1890 - June 1891 
July 1891 Dec. 1891 
Jan. 1892 Dec. 1893 
Jan, 1894 - Dec, 1895 
Jan, 1896 - July 1897 
Aug, 1897 Dec, 1898 
Jan, 1899 - Dec. 1899 
Jan, 1900-Aug. 1900 
Sept. 1900 Dec, 1901 
Jan. 1902 Dec. 1905 
Jan, 1906 - Dec, 1906 
Jan. 1907 - July 1907 
Aug. 1907 Dec. 1909 
Jan. 19iO July 1912 
Aug, 1912 - Dec. 1912 
Jan. 1913 - Dec. 1913 
Jan. 1914 Dec. 1914 

James A. Gordon 
Richard Weir 
Jenny Wells 
Bertha Oatway 
Wm, Emsall 
Wm. H. Stratton 
Elizabeth Cooper 
Ethel Stratton 
Elizabeth Cooper 
John McCormack 
Elizabeth Cooper 
Ellen Inkster 
Catherine McNabb 
Miss A. L. McCullough 
Eva Brady 
Clara E. Poyser 
Nan Morrow 
Dorothy Clayton 
Isabella Inkster 

Carlsborg School 
submitted by Mr. Nordin 

The settlement centered by Carlsborg School, 
NE 1-17-1W, (right on the meridian dividing Rock
wood and Armstrong), was somewhat later to de
velop than Westerham and McFarlane Schools. 
However, by 1915 and the decade following, several 
prominent and enterprising families had setted in this 
area flanked by the first principal meridian, in parts 
of Townships 16 and 17. The majority of pupils carne 
from the Rockwood Municipality side. 

One has to admire the faith and fortitude of these 
early settlers who succeeded in carving out their 
existence in an almost forbidding area. Swamps and 
sloughs stretched for miles in every direction, broken 



here and there by sections of stony land, and mere 
mud and gravel trails substituted for the sturdier 
roads we know today. 

Yet one recalls with pride several of these splen
did Carlsborg families - John Billson, Gust Billson, 
P. O. Olson, A. P. Nore, Harold Quist, Charlie Quist, 
Alex Haller, Emil Johnson, A. Lindstrom, A. 
Ellstrom, 1. A. Fredborg, Teofild Zetterlund. The 
school itself was named using the first name of Carl 
Carlson's (Carls) name and last portion of 1. Fred
borg's (borg) name. 

It was these same early settlers who, by 1914, 
succeeded in having the Carlsborg S.D. No. 1776 
formed. Several meetings were held during the win
ter of 1915, the first at the home of John Billson. It 
speaks well for the first group of trustees John 
Billson, Johannes Hanson, and Henry Rohne in 
that the Carlsborg School was completed in June of 
1916, and opened its doors for some fifteen students 
on Monday, June 19, 1916. These students surely 
matched their parents in their desire for education, 
because the school carried on through the hot months 
of July and August, into the Fall term, without a 
break. 

The first teacher was Mildred H. Gordon of Teu
lon, and Department of Education records for 1916 
and 1917 also indicate that the following pupils were 
in attendance: Evelyn Backlund, Hedwic Billson, 
Ruth Billson, Esther Boden, George Boden, Violet 
Boden, Alice Carlson, Hildur Carlson, Oscar Carl
son, Esther Hendrickson, Judith Johnson, Lily 
Lundstrom, Ole Lundstrom, Edwin Lundstrom, Es
ther Olson, Mary Olson, Rudolph Zetterlund. Judith 
Johnson was the first student to complete Grade 
Nine. 

Carlsborg School, 1927. Back Row, L to R: Hilda Boden, Ruth 
Billson, Cecil Neve, John Johnson, Raymond Neve, Esthre 
Olson, H. T. Nordin (teacher). Middle Row: Harold Billson, 
Percy Nore, Irma Boden, Kate Billson, Dorothy Neve, Lily 
Zetterlund. Front Row: Eskil Olson, Walter Zetterlund, Alfred 
Olson. 

Carlsborg school, from the very beginning, be
came known for its excellent standards of achieve-
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ment by its students. The period 1925-27 for 
example, was no exception and claimed some nota
ble pupil achievements, among which were the fol
lowing: 

1. The award of the Nelson shield by the Depart
ment of Education, for the best Grade Eight entrance 
record in June, 1926, among schools in the Inspec
toral Division of M. Hall- Jones Edith I. Olson 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. O. Olson, received the 
highest average (93) in the Division, in these exam
inations. 

2. Lily Zetterlund (now Mrs. W. W. Waterman of 
Vancouver) a Grade Six pupil, was the recipient of a 
Diamond Jubilee Medal (1867-1927) for her essay 
"The Diamond Jubilee of Confederation" in June of 
1927. 

Following are the names of the students enrolled 
in 1925-27: Ruth Billson, Kate Billson, Harold Bill
son, Victor Billson, Hilda Boden, Irma Boden, John 
Johnson, Signe Johnson, Alex Lindstrom, Violet 
Lindstrom, Cecil Neve, Raymond Neve, Dorothy 
Neve, Percy Nore, Olaf Nore, Edith Olson, Esther 
Olson, Eskil Olson, Alfred Olson, Lily Zetterlund, 
Walter Zetterlund, Florence Haller. 

The trustees at this time were: Emil Johnson, A. 
P. Nore, and P. 0. Olson, with Mr. Olson as Chair
man and Mr. Nore, Secretary-Treasurer. The teacher 
was Henry T. Nordin of Teulon, who lived with his 
parents at Westerham, some 4Y2 miles from Carls
borg, during his two year tenure. Mr. Nordin's Model 
T. (1921 vintage) and homemade toboggan (Elof 
Bjork design) drawn by one of the Nordin family's 
sturdy mules, were the chief means of getting to (or 
near) school. September 1926 will always be remem
bered as one of the wettest Septembers in Manitoba 

PupilS from Carlsborg contrived ingenious means of amuse
ment. Here Victor Billson is "chief" engineer with Bernice 
Hailer and Violet Linstrom assistants. 

history, and, with a heavy snowfall in 1927, the 
already well filled sloughs became long lakes, wind
ing their way in every direction. Carlsborg School, 



with its ring of dry land, was virtually a tiny island, 
and pupils, especially from the Nore and Haller 
farms, west of the meridian, had to reach school by 

Carlsborg School was surrounded by water which stretched 
for miles. Here Percy Nore paddles his "cargo" to school. 
Back: Brother Ole and at front Bernice Haller, Victor Billson. 

miniature homemade boats, Others, including the 
teacher, had knee-high waders. Many, who lacked 
waterproof footwear, stood waiting on a strip of dry 
land, for their teacher to carry them acoss the "river" 
surrounding the school. Mr. Nordin, in recalling the 
adventure of morning and afternoon exercise work
out, says: "I still believe the number to be carried 
increased each day on purpose". It was a real lark 
to be guided or carried by the teacher to dry territory! 

Carlsborg School served its community well until 
1944, when the school was destroyed by a bush fire 
during Easter holidays, and the pupils who, by this 
time, had dwindled down to eight to ten, were trans
ported to McFarlane School. The school was never 
rebuilt because of the dwindling number of students, 
but the district itself remained in existence until Janu
ary 1, 1964, when it was dissolved by special peti
tion, and its assets, were transferred to Teulon School 
District. 

The last teacher in 1944 was Miss Annie M. 
Jones, while the trustees were Alex Haller, Godfried 
Axelson and John Johnson. Some twenty teachers in 
all taught at Carlsborg School between 1916-1944. 

M. H. Gordon 1916 
B. Curtis 1917 
A. Rosenblad 1917 
G. Coyle 1918 
M. B. Nixon 1919 
E. Matheson 1920 
E.Cox 1920 
W. Danielson 1921 
R. Stewart 1922 
w. L. Rankin 1923 
H. T. Nordin 1925 
E. F. Peterson 1928 
R. R. Sadler 1931 

to? 

V. Werier 1933 
C. Shoup 1935 
R. R. McLaughlin 1936 
H. Remple 1938 
A. Main 1941 
A. M. Jones 1943-44 

Carlsborg School was not unlike many other 
schools where parents, students and teacher worked 
together for high goals of attainment. Mention has 
already been made of the many scholastic awards 
won and, in mentioning these successes, one must, 
first and foremost, relate them to the splendid atti
tude of the pupils. They were studious, alert and 
industrious, and thus made their parents and teachers 
proud of their overall achievements. Carlsborg 
School will always have a treasured place in the 
memory of so many. 

Centre School District No. 540 
submitted by Annie Willis 

On June 30th, 1888 an organizational meeting 
was held at the home of Mr. N. E. Siddons. The first 
trustees were Mr. 1. Shaw, Mr. N. E. Siddons, and 
Mr. A. Polson, Mr. Siddons was chairman and Mr. 
Polson acted as Secretary-treasurer. The land for the 

Centre School. 

school site was donated by Mr. John Good and as it 
was half way between Stonewall and Balmoral the 
school was called Centre School District. 

A meeting on August 13th was held at the home 
of Mr. John Good to consider the raising of money to 
build the school. The trustees were authorized to 
borrow $600.00 by the issue and sale of 10 deben
tures of $60.00 each. The loan of $260.00 from 
Elizabeth Shaw plus $100.00 from the municipal 
Council gave them about $960.00. 

Tenders for the erection of the school were called 
for, and at a later meeting Mr. Lustid's tender of 
$722.00 was accepted. The school opened on De
cember 3rd, 1888 with Miss Jessie Brown as teacher 
at a salary of $35.00 per month. The following is a 



list of the teachers who taught at Centre up to June 
1956: 
1888-89-
1890-91-
1892-
1893-

3. Brown 
E. Roberts 
B. Oatway. A. 1. McArthur. Miss Rukie 
Miss Rukie. Miss Broatch, A. 1. McArthur, F. 
Stanley 

1894- F. Stanley 
1895-F. Stanley, 
A. 1. McArthur 
1896-
1897-
1898-
1899-
1900-
1901-02-
1903-
1904-
1905-
1906-07-
1908-
1909-10-
1911-12-
1913-
1914-15-
1916-
1917-
1918-
1919-
1920-22 
1922-30-
1930-35-
1935-42-
1942-43-
1943-45-
1945-46-
1946-47-
1947-49-
1949-52-
1952-53-
1953-55-
1955-56-

P. Ivrach. A. 1. McArthur 
A. ]. McArthur. P. H. Miller 
G. w. Bartlett. P. H. Miller 
P. H. Miller 
P. H. Miller. R. McLelland 
1. Peach 
w. Chanin 
T Rutherford. w. Fidler 
w. Fidler 
w. Fidler. A. Scott 
W. Currie 
H. R. McEwen. T Jerrom 
S. A. Umphery 
M. Pearson 
G. Jones. Roberta Anderson 
R. Anderson 
R. Anderson. Ida Oughton 
Ida Oughton 
C. Rice 
L. Sibbald 
V. Labey 
M. McRae 
A. Calderwood 
L. Lund 
E. Morland 
M. E. Jahns 
R. C. Mulligan 
C. Guthrie 
D. Stanbra 
Mrs. Vidal 
G. Byle 
M. Toews 

Last class of Centre School, June 29th, 1956. Back: Miss M. 
Toews. Grace Lindsay, Edith McMahon, Robert Kee, Don 
Smith. Centre: Leslie Kee, Peggy Smith. Lynne Riley. Garnet 
Thieven. Front: Yvonne Riley, Jimmy Lindsay. 
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In the fall of 1956 the trustees decided to close the 
school and take the pupils to Stonewall by van. Mr. 
George Charison was the first van driver. 

This system continued until 1964 when the elec
tors of the school drew up a petition asking that the 
School District of Centre be dissolved. The land was 
to be transferred to the School Districts of Brant, 
Balmoral and Stonewall, with the pupils attending 
the school into which their land had been transferred. 

In 1965 Centre School Division No. 540 was 
dissolved and the school building and land sold to 
Mr. Blue. 

Dundas School District No. 95 
submitted by Lillian E. Campbell and Bruce 
Campbell. 

Dundas School District was formed April 7, 
1880, In 1881 the first school, a log building, was 
constructed on the farm of Mr. Tom Campbell, N. E. 
Y4 of 14-16-2E. 

The ratepayers, at the home of Mr. G. White, 
appointed the first school board. The trustees were: 
Messrs. Mark Campbell. G. Cook, 1. McMullen, 
with David Campbell as secretary-treasurer a 
position he held for thirty-two years. Miss Fanny 
Parrot was the first teacher. 

Though the first registers are not available, some 
interesting facts have been gathered. In 1885, Miss 
Christine McLeod had twenty-six pupils. School was 
open three months during the fall term; and five 
months, in the spring term. The grant from the 
provincial government was $80.00. Some of the 
pupils who attended the first school were: 
Albert Bond 
Charlie Bond 
Johnny Bond 
Ada Boyd 
Arthur Campbell 
Charlie Campbell 
David Campbell 
Dawson Campbell 
Eddie Campbell 
Edgar Campbell 
Eliza Campbell 
Ernest Campbell 
Harriet Campbell 
Hattie Campbell 
Joe Campbell 
John. N. Campbell 
Johnny Campbell 
Lizzie Campbell 
Mabel Campbell 
Margaret Campbell 
Sam Campbell 
Will Campbell 
William 1. Campbell 
Annie Cook 
George Cook 
Maude Cook 
Bill White 



Front Row, L to R: Earl Campbell, Stuart Campbell, Mr. George Bruce (teacher), Lillian Campbell, Melvin Campbell, Hillis Hood. 
Back Row, L to R: Annie Campbell, Evelyn Campbell, Howard Campbell, Edith Campbell, Hazel Campbell, William Campbell, 
Dwight Hood. 

Emma White 
Minnie White 

Re-adjustments in the Dundas School District 
were made from time to time. Statistics state: On 
January 1, 1921 the District consisted of part of sec
tions 1, 4, 5, 6, 20, 21,23,24 and all on, 8, 9,16,17 
and 18 in Township 16, Range 2 East. Further adjust
ments were made in 1943, 1950, 1954 and 1963. 

Dundas School No. 95, 1930. 

In 1889, a frame school, replacing the log school, 
was built on the S.W. Y4 of 12-16-2E. Statistics show 
that in 1894, Mr. H. W. McDonald had forty-seven 
pupils. Other teachers of this period were: Miss 1. 
Montgomery, Mr. Forrester, Mr. Duncan Campbell 
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and Mr. T. G. Hamilton. Through the years, enrol
ment decreased. 

In 1954, a ratepayers' meeting was called to de
cide the future of the School District. Some 
ratepayers favored the construction of a new school 
on the same site, while others wished to join the 
Teulon Consolidated School District. The vote de
cided in favor of a new, modern building. The old 
frame school was moved to the town of Teulon, 
renovations were made, and it is now the home of 
William Senick. A new modern school was erected in 
1954 with Messrs. Arnett Cook and August Kletke as 
trustees, and Ben Skinner as secretary-treasurer. 
Mrs. Jennie Gretchen was the first teacher in the new 
school with nine pupils in attendance. This school 
served the district until 1964. 

Taken from available registers, are the names of 
teachers who taught in Dundas School from 
1910-1964: 
1910-1911 
1911-1912 
1912-1913 
1913-1914 
1914-1915 
1915-
-1916 
1916-1917 
1917-1918 
1918-1919 

Miss Nellie Murray 
Miss E. Elham 
Miss Clara Cook 
Miss Violet Hawkins 
Mr. George Bruce 
Mr. George Bruce 
Miss Lenore Meyers 
Miss Isabel Malpas 
? 
Mr. Partington 



1919-'1 Miss Hempsall 
?-1926 ? 
1926-1927 Miss A. P. Lobb 
1927- Mr. D. M. McLoughlin 
-1928 Mr. G. Mark 
1928-1929 Mr. G. Mark 
1929-1930 Miss Mary Kelly 
1930-1931 Miss Mary Kelly 
1931-1932 Miss Mary Kelly 
1932-1933 Miss P. Cottingham 
1933-1934 Miss Audrey Hood 
1934- Miss A. E. Anderson 
-1935 Miss Louth 
1935-1936 Miss H. B. Francis 
1936-1937 Miss Frances Campbe!J 
1937-1938 Miss Frances Campbell 
1938-1939 Miss Frances Campbell 
1939-1940 Miss Helen Cumming 
1940-1941 Miss Helen Cumming 
1941-1942 ? 
1942-1943 Miss G. M. Peterson 
1943-1944 Miss 1. Baley 
1944-1945 Miss 1. Baley 
1945-1946 Miss 1. Baley 
1946-1947 Miss 1. Baley 
1947-1948 Miss M. Baley 
1948-1949 Miss M. Baley 
1949-1950 Miss M. Baley 
1950-\951 Miss. J. Baley 
1951-1952 Mrs. Hope Bowman 
1952-1953 Mrs. 1. Gretchen 
1952-1953 Mrs. 1. Gretchen 
1953-1954 Mrs. 1. Gretchen 
1954-1955 Mrs. 1. Gretchen 
1955-1956 Mrs. 1. Gretchen 
1956-1957 Mrs. 1. Morrison 
1957- Miss Rosemary Jardine 
-1958 Miss C. M. Sigvaldason 
1958-1959 Miss Freda Hornford 
1959-1960 Mrs. Claudia Campbell 
1960-1961 Mrs. Claudia Campbell 
1961-1962 Mrs. Claudia Campbell 
1962-1963 Mrs. Helen Cockerill 
1963-1964 Mrs. Helen Cockerill 

Many pupils passed through the doors of the 
three Dundas schools. What memories they could 
record! Remember a favorite school song? 

The Dundas Public School 
We're the Dundas Public School, 

And don't we look immense? 
Perhaps we lack in beauty 

But we'll make it up in sense. 
We're always in good humor 

Except when it is cold. 
We have a jolly teacher 

Who seldom ever scolds. 

Chorus. 
Hurrah! Hurrah! For Dundas Public School. 
Hurrah! Hurrah! We never break a rule. 

We're quite the best of scholars 
as anyone can tell. 

And don't we love our school welL 
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In English, Mathematics, to no one will we bow. 
Our problems we can always solve if 

Someone shows us how. 
We take down questions in the day 

And work them out at night. 
We hardly ever get them wrong, 

But seldom get them right. 

Chorus. 
We'll go out in the World some day 
And each will do his share. 

It may be weeding onions, 
Or it may be cutting hair. 

But this we know will surely be, 
Whatever comes along, 

We'll think of our old Dundas School 
And sing this rousing song. 

Chorus. 
Statistics concerning the closing of the last Dundas 
School state: 
"Absolved by an award of arbitration dated, June 
1964, and its lands transferred partly to the Consoli
dated School District of Gunton, No. 1507 and partly 
to the Consolidated School District of TeuIon, No. 
1093, effective January 1965." 

Edward E. Best School- S. D. No. 2298 
by Nick Goresky 

With an increased population, the people of the 
district decided an additional school should be built 
in the area. Victoria School, to the north, and Rock
wood School, to the south, were unable to handle the 
increasing numbers of students and the parents were 
concerned about the three miles in either direction 
that the pupils had to walk. Due largely to the efforts 
of the late John Heaps construction of Edward E. Best 
School was started in the fall of 1939 on the NW Y4 
27-I3-2E. (the SE corner of Highways 7 and 67 and 
the present site of the 4 lane highway). 

The basement was dug by volunteers using 
horses and scrapers. Cooper Brothers were the build
ing contractors. Work was completed and the one 
room school first opened in the fall of 1940. 

The school was named after School Inspector
Edward Best. Mr. Best used to ride a bicycle to 
travel from school to school. It probably took him 
days to travel around the district. As students, we 
looked forward to his visits at Victoria School be
cause besides having a very nice inspector he used to 
give us a fifteen minute break when he arrived. 

The first teacher was Miss Mary Nugent. Some of 
the other teachers, not listed in any particular order as 
my memory fails me, were Miss Fletcher, Mrs. Hugh 
Bowman, Miss Elliot, Mr. Lawrence Suchar, Mr. L. 
Suski, Mrs. Maholovich, Mrs. Vidal, Mrs. Connie 



Guthrie, Mrs. McEwan, Mr. Doug Moore, and Miss 
F. Morrison. 
After the war ended more people moved into the 

district. The school served as a community centre 
due to the unpaid efforts of the school trustees and the 
tireless volunteer efforts of the Edward E. Best 
Ladies Auxilliary. Concerts, dances, and even 
church services were held in the school. Eventually 
another room was added to the school. 

In the early sixties, the Department of Education 
decided to close all the small schools and form a 
school division. Edward Best was closed in 1967 
and it became the centre for those requiring special 
education. It was used by them for several years. It 
was then moved to Stonewall and housed some of the 
primary grades, until it was moved to Teulon where it 
is presently being used as a museum. 

Good Hope School District 
by Milton Good 

Before the formation of Good Hope School dis
trict, Victoria School existed to the south. There were 
more settlers moving in and more children becoming 
of school age causing overcrowding. Also some 
pupils had to walk or travel long distances to attend 
school. In the year 1888 petitions were presented to 
the Municipality of Rockwood to form a new district 
or readjust and make alterations in the existing ones. 
This led to the passing of bylaw 101 on the statutes of 

the Municipality of Rockwood, June 1, 1888 under 
the chairmanship of Reeve A. R. Mitchell. This 
bylaw set forth the designs and boundaries of Vic
toria School District, Good Hope School District, 
Centre School District, Greenwood School District, 
Dundas School District and Netley School District 
and gave each district authority to proceed with the 
formation of and building of a school. 

Accordingly Good Hope School was organized 
as No. 539 and the first school board consisted of 
Messrs Andrew Hunter, Hugh Currie and· Jacob 
Williams as trustee with Mr. George Tocher as Secre
tary-Treasurer. 

The school was built in 1889 on the SE Y4 
33-14-2E and was opened that year with Mr. William 
Weir as the first teacher. The records of the first few 
years are unavailable but there were many pupils who 
obtained their basic education in the old school who 
in later years rose to positions of respect and impor
tance in later life. To mention a few there were 1. W. 
Shipley, a teacher by profession, Billy Currie, a 
noted lawyer in Saskatchewan and John Peach, a 
noted teacher and school inspector. 

The school was in continuous operation and use 
until the closing in 1966 due to the change of the 
school system to the division arrangement. The last 
secretary was Mr. Jack Verbrugge who held the office 
from 1945 to the closing date, and the last teacher was 

Good Hope School, 1898. Teacher, Julia Peach. Back Row, L to R: Lizzie Montgomery, Lizzie Mitchell, Maud Campbell, Willie 
Montgomery, Irwin Mitchell, John Peach, Charlie Shipley, Garnet Shipley, Etta Currie. Second Row: Albert Campbell, Maggie 
Hunter, Annie Montgomery, Gilbert Currie, Ethel Shipley, John M. Currie, Donald Currie, ? Campbell. Third Row: Richard Currie, 

: Fred Shaw, Eva Shaw, Gertie Shipley, Roy Shaw, Harry Peach, Kathleen Bouskill, Annie Campbell, Arthur Williams. Bottom Row: 
Willie Currie, Andrew Mitchell, Harold Currie, Willie Peach, Archie Campbell. 

III 



Good Hope School children, 1917. L to R, Back Row: "girls" Alma Bouskill, Edna Good, Miss Lisle Cornish "teacher", Edna Bouskill. 
Second Row: Grace Good, Mary Shipley, Vera Bouskill. Extreme front: "boys" Robert Bloodworth, Durban Morrow, John Good, 
Gerald Croy, Walter Wainman, Victor Good, Fred Croy. 

Mrs. Ainsley Main who also taught till the closing 
date. 

Good Hope School. 

Even today there are many descendants of some 
of the original ratepayers in the persons of Peaches, 
Bouskills, Goods, Shipleys, Lohmers, and Croys 
living in the community. All of the buildings are still 
being used on the farm of Mr. Milton Good proving 
that when they were built they were made to last. 

Grassmere School No. 35 
Submitted by Ted Ward 

There is some controversy over the location of the 
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first Grassmere school. However, after talking to old 
timers in the district, most of their recollections seem 
to agree with an article published by A. G. McArthur 
years ago. The following paragraph is taken from 
that article. 

"More settlers were coming into the district and 
by 1877 a school was needed. Peter McArthur (who 
resided on S V2 20-I3-IE) donated an acre of land and 
a log building was put up. It had a thatched roof. A 
carpenter was hired to put in doors and windows, 
blackboards and home made desks. All other work 
was done by voluntary labour; there were no worries 
about debentures. The only costs were the carpen
ter's wages, paid in cash. There were no graded 
roads. The first teacher was John McCleod." 

This school was used only a short time and it is 
believed that in the early 1890's a new school was 
built north of the first one, S.E. 29-13-lE. Called 
Grassmere School No. 35 it operated until the year 
1959. Then the district was dissolved with the pupils 
going to Brant Argyle, Stonewall or Grosse Isle. The 
school building itself was sold to A. D. McKenzie 
and moved to Teulon where it served as a funeral 
chapel until 1981. (Avery Unger purchased the plot of 
ground on which the school was situated and it is now 
part of the Unger farmland). 



Going back to old records books, we note that in 
1907, Miss Luke, the teacher at that time, was paid 
$50.00 a month. In 1925 Miss Campbell was paid 
$80.00 a month. The highest salary, in those early 
days was paid to Miss Inkster in the year 1929. She 
received $102.00 a month. Then the depression came 
and by the year 1935, Miss Inkster's salary had 
dropped to $42.50 a month. 

Wages remained in that range until 1940, when 
Miss Dott was paid $60.00. In 1947 Miss Stefanuk's 
salary reached $100.00 a month and times were im
proving. When the school closed in 1959, Mrs. 
McElroy was earning approximately $235.00 per 
month. 

The records also show that on March 21, 1906 the 
government grant for the last half of that year was 
received the grand sum of $59.80. On March 3, 
1907, Archie Campbell was paid $12.50 for ten cords 
of wood. In 1909, Henry Appleyard received $1.10 
for cleaning stove pipes and supplying the school 
with two dozen screw nails for the storm windows. In 
1915, two brooms were purchased for .90¢. The fruit 
and ice cream for the annual district picnic cost 
$4.68. The teacher was paying $15.00 a month for 
room and board. 

In the year 1937 the total cost of operating the 
school was $1,026.00 a figure that would make to
days school boards envious. At a meeting held in 
Grassmere School in the spring of 1942, Miss Foot, 
the teacher at that time was asked to take care of the 
sweeping duties. For this she would be paid 40¢ a 
week. Times must have still been rough in 1941.The 
board at that time moved to buy a new baseball for the 
pupils, but it was not to be used during the holidays. 

Much of the community's social life centered 
around the little school, and there were two high
lights every year. One was the annual Christmas 
concert. Six weeks prior to the event, the pupils and 
teacher devoted a great deal of their time rehearsing 
for it. Carols were sung, plays rehearsed, recitations 
memorized and pageants learned. At the end of the 
concert, Santa Claus always appeared with gifts, 
oranges and candy. What a treat that was in the 
depression days! The evening ended with coffee and 
lunch provided by the ladies of the district. There was 
many a cold ride home with the horses and sleigh, 
after the evening of fun. 

The second major event of the year was the 
school picnic. It was held on an afternoon in late June 
to celebrate the closing of the school term. Though it 
was a busy farming community, the men folk too, 
took the afternoon off to join in the festivities. 

A booth was set up and ice cream, chocolate bars, 
soft drinks and other goodies normally in short sup
ply, were plentiful. Races were run and ball was 
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played along with tug-a-war and other outdoor 
sports. In the late afternoon a cold supper was 
served, thanks again, to the generous ladies of the 
district. Then it was home to the evening chores. 

In 1935, a basement was dug for Grassmere 
School. The cost of digging and cementing the base
ment, moving the school, buying and installing the 
furnace, building stairs, installing the coal chute and 
back filling, cost the district $986.10. Grassmere 
school had no well on its property until October 
1946. Before that all water for the school use was 
carried from the farm across the road, now owned by 
Ron and Heather Unger. Another improvement was 
made in 1949 when hydro was installed. 

Grassmere School. 

In this report on Grassmere school I have tried not 
to mention too many names. There were so many 
families that contributed to Grassmere in so many 
ways that I could not risk the chance of missing 
someone. Our hearty thanks goes out to them for the 
contribution they have made to our present society. 

The Country School 
Although the years are many 
Since our country school house stood, 
The years we spent beneath its roof, 
Were meaningful and good. 
Young girls and boys a challenge met 
To seek an education. 
And they became good citizens, 
A credit to our nation. 
We're proud of our new modem schools 
That spread out large and grand. 
Oh may our children all enjoy, 
The wealth of our great land. 
But don't discount the men of old 
Who built with humble tools, 
The key to education with 
Our one room country schools. 

By Donna C. Ward 



Students and Teacher of Greenridge School, 1896. Left to Right, Back Row: Jennie Slater, Lizzie Martin, Ella Martin, Bella Storey, 
Maude Black, May Brooks. Second Row: Addison Porter, Byron Black, Robert Martin, Sarah Watson, William Black and teacher, 
Miss Annie McFarlane. Third Row: William Slater, James Slater, Robert Quickfall, Dinah Bouck, Susanne Black, Wilda Martin. 
Front Row: Jessie Graham, Henry Brown, Hugh Graham, Peter Martin, Ida Scott, Edith Scott, Minnie Porter, Grace Black, Elsie 
Black, Charlie Porter and Sidney Bouck. Centre front: Jim Porter. 

Greenridge S. D. #. 211 
by Catherine Thexton 

Greenridge School was situated four miles north 
of Balmoral on the southwest comer of 31-15-2E. 
Although the school district existed for only thirty 
years, the building remained an important landmark 
for another forty years. It stood at the crossroads to 
Teulon, Gunton, and Balmoral. Often local residents 
referred to it as The Red School. 

In 1884, the school district was formed with 
Thomas Porter, Charles Slater, and R. B. Smith as 
trustees. There were thirteen students registered be
ginning on May 19, 1884. The Department of Educa
tion's records show that the first teacher's report was 
for the fall term, 1885. Twenty-one students were 
enrolled. They were taught by Miss Bessie Harcourt 
who held a 1st B certificate. The school district 
received a grant of fifty dollars. The school was built 
of lumber with entrance through a fairly large porch 
on the south. The windows were placed to the east 
and the west. Just inside the classroom door, stood a 
big wood stove. It was fired with poplar three feet in 
length. A roaring fire kept those near the stove toasty 
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warm in winter. Pipes went up from the stove to near 
the ceiling, thence along the length of the room to a 
chimney at the north. At the back of the room stood 
an organ, a closed-in box type with two doors. Out
side, there was a well with good water, a bam for the 
horses that children drove or rode to school, and two 
toilets. 

Most of the teachers boarded at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Scott who farmed one and a half 
miles south of the school on the SE Y4 24-15-1E. 
William Scott served as secretary-treasurer and as 
trustee for a number of years. The available school 
registers which span about twenty years show that the 
following gave many years of trustee care: Herbert 
Cosens, John S. Fines, Saville Morton, Thomas Por
ter, Harvey Quickfall, William Quickfall, James 
Shore,1. H. Slater, and R. B. Smith. 

Prior to the fall term, 1897, the highest standing 
was Standard V. The term "grade" was used thereaf
ter, and soon Grade VIII appeared on the registers. 
Most of the teachers had three to five months teacher 
training. Salaries ranged form a low of $360 per 
annum (1901) to a high of $600 per annum (1914). 



Classes extended into the summer months. In 1905, 
for example, the duration of the summer holidays 
was three weeks, from July 10 to August 1. 

Some teachers kept records of such as the 
weather, deaths, picnics, and the first signs of spring. 
In 1903 the weather from January 1 to 8 was "extra 
mild with fine sleighing" . Crows returned on March 
10, and James Porter saw Blackbirds on March 30. 
Ida Scott found a dandelion on April 17 . By April 23 , 
the Foster's, Shore's, and Williams' were seeding. 
Then on May 8, Maud Endersby found some ripe 
strawberries, and by May 30, Ida Scott and Oliver 
Fines reported Lady Slippers. 

Young adults desiring an education came to 
school often for a few months each year. The oldest to 
return was John Henry Slater at the age of 27. For the 
winter of 1889-1890, he filled three roles at Green
ridge- a student, a trustee, and the secretary-trea
surer. 

Darcy Morton who had attended Greenridge re
members the well-liked school inspector, Mr. Ed
ward Best. Mr. Best rode a bicycle from school to 
school. His visits often lasted several days, and his 
lessons taken with each class, were events to remem
ber. 

Two hibernating dens of garter snakes were lo
cated near the school, both on the NE Y4 30-15-2E. 
This quarter, homesteaded by W. Foster, was pur
chased by Harrison Bouck, and then by James Mor
ton. Excitement increased every spring when 
thousands of snakes came out of their dens and 
spread throughout the countryside, and again in the 
fall when they returned. Like many other rural areas, 
Greenridge had its swimming holes that lured stu
dents on warm summer days. The closest one, a 
living slough south-west of the school, was within 
hearing distance of the teacher's bell. 

Sunday School and church services were held 
from 1885 to 1907 in the school. An early Methodist 
Communion Roll (Stonewall Circuit) shows twenty
eight members of the following surnames in the 
Greenridge congregation: Cosens, Edgar, Foster, 
Heale, Large, Martin, Porter, Quickfall, Slater, 
Storey, Thompson, and Watson. William Edgar was 
the Sunday School superintendent at that time. 

The history of Greenridge is a fitting place for a 
tribute to one of its students, Robert Quickfall. In his 
later years, Robert Quickfall wrote Re-Echoes from 
Rockwood, as well as many articles about early days 
in the area he knew so well. He was president of the 
Rockwood Historical Society that published Rock
wood Echoes in 1960. Although many others gave 
freely of their time, it was he who provided the 
inspiration to begin the work and the encouragement 
and the guidance to complete it. Without his dedica-
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tion, much of the early history of the municipality 
would have been lost. 

Greenridge S. D. was dissolved at the end of the 
fall term, 1914. Two consolidated schools had been 
built, Gunton in 1911 and Balmoral in 1914. Students 
were transferred to these larger schools. Although 
the history of this one time frontier school ended with 
the last concert on December 22, 1914, the friend
ships developed at Greenridge lasted a lifetime. 

Greenridge School District #211 
compiled by Edith (Scott) Simpson 
Teachers -
July 1885-June 1886 
July 1886-June 1887 
July 1887-Dec. 1889 
Jan. I 890-Dec. 1890 
Jan. 1891-Dec. 1891 
Jan. 1892-July 1892 
Aug. 1892-Dec. 1892 
Jan. 1893-Aug. 1893 
Sept. 1893-Dec. 1894 
Jan. 895-June 1896 
Aug. I 896-Dec. 1896 
Jan. 1897-July 1897 
Aug. 1897-Feb. 23. 1900 
Feb. 26, 1900-Dec. 1901 
Jan. 1902-Dec. 1904 
Feb. 1905-April 1905 
April 1905-Dec. 1905 
Jan. 1906-Dec. 1907 
Jan. 1908-Dec. 1908 
Jan. 1909-June 1909 
Aug. 1909-Dec. 1909 
Jan. 191O-Feb. 191 I 
March 191 I-June 1911 
Aug. 191 I-Dec. 1911 
Jan. 1912-Feb. 1912 
Feb. 1912-June 1912 
Aug. 1912-1une 1913 
Aug. 19l3-Dec. 1913 
Jan. 1914-Dec. 1914 

Bessie Harcourt 
Bella Nicol 
Bessie Clifford 
Thomas John Smith 
Jessie McGavin 
Thomas John Smith 
Archie McKinnon 
Ruth Ethel Sutton 
Thomas John Smith 
Annie McFarlane 
Emma McDonald 
Annie Johnston 
Richard Fines 
Maud Campbell 
Wm. L. MacKenzie 
Wm. Emsall 
Jessie Amott 
Maidie Rutherford 
Christina Wright 
Ida Scott 
Ethel Quickfall 
Arabella Maxwell 
M. Edith Houston 
Marguerite E. Kelly 
Grace Clarke 
Wm. M. Sykes 
Annie Thexton 
Mabel Inche 
Winnifred Church 

Greenwood S.D. No. 48 
First organizing meeting held March 14th, 1878. 

From the third meeting held June 4th, 1878, it was 
decided to build a log school on one acre of land, 
acquired from John McKivor, on the NE Y415-15-2E. 
The logs were hewed and a new school was erected 
by the rate payers. Hugh Ferguson bid for the build
ing of the school at a cost of $275.00. This bid was 
accepted. The first board meeting was held in De
cember of that same year. Mr. John A. Ferguson was 
hired as teacher for six months and his salary to be 
$30.00 a month commencing January 1st, 1879. 
Three years later Mr. William Fraser took over as 
teacher. 

A new school was built on the same site in 1894 
and later remodelled to suit the demands of the De
partment of Education. In 1956 Greenwood S.D. 
joined the Gunton S.D. 



Grosse Isle School 
The original Grosse Isle School No. 696 was 

built on section 4-13-lE about one-quarter mile north 
of the southwest corner on property supplied by 
Joseph Hagerman. The school opened August 1892 
with four boys and seven girls in the charge of Mr. 
Cressy. The first school board included W. G. Syles, 
Tom Madill and Joseph Hagerman. The school car
ried on until the Consolidated School District was 
formed. Mr. A. Warburton moved the original build
ing away and the playground became part of grain 
fields. 

A consolidated school No. 1975 was completed 
in 1920 in the municipality of Rosser. The first teach
ing staff at this school were Miss Catherine Matheson 
and Miss K. Madill. Later a new school has been 
built on the same site. 

Gunton School 
The registers show that school sarted in Gunton 

in 1907 in the Church of England building. The first 
teacher was Miss Violet Bowman. The first trustees 
were W. 1. Dickie and James Gillespie. 

More land was added and the Gunton School 
District was formed June 19, 1909. Miss Florence 
Campbell was hired as teacher at an annual salary of 
$650. The register shows an enrollment of 63 pupils 
(31 boys and 32 girls). 

Mr. John Gunn offered the school board four 
acres of land, on the southeast corner of the town, for 
the erection of a school. This school was built in 1911. 
The construction was limesJone blocks tak~n from 
the Gunton quarries. It consisted of four rooms with a 
full-sized basement. 

Gunton School, 1929. 

Consolidation took place December 19, 1914. 
Gunton School received the number 1507. This took 
in all of Greenridge School District to the west, a 
good deal of the Greenwood District and a portion of 
Dundas. Horse drawn vans were used to convey the 
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students. Some of the early principals were Mr. 1. 
Wolfe, Mr. 1. S. McGowan and Mr. Wm. Meldrum. 

The rest of the Greenwood School District was 
joined to Gunton S.D. 1507 on Jan. 1, 1956. 

Gunton Consolidated School was dissolved in 
1967 and taken over by Interlake School Division 
No. 21. At dissoultion the board consisted of D. A. 
Fraser chairman and trustees Harold Kalk, Alex 
Jack, Elvin Campbell and Jack Woelke. Mrs. Jeanne 
Cosens was secretary treasurer. The principal was 
Mr. W. S. Kirbyson and the teachers were Mr. T. 
Tyler and Mrs. Drummond. The Interlake School 
Division continued to hold school at Gunton until 
June 30, 1969. 

On July 7, 1971 the Gunton School and school
yard was sold to Mr. Cerny who established a small 
animal research centre. 

Irwinton School - Blackdale 
submitted by Mrs. W. Galbraith 

Irwinton School. 

In 1904 the people gathered together and decided 
to build a school on the SW corner of 4-13-3East. 

There were the families of McDonalds, Irwins, 
Andrews, McLeods, Hickes etc. 

Mr. Wesley Andrews was the first Secretary
Treasurer followed by Mr. Percy Durham. 

The first teacher was Miss Margaret Monteith. 
Early teachers were (not in order): Miss Tula 
Goheen, Mr. Tupper, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Morgan, 
Miss McCaskill, Miss Gertie Holmes, Miss Mean
well, Miss Lemon. 

Miss Laura Roche taught from 1930-40. Follow
ing her were many teachers; Miss Y. Gustafson, Miss 
Peggy Todd, Miss Giselle Ruel, Miss A. Maskow, 
Miss Olga Susick, Shirley Mainman, S. Letandre, S. 
Toews, Miss Leah Bourk, Miss Peggy Watts. 



In 1957 the old school was moved to Stony 
Mountain and is now a house. A new school was built 
east of the old one. Miss S. Toews returned to teach 
for three years. Then Miss Pike taught 1960-1962. 
The new school was closed and moved to other 
school units and was used as an extra classroom. 

Pupils attending Irwinton School were: George 
Andrews, Beryl Andrews, Phoebe Andrews, James 
Andrews, Kenneth Andrews, Angus McLeod, Irene 
McLeod, Mary McLeod, Jessie Bruce, Archie 
Bruce, Georgie McDonald, Leslie Reid, Lloyd Reid, 
Orville Reid, Fletcher Reid, Vena Reid, Frank Tay
lor, Walter Taylor, Annie Boyko, Steve Boyko, Her
bie Irvin, Bill Irvin, George Irvin, Joey Irvin, Katie 
Blockland, Billy Blockland, Martha Paszenski, Isab-

Back Row: Mr. Wells, Mrs. Bruce, Katie Blackland, Nellie 
Davidson, Mrs. Davidson. Second Row: Frank Panting, Archie 
Bruce, Madge Kilgour, Mabel Grant, Mr. Bruce. Front: Frank 
Callow, Margaret Davidson, Muriel and Myrtle Kilgour, 1934. 

Arthur Van Dorp, George Kilgour, Hope Cameron, Laura 
Roche, Jennie Hubar, Myrt Kilgour, Annie Hubar, Muriel Kil
gour, Art Kilgour, Maggie Davidson. 
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el Edmondson, Harold Edmondson, John Rushman, 
Edith Davidson, Nellie Davidson, George Davidson, 
Mabel Grant, Doug Grant, Violet Kunzleman, Kris 
Kunzleman, Daphne Kunzleman, Waldermar 
Willms, Magdeleine Willms, Eddie Willms, Lily 
Krausher, Elsie Krausher, George Krausher, Dorothy 
Krausher, Bert Creek, Marjorie Creek, Fred Roehle, 
Joan Roehle, Howard Roehle, Bob Roehle, Rhoda 
Roehle, Audrey Reid, Marge Kilgour, George KIl
gour, Myrtle Kilgour, Muriel Kilgour, Arthur Kil
gour, Harry Kilgour, Arthur Van Dorp. Mary Wurch, 
Otto Wurch, Willie Wurch, Esther McLaren, Eileen 
Doyle, Hope Cameron, Steve Hubar, Jennie Hubar, 
Annie Hubar, Frank Callow, Delbert Potter, John 
White, Douglas Morrell, Margaret Davidson, Nestor 
Orleski, John Orleski, Martha Orleski. 

Church and Sunday School services were held in 
the school during the summer months. 

Meridian S.D. No. 438 
excerpts from N. Gorman's Survey 

Meridian School was built in 1886 on the comer 
of NW 25-15-1W which was donated by Dougald 
McArthur. The first teacher was E. W. Montgomery. 
in 1890 the school was moved to SW of30-15-lE, and 
about 1915 a new school was built on NW 24-15-1W. 
The old school was remodelled and used as a teach
ers' residence. In 1959, on dissolution of the district, 
some pupils went to Ridgeway and some to Brant. 

Light S.D. No. 1626 
Rockwood Echoes, page 318, states both Light 

and Komamo were built in 1909 as does an article on 
Komarno in Sisler paper, "Komarno built in 1909 
before that they journeyed 3 miles to McMillan." 
They are probably right, due to the dispute the de
partment did not issue a new school number. It was 
built on NW 25-17-lE. Do not have the name of the 
first teacher at Light. 

Komarno S.D. No. 1685 
Built in 1909, NW 33-17-2E. First teacher Mr. 

William Miharjchuk. Again the Thesis gives a date of 
June 21st, 1913. 

McFarlane S.D. No. 1524 
Information from N. Gorman's survey 

Organized February 26th, 1910, named after V. 
McFarlane, former secretary of Rockwood. School 
was to be built on NW 19-17-1 W, then changed to half 
mile comer Section 20-17-1W, February 4th, 1911 
changed to SE 19-17 -lE. School completed in the fall 
of 1911, first teacher Mr. 1. Espe. 1930 Stonewall 
Argus gives the number as 324 and states that the first 
teacher was Ernest Frayne of Stonewall. 



McMillian S.D. No. 1109 
excerpts from "Rockwood Echoes" 

This was the first school built north of TeuIon, 
located on NE !4 sec. 21-17-2E in 1903. This was to 
serve the surrounding areas. The first trustees were 
John Obach, Peter Walchuk and Lukash Woitowich 
with John Popowich as secretary. The first teacher to 
assume duties on March 30, 1904 was George Mar
tyniuk. 

In 1906 the school register shows the enrollment 
as thirty-two with nineteen pupils in Grade One 
ranging in ages seven to seventeen years; and thirteen 
pupils in Grade Two from ages nine to fifteen years. 

In 1908 trouble began when this one district be
gan to split into three districts - Light to the west 
and Komarno to the north, and McMillan. By the 
following year schools were in operation in Light and 
Komarno. The division of the financial balance of 
$1271.30 was settled by arbitration with Light receiv
ing $378.91, Komarno $799.58 and McMillan the 
school buildings, the contents, teachers' house and 
$114.81 in cash. 

McMillan school was then moved to NE Y4 sec 
16-17-2E using oxen to pull the sleighs. Later the 
school was remodelled and in 1940 a new school was 
built. 

This school was finally absorbed into Teulon 
schools. 

Norris S.D. No. 1207 
Norris School was built in 1904 on the southwest 

corner of SE !4 11-17 -lE. The first meeting to arrange 
about a school in the area was held February 11th, 
1904 at the home of Mr. L. Nelson. It was arranged at 
this ratepayers meeting to issue debentures to pay for 
the building. The debentures were to be $700.00, 
and payable in ten yearly payments. 

The ratepayers were to do the work of building 
themselves. This arrangement didn't work out too 
well, with some farmers only working shorter shifts. 
It was decided that each ratepayer should work six 
days free of charge and the balance of the work to be 
paid at two dollars per day. This school was named 
after the district. 

Records show the date of school opening was 
July, 1904 with Mr. Emsell as first teacher. His start
ing salary was $3S.00 per month. 

From the time the school was opened in 1904 to 
1910 slow progress was made by the pupils mainly 
because there were no roads. In the spring corduroy 
roads were built to get the children across the 
sloughs. The children all spoke their native language 
so had to learn English first. They didn't stay long at 
school since they were expected to work on the land 
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or seek employment elsewhere, to help supplement 
the family income. 

The trustees in office in 1917 were: 0. R. Olson, 
chairman, Otto Helander, Secretary-Treasurer and 
Jens Olson. In November 1917, a special meeting 
was called to improve the status of the school. It was 
decided to hire Miss Holmfriden Johnson (Mrs. H. J. 
Danielson) from Arborg. She improved classes so 
readily that by 1920 great strides had been made. 
During her two and half years of teaching she was 
successful in getting twelve of her pupils through 
Grades VIII to Grade IX, when classes had to write 
Departmental exams. The trustees established re
ligious teaching in the school, a privilege permitted 
by the School Act. 

Miss Johnston's efforts and achievements are still 
remembered and appreciated by her pupils. 

In 1964, Norris S.D. dissolved and amalgamated 
with Teulon S.D. 1093. 

Paulsen South S.D. No. 1523 
Information from N. Gorman's survey 

Built on section NW 33-17-1E 6 miles west of 
Komarno, built February 26, 1910, amalgamated 
with Lakeshore, closed April 1st, 1967. Had a hard 
time finding out anything about this school. 

History of Ridgeway School #1470 
submitted by Beatrice King 

Here I go down Memory Lane to submit the 
history of the Ridgeway School, North west of Bal
moral in Township IS-lE. To the south we had Bruce 
school and to the west the Meridian, both being too 
far away. A meeting was held on August 10th, 1908 at 
the home of Mr. William Fines, and trustees appoint
ed were Mr. Sid Emberly, Mr. William Fines, Mr. Jas 
Anderson, Chairman, and Mr. Tom King, Secretary
Treasurer. First business was to secure a site that 
would be most central, which was one acre NW 
corner of SW V4 22-1S-lE and one acre SW corner of 
NW Y422-1S-lE. 

Secondly, that a frame school 18x30xll ft. 
high be built on a stone foundation with storm porch 
over entrance door. Moved and seconded by S. Em
berly and William Fines that the Secretary-Treasurer 
consult with Mr. John Cook of Woodroyd an architect 
as to drawing up plans, and also to interview the 
Department of Education if the school board could 
build on Mr. Cook's plans. After the plans were 
drawn up changes had to be made re lighting and 
ventilation to be approved by the Department of 
Education. 

A special ratepayers meeting was called by post
ing up notices to this effect at Mrs. Jeffery Srs. gate, 
Jas Jefferys' NW corner and William Fines' gate for 



the purpose of raising $1000.00. At a meeting, the 
By-law was passed, that the Secretary-Treasurer be 
authorized to issue a cheque to Moyers School Sup
plies for $1.76 for purchase of Minute and Cash 
books. Andrew Peterson's tender of $25.00 was ac
cepted re foundation. 

Notice of tenders re building of school and De
bentures in Argus $1.00, in Gazette $1.25. Eight 
tenders received from the following, Thomas Fox, 
Jones & sons, W. Dickie, W. McKinnell, 1. Bradner, 
1. Morrison and Thomas Drever. Lowest tender was 
$718.00 and the highest $1625.00. Thomas Drever's 
accepted for $959.00, the other letter from Thomas 
Blizard offering to buy Debentures at face value and 
accepted. May 7th, 1909 Thomas Cooks' tender of 
$75.00 accepted for the painting of the inside and 
outside of the Ridgeway school. I think the school got 
its name because of the many ridges of land. 

Estimate of money required for current expenses 
for the year 1909 as follows: Government grant 
$90.00, Municipal grant $120.00, and special grant 
of $600.00. Advertisement re 3rd class teacher to 
appear in the Winnipeg Telegram 3 times at a cost of 
$1.00. June 14th, 1909 borrowed $400.00 from 
Northern Crown Bank at Stonewall @ 8%. W. S. 
Gable hired as teacher from June 14th, 1909 to De
cember 31st, 1909 for the sum of $300.00. Pupils 
enrolled were: Florence, Alice and Myrtle Emberly, 
Muriel Anderson and sister Elsie, Victor, Jennie, and 
Bessie Peterson, Bessie Brown, Beatrice King. In 
the fall and winter months we had join us Harvey 
Emberly, Charlie Peterson, Fred Anderson, Stephen, 
John and Jake Adams. THere were 8 double desks, 
teachers desk and chair ordered from Moyers School 
furnishings for $114.20 and to Russell Lang Co. 
school library books for $5.16. Secretary desk 
bought from D. McLaren Hardware, Balmoral for 
$6.55 and can be seen at the home of H. Morland, 
Stonewall. 

Ridgeway School #1470 and first pupils, 1909. Teacher, W. S. 
Gable. 
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I thought this motion quite cute, apparently Bal
moral School District wanted some of Ridgeway's 
land, moved by S. Emberly seconded by A. Peterson 
that Secretary-Treasurer write the Rockwood Coun
cil objecting to this change, and to the Department of 
Education asking them to protect us. 

Now we will fence the grounds, contract let to 
James Emberly for $25.00 also to haul posts, 100 
Tamarac posts peeled and sharpened, and 14 braces 
all at 15¢ each, total cost of material $59.91 these 
materials bought from D. McLaren, I. Riley, G. M. 
Brown. Who remembers these business men? 

Apparently it took some time to get deeds for this 
property, the original minutes state that the Secre
tary-Treasurer and Chairman made several trips to 
Winnipeg to interview the Canada Permanent Loan 
Co. re the acre on SW Y4 22-15-lE but finally got 
same, cost$9.65, and James Emberly was paid $4.00 
to get James Putt's signature on the deed for the acre 
of his land. 

September 3, 1909 W. S. Gable sent in his resig
nation as of September 30th, 1909. Another adver
tisement was put in the paper and Miss Agnes 
Barbour, Balmoral was accepted at $40.00 per 
month, January 1910 salary $50.00 per month. Mrs. 
Tammy Barbour taught a short while until her daugh
ter Agnes was finished at Normal. Miss Barbour 
drove horse and buggy or cutter or rode the bicycle 
for two years from her home farm. 

The first great event was the Christmas concert, 
getting a programme ready was fun. It was the Sun
day school concert, and gifts on the tree by the 

. church, I remember a lunch was served first. Then 
the Sunday school picnic held at the end of June, first 
on 21 Ridge in sec. 21 that wasn't suitable, so for 
years it was held across from Jas. Jeffery's; Those 
were the two events of our lives. 

In 1910 a shed was built to stable about eight or 
ten horses, cost about $60.00? As soon as the school 
opened a Sunday school was organized, officers 
were: Superintendent James Emberly, later Mrs. 
William Fines, Bible Class Mr. Jas. Anderson, later 
Mr. McKnight, Junior Class and organist Mrs. King. 
An organ had been purchased through Mr. Nesbitt of 
Stonewall. We had Rev. Hammond from the An
glican Gunton charge for awhile. When he moved it 
was the wish of the residents to have a Methodist 
minister, so the Teulon charge was interviewed and 
Rev. Job Forster came driving his little black pony 
eleven miles for eleven years, not missing a Sunday. 
It was really an Ecumenical Service Methodist, Pres
byterian, Catholic and Anglican coming to worship. 
After service it was always nice to have friends come 
home with us, and a happy day was enjoyed. 

Then around 1917 dances were at the school, but 



not for long as families started moving out. Around 
1930 when a new settlement of people moved in and 
times livened up. We had our social evening every 
second Friday, always nice to have a van load from 
Balmoral district come and join us. We played cards 
from 8 to 10 P.M. then the dancing till around 2:30 
A.M. Music supplied by Jas. Jeffery, Lawrence fam
ily, Fortney Bros., Dave Willis and Ewart Good, and 
Steve Tansega. Just mind where you sit, as the chil
dren are asleep on top of the desks. The committee 
allowed 25¢ to buy the card prizes. I still have a plate, 
and cream and sugar that I won. 

It wasn't until 1934 that a well was drilled by 
Thomas Wells at a total cost of $307.24. In 1941 a 
room was built on to the east end ofthe school. Used 
as a kitchenette, a much needed convenience. 
Around now the stable needed rebuilding, and our 
efficient and reliable Chris Jasperson did those two 
jobs. 

The first wood bought in 1909 was 11 % cords for 
$18.10 cut into 2 ft. lengths delivered in 1945 
lOV2 cords bought for $52.50. The trustees changed 
over to oil heating in 1955. Tom King was Secretary
Treasurer of the Meridian school, then the Ridgeway 
school continuously until his death in 1947, his 
daughter Beatrice finished out the year ending July 
1948. Hayton Morland elected Secretary-Treasurer 
holding that position until Ridegway amalgamated 
with Balmoral in 1962. 

The following work was done on the school in 
1948; re shingled $278.00, 1950 the third new floor 
and sub floor $378.00, 1955 insulating $288.00, 
1957 floor joists and labor $762.00. 

Ridgeway school's 50th anniversary in 1959 was 
quite a reunion of teachers and pupils. One could 
hear, now, "who is that over there?" Could that be 
Juel Grose?", "there is Anna Murray," and so on. 
Games were played, and much visiting done this 
being the Annual picnic day, a lovely supper was 
provided, and the Birthday cake. Two of the first 
pupils namely Bessie (Brown) Willett and Beatrice 
King had the honor of cutting the cake. 

In 1962 Ridgeway School district amalgamated 
with the Balmoral district, the bank account going to 
the division. The land was sold to present owners, 
namely Tom Watts and Kirschman Brothers. The 
school sold to William Slater of Teulon who re
modelled it into a residence, and shortly afterwards it 
burned down. 

From this rural school went out professional 
teachers, nurses, stationary engineer, and agriculture 
representative to name a few. I have recorded that 75 
families had lived at sometime in the district. From 
the first families in the district we have Oliver Hibbitt 
grandson of the late Mr. and Mrs. William Fines, and 
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Glen Jeffery son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
Jeffery. This is my simple little story of Ridgeway. 
Teachers in Ridgeway School #1470 
1909 Mr. Wellington S. Gable and Miss A. 0. Barbour 
1910-11 Fannie Barbour and Miss Aggie Barbour 
1911-14 Miss Bessie Shaw 
1914-15 Miss Jessie Collie 
1915-16 Miss Della Baker 
1916-17 - Miss Anna Gibson 
1917 -19 - Miss Gertrude Fines 
1919-20 - Miss Gertrude Fines and Miss Sadie McCormick 
1920-21 - Margaret McAdam and Bill Rae 
1921-23 Miss E. A. Horrocks 
1923-24 Martha L. Ruccius 
1924-25 Martha L. Ruccius and Anna Murray 
1925-26 - Anna Murray 
1926-28 - Edna Saunders 
1928-30 - Miss Juel Grose 
1930-33 - Mrs. Mary Jeffery 
1933-34 Janet McNeil and Isobel Jeffery 
1934-37 Miss Isabel Jeffery 
1937-44 Miss Emily Inkster 
1944-50 Mrs. Ainsley Main 
1950-52 - Mrs. Mary Jeffery 
1952-53 - Mrs. Mary Jeffery and Mrs. Lucinda Thorsteinson 
1953-54 - Miss Shirley Bollen 
1954-55 - Mrs. L. Thorsteinson 
1955-58 Mr. R. N. Fines 
The last trustees: Mr. Les Barr, Mr. Tom Watts, Mr. Hayton Mor
land. 

Rockwood School District # 19 
by Joe Peterson 

In the 1930's enrollment in Rockwood School 
was heavy. An addition to the existing school build
ing was added in 1934. 

The school was then divided to make two rooms 
with a curtain hanging on a wire suspended from one 
wall to another. There were about 50 students ranging 
from Grade I to VIII and two teachers: Clara Foot and 
Ruby Arndt (later succeeded by Isabelle Martin). In 
1940 Edward E. Best School was built which took 
some students from Rockwood. 

The late 40 's and 50's saw many teachers working 

Rockwood School. 



at Rockwood. Teacher 1. A. McNeil took a great 
interest in the making of homemade playground 
equipment consisting of old tires and implement 
wheels. By the early 60's enrollment started to climb 
as families from Winnipeg and other areas bought 
small land holdings in the district. 

In 1965 the Rockwood School District was taken 
over by Stonewall S.D. #108, but the school re
mained open until June, 1967. By September 1967, 
Stonewall Centennial School was completed and stu
dents from the Rockwood District were bussed to 
Stonewall to attend classes. By this time, Rockwood 
and Stonewall were now a part of the Interlake 
School Division #21. 

The last school teacher in Rockwood was Vivian 
Sheldon. The last members of the Rockwood School 
Board were: A. Clavelle, E. Smith, P. Cavenagh and 
C. Peterson. 

The land surrounding the school, which con
sisted of 3 acres located in the north-east quarter of 
section 1 13-2E, was purchased by Mr. C. Peterson 
in 1967. The school was dismantled by Mr. L. Camp
bell in the following year. 

Netley and Stacpoole Schools 
"Excerpts from Rockwood Echoes" 

The first Netley School was built on Oscar Mor
gan's farm, later owned by Charles Campbell. The 
school was built of logs and served the purpose of 
both school and church for many years. The first 
teacher was Mr. 1. Hume and the first trustees were 
Mr. Bert Rowland and Mrs. C. Campbell, with Mr. 1. 
Smith as Secretary-Treasurer. 

When this school became too crowded, it was 
decided in 1899 to build a larger school in a more 
central location. It was built by Mr. George Chatfield 
and Mr. H. B. Little on the old Sam Link farm. This 
property had been formerly owned by Dr. Hunter. 
The first teacher was Mr. Cooper and the trustees 
were George Carter, Andy Miller and William Bond. 

In 1926 this school was burned. The district was 
divided in the matter of where to build a new one. A 
petition was taken and the majority decided to con
solidate with Teulon. This agreement lasted till 1932, 
when the ratepayers decided their taxes were too 
high. Judge Stacpoole gave them permission to leave 
Teulon and a new school was built, named Stacpoole. 
This school was built on the corner of Andy Miller's 
farm. The first teacher was Miss Lillian Blackwell 
who was paid a salary of $42.50 per month. Fifteen 
dollars of the teacher's salary went to pay for board. 
Sometimes, the teacher waited three months for their 
first cheque. . 

Mr. Ben Hansen was the contractor along with 
volunteer help. The school was opened September 
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1st, 1939. The first trustees were Mr. Fred London, 
Mrs. W. 1. Griffin and Mrs. O. W. Brown; Secretary
Treasurer. The enrollment was never less than thirty 
students. 

Many students continued their education at Teu
Ion Collegiate graduating from Grade Twelve. All the 
students from this area attend Teulon Schools, a part 
of the Interlake School Division. 

Stonewall Schools 
taken from the Rockwood Echoes 

The first children of Stonewall of school age had 
to attend school at Tecumseh to which most of them 
walked. In 1882 the Stonewall School District No. 

First Stonewall School. 

108 was formed, chiefly through the efforts of 
Messrs. John Gunn, Joseph Tottle and Thomas 
Lusted, and they were responsible for the building of 
the old stone school in the bush near the corner of 
Young Street and the Balmoral Road. John Gunn was 
the contractor and did a good job as the walls are still 
sound in 1960. Many people living here today, who 
received their early education in the old stone school, 
tell about the path that cut across the northeast part of 
the town to the old school. The first teacher was 
Abraham Sherk. With the growth of the town the 
school population also increased, and by September 
of 1886 overflowing classes were being accommo
dated in the Orange Hall, and by May 1888, in the 
Masonic Hall also. 

The original survey plans of the townsite showed 
a market square where the Memorial Park and the 
schools now stand. In 1891 a four room brick school 
was built here, which provided school accommoda
tion for the time. Mr. W. Chesterton was the archi
tect, and Messrs. Murray and McDiarmid were the 
contractors. The school was ready by November. 
Debentures for $3,500.00 were sold to pay for it. The 
first principal was Mr. W. 1. Cramm, and the teachers 
were Ida Shafer, and Jennie Wells. The caretaker was 



C. Garden, although lighting fires and sweeping 
were often done by schoolboys, particularly during 
the busy season of seeding and harvest. 

A fire broke out in the new school in November of 
1892 as the school board's minutes record. Through 
the united efforts of the citizens the fire was ex
tinguished before it caught the roof of the building. 
While the damage was being repaired the Orange 
Hall was used as a classroom. 

Overcrowding in the classrooms by 1905 indi
cated another new school would soon be required and 
permission was obtained to use the council chamber 
in the old registry office and municipal building, 
afterwards used as a station for the electric railway, 
and still standing (1960). The ratepayers voted in 
favour of a by-law for a new school, and the large 

Stonewall's Third School. 

stone school, built in 1907, was formally opened in 
January, 1908. At this time a high school was estab
lished, an extra teacher engaged and the curriculum 
was increased to include Manual Training and Agri
culture. The principal at this time was W. C. Hartley, 
and the caretaker, Wm. Botham. Later, collegiate 
standing was obtained. Early minute books of the 
school board show that the trustees at that time were 
beset almost constantly with the need to obtain 
qualified teachers. Each fall, tenders had to be called 
for wood, green and dry, which was bought in large 
quantities between the years 1887 and 1909. The 
price was between $1.50 and $2.85 per cord for 
green wood. The trustees were always encouraging 
the planting of trees and improving the school 
grounds. 

Stonewall CoUegite Institute 
For some years after the stone school was built in 

1907, the high school classes were held there, with 
physical and chemical laboratories in the basement 
on either side of the furnace room, but in 1926 the 
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The Old Stonewall School. 

high school classes were moved over to the old brick 
school. This was the set-up right until the building of 
the new elementary school in 1956, when the high 
school grades were again moved into the stone 
school. The old four room brick school, having again 
been adjudged unsafe for school purposes, was tom 
down in 1957. 

The new elementary school on the comer of Jack
son Avenue (Main Street now) and Young Street (2nd 
Ave. North) was formally opened in September, 
1956, by Mrs. C. Langtry, widow of the former 
chairman of the school board, Cecil Langtry. 

The new elementary school is of modem design, 
and will no doubt serve the town for some years to 
corne. This is the fourth school building built by the 
Stonewall Board. The first was a one-room school of 
stone on the Balmoral Road, and now used by the 
Catholics as a church. The second was the brick 
school, now tom down, the third the big stone 
school. 

In 1958 the new Interlake School Division (High 
School) was formed. The new board has acquired 20 
acres west of the C.P.R. tracks and is making plans to 
build a high school of some twenty rooms to accom
modate all the high school pupils of the division. 
Already some of the big yellow school buses are seen 
on our streets on school days. 

The Stony Mountain School 
submitted by Anne Dawson 

In the beginning when the Penitentiary and two 
storey houses were being built on the "Reserve" for 
staff members there was a stone one storey house 



built on the NW comer. This was used as a school and 
later on as a home for a staff member. 

The Reserve was separate from the Village. 
The village population began to grow which re

quired the building of a new school for the children of 
the village and also included the children of the 
Penitentiary staff on the Reserve. 

A one storey stone building was built on the 
property at the SW comer of Main Street across the 
road from where the Anglican Church is. The first 
teacher was B. Vanbloconn who held a third class 
certificate from Birtle Normal School. 

In 1909 it was necessary to build a two storey four 
room stone building. 

In the meantime up until about 1919 the old 
school had been used for dinners, concerts and 
dances. The Irish Dinner put on by the Ladies Aid 
was one to be remembered for its Irish Stew and Irish 
songs which Mr. S. McQuirter gave such excellent 
rendition: He was the entertainer for the evening. 
This building was destroyed by fire about 1919. In its 
place a new Curling Rink was built. It too was de
stroyed by fire and replaced by a medical centre 
opposite the new Post Office. 

About 1920 a four room two storey stone school 
was built on NW property near to the main entrance 
from the village into the "Reserve". The two stone 
pillars is the gateway through which persons and 
traffic go to and from the village. 

Two classrooms on the main floor were used. The 
East room for Grades 7 to 10, and the West room for 
grades 1-6. For a time classes for beginners was held 
at the Masonic Hall. 

The two upstair rooms were completed at a later 
date as the enrollment became larger, due to develop
ment in the village and four rooms were added in 
1929. 

Mr. Bruce was caretaker at this time and with 
permission from the Principal, before the upstair 
room was furnished with desks, would have the 
pupils assemble towards the end of the day for a 
"Scramble". This was his annual treat. When all 
were assembled he would toss candy up into the air 
from his big bag. The pupils made the scramble "real 
good clean fun". After some years he left so did the 
"Scramble". He was replaced by Mr. William 
Mitchell, the new caretaker was well respected by 
all. 

The front door (North side) opened into the hall
way which went through to the back door (South). 
Near the back door was a water fountain with one 
drinking cup. The old fashioned drilled well, which 
was pumped by hand was enclosed in a small frame 
building outside on the west side of the school. 

Inside the front door just past the door of the class 

123 

room on the west side of the hall, was the stairway 
which led up to the second floor. 

Through the back door (south) a short distance 
were the two outdoor toilets. During the winter there 
were chemical toilets in the basement which was 
divided in two, the same size as the rooms above. In 
one side the boys played and their toilet was in that 
area and the other side the girls played and their toilet 
was there. As it became necessary later on to enlarge 
the school the outside toilets were done away with 
and replaced by new chemical toilets. During the 
good weather the pupils played out doors. 

It became necessary to finish the two upstair 
rooms so there was an adjustment in the classes 
made. In the east room were grades 6, 7 and 8. In the 
west room were grades 9 and 10. The south portion of 
this room was made into the chemistry laboratory. 

The popUlation of the village kept growing and it 
was necessary to build an addition to the south of the 
school so two new class rooms were added down 
stairs and upstairs became a full length auditorium. 
This made six class rooms. 

Off the auditorium was a small kitchen. For vari
ous functions where lunch was served, the tea was 
made in large granite wear teapots and the coffee 
done up in cheesecloth bags and put into "Wash 
Boiler" of boiling water. There were cups and sau
cers, and other necessary kitchen utensils. Concerts, 
card games, dances and other functions were held in 
the auditorium. 

Inspector Best, of Winnipeg, who rode a bicycle 
made his annual visit. He had the classes go to the 
blackboard and do writing" Freehand Penmanship" . 
The pupils returned to their de.sks and he would take 
the "Newspaper" and question us on "Current 
Events". He was later followed by Inspector Lang. 

The Principals who followed after Mr. Morris 
were (not necessarily in the order written): Mr. 
George Blackwell, Mr. 1. D. B. Sanderson, Mr. Fife, 
Mr. Leeson, Miss N arrington, Miss Martha 
Hamilton, Mr. Helgason (married to Miss Ivy Mol
lard of Balmoral). 

The teachers were, again not necessarily in the 
order written: Miss 1. Nesbitt (her parents' home was 
in Stonewall), Miss Eva French (daughter of Hector 
and now Mrs. Robertson widow of the late Melvin 
Robertson of Calgary, Alberta); Miss Eleanor French 
(of Winnipeg and niece of Hector French, she mar
ried Sam Leitch of Stony Mountain. Both are now 
deceased), Lillian Chippendale (of Winnipeg, she 
later married Jim Gibson of Gunton, he was on staff 
at the Pen. Both are now deceased), Alice Gray of 
Winnipeg, Edith Marshall of Winnipeg, Miss Gladys 
Plamer of Winnipeg, Alice Graham of Winnipeg, 
Alice Willis (now Mrs. B. T. Dawson, widow of the 



late Ben T. Dawson of Stonewall), Isabel Dawson 
(now widow of the late E. 1. Hom of the Pen Staff. 
She had taught previously at Prairie Star school in 
Rosser). Anne Dawson, who had previously taught at 
Lilyfield school in Rosser Municipality. Any names 
missed was not done intentionally. 

Time went on and those who graduated from 
Grade 10 attended the Stonewall Collegiate in the 
Town of Stonewall, an agreement having been made 
between the Stony Mountain trustees and the Stone- . 
wall Collegiate. The students commuted daily via 
Winnipeg Electric Railway. 

Mr. S. Burland was the Stonewall Principal at this 
time. Miss Jennie Montgomery was the English 
teacher, Mr. Robinson the Science teacher. 

Inspector Lang made his annual visits. In 1957 
the stone school was destroyed by fire. The Stony 
Mountain village population kept growing, had a 
new school built where the Catholic Church stands. 
Mrs. Kathy Mollard has been the Principal, from that 
time till the present. Now this school is part of the 
Interlake School Division and the senior pupils go to 
the Stonewall Collegiate in Stonewall. 

A new curling rink has been built on the site of the 
old school. 

Tecumseh School #34 
submitted by Linda Furness 

As settlement began to spread to the west from 
Fort Garry on the banks of the Red River, the area 
closest to the trail leading to Lake Francis was nat
urally the first settled and therefore the first to require 
a school in Rockwood area. A census of the district 
during the years 1876-1879 showed 79 taxpayers in 
the area then known as Rockwood-Tecumseh
Grassmere No.2. The first meeting in 1876 was held 
at the Wm. McCoutcheon farm. The name 
'Tecumseh' (probably after the Indian chief) was 
chosen and plans were made for the first school on 
the SW comer of NWY4 18-13-2E. The district was 
known as Tecumseh-Rockwood-Grassmere No.2 
for 8 years. 

In 1885 the school was moved further west to NW 
12-13-1E, corner of the Alex Matheson Farm by 
Chas. McConnell for the sum of $153.75. Tecumseh 
School District #34 was incorporated in May 1886, 
with the new number probably due to the number of 
schools being opened in Manitoba about this time. 

In 1888 the old school was sold to Henry Welsh 
and a new school was built. Major improvements, 
such as basement and porch were added in 1917. 

Because of dwindling enrolment, Tecumseh was 
closed for the fall term in 1942, reopening the follow
ing January. In later years with the coming of Hydro, 
electric lights, indoor plumbing and water added 
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much to the comfort of pupils and teachers. Enrol
ment continued to rise again, until in 1962 when 
arrangements were duly completed with Interlake 
School Division to open a classroom of 25 Grade VII 
and VIII pupils from Tecumseh, Rockwood and Ed
ward E. Best Schools in Stonewall Collegiate under 
the name of Tecumseh S.D. In June 1965, the school 
district was dissolved and surrounding schools 
formed part of the larger school area. Tecumseh 
School continued as Grade I-VI classroom until 
1967. Throughout its ninety years, Tecumseh has 
been a centre of learning and community life. 

Tecumseh School Golden Jubilee, 1927. 

Tecumseh School Cairn. 



In 1927, the 50th anniversary of Tecumseh was 
held as was the 75th in 1952, both gala occasions with 
large crowds in attendance. On July 8th, 1967 the 
90th Anniversary was celebrated with a final reunion 
and picnic on the grounds. An afternoon and evening 
program, picnic supper and renewing of friendships , 
made it a wonderful day in the life of this community. 

The building was later moved to Warren to serve 
as a temporary classroom there and the land returned 
to its original use. 

Because Tecumseh community was not content 
to let it be forgotten, money was received from resi
dent families and many former pupils for con
struction of a local fieldstone cairn, faced with a 
suitably engraved bronze plaque. A legal caveat was 
filed on a triangular comer of the former site, now 
part of the Gordon Furness farm. Many former pupils 
and distinguished guests, representing the Depart
ment of Education and Manitoba Historical Society 
attended the unveiling of the cairn by John Harcus, 
on June 24, 1977. While those who attended enjoyed 
the social evening following on the lawn at the Alan 
Sheldon home, they took satisfaction in the fact that 
an Historic site had been suitably marked in Rock
wood Municipality. 

Listed below are one hundred and one family 
names of Tecumseh School pupils from 1887-1967, 
as far as records are available. In several cases, three 
generations of the same family have attended. 

Moore, Matheson, Bowler, Dallas, Munroe 
Fraser, Hickey, Hodgins, Harcus, Cameron, Hager
man, McKenzie, Cathcart, Robinson, McMillan, 
Good, Lamb, Dark, Fisher, Davis, Irwin, Fittinger, 
Hays, Carmichel, Kennedy, Scarf, Coubrough, 

Tecumseh School Pupils, 1967 (final Class). Standing: Kay 
Roberts, teacher, Roy Sepke, Bruce Rutherford, Greg Harri
son, Bill Matheson, Barbara Comberbach, Margaret Essex, 
Judy Furness, Charles Comberbach, George Matheson. Sec
ond Row: Ken Makowski, Dennis Makowski, Sandra Hill, 
Deborah Stewart, Valerie Bladgen, Anne Cramb, David Hill, 
Dorothy Meads, Elaine Sepke. Front Row: Sharon Comber
bach, Larry Sheldon, Rodney Comberbach, Steven Hill, Beth 
Rutherford, Arthur Meads, Norman Bladgen, Jim Moore. 
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Hamill, Henderson, Smith, Graham, Swift, Scharf, 
Eagles, Clark, Munro, Oughton, Kirk, Perry, 
Bainard, Brangham, Thomas, Rodway, Stephenson, 
Lewis, GuIland, Comberbach, Taylor, Welsh, Pil
cher, Dykes, West, Park, Short, Tenning, Oakford, 
Baer, Brown, Becker, Sheldon, Sanderson, Heber, 
Giffon, Warburton, Berry, Slater, McPhail, McGrae, 
Grant, Suwala, Meads, Lyons, Atkinson, Essex, 
Appleyard, Charaton, Gibson, Mackie, Harrison, 
Stewart, Lundgren, Stokes, Ritchie, Ross, Wood, 
Mills, Lawrie, Pichurski, Johnson, Penner, Cripps, 
Makowski, Cook, Houghton, Hill, Furness, Cramb, 
Rutherford, Sepke, Blagden, Agar. 

Teulon School District No. 1093 
by M. Coupland taken from the Rockwood 
Echoes 

The first trustees were Wm. McNeil (chairman), 
George Cook and Wm. Bond, Secretary-Treasurer. 

Teulon School District, No. 1093, was authorized 
August 28,1900. The first classes were held in a box 
car, and five pupils attended, Flora, Arthur and Eddie 
Lessard, Della Little and William Galbraith, and 
later Percy Jones. Records of the school were burned 
in 1911, when George Chatfield was secretary-trea
surer. The first teacher was Miss Clara Galbraith. A 
little later a school was built. It still stands, and is 
known as the old Gillespie house on Third Street. 

At this time, Mr. H. D. Cumming was teaching at 
Netley, and doing good work. He was invited to 
come to Teulon and he accepted the invitation. As the 
village grew, more and more people came into the 
district, more school room was necessary. The Social 
Service Club and the school worked together and 
erected a building to accommodate both. It soon 
proved to be too small and the entire building was 
turned into a school and the Social Club built a Town 
Hall. The four rooms again proved too small and the 
school board rented the Town Hall, divided it and 
made two class rooms. The homes in connection 
with the United Church Mission kept a number of 
students and many other ambitious ones came by 
train from the north. 

Once again the need arose for more room and a 
by-law was submitted for another four-roomed 
school. A fine brick building was erected in 1917. 
The hall was temporarily forsaken, but it was leased 
again. Ten teachers were employed and the school 
operated a collegiate department. Being a consoli
dated district, six to eight school vans were needed to 
carry children to and from school. 

Mr. H. D. Cumming remained as principal until 
the Department requisitioned his services as an In
spector. Few schools in the west enjoy as high a 
reputation. Nature study in different lines has been 



strongly emphasized. Mr. William McKinnell acted 
as secretary-treasurer for many years and did much 
for the school. Mr. James Grahame later became 
secretary-treasurer, and held that office to the end of 
1945. He was followed by 1. Cumming, and in July 
1948, Mrs. G. Doem was appointed. When the 
Doems decided to move to Winnipeg, in January, 
1951, Mrs. C. Coupland was appointed. 

Many principals have come and gone during the 
years. Norman Robson stayed the longest time and 
he too was called by the Department as an Inspector. 
Mr. McKenzie and Mr. 1. Bergen were two· of the 
outstanding principals and did much to improve the 
school. 

A feature of the Teulon school that should not be 
overlooked is that in 1912, it had advanced so far as to 
be permitted and even encouraged to take up Third 
Class Normal Training. After taking a short course, 
Grade XI students were permitted to teach in schools 
north of Teulon. 

Another phase of advancement came, when Bal
moral and Gunton linked up with Teulon for instruc
tion in Manual Training, Household Science and 
Agriculture. Following the war, the financial strain 
became too great and much of the special work was 
discontinued. 

History of Victoria School No. 49 
1878-1967 
submitted by Ewart Good 

The organizational meeting for the formation of 

Class at Victoria School, 1922. 
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Victoria School 

Victoria School was held at the home of Wm. Vin
cent on March 9th, 1878. Mr. Alex Smith chaired the 
meeting with Mr. Chas. Sibbald acting as secretary. 
Mr. Chas. Sibbald was nominated as trustee for one 
year, with James Cavers to hold the office of tmstee 
for two years, and Mr Neil McLeod to hold office for 
three years. Mr. James Graham and Mr. Arthur Man
nix to be the auditors. 

It was moved by James Haines and seconded by 
Colin McLean that the school house be built of logs 
"Red River" fashion with a shingle roof, and to 



measure nineteen ft. by twenty-five f1. outside mea
surement. A sum of $300.00 was voted for the build
ing of the school and the necessary school supplies. 

I wish to thank Mr. Norman Gorman for furnish
ing me with the above information. 

An acre of land was acquired from Mr. Thomas 
W. Bunn who was the original owner of the NE V4 
16-14-2E. 

The school was built in the immediate north east 
corner of the quarter, east of All Saints Church. A 
well was dug with pick and shovel and the school was 
opened on September 7th, 1878, with a Miss Smith 
as teacher. 

As Victoria School No. 49 was the only school 
between Rockwood and Balmoral, pupils came from 
near and far. In ten years time the school could no 
longer accommodate all the pupils, so in 1888 it was 
imperative more schools be built as the district was 
fast being settled. 

Centre School was built three miles west of Vic
toria and was numbered 540. It was built exactly half 
way between Stonewall and Balmoral on land do
nated by John Good Senior, and because of its loca
tion, it was called Centre School. 

Good Hope No. 539 was built two miles north of 
Victoria, in the immediate south east corner of Sec
tion 33-14-2E. 

With the close proximity of Centre and Good 
Hope Schools, it was expedient to move Victoria 
further south. The first move was two miles south, 
but as this was not satisfactory to all, it was mutually 
agreed to move the school half a mile north to the 
immediate south east corner of the north east quarter 
9-14-2E. There it remained until 1911, when a new 
frame school was built by John Thomas and his two 
sons, Robert and William. Debentures were issued to 
the amount of $2400.00. Mr. Thomas took the old 
school as part payment, and had it moved to his yard 
a half mile south and one quarter mile west of the new 
school. 

In 1927 an English family by the name of Riseley 
were living on the former Thomas place and using 
the old school as a brooder house, and one day in 
May it caught fire and burned to the ground. 

The school, as it was situated on No.7 highway, 
was a land mark for travellers, just as it was in the 
early days for people travelling across the bog. 

The big bell in the belfry often served a dual 
purpose, for in addition to its primary use, to call the 
children to school it was often rung when someone 
was loston the bog at night, and probably would have 
to remain there if it wasn't for the ringing of the bell 
to direct them home. 

As well as ringing the bell a lighted lantern was 
tied to the flag rope and hoisted up to the top of the 
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flag pole to act as a beacon. This continued until 
word came that the lost was found. 

Because of the school's impressive appearance 
and on recommendation from Mr. Harold Ross, the 
Agricultural representative, the Kiwanis Club of 
Winnipeg adopted the school to tryout an experi
ment of improving and beautifying the grounds. 
Trees were planted and a new fence and sign erected. 
But the grounds were not completed to satisfaction 
because of excessive rains which made it impossible 
to carry out their plans with the yard. 

About the same time the Fort Garry Chapter 
L0.D.E. in Winnipeg adopted the interior of the 
school. Their project was to supply reading material, 
games and other aids that would benefit the teacher 
and pupils alike. 

Victoria School was always a bee-hive of ac
tivities. The people always looked forward to the 
annual Christmas Concert, usually followed by a 
dance. 

For several years the Victoria football team 
joined the league, comprising such teams as Bal
moral, Brant, Stonewall, Stony Mountain, Lilyfield 
and Teulon, and one year the Victoria team won the 
championship of Rockwood. When football lost its 
popularity a soft ball team was organized in the mid 
twenties and carried on until the second World War 
began with the results several of the players joined up 
and served their country in different parts of the 
world. 

Jack Williams served at Hong Kong, Bill Zubek 
in Italy (both killed), and Harry Pike at Dieppe. 
Henry Williams was severely wounded at Cain, 
France on active service. Harry Pike was taken pris
oner at Dieppe. 

Once the fall work was completed on the farms 
the Community Club was organized and sponsored 
dances every second Friday night in the school dur
ing winter with local talent supplying the music. 

Victoria probably can boast the fact that more 
pupils and former pupils could play musical instru
ments than most other schools. Such instruments as 
the piano, the accordion, fiddle and banjo provided 
the music for the dances. 

It was customary for the rural schools to hold a 
picnic on the last school day in June. Centre, Good 
Hope and Victoria decided to have a joint picnic, 
alternating each year and taking their turn to be the 
host school. 

After a few years of these joint picnics, at the 
annual meeting of the three schools on June 3rd, 1938 
plans were made for the up-coming picnic. Mrs. 
Ethel Houghton, teacher from Victoria School, sug
gested that a shield be purchased and the school with 



the most points for the various entries would be given 
the shield for that year. 

Mr. Chas. Shipley was delegated to purchase the 
shield and it was up for competition at the 1938 
picnic. Centre School had the honor of winning the 
shield and was the first school to have their name 
inscribed on it. Following is the list of the schools 
that won the shield. 
1938 Centre School 1945 Centre School 
1939 Victoria School 1946 Centre School 
1940 Good Hope School 1947 Victoria School 
1941 Victoria School 1948 Centre School 
1942 Victoria School 1949 Good Hope School 
1943 Victoria School 1950 Victoria School 
1944 Victoria School 1951 Centre School 

In 1949 Victoria School was due for a major 
renovation job. The windows were changed from the 
north side to the south side, the ceiling was lowered, 
all the old plaster was removed and donacona was 
installed, and the ceiling and walls were insulated. A 
much larger porch and furnace room was built on the 
west end, complete with an oil furnace, indoor toilets 
and electricity was installed which modernized the 
old building and brought it up to modem standards. 

Following are most of the teachers that taught at 
Victoria. From 1878 to 1917 there were no records or 
registers so the teachers of that era were obtained by 
personal inquiry. From Sept. to Dec. 1878, a Miss 
Smith opened the school and taught until Christmas. 
She was followed by Mr. W. H. Duncan, who was in 
the district when the school was being built, but as he 
was not a qualified teacher he returned to Ontario and 
came back at Christmas with a diploma for teaching 
and took over the school after the Christmas holiday. 

He was followed by Alex Campbell who was 
followed by his brother Duncan Campbell. Both 
these men as well as being teachers were accom
plished violin players. Next was Mr. John May, Miss 
Buckley, Miss McGuire, Miss Eighton, Miss Sin
clair, Miss Mary Patrick, William Currie, in 1911, 
Miss Annie Gall. Miss Gall was the last teacher in the 
old school, and the first teacher in the new school. 
Next teacher was Phoebe Anderson. In 1913-14, Mr. 
Wilfred Riley, 1914-1915 Miss Nellie Murray, 
1915-1916 Miss Majorie Burrows, 1916-1917 Ada 
Comber and Mrs. Grace Walker (nee Patterson). 

1917-1918 Miss Lavina Riley and Miss Amy 
McPherson, 1918-1919 Miss Amy McPherson and 
Miss Louise Hill. 

1919-1920 Miss Dorothy Mann, 1920-1921 Mrs. 
A. W. Palas, (nee Hill), 1921-1922 Miss Agnes 
Blake, 1922 Miss Hetty Grime, 1923-25 Miss Hazel 
Dixon, 1925-1926 Miss Viola M. Daly, 1927 Miss F. 
C. Anderson from Sept. to December, 1928, January 
to June Mr. W. A. Gamey. From Sept. 1928 to June 
1930 Mr. A. E. Gamey, a brother of Albert's from 
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Sept. 1930 to 1932. Miss Lillian Calderwood Sept. 
1932-1936, Miss Dora Irwin from 1936-1940. Mrs. 
Ethel Houghton who took a leave of absence on April 
1st, 1940, and Lillian Good finished the term to the 
end of June. Miss Lois West taught from Sept. 1940 
to end of June, 1942. Sept. 1942-June 1943 Miss 
Eldeen Cumming, 1943-1944 Miss Anne 
Kowalchuk, 1944-1945 Lionel Kuran, 1945-1948 
Miss Suzanne Cieslar, 1948-1949 Miss Isabel 
Woods, 1949-1954 Mrs. Mabel Asplund, 1954-1957 
Miss Emily James, Mrs. Eileen Doubleday finished 
1957 term, 1957-1964 Mrs. Lillian Good, 1964-1967 
Mrs. Edith Crookshanks. 

Besides the original slate of officers in 1888 there 
are no records to show who was on the school board 
until 1917, when we find the trustees were: Henry 
Good, Sam Vincent, Albert Riley, Mr. Booth, Wm. 
Bruce, Frank Scott, Ernest Marshall, Alex 
McAndrew, W. A. Johnson, Wm. Goresky, Ewart 
Good, William Brown, Harry Pike, Reg Knott, Dave 
Good, Tom Sibbald, Reg Neal, Bert Inman, Frank 
Jaremowich, Joe Jaremowich, John Tomyk, Joe Gay, 
Ed Zwierciadlowski, William Tomyk, Henry 
Williams. 

The Secretary-Treasurers were: Chas. Sibbald, 
Albert Riley, Ewart Good (19 years), Jim Vincent, 
Sam Vincent and John Tomyk (19 years). 

The school after being in continuous operation 
for eighty-nine consecutive years a special 
ratepayers' meeting for the express purpose of decid
ing whether to continue as a rural school or go for 
dissolution. After some considerable discussion a 
vote was taken, eight for dissolution, with four op
posed. 

The school was advertised by the Interlake 
School Division and sold to a Mr. Persoage from 
Teulon and was moved to Teulon by Mr. Persoage on 
April 1st, 1968, to take on a new role, as it was 
converted to a private dwelling. 

A reunion was held on July 18, 1967 at the school 
with one hundred and seventy signing the guest 
book. Thus Victoria School, as a place of learning 
and social activities for the community, came to an 
end. 

To mention a few of the outstanding pupils who 
attended Victoria School a person has to think of the 
Goreski family. All the younger ones attended Vic
toria School, i.e. from Carl down to the youngest, 
who was Philip. 

The Goreski family moved into Victoria District 
in the spring of 1918. Victor, one of the older ones of 
the family had taken his elementary schooling at 
Stony Mountain, prior to the family moving to the 
Victoria District. To get his high school education he 
had to walk four and a half miles to Stonewall morn-



ing and night, and was the first boy to win the Isbister 
Scholarship in the Stonewall Collegiate. On com
pleting his high school he attended the University of 
Manitoba, graduating in medicine. He established 
his practice in Castle gar, B. C. specializing in re
search medicine. 

Carl, Arthur and Norman also took their high 
school in Stonewall, walking both ways in summer 
and winter, and worked in the Stonewall quarries 
during summer holidays, to augment their income. 

Otto Giesbrecht, a son of a Mennonite Minister, 
attended Victoria School in the early thirties. After 
leaving the district, Otto located at Vineland, Ontario 
and this past May 1981, he was ordained into the 
ministry of the Mennonite Church at the age of sixty
two. 

Of all the pupils that attended Victoria School 
perhaps Wm. Kurelek made a name for himself more 
than any other pupil. He was born on a farm near the 
town of Whitford, Alberta, on March 3rd, 1927. . 

Moving with his family to the Victoria District in 
the spring of 1934, William and his brother, John 
started Victoria School shortly after their arrival in 
the district facing the embarrassment of not being 
able to speak the English language. William was 
considered by his teachers as a very reserved and 
retiring pupil, reluctant to participate in any of the 
activities of the school games. However, all his teach
ers agreed that William was a very scholarly student, 
excelling in all his studies, nearly always coming first 
in his class. 

William graduated from the University of Man
itoba and attended Art School in Toronto and Mexico 
before travelling to Europe to study Art. 

His return to Canada, seven years later, marked 
the beginning of his recognition as an artist of inter
national fame. His works hang in many museums of 
North America, induding the Museum of Modem 
Art in New York City, the Fine Art Museum in 
Philadelphia and the National Gallery in Ottawa. 

William's life was cut short at the age of fifty. He 
died of cancer in November, 1977. 

Westerham School No. 1474 
submitted by Mr. Nordin 

In the first decade 1900-1910, nearly twenty fam
ilies in all, the majority of whom were of Swedish 
origin, settled in the area five miles west of Teulon 
and midway between it and Inwood. The majority 
were skilled carpenters and employment in Winnipeg 
added to their meagre income. However, basic neces
sities were few and this made the dollars spin out. 
Green coffee (roasted and ground at home) cost 25¢ a 
pound, lump sugar 5¢ per lb., 1O¢ a lb. for raisins, a 
pair of overalls $1.00, work boots $1.25 and that 
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important commodity Copenhagen Snuff sold at 8 
rolls for $1.00 (today 75¢ each). At these prices and 
with a generous supply of improvisation, somehow 
they made a living. 

These pioneers lacked much in material comforts 
but they had a deep concern to give their children the 
best in intellectual values through education. By 
1909 some thirty children were of school age and 
many of these were by this time ten or eleven years 
old. It is not surprising that in this same year, 1909, a 
school district was organized and a school built. 
Early records have it that one of the settlers, Peter O. 
Nordin, on his way to work in Winnipeg, met one Mr. 
McIvor, a Department of Education official. The 
latter undoubtedly had it pointed out to him the real 
necessity of a school. 

The first organizational meeting was held on June 
14, 1909, at the home of Mr. 1. Swedberg NE V4 
16-16-1E. Mr. Nordin, it is recalled, was the most 
fluent in both Swedish and English (and often served 
as translator in the district), but undoubtedly at these 
early meetings the Swedish language was used. The 
first trustees were: 1. Swedberg, chairman, 1. John
son, and P. O. Nordin, Secretary-Treasurer. They 
remained in office for some 14 years. 

Westerham School, 1918. Top Row: Minnie Dicks, Alfred 
Mitchell, Helmer Nordin, Tom Mitchell, Hilding Berglund. Mid
dle Row: Margot Nordin, Margaret Mitchell, Jean Thompson, 
Florence Brooks, Mary Belcher, Marjorie Belcher, Jean 
Mitchell. Front Row: George Thompson, Donald Mitchell, 
Victor Nordin. 

It took some time before a location for the school 
could be agreed upon. Finally the north east corner of 
NE 16-16-1E was chosen by an Arbitration Board. 
One of the first tasks of the new Trustee Board was to 
purchase four acres in the very northeast tip and due 
to a good supply of volunteer labour, the school itself 
was completed for school opening in September. In 
spite of the central location of the school some chil
dren still had three miles to walk. 



A few children had attended school in Winnipeg 
and could speak some English, but the majority knew 
only the Swedish language. The first teacher was a 
Welshman named William Emsil who really earned 
his $55.00 per month trying to teach some 40 pupils 
who were enrolled. The first word we mastered was 
"finger". When Mr. Emsil held up his finger we all 
responded with "Finger". I wonder if he didn't 
praise us unduly as the word for finger in Swedish is 
the same! 

The following children were the first enrolled at 
Westerham School: Gustav Peterson, Swarre Jacob
son, Aleck Nelson, Charlie Bjork, Oscar Wikander, 
Lily Wik, Carrie Nelson, Ranghild Lundgren, 
Robert Bergluind, Ellen Nelson, Thora Nelson, 
Charlie Nelson, Verna Nordin, Jessie Lundgren, 
Axel Lundgren, Lena Gerglund, Annie Nelson, Ed
win Nordin, Arthur Nordin, Hilmer Johnson, Harry 
Stephenson, Signe Norman, Regnar Peterson, Victor 
Norman, Otto Norman, Eustace Farries, Edward 
Johnson, Annie Hector. 

Westerham school remained in operation until 
1949 when due to a dwindling school population, the 
ratepayers petitioned to become a part of Teulon S. D. 
By then the majority of Swedish settlers had either 
passed on or moved out. Today the Swedish settle
ment of Westerham is no more. Many of the young 
people have intermarried into other nationalities and 
their native tongue is almost forgotten. 

Twenty-three teachers in all taught at Westerham 
School: 1909 Wm. Emsell; 1913, Joe Martin, 1914 

George Hepworth, 1915 Roz Rozston; 1916 -
Jennie Brethour, 1917 Minnie Dicks, 1920 Bob Lit
tle, 1921 William Hume, 1925 - Pearl Brock, 
1926 - Annie Campbell, 1928 - M Atkinson, 1929 
- Bessie Olson, 1931 - A. Kallman, 1935 M 
Anderson, 1937 Margaret Billson, 1939 H. 
Atkin, 1941 M. Winston, Irene Carlson, 1944 
W. Craig, 1945 Margaret Strand, 1946-T. Teed, 
1948 - Miss North. 

Windsor School No. 96 
Settlers had come to this district south of Teuion 

and west of the present No.7 highway, known as 
West Dundas. 

With so many children of school age and no 
school, the parents decided to organize a school 
district. In 1878 a school was built oflogs on the west 
part of SW 9-16-2E. The trustees were Archie Wood 
and Faithful Heale, with James Fraser as the first 
teacher. 

Other teachers who taught at Windosr School 
were 1. McMillan, Sam Cameron, Miss Hattie Black, 
Mrs. James Clifford, Mr. Loutit, Lila Brown, Bertha 
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McKivor, Miss English, Jessie Brown, R. 1. Hume, 
Miss Alberta Haw and 1. F. Alexander. 

At first the school was open for only six months 
during the warm weather. As the East Dundas school 
was not yet completed, some of the older boys and 
girls came to Windsor School. 

In 1902 a new school was built of concrete with 
Mr. 1. F. Alexander who taught until 1909 when it was 
consolidated with Teulon. 

Interlake School Division 
1959-81 
submitted by George Sadler 

At the present time all schools in Rockwood 
Municipality operate under the jurisdiction of the 
Interlake School Division. They are therefore influ
enced by events in several other municipalities but 
particularly by the towns of Stonewall and Teulon. 
Since these two towns lie within the boundary of 
Rockwood they will be dealt with as if they were an 
integral part of the Municipality. Indeed it would be 
impossible to consider education in Rockwood with
out including them. 

Major organizational changes occurred during 
the period of 1959-1967 with the aim of improving 
the educational offering. Two maps are attached to 
this article, one showing the school districts as of 
January 1, 1959 and the other the districts as of 
January 1, 1967. All districts disappeared in 1967 
when the school division was given the responsibility 
of providing education at all levels. 

Early in 1959 informational meetings sponsored 
by the Department of Education were held in all 
districts. The purpose of these meetings was to form 
The Interlake School Division which would be re
sponsible for all high school education (Grades IX to 
XII). Following a vote within the proposed division 
favoring the suggestion of the department the Inter
lake Division was formed. A new board of trustees 
was elected and took charge April 1, 1959. In Sep
tember grades XI and XII students were moved to 
Stonewall and Teulon with grades IX and X remain
ing in their local schools, transportation provided by 
the Division board. Plans were made to provide high 
school education at Stonewall, Teuion and (Warren, 
not in the municipality). Collegiates were built at 
these centers and transportation arranged. 

While the high schools were organizing and in
troducing new courses many of the elementary 
school districts were examining their situation. In 
some cases the student load was excessive, others 
were short of students and facing closure and a few 
schools needed major repair or replacement. This 
resulted in many requests for dissolution and transfer 
to another district. Argyle and Balmoral were en-
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larged but the two big changes were at Teulon and 
Stonewall. Teulon built and later enlarged their ele
mentary school Stonewall built the Centennial 
School. Stony Mountain school was enlarged. Light 
closed and moved to the new school at Komarno. 

In 1967 all school districts were dissolved by an 
act of the Provincial Legislature and the total educa
tional program became the responsibility of the Inter
lake Division. This resulted in the closing of the 
remainder of the one roomed schools except Lightly 
and Omega on the two Hutterite colonies. Elemen
tary schools continued at Argyle, Balmoral, Grosse 
Isle (5-8 with grades 1-4 at Rosser), Gunton (later 
closed), Komarno, Stonewall, Stony Mountain and 
Teulon. Edward E. Best became a school for children 
with severe learning disabilities. Responsibility for 
children had previously been that of the health au
thorities. 

Teulon schools were affected by three changes 
from outside the division. These were: (1) The trans
fer of Hartley and Armistice schools into the division 
in the early sixties. (2) The arrival of Indian students 
from northern reserves. (3) The closing of Inwood 
Collegiate and transfer of students to Teulon. 

Following 1967 the pace was less rapid and al
though Stonewall and Teulon Collegiates were en
larged construction was mainly at the elementary 
level. Argyle received a gymnasium, Balmoral a new 
school, Grosse Isle a new school, Gunton was 
closed, Stonewall had both schools enlarged and a 
home provided for the mentally handicapped at Cen
tennial, Stony Mountain was enlarged, Teulon 
grades 7 and 8 moved to the Collegiate. 

The results of this reorganization are the impor
tant part of this outline and a partial list will follow. 
The high schools had a head start and many of the 
changes happened there first, however, no attempt 
will be made to maintain chronological order. The 
results are: 
1. Free text books. 
2. Transportation for all students more than one half 

mile from school except for those living within a 
town where the school operates. 

3. More adequate school buildings with gym
nasiums, libraries and rooms for typing, home 
economics, and shops provided by government 
grants. 

4. Continuous education from kindergarten to grade 
12. Students are no longer thinking about stop
ping at the end of grade VIII. 

5. Full time caretakers in most schools. 
6. Full time administrative which includes the super

intendent, co-ordinator of special education, 
maintenance and transportation supervisor and 
secretaries. 
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7. The services of a psychologist and speech thera
pist. 
Within the schools we have: 

1. Provision for mentally handicapped children. 
The facilities at Stonewall serving the Division. 

2. Kindergartens. 
3. Programs in music, art and physical education 

have become continuous and progressive. 
4. An occupational entrance course at Stonewall ser

ving the Division. This is a practical course for 
students who have struggled with academic work 
with limited success. 

5. Provision in the elementary schools for students 
to progress at a pace which is at or close to their 
ability. 

6. Many courses and subjects have been added at the 
high school level. Students may still take the 
University Entrance Course but also have a 
choice of the General Course or Business Educa
tion Course or a combination of these. Those 
students wishing to take technical education and 
desirous of a longer bus ride are taken to Selkirk 
Comprehensi ve School or may attend the 
Sturgeon Creek Comprehensive School. Some of 
the more practical subjects offered in the Division 
include Home Economics, shops, computer sci
ence, typing, bookkeeping and general business. 
Students are competing provincially in football, 
basketball, volleyball and other athletic endeav
ors. Similiar success has resulted in the music 
area and in the field of art we can be proud of 
some of the very fine exhibits. Physical Educa
tion, Art and Music are three of the areas which 
are of value in thier own right but also playa most 
important part in building the self esteem of stu
dents who may not excel in other areas. 
One important result of the reorganization and 

the broadening of the curriculum is the fact that most 
of our students now graduate compared to approx
imately 20% before reorganization. Many of the 
graduates have different skills and more general 
knowledge than previously but usually more valu
able to them when University it not the goal. 

So far we have looked at the changes as if they 
had happened without controversy. There has been 
opposition, there has been some pain, there has been 
disagreement, there has been alternate plans, and 
there have been errors no doubt but this led to discus
sion, good discussion where people were heard by 
trustees and teachers. Discussion which resulted in 
modifications, out of which a better system resulted. 
This was a healthy situation. 

Trustees through their discussions with parents, 
superintendents, principals and teachers have 
provided the facilities which have enabled principals 



and teachers to carry out the new programs. Princi- this article only the first division board will be 
pals and their staff then had the task of introducing named. They were: 
the new programs and finding improved methods of Jack Boyd Hugh Proctor Argyle 

presenting the regular programs. Essentially then, 1. C. Brown Tom Robertson Teulon 
Ren James Stonewall Woodlands 

this was a strong team effort. Many leaders came to Phil Last Stony Mountain Marquette 
the fore and are deserving of special mention but in Emil Moeller Grosse Isle 

Enrolment of schools in Rockwood as of September!8!. 
Specia! 
Educa~ Kinder 

School tion Garten I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 O.E.C. 9 10 II 12 Total 

Balmoral 14 13 16 17 13 15 12 10 110 
Brant-Argyle 15 7 8 8 9 9 5 61 
Gross Isle 21 15 11 13 60 
Komarno 8 8 7 7 6 6 42 
Stonewall 
R. W. (Bobby) Bend 74 73 83 79 309 
Stonewall 
Centennial 25 80 90 68 62 67 392 
Stony Mountain 21 33 42 25 36 33 31 26 23 270 
Teulon Elem. 42 43 48 48 38 44 40 303 
Hutterite 
Lightly 4 2 1 5 0 0 1 13 
New Haven 5 2 4 4 2 2 3 23 
Omega 3 3 3 4 1 0 I 1 16 
Stonewall CoIL 20 120 104 117 104 465 
Teulon Coil. 47 55 68 80 94 74 418 
Pupils transported 1399 
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Lodges 
Stonewall Oddfellows Lodge 
by A. Yule 

Stonewall Lodge No. 49 I.o.o.F. was instituted 
on February 23, 1905, with a Degree Team from 
Winnipeg providing the initial ceremony. 

A group of six members from other Oddfellows 
lodges throughout Canada provided the nucleus for 
the new lodge, this being W. D. Elliott, W. C. 
Hartley,1. T. Newmarch, T. Ramsay, H. F. Hill, and 
Ralph Bouskill. 

Following the institution, and on the same occa
sion, a class of twenty-five members were initiated 

Stonewall Oddfellows Lodge, 1910. 
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into the Order. These were followed by other classes, 
bringing the membership to fifty-three by the end of 
1905. 

The first Noble Grand of the new lodge, No. 49, 
was Bro. W. C. Hartley, with Bro. R. Bouskill as 
Vice Grand. Bro. W. D. Elliott was elected Past 
Grand, Bro. H. F. Hill Sec., Bro. 1. T. Newmarch 
Fin. Sec., and Bro. T. Ramsay Treas. 

A Rebekah Lodge was instituted in 1906, in con
nection with the Oddfellows Lodge, and chose the 
name Acadia No.4. The Rebekahs have taken a 



distinctive part in the progress and achievements of 
the Lodge throughout the years. 

The Lodge had no permanent meeting place for 
the first few years while a number of possibilities of 
building a hall were being considered. On March 31, 
1909, it was moved that the Lodge accept the offer of 
Mr. G. Musgrove for his hall, and on April 5, 1909 
the first meeting was held in the new location. The 
Lodge met here until 1976. In May 1976 a sod turning 
ceremony was performed on First St. West and a new 
Lodge hall was erected that same year, and Stonewall 
Lodge No. 49 and Acadia Rebekah No.4 had a horne 
of their own. 

First meeting in the new Hall. Front Row: Brothers: Allan 
Good, Frank Ellis, Bill Campbell, Beedy Stewart, Ewart Good, 
John Williamson. Middle Row, L to R: Alex Yule, Glen Durant, 
Les Moore, Don Appleyard, Roy Robinson, John Tomyk, Bill 
Yule, Cyril MacMartin, Bert Ritchie, Glaud Lindsay, Howard 
Riley. Back Row: George McConkey, Frank Slatcher, Ted 
Ward, Ross McDonald, Gordon Appleyard, Wilfred Holloway. 

The new hall has helped to increase membership 
and many social functions are held here now. 

Acadia Rebekah Lodge No.4 
submitted by Neilona Robinson and Marg. Yule 

Acadia Rebekah Lodge No.4 Lo.o.F. was in
stituted on June 28th, 1906, receiving its charter at 
this time. Information from early records available 
show there were forty-five members who were initi
ated at that time. Old financial records show that dues 
were twenty-five cents per quarterly. 

In 1918 during World War One the Lodge was 
disbanded. 

By 1947 interest in forming a lodge again was 
evident by many of the community. As a result, on 
the afternoon of November 5th, 1947, a staff of 
officers including five Past Presidents of the Rebekah 
Assembly conducted the ceremony of institution of a 
new lodge. The petitioners for the charter were: 

Sisters: Lillian Atkinson; Jean Hawkins; Grace 
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Walker; Ida M. Turner; Gladys Chanin; Margaret 
Anderson; Maggie Crookshanks; Mabel Sinclair; 
Joanna Strong. 

Brothers: Alex Patterson; E. Guthrie; R. 1. 
Scott; Sam Chanin; Geo. Strong; Geo. Crookshanks. 

These Sisters and Brothers became the charter 
members of the new lodge. 

That evening the Rebekah Degree was conferred 
on twenty-six candidates in a very efficient manner 
by Laurel Rebekah Lodge No. 67 of Selkirk. Those 
joining at this time were: Marjorie Kyle; Frances M. 
Currie; Sylvia B. Guthrie; C. Margaret Gray; Kay 
Slatcher; Dorothy Appleyard; Mary Ethel Costello; 
Ruby E. Kirkpatrick; Reta M. Saundry; Nellie M. 
Meads; Thos. Snell; Wm. Hawkins; Jas. Heale; 
Harvey S. Atkinson; Barbara Snell; Irene M. Yule; 
Kathleen A. Grantham; Dora Buckingham; Helen 
Lohmer; Eleanor E. Holloway; Julie Grabowski; Al
ice Karasewich; Beatrice M. Taylor; Alma Mc
Conkey (not present); Williard A. Campbell; 1. N. 
Hawkins; Cliff Walker. 

The Noble Grand of Laurel No. 67 presented on 
behalf of her lodge a Bible with white quilted 
cover on which the three link emblem was embroi
dered. 

The elective officers for the first year were: 
Noble Grand: Sister Margaret Anderson 
Vice Grand: Sister Grace Walker 
Rec. Sec.: Sister Julie Grabowski 
Fin. Sec.: Sister Reta Saundry 
Treasurer: Sister Lillian Atkinson 
Trustees: Sister Gladys Chanin 

Sister Maggie Crookshanks 
Brother R. 1. Scott 

Auditors: Sister Margaret Gray 
Brother Alex Patterson 

It was very interesting reading through the min
utes of the meetings since this year and noting some 
of the work done by the Lodge. 
- January 1948 Degree work started 
- February 1948 Profit of $.82 cents made on a 

Whist Drive and Social held jointly with the 
Oddfellows. 

- June 1928 First initiation exemplified 
- Sister Bedard of Selkirk was our first District 

Deputy President 
1948 - Collected $804.70 for the Childrens Hos-

pital the largest donation from a rural 
point. 

1950 Each member gave twenty-five cents at 
Christmas for the fund for needy children 
in town. Christmas boxes were taken to 
needy families. 

1950 Donation to Flood Relief. 
- Canadian Foundation of Poliomyelitus. 



- Donated vegetables to Charleswood Home in 
the 50's. 

- Held shower of canned goods at Christmas 
for the Charleswood Home. 

1951 - First collected in this area for the Cancer 
Society. Drive netted $105.50. Today this 
work is still carried on by members of the 
Lodge and our collection in 1981 netted 
$2,148.55. 

- Contributed to March of Dimes and the 
CN.LB. 

1953 - Paid $5.00 for the rent of the Parochial Hall 
for our Tea. 

1960 - Furnished hospital waiting room. 
- Volunteers worked at Blood Donor Clinics. 

This is still continued today with the Clinic 
being held in our Hall. 

- Since the 1960's the lodge has had a food 
booth at the local fuir each year. 

1970's 
- Lodge members worked as volunteers for the 

Eye Screening for Amblyopia in surrounding 
schools. 

1975 - Furnished room in Rosewood 
- Since opening of the new hall members have 

worked many hours planning and serving 
dinners to help finance our new facility. 
ty. 

From 1947 until October, 1976 the Lodge met in 
the hall above McConkey's Store. During these years 
the work of the Lodge was fulfilled. The following 
poem expresses our memories of the old hall. 

The time has come to say "Adieu" 
No more old hall we'll see of you, 
You've had your day and now you're through, 
For Progress much march on. 

Water to fetch, coffee to brew, 
Lunches to make, dishes to do, 
But Lodge work first, Rebekahs true, 
Our Progress must march on. 

Steep stairs we climbed to be together 
From coldest nights to hottest weather, 
But memories warm are what we'll treasure, 
As Progress marches on. 

Good times, good feelings here, 
The Order which we served so dear. 
We'll meet another place next year 
For Progress must march on. 

So good-bye hall, you've served us well, 
More memories here than I can tell. 

It hurts somewhat this last farewell, 
But Progress much march on. 
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The Lodge has been proud to have two of our 
Sisters attain the office of President of the Rebekah 
Assembly of Manitoba. 

Mrs. Nettie (John) Stratton. 

In 1913 Sister Netta (John) Stratton was the third 
President of the Assembly. 

In 1967 we were again honored to have as our 
President Sister Eleanor Holloway. 

Eleanor J. Holloway, Presi
dent, 1967-1968. 

District Deputy President duties have also been 
assumed by the following sisters: 
1916 and 
1919 - Sister Scott 
1954 - Sister Grace Walker 
1955 - Sister Marjorie Kyle 
1960 - Sister Irene Yule 
1964 - Sister Eleanor Holloway 
1966 - Sister Marg Budge 
1969 - Sister Kay Slatcher 
1972 - Sister Marion Stethem 
1975 - Sister Margaret Yule 



1978 Sister Edith Crookshanks 
1981 - Sister Margaret Thomson 

Oddfellows and Rebekahs Celebrate Hall 
Opening 

Cutting the Ribbon to officially open the new hall. Ribbon is 
held by Bro. W. Durant and Sister Grace Walker. 

A great feeling of satisfaction for a job well done 
was present Saturday, October 30th, 1976, as a large 
crowd of three hundred gathering to witness the offi
cial ribbon-cutting and opening ceremonies of the 
beautiful new Stonewall Odd Fellows Hall. 

The building, which had been born with a sod
turning ceremony barely six months before, could 
truly be considered the direct result of a lot of dedica
tion and hard work by a large number of people. 

As Chairman Bill Yule stressed in his opening 
remarks, everyone had contributed to Stonewall's 
newest meeting place. "We would like to extend our 
thanks to all the members who so ably gave of their 
time and equipment when called on to help" ... 
The Town and District for their financial support. . . 
the Department of Agriculture and Department of 

Building the new Hall. 
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Recreation for their assistance . . . and the local 
tradesmen and suppliers who have been terrific." 

Also in the limelight was the building committee 
who consisted of Sisters Margaret Budge, Edna 
Shannon, Irene Yule, and Eleanor Holloway from 
Acadia No.4 Lodge and Brothers Don Appleyard, 
Alex Yule, Glen Durant and Bill Yule. 

A special thank you must also be accorded to 
Donald Budge of Stony Mountain, who made and 
donated the Oddfellows Hall sign which hangs 
proudly outside of the building. 

The New Hall. 

The opening itself was a memorable affair with 
various guests taking part and wishing the Odd
fellows and Rebekahs well with their new venture. Al 
Watkins of the Department of Agriculture, who had 
been present at the sod-turning ceremony, said that 
the new hall would be "good for the community" 
and he wasn't far wrong. 

John Johnson, the man who "put it all together" , 
offered his congratulations to the members of the 
Rebekahs and Oddfellows for their support and said 
he couldn't have done anything without their help. 

Bill Taylor, the Mayor of Stonewall, said that he 
knew the Lodges had been looking forward to this 
day and he "wished them well in their new home." 

Ralph Campbell, Reeve of the R.M. of Rock
wood, states that the hall was "long overdue" and 
congratulations were certainly in order. 

The representative of the Grand Lodge of Man
itoba Grand Master Doug Blake, said that the 
"Grand Lodge had been very interested in the pro
ject" and that the Hall will be a benefit to the com
munity. 

Sister Helen Krupa, Vice-President of the Re
bekah Assembly of Manitoba, brought her greetings 
and congratulations to the gathering and wished the 
venture "every success" . 

It was left up to the Noble Grand of Acadia No.4, 



Margaret Thomson and the Noble Grand of Stone
wall No. 49, Beedy Stewart to provide the salute to 
the new Lodge. "This building is dedicated to friend
ship, love and truth," Margaret Thomson said "and 
to the glorious future of the Oddfellows" . 

A past Grand Master, the Rev. Esek Stewart, 
blessed the hall with a moving and timely dedication, 
saying that "love, truth and friendship were the guid
ing principles of the Oddfellows and should be the 
most· important things in this world." He hoped that 
the new Hall would contribute to those principles 
during its days of existence. 

Sister Marion Stethem of Acadia No.4 then sang 
a beautiful version of "Bless This House" accom
panied by Sister Margaret Budge and with the sym
bolic ribbon-cutting the new Oddfellows Hall was 
declared open. 

The hall has proved to be an asset in the com
munity and both lodges now have adequate facilities 
to meet and carryon their many activities. 

Acadia Rebekah Lodge Hold 30th Anniversary 
Preceeding the regular meeting on November 

3rd, 1977 the member of Acadia Rebekah Lodge No. 
4, attended an anniversary dinner. The occasion was 
the anniversary of the reinstitution thirty years ago, 
of a Rebekah Lodge in Stonewall. It was also the first 
anniversary of holding the meetings in the new hall. 

The Noble Grand Sister Neilona Robinson wel
comed the members of the celebration. Among those 
attending were three charter members; Sister Grace 
Walker, Past District Deputy President; Sister Gladys 
Chanin, and Sister Joanna Strong, Past Noble Grand. 

Charter members, 1977. Left to Right: Gladys Chanin, Grace 
Walker, Joanna Strong. 
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Also attending were seven of the members who were 
initiated at the first meeting: Sisters; Sylvia Guthrie, 
Margaret Yule; Past District Deputy President; Kay 
Slatcher, Past District Deputy President; Sister Irene 
Yule, Past District Deputy President; Sister Marjorie 
Kyle, Past District Deputy President; and Sister Reta 
Saundry and Brother Harvey Atkinson. 

The Grace was said by Sister Gladys Chanin. 
Immediately after the dinner the news of the institu
tion of Acadia Rebekah Lodge as it appeared in the 
Stonewall Argus, thirty years ago, was read by Sister 
Eleanor Holloway, Past President of the Rebekah 
Assembly of Manitoba. 

Following the meeting, the candles on the 
"Birthday Cake" were lighted and the members en
joyed cake and ice cream during a social hour. 
So here's to Friendship, Love and Truth 
Circling around the world! 
Who knows in another hundred years 
Where our flag may be unfurled. 

Stonewall Masonic Lodge #12 G.R.M. 
submitted by Milton Good Sr. 

The first settlement of what is now Stonewall, 
occured around 1870 with a great many of the settlers 
coming from Ontario. The first Post Office was 
called Rockwood Mills but the name was changed to 
Stonewall around 1879. 

Some of the first settlers were members of the 
Masonic craft and although there were not many of 
them, they could not forget their vows and a few of 
them petitioned the Grand Lodge of Manitoba for 
dispensation to form a Masonic Lodge. 

The Lodge was formed under the names of the 
following Grand Lodge Officers of Manitoba: Grand 
Master 1. H. Bell, Deputy Grand Master W. G. Scott, 
Senior Grand Warden D. B. Murray, Junior Grand 
Warden C. F. Fareat, and Grand Secretary James 
Henderson. 

The Lodge was held at Stonewall in the County of 
Lisgar and the name was to be Stonewall Masonic 
Lodge #12. The date of dispensation was April 15, 
1880, and the first meeting was held April 20, 1880. 
The first Officers of the Stonewall Masonic Lodge 
were: Master Angus Fraser, Senior Warden Andrew 
R. Mitchell, Junior Warden William Mann, Trea
surer A. G. McKenzie, Secretary George Laing, 
Senior Deacon James Sutherland, Junior Deacon 
David L. Guthrie and Tyler was Good. There were 
three other charter members namely William 
McDougall, Thomas Good and Fredrick Hohnel. 

The first meetings were held in a building which 
was situated to the north side of the present Munic
ipal Building and the Lodge was held upstairs, as the 
bottom floor of the building was used for a store. The 



first initiate was William Vincent who later became 
Master of the Lodge. 

In the fall of 1880 they managed by subscription 
and contributions to erect a building of their own, 
which was situated just south of the present park and 
to the east side of 1st Street East. This building was of 
two stories and for a good length of time the down
stairs was used as a public hall and later as a school 
classroom. 

When the Municipality of Rockwood elected to 
build the first Municipal Offices the Lodge was asked 
to assist in laying the comer stone and this was very 
ably done by Grand Master of Manitoba, 1. H. Bell. 

A great number of the prominent men of the 
community have passed through the register and the 
chairs of the Lodge. There were a large number of 
families where the work of the fathers as members of 
the craft has influenced his son or sons enough for 
them to become members. In this connection we 
make mention of Bro. William Vincent and his two 
sons, Sam and Albert, Bro. John Montgomery and 
son Weston also Grandson John, Bro. James 
Grahame, and son James also Grandson James H., 
Bro. C. H. Cronmiller and son Len, Bro. James 
Sinclair and son John, Bro. S. B. Brindley and sons 
Dick and Ken, Bro. H. F. Hill and son Caton, Bro. A. 
D. McKenzie and son Ross, Bro. George Trann and 
son Wayne, Bro. Victor Good and son Jim, Bro. 
Frank Cockerill and sons Clare and Claude, Bro. 
Jack Verbrugge and son Roy, Bro. Alex Buchanan 
and son Ray, Bro. Elboum Good and son Ron. The 
latest father and son members are Bro. Milton Good 
Sr. and his son Milton M. Good Jr. who is the sitting 
Master at the present time. 

During World War I (1914-1918) a good many of 
the Brethren enlisted and four of these paid the sur
preme sacrifice namely, Brothers, Gilbert, Cooper, 
Roy Stokes, D. L. McComb and Albert Cross. 
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The Lodge celebrated its 50th anniversary in 
1930 with Worshipful Bro. M. R. Good as Master, at 
the Lodges 60th year Worshipful Bro. H. A. Good 
was Master. For the seventy-fifth birthday in 1940 
Worshipful Bro. A. S. Mathewson was the Master. 
For the Lodges Centennial in 1980 Worshipful Bro. 1. 
V. Good was the Master. 

In 1921, Stony Mountain Lodge was formed and 
a good number of their first members were members 
of Stonewall Lodge. The same happened in 1952 
when Harry Woods Lodge was formed at Lundar and 
seven members of Stonewall Lodge left to become 
members of the newly formed Lodge. 

In 1945 the Lodge bought and remodelled the 
former Baptist Church which was situated directly 
behind the present Municipal Hall in Stonewall. This 
building was used as a meeting hall until 1968 when 
the Lodge made arrangements with the Anglican 
Church for the rent of the Parochial Hall. The hall 
was used as a meeting place until December 1981 
when the church requested the full use of their facili
ties and Stonewall Lodge made arrangements with 
Stony Mountain Lodge to hold their meetings in the 
Stony Mountain Masonic Lodge HalL 

The Officers for the present year 1982 are Wor
shipful Master, Worshipful Bro. Milton M. Good Jr., 
Senior Warden Bro. Bert Pietras, Junior Warden 
Worshipful Bro. Lloyd Taplin, Secretary Worshipful 
Bro. Milton Good Sr., Treasurer Worshipful Bro. 
Wallace McAmmond, Senior Deacon Bro. Harold 
Rampersad, Junior Deacon Bro. Robert Hunter, 
Chaplain Worshipful Bro. George Trann, Director of 
Ceremonies Most Worshipful Bro. 1. M. Lyons, Or
ganist Worshipful Bro. A. S. Mattewson, Senior 
Steward Worshipful Bro. 1. C. Slater, Inner Guard 
Bro. R. S. VanCamp, Tyler Worshipful Bro. K. M. 
Simpson, Immediate Past Master Worshipful Bro. 1. 
V. Good. 



Music 

Balmoral Band, 1893. First Row: Sid Holloway, J. B. Barbour. Second Row: James Barbour, William Andrew Jr., Oliver Andrew, 
William Andrew Sr., Calvin Andrew, D. G. Williams, James Clarke. Third Row: Charles Allen, Wallace Harvey, Elmer Hilborn, Wm. 
Watson, George Williams, George Holloway, Sid Patterson, Ed Morton, John Brill. 

Music in the Balmoral Area 
submitted by Lois Peach 

Martin Shipley, Eben Sutherland and Andrew 
Hunter conducted song service at Good Hope School 
every Sunday evening for many years. 

John and James Barbour were good singers and 
John led the singing in the early days of the Union 
Sunday School in BalmoraL . 

A 1952 Argus clipping submitted by James Bar
bour tells us that we are indebted to Mr. R. W. 
Rutherford for the picture of the Balmoral Brass 
Band, taken in 1896, and always popular at picnics 
and other gatherings in the village and district. Sev
eral times the band played for sports days in Win
nipeg, at Selkirk, Carman and Portage La Prairie. In 
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band competitions, including one at Regina, it was 
judged one of the best. 

Picture Back row, standing - Left to right: 
Robert Hilborn, leader; Wallace Harvey, Elmer Hil
born, Billy Wallace, George Williams, Alfred An
drew, George Holloway, Sid Patterson, Edward 
Morton, Jack Brill. Kneeling: James Barbour, Billy 
Andrew, Oliver Andrew, William Andrew Sr., D. S. 
Williams, James Clark. Sitting in front are: Sid Hol
loway, and John Barbour. William Manning, regular 
drummer is missing from the picture, also one or two 
others. 

In the early days of the Methodist Church many 
fine singers attended and everyone enjoyed the old 
hymns sung in beautiful harmony. In the early 1900's 



the large choir included: Jessie and Sarah Fines, Mrs. 
Nellie Harvey, Jennie and Emma Willcott, Minnie 
and Ella Andrew, Gladys Elliott, Mrs. Ann Waterer, 
Donella Simpson, Mrs. Albert Mollard, Mrs. Ed 
Mollard, Mrs. Ernest Snell, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Fines, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Fines, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fines, 
Hector Ray, Ada Foulston, Maggie Hunter, Kathleen 
Jardine, Tom Searle, Jack Dickson, Dave Stott, 
Charles Willcott, Charles Shipley, Mrs. Edith 
Shipley (played piano or organ), Mr. Ed Mollard -
organist. 

Mrs. Albert Mollard was choir leader for many 
years. Many hours were spent in practising for regu
lar services and for special occasions, concerts, anni
versaries, Christmas and Easter. 

In 1935-1937 Rev. Donald MacTavish was the 
United Church minister in Balmoral. His repertoire 
of classical music played on the piano was most 
enjoyable. 

The Latta family who all enjoyed music, came to 
Balmoral in the 1930's. Mrs. Latta sang many lovely 
solos or accompanied other musical numbers. She 
trained and accompanied children's choirs for the 
Union Sunday School or adult choirs for church 
services. She also played the organ or piano for 
musical evenings, sing-songs, concerts, funerals or 
weddings. 

In 1941 Rev. Douglas Rupp came to Balmoral. 
His musical talents were valuable in organizing and 
training choirs of young people who learned to sing 
and enjoy a variety of beautiful selections from many 
sources such as Handel's "Messiah" and including 
the "Hallelujah Chorus" . He also brought guest art
ists to Balmoral for special programs with the choirs. 
So many people are grateful that they had the oppor
tunity to hear or to sing in Rev. Rupp's choirs. 

Mary (Latta) Abrahams used her musical talents 
to train junior choirs for Sunday School, for pro
grams, or for special services and for weddings. 

Recently, Mrs. Susan Lowe, director, and Mrs. 
Joan Main, accompanist, have trained school choirs 
for entertainments and for successful festival compe
tition. 
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Music teachers of piano over the years were: Mrs. 
Roy Barbour, Mrs. Phyllis Mercer, Mrs. L. Latta, 
and now Mrs. Irene Mann. 

For entertainment, socials and dances, there have 
been many memorable persons or groups. Dr. Rod 
McDonald, besides having been a doctor at Stony 
Mountain Penitentiary, was socially a leader and 
popular at parties with his violin. Mrs. R. W. Ruther
ford was an accomplished pianist. 

Leo Waterer, with his lovely violin music and 
Kathleen Jardine with violin, Mrs. Waterer or Do
nella Simpson accompanying, and Sid Holloway 
with tuba, played for many occasions including 
dances. Later Gordon Barbour helped with his sax
ophone. 

The Lawrence orchestra played for many a dance 
or wedding social with Mary at the piano, Bert and 
Ed with their violins, Alf, Allan and Art alternating 
with the violin, mandolin or banjo to keep the toes a
tapping. They played many times at Ridgeway 
School, at Argyle and Balmoral, and in the Foresters' 
Hall in Winnipeg. 

Claire Murray played the piano for small dances 
in the 1930's. 

Another group of entertainers included Phyllis 
Mercer with the violin, Mrs. L. Latta, Art Lawrence, 
and Mrs. Aberhardt playing the accordion. 

In the days of yodelling, Jack and Bob Florence 
with guitars, Hartley, and later Brian, provided en
joyable entertainment at Good Hope School. 

In the 1930's and early 1940's Ewart Good and 
Dave Willis with violins, Norman Good with banjo, 
and Mrs. L. Waterer at the piano were a popular 
dance group. In the 1950's and 60's the group in
cluded Grace Good playing piano, Ewart the violin, 
Bryan the accordion and sometimes Gerry Moore 
with his guitar. They played at Balmoral or Argyle 
frequently. 

More recently Donald Lawrence at the piano, 
Linda Lillies with her accordion and Calvin Croy 
with his guitar provided music for small dances. 
Calvin and the Meyers boys are the most recent 
group. 



Hospitals 
Stonewall Hospital 
submitted by Alice Dawson 

In March 1942 the Municipal Doctor Scheme was 
brought forward to the ratepayers and was carried by 
a good majority. At this time, Dr. Evelyn had his 
office in the Bank of Commerce building and from 
this small, inadequate space he carried on his ser
vices. His receptionist Mrs. Mary Philion was most 
efficient and at all times tried to ease the load of the 
doctor. Very soon, the citizens decided it was time to 
create better facilities for the doctor. By now nursing 
homes were going out of business so it was necessary 
to concentrate on better facilities. 

Many meetings were held between Rockwood 
and Stonewall Councils. On October 20th, 1950 a 
vote was taken on a By-Law to build a hospital at a 
cost of $69,000.00. This By-Law passed 71% in 
favor. The site chosen for the hospital was the famil
iar cricket field. The Department of Health approved 
a committee with members from both Rockwood and 
Stonewall councils. The members of the board were: 
Mr. 1. W. Lindsay - Chairman, Mr. B. T. Dawson 
- Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Hugh Appleyard, Mr. 
Oscar Buckle, Mr. Jack Inkster, Mr. Ed Mills, Mr. W. 
1. Stewart. 

First Board of Stonewall Hospital. Back Row, L to R: Jack 
Inkster; Dr. Evelyn, Oscar Buckle, Ben Dawson, Ed Mills. Front 
Row: Bill Stewart, Jim Lindsay, Hugh Appleyard. 
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The hospital was completed at cost plus $14,-
000.00 for additional equipment. Most of the equip
ment was paid through donations from interested 
citizens and a $3,000.00 gift from Manitoba Pool 
elevators. This eight bed hospital consisted of semi 
private wards, a maternity station, physician offices, 
facilities for dental offices and a full Health Unit. 

One of the most outstanding events in the history 
of Stonewall and district took place Tuesday, March 
11th, 1952 when the Rockwood-Stonewall Medical 
Unit 26B was officially opened. Rev. Maurice Hard
man dedicated this new building and at long last a 
dream had come true to provide suitable accom
modations for our medical doctor and staff. On 
March 17th, 1952 the hospital officially accepted 
patients. 

In charge of this unit were Dr. W. F. Evelyn 
hospital director and physician, Receptionist Mrs. 
M. Philion, Matron Miss Eleanor May, assistant 
matron Miss S. Jardine, Miss Helen Vogt practical 
nurse, Miss Emily Yankish, maid and Mrs. B. Mills, 
cook. 

The first patient registered at the hospital was 
Mrs. M. 1. Watts and the first baby was a son born to 
MF. and Mrs. Tom Lindley, Grassmere. 

As early as 1950 guilds were formed to carry out 
the needs of the hospital. The first executive was 
Honorary President Mrs. W. F. Evelyn and Mrs. 
W. Montgomery, President Mrs. Val Costello, 
Secretary-Treasurer-Mrs. Ian Kennedy. More aux
iliaries were formed in Argyle, Balmoral and Stony 
Mountain. 

In 1951 a purchasing committee was chosen from 
the different auxiliaries to buy linens and supplies for 
the operating room namely - Mrs. Ethel Lindsay
Argyle, Mrs. Velma Slater - Balmoral, Mrs. De 
Witt - Stony Mountain, Mrs. Florence Campbell 
Stonewall and Mrs. 1. Saundry Co-ordinator. 

Groups of volunteer ladies carried on the mend
ing and sewing for the next twenty five years. The 
auxiliary members received credit for their volunteer 
hours. The auxiliaries have a three fold purpose: (1) 



Money raising, (2) Volunteer work and, (3) Public 
relations. They have been the link between the hospi
tal and community. Hospitals wouldn't be able to 
provide patients with some of the services if it 
weren't for volunteers. The volunteers provide the 
little extras that professionals don't have time to do. 
All monies raised by the auxiliaries is used to buy 
needed equipment for the hospital. Teas, Bake sales, 
Penny boxes, fun fairs, dances and membership 
drives were the main sources of raising money. Many 
people in the district helped with cash donations, 
garden produce and canned goods. Over the years 
various organizations have been very generous with 
tending the needs of the hospital. Equipment such as 
wheel chairs, ice machine, the positive pressure 
breathing machine, television, radios, crutches and 
canes have been donated and appreciated by the staff. 

Funds were raised for landscaping the hospital 
grounds with trees and shrubs. Mr. Ted Hawkins of 
Balmoral was in charge of this beautification project 
and to him much credit is due for all his hard work 
and for creating such a beauty site. 

Caretakers for the hospital have been Mr. Hamie 
Nelson, then Mr. Cec Moore and now Mr. Russ Dew. 

In 1954 two members had resigned from the 
Board and Mr. D. L. Campbell and Mr. John Harcus 
were appointed. Mr. Harcus carried on with the 
Board for 24 years and in 1978, for his services, was 
presented with a serving tray. At this same function 
Mrs 1. Saundry was presented with a plaque for her 
many years of dedicated service to the hospital. 

By the end of 1961, it was realized that our hospi
tal was too small and again plans were organized to 
expand. The new addition of 10 beds was officially 
opened on July 19th, 1962. The Official Dedication 
ceremony was held on the spacious grounds of the 
hospital where a good repesentation from town and 
district had gathered Mr. Ted Hawkins of Balmoral 
was chairman. With him on the stage were Dr. W. F. 
Evelyn superintendent, Mrs. Gwen Riddell, Matron, 
H. K. Hutson, Mayor of Stonewall, Mrs. William 
Yule co-ordinator of the auxiliaries, D. H. Carter 
representing the architects, Mrs. W. F. Evelyn, L. G. 
Fines, Reeve of Rockwood, Rev. R. F. McPherson 
United Church of Canada, Stonewall, and Miss Jean 
Lindsay granddaughter of 1. W. Lindsay. Rev. R. F. 
McPherson dedicated this new addition. He donated 
20 bibles from the Stonewall branch of the Canadian 
Bible Society to be placed in the wards of the hospi
tal. Tribute was paid to one of the original Board 
members Mr. William 1. Stewart who passed away 
recently. He had been an earnest and sincere worker 
throughout his association with the Board. During 
the ceremonies Mrs. B. T. Dawson presented to Dr. 
Evelyn, a baby book containing 1083 names of chi 1-
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dren that he had helped to bring into the world. This 
beautiful volume had been artistically assembled by 
Mrs. William Harcus. The book is kept at the hospi
tal where it can be seen at any time. 

Almost the entire interior of the Medical Unit has 
been rearranged with an extra emergency operation 
room, X-ray room, dressing room for X-ray staff, 
offices and consulting rooms for doctors, recep
tionists office, Lab, Isolation ward, seven bedrooms 
for nurses and up to date kitchen, nurses sitting 
room, laundry, double heating unit and many other 
items. 

Now the hospital can accommodate 17 patients 
and can, in case of emergency provide for 20 or so. 
This project took twenty months to complete. 

Of interest to everyone who toured the hospital 
was a beautiful picture of the late Mrs. Mary Philion, 
placed in the doctors reception room. This was a gift 
from Dr. Evelyn. Mrs. Philion passed away in the 
spring of 1961 and had for over 20 years faithfully 
served as a receptionist for Dr. Evelyn. 

For twelve years Dr. Evelyn carried on his dedi
cated work in the hospital and district but in 1964 
illness struck and he passed away at the Health Sci
ence Centre. In his memory the Rockwood-Stone
wall Medical Unit 26B was changed to the Dr. Evelyn 
Memorial Hospital. 

The authority to co-ordinate the issuing offinanc
ing debentures for hospitals similar to the operation 
of Manitoba Public Schools Finance Board was pro
posed by the Provincial Government in the early 
1950's. This would mean hospital board debts would 
be guaranteed by the province under the Manitoba 
Health Services. Now the Manitoba Hospital Com
mission is the main resource for our hospital. The 
Manitoba Hospital Plan, brought in by Paul Martin 
was adopted July 1st, 1958. This plan was a forerun
ner of the Manitoba Health Services which now in
cludes the Manitoba Medical Plan. 

The first plan of Rosewood Lodge was started in 
1965. A steering committee was formed with Mr. 
Don Cassells, Chairman, Mayor William Taylor, Bill 
Yule, Bert Duncan, Jack Oatway, Dennis Mulligan, 
Gus Straub, Bert Steggles, Vic Folk, Mrs. Muriel 
Pollock and Mrs. Emily Buck to bring to Stonewall a 
care home. The care home to be built adjacent to the 
hospital so that the laundry and kitchen facilities 
could be utilized. The plan was finally approved in 
1974. The participating municipalities of Rosser and 
Woodlands, Stonewall and the southern portion of 
Rockwood would provide 10% of the cost assisted by 
a government grant of $2,000.00 per bed. The total 
cost estimated at $390,000.00. Mrs. Bert Duncan 
submitted the name "Rosewood Lodge" in competi
tion for naming the care home. 



Rosewood Lodge of 30 bed was officially opened 
October 4th, 1975. With the completion of the lodge, 
the hospital extensions and the Health Unit, the com
pound is now called Stonewall and District Health 
Care Centre. 

Mrs. Hettie Middleton, Mrs. Mary Abrahams 
(Latta) and Mrs. Marg Bond have shared years of 
work in the activity field at Rosewood Lodge. 

The Stonewall area is well ahead in integrating 
Social Services. The Dr. Evelyn Memorial Hospital 
is one of the few accrediled hospitals in Manitoba. 

A series of events took place to celebrate the 
anniversary of Stonewall hospitals 25 years of ser
vice (1952-1977). A tea and open house, an anniver
sary dinner and a fun fair completed the years 
celebration. 

As well as the volunteers, the hospital has candy
stripers. These young girls from the high school tend 
to menial task of the patients. They help with serving 
trays, checking the flowers, reading, writing letters 
etc. In this way, the girls are able to assist the nurses. 

The opening of the new addition to Stonewall and 
District Health Care Centre was held May 12th, 1981. 
Keith Cosens M.L.A. cut the ribbon to officially 
open the $250,000.00 facility. 

New dental offices, a board and staff room, an 
addition to the laboratories, a laundry room and 
waiting room make up the new addition. More space 
is now available for records. A tour of this new 
facility and the serving of lunch by the auxiliary 
completed this official opening. 

By September 1959 , Dr. Beryl McQueen had 
come to Stonewall to work with Dr. Evelyn. Latterly 
Dr. B. McQueen has headed the clinic of doctors who 
make up the medical staff at the Dr. Evelyn Memorial 
Hospital. In 1965 Dr. Przibislawsky joined the clinic. 
Dr. Przibislawsky also works in the Woodlands clinic 
each week. On November 15th, 1971 Dr. Zolton Mera 
came to Stonewall from Wilkie, Saskatchewan and 
joined the staff. He also shares time each week in the 
clinic at Stony Mountain. In 1981 Dr. Saad was taken 
on full time with the clinic. We are most grateful to 
have such a competent staff - one that rates with 
other hospitals in the province. 

It would be remiss not to mention the matrons 
who have so capably supervised the hospital. Ma
trons who have contributed so much during the oper
ation of our hospital are: Miss Eleanor May, Mrs. 
Muriel Pollock (Tharrn), Mrs. Louise Medynski, 
Miss Triechel, Mrs. Anne Neaves, Mrs. Gwen Rid
dell, Mrs. Ruth Oakford and Mrs. I. Rourke. Mrs. 
Rourke has since become administrator of the Stone
wall and District Health Care Centre. Mrs. Bev Jas
person R.N. who has worked on staff for many years 
is now Director of Nursing. The lab and X-ray de-
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partment is headed by Mrs. Donna Raflant. She has 
several assistants. 

The secretaries who have worked at the hospital 
are Mr. B. T. Dawson, Mr. Ted Statham, Mrs. Emily 
Buck, Mrs. E. McKee and Mrs. Sharon McDonald. 

The Stonewall and District Health Care Centre 
boasts of one of the finest ambulance services in the 
province. The ambulance is manned by local men of 
the town and district who all have received first class 
training. 

Within the complex of the Stonewall and District 
Health Care Centre office space has been rented to 
the Public Health Unit supervised by Mrs. Muriel 
Pollock. This service covers a large area including 
Selkirk, St. Laurent, Woodlands, Warren, Balmoral, 
Grosse Isle and Stony Mountain. The staff of the 
Public Health check out school children, the elderly, 
home care for shut-ins, baby clinics and many other 
services. Help is available in the treatment of vene
real disease, chronic diseases of the aged and mental 
health when necessary. The Health Unit, through a 
community sanitation program, headed by a Sanitary 
Inspector, inspects and supervises water supplies, 
septic tanks, garbage disposal and food and milk 
supplies in the community. 

This locale must be proud to have a facility that 
rates with similar hospitals in the province. For this 
we must thank both present and past hospital boards, 
the administrator, doctors and receptionists, matron 
and nurses, lab and X-ray staff, maintenance staff, 
kitchen help, laundresses, housekeepers, medical 
records staff, auxiliaries and volunteers who have 
faithfully carried on their duties at the Stonewall and 
District Health Care Centre. 

The writer craves the indulgent patience of all 
who read and is frank to admit that parts may be 
omitted. 

This is the list of the staff at time of printing. 
Baldwin. Elaine R.N. 
Bolton, Bessie Aide 
Delaroque. Jean R.N. 
Hamilton, Bonnie R.N. 
Hamilton, Marjorie L.P.N. 
Harvey, Kathleen Aide 
Irwin, Dorothy Aide 
Jasperson, Beverly D.O.N. 
Jensen, Doriene R.N. 
Laxdal, Kristine R.N. 
Maas, Mary Aide 
McCLure, Ann L.P.N. 
Mistafa, Anne R.N. 
Mistafa, Kay C.S.P. 
Nichol, Carol R.N. 
Taylor, Betty R.N. 
Dietary Department 
Campbell, Shirley 
Coburn, Enid 
Deprez, AngeJe 

Karasewich, Nancy 
Main, Jean 
McMahon, Rose 
Murphy, Elizabeth 
Stewart, Joyce 
Sveinson, Laura 
Welburn, Bertha 
Peden, Betty 
Housekeeping 
Amy. Gwen 
Hacault. Bea 
Holod, Jean 
Morrison. Jennie 
Shindruk. Mabel 
Slater, Margaret 
Strauss, Pauline 
Laundry 
Cameron, Eva 
Lamm. Eleanor 
Monkman, Dorothy 



Maintenance 
Dew, Russell 
Green, David 
Moore, Cece 
Activity Office 
Marg Bond 

Medical Records 
Andrews, Laura 
Campbell, Susan 
Administration 
Coutu, Vivian 
Mrs. I. Rourke 

Health and Community Services 
by Muriel Pollock 

The Stonewall Health Unit was formed in July, 
1946 when the Rural Municipalities of Rockwood, . 
Rosser and Woodlands got together and entered into 
an agreement with the provincial government for 
public health services, which would be paid for on a 
per capita basis. 

The R.M. of Rosser already had a resident public 
health nurse and she was transferred to the newly 
opened office in the Stonewall Municipal Hall. A 
short while later they moved to the old Weston 
Montgomery residence on Lilley Street. In 1952 the 
Rockwood-Stonewall Medical Nursing Unit 26B 
was built and grants were received, conditional on 
space being provided for the health unit and another 
move was made. In 1954, when the Hunter Memorial 
Hospital was built, space was acquired for the public 
health nurses and clinics, etc. 

In 1973 with a change in government Health and 
Social Services were melded and the province 
divided into seven regions; Stonewall Health Unit 
became part of the Interlake Region with Mr. 1. R. 
Bums as Regional Director for Community Services 
& Corrections and Mr. A. Gyorffy as Regional Di
rector for Income Security. 

The nurses and health inspectors have always 
worked out of local offices but with re-organization 
other staff who had previously worked out of Win
nipeg offices were transferred out to local and re
gional offices. At this time we acquired two social 
workers and a little later a probation officer. 

The Public Health Inspector was transferred to 
the Department of Mines, Resources and Environ
mental Management and although there have been 
some slight changes in his program he remains in the 
Stonewall Office and is still closely associated with 
the Department of Health. In 1976 a community 
services worker was added for the mentally handi
capped and in November, 1977 a full time communi
ty mental health worker for adults. (There had 
previously been some psychiatric services on an itin
erant basis from Drs. W. Nakielny and John White). 

The Health Unit Advisory Board is composed of 
one appointee from the council of every municipality 
and town involved within the region and three citizen 
members appointed by the Minister of Health. 

Past Board Members for Rockwood area were: 
Mssrs. W. H. French, H. Appleyard, R. A. Quick-
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fall, F. 1. Pearson, 1. D. Campbell, A. Clarke, E. 
R. R. Mills, L. Vandekerckhove, W. 1. Stewart, H. 
C. Riley, C. E. Ross, W. Taylor, H. K. Hutson, 1. 
Verbrugge, W. Blackwood, G. Grahame, C. Lar
combe, D. Cassels, 1. Fryza, T. Glucki, Mrs. 
Hawkins and Drs. W. F. Evelyn and B. McQueen. 

Medical Directors were Drs. V. S. Hawkes, 1. M. 
O'Keefe, N. Hurley, 1. Gonty, 1. A. Eadie, D. Pen
ner, M. K. Panikkar, probably the best known being 
Dr. "Joe" Gonty. 

Secretaries: V. Murrell, 1. McClellan, Em Buck 
(24 years), D. Scott. 

Health Inspectors: A. Lunde, K. Collins, B. Ste
phen, 1. Robertson, S. McKimm, G. Gibson, W. 
Jackson, D. Rusyn. 

Senior Public Health Nurses: D. Duxbury, K. 
Steele, A. Holyk, C. Cook, A. Sokulski, R. May, M. 
Pollock. 

Public Health Nurses: Ms. Wilson, Blair, Smith, 
Elder, Leslie, Anderson, Simm, Stark, (Arnold) 
Frost, Stronski, Phipps, McDonnell, Mydynski, 
Holod, Pollock, Ball, Gibbs, Brunskill, Sigvaldson, 
Govenlock, May, Bjornsson. 

When Rosewood Lodge was added to the Dr. 
Evelyn Memorial Hospital premises were also built 
to house the Community Services Offices to replace 
the old Health Unit, by now very inadequate and 
overcrowded. 

Services now provided include-

Mental Health Program Provides treatment and 
rehabilitation, consultation and education to popula
tion "at risk" for mental health problems. 

Mental Retardation Program Provides services 
to the mentally retarded and their families and assists 
the community in obtaining necessary services. 

Public Health Nursing Program - Provides a gen
eralized public health nursing program including: 

Maternal- preparing family to deal with physi
cal, emotional and social change incident to child 
bearing - prenatal classes. 

Infant and Pre-School- Counselling, anticipa
tory guidance re: normal growth, development, nu
trition, child care, at home and in Well Baby Clinic 
- Immunization, Assessments. 

School- Provide immunization-screening tests, 
acts as health resource for teachers, counsels individ
ual students re: health concerns. 

Adult Encouraging/facilitating regular medi-
cal supervision, providing health surveillance and 
health counselling-health promotion. 

Communicable Disease prevention/control 
through education, preventive services, sur
veillance, epidemiological investigation and follow
up. 



Home Care Assessment, total care planning, 
supervision of home care workers. 

Health Education - to individuals and groups. 
Social Services provided include Child Protection 
services through counselling of families and children 
in own home with emphasis on keeping the child in 
the home, voluntary counselling, individual and 
family; Foster home - finding and placement with 
ongoing supervision of children so placed; Adop
tions. 

Services provided on an itinerant basis from the 
Regional Services in Selkirk are: Probation - M. 
April, Rehabilitation M. Woodcock, Employ
ment - 0. Marshall and Income Security - 1. 
Szpunan. 

Stonewall District Office covers the R.M. 's of 
Rockwood, Rosser, Woodlands and St. Laurent, and 
Townships 17-18 in the Local Government District of 
Armstrong west of the principal meridian. 

The present Stonewall staff under Regional Di
rector 1. Gow and Medical Officer of Health Dr. N. S. 
Rihal are: 

Team Co-ordinatorISr. P.H.N.: Muriel Pollock 
Public Health Nurses: Sharon Brown, Islay Jack, 

Jean Pollock, Shirley Unrau (part-time) 
Social Workers: Kathi Campbell, Leo Pantel 
Mental Health: Ken Nattrass, Dr. M. Steinbart 

(part -time) 
Mental Retardation: Edward Price 
Home Co-ordinator: M. Bjomsson (part-time) 
Clerical: Sandi Bruce, Lorna Feakes 

Dr. Hunter 
submitted by Mrs. O. Cottingham 

Dr. Hunter was born at Leath, Ontario in 1868, 
the son of the Reverend Alexander Hunter. Gradu
ated in medicine at Toronto University in 1895 and 
practised for four years at Kinloss in Bruce County. 
He entered the ministry, graduating in Theology 
from Knox College in Toronto in 1901 and in 1902 
came to Teulon, Manitoba. The appointment to this 
position was made by the Missionary Society of the 
Presbyterian Church of Canada. From his appoint
ment in 1902 until his death in July of 1940, Dr. 
Hunter provided faithful service to Teulon and Dis
trict. In the fall of 1903 the first hospital in Teulon 
was built. Dr. Hunter raised $800.00 which was 
matched by the Church. The total cost of the building 
being $2,800.00. The building was 23 x 40, two and 
a half stories high. The staff consisted of Dr. Hunter, 
his mother and his cousin Jean. 

In 1904 the Presbyterian Women's Home Mission 
Board was formed and they took over support of the 
Hospital, paying off the balance of the debt. In July 
of 1904, the Board of the Women's Missionary So-
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ciety appointed Miss Bell of Peterborough, Ontario 
as Head Nurse and in October of 1904, Miss David
son of Toronto was sent out to be her assistant. Miss 
Bell served as superintendent of the hospital for 17 
years, on many occasions accompanying Dr. Hunter 
on his visits to homes. He stated it was a great 
comfort to have a nurse-helper along with some clean 
basins and towels and other necessities. 

Miss Bell was especially attracted by child pa
tients, some of them very bright and promising but 
not suited to the harsh conditions of pioneer life with 
little chance of educational advantage. At her sug
gestion, some of the children were kept at the hospi
tal and allowed to attend the Village school. The 
results were most encouraging and helped provide 
the stimulus for the establishment of school homes 
for children from remote areas who could come and 
attend the public and high schools in Teulon. Follow
ing Miss Bell's transfer to Ethelbert, Miss Davidson 
assumed the position of Superintendent followed by 
Miss West in 1929 and Sarah Baxter. 
Teulon Hospital 

In 1953 the Hospital District was formed under 
the Hospital Services Act incorporating the Village 
of Teulon, portions of the Rural Municipality of 
Rockwood, Rural Municipality of Woodlands, Rural 
Municipality of St. Laurent, and the L.G .D. of 
Armstrong. The Hospital Board was formed of the 
following members: Mr. A. H. Campbell, Chair
man, Teulon; Mr. R. Ellison, Vice-Chairman, Teu
Ion; Mr. 1. C. Cumming, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Teulon; Mr. 1. Griffith, Teulon; Mr. E. Hoborough, 
Armstrong; Mr. 1. Fraser, Rockwood; Mr. F. Olson, 
St. Laurent; Mr. W. Persoage, Rockwood; Mr. E. 
Coverdale, Rockwood; Mr. E. Laporte, Armstrong; 
Mr. A. D. Campbell, Rockwood; Mr. H. Buffum, 
Woodlands. 

In 1955 a new 23 bed hospital was built. This 
hospital was built on the south end of the hospital 
property. This building provided for improved surgi
cal and obstetrical facilities, an x-ray department, 
laboratory, doctors' offices and staff residence. 

In 1973 plans were brought forth to renovate the 
hospital. Preliminary drawings were prepared fol
lowing which discussion took place with the Man
itoba Hospital Commission as to the feasibility of 
renovating the existing building versus constructing a 
new hospital. The decision made was to build a new 
hospital and Personal Care Home combined on a site 
adjacent to the existing hospital. 

On December 10, 1977, a new juxtaposed facili
ty, Hunter Memorial Hospital-Goodwin Lodge in
corporated was officially opened accommodating 20 
acute-care beds and 20 personal-care beds. In addi
tion, the hospital has the following facilities: four 



medical doctors; offices, complete dental offices, 
five offices for Health and Community Corrections, 
complete lab. and x-ray department, physiotherapy 
department, ambulance service. The total staff in the 
two facilities is 72 full and part-time employees, 
including an Activity Director and part-time Hair
dresser. 

The following is a summary of the nurses who 
have served in all hospitals. The first nurse employed 
in the hospital was Miss Picken from Dauphin, Man
itoba who arrived in 1903. The first matron was Miss 
Elizabeth Bell who arrived in 1904 from Peter
borough, Ontario. Her assistant was Miss Davidson. 
Miss Bell served as matron for sixteen years. In 1929 
Miss West became matron followed by Miss Sarah 
Baxter. Some nurses to follow as matrons were: Miss 
Nanskerville and Miss Alice Reade. In 1955 Miss 
Mary Yak took over as matron and held this position 
until 1960, when Mrs. Olive Campbell became Su
perintendent. In 1965 she became Administrator and 
held this position until 1973. In 1965 Mrs. Kathleen 
Skinner became Director of Nursing and held this 
position unti11978. In 1973 Mr. Geno Espidedo was 
appointed administrator which he held until 1978. 
Mr. W. Blackwood was appointed administrator in 
1978. Mrs. Ria Curtis was director of nursing from 
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1978-1981. Mrs. L. Stadnyk, director of nursing 
from 1981 to the present time. 

Some of the medical staff practicing at the hospi
tal were: 
Dr. A. 1. Hunter - 1902 
Dr. W. 1. Simpson 1921-1927 
Dr. 1. M. Goodwin 1927-1967 (approximately) 
Dr. C. Scrivener 1945 
Dr. E. Penner 1955-1957 
Dr. H. Hildebrand 
Dr. 1. Smith 
Dr. G. Young 
Dr. Maurice Bishop 1960-1972 
Dr. Beryl Bishop 1962-1972 
Dr. E. Barron 1967-
Dr. R. Stewart 1970-1971 
Dr. K. Simpson - 1971-
Dr. G. Manteno - 1972 
Dr. M. Davis 
Dr. Francis Pigott 
Dr. G. Coleshill 
Dr. R. Cudmore 
Dr. W. Boudreau 
Dr. A. Grogan 

Last but not least were the radiologists who made 
weekly trips out to the hospital from Winnipeg to 
give patients fluoroscopy examinations and to read 
and report on all x-rays taken during the week. This 
service was started by Dr. H. Garfield and his associ
ates in 1961 and is still continuing at the present time. 



War Years 
War Years 

The Municipality of Rockwood would like to pay 
tribute to all those who have served in the forces for 
King and Country. Many did not return, but let their 
deaths not be in vain. May freedom and righteous
ness prevail. 

May future generations be thankful for the spirit 
of these brave men and women. 

They shall grow not old, 
As we that are left grow old, 
Age shall not weary them 
Nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun 
And in the morning, 
We shall remember them. 

From the Jubilee edition of the "Stonewall Ar-
gus", Stonewall, Manitoba, March 30, 1885. 
Member of D. Company, 95th Batt. 
Manitoba Grenadiers. Organized for service in the 
Rebellion of 1885. . 
Capt. S. 1. Jackson 
1st Lieut. 1. B. Rutherford 
Lieut. Thomas Lusted 
Col. Sergt. Edward Ellis 
Sergeants, A. Mannix and E. R. Sutherland 
Corporals, Wm. Stanger, Arch Gillespie and A. 
G. Daly. 
Privates, Eph Riley, Wm. Bethune, Geo Ander
son, A. 1. Bell, Wm. Bowman, John Bell, Horace 
Boyce, Alex Brown, Mat Cockerill, H. Collie, 
Wm. Collie, Joseph Dark, Silas Dark, H. W. 
Davis, Walter Endersby, Uriah Endersby, Alex 
Foster, A. Smith, D. Smith, George Wilson, G. H. 
Waterson, James Forester, James Galbraith, 
Arthur Godson, D. A. Good, Nelson Good, Wm. 
Gyselman, W. S. Hogg, John Hogg, Jim Ken
nedy, Jas. Lawrence, Ben Lashbrook, Wm. 
Leedell, Wesley Lutz, L. G. McDonald, Norman 
McDonald, Duncan McLeod, Douglas McIntyre, 
James McMahon, Sam McMahon, Jas. Montgom
ery, Jas. A. McVicar, Richard Parrott, Edward 
Quickfall. 
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Teamsters 
Names of residents of the district who went as 

teamsters, etc., to the Northwest, with General 
Middleton's Forces: 
John Lillies, George Walker, John Dahl, Thomas 

Kennedy, James Gunn, Philip Lillies, John Camp
bell, Adam Reid, George Campbell, John, George 
Vincent, John Walker. 
South African Expedition 
When trouble arose in South Africa, Canada 

proved herself part of the Empire. Rockwood gave 
of her best. 
Names of past and present residents of this dis

trict who were members of the South African 
Forces: 
Roy Stanhope, Thomas Clayton, 1. S. Baird, E. 

C. Ridley, John Morland, G. P. Baldock, A. 
Houghton, John D. May, R. 1. McCullough, John 
Dickson, Geo. Ager, Eric Neal, Chas. Hallett, 
Percy T. Hawkins, Thos. Buckpitt and Geo. 
Crawford. 

"Unveiling of Monument to Fallen 
Soldiers" 
From the Stonewall Argus, Issue of Oct. 11, 1922 

Saturday, October 7, was a day long to be remem-

Memorial Cenotaph. 



bered by the citizens of Rockwood, Teulon, and 
Stonewall, especially by the children, for the visit of 
Lord Byng of Vi my, Governor-General of Canada, 
for the purpose of unveiling the Monument erected 
during the summer in honor of one hundred and two 
men of these three municipalities, who gave their 
lives in Flander's Fields in the cause of truth and 
freedom. 

The children of all schools north were brought by 
special train to Stonewall, shortly before two 
o'clock; those from surrounding rural schools came 
by motor and with the Stonewall children, assembled 
at two o'clock on the school grounds and formed a 
line of march to proceed to Ida Street, massing in the 
street south of Dr. McLeod's residence, where a 
united practice of the hymns to be sung was con
ducted by Mr. H. D. May, all the schools having 
previously practiced separately. 

The Princess Pat's band with Lieut. James, who 
had volunteered their services for the day, were of 
great assistance in the singing. Some 200 returned 
men were lined up in front of the Hall. Upon the 
arrival of the Vice-Regal party, the band led the 
children in singing "God Save The King" and "0 
Canada". 

Lord Byng then reviewed the troops, passing 
down each line and speaking personally to every 
soldier. He expressed deep gratification at their pres
ence. 

The Vice-Regal party entered the Hall where 
there were presented to them the members of the 
municipal councils of the three municipalities and 
ex-members of the Legislature, officers of the Gun
ton, Baimoral and Captain Jackson chapters of the 
I. 0. D. E., and other representative citizens such as 
the reeves of the surrounding municipalities, includ
ing the president of the Union of Manitoba Munic
ipalities, ex-Reeve Haddow of Rosser; the clergy of 
the district also were upon the list. 

In the meantime, the school children had 
marched to the park grounds and taken their place. 

When the Governor's party had taken their place 
on the platform with the next-of-kin of the fallen 
heroes on the adjoining platform, Mayor Arundel of 
Stonewall, made the necessary introductory re
marks. He introduced Lord Byng as a representative 
of H. M. King George V, and as a soldier of the 
Empire, a soldier who led our Canadian boys on the 
field of battle. He referred to the fact that out of 1100 
citizens of the town 150 had enlisted for service and 
that of 4,000 citizens of the Municipality of Rock
wood, 292 joined the forces. He said that in building 
the monument two objects had been kept in view -
the one to perpetuate the memory of those who gave 
their lives for us, and the other that we might have for 
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all time standing among us something to ensure that 
the future generations shall not forget that sacrifice, 
and shall realize that they must be prepared to give 
everything, even life itself, to sustain it. 

He stated that with the exception of two subscrip
tions of $500 each from S. 1. Jackson and A. 1. Lobb, 
the purchase of the site and the cost of erecting the 
monument have been provided by the municipalities 
of Rockwood and Stonewall. He concluded by ex
pressing the thanks of the community to Lord Byng 
for his coming to perform the unveiling ceremony. 

Reeve Power of Rockwood, then, very briefly 
spoke of Rockwood's interest in the memorial. 

His Excellency, Lord Byng, then gave an ad
dress. He said, "It is a personal pleasure to meet once 
more, my comrades of war, and I count it a pleasure 
to visit localities with as fine a record of service as 
yours, and I do not believe that by any single action, 
we can make that sacrifice worthwhile; it is by the 
lives we lead and by our daily labors that we prove 
ourselves worthy of the freedom those others gained 
for us." 

The hymn, "0 God our Help in Ages Past" was 
then sung, led by the Princess Pats' Band and the 
school children who numbered over 1,000. 

His Grace, Archbishop S. P. Matheson, of 
Rupert's Land, then made the prayer of dedication, 
speaking at some length. He referred to the time, 
when he began work as a divinity student and when 
as a young clergy man, he was alone in all Wood
lands, Teulon and Rockwood. This fact gave a per
sonal touch to his duty of the day. He expressed his 
pride in the district and in what it had done and the 
purpose with which its heroes fought. He referred to 
the fact that men of all occupations acquitted them
selves equally well upon the field; then to the pos
sibilities before us of honoring their memory more by 
our lives than by this beautiful monument and park. 
He regretted that our hopes of a reconstructed world 
after the war have not been realized, that many in
dications of the old selfishness and greed which 
caused the war, are still displayed and that the world 
has not yet restored to the only influence that can 
reconstruct it - the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The unveiling of the monument by Lord Byng 
was then performed and the Boy Scout Hymn, "Fa
ther in Heaven" was sung. 

His Honor, Lieutenant-Governor Akins gave a 
brief but stirring address. "The Last Post" was 
sounded by Lieut Jones, after which one child from 
each of the thirty schools present, came forward 
wearing a bouquet of flowers to lay at the base of the 
monument. The children chosen, were as far as could 
be ascertained, those who could find the name of a 
relative on the bronze plates above them. Miss Eve-



lyn Little of Stonewall, whose father is "somewhere 
in France", presented a special bouquet, plucked 
from a home garden pleased her much more than a 
purchased one. 

Lord Byng thanked the school children for their 
part in the service and proclaimed the following 
Monday a school holiday throughout Rockwood. 

After again smging the National Anthem the 
gathering dispersed. 

The Vice-Regal party proceeded to the home of 
the Mayor Arundel where the officers of the I.O.D.E. 
of Stonewall served luncheon before their departure 
for the city. 

The next-of-kin were all entertained at Luncheon 
by Dr. and Mrs. McLeod. 

Throughout the afternoon the crowd was kept in 
excellent order by 24 specially chosen marshalls. 

A great many former residents of Stonewall were 
seen in the assembled company. Among them were: 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hamill, Mr. I. Genser, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. R. Leonard, Mr. and Mrs. L. O. Johnston, 
Mrs. M. McKee, Mrs. R. Greenslade, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Haddow, Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Coleman, Miss 
Rena Spencer, Mr. and Mrs. Bannatyne, Messrs. 
Gordon and Harold Stinson, Miss Eva Bell with a 
friend, Miss Campbell of Miniota, Mr. 1. M. Riley, 
Mr. and Mrs. 1. E. Bescoby, Mr. F. Francis, Mr. and 
Mrs. 1. Court, Mrs. MacDonald and Mrs. 1. Luke. 

Other visitors were Mrs. C. H. Campbell and 
daughter, Judge and Mrs. Patterson, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
W. Fraser, Mr. Thos. Hay Gonor, Mr. and Mrs. A. O. 
Ayearst, and Mr. Thoma~ Mills. 

The Municipal Hall, the school buildings and 
many private homes were appropriately decorated for 
the day. 

The monument which is said to the finest in the 
province, is made of Tyndall stone, resting on a base 
of reinforced concrete and stone from the home quar
ry, measuring 24' x 24'. This is surrounded by a 
terrace with steps mounting on opposite sides. The 
measurements at the base are 6' x 6', at the top 4Y2' x 
4W. A stone urn finishes the top. On the sides are 
four bronze tablets bearing the 102 names. Lower on 
each side a lion's head forms an outlet for the foun
tain which is worked by an electric motor with pres
sure tank. Still futher down are four basins for 
receiving the flow of water. There are also two outlets 
for lawn service. The architect, who planned it is Mr. 
Gilbert Parfit, of Winnipeg. 

When following the declaration of War in 1914, it 
became evident that the Empire was in danger, nearly 
500 citizens of this district cheerfullly responded to 
the call. Those whose names are marked * made the 
supreme sacrifice. 
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Names of the Men of Rockwood Taken 
From the Scroll of Honour 

Chas. Archer, *John Adair, T. 1. Anderson, *Hewitt Anderson, 
John Anderson, * A. E. Ahmed, 1. H. Anderson, Harold Anderson, 
*E. D. Archer. 

R. A. Boyd, James Blake, T. Blake, Geo. Boskill, Wm. 
Bloodworth, Oliver Brown, Percy Brown, Fred Badman, Harry 
Bruce, John Brown, *George Blake, *Edward Bishop, Milton 
Bruce, Arnold Blarney, Chas. Brock, Burton Bainard, W. Baldwin, 
T. Baldwin, R. S. Brown, Sam Brindley, ElofBjork, K. C. Bedson, 
James Brerton, *Edwin Berry, James Bain, Alex Beacham, Robert 
Baker, N. 1. Brewar, 1. E. Bescoby, Felix Bescoby, 1. D. Bradley, 
Leonard Billings, Frank Brereton, Hance Brownell, Harry Both
am, A. 1. Bell, *Thos. e. Botham, Chas. L. Bradley, Walter Baker, 
Thos, 1. Brereton, Hilton Bowman, *G. 1. Backlund, *Jason 
Brouse, *Henry Brown, *Fred Brown. 

*A. S. Christian, Harry Cooper, Chas. Cotter, 0 Capperica, 
*C. Carlson, Frank Cockerill, *Carlton Cathcart, John Creasor, L. 
Cavaliri, John Court, William Collins, W. 1. Currie, A. Cameron, 
R. S. Currie, S. P. Croome, James Campbell, Alex Cassidy, 1. H. 
Cotter, Thos. Cuthbert, Frank Crossley, Thomas Cuthbert, W. A. 
Crookshanks. A. McPherson Cameron, *Frankland Curle, * 
Gilbert Cooper, *Albert Cross, N. E. Campbell, Harry Cooper, 1. 
Holmes Cathcart, Goldwin Currie, Harold Currie, F. W. Cook, 
*Kenneth A. Clarke, Herbert S. Corbett, Bert Chanin, Thos. Chan
nino 

Robt. Dunn, John Dickson, John Douglas, Wm. Drennard, A. 
Dipiro, Robt. Dunn, *Jos. Dunn, Jack Douglas, H. Dunham, W. 
M. Duncan, W. G. Delarogue, Wm. Darwood, Victor Darwood, 
*Walter Daniels, J. A. Dalbridge, James Dowell, *Jas. Dalgleish, * 
Geo. Dubgard. 

Gus Enstrom, Thos. Ellis, Harry Eaton, Geo. W. Eaton, *Bert 
Emms,1. W. Else. 

W. F. Fidler, A. Fern, Jack Fisher, Peter C. Florence, T. Fenn, 
e. Fenn, James Fraser, Robt. Fraser, 1. W. Florence, Gordon Forres
ter, Fred Francis, Fred Fell, Wm. Fincham, Wm. Franklin, T. E. 
Forrester, Wm. Foulston. 

Horace Gall, Oliver Guest, James Gall, W. Gillespie, Frank 
Grahame, Jerry Green, John E. Gillespie, G. M. George, Fred 
Groome, Bert Grahame, K. G. Gillespie, *1. P. Gibson, *Alex 
Gall, James Gunn, Ewart Gunn, John Gunn, * Arthur Greenway, e. 
H. Gunn, *Angus 1. Gardener. 

Aug. 1. Hagglund, James Henderson, Alf Hopgood, 1. A. 
Hagglund, A. Harrison, H. Harrison, *AI. Hammill, *Frank 
Heale, Sam Hutchison, *R. e. Hand, Alex Harrower, T. Hawkley, 
B. F. Houghton. 1. A. Hoine, T. A. Henry, Thos. Hartle, Alben 
Hagglund, *Thos. Harlbert, 1. W. Heaps, Stanley Hodge, H. 
Hodge, Wm. Hirst, *Archie 1. Hill, Frank Hodge, *Sam Hester, 
*John Hoover, Arthur Hudson, Thos. Hill, H. R. Hipwell, T. 1. 
Holloway, *F. Howsam, John Hancock. 

James Inman, Jos. Inman, * A. Irwin, H. Irwin, John Inkster, 
Edward Inman. 

W. H. Jones, Geo. W. Jackson, Leonard Johnson, *Frank 
Jefferson, Jacob Johnson, Fred W. Jackson, *Ernest Johns, e. W. 
Jackson, Richard Johns, W. H. Jones. 

Stanley Kelly, John Kirkup, James Kirkup, Tom Kirkup, 
Aubrey Kirby, Chas. Kelpin, Paul Kelpin, Louis Kelpin, Earl Kirk, 
Stanley Kelly, Percy Kelsey. 

D. Little, A. Langston, Wm. Langston, Vernon Little, Oscar 
Lebruin, C. Lessard, Jack Lumsden, Wm. Lazarnick, Nicholas 
Lancer, 1. M. Lewis, 1. A. Laing, Wm. Locke, Adam Lamont, Bert 
Leybom, *Alan Lumsden, Wm. Lockhart, A. Lethbridge, Sam G. 
Last, L. H. Leppard, S. Larkin, A. Laskie, John Lancer, *Frank 
Lamb, *Chas. Little, John Luke, Robt. Little, Wilfred Last, James 
Lock, Harry Lethbridge, Alex Last, Geo, Long, Wm. Locke, W. 1. 
Laing. 

*E. L. Metcalfe, *Neil Morrow, Ernest R. Martin, G. D. 
Malcolm, Arthur Madill, *Ben Martin, W. F. Mawhinney, W. G. 



Mawhinney, Wm. Moore, A. E. Moore, Geo. Mead, 1. W. Morris, 
F. D. Markland, Henry L. Moore, L. DeVober Moore, W E. 
Martin, Don S. Murray, Ernest Marshall, *E. A. Mitchell, Martin 
Melajko, *Percy Macrow, Melville Mollard, *C. R. Mollard, W 
W. Musgrove, Albert Mollard, A. 1. Monkman, Fred Matthewson, 
Gordon Mitchell, *1. E. Moore, P. Mongeli, Henry Martin, *Robt. 
Mowatt, Jos. Martin. Wilfred Moore, Arthur Miller, Jas. Mowatt, 
los. Martin, Sidney Master, E. R. R. Mills, W. Munn, *Frank 
Mitchell, Chas. Merriott. Alex Malcolm, *Malcolm May, Geo. F. 
Miller, Wm. May, Ernest A. Martin, T. H. McGavin, Wm. 
McLeod, James McDonald, H. McMahon, Wm. McGookin, *Jas. 
McKenzie, *D. L. McComb, Geo. McKay, James McCullough, 
*C. McConnell, Gordon McNeill, Chas. McQuarrie, J. A. 
McDougall, Robt. McAdam, Peter McKenzie, Dan McKenzie, 
D.A.P. McKay, 1. A. McLeod, *Wm. McBean, 1. H. McEwen, 
Josiah McKee, *Alan McLeod, Wm. R. McKenzie, Arthur Mc
Cully, Douglas McIntyre, *Basil G. McNeill. 

A. Nelson, A. Norquist, H. Nelson, C. Nelson, Frank Nyblad, 
Gustaf Nyblad, Carl Nelson, August Nelson, Harold Nistrom, V. 
M. Nelson, Frank Neale, Stanley Newton. 

B. Oshanick, Roland Oliver, *ArthurOakford, H. e. Oakley. 
Donald Patterson, S. Pearson, *James Porter, F. Pearson, *G. 

e. Paterson, John Pulfer, S. Pearson, Jonas Pearson, * Andrew 
Peterson, Chas. Peterson, Wm. V. Power, *1. D. Pringle, *Douglas 
Purchase, Fred Pearson, John Paterson, Henry Pike, H. H. Pearson, 
Gordon Purdy, James Patterson, Stanley Porter, *Frank Porter, 
*Fred Porter, E. J. Patterson, Eugene Parker, Ashley Quelch, Robt. 
Quickfall, Jas. Quickfall. 

*Chas. Ray, W H. Richardson, H. 1. Rutherford, *1. E. Rey
nolds, *Thos. Reynolds, H. S. Rutherford, *C. W Rothwell, 
Hector Ray, Roy Roome, *Harry Redding, W. D. Riley, W H. 
Richardson, Jas. Redding, *Wm. Rackley, *Thos. Rutherford, A. 
B. Rutherford, Leonard Ryman, James Register, James Reid, C1ar
encc Reid, *David Rutherford, *Iver Roberts. 

Chas. Stewart, Elmer Snider, Sid Smitheman, H. Stoddard, 
Fred Schick, Don, H. Simpson, A. Street, G. A. Simmons, R. D. 
Stewart, 1. Sutherland, Steven Sales, Howard Smith, Arthur Sher
lock, W M. Scott, S. E. Shortliffe. Allan Sheppard, Geo. A. V. 
Sloan, Chas. Simmons, Edw. Shinner, *Jas. Smith, G. L. Shanks, 
William Sloan, E. Snell, *Roy Stokes, Chas. Sparwood, S. 
Switzer, Lawrence Sinclair, Paul Shattuck, *Alex Sibbald, *A. W 
Smith, *Ed 1. Sims, R. W. Scott. *Thos Smythe, Harry Stewart, 
David Stott, Rupert Sherlock, Geo. Sales, *T. M. Stewart, *Fred 
Scott, Ed D. Sinson, H. W Smallwood, Wm. Symes, James Sus
sex, *Leslie Smith, Stanley Simister, *lvan Smith, G. S. Stephen, 
Geo. Snell. 

*M. Thorne, Sid Tamblyn, Robt. Thomas, James Taylor, 
"'James Terrill, A. E. Trimmell, Fred Thomas H. Taylor, Wm. 
Trimball, Roy Thomas, T. B. Tanner, H. E, S. Tribe, *Edwin 
Talbot. 

M. Urbanowicz. 
Chas. Vincent, E. A. Vincent, Erland Vincent, Stewart Vin

cent, N, W. Vincent, Stanley Vincent. 
*John Williams, *Stanley Webb, Arthur Williams, Thos. Wil

son, W. H. Whillians, Rae Wieneke, Harry Wilson, *1. W. Wilson, 
T. Weatherhead, H. G. Watt, Frank Walters, W. 1. Wilson, *H. M. 
V. Woods, E. V. Wilson, H. G. Woods, David Webb, F. S. William
son, Wm, Walton, Harry Walton, N, B. Walton, *Chas. H. Walker, 
Chas. Wharf. John Wells, Chas, Webb, Iva B. Williamson, Edwin 
Wright, *R. W. Wilson. 

Harold Young, *Edward Yarnton. 

The Rural Municipality of Rockwood 
List of War Dead, Second World War 

John A. Aitken, John L. Baldock, Donald H. Bennett, John A. 
Benson, David W. Bowes, Albert Brown, James A. Campbell, E. 
C. Corbett, Henry L. Crawford, Walter Daniels, Charles A. Dodd, 
John Esaruk, Harold L. Flynn, Glen Gillespie, George W. Guest, 
Michael S. Gurski, Vernon W. Hammerberg, Allan C. Hancock, 
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William A. James, M. C., Allan A. Johnston, Clifford Johnston, 
John A. Klowak, Peter Kowalchuk, William Kwasny, John A. 
McDonald, Allister C. McLeod, Norman S. McLeod, Donald e. 
McLeod, William 1. Mollard, Franklin M. Murray, Irwin Muth, 
Allan R. Neve, Reginald F. Noton, Alvin Gustaf Olson, James 
Pankiw, James E. Phillips, Donald I. Rose, Thomas H. Rose, Peter 
Shmigelsky, Daniel P. Slator, Michael Solodiuk, Robert Stewart, 
Keith R. Stratton, Ronald Grant Stratton, Norman Styne, Lawson 
A. Swallow, Walter D. Taylor, Alexander George Thompson, 
George P. e. Vanderkerckhove, D.F.C., Stanley Vincent, Keith M. 
Walley, Kenneth R. Walley, Eric Warburton, George R. Watson, 
John Webb, Jack G. Williams, James H. Williams, Mike Wish, 
Keith R. Wood, William R. Zubek. 

The Rural Municipality of Rockwood 
Enlisted Men, World War II 

D. M. Abbot, W. H. N. Adair. Betty Adkin, Frank Adkin, Fred 
Adkin, 1. Adkin, Nancy Adkin, Sid, Adkin, Wm. Adkin, lone 
Airth, I. Airth, R. Airth, 1. R. Aitken, William Allison, W. T. 
Allsop, T. Amy, E. G. Anderson, H. G. Anderson, R. Anderson, R. 
W. Anderson, K. A. Appleyard, A. Arbour, M.e., C. O. Assels, E. 
N. Assels, M. R. Asseis, H. Atkinson, H. Avery. 

Robert Baer, W. T. Baillie, F. Baldock, H. Baldock, 1. Bal
dock, M. Baldock, R. 1. Bancroft, H. E. Bancroft, L. 1. Bancroft, 
R. E. Bancroft, V. G. Bancroft, F. Bareham, Cyril B. Baranovsky, 
Robert Baranovsky, George Barr, Leslie Barr, John Barr, K. T. 
Bedson, Gordon Bell, William I. Bell, Winnifred Bell, D. H. 
Bennett, G. E. Bennett, I. A. Benson, A. F. S. Best, S. Best, R. L. 
Bewell, F. Biluk, H. W. Black, 1. E. Blackburn, 1. R. Bloomfield, 
A. S. Bloomfield, S. F. Bloomfield, V. Bobowski, 1. Bobowski, D. 
Boitson, M. Boitson, William Boitson, Emmanuel Bollenbach, 
Jack Bollenbach, John Bollenbach, Oscar Bollenbach, 1. Bookham, 
D. Bowes, 1. Bowes, L. Bowes, 0. P. Bradley, K. 0. Bragg, e. P. 
Brennan, Edward Brown, Ernie Brown, Albert Brown, E. V. 
Brown, William Brown, S. Browne, Allan Bruce, Clayton Bruce, 
Edward Bruce, H. R. H. Bruce, May Bruce, Melvin Bruce, George 
Buck, G. S. Budge, T. G. BUfk, A. Burman, Elwyn Buskell, Hugh 
Buskell, Roy Buskell, Walter Buskell, K. Buttle. 

F. H. Cade Sr., F. H. Cade Jr., 1. D. Cade, W. 1. Cameron, W. 
Campbell, R. Campbell, Rene Cannon, K. Carrothers, T. Chicken, 
W. Childerhose, 1. Chimchak, W. Chimchak, Paul Cieslar, L. 
Claydon, 1. B. Claydon, H. Clendenning, Thelma Clendenning, 
Frank Cockerill, Phyllis Cockerill, Velma Cockerill, Violet Cock
erill, J. 1. Coghill, M. E. R. Coghill, W. H. Coghill, 1. Collez, 1. P. 
Copyshankski, F. Cosens, L. G. Cotter, T. Coyle, Clare 
Crookshanks, M. Crookshanks, T. A. Croy. 

L. Daoust, 1. I. David, e. McC. Davidson, M. MacL. David
son, A. E. Dawson, 0. E. Dawson, E. deGast, M. deGast, F. 
Dengate, Frank Dengate, H. 1. Deprez, R. A. Deprez, D. Des 
jarlais, Chas. Dodd, E. W. Dodd, R. Dodd, V. Doroschuk, R. H. 
Drysdale, D. E. Drysdale, R. Drohomereski, T. Ducharme, W. 
Ducharme, George Dunn, T. Dunsmore. 

A. E. Elliot, Edward Elliot, F. 1. Elliot, H. C. Elliot, L. R. 
Elliot, W. E. ELliot, W. M. Elliot, 1. A. Ellison, 1. Esaruk, P. 
Esaruk, George Essex, Roy Essex. 

P. Fabris, T. Fansega, S. Fansega, Paul Fast, A. 1. D. Ferguson, 
R. Fiddler, D. Fines, E. Fines, G. Fines, L Fines, William Fines, 
Reverend 1. H. Fitzgerald, Harold Flynn, T. Florence, 1. H. Frank
lin, Allan Fraser, David Fraser, Donald Fraser, Donald A. Fraser, 
Robert Fraser, W. Frazer, C. H. French, W. Furness. 

Elsie Gardener, M. Gemmil, G. Gillespie, E. C. Gillies, 
Clayton Gilson, Connie Gilson, H. Glowachuk, M. Glowachuk, P. 
Glowachuk, R. Glowachuk, 0. Good, N. Goresky, E. Gorman, F. 
Gosling, H. T. Gosling, 1. M. Grahame, D. D. Grant, N. 
Grantham, W. Grantham, F. Gross, George W. Guest, Mary 
Guinan, F. Gunner. 

S. Hall Sr., S. Hall Jr .. Clare Hancock, Jack Hancock, N. 
Harris, Rene Harrison, T. Hartley, M. A. Hazelwood, S. A. Hazel-



wood, A. Heale, Ed Hickey, A. S. Hill, W. A. Hill, L. W. Hocken, 
R. Holloway, M. R. Howard, M. Hrabec, D. Humbert, L. Hum
bert. 

Geof, Inkster, A. Inman, E. Inman, O. Inman, W. M. Iverson. 
Charles Jahns, Eleanor Jahns, Wilson Jahns, B. W. Johnson, E. 

G. Johnson, E. R. Johnson. 
K. B. L. Kelpin, P. E. Kelpin, G. Kilgour, G. Klewchuk, 1. 

Klewchuk, W. Klewchuk, E. Knihnicki, F. Knihnicki, G. 
Knihnicki, V. Kran, Elsie Krueger, Oscar Krueger, F. Kwasny, M. 
Kwasny, William Kwasny. 

Eileen Labey, H. Lacey, 1. E. Laewetz, George Laing, John 
Laing, F. Lamm, A. Langner, H. A. Last, E. Latta, A. Lawrence, 
E. M. Lawrence, 1. Lawrence, S. Laxdal, C. H. Layng, E. G. 
Layng, William Lazaruk, Edna Lee, Lee, Hazel Lee, Donat 
LeFebvre, Louis LeFebvre, Lucien Irene Lillies, Orval 
Lillies, G. H. Limmert, W. P. Lindsay, A. L. Linklater, F. H. 
Linklater, A. Little, M. Little, W. Little, F. Livingstone, H. 
Livingstone, 1. Louge, 1. A. Lusignan, R. H. Lusignan, D. Lyndon, 
M. Lyndon, R. Lyndon, M. Lyon, P. Lyon. 

Alex MacDonald, A. R. MacDonald, C. MacDonald, H. Mac
Donald, 1. MacDonald Sr., 1. A. MacDonald Jr., 1. M. MacDonld R. 
M. MacDonald, Robert MacGarva, Ronald MacGarva, A. Mac
Kenzie, Alex MacKenzie, C. MacKenzie, Evelyn MacKenzie, G. 
F. Mackie, A. MacLean, E. MacLean, 1. M. MacLean, Garnet 
Magwood, Margaret Magwood, William Mannetje, H. C. Maple, 
J. C. Maple, G. Martin, Jean B. Matheson, StuartG. Matheson, H. 
1. Maurage, G. McAuley, A. L. McBean, E. 1. McBean, 1. McCart, 
H. McClelland, S. McClelland, 1. H. McCullough, D. McDonald, 
M. McDonald, Ed McEwen, L. G. McGimpsey, I. E. McGimpsey, 
M. A. McGimpsey, R. W. McGimpsey, P. McGirr, Rev. McIsaac, 
Merle McIntyre, G. McKerracher, Ray McKnight, A. McLean, D. 
McLean, M. McLean, AllisterC. McLeod, D. C. McLeod, Donald 
C. McLeod, Norman C. McLeoad, R. McLeod, Robert McLeod, 
Robert B. McLeod, W. McLeod, William McLeod, R. McLure, A. 
McNaughton, C. McNaughton, 1. McNaughton, L. C. McPhail, F. 
Meads, W. Mercer, A. R. Mernett, M. Meronek, A. W. G. Miller, 1. 
Miller, N. Miller, F. Mitchell, Bruce Moore, Cecil Moore, A. 
Munn, E. Munn, T. Munn Sr., T. Munn Jr., R. Murray. A. Myhal, 
W. Myhal. 

1. A. Nelson, Joseph Nemeth, W. R. Newton, M. E. Noonan, 
G. Nordin, J. E. Nordin, R. F. Noton. 

A. E. Oakford, N. E. R. Orlesky, N. O'Shanic, H. Oughton, 
R.Oughton. 

H. Pankiw, 1. Pankiw, M. Pankiw, P. Pankiw, R. F. Paterson, 1. 
Paul, C. Payne, Cyril Payne, M. Peach, H. Peacock, H. Pederson, 
E. Pederson, 1. Pederson, C. R. Penniger, L. Penny, A. H. Peterson, 
C. A. Peterson, M. E. Piercy,1. Piercy, W. R. Piercy, D. H. Pike, 
G. Pisnook, M. Pisnook, W. Pisnook, 1. Poborsa, S. Poborsa, V. 
Poborsa, W. Popwich, E. Porayko, W. Porayko, S. Potts, C. E. 
Powell, N. A. Powell, R. R. Powell, S. H. Powell, W. G. Powell, 
Evelyn Power, Ivan Power, Luba Prokopowich, 1. Pulfer. 

0. Rasmussen, C. A. Reed, K. A. Reed, R. E. Ridley, Amy 
Rinn, A. G. Robertson, C. Robertson, 1. L. Robertson, 1. S. 
Robertson, S. A. Robertson, D. I. Rose, D. M. Rose, N. W. Rose, 
T. H. Rose, J. Ross, R. Ross. 

T. R. H. Sadler, 1. W. Scott, Joseph Scott, L. Scott, M. Scott, P. 
Scott, W. E. Sewell, R. Sharpen, S. A. Shead, D. A. Shearer, 1. 
Shearman, A. Sheldon, H. Sheldon, James H. Sheldon, John 
Sheldon, R. Shipley, P. Shmigelski, S. Skawliuk, Gordon Sinclair, 
Grahame Sinclair, V. Sinclair, G. Siska, J. Siska, 1. Skibicki, A. 
Skoda, E. F. Skoda, Chas. 1. Slater, L. Slater, C. P. Slator, D. P. 
Slator, H. M. Slator, H. Smaldon, F. R. Smith, G. Smith, H. H. 
Smith, 1. Smith, Joyce Smith, 1. L. Smith, R. 1. Smith T. F. Smith, 
M. Smotrycki, F. W. Snell, Jean Snell, James Snell, T. L. Snell, L. 
H. Snell, W. J. Snell, W. H. Snell, M. Spratt, H. Stanbra, N. 
Stanbra, M. Stanbridge, A. E. Steel, A. 1. Steen, C. R. Steen, 1. 
Steen, I. Stein, A. Steggles, G. R. Stephenson, G. W. C. Stethem, 
J. L. Stewart, Elmer Strong, Harry Strong, Howard Strong, 
Maurice Strong, H. Sturtevant, F. Stutski, Tony Stutski, N. Styne, 
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D. Suche, G. Suche, Muriel Suche, A. Suwala, L. A. Swallow. 
0. A. Taplin, K. Tarrant, S. Tarrant, B. Taylor, M. Taylor, 

Walter Taylor, F. Tennenhouse, S. P. Tennenhouse, B. Thexton, G. 
Thexton, S. Thexton, P. C. Thomsen, D. Thomson, 1. Thomson, 
Muriel Thomson, F. Tomyk, C. R. Trick, Douglas Trick, N. Trump, 
W. 1. Trump, 1. R. Tullock, T. Tyler, R. 1. Ursel. 

G. P. C. Vandekerckhove, DFC, E. A. Vincent, H. Vincent, 1. 
P. Vincent, S. E. Vincent, 1. P. Vinet, C. A Walker, E. 1. T. Walker, 
D. Wallace, E. L. Wallace, B. Walley, C. S. Walley, Keith Walley, 
Ken Walley, Helen Ward, W. 1. Ward, 1. Waterer, L. Waterer, G. 
Watson, H. Watson, L. D. Wells, S. J. Wells, W. 1. Wells, W. H. 
West, R. White, H. Williams, 1. Williams, 1. K. Wilson, K. A. 
Wilson, M. T. Wilson, R. K. Wilson, F. Wolchuk, W. Wolchuk, 1. 
Wolson, F. Wojciechowski, F. S. Wolverton, 1. R. Wood, K. R. 
Wood, William Wood, H. A. Woods, L. A. Woods, W. O. Woods. 

A. Yule, William Yule. 
1. Zaicoe, M. Zaicoe, W. Zubeck, W. R. Zubeck. 

Korean Veterans 
Lloyd Hanna, Gunton, Man.; Fred Hazelwood, Stony Moun

tain, Man.; Gordon McMahon, Teulon, Man.; Henry McMahon, 
Teulon, Man.; Milton McMahon, Teulon, Man.; Br Milton Mc
Mahon, Teulon, Man.; Bruce Tarrant, Gunton, Man. 

Stonewall Branch of the Canadian Legion 
B.E.S.L., No. 52 

Early in 1927 the "Stonewall & District Returned 
Soldiers Association" decided that they would apply 
for a Charter in the Canadian Legion. 

The names of those who applied for the Charter 
and whose names are written into it are: E. Vin
cent (D), 1. F. McPherson, F. 1. Ringrose (D), Hon. S. 
1. Jackson (D), G. H. Cross (D), Frank Onion (D), 
Donald Sutherland (D), George Esson (D), W. 1. 
Renfree (D), N. B. Walton and Lou Leavens, (D) is 
deceased. 

On the night of October 21, 1927, the first meet
ing of Branch No. 52 was called, the members of 
Provincial Command who conducted the meeting 
were: 1. V. Johnstone, 1st Vice-President Provincial 
Command; W. T. Taylor, 1st Vice-President, Win
nipeg Branch; E. S. Pratt, 2nd Vic-President, Win
nipeg Branch; Albert Yetman, Provincial Secretary, 
Manitoba Command. The meeting was called to 
order and the following members were initiated by 
Comrades Johnstone, Taylor and Pratt: Comrades E. 
E. Vincent, L. Billings, E. S. Clark George Esson, 
W. 1. Renfree, Don Paterson, 1. S. Kerr, Jack Inkster, 
F. Ringrose, 1. Moreland, A. D. Williams, Frank 
Onion, D. Sutherland, G. H. Cross, W. 1. Beirns, N. 
B. Walton, V. Costello, C. S. Walley, 1. F. 
McPhedran, H. Ryder, R. Baker, W. Elliott. 

Out of the foregoing names the following slate 
officers was elected: President, 1. F. McPhedran; 
Vice-President, 1. Inkster; Secretary, R. Baker; Trea
surer, E. Vincent; Hon. President, Hon. S. 1. 
Jackson. With numerous speeches and a hearty lunch 
we considered our new Branch off to a good start. 

At the end of the Second World War the new 



veterans started to come back, our Branch took on 
new life, it became common to have initiation meet
ing of 10 and 15 members. At Teulon we initiated at 
one meeting 38 new members. This was a lot of 
members to be added to our small Branch. 

In 1946 there was talk of building a Legion Hall of 
our own. In the spring of 1948 over 20 men met to 
pour the concrete for the basement. We had pur
chased a building and set it on the new foundation, 
added 10 feet to its length, and closed it in before fall. 
This was all done by volunteer labor. The following 
summer we covered the building with in sui-brick , 
painted the trim, finished the inside, and were really 
proud of our efforts. During all this operation we 
promised we would not go into debt, and that prom
ise was kept. In 1953 we added ten feet, had a well 
dug, and put in hot and cold running water as well as 
flush toilets. This we had to do if we were to continue 
our club licence. An oil furnace was also added. You 
may well have guessed that we are very proud of our 
Legion Hall. 

Our history would not be complete without a 
word about Comrade District Representative Angus 
MacLeod. Comrade MacLeod has served as District 
Representative in this district for a period of 20 years, 
and much of whatever success was attained was due 
to the untiring efforts of Cde MacLeod. District 
meetings twice a year were a regular thing, and he 
could always be depended on for installations and 
initiations or special meetings. Many thanks, Angus 
MacLeod. It was my privilege and pleasure at one of 
our early meetings to move that he be our District 
Representative, and 20 years later to present him 
with Handsome luggage on his retirement. 

We are not only proud of our Canadian Legion 
Branch but we are also proud of our town and the men 
it has produced. Out of the First World War came 
Allan McLeod, V.c. Unfortunately death claimed 
him before our Legion was started. The Very Rev. 
Dean J. 0. Anderson, Dominion President, Canadian 
Legion, B.E.S.L., is also a Stonewall boy. John took 
most of his public school and high school education 
in our town of Stonewall. We have also produced two 
District Representatives in George Murray and Frank 
Love, who followed Angus MacLeod (Mac) in that 
order, we also had Father Fitzgerald, who was elected 
R. C. Chaplain for Manitoba and Northwestern On
tario at the Portage la Prairie Convention in 1947. 

In closing this brief history of our Stonewall 
Branch may I add that there is always a welcome in 
our club rooms for members of the Canadian Legion. 

Let us go forward together. They served till 
death, why not we. 
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Brant Argyle Canadian Legion Branch 
#222 
submitted by L. Lefebvre 

World War I and II veterans from the Brant Ar
gyle District, prior to August 1948, were zone 
Legion members of the Stonewall Legion Branch 
#52. 

In May 1948, these Legion members applied to 
the Manitoba Legion Command for a Charter to form 
their own Branch. They were successful, and on 
August 19th, 1948 officially received the Charter at a 
meeting in Brant -Argyle School. Attending were 
guests and delegates from Manitoba Legion Com
mand, Stonewall, Stony Mountain, and other sur
rounding districts. 

Charter members for the new Branch #222 were 
Comrades R. J.Jensen, A. D. Henderson, D. 
Fletcher, W. Foulds, T. A. Henry, G. Suche, L. 
Lefebvre, T. Jeeves, A. Mernett, John Fisher and 
George Smith Sr. Total membership was over thirty 
veterans. 

At this Charter meeting officials were elected and 
the first President was R. J. Jensen, Vice-President 

A. D. Henderson, 2nd vice-President - D. 
Fletcher. Appointed Secretary-Treasurer was Joe 
Mayers. 

The Ladies' Auxillary to the Brant Argyle 
Branch was organized and they received their Char
ter October 8th, 1948. The first President was Mrs. 
D. Fletcher, Vice-President - Mrs. A. Henderson, 
2nd Vice-President - Mrs. L. P .. Suche. Secretary 

Mrs. R. Reid and Treasurer - Mrs. J. O'Neil. 
The Ladies' AuxilIary worked very hard over the 

years and proved to be a valuable asset to the Branch. 
Charter members were Madames D. Fletcher, L. P. 
Suche, A. Henderson, 1. O'Neil, A. Taplin, D. 
Munroe, George Smith, W. Last, J. Ritchie, T. Amy, 
T. Jeeves, R. Reid, Pederson, W. Buchanan, D. 
Lefebvre, R. Dodd, H. Watson, W. Mannetje, R. 
Jensen, L. Lefebvre, W. Foulds, H. Bruce, E. 
Dodds, A. Robinson and Miss Jean Buchanan. 

At a meeting May 4th, 1948, Brant Argyle 
Legion Branch #222 began plans for the con
struction of a village hall, 30 feet by 60 feet in area. 

Mr. George Smith donated the land for the hall. 
Members of the legion and the community do

nated funds, and canvassing extended to neighboring 
districts, and also included Winnipeg. In addition 
private loans made possible an early start for con
struction. 

Two skilled carpenters were hired to manage the 
project, namely Mr. Jim Strong and Mr. Alex Morri
son. A good tum out of volunteer labor completed 
construction by January 28th, 1949 and a "Hall 
opening" dance was held to celebrate the occasion. 



The mortgage on the han was finally paid off by 
November 1955, and a mortgage burning ceremony 
was held soon after. 

It was apparent the hall needed more area to 
accommodate larger gatherings. 

The Legion and AuxilIary held meetings and this 
resulted in a plan to tum the hall over to the com
munity. 

In May 1967, a well attended community meeting 
was held and the transfer of the hall was agreed upon. 
The hall was named "Argyle Memmorial Communi
ty Centre" . 

Additions have since been built, and the structure 
continues to serve the area very well. 

Lost Banner of 91st Regiment To Be Given 
To Winnipeg Unit 

You've been rent and the sturdy, western winds 
have whipped and tattered your edges but you're still 
the grand old flag of the 91st Battalion of Winnipeg. 

We have tried to locate you ever since you disap
peared in 1886 and had given up hope. In fact, it was 
thought the 91st never carried you as their colors at 
all. It was believed they marched away to wage war 
on Riel, Big Bear and Poundmaker without a color. 

Now we know they were foolish thoughts. 
Thanks to R. W. Rutherford, of25 Lenore street, 

you've been preserved to hang in honor with the 
other flags of the Winnipeg Light Infantry. And 
thanks to Mr. Rutherford's father, the late Robert 
Rutherford, of Balmoral, Man., for honoring you on 
different occasions. 

Shortly now you will receive your due honors. 
Within a few weeks the present officers of the Win
nipeg Light Infantry will receive you in a ceremony 
and with proper respect. Mr. Rutherford, who has 
kept you carefully, down through the years, will 
officially tum you over to your unit so that you may 
hang in your place with the other trophies of the 
regiment. 

We know now your six by nine feet unfurled in 
the Balmoral wind each May 24 and July 1 from the 
Rutherford flag pole. But that was before Mr. Ruther
ford's death in 1911, and we didn't recognize you in 
those days. 

Perhaps too, we should thank Major Stewart 
Mulvey or Pioneer Sgt. R. Mulvey, who kept you 
when the campaign was over and handed you to Mr. 
Rutherford. You see, they're the gentlemen who, it is 
reported, cared for you in the days before 1890. 

However, we're sorry we can't find out more 
about you. Our historians have failed to give you 
mention. We've traced the history of your battalion 
in the 1885 editions of the Free Press. We found the 
reported dispatch of March 30, 1885, which states, 
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"Lieut. Col. T. Scott, M.P., has received authority to 
raise the battalion, leaving Ottawa last night for Win
nipeg to direct its organization" . 

And then the story of April 2, which reads "It is 
expected to have the battalion filled today". 

And April 6, which states, " ... A full company, 
numbering 50, came from Brandon, many of whom 
saw service in the earlier days. Capt. T. Was tie was in 
charge and lieutenants being C. Smith and R. H. 
Hunter. Portage La Prairie turned out 49 hardy men 
and under Capt. W. Sheppard and Lieuts. R. C. 
Brown and G. Reid. Stonewall came to the front with 
40 men under Capt. S. 1. Jackson and Lieuts. T. 
Lusted and 1. S. Rutherford. Morden sends 34 men 
under Capt. Waugh, the balance of the company 
being made up from Morris, which turned out 18 men 
under Capt. Glines". 
Marching Orders 

We saw where your men received their marching 
orders in the paper of April 7 and where, on April 9, 
they numbered 400 men, besides 24 officers of com
panies, three fields officers, and five staff officers. 

Were you there on Saturday, April 18, when gaily 
singing, "The Girl I Left Behind Me," the battalion 
left Winnipeg? There's no mention of you, although a 
Union Jack is described. 

We can see that you've been hand sewn. Did 
some wife or sweetheart patiently stitch your bunt
ing? Or did Color Sergts. F. W. Smith, 1. Taylor, H. 1. 
W. Woodside, E. Ellis, R. Scott, W. Wilson or 1. 
Laidler, proudly place the stitches after your bat
talion's arrival at Qu' Appelle station? 

Somehow we would like to think the sergeants 
made you. We can see them dying the colors ofred, 
and blue, and stitches to form the Union Jack in your 
upper left hand comer, and then handsomely painting 
the coat of arms to the lower right. And who stitched 
the letters, "91st BTN Wpg." on the blue of the 
Union Jack? 
General's Reserve 

We know how the battalion formed Gen. F. Mid
dleton's reserve. We've read how they chaffed and 
fretted for action while the gallant 90th won a name 
of distinction. The account of movement to Fort 
Qu' Appelle May 12 is noted. But we can't find refer
ence to you at all. 

We know how your men felt when the Free Press 
reported May 26, a small notation which has now 
become famous, "The following is extracted from a 
private letter written by a member of the 90th bat
talion after the fight at Batoche: 'The half-breeds and 
Indians do not fear the red coat the way they used to. 
They say they do not fear the Mounted Police, but 
they call the 90th battalion the Little Black Devils" . 

By this time Riel was a prisoner. Poundmaker 



surrendered the next day. Were you proudly flying at 
the head of the column that day of June 13, when the 
91st turned back 300 File Hill Indians near the Fort? 
We hope you were unfurled and flying in the breeze. 

We can't trace the movements of your battalion 
through the bloody chase of Big Bear. We know your 
unit marched from Calgary to Edmonton in 19 days. 
They moved like the 95th battalion. You were all 
Winnipeg Infantry - 90th, 91st 92nd, 95th. 

You, old flag, must have been flying when the 
91st returned to Winnipeg, Wednesday, July 22. We 
hope you were proud when Ald. Carruthers told 
members of the battalion, "You have done your duty, 
where and whenever called upon, nobly and well 

" 
Name Changed 

We know that your battalion along with others 
were disbanded after the rebellion and how the regi
ment was reformed a few years later as the 106th and 
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this name later changed to the Winnipeg Light Infan
try. 

The gallant history of your regiment as the 10th 
Battalion is also well known during the war of 
1914-18 and is registered for all time by the Oak Leaf 
insignia which the men of the regiment are now 
entitled to wear on their shoulder flash. This was an 
honor accorded to very few units and was awarded 
when units of the First Division stopped a break
through by four German di visions. The regiment lost 
22 officers and 720 men that day. You would have 
been proud also to have been with the unit at Ypres 
and the other battles where the W.L.I. made history. 

And now, after your adventures back in 1885, the 
gruelling marches on the freezing prairies and your 
long period of oblivion you will now take your right
ful place of honor. The Winnipeg Light Infantry will 
be glad to welcome your return and place you in state 
in their barracks on McGregor street. 



The Airth Family 
My grandfather, James Airth, was born in 

Wilmot, Ontario in 1853. As a young man he came to 
Manitoba where he worked at his trade, a stone 
mason. 

In 1882 he married Caroline Appleyard, daughter 
of Joshua and Mary Ann Appleyard, in the Episcopal 
Church in Stonewall - now the Anglican Church. 
They were the first couple to be married there. There 
were 10 children from this marriage. My father, Al
exander, was born in Fairford, Manitoba in 1891. In 
the early 1900's the family moved to the Okanagan 
Valley of British Columbia. About 1910, James and 
Alex returned to Manitoba. 

James married Alice Vincent. They lived in the 
Stony Mountain area the rest of their lives. They had 
no children. 

Alex married Gwendoline Bowman of Gunton in 
1917. They lived in several parts of Manitoba before 
moving to this district in 1924. Alex operated the 
Langtry Fur Farms for 15 years. Then he purchased 
the Baskin property south of Stonewall where they 
spent the rest of their lives. 

For many years they raised registered Jersey cat
tle. Dad showed cattle at the local fairs and in Bran
don. 

Dad and Mom were "Pop" and "Nanny" to 
grandchildren, great grandchildren and numerous 
neighbors' children who were always welcome in 
their home. 

There were 8 children in the family. They all 
attended the Stonewall Schools. Vivian and Elva 
became teachers, Thelma a registered nurse. During 
the 1939-45 War, Roy and Ivan enlisted in the Air
force, lone was in the Army. Donna died in 1952. 
Frances, the youngest, worked in Winnipeg prior to 
her marriage. 

Vivian married Alan Sheldon in 1941. Following 
Alan's discharge from the Army, they moved to the 
Sheldon farm, 15-13-lE in the Grassmere district. 
They had 3 sons and 3 daughters. Wayne is a camera
man for C. B. c., Meryl, Mrs. Doug Lawrence, lives 
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in St. Albert, Alberta. Verne is employed by North
wood Building Products, Winnipeg. Karen (Mrs. 
Fred Schnerch) is office manager for a pediatrician in 
Winnipeg. Nancy is a laboratory technologist in 
Winnipeg. Larry was killed accidently in 1974. We 
have twelve grandchildren. 

Elva married Jack Broker of Hamilton, Ontario. 
They had 5 children. One son was killed in a car 
accident in Manitoba in 1975. Elva and Jack have 
retired and spend their time in Port Dover, Ontario 
and Texas. 

Thelma married Harry Sheldon in 1947. They 
live in St. James where Harry is a teacher, and 
Thelma, an industrial nurse. They had 3 sons. One 
was killed in a motorcycle accident in 1974. 

Roy married Margaret Leach of Teulon in 1955. 
They live at Ear Falls, Ontario where Roy is em
ployed as a mechanic. They have 2 sons and 2 daugh
ters. 

In 1946 Ivan married Lillian Cannon whose fam
ily lived in Rockwood for a number of years. They 
live at Lockport. They have 2 sons and 2 daughters. 

lone (Ivan's twin) married Lawrence Scott in 
1947. They lived in Winnipeg for a number of years 
before moving to Montreal. Now they reside in Len
noxville, Quebec. Their family includes 2 daughters. 

In 1952 Frances married John Essex whose fam
ily has lived in this area for many years. John spent 
25 years in the Services so they lived in many parts of 
Canada as well as spending four years in Germany. 
Since John's retirement, they live in Amherst, Nova 
Scotia. They have 2 daughters. 

Dad died in 1971, Mother in 1978. Their descen
dants and families now number ninety-six. 

The History of the G. W. Allen Family and 
Farm SE 5-13-lE 
submitted by Bert Allen 

My father, Mr. G. W. Allen, was born in the city 
of Lewes, in Sussex County, England. My mother 
was born in Northhampton. They were married in St. 
Paul's Anglican Church, Northhampton, on Febru-



ary 8, 1903. I was born February 19, 1904 and was 
baptized in the same church in which my parents 
were married. In 1909, my parents, my grandmother, 
Mrs. Allen Sr., and myself, Bert, came to Canada, 
first to Clencaim and then to Somerset, Manitoba in 
1914. Dad came to Grosse Isle in November 1919, to 
take over the C.N.R. pumping stations of Narcisse, 
Erinview and Grosse Isle, with headquarters at 
Grosse Isle. Mother came here in February of 1920. 
They lived for some years in a box-car, (which was 
later used by the section men). 

We bought our Grosse Isle homestead in Septem
ber 1925 from Mr. Ed Hagerman. The house, at that 
time, was little more than a shack, and on the farm 
there was little breaking done. What was broken was 
in small blocks, the smallest about one acre and the 
largest, eight or nine. 

After clearing up the debt on the land, we pro
ceeded to clear the land and also to improve on the 
dwelling. In 1928, we built a kitchen and a shed on 
the north side of the house. We also broke 25 more 
acres. In 1932, we put an addition on the south side of 
the house and put in a basement. The same year, we 
did more breaking-squeezed out the fields and joined 
them together. 

Then came what was known as "the hungry thir
ties" when for a time farm produce was worth very 
little. We sold barley one year for 18 cents a bushel. 
We, like our neighbors, muddled through the lean 
years. In the summer of 1939, we built a 46' x 20' 
hen-house. I did most of the clearing and breaking on 
the farm with what assistance we could obtain. I also 
did a lot of the work on the bUildings. 

Dad and Mother made two return trips by boat to 
England, the first in 1912, for Christmas, staying for 
3 months and the second in 1948 also for 3 months. 
Mother also flew to England in 1950 to attend a 
niece's wedding. 

Through the years there were highlights of plea
sure, as well as of work and achievement. One inci
dent that might be mentioned here was the 
celebration of my parents' 50th wedding anniversary, 
in February 1953. A huge party was held in the 
school and brought everyone from miles around to 
greet the couple on this happy occasion. To top this 
was a larger party, held in our first hall, in February 
1963, to celebrate their 60th anniversary. 

Dad passed away August 8,1963 at the age of86. 
Mother suffered a stroke in September 1964 and went 
into hospital, where she died on February 15, 1965. 

A. J. Allen SE S-13-lE 
submitted by Bert Allen 

I, Albert, more commonly called Bert, came to 
Grosse Isle in 1920. Due to ill health, I had resigned 
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my position with the Union Bank at Altamont, Man
itoba, and had come to live with my parents to 
recuperate. During 1920, I clerked here in Grosse 
Isle, in Mr. A. Lobb's store, which was under the 
management of Mr. Chas. Wright. For one years I did 
odd jobs around Grosse Isle; I put up the ornamental 
fence on the north side of the school grounds (now 
removed). During haying time I worked with neigh
bour William Ridgeway. From 1921-23, I worked for 
Mr. H. S. Corbett, later for Mr. T. Lefley and lastly 
for Mr. John Ridgeway. While I was with Corbetts, 
my parents moved to Deerhom, Manitoba. In 1925, 
Dad bought the homestead SE 5-13-lE, from Mr. Ed 
Hagerman and I moved on to the quarter to operate it. 
Dad stayed on at Deerhorn with the railway and 
Mother came to keep house for me. 

In 1927 I rented the farm from Dad and started 
farming on my own. The next fall I rented the Ridge
way "south Place" (70A) from Mr. William Ridge
way. I worked this land for the next ten years. 

In 1935 I bought the '240' as it was called (SE Y4 
and E V2 34-12-1E) from the National Trust Co. It was 
part of the 'Old West End Realty Farm'. 

In September 1937, Hazel Munro, of Warren and 
I were married. We built our home on Dad's quarter. 
Two little girls, Heather and Judy, were born to bless 
this home. Heather Lynn on August 23rd, 1947 and 
Judith Irene on February 11, 1949. 

For 11 years, we rented the O'Dwyer place (SW 
4-13-lE) and in 1954, we bought this land, with the 
exception of the four-acre house yard. We continued 
to farm this land, the home quarter, and the East place 
until October 1966. (At this time the East place was 
sold to Mr. N. Tataryn.) 

In July 1967, we bought the house, next to the 
church, in the village, from Mr. Roger Domenco. We 
moved to the village, and rented the two houses on 
the farm. 

In April 1968, Mr. William Ridgeway offered to 
purchase the home quarter SE 5-13-IE and SW 
4-13-1E. 

I held an Auction Sale May 11th and Bill took 
possession May 15th and Hazel and I retired. 

On August 31, 1968, Heather married Bryan 
Jensen of Argyle, who was then in radio, and was a 
car salesman for Eastern Sales, presently with 
G.N.R. Rec. Vehicles as service manager. Heather 
after completing her business course worked for 
Crown Zellerbach and Crown Paper until December 
1, 1981. She is presently with International Pacific 
Sales. Heather and Bryan reside in Winnipeg. They 
have two children Tara Leanne born March 16th, 
1976 and Derek Allen born December 29, 1980. 

On June 6, 1970, Judy married Terrence Hogg of 
Warren. After purchasing a mobile home and living 



in the Down's Trailer Court, they bought a lot in 
Warren and moved their home there. They have since 
sold the mobile home and built a modem house on 
the same lot. Terry works for Standard Aero Ltd. in 
the computer department, and Judy at present is 
Accounts receivables clerk at Leo's Sales and Service 
Ltd. in Argyle. They have two children Rayna Lynn 
born September 10, 1974 and Teresa Joy born Octo
ber 30th, 1978. 

I tried to do in these years my share of community 
work, was director on the board of Manitoba Pool 
Elevators at Gordon for 22 years, 15 years as secre
tary. Fourteen years on the board of Rosser consum
ers and the Red River Co-op. Fourteen years people's 
warden at St. Michaels Anglican Church and 5 years 
as President of Grosse Isle Rec. Club, during which 
time the new hall was built and opened in 1967. My 
motto those days was if a district is good enough to 
live in it is good enough to work for. 

Hazel and I have done considerable travelling 
since retirement. Eastern and Western Canada, 
Northern states, Florida, Hawaii and several trips to 
Scotland and England, and last year by bus from 
London to Italy. Hazel's hobby is hand work and 
mine is gardening and carpentry. 

Amy Family History 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 1. Amy were born in Jersey, 

the largest of the Channel Islands. 
Mrs. (Elsie) Amy came to Perth, Ontario in 1908 

with her father and worked there for two years. In 
1910 her father returned to Jersey to bring the rest of 
the family to Canada. Alfred Amy accompanied 
them and he and Elsie were married and travelled 
west to Winnipeg. He worked as a printer for the 
Stovel Printing Press and Elsie who was a dressmaker 
by trade took in private dressmaking in her home. 
Fred was born in 1912. In November 1917 they pur
chased the North-West V4 of 32-14-lE from Mr. Boyd 
Sr. In Feb. 1918 Tom was born. They took up mixed 
farming with cattle, grain, hogs and poultry. They 
farmed with horses until the late 1930's when the first 
tractor was purchased. In 1931 they bought a 1925 
Model T. Ford car which has been partially restored 
and is used in the parade at the local fairs each year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Amy retired in 1959 and spent the 
winters in California and the West Coast for 21 years 
before and after retirement. 

Mr. Amy served many years on the Argyle 
School Board and was instrumental in planting the 
native spruce trees which border the school grounds 
to this day. He was an avid gardener and many people 
called in to see his beautiful flower beds which bor
dered the well-kept lawns and small fruit orchard. 

Mrs. Amy was a cheerful hard working woman 
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always ready to lend a hand with chores, stooking, 
grain cleaning, and running errands for parts or sup
plies. Her hobbies were needlework and caring for 
her family. 

They enjoyed entering exhibits of flowers, vege
tables, grain, sheaves and other produce at the local 
fairs. 

Fred and Tom attended school at Argyle and were 
active in 4-H. They helped at home until they married 
and started farming on their own. 

Fred and Gwen farm nearby and had five chil
dren. 

Charles, his wife Marjorie and daughter Sherri 
live on the original farm. 

George was accidentally killed in a highway acci
dent. His daughter Corey lives in Stonewall with her 
mother. 

Reg, his wife Lois and sons Shaun and Lee live 
north of the original farm. 

Darlene and Rick Schott and Tyson and Denise 
reside at Woodlands. 

Elsie and Rorie O'Connor and daughter Chrystal 
also live at Woodlands. 

Tom and his wife Eleanor farmed close by the 
family farm until they retired in 1980. They have two 
children. 

Eleanor and her husband Alfred Penner live at 
Steinbach. They have four children - Douglas, 
David, Judy and Heather. 

Clifford and his wife Helen took over the family 
farm and are operating a farrowing to finishing hog 
enterprise. They have two children Derrick and Ni
cole. 

Robert Anderson 1852-1936 
SE Y418-14-1E 
by Miss P. Anderson 

Robert Anderson was the fifth son of Thomas and 
Margaret (Elliot) Anderson. Both parents were born 
in Scotland and came to Canada when they were 
quite young. They lived in Paisley Block, Guelph, 
Ont. until 1873 when they decided to migrate to 
Manitoba. They travelled by boat to Fargo, N.D. At 
Fargo, they met a family by the name of Broadfoot 
who were also going to Manitoba. Grandfather had a 
team of horses so the women and girls rode with 
Grandfather. The men and boys came with Mr. 
Broadfoot, who had a yoke of oxen. This was a very 
hard trip, but having company made it easier. This 
was an uneventful journey. In Winnipeg they parted. 
The Broadfoots went to Gladstone, Manitoba and 
Grandfather and family settled in Old Kildonan. 
They lived there for a few years. Some of the family 
settled in the Kildonan area; others came out to 
Stonewall with Grandfather. Grandfather applied for 



Anderson House, 1898. SE 18-14-1E. 

homestead rights on SE 18-14-1E but never made any 
improvements on it. Father took over in 1878. 

On January 1st, 1880 father and mother were 
married. They drove from Brant to Old Kildonan 
Presbyterian Church by horses and sleigh and were 
married by the Rev. John Black. They returned to the 
homestead on the same day. I remember mother 
telling me that they had 50¢ cash and, of course, 
some stock, poultry, and farm machinery. But they 
managed to get along. Food was purchased mostly by 
the exchange of farm products - butter, eggs, etc. 

Their first home was a small log house. In 1892, 
they built a stucco house which is still lived in by 
grandson David Anderson. 

Their family consisted of three sons and three 
daughters the boys being the older. My brothers 
said there were more stones to be picked (mostly 
granite) and more oak roots to be dug out than on any 
other place in the area, but it was good land when 
cultivated. Too bad my brothers didn't know that 
many tons of that granite stone was later sold to a 
construction company and used at St. Ambrose to 
keep the suckers (fish) from getting into the Delta. 

Father retired from the farm in 1909 and moved to 
Stonewall. His youngest son, Peter, took over the 
farm. Peter's youngest son, David, owns the farm 
now. 

Father was always interested in the community. 
He was on the original committee that organized the 
Brant School. He was Secretary-Treasurer for the 
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school many years. He was also on the committee 
that was instrumental in forming the first church, the 
Brant-Argyle Presbyterian Church. He, his son Pe
ter, and grandson David, have sold the cemetery lots 
for over one hundred years. Father was one of the first 
elders of the church and also a superintendent of the 
Sunday school there for some years. 

Although Father did not have an opportunity to 
attend school beyond the eighth grade, he was a good 
reader and a self-educated man, being well versed in 
many things and always interested in people. No one 
was ever turned away from our door hungry. Many 
people travelled to Winnipeg for many miles north of 
us (by horses and sleigh), and made our home an 
over-night stopping place. Horses were fed and had 
an over night shelter and we were never without fish 
during the winter months. 

Mother had few idle moments by the time she fed 
us, made all our clothes, and incidentally, gave us 
good nursing care. She never had nursing training 
but helped Dr. McLeod at many confinements in the 
community. 

Father was a good gardener and much of our 
living came from our garden. The basement was 
always well stocked with food for winter. He had 
planted raspberries, currants (red, white, and black), 
gooseberries, wild plums, and crabapples. We were 
lucky having a good diet. There was wild fruit in 
quantities on the farm. Among the fruits native to the 
farm, were white and pink saskatoons. The Manitoba 



Agriculture College told us that they were rare and in 
small quantities in some areas of Manitoba. 

We owe much to these hardy pioneers who 
planned well and withstood many hardships. 

The Appleyard Family 
by Mrs. Bert Jones 

In 1874 the late Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Appleyard 
and family left Bruce Township of Carrich, Ontario 
for Manitoba, they made the trip by boat up the great 
lakes to Fort William a~d by train to Moorehead, 
they then got the steam boat "International" and 
landed at Fort Garry, where Main Street now crosses 
Assiniboine River on July 11, 1874. After a year in 
Winnipeg they decided that farming was better so 
they homestead NW Y4 27-13-lE to be their future 
home, with hard work and their faith never daunted 
and they accomplished the happy home they set out 
to get. They had four sons and six daughters. The 
farm is now owned by their great grandson Ken 
Appleyard and wife Viola. 

In 1883 their eldest son Henry Appleyard decided 
to farm for himself, so he homesteaded on the SW Y4 
22-13-1E. He farmed this farm till 1920 when he 
retired and moved to Stonewall, his son Herb carried 
on the farm till he passed away in January 1979. Now 
Herb's son Gordon and wife Ellen are on the same 
farm. 

Henry Appleyard married his neighbour's daugh
ter Catherine Munro on February 25,1886. They had 
a family of 5 boys and 4 girls. Three of the family still 
survive, Mrs. F. Perry of Rosewood Lodge, Robert 
and wife Amy of Stonewall and Mrs. Bert Jones from 
Warren. 

Appleyard Reunion, July 22nd, 1934. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Henry Appleyard. 

The Appleyard home was always a welcome 
place to the people from the west, travelling to Win
nipeg. The trip used to take 3 or 4 days. 

Mrs. H. Appleyard passed away February, 1957 
and Mr. H. Appleyard in July 1958. They were laid to 
rest in a place that was dear to their hearts, 
"Grassmere Cemetery". Through their married life, 
they both worked hard for Grassmere Church and the 
community. 

History of Herb and Reva Appleyard and 
Gordon and Enen Appleyard 
by Ted Ward 

Herb Appleyard (third son of Henry and Cath
erine) married Reva Sibbald (third daughter of Tom 
and Anne) in 1919. Reva was raised in the district of 
Victoria in this municipality. She was the grand
daughter of John Sutherland, leader of the Opposi
tion of the first legislature of Manitoba. 



Herb and Reva Appleyard with their first three grandchildren, 
Shirley and Gordon Barr and Kathy Mollard, 1953. 

Herb and Reva took up residence on the farm 
homesteaded by Herb's father. They had four chil
dren. Willa Barr, Helen Mallard and Donna Ward. 
The girls still residing in this municipality are found 
elsewhere in this book under their married name. 
Gordon was the youngest and only son born to Herb 
and Reva. Reva died in 1957 and in 1962 Herb mar
ried Harriet Barratt. Herb lived on the homestead 
until his death in 1979. He never ventured out of 
Manitoba. He was a staunch member of the 
Grassmere United Church. Herb is remembered for 
his remarkable memory of past events and for re
membering everyone's birthday man, woman, 
and child in the district. Harriet Appleyard died three 
months after her husband's death. 

Herb and Reva's son Gordon married Ellen Pen
ner from Wallsingham, Ontario, in the year 1960. 
They reside on the old homestead. Gordon farms and 
also drives a school bus for the Interlake School 
Division. Gordon is also a member of the Pool Eleva
tor and an active member in the Odd Fellows Lodge. 
Gordon and Ellen have two children. Lyle, the oldest 
attends the University of Manitoba. Their daughter, 
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Shelley, is in Grade Two. Gordon and Ellen have 
remodelled the old house that was built in 1905. 

The following poem was written for Herb Apple
yard by his daughter Donna, shortly after his death. 

Dad 
I know not why God took you as he passed by 
For I can only see my mortal view 
I only know that as the days roll on by 
I often stop and shed a tear for you. 
I know not why we cannot have you present 
But mine is not to judge or question why 
Yet when I see a team of Clydesdale horses, 
I'll think of you and tears may dim my eyes. 

I'll think of you when I behold a sunrise 
For you, that was the best part of the day 
I'll think of you when wheat stands straight and 

tall, Dad 
Or when I smell a field of new mown hay. 
When Spring's first flock of geese were heading 

northward 
You'd stand and watch them winging 'cross the 

blue 
I'll think of you when I hear children laughing 
The little ones they meant so much to you. 

A parent's love knows no restrictive boundaries 
And only death can keep us far apart, 
The many happy memories you have left us 
We'II treasure for a lifetime in our heart. 
You know we long to have you back among us 
But that can never be so we are told 
Someday we'l1 meet and there will be no parting 
Your work worn hands once more we'll clasp and 

hold. 

The Hugh Appleyard Family 
submitted by Mrs. Appleyard 

Hugh Appleyard was the second son of the late 
Henry and Catherine Appleyard of Stonewall. He 
was born July 20, 1892 at Grassmere. He owned and 
farmed the SW 15-13-1E in the Municipality of Rock
wood. He later sold the farm to Walter Essex. The 
farm is now owned by Walter's son George and wife 
Jean. 

Hugh moved to Stonewall in 1921 and started 
auctioneering which he continued doing for many 
years. He also sold real estate, farm machinery and 
cars. 

He served on the Stonewall Council as Mayor for 
nine years, 1937-39, 1944-49, 1952-53 and 1967, and 
always took a keen interest for the betterment of the 
town. 

He was one of the original members of the Doctor 
Evelyn Memorial Hospital board and worked hard 
along with the board in building the hospital. 



Mr. Hugh Appleyard. 

He was a member of the Knox Presbyterian 
Church, was Chairman of the Board of Managers, 
also an elder of the church. 

Mrs. Hugh Appleyard. 

In November 1923 he married the former Edna 
Bouskill and they had one son, Donald. 

Their second son died at birth. 
Hugh passed away June 20, 1973. 
Their son Donald served four years in the Armed 

Forces in World War Two and was on occupational 
duty in Germany for two years. 

After returning home he attended the University 
of Manitoba and graduated in pharmacy in May of 
1950. They built a new pharmacy in Stonewall and 
with a fellow graduate, Ken Reanie they started busi
ness in 1950. 

Three years later they bought the drug store at 
Lundar and Ken and his wife moved to Lundar. Later 
they sold the store at Lundar and Ken went into 
business for himself and bought a drug store at Rus
sell, Manitoba. 

In 1977 Don built Westside Plaza in Stonewall 
and has a new pharmacy in the plaza. 

He is a member of the Knox Presbyterian Church 
and is clerk of session and also an elder of the church. 

He married the former Patricia McFee in 1954 
and they have five sons and two daughters-in-law. 

Wayne and wife Cyndi "Maddock". Wayne is 
employed at Bristol Aerospace Ltd. at the Rockwood 
plant. 
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Lawrence and wife Lindy "Woods". Larry is 
pricing analyst, marketing and sales with C.P.R., 
Winnipeg. 

Vernon is in his fourth year at the University of 
Manitoba in "Pharmacy". 

Kevin graduated from Stonewall Collegiate class 
in 1981 and is presently employed with 1. S. Sports
wear Limited in Winnipeg. 

Lyn, the youngest son, is in Grade 10 at Stone
wall Collegiate. 

M. Arnason Family 
Mundi Amason has lived for the past sixty three 

years in the village of Teulon. He was born in Win
nipeg 1895, and with his parents and two sisters 
moved to a homestead in the Frammes area, north 
west of Arborg (age 10) in 1905. 

He served overseas with the 223rd Canadian 
Scandinavians and the 107th 2nd Canadian Battalion 
from 1916 to 1919; returning to the Arborg district. 
On August 19, 1919 he moved to Teulon taking up 
residence with his mother on a farm south west of 
Teulon. 

In 1924 he married Ruth Johnson, daughter of 
Andrew and Hannah Johnson. Ruth was born in 
Chicago in 1900 and with her parents and one sister, 
came to Canada in 1904, settling on a farm south west 
of Teulon. 

The early years of Mundi and Ruth's marriage 
were spent farming. In 1937 they bought 5 acres on 
the Erinview Road (224) a mile and a half south west 
of Teulon. Mundi worked as a carpenter for many 
years; also serving in the Army during the second 
World War. 

They retired to Teulon in the early 70's and en
joyed good health until 1980 when Ruth entered 
Goodwin Lodge. Mundi joined her there in 1981. 
Ruth passed away on April 3, 1982. Mundi is a 
resident of Goodwin Lodge and is enjoying fairly 
good health. He likes nothing better than a good 
game of cribbage. 

There are three daughters; Mrs. Helgi Austman 
(Lillian), Mrs. Don Latta (Betty), and Mrs. Ernie 
Madill (Kay). 

The Baldock Family 
by Mrs. E. Murray 

Mr. George P. Baldock was born in London, 
England in 1877, and emigrated to Canada in 1905. 
He had served three years with the Royal Dragoons in 
South Africa, during the Boer War, prior to coming 
to Canada. 

The first summer he worked near Virden, Man
itoba with a harvesting gang. He then spent some 
time working in Winnipeg before coming to Bal-



moral, where he first worked for Mr. Ed Mollard, 
and later for Mr. J. H. McClure, both in the saw mill, 
north of Teulon, and the brickyard which was located 
south of Balmoral. 

His wife, the former Lottie McClure, was the 
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. McClure, 
and after their wedding, they went to Regina where 
they lived for three or four years and where their two 
eldest children were born. 

They returned to the Balmoral district and in 1916 
moved to a farm one and one half miles west of the 
village. There they raised a family of ten children, 
five girls and five boys namely; Elva (Mrs. G. Touch
ard, Pomoua, Calif.), Ella (Mrs. R. W. Murray, 
Stonewall), Frank (who took over the family farm in 
1949), Melville (Whistler, B.C.), Norma (Mrs. W. 
H. Ross, Winnipeg), Bertha (Mrs. R. G. Jeffery, 
Balmoral), John (killed in action in Italy, 1944), Edith 
(Mrs. J. Brady, Wynyard, Sask.), Howard (Van
couver, B.C.), Robert (Winnipeg). 

Three sons Frank, Melville and John served over
seas in the second World War. Howard also joined the 
Armed Forces but was too young to go overseas. 
Later, in 1951, the youngest son Robert, joined the 
Air Force and was stationed at many bases in Canada, 
including the far north, and also seven years in West
ern Germany. He retired in 1980 with almost thirty 
years service. 

Mrs. Baldock passed away in 1949, just a few 
months after retiring from the farm, and Mr. Baldock 
died in 1954. The eldest son, Frank is still on the 
family farm, and his son expects to continue farming 
there. 

The Barbour Family 
submitted by Flo. Barbour 

Humphrey Barbour was a merchant and was born 
in 1718. He was married to Jane Dickie in 1739 Reg. 
of Irvine, Scotland and died at County of Stewarton, 
Scotland. This couple had at least three children as 
follows: John baptized on July 5, 1740, Humphrey 
born approximately in 1745, Jane born and baptized 
on October 15, 1750. 

The son, Humphrey Barbour, was married in 
1770 in Stewarton, Scotland, to Janet Stewart who 
was born in 1750 in County of Ayr, Scotland. 
Humphrey (a merchant) and Janet had six children as 
follows: Mary born April 24, 1772 (died young), 
Isobel born October 26, 1773, John (our ancestor) 
born September 15, 1775, William born October 27, 
1777, Mary born January 14, 1780, Robert born 
December 17, 1784. 

The son, John Barbour, married Margaret Bar
clay who was born on December 16, 1789, and they 
had four children as follows: Margaret born October 
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James and Marion (King) Barbour and son, John B. Barbour. 

19, 1815, Isabella born October 10, 1819, Elizabeth 
born January 10, 1826, James born December 18, 
1828. 

James Barbour married Marion King, who was 
born on June 8, 1828, in Kilmarnock, Scotland on 
December 13, 1850. They sailed to America in a 
sailing vessel which took one month from Scotland. 
About 1854 they settled in Kleinburg, Ontario. James 
built his home and tannery on the bank of the Humber 
River. James bought the first steam engine and boiler 
made by John Able and Company at their plant at 
Woodbridge, Ontario. They had two sons, John Bar
clay born in 1863 and James born in 1866. September, 
1874 several families with James Barbour started on 
their trip west. They booked passage on the "Francis 
Smith" steamer for the trip along Lake Superior to 
Port Arthur, Ontario. It was called "Prince Arthur 
Landing" at that time. They boarded the steamer at 
Collingwood, Ontario and it took four days for the 
trip. James Barbour took one trotting horse, two 
bulldogs, red winged game cockerel and hen, and 
household effects. The steamer docked in Port 
Arthur and the boys looked over the sides at the fish 
which were so thick around the steamer. The Bar-



bours travelled out Dawson Road 47 miles to Sheban
dowan Lake, by carts and horses, then on barges over 
the river and lakes to Kenora. On the way they 
stopped for wood and watched Indians along the river 
banks. From Kenora they went to Winnipeg with 
wagon and horses. 

Marion (King) Barbour told the story about there 
being a black stallion on the steamer, belonging to 
James Barbour, and a storm came up and they had to 
put the stallion over board to lighten the load. Aunt 
Frances remembers this story because it was told to 
her as a girl and she was upset as she liked horses. 
They picked land (out of a hat some said) a section 30 
miles north of Winnipeg which James named the 
settlement Balmoral after Balmoral Castle in Scot
land. The family lived at Shoal Lake for the winter 
and built their house the following summer. They 
cleared land and used the south half section. James 
Barbour Sr. raised carrier pigeons and exhibited them 
at a fair in Winnipeg. A small mill at Teulon was used 
to grind flour and cereals with large stones. Later 
they used windmills for this work. Green Maple 
wood was used for smoking hams. Everyone made 
their own lye for soap, etc. In 1881 on July 1st James 
won first prize for his white ox in the races. There 
were five oxen competing and some gambling took 
place on these races. Marion and James celebrated 
their Golden Wedding in 1900. James died in 1913 
and Marion in 1907 at Balmoral. 

The boys, John and James were very musical and 
played in the Balmoral Band also sang in the choir. 
James, the son, married Sarah Black and they had 
four children as follows: Wallace, Gordon, Marion 
and Alice. They remained on the south one-half 
section with the parents, James and Marion. 

Before John Barclay Barbour was married he 
started to clear the front quarter section at Balmoral 
and raised grain, etc. He built his home on the front 
quarter of the north half section. John Barclay mar
ried Frances Crooks on December 29,1886 at Rapid 
City, Manitoba where her mother lived. Frances 
Crooks taught school at Millford, Manitoba and at 
Balmoral in the log school house. Her grandparents 
were Colonel Butler and Jim Crooks. The boat, 
"Lord Nelson", belonged to her grandfather Jim 
Crooks and was sunk in the War of 1812 by the United 
States. In 1927 Frances received a sum of money for 
her share of the Lord Nelson. Frances Isabella served 
as a School Trustee and President of the Ladies' Aid 
of the Church. 

In 1902 Frances and John Barclay Barbour pre
sented a large Bible and Psalms for use in the pulpit at 
Victoria Church near Balmoral. Victoria Church was 
built in 1883 near Balmoral. John Barclay played the 
trumpet in the local band. They won prizes playing 
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all around Winnipeg, Carman, Brandon, etc. For 
years he was secretary for the Independent Order of 
Foresters Insurance. He was School Trustee several 
times and was Superintendent of the Sunday School 
and also taught a class as long as Aunt Frances Watt 
can remember (our Sundays were really a day of 
rest). We had an organ at our house and some of us 
learned to play on it. 

Around 1900 John Barclay Barbour hired men to 
cut wood on the back quarter section. They lived in 
log houses while working there. Father raised 20 
acres or more of potatoes. They employed people 
from a settlement from Galicia living north of the 
farm who lived in log houses and had an oven outside 
to bake bread, etc. The bread was hard and black. 
They ate huge quantities of onions and garlic. John 
Barclay claimed that was why they had teeth like 
pearls (The Galicians). At some stage John Barclay 
and his wife bought cows and started sending milk to 
the creamery in Winnipeg. Around 1900 they built 
the bam with a stone wall eight feet high or so. They 
were just finihing it when the wind blew it down. The 
neighbors had a bee and rebuilt it (the lumber part). 
About 1901 the grasshoppers ate everything in sight. 
John Barclay Barbour had to get a mortgage on his 
farm to buy seed for the next crop. The bam must 
have been built at that time. John Barclay travelled all 
over by horse and cutter or buggy, as Assessor. The 
foreigners gave him a feather mattress to sleep on and 
one on top of him. About 1907, they decided that they 
should move west (cheap land) and homestead. This 
was quite a trip to Makaroff, Manitoba. The weather 
was against them and the crops froze. It was fortunate 
that they only rented out the farm at Balmoral. John 
Barclay and Frances had a large family as follows: 

1. James Leroy born 1888 at Balmoral, Man. 
married Elsa Florence Watt. 

Back Row: John, Mary, Jas. Middle Row: Agnes, Frances, 
Grandpa Jas., Marion (King) Barbour, Sarah. Front: Frances, 
Ruth, Ethel, Jack. 



2. Marion born 1889 at Balmoral, Man. died 
1889. 

3. Mary Naomi born 1890 at Balmoral, Man. 
married Scott C. Hewitt. 

4. Agnes Olive born 1892 at Balmoral, Man. 
married John Clifford Treleaven. 

5. John King born 1894 at Balmoral married Ada 
Clark. 

6. Frances Edith born 1895 at Balmoral, Man. 
married Herbert James Watt (BVS). 

7. Ruth Hazel born 1898 at BalmoraI, Man. mar
ried Sidney Maddocks. 

8. Ethel Claressa born 1900 at Balmoral, Man. 
married Ray Parker. 

9. Alan St. Clair born 1908 at Makaroff, Man. 
married Mary Panton. 

John Barclay Barbour died October 11, 1914. 
Frances Barbour sold the farm to John King Barbour, 
her son, and bought a house in the Village of Bal
moral and later moved to Burnaby, B.C. with her son 
Alan. Frances died April 9, 1951. 

R. G. Treleaven, son of Agnes (Barbour) Tre
leaven, visited and recorded some of the Barbour 
history as told by Frances (Barbour) Watt of Thunder 
Bay, Ontario. 

John (Jack) King Barbour took over the running 
of the farm. In 1923 he married Ada Clark of Bal
moral formerly of Victoria, P.E.I. Jack had a milk 
contract and shipped by train to Crescent Creamery. 
Later it was picked up in the yard by Safety Freight 
Transfer driven by Fred Croy. The farm life was 
changing from horses to tractors, from threshers to 
combines. Jack had one of the first combines in this 
district, his swather was made from an old Binder. He 
was growing potatoes and during the dry spell in 
Saskatchewan he sold to the government nine cars of 
five hundred bags each by rail to Saskatchewan. 
BalmoraI also sent one or two cars of mixed vegeta
bles as a gift. In 1939 the power came at that time and 
the windmill was retired. We had a daily train from 
1910 until after the war because cars were not used 
much in the winter as the roads were impassable. 

Men from Balmoral would go up north camping 
out to hunt moose at Chatfield and Hodgson. Jack 
played hockey during the McDowell Cup Years, also 
on the team were his brothers-in-law, Doug and Percy 
Clark. The McDowell Cup which they had won was 
destroyed in one of the fires in Balmoral. 

The McLaren Hall was destroyed at the same 
time. A Mr. Meadows was renting the building for an 
Ice Cream Parlor, upstairs was the hall where dances 
were held. The SkinkleHotel, Leo's Pool Room, Roy 
Barbour's store house and Mr. Waterer's store build
ing were all destroyed in 1924. The Post Office was in 
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the same building, however, Miss Skinkle saw that all 
Mail and Equipment was saved. 

Jack and Ada Barbour had three children as fol
lows: Jean Caroline born 1930. Jean attended school 
in Balmoral then trained at St. Boniface Hospital to 
become a Registered Nurse. She married Robert 
Boris Kuran from Balmoral and they had four chil
dren: Robert John born 1958, James Maxwell born 
1960, Raymond Allan born 1962, William Stephen 
born 1967. They reside in Montreal. 

Ethel May born 1933. Ethel attended Balmoral 
and Stonewall schools then went to Manitoba Univer
sity taking Home Economics; upon graduating she 
spent one year in Minnesota. She married Robert 
Eric Gottfred and they had four children: Craig Eric 
born 1956 married Nancy Patricia Ames, Sheila 
Jean born 1957, Kenneth John born 1962, Nancy Ann 
Elizabeth born 1965. They reside in Winnipeg. 

John Frederick born 1935. John attended school 
in Balmoral then worked for C.N.R. on the Tele
graph, later a brakeman for the C.P. and Pacific Great 
Eastern. He married Florence Elizabeth Allen and 
they had four children: Glenn Allen born 1960, 
Douglas John born 1961, Calvin Roy born 1965, Dale 
Ernest born 1970. They reside on the home farm NE 
12-15-lE, Balmoral, Manitoba. 

Jack quit the milk contract and went into raising 
hogs until 1960 when he sold the home farm to his 
son, John. He bought the land across the road and 
had a Co-op house moved on. Jack and John cleared 
the rest of this land. Jack died May 23, 1971. Ada 
Barbour resides on the farm NW 7-15-2E. 

John Frederick Barbour married Florence Allen 
on May 23, 1959 in Winnipeg. They lived and 
worked in Winnipeg for a year and in the spring of 
1960 he took over running the family farm. The old 
house was replaced in 1966 and a new bam for hogs 
was built in 1968. The old bam with the stone wall 
still provides shelter for the cattle. John coached 
hockey in Balmoral when his sons, Glenn, Doug and 
Calvin were playing. This year, 1982, Calvin and 
Dale curled in the Junior Curling. 

The family received a certificate from the Man
itoba Centennial Corporation in 1970. "Designated a 
Manitoba Centennial Farm is the land in the Rural 
Municipality of Rockwood and farmed since 1872 by 
the forebears of The Barbour Family." A certificate 
and bronze plaque were received from the R.M. of 
Rockwood in 1980 for the land 12-15-lE. 

Harry and Nettie Bazyk 
by Mrs. J. Kropelnicki 

Our father, Harry Bazyk, came from the Ukraine 
as a young lad, and worked in Winnipeg for C.P.R. 
He married Nettie Luciw who also emigrated from 



Family of Harry and Nettie 8azyk. 

the Ukraine with her parents Harry and Nettie Luciw. 
Nettie's parents took a homestead at Pleasant Home, 
Manitoba. After Harry and Nettie got married they 
also moved to Pleasant Home, Manitoba, on a home
stead. 

My parents had six children, one son and five 
daughters. 

My parents farmed for 40 years and it was very 
hard times, everyone worked very hard to clear the 
land. Oxen were used to pull the plow to break up 
some land for seeding. We all pitched in picking 
roots and stones. 

My dad and brother John had to go out working to 
make some money. They were stooking, pitching hay 
and working with threshing, hauling sheaves for 75¢ 
a day. It surely was hard times, but good times. The 
older girls went picking potatoes for Mr. Shaw in 
Balmoral for 50¢ a day. My dad had a very good 
friend on the farm, they always helped each other, the 
late Bill Persoage. 

After farming all those years my parents moved 
to Winnipeg to make an easier life for themselves. 
Dad worked for the C.P.R. for a couple of years 
while in Winnipeg, until his death at age 63. Mother 
is still living at age 86 and is in good health. 

Son John got married to Anne Gleva of Komamo. 
They have one son, Richard. Brother John died at age 
thirty-four. 
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Anne, the eldest daughter, got married in 1940 to 
John Kropelnicki, who served five and one half years 
overseas with the Canadian Army. They have two 
children; Carol, is a teacher for Success Business 
College, and Allan, is a salesman for Wilson Auto 
Electric. They also have two granddaughters, Tracy 
and Cindy Akerman. 

Mary was married in 1942 to Mike Bodie. He 
also served overseas with the Canadian Army. They 
have two children: Sharon a school teacher, and 
Wayne with the R.C.M.P. They have two grand
children Kevin and Krista Marsh. 

Helen married Henry Heibert who was with the 
Winnipeg Police Force for 31 years. He is now re
tired. They have three children: Kenny is a Building 
Contractor, Pat Johnston is a housewife, and June 
Olynik is working for Federal Government. They 
have two grandchildren, Cody and Michelle 
Johnston. 

Jean has been employed with Robinson Little 
Company for 30 years. She is now retired and lives 
with Mother. 

Pauline, the youngest, is married to Nick Skin
ner. He is employed with the C.P.R. 

Clifford Forbes Bishop -1886-1957 
Sarah Isabella (Hall) Bishop - 1887-
submitted by E. Buck 

Clifford Bishop was born in the Rockwood Dis
trict in 1886. His father William John Bishop, 
originally from Barrie, Ontario, arrived in 1870 and 
his mother Ellen Cunnard Forbes carne to Rockwood 
to join her husband in 1873. From this union there 
were five sons and four daughters: - Branson, 
Oliver, Charles, Clifford, Lawrence, Elizabeth, Car
rie, Lola and Adelaide. Lawrence is the only surviv
ing member. 

The family homesteaded one mile east of Rock
wood School on the property which in later years was 
known as the "Wieneke Farm" until 1895, when they 
moved to the Greenwood District. In 1897 they 
moved to Stonewall and resided there until 1901 
when the family moved to Winnipeg. Clifford re
mained in Stonewall. 

In 1907 Clifford was married to Sarah Isabella 
(Sadie) Hall, daughter of John Hall and Harriet Emi
ly Good, daughter of Edward Good. From this union 
there were six children: - Charles (deceased 1957), 
Nellie (Mrs. S. Shead) resides in Winnipeg, Dorothy 
(Mrs. F. Gorai) resides in Portage la Prairie, Emily 
(Mrs. 1. Buck) Stonewall, John (Fay Howard) Win
nipeg, Lillian (deceased 1967). 

Cliff (as he was known) was in the butcher busi
ness all his life. Among some, with whom he was 
associated over the years, were: Jim Walton, 



Richard Buck, Mr. Braden, Fred Neal, Jack Jones, 
Harry Eades and Howard Bennet. 

Cliff, Jack Jones and Harry Eades were partners 
in the business known as the Stonewall Meat Market 
for a number of years. The business was located on 
the comer of Centre Street and Main Street where the 
Lucky Dollar Store is to-day. They had their own 
slaughterhouse and smoke house. Cliff bought cattle 
from the farmers throughout the district and did the 
slaughtering. He also did the curing and smoking of 
meats. The slaughterhouse was located on the proper
ty presently owned by his daughter - Emily Buck. 
They also operated a meat delivery service for years 
through Warren, Rosser and Lilyfield districts. 

Cliff and Sadie continued to operate the business 
until his death in 1957. The business was then sold to 
Mel H. Stewart. 

Cliff was an ardent sportsman - hunting, curl
ing, hockey and basebalL He was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge, Stonewall, and the Native Sons of 
Canada. 

Cliff served on the Town of Stonewall Council 
from 1931-1938; 1940-1947. 

Sadie is a resident of Rosewood Lodge, Stone
wall. 

Daniel Henry Beedy 
Dan Beedy was born in Peotone, Illinois, U. S. A. 

on February 12th, 1869. 
On November 14, 1895 Mr. Beedy married Miss 

Lucy Jane George of Fairfield, Illinois. 
They came to Canada on March 10, 1905 with 

their two daughters, Margaret and Orrel and settled 
on a farm in the Grassmere district where they re
sided until 1920. 

After leaving the farm they purchased the flour 
and feed business from Mr. George Saundry, selling 
out to the late Mrs. R. Buck in December, 1927. 

Mr. and Mrs. Beedy were both staunch members 
of the United Church. 

Mr. Beedy died October 16,1949 and Mrs. Beedy 
passed away February 2, 1960. 

John D. Sinclair (Jack) and Mabel M. 
Sinclair 

Son and daughter of the late James Sinclair and 
wife Mary who moved from OriIlia, Ontario in 1902. 
They settled on a farm in the Centre School district 
where they resided until their deaths. 

James Sinclair passed away in 1923 and Mary 
Sinclair died in 1943. 

Jack carried on farming until his death in 1946. 
He was married to Orrel Beedy in 1923. The farm 
was sold in 1949 and Orrel and Mabel moved to 
Stonewall. 
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In 1955 Orrel was married to Harold Young of 
Fort William, Ontario. Mabel later moved to Fort 
William where she passed away in 1965. Harold died 
on October 11, 1980. Orrel still resides in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario. 

Ernst Kern 
Ernst Kern was born in Bulach, Switzerland on 

November 14, 1898. 
He immigrated to Canada in 1926 and was hired 

the same year by Bill Stewart. 
He has watched three generations growing up. 
Em still resides on the Stewart farm. 

Duncan and Effie Campbell 
Mr. and Mrs. Campbell came west in 1874 from 

Eldon County, Ontario. It is recorded that they came 
west by boat or likely a freighter to what is now 
Kenora. Then via the Dawson route by Red River 
wagon to Fort Garry (now Winnipeg). 

Duncan Campbell had six brothers and four sis
ters. Two of these girls, Catherine (Mrs. Archie 
Wood), and Margaret (Mrs. Bill Ross) were the first 
women to take up homesteads in Manitoba. 

Effie Campbell (nee McQuarrie) had six broth
ers, the four oldest born in Mull, Scotland. 

Duncan and Effie Campbell who had five sons 
and four daughters homesteaded on the farm now 
owned by their grandson Fraser Campbell. This farm 
was a Century Farm and Stewart Campbell great 
grandson of Duncan Campbell received the plaque. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Campbell (Red Bill) 
William John was the youngest son of Duncan 

and Effie Campbell. After his father's death he took 
over the home farm. 

On November 19, 1919 he married Isabel Fraser, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James C. Fraser of Green
wood. 

Throughout his life Red Bill as he was affection
ately known, gave his support to all community 
undertakings, the church, the school, and the Munic
ipality. For years he represented Ward 5 on Rock
wood council and also acted for a considerable time 
as Reeve. He was M.L.A for Rockwood until his 
death in 1949 at the age of fifty four. 

Mrs. Campbell passed away April 17, 1978 at 
eighty four years of age. 

Bill and Isabel Campbell had a family of four. 
Helen married Herb Skogan of Teulon. They have 
three children, Bill, Bert, and Karen. Marion mar
ried Beedy Stewart of Stonewall. They have two 
daughters, Peggy and Qebbie. Annabell married 
John Bueckert of Toronto. They have two children, 
Bill and Christine. Their only son Fraser married 



Shirley Stewart of Stonewall. They have one son, 
Stewart. 

William James Stewart 
William James (Bill) Stewart was the third son 

born to Alexander and Mary Stewart of Qu' Appelle, 
Saskatchewan. He had five brothers; John, Robert, 
Walter, Donald and Charles. He moved with his 
family to the Lilyfield district in the late nineties. 

In 1914 he bought the Ernie Gulland farm in the 
Rural Municipality of Rockwood. In 1920 he married 
Margaret Josephine Beedy. They had two daughters, 
Eileen (Mrs. Hubert Flett) of Selkirk, Shirley (Mrs. 
Fraser Campbell) of Teulon, and one son Beedy. 

Bill Stewart was a councillor on the Rockwood 
Municipal council for twenty six years representing 
ward two and was a valued member of the Board of 
the Stonewall Hospital since its inception. 

He died suddenly at his Stonewall farm home 
April 10, 1961 at sixty nine years of age. 

Alexander Beedy Stewart 
Beedy, only son of Bill and Margaret Stewart was 

born January 6, 1926 on the farm on which he now 
resides and operates. 

He attended school at Phipps, Tecumseh and 
Stonewall. 

He married the former Marion Campbell, second 
daughter of Bill and Isabel Campbell of Teulon on 
November 14, 1952. 

They have two daughters, Peggy, is married to 
Doug Latta. They have a daughter Katherine and a 
son James Stewart. They live on a farm in Rosser. 

Debbie is married to Don Gemmill and they have 
a daughter, Amanda. They reside on the home farm. 
Both families are active in farming. 

Elof Bjork Family SE 33-16-1E 
by Mr. Nordin 

The Bjork Family and Neighbor's children: L to R: Mrs. F. Bjork, 
Selma (4), Margot Nordin (10), Mary Bjork (14), Vic Nordin (7), 
Elof Bjork. Back: Charlie Bjork (16). 
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Elof and Fredrika Bjork came from Sweden to 
Kenora, Ontario, in July 1902. Elof was born in 
Smaland in 1867, and Fredrika in Medelpad in 1880. 
The following year they moved to Winnipeg, where 
Elof continued his trade as a cabinet maker, a skill in 
which he excelled, both in Sweden and in his adopted 
land of Canada. Many beautiful furniture pieces still 
grace the Bjork home in Teulon; all a reminder of 
father Bjork's craftsmanship. 

Like many other early pioneers, Elof Bjork 
heeded the call of the Government of the day to file 
on a homestead in the vast unsettled areas of Man
itoba. The Bjork family filed for a homestead on the 
NW quarter section 28-16-lE, about seven miles 
northwest of Teulon. Ten Dollars was the required 
fee, and ownership was established after the break
ing of ten acres, which usually was measured by 
stepping out the area on foot. These first "ten acres" 
were not always ten acres. Some Swedes had short 
legs and took short steps, and would come a little 
short of the required acreage. Mr. Bjork was inge
nious enough, fortunately, to use his short legs in a 
way to secure the correct measure. Seeing the land 
was stony and difficult, with stumps, the Land In
spector found it necessary to be a little lenient. No 
doubt many cups of coffee helped matters in this 
respect. 

The days came when they were fortunate enough 
to secure two oxen and a horse. These were not only 
helpful in breaking the land but were used to haul 
cord wood to Teulon during winters when carpenter 
employment in Winnipeg was scarce. The usual 
method was to load one cord on the home-made 
sleighs for the oxen to draw, and a halfcord for the 
horse. What a lot of work, for a mere Sixty cents a 
cord, in that day. 

Luckily staple needs were few, what with the wild 
fruit and wild game; also, to be noted, green coffee, 
for example, sold for 25 cents per pound, raisins 
three pounds for a quarter, granulated sugar five 
cents per pound, jelly powders 3 pkgs for 25 cents, 
bananas 20¢ per dozen, flour (a grade called 4X and 
one grade better than shorts) sold for $2.90 per 
hundred lb. bag. Last, but not least, Copenhagen 
snuff $1.00 per roll of 8 boxes. A dollar was big 
money in the early 1900's. 

Mr. Bjork's family, like so many early settlers, 
knew how to improvise, and a few hardships were 
always accepted cheerfully. In fact, it is a matter of 
record that Elof Bjork "made" the day for himself 
and for all his neighbors. His melody set to his laugh 
delighted many a listener. In Swedish, "Bjork's loten 
(tune). An amusing tid-bit is worth recalling here. 
Elof loved to read Swedish papers from his beloved 
Smaland. One day he was trying to impress his 



neighbor's sons with some Swedish words describing 
a real downpour of rain in the old land. They tripped 
up on the Swedish word for down-pour (skyfall) and 
Elof shot back, "you mean you don't know what this 
means, , that's a Helluva 'skybust' don't you 
know?" 

Mrs. Gertrude Carlson holding infant John Langston, Mrs. 
Bjork and John's mother, Mrs. Stan Langston. 

In August 1908, the Bjork household increased 
Grandma and Grandpa, Carl and Gertrude Carl

son, arrived from Sweden. They were Mrs. Bjork's 
parents and she particularly, welcomed their pres
ence as sitters for the two children, Charlie (6) and 
Mary (4) during Elot's absence, when Fredrika 
would set out with oxen to travel East of Teulon for 
straw and feed, and for groceries in town. A trip of 
this nature took all day, leaving before daylight in the 
morning and arriving home at night after dark. This 
was no picnic in 30 below zero weather, or worse, for 
a sturdy man, let alone for a woman. Grandma Carl
son helped also with the spinning of yards and yards 
of yarn from the novel home-made spinning wheel 
created by ElofBjork. Incidentally, Grandpa Carlson 
made an important contribution, too. He managed to 
file rights on the SE quarter 33-16-lE about the year 
1912. The Bjork and Carlson families moved to their 
new location and built their home just across from the 
P. O. Nordin home on Sec. 28. This new quarter was 
ideal hay land, yet cattle was not always a profitable 
sideline. In 1932, for example, when prices hit rock 
bottom, a fat steer brought a mere $5.00 on the 
market, eggs sold for 5 cents a dozen, No.1 wheat 
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sold for from 32 to 35 cents per bushel, and, to top 
things off, as it were, one was fortunate, indeed, to 
secure $2.00 for a five gallon can of cream. The 
"Dirty thirties" and depression years had really 
started, but it speaks well for Elof Bjork and the 
family that they took the bad with the good in stride. 
Their ingenuity, patience, and industry won out in 
the end, and their hopes and their tremendous faith 
always saw a better day around the corner. 

Needless to say, the Bjork and Carlson families 
were great neighbors, kind and considerate in every 
way, to all. Fredrika Bjork, in later years, had her 
flock of turkeys, and Maria Nordin, across the fence, 
had her garden, and both tended their project well. 
Bjork's turkeys had a regular feed each morning in 
the Nordin garden, and, at turkey killing time, Mrs. 
Bjork made a regular visit presenting her friend and 
neighbor with the best in the flock "My turkeys 
are so good this year, and no wonder - your 
garden!" What great friendship was displayed in this 
understanding and kindly act: a friendship be
tween the Bjork and Nordin families which is still 
carried on by the two families. 

Elof and Fredrika Bjork had three children, 
Charlie and Selma, now living in retirement in Teu
lon, and Mary who passed away in 1921. Grandpa 
Carlson passed on at the age of 81 in 1919, Grandma 
Carlson in 1945 at 94 years. After long and fruitful 
life of service in their community, Elof and Fredrika 
also passed away, Mr. Bjork in 1940 at the age of 72, 
and his wife in 1960 in her 80th year. 

It is interesting to note that Charlie and Selma 
Bjork, the sole remaining members of the family, 
were the last of the Swedish pioneers to move from 
Westerham district, selling their farm in 1973. Their 
contribution, in so many ways, to neighbors and 
friends, and particularly Charlie's leadership and ex
ample in church circles, will always be remembered 
and appreciated by the countless numbers with 
whom they came in contact. Charlie, still active in 
his 79th year, is a familiar figure on the streets of 
TeuIon, with his faithful dog Toby not far behind, 
and Selma keeps an open house to their friends and 
neighbors. 

The BouskiUs 
by Mr. and Mrs. Bert Bouskill 

John Bouskill Sr. was born in England in the year 
1821 and came to Port Hope, Ontario with his parents 
at an early age. 

He married the former Mary Margaret Bletcher 
of Port Hope and they raised six sons. William, 
Barnabus, Albert, Charles, Fred and John; also one 
daughter, Mary. 

He and his wife and four of his sons, Albert, 



Mr. and Mrs. John Bouskill. 

Charles, Barney and John came west in 1879 and 
homesteaded on the NW 21-14-2E in the Munic
ipality of Rockwood. 

His two eldest sons Albert and Charles bought 
property in the old Oak Hammock district. Albert 
married the former Jessie McDonald and Charles 
married the former Sarah Barrett. After a few years 
they decided to move further west, and with their 
families moved to Maymont and North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan. Barnabus "Barney" continued work
ing the farm with his parents, and John Jr. found 
employment at the Stony Mountain penitentiary as a 
carpenter. 

John Jr. met and married the former Alice Can
niff in the year 1887, who had moved from Belville, 
Ontario to Winnipeg with her family in 1884. After 

Property of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Bouskill. 
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living two more years at Stony Mountain they de
cided to move to the farm as John Sr. was in very poor 
health. 

In 1896 John Sr. passed away at the age of 75 
years and was buried in All Saints Church Victoria 
cemetery. 

The following year Mrs. John Bouskill Sr. moved 
back east to Peterborough, Ontario to live with her 
daughter Mary Rush. 

Barney continued working the farm with his 
brother John until his death in 1928 at the age of 78. 
He was also buried at All Saints Church Victoria 
cemetery. Barney never married. 

John Jr. and wife Alice after three years of mar
riage with no family adopted a daughter Kathleen 
Hatfield, who later married Charles Beamish and 
they moved to Aylesbury, Saskatchewan to live. 
Later John and Alice raised five children. Four 
daughters "Winnifred, Mrs. George McGiffen who 
had one son Reginald and one daughter Geraldine. 
Alma Mrs. James Little, who had four sons, Alan, 
Melville, Gordon and Jack and also three daughters 
Muriel, Helen and Dorothy. 

Edna, Mrs. Hugh Appleyard who had one son 
Donald, who married the former Patricia McFee and 
they had five sons Wayne, Lawrence, Vernon, Kevin 
and Lyn all living at Stonewall. 

Vera, Mrs. Ed Emms had two daughters Rhoda 
and Lorna. 

John Jr. and Alice also had one son Herbert who 
married the former Barbara Le Masurier in 1935 who 
had one son John Charles "Jack" and one daughter 
Edna, Mrs. Ronald Irwin. 



John Bouskill Jr. passed away May 30, 1938 age 
75 years, and was buried at All Saints Church Vic
toria cemetery. Mrs. Bouskill remained on the farm 
with her son Herbert and eventually lived with her 
daughter and son-in-law Edna and Hugh Appleyard. 
She passed away May 17, 1958 at age 91 years and 
was buried at All Saints Church Victoria cemetery. 

Herbert and son Jack bought a dairy herd and 
went into mixed farming. 

In 1965 Jack married the former Eileen Klimpkie 
and continued working the farm with his father. 

Herbert and wife Barbara retired in 1979 and son 
Jack still farms the old homestead. 

They have two daughters Anna and Melody and 
one son Kurtis. 

Hopefully, Kurtis will some day remain on the 
farm for the fifth generation. 

William Bowler 
submitted by Muriel Bowler 

William Bowler purchased his property in the 
Municipality of Rockwood. It was the NW 2-13-lE in 
the Grassmere District. Having three boys he felt the 
country gave them a better living than the city. 

Mr. Bowler was a baker by trade. He came to 
C.ana.da in 1870 when he was twenty one and opened 
hIS fIrst bakery in Winnipeg. In 1876 he married 
Elizabeth Caroline Rodway. 

In 1881 they moved to their farm in the Grassmere 
district, to a log house which was already on the 
property. It was there that they raised nine more 
children. The children had a happy childhood there. 
Along with farming the Bowlers made butter and 
cheese which they transported to Winnipeg in horse 
drawn vehicles to sell. 

In 1906 they built a large house with six bed
rooms to accommodate their growing family. They 
ha? a large b~: ~hicken house and a pen for pigs. 
WIth these facIlItIes they were able to provide the 
family's needs. There was a good garden and plenty 
of wild fruit on the property. Mr. Bowler later pur
chased other property in the same district which his 
sons farmed. 

The Bowler children all attended Tecumseh 
School No. 34 which was two miles from their 
Grassmere home. 

Mr. Bowler was always interested in the little 
Grassmere Baptist Church which his family all at
tended, as did many of his grandchildren. For ~any 
years he was the Sunday School Superintendent. 

In. 1924 Mr. ~owler suffered a stroke and passed 
away In 1925. HIS daughter Muriel lived and worked 
in Winnipeg. She later took her mother, Mrs. Bowler, 
to live with her. 
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~u~iel still resides in Winnipeg and is the only 
remaInIng member of that family. 

Samuel Francis (Frank) Boyle 
submitted by Mrs. A. Frederickson 

Born in Bandon, County Cork, Ireland, May 23, 
1885. He came to Canada in 1910. He later settled in 
Stonewall in 1913 ... Mr. Boyle had worked for 
International, when International had sold Mr. W. W. 
Coleman (a lawyer who then lived in the house now 
owned by Mr. A. Gray) an Internation Mogul tractor. 
It was delivered to Stonewall on a flat car by train. 
When it arrived in Stonewall, it was so large, no one 
would attempt to take if off the train. Mr. Coleman 
returned to international to tell them his problem, 
when Mr. Boyle over heard the conversation. He 
offered his help in taking the machine off for him. 
Mr. Coleman agreed to let him try. So, they came to 
Stonewall, looked the situation over and decided that 
the flat car would have to be well blocked with ties so 
that it wouldn't roll and a ramp made from steel 
plates placed from the flat car to the loading platform 
(on an angle) well blocked also. This process took 
several days to set up. Upon returning to Stonewall, 
Mr. Boyle was asked how he planned on getting the 
tractor off the train. His reply was, "Drive it off" . He 
then started it up and proceeded to maneouver the 
giant machine off the flat car. By then half the town's 
people had gathered to watch the difficult feat. No 
one could believe that he was doing to drive it off. As 
he was going down, the blocks gave away under the 
steel ramps, but he managed to get it off safely and 
undamaged. From then on the townspeople called 
him, "The Wild Irishman" . Mr. Coleman asked Mr. 
Boyle ifhe would like to work for him breaking land. 

Mr. Boy Ie accepted his offer and broke land from 
Stonewall to Balmoral. That's how he came to settle 
in the district. 

He married Gertrude Bruce in 1915. He had two 

Emma and Frank Boyle with son Joe, 1945. 



sons, Joe, and Ernie. His wife Gertrude died during 
the influenza epidemic of 1918-1919. He lived near 
Balmoral, later moving to 1O-14-lE, in 1918. 

He married Emma Chartrand in 1925. Together 
they had three daughters, Nora, Kathleen, and Pa
tricia. They also had a son, Donald Finlay, who died 
as an infant. 

During the thirties and forties, he threshed for 
many neighbors between Stonewall and Argyle. Mr. 
Boyle also raised sheep, had prize short hom cattle, 
which he showed and took prizes at the Greenwood 
Fat Stock Show. 

During the thirties Mr. Boyle, among other men, 
travelled by means of horses and sleigh box, up to the 
Harperville, Ideal, and Inwood area, trading grain 
for cattle or hay. It was a long cold trip in the winter, 
which took several days. 

Joe, Mr. Boyle's oldest son, married Elsie Hartle, 
and they now farm the land Mr. Boyle lived on. They 
had two sons and a daughter. Frank deceased, Ron
nie, living at home, and Joanne, married to Larry 
O'Dell, with their two sons, Stephen and Ernie, 
living on the original homestead of Mr. Boyle. 

Ernie, second son of Mr. Boyle, married 
Georgina Gimzik, and are living in Calgary. 

Nora, oldest daughter, married August Freder
ickson. They have four sons and two daughters. 
Frank and wife, Jackie, live in Stonewall with a son 
and a daughter. Brian, lives in Thunder Bay, Ont. 
with his wife, Jacquie, and their two sons. Bob and 
his wife, Fran, live in Stonewall, with their son. 
Donna, married to Don Whitaker, live in Stonewall, 
with their two children. Karen, still living at home, 
with the ladder against the window for the last few 
years. And last but not least, Darren, attending 
Stonewall Collegiate. 

Kathleen, second daughter, married Alf Pike, 
and lives in Gibson, B.C. with their three children, 
Shaun, Maria, and Donald. 

Patricia, youngest daughter, married Orville 
Clark and lives in Calgary, Alberta. They have four 
sons and two daughters. Eddie, Roger, Dwight, Bon
nie, Shannon, and Kerry. Pat and Orville have ten 
grandchildren. 

When Mr. Boyle left the farm, he moved to 
Crocus Manor with his wife, later residing at Rose
wood Lodge, where he passed on in February, 1979. 
Mrs. Boyle still lives at Crocus Manor. 

A tribute to our father and grandfather: He was a 
friend and neighbor to all who knew him. 

The Bradshaw Story 
submitted by Joseph Bradshaw 

David Crawford Bradshaw (eldest son of Joseph 
and Elizabeth Bradshaw, near Gunton) courted 
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Bertha L. Peden (youngest daughter of John and 
Barbara Peden of Balmoral). 

Dave travelled by horse and buggy to see Bertha. 
While in Balmoral one day, before she was married, 
a neighbor came over and cajoled her with the remark 
"That Dave Bradshaw will pretty soon have all the 
gravel worn off the town line!" 

After Dave and Bertha were married in January, 
1912, they settled on a farm at SE \4 Sec. 13-15-1E 
Rockwood Municipality (about one mile north of 
Balmoral). They carried on mixed farming. Much of 
the field work was done with horses, although new 
breaking was done with the steam engine pulling a 
breaking plow. 

David Bradshaw also did custom threshing for 
neighbors with the steamer and Red River Special 
thresher. Their immediate neighbors were: The Bar
bours to the south, the Norrels to the West, the 
Willcotts to the east, and the Florences to the north. 

Three children were born while on the farm at 
Balmoral namely - John A. (Jack), Joseph B. and 
Alma L. These three children were known as the 
"Manitobans" . 

I was born in the house on the farm with Dr. 
MacLeod in attendance, assisted by Mrs. 1. Morton 
(my mother's eldest sister). As a matter of interest: 
Dr. MacLeod was the father of Alan MacLeod V. C. 
of World War I whose story appeared in the Canadian 
Public school reader in the 1920's. 

Permit me to add a little anecdote at this time: The 
day I was born i.e. (June 16, 1914) my dad was in 
Balmoral talking to some fellow farmers who were 
complaining that it was difficult to obtain hired help 
at that time. My dad said he didn't know about that 
because he said, "A fellow just came to my place this 
morning and wanted to work for his board and 
room!" "Oh," the fellows replied, "We wish we 
could be so lucky!" Then dad told them I was born! 

After World War! the call was: "Go West! Young 
man, go West!" Dad responded by selling his farm to 
R. Main and in August 1919 he held an auction sale 
and moved west. Dad, mother, and we three children 
settled on a farm S. W. of Innisfail, in Alberta. While 
in Alberta four more children were born namely: 
Ruth B., Bert E., Grace A., and David T. These four 
children were known as the "Albertans". 

Dad and mother retired to Innisfail town until 
their deaths. 

David Crawford Bradshaw passed away at the age 
of 89 years on September 23, 1966. 

Bertha L. Bradshaw at the age of 89 years on June 
4, 1978. 

Jack is married - no children and is retired in 
Sydney, B.C. 



Joe is married, has three children, and lives in 
Calgary. 

Alma is married, has one child and lives in Pen
tieton, B. C. 

Ruth is married, has eight children and lives in 
Innisfail. 

Bert is married, has four children and lives on a 
farm near Innisfail. 

Grace is married, has four children and lives on a 
farm near Innisfail. 

David is married, has three children and lives on 
the family farm near Innisfail. 

The Bristow Family 
submitted by Robert Bristow 

The Bristow family originally came from Hull, 
England, and settled in Ontario. Allen Bristow was 
born 1843 and lived at Listowel, Ontario. He married 
Hannah Andrew of Palmerston, Ontario, in 1868, 
and they moved to Balmoral, Manitoba, in the sum
mer of 1878. My cousin, Muriel Lounsbury (An
drew) has written the Andrew history for this book. 
My grandparents Allen and Hannah had six children: 
Henry, Frank, Louis, Laura, Elsie and Leroy. Henry 
(Harry) was born in 1869 and moved to Summerland, 
British Columbia in 1901 and his two daughters still 
live there, Bertie Bristow lives in Summerland and 
her sister at Vernon, B. C. Laura and Elsie both mar
rid McPherson brothers of Teulon. Elsie married 
Charles McPherson and lived in Teulon all her mar
ried life. Her family was two girls and one boy. Laura 
married Hugh McPherson and made her home at 
Matlock and Whytewold with four children to this 
marriage, two girls and two boys. Their descendants 
still live at Teulon and Whytewold. Frank and Louis 
died in infancy. My father, Leroy (Roy), married 
Minnie Andrew, daughter of Robert and Ellen An
drew on April 11, 1917, and they resided in Balmoral 
most of their lives, retiring to Teulon in 1954. Later 
Mother moved to Winnipeg after Dad's death in 
1956. Mother passed away April 7, 1973. 

Grandfather Allen Bristow homesteaded on NE 
5-15-2E or approximately one and a half miles east of 
Balmoral. The remains of the old stone foundation 
can still be found today. Grandfather died in 1917 on 
that farm. Dad and Mother lived on the homestead a 
short while, then bought and moved to SW V4 
5-15-2E across from Victoria Church. This quarter 
was somewhat better for growing field crops and 
much less of stones and gravel to contend with. I 
believe the Municipality purchased the original 
homestead for gravel purposes. Dad and mother had 
two children, my sister Ellen who died in July 1936, 
and myself. Both Ellen and I were born on the farm 
across from Victoria Church and Cemetery. 

174 

My home is in Winnipeg. I married Margaret 
Malpas from Teulon in 1952 and we have five boys 
and three girls. One of my grandsons is the sixth 
direct descendant to have Robert in his name, and the 
name Allen has been used continuously also. 

Mother was active in the Victoria Sunday School, 
a teacher for many years, and a life member of the 
Victoria U.C.W. Dad was a member of the School 
Board and a founding member of Balmoral Curling 
Club. Both Dad and Mother curled with the Balmoral 
Curling Club. 

My grandparents, Allen and Hannah Bristow, 
Robert and Ellen Andrew, my mother and dad and 
my sister are all buried at Victoria Cemetery. 

Joseph Alfred Bruce 
by Mrs. Adele McArthur 

Was born in 1849, and moved from Lower Fort 
Garry to the Balmoral district about the year 1877 to 
be the first settler to establish a home in the district. 
He settled on a raw farm claim in the shelter of the 
surrounding bush Southwest of Balmoral. 

Mr. Joseph Bruce and Daughters. 

Mr. William Inkster, a life long friend, moved out 
to his claim on the quarter south on the same section 
of land. At least two years later between them, they 
cleared a road from their dwellings, having built 
close together to the east boundary line of their prop
erties. There weren't any established roads at that 
time. Trails were made following the highest ridges 
of land towards Winnipeg and eventually Stonewall. 

Grandpa told of many interesting experiences he 
had while getting established. Bears were hard on his 



livestock, especially hogs. While breaking up the 
virgin soil, he found that he was on the sight of an 
ancient Indian camp sight, and so had numerous 
stone tools scattered about. These treasures were all 
kept in a sand box at the side of his house. 

Grandpa married Phoebe Appleyard of the Brant 
district. Of this union there were born three daughters 
and a son John, who died in infancy. Gertrude mar
ried Frank Boyle, and lived in the home district. 
Winnifred married John Strong of Argyle, and 
Rachel of Vancouver. Grandma Bruce died a year 
after their son. 

Along with the other early settlers, Grandpa was 
very community minded. Shortly after making their 
home in the district, the Victoria Anglican church 
was built, all painstakenly carved from rough lum
ber, and was an exceptional work of art. The church 
still stands in 1982. The School was also built by the 
faithful members of the district. This School was 
known as the Bruce SchooL Grandpa was the first 
secretary treasurer, serving for a number of years. 
The remains of the building still stands. 

Great Grandma Bruce made her home with her 
son and young family for a number of years after 
raising a family of eighteen children. It would be 
hard to relate the numerous talents that she was 
blessed with. Her contributions to the welfare of the 
surrounding districts are endless. She served as a 
midwife for miles around. At the age of ninety years 
or over, she was able to be taken as far as Lake 
Francis by Democrat to attend at a birth. 

I was once told by one of her admirers that she 
had save more lives than anyone in that area. Great 
grandma Bruce meant love to everyone who knew 
her. 

Grandpa moved the cottage that he had built at 
Shoal Lake to the farm of his son-in-law and daugh
ter, John Strong at Argyle in September, 1923. He 
enjoyed good health and lead a very active life in his 
retirement. One of his pleasures were children, and 
entertained them with his interesting stories of pi
oneer years. Born of a father who had come to 
Canada with the first group of Scotchmen under the 
leadership of Lord Selkirk, he had settled at Lower 
Fort Garry and married a native lady whose maiden 
name was McNabb, who had been employed at the 
Anglican Missions at Lower Fort Garry. 

Grandpa's schools days consisted of sitting in 
school with a slate on his knee, being prepared to run 
for safety inside the Fort when a band of warriors 
appeared ready to ravish all they could lay their hands 
on, also everyone feared for their lives. 

He had an endless number of stories to tell of his 
colorful and perilous life. Starting out from Win
nipeg to St. Paul by oxcart, at the age of fourteen 
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years, to bring the first mail through from the South 
to Winnipeg, then travelling on further to what is 
now Edmonton, and fording rivers many times with 
all he carried tied to the oxen tails. All the luggage 
had to be sealed in water proof metal boxes in order to 
swim the waterways. Grants Lake, where Grosse Isle 
and surrounding district are now was all lake, on 
across prairie to Third crossing, where Gladstone 
now is, and on through numerous other difficult 
trails. One of his many feats occurred after Mr. 
Ashdown, founder of the Ashdown Hardware, was 
brought to him while he was camped on the banks of 
the Mississippi river. Mr. Ashdown wanted to get to 
Winnipeg, and being completely inexperienced in ox 
cart travelling, carried a few hardware tools, some 
eggs, bacon, and boxes of soda biscuits. He also 
wore a pair of unsuitable shoes, and of course his 
food only lasted a few days. Having to walk, his 
shoes soon wore out, so Grandpa had to make him a 
pair of moosehide moccasins. After many weeks of 
travelling, he and Mr. Ashdown arrived in Winnipeg, 
and he by that time had learned to enjoy a meal of 
bannock and pemmican. 

In order to keep track of the days of the year, 
Grandpa took with him a supply of note books, and 
each day made recordings in his diary. This was also 
a means of learning to read and write. Many eve
nings, the parents of the neighbors children phoned 
our home and asked us to go to Grandpa's house to 
send the boys home to go to bed, and school the next 
day. The children would all be sitting on the floor 
along the walls listening to every word, and asking 
questions. 

Another thing that he dearly enjoyed in the winter 
was to go and help the boys to build a proper snow
house. This house was always built close to Grand
pas, enabling him to keep watch in case of an 
accident. He died in his own home at the age of 87 
years. 

Nine grandchildren survive, two of whom live in 
the Rockwood area, Joe Boyle and Elmer Strong. 

John William Strong 
Dad purchased what was known as the Johnston 

farm on the NW quarter 17-14-lE, and moved from 
Grassmere about the year 1908. He married Win
nifred Bruce of Balmoral in 1910. Our family of eight 
were Adele of Winnipeg, Allan deceased, Edward of 
Surrey, Florance deceased, Elmer of Argyle, Verna 
of Okanagan Falls, B.C, Gwen of Kelowna, B.C, 
and Bruce of Win law, B.C 

Our home being situated close to the main road 
leading north was a convenient place to stop and get 
warm while on the long cold ride to meet the train to 
ship cream etc. in the winter, and another plate on the 
dinner table was never an inconvenience. 



Wood sawing, animal butchering, poultry butch
ering (a December project) were all a community 
effort, with the neighborhood men helping from 
home to home the year around. The cooking of the 
meals for the gang was the biggest task. My parents, 
like many others, being generous with their time and 
talents were always willing to help. 

Dad served on the Argyle school board for a 
number of years. Mother having a great talent for 
growing flowers made up many bouquets when 
called upon, also sprays of flowers for funerals, both 
from the garden and from the house plants. Flowers 
from a greenhouse were not always that easy to 
obtain, and neither was the money to buy them in 
those days. 

Among the annual events at School was the boys' 
and girls' Fair. We always had a speaker from the 
Department of Agriculture in attendance. One year a 
lady spoke to us on the care and handling of poultry. 
The funny part was the fact that this same lady 
gathered some eggs, put them in a padded box, then 
went to the henhouse, caught a hen, locked it in, and 
wondered why said hen wouldn't set. 

About the first summer that I was in school, a 
Gypsy caravan arrived in Argyle to stay for a few 
days. At that time the Gypsies were feared greatly by 
the public. It was less than a year before, the year of 
1917, that a pre school boy had disappeared com
pletely. After weeks and weeks of searching by men 
from miles around, it became a foregone conclusion 
that a Gypsy band had picked him up. Our teacher, 
Miss Madill, who was frantically nervous that the 
same might happen again, kept all of the younger 
children together and out of sight at the back of the 
school. 

We travelled to school in Vans drawn by horses 
and experienced the odd runaway. We also were upset 
more than once, especially in the Spring. It was fun 
having to wade through snow and slush to right 
ourselves. 

The Brown Family 
submitted by Richard Brown 

Mr. and Mrs. George Brown came from England 
in the early 80's and first settled on Sec. 36 Range 1 
West near the Meridian School. Later they moved to 
the SE Y4 28-15-lE. There were 11 children, Mary 
Diana, Richard William, Emily, Walter, Alfred, 
Eveline, Rhoda, Arthur, Jesse, Julia and Lewis. 

Emily and Alfred passed away early in age. 
At the age of 45 George Brown accidentally shot 

himself when taking his gun down off the wall. Dr. 
McDonald wanted to amputate the arm but George 
Brown refused to have it done and complications set 
in which caused his death. Another sad shooting 
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accident took place in this family at a later date when 
young son Jessie was accidentally shot by his brother 
while out hunting. Both boys were under twelve 
years old at the time. 

Two sons Richard and Walter homesteaded in the 
Ridgeway district on SE Y4 16-1S-1E and NE Y4 
16-1S-lE respectively. 

Sunday School was held at the home of Walter 
Brown for a time. Richard Brown married Margaret 
Martins and two sons were born to them, Reginald 
and Oliver. Reginald was born Dec. 2, 1893 at Bal
moral. 

In the spring of 1898 Richard and Walter Brown 
went to the Klondyke Gold Rush. Before leaving 
Richard sold his land to Andrew Peterson. 

On Richard Brown's return from the Klondyke he 
obtained the NE Y4 32-14-2E and set up farming. His 
son Reginald homesteaded in the Peace River district 
near Pouce Coupe in 1913 remaining 3 or 4 years. 

In 1916 Reginald married Alice Dorothy Main of 
the Balmoral District and purchased the home farm 
NE V4 32-14-2E from his father Richard, who in tum 
with his wife Margaret retired to San Diego, Califor
nia where he died in 1943. 

Reginald Gilbert Brown and his wife Dorothy 
had three children, the oldest Phyllis was born in 
1918. The second child Bernice was born in 1920. 
The third child Richard was born in 1926. 

Reg and Dorothy Brown, Phyllis, Richard and Bernice. 

Of these three children Phyllis carried on from 
her schooling and became a registered nurse, work
ing for many years at S1. Boniface Hospital. Phyllis 
married Henry Adam of St. Boniface March 31, 
1942. They retired to Vacouver Island in 1980 after 
owning a home for many years 1 V2 miles north of the 
Stonewall Corner on No.7 Highway. 

Bernice married Rod Standbrooke April 6, 1943 
and moved to North Surrey, B.C. 



Richard worked on the farm with his father Reg
inald and on June 4, 1949 married Eleanor Jahns. 
They in turn purchased SW Y4 9-15-2E and part of 
NW !4 9-15-2E and set up farming for many years. 
He worked his farm together with his father. 

Richard and Eleanor Brown. 

Reginald for many years owned the W Y2 of one 
mile South of his home farm. He also retained owner
ship of his homestead in the Peace River District -
not selling this farm until the late 1940's. 

Reginald passed away suddenly at home Dec. 14, 
1963. Reginald was an ardent hunter and fisherman 
and also a lover of the curling game, actively en
gaged in farming up to his death. Reginald was 70 at 
the time of his death. His widow Dorothy in turn 
rented the farm to her son Richard and constructed a 
home in Balmoral. Dorothy Brown lived in her home 
for many years, passing away at the age of 86, April 
4,1979. 

The home farm NE!4 32-14-2E was purchased by 
Richard before his mother's death. Richard in turn 
sold the building area to Don Inkster and in 1976 sold 
the balance of the land to Gene Latta, who owned the 
NW Y4 of this section. 

Richard and Eleanor Brown have two children. 
Linda and Norman. Linda was born April 30, 1953 
and Norma August 12, 1961. Linda is married to Neil 
Stoesz and lives in Oak Bank. Norma lives and works 
in Winnipeg. 

Joseph and Katherine Bruderer 
submitted by L. T. McKnight, Balmoral 

The Bruderer family history began in Switzer
land. Joe was born in the year 1900. Katherine was 
born in 1899. The couple were married about 1923 
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Joe and Katherine Bruderer at their farm residence July 2, 
1961. 

and came to Canada, settling in the Rivers, Man. 
area in 1927. A few years later they moved to 
Lilyfield and began farming. In 1942, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruderer came north from Lilyfield and settled 
northwest of Balmoral on NW 16-15-lE. Joe was a 
fine carpenter, building his own house and farm 
buildings. Katherine was musically oriented, being a 
lovely singer and organist. They operated their 
mixed farm up until Joe's death in August of 1968. 
Katherine then retired to the town of Balmoral where 
she resided until 1974. She then moved to Rosewood 
Lodge in Stonewall where she still resides. 

Joe and Katherine had two daughters: Kay and 
Florence. In 1948 Kay was married to Max Schmidli 
of Deerfield, Wisconsin, U.S.A. Florence was mar
ried to Ole Meyers of Balmoral in 1951. 

Mrs. Bruderer has nine grandchildren and one 
great -grandchild. 

Mr. Bruderer is buried in North Victoria Ceme
tery. 

The Buckle Family 
submitted by Shirley Glucki 

Oscar Buckle moved into the Rockwood area in 
1932 and started trucking. In 1937 he married Sarah 
Ann (Sadie) Moore of the Tecumseh district and 
moved into Stonewall. Here he started Buckle Trans-



fer and had a P.S.V. (public service vehicle) licence 
for the Stonewall-Rockwood area hauling general 
freight but specializing in livestock. The hours were 
long, the transfer would often dri ve four or five miles 
to pick up a calf and earn 70¢. Oscar has often said 
that during the winter he must have shovelled every 
mile of the old # 7 highway (part of which is now 
provincial road #236) from Stonewall to Winnipeg. 

Oscar Buckle Family: Oscar, his wife Sadie. Left to Right: 
Shirley, Jimmy and Ronnie. 

Sadie worked long, hard hours as well, preparing 
meals at any time of the day or night for hungry 
drivers, answering the phone and keeping the books. 

In 1948 Oscar sold his trucking business to his 
brother-in-law Curt Moore because by this time he 
was a farm implement dealer selling Minneapolis 
Moline and New Holland farm machinery. He con
tinued in this business until the early fifties when he 
sold his implement dealership and started Buckle 
Lumber dealing in new and used building materials. 
He and his sons Ron and Jim built barns, grain bins, 
and other farm buildings as well. They also became 
involved in the transit mix Concrete business pouring 
cement floors and basements. 

Oscar served on the Stonewall town Council in 
1945-1946, and from 1948-1955. He was also a mem
ber of the original hospital board of the Dr. Evelyn 
Memorial Hospital in Stonewall. 

Oscar and Sadie had three children Shirley, Ron 
and Jim. Shirley married Ted Glucki and they have 
three children Rick, Doug and Sheryl. Jim married 
Bonnie Vandekerckhove of Stony Mountain and they 
have four children Kimberley, Jimmy, Jackie and 
Gerri-Lynne. Both Shirley and Jim live with their 
families in the Rockwood area. Ron was married to 
Kathy Beiko of Argyle and they have two children 
Kathy and Chris. Ron now lives in Calgary, Alberta. 

Oscar passed away in October 1964 and Sadie in 
June 1967. 
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A 'rribute to My Mother: 
Mrs. E. Bush 
by Laurie Tegelberg 

Mrs. Ethel Bush, 1898. 

Mrs. Ethel Bush, my mother, lived in Gunton for 
many years. She and my dad came from England, 
she from Kent and my dad from Essex where they 
were married in 1899. Mother came to Canada in 
1906 with two little children Hector, age 6 and 2 year 
old Eric. Mother was very sick during the month
long voyage and, when she landed at Quebec, vowed 
she would never again set foot on an ocean-going 
vessel. She never did. 

My dad who had been an English "bobby" (Lon
don policeman) came out a year or so before mother 
to get work and establish a home for the family in 
Manitoba. After various jobs in Winnipeg (one of 
which was helping to survey the St. James Ceme
tery), they moved to Sherbrook Street at an address 
where the Sherbrook Swimming Pool now stands. 
Dad also worked at Pointe du Bois and Lac du Bonnet 
(I believe for the Gunn family) when the power plant 
in the area was being built. 

The family went to Gunton about 1910 where dad 
was employed at the quarries owned by the Gunn 
family. By this time my sister Annie, (now Mrs. 1. 1. 
Johnson ofVogar) had been born. Edward and I were 
born in Gunton. The family lived for a time at Rock
spur near the quarry, and later, lived east of the site of 
Gunton School in an area dubbed "Happyland". 
Others there at the time were Mr. and Mrs. Grey and 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Harrison. We then moved to a house 
in Gunton owned by Mr. Mudd of Teulon and our 



Mrs. Bush, Annie and Laurie, 1919. 

neighbors at that time were the Gunn family, Mrs. 
Hearne, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. (Billy) Moore, the Bow
man families, Mr. and Mrs. R. Dunn, Mr. and Mrs. 
Geo. Archer, Mr. and Mrs. Marker, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Romanuik. From there we went to the T. Jefferson 
house where we lived for several years. 

After the quarries closed, my dad went to Aus
tralia to see if prospects were better in that part of the 
world. He later died there and mother was left with 
the care of a family of five. In those days there were 
no welfare allowances, and had there been, I doubt 
she would have accepted any. She was very staunch 
about not taking anything, which to her, smacked of 
what she called "charity". Nothing daunted, she 
found work in the village. One job in particular I 
enjoyed was when she took me with her to the farms 
in harvest time. She helped with the cooking for the 
threshing crews when they went from farm to farm to 
farm harvest the crops. 

Other memories of her were seeing her at work 
beside the kithen stove in the evening sewing or 
mending our clothes (all by hand - no sewing ma
chines) by the light of the kerosene lamp. She made 
sure that we were, as she often put it, "clean and 
tidy" . On Saturday nights the lace-up or button shoes 
were shined. It would never do for us to go to church 
the next day with dirty, scuffed footwear. 
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She always made sure we had a happy Christmas. 
We had the traditional English pudding, turkey din
ner with special fruits and candies for the occasion. 
She worked extra hours to see that we each had 
presents and I suspect our older brothers often played 
Santa Claus after we had hung up our stockings and 
gone to bed. Our grandparents, aunts, and uncles in 
the old country remembered us, too, with cards and 
gifts. 

In later years we usually spent Christmas with the 
A. W. Smith family, either at their home or ours. 
After World War I, Smiths were on a farm about four 
miles west of Gunton which they named "Vimy 
Ridge". We often went there in the sleigh box pulled 
by a lively pair of sorrels. We have many memories 
of gathering around the organ and singing carols or 
playing board games like Ludo and Parchesi or 
games like "wink" or musical chairs. Young and old 
alike joined in these activities. 

Mother also made sure that we got as much edu
cation was possible. It was fortunate for many that 
the four-roomed school was built which included 
high school as well as elementary. The girls took 
extras like home economics and the boys took car
pentry and a type of shop training which was called 
"manual training". Many young people in the area 
had a good basic education because the pioneers were 
wise enough to put a good school in the district. In 
our family, mother's example led us to help each 
other and our older brothers helped my sister and me 
to get teacher-training. 

World War I was a long dreary period when 
people worried about their sons and husbands over
seas. Hector joined up and some of his buddies that I 
remember were Wilfred Moore, Harry Harrison, Er
nie Gillespie, George Gibson, Jack and Charlie 
Archer, and Bob Dunn. I can remember the excite
ment of going down to Gunton station when Hector 
and others were arriving home and the banquet that 
was held in Gunton School to welcome them back 
home. 

All but two of our family caught the flu that raged 
after the war. Here again, neighbors helped each 
other. I can remember the hot soup and other nourish
ing food that Mrs. Van Alstyne and Mrs. Billy Moore 
brought to us and to others who were ill. My sister 
Annie who was about eleven at the time looked after 
and nursed the rest of us. 

After the war people went back to the usual 
round. My brothers, Hector and Eric, were old 
enough to help by planting a garden, raising chick
ens, and a few cattle. They also worked on nearby 
farms and would sometimes walk 3 to 5 miles to the 
farm, work all day and walk home at night. This 
sometimes for the princely sum of five dollars per 



month! Nobody was making a fortune in those days. 
We thought we were fortunate to have a cistern to 
catch rain water for washing and a pump near the 
back door for our drinking water. Some people still 
had open wells from which they dipped water with a 
pail on a rope. 

Our fuel was wood from the bush nearby, or our 
brothers cut wood or did other work for a farmer and, 
in return, got a supply of wood for the winter. 

But we were a happy family with plenty of space 
outdoors for baseball and other games. It was fun to 
go berry-picking at the George Cosens, Geo. 
McNeill or Jim Gillespie farms, and sometimes even 
across the bog to the Tommy Jeffersons, as well as 
near the village itself. We picked strawberries, saska
toons and cranberries which were plentiful growing 
in the wild. These were canned or made into jam 
mainly for use during the winter months. 

Life in Gunton wasn't just all work. We had a 
closed-in skating rink near where Howard and Doris 
Smaldon now live. It was considered a great tragedy 
when one July day during a storm the whole structure 
blew down. There were baseball teams both for the 
young women and the men. Great was the rivalry in 
those days among the Balmoral, Teulon, Stonewall 
and Gunton teams! 

We had annual picnics usually held in the field 
north ofthe T. Jefferson (now R. Gillespie) house. In 
later years, we had cars and trucks, and for our 
picnics drove to Winnipeg Beach which seemed to 
us, at that time, a very great distance. The annual 
Thanksgiving suppers (usually put on by the church 
ladies) were held in the rink or the school. A new 
curling and open-air skating rink was built south of 
Van Alstyne's store. Dances were held in the school 
with local orchestras supplying the music. (remem
ber the Dickies and the Duncan Wood's orchestras?) 
We also had a Junior U.EM. and fairs were held 
annually. Groups such as the C.G.LT. were 
organized and of course, there were always the an
nual Christmas concerts held in the community. 

While in Gunton mother was an active member of 
the United Church, the I.O.D.E., and later, the 
Women's Institute. For years she taught Sunday 
School. She, with Mr. and Mrs. Dickie, Mrs. George 
Cosens and Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Meldrum were 
among those who faithfully led the young people's 
groups in the district. In a sense they were representa
tive of the pioneers of that day. They dedicated them
selves to the task at hand; they had a deep respect for 
the teachings of the church, believed in people help
ing one another - "being neighborly" but also in 
being self-reliant. 

When I look back I realize the older folk (and for 
me, particularly my mother) passed on to us great 
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gifts. One was that sense of independence and pride 
in honest toil and a job well done. Their firm faith in 
the teachings of the church helped guide our way in 
life. There was a strong sense of family ties which 
still holds our families together. These things my 
mother passed on to us; these things we cherish to this 
day. 

Though she never got back to England (we were 
planning a trip when World War II broke out and 
travel was out of the question) we corresponded reg
ularly with both mother's and dad's families. When 
Hector was over there in the first world war, he went 
to see them. My husband Milton, went to see some of 
them when he was overseas during World War II. 

A letter written in 1887 from the headmaster of 
Lyderstone School says of mother that she was "a 
quiet, industrious, honest, truthful, and obliging 
scholar". We, her family, would heartily endorse 
that statement and would add "devoted". Mother 
passed away in 1961. 

Mrs. Bush on her 80th birthday with her family. L to R: Laurie, 
Edward, Hector, Eric, Annie. Front: Mrs. Bush. 

Of her children, the eldest, Hector married Elea
nor Smith (also of Gunton) and lived in Winnipeg, 
later moving to White Rock, B.C. Their sons Ronald 
and Wayne live in B.C.; Ralph lives in Edmonton. 
Eric married Edna Frank. He worked for the C.N .R. 
for many years and later, ran a store in Stony Moun
tain. Their son Bill lives in Winnipeg; a daughter 
Joyce Soper lives in Gladstone and Gloria Miller is in 
Victoria, B. C. Annie married John 1. Johnson of 
Vogar where she still resides. Her two sons, W. John 
married Vera Duncan and Paul married Beverly 
Brandstrom, live at Vogar, Manitoba. Edward also 
lives at Vogar. Laurie married Milton Tegelberg of 
Eriksdale and they reside in Tsawwassen, B.C. after 
a good many years at Transcona, Manitoba. Their 
son Henning, lives near Kitchener, Ontario; Eric is in 



Tsawwassen; Velma (Smith) is in Calgary and Lau
rette (Miller) in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Though many of us now live at a distance, we are 
still interested in the Rockwood area and often return 
for visits. We get news of the events, in the mean
time, through the Stonewall Argus. We have many 
friends in, and many happy memories of the place 
where we lived during the early years. Of the family 
three are still living - Annie, Edward and Laurie. 

The Calderwood Family Story 
by Annie Willis 

George Rae Calderwood was born in 1888 on a 
small farm in East Kilbride, Scotland, the third child 
of a family of eight. 

In 1907 he came to Canada and worked on a farm 
at Griswold, Manitoba. There he met Catherine 
Baird, who had emigrated from Race End, County 
Donegal, Ireland in 1904 to live with her aunt and 
uncle, Mr. and Mrs. R. 1. Stewart. 

They were married in 1908 and moved to Win
nipeg. George worked for a fuel company, called 
Dobson and Jackson, who owned a farm in the Ar
gyle district. They moved out to this farm - now 
owned by Kjear. Later, they lived on the Walley farm 
in the Balmoral district. About 1914 the farm owned 
by Jack Bescoby was purchased and became the 
Calderwood home. Their holding was also later in
creased by the addition of the 1. D. Harrower farm. 

They had six children; Lillian, Margaret (who 
died at age two), twins Olive and Andrew, Anne, and 
Mary. They all attended Centre School, where 
George was a trustee for many years. He was also a 
director of both the Agricultural Society and the Pool 
Elevator. 

They both took a great interest in the Agricultural 
Fair each summer, and Catherine won many prizes in 
baking and butter making. 

She passed away in 1952 at the age of 71 years, 
and George passed away in 1957 at the age of 68 
years. 

Lillian, born in 1909, married Ewart Good in 
1939. They have one son, Bryan, born in 1942. 
Bryan married Yvonne Riley in 1971, and they reside 
between Stonewall and Balmoral. 

Olive, born in 1912, trained as an R.N. at St. 
Boniface Hospital. She later worked at the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester where she met and married Alton 
Peterson. While he was in the navy they moved to 
California. They have two children Cathy and 
Robert. Olive nursed for 42 years and was Night 
Supervisor when she retired. She now lives in Down
ey, California. Alton died in 1979. 

Andrew, Olive's twin, also born in 1912, lived on 
the farm until he married Beverly Dunsmore in 1956. 
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Beverly had a daughter, Sandy, who later married 
Jack Bend and now resides in North Carolina. They 
built a house in Stonewall and Andrew commuted to 
the farm each day. After his dad's death, the farm 
house was rented out. Andrew loved curling and 
harness horse racing, but in later years was forced to 
give up curling because of health reasons. He loved 
to drive his car and he and Bev spent many hours 
touring around the farm. His red Chevy was a famil
iar sight parked on the side of the road, watching the 
combines and trucks harvest a field. He died acciden
tally on September 11, 1980. 

Anne, born in 1915, attended Normal School and 
taught school at Centre and Stony Mountain schools 
until her marriage to David Willis in 1943. She later 
returned to teaching at Balmoral School. They lived 
on the Jack Willis farm and raised their family; Jack, 
George, and Linda. 

Jack, born in 1944, in 1967 married Cheryl 
Moore, a teacher at St. John's High School in Win
nipeg. They lived in Stonewall until 1975 when Jack 
took over his parents' farm. His dad and mother 
retired to their house in Stonewll. They have two 
girls, Lisa Ann born in 1975, and Geri Lynn born in 
1979. Besides his farm work, Jack has worked at the 
Bristol Rockwood Propellant Plant since June, 1963. 

George, born in 1949, joined the R.CM.P. in 
August, 1969, and after training was stationed in 
Alberta at Vermillion, Edmonton, Viking, Jasper, 
and Tofield. While at Jasper, he married Valerie 
McLachlan of Edmonton in 1974. He resigned from 
the force in March, 1977, and they returned to make 
their home on the Calderwood farm. They have two 
sons, Lee David, born in 1980 and Chad Evan in 
1982. 

Linda, born in 1952, graduated as an R.N. from 
the Winnipeg General Hospital in November, 1972. 
She nursed at the Victoria General Hospital in 
Halifax for one year, then the St. Boniface Hospital 
for almost a year. She has been at Uranium City, 
Saskatchewan for the past seven years. 

Mary, born in 1919, married Edward Good in 
1940. They lived and farmed in the Argyle district. 
They had six children; Alvin, born in 1941, Bill, in 
1942, Beverly, in 1944, Joan, in 1947, Jim, in 1948, 
and Marilynn, in 1957. 

Alvin married Roseann Hughes in 1967. They 
have three children, Brent, Kimberley and Sean. Bill 
is single and lives on the home farm. Beverly married 
William Watkinson in 1968. They have two children, 
Douglas and Tracy, and live in the Stonewall district. 
Joan married Dennis Schaeffer in 1967. They have 
three boys, Bradley, Stuart, and Daryl, and also live 
in the Stonewall district. Jim married Vivian 
Klimpke in 1969. They have two children, Jamie and 



Crystle, and farm in the Balmoral district on the 
former Jack Beattie farm which Ed had owned for a 
number of years. Marilynn married Clifford Lillies 
in 1979. They live in the Town of Stonewall. 

Edward passed away in March of 1974. Mary still 
lives on the home farm with Bill. 

The Cameron Clan 
submitted by Jessie McLean 

This is how it all began: 
Colin Cameron, born 1797 in Lochaber, Inver-

Colin Cameron, 1797-1870. Ann Cameron, 1800-1883. THIS 
IS HOW IT ALL BEGAN! 

ness County, Scotland married Ann Cameron, a 
cousin, on June 21, 1831. Ann was from Lianachan 
and Colin was from Killiviilin (Lochaber is a dis
trict). It took them three months in a sailing vessel to 
cross the ocean and they settled near New Glasgow, 
Terrebonne County, Quebec Province. In 1839 they 
and their four children Hugh, Paul, Mary and 
Duncan moved to London, Ontario and settled in 
Lobo Township, Middlesex County. Here Anna, 
Katherine and John Eoin were born. A total of seven 
children came from this union. 

I will now concentrate only on the Paul Cameron 
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Paul Cameron (Sr.), 1834-1881. 

(Sr.) family as it is his descendants that settled in the 
Rockwood Municipality. 

Paul and Agnes (McNaughton) Cameron left 
Watford, Ontario in the spring of 1880 by oxen with a 
family of eight children ranging in age from one to 
nineteen years. The younger children rode while the 
older ones helped push the heavy carts through 
swampy areas. Sometimes the load had to be 
lessened and a second trip had to be made in order to 
carryall their belongings. 

The family reached the Grassmere area where 
they established a home on the NE Y4 2-13-lE before 
winter set in. They had met two or three Indian Bands 
along the way who told them winter would be coming 
soon. 

The eight children of Paul and Agnes are as 
follows: Robert (Ida Lamb), John (Jean Kennedy), 
Paul (Jessie Kennedy), Allison (George Laing), Mar
garet (Adam Reid), Ann (Wesley Lutz), Mary (Matt 
Gillespie), and Agnes who passed away on Dec. 29, 
1910, in her 36th year, three weeks before she was to 
be married to Hugh McMillan. 

On January 22,1881 Paul Cameron froze to death 
while walking home from Stonewall less than a 
mile from home - Agnes Cameron raised her family 
and lived there until her death in July of 1912. Her son 
Robert continued on the farm until his retirement in 
March of 1939. Five members of the family -
Robert, John, Paul, Allison and Margaret all married 
and remained within the district. Two grandchildren 



of the original settlers still reside in the area Mrs. 
Agnes Saundry and Mrs. Jessie McLean. 

At this time of writing there is a total of nine 
surviving grandchildren of Paul (Sr.) and Agnes 
Cameron: 

Robert and Ida (Lamb) - both deceased no 
children. 

John (1865-1955) and Jean (Kennedy) 
(1887-1969) - John, Jean (Buck), Wesley, and Jim 
(deceased Sept. 1980). 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cameron. 

Paul (1879-1962) and Jessie (Kennedy) 
(1889-1963) - Colin (Dec. 4, 1909-0ct 5, 1974), 
Tom (Nov. 1, 1911-May 23, 1968), Ruth (Oakford) 
(Sept. 10, 1914-Jan. 25, 1944), and Jessie (McLean) 
(Aug. 28, 1922- ). 

Allison (1861-1935) and George Laing 
(1855-1941) Robert (deceased), Pauline 
(McMillan) (deceased), Tom (deceased), Bill (de
ceased), Jean (Adlard), John (deceased), Herbert (de
ceased), Ann (Saundrey) (deceased), Agnes (Saun
drey), Mary (Hipwell), George (deceased) and Jessie 
(Marshall). 

Margaret (1867-1958) and Adam Reid 
(1861-1938) Paul, Thomas, James and Agnes 
(Robertson) all deceased, and John. 

Paul (Jr.) and Jessie Cameron (Kennedy) were 
married on Dec. 2, 1908 and moved to Stonewall 
where they resided until their deaths. Paul and 
Jessie's grandchildren all reside in the Rockwood 
area. The children of Colin (deceased) and Eva (Tay
lor) are: Colin, Bill, Bob, Barry, Sharon. 

The children of Tom (deceased) and Jean (Good) 
are: Randal and Tim. 

The children of Jessie (Cameron) and Alex 
McLean are: Heather, Danny, Ian (deceased 1975), 
and Lockie. 

Ruth (Cameron) and Jim Oakford - no family. 
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Duncan and Christina Campbell 
Duncan Campbell married Christina Gillespie. 

They had 7 sons and 5 daughters, namely: Donald, 
Bella, John, James, Malcolm, George, Robert, Cath
erine, Christina, Elizabeth, Margaret and Duncan. 
Four of the sons James, Malcolm, George and Robert 
remained bachelors. 

The eldest son of Duncan and Christina Campbell 
was Donald (Dan) Campbell (1851-1926) who mar
ried first Margaret Jane Galbraith (1863-1893). Their 
children were Robert (Robbie) Donald (May 
18-1886-June 11, 1980) married November 17, 1915 
to Ellen Bradshaw (January 20, 1886-May 29, 1979); 
Lillian Isabel (Belle) (June 21, 1888-0ctober 14, 
1963) who was married January 7, 1914 to Elwood 
Fraser (November 9, 1887-August 26, 1970). They 
had 3 sons and 3 daughters. Another son of Duncan 
and Christina Campbell was Willie (October 13, 
1890-January 31, 1891). 

Donald's second wife was Effie Herron 
(1876-1970). They were married in September, 1894. 
Their children were: Myrtle Irene (June 12, 1896-
November 1974) who married John Cumming (died 
August, 1975). They had 3 sons and 3 daughters. 
Another son, James Duncan (born August 22, 1898) 
married February 12, 1933 to Janet Montgomery 
McNeill (March 19, 1912). They had 4 sons and 5 
daughters. Also, another son, Alexander (Sandy) 
Hamilton (born March 7, 1901) who was married 
May 25, 1932 to Marie Innis (born March 5, 1900). 

John, the son of Duncan and Christina Campbell, 
married Margaret Wells. Their children were: Min
nie who died as a young child; Christie who married 
Dinnie Williamson; Robert (Bob) who married Teen
ie Bowman; Olive who married first Charles Sinclair, 
and second Ellwood Fraser; Bella who married Nor
man Monkman; Maggie who remained a spinster; 
and Willie who died as an infant. His second wife 
was Elizabeth (Lizzie) Williams. Their children 
were: Sadie who married Bill Boxal1; Edith who 
married Jack Lawrie; Earl who married Myrtle Good; 
Elmer who married Grace Good, then Marion Tin
ney. 

The daughter of Duncan and Christina Campbell, 
Margaret (Maggie) married William Ross. Their 
children were: Charles who married Bella McDonald 
and Duncan who remained a bachelor. 

The youngest son of Duncan and Christina 
Campbell, Duncan, married Effie McQuarrie. Their 
children were: Jim who remained a bachelor, Duncan 
who married Mary Good, Laughy who married 
Lydia Fines, Hector who married Pearl MacDougal; 
Christine (Teenie) who married Harry Dicks; Janet 
(Nettie) who married William Walton; Catherine 
(Kate) who remained a spinster; William John (Red 



Bill) who married Isabel Fraser; and Tessie who 
married Fred Heath. 

Catherine (Kate) the daughter of Duncan and 
Christina Campbell married Archie Wood. Their 
children were Duncan who married first Polly Mudd 
and second Viola Beckstead Campbell; David who 
married Elizabeth Campbell; Christie who married 
William McKinnel; Bella who married Frank Car
son; Ella who married Harry Turner; Bert who mar
ried Jane; Bess who married Stuart Grahame; 
William (Willie); Sam who married Annie Fraser and 
Islay who married Walter Young. 

Gordon and Anne Campbell 
submitted by Dorothy McKnight and Edna 
Fines 

Gordon Ivan Campbell was the son of Robert F. 
and Jane (nee Quickfall) Campbell. He was born 
August 12, 1883 at Greenwood, Manitoba. He had 
two brothers and two sisters, their names being 
Frank, Gilbert, Nora and Eva. He married Annie 
Alberta Bowman on March 26, 1919 in Winnipeg. 

He was a successful farmer and always ready to 
help his neighbors. His talents were displayed in 
many ways. His father being musically inclined, 
Gordon followed in his ways and played the violin for 
many years at the house parties and dances. 

Gordon had a diploma in steam engineering and 
worked a few years on the steam engine at the Gunn 
Quarrie, Gunton. He was also an oilman on the 
Municipal dragline that dug out the drainage ditch in 
the bog area east of Greenwood for a number of 
years. 

He owned a threshing outfit and for many years 
he threshed for farmers around Balmoral and Green
wood districts. He was also employed for a number 
of years by the Rockwood Municipality dragging 
roads with a horse drawn road drag and he checked 
many loads of gravel which were spread on the roads. 

During the 1930's in the winter he cut cord wood 
and hauled it with the horses and sleigh to customers 
in Stonewall and Balmoral to sell for $2.00 a cord. In 
the summer he would put up hay on the bog, haul it 
home, press it into bales, load it into freight cars and 
ship it to Lang Bros, Winnipeg. 

Wild game was plentiful in this area and every 
fall Gordon spent as much time as possible at his 
favorite pastime of hunting. Annie Alberta Campbell 
daughter of Albert and Elizabeth Bowman was born 
October 29, 1898 in Stonewall, Man. She was a good 
community worker and for many years an assistant 
pianist for the Greenwood United Sunday School and 
also showed her talents by accompanying Gordon by 
playing the piano at the dances. She had three sisters, 
their names being Mamie, Nora and Rhoda. 
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Gordon and Anne Campbell, 40th Anniversary, March 26, 
1959. 

Gordon and Anne stayed with the family farm at 
Greenwood until 1944 and then sold it to John 
Schaeffer, moving to the old Quickfall farm NW 
20-15-2E in the Gunton area. They remained there 
till 1949 selling to Walter Furness, then moved to a 
farm one mile south of Gunton. They retired in 1955 
renting the farm to their son-in-law Bill McKnight. 

Gordon and Anne's family consisted of three 
daughters and one son. Dorothy born March 9, 1920 
who married Bill McKnight in 1941, they have two 
children Patricia and Claude. Edna born May 25, 
1926 who married Lloyd Fines in 1944, they have 
three children Lois, Gordon and Gregor. Shirley born 
March 14, 1935 married Stan Zwarych in 1955, they 
have six children, Ben, Brian, Brenda, Ken, Patricia 
and Christopher. Their only son Albert, born Decem
ber 11, 1937, married Cathy Luptak in 1955, they 
have one child, Bruce. 

They stayed on the farm until Gordon passed 
away in 1963, Anne moving to Teulon where she 
passed away in 1970. They are buried in Victoria 
Cemetery, Baimoral. 

Mr. John Campbell and Family 
submitted by Bruce and Mina Campbell 

Mr. John Campbell Sr. came to Manitoba in 1874 
with his family of six sons and one daughter. 

They took homesteads south east of what is now 
Teulon and a number of descendants still reside 
there. 

David, one of the older sons, was a good carpen
ter and built many log buildings in the district. He 
was married to Ada Pier and they had four children: 
Elizabeth who married Douglas Henderson, Harriet 



David Campbell. 

who never married, Edward who married Nora 
Campbell (a Scotch Campbell from Greenwood), 
and Mark who married Ruby Bowman from Green
wood. 

Bruce Campbell Wedding, 1944. 

Edward had three children; Bruce who married 
Mina Dicks after spending four years in the Air 
Force, then farmed on the old homestead before 
moving in to TeuIon in 1950. 

Marie is married to Bill Palen and lives two miles 
south of Teulon. She still loves her horses and they 
take many prizes at local fairs. 
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Esther (Edward's youngest daughter), never mar
ried and resides in Regina, Saskatchewan. She has 
worked many years for the Saskatchewan Power. 

Bruce Campbell Family: Bruce, Mina, Loraine, Bernie, Lorne 
Campbell, Lyall Campbell, LaVerne Pue. 

Bruce and Mina have four children; Loraine, a 
doctor, is married to Dr. William Birnie and they 
reside in Toronto, Ontario. They have two little girls. 

Lome is married to Phyllis Jessett, a nurse and 
they have two boys, Jeff and Craig. Lome works for 
the Federal Government in the Department of Resto
ration. They reside in Winnipeg. 

Lyall, the other twin, is married to Faye Douglas 
and they reside in Brandon. Lyall is a soil specialist 
in .the fertilizer business and does a lot of travelling 
through western Canada. 

La Verne the youngest daughter, went through as 
a school teacher, is married to Edward Pue and they 
reside in Calgary. Ed works for Rundle Floors and 
Fabrics and they have two girls, Christy and Tara. 

The Campbells (Edward) 
submitted by Marie Palen 

Being a descendant of the "Irish" Campbells 
who pioneered in the Dundas district southeast of 
Teulon, I would like to contribute to the history 
book. 

My great grandfather John Campbell Sr. home
steaded on the SW Y4 of 12-16-2E in 1873. He came 
from Dundas, Ontario so named the new district and 
the school I attended was on the northwest comer of 
his property. 

My grandfather, David Campbell, farmed the NE 



Ed Campbell, Nora, Bruce, Marie and Esther. 

The Campbells: Lizzie, Ed. Hattie and Mark. 

Y<t of 12-16-2E which later became my father's farm. 
My grandfather had married in Ontario to Ada Pier 
and they had four children - Elizabeth who married 
Douglas Henderson and went homesteading in north
ern Saskatchewan. Harriet, never married and made 
her home with us. Edward, who married Nora 
Campbell from Greenwood. Mark who married 
Ruby Bowman from Greenwood. 

There were many Campbells in the district then 
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and they had to have some way to distinguish them so 
they were known as the "Irish", "Scottish" and 
"Just" Campbells who were Scottish but had come 
up from United States and were not related to the 
other Scottish Campbells. 

My father married Nora who was one of the 
"Just" Campbells - her father was Robert F. Camp
bell who had married a Quickfall girl and came up 
from the United States with the Quickfalls and settled 
in the Greenwood district. 

Ed and Nora had three children - Bruce and 
Marie who live in Teulon and Esther who took off 
for greener pastures in Saskatchewan and has resided 
in Regina now for several years and is employed by 
the Saskatchewan Power Corporation. 

Marie married Victor Ellison in 1942 and they 
lived in Teulon where he operated the Grist milL In 
1955 they purchased a farm - SE V4 of 16-16-2E and 
left town although Victor still carried on in the mill. 

They had five children, Wayne, Dell, Murray, 
Faye and Campbell. 

Victor passed away in 1963, Dell in 1968 and 
Campbell in 1978. 

Wayne is married to Stephanie (Mozdzen) and 
they live on the farm he grew up on. They have three 
girls Kim, Keri and Kristi. 

Murray is married to Joan (Meads). He works in 
Winnipeg and they live in Gunton. They have two 
girls Heather and Shannon. 

Faye is married to Richard Kusnick and they live 
in Grand Rapids where he is employed by Manitoba 
Hydro. They have three children Jason, Tammie and 
Nigel. 

In 1970 Marie married Bill Palen who had retired 
from farming and lived in Teulon. 

He was the first caretaker of the Teulon Rock
wood Centennial Center and was also driving a 
school bus. 

Being farmers at heart they purchased a small 
acreage in 1975 so now have retired to the NW V4 of 
4-16-2E with three ponies and a little stray dog that 
has made this his home. 

William James Campbell 
11-16-2E 
submitted by Lillian Campbell 

In 1851, John and Harriet Campbell left London
derry, Ireland and came to Canada. They settled in 
Dundas County, near Morrisbourg, Ontario. In 
1873, John Campbell and his son, Mark, travelled by 
way of the Great Lakes and the Dawson Trail to Fort 
Garry, Manitoba. Their purpose was to find good 
farm land on which to settle John and Harriet's large 
family. John staked out twelve claims in township 
16-2E and named the area 'Dundas' after Dundas 



County, Ontario. He returned to his home in the east, 
leaving Mark on his homestead to cut logs during the 
winter. 

The next spring, 1874, John with his family of 
four married sons, their wives and children, two 
unmarried sons and a daughter, and W. 1. Boyd, an 
adopted nephew, set out for their new home in Man
itoba. They took with them personal belongings and 
several teams of good horses. 

The trip, by the same route as that taken in 1873, 
provided adventure and' excitement. They encoun
tered Indians on several occasions, which caused 
them a little concern but they soon realized that the 
natives were curious rather than unfriendly. At times, 
to lighten the load in the boat, the men forced the 
horses to swim. Black flies and mosquitoes plagued 
passengers and animals alike. 

Our grandparents, William and Harriet Camp
bell, with their small son, William (our father), were 
members of that group known as 'The Irish Camp
bells'. Grandfather died in 1877 and Harriet, our 
grandmother, married Andrew Miller, a lumberman 
of the area. William junior, a small boy at the time, 
made his home with Uncle Joe and Aunt Mary 
CampbelL He later purchased his own farm site on 
11-16-2E. He and Jimmy Link batched together for 
several years in a small shanty on the farm until 
William married Catherine Matheson, daughter of 
John and Annie Matheson. The Mathesons, from the 
Isle of Skye, Scotland, came to Woodroyd, Manitoba 
in 1888, later moving to the Teulon area. 

Our parents' family consisted of five daughters: 
Annie, Mrs. A. M. Baker, of Morden, was a teacher 
previous to her marriage. Florence, a daughter, died 
in early childhood. A son, Murray, his wife Lor
raine, and three children, farm in Morden. 

Harriet, the second daughter, died at an early age. 
Lillian, also a teacher, taught in towns and urban 

schools in Manitoba. Since retirement, she resides in 
Teulon. 

Frances, Mrs. 1. Ridgeway of Grosse Isle, taught 
in rural schools and later in schools for the mentally 
handicapped in Winnipeg. William, a son, his wife, 
Norma, and four children farm in Grosse Isle. 

Kathleen, Mrs. B. R. Skinner of Teulon, a gradu
ate nurse from Selkirk General Hospital, served as 
general nurse and head nurse for many years in the 
Teulon Hospital. Ben and Kathleen's family, Donna, 
John and Douglas and families, farm in Teulon. 
Douglas has a commercial pilot's licence and is pres
ently working in the North. 

Our parents' interests centred around life as farm 
folk. They first built a two-storey house, enlarging it 
later to suit the needs of their growing family. Dad's 
little old log shanty still stood in the yard, a reminder 
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of his bachelor days. Over the years, it was used as a 
storehouse, a playhouse and finally a mill. Dad used 
the mill to grind grain from himself and his neigh
bors. Finally the shanty outlived its usefulness and it 
was torn down. 

Dad followed the Irish Campbell tradition by 
raising and training fine horses. As children we, too, 
learned to appreciate horses. 

Our father was a good, hard-working farmer who 
broke most of the land he acquired. We recall him 
saying to our uncle, "I will buy a Titan, Sandy, and 
we will break that 80 acres of bog land." The Titan 
broke the bog land and more. 

We remember when Dad bought our first Model 
T. Being high set, it was dependable and could travel 
over all sorts and conditions of roads. Comfort was 
lacking at times. The rain beat through the flaps 
which served as curtains and the loose chain ends 
beat a deafening tattoo on the fenders, but the 'Model 
T' provided many happy outings. 

Dad loved fun and had a wonderful sense of 
humor. He always had time for a game of Cricket, 
Baseball or Horseshoe. Such happy memories! 

Mother was a good homemaker who loved us all 
in a more serious way. Her family, friends and church 
meant more to her. Her main interests, a source of 
pleasure to herself and a benefit to her growing 
family were cooking, knitting and qUilting. She ex
celled in alL 

Memory recalls special treats - freshly baked 
bread, oatmeal cookies, rhubarb-custard pie, and 
baking powder biscuits. We regret that some recipes 
have been lost. 

Our parents loved company and regular visits 
among friends and neighbors were more common in 
their day. Mother passed away in 1953 and Father in 
1958. They are buried in the nearby Dundas ceme
tery. To quote from ,. Re-echoes from Rockwood" -
"This is hallowed ground, this is Dundas. Surely 
God is in this place. " 
Thomas Chatfield 
submitted by Neilona Robinson 

Thomas and Fanny Chatfield and their infant son, 
Charles, left Surrey, England, in 1887 for Manitoba. 
They resided briefly along the Red River at S1. Nor
bert and then moved to Oak Bluff where they farmed 
for some years. Here the remainder of their family 
was born Thomas Jr., Helen, Susan, and Dorothea. 

In 1900 they moved to Balmoral, driving their 
cattle on foot and settled on SE 3-15-2E where they 
farmed for several years. Here they built a two-storey 
stone and masonry house which still stands today. 
Mr. Chatfield is especially remembered for his enter
prise in beautifying his home surroundings with trees 
and flowers. 



The family received their education at Good 
Hope school. They drove to the Victoria Presbyterian 
Church to attend church services. Here Charles often 
lit the fire in the stove to heat the church. 

In 1912 Charles married Jean McLeod and they 
settled on their farm NE Y4 9-15-2E. During the war 
years, Helen went to England to marry Joseph 
Mizen, who had returned to England to join the 
British Army. They later came back to Canada and 
U.S.A. 

In 1918 the remaining family decided to seek a 
new home in the eastern provinces and after a lei
surely progress considering various locations, fixed 
upon a fruit farm at Fredericton, N.B. Three years 
later he died. Mrs. Chatfield and family returned to 
the west and bought a home in Stonewall. Thomas Jr. 
bought a farm SE 9-15-2E. 

After Mrs. Chatfield died in 1929, Susan and 
Dorothea made their home with Thomas. Dorothea 
died in 1950. Thomas sold his farm in 1954 to Ron 
and Bertha Jeffery and he and Susan moved to 
Grimsby, Ontario where he carried on landscape 
gardening until his death in 1971. After a few years 
Susan returned and is now residing in the Kinsmen 
Apts., Stonewall. 

Charles and Jean Chatfield 

Charles and Jean Chatfield on their Wedding day, November 
23rd.1912. 
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Charles Robert Chatfield married Jean McLeod 
in 1912, and their first home was the NE 9-15-2E. 
Here their two daughters were born, Neilona and 
Margaret. 

The first years were spent erecting buildings and 
clearing land. Threshing was done by steam engine 
power and later by tractor power. 

Jean's parents, Neil and Annie McLeod, retired 
from farming on the SW 1O-15-2E and moved to 
Stonewall. The Chatfield family moved to this farm 
where they lived for many years. 

Both Charles and Jean were active in community 
affairs and were staunch church members and work
ers. They were on several church boards, Charles 
being an elder in both Victoria and Balmoral United 
Churches. He was Superintendent of the Sunday 
School at Victoria for many years until it joined with 
Balmoral. Jean was active in the Ladies' Aid, as it 
was known then. 

The family attended Victoria United Church until 
1948 when the church was closed, and then went to 
Balmoral Church. 

Charles was an interested curler and drove to 
Gunton by horse and cutter to curl before there was a 
curling rink at Balmoral. 

Their home interests were gardening and flowers 
which they enjoyed. In summer one of the highlights 
of the week was the Saturday night trip to Stonewall. 
This was a real excursion in the old model T. touring 
car. The taillight, which was a lamp filled with coal 
oil, must be made ready before leaving. 

Margaret and Neilona attended Balmoral school, 
and Margaret continued her education in business 
while Neilona attended Normal School and entered 
the teaching profession. 

Neilona married Roy Robinson, of Whitemouth, 
and took up farming on her parents' first farm. Mar
garet married Howard Peacock while he was in the 
Air Force. They later farmed at Poplar Point, then 
moved to Portage la Prairie. They are now residing at 
Coaldale, Alberta. 

The years went by and Jean died at their home in 
1945. Charles remained on the farm until his death in 
1952. The old home was then bought by Roy and 
Neilona Robinson. 

Roy and Neilona Robinson 
Roy Robinson, of Whitemouth, and Neilona 

Chatfield were married in 1941 at her parents' home. 
They lived at Whitemouth for one and one-half years 
and then took up farming on Charles and Jean Chat
field's first farm on the NE 9-15-2E. They lived here 
until 1953, at which time they moved to the old 
family farm three miles east of Balmoral. 

They were active in community and church af-



Roy and Neilona Robinson on their Wedding Day, December 
27th,1941. 

fairs. Their main interests besides farming were car
ing for their homegrounds and garden. 

Their three daughters Sandra, Avis and Jean at
tended Balmoral School and Stonewall Collegiate. 
Sandra and Jean followed the business field while 
Avis chose a teaching career in Business Education. 

Sandra married George McKerracher and they, 
along with their two sons, Darren and Kerry, live in 
Winnipeg, Avis married Herbert Meier and live on 
their farm near Argyle. They have a family of three 
- Michael, Crystal and Eric. Jean married Gerald 
Holm and they reside south of Stonewall with their 
two children Ryan and Shawna. 

In 1980 Roy and Neilona sold the old home which 
had been in her family since 1882, at which time her 
grandparents, Neil and Annie McLeod had first set
tled there. The Robinsons are now enjoying their 
retirement in Stonewall. 

The Cieslar Family 
submitted by Marjorie Cieslar 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cieslar emigrated from Czech-
0slovakia in 1936. They settled in the Rockwood 
area, north-east of Stonewall. They have four daugh
ters and one son, Eva, Anne, Suzanne, Paul and 
Helen. 

Although the two oldest girls' had finished their 
elementary schooling in Czechoslovakia, all the chil
dren went to Centre School, not only to learn their 
lessons, but to learn to speak the English language. 
They will always be grateful to Annie Calderwood 
(now Mrs. Dave Willis), the teacher at that time, for 
all the help and encouragement she gave them 
through a difficult time. 
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The oldest daughter, Eva, married Walter 
Pichurski and has six children, Olga, John, Ruth, 
Judy, Bill and Joanne. Four of the children were born 
in Rockwood: Olga, a missionary, who is now living 
in Peru, South America; John, who married Patricia 
Steele of North Battleford, Saskatchewan, and is 
living in Regina, Saskatchewan; and Ruth and Judy, 
who live in Montreal, Quebec. 

Eva and Walter made their home elsewhere for 
many years but returned to Rockwood in 1980 and 
are living near Teulon, Manitoba. 

Annie, who married Max Nazaretz of Toronto, 
has three children and now lives in New Westminster, 
British Columbia 

Susanne, who graduated from the Stonewall Col
legiate, went on to Teachers' College, then came 
back to Rockwood to teach in Victoria School, 3Y2 
miles from the Cieslar home. She walked to the 
school every day. She married Joseph Niedoba from 
Europe. They have two children and they live in 
Willowdale, Ontario. 

Helen, who is the youngest, was born in Rock
wood. She married Ronald Walton of Willowdale, 
Ontario, has three children, and lives in Willowdale. 

Paul, the only son, helped on the farm until he 
joined the army. After the war, he took mechanics 
training and worked in Winnipeg for five years. He 
married Marjorie Webb of Stonewall. Their two chil
dren were born in Rockwood; Marjorie Lynne, who 
married Robert Barteaux, of Birtle, Manitoba, has 
two children; and John (Jack), who is still in Stone
wall. Paul took over the family farm in 1950 when his 
mother and father retired and moved to Willowdale, 
Ontario. 

Mr. A. E. Clarke 
submitted by Mrs. Stewart Matthewson 

In any history of Grassmere, mention must be 
made of Mr. A. E. Clarke who, in 1919, moved from 
Winnipeg with his family to the farm formerly oc
cupied by Mr. Colin McDonald. This farm, located 
four miles west on the Warren Road and one half mile 
north, was an excellent location. It was near the 
Grassmere school, Ekhart; and surrounded by fine 
old families, such as the Durants, McKerrachers, 
Tom Calders, Alex Calders and many others, who 
warmly welcomed the Clarkes to the community. 

Grassmere School was the centre where everyone 
met to hold dances, meetings, Christmas concerts, 
debates, spelling bees and many other interesting 
events. 

At this time a movement was on foot, in which 
the farmers became actively interested. The United 
Farmers of Manitoba, as it was called, was organized; 
and Mr. A. E. Clarke became president of the 



Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Clarke. 

Grassmere division. He served in this capacity for 
many years; and, when he retired from office in the 
U.F.M., he was secretary of the large division of 
Selkirk. 

In 1931 "A.E." as he was often called, was elec
ted a councillor for Rockwood; and served on many 
worthwhile committees in the best interests of the 
people. He remained in office as councillor for six 
years; and then was elected Reeve where he served 
for four more years. While Reeve, he carried on the 
policy of Mr. Ben Lewis, his predecessor, in re
organizing and rebuilding municipal finances; and 
curtailing unnecessary spending. 

Mr. Clarke became a member of the regional 
Advisory Committee for the Veterans Land Act; and 
continued in this for some years, meeting and help
ing many hundreds of veterans to become estab
lished. 

In 1939, Mr. Clarke was appointed one of Man
itoba's two supervisors in the Wheat Acreage Reduc
tion Program. He had the northern half of Manitoba, 
a very large territory, with many problems arising. 
When the program was changed to Prairie Farmer's 
Assistance, Mr. Clarke continued as supervisor. He 
worked for the government for sixteen years, met 
many wonderful people, and tried at all times, to help 
the farmers to the best of his ability. 

Soon after moving to Grassmere, Mr. Clarke 
became interested in the agricultural society, quite a 
strong organization at that time. He served as presi
dent for two years; and director for eighteen years. 
He also was a trustee for Grassmere School for a 
number of years. He became president of the local 
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Pool elevator when it was first organized; and held off 
for two years. He had remained a member for many 
years, being very interested in the "Co-op Move
ment" . 

Mr. Clarke always took a keen interest in politics, 
the welfare of the Liberal party was his great con
cern. He was president of the Liberals for Selkirk 
constituency until it was taken in to St. James, and 
secretary of Rockwood Liberal Society. He acted as 
returning officer for many years. 

Mr. Clarke and family had for many years spent 
the winters in Stonewall or Winnipeg. Finally, in 
1948, moving to Stonewall he took up residence at 
what is known as the Health Unit; and later purchased 
the home owned by Mr. Don Campbell. 

In 1953, at the request of a group of the town's 
citizens, Mr. Clarke was persuaded to enter the may
oralty field. He became mayor and remained in that 
office until, due to ill health, he resigned in 1958. 

The Clifford Family 
by Ewart J. Clifford 

John Clifford came to the Balmoral district from 
Ontario in 1875. He worked at his building trade 
while he located a homestead. He acquired the S 
V2-19-5-15-2E and settled on the east quarter. In 1879 
his wife Elizabeth and family of two sons and three 
daughters arrived from Ingersoll, Ontario, two sons 
and two daughters were born on the homestead. 

Mrs. John Clifford (Elizabeth). 



They were three miles from the Bamoral, Green
wood and Greenridge schools, they attended the lat
ter. The nearest neighbors were Mortons to the east 
and Quickfalls to the north. 

The daughters married men of the district, Sarah 
to Alexander McBain. They moved to Clandeboye, 
Manitoba. Elizabeth to John Berry and they farmed 
in the Stonewall district. 

Ellen (Nellie) married Charles Hancock, this 
being the first wedding in the new Methodist Church 
in Balmoral in 1889, the present United Church. 
They settled on the Shoal Lake area and later moved 
to Stonewall. 

Mary Ann married Fred Markland who farmed 
south of Balmoral and later moved to Vancouver, 
B.C. 

Emma married Freeman Jordan of Roland, Man
itoba. 

Robert served overseas in World War I and re
turned to farm in the Grandview district of Manitoba. 
John Jr. took over the farming operations on the 
homestead until his marriage to Isabelle Burnett, 
when they retired and moved to Stonewall in 1932. 

The original house built by Mr. Clifford is still 
kept in good condition, and is now the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. L. Lillies. Among other buildings he 
helped to erect in the early eighties was the home of 
the Inkster family south west of Balmoral, which is 
still standing, the logs used for the construction were 
hauled from Old Kildonan. 

William Clifford settled on the south west quar
ter, clearing the land and erecting buildings. In 1898 
he married Annie Burge daughter of William and 
Elizabeth Burge, who lived on an adjoining farm. 
Mr. and Mrs. Burge and family came from England 
in 1889 and purchased the NE 13-15-1E from Mr. 
Walter Perry. 

In 1912 William Clifford built a large barn for 
their herd of beef cattle and horses, later used for 
dairy cattle and some years later, hogs. Some corn 
and turnips were grown for the livestock which made 
plenty of hoeing, and what good turnips, up to twen
ty pounds with hardly a blemish. A team of mules 
was bought for additional power, they caused much 
excitement and worked well with the horses for about 
twenty years. We farmed the SW 24-15-lE for forty 
years cleared and broke fifty acres, some with two 
tractors hitched tandem pulling the breaker. 

Mother passed away in 1919 during the influenza 
epidemic leaving a family of nine children. The chil
dren attended the Greenridge school until Consolida
tion at Balmoral. 

Rhoda was married to Fred Pulfer in 1922 and 
settled on their farm south west of Balmoral. 

William Jr. went to Alberta in 1928 where he 
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worked on the Jack Morton farm driving an eight 
horse team for a season, then he went to the Peace 
River district where he homesteaded. 

Father passed away in 1955 at 91 years of age; his 
last surviving sister Ellen at 96 in 1965. 

Greta helped at home during her lifetime, she 
took part in local activities and was fond of hand
icrafts. Joseph and I worked on the farms together, he 
taking possession of the home farm for a number of 
years. 

My younger sisters Vera and Olive secured em
ployment in Winnipeg, married and are now residing 
there. 

My sister Gladys and I are still living on the 
original land. In 1980 we were presented with a 
Centennial Farm Certificate and plaque by the Rock
wood Municipality on the occasion of their Centen
nial. 

The Coe and The Miller Families 
submitted by Irene (Coe) Goodwin 

Albert Coe, around the year 1896, came from 
Honeywood, Ontario, to the Balmoral district, and 
homesteaded across the road from his sister, Mrs. 
James Pulfer and her husband. 

In 1908 he married Edith Miller, daughter of 
pioneers, John and Margaret Miller of Argyle, who 
had come from Renfrew County, Ontario several 
years previously. Mr. and Mrs. Coe farmed also for 
many years lY4 miles north of Stonewall on the Bal
moral road. Mrs. Coe died in 1944, and Mr. Coe in 
1956, and are buried in the Stonewall cemetery. They 
had seven children, six daughters and one son. 

Rose, being the eldest, was of great help to her 
parents during the depression years leaving school 
early to do so, during which time she clerked at 
Lequesne's Confectionery and Bakery Store in 
Stonewall. She married Manson Reid, a Manitoba 
Telephone man from Boissevain. They lived most of 
their married life in Shoal Lake before retiring to 
Brandon, where Manson died in 1976 and where 
Rose continues to live. They did not have any chil
dren. 

Irene, after completing Grade 12 in Stonewall, 
went to Toronto, Ontario, to live as a companion to a 
widowed aunt, and there took business training. 
Among her places of employment were the Hoover 
Company and the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora
tion. She married William Goodwin of Toronto. 
They owned and operated retail bakery businesses 
for many years in Toronto, and later a summer tourist 
bakery at Lakefield, near Peterborough. Since their 
retirement they have been spending their winters at 
New Port Richey, Florida, and the summers in List
owel, Ontario, near Kitchener. They have two daugh-



ters Joy, a sales consultant in the telecommunications 
field, who, with her daughter Nadine Smith, resides 
in Thornhill, Ontario, and Rohanna, a registered 
nurse, who works and resides in San Francisco, 
California, with two sons, Hamilton and Karson 
Jones. 

Bert served in World War II with the Saskatoon, 
(Saskatchewan) Light Infantry overseas. On his re
turn home he married Florence Taylor, from Sas
katchewan, and they lived in Winnipeg. Bert worked 
at a brewery for most of his years, and later for an ice 
cream firm, before he became seriously ill and died 
in 1978. They had seven children: Doreen Asselin, 
who has a daughter Michelle; Kenneth, who is mar
ried to Kathleen Pennycook, has a son Kenneth 
Scott; Keith who died in 1979; David, twins Donald 
and Patricia, and Marilyn. 

Ada worked in a Winnipeg munitions plant dur
ing World War II. She was married to Peter Nolman, 
and has a son Clinton who has made the Canadian 
Armed Services his life's career; also a daughter 
Marion, whose husband, Robert Kjilaas, is also in 
the armed services. They have a daughter, Robin. 
Ada and her husband of many years, John Bannish, 
are residents of Selkirk, where she was employed at 
the Selkirk Hospital and he at a lumber company 
until their recent retirement. 

Grace, after service in the Women's Division of 
the Royal Canadian Navy during World War II, grad
uated both from a business course and a Mothercraft 
Nursing course in Toronto, Ontario. There she mar
ried Garnet Stewart from Boissevain, Manitoba, who 
had served with the Royal Canadian Air Force, and 
who, after being active in the construction industry 
in the Toronto area for several years, took teacher's 
training to teach his trade in a Toronto high schooL 
They have five children: John, a music teacher in a 
Toronto school, is married and has a son David 
Christopher; Deborah McKelvey and her husband 
reside in Calgary, Alberta, and have a son Seane and 
daughter Angela; Catherine teaches music and kin
dergarten in Toronto; Lorraine, a legal secretary, was 
recently married; and David who is still attending 
school. 

Alice was employed in a munitions plant in Win
nipeg during World War II. She married Thomas 
Chicken of Argyle, who, until his recent retirement, 
was custodian for the school and skating rink in 
Balmoral, where they have resided for many years. 
They have three daughters and one son: Beverley 
(Mrs. Josephson); Gail (Mrs. Corder); Maureen 
(Mrs. Mason); and James at home. 

Viola, after attending school in Stonewall, took a 
business course in Toronto. On her return to Man
itoba she married Lome Stefanson, an attendant at 

192 

the Selkirk Hospital, where she also worked for 
several years. They have five sons and two daughters: 
Bradford, married, has a daughter Patricia; Clarence, 
married, has a son Jason; Arthur and Orville are both 
married; Danny unmarried; Runnie (Mrs. Consue) 
and Loreli. In recent years Viola has worked at the 
Winnipeg Medical Clinic. She and most of her fam
ily have been quite active in country music entertain
ment. She later married Walter Nordell, originally 
from Stonewall, who died in 1978. 

The Cockerills 
by Claire Cockerill 

Major Frank Cockerill was born at Lincoln, En
gland on May 20, 1885 and died on February 12, 
1974. He came to Canda in 1907 and started in the 
general store business in Gunton, Manitoba. Mr. 
Cockerill went overseas in 1914 with the Royal Cana
dian Dragoons and later transferred to the Fort Garry 
Horse, returning to Canada in 1917. 

After returning from World War One, Mr. Cock
erill married Violet Bowman in 1917. This marriage 
produced five children; twin girls Velma and Violet, 
Phyllis, and twin boys Claude and Claire. He subse
quently became Commanding Officer of B Squadron 
of the Fort Garry Horse in the militia. In World War 
Two he became active with the Fort Garry Horse and 
later with the Veterans Guard of Canada. After World 
War II he operated general stores in Gunton and 
Sanford, Manitoba. He was a strong supporter of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, and a life member of 
Stonewall Masonic Lodge AF & AM and an active 
member of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 171 
Sanford. 

Cramb 
by Mr. and Mrs. John Cramb 

James and Janet Cramb and their son John immi
grated to Canada from Auchterarder, Scotland in the 
spring of 1928. Their first years in Canada were spent 
on farms at Rosser and Foxwarren. In the fall of 1934 
they settled on their farm near Stonewall, the SW 
24-13-lE in the R.M. of Rockwood. Later, they also 
purchased SE 22-13-lE. Mr. Cramb continued to 
farm until his death in 1963. Mrs. Cramb remained 
on the farm until 1972, and then lived in Winnipeg 
until her death in 1981. 

John married Margaret Barker of Lilyfield in 
1951, and their home was built on the family farm. 
They have two daughters Gwendolyn Janet and Anne 
Elizabeth. Gwen married Gordon Thompson of Flin 
Flon in 1978. They live at Flin Flon. Anne resides in 
Winnipeg. 

The Crisp Family 
Thomas Crisp came to the Balmoral district in 



January of 1897 from Toronto. He had been ill with 
pneumonia and it was thought that prairie air would 
help him recuperate. He came with the James Jeffer
sons, who owned the farm now occupied by Ed and 
Helen Thompson, a mile south of Balmoral. He 
spent the winter there, and in May, his wife Mary 
Ann and daughters, Ethel and Irene, who were 7 and 
5 years old at the time, arrived from Toronto to join 
him. They worked for the Jeffersons that summer and 
in the fall rented the Ed Morton farm for three years. 
That's the farm known 'as the Bill Short farm, and 
now owned by Neil Stanbra. When the three years 
were up, Thomas Crisp bought the John Berry farm 
now owned by Jack and George Willis and occupied 
by Bert Shaw. 

Another daughter, Lillian was born on that farm 
in 1902. The Crisps worked and raised their three 
daughters there until Thomas Crisp became ill and 
passed away in August of 1920. Mrs. Crisp even
tually sold the farm to John Shaw and family, who at 
that time, had been occupying the second house in 
the yard. After living in various places, mostly with 
her daughters, Mrs. Crisp passed away August 22nd, 
1946. 

The oldest daughter, Ethel, married Russell 
Clyde Woods, a railway employee and also a first 
cousin of the Jeffreys from the Ridgeway district -
John, Jim and Andy. Irene married David Bruce 
whose family were also pioneers of Rockwood Mu
nicipality. They had three sons - Clayton, Thomas 
and Allan. Thomas makes his home in Balmoral and 
is the Postmaster. Clayton is at Duncan, B.C. and 
Allan in Toronto, Ontario. Lillian Crisp married Os
wald Rae Florence and there were eight children; 
Mildred MacGarva - Balmoral; Thomas - Teulon; 
Helen Stanbra - Teulon; Robert - Cold Lake, 
Alberta; Hartley - Duncan, B.C.; Jack - Cold 
Lake, Alberta; Brian - Teulon; Beverly Gesell -
Teulon. 

Ethel Woods (Crisp) passed away in 1969. Irene 
Buchanan (Bruce, Crisp) makes her home in Argyle, 
Manitoba. Lillian Florence (Crisp) lives in Cedar 
Lodge, Teulon, Manitoba. 

The Florence Family 
Peter and Annie Florence came to the Balmoral 

area in March of 1882 as early settlers. Peter had 
come to Canada in 1874 and spent four years in 
Queensville, Ontario with an uncle who was a well
to-do farmer and fruit grower. While there he at
tended school part time. He also, worked and saved 
to return to Scotland where he married Annie 
McRobie of Insch near Elgin in northern Scotland. 
Peter was from Fyvie near Aberdeen, Scotland. 
When their oldest daughter was six weeks old they 

193 

were persuaded by friends - George and Alex 
Tocher - to come back to Canada. George Tocher 

. owned the farm now occupied by Rose Brennan and 
family. Peter and Annie spent some months in 
Queensville, Ontario and in March, 1882, came to 
Winnipeg, which was a booming place by then and 
the only accomodation they could get was to sleep on 
the dining room floor of the old Cabinet Hotel along 
with many other settlers. The next day George 
Tocher brought them out to his farm. They bought the 
land now owned by Bill Reynolds just west of Bal
moral. The old house still stands on the farm but is 
not in use. The neighbours - Pedens and Coverdales 
- helped to build the house. Peter worked at any
thing he could do to buy cows, oxen etc. and was 
away a lot. Annie had been told that wolves wouldn't 
bother if a light was on. So when she was alone, 
milked the cows in the afternoon and left a light on all 
night. 

In 1903, their friend, George Tocher, died. As 
he'd never married, the farm was for sale. Peter sold 
the homestead to an American for $2500 and bought 
the Tocher farm. 

There were eleven children in the Florence fam
ily, namely: Annie - 1881-1960; Graham -
1882-1936; George - 1884-1967; Percy -
1886-1958; Peter - 1888-1920; Helen - 1890-now 
living in Nanaimo, B.C.; Oswald Rae -1892-1974; 
Robert Burns -1895-1959; Kathleen -1897-1955; 
Ruth -1902-1940; John -1900-now living in Van
couver, B.C. 

Only one member of this family stayed on and 
made his home in Balmoral. That was Oswald Rae 
Florence. He married Lillian Crisp - daughter of 
later pioneers. There were eight children of this mar
riage, namely, Mildred MacGarva, Thomas, Helen 
Stanbra, Robert, Hartley, Jack, Brian, and Beverly 
Gesell. 

Only one member of Oswald's family remained 
to make her home in Balmoral - Mildred, who 
married Robert McGarva in 1940. There were five 
children from this marriage - Robert Rae, Warren 
Ronald (who passed away in a car accident in 1969), 
Denise Jean Cannon and Dale Anne Willis (twins), 
and Laura Mildred King. 

The rest of Oswald's family left Balmoral. 
Thomas, Brian, Helen Stanbra, and Beverly Gesell 
to Teulon, Manitoba, Hartley in Duncan, B.C., 
Robert and Jack who retired from the R.C.A.F. and 
reside in Cold Lake, Alberta. 
Crookshanks 
by Bert Crookshanks 

Among the many families from Ontario who 
came to this area in the last century, was that of John 
Crookshanks and his wife, the former Jane Cathcart. 



Home of John and Jane Crookshanks. 

Together with their six sons, they arrived in 
March 1894, and settled on a half section of land one 
mile east of Stonewall. This was purchased from Mr. 
Thomas Lusted who had built the large stone house 
which still stands there. 

John Crookshanks was born in 1836 near Lon
donderry, Ireland, and came to Canada with his 
parents and three brothers in 1837. The family settled 
in the Peterborough area, where John grew up, later 
taking up a homestead at Gorrie, in Huron County. 
There he and Jane, also of Irish parentage, carved a 
farm out of the bush, and at the same time raised a 
family of six. 

As these sons grew up, and as Huron County 
became more settled, it was decided that there would 
be opportunities in the west. So the move was made. 
The livestock, machinery, and personal effects were 
loaded in boxcars and transported to StonewalL This 
was certainly different from the earlier pioneers who 
had a much more difficult time getting here. 

The family took an active part in the community 
and were faithful members of the Methodist Church. 
Jane passed away in 1914 and John in 1919. 

Of the six sons in the family, Robert, the eldest, 
homesteaded in the Petersfield area. He was married 
to Annie Chanin, and had a family of three, a son and 
two daughters. 

Wesley, married to Ida Buckpitt, farmed at 
Stonewall and had two sons. 

Elliott went west in 1907, homesteading at Ker-
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Back Row, L to R: Samuel, Wesely, Albert. Front Row: Elliott, 
George, Robert. 

robert, Saskatchewan. He was married to Edna 
Teskey and they had three sons and three daughters. 

Samuel married Emily Bell of the Rockwood 
district, whose parents came here in 1871. They had 



one son and four daughters, and farmed part of the 
original holding. This part is still in the possession of 
the family. 

George, who married Margaret Guest, con
tinued farming on the old home place till 1948 , when 
he sold to Mr. Chris Jensen. 

Albert, the youngest son, also homesteaded at 
Kerrobert in 1907, and served overseas during World 
War I. 

The last surviving of the six brothers were 
George, who remained active till his death in 1973, at 
the age of 92. 

The Croy Family History 
by C. Croy 

It was a long wait that November afternoon in 
1909 in the Stonewall railway station, with two young 
children and a four-month old baby. But Rena Croy 
had not been told that the morning train went only as 
far as Stonewall, and that in order to get to Balmoral, 
she would have a six hour stopover in Stonewall. So 
she did her best .to keep the two eldest, Marie and 
George, amused, and to look after the baby, Gerald. 
At least the trip which had started in South 
Whitley, Indiana, and had included train changes in 
Chicago and St. Paul- would be ended that evening 
when her husband James Croy, met her with team and 
wagon to take her to her new home, the former A. 
Waterer farm on the NE Y4 of 28-14-2E. His trip from 
Indiana which had taken a week, had been made in a 
boxcar loaded with a team of brood mares, some 
chickens, machinery and household furniture. 

The Croys were one of the several American 
families who had been lured to Canada by relatively 
cheap farm land offered for sale by the H. L. Emmert 
Land Company of Animosa, Iowa. This company 
had bought several sections situated on both sides of 
what is now P. T.H. No.7, starting at the site of the 
old Victoria School, two and one half miles north of 
the junction of Highway 67 and running north for 
four miles. All the families, except the Croys, found 
the going too rough and had moved back to the States 
by 1918. James and Rena Croy were the only Amer
icans of this group of settlers who stayed to make a 
permanent home in Manitoba. Once when asked 
why he too hadn't returned home to the warmer 
climate and easier life, James replied, "I couldn't go 
back because I didn't have the money to do so." 

James Clem Croy had been born in 1879 in a sod 
hut in what is now the state of Nebraska, but was, at 
that time, still a territory. When his mother died, his 
father moved back home to South Whitley, Indiana, 
where he was raised by his grandmother. He joined 
the army and fought in the Spanish American War, 
seeing action in Cuba where he received a wound in 
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his foot which, in later life, brought about the am
putation of his leg below the knee, and necessitated 
his wearing an artificial limb. Once during their 
sojourn in Cuba, he and his comrades stole a beer 
wagon and all ended up extremely drunk. They were 
brought up before their commanding officer who let 
them off with a reprimand providing they made a 
solemn promise to never again consume alcoholic 
drinks. James Croy made the promise and, what is 
more, kept it throughout his long life. 

At the end of the war, he returned to South 
Whitley where he worked on farms in the area. In 
1901, he married Rena Martin, also of South Whitley. 
By the time they left for Canada in 1909, they had 
three childen, Marie, George and Gerald. Fred and 
Tom were born in Canada. 

Jim became known as a "pig farmer" raising 
eighty to ninety pigs a year. A shipper, Wm. McLeod 
who lived two and a half miles east of Balmoral
arranged to have the pigs of the district delivered to 
the C.P.R station in Balmoral, where they were 
loaded on a stock car and shipped to the abattoir in 
Winnipeg. Another source of farm income was po
tatoes. He grew acres of them, and with four sons to 
hoe them during the summer, and pickers who came 
down from Teulon and Komarno areas on the train, 
he harvested enough to haul them by wagon loads to 
Winnipeg or to load box cars at Woodroyd siding to 
ship north. 

In 1922, the Croys started in the dairy business. 
At first the milk was hauled daily to Balmoral and 
sent to Winnipeg on the train. Then, starting in 1933, 
it was picked up by truck in the summer, but in the 
winter was hauled to Stonewall and shipped on the 
Winnipeg Electric freight car to Winnipeg. Mr. Croy 
was a director of the Winnipeg District Milk Pro
ducers Association for many years. Wavy Bank Post 
Office, which had been originally located on the NE 
Y4 of -- 14-2E was moved to the NE Y4 of 28-14-2E 
sometime before 1909 and, consequently, Mr. and 
Mrs. Croy became the postmaster and postmistress. 
The mail was delivered from Stonewall on Mondays 
and Thursdays, at first by J. Miller and later by F. 
Sims Livery. Incidentally, the Croys received sixty 
dollars per year for running the post office which was 
just a room in their house fitted out with a counter, 
pigeon holes for the mail , and a door leading outside. 
Wavy Bank Post Office was closed for good in 1925. 

James and Rena continued farming until 1945, 
when they retired and moved to Stonewall. Mrs. 
Croy passed away in 1958. Mr. Croy remained active 
both mentally and physically until his death in 1973. 

The eldest in the family, Marie, went to Normal 
School in Winnipeg, and married Harvey Elliot. She 
came to live in Stonewall to keep house for her father 



in his later years, and has continued to live there. 
George married Helen MacDonald and farmed half a 
mile east of Good Hope School until his retirement, 
when they moved to Stonewall. Gerald farmed with 
his father for several years. He married Doris 
Crookshanks of Stonewall, and then farmed in B. C., 
later moving to Calgary, and after retirement to On
tario. Fred married Lena Stinson of Plumas, lived in 
Stonewall for a time, and then started farming half a 
mile south of Good Hope School. Tom worked at 
home until he joined the Air Force in 1941. On his 
return from overseas, he bought the home farm and 
married Helen Ward of Stonewall. 

The Tom Croy Family History 
Thomas Aaron Croy was born and raised on the 

family farm, three miles east and two miles south of 
Balmoral. He joined the R.C.A.F. in 1941 and, after 
basic training, served overseas until his discharge in 
1945. On his return he bought the home farm from 
his father and started to develop a purebred Holstein 
herd. Through the years, he increased and improved 
his herd until he gained a reputation as one of the 
leading dairymen of the province. He served a term 
as president of the Manitoba Holstein Friesian Asso
ciation, and was elected as a provincial director to the 
board of the Canadian Holstein Friesian Association 
from 1959 to 1967. In 1958, he was elected president 
of the Manitoba Dairy Association, and was made an 
honorary life member of this association in 1967. 
Always interested in new and better developments in 
the dairy industry, in 1953 he built the second milk
ing parlor in the province. He exhibited his cattle in 
all the leading shows in the province and won a good 
. many of the classes. For eight years, he was leader of 
the Rockwood Dairy Calf Club. However, in 1966, 
he had to sell his herd and retire from active farming. 
He joined the staff of the Animal Industry Branch of 
the Department of Agriculture as A.I. Fieldman, 
working in this capacity until 1975 when he started 
raising a small herd of Maine Anjou cattle as a hobby. 

His interest in exhibiting dairy cattle led to his 
becoming a director of the Red River Exhibition 
Association shortly after it was formed. He became 
Vice-President in charge of Agriculture in this organ
ization and won the Director of the Year Award in 
1961. In 1972, he was made an Honarary Life Mem
ber of the Red River Exhibition Association. 

After his discharge from the armed services in 
1945, he became a member of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, serving on various committees through the 
years, and as president of the Stonewall branch in 
1953. 

In 1946 he married Helen Ward of Stonewall. 
Prior to their marriage, she had been a school teacher 
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and during the war joined the W.R.C.N.S. In 1959, 
she returned to teaching and in 1962 joined the staff 
of the Manitoba School for the Deaf in Winnipeg 
where she taught until her retirement in 1979. 

The Croys have three children: Dan who is with 
the Canadian Ingersoll Rand Company in Vancouver, 
B.C., Colleen who is with the Great-West Life As
surance Company Head Office in Winnipeg; and 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Douglas Pickell) who is a nurse at 
the St. Boniface Hospital, Winnipeg. 

The Currie Family 
submitted by Mrs. Alvera Kelley 

Hugh Currie was born in Port Ellen, Island of 
Islay, Scotland. His wife Euphemia Galbraith was 
born in Paisley, Ontario January 9th, 1853. Hugh and 
Euphemia Currie came west in 1874. They travelled 
by boat to Duluth by train to Moorhead, Minnesota, 
and by flat boat to Fort Garry. 

Mrs. Euphemia Currie and son Gilbert. 

Taking land in Stonewall district they farmed 
there until 1904 when they moved to town. After the 
death of her husband in 1918 Euphemia resided with 
members of her family in Winnipeg and Calgary. 

Hugh and Euphemia had seven children, and 
have eight surviving grandchildren. Euphemia's 
death was February 14th, 1936 at the age of 83 years. 
They are both buried in the Stonewall cemetery. 

Frances and Duncan Currie 
(The following article was written for "Interlake 
Impressions" in 1977) 

Duncan and Frances Currie were born and raised 
near Argyle, their parents pioneering in the area in 
'78-79. What amazed me most about the story of 
their life - not that it wasn't all interesting was 
that they retired in 1945! I wasn't even born then! 



Duncan is now 94, his wife 82 this year, and both 
are still going strong. It must be that Scotch blood. 
They now live in a home they bought in Stonewall in 
1971, following several moves after selling their 
farm. 

Duncan went to Brant School, about four miles 
from Argyle, while Frances went to McLeod, right in 
town. Their parents helped to build the town church 
in 1881, and her father was postman for the area. 
Being postman was a lot different then than today. It 
involved walking to Stonewall and back, and "once 
he got lost coming back in a storm", said Mrs. 
Currie. "He went way north of our place, heading for 
a light. Before he got there he dropped, but luckily a 
neighbor found him and carried him back to our 
place, about a mile and a half. " 

When the families first moved to the area, there 
was no settlement, only a trading post north of Teu
Ion. "People didn't have money then, you just traded 
back and forth," said Duncan. 

They used oxen to break up the tough prairie sod, 
sometimes with" horses ahead on a lead chain. I used 
to drive a breaking plow during school holidays, and 
those oxen were powerful," he said. "Weight for 
weight there wasn't much difference between a horse 
and an ox, but horses would stand the heat. On a hot 
day, oxen would lie down and you'd have a hell of a 
time getting them up!" 

Farm taxes were a lot simpler in those days too. A 
man and a team could work on a road building gang 
for eight hours and pay the property taxes on a 1!4 
section, he said. This was called Statute Labour, 
according to Mr. Currie. . 

When the plowing got easier and people had 
more money, they turned to horsepower; the Curries 
had as many as 23 at one time. 

"We sold cattle, wheat for export and horses," 
said Mr. Currie. "Wheat was loaded by farmers at the 
railway siding, and we had to haul it the eight miles to 
Stonewall. Grain buyers were always around, and 
they'd jump up on the wagon and give you a grade, " 
he said. 

Red Fife was the first wheat in the west, but 
Marquis was predominant by the time the Curries 
took up farming. They were married in 1919 and 
settled on 240 acres just south of Argyle. 

During the thirties Mrs. Currie had a close call 
driving the tractor. "It was hard to get help then, so I 
was driving while he was on the binder. We were just 
finishing up the field. Well, he always had this habit 
of waving his arms for everything, and I never knew 
what he wanted. I was sure I had the tractor stopped 
and out of gear, and was just getting off to go see what 
he wanted when the tractor took off. It threw me back 
against the hitch on the binder, and Ijust held on, the 
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tractor was going so fast. All I can remember is 
looking back and seeing that big bull (drive) wheel 
turning behind me I could have been right under 
it. My husband got the tractor stopped before any
thing happened." 

Mr. Currie was always a keen hunter, and used to 
go north each year to the S1. Martin, Gypsumville 
area, for elk and moose. They drove up with horses 
and camped, and there was always a group from 
Woodlands who met them there. The year of the "big 
hunt" the group ate a whole elk one day. They stayed 
in one big tent with a box stove in the middle, and 
"one fellow just stayed behind to cook, he didn't 
hunt." Once when they went up with sleighs the 
snow melted and they had to borrow a wagon from 
some Dutch settlers to get home. 

He also remembers hunting coyotes on horseback 
aCross the prairie. "I used to ride up along side of 
them, lean over and club them over the head. Once 
though, the coyote reached over and nipped my horse 
on the leg. It jumped over to the side just as I was 
leaning over, and I fell off on top of the coyote!" 

Crops were generally pretty good in the early 
days, although they had some bad years too. "In 
1935, the rust was really bad, didn't get much out of 
it", and Mrs. Currie remembers the dust of the thir
ties too. 

"Farming's unpredictable", says Mr. Currie, and 
it seems that farmers today still have that point of 
VIew. 

Duncan Currie passed away, August 1979, at the 
age of 961!2 years. Frances still resides in their home 
in Stonewall. 

The Davis Family 
submitted by Gertrude Fry 

John Newman Davis was an office clerk for a 

John Newman Davis, 1912. 



Mrs. J. N. "Lena" Davis. 

lumber company in Gloucester, England when the 
lure of land to be had just for filing claim for a 
homestead brought him to the Oxbow district of the 
then Northwest Territories. He built a log house, 
roofed it with sod, and decorated it with a buffalo 
skull at each side of the door. He sent for Helena 
Watkins, a governess "back home". She had been 
brought up in a convent in France, so she had a 
delightful French accent, but no knowledge of shop
ping nor cooking. Hector John was born in October 
1891. 

Home of J. H. and Helena Davis. 

Leaving the homestead with a team and wagon 
they drove to Winnipeg and purchased a V4 section of 
land on Hickeys Ridge three miles west of Stony 
Mountain, which they called Crow's Nest, having 
purchased it from, or through Alex Crow. A new 
frame house was built to replace the one room log 
shack. In June 1903 Gertrude Muriel was born. 

Carefully kept books showed a net profit of five 
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cents in one of those years. But a dug well was a 
constant supply of good water a welcome change 
from slough water in the Oxbow area. A grass fire 
roared up from Rosser one fall when the winter's 
supply of hay and wood was in, and Hector was 
thought to be lost. But he was clinging to the ladder 
inside the well to be out of the smoke and heat. The 
south slope of the ridge provided a good garden. A 
few Jersey cows and some hens and pigs added to 
income. 

But in 1908 Hector left to work for the Canadian 
National Railway. Then the farm was purchased by 
R. D. Laing and the Davises moved into Stonewall. 
Charles Glover was born in 1911. Hector had walked 
3V2 miles to Tecumseh school for his education. 
Gerty and Charlie got theirs in StonewalL Mr. Davis 
had a small 3 bedroom cottage built in 1912 on sixty 
acres a Y4 mile west oftown. John took a keen interest 
in politics, was on the town council, and enjoyed 
writing humorous articles for the Stonewall Argus 
under the pen-name "Bill Josher" or just "BJ." In 
1919 he sold the sixty acres to four men who planned 
to make a golf course on it. Couch grass helped 
defeat that plan. 

In October 1919 the Davis family moved to Vic
toria, B. c., but they were back among friends in 
Stonewall by spring 1920. John took a position as 
bailiff prior to 1919, but quit after the first case. He 
was too well acquainted with hard times to be respon
sible for putting others out of their homes. When his 
term as Stonewall councillor expired he refused to 
accept the customary gift of a council chair, consider
ing it misuse of town funds. He thrived on the excite
ment of being a voluntary fireman and as town 
Magistrate he did all he could to affect peaceful and 
lawful out-of-court settlements. 

John's younger son Charles born April 1911 
served twenty-five years with the Canadian Navy, 
retiring with special commendation for his ability to 
improvise in emergencies on board ship during the 
war. 

Helena Davis was a pleasant natured woman, a 
devoted mother, a spendid cook, a friendly neighbor, 
and a faithful member of the Baptist church. 1. N. 
Davis died in Winnipeg December 1941, and his wife 
Helena died March 1959. They are both interred in 
the Stonewall cemetery. 

Gertie married Garnet Coulter Fry of Dominion 
City in 1926. They had three daughters. She is now a 
widow living in St. James. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. T. Dawson 
submitted by Anne Dawson 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Thomas Dawson and 



their young family emigrated from Scotland to Win
nipeg, Manitoba, Canada in the year 1910. 

Mr. Dawson was a fully qualified "stone mason" 
having learned his trade in Inverness Scotland where 
he worked as such prior to his departure to a country 
full of opportunities for himself and at the same time 
had in mind a future for his growing family. 

In Winnipeg he met a stone mason with whom he 
worked. This man was Andrew Gillies who, with his 
family, lived in Stony Mountain, but worked in Win
nipeg. 

Ben, as he was known, was influenced by 
"Andy" to move to Stony Mountain, so in late Octo
ber, 1913, the move was made. 

His first house was rented, a duplex opposite the 
Wimbledon Hotel on the Main Street. His next home 
he built himself on the corner opposite where the 
curling rink now stands; he bought the property from 
John Gunn Sr. of Stonewall. 

Ben was an ardent curler and won many cups. He 
served on the school board; helped fight prairie fires, 
helped those in time of illness, and helped at thresh
ing time. He prepared the plans in 1914 for the new 
manse for the Presbyterian Church. He did volunteer 
work on the curling rink when it was being built on 
the Main street, this was the first one. He voluntarily 
helped many of his friends when they were building 
their own homes. He and his family were faithful 
church members. 

His full time employment was that of Mason 
Instructor at the Stony Mountain Penitentiary where 
he served until his retirement. 

Mrs. Dawson was a friend to all in need. She had 
nursing experience so assisted the Doctor, who had 
come from Stonewall, at the time of child birth. The 
famour hockey player Babe Pratt was one of her 
babies. She was called to areas out of the village at 
any time and through all types of weather. Her bag 
was always ready when the doctor called. 

She as an active Ladies' Aid member, in those 
times the church funds were raised by quilting bees, 
1st July picnics, St. Patrick's Day dinners, socials and 
church teas. 

She was always ready to help Mrs. Arthur Quail 
at threshing time when the big steam engine, owned 
by Hector French, would pull into the Quail farm up 
over the hill to the east. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Dawson did many good deeds 
for their fellow man. 

They raised and educated a family of five. Two 
daughters became school teachers, two daughters 
became registered nurses, their only son graduated 
from University in Accounting and Business Admin
istration. This son later became Secretary-Treasurer 
of Rockwood Municipality. 
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In 1940 Mr. and Mrs. Dawson left Stony Moun
tain to reside in B.C. for a time, then to Winnipeg. 

Ben and Alice Dawson 
Born in Ardersier, Scotland on October 30,1907, 

Ben was the only son of Benjamin and Sarah Daw-

Mr. Ben T. Dawson. Mrs. B. T. (Alice) Dawson. 

son. Ben Senior preceded his family in the spring of 
1910 and worked as a Stone Mason on a Church in 
Winnipegosis. While working there, he fell from a 
scaffold and lost the sight of one eye. In the fall, 
Sarah Dawson and her children sailed to Montreal 
and took a train to Winnipeg. 

The family lived in Winnipeg until Ben Senior 
became a Guard at Stony Mountain Penitentiary. He 
supported his family of six on a salary of $49.00 a 
month. The high-collared uniforms were supplied. 
Ben advanced to Stone Mason Instructor and re
ceived $58.00 a month. The Penn required its men to 
have good eye sight in order to guard convicts and it 
wasn't until Ben got infection in his good eye that the 
Penn's Doctor Camsel discovered his blind eye. This 
kind man's medical reports to the Warden always 
stated that both eyes were infected and Ben was sent 
home until his good eye was well. This protected 
Ben's job and he retired with this secret. 

Ben Junior and his sisters lived on the outskirts of 
the" Penn". They grew up in the day of the horse and 
buggy and even saw wild prairie horses run crazed by 
mosquitoes through the streets of Stony Mountain. 
The family belonged to the Methodist Church. Thus 
church shoes were cleaned and Sunday's meal was 
prepared on Saturday. After Church service, the chil
dren were not allowed to run or play any loud games. 
So, the children would go for a walk and steal tur
mps. 

Ben Junior took his early schooling at Stony 
Mountain but it was more economical for the School 
Board to send their High School students to Stone
wall Collegiate. So spring and fall Ben drove a buggy 
but in winter took the Street Railway in the morning 



and home by C.P.R. in the evening. It was in school 
that Ben met Alice Willis. 

Alice Victoria Maude was born on her parents' 
farm on Victoria Day, 1909 and thus was named after 
members of the British Royal Family. She was the 
fifth child and her parents were Jack and Margery 
who lived five miles north of Stonewall (S Y2 of 
26-14-lE) in the area called Brant. On the farm the 
Willis children had only each other to play with 
except in summer when after Church, visitors might 
drop in. In winter the Church was closed because the 
roads were too bad for travel. Another treat was if 
Jack and Margery would incl ude some of the children 
on their weekly trips to Stonewall where they sold 
their eggs and butter. 

Each Christmas Eve a board was brought in from 
outside and placed between two chairs and the chil
dren would hang their stockings on the nails ham
mered into it. Nuts and oranges and some horribly 
sweet Christmas candy were the usual fair but once in 
very troubled times the girls only received a hanky. 

Alice's two older brothers were away working so 
Jack Willis hired men who were trying to escape the 
Depression in Saskatchewan. During the seeding, 
summer and harvesting these men were paid $35.00 
a month plus board and room but in winter their 
salary was cut back to $5.00. These men were treated 
like family and had first choice at meals. Many times 
Alice saw a lemon pie disappear before it arrived at 
her end of the table. 

When Alice grew to school age she rode in a 
wooden horse drawn school van heated by a pot
bellied stove. She attended grades one to eight at 
Balmoral four miles north of her home. For high 
school she had to go to Stonewall and as there was no 
way to get back and forth, she had to board in Town 
during the week. The Stonewall fellows soon heard 
about the "Willis boys" and drove out to challenge 
the "guys" to a baseball game. To their delight, 
Maurice, Dave, Bert, AI, Phil, Myl and Pat weren't 
all guys and the game turned into hide and seek with 
Bertha, Alice, Phyllis, Millie, Velma-Patricia, Jane 
and Nell. The way to the farm wasn't forgotten after 
that. 

These were the days of the coal oil lamp. Songs 
sung were "Five Foot Two", "Bye-Bye Blackbird" 
and "Ja'da", Ja'da". Dances were the Lambeth 
Walk or Square Dancing. 

After completing High School, Ben went to 
Wesley College which is now the University of Win
nipeg and graduated in 1930 with his B.A. Between 
each scholastic year, he worked on farms for $1.00 a 
day Monday to Saturday and always worked late into 
the Fall stooking the harvest and missed his first 
month of school each year. As there was no work in 
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the 1930's he took Accountancy and Business Ad
ministration at the Angus School of Commerce. 
Then he went to Teacher's College. With these years 
in the Depression, the men couldn't find work. Dur
ing these years, Ben joined the North American 
Lumber yard in 1931 at $40.00 a month and remained 
with them until he accepted the position of Assistant 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Rural Municipality of 
Rockwood in 1937 at $75.00 a month. He assisted 
Miss Etta Blinco until 1939, when he was appointed 
Secretary-Treasurer and a raise of $25.00 a month. 

A year after Ben left Stonewall High School, 
Alice started training to become a teacher at the 
Normal School on William Avenue in Winnipeg. 
Alice taught in Argyle from 1929-1933, in Balmoral 
from 1933 to 1937, and in Stony Mountain from 1937 
to 1940. Her first wage started at $85.00 a month and 
she had a $25.00 a year raise. The "Depression" 
dropped her salary to $60.00 a month and by 1940 
she ended her teaching career with $75.00 a month. 

On August 14, 1940, Ben and Alice were married 
and built a house in Stonewall where Alice still 
resides. The war interrupted their lives and Ben put 
in his duty at MacDonald, a training station near 
Portage La Prairie. Before he got posted to India, 
thankfully the war ended. Ben's position in Stonewall 
was held for him while he was in the "services". 
When the war was over and everyone's lives returned 
to normal, Ben became active in Community affairs. 
He was secretary of the Stonewall Hospital Board 
during the period that the Doctor Evelyn Memorial 
Hospital was under construction and served for years 
on the Board after the Hospital became operational. 
He was active in his younger years with the Masonic 
Lodge No. 134. Curling, hunting birds and fishing 
were passions when he was young but later he didn't 
have the heart to kill anything. When Ben retired in 
1974, he didn't "want to vegetate" and continued as 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Municipal Building Com
mittee and accepted the job of Secretary of Housing 
and Renewal for Crocus Manor. These positions were 
held until his death in 1977. 

Alice was busy volunteering her time by working 
with the Hospital Auxillary, the Anglican Church 
Women and Mother'S Union. She was always inter
ested in bridge, hand crafts and in her 50's started art 
lessons and "took off" as a credible oil painter. Ben 
and Alice's mutual interest was in travelling and they 
logged many thousands of miles. After each trip, Ben 
would say that his arms had stretched to his knees 
from carrying all of the suitcases. 

Alice still resides in the family home and goes 
"non-stop" to all District functions. She frequently 
visits her only child in Dryden, Ontario where Mar
jorie Anne lives with her husband, Willem Vermeer 



and they have the "light of Grandma's life" a daugh
ter named Kyla Dawn. 

The Dellebuurs 
as submitted by William and Albert Dellebuur 

Ernie and Eeke Dellebuur came to Manitoba 
from Friesland in the Netherlands in 1929. After a 
brief stay in the Kenton area, they came to the R.M. 
of Rockwood in 1931 and purchased the North half of 
Section 5-17-3E which today is part of the farm 
where the Interlake Hutterite Colony is located. 

The "Dirty Thirties" in taking their toll of fore
closures and bankruptcies proved too much for the 
young immigrants from Holland and in 1936 they 
moved to what was to be home for the rest of their 
lives on the north half ofNE 28-16-2E, now the home 
of Bryan and Bonnie Ransome. 

Ernie and Eeke had two sons, Albert, born in 
1930 and William (Bill) born in 1933. 

Ernie and Eeke Oellebuur on their 35th Wedding Anniversary, 
May 5,1962. 

Money was never plentiful in those days, but 
using their knowledge of dairy cattle from their origi
nal homeland they, with the help of the two boys as 
they grew up, operated a small dairy. Many people 
still remember when Ernie was "The Milkman" for a 
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good number of families in Teulon. This was in the 
1940's when the cost of a card of 12 tickets was one 

. dollar. Each ticket entitled you to either one quart or 2 
pints of milk, delivered to your door in summer with 
an old car converted to a truck, and in winter with 
horses and a caboose. One can well imagine what the 
actual wage per hour was to produce a quart of milk. 

Eeke was always an avid wild berry picker, a 
chore detested by both of her sons, and she had many 
secret patches of raspberries, saskatoons, chokecher
ries and cranberries in what is now the Teulon Golf 
and Country Club. She also always had an ample 
supply of wild berry preserves, jams and jellies. 

In the late 1950 's they decided to build a small 
greenhouse and sell a few bedding plants to some of 
their gardening friends. This grew into a thriving 
greenhouse business to which many of their former 
customers throughout the Interlake can attest. 

In April of 1967 sorrow struck when "Granpa" 
passed away. "Granma", as she was known by 
many, continued the greenhouse business for only 
another year with the help of Albert's wife, Amy. 
After a trip to Holland to visit old friends and rela
tives she returned to Canada very ill and passed away 
in September, 1971. 

Ernie and Eeke were laid to rest in Windsor 
Cemetery, near Teulon. Albert, their oldest son was 
united in marriage on October 8th, 1955 with Amy 
Sims, youngest daughter of Bert and Gladys Sims, 
long-time residents of the Inwood District. Albert 
and Amy have four sons; Rick, a member of the 
R.eM.p. since 1977, and his wife Jody live in 
Nakusp, B.e; Gary, an employee of the Royal Bank 
is at The Pas, Manitoba; Kirk and Dwight still attend 
school at Teulon Collegiate. Albert is currently the 
Secretary-treasurer of the R.M. of Rockwood, a 
position he has held since 1974. 

Bill left home in December of 1953 to join the 
R.eM.p. He took his basic training in Ottawa and in 
1955 was transferred to Saskatchewan where he was 
attached to several detachments until 1978 when he 
was transferred to Port Alberni, B . C. He is currently 
an Inspector in the Force and is Officer in Charge of 
the Port Alberni Detachment. On December 13th, 
1958, Bill was united in marriage with Margaret 
Chambers, daughter of Joe and Sadie Chambers, 
well known residents of the McFarlane District, near 
Inwood. 

Bill and Margaret have three sons, Brent, 
Bradley and Barry and a daughter Kristyll Jo-Ann. 
Kristyll, incidentally, is the first girl born in the 
Dellebuur family in over 80 years. All three sons at 
this writing are working on Vancouver Island, while 
Kristyll, born in 1974, still attends school in Port 
Alberni. 



The Deprez Family 
by Mrs. Robert Deprez 

In 1907 Gustave and Eliza Deprez migrated with 
one child from Houle, Belgium and settled in White
mouth on a farm, where they kept cattle, chickens, 
and hogs. In 1910 they moved to Lilyfield on a farm 
which is now operated by Jack Oatway. They had 
Elsie, George, Betty, Harry and Robert. In 1924 they 
moved to Stony Mountain. There were few roads. 
Madeline (8 years old) and George (10 years old) 
herded 20 head of cattle across country to the Stony 
Mountain location. At Stony Mountain they mixed 
farmed with horses. For extra income the Deprez 
boys George and Rob did custom threshing for nu
merous neighbors such as Ernie Brennan, Julie Van 
HaIst, John Meiers, Hector and Orvis French, and 
several others. In the rough 30's for several years the 
best source of income came from Mrs. Deprez's 
homemade butter which was taken to Stony Moun
tain by horse and buggy. The butter sold at 15¢ a 
pound, eggs at 12¢ a dozen. The children in summer
time would preferably go barefoot instead of wearing 
the wooden shoes which were brought over from 
Belgium. Clothes were also homemade. There was 
always plenty of food. The prairie chicken in the 
summer and the jack rabbit in the winter helped out 
tremendously. In winter Rob, the trapper and hunter, 
would spend most of his time on skis or snowshoes to 
earn extra money from coyote and fox which would 
bring five to six dollars a pelt. At fourteen years old 
Maurice and Harry, sixteen years old, went to the 
bush camp and earned the big pay of one dollar per 
day plus board and room. The outbreak of war in 
1939 made a change for the better or worse, who 
knows? Harry joined the R.C.A.F. in 1940 serving 
with the service police in Holland, France and Ger
many. He was discharged in 1945 with the rank of 
corporal. Also joining was Robert in 1942 serving 
across Canada and being posted to the Northwest 
Territories and Yukon attached to U .S.A.A.F. as a 
diesel mechanic and heavy equipment operator. He 
was discharged in 1946 with the rank of corporal. 
Maurice was quite happy to see the end of the war as 
looking after the home farm was no easy task with 
practically no help. 

In 1944 Robert married Angele Vandekerckhove 
raising a family of nine children. Maurice who mar
ried Germaine Vandekerckhove and raised seven 
children. Maurice worked at Stony Mountain quarry. 
Harry married a Scottish girl named Betty. Harry 
passed away after terminal cancer in 1981. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Dicks and Family 
submitted by Bruce, and Mina Campbell 

In 1872 Harry Dicks, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
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Mr. and Mrs. Harry Dicks, 1898. 

Dicks came to Canada from Sussex, England. He 
was eight years old. They settled in Ottawa where his 
father, a bricklayer helped to construct the parliament 
buildings. 

Later they moved west and lived two miles east 
and one mile south of Teulon where Mr. Dicks con
tinued the same line of work by making bricks from 
the clay found in his own yard. 

Harry began farming in 1888 - three miles east 
and one half mile north of Teulon. Later this land was 
owned by Oliver Brown and presently by George 
Douglas. 

Harry's brothers Dan and Fred also farmed in the 
Teulon area. One sister Alice married John Bond. 
Annie married Mr. Thompson and another sister mar
ried Mr. Iverson. Two brothers Tom and Walter re
mained in Ottawa. 

In 1898, the year the train arrived in Teulon, 
Harry married Christina Campbell, eldest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Campbell. The wedding was 
at Foxton (Dundas) with Rev. 1. A. McClungas, 
minister. 

The Campbells came from Argyle, Ontario by ox 
cart in the spring of 1877 when Christina was a year 
old. 



Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Campbell. 

Harry purchased land two miles east of Teulon. 
There with the help of his wife, six sons and four 
daughters he became a very successful farmer. He 
usually had about fourteen horses three four-horse 
teams and one team for odd jobs. 

One of the horses persisted in getting into the oat 
bin so Harry figured he would "fix it" by nailing a 
board across the entrance. Well, next morning in his 
rush to feed up he was the one who was "fixed" -
with a black eye. Needless to say the board was soon 
in splinters. 

Back Row, L to R: Eldon Dicks, Stewart Dicks, Harry Dicks, 
Claude Dicks. Second Row: Garnet Dicks, Joy Wilton, Mina 
Campbell, Phoebe Casson, Alma Pearson, Lawrence Dicks. 
Front Row: Mr. and Mrs. Harry Dicks. 
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When the boys grew up Lawrence, Harry, Eldon 
and Garnet worked in Chicago for awhile. 

Lawrence returned to farming. He married Verna 
McDonald and later settled in Woodbridge, Ontario. 
There they did market gardening. There were four 
children in their family. Maurice, Ethel, Verna and 
Maureen all in Ontario. 

Harry remained in Zion, Ill. He married Pat 
Christopherson an R.N. who worked with Dr. Good
win in the Teulon hospital. They had two girls Donna 
and Patricia. 

Eldon too remained in the States. He married and 
had one daughter, Kay. He and Wilma are living in 
Waukegan. Eldon always loved sport. He still bowls 
two or three times a week. 

Garnet married Margaret Fraser. He took over the 
family farm, where he farmed for about 35 years. 
When he retired he rebuilt on the site of the Dicks 
house in town. They had five children; Calvin, Wen
dell, Maureen, Darline and Darryll. Garnet too loved 
sports. He and Margaret enjoy golfing and fishing. 

Stewart manned the Paterson Elevator for many 
years. Before that he worked as a baker at the Teulon 
Bakery. He married Florence Kuhn and they had two 
children Douglas and Joan. 

Claude, the youngest boy graduated in Theology. 
He preached then later taught in the university in 
Pensacola, Florida. He and Lorna had five children; 
Darwin, Darcia, Lynn, Calvin and Candy. 

Phoebe, eldest daughter, married Ernest Casson. 
They had one son Raymond. They lived in Chicago. 

Mina, the second daughter enjoyed summer and 
winter sports. One year their baseball team won 
every game. Teaching at Oakbank, Emdonton and 
Teulon took up nearly thirty years. During that time 
she participated in choir, C.G.1. T., Bible Society, 
Sunday School, Session, Museum and Horticulture. 
In 1944 she married Bruce Campbell, son of Edward 
Campbell. They lived in Claresholm, Alberta as 
Bruce was still in the Air Force until the spring of 
1945 when they took over the Ed Campbell farm. In 
1950 they moved to Teulon. After farming for a 
number of years Bruce worked as a welder at Kilber
ry Industries for about twenty years. Bruce and Mina 
had four children. Loraine, the older daughter mar
ried Dr. William Birnie, Loraine oibtained a Ph.D. in 
psychology and worked in the Juvenile court in 
Toronto. Bill, a psychiatrist works at Queens St. 
Mental Health Centre. they have two daughters Sarah 
and Carolyn. 

Twin boys Lome and Lyall were born at home 
with the kind help of Kathleen Skinner who arrived 
five minutes before the first baby. What excitement! 

Lome, a draftsman is employed by the Federal 
government. Much of his time has been spent at 



Lower Fort Garry in the restoration department. He 
married Phyllis Jessett. They have two boys 
Jeffrey and Craig. 

Lyall married Faye Douglas. They live in Bran
don. After obtaining his Masters Degree in Agricul
ture, Lyall worked as a soils specialist. Now he is 
sales manager of Ag. Pro. 

After attending university La Verne married Ed
ward Pue of Brandon. They now live in Calgary 
where Ed is employed as an account executive with 
Rundle Floors and Fabrics. They have two girls 
Christy and Tara. 

L to R: Joy Wilton (Dicks), Mina Campbell (Dicks), Dr. Claude 
Dicks. 

Now the third daughter Joy, taught for a few years 
then married Dr. Graham Wilton. They live in Ed
monton. They had three children; Wayne, Diane and 
Donna. Joy has become quite an artist. Her floral 
works are excellent. 

Alma, the youngest of the Harry Dicks family 
married Harry Pearson. Alma worked for a number 
of years as a telephone operator and later as a nurse's 
aid at the Teulon hospital. They have four children; 
Kenneth, who married Helen Fines, drives a truck 
for Kleysens -long distance haUling. They have two 
children Chris and Andrea. 

Elizabeth married David Fridd, an oil driller and 
farmer. Elizabeth taught before being married. They 
have one daughter Shannon. 

Leslie works at Teuion Auto Body shop and Kurt 
drives a truck for Rockwood Farm Supplies. 
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Looking back at the Dicks' family we were richly 
blessed. Everyone loved music. We had lots of sing
songs around the piano. 

Sunday was always a special day. Church in the 
morning, Sunday school at two o'clock and church 
again at night. Many of us can still remember the 
passages we memorized from the Bible. 

We had a car, one of three in the Teulon area so we 
were able to get around. We often walked miles to 
look for flowers and birds. The older members of our 
family had Mr. H. D. Cumming as their teacher. He 
taught them the love of nature and they passed it on to 
the younger ones. 

Perhaps one of the happiest events in our family 
was when Mother and Dad celebrated their fiftieth 
wedding anniversary in 1948. That was the first time 
in twenty-three years that the ten of us were all 
together. Mother and Dad and their family of ten all 
sat at the same table in the centre of the dining room. 
The in-laws and grandchildren were seated around 
the outside of the room. What a celebration! 

In the evening the townspeople joined us for a 
dance in the Teulon Hall. 

When Dad was single he would walk from his 
farm east of Teulon, to Selkirk to attend a dance. He 
was able at eighty-five to get up, along with sons and 
others and do the Red River Jig. 

These are precious memories we still have with 
us until some day we meet in that great beyond. 

Duda, William (Bill) 
Bill's parents were John and Kay Duda (Solar) of 

Hazelridge. Both John and Kay were born in the 
Western Ukraine. 

Bill was born February 24, 1930 at Sapton, Man
itoba. He has three sisters, Pearl, Adeline and Mar
jorie all of Winnipeg, one brother Joseph of Inwood. 
In 1948 the family moved to sec. #NE 6-14-2E in 
Stonewall, Manitoba. 

On July 4,1959 Bill married Barbara McDougall 
in Sparling United Church, Wpg. Barb's parents 
were Wallace and Alice McDougall (Chapman). 
Wallace was born February 2, 1910 in Whitewood, 
Sask. Alice was born on her parents' homestead sec. 
#26-11-2E Rosser, Manitoba where they resided un
til their retirement. 

In 1964 Bill and Barb moved to S. Burnaby, B.C. 
where Bill was employed as a carpenter. In 1966 they 
returned to Winnipeg and Bill was employed with 
Wallace & Akins. In 1969 they decided to try their 
hand at ranching and bought the Herb Eyolfson 
Ranch in Inwood. In 1973 they sold the land to 
Wildlife and the house to Harriet Campbell. They 
then bought the Henry Manty farm in Teuion sec. 
#7-16-3E. 



They had 2 children, 1 daughter Colleen born 
July 19, 1961 and I son Douglas born April 13, 1963. 
Colleen is presently employed by Manitoba Hydro 
and Doug is with a volunteer program (Katimavik), 
which is a growing experience. 

The Clarence J. Edwards Family 
submitted by Mrs. C. J. Edwards 

Jean and Clarence Edwards and their three young 
children, Luella, Josephine and Russell, came to the 
Rockwood area in 1949, buying the half section farm 
immediately south of the town of Stonewall. The 
previous owners had been the Walter Pichurski fam
ily and prior to them the farm had belonged to the 
Bainards. 

The Edwards were a city raised family from East 
St. Paul who chose, due to Clarence's health, to go 
farming where they could all work together. 

They learned the farming business literally the 
hard way and from the groundup, loving the land, the 
country living, and the animals. 

They very soon realized that they needed the 120 
acres or more of the wooded land for the growing of 
grain and undertook the clearing and breaking of this 
acreage. This was done before the modem mechan
ical stone and root picking machines were available. 

For some years the family raised Suffolk sheep, 
later changing to the breed North Country Cheviots, 
some of which were imported from England. They 
sold breeding stock from this t1ock. They were also 
interested in the turkey and chicken egg businesses 
for a while and had a few Jersey cows but eventually 
they concentrated their efforts on procuring and de
veloping a herd of purebred top R.o.P. Yorkshire 
hogs. 

In 1956 they began building a set-up of fully 
modern hog bams, automated, heated and well ven
tilated; a so-called push button operation. Under the 
registered name "Edwards' Stoney Oak Farms" they 
sold breeding stock locally and shipped to parts 
across Canada, and south to American buyers. They 
later brought in some high scoring Hampshires from 
Minnesota. 

It was always a family farming effort with credit 
owing to the great help given to their parents by their 
children. 

Luella and Josephine chose, the profession of 
nursing and are graduates of the Winnipeg General 
Hospital School of Nursing. 

Russ continued on, with his parents, the building 
and operating of the farm business and carried along 
with it after Clarence and Jean retired in the late 60's. 

The Edwards family enjoy being a part of their 
community. Clarence was active in scout work, 
being president for some years, of the Interlake Scout 
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Council. He was very interested and knowledgeable 
in horticulture. This interest and pleasure have been 
passed on to his family. He was instrumental in 
starting the Interlake Horticultural Society and was 
responsible for the planting of the t10wering trees on 
the boulevards of Stonewall. 

Clarence passed away in the spring of 1980. 
At the time of this writing: 
Luella is married to Mervin Farmer and they, with 

their seven children, live close to Stonewall. 
Josephine (Joey) is married to Donald Sargent. 

They have six children and reside in the town of Birds 
Hill, Manitoba. 

Russell is president of Contempora Steel Lim
ited, a metal building business which he established 
in 1978. He and his wife Joan and daughter Jocelyn 
continued to live in the original family home. 

Jean, their mother, is also living on the farm in the 
bungalow. 

The Elliotis 
William Dennis Elliott and his wife Mary (Hea

cock) came to Stonewall from Aurora, Ontario with 
their family of Wilford, Eileen and Gladys in 1900. 
After living on farms north, then south of town, they 
moved to their own home, across from the Gunn 
quarry, where Mr. Elliott worked, and he lived there 
for nearly 40 years. They recalled that Mrs. William 
Guest and her 3-year-old son, Oliver were their first 
visitors after they arrived in Stonewall. 

Dennis Elliott kept several cows and gradually 
sold more milk until he made it his business to deliver 
milk about town with his horse "Booker" and cutter 
or buggy with the bottles covered in the back. In the 
early days, the cows pastured along the streets and 
kept the grass trimmed, and of course there were 
fences. 

The family enjoyed gardening and grew many 
fine flowers, fruits and vegetables, sharing them with 
others. Mrs. Elliott always had windows full of gera
niums and foliage plants in winter and was a familiar 
sight in summer wearing her sunbonnet and tending 
her flowers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elliott both attended the Bible Class 
in Sunday School, and Methodist Church services 
regularly as long as they were able. 

Mr. Elliott helped organize the first LO.O.F. 
lodge in Stonewall in 1905, and Rebekahs in 1906. 
His daughters, Eileen and Gladys, were charter 
members. 

Eileen attended school in Stonewall until she 
passed her "entrance", attended Normal School, 
and taught in Victoria School, Stonewall Public 
School, and Pipestone until 1913. Her friendship 
with Ethel Buckley began in early school years in 



The Elliot Family, 1908. 

Stonewall. For 70 years, Eileen enjoyed correspon
dence with Theresa (Lusted) Haughton, a former 
pupil who moved to Oliver, B.C. in 1910. 

Gladys also became a teacher and taught at Har
perville, Elm Creek, Bowsman River, Balmoral 
(1914-1916) in the old McClure lumber yard office 
with 52 pupils at first, later with three grades in the 
new school. She taught Grade 1 in Stonewall, 
1916-1921. 

Both Eileen and Gladys belonged to the choir of 
the Methodist Church and to the Union Choir, led by 
Mr. H. O. May, which won so many high honours at 
the Winnipeg Music Festivals. 

Many were the socials, plays, and musical eve
nings enjoyed by the young people. They remem
bered taking part in the LO.D.E. production of 
"Madam Tussaud's Wax Works" with a cast of fifty, 
and the enjoyment for everyone. 

Eileen (Mrs. Thomas Lund) was teacher of the 
Junior Bible Class in the United Church Sunday 
School for many years. Gladys (Mrs. Sam Chanin) 
was asked to teach the Senior Bible Class and did so 
for 13 years. They were both interested in the work of 
the W.M.S. and the W.C.T.U. 

Their older brother, Wilford Elliott, worked in 
the meat business for several years then returned to 
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Ontario. He and his wife Louise had a family of two 
daughters and twin sons. He worked in Oakville as a 
carpenter and built several houses. He died in 1975 at 
the age of 93 years. 

In the 1920's he shipped barrels and later boxes of 
apples to his family in Manitoba, and oh, how good 
they were! 

Mrs. Elliott passed away in 1926, and Mr. Elliott 
spent some of his later years well cared for at the 
Chanin home where he died in 1944 at 89 years of 
age. 

The Lund Family 
James and Isabella Agnes Lund were born in 

Sedburgh, Yorkshire, England, in 1836 and 1838. 
They were accompanied by Sarah, Martha, John and 
Edward when they came in 1894 from Newcastle on 
Tyne to Woodlands, Manitoba. Their son Thomas 
had come in 1891 and found work with the E. P. 
Langrell family who became life-long friends. 
Thomas remembered broadcasting oats by hand to 
seed a small field and being so gratified when they 
grew beautifully. 

In 1896 they purchased their farm NEY4 of 
6-14-2E which they named Tynelea and farmed until 
1928. 



The Lund reunion, 1937. Rev. Edward, Eileen, Julia and 
Thomas, Sarah, brother-in-law Joseph Cowen, Martha. 

All the family were active members of the Meth
odist Church. James Lund was a lay preacher and 
conducted services in the Rockwood area when re
quired. His wife was a teacher in the Sunday School 
as were Sarah, Martha and Edward. Thomas was 
secretary. They all enjoyed singing. Thomas and 
Sarah belonged to the Union Choir. 

Edward was asked by Rev. D. M. Kennedy, min
ister in Stonewall, to take one of the services at an 
outside point. That decided him to enter the ministry. 
He attended Wesley College and was ordained in 
1907. He married Julia Peach of Balmoral, and to
gether they ministered to the people of their several 
charges until he died in 1939. Their family of Edra, 
Irene, Merle (Mrs. D. Fraser), Winona and Grace 
(Mrs. Art McConkey) all enjoy music and have a 
"facility with words" . 

Miss Martha Lund was a companion helper for 
older ladies, and was on the visiting committee of the 
United Church. She was the only one of the family 
who re-visited England. 

Their sister Mary (Mrs. Jos. Cowen of Newcas
tle) visited her family in 1901 and while here, her 
little daughter died and was buried in Stonewall 
cemetery. 

John Lund was not strong after infection from a 
smallpox vaccination, and he died in 1902 after a 
courageous fight for health. 

Sarah married Joseph Howsam in 1913, and they 
lived in Stonewall where he was a clever stone mas
on. After his death in 1925, Mrs: Howsam, with the 
help of a nurse, Mrs. Eliza Brown, used her home as 
a nursing home for several years. 

Martha cared for her sister in later years, until 
1947 when Mrs. Howsam passed away. Martha then 
lived with Mrs. Burrow until she herself passed away 
in 1953. They allIed lives of wonderful service to 
others. 
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The Thomas Lund Family 
submitted by the family 

The Thomas Lund Family. 

Thomas, as a nine year old boy in England, 
enjoyed a Spelling Bee and placed second of about 25 
pupils. His mistake was in "mathematician". 

In 1913, Thomas married Eileen Elliott, and they 
lived on the farm for 15 years. He was secretary for 
the Rockwood Agricultural Society, and they raised 
White Wyandotte chickens. Ten hens won the egg
laying contest in Brandon. They sold hatching eggs 
and cockerels, and they also grew a large garden. 
Their family of Ruth, Lois, Wilson, Emeline, Alida 
and Jesmondine all attended school in Stonewall, and 
all enjoyed music and singing. Ruth played the tuba 
in band and orchestra and sang in the choir. She died 
in 1934 following an operation. 

Lois, a choir member and teacher, married Aus
tin Peach in 1943. They live at Balmoral and their 
family are John, Marilyn (Mitchell), and Brenda. 

Greetings from Wilson Lund of Burnaby, B.C. 
retired from Dominion Bridge after 33 years. My 
wife Victoria, a Portage La Prairie girl, and I are 
building our retirement home in Gibsons B.C. (Sun
shine Coast) for 1982. 

Our family is four children and two grand
children. Katherine and Susan share our home and 
are employed in Vancouver. Patricia, married to 
Doug Kerr, lives in Kelowna. Our son Grant works in 
a Pulp Mill Lab; he and his wife Tracy with Thomas 
and Nicholas, live in Gibsons. (We really enjoy our 
two grandsons). 



Our family all enjoy singing, music and forestry. 
Over the years, I've played comet in bands from here 
to England. We had a wonderful opportunity for 
music in our home in Stonewall with the Stonewall 
Brass Band, High School Orchestra, and the United 
Church Choir and the Winnipeg Music Festivals. 

I worked in Stonewall Motors for a time, spent 
three years in the army (R.C.E.M.E.) overseas, then 
settled in Vancouver. 

My younger days in Stonewall bring memories of 
living on the farm, making crates for shipping White 
Wyandotte chickens, racing my dog "Bounce" on 
Carnival Days, sliding down Quarry Hill and shoot
ing jackrabbits at Ben Lewis' farm by moonlight. 

Emeline trained in Grace Hospital and became 
an R.N. in 1943. She married Charles Shipley in 
1946. Their three sons are: Bill and Pearl and three 
children of Calgary; Fred and Janet and three girls of 
Balmoral; John and Lydia and two children of Bal
moral. Charlie passed away in 1955. Emeline and son 
John and family live on the farm. 

Alida was born on the Lund farm, and one of her 
favourite early memories is of Emeline and herself, at 
about six and four years of age, climbing high on the 
bam roofridge where they were spotted by their par
ents. The latter, not panicking, but afraid to speak, 
calmly but tensely watched until the daughters de
cided to climb down. 

Growing up in depression years meant such 
chores as a large garden, picking berries, tending 
poultry and cows, as well as studying to graduate 
from Grade 12. 

Alida and Emeline enjoyed c.G.I.T. under Mrs. 
Ira Stratton, and all enjoyed choirs led by the talented 
H. O. May. 

Alida attended University on a provincial schol
arship and taught in Good Hope School, Victory and 
Ralph Brown Schools in Winnipeg before marriage 
in 1948 to George A. Thomson of Thomson Funeral 
Home. Their family of four are: Kathryn and her 
husband Norman Berg and children Thomas and 
Heather of Revelstoke, B. c.: Bruce of Vancouver, 
Angus in journalism; and Douglas of Nanaimo. 

They lived in Stony Mountain while George 
trained for the ministry and was ordained in 1955. 
Later he entered the income tax business before his 
untimely death in 1977. Alida continues to reside in 
their home in N anaimo. 

As the youngest of the family, I (Jesmond) had a 
responsibility to hold up the family honor, but also 
had the advantage of the older helping hands along 
the way. When I wished very strongly that I could 
take piano lessons, Mother made arrangements with 
her good friend, Mrs. H. 0. May, to take butter and 
vegetables in return. 
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In my store of memories of growing up in the 30's 
and 40's are: my brother taking me to Winnipeg on 
the streetcar to celebrate finishing Grade 1, picking 
bushels of saskatoons as soon as school was out in 
June, so that Mother could can quarts by the hun
dred, racing our dog in the annual dog-sleigh races 
the length of Main Street. 

I remember the warmth of growing up in a com
munity where also lived my dad's two sisters, who 
strongly instilled in us our English heritage, and my 
Mother's Father as well as her sister and family. We 
cousins shared so many good times. 

Currently, I am living in Thompson, and that is 
my name also. My husband Glen is the United 
Church minister, and I am teaching French. Our six 
children Laurie (Laurence), Jennifer, Ann, Heather, 
Murray and Sheila are either pursuing work or in 
training for it, in nursing, education and law. Two are 
married and are enjoying the molding experiences of 
parenthood. 

Thomas Lund passed away in 1955. Eileen Lund 
enjoyed almost 26 more years with her family, her 
friends, and with the joy of bird watching and letter 
writing. She passed away in April 1981 at the age of 
95 years. 

The Chanin Family 
John Chanin left Devonshire, England in 1888 

and emigrated to Canada where he found work in the 
Gunn quarries, Stonewall. The next year his wife 
Mary (Hooper) and their six children joined him at 
Stonewall after a stormy Atlantic crossing. They 
travelled in. a "Colonial" coach on the railway to 
Winnipeg. They lived on farms west of Stonewall for 
a time, then on the Elliot farm. While in Stonewall, 
they lived for a time in the "Botham" house, and 
Sam remembered caretaking the Methodist Church 
where he cleaned the many lamp chimneys regularly. 
He also recalled playing with Norman and Bert Mc
Cullough who lived north of the church. 

Soon after the tum of the century, Mr. and Mrs. 
Chanin and their three younger sons moved to a farm 
at St. Louis (now known as Petersfield). 

Their only daughter, Annie, became Mrs. Robert 
Crookshanks in 1899. They lived first on the Elliot 
farm then they farmed in the Petersfield district. 
Their family consisted of one son, Warren, and two 
daughters, Hazel (Mrs. James Grieve) and Myrtle of 
Winnipeg. 

The other members of the family were: William, 
Jim, Sam, Tom, and Bert. 

William, in his mid twenties, died in Saskatche
wan as a result of a ruptured appendix and was the 
first LO.O.F. member to be buried in Stonewall 
cemetery. 



Jim died in 1950. Tom and Bert served in the 
Canadian Army during the First World War. 

Tom Chanin farmed in the Langruth district. His 
family consisted of Bill, at Lac La Ronge, Saskatche
wan; Archie, at Victoria, B.C.: and Doretta, Mrs. 
Albert Boehmer of Petersfield. 

Bert Chanin married Grace Carter of Peters field. 
They lived for many years at Roland, Man. Their 
family are: Dr. Lome Chanin who teaches at the 
University of Minneapolis , Minn., Marguerite Bren
nan of Kenora and Glen of Victoria. 

Sam and Gladys Chanin. 

Sam Chanin had rheumatic fever as a child and, 
as a result, was left with permanent damage to his 
heart. Thus he was not accepted in the First World 
War. He married Gladys Elliott of Stonewall in 1921. 
She had taught at Harperville, Elm Creek, Bowsman 
River, Balmoral (1914-1916) and also Grade 1 at 
Stonewall (1916-1921). They farmed in the Pe
tersfield area and later moved back to Stonewall. 
Sam Chanin belonged to the I.o.O.F. lodge. His 
talent was carpentry, and he also had some livestock. 
Mrs. Chanin grew beautiful gladioli and peonies 
which she shared with others. Mrs Chanin made 
many lovely quilts in later years. Their family con
sisted of two girls (Edythe and Alice) and three boys 
(Herbert, Bonar, and Keith). 

Edythe married Norman Floate, and they live in 
Kindersley, Sask. They have five children: Dennis, 
Terry, Maureen, Shannon and Kevin. In her spare 
time, Edythe knits beautifully, sweaters being a spe
cialty. 

Herbert and his wife Muriel live in Winnipeg. 
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They have five children: Gary and his wife Margaret, 
Robert, Barbara and her husband Dr. Merle Olson, 
Craig and Pamela. 

Herbert served in the R.C.A.F. during World War 
II and was stationed in Iceland. 

Bonar and his wife Cecilia live in Calgary. They 
have three daughters: Faralee and her husband John 
Cook, Sherry, and Michelle. 

Bonar served in the Royal Canadian Navy during 
the war and later became a Director of Corporate 
Affairs for Gulf Oil. He has recently become director 
of public affairs activities of Gulf Oil's Beaufort Sea 
Drilling Division. 

Keith and his wife Willa live in Penticton, B.C. 
Keith, a former R.C.M.P. officer, was one of the 
officers in the Musical Ride and with his horse "Ban
dit" attended the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. 
Their family are Suzanne, Brett and Lee. 

Alice and her husband Elmer Morrow farmed in 
the Darlingford area and now live in the town. Their 
daughter Linda and her husband Rock Spencer live in 
Winnipeg. Sons, Howard, and Dwight are in 
Darlingford. 

The Chanin family moved back to Stonewall 
when Bonar was a baby. In those days, people trav
elled from Petersfield by sleigh to Teulon and took 
the train to Stonewall. 

Mrs. Chanin remembers being quarantined for 
fifteen weeks one winter and spring. When Keith was 
in Grade 2, he had become extremely ill with scarlet 
fever and was making a slow recovery. Mr. Robert 
Crookshanks had driven with a sleigh and a team of 
horses over to Stonewall in February. He suggested 
taking Keith back with him to Petersfield to recuper
ate. Decisions were made ina hurry. Bricks were 
heated up and wrapped in newspaper and placed in 
the hay in the bottom of the sleigh. Keith was bundled 
up in warm clothing and blankets and away they went 
the twenty-five miles to Petersfield. Keith came back 
during the summer fully recovered from his illness. 

Bonar and Alice take great delight in telling their 
friends that they had their tonsils removed on the 
kitchen table. Dr. Evelyn, assisted by Mrs. Eliza 
Brown (a practical nurse), performed the surgery on 
the Chanin's kitchen table. Mrs. Chanin, who had a 
rather weak stomach for such an undertaking, was 
delegated to keeping the other three children enter
tained in the back yard. 

Mrs. Sam Chanin, the only surviving member of 
her generation at 91 years of age, is a resident of 
Crocus Manor. She still plays the piano and enjoys 
gardening. She is a member of the Stonewall Re
bekah Lodge. In 1980, her family held a reunion in 
Stonewall. The children and all but two of the grand
children were able to attend. 



The Essex Family 
submitted by the Essex Family 

Walter and Elizabeth Essex, 1919-1931. 

Mr. Walter Essex was born in England in 1888. 
He travelled to Canada in 1905 at the age of seven
teen. After working on various farms in the Shoal 
Lake area, he settled on a farm in Grassmere south
west of Stonewall. In 1919, Walter married Miss 
Elizabeth Sheldon, who had also moved to Canada 
from England. Together they had four children; 
Mary, Roy, George, and John. Elizabeth Essex 
passed away in 1931. 

Back Row, L to R: Mrs. Frank Hall, Mrs. Walter Essex (nee 
Elizabeth Sheldon), Mr. Walter Essex holding George Essex. 
Front Row, L to R: Evelyn Hall, Frank Hall, Roy Essex and 
Mary Essex. 

Walter remarried in 1940 to Miss Elsie Smith of 
Stony Mountain. They retired off the farm in 1957 
and moved to Stonewall. Elsie Essex passed away in 
1964. 
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Walter and Elsie Essex. 

Mary Essex attended school at Tecumseh and in 
1939 married Cyril MacMartin. He was a butcher in 
Stonewall at the Bishop Eades Meat Market. Cyril 
joined the Air Force at the outset of the Second World 
War, and they moved to Fort Macleod, Alberta, and 
then to Gimli, Manitoba. After Cyril's return from 
overseas, the family moved to Winnipeg. In 1973, 
Mary and Cyril moved back to Stonewall where they 
now reside. Cyril retired from Bristol Aerospace in 
1980, where he had worked for 30 years. They have 
three children; Walter, Edward, and Patricia, and five 
grandchildren. 

Roy Essex also spent his formative years attend
ing Tecumseh School. He joined the P. P. C. L. 1., and 
served in the Second world War both at home and 
overseas. After the war, Roy returned to the Rock
wood area. In 1950 he married Wilma Craig, of. 
Teulon, and they took up residence in Winnipeg. Roy 
is presently employed by the T. Eaton Co., where he 
has worked for the past 28 years. Roy and Wilma 
have two children, Craig and Cheryl, and one grand
child. 

George Essex attended Tecumseh School, and at 
the age of 18, joined the army. Returning from over
seas, he married Jean Webb of Stonewall. They 
moved to Winnipeg where they resided for twelve 
years. In 1957 Walter Essex retired to Stonewall, and 
George and Jean moved back to the family farm in 
Grassmere. While farming, George continued work
ing in Winnipeg. In 1979, he retired from the T. 
Eaton Co. after 32 years of employment. He pres
ently continues to operate his farm in Grassmere. 

George and Jean have three children; Gayleen, 
Ken, and Margaret. They attended Tecumseh School 
(the same school as their father, aunt and uncles), and 



later attended schools in Stonewall. Gayleen gradu
ated and moved to Winnipeg to work in the secre
tarial field. In 1967, she married Alan Nixon, also a 
Rockwood resident and a member of the Armed 
Forces. Gayleen and Alan are presently stationed in 
Cold Lake, Alberta, and have two children, Alan and 
Grant. Ken Essex moved to Winnipeg after school
ing, and is presently employed by York Tire. In 1975 
he married Julie Seymour of Stony Mountain. They 
have two children; Terri and Jacqueline. In 1982, they 
moved back to Rockwood, living on a part of the 
family farm in Grassmere. Margaret Essex graduated 
from Stonewall Collegiate and moved to Winnipeg in 
1974. She has pursued a career in the secretarial 
field. 

John Essex obtained his education in Tecumseh 
and Stonewall. At the age of 17, he joined the Air 
Force and made it his career. John married Frances 
Airth in 1952. They were stationed in various parts of 
Canada, as well as four years in Germany. They 
returned to Canada and a posting in Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia, and has now retired from the Armed 
Forces after serving 25 years, and is living in 
Amherst, Nova Scotia. 

He is employed by the Fed. Government in the 
Dept. of Supply and Services. John and Frances 
formed Square Dancing clubs at their various post
ings. John has been a "Caller" for 20 years. They 
have 2 children; Gwendolyn and Debrah, and three 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Essex celebrated his 94th birthday March 
2nd, 1982, and presently resides at Rosewood Lodge 
in ides at Rosewood Lodge 
in Stonewall. 

Dr. William Frederick Dawson Evelyn 
Dr. Evelyn was born 1898 in England coming to 

Canada at an early age. 
His early education was received at Machray 

School, Winnipeg, then at Westbourne, Manitoba 
where his father was principal for 19 years, then at 
Gladstone, Manitoba. He then attended St. John's 
College, Winnipeg for a time, and in February 1916, 
he enlisted with the 18th Winnipeg Battalion as a 
runner in the first World War. 

He was gassed in France in 1918 and was demobi
lized in April, 1919. Following his return he taught 
school for a year after which he enrolled at Manitoba 
College to pursue a course in medicine. His intern
ship was at Regina General Hospital going to north
ern Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Morden. 

In November 1927, Dr. Evelyn came to the 
Stonewall and Rockwood area, a young and rugged 
doctor to carryon the health needs of the district. He 
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Dr. and Mrs. Evelyn. 

could be seen driving a Ford coupe for years until it 
was necessary to have better facilities. 

In January 1933, he married Miss Elsie Clark 
who gave her all to help the doctor carry the heavy 
load. Mrs. Evelyn was the essence of constant pa
tience and devotion. They were staunch supporters of 
the Church of the Ascension. 

For years Dr. Evelyn worked faithfully and be
cause of his nature he never sent out "Bills" . 

In 1942 the Rockwood Municipality and Stone
wall councils passed a By-Law installing the physi
cian as Municipal Doctor. His salary was about 
$10,500.00 yearly. Although the area he served was 
to be limited, people would come from elsewhere for 
day-time visits and the doctor would always find time 
to listen to their ailments. 

He was a typical country doctor, at the beck and 
call of anyone needing medical aid anytime of the 
day or night. His only aim was to heal and relieve 
pain-completely unselfish and an exceptional hu
manitarian. 

Often Dr. Evelyn would need a midwife. There 
were quite a few around the country during the 
1930's. Many births were delivered by the light of the 
coal oil lamp. During the long course of his practice 
the general practitioner delivered over 1500 babies. 
A book was presented to the good doctor with over 
1300 names of children he had brought into the 
world. This book can be seen at the hospital. 

Also, in the early days he would think nothing of 
removing children's tonsils on a kitchen table. Dr. 
Evelyn would stay with a patient as long as neces
sary, sometimes the better part of a night. Because of 
poor facilities the doctor often sent people into Win
nipeg for operations, usually to his best known gen
eral practitioners and surgeons. 

Due to his influence a six-bed Medical Nursing 
Unit was opened in 1952 and later in 1961 was en
larged to a 20 bed-hospital to better the service of the 



community. After Dr. Evelyn passed away the facili
ty was named after him. 

Many hardships can be related by the men who 
went with this doctor while on calls to outlying 
district. Charlie Larcombe of Stonewall, his driver 
on numerous trips recalls many a wild ride. Some
times the only way to reach the homes scattered 
throughout the district was by snow plane a pro
peller-driven invention of Leif Rohn's which 
skimmed easily across the deep snow. Together 
Charlie Larcombe and Hjalmer Olson refurbished 
the machine with skis and it soon became a heart
warming sight as it sped across the snow-covered 
prairies on mercy missions. Usually these men 
would go with the doctor on all night calls. Country 
people called him a "living legend". Expectant 
mothers and parents with small children called him a 
"godsend. " 

For 35 years Dr. Evelyn travelled the highways 
and byways around Stonewall, Balmoral, Warren, 
Argyle and Grosse Isle and quite often further afield 

a familiar figure in his dark overcoat and little 
black bag. 

He enjoyed weekends and holidays at his beach 
cottage in the Whiteshell with Mrs. Evelyn and 
daughter Sandra where he fished, golfed and did a lot 
of boating. Whenever he found time he enjoyed a 
game of bridge with some of his neighbors. He was a 
life member of the Canadian Legion, also a charter 
and honorary member of the Stonewall Golf Club. 

But eventually hard work took its toll. For a 
quarter of a century, the lean smiling physician ad
ministered to the health needs of 5000 people in the 
area. By March 1951 he lay seriously ill at a Win
nipeg hospital, cut down by his continuous work and 
virtually endless hours. 

The community was greatly shocked, and con
cerned neighbors, friends and patients collected al
most $4000.00 more than enough for a two-month 
all expense holiday to Bermuda for Dr. and Mrs. 
Evelyn where the good doctor could rest and enjoy a 
respite from work. On June 3rd the doctor came 
home to yet another surprise when he found a gleam
ing new automobile in his garage. He was deeply 
touched by the kindness of the community. 

At 66, Dr. Evelyn's kindly face was deeply lined 
with pain and weariness, and he retired from practice 
for health reasons. A cheque for $3200.00 was given 
by Rockwood and Stonewall councils, the hospital 
board and staff in appreciation for his services. 

There is so much that could be said of the great 
doctor. He has been missed by his many friends, 
former patients and business associates. He was 
loved and respected by all who knew him. 

Although years have slipped quickly by since his 
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passing on May 5th, 1964, Dr. Evelyn is still talked 
about with admiration and fond remembrance by all 
who knew him. He was truly one of Stonewall's finest 
citizens. 

The Family History of Raymond Norris 
Fines 
by R. Fines 

Great grandfather William Fines was born in 1816 
and died in 1877. Great grandmother Susan (nee 
Raith) was born in 1821 and died in 1882. They came 
to Canada from England in 1849 and settled and 
worked on the railroad in Georgetown, Ontario. 
They later farmed in Mono Township, Dufferin 
County, Ontario. They had six children: Norris, 
William, Sarah Anne, Richard, Susan and Thomas. 

Raymond's grandparents, Norris (September 2, 
1840-June 16, 1913) and Jane (Scott) (April 13, 1845-
September 7, 1921) came west to Manitoba in 1874. 
They stayed in Winnipeg for a year, coming to live in 
Balmoral on the NE Y414-15-1E, where Mr. and Mrs. 
Les Butler now reside. Hunting and fishing were his 
hobbies. They had nine children. One son Jacob died 
in infancy. 

William married Edna Andrew; John married 
Maria Andrew; Susan married William Heaney; 
Richard married Mable Willcott; James married Ada 
Willcott; Joseph married Mary Burnett; Jessie mar
ried John Porter; Sarah married Edgar Benyon. 

John and Maria Andrew, his parents, were mar
ried in the Balmoral Methodist Church January 20, 
1897. Maria was the daughter of Robert and Ellen 
(Holt) Andrew. She was born on her parents' farm on 
November 6, 1876, on the SE Y4 of l-I5-lE, Bal
moral. 

John Scott Fines was born May 30, 1867 in Or
angeville, Ontario. He arrived with his parents in 
Balmoral when he was eight years old. Following 
their marriage they settled on the northwest V4 of 
24-15-lE. Maria and John were great church work
ers: Maria was church organist and Sunday school 
teacher. John sang in the choir, and was Sunday 
school superintendent of the Greenridge Church. 
Services were held in the old Red school house. On 
many occasions they offered the hospitality of their 
home to the minister and visiting clergy. After a few 
years they became active in the Balmoral Methodist 
Church. Their children were: 

Gertrude - November 3, 1897-December 10, 
1979 at Rosetown. She was a teacher at Ridgeway 
School from 1917-1919. She married Gordon 
Mitchell, January 2, 1920. They had four children: 
Gwen, Eldon, Mervin and Lois. 

Harold - January 11, 1899. He taught school in 
Saskatchewan, married Dorothy Weber. They settled 



in Ft. St. John B. C., where they farmed and raised 
their two children, Audrey and Maurice. Harold is 
still living in Ft. St. John with his second wife 
Mildred. 

Vernon May 9, 1910, took a business course 
and later became a trades man. In 1931 he married 
Dorothy Colt art. They had two children, Patricia and 
Joan. Vernon and Dorothy with their family left 
Winnipeg to make their home in Vancouver, B.C. 

Raymond - February 8, 1908, born in Stone
wall, grew up in Balmoral, taught school for 25 
years. Nineteen of these years were in Ridgeway and 
Lightly schools. He married Anne Johnstone on June 
27, 1942. They took up residence on the family farm 
NW 24-15-lE. Anne was born and brought up in 
Winnipeg, daughter of Charles and Anne (Boswell) 
Johnstone. She has taken an active part in Balmoral 
United Church and the United Church Women. She 
has worked for the Balmoral Hunter Hospital Auxil
iary. Raymond and Anne have three daughters, Mar
ion, Elizabeth and Helen. The girls received their 
elementary education in Balmoral and high school in 
Stonewall. 

Marion - on graduating from high school re
ceived the Governor General's gold medal. She at
tended the University of Manitoba, received her 
Bachelor of Arts and her teachers degree. She mar
ried Harvey Smith in 1965, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick Smith. They now live in Hay River, 
N. W. T. where Harvey is manager of the Hudson Bay 
store. They have three children Melanie, Glenn and 
Heather. 

Elizabeth - received merit awards during her 
high school days. She attended Red River Communi
ty College and Health Science Centre to obtain her 
registered Laboratory technologist certificate. She 
married Ronald Russell in 1967, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Russell of Winnipeg, who is now pay-roll 
supervisor for Hudson Bay Company in Winnipeg. 
They have three children Lesley, Mamie and Mark. 

Helen like the other girls received some merit 
awards in high school. She received her teacher's 
degree from the University of Manitoba. Since then 
she has obtained her Bachelor of Education and her 
Special education in teaching. In 1968 she married 
Kenneth Pearson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Pear
son, of Teulon. Kenneth took his teaching degree but 
at present is in the trucking industry. They have three 
children Christopher, Andrea and Erin. Helen, Ken 
and family live in Cypress River, Manitoba. 

James and Ada Fines 
submitted by Lloyd and Edna Fines 

Jim (as he was known) was the son of Norris and 
Jane Fines. He was born on July 28, 1876 on the 
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James and Ada Fines, December, 1944. 

family farm NE 14-13-lE. He had four brothers and 
three sisters. Their names were, Will, John, Richard, 
Joe, Susan, Jessie and Sarah. 

He attended the old school at Balmoral. 
He married Ada Willcott on July 4, 1906 and they 

built a new lime and stone house on the quarter of 
land across the road from the Norris Fines family 
farm on NW 13-15-lE. The years went by and the 
family grew. They found it necessary to add to the 
house, this time building a frame structure and at the 
time of writing the frame portion still stands on the 
family farm. 

He was a very successful farmer and his interests 
were his family and church. He was a leader of the 
C.G.I.T. group and a member of the Balmoral Meth
odist Church. As a young boy, Jim watched the 
dedication of the conerstone of the church in 1889. 

The Norris Fines family was a choir in them
selves and gave freely of their musical ability. The 
Methodist Church later became Balmoral United 
Church and Jim was a very ardent worker serving in 
many offices within the church. He served as a Sun
day School teacher for many years. 

Ada Fines (nee Willcott) was the daughter of 
Stephen and Margaret Willcott. Born on March 12th, 
1885 in Listowel, Ontario, she came to Balmoral at 
the age of 15. She had four sisters and one brother, 
their names being Mable, Nellie, Jennie, Emma and 
Charlie. Ada was a very ardent church worker and 



served many years with the Balmoral United Church 
Women. 

Jim and Ada had five children, Earle, Ellwood, 
Lloyd, Ruby and Bert. They lived on the family farm 
until 1944, when they retired and moved to Balmoral. 
Ada passed away in 1945 and Jim passed away in 
1964. They are both buried at Victoria Cemetery, 
Balmoral. 

Lloyd and Edna Fines 
submitted by their daughter Lois MacKenzie 

Lloyd George Fines was born January 19, 1918 
son of James and Ada Fines (Willcott) in a family of 
four boys and one girl. See separate history on his 
parents. He attended Balmoral Consolidated School, 
and farmed with his father on the family farm WV2 
13-15-1E. In 1939 he went to Geraldton, Ontario to 
work in the mines, and in 1941 returned to farm with 
his father. 

On November 11, 1944 he married Edna Bernice 
Campbell of the Greenwood District, and his parents 
retired to Balmoral. Edna was born May 25th, 1926 
daughter of Gordon and Anne Campbell (Bowman), 
in a family of three girls and one son. She attended 
Greenwood School and later worked at Eaton's in 
Winnipeg. See a separate history on her parents. 

In 1953 Lloyd was elected Reeve of the Rural 
Municipality of Rockwood and served in this capaci
ty for 22 years, retiring in 1975. During this time he 
served on many committees, namely: The Manitoba 
Good Roads Association from 1954 to 1956. The 
Municipal Doctor Area Board from 1961-1962. The 
Manitoba Flood Control Board appointed by the 
Provincial Government in 1970 for a one year term. 
The Area Development Board from 1968-1975. The 
Interlake Development Corporation from 1970-1975. 
On Executive of Union of Manitoba Municipalities 
from 1970-1972. He received the Centennial Medal 
in 1967 in recognition of valuable service to the 
nation. 

He has belonged to the Balmoral Men's Curling 
Club since it (the rink) was built in 1938, serving as 
President, Secretary-Treasurer and on various com
mittees. 

Lloyd and Edna are members of the Balmoral 
United Church, Lloyd's family being members of the 
church since it was built as Balmoral Methodist 
Church in 1889. Lloyd sat on the Board of Stewards 
several times. Edna sings in the church choir. Lloyd 
helped in the founding of the "Balmoral Recreational 
Enterprises Incorporated" serving as charter chair
man for three years. 

Edna was active in sports, playing baseball in her 
younger years. She joined the Balmoral Ladies Curl
ing Club in 1945 and has been a member since then. 
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She is a member of the United Church Women's 
Organization, and also the Community Club. 

They have three children. Lois born on August 
28,1946 in Stonewall at Mrs. Scott's Nursing Home. 
Married to Ross MacKenzie of Balmoral on July 12, 
1969. They have one daughter Sharilea Ann. 

Gordon James, born March 11, 1950 at Mrs. 
Brown's Nursing Home, Stonewall. Married to Lin
da Beirnes on October 30, 1971. They have three 
sons, Curtis Lloyd, Ryan James and Matthew Gor
don. 

Gregor Norris born April 25, 1960 in Dr. Evelyn 
Memorial Hospital, Stonewall. 

Joseph Fisher Sr. Family 
by J. Fisher 

Joseph, his wife, his mother, and a younger 
brother came to Canada in 1903, landing at Rosser 
siding. Two other brothers Tom and Jim had come to 
Canada earlier. 

The Fisher brothers bought their first farm in 
1904, and while the house was being built Joseph and 
his wife lived in Stonewall. He worked in the Quarry 
for a short time. 

In 1911 the brothers bought a second farm a Y4 
section across the road from the first. 

Back Row, L to R: Nellie, Lizzie, Joe, Ethel, Marj., and Bill. 
Front: Joe Sr. and "Polly" (Dad and Mother). 

In 1921 the brothers' partnership was dissolved 
with Jim keeping the Y4 section and Joseph the origi
nal farm. Tom moved to a Vl section he bought on the 
Argyle road, leaving there in 1923, and a few years 
later buying land in the TeuIon area. 

Joseph Sr. remained on the farm until his death in 
1947. The farm was then taken over by his youngest 
son, William. 



Joseph Sr. and Polly had six children; Nellie, 
Lizzie, Joe, Ethel, Marj and Bill. 

Three of the six children, along with their parents 
have passed away, Bill, Nellie, and Lizzie. The re
maining three Ethel (Mrs. Crombe) lives in Stone
wall, Marj (Mrs. N. McDonald) lives in Calgary, and 
Joseph Jr. still lives on the farm. 

Joe bought the farm from his uncle Jim in 1934. 
He married Minnie McCulloch in 1936. They farmed 
together until Minnie's death in 1975. Joe still lives 
on the farm, but the farm has been taken over by his 
youngest son Lloyd and his wife Susan. 

Joe and Minnie have five children. They are 
Phyllis (Mrs. W. Thorlacius) of Ashern; they have 
three sons, Johann, Kevin and Dean. 

Joe Fisher Family. Back Row, L to R: Lloyd, Sharon, Gary, Pat, 
Phyllis, Joseph Jr. 

Patricia (Mrs. L. Jackson) of McCreary. They 
have seven children, Francis, Jacqueline, Terrance, 
Harvey, Clayton, and twin girls Roxanne and Joanne. 

Gary married Janice Fines of Winnipeg. They 
have two children Kim and Kris. 

Sharon (Mrs. H. Mattern) of Stonewall, they 
have two sons Richard and Rodney. 

Lloyd married Susan Lloy of Stonewall. They 
have two girls Denise and Jodie. 

John and Dorothy Fleck 
John Fleck was born in 1899 in Paisley, Scotland, 

the son of John and Elizabeth Fleck. The Flecks came 
to Canada when John was seven years old. Other 
family members to come at the time were John's twin 
brothers, Bob and Alex, and his mother's sister's 
daughter. 

In 1932, John began mixed farming in the Bal
moral district on the SEY4 7-15-lE. 

Dorothy Dennis was born in Calgary, Alberta, in 
September, 1920, after herfather's death. Mrs. Den
nis and her two daughters, Edna and Dorothy, came 
to live with Mrs. Dennis' father and brother, the 
Chisholms. 
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Dorothy attended Balmoral School travelling in 
horse drawn vans for more than an hour morning and 
night. 

John and Dorothy Fleck. 

In 1947, John and Dorothy were married in Win
nipeg at John's sister's home. They returned to Bal
moral and farmed three miles west of the village. 
There were two sons in their family, David and Ken
neth. 

Both John and Dorothy took an active part in the 
work of the Balmoral United Church. Dorothy be
longed to the Ladies' Aid and served as the secretary 
for ten years. She helped with their activities such as 
the annual suppers and the bazaars. For twenty years 
John served as an elder of the church and on its board 
of stewards, and, for ten years on the manse commit
tee. During that time considerable work was done on 
the Teulon manse. 

Dorothy became ill in 1974. She and John moved 
to Crocus Manor, Stonewall, where they lived until 
Dorothy's death in 1975. 

John returned to live and work with his two sons, 
David and Kenneth, who operate the family farm in 
the Balmoral district. 

Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Fox 
by Flo Gielzecki 

William and Mary Rae McQuarrie emigrated 
from Scotland to York County (now Toronto), On
tario about 1866. When the C.P.R. could take pas
sengers as far as Winnipeg, they decided to head west 
in 1880. They bought the present Ted Hawkins' farm. 
Their middle child, Flora, was four years old. She 
eventually attended Balmoral School and Balmoral 
United Sunday School. 

In 1887, Thomas Adam Fox, 21 years of age, left 
his birthplace of Wheatley, Ontario to travel west 



Mrs. T. Fox holding Flo, Mr. T. Fox, Margaret, Dr. Stanley Fox. 

looking after a car load of horses. They were destined 
for his brother Charles' livery barn in Winnipeg. 
Charles had a homestead north of Stony Mountain 
and he persuaded Tom to take out homestead priv
ileges nearby - 7 miles east of the Stonewall road. 
He got title to his land by breaking his property 
during the summer months and working in the cord 
bush north of Teulon in the winter. 

His parents, Mary and Richard Russell Fox, 
came for a visit in 1888 and persuaded him to sell out. 
Tom sold his 160 acres for $600 and returned to 
Wheatley on the promise of the gift of Y4 section from 
his father. Tom's grandfather had received a grant of 
land from the British government for participating in 
the 1812 war- a Y4 mile strip Lake Erie frontage by 1 
Y2 miles in Leamington County. However, Tom soon 
realized he loved the west. He travelled back to 
Manitoba in 1890 and found lodging with Andrew 
Mitchell (present home of Sam Good), a carpenter by 
trade. Tom became an apprentice. Mr. Mitchell 
found that Tom had a natural aptitude for carpentry 
and within a year he sent Tom out on jobs alone. 

Flora McQuarrie, 1898. (a) 
Fox Story. 

It was while he was walking east of the Balmoral 
road that Flora McQuarrie first noticed the handsome 
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stranger. Much to her surprise and delight, it wasn't 
long before Thomas Fox came calling. 

He bought V2 acre situated N.S.W. Y4-15-2E, in 
Balmoral, from Mrs. George Hyde in 1898 and built 
his workshop with living quarters above the follow
ing year. He was finally in business for himself! In 
1900, Tom and Flora wed. Their first son, Richard 
Russell, was born in 1901 and four years later Stanley 
William arrived. 

Tom bought 3 more acres of road frontage be
tween the school and his own property from Mrs. 
Hyde and acquired the rest of the Y4 section from Alf. 
and Bill Wells - except for 25 acres of west front
age. A steam tractor was rented to break this land in 
1915. Russell remembers pumping water by hand to 
keep this machine going. In 1926, they bought Ted 
Manser's farm across the road. (NW 6-15-2E) 

Tom's excellent craftsmanship is demonstrated in 
the more than thirty houses and barns he constructed 
in the Balmoral vicinity, as well as the Community 
Hall, C.P.R. station, and the school (where 2 genera
tions of the Fox family attended). His splendid pair of 
black Percherons provided the swiftest available 
transportation to the various building sites. 

His own big house (completed 1915) was consid
ered one of the finest homes in Rockwood. After a 
barn was built, the farmstead was on the air charts as 
a landmark for planes flying to Winnipeg from the 
North. 

Flora excelled in handicrafts. Her quilts and rugs 
were beautiful. She received recognition from the 
Red Cross, l.o.D.E. for the numerous socks and 
mitts she knit during World Wars 1 and 2. These skills 
she patiently imparted to anyone interested. She 
taught Sunday School for years and was active in the 
Ladies' Aid and Women's Institute. Board and room 
was provided to many school teachers and vaca
tioners, who enjoyed her home baking, freshly 
churned butter, and the bountiful vegetables from her 
garden. 

In 1931, Stanley Fox graduated from the U. ofM. 
medical school and interned at St. Boniface Hospi
tal. He subsequently took up general practice in 
Gilbert Plains and Pierre, South Dakota. He repre
sented Gilbert Plains as a member of the Manitoba 
legislature. He married Marion Ross in 1960. They 
travelled extensively throughout Europe and the 
Americas before moving to Oceanside, California 
where they now reside. 

Thomas A. actively pursued his woodworking 
until he suffered a stroke at 86. The grandchildren 
remember the lovely aroma of wood shavings associ
ated with their grandfather'S "shop". A visit there 
would find a row of raisins lined up to be nibbled one 
by one. The incessant curious questions, "What are 



you making, Grandpa?" always received the cheer
ful reply, "Something for fun and fancy." He passed 
away in 1957 at the age of 93. His wife, Flora, died of 
cancer in 1963 in her 87th year. 

Margaret and Russell Fox 
Russell took over the running of the farm at an 

early age. He developed a good mixed farming oper
ation, growing his own feed for dairy and beef cattle, 
and hogs. He and his father were a familiar winter 
sight, dressed in identical buffalo coats, when they 
hauled huge cordwood loads for their own use. Then 
the whine of the saw would be heard throughout the 
town as the sawing" bee" worked in unison. In 1926, 
Russ presented quite a curiousity driving his new 
Chevy. 

Russ' threshing gang (Fred Fabris, Mayfield 
Williams, and Jim Miller) formed soon after. They 
were to thresh together for over 25 years. 

He became Secretary Treasurer of the Balmoral 
School in 1936- a position he held for 31 years. One 
can say his earlier training at Success Business Col
lege was put to good use! 

Russ Fox and Margaret Foot, 1937. (b) R. Fox story. 

On July 3rd, 1937, he married Margaret Alice 
Foot, second oldest daughter of Charles and Mar
garet Foot of Stonewall. They took up residence in 
the old Manser home, where they raised their five 
children: Flora (Flo), Thomas Russell, Beatrice 
Elaine, Stanley William, and John Wesley. Margaret 
and Russell emphasized the use of one's abilities. 
They endeavoured to instill in their children a desire 
for personal growth that culminated from effort. 
However, they all looked forward to Sundays a day 
of rest. Then day trips around the countryside were 
enjoyed, or Russ would join his children and their 
friends on the front lawn for a rousing game of 
baseball or croquet. A winter delight was making ice 
cream each child taking a tum at cranking the 
wooden ice-cream maker. 

Margaret was devoted to her family - kind, 
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unselfish, and generous. The days were never long 
enough for her to accomplish all her tasks. She baked 
delicious bread, cookies, etc., grew a huge garden, 
canned, sewed, raised chickens, and helped with 
many jobs about the farm. Busy as she was, she 
always welcomed visitors with tea, and more often a 
meaL She succumbed to cancer in 1969. 

Russell officially retired in 1973 when he married 
Vera Fines Lacey and moved to Vancouver. There he 
is an avid carpet bowler, pursues many hobbies, and 
still "keeps books". He is the treasurer of the B.C. 
Carpet Bowlers' Association. 

Flo graduated from the Winnipeg General Hospi
tal as a R.N. She married Frank Gielzecki of Win
nipeg and Samia: they now live in Toronto with their 
family, Wanda and Wade. Tom graduated from U. of 
M. with a B. Sc. in Mech. Engineering. He married 
Marie Mayers of Winnipeg where they now live. 
They have four children: Bonnie, Larry, Blair, and 
Linda. Elaine took Sr. Matric. at United College. She 
and her husband, George Lyons, of Balmoral, and 
their children, Mona and Russell, reside in Win
nipeg. Stan married Sharon Pickering of Winnipeg. 
They bought the original T. A. Fox farm in Balmoral. 
They have three children: Teresa, Douglas, and 
Christine. John married Dale Grandmont of Argyle 
and bought Russell Fox's farm, where they live with 
their children, Kimberley and Dustin. Stan and 
John's children are the fourth generation of the Fox 
family to reside on those farms. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. G. Foot 
by Clara Smith 

Charles Frederick George Foot was born in 1874. 
As a young man he left his birthplace of Wareham, 
Dorset County, England to start a new life in Canada. 
He arrived in Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1904. 

Margaret Dickson was born in Edinburgh, Scot
land, in 1880. In 1901, she, with other members of 
her family, emigrated to Canada. Margaret and her 
sister Hannah settled in Winnipeg. The remaining 
members of the family journeyed to Saskatchewan 
where they bought farms and commenced a new life 
as pioneers of the land. 

In 1906, Charles Foot built "Bonnie Doon", a 
large dairy on Keewatin Street in Winnipeg. Early 
records show he supplied milk to both the Winnipeg 
General Hospital and the Children's Hospital. 

It was in Winnipeg that Charles Foot and Mar
garet Dickson met and subsequently married in 1908. 

In 1913, Mr. and Mrs. Foot bought a farm consist
ing of 400 acres on Sec. 18-14-2E, just north of 
Stonewall, from Mr. Martin Olsen. This farm had 
originally been pioneered by Mr. Nels Siddons. 
Charles and Margaret operated both the dairy and the 



farm simultaneously until 1918, when they sold the 
dairy in Winnipeg and moved to the farm with their 
five children: Hannah, Margaret, Clara, Violet and 
Beatrice. Another daughter, Charlotte Mabel and a 
son, Charles, were born on the farm. 

Mr. Foot farmed until his death due to pneumonia 
in 1927 at the age of fifty-three. This left his widow 
and a comparatively young family on their own. It 
was important to Mrs. Foot that as many of her 
children as possible receive an education. With this 
end in view and with a family to support, her inde
pendent and dauntless spirit enabled her to carryon 
the farm with the help of her elder daughters, Hannah 
and Margaret until her death in January, 1933, at the 
age of 53. She, too, died of pneumonia. 

At this point, Hannah and Margaret continued to 
operate the farm and maintain a home while the 
younger members of the family were completing 
their education at Centre School and at Stonewall 
Collegiate. Many people will remember their little 
white pony, Polly, that conveyed them to school by 
buggy in summer and by cutter in winter. Polly was 
stabled at Sims' Livery Barn for twenty-five cents a 
day. On the coldest days in winter, the girls boarded 
the passenger train at Lait Siding to get to school. 

The family worshipped at All Saints' Church, 
Victoria, for many years. In those days, when cars 
were a luxury, Archdeacon 1. Anderson picked up the 
girls at the end of the lane and conveyed them to 
church. Often on Sundays, the family gathered 
around Mother at the piano while Father led the 
family in singing hymns. 

In 1940, after years of dedication to her family, 
Hannah married Edward Wilson of Struan, Saskatch
ewan, where they farmed. They have now retired to 
Saskatoon to live. They have three daughters and 
seven grandchildren. 

Margaret married R. Russel Fox in 1937. To
gether they farmed at Balmoral. They had five chil
dren and thirteen grandchildren. Margaret suc
cumbed to cancer in October, 1969. Her memory is 
ever dear. 

Violet taught at Good Hope, Swan River and 
Dauphin. She was married in 1944 to Ira Gilmore 
C.A. of Hamilton, Ontario. Her career ended in 
June, 1979 after forty-three years in the teaching 
profession. 

Beatrice, after completing a course at business 
college, worked in telecommunications in the C.N. 
office at Winnipeg. She married FlO George Crowe 
R.A.F. from North Ireland. They reside in Toronto 
and have one son and two grandchildren. 

Mabel taught at Grassmere and at Dauphin, Man
itoba. She later worked as a comptometer operator in 
Eaton'S, Winnipeg. In 1949, she married William 
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Ellis of Perdue, Saskatchewan and settled on his farm 
there. They have three daughters and one grandchild. 
Mabel's personality makes her a family favorite with 
all generations. 

For many years Charles made his home with his 
sisters in Saskatchewan. He now lives in North Park 
Care Horne in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. He en
joys regular visits from his sisters. 

In 1941, the Foot farm was sold to Walter Smith of 
Rockwood, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Smith who 
had moved from Winnipeg to the Wiederhold farm, 
south-east of Stonewall. He and Clara Foot were 
married in 1942. Previous to her marriage, Clara 
taught at Rockwood School and at Balmoral. They 
continue to reside on the Foot farm. They have intro
duced many changes and modem improvements dur
ing these years, including the addition of sheltering 
trees, gardens and lawns. 

Walter and Clara Smith have two children, Don
ald and Peggy who both attended school at Centre 
and at Stonewall. After completing his education at 
the University of Manitoba, Don taught in a Win
nipeg school for thirteen years. He now owns and 
operates the Flicks Cinema in Stonewall, which 
opened on January 15, 1982. Peggy pursued a career 
in nursing and later in Home Economics at the Uni
versity of Manitoba. She married Wm. Findlater 
C.A. of Winnipeg. They have two children 
William John and Jenna Berie. They presently reside 
in Selkirk. 

It is of interest to note the family involvement in 
teaching. Of the fourteen children in the third genera
tion there were six teachers, all with university de
grees. Others entered nursing, engineering, char
tered accountancy and horne economics. 

As a tribute to Charles and Margaret Foot, the 
inspirations given to their family can be summed up 
in these four lines from ''A Psalm of Life" by Henry 
W. Longfellow 

"Let us then be up and doing. 
With a heart for any fate; 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labour and learn to wait. " 

History of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. N. Foulston 
submitted by Violet Paterson, Stonewall 

Mr. William N. Foulston, 1852-1935, was born at 
North Kelsey, England and came to Canada when a 
young man. 

In 1875, he and Sarah Ann Coverdale, 
1855-1913, were married at Caynga, Ontario. Their 
two oldest children, Maria Elizabeth and Ella May 
were born at N. Norwitch, Ontario. 

About 1880, they moved to Balmoral, Manitoba, 



Front: Mr. and Mrs. W. N. Foulston, daughter "Lizzie", Mrs. Sid Paterson, Violet, Muriel and George Paterson. 

where they lived for many years. Here Arthur, Al
bert, Ada Maude, Willie, and Frank were born. 

Mr. Foulston worked on the section for a while, 
then at the Balmoral flour mill, being an engineer by 
trade. Here he had an accident, which left him lame. 
Later he engaged in driving threshing engines and 
worked for a number of seasons on lake boats, one 
being The Wolverine. His last work was as caretaker 
of Balmoral School. He spent his last years with his 
son Frank and daughter-in-law Annie, at Sperling, 
Manitoba. 

Mr. and Mrs. Foulston were buried in Victoria 
Cemetery near Balmoral. 

Mrs. Foulston spent some time in Ninette Sani
tarium. Rev. 1. W. Williams ministered at her funeral 
service in Balmoral. Mrs. Foulston's bearers were 
Messrs. Jas. Barbour, Angus McIvor, Charles Stone
house, 1. H. Slater, George Holloway, and R. 1. C. 
Skinkle. 

Their family were: Maria Elizabeth, 1878-1924, 
who married Sidney Stewart Paterson and lived in 
Stonewall, Manitoba. Grandchildren were Violet, 
Muriel (deceased), George. 
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Ella May, 1880-1911, who married George Emms 
and lived at Stonewall. Grandchildren were Rose 
(d.), Gladys, and Eddie (d.). 

Arthur Boyd, 1882-1958, married Annie Gray, 
and lived at Medicine Hat, Alberta, where he was a 
C.P.R. locomotive engineer. Grandchildren were 
Fred (d.), Raymond, John (d.), Jim (d.) and Eloise, 
now Mrs. W. Banning of Calgary. Jim died in World 
War II. 

Albert, 1889-1979, married Grace Johnson and 
farmed near Maymont, Saskatchewan. Grand
children were Muriel (d.), Clara, Gladys, Gordon 
(d.), Edgar (d.), Violet (d.), Verna (d.), Sidney, 
Lloyd and Art. 

Ada Maude, 1891-1919, married James Simpson 
of Balmoral. Both are interred in Victoria Cemetery. 

William George, 1895-1929, married Lola Day. 
They had a daughter, Aile.en, now Mrs. James 
McDonald of Calgary and the Cayman Islands. 

Frank Percival, 1899-1979, married Annie Phil
lips of Roland, Manitoba. Their children were Lyall 
and Reva, now Mrs. Wayne Syverson of Medicine 
Hat: Lyall and wife Doreen at R.R. 2, Leduc, Alber-



tao Frank and Annie lived at Snowflake, where he 
barbered. They then had a general store at Sperling, 
Manitoba, for several years. Later, they moved to 
Gilbert Plains for a time, and lastly to Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

The Fraser Family 
by Donald Fraser, Wpg. 

James C. Fraser (Aug. 15, 1849-0ct. 23, 1942) 
carne from Shakespeare, Ontario. He married Chris
tine Bell (Jan. 31, 1852-Mar. 21, 1939) also from 
Shakespeare, on March 21, 1884. He went to Law 
School in Ontario before coming west. James Fraser 
was the first teacher in the Windsor School, built in 
188l. He took up a homestead on the NE Y4 of 
7-16-2E which he later sold to Sam McMahon. On 
Feb. 7, 1884 he bought the NY2 of SY2 of 27-15-2E 
from James Jeffery for the sum of $1300 and took 
possession of the farm on March 27, 1884. He was 
now teaching at the new Greenwood School. During 
his early years on the farm, he was appointed Justice 
of the Peace. He was a member of the Rockwood 
Municipal Council from 1891-1893 and also served 
as a trustee of the Gunton School Board shortly after 
the school was built. 

James and Christine Fraser's family consisted of 
one son, Ellwood (Nov. 9, 1887-Aug. 26, 1970) and 
two daughters, Annie (June 9, 1889-Aug. 19, 1978), 
Mrs. S. 1. Wood and Isabel (Sept. 13, 1893-Apr. 17, 
1978), Mrs. W. 1. Campbell. 

Ellwood and Bella Fraser, 1947. 

Ell wood Fraser was in the first class of the Man
itoba Agricultural College which later became affili
ated with the University of Manitoba. On Jan. 7,1914 
he married Lillian Isabel Campbell (June 21, 1888-
Oct. 14,1963). They farmed in the Gunton area until 
November, 1945 when they retired and moved to 
Winnipeg. While farming, Ellwood was quite active 
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in community affairs. He was a councillor on the 
Rockwood Municipal Council from 1923 to 1928. He 
served many years as Chairman of the Gunton 
School Board and was the secretary of the U.G.G. 
elevator in Gunton from its beginning until he re
tired. In 1958 Ellwood and Bella Fraser moved to the 
town of Teulon where they spent their remaining 
years. 

Their family of Donald, Margaret (Mrs. Gamet 
Dicks), James and Islay (Mrs. Alex Jack) all reside in 
the Gunton, Teulon area. Donald and James farm the 
land owned by their father and grandfather. In the 
early 40's they introduced what was known as "large 
scale turkey raising" to the area. 

Donald Fraser (Nov. 9, 1914- ) took a Diplo-
ma Course in Agriculture at the University of Man
itoba, served in the Canadian Navy for three years 
during the Second World War and then returned to 
Gunton to farm. On July 11, 1950 he married LaV
erne Lawson of Starbuck. Registered Hereford Cattle 
became their main enterprise. Through the cattle 
business, he became a director of the Manitoba Farm 
Bureau and a member of the board of Manitoba 
Agriculture Credit Corporation. 

Their family consisted of one son, Keith (June 
12, 1952- ) and one daughter, Heather (Aug. 12, 
1954- ), Mrs. Ronald Young. 

Keith Fraser, after finishing school in Gunton and 
Teulon, took a Degree in Agriculture at the Univer
sity of Manitoba. He worked for Manitoba Pool 
Elevators for two years. December 23, 1975 he mar
ried Denise Parker from Ste. Agathe. The following 
summer they went to Lesotho, South Africa in the 
employment of Canadian International Development 
Agency (C.I.D.A.). They returned to Canada two 
years later and Keith entered Queen's University at 
Kingston, Ontario, to study theology to become a 
United Church minister. They have one son, Graeme 
(Jan. 8, 1982). 

Heather Fraser, after finishing her schooling in 
Gunton and Teulon, went to Red River College 
where she graduated in Clerical Bookkeeping and 
Office Machines. July 15, 1975 she married Ronald 
Young of Roland, Manitoba. They now live in 
Whitecourt, Alberta with their two sons, Scott (Jan. 
15, 1977) and Bradley (April 23, 1979). 

James Fraser (Mar. 21, 1922) married Reta Hum
bert from Myrtle, Manitoba on Oct. 3, 1945. They 
took over the farmstead of James' father and mother. 
They were involved in mixed farming, first with 
turkeys and later with cattle and grain. James was 
active in community affairs serving on the school, 
hall and church boards as well as being a 4-H leader. 

Their family consisted of one son, Bruce (Nov. 7, 



1947- ) and one daughter, Gwenda (May 7, 
1949- ). 

Bruce after completing high school at Teulon, 
entered the University of Manitoba and graduated in 
1970 with B.A. Honors, majoring in Political Sci
ence. He worked in Ottawa with the Civil Service 
and married Beverly Thorburn from that city in 1973. 
They moved west the following year and now reside 
in Calgary with their three children, Jamie (Mar. 9, 
1975- ), Erica (Nov. 26, 1977- ) and Jason 
(Mar. 7, 1979- ). Bruce now has his own man
agement consultant company. 

Gwenda completed high school in Teulon and 
entered Success Commercial College, finishing her 
course in 1969. After working in Winnipeg, she went 
to Vancouver where she was employed by the Work
ers Compensation Board. She eventually went to 
Kamloops as head claims officer there. She married 
Ted Haymond of Kamloops and still resides there 
with one daughter, Nadine (April 28, 1960- ). 

Garnet Calvin Dicks and Family - Gamet 
D~cks fourth eldest son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
DIcks was born on Jan. 29, 1908, in the Teulon 
district. He farmed on the section of land 24-16-2E, 
and in 1937 he married Margaret Bell Fraser, eldest 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Ellwood Fraser. Of 
this marriage there were five children born. 

Calvin Donald (1938) While taking a course at 
the University of Manitoba he passed away on Dec. 
16, 1956. 

Wendell James (1940) He married the former 
Alice Anderson and they had two children. Cory 
Dean (1968) and Tammie Rae (1970). Wendell is with 
the Surrey Fire Department, Vancouver. 

Maureen Bell (1942) - She married Edward 
Stutsky Jr. and they have one child Randal (1969). 
They farm northeast of Teulon. 

Darline Margaret Jane (1945) - She married 
Donald Meloney and they have two children. Dara
Lea Erin (1972) and Darcy Donald (1975). They farm 
at Gladstone. Darline is the Secretary of the 
Gladstone Elementary School. 

. Darryll Gamet (1957) He has just completed 
hIS B.S.C. at the University of Manitoba and was the 
Senior Stick of the Faculty of Agriculture Students 
Organization for 1981-1982. 

In 1964 the family farm was sold and a new house 
was built on the Harry Dicks property in the town of 
Teulon. 

Mr. and Mrs. David French 
by Eva Robertson 

Mr. and Mrs. David French came to Stony Moun
tain, Manitoba in 1882 from Clarenceville, Quebec 
with their four sons. Mr. James French, Mr. Ornis 
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French, Mr. W. H. French, and Mr. Huxley French. 
Mr. and Mrs. French lived on a farm three miles 

from Stony Mountain. Mr. French was often away on 
business pertaining to the farm. 

Mrs. French was an active person in the com
munity. Through an accident she fractured a hip and 
had to travel slowly on crutches the rest of her life. 
She led "Womens Christian Temperance Union" 
and then started a campaign for "Womens Suf
frage" . Mrs. French was a member of the church, the 
Ladies' Aid, and finally established the Sunday 
School. She was an outstanding Canadian. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. French 
Mr. French born in Clarenceville, Quebec, came 

to Stony Mountain in 1882. 
In 1903, he married Miss Jessie Irene Macleod 

who came from Bristol, Quebec in 1898 to Gladston~ 
with her family and later to Stony Mountain in 1901. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. French made their home on a 
farm at Stony Mountain which they successfully 
operated for many years, raised a family, two sons 
and two daughters E. W. French, Edmonton, C. 
H. French, Winnipeg, Mrs. J. M. Roberston, Cal
gary and Mrs. D. McGill, Vancouver. (deceased) 

Both Mr. and Mrs. French were very active in 
community affairs and were life members of the 
United Church of Stony Mountain. Mr. French was 
on the board of stewards for the United Church. 

Mr. French held a number of important positions 
in municipal affairs, serving for over thirty years. He 
was closely associated with the locality during that 
period as Councillor and Reeve of Rockwood munic
ipality, past president and life member of the Man
itoba Union of Municipalities, life member of the 
Manitoba School Trustees Association, active in 
many organizations, the Good Roads Association, 
Farm Loans Board and Winnipeg Hospital Board. 

Fraternal organizations were among his life's un
dertakings and he held the honor of being Worshipful 
Master and life member of both Stonewall and Stony 
Mountain Lodges. On May 2nd, 1956 he received a 
fifty year jewel from the Grand Lodge of Manitoba A 
F and A.M. 

Mr. and Mrs. French's lives were one of service to 
mankind. 

Mr. French passed away on June 20th, 1956, Mrs. 
French December 21st, 1966. 

Wilfred and Audrey Gibbons 
SE 19-B-IE 

Wilfred and Audrey purchased this land from Mr. 
and Mrs. Sid. Lawrence. It had previously belonged 
to Archie and Duncan Campbell who came here from 
Collingwood, Ont. Each time one of the "Bach-



elors" went back to Collingwood to visit they would 
bring back a couple of spruce seedlings. They now 
are approximately 80' _90' high and often admired. 
They could be 90 years old. (Since 1947 more 
spruce, scotch pine and siberian elm have been 
planted.) 

In 1947 when Audrey and Wilf purchased this 
quarter there were only 40 acres broken. Over the 
years with "sweat and tears" all the land was cleared, 
of mostly oak, poplar and rocks but the soil was 
good. Twenty-seven years later (1976) they sold the 
land retaining the house and 5 acres. The present 
house was built in Stonewall by the Co-op and moved 
onto the site in December 1962. 

Wilf was born in Bermuda. Audrey lived with her 
parents Thornhill and Blanche (Sawyer) Stewart at 
Narcisse, Man. Wilf and Audrey were married in 
Winnipeg in 1942. 

All in all living in the Rockwood area have been 
happy years with many good friends and neighbors 
always ready to give a helping hand if needed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Gillies 
by Anne Dawson 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Gillies and their family of 
two sons and one daughter lived in Stony Mountain 
in a stone house on the main street. 

"Andy" as he was best known bought the house 
from Mr. Farauhar. 

Andy Gillis, who in the late 1880's went to 
Wimbledon in England, brought back the Queen's 
medal for the best rifle shot in Canada. 

Andy was a stone mason from Scotland and 
worked in Winnipeg as a contractor under the name 
of "Gillies and Fraser" . 

Andy built a hotel on the main street in "Stony" 
after he came home from the "North West Re
bellion" in 1886. He named it the "Wimbledon". 
This proved a great benefit as a half way house to the 
settlers of the northern section on their trip to and 
from Winnipeg. Later on the hotel was sold to Mrs. 
McLeod. 

Andy and his family moved to their farm up over 
the hill to the east, next to Mr. and Mrs. A. Quail. 
Their son Jim operated the farm. 

The entire family have been deceased for a good 
many years. 

The Gluchi Family 
submitted by Shirley and Jan Gluchi 

Panko and Annie Gluchi arrived in Canada in 
1901 from Galicia, Borshcy Pishchatynski Austria, 
with only their few personal possessions and one 
child, who died before they reached Canada. They 
settled in the Light School District, 30-17-2E, in the 
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Glucki Family. L to R: Ted, Raymond, Allan, Grace, Randy. 
Front Row: Steve and Jean Glucki. 

R.M. of Rockwood. They purchased a homestead 
(160 acres) from the Government for a fee of $10.00. 
Here they farmed approximately 20 cultivated acres 
with oxen. Mr. Gluchi built a lime kiln which from 
this he produced lime for sale. (Lime was used for 
plaster and whitewash). They had 13 children, 9 
Girls, 4 Boys. 

Michael and Annie Zaluski arrived in Canada in 
1901 from Micquie, Ukraine with no money and only 
a few personal belongings and their only child at that 
time, Steve. They settled in Winnipeg for 3 years 
where Mr. Zaluski worked in the sewers. They then 
moved to Komarno, in the LG.D. of Armstrong, 
where Mr. Zaluski bought a homestead and farmed. 
They had five children born in Canada. Peter is 
presently living in Komarno, Nick in Winnipeg, Net
tie (Mrs. Mike Sedleski) in Komarno and Jean (Mrs. 
Steve Gluchi) in the Balmoral area. Brother Steve 
passed away December 22nd, 1979 at the age of 79, 
and Bill passed away September 7th, 1980 at the age 
of 67. 

In 1936 Steven Gluchi (Panko and Annie's son) 
took over the family farm where he continued to farm 
and there he built a new home for he and his future 
bride, Jean Zaluski. In order to help pay for the 
wedding, Steve cut 80 cords of wood which sold for 
$1.25 a cord. During the depression, Steve, in order 
to subsidize his income, produced illicit spirits. 
Sugar being rationed at that time sold on the black 
market for $30.00 a hundred pounds. A hundred 
pounds of sugar made 7 gallons of brew, and a gallon 
sold for around $25.00. He would, by team, go 
approximately 13 miles, (which took about 4 hours), 
to Stacpoole School to meet with prospective buyers 
from the area and from Winnipeg. In 1949 Steve and 
Jean purchased a!h section of land on 35-14-2E from 
N. Atkinov, where they still reside. Here they farmed 
and operated a dairy (about 80 head), in partnership 
with Steve's step-brother Bill Buchkowski. Bill also 



operated the milk transfer. Bill passed away in 1970. 
His wife Sadie is residing in Summerland, B.C. 
Steve also farmed a Y4 section on the bog east of the 
home place and a Y2 section in Woodlands. They sold 
the Woodlands property in 1966 and the bog property 
in 1969. 

Steve and Jean farmed the Y2 section on 35-14-2E 
until 1976, when Ted bought the farm from his par
ents. 

Steve and Jean had five children. Ted, Raymond 
and Allan were born at home in Komarno. Grace was 
born at their present residence and Randy in the 
Teulon Hospital. Steve was mid-wife for all the chil
dren except Randy. 

Ted and Shirley (Buckle) Rick, Doug and Sheryl 
live on the homesite. Ted is a milk truck driver and 
Manager for the Rockwood-Victoria Co-Op and is 
the Councillor for Ward 3 in the R. M. of Rockwood. 
Ray and Jan (Parkinson) purchased Jan's parents 
home south of Stonewall in 1971 and are living there. 
Raymond is Rations Supervisor with the Department 
of National Defence in Winnipeg and is a volunteer 
fireman for the Stonewall-Rockwood Fire Depart
ment. Allan and Connie (Grant) Michael and Mark 
are presently living in Balmoral. Allan is a Wood
working Instructor at Warren Collegiate and owns 
and operates Glucki Woodworking in Balmoral. 
Randy and Linda (Williams) and son Bryan are liv
ing in the Town of Stonewall and Randy is employed 
by Bristol-Aerospace in Stony Mountain. Grace is 
employed by Winnipeg Photo and is living in Win
nipeg. 

The Good Clan 
by Hubert Good 

John and Jane Good arrived in Manitoba with 
their eight children in March, 1879 emigrating from 
Richmond Hill, Ontario. Their ninth child was born 
here in 1880. John was born in 1830 in Marlboro, 
Ontario of Irish ancestory, while his wife to be em
igrated from Ireland with her parents (Ardle) when 
she was quite small. Jane's mother took sick during 
their crossing to Canada, died and was buried at sea. 
As Jane was raised by an Anglican Priest's family her 
exact birthdate is unknown. She had stated that she 
thought she was married before she was eighteen, an 
event that took place on November 29, 1860 in Ne
pean, County of Carleton, Ont. ' 

John and Jane homesteaded southwest of Stone
wall on 23-13-1E but only stayed for one year then 
moved four miles north of town on to 18-14-2E. Their 
immediate family and descendants are listed below. 
All their children were married between 1881 and 
1902 and operated farms in the local area with the 
exception of Isabelle who moved to Teulon when she 
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married. Many of these farms are still being operated 
by their descendants. 

John passed away in 1900 after which Jane lived 
with various sons and daughters until her death in 
1926. She was affection ally known as Granny Good 
as she was always active in her community aiding the 
sick and acting as midwife to many. They are buried 
in Stonewall cemetery. 

Along with John, other members of the Clan 
came to Manitoba in the 1870's and settled in the 
Rockwood area. As the story goes John walked out to 
Stonewall on his arrival in Winnipeg and some mem
bers of his family went back the next day with a team 
of horses and hayrack to move his wife and family 
out. Four brothers, namely Edward, Thomas, Henry, 
Robert and a cousin James homesteaded on sections 
6 and 7 in township 13-2E. Thomas and Henry 
moved on to Fort Qu' AppeUe, then the N. W. T. 
Robert and James sold out and also moved west, 
where to I don't know. 

The descendants of these other members of the 
Good family have been forgotten in the passing of 
time with these few exceptions. All of Edward and 
his wife Sarah Isabella's family with the exception of 
Esse Jane, predeceased their parents. They are all 
intered in the South Victoria Cemetery. However 
there is one second generation member of this family 
who is still living, now in March, 1982, namely Mrs. 
Sadie Bishop of Rosewood Lodge, Stonewall and of 
course her family. Mrs. Bishop's given names were 
Sarah Isabella after her grandmother, her mother was 
Harriet Emile who married John Hall. Orma Good, 
who married my Uncle Henry at Indian Head, Sask. 
in 1919, was a descendant of one of the families that 
moved on to Saskatchewan. 

Edward, Henry, Howard, John, Elbourne. L to R: Mary, (their 
mother) Gertie, Melville, 1940. 



I will now concentrate on my grandparents fam
ily, namely William Robert and Mary (Storey). They 
were married in 1889 and resided on 13-14-lE where 
the present house on this site was built in 1907. Bob, 
as he was known, passed away in 1914. His wife 
remained on the farm until 1932 when she moved to 
Stonewall and resided on 1st Street East until her 
death in 1943. They were blessed with nine children 
but two died in infancy. A resume is as follows: John 

(1893-1952), the only one not to marry, operated 
the family farm with his brother Melville. He lived 
with his mother in Stonewall until 1943 when he 
moved back to the farm. He was an avid curler and 
served 11 years as councillor and reeve for the munic
ipality. 

Melville - (1895-1964), my father, married 
Mary Rowland of Teulon in 1932 and resided on the 
home farm all his life. Meb, as he was known, served 
on the Centre School Board, and was a dedicated 
member of the Masonic Lodge of which he was 
secretary for a number of years as well as holding 
other offices. My mother remained on the farm until 
1980 when she married George Croy and moved into 
Stonewall. My sister, Muriel, moved to Thunder 
Bay, Ont. after her graduation from Grace Hospital 
as an R.N. There she met Wilson Barton and they 
were married in 1955. They have one son, Clinton. I 
married lean Cameron (nee Good), (We haven't fig
ured out yet if we were related) in 1975 and moved off 
the farm. Jean has two sons, Randal and Tim by her 
previous marriage to the late Tom Cameron. I am at 
present working at Holiday Chev in Winnipeg and 
am renting out the farm land. 

Henry - (1899-1952) wed Orma Good, (a dis
tant relative) of Indian Head, Saskatchewan in 1919. 
He resided in Indian Head and Davidson, Sask., as a 
feed supply merchant with the exception of his army 
service during the second World War. Their children 
were, Arthur, Douglas, Robert, Gordon, Leona 
(Heide) and Hazel (Brooks). 

Gertrude - (1901-1970) wed Philip Last in 1922 
and resided on 28-14-1E. Ethel (Mrs. Bill 
Buchanan), Elbourne, and Donald who lives on the 
home farm, were their children. Gertrude was active 
in the Eastern Star and the Anglican Church. She was 
organist for the St. John's (Brandt) Church situated 
on the same section as the farm. 

Edward (1903-1974) purchased 240 acres on 
22-14-lE and wed Marie McRae in 1935. Sadly she 
died in 1936. In 1940 Edward married Mary Calder
wood. Their children all reside in the Stonewall area. 
They are Alvin, Bill, Jim, Beverley (Bill Watkinson), 
Joan (Dennis Schaeffer), Marilyn (Clifford Lillies). 

Howard - (1908- ) wed Lillian McFadden of the 
Lilyfield district in 1937 and resided in Winnipeg. He 
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was a career civil servant with the Provincial Govern
ment and was instrumental in the formation of the 
Land Acquisition Branch. He retired in 1972 as the 
Director of this branch. He and his wife Lillian 
retired to Victoria, B. C. in 1973. Their children all 
reside in the Vancouver area, namely Murray, Allan, 
Richard and Sandra (Friesen). 

Elbourne (1912-1980) married Norah Heidahl 
in 1935 and they had two sons, Ronald and Kenneth, 
both of which now reside in the Toronto area. 
Elbourne lived in Stonewall and drove the cream 
truck for quite some time, then he purchased a small 
farm west of Stonewall and worked for the Munic
ipality for 31 years as the patrol operator. He retired 
to St. Vital in 1975. 

I probably met one of my many relatives when on 
a holiday in 1979 at the Butchart Gardens on Van
couver Island. The last name written in the visitors 
book was Peter A. Good of Lurgin, North Ireland; of 
course we looked around trying to see a family re
semblance but that was impossible. Later on in the 
evening at an outdoor concert the Master of Cere
monies was asking the audience where they hailed 
from and welcomed them to Canada. Some had come 
from Australia, Scotland, Wales, France and others. 
He would then sing a song or do a dance from that 
particular country or ask the people from that place to 
come down to the stage and perform. One family 
spoke up and said they were from Ireland and their 
two little girls came up front and did the Irish Jig. At 
the end of the program I made my way to this family 
and introductions were exchanged. He was Peter A. 
Good, a Methodist Minister, holidaying along with 
his wife Jean (same name as my wife) and family. We 
had a very informative and interesting chat for about 
fifteen minutes. We now exchange cards and letters. 
Small world. 

It was stated in the Rockwood Echos, published 
in 1960, that a family reunion was held in 1921 at 
which time all but two of the family were present out 
of a possible 90. My estimate of the descendants of 
this early pioneer family of lohn and Jane Good 
would be over 500. 

Family Tree 
Of John and Jane Good 
their nine children and families, (spouses names in 
brackets) 
Jane Anne Good (1861-1947) 
William Robert Good 0864-1914) 
Hugh D. McEwan (1848-1929) 
wed 1881 Mary Alice Storey (1872-1943) 

James (Celine Brugnell) 
John (Maggie Little) 
Harvey (Bertha Oughton) 
Ellie (Theodore Taylor) 

wed 1889 
John (never married) 
Melville (Mary Rowland) 
Henry (Orma Good) 
Gertrude (Philip Last) 



Sarah (Donald Morrison) 
Stanley (Viola Campbell) 

Thomas Brown Good 
(1866-1935) 
Jean McQuarrie (1872-1932) 
Mary Little (1868-1943) wed 

Mary (Duncan Campbell) 
Marjorie (William Cathcart) 
Janett (Edwin Morrison) 
Margaret (Wilfred Last) 
Allan (Mabel Prime) 
Arthur (never married) 
Wesley (Irene Bevan) 
Flora (S. Gadd) 
Roy (Dorothy Lough) 
Milton McGee Good 

Edward (Mary Calderwood) 
Howard (Lillian Mcfadden) 
Elboume (Norah Heidahl) 

John Edward Good (1868-1947) 

Mary Little (l878-1943) wed 
1897 
Agnes (Cecil Campbell) 
John (Edna Vincent) 
Dolly (Jack Walker) 
Edna (Hector Vincent) 
Mrytle (Earl Campbell) 
Bertha (c. Burnside) 
Ida (Mel Campbell) 
Eva (W. Jahns) 
Esther (R. Burnside) 

(1870-1941) Henry Pettit Good (1872-1952) 
Jamesetta Mitchell (1880-1966) Jessie Currie (\ 873-1945) 
wed 1900 wed 1902 
Milton (Grace Gunn) Florence (G. Kellough) 
Victor (Violet Still) Ewart (Lillian Calderwood) 
Grace (Elmer Campbell) Norman (Clara Marcille) 
Clara (Pete Hill) Donna (McDougall) 
Oliver (Mae Schamaller) 
David Leonard Good 
(1875-1950) 
Etta Mudd (1880-1951) 
wed 1902 
Lillian (Ted Shattuck) 
Nelda (c. Allan) 
Kathleen (V. Jacobson) 
Gwen (E Peters) 

Marjorie M. Good (1878-1953) 
John Thomas Willis (1871-1948) 
wed 1899 
Maurice (Nelda Irvin) 
David (Annie Calderwood) 
Jane (0. Mollard) 
Bertha (G. Ross) 
Alice (B. Dawson) 

Isabella May Good (1880-1951) Phyllis (L. McFarlane) 
Charles Campbell (1878-1 941) Nellie (S . Drake) 
wed 1900 Mildred (A. Preston) 
Albert (Alfie Moan) Velma (C. Slater) 
Edwin (name unknown) 

John William Good 
John William Good was born in 1902 in Balmoral 

and was the only son of John Edward (Jack) and Mary 
Good. John had ten sisters. John married Elizabeth 

John William Good Family. L to R: Jack, Don, Sam, Lionel, 
Enid, Kitty, Mary Ann, Gloria, Evelyn and John Good. 
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Evelyn Vincent, daughter of Sam and Catherine 
(Bertie) Vincent of Victoria on June 26, 1929. John 
farmed the north Y4 of the homestead for over thirty 
years. 

John and Evelyn had eight children, four boys 
and four girls. There were Lionel Burke, Samuel 
Lawrence, Donald John, Katharine Emily, Enid 
Maureen, Jack Williamson, Mary Ann Margaret, 
Gloria Jean. 

Lionel Burke was born on the farm of his grand
father Jack Good Sr. at BalmoraL Lionel married 
Eleanor Mary Gray, daughter of Percy and Kate Gray 
of Stonewall. They were married on October 10, 
1953. Lionel farms at Argyle and works for the Stony 
Mountain Penitentiary. Lionel and Eleanor had six 
children. Their first born Donna Jean passed away 
when she was one day old. Wendy Ann, Larry 
Bruce, Ricky Charles, Gerald William and Allan 
Blair. Wendy married Donald Karasewich son of 
Mike and Alice Karasewich of Stonewall. They had 
two boys Brian Burke and Donald Jonathon. Wendy 
is now married to Lome Edward Novak son of Ed
ward and Evelyn Novak of Winnipeg. Wendy and 
Lome have a one year son Kyle Lome. 

Larry is married to Sherri Jane Kjear, daughter of 
Svend and Jean Kjear. 

Rick works for Northern Geophysical in Calgary, 
Alberta. Gerald and Blair are at home. 

Samuel Lawrence was born on his grandfather'S 
farm and was raised in Balmoral. He lives and farms 
on the former Roy Bristow farm at Balmoral. Sam 
married Beryl Bernice Stewart daughter of Walter 
and Ethel Stewart of Balmoral on November 3,1956. 
From this union there were ten children. Douglas 
Keith, Gary Stewart, Katharine Bernice, Kevin Blair 
(twins) Sandra Lynn, Samuel Scott, Trevor Warren 
deceased on May 12, 1978, Donna Jean, John 
William and Patti Jean. 

Donald John was born and raised in Balmoral. 
Don married Dorothy Brown of Stony Mountain 
daughter of 1. C. and Dorothy Brown. Don and 
Dorothy had five children, Rosemary Bernice, Don
ald Randall, Dorothy Diane, Jon-Ella Anne and Ele
na Evelyn, all of Calgary, Alberta. Don has lived in 
Calgary and Edmonton and worked for Northern 
Geophysical for twenty years. Don is now married to 
Sylvia Burton. 

Katharine Emily (Kitty) was born and raised in 
Balmoral. She married Glenn Allan Stewart, son of 
Walter and Ethel Stewart on October 8, 1955. Glenn 
and Kitty raised three children, Walter John, Patricia 
Eileen and Raymond Lloyd. They live on the former 
Ed Miller farm at Argyle. 

Walter is married to Donna Jean Last daughter of 



Elbourne and Jean Last of Argyle and now resides in 
Stonewall. 

Enid Maureen was born on the home farm at 
Balmoral. Enid married Reginald Allan Coburn of 
Stony Mountain, son of Orville and Elenore Coburn 
on June 26, 1954. They have four children, Kelly 
Dean, Ryan Todd, Shannon Elenore and Shauna 
Maureen. Reg and Enid live at Stony Mountain. 
Their oldest son Kelly works for Northern in Cal
gary. 

Jack Williamson was born and raised at Bal
moral. He joined the Navy in 1955 and moved to 
Victoria, B.C. Jack married Patricia Leah Griffin, 
daughter of Mike and Clara Zabrick of Victoria on 
April 2, 1959. From this union were five children, 
Jacqueline Colleen, David Jeffery, Tracey Lynn, 
Leah Marie, and Judith Michelle. Jacqueline lives in 
Victoria B. C. and is a hairdresser. Jack retired from 
the Armed Forces in June, 1980. He and Pat moved 
with their family to Stonewall at that time. 

Mary Ann Margaret was also born and raised in 
Balmoral. She married Ronald Roche, son of Roy 
and Gladys Roche of Dickens PO on October 15, 
1960. Ron and Mary Ann had one daughter Brenda 
Maureen. Mary Ann is now married to Ron Pull and 
resides in Stonewall. 
. Gloria Jean, born and raised in Balmoral moved 
to Winnipeg after she married James Frederick Ack
land, son of Allan and Pearl Ackland of Winnipeg. 
From this union were four children, Shelley Wynn, 
Karen Sue, Debbie Jean and James Daniel. They 
reside in Winnipeg. Karen is married to Russel 
McMillan and has one son James· Wesley. 

John and Evelyn moved to Stonewall from the 
farm (now owned by Jeff and Doug Latta) in 1958. 
Evelyn passed away on January 5, 1980. 

John Good 
submitted by Ewart Good 

Our grandfather John Good was born on April 5, 
1830, in Marlboro, Ont., his parents emigrated from 
the County of Tipperary Ireland. 

He married our grandmother Jane Ardle in Ne
peon, County of Carlton, on November 29th, 1860. 

From this union were born six sons and three 
daughters, all were born in Ontario, except the 
youngest daughter Isabella May who was born in 
Manitoba. 

The family arrived on the east bank of the Red 
River on March 29th, 1879 and was ferried across on 
the ice of the river with a team and hayrack. 

Grandfather had exactly $34.00 in his pocket. 
The following day he followed the old cart trail from 
Fort Garry to Stony Mountain, then branching on to 

. the Shoal Lake road, that ran through township 13-2E 
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"the township of Rockwood", where five of his 
brothers had obtained homesteads. Ed, his brother 
had built a log huse on the southeast quarter of 
23-13-lE, better known in later years as the Lewis 
place, here they stayed till the following spring, 
when they moved to his own homestead on the NW 
18-14-2E and it was here the family grew up. 

My father Henry Pettit Good married my mother 
Jessie Christen a Currie on October 8th, 1902. From 
this union two daughters and two sons were born. 

Florence Viola born June 23rd, 1904, she mar
ried George Dickerson Kellough, on June 22nd, 
1927. They had one daughter Norma Irene born July 
1st, 1928, and a son Grant Spencer born January 13th, 
1939. 

Florence passed away May 27th, 1972; her hus
band George Kellough died the following Jan. 1973. 

I, Ewart Henry Good, born May 2nd, 1906 on 
Nov. 4th, 1939 married Lillian Rae Calderwood. We 
had twin boys born Sept. 13th, 1942. 

Bryan married Yvonne Riley Sept. 25, 1971 "no 
family". Bryan's twin brother George Henry passed 
away October 19th, 1943. 

Norman married Clara Marcil, on Jan. 4th, 1941. 
They had two sons, Barry Edward Good, born March 
1st, 1942. Ross Alexander was born February 3rd, 
1945, "a bachelor" . Norman passed away June 18th, 
1964. 

Donna Hazel Good married Glen McDougall; 
they had one daughter and two sons. 

My father Henry Good acquired the original 
homestead, and farmed it till the spring of 1913, 
when he disposed of it and bought the SE !4 
17-14-2E, which is still in the family name, and being 
farmed by Bryan, a fourth generation of the family. 

Milton Good 
submitted by Milton Good Sr. 

Milton McGee Good born September 5, 1870 
arrived in Manitoba on March 29, 1879, a son of the 
late John and Jane Good who settled on the NW 
18-14-2E and here he spent his young boyhood and in 
1894 purchased the SE 32-14-2E where he farmed 
until his death. He married Jessie Jamesetta Mitchell 
April 17 ,1900. She was born in the neighborhood of 
Balmoral on SE 5-15-2E, October 8,1880 the daugh
ter of James and Grace Mitchell. They raised a family 
of 3 sons and 2 daughters; Milton, Victor, Grace, 
Clara and Oliver. The family were all raised on the 
farm which is still in the family, being now operated 
by a grandson Milton the third. Mr. Good died Janu
ary 1,1941 and Mrs. Good September 24, 1966. They 
left a family of 12 grandchildren to carryon the 
name. 



The James Grahame Family 
submitted by Muriel Vincent, Stonewall 

James Grahame, who was born in 1838, at 
Vaughan Township Canada West, came to Manitoba 
in 1873 and worked as a surveyor. In 1878, he mar
ried, his second marriage, Harriet Thomas, daughter 
of Thomas Thomas of St. Paul's Parish, Mid
dlechurch. The officiating clergyman was Rev. S. P. 
Matheson later Archbishop of Rupertsland. 

They first settled on SW YJ 22-14-2E in the Vic
toria district. They built a large house which they 
named "Corey Water House" on NE Y4 21-14-2E, 
and moved there in 1886. 

As the districts became established settlements, 
Post Offices were set up and Victoria was opened in 
August, 1878 with the mail being carried from Rock
wood Post Office situated at the home of Mr. John 
Robinson, about 1 Y4 miles north of the present Stony 
Mountain. 

Mr. Grahame was appointed Postmaster at Vic
toria in April, 1879 and continued until his death in 
1888. This Post Office became known as Wavy Bank. 

Mr. Grahame took an active part in district affairs 
and was a member of the Anglican Church, "All 
Saints", which he helped to found and build. 

His widow remained with her children on the 
farm until she moved to Stonewall with her eldest 
daughter Susannah, and where she died in 1934. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Grahame are buried in the 
Church cemetery at All Saints. 

There was a family of one son and three daughters 
and three sons died in infancy. 

The only son, John E. born in 1880 married 
Elizabeth Brown, an English girl who came to the 
district after the First World War. John moved to 
Stonewall in about 1925 and remained there all his 
life. His wife died in 1935 and he in 1957. Their two 
sons Howard and Lloyd were educated in the Stone
wall schools. Howard went missing in 1945 on active 
service with the R.C.A.F. Lloyd lives in Winnipeg 
and is production manager at the Rockwood Pro
pellant Plant. 

Susannah H. the eldest daughter was married to 
Mr. Erland E. Vincent a son of James Vincent, an
other pioneer member of the Red River settlement 
who settled in retirement from active H. B. C. service 
near his brothers in the Victoria district. Mr. Erland 
Vincent was born, brought up and schooled in On
tario. At writing Mrs. Vincent is still alive and al
though confined to a wheel chair keeps well and is 
mentally alert. She lives in the old family residence 
with her daughters, Edith E. and Muriel 1. Vincent. 

A daughter Jane Barbara died in her early twen
ties. 

The third daughter, Ethel Maude, married G. 
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Milton Sinclair, son of Robert B."Sinclair, a pioneer 
blacksmith of Stony Mountain and a later settler in 
Greenwood district. Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair lived all 
their lives in Stonewall, where he was a mechanic. 
They raised a family of seven; Mary McAndrew, 
Mrs. Jock Grahame, Hazel Boland (Mrs. Harold) 
and Gordon, (twins), Joyce Lillies (Mrs. Leslie), 
Helen Campbell (Mrs. Jack M.) and E. Roy. 

The Leo Grandmont Family 

Mary and Leo Grandmont. 

Leo Grandmont became a resident of the Argyle 
district in 1936 when his father, George homesteaded 
northwest of Argyle. In 1940 Leo moved to the vil
lage and in June, 1945 married Mary Siska, also a 
resident of Argyle. Together they operated Leo's 
Repair Shop (today known as Leo's Sales & Service 
Ltd.) until June, 1979 when Leo passed away. Mary 
resides in the family home in Argyle. 

They had three sons and three daughters, Diane, 
George, Gerald, Janet, Cathy and Philip. 

Diane married Bruce Rennie from Halifax, N.S. 
in 1966 and have a daughter Tracy, they reside in 
Argyle. 

George married Gayle Thomson from Stonewall 
in 1971 and have 2 sons, Ryan and Patrick, they reside 
in Argyle. 

Gerald married Lori-Jean Howard from Stone
wall in 1975 and have a daughter Jena, they reside in 
Argyle. 

Janet married Bill Kennedy from Winnipeg in 
1977 and have a son Christian, they reside in Win
nipeg. 

Cathy moved to British Columbia in 1980 and 
resides in Bowser. 



Philip resides in Argyle. 
George, Gerald and Philip operate Leo's Sales & 

Service Ltd., in Argyle. 

The Grotike Family 
by Ted Ward 

William Grotike was born in Germany in 1863. 
When he was about eighteen years old, he and his 
brother emigrated to the United States and settled in 
Gladbrook, Iowa. Here he married Whilemina 
Sonkens, who was also an emigrant from Germany. 
He started a dairy business, delivering milk daily to 
the people of Gladbrook. 

In 1902, Mr. and Mrs. Grotike and their seven 
children, along with several other German families 
of the area, left Gladbrook to rent and farm land 
around Suthwyn, Manitoba, now the location of 
Transcona. Once again, the Grotikes were in the 
dairy business. After they bought a farm near Prairie 
Grove in 1909, they milked eighty cows by hand and 
hauled the milk to Winnipeg dairy to sell to the 
C.P.R. Company. 

In 1949, Mr. Grotike sold his Prairie Grove farm 
to the Grey Nuns of St. Boniface and moved to the 
SW V4 of 27-13-lE, two and one half miles west of 
Stonewall on the old Warren Road. Although he was 
farming a section of land and had, of necessity, a 
large number of Clydesdale horses which took prizes 
at the Rockwood Agricultural Fair, dairying was his 
chief interest. He built a large dairy barn complete 
with milking machines, and the best cow-cooler then 
available. The milk was hauled to Stonewall and 
shipped to Winnipeg on the Winnipeg Electric 
freight car. 

Mr. and Mrs. Grotike had twelve children, nine 
of whom lived to maturity. Lily, the eldest, married 
James Black and they moved to Pennsylvania. Louise 
(Mrs. Charles Hair) lived for a short time near Bal
moral and then moved to the Transcona area. Car
oline became Mrs. James Ward, settled first in 
Toronto and then in 1925 moved to a farm near 
Stonewall. Freida married Archibald Stanbridge. 
They farmed first in Grassmere and later in the 
Grosse Isle areas. Bertha, Elsie, Fred, Wilfred and 
Rose lived at home with their parents. 

In 1930, Wilfred bought the Stonewall milk truck 
franchise from H. Henteleff and later purchased the 
route around Warren and Woodlands. These he oper
ated until 1941. 

Fred took over the farm when his father retired. 
During the war, he turned it over to Wilfred and went 
to Hamilton to work in a factory producing war 
materials. Later, he returned to the farm. 

Mr. Grotike passed away in 1954 at the age of 91. 
The family continued to farm until the spring of 1969 
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when they moved to Kelowna, B.C. However, 
Bertha, Elsie, Wilfred and Rose moved back to the 
town of Stonewall in the fall of 1970. Bertha passed 
away in 1975 and Wilfred in 1980. Fred is still in 
Kelowna, and Elsie and Rose live in Stonewall. 

The Ward Family History 
James Ward was born in County Antrim, Ireland 

in 1886, learned his trade as a motor mechanic in 
Belfast and then emigrated to Canada in 1907. He 
worked in Toronto for several years and then he 
moved on to Manitoba, where he met and married 
Caroline Grotike in 1913. They settled in Toronto 
where he became the foreman of Deer Park Garage. 
However, the carbon monoxide fumes had such a 
debilitating effect on his health that his doctor ad
vised him to go farming. They and their three 
daugthers moved west to Manitoba, buying the NE Y4 
of 28-13-lE, three miles west of Stonewall on the old 
Warren Road. 

They worked hard during those first years on the 
farm, clearing and breaking up more land, and milk
ing cows to provide a regular income. Their place 
became the site for the annual Anglican Sunday 
School picnic in the early 30's. Mr. Ward was always 
interested in local issues and served as trustee on the 
Grassmere School Board for many years. He died in 
1971. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ward raised a family of six. Elsie, 
the eldest, graduated from the General Hospital 
School of Nursing in 1938. She passed away in 1942. 
Margaret (Peggy) helped at home after graduating 
from Stonewall Collegiate and married Tom 
Sheldon. Helen became a school teacher, served in 
the W.R.C.N.S. during the war, and then married 
Tom Croy. Bill joined the army after high school, and 
on being discharged, took his degree in Engineering 
at the University of Manitoba. He married Betty 
Blair of Rosser. John finished high school and then 
worked on the farm until his death in 1952. Ted also 
graduated from Stonewall Collegiate and in 1952 
started working for his father. He married Donna 
Appleyard, and later they bought the home farm 
where they still reside. 

Ted and Donna Ward 
Ted Ward, (youngest son of James and Caroline) 

married Donna Appleyard, (youngest daughter of 
Herb and Reva) in 1954. Most of their married life 
has been spent on the farm NE 28-13-1E. Ted pur
chased the farm beloning to his parents, in 1960. Up 
until 1980 the Wards were involved in dairy farming 
as well as grain. They built a new home in 1976. 

The Wards have four children. Greg, the eldest, 
resides in Winnipeg where he is a Technician for the 



Ted and Donna Ward. L to R: Greg, Dean, Ted, Donna, Tim, 
Kim. 

Department of Education. Dean, the second son, is a 
licensed mechanic and works at the bus garage for 
the Interlake School Division. Dean is married to 
Terry Mitchell and they have a young son, 
Johnathan. Their third son, Tim, is a purchasing 
agent for Scotchman Industries. He is married to Lyn 
Ecker and they have a daughter, Brenda. Both boys 
and their families reside on the home farm. Kim, is 
the youngest, and only daughter of Ted and Donna. 
At present she is in residence at the School of Psychi
atric Nursing in Selkirk at the Mental Health Centre 
there. 

The family have all been involved in many com
munity activities over the years. The children in 4H, 
Cubs and Scouts, Sunday School etc. Ted has served 
on the Interlake School Board for some twelve years 
and is also a Regional Director and Director-at-Large 
for the Manitoba Association of School Trustees. He 
was also on the Board of Directors of the Credit 
Union, the Agricultural Society and served on the 
vestry of the Church of the Ascension. He is a mem
ber of the Odd Fellows Lodge. Donna serves on the 
Agricultural Society and has taught Sunday School 
and served on the vestry for the Church of the Ascen
sion. Donna's hobby is writing poetry. She also 
works part-time at the Stonewall Pharmacy. 

William Henry and Elizabeth Guest 
by Mrs. Lila Elliot 

In 1881, William Henry Guest came to Stonewall 
from Big Bay Point, lnnisville, Ontario. He pur
chased lots just east of the school and half of Ander
son's present house was the original Guest home. 
The house was purchased from Mr. Guest by Robert 
Anderson in 1910 and has been in the Anderson 
family ever since. 

After obtaining property and a home, he returned 
to Ontario to bring his young bride Elizabeth Night-
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Grandfather and Grandmother Guest, 1882. 

engale to Stonewall in 1882. Being only eighteen 
years of age, Elizabeth found it quite difficult to 
adjust to frequent visits from neighboring Indians. 
Often she would find them looking curiously into her 
kitchen window. They came often for tea and bread 
and despite their friendliness, young Mrs. Guest 
could not get used to them for quite a while. 

Mr. Guest worked as a stonemason in John 
Gunn's quarry, and worked on several buildings in 
Stonewall. He also worked as Mr. Gunn's foreman on 
the construction of the Maryland Street Bridge in 
Winnipeg. 

Mr. Guest loved farming and purchased a farm 
2V2 miles east of Stonewall. 

William and Elizabeth had a family of seven 
daughters and two sons. They are Mabel (Mrs. R. 
Mcall), Gertie (Mrs. E. Andrews), Maggie (Mrs. G. 
Crookshanks), Eva (Mrs. A. Riley), Lula (Mrs. D. 
Murray), Nell (Mrs. S. Murrell), Lila (Mrs. W. 
Elliot), Oliver Guest and Gordon Guest. 

Mr. and Mrs. Guest were active church members, 
and Mr. Guest was one of the first Stewards of the 
Methodist Church. 

One daughter, Mrs. Lila Elliot, still resides in 
Stonewall, and two grandsons, Mr. Wm. O. Guest 
(Bill) and Mr. W. H. Elliott (Harry) farm in the 
Stonewall area. 



Wm. Guest Family, 1915. Back Row, left to right: Nellie Murrell, Oliver Guest, Eva Riley, Gertrude Andrews, Gordon Guest. Front 
Row, left to right: Lila Elliot, Mother Mrs. Elizabeth Guest, Maggie Crookshanks, Mr. Wm. Guest, Lula Murray, Mabel McCall. 
Picture taken before Oliver the eldest son left to join the army at 17 years. 

William and Lila Elliot 
by Mrs. Lila Elliot 

Wm. Elliot. 

Mr. Elliot was born in Northumberland, England 
in 1888. With hopes of homesteading, he came to 
Canada at the age of twenty-one with no more than 
seventy-five dollars in his pocket. Unable to find a 
suitable location, he worked on the railroad in Sas
katchewan. He then went west to Kamloops, British 
Columbia where he was hired as a carpenter. He also 
went into business hauling freight with a team. In 
April of 1915, he joined the army and went to En
gland with the 48th Battalion. He went on to France 
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and was a Sargeant of the Mounted Section of the 
Canadian Engineers. 

After being discharged in 1919, he came to Man
itoba to survey school lands. Finding Manitoba at
tractive, he worked on the Robert Oughton farm 
from 1919-1921. He then rented a farm one mile east 
of Stonewall and in 1923, he purchased that farm. 
Equipped with four cows and a milk can, he went 
into the dairy business. In 1927 he married Lila Guest 
(born in Stonewall, 1898). 

From 1924 to 1940, Mr. Elliot served as secretary 
and vice-president of the Winnipeg District Milk 
Producers' Association. He was retained as full time 
secretary until his retirement in 1961. At the same 
time he had continued to farm until he moved into 
Stonewall in 1959. 

Over the years, Mr. Elliot has remained active in 
various community affairs. He has been on and 
served as president on the Board of the Rockwood 
Agricultural Society. In the Stonewall United Church 
he has been Sunday school teacher, steward, and a 
member of the financial committee. 

In addition, Mr. Elliot is a founding member of 
the Stonewall Legion. As well as an active bowler 
and curler, he has also been president of the Stone
wall Senior Citizens. 



Lila and Bill raised four children. They have 
three daughters: Jean Kitching of Carman, Mary 
Rance of Sperling, and Margaret Bond of Grosse 
Isle. They have one son, William Henry (Harry) 
Elliot who is operating a dairy farm on the same land 
his father purchased in 1923. Harry and his wife 
Bonnie (nee Sutherland) have expanded the opera
tion considerably. They have four children: Lee, 
Debbie, Bob, and Brian. They are only four of Mr. 
and Mrs. Elliot's fourteen grandchildren. They also 
have one great grandchild. 

The Harcus Family 
John and Betsy 

John and Betsy (nee Renolds) came from the Isle 
of Westry, in the Orkenup, in the year 1881. They 
came via Quebec, St. Paul and Winnipeg. John 
worked on the Feild farm in Lilyfield district for a 
few years and then worked on the Calhoun and A. S. 
Matheson farms, until he purchased the NW Y4 
7 -13-2E in 1887. He bought the land from a Mr. Good 
for $650.00. 

John and Betsy's children were William and 
Thomas. Legend has it that they broke the first land 
with a one horse plow and an ox named Old Blue. 

John died in 1891 at the age of forty. His sons Bill 
and Tom, although not very old, continued to farm. 
Betsy was remarried a few years later to John Phipps. 
This family consisted of Matthew and Jean, (Mrs. R. 
A. Stewart). 
Tom and Gertrude Mary 

Tom and Gertrude Mary were married in 1906. 
They rented a house on the Gross Farm until they 
built their own home on SW 14 18-13-2E presently 
owned by their son, Tom. 

They operated a mixed farm. Raised three chil
dren, Jessie, John and Tom. After a long happy life 
Tom Sr. passed away in 1961 at the age of 79. 
Gertrude Mary died in 1977 at the age of 93. 

Their daughter Jessie married Jim Stan bridge and 
moved to Winnipeg where Jim worked with the Man
itoba Telephone System. They had two children, Jim 
and Marilyn. Jim Jr. had the misfortune of being 
killed in an airplane accident near the Coppermine 
River shortly after he had received his degree in 
geology. Marilyn married Balder Einerson and pres
ently live in Winnipeg with their son, Douglas, and 
daughter, Donna. 
John and Ivy Marcus 

John bought the NE 14 of 11-13-lE in 1934. He 
married Ivy Pulfer in 1937. They had two sons, Bob 
and Rick. John was councillor for the R.M. of Rock
wood for fifteen years. He served on the hospital 
board for twenty-five years. He and his two sons now 
operate a modem hog enterprise. John and Ivy built a 
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new home on the farm in 1974. Ivy is well known as a 
seamstress and a gardener. 
Bob and Jean 

Bob married Jean Havard in 1968. They built a 
new home on the farm and are presently busy raising 
three boys, Bill, Hugh and Wes. Jean is president of 
the Cub and Scouts Parents Association while Bob 
has been active in the Manitoba Hog Producers Asso
ciation. 

Rick and Lorraine 
Rick married Lorraine Allricht, in 1974 and 

moved into his father's home. They have two chil
dren, Brian and Christine. Rick is an enthusiastic 
member of the Stonewall and Rockwood Fire and 
Ambulance Department. He and his brother Bob 
operate the family hog farm. 

Tom and Vivian 
Tom and Vivian, nee LilIies, were married in 

1941. Tom has developed a successful dairy opera
tion over the years. He is now assisted by his young
est son, David. Vivian has long been noted for her 
hospitality. She is now working in David's book store 
in StonewalL Their children are John, Jane, Tom and 
David. 

Their eldest son, John, married Trudi Crockatt. 
He has obtained his Ph.D. in Ornithology and pres
ently lives in Toronto. They have two children, 
Shaun and Tara. 

Jane has obtained her Bachelor of Education and 
married David Turner. They live in Winnipeg with 
their three children, Theresa, Jonathan and Eliz
abeth. 

Tom married Janet McQueen. They have three 
daughters, Kelly, Lisa and Margo. 

David and Shirley, nee McMahon, were married 
in 1974. David obtained his Honors Degree in En
vironmental Studies. They farm with Tom and Vivo 
David also owns a book store in StonewalL Shirley is 
a hairdresser and has her own shop in Stonewall. 
Their children are Ryan and Leah. 

Bill and Frances Marcus 
Bill came from the Orkneys with his parents 

when he was seven years old. He and his brother, 
Tom, operated the farm after his father died. He 
married Frances Rigall and had four children, Jean, 
Bill, Grace and Margaret. Frances died in 1943 after 
being an invalid for a number of years. Bill died 
February 1,1963 at the age of 88. He had been active 
in the United Church for many years and served some 
time as an elder. 

The eldest daughter, Jean, became a teacher, mar
ried Bill McKee and lived in Courtenay, B.C. She 
died in 1955. 

Grace married Henry Jackson in 1940. They lived 



in Stonewall and raised two daughters Bonnie and 
Lynn. 

Margaret, the youngest daughter, became a nurse 
and married Al Leveridge. They made their home on 
a farm near Emo, Ontario. They have three children, 
Jim, Linda and Margaret Ann. 
Bill and Ellen Harcus 

Bill and Ellen, nee Effler, were married in 1937. 
They farmed the "home place" with Bill Sr. until 
Bill's death on February 15, 1963. They bought the 
first combine and tractor that existed on the farm. 
Bev and Frances were the children of Bill and Ellen. 

Frances lives in Winnipeg and Bev and her fam
ily are now living on the farm. Ellen died in 1967 
after a brief illness. 
Ed and Bev (Harcus) Jasperson 

Ed and Bev were married in 1961. They moved to 
the farm in 1963 after Bev's father passed away. 
Besides farming, Ed is a mechanic and has an auto
motive rebuilder shop in Stonewall. Bev is presently 
the Director of Nursing at the Stonewall and District 
Health Care Centre. Their three children, Kris, 
Heather and Bruce are attending schools in Stone
wall. 

If Betsy and John could see tractors with cabs, 
combines, snowmobiles and motor bikes traversing 
their farm now, what would they think? 

Haddow 
submitted by Lloyd Taplin 

John Haddow moved from Scotland where he had 
been a member of the police force. He and Mrs. 
Haddow lived in Grassmere for a number of years (on 
the farm presently owned by Ted Ward) before mov
ing in the 1890's to Grosse Isle and later to Rosser 
where John served as both councillor and reeve. Mrs. 
Haddow gave the first recorded report of the 
Grassmere Ladies' Aid, proof that she was active in 
this phase of church work. Mrs. Haddow was a sister 
of Mrs. Alfred Taplin. 

John Dease Harrower 
submitted by Mrs. J. C. Slater 

Mr. Harrower was born in Superior, Michigan on 
March 17th, 1861. In 1871, he came to Canada with 
his parents to the Red River settlement of Kildonan. 
He worked in the west for years finally coming to 
Brant in 1888. He settled on the farm NW 23-14-1E 
where he farmed for fifty years. 

He married Miss Victoria Anne Polson August 
15th, 1894. 

During their farming career they lost most of their 
farm buildings by fire. All that was saved, was one 
horse and a brood sow. With the help of neighbors, 
buildings were erected by holding "bees" . 
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They had two sons the eldest James Donald, a 
retired bank manager now living in British Colum
bia. The second son Alex John served overseas in the 
first World War. On his return he moved to U. S. A. to 
work with Chrysler Corporation in Detroit. 

Mrs. Harrower passed away December 21, 1901. 
Mr. Harrower became a noted feeder of beef 

cattle. In the spring he would ship car lots of steers to 
the Stock yards. These steers brought top prices. 

In later years, Mr. Harrower's neighbors checked 
on him each day to make sure he was in good health. 

J. D. Harrower, 1940. 

After fifty years of farming in the district, he 
retired to Stonewall where he enjoyed four years of 
relaxation. 

He passed away in 1941 and was buried in North 
Victoria Cemetery. The service was conducted by 
Rev. Cox, Archdeacon Anderson and Rev. Mac
Sween. 

Members of his family were two brothers -
William and Andrew, Shoal Lake, Manitoba; four 
sisters: Mrs. P. R. Lamb, Watrous, Saskatchewan; 
Mrs. R. Craik, Winnipeg, Manitoba; Mrs. Alex 
Menzies, Peace River, Alberta; Mrs. D. 1. Mac
Donald, Winnipeg. 

Mr. Harrower was a fine gentlemen, a good 
neighbor and highly respected citizen. 

Excerpts From The Diary of Joseph 
Carruthers - 1852 
(Father of Mary Hartle) 

August 16 - Very wet morning - and a fair 
wind, sailing fast. All are well. Mary and the Captain 
are very friendly, she can keep any of them going 
with talk. (Mary, age 4) daughter. 

August 20 After a very rough night with the 
seas coming over the ship, and the buckets floating 



about the deck, we had a pleasant day. Sailing nicely 
now fish seen. 

August 22 A very rough night and the forepart 
of the day. Heavy seas coming over the ship and 
tossed us about so it broke all our pots and knocked 
all things about the ship at a dreadful rate. But in the 
afternoon it got nice again. 

August 25 Very rough, the wind still ahead-
the ship is lying over nearly on her broadside. We are 
all in good health. 

August 31 We had the wildest night since we 
came to sea. A contrary wind and kept getting worse. 
I was up on deck all night. I could not sleep. 

September 2 A fine day, mild breeze, going 
slowly. We had a nice tatey-pot for dinner. But our 
taties are nearly all gone. 

September 10 After a wild night with thunder 
and lightning, it is calm again and we are on the 
banks. Two of our sails have been split to pieces. We 
got pounded twice. 

September 25 A nice morning - moving very 
slowly still in the company of the other vessels. 
This is our 7th Sunday at sea. 

September 30 We landed at Ogdenburg, then 
we got on board another packet and went to 
Lewiston. 

And so began Mary Hartle's (nee Carruthers) 

journey from England to Parkhill, Ontario where she 
married Eathan Hartle. 
The Hartle Family 

Eathan Allan Hartle, his wife Mary (nee Car
ruthers) and their children came from Parkhill, 
Ontario in the 1880's to the Rockwood Municipality. 
They lived south-east of Stonewall for awhile, then 
moved north-west of town where they bought the 
south-east quarter of Section 14-14-1E in 1884. They 
had 9 children - Sarah, Joseph, Caroline, Ethan, 
Polly, Minnie, Harry, Charles, and Thomas, the 
youngest two were born on the farm north west of 
town. 

Beatrice Hartle. 

The Hartle Family. Back Row: Lizzie (Harry's wife), Ethel (Eathan's wife), Bob Armstrong (Grandson), Charles (son), Tom Armstrong 
(son-in-law). Middle Row: Harry (son), Eathan (son), Mary and Eathan Hartle, Sarah (daughter). Front Row: Sadie (granddaugh
ter), Tom (son), Bertha (granddaughter). 
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Charles took over the farm in 1923. He married 
Beatrice Eales from Birmingham, England. they had 
3 children Elsie (born in Winnipeg), Sylvia and 
Edwin (both born on the farm). 

Elsie married Joseph Boyle who was already 
farming in the Stonewall area. They had three chil
dren - Francis (deceased), Joanne and Ronald. 
Joanne married Larry O'Dell. They have 2 children 

Stephen and Ernest. They live in the Stonewall 
area. 

Sylvia married Alex Ritchie. They farmed in the 
Argyle area and later moved to Stonewall where Alex 
passed away in 1977. Sylvia later married Arthur 
Procure. They live in Stonewall. 

Edwin and Inez Hartle. 

Edwin took over the farm when his father passed 
away in 1949. He married Inez Paulsen. They have 
four children - Eileen and Kathy (twins), Allison 
and Valerie. Eileen married John Brennan. They live 
in the Balmoral district. Edwin and Inez still live on 
the original farm. 

Beatrice Hartle passed away in 1981. 

The Hawkins Family of Balmoral 
1876-1952 
submitted by Ted Hawkins 
Fall of 1903 

Mr. Horace Bloxhove Hawkins arrived in Bal
moral from Faversham, Kent, England to work on the 
farm of Mr. Hagen on the farm known as the Jimmy 
Ashdown farm on the NE Y4 of section 1-15-lE. In 
1906 he returned to England and in 1907 came back 
to Canada with his bride, Bessie Burney. They pur
chased the farm situated on the NW Y4 of 5-15-2E. 
They farmed until the spring of 1923, leaving for the 
city of Winnipeg where Horace worked at the City 
Dairies for twenty three years. The children were: 
Bryan, Dora, Kathleen, Esme and Horace Ronald. 
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1870-1954 
Percy Thomas and Ada Caroline Hawkins 

Came from Favershore, Kent, England in April, 
1904, to reside and work on the Hagen farm. Percy 
and Horace took over the farm in 1905. Percy later 
purchasing the McQuary farm east of Balmoral on 
the SW Y4 of 8-15-2E. There were 4 children; Leslie, 
(born in England in 1902), Percival (Ted), 1906, 
Sydney 1909, and Gladys 1912. Percy and Ada left 
the farm in August 1948 to reside in Victoria, B.C. 
Ted and Mavis Hawkins 

Percival Edmund (Ted) married Frances (Mavis) 
Margaret Henry in June 1938. They carried on with 
the home farm, the SW Y4 of 8-15-2E. During his 
time Ted took an active part in community affairs. He 
was chairman of the popular Balmoral Social Club 
for eight years, also 1931 to 1939, also chairman of 
the Balmoral Greenwood Percheron Horse Club 
1934-1942, and served on the Balmoral Cons. School 
Board for 10 years 1939 to 1949, also the Dr. Evelyn 
Memorial Hospital, Stonewall for 10 years 1951 to 
1961. They had two children, Tom born May 1939 
and died January, 1962, Margaret Alys born Decem
ber 1943. In 1969 Margaret married Mr. Gary De
veraus of Casper, Wyoming U.S.A. 

The Heidahl Story 
submitted by Grace Willox 

Mr. and Mrs. Nels Heidahl, who had home
steaded in Saskatchewan, bought their first farm in 
the municipality of Rockwood in postwar 1919. They 
chose this district for its lovely stone schools and 
other local stone buildings. This half section farm 
was situated one mile east of Stonewall, bounded on 
the south side by the Canadian Pacific Railway and 
on the north by the Winnipeg Electric rail line, be
tween Storey and Dawson stations. This gave them 
plenty of transportation. 

They came with four children and added two 
more in Rockwood. Then, as now, the high interest 
rates, loss of farm income and falling land prices 
forced them off that farm in 1924. Later they bought a 
farm one half mile west of Stonewall where their 
children all grew up. 

The family enterprise was breeding Registered 
Holstein cattle, with many of them being sold for 
export to Europe, South America and Mexico. 

Mr. Heidahl was a promoter of the Boys' and 
Girls' Dairy Calf Club of Rockwood, a member of 
the school board and a charter member of the Stone
wall Pool Elevator. Up until the time of his death in 
1943, he and his wife, Signe, enjoyed membership in 
the local bridge club. Two of their daughters, Evelyn 
Chalmers of Toronto, and Pat Baxter now of Win
nipeg, left the area in their youth. The other four 



children married Rockwood residents - Ruth and 
Ed Oakford, Alf and Mae Heidahl, Norah and 
Elboume Good have retired after farming for a num
ber of years. Grace and George Willox are actively 
for a number of years. Grace and George Willox are 
actively farming the land at Argyle, formerly owned 
by his parents George and Jane, who came to Argyle 
from Morris, Manitoba in 1934. George and Grace 
with son, Don, operated a dairy business for many 
years and now have beef cattle. 

James Henderson 
submitted by John Henderson 

James Henderson, born in Edinburgh, Scotland 
in 1884, immigrated to Winnipeg in 1903. He worked 
for the Winnipeg Fire Department until 1910, during 
which time he also excelled as an amateur athlete in 
wrestling, tossing the shot-put and fifty-six pound 
weight, and as a member of the Highland Society of 
Winnipeg Tug-of-War Team, that won a world record 
pull on turf in 1909. 

In 1910 James commenced farming in the Brant
Argyle district on the farm currently owned by John 
Ritchie. He married Henrietta Sophia Last daughter 
of the late Henry Last in 1911. They subsequently 
acquired the farm which in more recent years was 
owned by Glaud Lindsay. In 1920 they bought and 
moved to the James Douglas farm at Argyle currently 
farmed by Ray Crawford, and lived there until James' 
death in 1952. Sophia moved into the Argyle village 
that same year where she lived until her death in 
1970. 

James and Sophia had three children, one daugh
ter, Mary, and two sons, John and Andrew, all of 
whom presently reside in the Argyle district. 

James and Sophia Henderson's Wedding, December 25th, 
1911. 

Mary Henderson married Edward 1. Lawrence of 
the Brant-Argyle district in 1934 where they farmed 
for many years. They raised two children; one daugh
ter, Audrey and one son, Edward. 

Audrey married Lloyd Taplin of Argyle and 
raised a son Kenneth, who married Jacquelynn New
ton of Stony Mountain and they now live in Stone
wall, and a daughter, Faye, who resides with her 
parents. Edward married Marilyn Memett of Argyle. 
They now live in Portage la Prairie, and have three 
children, a son, Scott and two daughters, Patricia and 
Lana. 

James Henderson with the three horses, and his brother Andrew with the four oxen, plowing on the farm. S.w. 22-14-1E, 1910. 

235 



John (Jock) Henderson married Joan Saundry of 
Stonewall in 1944 and they raised two children, a 
son, James, and a daughter, Nancy. James married 
Elizabeth Larson of Teulon. They raised two daugh
ters, Keri and Pamela and now reside in Winnipeg. 
Nancy married David Deere of Calgary, where they 
now reside. 

Andrew Henderson married Constance Knowles 
of Sussex, England in 1944, and they raised a daugh
ter, Shirley and a son, Wayne. Shirley married Jack 
Codd of Winnipeg, where they currently live, and 
they have a son, Donald and a daughter, Heather. 
Wayne married Barbara Fitkowsky of Stonewall, 
where they currently live and have two daughters, 
Jennifer and Adrienne. 

Brief Biography of the Heale Family 
by R. A. Quickfall 

As time goes by, we look back over the years and 
think of the families of the early settlers and the 
wonderful contribution many of these early families 
have made to our great municipality of Rockwood. 

Singling out these great contributions, I would 
like to pay tribute to the family of Faithful Heale, a 
very early settler in the old Windsor district. There 
were five boys and two girls. The boys, John, Walter, 
William, James and Frank - the girls, Marie (Mrs. 
Archie Fines) and Emma (Mrs. John Fines). 

The homestead of Mr. Heale was bushy and 
stony. Many of the early settlers preferred that type of 
land. The general feeling was that, unless land pro
duced good bush and had stone to incubate the crop, 
it was not good agricultural land. 

The Heale family grew up with their shoulders to 
the wheel. Always lots of work to do. The elder Mr. 
Heale was active in community life. He was one of 
the first trustees of the newly-formed school district 
of Windsor in 1878. He was also instrumental in the 
organization of the Windsor Church. He played an 
important part in the building of the church in 1895; 
and in the general church life in the years that fol
lowed. 

The boys were leaders in sport; Walter and Billy 
being outstanding football (soccer) players. Windsor 
had one of the best teams in the North Country. Every 
district had its own football team. The different 
teams were: East Dundas, Windsor, Victoria, Bruce, 
Balmoral, and in later years, Gunton and Teulon. 
Billy Heale was the captain for Windsor. Billy and 
Walter were sharp shooters and in the same class of 
players as the Shipley boys of Victoria and Mitchell 
and Sheldon of Stonewall. In later years, Jim Heale 
was a terrific centre half-back. 

As the years passed, John and Billy Heale be
came outstanding threshers, covering the districts 
from Teulon to Balmoral for more than two months 

The Heale Family. Back Row, L to R: Frank Heale, Frank Hodge, Wm. Heale, Johnny Fines, Walter Heale, Johnny Heale, Marie 
(Heale) Fines, Clarence Fines, Bella Heale, Emma Fines, Leonard Fines, Inez, Myrtle, Ethel Fines, Mabel and Ruth Heale, Baby 
Gladys Fines (on knee). 
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every fall. Then Johnny retired from the threshing 
business and took over the livery and feed stable in 
Teulon. Billy continued threshing and really excelled 
in the science of successful threshing. Burning coal 
in his big Case engine, he often put more than 4,000 
bushels through his Red River Special separator in a 
single day. 

In 1905 Walter and Billy established a sawmill 30 
miles north of Teulon and 10 miles east of Narcisse; 
and, for many years after, operated the sawmill at 
different points north. 

Walter Heale settled down to farming south of 
Teulon. Billy continued in the lumber business. His 
last sawmill was 13 miles east of Hodgson. Later, he 
sold the sawmill. 

Jim Heale went to Winnipeg in his early man
hood and worked for a number of years with the 
C.P.R. In later years he went west and was a grain 
buyer. He spent the 1st years of his life in Stonewall. 

Frank Heale answered the call to arms in 1915, 
and made the supreme sacrifice at Passchendaele, in 
1917. 

Mrs. Archie Fines (Marie) lived in the Gunton 
district for many years, and raised a large family. As 
a whole family, they were the best educated family in 
Rockwood. 

Mrs. Johnny Fines (Emma) was the mother of a 
fine outstanding family who lived in Teulon for many 
years. She now lives at the Coast, the only living 
member of this great family. 

The younger generation can look back, with 
pride, on this fine old foundation stock. Over a 
period of years, the Heale boys served their com
munity with distinction. Johnny was councillor for 
the Town of Teulon for several years, and active on 
school board and church affairs. He married Miss 
Olive Heath from Northampton, England. 

Billy was councillor for a time for Rockwood 
Municipality. He was also active on school and 
church boards. He married Miss Bella Storey, a 
daughter of an old pioneer family. 

Walter was the sportsman, a great man with both 
rifle and shot-gun. He married Miss Jessie Cameron 
from the "Land of the Heather". 

Jim was a good sport, and took active part in all 
games. He married Miss Josie Quickfall, a daughter 
of another old pioneer family. 

Frank Heale sleeps in Flander's Field. 

The Hirst Family 
submitted by Frances Jones 

James Hoyle Hirst and his wife Elizabeth (nee 
Spence) came to the Erinview district in October 
1882 with their three daughters Margaret, Katherine 
and Annie and their five sons William, Walter, Fred, 
Frank and Charlie as well as two of Elizabeths' sisters 
Laura and Frances Annie Spence who made their 
home with them. They spent their first winter in 
some existing building but quickly built a very fash
ionable home with an extensive library filled with 

Front seat: James and Margaret Hirst. Back seat: Elizabeth (Mrs. James Hirst) and her sister, Laura Spence, 1918 or earlier. 
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books they brought from home. They named their 
new home "Daisy Croft". They were active in com
munity affairs and many meetings were held at their 
home in the early years. It was there that tenders were 
received to build the Woodroyde School. 

James and Elizabeth had owned a "Cotton Spin
ner and Warp Manufacturing Mill" named "Atlas 
Mill" in Brighouse in the County of York in York
shire England before coming to Canada. 

Elizabeth passed away in 1919 and James in 1929. 
All their children have passed away but they have 

many grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
William, their oldest son, married Gertrude 

Cambensy. They had 10 children. Walter married 
Dora Goodman and they had eight children. Kath
erine married Thpmas Bunn; they had 4 children. 
Annie married Alex Collie; they had 3 children. 
Charlie married Millie Kuhn; they had 2 children. 
Margaret married Harold Jackson; they had no chil
dren. Fred and Frank remained bachelors. 

In 1936 "Daisy Croft" became the headquarters 
of the Richardson Stock Farm. 

The Hickey Family 
submitted by Willis Hickey 

Alexander Hickey born February 14th, 1837 near 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Hickey Sr. and George. 

Coubourg, Ontario came west and settled on the 
gravel ridge in the southern part of what is now the 
Rural Municipality of Rockwood some time before 
1875 and farmed until his death on April 5th, 1900, 
leaving his wife Jessie, and son Edwin George, who 
married Betty Gray of Winnipeg on 25th of October, 
1905. 

To this marriage were born nine children, Elsie 
Smith of Edmonton, Willis at home, Launcelot de
ceased, Jessie Cockabamba Bolivia, South America, 
Anne Ridge, Little Mountain, Violet Jongstra, 
Stonewall, Grace, Toronto, lola, Winnipeg, and Ed 
Jr. of The Pas Manitoba. 

The original homestead house stood on what 
became known to an early pioneeer as Hickey's 
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Left to Right: Jessie Hickey, Mother (Mrs. Hickey), lola, Violet 
Hickey (Jongstra), Willis Hickey, Laun Hickey, Grace Hickey, 
Ed Hickey Jr. 

Ridge beside the old wagon trail to Winnipeg from 
the north and west settlements. (NW 6-13-2E) 

The old house was a well-known landmark and 
stopping place for the early settlers going to and from 
the Red and Assiniboine River settlements. 

The Hodge Family 
submitted by Edward Hodge 

The N.W. quarter of Section 4-17-3E has been 
owned by The Hodges since my father Frank Hodge 
began operating it in 1920, when he purchased it 
through the Soldier Settlement Board. My dad Mr. 
Frank Hodge came to Canada from Devonshire, En
gland in 1911 at the age of 16. He came as an English 
immigrant to work with his cousins, The Heales, 
Jim, Walter, John, Bill and Frank who were operating 
a sawmill and lumber business in the Rembrandt, 
Manitoba district. 

Frank Hodge. 

. 
In 1915-16 he joined the 78th Battalion of the 

Canadian Army, went overseas, was wounded in the 
Battle at Vi my Ridge and again in the Battle of Pass
chendeale where, when an enemy shell exploded, he 
was buried to the neck. Stretcher bearers were about 



to leave him for dead when he coughed and groaned 
and was dug out. This incident left him with back 
injuries which led to his death in March, 1933. 

When Dad returned to Canada in January 1919 he 
received his Army Discharge. During that year he 
obtained his third class steam engineering papers. 

December 22, 1919 he married Minnie May 
Quickfall, daughter of Martin and Mary Elizabeth 
Quickfall, Gunton, Manitoba. The Quickfalls were 
from Lincolnshire, England and Bainbridge, Onto 
My mother got her education at Greenridge school 
west of Gunton, and the Gunton High School. She 
taught school for a year at Pebble Beach School, 
Mulvihill, Manitoba. When Dad and she were mar
ried, they spent their first year in Winnipeg where 
Dad was caretaker of a block. 

In the summer of 1920 they moved to the farm 
eight miles N .E. of Teulon, Man. on which my 
family and I (Ned) now live. Records in the R.M. of 
Rockwood show this was the first year Dad paid taxes 
on this land. They lived in a tar papered shack for a 
couple of years before building their house, all the 
lumber for the building was from Heale's sawmill. 
The farm was fenced all around with tamarack posts 
and three strands of barbed wire. Originally there 
were about 48 acres broken on it but had had more 
breaking done by N. P. Drhomereski. To-day it is all 
broken except for about five acres. 

There were no roads just wagon trails, some of 
which I can remember. It must have been wet out here 
in the spring. I recall Elmer Slater and Steve Genik 
telling about going out with horses and wagon and 
having the box float off the wagon. After a delegation 
attended a council meeting to complain about drain
age ditch and roads were put in to relieve some of 
their hardships. As the years passed Dad's war inju
ries became such a hindrance with constant trips to 
hospital, that he found it necessary to acquire help 
with the farm work. In 1925 he hired Steve Genik 
who was just 14 years old. Steve stayed with us on the 
farm until 1953 when he went to work for the Man
itoba Telephone Company. 

Mrs. Frank Hodge and children, Andy, Edward and Charlotte. 
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My parents had three children, Frank Andrew 
born Oct. 7th, 1922. Charlotte Isabel born Feb. 17th, 
1926 and Edward Roger (Ned) born Jan. 1st, 1928. 

Progress was made for in 1932 we got the tele
phone (5 cents for every call that went through Cen
tral Office). I remember that one of the Skinner boys 
hauled poles from Stonewall. An amusing little inci
dent occurred after the holes were dug and before the 
poles went in, Andy, Charlotte and I were out in
specting the progress, as kids will. Me (Ned) being 
quite small and very curious, I fell down one of the 
holes. Andy and Charlotte came back and dragged 
me out. 

On March I, 1933 Dad was taken by team and 
sleigh to the Teulon Hospital and later admitted to 
hospital in Winnipeg, where on the morning of 
March 16th he passed away. With Dad's death Mother 
was left in a tough situation having three very young 
children and a farm to run. The Soldier Settlement 
Board didn't want a woman operating the farm, yet 
she couldn't dispose of it till we children were all 
over the age of 21. Steve Genik stayed with us and the 
Board gave in and we kept the farm. 

When young we all went to the Netley School 
which was built in 1926 and was district #538. The 
old school building burned in 1926. The new school 
was built 1 Y2 miles north and about Y4 mile east of the 
old location on the SW Y4 7-17-3E on the property 
purchased from the late William Persoage. We all 
had the same opportunity to gain education. From 
Netley we went to high school in Teulon. Andy 
stayed at the Boys' Home for two years taking Grade 
X and XI. He then went on to the University of 
Manitoba where he obtained a degree in Agriculture. 

Charlotte finished Grade XII and went to Normal 
School in Winnipeg. She is employed by the Win
nipeg School Division. She was married to the late 
Bert Warren of Ashern and now living in St. 
Boniface. 

Myself (Ned) I took Grade XI and went home to 
farm. After graduating from University of Manitoba 
Andy joined the R.C.A.F. and became a pilot flying 
Catalinas out of Ceylon, India. Upon returning to 
Canada and receiving his discharge in 1945 he went 
to Guelph to study veterinary medicine. August to, 
1946 he married Marion Slobodianek of Teulon. He 
graduated from Guelph in 1948 and took a position 
with Sherbrook Animal Clinic in Winnipeg, but 
moved to Hamiota in 1949 where he set up his own 
practise and now operates the Animal Clinic in his 
area. Andy and Marion have three children, Gregory, 
Pamela and Mary Lou, and two grandchildren. 

I (Ned) married Julie Valka of Teulon district on 
Nov. to, 1950. Julie and I took over the farm in 1953. 
My mother retired and lived in Teulon from 1953 



until her death in 1959. Julie and I have enlarged our 
farm holdings by purchasing the Slater farm across 
the road. We have four children. Our eldest, Lyle is 
married to Rosemary Sparvath and they reside in 
Gunton. Myles lives near us and is currently em
ployed by the Dept. of Agriculture in the Teulon 
office. 

Gwen married Christopher Kostiuk from Fraser
wood, Man. She is working in the doctors' office as 
receptionist in the Hunter Hospital, Teulon, Man. 

Cory is now 14 years old and still in school. 

Thomas Holloway and Family 
by Alex MacKenzie 

Thomas Holloway and three of his sons Frank, 
Fred and Sidney, came to Winnipeg from England in 
1883. Another son, George, came the following year 
and some time later Tom emigrated from Australia to 
Canada, and later on Florence Emily came from 
England and lived with her Dad and brothers. 

In 1883 Thomas and Sidney walked from Win
nipeg to Stonewall, having no other means of trans
portation. Their first few years in this country they 
lived in the former Matheson house in Grassmere. 
After arriving in Stonewall, George served his ap
prenticeship in blacksmithing with Mr. George 
Graham receiving no wages but being required to pay 
to learn the trade. 

In 1891 Thomas Holloway and sons George and 
Sidney moved to Balmoral where George went into 
the blacksmithing business and later Sidney went into 
the undertaking business. They purchased the black
smith shop and equipment from Mr. Sid Preston. In 
1900 Sidney took a course in embalming with Clark 
Bros. & Hughes in Winnipeg. 

Florence Emily, their sister, married William 
Cleland of Newmarket, Ontario, living in Selkirk, 
Winnipeg and Stonewall. They had three daughters, 
Muriel, Vera, Kay and one son Bob. Mr. Cleland 
passed away in 1907 and in 1910 Mrs. Cleland mar
ried James Seed of Stonewall who had an infant son, 
Bill. Mr. and Mrs. Seed had one daughter, Doris. 

In 1902, Thomas Holloway and sons George and 
Sidney built the house in Balmoral now occupied by 
Evelyne Holloway. Thomas Holloway passed away 
in 1904. 

As well as blacksmithing and undertaking, the 
Holloway Bros. kept bees and one year shipped five 
tons of honey to Winnipeg. In the Winnipeg Free 
Press in 1904, was a write-up on "The Tradesmen of 
Balmoral" and the following is an excerpt from that 
article. "Messrs. Holloway Bros. have been estab
lished for several years and at the present time have a 
large undertaking and blacksmith business and 
shops. Messrs. Holloway make a specialty of em
balming in connection with their undertaking. Since 

Holloways' Blacksmith Shop, Balmoral, Man. S. H. Holloway (left), Geo. Holloway (right). 

240 



starting in Balmoral Messrs. Holloway have rapidly 
increased their business and at the present time are 
among the most respected and successful men in the 
community. " 

George and Sidney took an active part in com
munity affairs. George being a member of the origi
nal board of the Balmoral Hall, also serving several 
years on the school board and as church treasurer. 
Sidney was an ardent sportsman and was a member of 
the Stonewall Gun Club winning several gold and 
silver buttons for his shooting prowess. George and 
Sidney were both members of the Balmoral Brass 
Band. 

In 1903 Sidney Holloway married Rose Taylor of 
Selkirk who had also emigrated from England. They 
lived all of their married lives in Balmoral in the 
home now occupied by Irene Mann. Ainsley, Mar
jorie, Vivian and Richard were all born in that home. 
Ainsley married Reginald Main of Balmoral, and 
they had three daughters, Alice (McKnight), Phyllis 
(Schwartz), and Shirley (Jahns). Reg passed away in 
1937 and Ainsley in 1978. Marjorie married Robert 
Main of Balmoral and they had three sons, Sidney, 
Reg and Glenn and one daughter, Madge (Fjeldsted). 
Robert passed away in 1977 and Marj still lives in 
Balmoral. Vivian married Alex MacKenzie and they 
had one son, Ross, all of whom live in Balmoral. 

Alex MacKenzie, Vivian MacKenzie, Lois MacKenzie, Ross 
MacKenzie. In front: Shari lea MacKenzie. 

Richard married Evelyne Peacock of Stonewall and 
they had one son Leonard. Richard worked for some 
time in the blacksmithing business with his Uncle 
George. He served overseas in the Second World War 
with the Royal Canadian Engineers, and after the war 
he purchased the business from his uncle. He closed 
the shop in 1952 and worked at Bristol Aircraft, 
Winnipeg until his death in 1977. Evelyne still makes 
her home in Balmoral. 
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Mr. Sidney Holloway donated the property for St. 
Peter's Anglican Church in Balmoral in 1954. 

In 1904 George Holloway married Annie 
Mitchell of Stony Mountain and they made their 
home in the house that was built in Balmoral. Gor
don, Islay, Alwyn and Wilfred were all born there. 
Gordon who was a druggist, married Elizabeth Bur
land of Winnipeg and they had one daughter, Elinor 
(Sims). Gordon passed away in 1937. Islay was a 
music teacher, she married Stewart Simpson of 
Roblin and they had two sons Gordon and Dale. 
Stewart passed away in 1972. Islay lives at Roblin and 
still teaches music. Alwyn was a veteran of the Sec
ond World War; prior to his enlistment and after 
returning home from the war, he worked for Canada 
Packers in Winnipeg. He married Lonette Lamb of 
Grosse Isle, and they had one daughter, Patricia and 
all live in Winnipeg. Wilfred was a veteran of the 
Second World War. He married Eleanor Walker of 
Stonewall and they had two sons Gordon and Doug
las and one daughter, Janet (Burwell). Wilfred and 
Eleanor live in Stonewall where he has been the 
proprietor of Holloway'S Electric since 1946. 

Hopko 
Nykola Hopko (1873-1957) came to Canada from 

the Ukraine in 1902 at the age of 29. He worked in 
Winnipeg for about one year. There he met Sophia 
Medwed (1887-1957) who had come from the 
Ukraine in 1901 at the age of 14. They were married in 
1903. 

Nykola did not like the city life, so in 1904 he 
bought 110 acres from a Mr. Malechyn (Part SWV4 
24-17-2E). The only buildings on this land were a 
house and bam with thatched roofs. As the years 
went by, he cleared the land of trees and stones with 
oxen and by hand. All the crops were seeded and 
harvested by hand. To earn extra money he worked in 
Stonewall at the quarries and in Gunton. He would 
leave home at 4:00 A.M. and walk to work and return 
home at night around 9:00 P.M. There was one time 
that he walked from Regina to Pleasant Home so that 
he would not spend the money that he had earned. 

Nykola and Sophia had twelve children. 
Jessie (Mrs. Fred Berard) born in 1904 who has 

passed away. They had two children: Richard and 
Shirley (Mrs. Dennis Rogoski) who live in Win
mpeg. 

Peter born in 1905 and lives in Stonewall. Peter 
and his wife Doris have two sons: Cecil and Gordon 
who live in Winnipeg. 

Mike born in 1908 who lives in Winnipeg. He has 
one daughter Mary of Abbotsford, B.C. 

Bill born in 1909 who lives in Winnipeg. He has 
two daughters and three sons: Mamie Klym of Gimli; 



Donalda (Mrs. Cherniak) of Winnipeg Beach; 
Edward of Chilliwack, B.C.; Richard of Winnipeg 
Beach; and of Selkirk. 

Mary (1911-1955). She was married to Wm. D. 
Drohomereski and they had one son David. 

Rose born in 1912 (Mrs. Alec P. Drohomereski) 
who passed away in March of 1982. They have three 
sons: Joe of Saskatoon; Norman of Winnipeg; and 
Glen of Edmonton. 

Anne born in 1914 (Mrs. Wm. Kulmatycki) who 
lives in Matlock. She has three daughters and one 
son: Natalie (Mrs. Annuik) of Matlock; Marion 
(Mrs. George Swanson) of Cochrane, Ontario; 
Christine (Mrs. Ed Burnett) of Winnipeg; and Bill of 
Winnipeg. 

Nettie born in 1915 (Mrs. Nicholas Persoage) 
who lives in Teulon. She has one son and one daugh
ter: Richard in Toronto; Sophie Crow in Winnipeg. 
One daughter Margaret Penner passed away in 1980. 

Elma born in 1917 (Mrs. John Ziyone) who lives 
in Abbotsford, B.C. She has one son and one daugh
ter: Jack of Aldergrove, B .; Joan of Abbotsford, 
B.C. 

Lena born in 1918 (Mrs. Nick Pashnyk) who lives 
in Stonewall. She has three sons and two daughters: 
Bill of Winnipeg; George of Brandon; Richard of 
Winnipeg; Lorraine (Mrs. Harold Oughton) of 
Stonewall; Shirley (Mrs. Jack Piche) of Winnipeg. 

Betty born in 1922 (Mrs. William Woloshyn) 
who lives in Teulon. She has one son and two daugh
ter: Michael, Marion and Joan of Teulon. 

Jim (1928-1974). He had worked at the mines in 
Red Lake, Ontario. He had one daughter and one 
son: Caroline; and Kirk who passed away in 1975. 

Becker, William and Bertha 
submitted by Diane James 

William Grant Becker, was born January 4,1880 

William and Bertha Becker. 
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in Zurich, Ontario. He moved west to Manitoba in 
1898 and worked in the Douglas, Manitoba area. 
Bertha Mae Becker was born July 21, 1883 at Doug
las, Manitoba. She was the second daughter of 
George and Mary Brooks. 

William and Bertha were married on December 4, 
1904 at Douglas, Manitoba. They moved to Dubuc, 
Saskatchewan and settled on a homestead. They 
broke some of the land using a team of oxen. 

In the fall of 1917 they moved to the Rockwood 
Municipality when they bought sec. 16-13-lE in the 
Grassmere District. The farm is still operated by the 
family. 

They had one daughter Vera Donella, born Au
gust 13, 1911. On November 4, 1939 she was united 
in marriage with Charles Houghton. 

William passed away in April 1957 and Bertha 
passed away in October 1969. 

Houghton, Alfred and Sarah 
submitted by Diane James 

Alfred Houghton was born in Harpenden, Her-

Alfred and Sarah Houghton and sons, Alfred and Charles, 
1915. 



fordshire, England on December 25, 1875. He 
enlisted in the Imperial Army at age 16 and saw 
service in Eqypt, Malta, Hong Kong, India and 
fought through the Boer War in Africa where he 
served in the Kings Own Rifles at the relief of 
Ladysmith. He kept a complete diary of this latter 
time of service. 

He came to Winnipeg following the Boer War in 
1902. His wife, the former Sarah Sadler, was born in 
Surrey, England in 1874 and came to join Alfred in 
1902 and they were married that same year. 

He joined the Winnipeg Rifles and won many 
trophies for his marksmanship, including the Lieu
tenant-Governor's Trophy for three consecutive 
years. He joined the 90th Regiment in 1910 and on 
June 14, 1910 he was promoted to Sergeant. He 
qualified to go to the Bisley Rifle shoot in England in 
1914, however, the shoot was cancelled due to the 
imminent outbreak of war. In June 1911, he qualified 
as a machine gunner. He went overseas in 1914 with 
the 90th Regiment, 8th Battalion. He fought at the 
second Battle of Ypres where he held out with the 
machine gun section which was nearly wiped out in a 
gas attack. On April 24, 1915 he was wounded and 
was reported missing but made his way back to the 
Regiment. He was later invalided home. 

During the war years 1914-1918 his wife and sons 
returned to England, but upon his return home they 
too once again returned to Winnipeg. In 1920 he 
moved out to his 20 acre plot on NW Y4 33-13-2E and 
lived there for a number of years. He had bought a 
number of parcels of land in this area in 1904 and on. 

From here he carried on his business in Winnipeg 
as a picture framer. As well he did some market 

The log cabin built by Alfred Houghton on NW Y2 33-13-2E, 
1919-20. 

gardening and kept bees. He drove to Winnipeg with 
his automobile when roads were passable, otherwise 
he caught the street car at Bennet Station - a 2Y4 
mile walk for him morning and evening. The street 
car left Stonewall at 7:45 A.M. and returned leaving 
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Winnipeg at 6 P.M. so it was 8 P.M. before he got 
home each evening. 

He remained in the militia and received his long 
service medal after 20 years. Earlier, on the day he 
was to receive his long service medal, he had to 
attend to the bees when they began to fuss and 
swarm. He went to look without putting on his veil 
and got ten bee stings on his face. By the time he got 
to Winnipeg it was badly swollen. When Major Gen
eral Ketchen went to pin the medal on Alfred said 
"I hope the other guy looks worse". 

His first wife Sarah, passed away in 1930 and 
Alfred returned to Winnipeg in 1934. About 1938 he 
married Flora Carriere. Alfred passed away in 1944. 
Flora, who was born in 1891, passed away in 1970. 
They are all interred at All Saints Victoria Anglican 
Church Cemetery. 

He had two sons, Alfred and Charles. Alfred 
married Ethel Murray. They lived on the home farm 
for awhile and then moved to Geraldton, Ontario in 
1939. They are presently retired in Beardmore, On
tario. They raised five sons: Warren, Franklin, 
Graham, Ross and Murray who are living in various 
locations in Ontario. 

Charles married Vera Becker and lived in the 
Grassmere district. They had two children Diane and 
Ronald. 

Houghton, Charles and Vera 
submitted by Diane James 

Charles was born in Winnipeg on July 1, 1911, the 

Charles and Vera Houghton, 1979. 



second son of Alfred and Sarah Houghton. He spent 
his early years in Winnipeg with the exception of the 
war years 1914-1918 at which time he lived in En
gland. In 1920 he moved with his family to the 
Victoria School area to NE !4 33-13-2E. 

Vera was born in Dubuc, Sask., daughter of 
William and Bertha Becker on Aug. 13, 1911. The 
family moved to the Grassmere District in 1917 to 
sec. 16-13-lE. 

Charles and Vera were married on November 4, 
1939. They had two children - Diane Gail born in 
1941 and Ronald Charles born in 1945. They lived on 
the Becker family farm and operated it with the 
exception of the years 1942 and 1943 when they went 
to Geraldton, Ontario where Charles worked in the 
mines. 

Charles had a great ability to play the piano by ear 
and loved to share his gift with anyone willing to 
listen. He brought much enjoyment to many people 
over the years. In his early years he and other local 
musicians played for many house parties and dances 
in the one room schools. In the 40's and early 50's he 
played with Alan Pollock, Alex Matheson, and Geo. 
Parsons for many dances in the area. During the past 
several years he once again became involved in play
ing for dances while vacationing in Weslaco, Texas 
during the winter months. 

Charles was keenly interested in the co-operative 
movements and was a founding member of the 
Stonewall Co-op. He spent many years on the board. 
He participated in the formation of the Farmers' 
Union and the Credit Union. He was also active in the 
Rockwood Agricultural Society. Charles was ac
tively engaged in the life and work of Grassmere 
Church. 

Charles passed away suddenly on Dec. 21, 1981 
while vacationing in Weslaco, Texas. "Charlie" as 
he was known to most people gave generously of his 
time and talent to the community he loved. 

Vera was actively associated with Grassmere 
Church over the years. She was a member of the 
U.C.W. and for many years was the organist of the 
church. For a number of years she was a member of 
the ladies board of the Rockwood Agricultural So
ciety. 

Diane married Robert W. James of Grosse Isle, 
son of William and Olive James in 1964. They moved 
back to the district from Winnipeg in 1971 when they 
built a new home on the NE Y4 of the family farm. 
They have two children Garth Robert born in 1974 
and Susan Gail born in 1977. 

Ronald married Linda Boyko in 1975 and they 
live in Winnipeg. They have two children Lee and 
Jason William. 
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Bob and Ron have taken over the operation of the 
family farm in recent years. 

The Inksters 
by Isabel Inkster 

Traditionally and almost assuredly the 19th of 
January 1882 was a cold wintry day. Too, it was the 
day that William Inkster and Margaret Tait were 
married in the little Anglican church on the bank of 
the Assiniboine River in Headingly. 

To digress for a moment; William Inkster was the 
son of John Inkster of the Red River Settlement and 
Margaret was the daughter of James Tait of Head
ingly. The Inksters were of sturdy Orksaey stock with 
roots as far afield as Denmark. The Taits were de
scendants of a Scottish family who came to the New 
Land with Lork Selkirk's second voyage in 1814. 
This young nobleman was determined to free the 
sheep farmers from the ambitious, wealthy land 
owners. It was a hazardous but successful venture. 

To continue, when the wedding festivities were 
over William and now Mrs. Inkster drove down the 
river to Winnipeg. The next morning they started the 
drive to the little log house which had been built two 
years previously. They drove closely behind the 
sleigh carrying the queen's mail, which never had to 
leave the road for on-coming sleighs. In the evening 
they reached their little home. Their life on the farm 
began. 

On November 28th, the following year, Ellen 
Mary was born. She was succeeded by Josephine 
Margaret, .Constance Harriet and Emily. The next 
was John and what a treat it must have been to 
welcome a boy into that house of girls. The next two 
were Isabel and Louise, then again a boy, Geoffrey 
James. 

William Inkster Home, Sec. 27-14-1E, 1879, 



William Inkster Family about 1908. Back Row, L to R: Josephine (Joy), John, Constance (Consie), Emily and Isabel. Middle Row: 
Son-in-law Joe Attree, Margaret (nee Tait), William holding Ethel AUree, Ellen (Nellie) Attree (nee Inkster). Front Row: Louise, 
Geoffrey and Violet Attree. 

As the family grew so necessarily grew the 
house. First a lean-to summer kitchen was built. 
Then the main house was sided and the log house no 
longer existed with perhaps just a hint of sadness. 
Then came the moment of truth. A large kitchen with 
two bedrooms above and to complete the cycle, a 
back stairs, where later the grandchildren got their 
winter exercise by running up one and down the 
other. Later still the kitchen was divided into a dining 
room and small kitchen and a big screened verandah 
was added. 

The Inkster family all went to the little stone 
school named after one of the early settlers, Bruce 
School. The thick stone walls kept it cool in summer 
and cold in winter. There was the usual variety of 
teachers, good and mediocre, but all respected for 
their efforts. Together with the public school and 
later high school training in Stonewall, four of the 
Inkster girls turned out to be teachers. Actually, the 
little stone school was closed by Isable when the 
district consolidated into Balmoral. Thus, another 
era came to a close. 

Life went on in the usual moderate family way for 
the next few years. Two weddings had taken place. 
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The three teachers were away most of the time, and 
now Margaret Inkster's health was waning. One by 
one she was forced to give up her household duties. 
There was a feeling of anxiety in the air. 

About this time, too, there were rumblings of 
trouble in Europe. The world was restless and in 1914 
the word reached Canada that Britain had declared 
war on Germany. Canada rose to the challenge and in 
1914 John joined the Army and in a few days was off 
to war with the Second Expeditionary Force. The 
years of anxiety were finally rewarded and John 
returned in June 1919 and took charge of things on the 
farm. 

As time went by an uneasy feeling prevaded the 
home. This developed into a fear as Mrs. Inkster'S 
health deteriorated and one beautiful morning in late 
June 1933 she gave up that unselfish courageous 
pioneer spirit and that was the first break in the 
family. 

In 1938, William Inkster died following a short 
intense illness. He did not know that there was a 
second war. Nor did he know that his younger son 
had joined the ground division of the Airforce. 

John and Constance carried on the farm until 



1969 and during that year Emily and John died and in 
January 1970 Josephine Jeffry too died. Constance 
makes her home in Winnipeg. There are now three of 
the family left. So, as the past quietly slips into the 
present and the present into the future, so the William 
and Margaret Inkster family is moving quietly into 
oblivion. 

John and Anne Jacobsen 
submitted by A. Jacobsen 

Ann and John Jacobson. 

John Jacobsen was born in 1897 in Sulitjelma, 
Norway. His parents were Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Jac
obsen. John was the only son, he had two sisters Julia 
(Mrs. Siguard Ragnmo), and Agnes (Mrs. Anker 
Olsen), both are still living in Fauska, Norway. 

John saw no future for himself in SUlitjelma, and 
so as a young man went to Oslo, Norway. I under
stand he wanted to be a policeman. He was restless 
and eager to make his way to Canada, he had heard so 
much about Canada. He never did become a police
man, instead he boarded a freighter and sailed to this 
new land. He landed in Halifax and journeyed on to 
Collingwood, Ontario to seek employment. The 
Canadian Pacific Railway was now extending west, 
he was offered a job and worked as a Section Fore
man. 

Anne Jacobsen was born in 1903 in Ransiford, 
Norway. Her parents were Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
Meyers. Grandpa Meyers came to Canada in 1906. 
Grandma Meyers followed in 1908 with two of their 
children. Anne came to Canada in 1909 with her 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Halvorsen. Anne came 
from a large family, she was the eldest child and had 
five brothers and three sisters. Being the eldest she 
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worked very hard and was responsible for many 
things. 

Anne attended McFarlane School and completed 
grade 7 and then had to stay home to work on the 
farm. When she was 18 she and her sister Margaret 
found work in a hotel in Minaki, Ontario, Anne as a 
Head Waitress and Margaret as a waitress. 

At this point in time, John was working with the 
Railway Lines near Minaki. He heard that two Nor
wegian girls were working at the hotel. He met Anne 
and they were married on February 27, 1922, in 
Rainy River. 

Grandma Halvorsen came to live with them in 
Rainy River. No provision was made by the Railroad 
Lines for families, so they moved to Inwood, Man
itoba where they homesteaded. Their furniture con
sisted of a home made table made from orange crates 
and wooden boxes for chairs. 

Anne and John's first child was a son (Gordon) 
born on July 18, 1923 weighing twelve pounds. Mrs. 
Carlson was the midwife. Shortly after Gordon was 
born they lived for a short time at Peterson Farm. 
They moved again, this time to Stantons Homestead, 
where their second son (Norman) was born. Mrs. 
Engberg was the midwife. 

Another move was planned and Anne and John 
bought the SE 4-17 -IE from the Soldiers Settlement, 
this is still known as the Jacobsen's Comer. The price 
was $800.00, of which they only had $150.00. For a 
long time they could only pay the interest. They 
finally sold a horse for $35.00 and put that towards 
the payment for the farm. Every dollar they paid was 
matched by the Soldiers Settlement. Nearly all the 
settlers struggled through very difficult years before 
they finally had their farms paid for. 

The Jacobsen family increased over the years 
with the addition of three daughters and another three 
sons. The girls were Marie Florence and Bernice. 
The boys were George, Clarence and Victor. Mrs. 
Olsen was the midwife with the exception of Bernice 
who was born in Hunter Hospital in Teulon. 

All the Jacobsen children attended Norris Lake 
schooL Gordon and Norman could not speak English 
when they started school. 

The 1930's and the early 1940's were a long 
difficult struggle. Father was away working a great 
deal of the time. While mother worked on the farm 
with Grandma Halvorsen and the children. 

The farm yielded mixed produce, milking cows, 
selling cream to the Teulon Creamery, raising chick
ens and selling eggs. Whenever they could, cows, 
pigs, sheep and steers were sold to Bums Meat Pack
ing in Winnipeg. 

They planted potatoes, turnips and some vegeta
bles for their own use. A pig was killed, and during 



Norman, Mother; Ann, Clarence, George. Centre: Florence, 
Marie, Victor. Front: Bernice Jacobson. 

the deer season hunted deer. These were stored for 
the long cold winter months. Anne baked sixteen 
loaves of bread and sometimes more, twice a week, 
and still worried for fear she would not have enough 
food to feed so many hungry children. 

There was haying time, which was very hard 
work, everyone in the family had their job to do. 
There were bad times too, when the hay stacks 
burned - Norman playing with matches burned 
three stacks in front of the bam Grandma 
Halvorsen running to the barn to save the calf, man
aged to get it out and then proceeded to throw buckets 
of water on the barn to save it from burning. Mother 
and Gordon were looking for more hay to cut when 
they saw the smoke, they both started running to
wards the barn, Gordon just kept on running to their 
neighbour, Alfred Hanson for help, but it was to no 
avail, the three stacks were lost. 

Runaway horses were a problem too, the equip
ment would be broken and the harness had to be 
repaired. 

Another tragedy occurred when the cabbose 
caught fire and burned all the baby chicks inside. 

One of the saddest memories was in 1937, when 
Grandma Halvorsen died. She had lived with mother 
and father ever since they were married. She had 
given so much love, and had been Anne's strength 
and support. She had minded the children who loved 
her dearly, cooked and had helped with so many 
chores. The day of her funeral the hen house caught 
fire. Neighbors came rushing to help and formed a 
bucket line to pour water on it and save whatever they 
could. 

Many things happened over the years, Clarence 
spent five months in Teulon Hospital with a serious 
bone marrow infection not knowing whether his leg 

247 

might have to be amputated. Father getting his thumb 
caught in the wheel of the pump engine when it 
backfired. His thumb was nearly tom off. Dr. Good
win stitched it back on. Bernice falling down the 
stairs and nearly bit her tongue off, Dr. Goodwin said 
it would heal itself without stitches, and it did. 

Many people in the country knew Dr. Goodwin 
and there are many stories told about him. Father 
owed him money and one way of repaying was with 
cattle. He came to the farm to look over the cattle one 
day and mother took him out to the field, before 
leaving she had the children promise to stay at home. 
They promised but they were all very fond of Dr. 
Goodwin, so they followed without being noticed. 
When mother and Dr. Goodwin got to the field the 
big bull was there and objected to the hospital odor 
from Dr. Goodwin's clothes. He started after Dr. 
Goodwin who ran for his life. Mother turned to find 
five of the children, she quickly hid them in a bush 
pile, found a stick, in the meantime Dr. Goodwin ran 
to the nearest large tree and climbed it with the bull in 
hot pursuit. Mother confronted the bull with her stick 
and proceeded to beat at his nose until he was sub
dued and then took him by the ring in the nose and led 
him into the barn. Had Dr. Goodwin come near the 
children the bull would have trampled them. 

There were many happy times to remember. Fa
ther hitching up the team of horses. Mother bundling 
all the children up in warm clothes and blankets 
because it was so cold 25 to 40 degrees below zero to 
have pre Christmas dinner with the Holmstroms 
(Anne's sister Margaret). And other visits with 
Grandma and Grandpa Meyers. The Christmas con
certs at school, the dances, the Hallowe'en parties. 
The school picnics, running races, the high jump, 
playing baseball, if you were a good runner and won 
some of the races the children were very happy be
cause they went home with money as a prize. 

John played the violin. A man named Signal 
taught him to be a magician. John paid him for the 
lessons by selling cattle. 

The three younger boys George on the accordion, 
Clarence on the violin, and Victor on the guitar 
formed a band called The Farmer Play Boys, the girls 
got into the band too. They played at many dances 
through the years. 

After the war father worked for many years at 
Dominion Bridge in Winnipeg. Mother moved from 
the farm to Winnipeg. Father died on March 9,1960, 
and he is buried at Norris Lake cemetery. Mother is 
living now in Stony Mountain. She is loved and 
respected by all her children. 
Children of John and Anne Jacobsen 

Gordon - Winnipeg - 3 children - Carol 
(Mrs. Roger Wood) (2), Ernie, and Shirley. 



Norman - Winnipeg - Married a local girl 
Dorothy Harvey 5 children, Bruce, Nels (2)*, 
Norma (Mrs. Wayne Johnson) (2)*, George (2)* 
and Douglas. 

Clarence - Winnipeg - Married Maude Saun
ders of Winnipeg 5 children Debbie (Mrs. Sal 
Moncado) (2)*, Gail (1)*, David, Cindy and Darren. 

Marie - Toronto - Married George Duncan-
2 children by former marriage. Jenny (Mrs. Lloyd 
McIlroy) (2)*, Martin Olsen. 

Victor - Winnipeg Married a local girl Mon-
ty Stutsky - 3 children Perry, Mark and Tracey. 

Florence Palgrave - Married Roy Marks in 
Toronto - 1 child Darryl - Roy passed away -
Married Kenneth Rich of Toronto. 

Bernice - Winnipeg - Married Dan Markle of 
Toronto - 1- child Lynn (Mrs. Jack DeBois). 
Dan passed away. 

George - Winnipeg 1 child Linda (Mrs. 
Gib Van Solkema) (1)*. 

* Great grandchildren. 

The Jack Family 
submitted by Islay Jack 

Alexander Ritchie Jack was born on September 4, 

Alex and Islay Jack, 1954. 
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1929 in Victoria, B.C., the eldest son of Alexander 
(Sandy) and Helen Jack. Alex's father, Sandy em
igrated to Canada when he was 15 years of age in 
1911, from Hopeman, Scotland with his parents, 2 
brothers and 2 sisters. Alex spent his early years at 
logging towns where his father worked on Vancouver 
Island, attended school at Great Central Lake and 
Port Alberni and following graduation attended 
Nanaimo Trade School and went on to work as a 
machinist at the Pulp Mill in Port Alice on the north
ern tip of Vancouver Island. 

Alex met Islay Marie Fraser when she went to 
Port Alice in June, 1953 to work as a nurse in the 
local Hospital. 

Islay was born at Teulon on August 10, 1931, the 
youngest daughter of Ellwood and Bella (Campbell) 
Fraser. The Frasers resided on S Y2 26-15-2E. Islay 
attended Gunton School until (Grade 9) November 
1945, when her brother James married Reta Humbert 
and took over the family farm. Ellwood and Bella 
Fraser retired to their new home at 815 St. Mary's 
Road, St. Vital and Islay attended Norberry and 
Glenlawn Schools and went on to take the 3 year 
R.N. course at St. Boniface Hospital, graduating in 
May, 1952. In May, 1953, Islay decided to leave 
Manitoba to work and travel around the world so 
headed for the West Coast. Her first venture was to 
travel from Vancouver to Port Alice where she agreed 
to work as a summer relief R.N. However, after 
meeting Alex, that was the end of her world travelling 
(they decided to see the world together) and took on a 
permanent R.N. position. In December, 1953, Dr. 1. 
Gibbings offered Islay the position of Receptionist 
and Office Nurse which she held until departing from 
Port Alice. 

Alex and Islay were married June 21, 1954 from 
Norwood United Church in Winnipeg. 

In February, 1956 Alex's interests turned to farm
ing so they left Port Alice to work for Edwin and Vera 
Herrmann at Schuler, Alberta. 

In April, 1957, Alex and Islay took up residence 
on S Y2 34-15-2E, the former farm of Jim and Mary
ann Gillespie. Families who rented and owned the 
farm were Milton Sinclair, Jim Davis, John Krahn, 
Curly Tuttle. Harry Michaelis married to Rose Biliuk 
from Pleasant Home bought the farm from Krahn but 
never lived here - we bought the farm from Mr. 
Michaelis who lived at Lethbridge, Alberta at that 
time. 

Alex has been in different livestock enterprises 
and has settled on raising beef cattle now. 

Islay started working as R.N. at Hunter Memori
al Hospital in Teulon in December, 1959 and con
tinued there until she began as Public Health Nurse in 



Karen, Brian, Sandy Jack, 1961. 

October, 1966 at Teulon Substation Health Unit up to 
the present time. 

Their 3 children are - Karen, Sandy and Brian. 
They took their schooling at Gunton until 1969 when 
Gunton students all transferred to Teulon. 

Karen Lenore was born July 3,1956 at Medicine 
Hat, Alberta. She was active in Brownies, Girl 
Guides, 4-H Beef and Home Economics Clubs, Stu
dent Council. Karen graduated from Grade 12 in 
June, 1974 - attended University of Manitoba tak
ing Home Economics, graduating in May, 1978 with 
a Bachelor of Home Economics. She now works as a 
Dietician at Victoria Hospital. Karen was married to 
Leonard Garry Dushnicky (youngest son of Mike 
and Rose Dushnicky from Isabella, Manitoba) on 
March 21, 1981. Len is presently working at the 
Grain Commission having graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science (Honours) in Botany, from Brandon Uni
versity in May, 1977. 

Alexander (Sandy) James arrived January 8, 1958 
at Teulon Hospital. He was involved in the Boy 
Scouts, 4-H Beef and Horse Clubs and enjoyed the 
school sports and hockey. Sandy graduated from 
Grade 12 in June, 1976 and immediately started to 
work as a mechanic apprentice at Leo's Sales and 
Service in Argyle. He obtained his Journeyman 
Diesel Mechanic Certificate in March, 1981 and is 
presently employed at Leo's Sales & Service. Sandy 
was married to Sharon Eileen Campbell (only daugh
ter of Ralph and Eileen Campbell) on August 29, 
1981. They live in Teulon Sharon has worked as 
Receptionist at Teulon Hospital since March, 1981. 

Brian Douglas was born June 5, 1959 at Teulon 
Hospital. He was also active in the same clubs and 
sports as Sandy. Brian graduated from Grade 12 in 
June, 1977. From November, 1977 to April, 1978, 
Brian was in Australia working on a sheep (3000) 
and cattle (1000) ranch an educational 4 week bus 
tour of Australia was supervised by the International 
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Agricultural Exchange Association. Upon his return 
he worked for farmers in the Deloraine and Miniota 
area. Brian attended the University of Manitoba tak
ing the Diploma of Agriculture Course, graduating in 
April, 1981. 

The Jahns Family 
submitted by Walter and Shirley Jahns 

Adolph and Barbara Jahns and their family 
moved to south-east of Teulon, (what is known as the 
Dundas district) in 1919. In 1921, they moved to the 
Balmoral district onto a farm two miles north of the 
village. This farm was known as the" Scott farm" . In 
1934 they moved to the Greenwood district and 
farmed 240 acres of land located on the east side of 
the road, three miles east and 1V2 miles north of the 
village of Balmoral. In 1959 Mr. Jahns retired from 
farming and they moved to Winnipeg Beach where 
he enjoyed gardening and fishing and Mrs. Jahns 
took an active part in her church group. In 1969, they 
returned to Balmoral and lived in their home on the 
main street until March 1979 when they took up 
residence at Cedar Lodge, Teulon. Mr. Jahns died 
February 12, 1982, a month short of his 95th birth
day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jahns raised a family of seven 
children. Charles married Dorothy Kirby of Gunton. 
They have four daughters and 6 grandchildren and 
live now at Carman, Manitoba. After returning from 
the war Charlie owned and operated a garage and 
implement dealership at Moore Park and Oak River, 
Manitoba. 

Walter married Shirley Main of Balmoral. They 
have two daughters and one son. Walter farmed until 
1957 and since then, except for a period from May 
1979-AprilI981, has owned and operated a general 
store in the village of Balmoral. This store was for
merly owned by Charlie and Margaret Tarrant and 
previous to them was operated for many years by 
Lawrence and Fanny Stein, parents of radio's "Doc 
Stein". The front part of this store building was the 
second school in Balmoral and the back part was the 
former barber shop and pool room, owned and oper
ated for many years in the village by Leo Mercer. It 
was moved from its place on the lot directly west of 
the store in 1960 and put into position behind the 
existing store and became the back half of the store. 

Wilson married Alma Bowman of Gunton. They 
had two sons and lived and farmed on the piece of 
land now owned by Clearwater Colony just three 
miles east of Balmoral. In 1959, Wilson bought his 
father's farm and farmed there until 1975. Alma died 
in 1964. In 1975, Wilson moved to Teulon where he 
now lives with his wife, the former lola Davies. At 
present he looks after Cedar Lodge. 



Eleanor married Richard Brown of Balmoral. 
They have two daughters. Richard and Eleanor 
farmed approximately two miles east of the village 
on the north side of the road. Richard also did electri
cal work. They still reside on their farm. 

Marjorie married Ken Dalgleish who originally 
came from the Niagara Falls area of Ontario. Mar
jorie was a school teacher and taught at Good Hope 
and Centre Schools. After marriage she moved to 
Fort Erie, Ontario. She and Ken have two sons, three 
daughters and 2 grandsons. They now live at Canan
daigua, New York. 

Betty married Bob Florence of Balmoral. They 
have one son, two daughters, and four grand
children. Because Bob was in the Air Force, Betty 
and he have lived in several places; Barrie, Ont., 
Winnipeg and Matlock, Manitoba, Red Deer, Alber
ta and now live at Cold Lake, Alberta. 

Donald and his American born wife Margaret 
live at Niagara Falls, Ontario. They have one daugh
ter and one son. Don left Manitoba for Ontario after 
he finished his schooling here and has been there ever 
since. 

James Jeffrey Family 
by Mary I. Jeffrey 
One day my husband told me the following 
narrative: 

"My father, James Jeffrey, lived at Tilsonberg, 
Ontario. He married Isabel Fletcher and they had one 
small girl, Bessie. In 1869 he decided to go west 
without his family. Having experience as a river
driver, he chose the canoe as his means of travel. 

He paddled up the Great Lakes, the Lake of the 
Woods, the Winnipeg River, Lake Winnipeg, and 
thence up the Red to the junction of the Red and the 
Assiniboine. Needless to say this journey had many 
hazards and portages. 

Fort Garry, as the little settlement was called, was 
under a cloud at this time, 'Louis Riel', with a band 
of Metis and a Catholic priest, Father Ritchot, were 
up in arms against the West becoming an appendage 
of the East, due to the settlement between the Crown 
and the Hudson's Bay Co. The settlement wanted 
their territory to be a province, with equal rights with 
the Eastern provinces. This particular winter of 1869 
the Metis began stopping the surveyors. They built a 
barricade across the road at St. Norbert, near Fort 
Garry and forbade any Canadian to enter Assiniboia. 
On November 2, 1869 they quietly took possession of 
Fort Garry for the winter. (The Story of Canada by 
Wrong, Martin & Sage.) 

My father entered the settlement and remained in 
hiding. One day he had a chance to shoot Riel but 
thought better of it. 

250 

A few days later he took refuge in an attic to 
escape the prying eyes of the enemy. He crawled to 
the farthest comer and lay very still, but soon he saw 
the trap-door raised, and the head of a Metis ap
peared, soon more followed. 

They held him prisoner for awhile but he finally 
persuaded them he was not an Eastern official, but 
just an ordinary citizen out to see the country. 

"We will give you your freedom if you get out of 
the country in one day," said Riel. 

"That is impossible," replied my father, "give 
me at least two days, but I won't promise not to come 
back." 

With much consideration, Riel finally agreed. 
Father purchased an Indian pony, an old sled, a 

blanket and provisions for him and his horse. He set 
out for St. Paul, Minnesota. It was mid-winter and 
the snow was deep. He dared not ask for shelter at the 
few houses he passed in case there were enemies, so 
he was obliged to wrap himself in a blanket and dig 
himself into a snowbank at nights. After a long 
hazardous journey, he reached St. Paul, where he 
sold his outfit and boarded a train east. 

The following year, 1870, after the Red River 
settlement became the province of Manitoba, father 
took his family west. His brother "Tom" came with 
him. They shipped their effects to St. Paul; from 
there they drove to Fort Garry with a team of oxen 
and horses. Here father built a house about where the 
C.P.R. depot now stands. Mother ran a boarding 
house - one of her distinguished boarders, Judge 
Walker. 

Life here was not very smooth. Father worked at 
carpentry, and freighted with oxen between Fort Gar
ry and Portage. After two years he decided to move 
to the country. If he had kept the property he would 
have been a rich man. 

My eldest brother Jim, was born while they lived 
at Fort Garry. 

A number of people came from the East about 
this time, so my people, along with the Bowmans, 
McKivors, and Gillespies, took up homesteads in the 
Greenwood district, about thirty miles north of Win
nipeg. The new settlement was along a low, wooded 
ridge, which sloped gently to a grassy level - a 
perfect homesite. 

The first years saw many hardships here. There 
was no railroad so father cut wood and hauled it to 
Winnipeg with oxen, and brought back provisions. 

On one of these trips he was caught in a blizzard 
about where Stony Mountain now stands. He was 
walking behind his load to keep warm, when his oxen 
disappeared. He could not find them as the snow was 
blinding. He spied a haystack, so crawled into it for 
the night. The next morning he wondered where his 



oxen could be. Where do you suppose? The other 
side of the haystack. 

In 1885 a friend persuaded father to move west 
and north of Balmoral. This place was three parts 
lake and one part stone. "Dad" had to erect a new set 
of buildings, and move his family, which increased 
from two to seven, Kate, John, Andrew, Georgie and 
Bruce having been added to the list. 

Our new home became a free stopping house for 
settlers going to and from Shoal Lake to Winnipeg. 
Father never said "No" to anyone asking shelter for 
the night. 

My youngest brother Roy was born here. Al
though always poor, we had a happy life there, as my 
parents were like magnets, attracting hosts offriends. 

In April 1903, my father passed away with pneu
monia. A real Manitoba pioneer had gone home". 

The James Jeffery Family 
by Betty Maxwell (Jeffery) 

The Red River Settlement did not reach its pres
ent stature without its serious ups and downs. The Fur 
Trading Companies had their controversies. The 
Metis had their restless and dissatisfied periods. 
There were floods and grasshopper infestations, but 
the staunch spirit of the British Settlers always pre
dominated. 

It was during one of these troublesome times that 
the Wolseley Expeditionary Force came to the aid of 
the settlers, and after the bloody Seven Oaks Mas
sacre the country settled into comparative peace. One 
of the members of that force was James Jeffery. He 
did not respond to the lure of the west at that time and 
returned to his native Ontario. Later he married Isab
el Fletcher and together they came back to the settle
ment and settled in Point Douglas, one of the 
preferred areas of the times. 

But rural life beckoned James and he moved to 
the Greenwood distriGt to take up farming. The Jeff
ery family consisted of five boys and three girls. Our 
story is concerned with James Waddell the oldest 
son. 

It may have been better farming country or it may 
have been the beautiful little lake and its surrounding 
country side, but the Jeffery family moved to the 
Balmoral district and later Jim acquired a farm of his 
own, the NW Y4 of l5-l5-lE, adjoining the home 
place. 

In December 1910 he married Josephine Mar
garet Inkster, the second daughter of William and 
Margaret Inkster, and in December 1911 their first 
daughter, Isabel, was born. She became a teacher and 
ended her career in Winnipeg where she now resides. 
Dorothy, the second daughter also became a teacher. 
She married John Martin of Glenella, Manitoba. 
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Both are now retired and living in Winnipeg. Gwen 
was next and spent a long and satisfied life with Air 
Canada. She is also retired and lives in Toronto. 
Kathleen went to Success Business College and 
worked for the Manitoba Government until her mar
riage to Bud Read of Winnipeg and they now reside 
in Edmonton. Betty worked for the Manitoba Tele
phone System in Stonewall and later Air Canada. She 
married Noel Maxwell of Vancouver and they now 
live in Winnipeg. Jean, the youngest, was employed 
in several medical offices. She is married to Warren 
Bickell of Winnipeg and they now reside in Edmon
ton. 

Jim Jeffery was an ardent hunter and enjoyed 
music. He was an old time fiddler and he and his 
family always joined with the rest of the community 
in all the social events and shared in Church and 
community work. Jim's health caused him to give up 
the farm and until his death in 1942 resided in Stone
wall. Three years later Joey and some of the girls 
moved to Winnipeg where Joey died in 1970 after 
several years of poor health. 

The memory of berry picking, school Christmas 
concerts, picnics and childhood diseases are slowly 
being forgotten. The joys and sorrows will soon be 
dimmed but still for the six girls life remains the 
same. In November of 1981 the girls held a family 
reunion in Barbados where they relived and rem
inised the good times of their youth. 

The Emil Johnson Story 
submitted by Helen Kletke 

Left to Right: John, Signe, Judith, Mr. and Mrs. Johnson. In 
front: Stanley. 

One of the families that settled in the Teulon
Norris Lake area was the Emil Johnson family. Emil 
Johnson was born in 1881 in Sweden, and emigrated 
to Canada at the age of twenty-one years in 1902. 



Having relatives in Emerson, Manitoba, he spent 
some time working with a railroad section gang. In 
due course he made his way to Winnipeg. Klara 
Seaholm (Swedish-Sjoholm) was also born in Swe
den in 1882 and emigrated to America in 1902 at the 
age of twenty. She spent some time in Hallock, 
Minnesota before making her way to Winnipeg in 
1903. Here she met her husband to be, Emil Johnson, 
and they were married in December 1905. They re
mained in Winnipeg until early summer of 1911 when 
they moved out to the Swedish Colony at Norris Lake 
approximately ten miles north-west of Teuion, Man
itoba. 

The Johnsons were able to locate a homestead on 
the North-West quarter of Section 5-17-lE. They 
farmed here approximately forty years before retir
ing when they moved into the Village of Teuion 
where Emil Johnson passed away at Hunter Memori
al Hospital in Teulon at the age of eighty-two. His 
wife, Klara Johnson, passed away at St. Boniface 
Sanatorium, St. Vital, Winnipeg, at the age of 
eighty-five. They are both buried in the Norris Lake 
Cemetery. 

Emil and Klara Johnson were predeceased by the 
following children who died in infancy: Carl Emil; 
Erik Bernhard; Twins Erik and Bernhard - who 
both died within ten days of each other during the 
whooping cough epidemic in the early spring of 1915; 
and further, Gustav William, and also a stillborn girl. 
They were also predeceased by one son, James 
Stanley, who died at the age of twenty-nine. 

The surviving members of the family are: 
John - married Edna Rozell. He and his wife 

have two sons. 
Dennis and Leslie and live in Vancouver. 
Signe- married Elmer Braun and they have four 

children, Phyllis, Heather, Lois and Randy. Elmer 
passed away in 1961. (Signe passed away in March 
1982.) 

Judith - who for many years worked in Inwood 
as assistant Postmistress and clerk in Bert Irwin's 
store. She and her brother, John, taught Sunday 
School at McFarlane School, and Judith herself 
taught Sunday School in Inwood during the late 20's 
and early 30's. Judith lived and worked in Teulon for 
a number of years until her retirement. She presently 
resides in Teulon. 

Mr. Jack Jones 
by Margaret Budge 

My father came to Stonewall from Brantford, 
Ontario just before the turn of the century. He met 
Etta Frayne, daughter of Jim and Violet Frayne. They 
were married in 1905 and had five children; Vernon, 
Allan, Margaret, Florence and Violet. 
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Dad owned a butcher shop and had three co
workers who were tops in their own particular line
Cliff Bishop, Howard Bennett, and Harry Eades. 

They purchased animals and killed them in a 
slaughter house situated just north of the train tracks 
on the "Balmoral Road". I remember sitting up in 
the rafters, as a child, watching dad slaughter the 
animals, which later supplied the whole area with the 
best cuts of meat in the country. Dad was also quite 
famous for his sausages, those big, thick, mouth
watering morsels that are still talked about by those 
who were brought up in the day when additives were 
unknown. 

I know each man who worked with dad did his 
own "thing" as the saying goes because they smoked 
bacon and hams and rendered lard as well. 

Although we as a family always lived in Stone
wall, dad had acquired a quarter section of farm land, 
one half mile west and one and a half miles north of 
Stonewall, which was later bought by Mr. Bill Yule. 
There was a fenced in area on the farm, where dad 
used to graze sheep. I remember the time he herded 
twenty or thirty sheep from the railway yards in 
Winnipeg. By nightfall, he had just reached Lilyfield 
so he herded the sheep into the cemetery, closed the 
gate and bedded down for the night. As he jokingly 
said when he got home, "There's nothing like good 
sheepskin to keep one warm." 

Our mother was dad's inspiration and his guiding 
light. Between them they saw that we attended Sun
day School and church regularly and kept up our 
grades at school. Music lessons were part of our 
every day routine as well. 

After a number of years of ill health, mother 
passed away at the age of forty-nine in 1936. Dad was 
very lonely and spent most of his time at the farm. He 
enjoyed visiting each of us in turn, and seeing his 
grandchildren, but he was happier to be alone with 
his memories. He passed away in 1950 at seventy-two 
years of age. 

Kenning Family 
21-13-2E 

Karst Kenning bought this farm in Oct. 1940 
from Colemans and before that it was the Bennet's. 

Jake Kenning took the farm over in May 1950, 
with all the old buildings, some log. Have all been 
replaced. In 1958 the new bam was built which was 
burned by a tragic fire in January 1978. It was rebuilt 
on the same foundation and they were back in milk 
shipping production within 6 months. 

Herbert and Rhoda Kernested 
submitted by Rhoda Kernested 

Herb was born November 20, 1930 at the Nar-



rows, Manitoba. He was the second of six sons born 
to Johannes and Amthora (Gislason). His family 
farmed on the shores of Lake Manitoba and fished 
commercially during the winter months. It wasn't 
uncommon for someone to fall through the ice at 
least once during the season, but somehow they 
survived. These experiences probably contributed to 
his dislike of fishing for fun. 

Herb graduated in Agriculture from the Univer
sity of Manitoba in 1956. He was very involved in 
student activities and was Senior Stick of his graduat
ing class. In September 1956 he came to Teulon as 
Agricultural Representative, a position he held until 
1971 when he was appointed Livestock Specialist for 
the Interlake. 

On October 27, 1956 he married Rhoda Douglas 
in Gainsborough, Saskatchewan. Rhoda was born 
July 23, 1933 at Lampman, Saskatchewan. After 
graduating from the University of Manitoba in 1955, 
in Home Economics, she worked as Home Agent at 
Hallock, Minnesota, U.S.A. until their marriage. 

They had three children. Deborah Lee born De
cember 22, 1957, is a graduate of Health Sciences 
Centre of Nursing and works as an R.N. in Win
nipeg. 

Douglas Neil was born March 13, 1960. Doug 
was a Grade XII student when he died in a traffic 
accident on November 5, 1977. 

Carla Dawn was born March 29, 1962 and is a 
student at the University of Winnipeg. 

Herb actively participated in community affairs. 
He was a charter member of Teulon Golf and Country 
Club and served as treasurer of the club as well as 
Teulon United Church for over twenty years. Al
though he suffered a stroke in 1964, he mastered 
writing with his left hand, and continued as usual. He 
was active in the Chamber of Commerce, Curling 
Club, minor hockey league, The United Church and 
Teulon Village Coun€il for two years. He enjoyed the 
horses he had for a number of years. No matter how 
difficult they could be to handle or how furious they 
could make him, they could always count on a can of 
oats and a kiss on the nose. 

Herb died of cancer on January 3, 1980. 
Rhoda is a district Home Economist at Stonewall 

for Manitoba Agriculture. 

The Kiel Story 
submitted by Rose Kiel 

Through the years the Kiel family tried their hand 
at everything from mixed farming to owning a pool 
hall, but through all their changes of place and pro
fession they have always been thankful that they 
reached Canada at all. 

The KieIs left Rovno, Russia (now Poland) in 
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Standing: Uncle Emil Kiel. Left to Right: Emil, Henry, Tillie, 
Emelia holding Rudy. In front: Winnie. 

1911 to seek their future in the country of promise 
Canada. Henry Kiel (Emil and Rudy's father) had 
brothers already in Winnipeg who had paid for Henry 
and his family to come to Canada. Henry, his wife 
and seven children travelled to Rotterdam, Holland 
but missed the ship that was to take them across the 
ocean. They waited for two weeks in Rotterdam and 
finally took an empty freight ship going to Montreal. 
Instead of the usual eight day trip this ship took 
seventeen days to reach its destination. 

In the meantime Henry's family in Winnipeg got 
word that the ship Henry was supposed to be on had 
sunk in the Atlantic. After they had all but given up 
hope that they'd ever see their family again they 
received a wire from Montreal telling them that 
Henry and his family had taken the later ship. 

The Kiels took the train to Winnipeg. They lived 
on 29 Patrick Street for one and a half years before 
moving to their first farm in Willow Creek. Henry 
and Amelia had two more children after moving to 
Willow Creek. The children went to school in 
Willow Creek but only a few of them made it to grade 
eight. Henry and his family farmed at Willow Creek 
for 27 years in all. Most of the children eventually 
left to raise their own families in different areas. 
Adolf and John moved to Ardel, Saskatchewan. Tillie 
married and moved to Winnipeg as did Winnie and 
Helen. Martha married and moved to Vancouver and 
Rudy the youngest of the family married, worked in 



Winnipeg. Rudy now lives in Komamo and is re
tired. In 1919 Emil, then 17 years old, went to Sas
katchewan to work as a farm laborer for $60 a month. 
When it got too cold to thresh he came back to 
Willow Creek to work with his Dad on the farm. 

The Kiels bought a threshing machine in 1928 
and worked for farmers as custom threshers. They 
threshed for farmers in the Pleasant Home area for 
about nine years. During this time Emil had been 
visiting the Golden Bay area where he met his future 
wife, Elsie Schmaltz. Emil and Elsie were married 
October 15, 1932. Emil took his new bride back to 
Willow Creek where they farmed with his parents. 

A few years later Emil and his father sold the 
threshing machine and invested in a saw mill. They 
cut lumber in the Fraserwood area for two years. This 
same saw mill is still in working condition. Emil and 
Rudy then decided to try a new business. In 1936 they 
bought a pool room on Princess and William. They 
operated this together for a year and a half. Emil then 
sold out his share and went to work for Jeske's 
Transfer in Fraserwood. There weren't even roads 
built in most areas at this time. These were long hard 
working days. Emil started at 5 A.M. and worked till 
late at night hauling cattle, hogs and cream. 

By this time Emil and Elsie had two small boys, 
Lawrence and Kenneth. If Elsie wasn't off chasing 
one, then the other would find some kind of trouble to 
get into. After living in Fraserwood for five years 
another son was born Marvin. Then they moved to 
Gunton where they farmed for five years. The boys 
went to school in Gunton in a school van pulled by 
horses. In 1946 Emil decided to sell the farm and 
move to Windsor, Ontario in search of a farm there. 
Agriculture was much different in Ontario, mostly 
tobacco, vegetables and fruit. When they couldn't 
find a farm they chose to go into the hotel business. 
In December of 1946 they bought the Cooper Court 

Emil, ElSie, lawrence, Kenneth, Marvin, 1947. 
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Hotel at Belle River. This kept the whole family very 
busy. Elsie catered weddings and attended people 
staying at the hotel while Emil ran the beverage 
room. Even the boys pitched in. They still tell their 
children about washing dishes after large weddings. 

Emil, being a farmer at heart couldn't stand being 
confined inside a smoke filled pub. In the fall of 1947 
he decided to return to the farm in Manitoba where he 
really wanted to be. They sold the hotel and bought 
Pete Olson's farm in the Teulon area, the same farm 
that Emil and Elsie live on now. The land was good, 
friends and family were near and again they had the 
freedom of running their own farm. When Emil and 
Elsie sit back and reminisce about years gone by they 
remember rising early in the morning to face hard 
days of work that didn't end until long after the sun 
had set. They remember the three day weddings and 
late parties with their friends, neighbors and relatives 
from the city, with plenty of Elsie's good food to 
satisfy all. And they remember their children grow
ing up, faster than they ever thought possible. They 
still tell stories about the "boys when they were 
young" Elsie sighs and smiles when she talks about 
how Lawrence used to love to wait and watch the 
trains passing through Fraserwood. That would have 
been fine, but he always tried to watch for them while 
standing on the track. Emil laughs as he tells his 
grandchildren how their Uncle Marvin used to sneak 
into the car or truck and take down the mileage before 
Kenneth or Lawrence would go anywhere on a Satur
day night. He'd check it again Sunday morning and 
report the news at breakfast. Everyone thought Ken
neth was quiet, but he had a real bad case of puppy 
love and wanted to get married at age 14. When 
Marvin was around 5, he was quite a wheelerdealer 
- he traded 4 chickens for 2 kittens. 

Emil and Elsie's three boys are married now and 
have their own stories of bygone days. Lawrence, the 
oldest of the three married Rose Hirsekorn in 1958. 
They have one daughter, Deborah and two sons, 
Douglas and Dennis. All three of them went to 
Komamo Elementary School and then on to Teulon 
Collegiate. Kenneth, the middle son married Mar
lene Langner and they have two sons, Kevin and 
Bradley. Both the boys go to Komarno School. Ken
neth and Lawrence farm together in the Pleasant 
Home area. Lawrence is also the councillor for Ward 
6 (since 1979). Marvin, still considered the baby by 
his mother, married Gladys Baniuk in 1968. They 
now live in Stony Mountain. Marvin drives to Win
nipeg to work at Safeway. 

The Kilgours 
submitted by Mrs. W. Galbraith 

Howard S. Kilgour son of Mr. and Mrs. G. Kilg-



Ivy and Howard Kilgour, 1940. 

our of Greenway, Manitoba and Ivy A. Kilgour 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Crothers of Water
ford, New Brunswick moved from Winnipeg to 
Blackdale on the SW!l4 4-13-3E in December, 1925 
with their four children, Madge, George, Myrtle, 
Muriel. Arthur and Harry were born later at the farm 
home in Blackdale. 

They had a small farm but were known mostly for 
their "raspberry patch" where people came for miles 
to pick raspberries. They also had the Post Office in 
the house. Mr. Kilgour picked up the mail at Stony 
Mountain every TuesJiay and Friday until 1937 when 
John Rushman acted as courier but the mail was still 
sorted and dispersed at the house. Mr. Percy Durham 
carried on as Postmaster after 1938. 

The Irwinton School was situated on the SW 
corner of the property, where all the children at
tended school. 

The family moved to a farm two miles south and 
three miles west of Balmoral on AprilS, 1938. Mr. 
Kilgour passed away on April 27, 1943. Mrs. Kil
gour sold the farm and moved to Winnipeg in 1943. 
She passed away October 29, 1963. Their children all 
received most of their education in either Irwinton or 
Balmoral schools. 

Madge Greta Kilgour worked in Winnipeg and 
later married Harold McConnell of Winnipeg in 
1938. They had a son George Harold who was born 
December 6, 1942. A daughter Betty Jean (Bonny) 
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McConnell lives in Winnipeg. George married Su
sanne Donisen and they have two children. Madge 
passed away in September, 1968. 

George Robert worked on the farm at Balmoral 
before he joined the Queens Own Cameron Highlan
ders in 1940 and went overseas in 1941. He married 
Mary Oppenheimer of Winnipeg and they have three 
children. 

Back: Harold McConnell. Second Row: Harry, Muriel, Madge, 
Myrtle. Front: George, Mother, Mary and Art. Children: Elaine 
Kilgour and Geo. McConnell. 

Myrtle Margaret worked on the farm until she 
moved to Winnipeg. She married Hector Hunter of 
Sydney, Man. on November 17, 1950. They have five 
children. 

Muriel Anne was a teacher and later married a 
Rosser farmer Wm. Ross Galbraith December 18, 
1948. They have three children - William Bruce, 
Marilyn Mae and Robert Ross. 

Arthur Pearson was born at Blackdale June 9, 
1927. After the family moved to Winnipeg he began 
his working career at Whites Retail Hardware. In 
1950 he married Grace Magnusson of Gimli. 

Harold Howard went to Earl Grey School and 
completed his high school at Kelvin in Winnipeg. He 
married Alice Vautrin September 11, 1954. At the 
time of his death February 8,1960 he was tax assessor 
for the City of Winnipeg. 

The Kings, Tom, Amy and Beatrice 
submitted by Miss B. King 

I am writing the biography of my parents, the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom King, better known to their 
friends as Tom and Amy. In the year 1896 my father 
just 21 years old came to Canada from Hampshire, 
England, with farming in mind. He met the former 
Amy Edwards also from England, and in 1898 they 
were married by the Rev. Woods, Anglican minister 
at Stonewall, thus starting married life together on 



the homestead the NE Y4 sec. 28-15-1E being seven 
miles from Balmoral, and later known as the Ridge
way District. Dad said, "he sharpened the axe and 
spent the winter going to the bush for wood, cutting it 
up into cordwood, and hauling it by team and sleigh 
to Balmoral to Robert Rutherford's store in exchange 
for groceries, and by spring had a good supply in to 
carry them through that summer. " 

Interested in community affairs Dad was soon 
elected to the Meridian school board as their Secre
tary-Treasurer until that school had to close for lack 
of pupils. In 1907 he was nominated to run for Coun
cillor in Ward 4 of the Rural Municipality of Rock
wood - a term he held for four years. He had some 
good gravel roads built by horsepower, his friend and 
successor Billy Jefferson of Gunton continued, and 
one road was named "The Jefferson Highway". 

Also in 1907 negotations were being made to 
have a school, later known as the Ridgeway school, 
of which dad was elected Secretary-Treasurer and 
held that position until his death in 1947. Dad was 
interested in raising cattle and changed to the Here
ford breed, and that he improved down through the 
years, selling calves to the Teulon Calf Club to be 
shown at the Brandon Fair. He was also successful in 
raising colts. 

Around the year 1920 a big fire swept through to 
the north of us, this being vacant land and a very dry 
year. Men were out day and night to try and control it. 
Being the month of August many hay stacks were 
burned, however after 3 weeks of turmoil and strife 
the rain came. 

The next year in June whole families came camp
ing from I don't know where. Soon we found that 
they were there to dig snake roots, and they, on going 
to Balmoral soon spread the news that the ground was 
red with ripe strawberries, and it didn't take long 
before the side road was lined up with cars. I thought 
that I would go too, 'and picked the making for thirty 
five quarts of jam which was used as a filling in a 
special layer cake. 

At this time mother was busy tending the cream 
and making butter, packed in two gallon crocks and 
shipped by train to Kenora, Ontario to private cus
tomers. Later on the crocks had to be crated, and 
shipping cream to Winnipeg was the thing to do, so 
we did just that, and later the Teulon Creamery sent a 
truck around three times a week to gather the cream. 

I was interested in raising Bronze turkeys for 
breeding purposes and the Christmas market. I am 
getting ahead of myself. In the pioneering years there 
was always a helping hand received and given. 
After the logs were selected and peeled, then the 
Bee, (the raising of a building), when neighbors 
came to help put up the building taking great pride in 
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who could mortar the best comer, no money was 
exchanged just the helping hands. This also applied 
to threshing time when the big steam engine was 
used, neighbor helped neighbor coming with team 
and wagon racks. Dad was a shareholder in the Syn
dicate threshing machine. When the little gasoline 
outfits came along, the big steam engine was sold to 
be used for brush breaking. 

The Kings off to church, 1914. 

My parents were confirmed Anglicans and at
tended church when possible, first to St. John's 
Brant, Ridgeway school, and at the last Gunton 
United for the summer months. I am a member of the 
Stonewall United Church, I served as Treasurer of the 
U.C.W. for ten years, and for Official Board six 
years. 

Mother and I moved to Stonewall in September, 
1949 where she enjoyed fairly good health until her 
death in 1967, at the good old age of 96 years. I enjoy 
living in the town of Stonewall among good friends, 
but that does not say I have forgotten old Ridgeway. 
When a wedding or an anniversary is coming up, I am 
always thrilled and happy to receive an invitation, 
and there I meet former friends. When Mother and I 
were leaving Ridgeway, a farewell party was held at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Hibbitt; Mrs. William 
Fines reading the address, and Mr. Andy Jeffery 
presented a lovely case of flatware from the com
munity. The Ridgeway school pupils made and pre
sented to Mother and I a shell brooch, under the 
supervision of their teacher Mrs. Ainsley Main. 

These are the memories of yesteryear. 

The August Kletke Story 
submitted by Helen Kletke 

Christian Kletke (August's father) was born in 
Poland on January 13,1857. Christian's parents were 



Friedrich Kletke (died 1 June 1877); and Helen 
Kletke (nee Barz) (died 9 December 1867). Helena's 
parents were Jacob and Caroline Kesling (nee Gus
wastke). To the best of our knowledge they were all 
born in Government Block Cichanow, Poland. About 
1894 Christian decided to emigrate to Canada. He 
originally began work in Gretna. Some time in 1898 
he sent for his wife Anna (nee Kesling) and his six 
children: Christian, Helena, Adolf, John, Rudolf and 
Jacob. It seems that Christian had been a parochial 
school teacher while in Poland. While living at Gret
na, a sixth son, Henry, was born. They also lived for 
a short period of time on a farm at Gruenthal. Then in 
1900 he moved once again. This time to Rosenfeld 
where they bought a farm Section 24-3-1W, and it 
was here that William (Bill) and August were born. 
August was born 1 April 1902. They had a mixed 
farm of horses, cows, chickens and pigs. It was on 
this farm that a unique type ofbuHding, 32 x 52, was 
erected. The living quarters were on the south end, 
then an adjoining room and then the barn was on the 
north end. Regular cereal crops were grown. August 
recalls attending school at Hoffnunsthal #1136. 
(This school was later renamed Hope Vale.) Anna 
passed away on the 4 January 1910 so the children 
learned to do a variety of chores, washing the clothes, 
mending, even baking bread. For a number of years 
Henry, Bill and August farmed on their own, until 
each one of them found a bride. August suddenly was 
making a couple of trips to Beausejour and soon his 
brothers realized that he too had found someone 
speciaL Her name was Edith Schroeder. They were 
married by Pastor Mikklson in the Lutheran Church 
in Green Bay on March 10, 1926. This is near Beau
sejour. Edith's parents were Henry and Juliann 
Schroeder (Dreger). August brought his bride to 
Rosenfeld and they continued to farm on the home
stead quarter. 

During the early 1930's times were hard and your 
school lunch consisted of bread spread with lard and 
salt and peppered. For a treat you sometimes had 
homemade jam. A regular excursion in the fall was a 
trip to Morden to pick fruit apples, plums, etc. 
The apples were kept in a wooden barrel and then 
they would last for a considerable length of time. 

The soil at Rosenfeld is very different from here 
at Teulon. In the summer when it rained the ground 
would be extremely sticky and heavy. Sometimes 
while herding the cows, the children would make 
men out of mud; similar to a snowman. 

The children attended school at Rosenfeld but 
there also was what was called "Saturday School". 
The minister of the Lutheran Church, Rev. Kietel, 
taught German both written and oral. 

School was about a mile away from home. In the 
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winter the older children took the horse "Daisy" and 
the sleigh to school and then would send the horse 
back home to the farm. When it was near to closing 
time for school, Dad would hitch "Daisy" up and 
send her to school for the children. Needless to say, 
they were always waiting for this faithful old horse. 

Threshing time was always exciting work 
crews came in with as many as six stook teams plus 
numerous field pitchers. The women of the neighbor
ing farms all helped one another during these thresh
ing times and oh the feasts they prepared. By 1943 
times were improving so Dad bought his first com
bine, a pull type. Shortly after he was fortunate to 
own a new A R John Deere Tractor. 

The land in Rosenfeld is very heavy and after 
losing a few crops due to flooding, Dad began to look 
for a farm in a different area. Then one Sunday his 
brother-in-law, Leo Jeske and his wife Wanda 
(Edith's sister) came for a visit and told of the won
derful land in the Teulon area that was for sale. In 
November 1943, Dad drove to Teulon in his 1934 
Chevy Sedan and was very pleased with the farm Leo 
took him to see. On January 15, 1944, he returned to 
Teulon and purchased the John N. Campbell farm. 
On October 17, 1944, after completing the harvest in 
Rosenfeld, he moved his family and all his belong
ings to Teulon. What an adventure! Neighbors came 
to help with the move. There were at least trucks. 
Furniture, cattle, feed and everything Dad owned, 
was moved all at one time. 

The scenery at Teulon was a real wonder to be
hold. Trees were plentiful whereas at Rosenfeld trees 
were very scarce, except those planted in the yard 
sites. It wasn't many days after moving however, that 
the children were sent off to school. Jenny Baley 
(now Gretchen), was our new teacher and the change 
from 27 students to 11 was considerable. Although in 
Rosenfeld many farmers were using tractors to do 
most of their field work, it was noted that here there 
were numerous horses still being used. Many farm
ers still had 6 to 8 horses. Conditions continued to 
improve, therefore farming at Teulon was a great 
change! The soil conditions were easier to cope with 
and spring flooding was not a serious problem any 
more. 

The Rosenfeld area offered no wild hay. The 
cattle were fed clover and oat sheaves, but here we 
experienced cutting wild hay in what is still known as 
the "Bog". There we would cut, rake and stack the 
hay and then during the winter would haul it home to 
feed the animals. 

Children born to August and Edith were: Velma 
(Mrs. Alvin Gurr - born 7 August 1927, died 21 
December 1966); (Children: Ronald and Kenneth); 
Elimina (Mrs. Roy Gauthier, Yarrow, B.C. Born 21 



August Kletke Family. Back Row, L to R: August, Edith, 
Elmina. Second Row: Joyce, Velma, Herb, Harold. Front: 
Marilyn, Ivan. 

May 1930), (Children: Camelia and Simone); Harold 
Harvey (married Shirley Stutski born 24 July 1932), 
(Children: Jerry and Lynn); Herbert Theodore (mar
ried Helen Holmstrom born 20 July 1934), (Children: 
Darrell, killed in a traffic accident in November 1977 
and Glenn); Joyce Violet (Mrs. William Measor, 
Calgary, Alberta born 17 October 1936), (Children: 
Donnie Lea, Kim and Shawn. Joyce's first husband 
Ron Koll passed away in 1971): Marilyn Joan (Mrs. 
Jack Warkentin born 26 April 1940), (Children: 
Wayne, Tim, Paul, Debbie and Terry); Ivan Lloyd 
(married Gail Lemoine born 3 April 1945), (Chil
dren: Garth (died in 1971) Brent, and Dana). 

In 1959 the farm was sold to Herb. Edith and 
August moved to the Al Briggs farm located 1 mile 
east and 1 mile north ofTeulon. For a number of years 
they continued to milk cows and feed some chickens. 
They even had a pet lamb and a couple of ponies for 
their many grandchildren to enjoy. 

August and Edith looked forward to moving to 
Gateway Manor in July 1981, but due to ill health, 
Edith was unable to join her husband at Gateway. She 
went to be with her Lord in October 1981. August 
continues to reside at Gateway. 

The Herb Kletke Story 
Herb was born in Rosenfeld, on the 20 July 1934 

to August and Edith Kletke, and moved with the 
family to Teulon in 1944. He continued to farm with 
his parents but on occasion, during the winter 
months, would work for McCabe Grain. Sometimes 
too he would work for the neigbors. His father owned 
an HD 5 Cat, and one time in particular that he 
remembers, is when he built the lane for Alex Jack. 
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Herb and Helen Kletke and Family. 

On October 27, 1956 he married Helen 
Holmstrom from Inwood. They lived in Winnipeg 
for three years. Herb worked for Winnipeg Supply 
and Fuel and then for Manitoba Bridge but he never 
forgot his dream that perhaps one day he would be 
able to farm. Meanwhile, Helen was employed by 
Great- West Life Assurance Co. Then in 1957 Herb 
had the opportunity to purchase a V4 section of land 
from Fred Goodman (9-16-3E). Now he was one step 
closer to realizing his dream. In the spring of 1959 
Herb purchased the home quarter 12-16-2E and then 
rented from his dad what was and still is known as the 
"Pete Hill Farm" SW V4 12-16-2E. 

Herb went home to help put the crop in in 1959 
but Helen did not move to Teulon until the fall. Now 
we had to farm in earnest with a few cattle, hogs and 
chickens (mainly for hatching eggs, which we were 
able to sell to Ellison's Hatchery). 

Suddenly during a summer storm in 1960, trag
edy struck. Our chicken barn was struck by lightning 
and we lost our flock of about 200 laying hens. 
However, even today we consider ourselves fortunate 
that the entire yard did not burn since there was a 
strong south wind the night of the fire. 

In 1964 Herb purchased the Sam Loughery farm 
13-16-2E. The same year we put plumbing into the 
house and while doing some remodelling found a 
number of newspapers and magazines from 1912 and 
1913. 

Then during the winter of 1967 Herb decided he 
would like to clean his own seed grain so began 
cleaning with a Bulldog fanning mill and a blanket 
cleaner. Over the next few years he expanded the 
cleaning operation - putting an addition on the 
original barn and updating the cleaning equipment. 
He realized that we would either have to clean grain 
or else continue with the livestock and hogs, but that 
we could not do both. Consequently the cattle and 
hogs were sold. In the early years of cleaning it was 



mostly custom work - cleaning cereals for seed for 
local farmers. In the later years it changed to contract 
cleaning for companies from Winnipeg. Now 
cleaned canary, in 100 lb. bags is loaded in containers 
and shipped to various parts of the world - England, 
Spain, Brazil, etc. 

In 1974 we moved into our new house and the 
original house was moved to Reaburn, just east of 
Balmoral. 

We had two sons Darrell, born 20 December 
1960 (killed accidentally in November 1977) and 
Glenn, born 1 November 1962. 

The Laing Family 
submitted by George and Mary Laing 

R. D. Laing Home, 1910. 

R. D. Laing (Bob) started farming on 5-13-2E in 
the Municipality of Rockwood in 1910. He was active 
in the Agricultural Society, was engaged in farming 
raising foxes, mink, martin, taking many prizes. As 
well he had large White Chester pigs, cattle, horses, 
sheep, five breeds of dogs, geese, ducks, turkeys, 
bees, six breeds of chickens taking part in shows in 
and around the province. 

Bob married Elizabeth Learie of Winnipeg in 
March of 1911. They had six children Allison, Doug
las (deceased), George, Mary (deceased), Margaret 
(deceased) and John. Bob passed away in January 
1958 and Elizabeth (Bessie) in Feb. 1960, Douglas 
1951, Mary 1974 and Margaret 1925. 

Allison married Hamilton Nelson of Lilyfield. 
They have three children Joan, David, and Irene. 
They are all married. Hamilton served in the army 
overseas for a time. They are now retired and live in 
Winnipeg, Man. 

Douglas married Winnie Galbraith of Rosser in 
November 1939. They had two children Roberta, and 
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Douglas Jr. Douglas Sr. passed away in September 
1951 of injuries he received in a plane crash when 
Dougie was only two weeks old. Both are married 
now. 

George joined the army and in December 1941 he 
married Mary Ellen, daughter of the late Henry and 
Annie Sund of Woodlands. They have two children. 
Norma Agnes, attended Phipps, Grosse Isle and 
Stonewall schools, was very active in 4-H and serv
ing. She later took a course in Key Punch and went to 
work for the Motor Vehicle Branch of the Manitoba 
Government. In May of 1966 she married Bill, son of 
John and Frances Ridgeway of Grosse Isle. For a time 
they lived in Winnipeg, later moved to Grosse Isle 
where they bought the farm of A. 1. Allen. They had 
five children Tracy, Kelly, Beth and twin sons, 
Robert and Richard. Richard passed away at four 
months of age. Norma, Bill and family are busy with 
community affairs. 

George Garnet, attended school at Phipps and 
Winnipeg for a time. He worked at the Children's 
Hospital for a number of years and in April 1973 he 
married Lindsae, daughter of Jack and Irene McIvor 
of Stony Mountain. They have two children, Ryan 
and Sherri. Garnet farmed with his father George for 
a number of years. They raised pigs, cattle, and 
chickens. Now he has taken over the farm. He still 
has cattle, also drives a bus for the Interlake School 
Division. Garnet, Lindsae and family are busy with 
community things in Stonewall where the children 
attend schooL George worked at Bel Acres Golf 
course for two summers and enjoyed it very much, 
but has retired now. They attend Lilyfield United 
Church. Mary is active in the U.C.W. ladies' group, 
Mount Lildon W.I., also is a Director of the Agricul
tural Society and is on the Stonewall and District 
Hospital Ladies' Board. George and his wife still live 
on the family farm. 

Mary married Elwyn Clark of Teulon in April 
1937. They also ran a fox and mink ranch like that of 
her father. They had two daughters Elizabeth and 
Allison Jean, they are both married. Elwyn passed 
away in April of 1953. A few years later, Mary 
married Harold Shantz of Toronto, Ont. They retired 
to Sun City, Arizona and in 1974 Mary passed away 
there. 

Margaret passed away in 1925 at a very early age. 
John married Jean, daughter of Robert and 

Lillian Oughton of Stonewall in Oct. 1947. They live 
on SW Y4 32-12-2E Lilyfield. They have two daugh
ters Donna and Patricia, both married. John served 
overseas in the Navy. 

They attend Lilyfield United Church. Jean is a 
Director in the Agricultural Society and on the Stone
wall and District Health Hospital Board. 



The Henry Last Family 
submitted by W. J. Buchanan 

Henry 1. Last was born on June 14, 1852, in Galt, 
Ontario. His mother was Sarah Ann Alp and is buried 
in the old Victoria cemetery. His first marriage was to 
Elrissa Wood who was born in 1861 and died on 
February 4, 1884 at Brant, Manitoba. From this 
marriage there was one daughter, Edith, who resides 
with her daughter Sophie in Winnipeg and celebrated 
her lOath birthday last November. 

Henry's second marriage was to Sarah Godson on 
October 25, 1884 at Brant, Manitoba. Sarah was 
born on July 18, 1855 and died on April 7th, 1925. 
From this marriage there were eight children namely: 
Emily, May, Joseph, Sophia, Harry, Hilda, Wilfred 
and Philip. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Last. 

Henry came to Manitoba in 1884 and first lived 
on section 20-15-1 Won the shores of Shoal Lake. He 
then moved north of Argyle where he milked several 
cows and had a cheese factory. He donated a few 
acres of land where the St. John's Anglican Church 
now stands. 

Three of his daughters Emily, May and Edith 
married three Miller brothers and settled in the area. 
Sophie married Jim Henderson while Hilda married 
Jim Strong. Joseph married a nurse by the name of 
Florence Patterson and Wilfred and Philip married 
cousins Maggie and Gertrude Good respectively. 

As members of the Philip Last family we would 
like to tell a little about his history. Philip was born on 
January 16, 1897 and married Gertrude Good on 
December 27, 1922. Gertrude was born October 31, 
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Mr. and Mrs. Philip Last. 

1901 the daughter of Robert Good. They took over the 
house that was built for Harry Last but two weeks 
before Harry was to have been married to Jennie 
Boyd he died of pneumonia. Philip and Gertie had 
three children Ethel, Elboume and Donald. Ethel 
married Bill Buchanan in October, 1946. Elboume 
married Jean Buchanan in June, 1951. Bill and Ethel 
have 3 children Brenda, Janice and Bruce. Elboume 
and Jean have 4 children Sheila, Leona, Donna and 
Murray. Donnie who remained a bachelor resides on 
the home place. Philip was a very community mind
ed person, dedicated to his church and a faithful 
member of the Masonic Lodge. He also served on the 
first Interlake School Board for several years. 

The Calder Family 

William Calder. 



William Calder was born in Islay, Scotland in 
1845 and immigrated to Ontario in 1872 where he met 
and married Isabella Fletcher of Oro, Ontario. In 
1878 Mr. Calder moved to Manitoba and acquired a 
homestead NE 20-13-lE in Grassmere, now oc
cupied by Ron Unger and family. His wife and two 

Mrs. Calder with Catherine and Tom. 

children joined him there in 1880. This farm was later 
owned by Alex Calder and it was here that many of 
the Grassmere picnics were held. When the dances 
were held in the Grassmere school the horses were 
often stabled here. The Calders had five children 
namely; Tom, Catherine, Alex, Isabel and John. 

Isabel was the only one who had any family. She 
married Alex Buchanan in 1920 and they had four 
children; William, Jean, Harvey and Roy. 

The Lawrence Family 
by Mr. A. Lawrence 

William and Amelia (Millie) Lawrence came to 
Balmoral in the fall of 1910 and settled four miles 
west on NWl4 4-15-lE where they farmed until 1946. 
This was a rather picturesque spot with its long deep 
ravine and year round coulee of water where the birds 
would sing, the deer would come to drink, and at 
dusk the woods would ring with the call of the whip
poor-will. 
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William and Amelia Lawrence. 

Our dad came from Scotland at age 19. He 
worked for the C.P.R. as a blacksmith shoeing mules 
for building grades and laying track near Revelstoke, 
B.C. He said that many a mule was lost over the edge 
of the mountain. Dad was also a carpenter at which 
trade he was working in Winnipeg when he met a 
lovely lady from Little Britain, Ontario, who later 
became our mother. 

When they came to Balmoral they had five sons; 
William 11 years, Albert 9, Edward 7, Alf 4 and Cliff 
2 months. Born on the farm five years later were twin 
boys - Allan and Arthur and being identical caused 
quite some interest. Well that was not all five years 
later a daughter Mary came along to complete the 
family of seven boys and one girl. 

The Lawrence boys and Mary, 1931. 



In those days it was nothing for dad to hitch up the 
team of horses at 3:00 a.m. and head for Winnipeg 
over 35 miles away with a wagon load of produce and 
bring back other supplies. It was a big two day trip. 
Many a load of cord wood was hauled by team of 
horses to Stonewall (25 mile round trip) on cold 
winter days. 

Our family grew up working together and playing 
together. We had our own orchestra (we all played 
something) and we played at many local functions 
and house parties. This included Argyle, Balmoral 
and of course we cannot forget Ridgeway though the 
old school is no longer there. 

For many years the boys maintained a skating 
rink on the coulee and set up a rink house with an old 
stove in it. This was enjoyed by neighbors near and 
far. This was just one example of how "in the good 
old days" people entertained themselves when 
money was scarce. 

In the horse and buggy days sickness was a fright
ening thing when the nearest doctor, a much over
worked man, was thirteen miles away. So the women 
of the district acted as mid-wife or nurse to their 
family or neighbors, and our mother was always 
willing to help where sickness struck. 

Our parents spent their twilight years in a little 
house on Ed's farm NE of Argyle. In 1956 at age 89 
dad passed away and three years later, at age 81, 
mother followed. At time of writing 1981, the family 
is all living and well enough, with the oldest 82 and 
the youngest 61 to still enjoy our family reunions 
where we all get together, play music, visit and talk of 
old times. In miles the family settled quite far apart: 
Allan and Jackie of Camano Island, Wash., U.S.A., 
Cliff of Ashcroft, B.C., Bill and Florence, Kelowna, 
Mary and John of Calgary, Alf and Evelyn, Stone
wall, Bert and Edna and Ed and Mary of Argyle and 
finally Art and Thelma of Balmoral. 

The Art Lawrence Family 
Art Lawrence (son of Wm. Lawrence) and Alice 

Storey were married in 1940 and, with the exception 
of three years, lived all their lives in Balmoral, 
mostly on the NE I-15-lE. Like most of Balmoral this 
was a picturesque spot with its deep coulee and until 
recent years with extra drainage, it was an early 
summer swimming hole and a home for wild ducks 
and jack fish. 

Art and Alice had two sons - Donald and Doug
las. Don was quite interested in music and helped 
keep up the musical tradition of the Lawrence family. 
He played at local functions with Linda Lillies, Cal 
Croy, and sometimes his dad. Don married Joan 
McPherson of Whytewold and settled in Balmoral. 
They have two daughters, Heather and Dawn Marie. 
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Doug married Meryl Sheldon of Stonewall and made 
their home in St. Albert, Alberta. They have a son 
Brent and a daughter Dana. Doug and Meryl were 
much too busy with curling and other sports to bother 
with music. 

Art was a partner with 1. D" Mollard in the build
ing of Central Sales and Service garage in Balmoral 
in 1947 and spent a few years running his own PSV 
transfer business. In 1949 Ron Jeffery and Aldus 
Preston bought this garage and very successfully 
operated a good helpful service, a real asset to Bal
moral. In 1963 Walter Peters purchased it and now 
runs a good clean business. 

In 1953 while farming and working in Winnipeg 
Art came down with polio. This was a frightening 
experience but, thanks to his two sons and a good and 
faithful wife, was nursed back to health. At times of 
disability like this, one realizes the true value of 
neighbors and what a wonderful place Balmoral is in 
which to live. Just to look out the window and behold 
so many tractors and equipment blackening down the 
fields, and further back more neighbors picking roots 
off the breaking, is truly a wonderful and uplifting 
experience. 

Art and Alice had 35 good years of marriage and 
were very active in the community. But in 1976 
tragedy struck in the form of cancer and Alice was 
laid to rest. 

Along with misfortune sometimes comes some 
good fortune. Art met a lovely lady, Thelma Hartley, 
of Winnipeg, who became his wife. Thelma had also 
lost her husband, Don, with cancer. This lady 
brought a ray of sunshine into our home and a musi
cal addition as Thelma plays the organ and sings. 
Being retired now they enjoy travelling and nature. 

John E. Limes 1852-1946 
by Mrs. S. Dyck 

Of Irish parentage he was born in Wellington 
County, near Flora, Ontario. As quite a young man 
he arrived at Fort Garry (now Winnipeg) a mere 
hamlet at the junction of Assiniboine and Red Rivers 
in the early summer of 1873. A lasting memory of his 
arrival was the many Indians in their picturesque 
garb, the numerous ox drawn Red River carts, the 
hordes of mosquitoes, the stickiness of the Fort Garry 
mud. His brothers James and George had preceeded 
him to the west, James with the Wolseley expedition 
in 1870 and George in 1872. 

His brothers David and Phillip arrived in the 
years 1874 and 1876 respectively, followed by his 
parents and four sisters in 1877. 

Securing a job with a survey party in the Lake of 
the Woods district he spent the summer there. On 
returning to Fort Garry in the fall he learned that the 



survey of Rockwood had been completed, and the 
land was thrown open for homesteading. 

On arrival here, a good portion of the land, more 
especially the East side, or prairie land, had been 
taken up. However he made application and secured 
the NWJl,tof20-13-2E, where he still resided in 1945, 
with one daughter, Mary, at home; and his eldest son, 
Claude, and another daughter Mrs. A. Burnside on 
the farms adjoining. 

L to R: Alex Burnside, John Lillies, Christina Burnside, Wes 
Lillies and Bill Burnside, 1936. 

Other work he participated in was the building of 
Stony Mountain Penitentiary, the construction of the 
C.P.R. from Rat Portage (Kenora) to Winnipeg, also 
in the transport service during the North-west re
bellion of 1885. John LilBes was a member of the first 
municipal council of Rockwood Township. He sat at 
the first court of revision of the municipality, June 
28,1878. The township was only 36 square miles and 
41 voters. The charter for the township, approved by 
officials of Queen ViCtoria, was signed on April 17, 
1878, the first election was held May 21, 1878. 

John E. Limes 1851-1946 
as remembered by William Burnside 

In addition to NW 20-13-2E John also owned NE 
19-13-2E. He married Annie Walker who lived with 
her parents one section north of his. He began home
steading in 1877 receiving his official Dominion 
Land Grant in February 1879. The lath and plaster 
home he built on NW 20-13-2E had four rooms 
upstairs, four rooms downstairs and a dug out cellar. 
The surrounding farm buildings were built stone by 
stone cemented with a mixture of lime, sand and 
water. The farm buildings are still standing over a 
hundred years later. 

The Lillies' eight children attended Rockwood 

263 

School, opposite Rockwood Cemetery, in the warm
er weather as it was too cold to walk to school in the 
winter. 

The first-born child was Ernest followed by 
Claude, Ethel, Jack and Rene (twins), Mary, Chris
tena and Roy. 

The Limes' Children's Stories 
as remembered by William Burnside 

In his early thirties Ernest worked down east near 
Toronto for a while. One day the family received a 
telegram telling of his future arrival by train in Win
nipeg. The family waited at the station every day for 
three weeks. Ernest has not been heard from since. 

Claude, 1889-1978, married Mary Gibson from 
Winnipeg. In 1930 Claude, Mary and their sons, 
George and William, returned from living in Win
nipeg to work on the farm. After ten years of farm 
work they returned to Winnipeg. 

Ethel-May, 1891-1980 married Jack McClung. 
They lived in Winnipeg with their daughter Annie. 
Jack died at Vimy Ridge in France during the first 
World War. Ethel married a second time to Byron 
Vernon. After their daughter Dorothy was born, the 
family moved to New Westminster in British Colum
bia where they owned and operated Vernon's Filling 
Station. 

Jack was born in 1893, a twin to his sister Rene. 
As a young man in 1925, Jack built one of the first 
"modern homes" in this area located on NE 
19-13-2E. Jack farmed his 80 acres for ten years. 
After selling to his brother-in-law, Alex Burnside, he 
moved to the west coast where he lived out his days as 
a bachelor. 

One afternoon the Lillies children were jumping 
out of the loft onto the snow at the east end of the 
bam. Rene landed on a tree stump. She spent the rest 
of her life in a wheel chair. Rene never married, so 
remained at home with her father and sister Mary. 

Mary Elizabeth, 1864-1960, lived in the original 
home with her father, John. After he died, Mary lived 
alone in the house until it was destroyed by fire in 
1952. A squirrel's nest in the attic was thought to be 
the cause of the fire. A small two-room house was 
constructed for Mary, near the remains of the big 
house, where Mary lived out her days. 

Christena Anne, August 2, 1895-0ctober 22, 
1979 married Alexander Farley Burnside Decem
ber 22, 1922, and lived in Winnipeg. Their one and 
only child, William John, was born in 1925. In 1935 
the family moved into the house that her brother Jack 
built. The moving van brought the furniture from 
Winnipeg down the old number seven highway (now 
#236) and stopped one mile west of their destination 
as it was storming. The furniture was transferred to 



L to R: Ethel and Jack McClung, baby daughter Annie, Claude, Mary, John, Jack, Roy, Christen a and Rena Lillies (sitting), 1912. 

horse-drawn racks for the remainder of the journey. 
Alex began with a few animals, eventually build

ing up a prize-winning Jersey cow herd. 
At age fourteen Bill survived polio without se

rious side effects. 
Roy Alonzo, 1899-1967, married Gertrude Cope

land in 1920. They received an eighty-acre parcel of 
land (presently owned by Mr. and Mrs. 1. S. Ander
son) from Roy's father as a wedding present. Their 
children Irene and Orville were born in 1921 and 1923 
respectively. After twenty-six years of mixed farm
ing Roy and his family moved to New Westminster 
where Roy worked at the brewery. 

William John Burnside July 31st, 1925 
Bill married Blanche Margaret Grieve of Edin

burgh, Scotland. The wedding was held 11th of 
January, 1956 in Granton Parish, after which they 

. honeymooned in the British Isles visiting many of 
their relatives. They boarded the luxurious Saxonia 
Liner destined for Montreal. After enjoying the 
week-long cruise, a train journey brought them to 
Winnipeg. 

Bill and Blanche lived with his mom and dad for 
two years during which time their daughter, Sheila 
Joan, was born. They moved into their own house 
close by his parents' house. At this time Bill was a 
relief driver for Rockwood-Victoria Co-op. 
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Bill and Blanche Burnside. 

Bill and his dad built a new bam in 1958. There 
were sixteen double stalls, two box stalls, a pump 
house, a milk house and a spacious loft. From the 
distance it looked like a silver bam as aluminum 
siding was used. 



John Alexander was born February 17th, 1959, 
and Mary Jean was born March 4th, 1960. Jean is the 
first red-head in the family since her great-grand
mother who also was born on March the fourth. 

Blanche and the children moved to Scotland in 
1961. Bill took over the operation of the farm alone in 
1962 after his father died. 

In anticipation of his family's return, Bill pur
chased a twenty-four foot by thirty-six foot one-room 
school building in Beausejour which he began re
modelling in 1971. 

Blanche and the children returned just prior to 
Christmas 1971. They lived with Bill's mother, Chris
tena, in her home. 

The following summer Bill, Blanche, John and 
Jean moved into their new home, also located on NE 
19-13-2E, while Sheila stayed with her grandmother. 

The Jersey cows and quota were sold the summer 
of 1978. All that remained were some young stock. 

For five weeks in the fall of 1978 Blanche's moth
er, (Grandmother Grieve) visited from Scotland. The 
Burnsides saw more of Manitoba in that short time 
then they had seen in the previous six and a half 
years. 

Blanche and Bill celebrated their Silver Wedding 
Anniversary Sunday 11th of January, 1981. They din
ed with their family at the International Inn. The rest 
of the evening was spent with the family back at 
home. 

The second fire in family history happened Tues
day, February 10th, 1981. The temperature was 

32°C with a southwesterly wind. The bam was on 
fire. Firemen rescued all the animals. Calves were 
taken to a friend's bam while the rest of the cattle 
were herded to the old stone bam across the road. 
The pump house and milk house were the only part of 
the bam untouched by fire. Later that year a smaller 
bam was built adjoining the pump house on part of 
the foundation of the bam that burned. 

The Rockwood Agricultural Society presented 
Mr. and Mrs. W. 1. Burnside with a gate sign to honor 
the family having a hundred-year-old farm, Novem
ber 28th, 1981. The Honorable Harry Enns and 
Councillor Bill Yule presented the award. 

Sheila Joan Burnside November 12th, 1956 
Sheila married Harry Adam Dyck of Eriksdale, 

on Saturday the 20th of August 1977 in the old 
Stonewall United Church. Earlier that summer Harry 
started to build their home on the original homestead 
site. Sheila and Harry received their three acres as a 
wedding present from her dad. 

Harry is an auto mechanic by trade presently 
working in Winnipeg. 

Their son Ivan Spencer was born Monday, 

265 

Sheila Dyck with son Ivan. 

November 12th, 1979 the first grandchild for the 
Burnsides. 

Ivan won third prize in the baby contest at Stone
wall Fair in July 80. He also accepted a certificate and 
plaque honoring one hundred-year-old farms in the 
area. Bill Yule presented the award for the "Lillies
Dyck" farm. 

Sheila accepted the accompanying certificate to 
the gate sign award for a hundred-year-old farm, 
November, 1981, at the Rockwood Agricultural So
ciety annual dinner. 

Adam Thomas was born Sunday, December 6th, 
1981. 

The Limes Family 
written by Leslie Lillies 

The Lillies family came to the Rockwood district 
from near Elora, Ontario. James was the first to 
arrive with the Wolseley expedition in 1870. George 
arrived in 1872, John in 1873, David in 1874 and 
Philip in 1876 and they all took homesteads in Rock
wood on sections 17 and 20-13-2E. 

Their parents John Lillies Sr. and his wife Eliza 
with four daughters arrived in 1877. Daughter Annie 
married Thomas Frankland who became the clerk of 
the Municipality from 1880-1903. 

In 1948 the Rockwood Council held a banquet at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. 0. Lillies in Stonewall. 
The occasion being the 70th anniversary of the Mu
nicipality of Rockwood charter. Mr. John Lillies who 
was in his 96th year was presented with a suitable 
memento as he was the sole survivor of the first 



Rockwood council. Today in Rockwood a grandson 
William Burnside and a great granddaughter Mrs. 
Sheila Dyck reside on land John Lillies held 100 
years ago and have received suitable awards. 

There were many descendan!s of James Lillies in 
the Rockwood and Woodlands Municipalities. 

Philip Lillies married Agnes Harper of Elora, 
Ontario. Their homestead was on NW 17-13-2E. 
They raised five sons; Oscar, Russell, Percy, Alvin 
and Philip. 

To supplement the meager returns on a home
stead, limestones were gathered off the land and 
burned and hauled to Winnipeg where there was a 
ready market. There was also work when the railroad 
came through and work at the penitentiary, and he 
was a teamster in the North-West Rebellion of 1885. 

Mrs. Lillies died in 1889. In 1898 Philip Sr. and 
the five boys, moved 3 miles north, to NW 32-13-2E 

Philip LilBes Sr., 1899. 

Oscar Lillies, Ernie Anderson, Frank Scott. 1915. 
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where they broke some of the land with oxen and 
hauled wood to the quarries in the winter. 

Oscar stayed there farming and in time the other 
boys started farming on S Yz 5-14-2E. 

Russell married Margaret May. He served six 
years on the Rockwood council from 1920-1926. 
They moved to the Balmoral district in 1936 where 
Mr. Lillies died in 1941, and Mrs. Lillies in 1943. 
They had two sons and two daughters; Victor and 
Mary, Mrs. George Camsell of B.c., Evelyn, Mrs. 
Olsen of Teulon and Harvey of Stonewall. 

Percy married Mary Thomas raising a family of 
three boys and one daughter; Harold, Stanley, 
Wilfred, and Gwen. Surviving are Stanley of Win
nipeg, and Mrs. Cromton, of B.C. 

Alvin married Laura Pollock. They moved to 
Stonewall in 1928. Al poured gasoline into the gas 
tanks of the cars on Main Street for many years, 
when he wasn't playing horseshoes on the south side 
of the shop. Mrs. Lillies was known for her hospi
tality and the many gourmet dinners she served to the 
Councillors, teachers, and others. Their son, Arnold 
"Little AI," and wife Vade had the Bake Shop and 
Confectionery in Stonewall from 1963-1978. They 
still reside in Stonewall, as do his sisters, Luella and 
Mabel Mrs. Riley. 

Philip Jr. and family moved to B.C. in 1923. 
Oscar married Edna May, and raised two sons, 

Leslie and Thomas, and six daughters, Florence 
Mrs. Clarence Anderson, Agnes and Frances, Viv
ian Mrs. Thomas Harcus, Lillian - Mrs. Brad 



Brownrigge, and Edna - Mrs. Ted Pinniger. Mrs. 
Lillies died in 1923, and Frances in 1931. 

Oscar entertained at many social gatherings with 
his recitations and stories, and also helped supply the 
music at many gatherings in the "Little red school 
houses" and house parties. There were three schools 
within four miles of home, and for many years he 
filled in for "Santa Claus" , at their annual Christmas 
concerts. He wrote many humorous articles about 
the local citizens, for the Stonewall Gazette and 
Argus. 

He acquired a Case steam engine and separator in 
1913, and so from then on did much threshing 
throughout the district. The steamer was also used 
for breaking the land. 

Oscar spent twelve years on the Stonewall school 
board while his family were attending Stonewall 
school. In 1945, he wrote an article for the Stonewall 
Argus on the "Early Pioneers of Rockwood". For 
some of the information, he interviewed his uncle, 
"Jack" Lillies, who was the sole survivor of the early 
settlers in Rockwood. 

On the day he went to see him, the old gentleman 
was in his 94th year, and was out tuning up his 
fanning mill, to prepare the seed for his 71st crop. 

Oscar (Dad) had many stories. I can remember a 
couple As a young boy going to Rockwood 
school, he was delegated once in a while, to clean the 
slates. When his tum was coming up, he thought ifhe 
had a little extra water with his wet cloth, it would 
improve the operation. His dad had a good squirt oil 
can, that he took to school, hiding it under the cloth, 
till he got away from the front of the class. Then some 
of the water went on the slates, and some on the 
scholars, till the class was disrupted and the teacher, 
Miss Barbara Stratton asked him to come up to her 
desk, where he lost his oil can and received the usual 
punishment. 

One time at Ston~y Mountain, Dad and a couple 
of other boys were tobogganing. R. B. Sinclair, was 
the blacksmith at the Mountain and lived at the bot
tom of the hill. The boys went down the hill, burst 
through the door of his house, and wound up under 
the table where Mr. Sinclair and family were having 
supper. It happens that my wife, Joyce is a grand
daughter of R. B. Sinclair. 

I remember an interesting story that Philip (my 
grandfather) often told me, about when the snow was 
three feet deep, and 30° below at Christmas time. 
They hitched up the oxen to the breaking plough, on 
Chritmas day, and ploughed a furrow, as there was no 
frost in the ground. 

Oscar farmed at NW 31-13-2E until his death in 
1953. Thomas carried on the farming operation till 
1956, when it was sold to Winnipeg Supply and Fuel, 
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Back Row: Philip Lillies Sr., Russell Lillies, Ed Williams. Front 
Row: Oscar Lillies, Percy Lillies, Leslie Limes, Harold Lillies, 
1919. 

for a quarry. Thomas married Grace Bassie, and they 
have two sons and three daughters and reside in 
Mafeking. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Anderson live in Stone
wall and have one daughter, Mrs. Charles Newcombe 
of Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Harcus live south of Stone
wall on SW V4 18-13-2E. They have three sons and 
one daughter - John of Toronto, Thomas Jr. of 
Bissett, and David running the family operation. 
Jane, Mrs. David Turner resides in Winnipeg. Inci
dentally, Mrs. Harcus is only living a mile from 
where her grandparents May, and grandparents 
LiIlies, had homesteaded in the 70's. 

Mrs. Brad Brownrigge lives in Montreal, and 
Mrs. Ted Pinniger at Birds Hili. 

Leslie started farming in the Balmoral district in 
1935. In 1943, he married Joyce Sinclair. They 
moved to SE V4 19-15-2E, where they still reside. 
They raised two boys and three girls - Allan of 
Calgary; Keith, farming and raising turkeys, on the 
home farm; Linda, Mrs. Bruce Robertson of Edmon
ton; June, Mrs. Richard Nelles of Ste. Agathe, and 
Bonnie, Mrs. Clifford Faulk of Vancouver. 

Joyce has given a lot of her time to organizations 
at Balmoral. She helped organize the first girls' 4-H 
club in 1957, in Balmoral, and was head leader for 
twelve years. She is presently treasurer of the Bal
moral Community Club and President of the Rock
wood Agricultural Society. 

There have been many changes, since my dad 
first broke land with oxen, to the modem technology 
of farming today. One of the biggest improvements to 
country living, was when electricity came to our area 
in 1951, bringing many conveniences into the homes, 
as well as on the farms. 



James W. Lindsay 
submitted by Alice Dawson 

Mr. Lindsay was born in Glasgow, Scotland De
cember 27th, 1883. He received his education in 
Glasgow and graduated as a librarian. He came to 
Canada in 1903, settling in Winnipeg where he took 
employment with the T. Eaton Co. He continued 
with the company until 1929 when he decided to buy 
a farm on SW Y4 14-14-lE. 

In 1907 he married Minnie Hartle from the Stone
wall area. Miss Hartle was born in Stonewall August 
19, 1881 daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. Hartle. 

Mr. Lindsay spent a great deal of time in Civic 
affairs. In 1933 he joined the Masonic Order in 
Stonewall and was at one time master of the Lodge. 
He served as councillor of Ward three from 
1948-1956. In this capacity he served his ratepayers 
loyally. In 1940 he became secretary of the Manitoba 
Pool elevators - dates are lacking, so how long he 
served on the executive is unknown. 

Shortly after coming to the farm, he took an 
active part in the St. John's Brant Church. Even 
though services were early Sunday mornings, he 
would be there to carryon as Superintendent of the 
Sunday School. He often walked to these services. 
He was a staunch, loyal Christian, who worked and 
helped to enrich the lives of those who knew him. 

In the early 1940's his work and attention turned 
to creating a Municipal Doctor Area. When Dr. Eve
lyn became municipal Doctor and the area well es
tablished his thoughts turned to building a hospital. 
A Hospital Board was formed in 1950 and he was 
elected chairman. He held this office until 1962 when 
he retired. He was made a life member of this Board. 
His dream had been fulfilled, and this district owes so 
much to this outstanding community worker. With
out his untiring strength and endurance so much 
would have been left undone. 

Mr. and Mrs. ·Lindsay had two children: Glaud 
and Edith. 

Glaud married Ethel Carter, and they carried on 
the farm work, living in the original farm house of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay. The senior Lindsays moved 
into a cottage, close by. Glaud and Ethel remained on 
the farm until 1978, and are now living in Stonewall. 
They have three children: Jim Lindsay, Jean (Mrs. 
Gordon Gillespie), and Grace (Mrs. Hildebrand). 

Edith married Mike Shelfontuk who operated 
and owned a garage in Winnipeg (both deceased). 
They had three children: Joan Anderson, Robert 
Shelfontuk, and Lindsay Shelfontuk. 

The Andrew Lindsay Family 
by Linda Furness 

In the year 1880, Andrew Lindsay and his bride 
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Andrew Lindsay, 1880. 

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Lindsay, wedding in Scotland, 1880. 

arrived from Scotland to make a home in Rockwood 
on what is now the Stan Baer farm, south of Stone
wall. They lived in a tent for six weeks until the log 
house was ready or available. Being a dairyman in 
Scotland, he began dairying here. The first 
Tecumseh School was located on a corner of this farm 
unti1l885 when it was moved to its new site one mile 
farther west. Andrew Lindsay was Secretary of the 
school at that time. From the farm, he later walked to 
the new town of Stonewall to operate a store with his 
partner, Wm. Paterson, also from Scotland, (adver-



tisement of groceries is carried in the September 30, 
1886, copy of the Stonewall News.) The Lindsay 
children, Gamet, Annie, Mysie and Neenie were 
born on the farm before the family moved to live 
above the store in Stonewall on the comer of Main St. 
where the Library is located. Some of the family 
attended Stonewall's first school. 

About 1893 with the boom, Andrew Lindsay 
moved to Estevan, where coal was being mined, to 
operate a store there, but returned to his native Scot
land for another ten years. Was it the lure of the west 
or destiny that brought them back in 1906, this time 
to establish a thriving store under the name of A. 
Lindsay and Son at Stony Mountain? When old 
friends, the Mathesons and the Lindsays met again in 
Grassmere, Gamet Lindsay won the heart of Jessie 
Matheson and made her his bride in 1914. Gamet 
carried on the family business for many years. Miss 
Neenie Lindsay was postmistress during this time. 

Neenie Lindsay, Postmistress, Stony Mountain, early 1900's. 

The family brother and sister exchange was com
pleted when Arthur Matheson, brother of Jessie took 
his bride, Mysie Lindsay, sister of Gamet to his new 
home in Grassmere in 1917. Here they spent a busy 
life for farm, church and community. Annie Lindsay 
remained at home. Gamet's descendants, Margaret 
Morgan and Pat Lindsay and families now live in 
Winnipeg. Marion McCoy, daughter of Arthur and 
Mysie lives in Ottawa with her family and I am 
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privileged to live on the Matheson - Furness Cen
tury farm in the Municipality where my four grand
parents once labored and established the high 
standards and dreams for this good land. 

The Alex Matheson Family 

Alexander and Catherine Matheson. 

When Alex Matheson, 23, with his father John, 
came to homestead on Sec. 12, 13, IE in Rockwood 
in 1873, it was probably not the first time either had 
travelled the area on horseback or oxcart from the 
banks of the Red River. John had come 'as a babe in 
arms' from Scotland with the Selkirk Settlers in 1814, 
and was well known there as a farmer and constable 
of the settlement, and had travelled the country in his 
work. 

On the homestead, with the help of other settlers 
from Ontario, logs were cut and hewed for the first 
log house built on the ridge of land which crossed the 
north quarter. The marriage, in July 1875, of Alex 
Matheson to Catherine McArthur took place at the 
home of the bride's father, Peter McArthur, another 
pioneer settler from Ontario. Following the wedding, 
guests drove with horses and decorated buggies 
about five miles to the new log house to enjoy an 



evening of music and dancing to the tune of the fiddle 
played by the groom's father, John. 

Breaking of land began, ten acres being broken in 
1873 and cultivated from that time on. The farm yard 
was well planned with the gradual addition of barn 
and granary, complete with elevator. Foresight and 
planning led to the planting of a border of spruce trees 
around the yard with some plum and crab trees as 
well. This all provided a suitable setting for the large 
stone house erected in 1904, with 1. Howsam as stone 
mason and 1. F. McCullough as carpenter. Over the 
preceding years Alex and his three sons, Alex, 
Arthur and Willis had gathered with team and wagon 
enough granite boulders from the land until, like the 
first log dwelling, the new house also 'grew off the 
land' . 

Perhaps the first event in the new home in 1905 
was the marriage of the elder daughter, Lala, to Rev. 
David Iverach, a former teacher of Tecumseh School. 
Jessie, younger daughter, became th bride of Garnet 
Lindsay of Stony Mountain. The eldest son, Alex S., 
set up his farm across the road from the homestead 
and Arthur farmed one mile west, Willis remaining 
on the home place. It is noteworthy that these three 
farms are still farmed by Matheson descendants. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Matheson were staunch Chris
tians, and among those whose early desire was to 
establish Grassmere Church in this community in 
1875. They remained life members of the Pres
byterian Church. When in 1885 early settlers realized 
the need for more schools to accommodate the influx 
of settlers, Alex Matheson gave 1V2 acres on the 
corner of the farm for the sum of one dollar to be the 
new site for Tecumseh School. 

The early settlers had their own forms of enter
tainment as we read accounts of wedding receptions 
and presentations. The Mathesons celebrated their 
silver wedding with music and singing, lawn tennis, 
croquet and a football game between the married and 
single men, probably in a hay field. They were fortu
nate to celebrate many more, including their Golden 
Wedding until the final one of 65 years of married 
bliss. 

The Arthur Matheson Family 
submitted by Linda Furness 

Arthur Matheson was raised on the homestead of 
his father, Alex Matheson and received most of his 
education at Tecumseh School with attendance at 
Stonewall High School for awhile in the winter 
months. He helped with seeding from the age of 
thirteen on. When the first Agricultural College 
opened in Winnipeg, in 1906, he felt this was the 
opportunity he wanted and attended the two-year 
course, returning to the farm, the land he loved, 
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Arthur Matheson Home. 

when finished. Knowledge and experience gained 
there, proved useful during his active farm and com
munity life. 

In 1917 he married Mysie, daughter of Andrew 
Lindsay, Stony Mountain and together they estab
lished a well-planned farm site and farm one mile 
from his birth-place. The cutting of oaks, blasting of 
roots, picking of stones and breaking of land made 
for many years of hard work. In winter, horses were 
used for hauling grain to the elevator and wood for 
sale in Stonewall. As a child, I remember playing on 
the piles of lumber and rafters prepared for the con
struction of the new bam. Built for cattle and horses, 
it had a large hay loft with individual waterers for 

Four Horse Team (Arthur Matheson driver). 

cattle and other modern equipment at that time. He 
liked horses and continued to farm with horses until 
retirement. There was always a good driver for the 
buggy or cutter before travel by car became general. 

Arthur was an active member of Grassmere 
Church, acting as Secretary-Treasurer for thirty 
years. He served as a trustee of Tecumseh School and 
a director of the Rockwood Agricultural Society. 
Mysie, a quiet Christian lady, was always active in 
the Grassmere Ladies' Aid. Their family consisted of 



two daughters, who attended Tecumseh and Stone
wall Schools. Marion, Mrs. R. 1. McCoy, lives in 
Ottawa and has two daughters. Linda and her hus
band, Gordon Furness, raised their family of three 
daughters, Phyllis, Patricia and Judith here and still 
farm in Rockwood. 

The Gordon Furness Family 
When Gordon Furness returned to Canada from 

England with his parents, Charles and Martha and 
brother, Walter, they settled on the Jack Cameron 
farm in the Grassmere district in 1938. This was 
across the road from the Arthur Matheson farm and 
so it was that Gordon married Linda Matheson at 
Grassmere Church in 1948. After six years of city 
life, when Willis Matheson and son Alwyn moved 
into Stonewall in 1954, Gordon and Linda returned 
here to begin farm life on the Matheson farm. This 
was the homestead of Linda's grandfather, Alex 
Matheson, who had settled here in 1873. 

Gordon Furness home. 

It was here that the three Furness daughters were 
raised and educated at Tecumseh and Stonewall 
Schools. Phyllis and her husband Richard Lowe have 
two little sons, and live in Charleswood, Patricia and 
Rod Harris, teachers, live in Rockwood and Judy and 
Kevin Cosens live in Ontario. 

As well as the busy years of farming with live
stock and grain, there has always been time for 
church and community work. Gordon was a trustee 
of Tecumseh School and later of Interlake School 
Division when rural transportation of elementary stu
dents began and Centennial School in Stonewall was 
constructed. Linda, too, has always been involved, 
being Secretary of Tecumseh School, Secretary of 
Grassmere Church, 4-H Leader and member of 
Grassmere U. C. W. 

Disaster struck the family in 1965 when the large 
stone house, built by Matheson grandparents was 
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gutted by fire. It had to be rebuilt within the walls, 
with the interior finishing being gradually completed 
over many following years. With the addition of 
some landscaping, it is still a cherished home. Gor
don continues with grain farming and his winter 
hobby of woodwork. 

When Rockwood Municipality celebrated its 
Centennial in 1980, the Matheson-Furness farm re
ceived a gate sign in recognition of more than one 
hundred years as a family farm. Again in 1981, the 
Provincial Government conferred a similar honor. 
And so, with all the years of hard work and toil, there 
comes the satisfaction and joy, indeed the great honor 
of continuing on the chosen soil of grandparents on 
the Matheson-Furness Century Farm. 

George Forbes Mackie - Lilian Mackie 
- Stony Mouintain 
by Trudy Magas 

In every district there is always someone who 
takes a special interest in the district and its people. 

This was George Mackie's contribution. 
He was born in Aberdeen Scotland on January 

13th, 1900 and came to Stony Mountain in 1935. 
During his time in Stony Mountain, he served 18 
years as Trustee for the local School and Divisional 
School Board. He served 25 years on the Hospital 
Board. Having served in the First and Second World 
Wars, he was Past President and life member of the 
Stony Mountain Legion No. 142, receiving the Mer
itorious Service Medal, Past President of the 44th 
Battalion Association representing them in Ottawa 
on the 50th anniversary of the Armistice. He was also 
Past Master of the Masonic Lodge No. 134, and Past 
Worthy Patron Aurora Chapter, Order of Eastern Star 
of Stony Mountain. He also took an active part in 
sports such as soccer, football and fastball. 

George Mackie died on September 18th, 1977. At 
the time of printing of this book, his widow, Lilian 
Mackie and daughter Alwyn Ammeter, together with 
husband Hank, and their children George, Bill, 
Heather and Linda still live in the Stony Mountain 

The MacGarva Family 
Robert Alexander MacGarva and his wife Jean 

and seven of a family left Howell Farm, 
Kirkcudbright, Scotland on May 18, 1928. They 
sailed on the SS Letitia from Glasgow bound for 
Balmoral, Manitoba. On arrival in Canada they trav
elled by train from the East coast to Winnipeg, and 
after a brief visit with Mr. MacGarva's sister in that 
city, they again travelled by train to BalmoraL The 
ladies of the district had gotten together and prepared 
a lovely supper for them in the living quarters of 



Walter Smith's Store, which is now owned by Sid 
Main. 

They settled on Section 2-15-2E where they 
worked and raised the family. One more daughter 
was born to the family, Irene, who was a bit special 
being the only member born in Canada. The farm is 
still in the MacGarva name and is owned by the 
second son, Ronald, of Edmonton. It is farmed by 
the Clearwater Hutterite Colony. 

The oldest daughter, Jean, married Jack Mac
Leod. They had two sons, Ian and Blair. 

Margaret (Peggie) married Ronald Hay, who 
originated in Dundee, Scotland. They lived and 
raised a family of four just N. W. of Balmoral. Two 
boys and two girls, Ronald, Bill and Irene Hay of 
Winnipeg and Mrs. Ted Aime (Helen) of Clan
deboye, Manitoba. 

Anne married John Cavanagh of Rathwell and 
resided in Winnipeg. They had one son, Dennis, of 
Winnipeg. 

Robert married Mildred Florence of the Balmoral 
district and after a few years in the R.C.A.F. they 
settled on Section 7-1S-2E the farm formerly 
owned by Mr. Harry Kettleboro. They had five chil
dren - Robert Rae of Edmonton, Warren Ronald, 
(who passed away accidentally in 1969. He left two 
children - Kenneth and Kimberly of Kamloops, 
B. C.), twins, Denise and Dale. Denise married Allan 
Cannon and they reside at Lockport with their two 
children. Dale married Allan Willis of Teulon, and 
they have three children. Laura Mildred married 
Robert King of Killarney, Man. They have one son, 
Scott Robert and reside at present in Balmoral. 

Christine MacGarva married Edward Brown, 
whose parents were early residents of the Balmoral 
area. They resided in Winnipeg and had three chil
dren - Edward (Sandy), Jean and Wendy. 

Myla MacGarya married Albert Schoffield of 
Clandeboye and have two sons and a daughter. 

Ronald spent many years as an R.C.A.F. pilot. 
He married Marion Brennan of Gananoque, Ontario. 
They reside in Edmonton and have two sons. 

Irene married Garth Foster of Clandeboye, Man
itoba and have five daughters and one son. 

Upon leaving the farm Mr. and Mrs. MacGarva 
moved to Clandeboye and resided on the farm of their 
daughter Irene. 

Mr. MacGarva passed away tragically in the 
spring of 1966 the result of a fire. 

Mrs. MacGarva passed away in 1976. Jean, the 
oldest daughter, passed away in 1977. 

The Mad vor Family 
by Marion Dunbar 

Mr. Angus MacIvor, Balmoral, Man., was the 
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son of Murdo and Marion MacIvor (nee MacKenzie). 
He was born in Call by Stomoway (later taken into 
Stornoway, I believe the Isle of Lewis, Scottish 
Hebrides. He came to Winnipeg in 1888 with his 
papers for his four years training in landscaping and 
greenhouse work. However large estates in Winnipeg 
were scarce so he had no luck in his chosen field. 
Previously he had put in his three terms in the Royal 
Naval Reserve and a period of 18 months apprentice
ship in an Uncle's Tailor Shop. Being inside all the 
time was something he could not stand hence his 
taking up the line he did and not finishing as tailor's 
apprentice. He was taken on by the Mand, N.W. as it 
seemed to be spoken of and given training in laying 
the railway lines on a couple of lines in their area of 
Manitoba. After two or three years these lines were 
taken over by the c.P. Railway. 

He worked for the C.P.R. at Holland, Manitoba 
for a few years and at the time of his marriage in 1897 
he and Mrs. MacIvor moved to Treheme, Manitoba. 
He was called to work at Dominion City for a while 
and Mrs. MacIvor spent most of the time there rather 
than be alone. He was then called to help with the 
work on the line going from Stonewall to Teulon 
Manitoba. While the area near Balmoral was being 
done Mrs. MacI vor came and spent two months at the 
hotel owned by Mr. and Mrs. Skinkle. They were 
very kind and she became acquainted with some of 
the Balmoral residents and she thought it a pretty 
town. She convinced Mr. MacIvor that being in one 
place steady it would be possible to manage on less 
and he should apply for a steady position at Bal
moral. When things were finished at Teulon he came 
to Balmoral and as soon as the C.P.R. had a small 
place for them to live in Mrs. MacIvor came to live 
there. They added a kitchen and bedroom as soon as 
they could on their own, and planted spruce trees and 
lilacs as well as flower gardens and vegetables, fruit 
shrubs and had a cosy spot but later the C.P.R. built a 
larger house a distance to the south as well a place to 
store their (C.P.R.) equipment when not in use. A 
large long platform carried on from a shed to the 
north to some distance to the south for train pas
sengers, (and express and baggage) to come off in 
comfort. A road was cleared for driving into the 
C.P.R. property west of this platform for people to 
bring their cans of cream, cans of milk and other 
things that were going by express. Almost directly 
across on the switch line was a large platform for 
large freight to be loaded into cars spotted there for 
them. A bit north on this switch line an elevator for 
grain was built and the cars for grain were spotted 
there. 

In the meantime the MacIvors had planted Man
itoba Maples, lilacs, shrubs, flower and vegetables 



gardens on about 2Y2 of the five acres and fenced the 
rest off. Some wild fruits and flowers were on a 
couple of acres but most of it was planted for pasture. 
For a time there was an agent but the C.P.R. decided 
to remove him since they thought it was not paying. 

Later it was decided to take over a southeast area 
of the house and install telegraph lines and bring in 
someone able to do everything needed in the line of 
work covered by a station agent. This would be better 
for the customers of the C.P.R. and relieve her of 
worry. 

I think it was in 1905 that the spur was built into 
the brick yard south of Balmoral and that was to be 
kept in condition. 

As years went on more mileage was added for 
each foreman and the number of men to a crew was 
also cut down by the company. 

The line near Stony Mountain was very low at 
first and all crews were called down there in flooding 
times to keep the ties and rails in place while the 
trains went over. It was a dangerous task and later the 
road bed had to be raised to its present height. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. MacIvor were interested in 
church and community work and also enjoyed old 
time dances and skating also the hockey team. Mrs. 
MacIvor was one of those who baked cakes, made 
sandwiches, etc., in those early days so that the team 
would be able to provide a lunch for the visiting team 
before they left for home. The dances were "Balls" 
in those days and many gold engraved cards or invita
tions were around the house for a long time with their 
names as patron and patroness. I was taken to the one 
that was put on in honor of the late Alan McLeod 
V.C. and also a friend of his whom my parents knew 
but whose name has slipped from my memory. Even 
after my Father had to give up skating and dances, my 
Mother continued. If well enough she always went to 
the Christmas afternoon skating party. There were 
many prizes around-home that she won at Balmoral 
and surrounding towns for the Carnival costumes she 
made for herself. 

She worked for the Presbyterian Ladies' Aid of 
the Church later the United Church also the Mis
sionary Society, the Women's Institute as long as it 
carried on. She belonged to the I.o.D.E. and the 
ladies made shirts and P.ls for the Deer Lodge Hos
pital which had started to take in the patients from the 
First World War. We young girls made money to buy 
cotton and made sheets, pillow cases and cotton 
handkerchiefs for men (no tissues in those days). 

Going back some years to 1905 a daughter was 
born, Marion Jane MacIvor on the 18th of February. 
On the 14th of February 1909 a son Malcolm Andrew 
Murdo MacIvor was a Valentine for the family. As 
time went on both joined into Sunday School, church 
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and community affairs and had offices in different 
groups over the years. Malcolm was into sports, 
particularly baseball and hockey. He only had one 
season as a telegrapher in Saskatchewan. As the 
country was into depression he was not called out by 
the C.P.R. again for near nine years. By that time he 
was doing well with Canada Packers and decided to 
stay there. He was still spoken of as Malcolm by 
relatives and old friends but Malcolm was given up 
and the Andrew in his name shortened to "Andy" by 
a lot in Winnipeg, so even if a bit confusing it re
mained that way, until his early death from a heart 
attack. He was survived by his widow Ethel, daugh
ter Catherine Jean (and her husband Sidney Garvie) 
and son Angus Ian MacIvor. He was also survived by 
his sister Marion Jane Dunbar (Mrs. Stewart Rea 
Dunbar) of Winnipeg , Manitoba. Mr: Dunbar passed 
away after near four years in Deer Lodge Hospital on 
the fifth of February 1965. 
area. 

Alex and Vivian MacKenzie 
submitted by Alex MacKenzie 

Alex and Vivian were both born in Balmoral, 
Alex the third son of Peter and Mary MacKenzie and 
Vivian the third daughter of Sidney and Rose Hollo
way, all of Balmoral. Alex and Vivian were married 
in 1940 in Balmoral where they have lived and have 
taken an active part in an community affairs. Vivian 
taught in the Union Sunday School prior to her mar
riage and still does. She was a leader of the Junior 
Auxiliary and an active member of St. Peter's An
glican Church. Alex was a veteran of the Second 
World War and prior to his enlistment was employed 
by Canada Packers. After the war he served his 
apprenticeship in the funeral business with his father
in-law Mr. S. H. Holloway, taking over the funeral 
business in 1950. He is and always has been inter
ested in sports and hunting, being one of the original 
members of the Balmoral Baseball Club, taking an 
active part over the years working to get the facilities 
that they have today. He is a member of the Masonic 
Lodge and Canadian Legion and was a member on 
the committee of the local Zone 52 when the Cairn 
was built, to honor the men from our district that gave 
their lives in the First and Second World Wars. The 
field stones for the cairn were gathered from the 
different farms and yards where the boys used to live. 
It took fifty bags cement, ten bags pebble lime and 
two bags white cement. Tom 'Iverson built the cairn 
and his cost for labour was $145.00. The cost of the 
two plaques were $110.00 and $165.00 each. Alex 
served as trustee and chairman of the local school 
board from 1946 till 1961. He was chairman of the 



building committee of St. Peter's Anglican Church 
when it was built. 

They have one son Ross, who married Lois Fines 
in 1969. Ross and Lois have one daughter Sharilea 
and they make their home in Balmoral. Ross is in the 
funeral business with his Dad. 

The Family History of Peter and Mary 
MacKenzie 
by A. MacKenzie 

Peter and Mary MacKenzie came to Winnipeg 
from Scotland in 1909 with six children: Lydia, 
Hazel, Anne, Peter, Evelyn and Bill. 

L to R: Evelyn, Peter, Cameron, Bill, Alex, Mrs. Mary MacKen
zie, Mr. Peter MacKenzie, Helen, Anne, Jean. 

Helen was born in Winnipeg in 1910 and in 1911 
the Mackenzies came to Balmoral. 

Lydia and Hazel remained in Winnipeg as Lydia 
was employed by the Provincial Government as a 
stenographer in the Premier's office and Hazel was 
employed by the Manitoba Agricultural College. 

Lydia contracted tuberculosis and died in Ninette 
Sanitorium in 1930. 

Alex, Cameroon and Jean were all born in Bal
moral. 

Mr. MacKenzie was a Veteran of the First World 
War going overseas with the 53rd Battalion on Janu
ary 1, 1916. He was wounded in action and returned 
in 1919. He was employed with Dominion Bridge and 
later with the C.P.R. Mrs. MacKenzie served as 
midwife for some of the families in the district. 

Three of the children served in the Second World 
War. Evelyn who was a nurse at Brandon served with 
the Royal Canadian Navy; Alex with The Canadian 
Provost Corps and Cameron with the Royal Canadian 
Air Force and later with the Fleet Air Arm British 
Navy. 

Hazel married Jim Morrison and moved to Cal
ifornia in 1929 with their three children. Helen who 
was in high school went with them and became an 
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American citizien. She married David Monk and 
they have one child. Hazel passed away in 1968. 

Anne married John Bjamason while working at 
the Manitoba Agricultural College and has one son. 
Anne is now living in Toronto, Ontario. 

Peter worked for Mr. William McLeod while 
going to school and planted the spruce trees that you 
see going to P.T.H. #7. In 1921, Peter went to Win
nipeg and was employed by Wright and Whally Com
mission Agents at the Union Stock Yards. He retired 
in 1970 and in 1971 moved to Victoria, B.C. He 
married Belle Plante and has two sons. 

Evelyn after high school went to Brandon and 
following graduation at the Brandon Mental Hospital 
continued to nurse there, except for a period during 
the Second World War when she served with the 
Royal Canadian Navy at Halifax. Following the war 
she returned, later being assistant superintendent of 
nurses and retired in 1970 following a nursing career 
of 46 years. 

Bill worked while going to school for several 
farmers, later going to Winnipeg where he was em
ployed with the Winnipeg Paint and Glass and after 
that with Canada Packers. He played semi profes
sional hockey in the mid western States and in the Big 
Four League in Winipeg. He married Donalda Gladu 
and they have three children. Bill passed away in 
1964. 

Alex who is still in Balmoral worked for several 
farmers while going to school, later was employed 
with Canada Packers, prior to enlisting in the Armed 
Services in World War Two. Following the war he 
served an apprenticeship in a funeral business with 
his father-in-law, Mr. S. H. Holloway, taking over the 
business in 1950. He married Vivian Holloway in 
1940 and they have one son Ross who also lives in 
Balmoral. 

Cameron went into the Air Force from high 
school and was a pilot instructor before joining the 
Fleet Air Arm of the Royal Navy. Following the war 
he joined the Lever Bros. organization going to Lon
don, England and then to Nigeria, Africa where he 
was employed with them for several years. He later 
returned to London and operated his own Green 
Grocers store until 1974 retiring to live at Cala'n 
Porter, Menorca, Balearic Islands, Spain. Cameron 
married Muriel Blunt and they have two children. 

Jean after high school attended United College, 
Winnipeg and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1950. She then entered the School of Social 
Work, University of Manitoba graduating with a 
Bachelor of Social Work degree in 1952. Following 
graduation she was employed with the Manitoba 
Department of Social Services in Dauphin and Flin 
Flon. She is married to Al Mazur and the couple own 



and operate their own weekly newspaper at Hudson 
Bay, Saskatchewan. 

George Ross 

Geo. Ross - extreme right, 1914. 

George Ross was born in Glasgow, Scotland and 
came to Old Kildonan, Manitoba in 1900. In 1912 he 
came to the village of Balmoral. He was a carpenter 
and butcher, butchering cattle and hogs for farmers 
for their own use and market. 

Later for the Gilroys, Dan McLaren and Ted 
Mancer. He also brought his bag pipes with him 
which he loved to play, walking back and forth out
side his house during the warm summer evenings. 

Veteran of the first World War and served with the 
pipeband, but due to his health and age was dis
charged in 1916. 

He passed away in Balmoral in 1933. 

John MacLeod Family 
NW 16-14-JE 
by Mrs. N. Hogg 

John MacLeod (1881-1957) was born in Thurso, 
Scotland only son of Angus MacLeod and Margaret 
Groat. John immigrated to Canada in 1905. He 
worked in Ontario for a year and came west to Man
itobain 1906. He worked on farms in Miami and 
Rosebank, Manitoba areas. He came to Hazelridge 
with his friend to his home, who later became his 
brother-in-law. Maude (1886-1961) third in a family 
of ten, born at Cooks Creek, Manitoba. Her parents 
were Albert Kennedy and Catherine Johnstone. John 
and Maude were married in December 1909. Their 
children were Philip Volney, Myrtle and Norma. 

The family moved from Hazelridge to Argyle in 
March 1926 to the farm NW !416-14-lE bought from 
Mrs. Young later Mrs. Robert McKerracker. 

Volney married Elinor Osborne in May 1941 and 
they lived in Fort William (Thunder Bay) where 
Volney worked for C.P.R. till 1946 when he returned 
and took over the farm. They had one son John, born 
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in Fort William. He attended school at Argyle and 
graduated from Stonewall Collegiate. John was a 4-H 
member of Argyle Beef Club and later became a 
leader and he took the Agriculture Diploma course. 
He married Elaine McLeod in December 1968. Their 
children are Christine and Erin. While farming with 
his dad he enlarged his operation to feeder pigs and 
built a large barn. This proved successful and added a 
second addition. Afer this venture he decided to 
expand to purebred stock, which came from all over 
Canada. He added a third barn. During this period he 
took the farm over from his dad. Tragedy struck in 
January 1980 when fire destroyed the original and 
third piece built which housed sows and nursery 
stock. The second barn was saved and a large number 
of pigs almost ready for market. John decided not to 
rebuild. He rented the farm. He, Elaine and girls 
moved to Bowen Island, B.C., where John is em
ployed. 

Volney and Elinor have retired and are still living 
on the farm. 

Myrtle (1911-1951) married Albert Miller in 
November 1932. Albert farmed across the road from 
her home. Their children are Ken and Eileen. Ken 
married Catherine Steele in May 1961. Their children 
Cameron, Lyndon (1963-1971) and Brian. Ken oper
ates his own butcher shop in S1. Vital. Cameron 
married Sandra Ritchott in April 1982. Eileen mar
ried Elmore Lohmer of Good Hope district in May 
1960. They farm and have a herd of dairy cows. Their 
children are Laurie, Ken, Lyal and Darryl. Myrtle 
passed away suddenly in May 1951. Albert later 
married Winnie Nicol. They have retired to Clear
brook, B.c. 

Norma married James Hogg (1917-1973) of War
ren district in October 1941. Jim joind the Air Force 
the same month. He received his wings and Commis
sion in 1941. He went to Brandon to instruct till 1944 
whe he was posted overseas. He returned in 1945 to 
farm until 1963 when he went to work in Standard 
Aero Engine in Winnipeg till 1973. Norma sold the 
farm and built a house and moved into Warren in 
1973. Their children are Trevor who married Arch
eena Summers in May 1964. Their family are Rick, 
Rhonda and Jeff. Douglas married Audrey Riddell 
Wilkes in November 1974. Their children are Paula, 
Todd and JCee. Terrence married Judy Allen in June 
1970 and their girls are Rayna and Teresa. Ian mar
ried Lee Beachell in February 1982. The boys all live 
in Warren and commute to work in Winnipeg. 
NW Y4 16-14-lE 

This is a resume of above farm as has been told to 
our family. The farm was homesteaded by Richard 
Buck Sr. and he fed cattle. His original house was 
used for a summer kitchen for years by our family. It 



was well built with three layers of lumber and paper 
and then lathe and plaster. When he married Annie 
Miller and family arrived he built a two storey addi
tion. He later sold to Henry Last Sr. who also had 
cattle and a large number of milk cows. They also 
made cheese at one of their farms. With their large 
family and grandchildren another addition was built 
on by late John Morrison of Argyle. There were 
several long barns built by either Bucks or Lasts. The 
only building that remains is Bucks original house 
and the addition he added. Other owners we know of 
a man named McLean. During his ownership there 
were several renters. McLean sold to Mrs. Young 
(McKerracker) and she sold to John McLeod. 

There is a trail that crosses the corner (NE) of 
pastureland on this quarter, still visible which was 
used as a cart trail by the Indians as well as early 
settlers. This trail went to a N westerly direction to 
Strathewan PO on the Osborne farm now owned by 
Elbourne Last. It kept to the high ridges to Woodroyd 
and Loch Monar (Erinview) Post Offices. It crossed 
the adjoined quarter to SE direction to Stonewall, 
Winnipeg. This quarter adjoining quarter to 16-14-lE 
is still being farmed by Tim Buck, grandson of 
Richard Buck Sr. 

When we moved to Argyle there was a lot more of 
this trail visible in the pastures around us to north and 
SE but over the years most of this land has been 
broken up. 

MacLeods-Stony Mountain 
by Louise McKechnie 

John Dongal MacLeod and Janet Craig Mac
Farlane were married August 1884 - both born at 
Bristol, Quebec. _ 

The MacLeods and five children came west to 
Gladstone, Manitoba in 1898. 

After father's death in November, 1900, we came 
to Stony Mountain in 1901. 

Mrs. MacLeod operated the Wimbledon Hotel 
which was a "half-way" house or 'stopping place' 
for those travelling by sleigh etc. to the north. 

Despite the name "hotel" liquor was never sold 
on the premises. 

Penitentiary guards and men working in the quar
ry stayed at the Wimbledon. 

At that time dances were held at the Wimbledon. 
Mrs. Macleod took part in the life and activities 

of the community of that era. 
We moved to Winnipeg in 1904 - one sister 

remaining as she married Hector French so re-
sided there. 
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McArthur 
S Y2 20-13-lE 
submitted by T. McKnight 

Peter McArthur born Isle of Islay in 1812 came to 
Canada in 1837. In 1874 he and his wife Catherine 
(Gillespie) moved from Oro, Simcoe County, Ont. to 
homestead in the Grassmere district. Mr. McArthur 
was very active in the organization of the Grassmere 
Church. The McArthurs had seven daughters and 
three sons. Their daughters became Mrs. Alexander 
Matheson, Mrs. James Fraser, Mrs. Wm. Stewart, 
Mrs. Alex Irwin, Mrs. Robt. Irwin, Mrs. Ferguson, 
Mrs. George Grisdale. A son Peter died a young 
man. John married and homesteaded on NE Y4 
18-I3-IE where they raised a family of 5 girls. The 
last remaining daughter of that family just passed 
away Jan. 31, 1981 at the age of 100 years and 1 week. 
Another son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter McArthur's was 
A. G. McArthur. (His story enclosed.) Part of the 
house of Peter McArthur's, built in 1874, still stands. 

McClure Family 
submitted by Mrs. B. Jeffrey 

John H. McClure and his wife, the former Mar
garet Scott, who were married in Grand Valley, 
Ontario, in 1873, came to Balmoral in 1882, with 
their three children: Norman, Bertha (Mrs. Sid Pres
ton) and Maggie (Mrs. Frank Bell, later Mrs. Sam 
Stinson). 

They settled on a farm near Balmoral (SW 
I-15-lE) which is now the Art Bodle farm, where two 
other children were born, Albert and Lottie (Mrs. 
George P. Baldock)_ 

When the family were grown and educated Mr. 
and Mrs. McClure moved into Balmoral where they 
were busily involved in the affairs of the community, 
and Mr. McClure's business interests. The North 
Pole Mill, located north-west of Teulon, operated by 
the McClure Brothers, was, according to newspaper 
clippings, "a thriving business, running day and 
night to meet the demand for lumber" . Mr. McClure 
also ran a lumber yard from a building beside his 
home in the east end of town which was originally the 
old Balmoral school, and which was later moved 
farther west to be converted into a store (now Walter 
Jahns' store). 

The small house which Mr. and Mrs. McClure 
first lived in is still in use, and presently occupied by 
their great-grandson. In 1913 they built a new larger 
house, which remained in the family until the 1960's, 
when it was sold to a contractor and torn down. 

Another business which Mr. McClure started was 
a brick yard (Balmoral Brick Co.) located near the 
C.P.R. tracks one mile and a half south of Balmoral. 

The Balmoral School, which was built in 1915, 



McClure Residence about 1915. 

and Mr. Slater's Insurance office, were two buildings 
in Balmoral built from bricks manufactured in this 
brick yard. 

Mrs. McClure died in 1929, at the age of 77 
years. Mr. McClure later went back to Ontario to 
spend his remaining years at the home of his daugh
ter, Mrs. Stinson, and died in 1933 at the age of 88. 

Balmoral, Man., Dec. 31- Mr. and Mrs. 1. H. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. McClure. 

McClure, Balmoral, -Man., celebrated their golden 
wedding on Christmas Eve. Mrs. McClure was the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Scott, Grand Valley, 
Ont. Among the fifty-six guests present at the golden 
anniversary, five had been at the wedding in Grand 
Valley on December 24, 1873. Balmoral has been the 
home of the McClures for 41 years. The aged couple 
had five children and fourteen grandchildren living 
near them. On the occasion of their golden anniver
sary, the bride and groom, who are still in excellent 
health and spirits, were the recipients of many beauti
ful gifts, accompanied by an address from their chil
dren, their friends, and also from the Ladies' Aid of 
the Presbyterian church. In expressing their appre
ciation for these tokens of kindness Mr. McClure said 
that he and Mrs. McClure were now looking forward 
to their diamond wedding. 
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Many letters and telegrams of congratulation 
were received from friends near and far. Among 
these were: A brother, Dr. S. D. McClure, Newark, 
Ohio; three former pastors, Rev. Jas. Whillans, Re
gina; Rev. 1. C. Madill, and Rev. John Maxwell, of 
Winnipeg; also Rev. John W. Little, secretary of 
religious education, Winnipeg, and Rev. John E. 
Lane, of Stonewall. 

The McDonald Family 
submitted by Ross McDonald 

The McDonald farm, owned and operated by 
Ross and Elsie McDonald since January, 1951, has 
been in the McDonald family since 1870. Their farm 
is situated two and one-half miles east and three 
quarters of a mile north of Gunton. 

Murdock McDonald (Ross's great grandfather) 
emigrated to Canada with his wife and family: Mary, 
Colin and Donald, from the Isle of Lewis in the Outer 
Hebrides. After spending ten years in Kincardine, 
Ontario, they moved to Manitoba and homesteaded 
the NW Y4 36-15-2E in June, 1870. This family were 
true Scots who spoke in Gaelic and their homestead 
was one of the earliest in this area. 

Donald remained on the homestead and after 
marrying Mary Giles in 1880, settled on the quarter 
just west of his father's. He obtained the title to the 
original homestead in 1906. Donald was one of 
twelve Western Canadian farmers who contributed to 
a shipment of 857 Y6 bus. of Red Fife Wheat, shipped 
by Red River Steamer out of Winnipeg to Toronto in 
1876. A plaque commemorating this event is located 
in the rear hallway of the Manitoba Legislative Build
mgs. 

Donald and Mary's family consisted of ten chil
dren: Margaret (Mrs. Jake Fines), Ada (Mrs. Pettit), 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Albert Bond), Isabella (Mrs. Charles 
Ross), Lily (Mrs. Oswald Cundall), William, Don
ald, Amos, Murdo and John (all now deceased). 
They attended school at Dundas when the weather 
and road conditions permitted. 

Amos married Hannah Sutherland of the Good 
Hope district in 1914 and settled on the original 
homestead. He also owned an additional two hun
dred and forty acres east and south of the homestead. 
He broke most of this land and engaged in mixed 
farming until 1950. He built a new barn, the loft of 
which was used in the 40's by various organizations 
for holding barn dances. Many long time residents 
will recall these happy occasions. Both Amos and 
Hannah were interested in community affairs with 
Amos serving several years on the School Board and 
the United Church Board and Hannah as a member of 
the Ladies' Aid, Women's Institute, the Red Cross 
and the I.o.D.E. 



Their family consisted of: Margaret (Mrs. 
George Martin) who resides on a farm in the Gunton 
district, Sadie (Mrs. Leonard Claydon) residing in 
Winnipeg, Beatrice (Mrs. Lionel Kuran) also resid
ing in Winnipeg and Ross, who married Elsie Griffin 
from Woodlands in 1950 and took over the family 
farm. 

Ross and Elsie were blessed with one daughter 

Left to Right: Ray, Marian, Elsie and Ross. Taken in 1979. 

Marian, who attended school in Gunton and Teulon 
and went on to obtain her Bachelor of Arts and 
Education Degrees. She taught school at Ste. Anne 
and Warren. In 1979 Marian married Ray Assels and 
they presently reside in Cold Lake, Alberta where 
Ray is stationed as a member of the Canadian Armed 
Forces. 

At first Ross and Elsie were engaged in mixed 
farming, later in dairying and at present in grain 
farming. Ross has worked with University of Man
itoba throughout the years with experimental plots on 
his farm. At present they have one, testing the growth 
of various trees in saline soil. Elsie taught school at 
Gunton and Stonewall prior to her marriage. Later 
she returned to teach at Teulon, retiring in 1977 after 
having taught a total of 14 years in the Interlake 
School Division. 

Since 1951 the McDonald farm has been owned 
and operated by the fourth generation of the same 
family and was designated as one of the oldest Man
itoba Centennial Farms in 1970. 
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All the material-letters, photos, documents, maps, etc.,
submitted by entries to the Manitoba Centennial Farms con
test were turned over to the Provincial Archivist, John Sovery 
(right) by Ross MacDonald of Gunton, representing Manitoba 
pioneer farm families. 

Thomas McFarlane 
by Helen Montgomery 

Thomas McFarlane, the first reeve of "Little 
Rockwood", was born January 8, 1933 at Strath
Blann, Perthshire, Scotland. Previous to coming to 
Canada he travelled to New Zealand, where he mined 
for gold for two years before returning to Scotland. 
Later he came with his parents to WeIland County, 
Ontario. There he married Catherine Ann 
McFarlane, and after the birth of two children, Win
field Thomas and Lillie, he followed his parents to 
Manitoba, settling close to his father's homestead; on 
section 21-13-2E, which is directly north of the Rock
wood cemetery. Three children were born here, Vic
tor William, Addie, and Hector. All five children 
attended Rockwood school. Mrs. Thomas 
McFarlane's parents, John and Catherine Stuart 
McFarlane, also came from Well and County, On
tario, and lived with Thomas and his wife. Catherine 
S. lived to be 101 years and 11 months, and she and 
her husband are buried in Rockwood Cemtery as are 
Winfield and Lillie. 

Thomas was reeve of Little Rockwood in 1878 
and 1879 when the enlarged Municipality was 
formed. In 1881, he was appointed Treasurer to the 
enlarged Rockwood's municipality, a position he 
held for 22 years. In those eady years, there being no 
banks closer than Winnipeg, it was necessary to drive 
to the City with the Municipality's money - no 
mean feat in those days. Due to ill health, Thomas 
resigned as Treasurer in 1904 and he and Catherine 



Anne made their home in Winnipeg with their son 
Hector. Thomas was 83 years old when he died, 
Catherine was 84; both are buried in Stonewall 
Cemetery. 

v. W. McFarlane. 

Victor William McFarlane was assistant to his 
father for many years and when his father resigned in 
1904 he was appointed Treasurer. Very shortly he 
assumed the duties of Clerk and Treasurer. In addi
tion, in 1913 he was appointed Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Town of Stonewall. These duties he performed 
with courtesy and efficiency until his death in 1925 at 
age 47. "v. W." or "Vic" was known for his devo
tion to his task and his public spirit. His interests took 
him to all parts of the municipality. 

In the Town of Stonewall he held many offices in 
the Methodist church, the Union choir and the Ma
sonic Lodge, as well as being interested in numerous 
other community undertakings. But the northern part 
of the Municipality was always in his thoughts. Due 
to his efforts the people of Komarno and district were 
for many years treated to concerts by the Salavation 
Army Citadel Band. During the flu epidemic in 1914 
he travelled many miles with doctors to see first hand 
what help was needed. Because of his help to settlers 
in getting their school district organized, McFarlane 
School District was named after him. In recognition 
of his support the Children's Aid Society dedicated a 
fountain to him. Perhaps his greatest contribution 
was made in connection with war time plans and 
undertakings of the Stonewall and Rockwood Re
turned Soldiers Association. 

For this volunteer work with this Association he 
was subsequently honoured. He and his wife, the 
former Mary McCullogh, had three children, Gwen, 
Kitchener, and Patricia. He and his wife are buried in 
Stonewall Cemetery. 

Miss Mary McIntosh 
by Anne Dawson 

Miss Mary McIntosh was the sister of Mrs. 
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William Grahame who was the organist of the Stony 
Mountain Presbyterian Church for 25 years. 

Mrs. William Grahame was the wife of the War
den of the Stony Mountain Penitentiary. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Grahame, their son Jack and nephew Bert, 
son of James Grahame of Teulon, were all active in 
the church affairs and social life in the community. 
Jack played the saxophone and later on he, Mr. Mar
tin, Harry Richmond on guitar and Mamie Mc
Culloch daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Mc
Culloch formed the orchestra, along with Jack 
Brown "Brownie" on the violin. They played for all 
the dances which in the earlier times were held in 
what is now the Masonic Hall. 

Miss Mary McIntosh came from Minto, U.S.A. 
to live with her sister in the large warden's house, a 
beautiful home at the top of the hill on the south-west 
corner of the hill looking down to the C.P.R. station. 

The interior of this home was built with beautiful 
wood, mahogany, and the stair case was as elegant as 
anyone you would see in England or Scotland. Sorry 
to say very recently this home was demolished. 

Miss Mary McIntosh a beautiful lady, well 
dressed, had a great love for children of all ages. She 
delighted in training the children of the Presbyterian 
Sunday School for their Christmas concerts. She also 
trained the group for the Easter services. She was 
firm but kind with them and after school 4:00 p.m. 
each and everyone ran to the church so as to be on 
time for the practice. Saturdays were sometimes used 
when the concert date was drawing close. All the 
children gave of their best and the mothers gave 
freely of their time making costumes, white dresses 
etc. All the girls in particular had new white stock
ings and patent leather slippers for this main Christ
mas event in the village. People came from the 
surrounding areas to the concert. They are still re
membered by the old timers of the village who are 
left to tell the story. 

Mrs. William Grahame was followed by Miss 
Birdie Stewart as the organist, then Mrs. Jason P. 
Robertson and Margaret Budge who is still the or
ganist. 

Margaret was the daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Jones formerly of Stonewall. Jack had been 
a butcher in Stonewall along with Eades, Bishop and 
Bennett. Later on Jack Jones and Bennett moved to 
Stony Mountain and opened their own butcher shop 
on the opposite side of the "Wimbledon Hotel" on 
the Main Street. 

The Presbyterian Church had Sunday School pic
nics which were held annually, sometimes at Mr. and 
Mrs. Hector French's farm about one mile south and 
2 miles west of Stony Mountain. Most of the picnics 
were held on the farm site of Mr. and Mrs. A. Quail. 



The Sunday School teachers and the ladies aid 
provided the food, real fine picnic style food. The 
ladies such as Mrs. C. Abbott, Mrs. George Abbott, 
Mrs. R. Downie, Mrs. Linklater, Mrs. Fred Pollock, 
Mrs. J. P. Robertson, Mrs. William Robertson, Mrs. 
A. G. Lindsay, Mrs. H. Lusignan, Mrs. B. T. Daw
son (Sr.), Mrs. William Mitchell, Mrs. J. W. Ander
son, Mrs. R. Green, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Elliott, and 
Mrs. George Laird sister of Mrs. B. T. Dawson Sr. 
for a short time before leaving to work in Winnipeg. 
Georgie Laird stayed with Uncle Ben for the early 
years in his life, while his mother (a widow) worked 
in Winnipeg but had a horne in "Stony" some years 
later. 

The Anglican church had similar functions under 
the leadership of Mr. Harry Woods who was layman 
for years. He conducted the choir while Miss Marion 
Bennett was the organist, she was the daughter of the 
Bennetts (the butcher). Mr. and Mrs. H. Woods were 
very active church workers. Mrs. Woods, "Jessie" 
was the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Isbister who 
lived at the foot of the hill west of Stony. That proper
ty is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Drysdale, 
who operate a fox farm. 

Mr. H. Woods lived in the village but was em
ployed as an accountant by the Federal Penitentiary. 
He conducted a fine choir composed of inmates; in 
earlier times the villagers could go on occasion to 
hear this choir within the chapel in the "Pen". 

Before the Catholics built their own, beautiful 
stone church, at the west end of the village, opposite 
where the school now stands on the south side of the 
road, they attended the mass service in the chapel in 
the "Pen". The priest carne each Sunday from Win
nipeg. Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Kelpin and family were 
actively engaged in the work of their church. They 
and their family lived in the village and were active in 
all community affairs. Mr. C. P. Kelpin Sr. was 
manager of the City quarry until he retired and went 
to live in Victoria B.C. His son Charlie became 
manager until his death, he was followed by his sons 
Donald and Pat who took charge. The city quarry is 
now closed. 

In earlier years Miss Miller, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Miller who lived in the village, played the 
organ in the Anglican church. She later became the 
wife of Mr. Jack Douglas, who with their family for a 
short time, lived in the village, then moved to make 
their home in Winnipeg. 

This is the story of some of the old time villagers 
of Stony. The 1st of July picnics which were held 
annually down in the "Oaks" where the horne of the 
late R. R. Mills now stands. All the ladies already 
mentioned in connection with the Presbyterian 
Church Sunday school picnics were actively en-
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gaged. They cooked chickens, home made potato 
salad, jellies, pies etc. All the food was donated and 
the help given freely by the teenagers. The people 
came from far and near to enjoy this delicious food. 
There were races for all ages and games. A gala day 
for all the 1st July for the remaining "old times" 
will not be forgotten. 

When the Winnipeg Electric Railway in 1914 ran 
from Winnipeg to Stonewall annually in July, the 
Sunday Schools from Stonewall, Stony Mountain 
and other points along the line would journey to 
Winnipeg Beach for their picnic. The passengers at 
Middlechurch, changed from the Winnipeg Electric 
and boarded the C.P.R. train for Winnipeg Beach. 
Each family had suit cases, cartons, baskets etc. of 
food, towels and bathing suits. When the train ar
rived at the station in Winnipeg Beach each child had 
a bag, basket etc. to carry and they ran for dear life to 
claim a table for the family. This was theirs for the 
day. 

Washroom facilities were available where we 
could change into bathing suits. 

Boiling water was provided at the beach for mak
ing tea. 

After lunch, young and old, made for the white 
sandy beach of Lake Winnipeg where swimming and 
wading took place. There was a boat which would 
take those wishing to go out for a sail for a very small 
charge. 

The amusement centre, roller coaster etc. was put 
to good use also. 

Along the "Boardwalk" there were booths where 
games of chance of all kinds were enjoyed by all: fish 
flies were squashed under foot. 

After the evening meal all the families gathered 
their belongings and made for the train, which was 
waiting at the station, so as to get a seat. Everyone 
enjoyed the day but by the time their horne was 
reached all were weary and tired. 

This was the day of our lives; again remembered 
only by the few "Old Timers" who are left to tell the 
story. 

As the years went by new people arrived in the 
village namely Mr. and Mrs. George Mackie, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Vinet (Sr.), Mr. and Mrs. Robert New
ton, Mr. and Mrs. Gustafson, Mrs. Clarence Reid, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Green, Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
Leitch, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ellison, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Black (Mrs. Sam Leitch nee Eleanor French 
was a school teacher. She passed away early in her 
life). Mrs. Eva Leich carried on in the work of the 
community. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Van Steelant were very active in 
the church. Ruby Robertson was Joe's first wife. Joe 
and the present Mrs. Van Steelant still attend the 



church and carryon the work even though they now 
live in Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Vandekerckhove were new 
comers and took a very active part in all community 
affairs. Jerome passed away quite recently but his 
widow Ruth (daughter of Mrs. Peterson now de
ceased) still carried on the activities of helping all in 
need. Her home is next to that of the late Bill and 
Rose Robertson. Mr. and Mrs. Leon Van
dekerckhove were active in the community. Leon 
served as a councillor for the Rural Municipality of 
Rockwood for a number of years. Both Jerome and 
Leon were active curlers and Jerome's daughter "Pat
ty Vande" is still an active curler. 

A real old time home, a two storey stone house on 
the opposite comer of the street to the property then 
owned by B. T. Dawson (Sr.) but now owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilson Smith, was the home of old timers 
Mr. and Mrs. Kilgour and family. It later became the 
home of their daughter Mr. and Mrs. Richmond and 
family. They moved to Winnipeg. Then the follow
ing families lived in this home until such time as they 
found a home elsewhere: Mr. and Mrs. Brown 
(Brownie and Dolly), Mr. and Mrs. Scott and family, 
Mr. and Mrs. Shearer and family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bloomfield and four sons, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Green 
and daughter. The house was vacated by the Greens, 
who found a home on the opposite side of the street to 
Bill and Rose Robertson. 

After this house was occupied by new people and 
shortly after fire gutted the interior. Then the stone 
walls came tumbling down and a modem home now 
stands in its place. But the little old stone milk house 
still remains on the premises on the south east comer 
of this property is the new "Post office". 

Another old timers home was that of Mr. and 
Mrs. Townley which stood on the rise of the road 
opposite where the Vincent sisters live. Mrs. Town
ley built most of the house herself. Mr. Townley 
worked in the quarry and so was a great collector of 
"fossils" of all kinds. Students from the University 
of Manitoba made annual visits to examine and study 
this collection. 

Up the road from them was the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alf Fisher. They engaged in raising and training 
"Irish Setter" dogs. They were entered in Winnipeg 
dog shows and won many prizes. They later on 
moved to Winnipeg. 

Mrs. Marion (nee Bennett) Stetham and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ruth (nee Betty Maples) are actively engaged 
in the Anglican church and community affairs. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Cameron (nee Jenny 
French) were active in church and community af
fairs. Jenny was interested in curling. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Gibson (Lilly) were good 
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community workers. Lilly was a keen curler and 
formed a ladies rink of which she was the skip. 

Mrs. Charles Ellison Sr. was most active in curl
ing. She had a ladies rink and entered bonspiels in all 
the local towns and in Winnipeg. She won many. She 
met with a very tragic death in her own home when it 
burned to the ground. 

The men were also active curlers - the bonspiels 
held in February often times were held up by the 
bon spiel thaw which sometimes meant the games 
could not start until midnight. 

Some of the earlier curlers were Ted Nordin, Jim 
Sutherland, Ed Hom, Ben Dawson Sr., Alex Camp
bell, John Wilson, William Meighen Sr., William 
Robertson and Peter Thompson. Mr. Joe Skoda Sr. 
cared for the curling ice. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Stevenson were active 
church members. Mrs. Stevenson sang in the Pres
byterian church choir also Mrs. Frank Elliott and 
Mrs. Anderson wife of Rev. 1. Anderson, often did 
"solo" singing. Mrs. George Stevenson was the 
"girl guide" leader for many years. 

Misses Caroline and Edith Vincent daughters of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Vincent still live in the 
old family home at the foot of the hill (west end). 
They are active and interested in church and all 
affairs in the village. Their nieces Mary and Etola are 
also keen workers. 

Mr. A. G. Lindsay's general store was sold to Mr. 
and Mrs. William McGimpsey and they and their 
family lived there until they moved to Winnipeg. 

At the south end of the main street Mr. and Mrs. 
Dan Blacko operated a general store and later moved 
to Winnipeg after some years. 

Sam Esaruk "the barber" had his shop and living 
quarters next door to Blacko's store. This home of 
Sam's had in earlier times been occupied by the 
dressmaker Miss Beaufore who went from home to 
home and sewed by the day. After a good number of 
years she returned to St. Boniface. She was replaced 
by Miss Edith Pollock who came from Stonewall and 
carried on this work. Sometimes staying one or even 
two weeks in the home to do the family sewing. 

Such was the life in the earlier days at Stony 
Mountain. Everyone in their own small way helped 
carryon all activities. Later the young folk entered 
and carried on the work of their parents. 

The times were hard but the fun was great. 

Edna McIvor 
Edna Hellen McIvor was born and educated in 

Keith-Banffshire, Scotland. She married her hus
band John in 1925 and immigrated to Canada directly 
to Winnipeg in 1927. 

John McIvor was employed as a guard at Man-



John and Edna Mcivor. 

itoba Penitentiary (now Stony Mountain Institution) 
in 1933. In 1946 he became the first herdsman at the 
farm operation and went to Kingston to transport 
purebred holstein cattle, the beginning of the present 
dairy herd. He retired in 1964, after 31 years service, 
and died in 1967. 

John and Edna McIvor moved out to Stony 
Mountain from Winnipeg in April 1933 . They moved 
into a house in the village for the first four years. 

Her Christian faith has always been an essential 
part of Edna's life and her first exposure to penitenti
ary life was in 1933 when she attended Mass every 
Sunday in the public loft in the penitentiary. 

Even after the village church was built in 1935, 
she continued to attend and participate in special 
services at the penitentiary. In 1937 John and Edna 
moved to a residence on the PEN reserve. She was 
exposed to inmate workgangs and would invite them 
into her residence for a cup of tea and cookies - a 
practice frowned upon by prison authorities at that 
time. 

She was an associate member of the Third Order 
of St. Francis, an early group of volunteers involving 
inmates. She was active as a Chaplain's Volunteer, a 
group started and organized by Father Bedford, the 
institutional R.C. Chaplain. 

Edna attended many national correctional con
ferences, at first with her husband and then on her 
own, playing an active part in them. 

Edna has also been highly involved in communi
ty work. She was the striving force in having St. 
Joseph's R.C. Church built in Stony Mountain in 
1935. She served on the district school board for 
eight years, four of which as the only woman chair
man they ever had. She was selected as Centennial 
Committee Chairman for the Village of Stony Moun-
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tain and was successful in acquiring 17 acres of land 
from the municipality for a recreational park in 
which a swimming pool was built. She is a long time 
member of the Catholic Women's League and Ladies 
Auxiliaray Stony Mountain Legion. She was a mem
ber of the Business and Professional Catholic 
Women's League. She was a Toastmistress for three 
years. 

In September, 1979, Edna was presented the Mer
itorious Service Award by Commissioner of Correc
tions, Donald R. Yeomans, the first given to a non
penitentiary staff member, in recognition of more 
than 40 years of volunteer work with inmates. She 
also received the Order of Canada in the fall of 1981. 

The McIvors have four children, all of whom 
attended school in Stony Mountain. Edna McIvor 
presently has 12 grandchildren and three great grand
children. 

John Ronald and Hazel Ellen McKinnon 
submitted by L. T. McKnight 

John was born on July 12, 1907, being one of 
eleven children born to Donald and Mary (Kelly) 
McKinnon of Arnaud, Man. John received his educa
tion in Arnaud. 

Hazel was born on March 16, 1910, being one of 
four children born to George and Olive (Bowman) 
Williams of Greenwood. Hazel received her educa
tion at Greenwood and Gunton Schools. 

As a young lad, John played baseball in the 
summer and skated in winter. John used to skate on 
the creek running through his parent's farm, to Mor
ris, which was a distance of nine miles. He also 
helped work the family farm. John moved to Green
wood in 1929. 

As a young girl, Hazel was a sports enthusiast. 
She was active in baseball and curling and also 
played tennis at the Gunton tennis court. At the age of 
fifteen and sixteen, she belonged to the Canadian 
Girls In Training, which was an active organization at 
that time. In her teen years, Hazel attended Sunday 
School at Gunton. 

John married Hazel on September 17, 1930 at the 
Grace Church in Winnipeg and later took up resi
dence in Dufrost, Man. A year later they moved back 
to Greenwood. 

For a number of years, John worked on farms in 
the Greenwood district. In 1946, he began to work in 
the construction field. In 1958, he began work with 
Bristol Aerospace where he remained until his retire
ment in 1972. During the summer months, John 
enjoys gardening. 

John and Hazel have resided in Balmoral since 
1951. They had five children: Ronald was born in 
1931 and died in 1956; Olive was born in 1938; 



Lorraine was born in 1935; Earle was born in 1937; 
and Merle was born in 1948. 

John and Hazel have six grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

Thomas and Bessie McKnight 
submitted by L. T. McKnight 

Thomas McKnight was born in Napanee, Ont. in 
1868. Tom moved to Manitoba in his early years. 

Bessie Roome was born in St. Boniface, Man. on 
Nov. 13, 1880, being the fourth child in a family of 
six born to Wm. and Fannie (Wright) Roome orig
inally of Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Tom McKnight was married to Bessie Roome 
and homesteaded on "the bog" southeast of Gunton 
on the SW 13-15-lE. They later moved northwest of 
Gunton to the NW 5-16-2E, where they managed a 
Union Trust farm for Mr. Bennest of the Union Trust 
Co. About 1919, they moved to Gunton where they 
owned and operated a dairy farm and shipped cream 
until Tom's death on Oct. 10, 1937. Tom and Bessie 
also ran a "bed and breakfast" in their home in 
Gunton, where many weary people stopped during 
their travels. They also boarded numerous school 
teachers throughout the years. Bessie was well 
known as a hard worker and a fine cook. 

They were both active curlers. In 1940, Bessie 
sold out and moved to Winnipeg where for a number 
of years she remained active in curling at the Civic 
Caledonian Curling Club. Bessie was remembered 
as always being neatly dressed in fine white gloves 
and hat. Bessie died on May 14, 1970. 

The McKnight Family. Back Row, L to R: Fred, Raym, Bill. 
Front: Florence Cameron, Laura Bowman, Mrs. Bessie 
McKnight (Mother), Sylvia Harrison. Missing: Margaret Milne 
and Tom McKnight (Father). 
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Tom and Bessie had seven children: Florence of 
B.C.; (deceased 1966), Laura of Gunton, Margaret of 
B.C., Fred of Balmoral, Bill of Balmoral, Raym of 
Balmoral, and Sylvia of Pilot Mound (formerly of 
Winnipeg). Bessie McKnight also had twenty-six 
grandchildren. 

Tom and Bessie McKnight are buried in north 
Victoria Cemetery. 

William Edward and Dorothy Elizabeth 
McKnight 
submitted by L. T. McKnight Balmoral 

Bill was born on a farm located on the NW 

Bill and Dot McKnight, 1939. 

5-16-2E on December 29, 1917. He was the fifth 
child of seven born to Tom and Bessie McKnight. 
Bill moved with his family to Gunton about the age of 
two and received his education at the Gunton school. 
As a young boy, Bill helped with the chores on the 
family farm tending to the horses and dairy cattle. 
For winter entertainment, curling rated number one 
with Bill. He started curling at a very young age, 
delivering the rock with both hands and spending 
nearly every winter evening at the Gunton Curling 
rink. There were many trips made to Teulon by train 
or horse and sleigh to curl in the Bonspiels and many 
return trips home bearing their prizes. 

Bill started working on farms in the Gunton dis
trict at the age of fourteen. From 1933-1942, Bill 
managed the A. Main farm, one mile north of Bal
moral. 

Dot Campbell was born in the old Teulon Hospi
talon March 9, 1920 being the eldest of four children 
born to Gordon and Ann Campbell who farmed the 
SW 23-15-2E in the Greenwood District. Dot re
ceived her education at Greenwood school. As a 



young girl, Dot was a horse enthusiast. She received 
her first horse at the age of nine; a Shetland pony 
named Ruby. Throughout her teens she owned two 
"blood" horses; Tiny and Tony. Dot practically lived 
on horseback as she rode for miles to visit the neigh
bours, run errands, and many trips were made to the 
pasture to round up the cattle. Dot helped her father 
on the farm. She cut grain throughout the district 
with her father's steel-wheeled W-30 tractor and 
power-binder; the first power-binder in that area. 

On October 11, 1941, Bill married Dot at the 
Campbell family residence in Greenwood. From 
1943-1947, they lived in Balmoral. During Dec. of 
'43, Bill began driving the school van with his team 
of horses; Prince and Peggy. His daily route was 
about twenty miles round trip, which took about one 
and one-half hours to complete. During the winter 
months, the van being towed on sleigh runners was 
closed in and heated with a small stove. In the warm
er months, the school van was mounted on wheels. 
Bill's horses were his pride and joy and he continued 
using them for about ten years until the motorized 
vehicles took their place. Bill has now been driving 
the school bus route for thirty-nine consecutive 
years. In 1947, Bill and Dot moved to their current 
residence on the SW 25-15-lE where they have oper
ated a mixed farm for the past thirty-five years. 

After they were married, Dot worked for a num
ber of years in the H. Vanelstine General Store in 
Balmoral. As a note of interest, her daily wages at 
that time were about one dollar to one dollar and fifty 
cents. For a number of years, Dot also shared the 
responsibility of driving the school bus route. 

Over the years, Bill has continued to be an avid 
curler and has been a member of the Balmoral Curl
ing Club since 1939. Bill is currently a member of the 
Interlake Pony Chariot and Chuckwagon Club. Since 
1974, he has participated in the threshing contests at 
the Annual Thresherman's Reunion in Austin, Man
itoba. He was also a member of the Balmoral Memo
rial Hall Board for many years. Bill has captivated 
many eager listeners with his interesting stories of 
by-gone days. 

Dot has been a member of the Balmoral Hunter 
Hospital Auxiliary since 1959. Both Dot and Bill are 
members of the Balmoral United Church; Dot being 
a member of the choir for many years. 

Bill and Dot have two children: Pat and Claude. 
Pat was born on August 26, 1948 and was married to 
Larry Schaeffer on November 2, 1968. They reside 
southeast of Balmoral. Claude was born on February 
4, 1954 and was married to Bernice Weedmark of 
Dominion City, Manitoba on May 31, 1975. They 
reside in Winnipeg. 

Bill and Dot also have six grandchildren: Cheryl, 
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Dawn, Robyn, and Murray of the Balmoral area and 
Carla and Jason of Winnipeg. 

Raymond Chester and Catherine Marcella 
McKnight 
submitted by L. T. McKnight 

Raymond was born in Stonewall on April 14, 
1920, the sixth child in a family of seven, born to 
Thomas and Bessie (Roome) McKnight of Gunton. 

Raym and Marcella McKnight, June 10th, 1944. 

Raymond received his education in Gunton school. 
As a young boy, Raymond travelled with his family 
and neighbours out to the "bog", southeast of Gun
ton, to put up hay in the summer months and hauled it 
home by team and sleigh during the winter. 

Raymond began curling at the Gunton Curling 
rink at such a young age that he had to push the rocks 
down the ice with both hands. By the age ofthirteen, 
he was skipping a rink. Sometimes they travelled by 
team and sleigh to curl in the Teulon bonspiel. Other 
times they went by train and had board and room 
during the week at Mr. and Mrs. Oggi Nelson's 
home. Many of the curlers in those days owned their 
own rocks and they were transported from one rink to 
another. At that time, each rink could participate in 
more than one event, therefore it was possible for a 
rink to have four games and even five in one day. 
Curling prizes were very practical items such as: 
motor oil, coal, flour, a fifty pound case of butter per 
rink (valued at approximately 11¢ 15¢ per pound), 
gloves or mitts. 

In 1940, Raymond travelled to Sudbury, Ontario 
where he worked a mile underground in the nickel 
mines. He later returned to Balmoral. 

On September 10, 1921 Marcella was born at 
Mrs. Mitchell's nursing home in Stonewall. She is 
the only daughter of four children born to Annie 



Waterer and the late Leo Waterer of Balmoral. Mar
cella received her education in Balmoral. 

As a young girl Marcella was interested in sports, 
and baseball was her specialty. She belonged to the 
Balmoral Girls Baseball League. She was a member 
of the Girls club, which was an active organization 
until the 1940's. Marcella also took up curling and is 
a member of the Balmoral Ladies Curling Club. 

Raymond married Marcella on June 10, 1944 in 
the Balmoral United Church and took up residence in 
Winnipeg where they were both employed. In 1946, 
they returned to Balmoral and have resided here ever 
since. Raymond worked in Winnipeg for several 
years and also made numerous trips to the Northwest 
Territories with the Department of Transport. In 
1966, he took carpenters training and thereafter, be
gan carpentry with Marcella's brother, John Waterer. 
The many new homes they erected in the Stonewall/ 
Balmoral area are a testimonial to their quality work
manship. In 1980, Raymond began employment as a 
carpenter with the Interlake School Division No. 21. 

Through the years, he continued his curling and 
has belonged to the Balmoral Curling Club since 
1946. He has been instrumental in introducing many 
young curlers to the game and has skipped countless 
rinks to victory in bonspiels throughout the years. 
Raymond has been a longtime member of the Teulon 
Game and Fish Association and is an ardent hunter 
and fisherman. 

Marcella is a member of the Balmoral United 
Church and also has been a choir member for many 
years. She has been secretary-treasurer of the Bal
moral Memorial Hall Board since 1965. Since 1974, 
she has been involved in the government homecare 
program, assisting various elderly citizens in the 
Balmoral area. 

Both Raymond and Marcella are avid gardeners 
and outdoor oriented. 

They have three children: Colleen, Leonard, and 
Shelley. Colleen was born on March 31, 1947 and 
was married to Marino Sigvaldson on June 14, 1969 
and farm in the Geysir District east of Arborg. 
Leonard was born on March 10, 1957 and was mar
ried to Shelley Stewart of Lilyfield on December 19, 
1981. They reside in BalmoraL Shelley was born on 
April 2, 1960 and was married to Brian Watts of 
Balmoral on May 17,1980. They reside in Winnipeg. 

Raymond and Marcella also' have three grand
children: Darryl and Heather Sigvaldason of Arborg 

The Neil McLeod Story 
by Eileen McLeod 

In the early 1870's Neil McLeod and his wife, 
Annie Currie McLeod arrived in Winnipeg from 
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Mr. and Mrs. Neil McLeod. 

Paisley, Ontario. With them came their son, William, 
who was two years of age at the time. It was then that 
his parents who had immigrated to Canada from the 
Highlands of Scotland ceased to speak the Gaelic, 
because they wanted their son to learn to speak En
glish. They lived in Winnipeg for a couple of years 
where Neil engaged in carpentry work, building sev
eral houses on Ross Avenue. The story goes that he 
had a pet crow which used to fly to meet him when he 
came home from work each day. 

In 1873 the family took up a homestead in the 
Victoria district, and to them were born three daugh
ters, Jean (Mrs. C. R. Chatfield) Vina, (Mrs. H. W. 
Mustard) and Mary who taught school for over forty 
years at Grassmere, and in Winnipeg. A daughter 
Margaret died in infancy from a convulsion caused, 
it was said, from eating unripe chokecherries. 

In 1876 the first shipment of wheat was made 
from Manitoba. There had been a crop failure in 
Ontario, and seed grain was desperately needed. Mr. 
Steele of Steele Briggs Seed Co .• Toronto, came west 
hoping to bring back some 5000 bushels. He was 
able to gather 857Y6 bushels of Red Fife wheat at 85¢ 
per bushel from the farmers of Kildonan, Springfield 
and Rockwood. Neil McLeod had the distinction of 



contributing to this first export of wheat out of Man
itoba, contributing 22 bushels. A plaque commem
orating this event and bearing the names of those 
twelve farmers who contributed, may be seen outside 
the Department of Agriculture at the Legislative 
Buildings, Winnipeg. 

Home of Neil and Annie McLeod, 3 miles east of Salmoral, in 
1882. 

Neil McLeod and Andrew Mitchell are credited 
with the building of the Good Hope School, and the 
Victoria Presbyterian Church (1883). It is believed 
that Neil took out his own personal loan for the 
building of the church. It is told, also, that Bill was 
responsible for the naming of the school. The trus
tees were having a meeting in the kitchen of the 
McLeod home to decide upon a name for the school, 
and Bill listening in from the other room in the log 
house, spoke up and said, "Why don't you call it 
Good Hope?" At the time he had been studying 
about Captain Cook's voyages around the southern 
point of Africa, which he had named Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Neil, always active in public affairs, was Tax 
collector for the municipality for the fall of 1881 
(Salary $120.00), Warden of the Municipality, 1882. 
He joined the Stonewall Masonic Lodge in 1883 (It 
had been founded in 1880). He was an elder of the 
Victoria Presbyterian Church, and was a Justice of 
the Peace. He served as councillor in 1897. 

In 1915 he retired to Stonewall, and became care
taker of the post office, a position he held until his 
death in 1925. He was active in the union of the 
Methodist and Presbyterian Churches which took 
place in 1925. 

He and his wife were loving, gentle folk, and it 
had been their wish to die together. In early Decem
ber, 1925 they both contracted pneumonia. Neil died 
on December 5th. His wife survived him but two 
days. Theirs was a double funeral, and their 
tombstone in the Stonewall cemetery bears a quota
tion from Samuel: "They were lovely, pleasant in 
their lives, and in their death they were not divided." 
2 Samuel 1,2,3 
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The William McLeod Story 
by Eileen McLeod 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. McLeod. 

William (Bill) McLeod was the only son of Neil 
McLeod and Annie Currie. He settled on a farm (220 
acres) SW 9-15-2E. This required clearing because 
he had bought it in 20-acre wood lots. In his youth he 
had worked on a railroad survey party at Warroad, 
N.D., and during the winter months had freighted 
fish on Lake Winnipeg. Many were the exciting 
bedtime stories he would tell of his adventures in 
these two lines of endeavour, - bears invading the 
camp, horses breaking through the ice, etc. 

In December 1915 he married Mary Elizabeth 
Rodway, and settled on his farm which had now been 
partially cleared, and buildings erected. There, he 
engaged in mixed farming, and raised Aberdeen 
Angus cattle. Before the advent of the trucking in
dustry, during the years 1928-35, he was knwon as a 
livestock shipper, shipping cattle and hogs on the 
railroad on a commission basis for farmers in the 
district. He may well be remembered for his colour
ful speech, and being a cattle man at heart, two of his 
favourite sayings were "take the bull by the horns" 
and "let the tail go with the hide". 

He retired from farming in October 1945 at the 
age of seventy-five, and moved with his wife to 
Stonewall. He died on November 11, 1954. His wife 
continued to live in Stonewall until her death on 
March 11, 1973. 

To them in their union were born three sons, 



Wm. McLeod Family - Vina, Norman, Eileen, Allister and 
Neil. 

Norman, Allister and Neil, and two daughters Eileen 
and Vina. 

In the service of the R.C.A.F. Norman and Allis
ter losttheirlives during World War 2. W. 0. Norman 
McLeod was shot down over Dusseldorf, Germany 
on November 3,1943, and is buried in the Rheinberg 
War Cemetery near Duisberg, Germany. On a similar 
mission P. 0. Allister McLeod was shot down in 
Holland on November 1, 1944, and is buried in the 
Venray Cemetery, near Venlo, Holland. Both boys 
were attached to the same squadron (426) and they 
both wrote their last letter home on the same date, 
October 31, but a year apart. We are indebted to 
Hewitt Hornbeck who wrote a comprehensive ac
count of Allister's war story and a fine tribute to all 
the Balmoral boys who gave their lives in World War 
2. 

This was published in the Argus, August 29, 
1979. 

Neil, like his dad, had a taste of camp life, and 
worked in a bush camp in Ontario in 1946. In 1948 he 
went to B. C. to work in the quarries and mines on 
Texado Island. He also worked in an iron mine at Port 
McNeill on Vancouver Island. In 1951 he married 
June Taylor of McBride, B. C. In 1962 he became an 
organizer for the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers' 
Union in Vancouver, B.C. which later emerged with 
the United Steelworkers of America. He was trans
ferred to Winnipeg in May, 1976. He is planning to 
retire in B.C. in October, 1982. They have one son, 
Darwin, who is presently working in Winnipeg. 
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Vina taught school at Woodlands, Treherne, and 
Selkirk and for three years in Winnipeg. In 1952 she 
married Wilbert Henderson of Morden. They have 
two sons, Donald of Calgary, and Norman of Win
nipeg. Vina and Wilbert are presently enjoying semi
retirement on their farm at Morden. 

Eileen began her teaching career in January, 1937 
teaching at Kelwood, West Kildonan, Manitoba and 
Norwood before joining the Winnipeg School Divi
sion in 1949. She received her Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of Manitoba in 1956, and 
her Bachelor of Education in 1957. She plans to retire 
in June, 1982. 

Many will remember Dora Rowley who lived 
with the McLeod family during her high school 
years. She graduated from the Selkirk Mental Hospi
tal, and in 1942 married Gerry Phillips of Selkirk. He 
won the D.S.O. during the war, and graduated in 
electrical engineering from the University of Man
itoba. They live at St. Thomas, Ontario. They have 
two sons, Gerry Jr., and Brian and one daughter, Jean 
- all married and living in Ontario. 

The Main Family 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Main and family Sid, 

Reg, Dorothy, Horace, Marjorie and Bob came to 
Balmoral in the spring of 1905 from Northampton, 
England. 

They first settled for a few months in the Good 
Hope district, later the same year buying the farm Y4 
mile west of Balmoral from Mr. and Mrs. Munroe. 

Mr. Main died in August 1909, Mrs. Main and 
family carried on managing the farm. Later, Sid, Reg 
and Horace settled on farms within a radius of one 
mile from the home farm. 

The dwelling when they bought the farm was a 
log house in the north west corner of the barn yard. In 
1919 they moved into the present home. 

Sid, his wife Mary and one son farmed one mile 
north of Balmoral, on the east side of the road. 

Reg, his wife Ainsley and three daughters farmed 
one mile north on the west side of the road. 

Horace, his wife Eleanor, three daughters and 
one son farmed one mile west of Balmoral. 

Dorothy and her husband Reg Brown, two 
daughters and one son farmed one mile south and two 
miles east of BalmoraL 

Marjorie married Sam Davidson, station agent in 
Balmoral with a family of three sons. In 1930 they 
moved to Macdonald, Manitoba to the agency there. 

When Bob came of age in 1924 he and his mother 
jointly carried on the home farm, until Mrs. Main's 
death in March, 1938. 

Bob married Marjorie Holloway in 1934, and 
raised a family Sid, Madge, Reg and Glenn. 



In 1972 Bob and Marjorie turned the home farm 
over to their youngest son Glenn, and moved into the 
town of Balmoral. Bob died in January, 1977. 

At present, Sid, his wife Donna and family Warn
er, Corey and Danny own and operate a general store 
"The Four Season". This store dates back to the late 
1890's. 

Reg, his wife Joan and daughter Kelley live in the 
town of Balmoral. Reg is employed at the Bristol 
Aerospace in Stony Mountain and Joan teaches in the 
Balmoral school. 

Glenn, his wife Jean, and family Gordon and 
Tammy are on the home farm. Glenn is also em
ployed with the Rockwood Victoria Co-op Bulk Milk 
Service and Jean is a dietary assistant at the Stone
wall Health Centre. 

Madge and her husband John Feldsted and family 
Shelley, Sean and Ian live in Edmonton, Alberta. 
John is employed in the Correctional Institute of 
Canada in Edmonton. Madge in the Canadian Imper
ial Bank of Commerce in Edmonton. 

Alice, the eldest of Reg and Ainsley's family 
married Fred McKnight. They have three children 
Mickey, Chris and Chuck. Alice and Fred are still 
living in Balmoral where Alice is employed at the 
Recreation Centre. Fred is now retired. 

Phyllis met her husband Saul Schwartz, when she 
was matron of the Ashern Hospital. They have three 
daughters, Diane, Betty Rose and Carolyn. Phyllis 
and Saul now live in Winnipeg where Phyllis is co
ordinator at the Miseracordia Hospital and Saul is 
retired. 

Shirley married Walter Jahns and they have three 
children, Patricia, Phyllis and Ken. They own and 
operate a general store in Balmoral. The front part of 
their store building was originally the second school 
in Balmoral. The back half was the former Barber 
shop and pool room, owned and operated for many 
years by Leo Mercer. 

Reg died in May 1937 and Ainsley died in 
November, 1978. 

The Horace Main Family 
Dorothy, the oldest of Horace and Eleanor's fam

ily, married John Nemeth. They are living in 
Belmont, California. They have one daughter 
Louise, also of California. 

Margaret, who married Charles Tarrant is pres
ently living in Atikokan, Ontario. They have two 
girls, Debbie and Kim, who are living in Fort 
Frances, Ontario. 

Gladys moved to the United States and there she 
met and married Hilary Hall. They are presently 
living in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Henry, the youngest is presently operating the 
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home farm, 1 Y4 miles west of Balmoral. Here he 
grows grain as well as operating a large specialized 
hog set up. 

The A. S. Matheson Family 
"Alex Sam" (1876) was active in church and 

community all his life. He was organist of Grassmere 
church for 20 years and served in many capacities in 
that congregation. In the community he was a munic
ipal councillor, active in the U.P.M. (United Farmers 
of Manitoba), the Rockwood Agricultural Society, a 
debater of note, and a staunch supporter of the Man
itoba Wheat Pool from its inception. He will be 
remembered by many as "Santa Claus" at school 
Christmas concerts from Warren to Little Mountain. 
In 1910 he married Lila Little whose parents had 
come from Port Hope, Ontario and homesteaded in 
the Minto area in Manitoba in 1882. Prior to their 
marriage, Mrs. Matheson taught at Tecumseh School 
for four years and until she moved to Winnipeg in 
1952 was also active in the life of the community 
through the church, the W.M.S., the Ladies Aid, the 
Agricultural Society and U. F. M. Mr. and Mrs. Math
eson resided on the S Y2 of 13-13-lE across from the 
original Matheson homestead, and there their family 

Ruth, Jean, Helen, Alex, Mona and Ross were 
born. Alex died in January, 1935 and Lila in June, 
1966. 

Ruth (1911) spent her life in education. She 
taught in Eriksdale, Highland Glen and 9 years in 
Stonewall. In 1932 she joined the staff of the Win
nipeg Division where she worked for 32 years. Dur
ing those years she earned a B.A. and B. Ed. and 
when she retired in 1973 was principal of Lord Nel
son School. She taught in England on exchange 
1949-50 and since that time has travelled extensively. 
She remains active in community, volunteer and 
church work. 

Jean (1913) also trained as a teacher and taught in 
Highland Glen, Argyle and Stonewall. She joined 
the R.C.A.F. as a Clark Accountant in 1942. Follow
ing the war, she obtained a degree in Social Work and 
was employed with Family Services of Winnipeg 
until her retirement. She is an active member of Fort 
Garry United Church. 

Helen(l915), the third member of the family to 
train as a teacher, taught 6 years at Tecumseh School 
before joining the staff of the Manitoba Federation of 
Agriculture where she spent one year as Secretary of 
Farm Radio Forum, and five years as Director of 
Youth Work. In 1948 she married Ken Sisson. The 
Sissons farmed at Elm Creek until 1954 when they 
were part of a group which set up an experiment in 
Co-op Farming at Deleau, Manitoba. In 1956 she 
joined the Department of Education as Programme 



Organizer for the School Broadcasts Branch. Helen 
and Ken are always active in community and church 
work. They have 2 children, Lesley and Paul, and 3 
granchildren. Ken died in 1967. 

Ross (1925). During his 26 years, Ross lived a 
full life - engaged in farming which he loved, and 
contributed to church and community. Ross died 
following surgery in December 1951. 

The T. A. Matheson Family 
Alex (1918). April 1918 was a special month for 

Alex Sam Matheson - he acquired a son and a 
model T Ford! 

Alex Jr. completed his education at Stonewall 
Collegiate just in time to take over the farm at the 
death of his father. In 1949 he married Mildred 
Wilton of Carman, Manitoba and they moved to the S 
Y2 of 14-13-lE, the farm which Alex and Ross had 
purchased from their Uncle Arthur Matheson in 
1947. Alex was for 17 years a provincial director of 
Manitoba Pool Elevators and has always been a 
staunch supporter of the co-operative and credit 
union movements. Besides being active in church 
and community, Alex and Mildred have both contrib
uted greatly to the musical life of the area. They have 
four children - Eric, Myrna, Bill and George. All 
attended Tecumseh and Stonewall Schools and dur
ing these years were active in 4-H, Young People's 
and Rockwood Music and Art Festival. 

Eric (1950) obtained a Science Degree in 1973. 
However, he chose to leave the field of research and 
was ordained to the ministry of the United Church in 
June 1981. In August 1981 he married Cheryl Kinney 
of Saskatoon and they presently serve the charge at 
Snow Lake, Manitoba. Cheryl is a speech therapist. 

Myrna (1953) obtained an R.N. degree from 
Health Sciences Centre and subsequently nursed at 
St. Boniface Hospital. She is presently working to
wards a Bachelor of Science degree at the University 
of B.C. in Vancouver. 

George (1959), throughout his school and univer
sity years, was always active in sports, particularly 
track and field. He competed in many provincial 
track competitions and in the Canada Games in New
foundland in 1978. He received his Bachelor of Arts 
in 1980 and is presently employed as an Insurance 
Adjustor. In September 1981 he married Shelley Par
kinson of Winnipeg and they have taken up residence 
in that city. Shelley is a dental technician. 

The W. L. Matheson Family 
Bm (1955). After completing the Diploma 

Course in Agriculture, Bill joined his father on the 
family farm. He married Patti Chalmers of Somerset, 
Manitoba and they live in the original Arthur Mathe-
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son home, Bill's parents having built a new home just 
east of the original site. Bill is following in the 
Matheson tradition - a supporter of the co-operative 
movement, a member of the Agricultural Society, 
and active in all phases of church and community 
work. Patti is teaching in St. James. 

The R. Rutherford Family 
Mona (1922) took an Advanced Secretarial and 

Bookkeeping course at Success Business College 
and subsequently taught Shorthand at Success Busi
ness College before entering the business world. In 
1950 she married Bob Rutherford and they farmed in 
Rosser until they purchased the A. S. Matheson 
family farm and moved to Stonewall in 1955. Mona 
and Bob have both been active in church and com
munity. Mona was organist at Grassmere Church for 
28 years. Bob has been a Registered Seed Grower for 
30 years. They have five children - Ken, Ross, 
Nancy, Bruce and Beth. All attended Tecumseh and 
Stonewall schools and during these years made their 
mark in 4-H through their public speaking, and were 
active participants in Young People's and Rockwood 
and Winnipeg Musical Festivals. 

Ken (1951) received a Physical Education degree 
in 1973 and left that same year to teach in the Carib
bean. While teaching at Marsh Harbour and Cat 
Island from 1973-80, Ken received his pilot and 
instructor ratings and ran a private charter business in 
the Out Islands. He is presently studying for his 
A. T.P. license and working for a charter company on 
the island of Providenciales in the British West In
dies. 

Ross (1953) began his media career with the CBC 
in 1972 as mail clerk and subsequently technician. In 
1973 he became Sports Announcer and Anchorman 
for Late Night News with CKY. From 1977-80 he 
was News Reporter for lTV Edmonton and CBC 
Edmonton, returning to Winnipeg in 1980 as News 
Reporter for CBC. In 1978 he married Dori Cox of 
Winnipeg and they make their home in that city. Dori 
is purser with Pacific Western Airlines. 

Nancy (1954) received her B.A. in 1975 and 
Teaching Certificate in 1976. She joined the staff of 
the Stonewall Centennial School in January 1977. In 
1976 she married Rick Orlesky from Stony Mountain 
and in 1981 they mvod to St. Albert, Alberta where 
Rick is an Insurance Adjuster. Nancy is presently 
teaching in St. Albert. They have one daughter, Sara. 

Bruce (1956) has always been active in sports 
and played Junior Football with the Winnipeg Rods 
for four years. He was basketball coach for eight 
years. He is presently working towards an Arts de
gree at the University of Manitoba. 

Beth (1960), whose chief interests have always 



been people and sports, also enjoys sharing her talent 
as a vocalist. She is completing her B.A. Degree 
while working as a Real Estate Agent in Winnipeg. 

The W. C. Matheson Family 
Willis (1881) lived for most of his life on the 

Matheson family farm (12-13-IE) taking over when 
his parents retired to Stony Mountain in 1917. He too 
was active in church and community and as a soloist 
and choir member shared his gift of a fine bass voice. 

In 1917 he married Roberta Anderson of North 
Georgetown, Quebec. There is an interesting story 
concerning this romance. Willis' sister Jessie, reg
ularly sent answers to the "Kings Own Puzzle Cor
ner". In 1902, two girls won special prizes in this 
Puzzle Comer - Jessie Matheson and Roberta An
derson. During the next 12 years these two girls 
corresponded and, though they had never met, such a 
close friendship was formed that Roberta came from 
Quebec to be Jessie's bridesmaid when she became 
Mrs. Gamet Lindsay. Out of this visit came Roberta's 
marriage to Willis on February 7, 1917. They had one 
son, Alwyn, who, with his father, moved to Stone
wall in 1954. Alwyn still resides in Stonewall. Willis 
died in January 1955 and Roberta in July 1934. 

Henry Oliver May (1873-1957) 
submitted by Mrs. Dorothy Matthewson 

Mr. and Mrs. H. O. May. 

Mr. May was born in Newport, England. As a 
boy at the age of 11, Mr. May travelled around the 
southern and central part of England playing the 
comet in a band and also as a comet soloist. At the 
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age of 19, he came to Canada and settled at Edm~n
ton where he joined the North West Mounted Pollee 

while there, he lead the First Citizen Band. 
In 1895, Mr. May came to Stonewall and worked 

in the quarries before working in a store for Mr. 
Fulbrook. Soon after his arrival, he took over the 
local band. In 1904, he joined the staff of "Musgrove 
and Co." when the store was opened and was in 
business for a good many years. 

Mr. May and Elizabeth Musgrove were married 
in 1910 and had a family of four namely, Dorothy 
(Mrs. W. P. Matthewson), Eleanor, George and Bill. 

In 1919, the Manitoba Musical Festival had its' 
beginning and since then until 1955 when our Rock
wood-Stonewall Festival originated, entrants from 
this area participated in Winnipeg and great credit is 
due to Mr. and Mrs. May. Mr. May was an honorary 
local representative to the Manitoba Musical Festival 
for years. 

The outstanding achievement in church choirs in 
town which was so highly commended for "high 
standard and excellence" at the Manitoba Musical 
Festival, was that of the Union choir (each church 
represented) under the direction of Mr. May and Mrs. 
Mayas the accompanist. In 1922, the Lieutenant 
Governor's Shield was brought home and in 1923 and 
1924, the Ladies Choir won the St. Cecilia Shield; of 
this choir, the adjudicator considered it a remarkable 
performance "It was a striking example of that 
individual talent for leadership which we know so 
well in the country festivals at home, where one man, 
by enthusiasm and magnetic genius had built ~p a 
really beautiful work of art from an apparently mmus 
quality of material. " This was the most popular win 
of the Festival. 

The Goulding Music Shield came to Stonewall in 
1924 and 1925, and in 1925, the Sir John C. Eaton 
Shield as well. Of the ladies' choir, Dr. Bantock, the 

Mrs. May's Music Class about 1953. 



adjudicator from England pronounced its rendition 
as-a "versatile achievement" placing it several points 
ahead of what was then conceded to be the best 
Ladies' Choir of Canada. 

Mr. and Mrs. May's contribution to the Musical 
life of the whole Community was most inestimable. 

In 1948, the Kinsmen Club sponsored a Junior 
Glee Club under the direction of Mrs. Phil Matthew
son with Mrs. Mayas accompanist. This first venture 
was very pleasing and one of ~he adjudicators re
marked, "Well, you're small and large, all shapes 
and sizes - jolly good" - "You know we don't 
compare choirs we match you against ideals; we 
think well of you." A great many of this same choir 
are carrying on with school and church choirs now 
and it is most rewarding to see what wonderful work 
they are doing. 

Mrs. May was organist in the Methodist and 
United Church for about 60 years and retired in 1958 
when Mrs. Matthewson took over. Mr. May retired in 
1954 owing to poor health. "Music to Mr. May was a 
way of life." Next to music was his love of flowers 
and gardening - a member of the Horticultural 
Society for years. Mr. May was known to have expe
rienced great exaltation of spirit while directing 
choirs, bands and orchestras. He lived abundantly. 
He had great ability and his contribution to this 
community has influenced the lives of many in the 
realm of music. Beauty - he loved everything beau
tiful, the sky, clouds, flowers, mountains, but above 
all, he could bring this beauty out of music. 

He was far beyond any of us in musical capacity 
and artistic insight. However, some fragments of that 
ability, insight and devotion of his genius have passed 
into our lives, inspiring us with something of the 
spiritual radiance and appreciation for the beautiful, 
which he possessed. Mr. and Mrs. May have been the 
"backbone" of the musical life in Stonewall and 
district, and if it had not been for these two gifted 
people, we probably would not have had that appre
ciation for the better things in life. 

Mrs. Matthewson still participates in the Rock
wood Festival of the Arts after 27 years of either choir 
directing or accompanying. She also had the honour 
of receiving a Centennial Medal of Honour in 1971 
from the Manitoba Historical Society. She has car
ried on as choir director and organist at the Stonewall 
United Church since 1958. 

The members of the Stonewall Ladies' Choir 
which had the pleasure and honour of representing 
our Festival at "Manitoba Hi-Lites" in Brandon are 
to be commended on their wonderful presentation. 
The next year (1980) the same 26 ladies from the 
community sang Shubert's "The Lord is My Shep
herd" and were highly praised and recommended to 
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compete in Winnipeg in Grade A class. This was a 
four part setting and was very "touching". 

Music is one of the revealed attributes and pur
suits of the life to come - it points to grander spheres 
than those of space and time. Music is our only 
universal language. 

John Medwid 
by Marion Makowski 

John Medwid was born in Austria in 1900 and 
came to Canada and Manitoba in 1902 with his par
ents, brothers and sisters. Upon their arrival they 
purchased a farm in the Dennis Lake area. There 
were no roads, no buildings and no neighbors close 
by. The nearest neighbor lived about 3 miles away. To 
survive the winter, John's father dug a big hole in the 
ground, covered with trees and branches on top for a 
roof and this was their first home. 

Next spring a log house was built, land was 
cleared and the homesteading began. Gradually 
more settlers came and they all helped each other to 
settle into the area. There were a lot of stones in the 
area so it was not easy to farm. John lived and farmed 
with his father until he married Helen in 1927 on 
February 19. 

Five children were born in "Babas" log house 
throughout the years. In 1937 John decided to look 
for something better and easier to work on, so he 
bought a farm south east of Good Hope School. After 
a few years of farming "out in the bog" he bought 
another farm in 1942, southwest of Balmoral known 
as "The Miller farm". Here grain farming and milk 
shipping was their prime objective. Three more chil
dren were added to the family before John bought 
another farm south of Balmoral in 1946 where his 
youngest son Jim now lives. Life was rough and hard 
but'there were happy times too. Things were slower 
and the family could enjoy whatever they did. 

The couple have eight children, all living. Steve 
farms in Argyle, Marian lives in Stonewall. Bill lives 
in Winnipeg, Jean in Calgary, Lucy in Phoenix, 
Arizona. Peter lives in Winnipeg but farms in Stone
wall, Marg lives outside of Stony Mountain and Jim 
farms on the home place. The original old house will 
be dismantled this year to make way for a new road 
going by and a new house has been built. John and 
Helen retired to live in Teulon in 1967 where they 
enjoy the company of their children, grandchildren 
and friends. 

Peter Makowski - NE 13~13-1E 
This fat'"1ll is situated 2V2 miles south of Stone

wall, and better known as the old "George Taylor 
farm". Situated about an eighth of a mile off the road 
the original home nearly 100 years old still stands 



majestically surrounded by beautiful trees. Old 
timers recall the many good times, on this farm as 
many dances were held in the house. 

The old bam was tom down in 1965 to make way 
for a newer structure. Harry Makowski with his wife 
Nettie, sons Peter and Martin and daughter Ann 
bought the farm in 1945. Here grain was grown along 
with a vegetable market garden. Harry passed away 
in December of 1949. His son Peter was married to 
Marian Medwid in June of 1949, so after his father's 
death, he took over the farming operation. A dairy 
herd was set up and was in operation until a few years 
ago. Peter was born in St. Andrews, Manitoba and 
received his education there. Marian was born in 
Dennis Lake in Baba's house and received her educa
tion in Dennis Lake, Good Hope and Balmoral. The 
couple have five children. Robert farms in Balmoral, 
Ken, Dennis, Judy and Randy are at home. Peter 
works out, but a cow-calf operation has been set up 
on this farm now. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Meldrum 
by Mrs. M. Tegelberg 

Mr. Meldrum was principal of Gunton School 
from 1917-1929. During those years many students 
passed through the school systems and he was always 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Meldrum. 

considered to be a just, humane man of the finest 
qualities. Like many teachers in the early days, he 
was involved in much community work and former 
students invariably remark how Mr. Meldrum influ
enced their lives by his example, not only as a teach
er, but as a concerned friend. 

Gunton School, at that time, had grades I-XI with 
the principal teaching all subjects to grades IX, X, 
XI. As well, Mr. Meldrum took a keen interest in 
sports, at a time when sports were not exactly a 
priority in school curriculums. He organised base-
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ball teams and saw that transportation was available 
to take the teams to and from neighboring towns and 
villages for competitive games. There were inter
school field days and, again, Mr. Meldrum helped 
train and see that the students got to the site of each 
year's meet. His daughter Jessie competed in races 
and won four medals in these events. 

Mr. Meldrum was an active church worker being 
superintendent of the Gunton United Church Sunday 
School. He and Mrs. Meldrum helped prepare for the 
annual concerts and with drama festival work. They 
were members of the Debating Club and Mr. 
Meldrum was keenly interested in politics supporting 
L. P. Bancroft who became M.P. for the area. 

Mr. Meldrum was born in Grand Valley, Ontario, 
and received his education there before moving to 
Manitoba. Mrs. Meldrum came from Flesherton, 
Ontario, and came west to Ethelbert, Manitoba as a 
mission nurse. Some years after their marriage, Mr. 
and Mr. Meldrum moved to Gunton where he be
came principal of the school and where for a time 
they ran the post office. They had a family of three 
girls Florence, Jessie and Vema. Their son Gordon 
was born while they lived at Gunton. 

Mrs. Meldrum was also very active in the com
munity, working in the Sunday School, the church 
and as president of the Lo.D.E. and later, of the 
Women's Institute. She was also leader of the 
C.G.LT. Her interests were in music and sewing and 
many an ex -C. G. L T. member owes her prowess with 
the sewing machine, embroidery, and knitting nee
dles to Mrs. Meldrum's training. The women of the 
community owed, to her, many interesting and infor
mative programs while she was head of the W.L 
Among other activities, they had several quilting 
bees and, in those days, the meetings were a real 
boon to country women as a social outing. The 
C. G . L T. girls have fond memories of the camping 
trips at Winnipeg Beach often the only holiday some 
would have during the year. 

After leaving Gunton Mr. Meldrum was principal 
at Gimli and at McCreary, Manitoba. In all, he taught 
50 years in Manitoba and, in 1958, was made a life 
member of the Manitoba Teachers' Federation. He 
retired three times . . . at 65 years of age from 
McCreary High School; he was then invited to be 
principal of Brookdale High School. At the request 
of McCreary, he returned to the McCreary High 
School and remained there as principal until 1958. 

One has said of him: "Mr. Meldrum's outstand
ing characteristic was his interest in young people. 
He established a self-confidence in his students and 
encouraged many to achieve goals beyond their ex
pectations. Until his death, in 1959, he never lost 
interest in them and was always a 'youth' at heart. 



The Meldrum Family at Wasagaming, Man. Back: Jack Bryer, 
Jessie Bryer, Gordon Meldrum, Gladys Meldrum, Wm. 
Meldrum, Margaret Meldrum, Verna Karpenic, Thomas 
Floyde, Florence Floyde. Front: Ron Bryer, Jean Bryer, Mar
garet Floyde, Jackie Bryer, Earle Floyde, Kenneth Floyde. 

Mrs. Meldrum kept up her interests in the communi
ty in McCreary where she lived until her death in 
1965. 

Ofthe family Vema, while still at Gunton, repre
sented the municipality of Rockwood in a province
wide oratorical contest the finals of which were held 
in the old Walker Theatre, Winnipeg. The family in 
later years often vacationed at Clear Lake. Florence, 
the eldest married Thomas Floyde and they reside at 
McCreary; Jessie married Jack Bryer of Russell, 
Manitoba; Vema's husband is Harry Karpenic of 
Quesnel, B.C. where they presently live; Gordon 
married Gladys Cooney and they have a business at 
Clear Lake where they live in summer and, in winter, 
they reside in Florida. 

John and Alice Mercer 
submitted by Phyllis Mercer 

John and Alice Mercer and five children arrived 
in Rockwood Municipality in 1912 from Nashua, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. They spent the winter north of 
Balmoral on NE Y4 19-15-2E and later purchased the 
farm being E Y2 36-14-lE where Don Latta now lives. 
They had good years in mixed farming but were 
hailed out twice, and rust which was prevalent cut the 
yield on their grain some years. 

In 1928 great excitement was caused around the 
district when chicken thieves were raiding their 
premises. After the second loss of his chickens, Mr. 
Mercer set up an alarm system and soon two chicken 
thieves were caught, and one received a full load of 
shot gun pellets in his seat. The thieves were given 
three years sentence each in Stony Mountain Peniten
tiary. 

Mrs. Mercer was a member of the Balmoral 
United Church and was an active member of the 
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Ladies Aid. She also belonged to the Women's In
stitute. Gardening was one of her hobbies and she 
was an excellent cook so loved baking for her family. 
People near and far called her "Grandma Mercer" as 
she was loved by all who knew her. 

Their daughter and four sons attended the Bal
moral School. Luella married Jack Pulfer and resided 
in Winnipeg until 1949 and then moved to Stonewall. 
They bought the Esso Bulk Dealership from Howard 
Scott and operated this until their retirement in 
Stonewall. 

Leo the eldest son farmed until 1921. He married 
Phyllis Watt of Balmoral and moved into the village 
where he operated a barber shop and pool room, later 
becoming an electrical contractor. (See separate his
tory on Leo and Phyllis Mercer.) 

Marc returned to the U.S.A. and attended North
western University of Chicago. He married Mabel 
Hansen of Milwaukee. She died in 1970. When farm 
weed sprayers first came out he became a distributor 
for these at Milwaukee for a large area. Marc retired 
to Florida in 1972 and died there on February 3, 
1982. They did not have any children. 

Serl and Lyle were on the farm during the 30's 
and were well known in this area. Serllater went to 
Detroit where he worked for Socony-Vacuum Oil. 
He was in active service with the United States Navy 
during World War II, and saw much action in the far 
Pacific, returning to his employment after the war. He 
died on July 9, 1970. 

Lyle, the youngest of the family went to the 
Milwaukee area in Wisconsin. He married Velma 
Sanders of Montana. He also saw much active ser
vice in the American Navy in the Far East during 
World War II. Following discharge from the Service 
he was employed as a civilian in the United States 
Naval Ordinance Section at Waukegan, Illinois. Lyle 
died on April 20, 1977. They did not have a family. 
Velma resides in Great Fall, Montana. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Mercer on their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
at their home in Balmoral, Feb. 15th, 1948. 



Mr. and Mrs. John Mercer retired to the village of 
Balmoral, and celebrated their 50th Wedding Anni
versary on February 15, 1948. Mr. Mercer passed 
away on December 7, 1952, and Mrs. Mercer passed 
away July 19, 1963. 

Leo and Phyllis Mercer 
submitted by Lila Atkinson (Mercer) 

Leo Mercer remained on the family farm until 
1921. (See John and Alice Mercer history.) He then 
bought the poolroom and barber shop business from 
Frank Foulston, located in the west end of Skinkle's 
Hotel in Balmoral. In 1924 the hotel burned down so 
Leo decided to build a new pool hall opposite the 
present Community Hall. He operated this until 
1949. Later he took an electrical course and con
ducted a successful electrical contracting business 
until his retirement. 

Leo married Phyllis Watt (see Watt history) in 
1921, and they had five children, four boys and one 
girl. Phyllis was noted as an excellent ball player in 
her younger days, and kept this up with her young 
family. She was active in the community, belonging 
to the Women's Institute (which later became the 
Community Club), was secretary-treasurer of the 
Hall Board for ten years; a member of the Balmoral 

Cal Mercer's Wedding. L to R: Leo, Phyllis, Penny and Cal. 

Ladies Curling Club of which she is now one of their 
Honorary Members. She taught piano lessons for 
several years. In the local orchestra she played the 
violin, along with Mrs. Latta on the piano, Mrs. 
Aberhardt (Blondie) on the piano accordion, Mr. 
John O'Neill on the drums, Everett Armstrong on the 
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saxophone, along with others. For 18 years she was 
employed by the 1. C. Slater Insurance Agency in 
Balmoral. Through the years she belonged to the 
Stonewall Art Club and did several oil paintings, 
along with other handicrafts. She still lives in Bal
moral and belongs to the Senior Citizens Group. 

Leo passed away in July 1979. 
Their children all live in Manitoba. Jim lives at 

Neepawa. He was married to Stella Cormier and they 
had three children. Stella died accidentally in 1957. 
In 1967 he married Minnie Clare. His lifetime em
ployment was a radio operator, and later years an 
electronic technician for the Ministry of Transport. 
He retired in 1976. 

Ken is an Electrical Inspector for the City of 
Winnipeg. He is married to Jean MacMillan of Mar
quette and they reside in Fort Garry. They have two 
children. 

Bill was in active service overseas with the Cana
dian Army in the Second World War. After the war he 
was employed in the passenger ticketing department 
of the C.N .R. later Via Rail, becoming Manager of 
The Passenger Service Centre for Via Rail and retired 
in 1981. He married Jean Bryan of Killarney and they 
had seven children. They reside in Fort Garry. 

Gerald (Gerry) operates Colonial Maintenance 
Ltd. in Winnipeg and resides in Assiniboia. He is 
married to Sally Dumonceaux of Whitewood, Sas
katchewan. They have one daughter. 

Lila only daughter worked as a Telephone Opera
tor at Stonewall and married Harvey Atkinson of the 
Rockwood School District. They moved to San Fran
cisco, living there for twelve years, then to Summer
land, B. C. where they owned and operated the L & L 
Motel for several years. They returned to Manitoba 
and presently reside in Stony Mountain. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Meronek 
by Mrs. E. Horn 

Theodore (Fred) Meronek immigrated to Canada 
from Western Ukraine in 1905. He resided in Stony 
Mountain where he was employed for 61 years. 

Mrs. Annie Meronek (formerly Shewchuk im
migrated to Canada from Western Ukraine in 1911. 
They were married there and resided in Stony Moun
tain for over 62 years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Meronek were faithful workers for 
the Anglican Church. Mr. Meronek was always will
ing to help anyone, especially around the church 
grounds. The base of many of the head stones in the 
cemetery was done by Fred. 

Mrs. Meronek was a kind and gentle lady and in 
her quiet way helped many of her neighbors. 

They had four sons Nicholas, William (Smiley), 
John and Michael. 



Mr. Meronek passed away January 28, 1966. 
Mrs. (Meronek) Black passed away March 10, 

1975. 

Ole and Florence Meyers 
Ole Meyers was born June 18, 1909 in the Sand

ridge District, one of nine children of Andrew and 
Elsie Meyers. That year they moved to Norris Lake 
where his Mother ran the Post Office for three years, 
while his Father worked in the saw-mills. Then An
drew realized his dream of having his own homestead 
which was SW y,. 17-17-IE. In a few years they 
moved to the Rings farm on the east side of Norris 
Lake as it had more land broken. In 1931 they bought 
the Rousseau farm on 36-17-1 W, one and a half miles 
southeast of Inwood on the Colonization Road. This 
became known as the Meyers Farm. Ole attended 
Norris Lake School. 

In 1945 Ole and brother Nels bought the Bal
moral Garage in Balmoral, from Sidney McMurdo 
and also became bulk oil dealers for Imperial Oil 
Limited. 

On June 9, 1951 Ole married Florence Bruderer 
of the Ridgeway District. She was born in Winnipeg 
and raised in the Lilyfield District. Her parents Joe 
and Katherine Bruderer had farmed in Lilyfield and 
raised beef cattle, when they moved to the Ridgeway 
District (NW V4 16-15-IE). She attended schools in 
both districts. She was one sister Kay Schmidli who 
lives in Deerfield, Wisconsin. 

In 1952 Nels bought a hotel at Wawota, Sask. and 
operated it, with Ole continuing on at the garage and 
oil dealership. 

In 1957 Ole sold the garage to William Mannetje, 
but kept the Imperial Oil dealership and farmed as 
well. 

During these years Ole was an active baseball 
player and later he also coached baseball and soft
ball. He curled a few years as well. His favorite 
sports were hunting and fishing and he did this when
ever possible. He was a long time member of the 
Teulon Game & Fish Association and attended most 
of the derbys through the years. 

Florence is a lover of animals and has been an 
active member of the Balmoral Equestrian Club, 
making field trips with the others of the Club, riding 
their horses in the Spruce Woods Provincial Park. 

Ole and Florence raised five sons and two daugh
ters. Douglas, Katherine (Appleyard), Margaret 
(Snell), Kenneth, Martin, David and Victor. They 
also raised as valued members of their family, Tracey 
Randall and her brother Greg, who came to them at 
eight and ten years of age. 

Ole passed away on November 15,1978 and he is 
buried in Balmoral-Victoria Cemetery. 
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Ole Meyers Family. Back Row: Kathy, Florence, Ole, Douglas. 
Middle: Greg, Martin, Tracey, Ken, Margaret. Front: Victor, 
David. 

Florence continues to live in the family home in 
Balmoral. 

John Daniel Millar 
submitted by Alison Olson 

John Millar was born in Huntington, Quebec in 
1880. He moved to Winnipeg with his wife and son 
James in 1910. He was a plasterer by trade and 
worked on many well known buildings in Western 
Canada. 

In 1926 a daughter Alison was born and in 1932 
his wife, Jean passed away. In the spring of 1936 Mr. 
Millar and Jim moved to the Balmoral area, SE V4 
1-15-IE where they resided until January 1965. 

Mr. Millar joined Argenteuil Masonic Lodge No. 
67 at LaChute, Quebec about 1909 and transferred to 
Stonewall Lodge No. 12 after moving to Balmoral. 
He had received his fifty and sixty year jewels from 
the Grand Lodge of Manitoba. He also received the 
same jewels from the Oddfellows where he was a 
member of Stonewall Lodge No. 49. 

Mr. Millar was one of those instrumental in the 
building of the Balmoral Curling Rink in 1938. He 
enjoyed the game until health prevented him from 
taking part, and was made an Honorary Member of 
the Club. While living in Balmoral Mr. Millar and 
Jim were involved with plastering many homes and 
business premises in the Interlake area. They were 
acclaimed for the excellence of their work. 

Mr. Millar was an adherent of the Balmoral 
United Church. He was a strong supporter of the 
Progressive Conservative Party. 

His daughter Alison became a teacher, educated 
at Queen's University and a graduate of the Univer
sity of Manitoba. In 1970 she married Ted Olson and 
they reside in Gimli. In 1975 she retired from teach
ing after twenty-nine years. 

In 1968 Mr. Millar became a resident of Mid-



dlechurch Home where he resided until he passed 
away in 1973. Jim lives with his sister and her hus
band in Gimli. 

Mr. Millar surely was a sincere friend to all he 
met and his inf1uence was felt by many. 

John Andrew Miller - Alice May (Last) 
Miller 
submitted by Bella Smith (nee Miller) 
Bethany, Ont. LOA lAO 

John Andrew Miller, son of John Miller and Mar
garet Elizabeth (Rose) Miller was born in 1880 at 
Halley's Station, near Renfrew, Ontario. At eleven 
years of age he came to Strathewen, Manitoba now 
known as Argyle area. He "broke up" land and 
custom threshed with his steam engine outfit even 
after gasoline tractors became popular. He used his 
steam engine in the lumber industry at Black Island 
on Lake Winnipeg. After marrying Alice May Last, 
daughter of Henry Last of Argyle, they settled on a 
farm south-west of Argyle for five years, then moved 
to the Balmoral area, where he broke up land and 
built his own barns, granaries and house. Eight chil
dren were born and raised on this farm. They retired 
to Stonewall where they lived for twenty-three years. 

Albert Victor, the eldest attended Bruce School 
for a year and a half and then with sister Bella, went 
to the Balmoral Consolidated School when the dis
trict amalgamated into one large school. Albert 
farmed for thirty-two years, was in the gravel busi
ness for twelve, and then retired to British Columbia. 
He married Myrtle McLeod in 1932, who passed 
away in 1951, and in 1954 he married Winnifred 
Nichols. Kenneth John and Eileen Myrtle were chil
dren of Albert and Myrtle, and Denise was born to 
Albert and Winnifred. 

Kenneth, after completing school, was in the 
gravel hauling business, learned the butcher trade 
and started an independent butcher business in St. 
Vital, Manitoba. He married a Scottish girl, Kath
erine Steele, and they had three sons, Cameron, 
Lyndon, and Brian. Cameron is in partnership with 
his father in the butcher shop. Brian is in high school, 
but Lyndon was killed by a careless driver, at the age 
of eight. 

Eileen completed high school, worked in a bank, 
and played baseball with champion teams. She mar
ried Elmore Lohmer, a successful farmer in the Vic
toria School District area. They had four children
Laurie, who took courses in Social work, is now 
managing a Day Care Centre in Stonewall. All four 
children are sports minded. Laurie won many credits 
when she took an active part in curling in the Canada 
Games in Brandon and was chosen to play baseball 
for the Manitoba team competing with all the other 
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Canadian provinces in 1981. Kenneth, Lyle and Dar
ryl are active participants in baseball, hockey and 
curling, as well as helping their dad on the farm. 

Denise completed two years university, married 
Gary McGaughey, who is manager of a tourist bureau 
in Sequin, Washington, U.S.A. They have a son, 
Brian. 

Bella taught school in Manitoba for eight years, 
married an Ontario farmer, Mervin Victor Smith, and 
they farmed in the Cavan, Ontario area for twenty
eight years, when Mervin was fatally injured in a 
machine accident. Bella continued teaching for 
twenty-one years in Ontario. Two children were 
born, Leora Louise and Glenn ErroL 

Leora trained and has nursed at the Northwestern 
Hospital in Toronto for nineteen years. She married 
Byron Robert Clifford, who has worked for National 
Drugs for a number of years. Michael Robert, their 
son, is taking a printing course at the Centre for the 
Deaf in Toronto. 

Glenn Errol Smith, after completing high 
school, graduated as a mechanical engineer. He 
worked in Cambridge for eight years, then moved to 
Calgary, Alberta and is branch manager for Flakt 
Canada Ltd. He and Carol Hubble of Peterborough 
were married in 1968 and have two sons, Jason Jarrett 
and Gavin Glenn. 

George, the third son of John and May Miller, 
married Bertha Coyle of Pleasantdale, Saskatchewan 
and they farmed in the Argyle area for twenty-six 
years, and then retired to Stonewall. Four boys were 
born. Marvin, an independent trucker, married Mar
ilyn Custance of Crystal City, Manitoba. They have 
two boys, Paul and Ryan. 

Ronald worked in Winnipeg and Calgary for 
eighteen years for Safeway stores. He married San
dra Proctor of Warren. They returned from Calgary 
to Warren and Ronald is now engaged in Home 
Construction. They have two girls, Ila and Cheryl 
and a son, Jason. 

Ila married a motor mechanic Craig Beauchamp, 
and they have a daughter, Alana Louise. Cheryl has 
competed as carnival queen. 

Ivan married to Marlene Sheard of Crystal City, 
has worked for Canada Packers, Eatons, and now 
drives a transport truck for Safeways. They have 
three children Kristine, Brent and Glenn. 

Keith Miller and Janice Murray were married in 
Stonewall. He worked for Trans Canada Glass Com
pany in Winnipeg and is now manager at Dauphin, 
Manitoba. Their children are Melinda and Dianne. 

Norman Miller, helped his father on the farm, 
went to the mines, entered the Air Force and then had 
a road construction outfit of his own. He later retired 
in Winnipeg, married 



Dorothy Lough, and had one son, Gerald, who 
married Linda Pareo. Gerald works for Videon Cable 
T. V. They have a son Jason, and a daughter, Jennifer. 
Norman adopted Sharon Burchill, whose husband, 
Leonard, is a bus driver. They have three children, 
Keith, Kevin and Karen and live in northern Alberta. 

Margaret taught school for six months in north
ern Manitoba, but due to a serious illness of spinal 
meningitis left the profession, but returned after her 
marriage to Toiva Mattila, a Rocanville, Saskatche
wan farmer, and taught school for eleven years. They 
adopted Elda May, who married Wilfred Nieminen 
and had two boys, David and Justin. 

Dorothy after a secretarial course, worked in 
Eatons, married a welder, Steve Skybar of Winnipeg, 
who worked for Joy Iron Works until his retirement 
in 1980. 

Donald, Shirley and Linda were their children. 
Donald, married to Carol Paluk, is a dispatcher for 
Reimer Transport in Winnipeg. Lynn, Dale and 
Wayne attend school in Stonewall. 

Shirley married to a Bell Telephone operator, 
Donald Holmes, works for Co-operative United 
Farmers of Alberta. Craig is their only child. 

Linda married Calude Le Grouix, who has an 
independent electric business in Medicine Hat, Al
berta. Linda is employed by the Edmonton Electric 
Water Works. 

John Lancelot Miller served as a mechanic be
fore joining the Air Force. He moved to British 
Columbia and married Glenys Williams of Co
quitlam, B.C. He has worked for Bowmac G.M.C., 
Vancouver for thirty years. Dianne, their eldest 
daughter, married Tyronne Johnson, an architect 
draftsman, and their two children are Dale and Jana. 

Lori completed her high school education, fur
thering it by travelling extensively throughout Eu
rope. She married Peter Theissen, an R.C.M.P. 
officer, and she is now employed with Sears in B.C. 

Leonard Kenneth Miller taught school for four 
years, entered the Insurance business after moving to 
Toronto and later to Kitchener, Ontario. He is mar
ried to Doreen Mollard of Stonewall. Their older son, 
Douglas, graduated from the University of Waterloo 
with a Bachelor of Mathematics degree and is now an 
accountant with Texaco Oil in Toronto. 

Gary attended Community College, is gifted in 
music and sports and has a responsible position as 
manager in the Highway Supermarket in Kitchener. 

Sandra has taken courses in art, music and sew
ing. She is a keen participant in sports and holds part 
time jobs while completing her high school. 
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Mr. Edward R. R. Mills - Stony 
Mountain 
Excerpts have been taken from this book and 
used in 100 Years of History in Rockwood 
Municipality. 

In 1888 the family of E. R. R. Mills moved to 
Stony Mountain. For a short period of time Ed Mills 
attended Stony Mountain School, later his mother 
and his two sisters moved to Magnus Avenue, Win
nipeg. The three children attended Aberdeen Public 
School, the old Central Collegiate Institute and the 
Normal School. All three children became teachers. 

E. R. R. Mills taught school, studied law, was 
admitted to the bar in 1913, served overseas in the 
First World War, returned to Stony Mountain in 1923 
and from there he served on the School Board, Rink 
Committee, Hospital Doctor and Health Unit Boards 
and the Municipal Council. 

He was the author of "The Story of Stony Moun
tain and District". 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Mitchell 
by Alvera Kelly (nee Mitchell) 

Andrew R. Mitchell. 

Andrew R. Mitchell and his wife Jaile were part 
of the original settlers at Balmoral in 1873. Andrew 
Mitchell was born in Spencerville, Ontario on Au
gust 2, 1844 and Jane Wood Storey was born in 
Dumfries, Ontario on April 16, 1846. They were 
married November 27th, 1867 in Molesworth, On
tario and came to Winnipeg in 1871. Andrew 
Mitchell engaged in contracting business. 

They later moved to the Balmoral area and early 
records make numerous references to the family. 

In the spring of 1878 a new school district was 
organized and Andrew Mitchell was one of the origi
nal three trustees. A new log school was soon built 
with volunteer labour and it became Balmoral S.D. 
No. 44. 

On April 29th, 1880 the first meeting was held to 
form the Stonewall Masonic Lodge No. 12 S.R.M. 
and A. R. Mitchell became the Senior Warden. He 



Mrs. Andrew Mitchell. 

remained active in the lodge for many years and was 
also one of the early Masters of the lodge. 

In 1882 the Reverend Alexander McFarlane be
came the missionary in charge of the stations known 
as Greenwood, Victoria, Brant, Argyle and Dundas. 
During 1883 the Victoria Presbyterian Church was 
built by A. R. Mitchell and Neil McLeod and other 
volunteers. The church was opened for public wor
ship and dedicated in the fall of 1883. 

Andrew Mitchell served as Reeve of the Rural 
Municipality of Rockwood for ten years from 
1885-1889 and from 1898-1902. 

From Stonewall Andrew and Jane Mitchell 
moved to Stony Mountain where he served as an 
instructor in the penitentiary until his retirement. 

By 1895, the Baptists, Congregationalists, Meth
odists and Presbyterians joined together for worship 
in Stony Mountain and built the United Church. 
Andrew Mitchell was one of the original superinten
dents. 

The fact that their three daughters resided in 
Saskatchewan prompted Andrew and Jane to retire to 
Saskatoon in 1913. 

Andrew and Jane have seven children. Their thir
teen surviving grandchildren all live in Canada with 
residences ranging from Victoria, B.C. to the Prairie 
provinces, to Ottawa, Ontario. 

Andrew Mitchell died August 28,1922 at the age 
of78 and Jane, November 22nd, 1923 at the age of77 
years. Both are buried in the cemetery behind the 
Victoria Presbyterian church in Balmoral which he 
helped to build. 
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Andrew R. Mitchell 
submitted by Jean Leavens 

Andrew's father, Andrew Mitchell was born at 

Andrew R. Mitchell, 1844. 

Old Cunnoch, Ayrshire, Scotland on the 27th day of 
April, 1809. He came to Canada in 1832 and settled 
near Prescott, Ontario. There he was married to 
Elizabeth Graham, who died in 1876. They had five 
sons and three daughters. He learned the trade of 
carpentry and joining. He died in 1897. 

Andrew R. Mitchell was born on August 2,1844 
at Prescott, Ontario. He was married to Jane Wood 
Storey in 1868. She was born on April 16, 1846 near 
Galt, Ontario. They had two sons; William and Irwin 
and 5 daughters; Ella, Annie, Maud, Ada and Islay. 

Andrew Mitchell moved to Winnipeg from On
tario in 1871 and engaged in carpentry work. Later he 
moved to Stonewall to follow the same occupation. 
Eventually the family moved to a farm in Rockwood 
near Balmoral. During the next 20 years they lived in 
both places at different times. While on the farm he 
served two terms as Reeve as Rockwood Munic
ipality from 1885-1889 inclusive, then again from 
1898 to 1902. 

Andrew R. Mitchell and Ebenezer Sutherland 
under the firm name of "Mitchell and Sutherland" 
built the Rockwood School, located at NE Y4 of 
16-13-2E for $650.00, $250.00 when material was 
on the ground, and $400.00 when work was finished. 
The agreement was dated June 23rd, 1884 and the 



finish date was September 1st, 1884. They also built 
the first Masonic Hall, and Victoria Church near 
Balmoral and O. H. May's house which is still oc
cupied. 

In 1902 Andrew R. Mitchell was appointed Chief 
Trade Instructor at Stony Mountain Penitentiary. Due 
to a heart condition he retired from this position in 
the spring of 1913 and moved to Saskatoon. 

Andrew R. was a charter member of Stonewall 
Masonic Lodge No. 12 which held their first meeting 
on April 20 1880. He was Senior Warden. He was 
Worshipful Master in 1882. While Chief Trade In
structor at Stony Mountain Penitentiary he had a 
beautiful carved wooden altar made. This is still used 
by the Masonic Lodge and is admired by all visitors. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell were life long members of 
the Presbyterian Church. He was elder of the church 
and Superintendent of the Sunday School at Stone
wall, Victoria at Balmoral and Stony Mountain. 

Andrew R. Mitchell passed away on August 23, 
1922 and Mrs. Mitchell on November 22, 1923. Both 
are buried at Victoria Cemetery near Balmoral. 

Ella, the oldest daughter was born at Wingham, 
Ontario on March 28, 1869. She married William 
Cook on January 27,1892. They moved to Maymont, 
Saskatchewan and farmed there. She died on May 
30,1942. They had no children, but raised three boys 
at different times; first her cousin William Storey, 
then his nephew Dean Crossley and some years later 
her nephew John W. A. Donald. 

William James born on March 26, 1873 at Win
nipeg, Manitoba. He married Margaret Cume of 
Good Hope, near Balmoral on January 3,1900. They 
lived most of their married life at Stony Mountain. 
Mr. Mitchell will be fondly remembered by many 
pupils and teachers of Stony Mountain School where 
he was caretaker for many years. William Mitchell 
died on August 5, 1954 and Mrs. Mitchell on Decem
ber27, 1958. Both are buried in Stonewall Cemetery. 
They had one son and two daughters - Alvera and 
Gladys and Earl. Alvera now lives in Winnipeg and 
Gladys in Edmonton. Earl died on September 15, 
1966. 

Annie Mitchell was born on July 18, 1878. She 
married George Holloway in 1904. They lived all 
their married life in Balmoral. George was in part
nership with his brother Sid. George looked after the 
blacksmith shop in Balmoral and Sid looked after 
their funeral parlor in Stonewall. Anne Holloway 
died on May 2, 1946 and George on March 6, 1959. 
They are both buried in Stonewall Cemetery. They 
had three sons and one daughter; Gordon, Alwyn, 
Wilfred and Islay. Gordon married Elizabeth Bur
land (her dad was principal of Stonewall High 
School) on January 5, 1929. Gordon got his degree in 
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pharmacy and had a drug store in Stonewall, until his 
death in 1937. Islay married Stewart Simpson on 
October 21, 1939 and live on a farm in Roblin, 
Manitoba. Alwyn married Lonette Lamb of Gross 
Isle on February 2, 1941. They live in Winnipeg. 
Wilfred married Eleanor Walker. Wilfred took 
courses in radio and TV and still has his electrical 
shop in Stonewall. 

Irwin Mitchell was born on January 10, 1882. He 
married Margaret Mamie in 1909. Margaret's father 
Rev. 1. Mamie was the Baptist minister in Stonewall 
for several years. Margaret was a teacher and taught 
in Rockwood School District and then Grade One in 
Stonewall. Irwin served his apprenticeship at A. R. 
Leonards' Drug Store in Stonewall. He graduated 
from Manitoba College of Pharmacy in 1907. He 
bought the drug store in Roblin in October, 1909. 
They had one son and four daughters; Graham, 
Gladys, Jean, Lillian and Ruth. Graham served his 
apprenticeship in his dad's drug store; graduating 
from Manitoba College of Pharmacy in 1937. After 
the war he came back to Roblin to work for his dad 
and eventually purchased the store in 1946. Graham's 
son, James graduated from Manitoba College of 
Pharmacy in 1971. At that time they were the only 
family in Canada that had three generations of drug
gists. Graham and Jim still have Mitchells Drug 
Store in Roblin. This summer they are going to 
celebrate 75 years of Mitchells' Drugs in Roblin. 
Irwin Mitchell died on November 19, 1956 and Mar
garet on March 18, 1964. 

Ada was born in 1884. She married John Donald 
in 1915. He was a guard at Stony Mountain Penitenti
ary. On January 26, 1916 he was walking home from 
Winnipeg on the old streetcar tracks, when he was 
overtaken by a snow storm and froze to death. They 
had one son, John. Ada died on February 22, 1920. 

Maude was born in 1887. She married Roderick 
McRae on December 23, 1909. They lived all their 
married life in Saskatoon. They had one son and two 
daughters; Alexander, Evelyn and Dorothy. Maude 
died August 14, 1962. 

Islay was born in 1893. She was a stenographer 
and worked for the Province of Alberta in Edmonton. 
She died in 1976. 

All of Andrew Mitchell's immediate family have 
passed on. But his numerous grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, and great great grandchildren are liv
ing in different parts of Canada from Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia to Vancouver, British Columbia. His 
grandson Wilfred Holloway and family are stillliv
ing in Stonewall. He had his electrical shop. Jean 
Leavens, Irwin Mitchells' second daughter married 
Ivan Leavens. Ivan worked in the Stony Mountain 
Penitentiary - first in the accountants office then he 



was transferred to the Stores, where he worked up to 
Assistant Storekeeper. He worked there from Sep
tember, 1956 till his death on May 31, 1970. Leavens 
lived in one of the government houses on the Pen 
Reserve for two years. The end of August, 1958 they 
bought their own home in Stonewall. Their only 
child, Larry received his education from Grades 1 to 
12 in the Stonewall Schools. Jean sold her house and 
moved to an apartment in Winnipeg in May, 1970. 

Charles Hanson MoUard Family History 
by Mrs. M. Mollard 

Briefly follows a notation from "Family Rec
ords" of Thomas and Sarah Mollard and birthdates 
and names of their five children: 

James Mollard - born Oct. 12, 1829 -
Oldringham, Yorkshire, England 
Charles Hanson Mollard - born Feb. 14, 1831 -
Oldringham, Yorkshire, England 
Isaac Mollard born Feb. 10, 1833 Oldringham, 
Yorkshire, England 
William Mollard - born Jan. 19, 1835 
Oldringham, Yorkshire, England 
Thomas Mollard born Jan. 4, 1839 
Oldringham, Yorkshire, England. 

Memos found, trace the family back for three 
additional generations to 1709 in Yorkshire, En
gland. Thomas, Sarah and family arrived in Aurora, 
Ontario from England in June, 1851. Records in 
France give the origin of the name quote "La 
Maison Rustique" in Paris, France. Also, "The Uni
versity of Paris" the name Mallard, sometimes 
spelled Molard, as "Suisse" N de L. En Auvergne: 
viz "Les Mollards Sont Frequents En Pays Granti
que." We are given to understand the name has a 
meaning of "boulder" or "stone". Very fitting, as 
members of succeeding generations have been archi
tects, building in stone; aerial surveyors of rock and 
soil conditions and stone deposits; and those living at 
Stonewall being "quarry" men employed by the 
Winnipeg Supply and Fuel Company for as long as it 
functioned. 

Mention of the Charles Mallard family being in 
Manitoba in 1873 occurs in writings of the late Oscar 
Lillies telling of Jack Lillies memoirs of that time in 
"Re-Echoes of Rockwood". Their location was S Y2 
of section 3, a low, marshy hayland just north of 
Stony Mountain, another map of that era shows it as 
Section 35. The area is still called Victoria. 

Other Mollard brothers came west, but went on to 
Saskatchewan after briefly staying with Charles and 
his family. 

Charles met and married Hannah Dewsbury, who 
also came to Ontario from Yorkshire, England. He 
was then 24 and she 19. 
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Charles and Hannah were blessed with eleven 
children 7 sons: Albert, Arthur, Thomas-Henry, 
Charles Robinson, Alfred, Edward, and James; 4 
daughters: Sarah, Margaret, Martha and Isabella. 

In the late fall of 1906, a celebration was held in 
the Victoria Community for Charles' and Hannah's 
50th Anniversary. They had just had their 52nd 
grandchild, Robert Leslie Mallard, born to Arthur 
and Annie. This occasion was marked by his chris
tening and he was carried by Charles' and Hannah's 
youngest daughter, Isabella, who later became Mrs. 
Lawrence Mackie. 

The family lived at their first location for a short 
while, but when a homestead was vacated after the 
first owner had been there less than a year, Charles 
and Hannah moved on to it. This location was further 
north and west. There, succeeded by son Edward and 
grandson, Oliver Edward, it was a Mollard farm in 
the same family for 86 years. 

Charles' and Hannah's oldest son, Albert farmed 
in this new area which became the Village of Bal
moral, Manitoba. He lost his first wife Edith Mahon, 
and predeceased his second wife, Lottie, leaving no 
family. His widow, however, remarried. Albert to
gether with his father, played a role in being a church 
supporter and is shown as a Board Member of Bal
moral Methodist Church. He was 19 and with his two 
brothers, Arthur, 14 and Thomas-Henry approx
imately 13, was amongst thirty young men and boys 
who led the oxen for the parade when Lord and Lady 
Dufferin paid a visit to Col. Bedson, Warden of 
Stony Mountain Penitentiary in August, 1877. 

Arthur, second son in Charles' family, shared 
family and farm chores. He soon found his wife, 
Annie Ilena Hunter. They lived in or near Stonewall 
during their lifetime and their home with much mod
ernizing still stands. Annie was an excellent home
maker, a good gardener, a church-minded woman 
beloved by all. They were blessed with five sons and 
one daughter. The oldest son, Hanson, and his broth
er, Albert, enlisted in W. W.l. Hanson was killed in 
France, but Albert survived. Other sons born were: 
William Thomas, Alfred Edward and Robert 
Leslie and one daughter, Hannah Margaret PearL 
She became Mrs. Alfred Cope and has two daughters 
and one son, and is the only survivor of Arthur's 
family and resides in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Upon returning from the war, Albert married 
Marion Webb and raised a family of eight; three boys 
and five girls. Two of this branch of the Mallards 
served in W. w.n William (Bill) in the R.C.A.F. 
was lost on operations and Earl who was in the 
R.C.N., now lives in Stonewall. 

William Thomas, in tum, married a neighbor'S 
daughter, Lucille Medynski, and raised two sons and 



two daughters. His widow still lives in the Arthur 
Mallard family home. 

Alfred Edward (another son) married a local 
girl, Queenie Renfrew, and raised a family of three 
daughters and seven sons. Their sons, Reginald, 
Edward and Robert also served overseas in W. W. II. 
These grandchildren of Arthur and Annie Mallard 
mostly live in the Stonewall area, but some are in 
Eastern and Western Canada and one is in the United 
States of America. 

Arthur's youngest son, Robert Leslie, became 
blind at the age of 39. He married Mabel Williams, 
but they had no family. 

These Mallard brothers all earned their living in 
the Stonewall Quarry. They, as their children, were 
all community-minded, sports-loving folks and en
joyed working with horses and hunting like their 
father and grandfather. Arthur was a great moose 
hunter and became an original member of the Stone
wall Gun Club in 1897. He also was an owner of a 
steam threshing outfit, owned the livery stable for a 
time, drilled wells and had a small dairy business to 
round out a livelihood. 

Thomas-Henry Mollard, Charles' third son, 
married Jennie Turner and was blessed with three 
children. Mrs. Mallard died very young as did her 
last child, Leonard. The father worked at various 
places and was helped in raising his surviving son, 
Charles Wilburn and daughter, Myrtle, by family 
members and friends. Charles Wilburn saw service 
in World War II in the Home Guard and was never in 
good health, afterwards. He was married twice and is 
survived by his second wife, Nellie, and his step
children. Myrtle married Ernest Marshall and now 
lives in North Kildonan with her daughter and son. 
Thomas-Henry, in his later years, was known for his 
team of Shetland ponies and small cutter. 

Edward Mollard, like his father Charles, 
farmed in the Balmotal district. Like his father, he 
was church-minded and being a music lover was 
church organist for almost all of his life, in spite of 
not ever having music lessons. He married Mary Jane 
McQuarrie and raised a family of three sons: 
Melville, Austin and Oliver, who succeeded him on 
the farm. Edward and his older brother, Albert, held 
the ''Argus Trophy for Excellence in Farming" for 
five years between them. 

Melville Mollard served overseas in WWI and 
went on to become a doctor in Saskatchewan. He 
married and had a son William. 

Austin was in an Insurance Company. He also 
married and his widow, Elmera, survives. 

Oliver took for his wife, Jane Willis, and raised 
two sons and three daughters. They retired from the 
farm to Winnipeg where he pursued his hobbies of 
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music and curling, and where in 1981 they celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary. They still reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Charles' and Hannah's son, Charles Robinson, 
worked hard like his brothers, but he was quite enter
prising. He owned a shoe store and had something to 
do with the Livery business, later changing it to a 
second-hand shop and eventually to auctioneering. 
He married Matilda Morton, raised a family - one 
son Bert, who studied law and now lives with his 
wife and family in Van Nuys, California; two daugh
ters, Mrs. Edythe Rettinger and Mrs. Etta Massey 
who live in Winnipeg. There are also grandchildren 
of this family living in Canada and the United States 
of America. 

Alfred MoHard, another son of Charles', didn't 
stay in the Balmoral-Stonewall area all his life. He 
became a farmer and thresherman near Sperling at 
Brunkhild, Manitoba. He married Minnie Bell and 
they raised four daughters: Maude, Eva, Gertrude 
and Josephine. Among the community services they 
rendered was faithfully handling a school van route 
in that area. The C.P. Railway recognized their en
deavours in the area by naming a siding and also a 
grain elevator "Mollard" after them. They had an 
interest in music and the two youngest girls, twins, 
sang on many occasions. Gertrude became a Rose 
Bowl Winner in the Solo Competition of the Man
itoba Musical Festival. Mrs. Minnie Mollard was 
honored in her last years by having "Mollard Road" 
in the northwest area of Winnipeg, intersecting 
Brookside Boulevard, named after her. It is very 
fitting as the first Mollard homes were always a place 
to stop and rest on the long trek from Winnipeg north 
into the new land opening up in the Pioneer days. The 
four daughters baked quantities of bread and pies 
every Thursday and Friday for possible travellers 
arnvmg. 

The youngest son, James, like his father farmed 
in the Balmoral area. He travelled East and married 
Lottie Sherrett from Grand Bend, Ontario. They 
were blessed with two daughters, Ivy and lone and a 
son, Dufferin, who all survive them. They are all 
sports-minded, community-spirited, neighborly 
folks. Ivy became Mrs. 1. Helgason, is now widowed 
and lives in Winnipeg. Her daughter and sons are in 
other parts of Canada. lone and her family live in 
Ontario. Dufferin married Alberta Storey, a local 
girl, and they raised two sons and now reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Isabella was the youngest Mollard daughter. 
She became Mrs. Mackie and lived in Watrous, Sas
katchewan, for some time. Her son, Laurence, still 
lives there, being a Railroad employee. Her daugh
ter, Minnie, lived in the United States of America. 



Margaret Mollard became Mrs. Angus McIn
tyre. They raised four daughters who lived in Win
nipeg for some time. 

Martha Mollard married Frederick William 
Hunter, whose sister, Annie Ilena, had married 
Arthur Mollard. They were not blessed with children 
of their own, but they helped raise the children of 
other relatives experiencing family difficulties. They 
were upstanding, community people, true friends 
and staunch Methodist supporters. They had fine 
gardens and beautiful flowers. Fred had a small 
garage for some time, and also operated a threshing 
outfit. 

Sarah, the oldest daughter, married Ebenezer 
Sutherland and like her father, Charles, raised a 
good-sized family, two daughters and five sons: Mrs. 
Minnie (D) Cordiner, Mrs. Hannah (Amos) 
McDonald, James, Charles, David, Ebenezer, and 
Edward. Her living children and grandchildren live 
in various parts of Canada and the United States of 
America. Members of these Sutherlands, James and 
David served in W. W. I and others may have served 
in W.W. II. 

The name of Charles Mollard appears as a coun
cillor in the 1891 list of Rockwood Councillors. In 
1883, when the area was still called Victoria, Charles 
was one of the "Methodist Supporters" of the Pres
byterian Church. When the Balmoral Methodist 
Church was built in 1889, the name of Charles and his 
son, Albert, appear on the original Board of Trustees; 
also, on the early Communion rolls. Most of the 
succeeding families have remained Methodist and 
later United Church members with very fewexcep
tions. 

It is believed that all the Mollards in Canada and 
possibly the United States are also descended from 
Thomas and Sarah Mollard and at the time of writing 
(November, 1981) no evidence to alter this belief has 
been found. 

Oliver and Jane Mollard 
submitted by Jean Rootsaert 

On his parents' farm on December 19, 1901, 
Oliver Edward Mollard was born, the son of Edward 
and Mary Mollard (nee McQuarrie). He had two 
older brothers, Melville and Austin, who have both 
since passed away. Oliver's parents were early set
tlers in the Balmoral area having come from Huron, 
Ontario in 1875. They farmed on the N.W. Y4 
36-14-lE, now owned by the James Greig family. 
The boys all attended school in Balmoral. As a young 
person Oliver was active in both hockey and football. 

Jane Ruth Willis, the daughter of Jack and Marg
ery Willis (nee Good), was born April 12, 1904 on her 
parents' farm on N.W. Y417-14-2E. She is the oldest 
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daughter in the family, having two older brothers and 
then six sisters. Jane attended Centre School close to 
her parents' farm, and then Balmoral School after 
consolidation took place in 1914. 

On December 30, 1921, Oliver and Jane were 
married in Winnipeg, and began their new life to-

Oliver and Jane Mollard. 

gether on a farm on N. E. Y4 26-14-lE (presently 
owned by Ken Doan). Their children are: Eileen 
Ruth born March 26, 1923; Willis Ivan Edward 
(called Ivan) July 11, 1925; Marcella Bernice on 
August 10, 1926; Shirley Mildred Ellen on March 11, 
1932; and Carman Grant (called Grant) January 18, 
1945. When Oliver's parents retired to Balmoral in 
1941, Oliver and Jane took over the family farm. 
Their son Grant was born on their second farm. 

Jane was active in the Women's Auxiliary (W.A.) 
of the Anglican Church. The United Church in BaI
moral was used for services until the Anglican (St. 
Peter's) Church was built around 1954. 

A move was made to Winnipeg in 1951 with the 
farm being sold to a Mr. Lepischak. In Winnipeg 
Oliver became the assistant engineer at Daniel McIn
tyre School (part of Winnipeg School Division # 1), a 
position he held for about thirteen years. After his 
retirement in 1966 he played the piano for his senior 
citizens' group as well as singing in the Winnipeg 
Senior Citizens' Choir. In both the country and the 
city Oliver was a keen curler. He always enjoys 
playing cards or checkers, or doing jigsaw puzzles as 
a pastime. A jigsaw puzzle with 4000 pieces is no 
challenge to him. Jane participated in league bowling 
in Winnipeg until her eyesight failed. She now enjoys 
hobbies such as knitting and playing bingo. 

On December 30, 1971, Oliver and Jane cele
brated their golden wedding anniversary at a social 
evening held in their honour in Winnipeg. It was 
attended by many friends and relatives. 



Just recently they celebrated their sixtieth anni
versary quietly at home with close friends and rela
tives. 

Oliver and Jane have fourteen grandchildren and 
twelve great-grandchildren. Their daughter Eileen 
Kent lives in Winnipeg as well as her sister Shirley 
Gilchrist and her brother Grant. In British Columbia 
Ivan lives in Victoria and Marcella McClelland at 
Coquitlam. 

John Montgomery Family 
submitted by Helen Montgomery 

Mr. and Mrs. John Montgomery. 

Pioneer settlers were John and Jane Montgomery, 
who arrived with their four sons (Edward, Henry, 
Weston and Ernest) from Cambellton, Quebec in 
1879. Three daughters, Jennie, Margaret and May, 
were born after their arrival in the area. The first 
winter, they lived directly west ofthe Grist Mill (now 
the site of the Credit Union Building in Stonewall). In 
the spring of 1880, the family moved to a house and 
acreage on the SW 30-13-2E (house is now owned 
and occupied by Ron Mollard). Mr. Montgomery 
was a Blacksmith and Implement Dealer, in 1884 he 
opened a Hardware store. He was also Councillor for 
Ward 1 in 1884. Mr. Montgomery passed away very 
suddenly in 1889, and Weston continued to operate 
the Hardware store. Mrs. Montgomery was endowed 
with the true pioneer spirit, and many stories have 
been told of the manner in which she coped with 
problems which confronted her after the death of her 
husband. In 1908, Mrs. Montgomery and Jennie and 
Margaret moved to their new home in Stonewall 
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(now owned by Dr. Mera) and she lived in this house 
until her death in 1923. 

Jennie received her Teacher's Certificate in 1901, 
and taught at Dundas, Tecumseh, Stonewall and in 
Winnipeg until her retirement in 1945. Margaret was 
on the staff of the Winnipeg Land Titles Office for 
many years and subsequently was employed by the 
Ontario Children's Aid Society until her retirement 
in 1950. May was married to W. T. Fyfe, who was the 
Manager of the Northern Crown Bank, she passed 
away in 1912. 

Edward, the oldest member of the family, by 
determination and hard work earned an amount suffi
cient for him to attend University. He often worked, 
during the summer, on farms and enjoyed telling of 
his experiences. He also taught at Ridgeway School 
and walked home for weekends even in extremely 
cold weather in the winter. He graduated from Man
itoba College in 1886 and from Man. Medical Col
lege in 1892 and was honored in 1927 when he 
received a Doctorate of Law Degree. He was an 
outstanding Physician in Winnipeg and the Province. 
He passed away in 1948, at the age of 84 years. 

Ernest moved to San Dimas, California, in 1895 
and was a Citrus Rancher until his death in 1944. He 
was well known in Orange County, California where 
he lived for approximately 50 years. Henry passed 
away in 1882, only three years after the family came 
to Manitoba. 

Weston was in the Hardware business for many 
years and then in Real Estate and the Insurance 
business until his death in 1934. Over the years he 
owned and operated several parcels of land in the 
R. M. of Rockwood. Some of the properties he 
owned were the S Y2 19-13-2E, the NE Y4 18-13-2E, 
and 140 acres in the SE Y4 26-13-1E. West associated 
himself with everything that pertained to the best 
interest of the District. 

Surviving are three grandchildren. Weston 
Montgomery, Laguna Hills, California (son of Er
nie); Jane Montgomery, Winnipeg (daughter of Ed) 
and Helen of Stonewall (daughter of West). Helen 
worked for the Rural Municipality of Rockwood for 
37 years. 

The Moore's-Wolf Crossing Grassmere 
submitted by Douglas Moore 

The earliest known record of the Moore family 
dates back to the life of the Reverend John Moore 
born in 1582 in Knofloft, Leicester County, England 
and his wife Eleanore Kirk of Northhampton. His 
son John Moore lived at Stanford in Lancashire and 
died there in 1698. His son John Moore born about 
1660 in England was the first Moore to come to North 
America and became the secretary of the first colony 



in Carolina, Attorney General of Pennsy I vania under 
William Penn; Kings Collector of Philadelphia from 
1701 until his death. The wife of John Moore was 
Miss Axtell born near Newington, London, En
gland. He was buried December 7, 1732 in his vault, 
Middle Aisle, Christ Church, Philadelphia, Pennsyl
vania. William Moore born in 1699, son of John 
Moore was a judge and magistrate in Chester County. 
He married Williamina Weems. They established 
Moore Hall, Chester County, Pennsylvania, the fam
ily seat. This venerable pair lived together in perfect 
love and unremitting harmony and confidence, for 
the long period of 63 years, dispensing the best duties 
of life; revered by their children, beloved by their 
friends, respected by the community in which they 
passed their lengthened days. Their seventh child, 
Thomas William was born in Moore Hall in 1735. 
Early in life he appears to have stationed himself in 
the city of New York. The first record of his presence 
there is to be found in the recorded publication of his 
marriage with Anne Ayscough, widow of Dr. 
Richard Ayscough, a surgeon in the British Army, 
July 15, 1761; the marriage licence being dated July 
6, 1761. He was involved in business being of the 
firm Moore, Lynsen & Co. Thomas William never 
seem to have hesitated in his allegiance to the Crown 
of Great Britain. 

When the British Army arrived from Halifax in 
1776 he immediately entered the service and became 
a Captain in the second Battalion. In November 1778 
a large force which had been gathering in New York 
sailed for Georgia, Captain Thomas William sailed 
with his command and was present at the taking of 
Savannah in December of that year. He was ap
pointed Barrack Master of the Garrison and later 
Provincial Aide-de-camp. Later on the evacuation of 
Savannah by the British, Thomas William withdrew 
to Nova Scotia and settled in Parabora then a part of 
Kings County. He became one of the owners of what 
is known as the Partridge Island grant. Here he erec
ted (importing the material for the purpose) a large 
and commodious dwelling which he named White
hall. On August 12, 1788 Thomas William granted to 
the Church of England in consideration of a church 
being built there his entire grant of land. One of the 
sons of Thomas William was William Charles who 
married first Elizabeth Harrington and second Mrs. 
Olmstead and who resided for many years at Kent
ville, Nova Scotia. He was familiarly known as Colo
nel Moore, being Commandant of the 1st Battalion of 
Kings County Militia. His son Stephen Henry Moore 
Q.c. was Judge of Probate for Kings County, Nova 
Scotia. He resided in Kentville till well advanced in 
age. Stephen Daniel Moore son of Judge Moore was 
born at Kentville, Nova Scotia on June 10, 1838. On 
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Stephen Daniel Moore. 
Mrs. Stephen Daniel 
Moore. 

June 9, 1862 he married Miss Emma Jane Dean 
Carman, daughter of Henry Carman of Halifax and 
first cousin of Bliss Carman, late Canadian Poet
Laureate, and a sister of Albert and Joseph Carman 
who for a time kept a general store in Stonewall. This 
store was later Cooper's Blacksmith Shop and was 
located immediately north of the Municipal Build
ing. Emma Jane Dean was a poet of note herself 
having a book of poems published (copies of which 
are owned by several family members) also she sent a 
special poem to Queen Victoria on the occasion of 
her Diamond Jubilee and received a reply which the 
writer now has in his possession. The wedding cere
mony was conducted by Venerable Archdeacon 
Willis. Nine children were born to this couple all 
being born in Nova Scotia; Henry Charles Darling 
born Thursday May 14, 1863. Emma Louise born 
Sunday August 27, 1865, Laura Isabelle Dean born 
Friday July 3, 1868, Leveret De Veber Chipman born 
Tuesday November 15, 1870, Stephen Joseph Stewart 
born Monday July 22,1872, Minnie Mima Maude, 
born Monday September 28, 1874, Florence Edith 
born Saturday May 7,1876 (died August 13,1876), 
Albert Francis born Monday February 24, 1879, 
William Charles born Friday, August 5, 1881. Three 
ofthese children, namely Henry, Louise, and Stewart 
came west arriving in Stonewall October 13, 1882 
and spending the winter with their uncles Albert and 
Joseph Carman. On April 5, 1883 Stephen Daniel 
and Emma Jane Dean arrived in StonewaiI with their 
younger children and the entire family proceeded 
southwest to Grassmere to take up residence on the 
newly acquired family farm NE-3-13-lE. This farm 
originally was homesteaded by David Lamb who 



built the log house in 1874 and the first barn of 
buffalo hides stretched over poplar poles. All fire
wood at that time was hauled from west of Teulon. 
Prairie fires had cleared out all the bush in this area. 
Emma Jane Dean gave the farm its name "Wolf 
Crossing" from the fact that as she got her first 
glimpse of her future home on the prairie she saw a 
wolf crossing it and stopping now and then to watch 
the strangers encroaching on his game preserve. 

A late spring in 1883 made seeding late and the 
wheat was not sown till May 9. This first crop was 
frozen and sold for 25¢ a bushel having to be hauled 
by team to Winnipeg. Such was a very difficult 
beginning but the family persevered. 

Henry Charles Darling Mrs. Henry C. Moore. 
Moore. 

Stephen Daniel and Emma Jane Dean both made 
their contribution to the beginnings of St. Michael's 
Anglican Church. Stephen Daniel attended the first 
meeting at Captain Smith's home, October 23,1890. 
Emma Jane Dean donated the stained glass chancel 
window in the east end of the church which was put in 
place in December of 1891. Stephen Daniel died 
March 10, 1928 and Emma Jane Dean died in 1910. 

The farm was later taken over by the eldest son 
Henry Charles Darling who on January 6, 1897 was 
married by the Reverend Alex Hamilton at Knox 
Presbyterian Church Stonewall, to Sarah Ann Patter
son born January 6,1877 second daughter of William 
Patterson, Stonewall. This marriage was blessed with 
11 children; Laura Isabelle Dean born October 26, 
1897, Henry Lionel born April 14, 1899, Wilford 
Harrington born June 13, 1900, Emma Louise born 
January 29, 1902, Albert Edward born March 16, 
1904, Robert Bruce born April 7, 1906, Charles 
Warren born September 28, 1909, Willis Dean born 
October 13,1911, Harold Cecil Darling born May 20, 
1913, Sarah Ann born December 24, 1915, and 
William Curtis born September 14, 1918. 

Laura married John Fisher. She is now widowed 
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and lives in Winnipeg. They had 2 daughters, one 
deceased and Muriel living in Winnipeg, there are 
four grandchildren and three great grandchildren. 
Lionel married Elizabeth Fisher (a niece of John's 
and thus by marriage Lionel's sister became his 
Aunt). They had two sons; Gerald living at Stonewall 
and Brian at Killarney. There are six grandchildren. 
Lionel and Lizzie are both deceased. Wilford mar
ried Flora Bell and they had one daughter who was 
stillborn. They are both deceased. Louise married 
Thomas Scott. She is now widowed and lives in 
Winnipeg. They looked after four foster children, 
three sisters and a brother. Of this family there are 
nine grandchildren. Ed married Marguerite Stethem. 
They had a family of seven: four sons, Walter the 
eldest grandchild of Henry and Sarah Ann, Charlie 
and two babies are deceased. Their only daughter 
Helen the eldest living grandchild of Henry and 
Sarah Ann lives in Winnipeg, two sons are living: 
Douglas at Wolf Crossing and John in Winnipeg. 
There are ten grandchildren. Following Marguerite's 
death Ed later married Eileen Hunt. They took up 
residence in North Vancouver where Ed died some 
two months later. Bruce married Leona Ward and 
they reside in retirement at the west coast. They have 
one daughter Jo-Ann living at the coast and one son 
Lloyd living in Winnipeg. There are five grand
children. Willis married Clara Smith and reside in 
retirement on their farm at Stonewall. They had two 
daughters Eleanor living at Stonewall and Cheryl 
living at Balmoral. There are four grandchildren. 
Cecil married Mary Pyper and they live in retirement 
in their home in Stonewall. They had one daughter 
Linda who lives in Grassmere .. Sadie married Oscar 
Buckle. They had three children, Shirley living at 
Balmoral, Ron living in Calgary and Jim living at 
Stonewall. There are ten grandchildren. Sadie and 
Oscar are both deceased. Curt married Kathleen 
(Babe) Hrabic. They had one daughter Terry living at 
Stony Mountain. There are three grandchildren. 
Babe is deceased and Curt lives at Argyle. 

The family attended school at Tecumseh and 
Grosse Isle. Wilford taking some of his high school 
at Stonewall. The family was always active in com
munity life taking part in what ever activities there 
were. Travel in the early days was usually by horse 
and cutter or by team and the boys all seemed to have 
their own teams and favorite horses. 

Henry Charles died on his farm October 14, 
1928. Sarah Ann lived on the farm for some time with 
her second youngest son Cecil until she moved to 
Stonewall to stay with here daughters Sadie and Lau
ra. Later moving to Winnipeg living with her second 
son Wilford and later with her other daughter Louise. 
She died August 11, 1961. 



Willis Dean and Clara Emily Moore, 1946. 

The farm next passed to the sixth son Willis Dean 
who on February 24,1940 was married by the Rever
end George Senft at St Paul's Lutheran Church, 
Winnipeg to Clara Emily Smith born September 11, 
1920 eldest daughter of Henry Smith of Rockwood. 
They with their eldest daughter Eleanor Mae born 
June 5, 1941 took up residence at Wolf Crossing in 
September 1942. A second daughter Cheryl Elaine 
was born May 11, 1945. Willis and Clara's eldest 
grandson, James Dean attended school from grade 1 
at Tecumseh and was the fourth generation of Moores 
to do so. Willis served on the Tecumseh school board 
for a number of years as his father and grandfather 
had done before him: three generations of Moores 
serving their district in this way. Willis and Clara 
farmed the family farm until 1947 when it was sold to 
John Harcus. They then bought and took up resi
dence on the NW 11-13-lE where they raised their 
family of two girls and now still reside enjoying their 
retirement years. Willis (Bill as he is now known to 
most people) is the only member of the family to 
reside for his entire life in the rural part of the 
municipality. He has in his possession two items of 
family heirloom value; An Indian Peace Pipe which 
was given to his father, Henry when he was a boy of 
four years old by an Indian Chief in Nova Scotia; and 
a gold pocket watch which was given to Willis when 
he was eleven by his grandfather Stephen. He was 
told he could use it when he was sixteen. This watch 
is still in good running condition. 

The farm remained out of the family for twenty 
four years. In April 1971 the original building site 
was purchased by Douglas George born July 5,1939 
fifth son of Albert Edward and Helen Marguerite 
Stethem (grand niece of David Lamb who originally 

306 

Douglas, Elizabeth, Murray, George and Paul Moore. Resi
dent owners, Wolf Crossing, Grassmere. 

homesteaded the farm) and great grandson of the 
original pioneer couple. 

On July 16, 1966 Douglas George was married by 
Canon Gordon Fairclough at St. Paul's Anglican 
Church, Middlechurch to Elizabeth Marion Fanshaw 
eldest daughter of Herbert and Jean Fanshaw of Mid
dlechurch and formerly of Deloraine, Manitoba. 
This marriage has been blessed with three sons; 
Murray Thomas born September 25, 1968, George 
Michael born October 2, 1970, and Paul Herbert born 
January 27, 1975. 

In May of 1975 we located a mobile home on the 
property and moved in, in June of that year. In 
August of 1979 we began building our new home and 
moved into it a few days before Christmas. We thor
oughly enjoy living in the district and carryon the 
tradition of family involvement in community af
fairs. The boys attend school in Stonewall; have been 
involved in cubs and beavers. Murray and George are 
members of the Tecumseh 4-H club having held 
various offices, now are the President and Club Re
porter respectively and are both quite skillfull in 
woodworking. They are both servers in the Church of 
the Ascension, Stonewall. Paul has fair artistic talent 
and a great deal of interest in art. He is looking 
forward to being a 4-H member this coming year. 

Elizabeth (Betty) has always been and still is 
keenly active in the Anglican Church. She is a li
cenced Lay Reader, Enrolling Member for the Moth
er's Union and served on the Vestry of the Church of 
the Ascension as well as being the immediate past 
Superintendent of the Sunday School, and a member 
of the A.C. W. She belongs to the Tecumseh Ladies 
Group and is active in various forms of community 
life. She has been for a number of years involved 
with the Patronage and Membership of the Rock
wood Festival of the Arts. She of course is actively 



involved with her family in 4-H life. Last June she 
decided to return to the work field and obtained the 
position of Manager of Sears Catalogue Sales Office 
in Stonewall. This full time job, coupled with her 
many community activities along with her dedication 
to her home and family give her a very full life indeed 
and the boys and I are very grateful for all her love, 
concern and effort on our behalf. 

I (Douglas) have taught school for over twenty 
years in various parts of the province and am pres
ently teaching Principal of Balmoral SchooL I have 
always been actively involved in the affairs of the 
Manitoba Teachers' Society and am the immediate 
Past President of the Interlake Teachers' Association 
and am presently a member of the Provincial Evalua
tion Committee. I have been for a number of years 
licenced as a Lay Reader in the Anglican Church. I 
am Head Leader of the Tecumseh 4-H Club and am 
also a certified Hunter Safety Instructor. Being born 
and raised on a farm and having spent ten years as a 
member of a swine club I still have a keen interest in 
farming and pigs and spend as much time as possible 
on my friend's swine farm. I, like Betty and the boys, 
keep active in Community life. Within the past cou
ple of years Betty and I saw fit to become members of 
the Acadia Rebekah Lodge #4 and the Lo.O.F. 
Lodge # 49 respectively. 

This fall marks the lOOth anniversary of the 
Moores' arrival in Western Canada. We are in the 
process of planning a family reunion which Betty and 
I will be hosting here at Wolf's Crossing which could 
see upwards of 250 living descendants of Stephen 
Daniel and Emma Jane Dean gathered together. Thus 
from a humble beginning a family has multiplied and 
spread out across Canada and the U.S.A. Our boys 
are the fifth generation of Moores to play in the old 
farm yard and the sixth generation of their relatives to 
live at "Wolf Crossing" Grassmere. 

The Mortons, Hornbecks, and Verbrugges 
submitted by Meta Verbrugge 

Three generations of our family have lived in the 
Balmoral district. My grandparents came from New 
Market, Ontario, in 1879, to settle on their home
stead one mile east and two miles north of BalmoraL 

Grandpa was a big and powerful man and a well
known Rockwood pioneer. His parents, Dr. and Mrs. 
Edward Morton, came from New Devonshire, En
gland, in 1841 to settle in the New Market district. 
Mrs. Maria Morton was the daughter of Rev. Dr. and 
Mrs. Collins who came to Toronto from Belfast, 
Ireland, in 1865. Mrs. Morton taught music and 
French in Toronto prior to her marriage. When they 
came west they had six children. Four more were 
born to them on the fann at BalmoraL Edward, 
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Joshua and Meta all died early in life. Matilda mar
ried Rob Mollard and they lived in Stonewall. Jim 
married Agnes Peden and lived on the farm in the 
Gunton district. May married Alex Peden and they 
lived in Stonewall. They had a large family of 12 
children, eleven of them living today. Jessie married 
Noble Milne and they had an Interior Decorating 
business in Spokane, Wash. Minnie married William 
McDonald and they farmed in the Gunton area. 
Madeline, my mother, married Jack Hornbeck and 
they took over the family farm. 

Those pioneer days must have been very diffi
cult, as man and horse power was all that was avail
able to break the land and erect the buildings. The log 
buildings were made from trees cut on their own 
land. The well was dug by hand and cribbed with 
stone. Provisions were brought out from Winnipeg 
by teams. 

The Mortons had a hound named Mitch and he 
was used on a tread cream separator. Two large flat 
stones were used to grind the wheat into flour. The 
top stone was turned by a long bar extending out, and 
a horse was hitched to the end of it. The horse walked 
in a circle, usually driven by a child. My mother was 
seriously injured when her long skirt caught, and she 
was bounced over and over this bar until someone . 
noticed her plight and stopped the horse. Water was 
pumped by hand until the windmill was erected. The 
windmill was not that successful, as the tall trees kept 
the wind from getting a good sweep at the sails. It 
was made of steel and stood thirty five feet high. It 
was a great place for the boys to play, as it took 
courage to climb to the top and walk around that 
small platform. I did it once on a dare but never tried 
it again. 

Mrs. Morton was not brought up to hardships but 
she was a true pioneer, always cheerful and uncom
plaining. She was organist in the Victoria Church 
when it was first built in 1883, and for many years 
thereafter. The pioneer women worked very hard. 
They made quilts and rugs, and knitted and sewed for 
their families in the winter months. Summers were 
occupied with berry picking, preserving, pickling 
and gardening. The washing was done by hand on a 
wash board, and the ironing with sad irons that were 
heated on the kitchen stove. Bread baking and churn
ing were other weekly chores. They even made their 
own soap. The surplus butter was sold in the stores in 
exchange for other necessities. 

Mr. Morton died in 1908, and Mrs. Morton made 
her home with the Hornbecks until her death in 1931. 
They are laid to rest with their three sons, two daugh
ters and one grandson. 



Jack and Madeline Hornbeck 
by Meta Verbrugge 

My parents, Madeline Morton and Jack 
Hornbeck, were married in 1909 and they took over 
the family farm. Dad had come from Kingston, On
tario to work in Winnipeg. There were five children 
all of whom are living today. George married Mar
garet Jacobson of Balmoral. They have five children 
and made their home in Winnipeg. Belle married 
Harold Helander of Teulon , and they went to Victoria 
B.C. to make their home. They have one daughter. I 
married Jack Verbrugge, and we were the only ones 
to remain in the district and carryon with farming. 
Bill married Evelyn Spotiswood, and they moved to 
Los Angeles Cal. and have three children. Hewitt 
married Phyllis Fletcher of Toronto, and they have 
made their home at Swan River, Manitoba. Their 
family consists of three children. All are very proud 
grandparents. 

We rode to the Balmoral school in vans and our 
three van drivers were Mr. Waddington, Mr. Owen 
Austin and Mr. Walter Hunter. We all worked hard on 
the farm, and each had his daily chores to do after 
school. Homes were heated with wood, and cord
wood was cut and hauled to Stonewall in the winter 
months. He would leave early in the morning and be 
in Stonewall by noon, returning in time to do the 
evening chores on the farm and load up another load 
of wood for the morning haul. Chimney fires were 
frequent and many homes were lost in this way. 

My brother George was mechanically minded, 
and he made many of our toys. He made whistles, 
sling shots, bows and arrows, sleds and stilts. He 
made a harness for our dog Pat, and I do not know 
who was the happiest, the dog or the kids who rode 
behind him on the toboggan. I remember a toy saw
ing machine George made, the blade was a notched 
tomato can lid. He had it attached to the fly wheel on 
the sewing machine, and he would cut up potato 
sprouts and pieces of paper as Mum sewed. Our 
home was an open house, and Sunday seemed to be 
the most popular visiting day. I can remember peel
ing a two-gallon crock of potatoes each Sunday 
morning from spring until fall before we went off to 
Sunday School. We often met a carload of relatives 
coming out from Winnipeg to spend the day on the 
farm. Twenty for dinner and thirty for supper was not 
unusual. Mum and Dad never seemed to get out of 
sorts no matter what mischief we got into. Many of 
our cousins spent the summer holidays with us and 
they love to reminisce about the good times we had. 
Dad passed away in 1929 after a lengthy illness. 
Mum stayed on the farm for a few years and then 
moved with the family to Winnipeg. Gradually the 
family married and went their own way. Mum passed 
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away in 1979 at the age of 95 and another era was 
closed. 

Jack and Meta Verbrugge 
by Meta Verbrugge 

Meta and Jack Verbrugge. 

Jack Verbrugge and I started our married life in 
1933. Jack had come from Holland at the age of 
eighteen and had worked in the west before coming 
to Balmoral where we met. We farmed one mile 
south and three miles east of Balmoral. Three chil
dren were born to us. Roy, the eldest, married Eileen 
Coverdale of Balmoral, and they have made their 
home in Winnipeg. They have two children. 

Joan married Chris Barltrop of Toronto and they 
live there with their two children. 

Heather married Gabe Van Holderboeke, and 
they live on Vancouver Island. They have four chil
dren. 

Our home was a lively and happy place with 
never a dull moment. Our children received their 
early education in the Good Hope one-room school. 
Mrs. Ainsley Main taught in this school for many 
years. She was very artistic, and the pupils brought 
home many things of art that they made under her 
supervision. Among these treasures were oil paint
ings, shell pictures, wood and metal work. Under her 
capable direction the adults of the district put on a 
three-act play that was a huge success. We staged this 
play in the Balmoral, Argyle, Stonewall and Clan
deboye halls. With the money we earned we bought a 
piano and put in cupboards in the schooL We then 
held dances where all the families came and enjoyed 
themselves. We took the pupils by bus on many 
outings. The Christmas concerts became well 
known, and ours was once televised. We were very 
proud that every family took part in these socials. 
When a girl was married in the district we held a 
shower for her in the school, and for the boys we held 



socials. At these events we put on skits which we 
made up ourselves. Mary Schaeffer was our ring 
leader, and she had fantastic ideas. Jack was Secre
tary-Treasurer for 25 years in the Good Hope School, 
and he was Councillor for the Rural Municipality of 
Rockwood for 23 years. Jack was laid to rest in 
Victoria in 1977 after a brief illness. 

We should be very grateful to the pioneers of this 
district who worked so hard and endured so much, 
and had the foresight to give their children and grand
children an opportunity to live in this free and bounti
fulland. 

Gravesites - Part of our Heritage 
by Marnie Inkster 

On October 20th, 1981, Vera Dickson stood in the 
Grassmere Cemetery, looking down at three graves, 
all bearing the surname of Smith. Her interest cen
tred on one, Thomas Hamilton Smith, born 1894, 
died 1917. The untold story of her roots was about to 
be revealed here at this gravesite. 

On this day she discovered that the father she had 
never known had one member of his! family still 
living. This was my father, John William Smith. 
After 65 years she was now to learn who her paternal 
grandparents were and also trace back to her great 
grandparents, John and Jessie Munro of Grassmere 
and William and Annie Smith of Headingly. 

Munro Home - Grassmere. John and Jessie Munro came to 
Grassmere in 1874 and settled on the NE corner of Sec. 
15-13-1E, where John built this house. Photo taken by J. W. 
Smith about 1922 just before the old house was demolished. 

The story of the Munro's settling in the 
Grassmere district in 1874 and their part in the build
ing of the church and community have been recorded 
time and again. In 1891, my father, John Smith, was 
born in the house built by John Munro the year the 
family arrived in the district. He was a welcome sight 
to his grandmother, Jessie, who acted as midwife for 
his delivery into this world. Her comment ''At last we 
have a hog caller in the family," exhibited her plea
sure of having a grandson. His parents were Tom and 

Family picture of Tom and Delena Smith (nee Munro). L to R, 8ack: Harland, Jessie, John. Front: Frances, Eleanor, Tom, Nancy. 
Taken in 1900. 
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John and Jessie Munro. 

Dolena Smith, the latter being the youngest of John 
Munro's six children. 

My father, along with his three older sisters got 
their early schooling at the Tecumseh school after it 
was moved to the new sight (12-13-lE) in 1885. He 
took his first grade there and remembers the long 
walks through the bush and encountering bears along 
the way. 

In 1898 his parents left the Grassmere district by 
covered wagon to go to Neepawa. At that time only 
seven of their ten children were born. The eldest was 
Jessie Ann, the youngest was Eleanor Hilton then 
only six months. 

A team of heavy work horses pulled the wagon 
filled with children and supplies. A water barrel was 
strapped to the side and tethered to a ring was the 
cow. Of course the family dog was not left behind. 

They followed the old cart road south, crossing 
the Assiniboine River at Headingly, by ferry. Still 
going south they reached the Stinking River. Here 
there was no ferry. The crossing was through the 
water. Tom Smith had not found it necessary to se
cure the water-tight grain box to the wagon frame but 
he had not anticipated the depth of the water at this 
time. Normally the river crossing was shallow. 
However, at mid-stream the wagon box with the 
children aboard lifted off its base and started to float 
down the river. Fortunately Tom was able to secure it 
with a rope and once he got the horses ashore he tied 
the rope firmly to a tree and went for help. 

The family did not live long in Neepawa. After 
Tom Smith was severely injured in an accident at the 
flour mills they moved to Winnipeg and settled on 
Colony Street, later moving to the Fort Rouge dis
trict. Growing up was filled with family get-to
gethers with relatives of the Grassmere district and 
surrounding area. Here, in the Grassmere Cemetery, 
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his eldest sister, Jessie Ann, was buried in 1903, 
having died of diphtheria during an epidemic. A 
younger sister, Jean Victoria, died as a baby during 
the typhoid epidemic which raged through Winnipeg 
during those early years. Later, in 1917, Thomas 
Hamilton died of pneumonia, leaving behind a young 
wife and baby daughter. 

The stories my father tells me of his childhood 
times are very dear and personal. They are now part 
of the family history I can pass down to my children. 
It was wonderful sharing them with a cousin whom I 
had never met until that day in October when she had 
come to Grassmere and looked for the first time at her 
father's grave. 

The B. F. Murray Family 
submitted by Anna Anderson and Alice 
McCauley 

Benjamin Franklin Murray was born at Cocagne, 
N.B., in 1867, the eldest of ten children. When 24, 
he and his brother Edgar came West to Manitoba and 
farmed near Neepawa. In 1904, he married Sarah 
Maria Stratton, a young school teacher in the area. 
They farmed there until 1916, but due to an inade
quate water supply on their farm, thought it neces
sary to move elsewhere, so came to the Stonewall 
district where several members of Mrs. Murray's 
family lived. 

Their first location was at Crystal Springs Ranch, 
on the bog east of Stonewall. They lived in a small 
house adjacent to the Spring with a stream running 
through a canal in the cement floor of the basement 
- quite a difference from having to haul water! In the 
fall, the family moved to a farm just north of Stone
wall. They lived on several farms around Stonewall 
and Balmoral, building up a fine dairy herd and 
shipping milk to Winnipeg. 

As the Depression deepened and his father's 
health was failing, their son, Franklin, decided to go 
to Geraldton, Ontario, to see if he could get work in 
the gold mines. He made the arduous trip on his 
bicycle and was successful in obtaining work, so sent 
for his parents. They were followed by two of their 
daughters and their husbands, Mabel and Bill Mc
Cauley and Ethel and AlfHoughton. The Houghtons 
stiIllive in that area of Ontario. 

In 1943 Pte. Franklin Miles Murray left with the 
Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa for Great Britain, 
and went to France on D Day, 1944, and was killed in 
action at Caen, France, on August 14, 1944. His 
sister Claire, went overseas the same year, serving as 
a Nursing Sister in England until the end of the war. 

In 1944, Mr. and Mrs. Murray went to Haney, 
B.C. to visit their daughter and son-in-law, Alice and 
George McCauley and family. On learning that their 



son would not be returning, they decided to remain in 
B. C. and bought a home in the town of Hammond 
nearby. 

After Mrs. Murray's death in 1946, their daugh
ter, Claire, stayed with her father until she decided to 
get her B. Sc. degree in Nursing at the University of 
British Columbia. Mr. Murray then lived with his 
daughter, Alice, and her husband and family for his 
last seven years. It is interesting to note that Mr. 
Murray started his life on the Coast of Canada, 
spent his working years in central Canada and retired 
at the West Coast. 

Mrs. Sarah (Stratton) Murray was born in Bright
on, Ontario in 1873. She taught school in Visalia, 
California for seven years before coming to Man
itoba to teach. Mr. and Mrs. Murray raised one son 
and five daughters. Three daughters now live at 
Haney, B.C., Anna Anderson, Mabel McCauley, 
and Alice McCauley. Ethel Houghton lives at 
Beardmore, Ontario, and Claire Bowman at Laguna 
Beach, California. 

The A. H. McCauley Family 
submitted by Mrs. Alice McCauley 

Albert Hugh McCauley and his wife Olive AI
fretta (Kennedy) were born in Ontario, at Rosseau 
and Wiarton respectively. They lived in Rockwood 
for ten years and had a small fruit and vegetable farm 
one half mile north of Rockwood School. They grew 
strawberries, red, black and white currants, goose; 
berries etc., cucumbers, mushrooms and other vege
tables. 

They had four sons, William, George, Elwell, 
Hugh, and one daughter, Edyth. At age eighteen 
Edyth passed away, and was buried in Rockwood 
cemetery. In 1943 their son, Pte. Robert Elwell Mc
Cauley, left from Vancouver, B.C. for overseas and 
gave his life in the "Battle of the Bulge", in 
Belgium, October 15, 1944. Their youngest son, 
Hugh, was with the Canadian Army, in Communica
tions, but was not sent out of Canada. 

Of their five children, the two oldest survive, 
William and George, who live at Haney, B.C. Hugh 
died in 1970 at Quesnel, B.C., leaving his wife, three 
daughters, and one son. The Albert McCauleys had 
seven grandchildren - two boys and five girls. 

Phil and Louise Murrel 
by Mrs. V. Brown 
Part NW Y419-13-2E 

Phil Murrell came to Canada from East 
Grinstead, Sussex, England in 1913 and initially 
worked for the CPR out of Winnipeg. In 1913 or 14 he 
worked for Mac Stanbridge whom he had known in 
England in a market garden operation on SE V4 
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19-13-2E and the next year bought 40 acres from 
Stanbridge i.e. N V2 of LSD 11 and 12, NW V4 
19-13-2E. 

There he set up his own garden and greenhouse 
operation and was joined by his brother Sept for a 
couple of years before Sept joined the army and 
served overseas. After the war Sept returned to Cana
da, married, and moved to Winnipeg where his two 
sons and daughter still live. 

Phil remained on the 40 acres and survived the flu 
epidemic of 1919, fire, and hail storms. On January 
17,1925 he married Louise Hutchinson of Winnipeg. 
Her parents had emigrated to Canada from County 
Covan, Northern Ireland possibly in the early or mid 
1890's. Louise was born just north of Winnipeg in the 
south Lilyfield district and at the time of her marriage 
had worked for the Winnipeg Free Press. 

They built a new house possibly in J926. This 
house still stands on its original site but has been 
remodelled to some extent. 

With the onthreat of war in 1939, Phil worked for 
a plumbing firm in Winnipeg while Lou and the 
family remained on the farm. The next year he took 
over the Stonewall Hardware for the Pearson family 
and remained there for the next twenty years still 
doing some gardening and growing flowers. In 1951 
the farm was sold to Fred Aberhardt, a neighbor, and 
the Murrells moved to Stonewall to a house on 2nd 
Street W. south of Centre Avenue. In 1972 they 
moved to Dominion Street, Winnipeg and in 1975 to 
Central Park Lodge, Edmonton Street. Phil passed 
away in 1978 just short of his 90th birthday while 
Louise is still a resident of the Lodge. 

Phil served on the Rural Municipality of Rock
wood for the years 1921-22 and 1923-24 and his 
council chair with his name and years of service is a 
treasured possession of his son at High River, Alber
ta. He was also a member of the Stonewall Masonic 
Order and was a participant in many plays, amateur 
nights, etc. which local groups initiated for entertain
ment in the 30's and 40's. 

Phil Murrel Greenhouse. 



Being a gardener, their home both on the farm 
and in Stonewall, always had a colorful display of 
flowers and his fresh vegetables had a good market in 
Stonewall and district. 

Three children Verna, Phyllis, and Buff were 
born and raised on the farm. All attended Stonewall 
Public and Stonewall Collegiate Schools. 

Verna, Mrs. Gordon Brown with one daughter 
resides in Winnipeg. Phyllis, Mrs. George Murray, 
with two sons lives at Abbotsford, B. C. and son Buff 
has two sons and a daughter in with the power compa
ny at High River, Alberta. 

George Musgrove (1855-1934) 
submitted by Dorothy Mathewson 

George Musgrove was born in the County of 
Rosscommon, Ireland, in 1855. At the age of 24, he 

Front Row: Mr. and Mrs. George Musgrove with Roy in be
tween. Back Row: Beth (May) and Dr. Willie Musgrove. 1900. 

came to New York then to Canada and spent two 
years in Toronto. While in Toronto, he married Sara 
Ann McKee. 

In 1882, Mr. and Mrs. Musgrove come to Stone
wall where Mr. Musgrove went into the merchandis
ing business with 1. B. Rutherford in the building 
where the "Chicken Delight" is situated on Main 
Street. 

Owing to poor health, 1. B. Rutherford and fam
ily moved to California and Mr. Musgrove carried on 
the General Store until 1904 when he moved into 
"Musgrove and Co." store which he built on the 
corner of Main Street and Center Avenue, which is 
now McConkey's Robinson Store. 
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For over forty years he carried on a General Store 
business in the early pioneer days and stood between 
the settlers and the wholesaler. He was a man who 
never refused assistance to those in need and was 
widely known in the Rockwood district and other 
parts of the province as he was one of the real busi
ness pioneers of Manitoba. 

Mr. Musgrove took real pride in the town of 
Stonewall and surrounding district and was active in 
public, social and church as well as merchandising 
affairs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Musgrove had three children - Dr. 
W. W. Musgrove of Winnipeg, Mrs. H. O. May of 
Stonewall, and Dr. R. G. Musgrove of The Pas, who 
was the first dentist in that town. Mr. Musgrove's first 
wife died in 1903, and in 1916, he married Eunice 
Stratton. 

In 1934, Mr. Musgrove passed away at the age of 
79 he had made his home with his daughter, Mrs. 
H. O. May. 

The P. O. Nordin Family 
NE 28-16-1E 
by Mr. Nordin 

Among the early settlers who came from Swe
den, and later homesteaded in the Westerham 
district, were Per Olaf Nordin and his wife, the 
former Maria Wall. They first came to Winnipeg 
about the year 1891, Mr. Nordin from his home 
district of Norbecken, near Sundsval, and Mrs. Nor
din from Loberod, in the province of Skane. They 
were married in the Swedish Baptist Church, Win
nipeg, June 11, 1897. Mr. Nordin, whose course in 
civil engineering in Sweden was cut short, due to his 
emigration to Canada, soon adapted himself to con
struction skills in his adopted city, and, in that early 
day, there was a good demand for his proficiency in 
carpenter work. In addition, early records indicate 
that he also "peddled" water on the streets of Win
nipeg at 25¢ per barrel. The "hitching iron" for 

Clarence Nordin holding team of Mules. Mules were "much at 
home" valuable assets on Nordin Farm. 



securing his team was one of his prized possessions 
and a reminder of making a living before the water 
system was established in the Capital City. 

In 1904 he took up a homestead on the S.B. 
Quarter of Sec. 28-16-1E, about 6 miles west of the 
Village of Teulon, and, not unlike other Swedish 
settlers, it was necessary to improvise, as many of the 
basic necessities we know today were not available. 

Dozens of sweaters, mitts, scarves, etc. were knit 
from wool produced from the farm flock of sheep. 
Mrs. Nordin did most of the knitting, while a friendly 
neighbor, Mrs. Haauan Nelson, spent a week of each 
year, with her spinning wheel, in the Nordin home, 
converting literally miles of carded wool into yarns of 
many sorts and colors. What a delightful memory for 
the Nordin family as they recall the click and whirl of 
the spinning wheel, along with the twirls of smoke 
from Mrs. Nelson's pipe reaching skyward in rhythm 
with it all. 

For Mr. Nordin's part, he continued to put his 
intellectual skills in the building trade to good use, 
and often travelled to other Canadian points, to carry 
out construction projects. In Teulon, Ellison's Mill, 
grain elevators, residences, etc. are reminders of his 
efforts to supplement the farm income. In Inwood 
too, the addition to Bert Irwin's store, the B. Irwin 
residence and the elevator, all serve as landmarks of 
his carpentry endeavors. In 1921 he assisted in the 
supervision of construction of the Norman dam near 
Kenora, Ontario. Also that of the pulp and paper mill 
in Fort William. His last major engineering project 
involved the placing of mining machinery at Gods 
Lake Gold Mine in 1933. 

Per 0. Nordin also took a keen interest in his own 
community. At the organization meeting on January 
4, 1907, of the Swedish Baptist Church in Norris 
Lake, he became the first Secretary. He was also one 
of two Superintendents of the Sunday School, chosen 
at a later meeting. Then, too, as mentioned in the 
story of Westerham School, he took a prominent part 
in the founding as well as its operation from 1909 and 
later. Mr. Nordin, it can be truly said, was a real 
patriot and he was proud to serve his adopted Cana
da, under the British flag, with the greatest respect 
and best of citizenship. 

Eight children, (two daughters and six sons) 
blessed the marriage of Per and Maria Nordin. 

Vera married Einar Hermanson of Winnipeg and 
they had two sons, both married, Ami in Winnipeg 
and Glen in Oakville, Ont. Einar passed away in 1966 
and Vera is a resident of Fred Douglas Lodge on 
Burrows Avenue, Winnipeg. There are six grand
children. 

Edwin married Bessie Olson, a teacher from 
Gunton, and they had twin sons, Bruce and Douglas. 
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The P. 0. Nordin Family, 1937. Back Row, L to R: Edwin, 
Arthur, Clarence, Margot, Helmer, Victor. Front Row: Henry, 
Mary Nordin, Peter O. Nordin and Vera. 

Bruce married Sarah Hofer in 1974. Sarah was a 
nurse in King George HospitaL All the family live in 
Winnipeg. 

Arthur emigrated to the U.S.A. about 1924 and 
settled in Ohio, where he married Avvahlee Flynt, 
from North Carolina, in 1926. Avvahlee passed away 
in 1972. They had four children, George now living 
in Youngstown, Ohio; Art Jr. in Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Eddy, in Columbus, Ohio; and Marilyn (Mrs. 
George Stefura) in Fort Wayne, Indiana. There are 
twelve grandchildren. Arthur was remarried recently 
to Elizabeth Pearson of Warren, Ohio; and they re
side in Youngstown, Ohio. 

Clarence married Helen Haagensen from 
Pontrilis, Saskatchewan, and they lived in Winnipeg 
until about 1948, when they moved to Youngstown, 
Ohio. Both have passed away, Helen in 1953 and 
Clarence in 1968. They are sadly missed by the 
family . 

. Henry married Velma Butler of Brandon in 1933. 
She passed on in 1951, and Henry took as his second 
wife Laura McBain of Shoal Lake, Manitoba. There 
are two daughters, Dianne in Chicago and Betty in 
Brandon. Betty and her husband, James Kobylka, 
have two daughters, Christine and Shauna. Henry 
spent most of his teaching career ill Brandon, and he 
and his wife live there in retirement. 

Helmer married Vera Rapinchuk from Beause
jour, Manitoba, and they are living in St. Vital. 

Margot married Stanley Langston from Teulon 
and they have three children. John in Ganges (Gulf 
Islands), B.C., Patsy (Mrs. Harold Cosens) at Gun
ton and Larry in Teulon. Stanley passed away in 
1978. 

Victor remained on the home farm tending the 
prized herd of Ayrshires, founded by his father. He is 
now retired, living in Brandon. 

Interesting enough, four of the sons (Edwin, 



Arthur, Clarence and Helmer) emulated their father 
and became skilled craftsmen in construction work. 

One of the major dreams of the early settlers was 
to master the English language and to give their 
children the best possible education. In this connec
tion, Mr. Nordin served well, being one of the found
ers of the Westerham S.D. in 1909; in fact records 
indicate he was a welcome translator to others, and 
served as Trustee and Secretary-Treasurer from the 
beginning. Mrs. Nordin, too, much beloved by her 
family and friends, served her community in a real 
selfless manner until her passing in December of 
1943. Mr. Nordin predeceased his wife in 1942. 

The Osborne Family 
by A. Taylor 

William French Osborne and Margaret Isabelle 
Collie were married on December 4, 1895 at Loch 
Monar, Manitoba. 

It's a wonder that the wedding took place. Grand
pa Collie had vowed that no daughter of his would 
marry an Englishman and mother had vowed that she 
would never marry a man with a better education 
than her own. Willie had received a good education 
in England and had belonged to a boys' choir. There 
were no schools near mother's home in the highlands 
of Scotland but grandpa Collie had held regular 
classes for his children and if lessons were neglected 
there was liberal use of a willow switch. 

I never knew mother to make a mistake in gram
mar or spelling and she was a wonderful letter writer. 
It was probably the letters that went back and forth 
between Brant and Loch Monar that made it possible 
for Willie to prove a point and love conquered all 
else. 

When Willie Osborne's half brother Frank Allen 
who had a homestead on 20-14-lE in the Brant dis
trict of Rockwood decided to move his family to 
Winnipeg, Willie 'took over the homestead. He had 
come out from southern England with other members 
of the family and grandma Osborne stayed with the 
AlIens in Winnipeg. 

Willie and Maggie had few worldly goods when 
they started their new life together but they had 
something far more important - a love of all living 
things be they plants, animals, birds, children or 
neighbours. Although tired after a busy day they 
would spend a few minutes in the evening planting a 
tree or fixing a flower bed or working in the garden. 
There is a row of spruce trees growing by the road 
leading to the lane that stand like sentinals reaching 
up into the sky. They had been brought from farther 
north and were planted well over seventy-five years 
ago. From a nursery they received seedlings; a real 
apple, crabs, a wild crab for the winter birds, a 
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caragana, lilacs, cabbage roses, raspberries and cur
rants. Later they planted black poplars, a couple of 
elms and a tamarack. 

My sister May was born in the fall of 1896. I came 
next, then Jim, Jessie and then Elinor. Our parents 
were determined to give us the best education possi
ble. This was a hardship both financially and in 
human effort. Mother made all our clothes and dad 
had many a cold trip to Stonewall to meet us at the 
week ends. We were very fortunate to have such good 
teachers in the little Brant school and later in the 
consolidated school. So we were usually up to date 
when we went to Stonewall High. May won the 
Governor-General's medal when she completed 
Grade Eleven. We were fortunate to have relatives to 
stay with in Winnipeg while taking courses there. 
Most of the board money was paid \for with butter, 
eggs, vegetables, fruit, chickens and pork and beef. 
Quite often our relatives spent their holidays with us. 
Mother played the violin and when we had house 
parties she would play for the dancing. 

There were always books in our house. Willie 
and Maggie ordered them from the extention service 
of the Univershy of Manitoba. The Strathewen Post 
Office was at oUf place. The mailman picked the mail 
up in Stonewall once a week. He stopped at our place 
for lunch and to rest and feed his horses and then 
went on to Loch Monar and back the next day. In the 
summertime the ladies would drive over with the 
horse and buggy from miles around. They would 
exchange books and discuss them over a cup of tea. 
We would have children to play with and would often 
end up in the raspberry patch. The name Strathewan 
was on the early maps of Manitoba. When the rail
way went through the Post Office was moved to 
Argyle. 

Maggie and Willie planted Virginia creeper by 
the house which was plastered on the outside. It was 
beautiful in the fall and we were lulled to sleep by the 
soft croaking of the tree frogs. 

By the time we were teenagers we had helped 
level the front yard and dad had planted grass for a 
tennis court. 

My uncle Frank and aunt Lizzie Allen worked 
toward the building of the Victoria Anglican Church 
and aunt Lizzie Allen played the organ for the first 
service well over one hundred years ago. Uncle 
Frank was on the Brant school board and was secre
tary when the school opened in 1882. 

Willie Osborne and Maggie worked toward the 
building of the St. John's Anglican Church. There are 
no longer services there but a group of ladies includ
ing my sister Elinor, get together and plan projects to 
raise money for the Stonewall hospital and other 
worthy causes. 



Willie Osborne was on the Brant school board for 
many years and was secretary at the time of consol
idation. 

When he died at age 61 Jim and his mother 
carried on with the farm. Although young, Jim had 
many of the qualities of his father so the land was in 
good hands. 

When mother became quite elderly, she came to 
Winnipeg and made her home with my family. She 
took long walks and once a week for some time she 
took the street car down town and had lunch with an 
old neighbour or a relative. She died in her 92nd year. 

After Jim sold the farm he worked in Winnipeg 
for a number of years before he died. He and his 
mother and father are buried in the Victoria Ceme
tery. 

The Parkinson Family 
submitted by Dorothy Parkinson 

George, Dorothy and family, Maureen, David 
and Janis moved from Winnipeg to Stonewall in 
February, 1952. We purchased the building that is 
now Mrs. K's Pizza, from Mr. Bob Lowe in 1951 and 
it was named George's Locker Plant and Butcher 
Shop. The plant contained approximately 200 lock
ers. The meat was cut, wrapped and placed in lockers 
until needed. When we moved to Stonewall, we 
bought an older chevy panel truck and I delivered 
meat around Stonewall, Stony Mountain and sur
rounding areas. We would go to Winnipeg Beach and 
Gimli to pick up pickerel fillets, unwrapped. 25 cents 
a pound, packaged at .30 cents per pound, which was 
then sold door to door. 

The Parkinson House, 1951. 
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In 1951 we bought our home from Mr. and Mrs. 
Abe (Blondie) Aberhardt, along with five acres of 
land, which is situated on the NW V4 of 19-13-2E, or 
approximately a mile and a quarter south of Stone
wall on P.T.H. #236. The house had previously been 
owned by Phil Murrell and family, which was oper
ated as a market garden. The house was built by Mr. 
Murrell and his brother just after the First World War. 
There was no electricity or plumbing when we pur
chased the house, except for a pump in the sink in the 
kitchen, the well was under the floor in a back shed. 
Water had to be carried from the kitchen for use in 
other parts of the house. The heating system was very 
central, one big grate with a furnace below. 

In 1971, Ray and Jan (Gluchi) purchased the 
property when we moved to Winnipeg, and still 
reside there. (Jan is presently Assistant Secretary
Treasurer of the Municipality of Rockwood.) 
Maureen and Henry (Pedersen) and family reside in 
Teulon., Man., and David and family are living in 
Aldergrove, British Columbia. 

The Paterson Family 
by R. F. Paterson 

Thomas Paterson was born in 1858 in Lybster in 
the County of Caithness, Scotland, and came to 
Manitoba in 1879. In 1882 he married Margaret Rei
ach who immigrated to Manitoba from Wick, Scot
land with her family in 1873. Thomas and Margaret 
moved to Vancouver in 1889 and returned to Man
itoba in 1894 to farm in Springfield. He served as 
Chairman of Winnipeg local United Grain Growers 
and had frequently been a delegate to the annual 
conventions of the company. Margaret's father, John 

Thomas Paterson. 

Reiach was in the small group of farmers who 
shipped the first wheat out of Manitoba. Thomas 
Paterson had retired from the farm in Springfield in 
1915 and lived with the eldest son Frank, but con
tinued to farm in the Stonewall district along with 



Gordon and Donald. His wife Margaret passed away 
in the late 1920's, and Thomas died in 1931. 

Thomas and Margaret had four sons; Frank, 
Harold, Donald, and Gordon, and one daughter 
Olive who died at an early age. 

Frank married Elva Wright in 1946 and con
tinued to live in the family home on Lenore Street 
until his death in 1956. 

Harold Paterson married Jean McAdam in 
Stonewall and had two daughters; Jessie and Jeannie. 
Jean passed away in the late twenties. Harold joined 
the Winnipeg Grenadiers in World War Two and was 
killed in action in Hong Kong. 

Donald was the first Paterson to begin farming in 
the Rockwood Municipality in the year 1911. He 
went overseas in 1914 with the Fort Garry Horse. In 
1919 he married Harriet White in Glasgow, Scotland, 
and they returned to the farm in the same year. 
Harriet (known as Hettie to her friends) passed away 
in 1951 and Donald continued to farm in Rockwood 
until his death in 1957. They had no children. 

Gordon Paterson, born in 1889 in Vancouver 
came to farm in Rockwood in 1914. In 1922 he 
married May Matthewson of Stonewall and farmed in 

Gordon and May Paterson and Family. 

the district until 1943 . He served on the Rural Munic
ipality of Rockwood Council in the years 1920 and 
1921. During the years 1934-35-36 he was President 
of the Rockwood Agricultural Society. Gordon and 
May had three children; Ralph, Betty and Margaret. 
Gordon passed away in Selkirk in 1954. May Pater
son is living with her daughter, Betty Cunnings in 
Coquitlam, B.C. 

Ralph Paterson took over Donald's farm in 1958 
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while living at Selkirk. He and his wife Shirley 
(Foster) and children Kimberly, Scott and Mary Jane 
moved to the farm in 1973 where they still live with 
the two younger children. 

William and Mary Ann Pattenden 
William Pattenden was born in England about 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Pattenden. Taken at a July 12 Celebration at 
Winnipeg Beach. 

1879 and came to Canada as a Barnardo Boy about 
1890. He worked on a farm in Woodlands Munic
ipality. He later became a blacksmith for Tom 
Oglivie at Teulon. In a few years he came to Balmoral 
and operated his own shop which was just east of the 
present Community Hall. 

He was already married when he came to Bal
moral and his wife's name was Mary Ann. 

Bill as he was known, was an efficient caretaker 
of the Community Hall for many years. 

He had never had a drink of whiskey in his life but 
collected up the beer bottles around the hall and gave 
them to a neighbour to dispose of. He was an active 
member of the Orange Order and always took in their 
July 12 celebrations at Winnipeg Beach. 

His penmanship indicated that he had a good 
education as a youngster before becoming a ward of 
Dr. Barnardo. 

Mrs. Patten den had a daughter Mrs. Mabel Gesell 
and a son Newton of Edmonton from a previous 
marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Pattenden had a son Wilfred 
who attended Balmoral School and later moved to 
Hamilton. He was married and they had three chil
dren. He died while living in Hamilton. 

Mrs. Pattenden passed away at the Nightingale 



Nursing Home in Winnipeg on January 1,1953 and is 
buried at Balmoral-Victoria Cemetery. At this time 
Bill went to live with Mrs. Wilfred Pattenden and 
family in Hamilton. Sometime later he died there. 

The Peach Family 
by The Peach Family 

The Peaches came to Manitoba from the ocean
side town of Carbonear, Newfoundland. George Ed
ward Peach was born there in 1849, a son of a Meth
odist Minister, the Rev. John S. Peach, who had come 
from England in 1840. In 1879 George Edward mar
ried Annie Elizabeth Taylor whose father was a sea 

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Peach. 

captain who sailed to Labrador every summer. They 
had four children, Julia, John, Will, and Louise. 
Apparently the small grocery shop which the Pea
ches operated did not provide enough income for the 
family. There were few jobs available. A brother, 
William Taylor, moved to Winnipeg and found em
ployment with the C.P.R. Their sister, Louise, and 
her husband, the Rev. 1. A. (Austin) Jackson, lived in 
Winnipeg and had lived in Stonewall. Arrangements 
were made, probably through them, to buy a farm in 
Manitoba. 

In June 1888 they began the long trip by taking 
the train to St. John's to board a boat for Montreal. A 
hot, dusty, train trip brought the family to Winnipeg. 
After a stop with friends in Winnipeg, the Peaches 
took the train to Stonewall, the end of the line at that 
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time. With the help of the Turner and Shipley families 
they completed the journey to their new home on 
NEY4 4-15-2E which was purchased from Mr. John 
Ferguson. The trip had taken one month. 

Beside the five or six acres of land which had 
been cleared and seeded to grain, was a one-room 
cabin with a thatched roof. There was much hard 
work to be done to make a home and to begin farm
ing. New neighbours including the Shipleys, the 
Montgomerys and the Jacob Williams family, were 
ready to help make their life and work easier. The 
McFarlane family who lived on the next farm to the 
south were wonderful friends. 

Poplar logs from the west side of the farm were 
cut, and a bee was held to build an addition to the 
house. Four strong but slow oxen helped with the 
farm work including breaking land. Also they pulled 
the wagon on trips to Balmoral. After a few years 
horses were purchased. Several weeks each summer 
were spent on the bog putting up hay for the cattle. A 
bachelor neighbour, Mr. Jim White, helped with the 
work. 

Early frosts sometimes damaged the grain in the 
days before earlier maturing varieties were de
veloped. In the fall the sheaves of grain were stacked 
to be threshed later when the gang came around. 
Feeding them was quite a task. It was while the 1891 
crop was being threshed that Harry was born in 
Winnipeg. Julia was only eleven years old, so Ettie 
Shipley came to help her with the meals. 

Much time was spent cooking and cleaning, sew
ing and knitting. Good use was made of wild fruit 
including wild strawberries, raspberries, saskatoons 
and cranberries. 

When Good Hope School opened in January 
1889, Julia and John attended. The school seemed 
full from beginners to almost grown-ups - big 
lads coming for the winter. In cold weather they had 
to dress warmly, and a ride on a hay rack or load of 
wood was welcome. 

The Peaches were active in the Methodist 
Church. They attended church in Balmoral, first at 
the school and then in the new church. Mrs. Peach 
taught the Bible Class in Sunday School. 

About 1901 or 1902 they took the big step of 
having a new house built. They had waited a long 
time before being able to do it. 

Julia studied at Kate Street Collegiate and Nor
mal School in Winnipeg. She taught at Good Hope 
for one year (1897-98), at Stonewall for five years, 
and at Cypress River and Souris. In 1907 she married 
the Rev. Edward Lund of Stonewall, and they served 
in a number of rural churches. They raised five 
daughters, Edra, Irene, Merle, Winona and Grace. 
After her husband died in 1939, Julia lived in Win-



nipeg. She continued to be active in church work 
almost until her death in 1976. 

John attended Winnipeg Collegiate and Normal 
School. He taught at Addington, Centre and Good 
Hope Schools. He was principal at Cypress River and 
Swan River. In 1909 he married Lottie Mossip and 
they lived in Swan River for 40 years. 

In 1913 John was appointed Inspector of Schools 
for the north-western division of Manitoba which 
extended from Winnipegosis to Churchill. Travel 
throughout that vast territory was by whatever means 
was available including walking, bicycle, and dog 
sled. He is fondly remembered by many who were 
teachers and pupils during his time as inspector. His 
garden, in which he specialized in gladioli, was a 
great source of recreation and pleasure. 

After Lottie died, John taught at Teulon for a 
while. Later he moved to Winnipeg and married 
Lavina. They enjoyed several years of retirement 
among relatives, friends in church and senior cit
izens, and former school associates. Lavina died in 
1960 and John in 1968. 

Will worked on the farm for a time before moving 
to Winnipeg. He worked for the C.P.R. and advanced 
to the position of assistant baggage manager. He 
married Edna Sprague and later they moved to Chi
cago where he became a manager in a department 
store. They had a family of three daughters. 

Louise took a business course in Winnipeg and 
received excellent marks. She worked in the adver
tising department of the Winnipeg Free Press. She 
was a member of Young United Church and the 
Professional Women's Club of Winnipeg. She died in 
1972. 

Harry worked on the farm and took over its 
operation when he was still a teenager. After his 
brothers and sisters had left, his parents moved to 
Winnipeg because of his mother's poor health. She 
died in 1912. His father died in 1918. 

Miss Ada Collins carne to the district to visit her 
relatives, the Wainmans. She and Harry were mar
ried at Castledale, B.C. in 1914. They raised two 
sons, Austin and Martin. 

Harry expanded the farm by breaking more land 
and by buying "the other place", SWV4 3-15-2E. 
Income carne from sales of grain, cattle, hogs, fowl, 
eggs and butter. In 1922 he went into the fluid milk 
business - at first shipping one can a day to City 
Dairy. The milk was hauled to the station in Balmoral 
six days a week. Later it was picked up at the farm. A 
hired man and, of course, the family helped with the 
work. 

In 1938 a McCormick-Deering 15-30 tractor was 
bought to be used for breaking, tillage work, thresh
ing, etc. It pulled two binders to which "Klaxon" 
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horns were added for signalling the driver. Sheaves 
were hauled on extra large (10 by 20 foot) racks built 
on threshing machine trucks. To reduce the grain 
shovelling required, a bagger elevator was rebuilt, 
lengthened, and mounted on an old car chassis. 

In the 1930's the young folks of the neighborhood 
gathered at the Peach horne for parties. Fifteen or 
twenty of them would enjoy various games and cha
rades. During several winters, rinks were flooded 
beside the house for skating parties. Sunday School 
social evenings were held too. 

The Victoria Ladies' Aid picnics were held on the 
farm from 1926 to 1948. Ball garnes, races, and 
sometimes horseshoes were enjoyed. One year five 
hundred people were fed. 

Mrs. Peach was active in church women's groups 
for many years. She was a Sunday School teacher 
and served as superintendent for twenty-five years. 

Mr. Peach served as a steward in the church and as 
treasurer of Sunday School and church. He was also a 
trustee of Good Hope School. 

Austin and Martin attended Good Hope and Bal
moral Schools. They helped on the farm with chores 
and breaking land. They enjoyed baseball and curl
ing. Austin studied at the University of Manitoba and 
received a Diploma in Agriculture in 1942. The next 
year he married Lois Lund of Stonewall. He did 
much of the work on their new horne on the farm. 

Austin. Lois, Edith, Martin. Harry. Ada, 1945. 

Martin served in the R.C.A.F. for three years 
during World War II. In 1945 he married Edith 
Stanbridge from Grosse Isle who was teaching at 
Good Hope School. He operated "Martin's Service" 
on a corner of the farm beside the highway. After a 
few years they moved to Grosse Isle, then to Head
ingly and to High Bluff 

On the farm during the late 1940's and early 
1950's, "Hydro" was installed, a new barn was built, 



modem machinery (tractor, combine, baler, weed 
sprayer, milking machine) was purchased. Artificial 
breeding and Dairy Herd Improvement were used to 
improve milk production. Egg and hog production 
were discontinued. In 1963 Austin bought the quarter 
to the south from Mr. 1. Verbrugge. In 1960 the 
Peaches had the highest producing herd on D.H.LA. 
in Manitoba. An award was received for producing 
the highest quality raw milk in Manitoba in 1975. 

In their retirement, Harry and Ada lived on the 
farm in the home which they planned and built with 
the help of Mr. Dick McClure. Harry continued to 
assist with the farm work and did woodworking as a 
hobby. They took time for travelling to east and west. 
Harry died in 1967. Ada continued to be interested in 
many activities including making many beautiful 
quilts and tending her little garden until her death in 
1980. 

Austin has served as Sunday School teacher and 
school trustee. He is an elder in the church, and is 
cemetery and D.H.I.A. secretary-treasurer. Lois is 
involved in U.C.W. work. They raised three chil
dren: John, Marilyn and Brenda. All three attended 
Good Hope School while Mrs. A. Main was the 
teacher. They attended Sunday School, took piano 
lessons and participated in 4-H. 

John graduated from the Diploma Course in Ag
riculture in 1967 and is a partner in the farm. He helps 
with the Sunday School and church work. 

Marilyn taught school for two years. In 1969 she 
married Robert Mitchell from Roblin. Because he is 
employed in the oil well services business, they have 
lived in several places. They have two sons, Trenton 
and Kevin. 

Brenda attended the University of Manitoba 
(Arts) and, recently, Red River Community College 
(Auto Mechanics). She has held a variety of jobs 
including child care, consumer help, and auto me
chanics. At the present time, she is living in her 
grandparents' former home on the farm and commut
ing to an office job in Winnipeg. 

Martin and Edith live in Winnipeg where Martin 
is employed in hydraulic maintenance at Manitoba 
Hydro. Their older son, Kenneth, is an architect in 
Calgary. Ralph has a degree in music. He and his 
wife Ann, and their children, Michael and Corrie, 
live in Victoria. A daughter, Patti, lives in Winnipeg. 

The Peden Family - Beginning in 
Manitoba 
by J. S. Peden 

Alexander Cameron Peden - Born February 
20th, 1874 

Isabell May Morton - Born May 18th, 1878 
Married Alexander Peden January 1st, 1901 
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Children 
Irene Peden Born November 14th, 1901 

Balmoral 
John Saville Peden Born November 7th, 1903 

- Balmoral 
Russell Alexander Born September 8th, 1905 

- Balmoral 
Barbara Edith - Born June 18th, 1910 - Bal

moral 
Isabelle Dorothy - Born April 8th, 1912 -

Stonewall 
James Edward Born October 10, 1913 -

Stonewall 
Sylva Elizabeth - Born October 15, 1915 

Stonewall 
Gertrude May Born April 5th, 1917 - Stone-

wall 
Dwight Robert Born April 1st, 1919 Stone-

wall 
Neil Thomas - Born January 20th, 1921 

Stonewall 
1872 - John Peden arrived in Winnipeg from 

Ontario via St. Paul up the Red River, and established 
his future home two miles west of Balmoral. He then 
returned to Ontario and brought his family to Bal
moral, Manitoba. He built the first church on his 
property, "Methodist". Later when a bridge was 
built over Jack Fish Creek at Balmoral a new church 
was built in the village, which eventually became 
United Church. 

In 1876 Saville Morton and his wife Maria and 
family came to Winnipeg from Ontario by the same 
route as the Pedens, and settled two miles north of 
Balmoral. These two families had a large bearing on 
the community. They bought their properties from 
the engineers at Old Fort Garry, as there were no 
homesteaders at that early time, everything was paid 
for by cash. The last herd of Buffalo in North Amer
ica was still roaming at large in the Stony Mountain, 
Stonewall, Balmoral area. They were rounded up in 
1888 and taken to Wainwright, Alberta, and much 
later to Buffalo Park in the North. Two of my uncles 
(Pedens) were on that round-up. 

Winnipeg's water supply was insufficient during 
the winters of 1907 and 1908 and water was shipped 
from Balmoral by large railroad tankers, and sold in 
Winnipeg for 25¢ a pail. 

My father Alex hauled water from Crystal 
Springs in horse-drawn tanks on sleighs. One day 
when the temperature was about 25 below zero, dad 
had just filled the tank, slipped and fell into the 
spring. He was able to grab a piece of the sleigh 
runner, and called to the horses, and they pulled him 
from the water, and he managed to walk the five miles 
to Balmoral hanging on to the water tank, with frozen 



clothes. The horses went to Skinkles Livery and 
Hotel and stopped. Mr. Skinkle, with help, saved 
dad's life. 

In the early days Saville Morton put up the money 
and built the Victoria Church one mile south and one 
mile east of Balmoral. His wife (my grandmother) 
played the organ and also gave piano lessons. The 
little church is still there (wellkept) and the little 
cemetery tells a story of its own. I could tell many 
stories of people and events and places of that time, if 
I had a writer. Did you know that a brick yard was in 
operation lY2 miles south of Balmoral for years, it 
closed about 1912-13. There are several buildings in 
Winnipeg, still standing that were built with bricks 
from that brickyard. 
Family History 

Pedens were Scottish and religious leaders and 
were persecuted because of it. In Scotland our coat
of-arms goes back several centuries. Monument in 
Cumnock, Scotland, Morton-Scottish and Irish (Col
lins) goes back many centuries. 
Immediate Family 

Alex and May married January 1st, 1901 in Bal
moral. A few days later the worst snow storm in 
history hit the Manitoba area. They had been married 
59 years and 8 months when Alex died in 1960. 

Irene educated in Stonewall, became a school 
teacher and taught in several locations in Manitoba. 
When the Second World War started, she went to 
Ottawa and worked in the treasury department until 
she retired in 1964. She lives in Winnipeg and has 
been a member of the United Church staff for many 
years. 

Saville was educated in Stonewall and joined Fort 
Garry Horse in 1918, was sergeant in 1922. He broke 
wild horses and punched cows, took part in Calgary 
stampede. He joined Vancouver Police January, 
1929. September 12, 1931 married Evelyn Beach in 
Vancouver, had four daughters (Evelyn died Decem
ber 9th, 1958). In 1940 joined the R.C.A.F. as inves
tigator after 5V2 years returned to civies. In 1968 
retired from Labatts as personnel director. Have set 
up security in several new hotels, two in Vancouver, 
one in Thunder Bay, and the Marlborough in Win
nipeg. Last two years president of Vancouver Police 
(superanuated police officers association) and lives 
in New Westminster, B. C. 

In 1960 I married Nora Hayward who had a son 
and daughter previously and are now part of the 
family. 

Russell was educated in Stonewall and Wesley 
College Winnipeg, became a minister of the Gospel. 
He married Harriet Webster in Roland, Manitoba 
June 14th, 1933. They have two boys and three girls. 
He received his doctorate at a ceremony in Van-
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couver, B. C. about 1965. He spent most of his years 
of service in Ontario, where he has now retired. 

Barbara was educated in Stonewall and worked 
for the Manitoba telephone. Married Hector Law
rence and moved to Vancouver. After her husband's 
death, she became matron of the Odd Fellows nurs
ing home in Surrey where she worked for several 
years and is now retired in New Westminster, B.C. 

Isabel received her education in Stonewall and 
her R.N. in Winnipeg. She married Keith Stocks, 
they have one son and family. She worked as a nurse 
many years in Manitoba and now recently retired in 
Roland, Manitoba. 

James was educated in Stonewall, married Mary 
Montague. He worked for the Province of Ontario as 
a log scaler in Thunder Bay until retirement. Then 
the industry hired him as a log scaler to work for 
them, where he is still employed, and is assisted by 
his wife. They have two sons, three daughters and 
families. 

Sylva was educated in Stonewall and worked at 
Eatons, Winnipeg. Married James Maynard April 
26, 1947 and resided at Stonewall, Manitoba. James 
died. There is one daughter of this marriage (Joyce) 
who works for the Manitoba government in Win
nipeg and resides at Stonewall with her mother. 

Gertrude was educated in Stonewall and worked 
at Eatons in Winnipeg. Married James Smith and 
moved to Vancouver and now resides in Surrey, B.C. 
Her husband is employed at Labatts brewery, New 
Westminster, B.C. - recently retired. They have two 
sons and two daughters and families. 

Dwight was educated in Stonewall and served in 
the Canadian Army (Second World War). On dis
charge married Rose Arbuckle and settled in Portage 
La Prairie. He was employed by the Government of 
Manitoba School Farm where he became manager 
and continued as such until his retirement recently, 
and still resides in Portage La Prairie. They have 
three girls and families. 

Neil was educated in Stonewall and served in 
Canadian Army (second World War). On discharge 
married Betty Holmes in Owen Sound, Ontario. 
They now moved to Stony Mountain where Neil was 
employed as a guard at the penitentiary, where he still 
is employed. They have three sons and three daugh
ters. 
The Pedens 

Of Balmoral and Stonewall, Manitoba. 
Alexander and May 

One father and one mother. 
Five boys and five girls. 
All the childr.en are alive and healthy. 
The oldest Irene - 80 years. 
The youngest Neil 60 years. 



There are very few families of this magnitude 
living in Canada. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jas Perry 
by Mrs. C. Perry 

Mr. and Mrs. Jas Perry were both born in Devon, 
England and were also married there. 

They came to Stonewall in the year 1884 and 
lived in Stonewall for a few years and Mr. Perry 
worked in the quarry. then moved onto his farm 
one mile west of Stonewall. He was a good farmer 
and his farm always looked well kept. 

Of the union they had a family of five; 3 boys and 
2 girls - Jim of Winnipeg, Frank of Stonewall, 
Charlie of Toronto, Rosa and Bertha of Stonewall. 

Mr. Perry was a lay reader and for many years 
conducted the services in the Baptist church in Stone
wall. 

Peter and Pearl Persoage 
submitted by Jim Persoage 

Peter Persoage came to Canada as a lad of 14, 
with his older brother Dmytro, from upper Bereziw, 
Western Ukraine. Five years after coming to Canada, 
at age 19 he had the misfortune of getting his leg 
broken by a falling tree, while working in the bush. 
Although Dr. Hunter set the leg as best as he could, 
Peter was handicapped by a severe limp for the rest of 
his life. Sometime later he married Pearl Symchuk 
and took up farming on Pt. NE 1-17-2E. They had 
three children, Mary, Eva and Nick. Despite his 
handicap and having only a small farm, Peter man
aged to have his children all get a high school educa
tion. This was greatly helped by them being able to 
stay at the residences in Teulon operated by the 
United Church. Several times when money to pay for 
staying was just not available produce from the farm 
was accepted as payment. 

Upon retiring from farming about 1956, Peter 
and Pearl moved to Teulon. Shortly after Pearl died 
suddenly in 1958 at the age of 65. Peter died in 1968 
at the age of 84. 

Mary Persoage, the eldest daughter of Peter and 
Pearl took teacher's training at Normal school, Win
nipeg, after finishing high school at Teulon. Shortly 
after her health gave out and she has spent almost 40 
years at a hospital in Selkirk. 

Eva (nee Persoage) Segall born in 1915, second 
daughter, trained as a teacher at Normal School, 
Winnipeg, upon graduating from Teulon High 
School. She taught at various places in Manitoba and 
later in Kelowna, B.C. In 1949 she married Alex 
Segall. For several years they lived in Selkirk where 
Eva continued to teach. Later they moved to Manor, 
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Saskatchewan and in 1967 to Eastend, Saskatche
wan. Eva taught school at both places, retiring in 
1979. In December, 1981 she died at Eastend. Alex 
and Eva had one daughter, Marilyn who has been 
teaching in the far north. 

Nicholas P. Personage, the only son of Peter and 
Pearl was born in 1922. He attended Netley and 
Teuion schools and then University of Manitoba, 
graduating as a professional engineer. Nick began 
working for the Government at Winnipeg. He mar
ried Erma Lewis, a nurse from Nova Scotia. Later his 
job took them to Niagara Falls, Ontario, then to 
Ottawa and then Burlington, Ontario. Nick retired as 
Planning Manager of the Water Planning and Man
agement Branch of Canada Centre for Inland Waters 
in 1979. In January, 1982 Nick passed away, a victim 
of leukemia. Erma and Nick had 3 daughters, Mar
garet (Mrs. Garry Stokes) Pinawa, Manitoba; Joan 
(Mrs. Eugene Cohler) New Haven, Conn. U.S.A.; 
and Karen who is attending University and living at 
home. Margaret is working for Atomic Energy of 
Canada at Pinawa, Manitoba. Joan is registered 
nurse. Erma, Nick's widow is now living in Bur
lington, Ontario. 

Dmytro and Anna Persoage 
In 1898 from the village of Vezney (upper) Be

reziw in the Hutsul region of the Carpathian 
Highlands of Western Ukraine, then occupied by 
Austria, Dmytro and Anna (nee Negrych) Persoage 
(Pertsovich) came to Canada and settled in the Pleas
ant Home area. With them came their two children, 
Pauline and Michael and Dmytro's two brothers, 
Peter, then fourteen and Alex who was only twelve. 

Centuries before, their ancestors, at the time 
members of Ukrainian gentry, had moved into the 
area to take on the arduous· task of defending the 
borders of the kingdom of Halych (Galica). Now 
because of overpopulation they were moving beyond 
those borders to a new land, Canada. 

They had sailed from a port in Italy and the 
journey across the Atlantic took six weeks. In mid 
Atlantic a storm came up, which must have been 
quite severe because even the sailors started praying. 
Luck was on their side as they did reach Halifax. 
From there the journey was by train as far as Stone
wall, the rest of the way was with Mr. George Zeron 
by wagon. 

One cannot say that they came to Canada penni
less, because after selling all he owned in the old 
country, and paying for passage to Canada, Grand
father told me that he still had ten cents to start life 
with in Canada. 

Grandfather homesteaded on WY2 NEY4 and EY::! 
of L.S. 11-14, Section 1-17-2E. As this was only 120 



acres, his friends told him he was silly not to take a 
full quarter further north. He preferred the land he 
took as there were no stones on it. The first year he 
got a job digging ditches near Selkirk. At harvest, 
there was work for farmers to the south, at seventy
five cents to a dollar a day. Besides that he had to 
clear some land on the homestead or lose it. During 
the winter, money could be earned by cutting cord
wood. A cord of good sound white popular delivered 
to Teulon brought a dollar and a half. 

Back Row: Harmel Theriault, Frances Persoage, Alec D. 
Persoage, William D. Persoage, Dorothy Persoage, Olga Per
soage, Jim Persoage. Front Row: Anna Persoage, Dmytro 
Persoage, Anna Urbanovich. 

Eight more children were born in Canada. 
William, Nick, Isabel, Mary, Alex, Dorothy, Jean 
and Anne. When the boys left school at fourteen the 
clearing of the farm went faster. Within twenty five 
years all the bush had been cleared by hand and the 
land broke, first with oxen and later with horses. The 
girls left for Winnipeg to earn a living as soon as they 
finished school. 

Grandmother and Grandfather lived on the farm 
almost all their lives in Canada. In 1949 Alex moved 
their house to Teulon where they lived the rest of their 
lives. Grandmother passed away in the spring of 1956 
when she was 82. Grandfather lived almost another 
year passing away in the spring of 1957. He would 
have been 89 in November. 

Pauline (nee Persoage) Starr worked in Winnipeg 
for a number of years, married Lawrence Starr, an 
American who worked first as a trainman and later as 
a conductor on the Great Northern Railway. They 
made their home in Willmar, Minnesota, where they 
raised a family of two girls, Luella and Leona. 

Luella (Mrs. John Searles) and her husband, a 
steel worker, live in Coon Rapids, Minnesota and 
have three sons. 

Leona has two children, Cheryl, now living in 
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the State of Washington. Her son, Dr. Larry Bender 
is a veterinarian in Whitehall, Wisconsin. He and his 
wife, Dawn, have two daughters. 

Lawrence passed away a few years ago. Pauline 
passed away in March, 1982 at the age of 86. 

Michael Personage lived and worked on the farm 
after finishing school. He died during the flu epi
demic of 1919 at the age of 21. 

William D. Personage was the third child of 
Dmytro and Anna, the first to be born in Canada. He 
worked on the farm after finishing schooL In 1923 he 
took a barber course in Winnipeg but decided to go 
back to farming. In 1925 in partnership with his 
brother, Nick, they bought the SW V4 7-17-3E. In 
1926 he married Dorothy Malkovich who had re
cently came to Canada from upper Bereziw In 

Ukraine. 
In 1926 the newly formed school district of 

Netley bought a site for the school. The northern part 
of the original Netley district did not wish to join 
Teulon school district. This school was on the south 
side of SW 7-17-3E, about l4 a mile east of the 
western boundary. 

During the depression of the 1930's one time Dad 
wanted to mail a letter but couldn't. It cost three cents 
for a stamp, which he didn't have. About half of the 
farm was still bush when bought. This was cleared by 
hand and the land broke with a walking plow and six 
horses. The SEV4 7-17-3E was bought in the 1930's 
and later land on the bog was purchased. 

In the fall of 1937 Dad was elected as Councillor 
of Ward 6. From January 1938, with the exception of 
a period of 4 years he remained as councillor till his 
death in 1979. In recognition of almost 37 years of 
service the Council of Rockwood named the road 
past the place where he had farmed as Persoage 
Road. They also presented a plaque in memory of 
him to St. Stephen's Church, Pleasant Home. 

Mother passed away in December of 1966 after a 
lengthy illness. In October, 1972 Dad married Olga 
Glowachuk, then a widow of Joseph Glowachuk. She 
now lives in Teulon. In August, 1979 dad passed 
away. He would have been 80 in December. 

William and Dorothy Personage had two chil
dren, Jim and Olga. Olga, born in August, 1928, was 
a diabetic from the age of seven. In spite of this she 
managed to live a useful life as well as realizing a 
childhood dream of going around the world. In fact 
she did even better as due to her persistance she 
managed to somehow convince the authorities to 
accept her husband, Harmel Theriault, for employ
ment in Pakistan on a Colombo Project. This was no 
easy task as the families of those accepted went also 
and the government was very reluctant to accept a 
man whose wife was diabetic. Because they finally 



Olga (Persoage) Theriault. 

agreed, Olga, her husband Harmel and their daugh
ter, Debbie went to Pakistan via England, across 
Europe and the mid-east. Two and a half years later 
they came back through India, Hong Kong, Japan 
and then to Vancouver. All around the world for the 
three of them paid by the Colombo plan project! Olga 
passed away suddenly in Niagara Falls, Ontario in 
April 1974. 

Her daughter, Debbie married William DeLazzer 
in August 1974. They have a daughter, Angela and 
live in Niagara Falls. 

Jim, born in May 1927, married Olga Powroznik 
of Silver in 1951. They live and farm on SVl 7-17 -3E. 
In July 1957 their son Dennis was born. He married 
Marie Ambrose of Rembrandt in 1979 and they have 
three children, Ryan, William and Alanna. Dennis is 
farming and they live on the site where Netley school 
was. 

Karen, the daughter of Olga and Jim was born in 
November 1965 and is presently attending Teulon 
Collegiate. 

Besides farming Jim has actively supported Man
itoba Pool Elevators serving as a committee member, 
sub district counsellor and for the past three years as 
delegate. Olga has been involved with the Teulon 
Ukrainian Dance Club since it began. She has been 
President for the last five years out of the eight years 
that the club has been in operation. 

Nick Persoage, third son of Dmytro and Anna 
Persoage, stayed on the farm for a few years after 
school. He then left for Chicago, U.S.A. where he 
worked for about 15 years in Foundaries and steel 
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mills. Though he bought SWV4 7-17-3E in part
nership with his brother, Bill, he continued to work in 
the U.S.A. for another 10 years and helping the farm 
financially. In 1937 he came back to Canada to farm 
and married Nettie Hopko. A few years later he sold 
his share to his brother, Bill, and bought the NE 
9-17-3E to which he farmed till 1944 when he sold his 
farm and with his wife and son Richard, moved to 
Windsor, Ontario. Next spring they came back and he 
purchased a half section at Petersfield. Two years 
later they moved to Pt. SW 12-17-2E. For several 
years Nick worked with his brother Alex moving 
buildings. Later he worked on highway maintenance 
on No.7 highway till ill health forced him to retire. In 
July 1965 Uncle Nick passed away. He would have 
been 65 in December. They had three children, 
Richard, Sophie and Margaret. 

Richard Persoage has a Graphic Arts business in 
Toronto, Ontario where he now lives. 

Sophie (nee Parsoage) Crow married Mitchel 
Crow of Gunton. They have one daughter, Enid. 
Sophie now divorced, lives with her daughter, Enid 
in Winnipeg and works for Air Canada. 

Margaret Persoage married George Penner of 
Winkler. She graduated as a pharmacist from Univer
sity of Manitoba. They lived for several years in 
Gimli where George was a teacher. Later they moved 
to live near Camp Morton. They had two sons Mark 
and Carl. In June 25, 1980 Margaret and Carl were 
senselessly murdered by a neighbor. Mark was crit
ically wounded but survived. 

Mary Persoage died at age 8 or 9. 
Isabel (nee Persoage) Carlstrom worked in Win

nipeg where she married Arnold Carlstrom who was 
employed by Ogilvie Flour Mills. They had 2 chil
dren, Kenneth now living in Winnipeg, and Dorothy 
now living on Vancouver Island. Isabel now a widow 
is living in a nursing home in Langley, B.C. 

Alex Persoage, the youngest son married Frances 
Smegelski. They lived and farmed on grandfather'S 
homestead till 1945, when they moved to Teulon 
where Alex operated a general store for 9 months. 
This is the store that is now Bouvier Clothing. Alex 
returned to farming and soon after started moving 
buildings. He moved hundreds of buildings in the 
Interlake area. One of the buildings he moved in 
Teulon was the United Church which is still being 
used at present. He also took apart a number of 
buildings, including the old Elementary school, old 
high school, girls residence and the old Hunter Hos
pital which was located just south of the present 
hospital. Alex and Frances have 3 children, Irene, 
Edward and Alice. Alex is now semi-retired but still 
does more work than someone much younger than he 
is. 



Irene (nee Persoage) Paskiw married to Art Pas
kiw ofFlin Flon is presently working for C.B.C. and 
living in Winnipeg. 

Edward Persoage married Lois Skwarek. They 
live in Teuion but Ed is a full time farmer. They have 
3 children, Kelly, Michael and Leslie. Ed was a 
member of Teuion Kinsmen's Club for a number of 
years. He has served as a committee member of 
Teulon Pool Local for many years and at present is 
also a sub district counsellor. 

Alice (nee Persoage) Moore married Bob Moore 
of Balmoral. They have one daughter, Kim, who is 
married to Barry Pawluk. Alice worked for the T.D. 
Bank and Credit Union in Teulon. She now lives in 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, where she is working for the 
T.D. Bank. 

Dorothy (nee Persoage) Pave ling worked in Win
nipeg for a number of years, then moved to Toronto. 
She married Fred Paveling, a police detective. They 
have 2 children, Freddie and Joyce. Dorothy is now a 
widow, living in Toronto. Freddie lives in Toronto. 
Joyce married Ted Wilson and has one daughter, 
Cindy. Joyce, now divorced, and her daughter live in 
Toronto. 

Jean (nee Persoage) Dedman worked for a num
ber of years in Winnipeg where she married Bill 
Dedman. Bill served with the Canadian Army in 
England and Italy during World War Two. Upon 
returning to Canada he worked for the Post Office in 
Vancouver to where Jean had moved. Later they 
bought a small farm a few miles west of Fort Langley. 
Bill continued to work for the Post Office till illness 
forced him to take an early retirement. In November, 
1974 Bill passed away. Aunt Jean now lives in Lang
ley, B.C. 

Anne (nee Persoage) Lowery worked in Win
nipeg. She married James Lowery and moved to 
Vancouver. They have 2 sons, Robert and Brian. 
Robert now lives ih Montreal where he works for the 
C.B.C. His wife, Bonnie and their 2 daughters live at 
White Rock, B.C. Brian and his wife live in White 
Rock. Aunt Anne worked at Woodwards in Van
couver. She retired as manager of a department in 
1980 and now lives in White Rock, B.C. 

Anton Peterson 
Anton (Tony) Peterson was one of the better 

known business men in the Rockwood District. Born 
in Alborg, Denmark in 1880, Mr. Peterson received 
secondary education in England before moving to 
Canada just after the turn of the century. He married 
Dorthea Thorstensen in 1914 and settled in Bird's Hill 
where their four children Katherine, Ella, Clarence, 
and Enid were born. 

In October of 1937, they moved to Rockwood to 
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take up residence on a twenty acre parcel of land in 
the north-east quarter of 20-13-2E, formerly owned 
by the McCauleys. Here they established Peterson's 
Nursery. The nursery was large by Rockwood stand
ards of the time, supplying customers not only from 
the Rockwood and Stonewall areas, but from Win
nipeg and Selkirk as well. Mr. Peterson operated the 
nursery until he retired in the early 1960's, during 
which time the name became synonymous with 
quality flora. 

Me Peterson was a member of the Masons, while 
Mrs. Peterson partici pated in the Order of the Eastern 
Star and Rockwood Ladies Aid. After Mr. Peterson 
passed away in 1970, the land and house was sold to 
Jim and Laurel King. It was later resold to Harry and 
Sheila Kowalchuk, the present owners. Mrs. Peter
son presently lives in Winnipeg. Their only son Clar
ence "Joe" and his son Gerald remain in the district 
where Clarence farms. 

Sid and Bertha Preston 
submitted by Jean Rootsaert (nee Slater) 

John Sidney Preston was born May 19, 1870, the 
son of John and Rebecca Preston (nee Manning) at 
Selwyn, Ontario. 

Sid had three brothers and one sister, but was the 
only one to come out west. At the age of 18 he left 
Ontario and came to the Balmoral district. 

On June 5,1877, Bertha McClure was born, the 
daughter of John H. McClure and Margaret McClure 
(nee Scott). (See McClure writeup for further infor
mation). The McClure family were early settlers of 
the Balmoral area, having arrived there from Ontario 
in 1882. Bertha was just a small child at the time. Her 
father farmed, and owned and operated the Balmoral 
Brick Yard (located on Fred Fabris' farm), and a 
lumber yard which supplied the needs of the district. 
The McClure children all received their schooling at 
Balmoral. 

Wedding bells rang for Sid and Bertha on June 
12, 1901. Their marriage licence and certificate, now 
over 80 years old, are still in the family. They farmed 
for awhile on the S.E. V4 31-14-2E, south-east of 
Balmoral, then moved a mile north of this to farm the 
N.E. \14 of the same section (presently owned by 
George and Catherine Thexton). Four children were 
born to them being; Elmer Bruce, August 14, 1902; 
Vera Margaret, August 7, 1904; Hazel Reba, Febru
ary 16, 1908, and Aldus John, February 21, 1916. 
They were all born on the farm and received their 
schooling in Balmoral. 

At one time Sid was a trustee on the Balmoral 
School Board. Also he and Bertha were keen sports 
fans especially when the boys were involved in 
hockey and baseball. As well Sid was an enthusiastic 



card player as is told by all who knew him. He 
especially loved playing cards with his grandchildren 
who soon learned from him. 

In Balmoral Bertha was a member of the 
Women's Institute (W.I.) and the Ladies Aid of the 
United Church. She was a very gentle person and a 
wonderful grandmother. 

When Aldus married in 1943, Sid and Bertha 
retired from the farm and moved into Balmoral, 
living in the family home built by Bertha's father. 
Their 50th wedding anniversary was celebrated on 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid Preston on their 50th Anniversary with daugh
ters (L to R) Vera and Hazel standing behind and granddaugh
ter Adair Preston (now Mcivor) in front. Taken in Balmoral, 
1951, 

June 12, 1951. A few years later Sid passed away on 
March 27, 1955 followed by his wife Bertha on 
February 16, 1962. They are both buried at North 
Victoria Cemetery just southeast of Balmoral. 

Following is an account of the activities and 
whereabouts of their children. See a separate article 
on Aldus and his wife Millie (nee Willis) who farmed 
near Balmoral and later owned and operated Central 
Sales & Service in Balmoral. 

Elmer, the oldest in the family, farmed with his 
father for several years. In the wintertime he would 
drive the hearse for Sid and George Holloway, the 
local undertakers, His team of black horses were 
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used as the roads were too thick with snow for a 
motor vehicle to travel. For the same reason he also 
used his team to drive the United Church minister to 
Argyle for Sunday services. During the Thirties 
Elmer went to British Columbia where he secured 
employment with a pulp and paper mill at Youbou on 
Vancouver Island. He continued working there until 
his sudden death in June of 1958. Elmer is buried at 
Victoria Cemetery near Balmoral. 

Vera, raised and educated at Balmoral, moved to 
Ontario as an adult and married Emery Smith of 
Cavan, Ontario, on June 27, 1934. They had two 
sons, Barry and Murray, On February 27, 1980, 
Emery passed away, Vera is presently residing at 
Lakefield near Peterborough, Ontario. 

Hazel remained in the Balmoral and Stonewall 
areas and for some time ran the Snack Shop in Bal
moral. Around 1958 she moved to Stonewall where 
she worked for many years in the Stonewall Phar
macy owned by Don Appleyard. Hazel devoted a 
great deal of her time and energy to caring for her 
parents in their later years, as well as other older 
folks. She was also very involved in her church and 
hospital work, On April 27 , 1980 Hazel passed away 
and she is buried at Victoria Cemetery near Bal
moral. 

Aldus and Millie Preston 
submitted by Niece Jean Rootsaert (nee Slater) 

On February 21, 1916, Aldus John Preston was 
born on the family farm (N.E. V4 31-14-2E) at Bal
moral, the youngest child of Sidney and Bertha Pres
ton (nee McClure). Other children in the family were 
Elmer, Vera and Hazel. Aldus, like the other chil
dren, was raised and educated at Balmoral. 

He was a keen hockey and baseball player, being 
the pitcher for his home team. At school Aldus 
earned the nickname' Softie" because he was so easy 
going and never eager to take part in a fight. Hunting 
was also a great hobby. Playing cards was a favourite 
pastime for Aldus and he was known in the district 
for his skill with them. Millie picked up her ability 
with cards from him. After Aldus finished school he 
farmed with his father, spent a winter in the mines at 
Geraldton, Ontario (to compensate for his fuel costs 
in running the farm), and also a winter at Swift's in 
Winnipeg. 

His school day's sweetheart, Emily Mildred 
Willis, was born May 23, 1916, on her parents' farm 
(SY2 26-14-lE), southwest of Balmoral. She was 
eighth in a family of two boys and then seven girls 
born to Jack (John) and Margery Willis (nee Good), 
Millie was also raised and educated at Balmoral. 
Upon completion of high school she attended Do
minion Business College in Winnipeg and was em-



ployed by the law firm of Coulter and Procter (Gamet 
Coulter was Alderman and later Mayor of the city of 
Winnipeg for many years), from 1939 to the time of 
her marriage. 

Aldus and Millie were married on December 4, 
1943, at St. John's Anglican Church, Brant, less than 
one mile west of her parents' farm. At this time Aldus 
took over his father's farm, with his parents retiring 
to Balmoral. Their son Blair was born on April 10, 
1945, but sadness followed a year later when he died 
of pneumonia only seven days after his first birthday. 
On May 29, 1947, their daughter Adair was born. 

After six disappointing years on the farm they 
sold it in 1949 to George and Catherine Thexton and 
moved into Balmoral. At this time Aldus and Ronnie 
Jeffrey went into partnership in the garage business 
and operated Central Sales and Service (now owned 
by Walter Peters). 

As a young girl Millie had played the organ at St. 
John's Church, Brant, for many years, and while 
living in Balmoral played the piano for the Union 
Sunday School and also for St. Peter's Anglican 
Church. She was involved with the Women's In
stitute (W.I), Women's Auxiliary (W. A.), Balmoral 
Hospital Guild, and the Balmoral Bridge Club. 

An exciting day for Aldus and Millie was on 
October 12, 1954, when they adopted their baby son 
Bruce (who was born June 27, 1954). On Sunday, 

Aldus and Millie Preston with Adair and Bruce on the day of 
Bruce's christening, June 26, 1955. 

June 26, 1955, at St. Peter's Anglican Church in 
Balmoral, a baptismal font was dedicated in memory 
of John Blair Preston, followed by the christening of 
their new son who received the names, Bruce Willis. 
Rev. D. D. Stewart officiated at this memorable ser
vice. 
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At the age of forty-one and after a courageous 
battle with cancer, Aldus passed away on February 
12, 1958. He was buried at the North Victoria Ceme
tery. 

In the summer of 1959 Millie and her two chil
dren moved to Stonewall where she was employed 
with lawyer, Bill Edwards. When he left Stonewall in 
1961 she then secured employment with the Canadian 
Penitentiary Services working first at Stony Moun
tain Penitentiary (in the accounting office), and later 
at Osborne Centre, Winnipeg, (as financial admin
istrator). She retired May 22, 1981. On her retirement 
Millie was honoured for the three firsts she had 
achieved. She was the first female employee ever to 
work at Stony Mountain Penitentiary when she 
started in 1961. In February of 1974 she established 
another first when she transferred to Os borne Centre, 
being the first female employee at that Centre, and 
she established yet another first when she retired, 
being the first woman to retire from the Correction 
Service of Canada (CSC) upon reaching the age of 65 
in the Manitoba area. The Osborne Centre staff pre
sented her with a plaque which described her as 
Osborne Centre's "First Lady'. 

In Stonewall Millie is a keen card player belong
ing to two bridge clubs; enjoys bowling in a seniors 
group; is a member of the Church of the Ascension; 
helps with the Anglican Church Women (A.C.W.); 
and is presently on the Church vestry. Since retire
ment she has also taken up golf which she enjoys. 

Aldus' and Millie's daughter Adair, married Bob 
McIvor of Stony Mountain and they live in Kenora, 
Ontario, with their children, Christine, Jason and 
Ryan. Bob is an Air Traffic Controller. Their son 
Bruce married Valerie McMahon of Stonewall and 
they are presently residing in Uranium City, Sas
katchewan, with their two children Dione and Reid. 
Bruce is a Radio Operator. 

William C. Poulter 
by Austin Peach 

William C. Poulter came to the SE Y4 of 4-15-2E 
with his father some time prior to 1915. Mr. Poulter 
Sr. was a blacksmith. Bill was mechanically minded 
and enjoyed working on his machinery, especially 
his tractors. He used an International Mogul to break 
up a good portion of his farm and to operate his 
threshing machine. He also had an Avery and a cross 
motor Case, but the "Workhorse", his favourite for 
doing field work (after disposing of his horses), was a 
Fordson. 

In the early 1920's Mr. Poulter married Miss 
Sarah Williams. They enjoyed a happy life until she 
passed away late in 1939. 

He sold his farm in the late 1940's to a neighbour, 



Jack Verbrugge, and moved to Balmoral where he 
lived until his death in 1955. 

Bill Poulter was a quiet, modest man, a good 
neighbour and friend. 

The James Pulfer Family 
by I. Darcus 

Mr. and Mrs James Pulfer (sitting), 1890. 

James Pulfer whose parents had come from En
gland, was born in Peel County, Ontario. He married 
Bertha Coe whose parents came from the British 
Isles. She was born in Dufferin County, Ontario. 
Four children were born to them while they lived and 
farmed in Ontario. Later they moved to Rosser Mu
nicipality to the area known as Little Mountain. 

About 1900 they bought land near Balmoral on 
section 30-14-2E where the Church family now live. 
Their first building which was later to become a bam 
was their home until the house could be built. 

In the meantime land had to be cleared of the 
poplar and scrub oak before breaking for the next 
year's crop. There were few fences, so cattle and 
horses roamed at will through crops and gardens. 
This was a great loss to the settlers since they were 
dependent on their grain and gardens. Fresh vege
tables were not easily obtained at the store in those 
days. 

Seven more children were born in Rockwood. 
One son died in infancy. The children walked to 
Centre school a distance of three miles until Bal-

327 

moral Consolidated school was built about 1914. 
Riding in the van to school was a vast improvement, 
especially in the cold weather. 

Jim (as he was known) was a councillor for ward 
three of Rockwood for two terms 1917-1921. He also 
served for many years on the school board as a 
trustee. He was also a member of the Grain Growers 
and United Farmers Organizations. 

Mrs. Pulfer joined the local Women's Insititute 
and was a member during the years it was affiliated 
with the Provincial Institute. Later it became more of 
a local women '8 group. Meetings were held in the 
members' homes. 

She was also a member of the Presbyterian Vic
toria Church which later became Victoria United 
Church. The family attended Victoria church during 
the years it was open. 

The family members are: 
Etta who married William Gould of Mortlach, 

Saskatchewan. They lived and farmed in Saskatche
wan, and Alberta until retirement. They are both 
deceased. 

Lewis who worked in the Stonewall telephone 
exchange and also the Stonewall Bank until he joined 
the Army during the first World war. He later married 
Vera Gauchi and lived in Saskatchewan, Manitoba 
and later retired to Victoria, B. C. They are presently 
living in Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Pulfer (seated) and family, left to right: 
Fred, Isobel, Ada (Mayme), Etta, Ivy, Lou, Evelyn, Albert 
(Bert). Charlie and Jack are missing from the picture. About 
1940. 

Charles who joined the American Air Force dur
ing World War I. Later he married Nora James of 
Grosse Isle. They farmed on section 13-14-2E for a 
number of years and later moved to Tyndall and then 
to Winnipeg where he was employed by Great-West 
Life until his retirement. He died in 1979. 

John (Jack) who served in World War I, later went 



into partnership with Howard Scott at Petersfield. He 
married Luella Mercer of Balmoral. They lived for a 
time at Balmoral and Winnipeg and later Stonewall 
where they presently reside. 

Fred married Rhoda Clifford of Balmoral. They 
lived and farmed near Balmoral until retirement in 
Balmoral. Fred also worked for a number of years for 
the R. M. of Rockwood on a road grader. 

Albert (Bert) worked in Saskatchewan, Alberta 
and Ontario before returning to take over the family 
farm until he retired. He is presently living at Stony 
Mountain. 

Ada M. (Mayme) married Russell Walton of 
Stonewall. They lived in Stonewall, Winnipeg and 
then moved to B.C. He died some years ago. She is 
living in Port Alberni, B.C. 

Evelyn married George Grahame of Teulon. 
They are retired and spend their winters in California 
and summers in Teulon. 

Ivy married John Harcus of Stonewall. They 
farmed on 11-13-lE until retiring when their sons 
took over the farm. 

Isobel married Elbome Walker of Stony Moun
tain where they are presently living. 

James and Bertha Pulfer retired from farming 
about 1942. They moved to Stonewall, where he died 
in 1943 at the age of 82. She returned to the farm for a 
number of years and later lived in Stonewall until her 
death in 1958 at the age of 91 years. 

The Quails 
submitted by J. Horn, Stony Mountain 

Arthur and Gertrude Quail and son Arthur left 
Nottingham, England and arrived in New York in 
1906. From there they proceeded to Rockwood and 
homesteaded on John Robinson's farm, NW quarter 
of section 22-13-2 east. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Quail (Sr.) taken in Victoria, B.C. after they left 
the farm in Stony Mountain, this farm is now owned by Mr. 
Magas. 
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Their second son Edward, was born in 1907. 
In 1912 they moved to Stony Mountain and set

tled on the South half of section 12-13-2east. This 
was known as the Quail farm. Mr. Quail was a dairy 
farmer and shipped milk to Winnipeg daily, by way 
of the street car, an excellent service! 

During the summer months he employed local 
young people to help on the farm and in the house. 

Mrs. Quail took an active part in the community 
and was a United church Sunday School teacher for 
17 years, and superintendent of the Sunday School 
for 13 years. During this period of time, Mrs. Quail 
was present every Sunday_ She was always ready to 
help at dinners, picnics and teas. In 1936 Mr. and 
Mrs. Quail and Art moved to Victoria, B.C., where 
they operated a small grocery store. went to 
Ontario. 

Mrs. Quail passed away on August 28, 1968. 
Mr. Quail passed away on April 16, 1977 at age 93 

years. 

The Quickfall Family 1873-1982 
submitted by Mrs. M. Minaker 

Francis Quickfall. 

In 1873, seven families came to Greenwood 
township (this included Gunton and Greenridge area) 
from Linn County, Missouri. These families were 
Philip Hills, Jack and Frank Proudloves, and Francis 
and Mary Quickfall with their four sons and five 
daughters. They had moved, just five years pre
viously, from Listowel, Ontario to Missouri after the 
American Civil War ended, attracted there by offers 
of free land holdings. This land, however, proved 
disappointing so they stayed only the time required to 
get title and then sold it. 

These pioneer families packed their belongings 
into three covered wagons, and with oxen, seven 
horses and thirty head of cattle, began the long trek 
northward. The journey was long and slow, one day 
each week was taken to rest the livestock, do their 



washing, and bake bread. Upon arrival, they had to 
start cutting hay with scythes and hand-raking it; also 
making shelters for man and beast because of the 
fast-approaching winter. Fortunately, the neighbors 
all worked together to help one another and these 
tasks got done in time. 

Ethel and James Leitch. 

All nine Quickfall children married and six made 
their homes in the area. The five daughters Barba
ra Ann became Mrs. W. W. Martin; Janie, Mrs. 
Robert F. Campbell; Hannah, Mrs. Jas. Leitch; Sus
an, Mrs. George Clifford; and Elizabeth, Mrs. W. 
Wallace. The latter couple moved to Glenboro to 
homestead there. 

Of the four sons, Harvey and Ned moved away, 
but William and Martin stayed in the district. 
William married Agnes Brooks and they had two 
daughters, Alice and Ethel. Alice married Jack Han
cock and they had 6 children. Ethel married Jas. R. 
Leitch and they had two sons, Bill and Leslie, and a 
daughter, Connie. All three presently live in Win
nipeg. Bill married Inez Fines from Gunton, daugh
ter of pioneer family Archie and Marie (HeaIe) 
Fines. 

Maggie and George Cosens, 1949. 
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Martin Quickfall, and his first wife Bella Over
street, had three children - a son, Arthur, married 
Jessie Mackie; daughter Bertha became Mrs. Bill 
Barr of Stockton, and daughter Lizzie, Mrs. Fred 
Blaine of Stockton, Manitoba. She was widowed in 
later years and came back home to marry Eddie 
Campbell whose wife Norah had died. After only 
eight years of marriage, Bella Quickfall died. 

Martin and a widow lady with two children were 
then married. She was Mrs. Mary Elizabeth 
(Williams) Storey, mother of Bella, Mrs. William 
Heale; and Bill Storey, barber in Teulon for many 
years. The Heales' had two daughters, Ruth, Mrs. 
Bruce Aspden of Burlington, Ontario and Mabel, 
Mrs. Jas. Dales of Winnipeg. Bill Storey married 
Alice McNeilly from north of Teulon. She died when 
their daughter Alice was born. He later married Olga 
Jonason and they raised a daughter, Maisie. 

Martin Quickfall and wife Mary E. raised eight 
children; Robert A., Jennie, Josie, James, Maggie, 
Frank, Minnie and Eva. Of these, three moved away 

Jim to Peace River, Alberta; Maggie to Winnipeg 
and Eva to U. S. A., but she returned after being 
widowed, to marry Sam Leitch of Stony Mountain 
who had lost his wife, the late Eleanor French. Jennie 
Quickfall died at age 22. Minnie married Frank 
Hodge and they farmed in Pleasant Home district 
east of Teulon until his death. Their son Ned Hodge, 
his wife Julie and children still live on the family 
farm. Another son, Dr. Andy Hodge is veterinarian at 
Hamiota, while daughter Charlotte (Hodge) Warren 
is widowed, teaching in Winnipeg. 

Josie Quickfall married James Heale who was a 
grain buyer in several country elevators in the west 
before returning to live in Stonewall. She is now 92 
years young, living with widowed daughter Sylvia 
Lavallee of Transcona. Her keen memory provided 
many details for this story. Her second daughter, 
Coral and husband Robert Essery live in Stonewall. 
They have six children; Robert Jr., Art, Bonnie (Mrs. 
Jack Black), Alma (Mrs. E. Neufeld), Patricia (Mrs. 
E. Wynn) and Lynn (Mrs. Glen Massey). Art Heale 
and his wife Vera and children live in Richmond, 
B.C. 

Frank Quickfalllived in the Gunton area until he 
died in 1968. 

Robert Quickfall served overseas in World War I 
with the 44th Battalion and was wounded in the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge. After the war he returned 
home to farm at Greenwood on NE-1O-15-2E until he 
and his wife, Maude, an English war bride, retired to 
Stonewall in 1962. They raised one daughter, Mar
guerite Minaker of Rosser. 

Like his parents and grandparents, Bob took a 
great interest in his home district, always promoting 



Robert and Maude Quickfall. 

worthwhile things in life. He was active in Gunton 
United Church; helped to organize Greenwood 
Church and Sunday School; was Councillor and later 
Reeve of the Rural Municipality of Rockwood; was 
Secretary-Treasurer of Greenwood S.D. #48; a 
founding member of Greenwood Fat Stock Show and 
Sale; life member of B .E.S.L. #52, Stonewall 
Branch; worked for Civil Defense Organization, and 
finally, with several others, as President of Rock
wood-Woodlands Historical Society, achieved his 
dream - the first history of the R.M. of Rockwood 
- Rockwood Echoes. He later compiled and had 
published a collection of stories of the municipality 
- Re-Echoes from Rockwood. 

Hence, the coming of those seven families, along 
with many shortly after, and a few before, could be 
likened to the hub of a giant wheel whose spokes 
have spread far and wide. True pioneers whose off
spring have continued to build this great Interlake 
district. 

The Peter Rempel Family 
submitted by Grace Muldrew and Mary Rempel 

The Peter Rempel family came to Stonewall in 
1926, after having lived in Good Hope area and 
Rockwood area for two years after emigrating from 
Russia. For the first few years Peter Rempel Sr. was 
employed in the Stonewall quarry but the Depression 
took its toll and he became self-employed. During 
this period, without benefit of English classes or any 
formal assistance, he taught himself to communicate 
in an excellent manner both verbally and in writing 

a formidable task! He completed an accounting 
course by correspondence in the hope of resuming 
his former profession. From 1940 until his death at 
age 75 in 1961, he was employed in this field, in 
Northern Ontario and later in Winnipeg. 

Mary Rempel Sr., although plagued by ill health, 
remained the guiding force in our family. Her 
strength, sense of humour, and ability to cope with 
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adversity are qualities her family will always admire 
and cherish. She passed away in 1952. 

The four older children, Theodore (Ted), Peter, 
Mary and Helmut (Moody) emigrated to Canada 
with their parents. Grace was born in 1928 in Mrs. 
Howsam's Nursing Home in Stonewall. All the fam
ily attended Stonewall schools. Following the out
break of World War II, the family moved to 
Winnipeg, and Peter, Ted and Moody joined the 
Canadian Armed Forces. 

Peter served in the Canadian Army in Niagara
on-the-Lake and in Newfoundland. In 1946 he took 
up residence in St. Catharines, Ontario and was for 
many years employed by the St. Lawrence Seaway. 
He retired in 1980 and was accidentally killed in a 
car-pedestrian accident in October, 1981. 

Theodore (Ted) was an active community mem
ber and an excellent athlete. Following his war years 
in the R.C.A.F. which took him to England and 
Africa he took up residence in Prince Rupert, B.C. 
III health forced an early retirement and he now 
resides in Qualicum, B.C. with his wife Irene, and 
two sons, Brian and Scott. 

Helmut (Moody) served in the R.C.A.F., receiv
ing his commission and serving several tours of duty 
overseas. Following discharge he was employed in 
Marathon, Ontario and Prince Rupert, B.C. He re
tired officially in 1981 but is currently employed as a 
consultant, setting up a pulp and paper operation in 
Czechoslovakia. His sons, Eric, Jim, Bruce and 
Shawn reside in Prince Rupert and his daughter Deb
by with her husband and two daughters reside near 
Calgary. 

Mary obtained her R.N. from Brandon General 
Hospital and her B.N. from the University of Man
itoba. She nursed for many years at Deer Lodge 
Hospital and for ten years prior to retirement in 1978 
she taught nursing at Red River Community College. 
Currently, she is enjoying a busy retirement. 

Grace completed her high school and university 
in Winnipeg and is employed with the Provincial 
Government. She married Milton Muldrew of Win
nipeg in 1955 and they have four children: Ruth, 
Sheila, Ross and Sharon. 

The Riley Family 
submitted by Mona Riley 

Isaac was the first of four Riley brothers to come 
to the Rockwood area from their home in Milverton. 
Ontario. Joseph, Jacob, Ephriam and a sister 
Josephine came later. 

Isaac was born in Ontario and came west by 
steamship through Minneapolis, and arrived in Win
nipeg in 1876 at the age of 23. He married Miss Poore 
of Ridgetown, Ontario, in 1882. They had two sons 



and two daughters: Bill who served in World War II 
and was married to Aida Williams; Jack who was 
married; Grace who married George Merry of Rock
wood; and Mary who's husband was Reverend 
Arthur Brackin who was at one time a minister at 
Stonewall. Isaac was a resident of the Stonewall 
district for 50 years and a member of the Manitoba 
Legislature for 20 years. He and a Mr. Laing built 
and were the owners of The Canadian Pacific Hotel in 
Stonewall. Isaac was also in the lumber business and 
farmed extensively in the district. 

Joseph Riley came to Rockwood in 1882 and 
taught a school class of 100 pupils for two years. 

Jacob and Ephriam Riley came to the Rockwood 
area around 1890 and purchased the NW Y48-14-2E 
from the The Hudson Bay Company. Ephriam later 
sold out to Jacob and moved to the NE Y4 32-13-2E. 
Ephriam married Cecilia Lillian Lillies and had one 
son, George Melville. Melville, as he was called, 
remained on the farm until his death in 1980. 

Josephine married Lansult Dawson of the Rock
wood area. 

Jacob married Flora Gillespie and had two sons 
and four daughters, Albert, Laura, Wilfred, Cath
erine, Josephine and Lavina. 

Albert married Eva Guest and had one son, Or
ville. They moved to British Columbia several years 
after they were married. 

Laura married Fred Groome of Stonewall and had 
two daughters: Marie, who married Ralph Smith of 
Winnipeg, has three children and lives in Ottawa, 
Ontario; and Ada, who married Wilfred (Bud) 
Mulligan of Stonewall, has four children and lives in 
Coquitlam, British Columbia. 

Catherine and Josephine left Stonewall and lived 
in Winnipeg for many years. 

Lavina married Lyman Baird of Culross, Man
itoba, and has five children. She is now living in 
Forestburg, Alberta,and is the only survivor of the 
Jacob Riley family. 

Charles'Riley, a nephew of Isaac Riley, later came 
to Stonewall. His wife's name was Edith (nee Riley), 
and they had four children: Marguerite (Mrs. Charles 
Lacey) now living in California; twins Lorraine 
(Mrs. John Anderson) living in P~tersfield, Man
itoba, and Hepworth who married Mabel Lillies of 
Stonewall; and Evelyn who is married and living in 
Nova Scotia. 

The Wilfred Riley Family 
Submitted by Mona Riley 

Wilfred married Viola Palas, formerly of Stone
wall, and took over the family farm when his father 
retired to Stonewall. They had two sons and three 
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daughters, Howard, Marquita, Lewis, Lynne and 
Yvonne. 

Howard married Mona Webb of Stonewall and 
had a daughter, Regina, is living in Winnipeg, and a 
son, Neil, who is farming with his father 1 Y2 miles 
north of Stonewall. 

Marquita married Duncan (Bud) McIvor of Sel
kirk, Manitoba, and has four children. 

Lewis married Donna Smaldon of Gunton, Man
itoba, and has one daughter, Renee, and three sons, 
Kevin, David and Derek, all attending school. Lewis 
took over the home farm after his father died and his 
mother retired to Stonewall. 

Lynne married Gilbert Dupont of Inwood, Man
itoba, and has two daughters, Michelle and Crystal. 
They are residing in Stonewall. 

Yvonne married Bryan Good who farms six 
miles north-east of Stonewall. 

Ritchie, Alexander and Elizabeth 
Submitted by Dorothy Palmer 

Elizabeth and Alexander Ritchie. 

Alexander Ritchie was born in Mintlaw, Aber
deenshire, Scotland on September 25, 1879. He 
came to Canada to work in 1903 and returned to 
Scotland in 1908. There he married Elizabeth Penny 
(born May 5, 1877 in Longside, Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland) on March 6, 1908. Soon after they embar
ked for Canada. 

After a long journey they arrived in Winnipeg on 
a cold, snowy day in April. They set out walking 
from the CPR Station to a friend's house on Alex
ander Avenue. After travelling a distance they came 
to a stalled train blocking their path. Rather than walk 
to the end of the train and remain in the bitter cold any 
longer, Alex climbed over the coupling while Eliz
abeth quickly crawled under a car. Many a time they 
related the story of their daring. Elizabeth always 



concluded the story by saying, "Ach! We were lucky 
we were na' deed!" 

They lived in Norwood for over fifteen years. 
Alex teamed in Winnipeg hauling ice, wood, and 
coal. 

Ritchie Family. Back Row, L to R: John, Alex. Front: Jim, Mrs. 
Ritchie, Mr. Ritchie, Bert. 

They had four sons. Alexander was born January 
10, 1909, William John on February 24, 1911, Robert 
Johnstone on April 21, 1912, and the youngest, James 
Edward on December 30, 1915. 

In the spring of 1925 they moved to the farm at SE 
32-14-1E, north of Argyle, and then in 1927 they 
purchased S Y2 -15-14-1E, east of Argyle. At that time 
there were 160 acres of land broken; the remaining 
portion was later cleared. Trees were chopped down 
with an axe, the wood being saved for firewood. 
After with the use of four horses and a breaking plow, 
they worked the ground. The purchase of a John 
Deere "D" later made the task of plowing and pull
ing roots much easier. 

Alex and Elizabeth remained on the farm until 
1945 when they moved to Stonewall. They enjoyed 
retirement and the visits of their fours sons and fam
ilies who remained in the area. In 1958 they cele
brated their fiftieth wedding anniversary with many 
friends and relatives coming to their home to wish 
them well. 

Alexander passed away September 9, 1961 in 
Stonewall. Elizabeth remained in the house until she 
moved to Bethania Home, St. Andrews due to ill 
health. She died on April 24, 1965. 

Though Grandpa and Grandma Ritchie were in 
Canada over fifty years they never lost touch with 
their homeland. In 1927 Grandma and son Jim re
turned to Scotland to visit her father, Mr. William 
Penny. Grandpa and Grandma spoke with a thick 
Scottish brogue (which was often a challenge to those 
unfamiliar with the language). It served as a constant 
reminder of their past to all who knew them. 
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Ritchie, Alexander 
Sw 20-14-1E 

Alexander Ritchie, eldest son of Alexander and 
Elizabeth Ritchie, married Grace Will, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Will of Stonewall, in October, 
1938. They bought SW 20-14-1E, north of Argyle, 
from Henry Simpson. 

Two sons were born. 
The community was saddened by Grace's un

timely death on June 20, 1961. 
Barry married Ann Mollison of Argyle on March 

20, 1965. They now reside in Beausejour. 
Douglas married Helen Jackson of Transcona on 

March 25, 1967. They reside in Calgary and have 
three daughters, Cathy, Deanne, and Candace. 

Alex married Sylvia Hartle of Stonewall in Au
gust, 1962. Alex retired from farming and they 
moved to Stonewall in 1972. Alex passed away May 
25, 1977. 

Ritchie, William John 
SW 22-14-1E 

William John, second son of Alexander and Eliz
abeth Ritchie, married Marguerite Jean Watson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Watson of Poplar 
Point on August 1, 1934. 

They purchased SW Y4 north of Ar-
gyle, from Bill Burton. Three children were born
William John, Dorothy Jean, and George Watson. As 
the family grew, a larger home became necessary. In 
October 1949 they purchased W Y2 22-14-lE from 
Mr. H. Kettleborough. The move to the new farm 
also provided additional acreage. 

John sold his farm to his sons and retired from 
farming in 1978, but continued to live on the farm 
and lend a hand when needed. Occasionally, John 
worked for Leo's Sales and Service in Argyle deliver
ing machinery. 

John and Jean have been keenly interested and 
involved in community organizations. John was a 
school board member for several years and also 
served on Stonewall Hospital Board. They are mem
bers of the Argyle United Church. Both have been 
members of the curling club and still keep close 
watch of the activities at the new rink. Jean took part 
in the Provincial Senior Ladies' Curling Play downs 
two years at Winnipeg and Flin Flon respectively. 

John and Jean have kept active in their retire
ment. They enjoy travelling, like working around the 
yard, and like nothing better than a good game of 
cards with their grandchildren. 

In 1979 they celebrated their forty-fifth wedding 
anniversary at a family party held at the Argyle Hall. 

Bill, married Lois Kennedy ofTeulon on October 
25, 1958. They lived and worked in Winnipeg until 



1960 and then moved to Stonewall. In 1964 they 
moved to Argyle purchasing a farm from George and 
Bertha Miller who presently live in Stonewall. This 
was NE 21-14-lE. Bill later purchased NE 22-14-lE 
from his dad. Bill now enjoys mixed farming and 
takes an interest in mechanical work. 

They have one son, Randy, and a daughter Heath
er. Randy was married to Carol Nolin of Stonewall on 
August 23, 1980. They have a son, Jason. 

Dorothy married Gerry Palmer of Grosse Isle on 
April 16, 1960. In 1961 Gerry and Dorothy purchased 
EY2 4-13-1E from Mrs. V. Madill. This land was 
bought by Mr. John Sharpe, Sr. in 1898. He with his 
family moved to Eriksdale in 1909, but John Jr. 
returned in 1911 to marry Ida Madill. The Rogers Fur 
Company of Winnipeg purchased the land from Mr. 
Sharpe. They rented it to Hugh Appleyard, Moore 
Brothers, S. 1. Walker, and finally Mr. V. Madill from 
1924 to 1941, at which time he purchased it. When 
the Palmers acquired the property, there was just a 
well on the old building site. Some of the stone 
foundations of the log buildings can still be seen. 
Today the farm involves both grain and hog produc
tion. 

Gerry and Dorothy have four children, Sherrie 
Lynn, Kendall, Leanne, and Grant. They take an 
active interest in the community. Gerry was chair
man of the South Interlake Development Corporation 
and in 1980 Gerry was chairman of Rockwood Cen
tennial Committee. 

George married Sheila Trann of Argyle on Sep
tember 3, 1966. They live in Viking, Alberta with 
their three children, Trevor, Todd, and Tannis. 

Ritchie, Robert Johnstone 
SE lS-14-lE 

Robert Ritchie, third son of Alexander and Eliz
abeth Ritchie, married Ivy Carter, daughter of 
Edward Carter of Silver, Manitoba, on July 1, 1942. 
They purchased the home farm (SE 15-14-1E) from 
Bert's father and there engaged in mixed farming. 
They had five children. Bert and Ivy remained on the 
farm until they retired to Stonewll in 1974. 

Bert and Ivy have enjoyed their retirement. They 
enjoy gardening, travelling, and having their grand
children about them. 

Ivy has always loved to bake. In 1970 she won the 
Silver Tray for baking at the Rockwood Agricultural 
Fair. They are active members of the Odd Fellows and 
Rebeccas. This year they will celebrate their fortieth 
wedding anniversary. 

Their children are: 
Robert married Lorraine Kotowich of Blackdale 

on October 11, 1969. They reside in North Kildonan 
and have two daughters, Cheryl and Darla. 
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John died in infancy. 
Judith married Frank Naaykens of Stonewall on 

August 31, 1974. They reside in Neepawa and have a 
daughter, Jill. 

Lloyd, married Sharon Ford of Maple Creek, 
Sask. on Nov. 16, 1979. 

Colleen, Lloyds's twin sister, married Alan 
Oughton of Stonewall. They reside one mile north of 
Stonewall and have a daughter, Torie. 

Ritchie, James Edward 
SW 27-14-1E 

James Ritchie, the youngest son of Alexander and 
Elizabeth Ritchie, married Helen Ilnicki, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Ilnicki of Argyle, on Septem
ber 28, 1940. They purchased their farm (SW 
27-14-1E), north-east of Argyle, from Jas. Smith. 

They have two daughters. Paulette married Tom 
Francis of Leoville, Saskatchewan on Dec. 28, 1963. 
They now reside in Calgary with their three daugh
ters, Connie, Charlene, and Kelly. 

Karen who married Jim Crawford from England 
on Sept. 4, 1971 resides in Sherwood Park, Alberta. 
They have two children, Andrea and Graham. 

Jim retired in 1979 but they still reside on the 
farm. They have lived on the farm since April, 1942. 

Helen and Jim enjoy their visits to Alberta to see 
their daughters and their families. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Paul Robertson 
submitted by Mrs. Eva Robertson, Calgary, 
Alta. 

James Paul Robertson was born in July, 1869 in 
Glasgow, Scotland. When their parents died, an 
older sister brought James, aged 7, to Canada where 
he lived with a family named Wilson at Shawville, 
Quebec. He started working in a lumber camp at age 
14. 

Janet Georgina Steven was born in Dundee 
Quebec of Scottish parents. She taught school in 
Hudson Heights, Quebec where she met and married 
James Robertson in May 1900. Two sons were born at 
Hudson Heights. They moved to Highland, (later 
named Blackdale) Manitoba in 1905. They farmed 
there until 1912 when James was appointed farm 
instructor at the Manitoba Penitentiary farm, where 
he stayed for ten years before moving to a small farm 
on the outskirts of the village. 

A few years later the Robertsons moved to the 
village where they were living when Mrs. Robertson 
died in 1949. They had seven children, 5 boys and 2 
girls. Both were active in the Stony Mountain Pres
byterian (later United) Church and interested in all 
community affairs from the time of their arrival in 
Manitoba. James died in 1956 at the age of 87. 



Mrs. Robertson was organist and Sunday School 
teacher for twenty-five years at Stony Mountain 
United Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Robertson 
submitted by Anne Dawson 

William Gillies Robertson, in 1920, arrived in 
Stony Mountain, Manitoba from Scotland. He re
sided and worked for a time on his uncle's farm, that 
of Andrew Gillies. 

Bill found permanent employment with the 
Federal Penitentiary at Stony Mountain until he re
tired in 1958. 

A few months after his arrival in Canada his bride 
to be, Rose, came from Scotland. So on July 2, 1921 
Bill and rose were united in marriage by the Rev. 1. 
W. Anderson in the Presbyterian Church. 

They lived in rented houses until such time as Bill 
built his own home. Many of his friends namely Mr. 
R. Drysdale Sr., Mr. B. T Dawson Sf., were his right 
hand volunteer workers. 

From that time on Rose and Bill became very 
active in all village activities. Bill was a veteran of the 
first World War serving in the Royal Navy. He was a 
member of the Stony Mountain Legion, the Masonic 
Lodge, the Curling Club, the United Church and 
served a term on the local School Board. 

In the fall of the year, the Ladies' Aid held a 
Church fowl dinner and Bill was their first class 
"Turkey Carver" . 

When the new United church was being built, 
Bill was a full time volunteer worker. By this time he 
had retired from the Penitentiary. 

Rose was active as member of the Ladies' Aid of 
the church and gave willingly of her time at church 
dinners, socials, picnics and quilting bees. She gave 
a helping hand to her neighbors when they were· in 
need. She enjoyed curling with the ladies' group. 

Rose and Bill enjoyed the game of bridge, on a 
regular basis, with a group of friends. 

Rose made the best "Scottish Scones" which her 
friends enjoyed when having a cup of tea in her 
home. 

Rose and Bill raised and educated four daughters 
and one son. 

They celebrated their Golden Wedding anniver
sary in 1971. The family and their children came 
home for that occasion. Bill's three nieces came from 
Scotland to spend this happy time with them. 

Rose passed away in 1976 and Bill in 1978. Their 
entire married life was spent in Stony Mountain. 

Bertha and Gordon Ross 
On November 19, 1906 on the family farm Sec. 

17-14-2E north of Stonewall, Bertha Mae Willis was 
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Bertha and Gordon Ross. 

born to Jack (John Thomas) and Margery Marcella 
Willis. She was the fourth child in a family of two 
boys and two girls. In the following years another 
five daughters were also born to the family. Bertha's 
schooling began at Centre School, a rural one room 
school which was near by. She continued here until 
Grade two when consolidation took place at Bal
moral and then attended there. One year of high 
school was taken in Stonewall while she lived in a 
boarding house there, as the five or so miles from 
home was too far to travel during the week. Her 
education continued in Winnipeg with a year of stud
ies at Normal school during the school year of 
1928-29. 

She taught at numerous schools in Manitoba in
cluding Rondeau (near Inwood), Good Hope (near 
Stonewall), Chatfield and again at Good Hope, then 
Teulon and Stonewall. After Bertha was married, she 
also taught a few years at Sandy Point School in 
Alberta (part of the Medicine Hat School Division). 
With the nearest post office at Burstall, Saskatche
wan, she and Gordon received their mail there. 

Salaries for teachers in those days were around 
$75.00 a month. With World War II on and the 
promise of better wages in the ammunition factories, 
Bertha decided to leave Stonewall at the end of Janu
ary 1942 to travel east to Peterborough, Ontario. 
Here she took a one month course with General 
Electric to become an examiner with the British 
Supply Board. From there she was transferred to 
Sorel Industries in Quebec to examine the 25 
pounder field gun. For several months she worked on 
small parts, then on the assembly line, signing her 
first gun off the line in October 1942. 

A transfer to Providence, R.I. in December saw 
Bertha on loan to the American Navy. While there 
she went to Pawtucket, R.I., to train on the 20 mm 
gun, a small gun used on boats and planes that could 



shoot horizontally as well as vertically. She also had 
the opportunity of firing this gun. 

On Christmas Day, being far from home, Bertha 
and another girl with whom she worked, spent the 
day with the family of an American naval lieutenant. 
Similarly, other girls in the same situation spent 
Christmas Day in other homes in the area. 

January 1943 saw another transfer, this time to 
Danbury, Conn. (which is well known as Hat Town). 
She continued with the same work in the factory 
there. Also manufactured here were surgical scissors 
of which she still has a pair in her possession. While 
in Danbury, Bertha met Gordon Ross also a Cana
dian, (born October 31, 1897 in Montreal) who 
worked as a foreman in the naval section. 

On March 10, 1943 wedding bells rang for them 
and shortly afterward they were moved to Jackson, 
Michigan and worked at Hancock Manufacturing. 
Their first child, Munro, was born in December of 
1943. The following spring Gordon was transferred 
to Waterbury, Conn. to work on building torpedoes 
until the supply was no longer required. 

At the end of the war Gordon and Bertha were 
living in Brantford, Ontario where Gordon was em
ployed as a foreman for Massey-Harris until August 
1945. At this time they decided to move to Manitoba 
where their daughter Audrey was born in Stonewall 
that same year and Craig the following year. They 
also lived for a while at Neepawa, but as the job 
prospects were poor, it was decided in September of 
1947 to make the move to Alberta where Bertha 
secured a teaching position which she held for sev
eral years (at Sandy Point School as was mentioned 
earlier). 

In 1950 they decided to take up permanent resi
dence in Stonewall. On June 9, 1964 Gordon passed 
away and is buried at Stonewall Cemetery. In Gor
don's younger years, he was actively involved in 
hockey. It was decided to present a trophy annually in 
his memory to the team in Stonewall that progressed 
the farthest during the year. Also of interest is the fact 
that Gordon was a veteran of the First World War and 
was wounded in the Battle of Vi my Ridge in France. 

Bertha's elder son Munro married the former Iris 
Shannon of BalmoraL They have four children, 
Blair, Aileen, Corinne and Darren. Munro is em
ployed as a foreman at the Bristol Propellant Plant, 
near Stony Mountain and resides near Stonewall. 
Audrey who is employed as Receptionist-Book
keeper, for the Stonewall Medical Associates is mar
ried to Ken Klimpke, who is employed with the 
Interlake School Division and lives near Stonewall. 
They have three children Kimberly, Andrea and 
Kent. Craig is employed as an electrical construction 
planner with City Power, in Calgary, Alberta and 
lives in the city of Calgary. 
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Harold Ross and Family 
submitted by Harold Ross 

Harold was born 12 miles west of Eriksdale in 
1921 where his grandfather, a Scottish immigrant, 
pioneered the Macross district in the early 1900's. 
Father Alex and Mother Esther failed to survive the 
stones and tough economic times of the mid-twenties 
and moved their family of 2 boys and one girl to 
Portage la Prairie. Eventually the family farm was 
established at Newton Siding, about 13 miles east of 
Portage, where conditions were little improved. 
Harold and future wife Ruth received their schooling 
in Portage and both enlisted in World War II - he in 
the R.C.A.F. and she in the Wrens. (Navy). Follow
ing a tour of services overseas in the R.C.A.F. Harold 
enrolled in the Faculty of Agriculture at the Univer
sity of Manitoba where he obtained his Bachelor's 
Degree in Agriculture with a major in entomology. 
Ruth obtained business training as a legal secretary 
following her tour of service with the Royal Canadian 
Navy. In 1947 after first year University, Ruth and 
Harold were married and in 1949 daughter Kathy 
made her unplanned appearance. The threesome 
lived in the Veteran's Village at the University until 
graduation and the flood of 1950 forced a rapid evac
uation of wife and baby to the Portage homeland and 
Harold to a new - found job at Stonewall as District 
Agricultural Representative. Following two years of 
life in the Town of Stonewall, Ruth and Harold pur
chased a 30 acre farm on the Stonewall outskirts to 
barely beat the arrival of son Douglas. Two children 
followed with an unusual 2 year regularity over the 
next four years - second son Bill and daughter 
Kirsty. In 1959 Harold left his expanded family in 
charge of tiny - built, but capable Ruth, and spent a 
year at the University of Wisconsin where he re
ceived his Master's Degree. His return to the farm the 
following year surprisingly produced number three 
son Ian. 

Presently daughter Kathy is a registered nurse 
ministering to Indians and fisherman and their fam
ilies at Alert Bay, B.C. Douglas has achieved his 
Master's Degree in Natural Resource Management 
and is presently Chief Naturalist for the City of 
Winnipeg in charge of the Living Prairie Museum 
and Winnipeg nature parks. He and his wife Sheila, a 
practising physician, with daughter Allison, reside in 
Winnipeg. 

William (Bill) is a plant science agricultural grad
uate of the University of Manitoba. He, his wife 
Shelley and son Adam live at Glenboro, Manitoba. 
Shelley is also a Rockwood native, the eldest daugh
ter of Dick and Joyce Brindley of Argyle. Bill is 
presently employed as a Manitoba Pool District Agri
cultural Representative. Shelley is part owner of a 
fabric shop in Glenboro. 



Kirsty is also an agricultural graduate of the Uni
versity of Manitoba with a major in animal science. 
She follows in her dad's footsteps as an Agricultural 
Representative - one of the few women in Canada to 
hold such a position. She is located in St. Paul, 
Alberta and has recently purchased a quarter 
section farm where she intends to raise purebred 
sheep and horses. 

Number three son Ian has completed the first 
term in agriculture at the University of Manitoba and 
is still undecided about his future. He would like to 
farm but, like so many young Rockwood people, 
does not have the extensive financial backing neces
sary to this vocation. 

The family has always been interested in horses 
and at one time had 18 horses on the farm. Ruth was a 
4H Horse Club Leader for years and all the kids are 
4H graduates. 

Harold retired from his position as Agricultural 
Representative in Stonewall in February 1977 after 
27 years of service and since that time has acted as an 
agricultural consultant to various companies and or
ganizations. 

He and Ruth presently live on their Stonewall 
farm with periodic escapes to their beautiful farm 
overlooking the Birdtail Valley on the south slopes of 
Riding Mountain National Park. There they enjoy 
skiing, hiking, painting and relaxation and a "back 
to - pioneer days" living in their log cabin. 

Although the Ross kids have dispersed, as most 
families do, they and their parents will always re
member the happy family years spent on the bound
ary of the Rural Municipality of Rockwood. 

Rev. C. Douglas Rupp 
by Lois Peach 

Rev. C. Douglas Rupp passed away on May 18, 
1980, but we are so much richer because he lived 
amongst us. 

Rev. Rupp completed his B.A. at Brandon Col
lege in 1937, studied theology at United College, 
Winnipeg, and was ordained into the ministry of the 
United Church of Canada in 1940. He served con
gregations in KeHoe, Kildonan, Balmoral, Mac
Gregor, Flin Flon, Winnipeg and Portage la Prairie, 
Manitoba. He retired from active ministry in 1974, 
but continued to serve his church and minister to its 
people in many ways. He returned to live among us in 
Balmoral in the former manse which he had shared 
with his parents for several years previously. 

Rev. Douglas Rupp ministered to Balmoral con
gregation 1941-1947, during which time he 
organized choirs of young people whose musical 
talents were developed under his guidance, training, 
and encouragement so that they offered fine concerts 
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in Balmoral and competed several times in the Win
nipeg Musical Festival, where they received high 
honors. This was also true in other churches wher
ever there was need for his great musical talents. 
Some of the young people went on to become accom
plished vocalists and made music a large part of their 
career. 

Besides his great accomplishments with choirs of 
young people, Rev. Rupp was a consultant on the 
joint committee for choosing and preparing hymns 
for the new red Hymn Book for use in Anglican and 
United Churches. 

Rev. Dr. Mac Watts, Dean of Theology, Univer
sity of Winnipeg, reminded us of Rev. Rupp's unas
suming nature, yet of his many contributions to the 
lives of those he knew, and especially the young 
people through his music and friendship. Typical 
were the hymns he chose for his own funeral service: 
"For All The Saints Who From Their Labours Rest" , 
and "Just As I Am". 



The Robert Rutherford Family 
submitted by R. Rutherford 

Balmoral's pioneer Robert Rutherford was born 

Robert Rutherford. 

in Laskie, Ontario on July 14th, 1852. He received 
his early education in the Laskie public school and 
later in the Aurora high school where he also worked 
as clerk in several stores. 

In 1864 his father, mother and family moved to 
Owen Sound, Ontario where work was more plenti
ful and schooling for all the family was better. He 
stayed in Owen Sound until 1880 when his father 
died. 

Robert and the three older girls decided to divide 
up the family. He would take three sisters and try 
their luck in the new west then receiving so much 
attention, and the younger group supervised by the 
eldest sister would move back to their old home in 
Laskie and continue their schooling and training. 

Robert already had some cousins and boyhood 
friends in the Winnipeg area and he wrote to them at 
once telling them of his plans for himself and three 
sisters. He was soon encouraged to come west and, 
with his sisters and several other relatives and friends 
arrived in Winnipeg. Joseph Wells met them and 
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proposed coming to Balmoral, but they all decided to 
stay in Winnipeg for a year and take advantage of the 
opportunity to earn some money so they could get 
through the next winter. 

In a very short time the ladies of the party were all 
at work or in business. Robert decided to accept a 
position on the C.P.R. in the stores department then 
being opened in Regina. He did not stay, however, 
and returned to Winnipeg where he began clerking in 
the Winnipeg Hotel. 

In his spare time he visited his cousins Joe, Alf 
and Walter Wells who had located at Balmoral and 
were operating the first saw mill in that part of the 
country. These men had been in the district for sev
eral years. Joe was Balmoral's first school teacher in 
1876- Alf and Walter were the district's first thresh
ers and saw millers They brought in their first steam 
engine from the States, and in the 1875-76 period 
supplied the district with practically all its lumber cut 
from local timber. Joe built a nice frame store with 
living quarters over it and behind some stables. 

Settlement in the Balmoral district had come 
pretty fast in the 70's and in the few years to 1881 a 
post office, school and two blacksmith shops had 
been built. The place had been named Balmoral 
when the school district was formed and Robert 
Rutherford thought he saw an opportunity when he 
first visited his cousins. However he decided to carry 
on for a while longer in Winnipeg and entered the 
retail store business with the Jerry Robinson Compa
ny in the spring of 1882. At the same time he and 
Joseph Wells decided to build a hotel in Balmoral. 
Joe was to arrange to have his brothers take out the 
lumber while Robert was earning money to pay for it. 

In the spring of 1883 he began with Joe Wells to 
build the main part of the hotel and a stable and 
driving shed. The same year he was married to Miss 
Christina McGillivray who came from Owen Sound 
for the occasion on the 28th of June. Meanwhile 
other development was going on: a Mr. Kuhn bought 
a lot east of the hotel and erected the village's largest 
building - a very fine store with living rooms up
stairs and behind; a Mr. Buckpitt built a very fine 
flour mill and began at once producing flour, bran 
and shorts and also crushing oats and barley for feed. 
The district was developing so fast that newspaper 
records (Stonewall News) reported the mill so busy 
that it was going night and day. 

Dr. Rutherford (no relation) moved into the vil
lage with a small family and settled in a new house 
near the Kuhn store. The next family to move in were 
the Holloways who occupied the building which Mr. 
Tom Ashdown had moved into the village from his 
farm and which had been a store. All the land that 
was being used was being purchased from George 



Hyde who owned the land on both sides of the east 
and west road - the NW of 6 on the south side and 
SW 7 on the north side. Another home built on the 
south side of the road was that of William Foulston, 
engineer of the mill and, of course, the home of 
William Buckpitt, the owner of the milL A creek 
running north and south was a dividing line from 
north to south and, as it carried water most of the 
year, it was not opened up for a road allowance for 
several years. A bridge was built to allow travel to go 
east and west and north right on the four corners of 
sections 1, 6, 7 and 12 of township 15-2E and IE. 

The next home was built on the NW corner of 
section 1-15-12, Ashdown's corner, by Archie 
Robertson who operated a blacksmith shop and also 
acted as a farm machine agent for the new machinery 
that was being introduced the most important 
pieces being wagons, mowers, reapers, rakes all 
horse powered. These were the starting days of ma
chinery firms mostly from eastern Canada such as 
Frost and Wood, Massey & Co., (later Massey Har
ris) J. 1. Case Co., McCormick Machine Co., John 
Deere Plow Co., Deering Harvesting Machinery Co. 
and Mr. Robertson started out with some of these. 

After selling the hotel and livery to James 
Skinkle, Robert Rutherford was appointed postmas
ter in 1884 and carried on for 27 years until his 
sudden death in 1911. As well as looking after the 
mail, he bought and operated the general store and 
became very active in the total business community. 

His first wife Christina McGillvray had a son 
George who died in infancy. Unfortunately she died 
after the birth of their second son Robert who only 
lived a few months. He then married Ellinor 
McGillvray and they were blessed with six children 
over the years. Both parents were musically inclined, 
Ellinor being an accomplished pianist. Robert was a 
congenial person and a good neighbor, and, as a 
result, both were very popular in the area. Unfortun
tely, Ellinor died while Lilian was still quite young. 
Mr. Rutherford married Jean Jardine in March of 1911 
and the younger children were again united at home. 

Their eldest son Robert William attended school 
in Balmoral and later went to business college in 
Winnipeg. While growing up in the community he 
helped his father in the store and post office. He 
married Clara Campbell, youngest daughter of Mark 
and Anne Campbell of the Dundas area and moved to 
Winnipeg where "Bobby" as he was known entered 
the Real Estate and Insurance business. Latterly he 
also was active in Financing as well and retired as 
President of the Fidelity Trust Co. He was very active 
in his church, sports - especially hockey, and was 
one of the hard workers in the promotion of the Air 
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Cadets of Canada. He died in 1963 at the age of 76. 
His wife Clara is still alive and well at the age of 89. 

They had five children, the oldest being Dr. R. 
M. (Bob) Rutherford, now retired and living with his 
Bette at Lac Du Bonnet. They have six children and 
nine grandchildren. William, also retired and acting 
as consultant to his auto parts manufacturing busi
ness. He and wife Dorothy live in Winnipeg and 
Florida. They have two children and seven grand
children. The elder daughter, Clara, married W. T. 
Powell. They live at St. Andrews but spend part of the 
year at Grand Cayman Island in the Carribean. They 
have four children and five grandchildren. Doris 
married H. S. Roberts and now resides at Orono, 
Ontario. They have two daughters and one son and 
two grandchildren. The youngest son, Edwin and 
wife Willow live in Winnipeg and have six sons and 
two grandchildren. 

Robert Sr's son Bert (H. S. Rutherford) grew up 
in Balmoral and StonewalL He attended Brandon 
College and the University of Manitoba, graduating 
in law about 1913. He practiced in Winnipeg until he 
enlisted in 1915 with "the Little Black Devils" be
coming a Captain before he returned home after the 
war. Then, resuming his law practice he stayed in 
Stonewall until 1920 when he settled in Eriksdale, 
becoming magistrate. He became very widely 
known and immensely popular throughout the Inter
lake area and remained there until shortly before his 
death in 1966. He married Maizie Styan in 1926 in 
Winnipeg and they have two sons, Kenneth and 
Robert. Ken and wife Doreen live in Eriksdale with 
their children. Robert and wife Valerie live in St. 
Norbert and have children. Bert's wife died several 
years after her husband. 

The third Rutherford son, Hugh, was raised and 
went to school in BalmoraL He enlisted and went 
overseas returning after hostilities with some dis
abilities. He worked for a large retail organization for 
several years before going to the States and taking up 
permanent residence there. He lived in Chicago for 
many years and was married during that time. Their 
only child died at birth. They later moved to Phoenix, 
New York and several years ago retired to San Lean
dro, California. He is now 89 and both he and Alice 
are enjoying sunny California. 

The fourth son, George was born in 1898. During 
his school years he was sent to Grey, Sask. for 
awhile, then home and later to Winnipeg. He was 
employed by the Dominion Rubber Company and 
worked his way to the top of the firm in Montreal 
where he lived for years before retiring. He was 
married while in Winnipeg to Joan Gray, but they did 
not have any children. George has lived in Edmonton 
since retiring and is quite welL 



Edwin, the fifth son was born in 1905 and was 
raised in Balmoral and Winnipeg. He became inter
ested very early in radio and electronics, and soon 
was in the electrical supply business. He married 
Anne Snaith and had two children, Douglas and 
Cathy and now have several grandchildren. They 
moved to Montreal after the war and Ed set up his 
own electronics company which he still operates. He 
and Anne still live in Montreal. 

Lillian, the only girl was born in 1907. Due to the 
death of her mother at an early age she spent much of 
her younger years with relatives in Ontario and Man
itoba and later with her step-mother in Winnipeg. 
She worked in Winnipeg after schooling for some 
years and then married Eric Smeaton. They moved to 
Victoria where their daughter Bonnie spent her child
hood and is now married with two children. Lillian's 
husband Eric died a few years ago and her own health 
has been somewhat of a hardship for her the past 
couple of years. 

Frederick Sager 
submitted by L. T. McKnight Balmoral 

Fred Sager was born in 1874 and came to the 
Balmoral area from St. Catherines, Ont. in the early 

Fred Sager, May, 1942. 

1900's. He purchased approximately nine acres in 
Balmoral and in 1914, built the house that is presently 
owned by Mr. Gib West. 

Mr. Sager commuted to Winnipeg to work for an 
automobile dealer owned by Joseph Maw. He did 
clerical work and was later a timekeeper for various 
companies. In 1942, Mr. Sager was accidentally 
killed in an automobile accident in Estevan, Sas
katchewan. 
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Ed and Lois Sawyer 
SE 16-13-1E 
submitted by Audrey Gibbons 

The Sawyers moved from North Dakota U.S.A. 
to the Grassmere district in 1899 and settled on SE 
16-13-1E now known as the Charles Houghton farm. 
Their famil y consisted of Blanche, (who was 16 yrs. 
when she came to Manitoba), Raymond, George, 
Leonard and Charlie. Blanche later became Mrs. 
Thornhill Stewart. They were married on Dec. 7th, 
1904 at home. Fifty years later on Dec. 7th, 1954 
Vera Houghton's mother and dad, Mr. and Mrs. 
Becker celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
that same house. Mrs. Sawyer and all their family 
passed away in their early 60's, except Mr. Sawyer 
who lived to be 89. The Sawyers eventually settled at 
Gilbert Plains, Manitoba where they farmed. 

Hubert and Mary Schaeffer 
Hubert 1. Schaeffer was born at Humboldt, Sas

katchewan on April 29, 1907, the son of Godfrey and 
Margaret Schaefer, who had a family of six boys and 
five girls. They moved to Handel, Saskatchewan in 
1912 where Hubert's father operated a general store. 
Hubert took his schooling at Gamble School in the 
country and later at Handel School. His father had 
accumulated farm land and when he died in 1924 he 
left each son a quarter section of grain land. Their 
mother carried on the store for a year and then did 
part-time sewing. 

Hubert did carpenter work at Handel and rented 
out his quarter section. After that with his brothers 
Joe, Fred and Frank, they operated a saw mill at 
Prince Rupert, B. C. while their mother kept house 
for them there. 

In 1927 Hubert and Frank came back to Handel 
and bought the pool room and dance hall which they 
operated. Their brother John came to Rockwood 
Municipality in 1932 to farm. 

On April 25, 1935 Hubert married Mary Scher
man who was born at Handel July 21, 1913, the 
daughter of John and Mary Scherman. The latter's 
family included one son and three daughters. Hubert 
and Mary rented a farm with buildings and farmed it 
along with his own quarter, but Saskatchewan was 
one vast dust bowl at the time and there were no crops 
in that area. He earlier had been offered $4,000 for 
his quarter, but by now he would sell it for three 
horses, however there were no buyers. Hubert finally 
sold it for one horse, a rake, and wagon, valued in 
total at $200. 

Their first child, Jerome, was born on January 16, 
1936 at Handel, followed by their son Ronald on 
September 11, 1937, just three weeks before they 
moved to Manito'Ja. The government gave assistance 



Hubert and Mary Schaeffer and Family. Back Row: Jerome, 
Dennis, Ronald. Front: Hubert, Larry, Mary. 

to encourage people to move to more fertile areas at 
the time, and they provided him with a cattle car and 
one box car. Hubert slept in the box car and it took 
four days for the trip to Balmoral. Mary, with the two 
children, came by passenger train. His brother John, 
already here, helped him buy the W Y2 34-14-2e 
southeast of Balmoral, now owned by Elmore 
Lohmer. Hubert and Mary's son Dennis was born 
April 16, 1939 at this location. Because of adverse 
conditions at the time, he had to leave the farm in 
1941 and they moved to the Dundas District southeast 
of Teulon where they farmed the SE Y4 12-16-2E 
known as the John N. Campbell farm (now owned 
and operated by Herb Kletke). The first three boys 
started their schooling at Dundas School. Their 
youngest son Larry was born September 6, 1944 in 
the old frame Hunter Hospital in Teulon. 

In 1947 they bought the SE 14 28-14-2E in the 
Good Hope District southeast of Balmoral. There 
were no buildings on the property so Hubert build a 
new home. In 1949 he built a dairy barn and operated 
this business until 1952. In 1951 he went back to 
carpenter work and did general contracting until 1967 
along with his farming. In Stonewall he built the 
Rutherford Block, the hosiery mill (now a plastics 
factory) and remodelled the Municipal Building. In 
1960 he supervised the construction of Christ the 
King Catholic Church in Stonewall and his son Den
nis, also a carpenter, worked with him along with 
volunteer labour. At the same time he had a Hereford 
cow-calf operation with five hundred head which he 
sold in 1976. He and his son Larry then operated a 
feedlot for three years, and they are now straight 
grain farmers. 

Hubert's mother died in 1950 at Handel, Sas
katchewan and Mary's father died in 1963 at the age 
of eighty-four. Mary's mother passed away in 1973 at 
the age of eighty. 
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The boys attended Good Hope School and their 
parents took an active part in Good Hope district 
affairs. Mary has worked at Bristol Aerospace, 
Rockwood Plant since 1964. 

Jerome is married to Carol Slater of Balmoral and 
they live in Stonewall. Their three daughters are the 
twins, Darla and Darlene, and Patricia. Ronnie, mar
ried to Bev Bond of Grosse Isle, lives near Brandon 
and their children are Rhonda and Scott. Their third 
son, Dennis, is married to Joan Good of the Argyle 
district and they live in the Victoria district a few 
miles south of the home farm. Their three sons are 
Bradley, Stuart, and Daryl. Larry married Patricia 
McKnight of Balmoral and their children are Chery I, 
Dawn, and the twins, Murray and Robyn. They re
side in their new home on the home farm. 

The Scotts 
submitted by Mrs. Ivy Scott, Warren 

James and Abigail Scott married April 16, 1802 
County Arrmagh, Ireland. They left Ireland in 1830 
and settled in New Toronto as it was then called, but 
is near the present city of Brampton. 

Jacob Scott and Eliza Jane Erskine married May 
18th, 1849. They came west in 1881 and settled in 
Argyle on Section 7-14-lE. 

The following is the family: 
Mary Ann - born July 10, 1850 married 

James McCulloch. 
Margaret - born March 23, 1852 married 

Thomas McLure. 
Abigail born February 17, 1854 married 

Thomas Wardrope. 
SaraJane-bornNovemberI7,1858 spinster. 
Jacob born September 17, 1859 married 

Jane Matheson. 
Samuel - born July 21, 1861 - married Mary 

Anne Lawrence. 
Robert James - born July 21, 1863 married 

Mary Jane Strong. 
This family was all born in Ontario and came here 

1881. 
John Scott, first Grandpa's brother, settled on a 

homestead at Rosser. 
The McCullochs lived on SW 8-14-lE. Jacob 

Scott lived on NW 8-14-lE. The original house still 
stands (brick). 

Samuel Scott and his wife lived on 13-14-1W. 
R. 1. Scott got the home place. 
They first settled on 50 acres of Father's farm in 

Peel county. The family was born there and he de
cided to emigrate west, nearly all his readers are 
acquainted with his life style now. What he was 
before coming to Manitoba, he has been since he 
came a busy plodding successful farmer. He was 



fond of young people and young folks fond of him. 
He had, they say, a magnificent tenor voice. He, with 
his family, was builder of Argyle United Church and 
led the singing for their opening. 

The members of Jacob and Jane's family still 
living, Leslie Scott, White Rock, B.C., Aime Scott, 
Winnipeg. 

The member of Robert and Jane's family, Eva 
Murray, Winnipeg. 

The members of Samuel and Mary's family
Beatrice Suche, Argyle, Mildred Martin, Winnipeg. 

Numerous grandsons, granddaughters of Mc
Culloch, Baldock, Preston, Scotts, Wardropes. 

William and Sarah Scott 
submitted by Jean Rootsaert 

William (Bill) Scott was born June 12, 1846 at 
Shakespeare, Ontario and believed to have come to 
Manitoba before the 1880's. 

Sarah Ann Slater, the daughter of Charles and 
Maria Slater (nee Sayers), was born at Inkerman 
(Dundas County), Ontario on February 23, 1866. 
Others in her family were Jim, John Henry, Martha, 
Ogle, and Adele. (See separate articles on Charles 
and Maria, Jim and his wife Annie (nee Endersby), 
and John Henry and his wife Alexa (nee Simpson). 
The family moved to Manitoba in 1881 and home
steaded on NWY4-36-15-lE, five miles north of Bal
moral. 

On June 19, 1884 at Balmoral, Bill Scott and 
Sarah Slater were married by the Reverend 
McFarlane. Present at the ceremony were Hannah 
Cosens and Jim Scott, BiWs brother. Jim had the first 
blacksmith shop in Balmoral which was later sold to 
the Holloway brothers. 

Bill and Sarah Scott (sitting). Their children left to right: 
Howard, Ida and Edith. 
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Bill and Sarah farmed two miles north of town on 
SEY4-24-15-lE on a farm formerly owned by the 
McBain family. Three children were born to them on 
this farm: Ida Ellen on May 26, 1890, Edith Isabella 
on June 10, 1893, and Howard Sayers on September 
23, 1895. All the children attended Greenridge 
School which was close by. Sarah was known to be 
an excellent seamstress which talent she passed on to 
her two daughters. 

In 1914 Bill and Sarah retired from farming, but 
the farm continued to be rented out for many years 
finally being sold in 1971 by Edith to Stan Fox of 
Balmoral. In town Bill and Sarah built their retire
ment home (presently owned by Leonard 
McKnight). Their son Howard tells of how he helped 
dig the basement with the use of horses. 

On November 21,1926 Bill Scott passed away. At 
a later date Sarah remarried. Her second husband, 
Bob Taylor, was born in Blenheim, Ontario 
(Platsville Township). For many years Sarah and 
Edith boarded local school teachers. On March 22, 
1947 Bob Taylor died at the age of seventy-four. 
Three years later on May 30, 1950 Sarah Taylor also 
passed away. She was eighty-four. Sarah and her two 
husbands are buried at North Victoria Cemetery 
southeast of Balmoral. 

Ida became a teacher and taught in several places 
in Manitoba. In 1909 she married Robert Milligan 
and had two children, Howard and Mossie. In 1925, 
which was some years after the death of her first 
husband, she married Bob McLennan of Wingham, 
Ontario. They had two children, Scott and Jean. 
Bob, Ida, and her son Howard have all since passed 
on. 

There are separate writeups on Howard Scott and 
his sister, Edith, and her husband Donald Simpson. 

Howard Sayers Scott 
submitted by Charlie and Velma Slater 

On September 23, 1895 Howard Sayers Scott was 
born on the family farm (SEY4-24-15-lE) two miles 
north of Balmoral, the only son of William and Sarah 
Scott (nee Slater). Howard had two older sisters, Ida 
and Edith. Greenridge School, two miles north of 
their farm, was where they received their schooling. 

On January 18, 1917 Howard joined the Canadian 
Army and served in World War I in the Signal Sec
tion. He was discharged from the Army in October 
1919. 

Howard was a keen hockey player and a member 
of the Balmoral team which won the McDowell Cup 
in 1920-21. Also he was an active curler belonging to 
the Stonewall Curling Club. Hunting was another 
sport that he enjoyed through the years. 

Howard and Jack Pulfer of Balmoral operated a 



garage at Petersfield for a couple of years. Next he 
went to the Calgary area at harvest time to get work. 
He then spent a few years working in Alberta. In 
1932 Howard returned and took over the Esso bulk 
dealership in Stonewall and operated this business 
until his retirement in 1951. During these years he 
had marketed heating oil at 13Y2¢ per gallon and 
gasoline at 28Y2¢ including tax. From 1940-1946 he 
owned the Stonewall Bakery and had Mrs. Mabel 
Riley operate it for him, selling it to her husband Hep 
upon his return from service overseas in World War 
II. 

On retirement he winterized his summer home on 
the banks of the Netley Channel in Petersfield where 
he still lives. 

The Harry Sheldon Sr. Family 
submitted by Isabel Tully 

Harry Sheldon Sr., the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sheldon, 1910. 

Frederick W. Sheldon, was born in Macclesfield, 
England in 1885. He emigrated to Canada in 1904 
and the Sheldon farm NW Y4 15-13-lE was purchased 
in 1905. Harry married Flora 1. Appleyard on April 
27,1910. She was the eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Appleyard, early pioneers of the Grassmere 
district. 

Dad and Mother were active members of the 
church and surrounding community. Dad was organ
ist and choir leader at Grassmere United Church for 
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many years. He was always willing to share his 
musical talents and was often called upon to play at 
weddings, concerts, and social gatherings. 

Harry and Flora had three daughters and three 
sons. Their first-born, Mary Olivia, died in infancy 
and their youngest daughter, Dorothy Catherine, died 
at the age of eight months. 

Isabel married Gordon Tully in 1940. They were 
involved in the teaching profession both in rural 
Manitoba and in Winnipeg. They had three children; 
Sharon, Ken, and Phyllis (Mrs. Ross Gridley) of 
Winnipeg. Gordon passed away in 1972. Isabel, now 
retired, resides in the family home in St. Vital. Her 
current interests include participation in various 
church, volunteer, and music-related activities. 

The Sheldon Home, 1947. 

Alan married Vivian Airth in 1941. Following his 
discharge from the army, they moved to the Sheldon 
farm, where they still live. Vivian teaches school in 
Stonewall and Alan works for Canada Post in Win
nipeg. They had six children; Wayne, Verne, Karen 
(Mrs. Fred Schnerch) and Nancy of Winnipeg, and 
Meryl (Mrs. Doug Lawrence) of Edmonton. Larry 
died accidentally in 1974. 

Jim married Dorothy Searle of Brandon in 1941, 
and since 1946 has operated a barber shop there. 
They had four children; Searle of Calgary, Jim Jr. of 
Vancouver, David of Morden, and Shirley (Mrs. Vic 
Gueho) of Cedar, B.C. Dorothy died in January 
1968. The following year Jim married Pearl Burrill 
and adopted her three children; Diane (Mrs. Sam 
Stawychny) and Bob of Brandon, and Bill of Win
nipeg. Pearl is presently employed by the Manitoba 
Dept. of Community Services and Corrections. 

Harry married Thelma Airth in 1947 and they Ii ve 
in west Winnipeg. Harry is a vice-principal in the St. 
James School Division, and Thelma is an industrial 
nurse with Boeing of Canada. They had three chil-



dren; Rodger of St. Rose du Lac, Roy of Vancouver, 
and Donald who was killed accidentally in 1974. 

Our father, Harry Sheldon Sr., died in December 
1932 at 47 years of age. Mother remained on the 
farm, and in 1935 married Charles Hoit. In 1946 they 
sold the farm to Alan and Vivian, and the following 
year moved to Winnipeg. 

Mr. Hoit's daughter, Berna married Norman 
Lloyd in 1949. They resided in Toronto until 1964 
when they retired to Hastings, Ontario. Norman 
passed away in 1974. Berna continues to live there, 
and currently enjoys her involvement in church and 
town committees. 

Mr. Hoit died in December 1962 and Mrs. Hoit in 
May, 1980 at 92 years of age. Throughout her life, 
Mother enjoyed a warm relationship with the church 
and community of the Grassmere district. 

Sheldon, John and Ethel 
by Doris Spurr and Glen Sheldon 

John Sheldon, born in Macclesfield, Cheshire, 
England on January 13th, 1889 came to Canada in 
1903. On November 19th, 1913 he married Ethel 
Lindley of Grosse Isle. For three years they lived on 
the Tom Bowler farm (SW 36-12-lE) then moved to 
the Billy Tait farm (NE 2-13-1W), where he farmed 
till after the hail storm in 1922. In October of 1922 
they moved to the "home" farm (NE 15-13-lE). They 
retired to Stonewall in July 1959 where they enjoyed 
bingo, and Jack was also very interested in curling, 
bowling and horse shoes. 

They had seven children: 
John married Edna Rowland. They have three 

sons Donald, Keith and Ross. John and Edna farmed 
near Argyle before moving to Stonewall where John 
did carpentry, till they moved to the west coast in 
1978. John served in the R.C.A.F. during the second 
World War. 

Anne married Mel Bowler. They still farm in the 
Rosser district. They have three children Joyce, 
Robert and Bernice. 

Art married Glen Williams, they took over the 
home farm in 1959. 

Helen married Dick Trick and they farmed near 
Stonewall till 1966 when they moved to Stonewall. 
They have three children Jim, John and Margaret. 

Doris married Ken Moore of Grosse Isle. They 
had four children Ivy, Jack, Joy and Brian. Ken died 
in 1968. In November 1974 Doris married Ewart 
Spurr of Rosser. 

Stan married Irene Mennell, their three children 
are Earl, Barbara and Kevin. Irene died in 1967. Stan 
remarried Maureen Tyler in 1970. They live in Trans
cona. Stan is an engineer with the C.N .R. 

Ivy married Frank Hall. They also lived in Trans-
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cona. Their family is Joan, Marilyn and Garry. Ivy 
died in September, 1978. 

Jack Sheldon died February 4, 1975. Ethel stayed 
in her home till her health made it necessary to move 
into Rosewood Lodge, where she still resides. She 
had her 91st birthday October of 1981. 

The Shipley Family 
submitted by the family 

Coming from Brampton, Ontario in June 1873, 
Martin and Sarah Jane (Thompson) Shipley and their 
two eldest children, two year old Willie and Ettie, an 
infant in arms, arrived in Winnipeg via flatboat down 
the Red River from Moorhead, Minnesota. Home
steading on NW 27-14-2E in the Victoria area south
east of Balmoral, they were forced to return to 
Winnipeg the following year due to the destruction of 
their crop by grasshoppers. After acting as house 
steward and stewardess at the General Hospital for a 
year and a half, Mr. and Mrs. Shipley returned to the 
farm considering rural conditions better than urban 
for the rearing of a family. While bringing the farm 
under cultivation, Mr. Shipley added to the family 
income during the winter by doing piece work at his 
trade of harness maker for E. F. Hutchings, and by 
hauling wood to Winnipeg where it was exchanged 
for flour, sugar, moccasins and socks. The three day 
trips were made with the neighbours, since blizzards 
made travelling over the prairie dangerous. 

The Shipleys were active in their community and 
were ready to help their neighbours. Mr. Shipley was 
one of the first trustees of Victoria School. They were 
involved in the Methodist Church and Sunday 
School. Mr. Shipley was leader of song services held 
at Good Hope School every Sunday evening for 
many years. 

Although the boys were required on the farm 
from the beginning of seeding until freeze up, winter 
schooling in the little red schoolhouse was satisfacto
ry. W. T. Shipley matriculated into Wesley College 
and graduated as gold medalist in Science in the first 
class graduating from that college. During 1895 ,and 
1896, he was principal of the Stonewall school, leav
ing to become editor of Dauphin's first newspaper. 
After several years of newspaper work, Willie re
turned to teaching and up to his death in 1922 oc
cupied a prominent position among the school 
principals of the province, being principal of the 
Neepawa Collegiate for several years before going to 
Gladstone. 

Ettie (Mrs. W. W. Bond) after residing for a 
number of years in the Teulon district, in 1917 moved 
with her husband and family to Hawkeye, north of 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, where some of their 
descendants still reside. 



The Martin Shipley Family. L to R: Charles, Will and John, Garnet, Ethel, Ettie, Bertie, Gertie, Sarah Jane. 

Bertie, born in 1874 in Winnipeg, lived with her 
brother Garnet on his farm and enjoyed caring for her 
flock of chickens and turkeys and for her garden. 

John Wesley Shipley graduated from Normal 
School, and taught school for ten years in Alberta. 
He then went to the University of Manitoba where he 
obtained his B.Sc. in Chemistry and to Harvard 
University where he obtained his M.Sc. and Ph.D. 
degrees. After obtaining his Doctorate, the post of 
Associate Professor of Analytical Chemistry at Ohio 
State University followed. He held this post for some 
time, then returned to the University of Manitoba 
with an associate professorship. He later moved to 
the University of Alberta to head the Chemistry 
Department for 12 years. 

During his ten years' sojourn in the North West 
Territories, he met and married Muriel Mahon (in 
1911). They had two sons and two daughters: Dr. John 
Harvard Shipley, his wife Hilda, and son John 
Robert; George Richards and his wife Marion had 
four children, one of whom, Muriel, married Kenny 
Eddie Buchkowski from the Good Hope district; 
Ruth who married Archie Wotherspoon; and Shirley, 
who married Ronald A. Ross, and they had seven 
children. 

Charlie (born in 1880) and his young brother 
Garnet (born in 1882) residing near the old home
stead, attempted to pile up the world's surplus of 
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wheat. Their sister Gertie (born in 1888), in the 
employ of the United Grain Growers in Winnipeg, 
helped in distributing this surplus to the ultimate 
consumers. 

Ethel (born in 1891), taught school before marry
ing Robert Marner in 1915 and settling in the 
Neepawa district. They moved to Stonewall in 1929 
where Robert became the Ford agent. 

They had three children: 
Martin Henry lived from 1917 to 1973, and had 

three children. 
Iva May obtained her R.N. and later married Dr. 

Donald Ralph Collins in 1947, and they have two 
children: Susan Laurel and Robert Ralph. 

Robert James married Barbara May Gallow in 
1952. Their four children are Donald Gordon, Doug
las James, Ann Marie, and Mary Elizabeth. 

The Shipley family spread across Canada in the 
course of a century. 

The Charles Shipley Family 
submitted by the family 

Charles Augustus Shipley was born to Martin and 
Sarah Jane Shipley in 1880 in Victoria at Wavy Bank. 
He was educated in Victoria and Good Hope 
Schools. He married Edith Andrew at Stonewall in 
1907. Their two children, Mary Ethelwyn and 



Ronald Martin, attended Good Hope and Balmoral 
Schools. 

Mary then proceeded to the University of Man
itoba to obtain her Home Economics Degree and 
pursued her career as a dietitian. She married John 
Conner (the Agricultural Representative in Dauphin, 
then Livestock commissioner for Manitoba from 
1949 until his death in 1956) in 1932, and they had 
three sons: Richard, Robert, Kenneth. 

Richard married Margaret Shiels in 1957, and 
they have three children, Susan, Michael, and 
Sharon. Robert married Nina Laing in 1957. They 
have five children, Brenda, John, Janice, and twins 
Marilyn and Mamie. 

Kenneth married Donna Barnes in 1962. They 
separated in 1971. He married Lorraine Lewis in 
1976. 

Ronald Shipley married Irene McConkey from 
Stonewall in 1940, shortly after he joined the Armed 
Forces as an airplane mechanic, and he remained in 
this trade until he retired. Ronald and Irene are cur
rently enjoying retirement at Brampton, Ontario, 
when they are not world travellers. Their daughters, 
Diane Myles, Jeanette Harrison, and Pat Nyman and 
families are residing nearby. 

Charles Shipley was involved in local sports 
which included hockey, football, hunting, and fish
mg. 

In 1937, a few years after the move across the 
road to 29-14-2E, Edith Shipley passed away. Charlie 
carried on developing his dairy farm. In 1946, he 
married Emeline Lund, daughter of Thomas and 
Eileen Lund of Stonewall. The couple was blessed 
with three sons: Charles William (Bill), Frederick 
Gamet and John Thomas. All three boys were active 
in Cubs, Scouts, 4-H, music, Sunday School, and 
athletics. They all learned to play the piano (and to 
milk cows!). 

Bill and his wife Pearl (Way) live in Calgary with 
their three children: Christina, Julia and Todd 
(Todd's full name is Todd Charles Martin). Bill at
tended a University of Manitoba Engineering course 
before pursuing his current career in carpentry. 

Fred married Janet Good, daughter of Milton and 
Grace Good, in 1972. With their three daughters, 
Faralee, Kelly, and Katie, they live two miles north of 
the home farm on the former Shipley wood lots. 
Following top academic achievement at Stonewall 
Collegiate, Fred went on to obtain a Bachelor of 
Physical Education Degree and a Bachelor of Educa
tion degree. Fred also specialized in pole vaulting. 
Currently, he is an Elementary Physical Education 
Teacher in Winnipeg. 

John married Lydia Dyck and, with their two 
children Quentin and Tyla-Marie, live on the home 
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farm. John is carrying on with the family dairy farm 
and is also working for the Water Resources Branch 
with the Department of Mines and Natural Re
sources. 

Charlie Shipley passed away in 1955. He was ever 
a kind friend and neighbour. 

John and Catherine Simpson 
by Jean Rootsaert 

The Simpson family history begins in the rugged 
highlands of Sutherlandshire, Scotland. Here Cath
erine MacDonald was born in the tiny village of 
Scourie on December 24 around the year 1854. John 
Simpson, born December 29, 1858, was also from 
Scourie. As a young girl Catherine attended boarding 
school in Aberdeen where she studied the piano and 
also took singing lessons. John had the occupation of 
being a rent collector for the Duke of Sutherland. 
They married and emigrated to the United States in 
April of 1882 with their infant daughter, Alexa. After 
a five-week journey on the ocean, they landed at New 
York. John and Catherine travelled to Mount Carroll, 
Illinois to where other families (the McKays and 
Craigs) from the Scourie area had settled. Here they 
took up farming and their family grew to also include 
John, Donald, Anna (Annie), James (Jimmy), Mal
colm, Daniel (Danny), Donella, and Connie. 

With a large family to support and the lure of 
cheap land, John Simpson travelled north to Man
itoba in 1904 where he bought land three miles north 
of Balmoral (SW Y4 30-15-2E). Around 1908 John's 
son John came and worked for a few years in the 
Balmoral and South Victoria areas before all the 
family moved there. He returned to Mount Carroll 
and then Donald and Danny came in 1911 and stayed 
to, farm the land. The following year Jimmy and 
Alexa joined them. They all lived in the house that 
was already on their father's land. On March 19,1913 
John and Catherine and the rest of the family moved 
to their new farm to take up permanent residence. 
This farm they called Braeside Farm after their farm 
of the same name at Mount Carroll. 

At Balmoral John Simpson became one of the 
first trustees of the Balmoral Consolidated School 
District. During World War I Catherine was involved 
with the Red Cross and worked on sewing and knit
ting for the war effort. She was also a member of the 
Independent Order of the Daughters of the Empire 
(lODE). 

In 1918 John Simpson died, followed by his wife 
Catherine in 1932. They are both buried in the North 
Victoria Cemetery southeast of Balmoral. Cath
erine's photograph album that she had brought over 
from Scotland is still in the family and is now over 
one hundred years old. 



Mr. and Mrs. John Simpson and Family. Centre: John and Catherine Simpson. Clockwise from Catherine: Donella, Danny, Annie, 
John, Alexa, Donald, Jimmy, Malcolm on stool, 1901. 

Following is a summary of the activities and 
whereabouts of John and Catherine's children. Sepa
rate articles will appear on Alexa and her husband 
John Henry Slater, Donald and his wife Edith (nee 
Scott), Annie and her husband Leo Waterer, and 
Danny and his wife Irene (nee Stevenson). Their 
brother Jobn continued working the farm at Mount 
Carroll and later moved some twenty miles away to 
Thomson, Illinois where he farmed, trapped, and 
fished along the Mississippi River. John married 
Velma Nicholas of Mount Carroll and their children 
are: Burton, Ruth, and John Jr. In 1975 at the age of 
ninety-two John passed away. 

Jimmy Simpson, born in 1888, was raised at 
Mount Carroll and moved to the family farm at 
Balmoral in 1912. He worked as a stenographer for 
his brother-in-law, John Henry Slater, in the insur
ance and real estate business. Jimmy married Ada 
Foulston, but in 1918 she and their newborn baby girl 
died of the "flu" epidemic that was prevalent at the 
time. In this same year Jimmy left Balmoral and went 
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to Medicine Hat. He travelled and worked in many 
places, returning to Balmoral in 1932 for his mother's 
funeral. A year or two later he married Elsie Barbour 
(nee Watt) of Balmoral and resided there until his 
death from pneumonia in the following year. 

Born in 1892 at Mount Carroll, Malcolm came to 
Balmoral in 1913 with his parents, brothers and sis
ters. He farmed in the Balmoral area, but because of 
health reasons, he gave up farming in 1923 to become 
a salesman in the United States. He married Wilda 
Nicholas of Mount Carroll, a sister of John's wife 
Velma, and they had four children: Ellen, Ronald, 
Alma, and Lloyd, all of whom were born in Bal
moral. Malcolm was also married a second time to 
Helen (maiden name unknown), and he died in Lex
ington, Kentucky in November 1978. 

Donella, born in 1895, came to Balmoral in 1913 
with her family. She worked in Winnipeg for a few 
years and then went to Chicago to work. Donella 
married Alfred Gross, a professor in the teachers' 



conege at Duluth where she still lives. Her husband 
died in 1946. 

The youngest in the family, Connie was born in 
1905 at Mount CarrolL She also came with the family 
to Balmoral in 1913. Connie finished her schooling in 
Balmoral and then worked in Nesbitt, Manitoba 
where she met Ward Fawcett. They married and 
farmed at Tilston for many years before retiring to 
Pierson, Manitoba where they now live. Ward and 
Connie have two daughters, May (Fletcher) and Jean 
(Down). 

Danny and Irene Simpson 
On February 3,1894 Daniel Hurley Simpson was 

born on his parents' farm near Mount Carroll, Illi
nois. He was seventh in a family of nine children born 
to John and Catherine Simpson, originally from 
Scourie, Scotland in 1882. Danny was raised and 
received his schooling at Mount Carroll. When his 
father purchased land in Manitoba three miles north 
of Balm oral (SW Y4 30-15-2E) in 1904, several mem
bers of the family were back and forth until the family 
moved to take up permanent residence at Balmoral in 
the spring of 1913. Danny was seventeen years old 
when he made the trip north with his brother Donald 
in 1911. It took one week of travel by train to complete 
the trip a matter of some one thousand miles. 
Danny and his brother, Donald, farmed the land 
together until 1916 when Danny enlisted in the army, 
as World War I had already broken out. After three 

Danny and Irene Simpson, 1938. 
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years of service overseas Danny returned to Win
nipeg in 1919. As the army paid the farewell fare to its 
soldiers, instead of picking Balmoral as his destina
tion, Danny chose Los Angeles and thus embarked 
on a year of travel before resuming his farming duties 
in 1920. 

Irene Stevenson was born February 8, 1909 at 
Holland, Manitoba, the daughter of David and Eliz
abeth Stevenson. She completed her Grade Eleven in 
Holland and then lived with her sister in Neepawa to 
take her Grade Twelve. Irene next attended normal 
school at Brandon and taught at Grand Valley School 
near Brandon for two years. After that she went 
farther afield and taught at Gunton, at which time she 
and Danny met. They married on December 3,1938, 
with daughters Marilyn and Fay being born in 1941 
and 1947 respectively. 

Both baseball and hockey were sports Danny 
enjoyed in his younger days. In the 1920-21 hockey 
season he was on the team that won the McDowell 
Cup for BalmoraL In 1938 the new curling rink 
opened in Balmoral and Danny was on the building 
committee that helped make this possible. Both he 
and Irene were enthusiastic curlers and are also hon
orary members of the Men's and Ladies' Curling 
Clubs in BalmoraL Hunting was another important 
part of Danny's life. He hunted such game as moose, 
elk, bear, geese and ducks. Animals were more plen
tiful in earlier days and could be found closer to 
home. 

Irene has long been involved in church and hospi
tal work. She is a U.C.W. member, sang in the 
Balmoral United Church Choir, played the organ, 
and taught Sunday School. As. well she is a member 
of the Balmoral Hunter Hospital Auxiliary. 

Their daughter Marilyn works and lives in Win
nipeg, and Fay, married to Charlie Dunlop lives at 
Argyle. They have two children, Brian and Erin. 

Danny and Irene continue to live where his par
ents had come to farm many years ago in 1913. 

The John Simpson Family 
submitted by Harvey Atkinson Stony Mountain 

On November 12, 1851, at Pokenham, Ontario, 
John Simpson was born. He lived in Pokenham until 
1878. In 1877, he married Sarah Ann Patterson of 
Ottawa, and in 1878, they moved West and settled in 
Woodlands on the farm which later became the John 
Hogg Home. They then moved to the Rockwood 
District in 1890, and settled on the SEY4 18-13-2E. 
This quarter had been homesteaded by Israel Mas
ton. John Simpson purchased the !4 section and later 
left it to his daughter Lillian, who lived on the farm 
for 74 consecutive years. She was one year old when 
they moved to that location in 1890. John and Sarah 



Simpson raised seven children, namely, Lillian, 
Mary, Robert, Merrill, Francis Ann, Catharine and 
Sarah. Mary married George William Watkins and 
lived most of her life in Winnipeg. However, as 
Grandma Simpson passed away in 1905, it fell on 
Mary's shoulders to help raise the rest of the family. 
At one time, Mary ran a dressmaking shop above the 
present Robinson's store. Robert, the second eldest, 
married Ella Ross, one of the Ross's from Old Kil
donan. At one time, Bob managed and ran the hotel in 
Gunton and also in Stonewall. In later years, he was 
in the insurance business at Lockport. Merrill 
worked in the construction industry for many years. 
He married and settled down in Winnipeg. Ann mar
ried Donald Nichol and settled on a farm at Souris, 
North Dakota. 

Lillian married William John Atkinson and re
mained on the home farm most of her life. After the 
death of her husband, she sold the farm to Tom 
Harcus and she lived her remaining years with her 
two sons, Harvey and Don Atkinson. Catharine lived 
at home and passed away in 1929 at the age of 19 
years. The youngest, Sarah, married George Webb 
of Winnipeg, and lived her entire life in Winnipeg. 

As all ofthe sons and daughters of John and Sarah 
Simpson have passed on, their children and grand
children are scattered across the country and all are 
proud to have had forefathers who were not afraid to 
take a chance and venture forth and create a country 
such as ours. 

The only remaining Simpson family in the area is 
Tom Simpson who runs the Bulk Fuel Plant on the 
Perimeter Highway near Winnipeg, and Harvey 
Atkinson who lives at Stony Mountain. 

Donald and Edith Simpson 
submitted by Jean Rootsaert 

At Mount Carroll, Illinois on October 31, 1884, 
Donald MacDonald Simpson was born, one of nine 
children of John and Catherine Simpson (nee Mac
Donald), originally from Scourie, Scotland in 1882. 
He was raised on the family farm near Mount Carroll 
and received all his schooling there. 

In 1911 as a young man of26, Donald came north 
to Manitoba with his brother Danny to where his 
father had purchased a farm in 1904. This farm was 
on the S.W. Y4 30-15-2E, 3 miles north of Balmoral. 
He and Danny farmed together until 1916 when Dan
ny joined the Army. His parents had come to Bal
moral with the rest of their family in 1913. When 
Danny returned to the farm in 1920, Donald pur
chased his own farm on S.W. Y4 2-1S-lE, which is 
southwest of Balmoral. For four or five years in the 
early 20's he also tried his hand at prospecting in the 
Bissett area. 
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Donald enjoyed curling and was an Honorary 
Member of the Balmoral Curling Club. As well he 
was a keen hunter and fisherman, belonging to the 
Teulon Game and Fish Association. Donald also kept 
several hives of bees and in the 30's grew a large 
acreage of cucumbers for the Winnipeg market. A 
long time member of the Oddfellows Lodge, Donald 
had joined in 1909 at Mount Carroll and later trans
ferred to Stonewall. In 1965 he was presented with 
his Fifty-Five Year Jewel. 

Edith Isabella Scott was born June 10, 1893, on 
her parents' farm (S .E. Y4 24-1S-1E), 2 miles north of 
Balmoral. She was one of three children of William 
and Sarah Scott (nee Slater). She had an older sister 
Ida and a younger brother Howard. Greenridge 
School, 2 miles north of them, was where they re
ceived their schooling. 

An annual June outing when she was young was 
the strawberry picking event. Lunch was packed, the 
horses hitched to the wagon, and they headed north, 
picking up members of the Porter family on the way. 
Their destination was the ridge north of Greenridge 
School. Here the wild strawberries were so abundant 
that they picked for hours and filled many pails 
before leaving for home. 

As an adult, Edith worked as a dress clerk in 
Toronto for a time, but illness in the family forced her 
return home. She was also employed by the Birtle 
Indian Residential School for awhile. 

When her sister Ida was widowed and taught near 
Rembrandt (in the Interlake area) Edith lived with 
her in the teacherage and cared for Ida's two children, 
Howard and Mossie. 

During the 30's the Girls' Club was active in the 
Balmoral district with Edith being its Secretary for 
many years. Mrs. George Holloway was the leader. 
The club held monthly meetings and was mainly a 
recreational organization for the local girls. 

In Balmoral Edith was an active member of the 
United Church, belonging to the Ladies Aid, helping 
with the Sunday School, and singing in the choir. She 
had an excellent memory of Balmoral 's early history 
and was often called upon to provide accurate infor
mation. For many years she and her mother boarded 
school teachers in their home in Balmoral until her 
mother's health declined. Several years were spent 
caring for her step-father, Bob Taylor, and later her 
mother, when they became ilI. 

On September 9, 1950, Donald and Edith were 
married and lived in Balmoral while he continued 
farming for a few years. Around 1960 he sold his 
farm to Frank Baldock of Balmoral, and retired. 

Eight years later on October 14, 1968, Donald 
passed away, followed by his wife Edith on Novem
ber 27, 1980. They are both buried at Victoria Ceme-



Donald and Edith Simpson. About 1955-60. 

tery near Balmoral. 
From a letter written after Edith's death, Louise 

Bell (nee Inkster), a former boarder, writes: "Edith 
was really a wonderful person. She spent her whole 
life looking after others with no thought of herself. 
Edith was so fond of children, and she knew every 
child in the whole district". 

The Sinclair Family 
submitted by Mary McAndrew 

Our family had its origin in the Caithness County 
in the North of Scotland. Great grandfather George 
Sinclair emigrated to Nova Scotia. 

Years later, one of his sons - namely Robert 
Begg Sinclair travelled to the West. He first lo
cated in Stony Mountain in the early 1880's. I cannot 
state specific dates for the events of those early years, 
but can say that he and his family were respected 
members of that community for over twenty years. 

The Sinclair family home in Greenwood. 

Mr. Sinclair was a blacksmith and carriage maker 
by trade and his services were much in demand. 
From "The Mountain" he and his wife - (the for-
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mer Jane Williams, a school teacher) and the 
family moved to a farm in the District of Greenwood. 
Grandpa continued with his trade besides farming 
and raising horses. Grandma had a fabulous "green 
thumb" and in time their home became a "show 
place" in the District. Besides all this, they both 
found time to be "good neighbors", and take an 
active part in community affairs. They raised a fam
ily of five boys and three girls. 

Stanley, deceased 1977, was employed by Man
itoba Power Commission and well known throughout 
Manitoba. He married Bernice Playfair (a teacher 
from Baldur) and their home was in Glenboro, Man. 
They had two sons Robert of Edmonton, Alta. and 
Glen of Thompson, Man. 

Lawrence served overseas in the first world war. 
On his return home he married Grace VanAstyne 
(also a resident of Greenwood) and they moved to 
California. They are now both deceased; but their 
two sons, William and Bruce keep in touch with the 
family and are proud of their Manitoba Ancestry. 

Ethel (Mrs. H. Wylie) and Irene (Mrs. M. Frank
lin) both taught school and after marriage, moved out 
of the district. 

Grandpa passed away in June, 1925. His two 
youngest sons, Jim and Victor and their sister, Esther 
(now Mrs. 1. McGuire) carried on the farm, with 
their mother until her demise in 1943. Esther moved 
to Winnipeg and Jim and Victor continued farming in 
the District until retirement. Jim married Kathleen 
Allan and they reside in Norwood. Victor married 
Margaret Olson (of the district); they have one daugh
ter and now make their home in the Village of Gun
ton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton G. Sinclair. 

My dad, Milton Sinclair, was the eldest of the 
family. He married Ethel Grahame (of Wavy Bank) 
in 1914 and they resided in Stonewall until their 
demise. Dad had an engine and a separator and 
threshed for farmers throughout the District. The 



engine is now in The Austin Museum. When cars 
became plentiful, he opened a small garage, which 
he operated until he was forced by ill health to close. 
He was a lover of sports and curled for many years. 
Mother was a talented seamstress and dedicated to 
her home and family and her church. Dad passed 
away in 1965 and mother in 1972. We were a family 
of seven - three boys and four girls. We all have 
fond memories of our school days in Stonewall where 
we made many lasting friendships. The town was 
smaller then and our social life evolved around the 
Presbyterian Church and the old skating rink. 

Gordon, who served in the Air Force, now lives 
in Victoria, B.C. and has a son and a daughter. His 
twin - Hazel (Mrs. H. Boland) is also in Victoria. 
Roy and his wife live in Edmonton; they have four 
sons. My husband Jack and I have been in Winnipeg 
over forty years. Helen (Mrs. 1. Campbell) after an 
absence of many years has returned to the district. 
Only two of the family, Grahame and Joyce, have 
remained in Rockwood. 

Joyce (Mrs. L. Lillies) lives in Balmoral and is 
active in all aspects of community life. 

Grahame, served overseas with the R.C.A.F. He 
returned from overseas with a Scottish Bride (Jean 
Wallace). They lived in Stonewall for a time, later 
moving to Stony Mountain. They had four boys and 
two girls. Milton Jr. and Rob live at the West Coast. 
Ian, Karen and Marilyn (Mrs. 1. Kehler) reside in 
Winnipeg. Grant is deceased. 

Grahame was employed as a Security Guard at 
Stony Mountain, is now retired and enjoying the 
good life - curling, golfing, etc. 

I have written this as a tribute to our parents, 
grandparents, uncles and aunts, who by their lives of 
good will to their fellow man and service to man and 
God, have made us, of this generation, proud of our 
heritage. 

The Skinkle Family 
James and Catherine Skinkle with a son Clayton 

and a daughter Maggie came to Balmoral in the 
1890's. They purchased the hotel and livery business 

Skinkle Hotel and Livery Barn. 
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from Robert Rutherford. They had lived in Carberry, 
Manitoba after coming west from Warkworth, On
tario. The hotel and livery barn stood on the property 
opposite the Community Hall; they were destroyed 
by fire in 1924. 

James died in 1913. Mrs. Skinkle and Maggie 
lived in the village until their home was destroyed; 
they then resided with Clayton on his farm north of 
the village for their remaining years. Clayton had 
purchased a farm north of the village from James 
Clark about 1907. He remained on this farm until his 
death in 1954. During his lifetime he took a great 
interest in school and municipal affairs. 

In 1910 Clayton married Margaret McKivor the 
eldest of the family of Edward and Elizabeth 
McKivor. Margaret was born in Winnipeg prior to 
her parents taking up a farm in the Greenwood dis
rict. Later the family moved to Balmoral, farming a 
mile south of the village. The only remaining mem
berofthis family is Eva (Mrs. N. E. Burwash) living 
in Winnipeg. 

Margaret died in 1919 leaving her husband 
Clayton and two daughters Ida and Edna. Edna re
mained at home with her father until his death in 
1954. Clayton's sister Maggie lived with Clayton 
until her death in 1941. 

For many years Edna was very active in the 
Balmoral United Church Sunday School and the 
local curling club. She was most knowledgeable in 
the history and changes in the Municipality of Rock
wood. After her father's death she sold the farm to 
Jack Barbour; then moved to Winnipeg and was em
ployed by the Canadian Wheat Board until her un
timely accidental death in 1979. 

Ida trained as nurse at St. Boniface Hospital, 
graduating in 1936. In 1938 she married Percy 
Greene and lived since then in Ontario, presently in 
Burlington. There are three son Ralph, Thomas and 
James and two grandchildren Clayton and Jennifer. 

Balmoral was home to the Skinkle family and 
now the heritage has disappeared. 

John and Alexa Slater 
submitted by Jean Alexa Rootsaert (nee Slater), 
granddaughter 

John Henry Slater, of United Empire Loyalist 
descent, was born August 24, 1861 near Inkerman in 
Dundas County, Ontario. He was one of six children 
of Charles and Maria Slater (nee Sayers). They came 
to Manitoba in the spring of 1881 and homesteaded 
five miles north of Balmoral. (See separate history 
on Charles and Maria Slater). 

In 1884 John Henry, as everyone called him, 
homesteaded on the SE-Y4 12-16-1E. This land now 
owned by Tom Miller, is in the district west of present 



John Henry and Alexa Slater. 

day Gunton. He attended Windsor Presbyterian 
Church which stood at the site of the present Windsor 
Cemetery. When he was Secretary-Treasurer of 
Greenridge School (two and a half miles west of 
Gunton) and at the age of 27, he sat in with the 
children and took his Grade Four. John Henry farmed 
for fifteen years and did custom threshing from Au
gust to December every year. Most farmers had to 
stack their sheaves and wait for a threshing outfit. His 
first rig was operated by horse power, then he bought 
a Case portable steamer, one of the first in their 
district. For a few years the George Buckpitt Flour 
Mill in Balmoral received its motive power from 
John Henry's Case steamer. Because of accidents to 
his right foot which made him lame, he decided in 
1890 to become an insurance agent for The Portage la 
Prairie Farmer's Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
(later Portage Mutual Insurance Company). His first 
day's fire insurance was written for three farmers in 
the Dundas district southeast of present day Teulon. 
As his insurance business increased, he gave up his 
farm and moved to Balmoral in 1899 where he re
sided in Skinkle's Hotel for many years. John Henry 
operated his business from a small frame office be
side the hoteL Around 1910 he built a brick office 
(from Balmoral Brick) which is still being used by 
his only son Charlie who continues his business. The 
east side of the office had provision for storing his 
first Ford Runabout which he purchased in 1911. 
When Dave Wood began his Ford dealership in Teu
lon, John Henry became a faithful customer through 
the years. Many of the young men of the Baimoral 
district had their first car ride on the back of his Ford. 

On March 17, 1914 he married Alexa McDonald 
Simpson, eldest daughter of John and Catherine 
Simpson (nee MacDonald). See separate Simpson 
history. The wedding was held at her parent's farm 
presently owned by her brother Danny. Alexa was 
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born January 16, 1882 in Scourie, Sutherlandshire in 
the Northwest Highlands of Scotland. That same 
year she came with her parents to Mount Carroll, 
Illinois where the family took up farming. After 
finishing school Alexa attended the Francis Shimer 
College and took painting in both waters and oils. In 
later years these paintings, which decorated her 
home, were handed down to be enjoyed by her fam
ily. In 1912 Alexa and her brother Jimmy moved to 
their parent's new farm three miles north of Balmoral 
on SW-Y4 30-15-2E. Her brothers, Donald and Dan
ny, had arrived the previous year, with the rest of the 
family arriving in the spring of 1913. 

John Henry and Alexa took the C.P.R. to Banff 
for their honeymoon and on their return to Balmoral 
took up residence on the NE-Y41-1S-lE, south of the 
intersection in Balmoral. In a few years they were 
blessed with two children, John Charles (Charlie) in 
1919 and Catherine Maria (now Mrs. George Thex
ton) in 1921. Alexa belonged to the Ladies Aid of the 
Balmoral United Church and also the Women's In
stitute (W.!.) In 1949 when the community hall was 
enlarged and became the Balmoral Community Me
morial Centre, Alexa donated the property west of 
the hall and the creek area west of it to the Hall Board 
to be held as public property. 

John Henry and Alexa were both ardent gar
deners and he had an orchard next to their garden. As 
a young man he had experience in gardening as a 
hired hand in New York state and in Dundas County 
where he worked in the orchard of Dr. McIntosh who 
originated Canada's national apple. As he had been 
raised in the sugar maple area of Ontario, he used to 
tap about one hundred Manitoba maple every March 
near his home in BalmoraL There would be up to 
twenty-three quarts of syrup in one season. The taste 
was somewhat different from Ontario maple but was 
very enjoyable. 

His brick office was the meeting place in Bal
moral for most organizations. As there were not 
many lawyers in the area, he drew up wills, agree
ments for sale, leases, and title transfers for many 
people of the district. John Henry was keenly inter
ested in community life and filled numerous posi
tions with various organizations and societies. He 
was Reeve of Rockwood Municipality in 1917 and 
1918, but declined to stand for re-election as it took 
too much time from his business. 

He was Secretary of the Local Grain Growers 
Association on its formation and became President of 
the Selkirk District Grain Growers Association 
which joined with others in forming The United 
Grain Growers across the West. In 1914 when the 
Balmoral Consolidated School District #1710 was 
organized, he was the Secretary-Treasurer, a position 



he herd for eighteen years. At the time of his death he 
was Honorary President of the Portage Mutual 
Agents' Association. Being the first Honorary Presi
dent of the Balmoral Curling Club, he threw the first 
rock when the rink was opened in 1938. As well he 
was a valued member of Stonewall Lodge #49 of the 
Oddfellows. 

On October 20, 1940 he died at the age of seven
ty-nine, respected and honoured by all who knew 
him. After his death his son Charlie continued the 
family insurance business. For a few years local 
school teachers boarded with Alexa. She passed 
away on December 1, 1954. Both John Henry and 
Alexa are buried at the North Victoria Cemetery near 
Balmoral. 

See separate articles on Charlie and his wife 
Velma (nee Willis) and Catherine and her husband 
George Thexton who have a farm near Balmoral. 

Charlie and Velma Slater 
submitted by Jean Rootsaert 

Charlie and Velma Slater, 1976. 

John Charles (Charlie) and Velma Patricia Slater 
(nee Willis) were both born and raised in the Rural 
Municipality of Rockwood. Born June 6, 1919 in the 
family horne at Balmoral (presently occupied by Bill 
and Nellie Mannetje), Charlie is the only son of John 
Henry and Alexa McDonald Slater (nee Simpson), a 
pioneer fire insurance agent in the Rockwood area. 
Charlie has one sister, Catherine Thexton, who lives 
on the farm southeast of Balmoral. Likewise, on the 
family farm (S-\12 26-14-lE) on March 17, 1919, 
Velma was born to John Thomas (Jack) and Margery 
Marcella Willis (nee Good), the youngest child in a 
family of two boys and seven girls. (See writeup on 
Jack and Margery Willis). 

Both Charlie and Velma received their education 
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in Balmoral. As a school girl Velma was a keen 
participant in track and field and softball. Also 
Charlie was a track and field enthusiast as well as 
enjoying speed skating and hockey. Besides this, 
stamp collecting and playing snooker claimed his 
attention. As a teenager Charlie often travelled with 
his father on insurance calls and helped him with 
paperwork in the office in the evenings. After high 
school carne a stint at Success Commercial College 
in Winnipeg. 

Charlie was involved in a variety of community 
organizations, being Secretary-Treasurer of the Bal
moral Skating and Curling Rinks, the Hall Board, the 
Stonewall Locals of the United Grain Growers and 
Manitoba Federation of Agriculture. During the 
Fifties he was active on the Council of the Insurance 
Agents' Association of Manitoba. Charlie is a Past 
Master of Stonewall Masonic Lodge #12 and a Past 
Grand of Stonewall Oddfellows' Lodge #49. Also he 
served on the Balmoral School Board and is a long 
time member of the Legion. 

Wedding bells rang for Charlie and Velma on 
June 23, 1940. This was during the war years which 
brought considerable upheaval to all families at that 
time. Married life was begun in Balmoral but they 
moved to Montreal later as Charlie was stationed 
there in the wireless section of the R.C.A.F. When 
the war was over he resumed civilian life by con
tinuing the general insurance business established by 
his late father in 1890 at Balmoral. 

The Forties were a busy decade as four daughters 
were born during this time. Firstborn was Carol, then 
Heather, followed six years later by the twins, Jean 
and Joan, in 1947. In 1947 saw the construction of the 
family horne on an acre of land in Balmoral which 
Charlie and Velma occupy to the present day. When 
the girls were older, Velma began working in their 
insurance office in Balmoral. This developed into a 
full-time position which lasted for twenty-five years. 

Summertime finds both Charlie and Velma en
joying the work of tending a large garden and 
grounds. In the last few years Velma has taken up 
golfing with great enthusiasm. As a long time mem
ber of the curling club, she participates in this sport in 
winter. Artistic pursuits such as oil painting and a 
large number of handicrafts also claim her attention. 

Charlie is presently active in the Masons, Odd
fellows, Shriners (Vintage Car Club), and Khartum 
Past Masters Club. Being an ardent sportsman, in the 
fall Charlie can be found laying in a goose hide or 
stalking the bush for game. Together Charlie and 
Velma enjoy travelling to places far and wide. 

At the present time they are the proud grand
parents of eight grandchildren with their daughter 
Carol Schaeffer living in Stonewall, Heather Gibb in 



Winnipeg, Jean Rootsaert in the Lilyfield area south 
of Stonewall, and Joan Holliston at Altamont, Man
itoba. 

Charles and Maria Slater 
submitted by great-granddaughter Jean 
Rootsaert (nee Slater) 

The Slater family history goes back to around 
1754 when William Tindel Slater was born. It is 
known that he owned property in one of the Car
olinas, but whether he was born there or in another 
one of the Thirteen Colonies or in England is not 
certain. He had five children: David, John, James, 
Mary, and Margaret. According to the "History of 
Dundas" published in 1904, William T. Slater, who 
had fought in the War of 1812-14 against the States (at 
Crysler'S Farm), was a very early settler in the 
vicinity of Inkerman (Dundas County, Ontario). Be
cause he was a United Empire Loyalist, he received 
an amount of land equal to what he had abandoned in 
the United States rather than tum against the "Old 
Flag" . 

Charles Slater. Taken 1898 or earlier. 

His son John, born in the United States, and his 
wife Lydia, who was Canadian born, had fourteen 
children, as indicated by the 1851 census. One of 
these children, Charles Slater, married Maria Sayers 
who was born in the United States and said to be 
Pennsylvannia Dutch. She was a very tiny woman 
who always wore a shawl or scarf over her head. Her 
grandson, Howard Scott, presumes this was because 
of her religious beliefs. Charles and Maria had a 
family of six who were all born at Inkerman, Ontario. 
They were: James (Jim) 1860, John Henry 1861, 
Martha Jane around 1863, Sarah Ann 1866, Ogle 
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around 1869, and Adele. The two youngest children 
died before reaching adulthood. See also articles on 
Jim and Annie Slater (nee Endersby), John Henry 
and Alexa Slater (nee Simpson), and Sarah Slater and 
her husbands William Scott and later Bob Taylor. 

In 1881, in quest of land in the West, Charles and 
his brother William and their families left Ontario 
and headed to Manitoba. Here they both drew home
steads about five miles north of Balmoral, with 
Charles being on the NW-Y4-36-1S-1E. This land is 
presently owned by Lloyd Campbell who lives on the 
southwest quarter of the section. The Slaters in the 
Teulon area can trace their roots back to William and 
his wife Amelia (nee Warren). A short article will 
appear on them in this book with further information 
on this family in the Teulon History Book. In 1884, 
Greenridge or "The Red School" as it was called, 
opened with Charles Slater being one of the first three 
trustees of the school. 

On July 4, 1898 Charles died at the age of seven
ty. He was buried just west of All Saints Anglican 
Church (locally called South Victoria) which is 
northeast of Stonewall. His son Jim continued farm
ing the home farm. When his wife Annie died in 1912 
leaving behind a family of eight, Jim's mother, then 
in her eighties, helped him care for the children. 
Those who knew her said Maria was a very quiet, 
gentle woman who went about her business doing 
what had to be done. On February 27, 1919" at the 
age of eighty-six years, eleven months, Maria passed 
away. Because the road to South Victoria Cemetery 
was blocked with snow, she could not be buried 
beside her husband Charles. Instead Maria was bur
ied at North Victoria Cemetery just southeast of 
Balmoral. Charles and Maria's Family Bible was 
passed on to their eldest son Jim, then to his eldest 
child Alice, and after that to one of Alice's four 
children. 

Charles and Maria's daughter Martha was the 
only child who left the Balmoral area. She met and 
married William Curiston and they moved to the 
Dunara district of Petersfield. Her husband "drove 
the mail " in that area for thirty years as did two 
generations after him. 

Jim and Annie Slater 
submitted by Jean Rootsaert (nee Slater) 

Born in 1860 at Inkerman, Dundas County, On
tario, Jim Slater was the eldest child of Charles and 
Maria Slater (nee Sayers). Other children in the fam
ily were John Henry, Martha, Sarah, Ogle, and Ade
le. 

In 1881 Charles and Maria Slater left their home 
in Ontario in quest ofland in Manitoba. They brought 
their family five miles north of Balmoral and home-



steaded on the NW-Y4-36-15-1E (presently owned by 
Lloyd Campbell). See writeup on Charles and Maria 
Slater for further information. 

Jim married Annie Endersby of Balmoral and 
their children are: Alice, Melville, May, Janie, 
Hiram, Milton, Marie, and John. Jim farmed his 
father's homestead as well as doing carpentry work 
throughout the area. 

Back Row, L to R: May, Alice, Janie, Melville and Jim. Seated: 
Maria Slater, (Jim's mother). Front Row: Marie, Hiram, Milton, 
1917. 

In 1912 Annie Slater passed away leaving behind 
a large family to be cared for. Jim's mother, Maria, 
then in her eighties, helped him raise the children. 
Unfortunately, on January 8,1918, at the age of fifty
seven years four months Jim also passed away, fol
lowed by his mother the next year on February 27, 
1919. Annie, Jim, and Maria are all buried at North 
Victoria Cemetery near BalmoraL The children were 
left on their own with the oldests ones doing their 
best to raise the younger ones. Almost all the chil
dren attended Greenridge or "The Red School" 
which was close by. In 1914 when the Greenridge 
district was absorbed by consolidation into the Bal
moral and Gunton school districts, the children prob
ably attended school in Gunton which was closest. 

Following is an account of the activities and 
whereabouts of Jim and Annie's children. The eldest' 
child, Alice, born October 23, 1895, married Archie 
Hale and lived in Southern Saskatchewan. They 
raised a family of four: Forrest, Eileen, Islay, and 
Myrtle. After Archie died she later married a local 
widower, Reg Birchard, and lived at Verwood, Sas
katchewan. At the present time she is in a personal 
care home at Assiniboia, Saskatchewan with her hus
band Reg living in the same town. Alice is the only 
surviving child of Jim and Annie Slater. 

Born January 17, 1897 James Melville (called 
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Melville) served in the Manitoba Regiment of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force during World War I. 
After his discharge he returned to Balmoral as his 
father had passed away and helped his older sister 
Alice raise the younger children. At a later date 
Melville went to Saskatchewan and farmed until the 
Depression forced him to return to Manitoba where 
he worked in the Rockwood area. Melville was one 
who always enjoyed a good time. In Balmoral he 
could be depended on to dress up and act as the 
teacup reader at local teas. Also he was a man who 
loved children and would handcraft wooden toys for 
them. On December 26, 1960 he passed away and is 
buried at Victoria Cemetery. 

Of May Slater we have no information. 
Janie (also spelled Janey or Jean on old school 

registers) was born about 1902. She married Charles 
Sparvath (now called Sparwood) of Gunton, living 
there and raising two children, Gordon and Cath
erine. 

Hiram, born April 7, 1903, worked on farms 
around Balmoral and Selkirk and died at Balmoral in 
1976. He was buried at Victoria Cemetery. 

The sixth child in the family, Milton (called 
Milt), was born August 12, 1906. He worked on 
farms in the Gunton and Balmoral districts, later 
having a small farm west of Balmoral (part of 
SW-Y4-15-15-1E). This sixty acres was sold to Les 
Barr a few years ago and Milt retired to Teulon 
because of ill health. He lived with Mr. and Mrs. Len 
Childerhose, passing away on October 14, 1979 at the 
age of seventy-three. He is also buried at Victoria 
Cemetery. 

Around 1909 Marie Slater was born. As an adult 
she moved to Saskatchewan and married Ernie Hjelte 
who farmed there. They have both since passed away. 

The youngest child, John Edward (called John
nie), born around 1911, also worked on farms in the 
Gunton district as well as at Petersfield. He died as a 
young man at Selkirk. 

William and Amelia Slater 
submitted by Jean Rootsaert (nee Slater) 

On September 19, 1836 William T. Slater was 
born, the son of John and Lydia Slater. He was from a 
large family that lived in the Inkerman area of Dun
das County, Ontario. 

In 1881 William and his brother Charles came 
west and homesteaded about five miles north of Bal
moral (see writeup on Charles and Maria Slater). 
William and his wife, the former Amelia Warren, 
had a family of nine. They include: John, Lydia, 
Hannah, Jennie, Wes, Tom, Will, Robert, and Jim. 

On November 11, 1904 William passed away. 
Both he and Amelia are buried at the North Victoria 



Cemetery southeast of Balmoral. The inscription on 
W. T. Slater's headstone reads, "Weep not children 
and mother, for me For I am waiting in glory for thee. 

"Further information on this family can be found in 
the Teulon History Book as many of William's de
scendants live in the Teulon area. 

William Slater marries Amelia Warren 
(1836-1904) 

John Lydia Hannah Jennie Wes 
m. m. m. m. m. 
Clara Jack Sam Tom Agnes 
Smith Gibson Clements McQuitty Campbell 
Elmer May no no Lila 
Percy Beatrice children ehildren Bill 
Violet Maud Arnold 
Dolly Mary (called Margaret 
Leonard Bill (Polly) Marjorie 
Gordon lola 
Stanley 
Alice 
Joe 
Harold 
Lily 
Henry 
Albert 
Wesley 

Joseph and Ethel Smith 
submitted by Constance Pepler (Smith) Thunder 
Bay,Ont. 

My father Joseph Lester Smith was the third 
youngest of a family of fourteen, son of Thomas and 
Catherine Smith. He was born in Palmerston, On
tario on February 9,1869. I haven't much knowledge 
of my father's work before he homesteaded our farm 
Sec. 27-14-lE. 

He married my mother Ethel Rhoda (Sutton) 
Morley, a widow with two young sons William 
Edwin Robinson (Will) and Harry Sutton. Mother 
was born May 7, 1884 in West Hartlepool, England, 
daughter of William and Kate Sutton. 

I look back with fond memories to our growing 
up on the farm. We attended Balmoral School. 

Dad passed away February 22, 1938. 
My mother spent her remaining years living with 

us girls. She passed away July 31, 1949 in Port 
Arthur. 

Will worked on the farm for several years. He 
joined the Royal Canadian Artillery and served over
seas during 1939-45. After returning home he 
worked on construction work in Winnipeg until his 
retirement. He passed away on September 16, 1978 in 
Winnipeg. 

Harry passed away when he was thirteen years of 
age. 

Sylvia helped at home, since our Mother was 
never well. She married Clifford Lawrence. They 
lived in Madsen, Ontario, later Winnipeg, and New 
Westminster, B.C. Sylvia passed away January 2, 
1977. Cliff resides in Ashcroft, B. C. 

John Lester (Jack), after leaving the farm worked 
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Tom Will Robert Jim 
m. m. m. m. 
MaryAnne Caroline Dolly Isabel 
Johnson Evans Mackie Campbell 
Allan Henry George Kate 
Evelyn Lome Bob Jim 
Vera Agnes Christina Esther 
Greta Gordon Charlie Dorothy 
Dana Ivan Elsie Oliver 
Emma Leonard Ed Alma 

Frank Bruce 
Cora 
Bradley 

Bernard 
Ethel 

in Hammond, B.C. He married Bessie Delong of 
Chilliwack. They resided in Fort William while Jack 
served in the Army. They moved to Haney and then to 
Horsefly, B.C. where they now reside. 

Constance (Connie) worked in Winnipeg for 
awhile after leaving the farm. There she married 
William Pepler. They moved to Port Arthur, Ontario 
and still reside there (now called Thunder Bay). 

Joseph (Jr.) after leaving the farm worked at 
Madsen Mines. He served overseas with the D. U. 
Manitoba Dragoons. After the war he came to Fort 
William. There he met and married Edna Wait. They 
still reside in Fort William (now Thunder Bay). Joe 
works at Canada Corporation. 

Ruth worked in Winnipeg for awhile after leaving 
the farm. There she met and married Frank Wit
wicki. Frank served in the Navy. After the war they 
lived in Winnipeg and are now residing in 
Chilliwack, B.C. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Snell 
by Anne Dawson 

Mr. and Mrs. John Snell bought the Wimbledon 
Hotel, Stony Mountain, from Mrs. McLeod and 
lived in it for a great many years and raised their 
family. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Snell were great workers in 
the village, taking part in the Presbyterian Church 
later known as the United Church. 

Jack had the "telephone booth" in his main hall 
at the front of the building where the villagers could 
go and make phone calls. People who received a call 
and lived out of the village wold be contacted by one 
of the Snell family to come to the phone. Later on 



residents eventually had a telephone installed in their 
homes. 

Jack drove the mail daily to and from the post 
office which was located in Andrew Lindsay's gener
al store to the C.P.R. station which was located at the 
foot of the hill on the west side of the highway. At the 
same time he would bring the huge wooden box of 
bread which came from Winnipeg and on the return 
trip next day would take back the empty wooden 
bread box to the station. Daily he drove passengers to 
and from the station. He later purchased a truck. 

He operated a market garden at the west side of 
his hotel and with his lorry would call at each home to 
sell his produce. 

Jack Snell gave to the children and adults of the 
village something they might not have had if it were 
not for his interest in young people. 

In the winter he flooded his vegetable garden and 
made a skating rink. He built a high board fence all 
around it; this was an open air rink. He kept the ice in 
good condition. The young folk helped him scrape 
and clear the ice. It was here that the young folk 
learned to skate. He had a time set for youngsters, the 
hockey players and also for the adults. Season tickets 
were sold. From this he had some famous hockey 
players namely - Babe Pratt, Smiley Meronek, Gib 
Nordin and others. Charlie Kelpin and Cliff French 
coached the young in hockey. 

Carnivals were held and judged for best perfor
mance and costumes, also speed skating races and 
barrel-jumping. 

Mr. and Mrs. Snell built their own living quarters 
on the east side of the hotel so the dining room section 
of the hotel became home, too, as they would gather 
around the big wood stove to get warm. They even 
put their skates on and off in this room. 

The other part of the hotel he turned into suites 
which the new families coming to the "Mountain" 
would rent until they found homes of their own. 

The family after many years moved to Winnipeg. 
One of their sons Fred won distinction during the 
second World War. Both Mr. and Mrs. Snell passed 
away some years ago. 

The hotel burned in 1958. 
Mr. Harry Braithwaite "Old Harry" as he was 

known by the villagers lived with the Snell family 
and did the chores around the horse stable and vege
table garden. He passed away long before Mr. and 
Mrs. Snell. 

The Sparwood Family 
by Leona Olsen 

My grandparents on my father's side were Claus 
and Marie Sparvath. My grandmother's maiden 
name was Marie Hansen. They came to Canada by 
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boat in 1885 from Copenhagen Denmark, where they 
ran a large dairy farm. 

They had nine children, Peter, Charles, Katie 
(Signe), Rose, Jens, Hans, Annie, and two other 
boys whose names I can't remember. 

They settled in the Lilyfield district where they 
farmed for many years. They also lived in Rosser and 
the Balmoral district. Neil Stanbra lives on the farm 
where they used to live (in Balmoral). They then 
moved to Gunton where they lived until grandfather 
passed away. My grandmother moved to Teulon and 
lived in a little house in the same yard as her son Peter 
and his wife Florence. 

Uncle Pete and Aunt Florence had four daughters 
- Anne, Mabel, Rosina, and Marie. They are all 
married with families of their own. Uncle Pete met 
his wife Florence in Fannystelle, Manitoba. They 
both worked for Alvie and Dilly Minard. Dilly was 
"Aunt Dilly to everyone. She never heard the word 
Mrs. 

When U nde Pete and Aunt Florence were first 
married he drove street cars in Winnipeg. Then 
Grandpa and Uncle Charlie needed him to work on 
the farm, so he returned home. Then somewhere 
along the way he went back to Fannystelle and started 
farming in a big way. He had twenty four men work
ing for him some days so my Aunt had plenty of 
cooking to do. Sometimes she had very short notice 
to have a meal ready. But being a very efficient 
person she managed quite nicely. 

Fannystelle was quite barren in those days. 
Storms were very bad during the summer and winter. 
They finally left there as there was no rain nor crops 
for three years. Some of the farmers went broke. 

After leaving Fannystelle U ncIe Pete went to 
work on a dairy farm in Saskatchewan. One Sunday 
afternoon he and another fellow decided to take a 
drive to see how the crops were growing. Saskatche
wan is very hilly. Something went wrong with the 
steering of the Model T Ford and they turned over. 
Uncle Pete had his hip broke. It took the money he 
made to pay the doctor bills. He also worked for 
Parish Farms, John Burdette and Sons of Niverville 
also R. J. Speers of St. Boniface. 

Aunt Rose married Ed. Ratmand (a cattle buyer). 
They have one daughter, Edna Winters who lives in 
Garson, Manitoba. 

Aunt Kate married Wm. Lyne of Swift Current, 
Sask. They raised a family of five boys. Uncle 
Charlie served many years overseas in World War 1. 
He married Jane Slater and had one daughter and 
three sons. Annie married Ray Brown of Toronto and 
Hans died when a young lad. 

My grandparents on my mother's side were Al
fred and Elizabeth Vidler (nee Wolfe). They came to 



Canada on the Mayflower in 1906 from Lee Kent 
England, where grandfather was a baker, and settled 
in the Gunton district. They had eight daughters and 
two sons. The infant sons both passed away. 

The girls names are: 
Alice (Mrs. Tom Williams, Stonewall) 
Ellen (Mrs. Jens Sparvath, Gunton) (my mother) 
Ann (Mrs. Bill Martin, Gunton) 
Emily (Mrs. John McNaughten, Gunton) 
Mallisa (Mrs. Fred Gosling, Gunton) 
Gertrude (Mrs. Robert Cosens, Gunton) 
Grace (Mrs. Milton Good, Balmoral) 
Blanche (Mrs. George Dunn, formerly Mrs. 

Larence Martin, Gunton) 
All are living except Emily, and Ellen (my moth

er) who died of high blood pressure at the age of 51 
years. 

Grandfather was caretaker of the Gunton School 
until a few years before his death. He was also Mail 
Carrier for the C.PR. station in the local post office, 
which was operated by Mr. Frank Cockerill Sr. 
Grandmother passed away many years later in a pri
vate nursing home. 

Jens Sparvath (Sparwood) - In April 1917, 
Jens Sparvath married Ellen Rose Vidler (my mum 
and dad) of this marriage they were blessed with 
seven daughters. Their names are: Leona, Violet, 
Edna, Rhoda, Doreen, Irene and Beatrice, all are 
married with families of their own. 

Leona married Albert Moore of Gunton who 
raised seven children three boys and four girls. Al
bert passed away in January 1975. Later Leona mar
ried John Olsen of Inwood.. 

Violet married John Dunn of Gunton, and later 
married Mark Edmundson of Oakville, Man. after 
the passing of her first husband. They have four 
children altogether from these two marriages. Three 
girls and one boy. 

Edna married John McMahon from Teulon who 
passed away in 1978. They have two boys and four 
girls. One girl died in infancy. 

Rhoda married Russell Kunzelman of Inwood. 
They have one girl and five boys. 

Doreen married Steve Charison from Gunton. 
They have five girls. After Steve's death in 1980 
Doreen married Lloyd Campbell of Gunton. 

Irene married Joseph Pearson from Teulon now 
of Winnipeg. They have two girls and three boys. 

Beatrice married Oliver Hibbitt from Balmoral. 
They have one girl and one boy. Susan and Ken. 
Susan married Lloyd Heidahl from Stonewall and 
they were blessed with a little son Robert. Ken mar
ried Sharol Jensen from Teulon. 

My mother passed away at the age of fifty-one in 
1949. My father later married Mary McFee from 
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Erinview. They have one daughter Rosemary. Our 
youngest sister Rosemary, married Lyle Hodge from 
Teulon in 1978. They have one daughter Alison. 
They also live in Gunton. 

My dad farmed many years in the Gunton district 
and drove the School van for forty-five years. He is 
now retired and lives in Gunton. 

Thornhill and Jack Stewart 
SW 19-1.3-1E 
submitted by Audrey Gibbons 

In 1946 Thornhill and his brother Jack came back 
to the Grassmere district to live where they were both 
born. They bought the SW 19-13-lE where they 
raised hogs. They rented the land to their son-in-law 
Wilf. Gibbons. Since there was not a house on this 
quarter they proceeded to build one for themselves. 
Being so soon after World War II building material 
was very hard to come by. They would load a trailer 
behind a car with so many pieces of lumber from one 
lumber yard and then go onto another lumber yard for 
more, some of the boards being quite green. Even
tually they had a comfortable bungalow, with all the 
conveniences, when Hydro came in. As long as the 
Ekhart Store and Post Office remained open oper
ated by the Berthald Irwins they did their shopping 
there. It was quite common for them to have to walk 
down the railroad track, in the winter when the roads 
were blocked for days, for groceries and the mail. 
That makes one appreciate the better roads and good 
maintenance that our municipality provides now. 
Thornhill passed away at the age of 89 in 1967 and is 
buried in Brookside Cemetery beside his wife 
Blanche (Sawyer). Jack died in 1974 at the age of 87 
and is buried in Grassmere Cemetery. 

Their farm was sold to Ralph Coggan. 

Wm. Stewart 
SW 28-13-lE 
submitted by Audrey Gibbons 

Mr. Stewart was born in Fenelon Falls, Ont. in 
1845. He came to the Grassmere district to settle in 
1872. In 1877 he married Christina McArthur daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter McArthur, who were living 
on the S Y2 20-13-lE. Christina was born in OriIlia, 
Onto in 1856. She came to Grassmere with her par
ents and 6 sisters and 3 brothers in 1873-74. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart raised their family consist
ing of Thornhill, Catherine, Margaret, Arthur, Jack, 
Jessie and Ina on this location. Mr. Stewart bought 
and sold cattle, often herding them on horseback 
from Shoal Lake. He also butchered animals at home 
and delivered the meat in Winnipeg. In 1878 on April 
7th he broadcast a small acreage of wheat which gave 
a rewarding return. One can picture the work to 



prepare that piece of land in readiness. The 
Grassmere teachers often boarded with them. One 
name that comes to mind is Miss Barbara Stratton. 
From Grassmere they moved to Winnipeg, then to 
Narcisse, Man. Mr. and Mrs. Stewart died in January 
1926 one week apart while spending the winter in 
Winnipeg with their daughter. They are buried in the 
Grassmere cemetery. 

Walter and Ethel Stewart 
by Lloyd and Darlene Stewart 

Walter and Ethel Stewart. 

Walter Allan Stewart was born at Fort 
Qu' Appelle, Saskatchewan, in 1893. he married Eth
el May Morrison, of Argyle, in 1925, and they lived 
in the Lilyfield district until 1945. They had eight 
children, Doreen, Alex, Glenn, Murray, Beryl, 
Keith, Ken and Lloyd. The family then purchased the 
Albert Mollard farm and moved to Balmoral. Walter 
died in 1951. Ethel stayed on the farm until 1968 and 
then moved to Stonewall. She died in 1971. 

Doreen married Bob Appleyard of Grosse Isle in 
1951, and they farm at Balmoral. They have four 
children. Allan is married to Kathy Meyers of Bal
moral. Glenn married Sharon Noren of Stonewall,. 
and they have twin girls, Chery I and Lori. Linda 
married David Tyerman of Stonewall and they have 
two girls, Kelly and Tricia. Lorna married Dale 
Baker of Stony Mountain. 

Alex married Joyce Snell of Argyle in 1958. They 
farm at Balmoral. They have four children, Wendy 
and Rick Snell, and Jim and Lori. Wendy married 
Kim Lillies of Stonewall. They have two children, 
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Cindy and Gordon. Rick married Margaret Meyers 
of Balmoral. 

Glen married Kitty Good of Balmoral in 1955 and 
they farm at Argyle. They have three children, Wal
ter, Tricia and Raymond. Walter is married to Donna 
Last of Argyle. 

Murray is married to Ruby McFee of Grosse Isle. 
They were married in 1953, and are now living in 
Manitou. They have seven children, Kenneth, 
Arlene, Beverly, Bob, Ron, Don and Gordon. Ken 
married Myrna Dew of Stonewall. Arlene is married 
to Laurie Deprez of Stony Mountain and they have 
two children, Derek and Leah. Beverly married Eric 
Atkins of La Riviere. Bob married Nancy Young of 
Winnipeg and they have one daughter, Melissa. 

Beryl married Sam Good of Balmoral in 1956, 
and they farm at Balmoral. They had ten children, six 
sons and four daughters, Douglas, Gary, Kathy, Kev
in, Sandra, Scott, Trevor, John, Donna and Patti. 
Trevor passed away in 1978. 

Keith married Mary Kohut of Emerson in 1959. 
They have three sons, Bill, John and Walter. They 
reside in Winnipeg. 

Kenneth married Marilyn Munro of Warren in 
1964, and they live in Balmoral. They have two 
daughters, Judy and Kim. 

Lloyd married Darlene Fisher of Stonewall, in 
1968, and they live on the home farm at Balmoral. 
They have three children, Michelle, Lisa and Mur
ray. 

The Stonhouse Family 
submitted by Norma Brown 

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Stonhouse. 



Charles and Ethelyn Stonhouse with their three 
oldest children, Glenn, Norma and Roy, came to 
Balmoral in 1908. Ross and Alison were born at 
Balmoral. They bought the farm cornering on the 
village and lived for fifteen years in what had been a 
log house and store and Post Office, owned at one 
time, by William Ashdown, a brother of 1. H. Ash
down. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Stonhouse were interested in 
the community, especially school and church. They 
did what they could to promote the consolidation of 
the schools so their children and others would have 
the benefit of a higher education. Charles was a 
trustee for a time. 

They were keenly interested in the work of the 
church, first the Methodist then the United. A Union 
Sunday School was formed long before Church 
Union. Mrs. Stonhouse had a fine Organized Bible 
Class of young people. Later she was S.S. Superin
tendent for a number of years. Charles was on the 
Church Board. 

Glenn taught school then got interested in the 
railway. He was working as agent-operator when he 
died suddenly in a Saskatoon hospital. 

Norma taught school for three years then married 
Orville Brown of Sperling. They raised a family of 
one boy and five girls. After Orville died in 1953 
Norman and the younger girls moved to Winnipeg 
where the girls had better educational advantages. 
She is still living in Winnipeg. 

Roy was employed by1he Winnipeg Transit. He 
married Rita Davidson and they lived in Winnipeg till 
Roy retired, then they moved to Maple Ridge 
(Haney), B.C. They are living in a Senior Citizen's 
Co-op Village which Roy helped to promote. 

Alison married Edna Stanbra and they were the 
first of the family to move to British Columbia. He 
has spent his working years operating heavy equip
ment, building roads etc. They have four daughters 
all living in B.C. Alison and Edna live in New 
Westminster. 

Ross stayed in Balmoral and helped his father on 
the farm till they sold out in 1937 and went to B.C. 
Ross married a B.C. girl, Eileen Lane. He worked in 
a sawmill then later drove for McGavin's Bread. 
They had two daughters but both died young. Ross 
and Eileen live in Nanaimo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stonhouse lived to celebrate their 
60th wedding annivesary January 1st, 1962. Mrs. 
Stonhouse died within that year and he died the next 
Spring. They had lived nearly all their best working 
years at Balmoral. 
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The Stratton Family 
submitted by Norma Brown 

Mrs. Anna Stratton and family emigrated from 
Shiloh, Ontario in 1892-1894. Some of the family 
went to California and the rest to Stonewall. They 
purchased a home widely known as "Greystone 
Lodge". It was Mrs. Stratton's home till she died in 
1923. She and other members of the family went to 
California for a while but eventually they were all 
back in Manitoba, mostly in Stonewall. 

Miss Mary adopted and cared for a much 
younger cousin, Claudine Lawrence, who was al
most blind. Under Mary's care and guidance she 
acquired many skills, typing, knitting, piano, etc. 
Mary never had good health and when she realized 
that there was a strong possibility that Claudine 
would out-live her she arranged for Braille lessons 
for her. Miss Mary did lovely sewing and spent a lot 
of time making nice dresses for her nieces and other 
children. In her obituary was the very apt scripture 
quotation "and they gathered around showing the 
coats and garments that Dorcas had made" . 

Eunice was also a capable seamstress and did 
sewing and tailoring for other people. She married 
Mr. George Musgrove and was often seen helping in 
Musgrove's store. 

At one time Ira and John owned and edited the 
Stonewall Argus. Miss Barbara worked on the paper 
as well as being Postmistress. She had taught school 
in rural Manitoba and finally went back to teaching. 
She taught Grade VII in Stonewall school until she 
retired. The family all had intense interest in their 
church. Barbara had a Young people's class in the 
Methodist Sunday School. Through school and Sun
day School she influenced the lives of countless 
young people. 

Ira and his characteristic interest in education 
worked through the Department of Education as Of
ficial Trustee for schools in outlying areas. He was 
assisted in this work by John. Ira married Mary 
Oughton. They had a family of three Wilfred, 
Edith and Ruth. Wilfred died young leaving a wife 
and two small boys. Edith married Jim Ashbury. 
They live in Vancouver. Ruth married Alec 
Cresswell. They have made a home for four adopted 
children in Kelowna, B.C. 

Biena married Charles Glenn in California. They 
and their family, Scott and Marjorie, were the last to 
arrive in Stonewall and were there for only a few 
years when they went to Winnipeg. 

John had an interesting life. People who knew 
him will understand how he came to be anchor-man 
for their famous tug-of-warteam. He was Town Con
stable, and also Provincial Police for a while. He and 
his wife Nettie had a family of four, Arthur, AIda, 



Connie and Thurza. Arthur, AIda and Thurza all 
taught school. As a family they were fond of music 
and AIda and Connie were both in the Union Choir, 
conducted by H. 0. May and accompanied by Mrs. 
May. 

Will taught in rural schools in Manitoba then he 
became a Methodist minister. He married Eva Scott 
of Warren. They had two sons, Douglas and Hillis. 
His preaching fields were in Saskatchewan and Al
berta. Upon retirement they moved to the coastal 
area. 

Sadie (Sarah) and Ethelyn both taught school and 
both married men in the Neepawa-Brookdale dis
trict. Sadie married Frank Murray and lived in that 
area for a few years. They moved with their family to 
the Stonewall district in 1916. The family, Anna, 
Mabel, Franklin, Alice, Ethel and Claire, grew up in 
the district and received most of their education in the 
Stonewall schools. 

Ethel and her husband, Charles Stonhouse 
moved to Balmoral with their three oldest children, 
Glenn, Norma and Roy, in 1908. Ross and Alison 
were born at Balmoral. They all grew up and got their 
education at Balmoral. 

In the Stratton family those young lives sacrificed 
in World War II were Arthur Stratton and May 
(Robinson) Stratton's two oldest boys, Grant and 
Keith, and Franklin Murray. There are no Strattons 
now, in Stonewall or Balmoral, but there are people 
who remember and plots in the cemeteries. 

William Storey 
by A. Mollard 

William Storey was born in Woodstock, Ontario 

William Storey. 
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in 1840, married Jane Wood also of Ontario. They 
came west and settled in the Balmoral district where 
his wife passed away at an early age. Later he and his 
family moved to the NW Y4 19-14-2E, mile north of 
Centre School. 

His son, Thomas, was married in 1914 to Lavinia 
Holewell who had come from Hastings, England in 
1910. William then lived among the members of his 
family until his death in 1920. For a short time Tom 
farmed in the Argyle district, then purchased the SW 
Y4 19-14-2E, Y4 mile north of Centre School. He had 
been interested in football, hunting and really en
joyed dancing. 

They raised three daughters, Alberta (Mrs. 1. D. 
Mollard, Winnipeg), Alice (Mrs. A. 1. Lawrence, 
Balmoral- deceased in 1976), Doris (Mrs. D. H. 
Raynor, Winnipeg). Also there are seven grand
children and ten great-grandchildren. 

Thomas and Lavinia Storey wedding in 1914. Rev. Whillans, 
minister and bride and groom in back seat. Front: Arthur 
Holewell and Marjorie (Good) Cathcart. 

In 1943 Tom acquired the old farm, % mile north 
of Centre School, from which he retired to the Vil
lage of Balmoral until his death in 1961. He was 
affiliated with the Victoria Presbyterian Church, now 
(Victoria United). 

Stutsky Family History 
On the 20th of July, 1898, 14 year old Joseph 

Stutsky came to Canada with his parents from the 
country of Trembolea, Austria. This is his story: 

After arriving in Halifax, we travelled by train to 
Winnipeg, and then to Stonewall. Enduring mos
quitoes, swamps and mud, we finally arrived at our 
homestead in Foley. 

The following year my Mother (Teenie 
Yastremski) died. My Father, Iwan, (John) was 43 
years old and left with 7 children to care for. In 1899 
Dad married Mrs. Mary Bochurka, a mother of 



three. They had three children of their own and we 
became a family of thirteen. 

To help provide for our large family, I worked on 
the farm in the summer and hauled freight in the 
winter. I drove a team of horses delivering whitefish 
from Norway House to Gimli and Selkirk. I also 
hauled water to the Thomas Saw Mill in Ames. There 
I met Frances Biluk, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Biluk, who worked there cooking and cleaning. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Biluk and their three children 
immigrated to Canada in 1902. They travelled from 
Montreal to Winnipeg, then continued on to York
ton, Saskatchewan. The next year they returned to 
Stonewall and Elias Chreptyk brought them to Pleas
ant Home where they settled on the Stefan Dragon 
homestead. 

Frances, Lloyd and Joseph Stutsky. 

Joseph and Frances were married in 1908 and 
settled in the Foley district. Later they homesteaded 
160 acres in Ames. In order to provide schooling for 
his children, Joseph sold his homestead in Ames and 
in 1921 he bought a quarter section of bush in Pleas
ant Home. They quickly set to work with axe and 
saw, cutting logs and clearing bush to build their log 
home. From home, the children had a three mile 
walk, one way, in order to attend Plum Ridge School. 

That first summer their home was threatened by 
fire. In order to contain the blaze they fought with 
wet bags, digging by hand, and a little ploughing. 
The only water available came from dugouts. Fearing 
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the worst, Joe and his family removed their furniture 
and belongings from the house and placed it in the 
middle of the yard, ready to be loaded on a wagon. 
They were prepared to head westward should it look 
like the blaze could not be contained, but finally, in 
answer to their prayers, a little rain came. 

Joe and Frances and their eleven children con
tinued to clear their land for cultivation. For 21 win
ters Joe travelled nine miles to the lake at Winnipeg 
Beach where he cut ice with an ice plough and saw. 
These huge blocks of ice, ranging in size from 22" x 
44/1 X 16/1 (500 lbs.) to 22/1 x 44/1 X 62" (2,000 lbs.) 
were loaded on his sleigh and delivered either locally 
to ice houses in Winnipeg Beach or on box cars 
destined for the Arctic Ice Company in Winnipeg. 
These large blocks had to be made smaller, and these 
in tum were sold to individuals for use in their ice 
boxes which served as our fridges and freezers do 
today. 

Joseph continued farming until his retirement in 
the fifties. He died in May of 1975. Frances con
tinues to live with her son and daughter-in-law, Sam 
and Ann on the family farm. 

Their eleven children are: Edward, Eileen, Bill, 
Olive, Sam, Frank, Tony, Dave, Gladys, Jean and 
Lloyd. 

Edward John: Edward was born in 1910. As a 
young man he operated a wood-sawing outfit and 
during the winters he cut wood for the neighbours, 
usually with the help of one of his brothers. The 
charge for this was 75¢ an hour, irregardless of how 
many were working. In 1922, at 12 years of age, his 
Dad got a contract for two miles of drainage con
struction, and Ed and his sister Eileen, with a team of 
horses and a slusher (scraper), hauled and dumped 
dirt for the drainage. Being the eldest, he often 
warked with his Dad on the ice, and when he was 19, 
he hauled ice to customers at Winnipeg Beach. In 
1936 he married Tinnie Twerdun and in 1937 they 
moved a mile south of his parent's home and began 
farming on his own. He continued to farm until his 
retirement. From this marriage there wwere 5 chil
dren: 

Shirley - married to Harold Kletke in 1955. 
They now farm south-east of Teulon, specializing in 
the pedigree seed business. They have 2 boys. 

Monty - married to Victor Jacobson in 1959. 
They both live and work in Winnipeg. They have 2 
boys and 1 girl. 

Edward - married to Maureen Dicks in 1963. In 
1971 he moved to the family farm and in 1980 took 
over the farm from his parents. They have one boy. 

Frances - married to Percy Hryciw in 1964. 
They live at Komamo and both work in Winnipeg. 
They have a girl and a boy. 



Audrey - married to Lawrence Kiesman in 
1965. They recently opened their own business -
Lome's Custom Cutting, where they cut and wrap 
meat for customers. They have 3 girls and 2 boys. 

Ann Eileen: Born in 1911, she moved to Win
nipeg, then to Ontario at an early age where she 
married Peter Val en court. There were no children 
from this marriage. She still resides in Ontario. 

Charles William: Born in 1914, he moved to 
Ontario and worked in the mines for a number of 
years. He then moved to the city of Thunder Bay 
where he met and married Dorothy Nachuk. He then 
worked for a road construction firm until his retire
ment. They have three daughters who are now all 
married Patricia, Sheila and Joy. 

Olive Tinnie: Born in 1916, she worked in sev
eral places, then married Nicholas Chorney. After 
her husband's death she continued to work for Simp
son Sears until her retirement. They had two children 
- Robert and Beverley. 

Samuel Joseph: Born in 1918, Sam mainly re
mained on the family farm helping his father. He 
married Ann Newediuk in 1952. At present, Sam still 
farms and works out at seasonal labour. They have 
eight children: 

Margaret married to Roger Boucher in 1974. 
They live in Winnipeg and have 1 boy. 

Allan - married to Donna Reykdal in 1976. He 
works for his Father-in-Law who has a Modem Dai
ries franchise. They have a girl and a boy. 

Terry-Lynn - married to Sam Hofer in 1981. 
They live on a farm in Matsqui Prairie, British Co
lumbia. 

Grant- married to Debbie Dueck in 1981. They 
live and work in Winnipeg. 

Gary works at "The Workshop" in Stonewall 
and lives at home. Rose, Laurence and Johnny all go 
to school and live at home. 

Frank Stanley: Born in 1920, he worked in 
Ontario in the gold mines for a time. He returned 
home, bought a farm, and met and married Mary 
Hykawy in 1948. He has since sold his farm and 
works at construction. They have six children: 

Brian - lives in Vancouver, British Columbia 
and works for The Bay Travel Service. 

Patrick - lives in Winnipeg and is manager for 
Imperial Roadways. 

Michael married to Donna Rubashewsky in 
1979, he works for the Glenlea Research Station. 
They have one boy. 

Robert lives in Winnipeg and works for the 
University of Manitoba in research. 

Sandra -lives in Vancouver, British Columbia. 
Connie lives at home and goes to school. 
Anthony Fred: Born in 1924, he worked for 
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Wood's Garage in Teulon then joined the Air Force 
from 1942 to 1946. He then took employment with 
numerous construction firms. He married Ann Bass 
in 1951 and they have six children-Gerald, Ronald, 
Gail, Kelvin, Raymond and Mark. 

David Peter: Born in 1925, he worked on the 
family farm until 1948, then worked in Thunder Bay 
at a saw mill for two winters. He returned home, 
married Katherine Smigelski in 1950 and settled in 
the Pleasant Home district. He farmed 80 acres and 
worked out at different jobs, including the Gimli 
Airport, to subsidize the farm. Later he bought more 
land and now farms full time. They have two chil
dren. 

Karen is a head nurse in a hospital in Los 
Angeles, California. 

Wendy - married Hank Tchir who is a manager 
for Beaver Lumber Company. They have two sons. 

Gladys Harriet: Born in 1926, she married Ted 
Ominski in 1951 and they now reside in Alberta 
where they have their own advertising business. 
They have two girls - Lois and Janice. 

Jean Margaret: Born in 1928, she married Ed 
Ominski who is now deceased. She works for the 
Hudson's Bay Company in Winnipeg. They had four 
children - Valerie, Glen, Pamela and Kimberly. 

Lloyd Percy: Born in 1932, he made a career in 
the Armed Forces. He is now retired and living in 
Winnipeg. He married Pauline Leschyshyn of Teulon 
in 1954 and they have three children - Douglas, 
Gregory and Bonnie. 

Captain Donald Sutherland 
Donald Sutherland was born in Thurso, Scotland 

in the year 1858. After leaving school the call of the 
sea came to him, and he served his apprenticeship in 
sailing over the Seven Seas. For many years he 
commanded liners between Scotland and the Con
tinent serving with the Geo. Gibson Co. of Leith. 

During the war of 1914-1918 he was stationed in 
Gt. Yarmouth, England as a Trinity House Pilot con
voying vessels through the mine fields. He was one 
of those who ran the blockade of Antwerp and North
ern Belgium when that country was in the hands of 
the Germans. Twice while in this service his steam
ers, hospital ships were torpedoed by Germans in the 
North Sea. Each time he escaped drowning. 

After the war he returned to Scotland for a few 
years. In 1925 he and his wife the former Sarah Stuart 
Fraser and daughter Mairriie left for Manitoba to join 
his son Donnie who had earlier immigrated to Cana
da. The family farmed for eight years in the 
Grassmere district on 18-13-1E. The" Captain" as he 
was familiarly known to his many friends died in July 
of 1933. He had been a member of Grassmere United 



Church, a charter member of Stonewall Legion, and 
the Winnipeg Cutty Sark Club. He was also a mason 
of the Scottish Rite. 

Mrs. Sutherland, a graduate of Edinburgh Teach
er's College, had taught school in New Cumnack and 
Edinburgh Scotland before her marriage. In Canada 
she took part in the work of Grassmere United 
Church of which she, too, was a member. She died in 
April of 1936. Both are buried in Grassmere Ceme
tery. 

In 1936 Donnie decided to seek his fortunes in 
B.C. at Trail where he was employed with Consoli
dated Mining and Smelting Co. "Cominco", first as 
a farm hand then up through the fertilizer plant to 
"Sales" in Calgary. He returned to Trail where he 
was Supervisor of Personnel until his retirement in 
1967. He and his wife, Nancy now live in Victoria. 

Maimie attended Grosse Isle School and gradu
ated from Winnipeg Normal School in 1931. She 
taught at Grandview, Tecumseh, and East Brandon. 
In 1938 she married Charles Granger of Rounth
waite, Manager of Manitoba Pool Elevators there. In 
1952 he and his family were transferred to Warren, 
Manitoba where he remained with the system until he 
retired in 1973 to Brandon. He died in 1979. A son 
Stuart, with the City of Brandon Recreation Depart
ment, and his wife Levina have a son and a daughter. 
A daughter Barbara taught school in Stonewall for 
several years. She is married to Tom Riddell of 
Warren. They have a son and a daughter and live in 
Warren. 

The Sutherlands 
by Unknown 

Ebenezer Ross Sutherland, born March 14,1849, 
on a farm between Embro and Woodstock, Ontario, 
was the son of James and Williamina (nee Ross) 
Sutherland, early Scottish settlers in the region. In 
1870 he came west via the Great Lakes and the 
Dawson Trail to Winnipeg and then to Lower Fort 
Garry where he followed his trade as a carpenter. He 
was for a time in partnership with Mr. A. R. Mitchell 
under the firm name of "Mitchell and Sutherland" in 
Stonewall. They built Rockwood School in 1884 and 
a number of homes and buildings in the area. 

Mr. Sutherland homesteaded the SE Y429-14-2E 
where he built the first frame house in the district 
which stood on what is now the Roberts farm until 
1966. 

During the North West Rebellion, 1885, Mr. 
Sutherland served as a sergeant with "D" company 
95th Battalion ofthe Manitoba Grenadiers. He was a 
Councillor of Rockwood Municipality 1884-85 and 
Reeve from 1913-16 as well as a school trustee. He 
took an active part in various farm organizations, 
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especially "The Patrons of Industry" in 1890. He 
was a staunch Presbyterian and helped with the build
ing of Victoria Church and was on the first board of 
trustees. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Sutherland and family. 

In 1886 he married Sarah Mallard, daughter of 
Charles and Hannah (nee Dewsbury) Mallard, early 
settlers of the Victoria District. Sarah was born at 
Grand Bend, Ontario in 1862 and came west with her 
family in 1874, up the Red River from St. Paul. 

The Sutherlands had three daughters and five 
sons - Wiliamina (Mrs. David Cordiner), Hannah 
(Mrs. Amos McDonald), Margaret (died in infancy), 
Charles Albert, James Ross, Ebenezer Mallard, 
David Edward and Alfred Percy. Jim served overseas 
during the First World War with the 44th Canadian 
Infantry and was wounded at Vimy Ridge. He was in 
the Real Estate Business for many years with offices 
in the Winnipeg Grain Exchange building. Charlie 
and his wife Mae (nee Keith) were well known for 
their restaurant "Sutherland's Cafe" at Winnipeg 
Beach. 

Hannah married Amos McDonald and farmed in 
the Gunton ara. Their son Ross still operates the 
farm. Eben and his wife Mary (nee Bowler) lived in 
Stonewall for many years and then moved to Stony 
Mountain where he was employed at the Penitentiary. 

Dave and his wife Nellie (nee Gadd) had a truck
ing business in Vulcan and Calgary, Alberta. Percy 
and his wife Ruth (nee Windatt) lived for many years 
in Detroit, Michigan. 

Mina married David Cordiner, a lay Minister, 
from Peterhead, Scotland in 1927 and they took over 
the family farm. Mina was secretary of the Sunday 
School and also organist at Victoria church for a 
time. Mr. Cordiner served as trustee of Good Hope 
school and on occasion took the service at Victoria 
Church. They had two daughters, Margaret (Mrs. B. 
E. Brookes), and Mae (Mrs. W. R. Newton). The 



First frame home in the district built by Mr. Sutherland. 

farm was sold to Mr. and Mrs. H. Roberts in 1947. 
Mr. Sutherland died February 7, 1918 and Mrs. 
Sutherland April 14, 1942. 

The Taplin Family 

Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Taplin, 1909. 

Alfred Taplin, came from England with a friend, 
at the age of eleven, to Orangeville, Ontario. Sixteen 
years later, he moved west to the Grassmere district. 
He worked for Wm. Stewart. 

In 1887, he bought the SW 31-13-lE. He married 
Jeannie Barnet from Scotland. They raised a family 
of one girl- Rita, and two boys Cerce (A.G.), 
and John. 

Rita married Bob Comrie. They lived in the 
Lilyfield district, where they farmed. They had a 
family of two sons Bert and George, and one 
daughter Audrey. Rita was predeceased by her 
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husband, Bob, in 1949, and her daughter Audrey, in 
1972. She is presently residing in Middlechurch 
Home. 

John married Bessie Burgess and lived in the area 
all his life. John and Bessie raised one daughter, 
Eileen. John died at Inwood on November 2, 1949. 
Bessie and Eileen are presently residing in Win
nipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Taplin. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Taplin and Family. Back Row: Fred, Ken, 
Don, Lloyd. Front Row: Orv., Mr. and Mrs. Taplin, Ray. 



In 1919, Cerce took over the family farm. In 
1924, he married Eva Metcalfe, who had immigrated 
from Lorenz, Iowa, with her family at the age of five. 
Together, they raised a family of six boys. The farm 
was their home until their retirement to Stonewall in 
1966. Cerce passed away in 1979. Eva is presently 
residing in Rosewood Lodge, Stonewall. 

During his younger years, Cerce was not unlike 
many of the men of his era. He was known to be a 
frequent horse-trader. It was not uncommon for him 
to leave for town with one team, and return with a 
different one. 

At the age often, he hauled water with horses and 
a stoneboat for the crew, building the railway from 
Grosse Isle north. 

Along with clearing and breaking his farm, Cerce 
spent many winters and off seasons in the summer, 
hauling gravel, dragging roads, and doing general 
road work with his horses. He hauled sand with team 
and wagon from the Ekhart pit to Stonewall, for the 
building of the Stonewall Post Office - now the 
Regional Library. 

Cerce was active in the community U.F.M. 
(United Farmers of Manitoba) at Grassmere, Argyle 
Social Club and Curling Club. He was a member of 
the Grassmere School Board and chairman for many 
years. He belonged to the United Church. 

Orval, the oldest of their six sons, owns the 
family farm. Orv married Shirley Fright from Little 
Mountain district and raised two daughters - Mar
lene and Merle. Marlene - Mrs. Olson, has two 
daughters - Tammy and Kimberly. 

Ray, of Balmoral, married Elza Ryden, from 
Eriksdale. They have three daughters - Janice, San
dra and Judy. Judy is married to Marcel Delannoy of 
Eddystone. 

Don, of Stonewall, married Muriel Griffin from 
Woodlands. They have three sons, George, whose 
wife was the former Paulette La Clare from Win
nipeg. Murray, and Keith, and one daughter, Donna, 
Mrs. Joe Kleinsasser of Stonewall who has two sons, 
Hans and Eric. 

Fred, of Argyle, married Elaine Mack from 
Woodlands. They have three daughters - Brenda, 
Karen, and Cathy and one son, Wesley. Brenda, Mrs. 
Morrison, has two children Trevor and Leah. 
Karen is married to David Crockatt from Warren. 

Lioyd, also of Argyle, married Audrey Lawrence 
from Argyle. They have two children, Ken and Faye. 
Ken married Jacqueline Newton from Stony Moun
tain. 

Ken, of Glidden, Saskatchewan married Sharon 
Johnston, from Swift Current. They have four sons 
- Doug, Bruce, Trevor, and Steve. 

365 

George and Catherine Thexton 
submitted by niece Jean Rootsaert 

Catherine was born in Balmoral, the daughter of 
John Henry and Alexa Slater. The Slater home was 
just across the road from lackfish Creek, a magical 
place for all of Catherine's young life. During school 
days, she took an active part in sports, especially 
softball, skating and track events. During teen years, 
camping along Lake Winnipeg with the Vincent's 
and the Balmoral Girl Guides were summer high
lights. 

George Thexton, Catherine Slater, 1938. 

George was born in his Grandmother's house 
along the Red River at Little Britain. His parents, 
Everett and Lucybelle Thexton farmed in the 
Hazelridge district and the children attended Cook's 
Creek School. In 1928, George's father died as the 
result of a threshing accident. Later, in 1937, Mrs. 
Thexton and the family Lillian, Stewart, Fern, 
George, Islay, Bruce, and Mae - moved first to 
Gunton and then to the Balmoral district. 

Catherine graduated from the Provincial Normal 
School in 1939 and began teaching in one-roomed 
rnral schools, first at Middleton, near Manitou, and 
later, at Blaris in the Miniota S.D. George had been' 
working for local farmers, but secured employment 
with the C.N .R. in British Columbia. Before long, 
he joined the R.C.A.F. 

They were married in Winnipeg in February, 
1943, by The Reverend L. L. Meech, a beloved 
former Balmoral United Church minister. At the 
time, George was on leave from his station at Sydney, 
Nova Scotia, and Catherine was employed by the Lac 
du Bonnet S.D. 

Later that spring, George sailed from New York 
on the Queen Elizabeth for overseas duty. From 
among the twenty-two thousand men on board, he 
found his brother, Stewart, who was with the Ar-



moured Corps. Also, on board was Catherine's cous
in, Lyle Slater, from Inkerman, Ontario. Lyle was 
with the Motor Transport Section, R.C.A.F. Cath
erine continued teaching while George was overseas. 

The war ended in 1945 and George returned in 
September of that year and resumed his work with the 
C.N.R. 

The love of the land was strong in both George 
and Catherine and they purchased their farm, the NE 
V4 31-14-2E on April 1, 1949. About five years later, 
George began working as a technician for the Stone
wall Cattle Breeders Association. Later, he pur
chased the northern part of the area, and continued in 
this business until May, 1980. Over the years, 
George has had a strong interest in gardening. Each 
year he has planted trees - to a present total of over a 
thousand on the quarter section. 

In 1955, Catherine became involved in research
ing and writing the histories of Balmoral, Ridgeway, 
and Victoria United Church. These stories formed a 
part of Rockwood Echoes, published in 1960. The 
next year, Catherine began teaching with the Win
nipeg S.D. #1. In 1963, she obtained a year's leave of 
absence (which became three), and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1966. Next, there were 
eleven years of teaching biology at St. John's High 
SchooL After another year's leave of absence, Cath
erine obtained her Master's Degree in Education. 
The module, composed for the thesis, was purchased 
by the Manitoba Department of Education for use in 
Manitoba schools. 

The Women's Division of the Winnipeg Teach
ers' Association honored Catherine in 1978 for her 
outstanding leadership contribution during her teach
ing career. This was especially for her work in curric
ulum development. The next year, her thesis was 
chosen as one of six from across Canada for a dis
tinguished achievement award from the University of 
Manitoba. Although retired, Catherine continues in 
science education on a free lance basis through her 
writings, recordings, and photographic work. In 
November, 1980, she began the research for 100 
Years of History in Rockwood Municipality. George 
and Catherine still reside on their farm in the Bal
moral district. There they enjoy their many friends, a 
large garden, and a natural area with a wide variety of 
wildlife. 

The Tiderman Family 
by Mrs. A. Loungsbury 

John and Maria Tiderman came from Sweden in 
1892. John was an engineer and sawyer in the lumber 
trades. He had been told by the Immigration officer 
that there were sawmills in Winnipeg and he would 
easily find employment. However, on arriving he 
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The Tiderman Family, 1908. L to R: John Dalstrom, Celie, 
Violet and Nora, Maria Tiderman with baby Doistrom, Henry 
and John. 

found, like many other immigrants, that he had been 
given false information. Fortunately he was able to 
get other work. When the Swedes started settling in 
the Norris Lake area, he and his wife decided to take 
their chances and moved there in 1899. Their home
stead was a mile south of Norris Lake School. They 
lived there until their house burned down, and then 
moved to the farm across from the school, where 
their grandson Leonard Hamaberg now lives. 

Their ambition was for a school and a church. 
The school was built in 1904 and we find the names of 
three of their family enrolled; Henry, Violet, and 
Nora. Then in 1907 the settlers organized the Swed
ish Baptist Church. The first meetings were held in 
the Tiderman home. they remained loyal and faithful 
members. 

Their eldest daughter, Celie, was married to John 
Dalstrom (a linotype operator) and they made their 
home in Winnipeg. The living members of their 
family are - Ivy Synder of Burnaby, B.C., Doris 
Goshalak, Chilliwack, B.C. and Bernice Dalstrom, 
St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Henry (1894-1942) married a teacher of Norris 
Lake School- Muriel Andrew of Balmoral. They 
lived in Winnipeg. They had four children Lloyd 
of Powell River, B.C., Eric of Transcona, Fern Mas
sey of Winnipeg, and Lois Neimeyer of Minneapolis, 
U.S.A. In 1951 Henry's widow was remarried to 
Lloyd Lounsbury of Winnipeg. 

Violet (1897-1974) married Adel Hamaberg and 



they made their home in Norris Lake. Their children 
Leonard, Roger, Courtney, Bob and Olive McMahon 
all live in the Teulon area. Florence Ferguson lives in 
Atikokan, Ontario. 

Eleanor (Nora) 1899-1945 married Scott Bar
bour of Ninette, Manitoba. They had two sons, 
Clifford and Raymond (1932-82). 

John Tiderman died in Teulon in 1920, Maria in 
1932. They rest in the Norris Lake Cemetery along 
with four grandchildren: Hugo, Elsie and Louise 
Dalstrom and Howard Hamaberg, also their son-in
law Scott Barbour. 

The Andrew Family 
submitted by Muriel D. Lounsbury 
Robert 1845-1924~ Ellen 1851-1916 

My grandparents, Robert and Ellen Andrew im-

Robert and Ellen Andrew. 

migrated from Listowell, Ontario to Balmoral in 
1876. There was areal family migration about then as 
Grandpa's three brothers William, Alfred and Os
wald came to settle in the area. Also two sisters and 
their husbands - Kate and Jesse Cosens who farmed 
west of Gunton, Hannah and Allan Bristow who 
lived east of Balmoral. 

My grandmother's two brothers came: Sam Holt 
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who settled west of Balmoral and Tom Holt who 
settled at Gunton. 

The brothers later left - William and Alfred to 
Maymont, Saskatchewan and Oswald to Minnedosa, 
Manitoba. 

Grandpa's parents (William 1808-90 and Eliza 
1802-91 Andrew) came and lived on the farm with 
Grandpa. They rest in Victoria Cemetery. 

The first years were difficult ones as a log house 
and barns had to be built, furniture made, gardens 
and fields plowed. There was no railway, so they had 
to drive by horses or oxen to Winnipeg for supplies. 
Roads were mere trails that were difficult to travel. 
Like other settlers they wanted a school for their 
children and a church. My grandfather was on the 
first church board for Victoria Church, later they 
went to Balmoral to the Methodist Church. 

They built their new house about 1900. They 
planted trees along both sides of the driveway and all 
around the buildings. They always had a big garden 
with fruit trees of all kinds. Now most of those trees 
are gone and as I drive by I miss them as they were a 
part of my childhood. 

They had eight children: Lily, Hillyard, Maria, 
Mabel, Edith, Minnie, Jack and Ella. 

Lily married Richard Fines. After farming for a 
while southwest of Balmoral they went to Maymont, 
Saskatchewan. They had three sons and two daugh
ters. All live in Saskatchewan. 

Hillyard (1873-1947) married Eva Howsam 
(1878-1964). They farmed three miles south of Bal
moral. Later they sold the farm and took over the 
blacksmith shop. In 1925 they moved to Eriksdale. 
They had four children; Muriel, Lloyd, Clifford and 
Bernice. 

Maria (1876-1967) married John Fines (a cousin 
of Richard) and lived north of Balmoral. They had 
four children: Gertrude, Harold, Raymond and Ver
non. Raymond still lives on the family farm. 

Mabel married Dan McKay and lived on the 
Main farm west of town. Later they went out to 
Armstrong, B.C. They had three sons: Percy, Cecil 
and Ivan. 

Edith (1883-1937) married Charles Shipley. 
They farmed south east of Balmoral. Their family 
were Mary Conner and Ronald. 

Minnie (1888-1973) married Roy Bristow. They 
lived on the Bristow homestead east of town, later 
moving south, across from Victoria Church. Their 
daughter Ellen died in her childhood. Robert sold the 
farm and he and his family live in Winnipeg. 

Robert John "Uncle Bobby Jack" as we used to 
call him, took over the farm after my grandfather's 
death. Later he sold out and went to New Brunswick, 
but returned to live in Winnipeg. 



Ella married Fletcher Johnson. They farmed at 
Grassy Lake and Claresholm, Alberta. Their daugh
ters Margaret and Louise live in Calgary. 

Robert and Ellen Andrew rest in Victoria Ceme
tery along with several of their family. 

The Howsam Family, Joseph 1851-1925 and 
Eliza 1852-1910 
submitted by Muriel D. Lounsbury 

Joseph and Sarah Howsam, 1913. 

My grandfather, Joseph Howsam, migrated from 
England when he was eighteen, settling in Uxbridge, 
Ontario. There he met and married Eliza Epton, then 
moving to Oshawa. 

In 1883 they carne to Winnipeg, and went to 
Woodroyd to homestead in 1886. A few years later 
they moved to Gunton to the farm now owned by the 
Smaldon family. 

My grandfather was a stone mason and brick 
layer. He had learned his trade in England and 
learned it well. He worked on the penitentiary at 
Stony Mountain and many other buildings in Rock
wood, such as the Municipal building in Stonewall 
(the stone wall around it is all his work). He did the 
stone work and plastering in the Balmoral United 
Church, also the Gunton United Church and many of 
the homes built at that time including my Grand
father Andrew's (a mile south of Balmoral). The 
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plaster in these buildings is still intact and some 
chimneys still in use. 

Both my grandparents were very interested in the 
schools and churches in their community. When liv
ing in Woodroyd they had Sunday School for the 
children in their horne. I recently met a Mrs. Stewart 
(Gladys Sims) who started Sunday School there 
when she was three years old. Grandpa was on the 
planning committee for Gunton Church and was on 
the first board and continued to be for many years. 
They had seven children: Edward, Eva, Alice, Olive, 
Ada, Franklin and Josephine. 

Edward (1876-1924) worked for the CPR at Big
gar, Saskatchewan. He had three sons and one daugh
ter: George, Joseph, Walter and Isabelle. 

Eva (1878-1964) married Hillyard Andrew of 
Balmoral. They had four children: Muriel, Lloyd, 
Clifford and Bernice. 

Alice (1880-1951) married Wexford Gillespie of 
Gunton. They lived in Gunton and Teulon. After 
Wexford served with the forces during the war of 
1914-18, they moved to Stony Mountain and later to 
Winnipeg. They had seven children: Evelyn, Bruce, 
Malcolm, Olive, Ivan, Orval and Oscar. 

Olive (1884-1962) married Donald McDonald of 
Gunton and lived east of town. Their son, Morgan, 
lives on the family farm. They had seven children 
Josephine, Evangeline, Donald, George, Morgan, 
Leslie and Kathleen. 

Ada married John Richmond of Winnipeg. John 
also served overseas in the War of 1914-18. They had 
two children, Rhoda and Wallace. 

Franklin (1890-1917) died overseas during the 
War of 1914-18 on December 25, 1917. 

Josephine (1897-1971) married Nelson Burr of 
Lenore, Manitoba. Later they went to Meyronne and 
Central Butte, Saskatchewan. They had five daugh
ters: Phyllis, Helen, Joyce, Alice and Hazel. 

After the death of his wife, Eliza, in 1910 my 
grandfather went to Stonewall to live. There he met 
and married Sarah Lund on June 8, 19l3. 

The three of them rest in the Stonewall Cemetery. 

The Tomyk Family 
submitted by John Lomyk 

My Father, Mr. John Tomyk was born in 1875 in a 
little village in Austria called Stawchani, Bukouina 
to John and Christina Tomyk. They were poor peas
ants, and at the age of eight, my Dad had to go to 
work for a rich farmer. Thus he was unable to go to 
school, so he had no formal education. He was quite 
young when he married Lena Gawyluk, who was 
also from the same Village. He saw no future in his 
native land, so when he heard about Canada from 
other people, he decided to venture out to the new 



land. On April 27 ,1907 he obtained his passport, and 
leaving his wife behind, he came to Canada. He 
arrived in Winnipeg, and not having any relatives or 
friends and not being able to speak a word of English 
he found life extremely difficult. At that time the 
railroad was hiring men for gang jobs and he was able 
to get on with them. The work was very hard and not 
being able to speak English made it much more 
difficult. In 1910 he got a job at the Stony Mountain 
quarries. Here he met up with Ukrainian people, 
some being from his native village in Austria, thus 
making his life a little more meaningful. He decided 
he had to learn to read and write so he could corre
spond with his relatives back home. He overcame 
that handicap and looked forward to getting weekly 
Ukrainian newspapers for the rest of his life. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Tomyk, Sr. 

Some time between 1910 and 1912 he bought a 
house in Stony Mountain. Having a home now, he 
was able to send for his wife to come and join him. 
She arrived in 1912. That same year he also helped 
his brother Mike with the ship fare to come to Cana
da. My Uncle Mike also got a job at the quarry. His 
wife did not want to come to Canada, so he lived with 
our family. Later he built himself a little house, but 
had his meals with us. 

In 1913 my Mother gave birth to a son, William. 
In order to get ahead, my Mother took in boarders, 
sometimes as many as 12 to 14 men. The living 
quarters were very cramped as their house had only 2 
rooms. She worked very hard. I, John, was born in 
1916. In 1918 my Dad and Uncle Mike bought the 
farm we still live on, six miles north of Stony Moun
tain. It was one half section of land. The quarters ran 
a mile long because the east and was nearly always 
flooded, and the west end was mostly bush. The only 
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thing on the farm was a well. In the fall of 1918, after 
the first snow fall, they moved their house from 
Stony Mountain to the farm, using four teams of 
horses and sleighs. They cut logs to build a bam and 
chicken coop. They also built an outdoor oven in 
which my Mother would bake many loaves of bread 
at one time. 

In 1921, my younger brother Fred, was born. We 
all attended Victoria School. Bill went to Stonewall 
High School for one term. However he found it hard 
walking to school and back home every day which 
was five miles, so he quit. Later, he went to work for 
the C.N.R. in Ontario. I quit going to school in 1929 
so I could help with work on the farm. 

In 1928 my Dad and Uncle Mike had an auction 
sale and split the partnership, each one owning their 
own quarter section. They started shipping milk in 
1924. I can remember hauling milk to the street car at 
Bennett Siding every morning with the horse and 
buggy or sleigh. Our work became a lot easier when 
the milk truck took over and came right to our farm. 
Then came the hard times! "The Dirty Thirties". We 
had a drought; and the grasshoppers cleaned up the 
rest. It was hard to make the payments on the farm, 
and many times we almost lost it. I can remember my 
Dad shipping two cows to Winnipeg and he didn't get 
enough money for them to pay for the freight. We 
depended a lot on the cows for the milk cheque was 
used to help buy our groceries. Times were very 
hard, but we always had food. My parents always 
welcomed the pedlars (who travelled with horses) to 
our table and gave them a bed for the night. Our farm 
got to be a regular stop over for many people. 

Then the War Years came. My brother Bill got 
married in 1939 to Mary Skorapata from Teulon. He 
continued to work for the railroad. They had one 
daughter Anne and two sons Andy and Willy. I mar
ried Olga Hucula in 1941 and we were poor as the 
proverbial "Church Mouse". I tried to get a job 
threshing, but no farmers could afford to hire help. 
They just helped each other. I finally got a con
struction job at an air force training centre for a few 
months. That winter I drove a milk truck. In the 
spring I came back to the farm to help Dad, as the 
work was getting to be too much for him. My brother 
Fred joined the army in 1943 and was sent overseas 
that same winter. He was fortunate to come back after 
the war ended. Ourfirst son Barry John was born in 
1943. In 1945 our second son Robert Harvey was 
born and in 1949 we had a daughter June Marilyn. 

In 1949 Barry started school so needless to say I 
started to take an interest in school affairs. I was 
elected a trustee and also accepted the secretary
treasurer position for the Victoria School district. 
This position I held until the school closed in 1967. 



John Tomyk Family and Dad. 

Also in 1949 Fred married Anne McDonald of Stony 
Mountain. Through the years they had two daughters 
Beverley and Sherri and one son Douglas. 

In 1951 my Uncle Mike was killed on the high
way, while walking to visit a neighbor. We bought his 
quarter section of land which was adjacent to ours. 
Bill and Mary moved back from Ontario and bought 
a small fann in the Victoria School district. They 
lived there for a few years, then moved to Winnipeg. 

In 1952, we took the farm over from my Dad. We 
worked very hard as we had to replace all the old 
buildings which by this time had deteriorated. We 
also continued to ship milk to Winnipeg. 

At this time because of my interest in dairying I 
became a leader of the Rockwood 4-H Dairy Calf 
Club. I spent 15 years with my children enjoying 
many achievement days at fairs and social gatherings 
with neighboring 4-H Clubs. Olga and I were also 
active in the Rockwood Agricultural Society for 
many years. 

Sorrow befell us in 1953 when Olga's Father, 
Harry Hucula died, and the very next day my Mother 
died. Our fourth child Kenneth Bryan was born in 
1960. In 1961 we again experienced sadness when my 
Dad died at the age of 85. In 1962 our youngest 
daughter Lori Lynn was born. My brother Bill died 
suddenly in 1967. His wife Mary now lives in Moos
emin, Sask. They have five grandchildren. Fred and 
Anne now live in Regina, Sask. and have seven 
grandchildren. 

The years go by all too quickly. Our children are 
all grown up. Our son Barry attended the University 
of Manitoba taking the Diploma course in Agricul
ture. He married Merle Pickell from Stonewall and 
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they have two daughters and one son. They reside and 
work in partnership on our home farm. Robert took a 
Civil Technology course at Red River Community 
College. He married Lynne Bylo of Ottawa and they 
have two sons and one daughter. They live in Delta, 
B.C. June attended the University of Manitoba and 
took Home Economics, and then taught school. She 
married Glen McKenzie who is also a teacher, and 
with their daughter they live in Swan River. Ken 
works and lives in Winnipeg and Lori is still at home 
and commutes to her job in Winnipeg. 

We indeed are very proud of our Ukrainian orig
in, traditions and culture. What a rich heritage we 
have, being blessed with five children and to date 
seven grandchildren. Through the years I have seen 
many changes and having lived for all but 2 years of 
my life on this farm, my roots are down very deep. 
Farm life, indeed, is hard work and long hours, but 
being a family fann and by working together for one 
purpose, to make it something we are proud of and 
also enjoyed doing it, has been most rewarding and 
all I could ever want. Besides it has been home to 
four generations of "The Tomyk Family". 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Staples Trick 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Staples Trick, 1940. 



The Tricks took up residence in the Rural Munic
ipality of Rockwood in the Spring of 1924, on the SW 
Y4 of 29-13-2E. The property was previously owned 
by Mr. Ray and Mr. Harry Yates. 

Charles Staples Trick was bom at Hampton, On
tario in 1883. He came to Manitoba in 1906 on a 
Harvesters' Excursion and decided to remain. He had 
a retail shoe store in Winnipeg for a number of years 
until he decided to retum to farming. 

Ethel Mary Trick (nee Bath) was bom in Dudley, 
England in 1885 and came to Canada with her two 
sisters in 1896 after the death of both her parents. She 
resided in Toronto until 1915 when she came to Win
nipeg to be married. 

Three children accompanied their parents to the 
farm in 1924 Charles Richard, Lillian Louise and 
James Douglas. Another son, Gordon Staples, was 
bom three years later. 

Farming operations were carried on by all mem
bers of the family while the children were receiving 
their education at Stonewall schools. Mr. Trick was 
particularly interested in Clydesdale horses and 
Holstein cattle. 

Mr. Trick took an active part in community af
fairs. He was interested in a number of farm organi
zations, especially the work of the Rockwood 
Agricultural Society where he served first as director, 
as President in 1929 and 1930 and then as Secretary
Treasurer for 23 years. He was a faithful member of 
the Masonic Order; he became a member of King 
Edward Lodge #93 when residing in Winnipeg, and 
later also joined Stonewall Lodge # 12 where he 
served as Worshipful Master in 1949. 

Mrs. Trick was also interested in community 
affairs but her greatest interest was her home and her 
family. 

At the outbreak of war in 1939 Dick joined the 
Winnipeg Grenadiers and the following year Doug 
joined the Royal Canadian Air Force. The rest of the 
family carried on the farm work until Dick's retum 
from overseas in 1946 when he took over the farm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Trick retired to Stonewall at that 
time and lived there until their deaths in 1967 and 
1980. 

Dick and Lillian continued to live in the com
munity and their histories will be found elsewhere in 
this book. 

Doug became a Flight-Lieutenant in the 
R.C.A.F. He completed 58 bomber missions over 
Europe and was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. He entered the insurance business after the 
war, and during the Korean war he re-enlisted in the 
R.C.A.F. and served in Canada and Europe. Upon 
retirement in 1964 he retumed to live in Stonewall 
where he died on July ¥SI. His children are: 
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Charlaine, Gordon, Deborah, Douglas, Kevin and 
Melanie. 

Gordon graduated from Stonewall Collegiate in 
1945 and continued his education at McGill Univer
sity, University of West em Ontario and University of 
London, England. He was employed by Defence 
Research Board of Canada (1953-56) and then took a 
position with Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co., 
Akron, Ohio (1956-71). He retumed to Canada in 
1971 and is at present Executive Director, Manitoba 
Research Council and Director, Technology Branch, 
Manitoba Department of Economic Development 
and Tourism. 

He married Ella Kenning of Stonewall and they 
have four children - Charles, David, Michael and 
Janice. 

and Mrs. Charles Richard 'I.tick 
Charles Richard Trick accompanied his parents, 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Staples Trick, to the Rural 
Municipality of Rockwood in 1924, at the age of 
eight. 

He received his education at Stonewall Schools 
and assisted in the farming operations during that 
time. He was an active member of the Junior Seed 
Growers and Dairy Calf Clubs. 

When war broke out in 1939, he joined the Win
nipeg Grenadiers. In June 1940, the regiment was 
assigned to guard duty in Jamaica for 15 months. He 
retumed to Canada for a month and during that time 
married Helen Margaret Sheldon daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Sheldon of Stonewall. His next posting 
was to Hong Kong where he arrived in November 
1941. Fighting broke out in December and on De
cember 19th, Dick was taken prisoner of war and 
spent the next four years in Hong Kong and Japan 
working in the ship yards and in the mines. 

In October, 1945, when hostilities ceased, Dick 
retumed home and following his discharge from the 
army in February 1946, he and Helen took over the 
family farm. 

Over the next 20 years he became a successful 
farmer and had an excellent herd of Holstein cattle. 

He was active in community affairs, particularly 
with a number of farm organizations. He was one of 
the founders of the Co-operative store in Stonewall 
and was President of that organization. in 1953. He 
was a Director of the Rockwood Milk Co-operative 
and also Director of Winnipeg District Milk Pro
ducers Co-operative Association Ltd. from 1954-58. 

Dick joined the Stonewall Branch #52, Royal 
Canadian Legion, in 1946 and has been a faithful 
member of that organization. He served as President 
in 1956, and was Service Officer for the Branch for 
25 years. In October, 1972, he was awarded the 



Meritorious Service Medal from the Dominion Com
mand. In 1981 he was made a Life Member of the 
Legion. 

During the years on the farm, Helen was kept 
more than busy raising a family and assisting with the 
farming and dairy operations. 

In 1966 Dick's ill health forced him to sell his 
dairy herd. All the cattle were purchased by Searle 
Farms in Selkirk. He then sold his farm and he and 
Helen retired to Stonewall where they are still living. 
They have three children James Richard, John 
Charles and Margaret Ann (Mrs. Robert 1. Sullivan). 

Lillian Louise Trick 
Lillian Louise Trick came to the Rural Munic

ipality of Rockwood in 1924 at the age of 6, with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Staples Trick. 

She received her education at the Stonewall 
Schools and assisted with the farm operations during 
that time. In 1935 she obtained employment in Mc
Conkey's General Store in Stonewall, where she re
mained until 1941, when she joined the staff of 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce at Stonewall 
as a teller. 

When her brother Dick took over the farm in 
1946, she moved with her parents from the farm to 
the Town of Stonewall. 

Over the years Lillian has been interested in 
various community projects. She curled for a number 
of years and was President of the Stonewall Ladies 
Curling Club in 1953. She is a member of Aurora 
Chapter #28, Order of the Eastern Star, and held 
various offices in this organization for over 30 years. 
She served as Worthy Matron in 1948. She has al
ways been interested in the work of the Church and 
since 1966 has served as Envelope Secretary for 
Stonewall United Church. 

In 1958 Lillian was appointed Accountant at the 
Stonewall branch of Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce, the first woman in the Manitoba-Sas
katchewan Region to hold that position. She retired 
from the Bank in 1980 and continues to make her 
home in Stonewall. 

William and Margaret Trump 
submitted by the Trump Family 

William Trump arrived in Canada in 1911 from 
England. Two years later, Margaret Dobson, who 
was born in the Lake District (Lanchashire) of En
gland, set sail for Canada on Friday, the 13th, 1913. 
William and Margaret met in Winnipeg and were 
married in S1. Jude's Church, June 2, 1914. 

William (Bill) Trump served with the Canadians 
during World War I. He was invalided to Winnipeg in 
1917, and two years later the family moved to Bal
moral. At first they lived and worked on the farm of 

372 

Horace Hawkins, the NW Y4 5-15-2E. Then for a 
short time, William was caretaker of the local school. 
In 1914, he became Balmoral's postmaster and con
tinued in this position until his retirement in the 
1940's. They spent their retirement years in St. 
James, Man. 

William and Margarete had three children, Jack, 
Norman, and Edith. All three attended school in 
Balmoral and took an active part in sports. 

Jack married Lillian Shewfelt, a Balmoral school 
teacher, in 1939. He served with the Canadian Forces 
from 1939 to 1945. In 1942 he was commissioned and 
served as a front line combat officer. Jack was 
honourably discharged in 1945. He and Lillian had 
three hildren, Brian, Douglas (deceased) and 
Melvin. 

Norman served with the R.C.A.F. during World 
War II. In 1945 he married Emily McDowell in 
England. Later in the same year he was honourably 
discharged. Norman and Emily had six children: 
Sandra, John, Sally, Leslie, Lawrence, and Ray
mond. Norman died in 1975. 

Edith married Cyril Bona. Most her working 
years were spent with the Federal Government. She 
retired about a year ago. 

William Trump 
submitted by Edith Bona 

William Trump was postmaster at Balmoral from 
1924 to 1951. William Trump arrived in Canada in 
1911 from England. He was born in Dorset in 1888. 
His wife, Margaret (Dobson), was born in the Lake 
District (Lancashire) of England. She was not a su
perstitious person having set sail for Canada on Fri
day the 13th, 1913. She had accompanied her future 
sister-in-law to Canada and was bridesmaid at the 
wedding in Eriksdale, Manitoba. The following year 
she and William Trump were married in St. Jude's 
Church, Winnipeg. 

During the war William and 3 brothers-in-law 
from Canada served King and country overseas. 
William was invalided home in 1917. 

After the war they moved to Balmoral where they 
first lived and worked on the farm of Horace 
Hawkins. For a short time he was caretaker of the 
local school then "Bid in" for the contract as 
Postmaster. 

After he retired, Mr. and Mrs. Trump moved to 
St. James. 

The Unger Family 
submitted by Avery Unger 

Mr. and Mrs. Hedely Unger with their family of 
two daughters, Florence and Helen and one son 
Avery, came to the Rockwood municipality in spring 



Mr. and Mrs. H. Unger and Family. Back Row, L to R: Avery, 
Florence, Mr. and Mrs. H. Unger. Front: Helen and Grampa 
Daniel Unger. 

of 1931. They bought the NEY4 20-13-lE from the 
Alex Calder family. They also bought the SY2 
29-13-lE except for a few acres on the SEY4 of that 
half section where the Grassmere school was until 
1958 when the school was closed, sold and moved 
away. They were then able to purchase the few acres 
the school had. They had also purchased the NEY4 
19-13-lE from Mr. Duncan Campbell. Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Unger retired and moved to Stonewall in 1948. 
Mr. Unger passed away in'1958, Mrs. Unger passed 
away in 1979. 

Florence Unger lived at home with her parents 
until she passed away in 1959. 

Helen went through for an R.N. Nurse after grad
uation from high schooL She married Alex Godkin of 
Morden and they live at Morris, Manitoba. They 
have two sons Robert, and Paul, and one grand
daughter. 

Avery farmed with his dad until he retired, when 
Avery took over the farm. In 1942 Avery married 
Frances Sims, they have four children. Elvin, attend
ing school at Grosse Isle and Warren. After gradua
tion he went to Red River Community College where 
he took a course in Auto Body repair. He has his own 
trucking enterprise and does auto body repair and 
painting on the side. 

Elvin was very active in the 4H club and sports. 
He is still very active in baseball and curling. In 1976 
he married Wendy McDonnell from Warren, Man
itoba. They bought a few acres of land on NEY4 
19-13-lE and built a home there. They have one son 
Drew Lyndon born in 1982. 
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Avery and Frances Unger and Family. Back Row, L to R: 
Ronald, Elvin, Roy, Margaret. Front: Avery and Frances 
Unger. 

Roy attended school at Grassmere, Grosse Isle, 
and Warren. After graduation he went to work in 
Winnipeg, then to Thompson, Manitoba to work in 
the Inca nickel mine lab. - later returning to Win
nipeg where he still works. In 1974 he married Linda 
Strachen, and they have two sons, Andy and T.l 
(Thomas Jeffery). They presently live at Marquette. 
Roy was very active in 4H and sports and is still in 
basebalL 

Margaret attended Grassmere, Grosse Isle and 
Warren Collegiate. After graduating she went to 
work for the Manitoba Telephone Company in Stone
wall and then to Selkirk. From there she went to work 
for Trans Air Airline at Flin Flon and Thompson for 
ten years. Four years ago she moved to Winnipeg and 
went to work in the Trans Air office (which is now 
called Pacific Western Airlines) where she still 
works. 

Ronald is on the home farm. From school he went 
to the Manitoba Institute of Technology where he 
took automotive mechanics. In 1967 he returned 
home and bought the NEY4 of 28-13-lE from Harry 
and Margaret Searle and started farming with his 
dad. In 1968 he married Heather McLean of Stone
walL They have four children; Randy, Dana, Darcy, 
and Kelly who all attend school in Stonewall. 

When Avery and Frances moved to Stonewall in 
1974, Ronald took over the home. He has since set up 
a seed cleaning plant there and bought the SWY4 
30-13-1E. Ronald is on the local Manitoba Pool Ele
vator board. 

Valka Family 
submitted by Julia Hodge 

Mr. Josef Vincent Valka was born in 1890 in 
Moravia Czechoslovakia. In 1911 with his parents 
and sister immigrated to Nebraska, U.S.A. The tor-



nadoes and extreme hot weather was difficult to ad
just to. 

In 1913 he immigrated to Kreuzberg, Manitoba. 
(now Fraserwood) with $240.00 in his pocket. He 
purchased 160 acre homestead for $10.00. And he 
built a log house 26' x 28' and plastered same, white 
washed inside and out. In order to get the logs he had 
purchased a team of oxen for $140.00. 

August 1916 Mr. Josef V. Valka married Olga 
Natyna. In 1931 Mr. and Mrs. JosefV. Valka bought 
the farm NWY4 35-16-2E in Teulon district. The farm 
was previously owned by a streetcar conductor. In 
1930 he left for a holiday to England. Upon his return 
he discovered his possessions had been stolen even a 
wall from his cottage type home. In all dispair, he left 
his holdings. The farm was sold for what was unpaid 
and plus unpaid taxes. Mr. 1. V. Valka offered $25.00 
more then the balance owing and bought the farm. 
Mr. and Mrs. 1. V. Valka and family moved in June 
1931 to the farm in Teulon. Mr. 1. V. Valka's posses
sions were four horses, six cows, two sows with 
litters, twenty chickens, a load of grain and some 
machinery to start the new establishment. There 
wasn't any land broken on this farm. The first spring 
a small part was worked up for a garden, with success 
as other years the garden froze before maturing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Josef Valka. 
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Hardships in the beginning while Mr. 1. V. Valka 
built the house. Mrs. 1. Valka carried the baby (Julie) 
to the neighbor to bathe and stay the night. This was 
quite an effort on Mrs. 1. Valka's part, by not being to 
well at the time. As there was no income this first 
year. Mr. 1. V. Valka went harvesting to Saskatche
wan. He earned one dollar a day and was not paid on 
raining days. 

The following year Mr. 1. V. Valka had hired local 
help to hand brush the land at $6.00 per acre plus 
meals. Later paid $10.00 monthly plus board and 
room. 

In 1933 he purchased a Tyton tractor for $80.00 
and broke eight acres of land for grain. Mr. 1. Valka 
and a neighbor would buy a permit which allowed 
them to cut hay on the hay bog, for the cattle feed 
supply. 

A number of years later, he bought a Hart-Parr 
tractor for $400.00 which made breaking new land 
easier. The land was quite stony in places, which was 
sown with alfalfa for seed and hay. This saved having 
to go the distance to hay bog. The land was sandy and 
ideal for growing potatoes. Potatoes were sold for 10 
cents a bushel to buyers that came out from Win
nipeg. 

The cattle were pastured on the unclaimed gov
ernment land which was soon bought up. In 1944 Mr. 
1. V. Valka bought eighty acres a mile west of home 
for pasture. 

Now Mr. 1. V. Valka had to depend on others to 
thresh the grain, often when his grain was ready, the 
machine was busy elsewhere threshing. In the mid
forties he bought Rumleys threshing machine and did 
his own grain. 

In the late forty's he bought a rubber tired Inter
national tractor, which eliminated most of the horses. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Valka's 65th Wedding Anniversary with their 
children, Aug. 9th, 1981. 

Turkeys and geese were raised on this farm, tur
keys for domestic use and to sell. Geese mainly for 
the feathers to make pillows and quilts. They were 



very warm and lightweight. In 1951 the Hydro was 
putting the power in through the country. The house 
was remodelled and wired for the power. This made 
living much more comfortable. 

In 1966 they sold the farm and retired into the 
Village of Teulon. Mr. 1. V. Valka had a new house 
built by Melnyk Construction Co. Mr. and Mrs. 1. V. 
Valka are living as yet in this home. They have 
celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniversary on Aug. 
9th, 1981. Mr. and Mrs. 1. V. Valka have six children: 

Joseph Stanley, a son now retired and living in 
Winnipeg. He married Nettie Cherne ski of Fraser
wood and they have three sons. A daughter Emily -
married Jerry H. Kazil and now is widowed and 
living on her own property south of her parents in 
Teulon. A daughter Betty married George H. 
Mitchell from Wellwood, Man. They have a son and 
daughter and are living in Winnipeg, Man. A daugh
ter Anne - married August Edward Barron. They 
have two children a daughter and a son. They are 
living in Charleswood, Man. A daughter Mary mar
ried Charles Edkins, now widowed and living in 
Winnipeg. They have two daughters and one son. 

Mr. J. Valka's 70th Birthday party with their grandchildren. 

The youngest daughter Julie - married Edward 
Roger Hodge lives on a farm North East of Teulon. 
They have four children, three sons and one daughter. 

Mr. and Mrs. 1. V. Valka also have twelve great 
grandchildren. 

The Vandekerckhove Family 
Basil Vandekerckhove arrived from Belgium in 

1920 and settled in Swan Lake, Manitoba. 
Maria arrived also from Belgium in 1920 and 

worked on the farm as a maid near Dauphin. She 
learned English very quickly and soon found where 
other Belgian people were settled. She moved to 
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Basil and Maria Vandekerckhove, George, Alice, Leon, Ger
maine, Angele (on Mother's knee). Jerome was born 1V2 years 
later. 

Souris where she again found employment on a farm. 
She was lonely for Belgian people so found work at 
Swan Lake, where she met and married Basil Vende
kerckhove. They farmed Y2 section and raised six 
children, George who served in the Air Force and 
was killed in action over Germany in 1943 after 
receiving the D.F.C. and D.S.a. 

Alice the first daughter married Howard Iverson 
of Langdon, N.D., U.S.A. 

Leon met and married Evlyn Elliott and have five 
children. 

Germaine married Maurice Deprez and they 
raised seven children. 

Angele married Robert Deprez and they raised 
nine children. 

Youngest was Jerome who married Ruth Ped
ersen. Jerome passed away at early age of 51, leaving 
two daughters. 

Both Leon and Jerome served and Leon is at 
present time serving the community as councillor of 
R.M. of Rockwood. 

In 1939 Basil and Maria moved to a dairy farm at 
Stony Mountain where with the help of the children 
ran a very successful dairy operation. 



Angele Vandekerckhove (Deprez). 

In 1949 Basil and Maria handed the fann over to 
Leon and Jerome and bought a home in Stony Moun
tain. Maria never did get to furnish the house; she 
passed away in 1950. Three years later Basil remar
ried Eliza Pittilion from U. S. A. where he also passed 
away in 1961. Leon still runs the family farm. Ruth 
and Patti operate their small share. 

Alfred and Elizabeth Vidler 
by Mrs. M. Mollard 

In Sussex, England November 22, 1873, Alfred 
William Vidler was born. In Kent he met and married 
Elizabeth Wolfe, born January 11, 1875. They were 
blessed with five little girls, Alice, Anne, Ellen 
(Nellie), Emily and MoUssa. Like most parents they 
were concerned about being able to provide amply 
for them. When Alfred became aware of the oppor
tunity to go to Canada he seized it. The group making 
the move was being sent out of country for several 
reasons, somewhat of a penalty; but the Vidlers 
found that, although they were desirable persons to 
stay in England, if they could find the fare, that they 
could be included. It cost nearly everything they 
owned but having made the decision they moved 
ahead with the plan. They had great faith that they 
would somehow succeed. 

Elizabeth, ever practical packed an interesting 
variety of household needs, clothing and dishes and 
in the hem of her skirt she concealed five gold coins, 
against an emergency. They proceeded to the Ocean 
by train and there from Liverpool on board the S.S. 
Southwark they left England for ever. They had a 
rough stormy crossing in May that year, 1906. Ice-
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bergs were sighted, almost everyone was sick, and 
they had to stay below deck, crowded into the steer
age section with people from many other countries, 
who were on their way to Canada also. It was a 
nightmare experience, crying children, quarrelling 
adults, little privacy in the stall-like partitions for 
sleeping accommodation. Alfred tried to keep up 
their spirits by encouraging them to sing as he played 
his concertina. 

Finally, early on the twelfth day, they entered the 
St. Lawrence Gulf and Alfred took his oldest daugh
ter, Alice, upon deck to see Quebec, Canada, their 
first sight of the new land. They and their meagre 
possessions were put on a train again to travel to 
Winnipeg. Upon arrival they went to the Immigration 
Hall and met wi th someone from the Williams Co. 
from Rockspur and hired to go to work at the quarries 
as laborers. A short train ride took them through the 
municipality which to them seemed like a wilderness 
compared to Kent, Sussex, - no houses, only tents, 
no schools, no stores or anywhere to get supplies. 
I'm sure Elizabeth was glad to at least plant her feet 
on finn ground. The tents were pitched, near the 
camp house for the new employed, and the families 
helped each other manage. They set about building 
log houses, Alfred got the first one as he had a family 
and an expectant wife. 

Richard was born but only lived a little over a 
year but they had three other girls in time, Gertrude, 
Grace and Blanche. A little boy had also been born to 
them in England and lived only a short while. To 
make up for the lack of a Church, Elizabeth held 
Sunday school, and also prayer meetings in their 
home. A student, Mr. Green, held a church service 
once a month in the camp house at the quarry site. 

The Vidlers, supported by the other newcomers, 
worked to erect an Anglican Church, St. Stephens. 
As they got organized the children went to a small 
school opened several miles west of the area. Rock
spur was changed to be Gunton. Besides the 
Williams Quarry, Gunns' also had a big operation 
and a town began to take shape. E. Williams General 
store was opened, a school built and Alice Florence, 
the oldest girl 19 , married George Tom Williams 38, 
the oldest son of the owner of the Williams Quarry. 
He and Alice were the first couple married in St. 
Stephens Church, the date September 2, 1912. 

Together they managed the store and after three 
daughters, Mabel, Mary and Esther, a son Lloyd 
George was born on May 25th, 1919. He was fol
lowed by Victoria, Ernest, Marjorie, Austin, Joyce, 
Ralph, Meegan and Geraldine. Joyce died at age 21 
and all the rest are married except Ralph. Lloyd 
served overseas in WW 2 in R. C. A. S . C. and Ernest 
in R.C.A.F. Both returned safely. Tom and Alice 



Williams celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversa
ry in 1962. Tom died at 89 years in 1963 Alice now 
88Y2 lives with her youngest daughter, Geraldine at 
Stonewall still. 

Anne Vidler married Wiliam Martin of Bal
moral. They had two sons, Richard and George. 
Both farm like their father, who died and left them 
when they were quite young. Anne never remarried 
but kept working. George served in WW 2. George 
married Margaret McDonald and farms at Gunton. 
Richard is retired in N. Kildonan. Anne now lives at 
Petersfield, Manitoba. 

Ellen, or Nellie, as she was called, married the 
son of a Danish couple, Claus and Marie Sparwood, 
Jens. They farmed at Gunton, raised seven daugh
ters, Leona, Violet, Edna, Rhoda, Doreen, Irene and 
Beatrice. Jens lost his wife at a fairly early age and 
some time later he married Mary McFee and has a 
daughter Rosemary, also. 

Emily Vidler, the fourth daughter was married to 
John Arthur McNaughton. They, too, farmed be
tween Balmoral and Gunton for a time but later lived 
in town. John trained in the Army in WW 1 but did 
not get overseas. Their three sons Alexander, Cecil 
and James all served in WW 2, Cecil in the Army and 
the other two in R.C.A.F. They all returned but Jim 
who had the experience of being an escapee from 
occupied territory. He has survived his parents and 
brothers and lives with his wife, Eleanor, in Win
nipeg. 

MaUssa, became Mrs. Fred Gosling and she and 
her husband lived on a farm, she still stays on her 
farm at Gunton. Fred served in WW 2. They raised 
three daughters, Agnes, Ruth, Muriel and one son, 
Alfred. 

Gertrude married Robert Cosens, living at 
Stonewall first, then later on the Vidler farm NE of 
Gunton. Robert trained in the Army in WW 1. They 
raised three daughters; Eleanor, Mamie and Dorothy. 
Upon the death of her husband she sold the farm and 
after a time at Teulon moved to Peters field to live. 

After losing her first husband Donald Gunn, 
Grace married Milton Good, and lives at Balmoral on 
the Good farm. They have a son Milton, and daughter 
Janet. She is very interested in church doings and 
contributes in the musical area. Their son farms with 
his father, living with his wife and family in the big 
old family home. The parents now have a new home 
in the same house yard. 

Blanche, was the youngest daughter and married 
Lawrence Martin. They did some mixed farming and 
also some ranching. They had two daughters, Col
leen and Marlene. Mr. Martin died a number of years 
ago, leaving Blanche to handle their living on her 
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own. After some time she married George Dunn of 
Gunton and lives there now. 

After the quarries closed, Alfred Vidler lived on 
his farm and built a comfortable home there. To 
augment his income he became caretaker of the new 
Gunton school, where he remained janitor for a long 
period of time. His daughters all helped out in this 
work and also helped their father haul the mail from 
the train to the Post Office and also delivered the mail 
from Post Office to the train in all kinds of weather 
conditions, often waiting when the weather delayed 
the train's arrival in the early days. The six surviving 
girls live in Rockwood except the two at Petersfield. 

Alfred died at age 65 in 1938 and Elizabeth lived 
until she was 87. The Church, St. Stephens is gone 
now, the town is carrying on, the quarry industry is 
closed and the school has become a research lab. The 
mail is delivered by van and the train once the life 
line, only runs a few times a year. 

Alfred and Elizabeth Vidler 
Alfred and Elizabeth Vidler came to Canada from 

Kent, England in 1906, leaving Liverpool, England 
May 10th on the S.S. Southwark and arriving in 
Quebec on the 22nd of May. My dad was a bricklayer 
by trade but he loved working with the soil. We five 
girls came here to Gunton at the end of May (1906) 
where dad worked in the quarry for Enoch Williams 
for $1. 75 for a ten hour day. He worked there for a 
number of years then took over the caretaking of the 
Gunton school and carried the mail to and from the 
station for many years. 

From this marriage there were 8 daughters and 
one son. Alice Florence (Mrs. G. T. Williams) 
Stonewall- 8 daughters and 4 sons. Anne Elizabeth 
(Mrs. E. Martin) - 3 sons. Ellen Rose (Mrs. Jens 
Sp¥wood) 7 daughters. Emily Louise (Mrs. 1. A. 
McNaughton) - 3 sons. Malissa May (Mrs. F. Gosl
ing) - 3 daughters, 1 son. Gertrude Mabel (Mrs. R. 
Cosens) - 3 daughters. Richard just lived one year. 
Theresa Grace (Mrs. D. Gunn) no family remarried 
(Mrs. M. Good) - 1 son and 1 daughter. Blanche 
Hilda (Mrs. L. Martin) - 2 daughters now Mrs. 
Geo. Dunn. 

Samuel Lawrence Vincent 
submitted by Kitty Stewart 

Sam Vincent was the youngest son of William 
and Catherine (Kitty Ross) Thomas. He was born 
May 15, 1881 on the farm now owned by the 
Mozdzen's. Sam married Catherine Ann Truthwaite 
(Birdie) on July 10, 1907. They were the first couple 
to be married in the Saint Thomas Anglican Church 
in Lockport, Manitoba. Birdie Vincent was born 



May 7, 1876, her parents were Jacob and Catherine 
Truthwaite (nee MacDonald) of Lockport. 

Sam and Birdie Vincent farmed NWY416-14-2E, 
just west of the All Saints Anglican Church, in the 
Victoria District. Sam Vincent died January 31, 1944 
and Birdie died on May 6, 1945. 

Sam and Birdie Vincent had a family of six 
daughters, Florence, Evelyn, Margaret, Lillian, 
Irene, and Harriet. 

Florence, the eldest daughter, was born in Stone
wall and raised in the Victoria District. She married 
Charlie Gibson of Winnipeg, December 9, 1933 in 
the All Saints Anglican Church. Charlie and Flo
rence raised two boys, Vincent and Bill. Vincent 
Gibson married Lillian Holm ofGimli, on October 6, 
1956. They live in Winnipeg with their three chil
dren, Lorna, Wesley, and Ingrid. Bill Gibson mar
ried Rita Quantrill of Winnipeg, May 2, 1959 and 
moved to Montreal where they still live with three of 
a family, Bill Jr., Louise, and Lori. 

Four generations. Back Row: Evelyn Good, Burdie Vincent 
(holding Enid Coburn). Front Row: Don Good, Sam Good, 
Jacob Truthwaite (holding Kitty Stewart), Lionel Good. 

Evelyn, the second daughter, was also born in 
Stonewall and raised in the Victoria District. She 
married John William Good on June 26, 1929 at the 
All Saints Anglican Church, Victoria. John and Eve
lyn raised eight of a family and lived in the Balmoral 
District until moving to Stonewall in 1959, where 
John still resides. Evelyn passed away January 5, 
1980. (Details under John William Good). 

Margaret, the third daughter of Sam and Birdie 
Vincent was born in Stonewall and went to school in 
Victoria. Margaret moved to Winnipeg in 1936 
where she still lives. She married Bob Kerr-Wilson 
on August 28, 1954. Bob passed away March 28, 
1964. 
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Lillian and Irene were born in Stonewall and 
raised in the Victoria District where they carried on 
the family farm after their parents died. In 1951 they 
sold the farm to nephew, Sam Good of Balmoral. 
Lillian and Irene moved to Winnipeg where they now 
reside. Lillian retired from her job in 1981. 

Harriet was born in Lockport, Manitoba and was 
raised in the Victoria District also. Harriet took her 
nurses training in Ontario. She married James Ryck
man on July 10, 1946. Harriet and Jim live in Fergus, 
Ontario where they raised two daughters. Janet Ryck
man, elder daughter, married Bruce Hanley of Fer
gus. They have two sons, Brock and Vincent. Tannis, 
Harriet and Jim's youngest daughter, married Tom 
Broderick of Fergus. They have one daughter, Tara, 
and a son, A.J. 

Lorne Walker 
submitted by L. T. McKnight Balmoral 

Lome was born August 13, 1904 on the family 
farm south of Warren, Man. on section 20-13-1W, 
being the seventh child of twelve to Thomas and Ida 
(Appleyard) Walker. Lome received his education at 
the Warren School. As a young boy, Lome was 
involved in hardball and also helped out with the 
farm chores. He was an avid outdoorsman and began 
hunting at the age of thirteen. 

In 1917, Lome, with his family, moved to a farm 
fourteen miles northeast of Ashern. The farm was 
originally homesteaded by Lome's two eldest broth
ers who had gone overseas during World War l. The 
family operated the farm until 1920, when they re
turned to farm at Grosse Isle. Lome worked on the 
family farm until 1932. 

During the "dirty thirties", he lived in the Wood
lands area and was involved in custom brush-break
ing with his own equipment in the Warren and 
Woodlands area. In the winter of 1932, Lome and his 
friend Bud Proctor, shot approximately three thou
sand rabbits that were shipped to Prince Edward 
Island by refrigerated train car. These rabbits were to 
be used as meat on a domestic fox farm; each rabbit 
brought five cents. As a note of interest, a box of five 
hundred .22 calibre rifle cartridges cost two dollars 
and twenty-two cents. 

In 1938, Lome traded his Hart-Parr tractor on a 
new John Deere model "D" tractor that cost thirteen 
hundred dollars. Lome did custom brush-breaking 
for six dollars per acre, one-waying for seventy-five 
cents per acre, and cultivating for fifty cents per acre. 
Most of the custom field work was done in the Bal
moral area and during this same year, he moved to 
Balmoral and resided on section 30-14-2E. 

As well as custom field work and farming for 
himself, Lome also worked part of the time in Stone-



Lome Walker with a load of rabbits being delivered to Wood
lands en route to Prince Edward Island to be used for fox meat, 
1932. 

wall as a mechanic at Hugh Appleyard's machinery 
dealership. 

In the year 1952, Lome moved to his home in 
Balmoral where he still resides. During the same 
year, he purchased a well drilling outfit and drilled 
approximately five hundred wells in the south Inter
lake area until he retired due to health reasons in 
1965. 

Since his retirement, Lome has taken up numer
ous hobbies. He was involved in amateur photogra
phy for many years and is now an avid target archer 
and bow hunter. Lome has been a hunter and fisher
man throughout his life and is a fine shot with rifle, 
shotgun, and bow. He was also active in curling and 
is now an honourary member of the Balmoral Curl
ing Club. 

The Walley Family 
On a very chilly, rainy day in September, 1926 

my mother and father with their six children Graham, 
Kenneth, Marna, Bruce, Nina and Keith set out for 
our new home - a farm 2 miles south and 2% miles 
west of Balmoral. 

We were excited, but that abated considerably 
when we learned that the moving van was stuck and 
wouldn't arrive until the next day. We therefore, 
spent the first night in the stable loft, awakening early 
to the cooing of pigeons and the grunting of pigs. 

My father, Cecil Stephen Walley born March 21, 
1890, grew up on a farm in Osucstry, England. He 
wanted to be a farmer but he was slated to become a 
civil engineer. 

My mother Nina Cameron Graham, born March 
11,1891, spent her girlhood in the busy seaport city of 
Liverpool. And, it was at the University of Liverpool 
that romance blossomed. 

After obtaining a degree in civil engineering, my 
father arrived in Winnipeg, 1910. My mother fol
lowed 2 years later with the same degree, thus be-
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coming the first woman in the British Empire to hold 
this degree. The following day, October 12, 1912, my 
parents were married from the home of Sheriff Colin 
Inkster - a distant relative on my mother's side. 

The outbreak of war 1914-1918 saw them return to 
England with their first born, Graham. Four years 
later, my father, Captain e. S. Walley M.e. (Military 
Cross) and my mother with three more children 
(Kenneth, Marna and Bruce) returned to Canada to 
live in Winnipeg. 

My father's work took him away quite frequently, 
so my mother was very busy with their ever-increas
ing family - Fiona, Keith and Nina. Deep was the 

sorrow caused by the accidental death of 2-year-old 
Fiona. 

As already stated, spirits were high upon the 
move to the farm (1926). It was the beginning of a 
very different life. My parents worked very hard
we all did - and with little material gain, for the 
great depression was just around the corner. 

Ploughing under 25 acres of potatoes, and re
sponding to the many calls about the grasshopper 
infestation (my father was the engineer for the Rural 
Municipality of Rockwood) were events we remem
ber. 

Despite all of this, we had many heartwarming 
and exciting experiences - the arrival of Colin, 
Marian and Lorna; the good times we shared with our 
neibgbors, harvest time with the steam engine and 
the twenty-plus threshing gang; playing tag running 
along the stable roof and jumping on to the sweet 
clover and straw stacks; the place in our life of the 
little Anglican Church and its beloved minister -
Archdeacon Jacob Anderson; the Christmas Con
certs! the annual picnics! 

The move to Balmoral in 1934 brought other 
changes, mostly in the family. However, life was 
much easier and we loved everything about our new 
home "Trinnigarth". 

Once again, my father was often away, and the 
older members of the family were left to seek work or 
to study until the war broke out. The youngest mem
bers were busy at school and involved in many ac
tivities. One activity- the choir led by the Reverend 
Douglas Rupp - was special, giving its members a 
life-long love of music. Great was the sense of 
achievement and excitement when the choir won a 
trophy at the Manitoba Music Festival, and when it 
performed Handel's Messiah. 

The war made deep inroads in our family. Bruce 
returned from overseas, but it ws not to be for Keith 
and Kenneth. They, along with other young men, 
have been remembered by a memorial which stands 
in front of the school. 

During these years and those that followed, we 



completed our studies in education and engineering. 
We all married with the exception of Marian. She 
worked in Central Park Lodge and lives in Winnipeg 
as do Nina, Colin and myself. Graham and Bruce live 
in Richmond, B.C. and Lorna in Bemidji, Min
nesota. 

Visits to Balmoral were frequent until my father 
died July 10, 1960. "Trinnigarth" was sold. My 
mother made her home in Winnipeg and played a 
very important role as a beloved grandmother -
"Balmoral Mum" to my family until her death 
March 24, 1974. 

Leo and Annie Waterer 
Anna Elizabeth Simpson was born January 4, 

1887 on the family farm at Mount Carroll, Illinois, 
the daughter of John and Catherine Simpson, orig
inally from Scourie, Scotland in 1882. She was the 
fourth child in a family of five boys and four girls. 
Annie, as everyone called her, attended Daggets Ele
mentary School as well as the high school in Mount 
Carroll. 

In 1913, Annie came to Manitoba with her par
ents and brothers and sisters to where her father had 
purchased a farm (SW Y4 30-15-2E) three miles north 
of Balmoral in 1904. 

Leo Waterer, born February 19, 1886 near Lon
don, England, came to Canada in 1906 with his 
parents, Albert and Elizabeth Waterer. His father 
worked as the mail carrier between Wavy Bank (Tom 
Croy's present farm) and Stonewall. For awhile they 
lived on the farm at Wavy Bank and then moved to 
Balmoral. Here Leo got into the general store busi
ness. 

Back Row: Mrs. Hastings, Anna Waterer, Leo Waterer. Front 
Row: Marcella, Leonard, Donald, John. Taken in 1929. 
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In 1918 Leo and Annie were married in Win
nipeg. As the war was on, Leo worked as an airplane 
mechanic in the Air Force at Toronto and Annie 
continued running the store while he was away. Four 
children were born to them, being John, Leonard, 
Marcella, and Donald. For many years Leo ran his 
general store in Balmoral. In 1924 the store was 
ravaged by fire and a second store was set up in a 
small house. After another fire five months later, Leo 
again started up his store business, this time in a 
building moved in for that purpose. In 1930 he sold 
the store to Lawrence Stein. 

Leo was well known for his musical abilities, 
having taken violin lessons as a child in England. At 
the age of twelve he had the honour of playing a 
violin solo in the Crystal Palace in London. Leo 
could play either classical or dance music. With Leo 
on the violin and Annie on the piano, the two of them 
were in much demand in the area to play for the 
dances. 

Annie has been involved in church work for 
many years. She played the organ for fifteen years, 
sang in the choir, and was a member of the UCW and 
Missionary Society. Besides her church involve
ments, she also enjoyed curling for a few years after 
the rink was opened in 1938. In the area Annie acted 
as midwife for many young mothers. She and Dr. 
Evelyn worked as a team and there were numerous 
occasions when she was on her own. 

Tragedy struck the family in 1931 when Donald 
passed away at the tender age of eight. Five years 
later Leo also passed away and both are buried at 
North Victoria Cemetery southeast of Balmoral. 

During World War II Leonard served overseas for 
four years with the Fort Garry Horse Regiment. 
Tragically, the year after the war ended, Leonard was 
accidentally shot while out hunting. 

Leo and Annie's son John, married to Betty 
Walker, has three children and lives in Stonewall. 
Similarly, Marcella has three children and is married 
to Ray McKnight of Balmoral. Annie also has three 
great-grandchildren. 

On the occasion of her ninetieth birthday, Annie 
was honoured at a birthday party given by her family 
and attended by a large number of friends and rela
tives. 

She continues to live in her house in Balmoral 
and anyone who stops in to see her will always enjoy 
a cheerful visit. 

Edwin and Mary Watt 
submitted by Phyllis Meercer (Watt) 

Edwin James Watt and Mary Jane Trott were 
married in 1889 and remained in England until 1891, 
the year their son Victor was born. Father was em-



The E. J. Watt Family, taken in 1912. Back Row: Elsie, Bert, Victor, Hilda. Front Row: Daisy, Father, Jennie, Mother, Phyllis. 

ployed by the Indo European Telegraph Company in 
England and was appointed to Emden, Germany, at 
that time, the end of the overhead telegraph line, and 
remained there for two years. Telegraph lines were 
by then extended to Warsaw, Tifflis and Odessa, 
Russia. He was proficient in reading and writing 
three languages and could speak seven languages 
fluently. A second son, Bert, was born in Emden in 
1892. They moved to Odessa, Russia, where Percival 
was born (he died very young). Two daughters, Elsie 
in 1895 and Hilda in 1897, were born there. 

Hilda was about eight months old when the fam
ily moved to Tabriz; Persia. Travelling by boat and 
then on horses or donkey to Tabriz. Daisy was born 
here in 1901. Father taught Victor and Bert in Tabriz, 
then sent them to school in Chemay, Belgium in 
1900. On their way to Belgium it took four days on 
horseback while accompanied by one servant, to 
catch the train at the Russian border. Then the boys 
travelled on alone to Chemay. They spent two years 
at school, then the family moved to Jersey Island 
(Channel Islands), picking up the boys at school on 
their way. Daughters Phyllis and Jennie were born 
here. Phyllis on October 20, 1903 and Jennie July 2, 
1905. 

Father sent Bert and Victor to Canada in 1907 to 
learn about farming. They sailed on the Empress of 
Britain (this ship was sunk in 1914). Friends in Jersey 
knew the Labeys in Stonewall and that is where the 
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boys learned to farm (l Y2 miles north of Stonewall). 
Victor did the plowing and Bert did the cleaning of 
the barns. They worked here for two years and then 
for a neighbor Mr. Krunnfusz for one year. 

Father purchased a farm NE Y2 25-14-lE (where 
Jim Medwid now lives) from Mr. Johnny Fines. 
Mother with five daughters left from Odessa and 
joined the boys in Canada in 1910. A new bam was 
built (which stands today) to be used for shipping 
milk. Father stayed in England because he was Super
intendant of Western Europe of the Indo European 
Company but visited the family on his holidays. 

A few years later the farm was sold and Victor 
returned to England and joined the British Navy
serving on a mine sweeper during World War 1. Bert 
left to take a veterinary surgeon course at Guelph, 
Ontario, and later joined the Canadian Army. When 
Bert returned to Canada after the War he married 
Frances Barbour of Balmoral and went to live in 
Thunder Bay to conduct his Veterinary practice. Bert 
died in 1963. Victor stayed in England after the War 
and died in 1980. 

Mother and daughters moved into Balmoral and 
then Mother died in 1913. We girls attended Balmoral 
School. When our eldest sister Elsie married Roy 
Barbour, the younger girls went to live with them. 
Elsie was gifted in music and taught piano lessons to 
many of the young people of the district. 

Hilda returned to Russia to live with Dad. As she 



had attended Russian school previously she soon 
picked up the language and could speak it fluently. 
Two years later she returned to Manitoba and worked 
in the Bank of Montreal , comer of Portage and Main. 
She was transferred to Vancouver and married Frank 
Perkin, and still resides there. 

Daisy became a school teacher and is now retired 
in Winnipeg. Jennie the youngest went to live with 
Hilda in Vancouver and she died March 20, 1978. 

Phyllis remained in Balmoral and married Leo 
Mercer (see separate history on Leo and Phyllis 
Mercer). 

Father passed away in England, September 18, 
1946. 

Henry Welsh 
by Phoebe Lindley (Welsh) 

Henry and Anne (Kennedy) Welsh, 1903. 

Henry Welsh was born in Brantford, Ontario in 
1857, and as a young man came to Manitoba. His 
father died when he was a small boy, leaving his 
mother to raise 4 sons, and 1 daughter. When he was 
old enough he worked on farms in Ontario, but he 
decided to save his money, and came to Manitoba 
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where he could homestead a farm, so in 1883 home
steaded the SE Y411-13-lE. He built a log house, and 
log buildings for the animals. 

He sent for his mother to come to live with him, 
and she remained a number of years, and then re
turned to Onario to spend her last years with her 
daughter. While here she played an important part in 
the community, helping out the neighbor women 
when their babies were born, as the babies were born 
at home and a Doctor wasn't always available. 

A brother Thomas had a blacksmith shop near 
Stonewall, and Henry learned some blacksmithing 
from him, enough to do his own repairing on the 
machinery, and sometimes helped out the neighbors. 

In 1903 Henry married Mrs. Ann Kennedy, who 
was previously married to Thomas Kennedy, who 
had passed away, and who was formally Ann Munro, 
who came here with her father and mother, John and 
Jessie Munro, 2 brothers, and 3 sisters, as a small 
girl, from Scotland in 1874. She had 2 daughters, 
Jean Ann who later married John D. Cameron, and 
Jessie who married Paul Cameron. 

Henry and Ann Welsh had 3 children James 
Henry, Phoebe and Agnes. Agnes died at 11 months 
old. 

Henry died in 1926 at the age of 69, and Mrs. 
Welsh in 1958 at the age of 89. James, or Jim as he 
was commonly called, carried on the farm after his 
father's death. In 1939 he married Annie McKorish, 
and they had one son Leonard. Annie passed away in 
1954, and Jim in 1961. Leonard carried on the farm 
after his father's death until 1978, until he passed 
away. 

Phoebe married Thomas D. Lindley in 1940, and 
they have 3 sons. She lives on a farm two miles from 
the old home, and as the only remaining Welsh owns 
it now. 

Their sons are: Henry Thomas who married Jack
ie Marleau, and who is employed as a guard at Stony 
Mountain penitentiary. They have 2 children, 
Melissa and Kenneth. Ross David who married Eliz
abeth Patterson, and who is employed by Manitoba 
Hydro. They have 2 children David and Tracy. Den
nis James who is at home with his mother on the 
farm. 

Henry Welsh bought the first Tecumseh School 
for $75, and made it into a house to live in. The house 
is still there but in poor condition, but the cellar 
which he made out of field stone and mortar is realy 
good yet. 

He also built a log garage when in 1920 he de
cided to buy a Model T. Ford car, the garage is still 
there. At that time Model T. cost $858.00. 

The Grassmere Baptist Church was built on 
Henry's farm on a Y2 acre he donated, but after a few 



years had to close, through lack of support, and the 
building was sold to Mr. Dan Lamb who made a 
home out of it. Mr. and Mrs. Lamb lived in it for a 
few years, but after Mr. Lamb's death, Mrs. Lamb 
sold it to Mr. Alan Beachell, and it was moved to 
Rosser. 

Farming was very different in the old days, many 
trips to Winnipeg with the horses, but in spite of all 
the hardships people seemed happy then. There was 
always time for visiting and some recreation. 

Henry played the violin, and got a lot of pleasure 
out of that. He often played at Tecumseh School for 
dances, and also at Lilyfield for barn dances. 

Many people who were driving to Winnipeg from 
Inwood, or other northern places would stay over 
night, and were always made welcome, one es
pecially who stayed was Mr. Jack Wilks, and when he 
left Inwood, and went to Winnipeg to live still came 
to visit, and his son Ray and wife Stella, still visit us, 
and their friendship we value very highly. 

The Webb Family 
submitted by Mona Riley 

Samuel and Elizabeth Webb and son William 
came to Rockwood from Liverpool, England, in 
1882. They homesteaded for a time and then Samuel 
was employed by the Gunn Quarry as foreman. They 
had nine children, William, Annie, Charles, David, 
Bethel, John, Ernie, Nellie and Marion. This was a 
musical family with Nellie and Marion playing the 
piano, John playing the violin, Ernest playing the 
banjo and Charles playing the concertina and the 
bones (or spoons). Their music was in demand at the 
house parties which were popular at that time. 

William married Ethel Smith of Stonewall, and 
later moved to Winnipeg and was employed by the 
Hudson Bay Company. 

Annie married William Higham and lived in 
Winnipeg. 

Charles, David and Bethel served in World War I. 
Bethel died in the flu epidemic following the war and 
Charles and David were employed elsewhere in the 
province. 

Ernest was employed in the Stonewall quarry, 
and Nellie was a clerk in a local store. 

Marion married Albert Mollard and had eight 
children, Eleanor, Bill, Earl, Bernice, Doreen, 
Ronald, Elaine and Betty. Marion is the only sur
vivor of the Samuel Webb family. 

This is the history of my father, John Webb, 
known as Jack, who married Ruby Whiteman of 
Neepawa upon his return from World War I. He 
worked in the Stonewall quarry and for a time lived in 
the quarry house that was situated on the present site 
of the Comstock Construction Company. He looked 
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after the horses that were used in the quarry at that 
time, and drove the horse that hauled the rock in 
conveyor cars to the kiln. 

Jack had two sons and five daughters, Jean, Er
nie, Mona, Marjorie, Lorraine, John and Marlene. 

Jean married George Essex upon his return from 
World War II. They moved to Winnipeg where they 
lived for twelve years and where their three children, 
Gayleen, Kenneth and Margaret were born. In 1957 
the family returned to Stonewall and then took over 
the Essex farm in the Grassmere area. 

Ernie graduated from the Stonewall Collegiate 
and then enlisted in the Air Force. After the war he 
took a Commercial Art course in Winnipeg. He mar
ried Donna Hogg of Warren, Manitoba, and has four 
children, Bruce, Allan, David and Barbara. He is 
employed by Marshall Wells Ltd. of Winnipeg as 
Manager of the Advertising department, and lives 
4Y2 miles north-east of Stonewall. 

Mona worked in Winnipeg for several years, then 
married Howard Riley who farms lY2 miles north of 
Stonewall. They have two children, Regina and Neil. 

Marjorie married Paul Cieslar of Rockwood after 
the war. They lived in Winnipeg for three years 
before returning to Rockwood to take over the Cies
lar farm. They have two children, Marjorie Lynne 
and John. 

Lorraine passed away in 1951 at the age of twenty. 
John (also called Jack) married Gwen Fraser of 

Clanwilliam, Manitoba, has two children and lives in 
Winnipeg. He is teaching at the Transcona High 
School. 

Marlene worked in Winnipeg and married James 
(Jim) Taylor of Winnipeg. They have two children. 

My father, Jack, died in 1944 at the age of 49 
while serving in the Veterans' Guard of Canada in 
World War II. 

Williams Family from Gloucester to 
Stonewall 
by Mrs. M. MoHard and Mrs. Connie Kerchin 

George married Letitia Vaughan in 1824. They 
lived in The Forest of Dean, Ross County, Hereford 
and Gloucester District, England. This couple had 
five children we know of Elizabeth, Joseph, George, 
Enoch, Letitia (became Mrs. Parsons). 

A document, conveyance #196 says Joseph 
Williams, the Elder, returned to England from the 
United States and was then residing at Littledean, 
Gloucester in February 1876. He signed the docu
ment selling to Joseph Williams, the younger, the 
half share of the right to quarry in Great Berry Quar
ry in the Forest of Dean. Certain money must be paid 
annually to her Majesty or her heirs for this right. 
This sale was necessitated by the death of the father, 



George Williams, in June 1870. George and Joseph 
the Elder had held the right jointly, from father to son 
it had been for some centuries, so now it came to 
Joseph, the younger, whom we believe returned to 
Canada. He had lived at Miramichie in New 
Brunswick and worked at his bridge building and 
stone cutting. The letter written in 1870 sends greet
ings to his children so we believe he had married a 
girl from Quebec where he built a bridge, the Vic
toria in Montreal. We know that four of their children 
lived; Alfred, Reginald, who were contractors like 
their father, Addington, who lost his life in a quarry 
accident, and Harriet who never married. There were 
some infant deaths. Alfred married and we know of 
two of his family, Neville R., who became a well 
known power in the business world and James. 

James is retired and living at Stonewall - both 
married. Reginald also married and raised a family of 
three daughters and 4 sons. Of these descendants, 
Fred served in the Navy and Howard and Reginald Jr. 
in the R.C.A.F. Howard and his wife live at Pe
tersfield, Manitoba. Reg Jr's daughter Mrs. Jack 
Bollen and her husband and family live at Teulon in 
Rockwood Municipality. 

The other branch of the Williams family to be in 
the Rockwood story is that of Enoch who, born in 
1842 at the Stenders, Ruordean, married Augusta 
Mary Anne Parry around 1872-73. They with their 
three sons, George Tom born September 28, 1874, 
James Austin born April 19, 1876 and Ernest John 
born March 20, 1878, came to Stonewall in the 
summer of 1882. By this time, the Joseph Williams 
family was in Rockwood Municipality and had built 
pot kilns for burning lime (still to be seen today) just 
at the north edge of the quarry area, west of highway 
236. Joseph had contracted to build bridges and other 
structures for the C.P. Railway. He constructed the 
Roundhouse and Storage area at Selkirk for the 
planned Railway proposed to run from Winnipeg to 
Selkirk thence west through Stonewall, Warren on to 
Portage La Prairie and Regina, Saskatchewan in the 
early years. 

Enoch and his wife spent that first summer in 
tents until they could rent a farm with a house, in 
Grassmere, near the Henry Appleyard farm. Enoch 
worked at the quarry firing the kilns as orders re
quired. His wife and boys did the farm work tending 
the cattle, and other animals, gardening and caring 
for the home. They had a horse, Bess, one buggy and 
according to Enoch's diary October, 1895, hired 
teams and men for seasonal work of hauling wood, 
grain and hay; for threshing, and of course, deliver
ing and shipping lime and stone and doing road work 
as required. Brothers Enoch and Joseph formed 
Williams Quarry Co., and by 1905 as the Railway 
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stretched north they bought land from Hector Mc
Quarrie and began their large operation at Rockspur, 
later Gunton. It was very busy and many newcomers 
to Canada found work there, amongst whom was my 
grandfather Alfred Vidler. 

Enoch Williams Family, 1914. 

By now, Joseph Williams was managing their 
business from Winnipeg, where he and his sons 
Alfred and Reg lived, and were contractors. Enoch 
and his two sons, Ernie and Tom, ran the Stonewall 
and Gunton daily operations, and the General store at 
Gunton. Enoch had built his home on the east side of 
Stonewall and Joseph offered him the north quarry 
for himself at cost so it became Williams and Co. 
All went well for a time. Tom married Alice Florence 
Vidler in September 1912 and Austin, pursuing a 
career in music in Minneapolis, teaching vocal and 
instruments and conducting choirs and acting as or
ganist, had married also, a Miss Frances Woodward, 
an elocutionist. They had no family. 

Enoch Williams and daughter Mabel. 1915. 



Enoch and Augusta's only daughter, Mabel May 
who was born in 1886, like her brothers, loved music 
and was permitted to go to Chicago to a finishing 
school where she became a stenographer and studied 
music. Her brother Tom had gone to school for parts 
of the year to Victoria School, a long distance, and 
later to Tecumseh school and he also attended school 
in the old stone building which became the Roman 
Catholic Church and is now a storage building; also 
in the former Town Hall (and Winnipeg Electric 
Station), now a residence. He was finishing his high 
school at age 20 because he was needed on the farm. 
Tom was needed to be at the Gunton Quarry and 
finally at the General store. In 1912 he had his new 
home built and he and Alice lived there and in 1914 
with the advent of World War I times changed. The 
smaller quarries had sold to a large conglomerate. 
Williams and Gunn united to form Manitoba Quar
ries. Enoch soon retired and times forced the sale of 
the quarries to Winnipeg Supply and Fuel who now 
were the only operators. The Gunton Quarries closed 
as did the General store, the buiding was moved 
away. Tom, who had to find work, went to work at the 
Stonewall quarries. The little St. Stephens Church at 
Gunton where he and Alice were the first couple to be 
married, lost its people's warden, organist and faith
ful worker. In 1924 or 25, Alice and her seven chil
dren joined Tom at Stonewall. There five more 
children were born to them, there they had the bad 
experience of losing their home by fire and losing 
their granddaughter. There, also, Tom could share 
music with his family, singing in choirs, playing in 
bands, playing in an orchestra and being part of the 
Anglican Church, which his father had helped build 
and supported. There, Torn and Alice saw two of 
their four sons go to World War 2, Lloyd to the 
R.CA.S.C and Ernie to the R.CA.F., both re
turned unhurt, and live at Stonewall. Of the twelve 
children, one, Joyce, has died. Two, Victoria Harper 
and Marjorie Cooper Rombough, live in B.C., two, 
Mary Mains and Meegan Lohr, live in Ontario, Aus
tin and his sister Mabel Mallard, live in Winnipeg, 
while Esther Chaboyer, Geraldine Kozokowsky and 
Ralph Williams, live at Stonewall as does Alice, their 
mother. Tom died at age 89 years in 1963. He like his 
father, Enoch, lived his faith and trusted God in all 
things. In the summer of 1982 it will be the 100th 
anniversary of the Enoch Williams' coming to Stone
wall. 

Earle Thomas and Joyce Margaret 
Williams 
submitted by L. T. McKnight Balmoral 

Earle was born on May 18, 1906 at his parent's 
residence on the NE 31-15-2E, being the eldest of 
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four children born to George and Olive (Bowman) 
Williams. Earle was educated at the Greenwood 
School. 

Joyce was born on September 10, 1920 in the 
Beausejour Hospital, being one of nine children born 
to Herbert and Annie (Morrison) Stanbra. Joyce was 
educated at the Balmoral School. 

Earle helped on the family farm as a young boy. 
When Earle was sixteen years old he particpated in 
the Fort Garry Horse war training manouvers at St. 
Charles for two weeks in the summer. He rode his 
horse from Gunton to S1. Charles. The next year, he 
travelled to Shilo for two weeks of training. Earle 
became a fine horseman at an early age. Earle con
tinued to farm with his father up until his marriage. 

At six months of age, Joyce moved with her 
family to Wavey Bank, which was southeast of old 
Good Hope School. She resided on the NW 22-14-2E 
until 1925 , when she moved to the family farm east of 
Balmoral on the NW 8-15-2E. As a young girl, Joyce 
was active in sports; skating and basebalL In her teen 
years Joyce was a member of the Girl Guides, the 
Junior Auxiliary, and the Balmoral Ladies Baseball 
League. From 1941 to 1945, Joyce was employed as a 
hairdresser in Winnipeg. 

Earle married Joyce on November 10, 1945 and 
moved to the SW 20-1S-2E where they still reside. 
Earle and Joyce operated a mixed farm from 1945 to 
1969. Their son George joined in the family farming 
operation in 1969 when they began to specialize in 
pig production. Earle is now semi-retired, but still 
active in farming. 

The Williams Family. Back Row: Margaret, Earle, Joyce. 
Front: Phyllis, Dorothy, Mrs. Annie Stanbra, George. Taken In 
Balmoral in 1961. 



Earle began curling about the age of twenty and 
has been a member of the Balmoral Curling Club 
since 1948. He is now a Honourary member. 

After Joyce became married, she coached the 
Balmoral Midget Girls Baseball team for five years. 
She has been secretary of the Sunday School at 
Balmoral as well as a Sunday School teacher. She 
held the position of President of the Balmoral Hunter 
Hospital Auxiliary for a number of years. Joyce is a 
member of the Balmoral Anglican Church. She is an 
avid bowler in the afternoon bowling league at Stone
wall. 

Earle and Joyce had four children: Margaret was 
born on December 6, 1946 and was married to Don 
Skibo of Hazelridge on July 4, 1970; George was 
born on November 28, 1949 and was married to 
Shirley Barr of Balmoral on October 24, 1970; Doro
thy was born on March 9, 1954 and was married on 
June 12, 1976 to Brian Kitching formerly of Teulon, 
now of Coquitlam, B.C. and Phyllis who was born 
on July 4, 1957 and married to Larry Klimpke on 
February 25, 1978, they reside in Stonewall. 

Earle and Joyce also have nine grandchildren: 
Doug, Karen, Patricia and David of Hazelridge; Jen
nifer, Travis and Jill of Balmoral; and Kyle and Erin 
of Stonewall. 

George Elmer and Olive Edith Williams 
submitted by L. T. McKight Balmoral 

Mr. and Mrs. George Williams with their children Earle T. 
Williams, Hazel Williams (now Hazel McKinnon). Taken about 
1914. 
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George was born on December 16,1872 in Wood
stock, Onto being one of eight children born to Daniel 
and Janet (Thompson) Williams. George came to the 
Greenwood area with his family in about 1885. 

Olive was born on February 11, 1883 at the family 
homestead on the SE 23-15-2E, being the eldest child 
of ten born to Thomas and Ellen (White) Bowman of 
Greenwood. 

George married Olive on January 4, 1905 and 
took up residence on the NE 31-15-2E. By 1909, they 
had moved to Olive's parents homestead where 
George managed the post office until 1911. In 1916, 
they moved to the NW 14-15-2E and continued farm
ing in the Greenwood area. 

Their home was appropriately called the "house 
along the road" , where countless travellers stopped 
for a "bed and breakfast". They also boarded numer
ous school teachers throughout the years. 

George was a member of the Balmoral Band for 
quite some time. He was a great square-dance caller, 
and "called" for many years at dances held in the old 
Greenwood schoolhouse. For a number of years, he 
served as a school trustee on the Greenwood School 
Board and he also served on the Greenwood Church 
Board. 

Olive was a musician on both the piano and organ 
and she played at the Greenwood Church services. 
Olive was a member of the Greenwood Hospital 
Auxiliary. She also worked with the Greenwood Red 
Cross; quilting, knitting, and making clothes to send 
overseas for soldiers in World War II. Both Olive and 
George were members of the Victoria Greenwood 
Church which later became the Victoria United 
Church. 

The Williams' had four children: Earle, who was 
born May 18, 1906; Hazel, who was born March 16, 
1910; and Verlie and Violet, twins, born on April 24, 
1916. 

The Williams Twins about 1924. Left: Violet (now Violet Smith). 
Right: Verlie. 



George predeceased his wife on Apri1l22, 1951. 
Olive died on March 9, 1969. 

Alfred John and Violet Irene Smith 
submitted by L. T. McKnight Balmoral 

Alfred was born on January 25, 1911 in Kent, 
England, being the third of four children born to 
Alfred William and Eleanor (Wolfe) Smith. Alfred 
travelled to Canada with his parents in May of 1912 
and settled in the Gunton area. He was educated in 
Gunton. 

Violet was born at the family residence on April 
24, 1916, being one of four children born to George 
and Olive (Bowman) Williams of Greenwood. Violet 
received her education at Greenwood School. 

Alfred was an avid curler and skater as a young 
fellow. During the late 1920's, he attended summer 
war manouvers training camp with the Fort Garry 
Horse at Shilo, Selkirk, and Stonewall. 

In 1930, Alfred worked in the coal mine at 
Waskada, Man. and later returned to work in the 
Gunton area. In 1935, he moved to his farm on the 
NE 24-1S-2E. 

As a young girl, Violet helped on the family farm 
on the NW 14-15-2E and drove horses. After Violet 
received her education, she was employed in domes
tic work. 

Violet Williams and Alfred Smith about 1937. 

Alfred married Violet on March 11, 1938 and they 
have resided on the NE 24-15-2E, farming together, 
ever since. Alfred served as a Greenwood School 
trustee for a number of years. As a hobby, he was an 
avid big game hunter. Violet has belonged to the Red 
Cross, the Greenwood Hospital Auxiliary, and the 
ladies group of the Gunton Hall. 
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Alfred and Violet had two children: Grant was 
born on September 4, 1938; Ray was born on May 2, 
1947. 

Alfred and Violet also have two grandchildren. 

Verlie Yvonne Williams 
submitted by L. T. McKnight Balmoral 

Verlie was born on April 24, 1916, being one of 
four children born to George and Olive (Bowman) 
Williams of Greenwood. Verlie was educated at 
Greenwood School. 

As a young girl, Verlie was involved in baseball 
and lived on the family farm on NW 14-15-2E. As a 
young lady, she was employed as a domestic worker. 

In the early 1940's Verlie travelled to St. Ca
tharines, Ont., where she was trained as a welder and 
later employed in an armory involved in the man
ufacture of firearms to be used in World War II. 

Verlie returned to Winnipeg in 1945 and became 
a seamstress. She was then employed by Hertig's 
furriers of Winnipeg until her retirement in 1981. 

Verlie was a member of the Greenwood Hospital 
Auxiliary for a number of years. She has been an 
active bowler for many years. Verlie presently re
sides in Gateway Manor at Teulon. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Willis and Family 
by Alice Dawson 

Mr. and Mrs. John Willis. 

My father John Thomas Willis, son of Morris and 
Rachel Willis was born in Barrie, Ontario, March, 
1871. His early life in Manitoba was spent at Head
ingley and the district of Erinview. He received a few 
years at school gaining an education equal to the 
present Grade 8. Previous to his marriage he worked 
on the Section Gangs of the C.P.R. Railway. 



In 1899 he married Marjorie Marcella Good, 
daughter of the late John and Jane Good. The wed
ding took place in the family home at Centre School 
district. The Good farm has been purchased by Mr. 
Rucki, and the big white house which was a land
mark for travellers, is now replaced with a modem 
home. 

My mother emigrated from Richmond Hill, On
tario in 1878, and with her family settled at Centre 
SchooL 

For about eight years my parents lived at both 
Stony Mountain and the Rodway farm in the Victoria 
District. While at Stony Mountain their home was a 
box-car rented from the C.P.R. Finally, in 1908, they 
bought a farm in the Balmoral district settling on 
Section 26-14-E. This farm of 320 acres is still main
tained in the Willis name. For years food and funds 
were reaped from this area, and gave sufficient provi
sions to raise their family of nine children (two boys 
and seven girls). 

Granny Good lived with us for many years. She 
was a tremendous help in the raising of this large 
family and gave a helping hand wherever she could. 

Mother (Mum as we called her) was a very hard 
working woman-attending many outdoor chores as 
well as her housework. She sewed most of our 
clothes, kept us supplied with knitted stockings and 
mitts. My how I remember those home knit stockings 
that came just past the knee. We always had a bare 
space between the top of our stockings and bloomers. 
No leotards in those days. She spent hours making 
quilts which she had ready for the daughters hope 
chests. For years the washing was done by hand on 
the wash board, then later a hand worked machine 
relieved some of the drudgery. She was a keen church 
goer and before St. Johns Brant was re-opened, we 
attended All Saints, Victoria where my mother sang 
in the choir. One of her choir buddies was the late 
Mrs. Geordie Vincent (Lizzie). Besides her church 
work she knitted and sewed for the Red Cross. For 
years she worked with the late Dr. Evelyn as midwife 
to many relatives and neighbors in the district. 

My father was an excellent provider and saw that 
each of the children should receive a formal educa
tion no matter what the sacrifice. He was an ardent 
hunter - a true sportsman and master of the out
doors. He enjoyed reading and for entertainemnt 
played the violin. He was a great fixer and no break
age of machinery was too difficult to repair. He took 
an active part in the family's sport attending the boys 
soccer games and the girls baseball events. For sev
eral years he served on the local school board. 

It was a necessity to always have a hired man to 
help with chores and field work. Quite often these 
hired men would stay for years, possibly a home 
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away from home. All the farm work was done with 
horses and we were lucky if we had an extra horse for 
driving purposes. We were never allowed to ride 
horseback on the work horses so consequently none 
of us were riders. 

Work was No.1 for all of us. Each of us had 
certain chores to do and what a problem it must have 
been to keep us all busy. How I remember having to 
pile all the sawed wood from the winter's hauling. For 
this work each of us received our white shoes for the 
summer so that we could attend school picnics, the 
church picnic and sometimes Peach's picnic. For 
weeks we would practice racing so that we would be 
in shape for the big day. Quite often in the summer we 
could make a few cents for the annual picnic by 
picking potato beetles at 1 ¢ per hundred. I'm afraid 
there were a few miscounts here. Berry picking took 
up a great deal of our time and from it preserves were 
made for the winter's use. In the evenings we often 
gathered around the old organ for a sing-song -later 
on we managed to buy a piano. Nearly all the family 
were given a chance to take lessons on the organ or 
piano. There were always enough of us plus the 
neighbors young folks to have ball games, soccer 
games, concerts, etc. We just didn't have to leave 
home to find activity we were able to create our 
own fun. 

My folks carried on through the depression, nev
er giving up hope and working to see that each child 
received an education so that they could choose a 
vocation. 

Maurice, the eldest son took his schooling first at 
Centre School and then Stonewall High School. 
From high school he won the Governor-General's 
medal for highest standing in his class. He attended 
Wesley College and in his final year was Senior. He 
taught school in Preeceville, Elrose and Eston, Sas
katchewan. He retired in 1965 after 29 years as prin
cipal of Eston Collegiate. In 1934 he married Nelda 
Irvine of Elrose, Saskatchewan. He passed away in 
1975. 

David, my youngest brother spent most of his 
time on the farm save a few years working in the 
Royal Bank. He and his wife, the former Anne Cal
derwood, have retired from the farm in 1975 and have 
taken up residence in Stonewall. 

Jane, the oldest sister, Mrs. Oliver Mallard, with 
her husband Oliver farmed in the Balmoral district 
for many years. They, too, have retired and are living 
in Winnipeg. 

Bertha taught school in many areas before leav
ing for war services. She met and married the late 
Gordon Ross while working in Jackson, Michigan. 

Alice also taught school in close by towns. She 



married the late Ben T. Dawson, Secretary-Treasurer 
of Rockwood. They made their home in StonewalL 

Phyllis (who worked for Moores Restaurant in 
Winnipeg during the depression) married Lome 
MacFarland of Cardale. They made their home in 
Winnipeg where Lome taught in Kelvin High 
SchooL 

Mary Ellen (Nell) graduated from Misericordia 
Hospital in 1935. After nursing in Kenoska, Wis. and 
San Fransico she married Stanley Drake. They are 
now living in Norwood after a few years spent in 
Toronto. 

Emily Mildred took a secretarial course 
worked for Coulter and Proctor. She married the late 
Aldus Preston. Since Aldus' death she has worked 
for the federal government in the Correctional Ser
vice of Canada. 

Velma the youngest of the seven girls lives in 
BalmoraL She married 1. C. Slater and for years they 
have carried on general insurance for a large area 
surrounding Balmoral. 

After the war broke out and times started to 
improve my folks decided it was time to leave the 
farm to David and his wife. They had a lot of hard 
times and also a lot of happy memories as well, and of 
course, as in everyone's life, sad times too. My folks 
retired to Stonewall in 1944 Father passed away in 
1948 and Mother in 1953. Our family was always 
happy to be a part of this friendly community and to 
have worked in the interests of Rockwood. 

The Wolchuk Family 
by Walter Wolchuk 

Ilko Wolchuk with his wife Juliana and four 
children, Ann, John, Peter and Maria left for Canada 
in Spring of 1898. They left their native land 
Ukraine, at that time Ukraine was occupied by Aus
tria. Ilko Wolchuk and family came from Halychyna 
from a village of Mariampole not far from Lviv. 

L to R: Ilko Wolchuk, Juliana, Son John, Son-in-law Peter 
Boby. 
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They arrived in Canada in June of that year in 
Halifax and proceeded to Winnipeg, where they were 
supposed to get a homestead of 160 acres of land. 
They were given a homestead in the Municipality of 
Rockwood Section 14, Township 17 Range 2 East. 
This land was 4 miles north of Teulon, Manitoba and 
2 miles east of I\1cKinnel .. siciing .. _ To get to theL 
homestead they went by traIn to Stonewall, Manitoba 
and then by oxen from there to the place. The closest 
store at that time was in Balmoral so they would have 
to walk about twenty miles for supplies. 

Ilko Wolchuk settled on the homestead and first 
had to dig a dugout. A hole in the ground covered 
with logs and sod and dirt for a roof and used as their 
home until they were able to build a log house. 

Ilko Wolchuk proceeded to clear some land and 
break some land for grain. in the meanwhile they had 
four more children, Pauline, Rose, Mike and Elsie. 
They raised 8 children on the farm. After the First 
World War their oldest son John married Pearl Dro
homereski and worked the farm with his dad. Ilko 
Wolchuk lived on the farm in a house built along side 
the main house. John Wolchuk raised six children on 
the farm, Frank, Marie, Walter, Julia, Joseph and 
Stanley. 

Ilko Wolchuk and Julia passed away after the 2nd 
World War. John Wolchuk's wife passed away in 
1935. John Wolchuk re-married in 1943 to Nellie 
Timchishen and they had one son Thomas Wolchuk. 
They lived on this homestead until John and Nellie 
retired and sold the farm in 1963. They moved to 
Teulon, Manitoba where John passed away in 1975. 
Nellie Wolchuk still lives in Teulon. 

Woloshyn 
Michael Woloshyn (1883-1970) came to Canada 

from the Ukraine in 1908 at the age of25. As a young 
man in the Ukraine he was an apprentice blacksmith 
for three years before he received his blacksmith's 
certificate. At the age of 21 he was called up into the 
Austrian army (as were all men who turned 21). 

When he arrived in Winnipeg he had $2.00 to his 
name. He then went up to the Gimli area to contact 
some friends who had immigrated from the Ukraine a 
few years earlier. There he worked for board cutting 
cords in the Gimli and Winnipeg Beach area. He met 
Anna Turkewich (1895-1940) whom he married in 
1909 and moved to Komarno. 

He bought some land on Section 35-17-2E. Here 
he built his first blacksmith shop out of logs. During 
most of the year he worked in his shop. For part of the 
summer he worked out West. He worked as a black
smith for the contractors who were building grades 
for the railway tracks going to Regina, Red Deer, 
Calgary, Swift Current, Lethbridge, Moose Jaw and 



High River. He also went East with these contractors 
and worked in Mine Centre, Ontario. When these 
jobs were finished he would go out harvesting in 
southwestern Manitoba. 

Then in 1918 he bought 49 acres for $10.00 per 
acre on SW 12-17-2E where his son Willian now 
resides. The same year he built a log blacksmith shop 
which still stands today and is still used. 

Mike was known as the best blacksmith in the 
area (from Gunton to Inwood to St. Andrews, Pe
tersfield and Komarno). He worked in his shop until 
his retirement in 1967 when he was 84 years old. 

Mike and Anna had six children. 
Victor (1910-1934). 
Frances born in 1913 (Mrs. Nick Pankiw) of Teu

Ion. They have three daughters: Doreen (Mrs. Ray 
Rusnak) of Winnipeg; Bernice (Mrs. Walter Shurek) 
of Winnipeg Beach; Alice Setterland of Teulon. 

Alice born in 1915 (Mrs. Gordon Drewitt) of 
Winnipeg. 

William born in 1916. He has two daughters and 
one son: Marion, Joan and Michael of Teulon. 

Olga born in 1917 (Mrs. Joseph Boboski); passed 
away in 1980. 

Clement (1930-1972). 

Alexander Yule Family 
by Bill Yule 

The fall of 1930 brought eight new residents to 
the R.M. of Rockwood when Alexander and Jane 
Yule and six children; Alex Jr., Jessie, Albert, Wal
lace, Bill and Charlie came from Niverville, Man
itoba and settled on Section 34-13-lE, two miles west 
of Stonewall, Man. 

The Yule Family. Front Row, L to R: Wallace, Charlie, Bill. Back 
Row, L to R: Alex Jr., Jessie, Alexander and Jane Yule, Albert. 

Alex came from Aberdeen, Scotland in the early 
1900's and worked as a teamster in Winnipeg before 
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having Jane come out to join him in 1913. They 
moved to Niverville in 1915 to take up farming. 

On moving to Rockwood we were followed by 
the depression of the thirties. The crops were poor 
and there were problems with sow thistle, grasshop
pers and rust along with the low prices. If grain was 
shipped and held in storage very long the returns 
would not cover the freight and handling charges. 
Cattle were selling for Fifteen Dollars a head and 
hogs were Two cents a pound. Cream, eggs and 
cordwood were used to supplement the income. 

In spite of hard times there was great community 
spirit and many a good time was enjoyed with friends 
and neighbors. The quote of one neighbor was 
"when he had no money he had no worries but when 
he made a dollar his worries started as he didn't know 
which debt to payoff first". 

Growing up as a boy in those days had its trials 
and tribulations, such as wearing someone else's 
hand-me-downs which only came in two sizes - too 
big and too small. Also trying to find out how our 
parents knew by the time we arrived home from 
school that we had either received the strap from the 
teacher or had a fight with a classmate. Depending on 
the outcome of the fight you probably got your sec
ond licking of the day when you got home. 

The thirties were referred to as the Bennett buggy 
days when R. B. Bennett was Prime Minister of the 
day. Money was scarce and many a car was converted 
into a horse drawn buggy as a little hay and oats for 
the horse was all that was needed to supply the 
motivation. 

The Yule Boys on the way to school in Bennett buggy. 

However the family grew up and were able to 
supply the labor for the farm. Alex passed away 
suddenly in 1938 leaving Jane and Alex Jr. to manage 
the operation. 

In 1939 crops did improve some but the next year 
it was extremely dry and turned out a crop failure. 
The dark clouds of war were on the horizon by this 



time and war machinery was being put in place, thus 
several from the district left to work at airports at 
Portage and Brandon. 

Alexander Jr. remained on the farm and in 1942 
was married to Irene Crookshanks. They have two 
daughters Linda, her husband and two sons now 
live in British Columbia. Norma married John 
Melnychuk and they with their son and daughter 
reside in Stonewall. 

Alex and Irene have always given a lot of time to 
assisting and working in many organizations. Alex 
was a school trustee for many years. Both are active 
members of the Agricultural Society and the Church 
as well as other groups. 

Jessie moved to Winnipeg with mother in 1952 
where she worked with the Wheat board until her 
recent retirement. Mother passed away in 1973. 

Albert left in war time to work at the airports and 
then joined the R.C.A.F. in January 1941. Upon his 
return from service he worked in the lumber business 
that took him to other areas. He married Hazel Low 
in 1947 and now resides in Winnipeg. They have two 
daughters and two grandchildren who also live in 
Winnipeg. 

Wallace left the farm at war time and worked at 
the airport at Portage and in the ship yards at Prince 
Rupert, B.C. He married Gladys Larcombe in 1943 
and took up residence in the Woodlands district. 
They have two sons, a daughter and four grand
children all living in that area. 

Bill joined the air force in 1942 and after serving 
overseas returned to farming on S W 11-14-lE near the 
home farm. In 1948 he married Margaret Gray and 
they have two daughters and a son. Barbara the eldest 
is married and resides in Winnipeg; Catherine mar
ried Randy Slatcher and they reside in this area and 
have a son and a daughter. After completing his 
education their son Ken has taken up farming. 

Bill and Marg are both active in many communi
ty organizations. Bill has served for several years as a 
councillor and both have worked for many years on 
the Hospital Board and Auxiliary respectively. Bill 
and brother Alex both took an active part in the 
building of the Oddfellows Hall. They along with 
their wives have been members of the lodges for 
many years. 

Charles joined the R.C.M.P. in 1948 and served 
in many parts of Canada, attaining the rank of Chief 
Superintendent before his retirement. He is married 
and they have two daughters. Charles now resides in 
British Columbia. 

John and Annie Zaluski 
John came to Canada from Micquie, Ukraine in 

1908 and settled 3 miles west of Komarno, and from 
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1930 until 1962 lived in the Zbruch area. In 1962 both 
John and Annie Zaluski retired to Komarno where 
they both live today. 

At the age of 8 years, John Zaluski came to 
Canada in 1908 with his mother Dorothy Zaluski and 
older sister Katie. His two brothers Peter and Mike 
had come to Canada the year before. Mike came with 
his wife and three children Steve, Katie and Nettie. 

Mike had built a log house and started a home
stead 3 miles west of Komarno. Mike had written to 
his mother to come to Canada. In order to make 
accommodations for his mother, sister and brother, 
he had built a bigger house for his family and let his 
mother, sister and brother move into his first home. 

His mother sold whatever belongings they had 
and left their village of Micquie, Ukraine. They 
arrived in Canada following a 3 or 4 day stopover in 
London, England. Upon arriving, they spent a cou
ple of months in Winnipeg before leaving for Komar
no. They left Winnipeg by train for Stonewall, which 
was the end of the line. From Stonewall they walked 
carrying their personal belongings. 

Upon arriving at his brother's place, John, Katie 
and their mother started to make their home. Their 
furniture was just the basics a stove, homemade 
tables, chairs and beds. The beds were made out of 
split logs and hay was used for bedding. The hay they 
borrowed from a neigbhor. They also had their per
sonal belongings they had brought with them plus 
$500.00 in cash which they received from selling 
their belongings. 

Brother Mike had given his mother a cow. The 
cow had a calf in the fall. The calf was kept in the 
house over the winter. In the spring, John had bought 
another calf for $12.00. John had made a harness for 
the two calves and had used the calves for hauling 
logs. 

One of the first priorities upon arrival was to plant 
a garden. There weren't any open fields for a garden 
for the area was a thick forest with swampy areas. 
The garden was planted in the open spaces among the 
poplars. 

John had started school in Komarno but had to 
quit after going lY2 years and completing grade 1. In 
school he was taught how to write and read and add. 
Also in school he was taught how to build log houses. 
In the school yard the children would build a log 
house. 

Mike had gone to Winnipeg to work and John had 
to quit school to help in the building of a house for his 
brother Peter, who was going to get married. The 
house was built of logs and measured 30 feet x 16 
feet. The bush was thick with poplar and the trees 
grew tall and straight. The length of one poplar was 
the length the house was made. The poplars grew to 



heights of 30 feet or more. John had waded in water 
in order to cut some hay which his mother had tied 
into sheaves. The sheaves were used for the roof. In 
the house they had built a cellar which was made out 
of logs. John had used his calves to help haul the logs 
for the cellar. He also helped in the mining of the clay 
and straw which was used for plastering the cracks 
between the logs. 

The doors were made out of black poplar. The 
windows were made out of lumber which was bought 
at Komarno. In exchange for the lumber, John would 
haul cord wood in the winter time. In order to haul the 
cord wood John had to borrow the neighbor's oxen. 

One of John's jobs was to chop down 1 cord of 
cord wood a day. John at the age of 10 along with his 
nephew Steve age 9, would go out in the morning 
after completing their chores, to chop down a cord of 
wood apiece. The rule at that time was if one cannot 
chop a cord of wood one would not be given supper. 

A couple of times, both John and Steve were not 
able to chop down their cord of wood a day and were 
not allowed to have supper. John would go without 
supper but Steve would go to the granary, where the 
barrels of sauerkraut and pickles were kept. Here 
Steve would eat sauerkraut and pickles for his supper. 
John would go out to the neighbors, mostly to 
Shymkos, to babysit in return for his supper. 

In order to earn some extra money, John and his 
mother would go to the neighbors during harvest. 
John would gather the sheaves and his mother would 
tie them. John was unable to tie the sheaves because 
he was too young. John would go out to pick stones 
for 50¢ a day or for a pair of pigeons. The pigeons he 
would hide under his bed because his mother didn't 
want the pigeons in the house. 

After earning some money, John would walk 3 
mile to Komarno to buy some groceries. Having only 
enough money for groceries, John would never have 
enough money to buy clothing for himself. He never 
had shoes to wear in the summer time. When he had 
to walk to Komarno he would wear his mother's 
shoes which were too big for him. 

At 15 years of age, John went to work for Mr. 
Sliparchuk for $15.00 a month. In the winter his job 
was to look after the cattle. In the spring, John's job 
was to work and seed the fields. He got $50.00 a 
month. 

For the next three years John got a job loading 
cordwood onto the train at Komarno. John and an
other man would work from 9 to 5 and would load 17 
cords of wood a day. He got $50.00 a month for this 
job. Not having proper clothes he got a very bad cold 
and was unable to work for two weeks. 

His next job was working for a farmer in Bal-
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moral. He would work all week and come home on 
the weekends. One weekend he came to visit his 
sister Katie, who was now married to Mr. Pro
kopchuk and was living 2 miles south and 1 mile west 
of Komarno. Upon arrival to her place John had 
found out that Katie and brother Peter's wife Mary 
had burnt down the bam. The bam had to be built 
before winter, this meant that John had to give up his 
job in Balmoral and help to build the bam. John 
helped to cut down the logs, peel the logs and build 
the wall for the barn. The roof was made of grass and 
the cracks in between were filled with clay and straw 
mixture. 

In 1919 John's mother Dorothy Zaluski died and 
was buried in Komarno Cemetery. 

His next jobs took him to Winnipeg, Souris, 
Manitou, Sperling and other parts of the province. 

On January 29, 1929, John married Annie Chap
chan ski from Polson. After they were married John 
and Annie went to Sperling to work. After their 
return to Komamo, Mary their first daughter was 
born. They stayed the first winter at Annie's father's, 
Nick Chapchanski's place in Polson. 

In the spring, John bought a homestead in the 
Zbruch area. The homestead cost $10.00 for 160 
acres. The land had a house on it, but before they 
were able to move into the house, it burnt down. John 
had bought a bam which he took apart and used the 
logs for his house. He also bought shingles for 
$10.00, for the roof. He built a two room house. He 
started farming with 1 horse, 1 cow, 6 chickens and 1 
rooster. They got the chickens for a wedding present. 

In this house their second daughter Elsie was 
born. The four of them lived in that house for 10 years 
before John bought 160 acres of land across the road 
and moved to the new farm. John bought a log house 
which measured 30 feet x 20 feet. The house had an 
upstairs where the children slept. The only heat in the 
house was a box stove and a cooking stove. The heat 
would rise warming up the upstairs. Later on John 
added another part to the house which was used for 
the kitchen. This part was made out of lumber. 

John and Annie had three more daughters, Doro
thy, Stella and Olga. John and Annie were and still 
are members to the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Zbruch. The girls all went to the 
Zbruch school. In 1949, Elsie died and was buried in 
the church yard cemetery. 

John and Annie lived in that house until 1962 
when they sold the land and bought lY2 acres of land 
and a house in Komamo, where they now live. John 
just had his 82nd birthday on January 19, 1982 and 
Annie will be 68 in March. 



Stories and 
Short Stories 
Boy On A Horse 
by Anne Taylor 

oems 

Walking down the Main street of Stonewall in the 
early spring of 1917, I saw a big bay horse coming 
towards me at a sharp canter. The rider was Alan 
McLeod and he pulled up beside me and dared me to 
ride the horse. The look in his eye warned me to be 
wary, if Alan enjoyed riding that horse then it must be 
a high spirited beast, for he was known as "a cau
tion" around Stonewall. That's what you would hear 
the older people say about Alan, "Isn't he a cau
tion?" or "What will he do next?" but always with a 
chuckle. 

Alan enjoyed pranks and jokes but they were 
always good natured, and I instinctively knew that 
his big horse wouldn't obey me. Although we were in 
high school, he was running one year behind because 
he had insisted on taking Grade Seven over again. He 
said he owed it to his father who believed in things 
being done thoroughly, and Alan had a difficult time 
applying himself to school, although he admired his 
father, Dr. Alex McLeod who was a physician widely 
appreciated throughout the district. 

Alan was known to most of his school chums as 
Buster, but to his family as Alan, as he was to me, and 
when he couldn't get me to try his horse, he gave me 
the exciting news. Although only 17, he had been 
accepted into the Royal Flying Corps, and was to 
leave for training as soon as he was 18, only a few 
days off. It was the last time I was to see Alan 
Mcleod. 

In his brief flying career, Alan McLeod chalked 
up some notable exploits which became news around 
Stonewall, but it was on March 27, 1918, when he 
made military history. Flying a slow observation 
airplane along the battle front as the enemy launched 
a big offensive, his plane was attcked by eight fast 
fighters. While Alan maneuvered his cumberous 
craft, his observer-gunner shot down three of the 
enemy before the eyes of thousands of troops who 
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witnessed the unequal contest from the trenches be
low. 

With his plane on fire, Alan got out of the cock
pit, stood on the wing, and reaching to the controls 
brought the plane down to a crash landing in No
Man's-Land, with his gunner still firing at the enemy. 
With his companion trapped in the wreckage, Alan 
returned to the burning plane and dragged his gunner 
from the flames. He had five wounds and his gunner 
had six but they both lived, and Alan won the VC, for 
his valour in rescuing his comrade. His was one of the 
epic stories of the war, with countless witnesses from 
both sides the Boy Hero from Stonewall, Man
itoba. 

Alan's father was the popular family doctor and 
he immediately arranged to have someone take over 
his practice, while he left for England to personally 
supervise his son's recovery. It took months, but the 
day came when Dr. Alex McLeod accompanied his 
son to Buckingham Palace where Alan received the 
VC from King George V, and on October 1, 1918, 
they returned together to Stonewall. 

"The Rockwood Bear" 
In this land of health and plenty 

Where the wild game doth abound 
And the grouse and praire chicken 

In abundance can be found. 
Also ducks and geese and waterfowl 

Most beautiful and rare, 
And prairie dogs and coyotes, 

But have you heard about the bear? 
All Rockwood now is up in arms 

From Taylor's swamp to Jock's, 
And many of the timid ones 

Are suffering from nervous shocks. 
The reason for all this hubbub 

Perhaps you are not aware 
Some one has told somebody else 

That some one saw a bear. 
The boys don't go to see the girls 

Except just one or two 



That have got it very bad, 
Like Charlie, Hec or Joe. 

The kids are not attending school, 
They've had an awful scare 

Since Frank, and Bill, and Jack, 
And AI. and Eddie saw the bear. 

Frank Bell went for a stroll one night, 
As boys will sometimes do, 

To Simpson's, so the story goes, 
And returning between One and Two 

He spied something on the road 
With long, dark, shaggy hair; 

In a jiffy Frank was going some, 
He's sure he saw the bear. 

Bill Taylor had his whiskers punched 
Then togged in his Sunday clothes 

He hit the trail for Grassmere, 
Went visiting I suppose. 

He stayed till the youngsters went to bed 
And the old folks climbed the stair, 

Then said, "I guess I'll stay all night 
I'm afraid I'll meet the bear. " 

Ira, of the Post-Office staff, 
Likewise of Argus fame, 

Took a drive along the town line 
Then down a well kept lane 

While swinging in a hammock 
And enjoying the midnight air 

A rustling in the corn patch, 
Ira's sure it was the bear. 

Jack Watts who handles Rack-a-Rock 
And great sticks of dynamite, 

Filled his pockets with explosives 
And drove out of town one night; 

Next morning at the quarry 
All hands but Jack were there, 

He was down at William's citron patch 
A-hunting for the bear. 

Another chap, sort of ladies' man 
That runs a private bus, 

Who once captured a den of wolves 
And is familiarly known as "Russ" 

Heard Bruin was down at Wavy Bank 
Someone had found his lair, 

Now Russ goes down there twice a week 
He'll surely get the bear. 

Good people all and timid folk 
Pray put your fears to rest, 

Go down and see that old black pig 
Corralled by Billy Guest, 

There's the cause of all the gossip 
That you're hearing everywhere 

About the man who saw the man 
That said he saw the bear. 
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Remembe:r When -
A fowl supper and concert at Grassmere Church 

Anniversary, 1937, cost 50¢ for adults, 25¢ for chil
dren. 

Sleigh bells tinkled in the snow. 
Santa got stuck in the transom window at 

Tecumseh School at the Christmas concert and his 
helpers nearly froze holding the ladder below. 

Santa used to come in bouncing like a rubber ball 
to the delight of young and old at Tecumseh School. 

Ice cream was made at Grassmere Church picnic 
by a man turning the crank on the ice cream freezer 
during the hot afternoon. 

Dr. Evelyn used to travel the country in winter in 
a snowmobile driven by Charlie Larcombe. 

Dr. T. A. Munroe used to be driven to Grassmere 
Church in winter with horse and cutter driven by 
Jimmie Simms from Simms Livery, Stonewall. Chil
dren attending often received candy from the minis
ter or Jimmie as a reward for braving the cold. 

Butter was churned on the farm. 
Remember when several rail cars of potatoes and 

other vegetables were shipped from Balmoral in the 
mid-thirties to the drought areas of the west? 

Remember when an occasional load of wood was 
cut on Section 37? 

Sho:rt Sto:ry 
Back in 1963 in a beautiful scenic coulee on the 

farm of Art Lawrence, Balmoral, runs a stream 
known as Jack Fish Creek and when it ceased to run 
in July, some 1600 jack fish were trapped. A call for 
help to Ken Doan brought a government fisheries 
tank truck and with the help of Fred and Clifford 
Pulfer the coulee was dragged with a net and these 
healthy little jacks were caught and transferred to 
Pembina Lake, Manitoba. 

Sho:rt Sto:ry 
Stonewall Argus, 
Well even if I am 92 years old, I would like to 

renew my SUbscription for another year. 
For the history of Rockwood I was wondering 

how many knew we had a football league about the 
year 1909-11 which consisted of teams between 
Stonewall and Teulon; there were four or five teams. 
In those days there were few autos and we travelled 
by horse and buggy. On at least one occasion, Be
scoby Bros. hitched two teams of horses and we all 
went in his carryall. Some of the games were real 
battles and when it came to the finals we would 
charter a train from Stonewall to Teulon, and Teulon 
would charter a train from Teulon to Stonewall, stop
ping along the way to pick up passengers. I belonged 
to the team from Center school area and I will just 
name quite a few of our team members. See how 



many you remember - John Good Sr., Dave Good, 
Charles Shipley, Gamet Shipley, Chas. Little, Wm. 
Little, Jas. McEwen, John McEwen, and Harvey 
McEwen, Tom Storey, Herb Storey, Bert War
bington, John E. Curry, Wm. Currie and others I 
have forgotten. 

How did we finance well the girls took our hats 
and went around the crowd - no tickets ever sold but 
we did have good games. 

The Eaton's catalogue from the time it first ar
rived in homes in 1884 until its last issue in 1978 
brought hours of enjoyment to many busy farmers, 
house-bound mothers, and dreamy-eyed children. 
The arrival of each new issue was a big event in the 
lives of people whose trips to Winnipeg department 
stores were often only annual excursions. In the first 
quarter of the century the Eaton's catalogue added as 
much to a Rockwood child's education as the school
room did. A page from the 1884 issue is revealing 
much of the era. 

Fun Memories of the late 1930's 
"Silas Smidge from Thrnip Ridge" 
submitted by Neilona Robinson 

Balmoral had the pleasure of seeing one of the 
best plays entitled "Silas Smidge from Turnip 
Ridge" that has ever been put on the stage in the 
Community Hall for a great number of years. The 
talent was all local, and those taking part are to be 
highly commended upon the successful way in which 
each and all did their acts. Two hours and forty 
minutes of strenous going, keeping the audience in 
constant laughter. 

The spirit of action in the play and the time spent 
in its preparation must not be overlooked, and we will 
be glad to see you on the stage again. The cast 
included the following; Silas Smidge - Gordon 
Barbour, Thadeus McFetters Vic. Richards, Sim
plicity - McFetters - Mildred Barbour, Florence 
McFetters - Vivian Holloway, Newrithian Twigs 
Margaret Chatfield, Oswald Gorlic Dave Thom
son, Leola Pixley - Hazel Preston, Judy Armitage 
- Lillian Shewfelt, Ben Smidge - Wilfred Hollo
way, Rev. Ralph Thornhill Sidney McMurdo, 
Enid Thornhill Evelyne Peacock, Muriel Armi
tage - Mrs. W. L. Smith, Jack Brodie - Jack 
Trump. " 

The above is a news item from the Argus in the 
late 1930's. 

Farming Record for Forty Years 
"Grassmere Pioneer Gives Information Regard

ing Seeding and Harvest Dates. " 
Alexander Matheson, of Stony Mountain, who 

has been engaged in farming in the Grassmere dis
trict for the past 44 years, has kept a record of the 
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dates of seeding and harvest since 1885. This record 
gives the following dates on which seeding began on 
his own farm during the period stated: 

1885, May 11; 1886, April 8; 1887, April 20 (a 
bumper crop); 1888, April 28, 1889, April 10; 1890, 
April 24; 1892, May 9; 1893, May 4; 1894, May 11; 
1895, April 18, 1896, May 29 (poor crop); 1897, May 
3, 1898, April 25; 1899, May 17; 1900, April 20; 
1901, April 29; 1902, April 30; 1903, April 24; 1904, 
May 6; 1905, April 27; 1906, April 24; 1907, May 13, 
1908, May 4; 1909, May 10; 1910, April 28; 1911, 
April 27; 1912, April 25; 1913, April 23; 1914, April 
28; 1915, April 17 (57 bushels to acre); 1916, May 6; 
1917, May 3; 1918, April 17. 

Mr. Matheson's dates for the beginning of wheat 
harvest on his farm were: 1885, Aug. 31; 1886, Aug. 
7; 1887, Aug. 14; 1888, Sept. 3; 1889, Aug. 20; 1890, 
Aug. 19; 1891, Aug. 31; 1892, Aug. 27; 1893, Aug. 
21; 1894, Aug. 21; 1895, Aug. 21; 1896, Sept. 5; 
1897, Aug. 23; 1898, Aug. 25; 1899, Aug. 28; 1900, 
Aug. 14; 1901, Aug. 17; 1902, Aug. 18; 1903, Aug. 
14; 1904, Aug. 25; 1905, Aug. 23; 1906, Aug. 13; 
1907, Sept. 2; 1908, Aug. 18; 1909, Aug. 18; 1910, 
Aug. 18; 1911, Aug. 18; 1912, Aug. 21; 1913, Aug. 
16; 1914, Aug. 6; 1915, Aug. 11; 1916, Aug. 11; 1917, 
Aug. 18. 

The crop of 1875 was eaten by grasshoppers. 
Three crops were frozen, one totally and two par
tially. One light crop was harvested, and all the rest 
ran 14 to 28, except the bumper crop of 1915, which 
yielded 57 bushels to the acre. Ten acres of the land 
which yielded 57 bushels to the acre was broken in 
1873 and cultivated from that time. 

Mr. Matheson is a brother of His Grace Arch
bishop Matheson, primate of Canada. 

Past Memories 
Thirty Years Ago (Feb. 6/35) 

Mr. Alex Matheson and family, of Grassmere, 
have moved into their new stone residence, which 
has just been completed. Mr. 1. Howsman was the 
stone-mason and Mr. 1. F. McCullough in charge of 
the carpentry. 

Mr. Levi Erb left on Tuesday to visit for a time in 
Ontario. 

Messrs. W. Kramer, M. Clift, 1. M. Riley and W. 
1. Hepburn are taking part in the Winnipeg bonspiel. 

"Growing" A House 
Modem homes are erected quickly according to 

cut and dried contracts, but pioneer homes just 
"grew up off the land" like the big stone home at 
Grassmere built by Alexander Matheson. 

When Mr. Matheson, married in 1875, the first 
little house was a log one" grown right on the land" . 
Then he started saving stones for a larger home and 



gathered all the granite boulders that were scattered 
over his farm. It took years, but finally there was 
enough stone. A stonemason was engaged and Mr. 
Matheson and his sons started building. And there 
stands that fine old home today with a cornerstone 
bearing the date 1904 a monument to the courage 
and resourcefulness of the Selkirk Settlers, of which 
John Matheson, the father of Archbishop S. P. Math
eson and Alexander Matheson, was a member. 

Alexander Matheson, still resides at Grassmere, 
in the big stone house that just grew up off the land. 

From Dearham, England 
Joseph Carruthers was a butcher by trade. He 

kept everything on paper not in his head. He 
expected pay - and he got it. Smart man! 

Joseph Ashburn - Dearham, England 
Jan. 3, 1851 Left unpaid 7 shillings 

6 lb. mutton @. 4V2¢ lb. 2 shillings 3 pence 
1 kidney 3 pence 

Jan. 10 I cow head I shilling 4 pence 
3V" lb. mutton @ 4V2¢ 
lb. 1 shilling 3 pence 

Feb. 7 Left unpaid 1 shilling 6 pence 
Feb. 21 4V2 lb. mutton 5V2¢ 

lb. 1 shilling II pence 
Mar. 7 4 lb. mutton @ 5¢ lb. I shilling 8 pence 

Total 17 shillings 2 pence 
This is a sample of his 
wares after his arrival in 
Canada 

Patrick McGuire (a neighbor) 
Apr. 10. 1856 Balance on cedar posts $.s0 

May 17 
Jan. 7.1857 
Mar. 31 
Apr. 14 

1 calf skin 16 lb. .80 
9 lb. butter .76 
25 cedar posts 4¢ each 1.00 
5 lb. 2 oz. butter .52 
4 lb. butter .40 
Total $3.98 

John Mawson (his brother-in-law) 
submitted by Edwin Hartle 

Last statement - Forgot at the time, that you got 
$3.00 to pay for the sugar kettle. And $1.00 that 
Sarah lent Father when he went to pay Scott for the 
potatoes and 1 sovern that Moses borrowed, and 2 
sovern that Mother got. And $10.00 to pay for the 
machine, 

Balmoral Brick Yard 
by Ivy Harcus 

The brick yard was not operating in the 1930's but 
it was a great place to play "hide and seek" down the 
long rows of drying flats. 

The deep hole from which the clay for bricks had 
been dug made a good swimming hole for the local 
boys. It was usually filled with water in the spring. 
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Local Lime Kilns 
by Ivy Harcus 

Sandy McMillan and Robert Bell had what was 
known as P'dt Kilns on their respective farms. 

They burned limestone and hauled it to Win
nipeg. Some of it was used for the first City Hall. 

As a youth Jack Cameron often worked nights to 
keep the fires going, 

Some of the kiln still remains on the farm of John 
Harcus. 

Memories of Riding in a School Van 
by Mrs. I. Harcus 

Summer and winter the 2 horse team drawn vans 
were used. Summer vans were a brownish color with 
canvas sides which could be rolled up. I remember 
when Percy Sutherland who was one of the older 
pupils rode in the van he kept a small switch hidden 
in the canvas which he used to keep order if the boys 
became too noisy. 

When Mr. Austin who had a very English accent 
became roused at the children he always threatened 
them with "I shall throw you out" . 

Once when Mr. Trump drove he lost control of the 
team of horses. They ran so fast the sleigh box upset 
and flew off the runners. Mary Appleyard leapt out 
and for days had a stiff neck. 
Extra notes 

William Harcus used oxen to break his land and 
was considered one of the best oxen drivers in the 
area. The farm had a lot of oak and stone and was 
back breaking work so much had to be done by hand. 

McMillan breaking bush during winter with big 
outfit. 

It was customary in the depression years for tax 
payers to work out their bills by hauling gravel for 
roads during winter months which meant the sleigh 
road had to be to one side of the grade. The days were 
long and cold for the men hauling gravel from 4 or 5 
A.M. til 6 P.M. The pit man burned wood to thaw the 
frozen gravel. The teamsters often carried their lunch 
which was frozen by noon. 

Balmoral School Vans 
by Mrs. I. Harcus 

At one time there were four vans and later when 
enrollment increased two more routes were added. 

Summer and winter vans were drawn by horses. 
Summer vans were high wheeled corned wagons 
with brown canvas sides which could be rolled up in 
warm weather. 

Winter vans were red boxes with white canvas 
tops. The floors were covered with straw. Seats on 
either side and fur robes were used until later when 
heaters were installed. 



Some of the children who were first on the route 
were in the van by 8:00 A.M. 

Some of the van drivers for Route 1 I remember 
were Owen Austin, William Trump, W. Martin, An
nie Martin, Mr. Waddington, Hawkins, Leo Mercer. 

Later the vans were replaced by the drivers' car 
who often made two trips to carry the children. 

Short Story 
One incident the Jack family will never forget 

happened on May 2, 1970 just 3 days after the dial 
telephones were hooked up for use in our area. A 
spark from the garbage barrel ignited a flax bale on 
the septic field - there was a strong north wind and 
soon all the bales were ablaze right next to the house. 
Alex had a hose running across the yard from the 
pump house to fill the cistern, but there was only a 
slow dribble, no pressure, so there was no hope of 
putting the fire out with our water supply. Islay went 
to phone the Fire Department - there was no crank 
on the phone to give the customary fire call -
PANIC - no number was posted - the party line 
was busy. Fortunately when Mrs. Emil Kiel heard of 
our predicament she immediately hung up the phone 
and the call was made to the Teulon Fire Department. 
It wasn't long before help arrived the Fire truck 
with Albert Dellebuur in command of the firemen, 
R.C.M.P. patrol car, Rens Renooy and his Am
bulance, George Grahame, Gibby Marmonier fol
lowed the Fire truck and Mr. and Mrs. Emil Kiel. 
Luckily for us that the Fire truck was here to save the 
oldstone milk house, th::! roof caught on fire and with 
the north wind it was in direct line with the house. We 
were all so thankful for the quick response received, 
otherwise this little story would have a different 
ending. 

Out Back 
The Australians talk about their out back that 

great expanse of barren land in the middle of their 
continent. Canada had its Out Back also that 4 x 4 
building that stood behind every home and public 
building before the coming of electricity and running 
water. The building that drew most attention at Hal
loween. The building that was always 40° below zero 
inside when it was only 20° below outside. That great 
sentinel in time of need. The building with the Eat
on's catalogue hanging at half mast in one corner. 
Why did everyone avoid the shiny pages? This cata
logue could also tell the season of the year as by 
harvest time you were generally back to the harness 
section. 

When asked where the comfort station was you 
always received the same answer OUT BACK. 

397 

Short Story 
(The name Jane Doe has been used rather than the 

real name). 
Now this is the funny side of farming. In the early 

days when Jane Doe first came, a neighbor woman 
tried to help her out. Jane had bought some hens. The 
neighbor told her to put some eggs under a hen when 
the hen wants to stay on the nest all the time. So Jane 
did that. The neighbor told her that it takes three 
weeks to hatch chickens and four weeks for t:lrkeys. 
When the three weeks were up, the neighbor dropped 
in to see if Jane had had any luck with her chickens. 
Jane said, "They haven't come yet, but I intend to 
leave them for four weeks and have turkeys." 

More Than History - Old Time 
Hospitality 
submitted by Grace Willox: 

Back in the good old days of blocked roads and 
cold weather and only horse transportation wel
comed a stopping place for a cup of coffee with 
lunch. 

When the snow was gone and the roads fit for cars 
many city people put water in their rad and head for 
the country for a week-end outing. Sundays could 
bring from 20 to 30 guests for supper. Toward fall 
they appreciated the produce from the garden and 
orchard to take home with them. The philosophy of 
many city visitors was that country living was easy 
because there was always plenty of food generously 
given. There was no thought of the effort. This is just 
a little human interest story experienced by many 
county people. 

Remember The Barn Dances? 
submitted by Marie Palen 

In 1929 Eddie Campbell had a large barn built, 
the carpenter was Mr. Chas. McPherson and his 
helpers were Charlie Fenn and John Salavich. The 
stones for the foundation were hauled by horses from 

Ed Campbell barn where many barn dances were held. Barn 
built in 1929. 



the ridge about three miles west which was known as 
the "Copeland farm - loaded and unloaded by 
hand. The barn held twelve horses, used for doing 
the farming and at least as many or more cows. The 
following summer there were bam dances held with 
orchestras from Winnipeg such as Andy Desjarlais, 
Fred Hadaller, Jimmy Gowler, etc. and very often our 
own local well loved orchestra of Dune. Wood and 
family. The bam dances were held for at least two 
summers but after putting hay in the loft for winter it 
was so dusty and being so high was hard to clean. 
Then because of fire hazard, dances were discon
tinued. 

Short Story 
"Hoppers Got 1875 Crop District Pioneer 
Recalls" 

(This is one of a series of articles on early settlers 
of Manitoba with particular reference to old-timers of 
what are now the municipalities of Rockwood and 
Woodlands.) 

Last surviving member of a large family which 
came west in 1873-4, A. G. McArthur is now living 
in retirement on Garfield Street in Winnipeg. His 
father, Peter McArthur came to Canada from Islay, 
Scotland in 1837. He worked in Toronto for 11 years, 
saved enough money to make a start in the back
woods in the township of Ora, Simcoe county, On
tario, near what is now the town of Orillia. 

After clearing a hundred-acre bush farm, he 
turned his eyes to the west in 1874 and came to 
Manitoba with three of his children via Port Arthur 
and the Dawson route. The mother and seven chil
dren followed in 1875. They made the trip via Du
luth, Moorhead and S. S. International to Winnipeg. 

"It was a rough and dirty place at which we 
landed. They called it the immigration shed. Rather a 
poor shed but we were preparing to spend the night 
there when Alex Matheson appeared with a team and 
a load of lumber. " 

"We had not been expected so soon and when he 
saw our plight, he at once unloaded the lumber, piled 
it on the wharf and took us out to our new home that 
night. It was a plain log house thatched with straw 
located on SVZ 20-13-lE. Mark Fortune had filed on 
this land a year or two before and the McArthurs 
bought improvements, homestead and pre-emption 
rights for three hundred dollars. 

The first crop was completely harvested by the 
grasshoppers. When finished, the field was as black 
as a summerfallow. "We had brought three horses 
and a few cows. " 

After loss of the first crop my father decided to 
gradually build up a good herd of cattle. There was 
always a market for butter and beef and we never 
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suffered undue hardship even when the crops failed. 
At one time we had about 80 head of cattle and put up 
225 tons of hay for winter feed. 

"One of our problems in the first few years was in 
getting meat. We bought salted pork brought in from 
the States, shot prairie chicken and canned them for 
winter use and sometimes we could buy pemmican. 
After the first year or two we had meat of our own and 
some to sell. " 

More settlers were coming in and by 1877 a 
school was needed. Peter McArthur donated an acre 
of land and a log building was put up. It had a 
thatched roof. A carpenter was hired to put in doors 
and windows, blackboards and home-made desks. 

All other work was done by voluntary labor; there 
were no worries about debentures. The only costs 
were the carpenters' wages, paid in cash. 

One year was so wet that only two or three of the 
15 children enrolled were able to get to school. There 
were no graded roads. The first teacher was John 
McLeod. In 1889 Alec McArthur left the farm to 
begin his high school and university training. 

He taught at Centre school, N.W. of Stonewall, 
during the summer holidays and for three years after 
graduation in 1895. 

After some years at Stony Mountain, Oak Lake 
and Emerson he came to Winnipeg; was principal at 
Gladstone school. He was there 10 years, at Laura 
Secord for 25 years and retired in 1938. 

Mr. McArthur has other interests outside of 
school, woodworking and music. He was for some 
years choir-master at Chalmers' church (on Clifton 
Street) and he has in his home some fine examples of 
his skill as a wood-turner. 

A Slow Race to the Hospital 
submitted by Ray Fines 

Stories about storms, feats of heroism etc. re
mind me of what happened right in our own district 
during the winter of 1955-6. Before the end of Febru
ary of that year all previous records of the amount of 
snow which had fallen in Manitoba had been broken. 
Snow kept falling, however, and a total depth of 
around 110 inches was reached before winter was 
over. There were no winter thaws that year, so the 
snow was still with us in March. 

That fall I had started teaching in Ridgeway 
school. Before Christmas roads were blocked at 
times for cars, so having a team of horses and a 
sleigh, I made a road across our west field. Then 
going west mostly through bush got to Oliver Hib
bitt's north farm where they were living then, crossed 
his yard and going on west finally came to the back or 
east side of the school yard. The total distance trav
elled would be about three miles. Part of it was along 



the road allowance but most of it was through bush. 
No one else used the entire road but some part of it 
was used by other people. 

There were just three roads running west of Bal
moral town line which were ploughed out then. The 
first one was at Balmoral, the next one two miles 
north and the Gunton road which was 4 miles north. 

During the winter of 1955-6 these roads were 
ploughed out so often, that in most places the banks 
on each side were much higher than a car. Later on 
they got so narrow that meeting another car required 
quite a bit of manoeuvering by both drivers. Then a 
blizzard in early March closed the three roads com
pletely and snow ploughs did not even try to get them 
open. 

One morning, soon after this last blizzard, there 
was a knock on the school door. When the door was 
opened there was a Balmoral school van, two teams 
of horses and sleighs and several men on the road. 
Hayton Morland, who had knocked on the door, said 
they had Mr. Wooster, who lived about a mile north, 
in the van. He had been kicked and trampled by one 
of his horses that morning and his leg had been 
broken. Mrs. Wooster had sent word to their son-in
law, Ernie Watts, of the accident. Ernie was a Bal
moral van driver, but since roads were all blocked the 
Balmoral School was closed that day. Ernie with the 
van along with three neighbors Hayton Morland, 
Norman Matt and Peter Vanderploeg and two teams 
and sleighs hurried up to help Mr. and Mrs. Wooster. 
When they found out that Mr. Wooster's leg was 
broken, they put him on a ladder and carried him to 
the house. After a quick cleanup he was carried out to 
the van, still on the ladder. The ladder was too long to 
go into the van so they asked Mr. Wooster where they 
could find a saw. While one of the men went for the 
saw, Hayton put Mr. Wooster's mind at rest by saying 
"Don't worry, Charlie, it's the ladder not the leg, we 
are sawing off. " 

While this had been going on, someone had 
phoned Teulon to find out a way to get the patient to 
the hospital. Arrangements were made. The munic
ipal snow plow said they would open up the road to 
my east comer, 3 miles north of Balmoral sometime 
that afternoon. The doctor would follow the snow 
plow in his car and both the doctor and the snow plow 
would wait there for them. They wanted to know 
from me where my road was and could they get out to 
the comer, as that would be the only possible way. 

While my trail was not a very good one, it was 
passable and I told them how to find it. Go east to 
Oliver Hibbit's then north etc. From our lane to the 
east comer Bill McKnight and I had had a road cut 
through the bush to the town line. The snow plow had 
kept it open, so it would be good. Getting through my 
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yard would be a problem as my road ended at the 
bam. They said getting through the yard was the least 
of their worries and off they went, a team and sleigh 
ahead of the van, to make sure of the road with the 
other sleigh following the van ready to help if help 
was needed. 

About 2:00 my mother and Anne, seeing a van 
and two sleighs coming slowly across the west field 
wondered what-ever could have happened to the 
school teacher. When they arrived in the yard they 
drove over a very high steep snow bank, in front of 
the house, while two men held the van to keep it from 
tipping over. They stopped and told Anne what had 
happened, while the two teams were unhitched and 
put in the bam. Then, all getting into the van, con
tinued the easy half mile to the comer. 

Arriving there they found not one, but two snow 
plows along with Dr. Penner waiting for them. Mr. 
Wooster was quickly taken to the hospital where he 
made a rapid and successful recovery. He must have 
suffered terribly during the eight to nine hours it took 
to travel the twelve miles to Teulon. 

The Little Grey School 
submitted by Anne Taylor 

One usually thinks of the little red schools when 
referring to the ones built by the pioneers, before or 
shortly after the tum of the century. The one I at
tended, however, was slate grey. 

You will not be able to find it as any sign of its 
existence has long since disappeared. In fact, the 
whole landscape has changed. This was brought 
home to me a number of years ago. 

I was on my way back to Winnipeg after visiting 
relatives who live a mile north of what we call the 
Brant School Comer. 

As I turned east at that comer, on the road to 
Stonewall, I noticed a police car coming from the 
west. It was some distance away but moments later 
was along side and the policeman was beckoning me 
to stop. 

"What's wrong" , I asked, in surprise? 
"Let me see your license". 
"But what did I do? What's the trouble?" I was 

completely mystified as I passed him my wallet. 
"Take out the card and pass it to me. " 
I felt foolish but I Was also angry when I saw the 

twinkle in his eye. 
He asked me if I knew the district well and if I 

came out that way often. 
By this time I was a sullen old woman as I 

answered defensively, "I was born out here. I come 
out this way often to visit relatives. I usually use the 
road north of here. I attended a little school that used 
to be at that comer back there. " 



The twinkle in the eyes of the policeman had 
changed to one of interest as he said, "That's where 
you committed the crime. You went through a stop 
sign" . 

I was shocked as I exclaimed, "A stop sign away 
out here! I craned my neck to look back. Sure 
enough, there it was and I had passed right by with
out seeing it. The mountie was saying; "This isn't 
my district. I'm just passing through. It has been a 
pleasure meeting you." 

He tipped his hat and drove off in a cloud of dust. 
I drove back to Winnipeg more slowly than usual. 

My mind was not on the policeman but on all the 
changes that had taken place in the Brant district and 
especially my memories of the little grey school. 

I remembered the first day when I walked the two 
miles to the Brant school with my sister. How excited 
I was! My mother had made me a white dress of 
sturdy white cotton. It had a row of red rick rack braid 
about three inches from the bottom. I was so proud of 
it. 

When we arrived at the school my sister showed 
me where white violets grew at the comer of the 
fence beside some lilac bushes. The violets were still 
in bloom and of course it was the first week in 
September. Then the bell rang and everyone ran to 
the front step to line up. 

We were lined up according to height so I led the 
girls row. There was a porch across the front of the 
school with two doors leading into the classroom. I 
had been there before to school concerts but it was 
still kind of scary and when the teacher told me to sit 
with two little boys in the double seat near the win
dow I was embarrassed. 

At recess the boys asked me ifI would like to play 
horse. They had a length of rope and said that they 
would be the horses. They told me to drive them 
along the ditch till they could find a little poplar so 
that they could get aleafy branch for a switch. They 
galloped along jumping over little bushes and clumps 
of grass. I couldn't see the obstacles until it was too 
late so as often as not I would fall flat on my face. 

When I skinned my knee and it started to bleed 
the boys ran off and left me at the back of the school 
yard crying bitterly. My new dress was a mess and I 
never did have the chance to use the switch. 

I had a dim view of boys after that. However, 
when I had to sit with a neighbour boy in grade seven 
because there was a shortage of Geography text 
books it was rather fun. 

I had been idling along and remembering how 
worried I was about letting my mother see the mess 
my dress was in, what with the dirt and blood and 
tears. I remember her putting her arms around me 
and telling me not to worry - that she would soak it 
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in cold water over night and wash it out in the morn
ing and it would be as good as new. 

My day dreaming stopped when I reached the 
main highway and speeded up to get in the flow of 
traffic. 

Later I took my cup of tea into the living room. 
But instead of turning the T. V. on, I sat in the dim 
light and my thoughts went back to the little Brant 
School. I could see the two rows of double seats, with 
a shorter one in the middle, to leave room for the long 
black cast iron stove that would hold a cord wood 
length stick of firewood. 

I remembered the cold two mile walk in the 
winter time and how we would huddle around the 
stove until the room warmed up. Our sandwiches 
would still be frozen at lunch time and we would put 
them on the back of the stove to thaw out. One 
morning one of the girls put her bottle of ink on the 
stove and it exploded. The ink shot up to the ceiling 
and made a beautiful pattern. It was still there getting 
fainter and more beautiful each year as long as the 
school was in use. 

I closed my eyes and imagined I had been given 
the rare privilege of tidying the library. The library 
was a table in the comer at the front of the room. 
There was a short row of books that smelled musty, a 
chalk box, a pile of blackboard brushes waiting to be 
clapped clean, a pile of scribblers waiting to be 
corrected and the water pail. And yet many of the 
girls and boys from those little schools went on to 
make a name for themselves. 

I became so wound up with all the remembering 
that I found it difficult to get to sleep that night. It was 
strange that a policeman and a stop sign had made me 
remember in such detail the little Brant school, and 
so many things that had happened there over sixty 
years before. 

A few years ago I was passing the Brant school 
comer. It was August and a beautiful field of wheat 
was ripening right up to the fence at the comer. The 
row of maple trees we had planted along the fence, 
going west, were long gone. The shade trees that had 
been at the west side of the school, as well as the 
willows at the north end of the schoolyard, (a favorite 
place to eat our lunch) were now a part of the farmers 
field. 

I got out of the car and walked over to the comer 
of the fence where the lilacs had grown. I got down 
on my knees and there snuggling near the post in the 
long grass was a clump of white violets. 

My Favourite Church 
By Anne Taylor 

Not being a regular church-goer, but having at
tended services of many denominations, I trust that I 



can make you see why I have such an affection for 
what I call "my little church." 

It's the old Victoria Anglican. She celebrated her 
Hundredth Birthday last summer. About thirty miles 
north of Winnipeg on Number Seven Highway, there 
is bog land as far as the eye can see, to the right, but 
to the left on the other side of the highway there is a 
ridge of gravel and site left by receding glaciers. Here 
in this beautiful spot nature has taken over. 

The little church sits on a knoll a short distance 
from the highway. The site was well chosen as there 
must have been flooding and there was no drainage 
system. I have often driven the extra mile and spent a 
few quiet moments there on my way to Argyle. It is a 
lonely spot, but so peaceful. As you park at the 
strong wire fence that encloses the churchyard, the 
air is full of scent of wild flowers. Bluebells, black
eyed Susans, Gentians, Purple Sage, Buffalo Berry 
and Daisies growing over, around and beyond the 
century-old graves and farther back in the long grass, 
tall Blue Asters, Maiden Hair and blood red Lilies. 
Where else in Manitoba could you find such a collec
tion of endangered species? 

I have sat in one of the hand-carved pews for a 
quiet moment of reflection and when I have put 
money in the old collection plate on the vestry table I 
have marvelled at the money already there; quarters, 
dimes and pennies. It has made me happy that fam
ilies and others go out of their way because they love 
the little church as I do. 

But that is in the past. People began to steal the 
collection. The black pot-bellied stove and the six 
ancient kitchen chairs that flanked it were also taken. 
There was evidence that transients were using the 
church. A careless smoker could wipe out history in 
a few minutes. The door had to be padlocked. 

Once the belfry blew down, but the next time I 
passed by it, it was in place and proudly holding the 
old bell. There was a new green roof and fresh white 
paint on the walls and belfry. The old organ was 
hauled back from a nearby farm and its chords were 
mellow and sweet on the day of the Anniversary. 
Someone had taken the trouble to put it in shape. The 
belfry rope that was blackened with age was pulled 
by an old timer and soon the century old bell was 
peeling out loud and clear. It seemed to be calling us 
back to its beginning. 

We were told by the guest speaker that his great 
grandfather, his grandfather and his father all held 
service in this little church. With a voice filled with 
emotion he took us back in time to see his great 
grandfather walking on foot or on snowshoes to visit 
the sick, lonely or troubled people of his Parish. He 
told us about the building of the church and how 
people came for miles on foot or horse-back or buggy 
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or sleigh for morning service and for a visit after
wards. They were hungry for news and human com
panionship. He made us see the lonely traveller, who 
on the long trek from Winnipeg with a heavy pack on 
his back, would rest for a while in the church away 
from the flies and mosquitoes. 

I marvel at the fact that the church has withstood 
the fires that must have raged through the area. I have 
a picture in my mind of pioneers hurrying with teams 
of oxen and walking plows to tum over furrow after 
furrow around the building to make a firebreak. They 
would be thrown from side to side as they tried 
desperately to keep the share in the dry ground. I can 
see them beating out flames that had jumped the 
fire guard or climbing the roof to put out the fire with 
wet gunny sacks. Can't you see the women and 
children wildly pumping water at a nearby farm and 
filling barrels that would be on a stoneboat and pulled 
by oxen? 

Long may my little church stand - so much of 
our history is lost or destroyed. Buildings are tom 
down or modernized and there is so little of perme
nance left. I trust that the little Victoria church will 
survive for many more Anniversaries. 

Col. Bedson and his Buffalo 
submitted by Neilona Robinson 

The story of Rockwood would not be complete 
without mention of the buffalo herd that once roamed 
the prairie near Stony Mountain. 

In 1873 Charles A. Alloway, a soldier, freighter 
and afterwards a banker in Winnipeg, and the Honor
able James McKay of Headingley, a hunter and native 
of Manitoba, went on a buffalo hunt near Battleford 
on the Battle River (now Saskatchewan). 

After each spring hunt buffalo calves would be 
orphaned or abandoned; the mothers having been 
killed or driven away. These calves would wander 
about to die of starvation or be eaten by the wolves. 
Some of them would even venture up to the camp 
fires. 

Alloway and McKay caught three of them and 
with the aid of a cow, raised them. Alloway could not 
keep them around Winnipeg, and so they were left 
with McKay at Headingley. 

In 1878 McKay died, and, Alloway who was now 
a banker, had no place to keep the herd of now 
thirteen. They were offered for sale. It was then that 
Samuel Lawrence Bedson bought the entire herd for 
$1000.00 which he had borrowed from Donald A. 
Smith (Lord Strathcona) and the buffalo were moved 
to Stony Mountain. 

Colonel Bedson was the Warden of the Penitenti
ary from 1872 to 1891. He owned the north-east 
quarter and the north-west quarter of section two, 



township thirteen, range two east. Here he built a 
large home and a small cottage for his two Indian 
herdsmen, Tom and Adam Daniels. He loved wild 
animals many of which he caught and tried to tame. 
On his farm he also had a pair of moose which had 
been trained by William Vincent to haul in tandem a 
sleigh across the snow. Colonel Bedson was so suc
cessful with his herd of buffalo that ten years later his 
herd had increased to 110 head. 

In 1888 settlers were coming in and so he dis
posed of the herd. He returned 27 head to Donald A. 
Smith, in payment for the money he had borrowed, 
who in tum, gave the City of Winnipeg five head. 
Their descendents you see in City Park today. Some 
of the herd he sent to Banff. 

The remainder, eighty-three in number, was sold 
to "Buffalo" Jones in Kansas for $50,000.00. A 
special train took the herd from Stony Mountain to 
Texas. Here the ticks and heat bothered them and they 
were moved northward to the Montana border. 

"B uffalo" Jones sold the herd to Allard, a 
French-Canadian, and Pablo, a Mexican, who had a 
ranch on Flathead Reserve. By 1906 the herd num
bered 800 and as their land lease had expired the herd 
could only be disposed of on the butcher's block. 

But here again, three men, Alexander Ayotte, 
Honorable Frank Oliver and Sir Wilfred Laurier, 
played an important role. Ayotte, a Canadian Gov
ernment agent in Montana approached Hon. Frank 
Oliver, Canadian Minister of Interior, who took an 
option on the herd at $245.00 per head. This large 
expenditure required the sanction of the Government 
of which Sir. Wilfred Laurier was Prime Minister. He 
approved the sale with these words, "In so far as it is 
within the power of men, the buffalo shall not perish 
from the earth" . 

So it was that seven hundred sixteen buffalo were 
delivered to Elk Island, Wainwright, and Banff, and 
later to Wood Buffalo National Reserve, all in N orth
em Alberta. In 1960 some 13,000 buffalo ranged 
these reserves under the care of watchful wardens. 

While the buffalo were at Stony Mountain they 
were of great interest to the settlers and many stories 
were told of them. The following is one of these as 
told by Col. Bedson's daughter when she was in her 
eightieth year. 

"Christmas afternoon father had a two-year old 
bull hitched to a toboggan for the pleasure of his eight 
guests, who all sat down on the toboggan. Five or six 
prisoners held a rope around the buffalo's neck. All 
of a sudden it took a terrible jump in the air. Prisoners 
and guests scattered far and wide in the snow. The 
animal ran out of sight. 

In the spring father got a letter from North Dako
ta. A buffalo with a piece of rope around his neck was 
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wandering about. Was it he? A man was sent to bring 
the erring one home" . 
Buffalo Dusk 
The Buffaloes are gone. 
And those who saw the buffaloes are gone. 
Those who saw the buffalo by the thousands 
And how they pawed the prairie sod 
Into dust with their hoofs, 
Their great heads down 
Pawing on in a great pageant of dusk, 
Those who saw the buffaloes are gone. 
And the buffaloes are gone. 

Information from 
"Story of Stony Mountain and District". 

Balmoral's Outstanding Athlete 
Unlike many hamlets, Balmoral can boast of a 

true athlete, Ross MacKenzie, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. D. Mackenzie. 

Ross' story as a track star began shortly after he 
graduated from Stonewall Collegiate entering the 
South Illinois University where he won the trophy for 
the most valuable trackman in 1967-68. 

In 1966 Ross was chosen to go to Jamaica to 
compete in the British Empire Games. He ran in the 
220 and 440, reaching the semi-finals in both and 
receiving a silver medal as a member of the mile relay 
team. 

Ross made Balmoral proud again as he claimed a 
silver medal as a member of the 1600 metre relay 
team at the 1967 Pan-Am Games in Winnipeg. 

The Olympic Games in Mexico saw Ross par
ticipating once more as a member of the Canadian 
Team. Before Ross left, however, he was honored in 
the Balmoral Memorial Hall at a Testimonial Dinner 
served by the United Church Women. Guest speak
ers for the evening were Don Clark, Ross ' high 
school coach, and Jim Daly, his Manitoba coach. Mr. 
Daly gave a very interesting point in his speech -
there had not been a Manitoba track member on the 
Canadian Olympic Track Squad since 1948! 

Ross was presented with tokens of appreciation 
from the community by Mr. Jim Moore and Mr. 
Harvey Paul, which was followed by a standing ova
tion. 

In the Olympics Ross ran a personal best in the 
400 metre, that being in the quarter finals. 

Ross decided to resign from running as a com
petitor, but Balmoral will always remember and ap
preciate the honor he brought to his home communi
ty. 

An Exciting Experience 
by Anne Taylor 

Rev. William Vincent who is now the minister at 



St. Bartholomew Anglican Church in St. Vital, Win
nipeg, comes from a long line of service to the faith. 
His great grandfather, grandfather, and father were all 
ministers in the old All Saints Victoria Church north 
of Stonewall. He took the service there when the 
church celebrated its one hundredth birthday. 

Bill Vincent grew up in Stony Mountain. He had 
a scary experience when as a young lad he was the 
first to find two dangerous criminals who had es
caped. 

He was delivering papers to a house at the quarry. 
He saw a man in a swamp and hurried to the house to 
report it. The police were called and the man was 
later apprehended. 

Young Bill was too scared to go home by himself. 
He hurried to the Penitentiary to wait for someone 
coming off shift so that he would have company back 
to the village. When a driller came out he told him 
what had happened and they started off. There was 
long grass by the side of the road and Bill noticed a 
cigarette in the grass. Then he saw a man hiding in 
the ditch. Bill had found the second escapee also. 

He received a twenty-five dollar reward and was 
interviewed by an editor of the Free Press. The write
up was in the paper along with his picture. There 
were articles in magazines also that were well illus
trated. 

The Found Watch 
Meta Verbrugge 

On one of Jack Vergrugge's trips home to Hol
land, he was able to locate where an R.C.A.F. plane 
of World War II had crashed killing all but one of the 
crew. Through communication with a local girl in 
that area he found out that her brother was wearing a 
watch that had been found at the crash site. The 
inscription on the back of the watch showed that it 
belonged to Allister McLeod of Balmoral, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William McLeod. Jack was able to bring 
this watch back to Allister's parents, then retired in 
Stonewall. 

Later an identification bracelet belonging to an
other member of the crew was found on the spot of the 
crash and returned to his parents in Saskatchewan. 

The Charcoal Burners 
submitted by Norman Gorman 

Many homesteaders came to Manitoba with little 
or no cash. The farm produced nothing until it was 
cleared and cultivated. The first two years on the land 
were often years of hardship because there was lack 
of money or means to obtain the necessities of life. 
The settlers in or near a wooded district might sell 
poplar poles but even after making a long trip to 
Winnipeg, he could only get four or five dollars for a 
cord and a half of good dry wood. 
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A pioneer of the seventies told me of another 
method for earning a little cash income-burning char
coal and marketing it in Winnipeg. John Still, now 
ninety-seven years old was one of a group in the 
Greenwood and Dundas settlements who were 
"Charcoal Burners". Here is his story. 

"You could make charcoal from almost any kind 
of sound wood. The most commonly used for this 
purpose was poplar. Oak and willow were also used 
but poplar was plentiful and either dry or green could 
be used. Dry poplar was the easiest to burn and there 
was plenty of it. It took about two weeks to burn. The 
wood was cut into eight-foot lengths. They were 
piled loosely, standing up straight in the centre 
and leaning inward from sides and ends. The pile was 
then covered completely with earth leaving only a 
fire-hole at the bottom of one end and a vent at the 
top. 

After the fire was scattered it was allowed to burn 
slowly for two weeks. The charcoal could be made 
from green wood but it took about a week longer. 

We could burn 200-300 or up to 500 bushels at 
one time. It was light and we could easily haul a 
hundred bushels which was sold to blacksmiths, and 
to the big hotels and restaurants. Sometimes it was 
bought in large amounts for export to the south. 
Fifteen dollars for a big load wasn't much but was 
better than hauling three loads of wood for about the 
same amount. Sometimes when there was good de
mand we got twenty or twenty-five cents a bushel. 

I knew nothing about the charcoal business be
fore coming to Manitoba. Archie MacIntyre a neigh
bor of mine had learned, in the east how the burning 
was done and he showed me how. I cut poplar into 
eight-foot lengths. When dry and ready for burning I 
began my pile at the centre, standing the sticks a little 
apart at the bottom and leaning them close together at 
the top. I piled in a circular shape until I had enough 
to make two, three or up to five hundred bushels. The 
sides sloping toward the top, were then covered with 
a good layer of earth. The top was then covered with 
sods or sticks put on like shingles to prevent the earth 
on top from running down between the sticks of 
wood. A small vent was left at the top and one at the 
bottom. To start the fire some shavings or small dry 
pieces of wood had been placed in the centre on the 
ground and connected with the vent at the bottom. 
When the fire got a good start both vents were com
pletely closed and the wood continued to burn for 
five or six days. Green wood required nearly twice as 
long. There was a lot of work connected with it but it 
was easier to make one trip with a hundred bushels of 
charcoal than three with a cord and a half of wood 
and we got more money too" . 



Short Story 
The North Pole Mill 
To the Editor of the Gasette. 
Dear Sir. 

The North Pole Mill owned by the McClure Bros 
is 12 miles north of Teulon. The mill has done a 
thriving business this winter, and just now is running 
night and day to fill the orders. The teams have had to 
stop hauling logs for want of snow, so the boys at 
camp No.2 who were cutting lots have gone. The last 
to leave were Norman, Graham, Archy and Alick. 
The boys worked hard, but have spent a good winter. 
Billy holds the record for the biggest average and the 
biggest load 1,765 ft., Bustie comes second. From 
the number of orders coming in from Teulon, several 
buildings will be put up this summer. Among the 
visitors to the camp were Mrs. T. A. and Misses 
McClure of Balmoral. Also the Rev. Mr. Bell, before 
leaving for the west. 

Yours truly, Teckla. 

This story was written about 1953 when Mrs. 
Fines was 83 years of age. Mrs. Fines' father was 
Robert Andrew and her mother, the former Ellen 
Holt. 

At the time of the journey, there were two chil
dren, Lilly and Hillyard. Maria (Mrs. John Fines) 
was born at Balmoral. 

The family left Ontario with plans to settle in 
Balmoral. Relatives were already there. Her mother's 
brother, William Holt, was homesteading the SW 
12-15-lE. Upon reaching their destination, the An
drews' bought SE 1-15-lE. The building site today 
seems far from the road, but this spot was chosen for 
its closeness to the cart trail that ran along the fairly 
open higher ground. 

Journey to Balmoral1876 
by Mrs. Lilly Fines 

Catherine Thexton 

In the spring of 1876 they made ready to come to 
the Red River country. The selling of their stock etc. I 
do not remember, but about the first of May we went 
to stay at Uncle Dick Andrew's. We left there the 
22nd day of May to drive to Goderich to catch the 
boat. They made a waterproof cover for the wagon. 
There were two boxes in the back and two spring 
seats. Uncle Sam was bringing a horse along too. 
Where we ate and where we slept I do not remember. 
We also had a black and white collie dog called Oscar 
who was our constant playmate. When we got into 
Goderich they found that the boat they had planned to 
sail on had already gone. There was a Roman Cath
olic Mission boat going to sail that evening and we 
could go on that so there seemed to be a hurry to get 
our horses and stuff on board, and Pa came for us at 
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the hotel to take us also on board. Ma, Hillyard and I 
stood on the deck and watched the shore recede from 
us, or so it seemed. 

It was a slow trip as the boat stopped at quite a few 
places for mass. There were some nuns on board 
going to St. Boniface. Mass lasted about two hours 
giving us time to go off and look around at each 
place. I can mind going through the locks at the 
Sault. 

All went well until we were near Duluth. It was 
foggy and they let the boat float that night. It was still 
foggy in the morning, but they started up with a man 
on lookout. He called out "rocks ahead". The cap
tain pulled, as he thought, the rope to take off steam, 
but it was the wrong rope and on went more steam. 
There was a slanting rock just ahead. We went tilt up 
on that and we were just twenty miles from Duluth. 
Two men went through the woods to Duluth to get a 
tug to pull the boat off the rock. Each side the rocks 
were straight up and down. All the load was piled in 
the back end of the boat and all the men got out, Pa 
and Uncle with them. They cut big logs to try and pry 
the boat off. We were a couple of days there. A wind 
came up and blew inshore and raised the water and 
the boat floated off. With all the load in the back end 
the ship dipped badly and was in danger of upsetting. 
The load had to be got back as quickly as possible and 
a lot of cordwood was thrown overboard, Pa and 
Unele Sam helping too, for fear the boat would 
upset. They had to face right out into the wind. Ma, 
Hillyard and I were in the wash room when the ship 
went off and she knelt beside a pipe with her arms 
around it to keep us from being knocked around 
badly. After quite a while Pa came. Uncle stayed with 
the horses to watch over them. There were quite a lot 
of blocks of ice still floating on the lake and the wind 
blew them into the bay and the boat ran straight into 
them and we were stuck there for a couple of days. 
When the wind blew offshore and the ice moved out, 
we went on to Duluth. While we were in the ice, the 
ship they had planned to go on had been back to 
Goderich and passed us going to Duluth again. The 
boat we were on was too badly battered, it dare not try 
to go through the ice. When we got to Duluth Pa took 
us to a hotel and he and U nele had to get the horses 
and our stuff off the boat and see about trains. 

There was a passenger train in the morning and 
also a freight and the horses and our stuff would 
come on freight. They had a room in the hotel of 
course for the night. When we were going to bed, 
Hillyard could sleep with Pa and Ma. The man 
brought in a bear skin rug and put it on the floor for 
me to sleep in, no sheet. I would not lie down on that 
long hairy thing and I said I could stand being on a 
rock, I could stand being stuck in ice, but I would not 



stand sleeping on that, so he brought some sheets. Pa 
and Ma got into bed and the bed fell down. The man 
had to bring a hammer and nails to pull the bed 
together and we all slept quietly. 

In the morning we took the train for Fishers' 
Landing (Crookston) and got there that evening. 
They were expecting Uncle and the horses but they 
did not come, neither that day or the next Then Pa 
got word that Uncle had met a man taking some 
horses through to Winnipeg and he was taking them 
off the train at Moorehead and driving them over
land. Uncle was taking ours that way too. Pa was 
mad, for of course the horses' fare was paid through 
to Crookston and there were just two days on the boat 
to Winnipeg. We went on to Winnipeg then and had 
to wait there. We stayed at the immigration building 
on Higgins Ave. One day Hillyard was playing out
side and saw a bunch of horses coming over the 
bridge and that Jack was there. Pa looked and said, no 
his horse was not there. Hillyard insisted and then Pa 
went to see. His horses were there alright, but sorry 
looking horses. The dog, Oscar, was not there. He 
had not followed them from the place they had 
stopped the night before. They were on their way 
three miles before he was missed and Uncle did not 
bother going back after him. 

It was a couple of days before we could start away 
from Winnipeg. They put the wagon together, got 
things loaded up and one day got away. The going 
was slow. They kept changing the horses. We had 
come as far as Harrower's and they had hitched Uncle 
Sam's horse in Net's place. They thought she would 
just follow, but she struck out for the buildings so 
Uncle took his horse and went after her. A thunder 
shower came up and we took shelter under the 
wagon. It was getting dark by that time so we slept 
beneath the wagon. I suppose we got up early, as 
soon as light enough. The horses went better. We 
came past where Walter and Alfred Perry were work
ing on their land. They directed us to John Vincents' , 
where Uncle Will had told us to go and they'd direct 
us the rest of the way. We arrived there by noon. We 
had a good dinner and the horses a good feed and 
rest. They had been watching for us for some days. 
We came along till we reached William Ashdowns' . 
Jackfish Creek was full of water. I said to Pa, "Don't 
you think it is time you started back home, we have 
been coming away from home for a long time and 
things are just getting worse all the time". Mr. Ash
down came out of his house and said, "You will be 
Bill Holts' folks. He has been watching for you for 
some time. We have been looking for you too. We've 
been counting on having you for neighbours and have 
a farm picked out for you. It's a good farm". Pa said, 
"Where is it?" "You have just driven past it" said 
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Mr. Ashdown. "A man ploughed a furrow on it two 
years ago. He hasn't come back so its not likely he'll 
come back now" . 

As we'd planned on living at Uncle Wills till 
settled, we didn't have to drive through the creek. 
There was a trail around Ashdown's field and then we 
followed the road past Barbours to the comer of 
Uncle's field. We hit a white mud spot and settled 
down. The horses had to be unhitched and we walked 
the rest of the way to Uncle's house. Uncle was alone, 
as Aunt Phoebe was at her folks (John Vincents) sick. 
We had seen her when we were there. After supper 
Uncle took his ox team, pulled the wagon out of the 
mud and brought it up to the house. We had arrived. 

The next day the men went and looked the fann 
over. Uncle took his oxen and ploughed a furrow on it 
to hold it. Pa went to Winnipeg soon and bought the 
farm. He paid one dollar an acre for it. This land was 
not open for homesteading yet. A little later it was 
open to be homesteaded and he received all his 
money back except ten dollars. The three men got 
busy and got logs out. Soon a house was up. Of 
course the logs were green, but they wanted a house 
of their own. 

Pa took a trip to Winnipeg and brought out lum
ber, shingles and the "star" cow. She was a good 
cow. It wasn't long till the roof was on, a part of one 
gable end in and a piece of floor. There was no door 
on, no windows in. 

The men took Jack and Uncle Sam's horse (Net 
wasn't able to work yet) and made another trip to 
Winnipeg to bring out more lumber, some chairs and 
windows. We had bought a stove on the first trip. 
. I think Ma was a little lonesome that first night 

with no doors or windows. It rained and Net walked 
in and lay down between the beams. Ma said, "Let 
her stay. I shall feel much safer" . In the morning Net 
got up and walked out. 

Uncle Will had plowed a small piece of ground 
and George Hyde let them have a pail of very small 
potatoes to plant. The potatoes grew well. No one 
had anything as there had been three years of 
grasshoppers and this was the first year of crop after. 

They went ahead and got a stable up, and got 
some hay for the horses. Pa having horses got work 
threshing. Oxen were slower than horse power. He 
brought home some seed wheat, enough oats for his 
horses and for seed, some potatoes and several 
pounds of tallow to make candles. 

We managed to break five acres. We took a trip to 
Winnipeg after Maria arrived and drove out to where 
the dog had been left to see if he might still be there. 
We hoped that the dog might stay with the children. 
The man said they tried to keep him, his children 
liked him, and they fed him, but one day he started on 



the back trail and did not return to them. Pa brought 
out some more lumber, this time for making furni
ture, and a five gallon can of coal oil. The coal oil 
would give him a good light in the evenings for 
making furniture. We made 2 cupboards, a table and 
2 bedsteads, dug the cellar, hewed the walls, and 
white washed them. We also brought some picture 
moulding and glass and made frames for the four 
pictures, spring, summer, autumn and winter. Ma put 
up her nice curtains at the windows so we were settled 
in our new home. Net got well, the "star" cow had a 
calf in the fall, so I guess we really had arrived in 
Manitoba. 

Rich for a day 
Do you remember when Good Hope residents 

entertained the district with their play Rich for a 
Day? The year, 1954. The directors were Ainsley and 
Alice Main, and the players: Pat Rose Brennan, 
Helen Croy, Lena and Fred Croy, Shirley Main, Iris 
Roberts, Mary and Ron Schaeffer, and Jack Ver
brugge. 

Organizations - Sports 
The St. Boniface Seals won the Canadian Junior 

Hockey Championship in 1938. It was an exciting 
winter for Balmoral residents as Doug Webb was the 
goalkeeper. Later, Doug played with the Niagara 
Weavers and then enlisted in the Canadian Navy. 
Today, he and his wife reside in Vancouver, B.C. 

Remember when 

Play money of the late Twenties. 
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Poems 
The Village Blacksmith 
Under a spreading chestnut-tree 
The village smithy stands; 
The smith, a mighty man is he, 
With large and sinewy hands; 
And the muscles of his brawny arms 
Are strong as iron bands. 
His hair is crisp, and black, and long, 
His face is like the tan; 
His brow is wet with honest sweat, 
He earns whate'er he can, 
And looks the whole world in the face, 
For he owes not any man. 
Week in, week out, from mom till night, 
You can hear his bellows blow; 
You can hear him swing his heavy sledge, 
With measured beat and slow, 
Like a sexton ringing the village bell, 
When the evening sun is low. 
And children coming home from school 
Look in at the open door; 
They love to see the flaming forge, 
And hear the bellows roar, 
And catch the burning sparks that fly 
Like chaff from a threshing-floor. 
He goes on Sunday to the church, 
And sits among his boys; 
He hears the parson pray and preach, 
He hears his daughter's voice 
Singing in the village choir, 
And it makes his heart rejoice. 
It sounds to him like her mother's voice, 
Singing in Paradise! 
He needs must think of her once more, 
How in the grave she lies; 
And with his hard, rough hand he wipes 
A tear out of his eyes. 
Toiling reJoIcmg sorrowing, 
Onward through life he goes; 
Each morning sees some task begin, 
Each evening sees it close; 
Something attempted, something done, 
Has earned a night's repose. 
Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy friend, 
For the lesson thou has taught! 
Thus at the flaming forge of life 
Our fortunes must be wrought; 
Thus on its sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning deed and thought. 

The Spree 
Malcolm Campbell built a house, 



He thought it quite a mansion 
and notified the neighbors all 
A dance was his intention. 
A bunch of Jolly Irish boys 
Who played the violin, 
Heard about the gathering there, 
And took the party in. 

They lined up with their fiddles three, 
And resined up their bows 
And when they had that job well done, 
Said 'Dawson, here she goes'. 

The fiddles they did weep and wail, 
In Irish Campbell fashion, 
And Malcolm when he heard the noise, 
Got in an awful passion. 

He landed on the fiddlers three, 
With thoughts of an erasion 
"Stop that noise at once,' he said 
'I have fiddlers for the occasion' . 

'The awful row you do kick up 
Would take a lot of matching, 
You're like a lot of Tommy cats, 
A-screeching and a-scratching'. 

Then Doc McDonald played the tunes, 
He was a good musician, 
Not only could he swing the bow 
He was a good physician. 

Dude McDonald called the squares, 
The Broncho called the Landers 
You never set your eyes upon 
A finer lot of Dancers. 

The boys they swung'the girls around 
Midst merriment and laughter, 
The music floated through the room 
And echoed in the rafters. 

Old Sandy got his Irish up 
O'r something he had heard, 
He ordered all his daughters home 
The thing seemed too absurd. 

The Host he landed on the scene, 
'My gracious sakes', he did declare 
'This impudence would jar you'. 

'Why, Sandy Frayne' Old Malcolm said, 
'What kind of man are you' 
Then Paisley stumped young Nesbitt out, 
The row had long been brewing 
Mischievious rascals gathered round 
Expecting somethin doing. 

Archie Gillespie stepped between 
And spoiled the little plan 
'Don't start a fight, 
This lovely night'. 
He was a peaceful man. 
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But all too soon the night was through 
And friends bid friends adieu 
And then departed one and all, 
And talked for weeks and months about 
Old Malcolm Campbell's Ball. 

This did take place over 50 years ago. 
Not sure of the author. 

The Camp bells 
In the early days when the land was new 
And the pioneer spirit in young men grew, 
The Reds moved North 
And took with them their kith and kin 
And then the Campbells, 
They came in. 

Two tribes were they of stalwart men 
The Scotch and Irish with all their Kin 
They built their homes, thatched with grass 
And settled down to till the soil 
And called the place Dundas. 

One tribe stayed east, the other west 
And did not mix, they thought it best 
And through the years, still they stay 
On their own side, the same today. 

The years rolled on, the tribes increased 
The old ones now are long deceased, 
But new ones, what a chore 
To keep their names from getting mixed, 
It makes the Postman sore. 

East side of Rockwood going North, 
Along the road as you go forth, 
If that is where you ramble 
You meet a man and greet him with
'Hello there, Mr. Campbell'. 

But we who live with and meet the men 
We have to separate them out and then 
We have to figure out their Kin 
We have named by such names as these 

There was old Dune and Fiddler Jim 
And Johnny D. and Malcolm, George and Dan 
All these were members of the Scottish Clan. 
The Irish Boys, Oh, what a task 
The question now is often asked 
From every side and angle, 
How do you keep their names apart 
And don't get in a tangle? 

Well, there was Joe's John, Marks's John 
John's John or Johnny in the Bog 
John's Willie and Big Willie 
Youn Mark as fat as a Hog, 
Laughing Joe and Old Black Joe 
Who worked for Woods collecting dough. 

We had Red Bill, but he is gone, 



He was our friend and served us long 
As Councillor, Reeve and M.L.A., 
A better man we'll never find 
To serve us day by day. 

The Campbells are an awful mob 
And now we have our Hungry Bob 
And Scotland's glory still remains 
And Jim who fought at Vi my. 
The more they corne, the worse they get 
And now we have Wise Jimmy. 
And then there was the Greenwood bunch 
In case you didn't know it, 
Some Irish Campbells got a crunch 
Then there was Robert E, the Poet. 

But laying all the jokes aside, 
We have to take them in their stride 
For they are scattered far and wide 
And keep on rolling like the tide 
For we'll forgive the faults at will 
For I am sure we love them still. 
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In looking through the Halls of Fame, 
You will see there the Campbell's name 
From the Policeman on the beat 
In politics and Judge's seat. 
When they pass on to height unknown, 
You will find them there near the Throne. 

St. Peter will have a busy time 
To keep the CampbeUs all in line 
And get their names upon his Scroll, 
And use Nicknames in calling Roll. 
There is no doubt from what one sees 
They will be there as thick as fleas. 

When we're shoved off this mortal coil 
And are accepted on the Roll, 
Then we shall hear the angels humming 
And the Pipers playing 
The Campbell's are corning. 

Bob Addison. 



Pictu ofInte 
Agricultural Story 

Vic Sloan with oxen owned by Joe Last. 

Nine-horse team with cultivator in late 30's. 

Ready to go seeding. 
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Ready to cultivate about 1930. 

Breaking new land on the Hodge Farm. N. P. Drohomereskie's 
18-36 Hart-Parr. 



Breaking on Yule Farm, 1940. The Modern Day sprayer, 1920's. 

Stacking hay at Eastview. 

Gordon Paterson going ploughing. 

Neighbors in action at Art Lawrence Farm, 1953. 
"Many hands make light work." 

Tom Burge and his black team. Bruce Campbell and three children on hay rack. 
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Best lime of the Day. 

Harvest lime, 1928. 

Steve and Willie cutting grain (Millers). 

Cutting grain with the binder in the 19305. 

Stooking days. 

R. D. Laing cutting corn. 

Josef Valka and Jerry Kazil bindering. Lunch break at sheaf stacking time about 1900. 
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In the day before the combine. 

Stooking Days. 

Johnson's outfit. Threshing Outfit. 

R. D. Laings threshing. 
Threshing at Eddie Campbell's. Archie Fines and Will Heale. 

Tomyk threshing outfit. Threshing at Ritchies. 
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Threshing on Billy Mudd's Farm. 

Bill HeaJe's Threshing crew. 
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Threshing in the early days. 

Steam Tractor 1910. 

1928 Case Tractor. Russ Fox. 

Threshing in 1930's. Cutting corn. 
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Remember when. 

Those good old days. 

Putting hay in the barn. 

Ensiling corn 1939 A French Silo. 

Hauling hay. 

Lawrence boys with a load of hay, 1917-18. Off for a load of wood. 
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Cliff Lawrence on load of wood off "37" in the dirty 30's. Hard at work. 

1928 Truck. 

Ned Hodge and friend Cecil Slater hauling in wood. Harvest Time, 1962. 
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Sugar beets getting loaded at the Moeller Bros & Son farm at 
Teulon, Man, 

Homes 

L to R: Alice Bond (Dicks), Fred Dicks, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Dicks. 
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Getting dinner ready. 

Andrew Lindsay home - early 80's. 



Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Holloway at their home in Balmoral. 

A beautiful old stone home built for Albert Mollard in the early 
1900's, SE % 6-15-2E. Stonemason Joseph Howsam. Car-
pentry work Tom Fox. 

Main Street, Balmoral, 1892. 

Tom Fox home built in 1915. 

A Balmoral Home in 1915. 
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Store in Balmoral in the early days. 

A heavy rope from the barn is attached to the truck to pull the 
barn. This barn was equipped with a killing room for killing 
cattle before it was sold. 

L. A. Waterer Store in Balmoral, 1920. Sam Storey with his 
horse and sleigh. Sam was the local dray man. He also had 
the contract for hauling the mail from the Post Office to the 
C.P.R. Station in Balmoral. This building was burnt in the fire of 
1924. 

Balmoral C.P.R. station about 1926. 

Massey-Harris building in Balmoral. This building was later the Balmoral Garage and Snack Shop. The house is where Bill 
Mannetje lives, 1907. 
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Moving the barn - that Mr. Ed Mancer sold to J. H. McLean in 
1922 - to one of his farms 2 miles west and V2 north of 
Balmora!. Ed Mancer farm now owned by John Fox. This barn 
was moved on planks and rollers with a winch on the back of a 
hard tire truck. Skinkle Hotel in the background. The barn had 
to be jacked up to get it over the old cement bridge. 

This was the first hip roof barn built in Balmoral on Tom Fox 
farm. Sold and moved to Lloyd Fines' farm in 1944. 

Coach horses owned by Tom Fox. 
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Transportation 

Transportation. 

Off to Church. 

Transportation. 

Dorothy Brown, 1917. 



Leo Waterer, Jean Millar, Dan Simpson. 

Early Case car. In the foreground the former Minnie Porter who 
attended Greenridge School. 

1922 Model T - used by H. Nordin for commuting between 
parents' farm and Carlsborg school. 

Mr. Wiznuks, 1905, Wayne. Front: Mr. Wiznuk and Charles Houghton. Back: Alex Matheson, Don Wiznuk, Ernie Webb. 
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Transportation: no fenders, no top, no running board, no wind-
shield, one light but it had a horn. 

J. H. Slater, 1911 Ford Runabout - in front of his office built 
1910. The old Snell house to the right. Later it was a Con
fectionery but was burnt in a fire. 

A. Lindsay & Son store, Stony Mountain. Andrew Lindsay 
standing, Garnet Lindsay driver. 

Overland car, about 1922. 

1926 Chevy. Mrs. T. Fox and Russ. 

Lots of Snow. 

Our first car - P. Makowski, 1931 Model A. 
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This outfit dug the basement for Eaton's Store. 

Hector "Hurricane Hec" Davis, 1916. Engineer (left front). 

Hauling milk to the street car with team and sleigh in 30's. 

C.P.R. Station in Stonewall. 

An old street car in Stonewall. Bulk hauling in 1960. 
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Sports 

Six moose and three elk by R. W. Rutherford. Jno. Fines. Henry McKivor. Peter Florence, Garney McKivor, Wm. Peden at Moore's 
farm. Chatfield Ridge. Dec. 1906. 

George Holloway (son of Frank Holloway). George Holloway 
(son of Thomas Holloway), George Jr., and Sid Holloway. 
Taken just prior to World War I. 

Fox pelts, 1950. 
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Donald Simpson, Leo Waterer, Ernie Brennan shooting ducks 
at Jeffrey's slough. Car is a 1928 Chevrolet owned by Donald 
Simpson. Taken in 1930. 

The Old Gander. 



A good catch. 

Balmoral Bathing Beauties, 1920. 

Balmoral Beauties about 1920. 
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Coach Dr. Irwin and Balmoral Girls' Softball Team, 1920. Left 
to Right: Alice Anderson, Jennie Watt, Bertha Willis, Gladys 
Clifford, Vera Preston, Muriel Andrew, Connie Simpson, Eve
lyn MacKenzie, Jane Willis, Phyllis Watt. 

Balmoral Girls' Baseball Team, 1936. Back Row: Olive Clifford, 
Phyllis Brown, Mary Lillies, Margaret Chatfield, Wilfred Hollo
way (coach), Clara Good, Fern Thexton, Vera Clifford, Cath
erine Slater. Front Row: Marcella Waterer, Muriel Thomson, 
Alberta Storey. Missing from picture: Velma Willis. 

Balmoral Girls' Softball Team at Peach Picnic about 1938. Left 
to Right: (standing) Fern Thexton, Velma Willis, Jack Trump 
(coach), Mary Lillies, Joyce Stanbra, Hilda Barbour, Marcella 
Waterer. (seated) Catherine Slater, Margaret Chatfield, Doris 
Storey, Margaret Thompson, Alberta Storey. 



Early skating rink - West side of Balmoral. 

Balmoral Hockey Team, Winners of the McDowell Cup, 
1920-21. Left to Right: Howard Scott, Frank Foulston, Danny 
Simpson, Clarence Fines, Sam Davidson, Charles Shipley, 
Reg Main, Douglas Clark and Jack Barbour. 

Provincial High School curling champions. Left to Right: Skip 
Bill Bush, Ross MacKenzie (third), Doug Buckingham (sec

ond), Doug Lawrence (lead). 
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Stony Mountain. Four gay blades participating in the Winnipeg 
Bonspiel in 1920's. Left to Right: Bob Laing, Jack Coghill, Ed 
Horn and Ted Nordin (skip). 

War Years 

Five Gunton Boys who joined up in World War I. Back Row 
Wilfred Moore, Harry Harrison. Front Row: Ernie Gillespie, 
Hector Bush, George Gibson. 

Some of the local "boys" who got together in England. Back 
Row, L to R: Charlie Dodd, Harvey Watson, John Baldock. 
Front Row: Frank Baldock, Ron Jeffery, George Watson. 



Baldock Brothers from Balmoral on leave together in England. 
(Melville, Frank and John) 

Fred Tomyk in Holland during the war. 
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Five of the original members of the Stony Mountain Canadian 
Legion Branch 142: Andy Anderson, Jim Wishart, Jim Suther
land, Sam Leitch, Ed Horn. They were honored at a dinner in 
the school auditorium. 

Miscellaneous 

Fair Grounds about 1900. 

''What dresses," 1905 (Lindsay family - Garnet, Mysie, 
Annie, Neenie). 



Gwen Jeffrey in the wedding dress worn by her grandmother; 
Margaret Inkster (nee Tait). Margaret and William Inkster were 
married in January, 1882. 

Paterson Family Picnic. 
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N. B. Sinclair with one of his colts. 

Stone picking in Westerham district and beyond was an end
less job. But rocks weren't all bad. They provided cheap barri
cades. Wild raspberries thrived in the shade of the rocks, and 
they proved good support for new roads. Some of these 
shown here and in the fields were used to prevent the road 
across the swamp by "Berglunds corner" from wash out. L to 
R: Frank Hector, M. Hector, Margot Nordin, Annie Campbell, 
Min Hector, Edwin Nordin. 

Rev. Donald McTavish began Boy Scout and Girl Guide 
Groups at both Balmoral and Argyle, 1935. 



Left to Right: George Parsons, Charlie Houghton, Bobby 
Lusignan, Nick Meronik, 1937. "500" King Pedro or Whist helped much to liven up a winter 

evening, 1922. L to R: PeterD. Nordin, Albin Berglund, Wm. G. 
Hume, Joe Mitchell. 

Balmoral Class, 1896-98. Back Row: Annie Florence, Edith Andrew, Cassie Robertson, Massie Tocher, Margaret Andrew, Bertha 
McKivor, Ada Mitchell, Margaret McQuarrie, Ethel Comrie. Second row from back: Josie Cleland, Bertha Peden, Sandy Frayne, 
Alfred Jewel, George Florence, Ernest Frayne, Bob Rutherford, Joe Burge, Percy Florence, Wally Scott, D. P. Clark (teacher). Next 
two rows: Helen Florence, Peter Florence, Andrew Mitchell, Susan Frayne, Maud Mitchell, 
Alex Tocher Bill Storey Henry McKivor 
Ida McKivor May Robertson Agnes McQuarrie 

Bill Peden Etta Frayne 
Minnie Andrew Nell Robertson Bert McClure 
Front Row: Bert Rutherford, Mary Barbour, Massie Wells, Mary Comrie, Florence Frayne, N. Wells, Nettis Moore, Roy Barbour, 
Calvin Andrew, Albert Foulston. 
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Balmoral Class, 1903-1905. Left to Right, Back Row: Albert Toshack, Edith Mustard, Minnie Andrew, Lottie McClure, Eva Tocher, 
Amy McKivor; Ella Andrew, Bert Rutherford, Tina Sutherland, Alice Tocher and P. P. Dougan (teacher). Middle Row: Aggie Barbour, 
Hugh John Rutherford, Jack Barbour, Mabel McKivor, Clark Toshack, little Scottish girl, Melvin Mollard, Eleanor Clark, Ada Clark, 
Dolly Wells, Jenny Wilcott, Ada Maud Foulston, Albert Foulston. Front Row: Mildred Hyde, Freddie Toshack, Ruth Barbour, Willie 
Foulston, Eva McKivor, Francis Barbour, little Scottish boy, Emma Wilcott, Frank Foulston, and in the black suit Johnny Hyde. 

Brant Argyle Con. School. 
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Balmoral Primary Class, 1928. At the back left: Miss A. E. 
Anderson, teacher; and right Jim Snell, student. 



West side of Brant School, 1913. 

Stonewall Baptist Ladies' Aid, 1914. L to R: Mrs. Edmunson, 
Mrs. Lena Davis, Mrs. Hayward, Mrs. W Botham, Mrs. 
McEwan. 

Balmoral WM.S. (after 1914). Standing, L to R: Mrs. Ed Mol
lard, Mrs. Austin Mallard, Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Jim Fines, Mrs. 
Mcivor, Mrs. Stonhouse, Mrs. (Scott) Taylor. Seated, L to R: 
Edith Scott (Simpson), Mrs. H. Peach, Miss Sharman, Sarah 
Fines, Mrs. Joe Fines, Mrs. C. Chatfield. 

This picture was taken around 1916 at the Quail farm east of Stony Mountain. It was the annual Presbyterian Sunday School picnic. 
Mrs. A. Quail was Superintendent and the other ladies were from the Ladies' Aid and also the Sunday School teachers. Back Row, L 
to R: Mrs. Chas. Abbott, Mrs. B. T. Dawson (Sr.), Mrs. J. W Anderson, wife of the Rev. J. W Anderson, Mrs. Wm. Mitchell, Mrs. A. 
Quail, Mrs. George Abbott and daughter Ethel. Seated: Mrs. Geo. Linklator and three children - Bernice, Laird and Gertrude, Mrs. 
Jimmy Robertson, and son Arthur, Mrs. George Laird and son Georgie last lady a visitor. 
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Balmoral Ladies' Aid. Standing, L to R: Mrs. Peacock, Mrs. 
Stonhouse, Mrs. (Scott) Taylor, Mrs. Willcott, Mrs. Jim Fines, 
Mrs. Fox. Seated, L to R: Mrs. Mcivor, Mrs. Joe Fines. 

Flood at Argyle, 1923. Highway into Argyle from the west. 

Flood at Argyle, 1923. West of tracks. 

Centre School Get-together Club, 1937. Back Row: Hannah 
Foot, Viola Riley, Elsie Hand, Mrs. Frank Scott, Mrs. Henry 
Good, Mrs. C. Pulfer, Clara Sharman and son. Front: Mrs. 
MacGregor, Mabel Rowland, Marquita Riley, Frank Mac
Gregor. 

1929 - Back: Mrs. A. W. Smith, Mrs. Sargent, Mrs. T. McKnight, Mrs. G. McNeill, Mrs. E. Bush, Mrs. Fines, Gertie Cosens, Emily 
McNaughton, Mrs. Vidler, Mrs. Dickie. Front: Mrs. F. Cockerill with twins Claude and Claire, Mrs. Quickfall, Mrs. Geo. Cosens, Mrs. 
Meldrum. Gunton elevator in background. 
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All having dinner. 

R. D. Laing's prize turkeys. 

Apple Crop. John Henry Slater's Orchard in the early forties. 

Annual Horticultural Show about 1913. 
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Deeds, Certificates 

Bill for Supplies, 1876. 
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J. H. SKINKL, ... E ......... Proprietor. 

GAlIIE IN ABUNDANCE. 

Invitation. 

Ii 

I 

I 



STATEMENT AND DEMAND OF TAXES FOR 1895. 

RURAL MUNIOIPALITY a ROOK 000. 

FOLIO,:!: (J /. ,fA1" '~DDRE'S" ,~~" , ...... 
No .I¥=r.~ ~r;r TOTaLA'7ENT 
LAND ......... /../",t..:.. . ... .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. Twp .. /.l Rge .. / ... E .• $ .. d. ... 11 .. 

Twp ....... . Rge ........ E., $ ........... . 

Current Expense;; Rate, 6 mills.) I 

District Rate, 1 milL .......... I I 
Db Rt 1110 '11 jI61-10rnills ......... . e enture a e, - ill} lii ••• 

General School Rate, 8 mills. . . I 

Commutation Tax, $1.50 per day .................. , , . , 

Destruction N axiom; weeds, actual cost .....••••••...... I 

Special School Rate " ............................. . 

Total Taxes, 1895 ............................ . 

Arrears ................. '" ................. . 

rrOTAL • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • . • . . . • . . • . . .• . .. I 

Rebate on 1895 Taxes ................... , .... . 

Added 1st March, 1896, 10 per cent ............. . 

TOTAL due .....•.................. 18f! 

, 
SOHOOL RATES. 

mills. 

Grassmere ~ ...... 5.. 2 n 

Stonewall ........ 15 5-10 ,. 
Victoria , ...••.. , 3 2-10 H 

Brant ... ~. ..... .. 4 (' 
.......... 7 " 

.. ...... 8 
Greenridge . ......... 8 " 
Windsor.. , ..... 9 5-10 " 
Dundas .......... e .. 0 ,~ 

Netley ...... ~ > •• '" .15 H 

Greenwood ....... 10 3-10 " 
Meridian ........ 11 
Grosse Isle .....•. ~ " 

···5· ......... 189 $ ':-REOEIVED IJ:jJ~T £ABOVE, 0.. 

..... w~~~/6 ........... TREASURER 

·· ••.• '".~ •. 5.~ .•.• ~ ..•••.•.....•. a •••••• ~." ........................................ ~.~ 

............... >r~~~ ................... ~ ••••• ~ ........................... ••• ,~ ...... ~ ............ . 

NOTE.-A rebate of 10 per cent. will be allowed on current year's taxes if paid on or before 31st December, 1895. 
Taxes unpaid on 31st December, 1895" will be payable at par until the last day of February following, after which day 
10 per cent. will be added on all taxes then remaining unpaid Afte~ that date land in arrears for taxes two years due 
will be liable for sale. 

The rrreasurer will be in his office at Stonewall every Wednesday and Saturday in November and December, and 
every Thursday after that date up to last 'l'hnrsday in February, 1896. Office hours, 10 a.m. to 4, p.m. 

Before a receipt can be given the arrears must be paid up. 

s,rWhen remitting, please send in this statement. AlA / TROS. 
5 .... V .... '" 

~ 
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McFARLANE, Treasurer, 
Stonewall, Man. 



No .. lo.160. Marriage Llcense==Sel'les 

are determined to enter into the holy bonds of. MA T RIMONY and are desirous of having their marriage 

publicly solemnized; in order that such their honest desires may the more speedily have the. due effect, and 

that thelJ may be able to procure the same to be lawfully solemnized without the publication of banns, I do 

hereby,jor good 'causes, give and grant this license, as well to them, the said parties contracting, as to all 

or every person or minister, duly ordained and lawfully exercising his ministry lOitliin the Province of 

lYraniloba, to solemnize and perform the same. 

Given under my hand, at the . y of Winnipeg, in the said Province of Manitoba, this.~ 
................. • day oj.. . ........... ~ .in the year ofJj¥r. Lord one thousand eight 

""-Ti1i.ndr'eiI~aiftF';iiliet'fj~~arli1inthe'SiXTy~"; .~. '. . .. . year of Eii--Majf,sty's relgn. 

Issued this ...•. . ~ •....•• day 

of • •• ~ ............. A.D. 188f 

bY •.•• U.~~ .... 
ili:!U'er (>l:-Ma~rlag~Ueinser;: 

EXTRACTS FROM THE LAW • 

.. Every clergyman, miuister or other persoll authorized by law to celebrate ~arri"li?es, ,!:~,~l!.Jle .. requir~4 Jo report each 
marriage he cele'>rates to the clerk of the municipality-within which sneh marriag'e is celebrated, witbin thirty days from tbe 
date of such marriage, with tbe particulars required by Schedule B to tbls Act, and in order the better to enable tbe" said 
clergyman, minister or other persou.to make such report as afores.id, he'~hall be furnished on demand, by the derkor the 
municipality in which he resides, with blank forms containing the particulars required by sucb form." Theo.penalty for 
neglect of this provision is $:.!.) and costs . 

• 1/01"'" all which to report '''e IJ/arriage so/ml!liud uJlder (ll""orily 0/ flu! abo,'/! liceJlse is ~'!.ll#:z:ed !Jen:io . 

.. E~ery clergyman or minister shall, immediately' after he ha, solemnized a marriage, enter in ...: book to he kept by him 
for that purpose, a true record of the marriage, which record 511all specify .. llthe particulars required hy Schedule B to 'The 
Vital Statistics Act.' "-Sec. 22, Cap. 94, Revised Sta~utes of Manitoha. . 

Marriage Licence, 1899. 436 



Balmoral Trading Co. Ltd. Certificate. 

~
., 

,"', C~ADA REGISTRATION BOARD 
~ :: This certificate must NUMBER 

..; Ii always be cirried I I j I \2i 1l upon the persOn of j- /I 
d\~ the registrant If/l ilL u. 
. "if THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 

'~r .. ~ ~1.§""-·~""· ......... - .... . 

. ,'51 OJ residing aL{ ... :fJ9.4ALYl;t.z~ ......... .... ~ 
r----,~: \. t- d 1 . -~ ~ th . \~ .... _ .... _ .. ___ .. __ .. __ : .. __ .. ___ .. was. u y regtste,,,,, ,or e national purposes 

~ i of Canada tlris... ____ .. .,2&.. ............ day Of~_1918 
",".! ~ JLJa..d.Ll . 
\\1 ~d:L ....... ~ 

. Deputy Re!]is/Tor 

1918 Registration Card. 
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kwood Centennial 

Cairn erected at the Municipal Hall, Stonewall. 

Rockwood Centennial Committee 
by Marg Yule 

A dedication to the pioneers who settled this area 
from the time Manitoba became a Province in 1870. 
In 1871 the survey of Manitoba started and townships 
six miles square were established. By 1878 sufficient 
settlers were established in township 13-2E to create 
Manitoba's second municipality. Rockwood town
ships 14, 15, 16, 17 ranges 1 and 2 east and the west 
half of 3E were added to Rockwood in 1880. 

The immediate needs of the early s~ttlers were 
shelter and food, log houses were constructed and 
wild game formed the main bounty for the table. The 
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first sod was turned in the area in 1872 to begin 
growing crops. The conversion from wilderness to 
an enterprising community in one generation was 
without parallel. Lime stone quarrying later became 
the second main industry to be developed in the area 
and remains as a flourishing business today. 

The firm foundation laid down by these pioneers 
on which the Rockwood of today flourishes remains 
a testimony of their early endeavours. We may well 
be proud of those valiant men and women who by 
their courageous, preservation and christian fortitude 
carved out of the wilderness one of the banner munic
ipalities of Manitoba. 

1880-1980 . . . 100 Years of Progress was cele
brated in 1980, the Centennial year of the Rural 
Municipality of Rockwood. The council felt they 
would like some assistance in order to plan the years 
activities, thus in the latter part of 1979 letters were 
sent out from the municipal office to clubs and organ
izations in the municipality. Each were asked to send 
one or two representatives to a meeting with the 
purpose of setting up a committee to work out ac
tivities and events for the celebrations. 

, It took some time to get representatives from all 
the areas but personal contacts were made and soon a 
working committee was formed. 

At the November 6th meeting a Rockwood Cen
tennial Committee was organized and the following 
accepted offices: Chairman: Mr. Gerry Palmer, 
Grosse Isle; Secretary: Mrs. Margaret Yule, Stone
wall; Treasurer: Mr. Nick Neuman, Stony Mountain; 
Publicity: Mr. Bill Ridgeway, Grosse Isle; Souvenirs: 
Mr. John Magas, Stony Mountain; Projects: Mr. 
Bryon Gillespie, Argyle. 

Other members of the committee who accepted 
their responsibilities with interest and concern -
Councillors Ted Glucki, Bill Yule and Lawrence 
Kiel along with Eileen Campbell, Teulon; Shirely 
Glucki, Balmoral; Ray Smith and Tony Baliant, 
Gunton, Chas. Amy, Argyle, and R. Dromereski, 
Komarno. 

Within the first two months four meetings were 



Members of the Centennial Committee, 1980. Back Row, L to 
R to left of cairn: John Magas, Nick Neuman, Bill Ridgeway. 
Middle Row: Gerry Palmer, Bill Yule. Front: Marg Yule. Back 
Row to right of cairn: Tony Baliant, Lawrence Kiel, Eileen Camp
bell. Middle Row: Ted Glucki. Front: Shirley Glucki. Missing 
from photo: Bryon Gillespie, Ray Smith, Chas. Amy, R. Drom
ereski. 

held. Many projects and ideas were brought forth for 
consideration. 

A program and budget was set up and with the 
approval of the rural municipal Council this was 
adhered to as we went about planning our many 
projects and events for the year of 1980. 

Our chairman Gerry Palmer very capably con
ducted the meetings and a great deal of discussion 
and concern was shown as to how we could have 
some way of remembering our pioneers as well as 
celebrating the Centennial and making this year a 
memorable one for all in the Rural Municipality of 
Rockwood. 

A number of projects were listed and each consid
ered carefully before the final decision was made. 

Meetings were held in each area so as to accom
modate all concerned. Attendance was good and 
everyone participated giving their views. 

The one project that received considerable atten
tion and concern were the "cairns". These are now 
erected in all the eight areas - Grosse Isle; Argyle; 
Balmoral; Stony Mountain; Stonewall; Gunton; Teu
Ion and Komarno all a memorial to the dedication 
and devoted service of our pioneers in making this 
area one we are proud to live in today. Each cairn has 
a bronze plaque attached with special wording appro
priate to the area. 

Byron Gillespie, Argyle, Man. - as chairman of 
a committee on cairns spent many hours on plans, 
diagrams, contractors, etc. before he had plans he 
felt logical to bring before the committee. 

Each cairn is built of field stone and stands strong 
and firm as a memorial. With Bill Anderson as 
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builder each cairn was erected with perfection. In
deed a true dedication to the pioneers of our districts. 

Our main cairn for the municipality as a whole 
was erected on the grounds near the municipal hall. 
Most of the cairns were unveiled at the time of a 
special event in the individual location. 

The Rural Municipality of Rockwood received a 
Government grant to be used in the Centennial year 
for a worthy project. We as a committee feel this 
money was wisely spent in a way that will remind us 
for many years to come of this centennial year and of 
the pioneers who first came to this area. 

Souveniers are always a part of every Centennial 
celebration. John Magas of Stony Mountain, as 
chairman was kept busy getting the prices and ideas 
and then looking after distributing and selling of 
same. 

Special ribbons were printed and presented to all 
participants in the Rockwood Musical Festival. 

No doubt many of you sport a green and white 
centennial cap. The lapel pins were also popular as 
the crest of the municipality was beautifully dis
played on these as well as other souvenier items. 

The committee felt there should be some project 
that would apply to each area as a centennial re
membrance. After several suggestions and many en
quiries it was decided that each area could no doubt 
make good use of a P.A. system. As a result money 
was alloted each area representatives and P.A. 's were 
set up in community halls, recreation centres and are 
available for fairs and other groups in the areas. 

Two banners were made and painted and used at 
the different events throughout the municipality dur
ing the year. 

Opening the Centennial Bonspiel, Balrnoral, Manitoba. 

In February a Centennial bonspiel was held in 
Balmoral, Manitoba. Rinks were invited to enter 
from all areas of the municipality. Everyone who 



First in the First Event. Left to right: George Willis skip, Kathy 
Slatcher third, John Good seco~nd, John Fox lead. 

Second in the First Event. Left to right: Tony Baliant skip, Nicole 
Smith third, Ray Smith second, Dawn Goldsburough lead. 

Rockwood Centennial Bonspiel winners. 

attended enjoyed the curling and the friendship of
fered. Centennial trophies were presented to the win
ning rink and other prizes presented to the runner up. 

The present R.M. Council held a special evening 
in Stony Mountain in May to honor past councillors, 
secretaries, etc. A sumptuous banquet was served 
after which R.M. centennial pins were presented to 
past councillors, and municipal workers. Keith Cos
ens as M.P. on behalf of the Provincial Government 
presented the municipality with a plaque suitably 
engraved. The evening concluded with dancing and 
an evening of fellowship. 

A special time was set aside for a summer cele
bration in hope that many former residents would 
return home and renew acquaintances. 

Teulon opened the celebrations the weekend of 
July 5th, 6th and 7th followed by the Rockwood 
Agricultural Fair in Stonewall the following week-
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end. Both Fairs had entertainment for everyone, with 
Tractor Pulls, Amateurs, Stage Shows, Fiddling con
tests and much more. Special centennial classes were 
offered and excitement ran high. 

Cairns in these areas were unveiled as a part of 
the weekend program. 

In Stonewall it was Centennial year for the Rock
wood Agricultural Society and here many extra ac
tivities were unfolded. Parades at both fairs were well 
attended, colorful and lively. 

The Centennial committee had offered a beauti
ful centennial trophy to each parade to be presented 
to the float that best depicted the theme "One Hun
dred Years of Progress." 

R.M. of Rockwood Float, 1980. 

Crowd at Ecumenical service, July 1980. 

In order to bring in special entertainment to the 
area Tuelon and Stonewall Fairs received a donation 
towards some special event not held ordinarily. Thus 
everyone attending these fairs could enjoy a special 
event not otherwise considered. 

A special ecumenical service was held on the 
Memorial Park Grounds at Stonewall on July 13th. A 
beautiful day and a very good attendance made this 
service very memorable. The Rev. R. Peden of On
tario a former resident came home to be our guest 



speaker. His message was one of thankfulness, re
membrance and dedication to our pioneers and with 
hope for continued success and development of our 
beautiful area we now enjoy. 

Publicity chairman Bill Ridgeway of Grosse Isle, 
proposed the idea of a paper to be published as a 
centennial souvenir edition that would feature a glim
pse of the early history of Rockwood. 

The issue carried pictures of farming at the begin
ning of the century compared to today; a story of the 
birth of the municipality, and much interesting infor
mation about the municipality through the years. A 
map of the area in 1879 compared to now was in
cluded as the four page edition also had stories of 
early pioneers. Stories of the Teulon and Rockwood 
Agricultural Societies and Fat Stock Show bring back 
many memories. 

The last page displayed pictures of old and new 
and was entitled why Rockwood municipality has 
desirable farm homes. A story and pictures of years 
gone by that we are proud to remember. 

A list of council memebers of 1878 to the present 
day names the many dedicated citizens who gave and 
are giving of their time and services as councillors of 
a municipality now 100 years old. 

We hope this informative and souvenier edition 
has found its way into your home. These editions 
were distributed at fairs and other events in the dis
trict. 

Each area respresentative was also given a small 
sum of money used for the purchase of trophies to be 
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used at some local event in their own community. 
Each area had their own special occasion to present 
their trophies as a centennial remembrance. 

It was also felt we should honor every farm in the 
area that had remained in the same family 100 years 
or more. This was a very interesting project and as a 
result we had fourteen farm families honored and 
presented with bronze gate signs and certificates. 
Stories of these farms and their families are included 
in this history and all are interesting and enjoyable to 
read. 

During the year Tony Baliant of Gunton, Man. 
was our photographer and after attending most events 
Tony put together albums of beautiful pictures to be 
kept as a memory of this unforgettable year. 

As a wind up to celebrations a weiner roast, 
entertainment by pipers from Winnipeg and a color
ful fireworks display was held at Gunton on October 
5th. Everyone attending was served hot dogs, coffee, 
ice cream and centennial birthday cake. As darkness 
fell the beautiful fireworks lit up the sky and the 
many hundreds of Rockwood citizens enjoyed the 
beautiful array. 

The committee that represented the municipality 
and helped to arrange the program as a remembrance 
and dedication hope everyone enjoyed it as much as 
they did. We always had a good attendance of com
mittee members and everyone joined in on any of the 
discussions. We hope your memories of Centennial 
year 1980 are as pleasant as those of your Rockwood 
Centennial Committee. 
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