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On behalf of the Board of Directors of Robert A. Steen Memorial Community Centre, I want to 

thank all the contributors for their part in the successful completion of Rising to the 
Occasion. I'm impressed with the attractive cover design and the variety of photographs, 

maps and other information included. 

Usually the Board of R. A. Steen plans sports programs and worries about the nuts-and-bolts 

of operating our building. Publishing a book is a new venture for the community centre and 

we all wondered at times how it would work out. I'm very pleased with the results and hope 

everyone in the community will want a copy to keep and read. We appreciate Ardythe's work 

on this project and want to thank her for all the time and effort she put into it. 

Don Ferens, President 
Robert A. Steen Memorial Community Centre Inc. 

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of 

the writers and editor/compiler, not necessarily those of 

the Robert A. Steen Board of Directors, and do not necessarily 

reflect the official views of the Government of Canada. 

This book may be purchased from R. A. Steen Community Centre, 980 Palmerston Avenue, Winnipeg R3G 1J9 
and from local schools and businesses. For information please call R. A. Steen C. C. at (204) 783-5616. 
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FOCUS OF IS 
history is the three Winnipeg communities of Armstrong's Point, 
West Broadway, and Wolseley (including West Wolseley). In 
modern Winnipeg this area is bounded by the Assiniboine River on 
the south, Portage Avenue on the north, Osborne Street on the 

east, and Omand's Creek on the west. St. lames Church, Polo Park, the legislative 
Buildings and Memorial Park, and the University of Winnipeg, although just outside 
these boundaries, are significant focal points and have a role in our communities. 

The earliest European maps and descriptions of this area describe it as 
"beautiful prairie" grassland rising gently from the Assiniboine River, with 
occasional stands of trees, and a fringe of woodland along the river and on 
Armstrong's Point. The land was laced with creeks, including Catfish (Omand's) 
Creek, Spence's Creek and Colony Creek. Early settlers used the creeks for water 
(cleaner than the Assiniboine), skated and boated on them, and fished in them. 
Spence's Creek, which ran from northwest to southeast diagonally across James 
Spence's farm, seems to have disappeared early in the history of West Broadway, 
while Colony Creek survived until early in the 1900s. Omand's Creek at the western 
edge has been the focus of a major community preservation and restoration effort. 
Mary Ann Good, the Tree lady of Wolseley, began planting trees in the 1860s, and 
most of the elms which shade the streets today were planted before World War I. 

Our neighbourhoods today are home to about 14,000 people. We face 
many of the problems and challenges of any older urban neighbourhood flight to 
the suburbs, aging infrastructure, striking inequality of income and opportunity 
among our residents. We also have a strong sense of community identity and pride. 
We enjoy rich ethnic and cultural diversity, a high level of tolerance, and a tradition 
of social responsibility and concern. This history brings together the stofies of 
many people whose lives and work built the communities we live in today. I have 
enjoyed getting to know my neighbours, past and present, and I hope you will too. 

I began this project thinking it would be easy to write a brief history, add 
some personal stories and a few photographs, and put it all together. It turned into 
a much larger task! I agonized over having to edit some of the stories given to me 
and hope there will an opportunity to use more of this information. I hope others 
will continue to document the history of their houses, schools, community 
organizations, save old photographs or letters found during renovations, write 
down recollections of community life, and interview older relatives and neighbours. 
Our history is not over. It is happening every day, just down the block. 

FACING PAGE: 

Map of Wolseley 
Constituency, 
1998 



The Ruby Street Bison was probably this now-extinct form. 

Until about 2100 years ago, the bow and arrow had not made an 
appearance in southern Manitoba. 

Individual hunters sometimes used a wolf 
disguise to stalk the bison. 

... ... ~-

All illustrations in Dr. Syms' article are from the 
Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature. 
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Small groups of hunters stalked and killed 
bison and other game with spears 

and atlatls. 

Larger groups might build 
pounds or drive the bison 

over a cI iff. 



EFORE WRITTEN HISTORY our 

neighbourhood was home to many generations of people. They 
walked lightly on the land, and many of the traces they left have 
been plowed under, built over, or dug up and thrown away. But 
recent research tells us some things about the way they lived long 

ago. I thank Dr. Syms for contributing this essay. 

WOlSElEY AREA 
by Dr. £ Leigh Syms 

Beneath our feet lies a long, varied and rich record of a dynamic heritage. 
Even when we look at the relatively recent past - the last 20,000 years (which is 
very young, geologically speaking) - we find a major transformation of the 
landscape and a long, rich and dynamic record of occupation by First Nations 
groups. 

If we had the opportunity to be here 20,000 years ago, we would have 
found a land covered by a vast continental glacier. As it grew and pushed 
southward, it had scraped and scoured the land (Teller 1984). About 16,000 years 
ago, climatic warming caused it to recede northward gradually, leaving behind a 
layer of till (Le. earthen debris) and a very large glacial lake, Lake Agassiz (Teller 
and Clayton 1983). 

About 11,000 years ago, much of southern Manitoba was under glacial 
Lake Agassiz, a huge, inland lake as large as a sea, cold and bordered to the north 
by the glacier. Here, we would have had a very deep lake and huge iceb,ergs 
floating about during the summer. These lake deposits have provided us with a 
very flat landscape and the clay gumbo that sticks to our shoes. The expansion and 
contraction of these lake clays cause our houses to shift and walls to crack. During 
this time, Native peoples were living to the west, above the Manitoba escarpment. 
The Manitoba escarpment is the sudden rise in the land that separates the lake 
plain from the western upland; it is marked by a sudden rise slightly west of 
Morden and the relatively steep rise west of J & J Truck Stop on the Trans-Canada 
Highway. 

About 9,000 - 8,300 years ago, Lake Agassiz drained, leaving a flat land 
of rich soil which was probably covered with vegetation very quickly. As this 
happened, river channels were cut across the landscape as the water drained to the 
south forming the valleys of the Assiniboine and Red rivers. These channels have 
their own dynamic record, representing thousands of years of eroding downward 
and depositing layers of sediment due to flooding (Rannie et al 1989; Nielsen et al 
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Fragment of bison 
skull found at the 
Ruby Street 
excavation 
Manitoba Museum 

1993, 1996). The Red River continued to occupy its present channel but the 
Assiniboine River had a much more wandering tendency. The history of the Red 
River is known from numerous studies of the various depositional layers of 
sediments, many with sensitive environmental indicators such as various shell 
species and deep archaeological excavations such as The Forks and the Lockport 
sites. 

Much less has been done on the Assiniboine River. 
One of the key pieces of information comes from the 
site of the Ruby Street bison (Nielsen et al 1993, 
1996). In 1969, sewer excavations near the corner 
of Ruby and Palmerston streets produced a 10.7 
metre deep trench. At a depth of about 9.4 - 10.4 
metres below the surface, there was a layer of pea 
gravel and sands with pieces of wood and eroded 
bison bones. The bison was tentatively identified as 
an extinct form, Bison antiquus occidentalis, which 
was slightly larger than the modern species and had 
wider, straighter horns 
(see illustration below - Modern bison on left; Bison 
Antiquus on righf). The associated wood was dated to 

7,490+ /-80 years ago (Nielsen et al 1996). This site has produced the definitive 
evidence that the Assiniboine River had initially cut its present channel by 7,500 
years ago and had started to in-fill with flood deposits. 

Based primarily on more westerly research, Rannie et al (1989) have 
developed an account of the ramblings of the Assiniboine River. About 4,800 years 
ago, it was flowing northward into Lake Manitoba. About 3,000 years ago, it again 
shifted its flow eastward but this time, it followed the channel of the La Salle River 
and entered the Red River at St. Norbert, creating "the forks" to the south. By 
1,400 years ago, and perhaps, even shortly after 3,000 years ago the Assiniboine 
River shifted northward and resumed flowing in its present channel. Many factors 
influenced its shifting channels. These include isostatic rebound in which the 
surface of the land rebounded upwards when it no longer had the massive weight 
of the glacier compressing it, and changing climatic conditions which resulted in a 
wetter and cooler environment about 5,000 - 3,000 years ago. 
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So far, I have said little about the local First Nations occupations. Again we 
must turn to work on the Red River, particularly the area of The Forks for Kroker 
and Goundry 1993; Quaternary Consultants Ltd. 1998, to name a few) to the 
southern part of the province in general (Pettipas 1983, 1996), and North America 
as a whole (Jennings 1968; Willey 1966 or various volumes of the North American 
handbook). There have been tantalizing bits of information recovered from the 
Wolseley area such as a fragment of an ancient First Nations cooking vessel 
recovered from the shoreline of Armstrong Point. The Historic Resources Branch 
lists only two sites for the area. A private collection of dart and arrow points from 
the 1100 block of Wolseley Avenue was noted in the late 1960's, but the collection 
had been lost, so the potentially exciting record is gone. The other site is a portage 
across the river to the area of the former 5hriners Hospital which yielded early fur 
trade materials. Unfortunately, there have been no extensive excavations nor 
detailed recording of sites and collections in the area. 

From the general record of the province, we know that First Nations groups 
moved into the general area virtually as soon as Lake Agassiz drained away, as 
indicated by various finds, such as their long, beautiful lanceolate hunting points 
(Pettipas 1983, 1996). For several thousand years they occupied small camps and 
hunted the now extinct forms of bison and other animals. 

Beginning about 6,000 years ago, there was considerable population 
growth, as reflected in the much greater number of sites. There was also a 
fluorescence in the non-perishable technology such as ground stone tools, spears 
and other items made from mined copper, direct evidence of fishing such as net 
weights and fish hooks and evidence of processing a greater variety of plant 
resources such as nuts (Jennings 1968; Petti pas 1983, 1998). Interestingly, the 
oldest level discovered at The Forks is estimated to date to 6,000 years ago based 
on its depth of 6 metres and an extensive camp site has been partially excavated at 
the 3,000 year old level (Kroker and Goundry 1993) when the camp level was 
about 3 metres below the current ground level. This latter camp or village site 
contained tools make from non-local stone indicating widespread trade and 
interaction to the southwest and to the east. 

Three caches of bone and antler tools dating to 4,000 years ago have 
been recovered recently from northern and southeastern Manitoba (5yms 2000a, 
2000b). They have provided a partial record of a great variety of tools including 
long spears for catching sturgeon, an antler adze for woodworking, antler picks for 
ice fishing or spruce root collecting, carving tools made from beaver incisors, an 
antler ladle and bark peeler. Despite their great antiquity, they exhibit outstanding 
craftsmanship, beauty, and pride in manufacturing. When we look at these tools 
and the large variety of stone tools, such as scrapers, knives, adzes and drills 
found at other sites, we can develop some appreciation of the very rich heritage of 
the Native people who were here 4,000 years ago. We know also that they had 
been trading with groups from the Great Lakes who had a tradition of mining and 
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Pots like the one 
shown here could be 

for stone 
cooking dropping 
heated stones into a 
pot of food to cook 
it 

making tools from raw copper (see Historic Resources Branch 1986 and Old Copper 
Exhibit at the Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature). 

Many technological changes were developed by First Nations peoples 
throughout the subsequent centuries. It would take a couple of volumes to 

document these developments in detail. About 2,000 years ago, 
both Plains and Woodland Native groups, both of whom could 

have been passing through the Wolseley area, started making 
and using ceramic vessels. Some groups also shifted from 
the use of the atlatl (dart thrower) and dart to the bow and 
arrow. Beginning about A.D 700, the ceramic traditions 
changed and the potters started making globular, thin
walled pots using textile bags as support (see pidure), 
examples of which have been recovered from The Forks 

and Lockport sites. Starting about A.D. 850, local Plains 
groups were part of trade networks that brought shell 

artifacts up the entire length of the Mississippi River from the 
Gulf of Mexico (see Historic Resources Branch 1989 and the 

Trade Exhibit in the Grassland Gallery of the Manitoba Museum of 
Man and Nature). By this time all First Nations had shifted to the use of the 

bow and arrow as the choice of hunting weapon. 
Even as recently as the early 1400's, Native people became Manitoba's 

first farmers as they planted plots of corn, worked the plots with hoes made from 
the scapula (shoulder blade) of bison, and dug 4 Yz feet (1.35m) deep storage 
pits to store surplus food at the Lockport Site (Historic Resource Branch 1995; 
Flynn and Syms 1996). This happened 400 years before the initial and often 
unsuccessful efforts of the first European settlers of the Red River settlement. 
These are a few of the many developments that we have identified as taking place 
near by and which would have affected the First Nations who utilized the Wolseley 
area. 

Although there were many changes that took place throughout the 
thousands of years of Native adaptations, creative innovations and shifting 
alliances, none would have had the impact of the foreigners who began arriving in 
the 1700's. In 1737 a Nakoda (known more c~)fnmonly but erroneously as 
Assiniboin) trading chief met the French explorer, Pierre Gaultier de Varennes, 
Sieur de la Verendrye on Lake of the Woods and invited him to come to the Great 
Forks of the Red River where he promised him plenty of (passenger) pigeons, 
bison, water and where there were camps of Nakoda with which to trade (Burpee 
1927). Initially, there were a few forts at which the Nakoda, Plains Cree and 
Anishinaabe (Ojibwa) nations traded. The Metis nation arose as a new and 
distinctive group. However, the Red River settlement quickly grew as the fur trade 
flourished and immigration was encouraged, creating the core of Winnipeg and our 
province as we know them today. 
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Section from Ho Yo Hind's Topographical Map of the 
Red River Settlement, 1858 
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N D 18TH 

centuries, fur traders and explorers from New France and 
Hudson's Bay became part of the great trade networks of the 
interior, bringing furs to Europe and manufactured goods such 
as guns, metal tools, blankets and liquor to the plains people. 

The fur trade affected inter-tribal relations too, as the Crees moved west and 
became middlemen in the fur trade. 

Although the Hudson's Bay Company "owned" the enormous territory of 
Rupertsland for 200 years, for most of that time their activities were confined to 
posts on the shores of Hudson's Bay. The HBC did not begin to establish interior 
posts until forced to by competition from Montreal-based fur traders. Real 
settlement near the forks of the Red and Assiniboine rivers did not begin until the 
Selkirk Settlement. 

Probably the first map of our neighbourhoods-to-be was drawn by Peter 
Fidler in 1816, showing the route taken by Cuthbert Grant and his horsemen on 
June 16. They rode along the Assiniboine from White Horse Plain and crossed 
Catfish Creek on the way to Seven Oaks and the fatal encounter with Robert Semple. 
At this time there was no permanent settlement between the White Horse Plain and 
the HBC post at the forks, but after 1821 people began to move west along the 
Assiniboine River, in what came to be known as the Parish of st. James, the nucleus 
of the Wolseley and St. James of today. 

The information about the early settler families comes from many sources, 
especially research done by descendants including Audrey Lucier and Bruce Hallett 
of Winnipeg, Heather Hallett of British Columbia, and information collected by 
William Speechly and deposited in the Archives. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 

WILLIAM GROVE SPEECHLY was the son of Dr. Harry Speechly and Mary Speechly, 
long-time residents at 232 Home Street. Both notable people, Mrs. Speechly is 
remembered especially as founder of the Women's Institute, first woman to be 
appointed to the Board of Governors of the University of Manitoba, and leadership 
in the birth control movement. William Grove Speechly was a history teacher at 
Gordon Bell High School for many years, and was very interested in local history. 
His collection of historical research materials was donated to the Provincial 
Archives. 

After Mrs. Speechly's death in 1968, William sold the house and resided at 
the Greysolon Apartments, 18-136 Spence Street. 
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BOLSOVER BOY 
MAKES GOOD 

Peter Fidler was a 
native of Bolsover, 
Derbyshire, England 
where descendants 
of his brother James 
still live. After signing 
on with the HBC in 
1789, he made oniy 
one visit home, in 
1812, when he built 
a house for his 
mother. 

A clause in PETER 
FIDLER'S WILL 
stipulated that his 
invested estate was 
to pay interest to his 
wife and children 
until the youngest 
child became the age 
of 21 years. The 
principal was then to 
accumulate interest 
and to be left to the 
eldest direct 
descendant of his 
son Peter in 1969, 
on the 200th 
anniversary of Peter 
Sr.'s birthday. As 
1969 drew near the 
descendants of Peter 
Fidler wondered what 
had become of his 
estate? 

After Mary Fidler 
died, the executors 
had Clause 7 set 
aside and distributed 
the residual estate 
among the surviving 
Fidler children, 
reasoning that they 
needed support 
immediately and no
one wanted 10 be 
responsible for 
administering the 
estate for 200 years. 

RIVER FARMS AND 

The typical river lot farm "stretched back from the river for two miles or 
more. Near the water might be five acres of intensively cultivated land with a foot 
and bridle path winding along the shore. Next might come a few acres of auxiliary 
farm land, common grazing land, and then prairie hay land." ((Red River Trails, p. 
29). On the Assiniboine the farms were 4 chains wide (a chain is 66 feet) and 
included a hay allowance on the north side of the Portage Trail. Settlers also cut 
wood on the south side of the river. The first settlers along the Assiniboine, from 
Point-a-Peltier to Catfish Creek, included retired soldiers, retired HBC men and their 
families, and Selkirk settlers who wanted more land. 

HBC 

Peter Fidler 

He accompanied the first group of Selkirk Settlers in 1812, supplying them with 
buffalo robes and provisions. He may have considered retiring to Red River with his 
Cree wife Mary and their large family, but he died at Dauphin, Manitoba in 1822, 
not long after leaving the HBC. His wife Mary died in 1826. Several of their children 
were granted HBC lots and became the first residents of what is now Wolseley. 
Among their neighbours were the children of Peter Fidler's old friend Henry Hallett. 

Henry Hallett: A long Way from Battersea 

Another Englishman who joined the HBC, Henry Hallett was recruited by his uncle 
Philip Tumor and came out in 1793 as a writer. He retired in 1822, settling in Red 
River with seven mixed-blood children. There were several marriages between the 
Hallett and Fidler families. On November 6, 1828, James Hallett married Sarah 
(Sally) Fidler, and three of James' sisters married three of Sally's brothers. 

Bruce Hallett noted that Henry Hallett could afford to give his sons 
expensive, well-trained "buffalo runners". His third son William was a famous 
buffalo hunter and scout, known as the "Captain of the English Metis" in the 1850s 
and 1860s. William married IVJaria Pruden, and their daughter Isabella married 
Edwin, son of John Palmer Bourke. 
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and James Hallett 

Sally Fidler was a "bewitching" teenager when she first met Governor William 
Williams and went to live with him in 1818 in a marriage "by the custom of the 
country", not knowing that he already had a wife in England. Four years later, when 
his English wife came out to join him, he dumped Sally. It was a terrible time for 
Sally and her mother. Peter Fidler died that same year, Mary gave birth to her last 
child, Harriet, and Sally was left with a daughter and a baby son. 

Sally married James Hallett in 1828 and they had seven children together. 
They also raised her daughter Mathilda and son William from her "country 
marriage". {Young William died at the age of eleven}. In 1834, possibly with the 
encouragement of his father and brother William, James wrote to Williams in 
England requesting support for Mathilda and offering to send her to England if her 
father preferred. This not-too-subtle threat resulted in the offer by George Simpson 
(HBC Governor) of a 46 acre lot on the Assiniboine just east of Omand's Creek. This 
was to be the first of several river lot farms owned by members of the Hallett 
family. By the early 1850s several of the Halletts had settled along the Assiniboine. 

John 

John Palmer Bourke, an Irishman, came out with the first draft of Selkirk Settlers 
and knew Peter Fidler Bourke bought the HBC Hayfields farm in 1835. The Bourke 
family farmed there for many years. Bourke and his Metis wife Nancy Campbell had 
a family of 9 children, one of whom, Edwin, became a member of Manitoba's first 
legislature. Edwin's daughter Maria Ann married James Good and lived for many 
years on the Good farm in Wolseley. The Bourkes are also linked to many other old 
families. 

John Omand 

John Omand came over from the Orkneys in 1849 and worked as a farm 
superintendent for the Anglican Church of S1. John's. He built his first house on the 
river side of the Portage Trail about 1857 and brought his wife and daughter over. 
Omand bought the land along Catfish Creek from William Brown (Chelsea 
Pensioner) and Henry Hallett Jr. John Omand in 1882 built a fine brick hou~e which 
was demolished after he sold the property to the Midland Railroad in 1910. The 
last of his houses was built for his son about 1882 or 1883, at what would be 1403 
Portage Avenue and was later home to the Swail family. 
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Amable Margaret Taylor 

Louis Amable Hogue, considered the patriarch of the Red River branch of his 
family, also received a land grant at the time of his marriage to Margaret Taylor, the 
daughter of HBC sloop master and his Indian wife Jane. Margaret Taylor had been a 
"country wife" of George Simpson, by whom she had two sons, and when Simpson 
returned to England in 1830 to marry his cousin Frances, he arranged for 
Margaret's marriage to Amable Hogue, who had accompanied Simpson on some of 
his northern travels. Margaret and Amable had 9 more children, and by 1835 were 
living on a farm on the Assiniboine, where their son Joseph was born. In 1881 
William Hogue is listed as the owner of the river lot farm, but Amable and IViargaret 
didn't have a son William. Their eldest daughter Mary married William Bremner, and 
their son was also William Bremner, born 1859. Was he the owner of the land in 
1881? 

Amable Hogue's descendants believe that he hunted buffalo during the 
summer and lived at St. Francois Xavier in the winter. It may be that, like the 
Halletts, he had land in both St. James and St. Francois Xavier and did not have a 
permanent residence. But his name is certainly associated with the river lot farm 
which later became the site of Happyland. 

The lincolnshire 

Other lots were granted to men who came out to work on the HBC experimental 
farms, including James Good and Joseph Kirton. A group of 13 families from 
Lincolnshire came out in 1836 under a five-year contract. After five years they were 
entitled either to passage home or a land grant. At least three families Oliver and 
Mary Gowler, who settled farther west, and the Goods and Kirtons - opted to stay 
on. Joseph Kirton and lames Good took lots 53 and 54, and their children Mary Ann 
Kirton and Joseph Good married and took over Joseph Good's farm. Peter Kirton 
inherited from his father. Mary Ann Good became famous as the "Tree Lady of 
Wolseley" and we will hear more about her. 

Samuel and John Foulds 

These two brothers from Nottingham came out together in 1821 to work for the 
HBC as labourers and retired in Red River, taking up river lots side by side near the 
present Lipton Street. The Foulds and the Hogues may have been the first settlers, 
taking up their farms around 1835. John married Mary Fidler and had 5 children, 
and Samuel married Nancy Calder and had a family of 14 children. Thomas Foulds' 
farm house was built in 1872 at 1006 Palmerston on the site of an earlier log 
house. The original stone foundation can be seen in the basement. When the family 



outgrew this house, they built 1002 next door. Thomas married Charlotte 
Armstrong and lived until 1922 at 1002 Palmerston Avenue, having seen his 
neighbourhood almost completely transformed. Henry married Jessie (Susan) 
Kirton and their sister Elizabeth married William Fidler, linking the neighbourhood 
families more closely. 

THE ORKNEY CONNECTION 

Wolsely has been described as "Orkney town" in the 19th century, although many of 
the early settlers were English or Irish. The Orkney connection includes John 
Omand, James Spence, William Drever and his children, and of course Andrew 
Graham Ballenden Bannatyne, whose Castle on the Point is a local legend. 

Beginning around 1700, the Hudson's Bay Company recruited thousands 
of young men in the Orkney Islands to work as clerks, boatmen and carpenters at 
the Company's posts in the wilds of Rupertsland. Why the Orkneys? 

The Company ships took the northern route from London to avoid French 
and Dutch ships in the English Channel, and made a last stop at the port of 
Strom ness to take on provisions and water. The Orkneys became a convenient 
source of manpower. Life was hard in the windswept, barren islands, and a five
year contract with the HBC was an attractive proposition for a young man with a 
respect for hard work. Most returned home after serving one or two terms at a 
Company post, but after the founding of the Selkirk Settlement it became possible 
for retired servants of the company to settle permanently at Red River with their 
country-born wives and children. 

Among the lasting influences of the Orcadians on fur trade culture were the 
York boat (based on the Orkney fishing boat, or yo Ie), the Red River cart, the many 
Orkney names still to be found among Manitoba's older families, and the musical 
heritage of fiddle music and jigs. In the early days of settlement here along the 
Assiniboine River you might have heard the Orkney dialect, as well as English, 
French, and Cree. Does Canadian "eh?" and "aboot" derive from Orcadian? 

FROM STROMNESS WITH A SHILLING 

On June 9, 1821, eighteen-year-old William Drever left his home in the Orkneys 
with his mother's blessing and a lucky shilling. "Other than a respect for good 
manners and hard work, and a basic education, it was all she had to give him." 
(Braehead, p. 40) 
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From Jim Wilson's 
Orcadian webpage: 
http://\fN./\N.ucl.ac. uk/ 
bioiogy/goidstein/Jim 
3.htm 

Orcadian is a dialect of 
Insular Scots, it is much 
more heavily influenced 
by Old Norse than 
Mainland Scots due to 
the Northern Isles being 
a Norse colony until 
1 468. There is a little 
section on the Orkney 
web-site about dialect 
but, to increase the 
presence 01 Orcadian on 
the web, here's a peedie 
grain more. 
Ayeaye tae me yamils an 
al Orkney 10k readan this, 
I thowt tae meselll wid 
better pit a bit 0 the 
mither tongue aboothans 
so 10k dinna think am 
deuan nutheen bit 
chantan nooadays. The 
Orknet thing is ferly 
grand, hid's ey wheer tae 
see siccan weel-kent 
pieces lument thee oan a 
gless screen whaen 
thoo'r thinkan long. 

A'm pitten oan . .. gye 
guid poem be Robert 
Rendall I thowt wur the 
very dab. A'm hoppan 
unkan wans'li (haloose 
the meaneen, writan hid 
oot in Ingleesh chaes! 
seems eoorse furtiver. 
Gin I tise 10k intae 
spaekan an writan 
Orcadian fur themsells a'i 
be weel (huft. 

Haiku Epitaph 
Hand on Gun'le tae the 
noos! 
Haal this withered yole: 
There laeve her, seffly 
hODs'd. 



Years later the 
Pinkhams met Adam 
Thom in London. He 
presented Jean with 
his book "The 
Pentaglot", inscribed 
"From Doctor Thom 
to Mrs. Pinkham, 
whose mother and 
himself, in the spring 
of 1839, sailed 
together from 
London to the Red 
River Settlement: She 
to become the 
founder of her 
husband's fortunes. 
.. " (Braehead, 220) 

Dr. Thom never 
forgot the wage 
settlement he paid to 
Helen Rothney. 

William took to his new life with great success. For the next 18 years he 
worked as a carpenter at York Factory building York boats. He also learned from 
the Crees the skills necessary to survival in the north - to hunt, to snowshoe, to 
use a dogsled. He became a valued employee, renewing his contract several times 
and eventually earning £35 a year. Then, in 1839, with just a day's notice, William 
was sent to the Red River Settlement to work in the company store. 

Meanwhile in Scotland, Helen Rothney, the daughter of a well-to-do 
Aberdeenshire family, wanted adventure and found it when she replied to Adam 
Thom's advertisement for a governess/ companion for his wife and children at his 
new post as Recorder of Rupertsland. To the dismay of her family and friends, 
Helen set off with Dr. and Mrs. Thom in 1839, arriving at the Lower Fort in the 
summer of 1839 just in time to meet William. 

Family tradition is that Helen's first reaction was "I dinna care for a man wi' 
a great beard Ii' that!" William shaved his beard and made a better impression on 
the pretty young lady - so good that she asked to be released from her contract to 
marry him. Thom refused. Helen left his house in September, 1842. He said she 
took sick leave; she said he fired her without paying any of her wages. Helen 
Rothney did an amazing thing for the time - she sued her former employer for her 
back wages, and won, just weeks before she was to give birth to her first child. 
Thom was ordered to pay Helen four years' wages and passage back to Scotland. 
She took the wages but declined to return to Scotland, making the Red River 
Settlement her home. 

Helen Rothney and William Drever were married on March 30, 1843, a few 
weeks after their son Willie was born. Five more children followed: twins Jamie and 
Maggie in 1846, Jean in 1849, Mary in 1852 and Christin in 1854. William Drever 
Sr. retired from the HBC in 1851, took a land grant near the present Portage and 
I~ain, and opened a store. Helen's life was full of adventures - epidemics, fire, 
flood, and famine, a confrontation with a Sioux war party, and many other 
hardships, including the death of her son Jamie in a typhoid epidemic in 1865. She 
died in 1866, worn out from the hardships of her life and grieving for her son. Did 
she ever regret leaving her comfortable life in Scotland for the wilds of Red River? 

While Helen never lived in our neighbourhood, her daughter Jean married 
Rev. Cyprian Pinkham of S1. James Church and they lived on a river lot near the 
present S1. James Bridge until 1889, when they moved to Calgary. Cyprian Pinkham 
became Bishop of Saskatchewan and Superintendent of Education for Manitoba. 
William Drever Sr. lived with the Pinkhams until his death in 1887 at the age of 89. 
Willie Drever Jr. bought Lot 66 {Home Street} and the northern part of the street 
was named for him in 1881. 
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COMMUNITY 

By 1850 a mixed community of English, Irish, Orcadians, and Cree lived along the 
Assiniboine near Catfish Creek, living partly by farming and partly by the buffalo 
hunt. After the founding of a school and church, another generation would grow up, 
marry and begin to raise families before the events of 1869-70 made the Red River 
settlement a part of Canada and transformed muddy little Winnipeg into a city. What 
was life like for these families 150 years ago? 

Their homes were modest log houses near the river bank and the footpath 
linking the farms with the church. Most houses had fireplaces, although some may 
have had a box stove for heat. Baking was done in an outdoor oven. When Mary 
Ann Kirton married Joseph Good in 1860, she brought with her a cow and calf, a 
table and four chairs, and household items given by her foster parents. Families 
grew or gathered most of their own food, spun and wove woolen cloth and 
blankets, made moccasins from buffalo or cowhide, and supplemented their farm 
produce with wild berries and fish. Families gathered on the riverbank to fish or 
hunt ducks, and since the houses were close together women could visit easily. 
Wealthier families could afford to order clothes and other luxuries from England, 
and free traders brought in goods from St. Paul over the cart trails, but these were 
expensive and families produced most of their necessities. Although life was hard 
by modern standards, and there were few luxuries, people managed to have fun 
too. After 1870 the farms became market gardens to feed the growing city, and 
over the next 40 years the city spread westward, transforming the river lot farms 
into city streets. 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

In 1850 Bishop David Anderson appointed Rev. W. H. Taylor to organize a new 
Anglican Church. "The spot was selected. .. not far from the Indian burial ground. 
. . It is the highest sport in the settlement, and is the very knoll to which the 
inhabitants fled and saved themselves in the year of the great flood" (1826). The 
rectory was begun in 1851, and in 1852, while the logs for the church were washed 
away, the Rectory and the high ground on which it stood once again rose above the 
flood waters. The church was completed in 1853 and consecrated on May 29, 
1855. The petition to the "Right Reverend Father in God, David, by divine 
permission, Bishop of Rupertsland" for consecration of the new church was signed 
by Rev. Taylor, H. McKenzie, Henry Cook, J. W. Ellwood, Samuel Foulds, Neil 
Henderson, James Hallett, Charles Fidler, William Clouston, 1. H. Garrioch, John 
Todd, James Sangster, William Hallett, James Spence, Jeremiah Cook, John Atkinson 
and James Isbister. 
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NOT MUCH 
HOUSEWORK! 

lV1aria Ann Bourke 
married James Good in 
1892 and lived with 
her in-laws until 1905. 
"There wasn't so much 
furniture to dust or so 
much housework to do 
... we really enjoyed 
ourselves," she 
recalled in an interview 
in 1949, when she was 
80 years old. She 
remembered sending 
her husband to dances 
with "two pair of 
moccasins as he 
danced the first pair 
DUt.l! 



In 1855, the church served a parish of 200, growing in two years to over 
500. There was a parish school, until public schools were opened in the 1880s. 
The church continued to serve until 1922, when a new church opened on Collegiate 
Street. The old building has been preserved as an historic site, and annual services 
are still held according to the terms of the original land grant from the HBC. 

Polo Park, the Winnipeg Stadium and Arena, and the West Wolseley 
residential area are all built on land that once belonged to S1. James Church. The 
church, like many of its parishioners, sold most of its land when prices were low. 
The cemetery remains, a quiet place to remember the early settlers buried there. 

The Hallett family held a reunion in 1993 to celebrate 200 years in 
Canada, and included a special service at S1. James Church. 

The church plans a homecoming celebration june 22nd to 24th , 2001 to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary of its founding. 

St. James Church Photo: PAM 

WHAT'S THIS 

This wooded bend in the river was not always called Armstrong's Point. It was first 
recorded as HBC Lot # 1211, Point-a.-Peltier, for Joseph Peltier, a freeman who 
homesteaded before 1812 and sold provisions to the HBC. By the time Miles 
McDonell arrived with the Selkirk Settlers, "Assiniboine Joe" had moved farther 
west, or perhaps had died. Joseph Rodway was probably the next person to farm on 
the Point. 

ELSEA PENSIONERS 

Retired soldiers sent to Red River to serve as a local defense force, they 
received small farms if they settled permanently. Fifty-six soldiers, 42 with families 
arrived in 1848 and another 20 in 1850. Their grants from the west side of Garry 
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Street as far as Point-a-Peltier. Archer Martin in 1898 found a list of pensioners 
who had been given lots, ranging from 2 to 20 acres, by 1852. Major Caldwell, their 
commanding officer and Governor of Assiniboia, received 40 acres. It doesn't seem 
that any of them actually settled on the Point, although Philip Maguire and 1. Moyse 
later settled farther up the Assiniboine. The Moyse family apparently prospered, if 
we can judge by the house at 838 Wolseley built for John Moyse in 1913. 

James Armstrong (Armstrong's Point) and James Mulligan, William Brown, 
Michael Brennan, Thomas Franklin, Charles Stodgell were among the Chelsea 
Pensioners who acquired river lot farms. Charles Stodgell married Marguerite 
Bourke and their son Eli would become one of Winnipeg's first policemen. 

Some pensioners probably sold or traded their lots, or decided to return to 
England. A few years later Joseph Rodway became the second homesteader on the 
Point. His great grand-daughter, Mrs. Meadows of Minnedosa, told this story to Pat 
Thomson, a current resident of Armstrong's Point. 

He came to Canada in 1838 and his future wife followed him. They were 
married January 1, 1840 and lived on Armstrong's Point after receiving the 
10 acre allotment. They had a large family and Mrs. Meadows' 
grandmother, born in 1858, was one of the daughters. The grandmother 
recalled that she was just 10 years old when her father died in 1868 and 
she was sent to tell the clergyman at S1. James Anglican Church. As she 
hurried along the river pathway from Armstrong's Point to St. James on her 
mission, she tore her dress on some bushes and was terribly embarrassed 
as well as being upset when she reached him. 

After Joseph Rodway died in 1868, Mrs. Rodway moved to Dugald 
where some members of the family had become farmers. 

WHO WAS ARMSTRONG? 

When Governor Caldwell left, he transferred his land to Capt. Christopher Foss who 
built a house and stable on the Point, and also became involved in one of the 
colony's early scandals. He became a little too friendly with pretty Mrs. Sarah 
Ballenden, causing much gossip and a lawsuit for defamation. Having ruined Mrs. 
Ballenden's reputation, Capt. Foss returned to England in 1850, passing the 
property to Capt. Joseph Hill who was called back to England, leaving his property 
in the care of Corporal James Armstrong. Nothing more was heard of Captain Hill for 
many years. Cpl. Armstrong settled down and prospered, raising a family of six 
children. His daughter Caroline married John Moyses, another old soldier, his son 
Elliot married Ann Fidler (possibly a grand·daughter of Peter and Mary?), and 
Charlotte married Thomas Foulds. James Armstrong died in 1874 and was buried at 
st. James Church, only a few months after he sold all of Lot 86 (now called 
Armstrong's Point) to Francis Cornish, soon to be Winnipeg's first mayor. The land 
then passed to developers who traced Captain Hill and cleared the title with him. 
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Winnipeg Tribune: 
June 13, 1974 

One hundred 
years ago this 
week: 

The death of Mr. 
Armstrong of 
Armstrong's 
Point he was 
80 years old. He 
fought at 
Waterloo, came 
to Red River with 
the 6th Regiment 
of Foot in 1840, 
and was for many 
years a sides man 
of St. James 
Anglican Church. 

James 
Armstrong's 
headstone can be 
found in St. 
James cemetery. 



E 1866 

Cree Hunting Camp, Spence Street, 1866 Photo: PAM 

Each spring, in preparation for the great buffalo hunt, the hunters gathered in a camp at Spence's Creek, 
near the present Spence Street. In this connection it may be mentioned that the buffalo hunt gave employment 
annually to about 1 ,000 men, using 1 ,200 Red River carts. 

This camping ground lay between Portage Avenue and the Assiniboine River and here a large body of the 
hunters again camped on their return, laden with immense quantities of pemican - dried and smoked buffalo 
meat, tongues, etc. the staple meat supply of the Red River settlement. 

The tents in this picture are those of the Plains Cree Indians. They were made entirely of leather and by an 
arrangement of poles a corner of the leather could be turned around to suit the direction of the wind and 
prevent the smoke of the fires within from filling the tent. 

In this picture can also be seen the cottages of some of the Imperial soldiers who had belonged to the 
force of pensioners sent from England to Fort Garry to replace the troops who had been recalled to England in 
1848. When this force was disbanded in 1855 many of these pensioners elected to remain in the settlement 
and all had small farms along the Assiniboine River. 

Account from Miss H. Cowan, whose original photographs of Winnipeg in 1866 
appeared in the Souvenir of Winnipeg's Jubilee, 1924 
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AND 'T MU 

James Mulligan had foresight. After his discharge, he served briefly as a 
ferryman, and in 1867 he became a policeman under the HBC at a salary of £60 per 
year. He also discovered a talent for self-promotion and real estate speculation. He 
saw that the settlement was sure to grow, and land would become very valuable. 

He bought Lot 71 from the Henderson family of the Selkirk Settlement, 
built a small house near the present Maryland Bridge, and began to buy up 
additional property wherever he could. His property extended from the present 
Furby Street to Maryland. The trail from the Assiniboine River to the Portage Trail 
came to be known as Mulligan Avenue. At one time he owned land on both sides of 
the Assiniboine, including most of Tuxedo and Crescentwood, and operated a ferry 
across the Assiniboine. He frequently appeared in court over real estate disputes, 
and sometimes got into trouble with his neighbours. 

As Mulligan's estate grew, so did his rank. From Sergeant Mulligan, he 
became Captain and eventually Colonel Mulligan! By 1874 his estate was valued at 
a quarter of a million dollars - real money in those days! In 1881 his name 
appeared on Mulligan Avenue (now Sherbrook Street) and Mulligan Park. He also 
owned Mulligan Terrace, near Cornish and Furby, and a fine house at 2 Broadway 
Place, with 7 acres of grounds, an elaborate red brick stable, iron railing and many 
trees. In 1877 he sold an acre of land to his son Robert for $250, and in 1884 
Robert sold half an acre for $2000 for the first Mulvey School. 

His big problem was that he was land rich and cash poor. He didn't have 
the money to develop his property. When Governor-General Lord Dufferin visited 
Winnipeg in 1877, Mulligan had to borrow money from banker Bill Alloway to rent a 
cab. By 1887 James Mulligan was having some financial difficulties. He rented his 
house to the McColls in 1887 and two years later sold it. By the 1880s most of his 
estate was in the hands of Alfred Burrows. He left Winnipeg and died in Oshawa, 
Ontario in 1891, and is not recognized today by a street name or even a plaque. 

THE SETTLEMENT BECOMES PROVINCE 

In 1869-70 the vast territory of the HBC was transferred to the Dominion of 
Canada and a new province of Manitoba came into existence. just a few years . later 
the muddy little village of Winnipeg became a muddy little city that promptly 
started to grow. New immigrants flooded in from Ontario, the United States, and 
around the world, starting with soldiers of the Red River Expeditionary Force who 
got Bounty Warrants for 160 acres. The majority of the Ontario and Quebec 
militiamen were young, single men and many of them liked the opportunities they 
found out west. Some settled down on the land they were granted, and others sold 
their warrants and used the money to set themselves up in business. Some of the 
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June 28, 1909: 

The Tribune's obituary 
read, "Suffering a 
paralytic stroke, Mr. 
Robert Spence, a 
member of one of the 
oldest families in 
Manitoba, died at his 
residence, 15 Balmoral 
Place .. , 56 years of 
age .... The late Mr. 
Spence was born at his 
father's farm which is 
now Balmoral, Spence 
and Young Streets, 
and lived for a number 
of years at the old 
farmstead which may 
still be seen on the 
river bank. He was a 
bachelor, and since 
the death of his father 
resided with his 
sisters." 

better-known RREF veterans include Bill Alloway, Stewart Mulvey and James 
Macleod, who came back with the NWMP and married Mary Drever. 

Businesses sprouted like dandelions to equip the homesteaders and to 
supply the growing population. Point Douglas became industrialized and new 
residential areas opened up, including West Broadway and Armstrong's Point. Early 
residents include soldiers, lawyers, land speculators, government employees, 
businessmen, ministers, teachers, and some of the original settlers who had 
established title. As the land boom of 1881-82 subsided, leaving some rich and 
some ruined, land prices settled down at a more realistic level and developers 
began to buy up and subdivide the remaining farmland. 

One of the first houses on Colony Creek (later numbered 185 Colony 
Street) was built around 1882 on the rolling prairie by Staff Sg1. William John 
Watson, from Ontario. He married Elizabeth Kauffman, the grand-daughter of Ulric 
Kauffman, one of the Swiss soldiers recruited by lord Selkirk. He did well as the 
book-keeper for a wholesale grocery and later built a larger house at the corner of 
Broadway and Colony. His niece (Mrs. George Green) recalled staying with Uncle 
Jack and Aunt Elizabeth in the 1880s. Her little cousin Willie picked currants to sell, 
where the S1. Elmo Apartments and All Saints Church now stand. He once had to 
reclaim the family cow from the pound! 

THE STORY OF STREET 
James Spence and Spence Street 

look back to the photograph of Spence Street in 1866, and then see the 
transformation of James Spence's farm into Spence and Balmoral Streets. Spence's 
Creek ran diagonally through his property, flowing into the Assiniboine near the 
mouth of Colony Creek. This is very much what all of the land between the Portage 
Trail and the Assiniboine looked like for most of the 19th century. You can find 
Spence's Creek on the 1858 map. 

James Spence was born in the Orkneys in 1815 and came to Red River with 
his parents. He worked for the HBC as a cooper, .and after he retired, invested in 
ten chains river frontage on the Assiniboine, where he built a log house in the 
1850s and raised a family with his wife Mary McKay. He had a cooperage on Cooper 
Street. Very likely he made barrels for Shea's Brewery nearby. He was noted for his 
mechanical ingenuity - he repaired watches and bound books as a hobby. The 
house, later white clapboard, remained in the family until 1934 and was finally 
demolished in 1961 to make way for the Pen Eve Plaza which stands there today. 
James Spence died in Winnipeg on March 22, 1900, a prosperous and well
respected citizen. His son Robert became a successful real estate dealer, selling 
most of the property for development into building lots. James Spence also 
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donated the land for St. Stephen's Presbyterian Church (now Elim Chapel) and sold 
the land for Wesley College for $20,000. 

When Jane Spence married 1. F. McKenzie in 1882, her father gave the 
newlyweds a plot on Spence at Sargent. Mary Spence and her husband James Lang 
received a part of the river lot farm (now Langside Street) and a log house on the 
north side of the Portage Trail near Colony Creek. Their house was a "stopping 
place" for years, and eventually became the Avenue Hotel. This building too was 
torn down in 1963. The bus depot is now on the same property a "stopping 
place" of another kind. Members of the family the McKenzies and Camerons -
owned several houses, including 92, 94 and 108 Spence Street. 

Elim Chapel (formerly St. Stephen's) Photo: Stephen J. Basham 

Bickle Court, March 27,1974 Photo: Gerry Cairns, WCPI 
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St. Stephen's 
Presbyterian was Dr. 
Charles Gordon's 
church. It was 
purchased by Elim 
Chapel in 1928. 
Destroyed by fire in 
1974, it has been 
rebuilt in much the 
same style as the 
original building. 

Built before WWI as 
private housing, this 
building at the corner 
of Spence and 
Broadway has 
adapted to 
commercial use. In 
the 60s and 70s an 
antique store, food 
specialty store, and 
interior design firm 
occupied the 
building. In 2000 it 
houses Edward 
Carriere's beauty 
salon. 
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SPENCE 

Spence Street, 1903 Photo: WCPt 

Original caption: 
SPENCE ST. FROM PORTAGE AVE. TO BROADWAY 
A marsh 14 months ago, turned into one of the finest residential streets in the city, 
by Messrs. Victor Bouche and Wm. Irish, contractors 

West side of Spence Street looking south from Portage Avenue. Building permits issued to Bouche and Irish show a 
construction cost of $2000- 4000, with most at $2600, for these substantial frame houses on stone foundations. 
The corner of St. Stephen's Church can be seen in the foreground. 

In 1907 Mr. and Mrs. William A. Irish and Mr. and Mrs. George W. Irish lived at 270 Spence, the fourth house from 
Portage Avenue. If this is the contractor who built the houses, he must have liked the neighbourhood. 

Also in 1907, one of James Spence's grandsons, James F. McKenzie and his wife, lived at Spence Street, near the 
original Spence family home at 35 Balmoral Place. Their son Kenneth built his own home at 108 Spence Street. 

In July 2000, the first house in the row is gone, replaced by a parking lot for Elim Chapel (former St. Stephen's 
Church). The other houses remain, now overshadowed by huge elms on both .sides of the street. Although some 
houses are run-down, others are well-maintained with well-kept yards and gardens. 

LOOKING BACK: In the Henderson Directory of 1880, James Lang is listed as a farmer on Portage Avenue west of 
Colony Creek, and James Spence as a farmer on the Assiniboine. 



Another building on the old Spence farm was RivelView Mansions, at 25 Salmoral 
When it was new, around 1910, this beautiful building was definitely a fashionable 
address! The old building bumed down on January 31, 1986, shortly before its 
scheduled demolition. One of the last tenants has kind memories of this aging 
beauty. 

FIVE THE MAGNIFICENT RIVERVIEW MANSIONS 
by Donald Teel 

From 1980 to 1985 I lived in apartment 38C. For most of those years, the building 
was a real community. It was difficult to obtain a suite, unless you knew someone. 
Liz and Len were the managers and caretakers. They provided a welcoming aura, 
and organized weekend meet-the-neighbor/clean-up the courtyard events. 

The building was three stories, build in a C shape around a central 
courtyard. One could enter through the front courtyard, up a dark, hardwood flight 
of stairs, or via the rear fire escape on the Spence Street side of the building. Hall 
windows featured beautiful stained glass panels, one of which has been 
incorporated into the new building. 

My suite was on the third floor, facing north and west, right over the corner 
of Balmoral Place and Spence St. The high ceilings, dark hardwood moulding and 
light hardwood floors gave the two bedroom suite a warm, inviting feel. Only one 
room was square, the others had interesting angles and alcoves that made entering 
the suite an interesting experience. The windows were all large and provided light 
at all times of the day. The living room windows faced north and west, the bedroom 
windows faced east, into the courtyard. 

I had a small galley kitchen, with vintage 1940's stove and refrigerator in 
good repair. The bathroom had a large, deep, footed tub and a pedestal sink, 
along with a bevelled glass medicine cabinet on the wall. The sunporch, 
overlooking the foot of Spence Street, was of newer construction. It featured large 
sliding glass windows, and allowed me to enjoy the summer breeze or the autumn 
sun, behind the glazed facade. 

In the last year of its existence, things deteriorated. Owners changed, Liz 
and Len moved, the maintenance diminished. Some rather unneighborly types 
moved in, and loud parties occurred, people were increasingly disinclined to 
socialize. In addition, the routine maintenance suffered. I received notice in 
December of 1985 that the building was being demolished, and that all tenants 
would be required to vacate the premises. 

With great regret, I moved to a modern highrise on st. Mary Avenue, where 
I still live. Although it's convenient, safe, and comfortable, I still pine for the down
at-the-heels elegance of Riverview Mansions. When I walk past, memories return of 
happy, sunny summers spent on the porch with friends. Should I ever find a similar 
space, I would move in without hesitation. 
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West Broadway and 
Wolseley have many 
high-quality older 
apartment buildings. 
Unlike many cities, in 
Winnipeg rapid growth, 
the need for housing 
and the severe climate 
made apartment living 
an attractive option for 
middle-class tenants. 
Like the houses of the 
period, they were built 
for tenants who 
wanted and could 
afford quality, 

While some of these 
turn-of-the-century 
buildings have suffered 
neglect, many stili 
provide an affordable 
housing option. A few 
of the many notable 
buildings in West 
Broadway are Cycel 
Court on Furby, the 
Stevens Apartments on 
Langside, the Gaspe 
Apartments on 
Broadway (home to E. 
Cora Hind in her later 
years), the Regal 
Apartments on 
Maryland and the Cas a 
Lama at Portage and 
Sherbrook. 



After 1900, 
neighboring streets 
also filled up with 
large, well-built 
houses for middle
class and 
professional families. 
I don't know who lY1r. 
Weidman was, 
but the ladies 
at this party 
are having a 
wonderful time. 

The new RivelView Mansions is a pleasant, well-planned building providing 
subsidized housing for families. The suites are much more convenient than the old 
ones, and it is a good place to live. It overlooks the Spence Riverside Park and a 
wildflower garden. 

"A NICE HOUSE A SWELL 

Jewish Ladies Stag Party at home of H. L. Weidman 
130 Furby St, Feb. 20, 1920 Photo: PAM (Foote 848) 

Dress and social conventions had relaxed since 1913! Compare this photo with the 
wedding picture in FASHIONABLE WEST BROADWAY and the family at 213 Home Street in 
1915. 
In 1909 you could buy "a nice house on this swell street" Furby Street South ~for 
$6000. 
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HE GROWTH OF EST 
Broadway as an important urban hub began with the designation of 
the Dominion Land Reserve in 1870. The Fort Osborne Barracks 
(named for Col. Osborne Smith, CM.G., first commanding officer of 
Military District 10) were built in 1871-72, Shea's Brewery across 

Colony Creek around 1886, and All Saints' Anglican Church in 1884. The Drill Hall, a 
landmark on Broadway until 1915, was built in 1884 for the Winnipeg Rifles. Jack 
Watson and Dr. A. B. Baird on Colony, Richard and Ann Breen at what would be 308 
Furby, and T. D. Robinson at 624 Broadway (later moved to 626 Broadway) all built 
before there were sewer or water connections or pavement. Leslie Robinson 
recalled tor Lillian Gibbons: "In winter I was able to take my sleigh dog, Jeff, well 
known to all the kids in the neighbourhood, and go directly going across the prairie 
to Horne and Thompson's grocery store at Portage Avenue and Good Street." Sir 
James Aikins' Riverbend and Sir Colin Campbell's Glen Garry joined other 
magnificent homes as West Broadway developed into an elegant upper-class 
neighbourhood. Most of these houses are only memories today, but one survives 
and in 2000 is getting a much-needed makeover. 

The Wilson Hoose 
by Brent Phillips, Lions Housing Centres 

One of the most magnificent homes that has lasted through all of West Broadway's 

change is the stately Wilson House at 545 Broadway. This 2 1/2 -story home was 

built in 1904 by renowned Winnipeg architect John H. G. Russell and was one of the 

largest of many stately homes in the area. The Wilson House was designed with a 

Queen Anne Revival style, incorporating a gabled roof, spires and half timbering 

among other embellishments. Original owner Robert R. Wilson was a partner in the 

wholesale grocery firm Campbell Brothers and Wilson Company, an integral. part of 

the grocery wholesale sector, feeding the growing population throughout Western 

Canada. Wilson lived in West Broadway until 1925, when he built a new house on 

Wellington Crescent. 
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LANDMARK 

The University of 
Manitoba was founded as 
an examining and degree
granting body in 1877. In 
1900 the first U. of M. 
building was constructed 
between Kennedy and 
Colony (present Memorial 
Park) at a cost of 
$52,000. The 3 Yz story 
building was 120 x 70 
feet. 

John Hamilton Gordon 
(J. H. G.) RUSSELL 
left a remarkable collection 
of buildings in Winnipeg 
and rurallV1anitoba. In our 
area, he was responsible 
for the Wiison House, the 
Aikins House, 94 Middle 
Gate, Westminster Church, 
the (asa Lama 
Apartments, and the 
original CNIB building at 
1031 Portage Avenue. 



COLONY 

Photo: PAM 

- Shea's Brewery, 1886 

Logo: c. 1912 From a bottle owned by Derek S. Hampton 

Founded by Patrick McDonagh and John Shea and located on Colony Creek, this brewery 
supplied beer to thirsty Winnipeggers for many years. From its initial production of gallons a 
day, the business expanded and modernized over the years. In the 1930s their refrigeration 
plant made ice for the Winnipeg Stadium next door. The brewery was sold to Labatts in the 
1950s, later closed in the 1970s when the property was sold to Great West Ufe. 

WiNNiPEC, MAN Colony Creek marked the edge of the settlement in the 1880s, and travellers stopped at the 
Bay Horse Hotel (United Army Surplus location) for a last drink before heading west. 

Blackwood's Brewery on Colony Street also drew water from the creek, 

Houses at Colony Creek owned by Ella Lewis, Dora Williams, Mrs. Fitch, Mrs. Lyons, Mrs. Glenmore, May Johnston 
and Eunice Monk (1880 Henderson Directory) provided other kinds of entertainment for the growing city's young 
single men - and some others, Police Chief J. S. Ingram was forced to resign after being caught (in an embarrassing 
situation!) in Ella Lewis' house. The scandal, and the building of Manitoba College nearby, led to the relocation of the 
Colony Creek madams to Thomas (now Minto) Street in 1883. 

The creek was filled in using earth excavated from the construction of Eaton's store, but local residents still hear the 
water rushing through storm sewers in spring. The Creek is gone but not forgotten. 
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The Lions Club of Winnipeg Housing Centres, an active community organization in 

West Broadway, took the initiative of purchasing Wilson House for further 

development. Lions Housing Centres, members of the West Broadway Alliance and 

the West Broadway Development Corporation, bought the home for $300,000 and 

estimate that the Wilson House renovations will cost approximately $700,000 once 

complete. Originally built for $9,000, Wilson House is the crown jewel of West 

Broadway and its restoration embodies revitalization and rejuvenation for the entire 

community. 

Wilson House, Summer of 2000 

West Broadway was also home to middle-class professional people and 
businessmen less affluent than Sir James Aikins or Sir Colin Campbell. Ebenezer 
McColl, Superintendent of Indian Affairs and his wife Ella lived in West Broadway at 
# 2 Mulligan Terrace, 2 Broadway Place, and 182 Colony Street between 1881 and 
1892. After Ebenezer's death in 1902 the McColl family moved to 178 Langside. 
Ebenezer McColl did not die rich - he was generous with his family and did not 
save much - but he was "upright and honest and possessed a most kindly 
disposition. He was a warm favorite with the Indians in the wide sections which he 
visited." (Winnipeg Tribune). 

Twin daughters Mary and Flora (next page) became school teachers, one 
of the few professions open to young women at the time. Their brothers Gilbert and 
Samuel both qualified as surveyors and worked together. Samuel's "Ritual of the 
Calling of an Engineer", dated May 2, 1932, is in the archives. It seems likely that 
Mary, Flora and Gilbert jointly accepted the responsibility of supporting the family 
after their father died. Three younger sisters were married from the langside 
house. Gilbert married Edith Durand in 1912 and moved to Telfer Street, where we 
will meet them later. Mary, Flora and Samuel stayed on with their mother at 178 
Langside. 
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In 1893 Ella McColl, 4 
years old and cute as 
a button, was invited 
to perform on stage by 
Mrs. C. J. Walker (later 
of the Walker Theatre). 
Sadly, pretty, talented 
Ella died in 1909, only 
20 years old. 



VERY PROPER LADIES 

Annie Bannatyne, c. 1890 
Photo: Roberta Simpson 

Annie Bannatyne, the daughter of 
A. G. B. Bannatyne and wife Annie IY1cDermot, 
married Gerald Simpson in the library of the 
Bannatyne house on Armstrong's Point, 
February 3, 1896. 

Annie and Gerald were the grandparents of 
Roberta Simpson, a Wolseley resident who has 
given permission to use this photo. 

This picture was probably taken in the early 1890s. 
Isn't it a wonderful hat? 

Flora (left) and Mary (right) McColl, c, 1898 
Photo: PAM (McColl family papers) 

Ebenezer McColl ordered a bolt of McColl tartan from 
Scotland for his family. The girls all had dresses and the boys 
kilts. They came to hate it because the clothes never wore out! 

Flora, Mary and their brother Gilbert graduated from 
Manitoba College in 1900. The girls went on to become 
teachers. 
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Other residents of West Broadway included Guiseppe Badali and his family at 191 
Langside, Col. 1. B. Mitchell at 74 Furby, lames McDiarmid of the lumber company at 
205 Balmoral, and Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Chown at 588 Broadway (now Wasabi on 
Broadwaj). 

Robert "Ginger" Snook (1 1926) 
An unforgettable local character, red-haired Wiltshireman "Ginger" Snook 

arrived in Winnipeg in 1882 and became one of the city's best-known characters. 
He became the city's boss scavenger and "cleaned up" in more ways than one he 
sold the manure from city stables to householders for their gardens. His customers 
included the Badali family and Sir James Aikins on Langside, as well as most of the 
homes on Armstrong's Point. He had opinions on all aspects of civic affairs and 
expressed them loudly and colourfully. 

Ethel (Reid) Mcintyre encountered Ginger Snook during her training as a 
student nurse (1905-08) (Family history, Mary-Elizabeth Mcintyre 
Ma/maeus). 

"He was a junk dealer and a colourful well-known character in Winnipeg. He 
broke his leg and was brought into the hospital. Ethel spoke of the trouble 
the nurses had in getting him bathed and getting his bright red hair and 
beard washed and trimmed. He shocked the whole staff by his vocabulary. 
When his leg healed somewhat and he could get around on crutches he 
would mortify the nurses by chasing them and trying to kiss them always 
in the presence of the doctors or the Superintendent of Nurses. Ethel was 
a favourite target because she blushed so easily." 

In 1910 most of the businesses were located along Portage Avenue. After 

the interruption of the War, by 1920 tailors, grocers, drug stores and the Thomson 

Funeral Chapel appeared on Broadway, now a paved street instead of a dirt road. 

Richard Breen had opened Breen Motors on Broadway by 1920, and by 1925 Gray

Dort and Willys-Overland dealerships, filling stations, and tire and battery dealers 

on Portage attested to the growing popularity of the automobile. A similar 

transformation took place along Sherbrook Street (former Mulligan Avenue), where 

the "Red Indian Service Station" at 17 Sherbrook opened c. 1935, Queen's Tea 

Rooms by 1925 (now The Nook), McKnight's Drugs by 1925, Picardy's at 100 

Sherbrook by 1931, N. Gooch most of the business premises of today Were in 

existence by 1931. There were banks everywhere - on Broadway, Portage, and 

Sherbrook. In the 1920s West Broadway was an attractive and convenient place to 

live, but now in competition with River Heights, Crescentwood, and Wellington 

Crescent. 
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Manitoba Free Press 
November 19, 1926 

He had a keen eye for 
the failings of humanity, 
but was endowed with a 
rough, humorous 
philosophy and good
hearted ness which made 
him neither unbeloved 
nor unrespected by his 
fellow citizens. 



WEST BROADWAY 
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Left: 
Photo: PAM (Foote 1639) 

The wedding of Sybil 
at the home of the bride's 
242 Spence Street, 1914 

Edward Kopstein, 
Israel Myers, 

A very happy, prosperous young couple in the 
height of fashion! 

Below: 
Glen Garry, c. 1902 
Colin H. Campbell's House 
205 Colony Street 
Photo: PAM 

Colin Campbell came to from Ontario in 
1882, joining the law firm of Aikins, Culver, and 
Hamilton, but he soon struck out on his own, 
becoming very in finance and real 
estate. He served as Attorney General and later 
minister of public works under Rodmond Roblin. 
He was active in the Presbyterian Church, the 
Manitoba Club, and the St. Charles Country Club, 

among others. 

As a young bachelor he 
shared a terrace house 
with several other 
young men, but built 
this large, handsome 
house probably around 
1884, when he married. 
He died in 1914, 
leaving a substantial 
estate. 



West Broadway Area c. 1918 - 1935 
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MEMORIAL BOULEVARD LOOKI ,1930 

Photo: PAM 

When the Hudson's Bay Company built its huge new store in 1926, Osborne Street was extended north to connect 
with the Mall a block south of Portage Avenue, leaving the Blackwood house (built 1896) at 331 Colony Street 
isolated in a little triangle of land just west of the store. After housing the Beaver Club for several years, the house 
was demolished in 1 The site is now occupied by the Winnipeg Art Gallery. For a description of the Blackwood 
house, see Stories Houses Tell. The Blackwells also owned a brewery on Colony Street. 

On Portage Avenue northwest of the HBC is the location of James and Mary Lang's house. 

The extension of Osborne Street also forced the relocation of All Saints Church from the east to the west side of 
Osborne Street. The original wooden church, already outgrown by its congregation, was replaced by a larger and 
grander stone church. 
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HIS WAS HOME to several sports 

facilities as well as houses, apartment buildings, Shea's 
(Winnipeg) Brewery, Picardy's (popular for an after-game snack) 
and other businesses. The Amphitheatre was built in 1909 to host 
the Winnipeg Horse Show, and the Granite Curling Club in 1912. In 

1919, the Amphitheatre became the first arena in Canada to provide an artificial ice 
surface for professional hockey. In 1932, the site expanded to a larger sporting 
complex, including the Osborne Stadium, providing a venue for soccer and football 
leagues. The stadium soon became too small for football, but sporting activities 
including track meets, softball and dog racing continued until the mid 1950s when 
the sporting complex was demolished, making way for Great-West Life's expansion. 
The sole survivor from the 1918-35 era is the Granite Curling Club. 

My family often spent summer evenings at Osborne Stadium where the 
'girls' played softball and the Buffalos played semi-pro hardball. The Bombers 
played football there as well, but we could not afford to buy tickets. Many nights, 
we waited until the seventh inning of the baseball games and then everyone could 
enter for no charge. If we sat high enough in the first base side bleachers, I could 
look past left field and see the Amphitheatre and stately residences on Whitehall 
Street; look past right field and gaze at the Shea's Brewery building and sign; look 
past the third base bleachers and see the Golden Boy atop the Legislative Building. 
Once a year we went to the Shrine Circus in the Amphitheatre next door to the 
Stadium. It was always the same, but it was always brand new! (Wayne Barr) 
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THE LAST HOUSE ON 
WHITEHALL, demolished 
in 1958 as part of the 
Great West Life 
expansion, was an 
elegant home at the turn 
of the century when Mrs. 
Bampfield Braddick and 
her family lived there. 

Agnes Braddick married 
Lieut. John T relawney at 
All Saints in 1902, and 
held her wedding 
reception in the house 
on Whitehall (then Proud 
Street). Miss Braddick 
wore a pastel gray 
wedding dress, with a 
red velvet panel outlined 
in silver braid down the 
front to match her 
husband's dress 
uniform. 

(Lillian Gibbons, Tribune, 
November 1, 1958 

The Whitehall 
Apartments, also 
demolished, was 
originally officers' 
quarters. 

Left: 
Granite Curling Club, 
2000 



and Now 

Wayne Barr, c. 1949 
Photo: Sheila Barr Mayhew 

169 Langside and the Almonte are visible in the background, Wayne stands 
on the boulevard at the side of 170 Langside, where he recalls playing 
hockey and football with friends, 

"The keyhole was shaped like one. It was of Preston Avenue and 
formed a natural concrete playground for the kids who lived in the Almonte 
Apartments and the Stevens Court. I played with a bunch of different kids in 
the keyhole than in the field, I played catch there in the summer and hockey 
in the winter, but it was almost as if it were too tame or too safe. We were 
always aware that our mothers could see us from inside their apartments and 
we played 'nicely.' I was accepted by the keyhole gang, but I I was really 
a member of the field gang." 

The Keyhole (Preston & Langside), c. 1981 Photo: lV,aurice McCracken 

The Almonte is in the background, the Stevens at the right. At the left is 170 
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In the summer of 2000, 
Langside Grocery has 
been converted into an 
artist's studio and offices 
for architectural firm 
COlJrtnage & Company, 
170 Langside 
is also being renovated. 

The Stevens Apartments 
are now advertised as 
heritage apartments with 
extra large suites and 1 0 
foot ceilings, The kitchens 
and bathrooms have 
been modernized, but 
much of the original 
character has been 

retained. 



There was always action in the Times Drugstore (now Canada Vacuum) because the 
Blue Bombers used it as a hang out. Sports reporters and announcers sat on stools 
with cokes and brown paper bagged bottles conducting interviews and arguing over 
the game plan for the upcoming game .... We dragged out a 7 ounce bottle of Coke 
for at least an hour watching our grid iron idols laughing and talking with guys like 
Jack Wells and Jack Matheson just like they were real human beings (Wayne Barr) 

Winnipeg's downtown soon overflowed into the area, with many middle and 
upper class residents abandoning West Broadway in favor of communities outside 
of the downtown area. As families began moving to suburban dwellings, larger 
homes in the neighbourhood were renovated around the time of World War II to 
accommodate single residents or were demolished to make room for new 
developments. This transition led to a transient population, negatively affecting the 
ambiance, cleanliness and safety of the neighbourhood. (Brent Phillips) 

The Barrs lived in West Broadway from 1943 to 1965, a time when the 
neighbourhood was still fairly stable but on the decline. As absentee ownership 
increased, properties became more run-down. Some older residents had difficulty 
keeping up their property. Sheila Barr recalled the Misses McColl at 178 Langside, 
"two very elderly sisters of the old school. They would go shopping every morning 
dressed in coats, hats and gloves, winter or summer." By 1954 the big house had 
become too much for the ladies and Gilbert McColl had the difficult task of 
removing his sisters from their long-time home. 

Several factors contributed to the downward slide of the 60s and 70s. In 
the 1970s Broadway was extended to Portage Avenue and Sherbrook and Maryland 
twinned as one-way streets great for traffic flow but effectively cutting West 
Broadway in half and destroying the residential character of Sherbrook Street. Most 
of the surviving older houses along Broadway were torn down to make way for 
businesses or apartment blocks. A few survived, converted to commercial or 
institutional uses - the Chown house at 588 Broadway became a training home for 
mentally disabled girls, and is now an upscale sushi restaurant. 

The Great West Life Company, needing more space for a new building and 
employee parking, bought and demolished not only the entire area shown on the 
previous map, but also the houses on the east side of Balmoral south of Broadway. 
Only one, the Milner House, survives at the corner of what was once Whitehall 
Street and is now a paved lane leading into the parking lot. 

Great West Life deserves credit for landscaping and maintaining their 
property beautifully. The company also elected to join the West Broadway .. 50uth 
Sherbrook BIZ rather than the downtown BIZ, and is the major contributor to the BIZ 
funds. GWL is a responsible corporate citizen and certainly a major employer. But 
the loss of several facilities that once attracted people to the area was a serious 
blow to the viability of the neighbourhood. The difficult issue of balancing 
corporate needs, traffic flow and the integrity of a residential community is still 

unresolved. 
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SPONSORS: 

KLiNIC 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTRE 
With you, for you 
Providing hope 
and healing 
to all we serve 
870 Portage Ave. 
784 .. 4090 

WOMYNS 
COUNSELLING 
SERVICES 
Sally Papso 
73 Arlington 
772 .. 2504 



BANNATYNE'S 

Architect's Drawing, c. 1881 

1881 19 

PAM (also shown on cover) 

Above: 

This is a view from the river side --- note the men in a rowboat in the lower 
left corner. Many of the oldest houses on the Point were oriented toward the 
river. A G. B. Bannatyne lost a great deal of money when the real estate 
boom of 1881-82 collapsed, and was never able to complete the interior of 
his magnificent house at 158 West Gate. 

Left: Boundary Posts, Bannatyne Estate 

Only the stone posts and gate and some of the trees remain from the former 
estate, now 166, 162, 150, 146 and 134 West Gate. 
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LW 
A. G. M. Bannatyne began his magnificent Tyndall stone and red 

sandstone castle on Armstrong's Point in 1881. The collapse of 

the real estate boom the following year left him heavily in debt, 

and he was not able to complete the interior of the house before 

his death in 1889. The family lived in the house until Mrs. Bannatyne sold it in 

1899 to J. Stewart Tupper, who completed and updated it, renaming it Ravenscourt. 

Where Bannatyne led, others followed: many of the city's leaders built on the Point 

between 1882 and 1914. An awed young James Gray, delivering papers in the pre

war years, looked around and declared, "There were no houses ... there were only 

castles, huge castles three full stories in height ... peopled by names from 

Winnipeg's Who's Who." (The Boy from Winnipeg). Early residents included Col 

Ruttan, the city engineer, Thomas Ryan the Shoe King (and Mayor), John Tullie 

Speirs the baker, R. T. Riley of Canadian Indemnity, Sen. Lendrum McMeans, J. R. 

Waghorn, James B. Monk of the Bank of Ottawa, the Ashdowns, the Honeymans, 

and school superindent Daniel Mcintyre and his family. One of the most famous 

residents was Rev. Charles Gordon, who as "Ralph Connor" was a popular novelist, 

wealthy enough to build a fine house at 54 Westgate, completed in 1914. The 

Gordon family (six daughters and one son) lived there until his death in 1937. 

Armstrong's Point residents organized very early to preserve the exclusive 

residential quality of their neighbourhood. The famous Gates were erected in 1910 

(marble arches had been considered). The Gates were not designed to close! In 

1913, at the petition of the residents, City Council passed a bylaw stating that "No 

apartment or tenement house, and no garage to be used for hire or gain, shall be 

erected" on Armstrong's Point, a bylaw that is still in effect. After the building of 

the Cornish Library in 1915 there was little new construction until the 1920s, when 

the Point gradually filled up. 

Many families, like the Glasgows, kept horses or ponies. Everyone had 

servants. A. F. Eden at 147 East Gate had three tennis courts on his seven-acre 

property. Dame Sybil Thorndike, on tour with the Ben Greet Players, performed at J. 

R. Waghorn's Maple Grove in 1905. There was always the river, as the Mcintyre 

boys found, to swim in with their dog, and Hugh Sutherland's property at the foot 

of the Maryland Bridge for football games. The Cornish Library and the Cornish 

Baths were popular and conveniently located. It was, and is, a happy place to live. 
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A PIONEER GONE 
May, 1889 

To the time of his 
death his interest 
never flagged in 
works of philanthropy 
and charity. He was 
an active and 
zealous member of 
St. Andrew's Society 
. .. to the Winnipeg 
General Hospital, of 
which he was one of 
the originators, he 
was the very largest 
financial contributor 



ARMSTRONG'S POINT 

34 Middlegate built 1912 

123 Middle Gate bUilt 1891 

123 Middlegate, 147 East Gate (1882), 134 West Gate (1896) 
and 69 East Gate (1896) are the only pre-1900 houses surviving 
on the Point. 
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Dr. and IVlrs. Frank Glasgow 
lived at 90 Spence Street 
before they built this house. 
Dr. Glasgow wanted the best of 
everything for his wife, whom 
he absolutely adored. The 
Glasgows kept a pony and 
delivered their Christmas gifts 
by sleigh. Daughter Audrey 
recalled that during the 
Depression her father bartered 
his services "in exchange for 
everything from coal to a bin 
full of potatoes." 

Christopher and 
Evelyn Best bought the house 
in 1941 and lived there until 
1971. Their daughter Amy was 
married there in 1951 and 
recalled that her mother was 
horrified that some of the 
gentlemen shared "a wee spot 
of something stronger than tea 
and lemonade" on the porch 
during the wedding reception. 

The present owners 
lovingly maintain this beautiful 
old house and have 
documented its history . 

. Daniel Mcintyre and his family 
lived at 1 Middle Gate from 
1894 to 1933. It was rented 
out after that, and in 1956 
long-time tenant J. N. Gooch 
bought it. Tom Messenger 
owned it briefly in the early 
1970s. He bought and fixed up 
several houses on the Point, 
saving them from. deterioration 
and probable demolition. 



Time was not kind to Bannatyne's Castle or to the Gordon house. 

Ravenscourt became a boys' school from 1929 to 1935, and then the home of the 

Convent of the Sacred Heart. In 1949 the property was taken over by the city for 

taxes. The Convent moved to 86 Westgate (now Westgate Mennonite Collegiate) 

and the city, failing to get any realistic bids for the property, sold it to Alex 

BiHinkoff for $1500 for demolition. Mr. Billinkoff opened the house for tours and 

many visitors came to pay their last respects to one of Winnipeg's grandest homes. 

Some of them cited the destruction of the Castle as their reason for supporting the 

heritage movement which arose in the 19705. (Randy Rostecki) 

Rev. Gordon's house at 54 West Gate narrowly missed the same fate. It was 

built on shifting soil and concrete buttresses were added in 1914 to hold up the 

riverbank behind the house. Rev. Gordon also had financial problems; his book 

sales declined, his house was overassessed, and he failed to pay his taxes. The city 

acquired the house in 1936, but the family remained there until Gordon's death in 

late 1937. A large house with foundation problems in Depression Winnipeg was 

unlikely to find a buyer. The University Women's Club stepped in, leased the house 

from the city, and purchased it in 1945, doing extensive repair work to preserve 

the house, now a designated heritage site. (Randy Rostecki) 

Armstrong's Point lost some of its glamour as the Depression took a toll on 

the older houses. Some were converted into duplexes or triplexes, and some were 

demolished. The 1913 zoning bylaw protected the Point from intensive high

density housing development. In the late 60s to early 70s, one individual, Tom 

Messenger, saved several old houses from demolition. He bought them, fixed them 

up to be habitable, and resold them. 

Present owners in Armstrong's Point are committed to preserving and 

restoring these lovely older homes a labour of love that has, for at least one 

owner, taken 18 years so far. This summer's garden tour offered insight into the 

devotion and care of this generation of homeowners. We are fortunate that most of 

these houses escaped the city's passion for modernizing in the 50s and 60s that 

saw so many fine old houses torn down in the name of progress. 

Houses on the Point have served as consulates, schools, guest homes, and 

bed & breakfast establishments. Recently 89 East Gate has become the home for a 

religious community, the Twelve Tribes, who are opening a cafe on Sherbrook 

Street. The Armstrong's Point Residents' Association has also worked with other 

community organizations in West Broadway on issues of common concern. 

"It was home to the city's elite in the late 1880s and early 1900s. Today, 

Armstrong's Point is an enclave of historical interest ... the Cornish Library ... 

and the University Women's Club of Winnipeg ... have been declared historical 

buildings." (Gloria Taylor, Winnipeg Free Press, November 21, 1993) 
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The UNIVERSITY 
WOMEN'S CLUB 
was founded in 
1909. Charter 
members 
included 
E. Cora Hind, 
Dr. M. Ellen 
Douglas and 
Margaret 
McWilliams. 
Edith McColl was 
a life member. 

The UWC was 
involved in the 
struggle for the 
vote and to 
improve the lot of 
working women 
generally. 

90 Years of 
Service in 20001 



LANDMARKS 

Misericordia Hospital, 1908 

The first public swimming 
pool in Winnipeg, the 
Cornish Baths were built 
in 1909. Although very 
popular, structural 
problems forced the 
demolition of the building. 
It was replaced by the 
Sherbrook Pool in 1931. 

The Cornish Library was 
built in 1914 by 
Martin Patrick Kelly. 
A letter to the Library 
from his daughter 
Mrs. P. Fern Houston, 
August 24th 1987, states 
"after all this time, there 
really isn't too much wrong 

Photo: PAM 

This building remains as 
the central core of 
Misericordia Hospital, 
transformed in 1999 into 
an Urgent Care and Long 
Term Care facility. The 
cupola has been removed 
and part of the south wing 
replaced by a newer 
building. 

Cornish Baths and Library, taken from the river side, 1915 Photo: PAM 

with it considering the contractor who built the Cornish Pool beside it had to have it removed due to cracking and 
the leakage of river water .... My Grandfather (Thomas Kelly) taught his sons the building trade and each son 
specialized after knowing the overall trade ... my Father's specialty was foundations." 
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ROUND T N OF 
century there was almost nothing west of the Maryland Bridge. As 
Armstrong's Point and Wolseley developed as residential 
neighbourhoods, schools, churches, hospitals and other services 
came to serve them. The photos on the next pages tell the story. 

First was Mulvey School, on property bought from Robert l'>1ulligan, 
opening in 1884 in a two-room building at the corner of Boundary Street and 
Broadway. Students came from the river lot farms on the Assiniboine and from as 
far east as Donald and Carlton streets to attend. Ernie Foulds recalled that his 
father would come to pick the children up on stormy winter days. The school was 
soon replaced by a larger three-storey building, erected in 1892, burned down in 
1895. The 1896 school was extended twice as more children enrolled, and 
remained in use until a new high school was built on the site in 1960. The 1896 
school also housed the Normal School which Mary and Flora McColl attended. 

First Maryland Bridge, c. 1900 Photo: PAM 

This photo was probably taken from the roof of Misericordia Hospital. 
At the far left a corner of the Waterworks is visible. 
On the right, looking west along the north bank of the Assiniboine, only a few houses and 
trees are visible. The south bank, present-day Crescentwood and River Heights, is heavily 
wooded. 

41 

SCHOOL YELL 

Ice cream, soda 
water, 
Gingerale and pop, 
Mulvey, Mulvey 
Always at the top. 



SPONSORS: 

BALMORAL HALL 
SCHOOL 
Founded in 1901 
A Century of Excellence 

ST. MARGARET'S 
CHURCH 
Part of the Wolseley 
Community since 1907 

VILLA ROSA INC. 
A caring place for 
moms and babies 
786-5741 
email 
villaros@autobahn.mb.ca 

The Sisters of Misericorde opened a home for unwed mothers and fatherless 
children on the site of James Mulligan's original farmhouse in 1899, with additions 
in 1907 and 1915 as the sisters also accepted private maternity cases. In 1917 
Misericordia became a general hospital, and continued to upgrade its services until 
1998, when it became an Urgent Care facility and seniors' residence, Misericordia 
Place. In 1967 Villa Rosa on Wolseley Avenue. After a century in Winnipeg, 
Misericordia and Villa Rosa remain important parts of the community and provide 
essential services. 

The Salvation Army Grace Hospital at Preston and Arlington opened in 
1906 as a maternity hospital and for the Army's "rescued" clients. Many older 
residents were born, had their own children, or trained as nurses - Grace began a 
one-year program in obstetric nursing in 1906. Grace became a general hospital in 
1929, but outgrew the site and moved out to St. James in 1967. 

New churches also served the new suburbs - Young Memorial Methodist 
opened for worship in 1891, First Baptist in 1906, Westminster Presbyterian in 
1912, St. Margaret's Anglican in 1912, All Souls' Unitarian Church on Furby in 
1913, and St. James Park Congregational Church before World War I. In 1925 the 
Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregationalist Churches joined to form the United 
Church. Young Memorial Methodist became Young United, Westminster 
Presbyterian became Westminster United, not without some agonizing on the part 
of their congregations. Some of the Westminster parishioners, unwilling to give up 
their separate identity, built First Presbyterian Church instead. St. Stephen's 
Presbyterian sold their church to non-denominational Elim Chapel. First Baptist and 
Broadway Baptist merged, renaming their church Broadway-First Baptist, in 1939. 
St. Peter's Lutheran in 1970 is the most recent and its modern architecture stands 
out in the neighbourhood. Emmanuel Pentecostal Church on Palmerston has been 
recycled into R. A. Steen Community Centre and the church itself relocated to a 
larger site. 
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51. Peter's 
Church 
Photo: 
Jean 
Friesen 

Designed 
by Gaboury, 
Lussier, 
Sigurdson, 
Venables 
Architects 



Laura Secord School, Wolseley School and Gordon Bell High School accommodated 
the growing school population. The original Gordon Bell, at 750 Mulvey, opened in 
1926 as a junior high school, taking pupils from Laura Secord, Isaac Brock, General 
Wolfe, Isbist.er and Alexandra Schools. By 1929 468 pupils attended. Most went on 
to Kelvin or Daniel Mcintyre for Grade X, but by 1930 these schools were becoming 
crowded and in 1931 eight Grade X classes were organized at Gordon Bell. It 
became a high school in 1932 with Mr. O. V. Jewitt as principal. 

By 1960 the old Mulvey School, even with additions, had become 
inadequate. A new high school building was erected on the Mulvey grounds, the 
schools switched locales, and over the next several years the new school expanded 
as the old Mulvey buildings were demolished. 

The Cornish Baths, very popular in their day, are long gone, but the library 
still serves patrons. The library was never the home of Francis Cornish, Winnipeg's 
first mayor, even though it does resemble a gentleman'S residence! 

BALMORAL SCHOOL 

Sir James Albert Manning Aikins (1851-1929) was one of Winnipeg's first 
millionaires, a highly successful lawyer and financier, a chairman of Wesley College, 
active in the Methodist church, the Boy Scouts, and many other public roles. A 
strong Conservative, he served two terms as Lieutenant-Governor, retiring in 1926. 
He built a fine Georgian Revival house on his 18-acre estate "Riverbend" in 1901. 
He left $100,000 to the United Church of Canada to establish a girls' school. The 
house and part of the property were sold. on favourable terms and became the 
home of Riverbend School, amalgamated in 1950 with Rupert's Land College 
(founded in 1901 as Havergal College). The new school was named Balmoral Hall. 

Balmoral Hall prides itself on providing a quality education for over 500 
students. The school has made its facilities available for the WTN Foundation Girls 
TV Camp. Students are also encouraged to take part in community service activities. 

WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS 

Citizen involvement has been critically important in preserving local 
institutions like the Cornish Library and Laura Secord School, and in developing 
amenities like Aubrey Park, the Tot Lots on Westminster Avenue and Evanson 
Street, and R. A. Steen Community Centre. Friends of the Winnipeg Public Library, 
Friends of Omand's Creek, Friends of Sherbrook Pool, the Wolseley Residents' 
Association, Armstrong's Point Residents' Association, East Wolseley Residents' 
Associations, Street Strollers in West Broadway, block associations, the T enant
Landlord Cooperation program and many more, sometimes an ad hoc committee 
put together for a specific event, are all ways for citizens to get involved. 

Jan Da/myn 
FRIENDS THE 
UBRARY 
I have entered into 
the spirit of Wolseley 
by taking up a 
challenge from Laura 
Secord Principal 
Myrna Mitchell in 
1992 to what 
Laura Secord Parent 
Council could do to 
keep Cornish Library 
open" in light of City 
Council's plans to 
close 6 branches. I 
as a key library 
advocate (largely as 
President of the 
Friends of the 
Winnipeg Public 
Library) from then 
until July 1998. 
Cornish is still open 
and thriving. 



TREASURES 

51. Margaret's Anglican Church Photo: Jean Friesen 

Iconostas, 51. Demetrios Church Photo: 51. Demetrios Church 

This beautifully-carved 
walnut "altar screen" 
holds images of the 
Apostles and Saints 
and scenes from the 
life of Christ. It was 
carved by Romanian 
monks Vasile and Ion 
Rasmerita. The icons 
were painted by 
Brothers Michael 
and Gabriel Morosan. 

This church was built 
in 1913 as All Souls 
Unitarian, and in his 
first sermon, Sept. 14, 
1913, Rev. Horace 
Westwood "made a strong plea for social justice." 

Built in 191 2, this Gothic-style red brick 
church features a chancel window of the 
Wise Men Bearing Gifts done by noted 
Winnipeg artist Leo Mol in 1961. 

The church later became 5t. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church, and in 1974 a Romanian Orthodox parish bought 
the building. Father Vasile Ignatescu travelled to Romania to arrange for the creation of the iconostas, which arrived 
in Winnipeg on February 20, 1975. The lconostas is "a theological education, a liturgical participation, and a 
contemplation." It is a wonderful example of religious art in the Byzantine style, and a tribute to the generosity of 
people in Romania who contributed to the cost and work. 
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F YOU HflD TAKEN a walk down Ida 

Avenue between 1907 and 1912, you would have seen houses 
under construction, city crews digging trenches for water and 
sewer pipes, horse-drawn scrapers excavating basements, plank 
sidewalks being laid, as the new suburb was laid out. 

Joseph Good died in 1907, and his widow Mary Ann sold most of the 
property, retaining a house lot at 484 Newman Street and stipulating that her elm 
tree must remain. The street (then Assiniboine, later renamed Wolseley) was laid 
out around it. 

Large, elegant houses and more modest builders' houses lined the new 
streets. In 1910 the "unnamed avenue parallel to Portage through lots 48, 49 and 
50 St. James" and portions of Bath, Ida and Assiniboine Avenues were renamed 
"Wolseley Avenue". Buell was extended through Aubrey and Lipton and renamed 
Westminster. 213 Home Street (next page) is a typical house for the 
neighbourhood. A more modest builder's house, repeated at least 14 times, is 
found at 107 and 195 Ethelbert, 61, 63, 64, 66, 116 and 238 Home, 238 
Arlington, 66 Evanson, 81 Ruby, 170 Lenore, and 435 and 437 Dominion. The 
Winnipeg Electric Company supplied coal gas, used mostly for cooking, from the 
storage tanks at Palmerston and Ruby. Edith McColl watched the gas lines being 
laid on Telfer in December of 1912. "They build a fire at noon and thaw out their 
lunches and then take a run up and down the street to set their blood going." 

There were also 
apartment buildings, 
similar to those going 
up in West Broadway, 
for middle-class and 
professional tenants. 
Of special interest is the 
Rothesay at 828 
Preston, a well-kept, 
castle-like building 
facing Vi my Ridge Park, 
built in 1912. Its lobby 
features four signed and dated paintings, original to the building. 
Across the street at 272 Home Street is the Tudor Revival Thelma Apartments, built 
by Ami Eggertson and Thomas Wilson in 1914, and owned by the Eggertson family 
until 1954. 
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MacKissock & Thomas 
Ltd. built 14 similar 
houses 503, 509, 
511 , 51 5, 51 7 and 51 9 
Dominion, 42 and 184 
Home, 525 and 
Telfer, and 82, 86, 88 
and 90 Lipton, for 
$3,500 - $6000 each. 
The brick house at 212 
Lipton was also built by 
this firm and cost $8000 
(Murray Peterson). 

IDAST 
Photo: Stephen J. 
Basham 

Sidewalk, SW corner of 
Palmerston and 
Arlington 
This must be the oldest 
surviving sidewalk in 
Wolseley! 



Wolseley Area, 1909 
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213 HOME ~ Now and Then 

Left: 
213 Home Street 
July, 2000 
The two-story veranda is 
gone and the second story 
door has been closed up. 
The 1915 plank sidewalk is 
now paved, The elm, not 
planted in 191 5, towers 
over the house, The house 
is now occupied by a family 
of three, not nine as in 
1915. 

213 Home Street with family, c. 1915 Photo: PAM (Foote 1503) (also shown on cover) 
Peter C. Robertson, physician, lived here in 1915, Claud H. Ball in 1916. 
It is likely that this picture shows the Robertson family. Note the boys' "big wheel" tricycles! 
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DREAM HOUSES 

218 Sherburn Street Photo: Stephen J. Basham 

506 Telfer Street Photo: Stephen 1. Basham 

This was the first home of Gilbert and 
Edith McColl, who lived here from 
1912 to 1926. Edith thought it 
was "the best planned house 
I've seen". It had "three rooms 
downstairs, and three up ~ 
besides the bath ~ that is just 
exactly enough room." 
The interior has been altered 
since the McColis lived there, but 
it looks much the same from 
outside. "That pretty red brick 
house" that Edith described is 
still at 1280 Wolseley at the foot 
of Telfer Street, next to the site 
of the Greenwood Lawn Bowling 
Club. 

Designed and built by Wesley 
and Kathleen Runions, 1929 

Many of the houses on Aubrey, 
Sherburn and Garfield date from 
the 1920s, after the Happyland 
site was developed. 

The McColl daughters attended Wolseley School and Edith was a conscientious parent, attending school teas and 
arranging birthday parties. She also found time to be active in the University Women's Club and to attend Margaret 
McWilliams' Current Events talks. Going to a movie at the Metropolitan Theatre or attending a concert were special 
treats for the McColis. 
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The McColls bought distilled water for drinking and used melted snow or 
rainwater for hand laundry; until 1919 the city got water from wells, supplemented 
by water from the Assiniboine, and the quality was poor. As late as 1912 the City 
Engineer, Col. Ruttan, believed that "the flow of 600 cubic feet of water per second 
in the Assiniboine is ample to obviate danger from the putrid matter sent into it" 
and rejected the Provincial Board of Health's recommendations for sewage 
treatment. It would take a few more epidemics to change this viewpoint. 

A little business district along Westminster grew up, supplemented by 

small grocery stores, butcher shops and drug stores along Wolseley, numerous 

comer stores, and a growing number of businesses along Portage Avenue. Milk, 

ice, wood and coal were delivered by horse and wagon as late as the 1940s. 

Grocery stores and drug stores employed boys to deliver orders. Although the 

larger houses had stables for carriage horses, most of the residents depended on 

street car service along Portage Avenue. Cars began to appear in the 19205. 

The pre-war building boom ended in 1912, leaving many vacant lots. 
During the First War and later these became Victory Gardens, playgrounds for 
neighbourhood children, and community skating rinks in winter. The Roaring 
Twenties saw most of the remaining undeveloped land, especially the former 
Happyland site, developed. The house at 218 Sherburn is typical of this period, 
similar to several built by contractor Walter Bergman - 75, 87, 95, 97, 101 and 
110 Sherburn and 1065 Palmerston between 1925 and 1927 (Murray Peterson). 
These modest bungalow-style family homes still provide comfortable housing 
today. The original owners of 87 Sherburn were Edgar H. Harden, an office 
manager and accountant, and his wife Kathleen. The Harden house at $5000 was 
typical of the houses built by this contractor. 

By the late 1920s the district boasted two new elementary schools, a high 
school, two hospitals, severa! churches, the Tivoli Movie Theatre on Maryland (now 
Food Fare), the Arlington and the Furby on Portage, grocers, bakers, butche'rs, 
druggists, and cafes conveniently located, and many other services. Arch and 
Dossie Harrison remembered the P&B (Patterson & Black) stores an early 
supermarket chain that tried to introduce cash-and-carry to Winnipeg grocery 
shoppers. One was at 777 Wolse!ey, next to Wise's Drug Store, where St. Peter's 
Church was built in 1970. Arch had kind memories of the Virginia Grocery/lunch 
counter on Westminster (now Dragonfly) whose proprietor Johnny Persichini would 
sometimes lend teenage boys money for a date. Dossie remembered seeing Norma 
Shearer in "Smiling Through" at the Tivoli and giveaway dishes at the Arlington. 
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HAPPYLAN D PLACE 

In 1 the residents of 
Garfield Street South 
complained that 
deliverymen and the post 
office confused them with 
Garfield Street North, and 
petitioned city council to 
have their street renamed 
Happyland Place. City 
council showing a sad 
lack of imagination -
refused. 



Laura Secord School, 1912 Photo: PAM 
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Built in 1912 to be "the finest 
elementary school in the 
Dominion", this grand old building 
is still in service (after a major 
upgrade in 1989-90), attesting to 
the soundness of the architect's 
plans and the high quality of 
construction. 

BELOW: 

Laura Secord Play Group, 1918 
Photo: PAM (Foote 1643) 



"Education is More Important than Good Streets" 

Laura Secord School reflects the prosperity and optimism of the times, and the 
conviction of Col. J. B. l'v1itchell, superintendent of buildings, and school 
superintendent Dr. Daniel Mcintyre that nothing was too good for Canada's 
children. The design incorporated the best and most modern features, including 
wide corridors, fireproof construction, interior courtyards for natural light and 
ventilation, and a fully-modern heating system. There was a third-floor suite for the 
resident caretaker, with a narrow stairway to the boiler room. The school was built 
by Thomas Kelly and Sons for $187,786.00, heating and ventilation systems 
installed by Jas. Ballantyne Co. for $22,700.00. Fire escapes by Vulcan Iron Works 
were installed and could clear the school's population in two minutes. 

Laura Secord originally took grades 1-9, becoming K-6 in 1960. Enrolment 

reached 774 in 1914 and peaked at 1013 in 1940. Those of us who had children 

attending in the early 1990s, when enrolment was around 500, wonder how 1000 

children could ever have been packed in! 

Today the wide corridors are bright with children's art projects, murals 
commemorating the 12Sth anniversary of WSD #1, and quilts made under the 
guidance of former principal Myrna Mitchell. During school hours there is a constant 
hum of activity. Current principal Cathi Hill has made the development of a school 
archive and the preservation of the school's history her project, continuing a 
tradition among Laura Secord principals of putting a personal stamp on the school. 

Vicki Rempel attended laura Secord in the 19605. 
One of my first memories of growing up in Wolseley at 181 Lenore Street 

was getting ready for school in September. My class was one of the last to wear the 
wool uniform tunic. I was always so impressed when I walked up to my school. It 
was the biggest, most beautiful building I had ever seen that was just for kids. I 
liked the limestone, its colour and touch. 

It was in the cause of better T.V. reception, in that pre-cable age, that local 
residents banded together to insist that the tower which had always crowned Laura 
Secord School be removed. Like a noble blind poet, the tower looked out on all 
four sides with blank dials which had been meant for clock faces. The clocks had 
never been successfully installed. It seemed there was no effort to preserve 
anything but the hand-carved finials. I was told that the school would still be 
beautiful and that I would get a better picture on our T.V. set, but when the work 
was done, the tower looked like a toad squatting where a princess had been. And 
T.V. was the same as before, to my eyes. 
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1. I~itchen 

" ... it should be 
known, appreciated 
and remembered by 
every parent in this 
Dominion that 
education is more 
important than good 
streets ... and more 
public money should 
be spent to thoroughly 
equip the children for 
the battle of life, than 
is now being devoted 
for that purpose." 

In October of 1995 
Laura Secord survived 
a fire that started in 
the roof apparently 
caused by some repair 
work. Damage, to the 
dismay of students 
who hoped for an 
extended vacation, was 
limited to the ceiling of 
the gym. The grand old 
lady survived this 
challenge too, 



SCHOOL 

Wolseley School, spring 1922 Photo: Wolseley School Archives 

Wolseley School opened in September of 1921 and this photo was taken the following spring. Folk dancing formed 
part of the physical education curriculum, and these little girls seem to be enjoying it. 

The decision in 1921 to build Wolseley School "on the cheap" has come back to haunt the Winnipeg School Division. 
The pretty red-brick one-story school needs extensive repairs and upgrading. To the dismay of many in the 
community who love the existing building and would like to see it preserved, it may be less expensive to build new. 

Edith McColl attended the school tea in February, 1925 with her daughters Eflen and Margaret, and wrote that "The 
staff is all exceptionally nice. Mr. Pincock who is assistant to the City Superintendent told me they had 67 just such 
staffs in the city. I insisted there was noneto compare with them." That year the tea was to raise funds for a 
projector to "enlarge and throw on the screen postcards or other pictures." (Some things never change). 

"It is not possible to put a price tag on the character and atmosphere of the current school, which has graduated 
three generations of Wolseley residents. After years of service, Wolseley School remains an important focal point 
of the community, in large part because it is a one-of-a-kind building." Wolseley parent, summer of 1998 
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Dr. Ellen Douglass lived and had a 
medical practice at 136 Sherbrook Street from 
1909 until shortly before her death in 1950. She 
was a charter member of the University Women's 
Club. This pioneering woman doctor organized 
the Winnipeg Women's Volunteer Reserve in 
World War I and went overseas with St. John's 
Ambulance. She received the Allies' Medal, 
British War Medal and St. John Ambulance Long 
Service Medal. King George VI named her a 
Commander Sister of the Order in 1946 for her WWI 
service, and she was made a Dame of Grace in 1949. 

Dr. M. Ellen Douglas, c. 1945 D.5U, M.D., CiV1., 1V1.C.P.s. 
Photo: University Women's Club 

ANY THE 
lived in our neighbourhoods between 1880 and 1920 were 
committed to social reform. Many were devout churchgoers 
appalled at the rowdy frontier town of Winnipeg. There was a large 
population of young single men heading west to homestead or 

working in construction, and bars, saloons and other places of "entertainment" to 
separate them from their money, there was plenty of scope for temperance 
movements and other reforms. Many new immigrants lived in wretched conditions 
in the North End. Working men and women struggled to survive on low wages. The 
"safety nets" of pensions, social allowances, and unemployment insurance did not 
exist. Many newcomers to Winnipeg were influenced by trade union and other 
political movements in England and the United States. Others saw social reform as 
a Christian obligation to improve the lives of the poor and disadvantaged. 

Some of the ideas of early reformers now seem misguided or foolish. The 
Temperance movement, which succeeded in imposing Prohibition in Manitoba in 
1916 and the idea that women would reform the world if they were just given the 
vote, seem very na'ive now. Perhaps some of today's causes will seem misguided to 
our descendants fifty years from now. At least the early reformers who preached 
the social gospel and fought for votes for women and help for the poor and 
unfortunate wanted to make their community a better place for everyone, as do 
today's activists and reformers. 



is THERE A DOCTOR IN 

In 1921 Dr. Angus J. Fraser, the 
chief medical officer for the 
Workmen's Compensation Board, 
bought 212 Lipton and lived here 
until his death in 1942. His widow 
remained in the home until 1946. 

In later years the house was 
owned by Children's Aid and was 
used as a children's home. 

It is a single-family home today. 
The present owners are interested 
in the history of the house and 
shared a house history researched 
and written by Murray Peterson. 

HOUSE? 
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Lincoln Apartments, 796 Wolseley Avenue 
Photo: Jean Friesen 

Dr. Donald Mcintyre and his family lived here 1913-
1924, when they built a new house on Dromore in 
Crescentwood. Perhaps the Mclntyres were members 
of the Assiniboine Lawn Bowling Club next door! 

The Lincoln Apartments continue to provide housing 
for families in Wolseley. 

BELOW: 

Dr. Angus J. Fraser House, 212 Lipton Street 
Photo: Stephen J. Basham 

This house was built by the local contracting 
firm of MacKissock & Thomas in 1911, the 
most expensive of several built that year. 
It cost $8000! 



fifteen Good Women 
"So one night at Jane Hample's house on Wolseley Avenue we organized 

the Political Equality League, with a membership of about fifteen. We believed that 
fifteen good women who were not afraid to challenge public opinion could lay the 
foundations better than a thousand" wrote Nellie l~cClung. The founding members, 
mostly educated middle-class women, included Nellie herself, Jane Hample, Winona 
Flett and her sister Lynn, E. Cora Hind, Dr. Amelia Yeomans, Francis Marion 
Beynon, Lillian Beynon Thomas and Dr. Mary Crawford. Although the membership 
were primarily women, the League included several men, including George Chipman 
and Fred Dixon. Besides working for votes for women, members of the PEL. also 
worked on other issues such as minimum wage, women's property rights, 
temperance, and working conditions. Manitoba women received the vote in 1916. 

The Sodal Gospel 
James Shaver Woodsworth, a Methodist minister, was an advocate for the 

rights and dignity of the immigrant population of Winnipeg's North End. The All 
Peoples' Mission on Stella offered innovative programs such as kindergartens, 
English classes, mothers' courses, and summer camps for children. As the Member 
of Parliament for Winnipeg North Centre from 1921 to 1942, he continued his 
advocacy for farmers, labourers and immigrants. Although Woodsworth has been 
criticized for his "assimilationist" views, these were common at the time. 

Stanley Knowles 
The passing of Stanley Knowes in 1997 brought tributes from all sides of 

the House of Commons and the country, honouring one who had worked tirelessly 
for social issues and for the integrity of the parliamentary process. Elsie Wayne, 
PC: "Behind the legend there was a mortal who saw his public duty, who was 
prepared to engage in public life to change things, and millions of Canadians 
benefited from his efforts, the poor, the veterans, the aged, to name a few." Mr. 
Knowles represented Winnipeg North Centre from 1942 1958 and from 1968 
84, and was made an honorary Member for life. 

Back home in Winnipeg, Mrs. Knowles held the fort for many years at 485 
Dominion Street, and "made the best cookies" - according to Rae Neelands. 

Our neighbourhoods have been fortunate in having many people who care 
enough to get involved, whether it is in preserving heritage buildings, keeping 
inner-city facilities like Sherbrook Pool and the Cornish Library open, building a 
community centre, studying traffic, zoning and community safety issues, 
volunteering at schools, churches, and community centres, or working for causes 
outside our immediate community - peace, child labour, and the environment, to 
note just a few. 
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In 1980 the Wolseley 
Residents' 
Association formed 
to deal with 
community issues 
such as parklands, 
unsafe traffic, 
commercial and 
institutional 
encroachments south 
of Portage Avenue, 
and others. 

Twenty years later, 
the WRA is still active 
in both short-term 
issues and long
range planning. 

The original WRA 
included West 
Broadway, which has 
since organized 
independently. 
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MILITARY FUNERAL .. WORLD WAR I 

Military funeral, Thomson Funeral Chapel, Broadway and c. 1917-18 WCPI 

Was it Sapper George Bell Kirton, KIA Vimy Ridge age buried in S1. James CemeterY? Or one of the 58 men 
Vimy, or one of the 69 service men and one nurse from Westminster who also died in 
Presbyterian? PerhaDs none of these 348 Manitobans died at Vimv alone, There was more 

1879-2000 
The Oldest Established 

in Winnipeg 

Thomson's moved here 
Street location in 1917 

and built their current building in 
1930. 

apartment 
right (Howell 
Broadway) 

WHOSE FUNERAL? 

~ at the 
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most of them at 
~m"'rr'lnS whose memorial chapel is at 

This one image must stand 



HEN ANADA W TO 
war in 1914, many young men signed up thinking it would all be 
over by Christmas. No-one expected four long, miserable years of 
trench warfare, or realized how many would never come home. By 
1918, out of a population of 8 million, about 595,000 Canadians 

had enlisted, 418,000 went overseas and more than 60,000 died, not even 
mentioning the enormous contribution from farms and factories. 

Four hundred and fifty men and seven women from Westminster Church, 
and over 300 from Young, signed up. Westminster opened up its facilities for 
soldiers in training. All Saints dedicated a new pipe organ as a memorial to the 
members of the congregation who "had made the supreme sacrifice" - to mention 
only a fraction of the war effort. 

Today the "War to End All Wars" has faded from our memory. One battle is 
commemorated at Vimy Ridge Park. We owe this memorial to the persistence and 
dedication of one man, Ed Russenholt, who would not let the memory of the 44th 
Battalion, 10tn Brigade, 4th Canadian Division Six Thousand Canadian Men die. 

Vimy Ridge was a German-held, heavily-fortified ridge in northeastern 
France which had frustrated British and French troops for two years. In a four-day 
assault starting on Easter Monday, April 9, 1917, four Canadian divisions, 40,000 
in all, took the ridge, with the 44th Battalion taking the highest point, a heavily 
fortified outcropping called The Pimple. The capture of Vimy Ridge cost 3,600 
killed and 7000 wounded. 

Many of the young men who served in the Canadian Expeditionary Force 
were recent immigrants. When they joined up, they may not have thought of 
themselves as Canadians, but as British subjects, or perhaps as Manitobans or Nova 
Scotians or Torontonians. Serving together as Canadians forged a sense of national 
identity, reinforced by the reputation Canadian troops earned in war. Vimy Ridge 
was a battle that helped to turn a colony into a nation. . 

The soldiers of the 44th raised a memorial to their comrades on the crest of 
the Pimple in 1917. It was later dismantled and sent to 51. James Park where it was 
dedicated in 1926. In 1963, Veterans Affairs decided to abandon the memorial. 
Edgar Russenholt, who had served with the 44th and served as secretary-treasurer 
of the Battalion association ever since the war, rallied the survivors in a passionate 
appeal to preserve the memorial. On June 15, 1967, the restored monument was 
dedicated in a park now renamed VIMY RIDGE MEMORIAL PARK. 

The 44th Battalion merged with Royal Winnipeg Rifles (the Little 'Black 
Devils) in the 1960s. Edgar Russenholt died in 1991 at the remarkable age of 100. 
Besides his long-time dedication to the memory of the 44th Battalion, Mr. 
Russenholt was a local historian and advocate of many community issues, including 
the preservation of Omand's Creek for recreation. 
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OTHER MEMORIES 

The Cameron Highlanders 
Memorial Chapel 
First Presbyterian Church 
near Vi my Park 
The 79th Cameron 
Highlanders ("Ralph 
Connor's" unit) also 
distinguished themselves at 
Vimy. 

Wesley Runions of Young 
Church was wounded at 
Vimy Ridge. 
"If it hadn't been that his 
parents had given him a 
little testament, and he'd 
put it in his left pocket, he'd 
have been killed it had the 
nose cap of the bullet right 
in it - embedded in it." 
- Kathleen Runions 
(Our Church is Not a 
Building) 

The 19th Winnipeg Troop 
Boy Scouts, St. James Park 
Congregational Church, was 
temporarily disbanded when 
Scoutmaster Percy T. Cox 
and several patrol leaders 
enlisted in the 90th Battalion 
(Royal Winnipeg Rifles). 
Lieut. Cox was killed in 
action in France. 



LAURA SECORD SCHOOL 
and other schools 
organized Junior Red 
Cross units, knitted 
squares for afghans for 
bomb victims, and 
collected coat hangers 
and cut lawns to raise 
money for war relief. 

Lorna M.Cook, 
on the class of 1931: 

Poor lads! They had 
picked a bad time to be 
born and were just old 
enough to fight in the 
war. I know that Gordon 
t~cKay was a pilot and 
his plane was shot down 
over enemy territory. 
Donald McDonald was a 
prisoner of war in 
Germany. 

(Laura Secord 75th 

Anniversary ) 

Bad Be Born 

Only 21 years later, just long enough for another generation of young men to 
reach military age, Canada again went to war, once again with an all-out effort both 
in the services and on the home front a story well told elsewhere and not to be 
covered here. 

In 1943, Jack and Bill Bowman, students at Gordon Bell High School, wrote an 
editorial for their 1942-43 Yearbook. 

Undoubtedly after the war a desire for revenge, the old, eye for an eye, 
tooth for a tooth, policy will sweep Europe. But what then? We are all living 
in one world which is continually growing smaller. Modern science has 
shrunk the world to such an extent that our thinking has been unable to 
keep pace with it. If peace is our aim we must do our utmost to see that 
there is no narrow nationalistic feeling left in the world. Even patriotism, 
which we have been taught to regard as a virtue, is wrong if it 
countenances the idea, "My country, may she always be right, but right or 
wrong, my country." We are still thinking in terms of "our country" when in 
reality all nations are so bound together, economically, that there is only 
one country, the world. We are being traitors to that world if we allow 
petty, greedy, "my country above all" feelings to endanger its peace and 
prosperity. 

One hundred and twenty-eight students of Gordon Bell were killed or 
missing among them Douglas Chown, whose parents, Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Chown, 
dedicated a memorial window at All Saints Church. 

In a hallway at the new Gordon Bell High School the photographs, now 
faded, still hang - the young men who graduated from the old school at 650 
Wolseley, volunteered for their country's service, and never came home. Those shy, 
or proud, or smiling young men, in their new uniforms or their best suits, whose 
lives ended so soon, deserve our remembrance, as jack and Bill remembered their 
classmates in 1943. 

F/l Douglas G. Cameron Chown 
Born February 4, 1918 
KIA December 9, 1942 

Douglas Glasgow (34 Middlegate) 
was captured on D-Day and spent 18 
months as a POW. He never 
recovered his health and died at the 
age of 36, leaving a 4 week old 
daughter 
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Pilot Officer Douglas G. Cowie 
RAAF 
7th August, 1942 
St: James Cemetery 

Cadet Donald l. Williams 
23 rd December, 1942 
age 26 
St. James Cemetery 



The strike of 1919 began as a wage dispute between the building trades 
and metal trades and their employers, and became a general strike when the 
Trades and Labour Council voted to walk out in support of the building and metal 
trades. On Thursday, May 15,1919, at 11:00 a.m., the city ground to a halt as 
union members left their jobs. Essential services were carried out with the 
permission of the Strike Committee, by volunteers organized by a Citizens' 
Committee of One Thousand. 

The West End had people on both sides of the fence. The following names 
are from J. M. Busted's book on the strike. 

Sam Blumenberg, 318 Good Street. was a Socialist and owner of the 
Minneapolis Dye Works, wrecked by rampaging veterans in January 1919. He was a 
delegate to the T.L.e. W. H. Hoop, postman, organizer of the Socialist Party in 
Winnipeg, and T.L.e. member lived at the Amulet Apartments, 640 Westminster. 

Prof. William T. Allison, 254 Furby Street, criticized the government and 
recommended a committee of citizens to settle the strike. R. A. Bonner, 206 
Langside, partner in Bonner, Trueman, Hollands and Robinson, was counsel for the 
defense in the trials of strike leaders. John Wilton, 9-74 Spence Street, Liberal and 
supporter of T. J. Norris, was critical of the Citizens' Committee. 

Fred J. Dixon, social reformer and member of the Political Equality League, 
was elected to the Manitoba legislature in 1915 as labour member for Centre 
Winnipeg. He was tried for seditious libel in 1919, defended himself and was 
acquitted. J. S. Woodsworth came back from British Columbia and took over 
publication of the strike bulletin after William Ivens was arrested. 

Edward Parnell, 826 Wolseley, manager of Speirs-Parnell Bread Company, 
was a prominent member of the Committee of 1000. His partner J. T. Speirs lived on 
Armstrong's Point. 

Government reacted by arresting strike leaders and using police "specials" 
to break up a protest parade on June 21. Sam Blumenberg was deported to the 
United States. Fred Dixon, after his trial, returned to the Legislature. 1. S. 
Woodsworth, also charged with seditious libel, was acquitted and went on to found 
the CCF, the forerunner of the New Democratic Party. Several other prominent strike 
leaders later held elected office. Many striking workers were replaced and never 
got their jobs back. 

Nellie McClung (living in Alberta by this time) sympathized with the 
workers, but not with the strike - she thought it was selfish. "There was something 
so despotic and arrogant about all this .... " 

Did the strike succeed? It depends on who you ask. Most of the strikers did 
not benefit personally. But it did mark a time when working people came together 
to fight for the right to decent wages and hours. Read more about it and decide for 
yourself. 
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Arch Harrison, six 
years old at the time, 
remembered that his 
dad and a neighbour 
stayed up all night 
guarding the fire call 
box on their block, 
Dossie Harrison was 
born the day after the 
strike began, and her 
older brother had to 
be sent for the doctor 
because the telephone 
operators had walked 
out. 

By June 8th tempers 
were getting frayed, 
Edith McColl noted: "A 
good many people are 
refusing to accept mail 
- can you imagine it .
& all such is being 
returned to the 
senders. One postie 
handed a woman the 
paper as he went in & 
she threw it at him and 
called him 'Scab', So 
he said 'All right 
madam, I'll take your 
letters back to the 
office'. She pled in vain 
for them too." 



WINNIPEG GENERAL - May 15 ... june 23, 1 19 

Left: 
Frederick J. Dixon, MLA, 1921 Photo: PAM 

Fred Dixon, one of the leaders of the Winnipeg General Strike, lived 
at 60 Lipton Street. His wife Winona Flett was a founding member 
of the Women's Political Equality League, of which Dixon was also a 
member. 

Below: 
Citizens' Committee of 1000 Volunteers 
University of Manitoba grounds, 1919 
Photo: WCPI 

Residents of our neighbourhoods found themselves on different 
sides during the Winnipeg General Strike. 
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WI NI DRUGG S IN BY BANDITS 
Manitoba Free Press headline, Friday, December 28, 1928 

On the cold winter night of December 27, 1928, Digby Poyntz was anxious 
to close up his drugstore at 871 Westminster (now Prairie Sky) and go home to his 
new house in River Heights. At 11 p.m., as Mr. Poyntz and his assistant, Mrs. 
Gertrude Pascal, were preparing to leave, two men entered the premises. As Mr. 
Poyntz came forward to serve them, he was shot twice at close range. Mr. L Ardell, 
the upstairs tenant, ran to fetch Dr. R. F. Rorke who lived at 160 Home Street, but 
Mr. Poyntz was dead within minutes. 

Young Manuel lecker of 119 Evanson Street saw two men leave the 
drugstore and get into a car and drive north. The stolen car was found near the 
home of George and Ernie Vanderlip, already suspects in several earlier robberies. 
Questioned by police, they ratted on their accomplice and agreed to lure him out of 
his rooming house on McDermot. There, on Sunday, December 30, Carl "Gunner" 
McGee died in a hail of police bullets. Detective 591. Charles Maclvor was wounded 
in the gun battle. McGee had already done time in San Quentin for armed robbery. 
The Vanderlips served long prison sentences. And that was the end of one of 
Winnipeg's earlier crime waves. 

Mr. Poyntz' father, Thomas G. Poyntz, came from Ontario in 1882, bringing 
his ten-year-old son with him. T. G. Poyntz owned the Bodega Bar on Main Street in 
the early 1880s, but soon went into the drugstore business and was joined by his 
son. Poyntz and Son Druggists were in business at 506 Main Street, but by 1915 
the business had moved to 871 Westminster. In 1900 both Thomas G. Poyntz and 
Digby Poyntz, druggists, resided at 275 Young Street. In 1915 Digby Poyntz and 
family lived at 581 Furby Street and had moved his business to the bustling new 
suburb of Wolseley. 

A few people still remember the white-haired gentleman with the piercing 
blue eyes who sold penny candy chocolate-marshmallow mice, gum drop dolls, 
licorice whips, fruit drops, suckers and more. Beatrice Milne remembers coming to 
the drugstore with a few pennies to spend. Sometimes she dropped a penny under 
the wooden sidewalk and Mr. Poyntz would come out and lift up the planks so she 
could retrieve it. 

At the time of his murder leslie Digby Poyntz was 56 years old and the 
father of a 14 year old daughter Aileen and a 19 year old son Tom. In 1930 Mrs. 
Alice Poyntz lived at 137 Waterloo, and Thomas G. Poyotz, a student in accounting 
at Geo. A. Touche, is shown at the same address. 
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THE NESTI HOUSE 

The duplex at 264-
266 Home Street, a 
large house on a 
much larger lot than 
usual for the 
neighbourhood, has 
an interesting 
history. The house 
was owned, from c. 
1920 to at least 
1950, by brothers 
Frank and Samuel 
Nesti, although they 
were not the original 
builders. Joseph, 
Frank and Samuel 
Nesti in 1916 owned 
the Corona Cafe and 
lived at 484 Banning 
Street. It seems that 
the brothers 
prospered as they 
were able to buy this 
impressive dwelling 
by 1920. The Nesti 
family operated the 
Corona and 
Kensington Cafes 
and Frank later 
owned Piccadilly 
Florists. 



PORTAGE AVENU 15, 1930 
Looking east from Furby Street Photo: PAM (Foote 1611 ) 

Note the streetcar tracks down the middle of the street. Landmarks include Bridgman's Hardware and the Furby 
Theatre, the Winnipeg Skating Rink (now Drs), and Wesley (ollege. 
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A TIME 
we had an amusement park, bowling greens, tennis courts, golf 
courses, a ski dub and a racetrack not too far away. The 
neighbourhood offered many opportunities for children to "make 
their own fun" on the riverbanks, parks and open fields. Let's take a 

stroll through the past and remember the fun they had. 

GOlf 
Thanks to George Mclachlan for this suggestion! 

The Winnipeg Golf Club, formed in 1894, had a golf course "back of the 
MulveySchool on the south side of Portage Avenue west of Maryland Street now 
the site of Gordon Bell High School" A little red clubhouse was built in 1895 and 
located "just southeast of S1. James Park" (now Vimy Ridge Park). The club had to 
vacate the property when it was bought by developers in 1906. The 1909 map of 
Winnipeg shows a golf course between Arlington and Horne Streets, south of the 
Grace Hospital. Another nine-hole golf course was laid out in 1904 around the Fort 
Osborne Barracks, using the limited space with great ingenuity. 

Public golf courses nearby were the Bourkevale Golf Course, opened in 
1925 and the Polo Park Golf Course, opened in 1931 and operating until 1956, 
when Polo Park Shopping Centre was built. Polo Park was also the home of Eaton 
Park Place, an athletic ground for Eaton's employees from 1910, auto racing early 
in the 1900s, and horse racing from 1925 to 1957, but strangely - not polo. 

BOWLING 

Lawn bowling was popular with ladies and gentlemen at two clubs in the 

neighbourhood, the Assiniboine Lawn Bowling Club at 798 Wolseley (1909 

1964) and the Greenwood Lawn Bowling Club at 1278 Wolseley (1919 - 1983). 

The Assiniboine property is now the Wolseley River Plaza, 800 Wolseley. The 

Greenwood property is vacant, with a cement walk along the west side leading to 

the vanished clubhouse. Declining membership and increasing costs led 'to the 

closing of both clubs. Perhaps one day we will see a revival of this gentle sport or 

one of its cousins, bocce or Belgian bowling. It would be a shame to see this space 

go unused. 
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AT HAPPYLAND 
an added attraction 
was local 
policeman Victor 
McLaglen who took 
on circus 
strongmen (usually 
winning) and 
enjoyed playing 
other pranks. He 
was known to 
stoop down under 
one of the riding 
ponies and walk off 
with the startled 
beast draped over 
his shoulders. 

Officer McLaglen 
soon took off for 
Hollywood, where 
he had a successful 
career in films, 
winning an Oscar in 
1935 for his 
performance in 
John Ford's "The 
Informer". 



HAPPYLAND 

View of Happyland Photo: PAM This photograph is one of a set of six postcards c. 1906 

WHERE WAS HAPPYLAND? Between Aubrey and Dominion Streets, from Portage Avenue to the river. 

In 1906 a splendid amusement park rose on Amable Hogue's old farm. Twenty-four buildings, with 
wooden foundations and walls and fireproof felt roofs, housed attractions including a 300 foot long 
illuminated entrance in the Doric style, an 80 foot circular swing, a roller coaster, auditorium, ballroom, 
Japanese tea gardens, a miniature railway, Chateau Alphonse crazy house, a merry-go-round and ferris 
wheel, band stand ... not to mention a baseball diamond for the Winnipeg Maroons of the Northern Copper 
Country League. 

Happyland opened on May 23, 1906 with crowds of 44,000 in its first two days. The Maroons won 
18 out of 22 games. Happyland was the place to be in the summer of 1906. 1907 and 1908 saw a drop in 
attendance, storm damage, competing attractions and the collapse of the baseball league. Not even the 
expert rifleman Col. Bordeverrry, who "with his wonderful marksmanship disrobes a woman and plays a 
piano by shooting at the keys" could draw the crowds. A memorable episode was the escape of the circus 
animals after the storm on August 10, 1907. Richard Waugh opened his back door the next morning to find 
a lion sitting there! (Fortunately it was an old, toothless lion). The. property was sold in 1908 and 
Happyland closed permanently in 1909. New owner William Fisher had' ambitious plans to subdivide the 
property, extending Sherburn and Garfield streets to the river. World War I put all plans on hold, and the 
area was not developed until 1922. 

Happyland was gone but not forgotten. For many years Winnipeggers periodically published their 
memories of this short-lived "Disneyland of Wolseley". Christopher Dafoe, whose mother's family lived on 
Aubrey Street during its brief heyday, wrote about the stampeding elephants, The Great Diving Ponies, band 
concerts and pennies found in the grass after the season. "Happyland is all but forgotten, an innocent smile 
on an old face." (WFP September 10, 1983) 
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TENNIS, 

St. Margaret's Church has a local claim to fame for its tennis club, which was active 

before and after World War L The tennis courts were located on Wolseley at 

Garfield, the Happyland site, until the land was built on after World War I. Early in 

1927, the tennis club was revived to provide summer recreation for members, and 

they found a new site on property belonging to the Winnipeg Electric Company 

south of Palmerston and east of the gasometer, at or near the current site of 

Robert A. Steen Community Centre. 

SKI 

A Wolseley couple were puzzled by a pair of old skis with a blue-and

yellow Puffin Ski Club logo found during renovations. Puzzle solved - the Puffin Ski 

Club flourished approximately 1930 1950, with a clubhouse on Doreen Street 

across from the st. James Cemetery. The club had three ski jumps and attracted 

skiers from allover the city. Many residents from the 30s to the 50s were Puffins, 

but there seems to be very little officially recorded about the club. Perhaps some 

of our readers would be willing to place pictures or other information in the 

Archives or donate them to the Museum. Dossie McLean was a Puffin member in the 

1930s, and Lynne Russenholt recalled the Sunday train trips to La Riviere. Rae 

Neelands says "Very few kids had skis but I was one of the lucky ones. They were 

my Dad's, 6 ft. long Nordic slats with a leather thong strapped over moccasins; I 

was the youngest member of the Puffin Ski Club (6 years old in '43) .... The 

Manitoba Ski Championships were held there for years after the ski jump was built 

sometime after 1945." 

HOME .. MADE FUN 

Arch and Dassie (McLean) Harrison, Lynne (Russenholt) McFarlane and Rae 

(Neelands) Armstrong contributed their memories of "making their own fun." 

Neighbourhood skating rinks were a common feature, on vacant lots or on the river. 

Ed Russenholt made a river rink every winter and had it down to a science, 

according to his daughter. Neighbourhood rinks included "Poverty Pond", on 

Wolseley between Evanson and Arlington, three vacant lots at Westminster and 

Walnut, and one at Omand's Creek. The fathers of all the children on the street 

banked up snow all around and the fire department obliged by flooding it. The city 

provided a shack with a wood stove and a supervisor at some rinks. 
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SPONSORS: 

In memory of mother 

KAROLINA 
CHRISTENSEN 
40 Dundum Place 
1953-2000 
and father 

AAGE CHRISTENSEN 
Sons Ronald and Donald 

HARRISON FAMILY 
Tom, Janet. Casey, 
Andrew, lara and Amy 
109 Ethelbert Street 

In memory of my dad 

RON SCHULTZ 
and grandmother 

EMILY SCHULTZ 
Trista Hamilton 

Judy and Bart 
HASSELFIELD 
and their children 
Matthew, Michelyn and 
Allison and Vanessa 
Crauchi 



SPONSORS: 

MARTA 
ENTERPRISES 
Bag Closing Machines, 
Parts & Service: 774· 
8060 

C. GAMBLE 
ELECTRIC LTD. 
Traditional quality 
service 
www.tbf.net/cgamble 

(NIB 
Portage & Dominion -
774-5421 
Canadian National 
Institute for the Blind 
has one goal to 
empower blind or 
visually impaired 
people to thrive 
independently in a 
sighted world. 

Lynne: "When we first moved in (1326 Wolseley) there was a group of 

teenaged boys who had built themselves kayaks and had a fleet commanded by 

Commodore Bill Kennedy who lived at 1308 .... The boats raced up and down the 

river and sometimes had picnics on the little island just below the railway tracks in 

the area between the two Wolseley Avenues ... .I know we had a rowboat because I 

used to tie it up to the dock and sit and study in it." 

Rae: Very few kids had bikes until well after the war, so one walked 

everywhere or roller-skated, which was very popular. The Wolseley School yard was 

the centre of activity - playing baseball as soon as the ground warmed up, and 

until first snowfall. ... everybody played marbles when the snow & ice began to 

melt, and we saved the city of Winnipeg a fortune by chopping up the ice around 

the grates in the road to have matchstick and twig races in the melting streams that 

rushed along the curb troughs. Winter was spent mostly at Omand's Creek on the 

weekends, sliding for everyone. Pieces of cardboard were the usual vehicles. 

Skating and hockey were also a very big part of our lives and we waited with great 

anticipation for "the shack" to go up and the first ice to be poured. It was always 

the same man who took care of the ice and building, and us too. He bandaged us 

up if we cut ourselves on blades, rubbed cracked knees, arbitrated fights, and 

watched that we didn't set our mitts on fire when we dried them on the stove. His 

word was law and not too many crossed the line. Parents always remembered him 

at Christmas time for his kindness and patience. 

Part of the field next to the General Electric building on St. James Street & 
Portage Avenue (the city boundary in the '405) was used by the Winnipeg Archery 
Club from spring to fall, and in the winter 2 huge toboggan slides faced each other, 
a mile apart. The toboggans held about 12 kids. It took quite an effort to haul them 
up to the top, Ex we would all pile on and scream dpwn the slide, ricocheting along 
the iced track for a mile, pile off & repeat the process at the other end. It was a 
popular spot for class parties & birthday parties! 

Across from 5t. Joseph's Orphanage and across Portage Avenue was a huge sea 
of prairie grass which seemed to stretch for miles. We used to go there with our Mom to 
pick crocuses and pussywillows along the creek in the spring. Sometimes on a hot day we 
would crawl into the grass and make nests & lie on our backs and listen to the insects 
humming and the meadowlarks singing. It was enchanting! There was a special part of 
Omand's creek where we did not venture often, half way up Raglan Road. Some said it 
was an ancient Indian burial place and was haunted. We respected that. 

At Stiles St. & Portage Avenue was the Valour Movie Theater where we 
would all congregate on a Saturday. For 5c you could see 2 serials, 2 cartoons, a 
double feature & in intermission they would sometimes have the Yo Yo Champion 
of the World entertain us with amazing tricks which we would try to duplicate during 
the week with varying success. 
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Y 1 91 2 -1 3. WI MOST 
of Wolseley and West Broadway built up, fire protection was 
needed and Fire Hall # 14 was built. Until the fire service was 
mechanized in the 1920s, the fire horses were an attraction 
for children who liked to visit them, and must have been a 
pretty sight out for their morning exercise. 

The daily log books of #14 at the Fire Service 
Museum show that many of the calls in the early years were 
for grass fires, chimney and stove fires, and occasionally 
fires in automobiles. Reports of "burning sidewalks" remind 
us that in the 1920s plank sidewalks were still common. St. 
Margaret's Church had at least one call in July 1920 for a fire 
on their tennis court at Wolseley and Garfield, and the 
Happyland site had a fire in a pile of sawdust in August, 
1920. Crescent Dairies, with their stables and hay storage, 
and other businesses generated many fire alarms. Station 
#14 was kept busy! As city homes shifted from coal and 
wood stoves and furnaces to gas and electricity, stove and 
chimney fires became less common. Human carelessness, 
overcrowded and unsafe housing, and arson continue to 
cause destructive and sometimes fatal fires. 

One of the worst fires in the Wolseley community 
occurred on January 31, 1977 when the Town and Country 
Lodge burned, killing eight people and injuring several 
others. The building, attractive terrace housing when it was 
new in 1906, was badly run down. Tenants were using hot 
plates and car heaters to supplement the inadequate heating 
system. When the fire broke out, some tenants were trapped, 
their fire escapes bolted or frozen shut. Lawsuits against the 
city and the building owners dragged on for several years 
until the city settled out-of-court with five former tenants. 
Modern row houses have been built on this site. 

Town and Country Lodge, 1963 
Photo: WCPI 

Our neighbourhoods have also faced a recurring threat of arson. In the 

summer of 1974 there were 150 fires in 50 days, most in the north and west end 

of the city, including one that destroyed Elim Chapel. Arson claimed more buildings 

in 1987 and 1988, including Young United Church, and fires in 1999 struck two 
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#1 ~ 161 Upton Street 

Firehall #14 in 1914 Photo: WCPI 

Firehalls 12, 13 and 14 were built using the same plan at a cost of $20,400.00 each. #14 was in service from 
1913 to 1979, when it became an ambulance depot. The firehalls included accommodations for unmarried firemen. 
Married men usually lived in the neighbourhood. In 1915, Captain Tom Hogg lived at the firehall, but he later moved 
to #9 819 St. Paul Avenue just north of Portage. Two other firefighters lived in the same block of rowhouses. 
Morton Rattenbury lived at 133 Home Street in 1915, and later moved to 95 Langside. Another firefighter lived at 
871 Preston, the terrace later known as the Town and Country Lodge. 

Firemen's duties including daily exercise for the horses, as well as grooming them and mucking out the stalls. No 
wonder that some firemen were glad to see the horses replaced by motors in the 1920s! 

There was considerable community discussion about the fate of this beautiful landmark building after it closed, 
including proposals to convert it to co-op housing or to some commercial use. At present it is in use as a private 
family dwelling -with wonderful interior play spaces! 
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historic church buildings. Many of the fires were set by children under 12. Young 
United Church and Elim Chapel chose to respond to their losses by reaching out in 
different ways to their communities. 

Children who set fires are speaking anger and hopelessness in tongues of 
flame. In the summer of 1999 the community responded to arson by cleaning up 
back lanes, reporting fires, and educating children about fire dangers. We need to 
continue to do this. We also need to reach out to engage children and youth in 
constructive activity and hear them when they ask for help and support. 

CHAPEL: October 26th , 1974; October 24th, 1999 

It's a distinction they never wanted. Elim Chapel has been struck twice by arson -
first the church, in 1974, and in 1999 the Sunday School annex. Losing the church 
building and all their records in 1974 brought "shock, grief and the sense of utter 
desolation", but the congregation rebuilt on the old foundations and took comfort 
in support offered by neighbouring churches. The 75 th Anniversary booklet says 
that fourteen Winnipeg churches offered space to Elim, including First Presbyterian, 
Broadway-First Baptist and Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. 

Like other churches, Elim Chapel has worked to reach out to the 
surrounding community, offering children's programs and fellowship programs. 
Their commitment to the community was tested after the 1999 fire that destroyed 
their Sunday School Annex. 

YOUNG UNITED CHURCH - December 27, 1987 

Parishioners wept at the sight of their ruined church, encased in ice and glittering 
in the winter sun. The stained-glass window overlooking Furby Street, the 
chandelier, the Casavant Freres organ, almost a century of church records - gone 
within hours. Only the tower survived. Neighbouring churches quickly offered to 
accommodate Young's programs and services. Then came the challenge of 
rebuilding. 

Like many inner-city churches, Young faced declining membership and 
changing community needs. The people of Young had to convince the Presbytery 
that it was still a viable congregation, and find a way to build in partnership WITH 
the community. The sanctuary "still soars to the great circular window above the 
altar" (Our Church is Not a Building). On October 24th, 1993 the new church 
opened for worship. 
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ELiM CHAPEL: 
RECONCILIATION 

The pastor and 
congregation, dismayed 
at the discovery that the 
1999 fire had been set 
by two young boys, were 
willing to meet with the 
boys and their families 
instead of reacting with 
anger. A mediation 
process through the 
Neighbourhood Justice 
Program at Broadway 
Neighbourhood Centre 
helped both the church 
and one of the young 
arsonists (and his 
family) to deal with lhis 
act and its 
consequences. 

YOUNG UNITED: 
WITH THE COMMUNITY 

Crossways-in-Common 
rose from the 
destruction of Young, 
housing Hope Mennonite 
Church, West Broadway 
Community Services, 
West Broadway Youth 
Outreach, the Day 
Nursery Centre, Artemis 
Housing Co-op, and 
meeting space for many 
other community groups. 



ALARM OF - Casa Loma Block, I 14, 1 

Photo: Casa Lama Fire WCPI 

The fire started in a garbage pail by an elevator shaft and trapped tenants on the upper floors. Firefighters from 
stations 1, 2, 10 and 14 rushed to their aid, rescuing 35 people and catching 5 in life nets as they jumped from the 
fifth floor. Five people died Clayton Heake, married only 6 months, whose wife was seriously injured, Mrs. F. 
Hamilton and her daughter Mrs. W. F. Gassier, Walcott MacNeill and George Douglas. District Fire Chief David 
Yeddeau was also injured, and several citations for bravery were issued. 

Winnipeg's busiest architect, J. H. G. Russell, designed this apartment budding in 1909. 

The building survived with $66,000 damage and still stands at the south-east corner of Sherbrook and Portage, 
housing several businesses on the ground floor with apartments above. 

After the Cas a Loma Fire, Fire Commissioner James Smith ordered front stairways to be added to apartment blocks. 
The new front stair at Medway Court saved several lives when the building burned in September of 1989. 
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OLONY returned, flooding the 
basement of All Saints Church and leaving the Amphitheatre 
stranded in a shallow lake. 

Amphitheatre 
(olony & Whitehall 
1950 Flood 
Photo: Sheila Barr Mayhew 

Many houses on the Point had water in their basements, and the Gates themselves 
sagged and had to be reset. Hugh Best came back from Boissevain to look after the 
family home at 34 Middle Gate. Water filled the basement, ruining the oak flooring 
in the billiard room. "Commuting to the top of the street at Cornish was either by 
wearing hip waders or using the canoe tied up to the front steps!" Other houses on 
the Point suffered similarly. Homeowners along the Assiniboine tried to block their 
basement drains, removed furniture to upper floors, sandbagged their back yards 
and hoped for the best. 

lynne MacFarlane (1326 Wolseley): 
Our mother, Kay Russenholt, was in Toronto as a delegate to the National Disaster 
section of the Red Cross meeting and when she got home our living room furniture 
was ensconced in the showroom of a Chrysler dealership downtown and there were 
army bunk beds already set up in the living room - we had been designated as an 
army headquarters ... our dad, Ed Russenholt was the Officer Commanding and Lt. 
Col. of the Winnipeg Grenadiers at the time. Mum didn't get her suitcase unpacked 
for weeks. There were constant streams of people in and out during this time'- pals 
of ours who were being evacuated to wherever they had relatives, army types, 
volunteers who wanted to know where they would be most useful and others who 
brought in all kinds of food for those manning the dikes. 

During the flood we could canoe over all the backyards and fences for 
several backyards when the water was at its highest People were wonderful and I 
think the flood really made neighborhoods conscious of the fact that they were 
neighborhoods. 
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HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY! 
May18th, 1950 

One of the 
papers carried a 
picture taken on 
top of the dike in 
our backyard 
when the worst 
was over - it was 
dad's 60th 
birthday and the 
volunteers made 
up a sandbag 
cake and had 
a pretty girl 
dressed in a 
sand bag present 
it to him. 



THE 1 50 FLOOD 

Left: 
Omand's Creek 
Photo: Rae Neelands Armstrong 
"Omand's Creek it is usually dried up at 
this time looking north from Raglan Road 
(in canoe)," 
Taken May 6, 1950 
In the background - the Portage Avenue 
bridge over Omand's Creek, with the water 
almost up to the roadbed, 

Below: 
Neelands Back Yard 
Photo: Rae Neelands Armstrong 
"Our back yard, 1 Wolseley Avenue, 
looking across to Wellington Crescent" 
Taken Hay 6, 1950 



Neelands Armstrong (1 Wolseley Avenue) 
The flood of 1950 was a life-time event. It was very exciting for us kids to 

be enlisted to go door-to-door to get people to come and fill sandbags. It was 
awesome to canoe down Wolseley Avenue and have the last month of school 
cancelled. It was a little terrifying to be kayaking up the river in full flood, but 
worse to be caught by our dads who were building dikes at the time! 

Lydia Sykes, 1 Wolseley 
Lydia and Leslie Sykes bought this house in 1959. "Mrs. Kenny told us 

that the big flood of 1950 only filled the basement up to the rafters. The seven 
foot dike in the back yard had fortunately held .... For days we weighed the pros 
and cons; daunting repairs in an old house with trees, or a new home without? 
Family and friends questioned our decision when we announced that the trees had 
won and 1320 Wolseley became the Sykes family home." 

"In the Swelling of Jordan" 

On Sunday, May 14th , 1950, All Saints was awash in the middle of the reborn 
Colony Creek, and Young United had a flooded basement. With most parishioners 
working to protect their own or others' homes from the rising waters, local churches 
offered what comfort they could. 

Westminster Church 
"In the Swelling of Jordan" 
Brief flood time service, with special 
Intersessions 
Westminster Church became an 
inoculation centre for typhoid shots, 
recalling the days when Winnipeg still 
drew water from the rivers and "Red 
River fever" was a constant menace. 

First Presbyterian promised 

Divine Service as usual 
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Young Church 
"Passing Through the Waters II 
The church basement was full of 
water "passing through". 

All Saints invited parishioners 

(who had to enter through the Colony 
Street door, as the Broadway side 
was flooded) 
No Heat No Light 
Come to Church 

Broadway First Baptist 
"One Thing Is Needed, and That 
Greatly" 

SPONSORS: 

DEREK 1. HAMPTON 
CONTRACnNG 
Preserving Wolseley 
character homes into 
the new Millennium 
772-9090 

HOME SECURITIES 
INSURANCE 
900 Westminster 
at Ruby 
Winnipeg 786-1359 



HISTORIC NESS PREMISES 

162 Lipton Street Photo: Anne Barr 

This building began life as C. 11.1. Braden, 
Baker c. 1910. Note the unusual bay 
windows on the second floor! It housed 
Winnipeg's Famous Cake House, Matt 
Thompson Co. through the 20s, 
changed hands more than once in the 
30s, and in the 50s-60s "vas a 
combination grocery/ lunch counter 
known as Our Lunch, Wanelly's Lunch, 
and Lipton Confectionery. It was a 
gathering place for the firemen from 
# 14 across the street, a 
neighbourhood fixture as Mrs. Lipton's, 
and has recently been transformed into 
a batik studio Lipton Street Studio 
by owner Karen Johanneson. Karen has 
kept part of the lunch counter in her 

studio. 

869 Westminster Photo: Jean Friesen 

This building has seen many changes. It was built 
before INWI as a bank, with an attached frame house 
on the east side for the bank manager and an 
upstairs apartment for the accountant. (John 
Sharples of Sled Dog says that he found a door in 
the basement which once led to the house next 
door.) It was a dry cleaning outlet c.1950 - 1970. In 
the 1980s it housed a bicycle shop with a luthier 
above, then a design studio. It is presently the home 
of Sled Dog Music. A small space between this 
building and the one to the West (Prairie Sky & 
Organza) has been developed as an open-air 
seating area, used as a beer garden during street 
fairs and as a place for informal chats and music. 
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PRAIRIE SKY 
by Grant Pastuck 

I've been running a business in Wolseley since 1978. Wow, has it really 
been twenty-tvvo years? So much has changed and so much has remained. A group 
of us were searching for a location for a Dharma bookstore. Paul Chorney of 
Harvest Collective called to say there was a spot available in their building, at 
Westminster and Evanson. We looked at the property. It was a run-down warehouse 
with blacked-out windows, bad wiring and beat up floors. It also had a funny little 
octagon window facing the street. We took it immediately. 

When we started renovations, we discovered hard wood floors underneath 
the linoleum and solid oak shelves of the quality not available any more. After 
three months of stripping paint and floors, we filled the space with stuff and 
opened the door October 22, 1978. 

What a long strange trip it's been. Flowing people, a stream of ideas, 
connections to so many parts of the community large and small. The face of the 
neighbourhood changed. The laundromat on Westminster changed to a Macrobiotic 
Deli, then to Tall Grass Bakery. When people started phoning us to get the name of 
"that bakery ... Prairie Grass or something" I knew they were a bright light. A 
convenience store became antiques, then a jewelry store, a Wiccan Supply {not to 
be confused with Winnipeg Supply}, now Wolseley Wardrobe. A barber shop and an 
antique store became an environmental store and Shoe Doctor. 

The building next to us, the Bank of Commerce, has been a Yoga Studio, 
Chautauqua Learning Community (an amazing eclectic foray into multidimensional 
consciousness and coffee house), the first Mountain Bike store in the city, 
Wolseley Bike, XYZ Architectural and Design studio, and now Sled Dog Music. With 
this constant change, there has been a constant; Westminster Dental Centre and the 
amazing Bill Kettner, the painless dentist, for whom I and others continue to have 
the deepest gratitude. 

Reflecting on the history I have witnessed from here, I feel truly blessed. 
The connections and relationships that have occurred in that small bookstore 
between so many people are profound. I've been perhaps the most fortunate, 
having met and learned from so many. 

As I sift through the store, one of my fondest memories is of Dr. George 
Daglish. The doctor came into our shop about 1980, a sixtyish English gentleman 
who worked at the old Grace Hospital on Evanson. He frequented our store almost 
daily for the next fifteen years, drinking tea, smoking (it was allowed at one time), 
discussing metaphysics, politics, science and at the same time painting pictures 
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SPONSORS: 

CREATiVE LOOK 
128 Lipton Street 
Full service family hair 
salon 
For appt. 772-0361 

DRAGONFLY 
Scent-free Bodywork 
& Massage Therapy 
761 Westminster 
774-9547 

LA PARFUMERIE 
145 Evanson Street 
Hand crafted fragrances 

THE SHEEP 
BOUTIQUE 
153 Evanson Street 
Scarlett Solomon 
786-8887 

WOLSELEY 
WARDROBE 
889 Westminster Avenue 
772-1393 



Robert A. Steen 
Memorial Community 
Centre was founded in 
1984 and named in 
honour of Robert Ashley 
Steen, former alderman 
and mayor. The present 
building, formerly a 
Pentecostal Church, 
replaces a small facility 
operated by the Laura 
Secord Sports and 
Recreation Association. 

I'm glad Robert Steen has a 
community centre named 
after him. He would have 
loved it! He was a buddy and 
co-worker when we both 
worked at Eaton's on 
Saturdays. He was sunny, 
outgoing, a hard worker, and 
would do anything to make 
life easier for someone if he 
could. ~ Rae Neelands 
Armstrong 

The RASCC replacement 
project was a major 
community initiative 
requiring cooperation 
from the Wolseley 
Residents' Association, 
the city councillor and 
MLA for the area, Parks 
and Recreation, and the 
school division, a 
process documented by 
Angela Mulgrew. 

The building houses 
recreation programs, the 
Laura Secord Community 
Child Care, and the 
Association for 
Community Living, and 
serves as a venue for 
community meetings and 
social events. 

of old Hong Kong, Liverpool, World War II ship doctor life, and Newfoundland 
outport medicine. He could speak to anyone on any subject with authority, whether 
he knew the person or the issue. I remember Dr. George with fondness and I'm sure 
I'll see him in a future life, should I have one. 

Twenty two years of endless flow of people, drama and pageantry. We 
have customers, once babies carried in by proud young parents, whose parents are 
now fortyish and looking back with me. We grow older and can appreciate what we 
remember and understand that there is only change. 

In mid March of 2000 the Winnipeg Art Gallery sponsored a tour of Tibetan 
Buddhist Monks who were creating a Sand Mandala and displaying Tibetan sacred 
art. It turned from an art and cultural exhibit to a spiritual gathering that lasted two 
weeks. Hundreds of people were present at anyone time. I was amazed at how 
many people I knew from the store, sometimes it seemed like half the attendance. 
It was as if the Sand Mandala was a Great Attractor that gathered together a large 
family of beings of the same of the same spiritual vibration; a family that perhaps 
didn't even know it existed. I give deepest thanks that Prairie Sky Books was there 
to let me find them, and maybe helped them find each other. 

Mayall beings be well and happy. Om Mane Padme Hum. 

The Memory Wall MS co A Work in Progress 
Ellen Karlinsky, Board member RAS 1995-1998 

In 1996 the idea was raised at a board meeting to cover our new concrete 
barrier wall with personalized ceramic tiles. As a new member I volunteered to "look 
into the idea" of pursuing it as a fundraiser. I didn't realize I was volunteering to 
head up this project! Four years later, the memory wall is still a work in progress. 

Our partner in this initiative is Mr. Vern Peters of Sounding Stone. When we 
first got under way at the Winter Carnival 1996 Vern was there all weekend 
educating those who purchased tiles on the fine points of tile preparation and 
glazing. We were busy that first year and it seemed the wall would soon be sold 
outl Subsequent events proved a lot slower and it looked as though we had 
saturated the market. Vern no longer came out himself but would deliver the 
materials and leave us to run the glazing stations. At last we have sold all the tiles 
needed to cover the wall. 

The most satisfying aspect of this project has been witnessing the 
remarkable creativity and talent that went into the creation of every tile. Families 
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huddled together sharing ideas and laughter as they tried to communicate what 
was important to them on this tiny piece of black tile. Others came with a design 
thoughtfully laid out and then spent the next few hours painstakingly recreating the 
art onto the tile. Babies, toddlers, grandmothers, grandfathers, families, teenagers, 
groups, politicians, new and old community members, people honoring the memory 
of a loved one. It's all there on the wall and it is a reflection of our incredible 
community. Every tile tells a story. I wish we had asked people to write their stories 
so that we could have an archive of what lies behind the visual treasures. 

I don't really believe that this project will be complete one day. I regularly 
call Vern who is finishing the section of tiles that will bear the club's name to see 
how things are progressing. This section was designed by local architect Ms. Linda 
Comeau who volunteered her talent. Mary and I live in fear that once the wall is 
complete someone will show up saying, "I paid for a tile 3 years ago and I haven't 
glazed it yet!" Then we start on the other side! 

"Fund raiser" may have been a misnomer. When all is said and done the 
club may make a few dollars but the wall has become much more than a revenue 
source. It always will be a symbol of community. Come and take a closer look! 

The Bentley Apartments 
by Arlo Raven 

The Bentley Apartment block, also known as the SOB Homestead (o-op, is 
located at 860 Westminster Avenue. Little is known about the history of the 
building, except that it was built in 1906. In 1987, it was purchased by a group of 
older feminists, and a private housing co-op formed. Over the years, though 
membership has shifted and changed, the co-op continues to offer safe, affordable 
housing to its members; and offers a sense of community to all those living in the 
building. 

The only membership cost is one $1.00 share, and the rents are 
reasonable. Rent moneys fund running expenses, such as paying the mortgage, 
insurance, gas, and water bills, and financing any repairs. We have eleven suites of 
which ten are rented. One is set aside for member use for activities such as 
watching TV, sewing, or holding a child's birthday party/sleepover. Several long
term members organize most of the running of the building. Other members 
participate in chores such as mowing the lawn, shoveling the snow, vacuuming the 
hallways. The entire building is smoke-free. 

The co-op operates on feminist principles. Embracing diversity and 
consensus decision making are priorities. OUf future vision includes: upgrading the 
building, replacing the roof and front porches, improving the garden and 
boulevards and continuing to function as a co-op that offers a viable housing 
alternative to its members. 
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PALMERSTON PLAZA 

The space between the 
Community Centre and 
Laura Secord School 
has been developed as 
Palmerston Plaza, 
where a cement 
retaining wall has 
become a Memory 
Wall. The Plaza is also 
the home of a new 
Wolseley Elm, planted 
in 1995 in memory of 
Mary Ann Good and 
the Defenders of the 
Elm. 

RECYCLING? 

Willy Kurtz at 
Humboldt's Legacy 
was doing some 
renovation work and 
found that a previous 
tenant (Vern's Barber 
Shop) had used hair 
clippings to insulate 
the wall. 

Strange but true! 



THE HAUNTED HOUSE 

For many years Hugh 
Sutherland's deserted 
mansion stood in an 
open field at the foot 
of Maryland Street. 
Local legend said it 
was haunted, and 
strange sounds and 
sights could be seen 
by those bold enough 
to explore it. 

The derelict house had 
been taken over by a 
band of counterfeiters. 
Whenever unwelcome 
intruders appeared, 
the counterfeiters 
would cover 
themselves with 
sheets outlined with 
phosphorus and wave 
their arms to scare 
them awayl 

The counterfeiters 
were caught but the 
haunted house story 
persisted until the old 
mansion was finally 
torn down. 

The Sutherland estate 
is now occupied by 
Bridge Motors and 
Mulvey School. 

Mark's Experience 
by Mark Unruh 

I reflect back sometimes and wonder how things in my past have 
influenced me. I have told my story many times. As time passes, I am finding that 
there are less and less opportunities to do so. That is not to say that I seek out 
situations in which to share it, but maybe it's time to record my good memory while 
I still possess it. 

It was the summer or early fall of 1981 or 1982. I lived with my father, an 
older brother, and my younger sister on Wolseley Ave. I have always recounted my 
experience virtually the same way each time I have told it. That is what I now 
attempt to do in written form. 

I had often been party to "ghost" stories of one type or another. My 
girlfriend at this time was the daughter of the previous owner of our house (Donald 
Leslie). My girlfriend's older sister had, in fact, previously occupied the same 
bedroom that I did. She had related to me some very definite "physical" 
experiences that occurred when she lived there. I was always interested in hearing 
what she had to say but I had never experienced anything that could be construed 
as "paranormal" ....... ever. 

I was walking home one Saturday night. I had been to a party but I left 
early after consuming only two beers. I entered our house through the basement 
rec room door and went upstairs to my bedroom. It was around midnight, and the 
house was dark and quiet. I assumed that my brother and sister were sleeping. We 
all are familiar with the creepy creaks that an old house makes. All was quiet when I 
went upstairs and slipped into bed, pulling the covers over me. I was almost asleep 
when I was awakened by a thunderous sound. I have always described it as if I was 
hearing a large, heavy, person running through our living room on the main floor 
with three huge strides: BANG BANG BANG!!! The next sound was a CRASH! as if 
the "person" fell chest first. I sat upright in my bed. I will never forget that feeling. 
The headboard of my bed was vibrating between the wall and my back .... I was 
consumed with fear! As freaked as I was, I decided to proceed down the heavily 
carpeted, creaky stairs. I circled through the kitchen to the dining room, past the 
undisturbed living room, hallway, and back to the second floor stairs. I never did 
attempt an excursion down the basement stairs to the rec room. I only satisfied my 
curiosity by flicking on the light and looking down the stairs. I was away from my 
room for maybe a couple of minutes. Upon returning to my bed, I sensed some 
comfort in thinking that an intruder had not entered the house. My safety was 
quickly shattered as I slid myself back into my once comfortable bed. A warm 
sensation came over me. The bottom of my bed was now saturated with some sort 
of liquid. I'm not talking about a little moisture. I immediately turned on the 
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bedroom light, and pulled back the covers. An odorless, colorless liquid permeated 
the bottom portion of the bed. I have always maintained there was least one gallon 
of liquid. I ran to my brother's room to awake him. As he stirred and raised himself 
onto his left side we both heard the basement rec room door slam shut! He cried, 
"What the hell was that!" I responded with a blank stare and then immediately 
sought confirmation that I was not the only one to hear the door crash. 

IYly brother Danny insisted we call the police. For fear of a possible 
intruder? I don't know. I woke my younger sister from a deep sleep and 
interrogated her in case she found herself sleepwalking with the intent to pour a 
gallon of water on my bed. (I did examine the second floor for any sources of water 
immediately after the incident while we waited for the police to arrive) It seemed 
unlikely that anyone could have passed me and walked up those creaky stairs in 
the short time I was absent from my room without my hearing them. When the 
police arrived, we lifted the covers and the mattress to witness the "saturation" of 
my bed. That's it. I slept in a wet bed that night. Nothing prior, or post has my 
experience ever been witness to what I experienced that night. 

I will never forget. 

The Wolseley - 1860 .. 1960 

Rae Neelands Armstrong 

The Wolseley tree was a special place for some of us. We rested on the 
little curb around it after skating up and down Wolseley Avenue for hours on end, 
often with a handful of rhubarb stalks and a twist of wax paper with sugar in it for 
dunking. It's where you went if you were caught in the rain and didn't want to go 
home &. didn't want to get wet Its canopy of leaves was that thick (1 sheltering. It 
was also a place I went to when my Mom was cross. I would go hug the tree &. I like 
to think it hugged me back. How that tree was loved! Needless to say, a great many 
of us were devastated at its wanton destruction. 

Adolf Baier 

The tree being in the middle of the street meant traffic had to move to the 
right and left of the tree. In the minds of the engineering department that tree had 
to go! The residents on the other hand felt the tree was their "favorite resident" on 
the street. A committee was formed and we guarded the tree 24 hours a day. 
Eventually, the city gave in. However, a year aften.vard tragedy struck A vandal 
placed a stick of dynamite near the tree and the tree suffered a great deal of bark 
damage. Tree surgeons were flown in from England to graft new bark to the 
damaged areas. Alas, the tree never recovered and eventually was removed. A sad 
story. 
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Around 1960, 
F. A. Aldon, former 
secretary-treasurer 
of the school board, 
presented a gavel 
made of wood from 
the Wolseley Elm to 
Metro Council. The 
editor of Free Press 
commented: 

"Ordinarily it would 
be quite 
inappropriate 
for elected 
representatives to 
accept gifts from the 
public. But the 
present that Metro 
Council got, it should 
keep and the 
councillors should 
resolve to be 
influenced by it. 
Each day, as it calls 
councillors to order, 
it will serve as a 
reminder that there 
is more to a city than 
concrete and steel, 
efficient traffic 
control and sewage. 
It has higher 
aesthetic values as 
well. If this gavel 
succeeds in keeping 
that thought in the 
councillors' minds, 
the martyrdom of the 
Wolseley Elm will not 
have been in vain." 



A Wolseley Elm's Last 
Farewell 
by Lydia Sykes 

Weep not for me 
remember the joys of 
spring 
renewed life calling all 
birds 
"take shelter with me 
I will you 
from the glaring sun, 
the driving rain 
and the neighbour's 
cats" 
and they came 
robins, blue jays and 
sparrows 
to sing for you each 
morning. 

Remember too the 
aerialists 
who performed their 
'Cirque de Solei I ' 
while you sipped your 
morning coffee. 
Then like boastful 
children 
they stare into your eyes 
begging for accolades 
then hurry-scurry they 
leap away 
chattering" Have a 
dayl" 
-and you did. 

Remember when I 
beckoned you refuge 
from the blazing prairie 
sun 
that I would soothe your 
brow 
with gentle breath 
-and you came-
your children and theirs 
braved my majesty 
to claim their domain 
and the one who topped 
ladder heights 
"To see the birds" 
when he was only two. 

Wolsefey Elm Cynthia McGregor 

BECAUSE TREES 
by Lydia Sykes (edited by Ardythe Basham) 

This watercolour 
painting was on 
a photograph of the 
Wolseley Elm near the 
end of its life. 

The most fascinating 
part of the story of the 
Wolseley Elm involves 
the life of l'v1ary Ann 
(Kirton) Good, 
woman who planted it 
in 1860. The tree grew 
up with the city itself. 
tv1ary Ann's life and 
times are all intricately 
woven into the story of 
this elm. 

Watch for Cynthia 
McGregor's book on 
Mary Ann and her tree! 

Leslie and Lydia Sykes fell in love with the 1909-vintage house at 1320 
Wolseley in 1959. They were not discouraged by original wiring, lead pipes, and 
plumbing, with "the oak galvanized lined water closet. We had never seen such a 
toilet! The bowl was porcelain and it had the original oak toilet seat to match", or 
the original "enormous octopus armed furnace that dominated the entire 
basement. The original coal furnace was converted to oil and was fed from a 200 
gallon tank located in the corner of a coal blackened wall", or decor based on 
shades of grey. "Leslie muttered that someone's job jar would be crammed. I 
hoped that it would be ours." 

Read on and find out what happened the first morning in their new home. 

The next morning I lingered in bed while Leslie went to make coffee. He no 
sooner got to the kitchen when he called me to come down quick. I assumed he 
couldn't find what he was looking for. When I got down, I almost fainted. The cups 
were full of water. The ceiling below the bathtub sagged like an old mare's belly. It 
was a fibreboard ceiling held up by a moulding! With a sickening feeling we 
realized that two tubs of water had only one way to drain. We quickly emptied all 
the upper cupboards. Leslie then got a ladder, a crowbar and a bucket and 
proceeded to relieve some of the pressure. In an instant, a rush of water tore the 
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cupboards right off the wall; the counters started to swell like blotters; old plaster 
under the new ceiling came down and the inlaid floors started to curl and float. 
Water poured down the basement stairs and seeped through the rafters. Not only 
did we lose the kitchen, we couldn't use the tub, on our first day in paradise! 
Thankfully, insurance paid for the damage but not the plumbing break. We received 
the hefty sum of $325.00. With that cheque and a lot of hard work we were fully 
functional within a few weeks, all the while defending our choice to family and 
friends. Future jobs were a 'piece of cake'. 

As trees need children, we quickly obliged with four. They all climbed the 
trees. Tree forts and tire swings and boiling pots of mud gave way to teen~age 
wiener roasts and bon fires. Life under the trees was wonderful! 

We took in stride as elms were lost to floods and Dutch Elm Disease over 
the years, but when our cherished family elm, that we built our deck around, 
succumbed in July 1998, our family went into mourning. As limbs were cut, I wept. 
At night tears turned into words and I wrote my first adult poem, "A Wolseley Elms 
Last Farewell" as I said good~bye to our centenarian elm. 

After days of cutting and hauling, we were left with an eight foot high, four 
limbed stump for later removal. We had to save part of our tree that brought us 
forty years of joy. Our family delegated this task to me. After days of 
contemplation, I envisioned our four children in the four limbs. Leslie then phoned 
the Canadian Plains Gallery and they recommended Dwayne Ball, an amazingly 
talented, aboriginal wood carver. His artistic name is See-Bee [River of Life]. 
Dwayne was eager to try a non~traditional carving and thus created our "family 
tree". The wood carving was completed on July 9, 1999. Dwayne's artistic skills and 
sensitivity captured the spirit of our children's youth, and thanks to him, our tree 
lives on. 

Dwayne Ball and the Family Tree Photo: Lydia Sykes 
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A Wolseley Elm's Last 
Farewell 
(continued) 
Remember my autumn leaves? 
How could you forget. 
I heard you cursing softly under 
your breath 
as you raked piles of memories 
into mountains of laughter 
for the children 
who whirled and twirled 
until euphoric exhaustion 
silenced them. 
They gazed into my soul 
breathing the magic of 
childhood 
-but just for a moment-
then fully charged they stuffed 
these memories 
into tattered clothes 
incarnating old men-never 
women-
into goblins for Halloween night. 

At last my time-worn iimbs are 
freed 
from savage, piercing, arctic 
winds. 
Is that a tear? 
Let it be of joy 
gather your treasures 
-mind's diamonds-
revel in memories shared 
as I say farewell. 
Weep not for me. 



LANGSIDE - Community Activities, 1 

Photos: Linda Williams, W.B.N.H.R.C. 
Neighbourhood Cleanup Community Volunteers 

Ras Rico I and Nya Binghi Street Festival on Langside Street 
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CCORDING TO THE 1996 census, West 

Broadway is home for people of many ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds. At least 23 languages (besides English and French) 
are understood in West Broadway! Stories from several residents 
reflect the life experiences they bring to this neighbourhood. Also 

included are some of the organizations working in the West Broadway area. 

Being Part the Solution 
byRasRicol 

I came to live in Winnipeg in May 1996, while on my way to Vancouver to 
link up with a friend. I had previously visited here in 1982 to play the Winnipeg 
Folk Festival, and again in 1983 to play the w.a.g. I loved the place and on passing 
through in 1996 I decided to stay here for a while. I am still here and expect to be 
here a long time - barring being kicked out by the movers & shakers of the area. 

When I decided to live here, I had no idea what it was like; merely that the 
vibes was good. What is vibes compared to reality? In I reality vibes is the 
forerunner to reality; you feel it before it happens. So I felt it would be a good 
thing and it proved to be a good thing ... correction, a great thing. 

The first thing I noticed was the people - genuinely friendly, warm, down 
to earth, loveable and loving. This is diametrically opposed to my experiences in 
the big cities, Toronto, New York, Detroit, Montreal. Of particular note is the 
indifference and coldness of the latter named places. 

The second thing that I noticed was that there were a lot of boarded-up 
houses, dark spots on the streets and old furniture discarded in the laneways. Not 
surprisingly I met a lot of wonderful people here who were quite helpful in I 
transition to 'Peg life. At the same time, I met some who were resentful about I 
being here, and refused to lift a finger in assistance. When they did it was to 
intentionally mislead I. When I took up residence I noticed the media carried all 
negativity about the area. My personal view was that the area was no worse than 
most other places, but it was stigmatised more than others. 

In 1996 I wanted to help in some way, but did not know how or where. In 
1997 I decided that if I wanted to be part of the solution I had better get up and 
get moving. I did, through the West Broadway Neighbourhood Centre, the Housing 
Resource Centre, the West Broadway Gardening Group, and the West Broadway 
Development Corporation. That was to give I an opening to involve the rest of I 
community in the broader community. 
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GORDOI~ BELL 
PARENT SUPPORT 
PROJECT provides 
parenting 
courses/programs and 
parent/teen mediation 
to help keep young 
people in school and 
out of trouble. 



Go/den Lions of 
Winnipeg 
is a Rastafarian 
group in the West 
Broadway area 
which is involved in 
many community 
activities, including 
street festivals, 
spring clean-up, 
and community 
gardening, in 
cooperation with 
other community 
members. 
Nya Binghi is a 
Rastafari clan. 

The heart of I involvement was aided profoundly by the Housing Resource 
Centre, where I initially got involved with the block association (Langside Street), 
where I became the President. Subsequently, I got involved with Tenant/Landlord 
Cooperation, which was making an effort to improve housing in the area. Linda 
Williams, the coordinator of the W.B.N.H.R.C., connected with I and gave I some 
part-time work to help establish and consolidate the project, and involved I in the 
Street-Strolling project. These two projects are now the precedents for inner city 
revitalization. Revitalization is happening very rapidly in the area. I have one big 
concern. The process is centered on refurbishing houses to be sold. This could be 
a big problem, because the vast majority of the people (grassroots) cannot afford 
to BUY these houses - they mainly live in blocks. Consequently, gentrification will 
logically take place, and this wonderful Grassroots Utopia will be lost. 

At Home in Neighbourhood 
by Bongo Bob ISelassie Byanghi Congo I 

Since I've been in the West Broadway area 
I've stayed away from the hysteria, the more the merrier 
We start to climb over the barriers, On this aircraft carrier 
Full of space harriers, there's nothing to fear 
Just to try and keep a clean open air atmosphere 
There's nothing to beware, We must be where we feel 
most comfortable to bear our burdens and share, start to care 
and stop all the hurting that's in there, for our own welfare 
for only our ears to hear, our eyes see, with a cold stare 
we dry our tears, come away from despair, no need to compare 
with all our wares, we can build a brighter day, brighter year 
a brighter everywhere, it's truth or dare, it's time to reroute our gears 
as it becomes clear, we now know what we have to do to get there 
work together, work together, care for one another, sister brother, 
mother mother ... so many people 
love to chit chat, about this and that, but it's all good as long it's 
positive in the hood, and do what I WOUld, I know I should 
only good, I guess you could say J feel at home in this neighbourhood. 

My Daughter 
by Emily Rivers 

On October 6, 1999, I had my daughter at 213 Langside. It was a planned home 
birth with two midwives. She was born at 9:07 during a thunder storm. It was 
beautiful and positive. 
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STORIES 

My Grandparents 
by Sam Van Berkel 

My grandma and grandpa emigrated from Holland to Canada. They moved 
to Brandon and lived there for the rest of their lives. While there they had seven 
children. My father was the youngest of them all. They didn't have very much 
money and my father hated his family. My father moved away when he was 16 and 
went to live in Winnipeg. Life got better for my grandparents after they had lived 
here for awhile. 

My other grandfather came over seas and met my grandmother who also 
came over seas. My grandfather fought in WW2 and was a navigator on a Lancaster 
bomber & wrote a book about it. 

The Hard Way, Not the Easy Way 
by Bird 

My grandfather was a soldier who fought in the World War. He fought for 
13 years and won many medals. When he passed on in 1993 they had some big 
ceremony and they folded our Canadian flag on his grave and they played some 
kind of army music. My grandma got a whole bunch of medals but she didn't accept 
them because she said metal does not ease the pain of what the army took from 
me. When my grandpa came back from the war he was badly injured. A couple of 
thousand dinosaur years later it was healed with a limp. He could sometimes walk 
and sometimes he used a wheelchair. Not his choice, he was a proud man. He 
didn't like help from anyone. He didn't want help from his wife. So he usually 
stayed in bed and when it became summer of 1993 he decided it was time to come 
out of bed by himself and start the crops again. My grandma told him to stay in 
bed that day but he never listened to her. The following day he had a massive 
heart attack and died on the field that very day. That's what he had to do to prove 
himself as a man and by doing that he gave the rest of the family some rules, by 
saying we should always do things the hard way, not the easy way. 

My History 
by Ebony 

Back in the day when I was little we used to live in Blake Gardens. Me and 
my friends would go play at Eldon Ross pool when we go and play at Weston Park. 
We always did that every day. Then we'd play hide-n-seek around the area that we 
lived in at the time. We'd always tell the director that it was our birthday so we'd 
get free ice cream, go to the pet shop and see the animals. Me and my sister and 
friends would make secret hide-outs, and booby traps. I remember all of us being 
together and having fun. 
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Several students 
from Gordon Bell 
contributed stories 
about their families 
and life 
experiences. 
Blair Robillard 
helped to collect 
the stories. 

The Youth Builders 
Program is a 
cooperative 
partnership of 
Lions Club Housing 
Centres, Gordon 
Bell High School, 
and CEDA Youth 
Opportunity 
Project. 

Students are 
renovating a three
story duplex on 
Furby Street, to be 
used as a youth 
housing 
cooperative. 



PAINTING THE TOWN 

Check out the murals 
at Canada Vacuum, 
Food Fare, Halal 
Meats, Young 
Grocery, Broadway 
Pharmacy and 
several apartment 
buildings by local 
artists, Art City, 
Green Team. 

Here's a Of History About Me! 
by Angela Siaunwhite 

As a child I went to meetings of all kinds with my mother and I helped look 
after my little sister at the age of eight, so I basically had no childhood, or one you 
would call a childhood. I spent my time mainly looking for a good friend, one I 
could trust, and looking after my sister while my mother went in and out of the 
hospital ... 

I went to Pinkham Elementary, Hugh John MacDonald for Grade 7, 8 and 9. 
I was educated at Gordon Bell High School. My favourite things to do then were 
going to the park and playing with my little sister when she was about two and I 
was about ten. Now I try to go out with my friends to be what people would call a 
teenager. 

That's all I feel comfortable to tell you about my past. 

My Mom Swims in the Assiniboine 
bya Gordon Bell student 

My first impression of the Wolseley community wasn't great. Mom, Dad and 
all my 4 Siblings were looking at a house we were planning to buy. We had ridden 
our bikes and left them across the street. As we were looking at the outside of the 
house, I noticed someone come on his bike, pick up my bike and start riding away. 
I was only about 8 so I told my Mom right away. She went running after him like a 
lunatic! It was very amusing. 

Later on a rumor started going around about how my Mom swims in the 
Assiniboine River. Here is how it started: One day me, Mom and Dad went for a 
canoe ride in the Assiniboine. Our canoe got stuck on a rock so Mom got out of the 
canoe and pushed it off. If she had tried to get back in she would have tipped the 
canoe, so she swam to shore and walked home. 

COMING TO CANADA 

We Are Not Really On Our Own 
by Ciara Mayoralgo 

My aunt came to Canada in the early 80s, and she was the first of our 
family to come here. She learned on her own the "Canadian" ways, and eventually 
got a job. (I think back then, there were still little of Filipinos here). Finally, she 
sponsored my grandparents who eventually sponsored my family (mom, dad, and 
two sisters). We arrived here (in Winnipeg) in late 80s, in 1989. I was 4 years old. 
From then on, more family members from Philippines arrived, and we each had to 
go through what my aunt had gone through - except we are not really on our own. 
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They Had To Struggle 
by Yen Huynh 

In the early 1980s, many members of my dad's family did what they could 
to come to Canada. Before they got onto the boat each passenger had to pay a 
certain amount of gold. The cost depended on your height, your luggage, and how 
much you weigh. The first few weeks the boat ride was going very well. After a 
month of sitting on the boat, everyone was getting grumpy. The boat was running 
out of food. There were many who stole from my family for food. Three months 
passed and the water supply was running out. Many babies and elders died and 
were thrown down the sea. After 5 months on the boat, the captain spotted another 
ship near by and try to get closer. When they got really near the other ship, the 
captain realized it was a pirate ship. The pirate stole everything and burned the 
ship. Many people were drowning and some members of my family knew how to 
swim, so they taught others or helped them. After many hours they were rescued 
and taken to the refugee camp. They had to struggle to get to the camp. After 3 

years of living there, a family sponsored 2 members of my family. A year later 2 
members sponsored the rest of the family to Winnipeg. 

How My Family Came to Canada 
by a Gordon Bell student 

My family came to Canada over thirteen years ago to escape the war going 
on in Cambodia, between the Vietnamese and the Cambodians. My sister, brother 
and I were still very young to know what was going on then. But now I understand 
why they got angry at us when we fooled around, skipped class, etc. It was because 
of all the pain they had to go through to get to Canada. Like how my mom lost her 
first born baby boy to death when he was just a little baby. 

In Cambodia my mom would stay home to take care of my sisters and I, 
while my dad goes out to work. Some of the jobs my dad had were as a garbage 
man, preschool teacher, janitor, etc. But right now everything is the opposite, since 
now my mom is the one working and my dad is the one taking care of the house 
and us. 

LIONS HOUSING CENTRES West Broadway housing initiative includes 
generating 'healthy blocks' in West Broadway by restoring over 60 homes in 
clusters, promoting home ownership, stable residential and commercial tenancy 
and quality housing for owners and tenants. As the renovations and construction of 
these West Broadway homes and Wilson House continue, the Lions Club of 
Winnipeg Housing Centres has often been referred to as "the catalyst of hope" with 
other homeowners working to improve their homes and properties following the 
Housing Centres' lead. As growth, development and rejuvenation continue in West 
Broadway herald West Broadway's potential to flourish as one of Winnipeg's most 
prosperous communities, just as it was 100 years ago. (Brent Phillips) 
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URBAN SPORTS 
CAMP at Broadway 
Neighbourhood 
Centre offers 
unusual and 
interesting 
programs for 
neighbourhood 
youth. 

Not just for sports, 
young people also 
get help staying in 
school and earning 
independent living. 

"We don't have 
typical programs, 
but things they 
wouldn't 
experience 
anywhere else ... " 

"Almost everyone 
in the community, 
from the drug store 
to the hair salon, 
donates 
something." 

co-ordinator 
Spatch Mulhall 
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by Kenny Costa 

My family can be considered an immigrant family new to Canada. Economic 
conditions in our homeland, Azores (islands in the Atlantic belonging to Portugal) 
were horrible. A dictatorship had been in place for almost fifty years. My mother's 
side of the family had come over to Winnipeg because of family already established 
here. The family who is technically not related to me came here in the 50s because 
the government of Canada offered jobs to anyone who would be willing to come 
over. The job offered to them was in Winnipeg and because of that, my aunt 
followed them and then my grandmother followed my aunt. lV1y mother was only 8 
months old when she came here so you can technically call her an immigrant. My 
mother met my father while vacationing in the Azores. Soon they got married and 
stayed in the Azores for a year before coming back to Winnipeg. At the time they 
came back, my mother was five months pregnant so J guess you can say I was Made 
in Portugal. 

I was born with a physical defect called a cleft palate meaning that a part of 
my upper mouth was missing. They performed two operations on me which closed 
the hole. I am to have a third operation soon after I'm done puberty to finish off my 
treatment. 

I only know of one person who really took part in a significant part of 
history. Just before the revolution of 1974 which broke down the dictatorship and 
introduced democracy, Portugal owned territories in Africa such as Angola and 
Mozambique. These territories were violently rebelling against their Portuguese 
overlords. My uncle fought for the Portuguese in Angola until the revolution in 
1974 in Portugal. When democracy came to Portugal, independence was granted to 
the territories and military forces were disbanded. Unfortunately my uncle will not 
talk of the war and so I don't know any more than the fact that he fought in Angola. 

WESTMINSTER HOUSING SOCIETY is a project begun by Westminster Church 
in 1989 to provide quality low-rental housing. The Co-op has built two townhouse 
complexes on Maryland and has renovated 5 houses in West Broadway. In 2000 the 
society is building two duplexes on Alloway, replacing two houses too run-down for 
renovation. 

The first project, Westminster Co-op at 145 Maryland, is now owned and 
managed by the resident members. 

Some other WHS houses are at 217 spence, 182 Spence, 189 Spence, and 
1 31 Langside. Renovated to meet modern building codes, these houses are once 
again comfortable family homes. 
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FACING PAGE: 

Art City Photocollage 
by Phil Dupas / 
Accent Graphics 

Carla Kematch, 
Director, upper right 
Wanda Koop, 
founder, centre right 
"My dream is that 
beside every sports 
arena we will have 
an Art City. " 
Wanda 

Art City was founded 
in the SUrf,mer of 
1998 and provides 
free art programs for 
youth in West 
Broadway. These 
wonderfully creative 
young people and 
staff members have 
produced murals, 
window displays, 
masks, and much 
more. Their project 
for the summer of 
2000 is an 
interactive Disco Van 
with visiting artists 
Ken Gerberick from 
BC and Andrew 
Forster and Robin 
McCullough from 
Montreal 



West Broadway Community 
by Brenda Howat, April 2000 

West Broadway Community Ministry had its beginnings in the mid 1960's, 
when hundreds of young people travelled across Canada in search of their own kind 
of peace. While some people in Winnipeg were angry and uncomfortable with the 
influx of transient young people, members of All Saints' Anglican Church, right 
across the street from Memorial Park, recognized this as an opportunity to help and 
support youth in times of change. Under the direction of Tony Harwood-Jones, they 
began a program called CRYPT (Caring Resources for Young People Travelling). 
CRYPT provided a place to clean up and get a good meal, and a ministry of 
presence for those who needed a friendly listener. 

In the late 60s, Rev. Bill Cross of United Church and Rev. Eric Bays, Rector 
of All Saints' developed a strong professional and personal bond, which spilled 
over into their respective congregations. West Broadway Community Ministry was 
born out of the need for a coordinated church presence to respond to the people 
of the community. In 1971, All Saints' and Young jointly hired a youth worker, 
Wayne Barr, to develop and support programs for children and families living in the 
area of the two churches. 

In 1979 the ministry was legally incorporated as West Broadway 
Community Services, Inc., to broaden the funding base into government and 
community, as well as church-based, resources. Over the years the ecumenical 
basis of the ministry has broadened as well, to include Mennonite, Catholic and 
Jewish participation. 

Since June, 1998 Rev. Barbara Andrews of the Anglican Church has been 
the Community Minister. West Broadway Community Ministry has provided a number 
of outreach programs since its inception, all focussed on meeting the social, 
physical and spiritual needs of people in our neighbourhood. When Young was 
destroyed by fire in December, 1987, West Broadway Community Ministry was left 
homeless. The community ministry operated at a small "hole-in-the-wall" at 563 for 
two years. From 1990 to 1993, during the reconstruction on the Young Church site, 
the ministry moved back into All Saints'. In October, 1993, West Broadway 
Community Ministry proudly took its place as a co-tenant of Crossways-In-Common, 
sharing space, programs and commitment to the community with Young United 
Church, Hope Mennonite Church, West Broadway Youth Outreach, West Broadway 
Day Nursery Center, and Artemis Housing Co-op. 

The Community Ministry could not exist without its loyal and talented 
volunteers from the two sponsoring churches and from the West Broadway 
community as well as from other churches. Many of our most committed volunteers 
begin their involvement as recipients of services or participants in programs, then 
return to give something back to the community by helping others. OUf volunteers 
truly are the heart of our ministry; in 1999, they recorded 6854 hours of work at 
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the Drop-In and 1570 hours at the Food Club, providing food, hospitality, a 
listening ear, training programs In computer skills, food preparation, child care and 
development, crafts, weekly worship services, emergency food kits, phone, laundry 
and shower facilities to over 15,000 visitors to the Drop-In and more than 600 
individuals and families through the Food Club. In April, 2000, the volunteers of 
West Broadway Community Ministry were honoured to be chosen as recipients of a 
Mayor's Volunteer Service Award. 

Rev. Bill Cross reminded us of our origins when he said, "The unique gift of 
West Broadway Community Ministry is the acknowledged spiritual presence which 
guides us." With the constant help of the Spirit, we will be an on-going presence in 
this community to nurture and empower people to develop their skills and abilities, 
to promote self-sufficiency and leadership, and to advocate with our neighbours for 
justice issues within the inner city. 

All Saints' Anglican Church, Summer 2000 

One of the parent churches of West Broadway Community Ministry 

Mural, Canada Vacuum, 
Broadway and Balmoral 
Summer 2000 

Former home of the Times Soda Bar! 
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COMMUNITY and Now 

Legislative Grounds, Depression Photo: Nicholas Morant, WCPI 

The most famous bus stop in Winnipeg, Summer 2000 Photo: Anne Barr 
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During the Depression the 
Legislative grounds were 
used to grow vegetables 
for the families on relief. 

COIV1MUNITY GARDENS 
have a long history in West 
Broadway. The site of 
Broadway Neighbourhood 
Centre was a Victory 
Garden in 1916 (raided by 
neighbourhood boys for 
potatoes and carrots!) In 
the 1940s and 50s it was 
a community garden, 
much regretted when it 
became the Broadway 
Optimist Community 
Centre. 



THE HOMES? 
gardens are unique, blending coloriul annuals with dependable 
perennials, shrubs and large shade trees that complement the 
architectural details of the homes, built at a time when mouldings, 
frames and even window boxes were custom built. There are tiny 

yards that have been transformed into scented retreats, meditation gardens and 
public spaces that invite strangers to become neighbors. - Eva Weidman 

Throughout Wolseley, West Broadway and Armstrong's Point are gardens 
of every size and type - community, public and private. In West Broadway are 
Mostyn Park, adopted by community groups, the Spence Riverside Park and 
wildflower garden behind Riverview Mansionsdeveloped by the Urban Green Team 
and the city's Urban Naturalist Program, and the carefully-landscaped grounds of 
Great West Life. The University Women's Club seeks to restore a heritage garden at 
the Ralph Connor House, and homeowners on Armstrong's Point have developed 
imaginative and creative gardens. The Wolseley Garden Society has adopted Nellie 
McClung Park opposite laura Secord School. Urban Green Teams keep the grounds 
of Robert A. Steen blooming. Some of our gardeners have stories to tell. 

Community Gardens 
by Alana Daley 

Living on Dundurn Place, a stay-at-home mother of a young child, I often 
felt isolated. My brother Dan, introduced me to Tannis Whitford, who introduced me 
to Earth Corps, a grass roots organization promoting environmental awareness and 
community-building projects. One of their initiatives was a community gardening 
project. They approached the owners of several vacant, decrepit lots in the area for 
permission to develop them as gardens. Most of the lots were on old foundations 
of buildings and houses, long since torn down. Cement, rebar, light standards, rock 
and rubble had to be hauled away before gardening could begin. Area residents 
interested in growing their own produce and flowers to beautify the area came to 
Earth Corps and to the garden sites to begin the backbreaking work of digging up 
the solidly packed, backfilled ground. With the assistance of provincial programs 
and then city councillor, Glen Murray. Earth Corps obtained the resources to 
transform garbage strewn, community eyesores into productive garden spaces. 
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SPONSORS: 

Wanted: Grassroots 

GREEN PARTY OF 
MANITOBA 
488-Z831 
www.greenparty.mb.ca 

THE WOLSELEY POST 
www.wolseleypost.mb.ca 

HERITAGE TREES 

A sister tree to the 
Wolseley Elm survives 
at 1175 Wolseley 
Avenue. 

Other heritage trees: 

Green Ash 
268 Aubrey 

The Westgate Elm 
- 1 50 Westgate 

One of the original 
plantings around 
Bannatyne's Castle 



As a child, each year I 
helped plant and tend 
the large garden that 
supplemented my 
family's winter food 
supply. My maternal 
grandmother, Annie 
Stadnyk, also had a 
large, impressive 
garden. She had an 
intrinsic understanding 
of nature's ways of 
perpetuating life. My 
grandmother's innate 
understanding of 
nature and her 
connection with it has 
had a lasting impact 
on me. Spending time 
with her in her garden 
was always a very 
special time for me. 

-Alana 

Area residents worked together to produce food, plant flowers and cultivate a 
sense of community. Living in an apartment without space for gardening, I jumped 
at the chance to join the gardening project. 

When Earth Corps folded in 1995, I saw that the gardens would deteriorate 
and return to their pre-garden state. With no one interested in taking on Earth 
Corp's role I took on coordinating some of the remaining gardens. With the help of 
community activists and the support of the West Broadway South Sherbrook BIZ 
Association, the West Broadway Community Ministry, businesses in and outside the 
community, and councillor Murray, amongst many others, we maintaned some of 
the gardens a while longer. A great deal of time and energy is needed to 
coordinate community gardens and without a dedicated group to organize full-time, 
it was not possible to maintain all the gardens. 

Today, one of the original gardens remains on Sherbrook Street just south 
of Broadway. At the front of the Sherbrook garden indigenous wildflowers grow to 
attract butterflies and to draw smiles. In the summer when tiny seed sprouts have 
surpassed their delicate, vulnerable stage the garden is a fresh, lush, green 
expanse in an environment which is otherwise bricks, mortar and asphalt. It is a 
welcoming place where people walking and driving by often stop to admire the 
gardens, chat for few moments and share a gardening story of their own. 

After five years of coordinating the gardens and since losing my own 
special garden, where I planted my grandmother's flowers as a memorial to her on 
her death, to development on Furby Street, I am moving on to let others take up 
the task of coordinating the Sherbook garden. My son was two years old when we 
started spending time in the garden together. At the age of nine years he has 
experienced the many special pleasures of gardening: of planting seeds, waiting in 
excited anticipation for them to sprout, marvelling at the remarkable growth that 
comes out of such tiny seeds, eating sweet peas off the vine on summer days, and 
eating your own canned summer tomatoes in th,e middle of winter. I hope many 
more families continue to benefit from the gardens, as I was able to with my son. I 
hope the community fills with many more gardens in the future. 

The Sherbrook garden has been maintained through the hard work of the 
gardeners and the continued support and generosity of area organizations such as 
Armstrong's Point Residents' Association, the Broadway Neighbourhood Centre, the 
West Broadway Development Corporation, public representatives like Jean Friesen, 
MLA for Wolseley and Jenny Gerbasi, city councillor. Many other supporters have 
made the gardens a reality; their support haS been integral to the success of the 
garden and they are gratefully acknowledged on a sign at the north entrance. 
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The Bus Stop Garden 
by Sally Papso 

I suppose every house, just by its nature, has a history, famous or not. 
When I became the owner of the house at 73 Arlington Street in December of 1989 
I didn't think there might be anything particularly historically significant or famous 
about this house. However, one day when I was painting the outside of the house, 
changing it from that deep eN red to a blue, an elderly woman stopped by to say 
that she didn't think she liked the change. She informed me that "this house had 
been red for a long time don't you know" and was recognized as a meeting place, 
or a beacon of direction: lithe little red house by the bus stop." When I was doing 
some renovations, I found stashed away in the walls a Free Press dated December 
30, 1911, so I knew the house had been built by this time. 

Today the house at 73 Arlington Street is still identified by its connection 
to the bus stop but for different reasons than being red. Today it might be 
"historically" remembered as the house near Wolseley and Arlington with the bus 
stop garden, or even perhaps, for the little red garbage can (stolen once) or for 
the wooden bench (too low for old knees and also been stolen once), or for the 
strange and whimsical flags (the community favourite being the red "lit-up" long 
johns), or perhaps even for the slightly eccentric woman whose garden it is. 

I'm told that my garden on the boulevard has helped towards the 
"transformation of the community." I would like to credit myself with having this in 
mind when I turned that first boulevard sad, but I did not. I must confess my 
motives were far less visionary. However, I do like the results! 

Why did I decide to plant the bus stop garden, I'm always asked. I wanted 
to do something to change the look of the bus stop because it seemed so 
desolate, forlorn and a little bit grubby. I did not want something in front of my 
house looking like that. That year, because of budget cutbacks, the city announced 
that residents had to be responsible for maintenance of our boulevards. I took 
them seriously and decided it gave me "free license" to be a little creative. So I 
thought of making the bus stop a garden, because it seemed a natural extension of 
my front yard and I did want to make catching the bus a more pleasant experience. 

But it really comes from a place in the heart. I work as a counsellor for the 
Manitoba government in Juvenile Corrections and also in private practice. I am also 
a survivor and much of my work is with others who are learning also to survive, so I 
have learned to pay attention to the conditions for healing. Making a garden is a 
natural and necessary part of my life. My self care and healing is my garden and I 
think that it is so for others. One has only to walk through our community in 
Wolseley to know this. 

Who could have guessed that this little bit of garden at a bus stop would 
have such a profound impact on a community and that it would generate such 
interest and movement from so many directions? 
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THE ARLINGTON OAK 

Among all the elms in 
Wolseley there is an 
oak at 78 Arlington 
Street. The story is 
that when the street 
and the trees were 
young, there was an 
elm sapling here. A 
certain deliveryman 
used to tie his horse to 
the sapling, and the 
horse would nibble at 
it. The young tree died. 
The homeowner 
planted an oak in its 
place. The oak tasted 
bitter, the horse didn't 
nibble on it, and it 
survived. And here are 
the !eaves to prove it. 

Melinda Bowden told 
Don and Sally, and 
they told me, so it 

must be true! 



81-83 Lenore 
is an interesting 
conversion of two 
identical 1911 
houses into a 
condominium. Murray 
Lloy bought the very 
run down boarding 
houses and began 
the renovation in the 
early 1980s. The 
foyer between the 
buildings used 
leaded glass 
windows and doors 
from the old 5t. 
Joseph's Orphanage. 

Imagine my surprise when Gordon Sinclair Jr. knocked on my door one day 
asking about this garden. He wrote the first article about it for the Free Press. A 
couple of T.V channels featured the garden on their six o'clock news. A fellow in 
Arkansas, hearing an interview on C.B.C's As It Happens, wanted the address so he 
could drive up and see it! Peter Warren from CJOB supportively referred to it as an 
"act of civil disobedience," but "a necessary and unique one because the people 
who are breaking the law are merely spreading beauty and joy." (I did not mean to 
be committing an "act of civil disobedience" as I didn't know planting flowers on 
the boulevard was breaking the law.) Jean Friesen, M.L.A. for Wolseley and Mayor 
Susan Thompson (1997) both wrote a letter of thanks as did the City of Winnipeg 
Transit Department, quoting bus drivers as saying "it was a welcome sight for road 
weary eyes." Canadian Living published an article written by Wolseley's very own 
Eva Weidman, and so did Canadian Gardening. It was this article that Jean Friesen 
noted in the formal records of the Manitoba Legislature. She did this because this 
article recognized nationally the gardening contributions of the Wolseley residents. 
Good on us all Wolseley! 

Besides all this media activity, the street became more active with 
interested onlookers, and my mailbox also came alive with individual notes, letters, 
poems, and thank-yous. But the absolute greatest spill off from this garden at the 
bus stop was from my community neighbours and peers. Just look at ourselves and 
what we have done! One by one, house by house, street by street, block by block, 
boulevard by boulevard, we all began to carve out gardens everywhere in all kinds 
of beautifully creative ways, spilling over into one great big continuous garden. 
What a glorious and prideful sight, Wolseley! What a gift we have all given to 
ourselves, to each other, and to our entire community. Together we have 
transformed it. What a wonderful way to be remembered in historyl 

Misericordia Place South Courtyard 
Several houses and small apartment buildings on the east side of Furby 

were demolished to make way for the new seniors' residence, part of Misericordia's 

transformation into a long term and urgent care facility. Misericordia has used 

community consultations to find ways to integrate this large building into the 

community. As part of the community process, the south courtyard will incorporate 

coloured cement blocks designed by area .residents, and other ideas from 

community consultations. The community garden on Furby was lost to development 

but the courtyard will also serve to make Misericordia Place part of the community, 

not just a large brick building sitting in splendid isolation. Misericordia Place is also 

working with the Day Care and with Mulvey School to connect the children with the 

senior residents. 
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HIS FORMER M 
garden has been the focus of community activism for at least 50 years, 
as residents and community groups fought to protect the creek and 
surrounding land as an urban greenspace. Nowhere else in Wolseley are 

the conflicting demands of commercial, residential and public use more apparent. For 
the present public use as a park and nature preserve is predominant. 

John Omand owned the land around the creek from 1858 to 1882 and built 
at least three houses on it. Frederick Salter had a market garden from the 1880s. 
Salter built the original Pioneer Lodge at 1338 Wolseley and developed his land 
into a beautiful park-like setting. Some of the land was sold for housing and the 
present Mennonite Brethren Church and part of the land has been developed 
commercially - Rae & Jerry's, Home Depot. Over the years many people in the 
community have come forward to protect the park and creek. Ed Russenholt 
spearheaded the first move to have the property kept as a park and developed for 
recreational purposes. The Isaac Brock and Wolseley Residents' Associations, city 
councillors Harvey Smith, Frank Johnson, and Harold Taylor, Roger Geeves and 
Friends of Omand's Creek, MLAs Jean Friesen and MaryAnn Mihychuk are only a few 
of the many people who have worked over the last 20 years to maintain this area 
as a public space and more recently to restore Omand's Creek as a natural habitat. 
The story of Omand's Creek deserves its own book. 

STORIES: 
Dr. Donald Faison Mcintyre 
"In 1892 my father decided to give us a taste of country life and we moved to a 

house in St. James now occupied by Rae & Jerry's Restaurant. There was a pump in 

front where people used to water their horses. There was very little building from 

Maryland Street west. A few of the old farms were still being operated. There were 

narrow river lots which ran from the river to Notre Dame Avenue." The family owned 

a horse and a cow a half-Jersey, half short-horn - and made their own butter: 

On one occasion Donald, aged 7, and his 10-year-old brother Murray were 
to take the cow and calf to Gavin Kerr's farm past Sturgeon Creek. Near (present) 
Polo Park the calf took off for a herd of cattle a mile north of Portage Avenue. The 
boys reached Deer Lodge at noon and tied the cow to Sir Donald Smith's fence. By 
6 o'clock they reached Sturgeon Creek where the cow became mired. Gavin Kerr 
came with a team and pulled her out and drove the boys home. (Mcintyre family 
history, Mary-Elizabeth Mcintyre Malmaeus) 
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Bluestem Nature Park 
at Omand's Creek is an 
oasis for wildlife in the 
heart of Winnipeg. The 
creek and the lands 
along its bank provide 
habitat for a 
community of plants 
and animals that 
otherwise VJould not 
survive in the midst of 
a large city. f"'laliards, 
great blue herons, 
muskrats, jack rabbits, 
painted turtles and 
many others use 
Omand's Creek. 

The long-term goal is 
to link Bluestem with 
other surviving 
stretches of creek to 
form a natural corridor 
through the city. 



SWAlllCE COMPANY - Omand's Creek 

Many people know that ice was made at Omand's Creek by the David Swaillce Company. Mr. Swall's daughter 
Eleanor contributed family photos and an explanation of the ice conveyor system. She notes that the company used 
only city water for its ice, NOT river water! 

Swail Ice Co. Conveyor System 
Photos: Eleanor SwaB Dines 

Upper Left: 

Ice Slide on south side of Portage Avenue. 
The ice slides down and under the bridge over Omand's Creek. 
The ice pond is the present site of the baseball diamond. 

Lower Left: 

Conveyor belt picks up blocks of ice on north side of Portage 
Avenue and then shunts them over to one of the two ice houses 
(present site of Rae & Jerry's). 
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Below: 
David Swaillce Wagon, 1930s 

"Made from City Water". 



Forty years later the Swail family owned the same house and operated their 

business, David Swail Ice &. Coal Company, next door at 1405 Portage Avenue. 

Eleanor's brother Bryan and his wife lived in the same house years later. The Swail 

children enjoyed a happy childhood growing up in the semi-rural west end, as 

Eleanor Dines' story shows. The accompanying pictures also explain how the ice 

got from the ponds at Omand's Creek to the ice houses across Portage. 

Reflections from Eleanor Dines 
In the 30s my dad had an ice pond near Ellice &. 5t James Street on the 

open prairie. Then he moved to the Omand's Creek property where his second pond 
was excavated on the south side of Portage in the early 40s. The earth was 
dredged out &. piled on the sides to make one big depression. The ring or rim 
around the outside of the ice pond made a wonderful place for riding a horse. I 
often rode my horses around and around the rim. It was very handy, having our 
house next door to the business which bordered the east side of the creek. Right 
behind our home was a small barn for the work horses with a smithy for visiting 
blacksmiths. We had chickens and I'm quite sure one year we kept a cow as there 
were no restrictions then. 

In the summer months, the horses and wagons delivered ice. The horses 
knew their routes and where to stop! The kids followed the wagons to get ice chips 
on hot days. In the winter, horses &. sleighs (and eventually trucks) were used to 
deliver coal and coke to the same customers. 

I used to come home from school and get saddled up to go for a ride on 
the open prairies. There were no barriers if you kept between 5t. James Street on 
the west and Strathcona Street on the east and headed north of our property, the 
golf course and the race track. Omand's Creek twisted and turned gracefully as it 
wandered through this marvelous pristine strip of prairie. 

Going along Portage Avenue under the Midland Railway, one came to 
Sanford Street and then courts, a 9-hole golf course and the toboggan slides 
nestled right next to Polo Park Race Track on their western side. The race track was 
in existence until 1957. Our barn for riding horses and race horses was on the west 
side of St. James Street, a gravel road in the 30s and 40s. My father and I rode the 
race horses on the race track during the winter months with their permission. 

It was a most wonderful place to grow up! We played baseball north of my 
Dad's ice houses; we tobogganed on the slopes of Omand's Creek near Rae &. 
Jerry's present restaurant, and we could ski on the golf course as there were nice 
slopes down to the creek west of the R. R. tracks &. trestle bridge. We played in the 
creek in the spring and summer as well. 

The business was sold in 1947 to the Arctic ice Co. Ice was on the wane 
and refrigeration was peaking. Commercial and residential development was 
overtaking Omand's Creek and the property around St. James Church. 
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SPONSORS: 

Our neighbourhood 
a great place to live! 

Joy SIMPSON, 
Don & Duncan 
SOURISSEAU 

ELEANOR SWAIL 
DINES 
Daughter of David Swail 
DAVID SWAIL ICE 
& COAL CO. 

D. BRYAN and 
BINNIE SWAIL 
Toronto, Ontario 



Caricature of John T ullie Speirs, c. 1909 PAM 

.I. T. SI'e:lll,; 

Speirs-Parnell Delivery Wagon, c. 1914 
Photo: PAM 

(Foote 960) (also seen on 
cover) 

We Knead It You Need It 

John Tullie Speirs and Edward Parnell were the owners of Speirs-Parnell, a large bakery with branches in Winnipeg 
and Ontario. The Speirs family built a house at 6 Middle Gate in 1915, and the Parnells bought 826 Wolseley c. 
1912. Edward Parnell was a member of the Committee of 1000 during the General Strike, and was twice elected 
mayor of Winnipeg, 1921 and 1922. 
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Tall Grass Prairie, 2000 
Photo: Anne Barr 

Originally a grocery/ 
confectionery for over fifty 
years, then a laundromat, 
bakery, and vegan deli, 
Tall Grass Prairie Bakery 
today is the home of 
wonderful cinnamon buns 
and bread that is truly the 
staff of life, not to mention 
the best chocolate chip 
cookies in the 
neighbourhood. 



LL OF US SHARE a need for food not 
just to survive but to enjoy and share. Whether it is bannock 
cooked over an open fire, porridge in a settler's cabin, a 
wedding reception on Armstrong's Point, a spaghetti dinner at 
Crossways-in-Common, hot dogs at a community centre 
gathering, gourmet food from a local grocery - all offer 

nourishment, but also a chance to share with our families, neighbours and friends. 

A BASKET 
by Mary Jane Eason 

Food and food services in the Wolseley area occupy a very prominent 
place. Nowhere in Winnipeg can one find a community of people whose ideas about 
food cover such a broad range of ethics, justice, environmentalism, philosophy, 
politics and spirituality. There is diversity here. Residents support the local 
businesses. The acceptance of small is beautiful drives the Wolseley business and 
enhances the community spirit. 

Aside from the small grocery stores in the area and the somewhat larger 
ones such as Food Fare and Harry's Foods there are some unique alternative 
lifestyle stores. For well over twenty years the Harvest Collective has been the 
outlet for certified organic foods. When it closed its doors last summer (1998), the 
only outlet for organic foods in the area was gone. However, the vacuum was soon 
filled when Gerry and ludith Dickson took up the challenge of reopening the store, 
renamed Organza. The store was re-designed to provide a pleasant, clean comer 
store ambience. The new look reflects the owners' intent on providing a friendly 
non-elitist atmosphere. There is something for everyone. ludith's involvement with 
food is pure magic, pure spirit. Passion bristles in her words as she described her 
distress at the closing of Harvest, how she felt trapped and increasingly angry at 
the "forced choices" of mainstream stores. Judith comes from the Macedonian 
tradition and culture of good food where almost everything eaten was home made. 
The artificially-low cost of mass-market food does not take into account the 
environmental impact of chemical farming on the air, water and soil. 
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SPONSORS: 

HARRY'S FOODS 
905 Portage Avenue 
A Part of 
Your Community 

MINUTE MUFFLER 
& BRAKE 
970 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg 

RIVER CITY 
PERFORMANCE 
970 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg 



SPONSORS: 

The PARKES 
Family 
Gany, Becky, 
Brad and 
Andrew 
Wolseley 

a great place 
to have called 
home 

"To our family 
and friends of 
the World, may 
peace be with 
you in the new 
Millennium." 

The PROUTT 
Family 

Just two bites out of an oatmeal cookie and you can find Fair Trade coffee 
at Humboldt's Legacy. Unlike plantation-style coffee, Fair Trade trees are grown in 
the natural shady jungle habitat. Fair Trade coffee guarantees the growers a fair 
price, unlike other types of coffee where jobbers profit and the growers get a 
pittance. 

In 1977 Karen Johannson opened Mrs. Lipton's Restaurant in The large 
brick building at the corner of Westminster and Lipton. For 16 years she baked her 
own bread and pitas, made her own yogurt and prepared home cooked meals for 
grateful customers. Later this establishment was shared by Ardjuna's, offering 
Indonesian cuisine in the evening. Mrs. Lipton's Restaurant closed June 30, 1993. 
"That day was like a funeral," she said. "People were bringing flowers." Another 
metamorphosis and voila!, falling back on her Fine Arts degree, Karen opened the 
Lipton St Studio. 

The Tall Grass Bread Company was the offspring of the Grain of Wheat 
Church Community. Communal bread making began in space rented from st. 
Margaret's Anglican Church. This spot became a Bread Co-op. When some of the 
founding members moved away to form a farming community, a new core group 
emerged as Tall Grass Bread Company. The bakery which grew out of this shared 
activity pays farmers a fair price for growing crops without violence to people, 
animals or land. Tall Grass Prairie Bakery does business with a consortium of 
farming people. The bakery is a reminder that not all bread is created equal. What 
you get is quality and authentic nutritional value. Even the white flour (lightly 
sifted) has more nutritional value than the whole wheat flour sold elsewhere. 

During the week, Wolseley residents are the main clientele, but on 
Saturday people from every part of the city descend upon the bakery to buy a 
freshly baked stone-ground breads, cookies, cakes, loaves and their famed 
cinnamon buns as well as Trappist cheese. The bakery also supplies bread to the 
Wolseley Elm Restaurant. "None of us had mon~y, the banks left us out--no one 
prepared us to succeed" says Tabitha, one of the partners. This small business 
flourishes without a penny of government support and provides 12 full time jobs. 

Nearby is the Wolseley Elm Restaurant;. a unique eatery that borrowed its 
name from the historic elm tree. I am told that the restaurant was visioned in a 
dream as a place where people could come together in a home-like setting to enjoy 
home cooked foods, vegetarian cuisine or an awesome dish of mussels. The 
establishment serves only organically grown food. The wooden floors and 
hardwood trimmings hearken back to the elm tree. The soft tastefully decorated 
rooms are accented with rustic scenes. Sunday brunch makes for busy mornings at 
the Wolseley Elm. 

Very different from the majority of Wolseley food establishments towers 
the highly successful business of De Luca & Alba. In 1969, De Luca's began as a 
grocery store and small restaurant, featuring authentic Italian food. The store sells 
homemade Italian foods, specialty meats and cheeses, and all kinds of imported 
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and fresh products, and operates a fully licensed restaurant and popular cooking 
school. The store is a delight for the discerning shopper, the gourmet chef and the 
food connoisseur. 

What about the residents of Wolse!ey? What do they look for in food? My 
sample cited wholeness and beauty. Food should be unprocessed, natural and 
alive in both taste and flavour. 

Some people like to try new things, grow their own sprouts, make their own 
juice. luice from carrots, apples and ginger root is a real immune booster. In the 
Wolseley area, items such as tofu, miso, wasabi, sushi, couscous and balsamic 
vinegar seem to be standard choices. 

Wolseley is a village, a great place to be. If you need bread, there's Tall 
Grass, if you need exotic cheese, pickled eggplant or great sausage, there's De 
Luca's, if you need to eat out, there's the Wolseley Elm, if you want tofu or miso, 
there's Organza. "The vegetables calling out to me," is the way one person 
describes her affinity to the good foods in the Wolseley area. 

Mary Jane Eason lives and operates a cooking school in Wolseley. 

RECIPES FROM OUR ISTORY 
Pemmican 

Pemmican was a staple food for the fur trade. William Butler learned about it 
travelling to Red River in 1869. 

Thinly-sliced meat, traditionally buffalo, was dried in the sun or over a slow 
fire. It was pounded into flakes, put into large hide bags, and melted fat poured 
over it. Dried berries were often added for additional flavour. A sack of pemmican 
contained fifty pounds of "beat meat", forty pounds of fat, and ten pounds of 
berries and sugar. The sack was flattened out and in this shape could be stacked 
like wood and would keep for years. 

Butler described the most common ways of preparing it, rubeiboo and 
richat (rubaboo and rowshow, or rechauffe.) Rubaboo was a thick soup made with 
pemmican, onions, potatoes and water, while pemmican rechauffe was mixed with 
flour and fried in a pan. 

Modern versions which may be more palatable and health-conscious follow -even 
a non-meat version. 
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If any person should 
feel inclined to ask, 
"What does 
pemmican taste 
like?" I can only reply 
"Like pemmican," 
there is nothing else 
in the world that 
bears to it the 
slightest 
resemblance. 

WIlliam F. Butler, 
The Great Lone 
Land, p. 153 



OSMOND'S GROCERY 
at 49 Arlington was 
one of the last 
corner stores in 
Wolseley. Harry and 
Babe lV1ichaelis had 
operated the store 
for over 50 years 
when they retired in 
the late 1980s. 

Corner stores like 
this one carried 
many customers 
through hard times 
in the 30s and the 
war years, but 
competition from 
supermarkets forced 
most of them out of 
business. 

Surviving small 
stores often branch 
out into video rentals 
and lottery tickets 
and open long hours 
to stay afloat. 

Saskatoon Pemmican 

1 c Jerky; beef or venison 1 c Dried Saskatoons or dried blueberries 
1 c Unroasted sunflower seeds or crushed nuts of any kind 
2 ts Honey 1/4 c Peanut butter 1/2 ts Cayenne [optional] 

This version uses peanut butter rather than melted fat as the binding 
agent. Grind [or pound] the dried meat to a mealy powder. Add the dried berries & 
seeds or nuts. Heat honey, peanut butter & cayenne until softened. Blend. When 
cooled, store in a plastic bag or sausage casing in a cool dry place. It will keep for 
months. 

Edible Wild Fruits and Nuts of Canada, National Museums of Canada 
ISBN 0-660-00128-4 

"Western" Pemmican (Meatless) Servings: Five-Ten 
This recipe comes from a collection of Native American recipes found at the 

Native American Technology and Art website, and was offered by Tall Mountain & 
Summerwolf (French/ Danish/ English/ Lenape) - handed down from family & 
friends. 

Ingredients: 
2 cups raisins 2 cups dates Honey (enough for a binder) 
2 cups nuts (peanuts, cashews, walnuts, etc.) 

Preparation: 
Grind together all ingredients except honey. Add honey a little at a time, 

mixing well until moist enough to mold well and hold shape. Pour into a pan until 
about 3/4 inch thick, or mold directly into bars. Refrigerate and cut off bars from 
the pan; wrap in aluminum foil. 

Note: This was originally a cold climate trail food, very high in fat (suet). The 
recipe substitutes honey instead of suet for a bi'nder, but suet can be substituted 
for a cold weather trip. 

Bannock: The Fur Traders' And Settlers' Daily Bread 
contributed by Brian Orvis 

Bannock is an extremely variable and fascinatinq form of food. It has 
existed for over 1000 years and in countless forms. The word itself is thought to be 
from the Latin word panicum, or "bread of communion". Over the ages, 
characteristics of bannock such as shape and flavour have changed according to 
era and locale. However, its presence has been noticed and significant in helping to 
celebrate the turning of seasons, feasts of the church, birth, teething, and 
marriage. 

A wide variety of breads can be accurately called "bannock". This variety is 
probably just because over 1000 years, recipes tend to get mis-quoted, 
experimented with, or accidentally changed, just as they typically are in modern 
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times. This has led to some delightfully delicious discoveries! Another reason for 
variation is the availability of ingredients, including raisins, milk, cream, butter and 
other more exotic ingredients; as well as the grains grown in the area, methods of 
heating and what they are put in for baking. 

Most of these fascinating variations are from Scotland, brought to Manitoba 
by Scottish employees of the Hudson's Bay Company and by the Selkirk Settlers. In 
parts of Scotland, oatmeal, pease-meal, barley, wheat flour and even crushed 
silverweed was and is used to make rich scones made with butter or cream. The 
Selkirk area (of Scotland) is known for its rich bannock which featured yeast and an 
abundance of Sultana raisins. Bannock of the Pitcaithley area is known for its 
orange peel and almonds. 13th century Scottish soldiers moistened oatmeal, put it 
on a flat metal plate, and cooked their bannock over small fires, with a simplicity 
similar to the natives on the shores of James Bay, who wrap bannock around a stick 
and bake it over a fire also. These open-fire baking methods were also used by 
Indians and Metis here in Manitoba, to bake their relatively simple mixture of flour, 
lard and water or milk. 

RED RIVER BANNOCK (a real old-time recipe) 
A. Mix 3 cups (720 ml) flour, 1 teaspoon (5 ml) salt, 2 teaspoons (10 ml) baking 
powder, and 1 tablespoon (15 ml) sugar together. 
B. Then add 1;4 cup (60 ml) lard and blend well. 
C. Then add 1 - 1 l/Z cups (240-360 ml) cold water (more or less), only 1/3 at a 
time, mixing until the dough holds together and is no longer sticky. 
D. Knead well for 5-8 minutes. 
E. Roll into large round cake, about 1" (2.5 cm) thick. 
F. Bake at about 4250 (220°C) until light brown (roughly 20 minutes). 

CIDER AND BEER 

Cider Without Apples 
To each gallon of cold water put 1 lb. common sugar, 1/2 ounce of tartaric 

acid, one tablespoonful of yeast, shake well, make in an evening and it will be fit 
for use next day. I make in a keg a few gallons at a time, leaving a few quarts to 
make into next time, not using yeast again until the keg needs rinsing. If it gets a 
little SOUf, make a little more into it or put as much water with it as there is cider 
and put it with the vinegar. If it is desired to bottle this cider by manufacturers of 
small drinks, you will proceed as follows: put in a barrel 5 gallons of hot water, 30 
Ibs. of brown sugar, 3/4 lb. of tartaric acid, 25 gallons of cold water, 3 pints of hop 
or brewer's yeast, work into paste with 3/4 lb. of flower, and one pint wate(will be 
required in making this paste; put all together in a barrel which it will fill and let it 
work 24 hours, the yeast running out at the bung all the time by putting in a little 
occasionally to keep it full; then bottle, putting in two or three broken raisins to 
each bottle, and it will nearly equal champagne. 
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Don't feel you have 
to stop there! 

Why not add U cup 
(120 ml) 
raisins (Sultanas 
recommended) to 
the dry ingredients 
for festive 
occasions? 

Use drippings 
instead of lard? 

Add pieces of 
apricot orange 
peet or nuts? 

And why not try 
wrapping it around 
a stick and cooking 
it over an open fire, 
or frying it in a cast 
iron frying pan? 

But please be fire 
safe whenever 
having an open 
fire! 



COMMUNITY 

Pow Wow, Broadway Neighbourhood Centre, c. 1999 Photo: Linda Williams, WBNHRC 

Wolseley Street Fest, June 24, 2000, Westminster at Arlington: Drummers 
Photo: Wolseley Wardrobe 
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Improved English Strong Beer 

If you have malt use it, if not, take 1 peck of barley, and put it into stove 
oven, and steam the moisture from them, grind coarsely, and pour into them 3 1/2 
gallons of water, at 170 or 172 degrees. (If you use malt it does not need quite so 
much water, as it does not absorb so much as the other. The tub should have a 
false bottom with many gimblet holes to keep back the grain.) Stir them well and 
let stand 3 hours and draw off, put on 7 gallons more water at 180 or 182 degrees, 
stir well, let stand 2 hours and draw off, then put 1 gallon or 2 of cold water, stir 
well and draw off; you should have about 5 or 6 gallons; mix Sibs. coarse brown 
sugar in equal amount of water, add 4 oz. of good hops, boil for 1 1/2 hour; you 
should have from 8 to 10 gallons when boiled; when cooled to 80 degrees, put in a 
teacupful of good yeast and let it work 18 hours covered with a sack. Use sound 
iron-hooped kegs, or porter bottles, bung or cork tight, and in two weeks it will be 
good sound beer, nearly equal in strength to London porter, or good ale, and will 
keep a long time. 

"Young's Demonstrative Translation Of Scientific Secrets; Or A Collection Of 
Above 500 Useful Receipts On A Variety Of Subjects" by Daniel Young. 
Printed by Rowsell ex Ellis, King Street East Toronto, Canada, 1861. The 
entire document was deciphered, computerized, and uploaded to the 
(ompuserve TWHOME Forum (secret.zip) by Paul Hubbs and Bob Gravonic 
of Toronto. 

BRANDY SNAPS (Manitoba Free Press, September 9,1882) 
One pound and a quarter of butter, half a pound of sugar, one pint of 

molasses, a tablespoonful of ginger, and flour enough to roll out the same as 
ginger snaps are rolled. Roll them and bake in a hot oven. If you choose to take the 
trouble, have a bowl of powdered sugar at hand and when they are taken from the 
tins dip them one by one in the sugar. 

(Note: This makes a lot of cookies! Alter the quantities using the proportions of 
your favourite recipe for a crisp rolled cookie as a guide. About 3 - 3 1/2 cups of 
flour to 1/2 pound of butter would be about right.) 

APPLE CUSTARD (Manitoba Free Press, September 16,1882) 
A delicious pudding is made by taking 8 or 9 good-sized and tart apples; 

peel them and cut out the cores, leaving the apples whole. Fill the space thus made 
with sugar and a little grated nutmeg or cinnamon. Put them in an earthen baking 
dish, so large that the apples will cover the bottom only. Then make a rich custard, 
allowing 4 or 5 eggs to one quart of milk - sweeten to your taste. Pour this over the 
apples, and bake until they are tender; try them with a broom split. Serve with cake 
or with a sweet biscuit. 
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Early settlers in the 
Red River colony, 
once they had 
managed to 
harvest a crop or 
two, made most of 
what they needed, 
making starch from 

. potatoes for ladies' 
lace caps, 
moccasins from 
buffalo or cowhide, 
bread and porridge 
from their own 
grain, and, most 
likely, their own 
beer and other 
beverages. The 
Selkirk Settlers 
were allowed to 
make up to 20 
gallons of whiskey 
per year for their 
own use! These 
beer recipes were 
published in 1861 
and most settlers' 
wives would have 
known how to brew 
their own. 



Halal IVJeat Centre 
on Maryland 
features a 
wonderful mural 
of a Middle 

city 
scene. 

Another unique 
feature of a lively 
urban 
neighbourhood! 

Mincemeat Makes 8 cups (not 8 servings) 

% c. Suet; minced (or butter/marg) 1 % c Brown sugar 
2 c Seedless raisins 2 Vz c. Currants 
4 Apples, peeled, grated 1 c. Candied citron 
1 liz ts Nutmeg 1 liz ts Cinnamon 
1 Vz ts Mace or cloves 3/4 ts Salt 
1 Lemon (rind and juice only) 1 Orange (rind and juice only) 

Combine all ingredients in a large saucepan. Bring to a boil and simmer 5 
minutes, stirring frequently. Refrigerate or freeze in recipe portions. 

Dark or light raisins may be used in place of currants, & ground cloves 
instead of mace. Note: Processing mincemeat is recommended for long term 
storage 1 years. Spoon into pint sealers. Process 30 minutes in a boiling water 
bath. 

Blue Ribbon Cook Book, Winnipeg, Manitoba 1905 

Mince Pie Hints 
Dried apples soaked in water a few hours make a very fair substitute for 

fresh apples in mince pies. Dried cherries and other fruit prepared with sugar can 
be soaked 10-12 hours in a very little water and then both water and fruit used 
instead of raisins. They will be much cheaper and will answer very well. Economical 
housewives will often find hints like these very serviceable. 

Pea Soup Souffle 
Edith McColl, Apri121, 1925 

I meant to tell you ... how delicious a souffle is, made from a tin of Campbell's 
pea soup. It always seemed just a little too strong for soup - so one day I tried it in 
a souffle, & since then use it for that alone. 

2 tbsp. each butter & flour, 1/2 cup milk - when thick add the pea soup, three yolks 
& then beaten whites. It needs no other seasoning. Try it. 

Editor's Note: 

If you have never made a souffle, here's how: 

Blend the butter and flour in a double boiler or microwave-safe saucepan. Blend in 
the milk, and cook over hot water, stirring often, until thick. (In the microwave 
about 4-5 minutes at medium power). Blend in one can of Campbell's pea soup and 
the yolks of three eggs. Beat the whites until stiff and fold in. Pour into a buttered 
casserole or souffle dish and bake 30-45 minutes at 3500 F., or until nicely puffed 
and set. Don't try to cook a souffle in the microwave! 
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Milkless, Cake (War 

This recipe appears in many different places, including the Chatelaine Heritage 
Collection of Home Tested Recipes and a recipe collection from North Carolina, 
where it was called "Canadian War Cake"! 

i cup brown sugar 1 cup water 1 cup raisins 
2 level Tbsp. drippings (from chicken, beef, or bacon) Yz tsp. salt 
1 Yz cups sifted all-purpose flour % tsp. soda 
Vz tsp. ginger 1 tsp. cinnamon 

Cook together sugar, water, raiSInS, drippings and salt. Let cool. Sift 
together flour, soda, ginger and cinnamon. Stir into the cooled cooked mixture. Mix 
well. Bake 1 hour at 350 - F. in a greased loaf pan. 

To make a delicious fruit cake add a cup of chopped dates, 1 cup mixed 
peel, 1/2 cup nuts or drop by teaspoonfuls on a cooky sheet and bake 15 minutes. 

(Recipe contributed to Chatelaine by Mrs. R. Alexander, 
Pontreeve, Saskatchewan) 

TREATS FROM PICARDY'S 

EGG & OLIVE SPREAD 
Hard boil 6 large or extra-large eggs. Let cool & peel. Chop finely (or 

better yet - use your food processor). Mince about 1/4 to 1/2 cup of pimento
stuffed olives; combine with chopped eggs. Add a small amount of mayonnaise, 
just enough to moisten and make egg & olive mixture spreadable. Season to taste. 
(This recipe was found at http://recipes.taronga.com and is part of the recipe 
archive created by Stephanie da Silva. Recipe contributed by Donna McCurley) 

PICARDY'S APRICOT TARTS 
From Recipe Swap Favourites, Winnipeg Free Press, 1999 

Pastry: 

2 cups sifted all-purpose flour 
1 /2 tsp. salt 
1/2 cup icing sugar sifted 
1 tsp. baking powder 
3/4 cup shortening 
1 egg 
1 Tbsp. milk 

Preheat oven to 4250 F. 
Sift flour, salt, icing sugar and baking powder 
together. Cut shortening in coarsely. Beat egg & 
milk together with a fork. Add to flour mixture and 
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blend lightly with a fork until 
dough sticks together and 
leaves sides of bowl. 
Form into small balls, about 1 
inch in diameter, and press 
into 36 small tart tins, 
pressing to sides to form a 
shell. Prick bottoms of shells 
with a fork. Bake about 10 
minutes or until nicely 
browned. Cool. 

Many residents have 
fond memories of 
Picardy's, the local 
bakery, candy shop 
and restaurant chain. 
Some of their 
specialties were hot 
chocolate, toasted 
pecan buns, and of 
course the famous 
Apricot Tarts. Egg 
and Ripe Olive 
sandwiches were 
popular for lunch, 
too. 



Picardy's Interior, 
c. 1931 
Photo: PAM 
Don't you wish you 
could drop in for hot 
chocolate and a 
toasted pecan bun? 

Apricot Filling: 

1/2 pound dried apricots (2 cups) 
Juice of half a lemon 
1 1/2 cups water 
3/4 cup sugar 
Pinch of salt 

Marshmallow Topping: 
1/4 cup lemon gelatin powder 
1/4 cup boiling water 
1 egg white 
3/4 cup sugar 
2 1/2 Tbsp. water 
1 tsp. corn syrup 
Pinch of salt 
Candied cherries 

Does anyone have the recipe for 
Sheila Barr's favorite Picardy's cake, 
a very dark chocolate oblong, 
covered with luscious chocolate icing 
poured over marshmallow mounds? 
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Cut apricots into small pieces. 
Combine with water in a small 
saucepan, bring to boil, reduce heat 
and simmer until mushy. 

Press through a sieve or use 
blender to make a puree. Return to 
saucepan, add sugar, lemon juice, 
and salt, and heat, stirring, until 
sugar is dissolved and mixture is 
thick. 

Spoon into baked tart shells. 

Dissolve gelatin in boiling water and 
set aside. 

Combine egg white, sugar, 
water, corn syrup and salt in top of 
double boiler. Set over boiling water 
and cook, beating constantly with 
rotary beater, about 5 minutes or 
until mixture holds firm peaks. 

Beat in dissolved gelatin 
mixture. Remove from heat and 
continue beating until mixture cools 
and forms firm peaks. 

Place a spoonful of topping 
over apricot mixture and decorate 
with a small piece of candied cherry. 



HARVEST GRANOLA 

Two people pre-measured the ingredients into large plastic buckets, and 10 or 12 
bakers took them home to bake and returned the finished granola, bagged and 
ready for sale. This is what each baker took home: 

In the bucket: 
3-4 cups flour (we used whole wheat) 
4 cups rye, wheat or triticale flakes 
2 cups wheat germ 2 cups walnuts or chopped almonds 
12 cups oat flakes 2 cups unsweetened coconut 

In the plastic bag: 
Approximately 4 cups raisins or currants 1 tablespoon cinnamon 
2 cups of peanuts (optional we made some without peanuts) 

A plastic tub: containing about 1 1/2 cups of honey 

A jar: containing 4 cups of canola oil and 2 tablespoons vanilla. 
Mix nuts and dry ingredients. Heat the honey and oil just until blended and 

pour over the dry ingredients. Spread in shallow pans and bake at 225 - 2500 F, 
stirring often, until lightly browned and crunchy. Mix in raisins or currants. Store in 
airtight containers. 
We included four plastic bags in each bucket, as well as the bag from the raisins. 

SMELLY PLAY DOUGH 

Is there a school or community cook book in the last 20 years that didn't include a 
recipe for play dough? This one is a bit different. It comes from the Wolseley 
School 75th Anniversary Cook Book and was contributed by Devin Downey. 

21/2 c. flour 2 small pkg. unsweetened Kool-Aid 
1/4 c. salt 3 tbsp. alum or cream of tartar 
2 C. boiling water 2 tbsp. oil 
You can make different colours and smells with each new flavour of Kool-Aid. l'4ix 
first four ingredients together. Add boiling water to mixture. Add oil and mix with a 
fork for 3 minutes, or until cool enoug h to mix with your hands. Knead on wax 
paper. Sprinkle with extra flour if sticky. Store in plastic containers. 
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This was made and 
sold for several 
years at Harvest 
Collective. Exact 
proportions are not 
critical. You can 
adjust the amount 
of honey to suit 
your taste - this is 
not very sweet. We 
made two flavours 
raisin/almond and 
walnut/currant, 
both with and 
without peanuts. 
Annie Janzen and 
Ardythe Basham 
reconstructed the 
recipe from 
memory. 



Around 1989, 
while Stanley 
Knowles was in 
Parliament as 
an Honorary 
Officer of the 
House of 
Commons, he 
was asked for 
his favourite 
recipe for a 
United Way 
fundraising 
cookbook, 
Recipes from 
the Hill. 
This was his 
contribution. 

Ian Waddell, 
rvl.P. said that 
Mr. Knowles 
liked to pause 
around 3 in the 
afternoon for 
tea and an 
arrowroot 
cookie while he 
discussed the 
day's business 
with his 
secretary. 

with Knowles 

I LIKE A GOOD CUP OF TEA (wrote Stanley Knowles). 

Empty the tea kettle, and fill it with fresh cold water. 

Bring water to a vigorous boil. 

Pour some of the boiling water into the empty tea pot. Put the lid on the tea pot, 
and let it sit for at least half a minute, preferably for a minute. 

Now empty the tea pot and put into it one or two tea bags. In most cases one is 
enough. Pour in the boiling water. Make sure it is still boiling when you are pouring 
it in, and fill the teapot. Then let it steep for two or three minutes. 

One can learn from experience how many tea bags to use. Indeed each person can 
decide on the taste of tea one likes. 

Do not indulge in any shortcuts. Sticking to the rule makes certain that everyone 
will have a good cup of tea! 

Stanley Knowles, M.P., March , 1958 
with his daughter Margaret and son David Photo: W(PI (Bill Rose) 

Grace Before Meat 

We are thankful for these and all the good things of life. 
We recognize that they are a part of our common heritage and come to us through 

the efforts of our brothers and sisters the world over. 
What we desire for ourselves, we wish for all. 

To this end, may we take our share in the world's work and the world's struggles. 
James Shaver Woodsworlh 
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Ingredients: 
2.5 Ib./1 kg. green tomatoes 
5 large cloves garlic, crushed 
2 Ib./900 g. onions 
1 oz./25 g. pickling spice 
1/2 teaspoon cayenne 
2 pints/1 3/4 L. malt vinegar 

Equipment: 
Pot (Min. 3 L) with handles 
Jars with tight lids 
Food processor or sharp knife 

What to Do 

CHUTNEY 

2.5 Ib./1 kg. cooking apples 
11b. 6 oz./625 g. brown sugar 
1 Ib./450 g. raisins 
1 1/2 tablespoons ground ginger 
1/2 teaspoon salt 

Medium gauze, string 
Paraffin wax for sealing 

1. Cut tomatoes, apples, onions into quarters. 
2. Slice thinly (or use a food processor) the tomatoes, onions, raisins and apples. 

Put sliced stuff into pot. 
3. Add garlic, cayenne, ginger, sugar. 
4. Tie pickling spice into a ball of double-wrapped gauze, and hang over the side 

of the pot using string tied to the handle - when you add the liquid, the spice 
ball should be submerged. 

5. Add vinegar. 
6. Start cooking - heat until it is just simmering, then use a spoon to remove any 

scum from the top. Simmer gently (uncovered) for 3 1/2 hours, or until it's 
cooked. 

THE MIDNIGHT GROCERY 
by Wayne Barr 

'Mr. Rowe's store' was a stereotype of the 1940s corner confectionery anywhere in 
Canada. Everyone I knew shopped at the 'Midnight Grocery', only going to the 
Langside Grocery after seven o'clock. Yes, the Midnight Grocery closed at seven at 
night. I asked my dad why it was not called the Seven O'clock Grocery, and he said 
he didn't know. If my dad didn't know the answer to those kinds of questions, there 
were just no answers. One of the very real disadvantages that Mr. Lee faced, in 
trying to operate the Langside Grocery, was that he was Asian and it was only four 
years after the war. Mrs. Sainsbury, Mary's mother, told some of us one day that 
Mr. Lee said he was Chinese, but there was no way of proving that he was not a 
'Jap.' 

Wayne's mother recalls "During the war Mr. Rowe was very good to his 
regular customers. I think we all ran a charge with him some of the time. It would 
not be unusual to find a pound of sugar, a jar of jam, currants or raisins in our bag 
of groceries when we got indoors." 
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CHUTNEY RECIPE 
Contributed by a 
West Broadway 
Community 
Gardener, this 
recipe will come in 
handy for anyone 
who has a surplus 
of green tomatoes 
at the end of the 
summer. This 
chutney must be 
stored in a cool 
dark spot for a 
minimum of three 
months. 

How to Know 
When It's Cooked 
Vinegar will be 
absorbed, and a 
spoon drawn 
across the surface 
will leave a trail. 
Consistency -
soft. 
Note: will thicken 
as it cools. 

After It's Cooked 
1. Pour into 

clean 
sterilized jars 
(boil jars). 

2. Pour melted 
wax on top, 
screw on lid. 
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Note 

I want to thank the Board of R. A. Steen Community Centre for going out on a limb to support this project 
and I hope it will not disappoint them. 

I must also thank my family for putting up with me over the last two months, as I assured them I was "nearly 
finished", but then had "just a little more to do." 

Thor Halgren of CompuType deserves special credit for his patience with the long delays in getting the 
manuscript together and for his advice and assistance on technical issues. 

CONTRIBUTORS: 

I thank everyone who contributed ideas, information and suggestions. This was truly a community effort. 
Many contributors are acknowledged in the text and bibliography. Others made valuable suggestions or 
other assistance, and are here acknowledged. If I have omitted anyone, I sincerely apologize. 

Ingrid Arndt Elise Finnigan Spatch Mulhall, 
Adolf Baier Diane Ford Urban Sports Camp 
David Ex Jennifer Bergen Roger Geeves Karen Ex Axel Nast-Kolb 
Mary Blondeau Bev Ex Kelly Gray Norm Pound, 
Sherry Bonness Thor Halgren Broadway-First 
Eric Ex Leslie Bray Leslie Hallatt Baptist Church 
Michael Brownell Deborah Holowka D. Prime 
Margaret Call Adele Holunga, Blair Robillard 
Margaret Carter, st. Demetrios Church Vince Sans regret, 

Westminster Charles Huband, Broadway 
United Church Westminster Housing Neighbourhood 

Stefania Chipelski Society Centre 
Paul Chorney Annie Janzen Aidan Schlicting-Enns 
Cindy Coker Ron Kabaluk John Sharples 
Christine Common-Singh Willy Kurtz Leslie Sheffield 
Ruth-Anne Craig Beth Kettner Diana Ex Trent Simpson 
Jan Dalmyn Irene Legg Joyce Suderman 
Rene Dobler Barry Leithead Lydia Sykes 
Ross Dobson George McLachlan Randa Stewart 
Don Edelson Margaret McLachlan Nick Ternette 
Betty Egerton Charlie Medd Pat Thomson 
J. Ex K. Eikre AI Mickey Ed Vorst 
Don Ex Martha Epstein Beatrice Milne Linda Williams 
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iography References 

As well as the books and other publications listed, I made extensive use of newspaper articles from the Winnipeg 
Free Press, the Winnipeg Sun, the Winnipeg Tribune, the Manitoba Free Press, and the Winnipeg Real Estate 
News. Other materials were found at various archives, special collections, local schools and churches. Many 

individuals also contributed family and personal histories, photographs, and other information, and are 
acknowledged in the text. I thank them for their generosity. I am very grateful to staff of the archives and 
libraries for their expert and patient assistance. 

Major sources primary materials: 

Centennial Library, Special Collections 
Henderson Directories, microfilms, clipping files, non-circulating books 

City Archives 
City Council minutes, index of building permits, Fire Insurance plans, maps, special collections 
There is a wealth of information in this collection, far more than I was able to utilize. 

Cornish Library 
Collection of material on the history of the library 

Fire Service Museum of Winnipeg 
Daybooks for # 14 Hall 
Record of major fires 
Volunteer-run museum located in the former fire hall at 56 Maple Street. Phone 942-4817. 

Legislative Library Reading Room 
Legislative Scrapbooks, reports of city buildings Sheila Grover, Randy Rostecki, Murray Peterson, microfilms, 
vertical files 
The Legislative Library receives a copy of any book published in Manitoba, including local histories, privately 
published memoirs, and institutional histories. 

Provincial Archives of Manitoba 
William Grove Speechly papers, McColl family papers, Edith Patterson files, Bruce Hallett research paper, 
Insurance plans for the City of Winnipeg, maps, photographs, Red River census and other material 

University Women's Club 

Western Canadian Pictorial Index 
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Artibise, Alan F. J.: Winnipeg - An Illustrated History. Toronto: James Lorimer & Company and National Museum 
of Man, 1977 
Artibise, Alan F. J.: Gateway City - Documents on the City of Winnipeg 1873-1913. The Manitoba Record 
Society Publications, Volume V, 1979 
Brown, Jennifer S. H.: Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country. University of British 

Columbia, 1980 
Bryan, Liz.: The Buffalo People: Prehistoric Archaeology on the Canadian Plains. Edmonton: University of 

Alberta Press, 1991 
Bumsted, J. M.: The Winnipeg General Strike of 1919 An illustrated history. Watson Dwyer Publishing Limited, 
1974 
Butler, William Francis.: The Great Lone Land - A Narrative of Travel and Adventure in the North-west of 
America. M. G. Hurtig Ltd., Edmonton, 1968 (first published 1872) 
Civic Social and Athletic Association.: Souvenir of Winnipeg's Jubilee, 1874-1924; A Repository of Interesting 
Information Relating to Winnipeg. Winnipeg: c. 1924 
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Hackett, J. Alan.: Manitoba Links: A Kaleidoscopic History of Golf. Winnipeg: Gold Quill Publishing, 1998 
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Church, 1995 
Hildahl, V. and M. Benum.: Heritage Trees of Manitoba. Manitoba Forestry Association, n.d. 
Hutchison, Robert.: A Century of Service: A History of the Winnipeg Police Force, 1874-1974. Winnipeg: City of 

Winnipeg Police Force, 1974 
Jackson, James A: The Centennial History of Manitoba. Manitoba Historical Society in association with McClelland 

and Stewart Limited, 1970 
Leah, Vince.: Alarm of Fire: 100 Years of Firefighting in Winnipeg 1882-1982. Winnipeg: Firefighters Burn 

Fund,c1982 
Leah, Vince.: Pages From the Past. Winnipeg: Winnipeg Tribune, 1976 
Leah, Vince.: The Best of Vince Leah. Winnipeg: Prairie Publishing Company, c1985 
Maclaren, Sherrill.: Braehead: Three Founding Families in Nineteenth Century Canada. Toronto: lV1cClelland and 

Stewart, 1986 
Manitoba 125 A History. Volume One. Rupert's Land to Riel.: Winnipeg, Great Plains Publications Ltd., 1993 
Mayhew, Sheila Barr.: Sheila: My Door Was Always Open. Winnipeg, privately printed, 1998 
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McColl, Frances V.: Ebenezer McColl "Friend to the Indians", Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Manitoba 
and Northwest Territories: A Biography 1835-1902. Winnipeg, Frances McColl, 1989 
McColl, Frances V.: Vignettes of Early Winnipeg: 1912-1926. Selections from letters of Edith McColl. 
Winnipeg: Frances McColl, 1981 
l'v1orriss, Geraldine, ed.: The Most Important Available Reserve of Manpower. A series of wartime recollections by 
members and friends of the University Women's Club of Manitoba. Winnipeg: University Women's Club, 1996. 
Morton, W. L.: Manitoba - A History. 2nd edition. Toronto: University ofT oronto Press, 1967 
Russenholt, Edgar Stanford.: The Heart of the Continent: Being the History of Assiniboia-the Truly Typical 
Canadian Community. Winnipeg: MacFarlane Communication Services, 1968 
Russenholt, Edgar Stanford.: Six Thousand Canadian Men: Being the History of the 44th Battalion, Canadian 
Infantry, 1914-1919. Winnipeg: Printed to the order of Forty-Fourth Battalion Association by the Montfort Press, 
1932 
Savage, Candace.: Our Nell: A Scrapbook Biography of Nellie L McClung. Saskatoon, Saskatchewan: Western 
Producer Prairie Books, 1979 
Smith, Doug.: Let Us Rise: A History of the Manitoba Labour Movement. Vancouver: New Star Books, 1985 
Van Kirk, Sylvia.: "Many Tender Ties": Women in Fur-Trade Society, 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer 
Publishing Ltd., 1980 
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Laura Secord School 75th Anniversary - 1912-1987 
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Winnipeg West End Tapestry. Gordon Bell Grade 12 students. Gordon Bell High School, June 1992 
West Broadway Walking Tour. West Broadway Development Corporation, Spring 2000 
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The Manitoba Millennium High and ;Vlun"lln 

first Presbyterian Church - Canora Street 
The title of the cross is 5ith Eadar Nabannan (Gaelic) 

Peace Between Neighbours. 

The Millennium Cross was donated in honour of 
the life and faith of the late David MacNeill 

by his son Scott MacNeill. 

The images on the cross represent 
(reading downward) 

e in the upper part of the cross 
the creation of the Cosmos. 

e the Trinity in the centerpiece 

• on the cross arm, people of many ethnic 
backgrounds meeting the original persons 
of the prairie 

• pilgrimage by sea and land to make a new 
home in Manitoba 

e the soul of Celtic faith 

• the Aboriginal Creation Story (Turtle Island) 

This church was founded in 1926 by members ofthe congregation of Westminster Church 
who did not wish to become part of the United Church. 

It is the regimental church of the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders, the regiment Rev. 
Charles Gordon served as chaplain, and contains the Cameron Memorial Chapel. 




