
5649 
.An 
Br'i 
c.4 



I 



Bridging The Years 



Building The Bridge 

old man going a lone highway, 
Came at evening, cold and grey, 
.'~;,",:} ~! chasm vast and deep and wide. 
Ilk ,~lcl man crossed at the twilight dim, 

sullen stream had no fear for him; 
Bm L2 tUl'ned when safe on the other side 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 

inan," said a fellow pilgrim near, 
i Oll are \vasting your strength with building here; 
Your journey will end with the ending day, 
lOel never again wil'l pass this way; 
'{Cit/ve cmssed the chasm deep and wide, 

build you this bridge at eventide'?" 
The iJuilder lifted his old grey head-
"Gnod :friend, in the path I've come," he said, 
"TherE: foIlovled after me today 

youth whose feet must pass this way. 
chasm that has been as naught to me 

~'o that fair-haired youth maya pitfall be; 
too, must cross in the twilight dim, 

friend, I am building this bridg:: for him." 
British Weekly 



Centennial H VInn 

o God our Heav'nly Father 
We lift our hearts to Thee, 

In thankfulness and gladness 
We sing from sea to sea; 

For Thou hast richly blessed us 
With countless gifts of love, 

And always thou hast showered us 
With mercies from above. 

Our fathers in Thee trusted, 
And never were dismayed, 

Thy statutes they respected, 
Thy righteous laws obeyed; 

Thy goodness came upon them, 
Thou wast their strength and stay, 

Thy providence sustained them, 
And led them on their way. 

Our leaders Thou directed 
To build in this fair land, 

A nation with a purpose, 
In thoughtful vision planned; 

That all of our endeavours 
May be of lasting worth, 

That even as in Heav'n above 
Thy will may rule on earth. 

Rev. Kenneth Moyer 

(c) Copyright 1966 by Leeds Music (Canada) 
Limited 215 Victoria Street, Toronto, Ont. 
used by permission. 



Joreword 
We greet the Centennial year with this collection of biographies 

and community histories, compiled by Arrow River and Miniota citizens, 
past and present. This history bridges an era spanning those early pioneer 
days of hand toIl, privation and achievement, through years of good times, 
wars, depression and community development, to the challenge of automa
tion and urban living. 

We hope that you will appreciate the personal histories, told in 
part by descendants of our pioneers. For lack of space, no list of names 
has been included of those who did not respond with personal histories. 
For any errors or omissions, we apologize, as much of this history was 
gleaned from stories which have been told and re-told. A few of our for
mer residents have contributed memories of their early life, for which we 
are very grateful. The community histories, written in story form, we hope 
you will find both interesting and en tertaining. If those who read this 
book smile as they recall some amusing incident, or refer to it from time 
to time for some factual information, we will feel our labors were not in 
vain. And may this book inspire some other group of amateurs in years to 
come to compile a sequel to "Bridging the Years". 



PUBLISHED BY THE MIN IOTA WOMEN"S INSTITUTE 

PRINTED BY DERKSEN PRINTERS LIMITED, STEINBACH, MANITOBA 



This is the story of our communities; two commLLni.ties side by side. 
which were founded at the same time, and which, though each has retained 
its own identity, have through the years become so intermingled that there 
is no dividing line. 

In compiling this book we wish to pay tribute to our pioneers who 
conquered what must have seemed insurmountable difficulties, and whose 
records show such a high degree of courage and initiative; also to the men 
and women who have carried on 'since then to help build the pleasant, 
modern communities which we enjoy today. Lastly, we salute our young 
people; those who have gone on to ac hievements in a wider world, and 
those who have married and become active citizens of these and other 
small communities. We hope that in reading this book, the stories of the 
courage of others in overcoming hardships and hazards will help them to 
meet the difficulties of our modern world, and thus make it a better place 
in which to live. 





-../feR no,zcled genlen t 
The Arrow River and Miniota Women's Institutes who co-operated 

in compiling this book wish to make the following acknowledgements: to 
individual persons who assisted in obtaining information from minute 
books and records, to our senior citizens for the time they spent reminisc
ing for our benefit, for those who helped with typing and took special pic
tures, to the artist who designed the cover, to the publishers of the Minio
ta Herald and the Birtle Eye Witness who made the files of the past years 
available to us and to the Miniota Municipal Council who voted us the 
grant to make the publication of this book possib'le. 

Our sincere gratitude is extended. 

The Miniota committee includes: Mrs. Charles Armitage - chair
man, Mrs. Charlie Ellerington - secretary, Mrs. Gordon Long - treasurer, 
and Mrs. Edwin Spalding, Mrs. William Peel, Mrs. Jack Cook, Mrs. George 
Dibblee, Mrs. Allan Armitage, Mrs. Frank Rowan and Mrs. Wesley Lelond. 

The Arrow River committee includes: Mrs. William Lelond - sec
retary treasu~er, and Mrs. yvilliam 0' Callaghan - typist, Mrs. Douglas Le
lond. recorder and compiler, assisted by Mrs. V. Lockhart. Mrs. R. Clegg. 
Mrs. R. Mitchell, Mrs. Les I~elond, Mrs. F. Watters, Mrs. Wm. Tennant. 
Mrs. J. Wiggins. 
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General 

Rural Municipality of Miniota 

The first settlers came to this territory, 
now Miniota Municipality in 1879. Some 
set fled near the Minnewashta Creek, which 
then was a deep, rapid running stream. Dur
ing the two following seasons most of the 
even numbered sections were homesteaded 
and whole sections on the Arrow River were 
under cultivation. 

with a surveyer named Mr. Bulger discussed 
the matter of naming the abqve area. Because 
Mr. Bulger had had "the best drink C'f water 
in his life" from a spring creek when survey
ing secti?ns in township 13, range 27, 
they decIded upon the name Miniota, for 
Mr. Doyle's division - "Minnie" the Sioux 
word for water and' ota" for plenty. 

Early Council (taken outside Municipal Hall). Left to right: J. Robinson, F. Campbell, 
W" Manfield, D. Gerrand (reeve), E. Mas'sina, Wm. Howard (sec.-treas.), G. Phillips, 
standing: Sinclair (lawyer), W. F,razer, G. E. Mellor (asse'ssor). 

Until 1881, this settlement with Beulah as 
its centre, was really part of the North
West Territories. During that year the Man
itoba Legislature had this territory and others 
incorporated into the province of Manitoba. 
Counties were set up and our settlement 
was included in the Shoal Lake county. which 
took in all land now in the present munici
palities of Shoal Lake, Ellice, Birtle, Arch
ie, Miniota and Hamiota. This large area was 
again divided and only land which is now 
Archie, Miniota and Hamiota was known as the 
south half of Shoal Lake County, with W. A. 
Doyle of Beulah, as reeve. 

As these changes took place names had to 
be found for new areas. Mr. Doyle, along 

In 1884 another division was made and 
three mUniCipalities were formed from the 
south half of Shoal Lake County. The eastern 
part was named Hamiota, the western part 
Archie, while this part retained the name 
Miniota. 

Thus the present municipaJity of Miniota, 
comprising of townships 13, 14, and 15, in 
ranges 25, 26 and 27 was formed. There 
were only three wards in the beginning, the 
north, centre, and south ward. Councillors 
numbered six as each ward had two represen
tatives. Other municipal officials appointed 
during 1884 were a collector, a clerk, an 
assessor, constables, auditors, pathmasters, 
poundkeepers and fence viewers. Three main 
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committees were set up from the Council and 
known as by-laws committee, finance com
mittee and Road and Bridge Committee. 

Possibly the only office that is not in some 
way fille-d today is that of the pathmasters 
and these men were responsible for the 
clearing and upkeep of certain roads or 
trails in their ward. Each settler in turn had 
to work for the path master within a three 
mile limit from his home. This was called 
his "statute labor" which he owed his mun
icipality and which in turn was allowed a re
duction in taxes for each day's work. Often 
settlers were reluctant to do this work and 
statute labor was abolished in 1898. 

The Birtle "Eye-Witness" in October of 
1892 had this to say ofthe Miniota Municipal
ity - "Those who have been placed in posi
tions of trust and responsibility, have given 
evidence of ability and enterprise by having 
good roads made; keeping free ferries on 
both the Virden and Elkhorn trails over the 
Assiniboine, and during the past season 
when finances of the municipality would war
rant it, bridged the river at both these points. 
The Municipality is also well supplied with 
schools and has two resident ministers." 

In 1896, the municipality was divided into 
six wards instead of three. This meant 
each ward would have only one councillor 
and this system is still in use today. 

The Municipality had its first bank account 
in the Imperial Bank in Whmipeg. It was 
from this bank in 1887 that a loan had to 
be made to payoff a large gopher bounty. 
Incidentally the gopher bounty was later 
abolished and in 1893, strychnine, to kill 
same, was supplied to the settlers - Getting 
back to banking, we find that in 1898 the 
municipal account. was transferred to the 
Union Bank in Hamiota. Business was done 
from there until 1907 when the Northern 
Crown Bank opened in Miniota and later be
came the Royal Bank. 

Referring to the serious gopher situation 
in the previous paragraph brings to mind 
the control of predators by the municipality 
over the years. Gophers have been controlled 
as conditions arose either by imposingboun
ties or using. poison. Rats were numerous 
in 1916 and 25« was paid per tail. As the 
menace decreased, this was reduced to 5« 
a tail. Grasshoppers too have beenaproblem 
many times. In 1920 the Department of Agri
culture aided the municipality and in 1958 
poison was supplied if farmers would do their 
own spraying. 

Bounties on wolves and foxes have been 
imposed intermittently since 1897. As well 
as paying up to $5.00 a hide, hunting these 
animals has proved to be quite a' sport, when 
done by snow-plane or a-eroplane. 

.-~~ 
In 1961 magpies had to be destroyed and 

a bounty of 15« a bird and 2« an egg was 
started. Later this was changed to as much 

. 4'$ as 25« a bird . 

. ~~ As well as predators, noxious weeds have 
'" had to have some control. In 1891 the first 
• weed inspector was appointed by Council. 

Municipal Hall 

The Council meetings were first held in 
Beulah Hotel and much of the business was 
presented in form of petitions from the set
tlers. Later meetings were held in other 
centres of the municipality and finally in 
1911, the Council held its first meeting in 
the new one-storey Municipal Hall in Miniota. 
(The first typewriter was boul$ht in 1913 
and an adding machine in 1~17). A second 
storey was added to this building al1.d the 
rooms were rented. In 1931 rent for the whole 
upper floor was only six dollars. 

Five years later, six inspectors were nec
essary and the cost of destroying any weeds 
found, was charged to the settler owning the 
land. The year of 1915 found only one in
spector named and by 1933 each councillor 
held this office' in his own ward. A Weed 
Control Unit was set up in 1947 and a weed 
sprayer purchased in 1950. However, in 
1960 the municipalities of Hamiota, Blan
shard and Miniota formed a Weed Control 
Board. This has proved to be quite success
ful with one inspector responsible for the 
three municipalities and each council re
presented by two members on the Board. 

Health and Welfare has taken up much 
time of the early and present councils. 
Before the 1900' s assistance was given 
to prairie fire sufferers, loans we.re made 
for seed grain and help given when needed 
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during the first hard winters. In 1894 grants 
were sent to the Brandon and Winnipeg hos
pitals and that same year Dr. Ralston was 
appointed the first health officer for the 
municipality. Two years ':later school child
ren were given their first vaccinations. 

Dr. Chalmerc: and Dr. Fraser of Crandall 
both served terms as health officers for 
many years and in 1907 Dr. Chalmers was 
paid over $700. for medicine and treatment 
of diphtheria patients. This was a consider
able sum of money in those years. 

At this time the province was endeavoring 
to establish a much needed centre for T. B. 
patients of the province. Progress was slow 
and in 1909 Ninette Sanatorium became a rea
lity and a grant of $100. was sent for this 
municipality. other grants, to various welfare 
agencies have always been made. Some of 
these have been - The Salvation Army, 
Children's Hospital, Brandon Hospital, Red 
Cross, St. Joseph's Orphanage, Belgian Re~ 
lief Fund, Manitoba Patriotic Fund and Chil
dren's Aid Society. 

It is interesting to note that in the 20' s 
as more people began to be admitted to 
hospitals,rnany unpaid hospital accounts were 
presented to Council. -The 30' s naturally 
created many cases for help and relief in 
various ways and in 1936 during the infantile 
paralysis epidemic, the council paid the 
expenses of these patients. 

Dr. Chalmer's death in 1949 left the 
municipality without a resident doctor and 
drugstore. This became a real concern 
for many residents and in 1950 the council 
hired a municipal nurse. Soon a petition 
was presented to council regarding the se
curing of a municipal doctor and nursing 
home. The council tried in vain to secure 
both of these which resulted in Dr. Bjornson, 
a retired . physician, coming to Miniota in 
1951 to start a small drug store and practice. 
The council paid him a small fee of which 
many ratepayers were opposed. The need 
was only partially filled and as travel was 
easier, ratepayers soon started using Ha
miota, Virden or Birtle hospitals and doc
tors. Today the municipality is included 
in the Hamiota Hospital District and the 
Virden .Health Unit District. 

Travel is closely associated with a mun
icipality because it is the roads upon which 
people travel that the Council is respon

. sible. Early trails, ferries and bridges 
are written under other headings in this 
history so here are a few facts leading up 

to the present road system. In 1899 council 
made a motion that each councillor be allow
ed to spend a definite amount for road 
building in his ward. This is known as a 
ward appropriation and is still used by 
councils of today. The first three road 
scrapers (1892 design) cost only $9.00 and 
these inust have proved worthy because in 
1896 two dozen more were purchased. The 
next year a Right of Way solicitor was hired 
to help solve the legal angles of acquiring 
land and building roads. The first road 
grader was bought in 1900 and in 1910 a 
second eight horse grader was purchased 
for $250, By 1911 the council appOinted a 
Main Roads Committee and road machin
ery purchased that year was listed as 18 
drag scrapers ($7.55 each) six road graders 
($73. each), three scrub cutters,' six slush 
scrapers and six well scrapers. Each ward 
had its J own supply of road machinery and 
each councillor was responsible for the 
same. 

Old Steam Shovel, Gravel Pit. 

Present Municipal Road Patrol operators, 
Jack ,Mol'row,and Jack McKinnon. 

At a meeting in February 1914, a motion 
was made and carried that a by-law be 
drafted and submitted to the electors, for 
the purpose of borrowing $75,000. to build 
a syc tern of main roads. This was in con
junction with the government's offe l' of as
sistance. The first war came and the actual 
vote did not take place until 1919. By this 
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time, the amount of money needed was. 
more than doubled and the system of roads 
was known as the Good Roads System. The 
vote was carried bYe a majority of 163 
and the provincial government, through· the 
Good Roads Board, guaranteed the deben
tures of the municipality. From then on the 
council worked with a municipal road en
gineer and constructed the present main 
roads in the municipality. It is interesting 
to note that during the first years of build
.ing up this system of roads the municipality 
moulded 3..'ld made many of their own ce
ment pipe culverts. Some of the road signs 
used then were "Slow Down," "Sound your 
horn" and" This Hill is dangerous." 

Read Patrol 

In 1943 the main gravel roads were re
cognized as Class 'B" highways because 
they had reached certain requirements set 
up by the provincial government mainly 
for grant purposes. The Department of Pub
lic Works in 1950 offered to build highway 
83 on a 2/3- 1/3 basis. This was to join 
up highways No. 1 and No. 4 and presently 
we have approximately 18 miles of this 
hard topped highway running north and south. 
The gravel road running east from Miniota. 
to Hamiota is now a provincial Trunk Highway 
and maintained by the province. 

All this work and planning has not been 
in vain because in 1961 the Manitoba Good 
Roads Association awarded this municipality 
the prize for the best kept system of roads 
in Manitoba. These bigger and better roads 
require bigger and better machinery and in
stead of the $9.00 scraper of 1892, heavy 
road machinery owned and used today con
sists of two large road patrols, a caterpil
lar tractor and scraper, with attachments, 
worth over ninety thousand dollars. 

In comparing past and present let us 
briefly look at population figures. 1882 saw 
less than 100 people in this settlement and 
by 1912 the number had increased to well 
over 2,000. The last census taken in 1961 
for this municipality listed 1694.as the num
ber of residents within its boundaries. 

Heavy Municipal Machinery 

The establishment of schools to educate 
the young of this population was well looked 
after in the early days. As soon as the requir
ed number of children was available, the coun
cil was generally petitioned by -interest2d 
parents, and certain land was then formed 
into a school district. To please and ac
comodate all the settlers was not an easy 
task, so many changes in school boundaries 
were made. It is amazing to find that in 1912 
the municipality had 21 schools, eight church
es and 15 elevators within its boundaries. 
Today owing to consolidation and centraliza
tion, there is only one collegiate and three 
public schools open in the municipali.ty. 

Looking back from 1966 to 1884 we see 
many more branches of business with whi~h 
councils have had to deal. Probably thelr 
biggest and most constant worry has been 
finances, each year becoming more expand
ing and intricate. One has only to become a 
municipal councillor to find that handling 
the taxpayers money is not as easy as it 
appears. 

PRESElNT MUNICIPAL COU:NCIL - 1966 
Left (around table); F. Reid, A. St-owe, 
L. Hunkin, Reeve H. Hyndman, D. Stewart, 
F. Teal, J. Hanlin. 

MuniCipal problems like old soldiers never 
die, but neither do they fade away. They will 
be with Councils year in and year out. As we 
look back to 1884, we know that councils have 
served us well . . . . . "If citizens have 
rulers they expect the rulers tobewise,fair, 
honest and exercisers of good judgement. But 
what citizens seldom remember is that they 
are the ultimate rulers, and so they too are 
obliged to be wise, fair, honest and exercis
ers of good judgement." 

:.~'~~:' .:--. ~.<. 
;: ~ ,: ~ • ~:. +.: "~ 1 i~. 4J·i: ;.t~~~..i -20-



Rural Municipality of Miniota 

A Roster of 

. Reeves. And Councillors 
and other Muuidpal Officials for the years 

1884 - 1966 

Reeves 

J. T. Dinsmore ................ 1884 Wm. M. Taylor, ............. 1900-06 
A. McNab Frazer ................ 1885 J. L. Thompson .............. 1907-08 
Wm. Taylor ............... , 1886-90 D. Gerrand ................. 1909-14 
John Fleming, Sr ............. 1891-92 J. W. Mitchell ............... 1915-27 
T. Stevenson .................. 1893 C. G. Graham ............... 1928-30 
D. Gerrand ................. 1896-99 J. R. Lynch ................. 1931-49 
John Fleming, Sr ...... , . . . . . .. 1895 H. S. Hyndman ............... 1950-66 
D. Gerrand ....... , ...... , .. 1896~99 

Councillors 

Ward 1 J. Milne ...... , ..... , ...... 1942-44 
J. F. Hawes ................. 1945-52 

John A. Frazer ................ 1884 C. J. Page .................. 1952-60 
Jas. M. Lyon ..... , .......... 1885-94 A. G. stowe. , , '., . , , , ....... 1961-66 
Wm. M. Taylor .... , ......... 1895-99 
Jos. Chapman ............... 1900-01 Ward 3 
J. Clark ................... 1902,.05 
G. Phillips ................. 1906-13 F. A. Campbell ................ 1884 
E. Doran .................. 1914-21 W. Selby ..................... 1885 
S. P. Heise ................... 1922 F. A. Campbell ............... H186-88 
J. Clark ..... " ............ 1923-27 Thos. Stevenson .............. 1889-92 
H. Reid ................... 1928-39 J. Clark ................... 1892-99 
J. H.Finkbeiner ............. 1940-53 J. L. Thompson .............. 1900-02 
F. Reid ................... 1954-66 J. W. Sparling ................. 1903 

J. L. Thompson ................ 1904 
Ward 2 G. Phillips ................... 190'5 

C. Craig .................. 1906-08 
J. W.Sparling ................. 1884 F. A. Campbell .............. 1909-14 
Henery S. Heise ..... , ........ 1885-87 D. J. Hill .................. 1915-16 
Jos. Chapman ................ 1888-93 E. D. Mc:'fab ................ 1917-18 
W. Lynch .................... 1894 D. J. Hill .................. 1919-22 
A. Preston .................. 1895-99 C.Craig ................ , .. 1923-34 
J. Armstrong .................. 1900 T. Gray ................... 1935-44 
A. Preston ................... 1901 R. L. Stevenson .............. 1943-43 
T. Haney .................... 1902 D. Cowling ................. 1949-52 
T. Spencer ................... 1903-07 V. E. G. Little .............. 1953,,57 
E. Massina ................. 1908 L. A. Hunkin ............... 1958-66 
F. Paynter .................. 1909 
E. Massina .................. 1910-12 
W. R. Doyle ................. 1913 Ward 4 
F. Bruce ................... 1914-20 
C. G. Graham ............... 1921-26 Wm. Taylor .................. 1884 
W. R. Doyle ................ 1927-28 R. A. Irwin .................. 1885 
C. E. Spencer ............... 1929-30 W. B. Rowan ................. 1886-87 
A. N. Sawyer ................ 1931-41 C. L. Gurney .................. 1888 
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W. B. Rowan .................. 1889 
C. L. Gurney ................ 1890~92 
W. B. Rowan ................ 1893~96 
C. L. Gurney .............. , .1897-98 
J. Sellwood ................... 11599 
J. Cameron ................. 1900~01 
W. B. Rowan ................. 1902 
J. Cameron . . ................ 1903 
T. Taylor . . ................. 1904 
T. Stewart ................. 1905~06 
G. Stowe .................... 1907 
W. Frazer ................... 1908-12 
G. Steuart .................. 1913-15 
J. J. Taylor ............•... 1916-47 
D. L. Stewart ............... 1948-66 

Ward 5 

Jas. Elliot, Sr .............. 1884-85 
S. C. Dinsmore . . .......•... 1886- 87 
J. Flemi.ng Sr .............•. 1889-90 
J. M. Elliot ................ 1891-92 
T. Hamilton ... , .. , ......... 1893-1900 
P. Murray ................. 1901-05 
N. Warren ................. 1906-08 
J. Robinson ................ 1909-15 
J. R. Lynch ................ 1916-29 
W. J. Budd ................ 1930-31 
E. Mark, Sr ................ 1932-37 
W. Coburn ................. 1938-45 
H. S. Hyndman .............. 1946-49 
R. E. Clegg ................ 1950-53 
C. Bomford ................ 1954-59 
F. Teal ......... ; ........ 1960-66 

Ward 6 

Alex Steuart .................. 1884 
D. Gerrand .................. 1885-87 
J. H. Proctor . . . . ............ 1888 
S. Gerrand ................... 1889 
H. Turner .................... 1890 
H. M. Power ................ 1891-92 
H. Turner ................. 1893-95 

\ 
D. Rowan ................. 1896-1902 
G. Cole ..................•• 1903 
J. Boyce .................• 1904-11 
W. Maxfield ............... 1912-18 
R. Peel ................•. 1919-20 
J. Boyce ................• 1921-24 
R. Peel .................. 1925-30 
J. W. Warren ............... 1931-36 
W. Lindsay ................ 1937-38 
J. W. Warren ............... 1939-42 
J. J. Morton ................ 1943-48 
J. T. McKenzie .............. 1949-50 
C. W. Ellerington ........•... 1951-52 
J. J. Morton ............... 1953-56 
Geo. Cole ................. 1957-58 
C. W. Ellerington ............ 1959-60 
J. M. Hanlin ............... 1961-66 

ASSESSOHS 

W. C. Stewart ................ 1884-85 
H. Harrison ................. 1886-91 
T. Frazer .................. 1892-99 
C. L. Gurney ... '" .......•.. 1900-21 
G. E. Mellor ................ 1922-33 
R. Peel ..............•.... 1934-42 
C. R. Lee ................. 1943-49 
R. Peel ..................... 1950 
Provincial Assessor .......... 1951-1966 

CLERK 

A. B. Harris ................ 1884-85 
Wm. Howard ..... " ......... 1886-1912 
W. E. Warren ............... 1913-27 
J. Spalding ................. 1928-47 
Z. J. Spalding ............... 1948-66 

TREASURER 

W. D. Paynter ..... , ......... 1884-99 
R. P. Paynter ................ 1900-05 
(In 1906 the office of Secretary-Treasurer 
was adopted) 
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Tra nsportation 

A history of the early stages in the de
velopment of transpott:;tion in this area 
would begin with the f trails and water ways 
used by the Indians. Trails which the In
dians used were followed by fur traders 
and eventually by the pioneers. By the time 
settlers were moving West there was a 
definite trail from Winnipeg just north of 
the Assiniboine. Having reached Portage la 
Prairie this trail divided into a north and 
south branch. The south branch after leaving 
Portage passed by Rapid City and joined 
the north branch in the neighborhood of Strath
clair. Continuing west the trail passed by 
Shoal Lake, Birtle and on to Fort Ellice 
where the Assiniboine was crossed. Another 
branch of the Hudson's Bay Trail left the 
south portion of the main trail at Pine 
Creek and heading in a south westerly di
rection crossed the river near the Brandon 
forts. Mter crossing the river the trail 
subdivided into a north and south branch, 
the north section following the Assiniboine 
for Fort Ellice. The ruts of this old trail 
can still be seen on the farms of Stanley 
Nicol on S.W. 18-12-26 by Two Creeks and 
on the farm of Ivor Waldie S.E. 6-14-27. 

Another Indian trail running close to the 
Assiniboine has been outlined by Char lie Bry
ant. From 4-13- 26diagonally'through 8-13-26 
across the N.E. -corner of7, north through (he 
west half of 18, then up intoS.W. 19, then over 
on to 24, cutting across 24, continuing across 
S.W. 1/4-25, then on to N.E. 1/2 to 26; all 
the way up the East 1/2-35, north en S.W. 
1-14-27, then on to N.E. 2-14-27, across east 
1/2 of 11 diagonally across 14-14- 27, across 
the S.W. quarter of 23-14-27 and across the 
S.W. 1/4 23-14- 27 and across the N.E. cor
ner of 22, diagonally across the E. 1/4 of 
27-14-27, across the S.W. 1/4 of 34, then on 
to the east half of 33 and thence to Uno. 
Early settlers used this trail to go to Fort 
Ellice for mail and supplies. 

Where this trail passed by the present 
farm house of C. Bryant the number ofIndian 
artifacts and the presence of a good spring 
of water would indicate the location of an 
Indian encampment. Aiso to the south beside 
this trail just before- it crossed the river 
was evidence of an Indian garden. 

The river also supplied means of trans-

portation. It was used by Indians on their 
birch bark canoes, by fur traders and by 
explorers. In 1738 La Verendrye came up 
the river as far as the mouth of the Souris 
reporting law water, stones and a lack of 
material with which to repair·. his canoes. 
In 1797 David Thompson, the explorer, de
scended this river by portaging from the 
Swan River to the head waters of the Assini
boine. 

In the latter days of the fUr trade Brandon 
Houce and Fort la Bosse (Virden) were in
cluded in the Swan River district so most 
furs were shipped north by way of Fort El
lice and Fort Qu' Appelle. In his book" The 
Company of Adventurers" Cowan mentioned 
a brigade of "bateaux" laden with buffalo 
hides setting out in the spring, down river 
from Fort Ellice for Winnipeg. 

Then comes the interval (1876-1882) when 
river steam boats brought up to Winnipeg via 
the Red River, actually plied a profitable 
trade up and down the Assiniboine as far as 
Fort Ellice and once even to Pelly. 

An extract from the report of the Depart
ment of Agriculture of Manitoba, 1882, gives 
an inSight into the rise and decline of the 
river traffic: "Large quantities of freight 
and a considerable number of passengers 
were carried to pOints not served by the 
railway between Winnipeg and Portage b 
Prairie and Brandon and between Brandon 

Marquette - the River Steamboat 
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and Fort Pelly. On this route the Northwest 
Navigation Company (owned by Peter Mc
Arthur, grandfather of Mrs. F. Rown) had 
two boats, the Marquette and the Alpha, both 
flat bottomed stern-wheelers drawing from 
eighteen to twenty- six inches of water. The 
Marquette is 170 tons burden, has a crew 
of fifteen with cabin accommodation for 
fifty passenger£'. Her trips from Winnipeg 
to Fort Ellice average a week, the round 
trip being made in twelve days. 

One factor that made this navigation pos
sible was a period of high water a.l1dflooding. 
Often the boats were able to cut across the 
bends greatly reducing the distance to be 
travelled. The fuel used was cord wood. 
This had to be contracted for at regular 
points along the way. Also there had to be 
some kind of landing at which to load and un
load freight In our district RoUeston's land
ing was located on N.E. 10-14- 27. Farther 
up the river Doyle's ianding figured pro
minently in our early history. 

Before the use of ferries, river crossings 
were made by fording the river. One of 
these fords (Wythe's Ford) on the Fort El
lice trail was located on S.W. 24-13- 27 . 
Another important ford south of Arrow River 
was Mitchell's crossing. These places us
ually had a hard shale bottom. 

One of the main trails was the one from 
Elkhorn to Birtle via Beulah prior to the 
railway reaching Miniota. 

After the town came in 1900 they shut off 
the Elkhorn route. As it was still necessary 
to connect with Beulah and Birtle the stage 
went from Miniota across 31-13-27 to Tay
lor's corner and up past John Powell's to 
Old BeUlah. This road came from Elkhorn 
to Burnbank (P.O.) then down the hills be
hind P. R. Chew's house to the Beulah ferry. 

In order to straighten out the mail route 
(by stage) from Elkhorn to Birtle the Beulah 
ferry was moved down river to the site on 
N.E. qUarter of 26-13-27. Wm. Taylor, Mr. 
W. H. Lynch, J. T. Lynch and Dave Rowan 
pulled it out of the river Cit had sunk) 
with oxen and horses and re-caulked it. This 
was used until the West bridge was built in 
1892. Paul Bryant was the ferry man. 

From the ferry the road angled up the 
valley to Parkissimo P.O. at Dave Rowan'S, 
along the edge of the valley to get around 
the big slough (now crossed by highway 83) 

across country to Beulah and on up to Birtle. 
When the west bridge went in (1892) a right 
of way was surveyed down the hill on the 
land of G. Rowan. 

The North West Central Railway reached 
Miniota in 1900 after sixteen years of delay. 
The Company was to complete the line at least 
as far as the Assiniboine but swindlers had 
played havoc with the company's finances. 
Hence the company kept petitioning the gov
ernment for an extension of time while the 
Municipal councillors kept petitioning the Go
vernment not to extend the time. Finally in 
1897 Councillors Gerrand and Howard were 
sent as delegates to Ottawa. 

The forty-four mile stretch of track from 
Gautier to Miniota, designated as the Cana
dian Pacific's Miniota Subdivision, was ori
ginally known as the North West Central 
Railway. This trackage was secured by 
Canadian Pacific Railway on lease in Jperpet 
uity on April 6th, 1900. The fi:st C.P.R. 
timetable showing service on the line indi
cates that going west there was a mixed 
train on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from Chater to Miniota and a mixed train 
east between these points on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays. 

Some time later the service was increased 
to a daiiy service with many of the trainmen 
making their homes in Miniota. The time 
of departure from Miniota was about 6 a.m. 
arriving in Brandon about 11 a.m. The return 
trip would arrive in Miniota about 7 p.m. 

This was a mixed train and carried mail, 
freight, livestock, express and passengers. 
In the fall of the year they would put on 
extra trains to move the grain. On special 
occasions, such as Brandon Fair, an extra 
passenger train was put into service. Many 
passengers rode the trains at this time. 

The daily service continued untilaboutl932 
when it was reduced to four trains a week. 
The use of automobiles and trucks gradually 
increased until the train service was reduced 
to two a week, several years later. Finally, 
the mail and express and passenger service 
were discontinued, and while there are still 
two trains a week it now hauls only freight. 

Over the years we have had quite anumber 
of station agents and section foremen. Sta
tion agents I remember are: J. Clinton, J. J. 
Henderson (who served here from 1913 to 
1939), O. Wellsman, A. McKinnon, G. Hooper, 
O. Patterson, R. McDonald, and Jack East
uke. Section foremen.were: Cole, F. Frank-
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"Goodbye Old Faithful" (from coal to diesel) 1961 

lin, Wm. Barrett Sr., Sicizinski, T. Topps, 
and John McLean. 

After the completion of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific, later c'N.R. a daily passenger ser
vice was available to the public. This was to 
become a very popular service as it made 
it possible to get to Winnipeg in five or six 
hours. It was not unusual at Christmas time 
to see thirty or more passengers disembark 
from this train. At one time there was a sta
tion, stock yards and a loading platform at 
Miniota but these have all been taken away 
and as the passenger service is very hap:' 
hazard it gets very little patronage. 

Special trains were the silk trains which 
a few people can remember seeing come 
through. The Royal Train travelled through 
this country in 1939 and in 1967 we hope 
to see Canada's Centennial Train. 

With the coming of the diesel locomotives 
trains have become much heavier and longer, 
some of the trains being over a mile long. 
In 1962 .the automatic signals were put into 
use between Winnipeg and Melville and two 
signal men are now stationed here to main
tain this system from Oakner to St. Lazare. 

On November 29th, 1965, a Manitoba Trans
it Bus service was started between Brandon 
and Birtle. Passengers to Brandon are pick
ed up at Miniota at 9 a.m., and arrive back 
at Miniota from Brandon at 8:30p.m. six days 
a week. The Bus Depot is the Miniota Motor 
Hotel. 

NOTES: 

July 25, 1899: - "Surveyors came up on 
Wednesday last and began locating the exten
sion of the G.N.W. Central from Hamiota to 
the Assiniboine." 

August 31, 1899: "J. D. McArthur took the 
contract for the construction of the G.N.W .C. 
extension and his outfit of forty teams with 
the requisite complement of men and ap
pliances and left Birtle yesterday forliami
ota where theYlwill begin work." 

September 26, 1899: -' Railway grading at 
Arrow River - McArthur's grading outfit is 
camped some three miles from Arrow Riv
er P.O. and is working both ways." "Ste
wart Brothers of Parkissimo have the con
tract for grading the 24th mile of the Ham
iota extension. McArthur's contract will be 
completed in a few days." 

November 14th: -"GradingontheG.N.W.C. 
is about finished and track laying is being 
pushed. Date of first train?" 

February 20th: - "The C.P.R. has opened 
telegraph offices at Crandall and Miniota," 

The mainline of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railway, which is now the main transcon
tinental line of the C.N. was completed through 
Miniota to Melville in January, 1909. The first 
train went through here September 21, 1908. 

A spur line for ballast was built across 
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Track laying machine on main line C N R between A. R. and Mini,ota 1906 

West 1/2 6-14- 26, across S.E. 1-13- 27 
and south along Arthur Rowan's (Section 
36-13- 27) to what is now known as the old 
gravel pit. A big steam shovel was brought 
in to load the gravel on· to cars. When the 
work was finished the company sold the right 
of way back to Dave Rowan for a dollar. 
Selwood had a contract to build part of the 
main line right of way near the river. There 
was trouble with springs and this right of 
way across Section 1-13- 27 was abandoned. 
It was moved north to the present site. 

Notes supplied by Mr. McConnell: 

"Wages on railroad - $1.25 for a ten hour 
day, ordinary labor and board. There was a 
camp and a camp cook. Food was mostly 
shipped in. $50. a month for foreman under 
the walking boss. He was offered$75. a month 
the next year. Uno, a cut sixty-nine feet 
deep was filled using wheel barrows, carts 
and 'scrapers. The carts were one ho~se 
drawn. The only mechanization was a steam 
sh9vel which dumped the fill into a chute. 
This steam shovel came up to Miniota on 
the C.P.R. and was taken out at Miniota 
on a track laid ahead of it, picking up the 
back sections and laying them ahead. It was 
fired with coal. The dirt froze so hard that 
the steam shovel dug it up in sucn bIg lumps 
they would upset the little carts, so quit at 
Miniota and moved into cut at Arrow River. 

A railroad gang was about twenty men 
with eight or ten horses from farmers a
round. 

A special means of transportation over 
deep snow is the snow plane. This usually 
consists of an airplane motor and pusher 
propellor, a very light body and two or four 
skiis, depending on the model (Tom Jasper, 
Hydro supervisor, used the first one in this 
area). They develop high speeds, some
times as high as one hundred miles per 
hour and are used now mainly for hunting 
predators. 

Of more recent origin is the skidoo - a 
small motorized sled for snow travel. This 
has its practical uses but is used mainly 
for sport. 

Notes on the river: 
January 19, 1897: "Messrs. Carefoot am 

McCue of Virden were up to Ellice to a:r:
range for supplying that town with fuel by 
floating it down the river.' 

April 19, 1898: "River driving has begun. 
Christie has about one hundred and fifty men 
at work on the Shell and Assiniboine to sup
ply his Brandon Mill. 

Carefoot of Virden expects to have his 
drive of firewood at Ellice dumped into the 
Assiniboine in a few days.' 
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"In July, 1965 four Swan River teenagers 
with two canoes, paddled from the head 
waters of the Assiniboine near Pelly down 
river to Winnipeg. They made a stop by 
our bridge and visited'-at the home of Char
lie Bryant. One of the boys was Ted Gib
bings, formerlv of Miniota." 

TRAILS - LOU LELOND 

One of these trails went to the first post 
office at Arrow River situated about the cent
re of N.W. 1/4 of 25-13-26. The trail 
angled SW across this quarter thence across 
SW quarter of 25-13-26. It then crossed the 
road onto the William Lelond farm SE 
26-13-26. There was a good gravel bottom 
crossing on Golden Creek near where this 
creek jOins the Arrow River. We crossed 
here with the steam threshing outfit when 
the bridges were not fit for heavy loads. 

This road continued SW to where Wm. 
Elliot lived on 23-13- 26 and can still be 
traced by those who knew of it. I have 
been told that this was the road leading 
to Beulah. From Elliots the road angled 
SE across the Arrow River creek coming 
to Copeland's and down Copeland's hill to 
connect with a road that ran to the ferry 
on 1-13-26. It is assumed another road 
ran from Mr. Elliot's west through the 
Gerrand farm to a crossing on the Assini
boine slightly east of 83 highway and thence 
to Elkhorn. 

Another road to the first Arrow River 
school on 36-13-26 went south for a short 
distance then angled SE around the lake 
and south to the valley. This road was 
travelled by the Wiggin and Mitchell fam
ilies coming to school. In the early 1900 
these roads were cut off by fences and 
roads opened in the proper places. 

VIRDEN TRAIL 

A trail' ran north from Virden to the 
valley, going into the valley on 36-13-25, 
later owned by Wm. Elliot. It then crossed 
the valley to the ferry on 1-13-26. This ferry 
was operated by the Mitchell family and 
was in operation until the Mitchell bridge 
was built, on the S.E. 11-13-26 i,rr 1892. 

From the ferry a road ran north to Arrow 
River and Blaris. Another led up the valley, 
crossing the Arrow River at a ford in the 

Armitage yard and thence to Luther Currie's. 
From here it went up the hill to David 
Gerrand's and continues:! N.W. through 21, 
29 and 32-13- 26 to Taylor's Corner then 
turned west to Parkissimo. 

FERRIES 

By-law No. 23 passed at Beulah on the 
7th of August, 1885: Whereas it is expedient 
to pass a by-law for regulating the running 
of the Beulah Ferry and for regulating the 
fees to be collected at said Ferry, also to 
appoint a ferry-man. That W. H. Lynch be 
first ferry-man. 

Rates: 
For each span of oxen, horses, mules 
aJ}.d wagon or other vehicles - each 
way.25\!. 
For each vehicle drawn by a single 
beast - .20Y. 
Any beast driven without conveyance -
.10Y. 
For each horse and mule and rider -
.l5Y. 
Passing on foot - .10Y. 
Passengers of stage coach or wagon 

shall go free, also ministers of the gospel 
on their pastoral charge duties and people 
going to and from church. 

Parties requiring ferry between 9 p.m. 
and 5 a.m. are charged double fare and 
double rates for Sundays either night or 
day. 

Second ferry- man was Harry Turner. . 
November 16, 1897: "Miniota and Ellice 

have had a heavy drain maintaining ferries 
but are now well supplied with good bridges 
over- the Assiniboine. Heavy work has been 
done on the hills leading to the Miniota 
bridges during the past summer and teaming 
and driving across the Assiniboine Valley 
to Elkhorn or Virden is now a pleasure 
compared with ferry days.' 

July, 1901: "Miniota stage dates are now 
the reverse days from what they were before 
change in the railway service, the stage 
leaving Miniota at 8 a.m. Monday, Wednesday 
and Fridays. Returning it leaves Birtle at 
8 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturdays." 

October 15. 1906 - South Bridge (now on 
Highway 83. 1949 - New South Steel Bridge 
on Highway 8~ 
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Bridge Construction (overhead) at Arrow River 

BRIDGES - BY A. ARMITAGE 

Flooding has always been a problem in 
the Assiniboine valley and mostly in the 
spring when the ice breaks up and lodges 
in great jams, sometimes several miles 
long. This used to put severe strain on the 
old wooden bridges (now all demolished), 
but which were a very vital link in the 
transportation system of those times. The 
Mitchell bridge had tb be rebuilt twice, 
in 1900, I believe and again in 1917. In 
April, 1922, two spans of the west bridge 
were knocked off their pilings and floated 
down to the south bridge (approximately where 
the steel bridge now spans the river) where 
it had to be dismantled and hauled back to 
its original site and rebuilt. As the river 
was in high flood at this time all roads 
across the valley were closed. A ferry 
service was put in operation with Harry 
Castle and Bill Hurlin, who each had a 
motor boat, used to cross the ,valley at 
appointed times and take passengers and sup
plies back and forth. 

In October, 1942, the west bridg~ collapsed 
when a car driven by Jean McKmnon, was 
crossing it and it fell into the river. Fort
unately the river was low and she was able 
to get out of the car and make her way to 
shore and thence to Arthur Rowans. The 
bridge was never rebui~t and as. a result 
of this accident; the MItchell bndge was 
condemned and it too, was dismantled. In 
1949 the new bridge was built on 83 highway 
and the last of the old bridges was dis
mantled and sold. 

CollapSe of West Bridge showing car- that 
went down. 

As the highway construction in the munici
pality advanced, old bridges were blov:n and 
replaced by fills and culverts. The pIct.ure 
below is an example of the above constructIon. 
This old cement bridge was blasted and the 
road "filled" witll tons of earth bought 

Minillta's Old South Bridge over Assiniboine from the farmers nearby. 
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Bridge across Golden Creel<. Blasted In 
1906. 

SNOWMOBILE TRANSPORTATION - C. w. 
ELLERINGTON 

During the early 1940' s, after the rural 
schools began to close, getting children to 
school presented·a major problem. The days 
of good horses had gone and our roads were 
far from being all-weather. 

In 1947 the Family Herald magazine had 
an article and picture of a machine which 
was being used in Quebec for transporting 
children as far as 35 miles to school. This 
seemed to be the answer, so my brother 
Chris and I decided to investigate, and if 
favorable to buy one. 

My wife and I drove to London, and from 
there I took the train to the little town of 
Valcourt near Montreal. After seeing these 
machines and finding out the conditions under 
which they were working, it waf: not difficult 
to make a decision. 

Snow conditions in Quebec are far worse 
than Manitoba, and the hard winters we had 
for the next few years proved we had made 
no mistake. 

Chris and I did most of the driving, 
but Les Horner also made some trips. 
One winter Imperial Oil hired the snow
mobile for the winter, and Bob Boyce did 
the driving for us. 

Besides using the bus for a school van it 
was used for every kind of emergency. 
We often wondered why people got sick, 
broke limbs, or decided to have a baby 
in the middle of a 30 below night with a 

Bridge built in 1920 at Arrow River. 

blizzard. I believe though, that while we 
had this machine there was a feeling of 
security throughout the community, as people 
knew that no matter what the weather or 
road conditions, we could always get there, 
and as the bus was air-conditioned they 
could be sure of a certain amount of comfort. 

Thi,; machine was built for 12 passengers, 
but on many occasions we had as many 
as 17 hockey players plus all their gear. 
Dr. Chalmers was a wonderful companion 
when I was taking him to attend sick people 
on the reserve and elsewhere. He used to 
tell of his experiences while driving the 
horses and travelling in snowplanes which 
were not heated in any way. 

Mr. Berwick used the bus quite a lot for 
his telephone work. Many times the snow 
was so deep we would drive right under 
the lines, then he could climb on top of the 
bus, fix the line, hook up his utility phone 
and contact the exchange. 

Snowmobile 
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I believe the most exciting, or nerve 
wracking trip we had was a cold stormy 
night when Jim Hawes phoned us to take a 
neighbor's wife to the hospital in Birtle 
I picked up Les Horner, and went from ther~ 
to Mr. Hawes place. As there was no road 
Jim went with us to give us some idea of 
direction. The bus had a large door on the 
side to allow a stretcher, so we had no 
trouble loading the patient. Our big worry 
was not knowing if she was alive, or if 
she would be when we got her to the hosp
ital. The side road we had to take was 
grown up on the side with willows about 
15 feet high. Then the snow had drifted 
this full, and had left a sheer drop. We 
had to stay on top as there was no where 
else to go. The three miles until we reached 
thehighway were the longest I can remember
however, we arrived with our passenge; 
still alive. She madr a recovery and had 
her baby. These results made all the hazards 
worth the effort. 

As our machine was the first in western 
Canada, we were glad when another was 
purchased in Virden. The following year we 
had occasion to call for it one night when 
Chris was returning from Virden with a 
load of curling spectators. It was a bitterly 

cold night and one of the tracks broke 
Luckily they were near a farm house and 
they stayed there until the Virden bu~ had 
arrived and towed them home. I believe that in 
the thousands of miles we drove that was 
the only time it let us down. ' 

. Another memorable trip was during a 
ViOlent March snowstorm. Chris had just 
returned from 24 hours of continuous driving 
when some friends who had been attending 
the fat stock show in Birtle phoned as the 
roads had become impassable.,. They had 
been bulldozed out but had immediately 
filled in again. Chris and Les Horner made 
this trip. They were not able to stay on 
the main road as there were many cars 
strande~ and completely covered with snow. 
In makmg these trips across fields we 
were fortunate in having so many friends 
as just how many fences we had to cut 0; 
trample into the snow I can't recall but 
no one ever complained. ' 

We kept the snowmobile until 1953 when 
our roads were beginning to get into shape 
for all year travel. We finally sold it to 
someone near Brandon where road conditions 
were still bad. Thinking about our experiences 
reminds me of the motto of the old Pony 
Express; as in spite of wind, sleet, frost 
or snow, we had to get through. 
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NI llnicipal School District of fvfiniota 

No. 149 

The Municipal School District of Miniota 
had its beginning in April 1919. Upon a 
majority vote of the ratepayers in the munici
pality, all school districts wi!hin.its bound
aries, except union school dlstncts (those 
in partly adjoining municipalities) were 
merged into one. Instead ofthirty-six trustees 
and eleven school boards, the area voted 
in one school board with twelve members. 
Each of the six wards in the municipality 
was represented by two trustees and these 
men were to make up the first municipal 
school board in Manitoba. 

The first election of officers took place 
in July 1919 and the following board took 
office in August: 

Ward 1 W.Ivera.ch Isabella 
R. D. Warren Isabella 

(1st sec.-treas.) 
Ward 2 J. A. Fraser Beulah 

(1st chairman) 
E. Forster Beulah 

Ward 3 John Bell Arrow River 
R. L. Stevenson Isabella 

Ward 4 W. J. Bonner Miniota 
John Foster Miniota 

Ward 5 J. M. Elliott Arrow RIver 
G. K. Douglas Crandall 

Ward 6 R. ,1(. Chalmers Miniota 
Robt. Peel Miniota 

This board attempted to raise money by 
a By-law to construct new schools in Arrow 
River, Beulah, Isabella and Miniota. The 
By-law was defeated and the board had to 
proceed slowly. In 1928 a new four-roomed 
school was constructed in Miniota. Rooms 
were added to Arrow River School until 
it had three large classrooms. Beulah and 
Isabella now have modern schools built in 
1951 and 1954 respectively. 

Transportation has always been provided 
for all school chiidren. In some cases when 
a high school student had to board in town, 
a set' amount was paid to them each day, 
in lieu of transportation. In the twenties and 
early thirties summer and winter vans were 
horse drawn and supplied by the board. 
When money was scarce, many ratepayers 
drove vans to pay land taxes and telephone 
rentals (telephone system then owned by 

municipality). Now-a-days cars, statiollwag
ons and school buses transport all children 
to the nearest open school. 

From its inception and until 1932, the 
municipal board supplied students' school 
supplies and some text-books. Vocational 
courses were set up during winter months 
but owing to economic reasons during the 
30' s many plaIls had to be curtailed. 

An outstanding feature of the muniCipal 
system was the hiring of a supervisor. 
The supervisor acted as attendance officer, 
checked students' progress and teachers' 
efficiency. Messrs. T. A. Neelin, Plewes, 
H. Albright and J. W. Clarke acted as super
visors from 1919 to 1931, until the office, 
for financial reasons, was not filled. 

Since 1959, when school divisions were 
formed in the province to look after second
ary students, the Miniota Municipal School 
Board has had administration over pupils 
in grades one to eight. At present, 1966, 
these public school students are attending 
schools in Miniota (114) Beulah ( 68) and 
Isabella (51). The one-roomed rural school 
has disappeared and large units seem to 
be fast appearing. Miniota has been proud 
of its Municipal School District and feels 
it has pioneered in the field of larger school 
units. 

MINIOTA COLLEGIATE 

The Miniota Collegiate of the Birdtail 
School Division, since its construction in 
1960 has been an active and exciting spot. 
The High School section of the MiniotaSchool 
moved to this new building early in 1960, 
under the staff of Mr. Wilkie, Mr. Gommer
man and Mrs. Bell, with Mr. SVistrop com
pleting the year for Mr. Gommerman. In 
the following year Mr. Kingdon replaced 
Mr. Wilkie as prinCipal; and Mrs. Rinn 
joined the staff in place of Mr. Svistrop. 
The new staff in 1962 was Mrs. Barrett, 
Mr. Ho, Mr. Horkie with Mr. Kingdon as 
principal. Ken May and Rae Westcott joined 
Mrs. Barrett and Mr. Kingdon then for two 
years. 
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Miniota Collegiate 

The Collegiate was reduced to fifty-nine 
students under a staff of only three teachers
Mr. Kingdon, Mr,s. BarrettandEdJorundson. 
Mr. Kingdon left to teach in Birtle and the 
1966- 67 staff consisted of Mr. Moldowan, 
Mr. Glen Jackson, Mrs. Mundell and Mrs. 
Barrett. 

Though small in size, this collegiate has 
posed a threat to all other collegiates in 
the Division in academic awards, sports, 
musiC, public speaking, track and field, 
and drama. The annual variety concerts have 
been a highlight each year; as have the 
Closing Exercises. in which the coveted 
awards for special achievement have been 
public ally announced. 

A few outstanding awards achieved by this 
Collegiate since its inception are: Isbister 
scholarship 1962; highest average in the 
division 1961; highest divisional awards in 
French 1963 and 1964; highest awards in 
English 1965 and 1966; highest award in 
History 1966; champion girls basketball team 
in divisional B league and finalists in A 
league 1965;' Mathematics congress award 
1963; 1st place in cross country raCing 
for the Zone meet (three divisions) 1966; 
3rd place for cross country in the provin
cial meet 1966; records broken by Miniota 
athletes at Divisional and Zone m·eets 1962 
63, 64 and 66; festival shield winners in 
1962 and 1966; oratorical winner of divi
sion 1960 through 1966. 

This building has been a centre of interest 
for students and parents alike, kept alive 
and exciting through the combined efforts 
of students, parents and staff. Those who 
attended Grades 9 to 12 in Miniota's Colleg
iate look back with nostalgia and with a 
warmth of feeling on these very important 
years in which hard work combined with 
school spirit to make these the four(or more) 
best years - possible only in a school such 
as this where co- operation has been the 
key-note. 

Miniota Collegiate, May 26, 1960 
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CHEERLEADERS ;.--' 1!}ij4, 
Left to right: Barhara Craig, Patsy \Niel1s, 
Wilda Lockhai't, Bernatiette Chartier, Shar
on Bryant. Diane Williams. 

GIRLS BASEBALL ,-i965 
Front row L to R,: Anne Armitage, Kathy 
Hanlin, Kathy Cizu'k, Lynn Wiltshire, Elaine 
Attwood. 2nd. row: Marilyn Bruce, Arlene 
Armitage, Dale Leland, Maureen Leland, 
Sylvia Thompson, Mr. Kingdon, (coach). 

Mini,C1ta Glee Club, 1966 
Back f!{)W, left to right: Don Armitage, Bob Gardham, Ken Haines, Ken Armi
tage, Bob McKenzie, Leonard Lelond, Gary Leland, Mac Lelond, Allan Curry, 
Glen Cameron, Ken Peel. 

2nd Row: Ross Leland, Sheila Lelond, Maureen Lelond, Arlene Armitage, 
Mar'ilyn Bruce, Carol G,c>w, Evelyn Rollo. Lynne Wiltshire, Shona Leland, 
Colleen Mossop, Bob Water's, Ross Rowan. 

3rd Row: NOI'een Wad ham, Pat Wiens, Sharon Bryant, Kathy Spalding, 
Pat Kostenuk, Linda Goodwin, Kathleen Rollo, Gayle Clark, Beth Armitage, 
Mona MI();rton, Brian Gardham, JilTl Armitage, Stan Bryant, Mrs. Bal;rett. 

Front Row: Elaine Attwood, Joanne Lelond, Sharon Attwood,.Maree" .0.9-
herty, Sharon Leland Sherry Pier';;e, Wanda Clark, EI~ine Zorn. Aline Char-
tier, Linda Lou ihom'ps,o.n, Delaine Zorn. . 



SOCCER TEAM, 1965 
Back Row: Ross Lelond. Gerry Gow, Mac 
Lelond, John Trout,. Bob Gardham. 2nd 
Row: Ron Clark, Ken Miller, Ken Armit
age, Gary Lelond, Bob McKenzie, M·r. Wes
cott coach). 3rd Row: David Hanlin, Bill 
Kostenuk, David Spalding, Jim Ariss, Ken 
Peel. 

STUDENT COUNCIL - 1962 
Standing: Diane Williams, Lois Lelcmd, 
John Mitchell, Kevin Lelond, Helen Long, 
Faye Lelond, Nelson Kenward. Seated; Elin
or Armitage, I,ris Lelond, Linda Lelond. 

MIINIOTA BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM 
1963 

Ba'ckrow: Ken Spa·rks, Brian Long, Clarke 
Stewart, John Mitchell, Bob McKenzie, 
coach, Mr. Kingdon. Kneeling; Gordon Whit
ford, Ken Powell, .Maurice Currie, Richard 
McKean, David Spalding, Garth Powell. 
Missing: K. Bryant, G. GOw, B. Kosteniuk, 
K. Peel, K. Lelond. 

GIRLS BASKETBALL - 1964 
Back row: Linda Goodwin, Betty Ann An
drushuk, Cathie Hanlin, .Mona Morton, 
Shona Lelond. 2nd row: Joan Leland lin
da A~mitage, Carol Goodwin, Dale Leland, 
Mr. Kingdon (coach). 3rd row: Anne Armi
tage, Bev. Bryant, Judy Bryant, Beth Armi
tage. 
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The l\Iiniota ;\lunicipal Telephone 
System 

By Mrs. Wm. Peel 

Interest in a telephone system was shown 
as far back as 1903, when the following 
item appeared in the Birtle Eye Witness: 
, It has been suggested that a line to connect 
Bir~leJ Beulah and Miniota would pe a good 
paymg one, and what such a line could be 
put in good working order for. If an expert 
is employed to handle ·the work, cost would 
probably total $2,000. Were it built by a 
local company on the most expensive plan, 
with 24 foot posts, 32 to the mile, about 
$1,300 would put it in good running order; 
while if built as they are constructed in 
parts of Nebraska and other western states, 
by using fence posts wherever. available, 
and posts not' more than 10 or 12 feet apart 
except at road crossings, about $25.00 per 
mile would cover .all costs except phones." 
Also from the Birtle Eye Witness, in 1904: 
"The Miniota C ouncH are inquiring into the 
cost of building a telephone system." 

In April 1908, at a meeting of the Miniota 
Municipal Council, a committee was appoint
ed to make arrangements for getting the 
needed supplies to build a telephone system, 
and to arrange for the borrOWing of suff
icient money to pay for the same. This 
committee consisted of: Reeve James Thomp
son; Secretary- Treasurer William Howard 
and Councillor Fraser. Tenders were to close 
on July 30, 1908, and the telephones were 
to be installed in the ratepayers' homes 
for $18.00 per year. 

The poles were hauled by horse and wagon 
and holes were dug by hand. A column in 
a Telephone Echo called" Those were the 
Days", stated, "When building lines into 
Crandall in 1908, the construction gang lived 
in tents until Christmas. They didn't have 
a fire, and slept on a mattress on the 
ground. When lines were built into Miniota, 
conditions were better as they had a hotel 
in which to stay. Their wages were 25y 
per hour for a ten hour day, six days a 
week. Four dollars a week was deducted 
for board." 

In November 1908, W.D. Berwick came as 
Government Inspector. The Miniota switch-

Interior of Miniota's first telephone office. 
First operator - Carrie Turner - 1908-09. 

board was installed in December, 1908 in 
the Turner House, now the Miniota Cafe. 
Mr. H. Turner and his two daughters, Hattie 
and Carrie (Mrs. ~. Spencer) were the 
first operators. Crahdall switchboard was 
installed in 1908, and was operated by Dr. 
Fraser. 

Hattie Turner, one of the first operators. 
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In January 1909 lvlr ° Berwick was dppointed 
to the office of 'trouble shooter" ° He served 
the entire municipality including the towns 
of Isabella, Beulah, Crandall, Arrow River 
and Miniotao He was paid $125,00 a month, 
and had to take care of all expeI1ses such 
as horses, bug~y, sleigh and travel. The 
Miniota Herald of 1909 stated" Orders for 
phones are being sent in daily, People find 
they cannot do WittlOut them.' 

Telephone rates increased as shmvn in 
ttlefollowing article: "Tile capital involved 
in the construction of the central offices 
and lines throughout the different townships 
amounts to $59,000 and returns or revenue 
from the subscribers, besides paying interest 
on the capital, pays all expenses as well as 
a tidy surplus. The rate for a house phone 
is only $20000 a year, a business phone 
$24000 a yeaL Thus while the government 
phones average nearly twice as much, this 
Municipal line gives better service at half 
the priceo 

The present -system has been a great 
factor in building up trade, and is a great 
boon to the farmer, who can communicate 
with the large cities in an incredibly short 
time ° Phones are installed in private resi
dences free of charge, and are repaired 
by the municipality.' 

When lines or phones were out of order, 
travel to make repairs was done by horse 

and buggy or sleigh. In 1911 Ivlr ~ Bey-v/iek 
purchased a cat Yvohkh r:!acle ;:oepair wotk 
easier in the sum mel', . but long cold drives 
were still necessary in the winter. Storms 
and hIgh winds often disrupted service, such 
.as the cyclone in 1915, 

!VIr. Wo Jatvis was in chatge of the teleM 
phone system from about 1916 to 1923, when 
Mr. Berwick took over again. 

'In 1923 the Miniota telephone exchang'e 
was transferred to the building which is 
now the Miniota Radio Electric. i.Alhen con
struction or line repairing was done an 
assistant lineman was hired, usually from 
the municipality. In 1928 a municipal truck 
was purchased, and it was still in use in 
1952 0 

From about 1930-1943 mD110Y was scarce 
and employees wages were reduced, some 
phones were taken out ;:u,d little construction 
was done. 

In the forties Chades Ellering(oIl and hIs 
bombardier were hired by !vIr. Berwick to 
speed up repair work. Roads were gradually 
built up for winter driving, and improved so 
that travel by car was possible for a longer 
period of time. . 

In April 1950 officials of the Ivlanitoba 
Telephone - System met with a Municipal 
Telephone commitiee to discuss the proposed 
sale of the telephone system to the Manitd 

oba Government. In lVlay of that year a 
heavy snow storm snapped poles and tangled 
wires, and though the system was old it 
was patched up and put into working order 
agairL 

The MiniQta Ttlel)i10ne Systerl! was put 
ui1der the control of the Government on 
July 1, 1951. The employees were retained 
until the new automatic system could be 
installed and new lines built for a dial 
systemo The main exchange would be at 
Hamiota, with auxilliary exchanges at C rand
all, Miniota and one between Beulah and 
Isabella, Municipal poles and wire were 
sold to the ratepayers. 

The following quotation is f;:Oill the Miniota 
Herald of June 12, 1952: : iNe viifl j but We 
will 10s2. It will not be very lOEg now before 
a change·.over is made in our system of 
telephone communication, The Vlorn ouLand 
obsolete system is soon to be replaced by 
a modern automatic system, "Ve shall wel
come the change} although the Mil1iota Te1e .. 



phone System served a purpose for a great 
many years. No longer will we have afriendly 
person sitting at a switchboard, ready to 
connect us up to a person towhom we want to 
talk. Central operators were right on the 
job in case of fire, sickness and many 
other occasions. While we are going to 
discard the old for the new, we are defin
ately going to be the losers when the operators 
at our central 8.re withdrawn," 

On July 1, 1952 the Miniota Municipal 
Telephone System was changed over to the 
Manitoba Government Dial System. Dr. 
Bjornson purchased the telephone office. The 
last trouble man was W. D. Berwick; the 
last assistant lineman W. Leary, and the 
last operators Vlere 1H1'. D. Deans (1941-52), 
Miss Phyllis Peel (Mrs. E, Thompson) and 
Mr. J. Desmond. 

The following tribute to the telephone 
operator was taken from a Miniota Herald 
1909; 'The telephone subscri.ber has come 
to regard 'Central' as an ever available 
bureau of information. The score of the 
football game, the latest election returns, 
the locale of the big fire, the light which 
can be seen on the horizon, cmd even the 
exact time are all points on which the long 
suffering operator must be posted,'; 

Telephones operators Edna Sarar'as, WJrs, 
G. ©fillby. (t"!'.S\Vf.l!l), 

The following are some of the Miniota 
telephone oper8,tors: 

Mr. H. Turner 
Miss C. Turner (Mrs. A. Spencer) 
Miss H. Turner (1908 - about 1943) 
Mrs. Colby (Mrs. Graves) 
Miss E. Sararas 
Miss I. Tyler 
Miss F. Birch 
Miss M. Alshire 
Miss M. Dicken 
Miss J. Campbell 
Miss N. Ruddish 
Miss M. Conover (Mrs. W. Jolley) 
Mr. H. Salter 
Miss Marie MacPherson 
Miss Mary Mossop (Mrs. F. Bryant) 
Miss Myrtle Mossop (Mrs. M. Curry) 
Miss Maude Dickey (Mrs, Les Bryant) 
Mrs. W. Leary 
i''11iss 1. Rowan (Mrs. L. Robinson) 

THE TELEPHONE 

The telephone in this locale 
Preceded hydro by a spell, 
In the year nineteen hundred and eight 
The telephone came into date, 
It has its merits we know well, 
But friendly visits does curtaiL 
You think about a friend and so 
You telephone instead of go. 
It has improved throughout its tIme, 
From a rural barbed wire fence line, 
To municipal, used to be, 
And ;lOW the dial phone we see. 
Qllr friendly local central gone, 
Now automatic rings the gong. 
Mr. Berwick was the man 
To Jall, if trouble was at hand. 
A friendly chap, we liked hIs call, 
And missed him when the elial did all. 
It's rather sad time doesn't last, 
And the preseni: is so soon the past, 
But progress is a Goodly thing, 
So thanks, Mr, Bell, for the ph@e to ring. 

by Mrs. Ii. E. C18gg 

MANITOBA HYDRO 

1930 was a historic year for Minioi3 .. 
In June of that year construction of the line 
to extend Hydro to include our town was 
begun. Beginning at Virden it followed what 
was then a main road, crossed the Assiniboine 
at Mitchell's bridge and continued on to 
Arrow River. From Arrow River a line was 
built to Crandall and one to Miniota. It 
was necessary to go a mile north of Arrow 
River and thence to Miniot.a as there was 
an emergency landing field on the land now 



occupied by Verne Lelond, and the author
ities did not want the power line to 0 close 
to it. In October of that year power which 
was generated in Virden by a 420 H.P. plant 
was turned on and Miniota became one of 
the forty or so communities served by the 
Manitoba Power Commission. All of the 
Construction was done the hard way. Holes 
were dug by manpower. Poles were erected 
by !pen using pike poles, and, tamped by 
hand. Owing to the depression construction 
came to a standstill for a time but in 1936 
the lines were extended to Beulah and Isa
bella, and about 1939 were extended from 
Miniota west to Manson and McAuley. 

As war broke out at this time all extens
ions ceased until 1949 when rural electrif
ication came to Miniota. This .was quite a 
aITierent oPeration from previous efforts'. 
Now all construction was mechanized with 
machines to dig, set the poles, and tamp 
them. Another crew came to set anchors 
etc. then another crew to string wire, hang 
transformers etc. In December 1949 all the 
west half of the municipality received power 
and the east half the next year. 

The District Supervisors have always been 
stationed at Miniota, Thos. Jasper, our 
first supervisor, came in 1930 and remained 
until 1943 when his duties were taken over 
by Myril McCombe. Mr. McCombe remained 
until 1946 when he was replaced by Stan 
Ford who stayed until 1948. At this time 
Maurice Currie took over and remained 
until his transfer to Dauphin in 1962. At 
that time Eric Peterson, our present Hydro 
M::m' assumed the many responsibilities 

associated with the position today. Over 
the past 36 years there have been no serious 
powe.r failures in this area and we feel that 
Hydro has contributed more to rural living 
than any other utility. 

RURAL ELECTRICITY 

In December 1949, the hydro came 
The rural line. 
From candles, kerosene and gas, 
This was a miracle no less. 
Now power washers could be used, 
And 'frigeration we could choose. 
The ice well fell into decay, 
And we tucked our lamps with wicks away. 
Not just for women was it made, 
But men's chores too could change their ways. 
No lanterns showing a dim light, 
But yard lights shining really bright, 
Making the countryside around 
LODk like scattered little to'NUS, 
Milking always d')n2 by hand, 
Could now be done by machine and stand, 
With milking parlors in the barn 
For those with m::1.'lj »WS on farm. 
Machines to rol.l the grain for feed, 
Replaced the chopper; s ready need. 
The water trough, that could a problem be 
Now has a heater, you can see, 
The blacksmith shops took a new trend 
With welders and motors to no end, 
And tractor plugs replaced the horse. 
They also heated cars, of course. 
Then oil by thermostat control 
Took the place of wood and coal. 
These wonders of our age we see 
From rural electricity, 
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The Townsite of Rea 

By W. Howard 

The townsite of Rea was surveyed in 1907, 
the year after the steel was laid for the Grand 
Trunk Railway. The surveyer was a Mr. 
Destine, with helper E. P. Brown. The S 1/2 
of 4-14-26 was purchased from the late Wm. 
Howard for th," townsite, and the N 1/2 of 
4-14-26 and the N 1/2 of 33-13-26 was also 
purchased, bringing the total to 960 acres. 
About forty acres of this land was laid out for 
townsite, leaving plenty of room for a depot. 

The reason why so much land was purchased 
was that it was intended for a divisional point.' 
At that time it was thought necessary to have 
a divisional poi~t near the Assiniboine Valley, 
so a pusher engme would be available to assist 
the freight trains up th~ valley hill. However, 
after the work was completed, they tested 
for a water supply, and found it was impos
sible to procure enough, so the whole idea 
was abandoned. 

In the sum~ner of 1908, Atlas grain built 
an elevator at R(~a. Several local men worked 
041 the pro,iect, then went with the gang to 
:v'}stern p.omts. To those reading this book, 
It may brmg back memories of Wm. Mossop 
Sr., Rex Irwin, Harry Newland and William 
Breen. Some took up land and made their 
hOffio2S in the western provinees. The eleva
tor was o~lY operated for a few years, the 
buyers bemg; Arthur Suckling, Thomas Sid
ey and George Lurkin. It was eventually 
torn down and moved away. 

Rea haj a section house and bunk house. 
In the summ3r there were about ten menem
ployed, and in the winter, four. There was 
also a telegraph station for a short tima 
which was a remodelled box car. This wa~ 
handled by the Bedford brothers. The section 
house was finally bought by Mr. F. Teal and 
moved to his farm sou~h of Arrow River. 

/ 

Rea handled a lot of wheat when there 
was no railway to Beulah, Isabella and Decker 
hen.ce it was a flag station for the way 
freIghts, also for a passenger train each 
way every day. 

It is interesting to note that the railway 
wanted the name of the divisional point to 
start with the letter R, so when Rea did not 
come up to expectations, the location was 
changed to thirty-five miles east and was 
named Rivers. . 

Rea was taken off the railway timetable 
in October, 1933. In the fifties the side 
track was taken away, and thl~ townsite of 
Rea is now a thing of the past. 

A SOLILOQUY 

To be .)1' Qot to be? 
Oh botheration! 

They've come along and swiped my station. 

For four long weary years 
It's been upon their track. 

Ye G.T.P. g:ve me my station back. 

Who ruined my prospeets? 
W!lat a pity, 

Somp. day in time, I might have been a city. 

What fool, what knave, 
What rotten bloater 

MC\'j)d my little" all" to Miniota? 

Though rich in land 
And watered by a slough, 

SOlTI8f10W or other, I never grew. 

My course is run, 
I greatly fear 

I'll have to g,') W1/ lY:I.ck to the Rea. 
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The J\1 iniota Farmers' ;\1 utual 

Fire I nsurance Com pan y 

The Miniota Farmers' Mutual Fire Insur
an'~I' Company. Head Office. Beulah. Incor
porated 1885, Amount of 'Insurance in force 
December 31, 1911, $8,553,717.00, Assets 
$205,262.50, Cash Assets $72,815.24. Jas A, 
Frazer President, G. Rowan Vice President, 
M. G. Doyle, Secretary Manager. 

The above introduction was copied from a 
Miniota Municipal History published in 1912. 
The history of this insurance company, 
writlen at that time, states" In 1882, W. A. 
Doyle, being well versed in insurance before 
he left Ontario, made up his mind to give 
the new settlement in which he lived. the 
benefit of mutual protection from fire. He 
accordingly framed a draft of the bill to 
incorporate the company. L8.ter, he went 
out and solicited risks at one dollar and fifty 
cents a risk. He succeed, d in getting a suf
ficient number-, tile $1.50 was his whole 
revenue for some years. 

-The office at this time was in his own 
house-. Tile first president was James E Hiolt 
of Arro,,' River, the directors were chosen 
from all over the territory in which the com
pany was doing business. Mr. Doyle was one of 
the first and the last of the official board to 
withdraw from the management of the com
pany. By the economical man8gement of the 
comp;my in its early days, Mr. Doyle managed 
to gather together a reserve fund greater per 
dollar at risk than all the other mutual 
companies in the province altogether, At the 
same time, the members had cheaper insur .. 
2_nce than they could get elsewhere-. 

After W. A. Doyle resigned, the directors 
engaged M. G. Doyle, He was also appointed 
a director. The head office is situated - in 
Beulah - is built of brick. -The Compal1Y 
has collected the low assessment from its 
members for so long without drawing on the 
reserve, that they feel satisfied they can 
continue-.'· . 

To Mr. W. A Doyle goes the credit for 
beginning agreat enterprise in which changing 
times and financial pressure were to become 
controlling factors, The following is quoted 
from a letter dated December 2, 1966: -
, The Wawanesa did not start from the Miniota 
Mutual. Howe"er, the two companies had their 
beginnings about the same time, the W awa-

nesa began operation in 1896, In 1923 the 
Wawanesa took over the Miniota Farmers 
Mutual - a company which could have been 
a promising Mutual today. It had a lot of 
good business in good farming districts, and 
a force of betler than average agents, Its 
failure can be laid entirely to the Directors 
in their lack of foresight to provide adequate 
reserves. Each year, hoping to minimize 
the cost of their own insurance, they keptthe 
annual assessment down to a figure that just 
barely covered their current 10s'es and ex
penses. All companies suffered an abrupt 
increase in losses a few years after World 
War I. Miniota was forced to call for much 
higher assessment but collections then were 
pitif~l1y poor. With their funds gone, the bank 
credIt exhausted, the Wawanesa came to the 
rescue -- The Wawanesa has taken the lead 
in coming to. the rescue of the wavering 
Mutuals, havmg taken. over 11 different 
Mutuals in the last 40 years." 

Prominent in the business transaction at the 
tIme of the "take over' was Dr. Vanstone, 
then of Wawanesa Mutual. He, as a young 
man, had taught school in this distrIct, prior 
to taking his medical training. Also, before 
and at the time of the change to Wawanesa, 
the Miniota agent was Ml'. J. Russell Lynch, 
He remained the agent until 1958, when the 
agent was Charles R. Lee, who is well known 
in this area. 

The Loca I Co-operative 
tv\overnent 

The Co-operative movement grew out of the 
need for more justice in prices. After the 
First World War, and the "price squeeze" 
that is now just history to many, a few peo
ple developed the idea of pooling their buying 
power. 

These people developed the idea of buying 
in bulk orders co- operatively such articles 
as flour, sugar, apples, twine and coal. They 
found that there was considerable saving es
pecially in rail car lots. "Money saved was 
money earned." Although those taking part 
in this "business" hardly realized it, this 
was the beginning of our own local Co
operative movement. 

Not until the middle '20s with the tractor 
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taking over from the horse and the increased 
need for gasoline and grease rather t~an 
hay and oats was it realized that some!hlllg 
more than a "buying club" was reqUlred. 
Capital was needed and the Consolidated 
Co-operative was the answer. 

At Arrow Fiver those names supporting the 
very first Co-operative activities were Mit
chells and Fleming. The first Board at Min
iota were: Gilbert Rowan, J. F. Strachan, 
Chris Ellerington, Sr., Arthur Richardson, 
George Reynolds, A. C. Hill, T.G.Long. 

Oil grease, twine and coal were the first 
prod{lCts to be handled. There is no record 
of the minute books for the years 1929 to 
1945. Prior to March 9,1945, consideration 
was given to the purchase of the Miniota 
Hardware Company and tile shareholders 
were approached and their consent to sell the 
store was obt:,l.ined. 

A drive for members was undertaken and 
a hundred signed for one or more Ten Dol
lar Shares. The remainder required for the 
purchase of the store was in the form of 
interest-bearing loans from a few of the 
members. 

The Board at this time were: Whit Howard, 
John Stowe, Spence Wallace, Oswald Blaich, 
Chris. Ellerginton, Sr., J. J. Morton, T. G. 

Long; manager was Ross Eoll.ins; Asst. 
managerJ. W. Horner. 

Many still remember "ChrisThor" and his 
efforts to convey to the district the value of 
the co-operative way of life. 

There have been a nl'mber of changes in 
management and we now are amalgamated 
with Birtle under the new name "Twin 
Valley Co-op Ltd." 

PMU - The District's Newest Winrel' In
dustry 

The production and sa 'ling of urine from 
pregnant mares, during the winter ,is the 
newest industry in this area. The mares 
must be stabled and harnessed. the Arrow 
River rink ha.ving been remodelled for this 
purpose. The old waiting room is used to 
store equipment. The urine cannot be fro
zen and is taken to a disposal centre in 
Brandon twice a week. This 'urine, after be
ing processed into estrogen pills, becomes 
a valuable medicine to ,. maintain the youth 
and beauty" of the fairer sex. 

As of December 1966, those involved intbis 
industry are Jerry HodgIns, Wayne Brown 
and StH Taylor of IVIiniot8., Ernie Andrews of 
Two C reeks, and Ken and (cary Brown of 
Virden. 

Parkissimo Cheese Factory 

CHEESE FACTORY AT ARROW RIVER 
Left to right: Mr. Clark, Fleming, Howie (cheese maker), and W. l.elond, Gil:! Rowan, 
SunleyoQr Hill. Front: W. Lynch. 

Photographer: F. H. Paynter, Beulah, 1\1an. 
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According to old newspaper records in 
1895 B\,ulah, Parkissimo, Rossburn, Bins
carth and Seeburn districts met and proposed 
to establish cheese factories. Even in pioneer 
days though there were differences of opinion, 
for Birtle, Newdale and Arrow River proposed 
creameries. 

The difference in price between dairy and 
creamery butter did more tohastenco-oper
ation in dairying among the pioneers than any 
lecture. Dairy butter, made by the housewiv
es, sold at 11 cents a pound, while cream
ery butter was 25 cents. Also, there was no 
export marketforbutterfrom Manitoba, while 
cheese, a less perishable product, found a 
ready market in England. Therefore, in 
March 1895, a large area was mapped out 
with Parkissimo and Rossburn marked for 
cheese factories and Newdale, Rapid City, 
Foxwarren and Birtle to have creameries, 
with Beulah planning a local cheese factory 
also which was later built by Mr. Marsh, 
the storekeeper. 

With a butter surplus in the area, and prices 
dropping to 6 to 10 cents a pound, the promo~ 
ters of Parkissimo cheese factory were well 
supported. On April 30, 1895, the lumber 
and shingles were hauled to the chosen site,· 
which was to be the centre of the 18 mile 
square which comprised Miniota Municipal
ity. For this reason, the site was south of 
W. Watters' home in the south east corner 
of section 11-14-26, partly on the road al
lowan,ce. After inspection by a provincial 
dairy commission representative, Mr. Mac
Donald, the government loan for building 
was made available, milk routes were" let" 
by tender, and the cheese factory commenced 
operation on July 22, 1895. The milk was 
brought to the factory in horse-drawn ve
hicles, each driver having a route. Eachfar
mer shipping had a stand where the . large 
milk cans were placed ready for shipment. 
The drivers were up bright and early, de
livered their load of milk to the factory by 
10 a. m., then re-Ioaded with whey which they 
delivered to the farmers for pig feed on their 
route home. Patrons received 65 cents per 
100 pounds for milk, delivered, and the cost 
of delivery was 10 cents per 100 pounds. 
The factory closed for the winter in October. 

In August Mr. Barre, apparently a salesman 
for cheese factories in the area, -had shipped 

four carloads of Canadian cheese to England, 
This was the first shipment of cheese from 
Manitoba. This consignment was one carload 
from Parkissimo cheese factory, sold to 
Mr. Barre by W. Howard,· local cheese 
salesman. 

Mr. C. Boyce recollects hauling a load of 
cheese to Elkhorn. other loads were taken 
to Hamiota by democrat and shipped out via 
C.P.R. The cheesemakers were John and Bill 
Groat, who boarded at Will Evans home. 
The names of the cheese factory directorate, 
recalled by Mrs. Wallace' Bonner, and Mr. 
C. Boyce, are as follows: Messrs. Alex 
Lindsay, Dave Hill, J. J. Frazer, W. A. 
Doupe, W. Morton, J. Hyndman, G_ Rowan, 
Tom Hamilton and A. Hanlin. Drivers were: 
G. and C. Rowan, Archie Fleming, Ab Le
lond, Jack Clark, Will and J. Lelond, Walter 
Lynch, Jim Orr and Charles Beard. 

In 1896 Beulah decided not to operate their 
<ilieese factory, so some farmers shipped milk 
to Arrow River for cheese making and others 
shipped cream to Birtle creamery. In 1897 
the price of cheese was not favorable and 
there were rumblings of discontent with 
prices for butter also. It is presumed the 
cheese factory closed in 1898. Mr. Thompson 
operate-d a cheese factory, opening May 
1900, with cheesemaker Joseph Dutton of 
Birtle employed. Dutton was also previously 
cheese maker in the Beulah factory. 

After sitting with the windows boarded 
up for a year, the Arrow River, or Parki
ssimo, ch-eese factory building was sold 
to W. Howard for the sum of $100.00, who 
in turn dealt it to P. Turner of Miniota. 
The factory was moved to its present site 
and became Miniota's first hotel, today a 
part of "Mike's" hotel. William Elliott 
purchased the storage shed and, for many 
years, it was a shelter for hay makers 
going to and from the Assiniboine valley. 
Mrs. A. Hanlin remembers the good cheese 
that each director received as a parting 
gesture when the creamery closed. 

Note - By July 1895, there were 34 cheese 
factories operating, 19 new ones including 
Beulah and Arrow River, and 18 creameries 
including Birtle and Hamiota. 
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The Berna rdo Boys 

Realizing that the Arrow River - Miniota 
Area has been "home" to many Bernardo 
boys, this story was penned, after apersonal 
interview with Alex McKean, a former Bern
ardo boy. 

"Dr. Bernardo was still alive when I was 
in the Bernardo home. In August 1905, I 
left England. Dr. Bernardo put us on the 
boat. As the boat pulled away, we sang 
"Nearer My God to Thee". We came to 
Canada on a large boat, 100 Bernardo girls 
in the middle of the boat, 300 Bernardo 
boys at the back, first class passengers 
occrpied the rest of the boat. 

My father and mother had died when I 
was five years old and we were let out to 
foster homes. My brother Dave and I came 
to Winnipeg. I was about 11 years old, Dave 
was two years younger and we stayed in 
a Winnipeg home about a month. Anyone 
wanting Bernardo boys wrote to this home, 
I came to Mr. Boyce's home September 
1905 and moved to Nick Robinson's in May 
1906. 

Speaking of the Bernardo home, it was 
quite a place, with 500 or 600 boys there 
at one time. We just ran around and played, 
not much schooling. The older ones washed 
and cared for the younger ones. We were 
comfortable, well fed and had to march to 
our sleeping quarters, a great big room 
full of beds. 

My brother, Dave, got a medal for staying 
at the one home, .J. L. Thompson's for 
sixteen years. It was inscribed "Whoso shall 
receive one such little child, in my name, 
receiveth me.' 

It was not compulsory to send a Bernardo 
boy to school. If you did go, the teacher 
tried you out in each grade until she dis
covered a suitable grading for you. 

The foster parents were supposed to feed, 
clothe and treat a Bernardo boy like one 
of their family. In six years I had earned 
$120 and then began working out. A man 
had come around twice in that six years 
to see how I was being treated. These men 
would move a Bernardo boy, if necessary. 

When my brother Dave and I were in 
England, we had never been separated. In 
Canada, I came to Miniota and he to Beulah, 
but we never realized we were so close 
until we met at a Miniota Sports Day. That 
was a h;l.ppy day! 

There used to be a paper published called 
"Ups and Downs", which contained all the 
pictures of the boys and how they were 
dOing, from month to month. There were 
many hours of loneliness being a Bernardo 
boy, but many of the chaps who came to this 
area married, raised families and were 
a credit to the country" . 

Arrow River Aerodrome 

This was the name given the beacon light, and rt:moved, because it was not: in line 
which rainbowed the sky from dusk till dawn with the radar beam. 
in this area for over ten years. The one and only caretaker of the aerodrome 

was Mr. Fred Townson, whoat that time lived 
The purpose of this aerodrome was to on the James Elliott farm. Although the 

guide aeroplanes, the next one being situated motors were automatic, it was necessary 
near Moosomin, Saskatchewan. The beacon to make a daily trip to the beacon, which 
light, when installed, was powered by a Fred made by car in summer, snowshoeing 
gasoline motor, a second motor sat idle, in the winter, to repair a broken fan belt 
equipped to start automaticallv UDon the or thaw out a frozen gas line. While the 
failure of the regular motor. A large gasoline motors were ~asoline driven, the caretaker's 
supply tank, placed above ground was later salary was $40.00 monthly, but this was 
placed below ground to "control" the use reduced to $10.00 monthly in 1932 when com
of the gasoline. The beacon was dismantled mercial electric power was installed. 
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Excerpts from a letter provided by the 
wife of the late F. Townson, complete the 
beacon story: From the Department of 
Transport to F. Townson -. "As you have 
been advised verbally, the operation of the 
rotating beacon at Arrow River is to be 
discontinued and all lighting equipment at 

that site dismantled and re mO'J(~d- IJ. th,~ 
circumstances your services as un·ctaker 
will not be required after Jan. .:::)'\8. 
I would like to express apprec i.8tlcn fer .. 
the several years of care of 
River aerodrome when it was 
and later of the rotating 

Virden Health Unit 

The Virden Health Unit which included the 
municipalities of Archie, Albert and W ood
north and the towns of Hartney, Virden and 
6ak Lake was officially formed inNovember, 
1946. The Miniota Municipality joined this 
Health Unit in January 1, 1951, and official 
approval was given by ord~r-in-cOu.ns~l for 
the extension of the bounda.nes of the Ii uden 
Health Unit to include the Miniota area, 

The Virden Health Unit st;31£ consists of 
a medical director. six public health nurses, 
public health inspector and two clerical 
staff. 

Each Local Health Unit is guided by a 
Local Advisory Board, whose members are 
made up of delegates from each Rural 
Municipal Council within the Health Unit 
area, and through members appointed by the 
Minister of Health. The renresentatives from 
the Miniota area who have "sat on the Advisory 
Board are: 

Mr. H. Hyndmanl951-52 inclusive. 
Mr. J. J. Morton 1953-56 inclusivI":; 
Mr. S. G. Cole 1957~58 inclusive 
Mr. C. W. Ellerington 1959- still. 

presently serving on the Board. 

The basic services include: vital statistics, 
communicable disease control which includes 
educating the com munity and assisti.ng in 
a preventa.tive program such as immuni·. 

zationi maternal and child health, 'HI1i.el:! 
includes pre-natal and post-natal care; 
tea.ching infant and pre- school program, 
health conferences, and school. he8J.th. Also 
an adult health program to h·31.p utili':e an 
avaiJ.able community resources, 
in the home, and to teach the 
the basic principles and how to adon! t:188 
to his specific needs. A mental " 
which indudes the child gutdanr.;e 
and mental health association, ;t1so ~l.""'":'\.'-J('" 
with the reh8.biliatati.on of na.tients who h::rve 
had menial illness and 8.1'8 
the community. 

The Local Health Units, with the 1'881.d('2)]t 
Public Health Inspector, supervise, 
and carry out an educational progn:,u 
affects the health of the por:11l1ati.of), 'filis 
includes honsing, water sllpplies, sellers, 
septic tanks, garbage disposal, food S:)12tCes, 
health hazards in j.ndustry as \veU 2.8 
in epidemic disease control. 

,",. 

Laboratory and X-ray units provide ser~ 
vice s within hospitals in health unit areas, 
FaciJities come· under the administrative 
direction of the Medical Officer of the 
and are subject to review by the 
Committee. Periodic meetings are held to 
review the ever changing tec.hniqE(::s in this 
large field, and to make 8\,:1'8 that the 
quality of service does not but 
stays abreast '!Iith the implow:J.Uents the 
day. 

l1amioto end District Hospital No, 7 

The Hamiota and District Hospital No. 
7 A includes five municipalities, of which 
Miniota is one. When it was organized in 
1948, Mrs. R. Scarth, Isabella and Mr. J. J. 
Morton, Miniota, were representatives from 
this municipality, continuing until the hospital 
was opened in 1950. Mr. R. E. Clegg, who 
replaced Mr. Morton at this time as a member 

of the board, was foHoYled by Mr. V. Little 
and Frank Reid. PeterGQw, Beulah, apresGnt 
member of the Hospital Boa.rd tc>()k OV8r

when Mrs. Scarth retired in 1951. WbH! it 
was officially opened on December 6, 
the medical staff at tp.e. hospital 
'Jf Dr. E. D. Hudson and Dr. Hames. Local 
nur~es employed at the hospi.t81 W"hDl1 it 



wets Beth Lorimer, now Mrs. L. 
, and h'ene Mossop, now Mrs. Kent 

'rna D18.tron Vlas Nurse Shackleford. It is 
baHaved that iVIes. T. Andrustmkwas the first 

in the new hospital, having been 
moved hom the old nospitali certainly she 
was tfis i'irst from Miniota. 

, The Hamiora DistI'ict Hospital, has, through 
tne years, served our comnnnity well. Dr. 
Hudson, Of Dr. : Ed" liS he is better known. 
and Dr. Hames, with other,j doctors wh(.: 
have c?r~,:;and gor~e" ha"V'e always been ready 
and vnllmg to mUllster to those who need 
them. 

\iV aT Records 

As f"x ES ca;::· be ascertained, Dave Frazer, 
'it S2td8~' of 1882 was the only man 
x;:om {he district to serve in the Riel Re
teHio;1. 1'-101 S;:;)ve a transport wagon as a 
civiIiaD. i'2~sraster, taking supplies to the 

I. :~L?18 and ammunition was supplied 
to the~n ~:,rDtection. 

a::'.:;: not available of the number of 
men "pi'lo joined the forces in World 

but cleven names are inscribed in 
Gf Honor. 

the retuY'll of the Service men, "Com
::r;,3IC:;'2,£jD;; I11edals" were presented to them 

t;.~2 0;l.m:leipality, -and in the early 1920' s 
f, ;;;:,;.tai;;,2 E18morial was erected in the town 

honoring her war dead. 

I I also took it's toll of Ollr 
:~':<;r;,-'ds show that sixty-nine men 

allc; :;oi~!& ".'-,omeli joined the . forces from 

Miniota. The Honor Roll has again ten 
names inscribed. A separate plaque with 
these names was added to the Memorial. 
A local unit of the Home Guard was formed, 
and St. John's Ambulance and Home Nursing 
courses were organized in both wars. 

At this time the' Soldier's Goodwill Com
mittee" was organized in conjunction with 
the W. I. and the Red Cross, and social 
gatherings were held to honor the boys 
on their departure overseas and on their 
homecoming. To honor the boys who returned, 
the Soldier's Goodwill C ommtttee and Miniota 
W. L tendered a banquet which was held 
in the Masonic Temple, with John Spalding 
as Master of Ceremonies. 

Korean Conflict - 1950··1953 

During the thI'ee years Gf the K01'0an 
Ci:>nflict three Miniota lads offered their 
services, They were Murray Collier, George 
Richardson and Charles Stowe. Anomer 
plaque has been erected on the Memorial 
to honor Charles Stowe, who gave his life 
in this conflict. 



This list may be incomplete 

1914 - 1918 

Anderson, Duncan 
• Aspinwall, George 

Aylward, William 
Baker, Ernest A. 
Barnes, E. A. 
Beatty, Allan 
Beck, J. 
Bissett, Charles 
Bissett, Daniel 

* Bradford, F. 
Bradford, G. 
Breen, William 
Burr, C. 
Burrows, Edward 
Burrows, George 

Campbell, James 
Capps, Joseph 

• Clarke, Charles 
Collier, Frank 
Collier, Jack 
Coombes, William J. 

* Coulson, George 
Cox, Arthur D. 
Craig, C. 
Craig, J. 
Crimp, Joseph 
Crickart, Jesse 
Cumming, Alex 

Davis, T. 
Desmond, Jack 

* Dickson, David A. F 

Elliott, J. W. 
• Evans, J.s. L. 

Farthing, Charles 
Fleming, C. 
Fleming, J. 

• Gerrand, Thomas 
Goodfellow, H. 
Groves, A. E. 

Hamilton, Hugh 
Harper, S. 
Henderson, George F. 

• Hodnett, Allan S. 
Hull, A. , 
Hurlin, William H. 
Hyde, Fred 

Ironsides, J. 
Isles, Percy J. 

.Jennings, W. 

.Johnston,.J. F. M. 

.Jolley, Robert 

. Jones, William 

Kerr. William 
Kidd, H. 
Kidd. S. 
Kiloh, .J. 
Kirkbridge, J. 
Kirton, William 

Lat i me r. George 
l.pe, J. 
L~lonr.l, G. 
Long, Ro"" 

• Long, WiUred 
I.'lrkins. William 

Marlin. Ernest 

Roll of Honour 
Local Boys from the ArrowRiverand Miniota 
Districts who enlisted in the services 

This list is not necessarily complete 

Mason, Charles Bonner, Jenny Haney 
McAnneron, F. Bonner, Joe 
McCheyne, Alex ' Bonner, Murray W. 

.• McCheyne, Robert Bonner, William 
' McCheyne, Thomas Bourne, Cecil 

McDonald, William Bowles, Dennis 
McGibney, John Boyce, Russell 
McKean, Alex Boyce, Robert B. 
McKee, John Boyce, Viola 
Middleton, John Bryant, Fred 
Mellor, George Bryant, Leslie G. 
Miles, Robert 

Carnegie, Donald Milligan, Alexander 
Mills, William Carnegie, Mary 
Montgomery, Robert • Carnegie, Robert 

• Munshaw, J. R. Carnegie, William 
Murphy, J. Chalmers, James 
Myres, Rowley B. Chalmers, Hazen 

Colby, George 
,. Norrie, G. Cook, Jack 

Norrie, J. Craig, W. Alec 
Cunningham, Aubrey 

Oliver, Reginald 
Ortt, William Darker, Sam 

• Owen, Taylor H. H. Dickie, John 
'" Dickenson, Lesley 

Parker, Elmer Doole, Robert 
Pate, John W. Dunn, Ellen 
Pearson, Joseph Dunn, Howard 
Pickard, John 
Pilkey, Melville 

Durrant, Jack 

Prescott, Sydney Elliott, Kenneth 
Ewing, James 

Roney, Arthur P. 
Roney, Thomas Forsyth, Harold G, 
Rowan, George Fotheringham, Gordon 

Salter, Harry Gardham, Frank 
Scott, William J. Gardham, George 
Scophins, A. 'Gibbon, Arfhur W. 
Scutt, Pickering Gibbon, Eric 

'Seeley, Edward • Gilchrist, Ronald 
Sinclair, Donald Goodwin, Charles M. 
Sippetts, Harry Gunson, E. 
Sparks, Ivan 

Hanlin, Jack Stevens, James 
Stowe, H. Hlll. Arthur 
Strange, Joseph Hill,. Charles 

Hill, David 
Taylor, William Hoar, E. 
Teale, F .. Horner, Douglas 
Tennant, G. A. Horner, Lloyd 
Thorpe, Arthur Horner, Stan 
Thorpe, Ralph Horner, T. Leslie 
Thorpe, Robert Hunkin, Glen 

• Tindal, S. 'Hurlin, William Jr. 
Tranter, John Hurlin, Wm. Sr. 'V. G.' 

• Iles, Percy Wallace, S. 
Wallace, W. H. P. Iles, Thomas 
Watts, Percy Irvine, Albert 
Webb, C. Irvine, Thomas 
Wheatland, T. H. 
Williams, Sidney T. Johnston, Burton 
Wythe, Arthur 

Kelly, John Wythe, Cyril 
Kelly, Robert 

ROLL OF HONOR Latimer, James 
Leary, Frank 

1939 - 1945 Leland, Cecil 
Leland, Clifford 

Andrew R. Verne Le land, Dorothy 
Angus, Arthur Leland, Francis 
Armitage, Chas. A. Leland, Gordon 
Armitage L. Kel lh Leland, Kenneth 
Babuik, Josepl Leland, Leslie 
Babuik, Mich •• • Leland, Lyall 
Babuik, Pauline Leland, Murray 
Barrett, William A. Leland, Russell 
Barrett, Wilbur' Bud' Leland, Wilfrid 

• Barrett, Willred P. Leland William J. 
Beltz, Paul Littlejohn, George 

• Rieber, Wilbert J. 'Bert' Littlejohn, Spence 
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Lockhart, Vernon 

MacPherson, Donald 
* MaV{, Douglas 

McClafferty, Peter 
McGibney, Kenneth 
McGibney, Sam 
McKean, Alex 'V. G.' 
McKean, David 'V. G.' 
McKenzie, Melvin 

* McKinnon, George 
McKinnon, James 
Melville, George 
Middleton, J. 
Middleton, William 
Middleton, Wilfred 
Mitchell, Kenneth 
Mitchell, Thomas 
Morrow, Jack 
Morton, Ethel 
Mossop, William 

0' Callaghan, Alex 
O'Callaghan, Allan 
0' Callaghan, Harvey 
O'Callaghan, Stewart 
0' Callaghan, Wallace 
Oliver, Lloyd 

Penelton, Arthur 

Reeves, Albert 
Richardson. Harold 

Rollo, John 
Rollo, Russell 
Rutledge, Keith 

Salway, Ray 
Sararas, Lawrence 

• Shean, W. A. 
Sinclair, Edward 
Spalding, Douglas 
Spalding, Edwin 
Spalding, William 
Spencer, Albert 
Spencer, Lloyd 
Steuart, Alex 
Steuart, Basil 

'Steuart, Guy 
Steuart. James H. 
Steuart, Larry H. 
Steuart, .William 
Stewart, Alex C. 
Stewart, Blair 
Stowe, Norma K. 
Stowe, Edwin 
Stowe, George 
Suckie. Walter 
Sutherland, James 

Taylor, James 
Tennant, Everett 
Townson, Arnold 

Walker, Francis 
Walker, Jack 

*Walker, Norman C . 
Warren, Clare~ce 
Warrington, Elvin 
Watts, Charles 
Wiggins. Ford 
Wows, Hobt. 
Wythe, Frank 
Wythe, John 
Wythe, E. William 

KOREAN WAR 

Collier, Murray 
Richardson, George 

'Stowe, Charles 

• Killed in action 



Lest We Forget 

The first community Mem-:>rial Service 
was held in 1921 in the Miniota Hall, presided 
over by Reeve MitchelL The music was 
led by the Miniota Band, and the offering 
was donated to the Miniota M~morial Fund. 
These services were then held annually. 

In August, 1925 the first open air Memorial 
Service was held in the town park.. Singing 
was led by the Miniota band and a choir 
of forty voices from various churches in 
the municipality. 

On August 29th, 1926, over two thousand 
persons attended the Memorial Service and 
the unveiling of the Cenotaph, which ma~ 
it the outstanding event in the area. It was 
presided over by Reeve Mitchell, who was 
supported on the platform by Major General 
H. D. B. Ketchen among others. The choir 
of some sixty voices was drawn from the 
churches of the district. The outstanding 
feature of the serVIce was me unveiling 
of the Soldier's War Memorial, erected 
by the citizens of the municipality to the 
memory of those who enlisted and sacrificed 
their lives. The duty of unveiling was under
taken by the Officer commanding Military 
District #10: Maior GeneralH. D.B. Kf'~chen •. 

; who al,so delivered an inspirinrr ~ss.. 
The Disfrict .Padre read the Honor Roll 
which included forty-one names. 

For several years during the thirties the 
Brandon Salvation Army Band, with Band
master I:lergeant Major George Dinsdale 
M. L. A., and sonsWalterandHarold,headed 
the parade and supplied the music. Also 
taking part in the parade were flower girls 
representing the Sunday Schools of the 
municipality, Miniota Brownie Pack, Glr:l 
Guide lompany and Birtle and MinioliBoy 
Scouts. The band also held a concert on 
the Sunday evening which was well attended. 

Over the years ffi.lllY of our Veterans 
have passed on, and there is a decreasing 
number left to take part in the service 
honoring their comrades. Services are still 
held annually with the combined church 
choirs in attendance. Lunch is served to 
the Veterans and their families after the 
service by members of the Women's lnsti,: 
tutes of the Municipality. 

"Whatever their own philosophy these men 
died for us. Memories mean resp~nsibility _ 
notiust to reassure the past but to conquer 
the futUre. There can be no greater tribute 
th~. to c,rown the sacrifice of j'az:.with the 
abIdmg vIctory of peace. This is not someone 
el~e' s responsibility, but ours - yours and 
mme." - Selected 
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T'he Canadian Legion 

In the fall of 1928 it group of Vetenns 
'of World War I met together, and ouf ofthe 
meeting a branch of the Legion was formed. 
It received it's ChaneI' November 6, 1928, 
aad was to be known as the Miniota Branch 
# 66 of the Canadian Legion. Its main 
objective was to assist V derans, their widows 
and dependants, and obtain from our govern
ment those things which they considered 
rightly tl1eirs. 

Since that time this branch and also the 
CanadEm Legion has expa.'f1ded its member
ship until today it is a strong and well 
organiz2d body of Veterans, composed of 
sE:rvice men from W orId War I and W or ld 
War II and the Korean War. 

This branch of the Legion looks afte: 
the two 0 Cenotaphs in this Municipality 

and since their ereCtiGn, has commUOUSly 
held Memorial Day and Rem'3mbrance Serv
ices. This is the only Municipal Branch 
in Manitoba; comprising the villages of 
Miniota, Crandan, Isabella, Arrow River 
and Beulah. It holds its meetings once a 
month in rotation in each of these villages. 

It assists in the upkeep 01' all cbneteries 
in this Munieipality where there is a Vet
e1';n's grave, and sees that each grave 
has a headstone. 

The Charter members are: 

T. H. Wheatland 
G. B. Hammond 
G. L. Woods 
R. M. Oliver 
B. S. Woods 
T. A, Deans 
A. S. Dennis 
G. L. Armstrong 
J. Desmond 
W.H. Hurlin 
M. P. Scutt 
F. Franklin 
Wm. Pierce 
G. Ap~ey 
E. S. Martin 
W. A. Shean 
W S. Collier 
.li. tleynoe 
P. C. Watts 
W. H. Kirton 

Ai'i'OW River's enlisted men 1939-45. 



Miniota Dragoons 

A Miniota troop of the Manitoba Dragoons 
was formed in 1907 with Lieutenant J. L. 
Evans in command. This troop belonged 
to A Squadron, 12th Manitoba Dragoons, 
with headquarters at Virden. It has recently 
been disbanded and is now an artillery unit. 

Members of the troop included: W. B. 
Prentiss, A.Schunk, Dan Bissett, R. Turnbull, 
Allan Hodnett, Hugh Lawson, Walter Sayward, 
S. Caldwell, S. Dixon, Wm. Martin, Ed. 
Seeley, J. E. Rowan, Charlie Bissett, Frank 
Hanson, E. Hunt, J. J. Taylor, A. Gerrand-, 
Frank Irwin, B. Fleetwood, Tom M~Cheyne 
and Trumpeter J. W. Horner. 

The members enlisted from Virden in 
World War I, but were posted in different 
regiments, so did not go as a unit. Those 
who did not return were: J. L. Evans. 
Al. Hodnett, Tom McCheyne, Alee McCheyne, 
Dave Dixon, Bert Taylor and Ed Seely. 

The Rifle Association 

About 1906 a Miniota Rifle Association 
was formed by the government at Miniota 

with J. L. Evans as Captain. Rifles and 
ammunition were supplied, and proper 
records of every member's shooting were 
kept and sent in to Winnipeg. 

Among the members were: J. L. Evans, 
J. W. Horner, Wm. Maxfield, Ernest Fisher, 
L. Cleghorn, Rev. Sidney Thomas, W. B. 
Prentiss and Fred Clarke. 

This association lasted until World War 
I started. At that time all guns, ammunition 
and even all empty shells, also all records 
had to be returned to Winnipeg. 

William Maxfield was awarded the Gold 
Medal at one shoot. 

The Cadet Corps 

Dur~ng the 1920' s a Miniota Cfidet Corps 
was ror~ed under Military District #10, 
and wa.s mspected annually by Col. Hosmer 
o~ Virden. The government provided 22 
nfles and am m.!lliti on, but members had 
to supply their own unifonm. This corps 
1id not operate fo1' too long. The members 
!nelnded: Charlie Ellerington, Chris Eller
l_ngton, Hugh Stewart, Alex Steuart Sid 
Warren, J. Reddin and W. Reddin. ' 

Some members of the Miniota Troop of the Manitoba Dragoons. GI!jQ1rge 
Lurkins, Joe Horner, Geo. Biggs, Wm. Dear, and Bill Martin. -
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Pioneer Study of Arrow River 

Written in. 1931 by Mrs. J. M. Elliott 

Previous to the year 1878 the djstrict 
arouhd Arrow River was uninhabited. The 
first settler to take up land was William 
Elliott, who came to Manitoba in 1878, and 
in the early spring of 1879 he came from 
Winnipeg to Rapid City: There, he saw in 
the real estate office ,of Wm. Thompson, 
a surveyed map of a townsite called Fiaonga. 
This was supposed to be in the Assiniboine 
Valley, near the mouth of the Arrow River. 
Natives of Manitoba living near Winnipeg 
told him to be sure and settle where there 
was plenty of wood and running water. 
He bought a pony and cart and started 
west from Rapid City. The only settlers 
('n the way from Rapid City were around 
where Oak River is now situated. He liked 
the appearance of the land here and home
steaded on section 23-13-26. His father, 
James Elliott, came out from Guelph during 
the summer and took up a homestead on 
25-13- 26, returning to Guelph in the fall. 

In the spring of 1880, James Elliott Jr., 
joined his brother, and in the following 
spring they built the first log house. Previous 
to this they lived in a dug-outi a hole in 
the bank of the Arrow River was dug and 
roofed, with a front wall built in. 

In 1880, steamboats ran up and down the 
Assiniboine from Winnipeg to Fort Ellice. 
It took six days to make the trip up the 
river. There were three boats, The Marquette, 
The Manitoba and The Cheyenne. The first 
trip one of the boats made, fares and freight 
paid the purchase price of the boat. They 
burned wood and would re-fuel from piles 

.of cord wood on the banks. In the spring 
of 1881, Marion Elliott came west to keep 
house for her brothers. 

The Indians lllllUf!d tile Ar.row River, the 
Indian name_being Wa-hink-a-pa Wak-a-pa 
(the a as in father). It meant "Swiftness" 
The river, in the early days, was filled with 
water from bank to bank, and on account 
of the fall to the Assiniboine, the current 
was very strong. 

The spring of 1882 brought several families 
to the district. Messrs. Jas. Elliott Sr., 
D. McKenzie, Thos. Stubbins, J. Lelond, 
Jas. Mitchell, Jas. Wiggins and J. Wallace 
settled on their homesteads. These incoming 
settlers made it necessary to have a school, 
and a school district was formed in 1883. 
(A copy of the minutes of the first school 
meeting has been omitted from this write
up and placed in the school history.) 

The first Postmaster was Mr. Jas. Elliott 
Sr., mail being brought first from Birtle, 
but on completion of the C.P.R. main line 
the mail route was changed. The mail carrier 
William Elliott, then brought it from Elkhorn 
at first only once a week, but later twice a 
week. 

It seemed very strange to the settlers 
from the East not to have a Church Service. 
The nearest minister was· Rev. Hodnett, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Birtle. 
In 1883, he came and held service everv 
other Sunday. Pastors nowadays think they 
have to work pretty hard, but Mr. Hodnett 
drove 25 miles to preach to the people who 
met at the home of Mr. Elliott for service. 
In the winter of 1883, he came regularly, 
driving a little FrenCh pony hitched to a 
toboggan. 

In the winter of 1883, Hon. Robert Watson 
was visiting at Mr. Elliotts's home. He 
asked Mrs. Elliott what they needed most 
and she told him a ' resident minister". 
Early in the spring of 1884, Mr. Duc~os, 
a student from the east, came to preach for 
the summer months. He is now Dr. Duclos, 
a noted missionary in Edmonton District. 
During the summer, service was held in 
the new school house. The farmers from 
Blaris district and Parkissimo, nON Miniota, 
came here to church, as they had no minister 
till later. Is was not an uncommon thing to 
have as many as 110 or 115 at our church 
servi-ce in the summer. 

One of the most trying experiences the 
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farmers had to contend with was the hauling 
of their grain to market. The nearest railway 
towns were Birtle on the Manitoba and North
Western, and Virden on the C.P.R., each 
25 miles away. They marketed their grain 
in the winter time and it was indeed a 
great hardship. Blizzards were very common 
in those days, and our winters were much 
colder. If one went out of doors about 5 
0' clock in the cold frosty morning, he could 
hear the grind of the sleigh runners, the 
farmers starting out on their long trips. 
It meant early morilings and late nights, 
and many frozen ears and noses testified 
to the intensity of the winter weather. Still, 
people were very happy and many speak of 
those years as the "Good old times". There 
certainly was more sociability, far more 
visiting done. 

There was no doctor in our district in the 
early days. There was very little sickness. 
In our community there were motherly women 
who gladly gave help when it was needed. 
One I must mention is Mrs. J. Lelond Sr. 
Between the years 1883 and 1898, she had 

officiated at 62 births, without the help of 
a doctor. Many women will rise up and call 
her "Blessed". She was a friend in need. 
All her work was gratis. It was, as she 
expressed it, "her little bit to help humanity" . 
We had a doctor in our district for a few 
years. He came about 1889, but later moved 
to Birtle. Our present doctor came in 1899. 

About the year 1886, Mr. Stanley opened 
up a country store, which proved a great 
convenience. Mr. Allonby, a blacksmith, came 
here from England a year later. With the 
coming of our railway, all conditions changed. 
It, was built Jhl,'ough,. he!,e. in December, 1899. 
It had long been promlsed and was much 
appreCiated. It was not long before elevators 
were built and stores opened. It seems a far 
cry from. those days to the present 1931, with 
our church, three- roomed school, telephones, 
motor cars, electric light and our airplanes 
flying over, carrying daily mail each way 
between Winnipeg and cities of the West. 

NOTE: The history of Arrow River district 
is now introduced, following the pattern 
of Mrs. Elliott's Pioneer Story. 

Our First Settlers - The Indians 

Historv could not be written without men
non of our very first settlers, the Indians. 
Roaming tribes camped wherever there was 
water. Before the white man came, these 
natives had never seen wheeled vehicles, 

Indian Grave, 1966 

their means of transportation being by means 
of canoe or by foot in summer and by 
snowshoes or toboggan in winter. These 
roaming tribes camped in the vicinity, of 
Arrow River, so it is not surprising to find 
records of camp sites there. 

Indian Grave, 1896 
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Margaret (McKenzie) McConnell record
ed:- "Indians camped always near water. 
They never appeared to work and had alot of 
dogs, yellow ones generally. They loved my 
mother's home made bread and used to ask 
for a loaf. The bark of the willow tree was 
stripped and dried by the Indians for a kind 
of tobacco called" chinny canik." They also 
dug up seneca root on the McKenzie farm 
near Arrow River and sold it for medical 
purposes. The McKenzies found the Indian 
peaceful, friendly and never had anything 
stolen by them. The Indians travelled two or 
three families together, in dem0crats with 
ponies. They carried their own tents. The 

'head Indian of Beulah used to visit my dad 
and, once while my mother was at church, 
the two old fellows ate the chicken that was 
cooked for company supper." 

Jennie Bluebird, an Indian woman, well 
known in Arrow River, is mentioned else
where, so is Sioux Benn, but Arrow River 
boasts an Indian grave, and Dr. Ralph Bird 
sent the picture and tells the story:- "On 
top of the highest hill on the north west, 
corner of my father's property and north 
east of the village of Arrow River, is an 
Indian grave. At the time, my father settled 
there (lS96), a large stone was lying on its 
side at the grave site. My father said a party 
of Indians came and held a pow-wow at the 
site the same year, erected the stone and 
covered it with colored cloth. Father took a 
photograph of the stone as the Indians left 
it. On inquiry from the Indian agent, he learn
ed that the grave was that of" Ia-char-ke" 
a chief that had died many years previously 

and was still venerated by the Indiails, 
Taken from papers of John Fleming: 

"Standing Stone Hill is an old Indian grave 
on the top of a hill situated on the north 
east quarter of 31-13-25, W,I. From a let, 
ter, John Fleming described its positi.on as 
foIlows:- 'It is along the north boundary ,of 
the north east quarte r of 31-13~ 25~, W. 1 . 
The Stone is about a rod inside the north 
fence, providing the fence is somewhere 
near the line or proper place, This faces 
onto an unopened road allowanee. Pethaps 
the best way to reach the spot IS to go to 
Arrow River, drive a half mile north, arid 
then east as far as you can drive, 8. little 
over a half mile." 

John Fleming transferred the land, on 
which the Indian monument is situated, tothe 
Historic Sites Advisory Board (Le. The 
Manitoba Government). The preservation of 
this historic site was initiated in 1955 by 
Dr. R. D. Bird, then of Brandon, Dr. Bird 
is the son of Arthur Bird who homesteaded 
this quarter of land. The transfer was com~ 
pleted in 1958. 

Quotes from Birtle Eye Witness: 
1895 - Seneca root was exported from Mani·, 
toba. For green, the price was 7 or 8 cents 
a pound, and for dried seneca. root, the price 
was 17 cents a pound. 
1907 - One of the popular Indians of the 
Birdtail reserve passed to the Happy Hunting 
Grounds in the person of Shul1-Kg,<Ho, He 
was a competent farmer, who shipped wheat 
by the carload and operated asteam thr'esher, 

Arrow River School - No. 149 

Arrow River School district was formed in 
1883, and in 1884 a school was built on 
south east 36-13-26, on practically the same 
ground as the tool shed is in the cemetery 
'oday, 1966. 

These are the minutes of the first school 
meeting held on June 23, 1883. The meeting 
lias held at the home of Mr. James Elliott Sr. 

"Moved bv J. T. Lynch. seconded by Donald 
McKenzie. that Mr. Jas, Elliott be chairman. 
::arried. 

Donald McKenzie - J. T. Lynch - that Mr. 
John Fleming Jr. be secretary of the meeting. 
Carried. Old nigh school van (!ecor3~ed f,:w 15th 

Mr. Lynch - J,' T. Stubbins - that Mr. school anniversary. 
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Original Arrow River School, 1908. Teacher 
F. Dunham. "Beside Cemetery." 

Arrow River School, 1966 

Class In '20's 
Top R,o,w: Bob Mitchell, Alan O'Caliaghan, 
Bill Nankivell, Florence Wallace, Islay 
Sinclair, Dick Watters, Betty Gardham, 
Jean Cusack, Enid Gardham Irene Lelond, 
Clara Jack""n, May Watters; Teacher Mrs. 
McKenzie, t:Olizabeth McNab, Kathleen Le
lond, Lorraine Wiggins, Pauline Tennant, 
Kallie Lynch Edith Lelond, Bob Alexander. 
Bottom Row:' Wilfrid Lelond, Ivan Tennant, 
Doug Lelond, Wallace O'Caliaghan. 

Elliott be first trustee for ensuing term. 
Carried. 

John Fleming - Mr. Elliott - that D. Mc
Kenzie be second trustee. Cd. 

D. McKenzie - J. Fleming - that Jeremiah 
Lelond be third trustee. Cd. 

D. McKenzie - J. T. Stubbins - that John 
Fleming andWm. Elliott be auditors. Carried. 

After due consideration, Mr. Lynch moved 
and Mr. Fleming seconded that school should 
be built at east side of cemetery on east half 
of 36, as it would be a convenient place to 
get water. Carried." 

Tenders were advertisedfor and Mr. Joseph 
Broadley got the contract to build a frame 
building, including brick chimney, blackboard, 
painting, etc., for the sum of $685.00. The 
school No. 149 was built and opened In early 
spring of 1884, with Miss Marion Elliott as 
teacher. The second teacher was John Flem
ing Jr. 

The school was very modern in those days, 
heated with a big box stove, which was a wood 
burner on which a good many lunches were 
thawed out before they could be eaten. The in
side of the school had three rows of desks, 
facing south. The teacher's desk was on a 
platform about a foot higher than the main 
floor. The seats at the very back were long 
carpenter benches, which seated six, two 
for each desk. 

Slates and slate pencils were as essential 
then to those pioneer students, as scribblers, 
ball point pens, etc., are to present day stu
dents. Caretaking, which consisted of lighting 
fires and sweeping the floor, was generally 
done by the students nearest the school, re
numeration being about lOy a day. In later 
years, adult caretakers were hired who as
sumed more responsibility. 

Some of the first pupils in the Arrow 
River school were:- Rhoda McKenzie; A. J. 
Lelond and sisters Margaret, Bella, Flo
rence, Sarah and brother Tom; J. R. Mitchell 
and sisters May and Annie; John Tennant; 
Hugh Elliott; Jim Tom Stubbins and sister 
Annie; and Bernice Wiggins. By 1900, there 
were several Tennants, Flemings, Wiggins, 
Mitchells, McKenzies, Stubbins, McGillvray, 
Antcliffe, and Lelonds. The latter name having 
appeared on the school register of Arrow 
River continuously from 1884 to 1966. 

The list of teachers from 1884-1966, is not 
necessarily complete nor in order:.,.-

Marion Elliott, Nellie Elliott, John Flem
ing Jr., Mr. Cartmell. Mr. Wickware, Mr. 
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Miss Agnes Davidson who, during her 
teaching career at Arrow River, taught 
through two generations. fathers and then 
sons. 

'Iv. Paynter, Irene Mitchell, Mr. Vanstone 
Hugh Elliott, Gertie Curran, Clara Cowan' 
Mr. Baldwin, Miss Davidson, Mr. Carswell' 
Chas. Trail, Mr. King, Wm. Martin Peari 
Tinline, Fra..l1kDunham, Miss McKosh 'Eunice 
Smith, Mr. Daintree, Irene Fleming, Mabel 
Whitney, Zaida Book, Margaret Elliott, Olive 
Thomas, Miss Scott, Miss Craig, Dorothy 
Stuart, Myrtle Sunley, Jessie Iverach Carl 
Gow, Lillian Borland, Mr. and Mrs: Mc
Kenzie, Violet Moir, Mary Dennison Phil 
Stark, Olive Shuttleworth, Miss Unde~wood 
Scott Bateman, Mr. Poole, Miss Donnelly' 
Orville Holmes, Esme White, Gertrude Mc~ 
Lenehan, Edward Johnson, Rose Wright E i
leen Smith, Ellen Wilson, Sylvia McLean 
Doris McPherson, Mr. Maxwell Taylor, Ka~ 
thleen Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Ken Jasper 
Cameron Martin, Ruth McCormack, O. Koz~ 
enchenko, Muriel Paynter. Jeanett~ McKow
sky, Dorothy Wythe, Jim ~adwanskTJ Milli
cent Bonner, Lorraine Dahlgren Donna 
Sproat, Virginia Eilers, Diane Dibbiee, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Dibblee, Louise Murray 
Ila Winder, Mrs. Ruth Curtis, Mrs. Doherty: 

The first room of the then new school 
was built in 1915. The old school was sold 
to Jock McKenzie, for a house on his farm 
and is situated one and one half miles east 
from the old site. About 1919, another room 
was built on and a van shed was used as a 
schoolroom, until the third room was added 
about 1929. This is the present Arrow River 

school, only one room being used as a class
room and one as a teacher's residence. In 
April 1919, the Miniota Municipal School 
District was formed, taking No. 149 from 
the original Arrow River school. 

Many are the stories told of walking miles 
to school, or of transporting themselves in 
buggies, etc., but, with the advent of Miniota 
Municipal Schools our students were trans
ported by van. Those high-wheeled vehicles 
with no heat, were "mighty cold spots," 
when there was not enough sriow for sleighs. 
Gradually, automobiles were the accepted 
mode of transportation in the summer, but 
still. for many years horses were used in 
the winter. In 1931, the speed limit for school 
vans was 20 miles per hour! Now, our chil
dren are whisked to school in buses or cars, 
with snow plows opera.ting to open roads if 
necessary. 

Times have changed greatly for teachers 
too. The Arrow River community benefited 
greatly from the untiring efforts of many of 
the teachers, listed above. Some of these 
teachers furthered their education and be
came active elsewhere, while others were 
smitten by Cupid's arrow and remained to 
serve in our community. A few teachers, 
for various reasons, stayed only briefly with 
us, with the result that one year especially 
the students had four teachers. However,_ 
the students in general had a good passing 
average. In the years from 1884-1966, there 
have been a goodly percentage of teachers, 
nurses, merchants, stenographers and one or 
more goctors, lawyers, Mounties, not tofor
get the youngest bank inspector in Canada 
had all received a part of or all of their ed~ 
ucation at Arrow River. Many of those who 
did not choose the professional field, have 
made good parents and respected citizens. We 

Field Day Parade 
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Mrs. Rh,oda- -O'C-allaghan cutting the 75th 
anniversary cake. She, at that time, was 
the only living member of the original class 
still residing in the Municipality. 

are proud of all their achievements, but we 
are just as proud of those who staye? at 
home and helpeq to make the Arrow RIver 
district the spot that so many are proud 
to call home. 

In June 1966, the Arrow River school 
closed. For many it ends a chapter in their 
book of life. For the community, it will be 
the severing of another binding link. The final 
social school function was the Messengers' 
Tea and sale of bedding plants, in May of 
1966. Mrs. Bruce Doherty of Decker, taught 
for the last two years, and will continue to 
teach in Miniota and have some of her Arrow 
River pupils. Now, as we move to the l~rger 
school units and new methods, Patience 
strong's lines seem fitting. 

"Come, new day, and bring the earth
Life and sunshine, light and mirth. 
Rays of God's own glory shed-
On the road that lies ahead." 

The Women's Institute, who always took a 
keen interest in the ,school and the students, 
sponsored the 75th anniversary of Arrow 
River school on August 1st, 1959. 

Arrow River SCh,OIOI, 1945 
Top Row: Miss McLean, Jean McConnell, 
Bill Sutherland, Jim Carnegie, Mae Watters. 
Jean Sutherland, Doreen Wiggins. 
Middle Row: Anne Hill, Bill Wallace, Ron 
Littlejohn, Tom Elliott, Murray Carnegie, 
John Dyck Wallace Leland. 
Bottom Row: Betty Elliott, Lyle LittleJp,hn, 
Faye Clegg, Hazel Marie Leland, Donna 
Kruger, Donna Mitchell. 

, Those attendJ.ng this celebration came from 
all pOints in Canada and some from U.S.A. 

Five sets of twins attended this celebration, 
the oldest being Mr. J. R. Lynch of Miniota 
and Mrs. R. Baldwin of Yorkton, then 83 
years old. 

After registration in the school ~ program 
was enjoyed at the sports ground WIth speak
ers recalling the activities of the earl.y ye.ars 
and leading up to the present day. The ~Ighl1ght 
of the occasion was the Brandon PIpe Band 
in their kilts of Gordon tartan. 

The beautiful four- tie red birthday cake was 
decorated by ~ former pupil of Arrow River 
school. It was topped with a replica of the 
Arrow River school banner in the school 
colors of gold and black. This cake was cut 
by Mrs. J. O'Callaghan, formerly Rhoda 
McKenzie who at 90 years of age was the 
only original pupil of the first Arrow River 
school still residing in the district. 

The ladies of the community, dressed in old 
fashioned costumes, served meals. A dance 
in the hall closed a very enjoyable celebration. 
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Brighton School 
by Mrs. Mary J. Mitchell 

Brighton school, one of the schools in the 
Miniota Municipal School District, was built 
on land donated by Mr. John R. Mitchell, on 
section 13-13-26. It was a solid stone building 
looking much like a private dwelling. In fact, 
one of the teachers reported that the butcher 
called on her to find out if she would like any 
meat. This district was formed in 1902.-03. 

The first trustees were: Mr. JamesWiggins 
Sr., Mr. W. W. Mitchell, Mr. W. P. Wallace, 
Mr. Copeland and Mr. JamesW. Mitchell was 
Secretary Treasurer. 

There was only one male teacher among all 
the females, Mr. Earnest Martin. Notneces
sarily in order, here are names of several of 
the teachers: Miss E. Shier (first), Miss 
M. Sutherland, Miss Short, Miss Roxborough, 
Miss Hopkins, Miss Dryden, Miss Ada Ven
ables, Miss Minnie Grey, Miss Minnie Ford 
and Miss Sinclair. 

In the year 1919, the Miniota Municipal 
School District was formed and Brighton 
school, one of the smaller schools, was 

closed and the pupils were transported to 
Arrow River school. 

Brighton, besides serving as a school, 
served as a community centre. Many happy 
times were spent when heated debates took 
place, or an evening was spent in dancing. 

In 1912, a meeting was held to discuss 
holding church service. At this meeting, 
the following officers were appointed man
agers: Mrs. John Wiggins, James W. Mit
chell, and W. W. Mitchell; Secretary Trea
surer was Mr. John R. Mitchell. Reverend 
W. Beattie, Presbyterian was the minister. 
These services were carried on for two 
years. The school remained empty for some 
years, when it again came into service as 
a private dwelling. Mr. and Mrs. Percy Iles 
and family lived quite comfortably in it 
until they moved to reside in Miniota. 

Today, May 8, 1965, nothing but a small 
pile of stone marks the place where Brighton 
school once stood. 

Omar School 

On February 27, 1902, by-law #243 was 
passed to set up Victoria School on the 
north west corner of the north west quart
er of Section 22-14-26, being the property 
of Jeremiah O'Callaghan. This school dis
trict was comprised of Sections 9, 10, 11, 
14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, W1/2 23, W1/2 26, 
27, 28, 29, Sl/2 32, 33, 34, Wl/2 35, 
all in township 14, range 26. 

This school was opened as nearly as we 
can ascertain about the year 1903. It was 
called Omar School District #1194, rather 
than Victoria. The name comes from the 
names of the four trustees at that time. 
o for O'Callaghan, M for McKee A for 
Armstrong and R for Ringland. ' 

Previous to the opening of the new Omar 
school, classes were held in a house on 
a nearby location. In 1908 or 1909, just the 
week before Easter, the school was demol
ished bv fire. In the meantime, classes wera 

held in the stable. That fall, the pupils 
moved into the new school on September 
29. In 1917, a portion of Omar School Dis
trict was transferred to Arrow River, namely 
the S.E. 1/4 of 11-14-26. It is noted, from 
the school register of September 1918, that 
school was closed for two weeks, due to 
mumps. Miss Margaret Sutherland was teach
ing at that time and received a salary of 
$750 for the year. In 1919, a portion of 
Omar district was transferred to Beulah, 
being the S.W. 1/4 of 32-14-26. In 1919, 
also the Miniota Municipal Schools was 
formed, following which Omar school was 
closed. The school building was moved to 
Isabella, in 1923, where it was used for 
many years as a class room. Many Isa
bella stUdents of that time remember it as 
,. the tin school' , on account of its cover
ing of tin, In 1954 it was bought and re
built into a home by Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Levins of Isabella. 
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The list of teachers following is not nec
essarily in order and not necessarily com
plete: - Miss Lila Neebl1ds (Mrs. George 
Reynolds); Miss Ellerington (Mrs. J olm Ten
nant); Miss Eva Clyde (Mrs. James Arm
strong); Miss Haight; Miss Weidenhamer 
(Mrs. John stowe April 1910-1911); Miss 
Margaret Sutherland (Mrs. Robert Stowe 
1918); Miss Gillespie; Miss Lockhart; a 
teacher who later became Mrs. Roy Bell; 
Miss Bake.. Miss Fraser; Miss Evans; 
Miss HodnEtt; Miss Gardner; Miss Fertney; 
Miss Parkinson. 

A former pupil of the Omar School, Ellen 
(O'Callaghan; Martin had the following to 
say about her school days at Omar: -

,. Most of the teachers we had did not 
stay more than one year, while we attended 
Omar. At least three of the m quit to man y 
men from the district. I did not slut school 
when I was of age, as I had to st2.y home 
and herd cattle, due to the lack of fences. 
Finally Mum persuaded Dad to build a fence 
so that we girls could go to school along 
with the other girls of our age in the 
district. So, I must have been about 7 or 
8 by the time I got started. Our parents 
had thoughtfully provided us with a good 
well, with a pump in it beside the school. 
There was a cup hanging from the pump, 
which we all used, and it is amazing how 
well we took care of that cup. Everyone 
of us took our drink and then carefully 
put the cup back and it was always in place 
when we needed it. 

Winter games were fox and goose (usually 
after a fresh fall of snow); prisoner's base; 
tug-o-war; anti-over; last touch and a few 
others. The first few years after thE, s('1001 
was built, there were some big boys going 
to school who played football. The bigger 
girls joined in too, sometimes. There were 
two Stowe boys (Bob and Harry), my broth~r 
!Jack, Archie Hill, John McKee, Billy Ring
land and their sisters who were big enough 
or could run fast enough to get a kick at 
the ball. There were May Ringland, Alma 
Hill, my sister Nora, Jean Hill, and maybe 

Kate, my sister, played, but I know I did 
not. 

The teachers used to put on school con
certs at Christmas time which parents and 
children all enjoyed. We girls liked pract
icing our parts for it. I expecially liked the 
drills. For that, we were all dressed in 
paper dresses, with ribbon and tinsel, and 
carried little flags. After we got our organ, 
Dad took it up to the school for us, a.\1d 
\lma Hill would come up and play for us. 

We practiced choruses, hymns and plays, 
and it was a wonderful event. All the girls 
had to have a white dress, with white, 
pink or blue sashes, and matching ribbons 
in their hair, which hung loosely to our 
shoulders and sorC:'times reached our waist
lines. The night before the concert, We a11 
washed our hair and braided it so it was 
311 wavy for the big night. It was fun, with 
Mum and Dad in the sleigh, riding over 
the snow that night to the schooL The 
mothers took lunches along, to eat after the 
concert was over and presents handed out. 
What a tree they used to put IIp! It was 
about as big as they could possibly get in 
the door and they didn't stint on decorating 
it. It was bright with shining tinsel and 
shiny decorations. Then Santa came bouncing 
in jingling with a string of sleigh bells 
around his padded waist and our hearts 
jumped into our throats with excitement. 
Santa was Mr. George Yiebster. He was 
so light on his feet, he just seemed to flit 
about. One year the ladies dressed Dad U"l 
as Mrs. Santa. They gave him a half knitt~, 
sock and he sat on a chair on the platform, 
knitting. It helped to make entertainment, 
which we appreCiated in those days. 

We always looked forward to our Christ
mas concert and to our school picniC, which 
ended up the school term for the summer. 
The year that Miss Neelands taught our 
school, her sister, Jessie, (who married 

. John Reynolds) taught the old MiniotaschooI. 
It was over west of ours and we had joint 
Christmas concerts and picnics. We took 
turns practicing at the two schools. We 
8.1.s0 played against them in baseball, but 
I couldn't say which team was the better. 
The main thing was that we enjoyed it." 
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Palmerston School No. 638 

Palmerston School District was named 
after the town of Palmerston, Ontario, the 
home town of the Warren family. The dis
trict was organized in 1891, and the school 
house was built in 1892. The land on which 
the school house, an.d also the Palmerston 
Church was built, was donated by Mf. Simon 
Fennell, and they stood on the north east 
corner of his farm. 

The school house was not ready for oc
cupation when the teacher arrived to take 
charge of the school on April 1st, 1892, so 
school was conducted for six weeks in a 
small log cabin on the Nixon Warren farm. 
Temporary desks were supplied by boards 
nailed on a slant in the spaces between 
the logs. Boards set on blocks did duty as 
seats. The pupils used slates and primers 
with such uninspiring literature as "The 
cow eats grass:" "The horse eats hay and 
oats", "The donkey eats grass and thistles." 

The school term for some years was from 
April 1st to November 30, with no summer 
holidays. Some twenty-two pupils attended 
school that first year, only about one-third 
of whom had had the advantage of previous 
schooling. Some of that class walked as 
much as nine or ten miles daily to attend 
schoo1. 

On August 1st, 1919, Palmerston became part 
of the Miniota Municipal School District 
No. i49. Palmerston School was finally closed 
in 1944, when it became a part of Crandall 
Consolidated School District. Percy Warren 
who had been. the oldest pupil when school 
opened, was at the closing ceremony 52 
years later. . 

Palmerston School was pronounced as al
most a model school by the then School 
Inspector, Mr. S. E. Lang, at a Teacher's 
Convention when it was in charge of Mrs. 
J. S. Watson (nee Carswell),Winnipeg. Mr. 

Palmerston School 
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George Daintry, while teaching at Palm
erston, organized a football club which one 
year held the championship of the district. 
J'hese football matches highlighted every 
picnic in those days. Mrs. Margaret (Elliott) 
Shelley, began her teaching career at Palm
erston School. Mr. Miller became Rev. 
William Miller and served many years in 
western pulpits. 

Of that class of 1892 in the old school, 
at least six are still living, but the building, 
which served as school, community centre, 
and for eighteen years as Church, is gone 
and only a grass grown plot remains. So 
the old order changes, yielding place to 
the new. 

Taken from Miniota Herald. September 1931 

EXAMINATION ANSWERS: 
• Solomon had 300 wives and 700 por-
cupines. 

Contralto is a low sort of music only 
ladies sing. 

Climate lasts all the time, the weather 
only a few days. 

Chivalry is the attitude of a man to 
a strange woman. 

Acrimony, sometimes called holy, is 
another name for marriage. 

In Christianity, man has only one wife. 
This is called Monotony. 

A Protestant is a woman who gets 
her living through an immortal life. 

Monologues are conversations between 
two people, such as a husband and wife. 

A Census taker is a man who goes 
from house to house increasing the population. 

Life and Work of Arrow River Church 
1882 - 1966 

Sunday, June 18, 1933, was a Red Letter 
day for the congregation of Arrow River 
United Chur.~. On that day, they celebrated 
the 50th Annivers~ry of the first church 
service in the CClI11- ,(.lty. 

The first ordained lllinister to reside in 
this field, Rev, James Watson, was present 
and reminiscing that day, he told of the 
first services conducted in the district by 
Rev. Hodnett of Birtle, the latter being 
followed by several students who had charge 
for the summer months. Rev. James Watson 
was inducted in Arrow River school in 1898. 
Two of the original church board members, 
D. Gerrand of Winnipeg and James Wiggins, 
were present that day, along with many 
original pioneers. 

Since that day, many pioneers have passed 
from our midst. Those still with us, recall 
that the first church services were held 
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. James Elliott 
Sr. Mter the construction of the new school 
house, it became the community centre and 
place of worship for all church services, 
namely, Methodist, Presbyterian and Ang
lican. 

. A pioneer recalls that Mr. McGillvTay, 
local country storekeeper, brought a red 
felt cloth and placed it over the school 
desk, then the felt-covered pulpit box, on 
which was placed a large Bible and the 
school was ready for worship. The music 

'was supplied by a local organist. There 
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Present day church. 

was a small organ in the school at that 
time. There would often be more than one 
service on a Sunday, with all faiths using 
the same furnishings and many attending more 
than one service in the day, for Sunday was 
a day of visitation then, also. 

In 1905, the Arrow River congregation 
purchased for $500, the present church from 

. the Presbyterian congregation of Hamiota. 
It had been built in 1892, at a cost of $2,000. 
Will McGavin , a carpenter in the district, 
was responsible for dismantling, hauling and 
re-assembling the church on its present 
site. Of course, most of the labor was 
volunteer, including the hauling of the stones 
for the basement. One of the first big 
events held in this building, .then partially 
erected, was the meal served in the base
ment, which was merely a hole, totaly un
finished. This was in the spring of 1905, 
lVh~n Arrow River held a ploughing match. 
The church was officially opened in March 
1906. Rev. R. Hunter was minister and the 
first members to join by profession of 
faith were Barbara Wiggins and Mrs. J. F. 
Tennant, with Mr. J. Fleming Sr., and Mr. 
J arne s Wiggins receiving the m into the church 
in June 1906. 

UNION 
In 1925, a field meeting was held with 

representatives from Arrow River to discuss 
church union, after which the local board 
of management passed a motion that there 
be no congregational vote at Arrow River 
on the matter. In ,June 1925, 'the transfer 
of church property to "United" was signed. 

SESSION 
It is interesting to note that our early 

church had only a board of management, 
with no session; until ·churcli union took 
place. At this time, it appears that members 
were selected from the board .. of management 
as 'elders'·, to form a separate body, the 
Session. The Board of Management serving 
in 1921 were J, M. Elliott, J. S. Mitchell, 
James Wiggins, E. McNab, and J. F. Ten
nant. In 1934, the acting elders were the latter 
three and C. Craig, who later resigned. 
Then, in 1938, Mr. J. M. Elliott rejoined 
the session. Mr. McNab's death left a vacancy 
filled by George Torrance. In 1944, John 
Wiggins and Hubert Kirton were elected as 
elders and Mr. James Wiggins who had 
served as an elder for fifty years, retired, 
Due to reSignations, death and retirement 
from the farms, elders changed frequently. 
For a short time, Lou Lelond was an elder, 
and in 1952 tMre were two honorary, H. 
Kirton and J. M. Elliott, and five active 
elders - J. Wiggins, William Tennant, Wes 
Lelond, R. Clegg and Geo. Torrance, with 
G. Grey joining them in 1953. A. C. Hill 
was also an elder before retiring to Mini
ota. Later nominations were J. Kirton, Mrs. 
D. Sutherland, Kevin Lelond and Mac Lelond, 
who at present constitute the session, as 
W. Tennant passed away and G. Grey re
tired to Hamiota this year. 

THE BOARD OF STEWARDS 
is composed of a number of citizens who 

assumed the responsibility for the financing 
and maintenance of the church, similar to 
the old Board of Management. Through the 
years, these stewards have encouraged mem
bers to give their financial support by the 
use of regular envelope givings and by 
personal canvassing once or twice a year. 
The women's organizations assisted with all 
aspects of the Board of Steward's work 
of financing and maintenance. Many of our 
local men and some women have served 
as stewards and are still serving. The work 
of the Board of Stewards becomes increas
ingly difficult, with dwindling rural pop
ulations and the trend toward closing many 
of the small community churches. 

MINISTERS: The shrinking rural commun
ity was not yet evident in 1927, when with 
Rev. Dixon in charge eighteen young people 
joined the church, and 100 communicant 
cards were ordered for Easter. Through 
the years, Rev. Dixon had been preceded 
by the Reverends Watson, Hunter, Beatty, 
Pate, Hamill and Moffatt and in 1931, Rev. 
Dixon moved on and Rev. Alex Stephen be
came our minister. He was then a young 
man. He passed away in November, 1966, 
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but several had kept in contact with him 
.after his departure in 1936, when Rev 
George McMillan joined us. _ A historical 
record olthe church was prepared in 1938, 
and records begin to show the dwindling 
population (71 taking communion). Then the 
Second World War claimed many of our 
young folk. When Rev. McMillan left us in 
1941, pulpit supply came from Brandon, 
until Rev. Egillson joined us in 1942. Re
cords show at this time nine young men, 
church members, serving in the armed 
forces. In 1945, Rainy River charge call
ed Rev. Egillson and the following year, 
under the leadership of Rev. K. Moyer, 
a very impressive service was held in 
memory of those from the community who 
had given their lives in the Second World 
War and the Roll of Remembrance was un
-veiled. (In this Centennial year celebra
tions, a hymn written by Rev. K. Moyer 
will be sun~ across Canada as the Cen
tennial hymn). 

When Rev. Moyer accepted a call to serve 
in Virden in 1947, a student James Perry 
of Winnipeg came to Quadra by train and 

,took the Sunday services. In winter, he 
was met by team and van and taken on to 
Miniota, (two point charge). In November 
1948, Rev. Caskey, an elderly gentleman, 
carne ministering in his kindly way for 
several years. Then in July 1952, Beulah, 
Isabella, Miniota and Arrow River became a 
four point charge, and Rev. K. Moffatt, 
'a young man very interested in youth work, 
joined us. We had an active ball club at 
this time, who enjoyed having Ken play 
with their team also. 

Changes had come slowly but surely within 
the churCh. Gradually vacation schools, boys 
and girls camps, etc., became more in evi
dence. Rev. Ken Moffatt was called to serve 
elsewhere, but he was followed by several 
young ministers, the first being Rev. Mac 
Watts. Youth work continued apace with 
study groups and in 1959 we bade farewell 
to Rev. Watts and welcom,"d Rev. Geddes 
and his wife, on the occasion of' the 75th 
anniversary o~ our school at Arrow River. 
Rev. Geddes remained with us until 1962. 
wnen another easterner, Rev. J. Sloan, and his 

historians in general. However, these young 
ministers had stimulated an interest in study 
groups which is spreading, the results of 
which have yet to be recorded. Rev. Murdoch 
"The man without a church," is now serving 
on a very new and distinctive pilot project 
in Winnipeg and we have with us at time of 
writing, Rev. Nield of Virden, as our min
ister. Rev. and Mrs. Nield and the twins 
joined us in August 1966, and now occupy the 
new manse. Rev. Pate, one of the pioneer 
ministers, had the following poem printed 
in the Miniota Herald, presumably to ex
press his sentiments and probably those of 
many ministers. 

"WHY DO I LIVE?" 
I live for those who love me 
F or those I know are true 
For the heaven that smiles above me 
And awaits my spirit too, 
For all human ties that bind me 
For the task my God assigned me 
For the bright hope left behind me 
And the good that I can do. 

1 live to learn their story 
Who suffered for my sake, 
To emUlate their glory 
And follow in their wake. 
Bards, martyrs, patriots, sages, 
The nobles of all ages 
,\Vhose deeds crown history's pag€3 
And time's great volume make. 

I live to hail the seasons 
By gifted minds foretold 
When man shall live by reason 

, And not alone for gold, 
When man to man, united, 
And every wrong thing righted. 
The whole world shall be lighted 
As-Eden was of old. 

I live to hold communion 
With all that is divine 
To feel that is union 
'Twixt nature's heart and mine, 
To profit by affliction 
Reap truths from fields of fiction 
Grow wiser than conviction 
Fulfilling God's design. 

wife, came to share our burdens and joys. I live for those who love me 
They moved to Birtle in 1965 and a For those that know me true, 
young bachelor, Rev. Ken Murdoch, jomed For the heaven that smiles above me 
us for one brief year. Ch'anges nor only in' And awaits my spirit too 
our dwindling community but within the 'For the wrongs that need resistance 
church itself were becoming very pronounc- For the cause that needs assistance 
ed for the whole Christian world seemed For the future in the distance 
stirred by rumors of church union and dif- And the good that I can do. 
ferences of opinion among theologians and Submitted by Mrs. Wallace Bonner 
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From poetry, we turn to music and, truly 
the Arrow River choir for many years was 
outstanding on special occasions and through
.out the years as it has contributed to the week
ly services. The first organists recalled were 
Maggie Elliott, Barbara Wiggins, Olive and 
Irene Fleming and Elsie Tennant, with Mrs. 
William Tennant becoming the organist in 
1914. Very early in the history of the com
munity, there was congregational singing 
both in the school and the church, followed 
by an active choir with a lapse in the war 
years, 1914-16. From 1916 until 1966, Mrs. 
John Wiggins was choir leader; with Mrs. 
Ken Mitchell succeeding Mrs. W. Tennant 
as organist in 1965. 

. Looking back over the years, the names of 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Lynch, Elva and Kal 
come to mind as a family who were always 
ready to assist with any musical numOOrs, 
such as anniversaries and so on. The choir 
was ambitious in its choice of music. Some 
of the well-remembered numbers beingi'The 
Radiant Morn," "Hark, 'Hark, My Soul,'.' 
"Praise the Lord, 0 Jerusalem," "The 
Holy City," "Recessional," "God So Loved 
the World," and "How Great Thou Art." 
One E aste 1', during the '30' s, Miniota and 
Arrow River choirs united under Elva Lynch's 
leadership, to present the cantata "The 
Story of Calvary." Rev. J. A. Stevens was 
minister at the time, and by bible readings 
and sermons prepared the congregation and 
choirs for the memorable occasion. "Easter 
will always mean more for all those privil
eged to be a part of that experience." The 
choir also many times used selections from 
"The Messiah" and the" Crucifixion." 

For several years there was also a Junior 
choir. Miss Dennison led it for a time and 
Mrs. John Mitchell, with several of the youth 
being the organists. As time went on, mem
bers were taken into the choir at an earlier 
age, because young people began moving from 
our community at a much younger age and 
to be a part of the choir was one experience 
Arrow River could offer them. 

, Throughout the years," and we now quote 
Mrs. John Wiggins, "members have been 
interested, willing, co-operative, responsive 
and happy. There has always been more than 
one kind of harmony. Because of community 
changes and other interests fUrther afield, it 
was more difficult to have practice and this 
is a must for successful choir work. The 
purpose and ideal has been, :t'irst, to assist 
the minister in the service of worship, and 
second, to develop a knowledge, understand
ing, and a love of sacred music. Many ex-

members have been welcomed by choirs 
across Canada. Mrs. Ken Mitchell took over 
the organ an~ leadership in 1966, having been 
a helpful aSSIstant for some years. Dwindling 
population and no school in Arrow River 
make it difficult now to hold interest in 
community endeavours." 

Briefly, the foregoing was the story of 
our churCh, the elders, stewards, ministers, 
.:-hoir, and to some extent, the changes in a 
community through tile years. 

"Sow a thought and reap an act, 
Sow an act and reap a habit, 
Sow a habit and reap a character, 
Sow a character and reap a destiny." 

So men and women toiled, not always con·, 
scious of the truth in tIle above qllotation, 
but always looking ahead. But ,,'[hat of the 
work of the women of the church? 

From the time of the first church service, 
the women were acti've in church work, but 
on July 24, 1911, the fjrst org'anized groups 
were- ·rormed. namely, the Mission Band and 
Home Mission SOCiety. The charter members 
were Mesdames W. Tennant Sr., J. McGill
vray, J. Elliott, Sr., J. FlemingSr.,J.Brad
ford, J. M. Elliott, J. S. Mitchell, S. Cusack, 
J. F. Tennant, and Miss 1. Fleming, with 
Miss Frazer of !Vhniota. 

On the 50th anniversary of the above or
ganization, the only living charter member, 
Mrs. J. F. Tennant, spoke the following 
words as she reminisced; "May I tell you of 
that day 50 years ago? The weather was very 
like today, perhaps more sunshine. You have 
heard the above names. I was the youngest 
married lady. Miss Frazer of Hamiota pre
sided. Mrs. John Bell, Mrs. W. Palmer and 
Mrs. Grey of Blaris organized group were 
present also. After explaining the purpose 
of the meeting - I was named secretary. I 
remember, as we were finishing, the sun 
was pouring through those windows and 
flooding the front of the church. I was so en
thused about the epoch- making thing we we re 
doing that it felt to me as if the Glory of the 
Lord shone about us. I am still convinced 
our action that day would meet His approvaL 
It surely turned our eyes from self to brothel' 
man. Our group was organized as a Home 
Mission Society as Miss Frazer assured us 
we must choose. 

Our MiSSIOn Band was to aiel Foreign 
Missions. You see, we intended to have our 
finger III both pies. Our lunch must consist 
of one cake and one kind of sandwich, to 
eliminate rivalry among hostesses, which was 
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happening elsewhere. Our roll call was to be 
memorized bible verses. We began supply 
work at once. I remember our first lot went 
to Oak River. The basement of the church was 
totally-unfinished, just rough stone walls 
and plank supports holding up the floor. 
So, we began the Sunday egg project, a 
dream of a few of the ladies to save all 
eggs laid on Sunday, sell them at the local 
store, and save the money to finish the 
basement. In about a year, this dream be
~ame a reality, when, in 1914, the base
ment was completed. 

Visualize those pioneers buying flannel
ette for garments for the "poor," making 

,quilts, gathering and distributing used clo
thing, supporting a Fresh Air Camp and 
Children's Aid Society, assisting with sup
plies for Hamiota hospital, and in the early 
years Canora, Saskatchewan, hospital also. 
For some years the Belgian settlers at Teu
Ion received considerable clothing etc., as 
well as the Indians, and, of course, there 
were conventions to attend." In 1913 the 
first hospital aid was formed. In 1914-18 
Red Cross work was added to the list, and 
in 1921, a Ladies Aid was f0rmed, all within 
the Home Mission Society. In the early 
years, money was raised mostly by dona
tions and collections to meet expenses which 
included· flowers for the ill and bereaved 
and an allocation of $35., which gradually 
was raised to $200 in 1923. 

Another lady who reminisced at the 50th 
anniversary in 1961 was Mrs. J. R. Mitchell, 
who was W.M.S. President from 1921-28. 
We quote, "It was with fear and trembling 
that I became president - I think my motto 
through the years has been Stewardship. 
As a result of a paper I gave - it was de
cided to begin voluntary systematic giving 
and lay aside at least 10~ per week - I 
am !l:oing to quote one motion whjch I think 
was typical of our standards as W.M.S, 
members, "Moved by Mrs. J. M. Elli0tt, 
seconded by Mrp. J. Fleming Sr., that the 
Society have the first week of June as se1£
denial week, a time of prayer, bible reading, 
and financial effort-" Union took place during 
my time as president. At that time. Mrs. 
Elliott was president, I was secretary of Min
fledosa. Presbyterfal (later changed to Birtle). 
We were both in Winnipeg when the inaugural 
service of the Conference branch of the Wo
men's Mission Society of the United Church 
took place." (End of Quote). 

With chUrch union came new offices in 
W.M.S., namely. Finance, Stewardship anti 
Baby Band. In 1930, as the depression gripped 

the district, no set allocation was accepted, 
but the work of helping others continued. In 
1934, the W.M.S. yearly Sunday service was 
dropped. In 1936, membership fees were 
dropped but the ladies managed to send $41. 
as an allocation, besides quilts, etc. In 1938 
the Ladies aid became the Women's Auxiliary 
of the W.M.S., making no change in meetings 
but more offices to fill. Before entering the 
era of the Second World War, let us review 
the efforts of the Ladies Aid since 1921. 

The Ladies Aid functioning within the W .M.S. 
was not necessarily responsible for all acti
vities but some efforts worthy of mention are: 
1921 - the first anniversary supper; 1925 -
the first bazaar was recorded; prices offowl 
supper, Adults 35~, Children 15~; 1927 -
Chairs and Sunday School screens purchased 
and all organizations were asked to replace 
mantles and gasoline used; 1928 - Church was 
papered at a cost of $20 for labor; 1930-
the first fall bazaar; 1934 - Church cleaning 
delayed on account of dust storms; 1935 -
a Chautauqua was sponsored, using local 
talent and netted the treasury $30.; 1936 -
20 bags of potatoes were collected for the 

_needy and quilts made for emergency relief; 
1938 - the first record of serving at an 
auction sale, that of C. Fleming; 1940 -
the church was repainted. 

THE WAR YEARS - The members of the 
W.M.S. and W.A., most ofthem also members 
of the Women's Institute, found themselves 
involved in supporting war projects, along 
with regular church activities. W .M.S. studies 
of our own and other lands were continued. 
As we in 1966 see the turbulence in Africa it 
seems fitting to quote from the minutes ofthe 
October 1945 meeting, "Theme of meeting -
all people black and white are members of 
one family - Africa is the Lord's and the 
fulness thereof, the land and they that dwell 
therein." Our boys came home from war. 
Some settled among us, and a new generation 
was born, but the church was slow to change. 
The W. A, had purchased War Bonds, and 
bazaars, concerts, travelling baskets and ho
bo teas were quite popular. However, to meet 
the growing move ment to unify the church into 
one body, the W.A. and W.M.S. united on Jan
nary 1, 1962, and a new organization, THE 
UNITED CHURCH WOMEN, came into being. 
The purpose of this organization is: "To unite 
all women of the congregation for the total 
mission of the church and to wovide a me
dium through which they may express their 
loyalty, and devotion to Jesus Christ in 
Christian witness, study, fellowship and ser
vice." During the five years of U.C.W., 
activities, the programs at our meetings have 
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been varied, the activities much the saine, 
with the exception of study groups, generally 
held with a minister in attendance. Life 
members ofW.M.S. and U.C.W. from the be
ginning were: Miss Elliott, in honor of her 
mother, Mrs. J. Elliott Sr.; Mrs.J.R. Mitch
ell, Mrs. Bradford, Mrs. James Wiggins, 
Mrs. J. S. Mitchell, Miss Davidson, Mrs. 
Sam Cusack, Mrs. J. F. Tennant, Mrs. Jed 
Lelond, Mrs. W. Tennant, Mrs. W. Mitchell, 
Mrs.:" J olln Wiggip.s, Mrs. Donald Sutl1e.rlUfld 
Mrs. D. Lelond and Mrs. E. Carnegle. 

The Manse was not the concern of Arrow 
River for some years, but gradually the la
dies assumed some responsibility having 
helped to purchase furniture, etc., and pay 
for some repairs. Gradually, the manse 
committee and boards of stewards assumed 
more joint responsibility with yearly alloca
tions paid to a central treasurer. The new 
manse was built by and will be the respon
sibility of the four-point charge. Arrow Riv
er, at present, has two U.C.W. representa
tives and one man serving on the Manse com· 
mittee of the charge. 

In 1911 the MISSION BAND was instituted 
under the supervision of Miss Irene Flem
ing. The members quilted at their very 
first meeting. In the early years the meet
ings were held in the homes, then for 
years the ideal place seemed to be the 
school, often with a teacher acting as lea
der. In 1961, Mission Band came under 
the supervision of Christian Education Com
mittee. Activities in the early years in
cluded bazaars, silver teas, packing par
cels for the needy, while in later years, the 
children collected used stamps and held 
U.N.LC.E.F. parties. In 1966, the memorable 
closing of our day school, and thus, our Mis
sion Band, the members planted and sold 
thousands of young garden plants, under 
the able leadership of their day school 
teacher, Mrs. Doherty and Mrs. G. Grey. 
The latter, speaking of Mission Band at 
that memorable 50th anniversary, already 
mentioned, said "We have truly succeeded 
in our efforts, if we have helped to instil 
within the hearts of children a deep and 
abiding love for God and children throughout 
the world. 

When children's interests are world wide 
New ages will be glorified. 
Let child love child and strife will cease. 
Disarm the heart for that is peace." 

The BABY BAND, embracing all pre-school 
children in the community who wished to be 
members, was organized about 1926 in con
junction with the W.M.S. The purpose of the 

Baby Band was to provide a link with the 
Christian church through the W.M.S. The 
value of this link is expressed in these 
words: "Bud the tiny twig with the fruit you 
would have it bear.' 

A SUNDAY SCHOOL was organized in the 
1880' s. Mrs. McGillvray was one of the first 
teachers, the first superintendent being J. 
Fleming Sr., J. Bradford being superintendent 
at the time of church opening in 1906. Itwould 
be impossible to name all the Sunday School 
teachers, but those who taught for years were: 
Mesdames J. M. Elliott, J. S. Mitchell, J. F. 
Tennant, E. Dayton, JeqLelond, J. R. Mitchell. 
John Wiggins, C. Craig, E. McNab, Pauline 
Tennant, R. B. Wallace and lately Mrs. Doug. 
Lelond who is still teaching. Many other 
busy mothers took their turn and sometimes 
young people took a turn, the classes ranging 
from bible class for adults to kindergarten. 
In the horse and buggy days, Sunday school 
session preceded an hour of church service. 
Of recent years, Sunday school and church 
service have been combined, lasting one hour. 

CRADLE ROLL - was under the auspkes 
of the Sunday school, merely listing young 
children as members of our church com
munity. We well remember the Cradle Rolls 
with their colorful little cradles, shoes and 
so on. 

C.G.LT. In 1919, three years after the 
Canadian Girls in Training movement be
gan in eastern Canada, Mrs. John Fleming 
Jr., a native of Nova Scotia, came as a 
bride to the Arrow River district. Soon 
after her arrival, she helped to organizf:: 
and became the leader of a C.G.LT. group. 
That first group took the nickname, "The 

1921 "Y-KYK" C.G.I.T. Group. 
Back Row: Edna Sinclair, Jessie Mitchell. 
Middle Row: Mattie Wallace Mrs. J. F. 
Tennant, Gladys Kirton, Islay ·Sinclair. 
Front Row: Mary McKinnon, Betty Gard
ham, Irene Lelond, Enid Gardham, Clara 
Jackson. Fl,o'rence Wallace. 
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G.G.I.T. 1954 
Back Row left <to right: Margaret Grif
fiths, Gladys Clegg (Leader). Ruby Mit
chell (Leader), Janice Mitchell, Gail Mit
chell, .Arlene Wallace. 
Front Row: Catherine Littlejohn, Donna 
Mitchell, Yvonne Hyndman, Elsie Lelond, D. 
Buda Dibblee. Margaret Lelond. 
On a hike on a lovely Saturday in Septem
ber, 1954. 

Bluebirds." One of their first social events 
was a Bluebird tea. Cardboard bluebirds 
hung from the ceiling and what a menu -
such names as Colonels in the Swim (corn 
soup), Adam and Eve on a raft (poached 
eggs on toast) etc. One gentleman ordered 
Aqua Pura and Chip off the old Block Jl.nd 
got a glass of water ana a toothpick! Ida 
Tennant and Elva Lynch were assistant 
leaders with Mrs. John Tennant becoming 
leader in 1921, the year of the Easter 
Pagaent. This C.G.LT. group called them
selves the "Y -Kyk" group (Why Kick). A 
former member of this latter group re
miniscing said, "The meetings were nele. 
in the afternoon where the studies were 
conducted but - remember those holidays 
camping at Murphy's Lake and at the Nar
rows, always with a leader or chaperone? 
Bow we practiced during holidays for our 
yearly concert of special musiC, skits and 
plays. Those closing campfire scenes amid 
freshly gathered branches, and scenery, 
were memorable events for us all. No boys 
of course, so we girls would borrow suits 
and slick our hair back to play boys' parts 
in our skits. Those were the days too of good 
hikes in the valley, rolling down the hills 
until we were dizzy.' 

In 1939, their last year, the C.G.LT. had 
received recognition for the 13th consecutive 
year and had affiliated with the W.M.S. 
each year. During the early years, because 
there were so many of them the girls had 

had to wait until they were in their middle 
'teens to become members, whereas inSept
ember 1939, it was decided to close C.G.LT. 
for lack of girls. Under Rev. Moffatt's ener
getic leadership, the C.G.LT. movement was 
revived briefly in 1953-4-5, but again the 
district was faced with the lack of girls. In 
1966 two of our Sunday Scllool class have 
joined the Miniota C .G.L T. 

UNITED CHURCH YOUNG PEOPLE'S SO
CIETY -Shortly after church union, a Young 
People's group was formed. Church records 
show 18 young people joining the church in 
1927. These young people were quite active 
and quoting Pauline Tennant: - "I became a 
member at the time Rev. George McMillan 
was our minister. This group met on Sunday 
asa class with Mrs. J. Wiggins as a teacher 
an~ we also had a mid week meeting. We were 
affiliated with Birtle Presbytery Young Peo
pIe's and Manitoba Conference. In 1938, I at
tended Young Peoples Congress in Whitby, 
Ontario. Kallie Lynch attended the second 
Congress. The local Y.P.U. had special pro
jects each year which included lighting a 
Christmas tree on "Main Street" in Arrow 
River and viJ.riety concerts. One successful 
venture was the presentation of •. Dicken's 
Christmas Carol." The group continued to be 
active during Rev. E. Egilsson's time." The 
Y .P. U. closed during the war years. 

Under Rev. Ken Moffatt, a SIGMA C group 
was formed also, with R. E. Clegg and Jim 
Kirton as leaders. The members were, Law
rence Wallace, John Mitchell, Carson Hynd
man, Jim Clegg, Garth Sararas, Abe Dyck, 
Kenneth Griffiths and Duncan Mitchell. The 
Sigma C plaque, with hooks and names of 
each member, was made for one project, 
also each member made a plywood Sigma 
C crest. A prepared Sigma C programme 
was studied at weekly meetings. other than 
a Young Peoples mixed group, no other 
record was found of a boy's group except 
a Tuxis group in 1927, led by Mr. Bateman. 

IN MEMORIAMS AND GIFTS - When the 
church was purchased, it contained the side 
pews and pulpit. During the years, equipment 
chair, etc., have been added as furnishing. 
Gifts that can be recalled are the first pulpit 
bible which was given by a member or rela
tive ~f the Fleming family and is unique in 
that it contains the Apocrypha. The pulpit 
bible now in use, was given by Mr. and Mrs. 
James Elliott, when they were an elderly 
couple, still active in the church. The piC
ture ' The Light of the World," by Bolman 
Hunt, which hangs at the front of the chu~ch, 
was a gift from the Young People's Umon. 
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Back Row left to right: Jim Kirton. Rev. McMillan, Walter Sylvester, Lyall 
Lelond, Everett Tennant. Jim McKinnon, Bud Townson. Bob Elliott, Edward 
Sinclair, Mr. Cam Martin, Wes Lelond, Wilf Lelond, Roy Lelond. 
Front Row left to right: Doreen. Lelond. Myrtle Wiggins, Evelyn Lelond, 
Mavis Townson, Gladys Lelond, Bernice Wiggins, Eileen Smith, Pauline Ten
nant, Lorraine Wiggins. 

The Baptismal font and communion table 
were gifts from the Palmerston church, giv
en by those of that field who later joined 
Arrow River for family worship. December 
1957 being the 100th anniversary of the 
great hymn writer, Charles Wesley, sup
plements containing his writings were plac
ed in the church. In 1958 the choir donned 
black and white, when Hamiota made a gift 
to Arrow River of choir gowns. There is no 
record of the first church organ. The second 
organ was bought in Brandon at St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church. It was bought through 
an organ fund. A piano was purchased in 1962 
or 1963 and placed in the church by the U.C.W. 
Hymn books purchased from a choir fund 
were given to the church in 1966. 

IN MEMORIAMS - The frontal draping the 
pulpit was placed there by the Mitchell fa
mily in memory of a husband and father, 
Mr. J. R. Mitchell. In 1966, hymn books, 
given by the family, were dedicated in 
memory of Wilda Jane Lockhart. A hymn 
book for pulpit use was given by Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Tennant, in memory of Lloyd Wig
gins. Honor Rolls, listing the names of all 
those who served in both World Wars, were 
placed in the church. These were framed 
by Mr. Jim Elliott. Following the Second 
World War, a speCial service in memorium 
was held and a roll of Remembrance was 
unveiled by Rev. K. Moyer, in our church. 

Palmerston 

Palmerston church stands, now a deserted 
building, but it must hold many sacred and 
lovely memories for those who lived in and at
tended church in the district. Mrs. P. S. 
Warren prepared a history of Palmerston 
church, 1910-1939, and excerpts from her 
writings appear below: 

"Palmerston church was built in 1910, but 
church services had been held in the dis-

trict for many years before this - Anglican 
Presbyterian and Salvation Army. The first 
.service was held in a log house - the home 
of Mrs. Rae. 

In 1892 Palmerston school was built and 
Mr. Brokenshier announced church services 
in the school. Now, the people were annoyed 
at this display of authority and had a man 
come from Winnipe-g to settle the matter. 
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Palmerston Church 

This was Dr. James Robertson, whowas"tater 
the first Superintendent of Missions for Man
itoba. He decided in favor of the school, say
ing that Mr. Black might not want to go to 
Mr. Green's, or Mr. Blue's, etc., so church 
services were held in the school with the 
room generally filled to capacity. All parents 
came and brought their families. They came 
in wagons, and, as times got better, demo
crats and buckboards, later buggies and cars. 
The last people to come in a wagon, drawn 
by oxen, were Mr. and Mrs. William Kidd. 

About 1909, Philip Duncan, a student mini-

ster suggested the building of a Church. Indue 
course, Mr. Fennel gave an acre of land. At 
a general meeting, over $11,000 was donated 
and William Hyndman lent $800, and the work
of building began, the lumber being bought at 
Crandall. With many willing hands to build, 
the church was opened October 30, followed 
by a fowl supper on Hallowe'en, which nec
essitated an all night vigil by one gentleman, 
until everyone returned to "clean up." 

The first W.M.S. was organized in 1915. 
Only one wedding is remembeted, ,that of 
Philip Duncan and Mabel Wallace, and two 

ftffierals, Mr. T. 'Douglas, 1'932, and Mr. 
S. Fennel, 1936. 

Palmerston eventually became a part of the 
Miniota - Arrow River charge. The commun
ity held a 25th anniversary service and supper 
in 1935." 

It is recorded in the minutes of the Church, 
that Rev. McFarland was minister in January 
1940. It is assumed that the church closed 
later that year, with some of the congregation 
going to Crandall and others to Arrow River. 

With the dying-out of the pioneer founders 
of the church and the redistribution of the 
mission field, Palmerston Church suffered 
the fate of so many country churches; it closed 
its doors from lack of funds. It now stands 
empty and falling to ruins. 

A Brief Sketch of Crandall Church 

In the early years, Rev. Rawson was con
ducting service in the Beulah district. It was 
not until 1885 that the Methodist conferenc~ 
saw fit to send Rev. Long to BeUlah to take 
charge of a field, with six appointments. One 
of the six was the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Borland. In 1886, Carlingville school was 
erected and from that date was the social 
centre of the community. In 1900 Crandall 
church officially opened. From time to time, 
Crandall, Arrow River and Miniota have been 
served by the same minister. For a time 
after Rev. McNair was injured (1936) Rev. 
McMillan served the above points and Rev. 
Stevens, Palmerston also a country church 
linked with Crandall, closed its doors, the 

congregation then going to Arrow River orto 
Crandall. A few years later, Scotia church 
closed and about 1954 Chumah church was 
c:osed. Briefly, the disappearance of the little 
country churches has been recorded. ' 

The above was penned in abbreviated form 
from" A Brief Story of Crandall Church," 
by R. L. Dickie, who closed with "Now that 
this brief history of our church has been 
written, who among the future generations 
will be in a position to repeat when the year 
2020 comes?" 
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'Dear ,Old Folks Early 1900I s 

A blessing on the older folks 
YJluth.is not all of life. 
Nor mid-age though the a"i1S are str.ong 
To ineet the- daily strife. 
There's living yet for older folks 
Fine, loving work to do, 
Faint hearts to cheer, uncertain feet 
To guide in pathways true. 

A blessing on the older folks. 
The veterans who have spent 
Their strength on life's stern battlements 
And walked the generous length 
Of years in splendid royalty 

To that which seemed the right 
Undaunted by fond hopes deferred 
Or by the foeman's might. 

A blessing on the older folks. 
Sometimes the tear drops start 
When, looking backward, old time joys 
Come tugging at the heart. 
But age has compensations and 
Its own peculiar bliss. 
Peace presses on the aged brow 
It's softest, tenderest kiss. 

Brighton and Palmerston Churches. 

Cemetery 

. The last resting place for many local 
pIOneers and their families, the Arrow River 
cemetery, on the south east quarter of 36-13-
26, was neither selected nor planned. 

Two little graves mark its beginning, those 
of Murdoch and John McKenzie born 1874 
and 1876 respectively andburiedfnJune 1882. 
They were the victims of diphtheria which 
they cont.racted on the boat that brought them 
up the rIver. A few days after their arrival 
they were laid to rest on the land of their fa~ 
ther, Donald McKenzie. Thus the cemetery 
was begun and the plots marked with wooden 
pegs. 

By laws taken from council minutes con
cerning the cemetery tell the story of its 
formation and planning. "December 1889 -
Be it therefore enacted - that the munici
pality - do purchase a cemetery site near 
the south west 'Corner of the south east quar
ter of 36-13-26, to consist of one acre. 

The first caretaker was W. Lelond, from 
1892 to 1895. Through the years, others kept 
the map of the cemetery, receiving from :j)5 
to $10 yearly in payment. 1889 bylaw - "That 
the f<a.ncp. conSisJ of five. wires and a 2 by 4 
S~afn.HW on top of tarr.!ar i:l~ POStS spaced
eIght feet apart ana a double gate nof less 
than 10 feet for cemetery. 1896 "That the 
clerk be instructed to find out the number of 
stakes required for - marking the plots -
and call for tender from the different blac~-

smiths in the municipality for iron stakes 
" 3/4 inch square, 18 inches long before shar
pening." 1899 - "That words [before shar
pening' be struck out and that the tender 
of John Sunley to furnish 650 iron stakes for 
Beulah and Arrow River cemeteries be ac
cepted.' October 1917 - "That we accept the 
offer of one acre of land for addition to the 
Arrow River cemetery from Jerry O'Call
aghan and that we pay him the sum of $100 
per acre -" 

After the formation of the Women's In-" 
stitute, a beautification project for the ceme
tery v.:as undertaken. A caretaker, on salary, 
was hIred by the council to cut the grass, and 
so on. In 1932 aplotwas set aside for return
ed soldiers. Mr. Ab Richardson was care
taker, then Mr. J. M. Elliott spent several 
years caring for and improving these grounds 
followed by Percy Iles and George Torrance' 
the present caretaker. In 1956 the Community 
Centre took.over the responsibility of caring 
for the cemetery from the W.l. 

As this cemetery was one of the first in 
the area, pioneers from Lenore, Blaris Ar
rowton, and other districts were b~ried 
here. They are gone but not forgotten for 
loving hands tend their graves. ' 

" Thus we pay a tribute 
To loved ones gone to rest 
They are from every age group 
We trust a loving God knows best." 
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Postal History of Arrow River 

The Eliott house now vacant in Arrow Riv
er. It served as the Post Office for many 
years. 

In 1881 or 1882 mail came from Portage 
la Prairie by stage to Birtle. The mail was 
carried from Birtle to Arrow River, via 
Beulah. When the C.P.R. was completed 
to Elkhorn, the mail then came there. 

The first Arrow River post office was in 
a log house, the home of James Elliott 
Senior. Neighboring post offices were the 
Lucas post office in Frank Campbell's home 
and Arrowton and Orrwold offices. Mail came 
at first once a week and then twice weekly. 
From Elkhorn by stage, the mail came to 
Parkissimo, then Mr. Rowan carried mail 
to Arrow Rive:r. Lucas (Blaris), Arrowton 
and Orrwold. Tnere was another route from 
Parkissimo to Beulah and on to Birtle by 
stage. 

Mr. William Elliott was mail carrier, also 
D. Rowan, Paul Bryant and J. T. Stubbins. 
When the C .P.R. was extended from Hamiota, 
about 1900, Lucas, Arrowton and Orrwold 
were served from Arrow River. with Mr. 

William Tennant Sr. being the mail carrier 
until about 1910. 

Later, Arrow River was served by the 
C.N.R. main line to Quadra. The train 
had to be met at midnight and some of 
those drivers were John Tennant, Fred 
Townson, Sam Cusack and William Ten
nant Jr. A dollar a trip was the amount 
paid to John Tennant, and he shared that 
with a hired driver in severe weather. La
ter drivers were Bill Carnegie, Wallace, 
O'Callaghan, Jim Carnegie and Vernon Lock
hart. By this time, about 1960, times had 
improved and V. Lockhart received abeut 
$2.20 a trip, three times a week. If the 
train was late, the driver just sat and waited 
and he did not get paid by the hour. Then, 
in 1962, the red mail truck, the Queen's 
Mail, began daily route from Rapid City. 

The Elliotts remained as postal clerks 
for many years. In 1893, when Mr. James 
Elliott Sr. passed away, Miss Jessie Elliott; 
Sr., became postmistress. Later, moving to 
Arrow River, Miss Elliott managed the post 
office in the home presently occupied by 
Frank Gardhams. She then moved to the 
Elliott home, where she remained as post
mistress until her death in 1927. Mr. and 
Mrs. James Elliott then moved into the post 
office and, with the help of their daughter, 
Jessie, in later years, kept the post office 
until 1957. Thus, for a period of sixty five 
years, the Elliotts had been the postmasters. 
Then, Jim Carnegie became the postmaster 
in the Carnegie store, which eliminated 
II swimming" for the mail in the spring and 
the fun of climbing ten-foot snowbanks in 
winter. Since Jim left Arrow River, all other 
storekeepers, Mr. Carnegie, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ken Page, and Mr. and Mrs. John Turner 
have filled the mail bags and sorted the 
mail. 
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Storekeeping 

It has been presumed that as men hauled 
their grain to Virden or Elkhorn attended 
to business in Birtle or Hamiota, or took a 
grist to Rapid City, they would also pur
chase a large supply of groceries. It must 
have been considered a great convenience 
for the community when, as Mrs. M. (El
liott) Shelley wrote, "The first general 
store in the Arrow River district was start
ed on. the Elliott farlI!, by a couple named 
stiniey. -If was' a: gciod':Slzed log building, 
near tfie trail with room fOr liviflg quarters 
at the back. The Stanleys lived there for 
quite some time." They then erected the 
stone building, the crumbled ruins of which 
could be seen until a few years ago, near 
the cemetery on land now owned by J. 
Bonner. 

Supplies for this store had to be hauled 
by team from Virden. The story is told of 
a green Irishman going for a load of supplies 
one day, and at the overnight stopping place 
the poor fellow, inexperienced with driving 
horses, undid every buckle and snap to un-
harness the team! 

The Stanleys eventually moved to Winnipeg, 
where they operated a linen store. For a time 

the stone store building was occupied by 
John McKay and family of Hamiota, but he 
did not keep groceries. Mrs. McKay was a 
talented musician. There were five Children, 
Mable, Edna, Clifford, Greta and Claude, 
some of whom attended Arrow River school 
for a short time. 

Then, a young English bachelor, J. V. Rae, 
kept store for a short time. He was a comic 
and enjoyed sketching the neighbors. W. Ten
nant said "J. V. Rae introduced snowshoing 
or skiing on barrel staves." When Rae left, 
Arthur Ross, a young bachelor from Elora, 
Ontario, came, established a store and 
brought his brother- in-law and sister, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. McGillvray to the district. 
Arthur Ross spent the winter in the dis
trict, then went to Miniota, but the McGillv
ray family stayed for many years. (See Mc
Gillvray history). With the coming ofthe rail
road and a town they built a store in Arrow 
River. This structure changed hands many 
times, but is now a small home in Brandon, 
having been moved there some years ago by 
W. Wismer. 

On that first year of the C.P.R. in Arrow 
River, the following would be a typical store 

"Main" Street of Arrow River in the 30's. 
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,,;ale bill: 'August 1900 Sale! New-Prints 5y; 
New Flannelette 4Yi Factory Cotton 3 1/2y; 
Dress goods, beautiful lOy; Nails per lb . 
.'3 1/2v; Ovprlllls 60y; Hay forks 25Yi Axe 
handles 2 for ~5Yi Hay fork handles loY. 
Butter in furkins taken same as cash!" 

The store still in Arrow River was built 
for Hodnetts and operated by Alan Hodnett 
from 1903-1906. Then, John and William 
Tennant took over the business, although the 
latter spent two years 1909-11 in the store 
in Pope. Elsie Tennant clerked in the store 
as well as Oscar Clifton, a verY fine young 
man, who later married Trixie Erwin of 
Miniota. The Tennant Brothers remained 
in business until 1915, when the Marvin 
Brothers bought the store. 

During those early years, the general 
store was true to its name" general," ~ it 
contained everything needed in the home 
from ordinary hardware, twine, work clothes, 
and harness, to cheeses in cloth, jam in pails, 
apples, crackers and ginger snaps in barrels, 
etc. Of course, the general store had a drug 
departm.ent, as well, which contained among 
other thmgs such old standbys as Electric oil 
liniment, Sarsparilla and Dodd's kidney Pills: 

The customers bro~ght their farm produce, 
namely eggs packed m oats, bran and so on 
and later in egg crates; and butter packed i~ 
wooden tubs, which had to be soaked in clear 
'well' water before being used. Later, the 
butter appeared in pound prints and this pro
duce was valued and traded for such gro
ceries as flour, tea, coffee, sugar, rolled 
oats, spices, yeast and soda. Therewere also 
evaporated apples, prunes and syrup in gallon 
wooden kegs with pouring spouts. There was 
very little variety in canned goods, canned 
corn or tomatoes being considered 'Sunday 
treats,' and no baker's bread! 

In 1921, Ed Sinclair came from Edrans, hav
ing bought the store from the Marvin Bros. 
Eddie (history recorded) remained in Arrow 
River as storekeeper for twenty years. Donald 
Sinclair, Matt Davis, Ed. Spalding and Les 
Horner clerked in the store, during this time, 
and many and varied were the yarns and 
discussions that were overheard around the 
well worn bench, provided for visitors. Dur
in!! the first fourteen years in businpss. 
::>mclair's store was struck by lightning once; 
ronned six times, the safe was blown twice. 
In July 1933, when the safe was blown for 
the second time, some windows were also 
broken. In July 1934, when the store was 
burglarized, the robbers cached part of the 
loot in Scotia church stable. They were 

caught red-handed when they came to pick 
~p. the loot and s.entenced to two years in 
JaIl. When Mr. Smclair passed away, his 
son, Edward, and Mrs. Sinclair carried on 
the business for a short time. However 
when Edward joined the Air Force in 194i 
his mother sold out to E. Carnegie of Beulah ' 
and the skirl of the bagpipes became a fami~ 
liar sound in Arrow River. (see Carnegie 
history.) 

Betty and Jim Carnegie helped in the store 
and in 1957 when Jim returned from Flin 
Flon Mr. Carnegie changed the store to in
clude the local post office. 

In 1961 the store changed hands again, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Ken Page of Winnipeg 
bought the business. It was Christmas time 
J~e store was stacked with' goodies', when ~ 
flre broke out, causing much smoke dam
age. For some months groceries and mail 
~ere kept in the Page's residence, until the 
flre damage could be repaired. 

In 1963, Mr. and Mrs. John Turner took 
over the store, post office and residence 
and Mr. and Mrs. Page moved back to Win
nipeg. Mr. and Mrs. Turner have one daugh
ter, Anne. 

Storekeeping today lacks much of the 
'aroma' of early days, when cheese, tobac
co and calico had their distinctive place. 
Nowadays everything is canned, packaged 
dehydrated, powdered or instant. ' 

"Instant tea, instant suds 
Instant coffee, instant spuds 
Instant this and instant that 
And instant credit, instant debt!" 

First store built in Arrow River in 1905 or 
1906. Mr. W .. Tennant Sr., and AI Hodnett, 
s~olrekeeper, In doorway. 
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Other Businesses 

Just as garages and machine shops are so 
necessary today, the blacksmith shop was a 
very important business in those early years .. 
The first blacksmith shop was operated by Mr. 
R. Allonby on the north west quar:ter of 25-13-'" 
. 26, on the Elliott land, until he joined the 
gold rush of '98. A second shop operated 
for a short time by a Mr. Todd was situated 
on section 36-13-26, on Donald McKenzie's 
land. Then, about 1900 Ab Aikens opened a 
shop on the McKenzie property south of 
the C.P.R. track, near Arrow River. He left 
about 1907. Saunders is mentioned briefly 
about this time as a blacksmith, but J. S. 
Mitchell moved into Arrew River and had 
ll" blaCKsmith shop in thp30rmer.storeroulIl' 
~ the Hodnet! store. Until 1915, Stack-: 
smith" Mitchell was a familiar figure in his 
shop, but he then decided to go farming. The 
Marvin Brothers moved in and practically 
took over Arrow River, for instance the gen
eral store the blacksmith shop and the lumb
er yard. By 1915, businesses had come and 
gone in Arrow River. F or instance, J. Ross 
and W. Howard had established a lumber 
yard in 1901, this yard having occupied the 
land between the hall and John Turner's pre
sent residence. The lumber yard buildings, 
under Marvin Bros., were converted. Mrs. 
Morrow's home was the original lumber yard 
office. Also, Mr. Fred Townson, who had 
built a home and moved it to Arrow River, 
in 1916, built a pool hall and ice cream 
parlor as an extension to his home. Peol 
tables were brought from Quadra by sleigh 
and the yearly operating license of $70. 
was paid. Even' with barbering as a side 
line, this was not a paying business. Mar
vin Bros. eventually acquired this build
ing. For a short time, G. Lelond Sr. uli~r
,ated a barber shop also, but there was not 
enough business. 

Marvin Bros. had hired Bill Mackie as 
blacksmith and he was a busy man, shoeing 
horses, sharpening plow shares and harrow 
teeth, and setting metal rims on wooden 
wheels. The only recorded ·agency in town 
was LH.C., which John Tennant retained when 
he disposed of the store. Then, Dan Grant, 
the next blacksmith who stayed a few years, 
also had the Massey-Harris agency. There 
had been a butcher shop, operated by Sam 
Cusack, which gradually closed and the 
general store stocked meats as well .. By 
1926, Will Sutherland took over the old 

blacksmith shop and, with the exception of 
one year under Ralph Dupont, operated it 
until his illness and death in 1944. Times 
had changed. Under W . Sutherland, blacksmith 
work was still important but there was also 
a repairs, gas and oil business. DonaldSuth
erland re-opened the shop in 1946. In 1958, 
the equipment and building were sold, the 
latter being torn down. 

Many saw possibilities of business oppor
tunities as the country moved from the horse 
age of blacksmithing, wooden wheels and bar
rels of coal oil for lamps, to the tractor age 
with machine agencies and gasoline sales. 
In 1926, Nels Lockhart opened a shop with a 
Case agency and gas bowser, later a Cock
shutt business. After the war, Don and Bill 
Carnegie bought this shop and tools and, 
after a stay of two years, moved the build
ing to Beulah for a garage. Nels Lockhart 
then built a second shop and sold imple
ments, gas, etc., for a time, as well as hav
ing a gravelling business. Today we haVE 
in Arrow River a general store and posi 
office, and one grain elevator. But his tOr) 
has repeated itself for just as the firsi 
blacksmith shop began in the country, so thE 
present shop, operatedbyR. E. Clegg and son. 
Jim, supplies the needs of this machine age 

Quote "In June 1953 a windstorm wen: 
through this area. It wrecked some building! 
and most of our farm equipment. Aftel 
assessing the dama6e, it seemed the onl) 
practical way to put most of the·machiner) 
back into operation was to repair it oursel-

'1959. Elevator in foreground was torn down 
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ves. This decision led to the purchase of 
an acetylene welder. As we proceeded to 
work on our own machinery, it was sur
prising how much custom work began com
ing in. Seeing a potential business in farm 
repairs, we purchased a small arc welder. 
Within a few years a larger oil heated shop 
and second larger arc welder was needed to 
handle the size and quantity of jobs we were 
receiving. A trip hammer and industrial 
grinder completed the line of purchased e
quipment. By 1960, the shop had become a 

full time year around business, making it 
necessary to hire help. Since then, as ma
chines seemed necessary to contribute to ease 
and speed of work, they have been manufac., 
tured by us in our shop. Some of the latest 
of these are a hydraulic plate shear, angle 
iron shear and punch. Due to lack of other 
business establishments such as this, and 
modern means of transportation, we seem 
to cover a practically unlimited area." 

R. E. Clegg and son Jim. 

The March of The Elevators 

In 1884 the Canadian Pacific Railway was 
completed from the east to Winnipeg and the 
quality of floilr made from Manitoba wheat 
was causing a sensation. 

It is an historical fact that all elevators 
built up to 1896 were owned by private in
dividuals or milling companies buying grain 
for their own use. Line elevators began to 
spring up, after this date. People were 
loathe to risk their capital building elevators, 
so the C.P.R., in order to encourage elevator 
building, offered to grant a monopoly of the 
shipping of grain in the district, to any per
sons who would build a standard elevator on 
C.P.R. property. Had this monopoly not been 
granted, elevators would not have been built! 
Later, this was all changed. 

In 1900, the Federal elevator now in opera
tion in Arrow River was built, the first in this 
district, under the ownership of Ross and 
Howard. The first buyer was Jake Ross, fol
lowed by Jimmy Irving, who married a Blaris 
resident, and local music teacher, Edna Ste
venson. Albert Wright came as grain buyer in 
1907 and remained for two years. The Maple 
Leaf Milling Company acquired this elevator 
and later sold it to the Federal Grain Com
pany in 1929. The annex was built in 1956. 
The Federal Grain Company acquired the 
Western Canada Grain Company elevator 
later, also. Other grain buyers, inwhat is now 
the Federal elevator through the years were: 
J. S. Mitchell, J. R. Lynch and helper Fred 
Townson, until 1946 then Mr. Lien from 
August until Decemt:ler 1946, when he passed 
away suddenly of a heart attack. On Dece mber 
15, 1946, the present agent, Vernon Lockhart, 
became the grain buyer for Arrow River. 

The second elevator, owned by Western 

Canada Flour Mills, was built by Wm. Mc 
Gavin in 1902. The first buyer was W. Mc 
Lean, who later became an elevator inspect
or. He left in 1905. George Lorimer, a native 
of Stratford, Ontario, who. came to live in 
Hamiota district, was a grain buyer jn this 
elevator for a time also. Then Alan Grant of 
Carberry. Percy Hemming resided in the 
district and operated this elevator until 1920. 

J. F. Tennant was elevator agent for 
Western Canada for many years. The Man
itoba Pool purchased Western Canada ele
vators and this one was taken over by Fed
eral Grain in June 1940, through trading 
(or in grain terms a "saw off"). The 
saw off involved other elevators at Cran
dall and Miniota, where Federal was est
ablished. This elevator was then called Fed
eral #2, and used for storing grain that· 
was trucked over from #1 elevator. In 1956 
a 30,000 bushel annex was built beside #1 
Federal and in 1959 #2 elevator was sold 
to Lelond Brothers and was dismantled for 
scrap. 

The last elevator built in Arrow Rivet 
in 1905, was Lake of the Woods. W. Fergu
son, a veteran of the Boer War where he had 
served as a colonel, was the only agent as 
this elevator burned down in the fall of 1907. 

In 67 years many changes have come and 
bone and much has been added to the job 
of being an elevator agent. Fertilizers, in
secticide sprays and many other commod
ities are handled by elevators today and coal 
is no longer handled in Arrow River. 

The follOWing is an account written by 
a former elevator agent at Arrow River: 
"My father and mother, three brothers and 

-;:- '16-



one sister came to Virden in the spring 
of 1884. Mr. Donald McKenzie came to 
Virden and took us to his farm for over 
night. The following day he took us to our 
farm in the Penrith district. I lived on the 
farm until 1907, then went to Arrow River 
and operated the elevator for the Maple 
Leaf Milling Company. There were two 
other elevators in Arrow River, Western 
Canada Milling Company, operated by Mr. 
Percy Hemming, and Lake of the Woods 
operated by Mr. Irwin. I was at Arrow River 
two years, and handled wheat and oats. I 

slept in the engine room and boarded at 
William Tennant's where I paid $3.50 a 
week for board. Grain came by horses in 
wagons. There were no cars at that time. 
Western Canada Milling Company and Lake 
of the Woods handled flour and feed. There 
were no definite hours, and farmers came 
at any time. Farmers mostly sold their 
grain and it was around 50~ to 55~ a bushel. 
There were no accidents in my time. We 
had curling in the winter and some picnics 
in the summer." signed, Albert A. Wright. 

Quadra 

The "Grand Trunk", now known as the 
Canadian National Railway, came through 
the Arrow River area in 1908 and with it 
stations, sidings and elevators sprang up. 
As late as the fall of 1913, there was still 
a "box car station" north of Arrow River. 
It was situated on the east side of the main 
road, where it crosses the C.N. mail line. 
This was merely a siding, with no agent, but 
the train stopped there, for passengers. 

Mrs. (Martha) Fleming wrote, in September 
1911, "The new station at Quadra is pro
gressing fine. It is 16 feet by 52 feet with 
a kitchen to the north and it appears to 
have a verandah around the other three 
sides. Surely the trains will stop here when 
it is completed." 

Through the next 50 years, Quadra station 
:served as a railway station, but gradually 

Quadra elevator and Water tanK. 
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the business did not warrant a station agent 
or telegraph operator and the train, as a 
flyer, stopped at Oakner for passengers. 
. This was later changed to Rivers. Today, 
the station is gone, being gradually torn 
down by J. Bomford of Hamiota in 1966. 

The Scottish Cooperative elevator was built 
at Quadra after 1908 also, as well as a 
water tank. The grain buyers in the elevator 
made their home with Mr. and Mrs. Ed. 
Dayton. Mr. Fred Townson was the fourth 
grain buyer and was also paymaster. He 
received $1.00 per 1,000 for handling money, 
similar to the work of a bank today. The 
most grain handled in one year by Mr. 
Townson at this elevator was 85,000bushels. 
The last grain buyer at Quadra was Jack 
McDonald, who married a local girl, Jean 
Elliott. The elevator was dismantled and 

removed in the early 20's, as was the water 
tower which had been looked after by Mr. 
Townson also, succeeding Mr. Addler who 
left in 1917 . 

The station at Quadra was torn down in 
1966, there is now no platform, only a bunk 
house and section house occupied by Mr. 
and Mrs. Murdo Milne. 

Murdo Milne met his wife while on a 
visit to the Hebrides Islands, the home of 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Milne of 
Oakner, Manitoba. Mr. and Mrs. Murdo 
Milne were married in Scotland and came to 
reside at Hubbard in 1955, then to Oakner 
section in 1956. In 1958 they came to make 
their home in the section house at Quadra 
and presently reside there. 

Railway Employees 

Some of the names appearing on our school 
register and in our history are those of 
railroad employees who have not contributed 
any written histories. 

Blundell lived at Quadra station. 
Fleury - railroad employee, the family 

lived in Arrow River, several of the children 
attended school. 

Hannon - at Quadra, the family attended 
Arrow River school for some years. 

Lister - lived at Quadra station. 
McEvor - C. N. employee, who lived for 

a time in the" stone house" . 
Stern - at Quadra station. Was quite well 

known in our community. Mrs. Stern was 
an active Institute member. They had two 
children. 

Stevenson - lived at Quadra. 
Tesluk - C. N. employee. The family 

lived in the home later occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Percy Iles and later bought ';y Les 
Lelond and converted into a garage. 

Waselinchuk - Railroad employee whose 
family lived on the McKenzie property now 
owned by Joe Bonner. 

Anaka - operator at Quadra. He had a wife 
and family and the son, Buddy, attended 
school at Arrow River. 
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The Arrow River Women's Institute 

1922 - 1966 

"For Home and Country" is the motto 
of the Women's Institute (W.I.), an organ
ization well known today, in many countries 
of the world. Because of their genuine con
cern for their homes and country, 27 women, 
in May 1922, organized a W. 1. at Arrow 
River with the assistance of a Miss Smith 
from the Extension Service and Mrs. Steven
son. 

The charter members were: President 
Mrs. E. McNab, Secretary Miss Marion 
Wiggins, Treasurer Miss Myrtle Wiggins. 
Other members: Mesdames James Wiggins, 
James Mitchell, J. R. Mitchell, J. S. Mitchell, 
E. Dayton, H. Attwood, Robinson, J. Sinclair, 
Ed. Sinclair, S. Cusack, C. Craig, W. Ten
nant, J. F. Tennant, J. Fleming, JohnWiggins, 
Jed Lelond, James Elliott, J. Fleming Sr., 

A. Bradford, and Misses Mary Elliott, Katie 
Craig, Edna Sararas, Sarah Bradford, and 
Merle Mitchell. 

The Minutes of the first meeting record 
that the first roll call was a recipe, the 
fee was 1O~ per meeting and projects for 
that year were Library, Cemetery Improve
ment, Boys and Girls Club prizes and a 
Dressmaking course. 

LffiRARY - It is not surprising that a 
library would be a first on the Institute 
list of necessities as in the early days 
there had been a library within the church 
under librarian J. F. Tennant, who was then 
just a boy. The first Institute llbrary kept 
by Mrs. E. Sinclair consisted of 50 books 

Back Row: Mrs. Collier, Mrs. Tennant, Mrs. Carnegie, Mrs. J. S. Mitchell Mrs. 
Elliott, Mrs. Attwood, Mrs. N. Lockhart, Mrs. Su ~herland, Jane Dale Hamiota, 
Mrs. Isles. 
Second Row: Mrs. Gardham, visitor, Mrs. Cow!.ng, Mrs. Dayton, Mrs. Son
ner, Mrs. R. B. Wallace. 
Front Row: Mrs. Frank Lelond. Mrs. Hanna, Mrs. Wiggins, Mrs. Whyte, Mrs. 
Billie Lelond, Mrs. Blaich. 
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Grandmothers' W.1. Meeting 
Top ~()1w: Mrs. H. Attwood, Mrs. Sinclair 
Sr'., Mrs. Harry Johnston. Mrs. Wiggins Sr., 
Mrs, J. M. Elliott, Rev. Moffat, Mrs. J. T. 
Tennant, Mrs. Lou Lelond, Mrs. F. Lelond, 
Mrs. J. Jackson, Mrs. Jno Mitchell Mrs. 
Dayton. • 

Next Row: Mrs. T. Grey, Mrs. M1orffat, Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Will Mitchell, Mrs. John Flem"· 
ing Sr. 
Front Row: Mrs. Ed Sinclair, Elaine and 
Anna Fleming, Myrtle Wiggins. Bernice 
Wiggins, Mrs. J. Wiggins, Mrs. Bill Ten
nant, Mrs. Jim Mitcheli Jr., Mrs. Hugh Me 
Nab. 

(fiction, geography and biographies), shipped 
twice yearly from the Extension Service in 
a wooden padlocked box, with the W. I. 
paying $2.00 cartage each time. There were 
lapses with no library at times, other lib
rarians being Mrs. W. Tennant and Mrs. 
Sam Griffiths. For the last few years, Mrs. 
John Wiggins has volunteered to keep a 
library. . 

CEMETERY - une of the first big under
takings for the cemetery was the preparation 
of the land, planning for and ordering of 
shrubs for a hedge around the present 
cemetery in 1924. Donations were solicited 
from· the community and a municipal grant 
of $100.00 was received to assist with this 
project. In 1926 a stove was placed in the 
cemetery house. Through the years, the 
W. I. was active in planning an annual clean 
up day at the cemetery. In 1932, to beautify 
the cemetery, an Institute plot was laid out 
to be tended each year. This work still 
continues, in co-operation with the Com
munity Centre. 

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB WORK - Prizes 
were awarded annually for Club Work in 
Arrow River school and this interest was 
a forerunner to the continued assistance 
of the Institute towards club work in later 

years. The W. I. assistp the 4-H 'It Achieve
ment time, gives 4-H pins to those girls 
having completed 5 years of club work. 
They also contributed toward the purchase 
of a Junior Public Speaking Cup. 

In 1934 financial aid was given to the 
Drama Festival entry which went to Winnipeg. 
other drama efforts have been sponsered 
by W. 1. and delegates were also sent to 
the Y. P. U. Physical Fitness course in 
Brandon in 1946. However, much of our 
youth work centered a1'0und the students 
of the school. Prizes and proficiency badges 
were a yearly effort for many years. One 
of the first of several resolutions to the 
school board was a request for a fence 
around the school yard. The distinctive 
black and gold badges and bal1ner of Arrow 
River school displayed at the Field Day 
parades were prepared by the W. I. members. 

With the exception of the war years, when 
local musical festivals were arranged, the 
W. I. supplied festival music and arranged 
for the transportation of choral groups to 
the festival centre. The health of our school 
children was always a major concern. In1926 
a health clinic was sponsored (eye, ear, nose 
and throat specialist and dental clinic), the 
results of which were amusing to scan, i.e. 
left ear full of wax, catarrhal condition in 
right ear, crooked septum, etc. The dental 
clinic continued through the '30' s and was 
always a lively discussion topic, sometimes 
heated! How to finance it seemed to be the 
problem. At first, the local dentist completed 
the dental work, then the government sent 
a dentist, and now the municipal council 
manages all matters concerning the dental 
clinic. 

Before 1932, hot school lunches were thought 
of and that year the W. I. provided a kettle 
in which to make hot cocoa at school. With 
the coming of electricity, hot school lunch 
equipment was installed in the school by 
the W. I., under the jurisdiction of the 
school board. For many years, too, the W.I. 
assisted with Christmas concerts, costuming, 
decorating and so on. When the district 
nurse or doctor needed any assistance at the 
school, the W. I. was always a willing helper. 

In 1928, the picture "The Fathers of 
Confederation" was purchased for the school. 
The Institute, too, played animportant part 
in the purchasing of a piano, in 1940, which 
was used in the church also for speci~l 
occasions for over twenty years. A radio 
phonograph and records were also bought and, 
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much enjoyed by the students. The Institute 
was also instrumental, with the W. A., in 
getting a projector and screen for com
munity use. The closing of our school brought 
to an end these very worthwhile projects. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE - The Social Com .. 
mittee has always been very active. Arrang
ing for showers for local grooms as well as 
brides and for farewells. This committee also 
catered to sports and field days, weddings, 
hall and rink meals and lunches. The W. 1. 
assisted with several golden wedding anni
versaries and one 60th anniversary, and 
sponsored the 75th Anniversary of our school 
in 1959. Special committees such as War 
Services packed V parcels containing quilts 
and clothing for overseas, during the war 
years and an Overseas Parcels committee 
sent a parcel every two months to each 
local soldier boy overseas. 

On May 8, VE day, the W. 1. met and 
opened the meeting with the singing of O! 
Canada. A joint committee formed from 
the community organizations met to plan a 
Welcome Home Banquet and special evening 
~or the returning veterans. This was held 
on February 8, 1946, at which time each 
veteran was presented with a scroll. 

SAL V AGE - The Salvage committee had 
a real headache collecting and packing old 
newspapers, tin foil, brass, etc., which was 
shipped to Brandon Patriotic Salvage Corps. 
Money was received for Salvage. These 
, salvage drives" took much that would have 
been of value as antiques today. 

RED CROSS - During the 1914-18 war, 
the W. I. had to meet a half hour earlier 
to allow time for Red Cross discussiop.. 
In 1923 a Red Cross was set up under the 
W. 1. Several Red Cross picnics were 
held; Yearly blood donor clinics were ar
ranged and much quilting during the Second 
War. In April 1944, it was reported that 45 
quilts had been completed by 3 groups 
in 2 months! At present, the W. 1. orders 
and distributes bales of Red Cross sewing 
and knitting and makes some quilts. 

HOSPITAL AID - Prior to the formation 
of W. 1. all hospital aid work had been 
carried out as church work with Canora 
and Hamiota hospitals receiving assistance. 
In 1925 the W. 1. gave a bed, bedding, etc. 
to the Miniota hospital and several times 
later made bedding donations. Records also 
mention assistance to Grace Hospital. Token 
gifts have been sent to Deer Lodge, Shriners, 

1950's 
Back Row; Tommy Mitchell, Doreen Wig
gins, Ruby Mitchell, Ivy Lockhart. Marg 
O'Connor. Ruth Lelond. . 
Front row; Irene Wallace, Muriel Wallace, 
Joan Lelond, Gladys Clegg. 

Mental Hospital, Salvation Army Hostel, 
Children's Aid, Muscular Dystrophy and 
Arthritis SOCiety. The W.I. canvasses for 
the Cancer fund, the Blind, the Retarded and 
assists with T. B. clinics when necessary. 
Since 1951, two delegates from W. 1. have 
been members of Hamiota Hospital Aid. 
With their guidance, the W. 1. have collected 
for a hospital allocation, made afghan 
squares, mended and gathered preserves 
for liamlOta Hospital. There is now no 
mending, but we still accept an allocation. 

The Sunshine Committee, formed in 1926, 
was true to its name. It endeavored to bring 
a little sunshine into the lives of those 
who were sick, by sending cards and little 
gifts, flowers for the bereaved and gifts 
for new arrivals. In 1926, flowers were placed 
at the cenotaph in Miniota on Memorial 
Sunday in memory of those who made the 
supreme sacrifice. The W. 1. has continued 
this custom through the years and at present 
also take their turn serving lunch to the 
veterans after the service. Other community 
efforts include the preparation of a tennis 
court in 1928, on which over 80 people 
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played. Not a very lasting venture, but a 
good try! Worthy of mention, too, is the 
support given our rink during bonspie1s etc. 
In 1931, sweaters were bought for the hockey 
club. The hall also received its full measure 
of support by donations of money and the pur
chase of equipment and furnishings, not to 
mention annual cleaning! For the ladies, 
sU,eh details as coat hangers, mirror and 
kitchen equipment were bought and the tables, 
chairs and piano have been essential and 
worthwhile W. I. contributions. 

From the realm of "home" to "country" 
contributions, records show that our W. 1. 
has contributed to many funds and projects, 
just to mention a few - The International 
Peace Gardens (1939 Jubilee Fund) (1941 
Queen's Canadian Fund), A.C.W.W. and 
F.W.I.C. and in 1947, just after the war, 
a member of Kinsbourne Green Institute, 
England, visited her daughter in this district 
and our institute. Every year since, these 
organizations have exchanged Christmas 
gifts. 

The names of four of our former faith
ful W .. 1. members, namely Mrs. James 
Wiggins, Mrs. E. McNab, Mrs. James Elliott 
and Mrs. J. S. Mitchell have been placed 
in the Book of Remembrance. We have hon
ored two members, the late Mrs. J. Elliott 
and Mrs. W. Tennant, with life membership 
scrolls and pins. 

In 1947, the late Mrs. Roy Lelond compiled 
a W. I. scrapbook of facts and pictures, 
from 1922 - 1947. A summary of this scrap
book may make a fitting conclusion to forty 
five years of W. I. service in a community. 

In 1923 the debate "The car is more 
beneficial to a farm family than an electric 
lighting plant", was very timely. The 
affirmative won! 

Temperance movements and contributions 
to Prohibition Alliance were the order of 
the day in the '20's, with demonstrations 
on "Bread Making", "Culling Hens" and 
such "homey" ideas. In 1926 Olive Day 
entered a poster competition the results of 
which hang in our hall today. Two topics 
of interest, "Flin Flon the Hinterland" and 
'Mother's Allowance" and "Old Age 
Pensions" carry us out of the 20' s into the 
dirty 30' s with a very timely talk on "W orld 
Farm Depression". In 1937 a W. 1. Rally 

was held in Arrow River and in the 40' s, 
those challenging years, the members lis
tened to talks on topics like "Changing the 
School Curriclum" and" Municipal Doctor" . 

Transformia topped them all! The 50's 
have passed. The- '60' s have seen our rink 
and our school disappear. With them went 
much of the nucleus of W. 1. activity. "What's 
Ahead for Women's Institutes?" We may 
find the answer when we discuss this topic 
in April 1967. 

RED CROSS 

Red Cross in Arrow River began under 
the direction of the Women's Missionary 
Society. Later, a work convenor was appOinted 
from the Women's Institute. Much sewing, 
knitting and quilting. has been done through 
the years. 

During war years, dances and money
making projects were organized. 

The annual meeting was always held jOintly 
with the hall and rink annual meeting. Of 
late years, it is held the same evening as 
the Community Centre annual meeting, and 
is merely an organizational meeting, with 
officers and canvassers appointed for the 
coming year. The work convenor for sewing 
and so on is still appointed from the W.r. 

During the period from 1954 to 1966 the 
sum of $1337.16 was collected and sent to 
headquarters. 

The earliest recorded minutes are dated 
April 1942 and the sum of $202.43 was sent 
to headquarters that year. 

There was also an active Junior Red Cross 
for some years. Under the leadership of 
Miss Louise Murray in 1960 - 61, one of 
their money making projects was the prep-

. aration of a Recipe Book containing local 
recipes. Their recipe for" A Good Day" was: 

"Take two parts of understanding and one 
part of patience and work together. Lighten 
with good spirits, sweeten with kindness, 
put in smiles as thick as raisins in a plum 
pudding and bake by the warmth that streams 
from a loving heart. 

If this fails to make a good day the fault 
is not with the recipe but with the cook!" 
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Arrow River Rinks 
Centre for Skating, Curling, and Hockey 

William Tennant recorded that :,' in 1903 
Alan Hodnett, then our Eeneral merchant, 
along with grain buyers Jim Irving and Bill 
Ferguson, called a meeting to form a joint 
stock company to build a closed hocky 
and curling rink. Shares were sold at $10.00 
and contributions from families of the dis
trict along with community efforts financed 
this first venture. 

A regulation sized hockey sheet, 150 feet 
by 50 feet, and one sheet of curling ice 
on the east side was ready for operation 
in the early winter of 1904. This was sit
uated where the present rink is now. Matt 
Wilson was elected to supervise the curling 
and Al Hodnett boosted the hockey and 
skating. Family tickets for skating were 
$10.00 and curling was $5.00 for the season." 
Many are the stories told of men (curling 
was a man's game in those days) driving 
for miles to curl. Birtle and Moosomin 
seem to have been rivals for bonspiel centres. 
One curler, in 1894, tells the story of a 
curling broom invented by "Tam" and 
"J amie" in which the top would come off 
the handle to provide occasional liquid re
freshment! 

Skating for young and not so young was 
as popular as dancing, with carnivals, in
cluding racing and barrel jumping. Outstand
ing in these events was Walker Allonby and 
the Cusack boys. At this time the town of 
Isabella had not yet been established, and 
Miniota had no rink for hockey. It is be
lieved they had a curling rink. As a result, 
we got large crowds from Miniota and Blaris 
(now Isabella). There were several suc
cessful carnivals and Saturday nights were 
big nights for young and old. The night of 
September 30, 1915, this rink was flattened 
by a cyclone. But it took more than a cyclone 
to flatten Arrow River's sports enthusiasm, 
as they skated on. open air ice. About 1920 
an open air skating ice was built where 
Mr. Lockhart's shop is now located. 

In 1924-25 this rink was moved" across 
the tracks" to a location between the J. F. 
and W. Tennant homes, this area also acting 
as a telmis court in summer. Due to the 
distance from school and lack of water 
supply, this was only in operation for 2 
or 3 years, when there was an open air 

rink established on the site of the one hit 
by the cyclone. Many a good old broom 
ball game was enjoyed there and Myrtle 
Wiggins' home was always open for children 
to put on their skates. School barn was 
always open too for horses, on skating night, 
free of charge. Then a "bee" was held in 
the spring to clean it out! Horses over
flowed into Tennant's barn and sometimes 
the henhouse. Those were the good old days! 
We never had much money, but we always 
had lots of fun. 

So a generation passed through the dirty 
30's and the war years. In 1947, community 
enthusiasm was again roused for a curling 
rink. A committee was set up to canvas 
the community (including a portion of Blaris 
which later became Isabella), for a suggested 
donation of $50.00 per family to construct 
one closed sheet of curling ice and an open' 
air hockey and skating ice, at a cost of 
at leat $2,000. Alex Sanaras, Bill Watters, 
J. B. Mitchell, Bob Mitchell, Spence Lettle
john, and Roy and Doug Lelond were me mbers 
of this first canvassing committee, Volunteer 
labor was organized and the rinkwas erected 
that fall. Curling rocks were privately owned, 
at first, and in 1952 a set of matched rocks 
were purchased for the sum of $800.00. 
During the first year interest was keen. There 
were 27 mixed rinks with 2 draws in the 
afternoon and again in the evening. Everyone 

Ardent Curlers 1959 
Doreen Wiggins, Muriel Wallace, Mae Wat
ters Ivy Lockhart. 
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"swept" with enthusiasm whether the skip 
yelled "Yes" or not. According to records, 
in 1955 Rollie Clegg offered to shoe a team 

'of horses to be used for pulling the" frizno" 
to remove the snow from the skatins ice. 
"No broncos accepted!" 

Here the school children took their Phys-Ed 
and battled obesity, by eating their dinners, 
then running from the school to the rink, 
breathlessly changing to skates, the older 
ones helping the younger, and the caretaker 
helping out by disciplining or stooping to 
tighten skates as the occasion demanded. 
After a half hour skating, the children raced 
back to the school on time. This sounds 
like fun but one of the drawbacks of the 
open air rink was that children- and adults 
spent many hours and much energy shovel
ling snow. 

For some years Saturday night lunches 
were served and mixedbonspielswereyearly 
events, except in 1956. Then in 1958-59 
interest was temporarily revived and there 
were six regular rinks curling 3 times a 
week, and ladies curling Saturday nights. 
Having only one sheet of ice eventually 
forced the committee to limit bonspiel entries 
to 16 rinks. At first, prizes for curling were 
obtained by canvassing various companies, 
etc. (later dropped), and by contributions 
from Manitoba Power Commission, Elevator 
Companies and local donations, and by buying 
prizes out of the general fund. Such prizes 
as Marvelube on, Antifreeze, warning 
whistles or emergency brakes may have 
been useful, but not always appreciated by 

the ladies. Speaking of appreciation, that 
spirit was definitely lacking among the male 
curlers when, in 1947, in company with their 
husbands two ladies from Arrow River turned 
up to curl in the Birtle bonspiel - alas, for 
men only. The two ladies in question didn't 
win a prize, but they scored a first in 
history and maybe a "last". 

Change came slowly but surely when, with 
so many families leaving the area, and the 
closing of the school, the rink was forced 
to close. In the year 1966, the rocks were 
sold to Miniota, the lumber around the 
skating ice was sold to James Kirton and 
the curling rink, the waiting room, and well 
fittings sold by sealed tender to Gary Brown 
for the sum of $685. It was moved to Sec. 
32-12-35, remodelled and now serves as an 
Estrogen Manufacturing Centre (P.M.U.). 

Memories of old friends and good times 
enjoyed in the Arrow River Rink will remain 
for many years yet, but the sports of Arrow 
River district and those who love to skate 
are fortunate to have in the town of Miniota, 
one of the most modern rinks in rural 
Manitoba. This was built by private con
tributions and pledges including several con
tributions from Arrow River district. At 
time of writing, Jan. 1967, some Arrow 
River girls take figure skating lessons every 
Saturday and regular skating, curling and 
hockey can be enjoyed on schedule. Some 
of the most avid curlers of yesteryear are 
doing their best curling now from the benches 
in the comfortable waiting-room! 

Arrow River Hall 

In the early years, dances were held in 
private homes, everyone taking the child
ren, young and old. After the first school 
was built in Arrow River, situated on Louise 
Avenue, dances were held there. A piano 

Hall 

was brought by wagon or sleigh from Pat 
Watters' to help with music supplied by 
local talent. 

On April 10, 1930, a meeting was called to 
consider buying a shed from the school board 
and, by moving this onto a foundation and 
basement and adding a stage on the east end, 
it could be converted into a hall. Funds were 
available amounting to $500., from the Dra
matic Society Club_ At the end of June, work 
was begun and with the help of willing work
ers, this hall was ready for use by July 18_ 
This building was paid for by selling shares 
and by dances, annual membership fees of 
$1.00 and subscriptions. It is recorded that 
after lunch at their first meeting, the "Youth 
and Beauty" of Arrow River took up the crv 
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"On with a dance, let joy be unconfined." 
and the next couple of hours were spent try
ing out the new hardwood dance floor. Many 
remember the little stove in the end of the 
hall and the long string of pipes, with tobacco 
cans tied at joins to catch the soot. 

The first Board members were: President, 
Jl4r. J. R. Mitchell, Secretary- Treasurer, Mr. 
E. D. McNab, Mr. J. F. Tennant, Mr. John 
Wiggins, Mr. J. M. Elliott. (Allpassedaway). 

The following is the first "Schedule of 
Rentals." 

1. Political and other like meetings - $5.00; 
2. Local Meetings - $3.00; 
3. Practice for Play or Entertainment - $1.50 
with heat, $1.00 without; 
4. W.I., Ladies Aid, Tuxis Boys, C.G.LT., 
Young Peoples - $1.50 with heat, $1.00 
without; 
5. Social Evening - $5.00; 
6. Social Evening and dance - $12.00; 
7. Whist Drive and dance - $12.00; 
8. Concert and dance - $12.00; 
9. Travelling concert - $12.00; 
10. Local Concert, Midnight - $5.00 and 25%; 
11. Picture Show Midnight - $5.00 and 25%; 

J. F. Tennant was the first caretaker and 
was paid $1.00 when no fire was required 
and $1.50 when it was. 

A furnace was installed, at a cost of $274. 
and the building was wired for lights at $98. 
The material for 24 benches was bought and 
volunteer labor supervised by J. M. Elliott. 
These were completed by early 1931. 

Discussions on painting the outside of the 
hall began in 1939, over the years many dis
cussions took place as to painting, re-siding, 
insul brick, etc., finally in 1964 it was paint
ed white with green trim. 

In 1949 a kitchen was built on the west end 
and, over the years, many improvements have 
been made by organizations in the com munity. 

In 1955, the hall, rink and sports grounds 
amalgamated under one Board known as " The 
Arrow River Community Centre." The Hall 
has been a great asset to the community, it 
has provided an ideal place for War Saving 
dances, quilting bees, showers, farewells, 
Christmas concerts, wedding receptions, and 
regular dances from time to time. 

In 1955, with the help of donations, a Sports 
Ground was purchased for the sum of $600. 
from Bill Tennant, consisting of 12 acres sit-

./. -, .~~ ,,}~ 

uated on the N.W. quarter of 31- 3-25. In 1957 
the wood shed at the rink was moved to the 
Sports Grounds, to be used to serve meals. 
Then, in 1959, the community shed, located 
in the school grounds, was bought and moved 
to the grounds for this purpose. It has been 
remodelled, wired, and a booth built on the 
north end, and is a hive of activity on 
Sports Days. 

In 1960, trees were planted around the 
sports ground. The hall, rink and community 
centre have been a great asset to our com
munity and a credit to the pioneers and these 
families who so faithfully continued to sup
port them. 

The present community centre board is 
President, Ken Mitchell; Secretary Mrs. 
Les Lelond; Secretary-Treasurer Alvin 
Johnson; and V. Lockhart, Jack Mortow, F. 
Watters, Mrs. Joe Bonner, Mrs. R.E.Clegg. 
Present rental rates are $8.00 and $6.00, 
before and after midnight. 

Throughout the years, some memorable 
events in our halls were in the" dirty 30' s" . 
Ten cent dances, when a whole family went 
to the hall, taking either a cake or sand
wiches for the lunch, and had a wonderful 
time for an admission of 10<;. Then in 1939-
45, War Savings dances, tickets were sold 
and War Savings Certificates valued at $5. 
and $10. were given to holders of luckr 
numbers. Fifty percent of the profit of 
dances was given away in certificates. 

Farewells for the soldiers were always 
big nights and then in 1946, a welcome Home 
Banquet was served in the hall. In 1960 
the Rivers Pipe Band attended the sports 
day, two of its members being Jim and Mur
ray Carnegie. In 1961 the first big Com
munity Bingo Nite was held. All these, along 
with memories of golden weddings and bridal 
banquets make our Community Centre a 
" Memory Hall" for many. 

Building the Hall at Arrow River. 
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Growth of Youth Activities 

History records that in the year 1884 a 
school was opened at Arrow River where 
the ' 3R's" were taught to the tune of the 
hickory stick. There is no record of any 
group activity sponsored within the school, 
however, until about the year 1914. At this 
time a form of 4-H as we know it now exist
ed in our schools. The area taking part con
sisted of Arrow River, Brighton, Palmerston, 
Blaris, Glenlochar and Omar. Those on the 
committee in charge were as follows: Mr. A. 
M. Bradford, Mrs. Harry Johnson, Mr. James 
Elliott, Mr. William Millar, and Mr. Chris 
Ellerington Sr. 

The activities which the students partici
pated in were varied, including school work 
and work completed in their homes. The cli
max of the year's work was a country fair, 
where the children displayed their produce 
etc., from school work, (painting, drawing, 
essays, craftwork), baking, canning, sewing, 
garden vegetables, flowers, poultry, eggs, 
b;ltter, cream, colts, calves, pigs, weed-seed 
collections, etc. Also attached to the program 
were show gardens. These gardens were 
judged during summer holidays, with the 
results being made public at the country fair . 
At this time, a silver and a bronze medal, 
suitably inscribed, were presented to the two 
top gardeners. There are several of these 
medals and other awards in our community, 
still treasured by members who participat
ed in these fairs. (Alvin Johnson, a medal 
winner and active member, supplied the above 
information.) 

Considerable help was given by the school 
teachers and other willing residents of the 
community to make this annual eventthe suc
cess that it was. A grant from the Agricul
tural Extension service helped with the 
prize money. Judges for much of the dis
play were local with help from extension 
personnel, for the major items such as 
poultry, baking, canning, livestock and ve

.getables. 

AS in any community event of such im
portance, there was a touch of tragedy and 
comedy combined when the local store
keeper kindly offered to loan planks from 
his lumber yard to lay on the school desks 
for tables. Alas, frenchweed had grown up 
in the lumber· yard and the strong odor 
obligingly came right along with the boards. 

No comments were recorded. To such willing 
teachers and workers as those of the Arrow 
Fiver community goes a great deal of the 
credit for the solid Canada-wide 4-H move
ment of today. 

There seemed to be a lull in these activi
ties during the early 1920' s, but in March 
1925, a special meeting was held to discuss 
Boys and Girls work, under the Extension 
Service. As a result, sewing and other pro
jects were taken up in the Arrow River 
school. Pauline Tennant recalls" Mary Den
nison, now Mrs. P. J. Stark, was the in
structress in 1926-27. The Winnipeg trip was 
won by. Pauline Tennant in 1927 and in 1928 
by Florence Wallace. We were guests of the 
T. Eaton Company and stayed at United 
College. The knot tying was instructed by 
Mr. P. Stark, a teacher. In 1927 the Winnipeg 
trip was won by Ivan Tennant. In 1928 
Wilfred Lelond was the winner. These class
es were taught in school time. Extension 
Service personnel were Miss Margaret Peto 
and Mr. Kiteley. They made periodic visits 
to the school and did the final judging." 

During the 20' s and early 30' s the W.r. 
began sponsoring youth acitivites with prizes 
in the school. One money raising activity 
worthy of 'note was barn dances in Hunkin's 
barn. In 1931, no school prizes were given, 
but ribbons for proficiency were then given 
for some years. About 1942 the Sewing 
Class was revived briefly under the lead
ership of Mrs. R. Clegg and Pauline Ten
nant. The 'Silver Thimbles," as they called 
themselves, received Extension service in
struction from Miss Laura Muirhead, held 
achievement days and attended 4-H rally at 
Hamiota, which was then held during the 
annual fair. 

Interest was again aroused for boys with 
the formation of a seed club in 1938, under 
the able leadership of J. F. Tennant. Their 
interests centred with grains, of course. They 
grew such grains as Ajax oats, improved 
Thatcher wheat and some flax. They actively 
participated in conventions, etc. This club 
eventually became Miniota. 

In 1942 a calf club was organized embrac
ing Blaris, as well as Arrow River mem
bers. About the year 1944 the ARROW RIVER 
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Tom Ellerington, Glen Sunley, Murray Bell Donna Mitchell. 
Faye and Jim Clegg, 1942 

CALF CLUB began. Due to war years mem
bership decreased and the first records are 
not available. In the years 1945-50 this club 
was very active with R. E. Clegg as local 
leader and Mr. Fletcher of Shoal Lake as 
Agricultural Representative. In 1947 Mr, 
HllrI:Y Jones was Ag. Rep. at Hamiota and 
assisted with this club which included mem
bers from Isabella and Miniota. There were 
20 members in 1949. For several years 
a Fat Stock Show and sale was held at 
Arrow River and the cattle trucked to Win
nipeg. This was changed to the club showing 
at McAuley Fat Stock show and later at 

,McConnell. . 

Several members competed for the Toronto 
trip in the judging eliminations in Winnipeg. 
They attended the Hamiota rally as a club 
and some members won judging prizes. The 
club funds amounted to $58.70. Some inter
esting facts about this club were that boys 
joining the armed forces were given permis
sion to have their calves cared for and shown 
by other members of their family. One judge 
well remembered was G. Killoh of McCon
nell. There is no record of fund raising 
activities for this club except a generous 
collection and selling of pie lunch at the 
yearly achievement, the last one being in 
1950. Of late years, Arrow River boys and 
.girls are members of the Miniota Beef 
Calf Club. 

A poultry club operated .. also undfr _ tl,lt:: 
leadership of R. 'E. Clegg. Judge for thIS 
competition during its short lifetime was the 
late D. C. Foster, then connected with the 
Extension Service and later to become 4-H 
specialist. A parent recalls: "That first year 
of the poultry club, every time the judge 
wanted an example of what not to show, he 

reached into our chiJdren's pens to produce 
it. The children were mortified, but it was 
a good lesson. They 'learned to do by 
doing,' and won se l/eral prizes the next 
year." One very hot Achievement clay, D. C. 
Foster was going to demonstrate the art ()f 
killing poultry by stickmg. He reached Into 
a box of hens, and removed one, but alas, 
the heat beat him. She died before he could 
'stick' her. 

Calf Club 1967 
Back Row: Leonard Leland, Gary Lelond, 
Ken Pierce. Don Armitaqe. Jim Armitaoe. 
::second HOw: Mrs. D,OIug Leland (ASsistant 
Leader), Larry Walker (Leader). DavId 
Leland, Ron Clark, Murray Sutherland, Ed
die v'~allagnan. 
Third Row: Bob Watters Ed Leland, Sher
ry Pierce, Pat Taylor, Joan Taylor, Sheila 
Lelond. 
Bottom Row: John Hodgins, Janet Hanlin, 
Brenda Lelond, Rita Hanlin, Roberta Le
land, Barbara Lel:OInd. Taken in the Ele 
mentary School. 
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Gail John and Donna Mitchell in 4-H gar
den. '1955. 

In the early 1950' s, a garden club was or
ganized under the leadership of K. Mitchell: 
The members each grew agardenandshoweo 
their produce at an Achievement. Automation 
was just moving in so, although the parents 
generally were enthusiastic about this group, 
no one invented a hoe with a motor, so 
members seemed to prefer other 4-H acti
vities. However, uniformity of a set of pro
duce for showing at fairs and care of a gar
den was instilled into most members, even 
though some did grow turnips as big . as 
their heads and showed them too! Arrow RIV
er members also joined the Miniota Potato 
Club and gained knowledge under the leader
ship of Mr. Martin Powell. 

Then, in 1954, the B- Thrifty Sewing Club 

1958 
Holding banner: Yvonne Hyndman, Mar-
garet Lelond. . 
Left to Right: Elsie Lelond, LOIS Lelond, 
Faye Lelond Joan Lel,ond, Vickie Lelond, 
Arlene Walla'ce, Judy Lelond. Missing Gail 
Mitchell (insert). 

Standing: Dianne Wiggins, Wilda Lock
hart. Joan, Lois, Margaret and Faye Le
lond. 

Sitting: Sheila and Maureen Lelond. 

was organized under the. leadership of Mrs. 
Douglas Lelond, and Mrs. E. Hyndman, Mrs. 
R. G. Mitchell, Mrs. Gordon LelondandMrs. 
Sam Griffiths. Members in this club have 
been Donna and Gail Mitchell, Arlene Wallace, 
Yvonne Hyndman, Susan Dyck, Judy Lelond, 
Buda Dibblee, Margaret Griffiths, Laurel 
Gunson, Janice Mitchell, and Margaret, Elsie 
and Faye Lelond as charter me,mbers. Later 
members have been Dianne Wiggins,_ Wilda 
Lockhart, Lois and Joan Lelond, Vicki, 
Sheila, Barbara and Brenda Lelond, Shar
on Lelond, Maureen and Roberta Lelond, 
Sandra Bonner, Leah O'Callaghan, Mavis Ann 
Kirton and Marilyn Gardham. This club 
completed a project, held an Achievement 
night, took part in public speaking and de
monstrating and was active socially, yearly. 

Home Ec Club 1967 

Barbara Lelond, Marilyn Gardham, Brenda 
and Roberta Lelond, Sandra Bonner, Shar
on, Maureen and Sheila Lel,ond. I nset Leah 
O'Callaghan. 



Many honors have come to the leaders and 
club members of this club, as well as the club 
having two winning displays and high standing 
in demonstrations yearly. The public speak
ing cups, both senior and junior have been· 
won by Arrow River club members. No 
names are listed, as one must always bear 
in mind that it was the whole club working 
which made it possible for any member 
or leader to win an award. Tragedy struck 
our club when a very active member, Wilda 
Lockhart, was killed in a car accident in 
October 1965. The B-Thrifty Club is now 
a Home Ec. club with projects covering not 
only sewing, but such projects as the pre par
atio.n of ~ foods, interior design, and hand i-

crafts. Through the years, this club owed 
much of the honors taken for group singing 
to Mrs. JohnWiggins and Mrs. G. Dibblee. The 
club is now led by Mrs. Stan Lelond. The 
W.r. present 4-H pins to members with five 
years of 4-H work to their credit. Our first 
uniforms were yellow skirts made from dyed 
sheeting, worn with white blouses. Then 
came the much discussed black watch skirts, 
with red trim, worn with middy blouses, fol
lowed by the trim royal purple fitted jumpers 
with white blouses. Presently the club appears 
in bright blue, A-line sailcloth skirts and 
white blouses. Assistant leaders this year 
are Mrs. Wm. Lelond Jr., Mrs. Wm. O'Cal
laghan and Mrs. Douglas Lelond. 

Physical Fitness 

by Pauline (Tennant) Baker 

In 1940 I attended the Physical Fitness 
course held in the summer at Gimli, Manitoba, 
which was sponsored partially by the Youth 
Leadership department of the Provipcial 
Government. The winter of Hl40-1941 I was 
as'ked' to form a physical fitness class in 
Miniota which had a membership of 30 girls. 
This was under Youth Leadership. 

The Dominion Physical Fitness Act was 
passed in 1945. A Council was set up at that 
time and I was appointed a member of that 
council as Western Manitoba representative 
by Mr. Ivan Schultz, Minister of Health. The 
purpose was to promote physical culture, mu
sical festivals, drama festivals, and com
munity centres. 

In 1945 Drama Festivals were again or
ganized in our area, music.festivals re-or
gl1.nized and people begll,n thinking in terms 
Of community centres. Short courses 
in physical tit.nesi;; _were held in Arrow 
River and were ve'ry well attended by local 
young people, as well as people from Isabella 
and Miniota. Mr. Hart Devenney, then the· 
provincial director of Physical Fitness, and 
Mr. George Nick, a member of his staff, 
were the physical instructors. The Women's 
Iv 3titute assisted financially in sending some 
young people to Brandon Y.J.VLC.A. to take a 
f!H:ther course in instructing. Those attend
ing were Ford Wiggins, Vernon Lockhart, 
Mary Carnegie and Pauline Tennant. Re
gular classes were held in the Community 

hall and Mr. O. Blaich assisted me in in
structing the classes, as well as physical 
exercises. Evenings of old time dancing 
were enjoyed with instruction being given 
by Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Brown, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Wiggins. Mr. and Mrs. W. Ten
nant, Mr. and Mrs. E. Carnegie and Mr. and 
Mrs. Alex Sararas. 

Arrow River had two district festival Winni
peg plays:- (1) "The Valiant" - cast Everett 
Tennant, Lorraine Wiggins, Rev. Alex Ste
vens; (2) "The Pot of Broth" - cast included 

Pauline Tennant 
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Jack Craig, Margaret Kirton and others whose 
names cannot be recalled. Both of these 
plays were taken to Winnipeg to the Provincial 
Drama Festival. Three one-act plays were 
prepared and presented each winter, the first 
choice gOing to the district festival. Pre
vious to this, a three act play was always 
presented. Before the existence of the Arrow 
River hall, they had to be presented in the 

church, so the language had to be suitable. 

Foot note: - Drama in the form of one act 
plays was again revived briefly in the 50' s, 
but the "rush of living," probably TV and 
other forms of entertainment eliminated this 
form of entertainment except for the Christ
mas concerts, the last one being in December 
1965. 

Music 

Throughout the years music has been a gol
den thread of memory, binding the joys and 
sorrows of the people of Arrow River. At one 
time the piano, not the television set, was 
the heart of the parlor, and almost every 
young lady was accomplished, to a degree, 
in entertaining visitors. In the early d;J.Ys a 
young Englishman travelled from Birtle to 
give violin lessons, and since that time a 
steady procession of teachers has found a 
welcome in the community. 

There was no lack of musical entertainment 
at house parties. One would be better off to 
forget his lunch as forget his fiddle. Jim Tom 
Stubbins and Walker Allonby were welcome 
additions to any celebration. 

The first organized dance orchestra was 
formed in 1925 by Miss Mair, aschoolteach
er, who played piano, with George Littlejohn, 

1965 
A Choir group inside A.R. Church. 

Back Row: Margaret Lelond Kevin Lelond, 
Leonard Le~Q1nd, Mac Lelond, and Mrs. W. 
Tennant. 
Sitting: Mrs. John Wiggins, Maureen Le
lond, Sheila Lelond, Donna Bonner, Geor
gina Gardham. 

Johnnie Mitchell and Jack Cusack on violins 
and triangle, with Everett Tennant on the 
banjo. 'This was the start of the "Gloom 
Chasers" who were active until the war 
years. The name was then changed to the 
"Arrow River. Orchestra," and they played 
for service men's dances at the Armouries 
in Brandon. 

Another group formed in the thirties was 
managed by Wes. Lelond, and consisted of 
Roy Lelond, Bill Jackson, Ted Lelond and 
Everet~ Tennant. 

Arrow River Church services have always 
been enriched by good music. One must men
tion such soloists as Mr. J. R. Lynch, 
Johnnie Mitchell, and Ford Wiggins, Arrow 
River and Miniotafrequently combined choirs 
for church anniversaries, and sometimes an 
Easter Cantata. A yearly event was the Mun
icipal Choir organized for the MemorialSer
vice. 

In the summer months the C.G.LT. would 
sponsor a program, usually an operetta, rea
ching the heights of Gilbert and Sullivan's 
Mikado and H.M.S. Pinafore. These were ac
complished under the expert guidance of Elva 
Lynch, now Mrs. Alex Spalding. 

Arrow River has always been a loyal sup
porter of the Hamiota and District Festival, 

Throughout the years many were the honors 
brought home in all classes. Many shields 
have graced the walls of our school. Among 
the directors and teachers inspiring this in
terest were the Lynchs, Mrs. John Wiggins, 
Mrs. Bill Tennant, and in later years, Mrs. 
Ken Mitchell. When Hamiota Festival was 
discontinued during the war years, Arrow 
River conducted their ownfestival, using local 
musicians as adjudicators. Now that our 
school is no longer existent, Arrow River 
children will combine their talents with Min-

-90-



iota, and the interest will be maintained in 
the new "Birdtail River, Music and Fine 
Arts Festival." 

No memories of music in Arrow River would 
be complete without mentioning the Christmas 
concerts. Truly there have been many mas
terpieces. No Arrow River childhavingtaken 
part need h~mker for the stage, for they have 
'been there." Those who never had a part 
in producing one of these" dramas" can nev
er understand the hair- tearing frustration and 
confusion accompanying these productions, 
but neither can they share the "peace that 
passeth understanding" when the final cur
tain goes down. Many, many teachers have 
left their imprint on the heart of both pupil 
and parent with their thought and instruc
tion. 

The stalwart pioneers of our community can 
take just pride in the foundation of culture 
laid down in this community. Many commun-

Roy Lelond, Ted Lelond, Wes Lelond, Ever. 
ett Tennant, Bill Jackson. 

ities across the country, and even beyond our 
borders have benefited by the participation 
and leadership of those who grew up with 
the appreciation of the musical environment 
in Arrow River. 

Football 

In the early years of the 20th century 
we had a Champion Foot Ball team which had 
members such as the Allonby boys (Walker, 
.Toe and Heslip)1 Jack Knowles, Ernie Flem
ing; Matt Wilson, Will Palmer, Tom and Richie 
Lelond, Russell Lynch, John Wiggins, 'Elmer 
Edwards, Harry Dowell, John Fleming, H. 
Merrick, Sam Harper, Ross Bell and others. 
(This paragraph was by Bill Tennant). 

In 1901 a 7-team tournament at Birtle was 
won by Arrow River foot ball team, one of 

First Football Team, 1904 

the most breathtaking games, when both 
teams, Arrow River and Russell, were in the 
"pink" of condition. In the final moments, 
Arrow River scored and won either umbrellas 
or silver headed canes! In 1902, they cap
tured the cup at Maccabees picnic in Hamiota. 
In 1904 they won another cup, but in 1895 
the Indians from Elkhorn Industrial School 
scored two over Arrow River. 

William Palmer wrote "I recall a good 
many happy moments especially when I think 
of Arrow River football team. We had a team 
that took no defeat regardless of opposition." 

H. Merrick wrote: "The Arrow River foot
ball team, sweater was white with a red dia,:,. 
gonal arrow. We played most of the local 
teams, Lavinia, Carlingville, Braedalbane 
one summer. One amusing incident I re
member was onJuly 1,1898, right in Hamiota. 
It was intensely hot - and a curious thing 
happened, Early in the day some enterpris
ing chap had hauled a barrel of water onto 
the grounds on a stoneboat for the thirsty 
players. To keep the water as cool as pos
sible, the barrel was covered with sacking 
and a piece of red carpet. The latter fell 
into the barrel and the water was red. Most 
of us drank it anyway." 

Gradually football lost its popularity with 
baseball becoming the popular sport. 
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Hockey 

Taken about 1901 or 1908 at south end of 
rink. 

Back Ro.w: Jack Wiggins, Allan Tennant. 
Jim Cusack, George Tennant, Bill Tennant. 
Bottom Row: Harry Wiggins, Frank Dun
ham and Wes Holtzman. 
At Christmas 1959 " only 3 are left. They 
are Harry Wiggins, Wes Holtzman and Bill 
Tennant. 

Sack Row left to right: Leonard Lelond 
John Tm·ut, Gary Lelond, Brian Ross 
{coach). Mac Lelond, Kevin Lelond. Bob 
Gardham, John Trout. 
Middle Row: Ronnie Gardham Brian Gard
ham. Bob Walters. Edward Leland. Jim 
Hunkin. 
'Front Row: Ken Hunkin (goalie), Scot 
Hunkin. 

With the buildIng of the first rink in 
Arrow .River a hockey team was formed. 

Quote from Wm. Tennants' records of 
sports 1904 - 59 - ' Our first hockey team 
consisted of three players who knew the 
game, the tinsmith from Miniota, Hilliard 
Gagnon, Charlie Graham, a young farmer 
from Beulah and Alan Hodnett of Arrow 
River, but the rest of the boys soon got 
going and we soon had a well-organized team. 

• Besides those mentioned there were Ed. 
Sealy, Wes Holtzman, John Wiggins, Ced. 
Campbell and Reg Campbell. 

The club chartered a special train to go 
to Hamiota for an exhibition game. We had 
to guarantee $100.00 to C.P.R. but as I 
remember the railroad company picked up 
about $150.00. Later Hamiota chartered a 
special train and came for a return game. 
There wasn't standing room in our rink. 
Of course we lost both games but it helped 
our finances considerably." . 

HOCKEY IN THE TWENTIES - In winter 
the open-air rink was the centre of activity 
with skating, carnivals and hockey. The 
waiting room, a small building with a tin 
stove for heat. The boys kept in trim by 
shovelling snow off the ice over a four foot 
wall, and flooding the ice before their games 
were played, but they didn't seem to mind. 

Back Row: Bill Jackson, Spence Littlejohn, 
Bill Attwood Bob Elliott. 
Fr,o.nt Row: 'Ivan Tennant, John Mitchell, 
Lloyd Wiggins, Wilf Lelond, Reg Attwood, 
Matt Davis, Ed Johnson, Fred Townson 
(coach) . 
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Many good games were played while the crowd 
cheered from the snowbanks. TTpc:ler the 
management of Fred Townson tne hockey 
boys enjoyed some of their best years. 
They played teams from neighbouring towns 
as each town had a hockey team, and trans
portation was limited mostlv to tel'l.ffi and van. 
After the games the bovs e-athAred at one 
of the homes in town, where funchwas served 
while they visited and replayed their games. 
Tournament hockey was popular and the boys 
took in quite a few. In 1931 sweaters in 
the Arrow River colors, gold and black, 

were bought by the W. I. for the hockey club. 

Members of this team were - LloydWiggins, 
Reg Attwood, Bill Attwood, George Cusack, 
Jack Cusack, George Littlejohn, Steve Bell, 
Everett Tennant, John MitChell, Matt Davis, 
Ralph Dupont, Donald Sinclair, Scott Bate man. 

Members of this team and other local boys 
kept hockey alive until the outbreak of the 
second world war. 

Another generation then became active in 
hockey. 

Ball 

In the early years Arrow River had a 
girl's ball team (1904) but what sort (soft 
ball probably) there is no record. They 
played at picnics etc. Later (late 20' s) the 
girls had a baseball team for two or three 
summers with Donald Sinclair as manager. 
They played the Willen team and had many 
good games. One summer to raise funds 
for the club, they hired the Miniota hall, 
an orchestra, put on a dance and supplied 
the lunch. Admission - $l.50 a couple or 
Gents $1.00 and Ladies .50Y. The dance was 
a success, so balls, bats, gloves and caps. 

were bought. When Donald left Arrow River 
the girls had a farewell for him in the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. JamesWiggins and presented 
him with a little gift as a token of their 
appreciation for all the time he had spent 
with them. 

SOFT BALL 

Arrow River almost always had a softball 
team which consisted of both boys and girls 
for competition in the local Field Day. There 
was an occasional team for local sports 

This C.G.I.T. picture includes some of our star basketball players. 
Front to Back: Mrs. Jack Tennant, C.G.I.T. leader, Mary McKinnon, Betty 
Gardham Enid Gardham, I rene Lelond. Islay Sinclair, Clara Jackson, Flor
ence Wa{lace, Gladys Kirton, Mattie Wallace, Edna Sinclair, Jessie Mitchell. 
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days. Among our pitching line was Florence 
Lelond and Anna Hill with Thelma Hunkin 
catching. Age caught up with most of the 
players and there is no team now. 

BASKETBALL 

Basketball was very popular with the girls 
in the 20' s and on into the 30' s. The teams 
were organized in the schools. Each spring 
a school league was formed with a schedule 
including junior and senior teams from 
Beulah, Isabella, Miniota and Arrow River. 
Basketball was an out of door sport and was 
practiced at noon hour and recess. At first 
basketball was played on three courts with 
six players on a team, later it was changed 
to two courts and then to one court with 
five players on a team and boys' rules. On 
Field Day it was one of the highlights of 
the day. The teams were good and the comp
etition keen, with Beulah our toughest op
position. During the summer Arrow River 
girls took in most of the sports days and 
found themselves more often than not playing 
in the finals. The money wasn't big, but 
many were the good times, and now, pleasant 
memories. One sweltering hot day in July 
the team~ that day consisting of three Kirton 
and three Wallace girls journeyed to Cardale 
Sports in the back of Phil Stark's truck. 
On arrival to look their best they tried. 
Was it hair or mops? But not too much time 
had they for that afternoon three games were 
played, defeating Brandon in the final. The 
third period and Brandon a little on the short 
end of the score, tempers flared, and threats 
were made on the girls shirts. However, 

mey played it ont, and returned home safe 
and sound with their shirts and first money. 

A basketball team worthy of mention was 
the Miniota Municipal team in 1930, call.ed 
the "Invinciples." Five g.1rls - Myrtle Lelond,' 
Matfie and Barbara Wallace all of Arrow 
River. Doris Berwick. Miniota, and Alice 
Wiltshire of BeUlah, having returned nome 
from Winnipeg Normal School, thought it a 
good idea to play together for the summer. 
They needed one more to coinplete the 
team, so Gladys Kirton of Arrow River, 
joined them and they went through the summer 
lmdefeated. 

It wasn't until 1937 Arrow River ended 
up in top place by eliminating Miniota and 
Isabella and Beulah in the final game. Among 
the players that year were such names as 
Be rnice Wiggins, Margaret and Annie Suchle, 
Sally nes, Florence McKinnon, Doreen Lelond 

and Georgina Torrance with Mary and Betty 
Carnegie playing with Beulah. We never had 
enough players to make any active competition 
at Arrow River so we used to practice 
against a boys team among whom were such 
names as Stan and Russell Lelond, Keith 
Rutledge, Edward Sinclair and Jimmie Kirton 
and Billy nes. There was no more outdoor 
basketball played at Arrow River until our 
High School students went to Miniota Col
legiate. Among the girls team at Miniota 
were Maureen Lelond and Elaine Attwood, 
and the boys team Terry Lelond, Gary Lelond, 
Mac Lelond, Ken Lemieux, Bob and Brian 
Gardham and Leonard Lelond, some of whom 
are still playing. 

BASEBALL 

Much could be written in honor of our 
baseball teams, so we shall try to touch 
on the highlights. 

In the 20' s there was an outstanding school 
team organized by Carol Gow (Principal) 
after Mr. Gow, Mr. J. R. McKenzie with 
the help of Russell Lynch coached with 
team to the MuniCipal Cup for 1923. 

The members of this team were - Murdock 
Elliott, George and Jack Cusack, George and 
Spence Littlejohn, Reg and Bill Attwood, 
Everett Tennant, Alvin Johnson and Cliff 
Hyndman. 

Back Row, on car: Geol'ge Gardham, Ford 
Wiggins. Jim Car'negie, J. Lawlor. 
Second Row: Standing, Bill Attwood. Sit
ting, Tim Breed, Murray Carnegie. 
Front R,o,w: Bill Wallace, L. Hodnett, Harry 
Gardham Ken Mitchell. Inset Bob Attwood. 
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Baseball 
Left, coach ,J. R. McKenzie. 
Back Row: Alvin ,Johns,o>n, Spence Littlejohn. 

S~con~ Row:, Murdoch Elliott, George Cusack, Mr. Lynch (manager), George 
LittleJohn, Cliff Hyndman _ T. A. Neelan (I nspector). 

Front Row: Will Nankivi'lIe, Everett Tennant, Jaci, Cusack, Reg Attwood, 
Bill Attwood. 

After this team separated a number of 
years passed without a ball team. The war 
over and the boys home, the interest again 
turned to ball. In the spring of 1948 a baseball 
team was organized with Bill Attwood as 
manager. This was their first attempt at 
hardball. On the 1st of July they travelled 
to Elphinstone for their first sports day, 
to find they were drawn against their neigh
bouring town Crandall and were defeated 
1-0. This was the start, and the tractors 
could be heard running on into the night and 
early in the morning in order to make it 
to the next tournament. The sewing machine 
also ran steady for a few days making ball 
pants for the boys. The whole community 
was proud of its team, and they were worthy 
of the support they received. By 1952 from 
!)!eir ll!llds they bought Hew grey flannel 
baseball uniforms with red satin trim, in-

cluding their number on th'e back and Arrow 
River written on the front. In 1953 they were 
the winners of the West Division of their 
league and played the winner of the East 
Division to advance to the final against ' 
Eden which was played at Brandon. In 1954 
the club bought club jackets, grey melton 
cloth with maroon trim, In 1955 they again 
reached the finals to play against Neepawa, 
which was. a hard fought battle. By this 
time they had created a real interest in 
the baseball world and were known far and 

. near for both their good ball and good 
sportsmanship. 1957 was their last year in 
the league but their pitchers and any players 
available were much in demand by other 
teams. Once a year, for the Arrow River 
Sports, the boys rounded up the old team and 
played ball, 
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Standing: Murray Carnegie, Lindley Hodnett, Herb Smith G. Johnson Jim 
Carnegie. . , 

Kneeling:Harry Gardham, Ron Littlejohn, Bill Wallace, George Gardham. 

Inset. Wallace Lelond Gqrdon ,Campbell Lyl<> Littlejohn Ford WigQins 

TOBOGGANING 

Many good times were spent tobogganing 
on Jacksons' hill. For a few years in the 
twenties it was a very popular sport among 
the Arrow River young people. Most times 
those going gathered in town and went in 
a sleigh load, but if you missed the bus 
the rail road track was real good walking 
and the giggers ran on one rail only! How 
about that? Ask two who know. The hill 
was only about one half mile east of town 
and sloped down in to Jacksons' yard. This 
made it very handy to pop into the house 
on a cold winter night to warm some toes 
fingers or dry some mittens. How did they 
ever put up with us? But it never failed 
as the door opened we were always greeted 
with a friendly smile and warm words of 

welcome, just as were the waves of heat 
we could feel radiating from the big dining 
room heater where Mr. Jackson sat reading. 
They have both passed on, but they and their 
family shall never be forgotten by these 
young people. 

TENNIS 

In the summer of 1927 two tennis courts 
were made between the John Tennant and 
Wm. Tennant homes. ~.ts, tapes, tennis 
rackets and balls were bought by the W. 1. 
The courts were open through the day to any 
one wishing to play. A schedule was drawn 
up for the evenings. This lasted only a few 
years buy many gave it a try and those who 
did thoroughly enjoyed it. 
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Farmer's Institute 

The first organization recorded at Arrow 
River May 1895 was the Farmer's Institute. 
The officers were - President John Fleming 
Jr., Vice President Thomas Hamilton, Sec
retary Treasurer Harry Eaglund, Directors 
William Elliott, James Wiggins, William 
Howard, James Mitchell Jr., Dave Gerrand 
and J. T. Lynch. Messrs. A. D. Clyde and 

John Mitchell were auditors. This institute 
in 1897 was responsible for bringing in good 
seed grain and, during its brief lifetime, 
remained non political, introducing only 
topics of general interest and assistance to 
farmers. The Agricultural Societies Act 
amalgamated the Farmer's Institute to form 
agricultural societies. 

Plowing ma~ch, sponsored by Farmers' Institute, 1905, north of Arrow River. 
Left front: Ritchie Lelond's prize team ,ot drivers, on buggy. 
Low wagon right: Jeremiah Lelond and family. 
Front team and democrat: Lawrence Stevenson, his father and family, Isa
bella. 
Arrow River in background. Note the three elevators. 
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Beef Rings 

Although today we can pick up fresh or 
frozen meat at the shop or from a locker 
plant, there was a time when the farmer 
butchered his own beef and pork for winter 
use. In the Summer the pork was home
cured. Rather than buy meat the farmers 
devised a weekly method of distributi,nl': meat 
in ~uhimer, -tile .be~f ring. Once a week one 
beast was butchered and shared by 20 (ir 3d' 
people, each of whom gave one beast to 
be butchered during the year. It worked fine 
except when the housewife got a "big boil" 
or stewing meat when she expected a prime 
roast. The meat was always picked ·up at 
one central point, the butchers home, 
generally one of the farmers in the ring. 
There were beef rings serving some of 
Miniota and Arrow River from time to time. 

Beef rings may have been the temporary 
solution for the table supply of meat but 
as the settlers of the late 80' sand 90' s 
began to build surpluses of beef for sale, 
cattle buyers or "drovers" came into the 
area. Early drovers were the McConnell 
brothers of Hamiota and Jewish buyers. If 
any amount of cattle were sold they were 
onven to the centre named by the drover. 
For fnstance, one Arrow River Farmer drove 
his cattle over to the old west bridge, the 
drover taking them west from there. 

Gradually stockyards, at Quadra, Crandall, 
Arrow River and Miniota were built and local 
men, Mr. Claire Fleming and Mr. C. Eller-' 

ington Sr., among the -first, attempted a 
co-operative effort of disposing of cattle 
from Arrow River and Miniota stockyards 
by rail. Mr. H. D. Armitage was also a 
shipper on a commission basis from 1927 
until 1947 or 48 serving Arrow River and 
Miniota with Mr. W. Coburn as Crandall 
shipper. 

The following is a list of a few prices, 
June 7th, 1933 which were taken from an 
old Canadian Livestock Co-operative Ltd. 

H. D. Armitage, Miniota, Man. 
1 steer 510 Ibs. @ 2 3/4y - $14.02; 
1 steer choice, 980 lbs.@ 3 l/2y - $34.30; 
1 bull 1250 lbs. @ 1l/4y - $15.62; 
1 bacon hog 215 lbs. @ 4 3/4y - $10.21. 

The above prices were gross. 
There were 11 head of cattle and 35 hogs 

"an average load" and the net returns were 
$513.08 for the carload. 

Later at Arrow Ri.ver Mr. Lou Lelond acted 
as shipper V{ith II small renumeration, n9t 
on a commission basis. 

Not until big trucks became general, about 
1945 did this' mode of disposing of surplus 
stock lose its popularity. However there have 
always been buyers, one well remembered 
being M. Dyson of Winnipeg and presently J. 
Joseph. Some buyers also bought horses by 
the carload for years and shipped one or 
two carloads a winter to logging camps or 
for farm use. 
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First 'rrip 1"'0 Virden 

by Marion (Wiggins) Sutherland 

The first spring after the Mitchells and 
Wiggins had settled at Arrow River, they knew 
there was a place south of them, called 
Virden. Just exactly where they were not sure. 

Mrs. Wiggins and the children stayed with 
Mrs. Mitchell in their shack on the As
siniboine. Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Wiggins 
left early in the morning with oxen and 
wagon. They travelled all day and no sign 
of Virden. Then, in the dark, alight appeared. 
They thought they had found Virden. The 
light moved. It was a train. Sometime later 
they found the town. 

They got their supplies and started home, 
arriving at the river banks after dark. They 
could not find their way down to the ferry. 
They could see the light in the Mitchell 
shack on the opposite bank. Mr. Mitchell 
thought he could shout loudly enough for 
Mrs. Mitchell to hear, and would bring the 
lantern out to the head of the ferry. Needless 
to say, he was not heard. They tied up 
the reins, sat down in the bottom of the 
wagon, and the oxen took them safely to the 
ferry and they were soon home. They never 
forgot their first trip to Virden! 

A pOle snack built by some of the Wallace 
men years before, was the first home of 
~r. and Mrs. James Wiggins, when they 
fIrst moved to Arrow River district. The 
first door was a strip of rag carpet. 

The first time they came to the shack, 
_hey met Tom and Jim Mitchell, who had 
thought to spend the night there. The howling 

of wolves scared Mr. Wiggins' horses and they 
ran away. He followed them for three weeks 
before catching up with them. He identified 
the horses by speaking to them by their 
names. The horses recognized his voice. 

Tom Mitchell took oxen and went to Ranid 
City to bring up their freig~t. Jim Mitchell, 
Mrs. Wiggins and children were left at 
home. Night came, they talked a long time. 
Finally, Jim thought he should go to the 
dug out where he and Tom had been sleeping. 
Mrs. Wiggins found she could not stay alone, 
with three children and the howling wolves. 
She went out to call Jim, ana found him 
standing near. He did not want to go to the 
dug out by himself. He got his blanket~ 
and slept in the shack. 

indians made the Wiggins home a regular 
stopping place on their trips from Beulah 
reservation to Griswold reservation. One 
night Jane Bluebird, one of the regulars, 
came first with her mother and then by 
herself. She had pitched her teepee at the 
head of the lane. It was really raining and 
storming. Lloyd and Norma, on their way 
to the store, stopped and told her to go 
to the nouse. Lloyd's father was there. 
When they returned, there was no sign of 
Jean at the tepee. Coming along the veranda, 
Norma saw two eyes glowing out of the wood 
box (the old family bread bOX). Jane went 
into the house with Norma. When asked 
why she did not go in when Mr. Wiggins 

. asked her to, she said" No woman in the 
house" . 
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H'unting, Trapping and Fishing. 

Although not a hunter's paradise, from the 
time of the first settlers there have been 
small fur- bearing animals such as the weasel, 
skunk, badger and muskrat. The beaver has 
been hunted in the Arrow River area for 
some years now to prevent the building 
of dams and flooding of land. 

In the early years there was an abundance 
of prairie chickens, partridges, wild ducks 
and occasionally wild geese and turkeys. 
Game laws have prevented some of these 
birds such as the prairie chicken, from be
coming extinct. In "duck" season the" bang
bang" of the hunters' guns can be heard 
expecially around the barley fields for there 
are "ducks unlimited" at times in the 
vicinity of large slougns, expecially. Tue 

graceful deer is hunted in season. As outside 
hunters came in to the area to hunt, the 
"no trespassing" signs were posted, partly 
for the safety of many of the citizens whose 
homes are almost surrounded by bluff or 
trees. Probably clothes driers have their 
place in modern society as there were times 
in hunting season when" one risked her life, 
almost to go to the clothesline" . 

A word too for the fisherman and sports 
hunter. Fish used to be caught in the creek 
near Arrow River. There is still fishing 
in the Assiniboine. One of the favorite sports 
of hunters used to be hunting fox and wolves 
with hounds. Today the hounds have disap
peared and in their place we see and hear 
those snowmobiles bobbing over our fields. 
Many a brOken wire in the spring is at
tributed to fox and' wolf hunters whether or 
not they deserve the blame. With due respect 
to our sport hunters, none of them have 
shot any of our farm animals as yet! 

There was another measure used for des
troying wolves a few years ago which should 
be mentioned, the poison bait! There were 
quite a few sheep and turkeys being lost in 
the area, attributed to a very healthy wolf 
population. The wolves were definitely 
poisoned for they were very scarce for some 
years, but so were a few dogs poisoned. 

Summing up fox hunting and trapping in this 
He a, one might say that those who are 
~ourteous and careful hunters in this area, 
'ind that the farmers return the compliment. 
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Memories 
by Mrs. J. F. Tennant 

My favorite tale was about Mr. and Mrs. 
Jas. Wiggins, who arrived in Manitoba without 
enough stove pipes. The Mitchell Brothers 
and Mr. Wiggins solved the difficulty by 
building a shelf and placing the stove upon it. 

In 1905, one of the sights to visit at Arrow 
River was an Indian grave about a mile north 
east of the present village. When I visited 
it in 1905, a (natural) tall stone stood erect 
with Shreds of brightly colored cloth flut
tering from it, and a can of water and crusts 
of food at the' base. The people living near 
said Indians gathered from time to time 
to hold some sort of service. Later, (1906 
I think), I saw a gathering of Indians there. 
When we went up to see what they had been 
doing, we found the stone down, lying in the 
hole from which the casket had been taken. 

When Mr. and Mrs. William Tennant arrived 
at the Assiniboine in 1883, the river was 
quite high. The horses were unhitched and 
taken over, and the passengers and goods 
were ferried over in the wagon box. It was 
a difficult crossing, the currents carried the 
wagon box more than a half mile downstream. 
However, all ended well. 

The W. I. held one of the early District 
Conventions in the Arrow River Church. 
There was as yet no District board. Mrs. 
John Bell, as President of Arrow RiverW.1., 
was in charge, with Mrs. J. F. Tennant, 
Arrow Fiver W. I. Secretary and Mrs. 
Chambers of Hamiota W. I. to assist her. 
(It was a good convention, too!) 

I remember before "Goup" there were good 
plays, Fussell and Mary Elliott, Bill Walker 
from H. G. Dowell's, etc. Don't forget the 
Drama Group. The one year they got 98% 
at the District Festival, with Mrs. Wiggins 
as Director. That year, Souris won Manitoba 
Festival honors with the same play, to the 
great disgust and strong protests of the Free 
Press and others. Also, that year, the 
Dominion Drama Festival was held in 
Winnipeg and, because of the clamor, Arrow 
River was invited to compete again on that 
occasion, as well as Souris. Neither won, 
however, the French Group from Montreal 
carried off the honors. 

Remember, it was the five or six hundred 
dollars raised by the Arrow River Drama 
Club that was the nest egg in the securine: ann 
remodelling of the extra school into the 
present Community Centre. In 1930 William 
Mossop Sr. of Miniota was hired to supervise 
the job. J. F. Tennant was appointed to 
secure enough men each day to assist him. 
A list was compiled of all the men in the 
community and all responded willingly when 
their call came. The work was voluntary, 
also the building of the benches. Mr. James 
Elliott was of very great assistance. Im
provements were made from time to time. 

When the Church was opened in March 1906, 
the basement was completely unfinished and 
money was exhausted. Mrs. J. S. Mitchell 
and Mrs. J. F. Tennant began saving "Sunday 
Eggs". The Store (then Tennant Bros.) paid 
cash for these eggs. These two ladies kept 
it up for quite some time, receiving dOIl
ations. from other community folk to swell 
the funds. Mrs. Harry Guy Dowell also con
tributed. Mrs. Jas. Wiggins was severely ill 
in Rapid City Hospital. While recuperating, 
she planned the finishing of the basement. 
It was done according to her plan. 

Mrs. John Fleming Jr., w.ho came as a 
bride to Arrow River in' 1920, organized a 
c:anadian Girls in Training Group, a move
ment just beginning in Nova Scotia (where 
Mrs. Fleming's home wast This was work in 
Which she was very interested. When Mr. and 
Mrs. Fleming went toWinnipegfor the winter , 
Mrs. J. F. Tennant carried on and continued 
it, with the able assistance of Miss Jessie 
Elliott, until 1940 when only four girls re
mained of the correct age. It was then 
dropped until Mrs. Fobert Mitchell and Mrs. 
Rolly Clegg revived it. 

There was a good Tuxis Group for sev
eral years in the 1920' s until it had to be 
dropped as numbers dwindled. 

The first marriage, in the Arrow River 
Church, was between Annie Newcomb and 
George Hoare, both of Toronto. Annie was 
later Mrs. John Lelond of Min iota and George 
was a nephew of Mrs. John Fleming. Rev. 
Robt. Hunter performed the ceremony. in 

-101-



March 1909. Maude Tennant was bridesmaid 
and Steve Hoare was groomsman. Edith 
\y iggins presided at the organ. J. F. Tennant 
gave the bride away. The Church presented 
the couple with a Bible in honor of the 
occasion. 

The Church was opened in March of 1906. 
In June, Miss Barbara Wiggins, the organist, 
and Mrs. J. F. Tennant became members 
the first in the new Church. Rev. Robt: 
Hunter was minister. 

by Harold Richardson 

One memory was the moving of the old 
Arrow River school, with two old steam 
threshing engines. One belonged to Walker 
Allonby and I think the 9ther belonged to 
eIther Old Mr. Bill Lelond or John Wiggins. 
They moved it as far as the hill at the 
corner of Jack O'Callaghan's farm. Mr. Rudd 
moved it the rest of the way with a big 
Oil Pull Rumley engine, to Mr. Jack Mc
Kenzie's farm, where Mr. and Mrs. Jackson 
lived later. 

Another memory was of all the good 
times we used to have going to the good 
old time dances at all the different homes 
on Friday nights, through the winter. They 
were held at the homes of Pat Watters, 
Jerry O'Callaghan, Lou Lelond, Arthur Rich
ardson and Amos Gurr. Also of the fun we 
had playing in the orchestra, which was Frank 
Lelond (violin), Bill Jackson (guitar), Bill 
Watters (violin), Ted Lelond (violin), Walker 
Allonby (piano) and myself (violin). We 
were called the Hungry Six. 

by Charles Antcliffe 

My father had a dugout in the side of a 
hill, covered with poles and sods, which 
was used for a barn. Butter and eggs were 
traded at the store for groceries. Grain 
ran from the threshing machine into a metal 
measure and was then poured into grain 
sacks and taken to the elevator at Hamiota 
and Arrow River. 

I remember my Dad having his grain 
threshed with an old hand-fed thresher. 
The men cut the twine with knives and spread 
the sheaf before feeding it to the machine. 
The straw went up a carrier and dropped 
in a pile, which was moved away with two 
horses on a bucking pole. 

Jack Mitchell threshed for my Dad one 
year with an old portable steam engine, 
which had to be moved with horses. I forgot 
to say that the first machine that threshed 
for my Dad was driven by a horsepower, 
with six or eight horses going around in a 
circle and the driver stood on a platform 
in the center, waving a whip. 

The school was near the Arrow River 
cemetery. Up the road a few rods west, was 
Mr. McGillivary's store, where we bought 
our pencils and scrbblers. Then a Little 
further along was Mrs. J. Elliott and daught
ers Jessie and Margaret, who kept the post 
office, where we got our mail at noon each 
day. Arrow River school was also used as 
a church, half the large bookcase in the 
corner of the school was for school use and 
the other half for books of the church 
service. Teachers I remember were: Mr. 
Baldwin, Mr. Daintry, Mr. Herbert King, 
Miss Agnes Davidson and Miss Pearl Tin
line. 

by Jessie Mitchell 

I recall a story my Mother and Dad told 
of the first time they smelled skunk after 
coming to Canada. They thought a gas vein 
had broken and lifted the lid of the wood 
stove to see where it was coming from. 
Finally, someone told them about the little 
fellow with the white stripe. 

We had our ups and downs on the farm, 
but always had enough to eat - sometimes 
only potatoes and eggs, and-'eggs and pot
atoes for a change. Recently I was remin
iscing with one of my co-workers who came 
from Watrous, Sask., and when I mentioned 
the potatoes and eggs, she said, 'You were 
better off than we were - we just had 
potatoes and green tom:lto pickles". City 
people have the habit of calling a shabbily 
dressed person a "farmer" and that is when 
I lose my temper. We never had much money, 
but were able to make our own fun with 
choir practice and C.G. I. T., operas and 
operettas, in which we were very fortunate 
in having the Lynches of Miniota. We got 
free training, freely given, which city people 
would never understand. 

For years we didn't have a car. When 
there were finally a few hors.es and cattle 
to trade on something, we took a vote on 
a piano or a car. The piano won and we 
never regretted it. You can walk to town, 
but shanks pony doesn't make very good 
music. The car came later! 
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Momentoes 

by Mrs. W. Tennant, Jr. 

For many years, until Grandma Flemin!!" 
passed away in 1904, Christmaseswele mem
orable occasions, when all the Tennants, 
Flemings and the William Lelond Sr. fam
ilies gathered. In all, there were 10 Flem
ings, 11 Tennants and 11 Lelonds. Santa 
Claus always came distributing a gift to 
each child. The gifts were small but very 
much appreciated. Sometimes in the after
noon, the Jack Clark's of Isabella or the Tom 
Hamilton's would drop in and that was an 
excuse to hear Tom on the popular instru
ment of the day, the fiddle. How those families 
looked forward to those yearly gatherings! 

Excerpts from old letters from Mrs. Mar
tha.Fleming to son, John: 

July 8, 1911 

'(That big prairie fire ran over Five and 
Bagshaws last'" fall so I guess thaf spoiled 
them for berries this year." 

"We had a bad electric storm yesterday 
and last night and today again." 

"Pa sold three cars (of wheat) last night 
for 84y or somewhere around there -. The 
wheat on Bird's and Blandy's places is all 
out in head. The crops look splendid if we 
don't get hail or frost." 

"Sid and Irene were up to Miniota Sports 
on Tuesday afternoon, then PaandAuntywent 
to Hamiota Sports on Thursday. Blaris is hav
ing their picnic on July 11 and we are having 
ours at Murphy's Lake on July 12." 

September 13th, 1911. 

"We are getting along slowly but will soon 
be through cutting. I think they haven't much 
to cut now but the flax. Russell Lynch intends 
to start threshing Monday next. Rudd's are 
stacking yesterday and today. I think Cox has 
started to thresh. We haven't had any frost 
to hurt the tomato vines yet so surely the 
wheat is not frozen. We still go out every 
second or third day and pick cucumbers." 

"- about noon along comes Lorne McCon
nell with his Mother and - Lorne and Pa 

went duck shooting, Lorne got seven. -when 
they came back he took Clare and Jean and 
~argaret and Baby and lout for an auto 
nde. It runs along very nicely." 

"I don't know anything about them having 
an agent at Quadra but the trains stop some
times." 

Mother Shipton'S Phophecies 

A carriage without horse shall go, 
Disaster fill the world with woe; 
In London Primrose hill shall be 
Its centre hold a bishop's see. 
Around the world men's thoughts shall fly, 
Quick as the twinkling of an eye. 
And water shall great wonders do-
How strange, and yet it shall cornp true, 
Then upside down the world shall be, 
And gold found at the root of tree; 
Thro' tow'ring hills proud men shall ride, 
No horse nor ass move by his side. 
Beneath the water men shall walk; 
Shall ride, shall sleep and even talk; 
And in the air, men shall be seen, 
In white, in black, as well as green. 
A great man then shall come and go. 
For prophecy declares it so. 
In water iron then shall float 
As easy as a wooden boat. 
Gold shall be found in stream or stone. 
In land that is as yet unknown. 
Water and fire shall wonders do. 
And England shall admit a Jew. 
The Jew what once was held in scorn 
A house of glass shall come to pass 
In England - but alas, alas! 
A war will follOW with the work 
Where dwells the pagan and the Turk, 
The states will lock in fiercest strife, 
And seek to take each other's life; 
When north shall thus di'ide the south, 
The eagle builds in lion's mouth. 
Then tax and blood and cruel war 
Shall come to every humble door. 
Three times three shall sunny, lovely France 
Be led to playa bloody dance; 
Before the people shall be free, 
Three tyrant rulers shall she see; 
Three rulers, in succession, be -
Each sprung from diff'rent dynasty. 
Then, when the fiercest fight is done, 
England and France shall be as one. 
The British olive then shall twine 
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In marriage with the German vine. 
Men walk beneath and over stream 
Fulfilled shall be our strangest dreams, 
All England's sons that plough the land 
Shall oft be seen with book in hand. 
The poor shall now most wisdom know, 
And water wind where corn doth grow; 
Great houses stand in far flung vale, 
All covered o'er with snow and hail. 
And now a word in uncouth rhyme, 
Of what shall be in future time. 
For, in those wondrous, far off days 
The women shall adopt a craze 
To dress like men and trousers wear, 
And cut off their locks of hair. 
They'11 ride astride with brazen brow, 
As witches do on broomsticks now. 

Then love shall die and marriage cease, 
And nations wane as babes decrease. 
The wives shall fondle cats and dogs, 
And men live much the same as hogs. 
In nineteen hundred and twenty-six, 
Build houses light of straw and sticks, 
For then shall mighty wars .be plann.e_d 
And 'fire and sword shall sweep the land. 
For those who live the century through, 
In fear and trembling this will do. 
Flee to the mountains and the dens, 
Tobog and forest and wild fens-
For storms will rage and oceans roar, 
When Gabriel stands on se~ and shore; 
And as be blows his wondrous horn. 
Old worlds shall dIe ana new be born. 

FrOIn Ox to Automation 

That ornery critter, the ox, now reared only 
for his steaks, was, in pioneer times, a val
uable source of power for the transportation 
of settlers over the prairie trails and later 
to turn the virgin soil. The first Arrow 
River settler had a horse and some had mules. 
That valuable means of transportation, 
'shank's pony," must not be underestimat
~d fot H~rry Turner walked from rvIiniota 
to Rapid City to poll his vote in a federal 
election. Elections were important, heated 
affairs in those days, but the weather caused 
much concern, too, for it is reported that 
in '78 the snow was gone by the middle of 
'March, and in '84 many farmers began seed
ing the last of March. 

In the' 80' s, school, church and community 
life began with house dances, quilting bees, 
and Sunday visiting being the order of the 
day. With ten or twelve children in almost 
every home, there was no shortage of young 
~ople. 

The" gay nineties" were progressive tim
es. In 1891, the first newspaper, "The Birtle 
Eye Witness," carried our local news. If you 
passed through Birtle, your name appeared 
in the paper. Ads like" Labor saving wash
in~ machine for sale, throw out your wash
bOard ," and • Special, 4 pounds tea OR 16 
pounds sugar for $1.00," appeared in those 

papers. In 1892 hogs sold for 4\! a pound, 
and wheat for 50\! a bushel, and flour for 
$2.25 a hundredweight. Horses were being 
shipped in from Ontario by the carload. 
The practice of dehorning cattle was frown
ed on and a farmer fined for so doing. In 
1893, the Birtle Land Office closed and our 
settlers then had to go to Brandon or Minne
dosa for business. Citizens were suggesting 
herd laws be enforced and fences be put up, 
so that all children could receive an education. 
Apparently some stayed home to herd cows. 
But fencing was considered dangerous on ac
count of lightning. Advice was given to 
"ground' the fence every few rods. Trouble 
was evident in financial fields, too. 

The much talked about M. andN.W. railway 
went broke and one citizen of Miniota lost 
money when a Birtle bank collapsed. Cur
ling, cricket and football were the main 
'sports, due to the fact that so many , old 
country" folk had settled here. August har
vest excursion tickets from Ontario, cost 
$28 return, and were good for 60 days. 
Cord woOf! from the valley. was $3 a cord. 
and one of the Fathers of Confederation, Sir 
Charles Tupper, visited in the area and called 
at the Bernardo Boys Home in Russell. 

Quite a few Bernardo DOyS were taken into 
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the farm homes of this area. Toil worn hands 
tucked them and their own children into beds , 
,many with feather or straw-filled ticks, which 
itched a little until you had your 'nest' made. 
Covers were home- made quilts and comfort
ers 'batted' with home grown wool, while the 
floors of many homes were brightened with 
hand hooked rugs and braided mats. 

Two binders complete with whips. 

In 1894 Sir Wilfrid Laurier visited this area. 
250,000 young pickerel were placed in Hoop.., 
er's Lake, a serum was discovered for the 
dreaded diphtheria, McCormick binders were 
an innovation and the prize winner in the 
gophers tail competition had 2,563 tails. 
Beef steak was 8y a pound and pork· chops 
sold at lOy. This year too, special T.B. 
tests were introduced for cattle before 
being sold at a sale, and samples of French 
weed and Russian thistle were on display 
to acquaint the farmer with the latest menace. 

In 1895 women must have been rebelling 
because cheese factories and creameries 
were springing up, me first cream separators 
were sold and less dairy butter made. A bnef 
pause for a tribute to that better half the 
housewife, who milked cows; sewed fo~ the 
children; baked for the bachelors; rushed out 
as midwives; cared for the motherless left 
~. de~t~ at childbirth; preserved and pick, 
led; aIJ,d made homes if. ,wherein much of 
the material may have been lacking spiritual 
and paternal guidance was seldom' omitted. 

Ice cream freezer about 1915. 

Threshermen asked for and got a law, 
allowing them to enter the premises of a 
debtor and load on enough grain to pay the. 
threshing bill. Grain elevators were badly 
needed and W. Howard spoke out in favor of 
municipally owned elevators and fair treat
ment of farmers. Some Indians at this time 
farmed . too. In 1895 the Lizard Point 
tribe held a big pow-wow, compiete witlia 
Sun :Cance and White Dog feast. Prairie 
fires were numerous in pioneer times. with 

Sewing machine and bath tub. 
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Miniota reGordJng :3 baa one in 1896. _The 
lime kilns were hot too. selling lime lit 20y 
a bushel freshly burnea and an experIment 
in brick molding at Miniota was quite suc
cessful. 

At this time local stores gave their clerks 
a 'break' by closing at 7 p.m. every night, 
but Saturday which was farmer's night to 
shop and 'chin wag.' Women were activ~ 
in those days too. The Blaris ladies in 1896 
formed the Christian Endeavour Society with 
no further record of their work. People in -
general were taking an active interest in 
-school for this area. School vaccination was 
introduced, certificate examination for this 
area started July 7, $5 to write, were made 
available at Winnipeg, Portage and Brandon, 
but the Normal School was discontinued at 
Birtle. 

By 1897 the pioneer youths were graduat
ing as teachers, with salaries of $25 to 
$40 monthly. Many changes were coming, as 
experts advocated seed drills rather than hand 
broadcasting for spring sowing, while binders 
and steam-powered threshing outfits were 
becoming popular. As the railroad advanced, 
it opened up towns. Crandall and Miniota both 
got telegraph offices in 1900; Dr. Chalmers 
began practising; the municipality approved 
a ruling of $150. yearly to license a billiard 
table; and you could buy solid leather boo~s 
for $2.00 a pair, that would last you a 
lifetime, and thaf went for men's suits too, 
which ranged in price from $5 to $14. Many 
men wore the same suit for 20 or 30 years, 
in those days, if they had one at all. 

In 1901, Hooper's Lake was again the 
centre of attraction, when a crowd gathered 
to watch the launching of a boat, the" Violet." 
Virden made history when they made side
walks out of Manitoba cement, the first town 

Steam engine at threshing time. 

Old wooden pump and water trough. 

in the province to do so; and our neighboring 
Carlingville post office became Crandall. It 
was a bad harvest season that year, wheat 
stacking was general and threshermen quit 
December 17, without completing all the 
threshing. Prices were low in 1901, and 
'02, with milk cows selling for $30, wood for 
$3 to $5 a load, potatoes 30y a bushel, oats 
25( hay $1 to $5 a ton and eggs lOy a dozen. 

By July 1904 potato bugs were 'bugging' the 
gardeners, the farmers got 81 y for number 
one hard wheat, and that winter a real, old 
North Dakota blizzard blocked roads for a 
week and delayed trains. However, style 
conscious women were pleased to hear that 
Eaton's and Simpson's had secured building 
sites in that rapidly growing town ofW innipeg. 
There were now 31 threshing outfits at work 
in Miniota municipality but with progress 
came difficulties. The bridges were not built 
for this heavy equipment, so the council 
passed a bV-law that September. All owner~ 
of traction engines put 3 inch planks, 12 planks 
wide on bridges when crossing, or be sub-_ 
ject to $25 to $50 fine. Several bridges 
had collapsed, some with loss of life. 

Rumely engine at work in grain field. 
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Barn Raising 1912 

In 1905, the good prices, $100 fqr a cow 
and $430 for a team of horses, made fencing 
of these valuahle livestock popular. In 1906 
the local citizens were still travelling to the 
resort at Hooper's Lake which boasted about 
a dozen boats and a boat house. Miniota 
was booming with a new bridge south of the 
town and their own newspaper - The Miniota 
Herald. Isabella, to the north, opened a post 
office in 1906. In 1907, from the new site 
of Rea, W. Evans shipped the first carload 
of wheat. That year, No. 3 Northern was 
73C;. 

Then began the trek of homesteaders to 
Saskatchewan, but there was no shortage of 
farm help, some of the farmer's sons re
maining at home to take over the work 
when necessary. Wages were $2 a day for 
a man and $3.50 a day for a man and team, 
threshing. 

In 1908 rural mail boxes were installed for 
the stage route between Miniota and Birtle. 
Cars were becoming a popular luxury, Bran
don having 96, Shoal Lake and Russell six 
each. A team of nice drivers was still quite 
an asset, though. Then came the war and 
Pte. Wythe of Miniota was awarded the D.C'.M. 
on October 8, 1915. Premier Roblin I was 
having financial difficulties and bread went up 
lC; a loaf, making it 6C;. In 1916 Ford runa
bouts were advertised for $480 complete, with 
headlights and speedometer. With red and 
black rust prevalent, wheat soared to $2 

a bushel with this price holding in 1917, 
and hog~ sold from $14.85 per hundred
weight. In 1918, with the war over, the 
"boys' came home and re- settled amid a per-
iod Of Changing prices. In 1919, eggs were 
$1.00 a dozen. In 1920, suffragette Sylvia 
Pankhurst campaigned in the area and wo
men prepared to cast their votes in the 1921 
federal election. Significantly, they bobbed 
their hair and jacked up their skirts about 
this time, but not for a few years did they 
start to "wear the slacks." The Charlston 
and fox trots replaced the schottishe, 3-
step, jersey and the more daring "roll~d" 
a cigarette. Orchestras replaced the old hme 
fiddlers. The following are the sentiments as 
written by Mrs. Gwen Bell of the Blaris 
district in the 1930' s: 

One ,of the first cars. 
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Cream Cheque Fashions 
The praises may go to the duchess 
For her modish and beautiful clothes; 
And a millionaire's wife 
May spend most of her life 
Being smart from her head to her toes. 
But 1'm here to confess 
That the honors in dress, 
To my unbiased mind go to those 
The girls by the thousand, 
Who depend on the cows and 
The cream cheques, for dresses and hose. 

The first community memorial service was 
held in Miniota in 1921. A new menace, the 
wheat ste m sawfly was bad that year. Machin
ery and cars had become popular by now, 
carloads of Ford cars were coming in, selling 
for $635 each. In 1924, machinery prices 
advanced, 10%, but many fields of grain were 
nof worth cutting. Steak was 8¢, a pound, 
and pork chops 10¢. More than 60% of 'our 
farmers were "dependent" on cream and 
eggs to finance their seeding and living nec
essities. 

One expert said, "Gone forever are the days 
of 2 or 3 month's workonafarm and the rest 
of the year a holiday." 

But the age of automation was upon us, gas 
bowsers, garages and machine agencies had 
sprung up, blacksmith shops became repair 
shops. About this time the old hOrned gra
mophones with the cylinder records, and 
trade mark the little white dog, were dis
carded for radios. 

The first radios were two tube crystal 
sets complete with earphones and static; 
fallowed by the larger 4-tube. sets accom.,. 
panied by separate loud speakers, hQIns 
which were great dust catchers!iH0w embar
rassing for the poorer people when they went 
to hear the wealthy neighbors radio and be
tween howls and static, we sat staring! 
However, the betf~r' sets were soon intro
duced. 

In 1927 the speed through town was 10 
miles per hour. This, was one of the years 
that the Assiniboine River was in flood 
and Canadian pensioners received $20 a 
month. In 1928 a man north of Arrow River 
bought an LH.C. combine and swather which 
he pulled with six horses ,and tliree respec
tively! "It would never work, threshing ma
chfnes had to be sitlmg level." l'arrners had 

tractors which they used when they 'got 
behind' with their field work or for crush
ing grain etc. When money was too scarce 
to buy fuel and oat's were 6~ a bushel, horse
power was cheaper and still available be
cause, as yet, farmers had not sold their 
horses. (It is worthy of note that the swather 
mentioned above was still in use and sold for 
a good price at an auction sale in the early 
1960' s). Things looked pretty black after the 
1929 stock market crash, but brightened mo
mentarily in 1930 when the streetlightswere 
turned on. There was .excitement when that 
first mail plane was forced down in Miniota. 

Bennett Buggy 

The Dirty Thirties, well named for the 
dust storms which dimmed our skies and the 
banks ot fertile soil burying our fences and 
ditches, was the forerunner of different 
farming methods, with the discarding 
of moldboard ploughs and the introduction 
of one-way discers. The practice of burning 
stubble was condemned with the recommenda
tion of trash cover for wind control. Unem
ployment was a major problem, with freight 
trains loaded with transients, commonly 
termed 'hoboes' whose survival kit was poet
ically described thus' a hunk of punk(bread), 
a pound 0: smear (butter) and it packet of 
weed (tobacco). Many of our local boys were 

"guests of the C.N.R." To relieve the city 
bread 'lines, a government scheme was put 
into action, whereby application was made by 
the farmer for hired help. The government 
paid the farmer $5 monthly to keep the em
ployee and the latter recE:ived $5 wages. Farm 
loan companies at this time closed out hun
dreds of mortgages and a number of tele
phones were removed with the understanding 
that you should pay per call if you used 
your neighbour's phone. School van anving 
was a means at this time of payin~ for your 
phone and land taxes. Wheatwas 56y a bushel. 
Local farmers were watching with interest the 
development in the Assiniboine valley of an 
experiment with pheasant and partridges from 
imported eggs. 
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In 1932 wheat hit an all time record low 
of 32<; a bushel, but with crops failing and 
dust storms, the price of wheat had climbed 
to 67<; in 1934. In 1935, the rust year for this 
area smart farmers burned their crops, 0-
ther~ cut them and could not pay forthe twine. 
"It was jokingly suggested that every farmer 
should keep at least one dog as he never 
knew when he might have to eat it." Times 
were hard but the age of electricity was upon 
us. Electric lights were the 'luxury' longed 
for by many and in 1936 the new Hydro 
station south of Arrow River was installed 
to carry 33,000 volts of electricity. Very 
few farm homes had electrical power or wa
ter systems, a few had motor driven units, 
supplying electric light only. Money was as 
scarce as "hen's teeth." But how very for
tunate this area was to have an abundance 
of wood for fuel and wild raspberri.es, straw
berries, Saskatoons, cranberries and black 
currants, as wild fruit, while some picked 
hazelnuts by the bag in the valley. 

Wtoodsawing Bee 

1939 brought the declaration of war and 
local boys trooped off to five years of war 
and waiting. During this time, the district 
felt the pinch of rationing of such commo
dities as sugar, tea and gasoline. Some 
crossed the line to the U.S.A. to purchase 
100 pound bags of sugar in preserving time. 
For those ladies meetings, several would take 
a little "dab" of tea, to make that much 
appreciated refreshment. Shortage of labor 
and gasoline brought about the ruling that no 
gas station could be open before 7 a.m., or 
after 7 p.m., and no Sunday sales. The labor 
shortage at this time was acute. Farmers 
pooled their machinery and help, the outcome 
being the use of such labor saving machin
ery as tractor sweeps, and one man oper
ated tractor-binder units, and finally the 
swather and combine became general. Hors
es gradually disappeared, going mostly for 
fox and mink meat and the age 1)1 mechani,. 
zation gradually had emerged. Women form
ed a maJor part of the labor force, running 

Thrashing Scene 

trucks, tractors, etc. With the coming of elec
tricity in 1949, the sad irons were laid away, 
ice wells were filled in and replaced by re
frigeration, the local theatre was empty, as 
people sat glued to their T. V.' s, cigarettes 
replaced the thimble and quilting needle, fam
ilies were smaller, allowing more time for 
freedom of women. As the stores became 
stocked with all the desirable commodities 
in family sized packages, the day of the self
sufficient farm table became obsolete. 

During this period, the returned men were 
being rehabilitated, under the Veteran's Land 
Act. Many settled in this area. There was 
a revival of family life, recreation became a 
part of our community life again, with ball 
teams, curling etc., and a keen interest in 
youth activities. Much help was given by our 
local Agricultural Representative in this field 
as well as leadership in modern farming 
practices. The planting of trees, soil testing, 
experiments with seed plots, fertilizers, 
improvement of cattle breeding and feeding 
with the use of silage becoming more pre
valent. Hog breeders introduced improve
ments in this field with fmported breeds, etc. 

By the time the '60' s had rolled around, 
the results of automation, with little hired 

Sweep on front of tractor. 
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help on the farms, small families and larger 
farms, the inevitable happened! Schools be
gan tq clo,$e fQr want of students, farmers be
gan to farm fr9m ·town or take part fime 
jobs, and the number of 'Working mothers in
creased. The rural and urban population have 
intermingled, both receiving equal education
al opportunities. Unfortunately for the farmer 
experienced help is not available. With the 
increasing size of farms, farm boys are 
forced to search for other employment and, 

soaring land prices make the future for farm
ing very unpredictable. 

Although few could have envisaged the 60 
years of progress from ox to automation, this 
progress has no doubt brought much that the 
pionee rs dreamed of and struggled to achieve. 
We of this age can only say all change is not 
necessarily progress, but with progress must 
necessarily come change. 

-110-



MINIOTA SECTION 

Ariculture 

Wheatfields of Miniota 

Agricultural Society 

Horticultural Society 

Farm Organizations " .. ,," 

Rural Credit Society. 

Boys' and Girls' Clubs 

Business 

Page 

111 

114 

115 

." ... ". 115 

115 

116 

"Used-to-be-Days" (Poem) ""." ".,,"" 119 

Founding and Growth of Miniota ",," 120 

Churches 

Early Churches 

Presbyterian 

Methodist .". 

Anglican Church 

Holy Trinity W.A .. ".,," 

"Cnited Church .. 

142 

142 

143 

143 

146 

147 

L'nited Church Sunday School ......... " 151 

"Cnited Church ""omen's 
Organizations .................................. ..... 151 

Baby Band ..... 

Mission Band 

Explorers 

C.G.I.T .. " ..... " ... " .. ".""""" ... "" .... ,,",, ... 

154 

155 

156 

158 

Church Boys' Groups """.""."",, ....... """.,,. 159 

Young People's Society.""" ........ "" ..... " .... 160 

Scouts and Cubs " ..... "" ... """"".""."" .. """,,.,,. 162 

Rangers, Guides and Brownies ..... ".,," 164 

Scbools 

First School of Miniota """." .. "" .. " .. ".... 165 

Sarahville School District "" .... " ... " ... ". 165 

Miniota Consolidated School 
District .................... " .. " ........ "" ................. " .... "". 168 

Glenlochar School ......... " ........... " ............... ". 173 

Two Creeks School " ..... "" ... " .. " ... "" ............. ,, 174 

Wynona School "" ...... " ......... " .......... " ............. 175 

Lodges 

Early Lodges 176 

Knights of the Macabees .. " ..... " ........... " 176 

Knights of Pythias " ..... " ........... " .. " ............... 176 

Masonic Lodge "." .. " ..... """" ........... ,, ......... ,,""" .. 176 

Lodge Gordon S.O.E .. "" .............. " ........... ,, .. 176 

Parkissimo I.O.O.F. . .................... " .... "....... 178 

Daughters of England ... "" .................. " ... 178 

Rebeccas """ ... " ........ " ...... " .... " .. ""......................... 179 

Organizations and Societies 

Women's Institute .. """ .. " ... " ..... " .... ,, ............ 179 

A Tribute to Miniota W.I. (Poem) 182 

Golden Age Group .. " .... " .... " ......... " ............... 182 

Wynona Ladies' Club ... " ............... " .. " .......... 183 

Village Committee "." .... " ...... " ...... " " .. "......... 184 

Miniota and District Board 
. of Trade ......... " ........ "" .......... " .... " ........ "............ 18'4 

Community Centre " ........... "" ...... " ..... ",, ..... 185 

Children's Aid, Local Committee " .... 186 

Red Cross ... " ....... " ....... " .. ""..................................... 186 

Sports 

Miniota Rinks 

Curling 

Hockey 

186 

189 

190 

Carnivals ...... " .................... " .. " ......... "..................... 194 

Figure Skating " .. "." ..... " .. "." ................ "" .. " ....... 195 

Baseball ....... " ................. "......................................... 195 

Football ......... " .............. " .. " ... " .... " ...... ,,".................... 198 

Basketball .. """ ..... " .. " ...... ".""" .. ".,, .. ,, ..................... 198 

Tennis Club ....... " ............... ".................................. 199 

Other Sports and Recreation ."""".,, ... 199 

Wynona District Sports ....... "" .. " ............... 201 

Reeder Sports .............. "" .... "" ......................... ". 202 

Happy Land ......... " .............. " ........................ " .... ". 202 



Culture Manitoba Poultry and Dairy Pool ............ 211 

Miniota Band ........................................................ 203 Milk Delivery.................................................................. 211 

Dramatics ..................... ......................................... 204 Cemeteries ........................................................................... 212 

Literary Society ... ........................................... 205 'Law and Order .................................................................. 212 

Debating .................................................................. 205 Local Utilities 

Music ........................................................................... 205 Natural Gas ............................................................ 213 

Music Teachers ............................................... 207 Transfers ..................................................................... 213 

Miniota Local Hospitals and Nurses ...... 208 Sewers ........................................................................... 213 

Post Office ... ...................................................................... 209 Disasters ................................................................................. 213 

Creamery ............................................................................... 210 Floods ..................................................................... 215 

"Bits and Pieces" ......................................................... 217 



Published in Birtle Paper 
Dec. 22, 1892 

A Wheat Field 

lViiniota Wheat Fields 

A few weeks ago we took a trip through 
the wheat fields of Miniota along the Assini
boine. The country travelled over has the 
reputation of being among the best wheat 
producing areas of Maniboba. The Assiniboine 
Valley which averages about two miles in 
width furnishes a splendid run for the stock 
of the settlers which also is assuming large 
proportions. The new bridges over the river 
at Parkissimo and Mitchell's afford the 
settlers in these localities, who farm and 
ranch on both sides of the Assiniboine, great 
facilities compared with the ferries offormer 
years. The river valley and the slough bottoms 
furnish the settlers with a plentiful supply 
of prairie hay and stock of all kinds thrive 
well. 

After crossing the Mitchell bridge we first 
come to the stock farm of Warner and 
Curry (now owned and operated by Brodie 

Present valley farm of B. Currie. 
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Mr. R. Chew's ,()1ld stone residence. 

and Roy Currie) where a large herd of 
splendid cattle and several very fine speci
mens of horse flesh are found. The buildings 
are located in a very sheltered place below 
the hill with pure spring water so arranged 
as to constantly run through them. On the 
hill we find Messrs. D. and S, Gerrand's 
(now owned by Elleringtons) residences and 
other buildings of well built stone work. 
In addition to extensive grain rflising they 
carryall kinds of stock. Following up the 
river we come to the Parkissimo settlement 
where the Bissett Bros. (now owned by L. 
Draper) formerly of Birtle, are making good 
showing for the time they have been on their 
places, being engaged in mixed farming. 
Here Mr. H. Copper is putting up a new 
residence, also Mr. R. R. Chew who started 
a few years ago without capital, is putting 
up a very substantial stone residence on 
the wert side of the river. Beyond this again 
is the picturesque farm and buildings of 
Mr. H. M. Power (now owned by Stu. Taylor) 
on the slope of the hill. The Stewart Bros. 
(The farms now occupied by A. Gilchrist 
and C. Goodwin) also have land on both 

sides of the river. They, this season,threshed 
nearly 4,000 bushels of No. I wheat from 
one quarter section, which averaged over 25 
bushels per acre. A short distance down the 
river, Harry Turner (now theCharl~sBryant 
farm) each year grows a large quantity ~f 
No. 1 hard. On the hill above the bridge, the 
Rowpns (now Neil Rowan's farm) are extp.n
sive fru:.mers. Further back Messrs. S. anq 
Thos. Taylor (now operated by FrankRowan) 
go largely into grain- raising. A mile north 
we pass D. Campbell's (now J. Wien's Silver 
Bend) wheat farm, also Mr. Galley's and 
R. S. Irwin's places where the piles of straw 
would indicate that they have well filled 
granaries. Mr. Irwin, a short time before 
our visit, had five working horses shot by 
order of the district Vet to protect the stock 
of the neighborhood from Glanders. Weare 
pleased to note that his neighbors are taking 
steps to have. the municipality share the loss 
with him. 

A large portion of the wheat in this section, 
is being teamed to Elkhorn this season and 
the farmers are very anXious that something 
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be done to have the G.N.W. Central extended 
westward. With transportation facilities at 
Beulah, this part of the country would soon 
rank with the best wheat producing parts of 
Manitoba. At present teaming grain, at 40 
to 60 cents per bushel from fifteen to twenty
five miles to the nearest market, prevents 
very extensive wheat growing by most of the 
farmers. 

Coming farther north we reach the English 
settlement. Dr. Rolston, now practising in 
Elkhorn, may be considered the founder and 
many belated travellers will long remember 
the hospitality dispensed at his residence 
on the hillside in the days when passengers 
and goods for all the north country had to 
be freighted across from the C.P.R. Down 
in the valley is the ranch of G.H. Owen who 
a short time ago purchased a stock of 
horses from Moyle and Ball who are now 
ranching up in the Pelly County. A short 
distance back we find the farm of S. A. 
Lynch (now farmed by Ed. Stowe) who this 
year had over a hundred acres under crop 
mostly wheat, and A. D. Clyde (now farmed 
by George Bruce) who goes in both for wheat 
and stock. Messrs. Gurneys (now farmed 
by Howard Richardson) here are doing well 
and wi:1l make mixed farming a success. 
Messrs. Gibbon, Redknap (now farmed by 
C. Williams) Winearls ( now farmed by Bill 
Kelly) and Woodman are quietly but surely 
laying up a store for the future and we can 

safely predict that they will be among Mani
toba's solid farmers of the future. 

Near Beulah is Mr. John Reynold's who, 
last season, cultivated 100 acres with one 
yoke of oxen and makes farming pay; also 
Mr. :Cicken (now farmed by Bruce Medd) 
who has a fine herd of stock. Leaving Mr. 
Frazer's (Jack Frazer) and Beulah to the 
right we draw up at Mr. Paynter's (Muriel 
Paynter) who had this year about a hundred 
acres in crop some of which yielded over 
25 bushels per acre. A short distance west 
resides W. A. Doyle (0. Doyle) manager for 
the Miniota Insurance Co. which has attained 
a provincial reputation. Mr. Doyle has during 
the summer built a barn with stone foundation, 
sufficiently large for his fine stock of about 
50 head of cattle and horses. A feature of 
the building is the ease with which feeding 
and watering the stock can be done. 

After crossing a couple of spring creeks, 
we reach the plains near the Sioux Reserve, 
where Messrs. McBain, Buzza, T. and J. 
Bell, G. Preston, McMeans, Winter, Hepburn 
and Hooper grow the finest samples of 
Manitoba wheat. On the reserve, this year, 
the crop is lighter than usual, but with the 
increase of their stock and a fair yield of 
grain the natives are in good shape. 

Our next ramble through Miniota will 
take in the eastern part of the municipality. 

Assiniboine Valley 
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The Agricultural Society 

The Miniota Arrow River Agricultural Soc
iety, which later included Crandall .. had i!s 
beginning when a meeting was held m Blans 
School on March 28th, 1908. Directors were 
G. Rowan, Chas. Craig, Wm. Taylor, J. R. 
Lynch, Wm. Fleming, ·Dr. Chalmers, F. A. 
Campbell, John Fleming, H. A. Wilson and 
A. M. Bradford. Mr. Jesse Shire was auditor 
for the society. 

In later years this s6ciety was changed to 
the Miniota Agricultural Society. 

The first agricultural show was held in 
Miniota on August 6th, 1908. At a second fair 
held the following year, the highlight was 
the excellent display of borses and cattle, 
with prize money amounting to $1000. That 
year, to insure the' safety ot perishable 
exhibits, they were displayed in Turner's 
Hall. Marring the success of the fair some
what, was the discovery at the end of the 
day that a number of articles of fancy work 
were missing, and were presumed stolen. 

Creating much interest the same year was 
a debate, "Resolved that Intensive Farming 
is better for the welfare of man, under 
ex.isting circumstances, than Extensive Far
ming." The result was a draw. 

A department for children, with classes 

for children fifteen years and under, was 
instituted by the sodety in 1911. 

In January 1912, Mr. Crawford of the 
Manitoba Agrjcultural College gave weekly 
demonstrations and lectures on stock and 
grain judging. 

As a permanent home for the Agricultural 
Society, the rink was purchased in 1920. 
In 1922 the Miniota Herald describes the 
society as being in a "flourishing condition" . 
The following classes were open to exhibitors 
around t£J.ip time: horses aM cattle"poultry, 
men's and boys' judging, ladies' arid. girls" 
work, 'fine arts, roots, vegetables, cookery 
and dairy produce, plants and flowers. 

A horse club waS' formed as part of the 
SOCiety in March, 1924. Officers elected were: 
President - George Bruce, secretary-.treas
urer - C. Ellerington. 

During this same year the agricultural 
grounds were sold to Mr. Isaac Sararas for 
the sum of $180. A record number turned 
out for the annual meeting this year, and 
a citizen of the community promised to 
provide a gate as sorm as a decent fence 
was erected. lnsoired bv this offer. fiftv 
posts and two rolls of w·ire. both of which 
were donated, were used to fence the grounds. 

Agricultural ~O\Ciety Judging Horses. 
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In April 1925, encouraged by the Depart
ment of Agriculture in order to rid the 
country of crows, magpies and gophers a 
Gun Club was formed. Prizes were offe;ed 
by the Department. Also at the 1925 fair the 
direc~ors decided to charge 25y for each auto 
entermg the grour.ds. 

. A big. day for Miniota was the twenty
fIrst bIrthday of the Agricultural Seciety 
sponsored fairs, celebrated on July 17th 
1928. To mark the occasion all exhibitors 
were given free drinks ( the source of 
inf.ormation did not reveal the nature of the 
drmks). The lack of horses in the district 
was a big handicap in regard to holding 
fairs at this time. In 1929 the total number 
of exhibits in all classes just passed the 
960 mark. 

Owing to the Council's decision not to make 
a. grant. to the society in 1931, the fair was 
dlscontmued. For the 1931- 32 season the rink 
was. rented to the Curling Club, and a 
motIon was passed that a charge of $25.00 
be collected for the storage of school vans. 

In 1943 the rink, with the exception of 
the waiting room, was offered for sale It 
was sold in 1946. . 

Horticultural Society 

The Miniota. Horticultural Society was 
fromed in 1927. Very few records of this 
society are now available, but we have found 
the names of the following active members: 
President - Wm. Lindsay, Secretaries -
J. R. Lynch, Mrs. B. Reveley, Mrs. W. L. 
Hodnett and Robert Pell; also Mrs. Haw
thorne, Dr. Frazer, Mrs. J. A. Frazer, Mrs. 
A. B. C. Dickey, Mrs. R. D. L Wll.rren, 
Mrs. Hamlin, Mr. Titley, Mr. Baily Mr. 
Bowman, Mrs. Finkbeiner and Mr. Prentiss. 

The first Horticultural Shaw was held in 
the summer of 1928 and the reports at the 
annual meeting that fall were encouraging 
from a show standpoint, but not financially. 
There was a deficit, and the fee was raised 
from 50y to $1.00. 

The judges remarked that the quality of 
the exhibits was very high, also that the 
spaciousness of the farm .home grounds, and 
the well kept gardens made judging a pleas
ure. 

Issues of the Miniota Herald have reports 
of shows being held in the early thirties 
~d we feel that the SOCiety must hav~ 
dIsbanded soon after that. 

Farm Organizations United 
Since the earliest settlement of the west 

Farm Organizations have been formed. Som~ 
flourished, others have disappeared or been 
amalgamated. One of the earliest farm organ
izations in this district was the" Farmer's 
Institute' formed in 1903 and was a flourish
ing institution in the municipality. The chief 
officers were : President - J. T. Lynch; 
Sec. Treasurer - John Fleming Jr. 

Another organiZation was the United Grain 
Growers, which at one time used to bring in 
coal, twine, flour and other farm supplies. 
Some of the early officers in this organi
zation were Gilbert Rowan, C. Ellerington 
Sr. and Robt. Peel. 

In 1925 a Farmer's Union was formed. 
Records show the first president was Wallace 
Bonner, vice-president - A. M. Hanlin, 
secretary - H. D. Armitage, T. J. Lelond, 
outside guard. This organization flourished 
for a time and thence disappeared. 

In 1953 a local Farmers Union was formed 
in Miniota. A. Armitage was elected Presi
dent, Vice-president - C. Goodwin, Treasur
er - L. Draper. This local was quite active 
for a number of years but is now inactive, 
although many farmers still retain member
ship. 

Rural Credit Society 

The Rural Credit Society was formed in 
1920. 

Mr. Murray from the Department of Ag
riculture outlined the aims and objects of 
the Society. Each member was to take stock 
of one hundred dollars, and his liability was 
limited to the amount of his subscribed 
stock. The Provincial Government was to 
take stock to an amount equal to half that 
subscribed by individual members, and the" 
municipality was to take stock to the same 
amount as the Government. This subscribed 
stock formed a guarantee fund as the ~sis 
for credit, and the society was enabled to 
secure credits for its individual members 
to a total of many times the amount of 
subscribed stock. 

Representing the council were: D. J. Hill, 
W. Lindsay and J. R. Lynch. Representing 
the farmers were: G. Rowan, C. Ellerington 
and J. Webster. 
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Miniota Boys' and Girls' 
Clubs 

Boys' and Girls' Clubs 
Canning Dem,o.nstration 

Zelia Cornish, Gladys Watts, and Myrtle 

.. Conway "First Provincial Winners" 

The first Boys' and Girls' Clubs in Miniota 
were organized by Principal Coleridge in A
pril 1915, with thirty members. The girls' 
work consisted of sewing, baking and canning. 
Boy's work was farm mechanics, raising of 
pigs and poultry and growing corn and 
potatoes. The officers were: Hon.orary Presi
dent - F. E. Coleridge; Honorary Vice 
P'tesident - W. Evans; President - Charlie 
Evans; Secretary - Marjorie Cottingham, 
Treasurer - Mabel Lindsay. The club wlis 
accepted by the Manitoba Agricultural Col
lege. 

During the next three years we have no 
records as our editor enlisted in the services 
and no paper was published. 

In 1919 a Boys' and Girls' Club Fair was 
held at Miniota School. 

In 1920 Gladys Watts, Myrtle Conway and 
Zella Cornish under the leadership of Mrs. 
T. Stewart and Mrs. T. A. Neelin, won 
first place in the canning competition in 
Inspector Neelin's Division, and competed 
again in Winnipeg where they were guests 
of the T. Eaton Co. for a week. That year 
the Royal Bank donated silver and bronze 
medals for first and second prize winners 
in anyone competition chosen by the club. 

In 1921 the same girls formed a Hot Lunch 
team with Mrs. A. Coultry as leader. The 

next year these girls represented Miniota at 
Winnipeg, putting on a demonstration which 
included cooking and public speaking. They 
won second place in the Province and were 
awarded a silver medal each. 

In 1923 Miniota Boys' and Girls' Clubs 
were formed under the Department of Ed
ucation, and were supported by the Mun
icipality, School Board and private individ
uals. They consisted of canning food, sewing, 
pig clubs, etc. Miniota won prizes but did 
not win a trip to Winnipeg. In the sewing 
club exhibits at fairs Miniota was in the 
honor list (over 90 credits) with 97 ex
hibits. 

In 1932 club work was again under the 
Extension Service of the Department of 
Agriculture with Dairy, calf and potato clubs 
added. 

In 1934 a sewing club was formed. Sewing 
leaders were Mrs. A. M. Hanlin and Mrs. 
P. C. Watts. Knitting leaders - Mesdames 
W. Berwick, P. C. Watts and Wm. Taylor. 
This club operated approximately three 
years. 

In 1944 a girls' sewing 'club was formec 
with Mr:s. P. C. Watts and Mrs. Myers as 
leaders. This was the original" Merry Stit
chers' sewing club, a name which remained 

First Miniota Merry Stitchers Sewing 
. Club, 1945 

Dorothy Ellerington, Ida Rowan, Melba 
Howard, Mu~iel Collier, Evelyn Moor'e, Mae 
Sparks, Murrel Ho.ward Joy 1V1yers Sheila 
Hurlin, Dorothy Nankiville, Marie' Nanld
ville, Mrs. Myers, Mrs. P. C. Watts. 
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with the sewing clubs until 1963. This club 
was active for five years, and was one of 
the top clubs in the province. 

In 1951 the Miniota sewing club became 
a 4-H club under the leadership of Mrs. 
Bjornson, who carried on until she left 
Miniota in 1953. The following is a brief 
account of the achievements of this club 
up to date: 

Leaders: 1951-1953 Mrs. Bjornson, Assis
tant, Miss F. Gendreau; 1953-1958 Mrs. Han
lin, Assistant, Mrs. O. Blaich; 1958-1964 
Mrs. O. Blaich, Assistant, Mrs. W. McKen
zie; 1964 to date Mrs. L. Draper. 

Since this club was organized the members 
have had a high rate of awards for individual 
work and championships for team work and 
mar~hinq: at their local rallies. 

outstanding awards: 
1956 - Myrna Barrett won an exchange trip to 

Minnesota for outst::mding club work. 
1959 - Betly Johnson won a trip to Alberta 

for outstanding leadership. 
1960 - Championship for marching at Brandon 

Interprovincial Rally. 
Mrs. Blaich was awarded a trip to 

Alberta for outstanding leadership. 
1961 - Reserve Championship for marching 

at Brandon. 
1963 - Joan Lelond was crowned Queen at 

Brandon. 
Kathy Hanlin and Joan Lelond received 

the Reserve Championship for their 
demonstration at Brandon, and were 

Reserve Champions at Winnipeg. 
Diane Williams won the exchange 
trip to British Columbia for out-

standing club work. 
Joan Lelond won a $600 scholarship 

to University for outstanding club work. 

1966 4-H Club 
Top Row: Mrs. Wadham (leader), Pat Wiens Maria Doherty, Mona Morton, 
aonnie Bunn, Pat Kostenuk, Donna Horner, L'inda Goodwin, Betty Kosteniuk. 
2nd Row: Sharon Attwood, Noreen Wadham Sharon Bryant, Pat Taylor, Beth 
Taylor, Lucille Goodwin, Cheryl Thompson, Mrs. Draper (leader), 
3rd Row: Mrs. E. Thompson (leader), Debby Richardson, Heather Thompson. 
Margaret Dales, Shirley Armitage, Diane Argue, Donna Bohrn,. 
Seated: Carol Armitage. Debby Gilchrist, Arlene Lelond, Helen 'INythe, Pat 
Eastuke, Terry Eastuke, Sheila Bryant. . 
Missing: Linda Stewart, Jerry Taylor, Janet Hanlin, Rita Hanlin, Barbara 
Joseph. 
Leaders Missing: Mae Bohrn. Anne Czubaty, Lorna Rowan, Sandra Nash, 
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1964 - Kathy Hanlin won an exchange trip 
to North Dakota for outstanding club 

work. 
Mrs. W. McKenzie was awarded a 

"Know Manitoba Bette r" trip for out
standing work as a leader. 

Diane Williams and Shona Lelond 
were Reserve Champions with their 

demonstration at Brandon, also were 
in the Red Ribbon group at Winnipeg. 

The following girls have been awarde'd gold 
watches: Myrna Barrett - 1956, Betty JOhnson 
- 1959, Diane Williams - 1962, 1963 - Joan 
Lelond, Linda Goodwin - 1965. 

In 1964 more projects were added to the 
club, and the name was changed to ' The 
Merry Homemaker's Club' . This year -
1966 - the membership is thirty seven, the 
largest up to this time. 

Boys' Clubs 

In 1947-48 some Miniota boys were mem
bers of the Arrow River seed club under the 
leadership of Mr. John Tennant. This club 
only operated for two years. Most of the 
members then joined the Tractor Club of 
which Gordon Long was leader, with Earl 
Johnson and Percv Watts as instructors. The 
first president of this club was Bob Bonner 
and the secretary was Russell Howard. In 
1952, as a member of this club, Alfred Blaich 
was awarded the Manitoba and Ontario Imp
'lement Dealer's Association Scholarship of 
fifty dollars. 

Mr. Bailey, Agricultural Representative, 
organized the first Potato Club in Miniota 
in 1953 with Alfred Blaich as leader for five 
years. Mr. Martin Powell then took over as 
leader for the next three years with Mrs. 
Vern. Lelond as assistant. Mrs. Lelond be
came leader when Mr. Powell retired, and 
kept the club operating for one more year. 

Mr. Bailey organized the first Beef Club 
in 1954 with a membership of eight. 

Leaders were: 
1954 - 57 John Wythe Jr. 

1958 - 64 Jack Hanlin 
1964 (22 members) Jack Hanlin, Larry 
Walker, Murray Peel, Alvin Johnson, Mrs. 
D. Lelond and Mrs. V. Lelond assisted with 
public speaking and demonstrations. 
1965 (25 members) Jack Hanlin and Rae 
Moore, with Mrs. D. Lelond aSSisting. 
1966 (25 members) Larry Walker with 
Mrs. D. Lelond assisting. 

Awards Won: 
Gold watches: Murray Peel and Garry Lelond. 
Centennial Award: Mac Lelond - Trip to 
Ontario. Gary Lelond - Trip to South Dakota. 
Public Speaking: Ross Lelond and Mac Lelond 
both won the cup for public speaking on 
different occasions. 

In 1960 Murray Peel exhibited the Reserve 
Grand Champion steer aUhe ManitobaWinter 
Fair, and Murray Peel and Danny Argue 
showed Grand Champion calves at Rally Day. 

The cJub also had Grand Champion displays 
on two occasions. 

-::- H Clubs have played a big role in the 
improvement of this district, and have been 
accepted as part of rural living. 

Beef Club Members. Judging. 
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The Used- To- Be Days 

In a small country village a stranger 
appeared, 

He saw, he stayed, and was glad; 
He liked the surroundings and folk that 

he met, 
But something there was, made him sad. 
Wherever he went folks spoke of the 

past -
Of a 'used -to-be', wonderful state, 
Of wonderful sports days that 'used

to- be' grand, 
Of ball teams, hockey teams, football 

and band, 
Oh, really, they 'used-to-be' great! 

Be fair to ourselves and the stranger 
who came, 

For like him there'll be many of such. 
If everyone helps and we all play the 

game, 
Yesterday's 'used-to-be' wonderful day 
Can today be bettered by much. 

Then think Of tomorrow as older you 
grow-

As to grandkin you boast of the past. 
Oh, that gap in the years - and it stays 

there, you know, 
As shame-faced you face them, it comes 

home at last, . 
Of how, had you helped more, and joined 

in the fun, 
Yesterday's 'used- to-be' state would be 

done. 

So let's pull together and work for 
today, 

And plan for tomorrow - it's not far 
away, 

And time will be fuller .. no years will 
be dead, 

There are good years behind, but better 
ahead. 

-Charles R. Bryant 

I, Charles Bryant, found myself, after 
working with a panel of four early comers, 
more than repaid for any small efforts in
volved by seeing the eager enthusiasm kindled 
again, mixed with a certain nostalgia, as 
they recalled early days, their work, hard
ships and sacrifices in the construction of 
former and more recent public buildings. 

The. panel met for four afternoons and 
evenings at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Horner. Assising each other in their efforts 
to recall events and dates from the past were 
Mr. and Mrs. Horner, Mr. J. E. (Ted) 
Rowan~ and his sister Mrs. Graves (Ida 
Rowan) and myself, Chas. R. Bryant. 

We would ask the readers not to be too 
critical should they feel that some of the 
history may not be exactly correct, but 
rather realize that we have been collect
ively sadly remiss in not having attempted 
to record our history at an earlier period 
when details were clearer in our minds, and 
when many more of our pioneers were still 
with us. 
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The Founding and Growth 
of Miniota Village 

The village of Miniota was founded in 1899 
upon the completion of what was known as 
the Hamiota extension. It ·was named after 
the eXising municipality, which earlier had 
been called Miniota, an Indian word meaning 
, plenty water' , referring to the Assiniboine 
River. A source of pleasure to those who 
have lived in and visited Miniota through 
the years, has been the beautiful Assiniboine 
Valley, close to whose banks the village is 
situated. 

The story of the beginning years of a 
town's history will naturally tell of the early 
residents and the businesses that were estab-, 
lished. 

However, prior to this, several little count
ry stores, so important to the pioneers of 
this district, are worthy of mention. Prob
ably the first general store in the area was 
built in 1880 on the S.W. 1/4 of 13-14-27, 
by George H. Rowswell. The following is 
taken from an account of the early days 
written by Gilbert Rowan: "George Rows
well bought a yoke of oxen, a wagon, two 

Red River carts drawn by four Shaganapi 
ponies, and loaded them with sugar, salt, 
flour, a few sacks of bran and shorts, oat
meal, small windows, door latches, barrels 
packed with patent medicines, castor oil, 
salts, magnesia, cream of tartar, etc. and 
left Winnipeg for these parts. 

'In 1890 a small store was started by John 
Steuart on his farmstead. A grocery delivery 
route, with Bob Andrew as driver, was 
operated by Mr. Steuart to serve the Two 
Creeks area. A second store, built by J. 
Steuart in 1895, was situated on the S.E. 
1/4 of 1-14-27 close to the cemetery. 

The c.P.R. roadbed arrived in 1899, and 
the station was completed early in 1900. 
The first agent was .J. N. Clinton. The 
opening of a telegraph office in the new 
station later that same year, was an import
ant event in the village history. Three of 
Miniota's first trainmen were: M. Gammon, 
C. Elvis and T. Graafstra. Gus Anderson 
was the first sectionforeman, and H. Learning. 

Founding and Growth of Miniota Village 
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Miniota C.P.R. Station 
Left '1;0 Right: Jack Eastuke Walter 
Long, J. McLean. • 

W. Hunter and H. Raymer were the first 
wipers or watchmen. 

Th.e transformation of farm land to village 
contmued when A. E. Aspinwall, a piano 
tuner, and Tom Miner, a carpenter, erected 
the first houses. Incidentally, Mr. and Mrs. 
Aspinwall were the proud parents of Miniota' s 
first baby, and, you've guessed correctly -
she was named «'Miniota" 

George Biggs, an Englishman, built a house 
on Assiniboine Ave., at which English im
migrants congregated. This home, a bit of 
old England, was dubbed "No. 10 Downing" . 
It was later sold to Alex Lindsay for use 
as a milk house, and continued to be called 
No. 10. Following the sale of his first 
house, Mr. Biggs built a larger and better 
No, 10 Downing on the south side of Sarah 
Ave. which is at the present time occupied 
by the Jack Frasers. 

For the next few years the village grew 
rapidly. 1900 witnessed the establishing of 
many businesses as well as the building of 
new homes. John Steuart's store built in 
1895, was brought into town by ineans of 
cable, capstain, and rollers, which were 
ope!,ated by a horse. During the moving, 
busmess went on as usual. After spending 
the winter on the site of the present rink 
the store continued on its way, and came to 
rest on Railway Ave. Arthur Ross, a former 
clerk in the store, purchased the business 
and c~rried a complete line of dry goods: 
grocenes and hardware. In April 1907 
ladies' spring auto caps, latest styles and 
shapes with chiffon veil attachments were 
advertised by A. Ross & Co. Andrew 'Mason 
followed as proprietor of this store. 

Dr. Chalmers and Mr. F. Clarke. Interior of old Drug Store. 
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Dr. Robert Kennedy Chalmers, who was 
to become one of Miniota's most beloved 
citizens, arrived from Beulah in 1900 to 
carryon his profession, and to operate a 
drug store in the front room of the Fraser 
home. In 1903 the Miniota Drug Store, the 
outside walls of which were constructed of 
lime and sand, was erected. For a number 
of years the upstair rooms served as living 
quarters and lodge rooms. At the rear of 
the store was the Doctor's office. It was 
not only to seek medical advice that people 
came to see Dr. Chalmers. He was always 
eager to listen and to talk over problems 
relating to school matters, politics, etc. 
The doctor's work in this building ended 
when one wall of the store gave way on 
the evening of June 21, 1949. Two days 
later a gang of workmen reduced the building 
to a mass of rubble as a safety measure 
to the public. All surgical appliances and 
contents of the store were moved to the 
rooms over the present Barrett Store, where 
Doctor Chalmers carried on until the time 
of his death not long afterwards. 

In 1951 Dr. S. E. Bjornson came with his 
wife to start a practice in Miniota. His 
office and drug store were contained in the 
building now owned by Joe Poppel. Since 
Dr. B;ornson's departure, the resident s of 

Drug Store crumbling. 1949 

this area have been served by doctors from 
Hamiota, Birtle and Virden. 

With the coming of the railroad, hauling 
grain long distances with oxen and horse 
became a thing of the past for most of the 
district farmers. By 1903 there were three 
elevators, the Winnipeg Elevator, Lake of 
the Woods and Ross and Howard. Mr. Jor
dison was Miniota's first grainbuyer. In 1910 
the Maple Leaf Elevator was built, and op
erated until it was bought in 1929 by the 
Federal Grain Ltd. It was sold to the Lake 
of the Woods in 1944 and converted into an 
annex. A new elevator was built in 1952 
and the first load of grain was rolled on to 
the scales by Fred Foster. This elevator 
was taken over by the Miniota Co-operative 
Association in 1960. The first Board of Dir
ectors was: president - J. Morton, vice
president - C. W. Ellerington, secretary-
Gordon Long. The first grainbuY,er was Ross 
Ferguson. A new modern home, now occu
pied by Jim Henderson was later built by 
the Association for future buyers. The Ross 
& Howard elevator was purchased by the 
Manitoba Ee1evator Commission in 1912, and 
taken over by the Grain Growers Grain Com
pany in 1913. In 1917 this company became 
the United Grain Growers and continued to 

Or. R. K. Chalmers 
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operate until 1927 when the elevator was 
demolished. 

Who would guess that two houses, now 
occupied by J. Dickie and Lou Lelond on 
the corner of Sarah Ave. and Second St., 
were once combined in the form of a fun
niture store? It was operated by F. S. Booth, 
who also engaged in undertaking, uphols
tering, picture framing, etc. and was agent 
for New Goderich sewing machines and 
Doherty organs. 

No doubt the bachelors welcomed the Laun
dry which was operated in the early 1900' s 
by Tom Lee. The story was that he damp
ened clothes by mouth. His prices were: 
~hir.ts, 2 for 25\:' sheets, 2 for l5y, night 
shirts, 1M, socks, per pair, 10YII) pillow' 
cases and towels, each 5Y. Business couldn'·t 
have been too brisk, because he was found 
dead in hi <; shop, reportedly from starvation. 
Several other Chinese laundrymen followed 
Mr. Lee. 

" Unde I' a spreading chestnut tree, the 
village smithy stands." The chestnut tree 
was missing, but a familiar sight in the 
early days was a smithy, clad in his leather 
apron, busy at his anvil. The first blacksmith 
was James Boyce, who catered to the pioneers 
in his shop on the N. E. 1/4 of 30-13-26. 
In the summer of 1900RobertSangcamefrom 
Beulah and established his blacksmith busi
ness on the corner of Railway A venue and 
3rd street. He was followed by H. Hockin, 

Jim Henderson - present grainbuyer 

who also carried on a wood repairing trade. 
In the same year Robert Hawthorne started 
blacksmithing in a shop built by himself and 
Tom Miner on the north side of Rowan 
Avenue. "No specialities; every branch a· 
speciality' was his motto. The public hall 
over the shop was known as Miner's Hall. 
n was here that many plans concerning 
Miniota's future were made, and early court 
sittings were held. Long to be remembered 
by those who heard her, was a concert 
presented in Miner's Hall by the Indian 
poetess, Pauline Johnson. Still another black
smith shop was built in 1907 on Assiniboine 
Avenue by Robert Thompson. Some years 
later he purchased the Bob Hawthorne 

Early Elevators 
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Tom Rollo standing in front of his black
smith shop. 

building, . and carried on. )lis !;JUsiness of 
shoeing horses, sharpening saws, etc. The 
next operator, Dan Lucyk,' was followed by 
Tom Andrushuk. In 1955 Jack Stowe became 
the owner, and his son George, operated 
a welding and blacksmithing business. The 
present owner, Tom Rollo, after six years 
of working in the original building, moved 
his equipment to a newly-built shop at the 
rear. With the dismantling. of the 65 year 

old shop, a landmark of the early days 
disappreared. 

The Birtle Eye Witness had this to say 
in the August issue, 1901: "Miniota, for less 
than a two year old town, hanicapped by 
a crop failure in its first year, has become 
quite a trade centre, with business rivalry 
in almost all lines. Several new concrete 
residences are under way; the Presbyterians 
are building a church; a market scale has 
been put down, and there is an enterprise 
in collective and public undertakings of 
various kinds that put to shame many towns 
of a dozen or score years start." 

George Rowswell, already mentioned, sold 
his first store to G. Marsh, who in turn 
sold to J. Taylor, F. Breen and D. Fraser. 
In 1901 these three men built a general store 
on the corner of Rowan Ave. and Miniota 
Road, and carried on there until it was 
destroyed by fire about two years later. 

Following the fire a fine new business 
block, with a stone basement, was built 
by 'David Gerrand. Here he carried on a 
hardware business until it was bought by 
J. L. Evans. At this time, Sam Shier worked 
for Mr. Evans as an undertaker. In 1907 
Mr. Evans sold out to the Manitoba Hardware 

Manitoba Hardware and Lumber Co. Store, following 1907. 
Wo Lelond, Geo. Ctollby, Joe Horner, J. L. Evans, and Miss Balantyne 
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Miniota Hardware and Lumber Co. Store 
From left: Mr. J. W. Hornel'. Mr. R. RolI
-ins and Les Horner. 

and Lumber Company. Two years later this 
company bought the Imperial Elevator and 
Lumber business, which had been operated 
for a number of years by George Cornish. 
Managers under the -ownership were: D. 
Gerrand, H. Chapell, J. L. Evans, and J. W. 
Horner. For many years Mr. Horner, as well 
as being manager, was the undertaker for 
this area. The name was chnged in 1932 
to the Miniota Hardware & Lumber Co. with 
Ross Rollins as manager. Changing hands 
again in 1945, this store was taken over 
by the Miniota Consumer's Association. 

Another of the early businesses, that of a 
restaurant and bake shop, was established 
by Mrs. McLeod and sons on Rowan Ave. 
In 1902 it was sold to Rev. William Hodnett, 
who with his family lived in the rooms 
above the store. A son, William, operated 
a dry goods and grocery store for many 
years. In 1925 it became a United store. 
I.,indley, who had assisted his father for 
several years, assumed ownership in 1947. 
After several years as an employee, in 1952 
Milburn McKenzie became a partner in the 
business which was known as Hodnett & 
McKenzie. In 1962 the Miniota Consumer's 
to-operative purchased from the above 
owners, and two years later moved to the 
store mentioned in the preceding paragraph. 
The interior was remodelled to make room 
for hardware, dry goods and groceries. Amal
gamation with the Birtle Consumers Co-op
erative on December 1st, 1966 resulted in the 
new name for the local store, that of Miniota 
Twin Valley Co-operative Ltd. 

General St,o.re of W.L. Hodnett Miniota, 
Man .. 1903 

W. L. Hodnett, his son Lindley, and Clerk 
Ivy Richardson. 

Staff at the Co-op Store. 
From I~ft: C. Stowe, Mrs. N. Lel,()lnd, M. 
McKenzIe, Mrs. G. Angell, A. Weselak. 

-125 -



J. B. Currie and employee Ken Armitage. 

Miniota, being the centre of one of the 
besf and most successful farming districts 
in Western Manitoba, naturally attracted 
many implement dealers. Partners S. Hunter 
and Edward Stout erected one of the first 
business premise::; in the new village. They 
carried a full line of farm machinery, in
cluding McCormick Harvesters, John Deere 
plows, Sylvester seeders, Canada Carriage 
Co. buggies, American Abell threshing mac
hines and Melotte cream separators. In 1911 
this business was taken over by William and 
David Hunter. In advertising buggies for 
sale the advertisement said, ,. Have 'you a 
SWeetheart? We can make the course of true 
love run smoothly without any jolts". The 
firm of D. J. Fraser and T. P. Hodnett was 
formed in the early years. It dealt in ag
ricultural implements, including the celeb
rated Frost-Wood binders, mowers. disc 

Miniota Hotel. Miniota. Man. Built in 1901. 

harrows, drills, and rakes; Rock Island 
plows; Armstrong buggies, wagons, sleighs 
and cutters. Parker and Schofield were among 
the early dealers for Deering. Agents for 
Oliver, Allis- Chalmers, Minneapolis'" Moline 
and New Holland have been active through the 
years. R. Sang's shop was later occupied. 
by C, Boyce, followed by Anderson Broso 
In addition to their implement bUsiness they 
sold lumber, cream separators and washing 
machines, This was known as the' Cockshutt 
Co!'ner". The opposite end of the street 
was called the" Massey Corner", following 
the erection of a building there for Massy
Harris agents, two of the first being Bob 
and Charlie Andrew. Successive Massey 
agents were: W. J. Boyce, J. G. Living
stone, J. R eddon, T. Stewart, P. Watts, W. 
Hurlin, W. A. Barrett and J. B. Currie. 
Mr, Hurlin sOld the building and lot to P. 
Scutt in 1946 and. two or three years later 
it was dismantled by Charlie and Tom 
Ellerington. A fine new Massey-Ferguson 
shop was built in 1950 by Brodie Currie, 
directly east of the site of the old building. 

The Miniota Hotel, the "House that made 
Miniota Famous," was originally a cheese 
factory. It was brought from a location 
north west of Arrow River to a new home 
west of Sang's shop, by Harry Turner in 
1901. An early write-up of Miniota in the 
Western Home Monthly said this of the new 
hotel: ' Although the Miniota Hotel is not. as. 
pretentious as hostelry as is to be found 
in many of the western towns, yet the tired 
traveller finds rest and comfort there." 
The story is told of a spotter who came to 
the hotel and said to Mr. Turner," I hear you 
keep whiskey here." "My good man, we 
don't keep whiskey here: we drink it," was 
the proprietor's reply. Later owners of 

Fred Bryant - Cafe and Furniture Store 
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Present Miniota Cafe with proprietor, 
Mike Borden. 

this hotel were: Geili"ge Yee Gee, R M. 
Davis, A. J, Leland (during which time 
Tommy Dean and his dog Spot were very 
much in evidence), George Shing, Fred Bry
ant, who also ran a furniture store, P. Hain
es, Michael Koch, and the present owner, 
Mike Borden. Ten 0' clock each week morn
ing finds the stools at" Mike's Emporium" 
pretty well occupied, as businessmen, van 
drivers and theii' friends gather there for 
coffee. 

A second hotel, the Palace, was built in 
1902 by Jack Haney for Mrs. J. MacPher-

Mrs. J, E, MacPherson, first proprietor, 
Palace Hotei. 

son, who prior to this had served meals 
in the back of Sang's blacksmith shop. Mrs. 
MacPherson, a widow with a family of small 
children, lived in the hotel, and became its 
first proprietess. Situated on Railway Ave. 
N., this hotel had many owners through the 
years, some being: R. Faulconer, Gautier, 
T. Hanna, F. Strome, N. Chang, who re
named it ' Somerset House," A. Ross, who 
operated a' first class hostelry" with rates 
at $1.00 per day, E, Warrener, E. Hunter 
and Mrs. E. Learn in 1910. During the night 
of November 5, 1915 a fire destroyed all but 
four of the business places on Main St. The 
Palace Hotel was completely burned. 

Commercial Hotel 

A dwelling house, built on Railway Ave. S. 
by Fred Thompson, became the Commer
cial Hotel in 1912, and was managed by 
W. H. Durnbrell, followed by Mr. and Mrs. 
A. Learn. In 1924 It was taken over by 
Joseph Learn. During these years a dentist, 
Dr. Miles of Birtle, and optometrists, John 
Arklie and George Gabel of Virden worked 
in the Commercial Hotel to serve the Miniota 
district. 

Min/ota Motor Hotel with proprietors Joe 
and Alex Czubaty and employee M. Steuart. 
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In 1963 Joe and Alex CzubatybuHt the Minio
ta Motor Hotel which is located on the west 
side of Highway 83. The building boasts a 
beverag~ room, a restaurant and a number of 
single and double units. Travellers commend 
this motel for its splendid accomodation. 

Every small town in those early times 
contained one or more livery, feed and sale 
stables. One of these was built and owned by 
Gautier and operated by Herbert Clark. A 
short while later this building was destroyed 
by fire Rob8rt Andrew. who conducted one of 
the best livery barns in North Western Man
itoba, started his business east of McLeod's 
store in 1901. A later addition made it one of 
the" most commodious in the district west of 
Minnedosa." It was equipped with good horses 
and all kinds of single and double rigs and 
democrats. He hired expert drivers, of which 
Ed. Burrows was one. "No job is too big for 
us," read one of theirfirstads. Farmerswho 
had brought in foot warmers, stones and 
bricks to keep their feet warm, found them 
heated for the return journey. A single horse 
stand was priced at 15<;, a team at 25<; and 
feed 25<;. B. Whitney, R. McKenzie, Bob 
Hawes, Tom. Stewart, James Warren, and 
lastly, George Grant followed as operators 

Livery Barn - George Grant 

of this business. Mr. Grant, who became own
er in 1913; dismantled the old building in 
1931, and rebuilt a larger barn, which at 
the present time is used to house the muni
cipal road machinery. In 1913, in advertising 
his business, Mr. Grant said, "Feed and 
Livery - We Never Sleep." Because offailing 
health, he retired in 1949. With the coming 
of the automobile the poor old horse stepped 
down as a means of transportation and livery 
barns became pretty much a thing of the past. 

However, horse drawn drays were a fa
miliar sight until a few years ago. R. Andrew 
and G. Grant combined draying with their 
livery businesses, but others who looked 
after the delivering of freight and express 
were J. Parker, Pickard Bros., J. Robin
son, Tom McCheyne, Mr. J ollev and his 
son, Wilf, C. Darker, I. Sparks and Charlie 
Rowan. With the arrival of the C.P.R.train 
twice a week, Charlie's dray, loaded with 
packages and children, made its rounds 
through the town. This delivery is now made 
with a smart truck belonging to Jack Eas
tuke. Doug. Collier looks after the deliver
ing of coal. 

In 1909, before Miniota had a resident 
veterinary surgeon, G. Phillip Hayter came 
from Hamiota once a week to serve the dis
trict. Dr. Pilkey came in 1913 and had office 
space in the Massey-Harris Implement shed. 
Dr. W. A. Harron and Tom Lancaster were 
among others who ministered to the veteri
nary needs of horse owners. 

Draymen; W. Jolley, C. Darker 

John Parker operated the Miniota Flour and 
Feed Store where Pat Dale's house now 
stands. It is said that cement blocks were 
made here and used in the foundation for the 
old Spalding and Forsyth homes. This in
dustry, some sixty years later, is carriedon 
by Tom Andrushuk. Tom purchased the for-
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""" MtMl.nTAc Of',nrl(' 

Miniota Block and Tile opera'ted by T. 
Andrushuk. 

mer creamery south of town and established 
the Miniota Block and Tile. The blocks used 
in the basement walls of the new manse were 
among the first to be made here. 

John Parker's store was moved and reno
vated in 1908, and with added changes through 
the years it has become the pretty church 
on Louisa Ave. that we know today as Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church. The Presbyterian 
church, later to become the present United 
Church, was built in 1903 and a new manse 
soon took its place beside the church. This 
manse was sold in 1966 and a modern six 

Old Miniota Hall 

room dwelling place erected on lots near the 
Elementary and High schools. The present 
minister, Rev. Jack Nield, his wife and twins 
were the first occupants of the new manse. 
The Methodist congregation welcomed a place 
of worship in 1901. Their church, which in 
later years was used for a school and for 
Lodge meetings, was built in the south end of 
the village with the house now belonging to 
the George Dibblees, serving as the manse. 

A fine new hall replaced Gautier's llvery 
barn on the corner of Stewart and 3rd SL 

Famolls Drop Curtain, Miniota Hall 
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Harry Turner, in 1906, built and owned Turn .. 
er's Hall, later called the Miniota Hall, and 
at the present time the Community Centre. 
This hall filled a very real need in the rapid
ly growing village. Rev. Thomas, the Anglican 
minister, was offered the first use of the new 
structure for the presentation of a Grand 
Concert. A house warming ball was given by 
Mr. and Mrs. Turner in December of that 
year. Wishing to make this an up~ to- date 
Opera House, a stage was built and wings 
erected. The famous drop curtain, of which 
mention is still made, was painted and hung 
by R. Purvis. Ten feet were added to the 
south of the hall, making possible extra stage 
room and dressing rooms. At a bachelor's 
ball, soon after its opening, dancing continued 
until 5 a. m. In 1920 the hall was purchased 
by Messers Hodnett and Spalding from Mrs. 
A. Turner. It was sold in 1946 to the com
munity centre. Many improvements have been 
made from time to time, Velour drapes re~ 
placed the old drop curtain; a hardwood floor 
was laid and kitchen facilities made avail
able. Through the years this central meeting 
place has been the scene of many gatherings 
-: showers. farewells. dances, concerts, 
meetings and banquets have all been held 
here. 

The Municipal Hall when built in 1910, 
was a one storied building. Several years 
later a second floor was added and rented 
as living quarters. The Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Municipality and the Councillors wel-

Secretary-treasuI'et' Ed. Spalding and steno Q 

gr'apher, Mrs. Les Lelond. 

comed a permanent place in which to hold 
their meetings. Many of the School Board 
meetings are held in this Municipal Hall. 

Many of the pioneer women, no· doubt, 
did their own painting, paperhanging, etc. 
But for those who wished to call in outside 
help, there were a number of men ready to 
do the job. Enos Ayers was one of the ear
liest.. others were: Robert Purvis, George 
Mappm, E. A. Hunt, Campbell & Cartwright 
(whose .ad read, "painting, paperhanging, 

Illtei'ior of J. D. Focsyth's sto.'e (built f0liowi('9 til", 'jlt15 fire.) 
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scrubbing, yard cleaning - you haven't a job 
that will stick us."), W. Breen, Jim Smith, 
Payne Bros. and Syd. Rapley. 

Also making life easier and more interest
ing for women threugh the years have been 
the dressmakers, of which Mrs. N. Stafford 
and Mrs. McKann were two; the milliners, 
Mrs. Broadhurst and Miss B. l!rice, andW. 
Martin and E. D. MitChell who in 1908-
09 cleaned and pressed clothes. 

In 1903 Maley's grocery store was built on 
Railway Ave. and sold toJ. D. Forsyth in 
1905. It was operated as a grocery, confec
t10nery and bake shop for many years. Bread, 
pasteries, wedding cakes and various types 
of decorated cakes were expertly turned out 
by the baker, Bob Drennan, who was em
ployed by Jim Forsyth. Jim Stevens suc
ceeded Bob Drennan as baker. In 1915, Mr. 
Forsyth's ad. read: "Owing to the rise in the 
price of flour, I will raise the price of bread 
to four loaves for 30~." Forsyth's store was 
well known in the early years for its ice 
cream parlor; nowhere else did ice cream 
taste quite so good. Mr. Forsyth rebuilt his 
store following its destruction in the 1915 
fire, and carried on until his retirment before 
his death in 1945. Since that time it has been 
owned by Forsyth Bros., Harold and Don, and 
is presently operated by the latte r. Since 1905 
this business has been carried on efficiently 
by Mr. Forsyth and, later, his sons. 

Byer's Clothing store, another of the early 
establishments, was burned in 1915. 

A barber shop was added to the already 
impressive line-up of businesses on Main 
Street. Operated by Sam Dixon, the sign 
outside the new shop read: "Barber Shop and 
Pool Room - up-to-date Tonsorial Parlor." 
A hair cut was 25~ and a shave 15~. Straight 
razors were used and trimming moustaches 
~nd !Jeards was a real art. Pollock and J. 
Bernstein followed as barbers, This shop 
was also destroyed by the fire. In 1916 Mr. 
C. J. P. Watts brought Bill Yarwood from 
Hamiota, and started him in business. Bill, 
in spite of a handicap, was a conscientious 
and faithful barber, serving the citizens of 
Miniota and district well. in 1925 his claim 
was "a clean towel to every customer - all 
towels disinfected." As in everything else, 
so were changes made in shaving equip
ment The safety razor replaced the straight 
blade, and both were almost forgotten with 
the coming of electricity and the electric 
razor. When Mr. Yarwood died in 1959, 

Don Forsyth and clerk Mrs. J. McKinnon. 

W. H. Yarwood, Barber 

W. Sweeeney, barber~ Jean Hyrnkiw, hair
dresser. 
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Herman Bruce, Len Weib, Mike Kostenuk, 
Leo Bacigalupo and Geo. Outhwaite followe!1. 
Wilfred Sweeney, who rented the premises 
from G. Outhwaite in November, 1966, is the 
present barber, and occupies living quar
ters in the back of the shop. 

A note in the local 'paper in June, 1909 
stated that concrete sidewalk r and short 
hair were the latest fads. However, it wasn't 
until about the time of the first world war 
that bobbed hair became quite popular. With 
this change came the need for hairdressers. 
The early method of making beautiful curls 
and waves by using heated curling irons was 
called marcelling. Mrs. Daisy Govenlock 
carried on this work in the home of Mrs. 
J. Cook. The first hairdressing parlor was 
operated by Mrs,. Jim Ewing in her own 
home. Mr. Scory came from. Brandon by 
train one day, and returned the next, to give 
permanent waves in private homes. Between 
the years 1935-40 ~rs. Jim Walker carried 
on her work as a hairdresser in her home. 
Audrey Joyce followed, and from 1955-60, 
Harriet Koch operated a beauty parlor in the 
Miniota Cafe, which was owned by her .fa
ther. In 1963 Mrs. Bacigalupo started a beau
ty shop in the present barber shop. This 
business was taken over by Doris Linden
bach in 1964, followed by Linda Mossop. The 
present operator is Jean Hyrnkiw. 

Although many of the early farmers did their 
own butchering, butcher shops were well pa-

Albert and Lloyd Spencer 

tronized. One of the first was built by Alex 
Webster north of the present Co-op Store. 
H. Cusak and sons were butchers in the town 
and surrounding area for a number of years. 
F. J. Preston, another of the early butchers, 
established his meat market on Railway Ave. 
and was followed in the same location by Aridy 
Hepburn in 1908. As well as fresh and cured 
meats, sausage and balogna, he sold a variety 
of vegetables. Later that same year the shop 
was taken over by P. Bird and in 1909 by E. 
and G. Burrows. Beginning in 1914 the 
busines" was operated by the Spencer fam
ilies, Albert and his brother Herbert, and la
ter by the latter's sons, Albert and Lloyd. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Angell purchased this 
business from the Spencers in 1948. The pre
sent owner, Mrs. Jack Eastuke, operates the 
Miniota Meat Market assisted by her hus
band, Jack, who is also the C. P.R. agent. 
Over the years, Miniota has been justly 
proud of the efficient manner in which this 
meat market has been run. 

A welcome addition to the enterprises of 
the thriving town, was the advent of a week
ly newspaper. Volume 1, No.1 of the Miniota 
Herald made its debut on October 5th, 1906; 
with W. Middleton of the Hamiota Hustler, 
as editor and publisher. He said, "We come 
to Miniota because we feel that the town is 
now big enough, and the people enterprising 
enough to support a paper." In thisfirstissue 
was recorded the first history of the Munici
pality by William Howard. It also contained 
items on the opening of the first branch of 

i 

Miniota Meat Market. Marg and Jack 
Eastuke. 
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Northern Crown Bank 

the Northern Crown Bank in town and news 
of the bridge across the Assiniboine. In it 
appeared also an item telling of arrangements 
made for the building of a rink. The Herald 
at this time was printed in part of the build
ing known as Steuart's Hardware. Later, R, 
G. R. McKenzie, a Barrister- at- Law, tried 
his hand at the Printing business. In 1911 
the editors were Bournes and Warrener, but 
in 1912 the partnership was dissolved, and 
W. A. Bournes continued as editor. At this 
time a page in the Herald was given to the 
'"Beulah Signal.' This management was of 
short duration, and Octavius Rand and Wil
liam Norton were editors for a very short 
time. In 1913' the Herald was taken over by 
R. M. Oliver, who carried on for the next 
forty-three years, with the exception of the 
period from 1915-19 when he served over
seas with the forces. In 1920 the business 
was resumed in the building presently owned 
by Bill Barrett, following which a final 
move was made to the former tinsmith 
shop. Mr. Oliver suffered a nasty accident 
in 1931, when his left hand became caught 
in the Gordon press he was operating while 
printing the annual Memorial programs. 
This necessitated the loss of his hand, but in 
spite of this handicap he was soon back on 
the job giving news and service to its five 

hundred subscribers. When Mr. Oliver re
tired and moved to Winnipeg in 1957, the Mi
niota Herald was published by F. S. Venables 
at Hamiota. 

On September 6th, 1906, a branch of the 
Northern Crown Bank was opened in Miniota 
in the building formerly owned by Alex 
Webster. R. H. Scott was the first manager, 
with R. M. Hanson, A. C. Thompson, A. 
Cumming, H. E. Champion, L. F. Pulfer 
and W. Coombes following. The Northern 
Crown was taken over by the Royal Bank 
in 1918, and moved to the new building on 
Railway Ave. which was built and owned 
by Albert Spencer. The managers who have 
served since that time are: H. McCallum, 
J. D. Harrower, E. H. Bally, J. C. Vraden
burg, D. A. Huett, G. E. Goodmanson, F. E. 
Arksey and at the present time Wayne John
son. On November 27, 1966, the new bank, 
a prefabricated building, arrived from Van
couver by truck and by means of a huge 
crane was lowered to the already prepared 
foundation west of the present J. B. Currie 
shop. This new bank, in French grey with 
white and orange trim, adds much to the 
appearance of the town. 

The Royal Bank Building from 1918 to 
January, 1967. Staff from left: Mrs. M. 
McKenzie, C. Mossop, R. Halbesma, and 
manager Wayne Johnson. 

Horse owners in the early days took great 
pride in their horses, and wanted the best in 
the way of harness and saddles. Much of this 
equipment was beautifully made by hand and 
provided profitable employment for those 
in the trade. One of the first men to sell 
harness, etc. and to repair shoes, belts and 
canvasses was J. L. Evans. He soldhisbusi
ness to Tom Conway in 1906. Shortly after
wards the following advertisement appeared 
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New Royal Bank - staff and new manager (beginning Jan. 26, 1967) E. 
Preston. 

in the local paper: "Harness, whips, trunks, 
valises, saddles, beots and shoes. Ii you 
want the best you must come to Conways." Al
so in a later issue, "Good woolen sox, only 
25<; a pair. Timothy Eaton can't beat these 
prices.' When his store burned in 1915, 
Mr. Conway continued in this line of business 
in a small shop built on the back of the 
same lot, until his retirement in 1924. 

Now that many of the first businesses had 
~n established and Miniota' s population was 
growing, its citizens felt the need for cultural 
activities. How fortunate that in this new 
town there should be such diversity of talent. 
In 1907 a dancing class was started, with 
George Mappin instructor and Arthur As
pinwall supplying the music. A band, orches
tra, dramatiC, choral and literary societies 
and a string quartette were among the new 
ventures. 

Fire in the early days was a constant threat J. R. Lynch. W2.wanesa Mutual amI Imper·· 
and the call for insurance provided an opening ial L.ife. 
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for insurance agents, who often combined this 
work with other oc('upations. As the demand 
for other types of insurance, such as sick
ness, accident, hail and automobile, grew, 
offices were opened. One of these offices was 
in a building adjoining the Massey-Harris 
shop. Real Estate and Insurance agents, Bar
risters-at-Iaw, notary publics and convey
ancers wre all busy. During the years some 
of those serving in the above capacities have 
been: C. P. Ellis (Sun Life), J. J. Taylor 
(Great West), J. Reddon (Great West), J. R. 
Lynch (Wawanesa Mutual and Imperial Life), 
J. Spalding (general insurance, as well as 
notary public and conveyancer), Edwin Spal
ding (general Insurance), David Russell (agent 
for Portage la Prairie Mutual); C. G. An~ 
drew, D. Sinclair, Percy Raymer, R. G. R. 
McKenzie and J. F. Tennant - real estate; and 
E. V. Hudson, R. McKenzie both barristers
at-law. 

Carpenters, brick layers, stone masons 
and plasterers all played their parts in the 
construction of the town's buildings. Many 
of the houses, several stores and a number 
of other buildings, erected by these early 
tradesmen are stiJ.l standing and in use 
today, proving that they were truly masters 
of their trades. Some of the early carpen
ters were: W, B. Prentiss. Alfred and Fred 
Milbank, Wm. Lynch, George Biggs, Tom 
Miner, Arthur Aspinwall, W. Devitt, Jack 
Haney. Wm. Jones and more recently Wm. 
Mossop and hIs son Bill, and H. Meyers, 
Brick layers were: John andWm. Cottin,gham, 
who were also plasterers and David Cunning
ham, J. Selwood.a..'1d W. B. Rowan worked as 
stone masons. 

Main Street was brightened in 1912, when a 
former employee at the drugstore, Fred 
Clarke, erecte'd a jewellery and watch repair 
shop. Unfortunately this was another of the 
stores destroyed by fire. 

Many firsts were recorded during the years 
of Miniota's early history. Mr. G.Rowanwas 
chairman when 160 people attended the first 
public banquet, which incidentally was non 
political. The first miliary ball was held in 
January, 1908, with music provided by the 
Miniota Orchestra. Over 230, including the 
Dragoons in full uniform, were present to 
dance and to enjoy the excellent meal cater
ed to by. Jim Forsyth. The first Trainman's 
Ball was held in April of the same year. 
There were so many beautifully dressed wo
men at the first Spinster's Ball that "it 
passes beyond the ability of mere man to 
attempt to describe them,' wrote the local 

J. and E. Spalding (i ml!!!'ance Agents) 
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J. F. Tennant Real Estate 

editor. Each of the women wore a yellow 
chrysanthemum. 

The early Heralds tell of the many com
plaints that were voiced. Because of the lack 
of animal restraint, gardeners, especially, 
were indignant. Many complained, also, about 
the excess of drinking that went on, the thie
very that took place, the poor condition of 
the streets, the absence of street lights, the 
lack of adequate fire protection, etc. To 
improve the "deplorable state of affairs" 
the town was in at this time, A Board of 
Trade was formed in 1907. The first offi
cers were: president - Rev. S. Thomas 
vice president - S. V. Hunter, Secretary~ 
treasurer Dr. R. K. Chalmers. The first 
matters dealt with were charity cases and 
hotel accomodation. Later sidewalks were 
paved, ::I. park made on land purchased from 
the C.P.R. and a town-well dug. In 1909, the 
Board was concerned about Miniota's unsat
i8factory train service. "We riseea.rlyinthe 
morning to catch the train, and return late 
at night, tired, and worn out from the long 
tediou~ journey to Brandon," was the cry. ' 

Carpenters, Wm. Mossop and his son Bill. 

Soon cement sidewalks were laid, and fine 
new street lights were solidly fixed to the 
corner of the Post Office and the Herald 
Office. Three Pitner inverted arc lights 
(1600 candle power) were installed. Appar
ently, the manner in which the lights were 
fixed caused the repair bill to be nearly 
double what it should have been. At a meet
ing in 1910, the village council reported, 
"Being suspended from the end of a bar. 
the lights swing to and fro with every wind." 
Whereupon, someone ironically reman:ea, 
,- And there is an extra expense of $5.50 
every time the wind blows!" 

The lack of fire protection was looked into, 
with the result that in 19Q8ahandforce pump, 
hose and buckets were purchased, and the 
following year, a fire brigade was organized 
under W. B. Rowan- Fire alarms were in
stalled in individual residences} and achem
ical' fire engine was bought. The fire hall 
was completed in 1909, and a fire, bell in
stalled. It. is interesting to note here that 
thp. old fire hall is now in use on Mr. W. 
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E. Barrett's lot. The bell, which for a num
ber of years graced the top of the telephone 
building now hangs at the north west entrance 
to the town park. The early brigade was fre
quently called upon to put out chimney fires, 
but found themselves helpless when a fire 
of more serious nature threatened. Later, 
in 1963 a new fire engine was purchased, 
and the brigade was reorganized, with Bill 
Barrett as chIef. 

The village committe~ has been active 
through the years. In 1910 Sam Hunter was 
chairman. It was decided in 1923, that cattle 
and horses found running at large in the 
village would be impounded without further 
notice and that any person driving an auto 
in the village over ten miles per hour would 
be prosecuted. In 1928 a report of the annual 
meeting of the rate payers ofthe village, stat
ed, "There was quite a discussion on the 
state of the grass and weeds were allowed 
to get into last year, and the remark was 
made that it was damaging the ladies' dres
ses. One can readily see that it sure was high 
to allow that. In future the sidewalks laid 
will be tapered off at the intersections. This 
idea will save a lot of stubbing of toes." 
Mr. J. W. Horner served on the Village 
Committee from 1930 to 1964, and Mr. J. 

Spalding was a member for twenty-six years. 
Both the Board of Trade (which continued 
until 1947) and the Village Committee have, 
through the years, worked for the better
ment of the town. 

After several years of working in the 
Manitoba & Hardware as a tinsmith, George 
Colby started his own business, specializing 
in furnace work. His untimely death was 
caused by 'flu during the 1918-19 epidemic. 
After the devastating fire of 1915, George 
Countryman operated a Tinsmith and Hard
ware Store. He was followed by E. H. Woods. _ 
William H. Hurlin bought the Cockshuttbuild': 
ing in 1920, and opened a Shoe Repair and 
Harness shop on the front, using the rear for 
living quarters. When this building was torn 
down, Mr. Hurlin used the lumber to build 
a new home (now owned by Pat Dales) for 
himself and family. His second place of bus
iness was the old Massey Harris shop, which 
was later sold to P. Scutt. Mr. Hurlin then 
moved to the present W. A. Barrett store 
and carried on there until his retirement, 
when it was sold to Bill and Bud Barrett. At 
present it is owned by Bill Barrett, who, 
without doubt, is the most energetic man 
in town. The sign on his store reads, "Clo-

Fire hall, fi-re brigade, and engine. Members of brigade from left: W. A. 
Barrett, J. Eastuke. Pat Dales, Norman Leland, W. Strachan, Bob Martin, 
and T. Rollo. 
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Mr. tiurlin. Shoe Repair. 

W. A. Ba!'rett. Shoes and Clothing. 

thing. and Shoe Repair." He is the agent for 
Perth's Cleaners, McConnell Florists, and 
sells subscriptions to magazines and papers, 
including the Miniota Herald. He issues car 
licenses, collects for hydro and telephone, 
and is caretaker of the bank and post office. 
Aside from all these duties, Bill finds time 
to be secretary treasurer of the Community 
Centre. 

On the south-west corner of Main Street, 
a Cafe did a fairly brisk business during the 
'50 s. It was operated first by Mr. and Mrs. 
Wes Robinson, who werl~ follow~d by Mrs. 
Jim Walker, Mr. and Mrs. Les ..,mith, and, 
lastly, Mrs. J. Murphy. 

Many of the pictures appearing inourbook 
are a. tribute to the early photographers. 
In 1908, Charles Howden, a photo artist, 
came from Hamiota. About this time, Sil
vernale and Nelson established a Photo 
.Crait Shop, specializing in post cards. They 
owned a motor cycle in connection with their 
business and travelled to the country to take 
pictures. In 1912 a portrait studio was added. 
In 1915 the Watts Bros., Percy and Bill, 
carried on this art, and in 1919 Basil Rev
ely's ad. read, "Films printed and develop
ed. Portraits and Groups taken on applica
tion.' Another of the early photographers 
was Fred Clark, the. jeweller. 

The citizens of the village recognized the 
importance of encouraging sports and holding 
annual sports days. The first Sports Day 
mentioned in the local paper was held in 
1908. The admission was 25~, and horse 
racing was the main attraction. In 1909, 
$400 was offered in prizes for horseracing 
and football. In 1914 an added feature was a 
parade through the town of India:ns from 

iVlain St. looking east - befon~ tile 1915 fir'e, 
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An early Sports Day 

the Birdtail, dressed in native costume. In 
1907 a prize valued at $5,00 was given to the 
lady driving the farthest to Miniota Sports. 
The winner, Mrs. Leslie of McAuley, came 
sixteen miles. During the war years, sports 
days were discontinued, but were resumed 
again in 1920. The erecting of temporary 
trees for the big day in 1924 greatly added 
to the appearance of the town. The Miniota 
Band was in attendance for this annual 
event, and presented a concert at the close 
of the day, Horse shoe tournaments provided 
much enjoyment for participants and onlook
ers alike. Sports days, with added attractions 
through the years, have continued to play an 
important part in the community's history. 
Baseball has become the main attraction, and 
bingo is enjoyed, especially by the ladies, 

Two of our local residents during the 
thirties, Tom Lanca.ster and Peter Mac
Pherson, were kept busy as auctioneers. 
Besides this" Pete" as he was better known, 
carried on an implement business, was town 
constable for a few years, a grainbuyer 
and an agent foi' Imperial oiL 

It might be said, that with the a.dvent of 
the auto, the garage replaced the feed and 
livery stable, One of the first garages was 
operated in the old S. Hunter machine shop, 
About 1914 they purchased from W. D. Ber~ 
wick, a building he had erected earlier, and 
carriad on their work there, The Dorwards 
were also agents fot the International Har
vester Co. When the next owner, C. E. Wythe, 
retired and moved to the West Coast, the bus
iness was sold to Johnson Bros., Earl and 
Clarence. At this time C, Ratti operated a 
Body and Repair Shop. When Clarence left 

V.Ja'd;i's jv1{d;~;;"2 
Left tjGi Filfjr.i; Pei~c}· \/lJatts; l~H"i;- l-.~i~ j·.)~n~·-' 

pily, Was McKe!1zle, 'C-GiiYi",'i:ii, 



Tom Andt'usiluk and mechanic L. Gilchrist. 

J. J. Morton and mechanic E. Wadham. 

Pat Dales and mechanics - Ear'l Thompson 
and Ronnie Wiltshire. 

to go to Elkhorn, Earl continued until they 
moved in 1959. The present owner is John 
Wiens, who for several years was in part
nership with his brother, Manno. John is an 
agent for John Deere farm machinery. Ano
ther of the early garages was built by C. 
J. P. Watts on the site of the Palace Hotel, 
which was not rebuilt following the fire. 
He also carried on an automobile livery with 
"careful drivers, good cars and reason
able rates." Percy, who worked with· his 
father, is the present owner of this garage, 
which has been enlarged to include the for
mer printing office. A garage owned by Tom 
Andrushuk truly did replace a livery stable. 
Built in 1948 by Wm. Shewchuk on the lot 
·on which once stood R Andrew's livery and 
feed stable, it was sold to Tom, an Interna
tional Harvester dealer. Another garage, 
built in 1951 by Fred Bryant, was operated 
by him for fifteen years, after which time 
he sold his bU"iness interests to Joe Pop
pel. It is presently owned by J. J. Morton 
and sons and . operated as Morton Imple
ments. Dale's Service, built and owned by Pat 
Dales, had its beginning in 1963. A B.A. 
service station and garage, it is situated in 
what is now the southern limits of the town. 

Our clever electrician, Joe Poppel, came 
to Miniota quite by accident. While driving 
from Beausejour to a point in Saskatchewan, 
he stopped in Birtle and met and talked to 
Tom Andrushuk. During the conversation 
Tom asked if he would like a job. Joe ac
cepted, and after working for Tom, as an 
electrician, for a few years following 1949, 
he started his own business called"Poppel's 

Joe Poppel. Electrician 
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Electric." At the present time Joe is the 
town's only licensed electrioian, and is cer
tainly a .busy one. 

In 1956 Miniota was awarded the Manitoba 
Good Roads Wades Trophy for the best unin
corporated village. The following year the 
McKinney Shield was presented, again for 
the same reason. 

A community spirit is the most desirable 

factor of a prosperous and contented town. 
It has been this spirit that has built and re
built Miniota. We who follow those pioneers 
with their determination and their faith, 
are attempting to keep alive this community 
spirit - as exemplified in our fine new 
$45,000 arena, built completely by volunteer 
labor. ' The best preparation for the future 
is the present well seen to, and the last 
duty done.' 
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Early Churches 

",:" ,:;~~~:"··~.:3?:: S h0i~~~ ill Hie Ivlilliota 
SISS, ":'8:::; "c.7,J i:.: :~? P¥2st:!te:':ian, held at 
ti12 ;o~~i,i2 :.:: ;;c::,0;ii;:;:raith, a log house on 
his l!.;::r;J~;.;;:~2.::: iT.G, 2.(>13··2,(W, just east of 
J aIm ';~, 'r~r,?'· co hO'lie. A student, visit-

&3sisted him, three ser
V1CB3 \';31d ill ttl", stnnmel' r:4 1883. 
At tUfa tjiiW; Biri:le was the near6st organ
ized :ic;;D:tdii1gCO a copy of the 
Session R:~cc:.·ds 0f The Presbyterian Con" 
gregatbl 01 Beu'iar, and Associate stations 
in tl1e P,'2sbytei'}! Or MiEIiedosa in tne Synod 
of Ivlailitcba [wld tlle ITor-th-West Tel'l'itories 
as fall(l\}]s; 

, TIJ.e cf PJ~c.3b:9tc~"iS11isnl b2f{aJ.1 
in -Chis fistj i" year of OUi' Lord eighteen 
!1U::.dl'S,:! <lE:l S3 F 2i!!I"jiii1e; ab.)ut which time 
the first s2ttlcl'S tc£'an to come in, At this 
time the £ibId was ~wr0ught in connection 
with F'i,;:'Y BUice, Todburn, Rossburn 
ShD&l 1..08;:,,; ill?<f J?ill:ilay Settlem211f, Mr, C: 
M. Ccp81an:1 'f,,~ij~g ihs !,-iissionary r-com the 
t-cgiilillilg cd the SUiYIE1er of 1819 until the 
eud of l',i~;y under the supervisimi of 
the lOr22!3:n&iY Manitoba, Following Mr. 
CG}:sls.1~j1 I'/l~-' J w!-0:! Iv'ic...ttl'thil.C carfle as rni3-~ 
siomwy in th3 mcmth of JUf,8 of that same 
yeiiY duriT,g vIY,QSe time the field was so 
ext27i{it~t~ t,:p iJ.-:<:.'iudc in addition to tht- fore~ 

going Tiijssi~;i! statLms Hamiota, Violadale, 
West S[,'ati,clair, OakbaYn, Culross, Silver 
Cl'8'1:. a,-,':I R;1SselL This made in all fourteen 
sratiC);i5 auct a Cii-cuH of upwards of one 
hlEi.ired a.Ed ilinety miles to be travelled 
ayer}! th:;'se '·.'laeles in order to give each 
statim; :1 sH"ic::;e iE i:hat time, IvIr, IvlcArthul' 
left f;jjcat i:lle alld 01 October to attend 
Mallitd';:1 .= olies", 8x,d fl.bout the beginning 
of ille 88X[,2 Fax 1880 0, the Re;/, William 
Hedustt, 'fi:;:st ::;~'dained missionary took 
charge iiiid miE12c2f2d to the greater pOJ:'tion 
of If!2 fi2i,i llfitil the 7th of Octob2r 1883, 
The field W2.S then divided and the Rev. 
Ale2iillilSl' Frs.~81' '.'ia5 appointe.:! to take 
charge &1 th2 sDuth2lTl portion of the field 
irLcludiTig :22uiah; Bl8.I'is. Arrc/ .. :./ RiVer- and 
JvIiJ.liL~"(2,o Iiv~·:;.-·2·:.;2i"· Hell. Fl.'3..Z6T Vl2.S taken ill 
\vitt :1 lev"," ~l,j';i2riC,jl th2 24Th oj October 
the S:iE2 iii;):,ni.l1', ':.'hlcn h2 had \::;2211 apPOinted 
tc ttike cr.a:cg8 ::'1 the field, Rev, Hodnett 
resumed Cha.Z'g8 :1g&in uiltil M:;: Duclose was 
sellt iiI the sun:mer of 18iJ4, He left in the 
faU to aH",:::! ejlh::ga fu,J a.gain Rev. Hodnett 
i'",,;ii',leU of the wllole n .. ld until 

IviL G. McD;mald w;;,s saut to take charge of 
field in the summer' Cit 1886, He too left when 
fall :;ame to go to i'(lSllme his stUdies at Man
itoba College, Then Mr. Littlehales was ap
pointed to take charge of the field in the win
ter arid Mr. McDonald at the request of the 
people was re-appointed to take charge in the 
summer of 1887. When he left again that fall 
to go back to College, Ml'. Colin McKercher 
was appointed and took charge in the winter 
having in addition to the aforementioned 
stations, that of Penrith, which was added 
during Mi'. McDonald's time of service on the 
field. The Indian Rese:cve was also supplied 
by Mr, McDonald and Mr, McKercher, by 
appointment of the Brandon Presbytery. 

On the first of Apdl 1888; Rev. John Mc
Arthur, an ordained missionary, took charge 
of the field. On the 8th of August 1889 a 
Session was set up on tile BeUlah Mission 
Field when MT, John S. Frazer and Mr. 
James Elliot, Sr., of Arrow River, were, 
elected and inducted in the regular way 
(they had been ordained Elders in Ontario) 
and Mr. William Taylor of Miniota was 
elected, ordained arid inducted as an Elder. 

The field was again divided in April 1890 
when. Penrith, Arrow River and Miniota 
station, which moved to Parkissimo, were 
separated from Beulah and transferred from 
the Minnedosa Presbytery to the Brandon 
Presbytery. This made it possible to comply 
with the request of the Indians for service 
every Sabbath .instead of once every two 
weeks as it had been since the departure of 
Solomon Tankansaieize some time in 1886. 
The Indlans at this time made their first 
attempt to do something for the support of 
their missionary, promising thirty dollars 
if their request would be gra(lted. This also 
meant that Beulah could have service every 
Sabbath. Beulah Mission field from April 
1890 included the IndianReserve and Blaris.' 

Presbyterian 

The PteBtyt"l'ifu~i ,:':lm:;:ch;. still intise as the 
United Church, was begun at Miniota in 1902, 
Mr. William Taylor walked and drove many 
weary miles to arouse enthusiasm in the 
project. ML David Rowan donated the land 
and Ml' Luther Currie the lime, Donald 
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Stewart was the builder. As expenses mounted 
up, the donated money dwindled and in 1903 
the Board decided to take Twenty-year En
dowment Life Insurance Policies on Charles 
Rowan and Wallace Bonner, then teen-age 
boys. Money was borrowed on the policies 
and it was possible to purchase cement to 
finish the building. Rev .. James Watson was 
the minister at this time, followed by 
Reverends W. J. Inglis 1903-04; John Brown 
1904-06; R. F. Hunter 1906-10; Walter Beattie 
1910-16; John Pate 1916-20; J. Hamill 1920-
22; and Andrew Moffatt 1922- 27. 

The pulpit Bible was given by friends of 
Mrs: David Rowan in Ontario. The pews and 
PUlPIt have stood the use of over sixty years. 
Recently the original offering plates have 
been replaced by larger ones. 

The first marriage in the Presbyterian 
congregation was of Miss Annie Selwood 
and Walter Bryant in 1893. The first in the 
new church was that of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Davidson. 

Methodist 

The minutes book of the Official Board 
of the Methodist Church, of Beulah circuit, 
May 12, 1902, give the following information: 
Rev. S. W. L. stewart was in the chair 
and members atte'nding the quarterly official 
board meeting were: J. T. Lynch, W. J. 
Sparling, W. H. Stewart, B. H. Doupe, E. 
Mark, W. J. Hill, R. Fleming, J. L. Thomp
son, J. W. Young and J. D. Harrison. Money 
received was from Beulah, Miniota, Blaris, 
Arrowton and Crandall. 

Old Methodist Church 

At a meeting held at Blaris May Il, 1904, 
a motion was passed that Crandall, Arrowton 
and Lavinia or Chufnah be made one field, 
and Beulah, Miniota and Blaris another. 
This did not seem to. come into effed until 
1907, and Brighton was added to the second 
group. In 1912 the Minister's salary was 
$1000. with $100. for horse keep. 

In May 1917 the reports from Beulah, 
Isabella, Blarls and Miniota, but in November 
the same year, Miniota, B1aris and Glenlochar 
reported. Members attending this Official 
Board meeting wel'eMr. and lVII'S. J. R. 
Lynch, Mr. and Mrs. A. Jolley, Mrs. 
Schofield, Mrs. W, Dart, M1's. Mothera1, 
Mr. N. Robinson, Mr. Andrew, Mr, H.D . 
Armitage, Mrs. George Sunley, D. J. Har
rison and W. J. Hill with Rev. H. T. Rey
nolds presiding. This grouping of points 
continued together until the union of the 
Methodist and Presbyterian congregations in 
1923. 

The church bUilding, which has been known 
as the Masonic Hall since 1926, was built 
in 1901. J. T. Lynch and A. S. Lynch were the 
carpenters in charge with A. D. Clyde, N. 
Robinson and others working as volunteers. 
In December 1901 the building was dedicated 
by Rev. J. H. Riddell of Wirmipeg. Rev. 
S. W. L. Stewart was the pastor at the time. 
He was followed by Reverends J. H. Oster .. 
hout - 1906; W. F. Cann - 1908-09; T. 
Yeoman Williams - 1908; J. Basham'" 1907; 
H. C. McNeill - 1911; Frederick Chapman _ 
1912; J. J. Crookshanksi J. H. Shemilt .. 
1909-10; J. T. Wotton -19l3jThomasW.Bird-
1914-16; H. T. Reynolds - 1917-19 and C. E. 
Somerset co 1920-23 to the time when a 
Local union was formed. 

The first couple married in the Methodist 
Church was Miss Sarah Turner and Thomas 
Graafstra by Rev. H. L. Smith on September 
2nd, 1903. 

The organ was donated by J. R. Lynch 
and mention should be made here of the 
valuable assistance given by Mrs. J. R. 
Lynch as organist. 

The Miniota Anglican 
Church 

In the year 1892 the first Church of England 
rector in the district, Rev. J. E. Kimberly, 
ministered to the needs of the settlers, 
According to the first Church E&gister. he 
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Miniota Anglican Church 

served from July, 1892, until February, 1894. 
Also recorded are the names, of A. 1. Dove 
(1894-'97) and William LaughenCheney, (Jan. 
1898 -'99), Rev.Chas.A.EatonandRev.W. H. 
Cassup served for short pei:iods. It is 
reasonable to believe that the parish had its 
beginning as a "Mission" prior tq the 
formation of the town of Miniota in 1899. 
Written in one of the first prayer books 
is the name" Assiniboine Church of England 
Mission, Arrow River, 1899". From this 
information it is believed that the Mission 
covered quite an area. During this time, there 
were three baptisms, two marriages, and two 
burials; some of these were in the Pa1mer
ston District. 

At the turn of the century the parish of 
Holy Trinity was firmly established, and on 
february 20, 1900, it was legally formed 
mto a Corporation. At this time it was a 
part of Rupert's Land Diocese. This in
fo.rmaHon was obtained from Trinity House 
DIocese of Rupert's Land, Winnipeg. Rev. 
W. H. cassup was rector at the time. Of 
course, we now are part of Brandon Diocese 
which came into being September 10, 1924. 

Since in the early days of Miniota there was 
no church building, services it is reported, 
were held in the Hall over the first Hardware 
store, which was located on Main Street 
East, and owned by J. H. Steuart. Thi~ 
Hall was the scene of the first wedding in 

Miniota, solemnized between Harriet John
son and Christopher Ellerington on December 
24, 1900. Rev. Casstlp officiated at the 
ceremony. As the town grew, services were 
held in various other buildings. In 1906-07 
Turner's Hall was often the place of worship, 
and later the Methodist Church, when it 
was built. 

William Howard, one of the first settlers 
of 1882, was instrumental in helping to or
ganize the first Sunday School. This vital 
department of the Church has continued 
through the years. 

Rev. Sidney Thomas was the next rector, 
and remained until 1910. Much credit is due 
to Rev. Thomas for his efforts in securing 
a new and permanent place of worship. 
During his ministry, the Vestry, in 1908, 
purchased a building which was to become 
Holy Trinity Church. This building, used 
previously as a flour and feed store, was 
owned by Frederick Thompson, grain buyer 
for the Lake of the Woods. It was located 
on the site where the Pat. Dales house 
stands on South Railway A venue, west of High
way 83. At the end of March, 1908, it was 
moved on sleighs to its present location on 
Louise Avenue, East. The first service, 
conducted by Rev. C. J. Jeffrey, M. A. 
Winnipeg, was held on May 31 of that year, 
and on that Sunday, no services were held 
in either the Methodist or Presbyterian 
Church. A Building Fund and an Organ Fund 
were immediately started. Presumably 
Archbishop Matheson dedicated the church 
on Nov, 22, 1908. 

The first couple married in the new churCh 
on Dec. 29, 1908, were Mary Keyworth and 
Charles Andrew, parents of Mrs. Connie 
McKinnon (formerly Mrs. Wm. Walker). 
Rev. S. Thomas performed the ceremony. 

During this period the stone house ad
jacent to the church, was purchased for a 
rectory from S. Cusa'ck, who had built and 
owned it. This building was sold to 1. Sparks 
in 1954. 

The names of Wilfred Long, brother of 
T. G. Long, and C. Brousson, a former 
principal of Miniota School, appear on the 
re~o~ds as. having conducted services in Holy 
TrImty. WIlfred Long lost his life in World 
War 1. 

In February, 1915, a special service was 
held in the Anglican Church to mark the 
observance of, and to thank God for 100 
year" of peace which have existed between 
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the British Empire and the United States 
of America. 

It is interesting to recall that the rectors 
of the 1920' s held services in Miniota, Two 
Creeks, and Beulah, and were driven to 
their appointments in all kinds of weather 
by members of the congregation. 

During the 1930' s a respected citizen. 
J. J. Henderson, who was. C.P .R. stat!on 
agent in Miniota, and a faithful member of 
Holy Trinity, was invested as a Lay Reader, 
and licensed by the Lord Bishop of Brandon. 
He carried on services at Holy Trinity for a 
period of seven years without remuneration. 
Mr. Henderson passed to his rest in 1949. 
In 1953, as a token of appreciation of the 
dedicated church work done by Mr. Hender
son, members of the parish purchased, and 
installed a prayer desk in his memory. 
There were other local citizens who were 
outstanding church workers. Names of some 
which come to mind are - Mr. Chris Eller
ington, Sr., Mr. Wm. Walker, and, later, 
Mr. Bill Mossop. About the end of the 40's 
when a few clergy or students were a
vailable, they conducted services at Holy 
Trinity, and generally did what they could 
for the welfare of the church. 

During the period when Mr. Henderson 
was Lay Reader, and his daughter, Jean, 
was organist, Mr. Wm. Hurlin conducted a 
Boy's Choir. Families represented in the 
group were: Spencer, Oliver, Sparks, Horner, 
Watts, Mossop, Hill, Bryant, Howard and 
Hurlin. They were extremely faithful to their 
routine of practice and singing, and Mr. 
Hurlin received an attendance of around 90%. 
This was appreciated by the congregation to 
the extent that the Vestry, under the leader
ship of Mr. A. Spencer and Mr. L. Kinsey, 
found money and cars to take the boys to 
Brandon Fair, and supplied them with money 
for the day. They ate their supper at one 
of the church booths, and the only payment 
asked by those in charge of the booth was 
a song by the boys. (Another case of t sing 
for your supper'!) To this day these boys, 
now mostly married and with families of 
their own, like to chat about their choir 
trip to the Fair. 

An interesting notation taken from the 
minutes of the 1930 Annual Meeting shows 
that the average attendance at Holy Trinity 
that year was 58. 

Through the years the parishioners have 
made a number of improvements to the 
church. A fu~l basement has been added, 

electricity installed, and the heating system 
changed to gas. The interior of the little 
church has been well cared for, and beauti
fied by the coloured east window. The first 
stained glass window, presented by the Sons 
of England, and installed by Biggs and Purves 
in 1909, was so badly damaged by a severe 
storm, that it was replaced by another in 
1937. This one has a beautiful design, and 
is constructed of genuine English lead filled 
stained glass. High above the altar it casts 
its rays over the church and furnishings, 
giving a solemn air of dignity, and acting as a 
permanent memorial to Holy Trinity's dear 
departed. This window was dedicated by 
Canon Heywood of Winnipeg in June, 1937. 

Stained Glass Window 

In 1965 further improvements were made 
in the appearance of the church. The floors 
and pews were brightened by new paint 
and stain which completely transformed the 
interior. This work was done by the women 
with considerable assistance from the men. 

The painting of the outside of the church 
was done by the men in one day. They worked 
in shifts, 17 in the morning, 19 in the after
noon and 21 in the evening. The 'highlight' 
of the day was when Doug Collier covered 
the cross on the top of the steeple with a 
coat of gold paint. 
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Many rectors (and a few Lay Readers) 
have served Holy Trinity since its inception 
In 1900. The following is a list of their 
names in chronological order as nearly 
correct as can be established. Where pos
sible date of service is given: Rev. S. D. 
Thomas (1900-'10), Rev. R. E. Park (1910 - ) 
Rev. H. F. Blake, Rev. Mather, Rev. Bacon, 
Rev. Butler, Rev. Stoddart (1920 - ) Rev. 
Corkhill, Rev. G. L. Armstrong (1927-) 
Rev. R. E. Smith, Rev. W. E. Mason 
(1930 - ), Rev. F. C. Whittin~ton (1934 - ) 
Rev. H. L. Newton (1935 - ), Rev. Jno. 
Flagler, Rev. B. O. Whitfield (1943 - ), 
Rev. H. Oldfield (1946 - ), Rev. A. Whit
bread (1949 - ), Rev. G. Rothery (1950 - ), 
Rev. W. J. Hunter (1952 - ), Rev. Gregory 
(1953 - ), Rev. Gedge (1960 - ), and Rev. 
Jno. Pilling (1963 - ). 

Names of Lay Readers (available) are: 
J. J. Henderson, W. F. Warren, S. L. Lock
head, Mr. Trantor, P. A. Moore, S. E. 
McTaggart. 

Organists (names available): Mr. W. Sar
gent, Miss Dorothy Corely, Mr. Reg. Oliver. 
Mr. Aspinwall, Miss Jean Henderson, Mrs. 
H. Bruce, Mrs. Chas.(Edna) Watts and Mrs. 
G. Dibb1ee (assistant). 

The service and influence of the" alive" 
church in a community cannot be over
estimated; if allowed to die, all that goes to 
the betterment of the community deteriorates, 
and we lose that which sets a moral standard, 
and which keeps before the younger generation 
the essential values of life. 

So, let us continue to" make improvements" 
and keep our church' alive". 

Anglican W.A., early 40's 
From left: Mrs. Greenfield. Mrs. J. Spen
cer, Mrs. A. Lelond, Mrs. J. J. Hen?erson, 
Mrs. W. Yar~ood, Mrs. C. Ellermgton, 
Mrs. A. Spencer, Mrs. Learn. 

I-Ioly Trinity W. A. 
The Woman's Auxiliary of the Church of 

England in Canada was founded in ottawa in 
1885 to enlist the interest and active part
iCip~tion of women and girls in the mission
ary, educational, and social work of !he 
Church. Specifically, it was to be of serVIce 
to that branch of the Church which was 
responsible for missionary work both in 
Canada and overseas. 

There are no records of the beginning of 
a W. A. at Holy Trinity, but it is safe to 
assume that one was begun shortly after news 
of the founding of the W. A. reached Miniota. 
Mrs. Oliver who arrived in town in 1910, 
mentions that the organization was very active 
at that time and was well established. Among 
those who held office during the period were 
Mrs. Charles Andrew and Mrs. Fred Clarke. 
In 1912, quite surprisingly, this branch of the 
W.A. was disbanded ..... an un- understa~dab1e 
event in the light of subsequent hIstory. 

During these years, there was a Girl's 
Auxiliary, which continued to meet th~ough 
this period and until, in later years, It and 
the C. G. 1. T. ofthe United Church combined. 

In 1913, the W. A. of Holy Trinity was re
organized with Mrs. C. E. Ellerington as 
president, and Lilian Birch as Secretary. The 
ladies in this re-newed branch were very 
active and hard working. They took turns, 
on Sports Days, catering for .the m~a1s, 
with the ladies of the Presbytenan Church. 
Some recall Mrs. J. H. Steuart baking 36 
pies for one of these events, and Mr. Steuart 

Present Anglican W.A. 
Standing, left to right: Mesdames Mossop, 
Collier, McKinnon, L. Horner, Bryant, Wad
ham. 
Seated: L. Walker. Argue, Dibblee, Good
win, C. Ellel'ington: 
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bringing them to town on a hay rack. On one 
occasion, the W. A. ladies hauled wood from 
the valley and the men buzzed it. Also, inter
mittent teas were sponsored by the Auxiliary 
during afternoons, and for 25~ you received 
a cup of tea and a doily set. 

The years of the First World War, the 
Twenty's and the Depression brought changes 
that affected all people and organizations. 
Two of these changes affected the W. A. in 
a significant way. In 1919, the Dominion W.A. 
started a new program, called the Little 
Helpers, for infants and children up to six 
years of age. Soon afterwards, the W. A. 
in Holy Trinity recognized the value of 
family involvement in the purpose and life 
of the Church, and formed a branch. Then 
ir. 1925, after a decade of planning, the Diocese 
of Brandon was formed. From this time on, 
Holy Trinity W. A. has been able towork with 
and through Brandon instead of going all the 
way to Winnipeg. 

Some of the members of this era of the 
W. A. were: Mrs. W. Barrett Sr., Mrs. Abe 
Richardson, Mrs. Carrie Spencer, Mrs. Har
riett Ellerington, Mrs. Oliver, Mrs. J. J. 
Henderson, Mrs. Percy Watts, Mrs. Jean 
Lelond, Mrs. Learn, Mrs. Ab. Lelond, Mrs. 
J. Horner, Mrs. Vi. Polson, Mrs. Lancaster, 
Mrs. Steuart, Mrs. Lilian Birch, Mrs. Mos
sop, Mrs. W. Warren, Mrs. Agnes Hill, 
Mrs. Coldman, Mrs. Olive Day, Mrs. Trout, 
Mrs. Outram, Mrs. Collingwood and Mrs. 
Park. 

Besides their hard work, these ladies en
joyed themselves, looking forward to their 
trips to Trout's farm, where they had their 
pictures taken, preparing fowl suppers, hold
ing bazaars and catering far Pancake suppers. 

With some of the monies they collected 
and earned in these endeavors, they were 
able to pay for and install a stained glass 
window in the front of the Church in 1937. 

Since the war, the work of the W. A. in 
Miniota has been very commendable. Part 
of their regular activity consisted of faith
fully studying the recommended literature, 
sending representatives to the Deanery meet
ings, conducting Little Helpers' Services, 
sending sub$tantial amounts of money to the 
Vestry, helping the Sunday School by teaching 
arid supplying material, decorating the Church 
for Harvest Service, looking after the cleaning 
of the Church, visiting the sick and shut-in 
of the parish, sending them cards, fruit, 

flowers, and boxes of baking, sending boxes 
and bales to Indian Schools and communities 
and to people overseas, and taking their place 
on the Vestry of the Church. 

In 1952 they invited the Diocese Youth 
Worker, Miss F. Wilmot, to speak to them 
on the part the W. A. can play in the building 
of our Christian community. In 1955 they 
sponsored "H. M. S. Pinafore" in aid of St. 
George's Church, Birtle, which had burned 
down, In 1958 they hosted the Deanery Meeting. 
In 1965 the W. A. instigated the face-lifting 
given to Holy Trinity, by painting the pews 
and floor of the Church, and lately they have 
helped sponsor a Foster Child in Hong Kong. 

Through the years, there have been some 
changes. Because of the widening interests 
and activities of the W. A. in Canada in the 
field of Religious Education and Social Ser
vice, the organization became an auxiliary of 
the whole Church - and not just the Missionary 
arm - in '1947. At present', it is in the midst' 
of a change again. The whole concept of the 
Church's mission has been re- defined, and the 
W. A. is re- shaping its organization to fit 
it. It is now in the process of becoming the 
Anglican Church Women, so that it can 
continue to be of service to our Lord Jesus 
Christ in Hi <: Church. 

United Church 

The Methodist and Presbyterian churches 
at a jOint meeting of the congregations held 
on August 1, 1922 in the Presbyterian Church, 
formed themselves into a Union Church with 
a double affiliation, viz: with the Methodist 
and PresbvterianChurches. Theywere apart 

Miniota United Church 
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Miniota - Isabella Manse 

Miniota Choir, 1945 
Front Row: Anna Campbell. 
2nd Row: Doris Pen elton, Eleanol' Deans, 
J,ean McKinnon, Mrs. Vradenburg. 
3rd R,o>w: Mrs. Lynch (organist), Kal 
Lynch, Elva Spalding (choir leader), Ruth 
McKinnon. 
Back: Mr. Lynch. 

United Church Choir 
Back Row: Mrs. Clal'ence Johnson. Mrs. 
Gordon Long, Mrs. Alex Spalding, Mrs'. D. 
Huett, Mrs. Chas Ellerington, Mrs. W. O. 
Barrett. 
Front Row: Aubrey Cunningham, Merle 
Stewart, Mrs. Hooper. Kal. Lynch. 

of the pastoral charge known as the' Miniota, 
Arrow River and Glenlochar Charge. At the 
June 7th, 1925, meeting of the Pastoral' 
Charge representatives, plans were made for 
a suitable commemoration of the coming into 
being on June 10th, 1925 of The United Church 
of Canada - a service to be held in Miniota 
at 7:30 p.m. on June 14th. G. Rowan was 
elected chairman of the Official Board and 
John Spalding secretary. 

Services were discontinued at Glenlochar 
in 1929 and in 1928 were held every second 
week at Two Creeks - the charge being known 
as the Miniota, Arrow River and TwoCreeks 
pastoral charge. This continued until 1936, 
and from then on it was known as the Miniota 
Pastoral Charge. 

From June 1936 to November 1st, 1938, 
Crandall was amalgamated with Miniota pas
toral charge on account of finances and the 
serious illness of the Crandall minister, Rev. 
J. D. McNair. When fields in the Presbytery 
were re-arranged this arrangement termin
ated and Crandall called a new minister. 

At the time of the coming into being of 
the Union Church, Rev. Andrew Moffatt was 
the Presbyterian minister and he continued 
as minister of the Union Church. He and Mrs. 
Moffatt gave whole-hearted service in their 
work. Their family had been three boys -
two were killed in the 1914-18 war. They 
continued to serve at Miniota until 1927. 

They were followed by Rev. Earl Dixon, 
1927-30, a bachelor, whose mother lived with 
him till her death. Then Rev. Alex Stephens, 
another bachelor, ministered to us from 1930-
36. Rev. Geoge McMillan came in 1936 and 
stayed till 1941. He had brought his bride 
when he came to us - two boys were born to 
them while they lived here. Rev. Einar 
Egilsson, 1941-45, married Ann Campbell of 
Blaris during the time he ministered at 
Miniota. During the pastorate of Rev. Einar 
Egilsson, the Young Peoples' Union presented 
the Communion table to the church -' this 
was early in the year 1956. Rev. Kenneth 
A. Moyer followed in 1945-47. From the time 
Rev. Moyer left in July 1947 until the Rev. 
A. D. Caskey, as Presbyterin Supply, came 
in November 1948 the field was served by 
Rev. J. M. Wilson of Crandall for an evening 
service till the roads became unfit for motor 
travel. We then were fortunate to get Jim 
Perry, a student in theology, to come on 
the weekends for service. At the close of his 
term he came to stay for the summer months. 
After he returned to college in the fall, Miss 
Pratt came out for several Sundays. Rev. 
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and Mrs. Caskey were known for their warm 
friendly personalities and stayed to minister 
to us until the end of June 1951. 

We were then again fortunate to secure a 
theology student, Gordon Parker, to come on 
the weekends from Winnipeg to conduct 
services. This he did until the end of April 
1952. Kenneth Moffatt, a third year theology 
student, was employed in the Hamiota area 
at this time and arrangements were made 
for him to take the services on the weekends. 

In May 1952 negotiations started to bring 
together the pastoral charges of Miniota 
and Isabella - making a four point charge 
including Arrow River, Beulah, Isabella and 
Miniota. 

Representatives of Presbytery met with the 
Official Boards of the two charges and an 
agreement was reached whereby their desire 
would be made known to Presbytery that they 
wished to become one pastoral charge. Pres
bytery in June 1952 took the necessary action 
and moved that this Charge become one to 
be known as the Miniota- Isabella Pastoral 
Charge and that the sanction of the Settle
ment Committee be sought to have Rev. 
Kenneth Moffatt, ordained at Conference that 
week, appointed as the minister. Before the 
end of June the Moffatts had moved into the 
Miniota manse. Two children were born to 
them while serving on the Charge. 

During the interval between the time Rev. 
Moffatt left and Rev. A. M. Watts, who was 
studying at Edinburgh could be with us, our 
pulpits were supplied by men from the college 
- -'Professor K. M. Hamilton and Professor 
C. R. Newcombe. Rev. Watts preached his 
first sermon on the field on Christmas Day 
1955. He left in April 1959 and we had the 
men from the college supplying the pulpits 
until Rev. C. A. Geddes came in August of 
that year. He and his wife were a young 
couple from Toronto and the Miniota manse 
was the first home for their son David. 
Rev. John Sloan, his wife and small daughter 
Mary, came in July 1962 and stayed with 
us till 1965. He was followed by Rev. K. R. 
Murdoch who after one year with us felt 
called to go to an ecumencial ministry in 
Winnipeg where there would be more scope 
to use the special training which he had 
had for the inner city. Our present minister. 
Rev. Jack Nield, another ordinand with his 
wife and' their twin babies, have the honor 
of being the first occupants in the new Miniota
Isabella manse at Miniota, moving in in 
October 1966. 

Mrs. J. R. Lynch continued to be church 

organist in the United Church. Mrs. W. D. 
Berwick was her faithful assistant for many 
years. Mrs. Lynch was followed by her 
daughter, Mrs. Alex Spalding and Kallie 
Lynch (Mrs. J. 0.' Chalmers) was a valued 
choir member. The community was enriched 
by the freely-given talent of this musical 
family. After Mrs. Spalding moved to 
Brandon, High School students who had been 
her piano pupils - Myrna Barrett, Helen Long 
and Diane Williams filled in at the organ 
and directed the choir. Mrs. Jim Reynolds 
is regular church organist and Mrs. Frank 
Rowan Choir leader at the time of writing. 

An electric organ was purchased and dedi
cated as a memorial to the pioneers of the 
district in the spring of 1954. In 1958 Mrs. 
R. K. Chalmers and son Jim presented a 
communion service to the church in memory 
of Dr. Chalmers, an elder till the time of 
his death, and also in memory of Mrs. J. 
o Chalmers, the former Kallie Lynch. In 
memory of Mrs. J. R. Lynch, the Lynch 
family presented a silver serving plate and 
the W. A. - W. M. S., in honor of Mrs. 
George Grant, presented the second plate. 
The communion service and serving plates 
were dedicated at the Easter service. 

A group of friends in 1965 presented a 
large Cross for the altar table as an In 
Memoriam gift in memory of Malco1mSloan, 
the infant son of Rev. John and Kathy Sloan. 
On January 8th, 1967,new offering plates 
were dedicated at the service of worship. 
These were purchased with money set aside 
for In Memoriam gifts. 

Miniota Union Church 

Session: recorded in minutes of meeting 
December 11, 1924 

Morgan Johnson, J. E. Nichol - from 
the Methodist congregation 

D. J. Fraser, J. J. Henderson - from 
the Presbyterian congregation 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 
June 10, 1925 

1927 - J. R. Lynch, J. F. Strachan, R. K. 
Chalmers; 
1937 - Three members added: Mrs. G. E. 
Reynolds, Mrs.J. Stowe, H. Solway; 
1947 - D. Cunningham. J. F. Tennant (to 
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fill vacancies, J. F. Strachan deceased, 
H. Solway removed) 
1949 - Gordo!l Long, H. Solway (to fill 
vacancies D. Cunningham, deceased, R. K. 
Chalmers, deceased); 
1953 - George Torrance (to fill vacancy -
H. Solway resigned); 
1960 - Miss Edna Reynolds; 
1961 - Mrs. J. Stowe resigned - vacancy 
not filled; 
1966 - Mrs. G. E. Reynolds, George Tor
rance, J. R. Lynch made Honorary Elders; 
1967 - Five Elders appointed on a term 
basis: Gordon Long, 5 years; Miss Edna 
Reynolds, 4 years; Dave Russell, 3 years; 
E. L. Reynolds, 2 years; D. J. Forsyth, 
1 year. 

Trustees: 
February 1, 1926 - J. R. Lynch, G. Rowan, 

John Spalding; 
January 19, 1959 - E. L. Reynolds, Gordon 

Long, W. J. Strachan. 

Board of Managers: 
1922-1924 - J. R. Lynch, R. K. Chalmers, 

N. Robin~on, D. A. Fraser, John Spalding, 
A. Jolley, G. Rowan, James Boyce. 

January 1925 - J. R. Lynch, N. Robinson, 
James Boyce, A. Jolley, R. K. Chalmers, 
D. A. Fraser, G. Rowan, J. Spalding. 

June 10, 1925 

Board of Managers: 

1926 - J. R. Lynch, N. Robinson, James 
Boyce, A. Jolley, R. K. Chalmers, D. A. 
Fraser, J. Spalding, J. F. Strachan. 

1927 -1928 - Ben S. Woods, E. H. Woods, 
John Spalding, G. Hammond, G. Rowan, D. A. 
Fraser, N. Robinson, James Boyce, W. D. 
Berwick, W. H. Dart. J. D. Forsyth. 

J.929 (by Ballot) - J. D. Forsyth, G. E. 
Reynolds, John Spalding, Ben S. Woods, G. 
Rowan, W. D. Berwick. 

1930 - J. D. Forsyth, G. E. Reynolds, 
J. Spalding, A. Jolley, G. Rowan, James 
Clarke, W. D. Berwick with members of 
Session, Supt. and Secty. of the Sunday 
School and President & Secty. Ladies' Aid. 

1931 (motion; P. S. McPherson, Mrs. Rap
ley) - J. D. Forsyth, G. E. Reynolds, J. 
Spalding, A. Jolley, James Clarke, G. Rowan 
W. D. Berwick with session members, Supt: 
and Secty. Sunday School, President and 
Secty. Ladies' Aid. 

1932 (motion: J. R. Lynch, W. H. Yarwood) 
- J. D. Forsyth, G. E. Reynolds, J. Spalding, 
James Clarke, G. Rowan, W. D. Berwick, 
A. Jolley, Ben S. Woods, with Session mem-

bers, Supt. Sunday School and President 
Ladies' Aid. 

1933 (by ballot) - R. K. Chalmers, J. R. 
Lynch, J. Spalding, J. D. Forsyth, G. Rowan. 

1934 (by ballot) - J. Spalding, J. D. Forsyth, 
J .. R. Lynch, W. D. Berwick, R. K. Chalmers. 

1935 (by ballot) - R. K. Chalmers, J. D. 
Forsyth, W. D. Berwick, J. R. Lynch, J. 
Spalding. 

1936 - J. Spalding, R. K. Chalmers, Mrs. 
Ross Rollins, J. R. Lynch, E. H. Reid, J. D. 
Forsyth. 

1937 -1938-1939 (by ballot) - Mrs. R. Rollins, 
Mrs. R. K. Chalmers, J. R. Lynch, E. H. 
Reid, J. C. Vradenburgh, J. Spalding. 

1940 Motion: (J. Spalding - J. R. Lynch) 
That there be a Board of Stewards of nine 
members - 3 years for 3 years; 3 for 2 
years; and 3 for one year; one member to be 
elected annually by the Ladies' Aid. 3 years: 
J. H. McIntosh, W.J.Strachan,JohnSpalding; 
2 years: F. E. Cullen, H. D. Forsyth, Mrs. 
Ross Rollins; one year: D. Cunningham, Wal
lace Bonner and Ladies' Aid representative. 

1941 - D. Cunningham, Wallace Bonner 
elected for 3 years to fill vacancies; 

1942 - F. E. Cullen, J. D. Forsyth, Mrs. 
Ross Rollins (3 years); 

1943 - W. J. Strachan, D. Deans, Angus 
McKinnon (3 years); 

1944 - Mrs. W. D. Berwick, D. Cunningham, 
Wallace Bonner (3 years); 

1945 - J. D. Forsyth, F. E. Cullen, Mrs. 
Ross Rollins (3 years); 

1946 - W. J. Strachan, D. Deans, Mrs. T. G. 
Long (3 years); E. L. Reynolds to fill vacancy 
- Mrs. Rollinc:; 

1947 - H.G.Forsyth,Mrs.JohnStowetofill 
vacancies - J. D. Forsyth - deceased; F. E. 
Cullen - reSigned; 

1948 - H. G. Forsyth, E. L.Reynolds, R. K. 
Chalmers (3 years); 

1949 - W. J. Strachan, D. M. Deans, Mrs. 
H. D. Armitage (3 years); 

1950 - Gordon Long, Clarence Johnson, Ro
bert Peel (3 years); 

1951 - H. G. Forsyth, E. L.Reynolds, Mrs. 
J. F. Teanant (3 years); 

1952 - Mrs. H. D. Armitage, D. M. Deans, 
W. J. Strachan (3 years); 

1953 - Mrs. D. A. Huett, O. L. Patterson, 
Martin Powell (3 years); 

1954 - J. Reynolds, A. McKean, Allan 
Armitage (3 years); 

1955 - Mrs. F. Rowan, Earl Johnson, H.G. 
Forsyth (3 years); 

1956 - Mrs. William Barrett, Milburn 
McKenzie, Roy McCaw (3 years); 

1957 - Martin Powell, Keith Armitage, 
Harvey Gibbings (3 years); 

1958 - Mrs. Charles Armitage E. J. 
Spalding, E. L. Reynolds, (3 years); D. J. 
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Forsyth - vacancy - Harvy Gibbings ( 3 years); 
1959 - G. E. Goodmanson, Wes. McKenzie, 

Mrs. George Bruce (3 years); 
1960 - Dave Russell, Mrs. C. W. Ellerington 

(3 years); 
1961 - J. Reynolds, Mrs. Allan Armitage 

(3 years) Edwin Stowe; 
1962 - Mrs. Mano Wiens, Ross Ferguson 

(3 years); 
1963 - John Wiens, D. J. Forsyth, Keith 

Armitage (3 years); 
1964 - Mrs. R. S. Taylor, Wes. McKenzie, 

Wayne Johnson (3 years); Mrs. Pat Dales 
(1 year to replace Mrs. Mano Wiens), David 
Spalding ( 1 year to replace Ross Ferguson) 
Edwin Stowe - term extended one year. 

1965 - J. Reynolds, Mrs. C. W. Ellerington 
Ken Powell (3 years); 

1966 - Mrs. William Barrett, D. C. Douglas, 
A. Gilchrist (3 years); W. J. Strachan (2 years 
to replace Mrs. C. W. Ellerington); 

1967 - Mrs. Allan Armitage, Mrs. C. W. 
Ellerington, J. Wythe. 

The United Church 
Sunday School 

No early written records of the Sunday 
School appear to be available. A Union Sunday 
School was organized in August 1922, imme
diately after church union in Miniota. Prev
ious to that time, there was both a Presby
terian and Methodist Sunday School. Mr. Bill 
Grant has in his possession a certificate dated 
1924, showing that he had met all require
ments of attendance and aChievement for se
ven consecutive years. This record was be
gun by the Presbyterian church and carried 
on by the Union Sunday School. The name 
Union Sunday School was changed to United 
Church Sunday School in 1925. 

Mr. J. J. Henderson was the first Superin
tendent of the UnionSundaySchool. He retain
ed this position until the end of 1927 although 
he had been attending Anglican church for 
some time. 

Records show that during the 1920's average 
attendance was in the 80' s. In the late 20' s 
and early 30' s, the senior or Young People's 
class was quite well attended. There was 
quite a large Bible class at that time, too. 
Among the Bible class teachers were Mrs. 
Stowe, Mrs. Reynolds and Mr. H. Solway. 

For many years a Christmas program and 
tree was an annual event. Summer picnics 
were frequently held, sometimes at Hooper's 

Lake. These were attended by the congrega
tion as a whole. 

Through the years the Sunday School has 
assumed responsibility for the organization 
of mid-week groups. In addition to their 
Sunday duties, teachers have taken part in 
study groups, vacation schools, ChurchSchOol 
Institutes, summer camps and training ses
sions. 

Not all officers are known, but the list 
includes the following names: Mr. Morgan 
Johnson, Mr. J. J. Henderson, Mr. G. Ham
mond, Mr. H. L. Albright, Mrs. Rapley, 
Mr. Ben Woods, Mr. W. H. Yarwood, Mr. 
D. Dahlgren, Mrs. R. K. Chalmers, Mr. 
Dave Deans, Mr. J. R. Lynch, Mr. F.Frank
lin, Mr. G. Long, Miss E. Reynolds, Mr. 
Jack Spalding, Mr. Ross Ferguson, Mrs. 
Eric Peterson, Mr. Russell Lelond, Mr. Ron 
McKenzie, Mr. Glen Bridge, Mrs. Wm. 
Grant, Mrs. Ralph.Nash. 

The teachers, of course, are too numerous 
to mention by name, but I am sure that many 
who read this account are remembering with 
gratitude a teacher or teachers who pro
foundly influenced their growth and develop
ment. 

Also remembered are the many ministers 
who through their guidance, understanding, 
and encouragement made lIghter the task of 
teachers and officers. 

United Church Women's 
Organizations 

As the United Church of Canada came into 
being with the union of the Methodist, Pres
byterian and Congregational churches, our 
story begins with the women's work as it was 
organized in this area in the Presbyterian 
and Methodist churches. 

The first services we have record of, in 
what is now known as the Miniota area, were 
Prebyterian in 1883, in a pioneer home. Meet
ings of the church women had been held at the 
homes in the country even prior tothe coming 
of the railroad to the area. Mrs. Walter 
Bryant and Mrs. David Rowan instigated the 
movement. There is mention of a Ladies' 
Aid in 1900, with Mrs. S. D. Taylor presi
dent, and the 'Women' s Missionary Society 
organized in 1917 with Mrs. David Rowan 
leading. Mrs. Taylor continued as president 
of the Ladies' Aid unm 1909. Shewasfollow-
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ed by Mrs. Thomas Stewart who held the of
fice from 1909-1925. 

In Methodist congregation, the Women's 
Missionary Society began in 1913 with Mrs. 
F. G. Huntsman as President. The Ladies' 
Aid was organized in 1918 with Mrs. Albert 
Coultry as the first president. 

When the two congregations joined in a Local 
Union in 1923 the women's organizations -
Ladies' Aid and Women's Missionary Society 
- continued to function in much the same way 
as formerly. The Union of the two churches 
across Canada became officialin 1925 in June 
and it became known as The United Church 
of Canada. This area was in the Presbytery 
of Birtle and the women's work oftheW.M.S. 
was organized on athat level as the Birtle 
Presbyterial. 

It was not until April 1952 that Birtle 
Presbytery Woman's Association was organ
ized. This took place at a meeting at Shoal 
Lake presided over by Mrs. K. A. Moyer, 
Conference W. A. President. Miniota W. A. 
was represented at this meeting by anumber 
of its members. Mrs. Earl KeatingofSilver-· 
ton was the first President and Mrs. George 

Reynolds second Vice President and Mrs. J. 
F. Tennant the Literature Secretary. Our 
W. A. Women were proud to have Mrs. George' 
Reynolds serve as the President of the Pres
bytery W. A. for the years 1956 and 1957 
and again in 1959. She had also been a local 
President of the W. A. and earlier had been 
the local W. M. S. president for seventeen 
years. Mention should also be made here 
of the many years of faithful service of Mrs. 
W. D. Berwick as Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Woman's Association. 

Mrs. Gordon Long succeeded Mrs. Rey
nolds as president of the W.M.S. in 1951 
at Miniota and continued through till 1961. 
During that time she was President of Bir
tle Presbyterial of the W.M.S. for four 
years 1956-1960. 

In January 1956 the two women's organiza
tions - Woman's Association and the Wo
men's Missionary Society - united as one or
ganization known as W. A. - W. M. S. under 
the presidency of Mrs. Gordon Long and with 
Mrs. John Stowe as Secretary and with separ
ate treasurers - Mrs. J. F. Tennant and Mrs. 
D. J. Forsyth. All phases of the workformer
ly done by both organizations was covered 
each year. This continued until 1962 when a 

United Church Ladies' Aid 
Standing: Mesdames Chalmers, Forsyth, Sharpe, Berwick, Hodnett. Walker, 
Hanlin, Haddon, Long. 
Seated: Rowan, Taylor, MacPherson. 
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U.C.W. 
Back Row: Mrs. Russell, Edna Reynolds, Mrs. K. Armitage, Mrs. Nash, Mrs. 
Chas Armitage, Mrs. G. Lang, Mrs. B. Martin. 
Second Row: Mrs. L. Reynolds. Mrs. W. Grant, Mrs. Chruo Ellerington, Mrs. 
W. Strachan, Mrs. J. Wiens. 
Third Row: Mrs. G. Peel, Mrs. H. Armitage, Mrs. A. Hill, Mrs. W. McDonald, 
Mrs. F. Rowan. 
Fourth Row: Mrs. J. Nield, Mrs. S.Taylor, Mrs. L. Gilchrist, Mrs. A. Armi
tage, Mrs. J. Reynolds. 

new organization for the women of the church 
- The United Church Women - came into 
being across Canada. There were forty-four 
charter members in the Miniota U.C.W. -
seventeen in the Afternoon Unit and twenty
seven in the Evening Unit. Mrs. Lawrence 
Reynolds was the first president; Mrs. C. W . 
Ellerington vice president; Mrs. E. J. Spald
ing secretary and Mrs. Gordon Long treas
urer. 

Needless to say there were some differ
ences to be smoothed' over at each change, 
but the work went on with increasing enthu
siasm. In the opinion of this writer, the 
Women's Missionary Society nurtured the 
spiritual life of the church and took respon
sibility for finding leaders and gave sup
port to the junior groups. The Woman's As
sociation faithfully looked after local needs, 
and money raising projects. Both could feel 
a measure of satisfaction in having had a 
share in keeping the church alive and thriv
ing through the years. 

From th~ W.M.S. records available from 
1936 officer s listed are: Presidents: Mrs. 

G. E. Reynolds, 1936-1950; Mrs. Gordon 
Long, 1951- 55; Secretaries: Mrs. R. K. Chal
mers, 1936-42; Mrs. J. C. Vradenburgh, 
1943; Mrs. A. McKinnon, 1944-45; Mrs. K. 
A. Moyer, 1946-47; Mrs. John Stowe, 1948-
51; Mrs. A. M. Hanlin, 1952-55. Treasurers: 
Mrs. T. G. Long, 1936-37; Mrs. J. C. 
Vradenburgh, 1938-41; Mrs. Alex Spalding, 
1942-26; Mrs. Alex McKean, 1947-51; Mrs. 
O. L. Patterson, 1952-1955. 

From W.A. minute books from 1941 officers 
listed are: President: Mrs. G. Fotheringham, 
1941; Mrs. D. cunningham, 1~42-45; Mrs. 
T. G. Long, 1946-49; Mrs. H. D. Armitage, 
1950; Mrs. G. Reynolds, 1951-53; Mrs. D.A. 
Huett, 1954-55. Secretary - Treasurer: Mrs. 
W. D. Berwick 1941-51. Secretary: Mrs. J. 
Stowe, 1952-53; Mrs. W. Jolley, 1954-55. 
Treasurer: Mrs. W. D. Berwick, 1952-53; 
Mrs . .J. F. Tennant, 1954-55. 

W .A.-W .M.S. records give the following offi
cers for 1956-61: President - Mrs. Gordon 
Long; Secretaries - Mrs. W. Jolley, Mrs. J. 
Stowe, Mrs. J. F. Tennant; treasurer - W.A. 
Mrs. J. F. Tennant. Mrs. M. J. McKel).zie, 
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Mrs. Dave Russell;W .M.S. Mrs. D.J. Forsyth, 
Mrs. O. L. Patterson. 

United Church Women 1962-1966 
Presidents - Mrs. E. L. Reynolds 1962-

63; Mrs. Allan Armitage 1964-66; Secretar
ief' - Mrs. E. J. Spalding, Mrs. John Wiens; 
Mrs. E. L. Reynolds, Miss Edna Reynolds; 
Treasurer - Mrs. Gordon Long. 

Baby Band 

At the January meeting of the W. M.S. in 
1946 Mrs. K. Moyer explained the purpose 
of a baby band. A motion was made that Mrs. 
Moyer be in charge of organizing such a band 
in Miniota. 

At the W.M.S. meeting held in June, 1948 
the mothers and babies were guests. Over 
the years in the spring when the junior groups 
were included in the annual· family party of 
the W. M. S. the baby band members and their 
mothers were included. 

The activities of the baby band included a 
Christmas Party and an outdoor picnic in the 
spring. The 'little helpers' of Holy Trinity 
Church were often guests at the picnic. The 
meetings were always well attended. The 
highest recorded attendance was 23' mothers 
and 40 children. A joint worship service was 
usually followed by games for the children 
and slides or special speakers for the enter
tainment of the mothers. A social time was 
enjoyed during the lunch hour. 

Each spring graduation exercises were held 
for the baby band members graduating into 
mission band and certificates were presented 
to them. 

The list of baby band leaders include Mrs. 
R. K. Chalmers, Mrs. Chas. Armitage, Mrs. 
Wes. Robinson, Mrs. Keith Armitage, Mrs. 
John Wiens, Mrs. Pat Dales, Mrs. D. Rowan, 
Mrs. Robt. Jolley and Mrs. J. Sloan. 

In January 1962 when the United Church 
women came into being, the baby band be
came known as the nursery roll, enrolling 

Mil'liota Mission Band, 1926 
On the left, Mrs. Moffat. On the right, Mrs. Grant. 

Back Row, left to right: Janet Evans, Laurie Chalmers, .Jean Henderson. 
Phyllis Dorward, Jessie Pittendreigh, Dorothy Spalding. 
Next Row: Nina Evans, Alice Cornish, Frances Berwick, Elsie Coleman, 
Marguerite Dart. Edith Foster. 
Next Row: Muriel Reveley, Lorna Forsyth, Frances Laird, I rene Dorward, 
Sadie Laird, Jean Outram. 
Front Row: Norma Stowe, Joyce Warren. 
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children from birth to three years - a pro
gram of home visitation and parent educa
tion. This comes under the Christian Edu
cation Program in the congregation. 

Mission Band and))r 
Messengers 

The earliest records show that a Mission 
Band group was part of the Methodist Church 
in 1917. The leader was Mrs. (Rev.) T. J. 
Reynolds. From 1922 to 1927 Mrs. (Rev.) 
Andrew Moffat and Mrs. G. Grant were 
leaders. A Mission Band was part of the 
United Church in the early thirties. Meet
ings were held in the United Church base-

ment with membership and attendance ra
ther low in numbers. 

In 1947 permission was granted to hold 
the meetings in the primary classroom of 
the school during school hours. All child
ren were invited to attend and the United 
Church and Holy Trinity have worked toge
ther ever since. There is a requirement 
of ten meetings a year so the group meets 
every other Friday after recess. During 
the early years the group included all chil
dren in grades one to four. In 1947 this 
was changed to allow all children eleven 
years and younger to attend and now the 
program includes grades one to three. 

Leaders: Mrs. Nash, Mrs. Wiens, Miss Leonard. 
Front Row left to right: R10dney Gardham Patti Gilchrist, Aura Lelond, 
Billy Hurlin, Stanley Bohrn. • 
2nd Row: Kathy Bonner, Debbie Bryant, Ross Stewart, LindaWatters. 
Cindy Howard, Billy Walker, Edward Bryant, Gerry Andrushuk. Julia Oliver. 
3rd Row: Rosalie Richardson, Stanley Gurr, Frankie Garct'ham Mark Morton 
Billy McKenzie, Bruce Eastuke, Marty Goodwin, Olive An~ Argue Kin-: 
Bryant, Leiza lIo,rn, Mark Poppel. ' 
4th Row: Mark Martin, Doug Armitage, Ted Oliver, Susan Nash, Kathy 
Taylor, Beth Foster, John Wythe, Terry Joseph, Carol Joseph, Sherry Burr, 
Ronnie Chartiel'. 
5th Row: Andy Nash, Joan Grant, Brenda Outhwaite, Lauree McKenzie 
Sandra Johnson, Donnie Grant, Lorne Josep/1, David Strachan, Blair Morton; 
Patsy Stowe. 
Missing: Linda Ellerington, Dorinda Stamford, Dorothy Taylor, Karen Eller
ington, Leslie Angell, Leonard Gertz, Marjorie Gurr, Glen Sterling, David 
Trout. 
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This group was affiliated with the W,M.s, 
until 1962 when it underwent a change dur
ing the introduction of the new curricul
um of the United Church. It is now placed 
within the Christian Education program arid 
renamed" Messengers.' 

The form of meeting has varied little 
over the years and has always included a 
worship service, short business meeting by 
elected officers, a study, games and crafts. 
The Mission Band members and now Mes
sengers have their own purpose, hymn and 
prayer which they learn and use at each 
meeting. 

The study has always followed the pre
scribed mission study for the year in the 
United Church with a story book for pri
mary children and helps for the leaders. 
This year we study "Stories for Canada's 
Birthday" on the Canada Centennial theme. 

The special projects have varied and in
clude the collection of old nylons, Christ
mas cards, used stamps, Bible pictures, 
used clothing, games and toys and the mak
ing of scrapbooks for those in need of them 
both in Canada and Overseas. 

Community projects are not forgotten ei
ther. From 1950 to 1960 the Mission Band 
sponsored the March of Dimes campaign 
which was successful each year. More re
cently the Messengers have contributed to 
the support of Ho Yu Ming, the community's 
adopted Korean girl. 

Expl,o>rers 
Back Row: Wilma Sparks, Iris Leloncl. Hel
en Long, Evelyn Woods, Elinor Armitage. 
2nd Row: Heather Gunn, Doreen McCaw, 
Faye Gibbings, Betty Johnson. Ann Craig, 
Sharon Leary. 

Each year the Messengers, as a group, con
tribute financially to the mission work of the 
United Church and Holy Trinity Church. 

The Mission Band has had one money 
making project. This is their annual tea and 
bake sale in May. At one time it was known 
as the "Mother's Day Tea" for which they 
also made and sold carnations. 

Years ago under the W .M.S. the group 
received a "star of recognition" for out
standing work. They received four that we 
know of - in 1947, 1949, 1951 and 1952. 
They could well be proud of them! 

There has always been a magazine for the 
primary children, "World Friends," which 
each receives. It has good stories, projects 

, and riddles for all. 

Down through the years the leaders have 
contributed much time and talents. These in
clude: Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Jasper, Mrs. K. 
Moyer, Mrs. J. F. Tennant, Mrs. D. A. Huett, 
Mrs. J. Wiens, Mrs. C. B. Watts, Mrs. E. 
Petersen, and Mrs. R. Nash. Since the meet
ings are held during school hours the prim
ary teachers have been a great help. They 
have been: Mrs. W. A. Barrett, Mrs. Gunn, 
Miss Wilson, Mrs. Denham, Mrs. J. Wiens 
and Miss M. Leonard. 

A special tribute is paid to Mrs. J. F. 
(Grandma) Tennant who was a Mission Band 
leader for thirteen years. 

Many guest speakers, including the min
isters of both the United and Holy Trinity 
Churches have helped willingly to enrich the 
studies of this group from its very beginning. 
Sometimes they had firsthand information 
pertaining to the year's mission study. 

This brief outline of the last 35 years of 
Mission Band and now Messengers certain
ly shows that small children are an import
ant part of any church and community. 

The Explorers 
The first Explorer group in Miniota was 

organized under the leadership of Mrs. 
Aubrey Cunningham Jan. 1, 1950. It included 
boys and girls eight to eleven years of age. 
In the fall of 1951, membership was limited 
to girls nine to eleven years of age, the pro
per age for the organization. Two leaders 
known to have assisted Mrs. Cunningham 
were Mrs. Les. Horner and Mrs. Frank 
Rowan. 
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In 1953 Miss Edna Reynolds and Mrs. Wil
frid Jolley became leaders. The group was for 
the first time registered with the Christian 
Education Committee of the United Church of 
Canada and affiliated with the Women's Mis
sionary Society. 

An Explorer Group holds expeditions not 
meetings; It conducts explorations not stu
dies; it keeps a log not minutes. The Ex
plorers' guiding star is Jesus, and their 
compass is the Bible. 

In 1954 the Miniota Group was one of a 
hundred groups across Canada which were 
selected to test explorations in preparation 
for a new study book. Explorations are on 
such topics as the following: Worship, the 
home, the community, Thanksgiving, Eas
ter, Christmas, Bible study and Missions. 

Many girls in this community have enjoyed 
the studies and fun of this Youth Group. 
Quite a number have attended Junior Camp 
at Camp Wasaga and met at Rallies with other 
Explorer girls. 

Many leaders have given their time andef-

Front Row: Patsy Stowe, Debbie Johnson, 
Sherri Lelond, I rene Horner. 
2nd Row: Arlene Lelond, Debbie Gilchrist, 
Terry Eastuke, Sheila Bryant. Jerry Tay
lor. 
Back Row: Yvonne R,o,wan, Helen Wythe, 
Norma Foster, Marg Dales, Shirley Armi
tage. 
Leaders: Mrs. Howard Richardson and 
Mrs. Dales. 
Missing: Diane Argue, Linda Stewart. 

C.G.I.T. farewell to Mrs. Beer, C.G.I.T. leader. 
Back row, left to right: Rubie Currie, Bessie Bonner .. 
Next Row: Margaret Rowan, Jean Hanlin, I rene Hodnett, Mrs. Beer, Myrtle 
Conway, Doris Berwick, Margaret Conover. 
Front Row: Winnie Bryant, Nora Bend, Lillian Walker. 

- 157 -,--



fort to make this organizatpon both interest
ing and instructive. They include, in addition 
to those already named, the following: Mrs. 
Geo. Bruce, Mrs. I. Armitage, Mrs. Len. 
Bryant, Mrs. Ralph Nash, Mrs. Ross Fergu
son, Mrs. Dave Rowan, Mrs. Jno. Sloan, 
Mrs. Edwin Wadham and Mrs. S. W. Dales. 

Mrs. W. Jolley holds the long service re
cord of six years. 

C. G. 1. T. 
Our earliest record of a C.G.I. T. group in 

Miniota was in 1922 under the leadership of 
Mrs. T. H. Stewart. A mother and daughter 
banquet was held in March of that year. 
In 1923 there were 23 members under the 
leadership of Mrs. P. C. Watts. Among those 
listed as members were Zella Cornish, Edna 
Rowan and Rubie Currie. The girls chose 
the name 'Wawka' for their leader, and the 
club name of Chee-Chee-Wata with the motto 
service. In 1924 Mrs. Beer was a leader 
and there is no record of a group after that 
until 1943 when Mrs. T. Jasper acted as 

leader. The next group was formed in 1949 
and there has been a group every year since 
then until the present time. The member
ship that year was five, Irene Jolley, Jean 
Walker, Mae Sparks, Jessie Rowan and Merle 
Stewart. For such a small group they had a 
busy year raising enough money to send four 
of the girls to camp Wasaga. other leaders 
through the years have been: Mrs. Wes. 
Robinson, Ida Rowan, Mrs. Lloyd Robinson, 
Corrine Mutch, Mrs. K. Moffatt, Mrs. E. 
Spalding, Mrs: R. McCaw, Mrs. Roy Lelond, 
Mrs. F. Rowan, Mrs.·C, Geddes, Mrs. Chas. 
Watts, Miss Betty Johnsonwho acted as junior 
leader, Mrs. Ivan Armitage, Mrs. H. King
don, Mr". Wm. Mossop, Mrs. L. Gilchrist, 
Mrs. Long, Miss Dianne Williams. The pre
sent leaders in 1966-67 are Mrs. IvanArmi
tage, Mrs. J. Eastuke, Mrs. Chris Webber 
and Miss Beth Armitage, Junior leader. The 
enrolment is 25. 

The C.G.I. T. purpose is" To cherish health, 
seek truth, know God, serve others and thus 
with His help, become the girl God would 
have me be." 

C.G.I. •. Group 
Back RoW, left to r'ight: Mrs. I. Armitage, Joan Taylor, Beth Armitage, Bon
nie Bunn, Marilyn Wiens. Kathy Spalding, Mrs. C. Webber. 
2nd Row: Noreen Wad ham, Janet Hanlin, Carol Armitage, Maria Doherty, 
Sharon Attwood, Arlene Armitage. 
3rd Row: Beth Taylor. Wendy Mitchell, Anne Kirton, Pat Taylor, Anita Stowe. 
Front Row: Faye Bryant, Debbie Richard!,on, Pat Eastuke, Heather Thomp
son, 

-158 -



.Their weekly meeting consists of worship 
Blb~y study and a Mission study project. I~ 
add.lt~o.n they do crafts and some outdoor 
actIVlfles. In 1961 the group was awarded 
t~e. Dr. Isabelle. M~Tavish Shield in recog
rutIOn of the mlSSIOn study project which 
they had completed. Their activities include 
a y~arly vesper service and carolling at 
Chnstmas. In the spring they hold a tea 
and craft. sale and ~ mother and daughter 
banquet wlth graduation exercises for those 
~ho have completed their five years train
mg. 

Girls, through the years have further en
riched their lives by attending rallies and 
camps. Two girls, Joan Hodnett and Elinor 
Armitage had the privilege of attending the 
camp council at Brereton, Ont. 

In April, 1963 the C.G.r. T. group adopted 
~ daug~ter, Ho Yu Ming, a 12 year old girl who 
llves m Hong Kong with her mother. Her 
father ~ied in hi~ attempt to escape from 
Red Chma. The glrls contributed $16 each 
month toward the support of Ho Yu Ming 
and correspond with her regularly. In 1965' 
owing to the illness of her mother mor~ 
fi~ancial assistance was required if' Ho Yu 
~mg was to continue her schooling. The 
glrls appealed to the community in a ,. Ming 
~ay' . The money collected, with a dona
hon from the student council of the colle
giate, and the proceeds from a collection 
taken when Miss Jessie Rowan showed her 
slides of her European tour amounted to 
~17_9 .. With this additional help the project 

1966 Christmas Pageant, C.G.I.T. 
Standing, left to right: Debbie Armitage, 
Milrgaret Ann Currie, Donna Horner, 
Cheryl Thompson, Lucille G,oodwin. Donna 
Bohrn. 
Seated: Sharon Bryant, Doug Armitage. 

is being carried on and is now receiving the 
support of organizations in the United Church 
and Holy Trinity. Mrs. Ivan Armitage is in 
charge of it. 

The Vesper service this year was held on 
Dec. 18th. It was planned as a prelude to 
the Centennial year and an Indian Pageant 
of the Nativity scene was presented against 
the background music of the Huron Carol. 

Church Boys Group 

A Trail Ranger group for boys of Inter· 
mediate age was organized in Novembel 
1949 with Gordon Long as Mentor. Boys 
from the Anglican and United Churches 
attended. This group continued to the end 
of April, 1950. Murray Collier was Chief 
Ranger and Alfred Blaich secretary. 

In 1952 a Trail Ranger group, known as the 
Rough Riders, was organized with Rev.-Kea 
Moffatt as Mentor and Don Forsyth his 
assistant. Ellis Sparks was Chief Ranger 
and Jim Sparks secretary. The group sent 
Ellis Sparks to the Tuxis Boys' Parliament 
in Winnipeg during Christmas week that 
year. Hockey games, curling and ball games 
were undertaken with neighboring groups 
of Trail Rangers. A concert was put on 
and a Father and Son Banquet in April 
1953. That year Wilbur McKean was Chief 
Ranger and Ellis Sparks secretary. Wilbur 
attended Boys' Parliament representing the 
group that year. 

In the .fall of 1954 a Sigma C group for 
Intermedlate boys was organized with Lindley 
Hodnett and Frank Leary as leaders. 

Tyros, for junior age boys 9 - 11 years, 
was organized in the early fifties with Bill 
Rowan as leader. Following his death, his 
brother Dave Rowan, carried on the group. 
Their next leader was Don Forsyth. Jack 
Walker and Bill Hall were leaders of this 
group in 1956 and 1957. 

For a number of years now Boys' Work 
in the community has been organized and 
carried out by a Boy Scout Group Committee 
and is sponsored by the Community Centre. 
Rev. A. M. Watts and William Barrett were 
the main instigators of this plan. 

(From the records available this inform
ation on Boys' Work was gathered. No doubt 
there were earlier groups but we do not have 
the records.) 

- 159-



Young People's Society 

by Lawrence Reynolds 

The Young People's Society of the Miniota 
United Church is believed to have first been 
organized in 1928 or 1929. Several people re
call having an organization during the years 
that Rev. Earl S. Dixon was our minister. 

It is regrettable that no minute books are 
available for the early years of the Society. 
However, the minutes of annual congregation
al meetings give brief reports of the So
ciety for the year 1930-1938. 

During these years the Society enjoyed 
quite a large enrolment. The number of 

. members in 1930 being 62, in 1931 - 67 
and in 1932 - 70, with an average attend
ance· of around 45 at each meeting. Enrol
ment figures for the rest of this period are 
not available but it is known that the group 
gradually became smaller. The membership 
consisted of senior students, teachers, bank 
staff and single young men and women 
living in the community. It would appear 
that only about twelve of the members of 
the early thirties are now living in the 
Miniota district. Several have passed away 
and the rest are living in many different 
parts of the country. 

As the writer is much more familiar with 
the first ten years the society was organized, 
I will deal with this period in some detail 
before going on with the account of later 
years of the Young People's SOciety. 

The Young People's Society, later known as 
the Young People's Union, was organized and 
operated as part of the Christian Training 
program of the United Church. Each year 
officers were elected and convenors appoint
ed. Meetings were held regularly from early 
fall until spring. Usually there were twelve 
to sixteen meetings a year. The general 
pattern for meetings was to open with a de
votional and study period. Each year there 
were usually one or two meetings when we 
entertained the Anglican Young People, Beu
lah, Arrow River or some other neighbor
ing Young People group and conversely we 
were their guests. Debates, public speak
ing, special speakers, concerts, bonspiels, 
carnivals, sleigh rides and hikes all helped 
to round out a very full and interesting 

program. Many of the plays mentioned in 
this history under the heading of Drama 
were produced by the Young People's So
ciety. 

It was also very popular with the mem
bers of the Y bung People's Society to be in
vited to hold a meeting in some member's 
home. It became a custom to present our 
hostess for the evening with an autograph 
album and have those present sign their names 
on a page in the album. Several of these 
albums are still prized possessions. 

Money was raised by the production of 
plays, concerts, membership fees and other 
activities. These were used in various ways 
for the work of the church at home and 
abroad. Some of the projects supported by 
the Young People's Society were donations 
to local expenses, missionary allocations, 
contributions to the support of Vita Hospital, 
as well as helping to support missionaries 
in Japan and India. 

Looking now at the years 1939 - 1946 
we find a complete set of minute books. 
It is only natural, due to World War Two 
that enrolment was considerably smaller 
during this period. There were about 40 
enrolled in 1939 and 17 in 1940. 

For the years 1942 - 1945 it appears that 
the Anglican and United Churches had a 
joint Young People group with a membership 
of 35 to 40 each year. The minutes of meetings 
held during these years indicate a very 
active group was following closely the same 
type of organization as has been previously 
outlined. 

It should be mentioned that all of the 
Young People's groups were responsible for 
taking charge of one or more church services 
each year. It is interesting to note that 
Sunday, April 29, 1945 was one of these 
occasions. At this service the present Com
munion table, which was presented to the 
church by the Young People, was dedicated. 
On another occasion the Baptismal bowl was 
presented by the Young People. 

Mrs. Geo. Reynold's Album shOws that 
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meetings were held in her home in 1930- 31-
32- 33- 35 and 1941. I would like to list the 
names of those who signed the album in 
1931: W. J. Strachan, G. Long, Norma Stowe, 
Ina Cornish, Doris Berwick, Laurie Chal
mers, C. Williams, Nellie Leary, Ed Spald
ing, W. Peel, Kallie Lynch, Francis Berwick, 
Lorna Forsyth, E. Rowan, Phyllis Dorward, 
Grace Powell, Edythe Lelonde, Carrie Proto
sawick, C .H. Dorward, Dorothy Spalding, 
Dorothy Newsham, Jack Walker, Edna Rey
nolds, Irene Dorward, Daisy Wythe, Jim 
Chalmers, Frank Rowan, L. Reynolds, E. 
MacLenehan, Don McLennon, J. Alex Stephen, 
George Peel, Jack Rowan, Norman Walker, 
Charlie Peel, Kenneth Warren, Frank Leary, 
Francis Walker, Lorne Powell, Bernard 
Leary, Harold Forsyth, Jim Walker. 

In addition to the activities I have mentioned 
Young People's rallies were held at some 
point in the Presbytery each year. These 
proved to be qu~te popular with many mem
bers and many friendships were formed at 
these get- togethers that have continued until 
the present time. 

It would seem that no Young Peoples' 
organization was active from 1946 until 1954. 
It was re- organized in 1954 with an enrolment 
of fifteen to twenty members. This group 
continued to meet until the spring of 1957. 
Again the records show a very active and 
enthusiastic group. 

It was not until 1963 and 1964 that we find 
any further Young People activity. At this 
time under the leadership of Rev. John 
Sloan a group of young people from the four 
point field and Holy Trinity church in Miniota 
organized and held quite a number of 
meetings. 

In conclusion I would like to say that the 
Young People's Society or Young People's 
Union through all the years from 1928 tol964 
was a very worthwhile and vital part of 
the church program in Miniota. I am certain 
that all who belonged to and worked with 
the Young People's group feel that they were 
well rewarded and their lives enriched 
through their association with this organi
zation. 

Scouts 
TiO'P Row: Mrs. E. Evans. Harry Warren, George Pittendreigh, Frank Rowan, 
Harold Forsyth, Arthur Learn. 
2nd Row: Fred Bryant, Eric Evans, Ronald Winters, Bob Lancaster, Jack 
Dart, Harvey Hanlin, Mrs. Neelin. 
Bottom Row: Ed. Spalding, Frances Walker, Jack Walker, Leo Horner, Bill 
Pittendreigh, Jim Chalmers. 
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Boys Scouts and 
Cub Scouts 

Cubs 
Back Row: Mrs. Pierce, Edwin Wadham, 
Mrs. Wadham. 
2nd Row: David Williams, Randy Pierce, 
Brian Oliver, Ken Reynolds. Dennis Char
tier, Wayne Webber. 
3rd Row: Darcy Oliver', Glen Wadham, 
Bruce Mitchell, Henry Chartier, Jim FOI'
syth, Bobby St,o>we. 
Front Row: Ken Sterling. Brian Lelond, 
Terry Howard, Timmy Webber. 
Missing: Gordon Thompson. 

Scouts 
Back Row: Rev. Nield Dale Richardson 
Ken Pierce, Gilbert Wad'ham, Mr. Williams: 
Second Row: Matty Bunn, Mike Eastuke, 
Danny Argue, - Sterling. 
Front Row: Ken Wad ham, Dennis Stewart 
Dennis Lelond, Jackie Bryant, Denni~ 
Richardson. 

Very little information has been available 
about past Cub and Scout Organizations, 
but the first Boy Scout Group we have found 
an account of was organized in April, 1911, 
in charge of Mr. Joe Horner. This group 
reorganized in 1912 with Mr. G. V. Henderson 
as Scoutmaster. A Boy Scout Group was 
again active in 1919. Lessons were given in 
Signalling and First Aid. They were very 
active in 1920 when their activities included 
cleaning the cemetery, assisting the town
folk to clean up gardens etc., and working 
hard to raise funds to supply themselves 
with uniforms. A grant was received from the 
Council and the group was well supported 
by the W. I. Mr. J. J. Henderson was Scout
master at this time. A successful camp was 
held during the summer of 1920, when 
swimming, fishing and other Scout activities 
were enjoyed. 

Mrs. J. L. Evans was also in charge of 
a Scout Group for some time. We have no 
record of time or activities. . 

A group of interested parents met with 
Mr. M. Goodmanson in 1958 to discuss form
ing Boy Scout and Cub Scout Groups, and on 
October 14, 1958 an organization meeting was 
held in the Community Centre with.Mr. Mc
Fayden, District Commissioner from Oak 
River in attendence. Community Centre 
agreed to sponsor the group and a Group 
Committee was formed consisting of Keith 
Armitage, Chairman; Mrs. Wm. Barrett, 
Secretary; Martin Powell, Treasurer; also 
Charles Bryant, Bill Mossop, Mrs.EdSpald
ing and Earl Johnson. 

Leaders of the first Boy Scout Troup were 
M. Goodmanson, Scoutmaster, with Bill 
Mossop and Les. Horner as assistants. There 
were 24 boys in the group. 

Other leaders have been: 1962 - Scout
master - Bill Barrett, 1963 - Scoutmaster -
George Wilkens, Assistant - Rick Barrett;· 
1964 - Scoutmaster - Morley Wettig, Assist
ant - Wally Brown; 1965 - Scoutmaster -
Ken Powell, Assistant - Tom Morrison; 
1966 - Scoutmaster - Rev. J. Nield, Assist
ant - Cecil Williams. 

Leaders of the first Cub Scout Pack were 
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1935 Brownies 
Back Row: Bernice Rapley, I.rene Hurlin, ?, Doris Berwick (Mrs. W. Peel). 
Maud Dickey, Elsie Barrett, ?, DOI'othy Woods. 
Fr,olnt Row: Hazel Day, Ora Watts, Marjorie McPherson, Margaret Bonner. 
?, Barbara Hurlin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Reynolds, and there was 
a membership of 11 boys. The following 
were also leader: 1963-64 - Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Eastuke, Assistant - Mr. E. Wadham, 1965 -
Mr. and Mrs. E. Wadham, Assistant - AI. 
Owens; 1966 - Mr. and Mrs. E. Wadham, 
Assistant - Mrs. Charles Pierce. 

Cub camps have been held every year, 

the first one being at Salt Lake, then at 
Birtle and Shoal Lake. 

The Cubs and Scouts held a Father and 
Son Banquet in the United Church on Feb
ruary 19, 1964. and since then this has been 
{Ill annual event. 

Girl Guides 
Back Row: Mrs. Reveley, Margaret Hanlin, Jean Henderson, Irene Henderson 
Lynne Reveley, Ivy Outram, Winnie Bryant, Mrs. Copeland. 
Front R,olw: Muriel Reveley, Verna Hill, Lorna Forsyth, Connie Outram, 
Mabel Hill, Alice Thompson, ElSie Coleman. 
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Rangers, Guides, Brownies 

Mrs. 'Copeland and Mrs. Revely started 
a company of Girl Guides in the fall of 1925. 
Another company was formed in 1926 with 
Mrs. Laird and Mrs. Chalmers as leaders. 
In 1928 the two companies joined, with Mrs. 
Copeland leader and Margaret Rowan (Mrs. 
J. Frazer) Lieutenant. The Guides earned 
badges for cooking, sewing, swimming etc. 
They camped at Salt Lake and HoopersLake. 
While camping at Salt Lake. Gwen Taylor 
(Mrs. S. Bell) rescuep. a swimmer andre
ceived a special badge. 

Several younger girls were formed into 
a group called 'Rosebuds," later the name 
was changed to Brownies. Mrs. Copeland 
was the first Brownie leader. Mter earning 
the required number of badges and passing 
tests, the Brownies advanced to the Guide 
Company in a "Flying Up" ceremony; the 
Guides advance to the Ranger troop. They 
paraded on Memorial Days, held teas, baz-
aars, and achievement days. . 

In 1934 a meeting of the parents of the 
Guides and Brownies was held, and a "Local 
Association" was formed, whose duty it would 
be to further interests in Guide work. The 

following officers were nominated: Mrs. 
Cunningham, President, Mrs. Oliver, Secret
ary, Badge Committee - Mrs. E. H. Woods 
and Mrs. Hanlin. The Guides were reorgan
ized with Mrs. Copeland leader, Jean Hender
son (Mrs. Roy Lelond), captain, Muriel Bar
rett (Mrs. Reg. Bryant), Winnie Bryant 
(Mrs. W. Morgan) and Ivy Outram (Mrs. 
J. Collier) as Lieutenants. A sewing club 
was organized under the supervision of the 
Extension Service and continued for 3 years. 
Leaders were Mrs. Hanlin, Mrs. Watts, Mrs. 
Day, Mrs. Oliver, Mrs. E. H. Woods, Mrs. 
Lelond and Mrs. Mossop. 

In December 1937 a Ranger Troop was 
organized with Mrs. Copeland as Cal?tain 
and Nancy Clark (Mrs. Hugh Hanlin) as 
Lieutenant. The Rangers were active until 
February 1939; the Guides and Brownies until 
the fall of 1940. 

Guide uniforms were sent to Flin Flon. 
Brownie uniforms to Killarney. 

Mrs. Copeland was active in Girl Guide 
work in Miniota for 15 years (1925-1940). 
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The First School District 

of Miniota No. 389 

Old Miniota School, 1912 
Left to Right: Margaret Bombay, Mabel 
Bruce, Ann Beard. Mal'y Beard Miss Rid
dell (teacher), Mrs. William Bonner', Bes
sie Bonner, Jennie Huntsman, Jessie Hunts
man, Wilf Jolley, George Bruce. Missing: 
Martin Powell. • 

s. W. 18-14-26 

In the summer of 1885 the first Miniota 
School was built on what has been recently 
known as the J. Dickie farm, north east 
of town. On January 6th, 1886, the school 
was opened with much ceremony. A. S. 
Lynch, A. r::. Clyde and W. Taylor were the 
trustees. 

The first teacher was D. D. Burke and, 
we are told, was a good man for the job, 
in spite of the fact he had only one hand. 
In those days the children walked to school 
in rain or shine, heat or cold. An old school 
register informs us that in January, 1887, 
a blizzard forced them to remain in the 
school all night. 

The following names were found in the 
first school register: John, Ena, Stella, 
Anne and Thomas Taylor; Sarah, Walter, and 
Wilmot Lynch; Sadie, Edith and George 
Reynolds; John, Edward, Nellie, Annie, Maizie 
and Robert Irwin; the Burke family; Bertha, 
Ethel and George Clyde; Ida and Florence 
Lynch; Bella and Angus McDonald. 

This school operated until 1910 when it 
was closed and became part of the Sarah
ville Consolidated School in the village of 

Miniota. The old school was purchased by 
John Taylor, was moved and is now part of 
the F. Rowan farm home. 

Sarahville School No. 680 

The first meeting of the ratepayers ot 
Sarahville School District was held February 
6th 1892 at the home of Mr. M. Black. 
The first trustees elected were Mr. S. 
Taylor (chairman), Mr. W. Howard (secret
ary-treasurer) and Mr. G. Rowan. 

The trustees' first problem was raising 
money to build a school and selecting a 
site. They decided they would require 
$700.00, to be raised by debenture loans, 
and this would build a school-house 20 by 
24 with a 6 by 8 porch. The site they cho.s~ 
was on S. E. 1/4-31-13-26, now part of the 
Hanlin farm. 

After overcoming many difficulties the 
school with twelve desks was ready in Oct
ober 1892. The first teacher was Miss House 
who taught until the end of December at a 
salary of $35.00 a month. The ~chool wa.s 
closed then until April and contmued untIl 
December 1st. 

In 1893, wood to heat the school was 
bought from Mr. Boyce at $1.40 a cord. 
A well was dug that year and a stable cost-

Old Sarah ville School No. 680 
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New Sarahville School in Miniota, 1908, (lined up for Field Day). 

ing $157.00 was built by Mr. Clyde. Money 
to run the school always seemed to be a 
problem, and to keep the school open, the 
board borrowed money from local resIdents 
paying interest as high as 10 per cent. 

At the annual meeting in 1899, it was 
decided that in view of changes in the 
district caused by the. incoming railroad, 
there be no unnecessary money spent on 
school or grounds. In the summer of the 
following year, at a special meeting it was 
resolved "that the new town of Miniota 
being in Sarahville School District, and in 
view of the new town having to build a 
school, it is not advisable to go to further 
expense on present site" . 

However in spite of all the meetings and 
discussions, changes came very slowly and 
not until February 19, 1908 was a second 
Sarahville School ready for classes in the 
village of Miniota. 

On this occasion, a representative from 
the Dept. of Education, the architect, the 
inspector, parents and children attended 
an impressive ceremony. This building is 
now known as the old red-brick school, but, 
in 1908 the architect stated it was the 
finest piece of brick work this side of 

Winnipeg. J. Cottingham was the chief brick
layer and W. B. Prentiss, the carpenter. 

The original Sarahville School was sold by 
auction to Mr. D. Rowan for $300.00. It 
was moved to town and became part of the 
late Dr. Chalmer's large home, now owned 
by Mr. G. Curry. 

In 1909 SarahviIle School District con
solidated with Andrew School District. The 
following year the original Miniota School, 
situated north east of the village closed and 
joined the Consolidated School District of 
Sarahville No. 680 as well. Progess was 
being made, and the following letter pub
lished by a pioneer can best describe this .'. 
Quote: 

Nov. 28, 1911 
'We have a consolidated school which has 

been in operation for over a year and a 
half now and there is not a thought of re
turning to the old way. Conveying the child
ren is a great success and they are always 
anxious to go to school and the younger 
children of the family are anxiously waiting 
until they are old enough to go too. Those 
who have their children drawn to school 
would not think of returning to the dis
carded system when they had to get their 
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School Vans 1911 

children to school the best way they could. 
Those who live near the school are pleased 
to see more children attendin~ school because 
there is more competition and enthusiasum 
as the teacher has a great deal more to 
encourage them in their work. The children 
attend Il10re regularly than when they had 
to find a way themselves to get there. They 
also seem to enjoy the drive fo and from 
school, and no matter how cold the morning 
none seems to be too cold. Some children 
put a hot brick in the van, but the driver 
is doubtful if they ever use it. When they 
get their wraps on and get inside the van 

where the wind does not strike them, they 
move about more or less and are always 
warm and comfortable. As the Gov't pays· 
one-fourth of the cost of transportation the 
taxes are not materially increased. We 
would not have the least trouble drawing 
the children eight miles to school were it 
not for the Assiniboine hills that lie two 
miles west of Miniota where our school is 
situated. However the roads are being im
proved and then the travelling will be easier. 

Yours truly, 
(Sec.Treas.) Gilbert Rowan 

Now - Miniota Consolidated School - 1914 
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Miniota Consolidated 
School District 

Miniota School, Grades 7-8, 1920-21 
1st ROw, Seated: Hugh Hanlin, Lindley Hodnett. Jean Walker, Cliff Conway, 
Alfred Thompson, Sid Warren, Con Dorward, Reg Bryant. 
Centre Standing: Bill Thompson, Les CUrrie, George Bruce, Hazen Chalmers, 
Jack Warren. 
Back Row: Marjorie Thompson (teacher). Margaret Hanlin, Edith Bruce, 
Lillian Walker, Margaret Rowan, Francis Wililock, l.ynne Reveley, Mal'ion 
Henderson. Missing: Charles Bryant. 

Miniota School 1920·21. Jr. Room 
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As Sarahville Consolidated School was 
located in the village of Miniota, it was 
often referred to as Miniota School. The 
board thought it wise to change the name, 
and in 1914 the name Sarahville was taken 
down and officially the school district became 
Miniota No. 680. 

By the spring of the same year, the 
increasing number of students necessitated 
the opening of a fourth class-room. In 1915 
the Canadian Club, at a ceremony held in 
the school, presented the students with paint
ings for the school, for achieving the highest 
awards in the province in Canadian history. 
This was a proud moment for some of our 
former students. 

In 1919 Miniota Consolidated School Dis
trict joined the newly formed Municipal 
SchooI' District No. 14'9. This organization 
was then quite unique in the province, and 
over the years has continued to operate. 

Municipal Field Days which were started 
in the early twenties have been an annual 
school affair for Miniota. SChools from all 
over the municipality meet and compete for 
honors in jumping,. racing, ball throwing 

and team events. The parade of schools in 
uniform dress and attractive banner, has 
been a main event, and there has always 
been stiff competition for the shield in 
Marching. More recently individual trophies 
have been presented to the most outstanding 
boy and girl athlete each year. 

In the September 1924 issue of the Miniota 
Herald we find "The attendance in the two 
lower rooms of Miniota has made it necessary 
to open another room. The basement of the 
masonic Hall (now owned by J. Wiens) is 
being fitted up for grades three and four. 
Miss Dudley has been hired as teacher". 

These crowded conditions continued and in 
June 1928, by a majority vote, Miniota was 
able to build a new school. Mr. C. V. 
Harrison was given the contract to erect 
the building, costing $14,700.00 - now the 
present public school. 

Another annual affair associated with the 
Miniota School for many years is the pres
entation of Christmas Concerts. To best 
describe these we use a program printed 
in the December 22nd, 1936 issue of the 
Miniota Herald. 

Welcome Recitation - Ida Rowan 

Field Day 
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Present Elementary School (Miniota) 

Birth of the Flowers - Room II Girls 
Bunny Drill - Room I 
Recitation - Marjory MacPherson 
Carols - Room III 
Stocking Drill - Room II Boys 
Song Trio - Irene Hurlin, Dorothy Woods 

Betty Vradenburgh 

Folk Dance - Room I 
Play "The Man in the Bowler Hat" -

Room III 
Bell Drill - Room II Girls 
Chorus - High School Girls 
Christmas Play - Room I 
Play "The Golden Doom" - High School 
Tap Dance - Dorothy and Betty Vrad-

enburgh 

Incidentally school concerts of today com
pare very favorably with those of the past. 

Both the public and high school students 
attended the new school until 1959. At this 
time Manitoba high schools were taken over 
by the newly formed divisional school boards. 
The province was divided into large areas 
and Miniota was included in the Birdtail 
School Division. A new high school with a 
modern laboratory and auditorium was built 
in Miniota by the divisional board, and now 
takes care of all secondary students. 

Back Row: Mrs. Barrett, Miss L. Elleringt,on, Phyllis Peel, Irma Stowe. 
Sheila Hurlin, Alfie Blaich, John Wythe, Er.ic Hurlin, Jay Murphy, Bill 
Rowan, A. Babuik, Goraon Salway, Melba Howard, Mary Babuik. . 
2nd Row: Joan Hodnett, Glenyce Currie, Sandra Spalding, Jean Walker, Irene 
Jolley, Merle Stewart, Wilbur McKean, Doug Collier, Ellis Sparks. Arthur 
Arnold, Rennie McKean, Mae Sparks, Evelyn Moore, Mr. A. Cunnin~ham. 
3rd Row: Do'n Gurr. Jim Sparks, Shirley Arnold, Phyllis Sparks, Kathleen 
Kosteniuk, Myrna Barrett, Sharon Stowe, Elsie Arnold, I rma Jolley, Doreen 
Cunningham, Eleanor Bryant, Heather Spalding, Lynne Cunningham. Betty 
Ellerington, Pat Hodnett, ·Gwen Draper. 
4th Row: Larry Walker, Bob McKean, Bob Jolley, E. Arnold. Albert Darker, 
Ronald J,o,hnson, Barry Leary, Bob Bryant, Wayne PO'we II , Les Bryant, Don 
Angp.lI. Rennie McKean, Lloyd Arnold. 
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Miniota High School 9-12, 1955 
Back Row: Bud Kelly, Bill Hall, Don Gurr, Ed Jolley, Rennie McKean, John 
McKenzie, Bob McKean, Wilbur McKean. Jim Clegg, Bob Bryant, George 
McKinnon. 
2nd Row: Pauline R,Q,wan, Sandra Spalding, Gwen Draper', Shirley Arnold, 
Phyllis Sparks, Venda Pierce, Faye Clegg. Glenyce Currie, Bev Gunn, Mr. 
Gunn. 
Front Row: Rosemary Currie, Harriet Koch, Myrna Barrett, Pat Hodnett, 
Be'tty ElierinQton. Betty Ann Brown. Joan Hodnett. Estelle Babiuk, Jessie 
Rowan, Edith- Cameron. 

Back Row: Les Bryant, Cliff Walker, Miss Paynter (teacher), Elinor Armi
tage, Wilma Reynolds, Jack Reynolds, Billy Armitage, Betty Johnson, Faye 
Gibbings, Maryann Kostenuk, Ann Craig, Iris Leland, Bob Walker, Jack 
Walker. 
2nd Row: Ken P·Q,well, Sharon Stowe, Eleanor Bryant, Irma Jolley, Barry 
Leary, Heather Spaldinq, Kathleen Kostenuk. 
Front Row: Ronnie Johnson, Evelyn W,oods, Shirley Johnson, Ronnie Bryan~. 
Wilma Sparks, Bob Draper, Albert Darker. 
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Back Row: Kenny Reynolds Wayne P,olppel, Henry Chartier, Danny Argue, 
Eddy Rinn, Dennis Richardson, Jackie Bryant, Bobby Stowe, Mrs. E. Barrett. 
2nd Row: Cindy Goldsborough, Beth Taylor, Audrey Wiens, Debby Richard
son. Shit'ley Armitage, Dianne Argue, Anna Abramzick, Norma Foster, 
Helen Wythe. 
Front Row: G,olrdon Peters, Heather Thompson, Debby Armitage, Faye 
Bryant, Rita Hanlin, Kathy Kingdon, Laurie Rowan, Carie Wiens. Arlene 
Lelond, Gordon Thompson. 

Miniota Scho.ol, Grades 6-8, 1959 
Back Row: Johnny Stowe, Maurice Currie, David Spalding, Bob Walker, Gary 
Johnson, Ron McKenzie, Brian Long, Jim Sparks, Nelson Kenward, Aston 
Bat'rett, Brian Thompson, Ken Bryant, Rick Armitage. 
2nd Row: Miss Reynolds, Terry Bryant. Marilyn Koch, Dale Leland, Doreen 
Topps, Vic'toria Fleury, Eileen Davidson, Doreen McCaw, Linda Lelon'c!, Linda 
Williams, Bill Kosteniuk, Garth Powell. 
Front Row: Carol Goodwin, Grace Cameron, Betty Andrushuk, Donna Bryant, 
Ann Armitage, Barbara Craig, Sylvia Thompson, Wendy Curry, Doreen 
Sparks, Linda Mossop, Bev. Bryant, Judy Bryant. 
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History, they say, repeats itself and the 
summer of 1966 found Miniota Public School 
short of class-rooms once again. This time, 
the remedy was to have a cottage-type 
class-room built on the school grounds. 
Increased enrolment has been caused by 
closing most small rural schools. 

The sixties seem to have started off with 
changes and before they are over, we know 
there will be more. Many new courses are 
being taught and we are hearing of new 
teaching methods. 

In writing the history of this school, very 
little comment has been made of teachers 
and pupils. Individuals are too numerous 
to mention, but we pay tribute to the many 
dedicated teachers who have guided and 
taught the students !.n our district. These 
young people, over the years, have gone on 
to study Arts, Science, Music, Nursing, Home 
Economics, Religious Education and Teach
ing. 

Wr:: must here also thank all trustees who 
have had so many problems over the years. 
They have given much of thek time willingly 
and should be remembered for their valu
able service. 

Looking back over the years here are a 
few interesting facts we have found - 1905 -
Mrs. A. M. Hanlin (Olive Boyce) first grad
uate of Sarahville School to become a teacher. 
1913 - saw the first van routes organized 
in Miniota for Sarahville School. 
1922 - Jack Rowan, Frank Evans, Will Dow-

ard - first Miniota boys to attend University 
of Manitoba. 
1923 - Miniota Municipal Board organized 
their annual Field Day. 
1924 - First annual Teachers' and Trustees' 
Social gathering. 
1930 - Miniota's first entry of two school 
choirs in Festival. 
1931 - Grade 12 class first taught in Miniota. 
1945 - W. 1. requested that the old school 
building be used as recreational centre and 
meeting place. 
1956 - Mrs. F. Rowan first lady trustee on 
Miniota Municipal School Board. 
1959 - Lawrence Reynolds first Miniota 
trustee on Birdtail Divisional Board. 

Glenloch ar School 

The first history of G1enlochar School 
dates back to April 21st, 1906, when a 
meeting was held at the home of Mr. C. 
Ellerington. This school was namedby Mr. D. 
Gerrand after his home in Scotland. The 
minutes of this first, meeting which are 
complete inform us that Angus Craig was 
chairman, Ge.orge Mellor Sr. was Secretary, 
and Wm. Elhott, A. J. Leland andC. Eller
ington were trustees. other interested fam
ilies were Luther Currie, Jeremiah Leland 
Thos. Lelond, A. E. Harris, J. B. Conover' 
Nich Robinson, W. E. Warren, H. D. Armitage; 
and F. McQuay. 

The ,site selected was the S. W. corner 

School picnic at Glenlochar. 
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of sec. 27-13- 26 and by the sale of deben~ 
tures one thousand dollars was raised to 
get the school under way. That summer ten
ders were called, for a building 26 by 22 
with a porch in front and a specified number 
of windows, etc. At a meeting on Sept. 
5th, 1906 three tenders were submitted and 
the contract was given to T. Miner and W. 
Prentiss who supplied all material and labor 
for $900.00. A stable was also built at an 
additional cost of $85. Trustees met at the 
completed school on November 14th and 
after a thorough inspection, accepted it. 

At a meeting on December 21st, 1906 the 
appication of Olive Boyce as teacher was 
accepted at a salary of $550.00 per year. 
Classes commenced in January, 1907. The 
enrollment was 20 and all but three are 
still living, many oUhe m stHl in the district. 

The school became the social centre of 
the community with social evenings, spelling 
matches, picniCS, ball games and of course 
the annual Chrishnas concert. Church and 
Sunday School were held there for many 
years also. The school continued in operation 
until 1942 when it closed due to shortage 
of pupils. 

Following Olive Boyce, the teachers em
ployed were - Ella Robinson, Edna Harrison, 

Glerdocha" Cairn 

Miss Cruikshank, Miss McLean, Marion 
Wiggins, Edith Cusack, Edna Warren, Miss 
Lynch, Gladys Clyde, Ethel Miller, Olive 
Thompson, Gertrude Young, Isobel Matheson, 
Georgina Swanton, Rae Eulloch, Olive Shuttle
worth Florence Brown, Edna Rowan, Clar
ence Warren, Alice Peel, Marjorie Bardwell, 
Kathleen Staples, Mrs. Bessie Hall and Ruth 
Gibbon. 

In 1948 the old school was sold and is now 
the home of Mrs. Donald Sutherland in 
Arrow River. In 1962 residents and former 
pupils erected a field stone cairn with a 
plaque to commemorate the pioneers. It is 
situated near the site of. the old school. 
It was unveiled in July 1962 when' many 
former teachers and pupils, including many 
whose names appeared on the original regis
ter, gathered with local residents to pay 
tribute to the pioneers of this area. We 
feel it will be a permanent memorial to 
those who have gone before to present and 
future generations. 

Two Creeks 8<::hoo1 

The Two-Creeks School opened Aprill5th, 
1886. Miss Elizabeth Smith was the first 

Two Creeks School, '1931-32 
Maurice Turner, Tom Cole, Stanley Prost, 
John Black, Roy Watson, Charles Bryant 
Ronald Sader, Howat'd Dunn, Bill Watson; 
Norman Sader', Bud Davies. 
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teacher and taught until November 1886. Her 
salary was $35 per month. Some of the early 
teachers were Miss Lusted, Mr. G. Medley 
and Mr .. Mitchell. 

The first school was a wood frame building 
at the center of the District (Junction of 
sections 3 and 4, township 13 and sections 
33 and 34, township 12). The School District 
included the south 1/2, Township 13, Range 27, 
Sections 1 to 18 (Miniota Municipality) and 
North 1/2, Township 12, Range 27, Sections 
19 to 36 (Wallace Municipality). The first 
trustees were: Major Gen. Piggott, Mr. H. M. 
Powers and Mr. F. Bickerton. The occupiers 
of Sections 3, 33 and 34 stated their willing
ness to have a free grant of the requested 
plot given to the school. 

The present red brick school was built 
in 1920. The old school was sold to Mr. M. 
Black. Trustees at that time were: J. H. 
Dunn, Geo. Cole Sr., Fred Cole, Secretary 
M. Black. Miss Moore was the teacher and 
about 35 pupils attended school. 

The 50th Anniversary of the Two-Creeks 
S. D. was held July 10th, 1936. Miss Smith 
(Mrs. E. Blaheman) was present. Of the 
gentlemen present at the meeting to organize. 
the School District, Mr. Cowley Webster Sr. 
was the only one present at the Anniversary. 
Inspector Beveridge congratulated the people 
of the district on arranging the celebration, 
stating this was the first Anniversary of its 
kind that he had been privileged to attend. 

Two- C reeks School was amalgamated with 
the Miniota Municipal District December 31st, 
1958. Children to Grade 6 were transported 
with vans. Grades 7 and 8 were transported 
to Miniota. Before that time children either 
walked, rode horseback or came by horse and 
buggy. 

In Aug. 1966 the Two-Creeks school was 
closed and the Children transported to 
Miniota. 

Wynona School 

The Wynona School District was formed 
in 1900. The school was built on the N. W. 
1/4 of 33-13-27 andwasgiventhenameWynon 
(an Indian name, meaning the first daughter) 
and was named in honor of Robert Stuart'5 
daughter. 

The first trustees were Robert Stuart, 
John Cameron, Sec. Treasurer Chas Thomp
son. The first teacher was Miss Joan Craig 

of Boissevain, followed by Miss Katherine 
Woods, Birtle; Miss Fanny Doyle, Beulah; 
L. A. Rutherford, Hamiota; then Lionel Ward. 
Eldon Robinson taught at Wynona for seven 
years. Some of the scholars enrolled the 
first year were Lizzie, John and Pete 
Cameron; Basil. and Wynona Stuart; Roy and 
Effie Faulconer; Eunice, Ivor and Vanetta 
Waldie; Steve, Madge and Edith Thompson. 

During the years, trees and shrubs were 
planted. The school was heated by a box 
stove, later a room furnace was used. In 
1950 a basement was dug and a furnace in
stalled. 

In the early years the school term was 
from April 1st until Christmas. The children 
were driven, rode horseback or walked to 
school until the Miniota Municipal School 
District was formed in 1919. Wynona became 
part of the district and vans were supplied 
to transport the children to school. 

While Miss McBean (Mrs. L. Bowles, 
Elkhorn) was teaching at Wynona, the children 
put on programs and with the money earned, 
purchased a piano. 

The school served as a place to hold 
Christmas Trees, Dances, Whist' Drives, 
Concerts, Bingo, Showers and Wedding 
Receptions. Entertainments were arranged 
for the boys from the district who went 
into the Armed Forces. Sunday School and 
Church services were held there. 

The school operated from 1900 until 1958 
when it was closed and all the pupils were 
transported to the Miniota School. The last 
teacher was Laurel Shewchuk. The school 
is now used as a Community Centre. 

Wynona School 
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Early Lodges 

In the early years of the 1900' s several 
lodges were active in Miniota, of which we 
have very little record. 

In December 1906 the Council of Royal 
Templars was organized with officers J. N. 
Clinton, S.c.; Miss Dorsey, V. c.; W.G. 
Walford, P. C.; R. A. Bashan, Chaplain; 
Miss Ballantyne, Recording secretary; J. R. 
Lynch, financial t rea sur e r and Mrs. 
Chalmers secretary. They had a charter 
membership of thirty which increased to 
one hundred and fifty. They had their own 
tennis court, cricket and football teams. 

Knights of The Macabees 
The Kni~hts of the Macabees, also (we 

understand) known as the Miniota Tent #17, 
K. O. T. M., was also organized. Mr. S. 
G. Dixon and Mr. G. Rowan were the only 
members of which we could find any record. 

Knights of Pythias 
The lodge Knights of Pythia was organized 

in Miniota in 1907, by a number of railway 
men brought to the town, whilst the Grand 
Trunk Pacific railway was being 1aid one
half mile north of town. Jack Dunn, the 
village blacksmith was chief organizer, Gil
bert Rowan was also a member. Meetings 
were held in the hall over Steuart's Hard
ware. This lodge was active fer a short 
time only. 

Masonic Lodge 
102 A.F.A.M. 

On January 8th, 1906, the Miniota Lodge 
of Masons was regularly instituted by Rt. 
Wor. Bro. William Chambers of Hamiota. 
The Charter Members were: Wor. Bro. 
Samuel Hunter W. M., Bro. James Boyce 
S. W., Bro. Robert Lang J. W., Bro. (Rev.) 
Sidney Thomas, Chaplain, Rt. W or. Bro. 
Gilbert Rowan, Treasurer, Rt. Wor. Bro. 
Hubert Broadhurst, Secretary, Bro. Marshall 
Gammon S. D., Bro. Edward Jones, J. D., 
Bro. Albert Harris I. G., and Bro. Thomas 
Graafstra, (the only living charter member). 

The first meetings of the Lodge were 
held in the room known as the Hall, over 
Steuart's Hardware store, ~d on August 
8, 1906, the Lodge was duly granted its 
Charter as Miniota Lodge No. 102 G. R. M. 
On January 1st, 1911, the local Masons and 
Lodge No. 76 I.O.O.F. jointly took over 
the rooms above Dr. Chalmer's Drug Store 
and held their meetings there. In 1924 the 
Masonic Lodge bought the unused Methodist 
Church, and with the I. O. O. F. as renters, 
moved into its present location. 

In the following years the Lodge grew in 
numbers until in 1931 the attendance aver
aged 27.9. 

Under the direction of many devoted and 
able Masters, the Lodge grew to be one of 
the best organized and generally proficient 
organizations of its kind in the whole fifth 
Masonic District. Many of its members were 
advanced to responsible positions, not only 
in the district, but also in the Provincial 
area. It is too bad that lack of space will 
not allow a full list of those well merited 
promotions. We will however, treat briefly 
on one. 

Most Worshipful Brother Jim Henderson 
was honored by being advanced to the post 
of Grand Master of Masonry in Manitoba, 
a post which he filled with credit and dis
tinction. 

Lodge Gordon No. 280 
S.O.E. 

On February 14th, 1907, a group of Eng
lishmen in Miniota me t to organize a Sons 
of England Lodge. This being the birthday 
of General Gordon, it was unanimous that 
the Lodge be named Lodge Gordon #280. 

District Deputy E. G. Lanham of White Oak 
Lodge, Hamiota, was present to initiate and 
install its members and officers into the 
Red Rose Degree. The charter members 
were: Worthy President J-. L. Evans, Past 
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Miniota Sons of England 

President, G'eorge Cornish; Worthy Vice
President, R. Andrews; Worthy Secretary, 
G. Willock; Worthy Treasurer, F. Clarke; 
Members: B. Leader, A. Watts, T. Miner; 
F. Tyler, E. and F. Milbank, J. Horner, 
J.' Ringland, H. Lawson, B. Pritchard, W. 
Long and A. Suckling. A. Milbank was Chap
lain. 

Meetings were to be held in the hall over 
Steuart's Hardware on Main Street east 
once a month, but after the first meeting, 
it was decided to hold them twice a month. 

The first Church Parade was held on May 
24th, with the town band in attendance. Roses 
were worn by the members. This was to be 
an annual event. 

Picnics and Sports Days were sponsored, 
and football and baseball teams and cricket 
were organized for summer, with whist 
and checkers, tournaments and debates for 
winter pastime. Later this enthusiastic group 
of men organized a Minstrel Group which 
provided entertainment for the many ,. At 
Homes' . 

Suitable furniture for the Lodge room was 
made by one of the members. An organ 
was purchased and kitchen equipment pro
vided. 

A stained memorial window with brass 
nameplate was placed in Holy TrinityChurch 
by the members of Lodge Gordon in memory 
of King Edward VII, who died in May 1910. 

A Flagpole was erected over the Lodge 
Hall in 1911; the Union Jack to be flown 
on lodge nights, one hour before sunset and 
on all public and civic occasions. 

A Past President's Jewel and an illumin
ated address was presented to the first 
president, J. L. Evans on his departure to 
live in Saskatoon. The illuminated address 
was prepared by two members of the lodge,
H. L. Broadhurst and Wm. Purvis. 

In 1912, the lodge went into mourning for 
the loss of fellow countrymen in the sinking 
of the luxury liner" Titanic' . 

Portraits of King George and Queen Alex
andria were purchased and occupied a place 
of honor in the lodge room. In 1912 gasoline 
lamps replaced coal oil lamps. 

Lodge work continued until the outbreak 
of World War I, when many of the young 
men enlisted for service. This made it 
impossible for the few left to carryon, 
and in 1916 Lodge Gordon was disbanded. 

After the war, with the return of a number 
of service men, Lodge Gordon was able to 
re-organize in 1920. There was an influx 
of new members at this time, and things 
began to look brighter. The lodge room was 
moved to a more central location, over the 
drug store on Main Street. Lodge work 
continued and progressed favorably until 
World War II in 1939. Membership was at 
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this time again depleted by enlistments tQ!l 
such a degree, that it was found necessary 
to disband in 1942. 

Parkissimo Lodge 
76 LO.O.F. 

Parkissimo Lodge #76 was instituted in 
Miniota on OctohPr 5th, 1910, by D. D. G. P. 
W. Shaw and other Past Grand Masters, 
with a membership of 29. The Charter 
Members were: Dave Rowan, W. B. Rowan, 
D. Soldan, W. B. Prentiss, J. Webster, R. 
Drennan, J. J. Taylor, A. S. Hodnett, W. A. 
Bournes, G. Rowan, W. J. Bonner, S. Cald
well, Dr. Chalmers, E. W. Ayers, W. D. 
Berwick, G. Cornish. 

Visiting brethern from Rivers, Basswood 
and Minnedosa were in attendance, with 
Rivers Degree tearr:-conducting initiation and 
third degree. 

The Lodge holds a creditable record for 
continuous activity and keen interest in 
lodge work. 

Among the members who have had the honor 
of holding Grand Lodge offices are: Dr. 
Chalmers, W. B. Prentiss, W. J. Bonner, 
C, Ellerington, H. W. Gibbings, D. Russell, 
L. S. Hodnett andO. Blaich. L. Hodnett via::t 
the first Grand Master of Manitoba from 
Parkissimo Lodge. 

During the depression years, the lodges 
were faced with hard times, and Parkissimo 

w'as kept operating only by the efforts of 
a few dedicated members such as J. J. 
Henderson, Kit Ellerington, Doc. Chalmers 
Bill Bonner, Bill Prentiss and Wallace Ber~ 
wick. Its membership and activities increased 
during the early forties, and the lodge took 
on some very worthwhile projects, such as 
sponsoring and organizing the Red Cross 
picnics during the latter war years. 

In 1949 several new members were acquired 
from the Decker area, who joined Parkissimo 
when the two lodges amalgamated. 

Parkissimo is still an active lodge with 
around forty members and NelsonHenderson 
ie: Noble Grand for 1966. 

Daughters of England 

1927-1941 

The Daughters of England Benevolent Soc
iety, sister lodge to the Sons of England 
was instituted on February 8, 1927, to be 
known as Lodge Anglia, #58. 

The Initiation Ceremony was conducted 
by the Grand Vice President, Sister Paul
ley of Winnipeg and Sister Weller Dis
trict Deputy Grand President and Sister 
Kitchen of Lodge Prairie Rose, Brandon. 

There were nineteen Charter m9mbers. 
The officers installed were: Worthy Presi
dent - Sister Reveley (Mrs. B): Worthy 

Oddfellows Parade. April 27, 1913 
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Vice President - Sister Wythe (Mrs. C. E.) 
Worthy Secretary - Sister Oliver (Mrs. R. M.) 
Worthy Treasurer - Sister Watts (Mrs. Wm.) 
Worthy Chaplain - Sister Armstrong (Mrs. 
G.L.) 

Lo~ge members made their own regalia. 
Meetmgs were held once a month in the 
S.O.E. Lodge room above the Drug store 
later establishing a lodge room of theif 
own above Wythe's garage, which is now 
owned by J. Wiens. 

The lodge was honored by having one of its 
mem::>ers appointed as District DeputyGrand 
PreSIdent of the Brandon District, in the 
person of Ethel Hodnett, (Mrs. W.L.), a po
sition she held for a number of years. 

The Daughters of England disbanded in 1941. 

Rebekah Lodge 
The Miniota branch of the Rebekah Lodge 

was in<:'tituted in the fall of 1913. 

The Charter Members were: Mrs. John-

son, Mrs. Mossman, Ida (Rowan) Graves, 
Mrs. J. J. Henderson, Mrs. Chris Elleririg
ton, Mrs. Wallace Berwick, Mrs. Thomas 
Conway, and Mrs. Norma (Evans) Hepburn. 

We had no projects, as we had no extra 
funds. It seemed to be just social in connec
tion with the LO.O.F. Lodge. We even had to 
make our own regalia as the ones to be pur
chased were out of bounds for us. The Male 
Charter Members from the 1. O. O. F. were 
Dr. Chalmers, J. J. Henderson, Thomas 
Conway, David Rowan, William Prentiss and 
William Bonner. 

We believe that Mrs. Graves and Mrs. 
Henderson are the only living members of 
that Lodge. 

It was discontinued after 1920. 

Miniota Women's Institute 

The Home Economics Society held their 
organization meeting in the municipal hall on 
May 18th, 1915 with the assistance of Mrs. 
Crawford from the Manitoba Agricultural 

Women's Institute 
Back Row: Mesdames F. Rowan, J. Cook, L. Long, C. Armitage. L. Lelond, 
J. Collier, C. Argue. 
2nd Row: W. McKenzie, E. Spalding, A. Armitage. Wes Lelond, W. Peel, 
C. Goodwin, D. Stewart. 
3r~ ~ow: A. McKean, J. Stowe, D. Douglas, W. Bonner G. Debblee. 
Mlssl.ng: Flo. Ellerington, Betty Howard, Mrs. W. Leland, Mrs. Blaich Ena 
Ellermgton, Mrs. A. Hanlin, Mrs. S. Taylor. . 
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~ociety. T~eir first regular meeting was held 
m June wIth an attendance of fifty. The'offi
cers that first year were: Pres. - Mrs. F. 0 
McQuay; Vice-Pres. - Mfs. C. Ellerington; 
2nd Vice-Pres. - Mrs. A. Gerrand; Sec -
Tr.eas. - Mrs. F. Clarke. The directors ap
pOlnted were: Mrs. Sinclair, Mrs. J. Hender
son, Mrs. Bird, M~ss N. Taylor, Miss H. 
Turner, Mrs. R. K. Chalmers and Mrs. John
son. r-:o record of the initial membership 
is avaIla~le but the following list of names 
were copIed .from the first year's mi.nute 
book: Mrs. J. Fraser, Mrs. T. Stewart, Mrs. 
Mossman, Mrs. Anderson, Me:>. G. MHllor 
Mrs. Cole~idge, M.,:-s. D. Gerrand, Mrs: 
Re,ddon, MlSS R. Hodnett, Miss N. Evans, 
~rs. J. H. Stuart, Mrs. Sararas and M:~s. 
. aulkner. 

The first year, 1915, programs, were con
cerned chiefly with the 'home. Papers were 
given on fruits and vegetables, preserving 
and pickling. A social with a fancywork display 
and a 10 cent tea was held. There was a talk 
on ' Good Taste in Dress." The first money 
outlay was the purchase of four dozen cups 
and saucers at a cost of $5.54 including 
freight. The first money collected by the 
Society was use<i to send boxes to the boys 
overseas and the first money raiSing ven
tures were, a dinner which was hela in the 
basement of the Methodist church and a car
nival, the use of the rink being offered by 
Mrs. Watts. The proceeds hom these ven
tures went to tile Red Cross and the Tem
erance Alliance. In 1919 the name of the 
SOCiety was changed to Women's Institute. 

The following women have served as pre
sidents: Mrs. F. O. McQuay, Mrs. A. Gerrand, 
Mrs. T. H. Stewart, Mrs. Reveley, Mrs. J. 
E. Laird, Mrs. C. Wythe, Mrs. Armstrong, 
Mrs. E. H. Bally, Md. A. Hanlin, Mrs.R. K. 
Chalmers, Mrs. T. Jasper, M)~s. R. Rollins, 
Mrs. W. Taylor, Mrs. R. Oliver, Mrs. G. 
Hooper, Mrs. R. Leland, Mrs. Chas. Eller
ington, Mts. Chas Armitage 1962 -

Those who held the pOSition of Sec.-Treas. 
were: Mrs. F. Clarke, Mrs. BIrd, M~ss A. 
Hodnett, Mrs. J. Reynol?s, Mrs. D. Sinclair, 
Mrs. W. L. Hodnett, M1SS E. Sararas, Mrs. 
C. Wythe, Mrs. R. Oliver, Mrs.J. C. Vraden
burgh, and Mrs. G. Hooper. Those who acted 
as secretaries were: Mrs. J. Stowe, Mrs. A 
H~lin, Mrs. C. Wythe, Mrs. F. Gooden: 
M~ss E. Sararas, Mrs. J. C. Vradenburgh 
Mrs. G. Hooper, Mrs. J. Tennant Mrs Wm' 
Peel 1963 - the treasurers we;e: M~s. J: 
Forsyth .. Mrs. E. Sararas, Mrs. C. Wythe, 
Mrs. McKinnon, Mrs. J. Chalmers, Mrs. D. 
Huett, Mrs. R. Leland, Mrs. E. Spg.ljing Mrs. 
Wes. Leland 1964 - ' 

Programs with dem:mstrations, displays, 
debates, book reviews, panel discussions, as 
well as socials, picnics and entertainments 
have helped to keep our meetings lively and 
interesting. Health and home economics, ag
riculture, and industry, citizenship and edu
cation, cultural activities and studies on Unit
ed Nations have all been given a place on our 
programs. 

The care of the cemetery has been a con
cern of the W.r. from the very beginning. The 
first committee formed in 1920 was Mrs. T. 
Stewart, Mrs. W. Hodnett and Mrs. J. Fraser. 
In the early years the society raised consid
erable money for caretaking and cemetery 
improvement. One of our members, Mrs . 
Chris. Ellerington is a representative on the 
present cementery board and acts as sec
retary treasurer. We still pay an annual 
contribution for its support. 

In 1919 a library was rented from the M~
Gill University for the use of the members 
of the community. Mrs. J. Forsyth and Mrs. 
A. Gerrand were the Guarantors for the sum 
of $50. for the renting of this library. Books 
were also collected locally. Later travelling 
libraries helped to provide reading mater
ials. For some years past we have had a 
library of books obtained from the Exten
sion service. These, about 135 in number 
are kept in the home of Mrs. A. McKean and 
a new shipment is received three times a 
year. 

Red Cross sewing and knitting, still spon
so!:,ed by many W .1.' s had its beginnings in 
Miniota during the First World War when 
sewing meetings were held twice a month. 
Later Red Cross articles were distributed 
from the Ice cream parlor to be completed 
at home. Mrs. Forsyth was in charge of this 
work during both wars. At one time, to create 
more interest a knitting contest was held 
when 104 pairs of socks were completed in 
three weeks. The winner was Mrs. Tvler 
with 1;; pair of her credit and Mrs. McKee 
second who knit nine pair. Our present Red 
Cross convenor is Mrs. J. Collier. 

At different times the W.1. attempted to 
operate a rest room in Mi.niota. In Septem
ber, 1921 a rest room was opened in the 
room next to A. Spencer's butcher shOp. The 
library was also kept there and there is an 
account of meetings being held there. In 
April of the next year this rest room was 
closed. In 1946 another attempt was made to 
supply this convenience, this time in the build
ing owned by the Manitoba Co-op. It was 
closed in 1953. 
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Through the years W.1. meetings were held 
in many different places, among them. the 
Municipal Hall, Turner's Hall, the Umted 
Church parlor, the old bank building, the Me
thodist church, the D.O.E. hall as well as in 
the homes of the members. A building fund was 
started in order to provide a permanent 
place to meet. In 1948 arrangements were 
made with comm'lnity centre to hold meet
ings there and the first meeting was held 
there in May of that year. $300. was turned 
over to C.C. for the purchase of seats for 
the centre. From that time community cen
tre and W.1. have co-operated in moneyrais
ing projects such as spor.ts day meals and 
bonspiel lunches, dividing Pl'OCe.eds on a. 
fifty-fifty basis. Mrs. Wes Lelond is our re
presentative on the C.C. board at this time. 

In the First World War a great deal of the 
community war efforts were channeled 
through the society. Money raised was ddnat
ed to the Red Cross, Soldiers' Relief Fund, 
Belgium Relief Fund, Y.M.C.A., St. John's 
Ambulance, Halifax Relief Fund and the Re
turned Soldiers' AssOCiation. Boxes were 
packed to send to the boys overseas and 
extra socks knitted to go into the parcels. 

In World War IT similar work was done 
by the Institute. In 1940.alone it is reported 
that 477 articles of clothing, 201 knitted ar
ticles, and forty blankets were collected and 
sent to the Red Cross. Donations were made 
to· V bundles for Britain, milk for Britain, 
the Queen's Canadian Fund, Soldiers' Com
forts fund, British Children's War Service 
and the Navy League. In addition boxes were 
packed for the boys overseas and a salvage 
committee formed to collect fats, paper, rags 
and rubber. W.1. savings were put into War 
bonds. In 1945 a comm:ttee from W. 1. as
sisted the Soldiers' Good W III Committee 
with a banquet honoring the returned men. 

Through the years dental clinics, eye, ear, 
nose and throat clinics, nutrition classes, 
eye glasses for needy children, showers for 
local brides and gifts for new brides in the 
district, farewells, assistance at T. B. Clin
ics have well received our support. A Blooj 
Donor clinic held in Miniota for the first 
time last year received our supp_ort, therE' 
being 167 bottles of 11100d collected. 

For many years the W.1. sponsored the 
Drama Club and some fine plays were staged 
by the ladies themselves. 

We sponsor a Home Grounds and Garden 
competition annually and we are proud of the 
neatness and beauty of our litile village. 

For a number of years tag days were used to 
collect money for the Blind Institute and Can
cer research. In 1954 an organized canvas 
of both town and country was begul\ with the 
result that well over a $100 is sent to each 
organization annually. Mrs. G. Long is in 
charge of this project. 

In 1950 after the closing of our local hos
pital, Mrs. R. K. Chalmers and Mrs. A. Han
lin became our first representatives on tll.e 
Hospital Aid in HamJ.ota. We assume r€!spon· 
sibility for payment of the anfiual allocation 
and collect donations of fruit, v~getables, 
jam and pickles for th~ hospital. For quite 
a number of years members assist~ with 
mending at the hospital. We still sl!nd two 
representatives to the hospital aid meetings 
each month. 

In 1955 we became sponsors ofthe 4·H sew
ing club and in that year shared in the cost 
of sending two girls of the 4-H club to Winni
peg. For a number of years their leaders 
were members of our group. We still sponsor 
this organization and they have a part in our 
program each year. 

Through the years we have taken advant
age of many of the homemaking courses of
fered by the Extension Service. 'these have 
included Millinery, sewing and handicrafts. 

Our members have attended District and 
Provincial conventions, leaderShip school and 
rallies. We have had representatives 011 the 
District board. The late Mrs. R. Lelofid was 
apPOinted to the district board in 1947 and 
became secretary in 1950 continuing in that 
office until 1959. In 1953 while on holidays 
in the east, Mrs. W. Berwick had the oppor
tunity of attending the A.C.W.W. conference 
held in Toronto as a visitor. In 1957 a. 
rally was held in Miniota to he9.t Mrs. T. 
Jasper, a former member oi our organi2ation 
speak on the A.C.W.W. conference which she 
attended as a delegate, in CeylCln. 

Miniota has played host to two cCJltvefitions: 
in 1938, when Mrs. A. Hanlin wa.s our presi" 
dent and in 1949 when Mrs. R. k. Chalmers 
was in the chair. 

In 1940 the 25th anniversary of the Miniota 
W.r. was celebrated and at that tim~ Mrs. 
Forsyth received recognition for continuous 
membership since 1916. The 40th anniversary 
was also celebrated in 1955 whenntHghbOring 
institutes were guests. At that time Mrs. 
Ellerington Sr. and Mrs. A. Hanlin Were 
honored as they WHe charter members. 
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In 1953 the Birtle District Board started a 
Book of Remembrance and it contains the fol
lowing names from Miniota: Mrs. Wallace 
Berwick 1955, Mrs. James O. Chalmers 1956, 
Mrs. George Grant 1957, Mrs. Christopher 
Ellerginton 1961, Mrs. Roy Lelond 1961. The 
names of three of our members are enrolled 
in the Manitoba Book of Remembrance. They 
are Mrs. J. Forsyth, 1945, Mrs. Christopher 
Ellerington 1961 and Mrs. Roy Lelond 1961. 

In 1962 Mrs. J. F. Tennant and Mrs. A. 
Hanlin were presented with life memberships 
and A. C. W. W. pins. 

In concluding this history of the Miniota 
Women's Institute we note from the minute 
books that in 1946 Mrs. R. K. Chalmers, 
Mrs. W. Bonner and Mrs. W. Berwick were 
appointed to write the history of the W.I. 
and a committee of Mrs. R. Oliver, Mrs. T. 
Long and Mrs. A. Spencer to write the Min
iota Hi ~tory. These were done in the form 
of scrap books and they are a great help to 
the present history ~committee involved in 
the biggest project they have ever attempted. 

A Tribute to Miniota W.I. 
Hail to the Women's Institute! 

-Which in recent years 
Decided to compile the tale 

of the Early pioneers. 

Immediately they set to work,
Marshalled all their forces, 

Prepared the campaign carefully, 
Their plans and their resources. 

First they looked about them 
For facts and information; 

The work and headache this involved 
Became a revelation! 

So many early residents 
Had died, or moved elsewhere, 

But the Directors of the Institute 
Traced each with greatest care. 

The Secretary set the pace 
For each and311 committees; 

She wrote to living missing folk 
In small towns or in cities. 

Then came the answers thick and fast, 
And next began the typing. 

As piles of histories amassed, 
Hot brows all needed wiping! 

But this was not the end of it, 
-The probe must go still farther-

They had to trace "Activities," 
Regardless of the bother. 

They searched for old newspapers
They travelled up and down, 

From Miniota to Hamiota, 
Yes, and Birtle town. 

Each paper was perused with care, 
With mingled sighs and laughter, 

With feelings of nostalgia 
For scenes 'before and after.' 

Facts and data gathered thus 
Was good ... but more was wanted. 

So trips were made to Winnipeg. 
Where Archive Halls they haunted. 

At last the task was quite complete, 
Information all accredited; 

They sent it to the printer, then, 
Whose business was to edit it. 

The interest in this History 
We hope will be perennial; 

It's a project to Commemoriate 
Our Canada's Centennial. 

-Olive Dibblee 

Golden Age Group 
A Golden Age Group (no age limit) from 

Miniota, Beulah, Isabella, Arrow River, 
Crandall, Willen and Reeder was organiz~ 
ed in September, 1966 under the direction 
of Mrs. W. A. Barrett. This group now has a 
membership of seventy-nine. Meetings are 
held once a month with a large attendance. 

The first get together in September took 
the form of a turkey dinner in the Commun~ 
ity Centre. At this banquet, the members 
elected Mrs. Jack Cook as their President 
and Mrs. Archie Hill as Secretary. The fee 
to join is fifty ceni's. The Secretary sends 
out get well cards to anyone not able to at~ 
tend because of sickness. Roses or corsages 
are presented at each meeting to those who 
have birthdays during that month. 

The October meeting consisted of a whist 
drive with high prizes going to Mrs. Norman 
Lelond (one of the helpers) and Mr. L. 
Stevenson and the low prizes to Mrs. P. 
Still and Mr. Johnnie Craig. 

The November meeting was hosted by 
Isabella W.r. in the Isabella Community 
Hall where members enjoyed a singsong 
which concluded with a duet by Mrs. Scarth 
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and Mrs. Finkbeiner entitled ;'Three Score 
and Ten." A "talk with our neighbor" game 
got everybody into the spirit of things. This 
was followed by a game of court whist, A 
delicious lunch concluded an enjoyable after
noon. 

The December meeting took the form of 
a Christmas party held in the Miniota Com
munity Centre in which the Miniota W.1. 
entertained. Christmas games were .played: 
Santa Claus (alias Eric Hurlin) distributed 
the exchange gifts in his usual cheery man
ner. The Collegiate students attended and 
presented two numbers: "Gesu Bambino" 
and "Thirty two feet and eight little tails," 
and then joined whole- heartedly into group 
singing of Christmas carols. The "Seniors" 
sang two numbers then for the" youngsters." 
Both groups finally joined hands to sing "We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas." Mrs. George 
Dibblee accompanied on her organ. Also 
Jack Cook played his accordian. A delicious 
lunch ended a lovely afternoon. 

The January meeting consisted of a Scotch 
program. Mrs. Tommy Mitchell, accompan
ied by Mrs. Charlie Watts, delighted everyone 
by singing twoScotchfavorites. Wendy Leary, 
accompanied by her father danced twoScotch 
dances. Tom Rollo read some of his poetry, 
Mrs. Harvey Hyndman spoke on her trip to 
Scotland. Mrs. Pete Caml~ron and Mrs. Lou 
Lelond gave readings. Mr. John Wythe read a 
poe m entitled" Old Age" and ended up with a 
reading called 'What is a Citizen." The group 
then enjoyed a Scotch lunch. Mrs. Cook had 
made beautiful corsages for the birthday peo
ple. 

Beulah W.r. has invited the Golden Age 
Group to Beulah for ,a Valentine Party on 
February 15. 

Wynona Ladies' Club 

In 1958, the year after Wynona School was 
closed the building was left to the Wynona 
distri;t to be used as a Community Centre. 
The main use has been for the Ladies' month
ly meetings, however, such functio~s as 
showers, farewells, concerts and catermg to 
wedding receptions have been held. 

The Wynona Ladies' Club was organized in 
November, 1956. At that time the meetings 
were held in the homes, until the school was 
available. 

The first meeting was held at the home of 
Mrs. Will Thompson, and there were twenty 
members present. Our first president was 
Mrs. Elmer Brown, with Mrs. Joe Joseph 
as secretary- treasurer. The succeeding pre
sidents have been: 1958-60 Mrs. Jack Cook; 
1961-62 - Mrs. Jim Stamford; 1963 - Mrs. 
Charlie Goodwin; 1964- 65 Mrs. George Peel; 
1966 - Mrs.Stewart Taylor. -

Mrs. Wm. Leary was secretary-treasurer 
from 1958- 62. At the re-organization in 1963 
the job was divided and Mrs. Leary became 
secretary and has held that office ever since. 
Treasurers since that time have been: 1963 
Mrs. Murray Peel, 1964 .. 1966 Mrs. Max 
Bohrn. 

Our present membership is eighteen. We 
have held bazaars, bake sales and silver teas, 
and each year we support organizations such 
as the Salvation Army, Children's Aid, Min
iota Cemetery, March of Dimes, Elkhorn 
Hospital, Elkhorn Rest Room, the Retarded 
Children's Association and the Reeder Hue
key Team. Special causes such as the Miniota 
New Rink Fund have gained our support. 

Each year we have done Red Cross work. 
To date 545 articles of sewing, 107 of knitting 
and 10 quilts have been completed. 

We enjoy the fellowship of rural commun
ity living, and highlight our year's activities 
by having a pot-luck dinner. At this time our 

Members ,Ott' Wynona Ladies' Club 
Standing: Edith Hodgins, Beverley Peel, 
Eileen Stamford, Birdie Thompson, Mar
garet Taylor, Jean Cook, Mary Cameron. 
Sitting: Mae Bohrn, Edna Brown. Ena 
Thompson, Nellie Peel, Mabel Stamford. 
Front Row: Hilda Go,odwin, Julia Chartier, 
Doris Peel, Margaret Leary. 
Missing: Violet Joseph, Lilian Bowles. 
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husbands and pre-school children join us in 
a pre-Christmas meal. At this time we dis
tribute .treats to all the children of the dis
trict. 

Village Committee 
bv J. Horner 

I ha ve b~en asked to gi ve an account of some 
of the activities of the Village Committee of 
Miniota. Some of the records go back as far 
as 1910, when Mr. Sam Hunter was the 
chairman of the board. This is long before 
I was elected to the Village Committee. At 
that period I was a member of the fire 
brigade, and did good service along with 
the other members, putting out chiefly chim
ney fires, but when we had a real fire, we 
were helpless. We were called out late one 
night and found the block of stores from the 
Drug Store to the Miniota Hotel in flames. 
The brick wall at the Hotel and the cement 
wall on the Drug Store contained the fire. 

At the annual meeting of the ratepayers 
in 1930 I was elected to the board. At that 
time our assessment or Municipal Levy was 
only $500., so we had to be careful on our 

. expenses. This is the year that the Manitoba 
Hydro put in the street lights, the light bill 
for December being only $31. Peter McPher
son was engaged as village constable at $25. 
per month. I served continuously on the board 
up to 1964. For 17 years I was secretary 
treasurer for the village, taking over from 
Mr. J. Spalding who left Miniota for an 
appointment with the Utility Board in Win
nipeg. Mr. Albert Spencer Sr. was the other 
memner of the board, which was made up of 
only three members. 

The councillors for the year 1927 were 
James Boyce, John Spalding, D. A. Frazer. 
It was the duty of the town councillors to see 
that the roads and sidealks were kept in 
good order; to enforce sanitary laws; to see 
that the str.eet lights were operating aswell 
as the fire fighting equipment; the removal of 
snow off the roads during Winter; to see that 
peddlers doing business in the village or 
municipality were banned. 

The present members of the Village Council 
are P. C. Watls, Wm. Strachan, and W. A. 
Barrett. Each member is elected for three 
years. 

Miniota and District 
Board of Trade 

During the years between 1939 and 1945 

local problems of the day had more or less 
been left to solve themselves. The people 
of tile district had devoted their spare time 
to the more important job of raiSing funds 
for the Red Cross and supporting the sale 
of war saving certificates. At the same 
time they kept alive the spirit of community 
co-operation by the various fund raiSing 
sports days and picniCS they put on in support 
of these causes. 

With the end of the war the thoughts of the 
people turned to local problems. A lack of 
a picture theatre, skating rink and the state 
of disrepair of the curling rink spurred the 
people to try to do something about the sit
uation. This led to the forming of the Min
iota and District board of trade in 1946. 

After a brief existence of about two years 
the board of trade passed into history. This 
was primarily due to a well intentioned but 
disasterous attempt on the part of the board 
to raise funds and a Miss "Q" was made 
when promoting a carnivaL It made its 
mark however by being mainly responsible 
for the Miniota Community Centre being 
formed at a meeting of the board held on 
November 18th, 1946. P.C. Watts was made 
chairman and J. C. Vradenburgh secretary. 

After 15 years without a board of trade 
the Miniota and district Chamber of Com
merce was organized at a meeting held in 
the Miniota Community Centre June 5th, 
1962. The officers were R. A. McDonald, 
Pres., D. Rowan - Vice President and G. 
Hainstock secretary-treasurer. A board 
of eight members was also ~lected. They 
were: S. W. Dales, D. Forsyth, R. Ferguson, 
C. Watts, D. Stewart, Les. Bryant, J. J. 
Morton and J. B. Currie. The aims of the 
chamber were to be: the promotion of the 
highway 83 association, assistance in the de
velopment of the Shell mouth Dam Project, 
securing a resident doctor and promoting a 
hotel and liquor outlet in the village of 
Miniota. They also proposed to provide lead
ership in developing any idea which would 
stimulate growth and improve local condi
tions. 

Since its organization the' Miniota and 
District Chamber of Commerce have sup
ported many cau"es which have become a 
reality. The village of Miniota noW has afine 
new Motor Hotel with licensed cafe. The 
approaches to Highway 83 have been paved. 
A sewer system has been installed, natural 
gas brought to the town and a fine new skat
ing arena is nearing completion. 
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The Chamber is still active with W A 
Barrett, President, T. Andrushuk Vice~ 
President and Jack Eastuke secretary treas
urer. 

The Miniota Community 
Centre 194-6-1966 

The Miniota Community Centre can quite 
properly be called the brain child of the 
Miniota and District Board of Trade. It was 
from discussions held at various Board of 
Trade meetings that the idea was presented 
and the decision made to call a meeting 
of the public, sponsored by the Board of 
Trade, to discuss what could be done about 
providing motion pictures on a regular basis. ' 
This special meeting was held November 8, 
1946 in the Municipal Hall, with 53 people 
attending. 

It was at this meeting that an organization 
was set up to raise funds for the purchase of 
the local hall and some second hand projec
tors owned by Mr. Grieves of Elkhorn. The 
committee appointed consisted of P. C. 
Watls, W. A. Barrett, A. S. Spencer (Jr.), 
J. C. Vradenburgh, L. S. Hodnett, A. Arm
itage, Geo. Peel and T. Long. 

By December 16 the canvass for funds was 
completed and had raised $2595. This amount 
was considered to be short of the funds nec
essary to form the Community Centre, so at 
a meeting held Dec. 16, itwasdecidedto pool 
the funds held by the New Rink committee 
and the Community Centre, with the pro
vision that half of the funds be spent on re
novating the curling rink and providing an 
outdoor skating rink. 

At a meeting of the Board of Trade held 
Jan. 6, 1947, a provisional slate of directors 
was appointed to the Community Centre. They 
were: H. Gibbins, chairman, C. R. Johnson, 
vice-chairman, J. C. Vradenburgh, secretary 
and treasurer Chas Ellerington, J. Stowe, 
Mrs. J. Stowe, L. Hodnett, E. Spalding and 
Mrs. W. E. Macdonald. 

Finally, in April, )947, the great day arriv
ed. The hall had been purchased and painted 
inside, and Mr. Grieves had set up his 
machine to show the first 35 millimetre 
picture show in Miniota. Unfortunately these 
machines proved unequal to the task, and the 
picture "For Whom the Bell Tolls' had to 

'wait till some future date to be shown. 

After this unfortunate start, it was decid-

ed that the only thing to do was purchase 
new machines. By June 6th, 1947 these 
machines had been installed and wer~ ready 
for use - and are in use today. 

On June 17 a permanent board of direc
tors was elected, and application was made 
to have the Miniota Community Centre in
corporated as a non- profit organization. 
The Board memhers for the first two years 
are: H. Gibbings, L. S. Hodnett, W. A. 
Barrett, C. F. Johnson, C. W. Ellerington, 
Mrs. J. Stowe and P. C. Watls. On Decem
ber 2nd, 1947, the Community Centre was 
offiCially incorporated and the by-Iawsap
proved. 

During the ensuing years, under the dir
ectorship of many' citizens too numerous 
to llI'mtion, the aims and aspirations of the 

. Community Centre have been realized. In 
May 1948, title to the curling rink was ac
quired and the Community Centre assumed 
the responsibility for the rebuilding and 
operation of the curling and skating rinks. 

In 1953 two rows of trees were planted 
around the sports grounds, and in 1964 the 
grounds were purchased from the Chas. 
Rowan estate. The acquisition of the sports 
grounds now gave the Centre control of all 
facilities which were required to give the 
community a full program of sports and en
tertainm9nt with the exception of an enclos
ed skating are~., This was to be perhaps, 
the most ambItious of all Miniota Com
munity Centre projects. 

After numerous meetings and much plan
ning, committees were set up under the 
chairmanship of Russell Lelond' and ~ric 
Hurlin. Ways and means were planned and 

Miniota Community Centre 
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the design for the new Arena approved. A 
boundary was drawn and a petition present
ed to the municipal council to submit a money 
by-law tothe ratepayers of the areafor a vote. 
In October of 1964 the vote was taken and 
went down to defeat by a narrow margin. 
Thi setback only served to increase the 
determination of the members of the Com
munity Centre, and the decision was made 
to personally solicit pledges from one hund
red people to underwrite the cost of the 
project. In July of 1965 this job had been ac
complished and the order for the new Arena 
placed. 

In the meantime, representation had been 
made to the municipal council, to make this 
our Centennial project. This idea was ac
cepted, and a grant of $100. per capita made 
to the Miniota Community Centre. 

At this writing the new Arena stands com
pleted all but the waiting room, and the 
official opening is placed for 1967. 

- W. A. Barrett (Secretary) 

Local Committee of The 
Children's Aid Society 

Membership was $1.00. A house to house 
canvass for funds was made in November, 
1920. The Society was non-sectarian and 
embraced all denominations. 

Collectors were: Mesdames T. Stewart 
and G. Cornish, Reverend Somerset and 
Reverend Hamill. 

The Children's Aid Society with Head
quarters at Brandon continues to operate 
in this area: Mr. Greaves the Brandon re
presentative keeps us aware of the worth 
while work that is done through our local 
representative Mrs. A. McKean. Assistance 
and support is given from our community 
through individual contributions and a grant 
from the Municipal. Council. During the last 
few years the Womens' Institute has spon": 
sored a community tea and bake sale, the 
proceeds going to the Children's Aid Society. 

The Red Cross 
The Charter for the Miniota Branch of the 

Red Cross was obtained on October 27, 
1939. The organization held Red Cross pic
nics in Ted Rowan's pasture, west of the 

creamery. An annual canvass for funds is 
held every spring, and Red Cross Bonspiels 
are held every second year in the local 
curling rink. A blood donor's clinic is now 
held every second year under the auspices 
of the Miniota Red Cross, and one clinic 
has now been held at Miniota. 

In the Women's Work Section, sewing and 
knitting was undertaken through the W.1., 
and under the able leadership of Mr~. J. D. 
Forsyth' during World Wars I & II. The 
appeal by the Red Cross for clothing and 
quilts was again met during the Korean 
Conflict. Fed Cross sewing and knitting is 
still done by the women of the district, 
sponsored by the W.1., and under the lead
ership of Mrs. J. Collier. 

The Miniota Rinks 

The first skating rink in the Parkissimo 
area was built on the extreme S.E. corner 
of the N.E. quarter of 25-13-27 around the 
year 1890. This land is now owned by Leo
nard BTyant and he tells us there is still 
a hole where water was obtained from a 
well to flood the rink. It was built of poles 
and covered with straw and the lighting 
was provided by coal oil lanterns hanging 
from the ceiling. S. C. Bryant and Frank 
Tyler were the original caretakers. 

In 1897 a curling and skating rink was 
located north and west of what town there was 
at that time, just off from what we know as 
the cemetery road onN.E. 36-13-27 near John 
Steuart's Store, on land now owned by Mr. 
Gordon Long. This rink contained a skating 
sheet and one curling sheet. The pioneers of 
the 90' s got together and formed a company 
under a provincial charter known as the 
Parkissimo Skating and Curling Co. Ltd. 
Shares valued at $10 each were purchased 
to provide the capital for the construction 
of the rink. We have no complete record of 
the original shareholders of this club but the 
names of those attending the first meeting 
read like a page straight out of history, and 
indeed, at least where this district is con
cerned they were indeed history makers. 
The list includes: S. D. Taylor, C. Andrew, 
Gib. Rowan, Silas Bryant, Gavin Steuart, 
Thos. Taylor, Wm. Prentiss\, A. Kerr, D. 
Rowan, J. C. Boyce, B. Boyce, W. B. Ro
wan, J. Steuart, T. H. Stewart, W. Clyde, S. 
Cusack, W. Bissett, D. Gerrand, J. Sell
wood, W. Shepherd, R. H. Steuart, C. J. P. 
Watts, H. Turner, T. Lelond, W. Howard, W. 
Frazer, A. S. Lynch and many others. This 
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company operated the skating rink directly 
and leased the curling ice for $3.00 a season. 
The secretary, W. Clyde, in 1898 received 
$5.00 a year for his services to be paid on or 
before the fourth Tuesday in March. The tax
es for that year amounted to $5.22. 

At a general meeting on April 4th, 1900, 
two important proposals were made and acted 
upon. It was decided to increase the capital 
of the company by an amendment to py-law 
No. 2 and authorize the issuance of $1500 
in shares - an increase of $1000 over the 
original $500. It was decided to use the new 
capital if it could be raised, to re-locate 
the rink in a more suitable spot near or 
in the town itself. The new site approved was 
a piece of property 120' by 200' just north of 
'Sangs" lot near the C.P.R. Wye tracks. Gib 
Rowan was given the job of moving the rink 
and was to be paid $140. 

An item in the Miniota Herald of 1906 
tells us that a new rink was built east of 
the switching 'Wye' tracks of the C.P.R. 
The committee to arrange for building the 
rink were Rev. Thomas, S. Thoms, Gerry 
Stewart, Gib. Rowan, Archie Kerr, and Bill 
Prentiss. By Dec. 1906 an amount almost 
sufficient to pay for the rink was subscrib
ed. Volunteer labor was used in its erec
tion but Millbank Bros. were in charge of 
building it. It was officially opened on Feb. 
13th, 1907. There were two sheets of curling 

ice with the skating ice in the middle. J. W. 
Horner was the first caretaker and he re
calls many carnivals, bonspiels and skating 
parties with music which the early pioneers 
enjoyed. Later we are told that only curling 
was done on this rink and the hockey games 
were played at Arrow River. One season 
around 1911 the Anglican minister, Rev. 
Lockhead flooded a rink where the present 
park is and it was used for skating. The rink 
by the Wye was blown down in the cyclone 
on September 2nd, 1915. 

Miniota third rink was built on its present 
iocation by George Biggs around the year 
1915 and was owned by C. J. P. Watts. For 
a number of years it was arranged with two 
sheets of curling ice in the centre and skating 
ice all around the outside. Some years later, 
around 1930 there was an open air rink for 
skating and hockey located behind the ele
mentary school. Hazen Chalmers and Bill 
Thompson looked after this rink with the 
assistance of Bernard and Frank Leary. 

After a few years operation, about 1920 
Mr. Watts sold the rink to the Agricultural 
SOCiety who owned it until 1946. During this 
time the curling rink was operated by the 
curlers of the day, and the skating rink at 
the school by the community. During the 
war years money had been raised and put 
toward a new rink fund. This project had 
met with limited success and in 1946 

Miniota Ladies' Curling after a snowstorm. 
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there was $3000 in the fund, a sum inade
quate to proceed w~th the p.roject. At. a 
meeting of the new rmk fund it was decid
ed to put $1500 into the community centre 
and to reserve 1500 dollars for the repair 
of the curling rink and the building of an open 
air skating rink. This was done and from 
that time on the rink was operated from 
the community centre. The curling and skat
ing rink carried on in this manner fO.r some 
years - in 1962 a fourth sheet of ice was 
added to be used during bonspiels. There was 
a need during these years for a closed-in 
skating and hockey rink, and at a meeting of 
the Miniota I::istrict Chamber of Commerce 
in October 1962 a committee was formed to 
investigate the possibility of getting such a 
skating rink at Miniota .. after numerous 
meetings and much planning, committees 
were set up under the chairmanship of Rus
sell Lelond and Eric Hurlin. Ways and 

. Means wer"e approved and the desiIW fer the 
new arena planned. A boundary was drawn 
and a petition presented to the municipal 
council. In October of 1964 the vote \Vas tak
en and went down to defeat by a narrow mar
gin. Although this was discouraging those 
behind the project did not give up. At a 
meeting in January, 1965 it was moved by 
Russel Howard and seconded by Verne 
Lelond that another effort be made for a new 
rink. This motion carried. A decision was 
made to personally solicit pledges from one 
hundred people to underwrite the cost of the 
project. 

In this manner approximately $1~OO wa? 
raised. The additional mone:v: was borrow
ed from the Royal Bank and members of the 
community centre board personally backed 
this loan, namely Russell Lelond - chair
man Clarence Argue, Keith Armitage, Ste
wart Taylor, John Wiens, Mrs. Wes. Led 

Miniota's New Rink 

lond, and Eric Hurlin. The members of the 
Finance Committee were Clarence Argue, 
Verne Lelond, Keith Armitage, Russell Ho
ward, Stewart Taylor, Murray Peel, John 
Wiens, Eric Hurlin and Pat Dales. This 
committee' has been active in promoting 
fund raising projects, among them - bingos, 
turkey shoots, smorgasbords, dances, ball 
tournaments and sports days. The municipal 
council agreed to make this the Centennial 
project for this area which was an additional 
help in financing. 

The members of the building committee 
were Russell Lelond - chairman, Eric Hur
lin, Pat Dales and Stewart Taylor. The 
construction of the new rink was started 
in August 1965 the contract being given to 
Sunset Steel Structure of Brandon. A sys~ 
tem of obtaining voluntary local help was 
set up. As a result sufficient labor was 
made available to complete the work on 
the new rink voluntarily with the except
ion of the wiring, plumbing and heating and 
block laying. By late fall 1965 the main 
building was closed in and available for 
skating and hockey. At this time also tem
porary waiting room facilities were used. 
The following year the new arena was com
pleted. 

All the members of the above committees 
are to be highly commended for carrying 
through this project. It has been the realiza
tion of a dream which we have had in our 
community for many years. . we wish to 
pay special tribute to Russell Lelond for 
his untiring efforts in working towards the 
completion of our Centennial project, Minio
ta's New Rink. 

Back Row: Russ Howard, Bill Bar-rett. Stu 
Taylor, Pat Dales, Keith Ar'mitage, John 
Wiens, El'ick Hurlin. 
Front Row: C. Argue, Murray Peel, Ruth 
Lelond, Russ Lelond. Vernon Lell'J>nd. 
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Curling 

The Parkissimo Curling Club organized on 
January 13th, 1898 was presided by Gilbert 
Rowan. Officers elected were Jas. H. Steu
art, president: W. H. Frazer, secretary and 
W. B. Rowan treasurer. 

A set of Ailsa Craig Curling rocks were 
bought and a pebbler was purchased for the 
curling ice. The Ladies' Aid Society ofBeulah 
offered to loan the curling club the sum of 
$50 for one year at 8 percent interest on a 
joint note of the club, and a lean on the curl
ing rocks with the option of paying off as 
much as possible within 10 days. This loan 
was paid off by March 1898. 

There were four rinks chosen at this 
meeting with the following personnel: Jas. 
Steuart, skip - Gavin Steuart, John Taylor, 
Gilbert Rowan; W. H. Frazer, skip - John 
Steuart, E. B. Boyce and R. R. Chew; 
W. B. Rowan, skip - W. Clyde, W. Bissett 
and D. G errand; Thos. Taylor, skip - R. 
Steuart, A. Larson and F. Squibb. 

In December of that yea,r W. B. Rowan 
skipped a rink in the Elkhorn District and 
Wm.Bissett skipped a rink in the Moosimin 
Bonspiel - and so the roaring game made 
it's start in Miniota. 

Hurray for the Curling' 
Here's Tae the Curlin' 
Hip Hip Hurray' - for the game 
Wi' the Staves 
The roar and the ring 0' l' 
The dunt and the ding 0' l' 
The flash and the fling O'T 
The sweep and the swing 0'1' 
The glint and the gleam 0' l' 
The scurry and scream 0'1' 
The whirl! and the birl! and the dirl!, 

0' the stones 

In the early 1900' s rinks from rural areas 
joined curling districts and the finals were 
played in Winnipeg. In the January issue of 
the Herald 1909 we read that a rink from 
Rapid City came to Miniota to try conclu
sions with a Miniota rink for the district of 
Strathcona, but went down to defeat before 
the redoubtable 'Joe' rink - skip, Joe Mc
Donald, A. Kerr, W. Prentiss and W. L. Hod
nett. In the February issue it states that the 
above rink made a very creditable showing 
at the Winnipeg 'spiel. The Winnipeg Free 

Press gives the Joe Rink well deserved praise 
for defeating Spar lings Crack Rinkfrom Por
tage. 

The curling wasn't all done on rinks. We 
have a report of early curling on creeks at 
a point on the Assiniboine East of W m. Lind
says. Large blocks of Elm were used 'for 
rocks. The rocks were lighter than modern 
ones and the more curves given to them the 
better. One of the most enthusiastic curlers 
of the wooden rock era was, Wm. Morton, 
,A hOWling blizzard or a Chinook wind were 
OOth alike to him and a more expert skip 
would be hard to find. The river ice curlers 
met with a sad misfortune. Rocks left as 
they had finished with them were no where 
to be found the next morning. During the 
night the river had flooded the ice ai1d con
sequently the rink and rocks were submerg
ed. It was this catastrophe that occasioned 
the breaking up of this club. Among the 
curlers were Jack Noble, R. J. Willock, A. 
Lindsay, Fred Cole, Wm. Maxfield, C. Web
ster, George Allison, Wm. Lindsay, James 
Crump, George Cole, Mat Proctor and Fred 
Reeves. 

In minutes of curling club meetings held 
from 1914 to 1926 we read an account of 
officers being elected each year. It was cus
tomary at that time to have patrons for 
the club elected each year. In 1914 the pa
trons were Dr. Roche, ,J. H. McConnell, 
G. H. Malcolm, Dr. Clingham.Achaplainwas 
also elected. Some of the chaplains of that 
period were Rev. Bird, Rev. Pate, Rev.Rey
nolds, Rev. J. Hamill, Rev. Moffatt and Rev. 
Dixon. Often the Chaplain would have a spe
cial service for, the curlers to Which the 
curlers turned out in full force. 

In 1909 a cup was donated to the Miniota 
curling club by the bank manager, Mr. Han
sen and many local games were played for 
the possession of this cup. 

A cup donated by J. H. McConnell M. L. A. 
of Hamiota in the early 1900's has been 
the reason for many games between rinks 
from Rapid City, Oak River, Hamiota, Cran
dall, Arrow River and Miniota. In the early 
years the C. P. R. was a means of transpor
tation for rinks who participated in these 
games. Every curler owned his own set of 
rocks and transported them to all games. 
Competition must have been very keen. In 
the 1915 minutes we read that there was a 
motion passed that we do not defend the cup 
any oftener 'than once in seven days. A 
committee was set up to notify skips to deal 
with challengers of the cup and the date of 
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the games was set by the Board of Managers. 
In recent years, perhaps owing tothe number 
of bonspiels, competition for the possession 
of the cup has not been so keen. It is at 
present at Oak River. 

As a rule mixed curling has been the order 
of the day although we do read that in some 
years the ice was reserved for the ladies 
so many nights a week. A ladies club was 
organized in 1925. The skips that year were 
Mrs. Spencer, Miss Turner, Mrs. Hawthorne, 
Mrs. Hodnett and Mrs. Lancaster. 

During the last few years the ladies have 
curled one afternoon a week and mixed curling 
has been carried on as well. 

The Miniota Curling Club has always been 
a member of the Manitoba Curling As
sociation. 

Bom:piels, always popular among curlers, 
have at the present time almost taken over 
the curling season. sometimes making it 
difficult to follow a regular schedule. Rinks 
from our town participate in bonspiels in 
neighboring towns and have entered rinks in 
Brandon and Winnipeg. 

The first Miniota bonspiel we have a record 
of was held in 1908 with 20 rinks entered. 
The commitJees in charge were as follows: 
Prize list - Hodnett, J. Steuart, G. Cornish. 
Recreation - Ayres, Chunk and Prentiss. 
Ice Committee - J. McDonald, R. F. Sang 
and A. Kerr. 
Draw Committee - W. Ferguson, A. Kerr, 
J. Armstrong, M. W. Dingle, E. Spalding. 
Official Umpire - W. L. Armstrong. 

In spite of rough ice it was very success
ful. A sand storm raged as the grand challenge 
and the board of trade competitions were 
played off. 

A. Kerr's rink won the grand challenge and 
also the grand aggregate. In one early 
~onspiel the Herald reports, "It was an 
Irony of fate that. A. Kerr's rink, the only 
one composed entIrely of bachelors should 
carry off the four silk blouses!" , 

In recent years Miniota has held their 
bonspiel in March and it usually winds up 
the curling season. In 1966 there were 78 
entries and by using the new skating arena 
nine sheets of curling ice were available. 
The 1966 bonspiel will long be remembered, 

as a mild spell which lasted several days, 
disrupted the curling and caused some con
fusion. There was speculation that the games 
would have to be played in the fall. However 
the weather tightened up and the final games 
were played. Miniota has always been noted 
for the fine ice for curling. The rink commit
tee in charge of the bonspiel in 1966 were 
as follows: Stewart Taylor, Russell Howard, 
Joe Czubaty, Verne Lelond, Bud Barrett, 
Joan Barrett and Thelma Dales. Jack Eas
tuke was drawmaster. The winners of the 
grand challenge were rinks from Shoal Lake, 
McAuley, Virden and Isabella. The curlers 
hold a dance to wind up their activities. 

The ladies too, hold an annual bonspiel 
and in 1966 twenty-eight rinks were entered. 
The prize committee were: Tillie Draper, 
Dot Spalding, Dorothy Argue, Joy Lelond. 
112 attended the banquet which wound up the 
ladies curling. Those in charge of the ban
quet were Ruth Lelond, Bev. Cole, Millie 
Attwood and Mary Bryant. The officers for 
the club were Thelma Dales and Joy Lelond. 

Hockey 

In the early 1900' s a very sensational hockey 
game was played in Miniota. 

This game was sponsored by two gentlemen 
Mr. Henry Cusack Sr. and Mr. David Camp~ 
bell. 

Mr. Cusack, a farmer in the Assiniboine 
v3:11~y had five sons, Sam, Henry, James, 
WIlham and Richard whom he considered 
to be the best hockey players around. He 
boasted to Mr. Campbell that he could 
bring a hockey team up out of the valley 
that could beat any team Mr. Campbell 
could assemble. 

Mr. Campbell called Mr. Cusack's bluff. 
A wager of $500.00 was placed was placed 
on the outcome of the game. 

In these early days, a hockey team con
sis~ed of seven players, one being a"rover" 
entItled to play in any position on the ice. 
Mr. Cusack chose his son William to play 
this position on his team. He also had to 
call on his valley neighbors for two ad
ditional players. One of these was Charles 
Graham, a very outstanding hockey player. 

Much interest was aroused and the game, 
played in the rink in Miniota, drew a large 
crowd of spectators. 
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The story goes that Mr. Cusack's valley 
boys won a very decisive victory over Mr. 
Campbell's All-Stars. 

Hockey Days In l\lfiniota 

by Hazen Chalmers 

The original hockey and curling rink in 
Miniota, situated east of the C. P. R. "Y" 
was demolished by a cyclone in 1915. From 
then until the late twenties there was no 
hockey rink whatsoever. The only stick 
practice was done in the old tin rink on the 
skating ice around the curling ice. 

During the time we had no rink, a number 
oI boys went to different towns to play 
hockey. But, due to the lack of coaching 
and practice we were trimmed everywhere 
we went. Bill Thompson drove us to the 
games in Percy Watts' 1918? Dodge touring 
car. 

The first open air rink, to my knowledge, 
was built in the schoolyard - behind the old 
school. Mr. Cecil Wythe loaned us his truck 
to haul water from the C. P. R. water 
tank for the initial flooding. Money was 
raised by whist drives, dances, teas, and 
raffles to buy materials to build the rink. 
We dug a well - starting with an eight foot 
crib. When we got to water, we were down 
to a four foof crib. We dug enough sand 
for three or four wells - it kept caving 
ill behind the cr1bbing. We bought a pump 
and gasoline engine and were well away 
tor repeated floodings. 

I can remember, after a heavy snow fall, 
the drifts would be as high as the fence~ 
But, fortunately for us, Mr. John Stowe 
kept a team of horses sharp shod to be 
used to haul the snow off the rink. 

When we organized our hockey team, Mr. 
J. W. Horner was our coach and manager, 
with Jack Rowan assistant coach. I can name 
a few of the boys - Francis and Jack 
Walker, Harold Forsyth, Bill Woods, Bud 
Barrett, Jack Hanlin, Albert Spencer, Con 
Dorward, Hugh Stewart, Jack Warren and 
two Horner boys. 

We used to ti'avel to games in the old 
school V3rIS. I remember one night on our 
way to Beulah, Bill and Reg Attwood, with 
their fine team of drivers, pulled out and 
passed us. As they did so they whooped and 
hollered, scaring our team off the road, 

upsetting the van, breaking the sleighs away 
from the van and heading for home - Herman 
Hills. Anyway we walked three miles to 
Beulah carrying our equipment. Can't re,. 
member whether we won that game or not. 

We made numerous trips to Beulah, Isa
bella, Crandall and Arrow River. On our 
trips to Isabella we changed horses at 
Mr. Harry Stowe's. 

At approximately this time there was a 
girl's team .in. Min~ota but I can't remem
ber who played. The girls' team and the 
boys' team went to Crandall together one 
night to play. During the girl's game Irene 
stewart and Myrtle Davis came to blows. 
It was the highlight of the evening. Little 
Ina Cornish, playing goal, had a rough time 
trying to see over the pads to stop the pucks. 
That same night we walked most of the way 
home as it was late in the season and the 
snow was melting. 

One year we formed a town league of 
four teams .. many had trouble skating -
nevei'" mind playing hockey. We called it 
the "Big Four" hockey league. The cap-

Miniota Hockey Player~ of the 30's. 
F,'om left: Wilf Barrett, Don MacPherson 
Bill Barrett. . 

- 191--



9 and Under 
Front Row, left to right: Michael Medd, Bill Derlago, Glen Wadham, Brian 
Lelond, Terry Howard, Jim Forsyth. 
Back Row: Lance Morton David Williams, Dennis Chartier, Darcy Oliver, 
Darryl F!eur'y, Lorne Joseph, Ken Sterling. 
Coaches: Don Forsyth, Norman Lelond. 

12 and Under 
Back Row left t() right: Dennie Richardson, Glen Myron, 
Danny Ar~ue, Wayne Webber, Brian Oliv~r. Wilf ':'Iing. 
Front Row: Dennis Lelond, Henry Chartier, DenniS Stewart, 
Brad Andl'ews Bobbie Stowe, Art Lockhart. 
Coaches: Arnie Andrews, Coke Argue. 

Larry Fleury, 

Ken Wadham, 

tains of the teams w,ere - "Canadiens" -
H. Chalmers; "Maroons" - C. Peel; .. Map
Ie Leafs' - D. McLennan; "Black Hawks" -
H. Forsythe. Harold,s "Black Hawks" w~re 
the winning team. He had Bud Barrett tendmg 
goal - Bud could stop everything in sight. 
He was always in the right place at the 
right time. I played goal part time on a 

team. One night I got hit in the throat with 
the puck and it dropped down inside my 
sweater. Joe Horner became quite alarmed 
as he thought I had swallowed the puck. 
I didn't take as much interest in hockey 
as I did in baseball, but I had a lot of fun 
playing the game. 
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Standing, left to right: Russ Lelond, Brian Gardham, Dale Richardson, David 
Lelond, Jim Armitage, Bob Watters. Lorne Andrews, Bob Hurst, Murray Peel. 
Sitting: Stan Bryant, Dennis Oliver, Edward Lelond, Delbert Cole, Wayne 
Long, Dennis Stewart. Allan Smith, Larry Rudd. 

17 and Under 
Larry Walker (cpach), Stan Bryant, Mike Kostenuk, Bo'b Gardham, Don 
Armitage, Leonard Lelond, Gilbert Wadham, Ken Peel.' 
Front Row: Ed Lelond. David Lelond, Ian Mossop, Bryan Gat'dham, Dale 
Richardson. 
Missing: J. and K. Hunkin. 

After the second World War an outdoor 
rink was built beside the curling rink and 
some hockey was played by the school child
ren but no senior hockey was played to any 
extent. With the building of our new skating 
rink in 1965 much interest has been stim
ulated in the game and at present five teams 
are' in leagues: The senior team plays in 
the Border league and is a combination of 
Reeder and Miniota players. 
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Senior Hockey 
Top Row: Coach, Arnie Andrews, Wayne Brown, Larry Gilchrist, Grant 
Brown, Matt Posthumus, Jac Joseph, Jim Cole, Bill White and Murray Peel 
Bottom Row: Ron Bryant, Larry Walker, Jack Nield, Ken Peel, and Ralph' 
Sheane. 
Missing: Bob White, Ted Little, and Don Lee. 

Carnivals 

There were many fine ice carnivals held in 
Miniota, the very first one we have a record 
of was held in January of 1907, the occasion 
being the official opening of the rink. At this 
carnival prizes for ladies fancy were won by 
Mrs. Clinton, dressed as a huntress: Ladies 
Comic, Carrie Turner; Squaw, Gents Fancy, 
H. Harrison, jockey: gents comic, W.Richard
son, South Sea Islander. 'The racing wa~ 
unsatisfactory as the ice was too narrow. 
Proceeds from this carnival - $50. An 
interesting event in a carnival held in 1938 
was a dog race when 'Sport', the dog owned 
by Ora Watts won over 'Towser' who was 
owned by Hazel Day. In later years candi
dates for a carnival queen were sponsored 
by di,fferent organizations. Advance tickets 
were sold and there was a great deal of 
interest as well as good-natured competition. 
We recall two carnivals sponsored by the 
United Cllur<:!h Young Pople under tjJ.e able 
direction of Rev. George McMillan and in aid 
of the new rink fund. Candidates for qu~en 
in 1939 were Fay Armitage, Kallie Lync'h, 
Dorothy Vradenburgh, Bernice Wiggins, and 
Evelyn Hanlin with Fay being crowned queen. 
There were 54 people in costume that year. 
Tommy Ellerington won a prize for the 
youngest skater and Gilbert Rowan for the 

oldest. The prize for the largest family on 
skates went to the Tom Lelond family. In, 
1940 the candidates for queen were Elsie 
Barrett, Dolly Stowe, Kay Spencer, Evelyn 
MacPherson. June Finkbeiner andSarahIlses. 
with Elsie 'Barrett being crowned queen. 
There were over' 50 in costume that year as 
well. The judges for costuming were Rev. 
Bo,",-man, ,Miss H. Tuck and E .. Tennant. In 
1946 the Board of Trade sponsored a carnival 
and Miss" Q" a mystery queen as a candidate. 
other candidates were Eleanor Deans and 
Miss "Q' in the person of Albert Spencer Jr. 
was crowned queen. It is reported that the 
new rink committee fund got a real boost 
from the proceeds of that carnival. . . . 
A sudden but rather savage snow storm pre
vented too large a crowd from attending the 
carnival which was held in 1956. The can
didates for queen that year were: Mrs. Russell 
Howard, Joan Peel and Pat Hodnett with 
Mrs. Howard being crowned queen, 

A carnival was held' in 1900, it was a 
successful carnival with three candidates 
running for queen; Iris Leland, Bei'nadet'(e 
Chartier and Gale Topps. Iris Leland was 
crowned queen. 

- 194 --



Another dog race. From left: Les Bryant, Jim Chalmers, and Stan Turner. 

Figure Skating 

In the 1966- 67 season Miss Sandra Fowler 
of Virden, Man. gave instruction in figure 
skating to 40 girls and 3 boys. There are 
four classes and the lessons are given on 
Saturday mornings. At time of writing the 
girls are practising group skating, duets and 
solos in figure skating to be performed in 
costume on February 25th which is the date 
planned for the opening of the new rink. 

Baseball 
I t seems our pioneers mixed a certain 

amount of play with their more perlious 
business of opening up a new land. We have 
accounts of a baseball team, between the years 
1880 and 1900, no doubt one of Manitoba's 
very earliest, in which there were some Park
issimo players. A. Mr. Irvin, Walter Bryant, 
Wm. Prentiss combmed WIth George Arm~ 
strong from Beulah and George McKay from 
Lenore to form this team. The other members 
of thi.c: combined area team are not known. 
It is known, however, that they used no 
mitts or gloves during play. 

A baseball league was formed at a meeting 

Carnival 1940 
Back Row: Princesses - Kay Spencer, Dolly 
Stowe, Evelyn MacPherSjOln. 
Front: Queen· Elsie Barrett. 
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Miniota Baseball Team 
Back Row: Frank Evans, George Cornish (coach), W. Derward, Chas Bryant, 
J. J. Henders,Q,n (manager), Hazen Chalmers, Alex Powell Homer Lelond. 
Front Row: Dave Stewart, Jack Rowan, Bill Peel, Jack Warren, Bill Thomp
son. 

in Hamiota as early as 1907 with Mr. J. 
F:orsyth as president. The league included 
teams from Oak River, Miniota, Crandall 
and Hamiota. 

In the year 1915 a cup was donated by 
C. J. P. Watfs to be played for in compet
ition with the neighboring districts of Beulah, 
Blaris, Decker (Arrowton), Crandall, Lenore 
and Miniota. 

As near as canbe remembered the following 
are some of the players on that Miniota team 
with George Cornish as manager and coach. 
Dick Solden ( catcher), Rex Beatty (pitcher), 
Bill Watts, Hugh Stewart, W. T. Ortt, Arthur 
Rowan, George Rowan, Ed Seely, Hally Mc
Donald, Dick Cusack, Mac McLeod, Harry 
Cornish and Claire Cornish. 

Due to the first Great War and lack of 
players, who were overseas, interest in 
baseball in the Miniota area seemed to 
slacken. 

It was during the period 1919-1926, which 
might properly be termed the Golden Age 
of baseball on the prairies that interest 
was so keen and almost every prairie town 
of any consequence boasted a professional 
ball team, supported financially by mer
chants and farmers alike. If not fully a 
pro-team many had a few hired players. 
This sort of interest in a professional sense 
seems to have disappreared in later years. 
During this time, 1918 until 1926, there was 
a strong senior team in Miniota. Among 
those who played were: Wes Pate (catcher), 
Dave Hogg (pitcher), Bill Watts, Andy Hogg, 
Bill Bell, Alex Steuart and Clarence Orr. 

A junior club was in operation at this 
time also with J. J. Henderson as manager 
and coach. Hazen Chalmers recalls some of 
the games he enjoyed during that time. The 
?layers with nicknames were: Frank Eva.ns 
(Jumbo), Wm. Dorward (Scottie), Charlie 
Bryant (Shinny), Bill Thompson (Curlie), 
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Hazen Chalmers (Doc), Alex Powell (Owlie~, 
Dave Stewart (Fat), Jack Rowan (Rookie, 
Willie Peel (Ellie), Jack Warren (Ticker, 
Lindley Hodnett (Lyn), and Homer Lelond -
George Cornish, Umpire. 

"J ack Rowan did a fine job of pitching for 
us", recalls Hazen. One game that stands 
out in my memory was played at a tourna
ment in Hamiota. We were up against a 
combination of Basswood and Minnedosa in 
the finals. In the last inning the score was 
3-2 in our favour. The other team had two 
runners on and two· out - their best batter 
up to bat. Jack walked him intentionally, 
which loaded the bases. He threw two strikes 
past the next batter and on the third pitch 
I swear to this day that batter swung at 
the ball before it was half way to the plate. 
Charlie OBryant had the happy knack of getting 
the jump as soon as the ball was hit. He 
played centre field and made some trem
endous catches. 

When Dave Ste'lurt hit the ball it was 
good for a home run - tho' it ha.d to go a 
long way to give him time to get around 
the bases. I think Lindley Hodnett broke 
more bats than the rest of the team put 
together. 

We won about 90% of the Junior Ball 
Tournaments between 1919 and 1926. 

I remember during that time we played 
ball numerous times at Virden aga.inst semi
pro senior teams. Though we never won a 
game against them through the luck of the 
draw, we often did well financially as well 
as gaining valuable experience. 

If there was a ball game within a hun
dred miles and we were involved, we could 
be sure Mr. Cornish would be there to 
give us his whole hearted support. He um
pired many games and was very fair in his 
decisions. 

We practised at the rear of the old Sarah
ville School after four. I remember one day 
after Lindley Hodnett had played hookey from 
school for two or three days, Miss Murphy 
(our principal at the time) came out and 
dragged him into the school, gave him the 
strap, then sent him back to play ball. 

Mr. Rollins was another one of our faith
ful supporters, always willing to transport 
the team to tournaments and games around 
the country. 

The business men of the town, namely, 

Mr. Forsyth, Mr. Hodnett, Mr. Peel, Mr. 
Horner, Mr. Berwick and Mr. Watts, gave 
us support in supplying uniforms and equip
ment, and a great deal of help in the prep
aration of the grounds in the spring. 

In the later years Mr. J. R. Lynch was an 
ardent supporter of our team, always ready 
to take a carload. In some instances he was 
our" one man cheering section" . 

One thing I'll always remember - I played 
ball with Hap Felch of the old Chicago 
White Sox one year. 

Interest in baseball continued through the 
years. In 1934 R. Rollins was manager. 
From 1936 to 1939 J. R. Lynch managed the 
team. During this time, they were members 
of the mid-western league and were holders 
of the league cup for two successive years. 
The list of players recorded for 1936 were 
as follows: W. Attwood, H. Chalmers, W. 
Woods, F. Walker, E. Sinclair, Wilf Bar
rett, Wilbur Barrett, Oscar Doyle, Chas. 
Peel, W. Peel, J. Rowan, F. Rowan, J. 
Walker, S. Littlejohn, E. Johnson, W. Crout, 
H. Forsyth, J. Wiltshire, Alex Powell, Frank 
Leary and Wm. Jackson. 

In 1940 a club was organized with J. 
Rowan as coach. Owing to the second World 
War baseball was again dropped as far as 
an organized sport was concerned. There 
is a record of a meeting held again in 1946 
when Charlie Bryant was made coach. 

JuniOr' Boys' Team 1930 
Standing: Doug Spalding,' Don Forsyth, 
.MUl'ray Bonner, D,Q,ug Horner, Bill Spald
mg. 
Kneeling: Jack Cook, Jim Taylor, Lloyd 
Spencer. 
Fr'ont: Lloyd Horner, Bert Bieber', 
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A meeting of the baseball club was held 
in Barrett's Store in June, 1966. At this 
meeting it was decided that the Miniota 
Baseball Club be part of the Miniota Com
munity C entre and that any funds on deposit 
with the Royal Bank be used for the pur
chase of uniforms for the Junior baseball 
teams. Charlie Bryant was appOinted to head 
a committee to organize a senior ball club. 

During the last few years Junior Baseball 
teams have played in leagues made up from 

_ the surrounding towns. They have been 
coached by Norman Lelond, Russell Lelond, 
Don Forsyth, Clarence Argue and Stewart 
Taylor. The personnell of the three teams 
are as follows: The A.B. team, 14 and under: 
Jim Armitage, Stan Bryant, Delbert Cole, 
Barry Doole, Brian Gardham, Edward Le
lond, Ken Pierce, Dennis Oliver, Dale Rich
ardson and Bob Watters. 

The B. B. Team, 12 and under: Dennis 
Lelond, Lorne and Brad Andrews, Danny 
Argue, Dennis Richardson, Ken Wadham, 
Dennis Stewart, - Ronnie Gardham and Art 
Lockhart. 

The 9 and under boys are: Jim Forsyth, 
Glen Wadham, Blair Owens, Brian Lelond, 
Gordon Thompson, Dennis Chartier, Ken 
Reynolds, David Williams Brian and Darcy 
Oliver. 

Football 

The first Miniota Football Club was or
ganized as early as 1900 with Enos Ayers 
as manager. No records are available but 
we know that there was much enthusiasm 
for the game in the early years. In the 
club organized in 1907 officers were S. V. 
Hunter, R. J. R. McKenzie, J. L. Evans, 
C. McLelland and Ed Seeley. Bert Bradley 
was captain. Names of two local teams in 
1910 were the "Mastiffs" and the" Metes" . 
Games were played with teams from Hamiota 
Wynona and Willen. In 1924 funds amounting 
to $30 were divided between the Miniota 
Curling Club, Boys' Hockey andJuniorBase
ball. 

Basketball 

It is believed basketball was played in 
Miniota as early as 1914 or 15. The game 
was played on outdoor courts until tM 
Miniota High School was built with an indoor 
court. The girls played on Field Days and 
also had games with teams from Isabella 
Beulah and Arrow River. During summer 
holidays they played at Sports Days. Since 
the time when the larger school divisions 

Minio>ta Football "ream 
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were formed, Miniota High School boy's and 
girl's teams have done exceptionally well 
in the Division League. 

Nfiniota 'Tennis Club 

Many former Miniota residents have been 
enthusiastic tennis players. The first club, 
on records was formed in 1913 with the 
following listed as members: G. V. Hender
son, J. L. Evans, J. L. MacKee, T. W. 
Shaw, D. A. F. Dickson, G. Stewart, R. Peel, 
A. Kerr, D. M. Pilkey, A. E. Aspinwall, 
D. Hunter, A. S. Hodnett, W. L. Hodnett, 
W. Hunter, G. E. Colby. W. Craig, J. A. 
Pool, W. J. Coombes, F. Hanson, C. J. P. 
Watts, P. Watts, Wm. Watts, Mrs. J. L. 
Evans, Mrs. G. Steuart, Mrs. W. L. Hod
nett, Mrs. R. Hawthorne, Miss R. Hodnett, 
Miss D. Stewart, Mrs. H. Hunter, Miss M. 
Beattie, Miss A. Hodnett, Miss McLean, 
Miss Dickens and Miss 1. Rowan. In 1914 
the property known as "Block B" in the 
village of Miniota on which the tennis courts 
were situated was bought by the Tennis Club 
for the price of $450. As much as possible 
of the purchase price was raised by don
ations. The property was bought and reg
istered in the name of Guy Stewart, in trust 
for the Miniota Tennis ClUb. He was presi
dent from 1914 to 1919. 

The tennis courts were widely used with 
always a waiting list of players. Tourna
ments were held almost every year, quite 
often of two days duration. Players from 
Birtle, Beulah, Crandall, Hamiota, Elkhorn, 
Virden, Russell, Foxwarren, Shoal Lake 
and Solsgirth took part. 

In 1924 the third court was put in order. 
In addition to donations and fees, the club 
held fund raising projects. In 1936 a dance 
was held, Hill's orchestra supplying the 
music, with a charge of 25 cents at the door. 

In 1933 the Horse Shoe Club was allowed 
the use of the west lot for the payment Of 
$12. They were to clean it up and keep out 
all animals. 

When the Community Centre began to 
function in the year 1948, they took over 
the tennL" courts. "Block B" was sold to 
P. Watts and land was purchased beside the 
Community Hall in the event of sufficient 
interest being shown to warrant the making 
of new courts. 

Standing: Grace Powell, Margaret Hanlin, 
Laurie Chalmers. 
Seated: Gladys Evans Doris Berwick, Ina 
Cornish. 

Other Sports and 
Recreation 

Miniota folk were very sports conscious 
as is shown by the number and variety of 
clubs since the 1900' s. As early as 1905 
a Lacrosse Club was organized wit& D. 
Gerrand as Hon. Pres. and S. Hunter as 
president. other officers were J. B. Ross, 
G. Rowan, and T. P. Hodnett. This club 
had a membership of 50. In 1906 a Cricket 
Club was in operation with club colors red 
and white. Gymnasium classes were held in 
1907 and again in 1929. Mr. Ben Woods 
was very active in the organization of the 
1929 club. We recall physical education being 
carried out in 1939 or 1940 when Miss Pauline 
Tennant assisted with the instruction. During 
the winter of 1963 and 1964 the ladies of 
the community took exercises to keep fit 
under the direction of Mrs. W. A. Barrett. 

In 190'7 a Civilian Rifle Association was 
formed, and shoots were held annually. 

In 1912 a Snowshoe Club was organized 
with Mrs. A. C. Thompson as president. 
other officers were Miss A. Hodnett, Miss 
Ballantyne, Miss Rowan and Mesdames Cold
well, Stewart and Hodnett. There were 15 
members and the fee was 50 ~ents. The 
first official tramp took place that month 
of January when the membsrs of the club 
ventured as far as Walter Bryants. New 
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Snow Shoe Club 

stunts to the snowshoeing art were performed 
as they took to the fields. Lunch and a 
brief musical respite was enjoyed before 
going home. This club still operated in 1913. 
In 1914 there was a boxing club and in 1915 
an automobile club. In 1917 a swimming club 
was organized with over 100 members. Swim
ming was done at Powers Lagoon where 
often 2 or 3 hundred people would gather 
for a picnic bringing lunches. Ice cream and 
drinks were sold. Among those serving on 

the executive were Billy Watts, Bill Hurlin, 
Tom Lancaster, Percy Watts, Dr. Chalmers 
and B. Reevely. In 1921 a swimming booth 
was erected for the men. Midnight swimming 
parties were common. On July 31st, 1924 
a swimming carnival was held. The winners 
of the following events were: 
Quarter mile race - H. Duff, Chas. Ellerington 
Hundred yards - Chas. Ellerington 
Diving for plate - G. Winter, L. Hodnett 
10 ft. neat dive - B. Reveley, W. Watts 

. ::;nooting Party, 1924 
L~ft to ~Ight: Harl'y Salter, Joe Horner, Bill Prentiss, B. Reveley Sid Rapley, 
BIll Cottingham. . 
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Boys' race - L. Hodnett, G. Winter 
Boys' Dive - H. Chalmers, E. Warren 
Girls' dive and race - D. Andrew,. Mary 
Armitage 
Extra competition - W. Watts, Chas. Eller
ington 
EXhibition diving and stunts - W. Watts, 
B. Revely. 

This club operated for a number of years 
but folded up when the water became pol
luted with algae. Funds amounting to about 
75 dollars were turned over to the new rink 
committee. A golf club was organized in 
1925 and was played on the fair grounds. 
Fees $5 for gents, $2.50 for ladies and 
students $1.00. Financial assistance was 
given to this club by the Miniota Dramatic 
Society and the Free Press. The name of 
Basil Reveley appears repeatedly as an 
outstanding golfer, winning trQphies in Bran
don and Minnedosa. A chess club was organ
ized in 1924. Among those who played were 
Hiram Wright, J. E. Laird and J. Wythe. 
Cribbage tournaments were also held. A 
gun Club was started in 1925 and encouraged 
by the Department of Agriculture to rid 
the country of crows and gophers. In the 

early years as well as later, horseshoes 
was a very popular game. In 1932 T. H. Long 
donated a cup to the winner of a horseshoe 
tournament. Among those who enjoyed the 
game were H. Walker, P. MacPherson, A. 
Evans and H. D. Armitage. 

Wynona District Sports 

The Wynona Football team was organized 
in 1910. They won the cup in 1912 and 1913. 
In 1916 the Wynona team joined with Willen 
and they took in Sports days at Birtle, 
Russell, Shoal Lake, Moosomin and Oak 
Lake. 

In 1915 the Wynona girls organized a 
baseball club with Maggie Beattie as captain. 
Their uniforms were middies and ankle 
length skirts and, buttoned boots. Many games 
were played in the Wynona school yard, 
which was often followed by socials including 
lunch and dancing. 

In the year 1916 Reta Fox acted as captain. 
The team that year followed the foothall 
team as this was their only ni.eans of trans-

Mrs. Jack Cook. Wynona Baseball Team. 
Back Row. Standing: Eunice Waldie, Reta Fox, Jean Beattie, Maggie Towler, 
Maggie Beattie. 
Front Row: Birdie Beattie, May Waidle, Venetta Waldie, Agnes Davidson. 
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portation. A few years later soft ball took 
the place of baseball. In 1944 the Wynon8. 
team joined with Reeder. 

Reeder Sports 
The Reeder community built their rink in 

1948. Games had to be played in the after
noon as the rink was not wired for lights 
until'1950. Games were played with surround
ing towns for a few years with some wins 
and some losses. 

In 1953 the Border League was organized 
in which they played. They won the cup 
in 1953-54, 1955-56, 1957-58, 1960·,61 and 
1963-64. 

They also played in Intermediate C, (Pro
vincial), and won the cup in 1954-55,1958-59, 
1959-60 and 1963 .. 64. 

They played in towns and cities over a 
large area includbg Minitonas, Rorketon, 
Ethelbert, Warren, Winnipeg, Brandon, Del
oraine, BOissevaine, MacGregor and Portage 
la Prairie. Some of the boys also played 
on Elkhorn, Fleming, McAuley, Birtle and 
Virden teams. 

Reeder also had a baseball and a fastball 
team which were helped by a good group of 
supporters. 

A Reeder picnic was held every summer, 
to which neighboring teams were invited for 
games. 

Happy Land 

The Assiniboine Fair Grounds "Happy 
Land" was opened on Victoria Day, May 25th 
1908 by Stromness and Fisher. This park 
and recreation grounds were located on an 
opening in a river bend on the east side of 
the Assiniboine River on Mr. Fisher's farm, 
S. W. 24-13-27. Land was cleared for a 
good football field. Tennis courts were built 
and there was a merry-go- round and roller 
coasters for the young fry, to be used on 
sports days. Cabins were built and provided 
summer homes for many Miniota residents. 
Stromness and Fisher purchased anew motor 
launch called "Ada". It was a steel boat 
18' long and driven by a three horse power 
engine. It had accomodation for eight persons. 
An excerpt from the Miniota Herald states 
that on opening day motor launch "Ada" 
hired by the hour, ran all day. The football 
game played on that day was between Miniota 
and Two Creeks. Later Mr. Fisher added 
an open air dance floor. Our pioneers tell 
us that "Happy Land' was a very popular 
summer resort and drew people from alarge 
area, even as far as Moosomin. It was 
operated by Stromness and Fisher until 1910 
when Mr. Fisher sold his land to Mr. John 
Wythe, the present owner. Mr. Wythe con
tinued to operate "Happy Land" for a year 
but found it too large an undertaking and so 
the project was abandoned. 

Original Band formed 1912 

- .. 202 -



]\;finiota Band 

The first Miniota Band was o;,ganized in 
August, 1907. A committee of citizens ~ 
Dr. Chalmers, Rev. S. Thomas and J. N. 
Clinton were appointed to purchase instrum
ent" and to look after them. The meeting 
was told that eight instruments and two 
drums could be .bought for approximately 
$175.00. Mr. Squibb of Hamiota - newly 
apPointed band master there~ consented to 
be leader and instruct the boys twice a week, 

The Miniota Brass Band was organized in 
the summer of 1912. A few musically minded 
citizens met in the Miniota Hardware Store. 
Mr. J. L. Evans was chairman, and of 
com'se we needed money to buy the band 
instruments. Mr. Evans however, prevailed 
on Mr. Poole, the bank manager to lend us 
the money. All the members of the band 
signed a promissol'Y note for the amount 
entailed and we got our instruments. As 
time went, on each member naid off his 
share and took possession of his instrument 
to ·be his own: 

The original members were: J. Bernstein 
(bandmaster) solo cornet; J', W. Horner, 1st 
cornet; Bert Schofield, Clarinet; J. L. Evans 
Trombone; A. Aspinwall, Piccolo; Co colby' 
Baritone; George Cornish, Snare drum; i 
Reddon, Tenori H. (Joe) Spencer, Bassdrumj 
Sam Hunter, Trombone; W. Mills, Baritone; 

J. Pickard, Alto and AI. Hodnett, Tenor. 

We got down to some practice under the 
abl~ leadership of our bandmaster, J. Bern
stem. We got along fairly well with a few 
sour notes here and there, which were smot
hered by the drummers. The first Great 
War then came along and upset our oper
ation for awhile, as some of the members 
enlisted and went overseas, also some of 
them never to return. J. W. Horner was then 
elected Chairman of the band, and we got 
a number of voung players together. They 
were: Ali. Aspinwall, 2nd Cornet; Alex Evans, 
Trombone; Chas. Evans, E. flat bass; Hugh 
Stewart, Solo cornet; Mr. Beveridge, Cornet· 
Siordon Leland, Alto; Clare Cornish, Bar: 
ltone; Gordon Rennie, Tenor; Wm. Thompson, 
Alto; Harry Warren, Tenor; Reg. Oliver 
Bass drum; _ Jim Hurlin, Snare drum and J: 
W. Horner, Tenor. 

~ Part of our ~epertoire: El Capitan, King 
Lotton, Multoman, New Colonial and Our 
Director. All the above were march tunes 
the first two by Jphn Phillip Sousa. • 

You will notice all the original members 
are not listed. Some have passed on and 
?thers moved away. Finally, for lack of 
mterest the Miniota Band disbanded, but not 
~f~re we filled the following engagements: 
::;t. Lazare, Welby, McAuley. Birtle, Harniota, 
stratnC!a1r, Elphinstone, Crandall, Isabella 
~d. of course numerbus engagements at 
Mlmo,ta. When playing at Banquets the first 
questIon was "When do we eat?". 

Mini()i;a Eaml 19'18 

- 203 -



1\;1 iniota Dramatics 

Whi'le very little is known of drama in the 
earl'y years of our district, we do know that 
in the year 1907 a play" Our Boys" was 
presented. In 1909, at Miniota's first Fair 
I:ay, the Miniota-Amateur Theatrical Co. 
presented the play, "Our Regiment". 

The Miniota Amateur Dramatic Society 
was organized November 24, 1908 and the 
,first production was "Sweet Lavender". In 
March, 1910, "The Glass of Fashion" was 
presented, followed by "The Monkey's Paw" 
in November, 1911, "Box and Cox" in 1920 
and "Oh Susanah" in 1923. A six piece 
orchestra play'ed during intermissions at the 
last play mentioned here. 

At a W. I. Meeting in February 1924, a 
play, "Her Husband's Wife" was presented 
to raise funds for the erection of a memorial. 

The following 3-Act plays were produced: 
1925 - "Charlie's Aunt"; 1926 - "Are you 
a Mason?" and 1927 - "Is Marriage a 
Failure?" . 

For a numbe r of years Miniota Church 
groups produced a number of plays. In 1931 
the Miniota United Church Young People 
presented a comedy drama" My Irish Rose" , 
in three acts, directed by Mr. Ben Woods. 
The three act play, "Bless Your Little 

Ladies taking part in "M ignonette" 
Left to Right: Kal Lvnch. Edna Rowan 
Doris McPherson, and Miss Coak. , ' 

Heart" was also directed by Mr. Woods. 
other three- act plays sponsoreq. by. the 
United Church Young Peop!ewere: "Father 
Knows Best"; , Eyes of Love", "Civil Ser
vice" (which was staged thirteen times), 
"The Closed Door"; "The Deceptive Sales
man"; "Tiger House" (directed .by Mr. E. 
Reid in 1937), and perhaps one of the most 
outstanding three-act plays staged in Mini
ota in 1936 was "Mignonette", a romantic 
drama. Miss Anne Coak took the leading 
role, Mignonette. Cecil Bourne played oppo
site as Jonathan Mills. Supporting cast: 
Gladys McKenzie, Kallie .Lynch, Edna Rowan, 
Edna Reynolds and Doris McPherson. others 
in the cast were: Hazen Chalmers, Herb 
McRae, Lawrence Reynolds, W. P. Woods 
and F. Walker. Mr. Ben Woods was director. 

In March, 1933, a concert was held in 
Miniota Hall, sponsored by the Ladies Aid 
of the United Church, which included two 
plays: "The Bishop's Candlesticks"; and 
"The Marriage Had Been Arranged". The 
musical entertainment was directed by Mrs. 
Lynch. 

In 1934 the play, "The Red Headed Step 
Child" was sponsored by Holy Trinity W .A. 

In 1924 the Miniota High School, under the 
direction of Principal, Mr. J. Beer, pre
sented William Shakespeare's play - "A 
Midsummer Night's Dream". The cast was 
as follows: Puck - Margaret Hanlin; Lysan
der - Bessie BOlIDeI'; Oberon - Lyn Reveiy; 
Demetrius - Edna Stowe; Hermia - Edith 
Bruce; Helena - Zella Cornish; Titania -
Ina Cornish; Bottom - Geneva Rowan. 

The Negro Minstrels concluded the program 
with song and farce. 

In the second High School Drama Festival, 
Miniota presented two plays, "George and 
Martha", directed by Mr. E. Reid and 
"Thread of Scarlet" directed by Mr. A. 
Cunningham. 

In 1935 the Hamiota District Drama Fes
tival was held in Miniota and was a huge 
success. Nine very good one-act plays were 
presented and Rivers won first place with 
"The Clod". Miniota partiCipated in the 
Drama Festival held at Rivers in 1949 with 
the play, "The Florist Shop". Kallie Chal
mers won the best actress award. 

In 1952 the Hamiota District Drama Fes
tival was again held in Miniota, and the play, 
'An Airman's 48", directed by Mrs. Huett 
was a winner and Bill Barrett won the 
best actor award. This play was chosen to 
go to Winnipeg. The cast was Edna Rev-
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llOlds, Bill Strachan, Sheila Hurlin, BIll 
Barrett, Evelyn Barrett and Don Forsyth. 

The Miniota High School presented the 
play "Be a Little Cuckoo" at the Rivers 
Regional Drama Festival in 1953 under the 
direction of Miss Edna Reynolds. This play 
was a winner and went on to the Provincial 
Drama Festival held at Portage la Prairie. 
Glenyce Currie won the best actress award, 
and the play won the Rose Bowl as the best 
Junior Play. The cast was: Sandra Spalding, 
Jessie Rowan, Joan Hodnett, Pat Hodnett, 
Glenyce Currie. 

j\f iniota Literary Society 

In the 1920' s the Miniota Literary Society 
tended for many years to further the best 
interests of the community and to promote 
the highest ideals of art, literature and the 
finer things of life. They held a Welsh 
night, also an English, Irish, Scotch and 
Canadian night. These were in the form of 
concerts featuring choruses, songs and rec
itations pertaining to each country. In 1925 
the .Society sponsored lectures by professors 
from the University of Manitoba. 

The following program was published in 
the Miniota Herald in January, 1922: 
Chairman's Remarks - Secretary's Report 
Song - "Sweet and Low" - Girls Choir 
Pawr - The Ideals of the Anglo Saxon 

People portrayed by their literature - Mrs. 
Somerset. 
Violin Solo - Mr. Cook 
Solo - Miss Borland 
Talk on Byron - Miss Murphy 
Solo - Mr. C. Ellerillgton 
Folk Dancing - Miss Sexsmith and pupils 
Solo - Mrs. Hamil 
Story of Sydney Carton - Mrs. C. E. Somerset 
Solo - J. Hurlin 
Solo - C. Ellerington 
Solo - Miss Aspinwall 

A School Literary Society was very active 
during those years and we read of their 
acti:vities until well into the 30' s. Programs 
included readings, musical numbers, debates 
and plays. A school paper "The Echo" was 
published and a feature of each meeting of 
the SOCiety was the reading of original 
poems published in this paper. In 1926 poems 
"J oy of Spring" by Edna Reynolds and 
"Complaints of the Grade Niner's" by Gwen 
Taylor were read. Officers of the Society 

for that year were Margaret Hanlin, Dorothy 
Spalding and Harold Forsyth. 

In 1932 a cup was donated to the school 
by Mr. Howlett which was to be presented 
to the grade giving the best performance. 

Debating 
In the early 1890' s the Parkissimo De

bating Society met in the Sarahville School. 
"Our orators met the Beulah men on the 
latter's ground on the 19th. The subject was 
'Reading v.s. Observation". We had the 
affirmative and flatter ourselves with ac
hieving a very high commendation from the 
judges for the manner in which it was hand
led." The next debate will be held in Sarah
ville School on March 4. Resolved that the 
fear of punishment has greater influence over 
the human race than the hope of reward.~' 
, . Our boys did not prove a match for the 
Beulah spouters at the last debate." 

Debates were also an important part of 
the Literary SOCiety which was formed later. 
The meeting of February 9 was given over to 
a debate when two prominent gentlemen set 
forth the merits of the Municipal School 
System and the Single System. A debate 
held in 1926 drew a large audience when 
the affirmative was taken by Chalmers, Hen
derson and Gemel and the negative by Spal
ding, Beer and Morrow. The subject was 
"Resolved that Canada offers greater ad.;. 
vantages than any other country". The 
negative team won. 

1\1 usic 
In 1907 Miniota String Quartette. suIIDlie.d 

music for balls, suppers, concerts, etc., 
manager A. E. Aspinwall. 

In, 1912 a new orchestra was fermed knawn 
a~' "Sons of Harmony", persQlli1el being: 
.T. D" Evans; Slide tr.omhone; Bourns~ Drrtm: 
G Colby and McKinley, Baritone and alto 
horns; Bert Taylor. piccolo; Aspinwall. Cello; 
Hunterl Prentice and Allonby, Violins; Joe 
Horner, COI;net. 

In 1913 this orchestra, under the leader
ship of A. Aspinwall, sponsored a "Grand 
Concert". At the conclusion a "Screaming 
Sketch" was presented. The write-up in the 
Herald said: "Miniota Symphony Orchestra 
delights a large crowd with an excellent 
concert" . 
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A Choral Society was formed Janl.lary 1911, 
with president Guy Stewart, Treasurer Wil
liam Martin, Conductor A. Wyness. The first 
presentation was the cantata "Queen Esther;" 

September 17, 1927 -. The Sacred cantata 
"The King in Zion" L Jered October 12th 
at 17:30 p.m. in the United Church by a choir 
of twenty five voices. Soloists were Miss 
E. Lync'll and J. R. Lynch. Duets by Misses 
ina and Zella Cornish with Miss Norma Evans 
as accompanist, were enjoyed. 

On Friday June 12th, 1925 at 8:30 p.m. 
the United Choral Society presented the 
following programme in the Miniota HaJl; 

Chorus: "And the Glory of the Lord". 
Handel's Messiah; United Choral Society. 

Instrumental Quartette: "Angel's Seren
ade' - Brago. Piano, Trombone, Saxophone, 
Violin; Miss N. Evans, A. Evans, C. Evans, 
and M. Johnson. 

Solo: Mr. C. G. Stone. 
Quartette: "Serenade" - Schubert; VOice, 

Piano, Violins, Cello, Mrs. Rostron, Miss 
Morrison, M. J ahnson, V. G. Phew. 

Reading: "How Ruby Played" - Mrs. J. 
M. Elliott. 

Chorus: "Send Forth Thy Light" - Balak
arieff - United Choral Society. 

Cello ~j)lo: V. G. Phew 
Male Quartette: M. Johnson, J. R. Lynch, 

A. Evans, C. Evans. 
Chorus: "Hallelujah Chorus" - Handel ~ 

United Chmoal Society. 

September 1930 - In order to raise funds 
for the proposed 111emorial to the pioneer 
Women of Manitoba, the W. 1. held a tea 
at the home. of Mrs. Bally. The programme 
of music that .:was enioyed was contributed 
to by Misses P. J)oward, M. Dart and G. 
Cornish: Vocli.l tdo; lVirs. G. Armstrong 
and Miss Henderson, vocal solos. The ac
companiements were by Mrs. Lynch, piano 
and Miss K. Lynch, violin. 

1933 - "A most enjoyable concert was 
held in the' United Church. The variou2l; 
items on the programme contributed by local 
talent were very much appreCiated. Such 
conc8:cts as thes€" have a tendency to bring 
out the best in music and more of these 
wm. help materially to advance the inter
ests of good music in om" community" . 

Feb:cua,:y 19:3:;· A i'ecHal by the pupils 
Of. V.. G, Phew !lSS!3te.d b:v the newly tOl'med 
MmlOta Orchestra ., E. Lynch, C. Tlbbatts, 
W, Spalding, fL VI nmis, violIns; W, G. Phew, 
Cello; Miss Jean Henderson, Piano. 

October 16, 1934 ~ "The Old time Fiddler's 
Contest held by Miniota W. I. was one of 
the finest managed affairs of this descrip
tion ever held. Eleven entries were received 
coming from Virden, Elkhorn, Oak River and 
Miniota. Judges were, Mrs. E. ~arnegie, 
Beulah, E. Hunsaker and W. DlCk from 
Hamiota. Following the contest, a dance to 
the music by the fiddlers was held. The 
whole affair was a huge success." 

July 30, 1935 - The Miniota and Arrow 
River Communities united under the name 
of "Arriota Music Club" to present the 
operetta "H.M.S. Pinafore" in each of the 
villages of the municipality. 

May 12, 1937 - Coronation Day - at 1:30 
p. m. a special service was held in the Mini-ota 
Hall. Then singing was led by the school 
pupils. Miss E. Lynch sang, "Land of Hope 
and Glory", accompanied· on the piano by 
Gladys Henderson with violin obligato by 
Kal Lynch. Community singing was led by 
J. F. Lynch, and Russell Gurr of Lenore 
sang a number of cowboy songs. 

February 1943 - A Scotch program wa~ 
presented in the Hall. Mrs. Iris McKinnon, 
Miss Flora Scarth and Mr. Billy Williams 
sang some of the favorite Scotch songs. 
Eleanor Deans did a tap dance, and Ruth 
McKinnon did a highland dance. 

At another concert in 1943 Kal Lynch sang 
"When the Lights Go On Again All Over 
The~ World". A trio of Donna Douglas, Ruth 
McKinnon, and Barbara Hurlin sang, 'Ten 
Little Soldiers on a Ten-Day Leave" . 

Janurary 1945 - David Deans chaired a 
Schotch program where to the skirl of the 
bagpipes by Mr. E. Carnegie, and to the toe
tapping music of Jack Cook's accordian with 
Mrs. Alex Spalding at the piano, dances were 
performed by Betty Thompson and Evelyn 
Barrett. The Ladies Ensemb1esang some 
numbers. In one number Don Forsyth took 
the solo part for the ladies. Community 
singing was led by Ada Huett. It was a "braw 
nicht" night. Music for the dance that fol
lowed was played by the three accompanists. 

March 1954 - Ladies of the W. I. Auxilary 
sponsored a program of songs of Ireland 
under the direction and accompaniment of 
Mrs. Spalding with solos by Mrs. Patterson 
and Ford Wiggins. 

April 1954 - The Oddfe llow , s Lodge spon
sored a fiddler' scontest. Prizes were given 
to C. Milne of Virden, A. Craigie of Oak 
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River, R. Kirk of Hamiota and J. Champman 
of Isabella. 

Dece mber 1954 - A. C. T. Amateur Contest 
raised $675 from this area. First prize for 
talent went to the Ladies Ensemble. 

October 1955 - Mrs. Helen Hanlin presented 
"Pinafore" with a cast of over thirty in 
Miniota Community Centre. Holy Trinity 
W. A. sponsored this. 

April 1954 - A mew Wurlitzer organ for 
the United Church purchased for $1900 re
placed the Karn organ in use for forty-seven 
years, firstly in the Methodist church in town. 

For many years the United Church supper 
was followed by a splendid evening concert. 
Sunday School concerts or Christmas Trees 
were annual events until the 1950' s. The 
elementary school presents an annual variety 
concert in December and since 1960 the 
High School has presented a concert with 
plays, choruses, etc. in the spring. 

No history of the music of Miniota would 
be complete without a special tribute to the 
Lynch family. Mrs. Lynch was for years the 
organist of the United Church. Her queenly 
bearing and excellent musicianship gave a 
certain atmosphere to the chUrch services. 
Mr. Lynch's deep and rich bass voice formed 
the backbone of a good choir. (In 1954 one 
local swain was overhead to say: "That 
Russell Lynch sings better at eighty than I 
do when 1'm drunk!") 

Kallie Lynch (Mrs. Jim Chalmers) gave 
music le'ssOns' tlJ ttie slllall Child'ren after 
the war for some time. Kal had a sweet 
musical voice - a treat to hear. She was 
talented also at playing the violin, and those 
who were fortunate to hear her, will always 
remember her. 

Elva Lynch (Mrs. Alex Spalding) has been 
organist of the United Church since failing 
health forced her mother to give up the work. 
Many, many boys and girls have benefited 
from Mrs. Spalding's singing lessons and her 
piano lessons. Through her capable training, 
one of her piano students, Myrna Barrett, 
was able to attain honours in her A.R. C. T. 
music exams. Elva's son Jack, has graduated 
in trumpet, from the U of M School of 
Music. The recitals presented by students 
of Mrs. Spalding and Mrs. Roy Lelond have 
been an annual event in which the progress 
of students has been noted from year to year. 

These recitals have been carried on in recent 
years by Mrs. Ken Mitchell and Mrs. Charlie 
Watts, our very capable music teachers at 
the present time. 

\if l.Isic Teachers 

Mr. Ferris was music teacher and organist 
at the Anglican Church, coming in April, 
1907. He had been organist and choir master 
at one of the largest churches in England. 

Mr. W. Sargent replaced Mr. Ferris as 
music teacher, also organist at the Anglican 
Church late in 1907. He left in 1909. 

A. H. Duffield arrived in January, 1910 
as music teacher. Lessons were given in the 
Palace Hotel. 

1912 - Miss E. Gerrand, Teacher 
1915 - Mrs. Munshaw, piano class 
1920 - Miss Lochart, piano class 
1923 - Alice M. Howden 
1924 - Miss F. Dixon 
1927 - Miss E. Lynch 
1929 - Victor G. Phew, Piano and violin 

teacher, Mrs. J. R. Lynch, piano and violin 
teacher, Mrs. Jim Chalmers, piano teacher, 
Mrs. Alex Spalding, piano teacher, Mrs. 
Roy Lelond, piano teacher, Mrs. Ken Mit
chell, piano teacher, Mrs. Chas Watts, piano 
teacher. 

1930' s to 1960' s Anglican Church organists 
and directors: Mr. Oliver, Mr. Aspinwall, 
Mr. Hurlin, Mrs. Roy Lelond, Mrs. Chas. 
Watts, Mrs. G. Dibblee. 

1930' s to 1960' s United Church organists 
and directors: 
Senior Choir: Mrs. W. Berwick, Mrs. J. R. 
Lynch, Mrs. Alex Spalding, Mrs. Vradenburg, 
Miss Helen Long, Mrs. Jim Reynolds, Miss 
Diane Williams, Mrs. Frank Rowan. 
Junior Choir: Mrs. Alex Spalding, Misses 
Myrna Barrett, Betty Johnson, Linda Armi
tage, Patsy Wiens. 

Music fur dances was, supplied byanumber 
of orChestras of various sizes through the 
years:' Evans Orchestra, Hurlin's Orchestra, 
Horner's Orchestra, Wilf Hill and his Merry 
Makers, The Three Cavaliers, Prairie Ram
blers, Bowles Orchestra, Bryant's Orchest
ra, Tom Ellerington (The Tom Cats), The 
mouth organ band of the school, in fhp 30' s 
lead .by Mr. Horner. This band provided)he 
music for marching while practising for 
field day. 
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Hospitals 

In the early days of the settlement of our 
community there was no hospital accommod
ation. However, a number of women were 
willing to help in time of need. The names 
of some of these volunteers which come to 
mind now are - first, my mother (Mrs. 
Beard), then Mrs. Schofield, Mrs. Sidey, 
Mrs. Kirkland, and Mrs. (Powell) Sharpe. 

The first local hospital was started in 
January, 1919, by Miss Nellie Taylor a 1918 
graduate of Winnipeg Victoria Hospital, who 
nursed here until August1 1920, when her 
motlter, Mrs. Sam (Granny) J'aylortook over 
for a short time. This first hospital was 
located in the Taylor house, now the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Barrett. At that time 
Dr. Clingan, with an assistant nurse, came 
from Virden to perform surgery. Mrs. Chal
mers (then Nurse Taylor) recalls that their 
first apperide.ctomy was Angus McDonald. 

Miss Rose Long was another local nurse. 
She graduated from the Children's Hospital 
in 1915. Both she and Miss Taylor received 
their R. N.'s in 1918. Miss Kathleen Beard 
(now Mrs. J. Lees of NewWestminster, B.C.) 
trained in Misericordia Hospital in 1919. 
These nurses did wonderful work during the 
serious "flu' epidemic of 1919. At the 
J1eight of the epidemic schools were closed 

Mrs. Schofield 

and many t'eachers went out to help where 
needed. At this time, particularly, the neces
sity of a local hospital - and nurses - was 
realized. 

In 1923 Mrs. Jno. Edmundson took over 
the hospital - then located in the Stewart 
house (now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Wayne 
Johnston). Mrs. Edmundson was a graduate 

. R. N. from England. She was also a World 
War I nurse and the matron of Gladstone 
Hospital. She continued here unti11925,when 
Miss Taylor (later the wife of Dr. Chalmers) 
again opened a cottage hospital, this time 
over the Hodnett store. She was assisted 
by Miss Vera Mitchell, R. N. In March,1926, 
I, (then Mary Beard) took over this hospital. 
I had received my training at Victoria Hos
pital. In 1927 we moved back to the original 
site, the Taylor house, where I nursed until 
I married in October, 1929. During this 
period, Dr. Clingan continued to come from 
Virden to perform surgery. At this time, or 
in the early 30' s, Miss Irene Henderson also 
nursed here. 

At his time I would like to mention some 
of the cases that were outstanding. There 
was the time that Lillian Deanes (now Mrs. 
Harold Salmon of Birtle) became critically 
ill, and was hurried to the hospital by Dr. 
Chalmers. En route the doctor was relayed 
by three teams of horses provided by farmers 
along the road. Another time which I am sure 
many readers will remember, related to 
Charles Armitage and Leonard Bryant. Each 
was rushed to the hospital with a ruptured 
appendix. Then there was the time Alec 
nearly hemorraged to death. Many, many 
othere cases were helped by those two 
wonderful medical men, Dr. Chalmers and 
Dr. Fraser. 

There was no electricity in Miniota at that 
time, but Mr. C. Wythe had a power plant 
in his home and in times of emergency we 
were connected to his lighting system. Coal 
oil or gasoline lamps were used at other 
times. 

Mrs. Betty Sadler was next to take oV,er 
the hospital. Then Mrs. Willie Taylor With 
assistant nurse, Miss Janet Reid. R.N. Janet 
later married Mr. Alec Spalding, and die~ 
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when 'their baby daughter, Sandra, was born. 
Other nurses who assisted Mrs. Taylorwere 
Miss Florence Hepburn of Virden, and Miss 
Jessie Elliot of Arrow River. Later, Mrs. 
Wm. Taylor accepted patients in the upstairs 
of Dr. and Mrs. Chalmer's home. About this 
time Mrs. Chalmers again took over with 
Nurse Cunningham, R.N. as assistant, and 
carried on till July, 1949. 

According to our W. I. Minutes of Feb. 
1950, Mrs. Chalmers was our first appointed 
member to the Hamiota Hospital Aid. One 
of our projects at that time was collecting 
used woolens for Fairfields to make up 
blankets for the Hamiota Hospital. The 
Miniota W. I. and our district have supported 
Hamiota Hospital Aid and the Hamiota Medical 
Centre since that date. 

This information has been collected by me 
as a result of considerable reminiscing with 
Mrs. Chalmers and others in the district. 

Post Office 

Parkissimo Post Office was opened on the 
farm of David Rowan, sec. 36-13-27 one 
half mile west of the present village of 
Miniota in 1883. 

The mail was brought from Elkhorn by 
stage twice a week. It started at Beulah 
on Mondays and Thursdays, the driver having 
dinner at Parkissimo, then on to Elkhorn 
returning Tuesdays and Fridays. The stag~ 
carried passengers, also freight and the 
mail, as the postmaster at Beulah kept a 
general store. Some of the early postmas
ters w~re Mr .. Rowswell, Mr. George Marsh 
and later Taylor, Breen and Frazer. 

Some who come to mind as drivers of the 
stage are Mr. Robert Frazer, Mr. Breen and 
also Mr. Dave Frazer of Miniota, who diove 
for many years, and who was well known as 
an uncle of Mr. Peter Gow of Beulah. 

Parkissimo was the distributing point for 
four post offices: Arrow River with Mrs. 
Elliott as postmistress; Lucas, with Mr. 
Frank Campbell as postmaster; Arrowton 
with Mr. William Haney as postmaster and 
Orwald, with Mr. Norton as postmaster. 
Arrow River had two mails a week, on 
Tuesday and Friday, while the others had 
just one mail a week on Friday. 

Parkissimo was really a busy spot on mail 

days when neighbors coming for mail ex
changed opinions on crop conditions, the 
general news of the community, and often 
lively political "iews were heard. It was 
also a stopping place for travellers passing 
through, where meals and nights lodging were 
to be had. 

In 1899 the C. P. R. was extended from 
Hamiota, and the name Parkissimo was 
changed to Miniota, and our village began 
its growth. 

The post office was moved to the village 
in 1903, and David Rowan continued as post
master until the fall of 1918 when Mr. John 
Spalding became postmaster. The post office 
was then in part of his residence. 

By 1918 there were six C. P. R. mail 
trains a week to and from Brandon. George 
Grant carried the mail. There were also 
seven eastbound, and six westbound C. N. R. 
mail trains weekly. At that time that railway 
was called the Grand Trunk, and A. E. 
Aspinwall was mail carrier. Later W. J. 
Grant became the carrier. 

For several years there was a rural 
mail delivery route to Birtle, one mile east 
of the present highway 83, and it called into 
Beulah enroute. It went to Birtle one day 
and back to Miniota the next. Two drivers 
that can be recalled were E. Hall and Tommy 
Deans. 

Post Office, 1918 



Alex Spalding Postmaster, 1936-59 

The post office was moved from the resi
dence of John Spalding to North Railway 
Avenue in the summer of 1919. 

In the early 1930' s the carrying of mail 

New Post Office 1966 

on the C. P. R. was discontinued, and Mini
ota was serviced by the C. N. R. only. 
Arthur Aspinwall, George Grant, Jim Chal
mers and Bill Grant were some of the mail 
carriers from the C. N. R. station. 

In 1936 Alex Spalding succeeded his brother 
John as postmaster. Doris Penelton was 
assistant in the office and later Jim Chal
mers, fQr a time. 

W. C. Barrett became assistant in 1951, 
and when Alex Spalding retired in 1959, W. 
C. Barrett was appointed postmaster. 

The construction of a new post office, 
east of the Miniota Hotel, was started in 
1959, and was occupied in May 1960. W. C. 
Barrett remained as postmaster until the 
fall of 1966. Mrs. George Bruce, Mrs. 
Charlie Darker and Mrs. M. Powell have all 
served as assistants. When W. C. Barrett 
was transferred to River s in 1966 Mr. 
Terry McCallum of Winnipeg came to Miniota 
as postmaster. 

Mail service by train to Miniota was dis
continued in the fall of 1961, and is now 
brought in by Royal Mail Van. 

M·iniota Creamery 

The Miniota Creamery was closed on 
December 31st, 1964, thus bringing to anend 
an era in the history of the Miniota District. 

The closing of the plant at Miniota was 
due to the very low production of cream and 
eggs in the area. 

The creamery has been in continuous oper
ation since 1931 whp.n it was built by Mr. 
Ed Fotheringham of Brandon Creamery and 
Supply. The creamery was destroyed by fire 
on September 14, 1938 and the present plant 
was built on the same site and started 
operating later that year, on November 15th. 

The cream for the plant in Miniota was 
collected by truck over an area extending 
to Hamiota in the east, Hargrave to the 
south, Willen and McAuley in the west and 
St. Lazare, Foxwarren and Birtle in the 
north. Mr. J. Elliott, who hauled most of 
this cream should receive special mention 
at this time for his ten years of serviGe. 

Over the years several million pounds of 
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butter have been manufactured from this 
cream and the Miniota Creamery has won 
many prizes at major exhibitions across 
Canada. At one time quite a number of hogs 
were keptthere and later in the early 1950' s 
lflrge flocks of turkeys were raised there. 

The firet manager of the Miniota plant was 
Mr. Studily. Later Mr. Christianson took 
over as manager until the fall of 1946. 
When he left, Mr. Wm. Smyth was appointed 
manager. In 1947 the Miniota and Elkhorn 
Creamery were bought by the Manitoba Dairy 
and Poultry Co-op and was operated by them 
until its closing. At this time, Mr. Smyth 
was transferred to Elkhorn and Mr. Harvey 
Gibbings became manager until the fall of 
1957 when he moved to Swan River where a 
new plant was built. David Rowan became 
Manager of the Miniota plant then and con
tinued in that capacity until closing. 

In 1931 the Miniota creamery received a 
silver cup, won at the Canadian National 
Exhibition. 

Manitoba Dairy 
and Poultry Pool 

Poultry and eggs were a part of almost 
every farm's produce in the early days. 
About 1915 Miniota began a poultry pool. 
Arrow River poultry pool dates back to 
1922. 

During the lifetime of these pools demon
strators came to such key points as Ham
iota to demonstrate how to stick, pluck 
and truss birds. On market day a pool 
grader came to the town hall or market 
place once in the year and graded the birds 
which had to be well starved, carefully 
plucked, heads and feet washed and the 
birds trussed properly. They were not drawn 
and could not be frozen. After grading they 
were packed by the local men and women 
and shipped by train to market centres. 

Gradually, with mechanical pluckers etc., 
the farmers began to ship their poultry 
alive to centres like Brandon. 

The Miniota Creamery for years shipped 
out crates of live old hens. (We can't omit 
the "Jew' buyers who caught your old hens 
right in the yard and gave you fresh fruit 
in exchange for them. Nothing to do with the 
pool though). 

About 1940 the poultry pool at Arrow River 

closed. Specialization in the poultry field is 
now an established way of successful man
agement with many other farmers being the 
buyers of Christmas turkeys and dressed 
poultry rather than the sellers. 

;\i{iniota ~I ilk Delivery 
by Elizabeth Stewart 

Until 1898 the demand for milk was met by 
the individuals who owned cows taking a few 
customers. George Mellor Sr. then started 
a regular milk delivery with Sam McLaren 
as the driver. A horse and buggy was used, 
and the milk was carried in tall cans with a 
tap at the bottom. It was sold by the quart 
or pint from tin measures at three quarts 
for 25~. The customer's containers were 
filled at the delivery vehicle. 

Mr. James Boyce had the milk delivery 
after Mr. Mellor, using the same method. 
Around 1913 about fifteen cows were owned 
by individual persons in town and they sup
plied milk to friends and neighbors. The 
town cows were housed in sheds in the back 
yards in winter, and taken to a pasture in 
summer. 

Mr. Aspinwall was the first person to run 
a herd of cows. He pastured them south of 
town, and several town lads had a turn at 
taking them to the pasture in the morning 
and bringing them back at night. 

In 1920 Harry Stewart started a milk 
route, and the milk cans were replaced by 
glass milk bottles. In the fall of 1922 T. H. 
Stewart and son Dave took over the milk 
business, and by 1928 a Ford coupe was 
used for delivering. For a number of years 
milk was delivered twice a day with Stewarts 
delivering in the morning and Mr. Gilbert 
Rowan and son Charlie in the evening. 

In 1937 business was very poor and the 
coupe was replaced by a Bennett Buggy 
which was used until September 1939. By 
1951 the roads were improved so that a 
car was used in winter as well as summer, 
and Sunday delivery was discontinued. D. 
Stewart carried on until October 1962 when 
he sold the business. Milk is now trucked 
from Brandon and Souris to the grocery 
stores where glass bottles have been replaced 
by wax. coated, and later plastic coated paper 
cartons. 
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Cemeteries 

In the years prior to 1904, when the public 
cemetery was located, ~om~ burial? w~re 
made in private cemetenes m the dIstnct. 
North west of the town, three private ceme
teries can still be seen: The Irwin ceme
tery on N.W. 13-14-27, the former Hugh 
Walker farm' the Clyde and Reynolds ceme-

, B ' tery on S.W. 24-14- 27 on George ruce s 
farm' and there are three graves on N.W. 
14-14-27, the Alex Babiuk farm. This is 
known as the Dr. Rolston cemetery, where 
two of Dr. Rolston's children, who died from 
Black Diphtheria, are buried. The third 
grave is that of an eighteen year old boy, 
Chas. H. S. Hilyar, son of Admiral and Mrs. 
Hilyar. He was drowned when he fell off the 
Paddle Boat steamer in the spring of 1883. 

Another private burial ground is in the 
valley west of Miniota, known as the Steu
art cemetery. It is located on Charlie Good
win's farm. Still another grave can be found 
on Len Draper's farm N.W. 18-13-27 which 
was at one time owned by Bissett's. 

At a council meeting on December, 1904, 
a selected committee from Council to locate 
a local cemetery reported that a site on Mr. 
Gib Rowan's land overlooking the Assiniboine 
Valley to the west. had been accepted. It was 
surveyed into lots and in 1906, Mr. Gib Ro
wan. was appOinted caretaker at a salary of 
$10 per year: Improvements were deemed 
necessary and in 1916 the W .1., then known as 
Home Economics Society, decided to help 
with the upkeep of the cemetery and help 
financially. Many trees and shrubs were 
planted and roads and walks were surveyed. 
A part of the cemetery was set aside for 
Veterans. 

In 1951 a cemetery board was formed 
and with 'financial help from Council, town 
council and W.L, many improvements were 
made. From then to the present day let
ters are sent yearly to plot owners and a 
yearly three dollar contribution is given 
by many. The advent of the power lawn 
mower has lightened the task of the care
taker. Some of the caretakers have been 
Mr. Birch, Mr. J. Desmond, Mr. T. Conover, 
Mr. J. Grant and Mr. J. Fraser. 

Law and Order 
With the settlement of the dIstrict there 

arose the need for law and order. Little is 
known of police activities prior to 1900, 
but from files of early newspapers we find 
evidence of a concern for these matters. We 
read from minutes January, 1897, "That 
Wm. Iverach, A. D. Clyde, S. D. Taylor and 
Thomas Ancott be appointed constables." 
Presumably, this was for the whole muni
cipality. At a council meeting in Hawthorne's 
Hall, January, 1906, it was decided "that 
council take into consideration the recom
mendation to build a 'lock up' in the village 
and that the Secretary-Treasurer be in
structed to write the secretaries of Ham
iota and Elkhorn asking the favour of the spe
cifications of the buildings they have in use 
for that purpo,'ie, and for the present Coun
cillor Boyce be authorized to get a tempor
ary place for a lock up." 

The jail was built and stood for many 
years on Steuart Avenue where the tele
phone exchange building now stands. AS( 
far as we know, it had little use. From t~e 
April, 1929, issue of the He~ll:ld c~~es,~hIs 
item of interest about the MmIOta JaIl; the 
jail has been cleaned up and renovat~d, in fa~t 
they have painted it and it is no:". m read~
ness for the first visitor. In addItIOn to thIS 
they have appointed a cop so they will be 
well looked after." As the jail was seldom 
occupied it was deemed advisable. to put it. 
to better use so it was then made mto a ba
chelor's home of which JOhIUlY Cameron, 
Jack Sandel and Charlie Banning were the oc
cupants. Around the mid thirties itwasburn
ed to the ground. 

John Parker was the town's first constable 
and in 1907 someone was fined $2.00 by 
Magistrate Geo. Mellor for shooting a goose. 
In 1909 there was a heavy docket when County 
Court sat. Some cases adjourned until June. 
Many were settled out of court. Gilbert R~
wan was magistrate in 1909 and held thIS 
position for many years. 

Judge Mickle presided at County Court in 
1910. No information is available for the 
next ten years, but we do know that many 
court cases were held in the town. About 
1920 Basil Revely was appointed town con
stable and held this position until he left 
town. 

In the early thirties an increase of break
ins in this municipality and throughout t.he 
province caused much concern, and .the VI~
lage appointed a night watchman. ThIS POSI
tion was ably held by Peter McPherson and 
during his term, in co-operation with the 
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Royal Canadian Mounted P·olice, this condi
tion was brought under control. 

Mr. McPherson held this position until 
moving to Winnipeg in 1941. Since that time 
all police duties have been carried out by 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

N atllral Gas 

In 1956 work was begun on the construction 
of the TransCanada 34 inch gas line which 
passes half a mile north of Miniota. Work 
progressed all winter in burying two 36 inch 
pipes four feet below the river bed ofthe As
siniboine River. In the summer of 1957 
crews worked east and west oftown complet
ing the line that same year. 

In October of 1956 a representative of 
Inter-City Gas talked with J. W. Horner re 
the possibility of serving Miniota with na
tural gas. In MarcJ;! of 1957 a survey was 
made of the residents to find out who were 
interested and how many would use it. 

In September of 1958 the Municipal Coun
cil voted by resolution to award franchise to 
Inter-City Gas. The system was constructed 
in the summer of 1959 and by September of 
that year gas was made available to the first 
customers. These numbered 51 and this has 
increased to about 90 at the present time. Chas 
McKean was the service man for several 
years. Since his transfer to another area we 
have been served by a man from Hamiota. 

Transfers 

Until 1930 railways held a monopoly on all 
freight and express shipments in our area. 

In 1937 Wilbur Marshall received a fran
cise to serve Manson, Willen, Miniota and 
Arrow River from these points to Winnipeg. 
It was a weekly service so did not do a big 
bu,siness. In 1938 Mr. Marshall sold out to 
Herb Gardiner of Two Creeks who extend
ed the Franchise to include Two Creeks 
and Harmsworth, omitting Manson and Wil
len. 

Mr. Gardiner started with a one ton truck 
but soon acquired larger equipment. In a few 
years he was handling a large volume of bus
iness, most of the outgoing freight being 
stock. The incoming freight might be any-

thing from combines to groceries. It wasn't 
always po"sible to run a truck during the 
winter months as roads at that time were 
often impassable. 

In 1948 Mr. Gardiner sold out to Wes. 
Robinson of Two Creeks who moved to 
Miniota where he made his headquarters. 
Mr. Robinson operated the bU'iness until 
1955 when Francis Sparks who had been in 
his employ bought the business from him. 
In 1960 Mr. Sparks sold the business to J. J. 
Morton and Sons. They were in operation 
until 1963 when they sold to the present 
owner, William Gilchrist. 

Sewers 

Ever since the country was settled people 
have always strived to improve their living 
conditions. Prior to the First World War 
some of the newer homes installed plumb
ing but it was not until after World War II 
that it became popular. With the coming 
of Hydro which made it possible to have an 
automatic water system, plumbing became 
quite feasible in both the town and country. 

The first septic tanks were buried below 
the frost line. These worked quite well but 
were expensive to install. 

Following World War II a great many house
holds in Miniota and district installed plumb
ing. The septic tanks worked fine in summer 
but unless well maintained and covered were 
very vulnerable to freezing in winter. 

In 1964 it was decided to try for a sewage 
disposal system for the town and a vote was 
held which carried. Approval was obtained 
from the public utilities board. The contract 
for construction of the lagoon and laying of 
mains was given to Quinn construction of 
Winnipeg. It was completed in 1965 and at 
present is serving most of the home and 
businesses in Miniota. 

Disasters 

Many disasters have befallen Miniota and 
the surrounding areas through the years. On 
May 7th 1912 a terrific gale, the worst of its 
kind to be witnessed for a long time, struck 
the area. The worst of the storm passed 
over Beulah, when the newly erected rink 
was blown down. In Miniota a metal culvert 
of rather large dimension traversed the dis-



Fire of 1915 

tance between the Municipal Hall and water 
tank in the shortest possible time. A gaso
line warehouse belonging to one of the ele
vators was seen bouncing across South Rail
way Avenue and last but not least, the crib
bing was blown out of the new town well. 

From those who lived in the village in 
1915 when fire destroyed much of the Main 
Street, have come descriptions of damage 
caused by this disaster which struck in the 
night. Old snapshots show the smouldering 
ruins the following morning. The fire start
ed in Biggs and Hamilton Carpenter Shop. 
Nearly a dozen business places were wiped 
out. A cement fire wall at Dr. Chalmer's 
drug store stopped the spread of the flames. 
On hearing of the fire, farmers hurried into 
town with water tanks and a team of horses 
was used to haul away the burning front of 
Conway's Harness Shop. Only four buildings, 
among them Turner; s Hotel, lining the street 
opposite the station, were left standing. 
Burned were Conway's Harness, Forsyth's 
Store, Spencer's Butcher Shop, Ayer's Bar
ber Shop, the Pool Room, Clark's Jewellery 
and Byer's Clothing Store. 

A terrific cyclone, whiCh lasted about an 
hour, swept in from the west on the night 
of September 2nd, 1915. The force of the 
storm was felt in the northwest part of the 

district, where it unleashed its fury in the 
neighborhood of the Minnewasta bridge. The 
passenger train had passed safely over the 
bridge, but the night watchman was unable 
to warn the approaching freight train of the 
impending danger. The bridge had collapsed 
and the train went into the ravine. The fire
m:ill was killed, as were a number of cattle. 
The remaining cattle were roaming around 
the valley the following day. On the H. 
Gibbon farm, men who were sleeping in a 
tent (which took off over the trees) were 
left to crawl to shelter in their night at
tire. 

A storage shed belonging to W. Williams 
was blown away, and a barrel of fuel, which 
was kept inside was buried in a field some 
distance away. On looking around the next 
morning some freak sights were to be seen. 
Sheaves were hanging on telephone wires 
and cars were found on top of buildings, rail
way cars etc. Much of the harvesting had 
been done, and in spite of the cyclone 
a record crop was harvested that year. 

The Dominion Day hail storm in 1934 
was very disastrous. Again on July 1, 1935 
a bad storm swept over the district. Tor
rential rains and cyclonic winds spread 
havoc and left uprooted trees, wrecked 
buildings, telephone and telegraph poles, 
broken windows, etc. Some buildings were 
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badly twisted and in one case a garage 
was lifted clear of the fence and carried 
nearly one hundred feet away. Fortunately 
the hail' did no material damage to the field 
and garden crops. This was followed by the 
wettest July on record and as a result most 
of the wheat was so badly rusted it was not 
worth harvesting and many fields were burn~ 
ed to get rid of the straw . 

. On June 16, 1953, a severe tornado came 
from the west. Originating inSaskatchewan it 
came due east, picking up the house of Andy 
Jewell who was hard pressed to hold onto 
some bushes in the yard. It continued past 
Harry Castles and into the valley passing 
just north of Frank Turner's and up the 
hill again to the farms of Chas. and Chris 
Ellerington and John Wiens. Here it de
molished two large barns, pig pens and 
outbuildings. It then continued on to R. E. 
Cleggs where it demolished an implement 
shed. It went on east but seemed to lose some 
of its force and caused very little further 
damage. 

Floods 
Farming in the Assiniboine Valley has al

ways presented some problems. Perhaps the 
Hail Storm July 1, 1934 

-" 
Flash Flood near J. Cook's farm . 
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common of these was flooding. We read 
in earlier histories in this book where the 
stearn boats corning up the river didn't al
ways follow the river bed as the valley was 
flooded from bank to bank. From what early 
residents tell us the highest flood within 
memory occurred in 1882. 

The next twenty years were fairly flood 
free but high floods again carne in 1902 
and 1903. After this there were no high 
floods until 1922, followed by a very high 
flood in 1923. I, Allan Armitage can remember 
these floods quite well as my dad used to 
cro"s the valley at Mitchell's Bridge by row 
boat and used to ferry passengers at times. 
Floods, during those years did not do nearly 
as much harm as most of the flood land was 
unbroken and after the waters receded there 
were excellent crops of wild hay. With the 
corning of the drought in the thirties some of 
the hay land was broken up and produced some 
crop even in the driest years. With the use 
of tractors this land was all broken and pro
duced good crops during the war years. 

But disaster struck again in 1947 when 
following heavy rains throughout the water 
shed the river over ran its banks drowning 
a beautiful growing crop and isolating live
stock which were being pastured in some of 
the river bends. I recall quite vividly when 
with the help of neighbors we tried to catch 
Frank Turner's sheep in water over our 
knees so that we might transport them by 
boat to dry land. I remember that this ad
venture was named" Operation 'Ram." Again 
in 1948 we had a high flood. As a result 
we lost two crops when prices were so good 
following the war. 

We had minor floods in the following years 
and it seemed as though they were becoming 
an annual occurence. When heavy rainfall 
fell in mid-June 1954 we thought it was time 
to take action. We formed ourselves into what 
became known as the Glenlochar Flood Con
trol Group with Armitages, Curries, Eller
ingtons, Frank Turner and Leonard Draper 
being the members. We hired a bulldozer 
and commenced to raise dikes along about 
five miles of riverbank. The news corning 
from up river was not g.ood so we hired 
more equipment and started raising them 
higher. It was on Sunday, June 26th that we 
worked all day but the river was rising 
an inch an hour and at 5 a.m. June 27th 
breaks occurred in several places at once 
and so we were flooded again. Having gone 
this far we pretty well had to keep on so 
that fall we patched up the breaks,again and 
hoped for the best. However-on April 8th, 
1955 after a quick runoff the water again 
topped the dikes. This was a flood to remem
ber as the water remained over the banks 
for 12 weeks not _returning within its banks 
until July. 

At this time we applied for aid toP.F .R.A. 
to help repair the eXisting dikes, and to put 
in culverts with traps onthem. Thisworkwas 
undertaken by them and completed that fall. 

Many of the readers will recall the winter 
of 1955-56. The snow was three feet deep 
on the level. Spring was late, consequently 
when it did corne there was another high 
flood. Again we were unable to sow any crop 
on the flood land. This was three years in 
a row and we were becoming discouraged. 
However we started to raise our dikes again 
and also to press P.F.R .A. for further as-

Assiniboine Riv~!' F!ooded (due to heavy rainfall). 
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sistance. Finally P.F.R.A. who had made 
a thorough survey the year before decided 
to go ahead with the scheme and in a few 
months completed a dike six miles long with 
an average height of 5 feet. This has proved 
adequate to the present time. With the com
pletion of the Shellmouth Dam we feel that our 
flooding problems will be alleviated. 

"Bits and Pieces" 
(Gathered~rom early Miniota Herald) 

1906 - Have you tried the Spasmodic? It 
rings intermittenly like a fire alarm. Come 
in and see these new alarm clocks. - Mani
toba Hardware & Lumber Co. 

1907 - May 18 - was a bucy day for Miniota 
skating, football, baseball and tennis were all 
played the same day. 

1908 - Popular songs were - "BeM.ath the 
Old Shade Tree," and "I'll Come Back when 
Autumn Leaves are Falling." 

1909 - Woodcutting has become a craze; 
nearly everyone you meet owns a gasoline 
engine and a s'aw. 

July, 1909 - Men's linen hats - just the thing' 
for picnics and fair days. - W. L. Hodnett. 

December, 1909 - I have appoInted J. F. 
Tennant aM Co. my representative in Arrow 
River, and will leave a full line of Christmas 
gifts at the store, See you on December 25 -
Santa Claus. 

1910 - Phew? - Two trains a day - more 
like London all the time. Who says our town 
is retrogressive? 

1911 - Ladies waists - come in sizes, 34, 
36, 38 and 40. Prices range from 75~ to 
$3.00. 

July, 1911 - Have you seen our Automatic 
Hand Power Vacuum Cleaner - the greatest 
hOusehold labOr-saving device of the .age?-
Manitoba Hardware. . 

1912 - Miss Rosalind Long, the first grad
uate of the Children's Hospital in Winnipeg, 
received her diploma. 

1913 - A burning toPic of today is the high 
cost of Ii ving. . 

1920 - The price of flour rose to $1.15 
per hundred. A person will need to be a mil
lionaire to live in this country soon. 

1920 - Owing to the high cost of living 
the practice of using old boots at weddings 
is out of date. They are now sent to Hurlins, 
and returned as good as new. W. H. Hurlin -
Shoe Repair. 

January, 1921 - Will the person who is 
helping me burn my wood, kindly make a little 
less noise, as I can't sleep at night. 

Every cloud has a silver lining. Even that old 
suit you bought five years ago has its shiny 
side. 

1922 - Don't blame anyone but yourself if 
yout nights are made miserable. You failed 
to take Tanlac. Sold by Dr. R. K. Chalmers. 

1922 - When a man goes into a grocery 
store to buy some yeast and raisins, it doesn't 
necessarily follow that he is going right home 
to make raisin bread. 

October) 1924 - Mr. J. J. Henderson W3S ad
vIsed' recently that the garden at the C.P.R. 
station had been awarded the prize for the 
best kept and nicest looking garden. 

January, 1924 - The total population of 
Miniota is - adults, 174 and children, 104. 
The number of societies and organizations 
meeting in the town are 37. 

You don't see much when you live in a small 
town, but you make up for that by what you 

. hear. 

1924 - "It's a very real pleasure to tuck 
the children into bed, if you can stay awake 
until the Children come in," says the modern 
parent. 

December, 1924 - The hall was illuminat
ed by electric lights in time for the New 
Year's Eve dance. 

1930 - Three silent policemen were erected 
at dangerous cOrners of the town. 

September, 1934 - Practically all wheat 
has gQne No. 1 Northern. 

1935 - "the modern girl's hair looks lik€ 
~ moP," says a writer. But this doesn't 
&tlier the modern girl. She has never seen 
a rnop. 
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OUR PIONEERS 

Let's drink a toast to our bold pioneers 
Who, with brawn and foresight, through the years, 
Broke sod, built homes, and forged frontiers. 

Theirs was the faith that blazed the trail, 
Braved the elements, frost, droug-ht, and hail, 
Gave hope to succeed. never to fail. 

Here they strove from dawn till dark, 
To the whistle of quail, and song of lark, 
Tho' rewards were oftimes grim and stark. 

Pests, fire and flood came their way, 
But the staunch pioneers were here to stay; 
And they laughed, and sang, and took time to pray. 

At last they conquered this untamed land, 
With its winding rivers and lakes so grand, 
-This bl:ave, courageous, yet humble band. 

Such deeds, performed by women and men, 
Surpass the efforts of quill or pen; 
So give your toast again, -and again! 

- 219--

-0'. Dibb 



FAMILY HISTORIES 

Aikens, Ab. .... . .......................................... 223 
Albright, H.L. . ............................... 223 . 
Allonby Family. . ........................... 223 
_"Jldrew, Charles . . ................. 224 
Andrushuk, T. . 224 
Antcliffe, John ................................. _ ........ : 225 
Argue, Clarence Martin . ........................... 225 
Armitage, H. D. Family ................. _ .......................... 226 
Armstrong, Rev. Gilbert Lawrence ................................. 228 
Armstrong-MacKee Family.... . .................. 229 
Aspinwall, Arthur E. . ........................................... 232 
Attwood, Hector E. .... . ...................... _... 232 
Aylward, Wm. . ............................ _ .. 233 
Ayres, Enos. . . ..................... 233 . 

Babuik, Mrs. Samuel.... . ... _ 233 
Babuik, Ed. . ....................... _... ....... 234 
Bacon, Ellja ....... 234 
Bagshawe, Charles .... 234 

~e~:ri~ ............................... _.. . ....... :::: ~~~ 
Barrett, William A. . .......... 235 
Barrett W. C ............ _............ . ..... 236 
Barrett; William Edgar . . ...................................... 235 
Baubie, Metro ................... . ........... _... ................................. 236 
Beard, Charles David & Sara Anne ........ . ............. 236 
Beattie, John .. .._ ..... 238 
Beer, James W. ............................ . ........ 239 
Benn'.'tt, Frank ................... 239 
BerwIck, L. W. . . ........ 240 
Berwick, W. D. .... ........................... 240 
Bieber, Philip .................. ..................................... 241 
Birch, Samuel Wm. . . ................................ 241 
Bird, Arthur Durham . . . ................................. 241 
Bissett Family..................... ............. . .............................. 242 
Bjornson, Dr. Sveinn Eriksson. . ........ 242 
Black, Matthew McKenzie .... ................................................ 243 
Blaich, Oswald ........... ................... 243 
Blandy, Herbert Alfred . . .............. 2U 
Blelloch, David 245 
Bohm, Frank .... . ... 245 
Bonner, James Wallace ................ 246 
Bonner, Joseph .... . .................... _................ . ...... 247 
Bovar, Thomas ....... . ...... 247 
Bowles, Ernest William .. _ ..... 247 
Bowles, Fred .. . ... 248 
Boyce, Charles .............................. . .. 249 
Boyce, James .............. . .. 249 
Bradford, Arnold M. .... . .. 250 
Brown, David ................. . .............. 252 
Bruce, George Sr ...... _... . ......... 253 
Bruce, George Frederick ........... 253 
Bruce, Herman ..... _... . ............ _ 253 
Bryant, Charles Richard. . ................................... ~55 
Bryant, Leonard .............. . . ............................ 256 
Bryant Leslie George .................... . ... 256 
Bryant; Paul and Elizabeth . . ..................... _ ....... 253 
Bryant, Reg C. ..... . ......................... : .... 255 
Bryant, Silas Charles ......... 254 
Bryant, Walter John. . .. _ ..... lI57 
Burr, Peter William ..... .............................. . ............. _ ..... 257 

Cameron, Peter ................................... 258 
Campbell, David John. . ..................... _ ........ 25? 
Carnegie, Ernest ............... 259 
Carnegie Jim ................. 2!\2 
Caskey, Rev. A. D. . . ............ _ ........ 262 
Castle, Harry ...................... . ................................. :,162 
Chalmers, Dr. Robert Kennedy...... . .. _ .............. 262 
Chapman, Amott ............................................. .._ ........... 264 
Clarke, Herbert . . ........................ _ ................. : ......... 265 
Clarke, John W. ....... .............................. . ............................... 266 
Clegg, R. E. & Son ...... ._ ............................. 267 
Clyde, A. D. ......................... .......... 267 
Colby. George Edward ....................... _ .... _ .................................... 270 

Cole, George Sr. 
Collier, Walter John 
Collingwood, Robert .... . 
Conover John .................................... . 
Conway; Thomas Family. 
Cook, Jack 
Cooper, Bert . 
Cooper, James 
CoPl\IJld. '\'homas Cook . 
Corkhill, W. H. . ................................ . 
Corley, Charles 

. Cornish, George . 
Coultry, Bert .......... 
Cowl\ll, William 

.................. 270 
272 
272 

................................. 272 
. .................. 273 

.............. 273 
.................... 275 

275 
... 275 

276 
276 

....... 276 
.. .... 277 

277 
277 Cox, Douglas and Leslie 

Craig, Angus Family. 
Craig, Ch4rles ... 

......................... _ ..................... 277 

Crl1J!dall Dr. Bryan ....... . 
Currie, Brodie ............... .. 
Curry, I.,uther .. 
Curry, ¥a,urice ................ _ ........ .. 
Cqrrie, Roy ..... .. 
Cusack, Henry . 
Cusack, Sam . 

Dahlgren, Dwight Family . 
Dales, Sheldon Walter ..... 
Dart, William Herbert 
Dawley, Charles ......... . 
Deans, David. 
Deans, Thomas .. 
!)esmond, J Qlm .... 
)Ibblee, George . 
Dickie, John .............. . 
Dixon, Rev. Earl S. . ... . 
Dixon, samuel G ...... _ ............... _ ..... . 
Dorward Conway Alexander 
Dorward; William Larnach .... 
Dougla.s, Donald 
Dowell, H. G ... . 
Draper, L .................................................... . 
Dumbrell, William Herbert . 
Dyck, Dave ..... 
Dyck, John .. 

~land Harry Frith ......... . 
Ellerington, Charles W .. 
Ellerington, Christopher Sr. 
Ellerington, Chris ............... . 
Ellerington, Thomas Charles 
~liott, George ...... . 
Elliott, James M. 
Elliott, James ....................... . 
Elliott, James (So)1ny) 
Elliott Janet (Jes{rle) Tait ... 
Elliott: William .................... . 
Erskine, John .................. . 

................... 278 

.................. 278 
281 
279 
282 
281 
282 

.................... 283 

.................. 284 
................ 284 

284 
... 285 
.. 285 

...... 286 
..... 286 
...... 287 

................. 287 
............................................. 288 

.................... 288 
................................. 289 

................... 289 
.......................... 289 

..................... 290 
..................... 290 
................. 291 

291 
......... 291 

291 
.. 294 

.......... 292 
293 
294 
299 
298 
294 

.. ........... 298 

Evans James Lloyd 
Evans; J~h L. .. ................................._ ... 
Evans, WUliam and James ...... . 

299 
295 
299 
299 
300 
300 
301 Ewing, James ................. . 

Ferguson. John ..... _ .. . 
Ferg"UllOn, Ross ........... -
Fletn.in$", Clare .......... . 
Flemlpg, Hlst<>ry ........ . 
Fleming, John ..... . 
Fo.rsyth, Family ... . 
F<;tIilter, John .............. . 
Franklin, Fred .... . 
F'ra.ser, Family 
riaaer, Dr. Jolm Henry .. 

Gardham, Frank Sr. 
Gardham, Frank Jr. 

301 
301 

............... 306 
. .... 302. 
. .. 304 

306 
.. ......... 307. 
.. .......... 307 

.. ..... 307 
.. 308 

................ 308 
........... 310 

-2~-



Gardham, Harry Bateman ... 
Gerrand, Arthur 
Gerrand, David 
Gertz, Emil 
Gibbings, Harvey W .. 
Gibbon. Hugh. 
Gibbon, William 
Gilchrist. David Family .. 
Gilchrist, Larry 
Gilchrist. William .... 
Gooden, Frank W. 
Goodman, Bert 
Goodwin Charles Sr ................. . 
Goodwin: Charles Martin 
Graham, James .... 
Grant, George Thompson . 
Grant, William John. 

Hedison, Kathleen Mary 
Greenfield. James 
Grey. W. T. 
Griffiths, S. A .. 
Groat, John .......................................... . 
Groves, Albert and Phoebe 
Gunn, Cecil . 
Gurr, Albert E. 
Gurr, Amos ..... 

309 
311 
310 
312 

........ 312 
313 
313 

...... 314 
315 
315 
316 
316 
317 

...... 317 
318 
318 
318 

319 
319 

................. 319 
320 
320 

........ 320 
..... 320 

322 

Hadden, Gordon 323 
Haines. P. 323 
Hall, George ...... ~~! 
Ham, Samuel ..... . 
Handley, William ......................... . 324 
Hanlin, Alexander Munro . .. .............. 324 
Hanlin, John M. 325 
Harrower, J. D. .. ......... 326 
Hawes, Robert ........................................... 326 
Hemming, Thomas Percival. .. ~~~ 
Henderson J. J .................. .. 
Hill, Archibald Charles 330 
Hill.Sunley Clan, The 331 
Hill, D .. J. ...... m 
Hoar, G·

H
............ 332 

Hobson, .................................................................................................... . 
Hodgins, Charles ...... 332 
Hodnett, Allan Sinclair ~~~ 
~=:U' ~. Si,. .... . .............. 333 
Homer,' Joseph William 333 
Homer, Thomas Leslie ..... 334 
House, Ernest 334 
Howard, Whitfield 336 
Howard, William Family . 334 
Hunkin, Glen ....... . .. ... ~~+ 
Hunkin, L. M. .. .. 
~~~:.. ~amilY ............. m 
nes, Percy....... 340 
Ironsides, James .................. 341 
Irwin, Robert Aubrey 341 
Isles, William 341 

Jackson, James 342 
Jarvis, Thomas H. 342 
Jarvis, William E. .. ............ 342 
Johnson, Clarence 342 
Johnson, Harry 342 
Johnson, Morgan... .. ...... 343 
Johnston, J. F. M. .. ... 343 
Jolley, Albert .......... . 341 

Kaszuba, Family 345 
Kelly, Mrs. Duncan 345 
Kerr, Archlbald .... .. ........... 346 
Kidd, Robert ..... .. ........ 347 
Kingdon, Harvey..... 349 
Kirkland, H. S. . 350 
Kirton, W. Hewitt 350 
Knowles, John. 352 

Lancaster, Tom ................................................ .. ....... 353 
Leary, Frank Sr., Mr. and Mrs. ... . ....... 354 
Leary, F. Jr. .... 354 

Lelond, Albert, Mr. and Mrs .. 
Lelond, Douglas . 
Lelond, Frank. 
Lelond, Gordon 

........................ 363 
.......... 360 
......... 362 

361 
Lelond, Homer ................ : ...... ~ ..... : ................................................ . 
Lelond, Jed (Jeremiah 
Lelond, Jeremiah 

364 
359 
355 

Lelond Jeremiah Thomas 
Lelond: Les .... 
Lelond, John James 
Lelond, John William 
Lelond, Louis . 
Lelond, Norman 
Lelond, Roy and Wes ... 
Lelond, Russell 
Lelond, Vern 
Lelond Wilfrid Fleming . 
Lelond: William Sr. 
Lelond, Wm. M. 
Lemieux, Omar . 
Lindsay, Family ............................ .. 
Littlejohn, Thomas Monroe 
Lockhart, N. E. 
Lockhart, Vernon 
Long, Thomas George ... . 
Long. William Gordon .. .. 
Lynch, Augustus .... 
Lynch, Sarah Rowena ..... 
Lynch, J. T. and J. R. 

MacDonalds, The . 
Mackie, William ... 

364 
. .......... 362 

358 
357 
357 
367 

........... 365 
366 
366 

. ................. 361 
356 
361 
367 
367 
370 
370 
371 
372 

.. .................. 373 
.. ............ 375 

376 
376 

....... 378 
381 

MacPherson, Peter .............................................................................. . 383 
............. 381 

.......... 384 
MacPherson, Mrs. J. 
Marrs, Stanley . 
Marvin Thomas Edwin ......... 
Marvin: Reginald, John .. 
Mather. A. and L. 
Maw G ......................... . 
Maxfield, Family 
McDonald, Charlotte Lavina ......... 
McGavin, William 
McGibbon, John·son .......... . 
McGillvray, John .......... . 
McKay, George .. . 
McKean, Alexander and David .... 
McKenzie Donald 
McKenzie: Jock 
McKenzie, Milburn ... 
McKenzie, Wes. 
McK~nzie, W. J .......... . 
McKmnon, Angus .... . 
McKinnon, Jack 
McKinnon, John 
McLeod, John 
McNab, Ewen ...................................... .. 
McPhail, John and Norman 
Medley, G. 
Mellor, George Edward 
Messel. N. James ..... 
Meyrick, Hubert A. 
Middleton, J. H. ......... . 
Miller, Wm. 
Milne. James. 
Mitchell, J. S .. 
Mitchell, James ..... 
Mitchell, James Waugh 
Mitchell, John Robert .. 
Mitchell, Robert Grey .................... .. 
Mitchell, William Waugh ... . 
Morrow, Jack .............................................. . 
Morrow, Wm., Mr. and Mrs ... .. 
Morton. James John 
Morton, William 
Mossman, A ................................................ . 
Mossop Wm. G. and Family. 
Murphy, J. and McKinney, J. 
Muttart, V ................................... . 
Nankivell. Edwin John 
Nankivell, William Edwin 

Nash. Ralph. 
Norrie, John 

........ 384 
..... 385 

386 
386 
386 
387 
387 
387 
387 
388 

......... 388 
389 
391 

.... 392 
391 
391 

....... 392 
392 
392 
393 
393 
394 
394 
394 
394 
395 

....... 397 
397 

.... 398 
.... 398 

399 
402 

......... 405 
407 

.. 404 
......... 408 
.. ........ 407 

408 
408 
409 

.409 
.. ... 410 
. ...... 410 

410 
411 

412 
412 

- 221 -



O'Callaghan, Jeremiah 
Oliver, R M .... 
Ollver, Lloyd 
Outram. Jack 

U3 
414 
415 
415 

Palmer, William 416 
Payne, Francis and William.. 416 
Peel, Charlie and Family... 418 
Peel, George .................................. 418 
Peel, R, Mr. and Mrs. ... 417 
Peel, W., Mr. and Mrs. 417 
Penelton, John .................................... 419 
Penelton, Robert Alexander 419 
Penelton, William John.. 419 
Peterson Eric 419 
Pierce, Robert 420 
Poppel, Joe 420 
Powell, John. 420 
Powell, Martin John ......... 421 
Powers. Herbert Manly 422 
Prentiss, William Bissett 422 
Proctor, . Family ........................................................................... 422 

Reeves, Frank 
Reeves, Fred ....................... . 
Reid, Ernest Harvey .. 
Rennie, Gordon .......... , ... . 
Reveley, Basil .......................................... . 
Reynolds, Edward Lawrence 
Reynolds Family, The 
Reynolds, James Leslie .. 
Reynolds, Rev. Thomas. 
Richardson, Ab. . ......... . 
Richardson Arthur 
Richardson: Howal'd 
Richardson, William 
Robinson, Ella, Miss 
Robinson, Nicholas 
Robinson, Wes. Family 
Ross. \Yilliam 
Rowan. David 
Rowan, ·Dayid John 
Rowan, Franklin James 
Rowan. Gilbert 
Rowan, J. E. (Ted) 
Rowan. John Robert Sr. 
Rowan Robert Neil 
Rowan: Robert E. 
Rowan. ""illiam B. 
Russel's. The 
Russell. Dayid 
Rutledge. Keith 

422 
423 
423 
424 
424 
428 
425 
428 
429 
429 
430 
430 
431 
431 
431 
432 
432 
432 
433 
435 
435 
433 
438 
433 
43. 
434 
439 
440 
442 

Sandell, John 442 
Sang, Robert Fisher ... ...... 442 
Sararas, GeOl'&'e Alexander 443 
Sararas, Isaac ...... 442 
Schofield, A. (Berti 443 
Scow, Elsie 444 
Shaw, Duncan ....... 448 
Shoemaker, Jack 448 
Shunk, Asa 448 
Sldey, Mr. 448 
Sinclair, Edward ...... 448 
Smith, C. A, R. D. 449 
Smithard, J. H. ... 449 
Sommers, H. ......... . .................. 449 
Spain, Mrs, Captain . 449 
Spalding, Alexander ............................ 449 
Spalding, John and Family.... 450 
Spencer, Albert Sr. ...................... 451 
Spencer, Albert Jr. , .. , , ...... ,., .... , ............. , .. , .... , ................. 452 
Spencer, Herbert 4ti1 
Stanton, John 453 
Steuart, Family 453 
Steuart, J. H. Jr. , . , ..... ,.,., , ....... , ............. , ...... , ....... , 459 
Stewart, David L. 460 
Stewart, Thos. H. .,........................ 459 
Still, James, Mr. and Mrs. .... , ................... , ..... , ..... , ................ 460 
Still, Thomas James ........ , .... , 461 

Stoward, Roland and Robert . 
Stowe Edwin John 
Stowe: Henry (Harry) 
Stowe, John ... 
Stowe, George Randall , 
Strachan, Family 
Stromness, J. 

463 
466 
467 
464 
464 
467 
468 

Struthers, Allan Parker. 
Stubbins, Thoma, 
Sunley, Ernest .. 

.. , .. ,....... ... " ....... , ........ 468 
470 
472 

Sunley, John , ........ , ..... ,., .................... 470 
Sukie Alec 
Sutherland, John Duncan 
Sutherland, John Guthrie and Donald 
Sutherland, William T. 

473 
477 
473 
476 

Taylor, Mrs. John (Sarah) 477 
Taylor, John James 479 
Taylor, Robert Stuart 480 
Taylor, Samuel D. 478 
Taylor, Thomas 478 
Taylor, William John 479 
Teal, Fred ' 480 
Tennant, John Fleming ....... , ... ,... 483 
Tennant, William and Jean 481 
Tennant, William Jr. 484 
Thomas, Sidney David 486 
Thompson, Charlie 486 
Thompson, Ted ..... , .................. , .... ,., 487 
Thompson, William Allen, 487 
Thompson, William John 487 
Topps, Thomas ..... , .... , ..................... , ...................................................... 487 
Torrance, George W. .., ... , .. , ....... , 488 
Townson, Frederick James 489 
Trout, William John 490 
Turner, Gordon 491 
Turner, Harry 492 
Turner, John 492 
Tyler, Frank R "., ..... , .. ,. , ............. , ........................... ,........................ 492 
Tyndall, Fred , ................ , ......... , ........... , ........................ , , ................. 493 

Waddingham, Charles 493 
Wadham, Edwin, Mr. and Mrs. 493 
Waldie, William, 494 
Walker, James L. 495 
Walker, Lawrence William 495 
Walker, Lily 494 
Walker, William 495 
Wallace, Bruce ,.,. 495 
Wallace, Sam .. , 498 
Wallace, W. P ....... ,., .... ,...................... 497 
Warren, James Wellington. . ........... , ................... 498 
Warren, John Nixon ,........ 498 
Warren, Percy Salter ... . .............. ,. 499 
Watters, Dennis 499 
Watters, Francis 500 
Watters, Patrick 499 
Watts, Charles James Percy & Family ................ ,' 500 
Webster, Jake .................................................................................... 502 
Wheatland, Thomas Headly ,.. 502 
Wheeler, Dr, Richard, . 503 
Whitney, Family , 503 
Wiens, John Alfred 505 
Wiggins, James 505 
Wiggins, John 506 
Wiggins, Lloyd 507 
Williams Cecil 508 
Williams: William, 508 
Wilson, H. ' ...... , ............................. 508 
Wilson, Matthew 510 
Wismer, William .... 511 
Wolfe, James and Richard Freeman, 511 
Woods, E. H., Mr, and Mrs ..................... , ............................. 511 
Woods, W, P" Mr, and Mrs. ... 512 
Wotton, Rev. J, T, ......................... 512 
Wright, Hiram 513 
Wythe, Cecil E. 513 

YarwoOd, William 
Yeaman, Jame" , 

513 
513 



AB AIKENS 

Ab Aikens was the third blacksmith in the 
Arrow River district, having a shop on the 
south side of the C.P.R. track, west of the 
Arrow River road, on the McKenzie land. 

Ab was a native of Clifford, Ontario, hav
ing married Margaret, Donald McKenzie's 
only sister. Their family, Rose, Edward, 
Harvey, William and Alberta, were all born 
in Ontario, some atiending school in Arrow 
River. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aikens owned the house pre
sently occupied by Mr. Turner and this house 
was moved from near Nels Lockhart's to its 
pre sent site. It was moved by a method called 
"hand spking." The house was put on planks 
and rollers .and pushed with hand spikes. 
Mrs. Aikens who operated a boarding house, 
did not have to leave the house while it was 
being moved. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Aikens loved music and 
it was in this home that Edna Stevenson 
taught music. About 1907 the Aikens moved to 
Birtle where Ab took up blacksmithing again, 
in the employ of Jack Roseborough. Music 
was still Ab's hobby as he played the coronet 
in the brass band, which was in great demand 
on sports days. The family left Birtle after 
some years, all finding employment in Win
nipeg. 

H. L. ALBRIGHT 
by Mrs. H. L. Albright 

My husband was born in New Brunswick, 
and took his early training in Fredericton. 
In 1911 he came to Manitoba and complet
ed his education here, following which he 
taught in Kelwood, Cypress River, Manitou 
and Hamiota. 

In 1927 H. L. came to Miniota as District 
Supervisor. Our family, one daughter and 
three sons, were small when we were there, 
and kept me so busy that I did not go out ve
ry much. We were in Miniota only two years, 
but did enjoy our stay there. How well I 
remember going to Mr. Lindsay's farm; the 
flowers and pea-cocks were wonderful. I 
enjoyed it when my husband would come 
home and ask me to drive a ball team to 
anothet town. The roads were all gravelled 
and it was so easy to drive. The larger 

group of trustees at Miniota made it pos
sible to meet so many more people than we 
did when there were only three trustees 
serving a school. 

In 1929 we went to Dauphin, where H. L. 
was the Roblin District Inspector until 1937. 
In that year we went to Emerson, where my 
husband worked until he retired in 1953, due 
to ill health. He died in 1955. 

My daughter and sons are all married, 
and after living alone for several years, I 
moved into Winnipeg in 1964. 

During the years I have met so many people 
from Miniota, and it has made life so much 
more interesting. A "Miss Jolley," whose 
home was there, lives next door to me. And 
when I first arrived, Mrs. Knight (Irene 
Chapman, who lived for a number of years 
at Miniota), called on me with the "welcome 
wagon." It is a small world, isn't it? 

ALLONBY P,AMIL Y 

Mr. Allonby, his wife, four sons and three 
daughters, were early pioneers of the Arrow 
River district. They came from England about 
1887, where Mr. Allonby had been a very 
capable blacksmith. 

After Mrs. Allonby's death, Mr. Allonby 
and two sons, Joseph and John Robert, struck 
out for the Klondyke (1898). Eventually they 
returned without the elusive pot of gold so 
alluring at that time. 

Heslip farmed for a time in the Arrow 
River distrlct, then went to Edmonton, where 
he lived a hermit's life. Joseph andJ.Robert 
gradually drifted and lost contact with Arrow 
River. Mr. Allonby passed away about 1906. 
Margaret, the oldest daughter, went to the 
United States, married and returned oc
casionally for brief visits. Elizabeth married 
Eli Sararas and passed away while still a 
young woman. 

Walker lived on the Allonby farm which is 
presently owned bY Vernon Lockhart. Here, 
with his sister Bertha, they gardened, grow
ing vegetables and fruits and berriEl"s, some 
of which made very good wine. Walker and 
Heslip played on the first football team in 
Arrow River. Walker had many talents, he 
was an enthusiastic sport; he liked to fish 
and he developed pictures in his own home. 
He played the organ and violin, was a nice 
singer and an ardent skater. He taught many 
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of the younger people of Arrow River how to 
skate. 

The Allonbys were interested in creating. 
They made a carpet machine and used toweave 
mats. They also had a spinning wheel and 
carding machine, and tried to make yarn 
without much success. 

In later years, Bertha and Walker moved 
into a home in Arrow River. As both of 
them grew older, Bertha became almost 
blind. Walker, ktnd soul that he certainly 
was, accompanied his. sister to Winnipeg, 
where they both remamed in a senior citi
zens' home in St. Boniface, until they passed 
away a few years ago. 

CHARLES ANDREW 

by Mrs. J. McKinnon 

Charles Andrew came from North Wales 
to Canada in the late 1890s. He made this trip 
alone at the age of eleven years to join his 
father Charles and a brother Robert, who 
were already in Canada. 

His first job was herding cattle in the 
valley for Mr. William Elliott on the farm now 
owned by Les. Currie. He saw no one except 
Mr. Elliott, who came once a week to bring 
him food. He tried several occupations, 
two of these being driving the stage from Bir
tle to Miniota, and serving as an apprentice 
in the C.P.R. station, but his health could 
not stand the inside work. He took up farm
ing in 1907, first on the S.E. 21-13-26. 

His marriage in 1908 to Miss Mary Key
worth was the first wedding to be held in 
Holy Trinity Church at its present location. 

In 1912 he moved to S.E. 29-13-26, where 
he farmed until the time of his death. Mrs. 
Andrew then went to Sidney, B.C., where 
she still resides. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew had three daughters; 
Connie - Mrs. J. McKinnon.9f Miniota; 
Nellie - Mrs. Wes. Heaman of Virden and 
Alice - Mrs. Ellwood Lints of Decker. 

T. ANDRUSHUK 

Thomas Andrushuk was born in Arna:s, 
Man./ on Septe'mber 14, 1919. When he was 
six years old the family moved to a farm 
SOUfh of Portage la Prairie. Thomas went to 

a country school named Seafort to which it 
was 3 1/2 miles to walk. He worked on his 
father's farm in summer, and owned and 
operated a commercial fishing outfit for six 
winters on Lake Manitoba at Delta Beach. 
Later he operated a garage at Haywood, 
Manitoba, and was one of the first electric 
and acetylene welders in that town. 

In the fall of 1946 he married Rose Vail
lant, second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. 
Vaillant, who was born and went to school 
in Haywood District at a country school 
called St. Jean. The first winter was spent 
fishing on Lake Manitoba. 

In the spring of 1947 we started electri
cal wiring with Amalgamated Engineering 
CO. OIJr home for the next three years was 
a house- trailer. 

Our first daughter, Betty Ann, was born at 
Miami. _ Manitoba on Julv 16.. 1947 She at

tended MiniotaSchoolfrom grades I to XII, and 
IS now working in the Royal Bank at Rapid 
City, Man. 

In the spring of 1948 we started our own 
electrical wiring business, which was called 
Rural Electric. Districts that we wired 
were Alexander, Hamiota, McConnell, Deck
er, Birtle and Redvers, Sask. We then mov
ed to Miniota district, still wiring, and 
bought International Harvester Co. deal
ership, and operated both businesses for 
a few years. Then Mr. Joe Poppel took 
over the electric business, and we car
ried on with International Harvester deal
ership. 

'Our second daughter, Carol Marie, was 
torn on August 15, 1952, at Hamiota 'Dis
trict Hospital; our third daughter, Pauline 
Mary, was born July 1, 1956 and our son, 
Gerald John, on June 8, 1960, both at Ha
miota District Hospital. 

In 1965 we bought the Miniota creamery, 
converting it into a concrete factory called 
Miniota Block and Tile Ltd., still carrying 
on with International Harvester Co. agency. 

Thomas' interests are fishing, hunting, 
snow planing and especially manufacturing his 
own machines. 
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JOHN ANTCLIFFE 

by son, Charles Antcliffe 

MYJather, John Antcliffe, was born at Novar, 
Ontario, in 1870. He worked for Jim Elliott 
at Arrow River when he came to Manitoba 
and homesteaded a quarter section 12-14-26, 
just north of Arrow River a short distance, 
about the year 1889. It was named Long 
View Farm. 

He was married to Mary Craig on Jan
uary 27, 1891, by the Rev. John McArthur. 
Mary Craig was the eldest daughter of John 
Craig, late of Minto, Ontario. Mary Craig 
was born at Innesville, Wellington County 
Ontario, in 1864. There were one son and 
two da~ghters, Charles born January 23, 
1892, Llly May born December 15, 1893 and 
Levina Rose born July 14, 1895. Mrs. Ant
cliffe died December 25, 1899. Mr. Antcliffe 
died June 14, 1905. 

L.ily May married Charles Allan and now 
lives in Victoria, B.C. Levina Rose mar
ned Arthur Tompkin and lives at Eriksdale 
Manitoba, Charles Antcliffe homesteaded i~ 
the HodgeviUe district of Saskatchewan, in 
1909. Before that he lived with the late 
William Lelond Sr., (1906-08), in the old 
stone ~ouse. I enlistep in the Canadian 
Army III the spring of 1915, served until 
1~19, then returned to homestead. I mar
rIed overseas in 1917. In 1929 I moved to 
a farm in Wadena, Sask., district In 1941 
enlisted in Canadian army served 'until the 
end of 1944 and returned to farm. In 1958 
I retired to live in the town of Wadena. ' 

There were six daughters and one son of 
my marriage, all married. Frances (Mrs 
E. Oliver), Flin Flon, Man., has two daugh: 
ters. Jean (Mrs. P. Stenbeck) Kylemore 
Sask., has four sons and seve~ daughter~. 
Dorothy (Mrs. A. Wa~ker), Choiceland, Sask., 
~as. rhree sons and three daughters. Mar
JOrIe (Mrs. J. Brow'!), Milden. Sask .. has one 
daughter and two sons, John, of Kuroki, :)ask., 
nas ol1e son. Lois, (Mrs. S. Verstraete) 
Red Deer, Alta., has one son and one daugh~ 
ter. _ Eileen (Mrs. W. Besler), McTaggart, 
Sask., has one son and one daughter. Five 
of the granddaughters are married and there 
are seven great grandchildren. 

CLARENCE MARTIN ARGUE 

by Mrs. C. Argue 

My husb.and, Cl.arence Martin (Coke) Argue, 
was born III HamlOta Hospital in 1925, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Argue, of Oak River. 
There are two more sons - James Henry 
married and. Hving on the home farm at 
Oak Rivet; and Norman Alfred, also married, 

and farming at OaKner. 

Mrs. Argue, the former Mrs. Reid, had a 
son and daughter by her previous marriage 
- James Albert, who resides at Oak River 
and Olive Isobel (Mrs. W. J. McKenzie): 
who with her husband and two adopted child
ren, lives in Oakville, Ont. 

Mr. Argue passed away in 1928 and Mrs 
Argue in 1945. . 

"Coke" attended Oak River school and 
helped with grain and livestock farmi~g at 
home. In ~et:veen jobs included working in a 
lumber mlll m B.C., a copper and gold mine 
at Red Lake, Ont., Breen Motors in Brandon 
and the C.P.R. coal docks in Brandon. 

In 1952 Coke and I, Dorothy Irene Eller
ington, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chris. 
Ellerington! .were married in Holy Trinity 
ChurCh, MllllOta. I was born at Miniota and 
attended Glenlochar and Miniota Schools. I 
trained in the local telephone office in 1949 
and went to Oak River as operator for the 
Manitoba Telephone System. 

We spent the first summer in Oak River 
going to Flin Flon for the winter where Coke' 
worked in the Ross Lake curling rink. I 
worked for a few weeks at Christmas time 
in the Co-op Hardware. In the spring of 
1953 we came to Miniota to work for my 
Dad and uncle, and lived on my home farm. 
We went to Oak River for the winter where 
Coke worked at the rink. The next summer 
we rented the land at Miniota and moved 
back to Oak River for the winter. Coke work
ed for Fowlers at Virden. In the fall of 1960 
we bought and moved to the farm once owned 
?y my grandfather. Mr. Christopher Eller
mgton, Sr., and later to John A. Weins. 

We have three children: Danny Martin, 
born on August 3rd, 1953; Dianne "Marie 
born April 26th, 1955 and Olive Ann, bor~ 
October 3rd, 1959. 
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Coke's interests include the rink and com
munity centre, of which he was president for 
two years. 

I am a member of Miniota Women's In
stitute and Holy Trinity W.A. 

H. D. ARMITAGE FAMILY 

In the autumn of 1900, Herb Armitage, 
a city boy, born in Newmarket, Ontario, but 
living and working in Toronwfor some year,s, 

arrived in VIrden. Man.·, on a narvest ex
cursion. He was wearing a christie stiff hat 
and city clothes. As farmers were looking 
for men he was hired by someone from Two 
Creeks, either Jim Crump or Fred Reeves 
and he came out to the farm that night. As 
he had made an agreement to meet a train 
buddy in Virden the next day, he started off 
for that town on foot. Except for the main 
road there were only trails going in every 
direction. He became confused and went 
north instead of south. He crossed the valley 
and arrived at the home of Jas. Mitchell. 
He asked for directions and was told he was 
going the wrong way so started back. He 
walked all afternoon and evening. Itwasquite 
late when he saw a light where the daughter 
of the house was sitting up her young man. 
People went to bed early in those days. 
Footsore and weary he went to the door and 
asked if he could sleep in the barn. Quite 
understandably he was refused so he trudged 
on until he came to the railway track just 

Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Armitage 

outside of Virden. He crawled into a coal 
shed and spent the night there. One can im
agine how he looked in the morning. By this 
time his buddy had departed so he got a 
ride back to Two Creeks and started work for 
Fred Reeves, I think. 

Stacking was in progress and he was set 
to building loads on the racks. He found 
the fork unwieldy so he just used pis hands 
to lay the sheaves, much to the amusement 
of the farmers who were wonderful stack 
builders. However, he stayed with it and those 
Two Creeks farmers were his best friends as 
long as he lived. 

He went back east that fall but the west had 
got into his blood and he came back every 
year. In 1903 he stayed all winter looking 
after Jim Crump's stock. Jim had gone east, 
presumably looking for a wife but he came 
back without one. He rb stayed in that district, 
renting a farm for a year while looking 
around for a farm of his own. In the spring 
of 1905 he bought the farm in the valley, 3 
quarter sections of 10-13-26. He bought a 
team of big gray percherons from Mr. Kyle, 
who imported horses from U. S. A. That 
summer he broke up about 125 acres with a 
walking plOW and two and a half hor~es - he 
had hired a poorer horse. This was shallow 
breaking and backset in the fall. By this time 
he had acquired a sulky plow on which you 
could ride. That winter he wintered about' 
twenty cattle for Sam Hunter, the implement 
dealer. He built a pole and straw shelter 
down by the Arrow River Creek which was 
quite close to the buildings. These buildings 
were a shack 12 by 16 and a small stable. 
In the spring he received in payment a nice 
little red cow who later produced a niCe Here
.ford heifer calf. This was the beginning of 
the Hereford herd now owned by the Armitage 
Bros. 

At this point, September 6th, 1905, I, 
Herb's wife, entered the picture. I was a 
girl of 22 and I came from Toronto, also on 
a harvest excursion. I arrived in Miniota about 
7 p.m. and Herb was, of course, thereto meet 
me. We were married that evening by Rev. 
Wm. Hodnett in the living room over the 
store. Herb had the big gray horse and quite 
a dilapidated bu[gy. Nick Robinson, our 
neighbor, had Qffered him his good!buggy but 
he said,- "No, he wasn't starting out'fn any 
borrowed feathers' . When he was helping 
me into the buggy I almost fell through the 
floor. He said he was sorry he had forgotten 
about that board. We drove down the valley and 
I remember it was a lovely moonlight night. 
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As we arrived at the house he said, "1' m 
not proud of this but we'll have a better one 
some day' . It was just one room swept and 
garnished by numerous soda biscuit tins and 
Roger's Golden Syrup pails arranged neatly 
along the wall. There was a small stove, a 
table and two or three chairs, a bed and 
quite a large packing case. Herb had never 
led me to believe it would be any different. 
I was a pioneer woman and glad to live that 
way. He also had a yellow dog, Toby and two 
half- grown kittens who managed to break most 
of my best dishes. I had foolishly set them 
out on some narrow shelves which were 
built into the wall between the studs. It was 
dark when we arrived home so I had no idea 
of the lay of the land. When I stepped out 
in the morning to see the beautiful Assiniboine 
hills in all their September glory I thought, 
"Well, 1'm sure 1'11 love this place", and I 
,always have. 

Herb was busy backsetting his breaking. 
In the late afternoons I would go out and 
drive the horses on the sulky plow for a 
.couple of rounes while he went to the nearby 
slough and shot some ducks. Theywere plen
tiful then. They were small teal ducks and I, 
of course, had to clean them. 

Often in the evening or on a Sunday after
noon we would drive down to the river and 
across the flats which were literally covered 
with haystacks. There were always some dry 
sloughs full of cat- tails and long grass as 
high as a horse. Herb loved driving through 
them. As the buggy wheels crushed the cat
tails the fluff would fill the air, a regular 
snowstorm. I would be afraid we would drive 
into a water hole but the horse, at least knew 
where he was gOing. 

The following year, 1906, our first son 
Charles Alexander was born. Dr. Chalmers 
and Grandma Mitchell were in attendance. 
Charles was the first of nine ..children, all 
born at horne with Dr. Chalml?rs as ()llr, 
doctor. We lost three children: Willie died of 
rheumatism in 1916 at the age of six years. 
In 1918 Kenny, age four years, and Margaret, 
age fourteen months passed away both of 
diphtheria. MaJ;y Kathleen, our' eldest daugh
ter was born tn 1907, Allan Muir in 1912, 
Dorothy Fay in 1919, Lawrence Keith in 1923 
and Ivan Douglas in 1927. 

From 1906 steady progress was made, crops 
were good and the stock 'increased. In 1912 
a large new barn was built to replace the 
stables which were formerly used. At this 
time I named the farm, "Arrowdale" as it 
was located on the banks of the Arrow River 
C2reek. In 1913 we made a trip back to 

Toronto with our four children, Charles, 
Mary, Willie and Allan. In 1915 Herb, myself 
and the family went to Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
to spend the winter with my folks. Carl 
Hubbard was left in charge. In our absence 
our house was burned and all contents 
destroyed. My brother, Pickering Scutt re
turned with us from Iowa and lived with us 
for several years. A temporary horne, 14 by 
20 was built in which we lived until the 
completion of our new horne in 1916. We 
moved in on the first of December which I 
remember was a very cold day. It seemed 
like heaven after our temporary quarters. 
Everyone had his own bedroom and there was 
central heating and modern plumbing. The 
house was built by George Biggs and John 
Outram. 

The family all received their education at 
Glenlochar and Miniota schools. Charles re~ 
mained at horne, farming until 1942 when he 
joined the R. C .A.F. In October of that year 
he married Kathleen Staples, a former Glen
lochar school teacher of Angusville, Man: 
He received his discharge from the Air 
Force in 1946 when he returned home to 
resume farming. Charles and Kae live in the 
big house on the farm. They have four 
daughters. Elinor Fay was born in 1944. She 
attended school in Miniota and received her 
Arts degree from Brandon College in 1965. 
At present she is attending Covenant College 
in Toronto. Patricia Ann was born in 1947 
and also attended the Miniota schools. She 
is at present taking 2nd year Arts at United 
College in Winnipeg. Elizabeth Jane, born in 
1948 is taking grade XII at the Miniota 
Collegiate. Margaret Carol, born in 1953 
is attending the Miniota Elementary School. 

Mary helped me on the farm for a number 
of years and in 1940 went to Winnipeg where 
she was employed by the T. Eaton Co. On 
the 2nd of May, 1941 she married George 
Dodds at Moncton, N. B. where George was 
stationed with the R. C. A. F, The following 
July he was transferred to Trenton, Ontario 
and on the 29th of May, 1942 their son, 
John Herbert was born at Belleville, Ontario. 
Margaret Catherine was born at the Miniota 
Nursing Horne on May 29th, 1944. In 1945 
aft-er five years in the service George re
ceived his discharge and in 1946 they moved 
to Birtle. Jack and Margaret attended the 
elementary school and collegiate at Birtle 
and Margaret also took the commercial 
course. Jack is at present employed by 
Baker Manufacturing Co. in Winnipeg and 
Margaret is a stenographer at Powell Equip
ment in Winnipeg. George passed away in 
1961 and Mary is now staying with me in 
Miniota. 
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In 1938 Allan married Marjorie Bardwell 
at her parents' home in Isabella. Marjorie 
had taught for several years near McAuley 
before teaching at Glenlochar for a year and 
a half. They lived the first year with Allan's 
uncle. Pickering Scutt. In 1939 Allan built a 
house on the quarter adjoining the home farm 
and they still live there. Allan, Keith and 
Charles farm in partnership. They have about 
.DVP ~ections of land and grow mostly ~mall 
grains and hay. They also have a herd of 
Hereford cattle and have a feed lot from 
which they fatten about fifty head of cattle 
each winter. The cattle are all wintered 
outside now with only a few kept in the barn. 
Allan and Marjorie have three children. Wil
liam was born in 1945 and since completing 
his High School has been engaged in cons
truction work. Linda, born in 1946 is at 
present taking her third year at Brandon 
College. Kenneth, born in 1948 is at home 
and is in the employ of Mr. Brodie Currie, 
the Massey Harris agent in Miniota. 

Our second daughter, Fay was married on 
October 25th, 1941 in Sturgeon Creek United 
Church, St. James, Manitoba to James King. 
The late Rev. George McMillan, formerly of 
Miniota performed the ceremony. Jim was in 
the army, R. C. Artillery, and was overseas 
for several years. He returned home on their 
fourth anniversary and they have lived in St. 
James ever since. They have five children: 
Robert, born in 1946, David, born in 1949, Ian, 
born in 1951, Virginia in 1953 and Randy in 
1955. Jim is a musician in Winnipeg and has 
become quite well known by his television 
work, dance music and band concerts. 

Keith enlisted in the R. C. A. F. in 1941. 
Mter serving overseas for over four years 
he returned home and has been farming in 
the valley ever since. In 1949 he married 
Muriel Boyd of Winnipeg. Muriel came from 
pioneer stock, her great-grandmother having 
snowshoed from Hudson Bay to Headingly in 
the 1830' s. In 1950 Donald Keith was born, 
followed in 1951 by James Edward. Shirley 
Mae was born in 1955 and Catherine Eileen 
in 1961. Don and Jim are presently attending 
High School in Miniota and Shirley is attending 
Elementary school. 

In 1948 Ivan married Irene Hooper at Birtle 
and they came to live on the Nick Robinson 
place in the valley. He farmed in partnership 
with his brothers until 1958 when he decided 
to try farming on his own. At the time of Frank 
Turner's death, Ivan purchased his land and 
has since added the University land, north 
of the river, to the farm. The main crop 
is wheat, with oats and hay to feed the 

forty cows he winters, the calves are sold 
in the fall. This year Ivan plans to expand 
by buying feeder calves as an added project. 
Ivan and Irene have four children. Rick now 
nineteen is employed at Virden driving a 
transfer, but has future plans of farming 
with Ivan. Arlene, sixteen, attends Miniota 
Collegiate and is also taking an Arts course 
by correspondence and has hopes of becoming 
a Commercial Artist. Debbie, twelve, and 
Douglas, seven, are attending the Elementary 
school. 

In 1946 Herb and I retired to Miniota, 
Herb having bought the James Warren resi
dence. In 1955 we celebrated oJlr 50th wedding 
anniversary when friends and family helped 
to make the day a memorable one. We en
joyed eleven years of happiness together in 
Miniota. In 1957 Herb passed away suddenly. 
On January 2nd, 1967 I celebrated my 85th 
birthday. I was at home to many friends, old 
and young, and enjoyed a cup of tea with them. 
I still reside in our home and Mary lives with 
me. I am enjoying fairly good health, am able 
to attend the United Church regularly and 
make frequent trips to the valley to visit my 
familv. 

REV. GILBERT LAWRENCE 
,ARMS:TRONG 

Reverend G. L. Armstrong came to Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church as Priest and Rector 
in charge of the Parish of Miniota, Beulah 
and Arrow River with later Two Creeks 
appointment to visit once a month. His 
occupancy came just prior to the great de
pression which is called the "Dirty Thirties" 
on the prairies, and may have been from 1926 
to 1930 inclusively. Miniota was his first 
charge as an Anglican Priest. From Miniota 
he was sent by Bishop Thomas to McGregor, 
Manitoba where he remained for a few years 
before his death, during the thirties. 

As a boy Mr. Armstrong lived near Durham, 
East England, son of a well-to~do family 
which encouraged at least one son in the 
family to take up holy orders. Bishop John 
Armstrong, writer of some Anglican Hymns, 
was a relative. Mr. Armstrong attended a 
boys' boarding school in Durham to prepare 
him for a career as a churchman. However, 
World War I changed the plans for his future. 
He joined the army as a very young man and 
after serving overseas, decided to leave 
England for Canada. His family was upset by 
this change of events but never ceased to 
encourage him to take up the ministry. 

To become established in Canada, Mr. Arm-
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strong had to work on Canadian farms. He 
found work near Staynor, Ontario, in the 
Georgian Bay area. It was here that he met 
his wife. Later they moved west to Winnipeg 
and Mr. Armstrong found employment with 
the T. Eaton Company in thecitv. As the 
family grew, they sought a new home in St. 
James. They had been attending the St. 
Matthew's Anglican Church in the city where 
Archdeacon McKlheran roused Mr. Arm
strong's ambitions to become an Anglican 
Priest. With the Archdeacon's encouragement 
to spur him on, and well past middle age, 
Mr. Armstrong took up the necessary studies. 
He became layreader in the old St. James 
Church, now a museum piece within the 
cemetery yard of a parish as old as Winnipeg 
itself. When the new parish church was built 
in St. James in 1923 the Armstrongs were 
active in the promotion of its construction. 
It was from here that they moved to Miniota 
when Mr. Armstrong completed his studies. 

Mr. Armstrong was the last resident rector 
of Holy Trinity Church in Miniota. 

Mr. J. J. Henderson was called upon by 
his masonic friend, Wilfred Thomas, Bishop 
of Brandon, in 1931, to become a licensed 
lay reader in the Anglican Church at Miniota. 
The Bishop had given due consideration to the 
appeal of Mr. C. Ellerington, then clerk of 
the vestry, and to the suggestion of the 
vestry as a whole, that they appoint Mr. 
Henderson as their lay rf~ader. For eight 
years thereafter. Mr. Henderson kept ttle 

parish intact as Miniota Parish and led the 
even song service of the church. In 1939 he 
and his family moved to Shoal Lake. 

Mr. G. L. Armstrong and his wife lie in 
St. James Cemetery in Winnipeg, beneath 
the south window of the old church where 
they had worked so long as lay people of 
the Anglican Church in Canada. 

ARMSTRONG-MACKEE F AMIL Y 

by Betty Mackee Harrison 

Mr. William Shaw Simpson decided to leave 
the north of Ireland and farm in some new 
part of the world. With this in mind, he 
travelled extensively and finally decided to 
settle in Manitoba in the Miniota municipality. 
Being rather a dreamer, he visualized him
self as a gentleman farmer and to this end 
looked for a foreman. Mr. John Armstrong, 
who had the position of farm foreman on an 
estate in Northern Ireland, was recommended 

to him and finally hired in this capacity. 
In the year of 1882, therefore, John Arm
strong, his wife, Sarah, and his three child
ren Mary, William John and James started 
their journey to Canada. 

It took them three weeks to cross the 
Atlantic at that time. They then travelled by 
train as far as Brandon and from there with 
a horse and buggy and two oxen drawn 
wagons the rest of the way. This took another 
three weeks as there had been heavy floods 
that spring and the roads were in terriblp 
condition. At times, the wagons had to be 
uhloaded and the supplies carried across 
muddy or swampy places. Sometimes their 
last camping site could be plainly seen at 
the end of a new day. 

Upon reaching Mr. Simpson's homestead, 
they found that they would have to live in 
tents while a house was being built. As 
mosquitoes were very plentiful, this was not 
a very pleasant experience. Their food con
sisted largely of wild fowl, ducks andprairie 
chickens, which were very plentiful. 

On November 1st, they moved into the 
house. This was built of lumber and sheeted 
with lumber on the inside. As there was no 
insulation, it was extremely cold. The only 
heat was supplied by the cook stove andwood 
for fuel had to be drawn from the Assini
boine Valley, a distance of about ten miles. 
As they had not been warned about the Mani
toba winters, they had no warm clothing, 
and this added to their discomfort. 

Mr. Simpson donated a piece of property 
for a school with the proviso that it be named 
the "Blaris" School, after his farm, which 
was in turn, called after his uncle's estate 
in Ireland. Here the Armstrong children 
atiended school. 

Mr. Simpson had not hired any other men 
to work under Mr. Armstrong, but in 1887 
decided to take what was known as a pupil 
farmer. In this way, he would have help and 
be paid at the same time. 

William Holland Mackee' of Birkenfiead, 
Bidston, England. was anxious to learn how 
to farm. He had spent some time on a farm 
in Scotland, but thought he would like to go 
to a newer country. His father owned a large 
exporting and importing firm in Liverpool and 
heard of Mr. Simpson through a brother of 
the latter's who also had a business in that 
city. That fall Mr. Armstrong moved to a 
homestead of his own. He had already built 
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a house and stable and had done some work 
on the land. 

The crops of 1888 were very good, aver
aging 30 bushels per acre throughout the 
province, but there were so few threshing 
machines that many people had no thresh
ing done until the following spring, even 
though the work continued after drifts of snow 
had formed. The grain was, of course, 
stacked at this time, so damage from the 
weather was not so apt to affect the grade 
of the grain. The machines were very cum
bersome and awkward to move from place 
to place, as they had to be pulled by oxen 
or horses. They were also operated by horse
power. The grain had to be taken to Birtle 
by oxen drawn wagons. This was a two day 
trip, one day to go and another to return. 
In 1889 the grain was frozen after a very 
wet summer. 

Indians were seen at times, but were 
always friendly. They used to ask for food 
at the homes of the white settlers. Quite a 
large band passed the Armstrong home on one 
occasion on their way to bury their chief 
some place in the United States. The" Bra
ves" rode horses and some of these horses 
had poles attached to each side, with a piece 
of cloth attac~d to the poles, so as to form 
a place where supplies could be carried. 
The squaws walked. On another occasion, a 
tribe camped at the "Big Slough" and held a 
Pow-wow, with dancing, shouting, singing and 
so on, far into the night. 

After my father left the employ of Mr. 
Simpson, he worked on a survey gang, in 
logging camps, on farms and on the con
struction of the Mann and North West Rail
way, which is now the Edmonton line of the 
C. P. R. The pay on the railway was $1.25 
per day and $2.00 plus board was considered 
very good pay in the logging camps. He 
used to walk to new jobs that he heard of, 
sometimes a distance of 60 or 70 miles. 

Work in the logging camps was very hard. 
The undergrowth along'the rivers was very 
dense and it was very hard to push through 
it. Mosquitoes were around in swarms.1fhe 
men often lost their footing on the logs and 
fell into the water and they had to continue 
the day and often go to bed with soaked 
clothing. They slept at times on the raft, but 
at other times had to roll up in a blanket 
and sleep on the ground. 

In 1890 my father went to Winnipeg for a 
holiday. He mentions in his diary that the 
street cars were drawn at that time by 

horses. He belonged to two lodges, The Sons 
of England and The Knights of the Macabees. 
His farm was the south' haU of 27-14-26 
and the quarter west of that section. 

On December 28th, 1892, my father, William 
Mackee and Mary Armstrong were married 
by the Reverend McArthur and settled on a 
farm north of the Armstrong farm, pur
chased by Mr. Mackee from the C. P. R. 
for $3.50 per acre. They lived in a small 
house for the first eight years, and then 
moved into a nine roome d house which was 
built for them in 1900. This house, still in 
good condition, is now occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. V. Kelly, who now own the farm. 

Mr. Mackee was one of the men who 
arranged for the building of the OmarSchool. 
This school was built in 1904 on a corner 
of the J. 0' Callaghan far m, and the initials 
of Messers. O'Callaghan, Mackee, Armstrong 
and Ringland formed the word' Omar". Mr. 
Mackee was trustee of this school and then 
Secretary- Treasurer. When the muniCipal 
school system came into effect, and the 
small schools were closed, he served as 
trustee on the Municipal School Board. 

The first telephones were, I believe, instal
led in the year 1912. Mr. Mackee purchased 
his first car, an 'Overland Four", in 1919, 
but other cars had been purchased in the 
community prior to this. I think the first 
cars were owned by Dr. R. K. Chalmers 
of Miniota and Mr. W. Berwick of the same 
town. These cars were such a novelty that 
the teachers used to allow the children to 
stand up and look out at them, when they 
passed the schools. To be given a ride in 
one was a unbelievable thrill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mackee sold their farm in 
the fall of 1926, and after spending a year 
in Winnipeg, moved to Vancouver, where they 
spent the rest of their lives. Mr. Mackee 
passed away in December, 1944, and Mrs. 
Mackee in May, 1957. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mackee had seven children. 

Alice Frances trained as a school teacher, 
but after teaching for a few years took 
stenographic training. She had a position in 
Winnipeg and decided to go to Vancouver 
shortly after her parents and she still lives 
there. 

John Leslie (Jack) entered the Miniota 
branch of the Royal Bank of Canada. He 
went overseas during the war of1914-18 and, 
before returning, he married Elsie Locke of 
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Sutton, Surrey. Shortly after his return he 
was made a nanager. He served in this 
capacity at Glen Ewen, Dubuc and Esterhazy 
in Saskatchewan. He then moved to Van
couver and entered the Vancouver branch of 
Nesbitt, Thomson and Company Ltd., where he 
rose to the position of manager. He has one 
son, William, who is in business in Van
couver. They have three children - Bruce, 
Debroah and Jennifer. 

Sara Elizabeth (Betty) trained as a teacher 
and taught school until hl?t marriage to Frank 
Harrison of the Blaris district in 1921. They 
both' taught for several years and then farmed 
until the fall of 1936. They sold their farm 
at this time and moved to B.C. to the village 
of Stewart, at the head of the Portland Canal. 
Here Frank worked for a couple of years 
at the nearby Premier Gold Mine and then 
took the position of Village Clerk in Stewart. 
He also worked as accountant for the Big 
Four mine. Betty owned and operated a 
ladies' wear store. In 1948, they moved to 
Vancouver, where Frank worked in the 
Express Department of the C. N. R. They 
bought a motel in Kamloops, B.C., in 1959 
and are still operating this business. They 
have three sons - Laurence, 'Gordon and Don. 

Laurence is Executive Assistant to the 
Pacific Command of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, whose offices are in Vancouver. He 
married Mary Jocelyn Sharpe of Granges, 
B.C. They have two sons, Leigh and Mark, a 
daughter, Lynn and a foster son, William. 

Gordon is an Electrical Engineer and is 
with Sacony- Mobil Oil at Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan, as District Supervisor. He 
married Leona Sorachuk of Edmonton. They 
have four daughters - Valerie, Leslie, Kim
berly and Marcy. 

Don is Assistant Freight Sales Manager 
of the C. N. R. at Katnloops, B.C'. 

Eleanor Janet (Nell) Mackee taught school 
until her marriage to William Watts of 
Miniota in 1926. They left Miniota in 1928 
and lived in Vancouver for several years, 
when they moved to the Premier Gold Mine. 
Here Bill operated the power plant until the 
mine closed. They came back to Vancouver 
in 1948 and later moved to Lytton, where 
Bill supervised the power plant, then owned 
by David Spencer and later taken over by 
the B. C. Hydro. Bill worked for this company 
at Lytton, Shalalth and Spences Bridge. As 
he was given a permanent position at the 
latter place, he decided to settle there and 
bought a home in this town. He and Nell are 

very active members of the Community and 
Bill renowned as a steelhead fisherman. He 
has been a member of the Masonic Lodge 
since 1926 and Nell is a member of the 
Eastern Star. Their son, Eric, married Joan 
Stead, of Lillooet, B. C. Eric is Station Agent 
for the Pacific Great Eastern Railway, at 
Dawson Creek, B.C. He has a son Jackie and 
a daughter Janet. 

Dorothy Margaret Mackee took a position 
as stenographer with the C. N. R. in their 
Winnipeg offices, but asked for a transfer 
to their Vancouver office. Here she met and 
married Thomas Davis. Tom later accepted 
a position with the Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway and, at the time of his death in 
October 1964, was Labor Administrator for 
this company. They have one daughter, Gail, 
who is attending the University of B. C., and 
has won a number of scholarships there. 

James (Jim) Mackee marriedWildaHamil
ton and moved to Vancouver in 1926. Jim 
secured a position with the investment firm 
of the Western City Company, where he 
worked until he started his own company, 
Victoria Securities Ltd. in 1941. He became 
very successful as a promoter of mines and 
other development projects. He died of a 
heart attack in October, 1958, leaving his wife, 
his son, Ronald, and two grandchildren, Scott 
and Brent. Ronald married Phyllis Cowling 
of Vancouver. He has a position now with 
the firm of Norman Whittal and Company. 

Gordon went to Vancouver at the same time 
as Jim and was with the salT,le company until 
he started an insurance business of his own 
called Mackee Insurance Agencies Ltd. He 
married Kathleen Sproule and they have two 
daughters and one son. Joan is married to 
Ryder Getz, the tennis player who made so 
many headlines in 1964. They are living in 
Edmonton and have a baby girl called Lisa. 
Carol married James Parry of Vancouver. 
Brian is with his father's firm. 

William John Armstrong married Nellie 
Richardson, the daughter of a farmer in the 
Arrow River district. They bought a farm 
east of John ArmstJ.1ong. They had seven 
children: Gladys, Minnie, Sarah, Ralph, Rob
ert, Francis and Marion. 

James Armstrong married Eva Clyde of 
the Miniota district and they lived on her 
father's homestead until 1920 when they sold 
the farm to Fred Hill and bought a fruit 
farm at Nelson, B.C. Mrs. Armstrong still 
lives there. Her daughter, Irene, (Mrs. Ed. 
Bartram) lives in Port Alberni and her son, 
Hugh, in Nelson. 
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At the time of their son James' wedding, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Armstrong moved to a 
cottage on the farm of William Mackee. 
After Mrs. Armstrong's death in January, 
1916, Mr. Armstrong moved into the home 
of his daughter and son- in-law. 

Mr. Simpson lived with the Mackee family 
for a short time after he became too frail 
to live alone, but finally returned to Ireland 
a,gd spent the last years .of his life in a home 
for" Retired Gentlemen" . The ravine that ran 
through his farm is still called" Simpson's 
Ravine' . The school has been closed for many 
years and is being used as a workshop by 
Ernie Sunley. The community is still known 
as the Blaris District. 

ARTHUR E. ASPINWALL 

Mr. A. Aspinwall was born at Manchester, 
England. He came to Canada in the early 
1880' s, and homesteaded about four miles 
north of Elkhorn. He married Martha Emily 
Campbell of Elkhorn, who died in 1927 at 
Miniota. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aspinwall came to Miniota 
in 1896, and built a small home which was 
added to at times. 

Their first child born in Miniota was their 
daughter, and she was named Miniota(Minnie) 
after the town. Mr. Aspinwall did a good 
many building jobs, and for many years was 
mail carrier to the C. N. R. Station. He was 
a faithful Anglican Church member, and was 
organist, choir member and life member of 
the Vestry of Holy Trinity Church. He \\tas 
an active member of the Sons of England 
Lodge, also of the rvliniofa Band .. He haa 
three daughters and two sons. One son was 
killed in the First World War. 

MI'. and Mrs. Arthur E. Aspinwall. 

Mr. Aspinwall died in Winnipeg December 
21, 1944. 

HECTOR E. ATTWOOD 

by his ,rue, Mabel 

Mr. Atiwood was born in 1882 at Boyses 
Hill, Newington, Kent, England. He went to 
school in Newington. When he finished school, 
he worked as a farm labourer. He came to 
Canada, with his wife and son, Reg., in 
April 1907. They lived in the stone house 
at Arrow River. with Mr. and Mrs. 'E. 
Nankivell, who were his wife's mothe.r and 
fattier. Hector worked for farmers around 
Crandall. In the winter time, he and Mr. 
Nankivell cut wood for farmers at Arrow 
River. He also did well digging. 

For the next few years, he worked for Mr. 
J. Leland, Mr. Lynch and Mr. Elliott. He 
then rented a farm of Mr. John Tennant's 
for three years. While there, he took care 
of the skating rink and curling rink. In 1915 
he left Arrow River and rented a farm at 
Quadra. He had the south half of 29-13-25, 
and did mixed farming. His second son, 
William, was born in September 1907. His 
wife died in Apri11916. 

On December 14, 1918, he married me 
(Mabel Akhurst). I tried to make a home and 
make the work a litHe easier for him. It 
was new work for me, as I did not know 
anything about farming. We milked cows, 
so I had to make butter. We sold the butter 
and eggs at the store and tried to keep 
house with the money we got for them. 

After a few years of renting this farm, 
we were able to buy it from Mr. Hamilton, 
of Crandall. In a few years it was ours. 
There was not much land broken, when we 
first had the farm. Hector did all the break
ing up of the new land, with four horses and 
plough. It was a lot of hard work, as there 
were a lot of trees to pull and stones to 
pick. In 1950, we decided to quit farming, 
so Hector's son, Bill, worked the farm for 
three years. After that, Mr. Frank Leland 
worked it for us. In 1954 Clifford Nankivell 
took on the farm. 

Hector was very fond of sports, so we took 
in all the sports days around. On September 
18, 1955, he passed on. 

Hector's two sons, Reg. and Bill live at 
Isabella, Reg. has the garage and Bill is 
farming: Reg. is married to MildredWatters 
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and they have four girls. Mary is married 
to Erik Hurlin and farming at Miniota. They 
have two boys. Sheila married Hunter Lobban 
and live at Wawa, Ontario. Hunter works at 
the mines there. They have twoboys. Patric
ia is married to Larry Moldowan, who teaches 
school at Tilston. They have one girl. Sharon 
is at home and going to school at Isabella. 

Bill, Hector's second son, is married to 
Magdalene Wallace. They have three child
ren, Margaret, Robert and Elaine. Margaret 
is married to Glen Still, of Isabella, and 
they have one son. Bob farms with his dad 
and is married to Sharon Dagg. They have a 
baby boy. Elaine is at home and going to 
school at Miniota. 

Our farm is now sold to Mr. Charles Lee 
of Crandall. Since leaving Arrow River, I 
have been living in Brandon. 

WM. AYLWARD 

Bill Aylward arrived in Canada about 1910 
from Ireland. He came to his Uncle Thos. 
Copland and worked at various places around. 
About 1915 he married Beatrice, the Cop
land's. adopted daughte r. They lived in a house 
on the Stubbins farm. In the winter of 1917, 
Beatrice and her new born baby son died and 
were buried in the Arrow River Cemetery. 
Bill then joined the army, working i.nBr~don 
as a cook. While there he mar ned HIlma 
Cavenaugh. They moved with Hilma's parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Cavenaugh back to the 
Arrow River district about 1920. Right after 
the war Bill built a small house on the school 
land adjoining Copland's place. He rented 
this land and lived there until about 1925 
when he moved to the Jas. Stewart farm in 
the valley. 

In these years three children were born 
to them, two girls and a boy. They lived for 
awhile, from 1927, on the Bill Morgan farm 
near Beulah. The Cavenaugh family lived in 
various places around the district. About 
1933, they moved with the Aylwards to Mala
gash, Nova Scotia. Aylwards have resided 
there ever since, farming quite successfully 
'till the present time. Now with increasing 
age he has sold his farm and moved into 
the 'town. The daughters are married and the 
boy is at home. 

MRS. SAMUEL BABUIK 

Mrs. Samuel Babuik, wife of the late Sam 
Babuik was born of Ukrainian parents in Wes
tern Ukraine in village of Ture over 75 
years ago. She im l1igrated to ~anad.a ~s a 
young girl in 1908 and settled m Wmmpeg 
in what was known as the Red River Settle
ment Here she worked in a small grocery 
and iearned the value of C.anadian mon~y. 
This was no small talk for a young foreIgn 
girl who spoke only Ukrainian and Polish. 

Several years later she met .an? married 
Samuel Babuik, a quiet man of sl.mlla.r b.ack
ground, who worked in a bakery ill Wmmpeg. 

Later approximately 1918, Mr. Babuik 
joined the ranks as a railw~y w?rker for the 
C.N.F. Taking his family WIth hIm he worked 
from Winnipeg to Jasper, helpi.ng to.laysteel 
and building or rebuilding bridges WIth cre:ws 
called "B and B gangs." The present Mm
nawasta bridge at Uno went up with the help, 
of his hands, and was completed in 1928. 

Mr. and Mrs. Babuik and family lived at 
Uno then he was moved to what was known 
yea;s ago as "The Diversion," a rail:vay 
point between Uno and Miniota. H~re h~ llved 
with his family and worked dally WIth the 
railway crew. In later years the Station and 
other dwellings were remov.ed, o~lythe s~all 
home Mrs, Babuik lives m shll remams, 
which is now part of her farm land. 

Mr. Babuik passed away June 12, 1935, 
leaving his wife and family of nine and one 
child not yet born. 

Ann, the eldest, born in Winnipeg and 8iter 
schooling worked in Alberta. She married 
John Motuik and is now in Vancouver. She 
nas three sons. John the eldest received his 
Lawyer's Degree artd the other two sons are 
in university in British Columbia. 

Nettie, born in Winnipeg, married E. Kop
eechuk. a farmer. They have three daughters 
and three sons. The eldest two daughters and 
the eldest son are married. There are four 
grandClhildren., 

Ernest JOs~h, their first son, was born at 
Uno. He was a veteran of the last war and 
after service went to work as a typist in 

ENOS AYRES Vancouver, )?e married Eileen Hartley and 
they have nine children and they are all in 

Mr. Enos Ayres taught in the Sarahville - school. The elde::;t. daughte.r Karla has !inish
School before 1900. He married Miss Jessie ed her nurse trammg and IS now a regIstered 
Daniels of Miniota. nurse. 
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Michael was born at Uno and has also serv
ed in the war. He married Ina Hartley in 
Vancouv.er. They have one son, Rick, who will 
soon graduate from U.B.C. 

Pauline Tina Babuik was the first child born 
in their home in the Assiniboine valley. She 
braved it to school with her elder brothers 
and sisters in the Miniota area. She joined 
the C.W.A.C. in 1942, and served two years 
in Canada. Pauline married Cecil Williams 
and they have one daughter Diane, and one 
son, David. Twins, Sam and Mary died at 
an early age - Sam at five months, and Mary 
at four years. 

Jenny was educated at Miniota, and went to 
college in Winnipeg. She taught at Pipestone, 
and later married Francis Hall of Isabella. 
Jenny is now residing in Vancouver. 

Donald died at birth. 

Edward David went to school in Miniota. 
At the early age of 13 he was a water boy for 
the C .N.R., and is now an employee of the 
C.N.R. He lives at Crandall with his wife 
Edna, five daughters and two sons. Their 
twin son passed away. 

Alexander worked for the C.N.R. after he 
finished school and became a qualified welder. 
He married Frances Herner of Rosetown. 
Alexander took training in Illinois, U.S.A. 
for meat pr.ocessing. He now lives in Dods

:land. Sask., with his wife and two sons, Mark 
and Samuel, and is operating fiis own locker 
service. 

Mary received her B.A. from Brandon Col
lege and taught in Hamiota High School. She 
married David Cunningham,B.A., B.Sc., and 
they are both teaching in Atikokan. They have 
three girls; Karen, Tanya and Danyelle. 

Estelle, the youngest daughter, born three 
months after her father's death received her 
education in Miniota, and is employed as a 
telephone operator in Hamiota. 

Mrs. Babuik has only one brother left in 
Ture. She still lives in her wee home, and 
though over seventy-five still works hard with 
her cattle, garden, and is as independent as 
ever. Her years of hardship of raising her 
family alone after her husband's death, 'de
serve more than credit. 

ED. BABUIK 

toon for a year and a half, where he met his 
wife, Edna Busch. She was working at Sea
mans, Saskatchewan. Edna then went to work 
in Winnipeg, where she and Ed married in 
1952. They then moved to Quadra. 

Vivian was born in 1954 and attended Arrow 
River school for two years. Christine was 
born in 1956 and also started school at Ar
row River. Edith was born in 1957. Mr. 
and Mrs. Babuik moved to Crandall in 1957. 
Brenda was born in 1959 David. in 1961, 
Hazel in 1963 and Edward in 1965. Babuiks 
bought the Collyer's house, where they now 
live. 

ELIJA BACON 

Elija Bacon, father of five Children, lived 
in a stone house one quarter of a mile south 
of Mr. David Brown's old home. There were 
two sons, namely, Jim and Ben Bob and three 
daughters, Agnes and Mrs. Donald Morrison 
of Strathclair. The third daughter went to 
reside in the United States. 

Ben Bob Bacon has two sons, Jim and 
Stanley, still farming in the Woodnorth mu
nicipality. Jim Bacon never married, but 
lived for many years on his farm near Browns 
and cared for a large herd of cattle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bacon and those of the family 
now deceased, were laid to rest in Kinsmore 
cemetery. 

CHARLES BAGSHAWE 

The name Bagshawe is linked with the early 
history of Arrow River and the hills north 
of town are still the ' Bagshawe hills" to 
old timers. Also, in the Blandy history, it is 
noted that Blandy and Bagshawe married 
sisters, Crawford by name. In the early 
years, these gentlemen threshed with Don
ald McKenzie's gang, exchanging work. 

In the Birtle Eye Witness, a Mr. Bagshawe 
kept a herd of sheep at Beulah and periodical
ly set up a photo studio in a tent in Miniota. 
There are no definite records to link these 
activities with Arrow River's pioneer, Char
les Bagshawe. 

KELTON BAKER 

Lived on sec. N.E. 1/4 of sec. 6-14-27 
Ed Babuik started to work on the railway ~ for about five years. He drove a cream truck 

at Miniota in 1947. He then worked at Saska- to Miniota Creamery and did odd jobs. 
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CHARLES BANNING 

Charles Banning was born in Cheltenham, 
Gloucester, England, and came to the Min
iota district in 1913 where he was employed 
by Mr. William Lindsay, and in 1921 he took 
over a farm of his own. He left Miniota to 
reside in Winnipeg, and died a year later. 

WILLIAM EDGAR BARRETT 

William Edgar Barrett was born in 1884. 
He emigrated to Canada from England in 1904 
at the age of 20. He crossed the Atlantic via 
the steamship, Lake Manitoba for the price of 
ten dollars, landing in Winnipeg in January. 
He had lost his money in a card game on the 
boat so had only 50 cents. He spent 40 cents 
for a pair of mitts and 10 cents on coffee 
and doughnuts. 

For one year he worked for an old Scotch
man at Carman where he injured his knee. 
After working the next year at Crandall 
he returned to England where an operation 
was performed on his knee. 

On March 7th, 1909 he married Eleanor 
Kloldilda Moller and they came to Canada 
together in 1909. 

They raised eight children: Mabel, Mrs. 
J. C. Stewart. Ottawa. Ont.; Ethel. Mrs. 
Warren Robinson, Brandon; Evelyn, Mrs. 
Gordon Finley, Rapid City; 'William,' Min
iota;· Muriel, Mrs. Reg. Bryant, Miniota~ 
Wilfred, who was killed at Hong Kong; 
Wilbur 'Bud', Rivers; Elsie Eleanor, Mrs. 
Len Bryant who died in child birth in 1946. 

Mr. Barrett broke the sad for Palmer
stan church. He started working on the C.P.R. 
on March 17th, 1918 replacing those sick 
with the flu. The Barrett family came to 
Miniota to live in April of 1934. On Novem
ber 7th, 1937 Mrs. Barrett passed away. On 
July 17th, 1946 Mr. Barrett married Isabel 
Lorraine Maynes of Birtle. He retired from 
the C.P.R. in August 1949 on pension. 

He recalls that before coming to Canada 
hE! .and his father helpeq !o make the special 
artificial stone that was used in the colos
seum in London, England. He served in the 
M. V.R.ff. In Miniota' -:he Was a: rIlEi'mber of 
the Parkissimo Lodge and held all seats 
except that of Chaplin. 

WILLIAM A. BARRETT 

by Evelyn Barrett 

Bill and I (Evelyn MacPherson) were mar
ried in 1940 by the late Rev. George Ma~
Inillan. We settled in our first home, the 
former Conway house on South Railway Ave. 
Here Myrna Lorraine was born in 1941, 
with Mrs. Belle Sharp and Dr. Chalmers at
tending. Bill was the Massey Harris agent 
at this time, with his shop. at the_corner of 
Main Street. In 1942 Bill left to join the Air 
Force, and Myrna and I went to Winnipeg to 
live with my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
MacPherson, in St. Vital. We rented our 
house on S. Railway Ave. to Mrs. Smith and 
family - a high school teacher in Miniota 
at that time; and later to Georgina and Bill 
Stevenson. Bill turned over his Massey 
Harris business to Brodie Currie. 

During the war I worked in the mapping 
department of the Canadian Wheat Board in 
Winnipeg. When Bill returned from over
seas in 1946 'the Barretts' came back to 
their home in Miniota and we purchased our 
present store from Bill Hurlin. 

Rick, William was born in 1947 in the 
Nursing Home, Bill and I bought our pre
sent home - the former hospital - on Louise 
Ave, from Mrs. Hawthorne in 1948. That same 
year I took on a teaching job in the 'primary 
room of Miniota School. Mrs. MacPherson 
came to live with us to take care of Rick and 
to keep house until 1955. I transferred to the 
high school in 1962. 

Myrna obtained her A.R.T,C. and R.N. in 
Brandon in 1961, and has since nursed in 
Winnipeg and Kentville, Nova Scotia. She 
was married in 1962 to Clark Greene. They 
have one daughter Jacqueline Louise, born 
September 3, 1963, and one son Jeffrey 
Clark, born June 19, 1966. Clark taught in 
the Collegiate in Caroline, Alberta for one 
year, and is at present teaching in the un
iversity at Lethbridge, Alberta. 

Rick took an electrical course at the 
Vocational School in Brandon. At present he 
is serving his apprenticeship with the Hud
son Bay Mining and Smelting Co. at Snow 
Lake, Man. 
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W. C BARRETT 

I arrived in i\1iniota from R~bid City with ..... 
my parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Barrett 
in April 1934, where my father was to take 
up his duties as foreman on the C.P.R. 

As a member of the family who was still 
going to school, I continued my education 
in Miniota until graduating in 1938. During 
this period and the years immediately follow
ing I played both baseball and hockey with 
the senior teams. 

Post school days were spent working in 
Mr. Hodnett's general store until joining the 
R.C .A.F. While overseas as a pilot with the 
R.C.A.F. I met and married my wife, Joan, 
who was serving in the British W .A.A.F. 

I returned to civilian life in Canada in 
September 1945. Joan, being an English war 
bride, had to wait until March 1946 before 
she and our son Aston who was three months 
old by this time, were able to come to Cana
da. Their trip on the Aquitania was one to be 
remembered, as they travelled with several 
other families who were joining their .hus
bands in Canada. 

We took up residence in Miniota, and my 
brother Bill and I purchased the business 
which was owned by Mr. W. H. Hurlin. We 
dissolved partnership in 1951 when Bill took 
over the business which he still operates. 

During this period and the years immediate
ly following, I worked for several different 
employers, including the Manitoba Power 
Commission and Municipal Telephone, which 
involved numerous winter trips by snow
plane and bombardier. In 1954 while still 
working for For,'3yth Bros., I became assistant 
to Alex Spalding in th!'> local post office) 
tnen postmaster when Mr . .;Spalding retired 
in1958. 

During this period ,ve.'established our home 
with Joan setiling into her new surroundings, 
and Aston taking his education at the local 
school. 

Through this period Joan and I served on 
various committees pertaining to church, 
community centre, rink, etc. and Aston left 
school to become a staff member in the local 
C 0- op store. 

In 1966 I accepted the position of Postmas
ter at Rivers, Man., so Joan and I have taken 

up residence there. Aston is at Vocational 
School in Brandon. 

METRO BAUBlE 

Mr. and Mrs. Metro Baubie moved into 
the Arrow River district having come from 
Saskatchewan. Of their family, Jerry and 
John, who were twins, resided with them 
and, at nineteen years of age, made many 
calls in the district as Jehovah's Witnesses. 
Other than their ministerial work, they took 
no part in community activities. 

John married while at Arrow River and had 
two sons. 

Jerry's wife passed away while they were 
living in the district, and shortly afte r the fa
mily decided to move to Ontario. 

John's wife's brother attended Arrow River 
school for a time, also a teenage sister, who 
is remembered for her nimble tap-dancing 
ability. 

The Baubies had a sale in 1959 andWilliam 
Attwood farmed the land for a time. Then, 
Harry Gardham bought this farm and is still 
residing there. 

CHARLES DAVID AND SARA 
ANNE BEARD 

by Mary McKean and her sisters 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles David Beard were 
married in Brighton, En{<l:md on February 
23, 1883. They hired as a married couple 
with Mr. and Mrs. Gurney, andcametoCana
da with them. The trip on the water was long 
and rough, as was the trek on land. They 
settled in the Beulah district, and it was here 
my father turned his ~irst furrow, using a 
walking plow made of a heavy wooden beam. 
He often told the story of how after opening 
up a furrow, the oxen very obligingly walked 
back and forth in it. 

Shortly afterwards my parents started out 
on their own,. and homesteaded "east of the 
farm now owned by Edwin Stowe. A log and· 
sod cabin was built, and here most of 
the family was born and raised. Their next 
move was to the farm now owned by Lou 
Craig, where they remained until their re
tirement in 1928. They then moved into 
Miniota, and lived in the house now owned 
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by their youngest daughter Mary, and her 
husband (Mr. and Mrs. Alex McKean). 

Mr. and Mrs. Beard raised a family of 
six girls and one boy. Nellie, Mrs. Foster 
of Miniota, their first, was born February 
20, 1886. -Kathleen, Mrs. J. E. Lees, New 
Westminster, B.C.; - Eva, Mrs. Joe Hor
ner, Miniota; - Herbert, Victoria, B.C.; 
- Margaret, Mrs. W. G. Scott, Burnaby, 
B.C.; - Annie, the late Mrs. Doug. Beattie; 
and Mary, Mrs. A'. McKean of Miniota. 

The Gurneys with Father and Mother ar
rived in Canada about the time Miniota 
Municipality was divided into wards, also the 
Riel Rebellion was still a danger. My fa
therwas on the readiness list for action if 
necessary. 

In those early times it was sometimes 
necessary for the menfolk to be away for 
days' at a time grain bartering etc. One time 
the large can full of coal oil was upset. 
Can we imagine today what that would mean? 
Days, maybe weeks of no light in the home. 

One day Mrs. Gurney and Mother decided 
to try their luck at making a batch of bread, 
- a new experiment for both of them. They 
mixed the yeast batter, but it WOUldn't do 
what it was supposed to do - it just refused 
to rise. While they were debating what to do 
about it, toward them shambled the one and 
only sow, "Whitey,' She was the solution! 
. . . better give it to her than throw it out. 
But alas! Poor Whitey warmed up that cold 
yeast and up went her tummy, and she soon 
died. 

Father used to collect milk from neighbor
ing farms and haul it to the cheese factory. 
He brought home the whey and used it for 
feeding stock. The fat that collected around 
the tank was kept for use on the farm im
plement wheels, etc. 

When the sun shone directly in the south 
door, Mother knew it was time to call Fa
ther' from the field. She, or one of the girls 
would put a cloth up on a pole for him to see. 
The oxen too could see the flag, and seemed 
to know it was time to go home, Father said 
that try as he would, the oxen refused to 
go past the turn. The flag was also a means 
of communication with the neighbors in case 
of sickness or other need. One cold day in 
May, Mother knew her time had come - she 
needed help, but Father was at a neighbor's 
and the children not at school were too young 
to send for assistance. A bright cloth was 
put up on a pole for Mrs. Reynolds to see. 

Mother could see her outside from time to 
time, but Mrs. Reynolds could not see the 
sign. However, later in the day she thought 
she would walk over to see her. She found 
a litHe boy had been born, and was nearly 
dead (he died soon after), and his twin was 
on the way. Dr. Chalmers arrived about 
that time and they saved Anne, who was 
the smallest baby he had ever delivered, 

Before consolidation and school vans, we 
either walked to school or were driven, 
by parents or one of the older childr!m .. 
Miss Jessie Neelands, now Mrs. John Rey
nolds of Vancouver, was my first teacher. 
I recall one very cold day when the snow 
was deep and the road high. We were just 
returning from school when we saw a team 
and sleigh (loaded with Wheat) following us at 
runaway speed. The horses had been fright
ened, and the driver walking behind to keep 
warm, had been left far behind. My brother 
gave the reins to my sister, and kneeling on 
the cutter seat, caught the bits of the run
away team and managed to slow them down 
until the driver caught up to them. 

January, 1910 came in cold and stormy. 
Miniota had telephones then, and a call came 
for Mother and Dr. Chalmers to attend a 
maternity patient in the Uno area. When part 
way there the team refused to face the storm, 
and commenced to circle upsetting the cutter 
and leaving Mothp.r and the doct-iwstranded. 
There was no road to follow, but they headed 
towafds a light in the distance. F-or what 
seemed hours they tramped through the snow. 
Mother's feet froze, and she begged the doc
tor to go on alone, but he refused to leave 
her and managed to keep her going until 
they reached the Cusack home. They found 
the mother and baby fine, due to the help of 
a kindly neighbor, but Mother's feet and legs 
were badly frozen. Only by a miracle and 
the care of Dr. Chalmers were they saved. 
1'm sure Mother's name. along with many 
others will be remembered for her hell? 
in time of need. 

Farm implements were much different in 
those days. There was the wooden beam 
plough, and the thresher operated by hitch
ing a horse to a rotating wheel, which went 
around and around. Another horse pulled the 
straw away from the machine by means of 
a chain or rope. The grain came out on the 
ground and had to be bagged and taken away. 
Some of the straw was used to fill the bed 
mattresses, and the children had a wonderful 
time emptying the old ones and bouncing 
happily on the new ones filled with the 

. fresh, sweet smelling straw. Some were 

- 237-



lucky enough to have a feather filled tick to 
go over the straw mattress. 

Owing to the cold, wet weather in the 
fall of 1924 much fall work had not been 
done, and Father was late getting his feed 
in. On his return trip from the big slough 
with a load of hay, Father followed the road 
across the ice. The horses broke through 
the ice and the water came half way up their 
bodies. They struggled until exhausted, and 
Father plunged into the water, unharnessed 
them and held their heads up to prevent 
drowning. Berti Payne heard his call for 
help, soon arrived on the scene, with Jack 
Stowe and Alex McKean, cut a hole in the 
ice, and with a block and tackle soon had 
the horses free. 

About this time an effort was being made 
to locate land for the Miniota· Creamery. 
Father offered. as a gift, a parcel of land 
east of the bridge on highway 83. His offer 
would have been accepted but the drainage 
was not suitable for a creamery site. 

Mother and Dad have been laid to rest in 
the Miniota Cemetery, Father in August, 
1941 and Mother in October, 1942. 

JOHN BEATTIE 

John Beattie was born in Dumbarton. Scot-

land in 1859. He had two chOices, either to 
go into the Highland Regiment that was going 
to Sudan, Egypt with Lord Kitchener or to 
immigrate to Canada. He chose to come to 
Canada and in 1890 came to the Elkhorn 
district. After working for various farmers 
he filed an application for a homestead on 
N.W. quarter of 4-14-27. 

In 1897 he married Jane Struthers and 
moved onto his homestead which had a log 
cabin and sod barn. He broke forty acres on 
this farm which was all that could be broken 
as a ra "ine ran through it. He and Mr. Alex 
Lindsay homesteaded the same year on the 
same section and married the same year. 
He and his wife lived on the homestead 
ulltil 1908 when he bought th~ north half of 
section 5-14-27. In 1910 he built a big 
brick house and a one hundred foot barn: 
He also dug a well in 1910 which was 100 
feet deep in gravel. They used the gravel 
for the basement of the house. 

He broke his land with a team of ax en 
named Buck and Bright. When one of the 
oxen died he replaced it with a horse (Geo
die), He had good crops. I can remember big 
stacks ready to be threshed by steamer out
fit$ of mli.!Jy men. The women worked hard 
ooy and ni'ght'to prepare food for them. Jom! 
BeatJie owned the first gas threshing outfit 
in the district which he purchased in 191O~ 
He threshed crops for a lot of farmers and 

Mr. and Mrs. 
John Beattie 
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it was well into the winter before he finished 
up. He threshed stooks first and then stacks. 

He raised a lot of horses and cattle and 
specialized in raising purebred horses. He 
imported two Clyde mares from Scotland 
in 1912. He had a blacksmith shop and a set 
of tool" and he was very handy at doing work 
for himself and his neighbors. He also shod 
horses. He worked for the municipality for 
many years making roads, acting as road 
boss and he was the pound keeper. He en
joyed a day's fishing occasionally but never 
allowed anyone to fish with him but he al
ways caught the most fish. 

Mrs. Beatiie was a good gardener and sold 
vegetables in Miniota. She also churned all 
the cream in a dash and barrel churn and 
sold butter to buy groceries and dry goods. 
She made her own laundry soap and yeast 
starter to bake bread. She did some taxi
dermy work; was a good photographer and did 
her own developing. She used to go to the 
fairs and won many prizes. She milked cows 
and could drive horses and helped in the 
fields at harvest time. They had a family of 
six, Allan, Margaret, Jean, Birdie, Bessie 
and Jack. They all received their education 
at Wynona School. 

John Beattie died suddenly on April 30th, 
1926 while harnessing his horses to go to 
work. He was 64' years of age. Mrs. Beattie 
stayed on the farm for a few years and 
then moved to Miniota where she died sud
denly in 1945 at the age of 68 years. They 
are buried in the Miniota cemetery. 

JAMES W. BEER. 

I was born in Kropp, Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany, and came as an infant to Winnipeg 
Manitoba with my parents, Reverend Freder
ick Beer and Mrs. Catherine Beer. I got 
my education in Saginaw, Michigan; ottawa 
and Brandon. I graduated in Arts at Queen's 
University. Having attended Normal School 
in Brandon I accepted a teaching appoint.
ment at Bagot and Pipestone, Manitoba, be
fore coming to Miniota where I was prin
cipal of the High School from 1922-1924. 
While there I married Lilyan M. Borland of 
Crandall, who was teaching at the time at 
Arrow River, Manitoba. 

From there we moved to Benito Manitoba 
where I took charge of the High School. In 
1926 we came to Winnipeg where we have 
resided ever since. Here I have had appoint
ments at Lord Roberts and Machray Junior 

High Schools, and for the last thirty-six 
years I have been on the staff of St. Johns 
High School, teaching German and English. 

We have one son, James Ernest who is at 
present on the staff of Western Canada High 
School, Calgary, Alberta in charge of the 
music department. In 1952 he married Faye 
Powers. TheY)lave one son, Willi-Willi, and 
a dachshund, Loge. 

FRANK BENNETT 

by Mrs. W. Whittington 

The former owner of our quarter section 
was Mr. Alf. Finch, who came from England. 
The Soldier Settlement Board brought myfa
ther, mother and I from England on May 4, 
1928 and we landeq at our home on May 
1'7. Mr. Palmer, our supervisor drove us 
there. Our furniture was outside and the 
doors and windows were boarded up. There 
were even snowbanks around the house. My 
mother had sold the furniture from our lovely 
home in England, and everything was so 
strange and different. We arrived on Thurs
day and on Sunday Dad went to work for Mr. 
Johnny Allison, leaving us alone. Later in the 
month he started work for Mr. Gordon Tur
ner, and worked there all summer. In the fall 
the 'Board" bought two horses and three 
cows. also some implements, soin the spring 
of 1929 we started plowing, etc. Our first close 
friends were the Bryant and'Stamford famI
lies. Our neighbors were FrankSoder, George 
Cole, Fred Cole, (later their sons, Bob George 
and Bill) Dick Watson, and George Staniland. 

We had a mixed farm with up to six milk 
cows, and about 90 acres of cultivated land. 
The rest was pasture and hay. I remember 
Mother making butter and trading it for 
groceries. The grain - when any - was 
threshed and hauled to the elevators at Two 
Creeks by team and wagon. The calves were 
usually sold as veal, unless kept for cows. 

Some of my memories were sad and some 
were happy. The sad ones were of the lean 
years of the thirties when I ate porridge 
three times a day, and had bread and lard 
for school lunch, (I still can't eat oatmeal). 
I always had a great love for animals, and 
there were tears over a horse who just 
plain starved to death. 

I had to leave school because I did not have 
the ten dollars to pay for books for grade 
eight, and at that time we did not under-
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stand where to get help. The years of the 
drought were hard, yet one had many friends. 
There were evenings of cards, house parties, 
school dances and just visiting. One's friends 
were really friends then. 

I think our farm was the S. E. quarter 
of section 5, township 13, range 27. Mrs. O. 
Nygaarde lives there now. She also was a 
good friend. We planted about 2000 trees as 
a windbreak and were quite proud of our sand 
cherries and lilacs. 

My father now lives in Sundre, Alberta, and 
was 72 last March 14. My mother passed away 
in 1945. Dad remarried and has a daughter 
15 years of age. 

L, W, BERWICK 

Llewelyn Berwick was born at Bury, Quebec 
in 1881. In 1905 he married Josephine Moss
man from Liverpool. He came west in 1907 
and farmed at Waskada, Manitoba. In 1909 
he came to Miniota and resided on the farm 
now owned by Gordon Long. S. W. 1-14-27. 
A few years later he moved to the Shamrock 
District, north-east of Beulah, and while there 
they adopted a little girl, Melva. 

In 1941, after a long illness, his wife 
Jo<'ephine died. In 1943 he went to visit at 
Bury, Quebec, and married Mrs. Laura 
Everet1e. They lived on his farm for a few 
years, then retired in Beulah. In 1955 his wife 
Laura died and he came to Miniota to live 
with his brother Wallace. After his brother 
died he continued to live with his niece, 
Marjorie (Mrs. W. WOOds), and family, 
moving to Brandon with them in 1961. He 
went to live in Fairview Home in 1963. He 
passed away in the Assiniboine Hospital in 
September, 1966. 

Mr. W. D. Berwick with his first car. 

His daughter Melva, Mrs. L. Hodnetf, 
now lives in Victoria, B.C. 

W. D. BERWICK 

Wallace Berwick was born in Bury, Quebec 
on June 23, 1879. He came to Brandon on 
telephone construction in 1902. In 1905 he 
married Alice Maud Ellis in Bury, Quebec. 
In 1906 he became district superintendent at 
Pilot Mound, a year later .he moved to 
Boissevain. When the first SWItchboard was 
to be installed in Miniota in 1908 he came as 
government inspector, and on completion of 
the construction he was in charge of the 
Municipal Telephone System. 

In 1911 he bOught the first car in Miniota. 
He built the garage, now owned by the Wiens 
Brothers. Construction began in 1913, was 
completed in 1914 and sold to the Dorward 
Brothers. 

Mr. Berwick was in charge Elf the Miniota 
Telephone System from 1908, with the ex
ception of the years 1918 to 1923, when he 
farmed north of Isabella, until his retire
ment in 1952. At that time he was made 
Life Member of the TelephElne Pioneers of 
America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Berwick's first home was 
the Yarwood house, north of the Miniota 
Motel. When they returned to Miniota in 
1923 they lived in the house now owned 
by Mr. Outhwaite, then bought the house 
south of the United Church from Mr. T. 
Stewart. 

Mr. Berwick was an active member in 
local lodge circles. He joined the Masonic 
Lodge in 1908, served as master of the 
lodge in 1934 and was District Deputy G. M. 
in 1945. In 1910 he became a member of 
Parkissimo Lodge I. O. O. F. and haD 
been presented with his 40 year Jewel. He 
took a keen interest in curling and was an 
active worker in community affairs. 

Mrs. Berwick was a valued member of 
her church and service organizations. She 
was a member of the Miniota W. 1., a Re
becca and a member of the Atoimah Chap
ter O. E. S. She was an accomplished 
pianist and played the or!!"an for Sunday 
School for many years. 

Mrs. Berwick passed away in 1955. Mr. 
Berwick was confined to a wheel chair for 
three years and passed away in 1958. 
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There are three daughters. Doris was born 
in Virden the day her father installed the 
Miniota switch board, December 17, 1908. 
She married William Peel, eldest son of 
Robert Peel in 1940. Frances was born in 
Miniota and married Charles Peel in 1940. 
Marjorie was born in Miniotaj she married 
W. P. Woods, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. H. Woods in 1941. There are four grand
children. 

PHILIP BIEBER 

by Mrs. W. A. Middleton 

the Gibbons and Williams would pick us up 
in a school van or open sleigh, and we would 
go to play bridge at Mr. Longs or Mr. 
MacPhersons, or to a Horse Shoe Whist 
drive and dance in the Community Hall. 

There was a flag pole by the bridge near 
the house, and one morning I had to climb it 
to flag the section men to warn the m that a 
train was coming, as the flag man had failed 
to show up. I heard the whistle by the station, 
and at the same time heard the "speeder" . 
I waved the flag. hoping the men would see 
me. They rounded [he bend and spIed me, 
and the" train at the same time, and had to 
ditch the speeder and jump. It was a fright-

Mr. and Mrs. Bieber, with their two ~ ening time for all, and I froze to the pole and 
children Edith and Bert, came to Miniota had to be helped down by my husband. 
from Melville, Sask. in 1925. Mr. Bieber 
worked for the C. N. R. 

They rented the brown cottage from Mr. 
Forsyth for many years, then the "Silver 
Bend' house on the farm, from Mr. Tom 
Long. Our third home in Miniota was pur
chased from "Grandma" MacPherson, where 
we lived until we left in 1944. A third child, 
Jean, was born in Miniota. 

After lea ving Miniota, Mr. Bieber worked 
at Rosetown and Dodsland in Saskatchewan. 
He then moved to Winnipeg where he worked 
as Janitor of the C. N. R. station until 
his retirement in 1959, when he moved to 
Calgary. 

The happiest times I recall are of the 
years when we lived at the "Silver Bend" . 
Mr. Hugh Gibbon loaned us a cow so we 
might have milk and butter. Many a meal. 
ended with berries and cream, as we had 
only to walk across the road to pick saska
toons. There were many berry-picking bees, 
with friends coming out from town with 
their lunches, and honey pails tied to their 
waists. 

A not so pleasant memory of berry picking 
is of the time I went alone to pick pincher
ries, and disturbed a wasp's nest. In my 
scramble to get away I fell into Poison Ivy, 
and spent two months of discomfort. Adults 
and children gathered on the river banks to 
fish on many an evening,. and sometimes a 
youngster had to be dried off by the fires 
which we built to keep off the mosquitoes. 

There was a large empty granary with a 
good floor, and here friends from near and 
far met to share the pleasures of a barn 
dance, with music supplied by Bernard Leary, 
Wilf Hill and several others. Our neighbors 

Mr. Bieber died in Calgary on December 
4, 1961. Mrs. Bieber still resides in Calgary. 
Bert who was a F. O. in the Air Force was 
killed in a plane crash on Aug. 7, 1964, and 
is buried at Miniota. Edith (Mrs. W. A. Mid
dletpn) resides in Calgary and has two sons 
and one daughter. Jean (Mrs. T. S. Burt) 
resides on the farm at Rosetown. Sask. ana 
has two daughters and one son. 

SAMUEL WM. BIRCH 

Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Birch and family 
came to Canada from Slough, Bucks, Eng
land in June 1910, to the farm of Mr. Guy 
Steuart, north of Miniota. In the fall of that 
year they moved into town. After a few 
years he went to work on the C. P. R., 
first as sectionman, and later as night 
watchman at the Roundhouse in Miniota, 
retiring after twenty years of service. 

In the family there were three girls; 
Florence, (Mrs. Frewen Davis) of Virden; 
Cissie, (Mrs. J. Bernstein) who died in 
1923; Lillian, (Mrs. R. M. Oliver) of Trans
cona, and one son William, a bachelor, in 
Vancouver, B.C. Mrs. Birch passed away 
in 1945 and Mr. Birch in 1955. 

ARTHUR DURHAM BIRD 

by son, Dr. Ralph D. Bird 

Mr. Arthur D. Bird was the son of Dr. 
John D. Bird of Manchester, England, a 
noted physician and surgeon. My father was 
slated to follow in his father's footsteps, 
but after a few years at Medical School, he 
decided the profession was not to his liking. 
The only alternative in those days was to go 

- 241-



to the colomes and farm. He knew a Mr. 
~landy, who had homesteaded on property 
Just to the east of the land at Arrow River 
that my father took. Hence, he came to be 
near his friend, Mr. Blandy, coming to the 
north east 31-13-25, in 1896. About 1899, 
my father t:?arried Fthel May Winter, of 
Beulah, Mamtoba, who had settled there on 
a farm with her parents, after emigrating 
from England in 1884. 

I was born at Arrow River, May 20, 1901. 
The following year, the family ·moved to a 
farm, north half of 34-15- 27, where they lived 
for several years before moving into Birtle. 

Note:- Dr. Ralph Bird, C. D. A. entomolo
gist, retired in 1966, after 32 years with 
the Canada Department of Agriculture. In 
1933, he became. head of the Federal En
tomology laboratory at Treesbank, Manitoba. 
When this lab was moved to Brandon Dr 
Bird continued in charge. When it be~am~ 
part of the Winnipeg Research Station in 
1957, Dr. Bird headed the entomology section. 

During his service at Brandon and up to 
his retirement, Dr. Bird was recognized as 
one of Canada's top authorities on grass
hoppers. He also contributed much to our 
present knowledge of other insect pests such 
as the sweet clover weevil. 

BISSETT FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Bissett and four sons, 
Andrew, Archie, William Jr. and John, and 
three daughter, Kate, Hannah and Annie, 
travelled to Birtle from Ontario by boat 
up the Assiniboine River in 1878, landing 
at Fort Ellice. They were accompanied by 
Mr. and Mrs. Prentiss (nee Mary Bissett) 
with their four children, William, Mary, 
Annie and Hannah. 

The Bissetts took a homestead just on the 
outskirts of Birtle. Three years later they 
moved to the vallev near Minioh and home
steaded on Sec. 18-13-26. The closest town at 
that time was Elkhorn. 

The Prentiss family were for a few years 
at Shoal Lake and Russell where Mrs. 
Prentiss lost her husband. Later, with her 
family, she moved back to the homestead 
with hor brothers. Andrew and Archie. Mr. 
Wm. b.ssett was killed in an acciaent witb 
horses in 1888, and buried on the farm 
(18-13- 26). Mrs. Bissett passed away several 
years later, 1897, and was buried in the 
family plot at Arrow River. One daughter, 

Kate, passed away in 1896, also buried at 
Arrow River. Two sons, Wm. and John went 
west and married. 

Annie married Wm. Turner. Hanna,h re
turned to Ontario, married and passed away 
there". Andrew, Archie and Mrs. Prentiss 
remained on the farm until 1924 when Andrew 
and Mrs. Prentiss returned to Medicine Hat, 
Alberta. Both passed away there, three and 
eight years later. Archie moved to Miniota 
where he died in 1939 and was buried at 
Arrow River. 

Of the Prentiss family, William Prentiss 
passed away in 1954 and was buried at 
Miniota; Annie (Mrs. Goddwin) passed on in 
1957; Mary (Mrs. Bissett) died in Medicine 
Hat in 1962; Hannah (Mrs. Connor) still 
remains in Vancouver. She remarried in 1963 
at the age of 77 and is enjoying the best of 
health. 

There are numerous grandchildren and 
great- grandchildren from east to west, also 
in the United States. 

DR. SVEINN ERIKSSON 
BJORNSON 

Dr. Bjornson emigrated from Iceland in 
the first decade of the century, following 
relatives who had previously settled in 
Canada. He came to Winnipeg in 1904, and 
at1ended Wesley College and ManitobaMed
ical College, graduating in medicirie in 1916. 
That year he married Marja Laxdal, who had 
also come from Iceland, and started his 
country practice. Dr. and Mrs. Bjornson 
had four children of whom a son and daughter 
are still living. 

Dr. Bjornson practised medicine at Gimli. 
Arborg, Ashern and Oak River, Manitoba 
before he and Mrs. Bjornson came to Miniota 
in 1951. From 1951-1955 he served the 
community as Doctor, Health Officer, Cor
oner and Medical Officer of the Indian Reser
vation. He also owned his own drug store. 

Mrs. Bjornson was active in the commun
ity and taught sewing in the 4-H Club. 

Dr. Bjornson'S hobby is Chess, which he 
played by correspondence with the Corr. 
Chess League of Canada and the Canadian 
Branch of the American Corr. Chess League. 
In 1929 he won first place in both leagues. 
Writing Icelandic Poetry has also been a 
hobby for many years. This resulted in the 
publishing of a Book of Poems in 1945. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Bjornson now reside at 
Whiterock, British Columbia. 

MATTHEW MCKENZIE BLACK 

by Mrs. G. Black 

Matthew McKenzie Black, a pioneer oUlle 
distriCt was born at Mollinsburn by Ardrie 
Scotland in 1866. He came to C'a.'lada in 
1889, first farming a mile east of where 
Miniota now stands. 

In 1894 he married Margaret AllisonStrut
hers, who was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, 
and had come to the district with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Struthers in 1883. She 
remembered as a little girl of eight, the 
long trek from Winnipeg by oxen, w~ich 
requlred six weeks. The first year the 
family lived in a tent, and were frequently 
visited by Indians. She was educated at Two 
Creeks school, being one of the first pupils. 
She finished her education il)..DufferinSchool, 
Winnipeg. 

In 1897 Mr. and Mrs. Black bought the 
N. E. 1/4 section 34, township 12, range 27, 
from James C. Simpson, and in 1912 the 
S. E. 1/4 of 34-12-27 from Thomas Allison, 
also in 1916 the S. E. 1/4 of 4-13-27 from 
George Proctor. Before coming to Canada 
Mr. Black became proficient as an engineer 
and machinist. In the district a great measure 
of success attended his efforts as a thresh
erman, for he was favorably known in this 
capacity. He had the first big steam outfit, 
and later he was the first to introduce gaso
line power west of Brandon. 

He was widely known as a breeder of 
Shorthorn cattle, and was noted for his 
standard bred horses. 

fie ,served as Justice r:J. the "Peace for 
many years, and was councillor for Wallace 
MiinlclpaJity i'rom 1918-'1922. He VIas sec-' 
retary- treasurer of the Two Creeks school 
district for 32 years. Later he had care of 
the C. p, R. water system at Reeder. 

He was a member of Alexander Lodge 
No. 46, I. 0, 0, F" for many years and was 
installed Noble Grand in the year 1914. He 
entered into rest at his home on July 17, 1939, 
in his 74th year, and Mrs. Black followed 
him on March 22, 1962, in her 88th year. 

There were ten children born to Mr. 

and [vlrs. Black; six sons and four daughter. 
Allan Struthers, - who served in WQrId 
War I, and now resides at Coronach, Sask,; 
James who enlisted in March 1916 in the 
8th batJalion ' Litile Black Devils", and was 
killed in action at Ypres, Nov. 10, 1917. 
William, who now resides at Two Creeks. 
Margaret. who is Mrs. Dan Hartley of Elk
horn. Matthew Jane, (Mrs. Allan McClure) 
deceased, June 21, 1924. George Allison, 
now living at Pilot Mound, Man. Violet 
(Mrs. Harry Switzer) living at Basswood, 
Man. Beatrice (Mrs. Charles Loe), Van
couver, B.C. Robert, who served during 
World War II and now lives in Vancouver, 
B.C. John, who also served in World War 
II, and now lives in Flin Flon, Man; 

OSWALD BLAICH 

by O. Blaich 

In July 1930 I emigrated to Canada from 
Pforzhaim, (The gate of the Black Forest), 
Germany, and worked as hired help. In 1932 
my good wife Gertrude and our son. Oswald. 
then 8 years old, came out to join me at 
Miniota. 

~ ";,..* 
4 

Mr. and Mrs. O. Blaich and Oswald on their 
arrival in Canada. 
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1 worked at different places, as this was 
necessary in order to learn the language, 
habits and customs, also to learn how to 
farm, which was the main purpose in coming 
to Canada. As we both came from the city -
Mrs. Blaich worked in Dry Goods and I as a 
Goldsmith, and we both had a wholesale in 
dairy products, and a store with groceries -
the change in this country was not without 
many pitfalls. 

In January 1933 our small family moved 
by team to our first rented farm west of 
Beulah. The temperature was 40 degrees 
below zero and in our house the water in 
the pail was frozen in the mornings many 
times. I worked this sandy, windswept half 
section with the little eqUipment I had, and 
the hardships we endured were many. If it 
were not for the sewing done by my good 
wife, I would not have known where the next 
dollar was coming from. Here are some of 
her prices: Dress - 60y to $1.00, Fur coat 
made over - $3.00 to $4.00. 

In 1934 Alfred was born, and in October 
1936 we moved to our present farm 3 1/2 
miles east of Miniota on Highway 24. Our 
first crop in 1937 consisted of 7 acres of 
wheat, 18 of oats and 10 of barley. We also 
had one cow, nine horses and a few chickens. 
W e gradually added a few more livestock, 
and after renting for four years we bought the 
section. 

I liked best the sheep and swine enter
prise, and for the last twenty years we have 
been in the purebred swine business. We have 
exhibited our animals at most of the major 
shows in western Canada, and have sold our 
pigs all over the western provinces, Ontario 
and some to the U. S. A. 

By working together we were able to give 
our sons a Ulllversity education, although 
many times it took our last resources; 
however, we have been well rewarded. 

Oswald studied Economics, and w0rked for .. 
the Manitoba andr ederal Government and a 
total 01 six' years in British Guiana for the 
British Government, also for the U. S. 
Government. During these years he received 
his Master Degree and his Ph. D., and is 
co-author of the "Report of the Governor's 
Study Commission on Agriculture" . He is now 
with the Economics Department in Washing
ton, U. S. A., where he resides with his 
wife - the former Evelyn Cloverdale - ann 
their daughter, Linda. 

Alfred, after two years at Manitoba Un i-

versity, returned to farm at Miniota. In 1958 
he married Mary Miles of Crandall, and 
their family now consists of : Anne, Kenneth, 
Timothy and Holly Lynne. Alfred has been 
an active member of 4-H Clubs, and was for 
some time a member of the 12th Manitoba 
Dragoons. A few years ago Alfred's health 
failed and he had to give up farming. He 
studied Architectural Drafting in Brandon 
where he is now employed and resides. 

Mrs. Blaich was active in 4-H work for 
eleven years, and was a Sewing Club leader 
for six years. For the past twenty-seven 
years she has been a W. 1. member, first 
at Arrow River, where she was secretary, 
and then at Miniota. We were members of 
the United Church at Arrow River and later 
at Miniota. 

I have belonged to the Oddfellow's Lodge 
of Miniota for almost twenty-five years, have 
been secretary for eight years, also District 
Deputy Grand Master. 

Mrs. Blaich and I, thinking of retiring, 
hope to have a few years of health with our 
friends around Miniota and district. 

HERBERT ALFRED BLANDY 

by Zoe Suddaby 

My father, H. A. Blandy, came to Arrow 
River fi'om London, England, in 1890. He 

was twenty years of age at the time. On this 
voyage, he'met H. G. (Hercules Guy) Dowell 
of approximately the same age, who came t~ 
Arrow River with him. In due time myfather 
bought a grain farm N. W. 32-13-25. Mr. 
Dowell also purchased a farm near mydad's. 

In 1893 my dad married Violet Crawford, 
who at that time was living on a farm with 
her sister, Mrs. Charles Bagshawe, having 
previously come from Ayre in Scotland. 
In 1898 I was born. Three and a half years 
later my sister arrived. 

We lived at Arrow River until 1905 then 
moved to reside elsewhere for a short period 
of time, until we moved to a farm in the 
Blenhien district. In 1931, Dad Mother and 
my s.ister Helen, moved to the village of 
Solsglrth, where they lived for a short 
time on a farm. Later they moved into the 
v~llag~, where Dad worked at odd jobs. He 
died m December, 1941, having been pre
deceased by Mother in 1939. 
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When on tne farm at Arrow River, we 
traded butter and eggs for groceries, and 
delivered them by horse and buggy. Our 
wheat was delivered by team and wagon. 

My parents were Anglicans, but I don't 
know if there was a church at Arrow River 
then. There is nothing of particular note in 
diaries. My parents did not mention belonging 
to any particular organization. All my dad 
seemed to do for entertainment was play 
hockey. So there must have been a rink in 
town. 

I, personally, do not remember, but mydad 
would tell us later of the terrible blizzards 
there were, how he could not get to the 
stable for two or three days at a time. 
Then he could get there only by fastening a 
twine from house to stable, so he would 
not get lost. 

As Helen and I were so young, we never 
settled in the Arrow River District, but I 
have memories of going back to Mr. Dowell's 
farm and seeing what a wonderful place he 
and his wife had. 

DAVID BLELLOCH 

I, David Blelloch, was born at Torryburn, 
Scotland, on Sept. 3, 1886. The eldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. David Blelloch, I came to 
Isabella in 1907 and worked for Mr. William 
Iverach. In 1908 I bought the S/W quarter 
of section 10, Tnshp. 15 R 25 from J. Murray 
of Hamiota and lived there for 22 years. 
This was a fairly level farm, the soil W:lS 

black loam with clay suqsoil. The water 
supply was from a dug well. 

On Dec. 29, 1915 I married Mary Isabella 
Craig of Miniota, the eldest daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Angus Craig. She was born at 
Miniota on April·12, 1890. 

I carried on mixed farming, hauling wheat 
ten miles by team and wagon. The house on 
this farm was of frame construction heated 
by a cook stove. I bought a Massey Harris 
8 foot binder in 1908, and in 1917 I bought 
a model T. Ford car from Mr. Fred Decker. 
It was a luxury after horses and buggy for 
so many years. 

We have six children and seven grand
children. David has been in B. C. since 
193'6, and servea lIt W orH.i War II overseas 
with the Lake Superior Motor Regiment, and 
since his discharge has worked as a checker 
.and grader of lumber with the Sproat Lake 

Sawmills at Port Alberni. B.C. He married 
Evelyn Bell on Nov. 30. 1946. They Qave two 
children, Linda Ann, born in 1948 and David" 
born in 1952. 

Robert and John served in the Air Force 
in the second world war, and on their 
discharge purchased a farm through the 
Veteran's Land Act, four miles south of 
Birtle on Highway 83. Robert married Isabel 
Grant of Birtle on Sept. 13, 1951. They 
have four children, Russell Robert born 
April 9, 1952, Angus Grant born March 23, 
1957, Mark Allan born Feb. 12, 1961 and 
Roberta Jean born April 9, 1964. 

John is unmarried and lives in Birtle. 
TheIr eldest daughter Helen is married to 

William A.. Paterson, a caretaker of DOig's 
store in Brandon. They have no family. Sar
ah the youngest daughter is married to 
Hugh Harley, and they also live in Brandon. 
He worked for the Provincial· Exhibition in 
Brandon. They had two girls; Catherine Mary 
born July 8, 1952, and Linda Margaret born 
Nov. 16, 1955. She passed away on Nov. 9, 
1956 at the age of 11 months and 3 weeks. 
Tom, the youngest son, lives at home. He 
works on farms during the summer and has 
been caretaker of the Birtle skating rink for 
several years. 

The family all atlended school at Isabella 
except Tom who was not of school age when 
we left to reside in the Shoal Lake district 
in 1945. In 1945 we moved to the Miniota 
dIstrict, and in 1948 we moved to Birtle where 
we now reside. 

FRANK BOHRN 

Mr. Bohrn was born in Austria in 1887. 
At the age of 18 he moved to the U. S.A., 
where he worked unti11915, at which time he 
came to Canada and worked in the Isabella 
district. In 1916 he married Rosina Trachsel, 
and together they worked on the farms of 
Mr. William Taylor and his brother- in-law 
Mr. Calder; also for Mr. Chas Craig at 
Isabella. 

Mrs. Bohrn was born in Switzerland in 
1880. She had worked in several countries 
including France, Italy, England and U. S. A. 
before coming to Canada. Mrs. Bohrn could 
speak seven languages and write five. 

In Nov. 1917 they bought the farm 28-13-27 
at Miniota from Mr. Billie M0ffat. Mr. 
Moffat's house and barn were dug out of 
a bank. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Bohrn carried on a mixed 
farming operation with their children, Alfred, 
Max, and Anniebelle. 

Farming was carried on with horses until 
1945, when a John Deere tractor was pur
chased. Today there are two John Deere 
tractors on the farm and the horses watch 
lazily over the fence, unaware of the hard 
life their ancestors lived. 

During the hard years of the thirties, Mrs. 
Bohrn learned to spin wool from their own 
sheep. This wool was dyed with onion skins 
and many other things found aroung the farm. 
It was then knitted into socks, mitts, sweaters, 
and underwear for the men. 

Alfred, Max and Anniebelle attended school 
at Wynona and Miniota. In summer they drove 
a horse and buggy and in the winter a horse 
and cutler. 

Alfred now farms at Elkhorn with his 
wife Frances and their five children. Annie
belle lives in Brandon where her husband, 
Lou Lapointe, works for the city. They have 

Flying Officer M. W. Bonner. Killed in an 
air accident over England. Buried in Harri
gate Wembly Aug. 19,1943. 

seven children. The oldest son is in Germany 
with the Canadian Army. Max lives on the 
home farm with his wife Mae and their two 
children. 

In 1938 the farm was added to with the 
addition of theS. quarterof5-14-27, formerly 
owned by the late Alex Lindsay and Cecil 
Cullen. The land had been used for a com
munity pasture, and Max and Alfred broke 
it up with seven horses and a gang plow. 
In 1951 the N. half of 29-13-27 was bought 
from the Dept. of Mines and Natural Re
sourses. This land is used for pasture and 
hay. Max still carries on a mixed farming 
operation. 

In 1957, due to a tractor accident, after 
which Mr. Bohrn was unable to continue 
farming, Mr. and Mrs. Bohrn left the farm 
10 residl:! in Brandon. Mrs. Bohrn passed 
awav on Nov. 6, 1964. Mr. Bohrn still resides 
with his daughter in Brandon. 

JAMES WALLACE BONNER 

by Janet E. Bonner 

Among the farmers who took pride in 
tilling the soil in Manitoba district was 
Wallace Bonner, who for over forty years, 
cultivated and tilled a section of land; it 
being 3/4 of section 16-14-26, and 1/4 ofll-
14-26. 

A native of Ontario he was born at Egre
mont, October 13, 1883, the youngest son of 
Joseph and Matilda (Brition) Bonner. His fa
ther was a stone mason who also farmed a 
small tract of land. In acquiring an educa
tion, W!lllace attended the rural school, but 
when he was twelve years of age his father 
passed away, and the family moved to Riv
er Bank, and two years later came to Oak 
Lake, Manitoba, where be herded cattle for 
the late J. S. Williams, who later became 
his brother- in-law. 

He came to Miniota in 1899, and worked 
as a hired man for a time. Then he rented 
land, and in 1912 bought what is now the fa
mily home. 

In Rivers on August 13, 1913, he was 
married to Janet Eliza Howard, the youngest 
daughter of William and Isma Anne Howard. 
She was born at Parkissimo on March 3, 
1888, and received her education at the rural 
school of Sarahville; and later Miniota High· 
School. She attended special classes held in 
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Hamiota Collegiate, and then attended Nor
mal School in Winnipeg. She became a tea
cher in 1907, and taught at Ross School in 
the Two Creeks district and Hatton School 
at Grandview until her marriage in 1913. 

Of this marriage, five children were born 
to the Bonners: - Joseph William, who is 
married and lives at Arrow River on his 
farm, Murray Wallace, who was educated 
at Miniota, joined the Air Force in 1942 
and was killed overseas in 1943. - Jennie 
Howard who became a school teacher, and 
later took a business course in Winnipeg. 
In 1949 he married Terence Carey. They 
live in East Kildonan and have four child
ren - Robert Whitfield, who received his 
education at Miniota schools and stayed on 
the farm to help his father. He farms a 
section and one half of land, and, like his 
father, takes pride in his farm, and is in
terested in community affairs. - Margaret 
Isma, was educated in Miniota Schools, and 
began trainining for a nurse, but died at the 
age of 21 in 1947. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Bonner took an active 
part in their community, and worked hard 
to help their family of five get a start in 
life. Mr. Bonner served as a trustee on the 
Miniota School Board for over twenty years, 
and was a member of the LO.O.F. Mrs. 
Bonner still lives on the home farm with 
her son Bob. 

In 1954 Mr. Bonner's health began to 
fail, and on Christmas Day 1955 he passed 
away in Toronto General Hospital. With his 
daughter Margaret, he is buried in Miniota 
Cemetery; a man who worked hard for his 
community and his family. 

JOSEPH BONNER 

by Mrs. J. Bonner 

Joseph William Bonner, eldest son of Wal
lace and Eliza Bonner, was born at the home 
farm August 7, 1916. He received his school
ing at Miniota until 1934, and spent the next 
seven years at home. In 1941, he joined the 
R.C.A.F., to train as a wireless operator at 
various pOints in Eastern Canada. In April 
1942, he went overseas and spent three and a 
half years serving in England, Ireland, Scot
land, Shetland Islands, Malta, Suez, Egypt and 
Libya. During a tour of operations in Ire
land, he was mentioned in dispatches. He 
came home in November 1945 and farmed in 
partnership with his father and brother, Bob. 

In the spring of 1946, Joe moved to the for
mer Russell Lynch farm at Arrow River, 
south east 35-13-26, and farmed a section 
of land. 

On October 24, 1953, he married Donna 
Marguerite Sproat of Virden, who taught 
school at Arrow River, 1951-53 terms. Our 
oldest daughter, Sandra Lynn, was born 
September 14, 1954 and our second daughter 
Donna Kathleen, arrived on October 23, 
1958. Both girls attend Arrow River school 
at the present time. Our first son, Murray 
Wallace was born June 8, 1964. Our second 
son, Kevin Robert, was born Feb. 25, 1966. 

Ours is a grain and cattle farm and through 
the years we have been trying to build up 
a good line of Hereford cattle. 

Joe has been a trustee on the Miniota 
Municipal School Board for four years, a 
member of the Miniota Branch of the Ca
nadian Legion, an enthusiastic curler and 
we. both have taken an active part and held 
offices in various community organizations. 

THOMAS BOVAR 

Thomas Bovar came to the Arrow River 
district to find work. He was running the farm 
for Mrs. Jack Antcliffe, whose husband had 
died. After Tom Bovar married Mrs. Ant
cliffe, they suffered a severe loss when their 
stable, winter's feed and all their horses 
and cattle were burned just after threshing 
time. Soon after this tragic loss, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bovar left the farm and went to Win
nipeg. 

ERNEST WILLIAM BOWLES 

by Mrs. E. W. BOWles 

Ernest W. Bowles was born in Notgrove, 
Gloustershire, England on October 1, 1882. 
He came to Canada in August 1909, and work
ed on Mr. J. Mitchell's and Mr. N. RObin
son's threshing gangs. He alsoworkedfor Mr. 
H. Armitage, Mr. D. Campbell and Mr. W. 
Lindsav. Sr. He went back to England the 
winte'r of 1912-13, returning in the spring. 
Mr. Charlie Banning and Mr. J. Sandal 
came back with him. Charlie Banning work
ed for Mr. A. Lindsav and Jack for Mr. W. 
Lllldsay, Jr. In 1913hemarnedlsabellaDun-
bar. " 

I came from Fraserburg, Aberdeenshire, 
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Scotland, arriving in Miniota on March 29, 
1912, along with Mr. and Mrs. Cruden, 
Mary and William. The Crudens worked for 
Mr. John Strachan, who was at the station to 
meet them. Mr. Tom Stewart was mail man, 
and brought me to Miniota, where Mr. Ro
bert Peel's hired man was waiting for me 
with team and sleigh. Imagine me perched on 
a wagon seat in the middle of the night, 
wearing a big straw instead of my fur hat 
which was packed away in my suitcase. I 
felt quite homesick when I parted from the 
Cruden family, but after meeting Mr. and 
Mrs. Peel I felt quite happy. I worked for 
them until oUr marriage in 1914, when we 
went to work as a married couple for Mr. 
C. Spencer at Uno. 

In March 1915 until 1935 we rented ,a fat:tn 
from Mr. Wm. Lindsay, Jr. with horses and 
implements, on a half crop share. We started' 
with one cow, so had to make butter to help 
buy our groceries. When we had a few more 
cows, we shipped our cre~m to Eaton's at 
Rapid City until the creamery opened at 
Miniota. We also took our eggs and poultry 
there. When we had a steer to sell, Mr. A. 
Spencer was aleays ready to buy it. 

We lost several crops from drought and 
hail, our best crop being in 1921. On March 
15, we moved to a farm vacated by Mr. 
James Dickinson, the north half of 20-13-27, 

Ernest William Bowles and family. 

where I still live in the summer months. 
The last four winters I have lived in two 
rooms in my son Lloyd's house in Elkhorn. 

I have three sons: Fred, who lives on the 
home farm. Dennis, who lives in Virden 
where he does carpenter work. trucking and 
various other jobs. He served in the armed' 
forces from 1942-1945. Lloyd has a ga
rage bUsiness in Elkhorn, also drives a 
school bus, and has a farm in Miniota Mu
nicipality. S.W. 8-14- 27. His wife, Margaret, 
is a school teacher, and at present is teach
ing at Cromar. They have five children. 

My husband passed away on March 19, 
1956. 

FRED BOWLES 

by Fred Bowles 

I, Fred Bowles, was born in Miniota on 
August 29, 1914. At this time my Father and 
Mother were working as a married couple 
for Mr. Charlie Spencer of Uno, Man. 

In 1915 my parents rented a farm from 
Mr. William Lindsay - the north half of sec. 
32-13- 27. This was my home for the next 
20 years. During this time I received myed
ucation at Wynona School, which was about 
one mile from home. 

In March 1935 my parents; my two bro
thers and I moved two miles south to a farm 
vacated by Mr. J. Dickinson. This was his 
homestead, taken up in the early 1900' s. 
He is now retired and living in Elkhorn. It 
is on this farm - N.E. 20-13- 27, that I 
have lived continually for the past 20 years. 

In 1939, while still living with my parents, 
I started mixed farming on my own on the 
north half of sec. 20-13- 27. Since then I have 
bought N.W. 28-13- 27, which was originally 
owne.d by Mr. J. Dickinson; N.E. 30-13-27, 
prevlOusly farmed by Mr. F. Williams, and 
80 acres of 27-13- 27 from the Miniota Mu
nicipality, which I cleared and broke. 

On November 24, 1941, I married Lillian 
Ewing, second daughter of Mrs. J. Stamford 
and the late Mr. William Ewing. We have no 
family. My Mother still lives in her own 
house in our yard during the summer, and in 
two rooms of my brother Lloyd's house in 
Elkhorn for the winter. My brother Dennis 
lives in Virden. My Father passed away on 
March 19, 1956. 
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JAMES. BOYCE 

In April of 1892 the first blacksmith came 
to Parklslmo as it was then calied. J am(~s 
B'oyce was born in Toronto in May 1848. 
He learned his trade near there and was 
both a blacksmith and a mechanic, having his 
first shop in Hamilton, Ontario. He m~r
ried Margaret Waldie in 1872 and they llv
ed in Hamilton until 1886 when they moved 
to near Port Huron, Michigan; with their six 
children Matilda, Brock, Charles, Lottie, 
William' and Rose. They lived here for six 
years and two more children were born to 
them Ethel and Olive (later to be Mrs. W. 
Hodn~tl and Mrs.' A. M. Hanlin). In 1892 
the family moved to this community and 
lived for a time in' The Little Red House" 
(not school house) in the Assiiliboi.ne Val
ley, later taking up a farm (the Hurlm farm) 
where he farmed for a number of years and 
also opened a blacksmith shop. He retired 
from his trade in 1900 and in 1915 he sold 
his farm and moved to town. For quite a 
number of years Mr. Boyce was a mem
ber of the municipal council, having seen 
service in that capacity under Reeves Tay
lor, Thompson and Gerrand and .later in 
1921 he was again elected as counclllor. He 
also served as Town Councillor. While liv
ing in the 'Little Red House' which was sit
uated on the west bank of the Assiniboine 
river near the· Ferry which was operated 
at that time by Mr. Paul Bryant and was 
directly west of the blind end of Highway 
24. the family had a ninth child born to 
them, Pearl. Mr. Boyce and his son Charles 
supervlsed and worked on both the Mitchell 
and West bridges both built in 1892 and both 
since then have been torn down after having 
served the public for many years. Mr. Boyce 
was an active member in the Miniota Masonic 
Lodge. His good wife ever a real helpmate 
during the pioneer days of hardship and af
terwards died in 1930 and in 1937 Mr. Boyce 
also pas~ed on and both rest in the .Min.iota 
cemetery. Of the family, Charles shll hves 
in Virden, Mrs. A. Hanlin on their farm near 
Miniota and the youngest daughter, Mrs, E. 
Wickes '(Pearl) in Hollywood, California., 

CHARLES BOYCE 

by Mrs. Roy Currie 

Charles Boyce was born in the County of 
Waterloo, Ontario in 1877. In 1892 he came to 
Miniota with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. James 

James Boyc-e 

Boyce and their family of nine from Michi
gan, U.S.A. 

His boyhood was spent on the large farm 
established by his parents on N.E. 29.13.26 
one mile east of Miniota on what is now No. 
24 highway. This farm is now occupied by 
Eric Hurlin and family. 

Charles Boyce operated a Massey-Harris 
machine agency for a period of years in 
Miniota. He later turned to farming. 

In 1908 he married Elizabeth McCheyne 
who had come out from Scotland with her two 
brothers, Alex and Bob, who later jOined the 
Princess Patricia Regiment in Winnipeg in 
1914. One brother Bob made the supreme 
sacrifice. 

Dad and Mother's first home was on the 
Schunk farm, north and east of Miniota. 

In 1912 he bought the N.F. 29.13.26 from 
Mr. George Craig. They lived here till 1918 
when the family moved to Vanderhoof, B.C. 
Dad made the mistake of shipping his new 
Model T Ford out to British Columbia in 
the boxcar with his cattle. The steam prov
ed to be too much for the paint, it just peeled 
off, leaving a pretty old looking car. 

The timber wolves and bears were very 
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numerous around Vanderhoof. Dad shot one 
timber wolf on the verandah of our home. 
The elder members of the family can recall 
eating bear steaks. 

I have always had a yearning to go to 
Vanderhoof as I was born out there, but 
have no recollections at all of the country 
as the family returned to Manitoba in the 
fall of 1919. We returned to Miniota, living 
for a short time on the Rowan farm north 
of Miniota. In 1920 Dad bought the Whim
ster farm, S.W. 21.13.26 choosing this site 
for its many advantages, being close to the 
Glenlochar school where we all attended and 
because of plenty of good water. 

In 1921 he built a large new home. He con
tinued his operations of mixed farming until 
two sons joined the forces in 1941. He later 
retired to Miniota where he lived until 
1965. 

Mother passed away in 1937. 

There were twelve children born of this 
union. James Alexander farms in the Swan 
River valley. He married Edith Hunt of Swan 
River. They have four children, two girls 
and two boys. 

Margaret Jean lives in Vancouver B.C.She 
is employed with the Civil Service. Eliza
beth Agnes married Edgerton Hyndman of 
Arrow River. They have two children, a girl 
and a boy. They loot their first child at the 
age of two years. 

Edgie passed away in 1965. 

Vera Rose married James Curtis of Len
ore, where they have farmed since their 
marriage. They have six children, three 
girls and three boys. 

Wellington McCheyne is a Hydro supervi
sor at Willow Bunch, Sask. He married Mar
garet Bracken of Boissevain. They have two 
sons. 

Mona Mae became Mrs. Fred Tyndall of 
Toronto, Ont. They had no children. In 1950 
she married Desmond McInnerney of Van
couver, B.C. They have two daughters. Des
mond passed away in 1964. 

I, Mabel Edith, married Roy Currie. We 
still live in the home district of Glenloch
ar. We have two children, a girl and a boy. 

Gertrude LoVie is Mrs. James Gibbon of 
Neepawa. They have three children, a girl 
and two boys. 

Charles Russell served in the armed for
ces from 1941 till 1945 being overseas 
from 1943 to 1945. In 1949 he married Do
rothy Pacey of Winnipeg, where they have 
resided since their marriage. They have two 
sons. 

Robert Brock also served in the forces 
during World War II. He married Mabel 
Stamford of Reeder, Man. They live in Vir
den and have two children, a girl and a boy. 

Viola Georgina became Mrs. David Van 
Evra of Toronto, then later married Wil
liam Drew also of Toronto. They have three 
children, a boy and two girls. 

The youngest child Muriel Patricia, mar
ried Wesley Curtis. They have farmed at 
Lenore since marriage. They have five chil
dren, having lost their seven month old baby 
in 1959. They have four boys and one girl. 

Dad moved to Virden in the fall of 1966. 
He was 89 years old in March, 1966 and I am 
happy to say still has pretty good health 
and enjoys a visit with his thirty-three grand
children and twenty-two great grandchildren. 

ARNOLD M. BRADFORD 
by daughter Sara 

I am an only child and my parents passed 
away - mother in 1934 and father in 1948. I 
was married in 1929 to John T. Niblock. 
I have spent all my life, since leaving Man
itoba in October 1925, in British Columbia. 

I have a family of three children: Con
stable A. J. (John) of Prince George. He 
and his wife, Fern, have two young daugh
ters. My elder daughter, Ida, (Mrs. R. J. 
Connaghan) of Burnaby, B.C., has no fa
mily. She is a head nurse at Crease Clinic; 
Essondale, B.C. My other daughter, Beth, 
(Mrs. A. F. Cruickshank) of Kelowna, B.C., 
has five children. I was widowed in 1963, 
lost a very good husband. So now I am alone 
with my dog. 

I lived in Kelowna 25 years, here in Sum
merland six years and in Caribou a while. I 
have just been a housekeeper all my life. But 
it is a very good life in many ways, too. I was 
born at Elkhorn, Man., in March 1899, and 
lived there till November 1903, when we 
moved to Arrow River. 

My father, Arnold M. Bradford, was born 
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January 1869, in England and got his school
ing and' a number of night school courses. 
He worked at clerical work in London before 
he was 19 and in 1888 came to Canada. He 
wanted a change, as so many did those days. 
He landed at Hargrave (nothing there) by 
C.P ,R. The trip out took 11 days each by 
boat and train. 

He worked for several farmers and then 
took up a homestead 2 or 3 miles from Elk
horn. He would winter in town. and work 
there - keeping books, tinsmithing, and so 
on. By 1897, he had built a lumber .building 
to replace the log one and he married Ida 
Amelia Stevens, of Hamiota. She was born 
in Ontario, but as her brothers William and 
Fred and sister, Mary (Mrs. Johnstone Mc
Laughry of Maryfield and Moosomin) were 
all in Manitoba or Saskatchewan, she and her 
parents came out in 1893. She had taken cour
ses in dressmaking and tailoring and had her 
own business in Markdale (Grey Co.) Ontario. 
As her health was failing, she needed a 
change of climate. She was dressmaker at 
the Indian Residential School at Elkhorn, for 
about two years, before getting married. 
Then I, the only child, arrived in March 
1899. When I was four, as I mentioned be
fore, we came to Arrow River. We lived on 
the Eagland place, (where afterwards Wil
liam Elliott's lived for years) for about three 
years. Then we bought a half section, the 
home quarter, being one mile north of 
Brighton school. This was virgin land, and 

we owne9 it for about 21 years. William Mc.
Gavin., who married one of the older Wiggin~, 
girls, Bernice, built our house for us. 

I attended Brighton school until I passed 
Grade 9. Then we moved to Crandall for two 
years, for high school. We returned for 
another eight years to Arrow River, and af
terwards we rented to Jimmie Still of Glen
lochar for three years and came to B.C., 
in 1925. At the end of that time, we traded 
our place with one of Gordon Maw's at 
Armstrong, B.C. We lived at Peachland, 
B.C., and a few months on Vancouver Is
land, before settling at Armstrong in 1929, 
the year I was married. Mother died of 
cancer at Armstrong in 1934, Father lived on 
there for a time and in Peachland for a while 
and· at Kelowna and Penticton, and finally a 
Vancouver hospital, where he died in 1948. 

To condense-
(1) My father was both a tenant and an owner, 
mostly the latter, for 21 years on our own 
~lace and rented three years, 
(2) Mixed farming - turkeys, geese, chick
ens, pigs, horses, cows, grain and potato
es. 
(3) First marketed eggs packed in grains, 
chop, bran, etc., and later in 12 dozen crat
ed to local stores, and later still in 30-
dozen crates. We shipped to Winnipeg. We 
had a lot of Leghorn hens. 

Rllttp.r WllS I'h'lrned in abarrel churn turned 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Bradford. 
Bride - their only daughter, Sarah. 
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by hand. Cream wasraise.d in l\ creamery can, 
1'lung in the well. Butter was packed into a wuo
den tub or crock and kept in a cool place, 
till it was filled, and then taken tolocal store. 
Later on, butter was made into pound prints, 
but I can remember rolls of butter even be
ing sold at store at times, too, usually wrap
ped in a linen napkin. Everyone, including 
storekeepers, had earthen floored cellars to 
keep things cool in and from freezing in 
winter. 

At first fowl were plucked and drawn, 
but later on, in the 20's I'd say, fowl missed 
a few feeds before killing, and were not 
drawn. Pigs were loaded into wagons (what 
a dreadful job!) and some cattle walked or 
were loaded in wagon or sleigh. Cattle and 
hog buyers came to the farm and said when 
to bring animals to stockyards. 

My father was Justice of the Peace and 
signed legal documents (free) for the district. 
I also remember people bringing him coyote 
skins and he would cut a bit off the ears 
and then they would apply for the b0unty. 

Father started the Boys and Girls Club, 
similar to the present 4-H. At first, children 
were given seed corn, potatoes and a setting 
of eggs. In the fall, a fair was held and prizes 
given. He was also a director and once pre
sident of the Agricultural Society fair at 
Miniota. Mother always showed bread, bis
cuits, etc. Father was a Weslyn Methodist 
in England and always helped with church 
and Sunday School wherever he lived. He 
started services at Brighton School and later 
on at Glenlochar school. otherwise, people 
would not have attended services, if farther 
to go, especially in horse and buggy days. 
He belonged to Crandall Orange Lodge. He 

The Dave Brown family. 

was also one of the pioneers in beekeeping 
at Arrow River. 

Memories - what wonderful entertainments, 
all local talent, we had. Both at school con
certs and at adult concerts, literary society 
meetings, and of course the fowl suppers. 
Sunday School picnics with homemake ice 
cream - made from real cream and eggs, 
the games and races we had, too also local 
ball and hockey teams. 

I certainly think making ones own amuse
ment was much better than T.V., and most 
modern movies. 

DAVID BROWN 

Mr. and Mrs. David Brown came from 
Wisconsin and settled in Virden, where their 
family attended school for a time. Then they 
moved to the Palmerston district. In the 
early days, Mr. Brown usedtodrivetoArrow 
River to curl. 

He raised a family of four boys, Davie, 
Gerald, Percy and Wilfred, and one daughter, 
May. May married Bob Beatty who was a 
blacksmith in Hamiota for some time. Three 
of the brothers Davie, Gerald and Percy 
married three Smith sisters, Sadie, Mary 
and Lilian, in that order. Mary passed away. 

Percy (deceased) was a mechanic in Ham
iota for a number of years, and two of his 
sons are well known to many, Lester Brown 
in construction work and Roy, the optome
trist in Virden. 

Davie and Gerald were great horse lovers. 
The story is told of Gerald driving in a cart 
race at Miniota. Another driver knocked 
the wheel off Gerlad's cart, but with grim 
determination, Gerald held those reins and 
dragged his racer to a stop. No one was 
hurt. 

Gerald was the son who took over the old 
home, marrying Elsie Ward in 1926. He often 
talked of his school days at Palmerston, 
where he walked to school five days of the 
week, walked back again on Saturday to play 
football, a sport he loved, and then back on 
Sunday for church service. Gerald and Elsie 
took an active interest in the social activi
ties of the Arrow River district, often driv
ing the eight miles to the hall or rink 
with a team and sleigh. Elsie was a familiar 
figure at the Women's Institute meetings and 
an active Red Cross worker and quilter. 
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They retired to Virden in 1946, where 
Gerald passed away in April 1964. At the time 
of writing, Mrs. Elsie Brown lives alone in 
her home in Virden. 

GEORGE BRUCE SR. 

by George F. Bruce 

George Bruce was born in Kerrimuir, For
farshire, Scotland, Dec. 3, 1873, where his 
father was a tenant farmer to the Earl of 
Airlie; grandfather of the present Lord 
Ogilvie. He was interested in sports and par
ticipated in the Highland Games on Caledon
ian Day. He was also a keen competitor in 
the Highland Dances, and recalled the many 
splendid Balls at the Earl of Airlie's resi
dence - Cortachy Castle. 

His interest in cattle and sheep had its 
start as a youth when he worked as a cattle
man for the Earl. He took a short veterin
arian course before coming to Canada. 

His marriage to Catherine Watson took 
placp. Sept. 11, 1902, at Arbroth, Forfu Scot
land, where she was born Sept. 23, 1876. 
Father left' for Canada in OctOber, 1902; 
and came to his brother Fred at Beulah, 
where he stayed until the spring of 1903, 
when he was hired to James Thompson, 
also of the Beulah district. He remained 
there for one year. Mother came to Canada 
that year (1903). In the spring of 1904 
they rented the Sparling farm which was la
ter purchased by the late Charles Smith, 
and is now owned by Charles Pierce. In 
1907 they fented the John Powell home
stead, now also owned by Charles Pierce. 
Finally in the spring of 1911 they purchased 
the west half of 24-14- 27, known as the 
Clyde farm. Here they resided the rest of 
their lives. 

Three children were born of this union; 
Mabel, who was born Aug. 24, 1904, and 
educated at the original Miniota school which 
was located on S.W. quarter of 18-14- 26, 
(the John Dickie farm), and at Sarahville 
school in Miniota. Mabel married Milt Shmaus 
and has two sons. They reside in Minnedo
sa. 

I was born Feb. 14, 1906, and was also ed
ucated at Miniota and Sarahville schools. I 
was married July 1, 1948 to Doris Penelton 
of Miniota. We have two daughters, Marilyn 
and Catherine. Edith, the third child, was 
born May 15, 1908, and educated at Sarah-

ville school. She attended Normal school in 
Brandon, and later taught at West Two 
Creeks, and at several pOints in Saskatche
wan. She married Jolm Glendenning of Vir
den, and they have one daughter. They re
sided in Winnipeg. Jack passed away in 1954. 
Since his death Edith has returned to the 
teaching profession. 

Both Dad and Mother passed away in 1960 
- Mother on July 28, and Dad on August 5. 

GEORGE FREDERICK BRUCE 

I George Frederick Bruce was born Feb. 
14: 1906 on the John Powell homestead inthe 
Beulah district. We moved to the Clyde farm 
24-14- 27, north of Miniota in 1911. I went to 
the original Miniota school on the southwest 
quarter of J olm Dickie's farm for a few 
months, and when it was closed we were 
transferred to Sarahville school in Miniota. 

On leaving school I farmed with my father. 
This was done with horses until the late 
forties, when we purchased our first tractor, 
a Jolm Deere, from Cecil Wythe, who had 
the business now owned by Weins Brothers. 
With my father still having a great interest 
in cattle, we kept an average herd. I took 
over the farm in 1950. 

I was married to the former Doris Pen
elton on July 1. 1948 ltt Birtle, Man. We 
have two daughters, Marilyn and Catherine. 
We now live in Miniotabut I still own and farm 
the home place. 

HERMAN BRUCE 

We came from Winnipeg to Miniota in May 
1959, and I operated a barber shopwhichwas 
known as "Herman's Barber Shop," and a 
pool room. 

We had three children, Lana, Leta and Ro
bert, and we lived in the former JackWalker 
house, 

We left Miniota and moved to Carman 
in August 1960. 

PAUL AND EUZABETH BRYANT 

,Paul and Elizabeth Bryant, the parents of 
Silas, Walter, George, James and Alice came 
t~ Canada in the year 1888. They came 
dIrectly to Parkissimo via Birtle, tothehome 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jolm Reynolds. Mrs. Bryant 
and Mr. ReynQlds were brother and sister. 
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Paul Bryant operated the ferry over the 
Assiniboine River situated onN. E. 26-13-27. 
During this period they lived in a house 
provided for the ferryman at the ferry 
crossing. On occasion he drove the mail 
from Parkissimo, Arrow River, Blaris, Isa
bella and Orwold, 'Now Decker' . 

Paul Bryant died on August 4th, 1905 at 
the age of 69 years. 

Elizabeth Bryant died on November 10th, 
1904 at the age of 69. 

They are both at rest in the Arrow River 
Cemetery. 

SILAS CHARLES BRYANT 

Silas Charles Bryant was born in Ashwell, 
Hertfordshire, England on December 17th, 
1870. He came to Canada in the year 1888, 
arriving by train with his mother and father, 
Paul and Elizabeth Bryant. They got off the 
train at Birtle and went to Walter Bryant's 
in the Parkissimo district. Walter, a brother 
of Silas, had come to Canada the previous 
year. 

Prior to homesteading on his own, Silas 
Bryant worked for a short time for a Mr. 
Irwin on Sec. S.E. 13-14-27, and later for 
Reg. Power who lived on Sec. S. E. 34-13-27. 

In the fall of 1889 following a very dry 
year Silas took Power's cattle overland via 
Millwood, up the Assiniboinc to Langenburg, 
Sask.< where there was a fair supply of feed., 
He stayed there i.hrough the winter of 1889,. 
When he returned in the spring he took up 
a homestead on S. E. 30-13- 26 in April of 
1~90. 

Mr. and Mrs. Silas Chas. Bryant. 

His original buildings were log with sod 
roofs but' he and his brother Walter soon 
built a lime kiln on Sec. S.E. 30-13-26 in 
which they burnt lime to build more permanent 
homes of mortar and stone. These still1?tand. 
While fulfilling the requirements for filing 
a homestead he still worked for Reg and his 
brother H. M. Power. While working for H. M. 
Power he operated the first binder purchased 
by Power in 1883. !twas a McCormick Binder. 

Most of the earlier social life for this 
district centered around the big barn onS. E. 
1-13-27 on what was the th e Sir James 
Rankin Immigration estate. H. M. Power was 
the representative and farm manager in 
Canada for Sir James Rankin who was the 
chairman of the immigration committee of 
the British House of Commons. He personally 
financed and established colonies in Two 
Creeks, Moo<:omin and Whitewood areas. 

Among earlier forms of entertainment were 
football, curling, debating societies, snow
shoe clubs, cricket, etc. in all of which Silas 
took an active part. He also had a part in 
the formation of the first Sarahville School. 
He was an active member of the Macabees 
Lodge and later the Sons of England. 

Edith Amy Ort! was born was born on July 
28th, 1877 at Camberwell, London, England 
and came to Canada on the Allan Line R. M. S. 
Tunisian in April, 1905. Silas Bryant and Edith 
Amy Ortt were married on July 26th, 1905 
by Robert Bailey, Clanwilliam, Man. 

They had five sons and one daughter. 
Charles R. born May 16th, 1906, Reginald 
C. born Sept. 12th, 1907, Fred R. born 
March 3rd, 1912, Leslie G. born April 16th, 
1916, Leonard J. born August 3rd, 1917 and 
Winnie born May 31st, 1909, who is Mrs. 
Wm. Morgan of Beulah, Man. 

Silas owned N. E. quarter 21-13-26 and 
traded to Frank McQuay for N. E. quarter 
of 24-13-27 and S. E. quarter of 25-13-27. 

Mrs. Bryant died on Jan. 1st, 1951 at the 
age of 74 years. She was of the Anglican 
faith and the service was conducted by Rev. 
B, 0, Whitfield. She was laid to rest in the 
Miniota Cemetery. 

Silas Bryant passed away on August 7th, 
1952 at the age of 82. He was buried in the 
Miniota Cemetery, the service being con
ducted by Rev. P. A. Moore of Holy Trinity 
and Rev. K, Moffat of the United Church. 
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Bryant Bros: Leonard, Charlie, Les, Fred, 
Bill Morgan (brother-in-law). Reg. 

CHARLES RICHARD BRYANT 

Charles Richard Bryant was born on May 
16th, 1906, the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Silas Charles Bryant. He has always been 
connected with farming but found time to do 
considerable carpenter work, which included 
air field construction during World War II, 
and bridge building in Virden and Miniota. 

He took an active part in baseball and is 
keenly interested in all sports. He was an 
active member of the Sons of England Lodge. 

Charles started farming on his own in 1935 
on N. W. 24-13-27. This land was formerly 
owned by Harry Turner who at one time 
operated a brick factory on this quarter. 
The first rifle range for the early Miniota 
Gun Club was situated on N. E. 24-13- 27 . 

Charles now owns Pt. E. of River of S.E. 
26-13- 27 , . Pt. 2-13- 27, N. half 9-13- 27 bought 
from municipality in 1960. 

Charles lives on the S. W. 19-13-26 which 
was the original pre-emption of his uncle 
Walter Bryant. It was sold to Frank Tyler 
and owned for a number of years by C. M. 
Goodwin. Charles bought the land in 1943 and 
butU his house in 1944. 

Charles R. Bryant and Minnie Gouldsbor
ough, oldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. 
Gouldsborough were married in Ochre River 
on Dec. 25th, 1936 by Rev. Donogh. They have 
three son", Leslie Charles born Nov. 30th, 
1942, Terrance Wayne born May 13th, 1946 
and Jackie Lyle born August 8th, _ 1954. 

REG C. BRYANT 

I was born on Septembe r 12, 1907, to Silas 
and Edith Bryant on their homestead, the S.E. 
1/4 of 30-13- 26 adjoining the farm on which 
I now reside. This was originally my Uncle 
Walter's homestead, namely the S. W. 1/4 
of 30-13- 26. 

I was educated at Miniota Consolidated 
School, and was taken to school in a horse 
drawn van with no stove, and only a sheep
skin on the floor for warmth. At the age of 
fourteen I left school and accompanied my 
Uncle Will and Aunt Eva Ortt in a Model T 
Ford car, to his farm in Chilliwack,· B. C. 
I worked there for seven months, and then 
I worked for a family named Davis for nine 
months. 

In the fall of 1922, I returned home. 
Finding such a scarcity of jobs, I worked 
for awhile helping on farms, then on the 
railroad, and I helped to put the Hydro 
through from Miniota to Birtle and to Decker 
in the year 1935. The Hydro hired me on with 
my team of horses to string the first wire 
from Miniota to Birtle, and from Beulah to 
Decker. In 1929 I rented the quarter section 
on which Lloyd Oliver now lives, from Mr. 
Fraser, a retired Miniota farmer. In 1931 I 
bought the S. E. 1/4 of 24- 13- 27 from Archie 
Bisset i, and in the fall of 1938 I rented the 
-farm on which I now live. 

On October 19, 1938 I married Muriel May 
Barrett of Miniota, who was born April 11, 
191ti in the Crandall District. We were 
married in St. Mary's Church in Virden, by 
Rev _ Landon, and took up residence on this 
farm. In 1946 we bought the farm from the 
former owners, Mr. John Spalding and Mr. 
Wm. Hodneti. We have five children; Robert, 
married with three children, and living in 
the old home on this quarter; Eleanor, now 
Mrs. Bill Cameron, .with two children, and 
living in Pilot Mound; Ronald is married and 
living in Miniota; Donna, now Mrs. George 
Wilkins, has two children and lives in Virden, 
Man., and Faye who is living at home. 

With the birth of my son's children, the old 
homestead has now seen five generations, 
JI'lmely - my Grandparents, wlio Kept house 
for my Uncle, Walter Bryant. myself. myso~, 
and now my three grandchildren. Like other 
farmers, we have seen drought, hail, army 
worms and floods take the crops, but there 
have always been the good years too. 
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This horne stead was originally worked with 
a team of oxen, later with horses, and at the 
present time by tractor. When I first took 
over the farm there was an old stone milk 
house in which I can remember my aunt 
and uncle setting out milk in pans, and 
skimming the cream off the top of it, to be 
saved and churned in a dash churn. This was 
made· into pound prints of butter, and these 
along with the eggs were taken to the locai 
.!l1ll~hant.sand traded for groceries. 

I can recall when I was about five years 
old, going with my father, Silas Bryant and 
his hired man, to where the present gravel 
pit now is, and watching them stripping the 
top soil off. It was done with a large grader 
pulled by fourteen mules, in order to get the 
pure gravel beneath. 

The sports days and picnics used to be 
held on the land now owned by Jack Wythe. 
It was then known as "Happy Land" . 

My father told me of an incident in their 
early years of farming; how the surrounding 
farmers hauled. all their sheaves, which 
weren't many, into this yard (my presentfarm; 
to be threshed by horse powered threshers. 
One year my uncle seeded wheat which was 
touched by frost,. and in return got only the 
same amount back. The grain at that time 
was bagged and taken to Elkhorn by team. 

LESLIE GEORGE BRYANT 

"Les" was born on the home farm, S.E. 
quarter of 30-13- 26, son of Silas Bryant. 
He received his education in Miniota and in 
1939 he joined the Services ser~ing as 
sergeant in England, France Holland Bel
gium, Germany and Italy. He'was menhoned 
in dispatches for distinguished service. He 
arrived home in 1945, and purchased the home 
farm. He married Maude Dickie in 1946. 
They have five children; Kenneth Rae, born 
August 28, 1947; Sharon Lynne, born Sept
ember 22, 1949; Edward Leslie, born March 
24, 1960, and twin girls, Marlene Lois and 
Myrna Louise, born February 20, 1962. 

Ken attended the Manitoba Institute of 
Technology in Brandon and at present is 
employed at Shoal Lake, Man. Sharon is 
taking her Grade XI in Miniota High School, 
and has taken honors in sports and 4-H. 

LEONARD BRYANT 

The Canadian North West Land Company 
first owned this farm, the south half of 
25-13- 27. The first record dates back to 1885. 
They remained in possession until 1892when 
Susan Gamble is listed as owner of the S. E. 
1/4 and 1. C. Aikens the S. W. 1/4. They 
evident ally dropped ownership as in 1885 
George E. Mellor bought the S. E. 1/4 from 
the North West Land Company. In 1902 Mr. 
Mellor sold out to F. O. McQuay. who worked 
the land but did not live here. About 1906, 
so the story goes, my father, Silas Bryant, 
who owned the N. E. 1/4 of 21-13-26 traded 
Mr. McQuay that quarter for this south-east 
1/4 of 25-13- 27 as a matter of convenience 
for each. Dad moved the two buildings from 
this farm to Miniota. They are the present 
homes of Mrs. Foster and Mr. Bud Barrett. 

In March 1944, I, Leonard Bryant married 
Elsie Barrett. We lived on the home farm. 
In 1946 I bought the S. W. quarter of 25-13-
27 from the municipality. In May of that year 
my wife Elsie died when my daughter Judith 
was born. 

In 1947 Dad gave me this quarter. I built 
a home here and in 1948 moved over with 
my daughter, Judy. I hired a Mrs. Drake of 
Moore Park as housekeeper. Edith Gunson 
of Crandall was here for a short time after 
Mrs. Drake. Then Miss Rhoda Robertson of 
Treherne worked for me until my marriage 
in July, 1950 to Norma Handford of Snow
flake, Man. 

Our son, Stanley was born in December 
1951. We spent twoyears, 1954-56 in Brandon 
returning to the farm in July 1956. Sheila, 
our daughter was born in July, 1957. 

In 1960 when Highway 83 was paved, gravel 
was discovered on the home quarter and was 
and is used on local highways. 

In February of 1965, Judy left school in 
Miniota to attend Success Business College. 
She completed her course in Jan. 1966 andis 
at present employed as a stenographer for 
Wash: furniture and appliance store in Van
couver. 
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WALTER JOHN BRYANT 

Walter John Bryant was born in Ashwell, 
Hertfordshire, England in the year 1865. 
During his early life he was in the British 
Army. He came to Canada via Birtle in the 
year 1887 to the home of his uncle and aunt, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Reynolds. 

Annie Selwood was born in Georgetown, 
Ont. in 1873 and came to Parkissimo, via 
Elkhorn to her uncle, Jim Selwood in 1892. 

Walter Bryant married Annie E. Selwood 
on November 15, 1893. They were married 
by Rev. John McArthur, the Presbyterian 
Minister. 

Previous to their marriage Walter home
steaded on S. W. 30-13-26 and took up S. W. 
19-13··26 as a pre-emption in the year 1888. 

Walter Bryant took an active part in all 
early pioneer activities. He was a truste.e 
of Sarahville School from January 1897 untIl 
1900. He was very active in all sports, being 
a member of Manitoba's first baseball team, 
playing first base position. Players played 
without gloves for protection. He was also a 
member of Parkissimo's first football team. 
During one game with Arrow River Club in 
May 1900 he suffered a compound fracture 
of his leg. Dr. Goodwin of Elkhorn was sent 
for via horseback and the leg was set some 
four hours later without the aid of anesthetic. 
During his convalescence he and his wife 
made a trip back to England and were able 
to view Queen Victoria's funeral in January, 
1901. 

Mrs. W'alter Bryant was first president 
of the Ladies Aid. She and her husband were 
very active in church life, Presbyterian and 
finally United Church. Walter on occasion, 
in the absence of the minister took the 
services. 

During the year 1902 Walter took charge 
of pure bred horses at Indian Head under 
Supt. Angus McKie. During their livesWalter 
and Annie made 3 trips to B. C. They built 
a home and lived in Sacramento, Cal., lived 
a short while in Moosomin. Sask .. , and 
finally moved to Boissevain, Man. where they 
lived from the years 1920-1948. 

Walter Bryant died in Boissevain on June 
16th, 1946 and is buried in the Boissevain 
Cemetery. He was in his 79th year. Annie 
Bryant died in Brandon August 2nd, 1964 

'Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bryant. Homesteaded 
on S.W .30·13·26 W1. 

at the age of 91 years and is buried in the 
Boissevain Ce mete ry. 

PETER WILLIAM BURR 

by his wife, Laurel 

Peter William Burr was born November 
1, 1931, in Virden hospital. There is nothing 
extraordinary about being born in a hospital, 
but Peter was the youngest of a family of 
five, the others all having been born at home. 
Peter lived at home until 1951, then he went 
to Rosetown, Saskatchewan to work. He 
returned in 1956, and in 1960 married me, 
Laurel Alice Gunson. 

I was an Arrow River girl, having been 
born here in 1942, and having attended Arrow 
River school. Peter and I lived in Lenore 
from 1960 to 1963, then came to Arrow 
River. We bought the home that we now live 
in, from Mrs. Wilbur Jory of Crystal City, 
(formerly Grace Sutherland). 

The crabapple tree, beautiful with blooms 
every spring, the lovely rose bush and shrubs 
planted in our garden by Mrs. Jory remind 
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us of this lady's love of the beauty of 
flowers for which she will long be remem
bered. 

We ha lIe three children, Sherry Lynn, 
born November 2, 1960, Robert Neil, born 
May 13, 1962 and David Allen, born May 
23, 1965. All the children are pre-school 
at time of writing. 

THE STORY OF THE FARM 
HOME OF PETER CAMERON 

by Peter Cameron 
SE. 18-14-27 

In 1882, my father, John Cameron, his 
brother and four other men left Stratford 
Ontario by train and came west to Brando~ 
which was as far west as the railway went 
at that time. The six men then walked from 
Brandon to the present town of Arcola, Sask. 
and selected homesteads. They then trekked 
back to Brandon and by rail back to Ontario. 
By the time they had their belongings brought 
out here later in 1882 the railroad had been 
extended as far west as Moosomin, Sask. So 
they got that much closer to their homestead 
by train. They still' had Sixty miles to go 
from Moosomin which was a three day trip 
each way by ox team. 

In 1889 the family moved by team and wagon 
from Arcola to Fleming, Sask. where they 
farmed for three years. 

In 1892 my father, mother, older brother 
Jack and sister Elizabeth moved from Flem~ 
ing to our present home farm, which they 
homesteaded. Flkhorn the closest town was 
eighteen miles away. Butter and eggs ~ere 
taken to Elkhorn and traded for groceries. 
Any livestock to be sold had to be driven 
on foot this same distance. The first house 
the family built was an 18 by 12 log cabin 
which remained standing until 1936 when I 
tore it down. It was in this log cabin in 
1894 that I was born and later my younger 
sister Jessie was born there. The first 
barn was a log one with a sod stable built 
later for the catlle. In the winter of 1902 
the snow drifted completely over the sod 
stable. A hole was cut in the roof in order 
to get in to the cattle. F or about a week the 
cattle lived on snow and oats. 

In 1900 the town of Miniota came into 
existence. We considered this quite an im
provement over going to Elkhorn as it was 
only ten miles to Miniota. With no trees on 
the plains at that time we could see the 

buildings in Miniota right from home. The 
cattle could be seen easily right to the 
valley, a distance of 2 and a half to 3 miles. 
This was quite a good thing as there were 
still no fences and they roamed as they 
pleased. 

In 1900 another big event took place in 
our lives. Wynona school was built and 
opened. Miss Jean Craig was my first teach
er. I got all my education here and later on 
my seven children all attended Wynona until 
it was closed and the children taken to 
Miniota. My father was one of the first 
trustees of Wynona School. 

In 1901, a huge prairie fire started near 
McAuley and burned its way almost to 
Virden. We protected our buildings by plowing 
fire guards. A strange incident I remember 
of this fire was that a hay stack we had out 
on the plains with no fire guards around it, 
wasn't burned, although the fire had burned 
completely all around it. It is believed that 
the back draft saved it. 

From 1901-1903 my father was a councillor 
at Miniota. In 1903 we built a one and a 
half story concrete house. We lived in this 
house until June, 1947 when it burned down. 
We built our present home that fall and the 
next spring. In the winte r of 1947 and 48 
we lived in a large granary which we fixed 
up. The lumber for much of our present 
home came from Learn's Hotel in Miniota 
when it was sold. 

In 1904 we started building a 32 by 64 
barn. This served us from 1904 until 1962 
when we tore it down and built a smaller 
stable. During a bad storm my father was 
coming from Miniota with the team and a load 
of lumber for the barn, when he was struck 
by lightning and was killed. After my father' s· 
death, my mother and the family carried on 
with the farm. My mother died of a stroke 
in 1919. 

In 1908 my elder sister Elizabeth married 
Jim Penelton and in 1923 my younger sister 
Jessie married Ted Rowan. In 1929 I married 
Mary Walker and we still lived on in the 
same house my parents had built. 

In 1920 I bought my first car, which of 
course was a Model T. Ford. 

Although I am now past 71 years I have 
lived on this same farm since I was born. 
About two and a half miles from my home 
is where my best friend and school pal, 
Ivor Waldie lives. He also has lived all his 
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life on the same farm where he was born. 
With good luck and good health we both hope 
for many years yet of living on our fathers' 
homesteads. 

I am now the only one living of our family 
of four. My own family of 4 girls and 3 
boys are situated thus; two sons, Donald and 
Glen are at home with us and our third son, 
Allan works in the Cominco Plant in Trail, 
B. C. Of our daughters, Margaret, Mrs. Wm. 
Leary lives just west of us and has two 
children; Edith, Mrs. McBean lives in Win
nipeg; Grace, Mrs. Crawford lives in Van
couver and has two children; Eleanor, Mrs. 
Cousins lives in Willen and has one daughter. 

DAVID JOHN CAMPBELL 

by Mrs. E. G. Massey 

My father, David John Campbell, came to 
Miniota from Kingston, Ontario in 1885, one 
of the first settlers. He homesteaded "Silver 
Bend", our home, two and one half miles 
north west of Miniota. 

People have told me it was called" Liberty 
Hall" because everyone was always welcome 
day or night. Indians going and coming from 
the reserve always stopped at our farm to 
water the horses and came in for tea, always 
wrapping up any cake or cookies to take 
with them. 

I think my father at one time owned the 
Palace Hotel, which was .situated on Main 
Street, and burned down at the time of the 
big fire. 

My mother, Annie Bell, came out from 
Forfar, Scotland in the early 1900' s and 
married my father soon afterwards. I was 
their only child, Gertrude Mary. 

My father died on Jan. 25th, 1917. My mother 
married Mr. Ronald Christie McLeod and 
they left Miniota in 1920. My mother died 
on August 21st, 1944. R. C. MacLeod died 
in Brandon, August 10th, 1952. 

ERNEST CARNEGIE 

I was born in a gamekeeper's cottage 
on the 8th of November, 1886, at Cortachy, 
about five miles north of Kirriemuir, Angus, 
and at the south end of Glen Clove, and my 
wife was born in a blacksmith's cottage 

at Cairnhill, Kincardineshire, on the 2nd 
of December, 1886, where her father oper
ated a blacksmith's business. 

My father was head gamekeeper on the 
estate of Lord Airlie and Cortachy Castle 
was where the Airlies resided. My mother 
was a Campbell, born in the gamekeeper's 
cottage at Scond Palace in Perth shire , where 
her father was head gamekeeper. My father 
worked there until he got the position at 
Cortachy. I attended the local school at 
Cortachy, until I was fourteen and then two 
years at the high school in Kirriemuir com
pleted my education. Some of the children 
attending the local school, walked six miles 
to school and home again after four o'clock, 
summer and winter. Now, there are few to 
pick up in the school vans. 

My wife attended the local at Cairnhill 
and thanks to her winning a bursary, she 
was able to complete her education at the 
Church of Scotland Training School in Aber
deen. Her first school at the age of 19, 
was at the Braes o'Coul as an ex-pupil 
teacher, at a salary of 50 pounds a year, 
about $200.00. Then after passing her teach
er's exam, she moved to Cortachy as a 
certified teacher, at a salary of 70 pounds 
a year, about $280.00, and there taught for 
four years. 

At that time, the young people depended 
on the bicycle for transportation, while 
farmers used a light horse and dogcart seated 
for four, back to back, six if they were very 
well acquainted. There were few motor 
cars and mostly owned by shooting tenants 
and landed proprietors. 

A friend of my father, home on a holiday 
from the United States, visited us at Cortachy 
and I decided to go with him to the States, 
to visit my uncle and then to journey on to 
Canada. I booked my passage on the Lusit
ani a, which was later torpedoed and sunk by 
the Germans, off the coast of Ireland. Event
ually, I landed in Miniota, and got a farm 
in the fall of 1911. I wrote to the school 
marm and she arrived in Winnipeg, where 
we were married in July, 1912. We had four 
horses, one cow and lots of work, so we 
hadn't time to get homesick. Our shanty was 
12X20, not very big, but we were just as 
happy as though we had a big mansion. I 
had heard about breechy cows since I landed 
in the west, but the cow we had was an 
acrobat. I got a poke from a neighbour and 
dressed- the cow with it, but she discarded 
it. I got another and tied a piece of tin over 
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ner eyes, but she must have had an extra 
eye somewhere for it never bothered her. 
I tried several other devices, all guaranteed, 
but she beat them all. I couldn't keep her 
inside the pasture fence, so in despair I 
sold her. 

Bill, our eldest son, was born in 1913 
and :Con came along a year later. I spent 
seven weeks in hospital in Winnipeg. The 
doctor warned me not to do any heavy work 
for two years. However, men were scarce 
and I had to get the crop off, so I cut and 
stacked it with the help of one man. One 
evening a storm blew up and in the morning 
I noticed that the C. N. R. bridge over the 
Minniwasta creek had been blown down. I 
had part of my crop stacked and threshed 
for which we were very thankful, as the 
hail cleaned up about half of what was left 
in the stooks. I found some of the sheaves 
in the Minniwasta Creek where they had been 
carried by the wind, over a half mile. 

However, in spite of a breechy cow, sick
ness, hail storms and more notes on mach
inery than it seemed we would ever be able 
to payoff, we never thought of quitting, but 
just took whatever came along in the way of 
adversity and kept going. At that time, my 
wife played the violin, and as Bill got older 
he got some help from her and was soon 
playing. The piano came along a few years 
later, and we had lots of music. About this 

time, we built a house, but it wasn't satis
factory, also a barn which was a big im
provement on the old stable which was burned 
down. 

When Bill anrJ. Don were a.round 12 years old, 
they got the idea'to play the bagpipes aRQ 
made very good progress. We had a concert 
almost every night and the boys got to singing 
Harry Lauder's songs and we taught them the 
Highland dances, in which the girls took 
part. We then put on concerts in different 
places and neighbours began to see there was 
as good local talant as could be found 
anywhere. Maybe we helped a little; let's 
hope so. 

The 30' s were tough years. Poor crops and 
poor prices put some farmers out of business. 
Bill and Don had both left home and had been 
working at various jobs, so Bob and Jim 
had to take their places at home. Bob had 
made remarkable progress with the bagpipes 
and Jim interested himself in a kettle drum. 
We played at field days, fairs and sports 
days and competed at some of the Caledonian 
Sports. 

Meantime, Jean, our oldest girl who was 
working in Winnipeg, took a course in short
hand and typing at night school and eventually 
got a job in Ottawa with the government. 
Effie landed in Calgary and got employment 

Pipe Band playing at Le Pas. 
Murray Carnegie, Bill Carnegie, Don Carnegie, Mr. E. Carnegie, Jim Carnegie. 
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in the C. P. F. Palisser Hotel where she holds 
a responsible position. 

War clouds we re gathe ring over Europe, and 
hopes for a peace settlement were about 
lost. Bill had come home to help with the 
large farm we had rented. Don had landed in 
Vancouver Island and was operating a service 
station, where Bob had joined him. Bill was 
the first to enlist and, due to the fact that 
he had gone to college and had received his 
diploma for creamery work, he was eligible 
for enlistment in the Signal Corps. Don gave 
up business on the Island and enlisted in the 
Navy, and Bob came back home. After Mary 
finished her grade 12, she enlisted in the Air 
Force. 

We then decided to quit the farm. Betty, 
our last girl at home, agreed to help us if 
we would get a store, a cafe or some other 
business, so we sold out our stock and equip
ment and moved to the store in Arrow River. 
Now, . it was Bob's turn and he enli?ted in 
the AIr Force. He made many bombmg ex
peditions with the Tiger Squadron over Ger
many, and flew his last flight on January 12-13, 
1945. His body is buried in the Soldier's plot 
at Abenraa, Denmark, along with about 300 of 
his comrades. Ten years ago, my wife and I 
journeyed to Abenraa to see his grave. 
Abenraa was a little old-fashioned town with 
narrow winding streets, and built on a hill
side. The cemetery was lovely with built up 
rockeries and a profusion of flowers growing 
on them. 

Betty was .popular in the store and we did 
a good business, but she figured she needed 
more education, so she went to Winnipeg and 
took a stenographic course. She got employ
ment in a jeweller's shop·there. Later, she 
went to Vancouver, where she worked in the 
Clinic, and then back to Vancouver where she 
worked with the school board. There she got 
the idea to become a teacher. So she began 
to study. She went to evening classes and later 
went two years to University. Now Betty is 
teaching Grade 6 class in McBride school in 
Vancouver. 

.Jim and Murray have had several jobs and 
JIm came home to help in the store and 
r~n the post office. Both boys are married. 
JIm operates the Solo store in Virden and 
Murray works for Imperial Oil in Hamiota. 
He and Janice have two little girls, and Jim 
and Jean have a fine little bOY, Cameron. 

Mary, (Mrs. George Wilson), worked with 

the Investors' Syndicate in Vancouver, and 
then married George Wilson, who is a 
government inspector of vegetables. They. 
live in Kelowna, and have two little girls! 

Bill and Mabel have twin boys and onE! 
pretty girl, just like her mother. Don and 
Thelma have five husky boys and three 
bonnie lassies. Their address: Carnegies 
B. A. Service Station, The Pas, Manitoba. 

And, so we come to the end of our list. 
We are now retired and I have nothing to do 
but tend a small garden and play my pipes, 
and at odd times gossip with some old Scots 
that I've met up with. I could write some 
more about Arrow River, such as the night -
I think it was New Year's night or morning -
when about half a dozen wild Irishmen got 
me out of bed and made me play my pipes 
while they marched around town. I counted 
fourteen of them, but they told me there were 
only six, and it's poor policy to argue with 
and Irishman at certain times, especially 
when there are six of them, or was it 
fourteen? I hae me doots, because one of 
these same Irishmen asked me who the other 
two pipers were that were playing with me the 
other night. 

On leaving Arrow River, we spent three 
very pleasant years in Crandall. Now we live 
in Virden. The years have made many 
changes,. with even the clothes people wear 
being SOmewhat different. Young men wear 
plints ?o tight. I wonder ho.w .. tMY get their 
.1eet tnrough the legs of them. And the girls, 
Lord blesS th~m, wear skirts tha:( remind 
me of Nannie, the witch. in Robbie Burns' 
"Tam O'Shanter', quote: "Jier cutty sark 
01 paisely harm which as a lassie she had 
worn, in longitude was sorely scanty, it 
was her best and she was vantie." 

There has been no change in the costume 
of the Highlander. It is hard to say what would 
happeD if the longitude of the kilt were changed 
to the same extent as the ladies' skirts. 

Many of the old neighbours we used to 
know when we lived on the Uno plains, have 
passed on, and our three score and ten years 
are long gone, but my wife and I are still 
able to play the pipes and the piano, and do 
a few chores. We now live in a small cottage 
in Virden, where we enjoy all the modern 
conveniences and have the children come to 
see us. They never forget us at Christmas 
time, or Mother's or Father's day, and we 
are thankful to'have our own little home and 
all we need. So ends our little contribution 
to your old times memoirs. 
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JIM CARNEGIE 

Jim Carnegie was the fourth son of Mr. and
Mrs. E. Carnegie. He was born at Uno, Man
itoba, in April 1929. Jim received his educa
tion at Beulah, Arrow River, Miniota and 
Crandall schools. In 1941 the family moved 
to Arrow River, where Mr. Carnegie oper
ated the local store. After leaving school, 
Jim remained at home, helping in the store. 

He was a member of the Arrow River 
ball club and active in community activities. 
In May, 1956, he was employed by the British 
American Oil Company and went to work in 
Shoal Lake. In October, 1956, he was trans
ferred to Flin Flon, Man., returning briefly 
to marry Jean Douglas on December 1 of 
the same year. In February, 1957, havingta
ken a wife, he was forced to look for a job 
with higher wages due to the high cost of 
living in the North. He was then employed 
by the Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Co. 
and worked underground until December 
1957, when he returned to Arrow River to 
take over the Post Office and once again 
help in the store. 

In August, 1961, upon the retirement of hIS 
lather, Jim and family moved to Rivers, 
Man., where be was employed in the depart
ment store ot Mr. ,I. McKenzie, until June, 
1963, when he purchased a grocery business 
in Virden, Man. 

Jean was the youngest daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Douglas of Crandall, now 
of Miniota. She received her education in 
Palmerston, and Crandall schools. Follow
ing this, she entered Brandon General Hos
pital for nurses' training and graduated in 
1954, a Registered Nurse. She worked in 
hospitals in Brandon, Bermuda, Hamiota, 
Flin Flon (clinic) and now does part time 
work in the local hospital in Virden. There 
is one son, Cameron, born May 22, 1962, a 
daughter, Betty Jean, born May 6, 1960, 
died September 24, 1961, a victim of cancer, 
and two sons born January 2, 1959 and April 
30, 1964, were both still born. Jim is a faith
ful member of the 26th Field Regiment Pipe 
Band of Brandon. 

REV. A. D. CASKEY 

by Mrs. W. G. Robinson 

Rev. A. D. Caskey came from Ontario in 
1882, and settled with his father, mother and 
family north west of Portage la Prairie. He 
began studying for the ministry in his youth' 
then he left it and began farming. In 1906 
or 1907 to 1911 Uncle Andrew and his wife 
and family lived in Red Deer, Alberta. He 
then retu:ned to Portage Plains, and contin
ued farmmg. Later he resumed his studies 
for the ministry, and graduated in 1927 or 28.-

He served pastorates at Tilston, Stockton 
McAuly, Edwin, Miniota, Helston, and retired 
in Gladstone in 1951. He lived until 1963; the 
last few years being spent in the Osborne 
Home in Neepawa. 

Aunt Carrie, (his wife) passed on in 1953. 
The f~mily - Gladys (Mrs. Royal), lives in 
DetrOIt; Norman, in Hamilton; Reginald in 
Montreal, and William in Portage la Prairie. 

HARRY CASTLE 

- A. H. Castle came from the town of Witney 
Oxon, England in 1906. He went to Battleford 
and filed on a homestead 90 miles south, 
where he farmed until 1917. 

He then came to Miniota to sec. 7 tnsp. 13 
range 26, but moved several times until he 
finally located at his present location of 
Sec. 14, Tsp. 13, R27. 

He married Oliva Nygaard in 1924. Son 
John now operates the farm. 

DR. ROBERT KENNEDY 
CHALMERS, 

Robert K. Chalmers was born on June 21 
1872, on the farm of James and Agnes(Faul~ 
kner) Chalmers. He was educated at Palmer
ston Public School, and one year at Harrison 
~igh Scho~l, after which he came to Hay
fIeld, Mamtoba to help his three brothers 
with their harvest. He then went to Brandon 
Collegiate, and from there to Manitoba Uni
versity. He taught summer schools tofinance 
his way through university - graduating in 
1899. 

For a short time he practiced at Beulah 
in the Haynter house, coming to Miniota in 
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1900, where he practiced in the Fraser 
House, now owned by Fred Bryant. He built 
his drug store in 1903, built oflime and sand. 

In December 1903 he married Mary Eliza
beth Rowan in the Methodist Church. Char
lie Warren's arrival kept the guests on 
edge, but the Doctor arrived in time for his 
wedding. Dr. and Mrs. Chalmers made their 
home above the drug store for sOme time. 
Later the Doctor bought the. old Sarahville 
schoolhouse which had been removed from 
the vicinity ofthe Hanlin home, and which he 
had remodelled and made into a home. 

Of this marriage there were four sons and 
two daughters, of "Which two sons and one 
daughter died in infancy. Mrs. Chalmer~ 
passed away suddenly in Brandon Hospital in 
1918. 

He often spoke of his first call to an 
obstetrical case. His drugs had not arrived, 
and he went armed with a bottle of carbolic 
acid and his .hypodermic syringe - but no 
drugs and no anaesthetic. He said that he 
had been told that often a hypo of sterile 
water, given with a prayer had the desired 
effect - it had! 

The Doctor also often told of the time he 
was going on a maternity call when he had 
Mrs. (has. Craig along as midwife. As he 
was crossing the railroad, the horses broke 
away and left Mrs. Craig and him sitting on 
the track. The horses ran up the road about 
a mile, then turned around and came back. 
When they turned out to pass the cutter 
the Doctor stopped them, hitched them to the 
cutter and went on to the case. 

I (Hazen) remember the only time I heard 
him use a cuss word. It was when his stable 
caught fire, and he told me the "damn" 
stable was on fire. 

I also remember making many trips to the 
Indian Reserve with him, both day and night. 
Had he not known the Reserve like the palm 
of his hand, we would have been lost many 
times. At the time of his death, one of the old 
Indians remarked, "Whatever will we do 
now?" I think that was one of the finest 
tributes that could be paid to him. 

Une thing that impressed me of his skm 
was the time he treated Percy Iles for face 
burns. I remember helping him, and when 
he was finished treating Percy, he asked me 
to get the team and cutter and take Percy 
home: but Percy, whose face was all handag-

ed, said, "No, if you will get someone to 
guide me home, I'll be all right." 

In 1920 Dr. Chalmers married Miss Mary 
E. Taylor of Miniota, who was a nurse, and 
who with the help of her mother, operated a 
small hospital during 1919 and 1920. Later, 
during the 1940's, Doctor and Mrs. Chalmers 
operated a nursing home in their own home. 

Dr. (halmerswas a member of the Manitoba 
Medical Association. He was made an honor
ary member of the Physician's and Surgeon's 
Association in 1917. He was coroner at the 
time of his deaHI. 

He was a member of the I.O.O.F. for many 
years, and in 1937 he was Past District Grand 
Master. For many years he was an elder 
in the Presbyterian, and later the Miniota 
United Church. He server.! on the Miniota 
Municipal School Boara for thIrty years, 
eighteen years as chairman. He was also a 
directer of Women's Work on the Agricul
tural Fair Board for many years; also tOOk 
an active part in the Miniota Swimming 
Club. He was also in charge of collecting 
blood for the Red Cross in the Miniota Dis
trict. 

Dr. Chalmers was also a lover of good 
horse flesh, and many people Will reruember 
the runaways of his horses. 

During the influenza epidemic of 1918-19 
he was hardly ever home, and he had horses 
that he had borrowed, spread allover the 
country. I (Hazen) remember many times 
when he would land home fast asleep in the 
bottom of the cutter. He was one of the first 
residents to own a car. 

Dr. and Mrs. Chalmers. 
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In 1949 he celebrated hiS 77th birthday, 
and the same day the building in which he 
had his drug store and office collapsed. 
He then moved his business to the upstairs 
part of the building which is now Bill Bar
rett's store. 

Dr. Chalmers was the last of his family 
of seven boys and three girls. He got his 
love of wit from his Irish mother, and his 
love of education from his Scottish father. 

On July 27th, 1949 the doctor became ill 
and passed away while attending a patient, 
who was a descendant of the family in whose 
house he had started practicing half a century 
ago. He is survived by his wife, whgnow liv
es in Vancouver - Hazen, who married Irma 
Freeman of Franklin, Man., and who resides 
in Winnipeg. They have a daughter, Patricia 
and a son Tom living at home, also a son 
Bob living in Toronto. Laurie (Mrs. John 
Wilson) who resides in Winnipeg, and has 
two sons - Ken .at home, and Jim who is 
married with one small son, and resides 
in Vancouver, - James (Jim) who married 
Stephanie Wheeler of England, and resides 
in Penticton, B.C. He has one small daugh
ter, Anne Patricia, 

NOTE - This history is compiled from in
formation received from Mrs. Chalmers and 
Hazen, 

The Doctor sleeps! no more at pain's behest 
Shall he relinquish his much needed rest; 
No more his skillful hand and kindly heart 
Shall give to some new life a proper start. 

Arnot Chapman as a boy (in front row). 

The Doctor sleeps! his fighting days are done 
But hundreds live because of bouts he won; 
And generations hence, those will draw breath 
Who would not be, had he not conquered death. 
The Doctor sleeps! might we his deeds recall, 
His name would blaze in fame's enmarbled 

hall; 
But serving modestly through life, it now 

seems best 
Merely to write, His work survives, and let 

him rest. 

ARNOTT' CHAPMAN 

by A. Chapman 

My parents, Joseph and Hannah Chapman, 
came to Manitoba from Ontario in 1882. They 
homesteaded on the S.W. 1/4 of Section 24-
T15-R26 in the Miniota Municipality. Here 
they raised a family of four girls, Elizabeth, 
Ida, Charolotte and Bertha, and two boys, 
John, and myself, Arnott. I am the youngest 
of the family and the last one living today. 

As time went on, my father acquired more 
land. When he passed away in 1903, my bro
ther, John, at the age of sixteen took charge 
and farmed there until he retired to Hamiota 
in 1955. My father left me the N 1/2 Sec. 
23-T15-R26, just across the road from the 
home-place. When I came of age, I tool> 
over this land and farmed until 1928. 

At this time I carried on mixed farming. 
The marketing of produce was much the 
same then as it is now, but prices were 
much lower. Our closest marketing place 
was Isabella, five miles, and Beulah, six 
miles. Hauling to market was more of a 
problem then, as it was all done with horses. 
It was not uncommon to be stuck in a mud 
hole for half a day. Even so it was much 
advanced over my father's time, as all he 
had was oxen when he first came to Manitoba. 

In 1915 I married Florence Carr, formerly 
of Shoal Lake. We had three daughters, Mrs. 
Wilma Simmie, Calgary, Mrs. Irene Knight, 
Winnipeg, and Mrs. Joyce Simmie, also of 
Winnipeg. 

In 1928 I moved to Miniota where I kept a 
large flock of purebred poultry. But when the 
lean thirties came, it put an end to that, as 
eggs dropped to 5y a dozen, and it was almost 
impossible ,to find a market for poultry. 
However, I was elevator agent for the Lake 
of the Woods Milling Co. in Miniota, and re-, 
mained with that job unti11935, whenImoved 
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to Solsgirth. Here I bought grain for the 
Manitoba Pool until 1941. 

Next I spent three years in business in 
Shoal ~ake! o~e year in Brandon, and eight 
years In WInmpeg. I sold the latter business 
In 1953 and retired. I returned to Birtle in 
19.56. So here I am, in 1965, just twelve 
mIles from the place where I was born. 

HERBERT CLARKE 

by Charles G. Clarke 

My father, the late Herbert G. Clarke, 
was born in Brixton, England in 1875. He 
came to Canada in 1892, and went to a town 
in Ontario by the name of Brighton. He stay
ed there for about a year, and while there he 
got to know a man by the name of Bert 
Whitney. The two talked a great deal about 
the west, and finally decided to gothere. 

They loaded up two box cars with some 
furniture, livestock and farm equipment, left 
Brighton, and landed in the town of Crandall 
two weeks later. Dad stayed with Mr. Whitney 
for about six months; then he left for the 
Blaris district where he stayed for a year. 
It was during this time that he met my mother, 
the former Laura Hatfield. They were mar
ried there, and he bought a 320 acre farm 
and built a two room log cabin on it. It 
was there where I was born. The farm was 
later owned by Bob Stowe. It was situated 
across the road from Martin Powell's farm. 

Dad later bought a farm which he broke 
up :with. oxen. It had never had a plough on it 
until then. As far as I know the house is 
still on the farm. It is situated about one and 
one-half miles north of Miniota. Dad sold 
this farm to Charles Beard. At this time there 
was no Miniota, but some time later the town 
was started and Dad built the first livery 
stable there. These events occurred before 
1900. After that he sold his livery stable and 
moved on to the Bob Rowan farm, north of 
Miniota. He stayed on the farm for about 
three years. He then moved to Miniota where 
he started a draying business which did very 
well. 

At this time I drove the Miniota - Birtle 
stage, which was a two day return trip. 
From there he moved on afarm in the valley 
ab~ut a mile south of Uno. He stayed ther~ 
untIl my mother died in 1920, then moved to 
a farm on top of the valley, next to the Hugh 
~alker farm. He farmed there until he died 
In 1930. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Clarke 

My parents are both resting in Miniota 
cemetery. There are three other sons, Frank 
of Toronto. Robert of Uxbridge, and Bert of 
H.umboldt, Sask. I have one son. Frank's wife 
died and £hey haa no children. Robert had 
three sons and one daughter, and Bert had 
two sons and four daughters. 

I well remember the first car that came to 
Miniota - a Maxwell - red, with big brass 
head lights. It took about an hour to get into 
town from Walter Lynch's place. Just about 
all the people in town turned out to see the 
first car. It was owned by Bill Cusack. 

My Dad ~ame from a well off family, and 
when he first came to Canada his parents 
used to send him money in large sums every 
so often; but Dad was young and very good 
hearted, and his money would not last long. 
He would buy farms for a large sum of money, 
~d sell them for very little. This is the way 
hIS money went until finally he lost contact 
with his parents, and he died a poor man. 

He was a great man to trade horses much 
of which was done with the Indians. 'I have 
known Indians to come all thewayfromSask
a!oon to trade with my Dad, and although he 
did not always get the best of the deal he 
did not seem to mind. ' 

I re me mbe r one.time when two young Indians 
rode into our yard. They were both about 
6 feet 4 inches tall, and with black Stetson 
hats on they looked about 7 feet tall. Dad was 
friends with the Indians and we often had 
them stay for a meal. 
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I think everyone who knew my Dad thought 
a lot of him, and I am proud to know my par
ents were two of the Pioneers of Miniota 
I still feel there is no place in Canada quit~ 
as nice as that little town. 

JOHN W. CLARKE 

by J. W. Clarke 

I wa.s .appointe? ~uperintendent of Schools by 
the MmlOta MUnICIpal Board in 1929 and took 
over the duties of this position in JJly of that 
year. I had been for several years a schGol 
principal in Brandon. 

In 1933 I was appointed Inspector of Schools 
at Shoal Lake. 

Besides my duties as school superintendent, 
I held several offices in the United Church 
and was also a member of the local Oddfel
lows Lodge. I, with several others, helped to 
organize the open air hockey and skating 
rink on the school grounds. To help this pro
ject, we held monthly whist drives in the 
school. During my first year I completed 
a survey which had been started by Mr. T. A. 
Neelin, former superintendent. This survey 
traced the history of all students who passed 
Grade VIII during the years 1919-1929. We 
found that the majority of the boys whose 
homes were on the farm, remained there, and 
later took over the home farm, or bought or 
rented another farm. Many of the girls mar
ried farmers or took up school teaching, 
nursing, stenography or home economics. The 
survey showed clearly that the majority re
mained in the municipality. 

During the winter of 1929-30 and 1930-31 
I helped the school board with the co-opera
tion of the technical branch of the depart
ment of education to make a new venture 
in organizing farm boys' classes. Many at
tended, and classes were held during January 
and February at Arrow River, Beulah, Isa
bella, Miniota and Crandall. The Department 
of Education supplied and paid all the expense 
of the lecturers, while the local pepple met 
the expense of securing hall materials, etc. 
and also paid the instructors' livery bills. 
Classes were held once a week, and each 
lecturer spent two weeks in the district. 
Classes fncluded mixing of cement, sharpen
ing of tools, paints and painting, interior de
corating etc., ignition system on tractors, 
seed grain, fertilizers, poultry breeds ahdegg 
laying. The classes were successful and it 
was estimated that during the course there 
was an attendance of 1200 boys and men. 

My years at Miniota were among the high
lights of my career. 

My wife took a sincere interest in the La
dies' Aid and Women's Institute, and was a 
member of a very successful bridge club. 
Two or three ladies will probably remember 
this club. 

My daughter, Kathleen, proceeded to Grade 
XII, graduated as anursefrom Winnipeg Gen
eral, spent two years as public health nurse 
in Deloraine, then was appOinted to the staff 
of the General Hospital in Whitehorse, Yukon. 
She married Jimmie Smith of the staff of the 
weather station at Whitehorse. He was later 
tran~fe rred ~o the weather station in Winnipeg 
and IS now mspector of weather stations in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Kathleen is a 
keen worker in Deer Lodge United Church 
and in the local Community Club. 

Peggy also proceeded to Grade XII, and 
took a business course and was appointed 
Secretary to the Manager in Head Office 
Imperial Bank, later moving to Vancouve; 
where she also held the position of Secretary 
to the Manager in Head Office. She later 
married Jack Stewart, a Killarney boy who 
is on the teaching staff of the B.c. Vocation
al Technical SchOOl. They have three children. 

Boyd graduated as an electrical engineer 
in 1945, and spent two years on the staff of 
the Power Commission, then sales engineer 
for Federal Wire and Cable Co., Guelph. He 
spent three years as manager at Winnipeg 
then transferred to Head Office as Generai 
Sales Manager for Canada, and later as 
G~neral Sales Manager for H. C. Porter, 
PIttsburg and all their subsidiaries. Then 
he was appointed Continental Manager for this 
Company with headquarters in Paris. He 
married Marion Anderson, graduate of the 
University of Manitoba and University of 
Toronto in Social Work. They have two 
children, one 4 years and one 2 years. The 
4 year old girl attends a bilingual school 
'in Paris. 

I am now retired. After leaving Miniota 
I was school inspector in Shoal Lake from 
1933-1937, and then transferred to Killarney 
and was there till 1947. Next I was trans~ 
fer~ed to the staff of the Teacher's College 
until 1953. Fr?m 1953 until 1960was principal 
of a s.chool m suburban Winnipeg ... then 
superVIsor of English classes in a Parochial 
SchOOl in Winnipeg until last January when I 
retired. ' 

My wife and I spend part of the winter 
months in Vancouver. 
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My wife and I and family look back on 
our years at Miniota as very happy and 
satisfying years. 

R. E. CLEGG AND SON 

If houses could a story tell, 
Of all who in them once did dwell, 
The history of their age would be, 
Much more accurate than by me. 

I was born in December, 1911, at Bins
carth, Manitoba, the eldest son of Morley 
and Louisa Clegg. My parents still live in 
Binscarth and celebrated their fifty-seventh 
wedding anniversary June 19, 1964. 

My father came to Manitoba from Inglewood, 
Ontario, in 1902. He first farmed at Russell, 
Manitoba, then Binscarth, later moving to 
town where he had the 1.H.C. agency till he 
retired in 1960. 

I attended school at Jellico and Binscarth 
and one year of the Diploma course at the 
University of Manitoba. This proved very 
beneficial as I was able to get work blood 
testing poultry after two hailed crops in 
1939 and 1940. 

In February 1936, I married Gladys John
ston, the eldest daughter of the late W. 1. 
Johnston and his wife, Carrie Moffatt, of 
Welwyn, Saskatchewan. Our first home was 
on the farm where '1 was born, where we 
lived for six years. 

Mother was born in London, England, and 
was the youngest daughter of Mrs. Fanny 
Beard. My grandmother and her family of 
seven, (mother aged four), came to Canada 
after the death of her husband, James Beard, 
by drowning. They lived in Birtle, Manitoba, 
and had many hardships as this was in the 
year 1891. In 1901 grandma came to Arrow 
River to keep house for Mr. Antcliffe. 

In 1902 Fanny Beard and Eli Sararas were 
married. They farmed until their health 
failed. Mr. Sararas died in 1935. Mrs. 
Sararas lived with my parents till her death 
in December 1935, at the age of eighty. 
She was known to many as Aunt Fanny. 
The north-west quarter of section 18-13";26, 
and the south east quarter of section 24-12-26 
was left to my mother. The land was rented 
for a few years to nearby neighbors, the 
house being vacant. 

This was Eli's homestead, part of the house 
was his first and the walls are filled with 
grout. a lime and cement mixture. In 1935. 

Mr. John McKinnon and his wife and family 
rented the farm from mother and moved 
into the house. 

By this time, my father and I had a herd 
of 1\berdeen Angus cattle, registered under 
the name of my parents' farm, SilverSpring. 
We were very short of pasture on our Bins
carth farm, so in April, 1942, with my wife 
and family, we moved to our present home 
at Arrow River. The McKinnon family moved 
to the farm north of us, which we bought 
from Mr. McKinnon. when he retired in 
April, 1964. 

In 1955 I bought my first welder, always 
having a liking for blacksmith work. I started 
a small shop on the farm, which is still 
in operation. 

We have two children. Faye taug!)t school 
in Birtle and married George Brown. They 
live in Birtle and have two daughters, Leanne 
and Jana. 

Our son, Jim, took a welding course, 
working for a time in Winnipeg and Church
ill. He bought my father's interest in the 
cattle and we now work in partnership. 
He married Norma Mahan of Bagot, Manitoba. 
They built their home in the same yard as 
ours. They have two daughters, Brenda and 
Belinda. 

As for community efforts, I have served 
on the church board, as councillor, on the 
Hamiota hospital board and leader of Calf 
Club and Poultry Club. 

A.D. CLYDE 

by four Clyde sisters 

The Clyde and Taylor families came from 
Londonderry and Glasgow after the potato 
famine in Ireland in 1847. Most of their 
growing up was done in Dresden and Chatham, 
Ontario. 

Andrew D. Clyde was born in Gananoque 
and his wife, Mary Ellen Taylor, was born 
at Belle River, Ontario. He spent some years 
as a sailor on Lake Superior before going 
into a general store in Chatham. This he sold 
and headed for the golden west in 1880. 
From Winnipeg he walked 176 miles west, in 
the spring to take up a homestead. For a 
ten dollar fee, he filed on 24-14- 27 (160 
acres), a mile from the rim of the Assini
boine Valley. 
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The nearest post off.ice was in Birtle, 18 
miles away, then called part of the North West 
Territories. He walked there and back to his 
homestead every third week to get his mail. 

After completing the first years' duties on 
the homestead, he returned to Winnipeg. In 
March 1881, he married Mary Ellen Taylor, 
whose family had moved west. Scraps of 
material, grey taffeta and bengaline, from her 
wedding dress are still in the home of a 
daughter in Vancouver, and cannot be torn. 
She remained in Winnipeg for the time being, 
while Andrew headed for the homestead again, 
with his brother- in-law, John Reynolds, and a 
friend, William Rawson. They had one yoke 
of oxen and a wagon load of settler's effects. 
Mosquitoes were a problem and the oxen 
sometimes took refuge in sloughs along the 
way. Often, when they were ploughing in the 
new prairie sod, the oxen ran away to the 
water. 

In June his bride travelled up to Beulah 
Landing on the river boatthe" International" . 
Winches were used to pull the boat up the 
rapids on the Assiniboine. The trip up took 
nine days and only three days for the return 
trip. Frequent stops were made, while the 
crew cut firewood (for the boilers), along 
the river bank. Passengers sometimes got 
off and walked across the necks of land 
formed by the curves of this most winding 
of rivers. 

Housekeeping was· set up on open prairie 
abloom with wild roses; inside four walls 
and a roof and the cooking stove outside. 
The nearest neighbors were the Harry Turn
ers, five miles away. But, by another year, 
the Isaac Clydes, John Reynolds, Taylor and 
A. S. Lynch families had arrived. The Isaac 
Clyde family later moved to Virden but 
finally settled in Dauphin. In addition to 
building each other's log houses, a store was 
built for Roswells in Beulah and a house 
at Hooper's Lake. A brother-in-law, Tom 
Taylor, operated a ferry on the Assiniboine 
until the old bridge was built. Some of his 
Indian passenger friends made him a chair 
from red willow, which is still in use in 
Nelson, B.C. 

Mrs. Clyde brought rhubarb roots from 
Ontario and dug and transplanted wild goose
berries, red and black currants and rasp
berries to make the first such garden in 
that part of Manitoba, and was the first to 
grow roses, fuchsias and Easter lilies in
doors. 

A. D. Clyde got plum and crabapple trees 

from Morden Experimental Farm, which are 
still producing on the George Bruce farm 
north of Miniota. He also got maples and ever
greens from ottawa. Together with Sam 
Buzza, George Reynolds and John Powell, 
he brought back 100 evergreens from the 
Riding Mountains, some of which were land' 
marks until killed by drought more than fifty 
years later, in 1962. When prairie fires struck 
parts of the Assiniboine Valley, wild rasp
berries were so plentiful that people drove 
forty miles to pick them. High-bush cran
berries, saskatoons and chokecherries and 
pincherries provided an abundance of fruit 
for winter preserves. And in years when 
there was plenty of rain, wheat crops were 
heavy, mosquitoes a curse and wild straw
berries a bountiful crop. 

Wheat was the principal grain crop in the 
80' s. The grain wa s broadcast by hand, cut 
by scythe or sickle and, since binder twine 
was unknown, was bound by bands twisted 
by hand, of wheat straw. When frost seemed 
near, smudges were lit around the fields 
in the hope that smoke would hang low enough 
to protect the milky grain. Smut, frost and 
hail were common enemies. The grain sep
arator first seen in the neighborhood, was 
owned by a syndicate and housed on the Clyde 
farm. It was operated by horse power, six
teen teams. Threshing crews numbered 23 
men. When st~am engines came into use, 
crews were recruited from young men of the 
district. In horse power days, they were more 
often neighbors exchanging work. 

In the early days, when there was a crop, 
it took two days for the return trip to Birtle 
with a load of grain and three days to Elk
horn or Virden. Often there were no buyers 
and grain which was dumped into sheds would 
be mouldy by Spring. 

Eggs and butter could be sold at Roswell's 
store in Beulah. Eggs brought 6 cents a 
dozen, which equalled a pair of shoe laces 
and a penny. Roswell's store was sold to 
George Marsh. A glass lamp bought in his 
store for a dollar, is in the home of one of 
the Clyde daughters in Vancouver. Candles 
were used in the eighties. 

The original deep freezes were sod houses 
holding blocks of river ice with sawdust 
between for insulation. From the river came 
gold-eyes and pickerel, used fresh or for 
smoking. William Hill used to bring sleigh 
loads of frozen white and jackfish from Lake 
Manitoba to sell in late winter. Some farmers 
had smoke houses for curing hams and bacon 
with slow-burning corn cobs. 
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A limekiln was located down towards the 
Irwin place, where native limestone was 
burned. This supplied quick-lime which was 
used to make snowy whitewash used inside 
pioneer homes before the day of wallpaper. 
It was an excellent disinfectant. 

In the 1880' s, friendly Indians from the 
Bird Tail Reserve used to drop in to calIon 
our Mother, when the aroma of fresh baked 
bread drifted over the prairie. During the 
Second Riel Rebellion, W. A. Doyle formed 
a quite unnecessary Home Guard at Beulah, 
where the men of the district drilled in the 
evenings, leaving their families unprotected 
at home. 

The first local post office was Parkissimo, 
in David Rowan's home. Church services 
were held there and in the Clyde home. 
And, later in Miniota school house. Hev. 
Wm. Hodnett came from Birtle, one of the 
earliest ministers in the homes. In the school, 
services were taken on alternate Sundays 
by Anglican, Presbyterian and Methodist 
studerits and ordained ministers with occas
ional Revival meetings for variety. 

Mail was carried for years by stage from 
Elkhorn to Beulah. In winter, a br00m up
ended in a snow drift served as a mailbox 
beside each school house. And the stage 
driver used a lighted lantern under buffalo 
robes to keep his feet from freezing. 

Picnics were held May 24th, provided leaves 
were out on the trees and everyone had their 
potatoes planted. Salmon sandwiches and 
lemon pies were the highlights of the cuisine. 

Around 1880, the nearest doctor lived in 
Rapid City - 75 miles away - and. when a 
man broke his leg, a neighbor rode horsebacK 
to get the doctor. In 1881, Dr. Rolstonsettlea
in the Valley. Dr. Wheeler, in Birtle, was 
for many years our only doctor until "R.K." 
Chalmers came to Beulah and from there 
moved to Miniota, when the railroad came 
through. 

A. D. Clyde was a trustee for many years 
of the old Miniota school, also a Noxious 
Weed Inspector. He formed a Teacher Train
ing Class for Sunday School work and won a 
first Provincial Diploma awardedS.S. teach
ers in Manitoba. He travelled with W. H. 
Irwin, Provincial organizer throughout the 
province for many years. He was a life-long 
member of the Canadian Order of Foresters. 
Later. in British Columbia, he was on the 
AdVlsory Hoard of Farmers' Institutes, He 

was well known on the prairie as a debater 
and an actor in community plays. 

On September 12, in possibly 1900, snow 
fell to a depth of a foot or more on frozen 
ground. Harvesting had been late and hundreds 
of acres of grain were still in stooks and did 
not get threshed until spring. Damage by 
mice, prairie chickens and alte rnate freezing 
and thawing, ruined a tremendous tonnage of 
grain. "Frozen wheat was of no use for bread. 

Some childhood memories include: the 
moving of the Parry house, by using twenty 
yoke of oxen. A lonely grave in the Valley, 
of a young Englishman who died at Dr. 
Rolston's about 1881. His parents in England 
had a headstone placed at his grave, which 
became something of a shrine to be visited 
when we children went down to the Valley 
to watch for log drives on the river, or on 
berry picking excursions. Being taken to 
Birtle to see our grain made into flour, bran, 
shorts in the grist mill, and rolled oats in 
the rolling mill. First ride in a rubber-tired 
buggy. Going' up the hill' in Birtle to see a 
train come in. Waiting 'till evening to near 
a real chime of beIrs from the Anglican 
Church. Watching from the doorway, the 
blacksmith's forge in Beulah, "Blackie" 
making and fitting horseshoes and wagon 
tires. Possibly the longest remembered was 
a night spent in the old Miniota School 
about 1896. By three 0' clock in the afternoon, 
our teacher, Miss Bessie Paynter, decided 
the storm was a real blizzard and she knew 
it was impossible to let any children try 
to go home. With no telephones, there wasno 
way to let the parents know. Trustees for the 
school, for once, had letthe firewood supplies 
dwindle, but Miss Paynter had the big boys 
bring in every stick and fetch all the horse 
blankets from the stable. Little FredSelwood 
ventured out behind them, and was blown 
away, but the boys rescued }lim from "the 
storm. -Our teacher sang ana- played games 
'till bedtime and we ate leftover scraps of 
noon lunches. She wrapped her ownf.ur coat 
around the smallest girl for the night. To
wards morning, two fathers made their sepa
rate ways, at great personal risls to the school 
with pails of sandwiches and extra blankets. 
School was closed for three weeks, while 
the teacher and little Alice recovered from 
eXhaustion ana tension and flu. AtWinnipeg's 
Provincial :Normal School, principal W _ A. 
McIntyre used the above story for many years 
as an inspirational talk for would be teachers. 

We remember occasional visits to the 
Indian church on the Reserve. And noprairie 
child can forget the great variety of prairie 
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fl~we.rs; the searching down the valley for 
mIssmg cattle after dark in harvest time; 
the perf~~e of wolf willows in the spring; 
the magniflcent thunder storms; the terrifying 
prairie fires and indescribable sunsets. --
"Prairie children never forget' . 

GEORGE EDWARD COLBY 

George Edward Colby, with his twin brother 
Evan, sons of Edward and Elizabeth (Epps) 
Colby of Bristol, England, came at an early 
age to Foxwarren, Manitoba. 

After a few years working there, and after 
the death of his brother Evan George went 
to Winnipeg and learned the' trade of tin
smithing. He then returned to Foxwarrenand 
worked as a tinsmith for a hardware firm 
there. In 1909 George came to Miniota and 
was engaged with the Manitoba Hardware 
Co. as tinsmith. Later on he started in 
business for himself, in the building which is 
now the Angell residence on Main Street, east. 

George was a member of the Anglican 
Church, a member of Parkissimo Lodge 
1. O. O. F., also a member of The Sons of 
England Lodge. 

In December 1916 George Colby married 
Ida Rowan, the third daughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. David Rowan. Of this union 
two sons were born. One son died in in
fancy; th.e oth~r son, George Edward Colby, 
now reSIdes m Peru, South America is 
married and has a son and a daughter. 

George Colby passed away in March 1919 
,during the flu epidemic and is buried in the 
Miniota Cemetery, 

GEORGE COLE, SR. 

George Cole Sr. was born in Hereforshire, 
England, on Sept. 9, 1871. On May 22, 1884, 
at the age of 13 years he came to Two Creeks 
district with his father (a carpenter), mother 
seven sisters and one brother. It was quit~ 
an undertaking for such a large family to 
start out from England, not knowing for sure 
when or where they would have a home. 

Mr. Cole had some sort of an agreement 
with H. M. Powers to build houses on farms 
he (Powers) had purchased for a gentleman 
in England named Rankin, who was a member 
of parliament over there. Thus it was for 
the Powers' farm near the Assiniboine valley 
that they were heading. 

When they arrived in Elkhorn, Mr. Cole 
inquired about getting someone to take them 
all out to this farm, about 14 miles distant. 
A man named Dalton looked over the bunch 
of them and their luggage, and said he would 
do it for $12.00. But Mr. Cole could not 
engage him, as he had only $3 or $4 left. 
So they undid their bedding and made beds 
on the station floor, where they slept for two 
nights. They boiled their tea-water right 
beside the railroad, and ate a loaf or two of 
bread purchased from someone in town. 
Here they stayed until a team and wagon came 
from the Powers' farm to get them. George 
and his brothers chased gophers all along 
the road as they journeyed to the farm. 
When they finally arrived, they found there 
was no house for them to move into. Mr. 
Harris, the man who brought them out, told 
them to stay at his house until something 
could be done. There they stayed until Fall, 
with the use of a granary to sleep in. Mr. 
Harris had a wife and family of five, but 
somehow, they and the Coles managed. 

This farm (Powers') was generally known 
as the" Barn' . All trails led to it, for it was 
the centre of activity. As many as 30 to 40 
men were engaged there at one time. There 
was the old cook and his cookee, Jim Morton, 
who was always writing poetry. One of his 
books, Palson's Probation, was based on 
characters from the farm. Billy Morton, 
Jim's brother, owned a good farm later, 
and was a livestock dealer. A few more of 
the outstanding men were: Cowley Webster, 
who was foreman .. two brothers, Edward and 
Harry; William· Maxfield, who later farmed 
on his homestead; Charlie Ivans, well known 
Reeve of the Wallace Municipality, Gilbert 
Rowan of Miniota. Therewere several others. 
A large number of them were remittance 
men, and all very English. 

It was while working here that George saw 
his first Indian. The trail from Fort Ellice 
(St. Lazare) to Winnipeg passed near this 
farm. One day he heard a strange squealing 
noise getting nearer and louder. It was the 
Indians coming from Fort Ellice with their 
furs, . and the wheels were squealing for 
want of grease. They camped near the creek 
for the night. A few of us visited the camp, 
and found the Indians quite friendly. 

There were about twenty teams of mules, 
and nine teams of horses in use on this farm. 
Each man worked two mules or horses· for a 
team. 

When the Cole family moved to a house in 
the fall, where Mr. Cole carpentered all 
winter in a granary, George had the job of 
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looking after 15 mules. To feed and water 
them, .and give them exercise ... two or 
thre~ at a time ... made him feel quite a 
man. One day he decided to take the whole 
lot out together, so he tied them to each 
other's halters, and jumped on the centre 
one. Then the fun began! The mules began 
kicking and going faster and faster. All he 
could do was sit tight while they raced over 
the snow, round and round, until at last 
they headed for the big farm, two miles 
away. The men had a good laugh, but it was 
a wild ride that George never forgot. He 
well remembered, too, the first picnic held 
down in the Assiniboine valley. 

In the spring of 1886 Mr. Cole took up a 
homestead on the bank of the Assiniboine 
and purchased a team of oxen. He went on 
with hJE building ar.tivity and left George 
to break up the land. It was a very stony 
farm, but gave a lovely view of the valley. 
In the spring could be seen the log drive 
coming down the river on its way to Brandon. 

It was during this summer that George 
helped his father build Ross School on the 
corner of the Sararas farm. 

The Indian Rebellion was going on out in 
the West. One evening when the Coles came 
home, six Indians were sitting on the floor 
in the house. George's mother and sisters 
were terrified. The Indians ordered food and 
tea, ~d o~e Indian took Mr. Cole's gun 
away wlth hlm. The Coles were too frightened 
to say anything. 

Just across the valley from the Cole farm 
the Gerrand brothers, well-to-do Scotchmen: 
who had settled there in 1882, farmed. They 
had come up the Assiniboine River in a 
steamboat. David was councillor, and later 
Reeve for the Miniota Municipality. He 
married George's sister, and it was one of 
the first marriages in this part. 

In 1890, at the age of 18
7 

George took up a 
homestead on the S. E. 1 4-6-13-27, having 
to walk about 40 miles to Birtle to register 
for it. He had enough money to buy a team of 
oxen. This money he had earned threshing. 

Over a period of years, he built up one of 
the finest estates in thi~ part of the country. 
This he named "Whitfield Farm". Here with 
the assistance of adevoted wife (Mary Cowan) 
he brought up a splendid family of eight. It 
was a great misfortune for him when his 
helpmate was called to rest soon after they 
had retired from active life to build a home 
and reside in Elkhorn. They left the farm in 
the care of their son, George, in 1937. 

Mr. George Cole was very active in com
munity affairs, and was one ,of the founders of 
the West Two Creeks school district. He 
served many years as secretary-treasurer, 
and helped to promote the 50th Anniversary 
held in the school house. 

In the summer of 1941, Mr. Cole was Chief 
at a 50 year Celebration on his farm, when 
members of the family held a re-uniononthe 
old homestead to commemorate the turning 
of the first furrow. Mr. Cole also served on 
the board of the Elkhorn AgriculturalSociety 
for many years, helped form the Boys and 
Girls Lamb Club, and was a member of the 
Elkhorn School Board for a time. 

Always progressive and interested with the 
links that bind the past of this district to 
the present ana the future, Mr. Cole became 
quite an antiquarian. In an outstanding col
lection of pioneer relics, he gathered a most 
interesting display. He died on May 12, 1943. 

Children born to Mr. and Mrs. Cole were: 

Myrtle, who married Jim McKenzie. Thev 
had two sons, and lived in the Miniota valley 
for' a number of years before retiring to 
Mission City, B.C. 

Alice, married Bob Alford, who taught 
at Two Creek" school. They have four 
sons and two daughters, and reside in Hartney, 
Man. . 

Bob, married Mildred Lelond, who passed 
away at the early age of 37, while they were 
farming in the Two Creeks district. Bob and 
son Murray are now living in Miniota. 

George, now farming on the old homestead. 
He married Irene Lelond, and they have 
five daughters and three sons. 

Mary, (or Polly, as she is better known) 
married Earl Lund, and they reside in Elk
horn. They have four sons and two daughters. 

Frances was married to Ted Jenner, (now 
deceased). They farmed in Parkland district. 
Frances is now Mrs. N. Sinclair, and resides 
in Elkhorn. She has one son and one daughter. 

Nellie married Charlie Nichol (now de
ceased). Lives at Sault Ste. Marie. They had 
one son and one daughter. 

Tom is an entomologist at the University 
of Manitob.a, and is now living in Winnipeg. 
He married Lorraine Elliott from Arrow 
River. They have a family of 4 girls and 
1 boy. 
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WALTER JOHN COLLIER 

Walter John Collier (Jack) left England 
in 1909 with his mother, four brothers and 
two sisters. Their father came out two years 
earlier to establish a home in Canada. They 
settled in Brandon where Mr. Collier· Sr. 
was engineer at the Maple Leaf Mills. In 
1911 the family took up farming in the Two 
Creeks District. 

Both Jack and his father served in World 
War I, and his father was killed in action on 
July 5, 1917 in France. 

After returning from military service Jack 
stayed on the home farm until 1924. At this 
time he commenced farming on his own on 
the Tom Rowan farm, north of Miniota. On 
April 17, 1929 he was married to Ivy Outram 
of Miniota. A daughter, Muriel, now Mrs. 
Reg Jones of Brandon was born in February, 
1930. A year later Jack bought the Ab. 
Leland farm, formerly owned by his brother 
Frank of Harmsworth. A son, Murray, now of 
Port Arthur was born in December, 1933, 
and Doug who is still at home was born in 
November 1935. 

ROBERT COLLINGWOOD 

by Mary Collingwood 

Mr. and Mrs. CollingwoOd came out to 
Manitoba in October, 1889, then a youngish 
couple of about 30 years, with two children 
Mary (Jim_lIY) and Robert, (Toby). The nexf 
April another child was born, Dulce, now 
living in Richmond, Vancouver, with her 
married son. She is the widow of Edgar 
Bally, a former Miniota Bank Manager. 
Ro~rt (Toby) died some years ago in Cali
forma. The eldest daughter, Mary, lives by 
herself in Winnipeg, where her daughter, 
Mrs. Burgess, resides with two daughters. 
Mrs. Bally's daughter also livesinWinnipeg. 
She has two sons. 

Mr. COllingwoOd bought a farm, about 3 
miles south of Beulah, which he called 
"Coverside" after his pretty home in Nor
folk, England. He had had little experience 
with farming, except as a pupil at some 
Farming C allege in Kent, (where he was really 
sent for his health), consequently, he always 
had to have a hired man. Later, he went for 
thorough- bred horses, and did fairly well with 
them until the arrival of motor cars killed 
the demand for fast horses. He raised the 

first Standard Bred trotters in the district. 

Eventually, Mr. and Mrs. Collingwood re
tired to Miniota, where they lived for a good 
many years in a little cottage (near the 
school) surrounded by a high hedge enclosing 
a pretty little garden. He always managed to 
grow enough vegetables for the table. 

People who knew him will remember his 
love for dogs. He was seldom without one at 
his heels. Even after they went to live in 
Winnipeg '" about 1932 ... he always had one, 
and when he gave away his last pedigreed one 
because exercising it tired him out too mUCh, 
we knew he wouldn't last long. He died soon 
after on December 11, 1937, of a heart 
ailment. Mrs. Collingwood survived him for 
20 years, dying Oct. 30, 1957. She took 
pleasure in doing beautiful fancy work, and 
enjoyed good health until the last few years 
when she was in a Nursing Home. Here she 
was well cared for, and was visited regul
arly by members of her family. 

JOHN CONOVER 

Mr. and Mrs. Conover ranked among the pi
oneers of the Arrow River district, coming 
from Ontario. Their first residence was apart 
of the Eaglund home, later moving to the 
stone house, now demolished, which stood by 
the main road near Vernon Leland's present 
home. 

There were three Conover children: Tom, 
Jimmy and Mary. Tom married and lived for 
a short time on south west 26-13- 26, later 
owned by John Leland. His daughter, Margue
rite married Wilf Jolley, of Miniota. There 
were two sons, Melvin and Wes, the latter 
living near Virden. Wes writes: "Dad now 
lives in the Sherwood Home in Virden. He is 
not too good on facts any more, as he is 
86 years old" . 

J~m my was a bachelor, who lived on the 
south east quarter of 27-13-26. His sale of 
"full line of stock and implements' was 
listed for December 22, 1903. 

Mary, an only daughter, is well remembered 
because after attending the first school house 
at Arrow River, she married John Leland, 
and spent her whole lifetime in the Arrow 
River district. 

Mr. and Mrs. Conover and son, James, 
moved to Spy Hill from the Miniota district. 
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THOMAS CONWAY FAMILY 

Thomas Conway, who cam., from London, 
England, when a young lad and learned his 
trade, harness making in Winnipeg, arrived in 
Miniota when the C. P. R. was under con
struction. He walked from Ham iota, and for 
a time worked for John Stuart, who had a 
store near where the Post Office is built. 
Later he went into business for himself on 
Railway Avenue. 

In 1905 he married Mise Lydia McLam, 
a forml~r Ontario teacher, at the home of 
J. H. Conway in Winnipeg, and they resided 
on Louise Avenue. 

In 1915, when fire devastated the Main 
Street from Turner's hotel to Dr. Chalmers' 
Drug store, Mr. Conway's business and other 
buildings he owned were all destroyed. Fol
lowing this he had a serious illness, pneu
monia, so built only a temporary shop. 

In 1924 the family moved to Winnipeg, 
where the son and daughter attended univer
sity. When Myrtle received her degree, 
Bachelor of Arts, followed by Clifford, with 
his Bachelor of Science, Mr. and Mrs. Conway 
returned to their home in Miniota and lived 
quietly until he passed away in May 1939. 

Me. Conway, a member of the LO.O.F. 
for over 50 years, did his part to uphold the 
traditions of that order, and was presented 
with a Veteran's Jewel. 

Before coming to Manitoba, Mrs. Conway 
resided in Kincardine, Ontario, where she 
taught in the Elgin Market School. She was the 
first secretary of the Epworth League, which 
was the first Young Peoples' SOCiety organ
ized in the Methodist Church. The minutes 
of those meetings, held over 75 years ago, 
and neatly recorded in her excellent writing, 
are still preserved in the archives of the 
United Church in Kincardine. 

For many years, Mrs. Conwaywas an active 
member of the Ladies' Aid of the Methodist 
Church of Miniota. Throughout her life she 
continued her interest in educaticu, coaching 
students in mathematics, encouraging her son 
and daughter to continue their studies, and 
following the brilliant University career of 
her grandson, Geoffrey Conway. By means 
onetter writing, her favorite hobby, she kept 
in touch with members of the family and 
former neighbors and friends. 

In 1960 at the age of 91, Mrs. Conway 
was the ~ldest person to attend. the Kin
cardine Reunion where she signed the guest 
book at the Hig6 School from which she had 
graduated 75 years before, and was met and 
entertained by some of her former students. 

Alert and active until the last, she suffered 
a stroke and passed away in September, 1961. 

At the present time, Myrtle Conway, who 
received the Honorary Degree of Doctor of 
Laws from the University of Manitoba, serves 
as a member of the Alumni Board of the 
University, and is PrinCipal of the Rockwood 
School in Winnipeg. Clifford Conway, who 
received the Degree of Doctor ?f Pedagogy 
from the University of Toronto, IS a member 
of the Canadian Education Association Re
search Council, and is Director of the 
Division of Tests Standards and Research, 
in the Departme~t of Education, Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

JACK COOK 

by Jean Cook 

Jack Cook was born in 1892 in Whithorn, 
Scotland. He came to Canada on March 31st, 
1913, a lad of 19 years. Jack's father in 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Cook 
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Scotland was a baker and he helped in the 
Bake Shop and also delivered pastries, cakes 
and bread, etc. His mother became an invalid 
at Jack's birth and was bedridden for 33 
years when she passed away. In spite of 
this she was the centre of their family life 
and did beautiful crochet work. 

Jack came to Miniota with Mr. Wm. Lin
dsay who had been in Whithorn, Scotland on 
a 'holiday, He was the only member of his 
family who eame to Canad~l.. His two brot
hers and two sisters who remamed in ::icot
land have predeceased him, so Jack is the 
only surviving member of his family, 

Jack worked for Mr. Lindsay for one year, 
then three years for Jack Beattie. In the 
fall of 1917 he went west to Barnes, Alberta 
to harvest with Will Thompson and Dave 
Cannon. He worked for Archie Kerr in 1918, 
thEm joined the army. He assisted Mr. Kerr 
with the harvesting on his leave and re
turned to work for him for a short time 
after the war was over. 

On March 12th, 1919 he apd Jean Beattie 
were married at Miniota by"Rev. John Pate. 
He worked for a year for Charles Wady, 
Birtle and did odd jobs for a few years. 
In 1924 he did some road work for J. J. 
Taylor and Robert Peel. The mile of road 
between Bill Peel's and Fred Bowles was 
built when he was road boss and is known 
as "The Cook Road' to this present day. 

Jack started work on the C. P. ·R. rail
road on the Miniota line from 1926 until 
1948. During that time they lived on the 
Wm. Richardson farm and Jean drove the 
school van. Later they lived in the house now 
owned by Robt. Penelton, and then moved to 
the house half a mile north of town. Jean 
still drove the van and kept boarders. 

In 1933 Jack bought the farm - N.E. 
quarter sec. 10 - 14- 27 - once owned by 
Dr. Rolston, who was a retired naval sur

. geon. This land had gone back to grass 
for years. They named their farm 'Bonnie 
Glen" which is the Scotch name for a creek 
or ravine in Scotland. They built a 3 room 
house, sod stable, and log hen house. In 
later years the stable and hen house were 
replaced by frame buildings. 

The years of the dirty thil'ties were grim 
for all. The price of cream was 15 cents 
per pound butter fat. An ice bouse was built 
under the wood pile and is still in use. 
Jack carried on mixed farming and they 
raised fowl including turkeys. 

Jack is very musical and has played for 
many concerts and dances with Mrs. Alex 
Spalding as accompanist. He enjoys sports 
and has played football with the Wynona 
and Willen teams. In 1958 he took a trip 
home to Scotland. After 45 years he found 
many changes. 

Jean was born on the N.W. quarter section 
4-14- 27 on March 23rd 1900 in the Miniota 
municipality. She was the third child of Jack 
Beattie and Jane Struthers. She attended 
school at Wyonna and was a member of 
the girls and boys club. She is very fond 
of sport and played baseball and softball, 
often travelling 4 miles in a wagon to 
practise ball. In curling, her biggest thrill 
was when her rink got an eight-ender at 
the Isabella Ladies" Bonspiel in 1960 with 
Mrs. Earl Johnson, 3rd, Mrs. Ed. Spalding 
2nd and Mrs. Fred. Bryant lead. Jean has 
many interesting hobbies. She has a wonder
ful doll collection and decorates wedding 
cakes. She is a member of the Miniota W.r. 
this being her tenth year. She also belongs 
to the Wynona Ladies Club and is interested 
in all community activities. 

Their son Jack was born in the Miniota 
Hospital in 1920 with Doctor Chalmers in 
attendance, and ' Granny" Taylor as nurse. 
Jack received his education at Miniota. He 
:was interested in all sports and played 
hockey and baseball. He helped onJhe farm 
until 1941 when he joined the navy. Aiter 
his discharge he served on the Winnipeg 
Police Force until 1947 when he accepted 
a position in the Oliver Co-operation, Winni
peg. Later he moved to Brandon where he 
was promoted to territory manager. In 1956 
he became sales territory manager of mo
dern machine on Rosser Ave., Brandon and 
in 1962 became part owner of the firm and 
is still territory manager. In 1948 he mar
ried Joyce Lelond, only daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Lelond. Joyce was born and grew 
up in the Miniota Municipality, got her early 
schooling at Arrow River and finished her 
High School at Miniota. She then attended 
Wheat City Business College, and was later 
employed at the McKenzie Seed Co., Bran
don. For the past eight years she has been 
employed by The T. Eaton Co. of Brandon. 

Jack and Joyce have three children; Bon
nie, born in 1948; Leslie, born in 1949 
and Jim, born in 1952. The family still lives 
in Brandon where the children are attending 
school. 
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OUR COMMUNITY BUZZ SAW 

I, here beside this window sit 
While all around they gab or knit. 
The view from here is plain to see 
This object that looks like ju~k to me. 

I saw an engine on two logs 
Run by gas, spark, bolts and cogs, 
Capably manned by a master sire, 
It is tied together by barbed wire. 

It roars like an engine on the track 
With steam like smoke from its st~ck 
It takes two to stop it and three to start 
Leaving the master ffi<=chanic to tear it apart: 

A four ninety expert is the man 
Who can make her jump with a flick of 

the hand, 
He sure is a genius to make it run, 
For when it splutters he gives it the gun. 

A starter arrangement to make work light, 
A barrel for a radiator, wired on tight. 
It uses gas in an endless stream 
I think it makes as much rack~t as steam. 

You push on the starter and she gives a 
snort, 

You pick up the gas can, an d pull out the 
cork, 

From the carbeurator the gas pours on the 
ground 
While the old" Four Ninety" bounds up and 

down. 

The oil pump is stuck, so it's filled with 
oil, 

By thi~ time the engine heat makes the water 
boil; 

One grabs the shovel and runs for snow 
If "Four Ninety' gets hot she sure won't go. 

Now everything is running as smooth as a bat 
and then a valve breaks with a snap; 
We get out the wrenches, take apart the 

head, 
It is put back together with hands cold and 

red. 

It always took a week 
To saw ten loads of wood, 
By this time the gang's te mpers were at 

peak 
The master mechanic was still in a good 

mood. 

Written by Jack Cook Jr. at the age of 
15 years. 

BERT COOPER 

Mr. Cooper owned what is now the Lloyd 
Oliver .farm in the 1890' s. He later moved to 
Rossburn where he operated a store. He died 
in Winnipeg. 

JAMES COOPER 

Jam'2s Cooper was born in 1885, and came 
from England about 1900. He came from a 
Home Boys' School and worked on the Mar
shall farm for a year. He also worked for 
Wm. Lindsay and Allan Struthers. He bought 
N.W. 1/4 sec. 8-14- 27 in 1908,. and farmed 
there until 1918. He then moved west to 
Sceptre, and later to Paddockwood. He still 
lives in that district. 

THOMAS COOK COPLAND 

by son, William 

Thomas Cook Copland and Mrs. Copland 
with their two sons, Thomas Cook Junior' 
five years old, and myself, William Samuel; 
one year old, came out from Dublin, Ireland 
to Arrow River, August, 1888. ' 

At that time, a cousin of my mother was 
a store keeper just outside of where Arrow 
River is now. There was no village of Arrow 
River then. This cousin's name was William 
Stanley. The store later was kept by a man 
named McGillivray. The Coplands lived inan 
old house on a farm belonging to William 
Elliot l , until they homesteaded on 13-14-26 
in the fall of 1891. Hamiota and Birtle wer~ 
the nearest towns, then. A bridge was built 
across the Assiniboine in 1892, so that 
people could get to the town of Virden. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway was built 
when I was almost ten years old. My mother 
heard a strange noise one night and thought 
~t was a strange animal in the creek, but 
It was the whistle of the first railway 
engine on the C. P. R. , coming through 
laying steel. ' 

The main Indian Trail went past our home 
for many years. The Indian people of the 
Sioux tribe often called in to get a meal or 
some tobacco. They lived the white man's 
tobacco, as they sm,)ked Kinnikuik root. 

My mother led the choir in the English 
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Church, which was held in the old school 
house in Arrow River. There was no other 
church at that time. 

The Grand Trunk Railway was built in 
1903, but it was 1904 or 1905 before the 
trains came through. 

Mr. Hodnett, Sr., built the first store in 
Arrow River, and his son, Alan, was store
keeper. When we first came from Ireland, 
the post office was in old Mrs. Elliott's home 
on the farm. Later it was run by Miss 
Jessie Elliott in the town of Arrow River. 

My mother, being the daughter of a doctor 
in Ireland, brought quite a few of the children 
of early settlers into the world, among whom 
were Chris and Charlie Ellerington and most 
of the Watters' children. Mother had an 
old organ and neighbours would gather round 
it on certain occasions. She would play all 
the old songs and hymns, and everybody 
would sing. Now nobody could live without 
radio or television. But we had happy times, 
too. 

W. H. CORK HILL 

by H. Castle 

W. H. Corkhill was a Padre in the army 
in World War 1. He came to Miniota as 
Anglican minister in,1925. He bought sec. 
15-13-27 and lived there through that sum
mer. But did no farming. His bride-to-be 
came from England and they were married 
in Winnipeg in September and made their 
home there until his return w England. 

He was an archeologist of some repute, 
and has written some 40 books under the 
name of Harper Covy. 

He also served with the Royal Air Force 
at Winnipeg and Calgary duringWorldWarII. 

CHARLES CORLEY 

Mr. Corley was semi-retiredwhenhecame 
to Miniota in the early 1900' s. They lived on 
the east side of town. Their son Charlie 
was later an engineer for the C. P. R. 
Their daughter married Rev. R. E. Parks, 
who was an Anglican minister in Miniota. 
Mr. and Mrs. Corley moved to Brandon, 
and are now deceased. 

GEORGE CORNISH 
by Mrs. G. Traynor and 

Miss A Cornish 

Mother and Dad came to Miniota from 
Crandall, Man. in the early 1900's. They 
resided there until taking residence at Melita 
with their son Clare in 1934, until he married. 
Ttagically our home burned to the ground 
in that same year. 

Both Mother and Dad were keenly interested 
in sport, especially curling, - Dad having 
won many prizes. He was a baseball fan, 
and umpired games from near and far. 
Mother was an ardent church worker, having 
been a life member of the Missionary Soc
iety, also a member of the Rebekah Lodge. 
Dad was a life member of the 1. O. O. F. 
Lodge and a member of the S. O. E. Lodge. 
They both loved to garden and won many 
prizes at the Agricultural Fair. Dad had 
numerous hobbies, including the local band, 
and they both enjoyed hunting and fishing. 

When first coming to Miniota Dad was 
employed by an oil company, and was also 
buying grain. Later on he was employed by 
the Manitoba Hardware and Lumber Company. 

Our home in Miniota was so situated that 
we ha9 the tennis court, skating rink, Fair 
grounds and town hall all within 'a stones 
throw of our place. The United Church was 
across the road, and needless to say we 
attended regularly, and took part in the mus
ical activities in the church such as Festivals 
and choir work, also any entertainment in the 
town proper. 

The family now living are Mrs. George 
Traynor (Netta) of Saskatoon; Harry at Swan 
River; Mrs. Andy Hogg (Zella) of Moosominj 
Mrs. Andy Lawson (Ina) of Winnipeg; Alice 
of Saskatoon; Clare (deceased) in 1956 and 
Mrs. Clare Busby (Grace) fromerly of Van
couver, deceased in 1963. 

Mother and Dad passed away in 1944 and 
1958 respectively, and they along w~th Clare 
are buried at Melita. 
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BERT COULTRY 

Mr. Bert Coultry was a C. P. R. conductor 
who lived in Miniota in the 1900' s. 

WILLIAM COWAN 

by George Cole 

William Cowan was born in Dunfries, Scot
land, .on May 24, 1866. He arrived in Winnipeg 
in i882, travelled over the newly built 
C. P. R. to Brandon, and went to Qu' Appelle, 
Saskatchewan, just in time to enlist in the 
Western Field Forces. This militia was 
organized to cope with the rebellious Metis 
and Indians who resented the influx of white 
settlers from the East. He didn't see any 
action, but spent his time guarding a farm 
house, and acted as a Scou.t to track down 
Indian encampments and hIdeouts. He re
called having ridden 50 miles one day at this 
work. 

Following the Riel Rebellion, Mr. Cowan 
became constable at Beaver Lodge in the 
Peace River country, a job he held for 10 
years. Another experience he well re
memberd was the job of cooking for a road
building gang of 20 men. He made all the 
bread the men ate. 

During his lifetime Mr. Cowan had taken 
out three homesteads, one at Peace River, 
one in B. c., and.one at McAuley, where he 
lived until coming to Elkhorn to make his 
home. Here he resided, doing his own cooking, 
gardening, and generally looking after him
self until he reached the age of 97. Soon 
after this, he entered Deer Lodge Hospital 
owing to ill health, and died at the age of 99. 

DOUGLAS AND LESLIE COX 

Came from England about 1908, and farmed 
on N. E. 1/4 of sec. 7-14-27. He sold iHo 
Peter Cameron in 1911, and it is now owned 
by F. E. Cullen. 

ANGUS CRAIG F AMIL Y 

by Mrs. D. Blelloch 

Angus Craig was born in Innesvill, Ontario, 
on November 9, 1859. He was the eldest 
son of Scottish parents, John and Mary Craig. 
He came to the Arrow River district with 
the Flemmings in 1882. He homesteaded on 
the N. W. 1/4 28-13- 26 in 1884. On April 
11, 1888 he married Sarah Louisa Lelond, 
who was born July 8, 1869. 

They farmed in Miniota district. He was 
active in the Orange Lodge, and was also a 
trustee of Glenlochar school. Mrs. Craig 
passed away on May 19, 1923, and Mr. 
Craig continued farming until the fall of 
1924, when he left to live with his daughter 
and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Amos Gurr. 

They had twelve children. Mati1daandWes~ 
ley died in infancy. Mary, the eldest, was 
born in 1890, and on Dec. 29, 1915, married 
David Blelloch at Isabella. They had six 
children - four boys and two girls, and 
seven grandchildren. Mr. and Mrs. Blelloch 
now reside in Birtle. 

John, the eldest son, is unmarried, and now 
lives in Miniota with his sister Alice, (Mrs. 
Arlie Switzer). 

Annie married Amos Gurr in Hamiota on 
Jun 17, 1914. They had ten children, (two 
died in infancy) and 14 grandchildren. Amos 
died in 1952, and Mrs. Gurr in 1964. 

Charlie is also unmarried and makes his 
home at Manson with his nephew and wife, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Gurr. 

Aliee married Arlington Switzer, and they 
had two daughters, one son (who died in 
infancy) and four grandchildren. 

Alex lives at Terrace Bay, B. C., and is 
at present employed in tinsmith business. 

Ella married John Beattie of Miniota in 
1925. They farm in the Swan River district, 
and have two sons, one daughter, and six 
grandchildren. 

Archie married Rosa Hilton on Aug. 9, 
1936. They have two sons and one daughter, 
and live in Winnipeg. 

Katherine married Ivan Sparks in 1930. 
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They have ten children and fourteen grand
children. They live in Miniota and are care
takers of the Anglican Church. 

Lewis married Annie Towles in 1947, 
They are farming just north of Miniota and 
have two daughters. 

Mrs. Craig passed away on May 19, 1923. 
She was nursing Mrs. Gow when she suffered 
a stroke. The doctor was called, and she 
was brought home on a stretcher. She died 
eight hours later in her 54th year. 

After many years of ill health Mr. Craig 
passed away on April 8, 1948. He was in his 
89th years. 

CHARLES, CRAIG 
by daughter, Kate Bell 

My dad was born in Harriston, Ontario, 
on May 11, 1864. He came west in 1889, with 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Craig, and 
his brothers and sisters. They settled 1/2 
mile north of Miniota on the south-west 
quarter of 6-14-26. In a few years time, dad 
secured a homestead in the Isabella district. 
His dad and brother, Jack, homesteaded a 
quarter each, on the same section, 32-14- 25. 
Their Post Office address was Lucas, Man
itoba. 

The soil was black loam, quite stoney, 
numerous sloughs and ravines. But it has 
always been good wheat land. Dad planted 
many trees for shelter, namely maple, cotton
wood and willow, . also a few plums and 
crabapples for fruit. 

When hi" father became too old to farm, 
dad inherited his quarter section, and bought 
the south east quarter from a farmer at 
Birtle. He then farm,?d 3/4 of a section 32. 
His brother, Jack, quit farming to work on 
the railway. Mr. William Miller became the 
owner of his land. Cyril Norrie owns and 
works this land today. 

My mother w.as; Jane Harding and she and 
dad were married on January 1st, 1896, 
at her parents home at Redgrave, Ontario. 
They came west by train, and began their 
married life in a small home dad had built 
for his bride on his farm. In 1907, they 
built a large home, and the next year they 
built a new barn. Both buildings are still 
in use, and the farm is owned and worked 
bv Archie and .Jean. Norrie. Mrs. Norrie, 
the former Jean Harrison, is a granddaughter 

of the Craigs. We love to think of the old 
home being used and occupied by Jean, her 
husband and their family. 

In 1920, dad purchased a farm one and 
one-half miles north of Arrow River, now 
owned by Wilfred Lelond. While there, they 
built an extension to the house, added acom
fortable kitchen, pantry and two large rooms 
upstairs, enlarged the basement added a ce
ment floor, also a cement cistern. The farm 
was smaller, and brother, John, helped with 
the farming, leaving dad to spend many 
hours gardening. His peonies,' rhubarb and 
vegetables he was always happy to share 
with family and friends. 

Their family consisted of nine, three babies 
died in infancy. Esther died at the age of 
five, after an operation. Mary, the eldest, 
lives in Hamiotaj Agnes in Brandonj Maggie 
passed away in October 1960j Dave and I 
live in Hamiotaj brother John died in August 
1965. 

My dad and mother worked for the highest 
ideals in their home, community and their 
church. Dad was an enthusiastic member of 
the church board. Mother had a Sunday 
School class, whenever possible. She ·was 
very fond of her class of Arrow River boys. 
Her last class at Arrow River was both 
girls and boys. 1'm sure every member was 
loved by her. 

Dad was keenly interested in public affairs. 
He was a member of the rural council for 
fourteen years. His health was impaired the 
last few years of his life, due to a stomach 
ulcer. He still managed to visit family and 
friends. He passed away in February 1939, 
at his Arrow River home. His funeral service 
was held in the church. Fev. A •. G. McMillan 
assisted by Rev. H. I. Bowman, officiated. 
Mr. Fussell Lynch sang" The Old Rugged 
Cross" . 

Mother moved to Brandon after dad's 
death, and had a suite of rooms in a private 
home. She passed away in the Brandon 
General Hospital, in January 1944. She was 
buried in the family plot in the Arrow River 
cemetery. "To live in the hearts of those 
we love is not to die." 

DR. BRYAN CRANDALL 

Dr. Bryan Crandall was the first medical 
doctor in the Crandall-Arrow River district. 
He came west from Clifford, Ontario, in 
1887 to the now Crandall district, where 
his son, Albert Morley, had purchased afarm. 
He and his wife, Alice, lived with their son 
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for two years until the railway came through 
from Hamiota to Miniota in 1889. The C.P.R. 
chose the site for a town where Crandall 
now stands and, since the construction crew 
had a camp on the farm, and Dr. Crandall 
administered to their medical needs, the fore
man named the town CraMall. When the site 
for the town was laid out, Dr. Crandall 
had a home and office built in the town, from 
which he 'carried on his practice until he was 
75 and his eyesight failed. 

He was a big man, standing over six feet 
tall, broad of shoulder and he wore a small 
goatee. He travelled hundreds of miles by 
horse and buggy. The horse was a big bay 
which he called Captain. He always carried 
a good whip and never hesitated to use it 
when on a hurried call. Weather conditions 
never stopped him or his faithful horse. 

He didn't believe in" cutting one to pieces" , 
as he would say, but relied on medicine and 
had the best tasting cough syrup. He always 
carried his little black bag which was sup~ 
posed to carry the new baby to .the Ilome. 
.A g~t of a .nice _doll was always made to 
the first girl in the family, and he called 
the children his" chicks" . 

After serving the community well, for many 
years, Dr. Crandall passed away at his home, 
in 1921, at the age of 81. 

LUTHER CURRY 

Luther Curry was the eldest member of a 

large family. He was born on Feb. 14, 1847, 
in Erin, Ontario. His parents were Irish. 
HIS father was a Methodist clergyman, and his 
mother a former schoolmistress. Time 
passed. Luther reached the age of manhood, 
married, and settled on afarm near W ingham, 
Ontario. 

About this time he began to hear tales of 
the great North-West. The Canadian Pacific 
Railway was being built from coast to coast; 
land could be had for a premium, in ·fact, 
one could obtain one- hundred- sixty acres 
by just living on the land for three years, 
and doing a few homestead duties. This 
sounded good to Mr. Curry, so he and his 
brother, Philip, decided to see this wonderful 
country for themselves. 

They travelled by horse-back part of the 
way, and at last reached Winnipeg. In Win
nipeg they obtained employment on the rail
road. 

Mr. Curry was favourably imprEi,ssed with 
the country, so he decided to make"his home 
in Manitoba, but before doing so he would 
have to acquire some land. 

At that time it was thought that the main 
line of the C. P. F. would pass through the 
Rapid City district, so in order to be near 
the railroad, Mr. Curry took up land a short 
distance north of where the town of Hamiota 
now stands. He then returned to Ontario to 
make arrangements to move his family to 
their new home. However, after living on this 

Roy, Ruby, Les, Mrs. Curry. Brodie, Eva, granddaughter Glenyce. 
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farm for a short time, he found the land 
was excellent, but water was scarce. The 
nearest point from which he could get water 
was Milne's Lake, a considerable distance 
from his farm. He decided to look else
where for a farm where water could be 
obtained more readily. 

He had heard there was land available in 
the Assiniboine Valley, so early one morning 
he wended his way westward, arriving at a 
settlement then known as Parkissimo, now 
Miniota. Entering the valley just south of 
where the town of Miniota now stands, he 
called at the home of Mr. Harry Turner, 
where he was treated with great hospitality, 
and invited to stay for dinner. Mr. Turner 
told him of a place a few miles down the 
valley which he thought would meet with 
Mr. Curry's requirements. Arriving at the 
spot where Mr. Turner had directed him, 
he was delighted with what he saw. It was even 
better than he had antiCipated - good land, 
a well sheltered building site, and, best of 
all, a flowing spring of crystal clear water. 
InCidentally, he named the farm" Springbank" 
as he said to himself, "This is it" . 

He immediately set out for Birtle, a town 
about twenty-five miles 'to the north, to file 
a claim, and bring back a load of lumber. 
Farm buildings would have to be built, but 
this would take time, so in the meantime, 
Mr. Curry made a "dug- out", an excavation 
into the hillside with a wall, built to the 
front, containing a door and a window. 

In time Mr. Curry had a fine set of farm 
buildings, built of logs found in the surround
ing area. The house consisted of a large 
living- room, with a room upstairs, and a 
lean-to kitchen at the back. Through time a 
stone milk- house was added a short distance 
to the rear. In this, the milk was set in 
shallow pans for the cream to rise. Cream 
separators were unknown at that time. 

To churn the cream, a dog-churn was used. 
This was a churn attaced to a barrel by means 
of a belt. Two dogs were used alternately. 
Their names were" Ginny" and "Joe" . The 
dog was place in the barrel, and the barrel 
put into motion. The dog had to keep pace 
with the revolving barrel, and the cream was 
churned into butter. Ginnywas always on hand 
to churn, but Joe usually hurried off to the 
barn. 

Mr. Curry raised grain, horses, cattle, 
pigs and poultry. One day while herding cattle, 
a young farmhand found a wild goose nest. 
He brought home two goslings which turned 

out to be males. One, "Condor" became 
quite a pet, the other stayed with' the tame 
geese in the barnyard, 

Condor had the misfortune to break his 
leg. Mr, Curry bound it up, but Condor 
always walked with a limp. If Mrs. Curry 
happened to be sitting on the verandah, he 
would limp up, sit beside her, and gabble 
away. as if he understood everything she was 
saying. All she had todowas caJI, 'Condor", 
and he was there. 

The other gander was quite different. One 
day a young clergyman came into the yard 
on horseback. Much to his surprise, the 
gander flew at him, and no doubt the young 
man was glad to escape. 

Farming brought its good years and its 
bad years. One year it was so dry, there 
wasn't even feed for the cattle. Mr. Curry 
and his neighbours went north to Lake Daup
hin, built shacks, and put up hay. Later they 
drove their cattle to that vicinity for winter
ing, It is interesting to know that where 
they camped for the winter is where the town 
of Dauphin now stands. 

Mr. Curry enjoyed hunting and fishing, and 
so kept his table well supplied. At one time 
he shot two bears, - one a brown bear. 

As a hobby, Mr. Curry engaged in taxi
dermy. After shooting an animal or bird he 
would mount it. At one time he had two 
pelicans, 

As a side line, Mr. Curry burned lime. 
. He built a kiln on a side hill, and filled it 
with limestone from the surrounding area. 
The fire was built under the stones and 
kept burning continuously for five or six 
days. People came from miles around to 
procure the finished product. 

After a time, new farm buildings were 
b.uilt. These are still standing. The house, of 
fme stone- work, is yet in good repair and 
very attractive. ' 

In 1898 Mr. Curry married Henrietta Rob
inson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Robinson 
of the Arrowton district, now known as 
Decker. The couple decided to drive to 
Virden to be married by Rev. Peter Strang; 
Mr. Curry had bought a new conveyance 
a Phaeton, with lights at the front and 
rear. He also owned a team of beautiful 
~rivers. However, Mr. Warren, ayoungEng
llsh farmer who lived in the valley, just west 
of the Curry place, persuaded Mr. Curry to 
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take his buggy which had a driver's seat in 
the front. As a result, Mr. Curry invited his 
cousin, Mr. William Warner, to drive the 
happy couple to and from Virden. Mrs. 
Curry remarked, with a twinkle in her eye, 
, We surely travelled in state!" 

Mrs. Curry, oldest pioneer in the Miniota 
district, passed away on December 24, 1965 
in her riinety-fifth year. ' 

For several years prior to her death, Mrs. 
Curry lived in Miniota with her son Brodie 
although in the summer she spent much of 
her time in the "old stone house" (as she 
called it) on the farm. The house stands at 
the foot of a hill overlooking the beautiful 
Assiniboine valley. She had a host of friends 
who loved to meet with her and reminisce 
about the days gone by. 

Mr. and Mrs. Curry had a family of five, 
all living - Brodie, Roy, Leslie, Eva and 
Ruby. 

BRODIE CURRIE 

I was born in the Assiniboine valley on 
the S. E. 16-13-26, in the year 1901, the 
eldest son of Luther and Henrietta Curry. 

My father passed away in 1908 when I was 
seven years old. My mother raised the family 
consisting of two girls and three boys. 

She rented the farm to several different 
people until we were a little older. At the age 
of fourteen or fifteen years, my brother Roy 
and myself worked the farm until 1920. 

We went to the Glenlochar schooltwo miles 
north of our home, walking in the summer 
and drove a pony in the winter time. 

I can well remember we had certain duties 
to do at school. Two boys would have to 
walk one-half mile to Mr. McQuay's farm 
for a pail of water. The girls would sweep 
the floor. 

The school was heated with a big barrel 
stove. On the cold days the younsters would 
have to sit around the stove with their coats 
on to keep warm. In 1920 we rented the farm 
and lived in Miniota. 

I worked with Mr. Wallace Berwick on the 
Municipal Telephone system for eight years. 
We had two central offices, one in Crandall 
and one in Miniota. We had about 500 tele
phones and about 500 miles of line to look 

after. We often had to drive with horses in 
the winter up to fifteen or twnety miles to 
service lines. The roads were very poor, not 
as many graded roads as we have today. 

Later the Miniota Municipal Telephone sys
tem was sold to tbe. Manitoba government 
for the sum of one dollar. 

I then went back to the farm for several 
years. r have seen a lot of change in farm 
operations since then. r recall selling wheat 
for three dollars a bushel, and in the de
pression years of the 1930' s a bushel of 
wheat only brought twenty-five cents. Also 
at this time a two-year old cattle beast would 
only bring about $8.00 a head. 

In 1942 I went into business in Miniota 
with Massey-Harris farm machinery, later 
Masc:ey-Ferguson Industries Ltd. I am still 
in this same business to date - 1966. 

I have seen a lot of changes in the farm 
equipment in that length of time. 

My mother lived with me in Mini~ until 
her passing in December 1965, at the age 
of 94 years. 

ROY CURRIE 

I was born in the Municipality of Miniota, 
the second son of Luther and Henrietta 
Currie who resided in the Assiniboine Valley. 
As the home was in the school district of 
Glenlochar, I attended school there with my 
two brothers and two sisters. 

This school district had been formed in 
1906 by the early settlers of the district. 

r lived in Miniota in the period between 
1920-25, the Currie family having taken up 
residence there. I worked part time in 
Forsyth's grocery store and on the rail
road during this time. 

r recall the Main Street in Miniota being 
quite new at that time, having been rebuilt 
with a brick frontage, the wooden buildings 
having been destroyed by fire in 1915. 

These were the post-war years, and I 
recollect there was considerable activity, 
- cars and trucks were becoming quite 
numerous. The municipality was in the 
process of building a network of graded 
roads to accommodate these vehicles. These 
were called market roads and necessitated 
crossing the Assiniboine Valley at three 
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points. As this work was all done by horse 
and scraper, it was quite an undertaking. 

It was in these early twenties that the 
first radios made their appearance in Mini
ota. There was quite a demand for these 
machines as it was a real thrill to hear 
voice and music come over the air-waves 
for the fi,rst time. 

In 1926 I returned with my family to the 
valley farm home onS. E. 16-13-26, to take 
up farming - the farm having been rented 
during the period we lived in Miniota. 

These were good years for farming. There 
was no indication at that time that a world 
wide depression would sweep the country in 
the 1930's. 

This farm, one section in all, was ideal 
for mixed farming. The house and barn built 
against the hill on the north side of the 
valley were surrounded by a heavy growth 
of maple trees, affording good shelter for 
livestock. A creek ran through the yard as 
well. The two storey stone house had running 
water facilities, under pressure by gravity, -
the source being a flowing spring from the 
hills above. This system was installed by my 
father when he built the house in 1897. 

We did most of our landwork with horses 
at this time, however tractors were now 
beginning to be used. I recall we bought our 
first tractor, a Fordson, in 1927, thereby 
speeding up the landwork considerably. 

In 1928 I rented the W. E. Warren farm 
west up the valley on the north half of 17-
13-26, - the Warren family having moved to 
the west coast. Here. :lhout 1899 Mr. Warren 
had built a two storey brick house. located 
on the north Slope, facmg south, overlooking 
the valley. This gave a wonderful view up 
and down the valley, and of the river below. 

In the period that I farmed here, combines 
were beginning to make their appearance in 
this part of the country, but most of the 
harvesting was still done by binder and 
threshing machine. It required quite a number 
of men, horses. and wagons to ooorate these 
machines so farmers worked together to have 
the gang requifed to pick up the stooks, 
thresh the grain, and store it in the granaries. 

I recall making a trip to the Calgary Stam
pede in 1928 with my brother Leslie and two 
other friends. Wp drove om:, 1918 Model T 
Ford following pretty well the same route 
that our NO. l' Trans-Canada paved highway 

now takes. There was no gravel at this time, 
just a dirt track, and on this particular 
trip, mud all the way there and back. 

In 1929 Les Currie left Miniota to take 
up residence in Swan River where he est
ablished a furniture business. He resides in 
Swan River at present. 

In 1937 I married Mabel Edith Boyce, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Boyce, 
also of the Glenlochar district. We established 
a residence on the S. W. 16-13-26, on the 
north side of the Assiniboine Valley. It 
was here that our first child, a daughter, 
Glenyce Irene, was born - now married to 
Dr. W. A. Tweed, and now residing in ottawa. 
They have two sons) Douglas Blair and 
William Dean. .' 

In 1941 our home was completely des
troyed by fire. In 1943 we purchased the An
drew farm on the S. E. 21-13-26. This farm, 
three miles east of Miniota and two miles 
south off Highway 24 had previously been 
occupied by three generations of Andrews -
Charles Andrew, Robert Andrew and Vern 
Andrew, - the latter having given up farming 
to take up a real estate business in Virden. 

We built a new home here in 1946 and here 
our second child was born, a son, Maurice 
Gilbert, attended Brandon College, and is 
now employed as an accountant atEsterhazy, 
Sask. 

MAURICE CURRY 

Maurice Curry came to Miniota in 1947 
as District Supervisor with the Manitoba 
Power Commission. In 1949 he married 
Myrtle MOS80P, daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Mossop. They purchased the house 
in Miniota formerly owned by the late Charles 
M. Goodwin. In 1962 they moved to Dauphin. 
They hSJ,ve one daughter, Brenda. 

HENRY CUSACK 

Henry Cusack and his wife and family 
came from Dutton, Ontario. They settled 
on a farm in the Harmsworth District, where 
they farmed for some time, then returned 
to Ontario. 

About 1901 they again came to Manitoba 
taking up a farm in the Assiniboine Valley; 
near Uno, living there until they retired to 
Miniota. 

They had a family of five sons: Samuel, 
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Henry Jr., James, William and Richard, also 
five daughters: Caroline, who married Rob
ert Turnbull of the Two Creeks district, and 
who later moved to the west coast; Edith, 
(Mrs. Kenneth Duncan), whose historyap
pears elsewhere in this book. There are also 
three sisters who remained in the east. 

Sam, the eldest son settled inArrowRiver. 

Henry Jr. purchased a large steam thresh
ing outfit in the early 1900' s and threshed 
over a large territory including Elkhorn, 
Arrow River and Miniota districts, until the 
farmer:: bought smaller outfits of their own. 
While operating this outfit, Hank, as he was 
locally known, had the misfortune to lose 
most of one foot in the open gears of his 
steam tractor. He was a good mechanic 
and was always willing to offer his services 
to help anyone with mechanical problems. 
Hank enjoyed working with machines and was 
still interested in threshing until he passed 
away in 1947. 

He had spent some time up north freight
ing on the Hudson Bay Railway which was 
under construction at that time. 

James, the third son, came to Miniota 
with his parents. As a young man he was a 
good athlete, outstanding in hockey, fancy 
and speed skating. Being sportsminded he 
kept a stable of horses on the lots just 
north of the Community Centre, near the fair 
grounds. From here he took his race horses 
around the racing circuits, winning numerous 
prizes. In later years Jim did considerable 
contract work around Miniota, moving houses 
etc., also took up farming. He passed away 
in 1949. 

William, or Bill as he was known to 
his friends around Miniota, was of the outdoor 
type. His chief pastime was to be out in the 
woods, and he spent a considerabl e part of 
his lifetime hunting and trapping along the 
Assiniboine River, as he resided close to its 
banks. In his younger days he was always 
willing to come to town if the hockey team 
needed a good man, and he generally showed 
up at the sports days and other functions 
to join in the celebrations. While on one 
of his hunting trips, Bill had the misfort
une to damage one of his eyes, which hani
capped him in his later years. Bill passed 
away in 1952. 

Richard, the youngest son, operated a 
barber shop and pool room in Miniota in the 
early years. He was in the forces during the 
1914-18 war. He returned to Miniota. but 

Henry Cusack's s,o.n, Dick and wife. 

shortly afterward purchased the hotel at 
Reston, which he operated in conjunction 
with a barber-shop and pool-room until he 
passed away in 1959. 

SAM CUSACK 

Sam Cusack married Elizabeth Ann (Bessie) 
Tennant, and to them were born two sons 
and two daughters, Alma, George, Jack and 
Jean. They received their education at Arrow 
River school. Mr. and Mrs. Cusack had a 
butcher shop, were caretakers of the railway 
station and school, and Sam was also mail 
carrier for a time. Bessie Cusack was an 
active community worker and a'life member 
of the W, M. S. When her husband passed 
away very suddenly in 1927, she and the 
family moved to Winnipeg. 

1940 item from Miniota Herald: "Miss 
Alma Cusack (Mrs. J. J: Tyler), after 
studying interior decorating in New York 
was, in 1940, a representative of Canadia~ 
Industries in Western Canada, and tried her 
hand at writing. A play entitled "A Lady 
in the Making", was accepted by the C. B. C. 
in 1940." 
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DWIGHT DAHLGREN FAMILY 

by Mrs. Dahlgren 

On August 16, 1930, Dwight and I arrived 
in Miniota as bride and groom, and rented a 
house at the east end of Louise Avenue. Now 
a home should always have a special area 
of beauty when two young people are starting 
life together. To us Miniota was the perfect 
place, because not only the town but the 
surrounding country is so picturesque. The 
people, too were very kind to us. Our neigh
bours next door, Mr. and Mrs. W m. Copeland, 
were always helpful and generous. She taught 
me much I didn't know about housekeeping .... 
especially the pleasure of having many beau
tiful flowers. 

My husband was Principal of the Miniota 
High School. We always find it interesting to 
see students he once had, or hear about 
where they are and what they are doing. 

Our first two daughters were born in 
Miniota - Lorraine in 1931. Nineteen years 
later she taught school in Arrow River. She 
is now Mrs. Jack Wedel, and she and her 
four children live in Transcona, Manitoba. 
OUr second daughter, Eila, trained for a 
nurse in Toronto. She is now Mrs. Harry 
Fee. They live in Grimsby, Ontario, with 
their three children. 

Always I enjoyed the W. 1. meetings, but 
one, held at Mrs. Forsythe's home, particul-' 
arly appealed to me. The guest speaker was 
Miss Laura Johnson, Public Health Nurse. 
She had been a year at Flin Flon, and told 
of her many experiences in that mining town, 
which was then only a name to us. I, too, 
had been a Public Health Nurse, and to move 
there seemed a worth while adventure. We 
found out all we could about the place, and 
in 1934 we moved to Flin Flon. Herewe have 
had thirty-one interesting years. Dwight is 
with the Research Department of H.B.M. & 
S. Co. 

We have two other daughters - Flora, a 
teacher, (Now Mrs. J. Lamoureux) of St. 
Lambert, Quebec, with two children and Eliz
abeth, a nurse, (Mrs. Norman Dumontet 
living in St. Boniface, with three sons.) 

Our four years is only a speck in the over
all history of Miniota, where we did our 
best to give good service, and left many 
friends and happy memories. 

SHELDON WALTER DALES 

I, Sheldon W. Dales, better known as Pat, 
was born at Duff, Saskatchewan on March 
17,1932. Spent my early years on my parents 
farm in the Duff district. 

In 1950, I moved with my family to Toronto 
and started working as a mechanic. After 
being employed in garages in Toronto, in 
Sept. 1953 I moved back to Moosomin, 
Saskatchewan, worked in a garage there until 
the following May, when I started working 
at F. R. Bryant's Garage in Miniota. 

June 12, 1954 I married Thelma Paton of 
Shelburne, Ontario. Our first home was the 
suite above the Fred Bryant residence. In 
1960 we purchased the house belonging to 
the late Mrs. Tom Lelond. 

Our daughter Margaret Lee was born in 
the Hamiota District Hospital in 1956. 

In July 1963, we built a service station 
on the South side of Miniota on Highway 83. 

Our years spent in Miniota have been 
happy. What with the many activities taking 
place one is never idle. I belong to the Odd 
Fellows Lodge, R. M. of Miniota Fire Dept. 
and have tried to do my part in the Commun
ity projects. 

WILLIAM HERBERT DART 

by Mrs. Hilda E. Dart 

Mr. and Mrs. Dart, wHh infant daughter 
Marguerite, movea from Winnipeg to Minfota 
on June 1, 1913. They rented a small cottage 
two doors west of Learn's Hotel, and then 
in 1916 they purchased a house from the Inter
national Harvester Co. on Assiniboine Ave. 
This house is at present occupied by Mr. E. 
Spalding and family. 

During the time Mr. Dart lived in Miniota 
he was employed as Baggageman on the 
C. P. R. train running between Miniota and 
Brandon. 

The family attended the Methodist and 
later the United Church. Mrs. Dart was 
active in church work and was a member 
of the Women' Institute. Mr. Dart was a 
member of the Miniota Masonic Lodge A. F. 
& A. M. 
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An interesting event of this time was the 
Trainman's Ball, put on by the local train 
crew, which was the highlight of the season 
during the early 1920' s. People came by 
train to attend - danced the night through -
returning to their home by train the following 
morning. The large Elliot orchestra from 
Brandon supplied the music on more than one 
occasion. Gentlemen were given white gloves, 
and ladies were given corsages. They usually 
made a small profit, and this money was 
used for flowers for the sick, and other 
comforts in a benevolent manner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dart had three children, 
who attended school in Miniota, and later 
at Saskatoon when the family moved there 
in 1931, - Bertha Marguerite, (Mrs. Allan 
King) residing in Otterburn, P. Q., - John 
Ernest Dart, residing in Brandon with two 
sons, Dennis and William, - Evelyn Mae, 
(Mrs. John H. Smith) with two daughters, 
Sidney-Anne and Jennifer. 

Mr. Dart passed away on ;July, 1961, and 
Mrs. Dart now resides in Montreal, P. Q. 

CHARLES DAWLEY 

by daughter Velma 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dawley rented the 
John _ Fleming farm north of Quadra Siding 
in 1943, moving here from south of Crandall. 
Mrs. Dawley was an active member in Arrow 
RIver Women's Organizations. Mr. Dawley 
belonged to the Masonic Lodge at Miniota and 
in 1945 ran as C. C. F. candidate in the 
Hamiota Constituency. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Dawley were faithful United Church members. 
Due to illness, Mr. Dawley sold out in 1952 
and moved to Rocanville, Sask. where their 
only child, Mrs. J. W. Minty (Velma) resides. 
Here they built ahome and made many friends. 
In 1956 Mrs. Dawley passed away in a car 
accident. This year, Mr. Dawley rented his 
home and now resides in Pioneer Lodge, 
Moosomin, Saskatchewan. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Minty and daughter, 
Karen, moved to Arrow River from Rocan
ville, Sask., in the spring of 1944. Residing 
on the John Fleming farm in partnership 
with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dawley, parents 
of Mrs. Minty. Bill Minty was a member 
of the Oddfellows Lodge of Miniota. With a 
few fellow musicians, ineluding Bill Tennant. 
Johnny Mitchell, Mrs. Carnegie and Bill Min~ 
tv, Arrow River had its own orchestra.. 
While at Arrow River, a son, Lloyd, wal': 

born in May of 1944. Farming here included 
large fields of wheat. Bill Minty and Charlie 
Dawley had mainly Hereford cattle. In the 
year 1947, the Mintys returned to Rocan
ville where Bill had purchased 3/4 section 
of land. In the fall of 1947 a daughter, Dawn 
Alta, arrived, and this completed the family. 
The years have made many changes. Karen 
took a Commercial Course and has been 
employed at Moosomin, Sask., and Calgary, 
Alta., before her marriage, to Blair Polvi. 
Mr. ani:! Mrs. Polvi reside on a farm west 
of Rocanville. Mter completion of high school, 
Lloyd is taking Resources Management at 
Saskatoon, Sask. Dawn Alta is in Grade XI 
at Rocanville. 

Every day is a busy one for Bill, as he 
drives a school bus along with farming. 
He is also a director in the Rocanville 
Co-Operative. Mrs. Minty belongs to Home 
and School and is president of the Commun
ity's own LadiesJ Elim Club. 

DAVID DEANS 
by D. M. Deans 

I was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and sailed 
for Canada in the month of June, 1912, 
shortly after the ship, Titanic, met her 
fate in the Atlantic Ocean on her maiden 
voyage. I landed in Quebec eight days later, 
and travelled over land to Winnipeg, Man
itoba. I was married in the city of Winnipeg 
in the year 1920, to a girl who had also 
been born in Glasgow. In 1922 my oldest 
daughter, Lillian, was born in Ocher River, 
Man. She is now Mrs. Harold Salmon and 
lives on a farm in the Birtle Municipality. 

In 1922 we went to live on the farm of 
the late Hon. G. H. Malcolm who .Fas 
Minister of Agriculture in the Norris Uov
ernment of Manitoba. I also worked for the 
late Mr. Jno. Lelond at Arrow River, and 
also for his father, the late Mr. Wm. Le
lond. My second daughter, Eleanor, was 
born at this time in Miniota Hospital. SM 
is now Mrs. Russ Jackman of Dauphin, Man. 

In 1930 I operated the Palmer farm north
west of Miniota, close to the Indian Reserve. 
In 1932 the late Hon. G. H. Malcolm passed 
away, and I leased the Malcolm farm. Then 
followed a period of time that is difficult 
to forget. In the year 1935 I sold wheat at 
the interesting price of 349 per bushel,! 
the price of barley was from 79 to 11'1' 
a bushel. Catfle were sold at from 29 to 
3 1/2 9 per pound. In the town of Birtle I 
sold live turkeys, weighing 17 lbs. each at 
the price of $1.00 per bird. That was the 
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year black rust badly damaged our crops. 
Some of my neighbours burned their crops 
rather than thresh them. 

My son William was born in Miniota 
Hospital in 1931. He is now llvinginCalgary, 
Alberta. 

Altogether, I lived for nine years on the 
Malcolm farm. After my retirement from the 
farm, I met with a serious accident which 
caused me to remain in a cast for one year. 
While still on crutches I obtained employment 
as Operator in the Miniota Municipal Tele
phone Office. Here I remained employed for 
nine years. The system was then taken over 
by the Manitoba Telephone System, and I 
remained with this Company for one more 
year, while the old lines were being dis~ 
mantled, the new lines built and the more 
modern type of telephone installed. 

While in Miniota I had the pleasure of 
teaching the Bible Class for two years, 
was chairman of the Board of Stewards 
for one year, secretary for' two years, and 
a member of the same Board for ten years. 
I was also caretaker of the church and the 
Municipal Hall for a number of years. I was, 
and still am, a member of Miniota LO.O.F. 
Lodge and of the Miniota Masonic Lodge. 

Altogether, we resided in the Miniota Mun
icipality for a period of thirty-four years, 
and retain many pleasant memories of that 
time. We yet think of Miniota as our home 
town in Canada, 'and enjoy paying a visit 
there from time to time. 

"OUR V ALLEY" 

Our valley, green or mauve or white, 
As changing seasons spread their light, 
To open up before our eyes 
The grandeur of a paradise. 
Eternal hills stretch far and wide 
Like guardians, stand on either side, 
And blend the shadows with the light, 
In panoramic beauty bright. 

The pastures lush, the golden grain, 
The fallowed fields, the welcome rain, 
The white-skinned birch and stately nak 
That beckon to our valley folk. 
The flora decked with morning dew, 
The tiger lillies' orange hue, 
The cactus and the. golden rod 
Spread 0' er where once the buffalo trod. 

Each berry bush in bridal dress 
So closely knit in sweet caress. 

The lilac perfume in the air 
Pervades our valley everywhere. 
The fauna too, each of their kind, 
The lordly stag and graceful hind. 
At night the coyotes wicked howl 
Is echoed by docile barn owl. 

And far across the green clad dell 
We hear the sound of Boss's bell, 
While farmer Jones with cheerful lilt 
Brings Bossy home again to milk. 
And high above our Valley fair 
The eagle circles in the air, 
Proud monarch of the empty space, 
stern ruler of the feathered race. 

And farmsteads spread like polka dots, 
With varied colored garden plots. 
The river's strange peculiar sounds 
Like distant baying of the hounds, 
All these and more are just a part 
Of sounds and scenes that pulse the heart, 
The hands of man ne' er fashioned such 
Asthis bright gem of nature's touch. 

So let us thank the unseen hand 
For all the beauties of our land; 
The sun, the moon, the stars above 
This peaceful land, the land we love. 

This poem was inspired by the beauties 
of the Assiniboine Valley on the outskirts 
of the village of Miniota. - D. M. Deans. 

THOMAS DE,ANS 

Thomas Deans was born in Ireland in the 
early 1900' s, settling first at Birtle and 
then at Miniota, where he lived for fifty 
years. He served with the 181st Battalion 
C. E. F. in the first World War. 

JOHN DESMOND 

John Desmond came to the Miniota - Arrow 
River area about 1908. He worked for several 
farmers, and also with W. R. Prentiss as a 
carpenter. Latterly, he assisted .Mr. Alex 
Spalding in the Post Office. 

Jack, as he was usually called, enlisted 
in World War I with the R.CA.F. and held 
the rank of corporal in the Ground Crew. 

He was an expert swimmer, and instructed 
many members of the Miniota Swimming 
Club. He was also an able Soccer player, 
and a good dancer, acting as M.C. for most 
dances at that time. 
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As a member of the Canadian Legion, 
Jack took a keen interest in all their activ
ities. When he died he was buried in Miniota 
Cemetery with Legion honours. 

He was also a member of the Sons of 
England Lodge. 

GEORGE DIBBLEE 

I have been associated with Miniota for 
over 40 years, having lived in the Miniota 
Municipality for that length of time. 

I was born in Moore's Mills, New Bruns
wick, where my father and my grandlather 
practised medicine for 84 consecutive years. 
Weare of United Loyalist descent. The 
first of our name, Robert Dibblee, settled 
in Dorchester, Massachusettes, in 1633. In 
1783, Fyler Dibblee, an officer of the Loyal 
army, brought a shipload of people (evicted 
from their homes by the American Govern
ment) to St. John, New Brunswick. I have his 
sword now in my possession. 

After two years training in Fredericton 
Normal School, I came West and took over a 
school in Tamarisk, Manitoba. My most 
interesting remembrance of that areais about 
the abundance of wild game that was in 
the mountains just south of us. Moose, elk 
and deer were so plentiful that a full limit 
could be obtained with the very minimum of 
time and travel. After this I wandered about 
considerably, and finally halted in South 
Alberta. Here I joined the round-up wagon 
of the Mormon Church which was selling all 
the Church owned cattle to Ross and Wallace 
(Mormon ranchers). We cltlared up their 
holdings in South Alberta, and went fairly 
deeply into Montana. In each of three trips 
we brought from 1200 to 1500 to Lethbridge, 
where we vented the Church brand D-K, 
and put on the Ross and Wallace brand. the 
Hat. A T. V. ranching programme this 
winter showed Ross, evidently a descendant' 
of the old Ross, branding with the same 
brand. Later, I rode for Burns, who ran 
10,000 head on his Milk River ranch along 
the Montana border. One hard winter, we cut 
out 5,000 head of weak stock and 'drove them 
into the Bed Ground just outside the town of 
Milk River. Burns would ship in a train 
load of pressed hay at a time to feed this 
bunch. I still have some pictures of this 
big herd. 

When the First World War came, I joined 
the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles. We landed 
in France in 1915. Here we turned overfrom 

a Mounted Regiment to an Infantry Battalion. 
I was wounded, decorated ( D.C.M.), commis
sioned, and was luckily on foot with the Bat
talion in Mons on Armistice Day in 1918. 

After the war I returned to the West and 
took over the Amaranth High School for 
three years. Then followed two years as 
assistant Principal in the Souris Collegiate. 
From here I came to lsabella: as Principal 
in 1925. In this year I joined the Miniota 
Masonic Lodge. After seven years in Isa
bella, came 22 years in Crandall. During 
my first year here, Olive Thompson, daught
er of J. Thompson of Beulah, became my 
wife. Two daughters were born to us, -
DianE;, who with her husband is teaching 
in a Teachers' College in Tanzania, East 
Africa, and Buda, employed by CBe in 
Calgary. I must give credit to a very fine 
number of assistants in the Crandall School. 
Amongst other Scholarships, we won six 
Isbisters (competitive). 

From Crandall we moved to the very 
pleasant village of Arrow River in 1954. 
When the High School was taken from there 
in 1959, I retired. My wife remained as 
PrinCipal of the Elementary School till we 
at last had a home of our own in 'the friendly 
town of Miniota in 1964. 

JOHN DICKIE 

John Dickie was born in Newton-Stewart 
Wigtonshire, Scotland on May 8, 1900. In 
1921 he married Jean Cunningham of Brox
burn, Linlithgoshire, Scotland, and he set 
sail for Canada the same year. Arrange
ments had been made for him to work as 
farm help for William Lindsay of S.W . 
22-13- 27. In 1922 Mrs. Dickie came to 
Canada to join her husband, and she too 
came to the Lindsay farm. The Assiniboine 
River was flooded that year, and she crossed 
to the west side of the river by a ferry 
operated by Harry Castle. 

After leaving the Lindsays, John worked 
at varioos jobs until 1932 when he started 
farming. He first rented the N. W. quarter 
of 30-13- 26 (the former Dave Fraser farm); 
then on the former Tom Payne half section; 
then in 1947 they purchased the farm known 
as the Crockart farm, from Herb Flannery. 
He sold this farm to Joe Krochowski in 
1952, and purchased the S. W. quarter of 
18-14- 26, where they resided until 1966 
when they moved to Miniota. In his first 
years in Canada, John will be remembered 
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for his old time violin playing at house 
parties, and for his horse trading. 

A daughter, Jean, was born in Miniota 
on May 24, 1923. A second daughter Maude, 
was born at Beulah on May 11, 1924. Robert 
Donald (better known as Bob) was born on 
April 19, 1932 in,Miniota. 

After' . ~ornpleting all her schooling, in 
Miniota, Jean attended Teachers' TraIning in 
Brandon, and faught school in McCreary 
(Bower Schoo!), Man., and in Virden. In 
1947 she married John Alfred Wiens, form
erly of McCreary. 

Maude took her schooling in Miniota, and 
worked as telephone operator at Crandall, 
and on the local telephone staff. She married 
Leslie George Bryant, fourth son of Silas 
Bryant, and resides on the home farm. 

Bob atiended school at Miniota and Beulah, 
and through various employs, became inter
ested in business pertaining to automotive 
parts. He now has a wholesale business of 
his own in Calgary, Alberta, known as 
, Superior Automotive Supply and Service" . 
He married Gladys Nowalski of Calgary in 
1954, and they have two daughters, Brenda 
Jean and Barbara Jane, and one son, James 
Robert. 

REV. EARL S. DIXON 

I was minister of Miniota-Arrow River 
Charge of tile United Church from 1927 
to 1930... and also conducted ser
vices at Glenlochar ana Two Creeks schools. 
My mother, Mrs. Hannah Dixon, lived with 
IIlP. until her death in 1929, and my sister 
Edith. now Mrs. Bern Thompson, Rosetown, 
Sask .• was clerk for Mr. J. Snaldine: in the 
Municipal Office. I. was called to the United 
Church in Hartney, Julyl, 1930, and remained 
until 1933, at which time I married Miss 
Mabel McKinnon of La Riviere. Man. Other 
charges served include Elkhorn and Russell 
in Manitoba, and Kamsack, Indian Head, and 
Third Avenue Church, Saskatoon, ... all in 
Saskatchewan. 

Our one son, Brian, born in 1945, is now 
atiending Ryerson Poly technical Institute, 
Toronto, taking a course in "Radio and 
Television Arts." 

Since being in Miniota I have served over
seas and in Canada in the Canadian Chaplain 
Service, 1940-1945, retiring with the rank 
of Major. In 1957-'58, I was President 
of the United Conference of Saskatchewan. 

Being on Miniota - Arrow River Charge dur
ing the drought and depression years, memor
ies are coloured, by .this fact. Older young 
people were at home in great numbers .... 
unable to get work or continue their educa
tion. so activitv among them was a large 
part.of one's work. I recall, for example, 
how we debated this question for some time: 
dare we ask a yearly fee of 25y from 
each member ..... especially if there should 
be more than one in a family! However, those 
were years of great neighbourliness, and 
everyone stood on common ground. 

Receiving your letter from the Historical 
Committee carried my thoughts back a long 
way. Truly' a lot of water has flowed under 
the bridge" since my time in Miniota-Arrow 
River. However, we have never completely 
lost touch. I have had my present Charge 
at Roblin, Man. since 1964, and see an 
ocassional friend from your area. Inter
estingly enough, our Choir Leader here is 
Mrs. A.F. Campbell,' daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Douglas, now of Miniota. We 
also see Mrs. Jamieson (Merle Mitchell's 
daughte r) at Grandview. 

SAMUEL G. DIXON 

Samuel Dixon was born in Perth County, 
Ontario in'1881. He came West to McAuley, 
Manitoba, in 1900, and then to Indian Head., 
Sask. in 1901. While there he learned the 
barbering trade, and in 1904 he opened a 
Barber Shop in Miniota, Man. In 1910 he 
marr.ied Bertha Brennand of McAuley. He 
took up land, in 1912, in south-western Sask. 
approximately'70 miles S.E. of Swift Current. 
In the spring of 1913, he moved his family 
to the homestead, travelling from Swift Curr
ent by oxen. The home farm was the East 
1/2 of 23-6-12W 3rd. He later bought three 
and a quarter sections, which his sons now 
operate. In 1946 Mr. and Mrs. Dixon moved 
to ,Pontein, but continued to. help. of! the far.m. 
for. a number of years. Mrs. Dixon isn't 
too well, but Sam has very good health 
and puts in a garden every year. 

They have three children, Margaret, who 
is married, and Clifford and Jack. Clifford 
is married and Jack is single, but they. 
live together on the homestead .• 

There are three grandchildren and five 
great grandchildren. 

Sam was a councillor in the Rural Muni
cipality of Glen McPherson No.46 for many 
years. 
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CONWAY ALEXANDER 
DORWARD 

by William T. Dorward 

Conway Alexander Dorward was born in
Arbroath, Scotland, and went to Africa a
bout 1900 when a young man. He left Afric~ 
and returned to Scotland about 1904, but 
decided to go to another part of the British 
Empire, so he came to Birtle about 1910. 
Before coming ouf here lie married Nellie 
Wallace. In 1912 a son was born to them~ 
who was named Nelson Dorward. Nellie died 
shortly _ ~terwards and Nelson \Vas brought 
up by his aunt - Mrs. 1\1. J. Martin. 

C. A. Dorward and his brother W.L. 
Dorward 'opened a machine shop in Birtle 
but moved to Miniota in 1914 and started 
a machine shop and garage there. Mr. 
Dorward did not likp the cold Manitoba win
ters and almost every winter he went to 
Oakland, "California and got work operating 
a wood lathe making masts for ships and 
the like. He specialized in lathe work -
(both metal and wood lathes). On several 
occasions he went to Honolulu for the winter. 
He was a good community worker and was 
quite active in the Masonic Lodge. He left 
Miniota about 1928 and moved to Vancouve"r 
where he iived until his aeath. 

WILLIAM LARNACH DORW AnD 

by Bill Dorward 

William Larnach Dorward came to Canada 
in 1911 and joined his brother Conway Alex
ander Dorward at Birtle, Manitoba. W.L. 
Dorward was a steam fitter by trade and 
C. A. Dorward specialized in lath!! work. 

In 1912 W. L. Dorward was joined by his 
wife Elizabeth Patterson Dorward (nee Tay
lor) who came over from Scotland with their 
three children, William, Con and Phyllis 
who were 8, 4, and 1 respectively. Mr. 
Dorward oo.me from Arbroath where his 
-father was a wholesale grocer (and pre
viously a Captain of a ship plying the North 
Sea), and Mrs. Dorward came from Inver
keiller (a town near Arbroath) where her 
father was a farmer. 

In Birtle Dorward Bros. opened a machine 
shop and specialized in the repairing of 
steam engines (Threshers). In 19"14 they 

moved to Miniota and started up a machine 
shop and garage there. (The writer re
members that war was declared by Britain 
against Germany the day that we were moving 
the lathe from Birtle to Miniota---a long 
trip with a team and wagon and something 
as heavy as a big lathe. The lathe was 
last seen in Baldur, Manitoba a few years 
ago). For several years, Dorward Bros. 
operated a machine shop which serviced 
steam engines and separaters (grain) etc., 
but gasoline engines were gradually replacing 
steam engines, and cars were becoming more 
common and required serviCing, so the busi
ness gradually became a garage, and Dorward 
Bros. sold the old Model T Fords, then 
the 490 Chevrolet, and gradually later 
mOdels of Chevrolets, Fords and other cars 
such as Grey Dorts, Whippets, etc. They 
were at one time the agents for International 
Harvester, JOilil Deere, CocKshutt and other 
companies before these companies insisted 
you could only represent one of them. I 
still remember our first car when it was 
taken from the box car on the railway; 
a 1912 Ford which we got, I believe in 1915. 
It had a brass radiator and two brass rods 
which held up the windshield and cloth top, 
and side curtains and plastic windows. 

William L. Dorwara took an active part 
in community affairs, and sang Scottish 
songs at concerts, played the organ in what 
was first the Presbyterian and later the 
United Church. He belonged to the Masonic 
Lodge. He and Mrs. Dorward raised their 
family in Miniota. W. T. Dorward took up 
law; Con stayed with the garage and service 
business; Phyliss (now Mrs. Forbes Thomp
son) lives in Winnipeg; Irene (now Mrs. 
Harvey Colman) lives in Burnaby; and Dave, 
the youngest, joined the R.C.A.F. and gave 
his life for his Country in the Second W orId 
War. 

DONALD DOUGLAS: 

by Grace & Donald Douglas 

I was born in the County of Inverness 
in Scotland. DOring the first World War I 
served four years in the Royal Navy. During 
this time I sailed from the North Sea to 
the South Atlantic. I visited Trinidad, Ja
maica, New York, Bermuda, Sierra Leone, 
West Africa, Norway, Holland, France and 
did mine sweeping in the North Sea. Al
together, I served on five ships during the 
war. 
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In June, 1920, I came to Canada. Miniota 
was the first town I landed in. From there 
I went to work on a farm at Two Creeks, 
where I stayed for 18 months. Next I went 
to Winnipeg for two weeks, and from there 
I came to Crandall. Here I met Miss Grace 
Taylor. We were married in 1924, and 
farmed south of Crandall until 1963. 

I hauled grain to John Tenant in Arrow 
River for a few years. He was a fine man 
to deal with. During those years, with good 
health and luck, we raised four daughters 
of which we are always proud. We always 
enjoyed all the social activities that went 
on in Arrow River and Miniota .... hence, 
the reason for Grace and me retiring to 
Miiiiota. 

Grace was born in Winnipeg but received 
her elementary education in the Palmerston 
school. In 1926 she went to Business College 
in Winnipeg. On her return to Palmerston 
she was appointed church organist of Pal
merston Church. 

In 1926 I joined the Masonic Order in Min
iota. Two neighbours and I used to drive 
with a team and cutter to Lodge meetings 
in Miniota when the temperature was 40 
below zerO .... and enjoyed it! 

One daughter, Donna, took her Grade Xll 
in Miniota, and her Normal training in 
Winnipeg.' Viola, Ivy and Jean received their 
education in Crandall, BrandonandWinnipeg. 
We are very proud to have three teachers 
and an RN nurse in our family. 

H. G. DOWELL 

by Mrs. Geo. Torrance 

Mr. Dowell came to Canada from England 
before 1900. He homesteaded the south east 
quarter of 18-14-25. He started farming by 
breaking the land with either oxen or 
lwrses. He was a bachelor for some years 
then he bought, the north east quarter of 
18-14-25. A widow came hom England to 
keep house tor him, ana they tmally went 
to Wmnipeg and were married. 

A Mr. Blandy came with Mr. Dowell from 
England and lived on the John Fleming 
place, on the Arrow River hills. 

The Dowells never had any family. They 
were grand neighbours. Mrs. Dowell many 
times would bring her garden drill over 

and. help me put my garden in. When our 
girls were babies, she used to send to 
England for a white dress for them to be 
christened in. She said she could not get 
anything good enough here. 

They belonged to the Church of England 
and were always willing to help anyone in 
need. I remember one winter when Mr. 
John McPhail was ill. He was a bachelor 
and lived two miles north of Arrow River. 
Mr. Dowell cut and hauled to him a load 
of wood all ready to burn. 

My mother used to do Mr. Dowell's wash
ing and baked bread for him before he was 
married. 

He had two tractors, a Case and a Mc
Cormick Deering, as well as a separator 
and did his own threshing. He marketed his 
grain at Arrow River, also his butter and 
eggs. When the Pool elevator started he took 
his grain there. 

Mr. Dowell always had hired help during 
the summer and sometimes for the winter 
as well. He always kept a lot of cattle 
and pigs. The late William Walker came 
out from England and worked for Mr. Dow
ell for many years. 

About the year 1934, Mrs. Dowell suffered 
a stroke and was never very well after that. 
Finally, farming got too much for them and 
in 1939 they had a sale and moved to Bran
don. They sold their farm to J. F. M. 
Johnston. They bought a small house in 
Brandon, and lived there quite comfortably 
until a few years later when Mrs. Dowell 
died. 

Mr. Dowell lived alone after his wife's 
death. He took a trip to England <and lived 
with a niece and nephew for a year. Coming 
back to Canada, he visited a few times 
at Arrow River and Miniota, but was not 
very well and died about 1957 or 1958. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dowell are both buried in 
Brandon. 

L.DRAPER 

As a child, with his parents and family 
Leonard Draper immigrated to Canada fro~ 
Hampshire, England. He grew up at Lenore 
Manitoba, and taught school for severai 
years in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. He 
married Tillie Goodwin and had two children 
Gwen and Bob. 
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The Drapers with their family took up 
farming on the home farm in 1948, after 
Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin retired to live in 
Miniota. Gwen (Mrs. Russell Empy) with 
her husband and three boys, Jim, Allen 
and Murray, reside at Boissevain, Man. 

Bob graduated from Brandon College with 
a BSc. in 1964 and is at present employed, 
as a technician, with Canadian Industries 
at Chatham, Ontario. 

In 1964, fifty years after Leonard had 
left England, he and Tillie returned to 
England to visit his birthpiace. Len. re
ports very litlle change in his home village. 
Tillie visited surviving relatives and the 
graves of grandparents and great-grandpa
rents in Essex. The graves of earlier ances
tors had been destroyed by bombs in the 
last World War. 

Tillie and Leonard still reside on their 
farm, 18-13-26, which has been in the 
family since it was homestE)aded by the 
Bissetts in 1882. 

WILLIAM HERBERT DUMBRELL 

William Herbert Dumbrell was born in 
London, England. Coming to Canada in the 
early 1900' s, he settled at London, Ontari:o. 
In 1934 he moved to FortWilliam and resided 
here until 1946, when he m')ved to Port 
Arthur. 

Mr. Dumbrell was a veteran emllloyee of 
the c.P.R., retiring in 1945 after being 
with the Company for almost half a century. 
For some time he was Express Messenger on 
the train between Miniota and Brandon. During 
this period, the Dumbrell family took over the 
Learn's Hotel in Miniota, and operated this 
business fora' number of years. 

He was a member of the Brotherhood 
of Railway Express Employees Local 26, 
also a member of Miniota Lodge 102A.F. 
and A.M. and St. John's Anglican Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dumbrell had two children; 
Allen, with three children, residing in Port 
Arthur, and Jeanette, now .Mrs. E. Mac
Farlane, with two Children, living at Fort 
William, Ontario. 

Mr. Dumbrell died at the age of 78, and 
was buried in Riverside cemetery, Port 
Arthur. 

DAVE DYCK 

Dave Dyck was a brother to John Dyck 
who· lived in the Arrow River district. 
Dave, his wife and family lived first on the 
farm of Mrs. W. Sutherland, and worked 
for Les Shoemaker. When Shoemaker's left 
the farm, Dave moved to their farm. Later 
he and his family moved to the Donald 
Sutherland farm. They rented the farm in 
1948 and resided as tenants until 1957, 
when they moved to Carman, Manitoba. 
Dave passed away shortly after they mJved. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dyck had a family of four 
children, John, Abe, Diane and Henry, all 
of whom attended school at Arrow River. 
The family still reside in the Carman dis
trict. 

JOHN DYCR: 

John Dyck and his wife and family moved 
to the farm of Mrs. William Sutherland 
in 1946. They were quiet, good living people: 
being of the Mennonite faith. 

There were seven children in the Dyck 
family: John, Diedrich, Helen, Isaac, Susan, 
Margaret and Betty, all of whom attended 
Arrow River school, but John arid the younger 
ones. The family all found employment after 
leaving here. John and Diedrich went into 
construction work; Helen and Susan are both 
now married; Isaac also married and is 
employed by Gardner Sales and Service of 
Winnipeg. It is presumed Betty and Mar
garet are still in school. 

Mr. Dyck became acquainted in the dis
teict, as he was handy at carpentry and 
brick laying. The Dycks left the district 
in the fall of 1955, making their home on 
a farm at Rose Isle, where they still live. 

HARRY FRITH EAGLAND 

Harry Eaglund was a dapper little Eng
lishman, with some money, available to 
invest in farming in Canada. He built a nice 
cotlage near the banks of the Arrow River, 
and became active in the community. 

Harry married Nellie May Elliott, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. James Elliott Sr. Mrs. 
Eaglund was one of Arrow River's early 
school teachers. She was also active as a 
worker in the community and the church 
organist for some years. Music was a part 
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of their home life, too, for Harry was 
blessed with a nice voice for singing and 
was often asked to take part in the community 
entertainments. Like many English gl'ntle-
men, -Harry was an avid hunter of the wild 
game then available, wild ducks, g;eese, 
rabbits, etc. 

The first secretary treasurer of the Far
mer's Institute (organized in May 1895) 
was H. F. Eaglund. 

The Eaglunds had one .son, William. They 
retired to Winnipeg and shortly after, in 
August 1896, Harry passed away. 

Mrs. Eaglund and her son then llloved to 
Victoria, B.C., thence to Toronto, where 
they resided for som.') years. When the World 
War broke out, William enlisted, served 
overseas and Cami! home with an English 
war bride. They settled at Langruth, Sask., 
on a farm. After some years, William's 
wife passed away, leaving a young family 
and an infant son. Mrs. Eaglund Sr., her son 
and his family moved to Saskatoon. William 
remarried and moved, with his family, to 
Hamilton, Ontario, where he still resides. 

, _ Mrs. Eaglund was laid to r.est in the Elliott 
010[ in tne ArrOW River cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher EJlerington Sr. 

CHRISTOPHER ELLERING TON, SR. 

Mr. C. Ellerington (Kit as he was known) 
was born at Billingham, Yorkshire, England 
on September 5, 1877. He was training to 
be a draftsman when he decided to come 
to Canada to farm. He came to the Glen
lochar district early in 1900, and bought 
the N 1/2 of sec. 15-13- 26 on the edge of 
the Assiniboine Valley, where he spent the 
rest of his life. 

Later that year Harriett Johnson, born in 
Yorkshire, England, came out to join him. 
accompanied by his mother, Mrs. Settle. 
They were married on December 24, 1900 
by Reverand Cassop, theirs being the first 
wedding performed in the new town of Miniota. 

Their family consisted of two boys, Chris 
and Charlie, and two girls, Annie and Ruth. 
Annie died in 1959 after spending many 
years in Ninette Sanitorium. Ruth married 
Bruce Thornton of Birtle, in which town 
they still reside. They had one daughter 
and two sons; JoAnne who is attending school 
in Birtle, Allen who died at the age of five 
and David who died at the age of four. 
Charlie and Chris still reside in the Miniota 
district. 

Mr. Ellerington was very active in the 
comm:mity, especially in movements per
taining to the welfare of the farmer. He 
gave his best to the affairs of his church 
and was a member of Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church of Miniota where he was a chorister 
and vestry clerk. He was a m.,mher of the 
Oddfellows Lodge, and had gone through the 
chairs, and was Noble Grand. He also had 
at times held executive positions in the Grand 
Lodge. He was secretary of the Miniota Co
Op and an active Red Cross member. 

Mrs. Ellerington was alsoa memJer of Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church, and held offices 
in the Women's Auxilliary. She was a charter 
member of the Home EconomtcSocietywhich 
was formed in 1915, and was the first Vice 
President. When this group was re-named 
Women's Institute she continued as an active 
member until her death. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellerington were highly re
spected m.1mbers of their community, for 
their integrity, hospitality, their readiness 
to help others and to work for any worthwhile 
cause. 

Mr. Ellerington passed away on January 
2, 1950, after which Mrs. Ellerington moved 
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to town where she resided until her death 
on August 22, 1961. 

CHRIS ELLERINGTON 

by Ena Ellerington 

Chris was born at home on the farm in 
the Glenlochar district on May 17th, 1902 
the eldest son of Christopher and Harriet 
Ellerington. The year 1909 when Chris was 
seven was an eventful year in his life. 
During the summer Chris alld Charlie with 
their parents had a runaway with the team 
and buggy. They were thrown out and Chris 
broke his leg. It was that year that he started 
school at Glenlochar. In the winter of1909-10 
he, with his mother and father, Anne and 
Charlie took a trip to England. His recollec
tions of the boat trip were that he ran a race 
and won a gam.? of checkers. 

Chris attended the Glenlochar school until 
the spring of 1916 when he quit to assist 
his father with the farm work. 

I, Ena, was born on June 26th, 1906. 
I attended school at the Old Orl'Y'ald school. 
north of Decker. My first eacherw3s Myrtle 
SHnley, now Mrs. B::lrt De.::;ker of Hamiota, 
Man. M'I sister Paarl and I walked the two 
and a half miles to scho:>l, getting a ride 
when it rained. Through the years I attended 
school at Decker, Isabella and finally Glen
lochar. 

I camt! to the Glenlochar district with my 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jamns Still in the 
fall of 1920 to Mrs. Currie's farm in the 
valley. Chris ·and I m.?t at sunday school 
which was held in the Glenlochar school 
house and at sleigh riding parties on the 
Glenlochar Hill. In the fall of 1925 I ffio)ved 
with my father and mother to the W m. Hynd
man Sr. farm south and east of Arrow 
River. 

On March 18th, 1926 Chris and I were 
married by Rev. Charles Wood at the Holy 
Trinity Church in Mtniota. Wa rented the 
Jack Arm:,trong farm at Blaris and lived 
there for four years. We started married 
life with a four horse out-fit, old Grey 
Nell to drive in the buggy, two cows and 
a dozen hens. We were busy and happy. 
I would hitch old Nell to the buggy and 
go to Arrow River, a distance of five miles 
with five or six p:>unds of butter at 25 cents 
a pound and two or three dozen eggs at 25 
cents a dozen. Later we shipped our cream 

to Eaton's at Rapid City. This meant driving 
to Arrow River to get the cream on the 
train twice a week. 

On September 5th, 1927 Lillian was born, 
our pride and joy. In 1929 we bought our 
first car, a Ford, which made transportation 
much easier. We were able to go to MI.niota 

_ on a Saturday night occasionally. 

In the spring of 1930 Chris, Lillian and 
I moved to the Stone House on top of the 
valley hill. Chris and Charles went into 
partnership and farmed together for a num
ber of years. Dorothy, our second daughter 
was born on March 20th, 1931, another 
dear wee girl. 

On July 1st 1934 we were hailed out. The 
following year the crop was rusted badly. 
They were the depression years known as 
the Dirty Thirties. At this timf! we had to 
give up our car and Chris took on custom 
coml)ining in other districts. About the sum .. 
mer of 1935 Dorothy lost her shoes. They 
couldn't be found anywhere. We didn't think 
she should go to Sunday School but Grandpa 
Ellerington said, ,. Let her go in bare feet. 
It won' t matter". So she did. She was only 
four years old so she didn't m:.nd. When the 
long grass was dried up we found the little 
shoes all Shrivelled and dried up. They 
were sitting side by side just as she had 
left them. Those were hard years to make 
ends ffio3et. 

In 1948, owing to poor health, Chris de
Cided to hire help and move to town. For 
the first year we rented the Forsyth house 
and lived with Don and Harold. In 1949 
we bought the Albert Spencer home where 
we resided until the fan of 1966, when we 
moved into our new hom,? We enjoy the 
convenience of electricity and complete 
waterworks. Later the addition of natural 
gas heat and a town drainage system makes 
our life very comfortable. 

Lillian received her education in Glenlochar 
and Mlniota where she completed her Grade 
X11. She taught for a year at a scp.opl 
near Dropmore, Man., before attending Nor
mal School in Winnipeg. Following' herN-or
mal training she taught in Hami.ota and Mfn
iota. In 1950 she married Les Horner. 
They live in M:.niota and have two children. 
Dorothy attended school in Glenlochar and 
Miniota. She was employed as a telephone 
operator at Oak River ftJr a number of 
years. Her marriage to Coke' Argue took 
place in 1952. They live in the Glenlochar 
district and have three children. 
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Although Chris is retired he still enjoys 
assisting Coke with the farm work during 
the summ8r. He. has been a member of the 
I. O. O. F. since the year 1944. We have 
been active in the work of Holy Trinity 
Church. I am a member of the Anglican 
W.A. and the M'.niota W.1. and have acted 
as treasurer of the cemetery board for 
a number of years. 

CHARLES W. ELLERINGTON 

Charlie was born on the hO~l1e farm on 
May 15, 1904, and has spent his life in 
the Glenlochar district. He attended Glen
lochar school and then stayed home to help 
his father on the farm. 

When Mr. Dave Gow left MeQuay farm, 
S 1/2 of sec. 28-13-26 and N.E. 1/4 of 
sec. 21-13-26, Charlie and PickScuttfarmed 
it in partnership for the next three years. 
In 1929 he purchased the Gerrand farm of 
two sections, and in 1931 he and his brother 
Chris forml~d a partnership which lasted until 
1954. During this time they added the west 
1/2 'of sec. 21-13-26 to the farm. 

In 1933 Charlie built a house across the 
road from his parent.s' home" and on JUly 
1 of that year he married Florence Brown 
of Isabella. A son, Thomas Charles was born 
on January 3, 1936, and a daughter, Eliza
beth Ann on August 15, 1940. 

In 1947 Charlie and Chris parchased a snow
mobile, and from then until it was sold 
in 1953 the winters were fully occupied 
transporting the doctor, patients, hockey 
players etc. This was in the days before we 
had all weather roads. 

Charlie has enjoyed serving on the boards 
of various organizations including the School 
Board, Municipal Council and Virden Health 
Unit. 

Betty completed her education at Miniota, 
anil then worked for Barker Drugs at Birtle. 
On August 1. 1959, she married Kenneth Bas
k1er of Blrtle, and they lived in Carndtlff, 
Sask. for the next five years. It was there 
that their two children Terry and Wendy 
were born. They now reside in Estevan, 
Sask., where Ken is district manager for 
Johnson Testers. 

THOMAS CHARLES ELLERING· 
TON 

Tom, son of Mr. an.d Mrs. Charles Eller
ington, was born at Miniota on January 
3, 1936. H" attended sehoo~ a:: Miniota 
and Manitoba Technical Institute ir.Winnipeg, 
He worked with his Dad on the home farm 
until his marriage on Septemb9r 13, 1956 
to Miss B:~tty Ann Brown, Betty Ann is the 
daughter of Mi.', and Mrs, Elml~r Brown 
of Rgeder, Man" and fOrmt1rly of Wallace· 
burg, Ontario, They maie th?ir first homl~ 
in a house~trailer, and th9 n,?xt year they 
built their house on the so-uth 1/2 of se,:::, 
22-13- 26 which Tom bought from his Dad, 
He has since then added th"! W, 1/2 of 
sec, 23-13~26, and for the past six years 
he has rented Bruce Thornton's farm at 
Birtle, 

TV/o da'Jghters w,~re born: Karen Ann 
on March 15, 1958, aJl.d Linda Marie O!.1 
Septemher 11, 1960, They both attend school 
in Miniota. 

Tom was a m~m:"3r of the 12th MRnitoba 
Dragoons for three years, a.nd it was through 
his associations there that he b9came in
terested in rifle comp'3titions, He to::lk part 
in the MJJl.itoba Rifle Comp'3tition in W Innip'3g 
in 1964, and won a place on the team re~ 
presenting Manitoba at thl~ Dominion Rifle 
Competition in Ottawa that year, Ws other 
interests are hunting and playing the accor
dion. He has been a ml~mber of th," Fleming 
Rythmaires Orchestra for the past twelve 
years, 

J AMES ELLIOTT 

The James Elliott family came from Ont., 
from a country place called Paisley Block, 
not far from Guelph, in Wellington County. 
The parents were originally from Scotland. 

They were farmers and their holdings were 
small bnt prpductive. A hay field was one 
of their main sources' o( revenue. 

In 1878, William, the oldest son, felt the 
urge to go west, so he and his father came 
out, and William took their land where he 
later lived and farmed' for many years. 
The father had, of course, to go back, but 
could never again be content in the East. 
So the family came West in 1882. In the 
meantime, the oldest daughter, Marion, came 
out to ke.ep house for William, and with 
the second son, James. The rest of the 
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family came by C.P.R. to Brandon, and from 
there by boat up the Assiniboine to a landing 
five miles from William's home. The boat 
took as long to come from Brandon as the 
train had to come from the EasLIt end
lessly made curves and' would be back 
only a few rods from where it was a short 
time before. 

They took land about two miles from 
William and built a large log house near 
the litte river, an ideal building site. The 
stream was called the Arrow River on 
account of the numerous Indian arrow heads 
found lying about, proclaiming it a hunting 
ground, as did many buffalo heads andbones. 
It never ran dry and supplied plenty for 
stock the year round. Good well water could 
also be got at a depth of 20 feet or so. 
At that time, a man could get a quarter 
section homestead and for a small amount 
of money could get another quarter called 
a pre-emption and so had enough land for 
what was then a good farm. The distance 
to market was for years a serious drawback, 
25 miles either to Birtle or to Virden, with 

. river hills either way. Hauling was done in 
winter, a two day trip. Soil varied in quality, 
some sandy, some loamy. Drainage was good, 
as the Arrow River carried on down to the 
Assiniboine. 

They were the first settlers in the area, 
with the nearest neighbors at Beulah, where 
there was a store and blacksmith shop. 
Birtle was the nearest post office. Very 
soon however settlers began coming in 
numbers. Arro~ River became a post office, 
located in the Elliott house. William had 
the contract to carry the mail weekly, picking 
up and delivering enroute at Beulah. By 
1884 a school was needed and was built 
and opened that year with Marion (Mrs. 
Fletch Frazer) as teacher. She had no 
certificate, but the need was urgent and she 
was quite efficient. Some time later the 
third daughter, Helen (Mrs. Eagland) quali
fied as a teacher and taught for some 
time. A good many years later, in 1915, 
the youngest daughter, Margaret, taught in 
the old building for a short time, then closed 
it and opened the new school in the village. 

Church services were first held in the 
Elliott house. A litne Irish Presbyterian 
minister, came from Birtle, through neat or 
storm, in winter well wrapped in furs, by 
horse and toboggan. A gallant little man! 
MethoQist service also was started about that 
time in a neighboring house. Later, services 
",ere neld in the school and Anglican service 
also. Effort was made to have one each 

Sunday, but that was not always possible 
owing to services at other places,' so that 
there were times when there were all three 
besides Sunday School. That made a full 
day! Two was not unusual. 

Mr. Elliott was interested and active in 
community work. An elder in the church 
superintendent of Sunday School, a member 
of the Municipal Council, and a director 
in the Fire Insurance company, he was 
held in high esteem. 

There is now only one member of the 
family living, Margaret the youngest. She, 
with her husband, now retired, lives in the 
Fraser Valley in B.C., after having lived 
for a number of years in the Peace River 
country in Alberta. 

WILLIAM ELLIOTT 

At the unveiling of the Glenlochar cairn, 
one of the pioneer sons was asked why 
his people had settled in the Glenlochar 
district. The reply was that when his dad 
had enquired at the Land Titles Office in 
Birtle about land, a guide was mentioned 
who took them to where he thought there 
was good land, plenty of wood and water. 
The guide was William Elliott, who took 
the family of Gerrands to that area. Mr. 

William and James Elliot. William was the 
first Arrow River settler. 
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Elliott was the first white settler in this 
district. 

William Elliott, the eldest son of Margaret 
and Ja!l1es Elliott, was born November 30, 
1854, at Paisley Block, ~ county ne~r 
Guelph, Ontario. At the age of nineteen he left 
home in the year 1873 and was accompanied 
by two other men, a Mr. T. McCuster and 
a Mr. F. A. Dark. They made their way to 
Winnipeg by stage from Duluth, Minnesota. 
There were very few buildings in Winnipeg 
at that time. The men separated here. Mr. 
Elliott stayed in Winnipeg and the other 
men travelled west and settled at Regina. 
William, only stayed a short tim? in Win
nipeg. He left and went to work for a man 
by the name of Mr. Fraser, on a farm 
along the Red River, herding cattle and 
putting up hay. It was here he got his first 
pair of oxen. From here he went to Morden 
and took up a homestead. He gave this up 
on account of the floods and left. He said 
the floods were so bad that when driving 
through the water all that could be seen 
of the oxen were their heads. 

Leaving Morden, he travelled by oxen 
to Rapid City. At the real estate office 
in Rapid City he saw a map which showed 
what was supposed to be a townsite, at the 
mouth of the Arrow River, called Tiaonga. 
While he was there, he hought a horse and 
cart and set out and eventually settled on 
some land in the present Glenlochardistrict, 
in the year 1878. This land had not been 
surveyed at that time, so he ploughed a 
furrow around what land he wanted and 
worked some of it. 

In 1879 surveying of this land was done 
and Mr. Elliott was granted the land he had 
settled on, as a homestead, N.W. quarter of 
23-13-26, and in September of 1886 he was 
granted the patent for it. He then got a pre
e.mption and this land could be boughtfor very 
httle. The present owners of this land are 
the Elleringtons. 

When William Elliott first arrived he dug 
a temporary dug-out in the bank along the 
valley. This was only big enough to sleep in 
and room for his pony. Later, he dug ano
ther dug-out, putting a roof on it and a front 
wall was built. A fire place was made and a 
bed hung from the roof. 

Mr. Gilbert Rowan, returning from a trip 
to Brandon, a trip he had made by oxen 
stopped overnight with Mr. Elliott and had 
the privilege of sleeping in this bed and often 
remarked it was one of the finest nights rest 
he had ever had. 

Besides dOing his homestead duties, he 
met boats, guided and also surveyed land, 
using a survey-chain. He was the first 
mail carrier carrying mail from Elkhorn 
about 1884, (Birtle via Beulah) to Arrm 
River, Arrowton, Orrwold and Rapid City 
in the year 1881-1882. 

His brother James came out to him il 
the spring of 1880 and Mr. Elliott took UI 
land in the Assiniboine valley, the wesl 
half of 36-12-26, and the N.E. quarter oj 
36-12-26, in the Wallace municipality. Par1 
of this land he bought from a man by the 
name of Mr. Weller. Here, they had a herd 
of cattle and put up hay. Part of the old 
cheese factory, north of Arrow River, was 
bought by Mr. Elliott and moved to this 
farm and used by meIf putting up feed there. 
This land is now owned by Les Currie and 
fiilan Armitage. A shanty was built on sec
tion 23-13-26 and here Mr. Elliott lived. 
This was built on a high piece of ground in 
the open. Settlers could see it and also the 
light at night, which guided them. Later this 
shanty was moved to a more sheltered place 
and added to. 

William Elliott married Jane Elizabeth 
Stubbins, oldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Stubbins. She was born in Howeck 
Township, Huron County, Ontario, August 6, 
1873, and came west with her parents at the 
age of twelve years. In 1900 the family moved 
to the valley farm and stayed for about two 
years and, due to the illness of theirs<" ;d 
daughter, they returned to the homestedd. 

The Indians named the Arrow River. The 
real Indian namewasWa:pink::-a-pa, meaniJ}g 
"Swiftness" and in the early days this river 
was filled with water from panl< to bank, 
and had such a very strong current. , 

One day early in June of 1902, Mr. Elliott, 
accompanied by his son, Sonny, went to Mr. 
Rollie Stoward's for potatoes. They took 
a team and wagon. On their way they had to 
cross the Arrow River at the crossing and 
found the river was riSing quite fast. They 
got the potatoes and startedfor home. When 
they arrived at the river, they found it 
had risen so much that Mr. Elliott was not 
sure of the crossing. Sonny stayed with his 
grandmother and Mr. Elliott started to cross 
the river. He missed the crossing and all 
were taken down the river. He caught hold of 
a tree and pulled himself out. The horses 
came out further down the river, separ
ated, and wagon and potatoes were gone. 

January of 1898 Mr. Elliott bought the farm 
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S.W. quarter 25-13-26, from his sister, Mrs. 
Harry Eagland. In August of 1910 the family 
moved to this home. He bought aquarterfrom 
Jeff Bradford and the Rollie Stoward farm, 
which gave him 3/4 sections. This farm was 
crossed by a trail which the early settlers 
used going east to Brandon, or west and then 
south by way of Mr. H. Turner's to Fort El
lice. This land is now owned by Les Lelond 
and McKinnons. 

The old Arrow River school at the cemetery 
wa<: the dearest school for the children to 
'attend until'1907. When the G Ienlochar school 
was opened they attended there. There were 
no janitors to take care of the school. The 
pupils took turns in the cleaning of the 
school each day. Water was carried for the 
day by the pupils from a quarter or half 
mile away. If some of the pupils had to be 
punished, they got extra cleaning to do. The 
fire was lit by the first pupil to reach the 
school. The dinners, in the winter, were 
often frozen and the sandwiches were toast
ed on the top of the stove to thaw the m out. 

The children were warned. about gypsies 
who roamed the country selling, buying 
and telling fortunes. The gypsy women were 
dressed in fancy dresses of bright colors 
and had lots of make- up on. They wore real 
long earrings and strings and strings of 
bright beads. There were many peddlarswho 
travelled the country too. 

There were no roads when the early set
tlers first came, just trails made by the 
Indians, Later on men worked building roads 
with a team and scraper. This was known as 
Statue Labor. The men got paid so much an 
hour, and this was applied to their taxes. It 
was recorded recently in a weekly paper 
that in 1900 Mr. S. Bryant, with a team 
of horses, was paid $66.50 for 190 hours 
doing road work. 

The early settlers had many hardships. 
The hauling of grain to market was a big 
problem, poor roads, long distances, some
times as far as .25 miles. Mr. Elliott said 
that when hauling grain to Rapid City the 
oxen's feet would be red from the juice' of 
the wild strawberries. Bringing home feed 
was hard too. Many ears and noses were 
frozen which testified to the intensity of the 
severe weather. 

Blizzards in the winter were something 
they had to contend with. When the visibili
ty was poor and people were away from 
home, the horses usually Kept fa the road and 
all would arrive home safely. Prairie fires 

were another worry to the pioneers. If a fire 
came close, all men got out to fight. Fire
guards were ploughed around the buildine:s. 

·fields and stacks. Often the sky was all aglow 
with the reflection of the fires. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Elliott had a family of 
one son and five daughters. They attended 
Arrow River and Glenlochar schools and 
high school in Miniota. 

Of their family, Marion was born in 1896. 
After leaving high school she took her normal 
training in Regina and taught four and one 
half years in Saskatchewan. Marionwas mar
ried to Percy Watts, November 7,1923. They 
now live in Miniota. They had two of a family, 
Charles and Ora. 

James Watson (Sonny) was born in 1897. 
He married Lila Boyce on November 29, 
1919. They now reside in Crandall, andSonny 
drives a cream truck to Shoal Lake. 

Winona was born in 1898. After leaving 
high school, she attended Brandon Business 
College. On account of ill health, she re
mained at home and passed away in 1960. 

Jean was born in 1900. She went to Bus
iness College in Regina and worked there 
until she was married to J. A. McDonald 
on August 9, 1926 .. They had a family of 
three girls: Maxine (Mrs. Burke) of Swit
zerland; Valerie (Mrs. Herb Kindopp) of 
Shaunavcin, Sask.; Sandra (Mrs. Giason) of 
Dollard, Saskatchewan. Mr. McDonald pass
ed away in 1964 and Jean still lives in 
Shaunavon. 

Margaret was born in 1902. After finishing 
high school, she attended Brandon Normal 
School and taught five years. Margaret was 
married to Weston Sweet on June 28, 1928. 
They had one daughter, Donna (Mrs. Herb 
Thomson), who lives in Winnipeg, as does 
Weston. Margaret passed away in 1935. 

Birdie was born in 1904. She attended 
high school in Arrow River and then went 
to Brandon Success Business College, and 
later worked in the bank at Carnduff, Sask
atchewan and at Hamiota. Birdie married 
William Hall October 19, 1936, and they live 
in Decker. They have a family of one girl, 
Sharon (Mrs. J. West) of Toronto, and a son, 
Billie, who lives at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Elliott remained on 
the farm and carried on through" hard times" 
and "good times,' and it was" Home Sweet 
Home," In March of 1947, Mrs. Elliott 
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passed away and Mr. Elliott in July of 1948. 
How much we owe the early settlers! 

JAMES (SONNY) ELLIOTT 

by wife, Lila 

Sonny (a nick name that stuck with James 
Ellioti Jr.) was the only son of the first 
nioneer in Arrow River district, William 
Elliott. 

Sonny and Lila Boyce, daughter of Brock 
Boyce of the Miniota area, were married 
November 28, 1919 and have nine children. 

Our family all have their own homes now, 
but Kenneth, the oldest of the family. He 
joined the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders 
in January 1943, and transferred to the 
Regina Rifles Regiment in Aldershot, Eng
land in August. After training there, and on 
the Isle of Wight, he was wounded in France 
in August 1944 and discharged in December 
of that year. Since then, Ken has worked on 
farms mostly, and is now hoping for a job 
with the Canadian Corps of Commissioners 
in Edmonton. 

Lorraine married Tom Cole of the Reeder 
area and he is now an entomologist of the 

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Elliott at their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 

University of Manitoba. At presenf, Lorraine 
is taking a teacher's course. 

Nellie lives at Binscarth where her husband 
is an assistant road master for the C.P.R. 
Jim lives in Swan Hills, Alberta, being em
ployed with Haliburton Oils, and has recently 
been promoted to assistant field supervisor. 
Donald, who makes his home in Rivers, Man. 
is a Manitoba Telephones district supervi
sor. Betty, Tommy and Margaret have all 
made their homes in Alberta. Betty is on 
a farm in the Sedalia district; Tommy 
employed with Lightwell Service Co., lives 
fn Airdrie; and Margaret lives in Calgary. 
Lynne, who married a member of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, makes her home at 
Foymount, Ontario. 

Sonny and I made our home in the Arrow 
River district until 1950, when we moved to 
Crandall where we still live. We have 24 
grandchildren. 

JAMES M. ELLIOTT 

by son, Robert Elliott 

James M. Elliott married Ida S. Lynch 
May 26, 1896. Their family, all of whom 
were born on 36-13- 26, in the Miniota Mun
icipality, consisted of three boys and two 
girls: J. Russell Elliott of Red Deer, Alberta; 
Mary E. Elliott (Mrs. Fleming), Bellingham, 
Washington, U.S.A.; Murdoch J. Elliott of 
Winnipeg, Manitoba; Jessie M. Elliott, Souris, 
Man.; and Robert E. Elliott, Copper Cliff, 
Ontario. 

James Elliott was the son of William Elliott 
and Janet TaiL His father was from Harwick, 
Scotland, and his mother from Invertithin. 
Scotland. They emigrated to Paisley Block, 
hear Guelph, OntariO, where the family were 
born. Two sons, William and James, came to 
Arrow River in 1879 and 1880 respectively. 
The remainder of the family, parents and four 
children, came west in 1882. They travelled 
to Winnipeg by train and then by boat to Fort 
Ellis on the Assiniboine River. 

The senior Elliott and two sons took home
steads in the Arrow River district in 1881 and 
1882. The two sons, William and James, had 
first planned on a cattle ranch in the Assini
boine Valley where William Elliott owned 
land for many years. 

I have heard Dad speak many times of the 
following incident. He bought a team of horses 



in Portage la Prairie, and after bringing 
them to his homestead, which was a sod 
shanty and a pole barn, the two horses slip
ped their hobbles and returned to Portage. 
Dad walked all the way back to Portage after 
the horses. 'The only habitation between Arrow 
River and Portage was some eight miles 
west of the town, where he bought a loaf 
of bread and sat at the edge of the Red 
River tr::til and ate - sans putter - and 
claims it was the finest meal he ever had. 
He farmed during the summer and duringthe 
fall and winter worked on bridge construc
tion on the trans Canada railway and also on 
house construction in Winnipeg. I have 
heard him speak many times of how the oxen's 
feet would run red with the juice of the wild 
strawberries as they were plowing the sod. 
His first crop, potatoes - were harvested by 
a band of Indians and eaten on the site. No 
argument ensued. 

My Dad was a council member 1891 and 
1892. He was a school board trustee many 
years and was one of the men instrumental 
in putting the municipal school system into 
being in 1919. He served as building inspec
tor of schools, tax assessor and weed inspec
tor. During the years 1928-1948, he was 
postmaster. He served as steward and elder 
of Presbyterian and United Churches, as well 
as being a member of the Masonic Order. 

There has been an Elliott as postmaster 
from the first post office at Arrow River 
until 1948. Dad's name is on the cairn in 
the Peace Gardens. 

Ida Sara Lynch was born April 1 in Flor
ence, Ontario, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. T. Lynch, who moved to Winnipeg in 1882, 
with their family. In 1884 the Lynch family 
moved to Arrow River and homesteaded. 

Ida Lynch was educated in Florence and 
Winnipeg, and at the age of sixteen taught 
school at Millerway (South of Souris), then 
taught. at Carlingville School, which is on 
the old Mark farm north of Crandall. Mrs. 
Elliott was a charter member of the W.1. 
and a very active life membe,r of the W.M. 
S., both local and Presbyterial. 

JANET (JEs,s,IE.) TAIT ELLIOTT 

Miss Janet (Jessie) Tait Elliott came west 
from Paisley Block in 1882, with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. James ElliotLShortlyaftershe 
wElnt to Winnipeg and took a course as a 
seamstress, then went to La Riviere and 
opened a dress making shop. 

When Miss Elliott's father became ill, 
she returned home and became postmis
tress at his death in 1893. She continued 
her sewing for the ladies of the community. 

After the C. P.R. was built, Miss Elliott 
moved the post office into Arrow River. 
Later, she purchased the home of Matt 
Wilson and lived there until her death in 
1927. Her mother resided with her until 
1914. 

Miss Elliott, though hampered by deafness, 
was an active member of the community. 
When the village school was built, her home 
became the home of several members of the 
school staff, and she was a beloved hostess. 
They kept in touch with her, after they made 
their homes elsewhere. 

GEORGE ELLIOTT 

George Elliott farmed for some years on 
the west quarter of section 8-13-25, where 
Fred Teal now lives. He came to this dis
trict in 1905, never married and went to 
Guelph, Ontario, to retire. Here, he lived 
with a sister for some time, gradually losing 
contact with his Arrow River neighbours. 

JOHN ERSKINE 

John Erskine was born at Mochrum in 
Wigtownshire, Scotland, and came to Canada 
in 1918. He worked for Robert Peel for three 
years, and also worked for Charlie Banning 
and David Gilchrist. In 1929 he commenced 
working for Archie Kerr, and was there 
till the time of his death in Hamiota Hospital 
in 1955. 

JAMES LLOYD EVANS 

by Mrs. J. Lloyd Evans 

My husband, James Lloyd Evans came to 
Canada from Mold, North Wales, in 1903, 
and settled in Miniota. He held a position with 
the Manitoba Hardware. He returned to Wales 
in 1904 and got married, then returned to 
Miniota, opened up a hardware business for 
himself, and later sold to Manitoba Hardware. 
He managed their business for a number of 
years. 

During his stay in Miniota he was a member 
of Holy Trinity Church and was Choir Master. 
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I was the organist and Reverend Sidney 
Thomas was the Vicar. 

My husband raised a troop in Miniota in 
November when the Great War broke out. He 
joined in November, 1914, and was killed in 
action on September 1st, 1918. 

He held the rank of Major and was buried 
in"France; age 39 years. 

I went to England with my three children 
in 1915, Frank, Gwladys and Eric. Ireturned 
to Canada in 1919, and settled in Miniota 
until September 1927. I then leftforWinnipeg 
to educate my children. 

Frank graduated from Manitoba University 
with a B.A., and a few years later received 
his M.A. Gwladys is Office Supervisor with 
the Prudential Insurance. Eric received his 
Degree, Doctor of Geology at Manitoba Uni
versity, Kingston University and Columbia. 

JOSEPH L. EVANS 

by Mrs. Peter Ritchie 

Joseph Evans was born June 1, 1883 in 
Georgetown, Ontario, and first came to Mani-:
toba in 1901 to' help with the harvest near 
Beulah. He returned to Ontario, and later 

spent some time travelling in the central and 
western United States, before settling in 
Vancouver, B.C. 

In 1915 he again came to Beulah, where he 
farmed for a few years. It was here he 
married Ida Chapman of the Shamrock Dis
trict. They moved to Miniota in 1923, where 
they resided until 1930, when they left for 
Saskatoon, where Mr. Evans still resides. 

During the years in Miniota, Mr. Evans 
helped to build a number of homes in the dis
trict, also the Miniota four room school. He 
did contract threshing for many farms, in
cluding the Indian Reservation. For two win
ters he drove a livery team, and Dr. Chal
mers was frequently his passenger. One win
ter he looked after the curling and skating 
rink in Miniota. 

Mr. Evans has one son living in Saskatoon, 
and two daughters in Kelowna, B.C." 

WILLIAM AND JAMES EVANS 

William Evans of County Antrim, Ireland, 
came to Canada when he was six months old. 
From Ontario, he came west in 1882, and 
homesteaded on land located in Township 14 
Range 26, in the Miniota district. In 1888 
William married Margaret Johnson of King
ston, in Virden. This couple saw a lot of 

Wm. and James Evans 
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changes in their lifetime. They built an at
tractive home and farmstead and labored to 
build a pioneer community. They added to 
their possessions until their farm compris
ed 640 acres, with 460 under cultivation. His 
farm at one time stocked 15 horses, 45 
head of cattle, and an average of 100 hogs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Evans were Presbyterians 
and the former was a member of the Knights 
of the Maccabees. In politics, he was inde
pendent, endorsing the Grain Growers As
sociation and Company. 

Their family, two boys and two girls are 
well remembered for their musical ability 
in choir and in the Evans' orchestra. The 
oldest, Norma, married Andy Hepburn. Al
though they had no family, their home was 
full of music, as both played and sang, and 
friends loved to call at their home for a 
social time. Norma and her husband moved to 
the Edmonton area. Both are· deceased. 

Alec Evans, who remained a bachelor, is 
remembered best for his splendid tenor 
voice and trombone playing. He lives retired 
in Edmonton. Ida Evans, later Mrs. Hugh 
Bassey, lired in Winnipeg and had three 
daughters and a son, Charles Evans married 
Myrtle Davis, sister of Matt so well known 
in this district. They had two children, 
Wayne and Lorna. Charlie was killed in a 
railway accident, while employed by the 
C.N.R., some years ago. 

The old building site of the Evans' farm 
has disappeared and that land is owned by 
Vern Leland, with Russell Howard and Doug
las Leland farming the remainder. 

James Evans, a brother of William Evans, 
also farmed in this district, beside his bro
ther. He and his family moved to Elkhorn. 
Wes Leland farms the James Evans land. 

JAMES EWING 

by Mrs. J. Eiwing 

We moved from McMauley, Manitoba, to 
Miniota in February, 1931, and resided in 
the home of the late Mrs. Faulkner. In the 
summer months Jim operated a gravel truck 
at Arrow River. Employment was very hard 
to find as it was during the depression years. 
I established a hair dressing business, with a 
beauty salon in my own home. I believe I was 
the first hairdresser to operate such a bus
iness in Miniota. Marcells and shingle cuts 

were the hair styles worn at that time _ 
vastly different from what it is today. 

In 1941 Jim and I and our three children 
went to Ancaster, OntariO, where we have 
been ever since. Jim is employed by the 
Department of Highways. For the past four
teen years I have worked in the Post Office 
in Ancaster. 

Our family is married: Yvonne (Mrs. A. 
King) is in Germany; Margaret (Mrs. Ivan 
Bering) in Regina and the youngest, Wayne, 
is living in Stratf€lrdville, Ontario. 

JOHN FERGUSON 

by H. Castle 

J€lhn Ferguson came from Belfast, Ireland 
about 1910 and worked on various farms in 
the district around Miniota. In 1919 he started 
on his own as a tenant on S 1/2 of 10: 13:27. 
Here he carried on until C. Maxfield, his 
landlord, returned from the army. ~e agai~ 
became 'tenant on the same farm when C. 
Maxfield quit farming. John stayed there till 
1926 when he bought N 1/2 of 10, and lived 
there until 1941. Because of failing eyesight 
he was obliged to retire to Virden where he 
died in 1960. 

ROSS FERGUSON 

by Joan Ferguson 

Ross and Joan Ferguson and their family, 
which consisted of Patricia, 2, John 5, Phyllis 
8, and Ralph 11, moved from Lena, Manitoba 
to Miniota on August 1, one of the hottest 
days of the hot, dry summer of 1961. In fact 
Ross's fir st me mary of Miniota is that of 
helping to fight a fire in the valley on Gor
don Long's farm on August 15, 1961. 

Ross came as a buyer for the Miniota 
Pool Elevator Association. He and his family 
lived in the first Pool house that is on Rowan 
Avenue. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ross Ferguson took a keen 
interest in community activities during their 
stay in Miniota, and held various offices. Ross 
was a church steward as well as being secre
tary for the United Church Sunday School. 
He was also a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Manager of the Boys' Hockey 
ClUb. While in Miniota he joined the IOOF 
Lodge. 
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Joan was an Explorer leader, Secretary of 
C.A.C. and as a V.C.W. charter member 
was Supply and Social Assistance secretary. 

FLEMING HISTORY 

Not only to introduce the Flemings, but 
also to show the relationship of large fam
ilies at Arrow River, this genealogy of t:le 
FIe mings is included as history. 

John FIe ming I, of Glasgow, born about 1800 
Married (1) Margaret Tate, his adopted sis
ter, who died in 1840. They had two children: 
Margaret, born 1830; John, born January 3, 
1832. (2) Miss Reid, referred to as a "wealthy 
lady' . They had at least one son, James. 

John Fleming II, "Senior," born Glasgow, 
Jan. 3, 1832. Died at Arrow River, March 
29, 1912. Married Elsie McLeod in 1855, 
who was born March 1830 at Howick, Ontario 
and died at Arrow River Feb. 26, 1904. 
They had three children: John, born Guelph, 
Sept. 11, 1856, died at Arrow River, Feb. 
27, 1919. Jean born Garafraxa, Ont., Sept. 
12, 1858, married William Tennant 1876, 
came to Manitoba in 1883. Margaret, born 
Garafraxa Road July 13, 1860, married Wil
liam Lelond, came to Manitoba 1881. 

John Fleming III "Junior," born Guelph,
Sept. 11, 1856, died Arrow River, Feb, 27, 
1919. Married Martha McLaughlin, April 
3, 1883, who was born probably at Ford
wich, Ont., Aug. 20, 1862 and died at Ham
iota, October 21, 1943. 

They had ten children, all born at Arrow 
River. 

John, Feb. 27, 1884, died March 1960 
at Minnedosa. ' , 

Charles Asel, May 14, 1885, died at Lash
burn, Saskatchewan. 

Olive Mildred, Jan. 21, 1887, married Ro
bert Hunter, died Carlyle, Saskatchewan A-
pril 13, 1911. ' 

Mary Emma Irene, Dec. 19, 1889 married 
Harry Pentland, died Brandon March 29 
1943. " 

Sidney Alfred, August 31, 1891. 

Els}e M?Leod,. January 28, 1893, married 
Ewar, Wnght, dIed Bellmgham, Washington 
about 1962. ' 

Martha Mendeleen, Feb. 19, 1895, married 
James Mitchell, died Arrow River June 20 
1943. ' , 

Nesbitt Clare, January 18, 1897 

Margaret Evelyn, Feb. 14, 1899, married 
Clare Anderson, died Hamiota, Sept. 1,1949. 

Jean Laurel, August 7, 1901, married Clare 
Angus. 

John Fleming I of Glasglow gave both his 
childr~n the opportunity of a grammar school 
educatIon, although they saw little of him as 
he was engaged in business, was Mayo~ of 
Greenock, later retired to Edinburgh and 
lived to be 94 years old. 

Presumably about 1840, the first mill was 
~team-po~ered. The bu~iness expanded rap
Idly and ~ the 1850' s It was operating ves
.sels carrymg wool from Australia. For about 
40 years, the FlemIng and Reid mills were 
occupied with production of worsted weaving 
yarn for Glasgow manufacturers. Then, in 
1881, what the company called" an accident," 
happened. A parcel of yarn was returned as 
incorrect in shade. It was offered for sale to 
the mill workers, who found it most satisfac
tory, so a retail shop was opened in Green
ock to cater to local demand. From this be
ginning, the firm expanded to operate 400 
retail stores in Great Britain - a develop
ment so successful that the firm was never 
again very interested in export trade. Another 
large plant was' opened in Ayrshire, in the 
1930's. By 1963, the historic firm of flem
ing and Reid was no more. It had merged 
with other firms and become the Scottish 
Woollen Trust. 

And how does all this link up with Arrow 
River history? John Fleming I very disap
pointed, saw his son John and John's sister 
Margaret leave for Canada in 1854 never 
to return. This John II, contemptuou~ of the 
W ~ollen ~ill fortunes, got a job with the 
railways m Canada, married Elsie McLeod 
and clerked in a store in Guelph, Ontario: 
He then opened a store in St. Thomas 
which failed, so John II turned to sc.hooi 
teaching. He helped to shingle the first 
school in which he taught for three years, 
at a salary of $250. per year. After ten 
years of teaching, he, with his savings 
and those of his wife, who was a tailoress 
bought a farm. He made money farming' 
but move.d to ?ther jobs, then, in 1884; 
he ~d hIS famIly came to Arrow River. 
He hved semi-retired as a farmer on land 
now owned by Glen Hunkin. 
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1I1s son, John Fleming "Junior" 1856-
1919) had attended the school taught by his 
father, then high school at Elora, Ontari{), 
and had taught school in Muskoka before 
coming to Manitoba in 1881. He seems to 
have returned to Fordwich, Ontario and in 
1883, married Martha McLaughlin. ' 

On their trip out to Manitoba that year they 
travelled by railroad to St. Paul and'then 
Winnipeg. They came to a sod shanty in the 
Arrow River district. How long they lived 
there is not recorded, but Martha liked to 
tell about putting her umbrella up over the 
bed when it rained. 

The years 1884-1897 were harsh ones for 
Manitoba settlers, with grain prices low and 
weather often unfavorable. Nor was John 
Fleming Junior, anymore than his father 
keen to plough acres himself. Rather, h~ 
taught school at Arrow River, which paid 

something and possibly more than farming
at that time. John "Junior" had some ad
vantages. In the first place, it was riot quite 
true that John t'Senror" was cut off without 
a penny - rather, he seems to have received 
at least 1,000 pounds from his father in 
Scotland; and if he refused to touch it him
self, as ft rather appears, this money may 
have helped to give John t Junior" his start 
in Manitoba. Then, if John Junior was no 
dirt farmer, he was a good manager with 
an ability to accumulate quarter sections, 
ending with three or four sections of land 
near Arrow River. After abQut 1890, the 
elder children could help with the work on 
this farm. Moreover, though machinery was 
limited, there was a certain simpliCity about 
prairie farming in those days, before large
scale weea, inf~stations - you broke the 
prairie sod, harrowed once over lightly, 
sowed your seed, and up came a thick, clean 
crop. So, when grain prices went up after 

On the o~casion of Martha McLaughlin's 80th birthday. 
Back. Row, .Ieftt;oo rIght: Harry Pentland, Mrs. Clare Fleming (Mary), Elliott 
Fleming, BIll T.ennant. 
Middle Row: Mrs. John Fleming (Mary), Irene (Fleming) Pentland Shirley 
Pentl~nd. Clare Fleming, Mrs. John Fleming Jr. (Martha McLaughl{n), John 
Fleming, Aunh' Tennant (Jean Fleming). 
Front Ro.w: Dorr:ene Fle!"l1ing, Anna Fleming, Elaine Fleming, Thelma Mit
chell, ElsIe (Flemmg) WrIght, Rod Anderson, (in front) Jacqueline Fleming 
Margaret (Fleming) Anderson. L'ena (Fleming) Mitchell. ' 

- 303-



1896, and especially in the booming years 
1900-1913, it began to be said that John 
Fleming Junior was a "rich" man. 

John Junior did feel affluent enough that, 
about 1911, he with the younger members of 
his family still at home, meved to Victoria, 
B.C. He arrived there in time to take part 
in one of the great B.C. real-estate booms, 
and the first of the great B C. market col
lapses, in 1913, in which Joh;} got his fingers 
well burned. This, and the nervousness which 
the First World War engendered on the Pa
cific Coast, and perhaps nostalgia, also, drew 
the Flemings back to Manitoba during the 
War. John Junior retained property in B.C. 
and it WaS never very clear in the remain
ing years of his life whether Arrow River 
or Victoria was his permanent place of re
sidence. By early 1919, he was in Manitoba 
and very ill in Brandon Hospital. Express
ing a desire to die at home, at Arrow River, 
John Junior indulged in a last gesture of a 
"rich man" - a special train was hired to 
transport him from Brandon ,to Arrow River, 
where he died February 27, 1919. His wife, 
Martha, a remarkably durable woman, who 
outlived several of her ten children, re
mained active and alert for almost twenty
five more years. She died at Hamiota, Octo
ber 21, 1943. 

(We are indebted to H. C. Pentland, son of 
Irene Pentland, for the information from 
which the Fleming history was prepared.) 

JOHN FLEMING 
by daughter, Dorreene Wahl 

John Fleming was born Feb. 27, 1884, 
at Arrow River - the first of ten children 
born to John Fleming Jr., and Martha Mc
Laughlin, and was raised in the Arrow 
River community. He is believed to be the 
first white child born in this district. 

He attended school at Arrow River, ap
prOXimately from 1891 tr 1902: received 
• 1is high school education at Brandon Col
legiate, and attended Brandon Normal School 
in 1904, I believe. Although he did not 
teach school he had a 3rd Class Non-PrQ
fessional Certificate, dated July, 1905, and 
two 2nd Class Certificates, dated 1908 and 
1909. The exam for the 3rd Class Certificate 
was written at Birtle, Man. John Fleming 
entered the Law Faculty of the University 
of Manitoba and graduated, cum laude, with 
his L. L. B. in 1914. In December of the 

same year, he _ was accepted into the Law 
Society of Manitoba. 

He was an ardent football player wherever 
he lived. His two medals were marked 
1) Arrow River Football Seniors 1904, 2) 
Miniota 1907. 

I can only give a sporadic outline of John 
Fleming's life from 1900 to 1920, derived 
mainly from printed matter and momentoes. 
As his schooling did not follow a consecutive 
number of years, I presume he would be 
living and farming at Arrow River during 
the intervals between the times he lived in 
Brandon or Winnipeg. Following is a list 
of data and dates concerning his life: 

1908 - ran the elevator at Atwater - taken 
from a letter f,rom the Security Elevator Co., 
asking him if he wanted the job again in 1909. 

1909 - he was articling for his law with 
Messers: Crichton, McLure and Cohen in 
Winnipeg. This may have continued until 1914 
or 1915. 

1912 - Aug. 27 - made a Commissioner 
to Administer Oaths and take Mfidavits for 
the province of Manitoba. 

1915 - appointed a Notary Public for the 
province of Manitoba. Mter his graduation 
he moved to Moose Jaw, Sask., and practised 
law there. 

1916 - Sept. 20 - made a Commissioner 
to Administer Oaths for the province of 
Saskatchewan. 

1917 - June 7 - admitted to the Law 
SOCiety of Saskatchewan. ' 

1917 - June 29 - made a Notary Public 
for the province of Saskatchewan. He later 
moved and set up a Law Practice in River
hurst, Sask. 

On May 22, 1918, he enlisted with the 1st 
Depot Battalion, Sask. Regiment of the Can
adian Expeditionary force. He was discharged 
on Dec. 14,1918, on demobilization of the 
Army, and returned to Arrow River to live. 

He met Mary Lena Chipman, a school 
teacher, and they were married on June 
30, 1920. 
Mary Lena Chipman - Dec.30, 1884 - April 3, 
1965 . 

Mary Chipman was born on December 30, 
1884, in Nictaux West, AnnapMis County, 
Nova Scotia, the fifth of six children born to 
Miles Chipman and Annie Fisher. The Chip
man's were orchard farmers - then being 
the third generation of Chipman's farming 
this land. They had originated from the New 
England States with the United Empire Loy
alists. 
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Mary received her elementary education at 
Nictaux West, . N.S., her high school at 
Middleton, N.S., and her Normal training at 
Truro, N.S. She taught a few years in Nova 
Scotia, then returned to her home to keep 
house for her father. 

After her father's death, Mary came to 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, as her brother, George 
Chipman, was established in the Country 
Guide work - being one of its founders as 
well as its editor. This was in the year of 
1917, I believe. Mary Chipman taught school 
in Winnipeg, in the Scotia School District, 
near Pope, and at Crandall, Man. 

John Fleming and Mary ,Chipman were 
m~~'.'ied in W4mineg hi 1920. They lived 
in Arrow. RiveI' on"the Fleming family farm 
where John farmed with' his brOWtr Clare 
Fleming, until 1925. 

John and Mary Fleming were always in
terested in their community, but I can give 
no particulars, but one, of their community 
activity, during their five years at Arrow 
River. 

Mary Fleming (Mrs. John) organized the 
C. G. 1. T. in the Arrow River church and 
was their leader. I do not know the date 
this group was organized, but from one of 
the accompanying letters, you can see it 
was active in 1922. 

The first two children, rlaughters. were 
born to John and Mary Fleming while they 
resided at Arrow River: Anna Irene - born 
Nov. 3, 1922 in Winnipeg, Mary Elaine -
born Sept. 1, 1924 in Winnipeg. 

In 1925 John anq. Mary Fleming moved to 
Minnedosa, Man., where John established 
his own Law Practice. Here two more 
daughters were born: Ella Dorreene - born 
March 23, 1926 in Minnedosa and Olive 
Jacquelin - born March 15, 1928 in Min
nedosa. 

John Fleming was appOinted a Poli.ce Mag
istrate of the province of Manitoba on June 
15, 1928, and held this position all the rest 
of his life. He was also a Judge of the 
Juvenile Court. He was an active member 
of the Northern Judicial Bar Association, 
being its Secretary Treasurer for 12 years, 
and its President for two years. 

The family were members ofthe Minnedosa 
United Church. Mrs. Fleming was a Sunday 
School teacher for years, and an active 
member in the Women's groups. Mr. Fleming 
was an elder of the Church and Superin-

tendant for the Sunday School for twenty 
years, from about 1934 to 1954. Theirfamily 
of four girls were encouraged to be active in 
church life - through Sunday School, Mission 
Band, C. G. 1. T., Young PeoIllp's and the 
chOIr. 

John Fleming was an active member of the 
Minnedosa Agricultural Society, being its 
Secretary for some thirty years, from shortly 
after going to Minnedosa until 1959. 

Both John and Mary Fleming were active in 
their Lodge organizations. John was a mem
ber of the Masonic Lodge, having joined in 
Riverhurst, BaSk., on Oct. 10, 1918, then 
transferring to the Prince of Wales Lodge in 
Minnedosa. He became a Grand· Master, a 
Past Master in 1948, and a Past District 
Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Manitoba on June 4, 1953. Mary Flemingwas 
a member of the Wandah Rebekah Lodge, 
going through the ranks to become one of its 
Noble Grands. Mary Fleming served as a 
member of the Minnedosa School Board, 
from the late 1940' s for the next six to ten 
years. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Fleming served terms 
on the Adult Advisory Board of the Teentown 
group, a youth group that functioned from the 
mid 1940' s to the mid 1950' s. Both were in
terested in sporting activities. Mary was 
active in badminton and lawn bowling and 
bowling. John was an ardent curler until 
near his 70th birthday. I believe he was one 
of the men who was instrumental in building 
the curling rink in Minnedosa. John played 
football only at picnics in his later years. 
Both were interested in skating. This love of 
sports was passed on to all their children, 
with sportsmanship and fun being more im
portant than the sport itself. 

On January 1st •. 1958 .. John Fleming,. was 
included in the Queen's New Year's Honor 
List, and received his appointment as a 
Queen's Counsel. In one of his many letters 
of congratulations, was a sentence which 
exemplified his life; from R. J. MacKenzie, 
a former school teacher at Arrow River, 
"for you have always been conscientious and 
have gone the extra mile to be fair in solving 
the human equations" . 

John Fleming died suddenly on March 25, 
1960. Mary Fleming lived for five years after 
his <:leath, spending part time with her family 
and part time in Minnedosa. She died aJ:ter 
a short illness on. April .:3, .1965. 'fheyare 
buried in Minnedosa cemetery. They lived 
their lives with a continued faith in Goo. 
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and in their fellow men. They had immense
interest and faith in the youngsters of their 
community and always tried to set an example 
by their own living. 

Their four daughters were raised to adult
hood. All took their elementary and high 
school education in Minnedosa. 

Anna went on to take one year Science at' 
Brandbn College, then her training as a 
Laboratory Technician at the Brandon Mental 
Hospital, where she worked until her marri
age to Charles J. A. Hamilton, of Brandon, 
on August 6, 1945. Charlie stayed with the 
Canadian Army after World War II, so their 
place of residence was varied: Kingston, 
Ont; Edmonton, Alta.; Whitehorse, Yukon; 
Korea - for Charlie, and Brandon for Anna 
and family; Leavenworth, Kansas; Washing
ton D. C.; Calgary, Alta.; Edmonton, Alta.; 
and at present Kingston, Ont. Their family 
consists of five boys: JamesWilliam Charles 
born June 10,1946 at Edmonton, John Fleming 
Alexander born Dec. 3, 1947 at Whitehorse, 
Richard Robert born March 13, 1953 at 
Leavenworth, Kansas, Charles Keven Bruce 
born Sept. 30, 1960 at Edmonton, and Patrick 
David Gregory born October 27, 1963 at 
Edmonton. 

Elaine took a business course at Brandon 
Business College, then worked for Codville' s 
Wholesale in Brandon. She and Jack Wallace 
of Brandon were married on May 24, 1946. 
Jack was with Codville's and now is with 
Inter- Provincial Co- op. They h~ve resided 
in Brandon, Man., andYorkton,Sask., and now 
in Winnipeg, Man. They have the following 
family: Patricia Elaine born June 12, 1951 
at Brandon, Judy Lee Janet born March 10, 
1953 at Yorkton, John Scott born July 8, 
1958 at Winnipeg and Dawna Lynn born Feb. 
25, 1963 at Winnipeg. 

Dorreene graduated from Brandon College 
in 1946, with her B.A., then went to Manitoba 
University for her Diploma in Education in 
1949. She taught school for three years in 
Manitoba, before moving to Whitehorse. Here 
she met Herbert Wahl, formerly of Barl;head, 
Alta. They were married on Sept. 3, -1952, 
and have resided in Whitehorse since then. 
No family. -

Jacquelin (Jackie) attended Brandon Col
lege, graduating in 1948, with her B. Sc., 
specializing in geology. She worked in Win
nipeg at the Cancer Research Laboratory and 
the Government Mines Branch, until she 
moved to Calgary Alta., in 1957. Here she 
worked with British American Oil Company, 

moving to Edmonton in 1960, with the same 
Company. In the fall of 1963" she returned to the University of Alberta, where she. took 
her teacher training course. At present she 
is teaching school in Calgary. 

CLARE FLEMING 

Clare Fleming was the 8th of 10 children, 
born to John and Martha Fleming, in 1897. 
He lived with -his family on a farm at 
Arrow River, until moving to Victoria, B.C. 
in 1912. He returned to the farm in 1915. 
He was a member of the army in 1919. 
FollOWing this, he farmed the home farm in 
partnership with his brother John for a few 
years. 

In 1922, Clare married Mary Elliott, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Elliott. 
One son, Elliott, was born in 1924. The 
family moved to Bellingham, Washington, in 
1936. Elliott graduated from Meridian High 
School and served in the armed forces in 
the South Pacific for four years. On returning 
home, Elliott took up the printing trade and 
married Ann Larsen in 1948. They have three 
boys, all attending high school. 

FORSYTH FAMILY 

The Forsyth family settled in Miniota in 
1905 with Mr. Forsyth coming to Miniota from 
Hamiota, and originally from Ontario. Mr. 
Forsyth started the grocery store in Miniota 
in 1905, with a Bake shop in connection. 
He returned to Ontario to marry Miss 
Lydia McCallum, and Mr. and Mr~. For.syth 
returned to make their home in Miniota, 
on Louise Ave., and which is now occupied 
by Mr. and Mrs. Howard Richardson and 
family. 

The family of Harold, Lorna and Don were 
all born in the home on Louise Ave. and 
received their complete schooling in Miniota. 
Harold worked in the store for many years 
with his father, until the war years; and 
enlisted in the R .C'.A.F. Harold and his 
wife (Miss Ardy Lamb) now reside in Brandon 
where Harold is employed with CodviUe Co. 
Lorna is married to Rev. Harold Newton 
(Rector ofSt. Judes, Anglican)Winnipeg, Man. 
and they-have one sonJim Newton. Don and his 
wife (Miss Marion Storey)resid'e in lVIiniota 
and he manage? Forsyth Bros. Grocery 
Store, and they have one son, Jim Forsyth. 

Forsyth's store celebrated its 60th anni
versary July, 1965 after having completed 
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Forsyth family 

60 years business in Miniota. The store now 
is operated unter the M/M banner and is 
still operated in the same building since the 
year 1915. 

JOHN FOSTER 

by Mrs. Nellie Foster 

Jno. Foster was owner of the farm N.E. 
17-14-26 which was boui;hffrom C. L. Gurney 
w~o later moved to South Africa. I lived on 
thlS farm for forty years. Three children 
were born here. Alfred, the only son, is now 
the owner. 

On our far~ we raised chickens, pigs, 
cattle and gram. Transportation of produce 
to market was first done by team and 
wagon - hauling the grain to elevator, and 
stock to cars, for shipment to Winnipeg. For 
the most part, cream and eggs were used and 
sold locally. 

We were the third family in the district 
to have a radio, and when Hunter Bros. 
received their first shipment of Ford cars 
via C. P. F. we bought one. We also had the 
first oil-fuelled engine in the area. 

In my childhood days I remember my 
mother leading the oxen team to strike out 
the first furrow, which the oxen later followed 
as a guide when plowing: 

There were no bare backs in those days. 
The flies and mosquitoes were so bad 
netting was used to cover the face, and the 
men kept backs and arms covered with their 
shirts. 

My father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. C.D. 
Beard came from England in the year 1883. 
They homesteaded and lived on the farm until 
their retirement. 

FRED FRANKLIN 

by M. Franklin 

My father was born in Ley ton - a suburb 
"of London - England, in 1884. At the age of 

17 he emigrated to Canada, working at 
Griswold, Manitoba, until· he enlisted in 
1914 in the Canadian forces. He served in 
France, and at the end of the war, returned 
to Canada where he commenced work witl1 
the Canadian Pacific Railway at Griswol!i. 

In 1925 he married Mina Boldt at Birtle. 
In the spring of 1926 they moved to Miniota 
where he assumed his duties as Section 
Foreman. 

We lived in Miniota until 1933 when we 
moved to Lenore. During the years in Miniota 
my father took an active part in the life of 
the community, his chief interest being the 
Miniota branch of the Canadian Legion. For 
many years after lea"ing Miniota, he con
tinued to participate in the annual Memorial 
Day services, sometimes as guest speaker. 

FRASER f' AMIL Y 

by Carl Gow 

In 1882 David Fraser and son Donald left 
Halton County, Ontario, and settled in the 
Hamiota district near Oak River. His family 
joined the m in the following year. 

In 1900, three years after the death of 
their father, the family moved to Miniota 
where they established a home in the village. 
The family then consisted of Donald. David; 
Flora, Janet, Joseph and thei;r monier, the 
other members of the family having married 
~d moved away. In that same year Janet 
died, and Joseph passed away the following 
year. 

Don and Dave began farming as well as 
setting up an implement business. A half
section was bought one half mile south of the 
village, and Dave operated the farm while Don 
managed the implement business. Flora kept 
house and took a very keen interest 'in the 
church and other community activities. For 
many years she was organist in the Pres
byterian Church. Both brothers were strong 
supporters and workers in the church. Don 
was an Elder and Secretary-Treasurer until 
his death. Dave was a member of the church 
choir for at least 40 years. 
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The Fraser Family 

Shortly after having become established in 
business, Don was appointed Clerk of the 
County Court, a position he held until a few 
years before his death. David continued to 
farm and after the sale of the west quarter 
of the farm, he purchased a farm in the 
Uno district and, until his death, operated the 
two farms. For many years he was a Dir
ector of the Agricultural Society of Miniota. 

In 1912 their mother'passed away. She was 
buried beside her husband in the Hamiota 
cemetery. In 1932 Flora passed away. Donald 
died in 1938, and David in 1939. They were 
buried in the Beulah cemetery. 

DR. JOHN HENRY FRASER 

Dr. Fraserwasborn in Georgetown, Ontario 
April 11, 1866. He quit school at an early age 
but after a few years of driving oxen decided 
to go back to school again. In 1894, he re
ceived his B.A. degree from the University 
of Toronto.He then came west and taught 
school in Hamiota, in 1895- 6, when it was only 
a one- roomed school. He farmed again for 
a couple of years and then went to medical 
college in Winnipeg coming to Crandall in 
1903, as an M.D. The following year he 
married Miss Mary Telfer of Portage la 

Prairie, who was his partner until her death 
in June 1950. 

Dr. Fraser was well known by the children 
as he called at Arrow River school as 
health officer. For 47 years, neither the 
elements nor time of day kept him away from 
any call of illness. Even after going to live 
with his daughter in Winnipeg, in 1950, 
he still called Crandall" Home" and all whom 
he had served "His Family". Many were the 
letters he wrote to those in trouble. The 
Doctor was always interested in the well
being of the community. the church, school, 
rink and Forrester's Lodge. He also loved 
plants. His home and grounds was one of the 
beauty spots of the area. 

"Well done, thou good and faithful servant" 
is indeed a fitting tribute to Dr. John Henry 
Fraser, physiCian, counselor and friend, who 
passed away July 30, 1962, at the good old 
age of 96. 

FRANK GARDHAM, SR. 

by :Mrs. Frank Gardham 

Francis (Frank) Gardham was born on 
Sept. 10, 1882, in a small place, Brantingham 
in East Yorkshire, England. His parents were 
George and Eliza Gardham, who had 9 
children. He spent most of his young life 
around small places near Hull, a town on 
the East Coast. It is built o,n the River 
Humber, which flows into the North Sea. 
Hull was very well known through the wars 
and was heavily bombed. Frank was hired out 
to work on farms and after a while the 
farriily moved to Ellerker where his dad l1aq 
a small farm. 

Frank left Liverpool on March 1st, 1906, 
for Canada and arrived in Brandon. Here he 
met Mr. Jim Elliott who hired Frank to work 
and help with the farm. As Mr. Elliott and 
Mary (now Mrs. Clare Fleming) were going 
on a vacation to the coast, Frank was to 
take charge as Mrs. Elliott, Russell, Jessie 
and Murdoch were on the farm and so needed 
someone to look after the stock. 

At the end of 1906, Frank went to work 
for Mr. J. R. Lynch. In 1910, he returned 
to England to visit his relatives and friends. 
In February of 1911 he married Miss Lucy 
Sefton of Ripon, West Yorkshire. They were 
married in Ripon Cathedral. 

In MarCh, Frank and his bride came back 
to Manitoba, Canada, and they were accom-
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panied by three friends of Frank's, who 
came to find work on farms. These friends 
were Jim Stamford, Sam Barrett and Fred 
Levitt. Jim Stamford had been best man at 
their wedding. This friendship has continued 
through the years. Jim and Sam stayed and 
wQrked for J. B. Lynch and Fred Levitt 
worked for John Lelond. In 1914 Sam left 
for England and enlisted in the army as a 
sniper. He lost his life in action. Fred and 
Jim went to find jobs over in the Elkhorn 
District. Both married. Jim settled down on 
the farm which was previously owned by Mr. 
Watts (Percy Watt's father) in the Reeder 
district. After Fred's wife died, he went ~o 
Edmonton and we lost track of him. 

In December 1911, Mr. Lynch had a house 
built in the yard into which Frank, his family 
and the hired man moved. That house was 
bought and moved by Bill Lelond when he 
got married and is now occupied by them. 

In 1913, Lucy Gardham and her two girls, 
Betty and Enid, left for a trip home to 
England and were fortunate to have as a 
travelling companion Miss I}athleen Durrant 
who had been visiting her sister, Mrs. Jed 
Lelond, and was returning to England. Mrs. 
Gardham stayed in England for 7 months, 
returning in April, 1914. She was accompanied 
by her sister, Miss Enid Sefton, who later 
became Mrs. Lou Lelond. It was nearing the 
wartime of August and we really had some 
wonderful experiences. The following year, 
Frank rented the Old Lynch homestead, where 
we settled down until 1941. 

In 1923, Frank Gardham Jr., a nephew, 
came out from England. A few years later 
a younger brother Dave, came also to Canada. 
He was not very strong and the weather was 
ver:v hard on him. He died in Hamiota Hospital 
in 1937 of Bright's Disease. Their father, 
Mr. J. H. Gardham, travelled out twice to 
Canada to see his sons and relatives. 

In 1941 Frank bought a small farm belonging 
to Mr. Weston Sweet, south west 14-13-26. 
It was a lovely spot on top of the Assinib9ine 
Valley. They continued to live there until 
Harry, their youngest, married. Then they 
moved to Arrow River to the house which at 
one time had been owned by J. F. Tennant 
and family. So, this family has not moved 
far from Arrow River since settling here in 
1911. They celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in October 1960, at which time 
the family could all be there. Frienas and 
neighbors came. It was quite a happy time 
and will never'be forgotten. 

Then, in Feb. 1966, the family and several 
clo~e friends called in on their 55th wedding 
annIversary. 

There were five Children, who all received 
their education in the Arrow River school: 

Mary Elizabeth (Betty) Gardham, was born 
on November 24th, 1911. She married Douglas 
Arthur Falloon, of Foxwarren, Dec. 21st, 
19?7. They have two boys and two girls, 
ShIrley (Mrs. Gordon Beaton) ofElphinstone, 
Donald, Ronald and Janet. Don has two sons 
William and Neil. ' 

Enid Sefton Gardham was born on Jan. 
13, 1913. She married Conrad George Orr 
on Nov. 4, 1938. They live at Foxwarren and 
have two girls, Diane and Beverley. 

George William Gardham was born May 9, 
1921. He married Lillian Richardson of 
Miniota on April 19, 1952. They have two 
children, Billy and Elaine. 

Ethel Louise Gardham was born on March 
24, 1923, and was married to Douglas Mitchell 
Johnson on August 8, 1947. They live in 
Winnipeg and have two sons, Richard and 
Douglas. 

Harry Bateman Gardham was born on 
August 31, 1925. He married Georgina Mit
chell (nee Torrance) on October 16, 1949. 
They have seven children: Robert, Brian, 
Marilyn, Ronald, Laurie, Francis and Rodney. 
Janice and Duncan are children of Georgina's 
first marriage. 

HARRY BATEMAN GARDHAM 
by Mrs. Harry Gardhatn 

Harry Bateman Gardham was born on 
August 31, 1925, in Miniota Nursing Home. 
He lived for some 14 years with his parents 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gardham Sr., on the 
north half of section 34-13-26. 

He attended school at Arrow River and 
played hockey and baseball. The Gardham 
family then moved to section 14-13-26, on the 
top of the Assiniboine Valley hill. This farm 
was then owned by Mr. Weston Sweet. The 
Gardhams bought this farm in 1947. 

In 1948, On October 16, Harry married 
Georgina Mitchell (Torrance), Widow of John 
E. Mitchell, and lived on his father's farm 
until 1962. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gardham had 
by then moved to the town of ArrdW River. 
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In 1962 Harry and family bought the E. D. 
McNab farm from William Attwood, section 
7-14-25. 

Harry has two step children, Duncan now 
of Edmonton, Alberta, and Janice (Mrs. 
Murray Carnegie) of Hamiota. He also has 
five sons: Robert, Brian, Ronald, Francis, 
and Rodney, and two daughters: Marilyn and 
Laurie. All children are attending school 
except Rodney, who is five years old. Robert, 
Brian and Marilyn attend school at Miniota 
and Ronald, Laurie and Francis at Arrow 
River. 

FRANK GARDHAM, JR. 

I, Frank Gardham, was born on May 4, 
1906, at Witton Park, near Blackburn in 
Lancashire, England. My father, J. H. Gard
ham, was gamekeeper of the estate of Major 
Fielding. I came to Arrow River from Eng
land on March 15, 1923. The first people I 
met on arrival were the Sam Cusack family, 
who took me in to supper until my uncle, 
Frank Gardham, came to take me home, 
where I lived for the next 3 years. 

I found the way of life there quite different 
to England, but soon got used to it. Later, I 
worked for Mr. Wallace Bonner and, in 1931, 
rented the George Sunley farm. Little did I 
think the next few years would be so tough, 
but like a lot of other people, we came 
through it and it didn't do us any harm. 

In 1932, I married May Watters, our first 

Four generations ¢ the Gerrand Family. 
Seated: David Gerrand, holding twin great 
grandsons. 
Standing: Arthur Gerrand and son Tom 
Gerrand. 

2 sons being born while we lived on the 
Sunley farm. 

My brother, Dave, who came from England 
in 1930, passed away in 1937. 

I joined the Army in January, 1942. My 
wife and 2 sons stayed on the farm with the 
wife's brother, Francie, running the farm. 
After serving in England, France and Bel
gium, I was medically discharged in May, 
1945. Francis Watters bought our farm and 
we moved to Isabella, where I farmed until 
1957. 

Our next 2 sons were born while we lived 
at Isabella. 

We moved to Kamloops, B.C., October 
1957, and I am employed by the Federal 
Government D.N.P. 

We have many happy memories of Arrow 
River and always enjoy a visit there. 

DAVID GERRAND 

by Mrs. Alice M. Cumming 

David Gerrand was born in Scotland, near 
Castle Douglas. In the year 1870, he and his 
parents, also a brother and two sisters came 
out to Guelph, Ontario and farmed there for 
twelve years. Our father was a young man 
then, and went to school in Guelph, but when 
his father died they decided to move farther 
west. In the spring of 1882, the remainder of 
the family came by steamer up the Red River 
to what is now the city of Winnipeg, then the 
remainder of the way by steamer on the 
Assiniboine River, as far west as what 
is known now as Miniota. Tl).ey brought all 
their belongings with them, and lived in 
tents until such time as they could build 
a house. 

They settled on the banks ofthe Assiniboine, 
overlooking the valley, about a mile from 
the river, which could be seen from their 
home. Their first task was to build a .log 
house, and prepare for the winter. 

Our father homesteaded twice, also had a 
quarter section by preemption. The home
stead numbers were the N. E. quarter of 
16-13-26, and the S. E. 1/4 sec. 22-13-26, 
and by preemption, the N. W. quarter of 
22-13- 26. They named the farm Glenlochar, 
after his father's farm and school in Scot
land. When in later years a school was built 
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at the north end of the farm, it was named 
Glenlochar, and I attended that school when 
it was opened. 

In about the year 1884, my father had a 
stone house built. The stones were brought 
twenty miles, and the house still stands 
there today, but now is unoccupied. In that 
year he married Alice Cole, whose parents 
had .come out from England in the year 
1882, and settled directly on the opposite 
side of the valley. We could see our grand
father Cole's house on the other side of the 
valley, but as there was no bridge over the 
river, we did not visit them in summer. In 
winter when the river was frozen over 
it was easy to get there. ' 

There were five children by this marri
age: Arthur, who lives in Victoria, B.C .. 
Ernest in Regina; Edith in Vancouver; Tom 
who died in the first World War, and myself 
Alice. ' 

Mrs. Gerrand died on September 29, 1900, 
ana was 'bUried in the Arrow River Cem
etery. 

In the early days, our father used to tell 
us about the trips he made with oxen. The 
nearest flour mill being at Birtle, he would 
take the grain and get his supply of flour, 
usually twice a year, as it was a long trip 
and usually took three days. He would get all 
the necessary ttiings such as tea, sugar, 
and dried fruits. Almost everything came in 
w00den boxes, and the flour in wooden 
barrels. Wheat, oats and barley were the 
main crops, and almost everyone had live
stOCk. 

In 1901 Mr. Gerrand was married a second 
time to his first wife's sister, Rose Cole. 
In that year he also moved into the town of 
Miniota, where he had a hardware store for 
some years. He also built a fine business 
block with a large music hall upstairs, 
complete with stage and dressing room. He 
took an active part in community life and 
politics, and was chairman of the Public 
School Board, a member of the Municipal 
Council, also Reeve of the municipality for 
many years. He was an Elder in the Miniota 
Presbyterian Church, and superintendent of 
the Sunday School. He was fond of reading, 
and his favorite hobby was writing poems .. 
He had a book of poems written, also had 
some stories published in the Free Press. 

There were four children by the second 
marriage; Aletha, Mrs. L. Jameson, living 
at Brooklands, Man.; Dorothy died in 1933; 

David lives in Fort William, Ont. and Janet 
Mrs. Allen Kent, lives in Winnipeg. 

Mr. Gerrand lived the latter part of his 
life in Winnipeg, where he died in the year 
1944, in his eight-ninth year. Mrs. Gerrand 
died in January, 1950. 

ARTHUR GERRAND 

Arthur Gerrand, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
David Gerrand, was born and raised at 
"The Old Stone House" in the Glenlochar 
district. 

In 1915 he married Miss May Harrison of 
Birtle, and they resided on sec. 22-13-26, 
which he farmed until they moved to Birtle 
in 1921. Their sons, Tom and Norman were 
born during this time. 

At Birtle Mr. Gerrand operated a Grocery 
and Bakery bUSiness, until he moved to 
B. C. in 1948. He now resides in Victoria, 
B. C. Mrs. Gerrand passed away in 1929. 

Their family consisted of two sons and two 
daughters: Tom - who married Miss Phyllis 
Wilcocks in 1942, and worked with his 
father in the store in Birtle until they moved 
to B.C. They have twin sons, Arthur and 
David, born at Birtle in 1943; Christopher, 
born at Nanaimo, B.C. in 1953, and Patricia 
born at Victoria in 1959. They reside in 
Victoria. 

Norman - who was killed in Italy in 
July 1944, while serving with the R. C. A .. ,F. 
in World Ward II. 

Lillian - who passed away in 1929. 

Gwenneth - who resides in Winnipeg. 

A SONG OF THE PRAIRIE 

by D. Gerrand Sr. 

Sing me a song of the prairie 
Where the wind sweeps wild and free, 
And the prairie wolf from his hidden lair 
Gambols over the prairie lea. 

Then give me a home on the prairie 
Far away from the city's roar, 
Where golden grain waves in the sun 
And children play round the door. 

I hear the song of the prairie 
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When the sun shines bright and clear, 
Arid song bird's call in the summertime 
Falls sweet on the listening ear. 

I hear the call from the prairie farm 
Where the water trickles clear from the 

crystal well; 
And the sound of the humming bird is heard 
Where the wild dove coos in the woodland 

dell. 

As the long summer day draws to a close; 
And the golden sun sinks in the west, 
The curtain clouds are fringed with gold 
Beyond the dark Assiniboine's crest. 

Amid the prairie silences 
By river and valley and stream, 
With no jar and strife of earthly life 
To disturb my last long dream; 

Then lay me to rest at the close of day 
Beside those woodland bowers, 
And I,shall rest supremely blest 
Among the prairie flowers. 

Yes: lay me to rest on the prairie's breast 
When life's long task is o'er, 
And I shall sleep where the low winds 

creep, 
Until time shall be no more. 

Then sing us a song of the prairie land 
By river and poplar grove, 
Yes, sing it again to the glad refrain 
Of the heart and home we love. 

EMIL GERTZ 

Fred Gertz and his brother, Arnold, took 
over the Sam Wallace farm, but soon left 
to reside in Virden. Their parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Emil Gertz, then came to the 
district, accompanied by their two school 
age sons, Arthur and Leonard. The family 
still resides in the community. 

HARVEY W. GIBBINGS 

by Mrs. H. W. Gibbings 

Harvey W. Gibbings was born and raised 
on the farm of. his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Gibbings in Blanchard Municipality, 
5 1/2 miles from Lenore, and I (the former 
Alice Wiltshire) wa,s bQfn and raised on the 
farm of my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Wiltshire in the BeulaJi district, (26-14-27). 

Harvey was employed as egg grader an.cl 
buttermaker at Miniota Creamery in f'939. 
The creamery was then owned by Brandon 
Creamery and Supply Co., with Mr. Christ
ianson as manager. It was bought by the Man-
1tooa Dairy and Foultry Co. In 1945, and 
Harvey became manager in 1947. He helped 
to plant the evergreens there in 1939. 

We were married on June 3,1939, and lived 
for a year in the suite above Mr. E. Woods' 
Hardware and Tinsmithing' -- the store now 
owned by W. A. Barrett. We lived two years 
in the suite above Mr. Hodnett's store, then 
bought the house now owned by D. Russell. 

When Harvey worked at the creamery they 
raised between 400 and 600 hogs a year. 
He was also agent for Quaker Oats Feeds. 

During the years we were at Miniota we 
held many offices in the community. 
Harvey was an active member ofthe 1.O.O.F. 
Lodge, and became District Grand Master 
in 1947-48, and received his twenty-fifth 
year Jewel in 1961. He joined the Masons 
and went through the chairs, serving as 
Master in 1953. We were active members 
of the United Church; Harvey being on the 
Board of Stewards and I belonged to the W .A. 
We were both members of the Community 
Centre, and Harvey was President for one 
term. When they started having picture shows 
in Miniota, Harvey operated the machine, 
and was on the Picture Committee. 

Curlin g was one of our favorite activities 
and Harvey held several offices in the club. 
He also served on the Town Council. I was 
a member of the W. 1. Auxiliary, and also 
enjoyed four years as a leader of the,4-H 
sewing club. 

Our children were born at Miniota with 
Dr. Chalmers attending. John Harvey, born 
June 18, 1942 and died March 19, 1957, 
Mary Alice (Faye) born Dec. 2, 1944, and 
Edwin Willsmore (Ted) born July 12, 1948. 

We moved to Swan River in 1957, and 
Harvey came up on Sept. 13 to be manager 
of the new Manitoba Dairy and Poultry Co-op 
Creamery. When our new house was com
pleted we moved in on Dec. 10, 1957. Harvey 
worked for the Co-Op until the end of 
April 1965. He is presently employed at 
J. G. Rourke's as Partsman and Salesman. 

Faye has attended United College in Win
nipeg for the past three years, and has 
received her B.A. Degree. This summer 
she is on tour of Europe with the Canadian 

- 312 ---



Union of Students tour. She attended Regina 
University in September and got her Diploma 
in Education. She married Const. Art. Wesner 
of Prince Albert Sask. in June, 1966, and they 
are living in Rosthern, Sask. Ted is at 
present attending vocational school at The 
Pas. 

WILLIAM GIBBON 

Among the early settlers of this district 
was William Gibbon, who came from Becken
ham, England to Canada in 1887. He was 
accompanied by his wife, the former Blanche 
Wordsworth, who was a second cousin of the 
poet, Wordsworth, and their young son Hugh. 
Arriving in Brandon, they travelled by (}xcart 
to Birtle, and from there to Old BeUlah. 
Their first impression of this new land to 
which they had come, made them long to 
return to England. 

However, they remained, and the first 
land purchased was 23-14-27. The Gibbon 
family was the third to live on this land. 
The small shack which was. their home for 
three years was the former Rawson store', 
which served the area around Beulah. 

Later Mr. and Mrs. Gibbon took up a home
stead on the N. E. quarter of 12-14-27, 
which was some years later sold to Guy 
Stewart. Mr. Gibbon then purchased the N.W . 
quarter of section 23-14- 27, and erected 
buildings, which included a barn of sods. 
In a few years the south west quarter was 
bought, making him the owner of the whole 
section. The name of "Foxgrove" was given 
to their farm, this being the name of their 
old home in England. 

To the early settlers, life in the new land 
was very rugged and presented many prob
lems. The making of bread was a major 
problem to young Mrs. Gibbon; but with per
severence. ,and the help_ of her good neigh
bors, "the Irwins", she soon had this under 
control. . 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Gibbon were musical, 
but at that time a. piano was out of the 
question. One day when Mr. Gibbon was 
driving to Beulah, he was approaching the 
Massina farm, when what should he see -
but a piano being unloaded. He stayed for 
awhile, and was rewarded with the pleasure 
of being the first in the district to play this 
instrument. It was not until several years 
later that Mr. and Mrs. Gibbon were able to 
install a Heintzman piano in their home. 
This piano was left to a granddaughter, Ruth, 

and is enjoyed by their great grand children. 

In the fall of 1903 Wm. Gibbon had the 
pleasure of a trip back to his home land, but 
tragedy struck, and on the return voyage in 
1904 he became ill with pneumonia and died 
at sea. 

Mrs. Gibbon and her son Hugh, who was 21 
years of age when his father died, carried 
on the farm work. Mrs. Gibbon passed away 
in 1922 at the age of 78, and was buried in 
Beulah cemetery. 

HUGH GIBBON 

by Ruth Lelond 

My father, Hugh Arkwright Gibbon, was 
three years old when he came with his parents 
to Canada. Their farm was close to the 
Assiniboine Valley, and as a small boy he 
loved to roam this valley and pasture lands, 
becoming familiar with every part of it. 
He attended school for a short time at the 
original Miniota, and later at Old Beulah 
.schools. 

Following Grandfather's death, Dad, at the 
age of twenty- one, with the help of neighbors, 
carried on the farm work. 

It was about this time that a cousin in 
England sent him some butterflies and his 
interest in collecting moths and butterflies 
was born. This became a lifetime hobby, 
and many hours were spent each summer 
t· collecting" and each winter preparing and 
mounting them. Many were exchanged for 
specimens from all over the world. He 
spent much time with Jack 'Dennis of Beulah, 

/ 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Gibbon. 

- 313-



wfo was equally devoted to this hobby. His 
collection, at the time of his death numbered 
approximately fifteen thousand,' and was 
donated by his family to the Entomology 
Department of the University of Manitoba. 

As a result of the time he spent out of 
doors as a young boy, Dad acquired a wide 
knowledge af natural history. He never tired 
of telling of the saskatoon tree growing on 
his. farm, v.:hich each year bore a quantity of 
whIte bernes. The tree, I believe, is still 
there, as are many of the old oak trees he 
watched gro",: from the time of their arrival. 

He enjoxed reading, sketching and painting, 
usually bIrds and flowers, and was especially 
f9nd of shows. As a member of A. Kerr's 
rmk for several years he enjoyed curling. 
Each winter with Allan Haney, Jack Dennis 
and others, Dad spent a week or two in the 
Riding Mountains hUnting moose and elk. 
For many years, much to the displeasure 
of the rest of the family, a moose and elk 
head graced our living room. 

In St. Barnabas Anglican Church in Medi
cine Hat, on December 16th, 1916he married 
M'Liss Little of the Arrowton School district. 
They returned to the' farm and along with 
oth~r farmers in those early days, ex
penenced the usual hardships. However, 
many good times were had too. People seemed 
t~ find ~uch more time then to exchange visits 
wItli neIghbors. An open sleigh, and later 
a covered van were used in the winter time 
to travel t~ whist d~ives, house parties, 
etc. A tenms court m the yard provided 
summer enjoyment. 

T.here were four in our family. Mter 
takmg normal training in Winnipeg, I taught 
school. at. Roselea and Glenlochar prior to 
my marnage to Wes Lelond. Mrs. Eari 
Blacksh~w, Mary, became a stenographer and 
worked m a lawyer's office in Virden. She 
lives on a farm at Virden and has three 
child~en, Robert, Brenda and Brian. Eric 
mar ned Beth Alexande r and has two children 
M'Liss and John. He served with the Canadia1 
Air Force during the war, and is now em
ployed with Canadian Aviation Electronics in 
Winnipeg. Arthur died while training at Camp 
Shilo in 1941. 

. Mother and Dad retired from active farm 
life before coming to Miniota. Mother passed 
aw~y in 1959 and Dad in 1963. The farm, 
WhICh had belonged to the Gibbon family for 
nearly eighty years, was sold following 
Dad's death, to Howard Richardsdn. 

DAVID GILCHRIST FAMILY 

by Mrs. David Gilchrist 

David Gilchrist was born as Leswalt, Wig
townshire, Scotland, in 1892. He came to 
Canada in 1913, and worked for Archie Kerr 
for four years. He found the climate, work 
and conditions much different than those in 
Scotland. 

Mrs. Gilchrist, tlte""former M. J. Savage, 
was born at Maxweltown, Dumfriesshire", 
Scotland in 1898. She came to Canada as a 
young girl to keep house for her uncle, Archie 
Kerr, and to care for her grandtnother, wno 
was in poor health. She married David 
Gilchrist in Brandon in 1917, aildtheyworked 
for Mr. J. H. Steuart on his valley farm. 

They later purchased this farm, but suc
cessive floods, rust and dry years forced 
them to give it up and sell out. They worked 
out for two years, and in 1926 they rented 
the Jesse Crockart farm, south east of 
Beulah so they would be near the school. 
Horses were used at this time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilchrist had three sons; 
Ronald, David and Gordon Allan born at 
Miniota, and Kenneth Archie born at Beulah. 
The years were dry at this time, and grain 
prices were very low, as were prices for 
cream and other farm produce. In 1934 they 
·moved to the farm of Mr. I. Sararas, one mile 
east of Miniota. They farmed this section 
first with horses, and later with tractor 
power, growing wheat, oats and barley. 
They also kept a dairy herd, some beef 
cattle and hogs. 

War broke out in 1939, and farm help was 
hard to get. Ronald joined the R.C .A.F. 
.and served overseas. He lost his life over 
Belgium in 1943, and he is buried in the 
British Military Cemetery at Heverlee, Bel
gium. 

Archie took his brother's place on the 
farm, and the years passed; some good, 
some fair. In the last few years of his 
life Dave did not enjoy good health, and in 
1956 he passed away in Virden hospital after 
an operation . 

In 1958 Mrs. Gilchrist and Gordon moved 
into 'Miniota, and Archie and his wife, the 
former Gladys M. Grant, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Grant of Elkhorn, now live 
at Norwood Farm in the valley west of town. 
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WILLIAM GILCHRIST 

William Thomas Gilchrist was born in 
Butte, Montana, November 6, 1917 toThomas 
Gilchrist and his wife Mary, the oldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Peel of 
Miniota. A few years later the family moved 
back to Miniota to Mrs. Gilchrist's father's 
farm: Bill has one sister Dorothy, married 
to Jim Gurr and living now at Haney, B.C. 
and one brother, Eddy, married to the former 
Betty Thompson and living at Willen. The 
Gurrs have three daughters, Evelen, Irene 
and Betty and the E. Gilchrist's have four 
children: Debbie, Patty, Bobby and Susan. 

Bill worked out at various places around 
the district from the time he was thirteen, 
also spending one winter working in the 
"bush" at Fort Frances, Ont. In 1936, while 
working for Tom Long, Bill met Elva Lints. 

Elva was born September 27, 1921, the 
fourth of nine children of Alfred Lints 
and Euretta Jane Doupe. The family con
sisted of Edna, Sanford, Elwood, Elva, Holl_is, 
Lois, Delia. Christina and Fern. Elva attended 
school at Decker until her mother passed 
away when she was fourteen and Elva quit 
to look after the home. 

Bill and Elva were married July 18, 1939, 
at her father's Mme in Decker. They lived 
for a time at Decker, then wentto Rosetown, 
Sa~katchewan, back to Decker and then to 
Isabella to the farm they presently own. 

They have two children: Larry William, 
born while they were at Decker on April 
18, 1940, married and presently living in 
Miniota, and Judith Annette, born after they 
moved to Isabella, on April 30, 1943. 

Judy married Winston Fulton on April 
1, 1961. They are now living in Saskatoon. 
They have two children: Thomas Alan, born 
May 1, 1962 and Linda Mary born June 16, 
1963, while the FultonswerelivinginMiniota. 
Their two children, and the three of Larry 
Gilchrists are the five great, great grand-. 
children of Mrs, Robert Peel. 

In the twenty two years Bill and Elva lived 
in Isabella, they became staunch members 
of that community, taking part in most 
activities, not only for· themselves, but also 
for their children. 

In January of 1965 they moved into the 
new home they had built for themselves here 

Five Generations: Bill Gilchrist, Tom Gilch
rist, Larry Gilchrist and Mark, Mrs. Peel. 

in Miniota. From here they continue to work 
the Isabella farm. 

On July 18, 1964, they celebrated their 
Silver wedding anniversary. A family dinner 
was held in the Miniota motor hotel at which 
many members of their families were able 
to be present. Later a reception was held 
at their home to which many of their friends, 
old and new, came to wish them well. 

LARRY GILCHRIST 

Larry William Gilchrist was born in Min
iota Hospital April 18, 1940. His parents, 
William and Elva Gilchrist were then living 
at Decker at the home of Mrs. Gilchrist's 
father. Larry spent the early part of his 
life at Isabella, then worked successively 
at Hamiota, Russell, Winnipeg and Birtle. 

On August 19, 1961, Larry married D6na
leen Janice McLachlan of Katrime, Man. 
Donnaleen was born May 26, 1940 at Katrime. 
She aHended school ther.e then went on to 
CoHedafe aIid'I'eacbers' College in Winnipeg. 
She titught one year at McConnell and three 
years for the Miniota Municipal S.D. at 
Isabella. Larry and D~naleen took up resi
dence in Isabella, moving to Mi niota in 
November, 1963. 

While they were in Isabella, on September 
10, 1962, their older son, Mark William 
was born. After the move to Miniota two more 
children, Laurie Jean, (March 12, 1965) and 
Larry Todd (October 15, 1966) were born. 
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In November, 1966 Larry and Donaleen 
purchased and moved into the former United 
Church Manse. 

Both have been active in community ac
tivities, Larry playing hockey, curling and 
playing ball, and Donaleen curling andworking 
with the C. G. I. T. 

FRANKW. GOODEN 

1 went to Miniota in February 1928, andwas 
employed by Mr. W. L. Hodnett as clerk in 
his store. 

I married Miss Mabel Taylor, who was a 
teacher in Miniota School, and we lived 
there until September, 1935. 

We now have a store at Shell Lake, Sask. 

BERT GOODMAN'S 
MEMORIES OF MINIOT A. 

My interest and fond memories of Miniota 
started one day in late summer of 1928. 
Having left my wife and young daughter at 
Lauder, Man., I was travelling by C.P.R. 
to Miniota to work for Mr. J. D. Forsyth. 
I can remember being quite apprehensive 
about the job, having very little experience 
in .. store clerking, and that, I had pjcked 1,IP 
in my Father- in-law' s store at Lauder. How
ever, everything turned out well except that 
there wasn't an empty house in town at that 
time, and I had to board out at Jack and Jean 
Cook's home. At that time they lived in a 
small house just across from the old rink. 

After a few months, and well acquainted 
with a lot of Miniota reSidents, I was able 
(through a kindly act of the Elders of the 
United Church) to send for my family and 
move into the Church Manse, free rent, 
with the understanding that I gave free board 
to the resident minister - Rev. Earl Dixon, 
who was a bachelor. 

This was, of course, just a temporary 
friendly offer for my benefit. Later, in early 
winter, I acquired the top part of a house 
near the town's school. A Mr. and Mrs. 
Watson rented the bottom half. It was while 
living at this house my first son Lionel w~s 
born. That was quite a night. I remember, 
on my way to the hospital with my wife, I 
woke up Miss Sararas, who in turn got in 
touch with Dr. Chalmers. Miss Sararas was 

the night telephone operator. The good Doctor 
arrived about the same time that we got 
there, and my son was born about five a.m. 
on March 12th. 

Yes, we also lived in a house that I think 
was owned by Mrs. A. McKean, and we ended 
up in another house next door to the Com
mercial Hotel. 

My stay in Miniota was very pleasant, and 
the people were warm hearted. I can re
member the Spencer Bros. Butcher Shop, -
Joe, and I think the other brother's name 
was Albert - I can remember Bill Hurlin 
who used to run a repair shop, - yes, Bill -
a man who could make you laugh, always up 
to some trick . . He came to see me at one 
time, and knowing I was from England, asked 
me if I had tasted any English toffee since 
I had been in Canada, and I said no. He 
offered me two or three of these so-called 
candy. I ate them, but found the next day 
that they were just plain candy laxative!!! 

Yes, I can also remember Mr. Grant 
that had the dray business. He had a little 
whistle all his own while working, and a very 
busy man was he, for Miniota was then a 
thriving centre catering to a large farming 
area. At that time there was a daily train 
from Brandon, arriving at Miniota early 
evening and staying overnight, and returning 
to Brandon next morning. I believe it was a 
Mr. Birch that looked after the engine over
night .. Yes, Mr. and Mrs. Birch, a lovely 
old couple. I can remember the year they took 
a trip to England, and I gave them my home 
address, and they h::td a nice visit with my 
Mother m London .. If 1 remember rightly, 
their daughter was Mrs; Reg Oliver, another 
fine couple. Reg Oliver ran the Miniota 
Herald .. What a guy! I remember the day 
he met with an accident with his printing 
press and lost his left hand. It happened at 
noon. I was outside the store sweeping the 
sidewalk . . Reg loved to play the organ. 
He played the church organ, but of course 
it all came to an end for a time. However, Reg, 
being the man he was, you couldn't stop him 
doing the things he loved .. I remember 
gOing to Lodge one night (S.O.E .), and on my 
way upstairs - above Dr. Chalmer's drug 
store - I could hear the organ playing!, and 
to my utter amazement it was Reg .. Yes, 
and he was so proud to have overcome a 
handicap . . He had stuck two or three 
wooden meat skewers in the padded stump 
at the wrist, and was able to handle the 
accompaniment for his rigtit hand playing!!! 

As I write this little chapter it brings 
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back fond memories, and also names like 
Mr. and Mrs. Collingwood, Mr. and Mrs. 
Yarwood - Bill was the town barber, -
and Mr. Franklin, the section foreman, a slim 
man who walked so straight and looked so 
proud! If "I am right, it was a Rev. Arm
strong in charge of the Anglican Church .. 
I also recall the Hendersons. Jim was the 
C. P. R. agent . . also the George Bruce 
family. Mrs. Bruce, who used to sell cream 
and deliver it to the homes in town. I don't 
think I've ever had such lovely rich cream 
since! 

I could write pages and pages of happy 
incidents, and names galore of the good 
people of Miniota and surrounding country. 
I can remember Jack Cook and I playing 
for dances in the town hall and other outside 
points. After awhile we made up a bit of an 
orchestra with Fred Bryant on the banjo, 
Jack on the accordian and myself on the 
violin, and I think one of the Cornish girls 
on the piano .. The S. O. E. Lodge meetings 
remind me of a lot of good old friends like 
"ack Collier, Jack Desmond, Joe Horner, 
larry Salter and Sid Rapley, and I could go 
m and on. I'll never forget the John Spalding 
'amily. A very busy man, he was on the go 
It all times besides having the Post Office. 
\. brother, Alex, is living in Brandon now, 
md I've had the pleasure of a few visits in 
he past. 

Mr. and Mrs. Forsyth was a grand couple 
md fine people to work for. I've met Harold 
1 few times in Brandon. Lorna, of course, 
~hanged her name to Mrs. Harold Newton. 
Rev. Newton was in chargeofSt."MarY'sAng .. 
liCanChurch a number of years ago,otwhich 
[ am a member and choir director. 

The hungry thirties were beginning to strike 
in '31, and my job came to an end. I had 
to sell as much of my furniture etc. as 
possible and move back to my wife's home 
at Lander .. Like so many others, we rode 
the 30s as best we could, and in 1940 we 
moved to Brandon, for I had been able to 
secure a position as Male Nurse at the Mental 
Hospital, a position I still hold and enjoy. 

CHARLES GOODWIN, SR. 

Mr. Charles Goodwin, as a young man, 
emigrated from Essex, England, to Canada. 
He married Annie Prentiss, and in 1924, 
when the Bissetts retired, took over the 
Bissett homestead, 18-13-26. 

Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin had five children, 
Hazel, Louise, (who died as an infant) 
Kitty, Charlie and Tillie. Hazel, (Mrs. Miller) 
now "i'eside~ in New York. Kitty (Mrs. Al 
Lovatt) passed away in 1958 at Souris: 
Charlie is farming at Miniota. Tillie (Mrs. 
Len. Draper) resides on the home farm at 
Miniota. 

Mr. Goodwin passed away at Miniota in 
1949, and Mrs. Goodwin eight years later. 
They are buried together, along with their 
infant daughter, in the family plot in Miniota 
cemetery. 

CHARLES MARTIN GOODWIN 

Charles Martin Goodwin, only son of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. M. Goodwin was born in Miniota 
on January 30, 1920. He attended school in 
Miniota and then stayed on the farm with his 
father until he joined the army in 1940. 
He served overseasforfour years and follow
ing his discharge in 1945, worked in Win
nipeg and Kenora for a year. In June 1946 
he married Hilda Hall of Foxwarren. In 
November of the next year he purchased 
N 1/2- 27 -13- 27 (the Len. Kensey farm). 
In November 1949 they moved into a new 
house. In '54 he bought S.W .28-13-27, and in 
'58 built a new barn which burned down in 
'59. Charlie next purchased the Jim Mc
Kenzie farm in the valley (34-13- 27) and 
moved on to it in April, 1960. Archie Gil
christ bought the house on 27 -13- 27 and 
moved it to his farm in the valley. 

Charlie and Hilda have a family of three 
girls and one boy. Lillian Carol was born 
on April 26, 1947. She attended Wynona 
school until Grade VI then completed Grade 
11 at Miniota. She was a member of 4-H 
and C. G. 1. T. and enjoyed all school 
sports. One year she received a silver pin 
as an award for coming second in high jump 
at a Manitoba Track and Field meet. Later, 
she joined the Bank of Montreal staff in 
Winnipeg, and was transferred to Vancouver. 
On July 1, 1966, she married John Lindsay 
of Ottawa, and now lives in that city. 

Our second daughter, Linda Jane, was born 
on November 5, 1949. She attended Wynona 
lehool for a few years before entering 
Miniota School where she was a Grade 
XII student in Miniota Collegiate Institute. 
Here she has taken an active part in all 
school activities. In the fall of 1966 she 
was winner in public speaking of the Bird
tail River School Division. Linda was also 
a member of 4-H and C.G.LT. In 4-H she 
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was awarded a gold watch at a Hamiota 
Rally and won the Shuttleworth Trophy for 
public speaking in the Hamiota Ag. Rep. 
area. On January 21st, 1967 she married 
Keith Wilkes of Saskatoon, where they will 
reside. 

Anna Lucille was born Sept. 2nd, 1953. 
She is in Grade VIII in Miniota Elementary. 
She is also a member of 4-H and C.GJ.T 
and sings in Holy Trinity Choir. 

Charles Martin (Marty) was born August 
7, 1960. He started school in Miniota School 
in 1966. 

Charle s served on Miniota Municipal School 
Board, and is a member of Miniota Branch 
of Canadian Legion. He is interested and 
skilled in carpentry work. 

Hilda is a member of Wynona Ladies' 
Club, Holy Trinity Anglican W. A. and the 
Miniota Women's Institute. 

JAMES· GRAHAM 

Farmed sec. 34-13- 27, at present farmed 
by George Peel. 

GEORGE THOMPSON GRANT 

G. T. Grant was born in Darlingford, 
England on November 25, 1872. He came to 
Rapid City, Man. with his family in 1879. 
The family home was a log house, and later 
was brick veneered. 

In 1890, he took up a homestead on the 
Gilbert Pla:ins, erecting a house and barn. 
He went back to Rapid City later that year 
and did not return, and he farmed at Rapid 
City until 1912. 

Grace McNaughton was born in Walla Walla, 
Washington in 1875. She received her edu
cation in Scotland by private tutor. She held 
a first class diploma in tailoring. Her mother 
was a sister of former President William 
McKenley of the United States. 

She came to Canada to her aunt, Mrs. 
John Hunter of Rapid City in 1904. Mr. and 
Mrs. Grant were married in 1906 and came to 
Miniota in 1912. Mr. Grant ran the livery 
stable from 19l3until his retirement in 1945. 
In 1917 he purchased the draying business 
from Tom Pickard, which he ran until 
1945, when it was taken over by Ivan Sparks. 
He was mail carrier to and from the C.P.R. 

at 6:05 A.M. and 7:05 P.M. daily except 
Sundays from 1913-1934. 

Mrs. Grant's main interests were church 
and social work. She held life memberships 
in both the W. M. S. and W. 1. 

She passed away on August 11, 1957 and 
Mr. Grant on October 12, 1961. They both 
rest in peace in the Rapid City Cemetery. 

WILLIAM JOHN GRANT 
KATHLEEN MARY HEDISON 

Wm: Grant was born at Rapid City, Man. 
second son of Robt. F. Grant and Christina 
McNaughton. His mother passed away in 1912 
and he was raised by his uncle and aunt, 
Mr. and Mrs. G. T. Grant. He came to 
Miniota with them in Dec. 1912 where he has 
resided ever since. 

He received his education at MiniotaSchool. 
lfe worked at Construction work, telephone, 
hydro and building. He worked at Man. Dairy 
and Poultry Co-op for eleven years and at 
the International Harvester Co. He is pres
ently employed with the Manitoba Highways 
Branch. 

He is an ardent trapper and fisher. 

Kathleen Hedison was born in North Kelsey, 
England, second child and eldest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Herman Hedison of 
McAuley. She came to Willen, Man. with 
her family in 1926, and was educated at 
Rose Lea Elementary Scool and Elkhorn High 
School. 

She came to Miniota in Oct. 1947 to work 
as bookkeeper at the Man. Dairy and Poultry 
Co-op. She worked for Mr. L. S. Hodnett 
in the general store, which became Hodnett 
and McKenzie, for seven years, leaving in 
April 1958. 

I Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Grant were married 
in Oct. 1957 and reside in the George Grant 
house on the corner of South Railway Ave. 
,a,nd Highway 83. They have four children
Donald John, born 1958; Joan Elizabeth, 
born 1960; Diane Mary, 1961 and Marion 
Grace, 1962. 
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JAMES GREENFIELD 

by Luella Greenfield 

Jim and I arrived in Miniota in July 1937 
from Balcarres, Sask. Miniota was our first 
home after our marriage on June 26, 1937. 
Jim bought grain for the Federal Grain Co. 
in Miniota unti11939, and while we were there 
we made some very good friends. Jim was 
transferred to Mervin, Sask. in September 
1939, where we lived until 1942. 

In 1942 Jim joined the R.C.A.F. in which 
he spent five years. After his discharge we 
came back to Balcarres and Jim bought a 
hardware store which he still operates, 
called Greenfield Hardware. 

W. T. GREY 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Grey came to 
Manitoba from Ontario in 1888. They lived 
the first five years of their married life 
on a rented farm near the village of Agin
court, which was seventeen miles from 
Toronto. Now it is a part of that city. 

Mrs. Grey's father, Mr. William Bell, 
had come to Manitoba in 1882, and settled 
in the Blaris district. Mrs. Grey, being the 
only one of the family left behind in Ontario, 
decided along with her husband to come to 
Manitoba, settle on a farm of their own 
and be with other relatives. By this time, 
the father, Mr. William Bell, has passed on, 
but they were able to live in the old home 
with his two sons, John and Robert and 
daughter, Jennie, until they built their own 
home on the adjoining quarter. They built 
a two-storey house with lumber brought 
from Birtle, and a sad stable to house the 
yoke of oxen that was to do the farm work. 
Later on, a team of horses was bought from 
Mr. Harvey Simpson, of Virden. Later in 
life, the old home was torn down and a more 
modern home built in 1922, as well as a large 
bank barn. Both house and barn were equipped 
with electricity supplied by a Delco plant. 
The first barn was blown down by a violent 
wind storm in 1916 (the year of the severe 
rust) but was rebuilt in 1918. During the 
year~, more land was. bought. A section in 
all was cultivated by Mr. Grey and his two 
sons, William and Gordon. 

Mr. Grey passed away in 1932 at the age 
of seventy six. He was Superintendent of the 

Blaris Sunday School for many years, and 
had presided at the school that afternoon 
and passed away suddenly that evening. Mrs. 
Grey passed away in September 1935, at 
the age of seventy seven. Her great love 
outside her family was her church. 

In the family there were three girls and 
two boys. The two oldest, Minnie and Will, 
were born in Ontario. Hazel, Violet and 
Gordon were born in Manitoba. Hazel died 
in 1906 from Typhoid feve·r. At the preseI}t 
time, Gordon and his wife, nee Florence 
May Stewart, daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. John G. Stewart of Hamiota, are living 
on the home farm. Will and his wife, nee 
Laura Miller of Blaris, are living in Hamiota. 
Violet (Mrs. Reg. Campbell) is a widow and 
lived in Isabella. She has a family of four 
girls and five boys. Minnie (Mrs. John 
Mitchell) is a widow, has a family of two 
boys and one girl. She lived in Brandon 
for twenty one years and has recently moved 
to Leade r, Saskatchewan. 

Note: In October, 1966, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon Grey sold their farm and moved 
into Hamiota to retire. 

S. A. GRIFFITHS, 

My birthplace was Barr Lake Burton, in 
the County of Pembrokeshire, South Wales, 
on October 19, 1897. I was educated in public 
school in Neyland, South Wales and finished 
school at the age of fourteen. Then, I joined 
the Imperial Army in April, 1916, and served 
three years in Britain during the Great 
World War of 1914-1918. 

In 1919 I was discharged and obtained 
work in a copper foundry as a moulder, 
serving my time as an apprentice. The 
depression became quite bad and many people 
were unemployed. When I was finally un
employed, the Government had put a scheme 
on Immigration to Canada into effect, so I 
submitted my application and was successful 
in leaving England. 1. travelled on the S.S. 
Minnedosa, which left Liverpool late in April. 
I arrived in Harding, Man., on May 8, 1923 
and worked on a farm until the fall of 1925, 
when I moved to the village of Oakner and 
worked on a farm until April 1927. 

In 1927, I started work as a section man 
on the C.N.R. where I worked untilthe spring 
of 1928, then moved to Zenta, Sask., and 
worked there one year. There I joined the 
C. N. Telegraphs Construction in July 1929, 
with Winnipeg as our headquarters. Our 
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district was from White River in the east 
to Edmonton in the west, Churchill in the 
north to Minnesota in the south. This is 
where I started to live and enjoy this lovely 
country of Canada. 

However, the depression still hung on and 
I was laid off work, in the fall of 1937. 
I then worked for Perry Wallace and John 
Wiggins. While working around Arrow River 
district, I had the pleasure of meeting my 
wife, Mary Elizabeth, daughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Watters, of Arrow 
River. I went back working on the Tele
graphs in the spring of 1939 and Mary 
Elizabeth and I were married in Virden 
on January 24, 1940, with Rev. A. Osborne 
officiating. 

I resigned from my job on the railroad 
in 1943, because of health reasons, and 
worked for Mr. V. E. G. Little of Decker 
for five years. In 1948 I moved to Mr. 
Watt1~rs and lived with him and drove the 
school van to Arrow River school. We then 
moved into Arrow River town and lived there 
for a time. 

I accepted work at C.J .A. T.C., Rivers 
Camp on May 3, 1953, as Messman and later 
accepted the position as Cleaning Service
man. My wife and family moved to Rivers 
in 1955. We have two Children, a boy and 
a girl, Margaret (Mrs. Robert Staples) of 
Winnipeg, and Kenneth who works for the 
Brandon Sun in Brandon. 

This is 1965. On July 15 I will be re
tiring from the Civil Service. 

JOHN GROAT 

John Groat and his brother, William were 
employed in Parkissimo cheese factory, J ahn 
being the cheese maker. He boarded with 
W. Evans family while living in the Arrow 
River district. He later moved to Elkhorn, 
opened a hardware store and married a 
Miss Frazer of the district. He died when 
still a young man. 

ALBERT AND PHOEBE GROVES 

In the year 1901, a young fellow by the 
name of Albert Groves came out from Eng
land to Arrow River. He worked on farms 
around, being many years with Mr. Yemens. 
In 1914, he returned overseas with the Ca
nadian Infantry. He was married in London, 
January 9th, 1919, to Miss Phoebe Turner, 

and they came to the Yemens farm in the 
following spring. They worked on afarm near 
Isabella, then lived in Winnipeg, Glenboro, 
Arrow River again, then on the farm of Mr. 
R. L. Dickey at Crandall, finally retiring 
in Crandall in 1954. Mr. Groves died in 
the spring of 1958, in the Deer Lodge Sol
diers' Hospital in Winnipeg, and was buried 
at Crandall. He was 78 years old. 

Mrs. Groves moved to the Senior Citizens' 
Residence in Hamiota, in September 1962. 
She celebrated her 89th birthday on January 
8, 1966. Mrs. Groves is in good health, 
takes a keen interest in what goes on in 
Hamiota, and still can walk out on her own. 

Mr. and Mrs. Groves were both born in 
London, England. They had no children and 
no relatives in this country. 

CECIL GUNN 

by Peggy Gunn 

My family came from England, and settled 
in the Keyes, Man. district, where Iwasborn 
and received my elementary education. !took 
my High School and Teacher Training in 
Winnipeg, and taught at four other places 
before coming to Miniota in 1953. While at 
Miniota we lived in the Spalding house, then 
in a suite at the school until 1956. 

Cecil's people came from Scotland some 
hundred and fifty years ago with the Selkirk 
Settlers to Red River. He was born at Ar
den, Man. He received his education there 
and at Winnipeg. He taught at Rossburn Col
legiate after Miniota, and retired from there 
after a long and successful teaching career. 

We both are retired now and living in 
Victoria, B.C. which, according to those who 
know it, is the .best retirement spot in Cana
da; but we never forget our many good friends 
back on the prairies. 

ALBERT E. GURR 

by son, Bert 

Mr. Gurr was born at Brighton, England, 
on April 5, 1888. In 1897 at the age of nine, 
he came to Canada through Dr. Barnardo 
Home. His brother, Amos Gurr, who was 12 
years of age, came with htu at that time. 
He, Albert, worked for severalfarmers in the 
Decker area until he was married to Bertha 
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Richardson of Crandall on February 18,1909. 
Mr. Gurr had two other brothers, Alfred 
and Edgar, who came to Canada later. 

Mrs. Gurr was born at Enfield, England, 
August 23, 1889. She was the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Sam Richardson, who came to Ca
nada in 1890 and homesteaded north west of 
Crandall, on 22-14- 25. She had five sisters, 
Annie, Nellie, Alice, Emily and Nabel, also 
six brothers, George, Bill, Jim, Bob, Arthur 
and Dave. 

They moved to Spy Hill, Sask., in the fall of 
1909, where they rented a farm. In 1912 
they bought a farm north of Arrow River, 
from Charlie Rolls, moving there at that 
time. Mr. Gurr served on the Arrow River 
church board for several years. In the spring 
of 1924, they rented their farm to Jack Stan
ton and moved to the farm of Sam Richardson, 
north of Crandall. While there, Mr. Gurr 
was a member of the church board and 
president of the Pool Elevator Associationfor 
two years. In the spring of 1932, they rented 
a farm at Lenore, where they farmed for 
13 years. They bought a half .section at Ham
iota from Mrs. Dr. Coombs, and moved there 
in the fall of 1945. After farming there for 
another 13 years, they sold out and moved 
to Brandon in the fall of 1958. They bought 
a home at 219-5th Street, and are both in 
good health. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gurr had a family of five boys 
and two girls: Sam, Bob, Emily, Bert, Mabel, 
Russell and Cecil. 

Sam Gurr, their eldest son, was born at, 
Spy Hill, Sask., April 27, 1911. He began 
school at Arrow River and completed it at 
Crandall. In 1934 Sam married Ethel Hazel
wood, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ed. 
Hazelwood of Crandall. They have twodaugh
ters, Lorraine and Merrilyn, and one son, 
Mervin. They rented a farm at Lenore, in 
1935 and farmed there until 1956. At this 
time, they bought a dairy farm at Brandon, 
where they keep registered Holstiens. Sam 
was well known for showingPercheronhorses 
at the fairs and now he enjoys showing his 
cattle at Brandon and Regina. Lorraine Gurr, 
is married to Mr. John Hersey of Brandon, 
who is an electrician at the Brandon Steam 
Plant. Their two children are Brian and Kar- . 
en. Mervin Gurr is married to Marjorie 
Komarniski of Oakner, He works for the 
Brandon Paint and Glass Company. They have 
two children, Oral and Cindy. Merrilyn Gurr 
is married to Bruce Nehring of Brandon. 
Merrilyn has her R.N. and Bruce his R.P.N. 
They have both attended Central Pentecostal 

Bibie College for one year, where Bruce is 
preparing for the ministry. Glenn Gurr, 
Sam's younger son, is at home on the dairy 
farm. 

Bob Gurr, the second son, was born at 
Arrow River, September 19, 1912. He at
tended school at Arrow River, Crandall and 
Lenore. He married HazleWesterby, ofEmo, 
Ontario. They live at Enderby, B.C., where 
Bob is a school caretaker. Their three dau
ghters are Brenda, Gail and Roberta. 

Emily Gurr, the elder daughter, was born 
at Arrow River, May 18, 1914. She attended 
school at Arrow River, Crandall and Lenore. 
After completing high school, she took nurs
es' training at Kenora, Ontario. She is also 
a graduate in Theology from Central Pente-' 
costal Bible College in Saskatoon. Later, 
she completed her training in Commerce, 
which she has been teaching ever since. 
Emily has taught Commercial Course at 
Central Pentecostal Bible College, Herberts' 
Commercial College in Prince Rupert, B.C., 
Rivers Collegiate at Rivers, Man., and is now 
instructing at the Winnipeg Institute of Tech
nology. 

Bert Gurr, the third son, was born at 
Arrow River, December 12, 1915. He went 
to school at Arrow River, Crandall and Len
ore. After completing high school, he married 
Vera Hazlewood, the second daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Hazlewood, of Crandall, in 
1943. They have farmed at Hamiota. Along 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Gurr 
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with grain farming, they have a herd of 
registered Guernsey cattle and operate a 
dairy. Bert is secretary of the Pentecostal 
Church, superintendent of the. Sunday School 
and teaches the Young People's Class. Their 
three children are Everett, Bernice and Ivan. 

Mabel Gurr, second daughter, was born at 
Arrow River on May 8, 1917. She attended 
school at Arrow River, Crandall and Lenore. 
Mabel has been a clerk at Brandon since 
completing high school. 

Russell Gurr, the fourth son, was born at 
Arrow River,- December 23,1918. He attended 
school at Crandall and Lenore. After comple
ting high school, he married Phyllis Hunter, 
the elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Blaine 
Hunter of Lenore, in 1939. They farmed at 
Lenore for four years, before moving on to 
the Alf Southerland farm at Hamiota, which 
they bought in 1944. Later they sold and 
moved to Brandon. They own and operate a 
section of land in the Assiniboine valley, 
east of the city. Russell is well known over 
the province, with his guitar and singing, 
as an entertainer. He has been on many radio 
and TV programmes. He has two sons, Wayne 
and Barry and two daughters, Patricia and. 
Sherrill. Wayne is married to DonnaGraham 
of Brandon and is scales supervisor at the 
Fairbanks - Morse Company in Winnipeg, 
supervising Manitoba and Western Ontario. 
Sherrill is married to John Arrell of Bran
don. They live at Winnipeg, where John 

ArT\OS Gur.· and family, about 1922. 

works for the government in'the poultry di
vision. Barry and Patricia are at home with 
their parents. 

Cecil Gurr was born at Arrow River, Jan
uary 12, 1923. He started school at Crandall, 
and was attending school at Lenore, when he 
received a head injury from a baseball bat, 
which later resulted in his death in 1934. 

AMOS GURR 

Mr. Amos Gurr was born at Leatherhead, 
England in 1885, coming to Canada in 1896 
as a Dr. Barnardo boy. 

At the age of eleven he arrived at George 
Sunley's farm, south east of the big slough, 
where he worked for five years for one hund
red dollars, and then another three years 
for seventy-five dollars a year. 

His brother Albert worked in a similar 
situation at Decker, on a farm seventeen 
miles away. In order to see each other on 
Sundays, the boys would do their morning 
chores, walk till they met when they would 
eat their lunch, visiting till it was time to 
return to fetch the cows. 

In 1905, Mr. Gurr bought the home quarter, 
N.W. 10-14-26, which he broke mostly with 
three horses and a walking plow. When his 
brother Albert married, in 1909, he rented 
him the farm and worked on railroad con
struction east of Arrow River. 

He showed horses and sheep at the Miniota 
and Hamiota Agricultural Fairs, and at the 
Brandon summer and winter Fair. In 1921 
he won the summer fallow competition, spon
sored by the local Agricultural Society. He 
also had a first prize for Fed Spring Wheat. 

He married Annie Craig on June 17, 1914, 
in Hamiota. She was born in Miniota on May 
24, 1893. He built the house on the home 
place in 1919. They raised seven sons and 
one daughter - two having died in infancy.
In the fall of 1951, they moved to a new 
home on the Boyce farm, where he passed 
away on February 27, 1952. 

Sons Amos, Lewis, Don and Norm~n farm 
at Miniota, and Lorn farms at Manson. Jim 
lives in Chilliwack. B.C., and Alvin at Bran
don. Sadie (Mrs. J. Walker) lives in Neepa
wa. 

Annie Gurr was a fine mother and home
maker. Her home was the scene of many 
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a quilting bee, both for home and for the 
Red Cross. She was busy with her quilting 
right up to the time of her death. She pass
ed away on September 8, 1964. 

GORDON HADDEN 
by Mrs. T. G. Long 

My father, Gordon Hadden, came from 
County Armagh Ireland and my mother 
Mary Ingram, from Emley county in O.ntario. 
They came from Ontario to Brandon III 1891 
to try to better themselves in a new country. 
They had three children at th~t time. -
James, Victor and Elva. James dled dunng 
the time they lived in Brandon. 

In 1893 they moved to Birtle, lived in town 
for a couple of years, then moved to a farm 
north of Birtle, where they lived until 1896. 
In 1898 they moved onto a farm in the Isa
bella district and while living there my sis
ter Evelyn was born. In 1906 they bought a 
farm in .the Gnaton district about nine miles 
southeast of Birtle. While there Dad was ac
tive on the Council and Mother was active 
in the women's groups in the Church and in 
the Women's Institute. They retired to Miniota 
in 1929 where they celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in 1939. 

Father died at Miniota in 1941 at the age of 
eighty-two. Later Mother went to Kamloops 
to Uve with my sister Evelyn. She remained 
there until her death in 1956 at the age of 
eighty-six. Both my parents were buried 
at Miniota from the United Church in Miniota 
of which they were members. 

Victor Hadden died at Birtle in July 1949. 
He is survived by a son Stanley at Birtle 
and a daughter Shirley, who is now Mrs. D. 
Pringle, living at Camp Borden, Ontario. 

My sister Evelyn, now Mrs. Hilton Gre
gory, resides in Prince George, B.C. They 
have a family of five: Reverend Hadden 
Gregory a United Church minister at Ab
botsford: B.C.; Arnold L. Gregory of Birch 
Island, B.C.; Doreen (Mrs. Harding) of Co
quitlam, B.C.; Audrey (Mrs. Hugh Turner) 
Prince George, B.C. and Joyce (Mrs. W. A. 
Bohnert) North Surrey, B.C. 

50th Anniversary, 1939 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Haddon and daughter, Mrs. 
T. Long. 

P. HAINES 

by Mrs. Haines 

In 1924 as a young married couple Philip 
and I settled down 14 miles west of Melville, 
Sask. Here we raised our four sons and one 
daughter. In 1944 our two eldest sons, Wilfred 
and Clifford went out into the world to make 
a life of their own. In 1947 we moved with 
our family of three, Wilson, Donald and 
Iris to the Two Creeks District in Manito
ba. In 1949 we moved to the west Two Creeks 
School District where another son, Kenneth 
was born. In September 1949 we took over 
the Miniota Hotel and Cafe but moved back 
to the farm in 1951. In 1958 Philip passed 
away. Iris is employed in the Municipal 
office in Souris, Man. Wilson married Judith 
Francis of Elkhorn and they have one son. I 
still reside on the farm with Donald and 
Kenneth. Kenneth attends the Miniota Colle
giate. 
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GEORGE HALL 

During the drought years of the '30's, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Hall and five of their 
family moved to the Arrow River district 
from Melita, Manitoba. Two sons, Hiram and 
Bill (who later married Birdie Elliott), 
farmed the Weston Sweet farm, living with 
their parents, where Angus McKinnon now 
lives. Two daughters, Pearl and Verna, at
tended Arrow River school. Pearl married 
Dick Watters of Lenore, Manitoba. Verna 
married Lawrence Reynolds of Miniota. A 
third son, Harold, married Helen Quinton 
of Decker and resides in Crandall. 

Hiram and Bill moved to Decker and open
ed a butcher shop. Hiram then moved to 
the United States and, during the Second World 
War, served in Hong Kong as a member of 
the Medical Corps. He married in 1946 
and -presently resides in Grey's Lake, Illin
ois. 

The Halls were in the district about two 
years. Mrs. Hall now resides in Winnipeg. 
Mr. Hall passed away in March, 1966. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Hanlin. 

SAMUEL HAM 

Mr. Ham farmed the land now known as the 
Bob Rowan farm north of town, in the 1890's. 

WILLIAM HANDLEY 

William Handley, along with his wife and 
family of ten, came to GaU, Ontario from 
England in 1885. They lived in Galt for six 
years and then moved west to a farm in the 
Arrow River district in 1891. They were 
accompanied by Mrs. Handley's mother, Mrs. 
Richard Clay who is buried in the Arrow 
River cemetery. They lived in this district 
for three years, then moved to a farm three 
and one-half miles northeast of Two Creeks 
on Section 5-13-26. In 1906 they sold the 
farm to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Reeves. Mrs. 
Reeves was the former Lily Handley. Mr. 
and Mrs. Handley retired to Virden, where 
they lived until the time of their deaths. 

ALEX,ANDER MUNRO HANLIN 

by Mrs. A. M Hanlin 

Alexander (Sandy) Munro Hanlin was born 
in Fergus, Ontario, December 15, 1872, the 
son of Hugh and Elizabeth Hanlin. Sandy's 
father, an engineer, came from Hamilton, 
Scotland. His mother came from Fergus, 
where the homestead or ancestral farm was 
named "Meadow Bank". Sandy received his 
education at Fergus. His interest in farming 
arose from summers spent on his grand
mother's farm, Meadow Bank, which was the 
great love of his family's life. 

As a young man Sandy was a brakeman on 
the C.P.R., and felt the urge to travel. He 
took a harvest excursion to Regina, and 
worked at Lumsden for a year, then at 
Moose "Jaw as a brakeman. After two years he 
travelled by horseback back east to Virden. 
He then worked for Mr. McRitchie, and while 
here he became acquainted with Albert Lelond 
in the Two Creeks district. This became a 
lifelong friendship. He spent the next three 
years in British Columbia, then went down the 
Columbia to Spokane, WaShington, then back 
through the Dakotas to Virden again. He 
made one more trip west and worked in Van
couver and Langley Prairie. While in Vancou
uer he met three old school buddies from Fer
gus. They thought they would like to see San 
Francisco. This was before the great fire 
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ahd earthquake, and they all spent a month 
there before going back to Vancouver. 

Sandy again made his way back to Virden, 
and eventually he came to Miniota to v~sit 
Ab. Lelond who by this tirrie had· married· 
and settled on a farm. At this time he met 
and worked for Jim Elliott of Arrow River. 
In the spring of 1903 Sandy went to Winnipeg 
and was given work on a steel rail gang which 
was straightening the C.P.R. Harvest time 
found him back at Miniota, where he worked 
with carpenters Devitt and Cowan, also with 
carpenters Davis and Son. In the fall of 1905 
he was employed as a carpenter for the Man
itoba Hardware and Lumber Co., which was 
managed by Mr. Chapell. 

In 1907 Sandy married Olive Boyce, daugh
ter of James Boyce, a well known pioneer 
of Miniota. Olive was the first graduate of 
Sarahville School, and the first teacher of 
the Glenlochar School. 

Sandy filed on a homestead in 1908 atWild
wood, Alberta, but it was later sold. In the 
fall of 1912 he and his family came back to 
Miniota, where he bought land from David 
Rowan. This was the farm on which had 
stood the oldSarahville School. There were no 
buildings on it except a rather meagre stable 
which would hold a four-horse team. In the 
spring of 1913 Sandy built a small house .and 
moved on to the farm onwhicb they have hved 
ever since, raisingafamllyof seven children: 

Jean, Mrs. Harry Randall of Detroit, has 
three children: Jimmy, Joan and Lynne; 
Hugh of Hamiota has five children: Ann,' 
Gerry, Wendy, Ronnie and Heather; Margaret, 
Mrs. George Rankin; Harvey of Brandon has 
two children: George and Garry; Mavis, Mrs. 
Van Buskirk of Crandall has four children: 
Lynne, Sandra, Dianne and Jayne; Jack of 
Lee Bank Hereford Farm has four children: 
Kathie, David, Janet and Rita; Evelyn, Mrs. 
John Reid of Edmonton has five children: 
Jack, Bob, Arthur, Margaret and I)onovan. 

There are eight great-grandchildren. 

Sandy underwent surgery in Winnipeg in 
1963, at the age of ninety-one. After several 
years of poor health he passed away at his 
home' on February 12, 1966 at ninety-three. 
He had a remarkable memory, and not long 
before his death could still recite an old 
childhood poem: 

THE DEATH OF THE FLOWERS 

The melancholy days are come, 

The saddest of the year, 
Of wailing winds and naked woods 

Amid meadows brown and sear. 
Heaped in the hollows of the grave, 

The withered leaves lie dead; 
They rustle to the eddying gust 

And to the rabbit's tread. 
The robin and the wren are flown, 

And from the shrubs the jay, 
And from the wood- top calls the crow 

Through all the gloomy day. 

JOHNM. HANLIN 

John (Jack) Hanlin, born May 24, 1920 at 
Miniota to Alexander M. Hanlin and Olive 
(Boyce) Hanlin, the sixth of seven children 
of which there are three boys and four girls. 
Jack received and completed his edUcation 
at Miniota in 1939. Then jobs were a little 
scarce and already having two older brothers 
on the home farm, decided along with Lloyd 
Horner of Miniota to go to Fort Frances and 
work in the bush camp that winter. He return
ed to Wlnnipe~and joined. the Armed For~es 
in which he spent five years. In 1940 Jack 
went overseas with the Canadian Army. While 
in England he transferred to the RCAF in 
1942. On April 22nd, 1943JackmarriedPearl 
(Feron) Hanlin in Glasgow, Scotland. In July 
1943 he returned to Canada for further train
ing and Pearl came to Canada in October of 
the same year. After travelling around Canada 
in his training, Jack was again sent overseas 
as a Flight Engineer in June, 1944. Shortly 
afterwards his plane was shot down over 
Hamburg, Germany, and he was taken prison
er of war, and then in 1945 Jack returned to 
Canada and received his discharge. 

In the fall of 1945 Pearl and Jack hired out 
as a couple during harvest and in 1946 pur
chased the S 1(217-14-26, NW 1/48-14-26. 
They stayed there until they built their present 
home in 1949 on the Alex Hanlin farm, from 
there Jack now works both farms. Jack also 
purchased the Geo. Mellor 1/4 20-13-26 in 
1949 and the 10 acres and barns at the Miniota 
Creamery which he uses as a bull feeding 
station. 

In 1956 Jack sold all his commercial cattle, 
and went into partnership with hiS brother· 
in-law, Dr. George Rankin of Regina, Sask., 
formerly from Oakner, Man. Together they 
purchased their foundation herd from W. Ed
gar Innisfail, Alberta. They imported both 
bulis and females from England, all going 
under the name of "Lee Bank Herefords". 
The Don Jamiesons' (McAuley) herd was 
started from LeeBank females. Kenneth 
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Clark,e (Isabella) and Wilfred Lelond, Arrow 
River, purchased their noted herd sires from 
Lee Bank as well. They are guest contributors 
in LeeBank's annual production sale, of which 
to aate there have- been four, alsobefng in 
the top ten sales in Canada. Jack has shown 
cattle at various fairs, also in Toronto at the 
Hereford Centennial in 1961. 

Jack has been a Miniota Co- op airector and 
President of the Virden purebred Cattle Sale. 
He also has been a 4-H Calf Club Leader for 
the past ten years. He is a member of both 
Canadian Legion and Miniota Masonic Lodge 
and has held office as Miniota Municipal 
Councillor for Ward 6 for the past 5 years. 
Pearl and Jack have four children: Catherine 
Elaine born July 10, 1946, David Alexander 
born August 8, 1948, Janet Louise born July 
12, 1953 and Rita Jean born February 8, 1955. 

J. D. HARROWER 

I was Manager of the Royal Bank in Miniota 
for over six years; August 1921 to Septem
ber 1927, and I must say it was a happy 
experience. 

During my stay in Miniota I took an active 
interest in the church choir, the Masonic 
Lodge (of which I am still a member, also 
the baseball, tennis and curling clubs. 

ROBERT HAWES 

Robert Hawes was born in Halton County 
in Ontario close to the town of Eden Mills. 
He was one of a famIly of ten and came out 
west befQre the turn of the Century. 

After working at various jobs, he purchased 
the southeast quarter section of 15-15-26 
and after farmIng for a short period, he de
cided to sell the land to Mrs. Chas. Crockart. 

From the farm, he went to McAuley where 
he operated a .store. Finding this not to his 
liking, he came to Miniota and bought the 
livery stable, whiCh at that time was located 
where Thos. Andrushuk' s buildings now stand. 
His partner in the livery business. was Mr. 
McKenzie in 1908 and Mr. T.Stewartin1909. 

After disposing of the livery stable, Mr. 
Hawes moved to Brandon where he drove a 
bus for the Mental Hospital until his retire
mf~nt. 

Mr. Hawes married late in life and had no 
family. He died in the 1940' s and is buried 
in Brandon. 

THOMAS PERCIVAL HEMMING 

by Mrs. A. C. Hill 

Thomas Percival Hemming, tenth child of 
Alfred and Sarah Letitia Hemming, was born 
at Worcester, England, December 4, 1872, 
and was baptized in St. Martins Church. His 
father was a building contractor. After the 
death of his parents, Mr. Hemming came to 
Canada at the age of fifteen. One of his 
early jobs in Canada was helping to build the 
C.P.R. in Manitoba. He then worked as afarm 
hand for Mr. Henry Wilson, of Blaris, before 
becoming the grain buyer for the western 
Canada elevator at Arrow River, which job 
he held until 1920. He returned to England 
twice - the first time for Queen Victoria's 
Golden JUbilee in 1887, and the second time 
for her Diamond Jubilee in 1897. 

On April 7, 1909, Mr. Hemming was mar
ried to Ann Murray Mitchell, the younger 
daughter of Mr. James Mitchell and Janet 
Waugh, and they lived in a stone cottage 
between the Arrow River cemetery and Wil
liam Lelond's until fire destroyed the house, 
when they went to live with Mrs. Hemming's 
parents. The night before the fire, Mrs. 
Hemming was setting bread and hung her 
diamond ring on a nail above the table, while 
she mixed the bread. In the excitement about 
the fire the next morning, she forgot about 
her ring and it was burned. 

Ann Murray Hemming, younger daughter of 
Mr. James and Mrs. Janet (Waugh) Mitchell, 
was born at Guelph, Ontario on October 5, 
1878, and came to Valley View Farm, a 
beautiful place at the top of the Assiniboine 
Valley. soulJ1east quarter of l2-13-26. soutll. 
of Arrow River, in 1882. She received her
education at the old Arrow School. They lived 
in a log house and it must have been terribly 
cold because she talked about putting mitts on 
to handle the dishes while setting the table for 
breakfast. In 1895, a large stone house was 
built and is still standing but has not been 
lived in for many years. 

Mr. Hemming was a fine singer, and was 
always in demand to sing at concerts, social 
events, church and house parties. OIle of the 
favorites was the "Veteran Song" and a 
favorite hymn was "Moment by Moment." 

A son, Murray Mitchell Hemming, was 
born May 22, 1913, and he started hiseduca
tion at Brighton School. 
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The winter of 1918-19, Mrs. Hemming and 
Murray went to California to visit her sister 
May, her sister's husband Rev. Sydney Thom
as, and their two daughters, Gwennie and 
Jennie, who had moved to California a while 
before to make their home. On February 12, 
1919, a son, Raymond, was born to Mrs. 
Hemming. She and the two boys returned 
home in the spring. Her father had passed 
away' in April 1914 and her mother in April 
1920. 

In September of 1920 the Hemming family 
left Arrow River and moved to San Mateo, 
California, to live. Mr. Hemming was em
ployed by the Shell Oil Company until 1925. 
Then with Pattison Garage Company until 
his retirement in 1945. 

Mr. Hemming was a life member of Miniota 
Masonic Lodge A.F. & A.M., and a life mem
ber of Laurel Chapter Eastern Star in San 
Mateo, California. Mrs. Hemming was a 
member of Laurel Chapter Eastern Star and 
a member of the Congregational Church at 
San Mateo, California. 

Mr. Hemming passed away December 3, 
1959, at the age of 88 years less one day. 
Mrs. Hemming passed away a month later, 
on January 5, 1960, at the age of 81 years. 

Murray Hemming was a salesman for 
heavy construction steel, as well as for 
heavy pipe fittings, valves, etc. for anumher 
of years, and is now selling real estate. He 
was married on October 19, 1940, to Barbara 
Jane Thomas, daughter of Harry Alexander 
Thomas and Eva Viola Johnson and they 
have two daughters, Candace Leigh (Candy), 
born December 1942, and Sheryl Ann (Sherry), 
born May, 1945. Candy was married to John 
Laurence Weatherby in 1963 and they have 
one Child, John Bradley. 

Raymond Hemming was a chartered ac
countant and was married at Honolulu, Ha
waii, in January. 1960, to Barbara Ann 
B age man, daughter of FrederickJames Bage
man and Nellie Gillman Brown. 

J. J. HENDERSON 

Mr. J. J. Henderson was born at The 
Ridge, near Bancroft, On~ario, and forty miles 
north of Belleville on Lake Ontario, in 1882. 
His grandparents were pioneers, who came 
to Canada in 1857 aboard, a clipper sailing 
ship from Melrose, Roxboroughshire, Scot
land. They established the first schools and 
churches in the clearings which they hewed 

from the great Ontario forests. The hom<lS of 
these first settlers set high moral and reli
gious standards which they hoped to maintain 
in this great Canada of ours. By these stan
dards Mr. Henderson guided himself through
out his life. 

Even at the age of four, Jim Henderson 
had had a glimpse of his goal. He sai~ he 
"was going to be a minister and preach Just 
like Mr. Laing," a minister in the church of 
his childhood. There is a touch of humour 
that usually accompanies a four-year-old's 
aspirations to identify himself with the adult 
world. This tickled the poetic fancy of his 
eldest brother, who rhymed: 

"His weight is thirty-eight pounds andahalf, 
And the very thought of it makes him laugh, 
For he thinks since he's plump, chubby and fat 
He'll soon be wearing the minister's hat." 

Mr. Wishart, the m7.nister who had per
formp.d the marriage ceremony of Jim Hen
derson's father and mother, was visiting in 
their homll at the time. In his rich .Scot's 

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Henderson. 
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voice he commented on the fun of his friend's 
lively boys. "Well," he said after hearing 
the big brother's verse, "coming events 
cast their shadow before them." 

And most surely, his prediction came to 
pass. Jim never "wore the minister's hat" 
but the crimson ribbon of a Lay Reader w~s 
to encircle his neck; the bronze badge of 
authority from the Bishop of Brandon Man
itoba, was to permit him to cond~ct an 
Anglican service in the Diocese of Brandon. 

The untimely death of his father at fifty 
years of age, decreed that his seventeen
year-old lad, Jim, could never hope to study 
for the ministry. The pathway to his childish 
ambition to "wear the minister's hat" took a 
long and circuitous route neverthele~s. 

Mr. Henderson was assistant C.P.R. Agent 
at Hamiota, and at Miniota about 1904 when 
Mr. Clinton was agent. ' 

On December 27th, 1906, Jim Henderson 
and Mina O'Hara were marred at Eldorado 
Ontario. Four daughters were born to them~ 
Marion, who is teaching at Fort William; 
Irene (Mrs. Vern Andrew), who several years 
after her husband's death, moved to Calgary 
where she is nursing; Jean (Mrs. Roy Le
long), who passed away in 1961; Gladys (Mrs. 
W. T. Carefoot), who lives on a farm near 
Virden. 

It was his experience in Miniota as a young 
unmarried man. that made Mr. Henderso~ 
decide to return to Miniota in 1913 and to 
oocome an agent himself. Mr. and Mrs. Hen-" 
derson spent twenty-six years in Miniota 
during which time their daughters received 
their education in the local schools. 

For a year after Church Union in 1925 Jim 
Henderson sought a creed to match th~t of 
his old Scottish Presbyterian ancestors. He 
found the answer for himself in discussion 
and reading provided by a Masonic friend of 
long-standing, Wilfred Thomas, Bishop of 
Brando.n. As he thought earnestly and read 
searchmgly, at last, to his satisfaction he felt 
that the Westminster Confession of Faith to 
which his ancestors adhered and the 
Apostle's Creed could be suit~ble mates 
with essential pOints in common. In 1927 h~ 
was confirmed in the Church of"England by 
Bishop Thoma.s. ' 

Before four years had passed, drought, and 
all the accompanying economic slump that 
ensued, wrought its havoc. The west suffer
ed - little parishes all across the prairies 

struggled unsuccessfully to give their Rec
tors even a bate pittance on which to live. 
This situation was acute at Miniota. The 
Vestrymen met and reluctantly stated their 
inability to carryon financially, but felt that 
the challenge to carryon their services of 
Christian worship rested entirely with each 
member of the congregation itself. One of 
their number must, of necessity, fill the 
breaCh, and fill it willingly, without thought 
of gain. At first it seem!~d impossible to find a 

.parishioner capable or willing to take Even
$ong. T~en they thought of Jim Henderson; 
and Chns Elleringtoh, the clerk of the Ves
try, was asked to write to the Bishop with the 
suggestion, and their appeal to appoint a 
Lay Reader. 

In a letter to his daughter, Marion, Mr. 
Henderson wrote. The Bishop called me long 
distance; he wanted me to fill a gap. He said 
"You will help me out, won't you, Brothe; 
Henderson?" The second day after the call, 
Jim Henderson was preparing to "wear the 
minister's hat", as his brother had put it 
almost forty-five years before. 

He continued in his letter, "I never tried 
anything that tested my nerves so much. Jean 
was homp. and at the organ. She simply did 
a wonderful job. One couldn't fall down, and 
although I was wet through, we got through 
without a hitch. I took my subject - I don't 
like calling it a text yet -

"They that worship the Father must wor
ship Him in spirit and in truth, fur the Father 
seeketh such to worship Him." (St. John). 

From the timE- that he came to Mlniota in 
1913, until he moved to Shoal Lake in 1939 
Mr. Henderson taught a Young People's and 
Adult Bible Class, first in the Methodist Sun
day School, the Presbyterian S.S. and finally 
at Holy Trinity Anglican. 

He was a Scout leader for foarteen years 
trained a boY's baseball team for Miniot~ 
High School under the Principalship of Miss 
Anna B. Murphy, and usually curled each 
winter with a rink of High School boys from his 
troop. For many years he was a trustee on 
the Board of Education, and at one tim l? fit?t 
the disapproval of its members when he in
sisted that Glenlochar School be kept open to 
accommodate the children in that area. He 
was always interested in matters concerning 
young people and their education. 

Mr. Henderson's interest in Masonic Lodge 
work was well known all over the province. 
In 1941 he was ma::le Grand Master of the 
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Grand Lodge of the Province of M,mitoba, arid 
as such a photograph in his regalia hangs in 
the Lodge room of the Masons in M.·.niota. It 
was placed there in 1955by Mr. R. E. Emmett, 
then Gran·j Milster. 

Mr. Henderson left Miniota in 1939, gOing 
to Shoal Lake, where he was Statio:l Agent 
until he retired in April, 19·t7. At this tim:,· 
M,-'. and Mrs. Henderson bought a homt' in St. 
James, where they lived until Mr. Henderson 
pass·ed away in Grace Hospital, Winnipeg, in 
1949. He is buried in Virden cemdery. Sur
viving is his wife, Mrs. J. J. Henderson,who 
now resides in Virden. 

So ended the life of a man who loved his 
fellowman; a perso:l who liked nothing better 
than being of service in his work as C.P.R. 
Agent at Miniota termjnal; of service and 
inspiration to the youth of the community; of 
service to his church and schoJl, and to the 
men, wom8n and children whom he md every 
day. A friend SUmlTI!ld thj,;:; up the day of the 
funeral when he spoke to the family, saying, 
"Mr. Hendersa:l - we mnet only one manlike 
him in a lifetim~'." 

D. J. HILL 

On September 27, 1871, David James Hill 
and Maria Jane Sunley were married atEro
mosa, Wellington County, Ontario. For sev
eral years after his marriage, Mr. Hill work
ed as a teamster for a paper mill at George
town, Ontario. 

In 1882, Mr. Hill, in company with Mr. 
Howard, walked from Brandon and located a 
homestead on thenorthwest quarter of section 
14-14-26, where he built their first home. 
Mrs. Hill and the family came the following 
spring to Virden and had a narrow escape 
crossing the Assiniboine Fiver, as the ice 
was starting to break up. 

They made their home here for eleven 
years when they moved to the southeast 
quarter of 22-i4-26, where they built a log 
house. They lived there until January 1906, 
when they moved into the present house, which 
was built in 1905. They built the stone founda
tion for a barn the same year. Stalls and the 
barn floor were built in 1906 and it was used 
as a stable until 1911, when the barn was built. 

Mr. Hill was member of the first board of 
trustees for Blaris Schaol, which was built in 
1884 and opened in 1885. In 18~9, with Mr. 
John Clark as councillor, Mr. Hill operated 
the municipal grader and graded the road be-

tween sections 1 and 2-14- 25, and also built 
the two miles north of Blaris School. He also 
operated the first well-drilling outfit in the 
district. He was councillor for Ward Three 
for three terms. Mr. Hill was the first settler 
in the district to own and operate a binder, 
doing custom work as well as his own, using 
one horse and two oxen. He also had a roller 
mill, which he ran by horse power to grind 
grain for himself and his neighbors. 

Mrs. Hill as well took a large part in church 
and community affairs, being very interested 
in Sunday School and in the Methodist Wo
men's Missionary Society. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Hill came to this dis
trict, they had five children: Florence Mel
vina, who later married Robert Bell; Aida 
Priscilla who married George Webster; Ber
tha Mable who married William Reid; Maud 
Alice who married Ross Bell; and William 
Herman who married Alice Long. These five 
children were among the first pupils to attend 
Blaris School. 

After settling in the district, more children 
were born to the family: Walter Warren (first 
child born in the Blaris district), later mar
ried Gertrude Pocock; Alfred Roy who mar
ried Alice Condy; Charles ArChibald who 
married Jessie Merle Mitchell; Alma May 
married Christopher Brown; and Jane Marie 
(Jean) who married Robert Glendenning. Two 
more sons and a daughter Gertrude died in 
infancy. 

In 1898, Mr. and Mrs. Hill and their two 
youngest daughters, Alma and Jean, paid a 
visit to their old home in Ontario, returning 
in the spring. 

Their second daughter and her husband, 
George Webster, died when their family of 
three daughters and one son were quite young. 
From that time, they lived with their grand
parents until they received their public school 
education and were able to go on themselves. 

Archie took over the farm in 1921, and be
tween Christmas and New Year's of 1922, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hill retired from the farm and 
moved into Hamiota, where they lived until 
Mr. Hill passed away February 1st, 1931, 
and Mrs. Hill March 1, 1936. 
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ARCHIBALD CHARLES HILL 

by Mrs. A. C. Hill 

Archibald Charles Hill, youngest son of 
Mr. D. J. Hill and Maria (Sunley) Hill, was 
born at the homestead, N.W. quarter of 
14-14-26, in the Blaris district onSel?tember 
25, 1889. He started to school at Shamrock 
where his sister, Bertha, was teaching, then 
continued his education at Blaris and Omar 
schools. In 1894, Mr. D. J. Hill and his family 
moved to a log house on the pre-emptionS.E. 
22-14- 26. An opening was cut through a 
narrow hill to form the sides of a bank stable, 
which had a roof of poles and straw. In 1905 
a large stone house was built near the south 
road allowance and the stone foundation for a 
barn was built east of the house. On Mr. D. J. 
Hill's fifty-fifth birthday, January 18, 1906, 
the family moved into the new house. Archie 
went to school from the log house and re
turned to the new house after school. 

On July 19, 1906, the younger members of 
the family went to Miniota Sports. Only Mr. 
and Mrs. Hill and Herman, the oldest son, 
were at home. A severe electrical storm 
forced the young people to stay in town for 
the night. In the morning, when Her man look
ed out the window, he discovered the stable 
almost consumed by fire . Lightning had struck 
it and killed one horse. Another horse perish
ed in the fire, one got out, but had her side 
badly scorched. She recovered. The fourth 
horse escaped unharmed. Seven calves and 
the hens, which were housed in a lean-to at 
the back of the stable, also escaped unharm
ed. Mter the stable burned, the old log house 
was fixed up for a horse stable and used for 
some years. That fall, stalls and mangers 
were built in the stone foundation and a cover 
of boards put on for a roof. When the ma
chine came to do the threshing, straw was 
blown on the roof of the stable, which was 
used to shelter the cattle, pigs and hens. 

In 1911, the barn was built and was 70 feet 
long and 42 feetwide.InI915,acyclone caus
ed the north wall of the loft to blow in and the 
south wall to blowout. The following year, 
the loft was rebuilt and the barn was used 
until 1958, when the stonework gave way. 
The barn was torn down and a new frame barn 
built south of the old one. 

Archie took over the farm from his father 
in 1921. Between Christmas and New Year's 
of 1922. Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Hill retired 

from the farm and moved into Hamiota, Man
itoba. Mr. Hill passed away February 1, 
1931, and Mrs. Hill passed away March 1, 
1936. 

In the spring of 1923, Archie rented the 
farm to Mr. Alex McKenzie for two years. 
Archie worked for Dave Bell that summer. In 
the fall he went to DetrOit, Michigan, and 
worked in a stove factory. He returned in the 
spring and worked for Ellery Sunley that 
summer. 

On January 1, 1925, Archie was married 
to Merle Mitchell, eldest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. Mitchell of Arrow River. Three 
children were born to them: Charles Mitchell, 
Anna Marie and Harvey James. 

Charles Mitchell Hill was born September 
2, 1926 and received his education at Blaris 
and Beulah SChools. When he went to Beulah 
he walked to Mr. Victor Kelly's in the morn
ing, then went in a van to Beulah. At night, he 
came back to Mr. Kelly's by van, then walked 
home. He had some very cold walks in the 
winter. In 1943, he enlisted in the army at 
Winnipeg and took a course in electricity. He 
trained at Winnipeg, Saskatoon and Hamilton, 
Ontario. When the war ended, he came home 
in 1945 for awhile, then went to Winnipeg 
where he took a television and radio course, 
then worked at his trade in Winnipeg. He is 
fond of bowling and takes an active part in 
the league games during the winter. He is 
presently employed at Sparling Sales Limited. 

Anna Marie Hill was born March 9, 1930, 
and received her education at Blaris, Arrow 
River, Miniota and Hamiota Schools. She took 
an active part on the ball teams at each 
school. She taught school at Marney for a year 
before taking her Normal at Winnipeg, then 
taught at Beulah and Kenville. She was mar
ried to George Jamieson, a grain buyer, at 
Kenville on April 18, 1952. They also lived 
at Bellsite before moving to their present 
location at Melharry, a country elevator west 
of Grandview. They have four children: Car
olyn, who is attending school in Grandview; 
Noreen and Mervyn, who attend a country 
school; and Gwen at home. Anna is very ac
tive in the V.C.W., W .r., and communitywork, 
besides teaching Sunday School. She is some
times called on to teach school when the 
regular teacher is absent. 

Harvey James Hill was born February 5, 
1932, and received his education at Blaris 
and Miniota Schools. When he finished school, 
he stayed on the farm with his parents. 
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Harvey and his sister, Anna, were very active 
in the calf club and showed calves at the Club 
Fairs· for a number of years. Harvey took 
over the farm when his parents retired and 
moved to Miniota in December 1963. Harvey 
was married to Myrtle Frazer, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Frazer of 
Hamiota, on April 18, 1964. They have one 
daughter, Linda Jean and one son, Stanley 
James. Four generations of Hills have lived 
in the stone house. 

Church Union came in June 1925. Archie and 
I attended and supported Blaris Church until 
1952, then transferred toArrow River, where 
I was Secretary-Treasurer for eleven years. 
Archie was on the Board of Stewards at Arrow 
River for six years. He was elected to the 
Session in 1959, and continued until the An
nual meeting in 1964 at which time we had 
retired to Miniota. We now attend and sup
port the United Church here. I was an active 
member of the W.M.S. before my marriage 
and after, until the U.C.W. was formed in 
1962, when I became an active member of it, 
and continued until we moved to Miniota where 
I am still an active member. 

Archie was one of the first directors of the 

Consumers Co-Operative which was organiz
ed in 1929 and continued as a director until 
1945" 'when the hardware in Miniota, pur
chased by the Consumers Co-Operative, was 
renovated, and a grocery, dry goods and hard
ware installed. Archie, one of the two living 
members of the original Board of Directors, 
cut the ribbon and officially declared the store 
open for business, on May 14, 1964. 

THE HILL-SUNLEY CLAN 

In 1882 Mr. Dave Hill came from Ontario 
to Blaris, Manitoba and took up a homestead. 
The following spring, his wife, Maria Sun
ley, arrived with fiv8 children, Florence, Ada, 
Bertha, Maud, and Herman. Later five more 
children were born, Walter, Fred, Archie, 
Alma and Jean. 

In 1889, Mrs. Hill's brother, Mr. John Sun
ley, came west to Blaris, and in 1891 his 
wife, Elizabeth Lorimer, and two children, 
Ethel and Norma, arrived. Three more chil
dren were born to them: Myrtle, Elle'ry and 
Ernie. 

In the course of time the children of both 

Hill - Sunley Cian 
Front Row, left to right: Ar'chie Hill, George Torrance, Ellery Sunley, Bert 
Decker, Herman Hill, Chris Brown, Ernie Sunley, 
Back ROW, left to right: Jessie Sunley, Norma Torrance, Bertha Reid, Merle 
Hill. Mrs. John Sunley, Allie Sunley, Agnes Hill, Bert Scoffield, Ethel Scof
field, Myrtle Decker, Alma Brown. 
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families married and raised families of their 
own, and now the descendents are to be 
found in every province from Ontario to Bri
tish Columbia, and from California, U.S.A. 
to Alaska. 

On June 11, 1946, members of five Hill 
families, Mrs. Bertha Reid, Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Brown 
(Alma), Mr. and Mrs. Archie Hill, Dave 
Bell and Will Bell (who represented their 
mother, Mrs. Rob. Bell, Florence, and three 
Sunley families, Mr. and Mrs. George Tor
rance (Norma), Ellery Sunley and Ernie 
Sunley, met at Archie Hills on the 
former Dave Hill farm, to plan for the first 
reunion which was held at Archie Hill's on 
July 10, 1946 with an attendance of 68 
members and two visitors. Ball games and 
races were held, then tables were set in the 
shade of the trees, and a bountiful supper 
enjoyed. 

In July, 1947 the reunion was held at Ernie 
Sunley's, with 93 members and a brother of 
Mr. Dave Hills, Mr. ehas. Hil~ of Stratford, 
Ontario present. A highlight of this particular 
gathering was a dance on the lawn during the 
evening with music provided by Mr. E. Car
negie and his son Jim, with their bagpipes. 
Altogether there have been 21 reunions, and 
with the exception of two held at Miniota 
Sports grounds, the rest have been held at 
Shoal Lake Narrows, with attendances vary
ing from 50 to 114 members. There is a roll 
call of around 400. In 1966 Mrs. Pearl Root, 
youngest daughter of Mrs. Dave.,Hill'~ bro
ther; George Sunley (who had come west and 
farmed south of the DaVe Hill homestead, and 
later returned to Grimsby, Ont.) was present 
at the reunion. 

There is always a sports' committee. and 
SWImming, ball games, horse shoes, child
ren's races, card games, and a social tirrie 
are much enjoyed, followed by a bountiful 
supper prepared by the ladies. 

The $45.00 donated by the nine families 
present at the first meeting, and a collection 
taken at each reunion, has been ample to 
cover operating expenses. 

Ernie Sunley has been chairman and Mrs. 
Archie Hill secretary-treasurer since the 
inauguration of the clan reunions. Mrs. Jno. 
Sunley was the only one left of the four grand
parents at the time the reunion was organiz
ed, and she passed away in 1956 at the ripe 
old age of 94 years. Previous to this, two of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Hill's daughters, Flor
ence, Mrs. Robert Bell, and Ada, Mrs. George 
Webster, had passed away, Florence in 1923, 

and Ada in 1910. Also deceased Mrs. Bert 
Scofield (Ethel) in 1959, Mrs. Reid (Bertha) 
in 1962, and Herman Hill in 1966. 

On December 31, 1965, EllerySunleypass
.ed away, and on January 17, 1966, Mrs. 
George Torrance (Norma). Walter Hill passed 
away after a lengthy illness January 16, 1967. 

G.HOAR H. HOBSON 

Harry Hobson was an Englishman. He was 
a carpenter, painter and decorator in the 
Arrow River district, and married Annie 
Palmer of the Blaris district. 

George Hoar worked in the Arrow River 
district.and, With Harry Hobson as ~partner, 
built a chicken hOllse on the J. Tennant land 
near Arrow River. "In days of yore, Robson 
and Hoar dreamed of chickens galore." But 
the dream never materialized. George Hoar 
married Annie, who had been employed in the 
J. F. Tennant home. They had the distinction 
of being the first couple to be married in the 
Arrow River Church. 

CHARLES N. HODGINS 

We, Charles (Jerry) and Edith Hodgins, 
formerly of Burnbank and West Two Creeks 
districts, moved to "Benvie" Farm, S.W. 
22-13-27 in the spring of 1964. This farm 
was purchased from Mrs. Douglas Beatty, 
granddaughter of the original owner, Mr. 
William Lindsay. It is a mixed farm - grain 
and livestock. 

While the farm has had tenants for a few 
years, this is the first time it has actually 
been owned by anyone other than the mem
bers of the Lindsay family, which came here 
in 1882. 

ALLAN SINCLAIR HODNETT 

The original store for Arrow River, in the 
present townsite, was built for Hodnetts of 
Miniota and operated from 1903 till 1906 by 
Allan Hodnett. The store was then sold to 
John and William Tennant. Allan moved back 
to Miniota in partnership with his brother, 
W. L. Hodnett until 1916, when he joined the 
Canadian Army. He went overseas and was 
killed at Vimy-Ridge May 17, 1917. . 

Allan was considered a superb sportsman 
and all-round citizen of the community. He 
participated in all local lacrosse, soccer, 
baseball and hockey organizations, both as 
a.player and as an official. He was a member 
of Parkissimo Lodge #76 LO.O.F., and the 
Miniota A.F. and A.M. #102 Masonic Lodge, 
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being the sitting" Master" at ·the time of his 
enlistment. 

W. L. HODNETT 

by L .. S. Hodnett 

W. L. Hodnett was born in Lindsay, Ontario" 
in 1880, and came west with his family, Rev
erend William Hodnett, Mrs. Hodnett, three 
brothers, (Percy, Allan and Herb), and two 
sisters (Annie and Amy), to Birtle, Manitoba. 
While residing there another sister, Ruth, 
arrived, and the family subsequently moved 
to Holmfield and Killarney, and eventually to 
Miniota. There W. L. and his brother Allan 
started a general store business, the family 
residing in the upstairs suite. 

In 1907 he and Ethel Boyce were married 
and moved into what was known as the "Hod
nett" house, which together with the house to 
the immediate west was once a furniture 
store -. remodelled into two houses. There 
were two children from this marriage: Irene, 
now Mrs. E. Dunlop of Winnipeg, born in 1908, 
and Lindley born in 1910. The couple were 
very active in all community and municipal 
affairs and promotions, and both were active 
athletically. W. L~ or "Pop", as he was known 
far and wide, being a noted curler, and Mrs. 
Hodnett for her ability as a tennis player who 
played in most of the tournaments held in the 
vicinity. She passed away in 1939. W. L. con
tinued to operate the business and was active 
until his death in 1953. 

L. S. HODNETT 

L. S. Hodnett was born in Winnipeg in 
1910, grew up at Miniota where he completed 
his elementary and high school. He then at
tended Winnipeg University, leaving for east
ern Canada in 1928. He lived in Kingston, 
Timmins and Kapuskasing, all in Ontario. 
In 1937 he married Rita Desloges and return
ed to Manitoba in 1940. He resided in Winni
peg until 1945 when he returned to Miniota 
accompanied by Mrs. Hodnett and their two 
girls. He then purchased his father's general 
store and operated it until it was purchased 
in 1962 by the Miniota Consumers'Co-Op. 

Mrs. Hodnett was very active in all town 
and church activities until her death in 1958. 

The two girls - Joan, a graduate ofthe Uni
versities of Manitoba and Toronto, is now 
Mrs. 1. Brooke and resides in Southend-on-

Sea in Essex, England. Pat, who graduated as 
a nurse from Winnipeg General Hospital, is 
now Mrs. D. Gould and resides in Dauphin, 
Manitoba. 

L. S. resided in Miniota until 1964 when he 
moved to Victoria, B.C., and is now married 
to the former Melvin Creighton (Berwick) 
formerly of Beulah, Man. 

JOSEPH WILLIAM HORNER 

I, Joseph William Horner, arrived in Min
iota in April, 1905, from Manchester, Eng
land, cro~sing the Atlantic jn the Allan Liner, 
Victorian, the first ship to cross using tbe new 
type engine called a turbine. 

My travelling companion was also a Man
chester lad named Fred Warrener. We were 
met at the C.P.R. station by Mr. Charles 
Andrew Sr., also a Manchester man. Mr. 
Andrew had a real estate business, and was 
agent for De Laval cream separators, and 
Singer sewing machines. 

Mr. Andrew was a friend of Fred Warren
er's father and it was in the strength of their 
friendship that we two lads arrived in Min
iota. 

Mr. Andrew took us to the Palace Hotelfor 
supper and I asked him where the town of 
Miniota was, as I thought we were in the 
outskirts. When he informed me we were in 
Miniota, I felt homesick and depressed. Mter 
we had finished supper, Mr. Andrew took us 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Horner. 
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to meet his sons Robert and Charles Andrew. 
Robert was agent for the Massey Harris Co. 
and the building was just west of Brodie 
Curries. Charles was the mail delivery man 
and drove the stage with mail to Beulah, and 
Birtle. Fred and I were both greenandhad to 
learn the hard way of farming. Fred obtained 
work on the farm of Mr. David Rowan and 
I went to Ernest Fisher's on the farm now 
owned by Mr. J. Wythe. I think we kept 
those two farmers poor, because we broke 
everything on the farm that would break. In 
those days there was no South bridge, so we 
used to cross the Assiniboine River in a leaky 
boat and walk up to town. In those days there 
were no autos so everyone tied their horses 
to the hitching posts all in front of the stores. 
We had plank Sidewalks, and no streetlights. 
There were two livery barns, crammed jam 
full. 

About this time the manager of the Manitoba 
Hardware and Lumber Co. store, Mr. Jas. L. 
Evans, became interested in me. When he 
heard I had been a boy trumpeter to an 
Artillery Brigade in Manchester Jim as 
we affectionately called him, was' a vet~ran 
of the Boer War, and nothing would do but 
what I should take a course to qualify as a 
trumpeter at the Royal ArtillerySchool, Fort 
Osborne Barracks, Winnipeg. So away I went 
and passed out with a first class certificate. 
I went back the following winter and qualified 
as a Sergeant, training with the Strathcona 
Horse, but owing to poor eyesight had to pass 
that up. 

On returning to Miniota, J was employed by 
the Manitoba Hardware and Lumber Co.; J. L. 
Eyans manager, George Cornish lumber man, 
George Colby tinsmith, Anson Dixon and my
self clerks. Then came the war of 1914-1918. 
Mr. Evans at once offered his services and 
was accepted, and went into the firing line in 
France as.a Major, and sad to say, was killed 
in action. 

In the spring of 1910, I met Eva G. Beard 
and in November of 1912 we were married 
by the minister from Rivers, Reverend S. 
D. Thomas. 

I continued in the hardware store as a 
manager, and have many pleasant memories 
of working there with the staff. Now we have 
four sons, and one daughter, all getting along 
fairly well. 

So I must close knowing that I have lived 
a lifetime, with good neighbours and friends 
that cannot be surpassed. 

THOMAS, LESLIE HORNER 

by Mrs. L. Horner 

Les Horner is the eldest son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Horner of Miniota. After receiving 
his education in Miniota, he worked in various 
lumber yards in Manitoba before the war. He 
served in the Air Force from June 1942 to 
February 1946. 

Since the war Les worked in the Miniota 
Co-Op for ten years, sold life insurance for 
Manufacturer's Life Insurance Co. for three 
years, and is now employed as a salesman 
by Baker Manufacturing. 

In 1950 Les and I (Lillian Harriet Eller
ington, elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chris 
Ellerington), were married. I previously 
taught school for four years. We have two 
daughters, Donna Christine, born March 29 
1953, and Irene Gail, born June 25, 1957. ' 

We reside in Miniota, having just recently 
moved into a new home in January, 1966. 

ERNES'T HOUSE 

Ernest House came from the Isle of Wight, 
England, about 1885. He bought W. 1/2 sec. 
17-14-27 formerly owned by Mr. Rennie. He 
married in 1916, and had one daughter who 
died in 1918, and was buried on the farm. He 
moved from the farm in 1928 and moved to 
north of Elkhorn. He died in 1929, and was 
buried in St. Lazare cemetery. His brother 
Leonard lived with him for some time. and 
died in 1948 at the age of seventy-seven years. 

WILLIAM HOWARD F AMIL Y 

by Mrs. Wallace .Bonner 

I notice a number of histories start by 
putting the husband and father of the family 
first, but I am going to reverse this form 
of family history by putting our mother first. 
To me, the women of the district were the 
real pioneers as they were always at home. 
They. lived in log or sod shanties, raised 
families and suffered all kinds of hardships 
without a complaint. Our Mother was one of 
these pioneer women. 
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Our Mother, Isma Ann Muttart, was born op. 
Septeinber 2, 1846, at Exeter, Ontario. She 
was the middle child in a family of eleven. 
Receiving her education at a county school, 
the only extra lessons she received was hand 
sewing from a retired teacher. As a young 
woman she went to St. Mary's, Ontario, to 
be a maid to Mrs. Thomas Harrison, our 
father's aunt, where she was employed for 
a number of years until her marriage to 
William Howard, January 6, 188l. 

Our Father was a native of Ireland and 
born at Roscrea, County Tipperary, Febru
ary 9. 1847 .. He attended the parish schools 
of Bournea until the age of sixteen, after 
which he obtained a position as freight clerk 
on the Great Southern and Western Railroad 
where he was employed for ten years. When 
he gave up railroading he returned to his 
father's farm for several years. 

Feeling assured he would find in America 
better opportunities for advancement, he took 
passage for the New World. The Province 
of Ontario was his destination, but after his 
marriage, he continued his journey westward 
to Manitoba, arriving here March 16, 1882. 

Mother came to Manitoba in May, 1882 by 
train to Brandon and then up the Assiniboine 
River in a boat that went to Fort Ellice. The 
journey from Brandon took six days. Cattle, 
machinery and grain were in the lower part 
of the boat and the passengers on the top part. 

Mother [ot off the boat at Ralston's or 
Doyle's landing. Mrs. Don McDonald and her 
eldest child, the late Mrs. John Powell, were 
the only women to be seen. She was taken 
home by a team of oxen to a sod shanty. 

Few homes had been established in this 
district at that time and the country gave no 
indication of the rapid development which 
would ultimately follow. Feeling confident 
that the land was rich and fertile, Dad had 
filed on a homestead and began his ('3 fE'er 
as a pioneer agriculturist. Many months of 
arduous labor and long-enduring patience 
were required to clear his tract and prepare 
the ground for planting. Acre by acre, how
ever, it was brought under cultivation and in 
time yielded abundant harvests. As the years 
passed the crude house and barn the first 
erected were replaced by more modern and 
substantial structures, while ample sheds and 
outbuildings were provided for the protection 
of stock and grain. 

Four children, three daughters and one 
son, were born to the Howards. 

Mary Jane - married Thomas Freeman of 
Wynyard, Sask. Their family consisted of 
two daughters. 

Katherine Harrison - married Henry New
land of Wynyard, Sask. They had a family of 
four daughters and one son. 

Janet Eliza - married Wallace Bonner, 
Miniota, Man. Their family consisted of three 
sons and two daughters. 

Whitfield - now of Brandon, Man., married 
Elizabeth Mossop and had a family of five 
daughters and one son. 

Mother was always ready to help anyone. 
Many hundreds of pounds of flour were baked 
into bread for bachelors for several miles 
around. Life was sometimes hard and serious 
enough but never dull or drab. 

Mother was good to everyone that came to 
her home. She nursed the sick and fed all, 
never complaining. 

Standing: Jennie Howard (Mrs. Thos. Free
ma'n), Janet Howard (Mrs. J. W. Bonner), 
Catherine Howard (Mrs. H. Newland). 
Seated: Whitfield Howard. 
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The Howard family were active members 
of the Church of England of which Dad was 
for many years a warden. During the period 
of his residence in this district, Dad served 
the community in various public capacities. 
For nine years he was secretary and trea
surer of the board of school trustees, while 
for eight years, he was secretary and trea
surer of the Municipality of Miniota, and 
for twenty- six years he discharged the duties 
of clerk. He passed away on February 14, 1934 
in his 87th year. 

The last seven years of Mother's life were 
spent at the home of the Wallace Bonner 
family. She passed away April 13, 1944 
in her 98th year and she and Dad are buried 
at Arrow River Cemetery with mallY of their 
pioneer friends. 

TO OUF MOTHER 

Not in the glory of the court and state 
But in our daily. lives and common ways: 
Does a soul shme forth as truly great, 
Through all the trails of our passing days. 

Such was our. Moth~r, who in humble guise, 
Strove ever faIthful m her daily task, 
To guide her home in love and goodness wise, 
More ready at all times to give than ask. 

Her soul in patience suffered all annoys, 
She could not burden others with her woes, 
But shared and added to the common joys 
Of all her friends - she had no foes. 

Guardian and Mother, kind and faithful wife, 
Your life held still some radiance grand, 
As if the sun with evening clouds and strife, 
Had come to guide you in your life. 

James Morton 

WHITFIELD HOWARD 

Whitfield Howard, who carried on farming 
and stock raising all his life, was born on his 
father's homestead on the S.E.1/4of4-14-26 
~n February 7, 1893. His parents were Wil
lIam Howard and ISina Ann (Muttart) Howard. 

His father's death occurred on Feb. 14, 1934 
and his mother passed away on April 13 1944. 
Both were buried in the Arrow River ~eme
tery. 

He was educated at Sarah ville School until 
he w~s seventeen years. Being familiar with 
farmmg he helped on his father's farm until 
1919. 

On March 22, 1919 he married Elizabeth 
Mossop who came from Tipperary, Ireland 
on March 17,1914. They then moved to Kanda
har, Sask. where they farmed for four years. 
Their first house was oflog construction with 
a sod roof. After one year they purchased a 
frame house and moved it on the same loca
tion. On account of his father's advanced age, 
they moved back to his father's farm on March 
15, 1923. The same year they bought their 
first threshing machine, and did the neighbor
ing farmers' threshing for 18 years. In 1942 
they bought their first combine. Previous to 
1937 all the land was worked with horses. In 
1937 the first tractor was bought for land 
work. 

Their family consisted of one son and five 
daughters. They are: 

Isma Jean, born Oct. 28, 1928, married 
Steven Lukes in 1957 andlivesinSt. Boniface, 
Manitoba. 

Kathleen May, born May 21, 1924, married 
Robert Bratton, (deceased) in 1946 and lives 
in Wawota, Sask. 

Elinor Kathleen - born August 8, 1926, mar
ried Lorne Miller in 1947 and lives at Isa
bt~]h, Man. 

William Russell - born April 30, 1928, 
married Betty Donalda Amy in 1954andlives 
at Miniota, Manitoba. 

Melba Christine - born Oct. 17, 1930, 
married Donald Maxfield in 1954, and lives 
in Fort St. John, B.C. 

Muriel Elihor - born Oct. 17, 1930, mar
ried Mischa Melnick in 1952 and lives in 
Kingston, Ont. 

The family was brought up in the Anglican 
faith. Mr. Howard was one of the first War
dens of Holy Trinity Church, Miniota. He was 
also warden for many years and now his son 
holds that position. 

In 1945 when the Miniota Co-Op decided 
to purchase the Miniota Hardware store, he 
was one of the seven directors that made 
that dpcision. 

In 1954 Mr. and Mrs. Howard retired to 
live in Brandon, Man., leaving the entire farm 
and equipment to the management of their 
son Russell. 
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GLEN HUNKIN 

I, Glen Hunkin, oldest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Hunkin, was born in Hamiota and 
lived on 17-14-25. There I farmed 'until 
1939, when I joined the army as gunner in 
the Eighth Field Regiment, and served with 
it until VE Day 1945. After my discharge I 
farmed near my home farm. In January 1949 
I married Thelma Mitchell, only daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Mitchell. 

Thelma had taught school at Ravine near 
Swan River; Diana, Mossgiel, and i~ now 
'teaching at Cromer. 

We have five IChildren, three boys and two 
girls, Ken, Jim, Denise, Scott and Donna. The 
three oldest are now attending Hamiota High 
School, while Donna and Scott go to Crandall. 

In 1956 we moved to the farm known as the 
"Fleming Farm", where Thelma's mother 
:vas born ~nd raised. The house we are living 
m was bmlt by grandfather Fleming in 1898. 

L. M. HUNKIN 

My father was born in Exeter, Ontario, on 
December 12, in 1887. While we know very 
little of his childhood and schOOling days, I 
remember that he and the late Mr. Wilbur 
J oMs went to school together in Ontario. In 
1903, he came west to Hamiota district and 
obtained a job as farmhand ori the farm of 
George Delbridge, just four miles west of 
Hamiota, and within a half mile of Chumah 
Church. In fact, he spent a good many hours 
of his first summer out here helping to build 
that church. In 1904, he moved to Blaris dis
trict and purchased the N.E. quarter of 
17-14-25, which is now our present home, 
from a Mr. Frank Percy. My father was still 
a bachelor at this time, but in 1904, my 
mother, whose maiden name was Margaret 
Reid, and her sister, Nellie, arrived in Can
ada, from their birthplace, Glasgow, Scotland. 
Mother obtained a job working in an ice 
cream parlor in Hamiota, which was owned by 
Mr. Jim Abbott. Mr. A-bbott was my father's 
step-father, as dad's mother had lost her 
first husband when she was still quite young 
and had remarried again. Thus, my father 
w.d mother met, and on January 1,1909, they 
were married. Dad purchased the S. E. 
quarter of 21-14-25. This gave i1im a half 
section of land,' which I still farm today. 

The first buildings here, when Dad came 
consisted of a three-roomed house oflumbe; 

and a stable. In 1916, Dad had anew barn built 
by Mr. Paul Beveridge. On May 3, 1922, 
the old house was burned to the ground and, 
in order to accommodate a growing family of 
six, the present six-roomed home was built 
in the summer and fall of 1922. This house 
was built also by Mr. Beveridge. The kind
ness shown by friends and neighbors at the 
time of the fire was never forgotten. 

There were seven children in the Hunkin 
family: Marjorie, Glen, Muriel, Laura and 
Larry (twins), Helen and Shirley. When Mar
jorie and Glen were old enough to go to school, 
they went to Carlingville School, which was 
situated on two acres of land on the N.E. cor
ner of 9-14- 25, directly across the road from 
Ernest Fleming's house. There were no 
school vans at that time, and ·the childten 
either walked to school or were taken by 
their parents. The teacher at this school 
then was Mary Craig, now Mrs. Harry Harri
son. When consolidation of schools took place, 
this school was moved to Crandall. 

While the family all received their educa
tion at Carlingville and Crandall we always 
attended church at Blaris, which was only 
three miles from our home. Mother and fa
ther took a very active part in the activities 
of the Blaris community and myfathertaught 
the young people's Bible class for quite some 
time and later taught the adult Bible class. 
For many years, he was a member of the 
church board. At the time of his death, in 
1934, he was secretary-treasurer of the 
church. He also played Santa Claus for many 
years at the annual Blaris Christmas concert. 

I can remember how my father talked about 
the plans which the community were making 
for the 50th anniversary of the Blaris com
munity, which was in 1935. Unfortunately, he 
passed away before the much planned for event 
took place. He was also very interested in the 
co-operative movement and was a member of 
the United Grain Growers Association when 
it was formed at Isabella. He was also the 
secretary of that organization for a number 
of years. 

Mother was very fond of music and was often 
asked to sing Scotch songs at the Burns Night 
concerts, which were held in the Blaris 
Church. She was also leader of the choir and 
was called on as a soloist for most events in 
the ·surrounding communities. At the annual 
fowl supper, mother could be found in the 
kitchen, making tea. She was a member Of the 
W.M's. ·group at Blaris for a few years. She 
was also a member of the W .1. at Arrow Riv
er. As our family grew up, I can remember 
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how Marjorie, Glen, Muriel and Motl:ler, too, 
used to take part in the three-actplayswhich 
used to be yearly events, usually held in the 
spring of the year. Muriel, Laura and Helen 
enjoyed the activities of the C.G.LT. at Ar
row River, under the leadership of Mrs. J. 
F. Tennant. 

After my father passed away, while ac
companing a carload of stock which was being 
shipped to Winnipeg from Isabella, on Septe m
ber 18, 1934, my mother and Glen carried on 
with the farm. Then in December of 1939, 
Glen enlisted in the armed forces, jOining 
the 71st Batiery of Field Artillery from 
Brandon. He went overseas in January, 1940 
and spent five years on active duty. He was 
wounded by shrapnel, in the latter part of 
April, 1945. He returned home to Canada in 
July, 1945, and after a year took up farming. 
In January of 1949, he married Thelma Mit
chell of Arrow River. They resided on the 
Mel Torrance farm for a number of years, and 
later purchased the John Fleming farm at 
Arrow River, where they are presently re
siding. They have a family of three sons, 
Kenneth, James and Scott and two girls, 
Denise and Dawna. 

My oldest sister, Marjorie, left the Blaris 
district to live in Winnipeg, where she 
was a stenographer for a number of years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Hurlin. 

In November, 1940, she moved toVancOllVer, 
where she married J. R. Edmonds, and has 
resided there since. 

Muriel, my second sister, was married 
to Sam Wallace of Arrow River in June 
1937, by Rev. H. 1. Bowman. They were 
the first people to be married in the present 
Blaris church. They resided on a farm south 
of Arrow River and have a family of two, 
a son, Lawrence and a daughter, Arlene, 
who married John Oliver in August 1962 
and now lives in Brandon. They have two 
sons. In May 1963 Sam arid Muriel moved 
to Brandon where they now reside. My twin 
sister, Laura, was married in Winnipeg, 
August 21, 1940 to G. S. Whillier, who also 
served with the armed forces for two years. 
They are still residing in Winnipeg and have 
a family of two daughters and four grand
children. In 1941, mother and my two sisters, 
Helen and Shirley, moved to Winnipeg. Helen 
obtained a job as a clerk in a drugstore 
and Shirley continued with her schooling. 
In June 1946 Shirley was married to William 
Charles Bardwell, who served along side of 
Glen during the Second World War. They 
had a family of three sons and were living 
in Winnipeg. In September 1957 Bill was 
accidentally drowned in Lake Manitoba. My 
sister carried on, on her own for three 
years and in October 1960 was married to 
Mark Lindquist of Winnipeg. They now have 
a little girl and reside in Winnipeg. Helen, 
who had worked in Winnipeg since 1941, 
was married in June 1956 to Arthur Pen
elton, formerly of Miniota, 'but then of 
Winnipeg. They have two sons,. Bra~ley 
and Gary and a little girl, Marme LeIgh. 
They make their home in Winnipeg. 

As for myself, Larry, I was married to 
Doreen Lelond of Arrow River in November 
1941. We have a family of two, a boy, 
Allan and a daughter, Wilma. I, .too, h~ve 
tried to help my community by bemg actIve 
in church work, the local pool elevator 
board municipal council and wherever I 
may be called upon to act. We are still 
farming on what is known as "the home 
place", and it is my desire that when I am 
ready to retire and leave the farm, that my 
son Allan will wish to carryon where I left 
off. 

W. H. HURLIN 

W. H. Hurlin came to Canada on March 
8, 1914 from England where he was ap.
prenticed to the hand tooled shoe making 
trade. On arrival here ge stayed with his 
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brother- in-law, Mr. Reg Kin~ey, on the 
Thomas Stewart farm, three mIles north of 
Miniota. III 1915 he went to work for Thomas 
Long, who had taken possession of the Selwood 
farm. In 1916 he enlisted in the 19(Jth 
Battalion -- a reinforcement of the original 
8th Little Black Devils of World War I 
notoriety. After having seen service in Eng
land and France, he received a Medallion, 
such as was given to the men for the second 
relief of Mons on November 11th. 

On returning to Canada after the war he 
was employed by William Bonner, and in the 
fall of 1919 moved into town to work at 
the shoe trade. The first place of business 
was in the east part of Spencer's Butcher 
Shop, now occupied by J. Eastuke, where 
the meat freezers are. From there he moved 
to the old Cockshutt building which he had 
bought on the east side of the Miniota Hotel 
on Main Street. In 1923 he took over the 
Massey HarrisC o. Agency, and bought the 
warehouse and office, situated on the corner 
of Main Street and the present #83 Highway. 

He married Miss Doris Bigland from 
Smethwick England in 1922, and around 1924 
built a ho~e west of the old William Dart 
home on a piece of ground where a Mr. 
Parker had a machine agency, and also made 
cement building blocks. This is now owned 
by Pat Dales. Later on he bought the property 
owned by Mr. H. Woods next to the Royal 
Bank building, where he stayed until his 
retirement from business in 1946. 

During the period of time from 1914 to 
date Miniota has always been a garden of 
Ede~ to Mr. Hurlin as he describes the best 
part of all the Assiniboine Valley, on the 
banks of which Miniota is situated, and has 
most wonderful memories of hunting, fishing, 
swimming and boating on the river. 

There was hardly an organization that did 
not have his name on its membership and 
committee list, and he was active in most 
of the churches, lodges, orchestras and clubs. 
His home was a centre of activities in the 
way of choir practices, costume maker's 
hide-out, general unloading of trouble centre 
for the younger set. Sing-a-Iongs were a real 
thing in those days, round the piano with 
a group that would come in the the" Hurlin 
Kids". -- Yes, there were five of them; 
Irene - now of Kenosha, Wisconsin; William
Adagem Cemetery, Belgium; Barbara
married Mr. Len Fisher who worked in the 
Miniota Creamery as Egg Grader, now in 
Turlock, California; Eric - who is special
ising in hog raising on the old Wm. Lelond 

Sr. farm, 1 1/2 miles S.E. of town, and 
Shelia - in Dorval, Montreal. 

Mr. Hurlin seemed to have an urge at 
all times to do something, mostly in the 
building line, and getting down th~ old eye
sore pieces of property, and creatmg some
thing better seemed to become an obsession 
-- and we are of the opinion that his mark 
can be seen across the town. His present 
home was a five year hobby plan for his re
tirement. and is an outstanding pier,;e of work 
for a hobbyist, completing nearly ninety-two 
percent of the entire project. ~nd "Un?le 
Bill", by which he was known III the dIS
trict for over forty years by all the young
sters around, told me it could not have been 
more comfortable for an elderly couple, if 
a real tradesman had planned it. Being now 
retired he takes full measure of his hobby 
pleasu;es - - fishing, gardening, making odds 
and ends for different organizations and 
good music. 

HYNDMAN FAMILY 

John Hyndman was born at Newbri~ge, 
Ontario, September 28, 1868, one of twms. 
His twin sister was Susan, later Mrs. Wm. 
P. Wallace, of Arrow River. He and his 
brother, William, came to the Palmerston 
district in the spring of 1889, to take up 
homesteads that their father had selected 
for them, when he had come on a trip west 
the year before. William's was the farm now 
owned by Spence Littlejohn, and Johnny's 
was 14-13-25, now belonging toRon Coveney. 
John was only 19 years of age, but he built 
himself a house and a stable. The logs 
had to be hauled from the Assiniboine valley. 
He had a team of oxen, then mules and later 
horses, and a Rumley "Oil Pull tractor". 

One stormy night the roof blew off the house. 
He later built a larger house, and finally 
the one that still stands, and a good big 
barn in the Ontario tradition. His story is 
much like that of many other pioneers, 
picking countless loads of stone off his lan~, 
and hauling his grain to Virden. He saId 
that two or three neighbors would go to
gether. Then, when the going got tough, they 
would hitch two or three teams onto one 
load and then the next, and so on, until 
they' all were up the hill. The men wore 
a grain sack around each head, much as 
the . more modern parka is worn, to break 
the cold wind. Sometimes they slept in the 
livery barn at Virden (to save the price of 
a hotel) returning home in the morning. 
There is still a faint track where the old 
trail ran through the hills. 
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In March, 1890, John married Margaret 
Wallace (Maggie), aged 19, who had come from 
his home district in Ontario a few years 
before he came out. She had come up the 
Assiniboine River by steamer, with herfather 
and brothers, when she was only about 13 
years of age. He father made a home for 
them where Sam Wallace afterwards lived, 
and now the Goertz family, in a beautiful 
spot overlooking the lovely valley. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hyndman had a family of 
three girls and seven boys: Roy, Laura, 
~orbes, Harvey, Wallace, William, Cather
me, Lawrence, Wesley and Ada. Their home 
was always a favorite gathering place for 
young people .. When the family grew up, 
they formed a httle orchestra of their own -
plano, saxaphone, accordion, drums, etc. 

Mr. Hyndman was always ready to help 
with any ventures that were for the good 
of the community. He helped build Palmer
ston Church, in 1910, which was Presby
terian, and he was for many years an elder. 
He was later an elder at Crandall, where 
he retired in 1925, at which time he turned 
his farm over to his son, Harvey. He was 
also a school trustee, for years. He was 
predeceased by his wife, and he married 
a second time. His second wife was Gretta 
Phillips of Crandall, who also predeceased 
him. He died in 1954. 

William Hyndman did not live on the farm 
as long as his brother John, but spent some 
time in Vancouver. While he was on the farm 
his sister Fanny came out and stayed a couple 
of years. Then his sister Catherine came 
from Ontario to stay with him. She is 
Mrs. Dayton now, and can recall how, as a 
girl, she used to drive the pony to Hamiota, 
taking her tub of butter and bringing home the 
groceries, cutting across country before 
there was any Crandall or Arrow River. She 
stayed a year or two, and then another sister, 
Elizabeth came. She is now Mrs. G. Harris of 
Vancouver. William died in 1917. 

A younger brother, Sam Hyndman, came out 
a few years later, and set up farming on 
8-13-25, where the late Edgerton Hyndman 
(Sam's son) afterwards carried on. Sam 
married Agnes Howard of Ontario, who died 
very young, leaving him to bring up two 
little boys. His younger sister, Esther Hynd
man, came out from Ontario and helped him 
faithfully with this, until the boys were 
grown up. Sam himself, died in his early 
fifties, and his second son, Clifford, met an 
accidental death when only 21 years of age. 
The other son, Edgerton, died this year, 
1965. Esther Hyndman married Fred Teal, 

who had come to this district from Eng
land. She died in 1963. 

PERCY ILES 

Percy Hes was born in England, but came 
to Eastern Canada as a young boy. When 
his mother was widowed, she and Percy 
went to California. After his mother's death, 
Percy came back to Canada and eventually 
to Miniota, where he began farming. 

This was the time of emigration from the 
mother land. Among those emigrants on the 
Empress of Ireland, full of dreams of a 
wonderful life in Canada, was Sarah Morgan 
who later became Mrs. Percy Hes. ' 

After leaving the boat, Sarah came by rail 
to Miniota and the Turner hotel. The emi
gration officer placed Sarah in the home 
of Mrs. Bob Steuart, who then lived on the 
farm in the Assiniboine valley. This was in 
1912 and in 1913 Sarah married Percy Hes. 
The ceremony was performed by Reverend 
Bird. Years have passed and now in 1966 
"Granny Steuart" and Mrs. Hes are still 
close friends. 

When the first World War broke out, 
Percy joined up, served overseas, returning 
in 1918. In the meantime, Mrs. Hes had 
lived in Miniota, where they remained until 
1923, as Percy was employed as a clerk 
in the Manitoba Hardware. The family then 
moved to Arrow River, where Percy worked 
until his retirement. He loved to curl and 
continued this sport until his health failed 
him. He passed away in 1957. 

Mrs. Hes, who had been quite active in 
the Women's Institute and Red Cross during 
the war years, continued her community 
activities, serving also as treasurer of the 
United Church Women. Finally, she sold her 
little home in Arrow River and moved to 
Virden where she now lives. 

The family of Percy and Sarah Hes were 
Elizabeth, who married John Bryant of Elk
horn; Mary, who passed away in 1918, at 
the age of three; Percy John, who at the age 
of 20 joined the Winnipeg Grenadiers, and 
died as a prisoner of war in Hong Kong; 
Bill and Sally, the twins, Bill married 
Vicki Olenic and lives at Reston; Sally mar
ried Jock Shoemaker and now lives at Deck
er; Tommy married Olive Lamontaine and 
lives at The Pas, Manitoba. 

Mrs. Hes had 14 grandchildren, all boys, 
and 3 great-grandchildren, two of which were 
girls. 
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JAMES IRONSIDES 

I, Jimmy Ironsides, was born in Fyvie, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and my wife was 
born in Gormond, nearby. Both of us were 
from small farms. I joined the army and 
was sent to Mesopotamia to serve during 
the first World War. 

In 1927 we were married in Scotland and 
came to Canada. Our first stop was Beau
harnois, Quebec, then to Ormstown, Que
bec. Taking the harvest excursion west, we 
arrived at Pope, Manitoba, and worked for 
Mr. McCoubry. Working wherever we moved, 
we spent some time at Langenburg, Saskat
chewan; Melita, Manitoba and back to C. 
Gibson's at Hamiota. Then we moved to 
Crandall and worked for the Dickies for ten 
years, living in the now vacant house north 
of Crandall. In the fall of 1938, we bought 
from the municipality the land homesteaded 
by Matt Wilson and "existed" there until 
1958. We lived quietly on the farm, having 
no children to "run us around" . 

I have always loved music and am very 
proud of my violins, one of which is a 
Danish make, bought at Birtle. 

In 1959, the wife and I took off for Scot
land by air and in 1964 the wife flew back, 
accompanied by her brother from Reston. 

In 1958 we bought the home we now have 
in Arrow River from Sam Griffiths, but I 
still farm from town. 

ROBER'T AUBREY IRWIN 

Robert Irwin came as a young man from 
England to Kingston, Ontario. In 1883 he 
moved to Manitoba with his wife and family 
of seven children. Two carloads of settler's 
effects, consisting of implements, furniture, 
stock, etc. were shipped to Winnipeg where 
they were loaded on a boat on the Assini
boine River. After many days the shipment 
arrived near where the homestead was lo
cated. 

The first summer the family lived in a 
large tent while the house was being built 
by Mr. A. S. Lynch, a good neighbor north 
of Fairview, which was the name of the farm. 
A family had located a mile away, and had 
hoped to open a Post Office and a little 
store. However they became discouraged and 
moved away, so that the nearest Post Office 

and General Store, operated by Mr. Marsh, 
was at Beulah, several miles north. 

Later, Mr. Dave Rowan who lived south 
about three miles, opened a Post Office 
named Parkissimo, and the mail was brought 
from Elkhorn to Parkissimo and on to 
Beulah twice a week by stage. 

Hoards of mosguitoes and electric storms 
in the summer, and forty below zero weat
her in the winter, were a few of the dis
comforts the pioneers suffered. 

Nevertheless, they had good times to
gether. The Irwins had brought a Baby Grand 
piano from Ontario, and many pleasant even
ings were spent by those who gathered fre
quently to hear Mr. and Mrs. Irwin play, 
he on the violin and she on the piano. Some
times the evening ended with a dance, and 
of COurse everyone had to stay until daylight 
in order to find their way home over the bad 
roads. 

During these years four more children 
were born to the Irwins. 

Mrs. Irwin died in 1892 and Mr. Irwin 
about four years later. 

WILLIAM ISLES 

Mary (known as Bessie) and Gwenyth 
Isles, daughters.of Mr. William Isles, came 
to Arrow River from Firdale, Manitoba, in 
April of 1928 and lived with Mr. and Mrs. 
Hector Attwood for about two years. After 
this, they stayed with Mrs. T. Nankivell. 
Gwen stayed the longest, spent another four 
years, then went to Forrest, Manitoba. The 
girls attended school, church and also were 
in e.G.LT. here. 

Mary, (Mrs. J. Martinizzen af MacGregor, 
Man.), whose husband has retired recently 
from the railread, has three children, a son 
married and serving in the army; a daugh
ter Gail, teaching in Winnipeg; and a second 
daughter, Linda, training as a practical 
nurse. 

Gwen (Mrs. Rod Brown), whose husband 
is express man for the C.P.R. in Winnipeg, 
has one son, Pat, who is employed as desk 
clerk at the Fort Garry Hotel in Winnipeg. 
Gwen trained as a hairdresser after they 
settled in Winnipeg and has continued to 
work. 
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JAMES JACKSON 

James Jackson came from Michigan, and 
worked fo r James Boyce, among others. 
He married Mary Ellen Lelond (Mamie) 
and along with Jim's sister, and her hus
band farmed the Antcliff farm. Bill was 
the brother- in-law' s name. Then they had a 
sale and went back to the United States. 
They came back to Canada and farmed on 
the Stoward farm where Angus McKinnon 
lives. They then moved to the Jock Mc
Kenzie farm which is owned by Joe Bonner. 
The house on this farm was the old Arrow 
River school. Later, they moved onto the 
Boyce farm, owned by William Lelond Sr., 
at that time, but held a sale and went back 
a few years later to Croserll, Michigan, 
where they lived until their death. Their 
family consists of William, Mabel, Clara, 
Rachel and Gertrude, all married in the 
Unite(i States. 

WILLIAM E. JARVIS 

by W. J. Taylor 

William Jarvis came to Miniota as tele
phone maintainer in 1916, and moved to 
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A. in 1923. He died in 
1958. His wife Lucy lives in Fort Wayne 
Indiana and their family, Alice, Tom and 
Charlie live in Fort Wayne, Cleveland and 
Situate; Massachusetts. 

THOMAS; H. JARVIS 
by W. J. Taylor 

Thomas Jarvis came to Miniota after the 
first World War in 1918, and did telephone 
work and carpenter work. He left Miniota 
to reside in Brandon in 1920. 

CLARENCE JOHNSON 

In the spring of 1945 Clarence and Earl 
Johnson. of North Battleford district, bought 
out the garage from Cecil Wythe. They 
carried on the John Deere and General 
Motors dealerships until 1953, when Clar
ence moved to Elkhorn. 

During the time they lived in Miniota, 
Clarence belonged to the Oddfellows Lodge, 
served on the School Board and Community 
Centre, also the United Church Board. Teeny 

(his wife) during this time, took an interest 
in church and community affairs, being a 
member of the U. C. Choir, the W. 1. Auxi
liary, and serving as a leader in the 4-H 
Sewing Club. 

Earl carried on the business until 1959 
when he sold out to Wiens Bros., and accepted 
a position with Trans Canada Pipelines at 
Geraldton, Ontario, where he lived until 
1966 when he was transferred to Hearst, 
Ontario. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Johnson's two 
children, Ronald and Shirley, started school 
at Miniota. Ron continued his schooling at 
Elkhorn and joined the Air Force in 1961. 
He took an Officer's Training Course in 
Centralia, Ont. and in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Later he served in the Maritime Command 
at Greenwood. He was killed on Active 
Service, March 23rd, 1965. 

At present Mr. and Mrs. Clarence John
son are living at Indian Head, Saskatchewan, 
where Clarence is carrying on a Bulk Oil 
Business. 

HARRY JOHNSON 
by son, Alvin 

Harry Johnson, the oldest son of John 
Johnson, was born in 1874 near Palmer
ston, Ontario. The family came, to Manitoba 
in 1881 and settled in the Oakner district. 
They took up a homestead there. 

In 1900 Harry married Annie Matilda 
Darragh. She was born at Guelph, Ontario 
in 1877 and her family were one of the 
fir,:t residents in the Bradwardine district, 
now known as Harding. Two girls were 
born at Oakner, Millie in 1901 and Hazel 
in 1908. On account of school, the family 
moved to Arrow River in March, 1909. 
In 1910, a son Alvin, was born and in 1918 a 
daughter Velma. 

Mrs. Johnson was active in the first 
boys and girls club work in the Arrow 
River district, in the early teens. The 
oldest girl, Millie, took her high school 
at Hamiota and Crandall and taught for four 
years. She married David Wilson in 1926 
and is now living in Springside, Sask. The 
second girl, Hazel, got her schooling at 
Brighton and Arrow River. She married 
in 1928 Fred Austin, Tog, Sask., and still 
remains on the farm there. The son, Alvin, 
remains on the farm at Arrbw River. The 
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youngest daughter, Velma, died in Winnipeg 
after an operation in 1937. 

Harry Johnson passed away in August 
1947 at the age of 73 years. Mrs. Johnson 
passed away on the anniversary of her 
wedding day in 1951 at the age of 74 years. 

Mrs. Johnson often mentioned her trip 
up th Assiniboine Fiver, when the family 
came to Manitoba in 1881. She lost her 
doll over the side of the boat. Her father 
came to Manitoba in 1879 to work on the 
railroad. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have come 
through the trials of life from the oxen 
days to the mechanized days and tried to 
fulfill their duty to the community and their 
family. 

MORGAN JOHNSON 
by Mrs. Morgan Johnson 

Morgan Johnson was born and raised in 
the city of Toronto. He decided to come west 
to Winnipeg in 1910, and worked on various 
farms in the district, then he took up a 
homestead near Kerrobert, Sask. In 1916 
he returned to Crandall and married Myrtle 
Borland, third daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Borland. We lived in Saskatchewan 
only two years because of the terrible 
drought conditions. 

Morgan was offered a job buying grain in· 
Miniota for the Maple Leaf Elevator, and 
we lived there for the next six years. Morgan 
sang bass in the church choir, and in the 
Miniota Quartet with Mr. Russell Lynch, 
Alex Evans and Charlie Evans. He played 
his violin on numerous occaSions, and also 
played in the Evan's orchestra. They went 
for many miles to play for dances. 

I was leader of the Mission Band for a 
few Vears, and also taught the Intermediate 
::iirls' class in Sunday School. 

Our family by that time consisted of one 
.little daughter, Shirley, and two small sans, 
Garth and M0rgan Jr. 

We enjoyed our six years in Miniota, and 
we still like going there to meet our old 
friends. 

After leaving Miniota we lived in Regina 
for two years, where Morgan was a travel
ling salesman for Maple Leaf Flour; in 
Beulah for twelve years where he ran the 

new Pool Elevator, and it was here our 
third son Stuart was born. We next lived at 
Birtle where Morgan ran the Pool elevator 
and then at Crandall where we bought the 
store in which we worked for the next 
seventeen Years. We sold it three years 
ago on account of Morgan's poor health and 
movedlo our own home. 

Morgan passed away in March 1966, and 
I still reside in Crandall. 

Alter his second year in EJ!geeringL Garth 
joined the Air Force as pilot. He then 
married and was posted to Summerside, 
P.E.I., and later to Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. 
Their son Garth was born there. Garth 
Sr; received his commission as Flying Of
ficer and was posted overseas. He was 
on Coastal Command off northern Scotland 
when his plane came down with eleven 
boys in it. They were buried in Harrogate 
Cemetery in England. 

Morgan Jr., after one year of university, 
enlisted as a navigator. He was posted 
overseas, but the Canadian boys were turned 
back as they reached the eastern coast of 
Canada. Morgan bought one-half section of 
land near Isabella, and married Eleanor 
Stoughton of Birtle. They farmed this land 

. ~ti! 1960. Morgan is now Supervisor for 
the Veterans' Land Administration, and re
sides at Morden, Man. They have four 
children. 

Shirley worked for Civil Service in ottawa 
for three years during war time. She then 
married Fred Sanford and they live in 
Chatham, Ont. They have one son. 

Stuart married Donna Douglas of Crandall. 
He graduated from Brandon College last 
year with his B. Sc. Degree, and he and 
Donna are both teaching in Winnipeg. 

J. F. M. JOHNSTON 

I, Joseph Frank Mitchell Johnston, was 
born in Glencoe, Minnesota, April 12, 1888, 
where my father and his family were farm
ing.. They had lived previously in Simcoe, 
Ontario. When I was nine years old, my 
father died, and I set out to seek a liveli
hood. Between walking and catching rides 
on carts and wagons, I made my way to 
Canada and found employment on the farm 
of Jack Brunett at Roland. I stayed in the 
Roland district for some years, and then 
returned to Minnesota for a year and a 
half. where I took mechanical training. I came 
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back to Canada, then, and worked for Ford 
Motor Company at Regina, Saskatoon and 
Prince Albert. 

In September 1914, I joined the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force, and after a training 
period near Ottawa, I went overseas, where 
I served for four years and eight months. 
While with the 4th Field Ambulance, and 
after extensive advances by the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force near Cambrai, I was 
decorated at Bourbon Woods, where I re
ceived the Distinguished Conduct Medal for 
"Distinguished Conduct in the Field". 

Upon returning to Roland from overseas, 
I took up farming on my own on a quarter 
section northeast of town. I was a member 
of the Presbyterian Church, later the Un
ited Church and of the Masonic Lodge. 

On October 11, 1922, Margaret Evelyn 
Reid, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Reid, became my wife. Her father and mother 
had a livery business in· Roland. In 1927, 
their home was destroyed by fire, and they 
moved to Isabella, where they farmed in the 
south half of section 9-15-25 for several 
years. 

While we were farming at Roland, three 
sons were born to us: Burton Ray, born 
in April 1925; Lyall Lawrence, born in 
February 1927; and Claire Joseph, born 
in August 1935. They each received their 
early schooling at Pomeroy School, on the 
banks of Tobacco Creek. I was councillor 
of ward 1 of the Rural Municipality of 
Roland for five years and was an auctioneer 
for several years, which was part of my 
occupation during all the years when I was 
farming. 

We moved to Arrow River in the fall of 
1939, from Roland, to Mr. Harry Dowell's 
farm, renting it from him and staying there 
for five years. It was grain and livestock 
farming. We took our cream to Miniota 
Creamery and shipped eggs to Oak River. 
We got our first combine while there. OUr 
three sons attended school at Arrow River, 
and Burton joined the army while living there. 
My wife joined the W. 1. at Arrow River 
for the first time, and held office in the 
W.M.S and was leader of the north group of 
the Red Cross. 

After farming at Arrow River for five 
years, I bought the Cliff Drummond farm 
section 12-15-25, one mile east of Isabell~ 
and farmed there. The next year we moved 
to Austin Warren's farm, part of the north 

west quarter of 9-15-25, in Isabella, farming 
both farms until Burton was married to 
Marie Sunley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest Sunley of the Blaris district, in 
September 1946. They lived on the Cliff 
Drummond farm until 1956, when they moved 
to Foxwarren, where Burton was employed 
as grain buyer for the Manitoba Pool Ele
vators. They have three children: William 
Frederick, born in October 1947, passed 
away at the age of nine and a half years; 
Brenda Lee Ann born in June 1952; and 
Calvin Burton, born in January 1955. Burton 
and Marie are members of Foxwarren Un
ited Church, and both teach Sunday School. 
Marie holds the office of Noble Grand of 
the Rebeccas, and Burton is Noble Grand 
of the Oddfellows. Both are very interested 
and take quite an active part in all com
munity· projects. 

In 1949, I bought the John Coxworth farm, 
the west half of 13-15- 26, west of Isabella. 
Lyall farmed there until the fall of 1946, 
when he left to work in the mines at Wawa, 
Ontario. The next year, on July 20, 1947, 
he married Jean Livingston, only daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Livingston of Nes
bitt, Manitoba. Jean had taught school in 
Isabella for five years and is still teaching 
at Wawa. Lyall is also on the fire brigade 
there and drives the ambulance when needed. 

In 1946 Claire left school, worked in 
British Columbia for one. year, and then 
joined the Royal Canadian Navy. He is now 
a Petty Officer. In October 1959, he married 
Patricia Best, a school teacher, and they 
have two daughters. 

In September 1958 we sold out in Isabella 
and moved to Victoria, B.C., where we still 
live. 

ALBERT JOLLEY 

by Mrs. W. Jolley 

Albert Jolley arrived in Miniota on Sep
tember, 1902., from Crosswell, Michigan. 
He had been advised by his doctor to move 
to a dry climate. He brought with him a 
carload of stock, farm implements and house
hold goods. Mrs. Jolley and the three children 
arrived one day later, and they stayed with 
Mrs. Jolley's brother Robert Hawes at 
Beulah, until the following spring. 

Mr. Jolley bought the feed and livery 
stable at Miniota. The family lived in the 
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old hardware store that stood on the lot 
where the new Post Office is now situated, 
until a house was moved into town. It was 
located across the tracks from the W. 
Hodnett store. 

In 1905 the livery stable was sold, and Mr. 
Jolley bought one half section of land, 2 1/2 
miles north and one mile east of Miniota 
17-14-26. The former owner of this land 
was Mr. Clyde. Mr. Jolley engaged in mixed 
farming; butter, eggs and poultry were sold 
mostly at the local store, and livestock 
shipped to Winnipeg. Their means of trans
portation was entirely hGrses until the first 
car was bought in 1920. 

Mr. Jolley served as trustee for several 
years on the school board of the old Miniota 
school, which was located one half mile 
west of the farm. The family attended the 
Methodist Church in Miniota, and Mr. Jolley 
was an elder for some years. 

Mrs. Jolley died in 1921, and Mr. Jolley 
lived on the farm until 1936, when he moved 
into town. He died in 1953 in Middlechurch 
home in Winnipeg, where he had spent his 
last few years. He is survived by: 

Robert Jolley, who lives with his wife 
in Victeria, B.C. They have no family. 
Robert enlisted in the 78 A Battalion in 
1915, was overseas three years and lost a 
limb in the war. 

Wilfred Jolley, who lives with his wife 
(Marguerite Conover) i\1 M00sejaw. They 
lived on the old farm from 1936-1945, then 
in Miniota from 1945-1959. Mrs. Jolley held 
offices in the W.A. and the W.M.S. while 
living in Miniota, and was a leader of the 
Explorers Group for six years. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jolley had two sons and two daughters. 

Irene (Mrs. Glen McKean) of Caron, Sask. 
who has three children - LOis, Jerry, and 
Patti. 

Ed of Thompson Man. 
Bob, who married Miss Joan Peel, daugh

ter of Mr. and Mrs. George Peel of Miniota. 
They have two children, Dean and Joanne, 
and live in Miniota. 

Erma (Mrs. P. Chegwin) of Shoal Lake, 
who has one child, Terri. 

KASZUBA F AMIL Y 

Mr. and Mrs. Kaszuba moved to the "Flem
ing place" in 1950. Some of their family 
were grQwn up and away from home at 
that time. However, Vicki and Janet are 
well remembered bv their classmates, Janet 

having won honors at Field Day one year. 
The family left the district in 1956 and Glen 
Hunkin then moved onto that farm. 

MRS. DUNCAN KELLY 

by Mrs. Rhetta Lints 
On the 25th day of April 1891, Duncan 

Kelly of Guelph, Ontario and. Martha Mc
Donald of Port Lampton, Ont. were married, 
and came to Manitoba that spring to start 
farming and make a home for themselyes 
in the west, just two miles north of Hardmg. 
In 1902 they sold their farm, and with their 
four older daughters moved to a farm in 
the Isabella district. They were enthusiastic 
workers in church and community projects. 
When father passed away in 1921 at the age 
of 53, my mother continued on the farm with 
her family until 1926, when she sold her 
livestock and machinery and rented herfarm. 
She lived in Isabella until her youngest 
daughter Edna completed her schooling. Edna 
went out to teach in rural schools for two 
years, then they moved to Miniota in July 
1932, where Edna accepted a room in the 
Miniota School, teaching grades 3, 4 and 
5. They rented the Conway house first, later 
moving to the Dorward house. They finally 
purchased the Collingwood house nearer the 
school. Here mother spent the remainder of 
her years among her many friends, except 
when visiting among her families. Her hands 
were always busy sewing, knitting and piecing 
quilt tops to be made into quilts for the 
Red Cross; also contributing ·her share to 
help keep her church going in Miniota, and 
the Community projects filled. Being inter
ested in Sunday School work, she taught 
various classes in Isabella and Miniota 
Sunday Schools. I remember her acts of kfnd
ness to her friends and neighbors, often 
leaving her own work to help them in sick
ness and trouble. Not one of the bachelors 
was left to eat his Christmas dinner alone 
if she knew. The welcome mat was always 
on her doorstep. 

Mother was fond of curling, and for many 
years she enjoyed the games immensely 
each winter in the rinks of Isabella and 
Miniota. Her team mates were always en
couraged by a pat on the shoulder saying 
"well played", whether winning or losing. 
She bemoaned the fact in her late 80' s 
when she found the game too strenuous to 
continue, but was very proud of a china 
cup and saucer, a prize won on her last 
game. 

As well as her time and efforts given in 
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community work, she was a homemaker; 
sewing, baking and nursing her family through 
illnesses; supervising and giving a good 
education to her family of five girls and one 
boy. Bearing up bravely through untimely 
bereavements, whateveI: the task ahead, she 
never thought of herself, just what she could 
contribute to meet the demand. -

Her oldest daughter Margretta married 
Crawford Lints, and now resides in Shoal 
Lake, Man. Mae, now deceased and laid to 
rest in Stouffville, Ontario, married Archie 
Stewart; Edith married Lew Wardell now 
residing in Wellwood, Man.; Mabel now 
resid~ng in Weyburn, Sask. Nursing Home, 
marned Bud Holden; Cecil now deceased 
married Isla Davis of Bengough, Sask. Edna' 
now living in Killarney married Herb Mille; 
of Killarney, now deceased. 

Mother passed away on November 2nd, 1958. 

A tribute to my Mother, Mrs. Duncan 
Kelly. 

"KE EPSAKES" 

Oh the joy of memories, the joy of recol-
lections, 

The joy of Keepsakes and souvenirs 
That so hold our affections, 
And each year they grow more precious, 
These Keepsakes that we hold; 
And we wouldn't part with either 
For all their weight in gold. 

ARCHIBALD KERR 
by Mrs. David Gilchrist 

Archie Kerr was born at Dumfries Scot
land in 1874. He studied pharmacy but did 
not care for work in the drug store, 'so came 
to Canada to take up farming in 1893. He 
fi~st worked at Ted Thompson's farm, five 
mIles south west of Miniota, and later for 
Mr. Alex Steuart, Sr., and for different 
~embers of the Steuart family. At that 
tIme wheat was hauled from the Miniota 

Grandma Kelly with daughters and granddaughters - taken at the Arehie 
Stewart home about 1951 or 1952. 
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district to the Elkhorn elevators with teams 
of horses. 

In 1899, his sister -- later Mrs. R. Peel -
came to keep house for him. 

In 1900 he went home to Scotland to visit 
his mother, brothers and sister. He returned 
that fall, and during the winter he went to 
Cranbrook, B.C. and worked in a saw mill. 
He returned to Manitoba for the harvest 
of 1901, on the farm of Basil Steuart Sr. 

In 1902 his brother Tom Kerr and his 
mother came to Miniota from Dumfries. 
Mr. Kerr was now renting the J. H. Steuart 
farm, half a mile east of Miniota. In 1903 
he purchased the Norwood Farm, two miles 
west of Miniota in the valley, 2-14-27. 
His mother lived until 1919, and in 1920 
he took a trip to Australia. 

He was a great sportsman. He enjoyed 
playing tennis in summer, and played in 
tournaments in the surrounding towns. He 
was also a keen curler, and each winter 
attended bonspiels in neighboting towns, also 
Brandon and Winnipeg. 

He had a fine herd of Aberdeen Angus 
cattle, which he exhibited at the fairs which 
were held at Miniota for a number of years. 

He was a good neighbor, and was always 
ready to help anyone in need. He saw many 
changes in his years of farming. His health 
began to fail, and in 1943 he rented the land 
to Alex Cannon, but still lived in the house. 
He gradually sold off his cattle and horses. 
After an operation in Winnipeg, his health 
became worse, and he spent the last part 
of his life being cared for by his niece, 
Mrs. David Gilchrist. 

He died in 1955, and is buried in Miniota 
cemetery, which overlooks his beloved valley. 

ROBERT KIDD 
by daughter, Minnie 

Robert McLeod Kidd was born August 23, 
1866, in Fordwich, Ontario. He came to Mani
toba in 1888 with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Kidd. He took out a preemption for 
homestead on 4-13-25, in the County of Shoal 
Lake. He homesteaded tile home quarter at 
$1.00 an acre in 1892. He worked on a farm 
at Griswold for $15.00 a month. Later he 
helped build the bridge, which to this day 

is still known as Hall's Bridge. He worked 
on the C.P.R. and helped build the bridge 
across the Assiniboine River to Virden on 
the main line. 

Dad built a log shanty on the homestead 
and returned to Ontario four years later. 
There he married Elizabeth Anne Creighton, 
of the Township of Wallace, County of Perth, 
whom he had met just once at a dance. 
They corresponded through the years and 
were married January 6, 1892. On their 
wedding day, after the ceremony, Dad was 
driving one of Uncle Reub Rolls' ponies and 
top buggy. He with his bride (Mother) had 
a race with Uncle Reub and Aunt Emma to 
the latter's place, wher e the reception was 
to be held. Dad was so long coming in from 
the barn, they had to go and bring him in. 
He was spending the time rubbing down the 
poor pony that he had punished in the race. 
He won the race, bnt the poor beast died 
a short time later. 

Following the wedding, Dad came back to 
Manitoba and Mother followed later. Of this 
marriage, six children were born and raised 
and all living at the present time, namely, 
Stewart Milford, Harry Gordon and Ida May 
who were twins, Cecil Creighton, Myrtle 
Elizabeth and Minnie Melissa. 

Stewart was born September 28, 1894. 
The winter of 1894-5 was so cold, the milk 
was frozen in the big milk pans they used 
then. The bedclothes would be frosted from 
their breathing, even though there was a 
quilt hung over the windows. Mother would 
have to get up in the night and thaw enough 
milk and heat it on the cook stovefor feeding 
Stewart. He thrived on the skim milk anyway. 
Stewart left home at the age of 18 and worked 
at different places, including Uncle Joe's 
and at Indian Head, Saskatchewan. He joined 
the army under the age limit and was through 
the 1914-18 war. He married overseas, June 
25, 1918, of which marriage there was one 
daughter, Vera. He drove a truck for the 
Winnipeg Laundry for years. He lost his 
wife and re- married sometime later. Stewart 
and Mary still reside in Winnipeg. 

The twins Harry and Ida, were born on 
June 9, 1896. Mother was so sick for six 
months, that Aunt Bella (Mrs. Simon Fennell) 
looked after Ida and Aunt Sarah took Harry 
to look after. Stewart was at Grandpa Kidd's. 

Harry was in the army, but the war was 
over before he had to go to the front line. 
He was in England a year before he got 
home. He worked for the Hazlewoods in the 
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Hamiota district. On June 1, 1927, he married 
Mildred Kirk of Hamiota, of which marriage 
there were three boys, Kenneth, Murray and 
Raymond. Harry lost his wife March 12,1942, 
and raised the boys with the help of house
keepers. The boys are married and live 
in Brandon with the exception of Raymond 
who lives in Winnipeg. Harry was employed 
with the Imperial Oil Company in Brandon 
for over 30 years and is now retired. 

Ida May worked at different places, and 
on January 25, 1922, married Horace Hoge
land, who farmed at McConnell. They later 
moved to Brandon. Three children made up 
their family, Gretta, who married Cliff 
Bromley of Carnegie; Melvin, who resides 
in Brandon; and Jack who is in the U. S. A. 
Ida has suffered with arthritis for a number 
of years and has been in a wheel chair 
for over twenty years. 

Cecil Creighton Kidd was born August 
17, 1902. He had lovely auburn hair, which 
Mother kept done up with a curl on top 
of his head. Mother and Dad took a trip 
back to Ontario, taking Cecil and Harry 
with them. They left Ida and Stewart with 
different aunts. Mother had Cecil's curls 
cut off while they were away. Ida cried about 
it when they got home. Mother had a picture 
of Cecil, taken with his curls, and had it 
enlarged. Cecil has it hanging in his home 
today. After leaving school, Cecil worked 
in the Hamiota district for the Hazlewood 
Brothers. He married Pearl Smith of Hamiota 
on April 30, 1938. Their family consisted 
of a boy and two girls, Garry, Gaylene and 
Lynda. Cecil and Pearl farmed for a while 
and then Cecil took over the grain elevator 
at Chumah, near Hamiota, where they are 
living at present. Garry and Gaylene are 
married and living in Brandon. Lynda is 
going to Brandon College. 

Myrtle was born April 2, 1904. She went 
to Palmerston school and Crandall High 
School. She spent part of her life in the 
United States and returned at the time of 
Mother's death to remain in Canada. At 
present Myrtle is working in the Oak Lake 
district. 

Minnie was born January 11, 1906. She 
went to Palmerston school and church and 
moved to Brandon with her parents in 1919. 
She married Leonard Murton of Minto. Her 
husband passed away a month later, of typhoid 
fever. Minnie took a business course in the 
winter of 1927 and worked as a stenographer 
until the Dirty 30' s, when shE> went to 
domestic work. On June 24,1935, she married 

Sam Graham of Minto. They farmed at 
Minto until Sam's health failed and they 
moved to Brandon. Sam passed away July 13, 
1957. Minnie, widowed for the second time, 
still resides in Brandon. 

The Kidds were the last to homestead in 
that area. The Hyndmans, Wallaces and 
Warrens were there before our ancestors 
and therefore got the best land. They (my 
!)arents) had a hard struggle to eke out a 
livillg. DaQ's first team was one milk cow 
and one ox. He managed to break up enough 
land for a garden and a few acres of wheat. 
When Mother arrived, the cow was released 
from field work, as it had to provide the 
milk and. butter for the table. 

Dad was good at blacksmith work, and did 
lots of work for the neighbours as well as 
the r~pair work for the farm. He was busy 
sharpening harrow teeth, shoeing horses and 
numerous other jobs. Of course, when we 
Kidds got home from school, and onSaturdays, 
we had to take our turn pumping the bellows 
in the shop and also getting the cows in 
and milking them. No one was allowed to 
be lazy, or the switch was applied. 

In the early days, Mother and Dad had to 
drive 20 miles to Virden, to market butter 
at Carscadden's Store. After the town of 
Crandall started, it was mainly our market 
place. Crandall, Arrow River and Pope were 
apprOXimately seven miles from home. We 
younger ones were allowed to take the top 
buggy to school if we had to drive on to 
Crandall with a crate or two of eggs for 
Mother. We traded the eggs at Mr. and Mrs. 
James Todd's store for groceries. If there 
was a penny or two left, from the egg money, 
we could have it for candy, if not, no candy. 

Type of farming was grain, hay, cattle 
and pigs. There was always lots of food on 
the table as Mother was a good cook and 
Dad a good fisherman, As far as Ida and 
Minnie were concerned, the fish could have 
been left in the river. 

Dad shipped a cowhide to Winnipeg once 
and they sent for money to pay the freight 
down on it, as the hide didn't bring enough 
to cover expenses. Another time he bought a 
dog down east and the· freight on the dog, 
to have him shipped, cost more than the dog 
did. 

One day Harry was missing and they 
searched high and low for him. Stewart ran 
as fast as he could to Grandpa Kidd's ( 1 1/2 
miles away), as there were no telephones 
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then, to see if he had strayed over there. 
After hours of looking, he was found in a box 
in the yard sound asleeI>. He ha.d either 
pulled the box over him or the wind had done 
it. 

We all had lots of fun with wate r fights 
and pillow fights, in spite of all the work 
and hard times. When the boys had the job 
of milking the cows in the winter time, they 
didn't want us girls around the barn, so they 
would howl like wolves or do most anything 
to scare us and keep us from following them 
to the barn. 

In 1915 we had a bumper crop which was 
threshed from the stacked grain. What stacks 
were not in the yard had to be hauled in 
from the field. Gerald Brown and his gang 
did the threshing, and we didn't get finished 
until December 15. Mother was afraid she 
was going to have the threshing gang for 
Christmas. Mother surely did a heap of 
baking. I can picture it yet. From the results 
of the good crop, Dad bought a Model T 
Ford and of course, we all had to have a 
turn at trying to drive it, with the exception 
of Stewart, who was in the army by then. 
Before getting the car, we went to church 
and Sunday School in the old democrat, 
dressed in our finery, which Mother made. 
She made lovely dresses for us girls. 

When Harry was courting one of his girl 
friends at Hamiota (not the one he married) 
his beautiful steed, Dark Boy, got scared 
at 30mething on the road coming home. He 
threw Harry and the robes out of the cutter 
and kept on running to Crandall livery barn. 
Harry had to march bravely in, carrying 
the robes and pick up the horse and cutter 
at the barn. Mother asked him why he hadn't 
thrown the robes in the cutter, but by the 
time he picked himself up, and the robes, 
there was no cutter or horse to be seen. 

Stewart was home for a week end from 
Indian Head, Saskatchewan. He brought an 
old pair of overalls home and Mother burned 
them. She thought they didn't look fit to 
wear again. Stewart asked where the overalls 
were, and when Mother told him what she 
had done, he said, "Holy Mackerel! Money to 
burn. There was 25 cents in the pocket". 

After the big kitchen was built onto the 
original part of the house, there was many 
a big dance held in it. It was large enough 
to hold four sets of square dancing. All 
the neighbours would be there, the Wiggins, 
Rowes, and Lelonds from Arrow River. This 
meant more work for Mother, of course. 

with tubsfull of sandwiches and cakes and 
pies galore. They took turns having the 
dances at the various homes and at the school 
also. There were no baby sitters in those 
days, the whole family went, no matter what 
the age. 

There would be a hog-killing bee in the 
fall of the year, when it was cold enough to 
keep meat, and a cattle beast was also 
butchered for the winter. The neighbours 
turned in and helped each other. Then would 
follow the sausage making. The caSings had 
to be all scraped and cleaned and we had 
a sausage making machine. The sausages 
all had to be tied by hand the proper length, 
similar to braiding rope. It was lots ofwork, 
but sure good when finished. Rev. Philip 
Duncan was very fond of these home made 
sausage, when Mother would invite him to 
dinner on a Sunday. 

In 1919, Dad rented the farm and they 
moved to Brandon as there was only Myrtle 
and Minnie left at home. Mother kept boarders 
(Normalites) and Dad always hadabiggarden 
to help provide food. 

Mother passed away February 19, 1934, 
after a month confined to bed. She had been 
a hard working, lovable, kindly woman. 
endeared to everyone who knew her. Dad 
carried on alone, by keeping roomers, until 
his demise on March 19, 1948. He had been 
in hospital hardly a month. Both are buried 
in Brandon Cemetery. 

HARVEY KINGDON 

I came to Miniota community five years 
ago as prinCipal of the new Collegiate, and 
witnessed its growth to peak of seventy
five students a year ago. My main interests 
have centered around the school and education 
in general. As a result I have not taken a 
too active part in community affairs, but when 
approached have given freely of my services. 
I teach history and English. 

I have been active in athletics, held offices 
at teachers' conventiolls, including Presiqenti 
nave organized fall division graduation, and 
for the coming year I am the president of 
the Birdtail School Division section of the 
Manitoba Teachers' Society. 

I have been a member of the Parkissimo 
Odd Fellows Lodge for over three years, 
and at the present time I am the Noble 
Grand, and looking forward to a challenging 
year. 
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My wifE!. Lorraine. .and,. I have put 
our family -- four girls; Kathryn, Lorrie, 
Karen and Kimberly -- and one son, Leslie, 
ahead of our social pleasure, and as a result 
have done things as a family. 

We both spent most of our lives in Bins
earth, where Lorraine's father was a 
mechanic, and my home was on afarm a mile 
east of the village. Lorraine was born in 
the Hamiota Hospital, and I was born in 
Spy Hill, Sask. 

In the summer of 1966 we moved to Birtle 
where I am principal of Birtle Collegiate. 

H. S. KIRKLAND 

The name H. S. Kirkland is on the map 
as the first owner of northeast quarter 
35-13-26. William Lelond Sr. bought this 
quarter for $203.00 cash, clear title. It was 
later owned by Jed Lelond, and now Douglas 
Lelond's home. 

W. HEWITT KIRTON 

by daughter, Jean (Kirton) Graht 

The Kirton home farm is on the south 
west quarter of section 21-13-25, conSisting 
of a mixed farming operation, mainly grain 
and purebred polled shorthorn cattle. 

W. H. Kirton, or Hewitt Kirton as he was 
known by his friends and neighbors, was born 
in Pickering, Ontario, March 8, 1876. His 
father was an Englishman from the British 
Isles, his mother of Irish descent, but born 
in Ontario and he was the eldest of seven. 
Hewitt Kirton came west to Hamiota in 1907. 
His sister, Mary, was married to Rev. H.G. 
Crozier who was then the minister of the 
Presbyterian Church in Hamiota. Hewitt 
Kirton got a harvesting job on the James 
Smith farm in Scotia district and so met his 
wife, Annie, only daughter of Mr: and Mrs. 
James Smith. . 

Annie (Smith) Kirton was born at St. Marys, 
Ontario in 1877, her parents having migrated 
from Scotland in 1870. They worked a rented 
farm in that area. In 1882, the Smiths, 
along with other well known Scotia pioneers, 
to name a few the Lorimers and Andersons, 
arrived in the Scotia district to obtain a 
homestead and have land oftheir own. Mrs. 
Kirton was five years old when the family 
came to Scotia. She spent her girlhood there 

and did dressmaking in Virden for a period 
of time. She was the second organist of 
Scotia Church. 

Hewitt Kirton and Annie Smith were married 
February 11, 1908, at the Scotia farm home 
by the Rev. H. G. Crozier. They purchased 
the present farm on which Jim Kirton now 
lives, from Dennis Watters and took up 
residence and farming there. This was then 
known as the Palmerston District. Later, 
additional land was purchased from Patsy 
Watters, who was a brother of Dennis Watters. 
Mr. Kirton operated this farm for fifty years. 
He was a member of the Canadian Order 
of Forresters (Crandall Branch), a member 
of Arrow River United Church and an Honor
ary Elder of Arrow River Church. 

Mrs. Kirton was active both in Pa1merston 
Church and later on in the Arrow River 
United Church. During her attendance at the 
Palmerston Church, she was teacher of a 
Bible Class of young adults, who, upon her 
leaVing, gave her a surprise party and a 
beautiful oak and leather arm chair. 

There are four in the family of Mr. arid 
Mrs. Kirton. Jean Elizabeth, now Mrs. W. L. 
Grant of Abbotsford, B.C. Jean attended ele
mentary school at Palmerston, high school 
in Arrow River and Collegiate in Virden. 
I think the late George LittlejOhn (san of 
Mrs. Dayton), and Jean were the first Arrow 
River students to take Grade 12 in Virden 
Collegiate. Jean was winner of the General 
Proficiency Medal in Grade Eleven, took 
teachers' training at the Winnipeg Normal 
SchoQl and taught in Saskatchewan for seven 
years. In 1935 she married William Grant 
of Lenore, Manitoba. 

Margaret Alice took her schooling in Pa1m
erston, Arrow River and Virden, also taking 
Teachers' Training in Winnipeg, teaching 
first in Saskatchewan and then in Hargrave, 
Manitoba, and Crandall, Manitoba. Her mar
riage to Robert Elliott of Arrow River took 
place New Years' Day 1942. They had two 
boys, Robert and James, but in September 
1964 the elder son, Robert, was killed in 
a motorcycle accident. 

Gladys Marion received her education in 
Palmerston and Arrow River schools and 
then to Brandon College for musical training. 
She obtained her degree of /t.T.C.M. in 
pianoforte and taught pJano in the surroundIng 
districts of Arrow River, Isabella, Decker 
and Crandall and was choir leader and church 
organist of Crandall United Church for sev-
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eral years. Gladys married L. V. Reaman of 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan in 1940. They now 
reside in Moose Jaw, Sask., and have a son 
and daughter. 

J ames Hewitt Kirton completed Grade 
Eleven in 1936 at Arrow River. He helped 
his father operate the farm. He played !he 
saxaphone in local dance orchestras during 
High School and, for some years later. In 
1951 his marriage to Mavis Townson took 
place and is currently farming on the home 
farm. Mavis and Jim have one daughter, Ann. 
Jim has been a member of the Board of 
Stewards of' Arrow River United Church and 
is now an elder of that church and a member 
of the local community centre board. 

Childhood reminiscences take us back to 
exciting trips in the horse and buggy, in 
which the family would travel to our grand
parents in Scotia and stay overnight -- qu.ite 
a trip in those days, -- and hear stones 
of early days. A severe windstorm took the 
thatched roof off the log house and everyone 
ran to the milk house for shelter. Often 
-Urnes meat was scarce. Our Grandmother 

MI'. and Mrs. W. H. Kirton. 

was at a loss one day as towhat she could do 
for Grandfather's supper, as that commodity 
of meat was nil. She happened to look out of 
the window and there was the cat carrying 
a rabbit, so the Smiths dined on :r-delicious 
rabbit stew. Our mother and her brother 
Jimmy Smith, were required to take turns 
in getting th'e top of their father's boiled 
breakfast egg. 

Grandfather Smith was very fond of music, 
particularly Scotch tunes and Presbyterian 
hymns. He wrote to Scotland for a book of 
Scotch tunes for his daughter, Annie, to play. 
His particular favourite was "The Flowers 
of Edinburgh". This book is still in the 
Kirton family. Our mother used to tell us 
of her fine driving horse, who upon going 
to Virden Fair, when the band started to 
play, would immediately put on a fine show, 
throw up her head and really dance to the 
music. 

Jean still has a set of dishes won by her 
mother, when the latter was a young girl, 
for first prize for butter at the Virden 
Fair. The dishes are a beautiful French 
China. 

Anne Kirton on her pony. 
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Our father told of teaming hay, as he called 
it, into Toronto in his youth in all kinds 
of weather. His mother, Grandma Kirton, 
always had dandelion wine, which she brewed 
herself for the threshing gang. 

We remember our father taking great pride 
in his horses. He bought a special team, 
lovely black beasts with white faces, to drive 
us to Palmerston School. Dick, the male 
member of the team, had a little more white 
on his face than his mate, Dell. So our 
father would apply black shoe polish to the 
face of Dick to narrow it to match Dell. 
This team was bought from a Mr. Mitchell, 
who married Maggie Strachan of Scotia and 
Jean (45 years later) played the wedding 
music for a young Mr. Mitchell and his 
bride in the town, in which she then lived, 
namely Invermere, B.C. This young manwas 
the nephew of Mr. Mitchell, and he and his 
wife, Maggie, were there. So, needless to 
say, Jean and Mr. Mitchell went back to the 
days of Dick and Dell. 

Mrs. Kirton passed away in Virden Hospital, 
October 21, 1943, at the age of 66, and Mr. 
Kirton in Brandon hospital September 13, 
1959, at the age of 84. They are both laid 
to rest in Scotia Cemetery which occupies 
a corner. of my Grandfather's farm. The 
farm is now owned by his great grandson, 
Dallas Smith, who is a well known hockey 
player. 

I, Gladys, married Levi Reaman, from 
Yorkton, in July 1940. We have lived at 
McConnell, Man., Kamsack, Sask., Kelliher, 
Sask., Brandon, Man., Swan River, Man., 
Lethbridge, Alta., and I?resently at Moose 
Jaw, Sask., (since 1961). We haven't been 
around the world, but have jaunted about the 
three prairie provinces. 

We are blessed with a son and a daughter. 
Jim, 21, is Ilttending the University of 
Alberta and aspiring to some day having his 
degree in law. Viola, 15, is in Grade X 
and is very active in ballet and sport. 

I have many pleasant memories of Arrow 
River and will always consider Murphy Lake 
farm as "home". We had a very happy life 
with our wonderful parents, on the farm, 
where brother, Jim, now lives. 

To mention all the people and incidents 
would fill a newspaper. However, I must 
mention a few as follows: 

The wonderful meals and visits at the 

William Tennant, Elliott, Wiggins and Wallace 
homes. 

Our e.G.I. T. group, under the fine leader
ship of Mrs. J. F. Tennant. 

The operettas directed bv Mrs. Alex SDal
ding (Elva Lynch), Mrs. J. F. Tennant and 
Mrs. John Wiggins. 

The wonderful church anniversary suppers 
. and the "left- overs" the next day, which 
were much enjoyed by the school children. 

uat enthusiastic School Field Days and the 
many exciting basketball games and soft 
ball games. 

The annual Christmas tree concerts, were 
always a highlight. 

I shall never forget our van driver, the 
late Henry Goodfellow, who always gave us 
treats every Friday night and on special 
occasions. 

I remember how frightened I was and how 
wonderful Dad was the day, as we .were 
driving out of Miniota (by team and cutter) 
and the noisy telephone wires frightened the 
horses and they tried their best to run away. 
Dad hung on to the reins for dear life and 
he eventually was master -- but we had a 
merry rinp for a mile or so! 

All in all, I am very grateful to have lived 
among the wonderful people in one of the 
finest communities I have known! 

JOHN KNOWLES 

by daughter, Grace 

John Jevons Knowles was born in Kidder
minster, Worcestershire, England, on March 
5, 1867, of wel~-to-do parents. He was given 
a good education but no special training. 
He was a good athlete and acquired a name 
for himself in cricket and football before 
coming to Canada in 1898 to Wattsview in 
the Birtle district where he worked in a 
livery barn and farmed for one year. In 
1901, he visited England for 7 months when 
he returned to Canada and worked in the 
Miniota-Arrow River district until the time 
of his marriage to Dorothy Heape on April 
16, 1905. Mrs. Knowles was b()rn on May 
26, 1884, at Stratford-on-A von, Staffordshire, 
~ngland. She came to Canada with her parents 
In 1904, to a farm in the Beulahdistrict, now 
known as the William Williams farm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Knowles started farming on 
a rented farm north of Arrow River where 
their eldest daughter, Elizabeth (Betty) wa;> 
born. The next year they moved south of 
Arrow River to the "Stubbins" farm where 
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their second daughter, Grace, and their son, 
Philip, was born. In the fall of 1914, they 
moved across the Arrow River to rent a 
farm from William Elliott. Four years later 
they purchased the Wheeler farm where they 
stayed until 1924, when they moved to Rhea, 
in the Miniota district. In 1937, they retired 
with their son on his farm in the Isabella 
district, until the time of their deaths. Mrs. 
Knowles passed away November 24, 1945 and 
Mr. Knowles on April 12, 1957. 

Mr. Knowles belonged to the Miniota SOllfj 
of England Gordon Lodge and was interested 
in all sports until the time of his death. 
Mrs. Knowles was a "green thumb" gar
dener and an ambitious Red Cross knitter. 

Elizabeth May Knowles (Betty) was born 
February 9, 1906. She attended Glenlochar, 
Brighton and Arrow River schools, graduated 
from Grace Hospital, nursed in the Hodgeville 
diskict, Saskatchewan. She married John 
J. Lees, Parks Superintendent for the city 
of Winnipeg, second son of Mr. and Mrs. 
L. Lees, Neepawa, Man. They have one 
daughter, Mrs. Roy Newell (Beth) and one 
granddaughter. 

Helen Grace, born March 27, 1908,took 
her schooling in Glenlochar, Brighton and 
Arrow River schools. She graduated from 
Success Business College as a stenographer 
in 1928, and was sent out by the College to 
the Wawanesa Mutual Fire Insurance Co., 
where she was employed until the time of 
her marriage to JackF. Fisher, on November 
12, 1932. They farmed two miles west of 
Wawanesa until 1958 and then moved into 
the village. They have one son, Noel, and 
two grandsons and one granddaughter. 

Philip John Knowles was born November 
12, 1910, and received his education at 
Brighton, Arrow River and Miniota schools. 
He worked on the C.N.R. mainline as a section 
hand for the summers of 1927-29, then he 
took over the rented farm from his parents, 
owned by the C.N.R. and situated at Rhea. 
In 1937, he rented the west half of 3-16-25, 
in the Isa~lla district. In 1944, he bought 
the adjoining quarter of 34-15-25. He had 
a full line of power machinery and did a lot 
of custom work in the neighborhood. As a 
hobby, he ran a trap line in the winter 
and enjoyed bartering with many a fur
buyer. He belonged to the Miniota Sons of 
England Lodge and was a confirmed Anglican 
of the Miniota church. He was a keen TV 
fan and took a keen interest in watching 
all sports. He never married but was a good 
cook and a capable bachelor. He will long 

be remembered for his devotion to his 
parents. After a short illness, he passed 
away on January 18, 1960, and was laid to 
rest in the Hamiota Cemetery. 

TOM LANCASTER 
by Mrs. D. W. Beatty 
(nee Lancaster) 

Tom Lancaster came to Canada in January, 
1913 for a visit, and decided to stay. He 
found there was lots of elbow room, and he 
was tired of the crowded cities in England. 

He was born at Kendel, Westmoreland, Eng
land. He went to school at Kendel Grammar 
School, then took his Degree as a Veterinary 
Surgeon at Edinburgh, Scotland. This took five 
years of study, and working with a vet. in the 
holidays. When he left England he was working 
for Doctor Coleman -- the Kings Vet. -- also 
actors and actresses. He found them wonder
ful people to work for and very appreciative. 

He had some funny things happen. One day 
a farmer at Miniota called him to a sick 
horse. He examined the horse thoroughly 
and couldn't find anything wrong, so he asked 
the owner what made him think the animal 
was sick. The owner reached in the manger 
and took out a quart of whiskey and said; 
"This has been in front of him for two days 
and he has never touched it" -- and they did! 
Another time a farmer asked what was in 
the medicine he had given a cow that had 
cured her of her sickness. Tom looked at 
tr.e farmer and said; "It cost my mother 
£ 500 for me to learn how, and I'm not 
telling you for nothing." 

Tom gave his services freely to any farmer 
who asked him to go, day or night. Many 
times he went, for the love of animals, not 
to make a living out of his knowledge. 

In 1919 his eyes went bad and he was 
alm6st blind. He spent all his money on 
operations for cataracts. The good friends 
of Miniota saw his plight and took up a 
collection to help finance some of the oper
ations. He appreciated this very much, so 
never minded helping anyone who had any 
animals. They often recompensed him with 
butter, cream, wood or whatever they had 
that Tom didn't have. 

Tom came to Abel Hawes at Beulah in 
May 1916 to work as a stockman, byanswer
ing an advertisement. He came to Miniota 
in 1917. and had a Real Estate business and 
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auctioneering business, at which he did very 
well. 

Tom and I were married on July 9th, 
1914 at Forrester, Sask. and when Bob was 
two months old I came to Beulah to join 
him. We lived in Miniota from 1917 to 1927 . 
when we moved to Nipawin, where Tom 
carried on the same business for five years, 
then to Aylsham, then Arborfield. Tom passed 
away at Arborfield in 1955 of leukemia. Bob 
is married and has two children and lives 
at Edmonton, Alberta. 

After ten years of widowhood I married 
Douglas Beattie on March 24th, 1966, and we 
are living in Arborfield. 

I have many pleasant memories of our 
life at Miniota. We had a lot of wonderful 
friends whom I shall never forget. 

MR. AND MRS. FRANK 
LEARY SR. 

by Mrs. H. Stowe 
My father, Frank Leary, was born in 

Yorkshire, England in 1876. He married 
Minnie Plummber in 1895. He started work 
in a coai mine at the age of 19 years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Leary Sr. and family. 

In March 1907 he came to Canada and as 
far west as Hamiota, Man. He worked that 
sUmmer for his uncle W. Leary who lived 
five miles south of Hamiota. In October of 
that same year mother and four children 
came out. r remember the ride from Hamiota 
to the farm with horses and wagon, also 
having to wash outside with ice on the wash 
basin. This was near the end of October. 
We moved several times during the next 
few years -- to Oak River where Bernard, 
Wilfred and Frank Jr. were born. Then we 
moved to Beulah, the trip made with team 
and cutter. The baby, Frank, was kept warm 
with heated bricks in the bottom of the cutter. 
Our stock came by train. We lived five years 
on the H. Chapple farm north of Beulah, 
then 8 years on the Will Fraser farm which 
was then owned by J. Strachan. We made 
another move to Miniota. Mother and Dad lived 
in Miniota for several years. Dad hauled 
cream from the Miniota Creamery to the 
C.N.R. station for several years. The Leary 
family make their homes in different parts 
of Canada, some near and others quite a 
distance. Edith, Mrs. J. Gouldsborough, Mini
ota; Arthur, who served in France during 
World War One, is now living in New We~t
minster, B.C.; Ethel, Mrs. H. Stowe, Mini
ota; Nellie, Mrs. G. Peel, Miniota; Bernard 
passed away in 1944; Wilfred married 
Margaret Cameron and lives atWillen, Man.; 
Frank married Joan Walker and they live 
in Calgary; Beatrice was born in 1918 and 
passed away at the age of 8 weeks during 
a flu epidemic. 

On November 30th, 1945 Dad and Mother 
celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary. 
All the grandchildren and one great grand
daughter were able to attend. Dad passed 
away in 1954. Mother passed away in 1959 
at the age of 86 years. 

FRANK LEARY 

r moved to Miniota from Beulah in 1927 
with my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Leary. 
r attended Miniota school for five years. 
Joan, daughter of Mr. and Mrs: Hugh Walker 
was born on the farm known as Silver Bend, 
Miniota in 1918. Dr. R. K. Chalmers was 
in attendance. She attended school for 12 
years. 

We were married in 1941 and r joined the 
R.C.A.F. in 1943 and was stationed at 
Hamilton, Ontario. r received my discharge 
in Winnipeg in 1946. Barry Colin was born 
in Niagara Falls, Ontario in 1942. Sharon 
Nadine was born in the Miniota Nursing Home 
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in 1945 attended by Dr. R. K. Chalmers. 

I purchased the Russell Pascoe farm, north 
of Miniota, sold it to Hugh Walker in 1948 
and bought the house half a mile north of 
town from Jim Chalmers. I operated a bull
dozer for the Miniota Municipality 1947-49 
worked for Miniota Consumers Co-op fro~ 
1950-56. We then sold our house to Dave 
Rowan and moved to Calgary. 

Barry attended Miniota S.chool for 7 vears. 
in 1963 he married Jacqueline Gayle Vance, 
formerly of Crandall, Man. Sharon attended 
Miniota school for five years. In 1965 she 
married Robert Gary Lampitt of Dawson 
City, Yukon, formerly of Denholm, Sask. 
They both reside in Calgary. 

JEREMIAH LELOND 

by daughter, Grace 

My father, Jeremiah Lelond, married Mary 
Downey in Huron County, Ontario. His first 
wife had passed away, leaving one son, 
William. 

Jeremiah and Mary Lelond had ten children, 
which I will list as follows: 

Margaret Melisse bOrn 1868, married 
Robet Kirk of Hamiota. 

Sarah Louise, born 1869, married Angus 
Craig, Miniota. 

James Albert, born 1871, married Lottie 
Boyce. 

Isabella Elisa, born 1873, married Her
bert Dunham of Pipestone, Manitoba. 

Jeremiah Thomas, born 1875, married 
Rose Boyce. 

Florence Amanda, born 1878, married 
Mike Dennery of Vancouver, B.C. 

Richard Francis, born 1880, married Kay 
0' Callaghan. 

Grace May, born 1885, married John Sut
herland. 

Mary Ellen, born 1887, married James 
Jackson. 

Clara Emily, born 1889, married William 
Mossop. 

William, my half brother, married Mar
garet Fleming in Ontario. 

Things I remember about my father and 
mother: - Father and Mother and the family 
came up the river by boat to Winnipeg in 
1882. They had five cows and a horse. 
They drove to Portage la Prairie and worked 
there for the summer. Then, they came to 
the Arrow River district and took a home-

stead on the quarter where Oswald Blaich 
lives. They lived in a tent for the summer 
and then built a little sod house, right 
on the knoll back of Blaich's present house, 
and that was where I was born. That year 
they lost all their grain, garden and every
thing, in a terrible hail!- storm. Later my 
father built a log house and we lived in 
that until 1912 or so. The house that Mr. 
Blaich lived in was built the year that the 
C.P.R. came through. I remember it seemed 
as if the train hardly ever went by without 
starting a fire. We used to have a lot of 
fires because there was so much prairie 
around us. 

I remember, too, we used to have to haul 
our firewood six or seven miles. It would 
take the men nearly all day to get home with 
a load. They might start out on a lovely 
morning, and it would be a real blizzard 
by the time they got home. 

Mother and Father, as I said, brought a 
horse with them, and they did some farm 
work with that horse and an ox. Ab had a 
homestead where Vernon Lelond now lives. 

The only keepsake I have is the family 
Bible and a picture of my mother and dad 
which I treasure. 

John Duncan Sutherland came from Scot
land. We were married and had two daugh
ters, Jean and May. My husband died suddenly 
while helping Frank LelOl;l.d with his barn 
in 1942. I then lived alone until 1952, when 
I married Harry Hanson, of Denmark, and 
we lived togethe r until he passed away in 
December 1960. In 1963 I married Wilbur 
Jory of Crystal City. He passed away in 
November 1966. 

Our daughter, May, married Jack Roberts 
and lives in the Shoal Lake district. Jean 
married W. Nankivell Jr., who died after 
several years in the sanatorium. Of Jean 
and Bill's family, Dorothy married at Wise
ton, Saskatchewan, and passed away while 
quite young, leaving a young family. Marie, 
Viola, Jack and Margaret are all married. 
Viola married a local boy, Jack McKean, 
eldest son of Dave McKean. They have three 
children and presently reside at Red Deer, 
Alberta. Benny worked around Arrow River 
for some years and now resides around Bran
don. Jean is now living in Brandon. 
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WILLIAM LELOND SR. 

by son, Louis 

William Leland Sr. was born in Three 
,Rivers, Quebec in 1858. He came west with 
his father, Jeremiah Lelond, to Ontario, 
where he met my mother, Margaret Tate 
Fleming. They were married there. Dad 
brought a carload of horses out to Winnipeg, 
for a man by the name of Rowe. Winnipeg 
was mostly a tent town at that time. They 
settled in Portage for some time. My 
brother, John, was born there. 

My parents decided to come farther west 
in search of land. Dad and my grandfather 
Leland walked from Brandon. My grandfather 
settled on the farm now owned by Oswald 
Blaich. In 1882, Dad homesteaded the north 
east quarter 26-13-26, later. buying the south 
east of 26-13- 26 fr«;>m Hudson Bay. The 
other half of 26-13- 26 was also Hudson Bay 
land. He also bought the north east quarter 
of 35-13- 26, now the home of Douglas Leland. 
He, with the help of his sons, farmed this 
land until 1915, when he bought the James 
Boyce farm at Miniota and moved on to it 
in the spring of 1915. 

Wm. Lelond Sr. History. 
~rank, Gordon, LouiS, Bill, Jed, John. Mar. 

garet, ~()ISie, Minnie. Nellie. 

The homestead at Arrow River is where 
the rest of the family was born -- five 
girls and five boys. Four of the family have 
passed on: John, Frank, Elsie (Mrs. Matt 
Wilson) and Nellie (Mrs. Wes Holtzman). 
The living ones are: Jed of Miniotaj William 
on the farm east of Miniotaj Louis of Mini
ota; Gordon of Minnedosaj Minnie (Mrs. 
Fritz Lee) of Milestone, Sask.j Margaret 
(Mrs. William Maddock) of Hamfota; and 
Rosalind of Brandon. 

The f4rst house built on the homestead 
was of logs and was heated with two stoves. 
Most of the wood was drawn from the As
siniboine Valley. The stone house, that now 
stands on the farm, was built in 1904. One 
half had no basement under it, as it was 
more solid for dancing. There were no halls 
or community centres at that time. We had 
many a hoe down in the old house. I think 
the last one was by Harold Richardson. 
The stone work of this house was built by 
J. Howett and Anderson. The framework 
by the late Jack Haney. The barn here was 
also built from stone, the builders J. Ebby 
and sons of Crandall, and the framework 
by J. Haney. 

There is a little creek running through 
this land and joining the Arrow River, then 
on to the Assiniboine. We always called it. 
Golden Creek, but it was referred to in the 
Isabella book (by Dewart Harrison) as Silver 
Creek. 

I don't think we ever dug any gold out of 
this creek, but it has been a blessing to have 
so much spring water, so close to the 
surface. 

Dad and Mother, along with other early 
settlers, had a great many hardships, the 
younger generation would hardly believe. 
The first wheat they had to sell, was drawn 
to Virden or Hargrave with horses, mostly 
a two-day trip, crossing the Assiniboine on 
Mitchell's ferry. They also went to Birtle 
and Hamiota and, later, to Arrow Riverwhen 
the C.P.R. was extended from Hamiota to 
Miniota about 1900. The first few years they 
were at Arrow River, the nearest store was 
at BeUlah. My mother told of herself and my 
aunt (Mrs. Wm. Tennant) going to Beulah 
with tubs of butter and crates of eggs, to 
trade for groceries. On the way, the old 
buckboard st~rted to squeal for want of 
grease. So, they stopped and greased the 
axles with butter and went on their way. 

As more people came into the community, 
Mr. Rae from Virden opened a store on 
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the north side of 25-13- 26, near the cemetery. 
He later' sold: to McGillivary and Ross. 
The first school also was in what is now 
the new part of the cemetery, built in 1884. 
There was also a blacksmith shop, straight 
east of the school, about two hundred yards. 

Dad had a show herd of purebred Short
horn cattle. He showed at a great many local 
fairs. He won many ribbon$., also several 
silver cups for best herd in the fair. He 
finally made a sale and bought a house in 
Miniota. He rented the farm to several 
renters and finally sold to William Hurlin, 
whose son, Eric, now resides there. The 
house in town is now owned by Mrs. J. 
Stowe. 

Mother passed away in 1927 at the age of 
66 years, 6 months and 27 days. Dad passed 
away in 1946 at the age of 87 years, 6 
months and 27 days. 

LOUIS LELOND 

I, Louis Lelond, was born at Arrow River, 
Decemper 21, 1893, on the farm, north east 
26-13-26. I got all my schooling in the one
roomed school built in 1884 on section 
36-13- 26, beside the cemetery. There also 
was a blacksmith shop .on the south east 
corner of the school grounds. I worked with 
my father on the farm, except for a couple 
of months. I rented the farm from Dad in 
1916, later buying it in 1919. We lived there 
until October 1964, when we moved into 
Miniota. 

Enid Sefton came to Canada with her sister, 
Mrs. Frank Gardham, Sr., in 1914from Ripon, 
Yorkshire, England. We were married in 
1916. Our family consisted of two boys and 
two girls. Bill, the oldest, married Sylvia 
McLean of Strathclair, and lives on the old 
farm. They have two girls and one boy. 
Stan married Margaret Johns of Crandall, 
and lives on the old Stubbins farm. They have 
three boys and one girl. Doreen is married 
to Larry Hunkin and lives about seven miles 
from the old farm. They have one boy and 
one girl. Marion, our youngest, married 
Robert Anderson Jr. of Decker and lives 
in Vancouver. They have two boys and one 
girl. 

My wife was Secretary of theSundaySchool 
at Arrow River for some years. She also 
taught a Stmday School class. She was an 
active member of the W.I. for maP'! years, 
as President and Secretary. 

As for myself, I worked for J. F. and 
William Tennant in Arrow River and Pope. 
stores for a short time. I also was secretary 
and treasurer for Arrow River Sunday school. 
For several years I was on the board of 
Stewards. I also served fourteen years on 
the Miniota Municipal school board. 

I am going to sign off with a verse my 
grandfather Fleming made up for me to say 
at a Christmas concert, when I was five or 
six years old: 

My name is Louis Lelond, 
I come from Golden Creek 
The people are assembled here, 
To hear this little fellow speak. 

NOTE: On October 16, 1966, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lelond were "At Home" when many of 
their friends and relatives called on the 
occasion of their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 

JOHN WILLIAM LELOND 

I, John William Lelond, the first son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Lelond, was born June 
21, 1917. I attended the Arrow River School, 
then helped my father at home, except for 
short periods while working for other farmers 
in the district. In 1941, I enlisted in the 
Arrny, but because of my health, was dis
charged. 

In the spring of 1944, I purchased the N.W. 
quarter of 25-13-26 and the S.W. quarter of 
36-13-26, from the estate of the late William 
and James Elliott. In 1957, I bought the N.E. 
quarter of 18-14- 25 (a former H. Dowell 
quarter), from Gordon Lelond. My father 
and I worked this land, plus his half section, 
which had been homesteaded by my grand
father in 1882. My son and I are the third 
and fourth generati.ons to live on this same 
location, and this farm has always supported 
a substantial herd of Shorthorn cattle since 
the early 1900's. 

On October 9, 1948, I married Sylvia 
McLean, the second daughter of Robert and 
Margaret (Pirie) McLean, of Strathclair. 
Sylvia was born August 21, 1914, took Grades 
1-11 in the. Strathclair Public School and 
Grade 12 at Newdale. She taught at Edington 
on permit, took Normal in Winnipeg, then 
taught at Russell, Arrow River, Foxwarrell 
and Shawnigan Lake, V.I., B.C., before WP. 
were married. 

We have three children: Grace Maureen, 
born August 10, 1949; Leonard Allan, born 
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November 17, 1950; and Roberta Louise, 
born April 10, 1953. They started their 
school days in Arrow River and are now 
attending Miniota Schools. They are inter
ested in sports, music and 4-H work. 

As a family, we are trying to support 
most community efforts, church, sports and 
other local organizations. 

JOHN JAMES LELOND 

by daughter, Myrtle 

John James Lelond, the eldest of a family 
of eleven born to William Lelond and Mar
garet Fleming was born at Portage la Prairie, 
June 12, 1882. That fall the family came to 
the Arrow River district and homesteaded 
on the farm later farmed by son, Louis, and 
now occupied by William Jr. 

John grew up in the old stone house and, 
when a young man, began farming for him
self on the west half of 26-13-26. In 1905 
he married Margaret Ringland. This mar: 
riage was short-lived, as she died the same 
year. 

On July 24, 1907, he married Mary Con
over, whose parents had come from Orange
ville, Ontario, in 1897, and lived in a tiny, sod 
and log shanty on the property now farmed 
by Vern Lelond. It was in this tiny house 
that the marriage vows were made. The 
ceremony was performed by Rev. R. F. 
Hunter. The wedding account reads in part 
"Miss Nellie Lelond acted as bridesmaid and 
looked charming in white silk and performed 
her duties admirably. The bridegroom was 
ably supported by Mr. Tom Conover." Also-
"The Wedding March was magnificently 
played by Miss Irene Fleming. The presents 
were both numerous and costly, which speaks 
well for the popularity of the happy couple" . 
The account also states that a" cold collation 
was provided by the parents of the bride 
to a number of guests who attended." 

John and Mary remained on his farm 
(W 26-13- 26) for forty years, with the 
exception of three years when they lived 
on his father's farm at Miniota, but during 
which time both farms were farmed. 

There were eight children born: 
Milly, who became a teacher, taught at 

Oswald and Two Creeks, and married Bob 
Cole. She predeceased her parents in 1946. 

Myrtle, also a teacher, married WesWhite 
and lives at Oak River. 

Irene, married George Cole, and resides 
in the Reeder district. 

Edith, now Mrs. Reg Decker, living in 
Calgary. 

Clifford, the only boy, farmed for a while 
south of Arrow River, and now resides at 
Duncan. H.C. His bride was Helen Enden. 

Gladys, Mrs. Olaf Nygaard, resides in the 
Reeder district. 

Muriel. Mrs. Ken Moody, lives in Calgary. 
Shirley, Mrs. Dalton Skinner, lives in Red 

Deer, Alberta. 

John was interested in horses aud often 
exhibited his team of drivers and his heavy 
draft horses at the fair. Taking part in the 
weight pulling contest, and shOWing driving 
skill by driving thr,pugh stakes were part of 
the day. His Dad had a steam outfit for 
threshing, and John looked after the sep
arator. In the very early days, he con
tracted typhoid fever from drinking slough 
water, while helping with the threshing. 

Some early memories of the old days 
include those of the harvest time. We had 
a caboose to sleep the four to six extra 
harvest helpers that had to be fed, rain or 
shine, during this busy season. It was quite 
an exciting time when the "threshing outfit" 
was moving to our place for supper. There 
was lots of activity, because this meant 
the threshing gang would be here for a period 
.of days before moving on todo some threshing 
for someone else. Cream cans of cookies 
were made ahead of time. When the steamer 
outfit was no longer used, Uncle Lou and 
Dad (John) bought an outfit between them and 
WOUld thresh for various farmers who had 
not one of their own. 

Other memories of these early days in
clude little picnic parties we had among 
neighbors for holiday treats (Mrs. Gardham 
always made "brandy snaps"); the Christmas 
day gatherings we held at Grandma and 
Grandpa Lelond's -- all the family and 
families would be present, and by the time 
everyone was fed for dinner, and dishes 
washed, it was time to start the relay for 
supper. Grandma would have huge shoulder 
scarves knitted for all her daughters and 
daughters-in-law. I don't remember what the 
children got -- but I do remember the huge 
tub of popcorn balls Aunt Hazel would have 
ready. Memories of school include walking 
(and cutting off through the field because 
we saw a load of gypsies and were afraid 
of them) being driven sometimes and later 
horse driven vans. 

In winter. many house parties were en-
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joyed. One room would be emptied and this 
would be the dancing room. Music was usually 
violin or accordion. Dad played the "fiddle" 
so along with Uncle Frank and Uncle Billy 
helped out. Those were the good old days, 
when parties were "family parties". If the 
kids got tired, they went to sleep on a bed 
somewhere. 

Mary Lelond died in 1936, after compli
cations following an appendix operation. John 
remarried in 1939 to a Mrs. Annie Hoar. 
They retired to Miniota in 1947. The farm 
was sold to Wes and Roy Lelond. On July 
31, 1962, John died of bronchial pneumonia. 
Mrs. Annie Lelond now lives at Rose Valley, 
Saskatchewan. 

Life in these early times was often dif
ficult, raising a large family, on very limited 
means took some figurirtg. Often there wasn't 
money for fruit so rhubarb or saskatoons 
was the choice, and to make money go 
farther, our underwear was made of grey 
sheeting, but having a smart mother who 
could sew and make things out of nothing, 
helped. Somehow we always made "ends 
meet". In spite of tough going, there was a 
"togetherness" in the family that sometimes 
does not exist in this present day world. 

Present 1965 descendant s of this 1907 
union number 62: 7 living children, 36 grand
children and 19 great grandchildren. 

JED (JEREMIAH JR.) LELOND 

I, Jed Lelond, am now in my 82nd year. 
I was born August 18, 1884, the second son 
of William Lelond and Margaret Fleming. 
I attended the first school in the district, 
which then stood near the cemetery. I helped 
my father on the farm until I was twenty 
eight years old. At this time I married 
Annie Louise Durrant, who had come from 
Horsham, Sussex, England, as an immigrant 
in 1911. 

My home was built the winter of 1911 and 
then moved over the cellar in the spring by 
means of an old steam engine. This Garra 
Scott engine was used for threshing and 
brush breaking also. Most of the breaking 
though, was done with horses, four being 
hitched to a brush breaker. 

We had two sons, Douglas William and 
Wilfred Fleming, and two daughters, Kathleen 
Durrant and Evelyn Margaret. Evelyn had 
a twin brother who died at birth. 

Douglas has remained on the home farm 
and Wilfrid, after serving overseas in the 
8th Army Field Regiment, settled in the 
Arrow River district also. 

Kathleen married Alfred Geib and after 
living in Miniota for some years, m~ved to 
Conquest, Sask. They raised a family of five 
boys and a girl. Eleanor, their only daugh
ter, is at present a deaconess at North 
Battleford. Fred is a druggist in Saskatoon 
and .Ji.m is .a civil engineer employed by 
DomllllOn Bndge Company. Glen is an em
ployed with the Royal Bank and Doug is 
employed in construction work. Ron, the 
baby of the family, will start to school in 
1966. 

Evelyn married Elmer Clark of Isabella. 
They have six boys and two girls. Claire 
is at home with his parents at present. 
Cliff is an accountant in Winnipeg. Bill is 
in Red Deer, Alberta. Kathie is employed 
with the Royal Bank at Hamiota. Ron is in 
high school in Miniota. Irene is in grade seven 
in Isabella. Barry is also an Isabella student 
in grade four, and Bob is five years old. 

In 1929, two nephews came from England 
to learn the art of farming. They worked 
for various farmers around the district. 
The one, Bob Durrant, returned to England, 
but the other, Jack Durrant, stayedinCanada 
and joined up for overseas service with the 
P. P. C. L. 1., later transferring to the 
Provost Corps. He returned to Canada 
farmed for a time at Bowsman, then de~ 
cided to join the Civil Service. He is at 
present stationed at Ankara, Turkey, as an 
employee of the Canadian Embassy. 

With this brief history of our family, 
I would like to add that we took an active 
part in community life at Arrow River. 
My wife was a life member of the Women's 
Missionary Society, a Women's Institute 
member, and Sunday School teacher. 

After nearly thirty years of farming, we 
moved to Miniota. In 1942, we bought the 
house owned by Mr. W. Dorward and also 
a little barn. Here, we kept two cows and 
some hens and sold milk and eggs. I also 
had a team of horses and got out dry wood 
and sold it for $2.00 a load. When George 
Grant gave up the draying business, I took 
over for a number of years, helped by Ivan 
Sparks. 

My wife and I celebrated our 50th anniver
sary April 30, 1962. We both lived to see 
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twenty five grandchildren and one great 
grandson. However, after failing in health 
for several years, my. wife passed away 
August, 1963. 

Looking back over the years, I recall 
helping to haul the stones and sand for 
the big stone house. The stone pig pen and 
granary Punt by Will Rowan on the home 
place are still in use. The creek crossing 
the farm had lots of fish in it when I was a 
boy; in fact, a bent pin or a blade of Erass 
was all the bait Jleeded to cateb fish for 
supper. Harvest time fOund ~veryone wny 
lntsy as the womenfolk cooked for the thresh
lhg gang of 20 men or so. The gang con
sisted of five or six stook teams, with field 
pitchers, and as many as nine wllgons haulinIL 
the wheat to the elevators, (if you had to 
haul very far.) It was unheard of to thresh 
train in a pile on the ground. Every bushel 
lad to be bagged. These bags were emptied 
at the elevator and used again and again. 
The lowest price I ever got for top grade 
wheat was 39~ a bushel. I remember the 
first grain dad grew was oats, teamed to 
Virden elevator and sold for 6~ a bushel 
whjch. paid for the hotel stop; the team at 
the l1very barn and a box of groceries. 

Dad's Shorthorn herd won many ribbons 
e.nd each of his six sons has a cup for a 
keepsake. 

I recall, too, many pleasant evenings spent 
.at house parties. The men played euchre if 
they didn't care to dance. We danced from 
;s.undown to four a.m., to the tune of the old 
.fIddles. Jim Tom Stubbins was one of the best 
fiddlers. Everybody brought their children to 
these parties. However, I remember once 
when I was a big boy, my dad and mother 
left us at Uncle Bill Tennant's, with their 
family, and. the two couples went to a big 
dance. A blIzzard came up, and we children 
were alone until the following afternoon. 
Uncle Bill walked home, to see that we were 
alright hours before the team caine. 

Sunday was a day of rest for staunch 
religious pioneers. I remember Mr. Palme; 
a?king my wife to save a setting of eggs for 
hIm. When we took them over to him he 
refused to accept them, because the day 'was 
Sunday. 

Looking back, I feel that the pioneers as 
I recall them, knew hard times, but I have 
many happy memories of the good times we 
made for ourselves. 

DOUGL,AS LELOND 

I, Douglas Leland, oldest son of Jed Lelond 
was born and raised in the Arrew Rive; 
district, and still reside on the home farm. 

I. did not attend school until I was seven, 
bemg transported by van, in the year 1921. 
Those vans were high, covered wagons 
drawn by horses and, in winter covered 
sleighs with stoves for warmth. Th~sewinter 
roads used to build up two or three feet 
~igh sometimes, and then a thaw would come 
m March. The horses could not travel on 
the high, narrow path, so a new trail would 
have to be made. Looking back though, our 
school days were good days with very good 
teachers. 

Although I never was good at sport I en
joyed the plays and dances, probably' every 
two weeks, to our own Arrow River orchest
ras, both new and old time music. The 
general store, run by Mr. Sinclair and clerk 
Matt Davis, pretty well took the place of a 
pool hall. Money was scarce those days 
but there always se.emed to be a little t~ 
match for drinks or chocolate bars, and the 
punchboard "pay what you pull" . Matt was our 
"banker" if we were broke. 

Boys, in my day, started taking a man's 
place quite young, especially in harvest time. 
Eleven and twelve year olds hauled sixty 
bushels of wheat to town with a team some
times girls did this work too. It m~st have 
been hectic for teachers, as itwasNovember 
before some students came to school. 

Quite a few quit school at age fourteen or 
fifteen, as I did, and drove f.our or fiv.e 
lforses in the field all summer. It is hard 
to believe now, but I was sixteen before I 
remember being farther from home than 
'Virden. That year, Bill Nankivell,Charlie 
Trout, Stewart O'Callaghan and myself spent 
three or four days at Brandon Fair and 
thought we had seen the world. 

In those years, Ford cars and radios were 
becoming quite popular.' Then came the 
great depression. There was nd money and 
wages were $15 to $25 a month with many 
driving horses and carts. The ~a1n line of 
the C.N.R. goes through our farm and in 
those depression days there were as many 
men riding the freights, both directions as 
the~e are new cars going west now on' the 
trams. 
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My brother, myself and probably one third 
of the other lads around, got on the freights 
and went to Saskatchewan or Alberta for 
harvest work. The wages for a daylight till 
dark day were from $1.50 to $2.50 for pitch
ing sheaves or stooking. You might wory 
twenty or thirty days and then home for thE 
winter. The summer of '35 I rode freights, 
leaving home May 24 for the West as far as 
Vancouver and back to Saskatchewan for 
harvest. By chance, I worked. in the Brock 
district, where I met my wife, Maude, second 
daughter of Duncan McConnell and Margaret 
(McKenzie) a former resident of the Arrow 
River district and daughter of one of our 
pioneers, Donald McKenzie. 

Maude and I have five children, Margaret, 
Elsie, Faye, Mac and Edward. The three 
girls graduated from Branden College as 
teachers. Margaret has taught at Austin, 
Shilo, Churchill, and is now at Fort Smith 
in the North-West Territories. 

Faye married Neil Campbell of Lac du 
Bonnet. Elsie married Ray Dickenson of 
Poplar Point and now resides in Brandon. 
They have two children, Douglas and Rhonda. 

Mac, after quitting school, worked for a 
short time. in the Royal Bank at Miniota, but 
likes outdoor work better. Edward is in grade 
nine in Miniota school. 

Maude and I have been and still are active 
in all phases of community activities, take 
a keen interest in politics, both beingN.D.p., 
and great believers in the cooperative move
ment. 

WILFRED FLEMING LELaND 

I, Wilfrid Lelond, the younger son of Jed 
and Louise Leland, was born in July 1915. 
With the exception of the winter of 1937, 
which I spent in the woods in Ontario, I 
lived in the Arrow River district until 
joining the 71st Bty. R.C.A., in September 
1939. I served in Italy, Belgium and Holland 
and when in England met my wife, Edna 
Mullett, who was a secretary and boarded 
with my aunt. Upon my return to Canada in 
October 1945, I took up farming on Section 
7-14-25, and in.l949 began raising registered 
Hereford cattlt::, as well as grainfarm1ng 
Later, I bought the north half of 6-14-25 
then 1-14-26. where I now live. 

We have six Children, Vicki married Ron 
Brvant and lives in Miniota. Kevin is now 

in Alberta, Sheila and David in Miniota 
High School, and Barbara and Brenda in 
MinioH:t Elementary School.·We also have one 
grand-child, Lana Louise Bryant. 

WM. M. LELOND 

Wm. M. Leland, the third sonofWm. Lelond 
was born in Arrow River on April 11th, 
1889. At the age of 18 years he took up a 
homestead at Hodgeville, Sask. His father 
bought him a team of oxen from Joe Bliss 
and shipped them out to him at Hodgeville. 
In the year 1916 he married Hazel May 
Ward. In 1918 he sold his homestead and 
returned to Arrow River with his wife and 
small son Gordon. They lived on the Antcliff 
farm, n~ owned by Wilfred Lelond until 
March, 1919 when they moved to the Boyce 
farm now owned by Norman Gurr. They 
lived'there for a year before moving to the 
Glenlochar district. In 1929 they bought the 
Angus Craig farm where they now reside. 
In 1946 Mr. Lelond retired from active 
farming when he sold his land to Frank 
Rowan, with the exception of their home and 
ten acres of land. On June 20, 1966 they 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leland have three sons and 
one daughter. Gordon lives in the Arrow 
River district and has a family of one son 
and three daughters. Murray lives at Balmer
town. Ontario. They have three daughters and 
two sons. Dorothy lives at Sioux Lookout, Ont. 
and they have two daughters and two sons. 
Kenneth resides inPortCoquitlam, B.C. They 
have six girls and one boy. 

GORDON LELOND 

Gordon Lelond is fhe oldest son of William 
Leland and was born at Morse, Saskatchewan, 
coming to this district with his parents. 

Gordon joined the Royal Canadian Artillery 
in 1939 and spent five and a half years in 
the services. While overseas, he married 
Joan Gregory of Hertfordshire, England. 
Joan and their oldest child, Judy, came to 
Canada in 1945. In 1946, Gordon, his wife 
and family of two, Judy and Terry, moved 
to the Harry Dowell farm, three miles north 
of Arrow River, where they still live. 

Daughters Joanne, born in 1949, ~nd 
Valerie, born in 1952, are presently attendmg 
Miniota Collegiate. 

Judy, now Mrs. James Hathaway of Grand-
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view, is still on the teaching staff there, and 
Terry is in Winnipeg training to be a radio 
technician. 

FRANK LELOND 

by wife, Clarinda 

Frank was the eighth child and sixth son 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Lelond. Whenaboy, 
he went to Saskatchewan to his sister, Mrs. 
Matt Wilson (Elsie). He and I (Clarinda 
Hobbs, of Williston, North Dakota) met and 
were married November 22, 1916. From this 
union nine children were born, five boys 
and four girls. 

Cecil, the eldest, served overseas from 
1940-45, and on his return married Velma 
Irvine of Crandall. He now resides in Brandon. 
They have one son, Vincent. Gertrude married 
Ray Kreuger and lived in the Arrow River 
area. There were three children, Donna 
married at Kenora, Ontario; Mervin married 
and now living in Arizona and Betty Lou. 
Gertie, now Mrs. Jack Pulford, lives at 
Lac du Bonnet. 

Adelia married Lornie Harris, at Durban, 
Manitoba. They have one son. Lynn. and one 
daughter, Ferne, both married. ila married 
Casey Zroback and has two sons, Rickie and 
Fred. Earl died in infancy. Leslie is married 
and has one son, Gary. They farm in the 
Arrow River district. 

Elmer married Thelma Dodds (formerly 
Webber), who had three children, Janet, 
Judy and Barry. They lived on the home farm 
for a few years. They now reside in Kee
watin, Ontario, and have one son, Ronald. 
Robert lived at St. Pauls, Ontario, until 
his death by car accident in Madison; Wis
consin, December 18,1955. Hazel Marie mar
ried Ken Robinson and has four sons. They 
live in Vancouver, B.C. 

In 1917 we moved back to Miniota, where 
Frank worked for brother John. We lived at 
the Bill Elliott farm, west half of 23-13-
26. We then rented land from Tennants and 
lived in the stone house east of Arrow River, 
also rented and lived on the Bill Sutherland 
farm, prior to buying the farm one mile 
south of Arrow River, south east quarter 
of 30-13-25, now owned by Francis Watters. 
We did mixed farming until 1952, when we 
were forced by sickness to rent the farm to 
Elmer. Frank was one of the custom thresh
ers of the district, being one of the last 
thresher men to go out doing this type of 

work. Following cancer treatments and a 
lengthy illness, Frank passed away at our 
son Bob's home in Ontario May 14, 1953. 
He was laid to rest in the Arrow River 
cemetery. 

As a family, we took part in community 
activities and musical entertainment, with 
all members taking part in festival work. 
Frank helped supply free music on a good 
many occasions and soldier's farewells. He 
always gave a helping hand when called 
upon, donating time, implements and horse
power in building community hall and rink. 
His motto was "Never say 'no' when you can 
say 'yes' ". I now live in Vancouver, B.C. 

Momento -- Due to Hazel Marie, the Lelond 
name was on the school register for 75 
consecutive years. 

LES LELOND 

I, Leslie Leroy, 6th child of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Lelond was P9rn at M'iniota, 
got my schOoling in Arrow River, worked 
at home and various places in the district 
and Hamiota area until. ioining the army 
in 1944, spending most of the time in East
ern Canada. On May 10th, 1945, while in 
the service I married Thelma Godboldform
erly of Neepawa, also in the army, serving 
in Eastern and Western Canada until dis
charged in October 1945. I received my dis
charge in April 1946. 

We rented land in partnership with Elmer 
on the W 1/432-13-25 owned by J. Fleming. 
Then I worked for a year for Chas. Dawley 
who was renting Fleming land. We lived in 
three rooms of the same house as thP 
Dawleys, situated on the SE 1/423-13-26 -
better known as the· "Big Fleming House" 
with its 29 doors and 34 windows). Bill 
Trout had offered to sell us his farm and 
while waiting on V.L.A. proceedings, lived 
in the John Lelond buildings until November 
1948, when we made our last move, having 
boue:ht "HomA" the SE 1/4 23-13- 26 and SW 
1/4 24-13-26. In 1952 we bought the S 1/2 
25-13-26 trom Jack Stowe. We also own a 
half section in the Woodworth municipality. 
We do mixed grain and stock farming and 
since 1962 are establishing a registered 
Poll Hereford herd. 

We lost two sons at birth, the first May 
27th, 1946, and the second July 25th, 1948. 
We have one son Gary Leroy born October 
8th, 1949, attended elementary school in 
Arrow River, then to Miniota Collegiate 
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taking Gr. XII this year. He is active in 
school activities, festival work, 4-H com
petitions, being a Gold Watch Award winner 
in 1966, and he enjoys most sports. 

Thelma is presently employed at the Mun
icipal ~fice in Miniota. 

I am the only one of our family remaining 
in the district. I guess you could say the rest 
have all "Flew the Coop" and I'm the only 
rooster left holding the bag. 

MR. AND MRS. ALBERT LELOND 

by Audrey Delaney 

Albert Lelond was born August 1st, 1871 
in the 10th concession of Howick, Bruce 
County, Ontario. His parents were Jeremiah 
Lelond and Mary Downey. Albert was one of 
8 children and they moved with their parents 
to Manitoba in 1882. They came via Duluth 
by boat and train to Portage la Prairie 
then to Alexander which was the end of the 
track. From Alexander they came to Hall's 
Bridge where they crossed by ferry, then on 
to Arrow River to Donald MacKenzies. They 
hOmesteaded 5 miles west of Jerry O'Cal
laghan. Jeramiah homesteaded one quarter 
of section 13-26 and pre-empted another 
quarter till Albert was old enough to home o 

stead it. Jeremiah died at the age of 73 
and Mary also died at the age of 73. They 
are both buried iIi the Arrow River cemeterv. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ab Leland. 

In 1900 at the age of 29 Albert married 
Lotta Boyce. They raised 7 children. Albert, 
the oldest son farmed first in Hodgeville, 
Sask. then homesteaded in the Peace River 
district and lived there until 1963 when he 
moved to Calgary. He is married but has 
no children. Ethel, the eldest daughter taught 
school in Calder, Saslc. where she married 
Wm. Becker. They farmed until 1962 when 
they sold their farm and moved to Yorkton, 
Sask. They have 3 boys and 1 girl. Herbert 
operated a bakery at Whitehorse for some 
time but now reside!' at Brooka.. Alberta. 
He is married and has one son. Homer mar
ried Florence Wallace and farms at Arrow 
River. They have one son and one daughter. 
Edgar lived at Rocky Mountain House 
for some time but now resides at Brooks, 
Alberta. He is married and has five girls 
and one boy. Lillian married Joseph Becker 
and farms at Calder, Sask. They have two 
boys and two girls. Boyce worked at Ati
kokan, Ont. for some years but is now a 
diesel mechanic in Regina. He is married 
and has I girl and 2 boys. 

Lotta died in 1916. 

On .January 19th, 1921 Albert married 
Kathleen Durant of Horsham, Sussex, Eng
land. They were married in the old Conway 
house which was then the home of Wm. and 
Clara Mossop. They have I daughter, Audrey, 
married to Douglas Delaney, an auctioneer 
and they have three daughters. 

About 1926 Albert bought the Miniota Hotel 
from E. Gee and sold it about 1939 and re
tired. In October 1954 they moved to Win
nipeg. Albert died on March 2nd, 1963 in 
the Princess Elizabeth Hospital at the age 
of 91. Mrs. Lelond made her home with 
her daughter Audrey in Winnipeg until her 
death on Jan. 2, 1967 at the age of 87 years. 

Audrey remembers her father telling her 
about the times he used to take grain to 
Birtle and it would take him a day to go 
and a day to come. They would walk most 
of the way as it was less work for the oxen. 
They would stop off at Bill Hodnett's house 
for a meal. One time when the family had 
run out of potatoes he and his father went 
about five miles to a neighbors to get some 
and because they had lost time and track 
of days, they found out it was Sunday. His 
father, being a religious man, wouldn't take 
the potatoes that day but came back another 
day to get them. 
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HOMER LELOND 

I, Florence Lelond, the fourth daughter 
of Mrs. Bruce Wallace, was educated at 
Isabella, Blaris and Arrow River schools. 
I married Homer Lelond, third son of Albert 
Lelond, of Miniota, Manitoba. We were 
married October 22, 1936, and made our 
home on the farm, section 8-14-25. 

Our son, Wallace Claire, was born in 
October, 1937. He married Elaine Stevens, 
of Brandon, and still resides in that city, 
being employed by the Western Concrete 
Company. They have one son. 

Christine Ann, our daughter, was born 
in December, 1940. "Chris" attended Busi
ness College in Brandon and married Bill 
Medd, of that city. They have three children, 
a daughter and two sons. They now live at 
Killarney. 

In the 30 years that Homer and I have 
lived on the farm, there have been many 
changes. We began farming with horses, 
then about 1940 we bought a tractor. Gradu
ally the horses were disposed of, which was 

the trend of the times. We still keep a 
herd of cattle. Homer was born on a farm 
and, with the exception of the years 1928-9, 
when he had a barber shop and pool hall 
in Arrow River, he has done farm work, 
mostly in the Arrow River community. I 
could write pages about the sport, espec
ially ball games, the plays and the many 
wonderful times we had at Arrow River, 
accounts of which will be found under the 
various headings. 

JEREMIAH THOMAS LELOND 

Tom Lelond, born in Huron County, Ont
ario, in 1875, came west at the age of six, 
with his parents in 1881. The family made 
their homestead on SW 33-13- 26, the present 
farm of Oswald Blaich. 

Within a few years, with his team" of oxen, 
and his plow, Tom started farming on his 
own on NE 27-13-26. For a time, he was a 
"steamer thresher" and owned one of the 
first Red River Special Threshing Machines. 
In the late 20' sand 30' s, it was replaced 
by more modern equipment. 

Tom was engaged largely in grain and 

J. F. Lelond Family 
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livestock farming. The winter seasons saw 
much wheat hauling to Virden, and the 
bringing back of "grist" with the use of 
two sleighs and teams, one driven, the other 
led. For a time he was hired with a team 
and scraper in building the C.P.R. from 
Hamiota to Miniota. 

Tom Lelond was active in community 
sports, and enjoyed some lacrosse, but 
largely football and curling. 

In January, 1903, Tom Lelond, of the town 
of Arrow River, in the county of Shoal 
Lake (as the marriage certificate reads) 
married Rosa May Boyce of Miniota, at 
Virden, with F. W. Locke, of the Methodist 
church officiating. The couple was blessed 
with nine Children, eight boys and one girl-
Roy, Wesley, Vernon, Russell, Norman and 
Joyce. Baby Orville died in infancy, and 
another son, Lyall, was killed in service 
in April, 1945. 

Working together as a family unit, the 
Lelonds entered fairs and took prizes with 
their pure-bred "Red Poll" cattle. At the 
peak of his farming, Thomas Lelond owned 
100 head of cattle and 25 horses. In 1917 
the family purchased their first car, an 
"Overland" model. 

In 1905, Tom added to his original quarter 
section of land and purchased SW 27 -13- 26 
from the C.P.R. Company. In 1913 he pur
chased SE 27 -13- 26 from T. E. Conove r. 

Tom remained on his original farm until 
his death in 1947, His wife Rosa, moved 
into the town of Miniota and purchased the 
present Pat Dales home where she lived 
for some years alone. Prior to her.death 
in 1961, Rosa Lelond lived in Virden, in a 
nursing home. 

ROY AND WES LELOND 

Roy and Wes Lelond spent so much of 
their time together, that to tell of one, 
with a few exceptions, is to tell of the 
other. Sons of the late Tom and Rosa 
Lelond, Roy the eldest was born on August 
7th, 1904 and Wes on August 27th, 1908. A 
brother, Russell, now lives on the farm 
which belonged to Mr. Lelond, and on which 
the family was brought up. 

Until a sister arrived in 1926, the family 
included seven boys. Each took his turn 
at household duties until he was old enough 
to help with outside chores. The two older 

boys received their early schooling at Glen
lochar, where they also attended church and 
Sunday school. Following grade eight they 
went to Arrow River school and became 
part of that community. 

During those years young people's activ
ities were many. The boys found themselves 
taking part in a number of these. Wes, 
especially, was fond of sports and played 
with the Arrow River hockey and ball teams. 
Skating, often on the sloughs, was a favorite 
pastime. Roy was a member of the local 
orchestra, playing the violin. As members 
of the Dramatic Society they took part in a 
number of plays. 

In 1930, the beginning year of the "dirty 
thirties", Roy and Wes left to find employ
ment at Sovereign, Saskatchewan. $50.00 per 
month and $6.00 per day for the harvest 
season was the going wage, but as half of 
his employer's crop had "gone with the 
wind" Wes consented to take $60.00 a month 
for harvest. 

After spending the next few years at 
various places in the west, the boys returned 
home and decided to farm on their own. 
For the next three years they rented the 
former J. Elliot farm, west of Arrow River. 
During this time they remained at home, 
except for two winters which they spent 
together looking after cattle on their rented 
farm. They bought the land at the end of this 
time and operated as Lelond Bros. 

In 1938 Roy married Jean Henderson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Henderson 
of Miniota. Although farm life was new to 
her, Jean did remarkably well and enjoyed 
gardening, canning, raising chickens, etc. 

Roy and Wes Lelond Families. 
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was blest by the arrival of two 
chosen daughters: Iris, who became' a nurse 
and is now Mrs. Wayne Powell, presently 
living in Rivers and Linda, who graduated 
from Success Business College and is dOing 
secretarial work. 

Four years later Wes married Ruth Gibbon, 
also of Miniota. The large two- story house 
in which the Elliotts had lived was torn 
down and a new home built on the same 
site. They have two girls: Lois, a 1966 
graduate of Brandon General Hospital; and 
Joan, who is presently taking Third Year 
Home Economics at the University of Man
itoba. 

Two families living in the same yard 
presented some problems, but memories of 
those first years are happy ones. Spare 
time was spent taking part in community 
activities. 

After his marriage, Roy joined the Ang
lican Church, and with his family attended 
Holy Trinity Church, where Jean had been, 
and continued to be organist. Wes and Ruth 
were members of the United Church at 
Arrow River, and later at Miniota. 

In 1950' Roy moved his house to Miniota, 
but continued to farm at Arrow River. He 
was a member of the Community Centre 
Board and enjoyed community activities, 
such as curling. For several years Roy 
as drawmaster, was a busy man at bonspiel 
time. 

Following an illness of several months 
Jean passed away in her 50th year, on Nov
ember 23rd, 1961. Two months later Roy 
died suddenly on a Sunday morning in 1962, 
leaving his daughters alone. Wes and Ruth 
and girls left their home and came to live 
with Iris and Linda on the day of their 
father's death. Now a family of six, the 
sorrow of losing loved ones was shared, 
as were happy times which followed. 

The time spent in Miniota has been busy 
and happy. Wes has carried on the saw
sharpening business started by Roy and is 
still engaged in farming at Arrow River. 

VERN LELOND 

Vern Lelond was born on April 1, 1912 in 
Miniota. He lived and worked most of his 
lifetime in Manitoba. In 1934 and 1935 he 
rode freight trains over Western Canada 
helping with harvest in Saskatchewan and 

Alberta. From 1945 to 1959 he travelled 
over much of Canada and U.S.A. during the 
winter months, spending three mcmths in 
California. He has had many plane trips, from 
two passenger to 134 passenger jets. He 
batched on his farm for ten years. 

On May 9, 1959 he married Edna Kostuk 
at Balgonie, Sask. Edna had worked from 
1942 to 1947 in WeIland Chemical Works 
at Welland, Ontario, and at Rogers Majestic 
Radio in Toronto. She returned to Saskat
chewan in 1947, and was employed as house
keeper at various points in Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba. 

Vern and Edna have three children; Dale 
Ann, adopted in 1961, who was born February 
12, 1946 at Niagara Falls; Aura Louise, 
born June 11, 1960 at Hamiota and Robert 
Vern born December 4, 1961. 

Vern was associated with the 12th Manitoba 
Dragoons from 1960-64, driving truck~tanks 
etc. In 1965 he was with the 26th Field 
Artillery on 105 mm. howitzer guns. 

RUSSEL LELOND 

by R. Lelond 

Russell was born on December 20, 1918 
in Miniota. He was raised on his father's 
farm, attended school at Glenlochar for two 
years, Arrow River to Grade XI, and at 
Miniota for Grade XII. 

He served five years in the services in 
World War I, three and one-half of them 
on overseas duty. 

After the war he married Olive Joy Cow
ling on May 14, 1948, and took up farming 
on- his father's farm, which he later bought. 
Joy was raised on her father's farm in the 
Crandall District. She attended Crandall 
School to Grade XI, took Grade XII at 
Hamiota, then Business College in Brandon, 
where she worked for several years. 

Russ and Joy have three children: Shona 
Marie, born November 16, 1948; Donna 
Lynn, born September 23, 1951 and Dennis 
Ward, born May 30, 1953. Shona is at present 
attending Manitoba University (1966-67 
term), and Donna and Dennis attend Miniota 
School. 

Both Russ and Joy have been active in 
Sports throughout their lives. Russ has served 
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almost continually on various committees 
and boards in community affairs. He was 
also Superintendent of the Miniota United 
Church Sunday School for two terms. He 
was one of the main instigators of the new 
$40,000 Miniota Rink built in 1965-66, which 
in later stages became a Centennial Project. 

NORMAN LELOND 

Norman was born on September 26, 1924 
in the Miniota Hospital. He attended Arrow 
River School until the age of eighteen, while 
living on his parents' farm three and one
half miles from Arrow River. He spent 
the majority of his boyhood on this farm. 
He was one of a family of seven boys and 
one girl. His brothers were: Roy, Wes, 
Vernon, Lyall (killed overseas), Orville and 
Russell and one sister, Joyce. His parents 
were Thomas Lelond and Rose Lelond. 

His first job was farm labour around the 
district of Hamiota. From there.he proceeded 
to The Pas and then to Churchill, where he 
was employed as a truck driver at the 
building of the new naval bas~. built at 
Churchill. Following jobs were that of 
freight hauling on the northern lakes, more 
farming and then as a cat-skinner on cat
terpillars on road construction and in the oil 
fields. Finally he worked as a diesal mech
anic for the John Deere and International 
Companies. 

Norman married Mary Anne Koch, the 
daughter of Michael and Stephonie Koch, who 
then owned the cafe and hotel in Miniota. 
Mary Anne Koch was born in Brooklyn, New 
York on August 15, 1934. The marriage 
took place in the Birtle manse on August 
15, 1952. They have three children -- Ar
lene Elaine born November 27, 1955 and 
twins (boy and girl) Brian James and Cheri 
Christine on July 5, 1957. They reside 
in a house built by Norman in Miniota on 
Louise Avenue. 

OMER LEMIEUX 

by Mrs. Lemieux 

Omer was born in Somerset, Manitoba, 
and I was born at St. Leon, Man. We were 
married in July 1943, and have made our 
home in several places before coming to 
Arrow River from Ninette, where we farmed 
on the shores of Pelican Lake. 

I well remember moving here, in April 
1956, as the road restrictions were on and 
the river was flooding. Our cattle were here 
a week before we could move. Our youngest 
child, Mona, was a year old when we came. 
At time of writing Kenneth is twenty two 
and employed at Rocanville, Sask., Claude, 
nineteen, is attending Miniota Collegiate; 
Romeo, seventeen, is in grade eleven, also 
studying piano at Somerset Collegiate; Ger
rard, fourteen, is in grade seven at Miniota; 
and Mona, twelve years old, is in grade six 
at Arrow River. 

As we are of the Roman Catholic faith, 
our closest church has been Birtle or Virden. 
For religiOUS training and the study of 
French, our boys Claude, Kenneth and Romeo, 
have attended Juniorat College, Winnipeg, 
and Somerset Collegiate, with Kenneth also 
spending a year at Gravelbourg, Sask. in 
school. They were fortunate to receive 
several bursaries from a Miss Provencher. 
Quebec. and the Knights of Columbus Lodge. 

Our only social interest and something 
that Omer and I will never forget, is the 
three years spent in the square dancing 
clubs of Beulah, Isabella and Birtle. The 
big night was always the Square Dance 
Jamboree, when all the clubs for miles 
around joined together for an evening. A 
touch of humor was always added with 
badges, "I'm a Nut" badges were given 
to any square dance set coming over one 
hundred miles. 

As for farming at Arrow River, we have 
had some good crops and have always ap
preciated the wild raspberries and hawthorn 
on the farm. In 1961 and 1962, Omer was 
able to cut hay in the "muskeg", as it 
was so dry that it had cracks across it two 
or three inches wide. 

We are still living on the farm owned by 
Mrs. William Sutherland of Winnipeg. 

THE LIND SA Y F AMIL Y 

On February 20th, 1882 Mr. W. M. Lindsay 
booked his passage for Canada. At this time 
Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay were Governor and 
Matron of the Combination Pan House of 
Dundee. 

He left Scotland without his family, and if 
all went well they were to follow in two 
years time. When Mr. Lindsay reached 
Winnipeg he hired out to a farmer. Mrs. 
Lindsay didn't hear from him until sM 
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landed in Winnipeg two years later with 
their sons, William and Alexander, seven
teen and fifteen. She helped with meals in 
a boarding house, found out where her hus
band was and sent word that they had arrived. 
He came to meet them, and went to the 
boarding house, sat down and had his dinner. 
They did not recognize him as he had grown 
a beard. Bill and Sandy were greatly taken 
with the oxen and surprised to see them 
lie down with the harness on. There were 
tents, Indians and their dogs everywhere. 

A few days later they bought a team of 
oxen and a Red River cart, packed as 
much as possible in thel1Cart, and started out 
on their long journey with the other pion
eers across the open prairies. At times they 
would cross an Indian trail and there were 
many buffalo paths. Itwasaveryhotsummer, 
with only slough water to drink. Many times 
their wagons would sink in . the mud and 
they would have to unlead, pull it out and 
load up again. They reached Branden, rested 
a few days, and started out again, geing as 
far as Virden, then on West. When they 
landed in the Two Creeks District they 
settled twenty-seven miles north west of 
Virden near two ravines, with enough wood 
to last for years. Mrs. Lindsay walked 
behind the ox- cart from Brandon to the 
present Benvie Farm in the Wynona Dis
trict, Miniota Municipality. 

They lived in a tent the first summer 
and ·the storms were terrible. Sometimes 
the lightning was a continual blaze all night. 
There were many mosqUitoes, and every 
night Mrs. Lindsay had to take snakes out 
of the beds. There were snakes everywhere. 
In one of the ravines close to where the 
Struthers family lived, the snakes were 
in coils on the north bank, basking in the 
sun and ropes of them hanging from the 
trees. Snake Hill is still there, but is mostly 
shale now. 

The first year the boys took turns working 
on the C. P. R. track from Red J.acket 
to Moosomin. They would walk seventeen 
miles to Elkhorn to catch the work train, 
walk home again for the weekend and back 
again to work. That fall they built a house 
with thatched roof, log walls and floor of 
earth. 

The next year they went back to the 
C.P .R. and received 90y per day, 30y for 
board. The food was salt pork kept in 
barrels outside the tent, hard dry bread 
and syrup, but they enjoyed it after a hard 
days work in the blistering sun. The winter 
was cold and they slept on a draughty 

box car floor, the blankets often frozen 
around their faces. When the boys came 
home for the weekend they would buy pro
visions from McLeod's tent in Elkhorn, 
(grandparents of John Thompson). They only 
bought the necessities; sugar, oatmeal, salt 
etc., as they had to carry it 17 miles on 
their backs. 

In 1886 after the hardships of winter, 
there were prospects of a good crop. They 
ploughed land for a small field and garden) 
and sowed the seed. They bought a cow 
and a few implements from Birtle. That was 
a hard summer with not much to live on 
and hard work to do. They had to walk to 
Birtle or Elkhorn for supplies. One neighbor 
would join another and they would all walk 
together. Fall came early with a heavy frost 
and all was frozen. The boys had to go 
back to the track for another winter. Mrs. 
Lindsay found the winter cold and lonely 
as for weeks she didn't see a neighbor. 

In the spring of 1887 the prairies were 
mauve with crocus; ravens and crows were 
everywhere, and the ravines were running 
full of water. More neighbors moved in; 
the Rennies, Stewarts and Thompsons. They 
.all helped each other, and that year they 
harvested a bit of crop, had a few turnips 
and potatoes so were able to carryon. 

The spring of 1888 was wet, and the land 
had to be "scrubbed" and broken, using 
oxen. The mosquitoes were worse than be
fore. The oxen would take off for a slough 
and often refuse to move. One day Sandy 
was trying to move them out of a slough, 
and he expressed his feelings out loud. 
Looking around he saw the minister following 
him down the furrow. He just explained 
"you had to air your thoughts or you would 
never drive oxen". They started to haul 
stone with oxen for a new house. The stones 
were beautifully split and the corners per
fect. Mr. Haney (Mr. Pete McPherson's 
uncle) did the carpenter work. 

Mrs. Lindsay was kept busy with her gar
den, picked hops, which she used for bread, 
picked wild fruit, made all the clothes by 
hand, helped clear bush and worst of all 
fought prairie fires. The fires would come 
from McAuley across the plains and through 
the ravines from the north; from Manson 
on the west or from Elkhorn across the 
flats. Nothing could keep ahead of the fire, 
and many foxes, wolves, rabbits and deer 
were burned. Everyone had fire guards around 
their homes and crops, and manyoldfurrows 
can still be found in the pastures. In the 
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summer of 1888 a terrible prairie fire came 
from Elkhorn and swept north over the 
plains. The men fought the fire for two days, 
coming home at different times for rest 
and meals. Mrs. Lindsay carried water and 
food to the men, and they managed to save 
the building by backfiring. That year the crop 
turned out well. They had a few bushels to 
sell and hauled it out with oxen in the winter. 

The men had to carry plough shares 011 
their baCks to Birtle to be sharpened. Sandy 
would start out in the morning, ford tht, 
river where the old M~niota bridge later 
stood. He would walk to BIrtle in a day and 
home again at night. One night while walking 
home he saw a black object coming to
wards him. and wondered whether to con
tinue or turn back; when it came close it 
turned out to be a black pig. 

In the spring of 1900 Sandy and his father 
took the team and demo·::rat to the RIding 
Mountains and brought back a load of spruce 
trees. They were planted, and most of them 
lived to make a grove of thirty trees. 

Later gardens were dug and flowers 
planted. All this was done after a hard 
days work in the fields. Mr. Lindsay had 
a herd of purebred Shorthorn cattle which 
were fattened by feeding them turnips and 
chop. 

People began moving in, and there were 
more visitors. Reynolds, Rowans, Caldwells, 
Boyces and Reverend Hodnett were some of 
the neighbors. Many young men were brought 
out to this country by the Lindsays. They 
would send these men their fare, and when 
they came they would work it out. Ernest 
Bowles, John Sandall, Charlie Banning, Jack 
Anderson, Wm. McGarvie and Wm. Ander
son were some that came. Mr. Lindsay 
bought an organ, and would sit in the twi
light and play Scotch music, and many of 
the boys joined in the Singing. Mr. Bowles 
spent many evenings playing. Sandy Lindsay, 
as a young man, had a lovely voice and 
took part in the concerts at Parkissimo, 
Glenlochar and the Scotch concerts at Elk
horn. One sport enjoyed was curling. They 
would curl on the sloughs and sometimes 
walk to Elkhorn to have a game there. 

In the early days crops often had to be 
left in stook through the winter because of 
poor fall weather and lack of machinery. 
Mr. Waldie and Mr. Marshall (Percy Watts' 

uncle) bought a machine and did the threshing 
with the help of the neighbors. 

William Lindsay, son of W. M. Lindsay 
was born in 1865. He married, and after 
his father's death took over the homestead. 
He was a trustee of Wynona School, which 
was built in 1900. He was also trustee in 
the Miniota Municipal School District 
from 1920-1942. When the Miniota School 
was built he donated shrubs, trees and 
plants to help beautify the grounds, and he 
spent many hours working among them. 
He was a member of the Miniota Masonic 
Lodge. 

Mr. Lindsay's home was his pride, and he 
spent much time improving it. Roses were 
his specialty. He also raised peacocks. His 
beautiful yard and flower gardens were known 
throughout the district, and many bouquets 
were given to the Miniota Hospital and shut
ins. 

"His garden was a special one of 
flowers bright and fair, 

Because they were the blossoms of 
devotion, love and care." 

Mr. Lindsay's health broke and he spent 
some time in the Brandon Hospital. From 
there he spent his latter days with his wife 
in Binscarth at the home of his niece, Mabel. 
He passed away in 1955. 

Alexander Wylie Lindsay was born in 
1867 at Kirkinner, Wigtownshire, Scotland, 
youngest son of W. M.Lindsay. He married 
Margeret McCheyne in 1897. They lived on 
his homestead by the Wynona School. They 
had one daughter, Mabel. 

Many picnics were given at their home 
for the school chlldren. In 1937 their heuse 
was burned and they moved to Mil'liota. 
Mrs. Lindsay passed away in 1944. 

Mr. Lindsay was a member of the Min
iota Masonic Lodge~ He passed away in 
1953. 

The Lindsay homestead had been left by 
W. Lindsay to his niece Mabel (Mrs. Doug
las Beattie), and was sold to C. N. Hod
gins in 1964. 

Mrs. Douglas Beattie (Mabel Lindsay) 
passed away in 1965. 
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THOMAS MONROE LITTLEJOHN 

Thomas Monroe Littlejohn lived in Ford
wich, Ontario. After spending about three 
years in the Arrow River district,. Cath
erine Hyndman returned to OntarlO and 
married Thomas Littlejohn. Coming west, 
they lived with Mrs. Littlejohn's brother, 
William Hyndman, for a year. Then, the 
local carpenter, Jim Murray, built the house 
still standing on the old farm. There were 
two son, George and Spence, both of whom 
attended Arrow River School. 

George taught school for a time at Hilton, 
then got married. He and his wife moved 
to Davenport, Iowa, where they both trained 
as chiropractors. George served overseas, 
during the Second World War, in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, then returned to Vir
den. After practicing for a time there, he 
moved to Chilliwack, B.C., where he passed 
away suddenly. 

Spence, the second son, has spent much 
of his life in the Arrow River district. He 
attended University in Winnipeg. Later he 
married Barbara Wallace of Arrow River. 
Spence served overseas, also intheR.C.A.F. 
and is still farming in the Arrow River 
district. 

Mr. Littlejohn Sr. phssed away May 4, 
1917, but his wife remained on the farm . 

. William Edward Dayton, from U.S.A. mar
ried Mrs. Catherine Littlejohn and they lived 
on the farm until Oct. 15, 1952, when Mr. 
Dayton passed away after a lengthy illness. 
He was a conscientious, kindly man in his 
home and community, always willing to lend 
a helping hand when necessary. 

Mrs. Dayton was very active in the com
munitv. Shf! served as president and sec
retary of the local W .M.S., of which she 
was a life member, and was~secretary of the 
local hall board for 14 years. In the W.I., 
Mrs. Dayton will long be remembered for 
her appreciation of Irish jokes and a good 
laugh. She wasW.I. treasurerfor some years. 

Alter Mr. Dayton's death, Spence, who 
farmed nearby, took over the Dayton farm 
also, but Mrs. Dayton remained on the 
farm. She spent quite a few winters in 
Ontario and B.C. In 1965, Mrs. Dayton 
retired to Hamiota. 

Spence Littlejohn and his wife, Barbara, 
had two sons, Ronald Edward and James 

Lyle, and one daughter, Catherine Isobel. 
The family attended Arrow River school for 
much of their education, except for the 
years which they spent in Crandall. Ronald 
spent a short time permit teaching near 
Morden, Manitoba, and then began a suc
cessful career of teaching in the St. James 
Winnipeg area. He achieved his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1964. At present, 1966, 
Ronald is teaching in the Golden Gate school 
in St. James. He is married, his wife 
being Joyce Bertnick of Dauphin, Manitoba. 
They have one son, Ronald Brent. 

Lyle Littlejohn entered the Royal Bank 
of Canada in Miniota in August, 1954, when 
he was barely 17 years of age. He was 
moved to Winnipeg and after serving as a 
bank inspector for the past two and one 
half years, Lyle is now (Jan. 1966) an 
Assistant Staff Officer in the main branch 
of the Royal Bank in Winnipeg. He married 
Margaret Scarth of Isabella, and they have 
two children, David Bruce and James Ian. 

Catherine, after attending high school, also 
entered the Royal Bank in Miniota and later 
worked in the bank in Souris. She married 
Robert Peel of Miniota and at present their 
home is in Reston, where Bob is manager 
of the Royalite station. They have three 
Children, Brian James, Robert Craig and 
Laurie Dawn. 

N.E.LOCKHART 

This is the history of .,Nels and Agnes 
Lockhart who were married Oct. 9, 1918 
in Winnipeg. Agnes McWhirter was born 
in Wanlock, Illinois August 1899, moving to 
Manitoba when she was 11 years old. Her 
family came to settle in the Ravine district 
(near Lenore). Agnes is the third youngest 
of twelve. She attended Ravine School. 

Nelson was born in the Earl District, 
near Lenore, 'in May 1894 and had 3 brothers 
and one sister. He received his education 
at Earl School. 

Agnes and Nels were married in 1918 
and went to Moline, Illinois, U.S.A. for 
the winter. Nels was employed in an Im
plement Machine shop. Due to homesickness 
they returned home to Lenore. The next 
fall an uncle at Kamsack, Sask. needed help 
with harvest so they moved up there and 
spent the next five years in that district. 
Nels was employed as C.N.R. fireman part
time and garage work. He made many runs 
out of Kamsack and received his papers 
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as fireman on the steamer. Times were 
hard and money was scarce. An infant 
daughter Kathrine was born at Kamsack and 
died at the age of 5 months due to dysentry, 
that was caused from poor drinking water 
in that town. A second daughter, Evelyn, 
was born May, 1923. In August 1923 the 
family moved to Arrow River, getting rooms 
in Mrs. Wallace's house. The next year 
they built a two room house on the north 
side of the tracks, later moving it to its 
present location. 

A son, Vernon Nelson, was born December, 
1924, one of th e coldest winters on record. 
In 1923, Nels collected cream by truck in 
summer and by van and horses during 
the winter, at the cost of 15y per can. In 
1926 Nels went into the garage business, 
gas Bowser and Case agency and later Cock
shutt. Many a hungry customer appeared at 
the Lockhart dinner table while waiting on 
their vehicles to be repaired. After the 
war, Don and Bill Carnegie bought the 
business, tools and shop, moving the building 
to Beulah. Nels then built another imple
ment shop for his own use, still retaining 
the Cockshutt Agency for a time, gas and 
twine. 

He has done a lot of road gravelling, owning 
two trucks. He worked on The Good Roads 
at Lenore, McConnell and Hall's Bridge. 
Two of his outstanding truck drivers were 
George Maw and Bob Doole. In later years 
he and his son Vernon carried on gravel
ling and hauling grain from surrounding 
farmers. At that time farmers did not 
own trucks and only hauled with horses, so 
at harvest time, especially, they were busy 
people. He was one of the first to have a 
grain auger which eliminated much of the 
shovelling of grain, also on e of the first 
around these parts to have a truck with a 
dump that also was a great back saver. 
In 1952 he had the misfortune to get an arm 
tangled up in a grain auger and to this day 
has a steel plate in his right arm. 

He also farms and has bought and sold two 
different pieces of land and now rents. His 
love for horses and cattle has always per
sisted and now some of his dreams are 
realized as he farms and looks after his 
stock. 

Their two children are married, Evelyn 
to Norman Mooney at Woodnorth with three 
boys and Vernon to Ivy Richardson. 

VERNON LOCKHART 

Vernon was born in 1924 in Arrow River, 
receiving all his education in the Arrow 
River School. Vernon was always very fond 
of farming and particularily interested in 
horses, but garage work was not his idea 
of making a living. While he was growing 
up he spent many weekends and holidays 
with surrounding farmers as long as there 
was a horse to be looked after. At the age 
of fourteen he drove an eight horse team 
for Bill Attwoods' where he spent his summer 
holidays. 

He helped his dad during the summer and 
fall driving the gravel truck and hauling 
grain. From an early age the truck never 
went far without him as a passenger or 
driver. 

Before Vernon was eighteen years old 
he joined up in the Royal Canadian Artil
lery in Oct. 1943, training in Prince Edward 
Island and Nova Scotia, and left for over
seas July 1944. After arriving in England 

~." 

Wilda Lockhart, age 16 years. 
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he took two weeks training and then Em to 
France August 1944. He was taken prisoner 
of war September 13, 1944 and was taken 
to Dunkirk JaiL Vernon was "Missing in 
Action" for 7 menths and then- was re
leased through exchange of pris0ners. He 
came h(}me in May 1945 and received his 
discharge July 1945. 

In December 1946 The Federal Grain 
Ltd. hired Vernon as a grain buyer in Arrow 
Fiver. The retiringbuYer,"Mr. Russell Lynch, 
helped that winter and by spring Vernon 
was on his own. In June 1948 Vernon mar
ried Ivy Richardson, oldest daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Richards0n ef Miniota. 
They were married in the 4\nglican Church 
in NtirUeta, Rev. Oldfield officiated. They 
r~side in the Federal h(}use in Arrow River 
wllich had recently been bought from Myrtle 
Wiggins. " 

In April 1949 their daughter Wilda Jane 
was born in Miniota Nursing Home with 
Dr. Chalmers physician and Mrs. Chalmers 
as nurse. 

In 1950 they bought a farm north of town, 
the west half of 12-14-26 from N. E. Lock
hart through Veterans Land Act, so along 
with the elevator, he and his dad did some 
farming and raised a few livestock. In 1954 
a son' Nelson Arthur was born in Virden 
Hospital, Dr. Harris as physician. 

In 1958 another job of caretaking the 
Arrow River school was taken on by Vernon 
and Ivy and this lasted for 8 years until 
the school was closed. In 1961 Murray 
Vernon was born in Hamiota Hospital, Dr. 
E. Hudson as physician. 

Vernon bought land in 1963 from Mrs. 
J. F. Tennant, the south west quarter 31-
13-25. This is practically in town so made 
it much handier to handle stock in the 
winter time. 

Tragedy struck our home October 1965 
when Wilda Jane was killed in a car ac
cident. Our hearts have been twisted with 
pain since. It's hard to believe that one 
minute you have something very precious 
and the next to have lost it. 

Wilda was a typical teenager of 16 years. 
She loved to dance, have fun and be with a 
crowd, but she also was a very concien
tious student at school and took part in most 
school activities. Her ambition was to per
form. At the age of 12, she acted out songs 
off records, calling it pantomimes and became 

very good at it and entertaining. She attended 
many concerts, acted on the television and 
once on stage at Brandon Fair. She took 
part in Public Speaking through 4- Hand 
won many awards. Our only reward is that 
we "Trust in God", and that Wilda was 
needed in Heaven more than our need of her. 
She attended Arrow River School till Grade 
8, having Mrs. George Dibblee teacher 
those 8 years, later continuing in Miniota 
Collegiate until her death. 

Art is 12 years old now, has taken 6 
years schooling in Arrow River and is now 
travelling to Miniota by van. He is a chip 
off the old block in some ways as he loves 
horses. In the barn at the present time are 
two shetlands, a riding horse and a chore 
horse. (When most farmers are free of 
horses.) Art is troubled with asthmas, cutting 
down on his chances of being a farmer, 
although he loves everything that goes with 
it. He likes to play hockey and does reason
ably well at school. 

Murray is 5 patiently waiting for his turn 
to go to school. We are very thankful to have 
this little guy who came along 7 years after 
Arthur. He has kept us going when we felt 
like giving up. We just pray that we can 
raise our two boys without having to lose 
another dear one. 

We have a busy life in this small com
muntiy. Vernon has been president of the 
Miniota Legion the past two years and is 
now going to try his hand at being a coun
cillor. His wife has been a Women's Ins
titute member for several years and served 
on various committees for both the hall and 
church. We are now thinking of buying the 
local store and post office. 

THOMAS GEORGE LONG 

by Mrs. T. G. Long 

Thomas George Long was born in Newton 
Abbot, Devonshire, England in the year 
1884. In 1898 he decided to come to Canada 
to make his way in life. At the age of four
teen years he arrived in Canada with only 
sixty-five cents in his pocket. He obtained 
work on the John Reynolds' farm at Mini
ota, worked there for a time, and then started 
out on his own. Feeling the need of some 
further education, he took a commercial 
course at the Beulah School in winter. 
During this time he lived in a shack with 
Frank Squibb and helped care for the sBting. 
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and curling rink to help out with expenses. 
He belonged to the Miniota Dragoons and was 
also a me'mber of the Sons of England 
Lodge. His ambition was to be a railway 
engineer but being too young for that, he de
cided to be a grain and livestock farmer. 

In 1909 he rented Mr. Will Rowan's farm, 
part of section 5-13- 26 and bought horses, 
implements, seed, feed, cows and chickens. 
He furnished a home and in 1910 married 
Elva Hadden of Birtle, Manitoba. The crops 
were very good -- the grain was threshed 
right out of the stooks and was taken to 
the elevator in a wagon drawn by a team of 
horses. I churned the cream,_ made the 
butter into pound prints and rolls, and sold 
it along with the eggs at the store where 
we purchased our groceries. Later the cream 
was collected by truck and shipped to a 
creamery. At this time Miniotahadatwo-day 
Agricultural Fair and T~m was one of the 
Board of Directors. There.was a good showing 
of fine livestock, poultry, garden produce, 
baking and fancy work. 

In 1915 we bought the Selwood farm north
west of Miniota now owned by our son Gordon 
Long. We did not fare too well that first 
year as a cyclone hit Miniota and much of 
the crop was destroyed by wind and hail. 
This land was rather light. Tom was in
terested in trying different kinds of seed, 
trying to get the best for the light land, 
also growing _ clove.r crops for hay and 
ploughing down the second crop for fertil
izer and to help keep the land from blowing. 
One hundred acres in the valley, west of 
the farm, was broken in the mid-thirties. 
Tom went in for beef cattle and Jersy and 
Holstein for milk production. We raised 
quite a number of chickens, sending the 
eggs to the hatcheries. 

We got our first combine - a sixteen-foot 
Case and a twelve-foot swather in July 
1936. We believe this to be the first com
bine in the Miniota area. This made the 
work in the house much lighter too -- we 
had three men instead of the ten of eleven. 
Tom was one of the Charter Board Members 
of the Miniota Consumers Co-operative Lim
ited now the Twin Valley Co-operative Lim
ited. We had good crops and poor ones, but 
we still enjoyed farming. I was interested 
in church and Women's Institute work and 
held offices in both. My favorite sport was 
curling. 

In 1940 we decided to rent the farm and 
move into town. Tom bought grain at the 
elevator for the Lake of the WoodsCompany. 

We came to Victoria for a couple of win
ters and Tom liked it so well, he decided 
he would like to retire here -- it was more 
like England. So in 1951 we sold our house
hold effects, and moved to Victoria. Tom 
enjoyed lawn bowling, until it get to be 
too heavy for him and then he turned to 
carpet bowling. We celebrated our Golden 
Wedding anniversary on February 16th, 1960. 
He enjoyed the walks around the water front 
and in the park. We had a long walk just the 
week before he passed away on April 28, 
1963. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Long with daughter 
Olive and granddaughter Marion. 

We had twp sons, William Gordon Long 
and Walter John Long and one daughter Olive 
Marion (now Mrs. S. Ward). 

Walter John Long is employed on the 
C. P. F. section and they live at Crandall. 
In 1937 he married Vera Douglas of Cran
dall and they have three children -- Douglas 
employed with G. Kennell in furnace in: 
stallation, at Kenton; Lorraine (now Mrs. 
Stanley Nankevill) of Kenton; and Wayne 
still in school at Crandall. 

Our daughter Olive (Mrs. Sinclair Ward) 
lives in Vancouver. She has one daughter 
Marion (now Mrs. Stanley G. Gray) living 
presently in Kitchener, Ontario. 

WILLIAM GORDON LONG 

by Gordon Long 

I, William Gordon Lon~ the eldest SOli 
of Mr. and Mrs. T. G. Long, was born 
December 26, 1910 at the farm home of my 
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parents. I obtained all my schooling it 
Miniota. I was active in the Young Peoples' 
SOCiety, the Church and was superintendent 
of the Sunday School. I worked at home on 
the farm till the fall of 1939. Having re
lieved on the staff of the Indian Schools 
at Elkhorn and Portage, I was interested 
when there was an opening on the staff 
of the Portage Indian School and accepted 
the position there at Boys' Supervisor. While 
at Portage I endeavoured to enlist in the 
R. c'A.F. but was unable to qualify due to 
defective hearing. From Portage I went to 
the Indian School at Muncey, Ontario, in 
charge of gardening and poultry. 

After thirteen months at Muncey, I en
rolled for an Aero-Engine Mechanic's Course 
in London, OntariO, and from there obtained 
employment at the Central Aircraft Repair 
Depot at Crumlin, near London, Ontario. 

On December 24, 1942, Laura Robin Sharpe 
and I were married in Toronto. She was the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Sharpe 
of Crystal City, Manitoba and it was there 
that she had obtained her early education. 
After graduating from Manitoba College as 
a Deaconess in 1933, she was employed on 
the staff at Knox United Church in Winni
peg; on the Indian Residential School staff 
at Brandon; and as Deaconess-Secretary 
of Southminster United Church in Lethbridge, 
Alberta. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Long, Helen and Brian. 

As it became evident that the war in 
Europe was drawing to a close, I took ad
vantage of the position offered me on the 
Muncey School staff as Farm Instructor 
in July 1944. When we moved to our home 
at Muncey we took with us our daughter, 
Mary Helen, who had been born a few weeks 
previous in London. Due to th e change at 
Muncey from a residential school to a day 
school, we were moved to the Indian School 
at Brandon in August 1946 where I was to 
continue in the same position -- Farm 
Instructor. Our son, Brian Gordon had been 
born in London on December 13, 1945. 

In April 1949 we moved to the home 
farm at Miniota, section 1-14-27. Our chief 
enterprise has been mostly grain farming, 
some feeder cattle, and a poultry-layer op
eration. When the egg-grading station at 
Miniota was closed in the fall of 1964, we 
started in January 1965 on a grader-pro
ducer basis supplying the local stores and 
shipping cases by truck to the Manco Cream
ery. To our knowledge we are the first to 
be operating on this basis in this area. 
I am a charter member of the Western 
Manitoba Farm Business Association. 

Helen and Brian received their education 
at Miniota Elementary School and Colleg
iate Institute. Helen attended United College 
in Winnipeg and in May 1965 obtained her 
B.A. degree from the University of Manit
oba. The next fall she went to Althouse 
(ollege of Education in London, Ontario, 
and is teaching now in a High School in 
Woodstock, Ontario. Brian is continuing with 
his education in Winnipeg attending night 
school classes and is presently employed 
by the McCabe Grain Company. 

We continue to be active in the church 
and the community., Laura was the first 
woman lay representative to the General 
Council Executive .of the United Church from 
Manitoba Conference -- attending sessions 
in Toronto for four years, 1960-1964. She 
also attended General Council as a com
missioner when it met in St. Johns', New
foundland in 1966. Over the years she has 
held office at the Conference and Presbytery 
levels in women's work and in the church 
courts as well. She also works in the local 
Women's Institute, having been on the Board 
of Directors for a number of years. 

For a number of years I have been Central 
Treasurer of the Miniota-Isabella Pastoral 
(harge, a member of Session, a trustee 
of the Miniota Church, and have served 
on the Committee of Stewards as well as 
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being Superintendent of the Sunday Church 
School. I served on the Community Centre 
Board and have been Secretary of the Co
operative Elevator Association since its in
ception; and also Secretary of the local 
Consumer Co-operative Association since 
1954 and am presently serving as Secret
ary of the Twin Valley Co-operative Ltd. 

AUGUSTUS LYNCH 

by Mrs. R. Pascoe 

Agustus Lynch and family resided in Win
nipeg from 1879-1882. He was a building 
contractor by trade and built the first central 
school in Winnipeg. His brother William, 
came to choose homesteading sites for Aug
ustus and his brother-in-law A. D. Clyde. 
When he went to Parkissimo the snow was 
still on the ground and he chose section 
24-14- 27. Augustus was to have the east 
half which proved to be mostly slough. The 
west half was for A. D. Clyde. 

Augustus and famUy went up by steam 
boat and landed on the wes t side of the 
river where Mr. Doyle operated a ferry. 
The boat was delayed and the ferry was on 
the opposite side of the river and the ferry 
man had gone home. Therefore they were 
forced to spend the night among their goods 
and chattels. 

Log houses and barns were built and the 
settling began. There were five children, 
Ella, the eldest who married Rev. F. Hunts
man in June 1897; Sarah who became a 
school teacher at a very early age; Wilmot 
became a doctor and lost his life in a 
blizzard in New Mexico in 1903; Jessie 
who died at the age of 16 and Walter. 
Augustus' wife was Jennie Taylor, the old
est sister of Sam, Will, Tom and Jim 
Taylor. Mrs. A. D. Clyde was the youngest 
sister. 

Many frightening events such as threaten
ing raids during the Reil Rebellion and 
prairie and bush fires made exciting tales 
for· younger gener::ltions. Therp. were treks 
to Elhorn for proviSions, sometimes on foot 
and a long drive to Birtle for a doctor, etc. 

Augustus lived on the farm until 1904 
when he built a brick house one half mile 
from the town of Miniota. His son-in-law 
Rev. Huntsman took over the farm. I believe 
Augustus died in 1908. 

Sarah or Sade a~ she preferred to be called 
taught school for many years in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan as well as in B.C. She 
owned a quarter section of 18. Walterfarmed 
it for her for a while and then several 
different tenants took it over until 1933 when 
Jennie Huntsman Pascoe and her husband 
Russell and family took it over. 

Walter came home from the west after 
his father's death and resided with his mother 
in the brick house. He drove a school van 
for many years. When Mrs. Huntsman died 
in 1917 he and his mother spent the rest 
of thE! time on the farm. Mrs. Lynch died 
in 1928. Walter later married and continued 
on the farm. 

F. G. Huntsman was ordained into the 
Methodist ministry in 1897 and served in a 
number of districts. While stationed at Bins
carth, his oldest daughter, Jennie was born. 
In 1903 at Fleming, Sask, another daughter 
Jessie was born. While at Gilbert Plains 
Mr. Huntsman's health became poor so the 
doctors advised him to try an outdoor life, 
perhaps farming, so he took over from Aug
ustus Lynch. He did a considerable am(}unt 
of preaching while at Miniota, among the 
points were Old Beulah, Isabella, Blaris 
and Brighton. He served on the school board 
of old Miniota School which was situated 
on part of the farm owned by Sade Lynch. 
The school was closed in 1913 and later 
sold to Mr. 1. Sararas who moved it to 
a farm east of Miniota. Mrs. Huntsman was 
a district organizer for W.M.S. and in spite 
of poor health travelled a great deal, or
ganizing and directing as well as attending 
conventions to give reports on the work. 

Jennie, the eldest daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Huntsman, completed her education 
in Miniota and attended Normal School in 
Brandon. Her first school was near Holms
field, Man., where she met her future hus
band, Russell Pascoe of Killarney, Man. 
They were married in 1920. There were seven 
children. Beryl, the eldest, became a steno
grapher and is married to Howard Shaver, 
who works for the Manitoba Telephone 
System. They live in Winnipeg and have one 
son, Russell. Ella, the second daughter 
is a lab. technician. She also lives in Win
nipeg and married T. A. Tully. They have 
one son, Howard. The eldest boy has worked 
for the Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Co. 
in Flin Flon for 17 years. He is married 
and has two children. Yvonne married A. 
McRae. They have one daughter and are 
living in Winnipeg where Yvonne teaches. 
Lee, the second boy is married and lives 
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in Winnipeg. They have one son. He is a 
plumber by trade. Mabel, the fourth daughter 
married. Henry Sveenson, a construction 
worker. They have three children and have 
spent most of their married life in B.C. 
Leslie, the youngest boy works in Winnipeg 
for an oil company. 

Jessie Huntsman became a nurse and is 
still working in Toronto. She married Allan 
Cameron. 

SARAH ROWENA LYNCH 

Miss Sarah Lynch was born at Dresden, 
Ontario in 1868, and came west with her 
parents in 1878. In 1882 the family came to 
Miniota, and in 1886 Miss Lynch entered 
the teaching profession. She taught at Sarah
ville and Glenlocbar Schools until she re
tired in 1925. 

Miss Lynch identified herself with the 

Methodist, and later the United Church, and 
in the early days was active in depart
mental work. She died at Miniota in 1949. 

J. T. LYNCH AND J. R. LYNCH 

Three Lynch brothers came to Manitoba 
from Florence, Kent County, Ont. They were 
William, John Thomas and Augustus Spar
ling. 

John Thomas Lynch, a carpenter, moved 
his family from Florence to Winnipeg in 
the spring of 1882. His wife's maiden name 
was Elizabeth Jane Russell. The members 
of the family were Laura, born in 1867, 
married the Rev. Thompson Ferrier; Ida, 
born in 1870, married James Elliot; 
Anna, born in 1872, married James Mitch
ell; twins Rosa al1d Russell were born in 
1876. Rosa married Dr. Daniel Baldwin and 
Russell married Catherine Shaw. Two sons, 
Harry and Alonso. died in infancy. 

Back Row: (Rose) Mrs. Baldwin, J. B. Lynch, (Anna) Mrs. James Mitchell. 
Front Row: (Ida) Mrs. J. Elli,o>tt, Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Lynch, (Laura) Mrs. 
Ferrier. 
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J. T. Lynch and family came to the Arrow 
River district in 1884 and homesteaded on 
what is now the southeast part of the Collier 
farm. He built a frame hoUse on 35-13-26, 
the present Joe Bonner farm, and moved 
his family there in 1886. At that time they 
had several head of cattle, two oxen and 
three horses. He broke the land using a 
walking plow. Grain was hauled to Virden 
until the railroad was built, then to Hamiota. 
He gradually acquired a number of horses 
and cattle. Extra milk was taken to the 
cheese factory north of his farm. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Lynch were very 
interested in the church and school. Church 
services were held in homes until a church 
was erected. Mr. Lynch was secretary
treasurer of the Methodist Church in Blaris 
for several years. A school was built beside 
the Arrow River Cemetery and the teacher 
boarded at their home. 

In 1904 Mr. Lynch replaced the frame 
house with the brick one now standing. The 
contractor was Arthur Nesbit of Hamiota. 
The bricks for the house were brought by 
train from Portage La Prairie to Arrow 
River. 

In 1905 J. T. Lynch built a house beside 
the brick one for his son, Russell, who 
married Catherine Shaw ofWallaceburg, Ont
ario, Feb. 14, 1906. 

In September 1906, Mr. Lynch had an ac
cident when he jumpedfro.m a load of sheaves. 
He was injured- infernally and died within a 
few days. 

Mrs. J. T. Lynch passed away in 1912. 

After his father's death, Russell Lynch 
sold his frame house to Frank McQuay 
(it is now Larry Walker's home in the 
Glenlochar district) and he moved into the 
brick house. . 

In 1907 Rev. Mr. Ousterhaut was the min
ister. After his father's death, Russell 
carried on as secretary-treasurer of the 
church at Blaris. He was a trustee ·for the 
Arrow River school before the Municipal 
School System. 

When the Methodist Church was built in 
Miniota both Mr. and Mrs. Lynch were very 
active. Mr. Lynch was a member ofthe board 
and the choir. After church union he was 
elected to the church session and worked 
in that capacity and as a choir member until 
he moved to Brandon in 1961. He wa~ also 

superintendent of the Sunday School for a 
number of years. 

Mrs. Russell Lynch was active in the 
women's organizations. She was president of 
the Missionary Society for several years in 
the Methodist Church and for a time in the 
United Church of Canada. She was made 
a life member of the W. M. S. of the United 
Church of Canada. Mrs. Lynch was organist 
in the Methodist Church from the time it 
was built until union of the Presbyterian 
and Methodist congregations took place in 
Miniota in 1922. She continued as organist 
in the United Church until 1946, completing 
fifty-four years as a church organist. Mrs. 
Lynch remained very interested in all phases 
of church work and the community until 
her death June 14, 1956. 

Mrs. Lynch hung the picture, Sallman's 
head of Christ in the United Church in 
memory of her mother, Elsie Louise Shaw. 
One of the communion plates in the Church 

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Lynch (Russell). 
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was given in loving memory of Mrs. Lynch 
by her family. 

About 1915 Russell Lynch built two houses 
on his farm and rented it, part to Mr. 
Edward Nankivell and his son William and the 
north-west part to Frank Gardham. He then 
became agent in Arrow River for the Maple 
Leaf Milling Co. which was later taken over 
by the Federal Grain Co. He continued to 
work for the company until 1946. 

Russell Lynch was councillor of Ward 5 of 
the R.M. of Miniota for thirteen years. 
A lot of work was done transforming prairie 
trails to graded roads then gravelling the 
main thoroughfares. He was reeve of the 
Municipality for eighteen years. 

J. R. Lynch was a director and agent 
of the old Miniota Mutual Insurance Co. 
and when it was taken over by the Wawanesa 
Insurance Co., he continued as agent until 
1959. 

Mr. Lynch was fond of horses, was in
terested in light horses and enjoyed ex
hibiting his driving horses in the show rings 
at fairs in the early days. He was loathe 
to give them up but in 1916 he bought his 
first Model T Ford and has continued to 
drive Ford models through the years. 

"J. R." was a baseball fan and thoroughly 
enjoyed managing the local baseball team and 
driving the boys around the country to take 
part in league games and tournaments. He 
was an ardent curler and was presented 
with a life membership in the Miniota Curling 
Club in 1960. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Lynch had two daughters 
born at Arrow River, Elva Beatrice in 1907 
and Laura Kathleen (Kallie) in 1916. Elva 
went to school for two years in the old 
Arrow River school her father had attended. 
Then the school was built in Arrow River 
village and later the high school added and 
she completed her public and high school 
education there. She was a member of the 
first e.G.I. T. group in that district. She 
attended Brandon College for a year then 
went to Ontario Ladies' College in Whitby, 
Ontario, where she attained her Associate 
diplomas in piano and voice in 1927 and 
1931 respectively. She did a year post
graduate study in Brandon College under Dr. 
W. L. Wright. 

in the United Church. She spent two years 
as a civil servant in ottawa during war
time. In March 26, 1942, Elva and Alex 
Spalding were married in Winnipeg by Rev. 
George McMillan. 

Kallie Lynch attended school in Arrow 
River until her family moved to Miniota 
in August 1927. She completed her public 
and higto school there. Kallie worked for 
Mr. Oliver in the Herald office for a time, 
also in the drugstore for Dr. Chalmers. 
She was active in the church in the Y.P.U., 
a member of the choir, a Sunday School 
teacher and organist. 

In 1936 Kallie took a business course 
in Winnipeg after which she worked in the 
city for three years. During that time she 
sang in the choir at Knox United Church 
and was a member of the Winnipeg Phil
harmonic Choir. 

Kallie spent a year in Ottawa as a civil 
servant, then returned to Miniota as steno
grapher for John Spalding in the Municiapal 
Office. She was very active in the community 
and enjoyed Singing and playing her violin. 

In October of 1947 she married Jim 
Chalmers. They lived in Brandon for a year, 
and spent three years in Portage la Prairie. 
In Janurary 1956 Kallie passed away in the 
Winnipeg General Hospital after an extended 
illness. 

THE MACDONALDS 

Dan and Allen MacDonald were amongst 
the first settlers in the Miniota district. 
Dan came in 1879 and was followed by Ellen 
and their baby daughter a year later. They 
came by canoe and Red River cart from 
Winnipeg, where Dan had gone to meet his 
family. He had originally come from Scot
land, being born in Stornaway, while Ellen 
came from Glen Allen, Ontario. 

Their first home was on Sec. 14-14- 27, 
almost at the site where the McDonalds 
house still stands, a sod shack, built by 
Dan and his friends Gil and David Rowan. 

The going was hard in those days, few 
white people were there but Indians were in 
abundance, the Birdtail Reserve being only 
a few miles away. In fact it was six 
months before Ellen ever saw a white woman. 
One old ox and a walking plow was all they 

Elva taught piano in the muniCipality of had to begin their career as "Farmers". 
Miniota for a time, was on the music fac- The ox was stubborn at times, refusing 
ulty of O. L. C. in Whitby, Ont. for three to move unless the spirit moved him. Dan, 
years and six years in Shoal Lake, Man. who was quick tempered, was often exas
where she was organist and choir leader perated at his stubbornness and used to tell 
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of how Ellen, with a soft word and gentle 
touch could persuade him to "move on" -
while his" cusses" proved fruitless! 

The second MacDonald home was built 
of poles cut from the nearby buffs, the bark 
peeled off to make them a little" special", 
and again the Rowans helped in the building. 
Grand though it seemed to Ellen it was to 
be short-lived for one hot, hot day in August 
fire destroyed it and all that was in it. 
The three, by now, children were left in 
the house alone while Dan and Ellen were 
building a fence close by. One of the kiddies 
had found some matches and set fire to 
some letters on a shelf, this spread to the 
curtains and the flames were soon blazing 
up the wall. As Dan and Ellen looked up at 
the sound of the crackling, their hearts 
stood still -- their little ones were inside!! 
Dan rushed to the rescue, broke his way 
into the house, but could neither see nor 
hear them. Finally he found that Bell had 
taken them, baby and all, and crawled under 
the oven. In spite of the heat and smoke they 
all managed to get out but the house and 
everything they had in it was completely 
destroyed. They had been working in their 
stocking feet as the day was so hot they 
found it cooler that way -- they were left 
shoeless! 

The neighbors did what they could to help, 
none of them had much, but one lent a tent 
with the stipulation that the stove must be 
set up outside, so Ellen had to dothe cooking 
in the open air! 

They spent the fall there, later moving in 
with a man by the name of "Roswell" who 
had set up a trading centre to deal with the 
Indians. Ellen did the cooking and minded 
the store if the men were busy with outside 
work. The Indians came with beads, furs 
and so on, to trade, and at times were none 
too friendly especially if they thought the 
prices were not quite fair. 

While living there Dan and his neighbors 
built another log house, in fact it stood beside 
the present frame house until a few years 
ago after Hugh Walker took over the Mac
Donald farm. 

Other settlers began coming into the dis
trict, the Reynolds and the Clydes amongst 
them and they were especially welcome 
to Ellen who had been lacking in woman 
companionship. The men helped each other 
back and forth from one homestead to the 
other while sowing, harvesting and such. 
Dan exchanged work with a man by the name 

of Ian Coltart, who lived near where Birtle 
now stands. That was some 20 miles from 
home and Ellen would be left a week at a 
time with the small kiddies to "Keep the 
Home Fires Burning." She had the outside 
chores to do, one of which was to round up 
the cows at nigh t for milking, often having 
to go into the valley, leaving the children 
alone in the house. The nights at those 
times were" scarey" for her. One night in 
particular she wakened to hear "whoops" 
and "cries" that turned her blood cold, she 
was sure the Indians were coming! By day
light she discovered what it had been --. 
a flock of geese had settled for the night 
on a nearby field! 

The early severe winters presented quite 
a problem, wood had to be cut, split and 
piled to do the following summer. Blizzards 
were a hazard, as the time Dan was caught 
in the bush with his team of oxen. The 
storm came up so bad it was impossible 
to think of getting out of the woods, night 
was coming on -- darkness would make it all 
the more difficult! He decided all he could do 
would be to build a fire to keep himself 
and the oxen from freezing as well as to 
keep the wolves, which were plentiful, away 
from them. This he did and spent the night 
walking the oxen around and around the fire 
endeavouring to keep warm. When morning 
came he had difficulty plunging his way 
through the snow banks but was amply repaid 
on reaching home by the warm welcome 
of his family who had spent a fearsome 
night! 

Raising a crop was difficult and danger
ous but raising a "family" presented its 
own difficulties! The neighbors served as 
mIdwives and were often called out in the 
middle of the night to bring a new life info 
the world. At the birth of their son, Angus, 
Ellen had the harrowing experience of being 
all alone. Dan had gone for Mrs. Reynolds, 
on foot of course, but they did not get back 
in time. Angus was born with a "Caul", 
Ellen knew that she must remove it in order 
for the child to live, so was sitting up in 
bed with the babe in her arms when Dan and 
the neighbor arrived. A doctor was in attend
ance for only three of their eight children! 

More and more of the land was cleared 
and the methods of farming improved. Mar
keting the grain was a problem, the wheat 
had to be taken to Birtle, 20 miles away, 
and with oxen this meant two or three days 
of a tedious trip. Ellen churned her own 
butter and found customers in the growing 
town for it and the exchange of eggs for 
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groceries, reciving some 15 to 25 cents per 
dozen for them.But as time went on trips 
to Birtle were made only in the fall, leaving 
early in the morning with team and wagon, 
returning late at night with a winter's supply 
of two or three barrels of apples, some meat, 
especially "butcher made" sausage, which 
was a rare treat, as well as winter clothing 
for the family, a few luxuries such as candy 
and "plug licorice" for the young fry. 

Threshing came to be one of the busiest 
and most exciting times of the year. Dan 
always stacked his wheat, so that when the 
others, who left theirs in the stook, were 
too wet to thresh the machine could always 
go to Dan's stacks. The caboose, where the 
mAn slept, would arrive, followed by the big 
steam engine pulling the Separator and the 
gang of men followed. The gang consisted 
of eight to ten men belonging to the outfit 
and then on the days of threshing the neigh
bors came to draw the grain to the elevator 
or the granaries. It was a busy time for 
the mothers too, they had the men, often 
as many as 20 to feed for breadfast, dinner 
and supper. The grain was hauled to the 
elevator to await for a good price per bushel, 
or stored in the farmer's granary. Several 
of the men were Galicians who came each 
year from Yorkton to follow through the 
threshing season. 

By 1912 to 1913 grain prices were improv
ing, in fact if a raise in price occured 
suddenly the grain buyer at the elevator 
would phone the farmers and tell them the 
good news. On one such occasion he phoned 
Dan and said the price had gone to $1.00 
per bushel. Wheat, oats and barley were 
the grains grown, and in later years they 
tried a field of flax, which yielded about 
$2.00 per bushel. 

During 1885, the year of the Riel Re
bellion, the MacDonald s were favored ? 
one evening by a visit from a tired and 
footsore traveller, fully armed with gun, 
knives and ammunition. He wanted a place 
to spend the night, and as Dan could never 
refuse a bed or meal to anyone, he con
sented to let him stay. They fed him and 
made up a bed on the dining room floor, 
and there he slept soundly till morning; but 
Dan and Ellen did not sleep -- they had an 
anxious night. In the morning he told them 
who he was -- Louis Riel's lieutenant -
on his way to Winnipeg with a message from 
Louis!! Before leaving he assured them that 
come what may they would not be harmed 
in return for their kindness. 

The year the Grand Trunk Railway, now 
the C. N. came to Miniota the MacDonalds 
moved into the present MacDonald house, 
4 1/2 miles N. W. of town. 

The farm was given the name of "Glencoe 
Farm". The surveyors went through the 
land of David Campbell and Guy Stewart and on 
into the Assiniboine valley. While surveying 
they put up their camp on the MacDonald 
farm close to the house and Ellen fed 
8 to 10 men breadfast and supper for many 
months. 

Dan and Ellen's family consisted of five 
boys and three girls. Bell, the oldest, became 
Mrs. John Powell, and after his death married 
Fred Sharpe. Angus, the oldest boy, married 
Bertie Stowe ~n 1905; while Don the next" 
married her sister Annie ip 1910. Bill, the 
middle boy, married Bertha, )~alde_rson at 
Winnipeg. Bob, the next in line, married 
Ida Reid, the daughter of an Alberta farmer. 
Horace, always known as "Holly" .was 
married in 1920 to Maggie Baily of Oak 
Lake. Grace, the second youngest, married. 
George Barrett of Winnipeg in 1923, and; 
Edith, the youngest, married Lyle Climie 
of Winnipeg in 1924. These two girls are 
the sole survivors of the family. Grace lives 
in Saskatoon, Sask., and Edith in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. She lost her husband in 
June 1959. Dan died in October 1915, and 
Holly, who had faithfully stayed with his 
parents on the farm took over the respon
sibility of the place. E lIen stayed with him 
until October, 1917, when she went to Win
nipeg to keep house for Grace and Edith who 
had positions there. She died March 4, 1941, 
after a long illness, at the age of 85. 

Holly and Maggie his wife, stayed on the 
farm unti11927 when they moved to Saskatoon. 
Their first son Russell, was born in December 
1924. He is now Dr. MacDonald, an optomet
rist, practicing in Tisdale, Sask. Their second 
son, Wayne, was born in March 1940. He 
now resides in Vancouver, a reporter with 
the Vancouver Sun. Holly worked at first with 
construction firms, in one instance as Hoist 
Engineer on the building of the Robin Hood 
Mills in Saskatoon. He was later offered 
a position with the T. Eaton Company as 
assistant engineer at their store on Ave. D., 
then became engineer at their store on 21st 
St., where he worked until his sudden death 
March 1951. Maggie still lives in Saskatoon, 
but has re- married and is now Mrs. H. W. 
White. 

The MacDonalds had their share of joys 
and trials, as did all the early comers of 
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The Donald MacD,OInald Family 
Left to Right: Holly, Edith, Don. Bell, Bob, Angus, Grace and Bill MacDonald. 

that time. But what they lacked in material 
things they made up for in their powers 
of endurance, patience 'and determination 
in helping to build this homeland of which 
we are justly proud. 

WILLIAM MACKIE 

William Mackie and his wife, Jane Rennie, 

Wilf,ord Marvyn, George Mackie 

moved to Arrow River from Hamiota, in 
November 1916. They had a family of four 
children, George, Helen, Bert and Claire. 
Mr. Mackie took over the blacksmith busi
ness from Mr. Mitchell. They stayed in Arrow 
River for a period of three years, moving 
in 1919 to Elphinstone} Manitoba, where they 
took up farming. 

After leaving, George was a pilot in the 
Second World War and was killed overseas. 
Mrs. Mackie was a dressmaker and did 
a lot of sewing for various people in the 
district, thus making many friends. 

MRS. J. E. MACPHERSON 

hy Margaret MacPherson Chapman 

The earliest record we nave of the family 
is that William MacPherson was married 
to Mary McDonald. Their soh Donald was 
born in 1796. He joined the British Army 
and fought in the Napoleonic War. In the 
Battle of Waterloo, 1815, he lost an arm 
and was awarded a medal. His name was 
on the circumference of the medal. It was 
handed down and was presented to Peter's 
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son Donald, when he returned from being a 
prisoner of war at Hong Kong in 1945. Our 
grandfather, John, married Margaret Cruick
shank. Their son Donald was born at Arthur, 
Ontario, and was married to Jean Haney. 
He was a building contractor, and built the 
Arthur High School and many other places, 
but work was at a standstill. His health 
was poor, so he and his cousin, George 
Scroggie and brother-in-law, Tom Haney 
decided to go to Manitoba where prospects 
were better. When they were en-reute he 
had a heart attack and passed away in 
1897. Mother was left with four small child
ren and very little money, and there were 
no welfare cheques of any kind at that time. 
Her sister, Mrs. Don McDonald and brothers 
Jack and Tom Haney lived in Manitoba, so 
it seemed a good idea to go the next year. 
The nearest train was to Elkhorn, and 
Auntie and her son Angus met us with a 
team of heavy horses and a wagon. The 
trip was about twenty miles. They had a 
small house and a large family, but they 
made us welcome. Their daughter Belle was 
to be married to John Powell, and mother 
made her wedding dress, and one for Auntie. 
She surprised us by making a light green 
one for herself. She had been in black so 
long and was only thirty-five. It was a very 
large wedding, as everyone in the district 
was invited. After quite a few weeks we 

Mrs. J. E. McPherson and family. 

moved to an old log house south of old 
Beulah, and Mother did dressmaking. It 
was so cold that even the bread had to be 
thawed out before it could be cut, and we 
got milk frozen in tins and wrapped in 
paper. 

Mother used to heat green sticks of wood 
in the oven, cover them and put them in the 
beds to warm them. The late Mrs. E. 
Forster taught old Miniota school. She drove 
a horse and cart, and gave Peter and I a 
ride. Her sister, Mrs. McKay(TheoPaynter) 
told me sixty-five years later that she re
membered I had said a recitation about a 
frog at the Christmas concert. Powells 
were nearly a mile from where we lived, 
and one day when I was walking home from 
there, a wolf followed me. I ran as fast as 
I could, but it was only a few yards behind 
me. Mother had been watching for me outthe 
window, and she ran to meet me, yelling 
and waving something. The wolf stopped, and 
I was glad of help to go on. 

Soon we moved to old Beulah to keep a 
boarding house. People driving from place 
to place would stop for a meal, and to feed 
their horses. Dr. Chalmers stayed with us 
that year, and also for the three years we 
were at Miniota. We. went to school one
half mile west of Beulah. Stowes drove a 
grey horse and Ringlands a buckskin. We all 
climbed on their buckboards, and the horses 
usually raced to town. 

Early in 1900 the railway had reached 
Miniota, so Mother took Peter and I to help 
her give meals to the builders. She left 
Nan and Belle with a housekeeper, and to 
run the house. We got the use of the back 
half of Robert Sang's big new blacksmith 
shop. Uncle Jack made tables and what was 
needed, and we had more than twenty, some
times forty, for meals at a time. The 
station water tank, round house and other 
places were being built. Then Tom and Jack 
built the back half of the boarding house, 
which had six bedrooms. The rest was built 
later. It was called the Grandview. Meals 
were 25~ and board by the week averaged 
15~ a meal. Help was hard to get, and we 
had several hired girls at different times, 
but, quite often Nan and I had to take turns 
staying home from school to help. 

In 1901 Dad·s mother, born in 1831, visited 
us for a month. She liked the country very 
much, especially the valley, and she said 
the whole prairie was like a wild flower 
garden. The land cultivation and bulldozers 
have practically obliterated the flowers . 
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The first dances were held above Mr. 
Hawthorne's blacksmith shop. The late John 
Tennant told us that he first met his wife 
there. Later Mr. Dave Gerrand built a hard
ware store east of Turner's Hotel. The hall 
above it was used for Church and Sunday 
School, as well as dances and concerts. 
Ab. Lelond was floor manager and called 
off the dances. There were more men than 
ladies, and the latter were admitted free. 
At a few dances, if a man could take two 
ladies, he got in free. Quite often babies 
and small children were taken, as it was 
ejther take them or stay at home. No one 
went later than 8:30 and the dances lasted 
until 3:00 o'clock or later. . 

By 1903, Mother was able to get a home
stead north of what was later Isabella. 
She solei the house and farmed until 1913, 
when she moved to Winnipeg. Nan and Belle 
both trained to be nurses. Nan graduated 
from Winnipeg General, and Belle from 
Grace Hospital. When we moved to the farm 
the sloughs were full of water, and there 
seemed to be thousands of birds and ducks. 
The sea gulls would dive at our heads like 
bullets, to chase us from the vicinity of their 
nests. The long legged cranes walked around 
us without fear, and they appeared to be 
taller than I was. 

That year Grandma wrote wanting me to 
go and live with her and go to school at 
Arthur, Ont. I was there for six years. 
I taught the Burrows school at Dauphin and 
at Miniota. 

In 1912 John Chapman and I were married. 
We lived on his Dad's 1882 Homestead, 
until we moved to Hamiota in 1955. John 
passed away in September, 1963. We have 
three daughters -- Jean and Helen both 
taught school, and live at Prince Rupert, 
B.c' Jean married Kenneth Warren, andthey 
have a daughter Gwen, and sons Robert 
and Murray. --Gwen is Mrs. Wayne Belle, 
and they have a baby girl. -- Helen married 
Jack Wyllie, and they have Janice and Craig.
Phyllis was in the Air Force in London, 
Eng., and later with T.c'A. She married 
Clifford Turner, and their children are Lor
raine and Brian. They live at Vancouver, 
B.C. Nan had many poems published, also a 
book. The entire edition was sold out. She 
married Russell Emerson, and their son 
Norman lives at Brandon, and Helen at 
Winnipeg. Belle married Alfred Goddard. 
She passed away at Ottawa at the age of 
56. Their daughter Eleanor lives at Wash
ington, and Dorothy at Ottawa. 

This history would not be complete without 
mentioning that Mrs. MacPherson was always 
ready to assist where there was sickness. 
She assisted at many births, and on occasion, 
managed when the doctor was unavailable. 
One such time was when the first baby was 
born at Miniota. She was named after the 
village, but was called Minnie (Aspinwall). 

Mrs. MacPherson passed away atWinnipeg 
in 1940 at the home of her son-in-law and 
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. R. R. Emerson. 
She was in her 78th year, and all her family 
was with her at the time. She had many 
friends and was sadly missed. 

"GOD'S GARDEN" 

by Jean MacPherson 

There is no need for plowing, 
For harrowing no need; 
God said "Go, plant my garden", 
And angels sowed the seed. 

He sent the sun to warm it 
And soft refreshing showers, 
The morning and the evening dew, 
And then, behold the flowers. 

It is no puny garden 
Hemmed in by hedges tall; 
The great and boundless prairie 
Where there is room for all. 

Ye heartsick weary city folk 
Who long for peace and rest, 
Come out into God's garden, 
The prairies of the West. 

PETER MACPHERSON 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter McPherson 
Louie and Peter on their farm home at 
Isabella. 
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Peter MacPherson married Louisa Duff at 
Birtle on January 19, 1916. They lived on 
his homestead at Isabella, where daughters 
Doris, Marie, Evelyn and Marjorie and sons 
Donald, Gordon and Alex were born. Gordon 
died at the farm when eight months old. 
The family move<l. to Miniota where Peter 
had liVed as a boy, on December 7. 1927. 
Audrey and Lorraine were born in Miniota. 
Lorraine died the week of her feurth birth
day while Dr. Chalmers was away. 

Peter took on the job as caretaker of 
the school before becoming the agent for 
Imperial Oil Ltd. He was a familiar sight 
at the sales of the neighborhood as auc
tioneer, and at the Christmas concerts as 
Santa Claus. He was grain buyer for several 
years, and was often seen playing horseshoe 
with Cecil Bourne, Frank Paynter and Herb 
Armitage out by the elevator. For many 
years Pete held the position of town con
stable and bailiff. Once he was reward~d 
$25.00 for capturing_ in the Miniota valley. 
an escaped Eastern prisoner, whom he kept 
overnight in the old tin jail in the village. 

Don left home in 1939 to serve in the 
army; Doris and Evelyn left to teach school; 
Marie went to Winnipeg to take a hair
dressing course, and Alex studied blueprint
ing in Winnipeg. Marie married Wilf Bar
rett of the Army; Evelyn married Bill Bar
rett of the Air Force and Doris married 
Ken Nordinger of the Navy. 

The family moved to Winnipeg in 1941, 
where Marjorie worked in the bank, and 
Audrey took a business course. Pete was 
employed as guard of the Cordite Plant in 
Sf. Boniface, until he suffered his first 
stroke in 1943. Don returned from a Hong 
Kong prison camp in October, 1945, and only 
then did Marie learn that Wilf Barrett had 
~en killed there on Christmas Day, 19~0. 
Peter died in February 1946 at the age of 
fifty-eight. Louise sold her house in Win
nipeg and went to live with Doris and Ken 
at 1606 Richmond Road, Victoria, where she 
passed away in July, 1965 at the age of 
seventy-four. Doris and Ken have one daugh
ter, Karen and one son, Peter Lee. 

Marie was married again to George Massey, 
and they have a son, Bob, and a daughter 
Susan. 'They live at 224 Stuart Ave., North 
Kildonan. Bill Barrett returned after four 
years in Europe, so he, Evelyn and Myrna 
moved back to their home in Miniota, where 
Rick was born. Marjorie married Ray Bron
son, a veteran of Hong Kong, and they live 

son -- Bonnie, Janis, Kim, Margie and Greg 
in Killarney, Manitoba. 

Alex became an architectural draftsman; 
married Pat Sparling in 1961, and designed 
his home at 20 Venus Bay, Fort Garry. 
Don's wife, Joanne, died at the age of 
thirty-one, leaving Heather Dawne, and 
Johnnie. Don was married again in 1961 
to Pearl Williams of Portage la Prairie. 
Sandra was born to them in December, 
1963, and they have their home at 1030 
Leonard Rd., Richmond, Vancouver. Audrey 
met her husband, George Graham; while 
serving as a secretary at Fort Churchill. 
George was in the United States army, so 
the Grahams spent many years in Germany, 
Austria, Texas, etc. After being pensioned 
from the army, the Grahams lived a short 
time in Killarney, but now live with their 
family of three sons -- Mark, Brad and 
Duke, and daughter Marla Marie, at 409-13 
Ave. N.E., Minot, N.D. 

ST ANLEY MARRS 

Mr. Marrs came from England in 1909. 
He bought N.W. 1/4 sec. 7-14-27 in 1910 
from William Boyce and farmed there until 
1912. He went back to England in 1912 and 
then to America. He came back to Canada, 
enlisted in England, and was killed in the 
first World War in 1915. 

THOMAS EDWIN MARVIN 

by daughter, Margaret 

Tfiomas Edwin Marvin was born in Ed
monton, Middlesex, London, England, on 
November 3, 1883. The Marvin brothers, 
Tom and Jack, came to Manitoba in 1903, 
and I would gather that it was around June. 
As far as I know, my Dad went first to 
the Edrans area. There, he belonged to the 
Independent Order of Foresters, and whenhe 
left Edrans, he was presented with a gold 
locket, from the Foresters and his friends. 
My Dad also was a member of the Sons 
of England, but I don't know if he belonged 
to that at Edrans and Arrow River as well. 

At Edrans he met my mother, Sadie Jane 
Sharp, who had been born in Northampton, 
New Brunswick, in 1894, and they were 
married in Winnipeg in the Anglican Church 
in July 1913. 

with their family of four daughters and one My Dad and Mother settled inArrow River, 
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Mr. Tom Marvin and family, 1918. 

Manitoba, where Tom and his brother, Jack, 
had the store. Wilfred, (my brother) thinks 
Dad was in Arrow River from 1911 till 
approximately 1922-23. Our home was built, 
the white bungalow beside the two- storey 
house that Jack and Lillie lived in, and I was, 
happy to see it arid take a picture of it when 
I was in Arrow River ,recently. I believe 
the Elevator people own it now. 

While in Arrow River, Wilfred Edwin 
was born May 19, 1916 and Margaret Viola 
on November 16, 1918. I would have been 
about 3 or 4, I imagine when we left Arrow 
River, and my Dad-bought a grocery store 
in Broadview, Sask., and my uncle Jack and 
family 'moved to Carberry, Man. We lived 
in Broadview until July 1933, and then moved 
to Brandon, Manitoba, where my Dad travelled 
for Scott Fruit Co., until he had a heart 
attack in May 1941, in Hamiota. He died 
December 6, 1941. 

People I remember in my childhood were 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Dowell, both I think 
have passed on now. My Dad spent quite a 
bit of time with them, I think. Also Mr. 
and Mrs. V. Little, then of Decker, who were 
also friends of the Dowells. Mabel and 
Hector Attwood, Esther Hyndman and Mrs. 
Dayton, the Wiggins family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tennant, Pauline and a few others. I mention 
these folks for they may know dates, etc. 
that I would be too small to remember. 

Scrase, Anglican minister, on May 17, 1943. 
He served in the Air Force as a Padre, 
and now we live at Mackay Indian Resid
ential School, Dauphin, where Canon Scrase 
is the Principal, as well as being Rector 
of the School, and Rural Dean of the Dauphin 
Deanery. We have three children, Joan 20 
years old, Robert 13 and Elizabeth 3 years. 

My brother Wilfred served overseas with 
the Canadian Army, and on his return mar
ried Johanna Egilson on May 18, 1946. They 
live in Edmonton, Alberta now and have three 
sons, Roger 18 years, Douglas 17 and David 
15. Wilfred is in the Insurance business. 

At Arrow River, my parents attended the 
Church there and we children were baptized 
there. 

My mother died in 1960. 

REGINALD JOHN MARVIN 

by daughter, Florence 

Reginald John Marvin, known as Jack 
Marvin, bought the General Store in part
nership with his brother, Thomas E. Marvin; 
in Arrow River in 1915. 

Jack Marvin was born in London, England, 
and married Lillie Florence Gilman of Glad
stone, Manitoba, district. They had two 
children when they went to Arrow River, 
Florence and Reginald. Three more were 
born when they were there, Hazel, Lawrence 
and Elwin. Reg. Hazel, Lawrence and Elwin 
were all christened in the Anglican Church 
in Miniota. Florence had been taken back 
to London, England and christened in the 
Church of England, London, by the same 
minister that had christened her father, and 
it WllS tn the same church. Jack Marvin was 
a member of the Orange Lodge. In 1922 
he was bought out by Edward Sinclair and he 
moved to Carberry, Man. Jack Marvin then 
travelled for the Scott Fruit Company, living 
in Carberry until 1934 when he moved to 
Brandon, Man. He died Dec. 23, 1936, from 
a heart attack. 

Lillie Marvin remarried in 1940 to Aird 
Ross of Bonnyville, Alberta, who passed 
away in 1943. Lillie Marvin remarried again 
in 1945 to William Murfitt of Penticton, 
B.C., who passed away in 1946. Lillie Mur
fitt finally settled in Calgary, where she 

Margaret married Reverend Archer J. bought a home. She died July 4, 1955. 
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Florence gr"duated lroiTI High School in 
Carberry, took a business training in Bran
don. then vlOrked in tDe Bank of Montreal 
at Ca,rberry and Brandon. She married.Rqbert 
N, Lee of Carberry, who worked fPE the ~ank 
of Montreal. He worked for the Bank in 
various places and they are now in Leth
bridge, Alta., where Robert is the manager 
of the Bank of Montreal. He was transferred 
there last October from Calgary. They have 
one son, Gary Robert, who is in third year 
Civii Engineering. Gary also has Business 
Administration, He is at the University of 
Alberta in Edmonton. 

Reg. A. Marvin graduated from the Un
iversity of Manitoba, as an Electrical En
gineer. He married Margaret Moore of 
Winnipeg. They have lived in Winnipeg, 
Regina and Montreal. In 1964 he was moved 
back to Winnipeg from Montreal and is Zone 
Power Utilities Sales Manager for Northern 
Electric Company. When he graduated, he 
joined the Northern Electric Company. They 
have two girls, Linda and Lorna. Linda 
married David Popkin in 1964. Linda grad
uated from McGill University as a Diet
ician. David is going through for a doctor. 
Lorna is going to McGill University, taking 
Science and Home Economics. 

Hazel Marvin married Jesse Ross and they 
are living in Rayston, B.C. Jesse Ross is 
Superintendent of Work for the Rayston Im
provement District. They have two children, 
Ronald and Shirley. Ronald married a Cum
berland girl and he is with the Royal Can
adian Air Force and is stationed at Trenton, 
Ontario. He has completed an Electronic 
Course with them. Shirley is taking her 
Grade XII in Courtney, B.C. 

Lawrence R. Marvin married Ruth Mc
Caimel of Regina' and they are living in 
Regina, They have two children, Sharon, 
14 years and Neil 10 years, who are in 
school. Lawrence runs a contracting business 
under the name of IVlarvin Construction Ltd. 

Elwin E. Marvin married Grace Fletcher 
of Red Deer, Alta., and they are living in 
Vancouver, B.C. They have one daughter, 
Diana, who is attending the University of 
British Columbia and is taking the Arts 
Course. Elwin is an Importer with Great 
West Imports. 

ACE MATHER 

F"rmed N 1/2 sec. 28-14-27, which in 
later years was bought and farmed by Andy 
Grant, 

LON MATHER 

Farm~dthe S 1/2 sec. of 28-14-27, which 
is at present owned by Jack Rollo. 

GORDON MAW 

Mr. Gordon Maw of Armstrong, B.C. traded 
his fruit farm for the Bradford farm at 
Arrow River in 1929. He and his wife and 
three boys came and resided here until the 
40's. The sons were George, Alec and Doug
las. George was mechanically minded and was 
a Greyhound bus-driver in 1946. He settled 
in Brandon, married and is now deceased 
leaving a wife and son. Alec, a lover of 
horses resided in the district after his 
marriage to Ella Conkergood of McAuley. 
They later moved to Elkhorn and raised 
their three daughters there. He passed away 
recently. Doug, the youngest took all of his 
schooling at Arrow River, joined the forces 
and was killed in action overseas. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gordon Maw retired in Winnipeg and 
are both deceased. 

HISTORY OF THE 

MAXFIELD F AMIL Y 

The Maxfield Homestead, on 4-13- 26 S.W. 
quarter was homesteaded in 1884 by Wm. 
Maxfield. He had come to Canada from the 
village of Ross, in Herefordshire, England, 
with his parents in 1882. 

In 1887 he married Caroline Crump. Car
oline also came from Herefordshire, England. 

Her parents John and Mary Crump had 
come to Winnipeg in 1882 and she followed 
two years later with her brother. She worked 
in Winnipeg for a while, then came to Elk
horn, where she was working at .the time 
of the Rlei Rebellion in 1885. She helped 
serve meals to the troops on the train. 

After losing their first three children all 
under the age of three years of age, they 
raised five children, three girls and two 
boys, namely: Ella Florence, who married 
Donald Munn, and now resides in New York 
State. They have two married daughters, 
Caroline and Amy. 

Charles Edward also resides in New York 
State. He has three married sons -- John, 
Robert and Gordon. 

Alfred James. who now lives across the 
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road from the old home married Florence 
Young of New York City in 1929. They have 
two children, a son Donald in Fort St. John 
and a daughter Phyllis, married and living 
in Portage la Prairie. 

Alice Emily" married James J. Morton in 
1929 and lives on a farm in the Miniota 
district 12-13- 27. They have four children, 
a daughter Ilse who is married, two sons -
Norman James and Edward Gordon, both 
living on the home farm, both married, and 
a daughter Mona, at home and attending 
school. 

Mary Edith, the youngest, married a local 
boy Norman J. McLaren in 1926. They have 
since left the district and are living in Kit
chener, Ontario. They have two boys -
Kenneth and Gary and a daughter Gwenneth, 
who are all married. 

During their years on the farm, William 
and Caroline engaged in mixed farming and 
experienced all the usual ure; and downs 
of the early pioneers. Caroline was a wond
erful help to the other settlers as she was 
a good midwife and always willing to go 
when called. She was noted for her butter
making and cooking and won prizes at the 
local fair. She died in 1941 at the age of 
eighty. 

William was fond of sports and played 
cricket on the Two Creeks Cricket team. 
He curled, enjoyed hunting, and also played 
the violin. 

He served several years on the Miniota 
Council and on the Ross School Board. 
After retiring from the farm he lived in 
Two Creeks and was referred to locally 
as the Mayor of Two Creeks. He passed 
away in 1961 in his 93rd year. 

CHARLOTTE LAVINA MCDONALD 

by Robert Penelton 

My sister Lottie married Robert McDon
ald of Hamiota in 1922, and they farmed 
there for many years. Robert was a brother 
to Mrs. Jim Warren. He passed away in 
1944, and in 1947 Lottie came to Miniota 
to make her home. She purchased the cot
tage now owned by Archie Hill. She passed 
away in 1955. 

MR. AND MRS. WM. MeGA VIN 

Mr. McGavin born at Mildmay, Ontario, 
came to Manitoba and made his home at 
Hamiota. He married Bernice E. Wiggins, 
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Wiggins of Arrow River. 

They made their home in Hamiota, later 
moving to the farm now occupied by Alvin 
Johnson 13-3-26, where he continued his 
carpent~ring trade. He built the Arr.ow Riv~r 
church, tearing down an old church m Haml
ota and moving it with teams and wagons. 
That same year he built the h0use now 
occupied by the storekeeper. Here, they 
made their home for a few years, before 
moving to Vancouver, B.C., continuing to 
combine carpentering and real estate, 

The had three children, Evelyn (Mrs. L, 
Mann), Edwin and William. 

Mr. and Mrs. McGavin have both passed 
away and are buried in Vancouver. 

JOHNSON MCGIBBON 

Farmed sec. N. W. 16Q 13-2'1, at present 
farmed by Jack Thompson. 

JOHN MCGILL VB.A Y 

Mr. and Mrs. John McGillvray came west 
from Elora, Ontario, about the year 1886. 
With Mrs. McGill vr9.Y' s brother, Arthur 
Ross, they began operating a store in the 
Arrow River district. Arthur left and was 
employed in Miniota, but McGiUvrays resided 
in the district for mB.ny years, before moving 
to Spy Hill, Saskatchewa11. 

They had three sons, Ross, Hugh and 
Hector. Ross was educated at Arrow River. 
He was handicapped by a stiff leg, hurt in 
an accident in Virden, when he with other 
children hitched their sleds to incoming 
horsedrawri sleighs. He died at Fort Wil
liam, Ontario, whilst returning from service 
in the navy during the First World War. 
Hughie, the second son, is remembered by 
some as the little fellow that always wore 
a kilt to church. Hugh and Hector lived at 
Welby, Saskatchewan, for years. 

While at Arrow River, Mr, and Mrs. 
McGillvray were both active community ~Tld 
church workers, the former being an elder 
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and the latter a Bible Class teacher. It 
has been said that Mrs. McGillvray was 
perhaps the most capable lay woman in the 
field of Bible knowledge that resided in 
the Miniota municipality in the pioneer years. 
Mrs. McGillvray passed away at Spy Hill 
in 1924, at the age of 64, her husband 
having predeceased her two or three years 
before. 

GEORGE MCKAY 

by D. Russel 

Mr. McKay, son of Mr. and Mrs. McKay, 
farmed near Arrow River, and later moved 
to a farm 1 1/2 miles west of the Two 
Creeks School. Mr. McKay was an uncle of 
Alex Sararas, and a brother of the former 
Margaret McKay, wife of Joseph Sararas. 

He came to the Two Creeks and Ross 
districts from the Brandon Hills, south of 
Brandon. He later married but had no child
ren, and moved to WinniPeg, where he was 
employed as a switch man for the C. P. R. 
yards. 

Mr. McKay's parents often talked of going 
to Brandon from Two Creeks with wheat 
to be made into flour. These trips were 
made with a team of oxen, with the men 
sleeping in shovelled out snow banks en 
route. They were truly pioneers. 

Mr. and Mrs. McKay lived in a stone 
house and farmed the land just west of 
the Ross Consolidated School. 

ALEXANDER & DAVID MCKEAN 

Alex and Dave were born in Middles
brough, York, England. Alex on November 
13, 1893 and Dave on July 3, 1895. Their 
parents died too young for either to re
member them. They were of a second mar
riage. Their mother had two other children, 
Dorothy and Jack Horner. During the 1914 
to 18 war both boys visited them and their 
families, but both have died since. 

Alex made inquiries about their parents. 
George McKean, their father was a foreman 
in a steel foundry in their home city. Alex 
talked to several men that had worked with 
his father. He also found their graves and 
put flowers on them. 

two boys had no relative able to care for 
them. They recall some places they were at 
and called them Aunt and Uncle also a 
seemingly rich lady that would call 'for them 
in coach and horses to visit with her. Also 
it was this lady that used to be the one they 
remember taking them to church or church 
picnics. She may have been the one who got 
the boys into the Dr. Barnardo Home. 

Alex can remember being in the home for 
a short time, -- all the boys being dressed 
in uniforms, singing in church choirs, and 
going to meals with many boys where they 
sat at long tables. There were girls in this 
Home, but in a different buUding. 

On the boat coming to Canada, there 
were girls coming also, but they were in one 
end of the boat and the boys in the other end. 

When Alex and Dave arrived in Winnipeg, 
they were told they would be separated. 
They were in some dormitory with small 
beds and I am sure big tears. When all was 
quiet, but still remembering of always having 
each other and knowing this was the ending, 
Alex curled up in Dave's bed. An under
standing matron let them be, 

Dave was with Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Thomp
son of Beulah until he joined the army in 
1917 and served in England. Dave won an 
Award Medal for staying at the home he 
was placed at for a given number of years. 
This was from August 1905 to 1917 -- 12 
years. Dave gave this medal to Alex before 
he died. 

Coming back to Miniota he worked around 
the district until he married Ruth Bryant, 
November 5, 1928. They lost a baby girl 
at birth. They have five boys. Jack married 
Viola Nankeville. He works for North Am
erican Van Lines, living in Red Deer, Al
berta. They have four children, two boys 
and two girls. 

Hugh of Brandon is unmarried and is with 
a construction company. 

Glen married Irene Jolley and he is with 
Trans Canada Gas Pipe Line as a station 
supervisor in Karen, Sask. They have three 
children, two girls and one boy. 

Donald married Jean Ingles and farms 
near Virden. They have four Children, one 
boy and three girls. 

Richard is still a teenager. He has com
At the time of their parents' death, the pleted a welding course in Manitoba Tech-
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nical School and is presently welding for a 
company in Winnipeg. 

Dave, Ruth and family lived for awhile 
in Arrow River. They purchased the Birch 
home in Miniota, and lived there till Dave's 
death. Ruth kept the family together and 
still has her home in Miniota. 

Alex came to Mini0ta by way of C.F.R. 
Dave must have gone by way of Birtle as 
they were separated in Winnipeg. 

Alex was at a sports day in Miniota sev
eral years later when he saw a boy he 
thought looked like his brother. He knew 
Dave was to go to Beulah, but had never 
heard from him nor of him. He had no 
idea how far or near Beulah was from 
Miniota. These two boys wanted to speak 
to each other but were to shy, but at last 
Alex asked him if he was Dave McKean. 
He said "yes", so Alex said "I'm your 
brother." 

Mr. Robinson came and told Alex it was 
time to go home to milk the cows. Alex 
said "This is my brother." Mr. Robinson 
gave him a shin plaster (25y paper money) 
and told him he could stay with his brother 
and he would come back for him later. 
Alex took the money into Mr. Forsyth's 
store and bought bananas. They walked down 
the track to talk and eat the fruit. 

The boys soon bought bicycles, so were 
able to visit. Alex was with Mr. and Mrs. 
Nick Robinson until he joined the army in 
1914. He served in France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands. Alex was awarded the Milit
ary Medal for bravery in the field. He 
assumed leadership of his company when their 
officer was wounded. 

Alex came back to Miniota after the war, 
working around the district until his mar
riage to Mary Beard in October 9, 1929. 

We lived on the home farm until Alex 
joined the Veterans Guards in 1941. We 
lived in town until his return home. Alex 
did railway work until he was disabled by 
an accident. He was bridge watchman until 
his retirement in 1958. Since that time he 
has had a little greenhouse in Miniota. 

We have four sons. Charlie took a course 
in plumbing at the Manitoba Technical School 
and worked for several years with Brick
wood Co. at Minnedosa and Rivers. but 

changed to Inter- City Gas when it came to 
our district, starting at Hamiota, Miniota, 
then to Minnedosa and now in Dauphin. 

He married Hazel Nesbitt of Oak River, 
in December, 1958. They have two boys 
Michael and Kent. 

Wilbur started with Manitoba Power in 
Miniota under Maurice Curry and has con
tinued in this work. He married Carolyne 
Morley, of Riding Mountain in September 
1959. They have two boys,Morley and Rodney 
and one girl, Christin. They llve InNeepawa.' 

Reinald has a truck and does construction 
work. He married Carol Palmer,' October 
27, 1961. They live in Bentley, Alberta. 
They have two girls, Jeanne and Roxanne 
and one boy Grant. 

Bob started in the Mounties, but after over 
a year of training things didn't work out 
for him. He had always wanted to go into 
banking, but bad luck hit him again, as by 
this time he was too old for that. He has 
trained as an'· electronic engineer in the 
R.c'A.F. and is posted in Marville, France. 
Bob married Sharon Dales in October, 1964. 
They have a baby boy Kevin. 

DONALD MCKENZIE 

The following history was taken from the 
History of Manitoba, which was published 
in 1913, with some additions to bring it up 
to date. 

General farming and stock raising have 
always occupied the energies of Donald Mc
Kenzie, who for thirty years has been en
gaged in cultivating a farm in the vicinity 
of Arrow River. He came here from Well
inton county in Ontario, but is a native of 
Scotland, his birth having occurred in Ross
shire October 20, 1847. His parents, John 
and Rhoda (Juner) McKenzie, emigrated to 
Canada with their family in the early' 50' s, 
settling in Ontario. There, the father, who 
was a day laborer in the old country, worked 
out until he had accumulated sufficient money 
to buy some land, when he began ~arming 
for himself. He passed away in February 
1912, at the age of 88 years, waile the 
mother whose death occurred in -April of 
the same year, was 94 at t\1e time of her 
demise. They are buried in Scarfs Church 
cemetery, Howeck township, Huron county, 
Ontario. 

As Donald McKenzie was a lad of only 
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six years when he accompanied his parents 
on their removal to America; the greatest 
part of his life has been passed on the 
Canadian frontier. A member of a family 
in limited circumstances, his early advant
ages were very meager. His education was 
begun in the public schools of Stratford, 
Ontario and oontinued in what was known 
as Brown's Bridge school, Fullerton town
ship, Perth county. At the age of fourteen 
years, he laid aside his text- books and 
assumed the duties of manhood. For a time 
thereafter, he assisted his father, and, when 
his services were not needed at home, 
worked out for ten dollars per month. He 
continued to be thus engaged until he was 
seventeen, when he hired out by the year 
at one hundred and twenty dollars. As he 
was thrifty, and temperate in his habits, 
he managed to save the greater portion of 
his earnings and, when he was 22 years of 
age, joined his father in the purchase of a 
hundred acres of wild land. Their holding 
was covered with a dense growth of heavy 
timber and many months were required to 
clear the land and prepare the soil for 
cultivation. They were associated in the 
cultivation of the place until 1882, and in 
the spring of that year, Mr. McKenzie 
sold his interest to his father and came to 
Manitoba. He arrived in Arrow River on 
the 28th of April, and immediately there
after exercised his homestead and pre-em
tion privileges, thus acquiring the nucleus 
of his present valuable farm. As opport
unity has afforded, he had increased his 
landed possessions until his farm now com
prises twelve hundred and eighty acres, 
located in townships 13 and 14, ranges 25 
and 26. About two hundred acres have been 
brought to a high state of productivitY and 
is planted to such crops as are best ad
apted to the soil. He also engages in stock
raising and formerly kept as high as a 
hundred and ten head of cattle, sixty horses 
and some swine and sheep. Of recent years, 
however, he has not developed this line of 
his business quite so extenSively as former
ly, He began his agricultural career in 
Manitoba with one cow and three teams of 
oxen and each year has witnessed an advance 
in his circumstances, until he is now num
bered among the prosperous residents of 
this community. The early experiences of 
Mr. McKenzie were very similar to those 
of many other pioneers of Manitoba and in~ 
volved many hardships and privations. Rapid 
City was his nearest trading point and there 
he also hauled all of his produce. On one 
occasion he made the journey for the purpose 
of purchasing some necess"ary household sup
plies and, on arriving home, discovered he 

had not bought any flour and had to return 
to town for this very necessary article. 

In Howeck township, Huron county, On
tario, in January 1869, Mr. McKenzie was 
married to Miss Catherine McLeod, adaugh
ter of Murdoch and Jane McLeod. The par
ents were pioneers of Ontario, where they 
both passed away, the father" being buried 
in Leachfield, now known as Gorrie, Ontario, 
and the mother in Scarf cemetery, Heweck 
township, Huron county. Six of the children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie are still 
living. In order of birth they are as follows: 
Rhoda, the wife of Jeremiah O'Callaghan, 
a farmer of this district. She reminisced 
and told this story when she was about 
ninety years old: "The McKenzie family 
came from Clifford, Ontario, to Winnipeg. 
They came by boat to Brandon, thence 
to Elliott's landing. Coming up the Assini
boine, the family got sfck on the boat. It 
proved to be diphtheria. Murdoch and John 
died two days after we landed. I (Rhooa) 
got better. I. was ten years old at the time. 
Mother was never well after, and it was 
about a year before she walked. The family 
lived in a little log house. Dad lived in a 
tent, while he built that house. The Mc
Kenzies came from a farm. They brought 
two yoke of oxen, traded them for mules. 
Dad came first with his oxen. During the 
illness of the family, Granny Taylor nursed 
them and she took Will and Alex to her 
home. The log cabin was in the bank. You 
went in one door to the kitchen then on 
top of the bank, was a door to the upstairs. 
Stones and iron pots were used to boil 
feed for the cattle. An iron pot was used 
for soap making. Soap was made from lye 
and rendered fat. Lye was made with ashes 
and water, put in a barrel with a strainer 
in the bottom. The liquid dripping through 
was lye. 

We were about two years without a school. 
In that two years, 1884-5, there was no 
organized school. Miss Elliott, Bill Elliott's 
sister, had been a teacher in Ontario. She 
taught the first school, then Mr. Grey for 
two years and then Mr. Jackman. 

In these early years, the family grew 
potatoes and some grain. There were flour 
mills at Rapid City, Shoal Lake and Birtle. 
We didn't like the Birtle flour, as there had 
been a lot of frozen grain around Birtle. 
We made our own yeast out of hops. If 
you ran out of yeast, you borrowed from a 
neighbor. Hops grew in the Assiniboine valley. 
Boiled hops added to other ingredients made 
an appetizing drink. To make bread, you 
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boiled the hops. Put flour in a bowl, strain 
the hop water onto the flour. Let this mix
ture cool and then add some old hop yeast 
or a round yeast cake, if you could buy 
them at the store. Let this mixture stand 
for a couple of days before you baked 
with it. 

We had no cows at the beginning. A drover 
came through buying and selling cows. Here 
we got our first cow and milked her and 
made butter. We didn't have a cream sep
arator. We poured the milk in shallow pans 
and when the cream had risen to the top, 
we skimmed it off. We had a dash churn. 
Cream could not be kept too long. Later, 
we sold milk to the cheese factory and 
butter to the local storekeepers. We didn't 
print our butter, we packed it in wooden 
tubs, lined with waxed paper and took it to 
the store. For our own use, we packed it 
in crocks." 

William left Arrow River about 1904 for 
the Bar U Ranch, High River, Alberta. 
This ranch now belongs to Senator Harry 
Hays, one time minister of agriculture. 
The first winter in Alberta he worked in 
a coal mine and the second winter in a liv
ery barn. The hard winter of 1906, he went 
to the Bar U ranch and stayed five years. 
He then went into the contracting business 
of building railroads. He later became a 
farmer and rancher at Bassano, Alberta. 
Alex joined his brother, Bill, at the Bar U 
and later worked with him on the railroad. 
Thomas also worked with his two brothers 
on the railroad and now resides, retired, 
in Bassano, Alberta. ElSie, the youngest 
daughter, who married L. E. Scow of Scotia, 
Manitoba, and spent much of her lifetime in 
the United States, also lives in Bassano, 
with her brother Thomas. Margaret mar
ried Duncan McConnell, a farmer in the 
Brock district of Saskatchewan, where they 
farmed for many years, and now resides in 
Kindersley, Saskatchewan. 

Mrs. McKenzie passed away April 28, 
1890, at the age of 44 years. Mr. McKen
zie later married Mrs. Lecky Graham. 
Mr. McKenzie passed away April 1918 and is 
interred in the Arrow River cemetery on his 
own farm. 

JOCK MCKENZIE 

daH's. He later married Victoria Rose Ariss 
and began farming in the Arrow River dis
trict on the south west quarter of 31-13-25. 
The first old school house was moved to its 
present site and remodelled for a home. 
Jock established the first herd of Ayrshire 
cattle in the district and a Scotsman's true 
love of horses was evident in his purebred 
Clydesdales. 

Tragedy struck when scarlet fever took two 
of his small children and then his wife, 
who passed away in Brandon Hospital in 
1923. In June, 1923, Jock held an auction 
sale, when seventeen registered Ayshire 
cows, some registered horses, andpigs'were 
sold. 

The Arrow River community lists among 
its tragedies the trials and suffering of this 
family. Worthy of mention, is the name of 
Mrs. Bradford, who went into this home and 
nursed the sick. Jock McKenzie took his 
family to Ontario. 

W. J. MCK~NZIE 

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. McKenzie came to 
Miniota from the Willen District in 1939 
and lived on the Hurlin Farm. They had a 
family of six: Jean, Gladys, Wes., Marion, 
Melvin and Milburn. 

Jean the eldest, married James Ewing. 
She and her husband are living in Ancaster, 
Ontario and she is employed in the Post 
Office there. Gladys worked as a steno
grapher for Mr. John Spalding for a number 
of years. She is now employed at the Univer
sity of Manitoba in Winnipeg. Marion who 
is married to James Henderson resides in 
Moose Jaw, Sask. Melvin, who enlisted in 
the Canadian Armed Forces in 1941 was in 
the war for the duration and came back 
with an English bride. They now reside 
in Winnipeg. Wes and Milburn reside in 
Miniota and their history appears else
where. 

W. J. McKenzie died in August 1947 at the 
age of 63. Mrs. McKenzie is presently living 
in Moose Jaw and is 81 years of age. 

WES MCKENZIE AND F,AMIL Y 

In the spring of 1935 I took leave of my 
Jock McKenzie was a young Scotsman, home after twenty-five years and came to 

who came to the Crandall and Scotia dis- the farm of Mr. Chris Ellerington Sr. to 
tricts, looking for work. One of the homes work as a farm labourer for the summer 
where he was employed was Morley Cran- months. This took place for five summers 
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at Mr. Ellerinton's farm. In 1940 I married 
Charlotte Wickham of Elkhorn. We made our 
home with my folks and helped my father 
with the work on the farm to which he had 
moved from Willen in 1939. 

In the fall of 1952 I got work as a mechanic 
in Johnson's Garage so we moved into town. 
At the present time I still work as a mec
hanic for P. C. Watts in Miniota. 

Our home was blessed with two sons, Ron
ald, born in 1945 on Armistice Day, Nov. 11th 
and Robert born on St. Valentine's Day 
Feb. 14, 1947. Ron is going to school in 
Brandon and Bob is attending the Miniota 
Collegiate. 

MILBURN MCKENZIE 

Milburn McKenzie, with his parents moved 
from the Willen District to Miniota on April 
18th, 1939. He completed high school in 
Miniota in June 1942. 

Milburn commenced work forW. L. Hodnett 
on February 1st, 1943. He spent two years, 
1950 and 1951 in Hamilton, Ontario before 
coming back to join Lindley Hodnett in part
nership as Hodnett and McKenzie, General 
Merchants. In 1962 the business was sold 
to the Miniota Consumers Co- op. 

On June 4th, 1955 he married Roberta 
Steven. They have three Children, Lauree 
born April 4th, 1958; Bill born August 18th, 
1959 and Alan born March 11th, 1961. 

Milburn is presently employed with the 
Twin Valley Co-op in Miniota and Roberta 
is employed with the Royal Bank at Miniota. 
They live in the residence which was orig
inally the Evans home. 

Milburn's father W. J. McKenzie died in 
August, 1947 at the age of 63. His mother 
is presently living in Moose Jaw and is 81 
years of age. 

JOHN MCKINNON 

John McKinnon was born in 1883, in For
farshire, Scotland. He came to Canada in 
1906 and worked in the Lenore district. 
John married Agnes Henderson Stuart of 
Lenore in 1907. They farmed around Kenton 
and Oakner, before they came to the Arrow 
River district, on the Bob Kidd farm in 
1920. In 1925. thev moved to the Jim Mit-

chell farm. 1928 found them on the Spence 
Littlejohn farm and 1936 on the Eli Sararas 
farm. In 1941, John bought the old Brad
ford farm south of Arrow River. 

Mr. and Mrs. McKinnon had four boys 
and four girls. John was born in 1907 
and married Mrs. Connie Walker. He is 
running the Municipal patrol. Angus was 
born in 1910 and married Mrs. Olga Gunson. 
He lives on his farm south of Arrow River. 
Nellie was born in 1909 and married Clark 
Moody. They live at Killarney, Man. Jim, 
who was Nellie's twin, died in 1964. Mary 
was born in 1913 and married George Curry 
of Carberry. Annabell was born in 1915 
and married Fred Elmburst of Carberry 
in 1939. In 1916, George was born and 
married Helen Tennant. He was killed over
seas in 1944. Florrie was born in 1920 and 
married Charles Derouin, of Brandon, in 
1946. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. McKinnon were well 
respected within the community. Mr. Mc
Kinnon was seen at all the sales for miles 
around. He was ready to pick up any bar
gains in livestock. Naturally, he was working 
for honest "John". Mrs. McKinnon passed 
away in 1945. 

JACK MCKINNON 

Jack McKinnon, the eldest son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. McKinnon of Arrow River was born 
in Logath, Manitoba. He received his edu
cation in Anworth, Kenton and Arrow River. 
He worked as a farm hand for Jehn Rudd 
and Ed Morrison of Crandall. He was em
ployed by the Rural Municipality of Miniota 
as patrol operator in 1950, and is still in 
their employ. He married Mrs. Connie Walk
er in 1960, and their first home was a 
trailer on a lot just east of the Post Office 
on Main Street. This was replaced by a new 
house in 1965. 

ANGUS MCKINNON 

I, Angus, was born on a farm near Oak
ner in 1910. Before moving to the Palm
erston district, when I was 10 years old, 
I had attended school at Anworth, near Ken
ton. My Arrow River school days were very 
short, a part of a year under Mr. Holmes. 
At that time, boys often stayed out of school 
until harvest was completed, which I did. 

After staying with my dad for a time, and 
working out for farmers around, I started 
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farming for myself in 1936, on the farm I 
now own. This farm had had many tenants 
and renters, among them Stowards, Harry 
Wiggins, Halls, Stills, Jimmy Jackson and 
Charlie Trout. 

Looking back, I remember asaboydrawing 
water to an old steam engine. I remember, 
too, George Douglas' portable gas engine 
and separator which took four horses to move 
the engine and another four to transport the 
separator. 

When I began farming, I had a small herd 
of cattle, the two year old heifers costing 
me eight dollars each and oats for my horses 
were bought for six cents a bushel. Mine 
is a stock farm. At first, I forked all tlie 
hay, then for years I used a sweep, with 
a horse at each end. Then, in step with 
the times, I bale it all. 

I married Olga Townson. Her daughter 
Laurel (Mrs. Peter Burr) lives in Arrow 
River and has three children. 

JOHN MCLEOD 

John McLeod was born in Ontario in 1860 
and came west in 1882, settling in the Arrow 
River district. In 1884 he returned to Ford
wich, Ontario, and married Sarah Harding 
bringing his bride to Arrow River. Here' 
they lived until 1890, when they moved t~ 
Melita, Manitoba. After two years, they de
cided to follow the railroad west and made 
their permanent home on the townsite which 
was later to be Estevan, Saskatchewan. 

In 1934, Mr. and Mrs. John McLeod cele
brated their golden wedding anniversary, 
when eighty-five citizens presented the m with 
a silver tea service. 

EWEN D. MCNAB 

by daughter, Elizabeth 

Ewen McNab was born on February 4, 
1872, in Priceville, Ontario. He received 
his early education at a little country school 
near his home and later attended business 
school and Normal in Durham. He taught 
school for a few years near his home an(l 
then came west. He was accompanied by 
his brother, Peter, and Tom Daly, all three 
working for a B. and B. construction crew 
of the railway. They went as far as the west 
coast and then my father and Mr. Daly 

returned to the Blaris district. My father 
worked for Mr. John Sunley and for Mr. 
Archie Little, before buying his farm, which 
was the east half of section 7 -14- 25. This 
was about the year 1906 and the neighbours 
gathered at a bee to help break up enough 
land for crop the first year. 

In 1908 he returned to Ontario and married 
Jennie Brown, of Fordwich, and together 
they returned to the farm at Arrow River. 
In 1922 they had a new house built on the 
farm which is at present occupied by Harry 
Gardham. 

During the first few years, they attended 
Blaris church where they both took an active 
part in church and community activities. 
When I started to school at Arrow River, 
they joined the church there and became 
members of many of the organizations. My 
father was secretary of the church for a 
time and taught Sunday School. He was a very 
enthusiastic member of the Canadian Order 
of Foresters, attending meetings at Crandall 
in all kinds of weather. He served a short 
term as councillor of the municipality but 
I believe he would be best remembered for 
his recitations which were part of many 
programs in those days. 

Mother was an active member of the W.I. 

1925 
Back Row, left to right: Mrs. L. Stevenson 
Steve Bell, Lawrence Stevenson, E. McNab; 
J,ohn MacPhail, John Bell. 
Middle Row: Sarah Stevenson, B'eth Stev
enson, Mrs. John Bell, Mrs. McNab, Philip 
Tomiski. 
Front Row: Tom Stevenson. M,argaret Ste
vens,on, Anna Fleming, John Fleming, Eli
zabeth McNab. 
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and a life member ofthe W. M. S. I remember 
our home as a very happy place where 
Mother's friendly personality made friends 
feel very welcome. 

I, ElIzabeth, was the only child and I 
attended school at Arrow River, then went 
to Winnipeg for my Normal. I taught at 
Ravine School (north of Lenore) and then 
married Leslie Shoemaker of Woodnorth, 
in 1937. We went to live on the original 
McNab farm after my father's death. We 
farmed there until 1946 when we sold the 
farm and went to Sidney. We had three child
ren, of whom Kenneth was the oldest. He was 
married to Dale Wood in September, 1962 
and they have two sons, Kevin and Todd. 
They are living in PortagE' where Ken is 
working as an accountant. 

Janet was the second child and she is 
now married to Charles Hawkins of Crooks
ton, Minnesota. They were married in July, 
1960 and have three children, Deborah, and 
twin boys Richard and Robert. 

Our youngest child, Leona Maxine, died 
when a baby, in 1940. 

JOHN AND NORMAN MCPHAIL 

John McPhail lived in a small home as 
a bachelor on the south west quarter of 
7-14-25. He is best remembered as the 
quiet, efficient secretary treasurer of the 
church during the 30's and left about 1940. 
Jessie Elliott became secretary when John 
moved and contact with him was lost. His 
brother, Norman, was not in the district 
for many years. 

G. MEDLEY 

Mr. G. Medley was a bachelor who worked 
for Mr. Dave Gerrand in the late 1890's. 
He is remembered as an amateur ventril
oquist and musician at social gatherings. 

GEORGE EDWARD MELLOR 

by Mrs. D. H. Harry 

The late Mr. George Edward Mellor was 
born in Staffordshire, England on September 
14th, 1871, and spent the early years of his 
life on an English farm. Later, following 
a business career in the County of Yorkshire, 
until coming to Canada in 1895. He resided 

in the Miniota district for thirty-three years. 
During that time he was interested in farm
ing and municipal work, having been the as
sessor for the Miniota Municipality for about 
twenty years, and secretary- treasurer of 
Glenlochar School. He admired good live
stock, and his main hobby was reading. 

He was m&rl'~ in 1895 to Miss H. Turner 
r:J Kent, England. There was one son and 
two daughters in the family, -- Geerge 
Edward Mellor, Miniotaj Mrs. D. Harry 
of Newdale, Man., and Helen Elizabeth, who 
passed away as a young child. 

Mr. Mellor died on January 25, 1932, and 
his wife three years later. Both were in
terred in Arrew River cemetery. 

N. JAMES MESSEL 

by Lena (Messel) Meehan 

My Mother and Dad lived in Miniota during 
1917-18, where dad was foreman for the 
C. N. R. After Miniota Dad worked at Levine, 
Selkirk and Rivers. He retired from the 
C. N. R. in 1954. He died in 1965, and 
Mother died in 1964. There were five child
ren: 

Bill, the oldest boy, born in 1912. He grad
uated from Daniel McIntyre Collegiate as an 
electrician, joined the army when the second 
world war started and served in all theaters 
from the Dieppe raid on, 1939-46, and was 
partially disabled. He stayed in Holland for 
two years after the war, then returned to 
Hamilton with a Dutch bride. He is pres
ently employed by the Steel Co. of Canada, 
and has t~ree children, two girls and one boy. 

Michael, was born in 1915, graduated from 
Wesley College in Winnipeg, then with honors 
in mining engineering from McGill Univer
sity in Montreal. He is married and they 
have one boy. They reside in Thetford 
Mines, Quebec, where he is General Man
ager of Lake Asbestos Mining Corporation. 
He has specialized is asbestos, and is a 
consultant in his field. 

Lena, myself, born in 1917, and gradu
ated from the Misercordia Hospital in 1938. 
I am married (Mrs. Frank Meehan), and 
have two boys and one girl; also one 
grandchild. I am presently a member of 
the teaching staff of St. Joseph's Hospital 
School of Nursing . 
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Marion, born in 1920, married John Fes
cuic, who is employed as yard foreman for 
the C. N. R. he re in Hamilton, Ontario. 
They do not have any children. 

Harry, born in 1923, graduated with honors 
from Royal Military College in Kingston, 
Ont., then from Queen's University in Kings
ton, and then from St. Andrew's College at 
St. Andrews, Scotland. He received his Ph.D. 
from the advanced Institute of Learning in 
Dublin, Ireland, and was awarded many out
standing honors and scholarships, and has 
gone far in the field of Physics. He has 
written several science books which are now 
being introduced into HighSchool and Univer
sity Courses. He is head of the School of 
Physics at the University of Sydney, Aust
ralia. He is married and has three girls. 

Andrew, the yougest, was born in 1926, 
is employed by the C. N. R., and resides 
in Rivers. He has six girls and two boys. 

HUBERT A. MEYRICK 

by Mrs. J. W. Lelond 

Having received a letter from my elder 
son, Noel, stating that you are collecting 
information about the early days of the 
Arrow River and Miniota districts of Man
itoba, and as I was a resident of the Blaris 
S. D. in 1898, I thought I would write to you 
directly and I hope that some of it, at any 
rate, may be of interest to you. 

In April 1898, I was a junior clerk in 
the Capital and Counties Bank branch in 
Steyning, Sussex, England. At that time a 
Captain Dowell, whose home was in Hove, 
near B1;'ighton in Sussex) was a Govern
ment Inspector of Schools for that part of 
West Sussex. My father, the Rev. H. D. 
Meyrick, was Vicar of Upper Beeding, a small 
village about 1 1/2 miles from Steyning 
and our home was called the Priory, about 
1 1/2 miles north of the village. Captain 
Dowell was a visitor at the Priory every 
time he officially visited Beeding. This 
Captain Dowell told me that he had been 
"kicked-out" from home when he was 14and 
ran away to sea and rose the the rank of 
Captain in that career. At that time there 
was a big emigration of young fellows to 
Canada, Australia. New Zealand and SQuth 
Africa. 

me and on what terms. Dowell's reply to my 
dad was nothing if not terse and to the 
point, ending up with "as long as I suit 
him and he suits me, he is welcome". As 
a result, I too came to Canada. 

When we arrived in Canada, I and two 01 
three other young fellows travelled in a 
colonist coach as far as Brandon, where 
I left the train, to be told the train to Hami
ota only ran 3 days a week, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays. I found out later 
that Dowell had gone from his place to 
Hamiota figuring I would have arrived there 
on the Saturday, so we three young fellows 
hired a democrat from Beaubier livery stable 
and set out for Rapid City and Hamiota. 
The other two left the rig at Rapid City 
and I continued on to Hamiota. This was 
Sunday afternoon, when outside of Pettapiece, 
one of the team collapsed and died. I got 
a lift into Hamiota and promptly hired some
one to take me to Dowell's place, which as 
far as I can remember was about 12 or so 
miles west of Hamiota. 

That Sunday afternoon I met H. A. Blandy 
and A. D. Bird, who had walked over from 
Blandy's place. Being a bachelor, Dowell 

My father wrote to Harry Dowell, son of Early 1907. Mr. and Mrs. Hu~rt Meyrick 
Captain Dowell, asking if he would accept and son Noel. 

-- 395 --



didn' t require many chairs, so I spent my 
first visit sitting on the floor in a corner. The 
other three corners were occupied by Blandy, 
Bird and Dowell, where we discussed the 
topics of the day. I was then 19 and my 20th 
birthday came in July of that year. 

To the north east of Dowell's land was 
Enos Torrance and the horse power was 
located on his farm. Dowell was one of six 
owners of a thresher, driven by a sweep 
horse power and this was stored for the 
winter at Enos' place and connected with a 
grinder and grain was hauled there to be 
crushed into "chop". The mill was located 
in a granary and I remember going there 
with Dowell one very cold day in January, 
with a load of oats to be ground. Enos and 
I were in the building, handling the grain 
from and into bags. Dowell was on the out
side, driving the two teams of horses. This 
was before the days of sheepskin lined coats 
and fur coats were for the well-to-do. That 
night, when the chores were done, Dowell 
woke me and got me to go and fetch Blandy, 
who lived three miles south. He was suf
fering severe abdominal pain and wante<;l 
help and apparently Blandy had assisted him 
before. It was 35 below zero that night, 
as I hitched a quiet mare to a toboggan 
and arrived a~ Blandy's sometime after mid
night. I got one of the shocks of my life 
(when Blandy told me to wait for him in 
the kitchen) to see a pail of water on the 
ta.ble with just a thin_ skin of ice on the 
water, as a similar pail of water in the 
shanty would be inches thick with ice. So 
I asked Blandy how long the pail of water 
had been in the kitchen, and he said" since 
I did the chores". The contrast in the 
temperature between Dowell's shanty and 
Blandy's kitchen was such that I made a 
resolve to work for married men after 
that experience. Blandy sat on my knees and 
legs on the trip to Dowell's place, and when 
we got there, he left me in the toboggan 
while he attended to Dowell. It was quite 
a while before I could roll out of the tob
oggan and unhitch the mare, and another 
space of time before I could stand up. I 
really thought I was frozen stiff. 

I stayed with Dowell until Jim Mitchell 
started up his threshing outfit, threshing his 
own wheat, his brother Bill's wheat and his 
father's wheat. A younger brother, John, 
ran the father's place then. 

boine had been condemned as unsafe, but it 
was permitted to be used, and heavy out
fits, like tractors, had to be handled very 
carefully, and at their owner's risk. I don't 
remember all the fellows on the outfit, but Bill 
Tennant was the separator man, Matt Wilson 
the busheler, Sandy Hanlin (an American) 
was straw bucker and a lame Englishman 
was the fireman. I was a pitcher and a chap 
Bruce Wallace, was also a pitcher and also 
one of the Lelond boys. 

When it came to moving the outfit across 
the bridge, the separator was hauled across 
by horses and all the water run out of the 
boiler to reduce weight. Matt Wilson, Sandy 
Hanlin and myself (we were the three tallest 
men) literally pulled the engine across by 
rotating the fly wheel. The oid bridge timbers 
creaked and groaned, but the engine went 
across. The water man soon had the boiler 
filled and the other fellows had collected dry 
willows and thus steam was got up. I have 
often thought of that time and wondered how 
many of the fellows who took part are still 
living. Jim Mitchell was as white as a 
sheet, holding the steering wheel. 

In 1901 I put in part of the summer with 
Horace Paynter, cutting scrub for the munic
ipality of Miniota and the balance of 1901 
helping my future brother-in-law, Chris 
Winter. 

One amusing incident happened to me in 
1900. Huntly Malcolm, who had married one 
of my future wife's older sisters, was build
ing a big stone house two miles from Hooper's 
Lake. He had a very competent hired man 
working for him by the name of Jim Menary. 
Jim drew many loads of sand from the shores 
of Hooper's Lake for the masons. I was also 
told to go and get a load of sand for Mr. 
CoHart. There was only a trail part way, 
the rest was all prairie sod. I hitched up 
the oxen to the wagon, which had a new 
box, holding at least 60 bushels of whe.at. 
I went to Hooper's Lake and, not havmg 
the faintest idea of what constituted a load, 
I filled the box to the top and was ready 
for home. The oxen did not have harness 
and double trees, but a heavy yoke on their 
necks and a logging chain. 

I told the oxen to "get up" and it seemed 
an extra long time for the four wheels to 
begin to revolve. Finally we got going and 
headed for CoHart's. For part of the trip 

Jim Mitchell made his annual move with there was no trail, simply prairie sod, and 
his threshing outfit to Jim Elder's farm in the wheels must have cut in at least four 
the Montgomery district, about 7 miles inches. Finally we arrived in CoHart's yard. 
north of Virden. The bridge over the Assini- CoUart was a big, red-bearded Scotsman and 
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when he saw my load he said "Truly, the 
Lord looks after green Englishmen". I had 
a 60 bushel box full of sand! 

I was on Jim Mitchell's threshing gang 
in 1898 and '99. One amusing incident oc
curred in 1900. I had left my jacket near 
the machine and when cleaning up, it went 
through the separator, wrecking the concaves, 
but my $5 bill was intact, with no sign of 
my wallet. 

One more incident recorded in the letter 
from Mr. Meyrick told of the threshing gang, 
including Mr. Meyrick himself, being fired 
for refusing to thresh after supper. However, 
he was re-hired as five men could not be 
found over Sunday as replacements. 

One of the main reasons for my not wanting 
to work was the fact that the famous 
Indian P~tess, Pauline Johnson, was to give 
a recital in Birtle that evening and I had 
been asked by Miss W inter to escort her. 
I was married to her in July 1904, the first 
wedding in the new Blenheim Anglican Church. 
From 1904-1918 I lived in the Tantallon 
district, of the Qu' Appelle Valley and from 
1918 to 1944 further east down the same 
valley. I left Spy Hill district in 1944 and 
came to the Fraser Valley. 

(Other excerpts from Mr. Meyrick's letter 
will be seen elsewhere in this book.) 

J. H. MIDDLETON 

by Mrs. J. Walker 

Mr. Middleton moved to Miniota from 
Tate, Sask. on an exchange with Mr. Ben 
Woods. He came on November 1, 1936, 
with a housekeeper, a son and a daughter, 
and was Section Foreman until January 1948, 
when he moved to Yarbo Sask. He was a 
member of the Miniota LO.O.F. holding sev
eral offices, and is now retired and living 
in Vancouver, B.C. 

His son Wilfred was one of the first 
boys to join the army in 1939, in the Win
nipeg Grenadiers, and is now living in St. 
James. His daughter Mary is living in Fort 
St. John, B.C. Two more sons and daughters 
are: Bill, living in Calgary, Jim in Sardis 
B.C., Helen in Vancouver and Anne in Virden. 
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WILLIAM MILLER 

by Mrs. W. Grey 

William Miller was born on October 
23 1879 at Smith Creek, Michigan. In 
1897 he' came to the Bradwardine district 
where he worked for different farmers. 

In 1899 , he married Rachel Chapman, 
daughter of Ingram and Jane Chapman, of 
Harding. They worked for a Mr. Chadburn 
in the Kenton district for a time and during 
that time they had two daughters, Laura, 
Mrs. William Grey of Hamiota, and Allie, 
Mrs. Ernest Sunley now living on the former 
John Sunley farm in the Blaris district. 

In 1902 Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Kelly, 
neighbors' of the Ingram Chapman family at 
Harding, decided to start farmi.ng near Isa~ 
bella. During that summer, they worked 
the land, and were busy building a house and 
stable for the stock, with the Millers helping 
any spare time they had. 

On November 26, 1903, the Kellys moved 
their stock and household goods to this farm, 
where William Gilchrist now lives. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Miller, with their two daughters 
came from Kenton, staying at the Kelly home 
for that winter. 

The following spring, they moved to the 
Frank Percy farm, N.E. 17-14~25, in the 
Blaris district. Later, Mr. Lawrence Hunkin 
bought this farm, which is now owned by 
his son, Larry Hunkin. 

About this time,John Miller, a brother 
of William Miller, had come west. He stayed 
at the Kelly's to help with the building. 

In 1904, William Miller purchased the 
southwest quarter of 17-14-25, which was all 
prairie land. His brother, John, helped to 
do some breaking and also helped to erect 
a shanty type frame house, with a kitchen -
living room combined, and a bedroom on 
either end. They also built a stable for the 
team of horses, a cow and a few Chickens. 
This stable was later replaced with a small 
barn. John Miller then went to Rosetown, 
Saskatchewan, where he took up farming. 

The Millers lived on this farm until Spring, 
1912, when the land, which is good black 
loam, was practically all under cultivation. 
There was a good dug well, quite close 
to the house . 
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Six of the family were born on this farm. 
Clayton lives at Kenora, Ontario. May (Mrs. 
Peter Stewart) passed away July 10, 1942. 
Lome, lives on the home farm. Earle lives 
on the former William Rowles farm in the 
Blaris district. Two babies died in infancy. 

In 1912, this farm was sold to Mr. George 
Torrance. The Millers purchased the Henry 
Wilson farm, tpe west half of 30-14-25, so 
the family would be near the school and 
Blaris Church, which was on the southwest 
corner of the farm. Later the southeast 
quarter of this section was also bought. 
While on this farm, two sons were born, 
Edmund and Levi. They are now living in 
Alberni B.C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Miller lived on this farm 
until they passed away in 1946. Mr. Miller 
on February 23 and Mrs. Miller on June 23. 

Mr. Miller was always keenly interested 
in the school, being a trustee of Blaris 
school for sixteen years. A couple of years 
after the Miniota Municipal School was in
augurated, he was again a trustee, until 
he retired on account of failing health. 

He was also an avid baseball fan, playing 
on the team, and later was manager of the 
Blaris Ball Club. 

JAMES MILNE 

I came to this country from Aberdeen, 
Scotland with my parents, to Hargrave, 
Manitoba on March 20th, 1910. They worked 
for Stewart Gellie for four years, before 
starting to farm for themselves five miles 
north of Virden, in the Montgomery district. 
I received what education I got in the country 
schools of that district. 

On November 2, 1927, I married Annie 
Smith, who came from Manchester, England 
with her parents in 1911, and resided in 
the Virden area. After our marriage we 
came to our own farm at Beulah, on sec. 
N.W. 29-15- 26, then· known as the Mont
gomery farm. Some of our neighbors were: 
Dick Reid, Bill Boulton, Charlie Graham, 
Stewarts, Sewards, Bill Pierce, Haws and 
Massinas. We used to do all our land work 
with horses, gradually changing over to trac
tors as times got better. We hauled our 
grain to the U. G. G. elevator with team 
and wagon, Mr. Joe Chisholm being the 
grain buyer. 

I was in office as councilor starting in 

the spring of 1939 until the end of 1944, 
for ward two. 

I have a son and daughter. My daughter, 
Kathleen, now residing in Virden, got mar
ried in June 1951. I lost my wife in May 
1960, and when my son, James William got 
married in October 1961, he bought the farm 
and I retired to live in Miniota. 

J. S. MITCHELL 

by daughter, Jessie 

Ours is a comparatively small family tree 
but it is growing and we hope to compete 
with some of the larger trees in years to 
come. Through no fault of our own, we are 
not related to the Mitchells south of town, 
but are a solitary tribe who settled north 
of town -- better known as "Blacksmith" 
Mitchell. 

Mrs. Mitchell was born Sarah Jane Pil
cher in Folkstone, England. Mr. Mitchell 
was born in Rosarty near Aberdeen, Scot
land. He was a blacksmith by trade and at 
the time of his marriage was shoeing horses 
for a big cab company in London. Through 
foresight he realized that, with the advent 
of motor vehicles, he was not assured of 
a life's work in that trade, so soon after 
their marriage they came to Canada to seek 
their fortune. This was in 1906. Mr. Mitchell 
came first and worked in Winnipeg for a 
short time. Then he moved to Hamiota and, 
when he was settled there, Mrs. Mitchell 
followed. They lived at the Central Boarding 
House, which I understand was recently de
molished and replaced by the Hamiota Hotel. 
After a short time in Hamiota Mr. and Mrs. 
Mitchell moved to Arrow River where he 
bought the blacksmithing business. The shop 
at that time was located just south of the 
C. P. R. crossing and they lived in the house 
now occupied by Mrs. Morrow. Twochildren 
were born at Arrow River -- John Edward 
and Jessie Muriel. In 1916 they moved to 
the farm 5-14- 25 where they carried on 
mixed farming. There the third child -- Mar
jorie Jean -- was born. 

John E. (Johnnie) married Georgina Tor
rance, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Torrance. There were two children -- Jan
ice and Duncan. Johnnie passed away in 1946 
"l.t the age of 37. Georgina later married 
Harry Gardham. Duncan Mitchell married 
Marjorie McFarlane in 1966. They now re
side at Dawson Creek, B.C. and have a baby 
daughter. Janice married Murray Carnegie 
and they have two little girls. 
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Marjorie (Marj) married Ray O'Connor of 
Winnipeg and they have three children -
Lynda Rae, Carolyn Ann and Danny James. 
With Johnnie's passing, Marj and Ray 0' 
Connor moved to the farm where they are 
now residing. Lynda married Barry Lyng 
of Crandall. They have a girl and a boy and 
reside in Brandon. Carolyn married Barry 
White of Pope and at present are residing 
in Crandall. They have one boy. Danny O'
Connor is now eleven years of age and is 
still going to school. 

Mr. Mitchell passed away in 1952 after 
a year of almost total disability. Mrs. Mit
chell was quite active right up until the time 
of her death in 1956 at the age of 79. 

Mr. Mitchell was an elder of Arrow River 
United Church for a number of years and 
Mrs. Mitchell was a life member of the 
Arrow River W. M. S. 

I -- Jessie -- am still in the grain busi
ness, having been a stenographer with a 
grain company in Winnipeg for the past 15 
or 20 years. 

You will note this is the J. S. Mitchell 
history. The "S" does not stand for any
thing but had to be inserted to distinguish 
us from that big "tree" south of town. 

JAMES MITCHELL 

Mr. and Mrs. James Mitchell and family of 
four sons and two daughters, who in 1882 
arrived in the Arrow River district, were 
real pionee rs of this country. 

Mr. Mitchell was born in Hawick, Scotland, 
on 12th October, 1830, being the youngest 
of a family of seventeen. He made two trips 
to Canada as a young man, and it was not 
known how long his first visit lasted, but 
on his second trip in 1854, which took 76 
days by sailing boat, he settled in Galt, 
Ontario, to make Canada his future home. 

Mrs. Mitchell, the former Janet Waugh, 
was born in Moffat, Scotland, on July 25, 
1836, and arrived in Canada with her par
ents in 1853 and settled in Hamilton, Ontario, 
and later in Galt, Ontario. It is believed 
that her mother's father, whose name was 
Bell, was the first Masonic funeral to be 
held in the now City of Hamilton, Ontario. 
In 1862, she was married to James Mitchell 
in Galt, Ontario, where their first son, 
James Waugh, was born. Moving to Mitchell, 
Ontario, where they lived for a short time, 
the second son, William Waugh, was born. 
From here, they moved to Guelph, Ontario, 

Mitchell Family 
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where two sons, Thomas Bell and John Ro
bert, and two daughters, May and Anne 
Murray, the latter name being after her fa
ther's mother's maiden name. Two younger 
sons died at an early age and are buried in 
Guelph, Ontario. 

While living in Guelph, Mr. Mitchell with 
his three older sons emigrated to Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, by way of Chicago and St. Paul, 
and then north to Winnipeg. Settling in Win
nipeg, Mr. Mitchell was a building contractor 
and also operated a lumber yard, with the 
help of his sons who found other employment 
to help the family income. Letters show that 
general labor received $2.50 to $3.00 per 
day and bricklayers $7.00 a day, and struck 
for more money every Monday. In 1881, 
at the age of 15, Tom was engineer in a 
steam laundry in Winnipeg. With the intention 
of bringing Mrs. Mitchell and family to Win
nipeg to live, the family had built a home 
for them which would have been within two 
blocks of the present 1964 City Hall and 
Administration Buildings. 

The year 1882 saw Mr. Mitchell and his 
sons again move west by C.P.R. to the then 
end of the steel, Flat Creek, Manitoba, 
which was about three miles east of the 
present town of Oak Lake, Manitoba. From 
there they walked north and west to Birtle, 
Manitoba, to register for homesteads for 
the family, with home being selected on the 
s.e. 12-13- 26, four miles south of the pre
sent Arrow River, on the banks of the As
siniboine Valley, which they named Valley 
View, which is one of the most picturesque 
places in Canada. 

The first home was built of prairie sad 
with thatched roof, no windows and only an 
opening for a door, what a place to bring a 
young wife and family! The following year 
log houses, stables and granaries were built 
from timber taken from the Assiniboine 
Valley. This was to be followed in 1895, when 
one of the first solid field stone houses 
was built and for many years was a landmark 
and home for the weary traveller. After set
ting up three homesteads, they" found the 
best shopping centre and post office would be 
at Virden, Manitoba, on the C.P.R. main 
line, which had been continued west. This 
was about 22 miles south and across the 
Assiniboine valley and river. 

In 1882, the site of Upper Fort Garry in 
Winnipeg was demolished, under the direc
tion of Factor Anderson of the Hudson Bay 
Company. Mr. Mitchell purchased some of the 
original timber and had it transported by 

boat up the Assiniboine River to a landing 
place where Mr. Mitchell built a ferry to 
take people and vehicles across the river. 
This was not a money-making venture, but 
more pioneering and a desire to help others. 
On this timber, from the Upper Fort, were 
some large hand- made binges from. the 
gates. These were used for many years on 
granaries and stables and discarded as being 
too large and heavy in later years. They 
were, however, eventually recovered and pre
sented to the Winnipeg museum for their 
historical exhibit. The same kind are today 
on the original gate, which was left standing 
and was presented to the Historical Society 
of Canada, by the Hudson Bay Company in 
1887. 

As well as operating the ferry, Mr. Mit
chell built himself a small shack or build
ing in the valley, where he, being qualified 
as a weaver in Scotland, did the same work 
for his friends and family. When he was at 
home and was called to the ferry by a bell 
he had set up, the customer would know his 
message had been received when a flag 
was hoisted. The ferry being the main stop
ping place for many travellers, it was not 
uncommon for Mrs. Mitchell to awake in the 
morning and find her home filled with 
strangers. Their doors being never locked, 
they made a host of friends. 

Mr. Mitchell was well known in Scotland 
and Canada for his sports activities and won 
many competitions for putting the shot and 
tossing the. cabre. He was also a great 
reader and one of his favorite papers was 
the "Scientific American", which was com
parable to the present Modern Mechanics 
magazines. 

In his early days, Mr. Mitchell had a high 
regard for the sea and invented what he 
hoped would be an unsinkable lifeboat. This 
took much of his time and any money he 
could save from farming, including mort
gages on the farm. The first boat was built 
by Mr. Jock Reid, a well known building con
tractor in Virden, Manitoba. This was tested 
from the well known Mitchell bridge which 
had replaced the ferry. Mitchell was a very 
determined man and, after many years of 
study and testing, and near his 80th birth
day, he took his boat to Halifax, Liverpool, 
England, and Le Havre, France, where it 
was tested from the largest ocean liners 
afloat and in some cases from the docks and 
in all trials the launchings were quite suc
cessful. For many years one of his boats 
was on exhibition in a museum in Le Havre, 
France. On this trip, he met many high 

- 400-



Launching an Unsinkable Lifeboat. 
Remarkable snapshot at the trial yesterday at Liverpool of an unsinkable, 
non-collapsible lifeboat. The vessel is seen being launched with four men in 
her, and they were n,O<t inconvenienced in the slightest. Inset-Mr. James 
Mitchell, the inventor, who has brought the lifeboat over from Canada to be 
tried before the various authorities. 

officials of the shipping lines and also had 
a personal interview in London with Lord 
Strathcona, former Governor General of 
Canada, all of whom were favorably im
pressed with his boat. Returning to Canada, 
he was approached by Bobbie Leech, a stunt 
man, who wished to take the boat over Niagara 
Falls. Change.", were made in this venture and 
the boat was put in the uppe r river, with 
ballast corresponding to the weight of Leech 
in it for a trial run. With no one aboard to 
steer the boat, records show it was strand
ed for 22 minutes on one of the islands 
above the falls, before breaking loose and 
plunging over the falls. Although badly splin
tered from being stranded, it did not sink. 
This was in December 1910, and Bobbie Leech 
stated he was confident he could have made 
a successful trip had he been aboard, to 
steer the ship. It has become history that 
the following year, in 1911, Mr. Leech made 
a trip over the same falls in a steel barrel, 
being the second person in history to ac
complish such a feat. 

Following these events, Mr. Mitchell ap
proached the Government in ottawa to take 
up his invention and assist in saving lives 

at sea. This request was favorably receiv
ed, but unfortunately in the election of 1911, 
the government in power was defeated andno 
further action was available. In more recent 
years, it is very notable that Major Lloyd 
Hill of Niagara Falls went through the rapids 
below the falls, after being stopped by the 
authorities from going over the falls, and the 
barrel he made his historic trip in is now 
on ~isplay on tne main street of Niagara 
Falls, and from outward appearances is of 
the same shape and design as the Mitchell 
lifeboat. 

Although the telephones were not installed 
in the Municipality of Miniota until 1910-12, 
the Mitchells had a private line run along 
the fence poles from the parents farm to the 
home of their son, Jim. One way conversation 
at a time and operated by dry cell batteries, 
it was a first in this district from about 
1908 until the municipal phones arrived. 

As lime was necessary, when homes and 
stables were being built from stones, Mr. 
Mitchell Sr. had his own lime kiln on the 
hills of the valley and supplied his neighbors 
as well as having plenty for his own use, 
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Good drinking water was hard to locate 
on the farm and it was often necessary to 
dig over one hundred feet deep to get a gocid 
supply. This water was very cold when 
brought up by pail and rope, and the well 
made a good deep freeze for the milk, 
cream and butter. Ice was in later years 
brought up from the river and put in ice 
houses between layers of straw. 

Each farmer had his own smoke house and 
cured his own hams and bacon from burning 
the bark of oak trees, a taste long to be 
remembered. 

Thomas Bell Mitchell seemed to be more 
of the adventurous type. In early life, he 
drove a team of mules, serving as water boy 
on the construction of the railway from Me
dicine Hat to Lethbridge, Alberta. He then 
moved to Oak Lake, Manitoba, where he was 
steam engineer in a flour mill. During this 
time, he purchased the first steam traction 
engine to be used in that district and did 
cystom threshing. In the year 1903 he pur
chased a machine shop in Virden, where all 
kinds of machine and steam boiler repair 
work was done for customers, from many 
miles both north and south and many miles 
west into Saskatchewan. From the east they 
went either to Brandon or Virden. In 1906 
he purchased his first automobile, being a 
single cylinder Oldsmobile, which was the 
first auto to travel in the Miniota and Arrow 
River area. From this tim~, the machine 
shop gradually took the name of "Mitchell's 
Garage," which was the first and only one 
for many years in this area, and many of 
the residents of the Arrow River and Miniota 
districts purchased either new or used cars 
from T.B., as he was known by all. 

For many years he served as Alderman on 
the local council and later as Mayor of the 
town of Virden and was well known as a 
booster for good roads in the Municipality 
of Wallace, and served as one of the Pro
vincial Judges for all roads in the Province 
of Manitoba. 

mechanics. Bert, the eldest, left home in 
1910, to be Service Manager of the Ford 

.. MJ)tof .. Company, branch in Vancouver, and 
lat~t"n~ld the same position in Montreal 
and' Toronto and continued in the industry 
until his death' in Toronto in 1954. His widow 
and daughter still live in Toronto, their two 
sons lost their lives as pilots intheR.C.A.F. 
during the second world war. Alex also work
ed for the Ford Company and was Service 
Manager of the Calgary branch until resign
ing to join the army in 1915. On returning 
from overseas, in 1919, he again joined his 
father in Virden, until his father's death 
in 1926, when he moved to Winnipeg and 
followed the motor trade for many years. 
Now retired, he still lives with his family 
in Winnipeg. 

The eldest daughter, May Mitchell, was 
married in 1904 to Reverend Sydney D. 
Thomas, who, a short time before, came 
from Wales and was the Anglican minister 
in Miniota and district for some years, 
until they moved to Rivers, Man., which 
was well known then as a railway centre. 
Later they moved to California to make 
their home, and Mr. Thomas served as chap
lain in the American Army during the 1914-
18 war. They had two daughters who still 
live in California with their families. Gwen 
(Mrs. Harold Crow) Hves in Gilroy and Ja
net (Mrs. P. R. Colson) at Saratoga, Cali
fornia. 

JAMES WAUGH MITCHELL 

James Waugh Mitchell, the eldest son of 
Jam~s Mitchell and Janet Waugh Mitchell, 
was born at Galt, Ontario, January 22, 1863. 
His parents later moved to Mitchell, then to 
Guelph, where Mr. Mitchell received his edu
cation. As a young man, he worked on a 
sheep ranch in the state of Colorada, U.S.A. 
In 1880, he and his brother, Tom and their 
father, came to Winnipeg where they operat
ed a lumber yard. In 1882, they came by 
train to Flat Creek, Manitoba, three miles 
east of Oak Lake, and walked from there to 

He married Mary Cripps, of Battersea, Birtle to register for homesteads. Mr. J. W. 
England, who had come to Canada in 1885 Mitchell homesteaded the south west quarter 
to join her brother, Thomas Cripps, who had of 12-13- 26, and lived in a sod shanty until 
arrived in 1882 at Winnipeg and later took a fine brick home WaS built in 1897. During 
up his homestead atW .S. 1/4 section 6-13-26, the slack time, between seasons, he helped 
which was also the first post office for the with the construction of the C.P.R. through 
Two Creeks district. They had two sons, the Rocky Mountains and often mentioned 
Albert Cripps Mitchell and Thomas Alex Shushup Lake and Kicking Horse Pass, when 
Mitchell. When leaving school, the two sons telling about his experiences. Mr. Mitchell 
like their father, were interested in auto- had a threshing outfit and did a good deal of 
mobiles and were among the first young custom work, around Blaris and Virden, 
men in Manitoba to learn the trade as employing 25 men during the busy season. 
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He had a portable engine he called Betsy 
and, when going across the bridge on the 
Assiniboine, they used to have to drain the 
water out of the engine and run it over by 
hand. He used a big team of horses, Prince 
and Sam, to haul the separator from one place 
to another. Later on, Betsy was traded for a 
big Reeves engine, that could pull the separa
tor, so the team was no longer needed for 
the job. He had bought a' quarter of school 
land, adjoining the homestead, the north east 
Ol.Iarter of 11-13- 261 and later purchased the 
west half of 7-13-~5, one mile east of his 
homestead. He had hired couples, who lived 
in a separate house. He did some breaking 
with the. Reeves engine and a four bottom 
plow. 

In 1910 he bought a Reo car, the first in 
the district. It had no front doors, had a 
Presto tank on the running board, that sup
plied the lights. The gear shift was on the 
outside ()f the left side of the car and there 
was a rubber bulb horn that you squeezed. 

Mr. Mitchell was Reeve of the Miniota 
Municipality from 1915-27, and was president 
of the Union of Municipalities, for two terms. 
During his term as reeve, he promoted the 
building of good roads. 

He was well known in the Masonic LodgE 
and was Past Master of the Virden lodge for 
several terms. He was faithful in his at
tendance at the meetings, and drove the 
20 miles to Virden, winter and summer, with 
a team of horses and a buggy or cutter, 
until he purchased his car. 

On November 10, 1897, Mr. Mitchell and 
Miss Anna Lynch were married. They had 
a family of four girls, Merle, Vera, Grace 
and Ruth. Mrs. Mitchell was born near Flo
rence, Ontario, October 30, 1872, the daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Lynch. She had 
come to Winnipeg at the age of nine and to 
the Birtle farm, now owned by Jack Collier, 
at the age of eleven. She was educated at 
the old Arrow River school, attendedN0rmai 
and th~n taught school at Arrow River and 
Sarahv1lle schools, driving from home each 
day with the harse and cart. The four Mit
chell girls attended school at Brighton, 
Ruth later going to Arrow River. Then they 
all attended Brandon College. 

where he took a course in electricify. Mter 
the end of the war, he remained at home for 
a time, then went to Winnipeg where he took 
a course in radio. 

Anna received her education at Blaris, Ar
row River, Miniota and Hamiota schools, 
taught on permit for a year at Marney, 
then took her Normal in Winnipeg. She taught 
school at BeUlah and Kenville. On April 12, 
1952, she was married to George Jamieson, 
a grain buyer at KenviUe. They have four 
children, Caroline, Noreen, Mervyn and 
Gwen. Harvey received his education at Blaris 
and Miniota, then stayed on the farm with 
his father. When the father and mother re
tired from the farm in the fall of 1963, 
Harvey took over the operation of the farm. 
On April 18, 1964, he was married to Myrtle 
Frazer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Frazer of Hamiota. 'they have two children, 
Linda and Stanley. 

The second daughter, Vera, trained as a 
nurse at Brandon General Hospital and gra
duated in May, 1925. She nursed at Miniota, 
then at Skidegate Misslon, B.C., where she 
met and married Ernest Gladstone in 1928, 
but she continued nursing. They have two 
sons, James and PhiUp, and a daughter, 
Joyce, who passed away suddenly while 
undergoing surgery. 

. The third daughter, Grace, attended Normal 
at Brandon, then taught at BlaIr1s and Beulah, 
and later at Stornoway and Leader, Saskatch
ewan. on Sept. 3, 1938, she was married to 
James Stephens, the station agent at Leader. 
They have two children, James and Ruth. 
When Mr. Stephens retired, they moved to 
Kelowna, B.C. Mr. Stephens passed away 
Dec. 25, 1956. 

Ruth, the youngest daughter, attended Nor
mal at Brandon, then taught School at Miniota, 
Benito and Kenville. She married Fred Co
wan of Kenville in July 1935. They have one 
son, Arnold. Ruth passed away March 22, 
1948. 

Merle, Vera, Grace and Ruth, walked the 
mile and a half to and from Brighton School, 
and when they arrived home, Merle and 
Vera were responsible for bringing the milk 
cows home from the pasture in the valley. 
No hor ses or bicycles to ride, just ., shank's 

Merle, the eldest daughter, was married to pony." Sometimes, in the spring, they had 
Archie Hill, January 1, 1925, and they have to remove their shoes and stockings and car-
three children, Charles, Anna and Harvey. ry them as they waded down gullies and 
Charles attended Blaris for his elementary through sloughs. They sometimes sat on 
education, and took his high school at Beulah. the river bank and watched the beaver swim 
He joined the army in 1943, at the age of 17, do..tn the river with a tree for their dam. 
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During the first World War, when help was 
scarce, the girls helped with the stooking 
and drove the stook teams in threshing 
time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell remained on the 
farm until 1926, then retired to Miniota. Mr. 
Mitchell's health was not good and he passed 
away September 29, 1930. Mrs. Mitchell lived 
with a sister at Fort William for a time 
following her husband's death. Then, she liv: 
ed with Ruth at Kenville for a time and la
ter with Grace at Leader. As her health was 
failing, Mrs. Mitchell then made her home 
with Merle. She passed away February 3 
1954. ' 

WILLIAM WAUGH MITCHELL 

William Waugh Mitchell was born at Mitch
ell, Ontario, in 1865, son of James and Janet 
Mitchell. The family operated a wood yard in 
Guelph, before coming to Manitoba in 1880. 
The family were totally ignorant in the ways 
of farming, and many hilarious tales are told 
of their trials and tribulations. They spent 
their first months living in a tent and busied 
themselves building a house and acquiring 
the necessary oxen and implements with which 
to start their farming operations. 

At last the big day arrived, and they were 
ready to start breaking the virgin prairie. The 
boys wanted to go and get some homesteader 
to come and show them how to start ploughing, 
but Father said "no," he thought they should 
find out for themselves and besides they could 
not be bothering the neighbors all the time. 
Try as they might, they could not see how to 
hitch the oxen to the plow, when all of a sud
den it came to Father in aflash. They hitched 
the oxen to the wagon, and then fastened the 
plow to the wagon with the chain. (Yes, sir, 
that was what the chain was for). 

Jim, the oldest boy, led the oxen while 
Will went on ahead to pick out a good road. 
Father got between the plow handles to 
guide it. He could do that, as he had seen a 
farmer in Ontario guiding a plow. John, the 
youngest boy, rode in the wagon, to yell to 
Jim to stop every time the plow threw Father 
to the ground. Sometimes the plow was in 
the ground and sometimes out. It looked 
like a row of potatoes that an old sow had 
been rooting. 

At last they came to the end of their land, 
They took time off to talk over and examine 
their work. They knew it wasn't perfect but 
with a little practice, they were sure 'they 

would make a go of it. So, now they turned 
around to go back, put one ox in the furrow 
and led them far enough till the plow was 
in the right position and Father called loudly 
for Jim to lead away. Then, Will noticed that 
the plow wasn't throwing the furrow in the 
right direction. They held another meeting to 
try and straighten out the problem. Again the 
boys wanted to call in a neighbor, but again 
Father solved the problem, for he pOinted out 
that, if they were at the other end coming this 
way, the furrow would fall correctly. 

They loaded the plow in the wagon and 
all got in and rode to the starting point. 
Again, they started down the field and after 
the plow had knocked Father down a couple 
of times, he called on Will to come and help. 
They each took a handle of the plow, but 
with little success. Just at this time, they 
were passing a slough and the oxen decided 
to quench their thirst. Father and the boys 
stopped at the edge of the water, but the 
oxen, John, wagon and plow were all in 
about three feet of water, and all the coaxing 
and pleading, aided by John's gad, were of 
no avail. Father took off his shoes and pants 
and waded in. Just then, the gee ox wrapped 
his tail around Father's face. That was the 
straw that broke Father's faith in farming. 
He told the boys that he would help them get 
the oxen out and then he was through with 
farming. 

It was then that John Wallace came along, 
and when he could stop laughing, he lost no 
time in getting the oxen out, hitching them to 
the plow and striking out another land. 

Will Mitchell homesteaded the north west 
quarter of 12-13- 26, and in 1891 married 
Jeannie Bell of Blaris. It was a memorable 
wedding, as the minister forgot his appoint
ment and, after a long wait, someone had 
to be sent to find him. 

Throughout their life, they were engaged 
in mixed farming. The first wheat was hauled 
to Virden, a round trip of 40 miles taking 
two days. The Mitchell Bros. ran one of the 
first threshing outfits in this area and for 
several years threshed around Arrow River, 
Blaris and south of the Assiniboine River. 
A tally of grain made for one year's thresh
ing, was over 80,000 bushels. It is noted 
from his account book that seeding was much 
earlier than in the present day. From 1891 
to 1917, the seeding dates were all in April, 
and in 1892 seeding started on the 29th of 
March. 

From the time of their marriage until 
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1900 the family lived in a log house, where 
their three children were born. In 1900 a 
severe drought is recorded until late July, 
when it broke and rained steadily for 36 
hours. Mr. Mitchell noted in his diary that 
"needless to say, the sod roof leaked." 
On August 1st of that year, the family moved 
into their new stone house. At their house
warming it took "10 loaves of bread, one 
ham, 2 cans of salmon, 1 lb. of coffee and 
30 pies, to lunch 75 persons twice." The 
W ill Mitchell home was known for good 
cooking and generous hospitality far and wide. 

Mr. Mitchell became a very successful 
farmer and his judgements and opinions were 
sought by both neighbors and relatives. He 
later purchased the homestead of his brother 
Thomas, and also the Bob Stoward farm. 
He was a member of the Masonic Lodge 
at Virden and later Miniota. Both he and his 
wife were active in church work, and com
munity affairs. After his death, in 1918, 
his wife, with her own family grown, took 
Olive Walker, the infant daughter of a distant 
relative to raise. 

William Archie Mitchell, their second son 
lived with his mother on the home farm. He 
was very active in community activities and 
extremely popular, having a ready wit and 
ability for writing poetry - having had a slim 
volume published. In 1934 he married Edith 
Kingdon of Clanwilliam. Archie was forced 
to retire in 1939, owing to ill health. He died 
in 1965. 

Mrs. Will Mitchell spent her remaining 
years with her only daughter, Margaret, 
in Saskatoon. She died in 1953. 

Margaret Waugh Mitchell is married to 
Mr. David Todd of the Crandall district 
and they are now living retired in Saskatoon. 

James Bell Mitchell, oldest son of Will 
Mitchell was born in 1891. He was educated 
a! Blaris, Arrow Ri"er and Brandon. H,.e 
farmed with his father and brother Archie. 
In 1918 he married Lena Fleming of Arrow 
River at Fleming Hall, and took up farming 
on S/E 14-13-26. The couple took an active 
interest in community projects. Mrs. Mit
chell belonged to the women's organization 
where she was often called on for musical 
contributions, being both a singer and a 
pianist. 

J. B., as he was popularly called, contri
buted a worthwhile and steadying influence on 
all the many projects and affairs with which 
he was connected. He followed in his father's 

footsteps, being a good and progressive 
farmer. His opinions and advice were valued 
by many. He was one of the first farmers. 
to be interviewed on C.K.X. T.V., the subject 
being Sheep Raising. He was an active 
member of the Miniota Masonic Lodge, of 
which he was a Past Master. 

Mrs. Mitchell died in 1943. They had two 
children, Thelma, now Mrs. Glen Hunkin 
of Arrow River, and Kenneth, with whom 
Mr. Mitchell lived until his death in 1960. 

William Kenneth Mitchell, only son of 
James Bell Mitchell, was born in Miniota 
in 1922. He was educated at Arrow River 
and farmed with his father until he joined 
the R.CA.F., during the war. He served in 
India and Burma, as a Flying Officer. In 
1948 he married Thomasine Hunter of Bran
don and they took up residence on the home 
farm. The family are active in the organi
zations of the community. Ken is an ardent 
curler, while Tommy teaches music at Min
iota and Arrow River. They have two child
ren, Wendy Susan and Kenneth Bruce. 

At this point, the history of this branch 
of the Mitchell family peters out and succeed
ing years must be left to future generations. 

JOHN ROBERT MITCHELL 

John Robert Mitchell was the son of James 
Mitchell, born in Guelph, Ontario, in 1875. 
Theilfamily then moved to Winnipeg and in 
1882 he and his mother and two sisters 
'came to the farm at Arrow Fiver to join 
his father and three older brothers. 

John and his two sisters, May and Annie, 
drove five miles to attend Arrow River 
school. His higher grades were taken at the 
high schOOl in Oak Lake, Manitoba, where 
he stayed with his brother, Tom. He home
steaded, in 1897, on the south east quarter 
of 13-13-26, and farmed this land together 
with other land which he purchased, north east 
quarter of 1-13-26 and north east quarter 
of 12-13-26. He built a house on the home
stead in 1903. This house was 18 feet wide 
and 26 feet long, two storey, with three 
bedrooms upstairs and two large rooms 
downstairs, and all plastered inside. From an 
old notebook, quote - "Lumber for house 
$475.00, Labor for three carpenters$103.00, 
Plastering $55.00, Chimney $8.00, Lathe 
$31.00. This is another quote from an old 
notebook, "1898 wheat sowing April 13; 
120 acres, finished May 5. Sowed 8 bags 
potatoes on summer fallow." 
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John married Miss Minnie Grey, the dau
ghter of another early pioneer of the Blaris 
district, January 24, 1906. Before her mar
riage, she taught at Brighton school .and 
boarded with her Aunt Mrs. Will Mitchell. 

At this time, John drove a beautiful sorrel 
trotting horse named Peggy. She took many 
P1izes driven singly at the fairs at Virden 
and Elkhorn, and, hitched with a trotting 
hOrse owned by Russell Lynch, they won 
many prizes as a team. 

There were two buggy trails to Arrow 
River then, one called the switch back and 
the other the ridge trail. These were very. 
scenic, winding over the Arrow River hills 
and through the trees. 

In 1907, a traveller, a relative of the 
Deckers came around selling tea for the 
Daley Tea Company, of Napanee, Ontario. 
We were a sub-agent and would order 100 
pounds of tea at a time. 

In 1910, Mr. Middleton of Hamiota came 
to the farm and witched two wells. Number 
one well was near the barn, but alkaline 
and not good for house use. Number two well 
was good water, but 600 feet from the build
ings. That summer, men were hired to dig a 
supply well in the yard and also a trench 
7 feet deep and 600 feet long was dug from 
the well to the supply well in the yard. In 
the trench, a wooden casing and a pipe were 
placed to carry the water. A windmill kept 
the supply well filled. This was a first, as 
far as water systems go in the community. 
Many steam engines drew water from this 
well and it never went dry. The windmill, 
on the side of the road, was a landmark of 
the Mitchell property. This well is still good 
today. Son Robert has a pressure system 
on it now. 

In 1912, a barn 38 feet by 78 feet was 
built and the other buildings built soon after. 
John had a well equipped blacksmith shop, 
in which he did all his own repair work. 

He planted a fine grove of· maple trees 
and hedges of caragana, lilac, and honey
suckle to beautify th!'! farm. He always-bad 
a good garden, and had in :t many fruit 
frees from which jams and jellies were 
made. John built a smoke house of logs 
and plastered with clay. Every spring 
he killed and dressed several of his own 
hogs and placed the meat in the smoke 
house. He then cured it with a salt mixture 
and then built a fire of oak chips to smoke 
it. This made a delicious flavour and the 

smell of smoke kept the flies away. Any 
fresh meat and cream were kept in an ice 
well, which was another homemade log build
ing with a log floor. Under the floor was a 
cellar, which was filled with ice from the 
river and covered with sawdust. This ice 
supply would last all summer. 

Methods of farming were very different 
then. Horses did all the work on the land 
until the thirties. John and his brother, Will, 
owned their own steam engine, did their own 
threshing and did some for their neighbors. 
He always kept a number of cattle and 
milked a few for their own use. The cream 
was churned in a wooden churn, mixed in a 
wooden bowl wiMl a wooden ladle and mea
sured in a wooden, one pound print ann then 
wrapped in butter paper. What was ntltused 
at home was sold to the store in exchange 
for groceries. Any eggs not used at home, 
were also sold to the local store. We set 
eggs under our own hens to get our own 
chickens. 

John was a lifelong Mason, having been 
Past Master of Miniota Lodge, No. 102, 
A.F. and A.M., and also served as District 
Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Manitoba for his home and surrounding dis
tricts. He served for many years as school 
trustee on the Miniota Municipal School 
Board. When Brighton school was built, he 
donated the land on which it was constructed. 
He also served on the Board of Stewards for 
the Arrow River church and was a Justice 
of the Peace. 

Mrs. Mitchell was very active in church 
work and all women's organizations. She was 
a Charter Member of Arrow River W.I., 
and a member of Arrow River W.M.S. She 
served as President of both organizations and 
was correspondence secretary of Birtle 
Presbyterial. After moving to Brandon, she 
was president of the W.M.S., of First United 
Church for eight years, and treasurer of 
Brandon Presbyterial for 10 years. She is 
also a member of Queen Mary Chapter, Or
der of the Eastern Star. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Mitchell had six child
ren, three of which passed on shortly after 
birth. William Grant, the first child, lived 
for about a month. The second birth was 
twins, one died at birth and John Langdon 
lived ten months. The living members of the 
family are: Robert Grey (whose story is also 
in this book,) and Thomas Waugh. Thomas 
Waugh is presently Police Chief at Wadena, 
Saskatchewan. He served five years in W erld 
War II in Canada, United Kingdom and North 
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West Europe and was a staff-sergeant in the 
Royal Canadian Engineers. He served thir
teen years on the City of Brandon Police 
Department, with the rank of sergeant. He 
married Miss Ina McConnell, of Brock, 
Saskatchewan, and they have two children, 
Lynda Janet and Thomas Sidney. They are 
at home and attending high school. 

Dorothy Jean (Mrs. Edward Johnson) makes 
her home in Winriipeg, Manitoba. They have 
two daughters and two sons. Rooney (Mrs. J. 
Weir) lives in Winnipeg and they have four 
children, three girls and one boy. Joy (Mrs. 
Grant Standbrook) lives in Coleraine, Minne
sota, U.S.A., and they have three Children, 
two boys and one girl. Thomas Edward at 
present is attending Juilliard School of Mu
sic in New York. John Mitchell works with 
his father in the Insurance business. Dorothy 
is well known for ability as a successful music 
teacher. 

John Robert Mitchell passed away June 6, 
1935 and was buried in the Arrow River 
cemetary, where full Masonic rites were ac
corded by Miniota Lodge, No. 102 A.F. and 
A.M. 

After John passed on, Mrs. Mitchell and 
Tommy looked after the farm until he went 
overseas and Mrs. Mitchell made her home 
with Dorothy. Robert took over the home 
farm. In February 1940, Mrs. Mitchell went 
to live in Brandon and after twenty one years 
there has gone to live by her son, Tommy •. 
in Waaena, Saskatchewan. 

ROBERT GREY MITCHELL 

Robert Grey Mitchell, son of John R. Mit
chell, was born in 1914 in the farm home 
at Arrow River, 13-13-26. He took his school
ing at Brighton and Arrow River. After 
school, he worked at home on the farm. From 
1937 to 1940 he rented land in the Valley and 
ran a herd of 300 sheep. In 1940 he took 
over the home farm. 

In 1934 he married Ruby Hanna of Decker. 
This was the first wedding in the Decker 
United Church. This also was Rev. Alex 
Stephens' first church wedding. 

The Mitchells have been very active in 
all organizations and activities of the com
munity. Bob served for thirteen years on the 
Miniota Municipal School Board. He is a 
Past Master of Miniota Masonic Lodge and 
a Past Patron of Atoimah Chapter, Order of 
the Eastern Star, Hamiota. His wife is a Past 

Matron of Atoimah Chapter, Order of the 
Eastern Star, Hamiota. 

Of this marriage, there were three child
ren, Donna, Gail and John. Donna Hanna was 
born in 1938. She took her schooling at 
Arrow River and worked in the telephone 
office at Hamiota, before her marriage to 
Wally Tuttle of Rapid City in 1957. They re
side on the farm there. They have two sons, 
Robert and Allan. 

Roberta Gail was born in 1940. She took 
her schooling at Arrow River and Miniota. 
She was very active in 4-H work. Gail gra
duated as a registered nurse in 1961, from 
the Brandon School of Nursing. She then 
worked as a Public Health nurse at Ross
burn for two years, then went to Brandon, 
where she still works, as a Public Health 
nurse. In 1964, she was married to Mr. Sid 
Humphries of Brandon. 

John Kenneth was born in 1944. He took 
his schOOling at Arrow River and Miniota. 
He was very active in 4-H work. Also, he was 
very interested in Shorthorn cattle. After 
school, he went to Alberta to work for the 
Remitall Cattle Company at Olds, Alberta, 
for a year and then went to work with the 
James Richardson and Son Shorthorn herd at 
Winnipeg. During these two years he saw 
much of Canada, travelling the Fair curcuit. 
In March, 1965, he joined the R.C.M.F. 
and took his training at Depot DiviSion, 
Regina, Saskatchewan. He is now serving 
with the R.C.M.P. at Hope, B.C. 

MR. AND MRS. WM. MORROW 

by Mae Watters 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Morrow, and their son 
Jack, came to Canada the 17 of March, 
1928, from Ireland. They came out with aparty 
of 800 immigrants, at a fare of $9.00 per 
person. The Morrows were the only members 
of the party to settle in the Arrow River 
district. T~ey first came to the Bill Morton 
farm at Miniota. In June of 1929, Mae was 
born. Later they worked at Mel Bennett's of 
Harmsworth, then for John Lelond. 

In the spring of 1934, they rented the John 
Armstrong farm in the Blaris district, in 
1940, Bill passed away. The following spring, 
Mrs. Morrow had a sale. Jack went to work 
for Bill Attwood and Mae and her mother went 
to work for Steve Bell. 
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During the war years, while Jack was in 
the armed forces, Mrs. Morrow worked at 
several places in the district. Mae received 
her education at Blaris, Arrow River and 
Miniota. 

In 1947, Mrs. Morrow started caretaking 
the Arrow River school, and continued until 
1958. Being a great friend of the school 
children, and owning one of the first T.V. 
sets in town, her home was usually crowd
ed on Friday nights. There were children 
sitting on the floor, chesterfield or wher
ever they could, to watch their favourite 
programmes. One of the favourites was 
wrestling. Mrs. Morrow now resides with 
her son, Jack, in his home in Arrow River. 

JACK MORROW 

by Mae Watters 

Jack Morrow was born at Belfast, Ireland, 
June 23, 1925. He came to Canada with his 
parents in 1928. He received his education at 
Arrow River and Blal'is schools. 

After his father passed away, Jack worked 
for Bill Attwood and Les Shoemaker. In 
October of 1943, he jOined the armed forces. 
He was wounded twice in action. 

In July 1945 he was discharged from the 
army, and again went to work for Les Shoe
maker, later for Mr. Dawley and then Mr. 
Lockhart. In the spring of 1952, he started 
on the road patrol for the Municipality of 
Miniota, where he still works. 

Jack and his mother live in their home in 
Arrow River, which formerly belonged tothe 
late Bill Sutherland. 

WILLIAM MORTON 

by James Morton 

William Morton came to Manitoba in 1882 
from England with his father, William Morton, 
his brother James, and two sisters, Jane 
and Edith. Jane later married Fred Reeves, 
and Edith died at the age of thirteen years. 

They came from Winnipeg to Oak Lake on 
a flat car, and were met by Mr. Cowley 
Webster who drove a team of horses hitched 
to a wagon. They spent the first winter in 
a tent on section 7-13-26. They came under 

the Rankin Colonization scheme, and later 
took a homestead of their own. 

William left home for a time and worked 
on a farm of Colonel Ivens, near Virden for 
one year; then worked in Winnipeg until 
1900. He then returned to his Father's home
stead on section 31-12-26. He farmed here. 
until 1910 when he moved to sec. 32-12-26; 
the Clark homestead, where he lived until he 
died in 1944. 

He married Amy Williams while living in 
Winnipeg, and had three sons -- JamesJohn, 
Percival and Charles. Later they adopted 
Ethel. Percival died when he was eleven 
years of age; Charles lives in Virden; James 
on his farm, 12-13- 27, and Ethel is married 
to Walt Finney, and lives at Parry Sound, 
Ont.· Mrs. Morton died in January 1958 
in a nursing home in Brandon, Manitoba. 

Mr. Morton was a member of the Wallace 
council for about 16 years, and was the first 
President of the Wallace Co-operative. He 
also belonged to the Anglican Church, which 
was held in the old Ross School, then in 
Miniota. 

JAMES JOHN MORTON 
by J. J. Morton 

James J. Morton and his wife (Alice E. 
Maxfield), and family reside on Sec. 12-13-
27. This farm was originally John Caldwell's 
homestead, which he farmed until 1915. 
Gordon Turner rented it until 1917, when 
Donald Munn and his wife (Ella F. Maxfield) 
bought it and lived there until 1923. William 
Morton then bought it and rented it to John 
Fleming, who farmed it until 1929, when 
my wife and I took it over. 

We farmed with a Case tractor and horses 
until 1940 when the tractor alone was used. 
We bought one of the first combines in the 
district - a Co-Op, self-propelled 10 foot 
combine. 

I have been a member of the Mlniota Mun
icipal Council; a member of the Mini.ota Co
Op Board, Pool Elevator Board, and the Hos
pital Board at Hamiota. 

We have. two sons and two daughters: 

Norman James, who married Jeneva Woed 
of Swan River, and built his home en the home 
farm. They have three sons and a daughter; 
Lance, Blair, Mark and Tammy. 
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Edward Gordon, who married Gayle Topps 
of Miniota, built his house on the home farm, 
and has one son, Scott. 

Ilse Aileen - now Mrs. William Kolybaba, 
who resides at Rivers Air Force Camp. 

Mona LouIse, who is attending Miniota 
school. 

A. MOSSMAN 

Alexander (Alex) Mossm:m came from 
Liverpool, England to Bury, Quebec. He was 
a brother of Mrs. L. W. Berwick, and came 
to Miniota about 1915. He was a carpenter 
by trade and moved the Charles Craig house 
into Miniota. It was situated where the D. 
Douglas house now stands, and later it was 
moved to the D. Rowan farm, and is now the 
home of Neil Rowan. He married and had a 
daughter Gretchen. 

Mr. Mossman stayed for a few years, then 
moved to Calgary. He passed away about 
1950, and the whereabouts of his family is 
unknown. 

WILLIAM G. MOSSOP 

William Mossop was born in Roscrea, Tip
berary County, Ireland, in 1879. He came to 

Canada in 1907, first to Wiarton, Ontario 
and later to points in Alberta, before coming 
to Miniota, where he followed his business 
as a carpenter and builder. 

On February 20, 1919 he married Clara 
Emily Lelond, youngest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jeremiah Lelond of Arrow River. They 
took up residence in Miniota, where they lived 
until the time of their deaths. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Mossop. Mary, the eldest daughter, 
married Frederick R. Bryant on May 16, 1946. 
They have one daughter Beverley, and make 
their home in Miniota. 

Irene is a graduate of the Brandon School 
of Nursing. She was married to Allen Kent 
on June 8th, 1954. They have one son, Robert, 
and reside in Brandon. 

William Jonn, 1S with the Department of 
Veteran's Mfairs. He married Elsie Carson 
on May 5th, 1945. They have four children; 
Linda, Colleen, Ian and Brent. They reside 
on the home place in Miniota. 

Myrtle, the youngest, lives in Dauphin. 
She married Maurice Curry on September 
12, 1949, and they have one daughter, Brenda. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mossop took an interest in 
community affairs, and were active in mem
bers of the Anglican Church. 

1906-Murphy Lake Picnic. 
In buggy: Uncle John FI'eming, Barbara Wiggins. 
Sanding: Nellie Wiggins, Nellie Lelond. 
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Mr. Mossop passed away unexpectedly on 
October 9th, 1948, and his wife Clara, after 
a lengthy illness, passed away on September 
2, 1959. 

J. MURPHY AND J. MCKINNEY 

Murphy and McKinney were early pioneers 
who settled as bachelors on the dividing line 
between the present Kirton and Littlejohn 
farms. The story is told that they had one 
shack and one stove, which they shared. 
If they disagreed, they would continue in the 
same manner, both cooking at the same 
stove. McKinney was a colorful character, 
tall and skinny and always wore a cape coat. 

John Wiggins recorded that when he was 
a boy, he heard sounds peculiar to his ears 
coming from the direction of the Murphy~ 
McKinney farm, so he went to investigate. 
He found that they had built a two~runner 
sleigh of "crooks" from the valley, made 
a rack of upright stakes and a V~shapedrack 
to haul sheaves. The peculiar noise was 
that of a home~ made flail, which was a 
piece of wood one and a half to two feet long, 
attached by about four inches of rawhide to 
a long handle. They, Murphy or McKinney, 
would swing it with both hands to flail the 
grain from the straw. The cradle was like 
a scythe with an upright carrier. 

These farmers also were expert at tying 

sheaves of grain with straw. The best time 
to do this trick of harvesting, was early in 
the morning when the straw was yet damp 
with dew. 

When Murphy and McKinney left Arrow 
River, all contact with them was lost. 

VICTOR MUTT ART 

by Janet E. Bonner 

Victor Muttart came from Exeter, Ontario, 
to our home (Howards) about 1900. He was 
my uncle, and worked for a time for my dad 
(William Howard). He farmed for himselffor 
a few years on sec. 15~14~26. Later he went 
back to Ontario, and we do not know where 
from there. 

MR. A.ND MRS. EDWIN 

JOHN NANKIVELL 

Mrs. E. J. Nankevell was born in Kent, 
England, February 20,1864. Her maiden name 
was Mary Friar and she was one of a large 
family. After she was through school, she 
apprenticed as a cook, later being head cook 
on some of the large estates in Kent. others 
worked under her as maids in different ca~ 
pacities. She married E. J. Nankivell around 
1883 or 1884. They worked on different 
farms, he being head horseman of the farm. 

Granny Nankivell 
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One of the regular summer occupations was 
fruit picking, followed by hop picking, as Kent 
was known as the flower garden of England. 
The homes were a riot of colour as flowers 
grew all round them. 

Edwin and Mary Nankivell had two Child
ren, William and Sarah (who later became 
Mrs. Hector Attwood). 

Theic son, William, carne out to Ca
nada in 1906 and they followed one year 
later, to live in the Arrow River district. 
They lived on the Bird farm for some time, 
east of Arrow River. Later, they moved to 
the stone house belonging to old Mr. Ten
nant of Arrow River. Mr. Nankivell worked 
for Mr. J. Wiggins, then worked on the 
Quadra section gang. 

In this interval their daughter, who with 
her family had corne out from England, 
passed away. She left two small sons, Re
ginald and William. Mrs. Nankivell under
took to raise the boys as her own. In later 
years, she raised her son's child, William 
Nankivell, whose mother had passed on. 
Also she helped raise two girls, Bessie 
and Gwen Isles, so was kept very busy. 
On many occasions she acted as midwife 
for Dr. Chalmers, travelling to the homes in 
the districts of Miniota and Arrow Ri¥>er. 

The Nankivells lived on the Lynch farm 
for many years. Mr. Nankivell passed away 
there at the age of 67. Mrs. NankiveIllater 
moved to Miniota village to live. She was 
known to the residents of Arrow River and 
Miniota as Granny Nankivell. She became ill 
and was taken over to the little nursing horne 
of Dr. R. K. Chalmers, where she died at 
the age of 75 in 1939. 

WILLIAM EDWIN NANKIVELL ... 

I, William Edwin Nankivell, was born in 
Tynham, Kent, England, on June 4, 1884, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin John Nankivell. In 
my teens, I worked on farms and picked 
hops throughout my summer holidays. In 
1906, I decided to venture out and corne to 
Canada. I spent 10 days on the water, quite 
a constrast to the fast travel of today. My 
destination was Crandall, where I took lodg
ing at Todd's boarding house on the Saturday 
night. 

The following Monday, a man carne to see 
me and asked if I would corne to his farm 
south of town, to clean up his pig pen. Think
ing these pens were cleaned daily, like the 

ones at horne, I agreed, and went with him. 
On arrival, he handed me a three-tined 
hay fork and left me to it. Well! The pens 
hadn't been cleaned all winter, so when the 
man went out of the yard, Bill went too, 
collar, tie and all, in the opposite direction. 
That evening, at the boarding house, Mr. 
John Fleming, Senior, carne to see me, 
and hired me on. I spent six years there 
and was always treated like a member of the 
family, by these fine people. While there, 
I helped haul the bricks for their horne, 
and helped to shingle it. It was a lovely 
large place and is occupied today by Mr. and 
Mrs. Glen Hunkin and family. 

My parents and sister and her husband 
and family (Mr. and Mrs. Hector Attwood) 
arrived here in the spring of 1907. They 
took up residence in the district on the Bird 
farm, now part of the Fleming farm. 

About 1912 - went to work on the C.N.R. 
Quadra section and stayed with it two years. 
From there I went to Mr. J. S. Mitchell to 
work for two years. Then I rented land from 
Mr. J. F. Lynch, along with my father, 
from 1914- 28. 

In 1908, I married Lydia Ingram, formerly 
from my horne town. We had two sons, 
William and Percy (who died in infancy). 
Their mother passed away in 1912. My mo
ther raised my son, William. 

In November, 1919, I started to drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Nankivell and family. 
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No.1, the first school van in the Arrow 
River district. Families on this route were: 
P. Watters, John Leland, Russell Lynch, and 
Bill Elliott. The pay was $5.00 a day. The 
roads often had to be broken freshly every 
day, and it was terribly hard on the horses. 

In April, 1924, I dragged the roads with 
the horse drawn machine, from Pat Morri
son's at Crandall, to Miniota, and from 
Glenlochar to north of Arrow River. 

In 1926, I was married to Ellen Eileen 
Watters, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Patrick Watters of Arrow River. We lived 
on the Jed Leland farm and then in 1928, 
we moved over to Mr. J. Elliott's farm 
where we stayed farming until the spring 
of 1935. Five children were born to us in 
the Arrow River district, attended by Dr. 
R. K. Chalmers. 

The "dirty thirties" were underway by 
now, and we had our troubles. I hauled 
straw in the winter from Crandall, the trips 
taking about the whole day. We moved to 
Crandall in 1935, to the A. Finlay farm 
north of town. That year, our crop was 
wonderful, but the black rust hit it and we 
didn't realize any profit. In 1936 or 37 the 
sleeping sickness hit, and we lost most of our 
fine horses, six in all. This was a hard blow, 
and we were forced to give up farming on our 
own, so I began working for Mr. Leonard 
Johnston and his son, Delmar, where Iwork
ed for about eight years. I also worked for 
Mr. J. Shettler for two years. After we 
came to Crandall, we had two more children, 
seven in all. 

In 1948, we decided to try farming again, 
so came to the Palmerston district, south of 
Crandall, to live on the Warren farm. The 
going was hard, but we stayed with it. 

In November, 1951, our second oldest 
child, Edwin, passed away. He had never 
been well. My son, William, passed away the 
same year, in February, after spending sev
eral years in Ninette Sanitorium. He had 
been home a year prior to his death. 

Our eldest daughter, Lena, had married 
Ivan Lawrence, in 1945. They now have five 
children, and live a mile from us. 

Mary married Franklin Warren in 1953. 
They live in Brandon and have four children. 

Clifford married Joanna Souter of Kenton, 
in 1955 and has two children. Stanley married 
Lorraine Long- of Crandall in 1962. Lawrence 

married Phyllis Little of Minto in 1963. 
OjJr youngest son, Dennis, is at home on 
the farm with us. I am still actively engaged 
in farming. 

On Nov. 8th, 1966, relatives and friends 
gathered at the Nankivell home on the occasion 
of their 40th wedding anniversary. 

RALPH NASH 
by Sandra Nash 

In the fall of 1955, I first came to Miniota 
from Neepawa with D. Middleton Construction 
to build the flood dyke along the Assiniboine 
River. For the next few years I worked on 
road construction and trucking around Miniota 
and Neepawa, until 1959. I then returned with 
my family to Miniota to supervise road con
struction for the Rural Municipality of Min
iota for five years. I am now employed with 
Beaver Trucking of Virden. 

In 1957 I married Sandra Spalding of 
Miniota, and we have three children; Susan. 
Andrew and Greg. At present we make our 
home in Miniota. 

JOHN NORRIE 

by Mrs. T. Shier 

Mr. and Mrs. John Norrie were natives of 
Aberdeen, Scotland, born 1888 and 1891 re
spectively. They were married in 1909 and 
came to Canada in 1912, bringing with them 
their first child, daughter Eleanor, one year 
old. 

They made their first home on the Fleming 
farm at Arrow River. In 1915 they moved to 
Crandall where they built their own home. 

The following year John enlisted with the 
200th Battalion in the First World War, and 
went overseas. When the war was over, he 
returned to Crandall and worked on the 
C.P.R. tracks for eighteen months. 

They then moved to the little farm in the 
Decker district where they remained for 
nineteen years, and raised their family of 
seven boys and three girls. 

In 1942, the Norrie family moved to the 
William Miller farm in the Isabella district, 
where Mr. and Mrs. George Scorgie and fa
mily had lived. 
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During the Second World War, five Norri~ 
sons saw active service overseas. William 
and George, joined the Calgary Highlanders 
in 1940, going overseas the same year. George 
was with the Field Ambulance in Italy when 
he died from wounds on September 24, 1944. 

Charles was with the Cameron Highlanders, 
until taken prisoner-of-war at Dieppe, where 
he spent two years and nine months in a 
prisoner-of-war camp. 

Frank was with the Canadian forces in 
Belgium. 

The Norrie family now make their homes 
in widely scattered places across Canada. 
Eleanor, the eldest daughter, is married and 
has made her home in Winnipeg for the last 
thirty nine years. She has no children. 

William, the eldest son, and Gordon, the 
youngest son of the family, both live in 
Calgary. Both are married. Charles and 
Frank are beth married and live in British 
Columbia. Thelma married Don Carnegie and 
had a family of five beys and three girls. 
Thelma died after only a brief illness, at 
The Pas, Manitoba, in 1966. 

Archie, who married Jean Harrison, young
est daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Harrison, 
formerly of Isabella, farms in the Isabella 
district. They have three daughters, Joanne, 
Janice and Denice. 

In 1952, Cyril married Doreen Angus, 
only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Angus of 
Hamiota. They have four sons. 

In 1952 Mr. and Mrs. Norrie retired from 
the Miller farm and went to reside in Cran
dall, having purchased a home there some 
time before. Cyril took over the running of 
the farm when his parents retired. He bought 
the farm from the Millers in 1954. 

Mrs. Norrie passed away in March 1958 
and Mr. Norrie at a later date. 

JEREMIAH Q'CALLAGHAN 

Jeremiah 0' Callaghan came to Canada from 
County Cork Ireland, in the 1880's, accom
panied by Dennis Watters. They arrived in 
Virden by train and walked to Arrow River, 
where Jeremiah found work with Mr. Donald 
McKenzie. 

of 22-14-26, and later also the north east 
quarter of 15-14-26. He married Rhoda, eld
est daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald McKenzie 
They had a family of nine boys and five girls. 
The five older members of the family, John, 
Nora, Kate, Ellen and Donald, attended school 
at Omar, which was on a corner of the 
O'Callaghan farm. This land, on the north 
west quarter of 22-14-26, wasdonatedbyMr. 
0' Callaghan, for the use of a school. The 
name "Omar" was taken from the initials 
of the names of four of the families attend
ing school, namely, 0' Callaghan, McKee, 
Armstrong and Ringland. The rest of the 
family, Tim, Alex, Margaret, Bill, Stewart, 
Allan, Wallace, Mabel and Harvey, attended 
school at Arrow River, after moving there, 
to live on the McKenzie farm, south east 
quarter of 36-13-26. 

John left home in 1917 and worked in the 
Cereal and Oyen, Alberta, districts. He 
returned in 1928 and has farmed in the dis
trict since. Nora spent many years in the 
Wapella district of Saskatchewan, later mov
ing to Calgary to live. When her mother's 
health began to fail, Nora returned home and 
has remained here, giving a helping hand 
to anyone in need of it, and always keeping 
open house. 

Kate married Richard Lelond, and lived 
at Miniota and Pipestone, before retiring to 
Calgary. They had two sons, Francis and 
Raymond. Francis married Charmaine Par
sons, and had two children, Kathryn and 
Ronald. Francis passed away in 1960. Hewas 
manager of the Carman branch of Macleod's 
at the time. Raymond married Helen Har
per of Minnedosa. They have two children, 
Linda and Richard, and live in Calgary. 

Ellen taught school at Wapella, Saskatche
wan. where she met and married Kendal 
Martin. They had a family of four, George, 
David, Ivan and Rhoda. Donald lives at 
Dawson Creek, B.C'. Tim farmed in the 
Elnora district of Alberta, and now lives in 
Calgary with his sister, Kate. 

Alex farmed in the Elnora district. During 
the Second World War, he served in the Or
dinance Corps. He married DorothyWiseman 
and they had three children, Donald, Evelyn 
and Brian. Alex passed away in 1951. Mar
garet worked in Toronto during the War. Sh~ 
has been employed by Dr. Bigelow, of the 
Bigelow Clinic in Brandon, for many years. 

William farms the west half and the north 
He took up a homestead at the Big Slough, east quarter of 22-14- 26, the north east 

north west of Arrow River, on the west half Quarter of 15-14- 26. and now has the north 
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east quarter of 36-14- 26. He married Eleanor 
Irwin, of Isabella, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbert Irwin, and they have two children, 
Edward and Leah, both attending school at 
Miniota. 

Stewart was in the Army Service Corps 
during World War II. He is at present 
living near Kamloops, B.C., on a cattle 
ranch. Allan was in the army during the 
war. He makes his home at Atikokan, Ontario, 
and is employed as a welder at the Steep 
Rock iron mine there. 

Wallace was in the 20th Field Company 
R.C.E., during the war. He farmed in the 
Arrow River district on south east quarter 
of 30-13-25 for a time. He also worked for 
an oil company in Virden and is at present 
employed at Camp Shilo. He married Dorothy 
0' Callaghan and they have twins, Danny and 
Diane, and Brian. 

Mabel took her schooling at Arrow River. 

.. J l' 

Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Oliver 

She kept house for her brother, Bill, until 
her marriage to William Carnegie. They 
have three children, Glenda, and twin boys, 
Allan and Kenneth. They reside at The Pas, 
Manitoba, where Bill and his brother, Don 
have a service station. Harvey was in the 
Light Artillery during the war .1fe was em
ployed at Uranium City, Saskatchewan, for 
several years, then at Flin Flon, Manitoba. 
He is at present at Jasper, Alberta. 

Jerry O'Callaghan, as he was known to all, 
was an Irishman with a humor to match. 
A neighbor referred to him as a "kindly 
man." Mrs. O'Callaghan was a thoughtful 
woman, and a good mother to her family. 
A family physician once said of her "There 
is more good in that woman than anyone 
knows." 

Mr. O'Callaghan passed away in 1932, at 
the age of 69, and Mrs. O'Callaghan passed 
away in 1963 at the age of 92. 

R. M. OLIVER 

by Mrs. R. M. Oliver 

In 1913 the Miniota Herald was taken over 
by R. M. Oliver, who with his previous ex
perience, both in England and Canada, made 
this his livelihood. He continued as Editor 
and Publisher from this time until 1957. 

During the years 1915-19 the Miniota 
Herald was discontinued as the editor was 
serving overseas in World War 1. 

In 1920 the business was resumed, and 
was moved to the building now owned by 
W. A. Barrett, later being moved to what 
was formerly the tinsmith building owned 
by James Boyce. 

In 1931 the editor suffered a nasty acci
dent when his left hand became caught in the 
Gordon press he was operating while printing 
the annual Memorial programs. This nec
essitated the loss of his hand, however, in 
a short space of time he was back on the 
job. Under this handicap, this newspaper has 
gone right on giving news and service to its 
five hundred subscribers. 

In 1920 Mr. Oliver married Lillian Birch 
of Miniota. The couple had three children; 
Ruth, Lloyd and Shirley . 

Ruth, now Mrs. - Charles Pike, is living 
in Victoria, B.C. with her husband and family 
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of three boys: Robert, Jess and Stewart, and 
one daughter, Tanis. 

Lloyd, married the former Beth Oliver of 
Pope, and they have five boys: Dennis, Paul, 
Brian, Darcy and Edward (Ted), also one 
daughter Julie Ann. They farm on mile south 
of Miniota on what used to be the Frazer 
place. 

Shirley is living at home, which is now 
in Transcona. She is an Electroencephalo
graph Technician at the Winnipeg General 
Hospital. 

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver moved to Transcona 
in October, 1957. Six years of retirement 
were enjoyed. Reg passed away on March 
24 1964. After a heavy snowstorm, he was 
cl~aring snow from the driveway when he 
collapsed and died. 

A TRIBUTE TO MR. OLIVER 

Our History Committee and our community 
pay tribute to Mr. Oliver as the real His
torian of our district. His faithful recording 
in the" Herald" of the life and events of our 
community over many years has been our 
constant source of reference. Without them 
this book could not have been compiled. 

During the years that Mr. Oliver edited 
the Minlota Herald, readers eIijoyed his char
acteristic style of reporting. He stood for 
every cause that was for the good of the 
community; gave sympathy where it was 
needed, and humor when it was not always 
expected. In "Bits & Pieces," being re
printed in some current issues, we are 
given a glimpse of these "Oliverisms" 

LLOYD OLIVER 

Lloyd was born in Miniota in 1923, the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Oliver. He has 
lived in Miniota all his life with the except
ion of five years 1940-45 when he served 
with the RCASe. He started farming in 1948. 
In 1951 he married Beth Lorimer and they 
built their present home one mile south of 
Miniota on 30-13-26. There are five sons and 
one daughter Dennis 13, Paul 11, Brian 10, 
Darcy, 8, Edward 6 and Julia Ann 5. 

North west 1/4 of 30-13-26 was home
steaded by Herbert Cooper an English gen
tleman. Second owner was Donald J. Fraser 
and in 1937 Canada Permanent Mortgage re
ceived title to the land. In 1945 Harvey 
Hanlin purchased and resold it in 1950 to 
present owner Lloyd Oliver. 

The 3/4 section consisting of NW 1/2 and 
SW 1/4 of 4-13-26 was homesteaded by Mr. 
John Taylor and later sold to the Canadian 
National Railways. RellSiding ran through this 
farm, but due to the fact that no drinking 
water was available, plans to build a town 
were dropped. In 1948 Lloyd Oliver pur
chased this land from the C.N.R. 

MR. AND MRS. JACK OUTRAM 

Roy John (Jack) Outram immigrated from 
London, England in the year 1904 at the age 
of eighteen years. He secured employment 
on a farm at Hartney, Manitoba. 

Martha Louisa Crawford of Boston, Lin-. 
colnshire, England joined him in 1906, and 
they were married the same year. 

Their first child, DoriS, now Mrs. P. 
Kilborn, Oak Lake. Man. was born in 1908 
in Brandon where fhe couple resided follow
ing their marriage. The family then moved 
to Birtle, Man., where they were employed 
by Mr. Tom Lademan. Here their second 
daughter Ivy, now Mrs. J. Collier of Miniota, 
was born in 1909. 

In 1913 the family settled in Miniota where 
Mr. Outram was employed as the town police
man and street lamplighter. He was also re
sponsible for digging the majority of the 
town's wells. Their third child, Constance, 
now Mrs. F. Rumball of Haddack, Alberta 
arrived in 1915, and the fourth daughter, 
Jean, now Mrs. Collier of Winnipeg was born 
in 1917. 

The following year a move was made to 
the Willen district where they operated the 
":Coctor Chalmers" farm. It was here that 
Jack met accidental death in February, 
1920 while working on a neighbor's well. 
The family returned to reside in Miniota. 
A son Jack was bOrn the following year. 

Several years later Mrs. Outram moved to 
Saskatchewan where she resided until her 
death in 1948. 
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WItLIAM PALMER 

April 6, 1965 

To endeavour to give you a pen picture 
of the pioneers of Arrow River would take 
me the rest of my life to conclude it, so 
will confine myself to a few observations as 
they come to my mind. 

I spent a good deal of my life near Arrow 
River, until I had to go on my own. Although 
many years have gone by, I have agood many 
happy moments, since moving away, partic
ularly when my memory takes me back to 
Arrow River football teams. 

The early pioneers of Arrow River are 
many, but a few are worthy of mention, 
and stand out as real pioneers, among them 
Mr. Elliott, who had the post office in a log 
house, just west, across the river from the 
old Arrow River school. Also at the Elliott 
log house, Sunday services were held. I can 
recall my grandfather, Mr. William Bell, 
making Uncle John Bell and me walk to 
church, held at Mr. Elliott's. He was the 
father of Jim, Bill and another brother, 
whom I cannot recall at present. 

Then there was Mr. Donald McKenzie, whom 
I will never forget. At that time, he had a 
team of mules. He brought our whole family 
up from a point eight miles north of Brandon. 
Induded in the family, was my mother, 
mvself and sister UnrJ.e .John Bell lind 
Aunt Jeannie. Later, came Mrs. Will Mitchell 
and Uncle Bob Bell. We had no automobile 
to convey us - a regular old farm wagon and 
box. What a trip! Three days enroute to 
where Steve Bell now lives, fording the 
Saskatchewan RIver, Oak River and Arrow 
River, at which time these were real large 
and swlit rivers. 

Mention should be made of Mr. WmLelond, 
Jerry Lelond, Harry Turner, Tom Stubbins 
and Mr. William Mitchell Sr. Although it 
has not been my pleasure to meet you, Mrs. 
Lelond, personally, your names brings to 
mind a goodly number of Lelonds whom it 
has been my pleasure to mingle with, while 
I lived around Arrow Fiver. 

It may interest you to know I am 87 years 
old and still driving my car. 

FRANCIS ,AND WILLIAM PAYNE 

Thomas Henry Payne and Francis William 
Payne were half brothers of George R. 
Stowe. Tom and his young wife came out 
from Birmingham, England in 1903. They 
stayed at the Stowe home for awhile and their 
daughter Bertie was born there in November 
of that year. They took up farming south of 
Beulah, and two boys, Ted and George were 
born while there. They sold out in 1910 and 
went to Mexico, but returned to England 
when Mrs. Payne's, father died, and back to 
Miniota in the spring of 1914. They bought 
the east half of 20-14- 26, and put up new 
buildings. Another son, Richard was born in 
1916. The children went to Omar school. 
Mrs. Payne was an accomplished musician 
and gave piano lessons to local pupils. Their 
home burned down while all were away, in 
December 1919. A vacant house from a neigh
bouring farm was moved and fixed upfor their 
use. (This one also burned unde r similar cir
cumstances later, when a bachelorwaswork
ing the farm.) 

Farming returns were not very profitable 
and a sale was called. Mrs. Payne and the 
family went to Alberta where the daughter 
was married and settled; Tom made his home 
at the Stowe's. He was general chore boy, 
keeping the buildings and fences in repair 
and a garden of vegetables and flowers a 
delight to see. He lived the last few years 
with his brother Frank in JVliniota, passing 
away March 2, 1954, of a heart attack, in 
Hamiota hospital. 

Francis William Payne came out to his bro
thers at Beulah in 1910, but did not take to 
farm work too well. He got work in Brandon 
in the line in which he was trained, painting 
and paper hanging. He enlisted in the first 
World War, returning to his werk inBrandon 
when it was over. Tiring of city life, he 
came out to the Miniota district and had a 
cabin built on the John Stowe farm. (In 1946 
this was moved to Uno to become part of 
the Brian Cooper home.) 

Typically English, he soon had a splendid 
garden around him. He did a good deal of 
decorating work in the community and re
ceived praise for its quality. He moved into 
Miniota in 1945 and was active until the last 
few months of his life. He died in Hamivta 
hospital August 23, 1955. 

The Payne brothers are both buried in 
Miniota cemetery. 
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MR. AND MRS. R. PEEL 

Robert Peel was born in 1879 at Hexham 
Northumberland, England. He wanted tofarm 
in Canada; through friends heard of Mr. 
Steuart, Miniota. In May 1897 he came to 
Elkhorn and worked for Mr. Steuart, who 
lived on S.W.-2-14-27, now the home of A. 
Gilchrist. He worked there for the summer, 
then went to work for R. Steuart, S.E. 33-
13- 27, now the home of George Peel. In 
1898 he bought N.E. -21-13-27 from T. 
Thompson. His first grain was hauled to 
Elkhorn. 

His marriage to Williamina Kerr, who 
came from Dumfries, Scotland in 1899, took 
place on March 14, 1900 at the home of the 
bride's brother, Archie Kerr. Reverend J. 
Watson, the pastor at Arrow River officiated. 
In 1950 they celebrated their Golden Wed
ding Anniversary. 

In 1904 he bought the Steuart homestead 
from C. Thompson. Mr. and Mrs. Peel 
lived on N.E.-22-13-27. They had a tennis 
court where anyone was welcome to play. 
House parties were held with neighbors sup
plying the music for dancing. They lived on 
the farm until April 1944, when they moved 
to Miniota and their eldest son William took 
over the farm. . 

Mr. Peel took a keen interest in public 
affairs and gave his full support to com
munity projects. In the realm of sport, he 
was an ardent curler from the inception of 
the local club, tennis was also a favorite 
pastime in the early days and he was an 
enthusiastic baseball fan. He was interested 
and took part in the affairs of the United 
Church. 

He represented ward 6 as Councillor, 1925-
1930, and was the Assessor and Enumerator 
for the municipality. He was also instrumental 
in the formation and carrying on of the 
Miniota Agricultural Society. He judged gar
den produce at the Hamiota Fair for many 
years. He was an inspector of lands and a 
hail adjustor for a few years. He served 
as Sec retary - Treasure r of the Wynona school 
as a Board member. 

He joined the Miniota Masonic Lodge in 
1908 and attained the office of Worshipful 
Master of the Miniota Lodge in 1912, and 
1922 and was Past District Deputy Grand 
Master in the 5th District. In 1955 the Ma
sons honored him at a banquet. 

Mr. Peel passed away August 15, 1957. 
He was predeceased by a son. Surviving 
are his wife and a family of five -- Mary, 
William, Alice, George and Charles. 

Mary (Mrs. T. Gilchrist) lives in Haney 
British Columbia. 

William lives on the home farm 22-13- 27. 

Alice (Mrs. D. F. Zarn) received her 
education in Miniota, Grade 12 at Virden and 
attended Winnipeg Normal School. In 1943 
she married Dave Zarn. He served overseas 
in the Canadian Army. While he was away 
Alice stayed in Miniota with her parents. 
They now live on a farm south of Ewart, 
and have two sons and a daughter. Ronald 
studied a course in electronics in Toronto, 
and has a position in Vancouver. Robert is 
attending Winnipeg University; Linda is stu
dying Grade 12 at the Reston High School. 

George farms and lives on 33-13-27 west of 
Miniota. 

Charles had a store in Foxwarren, and now 
farms near Riding Mountain. 

Mrs. Peel resides in Miniota; she cele
brated her 90th birthday on January 30th, 
1966. There are 13 grandchildren, 20 great 
grandchildren and 5 great great grandchild
ren. 

MR. AND MRS. W PEEL 

William, oldest son of Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Peel, was born in 1906. He attended Wynona 
and Miniota High School. Bill stayed home to 
help his father on the farm and when Mr. 
Peel retired to Miniota, Bill took over the 
farm. He took part in sports, played base
ball, tennis and still enjoys curling. He has 
been on Community Center and Pool Elevator 
Boards. In 1940 he married Doris, eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Berwick. 
They live on N.E. 22-13- 27. The house wa.s 
built in 1897. 

Doris was born in 1908, went to Isabella 
school for a short time, attended Rothesay 
and Miniota schools, received Grade 12 at 
Virden Collegiate, went to Winnipeg Normal 
and taught for a number of years; at one 
time she taught nine grades for $45.00 a 
month. Doris was always interested in sports, 
taking part in track events and basketball, 
also tennis and curling. She is a member 
of the Wynona Ladies Club, U.C.W., Wo
men's Institute and Order of the Ea'Stern 
Star. 

- 417-



GEORGE PEEL 

by Nellie Peel 

George Peel, a son of Robert Peel married ~ 
Nellie Leary in March 1932. They lived on 
the former Chew farm in the valley until 
1943 when they moved to the farm where 
they still reside. George is a grain and 
livestock farmer. 

They had six children. Phyllis is married 
to Earl Thompson and they make their home 
in Miniota. Bob, married to Catherine Lit
tlejohn lives in Reston where Bob is the 
Anglo Oil manager. Murray married Bev
erly Cole. He owns land in the valley and 
they live in a separate house on the home 
farm. Joan married Bob Jolley and they re
side in Brandon. Gladys died in August of 
1945 at the age of 11 years with polio. Ken 
is attending the Miniota Collegiate. There are 
eleven grandchildren. 

CHARLIE PEEL AND F AMIL Y 

I was born June 8, 1913 at Miniota in the 
house now occupied by my brother Bill the 
youngest child of Mr. and Mrs. R. Peel. 

My whole education was acquired in Miniota. 
When I completed high school I worked for 
my father until April, 1940 when I moved to 
my Uncle Archie Kerr's, working in part
nership with him. 

On October 19, 1940 I married Frances 
Berwick, a second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wallace Berwick of Miniota. 

Frances was born in Miniota, April 30 
1914 in the former Yarwood house. She' 
started school at Rothesay (north of Isabella) 
and completed Grade V to XI at Miniota. 
In June 1930 she received the Governor Gen
eral's medal for General ProfiCiency. Fran
ces took Grade XII in Virden and became a 
teacher. Her first school was at Edgehill, 
near Shoal Lake. The salary was $400 a 
year. She taught four years at Edgehill and 
three years at Rothesay . 

. After my marriage we lived with Archie 
Kerr until the fall of 1942, moving to the 
farm of Lew Berwick, north of Beulah. 
In the fall of 1943 we rented the Drummond 
farm east of Isabella, and in the fall of 1944 
we bought the Russell Warren farm one mile 

west of Isabella, which we still own. On the 
first of June, 1958 we purchased the Co-Op 
store in Foxwarren where we are presently 
living. 

We have two children. Marjorie was born 
September 10, 1941 in Miniota in the house 
now occupied by Bill Barrett. Marjorie at
tended school at Isabella. While at school 
she took part in 4-H work. After complet
ing Grade XI, she took two years at Bran
don College and three years at the Univer
sity of Manitoba graduating in 1962 with a 
B.Sc. Honours degree. She was employed 
by Great West Life in Winnipeg and is at 
present an Electronics' Analyst. She was 
married to Jerrold Bone, a teacher in Win
nipeg, in September 1963. 

Our son Wallace (Wally) was born in Min
iota, in Dr. Chalmer's home, November 27, 
1947. He was educated in Isabella and Fox
warren, and has completed his Grade XII 
in Birtle. Wally has spent four years in 
the Russell Air Cadets, receiving a Fly
ing Scholarship this summer. He will be 
attending the University of Manitoba. 

Frances returned to teaching in 1954, 
spending four years at Decker, five years 
at Foxwarren and three years at Rothesay. 
We bought a farm near Riding Mountain 
where we now reside. 

I was a member of the Foxwarren Town 
Council. 

Our family has always been interested in 
sports. I started playing hardball with the 
Miniota Cubs when I was 10. I have been 
playing manager of the Miniota, Isabella, 
and at present the Foxwarren teams, still 
playing ball at the age of 52. In hockey I 
played goalie for the Miniota High School 
and Senior teams. Both Frances and I played 
tennis and curl. Marjorie curled in Isabel
la, and bowls and curls in Winnipeg. Wally 
takes part in track events curling, hockey 
and baseball. He skipped the rink that won 
the Division Curling Trophy the last two 
years for Birtle High School. He was a mem
ber of the Provincial Juvenile Baseball 
champions in 1964. 
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JOHN PENELTON 

by Robert Penelton 

My parents John and Mary Penelton re
sided in Miniota in the early 1900s ina house 
on the lots now owned by David Russell. 
This house was torn down by the late William 
Mossop and the present house built. 

They remained here for three or four 
years, and having decided retirement was 
not for them, they returned to the home 
farm north west of Willen where they spent 
the rest of their lives. Mother passed away 
in 1913 and Dad in 1915. 

WILLIAM JOHN PENEL TON 

by Robert Penelton 

My brother Will homesteaded land south 
of Willen for several years and then started 
buying and selling horses. He moved to the 
Miniota district and farmed in the Glenlochar 
district. He travelled many parts of Manitoba 
and finally took up farming again at McCre
ary wh'ere he passed away in 1934. 

ROBERT ALEXANDER PENELTON 

I was born at Palmers ton, Ontario, Sept
ember 12, 1879, the youngest of eight. We 
came west to Section 22- Township 14 -
Range 28, called the Declare District, (now 
the territory west of Willen), in the fall of 
1889. This trip was made by train toElkhorn 
and from there by team and wagon. There 
were no buildings on the homestead so we 
stayed with my cousin Joe Leslie for the 
winter and began building in the spring. Our 
house was built of log and stuccoed with 
lath and plaster. The barn was made of sod, 
later a frame barn was built which is still 
on the farm, but the house was torn down and 
a new one built. John Davidson is now the 
present owner. 

We farmed 160 acres on the homestead, 
growing mixed grains and raising cattle, 
horses and pigs. 

In 1910 I took over the farm from my 
father and bought the east quarter adjoining 
the homestead. 

I was married to Ellen Miles in Winnipeg, 

December 7,1922. Her family had come from 
Bexhill, England to a homestead south and 
east of Willen. 

We had one son and two daughters. Arthur 
was born -at the farm home, February 10, 
1924 and received his education at Roselea, 
a country school a mile and a half away, 
also in Miniota. He served in the Navy dur
ing the Second World War. He married the 
former Helen Hunkin of Crandall and they 
have two sons and a daughter and live in 
Winnipeg where Art is employed by the Man
itoba Hydro. Doris was also born at the home 
farm August 22, 1925 and received her edu
cation at Roselea and Miniota. Formerly 
employed at the Miniota Post Office, she 
married George Bruce and has two dau
ghters. Merl was born at Elkhorn September 
26, 1927. She is married to Colin Cory of 
Wawanesa and they have two sons. They 
have been living in Caligary but are now 
moving to Vancouver. 

I spent many hours as barber for the 
surrounding neighbours and also played violin 
at house dances. 

My wife passed away in 1932 and in the 
fall of 1933 we moved to Miniota and to our 
present home. I worked for the Manitoba 
Power Commission putting in the line from 
Virden to Birtle and then at the Dairy and 
Poultry Co-Op and later as caretaker for 
the Community Centre and Royal Bank of 
Canada, retiring two years ago. 

ERIC PETERSEN 

Eric Petersen was born January 5, 1929 
at Alida, Saskatchewan. He received his ed
ucation at Elva and Pierson, Manitoba. 

In 1953 he married Eileen Warren of 
Medora, Manitoba. Eileen was born and 
educated in the Medora district. She was 
formerly employed by the Dominion Bank 
at Deloraine and later transferred t~ Bran· 
don. 

They have two children, Debra who was 
born March 27, 1956 and Douglas, born 
November 22, 1960. 

Eric started to work for Manitoba Hydro 
in 1950. He became foreman of a wita crew 
in 1953 and in 1954 went relieving supervi. 
sor staff. In 1955 he was put on district staff 
at Virden, moving to Rivers in 1956 and in 
1957 moving to Altona. In 1962 they moved 
to Miniota, Eric being district S\.Illervisor. 
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Tiley lived here until 1966 when Eric was 
moved to Treherne. 

ROBERT PIERCE 

Robert Pierce and his brother came into 
the Arrow River district, first as agents 
for men's ready made suits. Bob was a vet
eran of the First World War. He married 
Gladys Wallace, a sister of Sam Wallace, 
and lived on that farm for a time before 
moving to Victoria, B.C., where he and Gla
dys still reside. Although Bob had been 
seriously wounded in the war, he was an 
efficient farmer and :remembered as a good 
neighbor. 

JOE POPPEL 

I was born in 1925 at Pelger, Saskatchewan 
where I received my education. It was during 
the depression years that atthe age of sixteen 
I left home to find work. Since then I have 
been employed in various different places 
and have travelled east as far as Quebec t~ 
work in the mines. 

For two years I was employed on a dairy 
farm Mar Beausejour. Enroute back to 
Pelger, Sask. by motor cycle, 1 stopped in 
Birtle, Man., and acquired a job there with 
Mr. Tom Andrushuk, the RuralElectric Con
tractor. I remained with Tom until he es
tablished his own business as an International 
Harvester Co. dealer. 

In 1949 I took a radio course at Manitoba 
Technical Institute in Winnipeg, and shortly 
after completing the course I purchased the 
Drug Store from Doctor Bjornson, and com
menced my own business under the name of 
Miniota Radio, Electric and T.V. 

In 1950 I married Mary Juba of Birtle 
Man. Mary was born and educated in Oak~ 
burn, Man., having recently moved to Birtle. 
Our first son Gary was born in 1951, and at 
present he is a student at Miniota Collegiate. 

In 1952 I returned to Winnipeg where I 
took a course in Television Repair. 

Our second son, Wayne was born in 1952 
and is now taking Grade VII at the Miniot~ 
Elementary School. Mark, our youngest son 
was born in 1960. 

JOHN POWELL 

by Mrs. G. H. Stanger 

John Powell was born at North Augusta, 
Ont. in 1865, of Irish parents who migrated 
to Ontario from Ireland around 1850. John was 
one of a family of eight children. At the age 
of eighteen he came to Manitoba, with another 
Irish family, and took up a homestead at 
Beulah, Manitoba in 1883. Here he built a 
log and plaster home and a large log barn. 
He broke the land with, first, a team of 
oxen - later buying a team of horses. 

In 1898 he met and married Isabella Mac
Donald. Isabella's father and mother were 
the very first settlers, along with Dave 
Rowan's, to settle at Miniota; the latter 
having migrated from Arthur, Ontario, of 
Scottish parents. The trip was made up the 
Red River by boattowhatisnowWinnipeg and 
from there to Miniota by ox-cart, over 200 
miles. Their closest town was Birtle, to which 
Mr. MacDonald walked twenty miles every 
two weeks for mail and Eroceries, carrying 
the groceries and a 100 lb. bag of flour cili 
his back each trip. 

John Powell toiled hard on the homestead 
as did his wife, with seemingly each year 
a new baby arriving to be cared for. The 
Powell's were very devoted parents to their 
10 children, of which three died in infancy. 

The Powell home was a half-way place for 
many people travelling from Birtle to Virden, 
mostly when teaming their wheat between the 
points .. Anyone passing by near meal time 
was always waved in by John to enjoy a 
meal' from their table, whIch' was 'laden 
with a plentious supply of home-cooked food 
prepared by his wife, while the visitor's hors
es were fed the best of food in the barn. 

On this farm it was an exciting sight to 
see Isabella driving a frisky team of horses, 
named Squib and Cracker, drawing a fancy 
buggy, to and from Beulah. John Powell took 
great pride in all his stock. 

In 1907 John decided to move his family 
into the town of Birtle, after long delibera
tion as to where to locate to ensure an 
easier way of life. Within a few months a 
half section 3 miles south of Birtle along 
with a quarter section in the same area 
came up for sale. John Powell purchased 
both these farms. on one of which his 
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family grew up. Selling one quarter and 
buying another, he continued to farm until 
his death in 1921. -

John Powell was a good man, a friendly 
man, also a man who enjoyed his home and 
family. He was an expert farmer in grain 
and stock; his fields of grain yielding more 
bushels per acre and fewer weeds per field. 
His stock was always in top form, being 
given a special diet of cooked grains from 
an oven-lit cooker. As a once-a-week treat, 
the stock was given molasses in their feed 
to make them friskier and slicker. 

John toiled from sunrise to sunset; he was 
a very strong man. The Sabbath was his day 
of rest. Every Sunday after completing his 
morning chores, he rested and read his Bible 
- sounding out difficult words - as he was a 
man of limited education. One instance is 
recalled when one of his youngsters started 
whistling on Sunday. John admonished, "Son, 
it is Sunday, save your whistle for the 
week days." The children had a quiet pony 
that guided them to and from Sunday School 
each Sunday. In later years John Powell was 
one of the first to own a car. 

He enjoyed good music. Being a non
musician he did enjoy strumming on his 
Jewish harp, to the delight of his children. 

With the passing years John Powell de
veloped a heart condition which made his 
work less easy, but he was a man who never 
complained. During another day of toil, on 
Labor Day, September 5, 1921, at the age of 
56 he succumbed to a heart seizure, leaving 
his family to carryon the work from which 
he had been so suddenly called. 

John Powell's obituary is a lasting tribute 
to the life he lived: "To any neighbor in 
difficulty he was always ready and willing 
to help, and in his many business transac
tions always straight-forward. By his un
timely death the cO!llmunity has lost one of 
its most genuine men." 

John Powell's descendants are: Sarah Ellen 
(deceased) married Sid Rapley, one daughter 
Bernice. Martin John (deceased) married E
thel Towler of Manson, three sons: Martin 
Wayne married Iris Leland and living at 
Rivers. Kenneth Lloyd at home. Thomas 
Garth in Winnipeg. Susan married Geo. 
Stanger, lives in Winnipeg. Grace married 
Thomas Jasper, one daughter, Sheila, in 
Toronto and one son, Wallace, in Winnipeg. 
Alex married Jean Ross, living in Milwakee, 
Wis., U.S.A. Lorne married Betty Cunning-

ham of Miniota and now living in Flin Flon, 
three sons - John, Glen and Dale. Violet 
married Herb Flannery, living at Pipestone, 
four children - Joyce, Jim, Cliff and Keith. 

MARTIN JOHN POWELL 

Martin John Powell was born on May 8, 
1901 at Beulah, the eldest son of John and 
Isabella Powell. He took his schooling at 
Miniota school which was on South West quar
ter section 18-14-26. Later he went to Sar
ahville school in Miniota. He attended school 
until he was age 15, when he was needed at 
home to help on the farm. 

When his father died in 1921 he looked 
after the farm f9r the family until 1935. 
He then bought the east half 18-14- 26 and' 
north west quarter of 7-14- 26; rater buylng 
south west 32-14- 26 and selling it again in 
1960 to Charles Pierce. 

He was a mixed farmer unti11946whendue 
to his health he sold his stock and became 
a straight grain farmer. He lived on 18-14-26 
until in 1954, when highway 83 came through; 
then he tore down the old buildings and re
built on 7-14- 26, mainly to get away from 
the mud in spring and summer and snow in 
winter. 

In 1947 he ran the road patrolfor one year. 

Martin enjoyed all sports. He was a keen 
curler, also liked to help with young boys' 
hOCKey and ball teams. He was leader of 
Miniota 4- H Potato Club for four years and 
during the last year the club was top potato 
club in Manitoba. He was a member of Min
iota United Church, serving on the board at 
various times, also on the Community Cen
tre Board and the Municipal Elementary 
School Board. He also served on the Miniota 
Scout committee. 

In 1938 he married Ethel Towler of Manson 
and had three sons, who took all their school
ing at Miniota. Martin Wayne, born Decem
ber 1, 1941, started working in the Royal Bank 
in Miniota in July 1960. He was transferred 
to Union Stockyard Branch in July 1963, 
then to Rivers Branch in February 1965. He 
married Iris Lelond of Miniota on May 
15, 1965. Kenneth Lloyd, born January 25, 
1945 works the home farm. Thomas Garth, 
born April 7, 1946, is now working in Winni
peg. 

The boys all enjoy playing baseball and 
hockey. Thev were with the Miniota 4-H 
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for five to seven years, taking 
a fair share of championships. They were 
also members of the Miniota Boy Scouts. 

HERBERT MANLY POWERS 

Herbert Manly Power was born in Here
fordshire at or near a small town called 
Ross. He came to Canada as manager of an 
estate which was founded by Mr. Rank!, a 
wealthy English M.P. This landowner was 
chairman of the Emigration Committee of the 
British House of Commons, and he wanted the 
government to sponsor a wholesale emigration 
scheme as one means of relieving the pres
sure of population in the Old Country. The 
government would not consent, and Mr. Ran
kin decided to experiment himself, in a smal~ 
way. He bought five sections in the Two 
Creeks district, and brought out Mr. Power 
as manager. Mr. Rankin's scheme failed 
and Mr. Power took a homestead almost 
directly west of Miniota, on the west side 
of the Assiniboine River. Here he lived until 
he sold his farm and moved with his family 
to residE> in British Columbia. The Power 
Farm is now farmed by Stewart Taylor. Mr. 
Power was in the council from 1891-1892. 

WILLIAM BISSETT PRENTISS 

by Mrs. J. H. Proctor 

Mr. Prentiss was born at Stratford, Ont
ario on May 3, 1876. He came to Birtle 
Manitoba with his parents in 1882, and also 
resided at Shoal Lake for three year prior 
to coming to Miniota. 

Mr. Prentiss was a carpenter and cabinet 
maker by trade, and was a skilled and re
liable worker. He went about his business 
in a quiet and unassuming manner, and made 
many friends. 

He was very interested in curling, and a 
very good curler. 

In fraternal circles he was a veteran 
member of Parkissimo Lodge, I.O.O.F. He 
had occupied high positions in the local 
lodge, and was Past District Deputy Grand 
Master. He wore a Veteran's Jewel. 

For the latter part of his life he was 
caretaker of the Miniota School. He passed 
away March 9, 1953 and is buried in Miniota 
cemetery. 

THE PROCTOR F AMIL Y 

by Mrs. J. H. Proctor, age 84 

Doctor and Mrs. J. H. Proctor came to 
Canada from Musselburgh, Scotland. in 1882. 
They homesteaded in the Two Creeks area, 
and Dr. Proctor was instrumental informing 
Two Creeks S-chool and district. Atthistime. 
church services were held in tile school. 
Mrs. Proctor was organist, and if the weather 
was inclement, Dr. Proctor conducted the 
service. Dr. Proctor was a member of the 
Miniota Council in its early years, and pro
bably instrumental in its formation. He took 
up a second homestead in 1911. This he later 
named the Golden Acre School District. 

Mr. G. Proctor, son of Dr. Proctor, was 
born in Edinburgh, Scotland, and came to 
Canada with his parents and brothers at the 
age of 15. He, his father, and brother, 
Matthew, homesteaded on the same section. 
Here, and in Virden, he spent the greater 
part of his life. His later years were lived 
in Brandon. 

FRANK REEVES 

by Harry Reeves 

Frank Reeves was born in England and came 
to Canada in 1882 with his parents and bro
ther Fred and sister Florence. He returned to 
England but soon returned to Canada where 
he bought a quarter of land south-east of 
Two Creeks. In 1905 he married Lily Hand
ley. He bou,gtJt her parents farm in 1906, 
which consisterJ, of Section .5-13-26 .. This. 
had been part Of the' Rankin E state before 
being bought by Wm. Handley sometime ear
lier. This farm is partly in the Assiniboine 
valley. There was a fairly large Indian bury
ing ground down by the river, but with the 
passing of years, is now very hard to find. 
It was situated on an old Indian trail. 

I remember Cowley Webster Sr. telling of 
plowing a furrow behind a Red River cart for 
several days looking for good heavy land, 
and finally settled in a district with more 
alkali and gumbo than most land around. 
For the first year he continued to break 
with the plow behind the Red River cart. 

They had a family of four children, Nellie, 
the eldest married Mervin Heaman and still 
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lives in the Harmsworth district. Albert 
farmed with his father at home, later moved 
to Virden where he died when still a young 
man. Violet married and is living in B.C. 
Harry married Lavinia Turner. 

Mrs. Reeves died in 1949 and Mr. Reeves 
passed away ten years later. 

FRED REEVES 

Fred Reeves was born at Ross in Here
ford, England, coming to Canada with his 
parents and brother Frank and sister Flo
rence in 1882. 

They spent the first winter in Winnipeg and 
in 1883 moved to afarm north of Two Creeks, 
this- farm being part of what was known as 
the Rankin Estate. 

He married Edith Morton and then home
steaded the N.W. 34-12- 26 where he farmed 
for a time, later moving to 31-12-26 where 
he farmed until his retirement to Miniota 
in the 1930's. They had six children. Susan, 
t'he eldest became a nurse, moved to Cali
fornia and married Chas. Chandler. She 
died at an early age. John married Ida 
Webster and took over the home farm, 
where he still farms with his son Larry. 
Henry, who married Betty Katchen, farmed 
on 6-13-26 for some years and in 1965 
sold out and is now living at Cranberry 
Portage. Ted died in 1931 at the early age 
of 19. Mr. and Mrs. Reeves lived in Miniota 
until Mr. Reeves passed away in 1951. Mrs. 
Reeves then lived with her son Henry until 
her death in April, 1953. 

ERNEST HARVEY REID 

by Margaretta Reid 

My husband, Ernest Harvey Reid, became' 
principal of the Miniota Collegiate in the fall 
of 1934. This followed a period of five years 
as principal of the Angusville High School. 
He moved our furnishings to the home for
merly occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Dahlgren 
and their family during the summer while 
I was awaiting the birth of our son, James 
Harvey, at the home of my parents at Oak
ville. Jim was born at the General Hospital, 
Portage la Prairie, on the 21st of August, 
and a few weeks later we went to our new 
home in Miniota. 

I recall pleasant summer evening drives 
through the beautiful Assiniboine Valley, and 
fun in the curling rink during the winter. 
We partiCipated in United Church activities 
with the Reverend J. Stephens as minister 
and later Reverend George McMillan. You 
may recall Mr. Stephens as the Bishop in 
the play "The Bishop's Candlesticks." This 
was one of the several one-act plays staged 
by the Women's Auxiliary to raise funds for 
the church. Ernest was also a member of 
the Oddfellow's Lodge. 

These were depression years, and if my 
memory serves me well, we purchased our 
home there for $1050.; a two-storey, six room 
brick house with glassed verandah, a garage 
and a large, well landscaped lot. 

Our daughter, Kathleen Mary, was born 
in the Miniota Hospital. Doctor Chalmers 
was the most patient and kindly of doctors. 

In the summer of 1938, when Ernest was 
appOinted Inspector of Schools for the newly 
formed McCreary district, we sold our 
Miniota house to Mr. Russell Lynch and 
moved to McCreary. Our daughter, Donna 
Elaine, was born during the time we lived 
in McCreary. 

The next appointment was to the Shoal 
Lake district in February, 1941. Five years 
were spent in Shoal Lake and then a tem
porary appOintment as Inspector of High 
Schools for the western part of the province 
brought us to Winnipeg to live in 1946. 

Many changes took place in my husband's 
work during the next ten years. He served 
in a suburban field north of the city for a 
short period and left this to become Assistant 
PrinCipal of the Provincial Normal School 
for one year. Later, he was one of a group 
of three, assigned to inspect the city schools. 
The appointment as Supervisor of Teacher 
Supply followed, and finally, that of Chief 
Inspector of Schools in Manitoba. He died 
very suddenly in November, 1956, while ser
ving in this capacity. 

Jim is leaving London, Ontario, this sum
mer to take a position in the Eastern Ontario 
Institute of Technology at ottawa, as an 
Instructor in Physics. 

Kathleen has been a primary teacher for 
some years at Flin Flon, St. James and then 
in Toronto where she and her husband, 

We spent four happy years in Miniota. Er- Garry Lewis, have been living for the past 
nest was particularly fond ofthis community. three years. 
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Donna was married last summer to Robert 
Dunham, formerly of Birtle, and they reside 
in Winnipeg. 

GORDON RENNIE 

by Mrs. W. M. Rennie 

Gordon and I went to live in Miniota in 
1923. Gordon had been with Mr. Hodnett in 
the store for four years prior to that; how
ever we moved to Winnipeg the following 
year. 

We were members of the Presbyterian 
Church of Hamiota, and I enjoyed meeting 
the ladies of Miniota, but being there such 
a short time, I hardly got to know many. 
Gordon was fond of curling, and was a close 
friend of the Evans family. He and Charlie 
Evans were buried on the same day; Gordon 
in Hamiota and Charlie in Minnedosa. 

MR. AND MRS. BASIL REVELEY 

by Mrs. B. Reveley 

Mr. Reveley emigrated to Canada from 
Lancashire, England, in 1905, returning there 
in 1907 to marry Frances Linacre. They 

then returned to Canada and bought a farm 
in Rookhurst, south of Minnedosa. While 
on the farm, and also in the town of Minne
dosa itself, they had two daughters, Lynn 
and Muriel. In 1916 the Reveleyfamily moved 
to Miniota, where Mr. Reveley took over the 
office of Percy Rayner, Notary Public. In 
1917, they had a third daughter, Sylvia. Mr. 
Reveley later took over the agency for the 
Massey Harris Company, and also became the 
Bailiff of the Municipality. Mr. and Mrs. 
Reveley owned their home, (1923-1928) the 
old Jack Redden home, which is situated in 
the northwest corner of the town. 

Mr. Reveley built the first golf course 
in Miniota, immediately north of the old 
curling and skating rink. While residing in 
Miniota he also participated in several Man
itoba Free Press Golf Tournaments, andwon 
various trophies. For several years he ran 
the curling and skating rink. Mrs. Reveley 
was an avid curler, and with several other 
ladies of the community, some of whom were 
Mrs. R. Hawthorn, Mrs. W. Dart and Mrs. 
W. L. Hodnett, took in, for many winters, 
the bonspiels in the surrounding towns. 
Mr. Reveley was a member of the Sons of 
England Lodge, also a member of the Masonic 
Order. From 1918 - 1928 he built up a 
photography service, and did all the local and 
rural developing and printing. From 1923 -
28 he was a member of the Provincial Po
lice. 

The Basil Revely Family 

- 424-



Mr. and Mrs. Reveley were instrumental 
in founding Miniota's first Dramatic Society, 
in which innumerable members of the com
munity and surrounding area took an active 
part. Notable among these were the very 
versatile members of the Evans family, 
Charlie, Alex, Norma and Ida. The old 
timers will well remember how this group 
travelled to other towns, putting onplays,etc. 

Mrs. Reveley was the first President of the 
Lodge Anglia, Daughters of England. She is 
also a Past Worthy Matron of the Order 
of the Eastern Star. She was at one time 
president if the Women's Institute, and the 
Women's Auxilliary of the Church of England. 
Being also very interested in the welfare of 
the young people of the community, she was 
Captain of the first Miniota Troop of the 
Canadian Girl Guides. For several years 
Mrs. Reveley taught Art Classes toanumber 
of children in the town. She was also active 
"in the Boys' and Girls' Club, and on many oc
casions she judged art in the various fairs 
in the district, e.g. Hamiota, Isabella and 
Virden. 

In 1917 Mr. Reveley, Mr. Bill Watts and 
Mr. Tom Lancaster formed the swimming 
club at the old lagoon west of the town, 
in the Assiniboine Valley. This soon de
veloped into the pleasure park for all the 
residents of the town. 

In June 1928, Mr. and Mrs. Reveley and 
family moved to Melville, Sask., where Mr. 
Reveley had charge of the Golf Club in 
summer, and was employed by the C.N.R. 
in the winter months. Later he became Mag
istrate. In 1937 they moved to Regina. 
In 1963 Mr. Reveley passed away, and his 
wife still .resides in Regina. 

Their family consisted of three daughters: 
Lynn (Mrs. Lewis Stubbs), eldest daughter, 
is a registered nurse, is married, and 
resides in Bermuda, having made her home 
there since 1946. 

Muriel (Mrs. Borden Hibbard), second 
daughter, resides in Regina. 

Sylvia (Mrs. George Little), youngest 
daughter, also resides in Regina. She is a 
graduate of the University of Saskatchewan, 
and also of Saskatchewan Teachers' Col
lege, and is presently employed as Traf
fic Manager of radio station CKCK. She is 
also a Past Worthy Matron of the Order of 
the Eastern Star. Her daughter Miss Sandra 
Little, is an elementary school teacher in 
Calgary, Alberta, and in 1961 was Sask-

... '-r-;--n ...... 

atchewan's only representative in the Miss 
Canada Beauty Pagaent, held in Hamilton, 
Ont.. Her son Mr. John Reveley Little, is 
presently a pre- medical student at the Uni
versity of Saskatchewan, and in 1964 he was a 
recipient of the Governor General's Medal. 

THE REYNOLDS F AMIL Y 

by Mrs. George (Lila) Reynolds 

Mr. and Mrs. John Reynolds c.ame from 
their home in Chatham, Ontario in tbe spring 
of 1882, and settled on their homestead in 
the Beulah district. That homestead is now 
farmed by their grandsons, Lawrence and Jim 
Reynolds, and has been in continuous posses
sion of the family. 

The first home site is marked by the clump 
of Russian Poplars growing just east of the 
old buildings. They moved from it to the 
stone house, where Grandfather Reynolds 
planted the grove of maples around the new 
home. 

Mr. Reynolds had preceded the familJ,4, and 
walked from Winnipeg to locate and make 
preparation for their new home. A brother
in-law, Mr. Andrew Clyde, had come from 
Ontario earlier, and it was to his home that 
Mr. Reynolds came. When the new home. was 
established Grandfather sent for his family. 
He met them in Winnipeg, and preparations 
were made for the long, slow journey to their 
home. 

This time they travelled by wagon drawn by 
oxen. It was a slow hard trip; creeks were 
flooded with spring thaw, mudholes were 
numerous, and flies and mosquitoes were 
bad. Frequent rains impeded their progress 
and made the roads worse. 

The wagon was of necessity heavily loaded 
with supplies of food, luggage and other 
equipment. A crate with two young pigs in 
it was fastened on the side, another crate 
had six hens, and a cow was tied behind. 
With Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, four children 
and a Mr. Tom Taylor, who came with them 
from Winnipeg, they had a full wagon. Trou
blesome incidents were many. The cow all too 
often decided it was time to rest, and would 
lie down. Many times they got stuck in mud 
holes, and the wagon had to be unloaded, 
contents carried through to dry land and 
reloaded. On one such occasion the pigs got 
loose, and the men had a real chase to catch 
them. Once, when fording a river, the water 
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came into the wagon, wetting part of the load, 
including two bags of flour. They feared it 
would be ruined, and that for Mother Reynolds 
was too much. She wept. However, it was 
found upon arrival, that the flour had caked 
against the bag, thus preventing penetration. 

I mentioned the hens. During that first year, 
Mother Reynolds raised some chickens, and 
had sixteen pullets to put in her henhouse 
that fall. They were just starting to lay when 
one morning they found a mink had got in 
and killed all but one. 

I have heard of the troubles and trials of 
these early years. The cow'sfirstcalfproved 
to be of buffalo descent, and became so wild 
and dangerous it had to die young. 

The first home was a long one- storey struc
ture built of logs plastered with mud. Bliz
zards were numerous and dangerous. Once, 
at least, the home was almost buried, but 
fortunately the door opened in. Mr. Rey
nolds had to dig his way with a home- made 
fire shovel, till he could reach a shovel that 
he kept beside the door. After that the shovel 
was brought in at night. 

One evening Mother Reynolds started to 
walk across the field to spend the night 
with her sister-in-law, Mrs. Isaac Clyde, 
a distance of around half a mile. It was 
winter, and she had not gone far when a 
heavy fog rolled up blotting out all landmarks, 
and bringing early darkness. She was soon 
quite lost. No one worried about her, as her 
sister-in-law was not expecting her, and her 
family did not expect her back till next day. 
She spent the night walking up and down in 
the shelter of a bluff, and in the morning, 
found she was only a short distance from 
home. The bluff was later cut down, but one 
tree was left standing, as a token of grati
tude for the shelter it had provided. Mother 
died before that tree fell a victim to the 
wind storms. 

That first home was the home for fourteen 
years, then they moved to the stone house. 
My husband's twenty-first birthday was cele

brated a year later by s.large dinner party. 
A forty pound turkey was cooked for the 
occasion, and a special platter bought to serve 
it on. I still have the platter. 

For many years Mother Reynolds acted as 
both nurse and doctor for most of the ma
ternity cases, also for any illness that she 
was asked to attend, or where she felt she 
could help. I have heard her say she never 
refused a call regardless of time, place or 

weather. This was not a paid service. Those 
were the days when money was scarce and 
neighbor helped neighbor, without looking 
for return. Mother continued this work until 
Dr. Chalmers came, and even then for a 
time went with him, and took over the nurs
ing when he left. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds were kindly, honest 
and hospitable. No one was ever refused a 
meal or bed, and no one was ever defrauded 
in any way. 

The first grain sown on the farm was 
broadcast by hand. Mrs. Reynold's father 
was an experienced hand at broadcasting. 
He walked up and down with his basket hang
ing from his neck, and scattered the seed 
with a circular sweep of his hands, that 
spread it evenly and thoroughly. 

In the earliest years all farm produce had 
to be taken to Virden; a long, cold trip with 
oxen in winter. I have heard Mother Reynolds 
tell of one occasion when they had made the 
trip with a load of dressed pigs and other 
produce, which they hoped to exchange for 
groceries and other needs, but they had to 
bring it all home again, as stores were al
ready overstocked. 

When Birtle became a town, they made it 
their chief market. I have heard my husband 
tell of leaving home with a load of grain and 
his oxen before daylight, and not getting to 
Birtle till late afternoon. Usually a number 
of neighbors made the trip together, which 
to a degree relieved the monotony. They 
spent the night in Birtle, and came home the 
next day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds had six children. 
One little girl, aged three, died in Ontario. 
Three girls and two boys grew up on the 
homestead. Margaret (nicknamed, Mary)was 
the oldest. She chose to remain single, and 
spent most of her life on the farm, and all 
down through the years devoted herself to the 
home and loved ones. Like her mother before 
her, she was always ready to help friends 
and neighbors when there was a need. 

George, my husband came next. He was 
seven years old when they left Ontario. As 
far as I know there was no school near just 
at that time. Later, a school known as the 
Miniota School was built near the big slough. 
It stood east and north of the present Powell 
home. George attended it till a school was 
opened in Beulah. In those days farm boys 
did not get much opportunity for higher edu
cation, and I fear, did not make too much 
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use of the opportunities they had. George 
quit school at an early age, but he was by 
no means an uneducated man. He was a rea
der, and had the ability to remember what 
he read. One of his first chores on the 
farm was to walk beside the oxen in harvest 
time with a prod or whip to keep them moving 
fast enough to operate whatever form of bind
er they had. The family grew up, and the 
young people entered into community life 
and interests, both socially and in the Church. 

The Reynolds were Presbyterians, and at
tended service in Beulah. They had a strong 
youth Group in Beulah, known as the Epworth 
League, which met once a week in which 
George and his sister took an active part. In 
winter they had skating, and later curling, 
also social gatherings in the homes. George 
was an ardent curler, and was part of Beulah 
curling club from its earliest beginning. 
They drove with horses from town to town, 
taking in bonspiels. George was quite young 
when started curling, and had to get his 
father's consent to go to bonspiels as it 
entailed using horses and leaving work. He 
was told he could go on one condition, namely, 
that he would promise not to drink or gamble; 
a promise that was faithfully kept. He became 
Qllite a skilled curler. For years he attended 
the Winnipeg bonspiel, and although he never 
made the top, he did come close. He had his 
own rocks, and had used them for years, 
but the last time he went to Winnipeg, the 
rocks were all shipped to Miniota and taken 
to the rink. It was some time before George 
went to get them, and when he did he found 
that his box had been chopped open and his 
rocks were gone. That was a few years 
after we were married, and he was busier 
at home, so he never replaced them. 

In other spheres, he served on the Board 
of Stewards in Beulah Church, and was 
chairman for some years. He also served 
on the Board of Stewards in Miniota, after 
we transferred to the Church there. He was 
very interested in the formation of the Wheat 
Pool, and worked to get an elevator in Beulah. 
He was on the Board of Directors of this 
e1evator for some years. He was also a char
t€r meml;>er of the Miniota Co-Op, and on its 
board of directors. Like his parents, he was 
always ready to help where he saw aneed. He 
was never active in any sport except curling, 
but never missed a chance to be a spectator. 

Edith was next in age. As a girl and young 
woman, she was very delicate. She married 
Will Fraser of Beulah. They owned the farm 
directly north of the old Strachan farm. Will 
was a member of the Miniota Council for a 

number of years. Later they sold out and 
moved to Winnipeg. They came back to Beu
lah district during the first war, and bought 
the farm north of Beulah, now owned by the 
Tomiski family. They had two sons, Harold, 
born on their first farm, and Gordon, bornin 
Winnipeg. Gordon has for some years been 
PrinCipal of the Brandon Collegiate. Harold 
died with flu in 1919 while still a school boy. 
That same fall Will died as a result of in
juries he sustained when the team he was 
driving ran away, and threw him from the 
wagon. 

Sadie, the youngest girl, was very pretty 
and popular. She was interested and active 
in all community events, and in the people 
who formed the community. She married Al
bert Luce and moved to Winnipeg. She died 
following the birth of her second child, Roy 
Luce. Margaret, the older child was about 
three. My sister Jessie was married to Jack 
Reynolds, and they took Margaret. Mar
garet Reynolds took Roy. At that time Mar
garet, and Mother and Father Reynolds lived 
!n a little house just east of our home. Roy 
got his education in Miniota School, and as a 
teen ager made his home with us for a few. 
years, but later went to Winnipeg, and after' 
he was married moved to the coast. He is 
now working as an assessor in North Van
couver. Margaret, Mrs. K. Leckie, also 
lives in Vancouver. 

Jack, the youngest member of the family 
was born in Manitoba in the fall of eighty
three: As I mentioned earlier, he married 
my younger sister Jessie. At that time' Jack 
owned the farm where Lawrence and Jim 
now live. He sold to Jack Middletonandmov
ed to Winnipeg. He came back to Beulah 
once more, and bought the farm now owned 
by Ali Sawyer, north of BeUlah. He farmed 
for some years, when he again sold and re
turned to Winnipeg. Jack, as a young man, 
was an enthusiastic athlete, and enjoyed 
sports. He played baseball, football, hockey 
and tennis. He was never satisfied with just 
being a part of things, and whatever he did 
in work or play was done to the best of his 
ability. Beulah formed a rifle club under the 
Dragoons. Both George and Jack belonged, 
and both won silver salvers for marksman
ship. 

Jack and Jessie had two children; a son 
who died at birth, and a daughter Betty who 
resides with her mother in Vancouver. 

George and I were married in June, 1910, 
and Jack and Jessie in December, 1910. 
Jessie and I were teachers. Jessie taught 

- 427-



in the school near Powells, known as Miniota 
School. I taught at Omar. My school was just 
about half a mile west of the home now owned 
by Mr. Kelly. 

The Reynolds family are all gone. Mary 
died in 1940, Jack in 1945, Edith in 1946, 
and George in 1949. Sadie had predeceased 
them in 1914. 

EDWARD LAWRENCE REYNOLDS 

Edward Lawrence Reynolds was born April 
14, 1911. I am the eldest son of the late 
George Reynolds and Mrs. Reynolds of Min
iota. I was a student in Beulah school up to 
Grade V at which time we were transferred 
to Miniota school where I completed myedu
cation. After leaving school in 1928 I took up 
farming with my father. In 1935 we changed 
from horses to tractor farming. I still re
member our first tractor that was used on 
the land. It was a John Deere Model D which 
cost $1485.00. 

In 1940 I married Verna Hall and we made 
our home on the farm owned by the late John 
Middleton, North half 19-14~26 West. In 1944 
we bought the farm from Mr. Middleton and 
have lived on it ever since. 

I became a trustee on the Miniota Municipal 
School District board in 1945. I served in 
this capacity until the end of 1958. When the 
School Division Plan was voted in, in 1959 
I allowed my name to stand for nomination 
as a candidate for trustee of Birdtail River 
School Division and was elected as a trustee 
of this board. I still hold this position at the 
time of writing. In 1957 I was elected as 
a dirp.ctor of the Urban section of the Manito
ba School Trl.1stees' Association. I resigned 
from this position in 1958. In November 
1960 I again became a member of the ex
ecutive of the newly formed Manitoba Urban 
School Trustees' Associatio~ of Manitoba. 
I was elected as Vice-President of this 
trusteGs association in November 1960 and in 
November 1961 as president for the period 
ending November 1962. I continued to serve 
as past president for two more years, re
tiring from the executive in November 1964. 
At the request of the executive I have con
tinued to serve on a special committee work
ing toward the amalgamation of the two 
trustee associations. During the years I 
was priviledged to serve on the provincial 
executive. I attended trustee meetings in 
Vancouver, Halifax, Calgary, Montreal, Re
gina, Saskatoon, Yorkton and several cities 
and towns in Manitoba. 

Besides my interest in trustee work I 
have been a member of other community 
boards. I have served on the Community 
Centre, Miniota Co-Op and Beulah Co-oper
ative Elevator Association. I am a member 
of the United Church of Canada in Miniota. 
I am one of the trustees of the church and 
have served several terms as a member of 
the Board or-Stewards. 

We have three children: Wilma(Mrs. Peter 
Kryshewsky) of Hamiota, who has two child
ren - Machael and Lyla; Jack, who completed 
his education in Miniota and was then employ
ed in the Mlniota Branch of the Royal Bank 
of Canada. He was transferred to Newdale 
in May, 1965 and then to Binscarth in Nov
ember, 1965. Kenneth is attending Miniota 
School. 

JAMES LESLIE REYNOLDS 

James Leslie Reynolds was born April 16, 
1920; the son of Mr. and Mrs. George Rey
nolds of Miniota. I received my education 
in Miniota School, completing my Grade 
XII in 1939. 

On finishing school I worked on my father's 
farm until his retirement. 

In 1945 I rented the former Walter TUley 
farm located on the West half of 29-14-26W. 
and North East quarter of 30-14-26W. 

In 1946 I rented my father's farm, the 
south half of 30-14-26W and South East 
quarter of 25-15- 27W. The South West quar
ter of 30 was Grandfather Reynolds home
stead and I have the original deed issued to 
him in 1885 in my posseSSion. 

In 1946 I entered into partnership with my 
brother Lawrence, and we still work together. 
In October he and I purchased the TUley 
farm. 

In 1954 I married Eva Veale, daughterof 
Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Veale of Winnipeg, 
and we have lived on the farm since that 
time. 

I was president of the school student 
council for the 1938 - 1939 term. In 1959 
I joined the Boy Scout movement as a cub 
master for five years and since that time 
have been chairman of the Group Committee. 

I am a member of Miniota United Church, 
serving in my third three year term on the 
Committee of Stewards and my second term 
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as chairman of that group. I was also a 
member of Miniota United Church Young 
People's Union for a number of years, 
serving as president twice. 

REVEREND THOMAS REYNOLDS 

Reverend Thomas Reynolds was born in 
England in 1885, and came to Canada in 1909. 

He graduated in Arts and Theology in 1915 
and 1916 from Wesley College. Active in 
youth groups, he ministered at many Manito
ba points. He was minister of Miniota Me
thodist church prior to the local union of the 
Presbyterian and Methodist churches of Min
iota in 1923. 

As a member of the Canadian Authors' As
sociation he has written articles for the 
United Church Observer and other magazines, 
also, a novel" The Unquenched Flax." 

Reverend Reynolds passed away in October, 
1951, and was survived by his wife who now 
lives in Vancouver, also one daughter and 
five sons. 

AB. RICHARDSON 

by son Harold 

Mr. Ab. Richardson, my father, was born 
in Barnsby, England. He came first to Canada 
in the year 1888, at the age of 16, on the 
ship Esperion. He travelled by train to Birtle, 
Manitoba, to the home of a minister named 
Rev. Mitten. Then he rode with the mail 
carrier van to Arrow River to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Elliott, Sr., who lived at the end of the 
Maples (25-13-26) Lou Lelond's home. Dad 
worked there a few years, then went to 
Tom Stubbins place and later to Anthony Rudds 
near Crandall. He also herded cattle for Mr. 
Bill Elliott, down in the Assiniboine Valley 
for a few years. 

After ten years, he became homesick and 
got Mr. Pat Watters to drive him to Virden, 
so he could go back to England, in 1898. 
He then married my mother in Harrowgate, 
Yorkshire, England, where I was born and 
also my sister, Olive. We also came to 
Canada, sailing from Liverpool to Halifax, 
then travelling by train toWinnipeg, Brandon, 
and by branch line to Miniota. Pat Watters 
picked us up there in April, 1913. 

We started our first home in the Mc
Gillivary house close to the Arrow River 
cemetery. Olive and I went to the old Ar
row River school by the cemetery. My 
first teacher was Mabel Whitney, later Mrs. 
Ernie Warren of Crandall. Some of my 
school mates were Bill and Reg Attwood; 
Bill, Alex, Wallace, Margaret and Mabel 
O'Callaghan; Elva Lynch, Jessie and Robert 
Elliott, also Birdie and Maggie Elliott. 
Still later Myrtle Sunley was my teacher. 
We started going to the new school right 
in Arrow River. Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie 
were our teachers there. He was a war 
veteran with an artificial leg. My school 
mates there were: George and Spence Little
john, Tommy Mitchell, Everett, Ivan and 
Ida Tennant, Jack, Angus, Jim, George, 
Nellie, Annabelle and Mary McKinnon, also 
Jean, Margaret, Gladys and Jimmy Kirton, 
and Doreen, Marion, Willie and Stanley Le
lond. 

My father worked for Mr. Lynch on a farm 
near Arrow River for four years, 1914-
1918, then moved to Mr. Jim Yeaman for the 
next three years, in the Brighton School 
district south of Arrow River. Later, we 
moved to Mr. Rowan's half section farm, 
until my Dad passed away March 22, 1935. 
He was buried in Arrow River cemetery. 
Mother passed away April 18, 1952, and 
was buried in New Westminster, B.C. 

Dad did not hold any public office, but he 
and mother were great church workers. They 
sang in the choir of the Miniota Holy Trinity 
Church for twenty years. My sister, Olive, 
also sang in the choir. Mother belonged to 
the Ladies' Aid. 

Olive was very good at oil painting. She 
made a lovely scroll for Arrow River. This 
scroll still hangs in the Community Hall. 
Olive is now Mrs. B. A. Ringues and lives 
in Bellford, B.C. 

I bought my first car in 1927, a 1925 
model T Ford, priced at $375. I was a 
member of the Sons of England Lodge in 
Miniota. At that time Mr. Reg. Oliver was 
president and Mr. Bill Hurlin was vice 
president. 

I married a Scotch girl, from Ayrshire, 
Scotland, and we live here in New West
minster, B.C. 
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ARTHUR RICHARDSON 

Archur Richardson was born Feb., 1879 
in Tipperary, Ireland; the oldest of a family 
of nine. He and his sister Lizzie arrived in 
Miitiota on July 1, 1900. They came to Canada 
due to their uncle's return to Ireland as an 
immigrant agent. Mr. William Howard painted 
a glorious picture of a fabulous future in 
Canada; "Just turn the sod and you'll triple 
your money in one year." 

Arthur left Ireland when he was 21 years old, 
never to return home or to see his parents 
again. His four younger sisters, Martha, 
Sarah, Alice and Lillie, and a brother William 
followed within the next four or five years, 
all coming to William Howard until they found 
jobs. A brother and sister remained in Ire
land. 

Arthur first worked at John Bell's at 
Blaris for one year, then two years for Wil
liam Howard. He then bought N 1/2 of 9-14-
26 through Mr. Howard, who was also a land 
agent for C.N.R. 

He homesteaded for many years, working 
his farm with oxen, horses and later tractors. 
His one comment about oxen was how stub
born they were. He had a team of oxen that 
one day refused to move no matter what he 
did. A feed cooker was situated close to the 
trouble, so in desperation lie went over and 
took a handful of cooked grain, lifted the 
oxen's tail and plastered the hot mash on the 
oxen. With that the oxen took off and ended 
up in a slough for the rest of the day. 

In 1911 he and Wallace Bonner became 
partners in farming, a partnership which 
lasted for over 30 years. Their friendship 
was one that met many changes and hard 
times as well as good. 

Throughout the years Arthur built up his 
farm with livestock. He also built a frame 
house and large horse and cattle barn. Water 
was scarce, and much money and time was 
spent digging and drilling wells. Much of the 
water was drawn in large water tanks for the 
livestock. 

Arthur was married in 1923 to a young 
Irish lass from Pipestone, Man. -- Emma 
Jane Flannery. Emmie was born in Ireland 
in 1904, coming to this country with he r par
ents while still quite young. She was one of 
twelve children. 

Arthur was one of the first board members 
of the Miniota Co- op; he belonged to the Or
angemen's Lodge, and he and his family 
were members of Miniota Anglican Church. 

Many men have worked on the Richardson 
farm including Hubert White, Norman Walk
er, Bill Rodgers, Bob Bratton, Jim Tumilty, 
Bob Smithson and several of the Flannery 
Brothers. 

The Richardsons had four children; Ivy 
Jane, born in 1924, Lillian Wilda born in 
1925, Howard John born in 1927 and George 
Arthur in 1931. They all received their ed
ucation at Miniota Elementary and High 
School. 

In January 1945 Lillian went in training at 
Brandon General Hospital, graduating in 1948. 
She married George Gardham of Arrow River 
in 1952. Ivy went to work in 1945 at Hodnett's 
store for three years, and then married 
Vernon Lockhart of Arrow River in 1948. 

In 1944 Evelyn Moore came to live with 
her aunt and uncle after the death of her 
mother, who was Emmie's sister. Evelyn 
lived at Miniota for the next six years, 
completing her schooling. She later became 
a telephone operator at Elgin, Manitoba, 
and she married Jack King of Elgin in 1953. 

In June 1945, Arthur Richardson passed 
away, leaving Emma and her two young sons 
to run the farm. 

Howard was married in June 1952 to Shir
ley Angus of Crandall, Man. George jOined 
up with the Royal Canadian Artillery in 1950 
and served in Korea. He married Sylvia 
Pentilchuck of Roblin in 1953. 

Emma Richardson passed away in Novem
ber, 1954, and the Richardson farm is now 
owned and farmed by Louis Gurr. 

HOWARD RICHARDSON 

Howard Richardson, the eldest son of Arthur 
and Emma Richardson was born May 2, 1927 
in Miniota. I attended school in Miniota, com
pleting my Grade 12. When my father died in 
June 1945, I stayed at home and farmed for 
my mother. 

In 1952 I married Shirley Angus, youngest 
daughter of George and Maude Angus of Cran
dall. Shirley was born in Crandall on Decem
ber 31, 1931 and completed her Grade 12 
in Crandall. 
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We lived on the home farm N.E. 9-14-26 
until my mother's death in 1954. We then 
moved to Miniota but I continued farming the 
N.W. 9-14-26 and N.E. 8-14-26. In 1961 
we moved to the Hugh Gibbon farm on Section 
23-14-27 and in 1964 we bought this farm. 

We have five children. Dale, born on Nov
ember 19, 1952; Debra and Dennis, born on 
March 10, 1954 and Rosalie, born August 10, 
1958. They all attend Miniota Elementary 
School. Glen Howard was born on June 7 
1966. ' 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON 

William Richardson came to Miniota from 
Tipperary, Ireland in 1906, coming to William 
Howard's to stay until he obtained a job. He 
was employed by John Taylor for three or 
four years, later coming to live with his bro
ther Arthur. 

In later years he purchased the S.E. 1/4 of 
9-14- 26 from Herman Hill. He farmed with 
horses until the 1940' s, later renting his land, 
and finally selling it to his nephew, George 
Richardson in 1955. 

Willie, or Bill as he was called, had many 
peculiar characteristics. Folks loved to tease 
him, and he trusted very few, therefore kept 
everything wired or locked up. 

Willie always enjoyed a meal away from 
home. He liked gardening and always grew 
a great patch of potatoes. He was very kind 
to his horses and few cattle -- in fact, his 
barn was neater than his house. The manure 
pile grew and grew, and he always said, "A 
person would be a millionaire if he had that 
pile of fertilizer in Ireland." 

In 1950 Willie became ill, and was in and out 
of the hospital many times. He died in Febru
ary 1961 and was buried in Arrow River 
Cemetery. 

MISS ELLA ROBINSON 

Ella Beryl was the youngest of ten children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. James Robinson. They 
lived on the sixth line of Wallace, near List
owel, Ontario. 

She came west to Regina with her parents 
in 1892. They later came to Manitoba where 
they settled in the Arrowton and Carlingvale 
districts, farming in these districts until re
tiring to Crandall. 

Ella taught school at West Two Creeks, 
boarding at the Gordon Turners. In 1908 
she came to Glenlochar School, where she 
taught for four years. During this time she 
lived with her sister, Mrs. Luther Curry 
(Henrietta Robinson). 

At this time her father took ill and she 
retired from teaching to help care for him. 
Mter her father's death in 1915, she continued 
to live with her mother until she passed away 
in 1927. 

In the 1930's she moved to Brandon where 
she has resided since. 

NICHOLAS ROBINSON 

Nicholas Hunter Robinson was the second 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James Robinson. Hewas 
born on the 6th line of Wallace, near Listow
el, Ontario. He attended the local school. 
When a young man he moved with his family 
to Regina, Saskatchewan in 1892, returning to 
Ontario the following year. 

In 1895 he married Miss Zilpha Dixon of 
Beeton, Ontario. They lived andfarmed in that 
district until about 1899 when he and his wife 
returned west, but this time to Manitoba. 

In 1901 Nicholas Robinson and his wife came 
into the Miniota district, working for and 
living with his brother- in-law and sister, Mr. 
and Mrs. Luther Curry, in the Assiniboine 
valley. 

In 1906 he purchased the S.E. 17.13.26 
- one mile west of the Curry home and built 
a two- storey frame house and a stable. He 
replaced the stable in 1916 with a large 
barn. These buildings are still in good re
pair, the farm is now owned by Ivan Armitage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robinson had no family of their 
own, but being a very kindly couple, they wel
corned younger immigrants coming out from 
England at a tender age andlookedafterthem 
as their own family. 

Alex McKean came to Robinson's at a very 
young age and stayed with them until he joined 
the army in 1914. 

Edward Fisher came to Nick Robinson's in 
1906 from the Barnardo home farm located 
at Russell. He lived and worked with the 
Robinsons until he returned to England in 
1936. 

Fred and Beatrice Tyndall came from 
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LJU!,><UlU in 1912 while they were quite young. 
stayed here for a considerable time and 

returned to visit them at every opportunity. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Robinson paid a visit 
to their old home in Ontario in 1916, they 
brought an orphan girl, Edna Spencer, back 
with them. She attended school at Glenlochar 
and Miniota, living with the Robinsons until 
she left to marry in Brandon. She now lives 
in California. 

Mr. Robinson operated a half section of 
land, also kept cattle, hogs, chickens, etc., 
but always seemed to find the time to visit 
with his neighbors and many friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robinson were both interest
ed in church affairs. In 1929 they spent the 
winter in town, living with Rev. Earl Dixon, 
a nephew, after his mother had died. 

Mr. Robinson passed away in 1931 and Mrs. 
Robinson in 1939. 

THE WES. ROBINSON FAMILY 

by Evelyn Robinson 

We moved to Miniota in October, 1947 when 
Janet was four months old. We lived in a suite 
in the old school just vacated by the principal 
Of the school. 

Wes operated the "Robinson Transfer" 
from Miniota, Arrow River, Two Creeks and 
Crandall from October 1947 until March 
1956. 

Diane was born on May 3rd, 1952. 

We operated "Robbie's Highway Lunch" 
for ten months on the corner of Railway 
Avenue and No. 83 Highway from June 
1955 to March 1956. Wes started working 
for Lawsons in April 1956 and we moved to 
Brandon in December of that year. 

During our years in Mlniota we lived in 
four different houses. The school for one 
year, Mrs. Foster's house for six months, 
Don Forsyth's house for four years and the 
old Jolley house for four years. We owned 
this house and sold it to the Miniota Co-op. 

WILLIAM ROSS 

Wm. Ross was born in 1905, and came 
to this country from Scotland in 1924. He 
worked for F. E. Cullen and Len Kinsey. In 
1934, with partner Charles Banning, he rented 
the N.1/2 sec. 17-14-27, and later bought it. 
He farmed this land until his death in 1963. 
He is buried in Miniota cemetery. His farm 
is now owned by Russell Davidson. 

DAVID ROWAN 

David Rowan, the son of John and Mar
garet Rowan, was born in the township of 
Nicol, in the county of Wellington, Ontario 
on Nov. 27, 1859. He left home at an early 
age. He was engaged in brick making during 
the summer months and in the lumber 
camps during the winter. 

In the fall of 1880 he decided to come 
west and take up land for himself. He came 
west with a party to the Beulah district 
After locating and entering for a: home,. 
stead whfch was the S 1/2 3'6-13- 27, part 
of which is now the west half of the town of 
Miniota, he returned to Ontario, where he 
worked in the Michigan lumber camps for 
the winter. 

In April of 1881 he married Sarah Ann 
Eason of Fergus, Ont. Shortly after the 
marriage they left for Manitoba, arriving 
in Portage la Prairie on May 4th. This was 
the end of the C. P. Railway at that time. 
After purchasing equipment and supplies they 
left by ox team and wagon for their home
stead, arriving there, a distance of approx
imately 150 miles, on May 17th. They pitched 
their tent, which was to be their summer 
home, and proceeded to break a few acres 
of land for growing feed and also a small 
garden. 

They had the usual ups and downs of early 
pioneering, neighbors being few and far 
between. Within two years there were six 
families in a radius of eight miles. They 
petitioned to have a post office, as Birtle 
was their nearest point of mailing. The neigh
bors were agreed that the David Rowan home, 
being most central, should be the Parkisimo 
post office. The Post Office became a "Com-
munity Centre," as you might call it, with 
neighbors and friends meeting to exchange 
news and views. Sunday church services 
were also held here in the summer, these 
being the first in the community. 
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A mail stage was operated from Beulah 
to Elkhorn with stops at Parkissimo and Burn
bank. This stage ran bi-weekly. The mail 
came from Elkhorn twice a week. On Tues
day it was sorted at Parkisimo for Arrow 
River. The next mail, Friday, was sorted 
for Arrow River, Lucas, Arrowton and Or
waldo This route was contracted for and driven 
for some years by David Rowan in the winter 
months and by Mr. Paul Bryant in the summer. 

The name of the Post Office was changed 
from Parkisimo to Miniota in 1900 when the 
railway came through. Mr. Rowan remained 
as postmaster until 1918. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Rowan were born eight 
children, two of whom died in infancy. They 
are Florence L., deceased 1954, wife of the 
late Charles Elviss; Mary E., deceased 1918, 
wife of the late Dr. R. K. Chalmers; Ida 
H., wife of the late Geo. E. Colby, present
ly living in Virden; Amy M., wife of the late 
C. M. Grant, livinl$ in SWift. Current, Sask.; 
John Edward (Ted) who married the late 
Jessie Cameron and Winnifred E. living in 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Mr. Rowan served on the MUnicipal Coun
cil and the Miniota School Board. 

Fraternally, Mr. Rowan was a member of 
the Masonic Order and a member of Park i
simo Lodge 76 LO.O.F. Mr. and Mrs. Rowan 
attended the Presbyterian Church and the 
United Church after union. 

Mrs. Rowan died in 1926 and Mr. Rowan 
in 1929. 

J. E. (TED) ROWAN 

J. E. (Ted) Rowan was born at Parkissimo 
P.O., later Miniota, on April 11th, 1889. He 
is the son of the late David and Sarah (Eason) 
Rowan. 

He received his education at the Sarahville 
School. He worked with his father on the farm 
S 1/236-13-27 until 1911 when he moved to 
the Willen district. There he farmed success
fully until 1927. 

In 1924 he married Jessie Cameron, youn
ger daughter of the late John and Robina 
Cameron, of Willen, Man. In the spring of 
1927 they moved back to the farm at Miniota. 
Of this marriage six children were born -
David John, who married Doreen Kerr of 
Hamiota; Robina Ann, R.N., who married 
Lloyd Macklin of Charleswood; Robert Neil. 

who married Lorna Heaman of Harmsworth; 
Ida. Margaret, who married Lloyd Robinson of 
Two Creeks; William Edward, deceased; 
Jessie Cameron, R.N., presently nursing in 
Germany. ' 

Mr. and Mrs. Rowan retired to Miniota in 
1957 and in 1958 Neil Rowan took over the 
farm. Previous to this change more land had 
been added to the farm, making a total of 640 
acres. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rowan attended the United 
Church. 

Mr. Rowan is a member of Parkissimo 
Lodge LO.O.F. 

In 1958 Mrs. Rowan passed away. 

ROBERT NEIL ROWAN 

Robert Neil Rowan, the second son of Ted 
and the late Jessie (Cameron) Rowan, was 
born December 26, 1927. He received his 
education at the Miniota Elementary and 
High Schools, completing his Grade 12 there. 

After leaving school he worked a few years 
in a foundry in Hamilton, Ontario. He then re
turned to assist his father on the farm until 
his retiriement in 1957. In 1958 Neil took 
over the home farm consisting of 640 acres. 
This is a mixed farm with livestock and grain. 

In June, 1961 he married Lorna Jean Hea
man, daughter of the late Gordon Heaman and 
Mrs. Heaman, of the Harmsworth district. 
They have one daughter, Judy Anne, born Oct. 
1962; and one son, Edward Gordon, born May, 
1966. 

Both are attendants of the United Church. 

DAVID JOHN ROW AN 

by Doreen Rowan 

My husband, David J. Rowan was born on 
April 7, 1925, on his father's farm atWillen, 
Manitoba. It is now owned by Russell David
son and is where William Leary now resides. 
His doctor was his uncle, Dr. R. K. Chalmers, 
who in later years Dave drove to his patients 
by horse and cutter. In 1927 the family moved 
to Miniota to the home farm where Neil Rowan 
now resides. 

Dave received his education at Miniota; left 
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school in 1942 to work with his father on the 
farm. He remained here until 1950 when he 
was employed with the Manitoba Dairy and 
Poultry Co-op Creamery at Miniota. He be
came buttermaker in 1951 and held this po
sition until 1957. During the winter of 1955 
Dave attended Dairy School at the University 
of Manitoba in Winnipeg and received his 
Dairy Diploma. He became manager at the 
Miniota plant in 1957 when Harvey Gibbings 
was transferred to Swan River, Manitoba, and 
he remained in this capacity until the cream
ery closed in December 1965. 

In 1961 Dave won top award for the best 
kept creamery surro.undings in. Manit~ba, 
also winning many prlzes at major exhibi
tions across Canada for their excellent but
ter. 

During his stay at Miniota, Dave was active 
in the community, being a member of the 
LO.O.F. Parkissimo Lodge, Number 76 and 
also a Past Grand of this lodge. He was a 
member of Miniota Masonic Lodge, Number 
102. He was the first president of the newly 
formed Chamber of Commerce of Miniota. 

When the creamery closed at Miniota, Dave 
was transferred to Gilbert Plains for four 
months and on May 1, 1965 he was again 
transferred to Glenella as branch manager. 

On July 26, 1951, Dave married Helen 
Doreen Kerr of Pope, Manitoba; only daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. D. P. Kerr. I was born 
on July 26, 1928 on my Dad's farm at Pope. 
I received my education at Crandall and Ham
iota schools. Alter teaching on permit at 
Wynona School, I attended Normal School in 
Winnipeg, and taught three years more at 
Wynona and Miniota. 

On November 8, 1953, our first daughter 
Cindy Lee was born. Phyllls Lori arrived 
August 3, 1955. At the time of their leaving 
Miniota School, Cindy was eleven and had 
completed Grade VI; Lori was nine and had 
completed Grade IV. 

While at Miniota we lived in the house now 
occupied by Wes McKenzie. In 1956we moved 
to the house one half mile north of town. This 
house should have a history all its own because 
it has seen the coming and going of many 
families through the years since it was built. 

On June 28, 1965, Dave and I, Cindy and 
Lori moved to Glenella, Manitoba where we 
now reside. 

WILLIAM B. RO~r {1863-1917 

Will, son of Margaret and John Rowan, 
was born near Georgetown, Halton County, 
Ontario, the fifth in a family of nine children. 
The father died when the youngest was an 
infant. 

Two older brothers had come west to Man
itoba and Will followed in 1882 travelling by 
train to Brandon and by the last stern wheeler 
to come on the Assiniboine to Doyle's Landing. 

He built a log house on his homestead 
S.W. quarter 6-14- 26 W.1. To him 160 
acres seemed more than plenty so he did 
not take a pre-emption on the north-west 
quarter as advised by his brother Dave. 
He used horses to break his land and soon 
bought a fast team of drivers for business 
and pleasure. 

Before 1900 he bought the N.W. quarter 
of 5-14- 26 (originally owned by the Canadian 
Pacific Railway) where he built a frame 
house and barn. He continued farming until 
1909 when he bought and brick veneered a 
house on Louise Avenue in Miniota. He rent
ed his farm land and devoted his time to cattle 
buying, masonry, and concrete bridge work in 
Miniota Municipality, also Elkhorn, McAuley 
and Birtle areas. 

Mrs. Walter Bryant (nee Selwood) told Mrs. 
Frank Rowan that the Rowan boys had worked 
with her father and uncle who were stone 
masons and bricklayers in Georgetown. Her 
grandfather had been brought out to Toronto 
from England to do building in that city. Hence 
Will Rowan had learned his stone masonry 
from the Selwoods. 

She also told her that her uncle had lost 
track of the Rowans after they migrated west. 
But one day Mr. Selwood was perusing a list 
of post offices when he noticed the name -
Parkissimo - Postmaster David Rowan. Won
dering if this could be the same person he 
knew he wrote and received a prompt reply. 
As a result Selwood moved to Parkissimo 
where he farmed and continued to work as 
a stone mason. 

Will Rowan built several stone buildings, 
to mention a few: The Curry house at Spring 
Bank (John Tennant was a helper), the Cart-
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mell barn at Birtle, the Sam Cusack house on 
Louise Avenue which is now the Sparks re
sidence. He also built the stone church at 
Fort Ellice. 

Will was a member of MiniotaPresbyterian 
Church. His lodge work included Orange, 
C.O.F., and I.O.O.F. of which he was a char
ter member and the first treasurer when 
. Parkissimo No. 76 was organized in 1910. 
He served Ol!e term as co'UllCillor and was a 
member of the Miniota Fire Brigade. He took 
a hearty interest in sport, especially curling. 
There were many trophies to prove he had 
been in the finals as far away as Melville, 
Sask. and Winnipeg. 

March 2nd, 1904 Annie Taylor and Will 
Rowan were married. They lived five years 
on the farm and then moved to Miniota. 

Annie was a member of the Presbyterian 
and then the United ChUrch and assisted in 
the work of the ladies' aid. She also belonged 
to the Minlota Rebekah Lodge No. 51. 

After all his years as a cattle buyer it was 
a kick from a cow that caused Will's death. 
His widow was left with four children whom 
she lived to see educated and earning their 
own living. 

John (Jack) obtained his B. Sc. in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Manitoba. 
He married Ora Worden ofYorkton, Sask. and 
with their family, Kenneth and Jacqueline, 
live in Leaside, Toronto where Jack is em
ployed by Ontario Hydro. Edna and Margaret 
taught school for a number of years. Edna 
married Gilbert Curry, of Burrows, Sask. 
They and their four children moved to Min
iota in 1954. Margaret married John A. 
Frazer and they live on their farm near Beu
lah. Frank, his wife Pauline and their three 
children reside at Miniota. 

FRANKLIN JAMES ROWAN 

Franklin James Rowan, younger son of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. B. Rowan was five years old 
when his father was killed. He finished high 
school in Miniota. From the age of twelve 
he earned his spending money by trapping 
in the valley of the Assiniboine. While still 
in school he acquired a motorcycle which he 
traded for a model T - Ford, using this to 
drive a school van. He was out of school 
in time for the depression. 

field days. He curled and played hockey and 
baseball until 1946 when he broke an ankle 
at a Miniota ball game. 

During the thirties Frank constructed a 
number of guitars and a mandolin out of 
packing boxes. The mandolin is still a source 
of delight to the family. other instruments 
he collected were a guitar and the violin 
belonging originally to Arthur Aspinwall . 

He worked on the Hydro line from Miniota 
to Birtle and Decker, setting poles at 30y 
an hOur. He did local trucking of every de
scription starting out with the Model T. 

In 1938 he started farming on the east 
half of 32-13- 26. He worked this for his 
board, using his truck to earn. money to 
buy implements. He put $50. down on his 
first truck ($60. second-hand). In 1947 he 
bought a John Deere self-propelled combine 
with which he did custom harvesting all the 
way from Beulah to Virden, doing 850 acres 
in a season. In 1949 he bought the first 
privately owned cat and dozer in the Mun
icipality. With this machine he cleared roads 
of snow. dug basements, did landscaping, 
helped build dikes during the 1950 floods, 
raised the crossings on the C.N.R. from 
Miniota to Rivers and cleared land for 
himself and others. 

In 1948 he married Pauline Elizabeth 
McArthur of Dauphin, residing at Miniota 
until 1965 when they and their three child
ren, Dallas, Ross and Yvonne moved to the 
farm on the west half of 32-13- 26 which he 
purc;:l}ased from Edna Sararas iI.1.1962. In 
the polio epidemiC of 1953 on August 12th 
Frank was rushed to tbe King George Hos
pital in Winnipeg where for almost a month 
he was fed by a tube through his nose. In 
spite of the effects of this illness Frank 
continued a progressive farming program. 

GILBERT ROWAN 

by son, R. E. Rowan 

In fall of 1880 Gilbert and brother David 
Rowan came from Ontario to Winnipeg. They 
happened to meet a man named Rawlson who 
needed helpers to manage a yoke of oxen to 
bring his store supplies to his store in the 
direction of Beulah. So these two Ontario 
lads gladly accepted the job so they could 
look over the land. 

Frank took an active part in sports. He col-
lected a number of ribbons from Municipal Upon arrival the Rowan brothers got busy 
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to locate suitable homesteads. They liked on the top of the hill, until later a log house 
the location and the view of the Assiniboine was built. 
valley at the present site of Miniota. 

Gilbert Rowan filed on N.E. 1/4 sec. 36-
13- 27. 

David Rowan filed on S.E. 1/4 sec. 36-13-
27. 

For that winter's living they went to the 
bush. In the spring they returned with their 
earnings to Ontario and both brothers got 
married. Gilbert married Charlotte Waldie. 
David married Sarah Easton. 

That spring of 1881 Gilbert, Mr. and Mrs 
David Rowan came back to their new home~ 
steads. They lived in a "make-shift" house 
until a log house was erected. 

There was more than plenty to do that first 
year. 

By the next spring (1882) Mrs. Gilbert 
Rowan, a skilful knitter and dressmaker 
by trade, and her brother-in-law William 
Rowan came by boat to Brandon. There 
they were met by Gilbert Rowan with his 
first ox team. They came to their sod cabin 

Gilbert Rowan 

Their family was five sons: John Charles 
Rowan born May 6, 1883. David Wm. Thomas 
Rowan born Nov. 28, 1884. Gilbert Arthur 
Rowan born Jan. 2, 1886. Robert Edward 
Rowan born July 12, 1888. George Herbert 
Rowan born December 14, 1893. 

To make some money, the three brothers, 
Glb, Dave and W 111 hired out to break land 
with their three yokes of oxen with walking 
plows in Two Creek district. 

Then back they came to their farms. Gil
bert Rowan's was truly a mixed farm -
raising horses, cattle, pigs, sheep and poul
try, and growing Red Fife and Blue Stem 
wheat. Gilbert had started raising sheep be
fore 1900 and had over two hundred sheep 
when the flock was its best. 

How produce was sold then was: Homemade 
butter was packed in pound print~ or into 
crocks. Then the butter and eggs were sold 
to the storekeeper to be traded for the nec
essary groceries which could not be grown 
at home. 

A "Drover" often would come through 
Miniota district buying livestock. After the 
railroad came to Miniota, Gilbert Rowan 
shipped his livestock fit for market to Win
nipeg ·tobe sold. Also that railroad saved 
all those long, long trips hauling grain to 
Birtle or to Elkhorn to sell it. 

Because Gilbert Rowan had five sons to 
help with his farming he was able to hold 
many public offices. He held offices in the 
Macabees, Free Masons, and Oddfellows. 
He served on Church and School boards for 
that locality. Also he was a Police Magis
trate for many, many years. 

About schooling -- Charlie, Tom and Arthur 
attended first the old MiniotaSchool which was 
almost four miles north, on what is now Jack 
Dickie's place. Then Sarahville School 
district with the school house on land be
longing to Dave Rowan and later sold to Alex
ander Hanlin. It was about two miles east. 
Sarahville School was named after old Granny 
Taylor. (a relative of the late John, Tom and 
Mrs. Annie (nee Taylor) Rowan). 

When the new Miniota School was built in 
1907 in the village of Miniota, the old Sarah
ville School was bought and brick veneered 
to be the house of Dr. Chalmers. It is now 
Gilbert Curry's home. 
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Robert E. Rowan started to Saraville School 
at the age of five (in 1903). His first teacher 
was Miss Dayton. Sarahv1lle was only a sum
mer school. That means they had no school 
from Christmas to March or until Easter 
time. So one winter Charlie, Tom, Arthur 
and Bob went to the old Mfnfota school. 
There came a big blizzard one diiY that win
ter. Their teacher, Miss Bessie Paynter, kept 
'the pupils all safe and warm in tlie school 
house. Fathers Jim Sellwood and A. D. Clyde 
each struggled through the storm with a bas
ket of sandwiches for the children. Remem
ber, no telephones then. 

About the sons of Gilbert -- First Charlie 
helped his father farm until 1905, when he 
went to his own homestead near Willen. 
Later he returned to live with his father on 
the land adjoining Miniota on the north, and 
lived there until his father died in 1963. 
Charlie will be remembered as a true friend 
of all the young boys and girls of Miniota 
in those years. 

Second son, Tom, also helped on his fa
ther's farm until he moved to his homestead 
in the spring of 1908. Tom was always known 
as a good farmer and football player. 

Third son, Arthur, stayed on his father's 
homestead as his right hand man. Later 
Arthur retired to Vancouver. 

The fourth son, Robert Edward bought N.W . 
1/4 of sec. 13-14-26 andN.E.1/40f13-14-27 
from his father, and started to farm for him
self in 1913. He farmed there until 1964, 
and is negotiating a sale of his land. He has 
retired to Winnipeg Beach for the summer 
and to Deer Lake for the winter. Robert 
Edward was known to be one of Miniota's 
strong swimmers in his young days. 

The fifth son, George worked on his fa
ther's farm until the end of his teens. From 
there he worked on the C.P.R. until he be
came a conductor. He died in 1965 and his 
wife Laura resides in Brandon. Many will 
remember George as a fast and graceful 
skater. 

ROBERT E. ROW AN'S COMMENTS 

Looking back over my seventy-five years 
that I have lived in the Miniota Municipality 
many changes have I witnessed in all fields 
of endeavour. 

So clearly can I remember the horse power 
threshing machine. Threshing was done by 

driving the horse in a circle. The machine 
was jed by hand, had no self feeder, no 
blower, and no bagger. That was a machine 
to develop a man's muscles as well as the 
horse's. 

Compare that with the present day com
bine! 

Let us turn back the pages of Time; in 
the dairying industry. No shining milking 
machine on the horizon then. 

At first, a pioneer's one cow could be 
tethered out for the first summer, but as the 
herd increased all those cattle had to be 
herded. Why? -- Because the crops were not 
fenced. The cattle needed space and lots of 
pasture. Often the grass on Miniota's sandy 
terrain was poor. Picture a little fellow with 
a stick in his hand and his faithful dog. 
Every herder needed a dog like he needed 
his very soul. Why again? -- There is no 
obedience in a herd of cattle unless bossed 
by the commanding voice and an obedient 
dog. If that old leader "Bossie" got just 
one bite of the growing grain never again 
would that little herder dream in the sun. 
And those bulls were dangerous -- tearing 
up the dust and charging. It was necessary 
that the dog had to be taught to draw blood 
either by hanging onto the bull's nose or to 
his heels until that bull went where he was 
supposed to go. 

Can you see why that young herder shared 
his very best victuals with his dog at noon 
each day? That dog was his best friend, bar 
none. 

Then there were the flies of all kinds and 
mosquitoes to contend with. ThQse cattle would 
suffer from those pests untn a stampede 
would occur. Only that swiftfooteddogfollow
ing that young" tacker's" commands would 
ever get the herd rounded up into shape again. 

Grand was the day that fences were built 
and herd laws were enforced; little boys could 
attend school regularly instead of being 
herders. 

Then for the girls' benefit, let us look 
in-doors. There were no cream separators in 
those early days. The cream had to be skim
med off all those flat milk pans which were 
left all day in the cool cellar to let the cream 
rise to the top. All the cream was churned at 
home. Lucky was the boy who had a sister. 
Often I was the chosen lad. 

When Cousin Ted and I were little fellows, 
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we used to walk a mile and a half down beside 
the Assiniboine River to see and ride the 
Ferry across the As ',iniboine. The Ferrywas 
run by a dear old friend, old Paul Bryant. 
That was before the west river bridge was 
built. That was before Father donated landfor 
the Miniota cemetery at the top of that 
old straight steep road leading down towhere 
the west bridge was built. 

Our early Church services were very often 
held at Mrs. David Rowan's and later in 
Sarahville School by Presbyterian Ministers. 

From the early 1890' s we had Christmas 
concerts in the schools on a slightly elevated 
platform, also with a decorated Christmas 
tree. 

We boys of those early days had plenty 
of exercise and fun besides those long 
hours of work. There were always games 
and raCing at the local Sport Days. The 
"High Light" of those was the Horse Races. 
Can you imagine all the work the boys did 
to deck and train their horses for those 
races, or to drive the girl friend home in 
his newly acquired top buggy? 

The next generation will have to admit that 
from 1880' s to the present time, we oldsters 
did see many rapid changes and new inventions 
appear suddenly in our short life span. 

"Keep up the good work," I say to the 
present and future generations of Miniota 

"You can do it. You are a chip of the old 
block. What we could do, I am certain you 
will be able to do better." 

Y our old Miniota friend and neighbor, 
Bob, (Robert E. Rowan) 

JOHN ROBERT ROWAN SR. 

by R. E. Rowan 

Another pioneer brother was John Robert 
Rowan (Bob Sr.). In 1893 he came from 
Ontario to Miniota district because he had 
three older brothers, Gib, Dave, and Will 
homesteading there. 

He worked for Cowley Webster near Two 
Creeks and a few others, before he located 
a homestead. 

Then he took up homestead rights on N.E. 
1/4 of sec. 30-13-17. 

On April 5, 1899 John Robert Rowan Sr. 
married Elizabeth Logan, a weaver by trade, 
from Dundee, Scotland. 

At that time their sole possessions were 
a team of horses, a COW, a few chickens, 
and a few faim implements, plus a small 
cabin on a new homestead with only a few 
acres broken. Elizabeth, the city Scottish 
bride, had to learn everything froQ1.teth&ring 
a 'cow on a chain and coaxing that same cow 
with a lump of salt so she could catch the 
cow to milk her. Also to live all alone on 
a deserted little farm while her husband 
sought extra work between seeding time 
and harvest. One challenging occupation was 
digging by hand, deep wells for his pioneer 
neighbors. A farm had to have a good water 
supply or many a good neighbor would leave 
the land. 

The custom was then, that the older pioneers 
went to visit the new neighbor and took along 
a present to help him make a start. The pre
sent might have been a pair of small pigs, 
seed potatoes, a hen and Chickens, or an offer 
to help in the formof a "bee." The women's 
"bees" were usually to make a quilt or so for 
the new neighbors. The men were not slow 
in offering their help to put up buildings, to 
saw wood, and at butchering time in the fall 
of the year. 

That corner was sparsely populated and 
most of the new comers were bachelors and 
remained bachelors. 

On June 16, 1900 J. T. Jonathan Rowanwas 
born. The nearest doctorwasDoctorGoodwin 
from Elkhorn. In those days doctors "bee
lined" across the open prairie, avoiding the 
deepest sloughs, to attend to their far and 
scattered patients. 

In the same year the rural school of Wy
nona was built and Mrs. Rowan was asked to 
board the school teacher. She refused be
cause it was inconvenient for a teacher. 

Because J. Robert Rowan's homestead was 
very low and often flooded in the spring, 
in the summer of 1905 Mr. and Mrs. John 
Robert Rowan and only son moved to a new 
farm of virgin soil, West 1/2 of sec. 31-13-27. 

On this new farm J. Robert Rowan had some 
very good crops and raised many cattle. 
Their two daughters Geneva and Jessie were 
born on that farm. By that time, Dr. Chal
mers was the doctor in Miniota and he too 
drove a speedy team of "drivers" to get to 
his patients on time. 
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From this farm the three Rowan children 
walked to Wynona School (2 1/2 miles) and 
later drove themselves (8 miles) to Miniota 
High School. (It was the beginning of Miniota 
Municipal Schools). 

In 1915 J. Robert Rowan had the misfortune 
not to be able to get his grain threshed. He 
threshed the remaining grain stackes inJune 
1916 and later 1916's crop in the fall. That 
December he was able to take his first trip 
and went with his brothers Gib and W11l to 
see Grandmother Rowan for the last time. 

In the spring of 1922 the Assiniboineflood
ed its banks and took out the west bridge 
just minutes after Geneva Rowan forced her 
horses westward over the flooded bridge. 
Just days later Mrs. J. Robert Rowan died. 
There were the two half orphan Rowan girls, 
had no school at Wynona, had no road across 
the valley, had no west bridge over the river, 
then compelled to go in a boat over flooded 
fields to the Miniota south bridge to get to 
Miniota school. 

Many were the difficulties of J. Robert 
Rowan's pioneer farming - spring flooding, 
constant threats of prairie fires, and so 
many hail storms. Also because J. Robert 
Rowan's land was on the outside row of 
sections of the municipality, neither Archie 

nor Miniota Municipalities would ever agree 
to build a road - - another handicap. So the 
Rowan children had to ride horseback to 
school in the spring time. 

In the "hungry 30' s" after all those years 
of hard manual labor on the West 1/2 of sec. 
31-13-27, after that particularly dry summer 
and a hail storm which finished what was left 
of the hay and grain crop, JohnRobertRowan 
was forced to leave his farm on October 12, 
with only a wagon load of his possessions to 
find winter fodder for a few horses. He would 
not let himself accept municipal relief. He 
regretted having to leave his old friends and 
neighbors. 

He died at the age of 80 and was buried in 
the same cemetery as his wife Elizabeth near 
McAuley. 

"THE RUSSELL'S" 

by David Russell 

It happened on March 13, 1907 that we left 
Birkenhead near Liverpool for Canada. Dad, 
Henry Russell, was born in Frampton Cot
terell, New Bristol and Mother, the former 
Ellen David was born in Lhantricient, South 

The Russells-Dave's Ten-horse Team. 
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Wales. Of the five children, Florence and 
James were born in Cardiff; David in Llan
daff; and Alfred and Evelyn in Penarth, all 
in South Wales. Dad was a station master 
for eleven years at Lower Penarth before 
coming to Canada. His boyhood days were 
spent on the farms of Wales. 

Our early remembrances were of walking 
one mile to Victoria School, where the 450 
boys and 450 girls were separated in the 
classroom and the playground and 450 younger 
children in another school. 

Sunday was a busy day; prayer meeting at 
10 a.m., church at 11 A.M., Sunday school at 
2 p.m., church again at 7 P.M. and prayer 
meeting at 8 P.M. one mile from home. 
Sometimes after this Dad would take us to 
a service among old farm folk, many who 
could not go to church. 

"Band of Hope" temperance meetings for 
younger people were held Tuesday nights and 
prayer meetings on Thursday nights which 
we attended regularly. My job on Friday 
nights was to pump the bellows of the large 
pipe-organ in the church where the lady or
ganist practised the hymns for the following 
Sunday. At this church, the Calvinistic Meth
odist Church of Wales, the minister had a 
lifetime job. 

We talked of emigrating to Canada some 
years before the event. The liner that car
ried us across the Atlantic was the "Lake 
Manitoba." It struck several icebergs on 
the voyage. The boat was given up for lost 
as the voyage took fourteen days. We ar
rived in Winnipeg on April 1, 1907. At this 
time Main Street and Portage Avenue were 
paved with wooden blocks. On April 3 we 
arrived in Virden and made our home at the 
Emigration Hall for three days. Our planned 
destination was Edmonton but instead we went 
to Two Creeks where Dad worked for Robert 
TurnbUll Sr. for a year to gain experience 
in Canadian farming. His wages for the 
year were $360. He had to walk one-half 
mile to work and board all of us. 

Miniota was always our home town. A new 
John Deere 16" walking plow was bought 
for $16.50, a new sleigh for $24.00 and a new 
binder for $150.00. The first binder was a 
6 it. Massey Harris, a secondhand one two 
years old for $60.00. It was drawn by three 
horses. 

In 1909 Dad bought a new Galoway fur coat 
for $25. and for Mother a melton cloth, fully 
muskrat lined with a sable collar for $40.00 

from the Arthur Ross store. Overalls were 
85y a pair and Carharts brass buttons and 
bibs were $1.20 a pair. 

Our market days were on Saturday. Dad 
would take a horse off the 15 shoe drill or 
other implement so Mother could drive the 
eight miles with horse and buggy to shop. 
Shopping was shared between the Hodnett and 
Ross stores. Eggs were 12y a dozen and 
butter in 20 lb. tubs or 1 lb. prints sold for 
15y a lb. We would lay in a supply of pro
visions in the fall; 10 bags of flour @ $3.20, 
100 lb. barrel of salt for $3.10. Apples were 
$4.50 per barrel of 140 lbs.; 80 lbs. of rolled 
oats @ $2.40. Evaporated peaches, pears and 
prunes were a staple desert. 

The first team of horses Dad bought 
were 14 years old. He paid $360.00 for them. 
Younger horses cost $200.00 each. Five cows 
with a ton of frozen wheat chop were $40.00 
each. They were picked from a 16 cow herd. 
Frozen wheat and good feed oats were both 
25y a bushel in the spring of 1908. 

The money to buy binder twine was earned 
by working an eight hour day for $3.20. We 
had to do two days of statute labor first per 
1/4 section of land. This was usually a two 
horse slush scraper. Threshing wages were 
$1.25 per ll-hour day. Good single men were 
hired for all summer with room and board 
for $18.00 a month. 

D. RUSSEL 

When I was eleven years old I walked 1/2 
mile to work twice a day as they did not give 
board and room. I drove two horses on three 
sections of harrows ten hours a day. I 
started in a 100 acre field and harrowed it 
twice in two weeks. A lot of walking for 75y 
a day. After this I was paid $1.00 a week on 
the W. B. Proctor farm for the balance of 
the summer of 1907. 

We used red coal oil for our lamps and 
lanterns @25y a gallon. I have seen it frozen 
in a slush at -60 degrees. Our home was a log 
house built by Blakeman Bros. in 1883. J. E. 
Blakeman who became Senior Seed Ins;'}Sctor 
for Dominion Seeds Branch of Winnipeg was 
born here. The temperature of the colder 
days would be down to 2 degrees in the 
kitchen at 8 A.M. Dad's moustache would 
often freeze to the bed covers. 

My first years of threshing was the fall 
of 1908. Wages were $1.00 per day. I drove 
the 60 bus. grain wagon to the granarywhere 
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the grain was elevated into the granary by a 
horse driven tumble rod driving the elevator 
which would move it as fast as the grain 
could run out of a 10 inch hole in the floor of 
the wagon. 

One afternoon 2000 bushels of oats were 
threshed with a 32 inch separator driven 
by a 18 h.p. portable steam engine. An extra 
team and grain wagon was required that 
afternoon. The fall of 1907 was the last 
year of the straw stacker, where straw from 
the separator was elevated to the straw pile 
and a hard working man forked it away. 
When it got too high a 60 ft. bucking rope 
was put around the pile and it was pulled 
over by a team of horses. The Farmer's 
Friend wind stacker came in 1908. It was 
nice to see the burning straw piles. 

The first time lunches were introduced for 
the threshers in the afternoon was in 1908. 
A lighted straw pile near the outfit gave light 
to thresh after dark to finish afield; then one 
of the bosses walked ahead with a stable 
lantern to light the roadway for the outfit. 

In crossing the valley south of Miniota, 
the ladies, when they first came out, were 
often afraid of meeting a car. Mother and 
her sister did meet a car coming up Caldwell's 
hill, owned and driven by Dr. R. K. Chalmers. 
The good doctor later said the ladies were 
more scared than the horse pulling the buggy. 

I was prominent in exhibiting poultry for 
many years, having shown successfully at 
Brandon, Winnipeg and Kenora. In 1924 I 
was appointed to the Poultry Culling staff 
and as a judge with the Extension Service; 
later inspector of dressed poultry with the 
Federal Dept. of Agriculture for 16 years. 
I was president of the Turkey Breeders of 
Manitoba and senior turkey inspector for the 
Provo Dept. of Agriculture. 

It was on this work that !first met my wife
to-be, Hellen Paterson, whose parents farmed 
one-half mile south of Kelloe, Man. We were 
married in December 1933. James, our only 
child, was born in 1936 in the old log house 
north of Two Creeks and now lives in Miniota. 

It is perhaps a record that I judged contin
uously at Oak Lake Fair for 41 years. 

We sold our farm in the spring of 1959, to 
live in what we always thought of as "a 
friendly town," Miniota. Eighteen months 
before this we bought the home of the for
mer manager of the Co-op Creamery at Min
iota. 

In 1960 Mrs. J. F. Tennant offered to sell 
us the insurance business owned by her late 
husband, now under the name of "Russell 
Agencies." 

In fraternal activities David Russell joined 
Parkissimo Lodge No. 76 at Miniota in 1941 
and worked through all the chairs including 
District Deputy Grand Master in 1952-53 over 
Miniota, Hamiota, Decker and Oak River. 
This was when Bros. Chris Ellerington Sr., 
William Prentice, Gib Rowan, Harvey Gib
bins, W m. Barrett Sr. and Dr. R. K. Chalmers 
were very active in the lodge. I was also 
Sec.-Treas. of the Miniota Branch of the Red 
Cross Society since residing in Miniota. 

Well I remember the Sports Days and also 
the annual summer fairs which were the best 
in the province for towns this size. They 
were held in the old wooden curling rink east 
of the village, which later blew down. Dr. R. 
K. Chalmers was president. I showed and 
judged there too. 

The valley roads before gravelling was done 
were so heavy after a rain we would have to 
walk up the hill and keep resting the horses. 
An inch buggy tire would be four inches wide 
with mUd. Now it appears safer riding in a 
car at 65 m.p.h. than high up in a buggy with 
no top at 8 m.p.h. 

It really was a mark of pride to own a new 
top Buggy that cost $81.00. Our new 22x36-
inch Case separator thresher cost $1156.00 
bought from P. C. Watts in 1928. In 1953 
we started to sell our twelve horses and 
bought the 3 plow tractor, plow and cultiva
tor, also from P. C. Watts of Miniota. 

When one looks back over the years, the 
mothers, wives and daughters were the real 
pioneers of those days. Truly times have 
changed! 

The good Dr. Chalmers pulled teeth for 25~ 
each or 50~ each if cocaine was used. Now 
$4.00 each is the rule in 1965. 

Those were the days when we went into 
the hardware store and asked Mrs. Jim 
Henderson and Joe Horner for a box of 25 
Eley Black Powder shells for 45 or 5QY a 
box, and you waited for the smoke to clear 
away to see what you had shot. Yes, another 
milestone! 
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KEITH RUTLEDGE 

Keith Rutledge was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stewart Rutledge of Wawanesa, his 
mother being the former Edith Wiggins of 
Arrow River .. He has a sister, Irene. Mrs. 
Rutledge died in Wawanesa in 1919. 

Following their mother's death, Keith and 
Irene went to their Grandpa and Grandma 
Wiggins. Keith was only eight days old at 
the time. Finally, their dad said he would 
like Irene to stay with him and his parents. 

Keith went to school in Arrow River. Dur
ing the war he was in the Air Force. He was 
stationed in Brandon and then down east. He 
was nineteen at the time. While he was at 
home, Keith looked after the rink and worked 
around Arrow River, for his Uncle John and 
for Jock Shoemaker. 

In 1946, he went to Vancouver. He is now 
senior engineer at the Okanagan Helicopter. 
In 1965, he made the firsttrip in the Sikorsky 
helicopter to England, to work for Shell 011 
at the North Sea. 

Keith married Margaret Fane, in Richmond 
in 1956 and resides there now. 

JOHN SANDELL 

by Mrs. M. Mckean 

Mr. Sandell was born in Driffield, Glouce
stshire, England. He was from a family of 
14 and came to Canada March. 1911, with 
three of his Nottgrove chums, E. W. Bowles, 
C. Banning, and J. W. Williams, the latter 
was killed in action 1914-18 war. Jack started 
work with Mr. Wm. Lindsay. Later he start
ed farming on his own, but success didn't 
attend the venture. For quite a number of 
years Jack had been a handy man around 
the village. He was an honest' and kindly 
man which won him many friends. He died 
in Brandon hospital, Tuesday, July 2, 1946 
at the age of 68 and was laid to rest in 
Miniota cemetery. 

ROBERT FISHER SANG 

Riel Rebellion :md told of putting shoes on 
the soldiers's horses. 

In 1890 he . wed to Rapid City, from there 
he moved to _amiota, Beulah and about 1900 
came to Miniota. 

Here he ran the blacksmith shop and was 
district agent for Cockshutt plows and Mc
Laughlin buggies. He was an ardent bird 
hunter and fisherman. He was prominent in 
Masonic circles and a great curler in winter. 

In 1909 he moved to Lethbridge, Alberta. 

ISAAC SARARAS 

by Edna Sararas 

Isaac Sararas was born in a farm home at 
Fordwich, Ontario June 2, 1871, where he 
spent his early childhood. In 1885 he came to 
Manitoba with his father and mother - Wendel 
and Leah Sararas - and brothersEli l Joseph, 
Nathanael, Simon, Noah and David and sisters 
Rachel and Esther. His sister Isabell re main
ed in the east. They settled in the Two Creeks 
district where some of the family remained 
for years. To work on the railway was Dad's 
ambition but there were no vacancies when 
he was ready to start out on his own. Instead 
he took up farming on the SW 6-13-26 in 
the Arrow RIver district. 

On March 31, 1897 he and Catherine Craig, 
daughter of John :md Mary Craig, were ma:t
ried at the home of her sister, Mary - Mr. 
and Mrs. John Antcl1ffe. There were no 
honeymoons in those days so it was back to 
the farm through drifts and drifts of snow. 
Some good neighbor had been to the farm 
before they arrived and left a cosy fire and 
a welcome appearance. They carrIed on far m
ing there for three years till Eli and Isaac 
switched farms; Eli to Arrow River and Isaac 
to the south half of 28-12- 26 in the Two 
Creeks district. There was a log house on 
the farm which was soon replaced with a 
frame house. Grain farming was carried on 
among the many stones which was very hard 
on the implements and the nerves. The sum
mers were spent in growing grain; the win
ters in hauling it to Virden - a distance of 
fifteen miles. This was an all day job, leav
ing early in the morning and returning home 
late at night to prepare for another day. 

Robert Fisher Sang was born in Port Elgin, Mother did not enjoy the best of health so 
Bruce County, Ontario. He served an appren- they decided to move again; this time to 
tice as a blacksmith and came west to Fort Miniota. On March 31, 1909, their twelfth 
Garrv early in 1880. He often spoke of the wedding anniversary, the move was made to 
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the farm of S. D. Taylor - Mether's bro
ther-in-law. They remained there for anum
ber of years. Later they bought what was 
known as the "J ohnson quarter" across the 
road. When Jas. Stewart wanted to sell his 
quarter the town was situated on and move 
to Beulah, this land was added to the farm. 

On Christmas Day 1901 a little red-headed 
girl arrived and was called Edna May. It 
was not long before she and Rover, the faithful 
old dog, roamed the prairies picking wild 
flowers and digging holes everywhere. Soon 
it was time for Edna to pack her lunch and 
away to Ross school, a mile north of home 
(the school was later moved to the present 
site). Her first taste of school days was with 
Miss Clyde as teacher. After moving to 
Miniota in 1909 she furthered her education. 

Farming was carried on with horses at this 
time and well-kept horses were Dad's pride 
and joy. Quality and not quantity was his ob
jective. He did not take an active part in 
community life but was always ready and 
willing to give a helping hand wherever he 
could. When the local fairs were held in 
earlier years, you would always find Dad 
doing his bit. 

Our first car was a Ford bought from 
Hunter Brothers in 1914 and we had many 
happy memories and experiences with" Liz
zie," the open-air Ford. It was after our 
trip to Ontario in 1925 that we realized there 
was more comfort in a car that had windows 
you can roll up and down. Since Mother did 
not drive the car I would take her to the 
meetings at the Church or to W.1. meetings. 
It meant we both took part in community work 
and I feel this was the beginning of my desire 
to belong to different organizations. 

In January of 1925 I went as relief opera
tor in the telephone office, a position I held 
for over three years. In 1928 I went on per
manent staff when Mr. H. Salter left for the 
Old Country. I was there till 1942 when I 
came home to be with Mother who was in 
failing health. The farm was rented to Dave 
Gilchrist in 1934 when Mother and Dad moved 
to Virden, but there were many Miniota roots 
left behind after living in a community for 
twenty-five years. They enjoyed their retir
ing years with old and new friends and it 
was a shock when Dad passed away suddenly 
in Brandon General Hospital April 30th, 
1942. Mother had been in failing health for 
some time and after being a complete invalid 
for six years, she passed away November 
22nd, 1949. 

GEORGE ALEXANDER SARARAS 

I was born at Two Creeks, Manitoba, April 
18, 1901, and have two brothers and four 
sisters. My father, Joseph Sararas, mar
ried Margaret Mackay. He came west from 
Kitchener, Ontario, in 1888 and homesteaded 
on 22-12- 26, thirteen miles north of where 
Virden is now situated. He walked from 
Brandon to Birtle to file on this homestead. 
A short time later, Joseph Sararas' father 
and grandfather came to the Two Creeks 
area also. 

In 1933, I married Helen Campbell Grant 
of Two Creeks. In July, 1937, our first son 
was born but did not live. In 1938, we moved 
to Arrow River where I worked on the John 
Wiggins farm. Later, I worked for F. A. 
Shoemaker. In the spring of '42 I rented the 
farm of John Fleming and in 1945 we moved 
to the John Craig farm, later buying it. 

Our son, Garth Alexander, was born Feb
ruary 1943. He received most of his educa
tion at Arrow River school. attended teacher's 
college in Brandon, and his first year in 
Arts. Then he taught at Birtle elementary 
and high schools, and is presently attending 
University of Manitoba. 

Garth has played ball since he was 12 and 
was on the team that won the Canadian 
Pony League championships in 1958, under 
the coaching of Charles Lee of Crandall, 
and Bruce Kn!e:ht of Decker. These Pony 
League players were awarded a trip to U.S .A. 

I was a United Church steward for 12 years 
~d II trustee on the Miniota Municipal school 
board for six years. I joined the 1.O.p.F . lodge 
in 1940 and have passed through the chairs 
to Noble Grand. 

In 1962 we sold the farm to Wilfrid Lelond 
and bought a house in Miniota, where we now 
live. 

MR. & MRS. A. (BERT) SCHOFIELD 

A. Schoefield (Bert), and his two brothers, 
Will and Ted, came from London, England 
to Manitoba toward the end of the 19th cen
tury. Sometime after arriving Ted took ill 
with typhoid fever and died. The parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Schofield then decided to 
sail from England to be with their two re
maining sons in Manitoba. 

- 443-



Bert Schofield told of one time, soon after 
reaching Manitoba that he was treking across 
country near Miniota when night came on and 
he sought shelter. He came to a building and 
knocking on the door he was greeted by an 
Indian. The Indian took him up a ladder to 
a loft, and gave him a blanket. He rolled up 
in the blanket on the floor and fell sound 
asleep. In the morning when he wakened ea
ger to be on his way, he looked about the loft 
and to his amazement the floor was covered 
with sleeping Indians, each rolled in a blanket. 

Bert Schofield settled in Miniota and work
ed in the store owned by Mr. Ross and later 
he worked in the dry goods dept. ofthe Hodnett 
Store. 

Dad Bert Schoefield, met mother, (Ethel 
Sunley) of Blaris at a summer wedding of 
one of mother's girl friends. Dad invited 
mother to go for a walk with him that day. 
After the reception when the bride and 
groom were leaving, the bride whispered to 
mother, "Ethel, meet at a wedding itwillend 
in a wedding': And it did. They were mar
ried at the home of mother's parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Sunley of Blaris on January 
30th, 1907. Dad took his new bride to his 
home in Miniota on Louise Avenue, now 
owned by Mrs. Stowe. 

Dad was very active in the Methodist Church 
and also was Sunday School superintendent 
for some time. Mother sang alto in the choir. 

Dad played the clarinet in the Miniota band 
of which Mr. Berstein was the conductor. 
Among those in the band were, Mr. Evans 
who played the trombone, Mr. Aspinwall the 
piccolo, George Colby a baritone horn, David 
Hunter a slide trombone. George Cornish, the 
lumberman played the snare drum, JoeSpen
cer, the butcher played the bass drum. Charlie 
Evans played the E-flat bass and Alec Evans 
played a slide trombone. Joe Horner played 
first coronet part and Clare Cornish a circle 
alto horn. 

My grandfather, Thomas Schofield had suf
fered a brief illness and died at 50 years of 
age. He was buried in the Arrow Riverceme
tery in 1905. My father then built a cottage 
for grandma next to his home. Grandma, (Mrs. 
Schofield), then 50 years of age took upnurs
jng and for many years nursed the sick in 
Miniota and surrounding community. She 
nursed almost around the clock, taking care of 
influenza patients during the severe out
break of 1918-19. Duringthoseyearsofnurs
ing she helped bring many babies into the 
world, including her own four grandchildren. 

Grandma SchofIeld died in September, 1931 
at 83 years of age and was buried in the fa
mily plot in the Arrow River cemetery. 

In the spring of 1928, Bert and Ethel 
Schofield and family: Hazel, Mrs. Bathe, 
now of Vancouver, Leroy, deceased in 1948; 
Kenneth, now in California, and Verna, Mrs. 
George Clarke of Hamiota, Man., moved to 
Decker, Man. where Bert went into business 
for himself. He passed away in March 1951 
in Saskatoon. His wife, Ethel passed away in 
Hamiota in Sept. 1960. They are both buried 
in the Arrow River cemetery. 

ELSIE (MCKENZIE) SCOW 

I am the youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald McKenzie. I was three years of age 
when Mother died. I remember someone pick
ing me up to look into the coffin at Mother. 
I wondered why she was lying there. I never 
forgot it. Someone told me she was up in the 
sky. I would sit outside in the evenings look
ing up into the sky wondering how she could 
be there. She always seemed so close to me, 
although no one talked to me about her. Mr. 
James Elliott one time told me my Mother 
was quite pretty and had the most beautiful 
auburn hair he had ever seen. It was so heavy 
and long, she could sit on it. I always thought 
it was very kind of him to tell me. 

The Elliott family was ~ttled here before 
Dad came. Mr. and Mrs. Elliott were always 
thought of very highly. When my Mother was 
very ill, for a long time after arriving, Mrs. 
Elliott was very kind to her. She would bring 
her nice things to eat, and sometimes bring 
her a warm blanket or soft pillow, anything 
to make her comfortable. Mrs. Elliott was 
the first Sunday school teacher that I could 
remember. She was always so kind to us. 
When I was older I remember three trees 
below the house, one was much higher than 
the rest. I would always say to myself that 
the tallest one was Mrs. Elliott, because she 
was so much above everyone else, in kind
ness and..goodness. 

In 1884, the settlers built a school. Dad let 
them build it on the front of his homestead, and 
my brothers passing away a few days after 
arriving, he gave ground for a small ceme
tery. There was a playground and shed for the 
horses beside the school. When the school was 
not needed any more, it was understood the 
property fell back to the estate. It was his 
intention to keep the school house in good re
pair and have it as a landmark. After about 
twenty years, they decided to build a school 
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in Arrow River. In the meantime, the C.P .R. 
ran through Dad's homestead, from east to 
west. They evidently thought they required a 
larger school, so closed up the old one and 
built another in Arrow River. Two or three 
neighbors wanted the school house sold and 
moved. Dad forbade it. He had moved to 
Rapid City. The school was sold against his 
wishes. The same neighbors wanted to en
large the cemetery by taking in the school 
grounds, which they managed to do. The 
family did not want a cemetery across the 
front of the farm. No one does. The small 
one was more of a private cemetery on ac
count of the need of our own family. 

Miss Marion Elliott was a teacher in Ont
ario, and was the first to teach in the Arrow 
River school. Her sister, Maggie, was the 
last to teach in it. So one Elliott opened the 
school and another closed it. 

The school was used for country side 
meetings and for church. The Presbyterians 
'held morning service and Sunday school. 
The Methodists had afternoon service. When 
the English had service, they held theirs in 
the evening. There were not many English 
church members. The Presbyterian and Me
thodist services were well attended. The 
Lynch family were Methodists, but were 
gracious enough to attend the Presbyterian 
church service always and taught some 
classes. Mr. Lynch was superintendent ofthe 
Sunday school and led the singing. He was 
greatly appreCiated and respected. 

well filled for every concert at Christmas 
time. 

We always had a Christmas tree. One time 
Dad brought the tree from the mountains, a 
nice tall one, when he was hauling the tim
bers. When we had a man teaching, Miss 
Annie or Ida Lynch would always come and 
teach the school children their parts. The 
presents were always hung on the tree and 
the tree was beautiful. When we sawall 
the pretty dolls, we wondered who would get 
them. One time there were two boxes on 
the tree, containing quite long furs soft as 
a lambs tail, which were wrapped around 
the neck and tied with a beautiful blue rib
bon. We wondered who would get them and it 
turned out to be Elsie and Nellie Lelond who 
were lucky. That year they also got nice 
blue velvet tamoshanters. Everybody got 
something. Our teachers always gave us a 
good book and a bag of candies and nuts. 
I do not think we were thoughtful or kind 
enough to give them something. We had 
nice teachers. I think everyone in the neigh
borhood turned out to the Christmas enter
tainment. It was usually on Christmas Eve. 
Almost everyone had a new dress for the 
occasion. Olive and Irene Fleming and Norma 
Evans always had something much prettier 
than the rest of us. 

In 1901 Dad built his barn. He had hauled 
the big and small timbers from the Riding 
mountains. In his spare time for sometime 
before the building, he would take his chalk
line and go out and square his logs for his 
barn. It was a big undertaking, but those old 
timers were not afraid of work. They seemed 
to thrive on it and they prospered. Timber 
by timber was squared and rolled to one side 
until it was time to get Mr. Jim Murray to 
come. He and my brother, Alex, started 
notching the timbers for the braces and 
boring holes for the pegs. Mr. Murray sup
plied the know how and Alex supplied the 
brain, know-how and work. They were from 
early spring until September, I think, pre
paring. When ready for the raiSing, people 
had to be invited. Arthur Ross and Bobby 
Irwin were Sunday visitors at our home. 
They volunteered to drive for days to invite 
all men and their wives for miles around. 
Bobby Irwin used to take orders for tea 
around the country. He knew the country 
and the people and probably sold a lot of tea 
in these travels. Tea was three pounds for 
$1.00. We were one of Bobby's best cus
tomers, as we used a lot of tea. 

The Lynch family were quite gifted. They 
all sang and led the singing. Ida had a beau
tiful voice. Her voice was like velvet, no 
matter how high or low, the notes were soft 
and sweet. I admired her with all a little 
girl's wonder and admiration, and I still 
think I never heard a voice so lovely. It 
seems too bad we never voiced our admira
tion to those we held in such high regard. 
She passed on, never knOWing how many 
loved to hear her sing, nor how much she 
was loved. The same with Mrs. Elliott, and 
Mrs. Lynch. She was a dear lady in my esti
mation. The Lynch family were the life line 
of Arrow River. They arranged so many nice 
concerts during the winter months. We had 
a lot of talent around the neighborhood, when 
some one gathered them in and practised. I 
do not remember all of them, but they all 
did their bit, in different ways, Walker AI
lonby, Harry Dowell, Matt Willson, Dave 
Winters, the Knott boys, Patsy Watters, 
J. V. Ray, and many more. It made things 
pleasant for so many who were not capable of We women folks were busy for days, cook-
taking part. The school house was always ing. Finally, the great day arrived. People 

- 445-



coming early and there was plenty 
for them to do. They had to carry those big 
timbers over and lay them in place, to put 
them together in proper order. When epough 
men had arrived, two of themwerepickedfor 
captains. John Clark was one and James 
Elliott or Dave Hill was the other. They took 
turns in picking, until all were chosen. Due to 
Mr. Murray's good work and management, 
it all went together like clock-work, with not 
one mistake. Everything was perfect. Every 
man seemed to know his place and just what 
to do. There was no confusion. It was the 
sam9 in the house. We had plenty of food and 
plenty of help. I have no idea how many peo
ple were there. The school children were 
given a half holiday and they were all on 
hand. All had an enjoyable day. Dinner and 
supper over, and the raising completed, a 
great many stayed for the dance and danced 
until nearly morning. 

Next thing was to shingle the barn, when 
Mr. John Haney got around to it. The wea
ther was very cold and it was cold on the top 
of the barn. We warmed the nails to keep the 
men's hands from freezing. They got the barn 
all closed in for the winter, and we were all 
happy and proud of the nice barn and farm. 
We all thought our farm was beautiful and it 
had a lovely setting. Most farms looked as 
if the house and barn were in no particular 
spot, but ours was. Driving through between 
the hills, it had a setting as pretty as a valley 
farm. It was attractive all the year round, 
when ploughed in the spring, when it was 
green in the summer and when the fields 
were waving gold in the autumn. When the 
grain was cut and stooked and then built into 
stacks it was still lovely . Dad and Alex could 
build fine stacks, not many people COUld. It 
looked like the land of plenty. 

The first few years, Dad had a horse pow
er outfit, with about six teams of horses. 
Will drove the horses and, at times, it was 
a dreadfully cold job standing there in the wind 
and cold, jumping up and down at times to 
keep the circulation in his cold feet. It took 
a lot of men to thresh those big stacks, so 
many pitchers, so many hauling the grain 
away and two men cutting bands, usually 
boys, and someone in the granary shovel
ling back the wheat. When I was old enough 
that somebody was often me. I met a man in 
Vancouver years after. He asked me if I 
knew where he saw me the first time. It was 
in the granary shovelling the wheat back. No 
matter how many men Dad had, it seemed he 
always needed me. When times got better, 
Dad bought an engine. By that time Tom was 
old enough to run it. I remember they were 

still short of men, so I was put to firing the 
engine. They did not tell or show me how. 
I nearly shut everything down by feeding too 
heavy, then they explained how to fire light
ly. They threshed the straw on the big out
side shed, where we kept the cattle that we 
did not have room for inside the barn. 

We got factory cotton and made new ticks 
for the beds. We filled them full of new, 
clean straw to make beds for the threshers, 
whom we often had for a week and, if it 
rained, longer. We emptied our old ticks 
and filled them with nice clean straw. There 
were very few mattresses in those times. 
The old folks had a feather tick on their beds. 
We kids just had straw. We all seemed 
happy and contented with what we had. 

Dad was the first man to introduce the 
Hereford cattle in our neighborhood. They 
were quite a sensation, especially for the 
children. They could not understand our 
cattle having nice, white faces. They were 
a pretty sight coming down the big hill in 
front of our farm, kicking and running down 
the hill home. We always milked a lot of 
cows, usually twelve in the summer and in 
winter six or seven. We made butter in the 
early days. We packed it in tubs and sold it 
to the stores. Later, we got a cream separ
ator and put the butter in pound moulds. It 
was as low as twelve cents a pound for but
ter and eggs ten cents a dozen. 

One year Dad put the potatoes in on Tom's 
farm, nearly two miles away. It was getting 
late and we had no potatoes for dinner. I 
hurried out and hitched up a team of nice 
drivers, Dolly, a little black, and Dina, our 
driver. Being in a hurry, one of us did not 
put the strap in the keeper that held the tongue 
up. Maggie came running out with some eggs 
to sell at the store as we went by. We jumped 
in the buggy and started pretty fast, when the 
strap came undone and the horses gotfright
ened and tried to run away. I was driving 
and I thought the best way to stop them was 
to drive them against a big post. Itwas. They 
stopped. Maggie, in her excitement, threw 
the eggs on the horses backs before we jump
ed out and ran to Dina's head. I took Dolly, 
and we patted and talked to them until they 
quietened down, then we unhitched them. The 
tongue was broken and the round was broken, 
but neither we nor the horses were hurt. 
Dad scolded us for breaking the tongue and 
Mom scolded us for breaking the eggs. Nei
ther one thanked God we were not hurt. 
There were no potatoes for dinner that noon. 
There was always a lot of excitement at our 
house and some fun, if you cared to look at 
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the funny side. Dad and Mom never saw the 
funny side. Everything was down right serious 
with them. That was the only runaway we 
ever had. Dad had a few and a few upsets as 
well. 

After the threshing was over and the cattle 
sorted and put in· their proper places; the 
milk cows tied in the west side of the barn; 
and the fattening steers tied in the east side, 
the men folks started hauling the grain out 
and hauling the wood and hay home from 
the Assiniboine farm. Maggie and I very 
often had to do a lot of the men's chores 
like tying in the cows and watering what
ever horses were in the barn. We also had 
to cut a lot of wood for the furnace and 
carry it down cellar; fill up the water pails 
for the night; milk the cows, feed the calves, 
separate the milk and help with or get the 
supper. The men were always cold and 
hungry and so were we. We never ate any 
idle bread. When the dishes were washed, 
we studied our lessons and went to bed. 
We had to be up at six in the morning and 
often before six. Will and Alex had to be up 
sometimes at 4 o'clock. They would have 
their grain loaded the night before, in order 
to get away early. On their return trip, they 
wanted to get up the AssiniboiM hill before it 
was too dark. They hauled the grain to Vir
den, Elkhorn or Hargrave, but they mostly 
hauled to Hargrave as they liked the buyer 
there. They had long, hard, cold days. It was 
hard gOing, down in the valley, shovelling 
the snow and hauling and loading big loads 
of wood home, or hauling big loads of hay 
up that hill. That had to be done all winter. 
We had one hired man steadily and some
times two. Everyone worked at our home. 

One hired man was asked how he liked work
ing for Donald McKenzie. He said "Fine. It 
Is the nearest place to Heaven that I have 
ever been." When asked how that was he 
repUed, "There is no night here." I don't 
think anyone else worked as hard as we did. 
They did not have as much stock. It was al
ways after ten when Tom would get in from 
the barn. He was always faithful. Every 
beast had to be taken care of properly, and 
the doors banked, so there would be no ani
mal in a draft. 

The school being on our farm, we had not 
far to go to school. We ran home for din
ner, and if the men were in early, we some
tim~s . could_llelp wash th~ disl1es. We got 
our mail. twice a wee~, Tuesday and Friday. 
Mrs. E11iott had thepostoffice. Wew~ntfrom 
schoot., to the office, it saved some time. 
Occasionally we got a ride. Those days we 

got The Farmer's Advoate and I believe the 
Free Press. The Family Herald and Weekly 
Star also came and we enjoyed it because it 
was so big and had a good story that ran 
on and on. They gave pictures as premiums 
and that was something. 

When we first got a skating rink, that 
was wonderful, it was so close by. I had 
always wanted to learn to skate. Most all 
the young folks turned out and we enjoyed 
it so much. My cousin, John Fleming, taught 
me how to skate properly. He and Jim Cu
sack made a good skater out of me. Jim was 
a fast skater. We had a store in Arrow Riv
er that was so handy for us. Allan Hodnett 
ran it for years. He never returned from 
the First War. So many of our young men 
never returned. 

A few more of the jobs about our place that 
was reserved for me was turning the grind
stone, to sharpen the binder knives, the 
mower knives, all axes, even to the broad 
axe that Dad used to square the timbers, 
and also turning the fanning mill. My little 
arms would get so tired and I was afraid to 
say so. Dad was always pretty severe. He 
did not talk to us only to tell us what to do. 
He did not whip us much, but his threaten
ing was as bad as a whipping. We were al
ways scared. Mom whipped us and always 
threatened to tell Dad on us. 

The first winter we had the barn, it was 
wonderful having all the hay and sheaves 
up in the loft, out of the wind and cold .. They 
had it pretty well r1lled. I remember one time 
Dad called Maggie and me out to help put 
hay in the loft. We were both In the hayloft 
and he was forking the. hay in. We had to take 
it away back, out of the way. We both got so 
tired walking on the hay as there was no 
solid footing, we would fall and be almost too 
tired arid weak to get up. Dad had a powerful 
voice and he used it. He would yell at us to 
"get that hay back" and, on the strength of 
that yell, we managed to get up and try a
gain. He took awfully big fork fulls. The force 
of them would knock me down. The next year, 
they put pulleys on, to which they hitched a 
horse. I led the horse and that way it was 
easier. I believe after that they put a team 
on to pull the hay up. 

All who came to our house between eleven 
and twelve 0' clock were always invited to stay 
for dinner. Dad had travelled around thl:: 
country quite a lot and knew how hard it 
was to find anyone to keep you for the night. 
There were not too many who would take 
you in, even in a blizzard. No one was ever 
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turned away from his place, cold or hungry, 
any hour of the day or night. They were 
taken in and fed. On bad nights, the house 
was lit up. Sometimes, there were lights in 
the window, so if anyone was lost, theywould 
see the light and find shelter. 

DUNCAN SHAW 

Duncan Shaw worked at John Fleming's as a 
young man. He was well liked and sang in 
the Arrow River church choir. He and Sid 
Fleming went into partnership and ran the 
Fleming farm for some time when John 
Fleming retired to the coast. Mr. Shaw dug 
the first telephone poles in the area, when 
this new system of communication became 
popular. He married Mary Coburn, sister 
of the late William Coburn of Crandall. They 
moved to Biggar, Saskatchewan, and recently 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. 

JOCK SHOEMAKER 

by his wife, Sally 

Jock came to the Decker district, in the 
fall of 1934, from the Woodnorth district. 
In the fall of 1936, he moved to Arrow 
River and started farming on the farm of 
Mrs. Martha Fleming. He was there seven 
years. He says Mrs. Fleming was one of the 
finest ladies he has ever known. Jock and 
his brother, Les, batched for a while and 
then Les married. Jock was fortunate in 
getting Mr. and Mrs. Alec Sararas, who were 
very good to him. They stayed with him until 
he married Sally TIes, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Percy TIes, in the fall of 1940. 

Jock remembers many enjoyable evenings 
spent at Arrow River, with the Jim Elliott 
family and the Bill Tennant family, as well 
as many other good times with the very 
sociable people of Arrow River. We still 
enjoy the time we spenf there. 

We moved to the Ira Kirk farm at Crandall 
in the fall of 1943 and in 1953 we moved to 
our farm at Decker. 

We have two sons, Clair, who in September 
1965 married Norma White of Pope, Man. 
They are now living at Dawson Creek, B.C. 
where Clair is employed by Traders Finance 
Company. Our son Ab joined the staff of the 
Bank of Montreal and is now at Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan. 

ASA SHUNK 

Asa Shunk was born in Maple, Ontario, and 
lived in Miniota from 1900 to about 1910. He 
was a plasterer and bricklayer by trade. He 
also farmed east of the present Dave Ste
wart farm. He lived in Rouleau, Sask. before 
retiring to Victoria in 1933, where he died 
in 1958. 

MR. SIDEY 

Came from Scotland about 1914 and worked 
for Dave Rowan. Later his wife came out and 
they lived in the house now owned by Mr. Jed 
Lelond. They had one daughter, Alice. They 
later moved to Saskatchewan. 

EDWARD SINCLAIR 

"To live in the hearts of those we leave 
behind is not to die." This is a line from 
the obituary of Mr. Edward Sinclair and fit
tingly describes the feelings of many who 
yet remember him. 

"Eddie" Sinclair was born at Strathclair, 
Manitoba, in 1884, and married Matilda Jane 
Willoughby of Dauphin in 1909. In 1921, they 
moved to Arrow River, taking over the gen
eral store from the Marvin brothers, after 
having disposed of a similar business at Ed
rans, Manitoba. 

During his years at Arrow River, Mr. Sin
clair built up a very wide circle of friends, 
through his honest endeavour to do what was 
right by his fellow-man. He took an active 
part in the church life and Sunday School, 
making many sacrifices of his time in their 
interest. His kindly influence and cheerful 
disposition was displayed in the various 
positions he held, namely chairman of the 
local board of stewards, municipal school 
trustee, in fraternal circles as a Past Mas
ter of Miniota Lodge of Freemasons, and as 
a charter member of C.O.F. Lodge at Edrans. 
After a short illness, he passed away in 
1941. 

Mrs. Sinclair was active in churchandW.I. 
work, never lacking the energy to assist with 
any and every community project. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair had three children, 
Edna, Islay and Edward, who were very 
active in the community as young people. 
Edna, who was a stenographer. before her 
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marriage to Edward Huime 'of Brandon, 
passed away in 1952, after a lingering ill
ness. Their only child, Glenda, trained as 
a nurse and resides in British Columbia. 
Islay graduated as a nurse from St. Boni
face, Winnipeg, later marrying Tom Sim
mons. They, and their only son, Ted, live 
in Victoria, B.C. Edward Jr. was just rea
ching manhood when his father died. He and 
his mother operated the store for it short 
timB, then Edward joined the R.C.A.F. After 
the war, he married Elvaretta Wyatt of 
Hamiota. They have one daughter, Joy, 
Edward and his family reside in Kelowna, 
B.C., where he operates a gents' clothing 
store. 

Mrs. Sinclair, who married Mr. Currie, 
lives in Victoria, B.C. 

John Sinclair, an uncle of Mr. Edward 
Sinclair Sr., lived in Arrow River several 
years prior to residing in Neepawa, where 
he lived until the time of his death in 1931. 

C. A. R. D. SMITH 

Mr. C. A. R. D. Smith lived in a house 
which was situated in the vicinity of the pre
sent W. Barrett home. He worked on the sec
tion, and his wife gave music lessons. They 
had one daughter. 

J. H SMITHARD 

Mr. Smithard lived in Miniota during the 
early 1900s. He was a section man and had 
two daughters. He later moved to Brandon. 

H SOMMERS 

by H. Castle 

Mr. H. Sommers was originally from Eng
land. He had served in the army in W orId 
War 1. 

With his wife and two children he came to 
this district in the spring of 1924, and farmed 
on SE 5-13- 27, land which he had obtained 
through the S.S.B. However, farming did not 
satisfy him, and he left to work in Winnipeg 
in 1926. 

MRS. CAPTAIN SPAIN 

by Mrs. W. Bonner 

Mrs. Captain Spain and her son Aussie 
with his wife came from England in the 1890' s. 
Mrs. Snain Sr. homesteaded the southwest of 
16-14- 26 while her son had the east quarter 
of the same section. Mrs. Spain Sr. bl;lilt a 
one room shanty on her land while Aussie 
built what was then considered a lovely home. 
I now own the half section. The remains of the 
stone basement are still visible. Mrs. Spain 
Sr. was a very proud person and always had 
worn black taffeta and had a big pocket in her 
under skirt for a flask. This is what I re
member of her. They just left for parts 
unknown suddenly. 

ALEXANDER SPALDING 

Alexander Spalding was born in Arbroath, 
Scotl~ld in 1894. He came to Canada with 
his father in 1907 for a visit, but his father 
returned to Scotland and Alex decided to 
stay on the farm owned by his father, three 
miles south of Birtle. He remained on the 
farm until 1919 when he went to Miniota 
to visit his brother John Spalding who was 
a notary public and the post master there. 
The flu epidemiC broke out and the majority 
of the people in the village were stricken. 
"~hen John Spalding became. ill, Alex went 
into the office to look after the mail. As 
things worked out, he continued to work 
there and served the public for the next 
forty years. 

In the summers of 1925 to 1928 Alex 
worked as telephone lineman for a change 
from his inside office job. In 1936 he was 
made post master of the Miniota Post Of
fice. Alex was an ardent golfer and curler. 
People within several blocks of the rink 
would know when he was playing the latter 
game - he really enjoyed it. 

In 1939 Alex married Janet Reid, who died 
when their daughter, Janet Sandra, was born. 
In 1942 Alex and Elva Lynch were married. 
They had one son, John Langlands, born 
October, 1943. 

During the Second World War there was a 
shortage of man power, so Alex worked 
again as lineman with the Miniota Municipal 
Telephone System under Mr. Berwick. Doris 
Penelton. who was later Mrs. George Bruce. 

- 449-



worked in the post office as his assistant. 
Also he and Rev. Einar Egilsson worked in 
the harvest fields of several of the sur
rounding farms and did the caretaking of 
the rink so the children could skate. 

Alex and Elva were interested and active 
in community affairs. Elva was particularly 
interested in the musical life of the district. 
She taught piano and voice, was a member 
of the United Church Choir. She succeeded 
Mrs. J. C. Vradenburgh as choir leader 
and became organist when her mother, Mrs. 
Russell Lynch, resigned in 1946. She worked 
in the Sunday School as junior choir leader 
and organist. In 1953 Elva was made a life 
member of the W.M.S. by the local associa
tion. She was given a W.r. pin for having 
been a member of that organization for over 
ten years. 

In 1950 Alex received a twenty-five year 
service button from the Post Office De
partment in ottawa. 

Sandra and Jack attended public and high 
school in Miniota and were each a member 
of the Student Council when in high school. 
They participated in many extra-curricular 
activities. Sandra belonged to 4-H for sev
eral years. They were members of the United 
Church Sunday School, sang in the choir and 
belonged to the church groups. Sandra and 
Jack both became members of the United 
ChurCh. 

In 1957 Sandra married Ralph Nash. 

After graduation from high school Jack at
tended Royal Roads in Victoria, B.C. for a 
time, then went to Brandon College in Man
itoba. In May, 1966 he received his Bachelor 
of Music degree, being the first person to 
receive that degree from the University of 
Manitoba. 

Alex suffered a partial stroke in 1958 and 
was forced to retire as post master. In 1961 
the family moved to Brandon where Elva is 
on the staff of the School of Music at Brandon 
College. 

THE JOHN SPALDING FAMILY 

John Spalding was born in 1886 in Ar
broath, Scotland, into a family of 14 child
ren. When he was 12, his father, a building 
contractor, moved to Dundee, and there he 

turned with John Spalding to buy a farm 
near Birtle. "My Dad turned the farm over 
to me and went back to "'.mdee. It took me 
seven years to find out']n't like farm
ing, so gave it up." 

He married Lottie Ethel L .. uwinter ::::1 Birtle 
in 1909. She was born and raised in Birtle 
and received her education there. Prior to 
her marriage she worked in her father's 
jewellery store in Birtle. 

At the age of 15, John Spalding had been 
articled to.a law firm in Dundee and in 1913 
he became employed by the law firm of Wilson 
and Glen in Russell, Manitoba. 

In 1916 they moved to Miniota with their 
small family and he opened an office as a 
notary public and conveyancer. He became 
secretary-treasurer of the Miniota Munici
pal school board in 1920 and held that office 
until 1948. He was postmaster for 16 years; 
served on the village committee for 26 years; 
was treasurer of the United Church for a 
quarter of a century; a pastmaster of Min
iota Masonic Lodge and returning officer 
for Marquette federal constituency. 

His greatest interest was in MuniCipal 
Affairs and in 1927 he became secretary
treasurer of Miniota Municipality. In 1931 
he was elected secretary-treasurer of the 
Union of Manitoba Municipalities. He held both 
these positions until he and Mrs. Spalding 
moved to Winnipeg in 1948 where he became 
a member of the MuniCipal and Public utility 
Board. At the time of his sudden death in 
July 1954, he was acting chairman of this 
board. 

Mrs. Spalding died in Winnipeg in February 
of 1964. She was a quiet woman andher main 
interests were her home and family. In her 
early years, she curled, was always a keen 
bridge player, and devoted time to her 
church in her W .A .. work. 

Mr. Spalding was a kindly clean-cut look
ing man. With smile lines deeply bracketing 
his mouth he used to recall his first visit to 
Miniota. - "I drove over from Birtle in a 
cutter about five in the afternoon. It was 40 
below zero and I curled in a bonspiel that 
same night." Curling and tennis were his 
chief sports. - "I decided to give up tennis 
when my boy started to trim me and I quit 
curling when draughty rinks caught up with 
me." 

spent his youth. In 1905 his father came to Mr. and Mrs. Spalding had one daughter 
Manitoba for a holiday and a year later re- and four sons. 
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Norman, their eldest son, was born inBir
tle in 1910. Norman was secretary-treasurer 
in Gladstone for some years, and died sud
denly in April 1964. His wife, the former 
Kay Clark of Stonewall and daughter, Pamela 
still reside there. 

Dorothy, was born in 1912 and is now 
Mrs. A. B. Cunningham of Winnipeg. She has 
three children Lynne, Doreen and Ross. 

William, was born in Miniota in 1919, lives 
in ottawa, and is vice-president of Free
man's Stores. He married Kae Robbof Win
nipeg and they have three daughters,Shirley, 
Audrey, and Laurie. 

Douglas was born in Miniota in 1921 and 
works for Air-Canada in Montreal. He mar
ried Evelyn Coward of Southampton while 
overseas during the war. They have two 
children Wayne and Wendy. 

Edwin Spalding was born in Birtle in 1913. 
He received his schooling in Miniota and in 
1935 and 36 attended Dominion Business Col
lege. In 1937 he returned to Miniota and 
worked for his father in the municipal office. 
In May 1941 he joined the R.C.A.F. as clerk 
accountant,and in December married Dorothy 
Ellis of Gladstone. After the war he worked 
for the Miniota Municipality until his father 
moved to Winnipeg in 1948 and then he be
came secretary-treasurer of the municipal
ity and munioipal school board. Ed and Doro
thy have three children - Heather Joy born in 
1942 and who works in the Medical College, 
Winnipeg, Jolm David Ray born in 1947 and 
who works in the Royal Bank, Boissevain, 
Kathryn Joan born in 1951 and is now at
tending Miniota Collegiate. 

MR. AND MRS. ALBERT SPENCER 

by Mrs. Nels Stavenjord 

Mr. Albert Spencer was born in W orksop, 
Nottingham, England on October 13, 1887. He 
came to Canada with his brother Herbert on 
May 31, 1912 and settled with his brother 
George in Birtle, Manitoba. In 1913 he moved 
to Beulah where he operated a Butcher Shop. 
In 1914 he moved to Miniota where he pur
chased the Butcher Shop, and with his bro
ther Herbert served the Miniota District for 
many years. The two brothers bought their 
own cattle and hogs and butchered them. They 
delivered meat to Isabella, Arrow River, Beu
lah and the Miniota farm communities three 
times per week. In the fall of 1917 he also 

started buying and shipping cattle to Winni
peg. In 1923 he had the Bank built on Min
iota Main Street for the Royal Bank of Cana
da. 

In 1919, November 12th, he married the for
mer Caroline Turner of Miniota, the youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Turner. 
Mrs. Spencer was born in Miniota in 1893, 
and attended the Sarahville School. Prior to 
her marriage she worked as an operator with 
her sister Hattie Turner at the Miniota Tele
phone Exchange. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer took an active part 
in community affairs. They were both inter
ested in curling, and Mrs. Spencer skipped 
a rink for many years. They attended Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church where Mr. Spencer 
served as Warden and on the Vestry. Mrs. 
Spencer was secretary-treasurer of the Sun
day School for many years. 

In 1935 Mr. Spencer's brother Herbert took 
over the Butcher Business. Following Her
bert's death the next year, Albert took over 
the supervision of the business which was 
carried on by his two nephews, Albert and 
Lloyd Spencer. 

During the war years Mrs. S(>E!ncer hel~
ed her -husband in the butcher shop while 
their nephews were in the Air Force. 

In 1945, Mr. Spencer retired and they mov
ed to Calgary for a brief time, returning to 
Winnipeg where they took up residenceat721 
Garfield Street. 

Mrs. Spencer passed away on October 13th, 
1962 at the age of 69 years. She was laid to 
rest in the Birtle Cemetery. 

Mr. Spencer passed away on May 5, 1966, 
and was buried in the Birtle Cemetery. 

MR. and MRS. HERBERT SPENCER 

by Mrs. Nels Stavenjord 

Mr. Herbert Spencer was born in W orksop, 
Nottingham, England on August 29th; 1890. 
He came to Canada with his brother Albert 
in May, 1912 and settled in Birtle with his 
brother George. He later moved to Newdale, 
and then to Deloraine, Manitoba. In 1915 he re
turned to Miniota and worked in the Butcher 
Shop with his brother Albert. 

In 1915 Frances Lily Hinton came to Canada 
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from Birmingham, England to visit her rela
tives, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Llarke.~he 
worked for Mr. and Mrs. Harry Turner, and 
later married Mr. Herbert Spencer. Mr. 

. Spencer acquired the nickname of "Joe" 
from his friends, and was better known by 
that name. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer had a family of five, 
namely Marjorie, Albert, Lloyd, Kathleen and 
Melba. They were all active in community 
life. Mr. Spencer was a curling enthusiast. 
The family attended Holy Trinity Church 
where Mr. Spencer served on the Vestry 
and Mrs. Spencer was a member of the W.A. 
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer belonged respectively 
to the Sons and Daughters of England Lodges. 
In 1935 "Joe" took over his brother's butcher 
business. The follOWing year he passed away 
at the age of 46. Mter their father's death, 
Albert and Lloyd took over the business 
under the supervision of their Uncle Albert. 
During the war years Albert and Lloyd served 
in the Air Force. 

In 1936 Marjorie left Miniota to attend 
Dominion Business College. She worked in 
Winnipeg for several years, and later married 
Nels Stavenjord of the Royal CanadianMount
ed Police. They now reside in Winnipeg and 
have three children; Karen, Tannis and Bruce. 

In 1941 Mrs. Spencer, Kathleen and Melba 
moved to Winnipeg where Kathleen trained 
as a nurse at the Winnipeg General Hospital. 
She married Morton Allison, and they have 
three children; James, Cathy and Scott. 
They reside in Fort Garry. 

Melba attended Daniel McIntyre Collegiate 
in Winnipeg, and worked as stenographer at 
Hudson Bay House. She married Donald 
Brown and now resides in Edmonton, Alberta. 
They have four children; Andrew, Maureen, 
Stephen and Alexander. 

Mter the war, Albert and Lloyd moved 
back to Miniota and took over the Butcher 
Business. Later they sold their business and 
moved to Calgary, Alberta. Lloyd married 
the former Marguerite Louis of Winnipeg 
and resides in Costa Mesa, California. They 
have three children; Lynne, Barbara and 
James. 

Mrs. Spencer now resides in Victoria, B.C. 

ALBERT SPENCER JR. 

I was born on March 2nd, 1919 and received 
my edUcation in Miniota, graduating from 
Grade X to take up an apprenticeship in 

butchering under my father, Herbert Henry 
Spencer better known in Miniota as 'Joe 
Spencer.' Mter being in business for a 
year my father passed away in August 1936 . 
It was then necessary for my brother, 
Lloyd and myself to go into partnership 
in the Miniota Meat Market, and under the 
close supervision of our Uncle Albert we 
were guided and became good business men. 
We operated the meat market until 1941 
when we joined the Armed Forces. 

Lloyd and I took our basic training toge
ther in Edmonton, Alberta, and also wireless 
training in Calgary. In 1942 Lloyd was trans
ferred to Eastern Canada as an Armourer 
with the R.C.A.F., and I was transferred to 
Dauphin where r graduated as a Wireless 
Air Gunner in 1943. Alter taking further 
training in Greenwood, Nova Scotia r was 
posted overseas in April. r spent some 
time in England before being posted to 
Gibraltar with a 48 Sqdn. where r spent seven 
months. The next year was spent in various 
parts of the world and after spending some 
time with Ferry Command in Montreal, I 
received my discharge as a Flying Officer 
in September 1945. 

From 1945 until 1948 Lloyd and r operated 
the meat market in Miniota, and in that 
year we sold the business to G. Angell. 

On April 20th, 1946 r married Dorothy 
Alice Vradenburgh. Our two sons were born 
in Miniota, Kenneth Wayne on April 2nd, 
1947 and Gregory Lloyd on March 14th, 1948. 

We moved to Calgary in 1948 and lived 
there for 10 years. While in Calgary addi
tions to the family were Raymond Boyd, 
born June 2nd, 1952 and Heather Louise, 
born March 6th, 1956. 

We spent a year in Victoria and in 1960 
we moved to Regina, our present home. 
r have a half interest in two Burger-Baron 
Drive In's and we are enjoying a good 
portion of the business in this field. 

Our two boys are of great assistance to 
me in this business, having helped from the 
ages of 11 and 12 years. Ken, our oldest son 
has not decided on his futUre. Greg hopes 
to be able to play hockey for an N.H.L. team 
as he is presently a member of the Regina 
Pat Junior Club. Raymond plays the electric 
guitar in a boys band and has expressed 
the desire to be an engineer. Heather, our 
only daughter and just 10 years old is still 
her Dad's girl. This leaves my dear wife, 
Dorothy who has weathered the storm well 
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and has been a wonderful wife and mother. 
We both have many happy memories of our 
home town Miniota, and cherish them dearly 
and we are proud and happy to have been part 
of the Miniota community. 

JOHN STANTON 

Mr. Stanton farmed the west half of section 
19-15-25, then moved to 27-14-26, and thence 
to the Arrow River district in the 20's, occu
pying the farm presently owned by Wilf Le
lond. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanton were an English 
couple, and well liked in the community, 
the latter being' an active member of the 
W.M.S. 

John was a good neighborly fellow, who 
enjoyed football. At the time of the first 
road gravelling, Jed Lelond and John Stan
ton worked in the gravel pit south of Arrow 
River, ten hours a day, at the rate of 40 
cents an hour for a man and team. They 
loaded the gravel with scrapers into horse 
drawn gravel boxes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanton moved to the farm 
now occupied by Victor Kelly, then sold out 
and returned to England. 

THE STEUART FAMILY 

Much of the information in the following 
history outline is gleaned from excerpts 
from letters written by Alexander Steuart 
(my grandfather) and his daughters, Sara 
and Bell between 1882 and 1897, to Daniel 
Steuart, grandfather's brother in Scotland. 
I obtained the originals from Isabel, daugh
ter of grandfather's son, Alex. 

- Marg. 1. Murphy 

Alexander Steuart was born in 1829, near 
Stravenhouse, Scotland. For many years he 
farmed at Bogside. In 1853 he took as his 
bride Anne Henderson. There were seven 
sons and three daughters. One son, William, 
died in infancy. 

By 1882 the economic outlook for farmers 
in Scotland was grim. Some of Alex's bro
thers emigrated to Australia, but Alex and 
family decided to take advantage offree lands 
in Canada. Government agencies extolled the 
Canadian West. 

set sail for Canada. After a stormy passage 
lasting three weeks, they landed in Halifax, 
and took the long train trip to Brandon. 

The spring was exceedingly wet, and rail 
travel to Elkhorn was impossible as the tracks 
were washed out. Waiting became tedious, 
and after several weeks Alexander bought 
an ox team and wagon. The trip was long, 
slow, and wearisome. The weather became 
exceedingly hot, so they travelled in the early 
morning and the cool of evening. 

Each morning it was grandfather's hard 
task to arouse his tired sons. After making 
breakfast ... porridge, bf course! ... he 
would call and call. In exasperation he would 
say, "It's four o'clock in the morning, and 
if you all sleep until Doomsday, I'll not call 
you again!" 

Towards the end of April, the Steuarts 
arrived at the Assiniboine Valley. This look
ed a likely spot to settle. Grandfather chose 
S.W. 22-13-27, the present farm of Wm. 
Peel. About 15 acres were wooded, some 
trees eighteen inches in diameter. The ra
vine furnished good water, and game was 
plentiful. 

The nearest land office was at Fort Ellice, 
so the Steuarts walked the twenty-five miles 
to file their claims. 

The immediate needs were housing and 
land broken for crops. Early in June two 
acres had been broken and planted to oats, 
and later, a patch for potatoes. The break
ing continued, and more planting done. The 
oats were harvested in September but were 
light, as without fences it was impossible to 
keep the stock out . . . the stock consisted 
of four oxen (two belonging to a young man 
who had gone farther west to look for land), 
a cow, a calf, and a few hens. The potatoes 
were plentiful, about 100 bushels per acre, 
and of fine quality. They had been plowed in 
on June 15, and never touched until they 
were ready for eating. 

Grandmother, her three daughters, and the 
youngest son, Basil, sailed on the S.S. Grecian 
from Glasgow in May. At Liverpool the ship 
took on five hundred Germans on their way 
to the new land. No one was ill, so the trip 
was enjoyable. They landed at Port Taxis, 
and after a three day journey by train, ar
rived at the Great Lakes. They reached Sar
nia, and had to stay over for two days. The 
trip was pleasant. The Captain was a High
lander and took a special interest in the 

In the spring of '82, Alexander and five sons girls, walking the deck with them, and sing-
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ing Scottish songs. They also enjoyed con
certs and dancing on board. Mter four days 
on Lake Ontario the ship docked at Duluth 
where the train was waiting. The Captain saw 
the family aboard to ensure their comfort. 

Aunt Sally writes, "We were two days on 
the train before we arrived atWinnipeg, a town 
I don't think much of. We had to stay all night 
there, and got the train next day for Brandon, 
expecting to meet Aleck there." 

There had been some misunderstanding 
about sailing dates. Grandmother decided the 
hotel was too expensive, so they found a nice 
spot to camp. With poles and Grandma's beau
tiful white wool blankets a tent was con
structed. One day they were out for a walk, 
and upon returning saw a rather rough look
ing bearded chap, minus collar and tie, 
emerging from their tent. In spite of his 
appearance, Grandma and the others were 
delighted to recognize Aleck. He had been 
unable to locate them at a hotel but had 
found them when he saw the white blankets. 

The journey to their home and loved ones 
was long and tiring in a wagon drawn by oxen. 

By October the house was completed out
side, and a barn, 27 x 14, was begun. Some 
of the logs were so large that four oxen were 
needed to draw them out of the woods. The 
name chosen for the farm was "w oodlands," 
but this was later changed to "Norwood." In 
the fall of '82, the boys, after putting up hay 
etc. went to work on the C.P.R. In the winter 
they worked in the bush. 

Aunt Sally wrote in May, '83, "Maggie and 
I took a walk to see Mrs. Spencer one day 
last week. She lives about three miles from 
us. We had a good trail nearly all the way 
except one place beyond Moffats where the 
snow was very deep. I'm sure we sank 2 1/2 
or 3 feet. However, we got there all right. 
She is a very nice lady-like little person 
with a nice husband, and two wee boys. They 
live in a log shanty. Mrs. Spencer squared 
nearly all the logs herself, and thatched the 
roof. In summer she shot a prairie chicken. 
She is quite a lady, and very pretty." 

May 7, 1884, Aunt Belle tells of the work -
"The boys have all been at home through 
the winter, except two months when John was 
assisting Capt. Bogan . . . they cut fence 
poles and fire wood, and on terribly cold 
days busied themselves indoors making yokes 
and bows for the oxen. Old Father made 
harrows, and the boys made a sleigh . . . 
pccasionally we had to go without butter 

before the cow was giving milk, but we would 
rather live plain and pay all as we go. Bob 
and Jim were down at Elkhorn with potatoes 
and a few turnips. They also took a load of 
oats, and tomorrow take potatoes again. 
They sold at 60y per bushel but the oats 
were so cheap they thought it would not 
pay to get the thresher to come, so they 
took them upstairs, and beat them with 
sticks . . . 100 bushels at 20y per bus. 
The rest they are feeding to the cattle. 
Wheat is the best crop, but unfortunately 
we have none. But of course we are only 
commencing and have not much crop in at 
all. We had an acre of potatoes and got up
ward of 300 bushels. Turnips are a very 
good crop, We sold a few and got 35y per 
average of 60 lbs. We have 25 bushels of seed 
wheat, and the boys intend going across the 
river and getting another 25 or 30 bushels. 
We started the plough on April 2, the harrows 
have been going for about a week. We have 
got in fully an acre, as yesterday and the 
day before Father was sowing (broadcast) 
his wheat. 

. . . the boys have been busy putting up 
a new log house. They have the joists squar
ed and most of them up . . . the house is 
30x16 with a 12x16 kitchen at the back. The 
logs are squared outside and look very nice. 
We intend burning lime to plaster it, we 
have lime on the land ... Our cow is giving 
milk and we have a little bull calf. Tell 
Granny we have six hens and a rooster, and 
get five eggs daily now. 

Now I will give you an idea of how we spend 
our winter in Manitoba. We have quite a gay 
time. I was over at Wilton Grange, Mr. 
Spencer's, and stayed a fortnight. Well, next, 
F ather was made a councillor, and the first 
time he went to Beulah to a Council meeting 
he stayed with Warden W. A. Doyle at Nape
yurza. Aleck, Sara, Marg. and I were invited 
to a grand ball at Beulah three nights after, 
so Mr. Doyle told Father to tell us we 
were to drive over to his place early in the 
day and have tea, and dress there, and go with 
Mr. and Mrs. Doyle, Mr. Jones, (their nephew) 
and Mr. Chew, an Englishman. The ball was 
given by the bachelors around Beulah ... 
Mr. Thomson was invited, so he drove us. 
The day was fine, but very cold, however, 
we were well wrapped up in buffalo robes. 
We arrived at Doyle's and got a warm wel
come. The Doyles are very nice people with 
four children. Mter tea we dressed and 
arrived at Beulah about 7 0' clock. What as
tonishment when we entered the large hall 
(above Mr. Roswell's store) hung with red 
and white festoons, lamps from the ceiling, 
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side lights, and a splendid waxed floor, and 
a great many nicely dressed ladies and 
gentlemen walking to and fro. Mr. and Mrs. 
Doyle introduced us to some of them, and 
the music began . . . a violin and organ. 
Partners for Grand March and Circassian 
Circle, and off we went. We danced till one, 
had a splendid supper, then danced till 5 
o'clock. You understand the people have to 
come so many miles and cannot go home 
through the night, so the dancing is kept up 
until morning. Next we got on our wraps ... 
three and four pairs of stockings etc. got into 
the sleigh and off to Napeyurza (Doyles) 
again. I stayed for three weeks, and had 
a very pleasant time. Mrs. Doyle, and all 
the people round, gave a party in honour of 
me. Parties, dances, and visiting lasted as 
long as the roads were good. One night 24 
people bedded down at Doyles. 

Bob, Guy, Sara, Maggie and Belle were 
members of the Norwood choir, and sang at 
an entertainment sponsored by the (Beulah) 
Mutual Improvement Association. There were 
other songs, readings, recitations and dia
logues. 

In June, 1885, Sarah Steuart married Char
les Thomson, an Englishman, son of an Eng
lish Church rector who lived at Fobbing Rec
tory not far from Gravesend. They had a 
quiet wedding at the minister's house, then 
home. 

A hail storm struck the area that year, 
so all the crop yields were poor, - - in fact, 
all the Thomsons had left was about eight 
bushels of potatoes, and some garden stuff. 
The hail stones were as large as hen's eggs, 
some measuring 4 1/2 inches in circumfer
ence, and two to three inches thick. Grand
father salvaged enough grain for flour and 
seed. Some of the neighbours were complet
ely wiped out. 

"If it had not been for our losses," Grand
father wrote, "we would have been pretty 
well off. We have three teams of oxen, two 
milk cows, (and a heifer that should calve 
in spring) and three other cattle. Some of 
the boys have been harvesting out to try 
and make a few dollars ... John gets $30 
and board, and James $22 1/2 per month 
for two months. Two of the other boys and 

part of it ploughed and ready for seeding. 
We may be thankful for our mercies ... we 
have seed, flour, potatoes, and plenty of 
pork (upwards of 20 pigs). 

November 1887 ... "I expected to have 
written long e' er this, but I am but a bad 
scribe at best, and we have been very busy, 
putting up houses for the cattle before winter 
sets in, also granaries for the grain. We have 
not yet threshed out. There is great difficul
ty getting a mill this season as there is such 
a large crop. The crop throughout Manitoba 
this year is very good . . . will average at 
least 30 bushels to the acre of wheat, and 
50 for oats. The price has rather fallen. It 
commenced about 54t; per bushel, buthasfal
len to 49. Hands were very scarce this har
vest. Some were paying as high as $2 per 
day with board. We have a very good crop .. 
70 acres wheat and 22 oats. Our stock is all 
healthy. Butter is selling well for 20 to 25 
cents, which is a good price considering 
the cattle get little or no artificial food. 
There are a number of cheese factories 
going up through the country which make 
very good cheese for which they are getting 
from 12 to 13 cents." 

In 1887 Uncle Aleck's sweetheart, Mary 
Muir, accompanied by her brother, came 
to Quebec where Uncle Aleck met her. The 
ship was under quarantine, and no one was 
allowed on or off. However, Uncle Aleck 
talked with the Captain, and he, being a good 
fellow, looked the other way while Uncle 
Aleck shinnied up a rope and saw his bride
to-be. When the quarantine was lifted, the 
happy couple went to a manse to be married. 
They learned it was necessary to have 
sureties to vouch for them, but knowing no 
one in the city they were at a loss. How
ever, Aleck located another couple in the 
same predicament, so they vouched for each 
other, and the marriage ceremon.ies were 
performed. The Steuarts spent thelr honey
moon at Niagara r'alls, then proceeded to 
Elkhorn, where Aleck worked as manager 
for Mr. Roswell in his store. John worked 
for Mr. Roswell in his Beulah store. He 
(Mr. R.) ran a stage between Elkhorn and 
Beulah twice a week, and carried the mail. 
Beulah store was a post office, so the set
tlers got their mail and groceries as the 
stage passed. 

a team of oxen are going for a week to help In 1866 a prairie fire swept the area and 
thresh. We are very anxious to gather a little for eleven days and nine nights the Steuarts 
money to get more stock as it is the surest helped to fight the fire, snatching two or 
thing here to pay. We will have upwards of three hours sleep when possible. The stable, 
100 acres in crop next spring (God willing) implement shed, piggery, and henhouse were 
will put in 90 acres wheat, and 12 or 15 all destroyed, but by great exertion the house 
of oats . . . all splendid land, the greater was saved. 
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Grandfather's house was burned in 1887. 
Only Grandma (who walked with difficulty) 
and James were at home. James was water
ing the stock, but luckily reached the house 
in time to rescue Grandma. Very little was 
saved . . . . clothing, binder canvasses, 
vegetables etc. went up in smoke. The older 
folk moved to the "Wrens" (Thomsons). The 
house was insured for $400 which was suffi
cient for a new building. 

Fortunately the crop was good that year. 
In Jan.1888 Grandmother died. She had been 
ailing before the fire, but never recovered 
from the shock of losing her home. Plans 
for building a lumber house were dropped, 
and a log one was decided upon for the time 
being. A house was built on Jameses home
stead ... (Archie Kerr's). Eventually Grand
father traded homesteads with James. 

Drought struck in 1890. There were no oats, 
little wheat, and hay was scarce. The boys 
took 130 head of cattle and horses up to Lake 
Dauphin where they had previously cut hay. 
There were a series of mishaps on the way 
up ... several animals died. One horse was 
lost. The Indians would take a strayed ani
mal, and hide it until a reward was offered, 
and then produce it. 

Wild fruits and garden produce were pre
served for winter use. Aunt Belle told of her 
activities thus: "Have made green gooseberry 
jam and jelly, gooseberry and saskatoon 
jelly (which is very like red currant), black 
currant and saskatoon jam, lemon marma
lade. Have also made saskatoon wine, vine
gar, a jar of green peas and mixed pickles, 
and preserved a quantity of saskatoons and 
rhubarb . . . have also 33 citrons which we 
keep in a cool place and preserve as we want. 
Have still some black currants to pull for 
jam and jelly, choke cherries for wine, 
hops for yeast (the front of our house is 
nearly covered with Jhem). Then there are 
cranberries to pull. We pull them before 
ripe (they are the latest fruit) let them ripen 
in baskets, then put them to freeze, and pre
serve just as they are wanted. I make black 
currant wine and raspberry vinegar. Have 
also some mango mellons to preserve, ripe 
cucumbers to pickle, nuts to pull, red cab
bage and beets to pickle, a quantity of chi
cory to cut up, dry, and roast, then we buy 
coffee beans, mix to taste, and grind in a 
coffee mill. Have also dried a quantity of peas 
for soup in winter. I packed a box of eggs 
the other night, also for winter ... May and 
I have been busy as bees -- making dress
es, overall jackets, trousers, etc. etc .... 
making calls and receiving callers, enter
taining visitors, riding and driving. 

It is now 9 0' clock. W e have just got 
through choir practice, which is held here 
on Sunday nights during harvest and haying, 
instead of Thurs. We have English Church 
service in the valley at H. M. Powers every 
other Sunday night through the summer and 
fall. We often have the parson stay with us 
until Monday . . . have a congregation of 
between 30 and 40. We enjoy service very 
much. 

The fall of 1890 was wet, but cleared up 
in time to prevent too much damage. The 
Steuarts harvested 3000 bus. of wheat, and 
2000 of oats. 

"We have bought a sulky," wrote Grand
father, that is one that goes on wheels, and 
you sit on it and drive the horses. It needs 
nothing else except pressing on a lever at 
the turn-up to take it out of the ground. It 
ploughs 16 ins. wide. One man and three 
good horses can plough three acres in about 
7 1/2 or eight hours. The common two horse 
plough can easily turn two acres. Ask Jamey 
if he can do anything like that! 

The crop that year brought from 70 to 72<; 
per bushel, No.1 hard. 

Oct. 1893 ... I am sorry to say things are 
in a very bad state here ... poor crop, and 
very small price for grain ... I believe 
hundreds of farmers are completely ruined, 
having two very bad crops, some not more 
than 5 or 6 bushels per acre. The price of 
the best wheat is 44<; per bus. The crop was 
spoiled by hot winds and want of rain. Money 
is very scarce . . . the banks are leary of 
lending, so that is against the merchants, 
who cannot get their bills settled, so they 
have to pounce on the poor farmers. No sale 
for cattle or horses unless you sell them on 
time, which gives no relief ... the restrict
ions on cattle from Manitoba is much against 
the cattle trade here. Beef is low in price 
... butchers and shipping dealers are giving 
only 2 1/2d (l0<;) per lb. for the best you can 
sell. The best beef roasts and steaks, 5d 
(loY). 

Grandfather's letters) Dec. 1897 ... "It 
is now pretty cold, but we got our grain out. 
It will average 75<; ... we had about 17 
bus. per acre ... about 180 acres wb':at, 
and 40 acres oats. I bought Guy's homestead 
from him. I have a very nice farm (between 
4 and 5 hundred acres) ... one of the best in 
the district." (Archie Gilchrist's hrrn). 

Grandfather's eldest son, Alexander, home
steaded near Grandfather. For a number of 
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years he worked for Mr. Roswell in the 
store, and later became manager at a salary 
of $1000 per year. After leaving the store, 
he farmed his own land, then went again to 
Elkhorn, where he had built a house before 
his marriage, and became the first Massey 
Implement agent in the area. Around 1904 
he decided to go to B.C. He and family left 
just after a terrible storm which piled snow 
so deep some folks were getting out of their 
houses through upstair windows. They.arriv
ed in Summerland, B.C. just before April 1st. 
Here he and his brothers became successful 
pioneer fruit growers in the Okanagan Valley. 
Aleck was particularly successful, and his 
family still own orchards in the Valley. His 
family consisted of three girls and two boys. 
H was from his older daughter, Isabel, that 
these letters were obtained. Isabel married 
Richard Chew, an Englishman from Hull, 
who farmed at Ravenswood, 34-13-14, (where 
Chas. Gopdwin now farms). 

Richard lost his wife in 1900. There were 
no children. Later he married Maud Harrison 
(nee Horner), a widow. For a time they lived 
at Ravenswood, then moved to a fruit farm in 
Summerland, B.C. His step-daughters, May 
and Rita stilll1ve in the S'land area, as does 
his daughter, Dorothy. 

Sara married Charles Thomson, who home
steaded on the same section as Grandfather. 

The Thomson family moved to Summerland 
with their son and four daughters. To claim 
an inheritance left them, they moved to Aus
tralia. There Uncle Charlie and Aunt Sara 
died, but the offspring still live there. Stephen 
married and had a family, but the girls re
mained unmarried. One boy lost his life in 
the second World War. 

Robert homesteaded on 33-13- 27, where 
George Peel now resides. He married an 
English girl from London. At times in the 
early days, Uncle Bob managed a store, work
ed on the railway (C.P.R. mainline), and did 
numerous jobs to help when the family were 
just starting up. He had two boys and one girl. 
The girl was named Wynona, (an Indian name 
meaning "first born"). The school in that 
district was named for her. Uncle Bob and 
family moved to Summerland, B.C. where his 
children still live. 

John Steuart worked for Mr. Roswell in the 
store in Beulah, and later for Mr. Marsh (who 
bought the store). Uncle John alsohadahome
stead, but later bought more land in the valley 
beside Uncle Bob's land. (Jno. Wythe's, I 
believe, and probably the farm in the valley 

where Jim (Dad) lived. John worked in a 
store at Griswold, also, then had a store 
north of Miniota. When the railway came to 
town, he moved in, and went into partnership 
with Arthur Ross, who later bought Uncle 
John's share. The W. A. Barrett house was 
built for Uncle John's residence. In 1903 
he and his family moved to Lacombe, Alta. 
but later went to Summerland. He was the 
first of the Stewarts to settle here. 

His wife was Jenny Frazer, daughter of 
Rev. Frazer of Beulah. They had two boys 
and one girl. 

Maggie, Dad's youngest sister, married 
Colin Spalding (brother of Mum, Mrs. J. H. 
Steuart). They moved to B.C. with the other 
Steuarts, where she died, leaving one son, 
Gavin. For a time, Gavin lived with us, Jim 
Steuarts. 

James (Dad) worked in an office in Glasgow 
before coming to Canada with his father. 
Sometime after landing here, he went into 
partnership with the two younger boys, Guy 
and Basil. They bought 480 acres of land 
across the river from Grandfather's. Later 
he bought land just east of Miniota. The town, 
east of Highway 83 is on part of that farm 
which he donated for a townsite. Mr. Dave 
Rowan donated the part west of Highway 83, 

Dad took an active part in community ac
tivities. He served on the Municipal School 
Board, worked in the Agricultural Society, 
was an ardent curler, and became president 
of the first Curling Club prior to his farm 
north of BeUlah. 

In 1897 he had married Louise Spalding. She 
was born in Glasgow where her father was a 
customs inspector. When she was only four
teen, her father had died, leaving the family 
in a bad financial condition. Mother went as 
a nursemaid to an Admiral's family, and 
with them, journeyed to Ireland. 

A wealthy aunt sent her to an Anglican 
Church school. Later, she worked as proba
tioner in a London hospital, but gave that up 
when she had an opportunity to come to Can
ada where her brothers Ted and Colin were. 
Here, although everything was new to her, 
she learned to bake bread, make butter, 
preserve fruit, and do numerous other things. 
When the railway was being built across the 
farm she cooked for gangs of men. 

The family was large, although none arri ved 
until three years after their marriage. There 
were nine boys and three girls. Most of them 
have moved from this area. 

-- 457 -



Alex moved to Regina where he worked for 
Ford Motors for several years. During the 
war he served in the Royal Mechanical En
gineers. He married Laura Burchell, and 
had two sons. He now lives in Melfort, Sask. 
where he has a business of his own. His older 
son is Director of Gas Planning with the 
Sask. Power Corp. in Regina. The younger 
son, after three years in Australia, is at
tending Berkley in California to obtain his 
Masters in architecture. 

Bob remained on the farm in the valley. 
He is not married. He works for P.F .R.A. 
in Sask. during the summer. 

Basil lived in Regina until the war, when 
he joined the Cameron Highlanders. He was 
wounded at Dieppe, but took part in the in
vasion in 1944. On his return to Canada he 
took up residence in Toronto, where he still 
lives. He and his wife have no family. 

Guy joined the Winnipeg Rifles in 1943, 
and was killed in Normandy in 1944. He had 
been working on the farm until he enlisted. 

Bill joined the R.C.A.F. and was stationed 
at Dafoe, later at Pat Bay in B.C. He mar
ried Ena Paynter of Beulah during the war. 
When he came out of the services he took up 
farming at Beulah. They have two daughters. 

James joined the Princess Pats and spent 
five years in Europe. He shipped out shortly 
after Dad's death in 1940. He was wounded 
in Italy, and after a stay in hospital, arrived 
in Canada the day after the war ceased in 
Europe. He had married an English girl who 
preceded him to Miniota by two months. 
Their first daughter was born in England, 
but the other two. girls and two boys are 
Canadian born. Jim works for Trans Canada 
Pipe Lines and resides in Portage la Prairie. 

As a lad Morris went out to work, he drove 
a truck, worked for the good roads, and in 
and around Birtle for many years, but now 
resides in Miniota and works at the Miniota 
Motel. 

Larry joined the R.C.A.F. He was posted to 
Gander, Newfoundland, on convoy duty in the 
Atlantic. He was at Dauphin when the war 
ended. After finishing his high school and tak
ing a year at University, he moved to Calgary, 
later to Anchorage, Alaska and now lives in 
Hawaii. 

The youngest lad, Jack, was drowned in 
Powers Lagoon when only 15 years of age. 

Anne became a nurse, taking her training 
in St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg. She 
married Edward Moore and moved to Vic
toria, B.C. Her husband died in April, 1956 
and she died four months later. 

Margaret (myself) became a teacher, mar
ried Gabriel Murphy in Detroit, Mich. during 
the depression years. Things were bad, and 
jobs impossible to find. I returned to Canada 
shortly before the birth of my son, Jay. The 
folks had sold the old home, and were living 
north of Beulah. When Jay was fourteen 
months old, I went teaching again, until I 
came home when Mother was unable to care 
for a house and such. 

Jay became a geological engineer. He 
spent several years in the North West Ter
ritories, three years at Lynne Lake, then 
went to Bolivia for three years. He married 
Betty MacArthur of Flin Flon. They have 
three children . . . two boys and a girl. 
At present they reside in Kenora, Ont. Mo
ther, Dad, and the boys brought Jay up as 
one of the iamily while I was away teaching. 

Mother died May 12, 1966, just seventeen 
days before her 90th birthday. Although crip
pled with arthritis, she was bright and cheer
ful. Most of her time was spent reading and 
knitting for the Unitarian Society. She used 
to do a lot of work for the Anglican Church 
in her younger days. I remember once when 
the Anglican W.A. was catering to a sports 
day, she baked 36 pies. Dad had to take them 
to town on a hay rack. 

Uncle Guy homesteaded just north of Dad's. 
They built one building, half on either side 
of the line, and thus lived together, each 
sleeping on his own quarter, ... a requi
sition for obtaining homestead land. 

Uncle Guy later bought land east of the 
river ... now owned by Wilfred Hill. He 
married Daisy Bullock of Fleming, Sask. 
Three daughters blessed the union. Dorothy 
and Marie both taught school for many 
years ... now are retired. Frances married 
Gordon Lelond. They with their two sons 
reside in Minnedosa. 

Uncle Guy and Aunt Daisy were both mu
sical. They sang in the choir for years. 
When the cantata "Esther" was put on, 
Aunt Daisy played the part of the Queen. Uncle 
Guy had a leading role, also. He sang in a 
qua.rtette at many gatherings. 

When only thirty-five, Aunt Daisy died. 
After her death. the family lived mostly 
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in town. Uncle Guy served" on the council 
for several years. He died of pneumonia in 
1920, as a result of the 'flu. 

Uncle Basil returned to Scotland to complete 
his education at Edinburgh University, where 
he worked with his Uncle Daniel, who was 
chief chemist. Here he met and married Jes
sie Osborne, youngest sister of Daniel Steu
art's wife. With his wife he returned to Can
ada. He helped to build the first elevator in 
Miniota, and for a time was agent here. 

After the death of his wife in 1905, he went 
to B.C. to join the other boys. He married 
again, a nurse from Brandon, Louella Van 
Tassel. In later years he was president ofthe 
Fruit Growers Co-Op in the Okanagan. He 
is now deceased, but his son, Francis, still 
carries on fruit farming there. His daughter 
is married, and lives on the West Coast. 

J. H. STEUART JR. 

I, James H. Steuart married Betty E. Bal
dock of Brighton, England on February 8, 
1942. Our first daughter, Julie Margaret, 
was born April 23, 1943 in Brighton, Eng
land. My wife came to Canada to Miniota 
in March, 1945 and I returned in May of the 
same year. Our second daughter was born 
July 17, 1945 Sandra Jean, in Miniota. Our 
third daughter, Bonnie Henderson, was born 
February 7, 1947 also in Miniota. 

We left Miniota in July 1951 and came to 
Portage la Prairie. In Portage, I have been 
employed by the Department of National 
Defence for nine years as maintenance elec
trician. The past five years I have been em
ployed by Trans Canada Pipe Lines Limited. 
My wife has been employed by Campbell's 
Soup Company for the past three years. 
Previous to this, she was president to the 
Legion Ladies's Auxiliary, where she is 
still a member. 

My oldest daughter is married and has 
two lovely boys. My second daughter, Sandra, 
is personal secretary to Dr. Elias at the 
Health Unit. My third daughter, Bonnie is 
working at the A & W. My oldest boy, Ricky, 
was born in Portage General Hospital on 
June 17, 1952 and Ian was born March 6, 
1955 at the same hospital. 

MR. & MRS THOMAS H. STEWART 

My father, the late Thomas H. Stewart was 
born on July 1, 1867 at Ripley, Ontario. He 
was the youngest of ten children. 

In the late 1880s Dad came to Hamiota and 
visited with his cousin, Jack Stewart. The 
farmers in the Hamiotadistrict were growing 
oats as wheat took too long to ripen. Dad 
heard that wheat would ripen in the Miniota 
district, so he decided to come here. He 
worked for a local farmer for awhile, then he 
and a cousin rented land from Mr; Currie. 

In December, 1897 he married Rachel Kidd 
of Palmerston, and they started married life 
on the farm 1 1/2 miles north and one mile 
east of Miniota. On June 7, 1902 my brother 
Hugh was born, and on October 13, 1906 I 
arrived. A brother and sister died in infancy. 

Starting in 1906 Dad served one term on 
the Municipal Council. 

Dad made his living at several occupations. 
He farmed until the fall of 1908, then he hired 
help to work the farm and we moved into 
Miniota. We lived on Sarah Avenue West for 
awhile, later moving to the house south of the 
United Church. 

In 1908 Dad bought the livery business and 
also the draying business. In 1910 he sold 
the livery business to Mr. J. Warren and he 
continued with the draying. He also had the 
mail and passenger service from the G. T.P. 
Railway, where a box car served as the sta
tion. On January 1, 1911 he took over the 
Massey Harris business, and as well as ma
chinery and repairs, he sold barbwire, furni
ture and oil. In 1913 he started buying grain 
for the Maple Leaf Milling Co., and sold flour 
and feeds. 

Dad and Mother belonged to the Presbyter
ian Church, and Mother took part in Church 
activities, also in various organizations. In 
the olden days Quilting Bees were the order 
of the day. At a quilting bee at our house 
Mother promised the ladies a taste of home
made chokecherry wine, and unknown to the 
hostess, her husband had spike the wine. 
Following the refreshments the quilting was 
adjourned amidst giggles from the guests. 

Dad played the violin. He helped to play 
for local dances .along with George and Fred 
Cole of Two Creeks and others. 
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Mother's first cooking class consisted of 
Myrtle Conway, Gladys Watts and ZelIa Cor
nish. The classes were held in the Municipal 
Office using coal oil stoves. 

When Mother became ill in 1922, the Church 
group presented her with an upholstered easy 
chair. She died in April, 1924. Dad then rented 
the house in town and moved out to the farm. 
He continued working in the elevator until 
June, 1934. He died September 2, 1939 at the 
age of seventy-two. 

DA VID L. STEWART 

I was born on October 13, 1906 and attended 
school in Miniota until 1922. While at school 
I played on the baseball and hockey teams, 
and had my first game of curling when I was 
twelve years old. I enjoyed many years of 
curling. 

I drove the livery for Mr. Grant for three 
winters using a team and open cutter. Trips 
were to Crandall, Beulah, McAuley and Two 
Creeks, and on Sunday to Glenlochar and 
Arrow River with the minister. 

I came out to the farm in the spring of 1922 
where Dad and I engaged in mixed farming. 
In the fall of 1922 we started selling milk 
in Miniota. 

On August 29, 1928 Elizabeth Cannon and I 
were married. When our son Mervyn was born 
in 1929 Doctor Chalmers remarked that he 
thought it was the first time that he had 
brought the father, mother and son into the 
world. 

Our daughter Merle Elizabeth was born in 
1935. The crops looked lovely that July, but 
when we harvested, the yield and sample 
were very poor owing to rust. 

In 1940 we sold our horses and bought a 
tractor for land work. In 1948 I was elected 
to the School Board, and in 1949 to the Mun
icipal Council. 

Hydro power and all weather roads have 
made farm living more enjoyable. 

We sold milk in Miniota until October, 1962. 
We have a few registered Brown Swiss cows 
and a small herd of herefords. 

Mervyn was the first to use a travel-all to 
transport pupils to school in the Mlniota 
Municipal School System. The route was in 
the Beulah district. He then contracted to 
drive a school bus to Hamiota in September 
1966. It is a thirty passenger bus, and is the 
only school bus in the Hamiota district. 
Florence drives it in the summer months. 

Merle married Fred Cole on June 29, 1957. 
They live in Virden and have two girls and a 
boy. Fred is Supervisor ofthe Virden Ele men
tary Schools. 

MR. AND MRS. JAMES STILL 

by Ena Ellerington 

My father, James Still was the youngest 
child of George Still born Feb. 25th, 1864 
at Shelburn, Ontario. His mother died at his 
birth and he was raised and adopted by his 
uncle and aunt, Peter and Ellen Still. He call
ed them dad and mother. When Jim was a lad 
of 14 years he came with the Peter Still 
family to Manitoba. They travelled from Owen 
Sound, through Georgian Bay, through Sault 
St. Marie and Lake Superior by boat. They 
trekked across country to the Red River and 
up that river to a place called Fisher's 
Landing now the City of Winnipeg. Main Street 
was then an old cow path later known as the 
Red River Trail. This was the year 1878. Be
fore Jim left Ontario he had ordered apair of 
shoes. By the time they reached him in 
Manitoba his feet had grown and the shoes 
were really too small. He had to wear them 
anyway causing his toes to grow crooked. 
Shoes were hard to get in those days. 

Eliza Ann Jeffery was born on January 
22nd, 1864, I think in Tilsonburg, Ontario. 
Her parents were of English origin. They 
came from Tilsonburg, to Manitoba when 
Eliza was eight years old, travelling by ox
team from St. Paul, Minnesota. They drove. 
all the summer of 1872 by oxen and caravan 
leading a cow behind for milk supply. The 
youngest brother, Albert was only three weeks 
old when they made this trip. They arrived 
in the fall in time to put up a log house for 
the winter. They too landed at Fisher's Land
ing. The St111s and the Jefferies became 
neighbors. Eliza's mother visited the Stills. 
Mother Jeffery said to Mother Still, "I've 
just the girl for your Jim." So inlater years 

Mervyn married Florence Twigg from Elk- Eliza Ann Jeffery married James Still on 
horn on November 17, 1951, and they live May 6th, 1884, in Greenwood Township, north 
one and one-half miles north of Miniota, and of Winnipeg. James and Eliza Still had eight 
have a family of two boys and two girls. children, three sons and five daughters. 
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Eliza Jane born January 31st, 1885: married 
Jack Bockwell in 1912. She married twice af
ter this: to Mr. Lewis and to Mr. Harry 
Howard. There were no children. She passed 
away in the fall of 1957. Emma Maud wa1! born 
August 23rd, 1887. She married Herb Alling
ham. Emma Maud passed away in 1956, and 
Herb in 1958. Mary Ellen, born May 21, 
1889, married Harry Sawyer. Mary died in 
1952, Harry died in 1961. Peter, born March 
1st, 1891 married Lucy Hickman in 1923. 
They now live in Miniota. Thomas James, 
born January 8th, 1894 married Bessie Con
rad. They now live at Selkirk. George Albert, 
born December 9th, 1896, served in World 
War 1 and died in Belgium of pneumonia in 
1919. Pearl Gladys, born April 1st, 1899 
married Wm. Hickman. They live in Birtle. 
Ena Evelyn married Chris Ellerginton. They 
live in Miniota and their history appears 
elsewhere in this book. 

In 1908, Father and Mother Still brought 
their family by train to Crandall. They lived 
three years on the Crozier farm, moving then 
to Ed. Allingham's for two years. In 1914, 
they bought a farm from Mr. Doig 36-15-26. 
It was called 'Spring Bank Farm.' In 1918 
they sold out and lived with their son, Peter. 
In 1920 they rented Mrs. Currie's farm in 
the Assiniboine Valley. Ena was still at 
home. 

In the fall of 1925 they rented the W m. 
Hyndman farm south and east of Arrow River. 
Two years later they had a sale, keeping 
three cows. They lived with Chris and Ena 
Ellerington at Blaris until the fall of 1928 
when they moved to the Wiggins farm just 
south of the Arrow River corner. About 
1929 they lived with Pick Scutt in the Glen
lochar district, keeping their cows and chick
ens . . In 1932 they lived on the Old Mellor 
farm. As father's health was failing they mov
ed to Miniota in 1933. 

While living in Miniota they celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary which was held 
at the home of Mary and Harry Sawyer on 
May 6th, 1934. There were 31 present at the 
celebration. 

Father had a series of slight strokes so they 
lived for a year in Brandon in order to be 
near his doctor. They came back to live with 
Harry and Mary Sawyer until father died on 
March 13th, 1936 at the age of 72. M()tiier, 
very kind and patient lived with members of 
ner family, until she died at the home of her 
daughter Mrs. Harry Sawyer in July, 1950 
at the age of 86. Both father and mother are 
buried in the Isabella Cemetery. 

THOMAS JAMES STILL 

Thomas James Still was born inGreenwood 
Township, Manitoba, on a homestead in the 
Division of Rockwood (near Stonewall), on 
January 8, 1894. He was the fifth child of 
eight born to James Still and Eliza Ann 
Jeffrey. The names of his sisters and bro
thers were: Jean, Maude, Mary, Peter, Jam
es, George, Pearl and Ena. The Stonewall 
area was very rocky so, in 1896, the family 
moved to a homestead near Plum Ridge, Man
itoba. There James Still attended school for 
six years. The clearing of the land was a 
slow process, for there were many trees, 
and when his father learned from a cousin, 
Jennie Allingham, that the land around Decker 
was clear prairie he decided to make a move. 
In 1907 the family rented the Crozier farm 
at Orrwold (north east of Decker). James went 
to school for a couple of weeks, then quit to 
work on the farm. In 1911 the family moved 
to Sunnybank Farm, near Isabella, which they 
rented from Messrs. Andy and Arthur DOig. 

On the 10th of December, 1917, James 
joined the 34th Battalion, Fort Garry Horse. 
The barracks were set up under the grand
stand at the old exhibition grounds in Win
nipeg. It was cold enough in these quarters 
for the men to find it necessary to wear 
their balaclava (a woolen covering for the 
head and shoulders) and remain fully clothed 
when they retired. However, they were pro
vided with plenty of blankets. Once a week 
they went to the Y.M.C.A. for a bath. After 
three months training, when volunteers were 
asked for, he transferred to the 56th Battal
ion of the machine gun corps and was moved 
to Toronto. There they were quarantined for 
mumps and measles for two weeks. After 
this period, a riot broke out in Quebec City 
because of conscription. Half of the corps 
was moved to Quebec City and half to St. 
Jean (in which he was included) to be a
vailable if needed. The revolt was quelled 
without any need for the soldiers at 
St. Jean. They remained there for one month. 
He then went on the cattle boat, Namptkin, 
from Halifax to a segregation camp at Borley, 
England. While there, spinal meningitis broke 
out, but he was not afflicted with it. He left 
Aldershot, England, two days before the Ar
mistice was signed on November 11,1918, and 
landed in Bologne, France. From Bologne, 
the men went to Camp Abigille for about a 
month. He spent Christmas at Aubin St. 
Vasse. After Etaps, Le Havre, he was sent 
to Rille, Wales, where the unit was de
mohilized and he returned to Halifax on the 
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Empress of Britain. From thence to the dis
charge depot at Minto Barracks on March 
21, 1919. The result was that he never got 
into the fighting but saw a lot of country. 
He was 23 years old when elisted, 25 years 
old when discharged. 

J ames Still came home in the spring of 
1919 to Isabella. He acquired employment at 
Teulon with Dave Woods who had a lumber 
and machinery business. He spent from six to 
eight months there and then went to Kentville, 
Nova Scotia, to work in a logging camp. Mter 
that, Charles Copeland of Teulon hired him 
to work for his brother, Dave Copeland, at 
Palmer, Sask., on a farm. He worked there 
for six months in the summer of 1920. In 
the meantime, his parents had moved to the 
Currie farm in the Assiniboine Valley. Itwas 
here he returned to work for his father from 
1920 to 1925. He ran the threshing outfit, the 
Aultman Taylor separator and 25 horsepower 
International gas engine. The Currie brothers 
(Brodie and Roy) were the last that he can 
remember using this outfit which had threshed 
for about 20 seasons up to that time. The old 
engine sat on the Currie farm for some time 
after that, but he doesn't know what became 
of the old separator. 

In the fall of 1924, he met Be.ssie Lorena 
Conrod. Her brother, Nelson, was renting 
the Warren farm in the Assiniboinevalley and 
she went to cook for him during the threshing 
season. She went to the neighbouring farm of 
Mr. Nick Robinson to help prepare the meals 
when the threshing gang came there and Jim
my was one of the men. By the time Bessie 
had gone back to her home inSelkirkthey had 
planned to marry. He later sent her an engage
ment ring. Mter the harvest, Jimmy and 
Charles Ellerington went to the Wukuska 
mines in northern Manitoba to find work. 
They arrived to find that the mines had 
closed. There was only one train a week 
out so while waiting for it they worked at a 
nearby logging camp for their board. 

On April 20, 1925, Jimmy and Bessie 
were married at her parents' home in Sel
kirk by Canon Swalwell. Together they re
turned to the Assiniboine valley to live with 
his parents. He worked for his father until 
November. Then, he rented an equipped farm 
from Mr. Bradford for half crop shares. 
Here they lived until 1929 and here were born 
three sons: James Gordon on February 20, 
1926, George Everet on June 30, 1927 and 
Ernest Wilburt on November 2, 1928. 

To Bessie, farming was a new experience. 
It was just the type of life she had always 

dreamed of and the countryside was very 
beautiful with its rolling hills and open fields. 
Three neighbouring women became what she 
terms "great friends," for without them it 
would have been a lonely life, because there 
were not many trips to town. These women 
lived on farms within walking distance. They 
were Mrs. P. Iles, Mrs. H. Johnson, and Mrs. 
L. Wiggins. Bessie was kept busy with the 
children, her housework, making her own 
bread and butter, and sometimes soap, can
ning fruit and vegetables. One thing she never 
learned, however, was how to milk a cow. 

Jimmy worked for Mr. Dowell on a farm 
north of Arrow River for two months, then 
moved to the stone house on Chris Ellering
ton's farm for the next six months where a 
fourth son, Charles William, was born on 
December 23, 1929. He was hired by Nicholas 
Robinson from 1931 through to 1932. Their 
only daughter, Almyrna Joyce, was born on 
January 27, 1932, on the Warren place. 

Jimmy worked and lived on the Collier 
farm (which his father had rented) in the 
Glenlochar district for 2 1/2 years. One 
day in 1933, he and his wife and family were 
out picking saskatoons on the Collier farm. 
It suddenly became cloudy in the west and 
kept getting blacker and blacker. They de
cided it was time to go home. Jimmy ran 
ahead with Myrna in his arms. Hail began 
to pelt down. He darted into the barn. The 
others did not see this and after arriving 
at the house they began to wonder what had 
happened to the other two, especially since 
Myrna was just a baby. They set out in the 
hail to find them. Some of the hailstones were 
the size of a small egg. They got bumps and 
bruises all over them. They had to go back 
to the house. Young Billy was yelling out the 
door at the storm "Stop, Stop!" Mter the 
storm had quit, Jimmy was seen coming to
wards the house with Myrna, he was hopping 
along and tossing his arms in the air. The 
frightened Bessie thought he had gone mad. 
Instead, it turned out that he had picked up 
a ball and was throwing it up into the air and 
catching it. However, they made a happy 
ending to the episode, by making ice-cream 
with the hailstones in the ice cream freezer. 

A fifth son, Dennis Conrad, was born in 
1933 on November 24. He was the first child 
born in a hospital. 

In 1934, Jimmy's father sold out his be
longings and moved into Miniota. Jimmy 
hired out to Tom Long on the Rowan place, 
which Tom Long had rented. Here he kept 
11 head of cattle. Mr. Long let him use the 
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buildings and 35 acres of pasture. Four cows 
were milking and they sold some cream. 

Their farming years turned out to be 
next to profitless. For all their stinting 
and plugging along, they had nothing to show 
for it. They spent the depression years 
there and as for many it was a time of des
peration. James and Bessie sold out what 
belonged to them. Good two year old steers 
brought only about $12. a head and cows 
about $20 a head. This was in 1936. 

The family stayed at Bessie's father's 
home, at Old England, near Selkirk, until 
Jimmy was able to clear enough brush to 
build a house on the four acres of property 
he had bought for $300. There was one 
other home closer to the highway, and from 
there in he cut a trail to the house. It was 
a four roomed house, the kitchen and living 
room were combined and there were two bed
rooms downstairs. The whole upstairs was 
one room, where the boys slept. Jim got a 
job at the Manitoba Rolling Mills on the 
shipping gang and spent eight years in their 
employment. While working there, he was 
injured when a load of hot steel tipped over 
and one of his legs was caught unde r the pile. 
It was a complete break and was splintered 
as well. There were also deep burns. He 
was in the hospital for four months and was 
laid up for a year. During this time, he re
ceived compensation and his hospital and 
doctor bills were paid. 

Another son, John Burton, was born on 
June 12, 1938, at the Selkirk General Hos
pital and on December 22, 1939, a son 
Garry Norman. 

Jimmy had gone back to work at the 
Rolling Mill after his injury and was there 
until he joined the Veteran Guards at Fort 
Osborne Barracks on November 2(, 1943. 
He was home just long enough to see his 
eighth son, Kenneth Graham, who was born 
December 7, 1943. 

Jim spent 18 months in the Guards, during 
which time he was stationed at Kapuskasing 
in Northern Ontario, where the prisoners 
worked in the pulp mills and at Lethbridge 
from which he took prisoners to the sugar 
beet fields at Barnwell, Alberta. He was dis
charged on July 31, 1945. He worked as 
watchman on the dredge at Selkirk for the 
rest of the summer. In 1946, he worked at 
the Manitoba Steel Foundries. In 1947, he 
worked for the Motor Country Club, at Lower 
Fort Garry, tending the vegetable garden. 
He worked as a carpenter from 1948 to 

1951. In 1955 he gave two acres of land to 
his son Dennis, who had just married. Var
ious jobs kept him occupied until his retire
ment on a veteran's pension in 1956. He at
tends St. Clements' Anglican Church and 
served on the vestry there. He is also a 
member of the Canadian Legion. 

Seven of the boys are married, as is their 
only daughter. They have 17 grandchildren (10 
boys and 7 girls). 

Gordon is a painter for Jens Magnusson 
and lives at Old England near Selkirk. Everet 
is a leather worker at Kenway's Saddle and 
Leather Co., and lives in Calgary. Ernest 
is a buyer for the Manitoba Hydro and lives 
in Fort Garry, in Greater Winnipeg. William 
is a stationary engineer at the Selkirk Hos
pital for Mental Diseases, and lives in Sel
kirk. Myrna is a clerk in the credit depart
ment of the Sherwin-Williams Co. and is 
married to Michael Cholosky who is a sup
ervisor at the Selkirk Hospital for Mental 
Diseases. They live in Selkirk. Dennis is in 
the personnel department at the Manitoba 
Rolling Mills and lives in Selkirk. John is a 
teletype operator for Midwest Storage in 
Winnipeg and lives at Old England near Sel
kirk. Garry is a research technician for the 
Canadian Department of Forestry, living at 
home. Kenneth is an attendant at the Selkirk 
Hospital for Mental Diseases. 

ROLAND AND ROBERT STOWARD 

The Stowards were of hardy Irish stock. 
The one family, Mr. and Mrs. Roland Stow ard, 
lived on the farm land now owned by Angus 
McKinnon, the buildings having been moved 
across the main road to their present site. 
There were three sons in Roland's family, 
Harry, who died with the fever as a young 
man, and George and Bob. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Stoward moved to 
Enderby, B.C., the youngest son, Bob, ac
companied them. George Stoward carried 
on farming on his father's farm for some 
years. This was in the days of horse power, 
of course. When George decided to quit 
farming, he had a sale and, at that auction 
a nice little Percheron mare sold for over 
$300! George was a victim of the flu epi
demic. 

There was another household of Stowards. 
Robert, a brother of Roland, mentioned above, 
and two sisters, Dora and Sally, lived together 
in a little log house on the land now owned 
by Ken Mitchell. Sally played the organ for 
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some of the Anglican services in the early 
days, when church was held in the school 
house. The Stowards lived quiet lives and were 
laid to rest in the Arrow River cemetery. ' 

GEORGE RANDALL STOWE 

George Randall Stowe came to Canada from 
England in 1882. He worked with a farmer 
near Hamilton, Ont. who supplied milk for 
the town the first few years. He married 
Margaret Ringland here, and their oldest 
daughter Alberta was born. Then in company 
with his brother- in-law, John Ringland a year 
was spent at Muskoka, Ont. working as section 
hands on the railroad. A second daughter 
Annie was born here. The west was calling 
and in the fall of 1888, he came to Birtle, 
and homesteaded the southwest quarter sec
tion 28-14-26, where his granddaughter Erma 
still lives. The following spring his wife and 
daughters came west, and their ,hom~ v.:as 
established. They endured hardshIps of PIO
neering which included a severe siege of 
diphtheria in January 1899, with the nearest 
doctor being Dr. Wheeler at Birtle. The hired 
man had been away, and apparently brought 
the disease as he was the first one ill. All 
the children came through the ordeal except 
the baby of the family, Frank aged two. The 
following year another infant boy was lost, 
but three daughters and three sons compris
ed the grown family. 

The older children had to drive several 
miles to school, either to old Beulah, or to 
Miniota country school, but in 1903 the Omar 
school district was formed and a school 
built about a mile from their home. The 
Stowe home was the recognized boarding 
place for Omar teachers, and two sons chose 
wives from among these, while several others 
:;ettled in the district. Their home was also 
" second home for many homesick young 
people from the old country, who were com
ing to the west at that time. 

In June 1905, at the mar riage of the ir dau
ghter Alberta to John Angus MacDonald, prac
tically the whole community was present for 
the outdoor wedding, and a very good picture 
of this group is a record of the citizens at 
that time. In the days when farmers paid their 
taxes by doing statute labor on the roads, 
Mr. Stowe was foreman for many years. He 
put the first grade through the long slough 
on highway 83 north of Miniota in 1911. 
Before that, travel had to go one mile east 
or west. 

over by the sons, he had time to spend in 
gardening, and many friends came to ~ee 
the profusion of flowers and vegetables WhICh 
seemed to grow so easily for him. He was 
laid to rest in Miniota Cemetery in July 
1928, his wife living until May 1939. 

JOHN STOWE 

by Mrs. J. Stowe 

John was the third child and oldest son of 
George and Margaret Stowe, who came from 
Ontario to the Beulah district in 1888. He was 
born June 7, 1889 on the NW 35-14-26, 
known as the F reed place. Later they located 
onSW 28-14-26. 

Here the family grew up in pioneer condi
tions. They were some miles from school or 
town but usually had some Indian ponies to 
ride' and drive. A good deal of their summer 
time was spent in herding cattle. There was 
plenty of slough land for pasture and hay, 
and though prices were very moderate, it 
contributed to their income. 

Jack as he was vest known, was a gun en
thusiast and went moose hunting in the Riding 
Mts. with much older men before the Park 
was established. In those days it was quite 
a trek with horses and sleighs. During the 
two wars, the hard times of the thirties, 
and the years of married life when the child
ren were small, these hunting trips lapsed, 
but taken up again after retiring from the 
farm. It was a mere few hours trip in the 
car then. He had hunted in the big game 
season prior to his death in January '58. 
He was a natural machinist and was one of 
the first in the neighborhood to own a portable 
gasoline engine. This was rigged on sleighs, 
with a grain crusher and a circular saw, 
with which he went around doing custom work 
for the neighbors. His horses always looked 
like a show team and were trained to ignore 
a rifle shot. He picked up many a coyote in 
his travels. 

When the Omar School was built about 1904, 
the Stowe home was a recognized boarding 
place for the teachers. He dutifully met the 
train at the C.P.R. station in Miniota on 
April 1, 1910, when Mabel WeidenhalT!er 
came from Deloraine to take up teachmg 
duties. While it wasn't love at first sight, 
a mutual attr"ction developed during the one 
and a quarter years she was there and he 
journeyed to Deloraine January 6, 1914 for 

Mter the active work of the farm was taken their marriage. 
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Their first home was the" Mitchell" house 
in a sheltering bluff on SW 20-14- 26. In 
1917 they built a house a mile west (W. 
Slinger of Birtle the carpenter) near the 
present Highway 83. They moved into the 
new house in October of 1917 with Norma, 
two years old, and Edwin, three months old, 
who is carrying on the farm work there 
now. There were all the ups and downs of 
farm life. By the time the children were of 
school age, the municipal system provided 
vans to take them to school in town. They all 
attended Sunday School at the United Church 
as they became old enough and took their 
share of responsibility in other organiza
tions. Mrs. Stowe was a teacher in Sunday 
School for years, served for periods as 
secretary of W.A., W.M.S. and W.I., was 
recording member of the Session for almost 
twenty-five years. 

During the dry years of the thirties, they 
gave hospitality to many a caravan of fam
ilies moving north from the dried out sou
thern areas. Though the crops in the Miniota 
area were light, they were never without 
seed and feed those years and felt privileged 
to share with the less fortunate. Their first 
Model T car was purchased in 1917 and the 
first farm tractor, a Fordson, in 1920. 

Four more children were added to their 
family - Dora Edna and Dorothy Marie, born 
at the farm January 11, 1921, with Dr. R. 
K. Chalmers and Grandma Stowe in atten
dance; George Andrew, born June 6, 1925, 
in the house south of the United Church 
(Mrs. R. B. Edmundson of Beulah was Matron 
of her Nursing Home there); and Charles 
Lorne, born June 17, 1927, when the hospital 
was in charge of Nurse Mary Beard in the 
rooms over the Hodnett store. Dr. Chalmers 
was present at all these births. 

Norma was a student in the first Grade 
XII class taught in Miniota in 1931-32, 
organized with the help of J. W. Clarke, 
Supervisor of Municipal Schools. A fee of 
eighty dollars was asked for each student, 
and this paid the salary of the extra teacher 
needed. She trained at Brandon General 

baffle the enemy whose submarines were 
sinking boats at a high rate at that time. 
The EI Nil, on which they sailed, later 
met this fate. From S. Africa volunteers 
were asked to go to N. Africa, nearer the 
war zone, so she went with a group from 
Durban, sailing up the east coast. In Egypt 
she met F /0 A. D. Nicolson of Winnipeg. 
They were married in Cairo on April 14, 
1944 and returned to Canada in October. 
After trying civilian life a few years, Don 
re-enlisted in the Air Force, becoming an 
experienced helicopter pilot. They were 
transferred several times, their last term 
being in the camp at Cold Lake, Alta. They 
retired into Edmonton where their son and 
daughter are attending university. 

Edwin John's story will be under another 
heading. 

Dora became an R.N. at Brandon General 
Hospital in 1943. She later went to Winni
peg and worked at the Victoria. She married 
Gardner James Kendall June 8, 1946. He had 
served in the R.C.A.F., continuing his stu
dies to be an accountant after discharge. 
He took employment with the Trans Canada 
Air lines (later Air Canada). They were 
transferred to Montreal from Winnipeg in 
1962. They have two girls and two boys. 

Dolly received her Grade XII in Miniota 
and took Teacher's Training at Brandon. 
She taught one year at Wynona country 
school, which she remembers with plea
sure, the people were so fri~ndly. She was 
one year at Isabella and one year in Birtle. 
The old school at Birtle burned down the 
first week of the term - September 1943-
and two rooms were arranged in the Town 
Hall to use until further accomodation was 
built. She was married in the Miniota United 
Church to John E. Finkbeiner July 21, 1944. 
They have lived on the home farm, east of 
Isabella, since. They have two daughters, 
Jan at present taking a commercial course 
at Success Business College, Winnipeg and 
Susan in Grade IV. A baby boy, William 
Geoffrey, died at birth March 8, 1951. 

Hospital, graduating in May 1938, Gold Med- George Andrew quit school to enlist in 
allist of the class. She nursed at Brandon the R.C.A.F. in April 1943, trained to be a 
and the Ninette Sanitorium. In 1941 she join- rear gunner and was overseas and corn-
ed a group of nurses going to South Africa pleted a tour of operations before hostili
at the request of the government there. ties ceased in 1945. He farmed for awhile 
They l~ft Montreal about Christmas time - and was married to Muriel Goodings at An
calling at New York, Trinidad and across gusville March 28, 1952. They moved in to 
the South Atlantic. The late Angus McKin- town; he did blacksmithing and repair work. 
non was C.P .R. agent here at that time When the Trans Canada Pipe Lines was put
and many were the telegrams he phoned ting their crossing through the Assiniboine, 
changing the date of departure. This was to west of town, he took employment with them 
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and is now foreman of Station 17 at Regina, 
Sask. They have three girls, Ernestine, Mil
dred and Margaret (twins) and a boy, Ernest 
John. 

Charles Lorne helped with the farming 
while the older boys were overseas. After 
their return, he adventured a bit, working 
at mining in Northern Ont. and Yellowknife, 
N.W.T. He enlisted for the Korean War in 
the R.C.R.'s in 1951, was home for his last 
leave in July 1952, sailing from Vancouver 
via the north route, soon after. He was there 
only about a month when he was killed in 
action. He is buried in the United Nations 
Cemetery at Pusan, Korea. 

In 1942, with all the family away but Char
lie, a baby girl, Sharon Ruth, was adopted. 
In November 1946, Mr. and Mrs. Stowe and 
Sharon moved into town, where she soon 
began her schooling, and took music les
sons from Mrs. A. Spalding. She took a 
practical nurses' training after high school 
and worked at Clearwater Lake Hospital 
near The Pas and in Winnipeg. She is now 
married to Alexander Ratte, and they live 
in Ft. Rouge, Man. 

Jack worked on the municipal road ma
chinery after retiring, until his health began 
to fail. He died suddenly January 28, 1958 
and is laid to rest in the Miniota Cemetery. 
Mrs. Stowe has kept a boarder at times 
and continues to enjoy life among many good 
friends in Miniota. 

EDWIN JOHN STOWE 

Edwin was the oldest son of John and Mable 
Stowe, born at their farm home July 20. 
1917. He attended school in Miniota but was a 
farmer at heart, and one of the high school 
dropouts to take the place of a man at the 
farm work. He spent a couple of winters 
working in the Swan River area. He joined up 
as a gunner in the 17th Field RCA in the 
spring of 1941, and after training at Camp 
Petawawa they were convoyed by the North 
Atlantic route to England thatfall. Most of his 
participation in the war was in Italy but he was 
also in France, Holland, Belgium and Germa
ny. He retured safely on the Queen Elizabeth 
in Oct. 1945. Plans were soon made to take 
over the farm, his parents moving into town 
the following year. After trying bachelor life 
for a while, he decided a housekeeper might 
be an advantage. Alma Loeppky, Emerson, 
Man. came to take that position. A year later 
they were married. They have three boys 
and three girls, John, Frank, Anita, Robert, 

Patricia and Kathleen. They farm two sec
tions of land which Edwin took upfrom where 
his father left off the neighborhood work 
among the livestock and has a commendable 
herd of Hereford cattle along with other 
stock. School friends of th" elL'dren from 
town are often at the far ill enjoying horse 
back riding and other interests. Alma is 
proficient at serving meals and lunches to 
all on Sunday which the hunters from the 
city especially enjoy. The family attend 
the United Church, the children have been 
in the church groups as well as 4-H and 
Scouts. 

A poet wrote: - "Let me live in a house 
by the side of a road, and be a friend to 
man." This is the situation Edwin finds 
himself in frequently as calls for help come 
from someone in difficulty along the highway. 

Farming is a challenging life, to face up 
to the weather hazards, the increasing costs, 
and the general trend of modern thinking. 

HENRY (HARRY) STOWE 

by Mrs. H. Stowe 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Stowe 

Henry (Harry) Stowe was born November 
23, 1893. He was the fifth of the seven child
ren of Mr. and Mrs. George Stowe. Harry 
received his education at Omar School. He 
was Overseas during World War 1. 

On June 28th, 1927 he married Ethel Leary 
in Miniota. One daughter, Erma Margaret, 
was born. She is married to William Kelly. 
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They have four daughters - Phyllis, Doreen, 
Myrna and Judy. 

Except for being away during the W ar Harry 
spent all his life on the farm which his father 
homesteaded - 28 14 26. I still live here. 

Harry was fond of horses and always had 
a good team of drivers. I well remember one 
ride from Miniota in the winter. We had the 
team and sleigh. The bottom of the sleigh 
was covered with tin and I wa.s sitting on a 
box. The box kept sliding on the tin. With one 
arm around the baby and the other one 
hanging onto the side of the sleigh box, 
it was quite a ride as we made the eight 
miles home in twenty minutes. 

After a few years Jf failing health, Harry 
passed away on August 24th, 1964. 

THE STRACHAN HISTORY 

by Wm. Strachan 

John Forbes Strachan was born Feb. 28, 
1869 at Mill of Co1quhork(farmname) Towie, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, one of a family 
of ten - two brothers and seven sisters. 

Christian Ogston (Mrs. Strachan) was born 
Sept. 27, 1868 at Aberdour, Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland, one of a family of four - two bro
thers and one sister. 

They were married August 19, 1903 at 
Huntly Arms Hotel in Aberdeen and came to 
Canada in June 1905, bringing with them a 
Clydesdale stallion and three Collie dogs. 
They stayed with a brother Alex Strachan at 
Melita, Man. until after harvest; coming to 
Miniota in search of land accompanied by a 
Mr. John Drysdale of Melita. 

The farm originally comprised of 1/2 sec
tion N 1/2, 28-14-26 W; later buying E1/2 
of 29-14-26 (school land). The north east 
1/4 of 28-14- 26 belonged to Harold Jones of 
Maitland in the County of Grenville, Out. 
In 1897 William Buzza purchased it Nov. 
27. The NW 1/4 was purchased by Wm. 
Buzza from Samuel P. Buzza April 5, 1900 
and on Dec. 20, 1905, J. F. Strachan pur
chased the 1/2 section from Wm. Buzza. 
In 1912 the S 1/2 of 33-14-26, also SE 1/4 
of 32-14-26 was bought from Wm. Harold 
Frazer. 

Mrs. Strachan and her only daughter, 
Janelle, now Mrs. Elmer Houck of Hamiota, 

spent their first night in Miniota in what was 
the Miner residence. 

The only son William J. was born at the 
home farm with Dr. R. K. Chalmers in at
tendance. 

<Janelle and I (Bill) attended school at 
Omar (O'Callaghan, McKee, Armstrong and 
Ringland) the first trustees, hence its tame) 
walking the mile and a half norning ~ ad af
ternoon except on very stormy winter days. 
In 1917 we went to Beulah School providing 
our own transportation until the municipal 
school board was introduced of which J. F. 
Strachan was a trustee for 15 years. 

In 1917 J. F. Strachan exhibited a sample of 
fall rye at the Man. Soil Products Exhibition 
at Winnipeg placing first; then this was sent 
to the International Soil Products Exposition 
in Peoria, Illinois where it was awarded the 
sweepstake award of a silver eup. 

The type of farming was diversified -
grain, cattle, sheep, poultry and exception
ally well-trained collie dogs. 

At the time the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail
way was being built 1906-07 Mrs. Strachan 
churned all the cream and sold butter and 
eggs to the construction camp. During World 
War I, I recall delivering eggs to section 
foremaJ..;. J. Woolgard at the G. T. Station 
and receiving 85~ a dozen. 

My parents spent 40 years on the farm, 
retiring to Miniota in 1945 where anew house 
was built on the site of the George Cornish 
residence. My father's health failed rapidly 
and he passed away July 10, 1946 at the age 
of 77 years, five months. 

We have in our possession a solid marble 
clock, presented to Mother by her school 
pupils in 1897. It rUllS perfectly yet. 
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Mother passed away Jan. 9, 1955, age 87 
years 3 1/2 months. 

The farm was purchased by Mr. W. E. 
McDonald from me in Nov. 1948 and I lived 
with mother dOing trucking for an occupation. 

December 1955 I married Shirley Davidson 
of Decker, Man. and we have two sons - Da
vid who is six and Douglas, two. 

J. STROMNESS 

by H. Castle 

J. Stromness originally came from Bergen, 
Norway. He first went to South Dakota, U.S.A. 
where he farmed for several years. 

In 1902 he came with his wife andfamily to 
the above mentioned land in the valley (Sec. 
23-13-27). 

He farmed there until 1916 when he sold 
out and went to Florida, U.S .A. to raise fruit. 

Both he and his wife have passed on but their 
numerous family are still living around Lutz, 
Florida. 

Mr. Allan Struthers 

ALLAN BARKER STRUTHERS 

by granddaughter Jean Cook 

My grandfather was born in Kilmarnock, 
Scotland in 1840. He was an agriculturist 
and raised sheep and Clydsdale horses. He 
married Margaret Allison and they came to 
Canada with their family, Jessie, Margaret, 
Jane and Allan in the year 1882. The jour
ney from Winnipeg by oxcart took three weeks. 
He worked in the Burnbank District which is 
the west Two Creeks area. He then homestead
ed Sec. 16-13-27 on the south side of the 
creek from where Jack Thompson now lives 
in the Two Creeks district. This site was 
chosen because there was plenty of wood and 
water and it was situated between two creeks. 
This is how that district got it':s Rame. 

The family lived in tents until the fall 
when a sod shanty, 14 by 16 was built. To 
build a sod shanty the sods were ploughed 
from a slough because the slough grass was 
tough, reinforcing fibre which helped to hold 
the sods together. Most plows in those days 
were one furrow of fourteen to sixteen feet 
wide. The sods were cut into 2 foot lengths 
with a sharp spade and loaded on a stone 
boat then drawn by oxen to the building site. 
The sod blocks were laid two wide and plac
ed with broken joints, like bricks. Every 
third layer was placed cross-wise to seal the 
wall. This made the wall from twenty eight 
to thirty inches thick. When the walls were 
up they were then shaved down and squared 
with a sharp spade. This made it easier to 
cover inside and a neater finish on the out
side. The roof was usually made of poles. 
They were used for rafters. Thinner sods 
were laid on top of poles and then grass 
piled on that. The rain very rarely came 
through. The floors were earthen. 

The worst pests were the mosquitoes and 
snakes. At night the family would always 
check the beds to make sure there were 
no snakes under the blankets. All foods, 
especially flour and oatmeal were kept in 
barrels and tightly covered. In the ravine 
north of the buildings the snakes were so 
numerous they coiled on the hillside faCing 
the sun. The side hill was shale and at times 
the shale would give way and the snakes 
would slide to the bottom. There were even 
snakes on the trees. I believe there are only 
a few snakes there now. 

A few acres of land were cleared of scrub 
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etc., the first year with a team of oxen. The 
oxen were driven with a yoke between their 
heads. If the farmer wanted the oxen to turn 
right or left he said 'Gee' or 'Haw' . In later 
years horses were driven in the same 
manner. In the spring the seed was broad
cast by hand. Every year more land was 
broken .up. When the mosquitoes were bad 
and the summer sun very hot, the oxen 
would take off, plow and all, to the nearest 
slough and stand in the water. Nothing would 
move them until they felt like moving. 

Grandfather was the first settler to have 
sheep and the wolves were a real menace. 
He was also the first settler to have an 
imported purebred Clydesdale stallion, which 
was named and registered "Glenburn". He 
also imported a sheep dog, named "Nero." 
It arrived at the same time. 

The wheat that was grown the first years 
of farming had to be hauled to the mill at 
Birtle by oxen. It was very slow travelling 
with deep snow, no trails and blizzards to 
contend with. It would often take a week to 
make the trip. once in the spring when grand
father made the trip to the Birtle mill he 
crossed the river near where the old west 
bridge used to stand. When he arrived in 
Birtle he found that the mill was broken 
down. The operator had to make a trip to 
Portage la Prairie for the repair which 
would take a week. Grandfather stayed in 
Birtle until he got back and did odd jobs 
around town far his room and board. on the 
way· home with his flour, oatmeal and few 
groceries he came to the river and found 
that the snow had melted and there were a 
few inches of water on the ice. The oxen 
refused to go on it. It took a lot more time 
and patience before he persuaded them to 
go across. The women folk were really 
worried about this trip. Night after night 
a lighted lamp was placed in the window 
of the sod shanty as a guide. 

In the summer of 1884 there was a ferry 
crossing Sec. 11-13- 27 which operated at 
certain hours. Charges were as follows, one 
cow, 10 cents: one horse 10 cents: a team 
of horses 15 cents. 

Grandfather often walked to Elkhorn for 
groceries etc. John McLeod had the first 
store and post office there in a tent in the 
year 1882. His daughter, Molly, built and 
operated a store there years later. 

gErt the harvest done as there were not many 
machines in the district then. The crew 
would consist of 16 to 18 men with so many 
stook teams. In the crew there was a fire
man, engineer, separator man, and tank 
man and it took two men to cut the bands on 
the sheaves before they were put in the 
separator. There was not a blower on the 
separator so two or three men had to stack 
the straw by hand. All the grain had to be 
bagged. If it rained the farmer was expected 
to board and room the men as they had no 
place to go. In later years the grain was 
put into stacks and did not need so big a crew. 

In the fall the prairie fires were very bad. 
They would burn for miles and miles on the 
prairies. The harness was always left on 
the oxen in readiness to plow fire guards 
and to back fire. 

It was a very lonely life for the first set
tlers, especially the women. There were 
not many neighbors until later years. When 
more settlers moved in they visited back 
and forth with the Lindsays, Medleys, Proc
tors and Freaklys. Entertainment consisted of 
card parties, games and music. 

The winters were very rough with snow 
and blizzards. Many a time a lamp was put 
in the window to let the men see the way 
from the stable to the house. In summer 
water had to be carried irom the Ravine 
for drinking, cooking and washing. Home
made soap and a scrub board were used 
for washing. 

Grandfather raised a few cattle and always 
had a vegetable garden and potato patch. In 
those days when planting the potatoes, my 
grandfather was very particular. The potatoes 
had to be cut just perfect with two eyes on 
each potato. It was turned over and over 
before it was cut. 

The children attended west Two Creeks 
school. Jessie married Tom Reece of Win
nipeg; Margaret became the wife of Matthew 
Black, Two Creeks; Jane married Jack Beat
tie, Miniota; Allan married a Scotch girl, 
Jessie Dunlop. 

My grandmother died in 1905 and was bur
ied in the Elkhorn cemetery. My grandfa
ther stayed on the farm for a few years 
and hired help. He travelled a stallion through 
the Two Creeks and Wynona District. 

At first they had a horse power threshing Some years later he left the farm and 
machine. In later years they owned a steam went to live with his son Allan at Swift Current 
engine and separator. It took a long time to Sask. In his last year he came back to live 
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with his daughters, Jessie, Margaret and 
Jane. He passed away at the home of his 
daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Matthew Black, Two Creeks on the 27th of 
Feb. 1924 at the age of 84. He was buried 
beside his wife in the Elkhorn cemetery. 

THOMAS STUBBINS 

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Hettie (Sararas) 
Stubbins came west from Howeck Township, 
county of Huron, Ontario. in 1882, with their 
~amily. Mr. Stubbins, an English soldier 
who had served as a general in the Boer 
War, homesteaded in the Arrow River dis
trict. He was one of the pioneer mail car
riers and took an active interest in school 
affairs. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Stubbins 
were three boys, Jim Tom, Henry and Lecky, 
and four girls, Jane Elizabeth, Agnes, Annie 
and Emmy Anne. Jim Tom, as he was known, 
lived wher~ Les Lelond now resides. His 
sister, Annie, kept house for him for a 
time. Then he went east and married Roxy 
Clark. They farmed in the Hodgeville, Sask
atchewan, area. Their only daughter, Teresa, 
passed away from appendicitis while still 
a child. They also lost a son in infancy. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Stubbins are de
ceased, but Jim Tom is still remembered 
in the Arrow River district as one of the 
best of the old time fiddlers, and he also 
called off at dances. 

Henry Stubbins also answered the call "Go 
West, young man," and took up land near 
Hodgeville. He married Jennie McPherson 
from Harmsworth and had two sons, Arthur 
and James by this marriage. Some time 
later, his wife passed away. Henry married 
Clara McDonald and their home was blessed 
with two sons and three daughters. Henry 
passed away some years ago. 

Leckie lives at Wolseley, Sask., and has 
three daughters. Jane Elizabeth marriedWm. 
Elliott (see Elliott history). Agnes mar
ried John Irvine of Kincardine, Ontario, 
who came to Crandall as a boy. Both are 
deceased. Of the children, Pearl, Blanche, 
Cecil, Henry, Garth, Esther, May, Fay, Kit
chener and Roy, the latter two live in this 
area. Roy is married and farms north of 
Isabella and Kitchener also married and 
farms near Shoal Lake. 

Anne passed away some years ago at her 
home in Arrow River. 

Mrs. Stubbins was laid to rest in the 
Bennett cemetery near Virden. There is no 
one living on that section of land today, 
which supported several families in early 
days. 

JOHN SUNLEY 

by J. E. Sunley 

John Sunley was born near Guelph, Ontario, 
January 2nd, 1864. Before coming west in 
1889, he worked at tempering in an axe fac
tory at Galt, also with the Canada Carriage 
Company, making buggies. In 1884, he mar
ried Mary Elizabeth Laurason of Guelph. Be
fore coming to Manitoba, two daughters 
were born, Ethel and Norma. 

John came out on a harvest excursion to 
Virden in 1889. He soon got a job with a 
farmer by the name of Alex Forsythe, after 
making Alex's binder tie for him, which had 
been giving trouble. Mter harvest, he came 
north to Miniota, where his brother, George, 
and David J. Hill lived and had taken home
steads three miles south west of Blaris 
school. 

John bought a yoke of oxen and rented a piece 
of land about a mile north east of George's 
farm that had a small frame house, and sta
ble and shed that he used for a blacksmith 
shop. This building site was on the side of 
8. hill overlooking Pocket's Lake, named af
I;er a family of that name. He then com
menced blacksmithing, mostly sharpening 
breaking-plow shares, disks and harrows 
and making repairs when needed. Two years 
later, in 1891, Mrs. Sunley and the two girls 
came west to Virden, as it was the only rail
way near, at the time. The family lived by 
Pocket's Lake until December, 1894. While 
there, anoiher daughter, Myrtle, was born. 
One Sunday, Mrs. Sunley, with Ethel and 
Norma, arrived home from Blaris Church 
and Sunday School, which was held in the 
school. They were driving one of their oxen, 
single, in the buckboard. The ox took them 
on top of the sod stable, which was built into 
the bank. It was quite common in those days 
for oxen to take their passengers, or plows, 
or whatever they were pulling, into the 
slough for a drink, (I mean for the oxen). 

Annie, who married Mr. Clerke, lives at Common names for oxen were: Rum and 
Kinniard, B.C. By a former marriage, Annie, Butter, Buck and Bright, Pat and Mike, 
as Mrs. Collins, had three children, Emmy but possibly one of the former names was 
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the cause of their behaviour. The writer of 
this is quite sure they were called stronger 
names as well. 

Two weeks before Christmas, in 1894, 
John was out dOing the morning chores, 
when Mrs. Sunley, with the three girls in 
their night clothes, came rushing out to 
the stable as over-heated stove pipes had 
set the house on fire. Before help could 
arrive, and as there were no telephones 
and transportation was slow in. those days, 
the house and contents were consumed and 
they were unable to save anything. Good 
neighbors and relatives helped wonderfully 
that winter. Six weeks after the fire, on 
January 25th, 1895, their first son was 
born, named John Ellery in the log house 
and home of David Hill's (already well filled 
with Hills). 

The following spring, John bought the south 
half of 25-14-26, from a Mr. Simpson, for 
around four hundred dollars. Blaris school 
was located on an acre in the extreme south 
east corner of the farm. A short distance 
north of the school, with a bluff between 
the Sunley home was built, a small two
storey frame house. A stable and another 
blacksmith shop was also built. A well was 
dug, between the house and school, with an 
ample supply of water at eighty two feet. 
A windmill was added later and used until 
modern pumping engines took over. Once 
again, John carried on the blacksmith trade, 
work being brought many miles on foot, by 
ox carts and wagons. There were few horses 
before 1900. He kept a man to break up new 
land and work the farm. On May 27, 1902, 
another son was born, Ernest Laverne, com
pleting the family. About 1910, John gave up 
the blacksmith work, bought another quarter 
section and continued farming. 

In those pioneer years, both Mr. and Mrs. 
Sunley were active in helping build up the 
community life in the Blaris district. John 
served on the school board and helped all 
activities. One winter, he and John Clark, 
William Rowles and Frank Campbell curled 
together in the first curling rink in Arrow 
River and won a prize of popcorn at their 
local bonspiel. John Clark had the first 
Model "T" Ford in the Blaris district in 
1913, and John Sunley was next with a Model 
"T" in 1914, carbide lights first, then pres
to gas, then electric lights run from magneto. 
One had to race the engine for a good light. 
The horn, a rubber bulb-type, squeeze it and 
it would honk (some horse and buggies would 
leave the road). 

Mrs. Sunley was always active in the work 
of the Church and the Women's Missionary 
Society. She was recording secretary for a 
good many years. She boarded the carpenters 
and men who built both churches, which is 
recorded elsewhere in this history of the Bla
ris community. She also boarded the men who 
installed the first telephone system in the 
district. Many hundreds of pounds of flour 
were baked into bread for bachelors for sev
eral miles around. 

The earliest Sunday School picnics were 
held in the school grounds with John Clal'k 
handing out oranges and peanut scrambles 
for all the youngsters. Long tables were 
set in the shade of Sunley's bluff for a 
sumptuous supper. After the first church 
was built, the picnic site was changed to 
Henry Wilson's farm, a little south of the 
church, now owned by Glen Sunley, former
ly owned by Frank Palmsr. The Palmers 
now reside in Hamiota. Those picnic grounds 
were where the Blaris baseball club never 
failed to practise on a Saturday night. There, 
too, many a game of ball was played with 
Arrowton, Crandall, Miniota, Beulah and 
Isabella, until the latter and Blaris joined 
forces. Blaris was noted for its spirit of 
unity in all phas_es. 

The second church that was built was a 
union of Methodist and Presbyterian, twelve 
years before the United Church of Canada 
was formed in 1925. The pioneers of the 
Blaris community stood together in hard 
times and good, and endeavored to even 
improve the good times. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Sunley retired from 
their farm in 1927, to live in Isabella, 
where John carried on his handicraft hob
by of woodwor. making many notable articles, 
until his health failed. He passed away in 
1941. Mrs. Sunley enjoyed reasonably good 
health until her ninety-fifth year and passed 
on in 1956. 

The remaining members of the family 
are as follows: Ethel married A. Schofield 
of Miniota, and both are now deceased; 
Norma, who married George Torrance, of 
Blaris and now of Miniota, passed away 
in January 1966; Myrtle married A. L. 
Decker and now lives in Hamiota; Ellery, 
who married Jessie Bell of Blaris, now 
of Hamiota, passed away very suddenly 
on the last day of 1965; Ernie married 
Allie Miller of Blaris and resides on the 
home farm at Blaris. 

The old Blaris school of 1885 has been 
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purchased by Ernie and moved up with 
his other buildings and is now used as a sub
stantial farm machine shop. The acre and 
a half of the school grounds is transferred 
back to the former owner and is growing 
grain. The tall evergreens that border 
the east si~e of the grounds stand as a 
memorial to the Blaris school site and the 
pioneer hands that planted them. 

ERNEST L. SUNLEY 

Having been born on this farm, south 
half of 25-14-26, Municipality of Miniota, 
I feel worthy of being called a native. It is 
situated in a rolling area of mixed pasture 
and cultivated land, kitty-cornered by a wood
ed ravine that runs in the spring or after 
very heavy rains. 

We have an ample water supply, a drilled 
well eighty-five feet deep, formerly operat
ed by a windm11l, then by gas engine, and 
now by electricity. 

I rented this half section, along with the 
north west quarter of 8-14- 25 from my 
father, John Sunley, in 1927, and purchased 
it in 1936. At this time, we were engaged 
in mixed farming, the producing of grain, 
livestock, cream and eggs, until 1952, when 
straight grain farming was adopted. In 1946, 
the south west quarter of 24-14-26wasbought 
from Frank Palmer, making up a section of 
land being farmed at present. A tractor has 
~een used exclusively since 1942. The high
lIght of the year 1944, was the addition of 
rubber tires to the tractor, and the purchase 
of our first combine, where you could sit down 
to thresh. 

Our present frame house, of eight rooms, 
started by my father in 1896, and completed 
in 1902, is still quite substantial. The house, 
which is now heated by propane gas, was 
formerly heated by wood, coal and oil. 

Blaris school, built in 1885, was situated 
on one and a half acres in the south-east 
corner of this farm and has been an im
portant local landmark ·of thiscommtuiity. 
The school has been moved in recent years 
into our farmyard and used as a work shop. 
The border of spruce trees still stands as ar. 
historical reminder of those early years. 

My wife, formerly 'Allie Miller of Blaris, 
myself and our family of five, all received 
our elementary education at this school. La·· 
ter, we boarded the teacher for a good num
ber of years. I served as a trustee for Ward 

Three on the Miniota Municipal School board, 
for a period of eight years. 

Our family of five living (one son died soon 
after birth) consists of the following, start
ing with the eldest: 

Clarence Laverne was an air frame me
chanic in the R.C.A.F. during World War 
II. In 1946, after his discharge, he built 
and operated a machine shop in Isabella until 
1957, when he accepted a position with Can
cade Bros. Manufacturing Company in Bran
don. In 1965, he went to work for Hamilton 
and Jones, welders and manufacturers, where 
he is still employed. During his years of 
business in Isabella, he invented and patented 
a repac oflfilter cartridge that is used 
quite extensively on tractors, combine mo
tors and trucks. He was married in 1949 
to Margaret Page, of Beulah, and they and 
their three children reside in Brandon. 

John Raymond lives and is employed onthe 
home farm. He spent one year as a qualified 
egg grader at Miniota Creamery. 

Allie Marie married Burton Johnston, living 
on the farm at Isabella until 1955, when they 
moved to Foxwarren, Manitoba, where he is 
employed as a grain buyer for Manitoba Pool 
Elevators. They have two children living, and 
one, Freddy, who died in 1957 at the age of 
nine. 

William Glen married Faye Cottingham of 
Birtle in 1957 and is living "'em the farm pur
chased from G. W. Torrance. They have three 
children living, one twin daughter, Nancy 
Jean, died a few days after birth in 1963. 

Beverley Jean, our youngest, married Edson 
Doran of Isabella in 1957 and they, with their 
two daughters and one son, reside on the 
Arrow Head farm north of Isabella. 

That, with the addition of eleven living 
grandchildren, completes our family up to 
date. 

One of the highlights of our family activi
ties is the Annual Hill and Sunley Clan picniC, 
which has been held since 1946, usu:1.l1y at 
Shoal Lake Narrows. 
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ALEC SUCKlE 

by Mrs. Teena Kolac 

Alex Suckie was married in Portage la 
Prairie and moved from the St. Lazare area 
to Quadra as C.N.R. section foreman. Mr. 
and Mrs. Suckie had three of afamily: Annie, 
born in 1916; Margaret, born in 1920; 
Walter, born in 1923. 

Annie took a secretarial course and is now 
with her mother in Vancouver, B.C. Margaret 
trained for a nurse in St. Joseph's hospital 
in Toronto and is now Mrs. H. Coole of that 
city. Walter is employed in North Burnaby, 
B.C. 

Mr. Suckie worked as C.N.R. employee for 
all of forty years and was well-known among 
the men of our community. He passed away 
in 1954, after a period of poor health. The 
Suckie family were well respected and left 
many friends in the district. Mrs. Suckie 
retired in Vancouver and visits the district 
occasionally. 

JOHN GUTHRIE AND 

DON ALD SUTHERLAND 
John Guthrie Sutherland, son of Donald 

Sutherland and his wife. Barbara Guthrie. 

Donald Sutherland's History 
Out in front of Barbara's house, Arrow 
River .. L to R Mrs. D. Sutherland, Donalrl 
Sutherland, Mrs. Astele (M attie), Mrs. 
Bruce Wallace (Barbara). 

was born on June 27, 1839, in the Orkney 
Islands. He spent his boyhood on the island 
and received his education in the village 
where he was born. His attendance at school 
ended, when he was twelve years of age and 
he began to earn his living in the fishing 
business. At a tender age, he left home 
and went to Edinburgh, where he was ap
prenticed to the carpenters' trade, obtaining 
the certificate of a Master Joiner. He later 
got a job on a sailing vessel as the ship's 
carpenter and sailed allover the world 
visiting most of the important ports. He 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean twenty-three 
times. He was in Calcutta, India, where cho
lera was killing people by the thousands and 
was in Boston at the time when Abraham 
Lincoln was assassinated. Later, he and his 
brother, Donald, established the firm of J. 
and D. Sutherland, building contractors, in 
Leith, Scotland, where he was engaged in 
business for several years. 

John Guthrie Sutherland was united in mar
riage to Magdalene Thomson on April 2, 
1874. Magdalene Thomson was the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Thomson of Or mis- . 
ton, Edinburghshire, Scotland. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland emigrated to Can
ada in 1874 and made their home in Toronto. 
While in Toronto, Mr. Sutherland carried on 
his trade as a carpenter. He designed and 
built the first two-storey buildings on Yonge 
Street. 

Eight children were born of this union: 
Isabella Smith Thomson Sutherland was born 
in Toronto, May 28, 1875. She received her 
education in Edinburgh, Grand Valley and 
Blaris school. She became the wife of W. J. 
Hill, living for some years in the Blaris 
district, later moving to White Rock, B.C. 
The Hills were blessed with seven children: 
Magdalene who became a teacher; Isabel, 
Susan, Joan and Grace, who are nurses; 
Donald, who is Flight Lieutenant, a pilot 
instructor with the R.C.A.F.; John, on the 
home farm at White Rock, B.C. Mrs. Hill 
passed away on May 11, 1956. 

Barbara Guthrie Sutherland, was born on 
November 21, 1876, and went to school in 
Edinburgh, Grand Valley and Blaris. In 
January, 1907, she became the bride of Mr. 
R. Bruce Wallace. They had four daughters; 
Mary, Magdalene and Barbara who were all 
teachers, and Florence. Mr. Wallace passed 
away in March, 1918 and Mrs. Wallace in 
October 1959. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland returned to Scot-
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land in 1877 and their third daughter, Mag
dalene Thomson, was born at Leith on 
August 28, 1878. She received her education 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, Grand Valley, Ont
ario, and Blaris in Manitoba, and then went 
on to Normal School and became a teacher. 
On December 8, 1909, she was married to 
Robert H. Reid, of Elbow, Saskatchewan. 
They had two sons, Francis (Frank), farming 
at Isabella, and John, in business in Edmon
ton. Mr. Reid died on May 3, 1918. Mrs. 
Reid later married Joseph Astle of N eidpath, 
Sask., on August 6, 1925. Mr. Astle passed 
away on August 13, 1937. Mrs. Astle now 
resides in a Nursing Home in Brandon. 

Donald Sutherland was born in Leith, Scot
land, July 19, 1880. 

William Thomson Sutherland was born May 
15, 1882, in Leith, Scotland. He married Ma
rion Wiggins of Arrow River on June 30, 
1925. They raised four children: James, an 
employee of Imperial Oil in Winnipeg; John 
Murray, in the R.C.A.F.; William, adirector 
with the Manitoba Welfare SOciety; and Jean, 
a high school teacher in Winnipeg. Mr. Su
therland operated a blacksmith shop in Arrow 
River until his death in December, 1944. 

John Guthrie Sutherland, Jr., was born 
on July 3, 1884, in Leith. He married Anne 
Allan on February 14, 1912, and farmed in 
the Isabella district, until they retired to 
live in Birtle in 1942. They have two sons, 
Allan and George, both farming at Isabella. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland celebrated their 
Golden Wedding in 1962. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Guthrie Sutherland, 
Senior, left Scotland and returned to Canada, 
settling at Grand Valley, just north of To
ronto. Their fourth son, George, was born 
there on December 5, 1886. George received 
his education at Blaris School. 

The family lived on the farm at Grand 
Valley until late in the winter of 1889. Then 
they left for the land of opportunity, thewest, 
arriving in Birtle, Manitoba, on March 21, 
1889. They unloaded their effects, wagon, 
horses, cattle and household belongings and 
set out for their new home. The first night 
was spent at the David Hill farm, which was 
just west of their own in the Blaris district. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hill were away that evening, 
so they just laid their blankets on the floor 
and slept. They set out again next morning 
for their new home. Mr. Sutherland acquired 
this land from a man by the name of Spears -
who by today's standards would be known as 
a m:m gifted with high powered sales talk. 

When he was trying to sell his land to Mr. 
Sutherland, he told him that he could sit on 
the porch of his house and watch the ships 
plying up and down the Assiniboine River. 
Being a man who loved ships and who sailed 
allover the world, this talk of seeing ships 
every day persuaded Mr. Sutherland to buy 
the farm, sight unseen. In later years, he 
owned twenty-four hundred acres of land in 
Manitoba and six hundred and forty acres in 
Saskatchewan. 

Here, on the farm, on the north-west quarter 
of 18-14-25, their eighth child, Irvine, was 
born on August 6, 1889. He died in infancy 
January 30, 1891. 

Being a good carpenter, Mr. Sutherland con
structed a substantial set of buildings on his 
farm. The barn had stone walls, with a full
sized loft, built of lumber, and two driveways, 
It was large enough to hold seventy head of 
cattle and thirty head of horses. The two
storey house was built of lumber and heated 
with a furnace. The lumber was purchased 
in Hamiota and hauled home by team and 
wagon. A Lister lighting plant - a 54 volt 
- was installed in 1919, the first of its kind 
in the district. As the soil is the Maring
hurst Loams type, Mr. Sutherland carried 
on a mixed grain and cattle raising operation. 
The horses were purebred Clydesdales and 
the cattle were Shorthorns. Driving horses 
were also raised. Speakingaboutdrivinghor
ses, and this was the day of the horse and 
buggy, Mr. Sutherland had a faithful old 
driving horse that he used whenever and wher
ever he went. He always stopped and talked 
to whomever he met on the road, whether it 
was a relative, neighbor, friend or stranger. 
His old driver got so used to this" stopping" 
procedure, that he used to stop whenever he 
met another vehicle, whether the person in 
the buggy - and it might be one of the family 
or a hired man - wanted to or not. 

The fences on this farm were built of barbed 
wire and a sixty-five foot well was dug as 
the source of the water supply. 

Mr. Sutherland was always greatly interest
ed in the agricultural development of the 
country, and also in all efforts that would 
make the community a better place in which 
to live. He has been credited with having the 
railway siding built at Arrow River. The 
C.P.R. was not going to have a siding between 
Miniota and Crandall. This was going to give 
the farmers in the Blaris district a real task 
and a long trip to get their grain to market. 
Several delegations had gone to Winnipeg to 
discuss the matter with the railway officials, 
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but the reply from the C.P.R. was always 
the same, "We do not own any land there 
and do not have crews available to do the 
work." So the disappointed delegates return
ed home. Mr. Sutherland said, "Let metry." 
He went to Winnipeg and heard the same 
story. At last he said, "Send out one fore
man, and I'll see there are enough men, hors
es and equipment there to built the siding." 
The land was donated, the foreman and the 
farmers were there early the following Mon
day morning with the horses and equipment, 
to get the job done. 

As soon as power machinery was on the 
market, Mr. Sutherland availed himself of 
these conveniences. In 1905 he purchased 
his first steam engine, which had been built 
in 1900. He had the first cream separator, 
a Mellotte, quite an antique by today's stan
dards. It had only two parts to the bowl, 
making it very easy to wash. Before the 
purchase of the separator, the milk was put 
in large shallow pans to cool or set, and the 
cream was skimmed off the top. Mr. Suth
erland's first car was a Warren Detroit, 
1911 model. His son, William, brought it 
home from Elbow, Sask., in 1913. 

During the early years in Manitoba, doctors 
were not easy to contact, and even when con
tacted travel by horse and buggy over prairie 
trails was very slow. So, Mr. Sutherland 
was often called upon to set broken bones. 
Only once did he refuse to set a bone. He 
said the break was of such an extent, that 
he could not be positive that the limb would 
be straight when it healed. 

Anyone, whether a relative, neighbor or 
stranger, was always made welcome in the 
Sutherland home. It was the gathering place 
for young and old alike. Sunday was always 
the day when everyone dropped in for a 
friendly chat and advice. 

A maiden sister, Jane Sutherland, came 
from Scotland and made her home with the 
Sutherlands until the time of their passing. 
She then resided with her nieces and ne
phew until her death on April 28, 1939, 
at the age of 88 years. She was buried in 
the family plot in Arrow River cemetery. 

Jim and Jessie Stewart, nephew and niece 
of Mr. Sutherland, came from Scotland to 
live with the Sutherlands at Blaris June 3, 
1911. They attended Blaris school andJessie 
also spent two years, 1912-14, with her cou
sin Magdalene (Sutherland) Reid, at Elbow, 
Sask. Jessie and Robert Johnston were united 
in marriage November 9. 1921. at the John 

G. Sutherland home at Isabella. Bob and Jes
sie moved to Detroit in 1923. They operated 
a paint store until their retirement in 1964. 
Jim remained on the farm until 1925, and 
then he too went to Detroit to live. He found 
employment with Newcomb, Detroit Com
pany, Sheet Metal Manufacturers and re
mained in their employ until his retirement 
in 1965. Jim married an Irish colleen, Roset
ta Carson, from Belfast, Ireland, on Sept
ember 28, 1932. Rosetta worked in the J. L. 
Hudson, Department store, largest of its 
kind in the United States, for many years. 
She received a diamond pin - certificate of 
merit - for 25 years' faithful service in 
the company. Jim returned to Arrow River 
in 1962, after an absence of 37 years, to visit 
with relatives and friends. 

George and Donald Sutherland went to Elbow, 
Sask., where Mr. Sutherland had acquired 
some land. They farmed this land and operat
ed an implement agency - John Deere - in 
town. In a stock and sales Record Book, dat
ed in 1913, some of the prices were as fol
lows: One #10 green buggy $125.; one 52 
red buggy $87.35; one John Deere Binder, 
with tongue, trucks and carrier, $180.; one 
Davenport wagon, gear and brakes, $95. 
Such a difference in the names of the ma
chinery and the prices we have to pay, to
day. 

George loved horses and was the proud 
owner of a very high spirited one that event
ually caused his death. He was riding it home 
from pasture, and no one knows exactly 
what happened, but he was found lying on 
the ground with a broken back. He lived 
about six weeks after the accident, and 
then passed away in the Regina Hospital 
August 13, 1914, at the age of twenty-
eight years. . 

Mrs. Sutherland was a qUiet, kindly lady, 
beloved by all who made her acquaintance. 
Her home was always full of people, her own 
children, their friends, hired men, neighbors 
or even strangers who were passing by, and 
in later years their nineteen grandchildren 
came to add pleasure to the circle. Her 
unselfish devotion to her family and friends 
will always be lovingly remembered. She 
never felt that she was ever too busy with 
the task at hand, but that it couldn't be 
left and go and help someone in difficulty. 
She suffered several strokes in her later 
years, and after a lengthy illness, she pass
ed away at the age of seventy-seven on May 
30, 1922. When her son, Donald, and dau
ghter, Magdalene, were coming from Elbow 
for the funeral, they came to a place some-
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where near Lenore and then had to cross the 
Assiniboine River by boat, as it was in flood 
at that time. Mr. Sutherland's health began 
to fail about this time, and he told his son, 
Donald, that he did not have any great inter
est in life now that his beloved partner 
was gone and the family all had homes and 
interests of their own. He was called Home 
on August 22, 1924, at the age of 85 years 
and was buried in the Arrow River ceme
tery. His funeral service was held on the lawn 
at his home and the ministers were Rev. 
Andrew Moffatt of Miniota and Rev. A. B. 
Simpson of Blaris. Rev. Simpson chose for 
the text of his sermon that wonderful pas
sage of scripture found in Psalm 107: "They 
that go down to the sea in ships that do 
business in great waters." It was a fitting 
tribute for a man who had sailed the seven 
seas and crossed the Atlantic twenty-three 
times. 

William Sutherland remained on the farm 
until 1926, and then moved to Arrow River to 
operate the blacksmith shop. 

The eldest son, Donald, who had been op
erating an implement agency and farming 
at Elbow, Sask., returned in 1927 to take over 
the home farm. On May 3, 1927, Donald was 
united in marriage with Mary Jane Wilson, 
a registered nurse from Regina, formerly 
of Pilot Mound, Manitoba. 

Farming during the lean and hungry years 
of "the Dirty Thirties" put every farmer to 
the test, but Donald took it in his stride. He 
operated a mixed farm, grain, cattle and 
hogs. He did a lot of blacksmith work for 
his neighbors and was called on many times 
to lend a hand at any veterinary work that 
he could do. During the Second World War, 
when the government was asking the far
mers to raise more beef, pork, etc., Don
ald made every effort to keep things going 
on the home front. Due to the increased 
work and shortage of help, Donald's health 
began to fail, and the doctor advised him to 
leave the farm. With a heavy heart, he sold 
all his cattle and farm machinery in 1946 
and rented the farm to Lorne Miller for two 
years. They moved into the briek house on 
the Joe Bonner farm, until they could get their 
own house built in Arrow River. They bought 
the old Glenlochar school, moved it to Arrow 
River, and had it remodelled and moderniz
ed in 1949. John Dyck was the carpenter. 
A shallow well in the basement supplies ex
cellent water for the complete water pres
sure system. It is heated by oil. Donald open
ed the blacksmith shop in 1946, that had been 
closed since the death of his brother, Will. 

in 1944. He carried on this trade until ill 
health forced him to stop work entirely. 

Donald was always greatly interested in 
the happenings of the day and especially the 
agricultural aspects. He rented the farm to 
David Dyck from 1948 to 1958. William 
Bell, Jr., rented it from then until it was 
sold to Barrie R. Miller in the fall of 1962 
- after having been in the Sutherland name 
for 73 years. After a lengthy illness, Donald 
passed away at his home in Arrow River on 
July 2, 1958, and was laid to rest in Arrow 
River cemetery. 

During their years en the farm, they at
tended Blaris church and belonged to the 
various church organizations. After they 
moved to Arrow River, and Blaris church 
was closed, they attended Arrow River 
church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sutherland were not 
blessed with a family, but have been foster 
parents to several children in refugee homes 
in the war torn countries in Europe. 

Mrs. Sutherland is an elder of the Arrow 
River church and is an active member of the 
United Church women. She enjoys garden
ing - as anyone can tell when they see the 
lovely spruce tres, shrubs and flowers that 
she has planted around her home. She is 
always ready to use her nursing skills when 
anyone calls her. She likes to do Red Cross 
sewing, and enjoys visiting with all her old 
neighbors and friends from near and far. 

WILLIAM T. SUTHERLAND 

William ~utherland was born in Leith, 
Scotland. HIS parents, John from Orkney Is
land and Magdalene Thompson of Ormis
ton, Edingburgshire. 

Mr. Sutherland came to Canada with his 
parents, at an early age. They moved first to 
Ontario and later to Manitoba. He worked 
for sometime in the C.P .R. station in Ham
iota. Then he went with his brother, Donald, 
to Elbow, Saskatchewan, to a machine bus
iness. Later he returned to his father's 
farm. He lived there until his marriage to 
Marion I. Wiggins, a school teacher and 
daughter of James and Jane Wiggins of Ar
row River. They (Mr. and Mrs. W. Suther
land) made their home in the village of 
Arrow River carrying on a repair shop, and 
gas and oil business until his death. He was 
interested in church and all community af
fairs. Mrs, Sutherland was at one time 
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treasurer of Women's Institute and also was 
Secretary Treasurer of the Arrow River 
church. Mrs. Sutherland moved with her' 
family to Brandon in order that they might 
advance their education. She makes her 
home with her daughter, Mrs. R. H. Allan of 
Winnipeg. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Sutherland. James Thompson was born in 
Miniota and received his education in Arrow 
River school and Brandon College. He serv
ed with the Navy during the Second World 
War. Then he worked with Manitoba Hydro 
fOT some years. Now he is with Imperial 
011 at East St. Paul and makes his hom? 
in Winnipeg. He married June Dyer who 
was born in Brandon and is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Perry Dyer. They have 
four children, David, James, Barbara and 
Elizabeth, all at home. Jean Edith Suther
land was born in Miniota. She received her 
education in Arrow River and Miniota schools. 
She graduated from Brandon College with 
B.Sc. and B. Ped. and from U.F.M. with 
B. Ed. Jean taught in Junior High in Brandon 
and now is teaching in Fort Garry, where 
she makes her home. She was married to 
Lt. Ronald H. Allan, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. 
Allan, Toronto, Ontario. They had four child
ren, Dana, Rhonda, Philip and Carroll, all 
at home. 

John Murray Sutherland was born in Min
iota and attended school at Arrow River 
Miniota and Crandall schools and Brando~ 
~ollege. ~e is a flight Lieutenant, navigator 
In CanadIan Air Force. He married Grace 
Procter, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. Proc
ter of Fort Francis, Ontario. They have 
three children, Neila, Heather and Lara. They 
make their home at North Bay, Ontario. 

William Andrew was born in Miniota. He 
attended school at Arrow River and Miniota. 
He graduated from Brandon College with 
-E. Sc. and from U.F .M. a B.S.W. He was 
supervisor of Welfare in Portage la Prai
rie. Then he became Regional Director of 
Welfare, in Brandon, when they opened their 
office there. He married Marion Bain, dau
ghter of Mr. and Mrs. William Bain of 
Brandon. They have four children, Leslie, 
Joanne, Sandra and Shelley. 

JOHN DUNCAN SUTHERLAND 

by WIfe Grace 
John Duncan Sutherland came from Scot

land. We were married and had two daugh
ters, J.ean and. May. My husband died sudden
ly, whIle helpIng Frank Lelond with his barn 

in 1942. In 1952 I married Harry Hanson, of 
Denmark, who passed away in December 
1960. In 1963 I married Wilbur J ory of 
Crystal City. He passed away in November 
1966. 

Our daughter, May, married Jack Roberts 
and lives in the Shoal Lake district. Jean 
married W. Nankivell Jr .. who died after 
several years in the sanatorium. Of Jean 
and Bill's family, Dorothy marries at Wise
ton, Saskatchewan, and passed away while 
quite young, leaving a young family. Marie, 
Viola Jack and Margaret are all married. 
Viola married a local boy, Jack McKean, 
eldest son of Dave McKean. They have three 
children and reside at Red Deer, Alberta. 
Benny worked around Arrow River for some 
years and now resides around Brandon. 

MRS. JOHN TAYLOR 1819-1901 

AND SON WM. TAYLOR 1838-1892 

In 1845 there was a potato blight in Ireland 
causing a famine 1846-1847. Thousands died 
and thousands more emigrated. The old fa
mily records of John and Sarah Taylor read 
"Le!t our native land Ireland July 29, 1847. 
ArrIved in United States September 1847." 

The Atlantic crossing in a sailing vessel 
had taken six weeks. Seven years later they 
settled near Ruscomb P.O. Essex County 
Ontario. ' 

It was planned that the oldest son, William, 
should have a college education. On a trip 
home his trunk with all his belongings in
cluding the precious books, was lost. 'The 
loss seemed too great to be restored and 
he did not continue his education. 

William married Mary Jane White (from 
Michigan, U.S.A.) who died in 1878 when 
the fifth child was just thirteen days old. 
Sarah took charge of the family even the 
tiny grandson. 

Word of the "Golden West" caused Sarah 
(now 63 years old) and William to move 
once more. (Sarah's husband had died in 
1.878). Th~y ~ravelled by train via Minneapo
lIs to WInmpeg and on the Assiniboine by 
stern wheeler for nine days to Doyle's Land
ing arriving May 12, 1882. From Winnipeg 
grandmother Sarah had complete care of 
the children as William had returned to 
Ontario to help a sister recently widowed. 

William's homestead was N. W.1/4- 4-14-
26 WI. He had a yoke of oxen to work the 
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land and one cow for milk and butter. They 
had a log house. 

It seems that William had a binder by 
1883, because in July 1884 his sister-in-law 
wrote in her letter from Jamestown, now 
North Dakota, "What a loss your binder was 
to you. It seems hard enough to buy one 
without having it to do over again." 

When Sarah decided to file for ahomestead 
she walked to Birtle. HerhomesteadwasS.E. 
1/4-32-13-26 WI, on which she had a shanty 
built in order to spend the required months 
of summer residence. 

"Old Mrs. Taylor" as Sarah was called 
was ever ready to help in time of trouble 
or illness. When in 1891 a school house was 
bunt on S.E. 1/4-31-13-26 WI, Mr. Wm. 
Howard suggested that the name of the 
school be "Sarahville" honouring Mrs. Tay
lor whose name was the first on the petition. 

Mrs. R. K. Chalmers (nee Nellie Taylor) 
tells that her grandmother, when about 80 
years old, used to walk from N.W. 1/4-4-14-
26 to visit the Sam Taylors N.W.l/4-32-13-
26. She would lift her top skirt and in the 
pocket in the underskirt would be green 
peas for a treat for the grandchildren. 

Sarah was the same age as Queen Victoria. 
A neighbor, Vic Muttart, stopped in at the 
Taylors to bring news of the Queen's death. 
Sarah wished to be in her place. While 
Queen Victoria lay in state, Sarah died and 
was buried. 

Five of Sarah's ten children pioneered near 
Miniota; William, Mrs. A. S. Lynch, Thomas, 
Samuel D., and Mrs. A. D. Clyde. 

In Ontario the Taylors had driven by team 
and wagon twelve miles to attend Sunday 
School. William was one of the first Super
intendents of the Sunday School organized 
in the Parkissimo area in 1883. 

In 1889 William was elected, ordained and 
inducted as an elder in the Beulah mission 
field which included what is now the Miniota 
district. 

When Miniota School opened January 6, 
1886, all five Taylor children were enrolled. 
Their work was done on slates. William 
was on the first board of trustees. He also 
served his community by taking the census 
of the Municipality, and was Reeve for five 
years. 

The family of William Taylor was: 

Estella (1869-1960) who married Jos. An-

drew of Hamiota, and had three daughters 
and two sons. 

Ena (1872-1895) 

Annie (1874-1951) married William B. Ro
wan. They had two sons and two daughters. 

John James (1876-1954) and wife, Gwladys 
Price had two sons and three daughters. 

William Thomas and wife Mary Ellen Col
lier, who had one son. 

THOMAS TAYLOR 1850.1904 

by Mrs. J. Frazer 

Tom was born at New Bedford, Massachu
sets, U.S.A., the son of Sarah and John 
Taylor, immigrants from Ireland. 

Tom came West in 1881 to homestead 
N.E. 1/4 -6-14-26 WI where he built his 
log home. 

He took part in community life in many 
ways: assisting in the work of the Pres
byterian Church, petitioning for apost office, 
in Lodge Miniota Tent K.O.T.M. or carry
ing out his duties as local sheriff. His obi
tuary states that he was a successful farm
er and all round good Samaritan. 

SAMUEL D. TAYLOR 

by Mrs. R. K. Chalmers 

Samuel D. Taylor was born in New Bedford, 
Mass., and came to Manitoba from Ontario. 
He came to the Miniota district in 1882. I 
do not know if he homesteaded that year, but 
he lived on sec. 32-13-26 until March 1909, 
when he sold it to I. Sararas. 

In 1899 he married Matilda Jackson Brat
ton, who became very active in Church and 
community, and later became affectionate
ly known as "Granny" Taylor. In 1909 we 
moved to Oak Lake, then back to Miniota 
town in 1918. Mother helped me with the 
little hospital from 1919 to 1921, (I think). 

Grain and livestock were the chief type 
of farming, and in early years grain was 
hauled to Elkhorn. I can remember Dad 
bringing home a gallon of coal oil with a 
gum drop on the spout to protect other 
groceries. We would make a mad rush tosee 
who would get the candy!?! When we were 
quite small, we were returning home (in the 
winter) from visiting relatives, when Dad 
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noticed a fire in the sod roof. We stayed in 
the cutter with Mother while Dad put out the 
fire. 

In early years butter was packed inwooden 
firkins, and sold at the store somewhere 
near the G. Rowan farm (I think). A heavy 
layer of salt was put on top of the butter. 
I can remember Dad telling of a certain 
lady in the community having more than 
one layer of salt in the firkin, thus getting 
more for her butter. In early years we seem
ed to use all the eggs. After 1899, we sold 
butter in pats and pounds to customers in 
town, often having to go short at home to sup
ply customer needs. I can remember taking 
eggs to Hodnett's store to Dick Solden. Two 
were broken, and he· just downed them! I 
can remember too, how townspeople liked to 
come out on Saturdays with containers for 
buttermilk. I remember also, Bill and I in 
the old milkhouse, doing the churnim~. We 
thought we should have a look as the butter 
seemed a long time coming. We forgot to 
fasten the top properly, and had cream all 
over the earthern floor to clean up, be
sides --.1? When Mother would be away 
looking after someone who had a new baby, 
we had to be sure the butter was worked 
up to her standard. What a job to get all 
the milk out! 

In early years I can remember the prairie 
fires in the fall, sometimes started by a 
spark from the C.P.R. train. 1. remember 
too, a terrifiG storm coming up just as 
our new house was being finished. Mother 
and we kids had been to the barn to see 
the small chickens, when the roof landed 
just beside us. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. D. Tayl,OIr 

Dad died on September 6, 1937, and Mo
ther on May 26, 1942. 

WILLIAM JOHN TAYLOR 

I, William John Taylor, son of Sam Taylor 
was born on sec. 32-13-26. I was educated 
at Sarahville School, and my occupation was 
farming and carpenter work. In 1920 I 
married Emily Jarvis, who was born in 
Warrington, England, and came to Miniota 
in 1918. 

We operated the nursing home in Miniota 
from 1933-1941, with Doctor Chalmers in 
charge. 

We have two daughters; Mattie, Mrs. G. M. 
Fraser of Red Deer, Alberta, and Irene, 
Mrs. W. E. Baynton of Brandon, Man. 

My wife and I reside at 120 - 1st Street, 
Brandon, Man. 

JOHN JAMES TAYLOR 

John James Taylor came west with his fa
ther and grandmother in 1882. They came 
on the river boat from Winnipeg, landing at 
Doyles' Landing, and lived with Tom Taylor 
on the N.E. 1/4 of 6-14-26 until a house was 
built on N.W. 1/4 of 4-14-26. The men work
ing on the house used to come down at night 
and tell the children that they were going to 
have a green carpet, and when they finally 
got to see it they found it was the green grass. 

He attended the first Miniota School for 
awhile, but be\ng the elder boy, he often had 
to herd cattle to keep them out of neighbor's 
crops, hence he didn't get much schooling. 
When he was sixteen his father died, leaving 
him with the farm and family to care for. 

He bought the east 1/2 of 6-14-26, Home
steaded by his Uncle Thomas Taylor) and 
sold the S.W. 1/2 of 4-14-26 to the railway 
for a proposed townsite at Rea. As the 
townsite did not materialize here, John sub
sequently rented this· land from the railway 
for many years. He also owned the Com
mercial Hotel in Miniota, having acquired it 
through lending money. For a few years he 
rented it, finally selling it to Learns. He be
longed to the Agricultural Society, and for 
years showed heavy draft horses at the 
Miniota Fair. The hired man, Robert Lati
mer, was very good with horses and took 
great pride in getting them ready. 

He married Gwladys Price in 1909. On 
their wedding trip they went to Mold, Wales, 



and other parts of the British Isles. In 1913 
he built the farm house and barn for $5,000. 
The first trees were planted by Mr. Outram, 
who brought them from the valley. Later 
Geordie Phillips planted cottonwoods and 
caragana. About 1935 John and his son Lloyd 
planted Siberian crabs and fruit trees. 

Despite the rigors of pioneer life, Johnre
tained and often exhibited a wonderful sense 
of humor. One of the stories he liked to tell 
happened one fall during the threshing season. 
The gang of men were wanting whiskey, and 
the man they were threshing for, being a 
poundkeeper, he suggested that they round 
up some horses that were grazing on un
occupied land. The gang rounded up the 
horses and put them in the poundkeeper's 
pasture. That night, John's brother Tom, 
one of the gang, came home and told him 
that his horses were in the pound along 
with fifty others. GOing out in the bright 
moonlight, John could see the horses stand
ing along the fence. He quietly broke the 
wires, letting the horses out. Next morning 
he went to the poundkeeper and told him he 
heard some of his horses were in the pound. 
When they went out to look, the horses were 
all gone, to the great amazement of both 
parties. 

He belonged to the Oddfellows Lodge, and 
took a great interest in the work of the 
Council, representing Ward 4. The following 
is a quotation from the Miniota Herald; "On 
January 1st, 1916, John James Taylor, bet
ter known to us as Jack, subscribed his 
name to the oath of office as councillor for 
ward 4, and through the thirty-one years of 
public service Jack has never missed a 
meeting, a record that cannot be claimed by 
very many counCillors, on our own counCil, 
or for that matter, others. Through good 
times and difficult times, the duties of 
councillor call for a great deal of tact -
In all the thirty-one years that Mr. Taylor 
has been a councillor he has fullfilled the 
duties of his office in a conscientious man
ner, guided by his desire to do the best for 
all in every possible way." 

with his wife and two children at Victoria, 
B.C. 

ROBERT STUART TAYLOR 

by Margaret Taylor 

Hobert Stuart Taylor was born at Griswold, 
Man., on September 16, 1928, the second son 
of the late Mr. Herbert Taylor, who passed 
away on October 16, 1965, and Mrs. Taylor 
of Oak Lake, Man. He attended Oak Lake 
elementary and high school, after which he 
worked with road construction companies, 
and freighted for Hy. Johnson, north of 53. 
He began farming at Oak Lake in 1951. As 
a boy he was always interested in the Calf 
Club, hockey and baseball. 

Margaret Merle was born at McAuley, 
Man. on August 3, 1929, the second child of 
Mr. and Mrs. Curly Heapy, now of Oak 
Lake, Man. She attended Oak Lake Elemen
tary and High School. After permit teach
ing near Belmont for one year, she attended 
Normal School in Winnipeg. She then taught 
Grades three and four at Reston for two 
years. 

After their marriage they lived at Oak 
Lake, moving to Miniota in the spring of 
1952. They purchased from Mr. Tom Gil
christ the farm which was formerly known 
as the Powers estate, and named Assini
boine Farm. 

They have six daughters: Joan, Patricia, 
Beth, Geraldine, Katherine and Dorothy. 

FRED TEAL 

I, Fred Teal, came to Canada in 1923, 
from England. I came west in 1925, to points 
in Saskatchewan and finally decided to join 
my brother, who corresponded from Perry 
Wallaces, posting his letters in Virden. 

After leaving Brandon on the train, I dis-
He died in 1954 at the age of 78 years, his covered it would not take me to Virden, 

wife having died in 1928. An aunt, Mrs. but rather to Arrow River, which the train-
McKay took charge of the family of five; man assured me was quite a large place, 
Lloyd, Gwen, Eira, Kay and Jim unti11944. with probably 2,500 of a population. Pic-
Now, Lloyd is on the home farm, Gwen, ture my lost feeling when I got off the train 
(Mrs. Steve Bell) is teaching at Birtle, Kay, at night and couldn't even see a light. How-
(Mrs. Stockton) lives in Victoria, Eira, ever, a lady on the train from Hamiota 
(Mrs. George Toews) lives on a farm at took me to the "boarding house," where I 
Arnaud, and Jim, who graduated both in met Mr. and Mrs. William Tennant. I im-
Mining and civil engineering, is employed mediately got work in the community and 
by the B.C. Forestry Department, and lives have stayed for forty one years. 
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I began farming on section 8-13- 25 in 
1938, and married Esther Hyndman in 1939. 
The house now on my farm was moved 
there from Rea siding in 1944. We belonged 
to Palmerston community until it closed, 
then we became Arrow River, taking part 
in the church and social life of the com
munity. My wife passed away in 1962. 

I took the office of councillor for Ward 5 
in January 1960. In this office I have enjoyed 
associations with many different people and 
the sense of satisfaction that comes with 
carrying out my duties to the best of my 
ability. I plan to now retire as I have sold 
my farm to Charles Trout. 

Mr. Teal retired to Virden and married 
Mrs. E. (Bessie) Hyndman in October, 1966. 

WILLIAM AND JEAN TENNANT 

by Les Tennant 

In the spring of 1883, William and Jean 
Tennant, who at that time were living in 
Muskoka, Ontario, got a disease that a lot 
more Ontario people had. It was known as 
Manitoba Fever. They decided, along with 
several other families, to head West. 

Donald McKenzie had moved West a cou-

pIe of years before and had written back to 
the Tennants about the wonderful prospects 
in that part of Manitoba and recommenced 
that they move West and he also agreed to 
meet them at Virden on their arrival and 
help them get settled. 

So, with plans all completed, they headed 
West in April 1883, and landed at Virden, 
then trecked north to Arrow River. There 
were many stories about that 25 mile trip 
and the crossing of the Assiniboine River, 
as there were no bridges at that point, 
but the story that they floated with their 
belongings across the river in a wagon box, 
seems to be the one mostly told. 

William and Jean Tennant at this time 
had three children, John, Bessie and W il
liam. However, they had left John in the 
East with his grandparents who were plan
ning to c'ome West later on and bring John 
with them. He was six years old at that 
time. 

On their arrival at the McKenzie farm, 
it was arranged to take up a homestead and 
get settled. The land they homesteaded was 
the north east quarter of 28-13- 26, and is 
located three miles west of the village of 
Arrow River. That summer, assisted by 
neighbors, they built a log house on the 
homestead and got settled down. The roof 
was sod and when it rained, mother would 

John, Elsie, Bill, George, Ida, Bert, Maud, and Les Tennant. 
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put the children under the table to keep them 
dry. With the house built, Father went look
ing for work and got a job with the Birtle 
Farming Company, who were an organization 
who taught English Immigrants how to farm 
and to get them settled. 

The Tennants lived on the homestead until 
1894, when they sold it and bought a quarter 
section of land, on which later, part of it be
came the townsite of Arrow River. William 
Tennant, who had been a stonemason by 
trade, built a stone house on the new farm 
that year, and the house is still standing 
there today. Then, as the country got more 
settled and the people became more pro
sperous, he again went back to his trade 
as a stonemason, building houses and barns, 
and as you travel through that part of the 
country, there are still many old stone build
ings standing that were built by William 
Tennant. 

In 1902, the railroad came through Arrow 
River and William Tennant got the contract 
to deliver the mail to the post office, which 
was located on the Elliott farm, about one 
and a half miles west of Arrow River. He 
also got the contract to deliver mail to four 
inland post offices, which were Lucas, Arrow
ton, Orrwold and Isabella. The round trip 
was fifty miles and he made the trip hvice 
a week, on Tuesdays and Fridays, summer 
and winter. He continued that job until 1913, 
when the C.N.R. line was built, running to 
Isabella, when the mail was carried by train. 

In 1885, John Fleming, Sr., and his wife, 
who were the parents of Mrs. Jean Tennant, 
had moved west and settled on some land 
about two miles east of Arrow River. They 
had built a fairly large house. However, in 
1904, Mrs. Fleming passed away and John 
Fleming Sr; arranged to have their old home 
torn down and rebuilt in Arrow River. The 
Tennants moved from the stone house into 
that house and Grandpa Fleming lived with 
them until 1911, when he passed away. This 
house still stands at Arrow River and is oc
cupied by their son, William Tennant. 

In 1906, the two older boys in the family, 
John and William, bought the general store 
in Arrow River from Allan Hodnett. They 
operated the store until 1915, when they sold 
out to Marvin Brothers. 

In 1908, the Grand Trunk Railroad came 
through, and opened up some new towns, 
one of which was Pope, some 16 miles 
south east of Arrow River. John and Wil
liam- opened a store there, which they oper-

ated for seven years, then selling out to 
Dick Marvin. 

In 1914, the Senior Tennants moved to 
Brandon, where William Te'D.aut passed 
away in February 1916. )::-_i Tennant, the 
mother, lived in Brandon and Winnipeg, 
where she passed away in May 1946. 

There were ten children born to William 
and Jean Tennant: 

John Fleming Tennant, born July 16, 1877 
at Owen Sound, Ont., (Deceased). 

Elizabeth Ann Tennant, born December 6, 
1879, at Muskoka, Ont., (Deceased). 

William Tennant Jr., born Nov. 23, 1882, 
at Howick, Ont., (Deceased). 

Elsie Tennant born June 27, 1885 at Arrow 
River, Man. (Deceased). 

George Ansley Tennant, born June 30, 1887, 
at Arrow River (Deceased). 

Herbert Arthur Tennant, born July 17, 
1892, at Arrow River (Deceased). 

Margaret Maude Tennant, born Dec. 5, 
1894, at Arrow River (Mrs. Frank Londry, 
resides in Brandon). 

Ida Victoria Tennant, born Oct. 20, 1897 
at Arrow River (Mrs. Art Dalman, deceased). 

Lawrence Lester Tennant, born Nev. 4, 
1899, at Arrow River (resides in Moose Jaw, 
Sask.) 

John Tennant farmed for several years 
after selling the store at Arrow River, then 
moved to Brandon where he owned and oper
ated a grocery store. Later he sold out and 
then moved to Miniota, where he had an 
insurance business, until he passed away in 
1960. 

Bill Tennant, after selling the store, went 
farming at Arrow River, where he stayed 
until he retired in town in 1962. 

George, Allen and Bert, all went railroad
ing at Brandon and Minnedosa. 

The girls all married and settled down. 
Elizabeth Ann (Bessie) married Samuel Cu
sack and lived in Arrow River until he pass
ed away in 1922, then she moved to Win
nipeg. 
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Elsie worked as a saleslady for F. W. 
Woolworths in Brandon, then married Eric 
Baynton and moved to Regina. 

Maude, who was a milliner in Winnipeg and 
Minnedosa, married Frank Londry of Minne
dosa, and now resides in Brandon. 

Ida was a stenographer for the Massey
Harris Company in Brandon, is married to 
Art Dalman and resided in Winnipeg. 

JOHN FLEMING TENNANT 

by Mrs. J. F. Tennant 

John Fleming Tennant was born in Owen 
Sound, Ontario, July 16, 1877, eldest child 
of William and Jean Tennant. When his parents 
came to Manitoba in 1883, John remained 
with his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Fleming, to begin school. The Arrow River 
school was opened in March, 1884, so the 
grandparents and John joined the rest of the 
family at Arrow River. John attended Arrow 
River school in winters, until he was 18. 
In summer he worked on nearby farms. 

John's grandmother purchased the south 
west quarter of 31-13-25, with John's earn
ing and held it until his 18th birthday, when 
he was able to get the deed. This farm was 
purchased by Vernon Lockhart in 1962. Ver
non is the second owner since the land was 
surveyed. 

On May 23, 1906, John Tennant married 
Ida Elizabeth Ellerington, of Carberry, dau
ghter of Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Ellerington. 
Their four children were born at Arrow Riv
er. 

In 1907, John and his brother, Bill, pur
chased the general store that the Hodnetts 
of Miniota established in Arrow River in 1902 
or 1903. This business prospered and was sold 
to Marvin Brothers of Edrans in 1915. A 
farm belonging to the Marvin Bros. at Ed
rans was accepted on the deal. During 1916 
and 1917 John farmed and improved this 
land. After its sale, John returned to Bran
don, where he owned and operated a gro
cery store, corner of 14th Street and Mc
Tavish Avenue, until 1919, when he sold the 
business and returned to Arrow River. He 
was grainbuyer for the Western Canada 
Flour Mills Company until 1944. After spend
ing two years in Toronto, the Tennants re

licenses and insurance. This business was 
terminated with his death in 1960. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Tennant were active 
church and community workers, first in the 
Presbyterian and, after union, in'the United 
Church. John was Secretary Treasurer for 
the church for many years. He was made 
elder Feb. 5, 1935. He was Superintendent 
of the Sunday school over mai1.y years, us
ually teaching a class as well. Mrs. Tennant 
was leader of the C.G.LT. and charter mem
ber of the W.M.S. organized in 1911, and of 
the W.Lorganized in 1922. 

Of the four children born at Arrow River, 
Ida and her husband, Herbert Myers, reside 
at 33 Wildwood Park, Winnipeg. Ida is on the 
Fort Garry Teaching staff and Herb is en
gaged in the carpentry business. Their eld
est son, Earl, is a partner in the firm of 
Boundry Motors, E stevan, Sask. His wife 
was the former Eva McLaren of Brandon. 
They have four children, Terry, Heather, 
Laurie and Jacqueline. 

The second son, Jack, is manager of the 
Technical Services for Stange-Pemberton, 
a food chemical company of Toronto. His 
wife was the former Joan Cressey of Bran
don. They have two sons, David and ChriS, 
and a daughter, Karen. Their address is 
1435 Seagram Ave., Oakville, Ont. 

Herb and Ida's daughter, Fay, and her 
husband, Keith Sandercock, live at 23 Cecil 
St. Ridgetown, Ont., where Keith owns an 
International Harvester business. They have 
three sons, Paul, Gregg and Mark, and two 
daughters, Lyn and Jill. 

J. F. Tennant's oldest son, Everett, was 
in the Manning Depot Band, Toronto, during 
the war. In 1941, he married Eileen Smith 
of Crandall. They have two Children, Nita, 
a teacher in Toronto, and Bob, a stUdent at 
the University of Toronto. Everett is with a 
tobacco and confectionary firm since the 
sale of his confectionary business in 1963. 
Their address is 2 - 17th St., Toronto 14. 

John Fleming Tennant (Ivan) and his wife, 
the former Lorraine Wiggins of Arrow Riv
er, live at 140 Wildwood Park, Winnipeg, I
van is with the C.P.R. Jack, their elder 
son, is also a C.P.R. employee. His wife 
was Pat McLachlan of Brandon. They have 
two sons, Alan and Ian. Their address is 
653 St. Paul St., Kamloops, B.C. 

turned to Miniota, Christmas 1945, where Louise and her husband, Bradley Fyfe, live 
John was appointed sales agent for motor at Ste. 303 Northwood Terrace, Maxwell 
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Place, Winnipeg. Louise is on t~e Greater 
Winnipeg Teaching staff and Brad IS a drafts
man with the North American Lumber Com
pany. 

Mark and Ruth attend the Vincent Massey 
high school. 

Helen, the youngest member of the Ten
nant family married George Edward Mc
Kinnon of Arrow River, prior to his going 
overseas in 1940. They had two sons, George, 
who married Vivian Stewart of Winnipeg in 
1964 and is a high school teacher at Lac du 
Bonnet; and Gary, in the fourth year of a 
five year course with the Manitoba Hydro. He 
with his wife the former Judy Wilson of 
Brandon, and' their daughter, Debra, live 
at 7 Twin Pines Trailer Court, Brandon. 

Lieut. Geo. E. McKinnon was killed in ac
ti.on August 20, 1944. Helen married Harvey 
Hanlin in 1948. They live at U6-2nd St., 
Brandon Man. Helen is on the Brandon Tea
ching staff and Harv is with Jacobson and 
Greiner, Builders. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tennant celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary on May 23, 
1956. Their daughters and granddaughters 
served tea to friends at their Miniota home 
during the afternoon. At 6 o'clock a dinner 
was served by the Arrow River W. A., in 
the Community Centre there. All of J. F. 
Tennant's brothe·rs and sisters, born at 
Arrow River, were present. John Fleming, 
of Minnedosa, also born at Arrow River, 
proposed the toast to the couple, and also 
to their grandchildren, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Meyers both of whom were graduating with 
the degree of Bachelor of Science from 
Brandon College the following day. 

Items of musical entertainment were given 
by Jim Kirton, Mrs. D. S. McDonald, F~rd 
Wiggins and Jessie Mitchell, also a Readmg 
by Mrs. Geo. Tennant. 

Family members present included Mark 
Ellerington, brother, and his daughter, Madge 
(Mrs. Terry O'Connor), Vancouver, B.C.; 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Rasmussen (sister) 
Carberry; cousins, nephews and nieces, 
grandchildren, and four great grandchildren. 

WILLIAM TENNANT JR. 

by daughter Pauline 

William Tennant Jr. was born inFordwich, 
Ontario, November 23, 1882, and came west 
with his parents, when six months old. He 
received his education in the Arrow River 
school, where he also attended Sunday School 
and church, until the present church was 
erected. 

He spent some time at Foam Lake, Sask., 
and later returned to Arrow River to farm 
on the farm which is presently owned by 
The Bonners. Mter disposing of this par
cel of land, he became a business partner 
of his brother, John, in Arrow River, 
known as J. F. Tennant and Company. A 
second store was operated later in Pope, 
which Bill and brother, Allen, managed. 
In 1915, the company was dissolved and 
the business sold to Marvin Brothers. Fol
lowing this, Bill once again became engaged 
in farming, whiCh he continued to do until 
his retirement. 

In 1914. Bill was married to Mabel An
derson of the Scotia distrIct daughter of th@ 
late James and Annie Anderson. She was one 
of eight children, James Jr., Joseph, Oliver, 
Fletcher, Charles, Clare and Myrtle. Myrtle, 
who was married to Russell Wood of Ham
iota, had one son James; is now widowed and 
makes her home in Arrow River with the 
Tennants. Her son, James, is married and 
resides in California, U.S.A. 

In the fall of 1914, Mr. and Mrs. W. Ten
nant Sr., left their Arrow River home to 
make residence in Brandon, and the family 
home was then occupied by Bill and Mabel 
Tennant, where they still live at the pre
sent time. 

They have one daughter, Pauline, who was 
married June 2, 1951, in Arrow River United 
Church to W. H. (Pat) Baker of Minnedosa, 
Manitoba. They reside in Minnedosa, and haw 
one son William Ross (Bill). 

Life in the Tennant home has always been 
varied and interesting. In 1914, cars were 
very few in number and commercial travel
lers used trains and horse livery as their 
means of transportation. Arrow River hadno 
hotel, so they took refuge in the Tennant 
home for many years. Even yet, the odd house 
guest stays with them. The travellers found 
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the daily train service most convenient, as it 
came into Arrow River at 6:45 in the even
ing and departed at the same hour in the mor
ning. Sometimes there was a real race from 
the train to the house to get their names in 
for a bed, and if they came from further 
away than Crandall, they would require sup
per. Following supper, they went to the store 
to do business with the store!.:::. _per, return 
home for a game of cards, cup of tea and 
a chat and off to bed to arise early, have 
breakfast and leave by the early train for 
points East. Every tea firm and candy com
pany had a traveller in those days. The dry 
goods men would bring large trunks of sam
ples and remain in town for about three 
days, showing their wares to the merchants. 
As you can guess, this made life interesting 
but very busy and lasted for about twenty 
years until cars became more plentiful. It 
brought in the outside, instead of us going 
out. 

When Miss Jessie ElliottSr., took ill, school 
teachers became members of the family. It 
was to be just for two weeks and lasted for 
27 years. At Christmas, almost all of these 
adopted sons and daughters remember us and 
many of them also make regular visits when 
in the vicinity. These twenty- seven years 
:;tere busy also, but happy ones. The names 
of the teachers are as follows: Mary Denni
son, Philip Stark, Olive Shuttleworth, Scott 
Bateman (who is now the Deputy Minister 
of Education for Manitoba), Esme White, Ger
trude McLenehan, Rose Wright, Eileen3mith, 
Ellen Wilson, Sylvia McLean, Jim Radwan
ski, Kathleen Thomas, Anton Kozenchenko, 
Ruth McCormick, Jeanette Makowsky, Max-. 
weIi Taylor, Miilie Bonner, Lorraine Dahl
gren, Donna Sproat, Virginia Eilers, Doris 
MacPherson and Muriel Paynter. 

The Church has always been an important 
phase of our life. Mabel has been the church 
organist since coming to Arrow River, until 
failing eyesight forced her retirement in re
cent years. She has also been secretary trea
surer of the Sunday School through the years. 
As long as we can remember, we always 
carried rolls of Sunday school papers to 
church. other organizations dear to her heart 
have been the W 0men' s Missionary Society 
and Womens' Auxiliary, (now the United 
Church Women) and the Women's Institute, 
all of which she has been president, and is 
a life member. She was also a Mission Band 
leader. 

Bill was a church choir member for many 
years, a Church Steward and member of 
Session. When he was younger, and able, 

he z.lways filled the tanks with water for the 
tea and the dishes for the fowl supper and 
was responsible for counting the money taken 
in at the door. 

Pauline received her education at Arrow 
River, followed by training in Physical Edu
cation at Gimli, Manitoba and Brandon. The 
church, was also an important part of her 
life, as she was a member of the Mission 
Band, e.G.LT., Young People's Union, the 
choir and taught Sunday School. She assisted 
with the school Chrlstmas Concerts and 
Physical Fitness classes in the community. 
Pauline was employed by the Extension Ser
vice of the Manitoba Department of Agricul
ture as director of recreation for camps, 
and as Dean of Women and director of re
creation at their residential school in Bran
don. She is glad she was raised in such a 
fine community and says "Due to the efforts 
of our parents who cared, saved and sacri
ficed our religious life was important, our 
daily school education was efficiently con
ducted, the community hall always available 
for worthwhile projects and a place for good, 
clean fun; musical training was available 
for everyone and life was never dull nor un
interesting." 

Through the years, our piano was the 
"magnet" for many activities in our home. 
M-I.!sic lessons each week for many years 

Pat Baker, Mrs. Wood, Pauline Baker, Mr. 
and Mrs. Tennant. 
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were taught by Miss Monica Lockhart, Mrs. 
Rostron, Miss Gladys Kirton and Mrs. J. R. 
Lynch. Choir practice was a Saturday eve
ning event, usually climaxed by a cup of tea. 
Orchestra practice was usually on Thurs
day evening, with musicians rehearsing the 
latest dance tunes. Some of the orchestra 
members were Charlie Evans, George Little
john, Johnny Mitchell, Philip Stark, Ed
ward Johnson, Everett Tennant, Jim Kirton, 
Levi Reaman, Gladys Kirton, Jean Kirton, 
Mrs. John Wiggins, Miss Jessie Elliott, Miss 
Elva Lynch, Dorothy Mitchell, Ivan Tennant, 
Bill Tennant, Harry Boone, Al Warrington, 
Bill Minty and Mrs. Carnegie. 

In 1963 the farm was sold to two local 
farmers, one half section to Mr. Douglas 
Lelond and one quarter section to Mr. Homer 
Lelond. 

On January 28, 1964, Bill and Mabel Ten
nant celebrated their Golden Wedding An
niversary. The event was celebrated quietly, 
but was a memorable occasion. A family 
dinner attended by Pat, Pauline and Bill, the 
only guests, began the festivities, followed 
by the arrival of many friends of the com
munity who presented golden gifts on behalf 
of the community, and personal gifts as 
well. Friends continued to call and wish 
them congratulations for several days fol
lowing this event. They loved it all. Arrow 
River is "Home", their roots are deep, 
and their Home a land mark, built by Bill's 
grandfather Fleming. 

Note: Mr. Tennant passed away March 6, 
1966 and was laid to rest in the Arrow River 
Cemetery. 

SIDNEY DAVID THOMAS 

Sidney David Thomas was one ofafamilyof 
six, and was born at Rhyll, Wales, April 
14, 1870. His father was a Church of England 
clergyman. Mr. Thomas attended school and 
was a class mate of Prime Minister David 
Lloyd George. He received his education as 
Church of England clergyman in Wales and 
came to Canada in 1903 or 1904. He was 
rector of Holy Trinity Church, Miniota, from 
1904 to 1910. Prior to his arrival, church 
services had been held in different buildings, 
and great credit is due to Rev. Thomas for 
his efforts in securing a permanent place of 
worship in the present location of Holy 
Trinity ChUrch on Louise Avenue. He was a 
great sportsman and liked chicken shooting. 
He was a member of the Masonic Lodge and 
took great interest in politics. 

On December 12, 1904, Mr. Thomas mar
ried Miss May Mitchell, elder daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Mitchell Sr., of Arrow 
River. She was born at Guelph, Ontario, 
May 26, 1876 and came to Manitoba with her 
parents in 1882-3. They have two daughters, 
Gwendoline and Jennie. Gwendoline Jessie 
was born at Miniota, October 30, 1905. She 
taught school for a time, then married 
Harold Crow of Gilroy, California, in 1934. 
They have two daughters, Caroline and Bar
bara. Annie Jennie was born at Miniota, 
January 23, 1908, then taught school and later 
married Paul Colson. They have four child
ren, Elizabeth, Jeannette and James (twins) 
and Margaret. Mr. Colson was killed in a train 
accident, and Jennie still teaches school. 
While Gwen and Jennie taught school, they 
and their parents went on a tour of the British 
Isles. 

In 1910, Mr. Thomas, with his wife and 
family, moved to Rivers, Manitoba, where 
he re mained as rector ofthe Anglican Church 
until they moved to California in 1916. He 
was Commissioner of Emigration at San 
Francisco World's Fair, then was padre 
in the American Army for a time, before go
ing to San Mateo, where he was assistant 
rector of st. Matthews Church from 1916-25. 
Mr. Thomas and his family moved to Gil
roy, California, in 1925, where he resided 
and was rector of the Episcopal Church for 20 
years. He passed away on March 29, 1945 
and Mrs. Thomas passed away December 
15, 1945. 

CHARLIE THOMPSON 

by Stephen Thompson 

Charlie Thompson came to Canada from 
England in 1882, and arrived at Brandon, 
which was the end of the C.P.R. at that time. 
There he met up with the Steuart boys, and 
after buying oxen, they started to look for 
land. The site they chose was on the west 
side of the Assiniboine River. His nearest 
neighbors were the Lindays, Moffats and 
Powers in the valley. He was the first to 
have a binder, and to cut the small crops. 
He had two horses, and yoked a small bull 
for a third. The first wheat was carted to 
Elkhorn. 

He built a brick house about fifteen years 
later, and sold it to Robert Peel when we left 
for B.C. in 1904. He and his family left B.C. 
in 1916, and settled in Australia where he 
died at the age of 75, in 1937. 
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TED THOMPSON 

by Stephen Thompson 

Ted Thompson came to Canada a few years 
after his brother, Charlie, and took up land 
near by. He also sold it to Robert Peel about 
1896 or 97, I think. He fought in South Africa, 
and after the war, settled there for some 
years. While there he married, and later re
turned to England, where he acted as fire 
warden during the war of 1914-1918. He died 
at the age of 94. 

WILLIAM JOHN THOMPSON 

by Birdie Thompson 

William John Thompson was born at Manson 
on January 11th, 1895. He attended three dif
ferent schools. 

He helped his father at home until 1917 
when he joined the army and served until 
1920. He farmed for three years in the Mc
Auley district. 

In 1923 he married Birdie Beattie. They 
farmed on NW 1/4 8-14-27 for five years, 
then moved to Section W 1/2 18-14- 27 and 
farmed there for three years. In 1934 they 
moved to John Beattie's farm NW 1/24-14-
27 which was owned by the municipality. 
They also rented Alex Lindsay's homestead. 
In later years they bought this land as well 
as a quarter section in the Assiniboine Val
ley. This land was broken up with ten 
horses abreast and a breaking plow. The 
rougher land was broken with a tractor. 

Billy was very fond of sport, especially 
football. He played for Manson, McAuley, 
Wynona and Willen. He also liked hunting 
and chasing wolves on horseback, often kill
ing them with a stick. He broke horses to 
drive and ride. He drove the school van to 
Wynona. 

We bought John Beattie's farm N 1/25-14-
27 in 1946 and farmed until 1957, when we 
moved to Willen store; which we operated. 

Billy died in 1962 at the age of 68 and was 
buried in Moosomin Sunset Gardens. Mrs. 
Thompson continued to operate the store. 

There are two children, Bill and Betty, 

Bill married Ena Irvine of Crandall, who is 
a registered nurse. They have two daughters, 
Linda and Myrna. Betty married Eddy Gil
christ. They have four children, Debby, 
Patti, Bobby and Susan. They farm on N 1/2 
5-14-27. 

WILLIAM ALLEN THOMPSON 

William Allen Thompson was born at the 
farm home on sec. 5-14-27, on May 25, 
1924. He was the first child of Mr. and 
Mrs. William John Thompson. He has one 
sister, Mrs. Ed. Gilchrist. He received his 
education at Wynona School, and in 1949 
went to Winnipeg to work for the Oliver 
Corporation. In 1950 he married Ena Mavis 
Irvine, who was a nurse at the Winnipeg 
Grace Hospital. She is the fifth daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Irvine, who reside in 
Crandall. Later in 1950 they returned to 
help on the home farm until the fall of 
1958, when they moved to their present 
home on 8-14- 27. They now have two dau
ghters; Linda Lou, born on January 11,1951, 
and Myrna Jayne, born on October 29, 1962. 

A short distance north of the buildings 
there is a faint trail, which we are told is 
the old stagecoach road from Hamiota to 
Moosomin. 

THOMAS TOPPS 

by Mrs, T, Topps 

Mr. and Mrs. Topps and their two daugh
ters, moved to ''Miniota in 1956. Mr. Topps 
was the section Foreman for the C.F.R. They 
lived in Miniota for four years, until he was 
forced to move, due to the closing of more 
sections. They moved to Pipestone, Man. 
where they remained for two years. Their 
elder daughter, Gayle, had joined the staff 
of the Royal Bank in Miniota, and· did not 
move with them. 

Upon the death of the section foreman 
in Miniota, Mr. Shappert, they were able to 
move back to Miniota in January 1962. Here 
they remained once more for a few months, 
then the C.P.R. again closed some more 
sections, and this time they moved to Rus
sell. 

Doreen, their younger daughter, finished 
her schooling in Russell, and was employed 
as operator by the Manitoba Telephone Sys
tem in Hamiota. Gayle worked in the bank 
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for five years, and then in 1963 married Ted 
Morton, youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. 
Morton. They have one son, Scott, born March 
17, 1964. They make their home on sec. 
21-13- 27, south of Miniota. 

Doreen married Gary Schwalm of Russell 
in 1965, and has one son, Kevin Bradley. 
They reside in Russell, Manitoba. 

GEORGE W. TORRANCE 

I was born on S.E. 17-14-25, in 1885, and a 
few years later my father, Enos Torrance, 
got a pre-emption on the south east quarter 
of 20-14- 25. He built a house and moved in 
to be closer to Blaris school. My brother and 
two sisters and I went to Blaris school all 
our school days. 

Father died in 1900. Mother, and.!, being 
the eldest, carried on farming the best we 
could until 1911. I bought from Mr. William 
Miller the south-west quarter of 17-14-25. 
My brother, Melvin, and I farmed the south 
half of this section, from our home, with 
mother and sisters. In 1914 I married Norma 
Sunley, at Blaris, and moved into our new 
house on my own quarter section. In 1926 
Mother died and I took over the south east 
quarter of 17-14-25. 

Our farming was all done with a four
horse team. Our first draw back was in 
1915, when our first crop and garden were 
all hailed. As this happened in June fhe 
most of it all came on again. All our farm 
machinery was horse-drawn. I do not re
member the exact year that we got our first 
engine, a Rumley, then a McCormick Deer
ing 15-38. Mr. Lawrence Hunkin bought a 
Case separator with a portable gas engine. 
He ran the engine and I the separator for 
25 years. We threshed for neighbours, be
sides our own, putting the grain in portable 
bins. We kept cows for milking and beef. 
Our butter was churned first with a dash 
churn and later with a barrel churn. We 
raised our own chickens by setting hens, 
also turkeys, when the skunks didn't get to 
the nest first. My wife did the job of poultry 
raising. 

We were lucky to get hired help in the sum
mer, on the farm. We had one hired man for 
eleven' summers, and the one before that 
for three summers. We mostly got our hired 
help from Rossburn. We also had a hired 
girl for two months, in harvest time, when 
the children were small. 

I had a Case combine for two or three 
years, before we left the farm on April 23, 
1952. I was on the farm for 38 years. We 
spent the last three winters in Isabella with 
my wife's mother, moving back to the farm 
for the summer. Then we bought a house in 
Miniota, from Jim Chalmers, and sold our 
farm to Glen Sunley, my nephew. Farming 
got too much for us and we had to leave it 
to the younger folks. 

We have four daughters, Lorena June, Mil
dred Irma, Mary Georgina and Norma Luella. 
They all attended school, church and Sunday 
school, also Mission Band, at Blaris. Then, 
when June passed into Grade 8, and the 
school board decided they couldn't afford to 
have two vans call at the one home, our 
girls were all taken to Arrow River. Now. 
their vans were all drawn by horses, all 
winter, and in the summer when the roads 
were impassible for cars. We then went to 
Arrow River church, C.G.LT., Mission Band 
and so on. 

June, our eldest girl, married Albert 
Thrale, of Cardale, during the Second World 
War, and spent three years in ottawa while 
her husband was overseas with the Canadian 
troops. They have six children. five boys 
and one girl. The eldest was born a month 
after his father went overseas. They now 
live in Prince Albert, Sask., where Albert 
(Tim) works for the National Parks. 

Georgina married John Edward Mitchell 
in 1938 and they had two children, Duncan 
and Janice. Johnnie died in 1946. Later 
Georgina married Harry Gardham and they 
live on a farm at Arrow River. They have 
five boys and two girls. 

Luella took a business course, worked in 
Brandon and Winnipeg, then married Arthur 
VanderGraff of Winnipeg. They have two 
girls and one boy. Art works for the Winni
peg Fire Department. 

Irma stayed home and worked on the farm, 
and is still with us. 

While on the farm, we marketed our poul
try, eggs and cream at the creame'V at 
Miniota, when they started, and before that 
at the stores. 

I was on the school board for two terms. 
Our first car was a 1914 Model T Forc:. We 
have had five different Ford cars and the 
style changed with each one. We marketeu our 
grain at Arrow River, until the Pool Elevator 
started at Isabella, then we took it there. 
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My wife was a member of the W.M.S. and 
W.I., at Arrow River until we moved. She 
made quilts and knitted for the Red Cross, 
and generally helped with all community af
fairs. 

I was called on the jury fall assizes twice, 
once before I was married and once afte r. 
The second time our baby daughter, June, 
cried nearly all the time I was away, so I 
guess they spent a noisy time at home. I 
have been caretaker for Arrow River ceme
tery since 1957, and also caretaker for the 
Miniota Community centre and United church. 
At Arrow River and now at Miniota I was an 
elder of the church. 

We always had a busy time on the farm, 
but always enjoyed it, the good with the bad. 

Note: Mrs. Torrance passed away January 
17, 1966, and was laid to rest in the Arrow 
River Cemetery. 

FREDERICK JAMES TOWNSON 

by his wife, Connie 

I, Constance McLeod Rennie, from Ellon, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, married Frederick 
Townson, of London, England, who was grain 
buyer and paymaster in the Scottish Co- op 
Elevator at Quadra. He later cared for the 
water tower there, too. 

In the summer of 1916 we built our home on 
land bought from Thomas Littlejohn. Then, 
in January 1917, we moved our house into 
Arrow River. Two years later, we built on 
the pool room, an ice cream parlor and a 
barber shop as well. We purchased two pool 
tables and paid a license of $70.00 a year. 
This wasn't a paying proposition. Our house 
was sold to Mrs. R. B. Wallace. 

Incidents I remember of our early mar
riage were: 

One Saturday, Fred had paid out a sum of 
ten thousand dollars. In the evening, while 
doing up his books, he found he was short 
two hundred dollars. Fred looked high and low 
for the missing money arounr.. the elevator, 
without success. Monday morning, Bob Kidd, 
of Crandall phoned and passed the time of day 
with Fred, then casually asked him if he had 
missed some money. This was surely a 
moment of deep gratitude. 

Another incident I remember happened dur-

ing Rev. Pates' ministry. He used to drive 
with horse and cutter in winter, down the 
track. Once, as heJ Mr. Pate, turned off the 
track to take the road to Crandall, the snow 
plow, which he apparently hadn't seen, whiz
zed past. How he could have been hit! 

During the early '20' s, the elevator at 
Quadra was torn down. Fred then worked 
two years in Melville, Sask., as water tank 
tender, but at the end ofthis time we returned 
to Manitoba on advice of the doctor, as my 
health was poor. Fred bought a team of 
horses and did some gravelling. Sometime 
later, Fred went back into elevator work 
and helped Mr. J. R. Lynch in the Federal 
elevator until his passing in 1947. 

About 1933, Fred became caretaker of the 
Arrow River three- roomed school, receiving 
$40.00 per month, and continued with this 
job with the help of his oldest daughter, Olga. 
I helped in the school, during noon hours, 
while Miss Eileen Smith (now Mrs. Everett 
Tennant) was primary teacher, taking up 
knitting with the girls, making paper flowers, 
and taught a group of girls a Scotch dance. 

About 1932, an airfield was erected west 
of Arrow River, south of the C.P.R. track. 
Fred was the only caretaker of the field. 
He had studied diesel engineering by cor
respondence, while living at Melville. His 
job at the field was to keep the motors gOing 

Fredel"ick James Townson History 
Olga, Bud, Mavis, Mr. and Mrs. Tc wnson, 
Laurel Gunson. 
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operated the beacon. There were two 
motors, one was a spare in case of trouble. 
At that time, winter caretaking presented 
a problem, as cars 'were not usable. So, 
Fred used to snowshoe. As you may guess, 
the nightly tramp in winter was no easy 
chore. The airfield was later dismantled as 
its beam was not in line with radar. Mr. C. 
A. Whittel, Regina, was the Serviceman for 
the field. 

High s.chool children of that day may well 
remember the lines they wrote when they 
took off, without permission, to see an aero
plane which had landed in the airfield during 
noon hour. Some of these children had walk
ed all the way, others managed to get a ride. 

Fred was a sport enthusiast and managed 
both a hockey and baseball club. The hockey 
boys of his time were: Reg Attwood (goal
keeper), Bill Attwood, Johnny Mitchel, Ivan 
Tennant, Bill Jackson, Lloyd Wiggins, Spence 
Littlejohn, Bob Elliott and Matt Davis. The 
club also put on a concert, taking part in 
it themselves. One item was a negro duet 
"Li'l 'Iza Jane", by Matt Davis, dressed 
in a butterfly skirt and Fred, dressed as 
the courting man. 

An old time orchestra was also organized 
about this time, in which Fred took a keen 
interest. They played for dances in the 
schoolroom which was a part of the old van 
shed. 

In Fred's failing years, he, with the help 
of his family, purchased a house on Mr. 
William Kidd's farm and, with the kind help 
of neighbors with tractors, they hauled it 
into Arrow River. Fred built a kitchen and 
bedroom onto the house. 

We have three children. Olga (Mrs. Angus 
McKinnon), living on the farm south of Ar
row River. She had one daughter. Laurel, by 
her first marriage. Mavis, taught school 
for eleven years. While teaching in Brandon, 
she studied and passed the Adances Psycholo
gy Course, given by a professor from Win
nipeg. Mavis was active in Sunday 
School work, helped in Brownies, C.G.I.T. 
and sewing. She had a Sunday School class 
while attending St. Paul's church in Bran
don. Later, in the fall of 1951, she married 
J. Kirton. They have one daughter, Mavis 
Anne, who is now 10 years of age. Anne has 
taken five years of piano, and is keenly inter
ested in horses. Our youngest, Arnold (Bud), 
served in the war, with the Royal Winnipeg 
Rifles, being seriously wounded on the Nor
mandy front. Bud was later taken to Eng-

land, where he lay eleven months in hos
pital. In 1951, Bud married a stenographer, 
Sylvia Martin, in Regina. They have three 
girls, Tracey, Carla and Brenda and a son 
Frederick James. They now reside in Van
couver, where Bud is employed as a salesman 
in his own field. He has gone to night school 
where he studied plumbing and heating: 

In 1956 I married John Lean of Minnedosa 
and we live in our home in Arrow River. 

WILLIAM JOHN TROUT 

by his wife, Ada Trout 

I met William John Trout in Black Torring
ton, North Devon, in 1905. I was living on a 
big estate belonging to Coham Fleming. The. 
rabbits were doing a lot of harm tothe crops, 
so Mr. Fleming got together quite a few 
young farmers to hunt these rabbits. They 
had ferrets with them, so there was a good 
day of hunting. In the evening, there was a 
supper for the youngfarmers. That was where 
I saw my husband first. He had been to the 
Boer War in South Africa, as had my bro
ther. He was in the Imperial Yeomanry, that 
is,on his medal. William was in Africa nearly 
four years. He had intended to have stayed 
there, but had a letter from his home saying 
that his young brother was very ill, so he 
went back. His brother had died before he got 
back to Devon. 

William Trout came to Canada and landed 
February 29, 1908. I also came to Canada 
in June 1908. My name was Ada Watts and I 
came from Cumbach, South Wales. When Iwas 
12 years old, I went to Bath in England, to 
live with my grandmother. I stayed there 
until I was 17 year s of age and then went to 
London. My occupation was children's nurse 
at the home of Rev. and Mrs. George Nelson 
Walsh, for six years and nine months. Then 
I went home to Wales, as my mother was 
ill. Will and I kept writing to one another 
during this time. I took a job in Toronto 
and moved to Winnipeg in the fall of 1908. 
I was at Fort Rouge ·until the spring, when 
we were married bt a Welsh minister, here 
in Winnipeg. The minister came from the 
next village to the place I lived in Cumbach. 
He was from a place called Mountain Ash, 
just three miles from myoId home. 

Will and I went to Oak Lake in 1909 and 
while there we heard of a farm at Arrow 
River. Will came to see this farm, which 
belonged to Jim Tom Stubbins, who was 
living there. Will decided to buy the farm. 
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:\t Oak Lake we were staying with some 
fnends. Charlie was born in Virden in 1910 
and was christened at Oak Lake in the Angli
can Church. We lived at Arrow River for 
38 years. We had a sale in October 1948 
and everything sold well. We had some good 
ye.ars on the farm, and some were pretty 
s11m. 

I remember Charlie and I were picking 
saskatoons one Sunday afternoon. We had 
our pails full so I said we might as well go 
home. We had just nicely got into the house and 
Will was out looking at his summerfallow. 
T~e wheat was a good looking crop. Ten 
mIllutes later there was nothing left. We 
had a bad hail storm, everything went, and 
the ground was black once more. We even 
had a few windows broken. We had to put our 
storm windows back on until we could put 
new glass in the others. Even the next day 
we could still find hailstones among the wood 
in the pile. Mr. and Mrs. Morton, Sr., gave 
me a pail of peas and beans, so I canned 
them. We never had the thresh1ng outfit out 
that year, as there was nothing to thresh. 
However, we got quite a lot of feed to carry 
on with, but nothing to thresh. 

. W. T. and I went to England in 1930, 
III Noyember on the Mont Clare and came 
back III the Canadian Pacific S.S. Duchess 
of Atholl, in April, 1931. A year after Mrs 
Trout :::ir. died. We were glad we had bee~ 
over to see her. In the spring of 1948 
w.e bought a house and lot in Miniota but 
?ld not move in until the fall. We had a sale 
III October. 

I remember we moved to Miniota on Octo
ber 31. At night we realized it was Halloween 
The children kept coming. I was new to thi~ 
as we did not have anything like that on the 
farm. I gave them money, but finally had to 
lock the door, as we were busy fixing up 
beds upstairs. We were more prepared for 
Hallowe'en visitors the next year. 

In 1957 W. T. died of a heart attack. In 
1958 I went overseas to Wales, Devon, 
Oxford. I travelled by plane and stayed six 
:nonths. I went to England by plane again 
III 1964. Now I am living in Winnipeg. 

My son, Charles, and Mae and family live 
at Arrow River. Their family consists of 
Ruth, Judy, John, William, Monica, Char
lene, Lynn and David. My second granddau
ghter, Judy lives here in Winnipeg and is 
taking a hairdressing course. 

GORDON TURNER 

by Mrs. Gordon Turner 

Gordon was born in Ontario on November 
11, 1889, and came west as a small boy. 
His dad, Allan Turner, and four brothers 
farmed in the West T\vo Creeks DIstrict. I 
was born at Sharbot Lake, Ontario on August 
11, 1895 and came west in 1902. My dad 
homesteaded in what is now known as the 
Jeffray District. 

Gordon and I were married on December 
3, 1913, and we lived in the West Two 
Creeks District. In the spring of 1915 we 
moved to the John Caldwell farm, which is 
now known as the J. Morton farm. 

On August 1, 1915, Ruby, our first daugh
ter was born in the big stone house. On 
October 29, 1916, our only son Ernie was 
born, also in the stone house. We lived 
there until 1917 when we moved to West 
Two Creeks on the Allan Turner farm 
where we lived until 1936. Viney, our sec~ 
ond daughter was born on March 29, 1919 and 
Winnie, our third daughter was born onApril 
21, 1921. 

Ruby is now Mrs. Allan McClure, and re
sides in Moosmin, Sask. They have three 
children and eight grandchildren. 

Ernie married Tena Kirby, and they have 
two children. He enlisted in 1940 and was 
killed overseas on October 30, 1944. 

"iny is Mrs. Harry Reeves, and resides 
in Brandon. They have five children and 
two grandchildren. 

Winnie is Mrs. WilL Frances, and re
sides in Brandon. They have five children 
and one grandchild. 

Gordon passed away on February 2, 1950. 

I now have fifteeen grandchildren, and fif
teen great grandchildren. 
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HARRY TURNER 

The first white man to settle in the Miniota 
district was Harry B. Turner. He arrived in 
1879, and broke the first sod in the district, 
He also built the first house. 

He was born at Deal, near Dover, England 
in 1855, and came to Quebec, also spending 
some time at London before coming to the 
west. 

He was married in 1881 by ArChibald Mc
Donald, the Hudson's Bay factor and J. P. at 
Fort Ellice. His bride was Miss Annabelle 
Bissett, who was the first white girl in the 
district. They homesteaded on the N.W. 
quarter of 19014- 26, which is now owned by 
the Reynolds Brothers, then they moved to the 
valley where they homesteaded on N.W. 24-
13-29, and farmed for a number of years. 
He operated a brick factory on this farm. 

When the town was formed, Mr. Turner 
bought the abandoned cheese factory which 
was located near the farm now owned by 
Russell Howard. He moved it into town, and 
after remodelling it, started the Turner Ho
tel; the first hotel in Miniota, now the Miniota 
Cafe. The first switchboard for the Miniota 
Municipal Telephone Co. was installed in 
this building, and his two daughters, Carrie 
and Hattie were the first telephone operators. 

He was a member of the local council for 
six years, was one. of the active promoters 
of the local telephone company, had the 
present Community Centre built, and later 
sold it to Messers. Hodnett and Spalding. 

The family consisted of five daughters and 
one son: Lizzie, Mrs. Ernest Fisher, who 
died in California. -Will, an engineer for 
the C.P.R., who died in Regina. - Hattie, 
who spent most of her life in Miniota, and 
died in Souris, -- Carrie, Mrs. Albert Spen
cer, who lived in Miniota until she and Mr. 
Spencer resided in Winnipeg. She died on 
Oct. 15, 1962. - Sarah, Mrs. Tom Graffstra 
of Souris, who died some years ago, and 
Daisy, Mrs. W. 1. Cook of Brandon, the only 
surviving member of the family. 

Mr. Turner died in 1915, and Mrs. Turner 
in 1922. 

JOHN TURNER 

I was born in Sheffield, England, served in 
India six years before the SecondWorldWar, 
and during the war saw service in North 
Africa, Italy, Greece and France. When 
hostilities ceased, I served with the control 
commission for Germany in Hamburg, -
vastly overstaffed. I moved to another posi
tion at Moscow in the British Embassy. 

Due to my mother's illness, I returned to 
Sheffield and took over a position with the 
Department of Light Engineering, which ex
ported to all parts of the world. An inter
esting feature of these bottle and jar lab
elling machines is that they are only eight 
feet by four feet, and fully automatic. Vis
ualize fourteen hundred dozen an hour, and 
how interesting to watch those machines 
working! 

At this time, I met my wife, Fern, who 
had come to England to train for anurse. We 
were married on her graduation as a regis
tered nurse, in 1954. Our daughter, Judith 
Anne, was born in England in October 1958. 
As England did not suit my wife, we came 
to Castleford, Ontario, staying the summer 
there and coming to Arrow River in Sept
ember 1963. 

FRANK R. TYLER 

by Mrs. Cyril Wythe 

Mr. Frank Tyler was born in London, Eng
land, on March 5, 1875. He came to Canada 
as a young man, working as farm help in 
different parts of Canada. In 1901 he mar
ried Catherine Bissett in Miniota. They made 
their home on the farm in the Assiniboine 
Valley, and were engaged in mixed farming. 
There were two daughters born to Mr. 
daughters born to Mr. and Mrs. Tyler; Edith 
and Ida. 

Mr. Tyler was a member of the Sons of 
England Lodge in Miniota, and was also a 
member of the Miniota School Board. 

In 1924 they moved to Medicine Hat, Alberta 
where Mr. Tyler was employed with the 
Maple Leaf Milling Co. till the time of his 
retirement. 

Mrs. Tyler died in 1950, and Mr. Tyler 
in 1952, leaving two daughters and five 
grandchildren. 
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FRED TYNDALL 

Fred Tyndall was born in Liverpool, Eng
land, and came to Canada with his parents. 
They had their passage booked on the ill
fated Titanic, but had been diverted to another 
boat. He resided in the Glenlochar district 
with friends, and completed his education 
there. 

He left Miniota in 1929 to reside in Toronto. 
He served with the Army Reserve Force, 
then went active and served from 1939-1945, 
going overseas in 1940. He also served with 
the U.S.A. Marine Corps. He died at Toronto 
in 1951. 

CHARLES W ADDINGHAM 

I, Charles Waddingham, came to Canada, 
from Yorkshire, England. Travellingbyboat, 
I left on Saturday, August 6, 1910, and the 
next Saturday landed in Montreal. I came 
on to Winnipeg, thence to Pope, Manitoba. 
Two weeks after leaving England, I was 
working as a harvest hand on Mr. Alfred 
Strachan's farm. After six weeks there, I 
went to Percy Warren's for the winter. 
In March, 1911, Mrs. Waddingham joined 
me and the two of us spent the summer 
at Mr. John Hyndman's. We then moved 
to George Elliott's, staying with him for 
nearly four years. Then we made yet another 
move, into a small house right across the 
road from Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Brown. 
It was built for us by Jim Bacon, who lived 
in the valley. We farmed his land for two 
years. 

In 1917, we moved to the Arrow Rive r 
community, having bought the old Stubbins' 
place. The house and three acres was bought 
from Mrs. William Elliott. We farmed here 
with horses. I kept a hired man who drove a 
5-horse team and I drove four, cultivating 
the soil. 

I, Mrs. Waddingham, always loved horses. 
I still like them, better than cars any day. 
I remember the first time I drove my 
team of drivers, Pat and Lucy, to Miniota. 
I really thought that was something! We 
always had a garden and lovely flowers on 
the slope by our home, on the farm. I suf
fered from arthritis for many years, but 
Charlie managed, working inside and out. 

We quit farming in 1939, selling the farm 
to Stan Lelond, but retained the house and 

three acre site. In 1960 we had the house 
moved to Hamiota where we now live. We 
are very happy here and only sorry that we 
did not move sooner. At time of writing, 
March, 1966, Charlie is eighty-eight and 
I am eighty two. We have been married 
sixty two years on March 26. 

I, Charlie, say that the trouble with people 
today is that they don't walk enough to keep 
heaitity. Why. I walked to Arrow River with 
my shopping bag for groceries for about 
six years, remember! 

MR. AND MRS. EDWIN WADHAM 

by Hazel Wadham 

Edwin Wadham was born on a farm 7 1/2 
miles south of the town of Maryfield. Sask
atchewan, and several miles straight west of 
Virden. For eight years he attended Hillcrest 
country school. At the age of 14 he left school 
and for eight more years helped his father 
on the home farm, as well as working for 
some of the neighbours. 

In 1946 he moved to Kenton to work on the 
Hydro. Here he again met Miss Hazel Curtis 
whom he had previously known in Virden in 
1943. 

I, Hazel, was born on a farm near Rivers. 
In 1933, I, with my parents and nine brothers 
and sisters, moved to Kenton. One ten year 
old brother had died and was left in the 
graveyard at Rivers. I received my schooling 
in Kenton, and worked there till I married 
Ed. Wadham on September 4, 1948. 

We spent the next five years at Maryfield 
on Edwin's Old Homestead. During this time 
a boy (Gilbert) and a girl (Noreen) were born 
to us. Crop failures and hail made farming 
difficult. We rented our farm to tenants, 
and went to work for a farmer in Wawota, 
Sask. Here we stayed for one year, during 
which time another son (Ken) was born. Then 
we moved to Virden, where for awhile Edwin 
worked in a garage. Next he got work in the 
oil fields for a year. Deciding this kind of work 
was too rough, he returned to garage work ... 
getting a job in an Esso Service Station on 
Highway No.1, with Emil Hoffman as his 
boss. Meanwhile he had sold his farm at Ma
ryfield, and bought a house outside of Virden. 
In 1956 another son was born (Glen) and for 
the next two years we were plagued with 
sickness. 

In 1960 Edwin operated a Service Station 
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in Binscarth while I worked in a cafe. We 
remained here for 18 months, and then the 
place was sold. 

Then followed a year working in a cafe in 
Oak Lake. At the end of this time Edwin took 
over a Service Station on the highway where 
he worked for a year. Our next stop was 
Miniota in 1963. Here we moved into the 
Maurice Curry house, and Edwin worked in 
a garage owned by Fred Bryant. In 1964 
Joe Poppel bought the place from Bryant, 
and in June, 1965, Mr. Jim Morton took 
over from Poppel. Thus Edwin changed em
ployers three times in three years. Mean
while, we have bought the house. 

We have enjoyed helping in some ofthe com
munity activities. Edwin has been assistant 
Cub leader for two years, and is a member 
of the Anglican Church Board. I am a leader 
in the Explorers and 4-H organizations, and 
a member of the W.A. We both attend the 
Anglican Church regularly, while our child
ren attend Sunday School. 

We hope to continue serving our community 
and church for many years to come. 

WILLIAM W ALDY 

William Waldie came to this country from 
Ontario in 1882 and homesteaded on Section 
SE 6-14-27 and his wife followed the same 
year. They built· a log house and in later 
years built an addition with logs. Mr. Waldie 
had a family of eight, four boys and four 
girls. Ivor still lives on the homestead, 
Eunice at Virden and May at Regina. Mr. 
Waldie died in 1922 and Mrs. Waldie in 1938. 

LILY WALKER 

(Mrs. Rae Van Koughnett) 

I am Lily Walker, eldest child of Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Walker - (Mrs. Walker is now 
Mrs. J. Grant) I was born on August 7 
1907. Jim, my oldest brother, a year younge; 
than myself, is now living in Crandall, Man. 
From Miniota we moved to a farm at Willen. 
One of my memories of this time is about 
one day when Mother, Dad, Jim and I were 
driving with horse and buggy to MiniotaSports, 
when around a corner on the West Hill came 
Dr. Chalmers with one of the first cars in 
Miniota. Our horse stood on his hind legs and 
tried to take off. To this day I have a phobia 
of backing down a hill! 

Dad died sudenly of a heart attack at the 
age of 33, and we again moved i~to town. 
A few months later Mother had twm boys -
Jack and Francis. When the twins were about 
a year old, a bad fire bu~ned several of the 
buildings on Miniota's mam street. 

After leaving High School at Miniota, I 
went to Hodgeville, Sask. with Margaret 
Lelond. Here I got a job at harvest time 
working for Mr. and Mrs. Stubbins. Mr. 
Stubbins asked me if my father had ever 
taken land in Saskatchewan. Later I learned 
that he had, but a mistake had been made 
in the filing and Dad had never gone back. 
So here I was, 18 years later, back at the 
same place. Here I met Rea Van Koughnett 
whom I later married. Rea had been born in 
Parry Sound, but afterwards n:ove~ to Hodge
ville where he homesteaded wIth hIS parents. 

On one of our first trips to Miniota after 
our marriage, we visited with Mrs. McKenzie, 
Sr. and she asked if my husband could 
speak English. No doubt she thought that 
anyone with a name like Van Koughnett could 
not be familiar with the English language! 

We had lived a few years at Hodgeville 
when the drought came. As we were in the 
sand belt we had to leave, so we went to 
Peace River Alberta, with Bert and Elsie 
Lelond. This 'was quite an experience for all of 
us -- being nearly broke in a new country. 

Five years later our first baby, Murray, 
was born, with a lady missionary acting as 
doctor. 

While living at Clearhills, Alta. the river 
overflowed its banks, and one morning we 
woke up to find a foot of water on the floor. 
We moved to Grenshaw, Alta. where we stay
ed for three years. Here our first daughter, 
Shirley, was born in Peace River Hospital. 
Next we went to Deaconville for a year, 
my brother Jack came up and spent a year 
with us. About this time we decided to re
turn to the prairie, and I stayed in Miniota 
all summer before going to live at Mankota, 
Sask. where three years later our son, 
Barry, was born. Our next move was to 
Schrieber, Ontario. Here we rented a garage. 
Later, Rea and my brother, Francis, bought 
the garage, and we lived in Schrieber for 
twenty years. 

Finally, we sold out and moved to White 
River which I think is the coldest place in 
Canada. After working here for three years, 
Rea was laid off, and we decided to move to 
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Vancouver. People said we were crazy, and 
would not get work easily because Rea was 
60. However, we found that a good mechanic 
could get work if he wanted it, and about a 
week later Rea had a good job. I, also, work
ed for two years, then we bought a home in 
North Surry along the Fraser River on the 
outskirts of Vancouver. Here we have fruit 
trees and berries, and my only regret is that 
we didn't move to B.C. sooner. All my fa
mily are here, except one girl who is in 
Winnipeg. 

After living in Ontario, Manitoba, Sask
atchewan, and Alberta we really enjoy and 
appreciate life in British Columbia. 

JAMES L. WALKER 

by Mrs. J. L. Walker 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Walker and daughter Jean 
came to Arrow River in April 1939, after 
being dried out at Tate, Saskatchewan. We 
worked for F. B. Palmer, then J. J. Lelond 
at Arrow River; and P. Scutt, and Ellering
ton Brothers in the Glenlochar District. 
Jim took over the Imperial Oil Agency in 
Miniota in January 1942. He did general 
trucking also until 1951. We operated a coffee 
shop in the old Massey Harris building from 
1951 until 1955. Two more children were 
born; a daughter in 1948, and a son in 1954. We 
moved to Virden in 1956, where another son 
was added to the family. We still reside in 
Virden, and our daughte r Jean is married and 
lives in Regina. Our daughter Bev. married 
Ron Wiltshire of Beulah in 1966 and they live 
on the home farm. 

WILLIAM WALKER 

by Mrs. Connie McKinnon 

William Walker came from Yorkshire, Eng
land to Canada in 1923. He worked for Mr. H. 
Dowell in Arrow River for some thirteen 
years, and for Mr. Wallace Bonner in 1934-
1935. 

In June~ of 1935 he married Miss Connie 
Andrew and started farming for himself 
on N.E. 20-13-26 then moved to S.E. 29-13-
26. In the fall of 1944 he purchased and mov
ed to the McQuay farm, S.E. 12-13-26. 

Bill was very active in Church and commun
ity. He took a keen interest in youth sports, 

ball, hockey, etc. He was a member of the 
school board, also the Co-op board. His 
death occurred in 1954. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walker had three sons, Larry 
and his wife live on the home farm; Clifford 
and Robert are presently employed at the 
Potash Mine in Esterhazy, Sask. 

LAWRENCE WILLIAM WALKER 

by L. Walker 

I, Larry Walker, eldest son of the late 
William Walker and Mrs. John McKinnon of 
Miniota, was born on May 17, 1938. I re'
ceived my education in Miniota and attended 
Sunday School at Holy Trinity Church, of 
which I am now a member. Upon the death 
of my father in 1954, I left school to help 
run the farm. I took an active part in the 
4-H Calf Club and at present am leader of 
the club. Through the club I took a keen in
terest in showing, and in 1958, started my 
own herd of Aberdeen Angus cattle, with 
the purchase of three heifers from C. E. 
Glasman and Sons of Russell, Man. 

In February, 1960, I married Janet White, 
only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George White 
of Isabella. We took up residence on the 
home farm of 1 1/4 sections. The S.E. 
1/4 of 8-14- 26 was purchased from Alfred 
Blaich in 1965. From 1958 to 60 I rented a half 
section from Mrs. H. Attwood at Arrow 
River, and from 1960 to 1964 I rented a half 
section from Mr. George White of Isabella. 

I am presently serving on the board of di
rectors of the local, Co-Op. Through the 
years I have participated in such sports as 
baseball, softball, curling and hockey. 

We have two boys; William Thomas age 
six and Alan Glen age two and one-half. 

BRUCE WALLACE 

by daughter Florence 

My father carne to the Blaris district from 
England as a young man around 17 years of 
age. He worked for different farmers around 
the district during the summer months. In the 
fall, he worked on the threshing gangs, as 
the threshing was done from stacks after 
freeze- up. His work was that of a bush
eller . 
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In January, 1907, he married my mother, 
Barbara Sutherland, daughter of John G. 
Sutherland, Sr., On the third of December, 
the same year, their first child, a daughter, 
Mary, was born. 

In those days there were no phones, and 
they relied on horses as a means of travel. 
In times of sickness one had to venture 
out, be it storm or fine weather, to get a 
doctor. The Blaris community was blessed 
with a very fine neighbor, Mrs. Walter 
Palmer, who was never too tired or too busy 
when the call for help came to her door. 

. My father and mother were busy but happy, 
working· for the good of their home and 
community. 

Father was very fond of horses, and took 
a great interest in his drivers, showing them 
at small fairs, while mother was busy baking 
bread and getting her butter and jam ready 
for showing. They were two young people full 
of life, hope and plans for present and future. 
They added another room or two, to the 
one- roomed house, enlarged the stables and 
broke up a few more acres of land with a 
team and walking plough. Along with the 
additions to buildings and . land work, there 
was the arrival of three more Children, all 
girls: Magdaline in February, 1910, Barbara 
in November 1911, and Florence, in February 
1914. 

They had just started to pay for another 1/2 
section of land, the north half of 25-14- 26, 
which they had bought from Henry Wilson, 
when father took sick and was in Winnipeg 
hospital for some time. As it was war time, it 
was almost impossible to get help. Mother, 
with what help she could get, managed one 
summer and one winter, but as father did not 
improve too much, they rented the farm in 
the spring of 1916 to Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
White, a young Irish couple. Mother and girls 
moved to the Robert Calder buildings, one 
quarter mile north of Isabella town, taking 
with them a few cows, team of horses and 
their hens. They cleaned up the old two
roomed house, as it had not been lived in 
for some time, and made it quite comfort
able. 

The following spring, on March 31, 1918, 
my father died. His sister, Florence, who 
had come out from England after he had 
married, stayed with Mother a few years, 
and with her help, Mother managed to look 
after her cows and hens, selling butter and 
eggs to as many of the town folk as she could 
supply. 

Mother was a school teacher, so got quite 
a few days substituting in the school, and 
through the years, finished paying for her 
farm. 

In the fall of 1919, Mr. White bought a farm 
of his own. Mr. and Mrs. Wyness and their 
daughter, Marion, were the next tenants, and 
they stayed for a number of years. Mr. Wy
ness died in 1932. Mrs. Wyness and Marion, 
with hired help, carried on for a few years, 
but found the farm quite a responsibility, 
and they held a sale in 1934. Mr. and Mrs. 
F. Robinson were the next tenants . 

While my mother, my sisters and I were at 
Isabella, we attended Sunday School and 
school. Mother took quite an interest in young 
people One Easter Sunday, she formed a 
choir of young girls. As they came onto the 
platform, they each carried a white lily as 
they sang "This White Lily Has a Story." 
This was the start of a choir in Isabella 
Sunday School. When the skating rink was 
built, mother bought skates for herself and 
us and taught us Jo skate. 

The few years at Isabella were hard years, 
being war time. One outstanding thing in my 
memory is, at that time grain was sold on 
the open market and each day after four, 
it was our chore to go down to the elevator 
and get the wheat quotations to take home to 
mother. Then came the headache, should I 
sell, or should I hold? There was no phone 
to turn to or no one to help make the deci
sion. But, in spite of all the worries, there 
were many pleasant memories such as the 
Annual Sunday school picnic at the Narrows. 
If the woods could talk, I am sure we would 
hear many happy stories of four little girls 
and their friends, as they made believe 
with their play house, dolls, mudpies, tele
phones and so on, and a busy mother who 
was never too tired to listen to their tales, 
and judge the bouquets of wild flowers they 
gathered. 

In the spring of 1922, Motherhadwordfrom 
Mr. Calder, that he was returning to the farm. 
This meant another move. Where? Mother's 
father, Grandpa Sutherland, asked her to 
come home with him, as Grandma had died 
the previous year. This she did, Mary still 
attending school at Isabella and the rest of 
us going to· Blaris for the remainder of the 
term. 

This year 1922, was the first year that 
the Miniota Municipal school field day was 
held, and Blaris won the pennant for the 
rural schools. The term beginning in the fall 
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of 1923, Clayton Miller drove barbara and 
Mattie to Arrow River and I continued at 
Blaris. 

In the summer of 1922, GrandpaSutherland 
drew up the plans and mother had a new barn 
built on her farm. 

Grandpa Sutherland died in the summer of 
1924, so in the spring of 1925, mother 
bought a house in Arrow River and moved 
to town. This was quite a change from the 
long hours and hard work, but the change 
she needed, as the responsibility she was 
shouldering by herself was not always the 
easiest. Mother grew very fond of her new 
home and community, and had more time 
for community work. She taught the Bible 
Class, helped with the C.G.LT. group, with 
which she loved to go camping in the sum
mer. 

In the summer of 1929, mother had a four 
roomed house built on the quarter left to 
her by her father. We girls finished our high 
school education at Arrow River and Normal 
School at Brandon and Winnipeg. 

Later, each was married from home: Mag
dalene, was married to William Attwood, on 
Christmas Day, 1933. They lived for the first 
few years on the Russell Lynch farm and in 
the fall of 1937, moved to mother's home 
farm 26-14- 26. Barbara married Spence 
Littlejohn on December 6, 1934. They live at 
Arrow River on Section 20-13-25. Florence 
married Homer Lelond in October, 1936. 
They live in the Crandall district on the 
southeast half of 8-14- 25, a half section that 
had been left to mother by her father. Mary 
married Alanzo Hurst on May 24, 1938. 
They have resided in Shoal Lake since their 
marriage. 

Mother spent the last three years of her 
life with me. She left four daughters, nine 
grandchildren and one great- grandson (Ro
bert Bruce Still). She died on the 5th day of 
October, 1959. The day ofthefuneral, October 
7th, the first snow storm of the year, start
ed about noon. By night, roads were blocked 
and cars were stranded for as long as three 
or four days before the snow plow could get 
out. This snow came to stay for the winter. 

I am sure "Grandma Wallace" shall long 
be remembered by the Arrow River school 
children for he~ keen interest in their work 
and play, brought them very close to her. 
Behind her kitchen door, was a locker for 
their mail and parcels, all to be called for 
at a later date. She will be remembered by 

all, as she stood on her step as the vans 
gathered, with mail for this one and parcels 
for that, lest they forget. 

MR. AND MRS. W. P. WALLACE 

by Mr. and Mrs Spence Wallace 

Mr. William Perry Wallace, his brother 
Joe, and his father, Mr. John Wallace, came 
west in 1882. William Wallace, at the age of 
sixteen, homesteaded in the Palmerston dis
trict and became a very successful farmer. 
Joe Wallace homesteaded just east of W il
liam, and died in 1890 at the age of 26. 

In 1888, William Wallace married Susan 
Hyndman, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. 

·Samuel Hyndman, of Newbridge, Ontario. 
'To them were born six children, Mabel, Lina, 
Perry, Gladys, Spencer and Samuel. Mabel 
married Rev. Philip Duncan in 1915. She and 
Lina passed away in 1918, which was a very 
deep sorrow to Mr. and Mrs. Wallace. 

Mr: and Mrs. Wallace brought with them 
from their birthplace, Fordwich, Ontario, a 
carload of cows, horses, machinery and 
household necessities to begin life on the 
prairies. Like all other newcomers, they 

- built their houses and log stables. In fact,_ 
to this day, there is still standing one of the 
original log granaries on the old home site, 
which is still used for a machine shed. Few of 
their homes were architectural masterpiec
es, but memories and character were-built 
into every room. In these homes, western 
hospitality originated, always room for one 
more, and never anyone turned away. In 
those days, people appreciated the compan
ionship of congenial neighbors and friends. 

In the early days, church services were 
held in the homes, and everyone joined in 
real fellowship. In later years, the Palmer
ston church was built and Rev. Philip Duncan 
was one of the first to preach in this church. 
Later, he and Mabel Wallace were married 
there by the Rev. John Strong, a close friend 
of Philip Duncan. 

Grandma Mitchell was one of Mrs. Wal
lace's closest and dearest friends, and she 
was dearly loved by everyone. Mrs. David 
Brown and Mrs. Wright were Mrs. Wallace's 
friends. Mrs. Wright came and stayed with 
Mrs. Wallace when Mabel was a baby and very 
ill. These thoughts and deeds were stamped 
on the minds of these pioneers and never 
forgotten. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wallace left the farm and 
moved to Crandall in 1923. Spence continued 
on the farm and married Irene Crosby in 
1925. They have one son, Bill. Perry mar
ried Lillian Barr and lived near the old home. 
They have two sons, Harvey and Neil. Sam
uel married Muriel Hunkin, and lived on ad
joining land to the old home. They have two 
children, Lawrence and Arlene. 

Mr. Wallace passed away on August 3,1933. 
Mter a few years, Mrs. Wallace sold her 
home in Crandall, and passed away Jan. 21, 
1958, in Victoria, B.C., at the home of her 
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Pearce. 

This is a special tribute to our loved ones 
and to the pioneers of long ago: 

"God calls our loved ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 
They live on earth in thought and deed. as 

truly 
As in His Heaven." 

SAM WALLACE 

by Mrs. Wallace 

Sam was born January, 1900, and got his 
schooling at Brighton. He helped his father 
on the farm from the tim? he was quite 
young, until 1936, when he took over the 
neighboring farm to the west from Bob 
Pearce. In 1937, he married me, Muriel 
Hunkin. We had two children, a son, Law
rence, and a daughter, Arlene. They both 
went to school at Arrow River and took part 
in all church, 4-H activities. In 1956, Law
rence went to Winnipeg and took a diesel 
course, after which he became employed in 
Brandon. 

Arlene took to the telephone operating, 
and was employed at Hamiota and Melita, 
where she met and married John Oliver, in 
1962. They now have two sons, Michael and 
Philip, and are presently residing in Winni
peg. 

Sam and I took an active part in most 
community affairs. In 1963, we decided to give 
up farming, so sold out and moved to Bran
don where we still reside. 

JAMES WELLINGTON WARREN 

James Warren was born at Palmerston, 
Ontario in 1862. He married C~A~k.'ine Char
lotte MacDonald in 1883, an;;' came west in 
the early 1900s. The couple resided In Ham
iota and Crandall districts until they took up 
residence in Miniota. 

Jim, as he was more familiarly known led 
a very colorful life. In the early days he 'took 
a keen interes! in the "Sport of Kings," 
and owned trottIng horses. He seldom miss
ed mounting his sulky at race meets for 
miles around. He also took an interest in 
public affairs and was Councillor for Ward 
6 from 1931- 36, and 1939-42. 

Mrs. Warren died in 1938, and Mr. Warren 
died in 1955, in Lady Minto Home at Minne
dosa after being an invalid for years. 

MR. AND MRS. 

JOHN NIXON WARREN 

Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Warren were among 
the early pioneers to settle in the Palmers
ton district, making their home on the N. W. 
quarter of 10-13- 25, part of the same section 
where subsequently both the Palmerston 
school and church were located. 

Mr. Warren was born in Huron County 
Ontario, in 1854, where, following som~ 
schooling, he worked on railroad construc
tion. He married Eliza Jane McDonald, a 
school teacher, also from Huron County in 
1877, and in 1878 they came west andfarmed 
at High Bluff, Manitoba. 

In 1882, the Warrens moved to the Hamiota 
district, where homestead land had been taken 
by Mr. Warren's father and, in 1885, moved to 
the Palmerston district. For the first few 
years, they lived in a house built of elm logs, 
hauled from the Assiniboine valley. Mr. 
Warren liked to tell that he paid for the roof 
with money earned in the collection of go
pher tails by his sons. 

In these early days Mr. Warren owned a 
team of mules, the only ones in the area 
and noted for their strength, and he travelled 
many miles to help out when heavy moving 
proved too much for horses . 

. Mr. Warren and his brother, Joseph, were 
Instrumental in organizing the first school 
in the district and, in 1892, the Palmerston 
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school was built. When a teacher arrived be
fore the building was completed, classes were 
held for a time in the Warren log house. 

Mr. Warren was a member of the Palmer
ston School Board for many years and later 
was a member of the Municipal Council. 

After retiring from farming in 1916, Mr. 
Warren was engaged as Municipal Weed 
Inspector, a position he held until his 80th 
year. His hobby in retirement was harness 
racing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren had six children -
Percy, now deceased; Milton in Winnipeg, 
Ethel (Mrs. Bell) now deceased, Frances 
(Mrs. Lorimer) of Vancouver, Edna (Mrs. 
Frame) of Winnipeg and Ernest now de
ceased. 

They celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary in 1937, with all their children 
present for the occasion. Mr. Warren died 
in 1938 and Mrs. Warren in 1941. 

MR. AND MRS:. 

PERCY SALTER WARREN 

Mr. Percy Warren was born at High 
Bluff Manitoba in 1878 and came with his 
pare~ts to the Palmerston distric.t in 1885: 
In 1909 he married Agnes Robmson ana 
they moved to make their home on the S.E. 
quarter of 16-13-25, where they engaged in 
mixed farming until 1935, when they moved 
back to the Warren homestead, farming there 
until the time of their deaths in 1948. 

They had three children, all born o~ t~e 
original farm, Doris and Clarence of Wmlll
peg, and Frank of Brandon, and all attended 
school at Palmerston and later at Arrow 
River. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren were always active 
in community affairs and their home was al
ways open to anyone in need. Through their 
forty years in the district, many a traveller 
stopped by for a cup of tea and many went on 
his way with a loaf of homemade bread. 

John Lee lived with the Warrens during most 
of their farming years. John came to the 
J. N. Warrens from England at the age of 
fifteen. In 1916, he moved to the Percy War
ren home and lived with the family until 
his death in 1951. During his years in Can
ada, he lived with four generations of War
rens. 

DENNIS WATTERS 

by his son Lawrence 

My father, Dennis Watters, and his twin 
brother, Patsy, came to Canada in 1889. Their 
parents had died when the boys were nine 
years old. Dennis married FrancesWheeler, 
sister of Dr. Richard Wheeler, who had a 
general practise and drugstore in Birtle. 
The Wheeler family caml~ from Cork, Ire
land, before 1900. 

The Watters brothers did mixed farming 
in the Arrow River district, trading thei.r 
produce for the necessities of life, as there 
was not too much money in circulation. In 
the 1900' s, they hauled their produce to 
Virden. During one trip, my father broke 
his leg and almost froze to de~th. On anot~er 
occasion, a log house he was m was carned 
away by a hurricane. In many ways, the 
early settlers had a very difficult time. 

My father was quite athletic, taking part 
in sports. He was a very good-hearted man, 
always willing to help others. He was a man 
of his word, very practical and interesting. 
His predictions of the West Coast have come 
true. Both my parents took active part in 
church work. 

Harvesting time was a busy time in the 
early days feeding a gang of men. I can 
remember Imy mother making 40 pies. The 
women and men worked from dawn to dusk, 
with very few conveniences. 

Patsy, my uncle, was quite interested in 
music. He had the first gramaphone around, 
and made records of songs and music. He 
also had the first car in the district. 

I have lived around Vancouver most of 
my life, as I moved west in 1908. We have 
one son, Albert, in Victoria, and two daugh
ters, in U.S.A. 

PATRICK WATTERS 

by Mae Watters 

Patrick Watters was born at Emerald Isle, 
County Cork, Ireland, In the year 1870, when 
he was 12 years old, he came to Canada with 
the Stoward's. He farmed in many areas. 
In 1908, he married Ellen Cole, who was born 
in Tipperary, Ireland. December 6, 1877. She 
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came to Canada in 1906 to her uncle Bill 
Howard. 

Mr. and Mrs. Watters had seven children, 
Eileen, Bill, May, Dick, Mildred, Mary and 
Francis. 

Eileen married William Edwin Nankivell 
and has a family of seven children: Edwin 
(deceased); Lena (Mrs. Ivan Lawrence) who 
has a family of five; Lawrence, who married 
Phylis Little, have one little girl; Clifford, 
who married Joanna Souter and has a fam
ily of two children; Stanley, who married 
Lorraine Long; Mary (Mrs. Franklin War
ren) who has a family of four; Dennis, who 
is at home on the farm. 

Bill is still a bachelor and lives on the 
home -farm. He raises grain and keeps a herd 
of cattle. He is a good neighbour and always 
willing to lend a helping hand. 

Dick married Pearl Hall and has a family 
of four girls and two boys: Gwen (Mrs. Bill 
Charney), Kay (Mrs. Ray Rankie), Evelyn 
(Mrs. Don O'Dell), George, Keith and Au
drey. 

May is married to Frank Gardham Jr., 
and has four boys, Joe, Jim, Murray and 
David. Joe is married and has one son. 

Mildred married Reg Attwood and has 
four girls, Mary (Mrs. Erik Hurlin) who 
has two boys; Sheila (Mrs. Hunter Lob
ban) who has two boys; Patricia (Mrs. 
Larry Moldowan) who has one daughter 
and one son; Sharon who attends school. 

Mary is married to Sam Griffiths and has 
a boy and a girl. Margaret is married to 
Bob Staples and Kenneth works in Brandon 
for the Brandon Sun. 

Francis married May Morrow and has 
a boy and a girl, Bob and Linda. 

Mrs. Watters passed away July 26, 1947. 
Patsy, as he was better known, retired to 
Arrow River and lived in a little house which 
he built himself. He passed away November 
18, 1949. 

FRANCES WATTERS 

by Mae Watters 

Francis Watters, the youngest son of Mr. 
and Mrs. PatrickWatters, was born at Miniota 
January 9, 1920. He received his education 
at Arrow River school. 

In the year of 1942, he started farming 
with his sister, Mrs. Frank Gardham, Jr. 
In 1945, he bought this farm from Frank 
Gardham Jr., when they moved to Isabella. 

Francis married Mae Morrow, onlydaugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Morrow, in 1947. 
On October 17, 1951, Bob was born. In Sept
ember 1955 a baby boy was born which died 
at birth. In 1960 Linda was born. 

Bob attended school at Arrow River for six 
years and is now attending Miniota school. 
He is active in baseball, hockey and 4-H 
calf club work. 

Francis is active in com llUnity work and 
was trustee of the local school board for four 
years. Mae is also active in cOm'munity af: 
fairs and is a member of the Women's In
stitute. 

In the spring of 1956, Francis and Mae 
bought the farm 30-13- 25, which had belong
ed to the late Frank Lelond, where they pre
sently reside. 

CHARLES JAMES PERCY WATTS' 

F AMIL Y HISTORY 

by P. C. Watts 

Charles James Percy Watts, the eldest son 
of Rev. P. J. Watts of Battle, Sussex, England 
came to Canada in 1885 at the age of nineteen. 
He spent the first few years at Oak Lake, Man. 
and in 1888 he homesteaded on the N.W. 1/4 
of 32-13- 27, which is in the Wynona School 
District. 

In 1889 Archie and Leslie Marshall came to 
Manitoba, and Archie homesteaded on the 
N.W. 1/4 of 6-14-24. They just had a small 
shanty. In 1890 Mr. G. A. J. A. Marshall 
brought Mrs. Marshall and the rest of the 
family to Manitoba; bringing a son Harry 
and a daughter Violet Isabel, who was seven
teen. They bought their tickets in England 
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to a place shown on the map as a town and 
railway terminus named Parkissimo. But on 
arriving in Elkorn they were told that was as 
close as they could get to their desti.nation, 
and they would have to drive from there. As 
this was years before a railway came to 
Miniota, - which was then Parkissimo -
they stayed the night at the Rosebury Hotel. 
Next day they started out for Archie's hom.:
stead, but owing to the shanty.being so small, 
Mr. Watts came to their rescue and invited 
them to use his house as he had a house with 
two rooms. The ladies used the house and the 
men slept in the hay loft. 

Before leaving England Mr. Marshall was 
a bank manager in the town of Ryde, on the 
Isle of Wight. 

After being on the prairie about twoweeks, 
Mr. Marshall had gone to Elkhorn to get what 
he could in the way of groceries. While he 
was away the folks had some visitors from 
Beulah. There was Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Long 
and Hugh Gibbon, who was only a small boy at 
that time. The visitors stayed for dinner, but 
all there was in the house was one egg and 
some flour, so the women made what they 
called dough boys, which was bread dough 
cooked in boiling water. Mr. Gibbon, being 
the oldest person there got the egg. The next 
visitor was Mr. Long, who again came over 
driving a team of oxen. He drove the Mar
shalls up to see Archie and Leslie's shanty. 
The first look did not make them think any 
more of Manitoba. 

About this time the Watts took the Marshalls 
by train from Elkhorn to Oak Lake to see an 
Indian Pow-Wow. They did a lot of danCing, 
and wore mostly paint and feathers. Owing 
to the Indians getting too excited, they were 
not allowed to hold any more Fow-Wows at 
that time. 

Mr. Marshall bought the S. 1/2 of sec. 30-
13- 27, and had a house built by Mr. John 
Hume of Elkhorn. When the house was com
pleted the Marshalls moved into it. The house 
is still standing, and is occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Elmer Brown. 

Soon after moving into this house winter 
came, and it seemed very severe after living 
in the south of England. 

The main road to Elkhorn used topass about 
a mile south of the Marshall home. On winter 
nights Mr. Marshall always left a light in the 
upstairs window. He was often told that the 
light helped people who otherwise would have 
been lost. 

A birthday came for one of the family, SQ 
they thought of making a fruit cake. On going 
to Elkhorn to get the ingredients for the cake, 
they were told that sort of groceries were 
only handled at Christmas time. 

Mr. Watts and Miss Marshall were married 
on Mary 17, 1894, and lived in the house own
ed by Mr. Watts on section 32-13- 27. One of 
the main worries in those days was prairie 
fires which burned for miles, and for days 
and nights, as there was a lot of open prairie 
to the west. In those days, all the men had to 
get out and fight the fires whenever they came 
close to any of the homesteads. 

The first son was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Watts on April 29, 1895. He is William G. 
Watts, who is living in British Columbia. 

In the summer of 1895 Mrs. Watts entered 
a ladies'riding contest at the Elkhorn Fair. 
Mrs. Watts won the first prize using a ladies' 
side saddle. This saddle was recently do
nated to the Elkhorn Museum with Mrs. 
Watt's consent. 

In 1896 Mr. Watts purchased the neighbor
ing farm belonging to Mr. Chas. Reid. The 
Reids had not been here very long when one 
day Mrs. Reid went to Elkhorn, and Mr. 
Reid was at home putting up hay. Going out to 
the hay field after dinner, Mr. Reid looked 
back, and the house was all in flames. The 

Watts' Home in England. 
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Reids were not able to save anything. All 
they had left was the clothes theywere wear
ing. Not long after the fire Mr. Reid sold 
the land to Mr. Watts and the Reids left the 
country. The farm was called "Speedwell 
Farm." This farm was crossed by the old 
Fort Ellice Trail. 

On November 1, 1896, the second son was 
born in the new house -- Percy Charles. 
About this time Mr. Marshall left the farm, 
and he and Mrs. Marshall moved to Portage 
la Prairie where he was Magistrate until he 
retired at the age of eighty. 

Archie Marshall took over his father's 
farm. He married General Pigott's youngest 
daughter Violet. For a number of years they 
farmed there until moving to Saskatoon. From 
there Archie enlisted in World War I and was 
killed in the second battle of Ypres. 

The Watts continued on the farm for some 
years. One night, during a very severe thun
der storm the barn was struck by lightning 
and burned. The only animal in the barn was 
Mrs. Watts' favorite riding pony -- the one 
she rode at Elkhorn Fair. The pony was burned 
to death, and Mrs. Watts was very sorry to 
lose her favorite pony. 

During these times wild geese and sandhill 
cranes were around by the thousands, also 
hundreds of whooping cranes. At harvest time 
the fields often looked to be covered with 
snow when the white geese were feeding. 

The Robert Collingwoods of Beulah and the 
H. M. Powers were among the good friends of 
the family in those days. 

Leslie Marshall farmed for a few years on 
section 32-13- 27. After leaving the farm he 
worked at various places before making his 
home at the coast where Mrs. Marshall 
died some years before him. 

Harry Marshall lived on the farm with his 
parents, and at times herded sheep for a 
neighbor, Charlie Thompson. When Mr. and 
Mrs. Marshall moved to Portage he went also. 
There he studied law for some years, and 
later he opened a law office in Rivers. After 
some years he returned to Portage and be
came the District Registrar at the Land Titles 
Office. There he married Grace McIvor of 
Portage. They had one son. Roy, and one 
daughter Ester. Some years later the famIlY 
moved to Victoria where Harry died. 

A daughter was born to the Watts on July 
27, 1906 -- Gladys Constance. In 1912 the 

Watts left the farm and moved to Miniota, 
where Mr. Watts started in the garage bus
iness in 1916 with his son Percy. In 1920 
Mr. Watts died, and Pe rc y is still continuing 
the business in the same building. 

In 1923 Percy married Marion, the eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Elliott of 
Arrow River. They had two children, Charles 
B. and Ora Evelyn. Charles married Edna 
Brewingron, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. Brewington of Moose'lIaw. They have two 
children, Kevin and Shelly. Ora graduated 
from Brandon Hospital in 1949 as an R.N. 
winning high honors on graduating. Later, 
working at Port Alberni hospital and the 
Willow Chest Clinic, in Vancouver, she was 
taken ill, and died at home in 1959. 

In 1926 William G. Watts married Nellie, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. McKee of Bla
ris. They have one son Eric, who is in Daw
son Creek, B.C. Mr. and Mrs. Watts live at 
Spencer's Bridge, B.C. 

Gladys Watts married Tom Christian of 
Kincaid, Sask. in 1930. They have one dau
ghter, Joyce. 

Mrs. C. J. P. Watts is living in Victoria, 
B.C., and we hope to -visit her in a few 
weeks from now. 

JAKE WEBSTER 

Mr. Webster was born in Lincolnshire, 
England in 1870, and came to Canada in 
1888 to his brother, Cowley Webste r. He 
did homestead in what is now the Wallace 
Municipality, but gave it up as the land was 
poor. In 1901 he bought the N.W. 1/4 of 
1-13-27, and S.E. 1/4 of 11-13-27, where he 
resided until he retired from farming in 1943. 
Mr. and Mrs. Webster had one daughter 
Mary, who is now Mrs. Wilson, and who 
lives in Winnipeg. 

THOMAS HEADL Y WHEATLAND 

T. H. Wheatland was born in OntariO, 
coming to Manitoba as an infant in 1880. In 
the spring of 1922, Headly came tothe Arrow 
River district, accompanied by his wife, 
Edith Perris of Liverpool, England. 

Mr. Wheatland had served with the C.E.F. 
7th Battalion, during the First World War, 
and was wounded. He never fully recovered 
and died in Miniota hospital in 1937 at the 
age of 58. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wheatland farmed through 
difficult times and the depression years, 
always looking forward to next year as far
mers are wont to do. 

Edith Wheatland, during her time at Arrow 
River, added to the enjoyment of social gath
erings with her musical ability, both piano and 
vocal. She retired in Minnedosa, Manitoba, 
and passed away in 1965. 

DR. RICHARD WHEELER 

Dr. Richard Wheeler was born in County 
Cork, Ireland, in 1861, the son of James 
and Frances (Sadleir) Wheeler. They left the 
Emerald Isle in 1891 and settled at Arrow 
River on a farm where the father died April 
1911. Mrs. Wheeler had predeceased her 
husband in 1891, a few weeks after her ar
rival in Canada. They were the parents of 
five children, Frances, buried in Ireland; 
Henry who passed away at Arrow River in 
1900, at age 32; Alice, and Frances (the 
second), who married Dennis Watters at 
Arrow River. The family was one of the ol
dest in Ireland and could be traced back in 
a direct line to William the Conqueror. 

Dr. Wheeler graduated from Queen's Col
lege, in County Cork and from the Royal 
College of Physicians and S)lrgeons of Ed
ingburgh, Scotland. After 18 months of gen
eral practise, he decided to come to Canada 
and accordingly became a citizen, doctor 
and farmer in the Arrow River district. In 
1894 Dr. Wheeler purchased the drug store 
in Birtle and left the farm, but retained 
ownership of it until 1908. 

Many were the trips these pioneer doctors 
made. In 1891, it is recorded that a man at 
Birtle jumped from a hayrack and onto a 
pitchfork. The Birtle doctor was not available, 
so Dr. Wheeler was called from Arrow 
River. There was considerable interest in 
sport in the early days too, and Dr. Wheel
er's name is prominent in cricket matches 
between Miniota and Birtle. He was also 
medical health officer for Miniota Munici
pality from 1898 - 1900 and medical ad
viser for the Indian school hospital. 

Dr. Wheeler married Miss Edith Broad
foot of Birtle in 1896. He passed away in 
Winnipeg, September 16, 1915, at 53 years 
of age, a victim of paralysis. His wife moved 
to Calgary and passed away in 1925. 

THE WHITNEY F AMIL Y 

My parents, Bert and Eliza Whitney, moved 
from Brightin, Ontario, to Miniota in the 
spring of 1903. They had three small daugh
ters with them; Mabel, Gertrude, and Edna, 
the baby. It was a four day journey by train, 
a far cry from the two or three hour trip by 
jet today. It was not my father's first trip 
west as he had ventured there when he was 
a yo~ng man. He talked later about driving 
a team, and working on the first rail line 
out of Winnipeg, south. 

We left Colborn, Ont., Mother's home town, 
after driving from Grandma McKenney's 
home to the station in a light paneled stage 
with seats along the two sides. It was horse 
drawn, probably the taxi of that time. It was 
hard for small girls to understand why mo
ther should be wiping tears from her eyes 
as we drove away, but to her it must have 
seemed like taking off to another world. 
The household effects and stock travelled in 
other cars on the same train, accompanied 
by a hired man. 

When we finally arrived in Miniota, wewere 
taken to the Miniota Hotel, run by Harry Tur
ner. In a few days arrangements had been 
made with Mr. Dave Gerrand to work his 
farm on crop payments, and we moved out. 

The stone house looked large to us, but 
wi'ndows and doors were too small to move 
in our Bell piano, Mother's pride and joy, 
and it was stored in a granary and later 
sold. The farm was at the top of the As
siniboine hill about five miles from Miniota. 
At the end ~f a winding road down the hill 
was the Luther Curry farm. Our nearest 
neighbors were the Kit Elleringtons, and 
they and our parents became fast friends. 

School was a problem. The old Saraville 
School, a mile south-east of Miniota was a 
four mile drive. This was made in summer, 
Mabel driving our black pony "Old Joe," 
and winters were spent at home. 

After four years on the farm, some of the 
Gerrands wanted to move back to the farm, 
so we moved into Miniota. During the last 
year on the farm, our brother Bertwasborn. 

Dad was a great lover of horses, and pur
chased the Miniota Livery and Feed Stable. 
We lived in a low white house at the south 
of town, across the street from the Metho
dist Church. It was before the age of cars 
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and taxis, so Dad had much driving to do. 
The Grand Trunk Railway was being built, 
and many trips were made to the construc
tion sites. 

A new school was built in Miniota, so we 
were able to attend regularly. The first 
teacher I remember was Miss Sadie Lynch. 

Father still longed for the farm, and after 
three years in Miniota, he traded the livery 
business with Robert Hawes for asmallfarm 
north of Miniota, near the Robert Jolley and 
Powell farms. We attended a little country 
school and Miss Jessie Neelands was our 
teacher. A year later we moved to a farm 
close to the school. Here a baby boy was 
born, but Baby Donald lived only four months. 
On Valentine's Day, 1910, he died of pneu
monia. That spring we moved to Crandall. 

Dad worked the Joe Warren farm five 
miles south of Crandall. It was on the shore 
of a lake, and in summer enjoyed rowing in 
an old boat, and in winter we cleared a place 
for a rink. Even Dad tried skating, and I can 
still see him pushing a chair ahead of him 
to keep his balance until he would run into 
a snow bank; then the children would have to 
come to his rescue. During the four years we 
lived here, two children were-born, -Clar
ence, and Alice. 

The family was growing up. After attend
ing Brandon Normal Mabel taught at Arrow 
River, then after a year of teaching, she was 
married to Ernie Warren, who farmed in the 
Palmerston District. They moved to Crandall 
and Ernie worked in the garage for Mr. Tom 
Hamilton. This was his introduction to the car 
busi_ness, and soon his big opportunity came, 
a former classmate, Herb Gillis, persuaded 
hIm t9 f()rm a partnership with him in the 
Willard Battery business. The name "Gillis 
and Warren" soon became well known, and 
can still be seen on store front in several 
cities. 

Mabel and Ernie had five children; Mar
jorie - Mrs. Morley Kerr, and Lauretta -
Mrs. Stan Johnson, both living at Port Ar
thur, Ont. The third daughter is Mrs. Ken 
Toms. Her husband is a Colonel in the army, 
and at present an attache with the Canadian 
2mbassy in Bonn, Germany. They return to 
Ottawa this summer (1965) - Evelyn lives in 
Calgary where her husband, Cyril Kempston, 
is a layer with anoilfirm- Ken, the youngest 
of the Warren family married Audrey Sump
ton of Dauphin, Man. They, with their three 
children live at Kenora, Ont., where Ken is 
manager of Shell Oil. 

To return to the Whitneys, --On leaving the 
farm at Crandall, they lived for a short time 
north of Hamiota, moving from there to Vir
den. where Dad tried his hand at sales work. 
He . drove a Rawleigh wagon, selling their 
products throughout the country. He soon 
tired of this work, and went back to farming 
near Woodnorth, but did not stay there long, 
as the question of distance from a High 
School became a weighty one. In 1922 they 
moved back to Crandall, where they purchas
ed the Crandall Boarding House. There were 
not many rooms but it was hard work, and 
Mother received much praise for her cooking, 
especially her pies. Dad took the Massey 
Harris agency for a time, but gave it up and 
went on the road selling monuments. 

The family then became scattered; Gertrude 
became a teacher, then after a year at Oak
ner and four years in Brandon, she married 
another teacher, Clare Brunton, who was then 
teaching at Maple Creek, Sask. Two children 
were born in Maple Creek, lana and Bruce. 
They lived there fourteen years until the 
war broke out. Clare joined the R.C.A.F. and 
was posted to Dauphin, Man. After four years 
in Dauphin he was posted to Winnipeg as 
Personnel Counsellor. On becoming a civi
lian in 1946, he went on the teaching staff of 
Fort Garry. lana and Bruce attended Univer
sity, graduating in Social Work and Civil 
Engineering) respectively. lana, now Mrs. 
Chris Reid, lives in Montreal, where her 
husband is in business. Bruce is Chief Tech
nical Engineer for the city of Sudbury. 

Edna, the third daughter in the Whitney 
family, became a telephone operator in Cran
dall.ln 1930 she married Cliff Douglas and 
moved to Glenora, Man., where Cliff ran the 
Pool Elevator. A son Jim was born there. 
They were later transferred to La Riviere, 
where Cliff suffered a heart attack in 1952, 
and had to retire from active work. They 
returned to Crandall. Jim joined the R.C .A.F. 
and after nine years returned to civilian life. 
He and his wife Leah had four children, and 
are living in Carman, where Jim does elec
trical work. Edna and Cliff travelled to Kel
owna, B.C. in June 1963, and shortly after 
they arrived Edna became ill. She died a few 
days later, and was buried in Crandall C,me
tery. 

In 1953, Bert and Eliza Whitney had moved 
to Winnipeg, and were living inSilver Heights 
Apartments. On June 28, 1954, Dad passed 
away at the age of eight-five. Mother lived 
with members of the family until her death 
on December 8, 1963, at the age of ninety. 
On November 25 she suffered a stroke and 
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was taken to Grace Hospital where she died. 
She was buried in Crandall beside her husband 
and two daughters. 

Bert Witney Jr. is living at Webb, Sask. 
He and his wife Bernice have become suc
cessful farmers, and have two children. 
Garry, who aspires to be a good farmer, and 
Linda, attending University of Saskatchewan, 
holds two scholarships, and is taking teach
er's course. 

Clarence Whitney spent many years in the 
army. He enlisted at the outbreak of World 
War 2. and after seeing it through tothe end, 
went through the Korean conflict. He later 
spent two years in Germany. Before retiring 
in 1962, he was awarded a gold medal for long 
and distinguished service. He is now em
ployed at the Research Lab. at the Dominion 
Experimental Farm at Lethbridge, Alta. 

Alice, the youngest member of the family, 
was in poor health for many years, and died 
in 1946. 

JOHN ALFRED WIENS 

by Mrs. J. Wiens 

John Wiens was born at Winkler, Man., 
and at an early age moved to McCreary, 
Man. with his parents. He served overseas 
with the Armed Forces, and arrived home in 
1946. In 1947 he married Jean Dickie, who 
had taught school in McCreary. After their 
marriage they farmed at Kemnay, Man., 
and here Patricia Faye was born, in 1949. 
In 1951 they purchased the Chris Ellerington 
farm at Miniota, now occupied by C. Argue. 
Marilyn Gayle was born here in 1952. In the 
spring of 1956, John and his brother Manno 
decided to go ino the John Deere Imple
ment business as partners. They erected 
a building on lots 1/3 block 21, plan range 
1526 in the village of Miniota. In 1959 
they purchased the JohnsonGarage, and mov
ed stock and equipment there. This left the 
original building empty. In 1960 John con
verted the garage on lots 1/3 21, plan range 
1526 to a house, and the family left the 
farm and moved into town. Manno left the 
business in 1963, and moved with his wife 
and family to Oak Lake. Jim still continues 
in business. 

Patricia (Patsy) is now taking Grade XII 
in Miniota, and is active in sports, music and 
4-H. Marilyn is taking Grade IX. 

In 1963 I started to teach in the primary 

room in my home school in Miniota, where 
I received my education from Grades 1 
to XII. 

MR. AND MRS. JAMES WIGGINS 

Mr. Wiggins was born in Whitby, Ontario, 
his parents being John and Margaret (Finn). 
The parents came from Ireland and were 
pioneer farmers in Ontario. They spent their 
later years in Arrow River, making their 
home with their son. 

Mr. James Wiggins married Jane Ann Gra
ham in Howick Township, County of Huron, 
Ont~rio, daughter of Leckie and Elizabeth 
(Stubbins) Graham, who were pioneers of 
Ontario. They later moved to Arrow River, 
where both are buried. 

Twelve children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wiggins. Bernice, wife of William McGavin; 
Alice, whose death occurred in her early 
teens; William John, married to Minnie Lord; 
Barbara, widow of Frank Gurney, who had two 
sons Lloyd and Arnold; Nellie, widow ofWil
liam' Miller, who had two children, Olive and 
Graham; Leckie, a railroad engineerwith the 
C.P.R., married Mona Brunt of Souris, who 
has three children, Earl, Cora and Murray; 
Harry, lived at home, also farmed for him
self and spent the later years of his life 
in ranching country of Alberta; Edith, mar
ried to Stewart Rutledge, who had two hild
ren, Irene and Keith; Marion married Wil
liam Sutherland; Mildred married Allan Cum
ming of Lockport, who have three children, 
Dorothy, Margaret and Clinton; Myrtle mar
ried Frank Woods. Myrtle lived with her par
ents until their death. She took a lively in
terest in all community affairs. Lloyd mar
ried Norma Kirk and have two children, Ed
gar and Doreen. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Wiggins moved to 
Manitoba in 1877, and to Arrow River in 
1882. They always worked for the better
ment of the community. Mr. Wiggins was an 
elder in the church from its start until his 
death. They are both buried in Arrow River 
cemetery. 
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JOHN WIGGINS 

by Mrs. John Wiggins 

William John Wiggins was born near Por
tage la Prairie, Manitoba, in July 1881, 
and came with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Wiggins, and two older sisters, Ber
nice and Alice, to Arrow River in 1882. The 
trip was made with a team of horses and 
wagon. John, the oldest boy in a family of 
thirteen (eight girls and five boys) lived 
at home and could tell many stories of hard 
work and fun; herding the cattle in the area 
south and east of James Kirton's; following 
a walking plow or harrows all day long in the 
field and at night walking-or running- to 
Arrow River to play football; taking sleigh 
load to Miniota to skate; meeting the neigh
bors at Murphy's Lake for a picnic, a swim 
and a boat ride. 

In 1902, John purchased the north east 
quarter of 7-13-25, where he lived for a short 
time in a place vacated by Mr. and Mrs. 
Knowles. This house was later moved to the 
south west quarter of 18-13-25, when John 
purchased this land that had been homestead
ed by his grandfather, Mr. Leckie Graham. 

He farmed these two quarters and, at diff
erent times, rented the Eli Sararas quarter 
immediately north (south west quarter of 13-
13-26), and also the west half of 7-13-25. He 
carried on mixed farming and was interested 
in all stock, but particularly in horses. Wil
liam McGavin brought a carload of horses 
from Ontario, in the early 1900' s, and of these 
John purchased two standard bred mares, 
Tootsie and Trixie. Many fine drivers and 
race horses came of this stock, "Holly Bri
ghton" and colt "Champs Nitro," on the old 
farm until 1965 and are now in B.C. 

John was interested in all sports from 
youth. He played football, hockey, curling, 
(bringing his threshing tank to haul water 
from Arrow River to flood the rink), and 
promoted all sports and community acti
vities for young people. He helped keep the 
wolf and fox population at a minimum with 
his hunting sleigh and hounds. He helped 
keep the rink in repair and served on the 
board when the hall was built, and late r. 
He was an active church member, a ste
ward and a member of session. In 1916, 
John and his brother Harry purchased a 
threshing outfit and for several years thresh
ed for neighbors near and far. In those days 
the "gang" could consist of from 16 to 20 
men and everyone was busy for long, long 
hours, even Mother in the kitchen. 

Ford Wiggins, driver. Doreen holding "Thelma Thunderbird". A winner at 
Edmonton, Alberta. Dianne and Jim in background. 
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Minnie Ford, born at Paris, Ontario, 1889, 
came to Treherne, Manitoba, in 1890, and 
later to Rathwell. She attended Lees Rural 
school, Rathwell High School, Normal at 
Brandon, and later at Regina. She taught 
school at Routledge for one year, at Pacific 
near Virden for three years, and at Brighton 
from August 1910 toJune 1913, living with Mr. 
and Mrs. J. R. Mitchell. In October 1913, 
John Wiggins and Minnie Ford were married 
at Heath, Alberta, and lived in the new 
house opposite the Brighton School. Three 
children blessed this home: - Lorraine 
attended Arrow River school, married Ivan 
Tennant and made their home in Arrow Riv
er, where three children were born, Jack, 
Louise and Mark. Meanwhile, Ivan was rail
roading with the C.P .R. While at Arrow Riv
er, he was interested in sports and was drum
mer for the popular Arrow River orches
tra "The Gloom Chasers," and all youth 
activities. Lorraine was an active member 
of W.r., W.M.S., and Mission Band Leader 
(with Mrs. Wallace and Miss McLenehan), 
choir member, festival work, training school 
groups. Both Ivan and Lorraine took part in 
drama and were both members of "The Val
iant," that twice went to Winnipeg. In 1944 
they moved to Brandon, where daughter, 
Ruth, was born, and in 1960 moved to W in
nipeg. Jack is married, has two sons and 
lives in Kamloops, B.C. Louise taught school 
in Winnipeg and is now Mrs. Brad Fyfe. They 
have one daughter. Mark and Ruth are at 
home, both keenly interested in sports. 

Bernice attended school at Arrow River 
and Miniota and Normal at Brandon. She 
taught school one year near Alexander and 
two years high school at Sprague, Manitoba. 
She was active in sports, Y.P.' s, choir and 
all church and local efforts. Bernice married 
Duncan McDonald of Virden. They have a fa
mily of four, Brent, Garnet, Karen and Jan
ette. All six of them are ready to help 
whatever the demands of home, school or 
church. 

Ford attended school at Arrow River, join
ed the Air Force in the spring of 1942 and 
returned home in the fall of 1945. He pur
chased the east half of 7-13-25. InNovember 
1946 Ford married Doreen Hanna of Decker, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Hanna. They 
have a daughter, Dianne, who attended school 
at Arrow River and Miniota. She was always 
successful in 4-H work and in musical festi
val, vocal and accoroian. Dianne is now on 
the staff of the Royal Bank at Squamish, B.C. 
James, attended school at Arrow River and 
now at Squamish. Ford and Doreen, always 
active in community life, served as leaders 

and committee members as occasion arose. 
Doreen was an active member of the Women's 
Institute and the U.C.W., and a leader in 4-H 
work. She enjoyed all sports, particularly 
baseball and curling. Ford was interested in 
sports, hockey, curling, baseball. He was a 
member of the baseball club in its very suc
cessful years, 1946 or 1947. From the win
nings of the club at that time, they purchased 
the land for the present sports grounds. Ford 
and Doreen are now managing the Horse Ranch 
at Paradise Valley and training harness hors
es. This has taken them to Calgary, Edmon
ton, Ladner and Hollywood, where Ford has 
been a very successful driver. Like both his 
sisters, he and his family enjoy music, always 
ready to add a cheery song, be it Sunday or 
Monday. 

LLOYD WIGGINS 

Lloyd was the youngest son of James and 
Jane Wiggins. He lived and worked the home 
farm, 18-13- 25, with his father until the father 
retired. 

He married Norma Kirk of Elkhorn, a tele
phone operator. Norma was born in Woodham, 
Ontario, the daughter of Joseph and Rebecca 
(Elliott) Kirk who later moved to Manitoba 
from Kirton, Ontario. The Kirks settled on a 
farm at Elkhorn. After Mr. Kirk's death, 
Mrs. Kirk continued to make her home there 
until her death. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lioyd Wiggins have twochil
dren, Edgar and Doreen. Edgarfarms with his 
father and has added a quarter section of land 
to workwith the home place. Both father and 
son have a good number of Hereford cattle. 
They grow mostly wheat and oats, and bale 
plenty of hay and clover or corn. 

Doreen is married to Corporal Robert 
Charlton, of Edmonton. They have five child
ren, Brian, Bonnie, Robert, Gary and Barry. 

Lloyd has been driving a school van for 
nearly thirty five years, from the old wheel 
van to the modern bus. There have been many 
changes in the thirty five years. 

Note: Mr. Wiggins passed away suddenly 
January 22, 1966, and was laid to rest in the 
Arrow River cemetery. 
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WILLIAM WILLIAMS 

William Williams was born at Rolleston, 
Staffordshire, England, on April 12th, 1884. 
He came to Canada in 1904 and for his first 
year in Canada he worked as a farm laborer 
on a farm near St. Jean Baptiste, south 
of Winnipeg. The following year (1905) he 
came to Miniota to work for Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Heape, as a farm laborer. He married Sarah 
Heape in Arrow River on December 18,1906. 
In 1912 Mr. and Mrs. Heape returnedtoEng
land, so Mr. Williams purchased the Heape 
farmstead. 

During some of his first years in Canada, 
from 1906 to 1908 he saw part of one of 
Canada's early great aChievements, namely, 
the laying of the Transcontentinal G. T.P. 
(now C.N.R.) Railway. Which in those days, 
the work of leveling hills and making cuts 
through hillsides was done by men, donkeys 
and dynamite. 

He was a gardener by trade andinhis later 
years devoted much of his time to this work, 
both at home and for people who wanted small 
landscaping done. He loved to sing, especially 
the old songs - "Stop your Tickling Jock," 
I'll Take You Home Again Kathleen etc. 

There were two children - Cecil, now on the 
farm and Hilda, who died in ottawa in 1952. 
His wife is presently living in Miniota. 

Hunting Manitoba's big game (the moose 
and elk) was a sport carried on in the early 
years of this century, much the saffii~ as it is 
now. Only the means of getting to the hunting 
grounds was decidedly different. Instead of 
jumping into a truck or car, and being in some 
part of the Riding Mountain hunting grounds in 
an hour or two a party of four men, (of which 
Mr. Williams was one of them, on two or 
three occasions), would take a team of horses 
and sleigh-box, leave early one morning, 
spend their first night in Rossburn, travel 
all the next day, making their hunting 
camp that night, onGunn Lake. On one of these 
hunting trips, Mr. Williams, while tracking 
big game, got separated from his party, 
and got lost for a few hours. Had it not been 
for hearing a dog's bark after dark, which led 
him to a homesteader's home, he would have. 
had to stay out under the stars all night. 

In 1947 he had to have one leg amputated, 
due to circulatory trouble. He obtained an 
artificial leg, which he mastered, but for 
just a short time, as on May 17th, 1949 
he took a stroke and died. 

CECIL WILLIAMS 

Cecil Williams was born December 20,1910 
at the farmstead house that he is presently 
living in. He received fiis schooling at Beulah, 
and has been working on the farm ever since. 

On June 5, 1944 Cecil married Pauline Ba
biuk. There are two children, Diane and Da
vid. 

H. WILSON 

Notes from the pioneer history of H. 

WilSOD (written fifty-one years after 

.. he homesteaded in the district. Taken 

from Isabella History.) 

We got to Copeland'shomesteadfirst inthe 
evening, and in a pouring rain. We spent a day 
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or two getting the location, and blocking out 
the place where he wanted his house and where 
he wanted to plow. He dug a cellar and made 
a trip to Birtle for lumber (about 24 to 25 
miles). I broke ten acres on his homestead 
with the oxen while he was building his house, 
and ten on my own and a few on my brother's 
place. Copeland wasn't a carpenter, but he 
built his own house. It was fourteen feet 
square. 

I stayed with the Birtle Farming Company, 
and my brother came up and worked with them 
also, until freeze-up in the fall. I then had to 
go to Birtle and get a load of lumber for a 
shanty for myself, as one of the homestead 
rules was that we had to live six months in 
each year on our homestead, and break at 
least fifteen acres on it. I built a shanty in 
a bluff. It was one tier of boards with tar
paper on the outside, fastened down with lath 
on the seams. Not being married, I could 
afford to live in a smaller house than Cope
land, and I therefore made mine twelve feet 
square. I secured a stove at Beulah. The 
furniture was home made, out of spruce lum
ber and poplar poles. Being right in the bluff, 
the house was warm all winter when the fire 
was on, but of course, it became intensely 
cold at night when the fire was let out. 

My brother and I passed the winter in this 
shanty and in the spring he went back to the 
Birtle Farming Company and I stayed on the 
homestead and put in the crop and did 
breaking, until my money ran out, when I 
had to go to work to earn some more. I 
took mostly odd jobs, as it was necessary 
for me to be near the homestead. The crop 
was good and I thought I had a fine one, but 
just as it was ripening it froze. As I had only 
a few acres, this was not a very great loss. 

During the first yeal'i, we were in the west 
we made few acquaintances, due to the fact 
that we didn't know where our neighbors were. 
While I was breaking on Copeland's home
stead, one Sunday, I started out to see if I 
could locate anyone else on the continent, and 
I found a small log shanty down on the banks 
of the Arrow River. As was the custom of 
the times, whenever one saw ahouse, he went 
to it. I found the settler to be one Donald 
MacKenzie. His wife was lying very sick in 
a rude bed, with no one to care for except 
Mr. MacKenzie. There were several small 
children, and they were very short of provi
sions at the time, as of course Mr. Mac
Kenzie would not leave his wife to go and 
get food. I returned home, set a batch of 
bread, baked it, and the next day took some 
down to MacKenzie's. 

In the spring of 1883, I became acquainted 
with Tom Stevenson, Jack Clark, Walter Pal
mer, David Hill, William Bell, Frank Camp
bell, John Torrance and his sons Enos and 
James, Albert Pocket, Harry Spiers, John 
Cunnington, William Simpson and John Arm
strong, all residents of our district, besides 
several other families in surrounding dis
tricts. During the first winter, of 1882, 
Copeland and his wife and my brother and I 
were the only settlers in the townShip, asfar 
as I am aware. Chapman Harris and his wife 
lived in the adjoining township. 

In the summer of 1884, I tore down my 12x 
12 residence and built a little more elaborate 
one, 14x22, a storey and a half. I hired this 
work done, the carpenter being William Cox 
and Alex Gordon. 

During the fall of 1884, I wentthreshing with 
my team across the Assiniboine; came back 
when this was over and lived in my new house 
all winter. I had done considerable breaking 
by this time and put in quite a crop the fol
lowing summer. I had several hundred bushels 
of wheat which was frozen and solf for 17 
to 35~ per bushel. I raised something like 
60 pigs that year and sold them, dressed, 
for $4.65 per hundred pounds. Times were 
hard and money very scarce, but we appeared 
to be happy. The people were very friendly 
and helped one another, and in this way we 
kept our expenses down. We were a stubborn 
group fo settlers in our district, as we re
fused to acknowledge defeat, though we were 
absolutely defeated every year for years, with 
frost and drought. 

The Blaris Public School was built in the 
spring of 1885, which was the year of the 
Riel Rebellion. For a number of years, church 
services were held in the schoolhouse, which 
was also used what we would term a Commun
ity Hall. Many an enjoyable evening was spent 
in that little school room, the people ga
thering there for miles around. All of our en
tertainments debates, etc., were without ex
pense of any kind, and very different in this 
way from the present day. 

During the summer of 1885, a number of 
small frame houses were built in the settle 
ment, which began to take shape as a com
munity. It often occurred to me that we were 
fortunate in having so many fine people set
tile in our community. Through all the hard
ships of those early years, the greater ma
jority stuck to their guns, while in the town
ship to the north, all of the original settlers 
with the exception of W Hliam Taylor and Joe 
Chapman, left their homesteads, although at 
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present time this township is all filled up 
and under cultivation and a very prosperous 
township. 

In the winter of 1885 - 86, Iwent to Ontario 
and returned in the spring accompanied by 
Mrs. Wilson. That year was exceptionally dry, 
the crops being very light, most of the farm
ers not having even sufficient grain for seed 
for the following year. 

The crop of the summer of 1887 was one of 
the best that the West has ever seen. 

Prices were low and the acreage under cul
tivation small, so that we did not profit great
ly by the bumper crop. The following year, 
if I am not mistaken, was the year of the 
early frost in August (the 6th), when the 
wheat was completely destroyed, and I for one 
burned the fields to clear them of straw. 
From that date on, 1888, conditions started 
to improve, although our crop was more or 
less frosted for a number of years, but never 
completely ruined and we usually had some 
grain that was free offrost. As more land was 
brought under cultivation, the damage from 
frost became less. 

We were handicapped for railroad facilities 
and our roads were poor. When Statute La
bour was abolished and the system of taxing 
the people and hiring labour to work on the 
roads was adopted, we soon had roads that 
were passable. 

The first grain crops had to be teamed to 
Virden. In 1885, a line of railroad was built 
from Portage la Prairie through to Shoal 
Lake, Solsgirth, Birtle, Foxwarren, Bins
carth and on west and eventually to Yorkton, 
Sask. Virden, as the crow flies, was 24- 25 
miles from the homestead and by trail some 
miles further. Solsgirth would be, in adirect 
line, 18 miles. Either Birtle or Solsgirth were 
better as a market than Virden, being shor
ter distance, and we avoided the Assiniboine 
River when we went to these points. 

Prices were low for all farmer's pro
duce in those days. I have sold three-year
old fat steers for as low as $30. per head. 
When wheat got to be 60y to 65y per bushel, 
we felt encouraged, as with a fair crop this 
enabled us to make a little advancement. 

and the Hudson's Bay Company owned 1 3/4 
sections in each township. At this time, C. P . 
R. lands sold for as low as $2.50 per acre, 
this being the regular price. Later, the 
price advanced to as high as$20.00, and some
times more, per acre. 

In the early days we had to store all our 
grain in granaries, as it was threshed, 
and market it in the fall and winter. 

MATTHEW WILSON 

by his daughter Bertie 

Matthew Wilson came to the Arrow River 
District from Scotland about 1895. He worked 
as a farm hand for the late Jas. Wiggins 
and J. W. Mitchell and others. He settled 
on the S.W. 17-13-25 and he and his bro
ther, Bill, farmed there for a few years. 

While on this farm, he married Elsie Le
lond, eldest daughte r of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Lelond of Arrow River. AfteS 
living on several places in the district, he 
then built a house in Arrow River now known 
as the Elliott house. Having bought a steam 
outfit, he did a lot of threshing and breaking 
in the surrounding district. 

He was a member of the old Arrow River 
football team who were known to have won 
nearly every game they played. 

From Arrow River he went west to Hadge
ville, Sask., where he homesteaded for sev
eral years. Then he moved to Morse, Sask., 
and went into the implement business. While 
in Morse, his wife passed away in November, 
1919 and was buried in the Morse cemetery. 
They had a family of four boys and three 
girls, one boy died in infancy and was buried 
in the Arrow River cemetery just before they 
left for the west. 

From Morse he went to the Peace River 
district and was soon joined by two of his 
sons. He became engineer in a large saw
m'.ll there and after an accident at the mill 
that cost him the use of his left hand, he· 
finally retired to Moose Jaw, Sask., where 
two of the daughters lived. They are Olive 
and Hazel. There was also a daughter, Bertie, 
and three sons, Louis Frank and Harvey. 

About this time, the odd sections, that is 
the C.P.R. lands, began to be picked up. The 
Canadian Pacific Railway owned each odd 
numbered section of land in each township, 
with the exception of the school lands of After a lengthy illness, he passed away on 
which there were two sections to a township February 1, 1958, at the age of 84 years. 
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WILLIAM WISMER 

Bill Wismer met the Lelond boys while 
serving with His Majesty's Forces. Theybe
longed to the 71st Division, 8th Army, Field 
Regiment, B.C.A. 

After the war, we lived for a time in Ma
theson, Ontario. When we returned from 
there in 1953, Bill met Wilf Lelond. We de
cided to come to Arrow River to the farm and 
bring the family, which then consisted offive 
children, Russell, June, Norman, Glenn and 
Billy. Russell and June attended Arrow River 
school. Linda was born in Hamiota hospital 
in August, 1953, when we were living in the 
Elliott house. We bought a small house from 
Mr. E. Carnegie and moved it north of Arrow 
River on Wilf Lelond's land, and called our 
little home" Dogpatch." 

We moved house and family to Brandon 
in 1954 and have remained in that city. 

J AMES WOLFE AND 

RICHARD FREEMAN 

by Perry Wallace 

I would like to mention two England lads 
who came to this county in 1902. For a time, 
they worked in the Arrow River district, la
ter rented a quarter section of W. P. Wal
lace farm, the south west quarter of Section 
6. From there, they bought a half section, 
west half of 7-13-25, now owned by George 
Gardham. 

Dick Freeman later died of tuberculosis. 
James Wolfe moved to Alberta, last heard of 
in the Edmonton area. 

Another pioneer believes that Wolfe and 
Freeman named Brighton school, presum
ably after Brighton, England. 

MR. AND MRS. E. H. WOODS 

In the spring of 1926 Mr. and Mrs. E. H. 
Woods and family, William, Robert and Do
rothy moved to Miniota, Man., from Welwyn, 
Sask., where Mr. Woods had been in the 
hardware and tinshoD business. 

They bought the hardware and tinshop bus
iness from Geo. Countryman and lived in an 
apartment over the store. 

Mr. and Mrs. Woods both worked in the 
store. Mr. Woods was a Civil Engineer and 
Sheet metal worker by trade but favored 
sheet m?tal work. His work took him to all 
parts of the Miniota Municipality. 

In 1930 they bought the Ross house from 
Mrs. 1. Watts and moved into it that fall. 

Mr. and Mrs. W oads and family we re 
members of the Miniota United church. 

Mr. Woods was a member of the Odd Fel
lows and Masonic Lodges, Miniota Curling 
Club and helped coach hockey the first years 
of the open air rink in the school yard. 

Mrs. Woods was a member of the Ladies' 
Aid and Women's Institute. She and Mrs. 
Geo. Grant instructed a sewing class for 
the Institute. In 1934 she was a delegate to 
the W.1. Convention in Winnipeg. Mrs. Woods 
and Mrs. Fred Hill of Arrow River had rooms 
together at the Convention. 

In 1941 Mr. Woods discontinued business 
and sold the building to Wm. Hurlin. Mr. 
Vradenburgh rented the house which he pur
chased in 1945. They moved to Treherne where 
Mr. Woods was Manager of the tinshop of Box. 
Bros., Hardware. 

In 1947 Mr. Woods was seriously ill and 
the Doctor advised a change of climate. They 
moved to Victoria, B.C. in 1948. Mr. Woods 
clerked in a hardware store for a short time 
until his illness made it necessary for him to 
retire. He died in August 1949 and is buried 
in Royal Oak Burial Park, Victoria, B.C. 

Mrs. Woods moved to Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, the same year. She has an income 
house at 602 - South 4th St., which has three 
apartments. She rents two and lives in one 
herself. 

Bill received his education in Miniota and 
was active in hockey, baseball and curling. 
During the war he was employed as an Aero 
Engineer at the Virden Flying Training 
School. He married Marjorie Berwick in the 
fall of 1941. They moved to Miniota in Dec
ember 1944 where he was employed as a 
mechanic at Watts' Garage. In 1961 they mov
ed to Brandon where he is with Brandon 
Automobiles as a mechanic. They have two 
daughters, Evelyn and Patricia. 

Robert received his education at Miniota. 
He clerked at Hodnett's General Store be
ing in charge of the grocery department. He 
joined the Air Force in 1940 and went over-
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seas as a Navigator. He spent most of his 
overseas duties in Africa, Egypt and Italy. 
He married Ruth Johnson of Nakusp, B.C. 
in 1945. He was an Insurance Salesman in 
Winnipeg and in 1946 moved to Victoria where 
he was employed in the Aerial Photo Survey 
Department of the B.C. Government. He re
joined the R.C.A.F. in 1950 and was stationed 
at Brockville, Ont. He received his discharge 
in 1955 and moved to Vancouver where he 
and his wife are in the Real Estate Business. 
They have four children, James, Cheryl, 
Douglas and Roberta. 

Dorothy received her education in Miniota, 
Treherne and in Winnipeg where she attend
ed Normal School. In 1949 she married Fra
zer McLenehan of Lenore, Man. They reside 
in Gladstone where Mr. McLenehan is District 
Supervisor with Manitoba Hydro. They have 
three children, Linda, Diane and Robert. 

MR. and MRS. W. P. WOODS 

Wm. Woods was born in Canora, Sask. 
After short periods in Winnipeg and Welwyn, 
Sask., his parents moved to Miniota where he 
received his education. During the depression 
years he worked at jobs that were available, 
and in the spring of 1941 he went to work at 
the Virden Elementary Flying TrainingSchool 
as an aero engineer. In the fall of the same 
year he married Marjorie Berwick of Miniota. 
They lived in Virden till j)ecember 1944 
when they moved back to Nriniota to reside 
with Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Berwick. Bill 
worked for P. C. Watts as an auto mechanic 
until the fall of 1961. He was a Town Coun
cillor for a number of years, and he was an 
active member of the curling club and com
munity centre. Marjorie worked part time 
in the Municipal Office from 1950 to 1961. 

Bill and Marjorie purchased the Berwick 
residence in 1955. They sold it to Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. Darker in October of 1961. They 
moved to Brandon where Bill is employed at 
Brandon Automobile as a mechanic and Mar
jorie is a part time typistforthe Governm:mt 
of Canada, Department of National Health and 
Welfare. 

Bill and Marjorie have two daughters, 
Evelyn and Patricia. 

Evelyn was born in Virden. She received 
her education in Miniota, got her Bachelor of 
Science Degree at Brandon College in 1964, 
and her Certificate of Education at the Uni
versityof Manitoba in 1965. 

Following graduation Evelyn accepted a 
position at Eriksdale High School to com
plete the 1964-65 school term. In 1965-66 
she taught at Hastings Junior High in st. 
Vital, Winnipeg. 

Evelyn was active in school and church 
work. She was organist for the Sunday School 
and a member of the United Church Choir. 
She graduated from the C.G.LT., and was a 
member of the 4-H Sewing Class for 3 years. 
In July 1966, she married Glen Kidd of Bran
don, and they are living in Hamilton, Ont. 

Pat was born in Miniota. She completed 
her Grade 7 at Miniota, and attended Vincent 
Massey High School, Brandon. Pat was a 
member of the 4-H Sewing Club and also ac
tive in Church groups. She is at present 
training 10 be nurse in the General Hospital 
in Winnipeg. 

REV .. J T. WOTTON 

by Mrs. J. T Wotton 

Rev. J. T. Wotton was a student minister in 
Miniota in 1912 and 1913. We spent a very 
happy time and met so many fine people. 
Mr. Wotton spent 43 years in the ministry 
and 12 years as a United Church Chaplain 
at the General Hospital. He passed away in 
1961 after a long and worthwhile life. 

We had a family of six, three sons and three 
daughters. Our eldest daughter passed away 
two years ago. Our youngest son gave his life 
in Korea. Our oldest son, Leslie is a business 
man in Winnipeg. Leslie has a son liv{ng fn 
Calgary, an engineer. His daughter graduated 
and is teaching in Africa for a two year term. 
We have a son, Lorne living in Toronto. His 
eldest son works at the Atomic Energy Plant at 
Chalk River. The other son is going into the 
ministry. Our youngest daughter also lives in 
Toronto. We also have a daughter married at 
Melita. 

Our last charge was at McDonald, Man. My 
husband was the Chaplain at the bombing 
school, the largest in Canada. We had so many 
interesting and happy experiences. OnSunday 
morning, Mr. Wotton baptised 20 babies, chil.;. 
dren of young officers and their wives from 
all over the world, presenting their wee ones 
and going out to face death. 
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HIRAM WRIGHT 

Hiram W'rightfarmed sec. 31-13-27, and la
ter moved to sec. 30-13- 27. He raised horses 
and sold them, and some years later moved 
to sec. 29-13-27. He spent his last 15 years 
residing in Miniota. 

CECIL E WYTHE 

by Jean Wythe 

Cecil E. Wythe arrived in Miniota from 
England in the year 1910 staying at the farm 
of his brothers, Arthur and John Wythe. He 
worked at the farm of Mr. Stormness for sev· 
eral months. This is now the John Wythe farm. 
From there he went to work as an electrical 
engineer in Sask. and Manitoba. In 1915 
he purchased the farm of Mr. George McKay 
in the Two Creeks and in the same year he 
married Jean Higgaoty from northern Ireland. 
The wedding took place on Dec. 20th in the 
Miniota United Church which at that time was 
Presbyterian, Rev. Beattie officiating. This 
was the 2nd wedding ceremony performed in 
that church, the other being David Hunter 
and Mona Beattie, the daughter of Rev. Beat
tie who also officiated at that wedding. 

They resided on the farm for two years 
when they sold the farm to Mr. Frank Soder 
and Mr. Wythe returned to his work as a 
electrician in power plants. In 1920 they re
turned to Miniota as permanent residents. 
Cecil was a B. A. Oil dealer for a number 
of years and in 1932 he purchased the Dor
wood Bros. Garage and implement sales which 
he carried on successfully until 1945. In that 
year he sold to Johnson Brothers. 

They had five children, four of whom were 
born in Miniota. They were educated in the 
Miniota school. The eldest daughter, Daisy 
was in the grade XII class which was financ
ed by the parents with the approval of the 
school board, a teacher being hired to teach 
this class. This was a depression year. Two 
years later Miniota had an approved Grade 
XII class. Mrs. Wythe was president and sec
retary of the Miniota Women's Institute and 
also held these offices in the Daughters of 
England Benevolent Society. In the year 1946 
they moved to Victoria, B.C. where they still 
reside at 3080 Oakdowne Road. Daisy and 
husband are retired andlive in Sydney, B.C., 
Dorothy teaches school in Edmonton, Alberta, 
Frank, an administrator at the Municipal Hos-

pital at Vulcan, Alberta. William (Bill) is a 
Massey Harris industrial equipment sales'
man at Calgary, Alberta. S. John R. C. N. 
stationed at Victoria, B. C. on H. M.S. Quapelle. 

An interesting item. When on the farm 
Mr. Wythe owned a 1914 Ford. When in Min
iota on Saturday evening they had their tank 
filled up with gasoline to do the driving for the 
week. Sometimes, in fact quite often, they just 
had enough to take them to the bottom of the 
south hill, so they just backed the car up the 
hill and then there was enough to land them 
in front of Dorwood's garage. 

WILLIAM YARWOOD 

William Yarwood was born in Manchester, 
England, and cam: to Canada in the early 
1900s. He married Margaret Melling atWig
gan, England in 1909. He lived at several 
pOints in Saskatchewan, also at Strathclair, 
and was a barber at Camp Hughes during 
the First World War. 

He resided at Miniota for over forty years. 
He owned the Barber Shop and Pool Room. He 
was a m,mber of the Masonic Lodge, and was 
secretary at the time of his death. He died in 
Hamiota Hospital in 1959, and Mrs. Yarwood 
lived in their home until her death. 

JAMES YEAMAN 

Mr. and Mrs. Yeaman lived for some years 

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Yarwo!Od 
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on the farm now owned by J. Ironsides. They 
were good, honest folk, who enjoyed an eve
ning with the neighbors and joined in the house 
dances which were popular at that time. They 
sold out and moved to Winnipeg, accompanied 
by their only daughter Margaret, (Maggie). 
Maggie married a policeman, Mr. Mathison, 
and still resides in Winnipeg. 

I REMEMBER MINIOT A 

by Nan (MacPherson) Emerson 

I remember the sound ,of hamllers as the 
town began. All day long until dusk forced an 
end to the rhythm of the 'rat-at-at, bang, 
bang,' as the many new buildings went up: 
The railroad buildings, station, the water 
tower - which we children thought milst be 
at least as high as the tower of Babel 
and the great round house where the huge black 
engines were groomed by men known as wip
ers, as oily and almost as black as the en
gines they wiped. All the stores, many with 
high false fronts. 

I remember the first train that came in. 
Well, perhaps not quite the first - memory 
does play tricks. All the children and m)st 
of the adults went across to see the excite
ment. First, faint and far away a thin, high 
whistle sounded. Then in a few minutes we 
heard it again much closer and more shrill. 
Then we saw the smoke and the train itself 
came in sight and thundered towards us. Then 
the clanging of the bell and slowly the monster 
came to a stop with along, sharp'Hiss-ss-ss 
as the steam escaped. 

I remember the blacksmith shop. The big 
farm horses standing around waiting to be 
shod. The smell of burnt rubber or something 
like it as the shoes were fitted to their feet. 
I remember the sound of metal on metal, 
'Clink, clink, or the louder' Clang, clang. 
Peeping in to the dark interior we would 
see the glow of the forge and watch the 
sparks fly. It was a place of mystery where 
little girls were forbidden but the lucky 
boys were allowed. 

I remember Turner's hotel and Mrs. Mac
Pherson's 'Grand View House,' long since 
burned to the ground. I remember the night 
that Frazer's store burned. I rather think it 
was a hardware store. Every man was out to 
help and every boy and girl, yes and dog were 
out to watch. We children stood as close as 
we dared, or as we were allowed so that the 
heat pinked our cheeks. 

I remember Ross's store and later Hod
nett's general store. The first church service 
I remember was held upstairs over a store. 
It seems to me that itwas called' The hall' and 
was the same place in which dances were 
held. The service was conducted byanAngli
can lay reader. He wore a white cassock, 
which to our unaccustomed eyes looked so like 
a night gown that we disgraced ourselves by 
getting the giggles. 

The first Presbyterian minister was Mr. 
Inglis. I think he was a slim, fair young man 
with a beard. We revered him as next to God 
Himself. Most of the men of that day had 
either a beard or som'-, sort of mustache, 
sideburns or a goatee. No one was clean 
shaven. A special 'mustache cup' was used 
which had a bar of china across the top to 
prevent the mustache from getting wet. 

Very early in my memory the men began 
to remove these appendages and soon most 
men were scraped clean by a long, savage 
looking straight razor. 

I remember Sarahville school, perhaps one 
quarter of a mile or a bit more from town. 
Nearly everyone carried lunch in a syrup 
pail. In the winter our salmon (fifteen cents 
a tin) sandwiches would still be frozen at 
noon. 

All the boys, even the big ones who only 
came in winter wore short pants. The girls 
had long pigtails tied with bows, or else 
ringlets, often put up in rag "Pugs" the 
night before. 

There was a real strap in the teacher's 
desk. It was not just for show. I remember 
it being well used one day when several 
boys were caught trying to throw stones 
through a num::>er of storm "llindows which 
were piled in t~ stable. 

I remember, too, the boys catching garter 
snakes and whirling them around until the 
heads came off, or chasing the scardy-cat 
girls until their screams brought the teacher 
out. And the teachers! The first one I re
member was a man. He had a heavy accent, 
I think German. The winter was a co], i one 
and he did not possess a warm scarf so he 
put his long Johns around his neck tying' the 
legs beneath his chin. I think he left the 
school quite soon. Then came Eneas Ayers 
followed by his brother Fred. There may have 
been others but when the Hodnett family came 
to town Miss Amy becam, our teacher until 
we left Miniota. 
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I . rf?member the Christmas concert. The 
choruses, the drills, the tableaus and the 
recitations. Almost every child saida'piece' 
with gestures. One of mine went like this: 
"God made the sky that looks so blue (hand 
jerked straight over my head). "He made 
the grass so green" (the hand jerked and 
finger pointed to my feet). "He made the 
pretty flowers too, that everywhere are 
'!';een" (both arms waving in a wide arc). 

There were real candles on the Christmas 
tree with the fascinating possibility of burst
ing into flame at any moment. 

I recall the mosquito netting bags, red, 
yellow, blue and green filled with hard candy 
for each child. And the gifts, most of them 
wrapped in mysterious packages but the dolls 
hung in plain sight to ravish the hearts of 
little girls who knew Mama could not manage 
too much and were doubtful about Santa Claus. 

I remember Dr. Chalmers with his fiery 
red and curly hair. No one who knew him 
will ever forget him. At any time of the day 
or night he would be seen behind his spanking 
team and cutter or in sum~n,~r in his cover
ed buggy out on calls. 

I remember the Indians who drove into town 
in rickety buckboards with their skinny 
'paint' ponies, colored much like the horse 
Little Joe rides in Bonanza but not so plump 
or shining clean. 

Always there were hungry looking dogs 
running under the rigs. The women, called 
Squaws by everyone, wore bright plaid shawls 
with the baby Papooses riding snugly on the 
mother's back, their bright black eyes look
ing solomnly at the world. 

I remember the beautiful work they brought 
to the door: beaded and fringed moccasons, 
braided mats, baskets etc. And the berries: 
raspberries, strawberries, cranberries, 
saskatoons etc. 

I remember the way they bargained, holding 
up all ten fingers and saying "Witchimeny, 
whitchimeny, whitchemy and the bargain was 
made at thirty cents a pa,il. 

Always when food was given to them a part 
of it was hidden away to be carried home to 
a child or an old mother. 

Oh, we liked the Indians and learned a lot of 
their language, a little of which I remember 
to this day. I still remember Fat Maggie who 
was our washerwoman and our instructor. 
Once my sister proudly told us that Fat Mag
~ie had a pet name for her, it was 'Coosha' 
(phonetic spelling on these Indian words). 
She was not so proud when we found out that 
'Coosha' meant lazy. 

I remember the rivalry between our team 
and that of Arrow River. I recall the black 
and yellow wasp-like uniforms they wore. 
Oddly I can't remem'oer whether itwasbase
ball or football, but I do reffii'?mJer our agony 
when they won the game. We would gladly have 
poisoned them. 

I remember the first baby born in the town. 
They named her 'Miniota' which of course 
was soon shortened to Minnie. Her father was 
Mr. Aspinal, not sure about the spelling. He 
was a musician and played for the monthly 
, Assemblies'. At these affairs the men al
ways out numbered the women and if any 
man could manage to bring two ladies he got 
in free. Ladies were always free. Once, for 
some reason I was allowed to attend one of 
the parties and because there were so few 
girls someone took me on to the floor as his 
partner. Of course "Swing your partner" 
meant that I was lifted bodily off the floor 
to my great confusion and embarrassment 
because I knew perfectly well that my petti
coat was showing. 

I remember how the sand blew up the street 
on a windy day. Then my mother placed damp 
clothes along the window sills to try to keep 
the dust out and turned the plates upside down 
on the table until the men came in. 

I remember the many men who caffii3walk
ing down the track looking for work. No mat
ter from whence they came we called them all 

. Doukhobors or Galicians. 
I remember the one and only Chinaman. 

A thin little man with a long pigtail. He lived 
in a tiny shack across the tracks. He must 
have been terribly lonely. This poor soul be
came Miniota's first tragedy when he was 
found dead in his abode and it was whisper
ed that there was absolutely no food in his 
shack and no money either except a few square 
Chinese coins with holes in them. No one 
knew if they had any value and they were 
given to the boys. One of them was in a trin
ket box in our home for years. 

I remember the sunsets. Perhaps my first 
real appreciation of nature was standing with 
my mother at the top of the hill looking out 
over the lovely Assiniboine valley, so wide 
and so green, watching the glorious, radiant 
sunset. 

AS I search my mem::>ry the years crawl 
back into their caves and disappear and I 
grow young again. 

Few of those I remember are there now, 
none of the older generation and not too 
many of those who were young with mG. 

Yes, as I remember my childhood, I re
m"m::>er Miniota. 



CORRECTIONS 

In publishing a book of this magnitude, some errors are 
bound to appear. The most glaring error we found after the 
book was printed appears on page 356, where a photo. of Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Leary Sr. is repeated from page 354. 

The correct photo of the Wm. Lelond family appears here: 

Back row, left to right are Frank, Gordon, Louis, Bill, Jed 
and John. Front row: Margaret, Rosie, Minnie and Nellie. 

On the page next to the Foreword it reads: "Published by 
the Miniota Women's Institute. This should read: Published 

by the Women's Institutes of Arrow River and Miniota." 
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