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DEDICATION
From a far-off northern isle they came - fishermen, farmers,
scholars self-taught;
Independent of mind, with dauntless hearts, hope-filled; their
books they brought
To a new, wild land of bush and swamp, lured by a wide expanse of
lake - the chance to fish, and raise their young.
Just as they had in Iceland, a republic they set up, with laws to "
protect each person, with old traditions kept, yet loyal to their new land
far-flung.
They stepped ashore at Willow Point, on a chill October day; little
they dreamed of the hardships ahead, as r ~y called it Gimli-paradise.
Frost and flood, hunger and pest, drea -lisease, all plagued their
lives.
Despite all this, they persevered, learned to cope with problems
new; they taught their children from their treasured books, and taught
them honesty.
Twelve years they were self-governed, in the old Icelandic way; but
when the chance arose, they gave up their republic free, to join fellow
.
s as Canadians proud to be.
From other lands of different climes there came to join them here
urdy farmers proud to own wide acres of new land; they cleared those
arms with toil and sweat;
From swamp and bush they carved out fields, where golden grain
grew;
They sent their youth to school with pride to join their neighbours
, equally eager to be a part of this Canadian land so great.
From these pioneers of differing ways emerged a melding group,
Exchanging ideas and traditions, and some by marriage tied.
Rough-hewn cabins were displaced by gracious modern homes;
achines replaced the ox and sail, on farm and lake beside.
Gimli's sandy beach and glistening lake brought others to its
ores;
For summer homes city people came to bask in the great outdoors.
Then came the bird of man's device, planes darting through the
y; an air force town Gimli became, with cultures new untold, young
en taking brides to distant points from Gimli families old.
But then those days were over, the air base closed for good, leaving
the commerce engendered by its trade; another change came to
imli - industry entered the scene, prosperity grows as new faces
've to join the throng in the town that pioneers made.
What would those first settlers think of Gimli, were they to see it
ould they see their dream of a heavenly abode, beside its
us bay?
To all who came to live here, who worked to build this place
This SAGA is dedicated; may their descendants honor each
lwart founding race.

E.H.
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FOREWORD
The Gimli Saga will occupy a place of distinction among other
works on regional Canadian history. It records in pictures and prose the
defeats and victories of the Icelandic pioneers who, a century ago, landed at Willow Point near the present site of the Town of Gimli. It also
traces the history of the Ukrainian, Polish and many other people of
various' national origins who settled there after the area was opened up
on July 30, 1897, "for sale or homestead entry by any class of settler
who may wish to locate" (Order-in-Council 2306).
Many enterprising individuals played leading roles in the creation
of New Iceland. Among these were the young and resourceful
Icelanders, Sigtryggur Jonasson and Einar Jonasson (not brothers); the
delegates from the Ontario group, who were joined by Skafti Arason,
Kristjan Jonsson and Sigurdur Kristofersson from the Wisconsin
group. Mr. John Taylor, an Englishman and lay preacher, born in the
Barbados and educated at Oxford, whose appointment as Icelandic
Agent lasted until his death in August 1884; Mr. John Taylor's fellow
student at Oxford, the Honourable David Laird, Minister of the
I nterior, a Department of Government set-up in 1873 "to open up and
settle the West"; the Honourable Luc Letellier de St. Just, the Minister
of Agriculture, also responsible for Immigration; and, of course, Lord
Dufferin, the Governor General of Canada, a stauch friend who had
visited Iceland on several occasions and who visited Gimli in 1877 when
he called at many homes and spoke to a meeting of the settlers. These
men made it possible for the Icelanders, who had originally planned to
settle in Ontario or Wisconsin, to move to the west shore of Lake Winnipeg and establish, in the Fall of 1875, a settlement in the North-West
Territories*.
The Gimli Saga brings the reader face to face with the stark
realities of pioneer existence and the enduring power of human
resourcefulness, stubborn determination and unfailing courage. This
comprehensive work, replete as it is with treasured memories, depicts
the transition from a small, isolated settlement to an economically and
culturally progressive community with all the amenities of modern
civilization. The book offers ample testimony that the pioneers' vision
of a rewarding future in their adopted Canada was realized by their
descendants.
The Gimli Saga, published on the occasion of the Centennial of
New Iceland, gives us a truly panoramic view of some of the ethnic
components of our society and their gradual integration into the larger
national context.
Under the highly competent editorship of Mrs. Ethel Howard, the
writers of this volume - sponsored by the Gimli Women's Institutehave significantly augmented our Canadiana and provided us with yet
another means to improve our understanding and appreciation of the
very foundation of our present-day Canada.
- Paul H. T. Thorlakson, e.e., M.D.
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March 24, 1975

I am delighted to extend greetings
to all the people of Gimli on the occasion of the
Centennial celebrations to mark the arrival of
the first Icelandic pioneers to your area.
My praise is directed most especially
to the Gimli Women's Institute on publishing the
"Gimli Saga", one of the finest historical
records ever documented of Gimli's first one
hundred years.
Your initiative in undertaking
this ambitious project is to be admired and I
extend to you my best wishes for the success of
this and all future programs.
As Chairman-General Manager of the
Carling Community Arts Foundation, I would like
to express my appreciation of the contributions
of Canadians of Icelandic extraction to the
development of our vibrant, multicultural
Canada.

Sincerely,

~C<V~
Marie L.

M~Cormick

MESSAGE FROM THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF GIMLI

On behalf of the citizens of Gimli, we extend our congratulations
to the Gimli Women's Institute on their achievement in winning the
Lady Tweedsmuir Trophy, emblematic of the best community history
submitted by an institute in Canada in 1973.
We share the pleasure of all those who are interested in this historic
community, that they have now made available in published form their
GIMLI SAGA, so that many people may read and treasure it.
In the centenary year of New Iceland, in which we commemorate
the arrival of the Icelanders at Gimli to form the first permanent
Icelandic settlement in Canada, the publication of GIMLI SAGA is a
most fitting centennial project, and one which will preserve for posterity
the story of Gimli's first hundred years of growth.

Mayor Violet Einarson and the Gimli Town Council.
D. R. Hambly
J. E. Dunderdale
Walter Luprypa
Ralph Magnusson.
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Part I
GENERAL HISTORY

NATURAL RESOURCES OF
THE GIMLI AREA
The scientific descriptions included herein are taken from an
inventory conducted by Createplan Limited, a planning consultant
group, in 1971, for lakefront development at Gimli.
The natural resources of the Gimli area have played an important
role in its history and development. The location was chosen by the
Icelandic pioneers because they sought a new settlement where they
could fish and farm as an independent ethnic group. The rich lands
closer to Winnipeg were rejected by their agents due to a heavy infestation of grasshoppers. Lake Winnipeg provided them with the fishing
and transportation they required for their livelihood.
The later immigrants from eastern Europe came seeking
homestead land with an abundance of woodland. They wished to farm,
and came where land was still freely available.
When the railway reached Gimli, city dwellers found the lakeshore
settlement an attractive spot to build summer homes, or visit on day
trips to the lake. Thus began the tourist industry in this area, one which
has constantly increased in size and importance.
During the second world war, it was Gimli's location, on the flat
lands of the Interlake, close to the lake, and not too far from Winnipeg,
which made it suitable as a location for an air training base. The choice
of Gimli for the air base has been the greatest single factor in the
growth of and development of the Town of Gimli and its adjacent area.
Mink ranching became an important part of the rural economy,
with this area highly favoured due to the availability of cheap fish either
from the fishery or by the ranchers themselves fishing.
The latest growth factor resulting from natural resources happened
in 1967, when the House of Seagram, wishing to establish a distillery in
Manitoba to serve western Canada, found at Gimli an unlimited supply
of water of the finest quality from the flowing artesian wells for which
this district had long been famous. The availability of this fine water
suitable for distilling, the convenience of the location, and industrial
assistance provided in the Interlake through the A.R.D.A. and
F.R.E.D. Agreement between the federal and provincial governments
for the development o(the region, resulted in the decision to build a tenI

million dollar distillery a mile north of the town. The addition a few
years later of a bottling plant and then a winery, has provided a great
deal of employment to residents of the area, and has boosted the
economy of the community.
Though the air base closed down in 1971, the economy did not suffer, due to its conversion to an industrial park, with industry coming
into the buildings through government incentive programs. A $1.4
million federal-provincial grant to make up for the loss of employment,
is being used to develop recreational areas to enhance the district for
tourists. Thus, natural resources continue to be a highly important factor in Gimli's development.

Createplan Limited Inventory:
A. Relief: The Town of Gimli and the surrounding rural
municipality are characterized by a flat-to-gently-rolling landscape. Except for the occasional abandoned low beach ridge, normal changes in
elevation of one to five feet in a mile are almost impossible to discern on
the ground. The most significant areas of relief are relegated to the
shores of Lake Winnipeg.
B. Geology: The area is underlaid by Paleozoic bedrock formations of the Silurian and Ordovician periods, consisting mostly of
limestone and dolostone. Granite rocks of the Pre-Cambrian period are
also in evidence, especially along the shore of Lake Winnipeg.

C. Surficial Deposits: Most of the central and western portion of
the Interlake consists of a gently undulating ground moraine which has
a large content of limestone materials' generally providing poor conditions for natural tree growth and cultivated crops.
2

Farther east and coincident with shorelands of Lake Winnipeg,
varying thicknesses of lacustrine deposits overlay the highly calcareous
till. The thinner deposits, which vary from six to 30 inches in depth,
begin a mile north of Gimli and extend southward into the Netley
Marsh area. They also occur approximately four miles south of
Drunken Point and extend northward to the Riverton Marsh.
D. Drainage: Surface drainage is poorly developed, and except for
the small Osier Creek, is limited to shallow intermittent channels and
artificially constructed ditches. This frequently results in localized
flooding during the spring thaw and after heavy summer rains.
E. Vegetation: The Gimli area is characterized by cultivated fields
and scattered patches of woodland. The dominant species is trembling
aspen, but black spruce and tamarack generally prevail in poorly
drained areas. Better drained ridges in the western extremities con~ain
stands of white spruce and jackpine. The more suitable clay soils
bordering Lake Winnipeg also support elm, green ash, white spruce,
maple, and willow.
F. Climate: By reason of its position relatively near the centre of
the North American continent, Manitoba has a climate which is "continental" or "land-controlled". Weather characteristics such as large
seasonal temperature ranges and moderately dry conditions generally
reflect the minor influence of Canada's moderating coastal waters.
The summer recreation season is generally limited to June, July,
and August, when mean daily temperatures are over 60 degrees
Fahrenheit. However, the high degree of variability in weather conditions from season to season is illustrated by recorded maximum and
minimum temperatures which reflect the possibility of ideal conditions
(May 93 degrees and October 84 degrees) at the beginning and end of
the summer period, and the occurrence of severe weather conditions
during the warmest months (July 36 degrees and August 35 degrees).
Average precipitation is about 20 inches annually, although this
can vary greatly. Approximately 75% of it falls as rain during April to
November. The heavy rains of June, July, and August usually occur as
thunderstorms of short duration. Spring and fall rains tend to be frontal
in nature and longer in duration.
Long sunshine-filled days are common, especially during the
summer months (recorded mean in hours: June, 252, July, 291; August,
263).
In general, the early part of the summer season is dominated by
winds from a wide arc extending from the northeast through west to
south, with the strongest winds originating from the south. During the
main part of the summer the winds tend to be from a narrower arc from
northwest to west to south, with the prevailing wind being from the
southwest. Towards the end of the season the frequency of stronger
, winds (over 25 m.p.h.) becomes significant, especially from the
northwest and north.
3

The existence of a large body of water probably has a microclimatic effect on the surrounding lands, moderating temperatures
during the fall, and adding to the chill factor during winter and early
spring.
G. Lake Winnipeg: The lake is one of the remnants of glacial Lake
Aggasiz which developed towards the end of the Wisconsin Ice Age. It
has been included among the world's great lakes and principal lakes of
the world. It is the eleventh largest freshwater body in the world and the
sixth largest on the North American continent. Lake Winnipeg is the
third largest wholly Canadian lake, and has a vast drainage basin of
370,000 square miles.
Along the western edge and southern portion of the lake, it forms a
large basin which is approximately 46 and 26 miles at its widest and
narrowest points respectively. The average depth of the water is about
30 feet. Lake Winnipeg is 300 miles long, and covers 9,465 square
miles.
H. Shoreline: The shoreline consists of three components:
backshore (above high waterline), foreshore, and off-shore (below
waterline). Except for the beaches at Gimli, Willow Island, and
Husavick, the nature of the shoreline reflects the influence of the local
surficial deposits. The off-shore and foreshore materials are made up of
the sands, gravels, and boulders of the basal tills. Where the deeper
deposits of overriding lacustrine clays occur, the high waterline coincides with slumping and eroding steeply sloped topography. Beach
areas are characterized by numerous offshore bars and shallows.

1919

1919

1943
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Ice Pile-up. Spring 1943 (April) which pushed over the Lighthouse and damaged
the dock.

The 1945 Flood on Centre Street.

Flood 1945.
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1966

Salldbag dyke, 1974.

Floodillg all pier, 1974.
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THE STORY OF NEW ICELAND

A Historical Sketch of the First Gimli Pioneers.
The major part of the following early history was translated and
compiled by Miss Sigurbjorg Stefansson from the first three volumes of
SAGA ISLE~DINGA i VESTURHEIMI (History of the Icelanders
in America) by Thorsteinn Th. Thorsteinsson.
Mr. Thorsteinsson was a well-known poet, historian, and at one
time editor and publisher of a periodical. His historical works cover the
range of Icelandic settlements in modern times in both North and
South America. His last years were spent in Gimli in the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Gudni Thorsteinsson (not related). Much of the material
about New Iceland was researched by him from the records of Gudni
Thorsteinsson. Following his death, Mrs. Thorsteinsson, on a trip to
Iceland, arranged for a two-volume publication of his poetry.

GIIl'st speaker, Th. Th. Thorsteinsson, at the celebration, August 7, 1950,
orating the sn'ent\'~filih allniversarl' of the Icelandic sertll'lIIel1l at Gimli.

7

COIIIIIII'III-

I. The Origin of the First Gimli Pioneers:
The first pioneers of Gimli were of Icelandic origin. They were
descendants of the Norsemen who left Norway in the ninth century to
escape from the rule of King Harold Fairhair (Haarfaager) of Norway,
and who founded a free country in Iceland, and of Celts who came to
Iceland from the British Isles. The Icelanders are a Scandinavian
people, of more than one-fifth to one-quarter Celtic, and the rest Norse
origin.
They are therefore related to the Norwegians, Swedes, and Danes,
as well as to a lesser degree the Irish, Welsh, and Scottish; and also to
the descendants of the Norse Vikings who founded settlements in
Normandy, Sicily, and the Ukraine, as well as along the coasts and offshore islands of Scotland, Ireland, and northern England.

2. Their Homeland of Iceland:
Iceland is an island in the North Atlantic, a country of great scenic
beauty, with snow-capped glaciers, hot springs, volcanoes, mountains,
inland lakes and ocean fjords, tumbling rivers and bright green
meadows - a country of endless variety, with the splendor of northern
lights and midnight sun.
Because it was a remote island, by some thought to be the Ultima
Thule of the ancients, it appeared lonely and mysterious. It has been
called "The Hermit of the Atlantic", and because of its wonderful
literature, "The Saga Isle".
I t is also the home of the oldest democratic republic in the world of
today (only those of Greece and Rome were older). It is the birthplace
of the oldest parliament in the world, founded in 930 A.D. and called
sometimes "the grandmother of parliaments". Iceland is the only
country in the world that adopted Christianity by decision of
parliament.
Icelanders took to the sea as to a second home. It was an Icelandic
sea-captain, Leif Ericsson (Leifr Eiriksson) who discovered America in
the year 1000 A.D., and an Icelander, Thorfinn Karlsefni, who founded
the first white colony there.

3. Their Reason for Leaving Iceland:
Iceland today is a prosperous country with a high standard of
living and is fast becoming a tourist paradise, no longer isolated, for a
great air route and various means of sea and air transportation link it
with the rest of the world. However, in the last quarter of the nineteenth
century, when the emigrants left, conditions there were extremely difficult. The country was under the rule of Denmark, not an independent
republic as it became in 1944. Poverty was extreme, and natural disasters, such as volcanic eruptions and blocking of harbours by polar ice
created discouraging hardships.
The winter of 1874 was one of the severest of the century, with
heavy snows and frosts, bays frozen over and polar ice lying offshore till
early summer. Sheep had to be killed for lack of fodder. Polar bears
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came on shore in the north and east, but most of them were killed.
There were snows even in summer, and in early September so violent a
gale lasting a week or more that ships were torn from their moorings,
sheep lost, hay blown away, and houses destroyed.
The following year, 1875, was one of the mildest of the century, but
earthquakes and eruptions that had occurred intermittently in
preceding years came to a climax with a tremendous eruption of Mount
Askja and the neighbouring Dyngja Mountains. Tremendous volumes
of smoke gushed up from Mount Askja, and a dreadful darkness spread
wherever the ashes fell over communities stricken by the disaster. By
noon it was as dark as in a windowless house while the volcanic ash fell.
Where it was densest it averaged three inches deep, and in a few places
four to eight inches and glowing hot, with some lumps the size of a
man's fist.
Such terrors of nature, combined with many other hardships,
caused many people to leave Iceland.

4. Why Did the Emigrants go to America?
The Americas were new continents, with areas open to settlement,
with great natunil wealth, and in some places, a milder climate. Travel
agents had come from Canada and the United States, inviting settlers.
Since North America had been discovered by Leif Ericsson, the thought
of it had been familiar to the Icelandic people.
The emigrants went to both North and South America, setting up
colonies in Brazil and various parts of the United States and Canada.

5. The Voyage to America:
Emigrants had to sell their property, such as sheep, houses, and
farms, and take with them only what they could convey as baggage to
the nearest seaport, where they awaited the coming of a ship to
transport them. The wait often extended into weeks. Some of the ships
were very primitive, such as the Queen, which was to take on 165
passengers at Akureyri August 4, 1873. It was mainly designed to
transport horses and conditions aboard were so appalling that several
emigrants refused to board. Conditions may have improved after the
unloading of 230 horses at Aberdeen.

6. The Kinmount Colony:
On Sept. 10, 1874, the St. Patrick, of the Allan Line, sailed from
the north of Iceland direct to Quebec with some 375 immigrants,
landing Sept. 23.
After a two-week stay in immigrant sheds in Toronto, they were
moved to Kinmount, Ont., under the supervision of Sigtryggur
Jonasson, acting on behalf of the Ontario government. The settlers were
housed in four hastily constructed log sheds, two of them 70 x 20 feet,
the other two half as long. Two other sheds were added later, and ten
stoves were supplied for the entire group.
Conditions there were so bad that almost all (if not all) children
under two died at Kinmount, as did several older people. Work was
9

scarce and ill-paid, for instance, 90¢ a day for hard labour on the
railways. All the best farm land was already occupied. Two other
settlements at Muskoka, Ont., and Markland, Nova Scotia, also failed
for lack of good farmland.

7. John Taylor:
At this time a lay missionary, John Taylor, born in Bridgetown in
the Barbados in 1812, was conducting a shanty-men's mission among
the lumberjacks north of Peterborough. He had been a teacher and later
a merchant, but was then in the service of the British-Canadian Bible
Society. With him were his wife Elizabeth and his two adopted
daughters, Jane and Susan, who were his nieces, daughters of his
brother William of Lansing, Michigan.
It happened that a third niece, Caroline Taylor, passed through
Kinmount on her way from Lansing to visit her uncle's family. There
she saw an Icelandic woman who greatly impressed her, and heard
much of the Icelandic settlers and their hardships. When she told John
Taylor of this experience, his interest was aroused. He took a trip to see
the new settlers and Sigtryggur Jonasson. investigated conditions, liked
the people, and sympathized with them. He immediately secured some
improvements in housing from the railway company, and thereafter
devoted himself to bettering the lot of the Icelandic immigrants.

SigtnXgu/, Jonasson. Fathe/' or Nell'
Ic£'ialld."

John Tarlo/'. English colonization agent
and leade/' fi}/' tize sellie/'s.
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8. The Expedition Sent to Choose a Site for the Colony:
By now both Sigtryggur Jonasson and John Taylor agreed that no
suitable site for the Icelandic settlers could be found in Eastern Canada.
They laid the problem before the Minister of Immigration at Ottawa,
who had been a fellow student of John Taylor's at Oxford. He readily
agreed to financing an expedition headed by John Taylor, together with
delegates elected by the settlers, to explore the Red River Valley for a
suitable site. The settlers elected Sigtryggur Jonasson and Einar
J onasson, but three others went with them on their own account: Skafti
Arason, Kristjan Jonsson, and Sigurdur Kristofersson (the last-named
joined the expedition later).
They left Kinmount July 2, 1875, and reached Winnipeg,
Manitoba, July 18. There were no railways in Manitoba, but the C.P.R.
line was under construction to the Crossing (now Selkirk). Winnipeg
did not look promising, for a plague of grasshoppers had come from the
west in such numbers that they darkened the sky and were swept up in
truckloads on Main Street and piled in mounds up to five feet high on
the river banks.
This disaster led to the expedition's by-passing the fine agricultural
land of the Red River Valley, and exploring instead the Keewatin
district along the shore of Lake Winnipeg, north of Manitoba, which
then extended only to Boundary Creek. This region appealed to them as
having good farm land, abundance of timber, and the prospect of good
fishing in the lake, as well as transportation along it to the Crossing,
which it was then thought would become the site of the great railway
centre that later developed in Winnipeg.
The site selected for the colony extended 36 miles from Boundary
Creek along the shore, to north of the Whitemud (later called the
Icelandic) River, and about eleven miles inland at the widest, the
average width being nine miles. it covered about 324 square miles.
Included with it were two islands, Mikley (Mickle Isle-Big Island) now
called Hecla Island, and Engey (Meadow Island) now called Goose
Island. A later extension, which brought the length to 42 miles, added
the Isafold community.
The Icelanders were granted exclusive rights of colonization in this
area, which were, however, revoked in 1897.
The official delegation, John Taylor, Sigtryggur Jonasson, and
Einar Jonasson, then returned to Kinmount with a wholehearted
recOlllmendation of the new site; but the settlers were not financially
able to move, and there was no provision in law for Dominion aid to
settlers moving from one part of the country to another.
9. Lord Dufferin:
I n this hour of need a great friend of the Icelandic people came to
the aid of the settlers. He was Lord Frederick Temple Dufferin, an Irish
nobleman, (his family seat in Ireland was Clandeboye) and also a
brilliant wit, speaker, writer, courtier, and diplomat. He had
represented England in Russia, Turkey, Egypt, Lebanon, italy, and
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France, and later was to become Viceroy of India, but at this time was
Governor-General of Canada.
In earlier days he had sailed to Iceland on his yacht, the "Foam",
and had travelled there and written a book on this voyage called Letters
From High Latitudes. In it he described the Icelandic people as sincere,
honest and peaceful, stating that in their country crimes, police,
prisons and armies were not to be found.
Lord Dufferin pledged his official word of honour as GovernorGeneral that the Icelanders would prove desirable colonists. On his
recommendation the Canadian government made a grant that enabled
the settlers to move to the West.
10. The Journey to Winnipeg:
The Icelanders in Kin mount were so anxious to leave that they
even left the crops on their rented lands unharvested and sold their cows
for half price. Indeed, those who were working for as little as ten cents a
day for farmers, or receiving 20 cents for a pailful of berries, did not feel
that they could change for the worse.
As Sigtryggur Jonasson had now left for Iceland to direct new
immigrants wishing to leave the district devastated by the Dyngja
Mountain eruptions, John Taylor became the leader of the expedition,
with Fridjon Fridriksson as his interpreter. The whole expedition
gathered in Toronto, almost 300 people, and left for Sarnia on Sept. 25,
1875.
There they boarded the steamer "Ontario", which was crowded
with people, baggage, bulls, swine, sheep, and domestic fowl. The vessel
pitched so violently that two sailors kept rolling sand-filled barrels back
and forth across the deck to reduce the slant of the ship in the sullen
lake water.
After a seemingly endless voyage along the Great Lakes, they
finally reached Duluth, Minnesota, then a village of some 300 people.
There was great rejoicing, specially as 13 more joined from Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. They now went by the new Northern Pacific Railway to
Glyndon, near Moorhead, where they were all crowded into some type
of factory.
The next day being Sunday, John Taylor assembled them all for
divine service, with Fridjon Fridriksson interpreting his sermon. He
said, among other things, that God had appointed him to guide the
Icelandic people in this great unknown land. Thereafter a gay dance
was held in an old roundhouse, to accordion music.
The day after, they reached Fisher's Landing near Grand Forks,
North Dakota. Here they again boarded a ship, an old-fashioned sternwheeler called the "International", then on its last voyage, with two
barges in tow. On these the people with their baggage were huddled
together for several days under the open sky.
During the conversations that enlivened their depressing voyage
came a proposal from Olafur Olafsson from Espiholl (Aspen Hill) the
leader of the Milwaukee group, that the first Icelandic town built in
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America, which was then expected to be on the banks of the Icelandic
River, should be named Gimli. This suggestion received unanimous
support, and the name was later given to the town established that fall
where the Icelanders first landed, in the south part of the colony.
(Note: According to the ancient Voluspa (Sibyl's Prophecy), found
in the Elder Edda, our earth is destined to vanish, completely destroyed
in the names of war. Thereafter will rise a new and better world,
inhabited by just and good people, who will live forever at peace in their
heavenly abode of Gimli.)
On Oct. II they landed at the mouth of the Assiniboine River in
Winnipeg, to be met by a great crowd of sightseers who were extremely
disappointed to find that the Icelanders were not Eskimos but white
people.
According to "Manitoba Milestones" by Mrs. Margaret
McWilliams, the immigrants numbered 285. Some remained in
Winnipeg, but probably about 200-235 went on to their colony of New
Iceland.
II. The Stay in Winnipeg:
The immigrants stayed at first in the immigrant house, but a few
set to work immediately on unloading the ship, for which they received
$3.00 a day.
Winnipeg did not look impressive, with its few scattered houses,
and unplanned streets, difficult of passage, with sidewalks consisting
mainly of wooden planks set in pairs lengthwise, side by side. The only
noteworthy sight was Fo"rt Garry with its four watchtowers at the
corners of the long fortress walls.
The settlers were extremely disappointed to discover that no
supplies of hay had been provided in the colony, so they could not take
their cows there. This looked unpromising and dangerous for families
with young children, yet they had no other means, so most of them went
on. In Winnipeg they bought the most essential food supplies, stoves,
tools, and materials for making nets, for no nets could be bought. The
food supplies were very dear and incredibly bad, especially the
pemmican, beans, wheat, and nour, all of which were old and spoiled.
As the government loan did not include clothing, they were scantily
clad.
12. The Voyage to Gimli:
The Icelanders, who had to pay for their transportation from
Winnipeg, felt that passage by the only lake steamer, the Colville,
owned by the Hudson's Bay Company, was too expensive. Instead they
bought a few of the enormous flatbottomed scows ("flatboats"), really
gigantic boxes, mainly used to transport lumber and fuel, and steered
with great paddles at both ends. In addition they purchased one eightoared York boat.
They set out in these perilous vessels, trusting to God's protection,
but warned by Winnipeggers that if a storm came up on Lake Winnipeg
they would all be drowned. Two men steered each of the scows, which
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were 6-9 in number. The expedition set out Oct. 17 from the wharf at
Notre Dame Avenue East. Such was the sea-worthiness of the first scow
that the settlers called it "Vitfirring" ("Maniac"). Yet all set out
hopefully, to drift downriver under the open sky, day and night.
On the first boat were John Taylor and his wife Elizabeth, their
adopted daughters Jane and Susan, his brother William Taylor with his
wife and children, and John Taylor's hired man, Everett Parsonage,
who steered their craft.
The voyage was difficult and slow, for even the highly skilled
Icelandic seamen were not used to these cumbersome Noah's arks,
which frequently ran aground. At the St. Andrew's Rapids, where the
great locks stand today, all the boats were moored. It being Sunday,
John Taylor preached to the people, and then he told them that he
would secure experienced men to pilot the boats the next day through
the rapids, and that below the mouth of the Red River the Colville
would meet them and tow them along by the shore.
The rapids proved dangerous, yet there was no loss of life, but
considerable damage to baggage. At the Crossing, below Selkirk, the
boats unfortunately tangled and damaged the nets of a group of
Indians, who stood on shore, sullen and silent, except for one woman
who screamed and gesticulated at the voyagers. This was their first
sight of the native I ndian people, who later proved in most instances to
be helpful and friendly to them, but who at this moment held for them
the terrors of the unknown.
When the Colville took them in tow the voyage was faster, but one
boat was shattered. The goods from it were piled into the others.
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13. The Landing at Willow Point:
South of Willow Point (a mile south of the present Gimli harbour)
little more than a mile offshore, the Colville cast anchor towards five
o'clock on Friday, October 21 (or 22?), 1875. The skipper said that it
would be insane to attempt to tow the scows all the way to the
Whitemud (Icelandic) River, for there was a southeasterly breeze and
the lake was ruffled. Neither would he land closer, nor move the fleet
into the bay where Gimli now stands. So the settlers were prevented
from making their first settlement at the Icelandic River, as they had
intended.
Eight rowers then manned the York boat, with Einar Jonasson
steering, and with great difficulty they reached shore with the whole
fleet in tow. They rowed into the lagoon just south of Willow Point and
landed in a little bay. That evening they walked up and down the sand
bar, glad to have reached their destination at last. That night was
passed on board the boats.

14. The First Year in the Colony of New Iceland:
A. Warehouse and Store Built at Gimli:
The following morning they began to survey their prospective
estates, and some walked north to the present site of Gimli. Having
been prevented from settling where originally intended, they made the
best of the situation and set about moving their effects to the site of the
present town of Gimli and erecting there a log warehouse for the goods
purchased in Winnipeg. Next a combined general store and house were
built for Fridjon Fridriksson, who was the main assistant of John
Taylor in the distribution of government loans and bookkeeping.
B. Shelter in Tents and Boats:

During the many weeks that some had to wait for houses they
huddled as best they could in the scows, or in buffalo-hide tents
borrowed by John Taylor from the Hudson's Bay Company. Some of
them were excellent, or at least passable, but others were old and torn,
affording little shelter. Many people suffered severely from the cold, as
the winter was unusually early and harsh. In one of these tents, on a
bitterly cold November day, with the snow blowing into the tent over
the mother's bed, was born the first white child in the colony, Jon
Johannson, several of whose descendants live in Gimli today. The
lantern which shed a fitful light in that tent has been preserved and is on
display in the Gimli Icelandic museum.
C. The First A ttempts at Fishing:
The next days those who had brought nets tried to fish, but
. although several were seasoned and highly skilled fishermen used to
braving stormy seas off the coasts of Iceland, they had poor results, as
the nets brought from Iceland were too large-meshed for lake fish. John
Taylor then offered a prize of $5 to the first settler to catch a fish in
Lake Winnipeg. The winner was Kristmundur Benjaminsson, some of
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whose descendants live in Gimli today. He caught a goldeye in his net,
and a crowd rushed to inspect this unfamiliar species of fish that later
becLime prized as a delicacy.
While a few men were beginning to develop skill in lake-fishing on
open water, the lake commenced freezing late in October, but did not
become safe till late in November. The winter turned out to be
extremely cold and severe, and the settlers had insufficient clothing to
withstand the bitter cold on the lake. This hampered their first attempts
at fishing through the ice, although later they became adept at it.
D. Construction of Dwellings:
By the time the warehouse had been constructed, John Taylor
ordered that the first shelters be made for the sick and handicapped.
These log cabins were generally 12 x 16 feet, many almost without a
1100r, and as low and with as few windows as possible. Generally two or
even three families lived in each hut, all using the same cook stove,
which also served to keep them warm. Since these dwellings were
constructed on top of snow and ice, roughly built of unshaped logs, they
were exceedingly cold. Yet the settlers already dreamed of a large town
and rushed to take lots in the vicinity of the warehouse.
A relatively large home was built for John Taylor, a storey and a
half in height, made of double walls of poplar logs with the space
bet ween filled with clay, and the roof of small logs thatched with hay
and clay. Settlers were paid $1.25 a day for work on this structure, all
paid in goods.

E. Scarcity of Food Supplies:
After the ice on the lake grew firm, convoys of oxen began to bring
goods to the colony, consisting of food and the most essential wares; but
as all equipment was exceedingly poor, very little could be transported
at a time. By mid-December supplies were so low that one family had
nothing to eat on Christmas Eve but a few scraps of bread. When
everyone had a roof over his head, three men were sent on a hunting
expedition. Since no game animals were to be found nearer than 15 or
20 miles inland, they returned after two weeks, on Christmas Eve,
empty-handed - a bitter blow to the families hoping for food. The frost
had averaged 54° below zero. Supplies remained scanty all winter, and
the ice did not leave till May 20. Toward spring scurvy became
common, and some are even thought to have died of famine. By midJune, however, enough cows had been brought in to supply milk.

F. The First Farms:
So far only the south end of the colony had been surveyed, six
miles north from Boundary Creek, but after the lake was frozen over
the Icelanders continued the survey northward to about 12 miles north
of Gimli, where Arnes now stands, and each farmer took possession of
his farm and erected his home, mostly along the lakeshore. Each one
gave his home or farm a name according to Icelandic custom,
sometimes according to the topographical features of its location, but
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more often the name of the home left behind in Iceland, such as
"Espiholl", (Aspen Hill), the home now occupied by the Arnason
family a mile south of Gimli; "Grund" (Grassy Plain), and Maeri
(Borderland). Unfortunately those names were never placed on
government records. Next fall and winter the government conducted a
legal survey and it was discovered that the one made by the settlers had
been remarkably accurate.

G. Social Life
There was no minister, but John Taylor conducted religious
services on Sundays, which were rather well attended. His impromptu
sermons were translated sentence by sentence by Fridjon Fridriksson,
standing beside him.
The greatest festivity of the winter was held on the last day of the
year. A tremendous pile of wood was massed on the lake east of Gimli,
and a speakers' platform erected beside it. All the colonists who could
do so assem bled there to watch the "burning out" of the Old Year,
according to age-old Icelandic custom. A tremendous fire was kindled
in the pile of wood. At midnight the Old Year appeared in the form of a
decrepit old man who gave a farewell speech and then limped off
westward. Then to the sound of songs from the east came a handsome
youth, the New Year, attended by 12 others representing the months,
six in white and six in green mantles. The New Year greeted the
gathering with a speech, and afterwards there was singing and dancing
around the bonfire. Finally all the entertainers were invited to a feast at
the home of John Taylor, with a well-seasoned gigantic pike for the
main delicacy.
During the winter three issues of a handwritten newspaper were
published and circulated throughout the colony.
That first winter John Taylor's niece Caroline conducted a school
that was especially helpful to many young people in learning English.

H. The First Encounter with Indians:
Three families went northward to the banks of the Icelandic
(formerly Whitemud) River, near the present site of Riverton. This led
to the first encounter with Indians, who doubtless considered this their
territory. While the first log hut was under construction on the north
bank of the river, an Indian named John Ramsay tried to prevent the
Icelanders from continuing with it. He pushed their boat away from the
bank, till one of the three advanced with lifted axe. He then desisted and
rowed away at great speed. During that day the Indians rowed up and
down the river shooting at birds, but sometimes apparently into the air,
possibly to frighten the settlers' families.
Shortly after, the Indians walked into the settlers' hut, guns in
hand, and sat down silently in a semi-circle, while the Icelanders stood
equally silent at the other end of the building. Soon after, at dusk,
Ramsay entered with an Indian interpreter, to demand that they leave,
stating that the Icelanders' colony extended only to the Icelandic River,
and that they were encroaching on the lands of the Indians. The
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Icelanders not being quite certain of the geo&raphy of the region as yet,
the two parties to the dispute finally agreed to get the government's
decision, which was secured from an Indian agent, who confirmed that
the Icelandic colony extended north of the Icelandic River.
Thereafter there was no further dispute, and Ramsay became a
friend and helper to the settlers, with several other Indians. Ramsay is
described as a very attractive man, slim, straight, and well-built. His
wife and children were exceptionally pretty and his home well-kept.
Ramsay lost his wife and two sons in the smallpox epidemic, and they
were buried alongside many of the white colonists at Sandy Bar, where
he placed a marble tombstone to mark their graves. It is the only grave
at that location marked, standing in the midst of a field of grain near
the lakeshore, with a white picket fence surrounding it. He had ordered
the stone when he took a load of furs to the Stone Fort, and the clerk
who took the order misunderstood the name, so it is Rumsey on the
headstone. But John could not read, so he did not know. Following his
loss, he took his daughter Mary, who had survived the disease but was
badly pockmarked, and went to Matheson Island.
The other residents of the district gradually moved away, and the
grave was neglected. John Ramsay worried about it, and wanted it
repaired and looked after, but was unable to get anyone.
i\ story is told that in 1910 a young man named Trausti Vigfusson
took a homestead in the Geysir district and built a cabin. One night he
had a strange dream. A tall handsome Indian strode out of the forest
and told him he was John Ramsay. Trausti had heard of the Indian
friend of the settlers from pioneers.
John said to him, "I want you to build me a fence, around the
grave of my dear wife Betsy at Sandy Bar."
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Trausti protested that he was poor, and he should turn to other old
friends, but John told him they had turned a deaf ear.
Trausti forgot the request, but months after he had another dream
about John Ramsay, so he went to the grave and hired a farmer nearby
to rebuild the fence around the grave.
Almost 50 years later, a Gimli author and historian, Kristine
Kristofferson, found the grave and learned of the story. She wrote the
story, which was published in the Winnipeg Free Press, and she used the
money she received to start a fund to repair the grave again. The
Riverton community, as a centennial project, had the grave covered
with concrete and decorative stones.
Ramsay continued to be a friend to the settlers, teaching them how
to build wind-proof cabins, make boats leak-proof, how to hunt and
fish, and shoot with a bow and arrow. If they were short of food, he
would invite them to his cabin for a meal of venison, bannock, syrup,
and tea.

I. Deaths
The hardships of this first winter (1875-76) caused many deaths
from scurvy and other diseases: one man lost seven of his nine children.
Many left the colony, but of the hundred or so that remained about a
third died.
15. The Second Year in the Colony:

A. Nell' 0'roups of III/migrants:
A second group, numbering about 800, induced partly by the
persuasion of four immigration agents, and partly by the terrors of the
volcanic eruptions, left Iceland July 2, 1876, going by the steamer
"Verona" to Glasgow, then by the Allan Line steamer "Austria" to
Quebec, and on from there by rail and boat to Winnipeg, where they
arrived August 8. They left for Gimli August 13 on six large scows and
sevcral smaller craft supplied by the government. They reached Gimli
August 20. Since almost all the men were away at work, they had to
fend for themselves, with little assistance from those already there, who
were generally too worn with illness and privation to assist them.
A second group of some 400 came almost immediately after, and a
small group of 19 persons later that year.
So extreme were the hardships of travel for these immigrants that
approximately one in twenty, especially young children, died 6n the
way. Further toll was taken after their arrival; one died from eating a
poisonous plant; two were so severely frostbitten after losing their way
and wandering three days on the lake that one of them did all his
pioneer work on his knees for the next three years; an elderly widow
died of exposure on the lake; and two men were drowned.
B. Fllrther Settlement:
By the fall of 1876 the settlers had occupied the entire coastline
from Boundary Bay north to Sandvik (Sandy Bar). Soon all farm lands
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were taken there, and up alongside the Icelandic River. Many settlers
rowed with their belongings north to Mikley (Hecla Island) and took
possession of f~lrms there.
In the beginning of November the Canadian government
appointed Sigtryggur Jonasson as commissioner in the colony to
administer its loan to the settlers, together with John Taylor. This loan,
totalling some $80,000, was used to purchase food supplies, seed grain,
implemcnts and cattle, and to pay transportation costs; i.e., the fares
from Quebec to New Iceland. It was to be repaid by 1889, but was never
fully collected.
It is difficult to imagine the difficulties to travel through the
territory, even for a quarter mile. The immigrants had never before seen
woods, yet it now seemed their fate to live in an endless forest, full of
tangled brushwood and 01 her obstacles. The lake was the only highway;
from the shore inland every foot had to be cleared. In many parts the
ground was also low and swampy, and swarmed with mosquitoes in
s u mm er.
I n the winter of 1876-77 the government completed a survey of the
colony, excepting the islands. The colony averaged nine miles in width,
and included 1296 quarter sections.
Locations were surveyed for three towns in the region, at Gimli,
Lundi, and Sandvik, with Gimli extending a mile along the shore and
half a mile in width, the lots measuring 66 by 132 feet. In later years the
town expropriated 16 feet from each lot to allow for construction of
back lanes. The other two townsites were similarly planned, but only
one-half by one-quarter mile in extent. Gimli became the only one of
these towns to retain its name and develop exactly as planned.
The government also surveyed and cleared a road 36 miles long
and 25 feet wide the entire length of the colony, following the lakeshore.
The younger Icelanders did most of this clearing, receiving 60-70 cents
a day and board for their work, while young girls prepared the food at
the same rate of pay.
In Manitoba, south of the colony, roads then extended only to
Netley Creek, so a l4-mile long road was constructed from it to
Boundary Crcek.
C. The Smallpox EpidemiC:
I n September, 1876, an unfamiliar disease appeared among the
settlers, at the Icelandic River. For the first six weeks it spread slowly,
and was little heeded, but afterwards it began to spread like wildfire
throughout the entire colony, and was identified as smallpox. The
terrified people then began to isolate themselves in their huts, but far
too late.
The disaster was compounded by the overcrowded housing that
permitted no isolation, as well as the total lack of hospitals, medical
supplies, trained nurses and qualified doctors. There was not even a
minister in the colony to console the living, comfort the dying, or
conduct last rites for the dead. Neighbour feared neighbour, dreading
the contagion. Yet even amidst the panic there were some men with
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natural gifts of healing and some knowledge of medicine who tended the
sick as best they could, and some great-hearted women who at risk of
their own lives and those of their dear ones, still came as angels of
mercy to help stricken neighbours.
There was no fully qualified doctor established in the colony until
the arrival at Gimli of Dr. Dunn in 1908. Till then it was served by
homeopaths, devoted men with practical experience of the healing art
and a gift for it, who served the people well, often going long journeys
on foot in bitter cold, or slogging through marshes to help a patient, and
asking for little or no reward. Sometimes a fee of 25 cents was charged,
if the patient could afford it. Among those serving the Gimli settlement
in this way were Bjarni Bjarnason, Einar Jonasson, and Gudni
Thorsteinsson.
On November 27, 1876, the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba,
who was also governor of Keewatin, within which New Iceland lay,
established a quarantine line at Netley Creek between New Iceland and
Manitoba. Not until December was a qualified doctor secured to
identify the disease and tend the sick.
Two other doctors were sent by the government of Manitoba, and
these three stayed at intervals during three or four months, after which
they were replaced by one doctor who stayed till June. Before their
arrival the settlers had converted a new government warehouse 40 by 16
feet, into a hospital, which was an improvement on the huts and
accommodated some of the patients. However, what with the general
lack of supplies and the overcrowding, the doctors had little success.
The two men who acted as interpreters for the doctors, Magnus
Stefansson and Kristjan Jonsson, reported having witnessed scenes of
indescribable misery.
One of them, Magnus Stefansson, went that winter with Dr.
Baldwin to Sandy River, across the lake, with John Ramsay as guide.
They had previously gone to Norway House to vaccinate the 196 people
there. At Sandy River, where lived many of Ramsay's relatives, they
found the 200 people there all dead in their cabins, some of smallpox
and others of frost or starvation. They burned it to ashes, including a
stock of furs worth hundreds of dollars, but contaminated.
Among the settlers, approximately one in three caught the disease,
and it killed 102 of them, mostly young people and children. Those who
recovered were disfigured for life and often broken in health and spirit.
The quarantine was retained by Manitoba for months after the
epidemic was over. No one could leave the colony without staying two
weeks at the quarantine line, and then taking a disinfectant bath from
head to toe and dressing in new clothes supplied by the government.
Those who had had the disease were exempt from the wait, but had to
follow the rest of the procedure. All letters were soaked in carbolic acid,
so that they were scarcely legible. The disruption of trade and
em ployment by the extension of the quarantine was ruinous.
Finally the government of Manitoba and the commissioners of the
colony agreed that every house be disinfected and fumigated. Every
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house was washed in limewater, all bedding and clothing were boiled in
soapy water, and everything not washable was fumigated with sulphur.
Finally, on July 20-21, the quarantine was lifted. By this time, the
settlers were so discouraged that many were ready to leave the colony.
D. Lord Dufferin '.I' Visit:
I n the fall of 1877, shortly after the quarantine ended, the friend
and patron of the colony, Lord Dufferin, announced his intention of
visiting it in the course of an official tour of Canada.
Tremendous preparations were made. A good-sized area was
cleared on the Gimli beach, with a stockade to the south and east, all
edged with l6-foot fragrant spruce trees, as was the north side. To the
west a semi-circular platform was erected, with flags on high poles, and
arches of greenery. A table to the side of it displayed exhibits of the
products of the colony. A 30-foot spruce archway faced the lake,
bearing the Union Jack and the word VELKOMINN (WELCOME)
but on the other side, GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. A pier led out from
it into the lake.
Lord Dufferin arrived on Sept. 14. While the people were being
assem bled and notified (for the precise date of his arrival had not been
given) he visited every house in the village of Gimli, and then walked
two miles west and visited three farm homes. Everywhere he inquired
closcly into conditions. After lunching in the Taylor home, he faced an
assembly of about 100 colonists. Having heard an address of welcome
which pictured both the hardships and the prospects of the settlement,
he spoke to them, with Fridjon Fridriksson giving a simultaneous
translation into Icelandic.
Among other things, he said:
"Sons and daughters of Iceland, now citizens of Canada, and
subjects of Her Majesty, the Queen:
When I was so fortunate twenty years ago as to visit your island, I
did not dream that the day would come that I would be called on to
receive you in this country as a representative of the British Crown.
We do not forget that no national group has a better right among
us than you, for probably the world owes the discovery of this continent
to the hardihood of your seamen. Had Columbus not visited your island
and found recorded there indisputable proof of his splendid visions of
the land to the west, it is possible that he might never have ventured out
on the unknown Atlantic. So again I bid you welcome to this country."
Lord Dufferin mentioned also that he had not come into a single
cot or hut in the colony where there was not a library of twenty to thirty
volumes however bare the walls and scanty the furnishing, and he had
bccn told that there was scarcely a child among them that could not
read or write.
Furthermore he said that the settlers would be free, in association
with a national group kindly in nature and related to them, and that
cven after becoming British subjects they should never forget the ageold customs and colourful literature of their ancestors.
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Thereafter Lord Dufferin met the leading people of the colony, and
thcn shook hands and chatted with all that he could reach. He liked to
see some of the wornen in festive Icelandic costume, and he liked the
scenery so well that he made sketches of the place of reception, the bay,
and Willow Point. Finally Jane and Susan Taylor rowed him out to the
Colville in their little boat, and he departed, leaving the memory of the
sincerest and most influential friend of the Icelandic people in the New
World.
E. Official Inspection alld Report on the Colony:

Only three days after Lord Dufferin's visit, two cabinet ministers
left for Gimli, inspected conditions there, and reported that in scarcely
two years the colonists, despite all their hardships, had made excellent
progress. They had already replaced makeshift shelters with
comparatively roomy and airy houses, clean and well-kept, and
comparing favourably with housing in the older parts of Manitoba.
Much fencing had been done too. The younger people were working far
and wide in Manitoba, and buying necessities for their families and
relatives. The settlers owned 600 cows, an average of two to each
household, and were successfully cultivating potatoes, cabbage, and
various root crops, but little cereal crop as yet. They were beginning to
build good boats and have more success with fishing. The younger ones,
they said, spoke good English. The newly-established government of the
colony and thc newspaper "Framfari" were both good signs of
progress.
16. A Remarkable Experiment in democratic Government:
1\. Temporary Government:
I\s New Iceland lay within Keewatin, an unorganized part of the
N orth- West Tcrritories, there was no form of local government
awaiting the settlcrs. Shortly after their arrival (Jan. 4, 1876) a meeting
held at Gimli elccted a temporary five-man committee called a "town
council", although it actually directed the affairs of the entire colony,
its main function being to issue the government loan. It was headed by
John Taylor, the government commissioner. In November, 1876, the
Canadian government also appointed Sigtryggur Jonasson as'
commissioner to assist Taylor. At that time the settlers were divided
into groups of forty to sixty people each, with a leader for each group,
who was to distribute food supplies according to popUlation, and other
supplies according to need.

0/ the State 0/ New Iceland:
In January, 1877, the colonists held meetings to frame a
constitution. which received their final revision and ratification at
Sandvik (Sandy Bar) Jan II, 1878. Thereby was established the unique
and rcmarkablc experiment in democratic government that the writer
Mrs. N. J. Sommcrville (Steina Stefansson), called "The Twelvc- Year
Rcpublic", as it rcmaincd in force almost twelve years. To quote Knut
B. Founding
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GjerseCs "History of Iceland": "New Iceland was a state with its own
constitution, laws, and government, even its own language and distinct
nationality. No other people than Icelanders were supposed to settle
within its borders. But in all except local matters it remained under the
authority of the Canadian government."

C. The Constitution of New Icc/and:
Accustomed to the age-old parliamentary democracy of Iceland,
the colonists framed a constitution that some great jurists have judged
to be equal, and in some respects superior, to the laws of that period in
Canada.
I t provided that the whole region comprising the colony of New
Iceland be called the Vatnsthing (Lake Region) and that it be divided
into four districts: Vidinesbygd (Willow Point Community - now the
Gimli district), Arnesbygd (the Arnes Community); Fljotsbygd - (the
Icelandic River Community now the Riverton district); and
Mikleyjarbygd (the Big Island Community - now Hecla Island.)
All laws were passed by popular vote, and all officials were elected
for a one-year term, but could be re-elected. Every man of eighteen or
over, i r 0 f good cha racter and either em ployed or holding property, had
the right to vote, but no one could hold office under 21 years of age.
A five-man council governed each community, and the chairmen
or reeves of these councils comprised the central government of New
Iceland, together with an elected governor.
Appropriately, Mr. Sigtryggur Jonasson, who then resided in the
north of the colony, was elected as the first governor. He has often
been called "the Father of New Iceland."
Provisions were made for annual meetings for elections and
discussion of community problems and voting on them; for road work
(ten hours annually, or a two-dollar payment); for general maintenance
oj" roads, bridges, etc.; for annual submission by each district of a
record of deaths, births, and marriages, as well as of financial and
industrial conditions and development to provide material for an
annual census of the region as a whole; for the support of widows and
orphans and those unable to work, as well as for advisers and guardians
of widows and orphans; for looking after estates left without a
competent executor; for the building of a community hall in each
district; and for inspection of sanitation and health conditions.
Money being exceedingly scarce in the colony, the local district tax
consisted of 2S cents paid annually by each eligible voter! Obviously,
most of the taxes were in the form of work done on community projects.
A very notable and advanced feature was the election of
conciliators and arbitrators to settle disputes. Every district had its own
elected conciliators, with one alternate. They acted only on request of
one or both of the parties concerned. If they failed to achieve
agreement, a five-man arbitration board, if requested by one or both
disputants, would take over. It consisted of the governor of the region,
and two representatives of each party.
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A II their decisions had to be recorded, as were also all minutes of
meetings and all decisions of councils and all laws passed by voters.

D. The Public Spirit of the Sell/ers:
An article published in "Framfari" (The Progressive), the colony
newspaper, together with the constitution, shows the spirit of the
colonists. Here is an excerpt:
"We must not consider ourselves as minors or paupers, but as
competent free men, fully able to conduct our own affairs. We must not
consider ourselves as aliens, but as part of the national community in
which we are placed. We must consider that in our hands lie the honour
and reputation of the Icelandic nation on this continent, and we must
therefore strive to be equally able as, and to attain the same degree of
proficiency in both book-learning and practical knowledge as the nation
whose compatriots we are. We must consider that we have equal rights
with the other subjects of the state, and that not only have we the right
to govern ourselves locally, but that soon we will have the opportunity
and will be expected to share in the common problems affecting
Keewatin, as well as the common problems affecting the state as a
whole. We hope that our best and ablest men will not draw back, but
will consider it their duty to use their abilities for the common
good .... "
E. A cce{Jtance of the Constitution:
Records show that the colonists expected to seek approval of their
constitution by the Canadian government. It may be assumed that this
was done, and that "New Iceland, Keewatin, Canada" became a
recognized part of the Canadian nation; in any case, it ruled itself
locally till it joined Manitoba.

17. The Great Exodus, Commencing in 1878:
The enormous strain of conquering the virgin land took heavy toll
of the settlers. Despite their utmost efforts progress at first appeared
slow. The timber felled as land was cleared found no market.
Occasionally floods ravaged the farms; in 1880 on the lowlands in the
Willow Point Community and elsewhere they destroyed gardens and
fields. filled the houses and swept away haystacks. Men were compelled
to wade to safety, and ply boats between houses.
Money was exceedingly scarce, so that both men and women
frequently left the colony to earn some, usually at hard and heavy tasks,
the men often at railway work or similar labour, the women at
housework. M ore often than not they went on foot. A case in point is
that of a mother of 17 children (Sigurlaug, wife of Kristmundur
Benjaminsson), seven of whose children lived to maturity. In summer
she would walk from Gimli to Winnipeg, leaving her husband, who was
busy with farm work, and the older children to look after the younger
ones and the household. After several months of work she would buy
groceries and dry goods for her meager pay, load them on her back and
walk the entire way back to Gimli with thirty pounds or more to carry.
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Roads being poor or lacking, or possibly unsafe, she would follow the
shoreline most of the way. No sooner haa she returned than her
husband. after his arduous toil on the farm, would leave her in charge
and seek harvest work in Manitoba or Dakota.
Such unrelenting toil was common and accepted, by farmers, and
the fishermen. facing the lake in all seasons with scanty equipment,
clothing and shelter, of their wives, and men in any field of service; the
mailman who carried his sack of mail the long miles from Winnipeg to
Gimli. or from Gimli to the Icelandic River or Hecla Island even in the
worst of blizzards; the homeopath who trudged on foot, wading
mosquito-infested marshes, to attend his patients; the minister who
walked every mile of the way between parishes.
The smallpox epidemic, while the most virulent, was only the first
in a series: a few months after it scarlet fever spread from Manitoba all
over the colony, and thereafter diphtheria and measles, all taking their
toll of health and life, as did scurvy and the so-called "summer
complaint" that proved fatal to many little children. For instance, a
settler who returned from railroad work found that his wife and family
had all died during his absence.
By I '677 the government loan was exhausted, and that winter food
supplies ran out for several families. Meetings held in Arnes found no
solution: no fish nor cattle to sell, and no market for timber. It was the
colony's darkest hour.
At this juncture the Rev. Pall Thorlaksson secured from the
American Norwegian Synod to which he belonged over $1,300 as relief
for the suffering members of his congregations. The following summer
several of them left with him to found a new colony in North Dakota, as
did many others in succeeding years, while others moved to Winnipeg,
and to Argyle, where a third colony was established. Of two thousand,
only some two hundred were finally left, with 12 farmers remaining in
the Willow Point district, five in the Arnes community, 25 in the
Icelandic River district, and some eight to ten on Hecla Island.
This exodus appeared at first to be a death-blow to the colony, and
temporarily it stopped all progress. However, new immigrants, who in
spite of all, had faith in New Iceland, filled the gaps, so that by 1900 the
population had again reached two thousand.
In this way New Iceland came to be the mother colony of the
Icelandic settlements in Argyle and Dakota, and to some extent in
Winnipeg and elsewhere.
I '6. Cultural Life in New Iceland:
During the cleven or twelve years of rule under the constitution of
New Iceland. Icelandic customs prevailed, and much longer in some
respects. All general information came from Icelandic sources, based
on the heavy trunks of books, worth their weight in gold, that the
immigrants brought. All children were taught their ABC's in the home.
No child could be confirmed and received into the Lutheran state
church of Iceland unless it could read the catechism and had learned it.
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It was the duty of the home to provide this instruction and of the

minister to inspect it and pass judgment.
It was customary to read aloud to the household in the evening,
whilc most of the listeners worked at some sedentary task. Books and
papers were eagerly read and discussed, ballads sung, sagas and legends
read, and family worship conducted.
A. Religion:
Early in I '677 meetings were held to discuss securing one or more
ministers and erecting churches and school houses. Eventually two
girted and ardent young pastors came to serve in the colony: Rev. Jon
Bjarnason of the Lutheran State Church of Iceland, an accomplished
writer, who gave up a position as editor in the U.S.A. to take on an illpaid and arduous post with the settlers; and Rev. Pall Thorlaksson*,
who left two U.S. congregations to the Norwegian Lutheran Synod to
give equally devoted service.
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Rev. Jon Bjarnason and his devoted wife Fru Lara, who was a
talented woman from a highly cultured home in Iceland, reached New
Iceland after three weary weeks of travel from Minneapolis. (Note: Fru,
Madam, was a title of respect accorded to her as a pastor's wife.)
Since his congregations were scattered all over the colony, he had
constant laborious travels in every type of weather and generally on
foot, usually with his gentle but determined wife as faithful companion
- all this for scarcely half or the promised annual $600 salary, together
II'ilh lodging, but without the horse and wagon that had also been
promised. Wherever they went they shared the food of their
parishioners, mostly rish, potatoes, and milk, and also the lodging that
their homes could supply. The cold or winter was no worse than the
insufferable plague or mosquitoes and the trackless bogs and marshes
underfoot in summer. However, they round recompense in the generous
lI'elcome, devotion, and enthusiasm or the colonists.
,. I{t:\,. Pall

Thorl~lksson,

first pastor of New Iceland. arrived in 11'76. after organizing the first Icelandic Lutheran

gn:gation in /\nh.:ric:l. at Sha\\ano. Wisconsin.
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After being heartily welcomed at Gimli and holding his first service
there Nov. II. Rev. Jon with Fru Lara at his side set out on Nov. 15,
walking on the lake ice to the Icelandic River, some 26 miles, and
shortly after from there to Hecla Island. He held divine services,
questioned children on the catechism, held meetings, organized Sunday
schools. and at Hnausa he baptized some children.
Rev. Pall Thorlaksson stayed only during the winter months in
New Iceland and had only three congregations, but he was completely
devoted and selfless in his efforts to aid the colonists, among whom he
travelled constantly. sharing their food and lodging.
Both pastors had their main residence at Gimli.
Unfortunately these two church leaders did not wholly agree on
matters of doctrine. the Norwegian synod of Rev. Pall Thorlaksson
being somewhat more fundamentalist in its views than the Icelandic
state church of Rev. Jon Bjarnason. Consequently rivalry and
dissension broke out between their congregations. A joint two-day open
meeting held at Gimli in March. 1878. attended by well over 200
settlers. endeavoured to heal the breach through debate and discussion.
A similar gathering was held the next year. They were informative and
helpful. but despite them the open split remained.
Rev. Pall Thorlaksson left the colony forever in 1879, broken in
health. but not in spirit, for he devoted the three remaining years of his
life to founding a colony in North Dakota to which many settlers
emigrated from New Iceland. Rev. Jon Bjarnason left in 1880, after
ordaining his successor. Halldor Briem. The latter. with his wife, Susan
Taylor. departed in 1881, leaving the colony without a pastor for some
years.
In 1885 at Mountain. North Dakota. the Icelandic Lutheran
Synod was founded to unite the various Icelandic churches. Rev. Jon
Bjarnason was its president for the ensuing 23 years. The following year
he travelled through New Iceland to reorganize the congregations there.

The first Lutheran Church built in J889.
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and he secured ror them a pastor rrom Iceland, Rev. Magnus
Skaptason, in 1887. In 1889, during his tenure, a Lutheran church was
erected at Gimli at a cost or $625, hair paid in work and hair in money.
Rev. Magnus Skaptason held annual conventions or his own
~lI11ong his congregations. He did not share the views of the Synod, and
in a ramous Easter sermon delivered in 1891 throughout his parishes, he
attacked what he considered to be its fundamentalist and orthodox
tenets. The result was a tremendous storm of dissension. The Gimli
congregation temporarily left the Synod, which it, however, rejoined in
1901, with Rev. Runolrur Marteinsson serving as pastor until 1910. The
followers of Rev. Magnus Skaptason formed separate Unitarian
congregations. Their rirst convention was held at Gimli in 190 I.
At Gimli the Unitarians erected an attractive church in 1905, their
pastor then being Rev. Johann P. Solmundsson, (1903-1910), and the
Lutherans a handsome new church in 1906-07, which has since been
replaced by the present modern building. Over a long period pastors of
Icelandic descent served these churches, holding services in the
Icelandic language, which has now been replaced by English, since
around 1950.
B. Schools and Education:
The colonists, being highly literate people, gave their children
instruction at home, but they were also deeply concerned about further
schooling.
Caroline Taylor conducted an English elementary school in Gimli
the very first winter or the settlement. This girl, who had first aroused
.John Taylor's interest in the Icelandic settlers, was also a partner in the
first marriage between Icelandic colonists and English-Canadians. Her
wedding was the only bright, romantic touch in the dreadful winter of
the smallpox. In bright, frosty weather in February she and the
bridegroom, Sigurdur Kristofersson, stood north of the quarantine line
at Netley Creek in the presence of the guards, while the Metis minister
who conducted the marriage ceremony stood on the other side.
Her sister Jane taught the school the following winter. Several
children and young people attended both years, with considerable
benefit.
Later both pastors rounded Sunday schools and these apparently
served as elementary schools too. Of the Rev. Jon Bjarnason's Sunday
schools it is said that: "In these schools children unable to read are
taught reading; those who read poorly are taught to read correctly;
children and young people are questioned on the catechism and it is
explained to them; they are let read Bible passages and Scripture.
Though the main objective or these schools is to enable the children to
read well, and to make it easier for the minister to give them Christian
instruction, the teachers also instruct the older children in writing and
arithmetic." - Framrari 1.6.
When Rev. Jon Bjarnason founded his school in the north,
competent men immediately volunteered to do the teaching, much of
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which was probably conducted in private honles. The first public
buildings constructed in the various districts of the colony were log
structures intended primarily to serve as chapels or churches, but
apparently also used as community halls and schools.
On his return from the north late in 1877, Rev. Jon Bjarnason
suggested setting up a day school in Gimli. This proposal received
immediate support; the school was established before Christmas and
continued till April 22, 1878. Fru Lara Bjarnason was the principal
teacher, but others assisted her. The classes were conducted five days a
week in the warehouse which had served as the only hospital during the
smallpox epidemic. As many children were admitted as accommodation allowed, regardless of whether they belonged to Rev. Jon
Bjarnason's congregation or not. Instruction was given in improvement
of reading skills, writing, spelling, arithmetic, geography, English, and
·music. There was also religious instruction, in which Rev. Jon
Bjarnason took part whenever he could spare time. Illiterate childfen
were not admitted. There were 42 pupils.
This school was continued the following winter and closed on
Maundy Thursday (the day before Good Friday), prior to church
service. Fru Lara conducted examinations (presumably public and oral)
in reading, geography, singing, and English. These were followed by an
address of thanks to her on behalf of the parents and relatives of the
children.
Other elementary schools were maintained sporadically in the
colony the next few years, at or near Gimli and the Icelandic River, but
most of the instruction must have been given in the homes.
In 1885 Gudni Thorsteinsson, later postmaster at Gimli for some
56 years, set up, in conjunction with another energetic and progressive
settler, Petur Palsson, an English-Icelandic school at Gimli in Mr.
Palsson's home, and another at Kjarna in the home of Kristjan J.
Kernested. The teacher was Mr. Thorsteinsson, considered the best
educated layman in the colony; he had been an interpreter for English
tourists in Iceland. Each school term lasted three months, with some 20
pupils attending each school. Accommodation was free, but there was a
charge of 50¢ per month for each pupil, which, however, some were
unable to pay, money being still very scarce in the settlement. This
instruction, which lasted two winters, proved very helpful.
In 1888, the year after New Iceland was converted into the
municipality ofGimli, it was divided into school districts, but no legally
provided teaching began till 1889, when the Canadian type of school
was introduced at Gimli, in a rather large log structure, where the
funeral home now stands on First A venue. This first school building in
Gimli had originally belonged to the Lutheran church, but was sold to
the school district for $150.
The first school board consisted of Gisli M. Tomasson,
(Thompson), from the Kross homestead, Johann Arnason from
Espiholl (Arnason Dairy), and Petur Palsson from Jadar. The first
teacher under the public school system was Sigurdur G. Thorarensen
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from Iceland, a genial, cultured gentleman, noted for his fine tenor
vOice.
After three years the schoolhouse was enlarged, and remained in
use till 1900. Then a timber building (later used as the Gimli town hall)
was erected on Second Avenue, with two classrooms, which included
high school classes. A very talented man, Rev. Hjortur J. Leo, was the
first principal. For many years the great majority of the teaching staff
was of Icelandic descent.
Many cxcellent principals and teachers have served Gimli schools
since these early beginnings, and numerous students of high character
and calibre have graduated from them to enter a variety of occupations
and professions, some even to occupy posts of national and in some
instances international importance. The later history of education in
Gimli will follow in another section.
C. PlIhlicaliol1s:

It seems incredible that settlers who had scarcely enough food,
shelter, and clothing should be immediately concerned with the
publication of papers and periodicals. Yet, since literacy was in their
lifeblood, they began circulating a hand-written paper of which three
issues were published, the first winter of their stay in New Iceland. It
was called Nyi Thjodolfur, the editor being Jon Gudmundsson.
A far more ambitious undertaking was the establishment of a
publishing firm, issuing shares that sold readily among the colonists. It
lIas the New Iceland Publishing Company, founded by Sigtryggur
Jonasson and Johann Briem from the Icelandic River, and Fridjon
Fridriksson of Gimli. There was some delay, caused by difficulty in
securinl! Icelandic type. but the first issue of the paper "Framfari" (the
Progressive) was published Sept. 10, 1877, at Lundi (now Riverton), by
the Icelandic River. Sigtryggur Jonasson was the editor of the first eight
issues and of the final one of April 10, I 880~ and Rev. Halldor Briem of
the other 66. Subscribers numbered about 600, of whom half were in
Iceland. This paper, which covered a two-year period, is an invaluable
reference for the life and history of the colony, and is kept as a great
treasure in the Manitoba Archives.
Numerous publications were printed at Gimli: Dagsbrun (the
Dawn) a monthly on religious issues by Rev. Magnus Skaptason and
Gisli Thompson: Svafa, a monthly containing stories, poems, and items
of information, published by Gisli Thompson; Bergmalid, (The Echo) a
bi-monthly with general news and discussion of local affairs, by Gisli
Thompson and Gudni Thorsteinsson: and Baldur, a liberal weekly with
general news and articles on matters of public interest. After the tragic
death of its talented editor, Einar Olafsson, Rev. Johann P.
Solmundsson took over his post.
They were also the editors of Ny Dagsbrun (The New Dawn).
Gimlungur, a weekly with local news and other material, was
published by Gisii Magnusson, as well as Heimilisvinur (Friend of the
Home), which consisted of translated stories. The last-named ceased
publication in 1911.
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D. Other Aspects of Cultural Life:

The fertile intellectual life of the colony also found vivid and
colourful expression in public gatherings, speeches and debates, as well
as music, song, and acting of plays.
An Icelandic library association, the Aurora, was founded at Gimli
by Gudni Thorsteinsson in 1887, with 16 members and about 100
books. mostly donated by him and Jonas Stefansson. It was the
forerunner of the Gimli Icelandic Library, founded in 1911 and active
until the formation of the Evergreen Regional Library, when it donated
its large stock of books to the public library.
19. Industrial Life:
Farming and fishing were the main occupations of the colonists,
but in both they were hampered in the early stages, both by lack of
familiarity with Canadian conditions and methods, and by poverty and
lack of equipment, as well as having to face a raw wilderness. However,
they soon showed remarkable resourcefulness.
A. Farming:

The records of 1877 show that after two years of work the 264
farmers of New Iceland already had 224 houses, not counting
temporary shelters, 114 of them with cellars, and more under
construction. They had cleared 515 acres of land, and had also
constructed fences, drained ditches, and made roads. They had supplies
of hay. potatoes, and other root crops, cattle, horses, sheep, swine and
domestic fowl. I n addition they had more than 83 boats, supplies of nets
and other fishing gear, and a considerable catch, both of whitefish and
other species.
A year later there had been considerable development in all these
aspects, and crops of beans, wheat, oats, and barley had been added.
At first all the work must have been done by hand. The first
machine in the colony appears to have been a mower purchased by
Sigtryggur Jonasson and used in the Icelandic River community in
1879. It was ox-drawn and did the work of four men, mowing five acres
a day.
Despite every effort supplies of food were not always dependable,
for fish was often spoiled by lack of refrigeration, and root crops, such
as potatoes, ruined by frost or flooding of cellars.
Prices paid to farmers for produce were low. A record from
H nausa in 1890 mentions 8¢ a dozen for eggs, 8-1 O¢ a pound for butter,
and 3-5¢ a pound for beef. Casual labour was very scarce there; the
lucky few who found such employment were paid 50¢ a day and board.
B. Fishing:

The fishing industry on Lake Winnipeg may be said to date from
an expedition urged by John Taylor when food supplies ran low. It was
headed by Magnus Stefansson, who with two other men set out Dec. 8,
1877. to the still unfamiliar north of the lake. Fishing in the south was
then very poor. but indians had reported a good catch in the north. The
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Large.I·1 sl('(Jmer buill by Icelanders 10 sail on Lake Winnipeg. buill in Selkirk 1897
br SI£j"an and Johannes Sigurdson oj Hnausa. These IWO men had many businesses. at
Hllausa. Gilllii. Riverton. Johannes Sigurdson was Ihe firsl mayor oj Gimli. when
organized as a vil/agl.'.

expedition had two sleighs with five strong sleigh-dogs, a skin tent, tea,
flour, and pemmican. They went two days' journey north to Little
Grindstone Point, used up their supplies in a week, and lived on fish the
next two.
Just as another expedition was preparing to set out in search of
them, two of them returned on Dec. 28, weatherbeaten and frostbitten,
but with some 200 whitefish each. One had remained behind. This
success caused much elation. Despite poor equipment and lack of warm
clothing they and some 40 others from the colony went north almost
immediately, depending for survival upon a phenomenally mild winter.
Thereafter the settlers went far afield on numerous fishing expeditions
and tried other fishing rounds, beginning with the ones off Hecla
Island and Deer Island, 'till eventually the entire lake became familiar
to them and their descendants. In time they also developed improved
methods of fishing through the ice.
The Icelanders, descendants of the Vikings, a people to whom the
sea had been a second home from the dawn of history, took readily to
the lake and became the founders of the Manitoba fishing industry. The
story of their lake boats, large and small, and of their captains, and of
the adventures of the lake fishermen, would form a colourful history in
itself. The largest boat built by the Icelandic-Canadians, the graceful
"Lady of the Lake", constructed in 1896-97 by the brothers Stefan and
Johannes Sigurdsson of Hnausa, was a familiar and welcome sight
whenever she came to harbour, as were the many others whose names
became household words along the lakeshore.

C. Freighting and Marketing of Fish:
An industry in its own right was the freighting of fish on the lake.
A t first. and especially before the advent of refrigeration, which appears
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to have first been introduced by Hannesson Brothers of Gimli and
shortly after by the Sigurdssons at Hnausa, only frozen winter fish
could be transported to market. It had to be hauled to Selkirk. About
the year 1893 it took from two to three weeks to convey it on ox-drawn
sleighs to Selkirk from the northern stations. The charge for a man and
his oxen at the so-called "stopping-places" was 50-60c a night, but such
accommodation was scarce in the north, so that occasionally the men
had to spend the night as well as the day in the open during the cold of
winter. Various mishaps occurred, some serious. Not infrequently, an
ox, or even a team with its load, would fall through a crack in the ice
and have to be hauled out. Some oxen were shod with a half shoe under
each cleft of the hoof.
Trains of horses, each drawing a nat sleigh and walking one behind
the other, moved faster than the ox-teams. Sometimes the freighters
found no shelter at night for themselves and their horses except, with
luck, a fisherman's cabin, or an island, or a grove of trees.
Conditions improved greatly when cabooses providing a cookhouse and nightly lodging were adopted, and when snow-ploughs began
to open the trail. Tents were extended from the cabooses to shelter 5-10
teams of oxen or horses.
For their labour the freighters received about 35¢ for freighting
100 pounds of nsh.
Markets developed closer than Selkirk, for instance, the Hannesson
Brothers of Gimli and Sigurdsson Brothers of Hnausa, and others. As
the power of large fish companies increased, Chris P. Paulson (son of
Petur Palsson, and later mayor of Gimli) took the lead in calling
meetings in 1898 to see how the lot of the fishermen could be improved.
They decided to entrust the sale of the next winter's fish catch to H.
Armstrong of Selkirk. As a result, he later developed the ArmstrongGimli Fisheries of Gimli, later owned by British Columbia Packers.
D. Other COl7ll7lercial Enterprises:
Meanwhile other men were developing various enterprises. Fridjon
Fridriksson of Gimli was the first and also the principal merchant of the
colony in early years, as well as postmaster of the first post office,
opened at Gimli Dec. I, 1877. An advertisement from 1878 quotes the
following prices in his store: cotton goods, 5-16¢ a yard; tobacco, 45flOc a pound; coffee, 35c a pound (3 pounds for $1); white sugar, 16¢ a
pound: salt pork, 121!2c a pound: good nour, about $3 a sack. Whitefish
averaged about 9(: a pound.
Other tradesmen, notably Samson Bjarnason of Arnes, traded in
the north of the colony, and itinerant traders came from Winnipeg.
Most of them traded goods for fish. Goods were brought by oxen from
Winnipeg in winter, but by boat along the lake from Winnipeg and
Selkirk in other seasons. Several traders and storekeepers owned their
own boats for this transport; for instance, Fridjon Fridriksson and
Pctur Palsson, an excellent sailor who conveyed goods and passengers
between Selkirk and Gimli. The Hannesson Brothers ofGimli opened a
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large store there in 1888 and introduced refrigeration of fish. Their
boats, the "Osprey", and later the "Gimli", conveyed both goods and
passengers, as did the sailboat of another well-known Gimli merchant,
Captain Jon Jonsson, who did freighting between Gimli and Selkirk.
The Hannesson Store was later rented to B. B. Olson and S.
Thorvaldsson, who conducted business there from 1896 to 1898.
The only one of the early business enterprises still conducting
business in Gimli in the 1970's is Tergesen's Store, established by Hans
Petur Tergesen in 1899.
Magnus Holm, stepson of Captain Jon Jonsson, set up the first
hotel, which was shortly after purchased by Gudmundur Christie, and
expanded shortly after 1903 into the Lakeview Hotel. It now forms the
older part of the Betel Home for the Aged.

The tll'O pictwes sho\\' sOllie challges ill the exterior oFthe Tel'gesell Store, that have
heel/ lII(1de sillce it 1I'{lS /il'st huilt ill 1899,
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20. Further Progress:

A. Union with Manitoba; Entry of Other National Groups:

From 1875 to 1881, New Iceland was totally self-governing in local
affairs, owing responsibility only to the Canadian government. In 1881,
when Manitoba was extended beyond the so-called "postage stamp"
province, New Iceland fell within the boundaries of this enlarged area
and came to some extent under Manitoba as well as federal
jurisdiction, but still remained locally under its own constitution. This
created the peculiar situation of a republic within a province.
However it was not in the nature of the Icelandic people to remain
aloof from the mainstream of national life in Canada. It soon became
evident to foresighted men in the colony that many improvements
might be gained by complete union with Manitoba. Gudni
Thorsteinsson and Sigtryggur Jonasson took the lead in persuading the
settlers to appeal to Manitoba to incorporate New Iceland with the
prov1l1ce.
Consequently in 1887 all of New Iceland was converted into the
municipality of Gimli. Johann Briem from the Icelandic River became
the first reeve and Gudni Thorsteinsson of Gimli the first secretarytreasurer.
The settlers immediately entered the larger sphere of action now
opened to them. The electoral division including New Iceland was
represented in Manitoba Legislature by several able men born in
Iceland: first by Sigtryggur Jonasson, later by B. L. Baldwinsson of
Winnipeg, and Sveinn Thorvaldsson, and since then several times by
descendants of Icelandic immigrants, both on the provincial and federal
scene.
Originally New Iceland was a region designated by the Canadian
government exclusively for settlement by immigrants from Iceland.
However, the Icelanders were not insistent on their right to keep out
people of other origins - a right which was abrogated in 1897. As
people mainly of Ukrainian, Polish, German, and Hungarian origin
were already beginning to occupy land adjacent to the colony around
1890, and some of them were using G imli as their purchasing centre, the
Icelanders had formed some acquaintance with them before they began
to take possession of the unoccupied lands in the colony after 1897, and
accepted them freely. Today all groups live together in friendly cooperation. Much of the agriculture of the region has been developed by
the ethnic groups that entered after 1897, of whom the Ukrainians were
the most numerous. The year 1897 might therefore form the conclusion
of this account, since it marks the end of New Iceland as a separate
entity. However, since the region did not really enter the modern period
till the coming of the railway in Gimli in 1906, the narrative of the early
history is carried to that point.
B. Postal Service:

The first post office in New Iceland was established at Gimli Dec.
1,1877, and named Gimli. A full account of the history of the post office follows later.
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C. The Gill/Ii Dock:
The attempts of early Gimli businessmen at conducting passenger
and freight service on the lake were all hampered by lack of a landing
dock. Goods were brought off shore on the larger boats, loaded into
smaller boats that took them closer in, and finally carried by men who
waded with them to shore.
Attempts at constructing log piers failed, for the ice repeatedly
demolished them. In 1899 a grant was secured from the Dominion
government for harbor construction, and a permanent dock was built in
1900. It was long surmounted by a picturesque white wooden
lighthouse, a landmark which unfortunately vanished when the dock
was modernized. In 1973 the original top, which had been kept by one
of the last lighthouse keepers, was re-built atop a replica of the
lighthouse, in the fishing village area, as a tourist attraction.

0111' of these rocks was used as the top for the Cairn.

Early scelle of Ihe piolleers' Cairn.
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Arrival p( the first train at Cimli.

D. The Coming of the Railway: End of an Era:
ror several decades the Gimli district strove to have a railway line
constructed northward through New Iceland, at least as far as Gimli.
Although the line had reached Winnipeg Beach, both petitions and
delegations appealing for its extension failed with the provincial
government and with the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Finally Gudni Thorsteinsson called a public meeting on this issue,
which in turn elected a committee to secure the aid of Sigtryggur
Jonasson, who had long fought for the improvement. The latter
persuaded the local member of parliament, Mr. Jackson, to present the
case to the Canadian government. The federal authorities responded by
negotiating with the C.P.R. for the extension of the line as far as Gimli.
When the first passenger train came to Gimli at II a.m. on
November 27, 1906, bearing excursionists from Winnipeg and Selkirk,
a great crowd had assembled to greet its arrival with speeches and
merryma king.
This event really ended the primitive period of colonization, for the
railway almost immediately brought an influx of tourists to Gimli that
converted the village into a summer resort, and ushered in a new period
of development through which the cOlllmunity has in many respects
grown and prospered to the present day. I t is therefore a fitting
i:onelusion to the story of the pioneer period.

21. How the Pioneer Period of New Iceland is Commemorated:
Tributes to the Icelandic pioneers have taken many forms. The main
ones are:
A. Islendingadagurinn (The Day of the Icelanders) or the Icelandic
Festival:
One of the main events of the summer in Gimli is the Icelandic
Celebration or Festival, as it now termed, called Islendingadagurinn,
which commemorates the ties of the Icelandic-Canadians with Iceland.
It is properly held on the Icelandic Independence Day, August 2,
marking the beginning of home rule for Iceland in 1874.
On June 18, 1907, at a meeting in Gimli, it was decided to
commemorate August 2 during that summer. The celebration turned
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Fia//kona opening /s/endingadagurinn.

out so well that it was held annually at Gimli till 1928. It was then
discontinued till in 1932 the Icelandic Celebration Committee of
Winnipeg united with one in Gimli to hold it jointly, on the first
Monday in August, a civic holiday in Winnipeg. Approximately 2,000
attended the early celebrations, with attendance later rising to 4,000
and many more. This festivity, held in Gimli Park, is a great reunion of
people of Icelandic descent frolll near and far.
Presiding over the festivities is the Fjallkona (Maid of the
Mountains) representing Iceland. She is dressed in festive Icelandic
costume, with a gold-banded high white coif and veil, a flowing white
robe and a green velvet mantle. Each detail in her costume is symbolic,
the white coif of the glaciers of Iceland, the green mantle of the
meadows and grassy plains, etc. The honour of this position falls
alternately to Winnipeg and Gimli,* and is awarded to women of
distinction in their community. The Fjallkona is seated on a throne
placed on a dais, behind which great canvases depicting scenes from
Iceland form a backdrop set against dark spruce trees. To either side sit
her two maids of honour robed in white.
Her formal address of welcome is succeeded by a program of
speeches, poems, songs, and greetings from special guests; but the main
charm of the day lies in the reunion of friends from far and near. For
this occasion, speakers, singers, choirs, and bands of exceptional, talent
are secured. The main addresses are in honour of Iceland, Canada and
North American people of Icelandic descent.
Of late years a guest speaker from Iceland has generally been
invited from overseas to address this gathering. In 1964 it was the
Prime Minister of Iceland, Bjarni Benediktsson, in person. As a special
gesture of honour he arrived at Gimli by boat, escorted by a flotilla, and
was welcomed by the mayor and council and a great throng at the pier.
* recently extended to include women rrom other Icelandic communities.
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The 50th, 60th, and 75th anniversaries of Gimli (1925, 1935, ana
1950) were occasions for special celebrations.
New features added to the Islendingadagurinn during the years
include an opening parade of floats and bands; the laying of a wreath in
honour of the pioneers at the memorial cairn; outdoor community
singing in the cool quiet evening in the park, fol1owed by an outdoor
showing of films from Iceland at dusk, and a dance in the park pavilion.
For the younger people various sports are conducted. In the 1970's,
younger men were chosen to serve on the committee, and the program
was extended to three days, including bathtub races and parachute
jumping at the harbour, serving of Icelandic foods, an art show, a music
and poetry program, a drama, ten-mile road race, and other features of
interest to the younger generation and to non-Icelanders.
B. The Pioneer Memorial Cairn:

The Icelandic League honoured the 60th anniversary of the New
Iceland colony in 1935 by erecting a memorial cairn at Gimli, designed
by Dr. Agust Blondal and the artist Fridrik Sveinsson. A daughter of
the early pioneers, Mrs. Lara Sigurdsson, the Fjal1kona of that year,
laid the cornerstone, and the unveiling was done on October 21, 1935 by
another daughter of pioneer parents, Mrs. N. J. Sommervil1e, (formerly
Steinunn Stefansson). A great bOUlder surmounting the cairn was taken
from the shore where the pioneers landed.
On a plaque on the west side of the cairn is the inscription:
"Islendingar namu her land 21. okt. 1875." The plaque on the east side
reads: "I thessu landnami voru fimm bygdir: Vidines, Arnes, Breidavik,
Fljotsbygd, M ikley." Freely translated, this means: "In this colony
there are five communities: Wil10w Point; Arnes; Broad Bay (Hnausa);
Icelandic River; Big Island (Hecla Island)."
The Fjallkona lays a wreath each year at the cairn, in honour of the
pIoneers.

c.

0 ff/cial and State Visits:
Since the visit of Lord Dufferin, governor-general of Canada, in
1877, Gimli has had numerous official and state visits from distinguished persons, all paying tribute to the Gimli pioneers. These have
included three governors-general, Lord Tweedsmuir, a Scot of Norse
origin, as he pointed out in his address here; the Earl of Athlone and
Princess Alice; and Vincent Massey. Other visitors included Prime
Minister Louis St. Laurent; the President of Iceland, Asgeir
Asgeirsson, and Icelandic Prime Minister Bjarni Benediktsson.

D. The Contribution of New Iceland to Canada:
What have the Icelandic settlers and their descendants given to
Canada? Have they fulfilled Lord Dufferin's pledge on their behalf?
They have helped to develop New Iceland and some adjacent
regions, as well as the daughter colony of Argyle in southwestern
Manitoba. They have developed towns and vil1ages in these districts;
and have developed the inland fishing industry of Manitoba.
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To the human resources of Manitoba, and of Canada, they have
contributed many loyal citizens, most of them peacefully pursuing the
essential tasks of everyday life, with a relatively large number in various
professions: teaching, nursing, pharmacy, medicine, architecture,
theology, agricultural science, etc. They brought with them strong
traditions of democratic government, parliamentary processes, rule of
law, and a great heritage of literary culture.
Several men and women with special gifts have come from New
Iceland. Some have been members of the Manitoba legislature, or
members of Parliament federally; some have been provincial cabinet
ministers; one a federal minister, and one a senator.
Among writers, we might mention Steinunn Sommerville, who was
a Free Press reporter and a free-lance writer of magazine articles;
Violet Ingaldson, (lngjaldsson), formerly of Arborg, author of "Cold
Adventure" and other books, and granddaughter of an eminent Gimli
pioneer, Petur Palsson; the noted poet Guttormur Guttormsson of
Riverton; Mrs. Kristine Benson Kristofferson of Gimli, author of
Tanya; and W. D. Valgardson of Gimli, writer of short stories and
poetry. This is but a partial list.
Gimli was once the home of an eminent Rhodes scholar and
professor of classics, Dr. Skuli Johnson. On the lakefront stands the
parental home of Joseph Thorson, an eminent jurist, once Minister of
\Var Services for Canada, later President of the Court of Exchequer,
and President of the Canadian Council of Citizenship. It was he who in
1939 in Parliament was the first to speak for the right of Canada to
decide for herself whether she should enter World War II, rather than
follow Britain automatically.
Special mention goes to the Arctic explorer, Vilhjalmur
Stefansson, who though later in life a citizen of the U.S.A., was born at
the northern edge of the present Gimli municipality, near Arnes, on the
farmstead of Hulduarhvammur (the Vale of the Hidden River). His
father, Johann Stefansson, was at one time reeve of the Arnes
community and its representative in the central council of the New
Iceland government. Vilhjalmur Stefansson, an author, speaker,
ethnologist, and explorer, spent ten winters and 13 summers in the
Arctic and explored vast hitherto unknown regions in the north of
Canada and Alaska. Through explorations, books and lectures he
devoted his entire life to proving that the Arctic is a valuable and
habitable region.
Among the present generation, an example will show contributions
being made. In one family, that of Mr. and Mrs. Hannes Kristjanson,
of Gimli, all six sons entered the field of agricultural science, attaining
important and vital positions in Canada. Their story will be told in later
chapters of this history.
These are but a few of the many who have helped fulfil Lord
Dufferin's pledge.
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THE HISTORY OF THE GIMLI POST OFFICE
Mainly translated from Icelandic source material, by Miss
Sigurbjorg Stefansson.)
I. General Outline:

"Saga Islendinga i Vesturheimi" (The History of the Icelanders in
America) by Thorsteinn Th. Thorsteinsson, gives an account of the
origins and early days of the Gimli post office, supplied by the third
postmaster. Gudni Thorsteinsson. In the earlier section of this history,
he is quoted on this subject, '~The first post office in New Iceland was
established at Gimli December I. 1877, and named Gimli. Fridjon
Fridriksson was appointed postmaster and held this office till he moved
to the Icelandic River. 1881."
The Gimli post office was re-established, through the efforts of
Mr. Fridriksson. on May I. 1886, and Petur Palsson became the
postmaster. a position he held until he moved to Argyle, May I. 1891.
CJudni Thorsteinsson succeeded him, being appointed postmaster
September I. 1891. holding that position until his death, June 3,1948.
A postal money order division was begun in 1905. Until the
railway extended to Riverton. all mail for points north of Gimli was
received here. several tons a month.
Gudni Thorsteinsson was assisted by his wife, Kristin and their
three daughters. Ethel (Mrs. Gordon Young, Victoria, B.C.), Violet
(Mrs. A. V. Olson of Lundar, Man.) and Sylvia (Mrs. O. N. Kardal),
though until the postal service came under civil service in the 1940's,
there was no financial provision for assistants.
1'1 rs. Kardal was appointed postmistress following her father's
death, retaining that position until the Kardal family moved to the
United States in 1952. She and her mother conducted all the arduous
business of the post office, assisted in summer by her sister, 1'1 rs. Ethel
Young.
1'1 rs. Thorsteinsson, who had been senior assistant since 1933,
became acting postmistress for a brief period. She continued as senior
assistant until she retired on September 12. 1956.
On September 7. 1952. Laurence R. Sveinsson was appointed
postmaster. a position he still holds in 1974. In addition to the
constantly increasing work of the Gimli post office, he was in January
of 1954 appointed supervisory postmaster. responsible for the financial
and operational inspections covering post offices 12 miles north, 25
miles \\est. and 10 miles south of Gimli. Excepting occasional extra
hel p. as at Ch ristmas. his assistants have been: 1'1 rs. Kristin
Thorsteinsson; Mrs. Donna Nygaard. 1951-1953; Mrs. Kristin Collins,
1952-1953; I nga Stevens (1'1 rs. Peter), 1954-1968; T. C. Stevens, 19561957: 1'1 rs. Lilja Melsted, 1957-1959; 1'1 rs. Margaret Sigurdson, 19591%1: Mrs. C. C. Magnusson, 1962-1963, and re-appointed 1967 and
still serving in 1974: Mrs. M. A. Thordarson, 1963 to present; Mrs. A.
Zwolak. 1967. to present; Mrs. J. Sorokowski, 1968 to present.
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II. Post Office Premises:
Since the Crown did not supply premises for post offices in early
days, the first ones were provided by the postmaster, in their homes or
places of business. The com bined home and store of Fridjon
Fridriksson was presumably the first Gimli post office. It was either the
second or third building constructed there, Oct.-Nov. 1875. The exact
location is in doubt, but all the early homes were near the lakefront.
The second postmaster, Petur Palsson, occupied the same building
till it burned down in 1888, at which time he moved to a location on
First ;\ venue south of Centre Street.
The third postmaster, Gudni Thorsteinsson, had his post office in
his home in the northwest part of Gimli, till he constructed a combined
home and post office at 74 First Avenue, which at first was just a post
office, but later became the family home.

GlIdlli Thorsteillssoll ill the Post Office.

G illl Ii Post Office Oil Maill Street. (11011' First A veil lie. ! Adjoillillg right; Gudlli
ThIJrsfeillssoll"s hOllle. Bamer's restaurallt. Barber shop alld Pool RoolII. M ell alld horses
gme/illg Maill Street.
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Orm1ed 1939.

Present Post Office.

By this timc thcre was a need for a new post office building. Gudni
Thorsteinsson is quoted by Thorsteinn Th. Thorsteinsson: "For many
years it was the desire of the residents of Gimli that the government of
Canada should construct a post office building there."
This matter was so far advanced by 1935 that J. H. Stitt, M.P.,
had secured the consent of Parliament, to the grant. Plans of the
building were made and tenders invited. But then came a sudden
election and the Conservatives lost power. J. T. Thorson was elected,
and he secured a grant for the building in 1938. It was completed that
fall. but not opened for public use till April 22, 1939. It is a handsome
building and truly an ornament to the town. It is situated on Centre
Street, opposite the large Lakeside and Tergesen Stores. This was a
brick building at the northeast corner of Centre Street and First Avenue
facing the avenue. It stands today as the Gimli Tourist Information
Office.
As the population increased, this building proved inadequate, and
a new post office building was erected at the northeast corner of Centre
Street and Fifth Avenue facing Centre Street. This handsome structure
of Tyndall stone, fully modern and air-conditioned, is owned by a
private firm, Leon A. Brown Ltd. of Winnipeg, and leased by the
Crown. The post office moved into it on October 14, 1969. It has
approximately three times the floor space of the previous building,
some 3,000 square feet, and it is expected to provide adequately for any
anticipated expansion of services for the next ten years.
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III. The Life of a Mail Carrier in Early Days:
Thorleifur Joakimsson (Jackson) quotes directly the words of
Hafdan Sigmundsson, an early mail carrier. in his book "Brot af
landnamssogu Nyja Islands" (A Fragment of the Colonial History of
New Iceland), published in 1919.
Hafdan Sigmundsson, who was born June 20, 1849, in Iceland,
migrated to Canada in 1876, farming first near Sandy Bar, and later
near the Icelandic River. When the post office moved from Gimli to
Icelandic River he was engaged to carry mail to the south of the colony.
A t the time of the incident he relates here, he must have been 33 years
of age.
"It was in October 1882 that at the request of Fridjon Fridriksson,
I undertook to look after the transportation of mail from the Icelandic
River to Clandeboye. I was to receive 35 dollars for the four winter
months. eight dollars for each trip, but 12 dollars for each fall or spring
trip. I felt then that this was a large sum of money, although to earn it I
had to run 120 miles to make the round trip. But at that time I found
walking easy.
"The community was sparsely settled and the main road generally
impassable in winter. So I had to go from Sandy Bar along the lake to
Gimli. often facing a strong wind, snow, and biting frost. I had to go
two trips a month, and the trip usually took three or four days.
Occasionally I made it in two days in March and April, if the weather
was good and the road firm. I was seldom tired, for I found running
easy, though conditions were often difficult for me.
There were four homes along the way that supplied food and
lodging for the night, and they were always ready to receive me, and
treat me as if I were in the home of my own parents. The first was
Stefan Sigurdsson's house on Drunken Point; the next that of the
brothers Johannes and Gudlaugur Magnusson at Dagverdarnes in the
Arnes community. The others were the homes of Petur Palsson at
Gimli and Benedikt Arason in Kjalvik. These noble, charitable homes
did everything for me that they possibly could without any recompense
from me, but I know that God will reward every man who does kind
deeds, at the time that He chooses.
"It was in January of 1883 that I left the Icelandic River with the
mail at dawn, going towards Sandy Bar. At that time there was a storm
from the south with snow and extreme frost. I went along the lake,
intending to head south toward the Drunken River, and succeeded in
doing so. Yet I never saw land till I had come close to the north side of
the point. Then I went along the shore till I reached the home of my
friend Stefan Sigurdsson, where I had food and coffee. At one o'clock I
was ready to set out again on the lake. Stefan then told me that it was
sheer madness for me to proceed along the lake in such wicked weather.
I said that this was probably true, but that it was my belief that God
\l"ould give me strength to overcome all my difficulties, and that this
lIas not much more difficult for me than it was for my beloved wife at
home to takc care of the cattle and keep the house warm and look after
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the children. Then I took leave of him, saying that I hoped to see him
again on the return trip.
"So I went on my way, not expecting to come to any dwelling till at
Gimli. The weather was the same as when I had left Sandy Bar. I often
had to turn my back to the storm to thaw the ice from my eyes and
mouth with my bare hands. Off and on I glimpsed the shore while there
was still daylight, and by dark I must have been east of Birch Point,
north of Gimli. By then I was so exhausted and my clothes were so
i'rozen that I found it difficult to walk, for I had perspired freely while I
was still untired. Now I fully realized that it was doubtful that I would
come out of it alive. Darkness had come, with blinding snow. Then I
turned toward shore in the hope that the direction of the wind was still
the same as it had been during the day, and I thought then that I was
east of Gimli. "When I had walked approximately 15 minutes, I sank
down exhausted and felt that it was impossible to rise again. I recited a
prayer that my dear mother had taught me as a little boy. I lay there for
awhile and felt as if I had fallen asleep. Then I felt that I heard someone
call to me, "See the lightl" Whether I dreamed that someone called to
me, I do not know, but it is certain that this voice, whether it came to
me awake or asleep, saved my life. I rose and felt rested. The snowfall
did not seem as heavy, and I glimpsed woods. Now I beat my trousers
at the knees with clenched fists to make walking easier. I had not begun
to shiver, but felt extremely cold.
"When I had walked on for a little while, I saw directly ahead of
me a flash of light resembling the light of a lantern. Now I walked on
with all the speed I could muster, till with God's help I reached the
home of my friend Petur Palsson. Then I beat upon the storm door,
whereupon the master of the house came out and bade me welcome, and
told me to hurry in out of this foul weather. I did so, and asked for
water to drink, which I received, but was cautioned to drink it
moderately. After slaking my thirst, I felt refreshed. Then Petur's wife
came and helped me to take off my frozen outer garments. When they
drew the watch from my pocket, they felt that it was more like a lump
of ice than a watch. I was dressed in dry clothing and put into bed with
warm covers, and this excellent couple did everything in their power to
nurse me. I fell asleep, after reciting the evening prayers that I had
learned in childhood. The next day on waking I felt remarkably well. I
reached Clandeboye that day, and the next day on the return trip the
home of my friend Benedikt Arason in Kjalvik, and then arrived home
the day after that.
"The recollection of the joy that I felt when from out on Lake
Winnipeg I saw on shore the light that guided me to human habitation
is always precious to me. Yet it is still dearer to me to recall how well
my wife received me when I came home. During our time together the
light of her love has lit the way for my soul and will do so to the end of
life. "
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IV. Biographical Sketches of Gimli Postmasters and Postmistresses:
A. Fridjon Fridriksson: (Sources: "Saga Islendinga i
Vesturheimi", and "Almanak 1908", published by Olafur S.
Thorgeirsson)
Fridj on Frid riksson was born August 21, 1R49, at H oIl,
Melrakkasletta, Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland, of a sturdy, energetic farm
family. As a young man he became engaged in trading, teaching, and
acting as secretary to two district sheriffs in Iceland.
In 1873, when newly married, he left with the first large group of
Icelandic emigrants to North America, some 165 people leaving August
5 on "The Queen", which was also a cattle ship. "The Manitoban"
conveyed them from Scotland to Quebec, where they arrived Aug. 2025. Fridjon passed through Toronto to Muskoka, thence to Parry
Sound, and soon after to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he became an
interpreter for a doctor. He knew some Eriglish when he left Iceland
and soon became nuent in it, and he also spoke Danish. He did outdoor
work for the doctor and kept his accounts, also. By spring he had
secured work in a store at $7 a week, then considered good wages. In
August he went to Toronto to work in a shoe factory, but moved in
January, 1875, to Kinmount, Ontario, to take over Sigtryggur
Jonasson's store. He and his family accompanied the first group of
settlers who came to Gimli in October, 1875. He assisted the
government commissioner, John Taylor, in keeping the accounts of the
government loan.
I n the spring of 1876 Fridjon set up a trading business of his own.
H is combined house and store was erected immediately after the
government warehouse which was the first building in Gimli.
Although he had only 50 dollars in savings, he had gained enough
credit to lay in a stock worth some $2,000 to $3,000. In order to make
payments he orten had to make the 60-mile journey to Winnipeg on
foot.
He bought two scows (natboats) in Winnipeg, tore one apart and
used the timber to reinforce the other, then sailed with all his
merchandise to Gimli. Later he had a York boat constructed for his
trading goods.
When the Dominion government sent surveyors in the fall of 1876
to survey and measure colony lands, and build roads, Fridriksson was
appointed accountant and paymaster, paying the men half in money
and half in goods from his store. Despite the extra cost of
transportation, he maintained the same prices as in Selkirk, so his
business prospered.
The quarantine imposed during the smallpox epidemic was left on
so long that the settlers were faced with the prospect of starvation
becausc they could not get supplies for their gardens and crops. When
John Taylor went with the Steamer "Mary Ellen" to buy seed potatoes
and vegetable seeds, he was told the quarantine had been re-applied,
and he was turned back. In desperation he went. to ask helo from
Fridjon Fridriksson.
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Fridjon replied that at all costs, even if by trickery, a means had to
be found to pass by the quarantine patrols at Netley, for it was every
man's duty to save his own life. He had previously passed through the
quarantine during an emergency, had had his clothes completely
disinfected, and had not since come into any contact with the disease.
Now he set out on foot; depending on the news of the reimposition of
the quarantine not yet having reached the land patrol, which proved to
be the case. At Netley he found only two Indian women who refused to
convey him across the creek, till he threatened them with an invasion of
the colonists. He summoned them in the name of the great Queen to
ferry him across, which they did. In Winnipeg he bought some 300
bushels of seed potatoes, quantities of vegetable seeds, and a scow
which he named the "Metis". When they reached the quarantine line at
dusk, the river patrol was so wrapped in smoke to ward off mosquitoes
that they did not recognize him, and he was allowed to pass.
Meantime Taylor and the Icelanders were anxiously waiting, for a
policeman had been sent to arrest the man who, it was now rumored,
had broken the quarantine. However, Fridjon and the officer by-passed
each other on the way, and Fridjon was met with a great reception.
Thereafter it was generally rumored outside the colony that there were
two Fridjon Fridrikssons, one a reputable businessman, and the other a
disreputable vagabond!
When the government of New Iceland was formed, Fridjon
Fridriksson was elected vice-president of the colony, and later,
president. He was also secretary of the meeting that framed the
constitution of New Iceland. Besides, he was a member of the executive
committee that founded the colony newspaper Framfari, and assisted
with the school established at Gimli by the wife of Rev. Jon Bjarnason,
Fru Lara Bjarnason. He was interpreter for Lord Dufferin on his visit
to Gimli.
He was appointed first postmaster of the Gimli post office, the first
official post office established by the Canadian government in New
Iceland, Dec. I, 1877. He continued his business operations as well, and
in 1879, in partnership with his brother and Sigtryggur Junasson, he
purchased the steamer "Victoria", and set up a sawmill to produce
lumber.
During the great exodus from the colony, when only 16 farmers
remained in the Willow Point community, Fridjon moved in the spring
of 1881 to the Icelandic River, to Sigtryggur Jonasson's former home,
Modruvellir, where he resided till the fall of 1884. Apparently he
continued the post office there under the name of Gimli, which in 1886
was changed to Icelandic River. He was influential that same year in
having the post office at Gimli restored.
He left the Icelandic River in 1884, spending two years in
Winnipeg and Selkirk. From 1886 to 1906, he lived in Glenboro, north
of A rgyle, where he maintained a successful general store business as
well as several farms. In 1906 he retired to Winnipeg.
Fridjon was a member of the Glenboro school board for 17 years.
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His wife, Gudny Sesselja Sigurdardottir, and he were married the
day before leaving Iceland. Two of their sons died in childhood; the
other two, Kari and Haraldur, were 19 and 15 years of age as of 1908.
Their only daughter, Aurora, married Thomas H. Johnson, who was an
attorney-general of Manitoba.
The Fridrikssons maintained a charming, hospitable home. He is
described as a peaceable, considerate, fairminded man, characterized
by gentle good humor. He was fond of reading, as far as his busy life
permitted, and maintained well his Icelandic heritage, but became an
excellent citizen of Canada.
B. Petllr Palsson: (Sources: "Saga Islendinga i Vesturheimi", and
"Brot af landnamssogu" by Thorleifur Joakimsson.)
Petur Palsson was appointed postmaster at Gimli May I, 1886,
and held this position till May I, 1891, when he moved to Argyle, Man.
He was born August 29, 1844, the son of Pall Guttormsson of
Arnastadur, Lodmundarfjordur, Iceland. In 1876 he emigrated to
Canada with his first wife, Gudrun Jonsdottir, to farm at Jadar near
Sandvik (Sandy Bar). The oldest of their four children, Kristjan (Mr. C.
P. Paulson) later became mayor ofGimli, and Mr. Paulson's daughter,
Mrs. Violet I ngaldson, is the author of "Cold Adventure", a novel
describing fishing on Lake Winnipeg.
Petur Palsson's wife died in 1878. In 1882 he married his second
wife, Gudlaug Magnusdottir. In the same year he moved to Gimli and
purchased the residence of Fridjon Fridriksson, which was burned to
ashes in 1888.
An incident long remembered by the Palsson family was the visit
of Louis Riel, who came to their house with a group of his followers.
The Metis leader, with his dark, f1<;lshing eyes, made a lasting
impression. This was told to her grandson by Petur and Gudlaug
Palsson's daughter Petrun, (Mrs. Lorenzo Arnold, whose daughter
Lillian, Mrs. H. E. Beddome, was a longtime resident of Gimli).
At Gimli Petur Palsson became a merchant and postmaster, and also
worked hard at various community improvements, being one of the
most energetic and progressive men in New Iceland. Together with
Gudni Thorsteinsson he established a school at Gimli to teach English
in the winter of 1885-86; while Gudni gave the instruction, Petur
supplied the accommodation for a class of some 20 students in his
home. When the Manitoba public school system was introduced in
1888-89, he became a member of the first school board of the Gimli
school district in the Yidines (Willow Point) community.
When his home burned in 1888, he purchased the home of the
Hannesson brothers and set up a restaurant there. Besides, he
transported people and goods between Selkirk and Gimli on his boat.
He was an excellent sailor, having for many years been a deep sea
fisherman and then a captain on decked shark-fishing vessels off the
north of Iceland.
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In 1891 he moved to Argyle and bought a farm there, but later
took a homestead in the Holar district in a beautiful valley by the
Assiniboine River, where he farmed till 1909. He spent his last years in
retirement, with his children, and then at the Betel Home in Gimli. He
died Dec. 2, 1924. He is described as having been a staunch and
energetic man, intelligent, and a good public speaker.

Cudlli Thorsleill.l'son -

Early Posl-

I1laS!(!r.

C. Cudl1i Thors{eil1ssol1:

Gudni Thorsteinsson was born Nov. 25, 1854, son of Thorsteinn
Felixson, a farmer at Haugi in Floa, Iceland, and his wife Helga
Jonsdottir. In 1885 he emigrated to Canada and came to Gimli, where
he lived till his death, June 3, 1948.
Gudni Thorsteinsson was described by a contemporary New
Iceland colonist as "certainly the most learned layman who had come
there to that time." He was to a great extent self-educated, by nature
intellectual and a scholar. In Iceland he had taught school and acted as
interpreter to tourists, being well versed in English. He read widely and
amassed a large private library in both Icelandic and English, including
a remarkable collection of books on occult subjects.
He soon became a leader in political and cultural affairs in the
colony. With Jonas Stefansson he founded the first Icelandic
community library at Gimli in 1887, the "Aurora", for which they
supplied the foundation book stock. He taught school at Gimli and
Kjarna in 1885 and 1886, with the support of Petur Palsson and
Kristjan Jonsson Kernested. Pupils paid 50¢ a month to attend. Shortly
after, in 1889, the first Manitoba provincial public school opened at
Gimli.
New Iceland at first maintained its own government, though joined
to Manitoba in 1881. Gudni Thorsteinsson and Sigtryggur Jonasson
("father of New Iceland") realizing the value of full incorporation with
the province, persuaded the colonists to accept and seek the municipal
form of government. Accordingly all of New Iceland was converted
into the municipality of Gimli in 1887. Gudni Thorsteinsson was the
first secretary-treasurer of this large area, a position he held for 12
years.
Ciudni had learned homeopathy in Iceland. For 14 years, prior to
the coming of fully trained physicians, he served as the only doctor as
\\ell as the health inspector in the south part of the colony, till 1899.
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In 1905 the Canadian Pacific Railway was contemplating running
a rail line six miles west ofGimli. Viewing this move as a death blow to
Ciimli and other beach communities, Gudni Thorsteinsson convened a
public meeting to press for securing a rail line to Gimli. A committee
was formed to seek the support of Sigtryggur Jonasson, who in turn
secured the support of the federal government. In return for some
concessions, the Canadian Pacific Railway acceded to the request.
Amid much celebration the first train loaded with tourists from
Winnipeg and Selkirk arrived in Gimli at II a.m. on Nov. 27, 1906.
Gudni Thorsteinsson, after being assistant to Petur Palsson, was
a ppointed postmaster Sept. I, 1891. It was a very responsible position,
handling all mail for the north, amounting to several tons a month. In
1935 he was awarded a silver medal for long and faithful service. He
continued in office till his death June 3, 1948, over 56 years, having then
reached the age of 93.
Bruce Hutchinson, who interviewed Mr. Thorsteinsson for his
hook, "The Unknown Country", referred to him as "the patriarch of
CJimli", and quoted his questioning of the wording of the census:
"Gudni Thorsteinsson wanted to be a Canadian on the record, as he
was by right of settlement, of toil, and of loyalty."
D. Mrs. O. N. Kardal (Sylvia Thorsteinsson): Main source: "VesturIslenzk ar Aevisk rar" ("American-I celandic Biographical Studies" by
Rev. Benjamin Kristjansson, Vol. I.)
Mrs. Sylvia Kardal followed her father in becoming postmistress.
She was born August I, 1910. She graduated from Gimli High School
in 1929, and from the Manitoba Normal School in 1931, after which
she taught grades V and VI in the Gimli School until 1938. She was a
conscientious teacher, personally interested in her pupils and concerned
with their character development no less than with academic studies.
Her main interest and outstanding talent was in music. She became a
pianist and entered the Toronto Conservatory of Music, where she
attained the degree of A.T.C.M. in Feb. 1938, after only six months of
study.
On May 5, 1940, she married Olafur N. Kardal, a talented singer.
They had one daughter, May, who also became a teacher, and is now
Mrs. Tony Peiluck, and teaching in the Evergreen School Division.
Mrs. Kardal gave up her position as postmistress in 1952, when the
family moved to St. Paul, Minnesota.
Mrs. Kardal was her husband's accompanist, and taught piano.
She taught Sunday School, taught, directed, and accompanied school
classes in singing and also an Icelandic children's choir, was a member
of the Gimli Chapter of the Icelandic National League, the Selkirk
Chapter No. 35 of the Order of Eastern Star, the Gimli Women's
Institute, and the O.E.S. Scottish Rite Women's Club in St. Paul. She
died June, 1961, in St. Paul. Those who knew her remember her as a
person of outstanding character, sincere friendliness, and a warm
outgoing personality.
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Mrs. Kristin Thorstcinsson:

Mrs. Kristin Thorsteinsson, born in I celand Sept. 13, 1885, came
with her parents to New Iceland in 1887, living at Riverton, Geysir,
Arnes. and finally at Gimli as the wife ofGudni Thorsteinsson. She was
assistant postmaster from 1933 to 1956.
In 1915 she studied suggestive therapeutics at the Weltmer Institute
in Nevada. Missouri, after which she gave treatments to those seeking
her help. until her postal duties became too arduous to permit it. She
placed third and second respectively in nationwide tests conducted by
the Canadian Postal Service Association.
From 1949 to 1961 she was commissioner of oaths, and for a brief
time in 1952 acting postmaster.
In later years her qualities of leadership became apparent. She was
active in the Gimli Lutheran Church, and for some years a deaconess.
In 1950 she joined the G im Ii Women's I nstitute, to which she
contributed generously, as well as taking part in the program, by giving
hook reviews, and being auditor of accounts, and tabulator of cancer
fund proceeds. She was reporter of Gimli news to the Icelandic paper,
Logberg-Heimskringla. She devoted herself to the maintenance of
Icelandic culture with every resource at her command. She was one of
the founders and for several years president of the Gimli Chapter of the
Icelandic National League, a member and office-holder in the Gimli
Icelandic Library, and a supporter of the Chair of Icelandic Language
and Literature at the University of Manitoba, for which she organized
cxtension courses at Gimli. She organized the acting of Icelandic plays,
classes in Icelandic for children, and an Icelandic Children'S choir. In
1957 on a visit to Iceland she arranged for a two-volume publication of
the poems of a noted writer, Thorsteinn Th. Thorsteinsson.
In 1961 she was made an honorary life member of the Icelandi6National League. She died on April 13, 1965, after a long illness. Mrs.
Thorsteinsson was a woman of high intelligence, unswerving purpose,
and qualities of leadership that brought her prominence at an age when
most people seek retirement.

I . I_aI/renee Ross .)·l'einsson:

L. R. Sveinsson. present postmaster at Gimli, was born Nov. 17,
1921. in Winnipeg. He is the son ofValdimar and Ingibjorg Sveinsson,
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who farmed in the Argyle district five miles from Glenboro, Man.
Valdimar Sveinsson was the son of Arni Sveinsson, a noted pioneer at
Argyle. Ingibjorg Sveinsson, a teacher by profession and later for many
years assistant matron of the Betel Home at Gimli, was born at
Tungukot in Blondudal, Hunavatnssysla, Iceland, and came to Canada
in 1900 at the age of nine.
Laurence attended school in Argyle, at Arnes, and Gimli till Grade
X I, when he took a course at the Angus Business College in Winnipeg.
In 1940 he enlisted in the army, serving with the 3rd Division 8th
Canadi~ln Infantry Brigade Workshop throughout England and
Europe, including France, Belgium, Holland, and Germany, to the end
of 1945.
In January, 1946, he was employed with the meteorological
division of the Department of Transport, in charge of a weather
observation station at Gimli, and for a brief period in 1952 in the
telecommunications branch at Stevenson Airport in Winnipeg.
On Scpt. 7, 1952, he was appointed postmaster at Gimli. In
January, 1954, he was appointed supervisory postmaster, responsible
for financial and operational inspections of post offices 12 miles north,
25 miles west, and ten miles south of Gimli.
On June 28, 1947, he married Doris Edna Sedo of Dugald, Man.
They have four children, Laurence David, Ingrid Gail, and twin
daughters Heather Dawn and Darlene Lori. David and Ingrid are now
married.
Laurence Sveinsson has taken an active part in the community. He
served for a number of years as treasurer of the Gimli Unitarian
Chur.ch and Parish Hall. Since 1957 he has been a member of the Gimli
Old-Timers' Association. He is a charter member of the Gimli Branch
No. 182 of the Royal Canadian Legion, founded in 1946, and has served
as treasurer, secretary, and president. He has been a member of the
Ciimli Town Council since 1970, and for the past two years has been l
deputy mayor. He served as vice-chairman of the Evergreen Library
hoard for two years.

FIRST PERSON MEMORIES OF NEW ICELAND PIONEERS
Translated by Miss S. Stefansson
Much of the history contained in this book has come from diaries
and records kept by the first settlers, even when they were living in the
utmost hardship and poverty. One such man was Magnus Stefansson,
who came to New Iceland in 1875, after spending a winter at a lumber
camp in Muskoka, as a cook, and a year and a half in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. In his diary he related the story of a trip by dog-sleigh with
John Ramsay and Dr. Baldwin, during the smallpox epidemic, in which
they found an entire Indian village dead. He also was the source of the
story of the first winter fishing expedition to Big Grindstone Point, in
which three men caught 600 fish.
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Recollections of Fridrik Sveinsson.
Fridrik Sveinsson was the adopted son of Olafur Olafsson from
Espiholl (Aspen Hill), his cousin, who came with Olafur and his wife
Olofwith the first group in 1875, after having lived in the United States
since 1873. Fridrik writes of their first acquaintance with the Redskins,
the common term for the Indians in that day. He states,
"When the first Icelandic colonists settled on the shore of Lake
Winnipeg where the town of Gimli now stands, they saw little of the Indians. They had their habitation farther north along the lake, where
.hunting was varied. Besides, the Dominion government had allotted a
certain tract of land along the west shore to Icelandic settlers only, and
had doubtless so informed the Indians."
He goes on to relate the story told earlier in our book, of the controversy about the boundary of New Iceland at the Icelandic River, and
its settlement amicably with John Ramsay, once the boundary line was
established.
The Indians allowed the Icelanders to take up their farms, and the
Icelanders let the Indians pitch their tents beside them, and cultivate
their potato patches, and from that time on they lived in peace and harmony.
Fridrik describes John Ramsay as "a very handsome and able man
who kept a well-provided and generous household according to Indian
fashion. He was an excellent marksman and hunter, honest, prompt in
returning things, hospitable and helpful, and proved to be the best of
neighbours. Though he appeared to be of pure Indian blood, he was
very fair of skin, erect, slim and shapely of build, remarkably swift and
lively in his motions. His wife was exceptionally beautiful, and their
children, too, and the cleanliness of this family was admirable. The
writer occasionally enjoyed the hospitality of Ramsay in his tent; a
snowy white cloth was spread on the ground, and the dishes, cups and
saucers, knives and forks, which they always used, exceptionally clean,
and the cooking excellent."
He says, "Of the other Indians there in the north I remember John
Mooney; he was a man of large build, very dark-skinned and rather
slovenly. He had a son who was a playmate of the Icelandic boys; he
was very handsome and friendly and called us Icelanders "nitchie" i.e. "brother".
"I also remember a short, rather unattractive man named
Missabe, who was said to be the chief of the Indians, tho).lgh he
appeared rather insignificant. He was curt in manner and seemed to
have an unfriendly feeling for the Icelandic settlers."
Fridrik describes an Indian funeral:
"In the summer of 1876 a group of Indians came on birchbark
canoes up the river and had with them the body of a dead brother. The
body was placed on the riverbank, probably not far from where
Unaland (a farmstead) now is. It cannot be called a burial, for no grave
was dug. The body was wrapped in cloth and bark and placed above
ground. Stakes were placed in the earth around it, and rather high poles
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at the head and feet. On the poles were carved pictures of animals,
which were probably the family symbols of the dead man (totem). Pictures of fish were also carved there. On one of the poles was tied a
tobacco pouch together with a pipe and a bag of tea, probably to refresh
the soul of the dead on its way to the Happy Hunting Grounds where
the souls of the Redskins gather.
We boys thought this funeral custom rather peculiar.
The Indians that inhabited the North-West are Ojibways. In this
region they were called Crees or Swampies."

Olafur Olafsson From Espiholl.
Olafur Olafsson from Espiholl, stepfather of Fridrik Sveinsson,
was an outstanding example of the pioneer of Viking spirit, who not
content with one adventure, tried new places over and over throughout
his lifetime. He was an influential member of the first group of
Icelanders to come to North America in 1873. In 1874 he was one of a
three-man delegation who went to Alaska to explore the possibility of
establishing an Icelandic settlement there. That possibility· having
failed, he was one of the Milwaukee group who joined the Kinmount
group to come to New Iceland in 1875, and during the voyage he
suggested the name Gimli for the new settlement. This name was confirmed in December, 1875 when John Taylor told Fridjon Fridriksson
and Jon Jonsson that the settlement must have a name to put on correspondence. They conferred with Olafur Olafsson and he repeated,
"Call the town Gimli."
He was one of the first three settlers in the Icelandic River settlement. He avoided public office, yet was appointed justice of the peace
for New Iceland, elected a district councillor, and in 1879 governor of
New Iceland, a post he did not fill bec;ause he decided to move once
more, this time to homestead in the Gardar district of North Dakota,
where he remarried, his first wife having died in New Iceland, in 1876.
After eight years of farming, he became postmaster at Gardar for a
year, after which he joined a group of Icelanders to form the first
Icelandic settlement in Alberta, on the present site of Markerville.
From there he moved to Burnt Lake, then to Calgary, then to Vernon,
B.C. for three years, after which he retired to Winnipeg, where he died
at 85 on Jan. 30, 1919. Of this active man, his adopted son Fridrik
Sveinsson writes:
"Wherever Olafur has lived, he has enjoyed the greatest popularity, even among those who have held opposite views from his; he may be
said to have been a favourite of all with whom he has associated. Many
remember him as a very entertaining host, full of gaiety and good
humour. Few subjects came up with which he was not familiar. His love
of reading is unquenchable."
"Olafur was a handsome man, with a clear expression and intelligent eyes which sometimes flashed when he talked of subjects close
to his heart. Then his smiling, tender and lively expression seemed to
reveal every flicker of emotion stirring in his sou!."
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Sigurdur Erlendsson Writes of the Emigrations.
Sigurdur ErIendsson, a Mikley (Hecla Island) pioneer of 1876, has
left for posterity a concise and exact account of the emigration from
Iceland, from which we shall quote portions. He wrote it when he was
about 80, and it was found among his papers after his death, and edited
by Rognvaldur Petursson and published in the Thorgeirsson Almanak
1919. Sigurdur Erlendsson sold his property of Klombrur in the
Thingey county in 1876 and sailed for Canada with his wife and five
children. Some of his neighbours called him a traitor to leave, while
another wished him well. The ticket for his daughter Sigrun was lost
and she had to be left behind until his friends collected enough of the
debts owing to him to pay for her passage.
When finally the family reached Sarnia, Ontario, and boarded a
stern-wheeler for Duluth, Sigurdur writes of the trip:
"This was not a good place. I had a place up on deck for my wife
and children. In the night when it was stormy and the lake was turbulent, I had to move my wife and children so that water-barrels could
be rolled across the deck to reduce the slant."
He writes of the trip by flatboat up the Red River and Lake Winnipeg, striking bottom at times, and the men having to attach a towline.
"The next two days there was a furious gale from the north. On the
first morning that the weather was fit it was planned to go to Gimli.
Then most fathers of families received two-oared boats which our countrymen called tubs, with a board nailed across each end. Probably they
floated with 1400 pounds in calm weather. At the river-mouth I received one of these conveyances and loaded it with a small chest, bedding, my wife and four children: Stefan, 12 years, Johannes, 8 years,
Kristjana, 5, and Sigfus, 11/2. J akobina, aged 16 went to work for a
farmer three miles from Winnipeg.
(Translator's note: These children all became well known. Stefan
and Johannes Sigurdsson were among the most noted men in New
Iceland and active in community life. Kristjana became the first woman
school board member in Gimli.)
Upon arrival at Gimli, the family rested for a few days, after which
Sigurdur, and Bjorn Jonsson, returned to the river mouth for goods
they had left there. At Gimli Sigurdur talked with Helgi Tomasson, and
they agreed to go to Mikley (Hecla Island). They loaded up their goods
and the next day drifted to shore at Breiduvik before a south wind.
Though the boat filled with water, his wife and children landed unhurt.
The next day they set out for Mikley, and managed to land despite
a stiff north wind which had gotten up. They went ashore near the middle of the island, where Helgi stayed, and this spot was called Helgavatn
(Helgi's Lake). Sigurdur went a half mile farther and felled some trees
to build a house, but was unable to get i~ done. That winter the family
lived in a small hut lent them by a Scotch lumber operator. It had a clay
stove in one corner, but no chimney, so they suffered much from smoke.
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Leaves of a shrub were boiled all winter to make a brew drunk without
milk, which they called Indian tea.
"When I came I could buy neither a cookstove nor a cow, and was
without a cow till next summer. In January 1877 I received a broken
stove from the Icelandic River, and a pot. The lower bottom was
broken out of the stove, and Kristjan Jonsson from Geitey hooked a tin
bottom to it for me."
Winter came early that year, with heavy snow. Sigurdur writes:
"My boy Stefan, then in his 12th year, and I, had to wade thigh-deep
and deeper on most days when the weather was fit, to find dry wood, cut
it and carry it home and then set it on end in that clay stove, and alternately be smothered with smoke or shivering with cold. Between Christmas and New Year. I suffered with a stomach ailment and began to
think that each day would be my last."
He writes of his attempts at fishing with a net from Iceland, and
later with nets he made from yarn. He and his Stefan pulled a "poor little sleigh" and set their nets. When they lifted the nets, three whitefish
fell out. He says, "Those who know what an empty stomach is can
guess how heartily we ate when the food was prepared. After that,
abundance. While there was ice on the lake there was enough whitefish
on the table, either boiled or fried."
"That same spring I took a homestead one mile away, north by the
lake, and built me a crudely made log cabin on it. Stefan was my main
helper and accompanied me in all my work though he was young. My
Johannes, then eight years old, brought us our noonday meal every day
(fried whitefish) and I thought he did well to come a full mile along the
shore without any road and facing a cold wintry blast and bear himself
like a man. Then I rejoiced in my boys and thought that they would accomplish something if they lived long enough."
(Translator's note: The Sigurdsson brothers had enterprises all
over New Iceland: stores, freighting, lumbering, ship-building, their
largest ship being the "Lady of the Lake". As community leaders they
helped secure a dock for Hnausa and a railway for the north of New
Iceland. Johannes was at one time reeve of the R.M. of Gimli, then including all of New Iceland, and later the first mayor of Gimli. He even
tried (but failed) to secure a Carnegie Library for Gimli.)
Sigurdur continues: "I called this house Skogar (Woods), for every
foot of ground here was then covered with forest which had to be
cleared before any potatoes could be planted. There were such heavy
rains that spring that they never have been since equalled, and a bushel
of potatoes that I planted on the bank above the lakeshore was
drowned, yet the bank rises six fathoms above the lake."
"That summer I was granted one cow on a government loan. That
improved our food supply. The next winter, together with two of my
neighbours here I was granted one-third of an ox. Meadows for haying
for the cow were six miles away, and the hay had to be fetched on one
ox.
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"During my fourth winter I left for Winnipeg on one ox with 220
whitefish, and 160 tullibees in a sack. I had difficul~y in disposing of the
tullibees in Winnipeg, for no one there wanted them. After a long
search I received one dollar for the sack. But I do not remember what I
received for the whitefish. However, I returned home with better
supplies than I had known of here until then. I walked every step of
both ways on bad roads and in heavy frost, and I was usually cold."
"I shall not carry this narrative farther. It will show that not
everyone of those who came to Manitoba about 1876 changed his lot for
the better in the first years. Yet I realized my main objective in bringing
my children to Canada in the hope that they would fare better here than
in Iceland. In that respect my trust and hope have proved well
founded. "

Reminiscences of John Jonsson of Maeri, a Pioneer of 1876.
Jon Jonsson in his diary describes the entire voyage from Iceland.
The cow he bought for $30 in partnership with another man, was lost on
the way.
"When we reached Gimli there was little assistance to be got from
those who were there. The men who could leave home were away either
in Winnipeg or with farmers. The people were in a very bad state after
the preceding winter. So to begin with most of the newcomers had to
sleep under the open sky with bedclothes spread over them.
"Many people who were too ailing after the voyage to face going
out into the wilderness wintered over in Gimli. It was said that the 20th
death of a member of the group occurred when it had arrived in Gimli,
which was probably correct; and there was a considerable and constant
number of deaths there until just before the smallpox epidemic struck."
Jon and his family made their way north along the lake with other
settlers. They realized how hard it was to have lost their cow. He says,
"Our lovely boy died there at the age of 3 V2. That, among other
matters, deprived me of the courage to go farther." Jon and his family
shared accommodation with other settlers for a year or more, and at
one time, the hay-roofed cabin they occupied was destroyed by fire
from sparks which settled on the roof. The families then separated and
Jon, with the help of eight neighbours, built a house on his farm which
he named Maeri, about three miles north of Gimli. Maeri means
Borderland, after a place in Norway. He says,
"During that spring, 1877, I knew of many who began to use the
sap of trees for sugar, and there was little coffee the first winter. One
could get tea from the government, but little coffee. I got a stove from
the government late in the summer, and also a cow early in the summer
that was considered an excellent acquisition." However, food supplies
were so scarce later that winter that he says of the cow: "It was my good
fortune that the government loan cow that I had received was quite
wild. It was expected to calve late in December, and when that time
came it went stark mad, shattered everything around it and half killed
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itself in this mad fit, so that it had to be slaughtered immediately, and
that was a good and unexpected addition to our food supply."
After the winter of 1877-78, with no immediate prospect of improvement in their situation, with no cattle nor fish to sell and no
market for wood, several settlers left the colony, among them Jon
Jonsson, who left in 1880 and settled in North Dakota in 1881.

Simoll alld Valdis Simonson.

The Diary of Simon Simonson
The following excerpts are translated directly from the
reminiscences of one of those who made the first trip to Gimli in October, 1875. This article first appeared in The Icelandic Canadian in
1946, translated by Wilhelm Kristjanson. The writer, Simon Simonson,
was the father of Mrs. J. B. Skaptason, who was foster mother of one of
the compilers of this history, Mrs. Margret Stevens.
The Simonson family came from Iceland to Kinmount, Ontario, in
September, 1874. Their hardships there included the death of their
beloved daughter Gudrun. A month after their arrival at Willow Point
In 1875, a baby son was born to them, who died after a fortnight.
Writing of the arrival at Gimli, Mr. Simonson says:
"The flatboats were broken up. The boards were intended to use in
doors and doorframes, also for floors in the homes of the leaders. It
soon became evident that distinction was made between persons in the
group. "
"Our only means of shelter were some derelict tents, all ragged and
torn, which Taylor obtained on loan from the Hudson's Bay Company.
These became our first habitation in our promised land, and into them
we moved with our cookstoves."
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"It was difficult to move along the shore, on account of fallen trees
that reached out into the lake, so one either had to wade out into the
water or to force one's way through the undergrowth with its fallen
trees in order to travel from landing-places to the site of the
settlement. "
"There was no clearing in the woods where the tents had been set
up, but as a matter of fact, this was all to the good, for the tattered tents
afforded very little protection .... "
The Simonson family, and their partners the Erlendur Olafssons,
who shared a cook-stove, built a house together on the land allotted to
them, inland from Husavick, six miles south of Gimli. They had spent
the first winter in a house constructed as a temporary home. Moving
their few possessions to the new site proved to be an arduous task, as
they had only their own strength and heavy sleds constructed of green
wood for transport. Simon's wife Valdis, after the move, went to Winnipeg for the summer to obtain work as a domestic. She did this several
times during the years they lived there, despite frail health.
In July, 1877, 250 cows arrived, and of the allocation of them
Simon writes: "The cows were allotted at Willow Point. The men were
separated into groups according to their number of children, or the difficulty of their circumstances, but mostly on the former basis. Then
each in turn was allowed to select one cow. I was in the fourth or fifth
group and when it came to my turn much more than half the herd was
gone. At this point I did not like the look of things. All the cows I fancied and that had a drop of milk in them were gone. I was certainly feeling badly about it when I spied a broken-tailed five- or seven-year-old,
of a good average size. She was red on the flanks; had rather fine horns,
and a white star on her forehead. The flaw was that she was virtually
dry and gave a mere cupful on arrival at home. However, her yield increased and went up to three pints, and the good creature became one of
my staunchest household pillars. We called her Bubot (freely, Bountiful)." When the family left New Iceland in 1881 to live in the Argyle
district, Bubot was taken along.
Mr. Simonson's need for literature, despite the depletion of his
resources, is demonstrated: "I did not bring my Bible or my Passion
Hymns from home, and the first winter I was able to buy only Dr.
Petur's three books, and the old Hymnbook, and three lays. In addition, I subscribed to Framfari. This was all our provender for mind and
spirit, but we were happier then than later, when we had acquired
more. "
In publishing the translation, Will Kristjanson points out that it is
highly personal, autobiographical, and with no thought of publication.
The author is at times justly critical of the leaders, who, he felt, showed
lack of forethought in the preparations made for the settlers, and often
showed favouritism among the group. However, criticism of this nature
could be levelled against almost any group of people in any given situation, and must be considered alongside other accounts of the times to
complete the picture.

60

PIONEER WOMEN OF NEW ICELAND
To illustrate the part played by pioneer women, we reproduce
excerpts from an article written by Mrs. Steina Stefanson Somerville,
in Icelandic, published in "Brautin" in 1948, and translated by Miss S.
Stefansson. Mrs. Somerville was the daughter of Gimli pioneers Jonas
Stefansson and his wife Steinunn.
"Among the women who made their way overseas in the first years
of immigration there were doubtless many who excelled and became
leaders and pioneers in the new Icelandic communities in America.
Here I shall mention only a few who lived in the south of the New
Iceland settlement before the turn of the century. In their own fashion,
they were all great women, constantly bringing counsel and help to
others, though they were often in straitened circumstances themselves.
They took a substantial part in social and progressive movements and
exercised leadership, especially in nursing and education. Along with
this they stood shoulder to shoulder with the other women in the community in supplying to their fellow-countrymen many forms of aid
which are now classed under social welfare and the department of immigration, and which now cost the general public great sums of money
annually. "
These women themselves lived under conditions which might well
have discouraged them from trying to help others. Their primitive
homes were small and over-crowded, yet they always welcomed visitors.
"Whole families were received in houses already over-crowded. Food
and other help were offered as far as possible. Not infrequently it came
about that the visitors stayed the entire winter and sometimes longer,
especially women and children."
"There was little equipment to lighten work .... In the log houses,
floors were generally uncovered and unpainted, and in wet weather mud
was tracked over everything. Mosquitoes and houseflies also created
their own ordeal."
"Most food had to be produced or caught and kept in the home
and preserved from spoilage as best one could."
"In addition to the daily tasks there was much else - converting
wool to clothing, sewing clothes and making shoes. In many cases all
underwear, stockings, gloves, and mitts were hastily prepared by the
housewife in her "spare" moments. She teased, carded, spun, and
knitted every available moment. If someone came for a visit, she
knitted while she talked. If she left the house, she knitted while she
walked."

THE WOMEN'S HANDICRAFT SCHOOL AT GIMLI
One of these extremely busy women found within herself the desire
and also sufficient strength to establish a women's handicraft school at
Gimli in the year 1897 and maintain the teaching for many years. The
founder was Gudrun, wife of the merchant Hannes Hannesson.
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As the wife of a storekeeper, Gudrun had a busy life, with many
people dropping into her large house for coffee and a visit. She also
looked after her husband's blind uncle.
She had acquired many special skills as a young girl in Iceland. A
daughter of Jonas Samson, in Keldudal, Iceland, in whose home
Gudrun had been brought up, had attended a women's college in Reykjavik, and had passed along the knowledge of crafts and skills to
Gudrun, who satisfied her longing to teach other women by starting the
school in the parlour of her home, which was situated on the east side of
First Avenue a little farther north than where the Betel Home now
stands. Her husband's store was south of it, above and to the side of the
first dock and sawmill in Giinli, on land long since then eroded into the
lake.
The schoolmistress gave instruction in many types of embroidery,
drawing, crochet and the making of clothes. She taught Hardanger
work, making of plush, lace, sewing on canvas, cutting and sewing from
Canadian patterns, and hat-making. The girl students studied from nine
to five, five days a week. The expected fee was a dollar a week, and the
students were to bring their own materials and lunch. However, those
who could not pay, were not excluded from Gudrun's class.
Year after year Gudrun Hannesson received first prizes at the exhibition in Winnipeg for her handicraft, embroidery, hardanger work
and crochet.
The girls were gay and worked enthusiastically. They chatted and
laughed and the school mistress tiptoed among them giving instructions, while the blind uncle often shifted his weight from one foot to the
other in the doorway and felt some light come into his darkness. His
name was Thorsteinn and he was the father of the historian, Thorsteinn
Th. Thorsteinsson.
Gudrun was small of build, dainty, pretty, with fair complexion
and lively eyes. She was cheerful in manner and so generous that it was
said that she gave with both hands everything, edible and inedible. The
people at Gimli called her either Hannes's Gudrun or Gudrun at Gimli.
Everyone knew who was meant, although she had more than one
namesake in the village.
Eventually the school came to an end, and Gudrun Hannesson has
long since gone to her rest, but the light that she lit and tended still lives.

NURSING

Holmfridur at Dvergasteinn (Holmfrid of Dwarf Rock)
In the year 1882 the Vidines (Willow Point) community was fortunate in that a young woman settled at Gimli who had learned nursing
and obstetrics in Iceland. She was Holmfridur Jonsdottir. and her family was from the Hunavatn County. For the next 16 years, until she
moved permanently from the settlement, she used her specialized
knowledge to aid her neighbours.
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Holmfridur came from Iceland in 1881 with her husband Magnus
Gudlaugsson and two young children. They differed in temperament,
and parted. Shortly after, she became housekeeper for Asmundur
Gudlaugsson, a farmer whose home was where the Gimli railway station was located in later years. He named his farm Dvergasteinn (Dwarf
Rock) and the nurse who stayed there was usually called Holmfridur at
Dvergasteinn.
Though it was a busy household, neither Asmundur nor Holmfridur was averse to her responding quickly and well when she was sent
for to nurse a woman in childbirth or someone who was ill. She was an
energetic worker, swift to put everything in order when the woman of
the house was ill. Besides nursing, she would clean the house and serve
food, as well as building up the courage of the family.
Sometimes she would take the younger children home with her to
look after.
Holmfridur was stately and distinguished in bearing, goodlooking, with blue eyes and chestnut hair, a little taller than average,
erect and lively yet unhurried in motion.
During the last 20 years of her life she lived in Selkirk, where she
and Asmundur adopted the surname of Brown, which Asmundur's son
used. She practiced nursing to the very last. She died in 1929.

Vilborg Thorsteinsson.
Another midwife moved to Gimli shortly after Holmfridur. She
too helped many and often undertook long journeys from home. She
was Vilborg Jonsdottir, the first wife of the postmaster Gudni
Thorsteinsson. It is not known if she had learned obstetrics in Iceland.
Her husband acted as a homeopath until Einar Jonasson took over in
the Willow Point community, and it is known that she aided many people who were ill or in childbirth.
SigurIaug at Maeri.
Sigurlaug was the wife of a farmer, Ragnvaldur (Reginald)
Jonsson, who lived on the lakeshore three miles north of Gimli. Her
husband was also a carpenter, and their home, Maeri, was more
spacious and of better quality than the average. Many people sought
advice and aid from Sigurlaug, who let no trifling matter deter her in an
emergency.
Their home stood by the main highway and travellers often stayed
overnight. Their two children left home to earn their living while still
young. Yet there were generally five or six or more people sitting at
table with them. They had another apartment upstairs which they
rented, with the two women using the same kitchen.
Sometimes whole families visited with them, as when they took
into their home a newly-arrived couple with three young children and
maintained them for two years. They gave refuge to a brother and sister
who had lost their parents; they brought up the boy, who was the
younger, and supported the girl till she could earn a living. They gave a
63

home to an orphan girl, who later contracted tuberculosis while working in Winnipeg, after which they took her home and nursed her until
her death about a year later.
If they were asked to shelter someone and had no room, they
arranged for their lodger upstairs to take in that person or family.
Sigurlaug also found time to teach children to read Icelandic. In
the winter of 1892-93, no less than eight persons found shelter with this
couple.
Sigurlaug was rather short and sturdy of build, and wise. She was
of serene disposition, temperate in speech, yet direct and plain-spoken.
Her faith was her pillar of strength. She lived in it and entrusted all her
anxieties to God. She felt His direction every day. He was an almighty
friend, who understood human frailty and human need, and He was
present everywhere. Many of the older Icelanders were as firm in their
faith as Sigurlaug, but not all had her warmth of heart, and few her
strength of soul.
One may well conclude this article about heroic Icelandic women
with the words of the poet:
"Glad hearts without reproach or blot
Who do thy work and know it not."

*

*

*

*

Other Noted Pioneer Women.
Snjolaug J ohannesdottir (1874-1939) wife of Sigurdur Sigurbjornsson, one of the first New Iceland pioneers, a noted leader at Arnes,
was known for having entered homes during the smallpox epidemic and
nursed the patients.

*

*

*

*

Rebekka Gudmundsdottir (1830-1913) known as Rebekka from
Meidvellir, wife of Jon Arnason, an 1876 Gimli pioneer, was a noted
midwife in Iceland, Gimli, and Winnipeg. It is stated that she dispensed
medicine that was beneficial against the after-effects of smallpox.
Gudrun Stefansson, her daughter, related that she had sought her
mother's aid for an Englishwoman Gudrun worked for, who was severely irtjured in childbirth. Medical care had not helped her. Rebekka
made herbal salves of her own and healed the woman completely, after
which she would have no other attendant in childbirth.

*
*
*
*
Oddfridur Thordarsdottir Johnson, (1870-1945) was a remarkable
woman, with a talent for public speaking, poetry, and debating; she
often chaired public gatherings, espoused advanced causes, including
women's rights. She lived at Hecla Island, Lundar, and Winnipeg. Dr.
S. J. J ohannesson writes of her in Brautin: "She spent many wakeful
nights and weary days attending sick and dying people."

*

*
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*

Sigrun ~igvaldason (born I X78) of Riverton, daughter of the
homeopath Thorgrimur Jonasson, continued the pioneer tradition of
service. A trained nurse, Sigurros Vidal, writes about her work in
Brautin, saying, "Though she is not professionally trained she is highly
skilled in the art of nursing. I know of no professional nurse who would
willingly follow in her footsteps. Sigrun has done much of her nursing
for little recompense or none whatever, and been entirely satisfied."

*

*

*

*

Gudrun Davidson served as midwife and nurse from 1911-13 in the
Stranda County of Iceland, an almost inaccessible mountainous area.
She received into the world close to 300 children without losing a
mother or child.
She migrated to New Iceland in 1913, and lived 24 years in Gimli,
and briefly before that at Geysir. In her first eight years she received
about 200 children, and a lesser number after 1933, but continued her
record of never losing a mother nor child.

*

*

*

*

A Tribute to the Wife of a Pioneer Doctor.
Sigurros Vidal, R.N. wrote an article in tribute to the wife of Einar
Jonasson, Jonina Ingibjorg, which has been translated by Miss S.
Stefansson. We include portions of this tribute.
"Few will realize how extensive is the influence of a doctor's wife
on her husband."
"Jonina and her husband Dr. Einar Jonasson and their children
were closely linked with the history of New Iceland. They had nine
children, four girls and five boys. Their home was one of the best in the
village."
"A light glows in the window at dusk and a fire blazes on the
hearth both by day and night. Allmusf be clean, bright, and warm, not
only for the children and husband, but also for those who come to their
door, as often at night as by day."
"Usually it is Jonina who comes to the door. In her handclasp the
guest immediately feels sympathy and good-will. Often it is a father
looking for medical aid for his wife or child. Because of the distance and
lack of roads in all seasons a doctor was seldom sought except in a case
of life or death. Often it happened that the doctor was not at home.
Sometimes he had gone a long distance and there was no certainty of
when he would return. Jonina's calmness, tact, and hospitality eased the
visitor's wait for the doctor. But in spite of all her quietness and composure, Jonina had many a wakeful night when she knew that Dr. Einar
was somewhere out in the dark on impassable roads. One example will
show that her worry was not always without cause."
"It was as the ice on the lake was thawing one spring somewhat
after the turn of the century that one of the children of Valgerdur and
Stefan Sigurdsson of Hnausa, fell ill. Hnausa is 20 English miles north
of Gimli. Previously travelling had been done on ice, but the ice had
now become dangerous. Yet Stefan risked it and sent two men with a
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team of horses to Gimli to fetch Dr. Einar. The trip went without mishap. Einar was at home and left with them. They returned by the same
route; but in front of Arnes, with 8 miles left, the horses fell through the
ice. The men escaped, but the horses lay dead in the hole in the ice the
following morning. It was not without reason that Jonina found this a
restless night."
Miss S. Stefansson, translator, relates that she had often enjoyed
Mrs. Jonasson's hospitality, and found her warm, friendly, and entertaining, with a quick mind and a keen sense of humour. She gave her
home a pleasant, bright, yet relaxed atmosphere. She was one of the
founders of the Unitarian church at Gimli, and was made an honorary
member of the Alliance of Unitarian women. When her husband's
health failed, she nursed him devotedly through a long illness, to the end
of his life. Her last years were passed in the home of her daughter and
son-in-law, Olof and Sigurdur Oddleifsson, at Arborg.
MEDICAL AID IN NEW ICELAND
In the early days of New Iceland, the pioneers had to rely on people who had an inborn aptitude for healing, with compassion for their
fellowmen, and knowledge gained through home study. Many such persons existed, who sacrificed themselves and underwent many hardships
to aid those who were ill. Some of the midwives developed great skill in
delivering children. Some of the self-trained doctors had read and
studied every medical reference book available. Most, ifnot all of them,
were homeopaths. There is no list of them available, but the following
few are cited as outstanding examples. Even though they were not
professionally qualified, they were referred to as doctors by those they
served.
\. Thorgrimur Jonsson of Akri: born in Iceland, 1841, a farmer by
the Icelandic River, who lived to a great age, intelligent, skilled in making verse, enjoyed swimming and skating even as an old man. He practiced homeopathic medicine and had good success with it.
2. Bjarni Bjarnason: Born in Iceland, a pioneer in the Arnes community, intelligent, the Reeve of Arnes, considered a successful
homeopath, he had engaged in some medical practice in Iceland. He
was drowned with his son Sigurdur in Lake Winnipeg Nov. 12, 1878.
3. Jon Jonasson: cousin of Bjarni Bjarnason, an 1876 pioneer at
Arnes, he later moved to Dakota. He practiced medicine in Iceland,
New Iceland, and Dakota with good success. Thorleifur Jackson writes
that he had heard that if he had lived to a greater age he would have had
an opportunity to take an examination in medicine. He died at about
age 50.
Two examples are given of his success, by Jackson:
\. From a letter dated Aug. 30, 1877: "Many have suffered slight
injuries, mainly from axes for wood-cutting, but few seriously. One man
had the index finger of his right hand cut so severely that the severed
part adhered only by a sinew, but Jon Jonasson attached it to the stub
and healed it so that the finger will be almost as good as before."
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"Jon Bjornsson of Grund had lost two children in the smallpox
epidemic and in addition he had suffered most of that winter from a
very bad sore on his hand. So he went south to Dr. Jon Jonasson . . .
and was there three weeks, and in that time Jon Jonasson succeeded in
healing the hand, and yet gangrene had set in in the back of it. He said
that he had had no money to pay this benefactor. He asked what he
owed him and he had said, 'You have no money to pay me now. For the
time being it is enough recompense for me if you can help yourself and
your family. But if your circumstances improve, pay me three dollars.'
This he said he was able to do later, but he thought Dr. Jonasson
deserved three times more."
4. Johann E. Straumfjord, pioneer of Hecla Island and Goose
Island, 1879-1902: an outstanding pioneer, who practiced his medical
skill for more than 25 years, studying medical books in every spare moment, and obtaining a supply of drugs. He moved to the Shoal Lake
Community when flooded out, and served the people there as doctor.
5. Einar Jonasson: Born 1848-died 1931. Einar Jonasson came to
Kinmount in 1874 and was one of the committee who chose New
Iceland. He pioneered there from 1875 to 1881, then in Dakota, then in
Alberta in 1888, in British Columbia from usn to 1899, when he
moved back to Gimli and stayed there till he died. When Jon Jonasson
was leaving New Iceland and Bjarni Bjarnason drowned, the people
turned to him for help. He equipped himself as best he could and
studied for the rest of his life. "His innate attentiveness and caution
combined with good judgment and understanding of people served him
well. He never went a step beyond what he felt to be the extent of his
knowledge, and his aid always came to the best of use. He won people's
faith and confidence, and no one failed to recognize his talents and
clearsightedness." So writes Dr. Rognvaldur Petursson in his obituary
in Heimskringla.
When he returned to Gimli in 1899, the area had become a
municipality, and many new immigrants from Europe had come to
farm there. Einar Jonasson was appointed health officer for the
municipality in 1901, and tended all alike, whatever their origin or station. It is said that his usual fee was 25 cents, to be paid if circumstances
allowed; otherwise, no charge.
When a qualified doctor came to Gimli in 1908, Einar gave up his
position as health officer, but continued his medical practice, at the
wish of the people till his health declined so that he was no longer able
to travel. It appears that in 1911 the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Manitoba questioned Einar's right to practise medicine.
Although most of the men would be away fishing a petition dated June
17, 1911, requesting him to continue his medical practice received 178
signatures. Those who signed pledged that they would form an association to assist him and provide funds to meet any loss sustained by him in
case of prosecution. At least two leading men in other communities
signed this petition including Adam Haas of Camp Morton and Cap67

tain Stefan Sigurdsson of Hnausa. There is no record that he was
prosecuted.
6. Several other men served as homeopaths, including Gudni
Thorsteinsson, Petur Bjarnason, and Jonas Stefansson.

NEW ICELAND'S FIRST PRINTED NEWSPAPER
It has been mentioned in the earlier pages of GIMLI SAGA that
the Icelanders had only been in New Iceland a short time when they
began to publish a community newspaper. Indeed, they meant to do this
even sooner, but for difficulties experienced in obtaining Icelandic type.
Framfari, (Progress), went to press for the first edition at Lundi (now
Riverton) on September 10, 1877. It contained news of local interest,
news from Iceland, Canada, Manitoba, the United States, and other
parts of the world. In that first edition, the Printing Company of New
Iceland directed its editorial column to readers as follows, as translated
from the original Icelandic; by Miss S. Stefansson.

To the Purchasers and Readers of Framfari.
As the printing Company of New Iceland is sending you the first
issue of the first periodical published in America in the Old Norse or
Icelandic language, we wish to address to you a brief introduction.
As soon as the Icelanders began to emigrate to this continent there
began to be felt among them fear of losing their language and nationality here unless they did something special to maintain them. They have
always agreed that two things were essential to maintain this priceless
heritage. One was that the Icelanders should establish a colony of their
own, but the other was that here in America there should be published a
periodical in the Icelandic language. Those two things are in such close
connection with each other that it is unthinkable that one could flourish
without the other. There has been much discussion of founding Icelandic colonies and several attempts have even been made to do so in
various regions of this country but nothing definite came of it until this
colony was founded. On the other hand, there have been no attempts tu
publish a paper. Yet it was probably among other matters the objective
of the Icelandic Association in America which was formed at the
national celebration of the Icelanders (1874) in Milwaukee to promote
that project.
When many of the Icelanders who have emigrated to America had
settled in this colony, their fellow-countrymen in America will have
considered, as was natural, that it was the intention of the colonists to
(words illegible). Indeed, the colonists had felt the need of a periodical
in Icelandic but everything was against this undertaking being carried
out until now. Occupation with their affairs and especially the dreadful
epidemic that overwhelmed the colonists last fall and continued through
the winter made it impossible for them to pay attention to such matters,
but as soon as the epidemic subsided, they began to think of it. This
matter was first brought up at a meeting which was held at Gimli,
January 2:2 of this year, and it was considered that it would be best to
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buy a printing press and all the required equipment. Several men then
undertook to secure pledges for buying shares and they explained what
progress they had made at a meeting held at Gimli February 5. So
many pledges had by then been secured that a company was formed, a
committee chosen, and half of the required capital collected immediately. The managing committee immediately proceeded to order what was
required but because the manufacturers of type in this country did not
have on hand many of the letters that are peculiar to the Icelandic
language they had to be cast. This caused so much delay that the
printing-press with its equipment did not come here until June. Our
well-known fellow-countryman, Rev. Jon Bjarnason in Minneapolis, interceded to secure the press and type. We are extremely grateful to him
for all the trouble he has gone to in those matters.
Even though we still lack some of the necessary equipment for the
printing press and some of the type that we need to secure before we can
publish the paper, we are still beginning to set the type for it in the hope
that this equipment and type, which we have already ordered, will
arrive soon so that it will not delay the publication.
As can be seen from the provisional by-laws which are published in
this paper, it is the main objective of this company to publish a
periodical for culture, information, and entertainment for Icelanders in
America and to maintain their nationality and language. In other
words, it should contribute to their progress both mentally and
physically. Since the company is to be a progressive one and its
periodical a progressive paper, we consider it particularly suitable to
give it the title "Framfari" (the Progressive).
All enlightened nations know and admit the necessity for and value
of periodicals and daily papers, but none as well as the Americans; indeed they have proportionately the greatest number of papers, read
them the most, and what is most essential, they use all the information
and guidance that they have to offer. Although the Icelanders now dwell
in this country of papers, most of them unfortunately cannot make use
of the indigenous publications because they are written in languages
that most of them do not understand. and moreover since the Icelanders
are very unfamiliar wIth the customs and methods of work of the people
yet no men are more in need of a publication to direct them in such
matters. Therefore we shall be very mindful of having the paper bring
them every sort of guidance in these matters, but we hope and require
that they will make the best possible use of it.
We shall make it our concern to have the paper bring you every
type of news from the colony and of Icelanders in America in general.
With that in mind we have secured reporters in various localities.
Besides we shall give a summary of the main news from Iceland. As
concerns news from America in general and from Europe, it is more difficult to present news from there in a form useful to the public. This is
because the Icelanders are so far behind the times as concerns current
events in the world, and therefore, so that they may to some extent comprehend the present sitootion one would have to go a considerable way
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back and explain various events of the last years. Although we do not
have the space to do this as fully as would be required, we want to do
our utmost to improve the situation as far as our means permit.
We shall comment on scientific and industrial discoveries, as far as
our means permit.
For entertainment we shall have the paper contain short stories
and jokes, yet we shall give first consideration to what is essential.
I n particular we shall pay attention to and answer questions about
agriculture and industry, the condition of the Icelanders in general in
the various localities, and about individuals insofar as we are able.
We shall be pleased to accept all constructive articles and treatises
from whatever source, but shall as far as possible avoid disputes among
individuals. All those who send us an article must forward their names
and addresses, yet we shall not publish the names of authors or of
writers if they wish to conceal them. If there is anything in an article
that we cannot publish in the paper without the name of the writer being
included, but he wishes to conceal it, we shall not accept it in the paper.
We shall pay no attention to letters or articles sent to us anonymously.
Just as we shall mention everything that is worthy of praise and
emulation in the conduct of our fellow countrymen, so shall we also unsparingly comment on everything that is evil and offensive, as a warning
to people.
We hope that just as we wish with all our heart and soul to promote
the progress and welfare of our fellow countrymen so may they in turn
support us as far as they are able by buying the paper. We need all the
support that they can give us in this matter, for we consider that never
has a paper been commenced with as few subscribers as we have. We
also hope that several more will promote the welfare of the company by
buying shares which they can secure by directing themselves to the committee as advertised elsewhere in the paper.
A section of the paper describing it and its terms, was printed in
English, thus:
Framfari.
A NEWSPAPER FOR THE ICELANDIC POPULATION.
Published three times a month.
Subscription price: $1.75 per annum, postpaid. Must be paid in
advance.
Publishers of Newspapers and Periodicals that may wish to obtain
a copy of our paper will get it in exchange for their own. Our address is:
The Publishers of Framfari Gimli P.O. Keewatin Canada.
Subscribers in New Iceland were charged $1.50 per year.
Managers of the company were Sigtryggur Jonasson, Fridjon
Fridriksson, and Johann Briem. The printer was Jonas Jonasson.
Unfortunately, Framfari's life was short-lived, due to the exodus of
so many settlers in succeeding years. The final issue was published April
10, 1880. But it served well its 600 subscribers, of whom half were in
Iceland, and its 75 issues are treasured for their historical value, in the
Manitoba Archives.
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ARRIVAL OF OTHER ETHNIC GROUPS

I. Ukrainian Settlers:
The arrival of other ethnic groups to the Gimli area began around
1895, when immigration first received encouragement from the Canadian government, which was then seeking to develop the open spaces of
the west to provide business for the new Canadian Pacific Railway
which stretched from coast to coast. Prior to that time, since 1882,
thousands of Slavic immigrants had come to North America, but
almost all of them went to the United States.
When Canada opened her gates to Central European immigrants
in numbers, around 1900, and Ukrainians began to arrive in large
groups, the very name was unfamiliar to most Canadians. They were
referred to in reports as Austrians, Galicians, Bukowinians,
Ruthenians, and little Russians. The confusion of names is only partly
due to ignorance about these people, on the part of those already living
in Canada. Much of the confusion resulted from their own stormy
history of strife and conquest by their neighbours throughout the centuries.
Paul Yuzyk's book, "The Ukrainians in Manitoba", gives the
historical background of the Ukrainian people, which, like that of the
Icelanders, had an important bearing on their coming to Canada. We
quote a few portions of it below:
"For much longer than a thousand years the Ukrainians have inhabited one of the world's rich territories, which should have worked to
their advantage. In reality, the abundant resources have been the cause
of Ukraine's misfortune, for her covetous enemies have profited, to the
detriment of the Ukrainians, millions of whom in our own time have
perished from starvation."
A. Historical Background of Ukraine
Ukraine stands at the crossroads between Europe and Asia, and
has many times defended European civilization against barbarians. Her
land has been conquered and divided, and it might have been expected
that she would have lost her identity under foreign domination.
However, in the 20th century the Ukrainians have emerged steadfastly
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clinging to their indigenous culture, and in many cases have been the
educators of their conquerors.
The Slavs wert: the ancestors of the Ukrainians, and through
segregation there gradually emerged three great branches of Slavs:
Western Slavs, Czechs, Slovaks, and Poles; Southern Slavs-Serbs,
Croats, Slovenes, and Bulgarians; and Eastern Slavs-Ukrainians,
White Russians (Byelo-Russians) and Russians.
The Ukrainians descend from the Ruthenes, and their homeland is
known in their own tongue as Rus. It is interesting to note that the
Vikings came from Scandinavia in 862 and imposed their rule on these
tribes, adopting the manners, customs, and language of the people
there.
Kievan Rus became one of the foremost states in Europe between
980 and 1054, during the reign of Volodimir and his son Yaroslav the
Wise. Marriages took place between the royal family and those of many
other states, including Sweden, Norway, France, Germany, Hungary,
Greece, Poland, and England.
The golden age did not last long, however, as the empire was divided among the sons, and there was constant warfare among the princes
for supremacy. The weakened state was conquered first by Mongolian
Tartars, later by Muscovites. Part of the Kievan empire was taken over
by the Galician prince, and this western section perpetuated the
political, social, and cultural traditions of Rus thereafter.
Lithuania was the next conqueror, shortly afterwards coming itself
under the domination of Poland. The Poles forced the Ukrainians into
serfdom, and during this period the Ukrainians developed a method of
self-defence by forming the Cossacks, a unique military organization
assembled from peasants, hunters, fishermen, artisans, and trusted gentry. They won admiration throughout the world for their daring deeds,
and in 1648, under the leadership of Herman Bohdan Khmelnitsky,
they forced'the king of Poland to recognize the independence of the
Ukrainian state. However, they did not invade Polish ethnographic
territory, and this later was the means of the Poles regaining control.
Khmelnitsky made an alliance with Russia in 1654, giving the
Muscovites a chance to absorb the country into the Russian empire.
Tsar Peter officially adopted the name Russia as part of the action
designed to obliterate the differences between the two peoples. The subdued Ukrainians, with their higher education, became the teachers of
the Russians, and played a prominent part in the development of
Russia. In spite of attempts to suppress Ukrainian literature and
culture, it was maintained secretly and smuggled out of the country.
The peasant population clung to their Ukrainian language and
traditions, though the upper classes tended to become Russianized.
When the First World War broke out, the Ukrainians had hopes of
striking out for freedom, but this was not to be. In 1917, when the Tsar
was overthrown, the Ukrainians immediately established their own
autonomous government, but their demands were rejected by the Russian provisional government. When the Bolsheviks seized power, the
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Ukrainian Central Rada (Council) proclaimed a Ukrainian National
Republic in federation with Russia, which was recognized by France,
Britain, and the Russian Bolshevik government. But when they refused
to recognize the supremacy of the Russian Soviet, the Bolsheviks invaded the Ukraine and proclaimed the Ukrainian Soviet Republic,
which received no recognition except from Russia. On Jan. 22, 1918,
the Ukrainian National Republic issued a declaration of independence,
and shortly after, the Central Powers recognized it.
B. Dr. Josef Oleskow's Work for Migration:
During these many years, the Ukrainian people had been under the
domination of their conquerors, living in serfdom on their small
holdings. As father was succeeded by sons, the land parcels became
smaller and smaller, and it became more and more difficult to earn a
living. The alternative to farming their tiny farms was to work as
labourers on tiny wages barely large enough to provide sustenance for
their families. News of the opening up of new lands in America reached
even these far places, and hope was aroused that they might somehow
find their way to freedom and space to earn their living there. Galicia
and Bukovina, which had been included in the Austrian empire prior to
its defeat by Prussia in 1866, had little land left for its Ukrainian population, since the best land had been taken over by the aristocrats or the
church. Holdings ranged from 1Y2 acres to 121/2 acres, with 32% in 1882
less than I Y2 acres.
In 1895, a Ukrainian professor of agriculture, Dr. Josef Oleskow
(Osyp Oleskiw), wrote the first of many letters to the Department of the
Interior in Ottawa, requesting informative material about Canada and
intimating the possibility of directing a mass immigration of farmers to
Canada. At the time, the Brazilian government was conducting intensive propaganda to direct the flow of immigration towards Brazil,
promising a free homestead, some material assistance, and free
transportation from Italy to Brazil. Dr. Oleskow was firmly convinced
that it was not in the interests of his people to go to Brazil, and that
Canada would prove a much more suitable location. He offered to
come to Canada himself to investigate the opportunities available.
His letter was received with interest, and answered immediately.
Further correspondence resulted, as reported by Vladimir J. Kaye, in
his book, "Early Ukrainian Settlements in Canada", (1895-1900).
Dr. Oleskow, with the financial and moral assistance of the
Prosvita Society, a leading Ukrainian educational society, published a
pamphlet "About Free Lands", which was distributed to reading halls
across the country. It contained all sorts of dire tdles about the sufferings undergone by those who migrated to the jungles of Brazil, while
it related the following favourable account of Canada:
"If someone finishes public school there, he is an educated person
and may be elected to any office;. . . post offices are in every village. It
took a letter only 17 days to reach Lwiw, although it was posted in the
furthest corner of Canada.
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"The climate varies in different parts of Canada; in the provinces
where there is free land available, the climate is very much like that of
our country, only the winters are as a rule more severe. But the cold is
not as hard to bear as it is in Europe because the frost is always dry,
although the thermometer may often show lower temperatures,
sometimes much lower, than in our own country . . . There are all
kinds of roads in Canada and much money is spent for their construction . . . Railways are everywhere where settlements are situated."
He told the people how homesteads were given out, and he advised
them that they should have enough money to live on until they had
harvested their first crop in the new land.
Dr. Oleskow made his trip to Canada in August, 1895, accompanied by Iwan Doruniak, a well-to-do peasant. He was welcomed by
Acting Deputy Minister of the Interior, John R. Hall, and he visited the
experimental farm in Ottawa before going on to Winnipeg. He left for
the Minister of the Interior a memorandum in which he dealt with four
subjects - the desire of Canada to convert useless land into national
wealth by its cultivation; the desire of the transportation companies to
increase passenger traffic, and the desirability that this traffic be the
kind of people who would develop the land rather than those who are
not farmers and would abandon it soon after their arrival; the need of
the Austrian homeland for new homes for surplus population, since
A ustria had no colonies of its own, and the very suitable type of people
found in the Ukrainian peasant population, who had been agricultural
for generations.
The professor and his companion made a thorough tour of western
Canada, visiting Winnipeg, Indian Head, Calgary, Edmonton, and even
exploring Vancouver Island. They investigated conditions where a few
of their countrymen were already established in Can·ada, and were very
favourably impressed.
On his return to Lemburg, Dr. Oleskow reported to leading
Ukrainians. A permanent Emigrants' Aid Society was formed, to assist
migrating peasants and protect them against exploitation. The first
group of settlers from Galicia under Dr. Oleskow's sponsorship arrived
in Canada May I, 1896, 107 in all, aboard the S.S. Christiania.
Dr. Oleskow worked tirelessly in planning for the emigration,
making necessary arrangements, entering into extensive correspondence to obtain for them assistance with transportation and a
small sum of money to help them get established, and even trying to obtain a subsidy to assist a Greek Catholic priest to come and administer
to their spiritual needs. He set up an office where they could get their
steamship tickets. He never failed to think of their material needs, and
at one time suggested that the building of modest homes on the farms
for them would greatly assist the inexperienced settlers, and could be
paid back when they had become established. This plan was about to be
placed before the government when the administration of Sir Charles
Tupper was defeated, so it never came to pass. Dr. Oleskow also
suggested the appointment of an agent or interpreter for the im-
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migrants, who were frequently met by unscrupulous traders upon their
arrival, who persuaded them to buy property rather than accept the free
homesteads.
From 1898 to 1900 Dr. Oleskow was unofficially the Canadian immigration representative for Austrian Galicia, protecting his position as
an Austrian civil servant. By 1897, several parties of Galician immigrants, to the number of some 6,000 had come to Canada under his
sponsorship, settling in widely separated sections of the prairies, from
eastern Manitoba to Edmonton. For six full years Dr. Josef. Oleskow
nursed the settlements and strengthened them with a steady flow of new
settlers. In 1900 the government transferred him from Lviv to Sokal as
director of another seminary, where it was more difficult for him to
look after immigration affairs. Unfortunately, an unexpected illness
struck him and he died in 1903, when only 43 years of age. He did not
live to see the effect of life in Canada on those whom he had guided
there. There was no Ukrainian weekly paper to write of his death or his
contribution to the immigrants. Only at a later date, when the Ukrainian press came into being, occasionally some of his countrymen would
mention his name as a man of achievement and great vision, referring
to him as the Ukrainian Moses. (The Ukrainian Canadians: A History,
by Michael H. Marunchak).
C. Prejudice Against the Immigrants.
Prejudice against the "Galicians" by the Anglo-Saxon people
already in Canada was unfortunately increased by articles written in
some publications, urging that these strangers who came without
money and unable to speak English, be discouraged from migrating to
Canada. "The Daily Nor-Wester" supported a resolution of the
Rosedale Municipal council who passed a resolution against bringing
these destitute immigrants to the country around the Riding M ountains. The Nor-Wester considered the "dumping of these filthy, penniless foreigners into a progressive and intelligent community a serious
hardship. These people have not sufficient capital to carry them
through the winter - they also bring with them disease, cases of scarlet
fever, measles, or other contagious malady. . . They are poor and unprogressive. . . they will not mix socially with the English speaking
population. "
Rev. Nestor Dmytriw replied to these charges in the Winnipeg
Free Press. He was the first Ukrainian priest in Canada. He pointed out
the great difficulties encountered by his people, and the rewarding
results they had achieved in five years. But it was difficult to stamp out
the calumnies which had been published. The Free Press, May 13, 1899
said: "Any man, no matter what his nationality, so long as he desires to
earn an honest living and is willing to till the soil, is a welcome addition
to this western country, and his arrival is a national blessing." Finally
the Toronto Mail sent a reporter to a number of settlements in
Manitoba and Saskatchewan, in 1898, to prepare a report. This document is historic as he straightened out a string of accusations against
Galician immigrants. He said that opinions had been formed bv seeing
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the arrival of the immigrants, uncouthly clad and tired, dirty, and dejected after a journey of some six or seven thousand miles. "Those who
see more of them, and see them week to week and month to month,
know how diligently and resolutely they apply themselves to the task of
establishing themselves in their new homes, and then they have a
different opinion. They are said and popularly supposed to be dirty.
There is no class of immigrants more clean in their personal habits than
the Galicians. They have a mania for bathing. This statement will
probably incite a sneer. It is safe to say that the average Galician family
on the prairie, within reasonable reach of a river or with reasonable
means of convenience, bathes oftener than the sneerer does. Very likely
all Galicians are not clean; certainly all Anglo-Saxons are not. They
come poor, it is said. They do, for the most part, but poverty is neither a
crime nor a sin, and if a misfortune, it is the one that afflicts a great
many more than Galicians . . . What matter their poverty if they have
the aptitude and spirit to get on? They have good, comfortable houses,
commodious stables, and nearly all have horses, cattle, poultry, and a
good supply of farm implements."
"We have been accustomed to praising Icelanders for the splendid
progress they have made; they must not be too cast down if they find the
palm wrested from them by these industrious Slavs, who seem to have
an extraordinary knack of getting on, when blessed."
C.P.R. president W. Van Horn, also came to the defence of the
Galicians, deposing a public declaration that they had paid the Canadian Pacific Railway every cent they owed for transportation to
Canada. Commissioner Spears also confirmed that the Ukrainians paid
back every penny contracted for government help, such as flour,
potatoes, and other food products.
The Ukrainians struggled for years against discrimination, an<l
despite it they worked out their own destiny, and as Michael
Marunchak says, "With his blistered and calloused hands and in a
copious rain of sweat often at cost of his health and life, the Ukrainian
carried and gained some of the prestige due him."
D. Difficulties of Immigration.
Michael Marunchak tells in his book The Ukrainian-Canadians: A
History, of the difficulties encountered by the would-be immigrants.
They had to buy steamship and railroad tickets costing an average of
$85 for a grownup and half that for a child, and also had to have $25 on
landing, plus expense for food and other needs. Those who owned land
in Europe could sell it, and obtain the money that way. Official
researches dealing with emigration to the U.S.A. revealed that
Ukrainians had only an average of $12.86 per person, while those of
other nationalities could each show $21.57.
Dr. J. S. W oodsworth conducted a questionnaire covering 832
families which verified that 50% of the immigrants who settled in
Canada had no capital whatsoever, and 42% had less than $500 and
only 8% had over $500.
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The Ukrainian settler from a financial standpoint, had to depend
on his own brain and brawn for support. Often the head of the house
had to come alone, leaving his family in the homeland until he had
earned enough money to send for them. This often took many years.
The passage, often in cattle boats, was very hard and uncomfortable.
The trains were not much better. Colonial cars had bare board
seats, no eating facilities whatever, and cars were locked and sealed
while on the move and only opened at larger stations. During stopovers
you could buy food, but you had to pay five times its value.
On the basis of the Dominion Lands Act, the settler could acquire
a homestead by living on it for 12 months and cultivating 30 acres. The
initial amount you paid was $10. You could live on it for six months out
of the year, if you repeated that three years. If you had not applied for
your patent in five years, you could lose it. Many of the immigrants
were not able to read all this information on the documents.
The first thing a homesteader did was to erect some kind of hut so
that his family could move out of the tent they had brought. Usually it
was a dugout framed with rafters and covered with sods. Hay or reeds
was used for beds. Sod ledges were cut to make seats and shelves. In wet
weather the hut was a mire of mud. When they were able, the
homesteaders built more substantial houses, out of logs chinked with a
special brown clay mixed with hay, and coated with white limestone
trimmed with blue. The roofs were of thatch. It was a long time, usually, before the house had anything but a sod floor.
The main food of the family consisted of berries and wild game.
Berries were carried on foot to town to be sold, in exchange for other
staples such as flour. The biggest profits were made from digging
seneca root, or snake root, as it was commonly called. This work was
mainly done by the women and chilaren. Often the meu were away
earning money to buy necessities. Another source of income was
firewood, which was cut into cords and hauled into town. In wooded
areas the price was low - 40 cents a cord.

Oxen Ploughing
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The first winter was the hardest of all, because they were not used
to the severe cold, nor prepared for it. Food was scarce and some of the
people starved, or near it. The children were the most helpless victims.
Their death, on the way over, and after they arrived, was a common occurrence. Pioneer cemeteries are filled with the little graves of Ukrainian children who died before their time. Medical help was far away.
Dr. A. J. Hunter, ofTeulon, who lived in the Interlake for about 40
years, wrote an interesting booklet about his life among the Ukrainian
settlers. In one chapter he wrote that while some of the land was good
farming land, other districts were rocky, swampy, or desert-like.
Many of the Ukrainians had to take what work they could get, to
earn money for their families at home. They formed the largest group
working on the building of the railways, for very small pay, and poor
food and lodging. Companies demanded that the men should work even
on holidays. Ukrainians requested payless holidays for Christmas. The
companies fired them. There were always more men wanting work, to
take their place. For those who had no families, slack periods were
hard, because there was no such thing as welfare then. Some helped
themselves collectively, such as the time when the former residents of
Vasylkivci village in Western Ukraine settled themselves on a farm near
Gimli and managed to live economically for nearly a year, until the
short-work depression was over. (Ukrainians: A History)

Early Ukrainian pallery kiln.

E. Early Implements and Equipment.
Ukrainian farmers used pottery and earthenware for much of their
cooking. They all had baked-clay ovens for baking, indoors in winter
and outdoors in summer. Homemade earthenware pots were used.
Pottery making had been an art in their homeland, and found its way to
Canada. The centre of the pottery making was at Sifton, but there was a
maker of pottery in the Dnister district, Paul Krezanski.
The "zhorna" for grinding wheat, consisted of two flat, round
stones and a handle turned by hand. The millstone had to be a special
kind of stone.
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A unique farm implement widely sought by housewives, was the
hand made and operated "oliynia", an oil pressing machine for squeezing cooking oil out of flax and hemp seeds. A special contraption for
dehusking grains to make grits was the "stoopa".
The women had their own looms on which they wove cloth for
scarves, aprons, shawls, and other articles of clothing.

F. Early Pioneers
Among the areas opened up for these settlers, were the Teulon and
Pleasant Home districts of the Interlake, south and west of Gimli. Due
to the efforts of W. F. McCreary, Commissioner of Immigration at
Winnipeg, unoccupied odd-numbered sections of Township 18, Range 3
East, and Township 19, which were part of the Icelandic Reserve, were
finally released for the European settlers, since the Icelanders, mainly
interested in fishing, were concentrated along the lakeshore. During the
early years of this century the Ukrainian settlers gradually spread
northward, clearing their homesteads through arduous toil, and erecting their tiny log homes. They were good farmers, and proud to own a
quarter section instead of the pocket-handkerchief sized holdings in
Europe. Despite tremendous hardship, they endured and prospered
from their toil. Like the early Icelanders, the men would go away for
the summer to work on the railroad or at other jobs, to earn a few
dollars which they would invest in supplies which they carried home on
their backs in the fall. Meanwhile their wives would work in the heat
and mosquitoes, tending the little gardens and plots of grain, looking
after their families and the few precious cattle they owned.
One of the first persons to come to this district, Anna Signatovich
Urbanski, was interviewed a few years ago by the writer. Anna came
from Austria with her father, mother, and 12 year old brother, in 1899.
They left the well-cultivated little farm, with its rows of fruit trees, and
close neighbours, to come to a cold, wild country, covered with heavy
bush and boggy swamps. They only had their hands, and picks, shovels,
and axes, to clear the land and build their home. They took the train to
Teulon, after which they had to walk 22 miles through bush and swamp
to get to the homestead of Anna's uncle John Kornilo, near Husavick.
When Anna saw her new home, her one thought was to earn money to
return to her homeland and her classmates at the village school.
But there was no turning back. The old home was theirs no longer.
Anna retraced the 22 miles to Teulon, on foot, and after buying a ticket
to Winnipeg, she set out with 40 cents in her pocket, to seek a job. She
found one, for $5 a month, and after a month there, another on a farm at
Headingley where for $7 a month she worked like a man for several
months. At Christmas she wrote her mother that she was coming home,
but feared to walk the long distance from Teulon alone. Her mother
walked in to meet her, and they spent the night huddled in the corner of
the tiny cabin of a Teulon settler. After a few months at home, Anna
went to the city again, to work at a hotel for $10 a month. There she met
and married Felix Urbanski, and they came out to farm 80 acres of her
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father's homestead. Felix cut logs for a cabin, while Anna, a tiny
woman barely five feet tall, carried many of them herself to place them
in position. They plastered it with clay, and then Felix cut hay for the
roof, which Anna carried in bundles on her back.
They had almost no furniture, and for the first summer cooked
outdoors. Most of their meals consisted of dry bread and tea, with wild
fruit or mushrooms gathered in the woods. As soon as their house was
completed Felix set out for the city, carrying his shoes to keep them dry.
Anna meanwhile c1eareo a little garden and planted vegetables. She
dug a well herself. Her son-in-law, Nick Skorbohach said of her, "I
think this one small woman did more work in five years than many·
women do all their lives. She did not only a man's work, but that of a
horse too."
One night Anna, alone in her cabin, heard a noise, and feared that
it was an Indian creeping in. In the morning she found it had been clay
falling to the floor, loosened by rain. She had to re-plaster her cabin.
When they had been married five years, Felix was stricken with facial
paralysis, which kept him from working for some time. He partialiy
recovered and was able to work again on his farm. Despite the life of
hardship, Anna Urbanski lived to be more than 80 years of age - and
her story has been repeated many times among the pioneers, many of
whom lived to an old age after enduring so many difficulties.

Ukrainian Catholic Church at Fraserwood.

Binder and Stooker.\·.
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greet Lord Tweedsmuir at Fraserwood.

Cossacks (Ukrainian Selllers).

Large Ukrainian Pioneer Family.
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G. The Dnister District:
One of the earliest Ukrainian settlements in the Gimli area sprang
up northwest of the town, in the Dnister district. The pioneers of
Dnister were among those who tried hardest to preserve the culture of
their homeland. In the farming community, six miles northwest of
Gimli, three generations of families there carried on the traditional
church observances, music, literature, drama, crafts, and dancing of
their people.
Among the first homesteaders at Dnister were Stefan Wawrykow,
his two sons, Hryhory (George) and Iwan (John), his daughter Genka
(Jean), and Motra (Martha) Hyrhory's wife. They arrived in Canada in
1900, and all except Hryhory and Motra came immediately to a
homestead seven miles from Gimli, and one mile from the future site of
Dnister Hall. Mr. and Mrs. Hryhory Wawrykow remained in Winnipeg
two years, and then joined the others to farm at Dnister.
Their story is like that of other Ukrainian settlers in this land back-breaking toil to clear the land, careful planting of the precious
stock of seeds brought from the old country. Their inability to speak
English was an added handicap. But they came of hardy stock, from
generations of farmers who had suffered oppression. They deliberately
chose homesteads that were heavily treed, because in Europe, the
farmer with the most timber was the wealthiest. To them 160 acres was
unbelievable wealth. They failed to realize that bushland was not
necessarily the best for crops.
As soon as these pioneers had built their small two-room cabins,
neatly whitewashed inside and out, they turned to the erection of a little
church, and later, a school, and a hall.
St. Mary's Ukrainian Catholic Church was organized in 1905. Services prior to then had been held at long intervals. When the railway
came to Gimli and Fraserwood, the priest from Komarno started
holding services at St. Mary's Church once a month. He would travel
by train to Fraserwood, about ten miles away from Dnister, on Saturday, to be met by members of the parish with a team of oxen and a
wagon or sleigh, and would stay until Monday morning, when he could
make the return trip. Parishioners vied for the honour of having him
stay with him.
Hryhory and Iwan Wawrykow, Nicholas and Mike Glowa, Daniel
Hrynyshn, Mike Hutch, Mr. Demedash, Mr. Sahaydak, and Wasyl
Ewanchuk, were leaders in the community, holding office on the school,
church, and hall boards for many years.
Dnister School was built in 1907, and was the centre for music and
drama until the hall was built in 1922. Everyone in the district joined in
acting in the Ukrainian plays, traditional dances and concerts. When
the school board hired its teachers, they tried to select ones with the
ability and desire to provide leadership in these activities.
The first teacher, Mr. Chaikowski, held classes at the Sochaski
home until the school was ready for occupancy later that fall. A few
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years later, with the increasingly large classes, a second room was added, on extra land donated by Daniel Hrynyshn, who had bought the
Shewchuk farm in 1910.
H. Ukrainian-English Teachers:
For the first years, teachers at Dnister and other one-room schools
in the area came from a group of Ukrainian-English teachers especially
trained at a special Teachers' School in Winnipeg, which had been
opened by the Manitoba government Feb. 16, 1905, known as the
Ruthenian Training School. This step was taken because of the growing
need for teachers, and the reluctance of non-Ukrainian teachers to
teach in the remote "Foreign" areas. The settlers, too, had their
preferences. Not knowing the English language, they felt it would be
easier for all concerned to have teachers conversant in Ukrainian and
EI1glish. The School was transferred to Brandon in 1907, where it functioned till 1916, when the bilingual school system was abolished.
The principal of the school was J. T. Cressy, and the instructors in
the Ukrainian language were J. Makohin, D: D. Pyrch, Taras D.
Ferley, who later served as Member of the Legislative Assembly for
Gimli, from 1915 to 1920; Petro Karmansky, and Ivan Basarab. A
graduate, Michael Stechishn, later a lawyer and a Saskatchewan judge,
prepared the first and second grade readers, the Manitoba-Ruthenian
English Readers, authorized by the advisory board and published by the
provincial Department of Education in 1913 and 1914.
The students recruited for the Ruthenian Training School in
Manitoba were young men in their teens and early twenties. Some had
arrived in Canada with their parents and settled with them on their
homesteads. They were progressive and educated, and had been looked
upon as radicals in the old country. They became leaders in their communities and had great influence on the settlers. As teachers, they encouraged education for adults as well as children, and held classes on a
variety of subjects on Sundays and holidays. They encouraged the people to subscribe to newspapers and periodicals. They encouraged the establishment of literary societies such as was established at Dnister.
They fostered the advancement and self-betterment of the people, while
leading them to develop and retain their cultural heritage.
It is estimated that about 200 teachers were trained at these
government-sponsored training schools. From this group emerged the
intelligentsia of the Ukrainian people in Canada, as many of them went
on to serve the country with distinction in high positions. T. D. Ferley,
mentioned above, was the first mem ber of Ukrainian origin of the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.

I. The Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian People's Home Educational
Society: Translated by Ben Kubrakovich.
At a meeting in December, 1921, in Dnister School No. 1463, an
important initial step was taken to involve the Ukrainian-speaking people culturally during the next 14 years - the naming of their cultural
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society the Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian People's Home Educationai
Society of Gimli.
Three organizational meetings were held March 5, March 12, and
March 19, 1922. The first meeting had two major developments: discussion of the building of the Home, and the election of a committee, as
follows:
President, Roman Bohonos; vice-president, L. Zawatsky;
secretary, S. Hawryluk; stand-in secretary, M. Zahaidak; treasurer, N.
Glowa; stand-in treasurer, F. Zawatsky; librarian, Adam Sochaski;
stand-in librarian, M. Wawrykow; comptroller, Adolf Sochaski. Maxym Wawrykow took the minutes of the meeting.
On March 12, there was a discussion of materials for the Home,
and setting up of annual memberships. Charity loomed in the hearts of
the people as they "dabre vitno" (promised) to give boards and logs.
The record of donations was to appear in a separate workers' book.
Mem bership fees were set at $1.00 for men and old boys, 50 cents
for women, and 25 cents for boys and girls under IS.
On March 19, the constitution, prepared March 14 at the home of
D. H rynyshn, was read. A resolution was passed to register the constitution later. Members were listed in a separate book. Half an acre
was bought from Nykola Dyl for the site of the Home, across from
Dnister School. Construction was to begin November, 1922, and the
boards were to be cut at John Heidinger's sawmill. Records reveal that
in a short time the logs were cut into boards at John Heidinger's
"trachka". The land was cleared by the beginning of May. The summer
was lax, because the boys were out working. Materials were brought on
the site at the beginning of October. A children's concert was able to be
held in the Home on December 22, 1922. The secretary said there was
an obvious element of joy as one walked into the nearly completed
Home. Material success was made possible through the efforts of two
teachers, Peter Humeniuk and Wasyl Rurak, the president Roman
Bohonos, and all the members. The final debt of $200 was cleared up in
two months through concerts.
Perhaps the most important event in the history of the Society was
the printing and registering of its Constitution April 6, 1924. Under the
name of the Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian People's Home Educational
Society. A rigid constitution of 20 pages provided future guidelines and
intentions in 46 well-intentioned articles. They are condensed as
follows:

Article

Objective

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Name, place, and date of Society Formation.
Validity of the Constitution.
Basis of Society.
Fundamental Objectives.
Method of meeting objectives.
6.-9. Methods of obtaining funds.
10. Membership fees.
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1.-12. Rights of members.
13. Obligations of members.
14. Requirements for membership.
15. Disqualification.
16. Enforcing authority.
17. Re-Acceptance.
18.-26. General meetings.
27.-28. Structure of Executive.
29. Presidential qualifications.
30. Function of executive.
31. Removal of executive member.
32. Resignation.
33. Qualifications and functions of members of executive.
34. "Do nots" of president.
35. Function of secretary.
36. Function of treasurer.
37. Function of librarian.
38. Function of comptroller.
39. Handling of disagreements.
40. Democratic circle.
41. Priority of Ukrainian language and culture.
42. Regulations for parties.
43. Moral code.
46. Conditions for changes in the constitution.
The Society attempted to fulfil its objectives in a number of ways.
Professor W. Beberovich, for example, spoke on the enlightenment and
education of youth in Canada.
Teacher Humeniuk held a concert in honour of Taras Shevchenko
on March 14, 1925. The organ was often taken to the school for use, on
condition that it be brought back to the Home when needed. Young and
old took part in concerts and "predstawlenga". In 1925 as many as nine
concerts were recorded in addition to three .held by the school. The
members also took a Predstawlenga to Fraserwood. Groups from
Fraserwood and Silver came to Dnister to perform. The local choir
went to Plum Ridge, 15 miles away. Masquerade balls and dances were
held.
The boys and girls helped, by cutting wood and sweeping and
washing the floors. There was a Girls' Club. The men elected a Ukrainian Brotherhood Committee. In the winter suppers were held. Individuals gave acclamations, sang, danced, read, and complained. A
barn was built in 1930.
A dinner was held in honour of Archbishop K. W. Ladyka. There
were political meetings. The library was most significant. By Sept. 27,
1935, the library book list totalled 459 books.
The following men held the office of president: Roman Bohonos,
1922; Michael Glowa, 1923-24; D. Hrynyshn, 1925; Michael Glowa,
1926-30; Hryhory Wawrykow, 1931; D. Hrynyshn, 1932; F. Wakun,
1933; Kost Bohonos, 1935.
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Backdrop 011 stage at Dnisler Hall scene oj Ukraine, painted by S. C. Palsson,
Ice/al/dic artist who paillled lIIany lIIurals in Cimli, including sOllie still in existence at the
Tl'rgl'sl'n home.

A beautiful backdrop of canvas, of a scene of the Ukrainian countryside, was used as a stage curtain, painted by an Icelandic artist, S. G.
Palsson. It was still in good condition, though unused, until 1970, when
it was damaged following use at a Ukrainian concert held at the Gimli
Arena. The little Home fell into disuse after the depression and Second
World War, and in recent years, most of the Ukrainian books have disappeared, unfortunately.
.
The Dnister corner is still a beautiful spot, with the little white
church at one corner, the hedges and trees which surrounded the school
still flourishing, and the old hall still standing, though neglected and
forlorn, a reminder of the pioneers who worked to preserve their ethnic
culture while wresting a living from their pioneer farms.

Fras('!'ll'ood COlllllluni!.\' Hall 1972.
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J. Ukrainian Home Remedies and Inventions:
The early Ukrainian settlers had their own home remedies for
various types of illness, since the services of doctors were not at hand.
The garlic they had brought from the Ukraine was a cure for almost
everything. A plant with tiny leaves and large yellow flowers surrounded by small white petals, made a tea which was an excellent laxative.
Nettles were used for healing, and the leaves of plantain were an excellent poultice to draw out infection. The settlers made sweet mild
wines from all kinds of fruit or plants including dandeli.')ns. Some people made a stronger drink by distilling, until prohibited by law from doing so.
For clearing land, Dmytro Wawrykow's father improved on the
pick and shovel method by inventing a stump-puller which was made
from tamarack and cables. It was fastened to the sturdiest stump in the
area to be cleared, which they called "the dead man". An ox was led
around the "dead man" and the cable tightened until the roots pulled
loose. Mrs. Wawrykow or an older child would lead the ox.
Iwan Wawrykow also invented a grain reaper by attaching a flat
section to a hay mower. on which the cut grain was dropped as his wife
led the oxen. When sufficient grain was piled there, he would stop the
mower while he tied the sheaf with a handful of long-twisted hay, and it
would be stooked and later stacked for threshing.
The first steam threshers were drawn by oxen from farm to farm.
A M r. Kowerko of Winnipeg Beach owned the first thresher in the district. Later John Heidinger bought a self-propelled steam threshing outfit. Everyone worked together at threshing time, and later, the grair
was hauled to the nearest gristmill.

K. A Ukrainian Poet.
Ivan Drohomereski, of Pleasant Home, south of the Gimli area,
wrote the following poem:
I once was in my native land,
And I'd often think:
Why should I be suffering
I n unhappiness?
I shall go into the wide world,
Where there's neither oppression nor lord.
Where there are no masters,
I n the field no overlord.
But where to go? I think . . .
Where else but to Canada,
Where there's land and steppe
From the east to west.
Oh, to Canada I'll go,
To the new land,
And where as they say,
It is a free country.
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POLISH SETTLERS
Polish immigrants came to the Interlake region of Manitoba about
the same period as the Ukrainians, around the turn of the century. It is
worthy to note, however, that long before that time, there had been a
small group from Poland settled along the banks of the Red River, as
early as 1817. These men had served in Napoleon's Army in France,
and had been taken prisoners by the British. On their release they
volunteered to serve in the Colonies, and found themselves in Kingston
when Lord Selkirk was organizing his expedition of colonists for Red
River. A dozen names in old documents list them among the settlers.
Most of them left the colony for the United States when a mass exodus
of the Swiss from the Red River colony took place after the disastrous
flood of 1826. By 1849, the census noted only the name of one family,
that of Jean Meuron.
A book by the Rev. Edward M. Hubicz, Polish Roman Catholic
priest, POLISH CHURCHES IN MANITOBA, published in 1960,
gives a detailed review of Polish history in its first chapter. That troubled land has had a record of strife with neighbours to east and west
ever since one of the tribes inhabiting it in earliest recorded time gave it
the name Poland from their name, the Polians.
Christianity came to Poland in 966, when her ruler, Mieszko, who
had married a Bohemian Christian princess in 963, was converted.
Poland during that period was the subject of attacks by a German
prince, and also entered into conflict with Vladimir the Great of Kiev.
The fact that the Slavic peoples of Kiev had accepted their Christianity
from Byzantium and the Poles from Rome widened the gap and caused
further conflict.
Despite many efforts to unite the Slavic peoples, the country was
subject to division after division. In the 14th century Casimir I. (the
Great), united Great Poland and Little Poland. The University of
Cracow was founded in 1364. Later a young princess, and heir to the
throne, Hedwig, married the Grand Duke of Lithuania, resulting in a
compact between the two countries and conversion of Lithuania. The
Union of Lublin in 1569 resulted in what is regarded as the Golden Age
of Poland. In 1572 Poland became an elective monarchy, in a unique
experiment as a Royal Republic. However, in the 17th century foreign
powers interfered in her elections, and she was invaded by Cossacks and
later by Swedes. In 1772 Poland was occupied and partitioned by
Russia, Prussia, and Austria. Two further partitions in 1793 and 1795
erased Poland from the map of Europe. Thaddeus Kosciuszko, who had
gone to the United States to assist George Washington in the American
Revolution, attempted, on his return, to expel the Russians, but when
the Prussians attacked from the rear he was defeated and Warsaw was
sacked. Polish emigrants joined Napoleon's army and led the attack on
Moscow in 1812, and Napoleon created the Duchy of Warsaw as
reward, which enjoyed seven years of independence. Then Poland was
again partitioned.
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Following the war of 1914-1918, Woodrow Wilson declared that
an independent Polish state should be created embracing all land inhabited by Polish populations, with access to the sea. The settlement
was not reached until 1923. On Sept. 1, 1939, Hitler invaded Poland,
after which she was struck from the east by Russia. Today she is under
Communist control.
Father Hubicz states, "It was from this ill-fated land and sorely
tried country, the hapless Poles emigrated to Canada by the thousands.
Of these, many directed their steps to Manitoba as to a land of
promise."
Before the first World War, Polish immigration was made up of
peasants from south-eastern Poland. Attracted by the lure of free land,
they came to marshy wooded country and in a few decades turned it
into productive farms. "They had the unbounded confidence of the
farmer that soil repays bountifully the labour put into it."
Speaking of the arrival of Poles to the Gimli district, Father
Hubicz says: "Poles began to settle in the Gimli region in 1897.
Dominic Cherniak, J. Rech, Joseph Kretowski, Rock Pawulski,
Michael Ciszewski, and John Pemkowski were among the first arrivals.
They came by way of Teulon, and took homesteads in the Pleasant
Home district. Others came by boat and settled west of the Icelandic
colony." Soon there were Poles side by side with other nationals in
every corner of the Gimli district. In 1909,400 Polish families lived in
the district.
He continues, "The plight of these simple settlers here as elsewhere
was pitiable. They left their destitute and over-crowded homeland to
find here a land almost entirely uninhabited, abounding in forests and
swamps. They arrived nearly penniless, as the sale of their small
holdings in Poland hardly yielded enough to pay for their passage to
Canada. All their worldly possessions were contained in the nondescript
bundles they carried. With these and a fierce determination to succeed
by the work of their hands, they began their new [ife in Canada."
"They attacked the forests with an axe and hopefully cultivated the
first clearings with spade and hoe. To add to the burden of this life of
unrelieved hardship, the swamps bred swarms of mosquitoes to harass
them day and night."
Next to the making of a bare living, the Polish settlers were concerned about building a church. They waited four years before the first
priest visited them, when Father John Kulaway came in February,
1901, and baptized 34 children during his three-day visit. On his advice,
the following year, a group of men, Peter Medar, John Rech, Thomas
Zuk, Thomas Stankowski, Maciej Obacz, Wojciech, Szlaszka, and
Martin Rojewski (Rojeski) undertook to build a church in their
neighbourhood west of Gimli. By 1904, a simple log structure measuring 25 feet by 56 feet, all made by hand, was completed, with only the
steeple surmounted by a cross to distinguish it from their homes. They
immediately requested a resident priest.
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On July 31, 1905, Father Ernest Kostorz, a diocesan priest,
became pastor of Ss. Cyril and Methodius Church, sharing all the
hardships of his parishioners. The nearest railway station was at Winnipeg Beach.
On his arrival he found 17 families in the parish, but before he left
in April, 1907, he had gathered 77 families on the church roll. For the
next two years the parish was served by visiting Oblate fathers.
On July 9, 1909, while Father Sztojer was serving the Felsendorf
parish in which the church was located, a disaster occurred.
Preparations had been made to observe the patronal feast of the church.
People from as far away as 15 mile~ walked to attend the celebration.
The congregation from Our Lady of the Scapular Chapel at Husavick,
seven miles south, marched in a procession led by a cross-bearer with
hanners fluttering in tpe wind. They waded through swamps on the way.
When they arrived they found a heap of smouldering ashes where
the church had stood. The singing changed to weeping and lamentation.
The building had not been insured, and the parish still owed $200.
The priest celebrated Mass that day at a makeshift altar against
the rectory wall.
The pioneers immediately set to work to build a larger church,
measuring 30 feet by 66 feet. Publication of the misfortune in the
Gazeta Katolicka brought donations from places as far away as Montreal and Texas.
In the fall of 1910, Father Titus Wojnowski came to serve the
parishes at Husavick, Pleasant Home, Berlo, Haas, and Felsendorf. He
left when his health broke down.
The first pastoral visitation of Archbishop Langevin took place
July 6, 1911. Father Ladislas Grochowski preceded the Archbishop by
a day, to prepare the children for their Confirmation.
Although 15 years had passed since most of the settlers had arrived, they still remembered what a highlight was a visit of a Bishop to
their parish, equal to that of royalty. Elaborate plans were made. On
the evening of July 5, a procession awaited the arrival of the party at the
Gimli station.
Father Hubicz relates an eye-witness account of the historic occasion:
"J. Koch headed the procession on his bicycle. Then followed
Fathers Grochowski and Nandzik in a buggy. Behind them rode six
men on horseback, decked out in bright Polish costumes, followed by a
buggy bearing the Archbishop and the visiting priests. Finally four
wagons pitching and jolting on the rough trail clattered along in the
rear, with the other guests and the Holy Ghost choir from Winnipeg.
While the procession moved slowly along on that calm July evening,
swarms of mosquitoes attacked it mercilessly.
"The faithful awaited the arrival half a mile from the church. The
cortege from the station halted; a senior member of the parish, in a
symbolic gesture of welcome, presented the traditional bread and salt to
the Archbishop; a salvo was fired from rifles and shotguns; the
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Archbishop blessed the faithful, and the entire procession proceeded to
the church. Later in the evening, the Archbishop blessed the church.
"Next morning, the priests began hearing confessions at five
o'clock. The Archbishop read a low Mass at which 30 boys and 28 girls
received their First Communion. Then followed a solemn High Mass in
the presence of the Archbishop, who confirmed 163 persons.
"To conclude the successful day, in the evening, at the rectory, the
Holy Ghost Choir entertained the Archbishop with Polish Hymns and
folk-songs; and Father Wojnowski made an eloquent speech in Latin.
The next morning the Archbishop celebrated Mass at 4:00 a.m. and left
for the station two hours later."

Ss. Cyril and Methodius Roman Catholic Church.

Ss. Cyril and Methodius Church was again destroyed by fire
caused by lightning, in 1911, and was not re-built until 1921. It was attached to the Camp Morton Parish as a chaplaincy in 1924.
On May 27, 1956, a first Solemn High Mass was celebrated at Ss.
Cyril and Methodius Church by Father Stanley Jaworski, then newly
ordained. He had been born and raised in the district. Father Hubicz
says, "After 50 years, the little mission gave a priest to the church."
Ss. Cyril and Methodius Church still stands, attractive in its white
paint and well cared for yard, just a mile west of the Gimli Industrial
Park. Boards cover its windows now, as its parishioners attend services
in Gimli or Camp Morton.
Two graveyards are situated near the little church, which are still
used by people of the district. One lies to the southeast of the church,
the othtr on a ridge west and north of it. Both contain the remains of
Roman Catholic pioneers of the district, along with many of their
descendants.
By 1960, Polish settlers in the Gimli area were members of
parishes of 16 churches which had been built during these years. Three
Polish priests served these churches. By 1974 most of the parishioners
attended services in the towns and villages, and the majority of these
small rural churches established by the pioneers were closed, opened on
special occasions only.
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In three communities, the work of Catholic Sisters developed the
Polish parishes. At Arborg, the Benedictine Sisters had their
Motherhouse, St. Benedict's Academy where young people attended
high school, and later, St. Benedict's Home for the Aged, which was established when the Motherhouse moved to Middlechurch. At Gimli, the
Benedictine Sisters built and maintained Johnson Memorial Hospital
from 1939 to 1967, which resulted in the building of st. Michael's
Church, the religious centre of Polish people in the Gimli area now. At
Camp Morton, Sisters of Service came to teach the schools, and St.
Benedict's Parish was established there.
Camp Morton was the location for a large number of Polish and
German pioneers around 1900. Martin Keller and Adam Haas were
among the first Poles to seek homesteads there in 1900. The latter gave
his name to the post office when it opened in 1904. The former donated
an acre of land at Haas for a church site, on which St. Anthony's
Chapel was built, with Father Sztojer offering the first Mass. This little
log church still stands west of Camp Morton, a sturdy shell, with a well
kept graveyard to its western side, which is still used. A stone cross built
by the settlers from field stones, surrounded by a circle of spruce trees,
stands beside the little chapel, which ceased to be used when Monsignor
Morton established a children's camp by the lake in 1923, and
Archbishop A. A. Sinnott built a church and rectory east of the railway.
"The unfinished church gave so little protection against the winter
cold," says Father Hubicz, "that the men did not even remove their
caps during church services that year." But by Christmas, 1924, they
had lined the interior with heavy building paper, so the the congregation
assisted at three Masses Christmas Day in comparative comfort, huddled together on planks set on crates around a camp stove. It was the
first time since leaving Europe some 20 years earlier, that they had had
Mass on Christmas Day.
During succeeding generations, the descendants of Polish settlers
have lived side by side with Ukrainian and Icelandic neighbours, and
shared community activities. Many have intermarried. The first unions
came among Ukrainian and Polish farm families, who communicated
through languages they understood from their similarity. They attended
the same schools. They often attended church services at the nearest
Catholic church, though the Ukrainians followed the Greek rite while
the Polish followed the Roman rite. Ukrainian friends would celebrate
Christmas and Easter visiting their Polish friends, and return the
hospitality at the feasts held under the Julian calendar in their own
tradition. Both groups were eager to become true Canadians, to educate
their children, and take part in public affairs in their new country. The
differences which had existed between their forefathers in Europe were
forgotten, in the interest they took in becoming loyal Canadian citizens.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GIMLI
The Rural Municipality of Gimli, originally comprising the entire
area included in New Iceland, was incorporated in 1887 as a
municipality of Manitoba. The first meeting was held March 15, 1887,
at LAUFHOLI, Drunken Point. Present were Reeve Johann Briem,
Secretary-Treasurer Gudni Thorsteinsson; Councillors Th. Jonsson, G.
Magnusson, J. Helgason, and Kristjan Kernested.
The second meeting was held at Grund, Icelandic River (now
Riverton) on April 4, 1887. Johannes Magnusson was appointed
Assessor for the year; the Corporation was divided into Wards; a bylaw was passed imposing and regulating Statute Labour; By-laws were
passed regulating fences, and appointing Fence-Viewers; Councillors
were asked to meet with inhabitants to consider what could be done to
promote immigration to the Municipality. Th(; Minister of the Interior
was to be petitioned to have the odd-numbered sections in the icelandic
Reserve opened for Homestead Entry until January 1, 1890.
The third meeting was held at Gimli on May 20. It fixed the date
for the Court of Revision at the home of Stefan Sigurdsson at Drunken
Point, for Thursday, June 30, 1887. Sigtryggur Jonasson of Winnipeg
was appointed "true and lawful attorney" for the Municipality of Gimli
to be and act as the general financial agent in the City of Winnipeg and
elsewhere.
By-law no. 7, for the appointment of poundkeepers, defined their
duties and regulated fees to be paid; By-law No.8 provided that certain
animals be not allowed to run at large. A request to the province for a
grant of $400.00 for the organization of the Municipality, was to be
made by the attorney, S. Jonasson.
The fourth meeting was held at Vidivollum on June 30. The Council authorized the borrowing of $300.00 for carrying on the government
of the Municipality until taxes could be collected next year. The attorney was asked to inquire if the Municipality was liable to build and
keep in repair all the bridges on the north-south road through the
Municipality known as the Icelanders' Road. Court of Revision was
held, and Council adopted the report.
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The fifth meeting was held at the home of Gudni Thorsteinsson
Sept. 16. Taxes were levied for the year, and estimates approved. A Bylaw for a levy of six mills was passed. The total levy over and above
Statute Labour was $600.00, and $5.91 for the Municipal Commissioner Levy for District and County Expenses.
The sixth meeting was held at the home of Baldvin Jonsson (Kirkjuba) No. 18. A petition was presented to Council from Ward One, asking Council to take action to provide for destitute families who immigrated to Ward One the previous summer. J. He1gason gave notice
that he would submit a By-Law for surveying and opening a road on the
east side of Big Island; Th. Jonsson gave notice that he would submit a
By-law for surveying and opening a road through Townships 23 and 24
Range 4, East, beginning at the north side of Icelandic River where the
old Icelanders' Road ended. Council loaned $25.00 to the destitute immigrants in Ward One, for one year without interest. The government
was asked to give aid by work on the Icelanders' Road. The said
Icelanders' Road was surveyed by the Dominion government in the
winter of 1876-1877, and was sadly in need of repair, being at some
places impassable. The Council would make itself responsible to see
that it would benefit the proper persons only, in expending this aid requested.
The Secretary-Treasurer was instructed to purchase township
maps of Townships 18, 19,20, 21,22,23, and 24 in Range 4 East, and
all of Big Black Island. The indemnity for councillors was fixed at $1.50
for each day attending meetings and ten cents per mile each way to and
from meetings. A By-law was passed appointing place for holding
nominations for Reeve and Councillors.
The Secretary-Treasurer was instructed to translate the minutes of
the Council for the year 1887 into Icelandic and publish them in the
Icelandic newspaper.
A By-law authorizing issuing of licenses in certain cases and
regulating same passed at the first meeting in 1888. The Dominion
Government was petitioned to build an Immigration shed in the townsite of Gimli before July 1, 1888, as over-crowding in every house was
very dangerous to the common health of the inhabitation of the
Municipality. The minutes were to be translated after each meeting and
published in the Icelandic newspaper "Logberg". The Council was to
meet on the second Tuesday of each month. Magnus Markusson of
Gimli was appointed Constable of the Municipality.
A by-law for regulating of Statute Labour, and a by-law to enforce
destruction of Canada thistle and other weeds, were passed Feb. 14,
1888.
Communication was received March 13 that S. J. Jackson, M.P.
for Rockwood, promised to contribute ten sacks of flour for relief of the
poorest immigrants in the Municipality. The order was on the
Stonewall Mill. Council accepted the offer with thanks, and asked that
the order be on the mill at Selkirk.
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April 10, a petition was written to the Dominion Government
asking: "That the resident Icelanders in this Municipality be granted a
patent to fish all kinds of fish along the western shore of Lake Winnipeg, from the south boundary of the Icelanders' settlement to Big
Grindstone Point, and all around Big Black Island within the time that
is open for fishing by law, and without paying for a licence; and further,
that the Government be asked to have the closed season for whitefish
changed thus: that it be from September 15 to November 10."
Kristjan Abrahamson was appointed by Council to meet the
Icelandic immigrants in Winnipeg that summer on behalf of the
Municipality and "he shall be guided in his actions by rules that shall be
prescribed him by the Reeve of this Council."
The tax levy for the year 1888 was fixed at ten mills on the dollar.
Oct. 16, 1888, a petition was received, signed by 16 heads of
families in Township 19, Range 4 East, praying the Council to organize
a School District of the said Township and part of Township 19, Range
3 East. Council passed the following: "Whereas the Council is aware
that the majority of the ratepayers in this Municipality are against that
School Districts be organized in this Municipality under the school law,
and whereas the financial conditioh of the Municipality is not promis;ng, and the present taxation considerably high: "Therefore be it resolved by this Council that the prayer of this petition praying the Council to organize a School District in Township 19 4-East be not granted
by the Council."
A petition was received asking for a bounty on wolves. It was
granted and $1.00 per wolf destroyed was to be paid. A bridge was to be
constructed on the main road between Townships 19 and 20, Range 4
East. The Councillor for Ward Two, Gisli Jonsson, was to supervise the
work. Wages for a man were ten cents an hour, and for an ox, five cents
an hour. Men were to bring the proper implements. The bridge was to
be 16 feet wide and covered with planks.
A memorandum from a public meeting held at Icelandic River
Feb. 13, 1889, was received and read, praying the Council to find some
way for providing the settlement with a harbour, and in connection
there with it was moved, seconded, and passed:
"That the Secretary-Treasurer be instructed to write Mr.
Colcleugh and beg him to inform the Council whether the dredge working at the Red River outlet would be obtainable to work at harbourmaking at some places in the Municipality, and if so, upon what conditions." Two petitions from Big Island were received, both asking for
formation of school districts, and Council asked that the SecretaryTreasurer write the Superintendent of Education and beg him to give
Council all possible information re schools whether there may be two
schools in one district, dividing the time between them but counting as
one school, and whether such school would have its share in the
legislative grant and to what amount.
Council asked the Minister of the Interior to have Townships 22
and 23 in Range 3 East surveyed. At this meeting May 14, 1889, Coun95

cil received petitions for formation of Protestant School Districts,
namely: Gimli, Big Island, Lundi, Baldur, and Arnes. A separate Bylaw was passed for the formation of each of the districts. A resolution
was passed forbidding fences across public roads or obstructions on
them at any time of the year.
The levy for the year 1889 was seven mills, Municipal, and School
levy, Six mills.
The Public Works committee of Council recommend'ed the
building of a bridge over Icelandic River in Section 21, Township 22,
Range 3 East, by Statute Labour, and the balance free work. It further
recommended that Council grant sufficient money to build a bridge
over the eastern curve of Icelandic River in Section 20 if the petitioners
offer to build the bridge over the eastern curve of said river in Section
20, Township 22, Range 3 East at their own expense.
The summary above was compiled from early council minutes by
the present Secretary-Treasurer, John Haas.
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GIMLI LIST OF OFFICIALS
YEAR

1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896

1897

REEVE

COUNCILLORS

Johann
Kr. Kernested
Briem
Th. Jonsson
Johannes
Joh. Hannesson
Magnusson
Jon Petursson
Johannes
Joh. Hannesson
Magnusson
Jon Petursson
Joh. Hannesson
Johannes
Magnusson
Jon Petursson
Johannes
Magnus Jonsson
Magnusson
Jon Petursson
Johannes
Stefan O. Eiriksson
Magnusson
Gestur Oddleifsson
Stefan
Stefan O. Eiriksson
Sigurdsson
Gestur Oddleifson
Stefan
Benedikt Arason
Sigurdsson
Gestur Oddleifson
Johannes
Benedikt Arason
Magnusson
Petur Bjarnason
Joh.
Jon Stefansson
Magnusson
Sig. Sigurbjornsson
to July 28.
Petur Bjarnason III
GisliM.
Thompson after.
Elect.
Upset)
Johannes
Kristjan Lifman
Sigurdsson
Gunnst. Eyjolfson
96

G. Magnusson
J. Helgason
Gisli Jonsson
Johannes Helgason
Gisli Jonsson
Johann Straumfjord
Gisli Jonsson
Helgi Tomasson
Gisli Jonsson
Johann Straumfjord
Sig. Sigurbjornsson
Helgi Tomasson
Sig. Sigurbjornsson
Joh. Straumfjord
Sig. Sigurbjornsson
Joh. Straumfjord
Sig. Sigurbjornsson
Joh. Straumfjord
Kristjan Lifman I
Gisli Jonsson II
J. Straumfjord IV

Gisli Jonsson
Johann Straumfjord

YEAR

1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906

Sigurdsson
Johannes
Sigurdsson
Johannes
Magnusson
Johannes
Sigurdsson
Johannes
Sigurdsson
Gudni
Thorsteinsson
Gudni
Thorsteinsson
Gudni
Thorsteinsson
Sveinn
Thorvaldsson

1907 Sveinn
Thorvaldsson

1908 John
Heidinger

1909 John
Heidinger

1910 Michael
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919

COUNCILLORS

REEVE

1898 Johannes

Rojeski
Michael
Rojeski
Michael
Rojeski
Michael
Rojeski
J. Adam
Haas
Rudolph
Mayer
Rudolph
Mayer
Rudolph
Mayer
J. Adam
Haas
J. Adam
Haas

Kristjan Lifman
Gunnst. Eyjolfson
Jon Petursson
Petur Bjarnason
Jon Petursson
Petur Bjarnason
Jon Petursson
Petur Bjarnason
Jon Petursson
Petur Bjarnason
Jon Petursson
Sveinn Thorvaldson
Jon Stefansson
Sveinn Thorvaldson
Baldvin Anderson
Gunnst. Eyjolfson
H. Petur Tergesen
Sigurdur
Sigurbjornsson
Gudm. Magnusson
H. Petur Tergesen
Sig. Sigurbjornsson
Gudm. Magnusson
Frank Scucki
Martin KeIJer
Sigurdur Einarsson
Michael Gottfried
Sigurdur Einarsson
Martin KeIJer
Sigurdur Einarsson
Martin Keller
Josef Kretowski
Martin KeIJer
Josef Kretowski
Martin Keller
HaIJdor Kernested
Martin Keller
Halldor Kernested
George Wawrykow
Mike Marcina
George Wawrykow
Mike Marcina
George Wawrykow
Mike Marcina
George Wawrykow
Mike Marcina
George Wawrykow
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Gisli Jonsson
Johann Straumfjord
Gisli Jonsson
Bergthor Thordarson
Sigurdur Sigurbjornsson
Bergthor Thordarson
Sigurdur Sigurbjornsson
Helgi Thomasson
Sigurdur Sigurbjornsson
Bergthor Thordarson
Sigurdur Sigurbjornsson
Helgi Tomasson
Sigurdur Sigurbjornsson
Helgi Tomasson
Sigurdur Sigurbjornsson
Helgi Tomasson
Arnljotur B. Olson
Gunnst. Eyjolfson
Helgi Tomasson
Arnljotur B. Olson
Gunnst. Eyjolfsson
Thorbergur Fjeldsted
Bjorn B. Olson
John Rech
John Rech
Vend Slezinger
Stefan W ojczek
Vend Slezinger
Mikola Stebiak
Andry Ambrose
Mikola Stebiak
Andry Ambrose
Peter W otowicz
Isleifur Helgason
Sigurjon Johannsson
Isleifur Helgason
Sigurjon Johannsson
Isleifur Helgason
Sigurjon Johannsson
Mike Samborski
Sigurjon Johannsson
Mike Samborski
Sigurjon Johannsson
Hallgrimur F. Magnusson
Sigurjon Johannsson
Hallgrimur F. Magnusson

~~

YEAR

COUNCILLORS

REEVE

1920 Michael
Rojeski
1921 Michael
Rojeski
1922 J. Adam
Haas
1923 Martin
Keller
1924 Martin
Keller
1925 J. Adam
Haas
1926 J. Adam
Haas
1927 J. Adam
Haas
1928 J. Adam
Haas
1929 J. Adam
Haas
1930 John
Onofreyczuk
1931 John
Onofreyczuk
1932 John
Onofreyczuk
1933 John
Onofreyczuk
1934 John
Onofreyczuk
1935 John
Onofreyczuk
1936 John
Onofreyczuk
1937 John
Onofreyczuk
1938 Mike
Dankochuk
1939 Mike
Dankochuk
1940 Mike
Dankochuk
1941 Mike
Dankochuk
1942 Valdimar
Stefanson

Stefan Signatovich
George Wawrykow
Stefan Signatovich
Mathias A. Marks
John Onofreyczuk
Mathias A. Marks
John Onofreyczuk
Mathias A. Marks
John Onofreyczuk
Mathias A. Marks
John Onofreyczuk
Mathias A. Marks
Stefan Hrycyna
Mathias A. Marks
Stefan Hrycyna
George Wawrykow
John Onofreyczuk
George Wawrykow
John Onofreyczuk
George Wawrykow
Klym Grabowski
George Wawrykow
Klym Grabowski
Andry Demedash
Stefan Hrycyna
Andry Demedash
Stefan Hrycyna
Andry Demedash
Stefan Hrycyna
Andry Demedash
Stefan Hrycyna
Mathias Rosteck
Stefan Hrycyna
Mathias Rosteck
Stefan Hrycyna
Andry Demedash
Klym Grabowski
Andry Demedash
Klym Grabowski
Andry Demedash
Jim Grabowski
Henry Demedash
Jim Grabowski
Henry Demedash
Stefan Signatovich
Henry Demedash
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Gudm. Fjeldsted
Hallgrimur F. Magnusson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Hallgrimur F. Magnusson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Magnus A. Johnson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Magnus E. Johnson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Magnus E. Johnson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
H. F. Magnusson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
H. F. Magnusson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
H. F. Magnusson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
H. F. Magnusson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
H. F. Magnusson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Petur Petursson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Petur Petursson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Petur Petursson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Petur Petursson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Petur Petursson
Gudmundur Fjeldsted
Petur Petursson
Gudmundur Fjeldsted
Petur Petursson
Adam Kasupski
Petur Petursson
Adam Kasupski
Petur Peterson (Petursson)
Adam Kasupski
Petur Peterson
Adam Kasupski
Peter Peterson
Adam Kasupski
Peter Peterson
Adam Kasupski
Peter Peterson

YEAR

REEVE

1943 Valdimar
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963

Stefanson
John E.
Cherniak
John E.
Cherniak
Stefan
Signatovich
Stefan
Signatovich
John
Cherniak
John E.
Cherniak
John E.
Cherniak
John E.
Cherniak
John E.
Cherniak
John E.
Cherniak
John E.
Cherniak
John E.
Cherniak
Stefan J.
Stefanson
Stefan J.
Stefanson
S. J.
Stefanson
S. J.
Stefanson
Adam
Franz
Adam
Franz
Adam
Franz
Adam
Franz

COUNCILLORS

Stefan Signatovich
Henry Demedash
Stefan Signatovich
Henry Demedash
Stefan Signatovich
Henry Demedash
Joseph D. Swirsky
Henry Demedash
Longin Ciszewski
Henry Demedash
Longin Ciszewski
Henry Demedash
Longin Ciszewski
Peter Sigurdur
Longin Ciszewski
Peter Sigurdur
Longin Ciszewski
Peter Sigurdur
Longin Ciszewski
Peter Sigurdur
Longin Ciszewski
Henry Demedash
Stefan Signatovich
Henry Demedash
Stefan Signatovich
Stefan Kushnir
Stefan Signatovich
Stefan Kushnir
S. Signatovich
Stefan Kushnir
L. Ciszewski
S. Kushnir
L. Ciszewski
S. Kushnir
Klym Grabowski
Steve Kushnir
Klym Grabowski
Steve Kushnir
Klym Grabowski
Steve Kushnir
K. Grabowski
A. Kasupski
S. Kushnir
P. Adamek
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Adam Kasupski
Peter Peterson
Adam Kasupski
Peter Peterson
Adam Kasupski
Peter Peterson
Adam Kasupski
Peter Peterson
Bjorn Sigurdson
Peter Peterson
Bjorn Sigurdson
Peter Peterson
Bjorn Sigurdson
Peter Peterson
Bjorn Sigurdson
Peter Peterson
Bjorn Sigurdson
Peter Peterson
Bjorn Sigurdson
Peter Adamek
Bjorn Sigurdson
Peter Adamek
Bjorn Sigurdson
Peter Adamek
Harry Kressock
Peter Adamek
Harry Kressock
Peter Adamek
Henry Demedash
Peter Adamek
H. Demedash
P. Adamek
H. Demedash
P. Adamek
Henry Demedash
Peter Adamek
Adam Kasupski
Peter Adamek
Adam Kasupski
Peter Adamek

YEAR

1964

REEVE

COUNCILLORS

Adam
Franz

J. Zabudney
A. Kasupski
S. Kushnir
P. Adamek
1965 Adam
J. Zabudney (seven months. Deceased)
Franz
A. Pasieka (Completed J.Z.'s term).
A. Kasupski
1966 Adam
A. Pasieka
Franz
A. Kasupski
S. Kushnir
P. Adamek
1967-1971 Adam
A. Pasieka
Franz
A. Kasupski
S. Kushnir
P. Adamek
1972-1974 Adam
Raymond Sigurdson
A. Kasupski
Franz
S. Kushnir
P. Adamek
In 1972, the Ward system for electing councillors was discontinued, and all councillors began to be elected by the Municipality as a
whole. Election for the entire council will take place every three years,
under the new provisions of the Manitoba Municipal Act, and the new
councils take office ten days after their election the last week in October.

COUllcil or the Rural Municipalitr or Gimli 1973; Raymond Sigurdson. Steve
Kushnir. Peter Adamek. john Haas. secretarr-treasurer. Reeve Adam Fran:. Adalll
KasUfJski.
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Raymond Sigurdson Reeve of R.M. of
Gimli 1975.

Municipal Hall.

THE GIMLI CONSTITUENCY WELCOMES PREMIER
RODMOND ROBLIN
The following is a translation by Frank Olson of Gimli, of an article from the January 24, 1901 edition of the Icelandic weekly,
Heimskringla.
"The entourage left Winnipeg on Jan. 2, 1901. Baldwin L.
Baldwinson, M.L.A. for Gimli, was major domo. Stefan Sigurdsson,
merchant from Hnausa, met the Premier, the Hon. Rodmond P~
Roblin, and his party, at end of steel, Selkirk. Arriving at Gimii over
the old colonization road, by horse and cutter train, the Premier and his
party were domiciled at Captain Jon Jonsson's "Travellers' Home",
now the site of the Betel Home. (Captain Jonsson was the grandfather
of the Holm family of Gimli.)
On arrival, Premier Roblin was greeted by a host of admirers and
well-wishers, who were assembled to do him honour and to extend to
him a warm welcome to the Gimli community. At 6 p.m. an informal
dinner was enjoyed, following which adjournment was made to a public
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meeting in the "Ladies' Aid Hall", which was gaily decorated for the
occasion. (This building, located on Second Avenue, a block south of
Centre Street, was later moved behind Lakeside Trading Company for
a lumber shed, which finally burned down.) Displayed across the stage
in blazoned spruce limb letters were the words, "Hon. R. P. Roblin,
Premier of Manitoba, WELCOME".
The meeting was called to order by Kristjan Paulson, in later
years mayor of Gimli. B. L. Baldwinson, M.L.A. addressed the
meeting, referring to the significance of Mr. Roblin's presence, following which an address to Premier Roblin from the Gimli Conservative
Association was read. Premier Roblin responded by a brilliant and
eloquent ninety-minute speech, which was greatly appreciated by all.
The next speakers were Stefan Sigurdsson of Hnausa, and B. B.
Olson of Gimli. (father of Frank Olson, translator of this article).
Following this the meeting adjourned, the floor was cleared, and
banquet tables set up. Toasts were freely proposed and responded to by
Premier Roblin, B. L. Baldwinson, Hjortur J. Leo, Albert Kristjanson,
Gudni Thorsteinsson, the Gimli postmaster, Johannes Sigurdsson,
Reeve of the R.M. of Gimli, and others. Festivities continued until four
o'clock in the morning.
On the following day an afternoon meeting was held at Arnes, and
in the evening the most elaborate reception of all was staged at Hnausa.
Both were well attended. Premier Roblin was received in the palatial
home of Stefan Sigurdsson at Hnausa . An avenue of evergreens had
been set in the snow leading from the highway to the house. Decorating
the entrance were the words, "Here you are at Home." A sumptuous
feast had been prepared for the premier and his retinue, which now included B. B. Olson of Gimli and Petur Bjarnason from Isafold (now
Howardville, north of Riverton.)

Sle!CJI/ Sigurdsoll hOl11e (II HIl(lus(I.
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An enthusiastic public meeting was held in the Hnausa School. An
"honour parade" was staged from the Sigurdsson mansion to Hnausa
School in appreciation of the distinguished and beloved premier. The
vista of evergreens extended from the Sigurdsson home to the school.
The promenade of leading citizens carried the Union Jack in its van,
and sang with gusto favourite Icelandic folk songs. Arriving at its
destination, the populace ha:Jted to do honour and express public affection for the highly esteemed premier. Three cheers and a tiger were
enthusiastically rendered to the distinguished guest. This demonstration
was joyfully rendered by all, regardless of political affiliation.
The master of ceremonies at the function which followed, and the
capable supervisor of festival preparations, was that outstanding
Icelandic pioneer and community leader, Gestur Oddleifsson.
Mr. Roblin was deeply touched by the token of appreciation extended to him by the citizens of the constituency of Gimli. He expressed
his heartfelt sentiments in an eloquent speech of almost two hours'
duration. Stefan Sigurdsson and B. B. Olson responded.
It is here to be noted that all citizens of the community joined in
the tribute to the First Citizen of Manitoba, Sir Rodmond P. Roblin, in
the year 1901. M r. Roblin went on to visit as far north as Hecla
Island."

VILLAGE OF GIMLI INCORPORATED 1908
Gimli was legally incorporated as a village in 1908. Its first
elections were held on March 31, and the first village council consisted
of : Mayor: Johannes Sigurdsson
Councillors:
Gisli P. Magnusson
Benedikt Freemannsson
Arni Thordarson
Ketill Valgardsson
Secretary-Treasurer: Einar S. Jonasson.

MATERIAL GATHERED FROM THE MINUTRS OF 1908
"The first meeting of the Council of the Village of Gimli was held
in the office of the Maple Leaf Printing & Supply Co., Gimli,
Manitoba, on the 8th day of April A.D. 1908, commencing at 12
o'clock noon."
"The Mayor and aldermen elected took their oaths of office and
qualified before the acting clerk, B. B. Olson."
The first resolution was that the business of the Village be transacted in the English language. The council resolved "that the Mayor
and aldermen receive no remuneration for the balance of the year."
They held seventeen regular meetings and six special meetings, sat as a
Court of Revision, passed 223 resolutions and saw to their being carried
out ... all in under nine months. The secretary-treasurer received $100
for this period.
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Various officials were appointed then and later: F. Heaps of
Selkirk as solicitor, A. G. Polson assessor at $2 per day, Pall Bjarnason
health inspector at $25 for the balance of the year; but later Einar
Jonasson was appointed health officer. Gudni Thorsteinsson was
recommended to replace B. B. Olson, who had resigned from the office
of police magistrate. Bjorn H. Jonsson was appointed path master and
later also noxious weeds inspector, and Jon Stefansson poundkeeper.
While J. J. Solmundsson was provincial constable, they appointed E.
Sigtryggur Jonasson village constable at $10 a month, later raised to
$15.
The first step was to convert an essentially rural community of
some eight hundred people (elsewhere said to have been about five hundred) into a village. In 1876-7 Gimli had been selected as a town site one
mile long and half a mile wide and measured into lots. Only part of this
area was now incorporated, and apparently the lot boundaries had in
time been somewhat neglected. One householder was now given a
week's notice to move his house off the street, and another notified that
his wagons, etc., would be moved off it. All manure piles and waste
were to be removed on or before May 25. All obstructions were to be
removed from the public ground along the shore within three months.
Dr. Brandur J. Brandson was requested to appeal for a suitable place
for a "sanatorium" along the lakeshore. (This was preliminary to the
erection of bath houses for campers).
A herd law was to be enforced on June 1 concerning horses, cattle
and sheep owned by residents, but on May 1 concerning all other
animals running at large in the village, and also horses, cattle and sheep
belonging to those residing outside it. One and a half dozen license tags
were purchased. Later a refund of $2.50 was made to Adam Haas,
whose cows had broken loose, indicating that fines were high.
One concern was the relation between the R.M. of Gimli and the
new village carved out of it. An appeal was made to the municipal commissioner to adjust assets and liabilities between them. He allotted
$1383.15 to be paid to the village as taxes outstanding March 6, 1908,
but the village to pay $146.18 to the municipality.
Many tasks fell to the pathmaster, Bjorn H. Jonsson, who was paid
"a salary of twenty (20) cents an hour when actually at work", and
authorized to pay laborers fifteen (15) cents an hour "when they were
needed". He was instructed to install a culvert and bridge at the south
end of the town and a bridge on the west side, opposite First Street
North, half of both to be paid by the municipality. He was to gravel
Centre Street from the dock to the end, and also to construct a sidewalk
along it. Another wooden sidewalk four feet wide was to be made
"from K. Valgardsson's store between Centre St. and First St. North to
the north boundary of Third St. North and another three-plank
sidewalk from this mentioned sidewalk along First St. North and terminating at the east boundary of the school yard."
On April 30 the offer of Mr. McLean to sink a well for the village
was accepted, the well to be sunk at the N.E. corner of Centre St. and
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Second Ave., at a cost of not over $2.25 a foot. On appeals from
villagers, two more wells were added. The pathmaster then took over
their maintenance.
The mayor conferred personally in Winnipeg with the C.P.R. on
behalf of the council to secure a C.P .R. spurline from the railway to the
dock, with the village granting right-of-way along First St. South. He
also attended a conference in Brandon on civic matters.
Maintenance of law and order appears to have been among the
prime concerns of the council. The jail belonging to the R.M. of Gimli
was purchased for $150 for the building, with the R.M. granted the
choice of a lot in return for the jail site. A constable's manual and a key
to the Gimli jail were secured, and also two pair of handcuffs, two
police bats, a badge and a searchlight.
On August 12 it was decided to see Julius Solmundson, the provincial constable, about the shooting of rifles by boys in the village, and the
village constable, E. Sigtryggur Jonasson, regarding football playing in
the streets.
Businesses were regulated. A bylaw on early closing of shops took
effect May 4th. A $100 licence per year was set for hotels. Poolrooms
paid a licence of $25 for their first table and $10 for each additional one.
The solicitor was asked to inquire whether such places could not be kept
outside of those licensed to serve liquor. Poolroom hours were
restricted to from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., and no boys under eighteen were
allowed to play or congregate in them.
The safety of fishermen was another concern. Tenders were invited
for a guide-light consisting of a pole and a lantern with a light in it to be
placed on the dock. M. Gudlaugsson was paid $3.25 for it, and later
$7.50 for maintenance for B/,j months at $6.00 a month.
Johannes Sigurdsson, a noted man of action, and his council aimed
at much more for their village. Twice they appealed to Frank Oliver,
the Minister of the Interior, for additional land grants, first for a park
and then for a site for a municipal building "for council and assembly
purposes" and lots for building more houses, particularly for summer
residents, for they expected the railway and the very fine beach to bring
them in considerable numbers and to create future expansion. The area
asked for was the present park site, a strip one block wide on the east
and west side of it, and the land to the south of these and the park up to
Second Street North.
Apparently both grants were made, for the municipality chose one
of the new lots in payment for the jail site, and the council was soon
engaged in developing the park. Tenders were invited for two closets
with a 4 x 6 ft. floor, 7 ft. front and 6 ft. back, with shanty roof and
walls of siding nailed directly on to the studs. They also had twenty 12ft. plank benches made 10 ins. wide at a cost of $35. Evidently the park
site had been previously in use, for the offer of the Icelandic Celebration
Committee to sell their improvements in it for $100 was accepted.
Finally they granted $25 to the Gimli Brass Band for playing once a
week in the park during July and August.
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The municipal hall did not materialize then. Council meetings were
held in the Maple Leaf Printing & Supply Company's office, which also
served as an office for the secretary-treasurer, all for a rental of $1.50 a
month. In 1909, however, they moved to the basement of the Unitarian
Church, which was rented for $2.00 a month.
The lots held by the village were sold at $100 for each corner lot
and $75 for each inside lot, on terms of one-third down-payment in cash
and the rest to be paid in two years at 6% interest per annum.
The Union Bank was invited to set up a branch in Gimli, without
result. A similar offer made in the following year to the Imperial Bank
was also in vain.
The financial statement for the year showed expenses of $3364.12
and revenue of $3359.91, of which the school tax came to $578.95.
Rates of tax were set at:
General 17 mills ................................................................. $1968.43
School 5 mills ........................................................................ 578.95
Special 7 mills ....................................................................... 810.53
Total .................................................................................. $3357.91
Taxes were payable at par till Jan. 1, 1909, but a rebate of 10% was
granted for payment on or before Dec. 15.
While it was careful with public money, the council did not shirk
any humanitarian responsibility. When Hnata Mampa, who appears to
have been a stranger, died in the village, they paid $15 for his funeral,
the equivalent of one hundred man-hours of work. Regular payments
were made to Anna Jonatansson for care and food for a helpless aged
man, Grimur Petursson, who lived in his own house. They also paid for
five cords of dry poplar for him, and delegated a councillor to buy a suit
for him, not to exceed $6 (then the equivalent of forty man-hours of
work). Other houses were moved off streets. His was not till after his
death, early in 1909, and then the council sent a letter to Anna
Jonatansson to thank her "for her very careful attention directed to Gr.
Petursson in his very old age."
The first significant act of the council in the coming year was to
offer E. Kearns incentives to establish a woollen mill in Gimli, for they
saw the need of industry for their village. But hand-in-hand with it they
pictured the development of culture. Their last act of nine very active
months, on December 28, 1908, after buying another cord of poplar to
keep Grimur Petursson warm, was to write a letter "to the secretary of
Mr. Andrew Carnegie enquiring about regulations regarding libraries
in villages". For it was Johannes Sigurdsson's dream, shared in by his
council, to set up a Carnegie library in Gimli.
Though their most ambitious efforts were not to succeed till over
half a century later, they had set Gimli on the path of progress.
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GIMLI 1908-1939
OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE OF GIMLI INCORPORATED
IN 1908
COUNCILLORS

YEAR

MAYOR

1908

Johannes
Sigurdsson

1909

Johannes
Sigurdsson

1910

Johannes
Sigurdsson
Tergesen
Hans Petur
Tergesen
Same council
as 1911
Same council
as 1912
Stephen
Joseph H. Hanson
Thorson
E. S. Jonasson
Benedikt
E. Sigtryggur
Jonasson
Freemannsson Joseph H. Hanson
Bergthor
Petur Magnusson
Thordarson
S. Petur Tergesen
Bergthor
Petur Magnusson
Thordarson
Johannes Christie
Bergthor
Petur Magnusson
Thordarson
Johannes Christie
Bergthor
Jon Thorsteinsson
Thordarson
Gisli Jonsson
Petur Magnusson
after March 4.

1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919

Gisli P. Magnusson
Benedikt
Freemannsson
Stefan Eldjarnsson
Benedikt
Freemannsson
Gudmundur
Erlendsson
E. S. Jonasson
Same councillors
as in 1910
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Arni Thordarson
Ketill Valgardsson
Joseph H. Hanson
Bjorn Bjarnason
Benedikt Freemannsson
Baldvin Anderson

Petur Magnusson
Bjarnthor J. Lifman(n)
Petur Magnusson
S. Petur Tergesen
Thordur Thordarson
Bjarnthor J. Lifman(n)
Thordur Thordarson
Bjarnthor J. Lifman(n)
Jon Thorsteinsson
Bjarnthor J. Lifman(n)
Johannes Frimann
B. J. Lifman(n) to Mar. 4

YEAR

MAYOR

1920

Hans Petur
Tergesen
Hans Petur
Tergesen
Hans Petur
Tergesen
Hans Petur
Tergesen

1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926

Einar S.
Jonasson
Einar S.
Jonasson
Einar S.
Jonasson

COUNCILLORS

Jon Thorsteinsson
Gisli Jonsson
Jon Thorsteinsson
Gisli Jonsson
Petur Magnusson
Gisli Jonsson
Sigurdur Th.
Kristjansson
Thordur Thordarson
Einar Gislason
Helgi Benson
Einar Gislason
Helgi Benson
Hector M. McGinnis
Jon Thorsteinsson

Fridfinnur O.
Lyngdal
Jon Thorsteinsson
1928-1931 Same council
as in 1927
1932 Hans Petur
Sigurdur Th.
Tergesen
Kristjansson
Thordur Thordarson
1933 Christjan P.
Sigurdur Th.
Kristjansson
Paulson
Kristjan Kernested
1934 C. P.
Louis Greenberg
Paulson
Kristjan Kernested
1935 C.P.
Sven Johan Tergesen
Paulson
Thor Ellison
1936 C. P.
Sven Johan Tergesen
Paulson
Thor Ellison
1937 C. P.
Sven Johan Tergesen
Paulson
Herbert Helgason
1927

1938

Hector M.
McGinnis

Hector M.
McGinnis

Herbert Helgason
W. J. Arnason

1939-1940 Same council
as in 1938.
1941 Hector M.
W. J. Arnason
McGinnis
Herbert Helgason
1942-1946 Same council
as in 1941.
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Johannes Frimann
Asbjorn Eggertsson
Asbjorn Eggertsson
Gudmundur F. Einarsson
Gudmundur F. Einarsson
Thordur Thordarson
Helgi Benson
John Josephson
Thordur Thordarson
John Josephson
Thordur Thordarson
Hector M. McGinnis
Fridfinnur O. Lyngdal
Sveinbjorn (Sveini)
Valgardson
John Josephson
W. T. Sutton
W. T. Sutton
Helgi Benson
Arni Thordarson
Louis Greenberg
Arni Thordarson
Sven Johan Tergesen
Jon Thorsteinsson
Arni Thordarson
Jon Thorsteinssort
Herbert Helgason
Gisli Benson
W. J. (Vilhjalmur)
Arnason
Gisli Benson
Sigursteinn (Steini)
Larusson
Helgi G. Helgason
Barney A. (Bjarni)
Egilson
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TOWN OF GIMLI INCORPORATED IN 1947
YEAR

MAYOR

1947 Barney A.
Egilson

1948 Barney A.
1949

Egilson
Barney A.
Egilson

COUNCILLORS

G. Halldor
Thorkelson
Gunnlaugur S.
Martin
G. H. Thorkelson
G. S. Martin
G. H. Thorkelson
G. S. Martin
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Valdimar M. Amason
Dr. A. B. Ingimundson
Dr. A. B. Ingimundson
Kjartan (Kardy) Geirholm
K. Geirholm
John H. Menzies

YEAR

1950

MAYOR

Barney A.
G. H. Thorkelson
Egilson
G. S. Martin
1951 Barney A.
G. S. Martin
Egilson
J. H. Menzies
1952 Barney A.
Eric Stefanson
Egilson
J. H. Menzies
1953-1954 Same council
as in 1952.
1955 Barney A.
Eric Stefanson
Egilson
J. T. Howardson
1956-1957 Same council
as in 1955.
1958 Barney A.
B. V. Amason
Egilson
K. Geirholm
1959 Barney A.
B. V. Amason
Egilson
H. Dalman

COUNCILLORS

J. H. Menzies
Eric Stefanson
Eric Stefanson
Dr. Frank E. Scribner
Dr. F. E. Scribner
John T. Howardson
K. Geirholm
B. Valdimar Amason
Violet Einarson
Harold Dalman
Violet Einarson
J.S.E. (Mickey)
Beauchemin

Same council
as in 1959.
Violet Einarson
Arthur Washburn
1961 Barney A.
Egilson
Harold Dalman
Sveinn Eyolfur Eyolfson
S. E. Eyolfson
1962 Violet
Norman Greenberg
Einarson
A. Washburn
Harold C. Kristofferson
1963 Same council
as in 1962.
S. E. Eyolfson
H. C. Kristofferson
1964 Violet
Einarson
Walter Lupyrypa
A. Washburn
H. C. Kristofferson Joseph L. Franz
1965 Violet
Einarson
Michael Szynkarchuk
Walter Lupyrypa
1966 Violet
H. C. Kristofferson Allan D. Bailey
Einarson
Michael Golko
J. L. Franz
1967 Violet
H. C. Kristofferson Allan D. Bailey
Einarson
J. L. Franz
Johann T. Amason
1968 Daniel
H. C. Kristofferson J. T. Amason
Sigmundson J. L. Franz
Norman Valgardson
A. D. Bailey
Richard J. Amason
1969 Same council
as in 1968.
1970 Daniel
Douglas Kozlowski
H. C. Kristofferson
Sigmundson J. L. Franz
Norman Valgardson
J. T. Amason
Laurence R. Sveinsson
1971 Daniel
N. Valgardson
J. L. Franz
Sigmundson L. R. Sveinsson
D. Kozlowski
1972 Violet
D. Kozlowski
Sveinn Halldor (Dori) Holm
Einarson
L. R. Sveinsson
Daniel Sigmundson Jr.
1973 and 1974
Same council as in 1972.
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The cOllnci11969: Back. N. Valgardsoll. D. Kozlowski. L. Sveillssoll. FrOllt: Mayor
D. Sigmlllldson. A. Bergman. Sec. Treas. J. Frallz.

The T(}\I'II Council 1973: D. Sigmllndson. D. Holm. Ma.l"or V. Einarson. Abe Bergmann.
D. K ()~/ol1'ski. L. R. Sveinsson.

MAYORS
OF GIMLI

.!o!J"/liles Sigurdson
1'J()8-1lJIIJ.

III

Hans P. Tagesen 19111913. 1920-23. 1932.

Stf/CII1 Thorsoll 1914.

Belledict
1915.

Freelllallsoll

BeJ'gtizor
1916-1919.

ThordarsOIl

Eillar S. JOllassoll 19241926.

Hector M. McCilllli5
1927-1931. 1938-1946.

Kri5tjall Pall15011 19331937.

Bamer
1961.

Dalliel Sigllll/Ildsoll
1968-1971

Violel Eillarsoll. 19621%7. 1971-.

Egilsoll

1947-
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Mayor Daniel Sigll1l1ndson making
/arell'ell presentation to H. E. Beddoll1e
Sec. Treas.

The Town Hall.

SECRETARY-TREASURERS OF THE VILLAGE (NOW TOWN)
OF GIMLI
Einar S. Jonasson from incorporation, 1908, to March 31, 1921.
Baldur Norman Jonasson from April 1, 1921, to Feb. 28, 1946. Stefan
Eldjarnsson as acting secretary from March 1 to July 31,1946. Hugh E.
Beddome from August 1, 1946, to Sept. 30, 1968. Oscar Hjorleifson
was acting secretary from Sept. to Dec. 1968. Abe Bergmann from Jan.
I, 1969 to the present (1974).

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON SOME GIMLI COUNCILLORS
The following is an account giving brief points of interest about
some of the members of Gimli town councils in early years. It is by no
means complete, but will illustrate the kind of men who governed the
town in its formative years.
1908: Johannes Sigurdsson was one of the Sigurdsson brothers
who achieved great success in business in New Iceland. Sons of
Sigurdur Erlendsson, they were partners with Sveinn Thorvaldsson in
four stores in New Iceland, and also in the operation of a lake freighter,
The Lady of the Lake, which they built. They lived a good part of their
lives at Hnausa, and were nicknamed the "Hnausa Brothers."
Gisli P. Magnusson was a printer and publisher, who also had a
carpentry shop. He was an accomplished book-binder all his life. He
was manager of the Maple Leaf Printing and Publishing Company, at
Gimli, and published "Gimlungur" and "Heimilisvinurinn". Later he
founded "The Weekly Observer" at Ashern, and "Dagrenning" in
Winnipeg. He was a magistrate at Gimli for ten years. In later life he
lived at Lundar on the west side of the Interlake, where he and his son
Marlin published a weekly paper.
Arni Thordarson had a barbershop and poolroom in Gimli, in a
building he had built in partnership with Bjorn B. Olson. He had
previously been in the Klondike. He had an excellent tenor voice, and
was considered the best chess player in Gimli. He was a pronounced
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Conservative in politics. He was father of a lighthouse keeper, Ingolfur
(Ingi) who was lost off George's Island in 1930. He spent his last years
at the Betel Home and lived to the age of 95.
Benedikt Freemansson was a businessman of Gimli, later mayor.
He was an active worker in the Lutheran Church, conducting services
when there was no pastor, and leading the Sunday School. His wife
Ingibjorg was a sister of B. B. Olson.
Ketill Valgardsson was a Gimli businessman who came from
Winnipeg. His daughter was Mrs. Kristin Johnson, very talented and a
notable photographer. One son Sveinbjorn, became a councillor in later
years, and was the father of several sons who are presently active in the
community: Dempsey, who is Secretary-Treasurer of the Manitoba
Fishermen's Association; Adolf ("Zeke"), Jack, and Norman, the
latter who also served on council; Another of Ketill's sons, Valentin us
(Val) became noted in Moose Jaw, Sask.
1909: Stefan Eldjarnsson, a farmer for several decades, was a very
able and active member of the community, mainly as secretarytreasurer of public organizations, such as the Gimli School Board, and
acting treasurer of the town, and the municipality.
Joseph H. Hanson had a harness shop, opposite where the Gimli
Theatre now stands. He moved away, and eventually settled at
McCreary, Man.
Bjorn Bjarnason was a brother of the Rev. Johann Bjarnason, a
Lutheran minister at Gimli. He left Gimli to become a farmer in the
Vidir district northwest of Arborg, and is the maternal grandfather of
Hilda Greenberg, president of the Gimli Women's Institute at the
period in which this history is being published.
1910: Gudmundur Erlendsson was married to a niece of the first
mayor, Johannes Sigurdsson. He was the brother of Mrs. Anna
Josephson of Gimli, and a cousin of the writer, Laura Goodman
Salverson.
E. S. Jonasson was secretary-treasurer, and possibly for a time
also councillor. He was the son of Einar Jonasson, the homeopath, and
all his life was a very active man in the community, and later became
mayor and M.L.A.
Baldvin Anderson, a lake Captain, built the Icelandic Hotel, later
known as the Como Hotel, and while his home for most of his life was
in the rural area south of town, he lived in town for awhile, and served
on council for three years.
H. P. Tergesen, second mayor, was a leading Gimli businessman,
with a large general store at First and Centre, which has been open for
business from 1899 to 1974, date of writing.
1914: Petur Magnusson worked in construction, mainly concrete
work. He served on council over six years. He was father of Frank
Magnusson, and his wife Palina was a sister of Mrs. Fridrikka Bristow
and Paul Olson Sr.
Bjarnthor (Thor) Lifmann worked mainly for the International
Harvester Co., also Life Insurance companies and the Department of
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National War Services. He moved to the Arborg district, where he was
a long term councillor and reeve of the R.M. of Bifrost.
Stephen Thorson was the father of Joseph T. Thorson,·the eminent
jurist and Chief Justice of the Exchequer Court. Mr. Thorson, Sr. lived
in Gimli in his later years.
1915: E. Sigtryggur (Tryggvi) Jonasson was a son of pioneers,
Jonas and Steinunn Stefansson and brother of Mrs. Steina Somerville.
He was a well driller.
1916: S. Petur Tergesen was son of Mayor H. P. Tergesen. He
served in the First World War and worked in the Tergesen store.
Thordur Thordarson was owner of Lakeside Trading Co. in
partnership with Hannes Kristjanson.
1918: Johannes Christie was a one-time Gimli businessman who
built the Lakeview Hotel, which is now the older part of the Betel
Home. He later moved to Winnipeg. His brother, J. Gudmundur for
several years had a butcher shop where the Tip Top Clover Farm store
is today.
Jon (John) Thorsteinsson was proprietor of the Como Hotel.
1919: Gisli Jonsson was formerly a prominent member of the
Arnes community who moved to Gimli and established a business. His
wife, Thora, became widowed and during depression years depended on
the welfare of the community. In her old age, she expressed a wish to
repay all she had received and the money Vvas used to purchase furniture
for the Evergreen Library in 1967.
Johannes Frimann, born in 1864, in Sledbrjot, Iceland; married to
Gudlaug Finnsdottir, came to Canada in 1900, lived in Winnipeg a
number of years before moving to Gimli, where he worked as a store
clerk and bookkeeper until returning to Winnipeg in the 1920s, where
he worked for the C.N.R. till retirement. He had studied for the
Ministry in Iceland, but was not ordained. He and his wife were very
interested in Spiritualism and he was well read. He died in 1936.
1921: Asbjorn Eggertsson, from Winnipeg, had a meat market in
Gimli for some years.
Gudmundur F. Einarsson; was a brother of Kristinn Einarsson,
who married Olive Chiswell. Another brother, Jon, lost his wife in a
tragic drowning which took five young Gimli lives.
Baldur N. Jonasson, who was secretary until his health failed, and
he suffered a stroke, was a brother of Einar S. Jonasson, and son of the
homeopath Einar Jonasson.
1923: Sigurdur Th. Kristjansson was the father of Hannes and Ted
Kristjanson, well known Gimli fishermen.
Helgi Benson was a brother of Gisli Benson, and uncle of Mrs.
Kristine Benson Kristofferson, Gimli teacher and author. He moved
later to the Pacific coast. He was also on the committee in charge of the
skating rink.
Jon Josephson was town policeman for many years. He is now over
90, a resident of Betel, blind, but with an excellent memory. He worked
in his later years at the fishery.
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1924: Einar Gislason was a bookbinder. When his family moved to
Winnipeg, they took the name of Gillies. His son John Gillies had a
store there for 40 years.
Hector M. McGinnis and his wife NelIie were originally
Americans. He was manager of the Armstrong-Gimli Fishery, and
became mayor of Gimli in 1938, serving until his death in 1947. Gimli
was incorporated as a town in that year.
1924: Einar S. Jonasson became Mayor in 1924, serving three
years. Later he became an M. L.A. for Gimli. (see 1910).
Herbert Helgason originated in Arnes. He had a garage and car
sales business in Gimli. His wife Ethel inherited a large part of South
Beach from her parents Mr. and Mrs. Benedict Jonasson.

GIMLI IN 1912
The Winnipeg Free Press of Saturday, May 25, 1912 contained a
full page feature on Gimli, "The Beautiful Summer Resort on Lake
Winnipeg." Included were large photographs of the beach, the government pier, the park pavilion, and the main street, First Avenue. These
pictures are not credited to any photographer by the paper, but are
among the collection of the late Kristin Valgardson Johnson.
The lead article on the page sums up the attractions of Gimli thus:
"A beautiful sandy beach, extending some 20 to 50 feet above the water
line, and continuing out so far that the bather may wade out 300 feet or
more without going beyond his depth, and where the water is always
warm. Bath houses on shore for dressing.
Fishing both from boats and dock, by which campers are assured
of a good supply of fresh fish, as welI as enjoyable sport.
A beautiful park, including a balI ground, to be constructed this
year. In the park band concerts are held every Sunday night.
Never-failing flowing welIs, delivering splendid water under
pressure through two-inch pipes.
Splendid sidewalks covering the town in a network, to be increased
by one mile this year.

Smah Beach.
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Gilll/i Beach (norlh).

Good hotel accommodation, with modern hostelry, gas-lighted,
hot and cold water, good cuisine, splendid lake views, etc.
Boating of all sorts. Large gasoline boat for excursions, sailiflg and
rowing boats. An unlimited stretch of beautiful sailing water, extending
for miles.
Prevailing breezes in the summer from east and north, blowing
from off the water cooling and making comfortable the warmest days.
Fast daily train service from Winnipeg by c.p .R., two trains daily,
bringing the city two hours from Gimli. Comfortable cars, with
beautiful scenery as the train rushes through plain and wood, and the
track finally hugging the beautiful shore of Lake Winnipeg, and giving
many glimpses of the blue waters until the end of the run is reached, and
Gimli, "the home of the gods," is reached.
Building restrictions on all lots to be sold, ensuring a good class of
buildings. Chemical fire engine, making for the safety of property, and
keeping insurance premiums down."
An article on the page describing summer homes of Winnipeg
residents, in the Gimli area, mentions Loni Beach, north of the town,
and describes the summer home of E. W. Derby, close to the town park,
as "the most beautiful cottage of the number."

Lakeviell' Hole/ and Lyric Thealre.
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Caplain B. A nderson's Como HOlel probably in early 1920's.

It continues, "Building operations have commenced on a cottage
for W. J. Osborne, of the Winnipeg Electric Railway." Others who had
already located their summer homes in Gimli included A. F. Andrews,
of the Ogilvie Flour Mills company; D. Ernest, of the R. J. Whitla staff;
Henry Downing, well-known real estate dealer; Albert Johnson; A. S.
Bardal, undertaker; J. Vopni, real estate dealer and building contractor;
P. D. Harris of the teaching staff of Central Collegiate; Dr. Stephanson, M.D.; J. Hiebert of Altona, etc.
The article states: "Among the residences of the permanent
residents of Gimli perhaps the most imposing is that of H. P. Tergesen,
the mayor, and next that of E. S. Jonasson, the secretary-treasurer of
the village." (These two stately homes are still in use in 1974, the first
by S. J. Tergesen, the second by Dr. Frank E. Scribner.)
The article describes the two hotels as the Gimli Hotel, located
close to the depot (called at other periods the Icelandic Hotel, and the
Como Hotel); and the Lakeview Hotel, by the lakeshore (now the Betel
Home).
Of Willow Point, the Free Press reports: "Willow Point, at the
southern side of Gimli, is in the summer covered with a prolific berry

The Tergesen family home on Fourlh Ave. shorlly afTer il was buill.
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Gimli a/)ollt 1907, L. to R. - Unitarian Church, Lutheran Church under construction, Baldur Hall, original Lutheran Church Main Street.

Same scene ahout 1915. Baldur Hall bUl"I1t down, Gimli School in celllre
hackgrollnd. Both viell's taken Fom roof" of Lakeview Hotel.

patch, Here in season are raspberries, strawberries, and other wild
fruits. To the south of Willow Point is one of the best natural harbours
on Lake Winnipeg. The bay is protected by points of land and islands
from all points of the compass, access being given through a narrow
channel at the south. Strong representations were made to the government by the shippers of the lake to have this harbour made fit for
navigation by dredging channels, etc. This would give Gimli the
possibilities for improved boat service, and this week the announcement
has been made that the work will be done and a 300-foot channel for
boats be dredged."
"During the past winter an extension was made to the Gimli dock
of 150 feet, making it now 800 feet over all. At the end of the dock, on
which is a lighthouse, the water is 14 feet deep. The entire cost of this
dock is said to be about $32,000. The dock is largely used for fishing
boats, as well as other craft. Fishing is the chief industry of the little
village. Last fall 170 cars of frozen fish were shipped out to market. The
fish so shipped are goldeyes, tullibees, whitefish and pickerel. Most of
the fish shipped out are frozen, but some quantities are dried.
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"Around the town in little patches reclaimed from the thick forest
are farms from which a splendid supply of fresh butter and milk is to be
had, as well as garden products. The farms are operated in a rather
primitive manner, without large profits. All that seems to be desired by
the tillers of the soil is a competence and a little more. Little wheat is
grown, mixed farming on a small scale being the chief interest.
"In the strict enforcement of a municipal ordinance, every night, at
nine o'clock a curfew bell rings, and all children must be off the streets.
The by-law is enforced by a constable, and the result is that the children
of Gimli are an orderly lot, and rowdyism is a negative quantity."
"In its decision to layout the municipal park on a modern plan,
with beautiful walks and drives, and to provide a splendid baseball
ground and race track, the council is fostering a love for the beautiful
and encouraging indulgence in sport. Last year a local baseball team
wfs organized, playing on an indifferent ball ground. Slight inconveniences, however, could not keep down the sport. Gimli is situated
in the heart of a forest, extending for miles, the nearest town being
Selkirk, but still the boys played baseball among themselves, and when
they thirsted for other worlds to conquer, cast their eyes northward to
Geysir, a distance of 24 miles. Driving this distance over indifferent
roads - they lost the game to the team of that place, merely a cluster of
farms around a little post office. Even far to the north, where bleachers
are the fence rails, the game has penetrated, and tragedies such as this
are enacted."
Under the heading, "A Town of Enterprise", the page states:
"While Gimli has been visible on the map for at least 38 years, it is
still young as a municipality. Seven years ago it received its first railway
service from the C.P.R., and two years later was incorporated as a
village. At the time of incorporation Gimli was credited as a village of
500, but had no sidewalks. now several streets have been graded, and
there are three miles of sidewalks. A school building of two rooms and
another of one provide educational facilities. This is being found insufficient and next year a large building will be erected, costing about
$ 12,000:"
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"Plans of the council for this year are very ambitious. An order has
been placed for 60,000 feet of lumber for sidewalks, which will lay a
mile. A portion of this sidewalk will be laid between Loni Beach and the
village for the benefit of those who have summer cottages in that section. Grading of several streets is arranged for in the budget of this year.
First A venue and First Street north will be graded and gravelled this
year. The co~t of these improvements will be about $4,000. This
progressive spirit has been the dominant one in Gimli Municipal
policies since the village was incorporated. J. Sigurdsson held the sceptre the first year and since then H. P. Tergesen has fathered the
progressive moves of the council. From the satisfaction expressed at the
work done, it is evident that he has a stranglehold on the office."
"Since its incorporation as a village Gimfi has steadily seen increasing land values. Recently the sale was made of 80 acres of land immediately adjoining the town on the north side for $5,000. Two years
ago this property was valued at $1,500. It is the intention of the
purchasers to put it on the market as a subdivision for summer
residences, for which it is well adapted. Application has been made to
the village council to have it taken into the corporation."
"At the time of the incorporation the village was given 157 acres of
the townsite by the Dominion government. Since then a great number
of lots have been sold, while two blocks were converted into a town
park. Another is to be added to the park this year, which will give a ball
ground and race track, and plans have been prepared for an artistic
layout of the park. The balance of about 50 to 60 lots are for sale by the
town at prices from $200 to $500. These lots are 124 by 66 feet, and are
sold under restrictions."
Speaking of amenities in the town, the article continues,
"In the six general stores a wide variation of goods is carried. In
addition there are bake shops, two butcher shops, restaurant, two
barber shops and pool rooms, jewellery store, harness and shoe shops,
three livery stables, two blacksmith shops, tinshop, two licenced hotels
and one temperance, drug store with Manitoba telephone central,
railway station and telegraph, one doctor, three implement warehouses,
two lumberyards, three cordwood yards, and two churches - Unitarian
and Lutheran. During the summer months a service will be held in
English every Sunday night."
"Chief among the present needs for Gimli, as expressed by
members of the council, is a bank. Negotiations are being carried on

View from the roof of newly built Lakeview Hotel looking S. W. -
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with one of the chartered banks to establish a branch here and it is
probable they will be successful. The place is also advantageously
situated for the establishment of a match factory and a pulp mill. For
miles to the north, south, and west, stretches a forest of spruce and poplar, which would supply raw material for these industries. By the lake
an easy means of transportation is afforded, as well as by the C.P.R. In
the course of a short time the social life of Gimli will be enlivened by the
appearance of a live newspaper published in the village. The plant has
been in operation previously, but it was thrown idle. J. P. Solmundsson
is the proprietor, and will issue the Baldur. A job printing office will be
operated in connection."
A dramatic tale of a wrecked ship is included thus:
"Lying on the sand near the dock is the wreckage of what was at
one time the largest boat plying on Lake Winnipeg. The boat, which
was christened the Viking, ran into a furious storm off Gimli on its
maiden journey and was nearly wrecked on the shore. The Viking was
50 feet long, and propelled by one of the first gasoline engines in that
part of the country. Like all true gasoline engines of that day it was to
be depended on to break down at a time when it was most needed, and
after beating its way against the strength of the storm up the lake the
engine suddenly stopped when the Viking was opposite Gimli. The wind
was blowing strongly inshore and carried the helpless ship with it. Just
before it had grounded and when the passengers, numbering 15 or so,
had given up hope of being saved, the anchor caught and held the boat
during the long night. In the morning it was seen that they were off Loni
Beach, and as the storm subsided the passengers were taken off in small
boats, and later the engine was patched up and coaxed to run.
An ironical coincidence in connection with this incident is told.
A fter the gasoline engine had shown that it was useless for the work, the
boat was lengthened by 30 feet, and a steam engine installed. Some time
afterward it was anchored by the Gimli dock close to where it had had
the narrow escape on its maiden trip. A sudden storm came up, and
before the vessel could be removed to the other side of the dock, where
there was shelter, the wind was too strong. As the storm grew worse the
hawsers holding the Viking snapped and she was carried high up on
shore and broken up. There the backbone lies today with a few broken
ribs and a bit of hull to tell of the vessel that used to sail the lake."

Cel1lre Street, Gimli: Gisli Jonsson's store, Como Hotel on corner on 7th Ave. and
the C.P.R. water tank.
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EARLY COMMERCE AND CONSTRUCTION AT GIMLl
Translated by Miss S. Stefansson from the Icelandic of Gudni
Thorsteinsson, a pioneer of 1885. This section covers developments
from 1885 to 1941.
"In the fall of 1886 Johannes Hannesson moved to Gimli and
began trading in the house formeriy occupied by Rev. Jon Bjarnason.
The next spring his brother Hannes moved to Gimli, and they formed a
trading company under the name Hannesson Brothers. Petur Palsson
had a small store, but when his house burned in February, 1888, he
bought the house of the Hannesson brothers and supplied food and
lodging for travellers there. Besides, he transported people and goods
between Winnipeg, Selkirk, and Gimli in his boat. He moved to the
Argyle district in 1891, selling his property to Captain Jon Jonsson,
who later set up a store there.
In 1888 the Hannesson brothers built a large store and a house for
each of them made of concrete, spacious and distinctive for those times.
Their business was at reasonable prices and popular. They lent a great
deal and always had much in outstanding accounts which were difficult
to collect, so their profits were less than might have been expected.
These brothers constructed a little steamboat which they called the
"Osprey", but soon sold it and secured a larger one named the "Gimli".
They brought about a great improvement in transportation, but there
was no dock for mooring them. So the cargo had to be conveyed from
them piece meal on smaller craft, which did not come to shore either, so
that men had to carry the cargo in their arms to shore. Attempts were
made to construct a pier of logs, but the ice swept it away in the fall
and spring. The Hannesson brothers stopped trading in 1896, renting
their store to Olson and Co. (8. 8. Olson and S. Thorvaldsson) who had
buttermaking and a store there for two years.
Captain Jon Jonsson was the first to travel between Gimli and
Selkirk on a sailboat that he bought. In 1899 he constructed a store. In
1903 his stepson Magnus Holm received a licence to sell liquor, enlarged the building and set up a hotel. This he sold to J. G. Christie, who
constructed in addition a large and well-made building made of
concrete blocks, naming it the Lakeview Hotel, which later became the
Betel Home.
In 1899 H. P. Tergesen moved to Gimli, constructed a large and
well-made store the following year. He had an extensive business there
for many years, and his son still operates it in 1974.
In 1898 G. Thorsteinsson bought the house of Eggert Oliver and
began a small business there, but in 190 I he built the store that became
Lakeside Trading. In 1907, Sigurdson and Thorvaldsson acquired this
store and operated it until 1920 when they sold it to Th. Thordarson and
Hannes Kristjansson, who operated a large and well-conducted business
there until 1945, when they sold out to Gusti Thorkelson. (Lakeside
Trading Company burned to the ground in 1951).
On Jan. I, 1900 C. B. Julius began to trade in men's clothing in the
Travellers' Home, where formerly Sigridur Thidriksdottir had sold
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food and lodging. Julius discontinued his business and moved to
Winnipeg in 1906.
In 1899 the· government of Canada allotted a grant for the
construction of a dock at Gimli. J. J. Vopni undertook the work and
finished it in the spring of 1900. Since then the dock has been
lengthened, the harbor has been deepened, and a pier for shelter made
south of it. There is now a well-sheltered harbor there for all sizes of
boats sailing Lake Winnipeg. Oh the outer end of the dock stands a
lighthouse.
Ketill Valgardson built a store in 1904 and carried on a
considerable business there for some years. He sold it to a Jewish
merchant, J. Kronson.
A few years later it burned down.
Gudmundur E. Solmundson erected the Gimli Feed and Livery
Stables in 1906, which were later taken over by Gunnar J. Johnson.
Mr. Thorsteinsson says: "Before and after the turn of the century
construction was a large component in the employment of Gimli
people, but their principal occupation is fishing and activities directly or
indirectly related to it. Business has also created some employment.
When the Hannesson brothers were in business they purchased fish, and
about the same time Halldor Brynjolfsson and Gisli Sveinsson had a
freezing plant (cold storage) and ice-house, which added much to the
employment. In that period the fish trade was falling into the hands of
large companies based in Selkirk. They controlled the price of fish and
had an influence on government laws and regulations concerning
fishing. Through the initiative of Chris P. Paulson meetings were held
to see what could be done to improve the lot of the fishermen. It was
decided to entrust H. Armstrong with the agency for selling the catch
the next winter. The price became more stable, but the profit was small.
Thereafter Armstrong bought the fish on his own account. He proved a
true friend to the fishermen and was a good counsellor and helpful to
them in various matters. The continuation of this business was the
Armstrong-Gimli Fish Company, which for the past 20 years has had
large buildings and a packing plant on the shore south of the dock at
Gimli, with Thor Ellison as the present manager. (1941) Another fish
, company has for some years been stationed north of the dock, under
various names, but is now called the Freshwater Fisheries, under the
management of Jacob Jacobson. These companies have fishing stations
and ice-houses and trade in the goods required by fishermen around the
north of Lake Winnipeg. Most of the catch is handled by these firms."
General Survey: Mr. Thorsteinsson quotes from the "Baldur", a
periodical published at Gimli, from the May 3, 1905 issue:
"Gimli - There are now five general stores, one fruit store, two
meat markets, four cold storage plants and ice-houses, two shoemaker
shops, four carpenters' shops, one blacksmith shop, two restaurants,
one hotel, two printing shops, two churches, one large community hall,
a graded elementary school, with a high school division, a post office
with a postal money order division. and a corresponding number of
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dwellings and other social organizations, such as Sunday schools,
congregations, youth clubs, women's associations, a weekly paper, two
periodicals, a reading association, a police court, a county court, etc.,
etc."
Mr. Thorsteinsson comments that by 1940 similar establishments
were still in existence, but the printing presses and periodicals had
vanished. Magistrates who served at Gimli included: Gudni
Thorsteinsson, B. B. Olson, Gisli P. Magnusson, Kristmundur
Saemundsson, Stefan Eldjarnsson, Stephen Thorson, A. C. Baker,
and Harold Kristofferson in the 1970s.
Following the arrival of the railway in 1906 (the first train arrived
Nov, 27, 1906 at II a.m. with a host of people present, speechmaking
and great rejoicing), there was further progress.
Halldor Johnson built a bakery, Arni Thordarson a barber shop,
and J. G. Christie completed the Lakeview Hotel. Stefan Sigurdsson
built a large store building on the east side of First Avenue and. Centre
Street and carried on the business for two years. He sold it to Jacob
Greenberg, a Jewish merchant, but shortly after it burned down.
About that time Baldvin Anderson built the Icelandic Hotel,
opposite the railway station, later called the Como Hotel, and during
the years before it burned down in the early 1940s, operated under
several different owners.
Einar Olafsson, editor of "Baldur", died in 1907, and the following year the printing office with a meeting hall upstairs, burned down.
In 1909 there was much construction. The town had two
bathhouses constructed and began to lay sidewalks and sink wells, 12 in
num ber and about 100 feet deep. Telephone service was installed Sept.
22, 1909.
Gudni Thorsteinsson writes of various organizations in early days,
including libraries and churches which are covered elsewhere in this
history. He notes the arrival of Stefan B. Jonsson from Iceland, who
founded the "Framfarafelag" (Progressive Society) which he hoped to
extend to all Icelandic communities in America. "Einingin" (Unity) of
Gimli was one chapter. "Little of note took place at its meetings that
winter, but young men gained practice in expressing their views on a
public platform and from then on became rather good speakers. Next
spring Stefan left Gimli and the chapter ceased to function."
In 1898 there arose two choral groups and two women's
organizations. Mrs. C. P. Paulson formed one choral group of girls; the
other, "Gigja" (Fiddle) was founded by S. G. Thorarensen. They lasted
two or three years. "Framsokn" (Advance), the Lutheran Ladies' Aid,
was formed through the efforts of Mrs. C. P. Paulson, its first
president. It conducted gatherings for reading on Sundays when there
was no service. It did much for the congregation and the welfare of the
poor.
That same year the "Tilraun" (Endeavour) was founded by the
women of the Unitarian church, with Mrs. Ingunn Sturlaugsson as its
first president. That summer they built a large community hall which
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they named "Skjaldbreid" which for many years was the main
community hall of the town. About 1924 the Unitarian Church built the
Parish Hall, Rev. Eyolfur J. Melan took the lead in this, supervised the
construction and worked a great deal at it himself. There were many
plays and concerts in the following years, especially while Rev. Ragnar
Kvaran served as pastor on this side of the ocean, although he never had
his home in Gimli.
THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF NEW ICELAND
A memorable day in the history of Gimli was August 22, 1925the fiftieth anniversary of New Iceland, still remembered by all who
participated in the Icelandic Celebration that year as "The Great Day"
The following is a translation by Miss S. Stefansson of portions of an
article in ALMANAK 1926, published by Olafur Thorgeirsson in Winnipeg. The author is not named.
"All those who came to Gimli August 22, 1925 will agree unanimously that this commemorative celebration was by far the most impressive ever held by Icelanders on this continent. For these festivities
Providence also supplied one of the loveliest summer days that is had at
its command here on the plains, halfway between the two great oceans.
It shed its radiance over the celebration, the aged pioneers and their
descendants, who had assembled there from all quarters, and are estimated to have been fully 4,000 people ... There were two choirs, one
of 20 adults, and the other of 60 children aged 9-13. Mr. Brynjolfur
Thorlaksson prepared and conducted both of these choirs and their performance won praise from everyone. Mrs. Sveinn Bjornsson of Arborg
made their costumes, assisted by other Arborg women. The band was
from the Icelandic River in the north, and was conducted by the poet
Guttormur J. Guttormsson. Both stages and the surroundings were
decked with Icelandic and Canadian flags and other decorations, and
the Danish flag fluttered from a flagstaff there."

Combined Icelandic Choir.
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"The committee in charge had had a model constructed of one of
the flat-bottomed scows which had transported the early pioneers to
Gimli. Wagon wheels were put under the boat, if it may be so called,
and it was placed at the head of the parade which was held in the morning from the railway station to the park. In the boat were the guests of
honour, the pioneers of 1875 who were present."
"In the park the committee had had a log cabin constructed to
resemble those which had been built at Gimli in the fall of 1875. In this
hut there were a few relics from the pioneer period - a few pieces of
furniture, such as an old bedstead over which was spread an old Icelandic coverlet, an old chest from Iceland, a stove, and a spinning wheel.
There was also a small copper train-oil lamp thrust into the wall, with
animal fat and a blazing wick in it. On the east side was a tiny window
and a table below it. In one corner was a shelf with two or three Icelandic books on it.
"What attracted most attention of all that was to be seen within,
and what we must not forget to mention, was a very aged woman who
received visitors there, white-haired, cheerful, dignified, and wellinformed on many of the matters concerning colonization in this district
about which the curious guests inquired. She was one of the Icelandic
housewives who half a century before had made her home in one of the
log cabins which had then been erected in this locality. This woman was
Steinunn Grimsdottir, the widow of Jonas Stefansson from Thvera in
Skagafjordur. "
"The nationally known author Einar H. Kvaran attended this
commemorative celebration as the representative of the government of
Iceland." Representatives of the provincial government, and of Denmark, were present also. The Toast to Canada was given by Joseph
Thorson, Dean of the Manitoba Law School, and later Chief Justice of
the Exchequer Court of Canada. Professor Skuli Johnson read the Ode
to Canada. Sveinn Bjornsson, M.D., recited a poem. The Rev. Bjorn B.
Jonsson, D.D. gave the Toast to the Pioneers. Poems were read by Dr.
Sig. Jul. Johannesson, and Jon Kernested, and the choir sang a poem by
the Rev. Eyolfur Melan. Einar H. Kvaran toasted the Icelanders in
America. The Rev. Ragnar E. Kvaran gave the Toast to Iceland, and
the Rev. Jonas A. Sigurdsson gave the Ode to Iceland.
An advertisement and an article appeared in Heimskringla August
19, 1925. The half-page advertisement told of the special train chartered
to transport Icelanders from Winnipeg to Gimli and back on the Great
Day. Round trip tickets sold for $1.30 for adults and 65 cents for
children under 12. Tickets were on sale at O. S. Thorgeirsson's, 674
Sargent Avenue.
The article was entitled Remember Gimli, and pointed out that
Gimli would celebrate the 50th anniversary of Icelandic colonization on
Saturday, August 22, and that all Icelandic pioneers on the continent
were invited. A two-man committee, B. L. Baldwinson and Gudmundur
Fjeldsted, were entrust~d with meeting the train at Gimli and directing
and looking after the visitors during the day. A big parade would start
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from the station on the arrival of the train at 11 A.M. The town of
Gimli would be decked as much as possible. The Lutheran and
Federated Ladies' Aid would supply refreshments for all.
Heimskringla of August 26, 1925, describes the celebration as
follows:
"Providence could not grant a sunnier day than Saturday, August
22. Those who have faith in it have reason to believe that it was not
mere blind luck that poured such a flood of sunbeams over men's faces
and hands, and into our hearts from morning to night, that cast such a
happy light from without on the lovely old faces that the light from
within from the flame of memory was the brighter and clearer for it."
Icelanders came from all directions, and a number of states:
Dakota; Minnesota; Nebraska; Chicago, Illinois.
Congratulatory telegrams poured in:
"To E. S. Jonasson, Mayor of Gimli, by G. J. Oleson on behalf of
the Glenboro community."
"To Mr. B. Thordarson from Mayor Webb of Winnipeg, apologizing for not being able to be present, as in Ottawa on pulp and paper mill
project."
"To Mr. Fjeldsted from A. J. Johnston expressing the unity of the
Sinclair district with Gimli on this occasion."
"To Mr. B. B. Olson from Vilhjalmur Stefansson (Famed Arctic
explorer, and a former pupil of Mr. Olson).
Another newspaper article concerning the Great Day, reports that
by 1925 there were the following Icelanders in positions of distinction:
18 MLAs, two Rhodes scholars, 19 professors, 40 lawyers, 40 doctors.
In 1925 there were 16,000 Icelanders in Canada, 12,000 of them in
Manitoba.

THE GIMLI NEWS
One of the few printed sources of information about life in Gimli in
the 1930s has been found in three surviving copies of a mimeographed
publication by an enterprising school teacher and principal, G. O.
Thorsteinson, who during the summer months of 1933 printed this interesting little paper filled with advertising from local merchants, and
news items.
The first issue bore the masthead, THE GIMLI NEWS, and below
it: "A Service and News Magazine, mimeographed by the proprietors
a t First A venue and Centre Street, Gimli. By publishing this magazine
we are trying out an experiment; our object is to publish a paper that
can carry the news of the district, serve as an advertising medium for
merchants and industries, and boost the town of Gimli for its own sake
and as a summer resort . . . . " Readers were asked for their support.
Issues were undated, unfortunately, but the latest one we were able
to locate bore the title THE GIMLI-BIFROST TIMES, and the date
Oct. 23, 1933.
The first issue reported the Icelandic Celebration Aug. 7, at which
between 4,000 and 5,000 people were present, among intermittent
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showers. The Gimli athletic club won the Oddson Shield, and individual
stars were Eric Stefanson of the Lundar club (now a long-time Gimli
resident and former M.P.) and Dori Holm, who won the lOa-yard and
200-yard dash and placed second in the quarter-mile. Mrs. W. J. Lindal
was Fjallkona, guest speakers were Rev. R. E. Kvaran, and Dr. B. J.
Brandson, and guests included Premier John Bracken and Mayor
Ralph Webb of Winnipeg. The chairman was Dr. Agust Blondal, and
this was the first year the backdrops of Iceland by F. Swanson were
used. Honour was paid to the still-remaining early pioneers. Many distinguished guests were present, and a boatload of visitors arrived from
Big (Hecla) Island.
In another item, the Gimli Women's Institute hosted a visit from
institutes from Balmoral and Inwood, with Mrs. H. R. Lawson, Gimli
president, in charge of the welcome.
One of the liveliest businesses advertised was Dick's Hot Dog
Stand, operated by Dick Vopni, which catered to various young
people's gatherings, even bringing out radio personalities from CK Yin
Winnipeg.
An exciting story is told of a surfboard race in which Oscar
Solmundson and Dick Vopni set a record by surf-boarding from Gimli
to Grand Beach across the lake in one hour and 55 minutes, riding
behind the motorship Albatross, operated by Captain Ed Rabanick and
his brother Herman, engineer.
Gimli softball team, in the West Shore League, comprised of five
teams, ended up on top that season.
The Gimli Women's Institute and the United Farm Women sponsored a canning demonstration by Miss Margaret Calder of the Extension service, held at the school, followed by a silver tea. Proceeds were
for the dental clinic.
A report on fishing revealed that catches were poor that year, and
prices very low, from a cent and a half a pound for yellows (pickerel)
and three cents a pound for whitefish. Fishermen returned home poorer
than they left. We quote: "The provincial government has extended the
limit, formerly of three million pounds, to four million pounds, on Lake
Winnipeg North. This extension was granted on the condition that the
fishermen be paid four cents a pound after the 17th of July until the
limit would be reached. The trouble regarding the price and distribution
of Manitoba fish is engaging the attention of the provincial government. It is hoped that some definite headway will be made in getting to
the root of this difficulty."
Advertising gives interesting highlights of life in those depression
days. Anderson's Meats offered ham at 12 cents a pound, shoulder of
lamb, ten cents a pound, new potatoes, ten pounds for 25 cents; pure
pork sausage, ten cents a pound, and shoulder of milk-fed veal, six cents
a pound.
H. P. Tergesen advertised general wares, in three stores, a northend one for the convenience of campers, with delivery throughout the
district. Its chief competitor, Lakeside Trading Company, across the
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corner, also had a north-end summer store, and advertised lumber
"under city prices."
Other 1933 businesses which advertised included C. Greenberg, Ice
and Wood, and Cottage Rentals and Gimli Transfer to Winnipeg;
Stoney's Barber Shop . . . Cigars, Cigarettes and Tobaccos; King's
Cafe, operated by King Yee; Gimli Garage; Lyngdal and Bjarnason,
General Merchants; A. L. Holm Barbershop; Watchmaker and
Jeweller; B. Thordarson, Real Estate; Central Bakery, Herman Epp,
Prop.; P. Magnusson, Dealer in Lime, Cement, and Brick, Contractor
in House-moving and Lifting; Highway Garage, Helgason and
Magnusson; Pier Billiard Parlour, J. Thordarson, Prop.
Julius Solmundson conducted the most versatile business, including a butcher shop, wholesale lifestock dealer, buying hides and
furs; ice and wood sale; taxi service, rental agent for cottages, as well as
offering lots for sale. Advertising his taxi he wrote: "This is a rule that
will take you far, if you will only mind it; never pass before Sol's taxi
car, you'll find more room behind it."
Tergesen Drugs offered burnt-leather Gimli souvenirs, while the
Como Hotel, operated by J. Thorsteinsson, offered American style
rooms. The M.S. Albatross operated by the enterprising Russian
brothers, Ed and Herman Rabanick, advertised aqua-planing and joyriding from the Gimli pier, adults, 25 cents, children, ten cents; and
special trips across the lake for $1.00 per person.
Advertisements were imaginative and many included sketches of
buildings, cars, and people.
Mr. Thorsteinson printed his little paper in a cubbyhole of a room
at the rear of the old telephone office on First A venue (present location
of Lake Inn). He had four sons, one of whom was Larry Thor, a well
known Hollywood movie star.

The M. S. Albatross.
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NOTES ON GIMLI IN THE 1950's
1951
In 1951, reports the LAKE WINNIPEG ARGUS, the ninth census was taken of the population of cities, towns, and incorporated
villages. The Town of GimIi showed a total of 1,406 persons, compared
with a population of 853 in 1941, and 850 in 1946.
The district surrounding Gimli, including South Beach, Loni
Beach, and Range 4, Township 19, showed a total of 521 residents.
Bill Chopek was census taker for the town, and Stefan Eldjarnsson
for the rural areas.
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Gimli schools opened August 30 that year, with Mr. J. P. Packota
as principal of the new GimIi Collegiate Institute, teachers being Miss
S. Stefansson, Mr. H. Bally, Miss J. E. Bashford, and Mr. R. A. Olafson. Principal of the GimIi Elementary School was Mr. J. C. Gottfried,
with staff members Mr. Peter Susky, Mr. A. A. Roehl, Mrs. M. C.
Bullock, Miss Ethel Greenberg, Miss Ljotun Thorsteinsson, Miss E.
Magnusson, and Miss J. V. Thordarson.
A chesterfield and chair were donated for the Collegiate teachers'
room by the Gimli Women's Institute, with proceeds from the school
opening tea.
School board members were Dr. A. B. Ingimundson, chairman,
Mr. Harold Bjarnason, Mr. Fred Bergman, and new members Mr. F.
G. Sigmundson and Mr. J. T. Amason.
Manitoba schools were closed for the day on Tuesday, October 9,
to permit school children to go to see Princess Elizabeth and the Duke
of Edinburgh when they visited Winnipeg. The day turned out to be disappointing for many, as an unseasonable snowstorm prevented many
rural people from venturing to the city to see the Princess and her husband.
A t a Gimli council meeting, Lots 42-56 and 89-96 between Second
and Third Streets north, and Sixth and Seventh Avenues, were reserved
for playgrounds (They were never used for this purpose).
The above notes came from one of the final issues of the Lake Winnip~g Argus before it was amalgamated with the Selkirk Enterprise, by
new owners.

Gimli in 1953. A year-end review from THE SELKIRK ENTERPRISE, written by Ethel Howard.
In January, Professor Finnbogi Gudmundsson of the University of
Manitoba began to teach a course in Icelandic literature in Gimli. The
Gimli Kinette Club celebrated its first birthday party with Selkirk
Kinettes as guests.
18 babies were born at Johnson Memorial Hospital in January,
with the baby daughter of M r. and Mrs. Frank Lelko of Ames being
the New Year's baby, born Jan. I.
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Dave Veitch of Petersfield swept the Gimli bunspiel to win several
prizes and the grand aggregate.
The Falcon Cafe and Ted Luschinski's Grocery Store were
destroyed in a spectacular early evening fire.
Arni Thordarson, pioneer barber and active citizen, celebrated his
94th birthday at the Betel Home.
The Kinsmen Club held its third birthday party at the Minerva
Hall in February.
H. P. Tergesen, pioneer merchant and former mayor, who arrived
at Gimli in 1899, was 90 years of age.
In March, $932 was collected in Gimli for European Flood Relief.
150 persons donated blood at a Red Cross Blood Donor Clinic.
The Gimli senior hockey team defeated Riverton to win the Thorvaldson Trophy.
Mrs. Johanna Stevens, early settler and mother of a large Gimli
family, died at the age of 86.
Egill Egilson, father of Gimli's mayor, was 91.
The Gimli hockey team went on to win the Karsin Trophy,
emblematic of the Interlake championship.
In April, the Gimli Lutheran congregation began tearing down
their little 1907 church to build a new one. In May, ground was broken,
and the second annual Fishermen's Festival was broadcast over Radio
Station CKRC.
1541 persons received free chest X -rays.
A dinner was held by the Chamber of Commerce to mark the
opening of the New Falcon Cafe.
In June, Gimli saw its first circus come to town.
Dr. S. O. Thompson was elected M.L.A. for Gimli.
July saw 35 babies born at Johnson Memorial Hospital. M. J.
Coldwell, New Democratic Party national leader, addressed a large
gathering at Gimli.
In August, Miss Jorun V. Thordarson was Maid of the Mountains
at the 64th annual Icelandic Celebration.
R. J. Wood was elected M.P. for Selkirk.
A Thailand official visited the Gimli Fishery.
Tani Bjornsson, of Seattle, noted Icelandic singer, gave a recital at
Gimli.
September saw the election of many local executives of
organizations. The cornerstone was laid for the new Gimli Lutheran
Church.
Bergman Motors was sold to the Cherniak Brothers, Peter and
Nestor.
In October, Kelly Thorkelson reported finding bones of a strange
nature north of Gimli, which he felt were pre-historic.
A school trustees regional convention was held at Gimli, addressed
by the Hon. W. C. Miller, Minister of Education, and by B. Scott
Bateman.
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In November, a noted Icelandic soprano, Gudmunda Eliasdottir,
appeared in recital at Gimli.
A travelling library was established by the Gimli Women's
Institute.
The R.C.A.F. Station was changed to a jet training station.
An Icelandic play, HAPPID, was presented by the Icelandic
National League.
In December, eight T-33 Silver Star jets flew from Gimli to
Chatham, N.B.
A $25,000 four-sheet curling rink was opened by the Gimli Curling
Club.
The opening service of the new Lutheran Church had pioneer
Pastor Dr. Runolfur Marteinsson and the Rev. Dr. V. J. Eylands,
Icelandic Synod president, as guest speakers.
Sergeant W. Beaton was elected first mayor of the Aspen Park
married quarters of the R.C.A.F. Station.

*

*

*

1954
Scotty Harper, veteran Free Press curling reporter, visited the first
bonspiel held in the new curling rink.
"Ginger" Bacon, Air Force candidate, was chosen as carnival
queen, with Inga Stevens and Lorraine Larusson as princesses.
Violet Einarson's rink won the ladies' bonspiel.
The first wings parade for jet pilots was held Feb. 5.
As a result of a St. Johns Ambulance Home Nursing Course
taught by Mrs. C. R. Scribner and Sister Superior Adeline of Johnson
Memorial Hospital, 48 women and girls received diplomas, and 5041f2
hours of volunteer nursing assistance and 19 1/2 hours of sewing were
donated to the hospital by these graduates.
Arni Thordarson, pioneer barber, passed away at 95 years.
The Gimli Royals, combined senior hockey team under R.C.A.F.
leadership, won the Karsin Trophy. Gimli Bantams advanced to the
provincial semi-finals, losing out to Roland.
The Legion collected $400 for the Red Cross, while the Kinsmen
sponsored a Red Cross blood donor clinic, and raised $1900 for crippled children through the sale of Easter Seals.
The chimes for the new Lutheran church were dedicated in
memory of Hrolfur Sigurdson, donated by his widow.
In May, the four traditional dances opened the season at the Park
Pavilion: the Old Timers' Dance, the Fish Packers Ball, the Legion
Dance, and the Kin Frolic.
The Women's Institute, assisted by other organizations, honoured
Miss S. Stefansson with a tea at the Collegiate, donating a set of Encyclopaedia Britannica to the Collegiate in her honour.
The Interlake Chamber of Commerce convention was held at
Gimli, chaired by H. H. Austman, with the Hon. R. D. Robertson as
guest speaker.
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The Winnipeg District Women's Institute held its annual convention at Gimli.
Angela Pistawka was class valedictorian for the ten high school
graduates.
A severe storm on June 7 uprooted more than 40 giant spruce trees
in the Gimli Park, and interrupted hydro and telephone service.
M. S. Goldfield began another season on the lake, with new steel
ribs.
The Ukrainian Catholic Diocese opened Ukrainian Park, a
summer camp, on the grounds north of Camp Morton formerly owned
by Col. and Mrs. Hunter Young.
The Kinsmen Club opened a playground, supervised by G. O.
Gislason.
Touring teachers visited Gimli, and were taken on a tour of the
town. His Grace Archbishop Pocock visited the area.
The Unitarian Church put the old Parish Hall up for sale.
A feature of the 65th annual Islendingadagurinn was the revival
of Giima, Icelandic wrestling.
G imli suffered an invasion of army worms, and more fish flies than
usual.
The summer was a chilly one.
The W.I. travelling library was popular.
Eight ministers assisted in the dedication of the new Lutheran
Church.
B. V. Arnason and A. E. Shewaga tied for the ward 4 council seat,
with B. V. Arnason declared the victor in the recount. Kjartan
Geirholm edged out Dr. F. E. Scribner by a narrow margin in the other
ward election.
Fru Gudmunda Eliasdottir paid a return visit to Gimli on a concert
tour.
"Brodie" Thordarson was appointed district supervisor for the
Manitoba Power Commission.
Events in October included the annual Good Neighbours Masquerade Ball and the W.I. Hallowe'en party at the school for the
children.
The W.I. hosted the Dugald Fashion Review, and held a rummage
sale.
The Good Neighbours donated $30 to the school for play equipment.
G. S. Thorvaldson, president of the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce, was guest speaker at the Gimli Chamber of Commerce
Ladies' Night.
Gus Romaniuk of Riverton wrote a book on his pioneer experiences, TAKING ROOT IN CANADA.
During the year, 248 babies were born at Johnson Memorial
Hospital.

*

*
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GIMLI BUSINESS IN 1955
Mrs. Sylvia Kardal, daughter of Gudni Thorsteinsson, listed the
following places of business in Gimli by 1955.
1940 Imperial Bank of
One Hardware store
Canada.
Three radio and electrical stores
1945 - Gimli Hotel
Four garages
1946 - Gimli Theatre (seating
Two Tailors
capacity 400)
One Bedding and Upholstery
Dairy and Pasteurization Plant
Billiards
Tip Top Meat Market and Frozen
Two Shoemaker Shops
Food Locker
One Photographer
About ten general and self-serve
Two Blacksmith shops
stores
Two Beauty Parlours
Drug Store
Gimli Transfer (Dominion-wide)
Three cafes
One dress shop.

1956
Harold Dalman was elected chairman of the Gimli school board.
The Icelandic communities launched a campaign to raise $130,000
to build a new Betel Home.
Charlie Amason won the Gimli bonspiel.
The annual report of the Lutheran Church showed that half of the
original debt of $85,000 was paid, two years later.
Mrs. Kristin Thorsteinsson was elected president of the Gimli
chapter, Icelandic National' League.
Violet Einarson's rink won the Gimli ladies' bonspiel.
Jenny Shymko was queen of the carnival.
The farm home of Mr. and Mrs. John Chudd Jr. was destroyed by
fire.
Harold Dalman was elected head of the skating rink committee.
Sigurjon Isfeld was 81 on April 25.
The children of the late Mrs. Ingibjorg Magnusson presented a
curling trophy in her memory to the ladies curling club, which was won
for the first time by her sister, Mrs. Sigga Magnusson.
The prize-winning play, In the Wake of the Storm, was presented
by the Jon Sigurdson Chapter of the l.O.D.E.
Mickey Beauchemin was elected president of both the Gimli
Legion and the Kinsmen Club.
The federal government offered to repair the breakwater provided
local authorities promised to look after all maintenance.
Nineteen young people graduated from Grade 12, the largest class
to date.
Leaving Gimli that year were Mrs. Grace Thorkelson, an honorary
life member of the Good Neighbours, which she had helped to organize,
and Mr. and Mrs. Eric Orton, a very active couple in the community.
Gimli Kinsmen offered to buy life-saving equipment for the Gimli
dock, and began a campaign to buy an ambulance.
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Gilbert Eaton launched his new boat, the Penguin IV.
John Cherniak, former reeve of the R.M. of Gimli, and W. H.
Sumpter, well known local gardener, passed away.
AlI 1956 profits of the Icelandic Celebration were turned over to
the Betel Building Fund, as was also the proceeds of$2400 raised by the
Kinsmen at a giant Kingo.
An old landmark, the log cabin of Mrs. Johanna Cooney, was torn
down.
Ukrainian Catholics in town began the project to build a church.
Underwood, McLellan, and Associates surveyed the town for
waterworks.
Ground was broken for the new addition to the Betel Home Sept.
23.
The Canadian Pacific Railway curtailed service to Gimli by replacing the daily diesel passenger train with a mixed train three times a
week.
Gimli Telephone office received the second annual award for best
kept premises in the district and second best in the province.
Norman Wright, principal of Gimli Collegiate, became seriously
ill, and was unable to return to his position, and passed away early in
the folIowing year.
There was an average of 24 babies per month born at Johnson
Memorial Hospital, including several sets of twins.
THE HISTORY OF CANADIAN FORCES BASE GIMLI
Next to the first arrival of the Icelanders at Gimli in 1875, it is
possible that no other event had a greater impact on this community
than the establishment of an air base by the Department of National
Defence, three miles west of the town. For 28 years this base contributed much to Gimli, in population, expansion, and development.
Hundreds of Gimli young people mingled with children from many
parts of Canada and the world, and many of them inter-married and
travelled to other parts of Canada as well as Europe. Their contact with
these friends from other parts served to broaden their views and expand
their knowledge.
Gimli's association with the R.C.A.F. began in September, 1943,
when Number 18 Service Flying Training School opened to train pilots
from the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. The school built up
to a strength of 1,337 officers, airmen, and civilians, including 240
trainees, and was the largest school in Manitoba. A total of 622 pilots
graduated from 18 S.F.T.S. for the war effort.
Early in June, 1945, 18 S.F.T.S. was disbanded and it re-formed at
Souris, Man. Gimli was then chosen as the site for the Number 1 Pilot
Conversion School to train Captain-Pilots for the Pacific phase of the
war. However, the project barely got airborne when it became unnecessary, as hostilities had ceased. This left one unit at Gimli; Number
1 Winter and Experimental and Training Flight, which was moved to
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Official opening. CFB.

Edmonton on Oct. 1, 1945. It then became a Reserve Equipment
Maintenance Satellite first for Number 3 R.E.M. Unit at Carberry,
which cared for 27 B-25 Mitchell Bombers stored there, and then of
Number 10 Repair Depot at Calgary.
In the post-war period Gimli was used as a summer camp for auxiliary squadrons flying various aircraft, and for Air Cadets. The base
was continually occupied by a maintenance staff, which kept the
buildings in good condition.
The expansion of the R.C.A.F. as a result of the the growing tension in the international situation made it necessary to form additional
flying training schools. Gimli was re-activated in October, 1950, and officially opened in December, 1950. At the same time Number 2 Flying
Training School was formed to train pilots on the Harvard, a 550 horsepower single engine tandem trainer. Its weight empty was 4271 pounds,
and loaded, 5617 pounds. Its maximum speed was 212 miles per hour
and its cruise speed 146 miles per hour. It has a wing span of 42 feet, is
29 feet long, and 11 feet 8 1/2 inches high.
The new units were administered by Training Command and then
through 14 Training Group after August 1, 1951. Wing Commander
(later Group Captain) M. Lipton, A.F.C., C.D., took over command of
the station on Jan. 15, 1951, and remained until July 15, 1952, when he
was posted to R.C.A.F. Staff College. Wing Commander G. A.
Falkins, A.F.C. took temporary command until Group Captain B. D.
Richer, D.F.C., C.D., the new Commanding Officer, arrived on Sept. 2,
1952. Three years later, on Aug. 25, 1955, he was succeeded by Group
Captain C. G. Ruttan, D.S.O., C.D.
The first of the pilot trainees arrived at Gimli on Jan. 5, 1951, and
graduated on Sept. 7, 1952. The first course consisted solely of 62
Canadians, but the second course which graduated in October, 1951,
contained 25 Royal Air Force trainees from Britain. In succeeding
courses trainees arrived from Belgium, Denmark, France, Italy, and
The Netherlands, Norway, and Turkey. Some R.C.N. pilots were also
trained at Gimli.
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In June, 1953, Number 2 F.T.S. moved with its Harvards to
Moose Jaw, and Gimli became the centre for Advanced Flying Training
on jets. Number 3 Advanced Flying School received its first T-33 Silver
Star jet trainer on Aug. 21, 1953, and on Feb. 5, 1954 the first NATO
course to graduate received their wings. To meet the need of trained
personnel necessary to repair and maintain the T-33, Number 7 Field
Technical Training Unit was formed at Gimli on Oct. 15, 1953.
The T-33 is powered by a single Rolls Royce Nene 10 turbojet
engine producing 5100 pounds of thrust. It is capable of speeds up to
585 miles per hour. The maximum weight is 16,800 pounds and its wing
span is 37 feet, 8.6 inches, height 11 feet 8 inches.
Throughout the 50s and early 60s, Gimli trained pilots in the advanced phase using the T-33. Pilots had already completed courses in
basic flying using piston aircraft and Gimli provided their first training
on jets. In the late fall of 1964, all-jet training was introduced into the
Canadian Forces.
In August of 1964, the Tutor basic jet trainer arrived at Gimli. As
Gimli was no longer solely concerned with advanced training and the
base was now assuming a role in basic flying training, it became
Number 1 Flying Training School. Both the T-33 and the Tutor were
used from that time till the Base closed in 1971.
In 1967 Canadian Forces Base Gimli had a military strength of
about 900 and 250 civilians from the surrounding area. Its annual
payroll for military and civilian personnel was more than $4,200,000.00. While the Canadian Forces Base at Gimli has 193 permanent
married quarters, 222 families were living in the Town of Gimli and surrounding areas. The payroll and the families had a favourable influence
in the economy of Gimli and the Interlake region. The payroll was only
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Tudor Plane.

one expenditure of the Base. $292,000.00 was spent annually on the
repair and upkeep of the base, and another $500,000.00 spent on such
things as fuel, sanitation, and food.
When the Gimli Canadian Forces Base was closing in 1971, Captain Jim Schultz compiled a history of it, for the base newspaper, Framfari. We shall quote from this history here below: "Over the years hundreds of air cadets got their first real taste of the drill square and their
first close look at real airplanes and flying at Gimli. Summer camp
training for air cadets commenced in the immediate postwar period and
continued until August, 1970, when ten air cadets graduated as private
pilots on the Cessna aircraft of the Gimli Flying Club.
"The first accidents involving Harvard trainers occurred in April
and May, 1951. There were six accidents in April, and eleven in May.
Flying Officer J. Collins was killed when his Harvard crashed 21f2 miles
north of Gimli on April 26, and Cadet V. D. Zimmerman died in a
crash at Pleasant Home, May 25.
"The Prime Minister, the Right Honourable Louis St. Laurent, his
daughter Lora, the Hon. Stewart Garson, Jack Pickersgill, Dr. Samson, and Mr. Asselin, visited the Base on Aug. 3, 1951. The Prime
Minister also toured Gimli and Pleasant Home that day. The next day,
the Honourable Brooke Claxton, Minister of National Defence, Air
Vice-Marshal H. L. Campbell, C.B.E., C.D., and party, inspected and
toured the station. Later that month the Right Honourable Arthur
Henderson, U.K. Secretary of State for Air, visited the station.
Distinguished visitors during 1952 included Col. G. Andrier,
French Air Attache, Ottawa; Air Chief Marchal Cochrane, Vice-Chief
of Air Staff, R.A.F., Air Commodore Revington, senior liaison officer,
and Air Commodore Bryans, group commander of 14 Training Group,
Winnipeg; Viscount Fenchard, Marshal of the Royal Air Force.
"Squadron Leader D. K. Burke and Flying Officer C. E. Back
demonstrated aerobatics for a large crowd on Air Force Day, June 14,
1952."
"By this time, recreation facilities were taking shape. On June 10,
Captain M. Lipton opened the new bowling alleys in the recreation centre, and three weeks later, the snack bar."
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To alleviate the crowded condition of Gimli schools, Goulding
School was opened at Aspen Park, the married quarters, on Sept. 15,
1952. Named for the late Group Captain A. G. Goulding. At first
almost all air force children attended the elementary grades there, those
in town being transported by bus. In later years, those dependents living
in the town of Gimli were required to attend the Gimli School.
On Oct. 22, 1952, a 20-piece station band was formed.
"Station Gimli received a new "Facsimile Recorder" on Sept. 8,
1953, marking a significant advance in meteorological equipment for
the base. Station Meteorological Officer Verne Benedictson was in
charge of the meteorological section at that time."
"Wing Commander N. Burden, Sergeant M. R. Drabik, and
Sergeant C. Morin were awarded the Canadian Forces Decoration for
long and meritorious service in November, 1953."
"Aspen Park set up its own local government with Flight Sergeant
William Beaton as mayor, on Dec. 11, 1953. Festivities included a
Christmas party for the children, and officers and senior noncommissioned officers serving the airmen their Christmas dinner. Both
events became traditions."
"Three fatal accidents occurred in 1954. On Feb. 26, Pilot Officer
C. P. Bell, R.A.F. crashed into the frozen ice of Lake Winnipeg. On
April 26, Pilot Officer H. E. Phillips R.C.A.F. was killed in a crash on
take-off. On April 27, Pilot Officer B. E. Haskins, R.A.F.,was killed
when he crashed on Lake Manitoba.
"Leading Airwoman Edith (Ginger) Bacon, a medical assistant,
won the annual competition for Queen of the Gimli Ice Carnival on
Feb. 26, 1954."
The R.C.A.F. Royals Hockey Team wound up a successful season
by winning the Karsin Trophy, emblematic of hockey supremacy in the
Interlake. It was presented by Mayor Barney Egilson at the final game
March 19. The Royals also won the Thorvaldson trophy for the Lake
Winnipeg district.
In 1954 Flying Officer J. Dickie was elected mayor of Aspen Park.
With 255 registered students at Goulding School, plans were made for
its enlargement.
In a serious accident Oct. 21, 1954, involving a mid-air collision,
Flight Lieutenant C. Fletcher and Flying Officer T. D. Wheeler were
killed, and Sergeant C. eiret of the French Air Force parachuted to
safety 50 miles north of Gimli on the shore of Lake Winnipeg. A
successful para-jump was carried out by para-rescue personnel to assist
Sergeant Ciret.
"In a number of accidents in the early part of 1955, there were no
fatalities. On Jan. 29 a T-33 flown by F. O. P. K. Bradley and F. O. J.
L. Nelson was reported missing on a cross-country flight to Vancouver.
Despite full-scale search efforts which continued into February, there is
nothing to indicate that any trace was found of their craft."
"On March 17, 1955, Sergeant G. P. Fradet was fatally injured
when his T-33 crashed into Lake Winnipeg seven miles east of Win141

nipeg Beach during a night flying exercise. On March 29, Private T. R.
Drechsler, Royal Norwegian Air Force, crashed and died near Gypsum ville. "
"On April 22, 1954, an emergency train service was instigated
from the Station to the Town, due to nearly impassable road conditions, which lasted for a week. Extreme flooding conditions at the
base were alleviated by sandbagging the north side of the Fraserwood
road."
On April 7, during a graduation, a formation of T-33's from the
RCAF Station at Portage la Prairie met with disaster while crossing the
Gimli airfield. Two aircraft collided after which one exploded in midair and the other crashed on the infield. Both occupants were killed.
On April 12, the crash of a T-33 near Libau killed student pilot
Second Lieutenant H. O. Steen Mathison of the Norwegian Air Force.
The Governor-General of Canada, the Right Honourable Vincent
Massey, and Air-Vice-Marshal the Earl of Bandon, C.B., C.V.O.
D.S.O., toured the Station.
"The Station Band placed third in the Street Marching competition at the International Band Festival at Moose Jaw May 26, 1955."
A group of 17 NATO journalists from countries in NATO visited
the Station on May 31.
"Poor roads on Air Force Day kept the crowds down to 1100
people."
"On July 11, Leading Aircraftsman Cameron won the first annual
swim meet from two miles north of the north point, to the Gimli pier, in
one hour and two minutes."
On July 25, Pilot Officer H. F. Walsh was lost in his T-33 and
never found.
On Nov. 23, S. Matiachuk, civilian, was slightly injured by a taxiing aircraft piloted by Sergeant Genestre of the French Air Force, who
was unaware of the accident until informed later. The next day
Sergeant Genestre was killed when his T-33 crashed on Lake Winnipeg
near Hecla Island.
Crashes in February and March, 1956, took the lives of Pilot Officer Brian R. Silk and Corporal R. L. Dornic.
Flying Officer J. W. Sandford, who despite zero-zero weather conditions over Ontario, took off alone to attend his mother's funeral at
Hamilton, Ontario, was reported missing after bailing out over Lake
Ontario. No trace was found of either pilot or aircraft.
Pilot Officer G.A.P. Moore R.C.A.F. crashed on Lake Winnipeg
April 9, his aircraft disintegrating on impact.
On May 29 two T-33s crashed near Netley, killing Flying Officer
J. D. Young, Second Lieutenant E. Sutas, and Sergeant J. G. Mastes.
Air Force Day June 9, 1956, with a temperature of95, was enjoyed
by 3000 people.
On Nov. 13, 1956, Air Vice-Marshal J. G. Kerr, A.F.C., C.D.,
A.M.P., visited Gimli, and the Commanding Officer announced later
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that Station Gimli had been awarded the Air Marshal SIemon trophy
for the best all-round station in 14 Training Group.
August 27, Second Lieutenant O. Erman, a Turkish NATO Student, was killed in a solo flight 5 V2 miles south of Gimli.
On August 30, four F-86 Sabres arrived at Gimli for a fast turnaround, which put them back in the air in less than ten minutes. The
object of the trip was to determine how fast the R.C.A.F. could fly from
Vancouver to Shearwater, Nova Scotia. The first section made it in five
hours, 30 seconds.
In 1956, the airmen and airwomen began their pleasant policy of
entertaining residents of the Betel Home in December, with a Christmas dinner at their Mess. For those unable to go out, the same dinner
was delivered to the Home. In later years, the entire meal was served at
the Betel Home.
On April 29, 1957, Sergeant J. H. M. Zwarteveen, Royal
Netherlands Air Force, was fatally injured in a crash 1'h miles north of
Bender, Man.
In May, the station Drama Club, Lake Centre Players, directed by
Flight Lieutenant A. F. MacKell, learned they had received top awards
in several categories for their part in the 14 TRG GP competition.
On Feb. 28, 1958, the Honourable G. R. Pearkes, Minister of
National Defence, and Mrs. Pearkes, were met by a 50-man Honour
Guard and a fly past.
His Excellency, Prince Bernhard of The Netherlands visited Gimli
May 8, 1958, accompanied by a number of high ranking officers of the
R.C.A.F. A 100-man Honour Guard met the Prince, followed by a
march past and a fly past. Prince Bernhard presented wings to the six
R.NETH A. F. graduate pilots.
For many months, Gimli was free of fatalities, until March 2,
1959, when Flight Cadet Rore Haukeland of Norway died on a solo exercise three miles north of Riverton. On March 9, two instructors, Flying Officer G. S. Graham and Flight Lieutenant F. L. Fine were killed
near Birds Hill while practising instrument flying.
On July 23, a good turnout of military and civilian personnel enjoyed a performance by the Golden Hawks.
Two students, Flight Cadet L. P. Proch uk, RCAF, and Sergeant
R. Petersen, R.Den. A.F. crashed on Hecla Island.
On May 27, 1960, His Excellency J. Knox, Danish Ambassador to
Canada, and Mrs. Knox, accompanied by the Danish Consul Mr.
Jorgensen and R.D.A.F. Liaison Officer Major Rasmussen, visited
Gimli.
On June 25 of that year Squadron Leader W. H. Bliss led a formation of T -33s in a fly past of the Manitoba Legislative Building for the
opening ceremonies of the Red River Exhibition, and repeated it for
Armed Forces Day at the exhibition grounds.
"Flying time during winter months now averaged about 1500
hours per month, with average serviceability of 70%."
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"On March 26, 1961, the station hockey team won the final
playoffs in the Lake Winnipeg Hockey League."
"On Sept. 17, 1961, the President of Iceland, Dr. Asgeir
Asgeirsson, and Mrs. Asgeirsson, visited Station Gimli."
"On Nov. 14. Group Captain Studer threw the first rock to mark
the installation of artificial ice in the Station curling rink."
On Feb. 27, 1962, a 15lj2 month, 25,000 hour accident-free period
ended with structural damage being sustained by a T-33, without loss of
life.
Flying-Officer P. D. McLaren lost his life in a crash soon after.
On June 18, 1962, Flight Lieutenant R. L. MacDonald and Flying
Officer C. G. Leadbeater, both pilots, were reported overdue on an excursion in an 18-ft. sailboat. It was believed they were victims of a
violent thunderstorm which struck two hours after they had planned to
return. Their bodies were recovered June 20, with life jackets attached.
"On Oct. 1, 1962, the complete Central Flying School Unit from
R.C.A.F. Station Saskatoon moved to Gimli, bringing about 220 service personnel into the area."
"1963 saw RCAF Station Gimli supporting numerous air shows
all over the country. The T-33 aerobatic team, the Gimli Smokers, participated in the Ottawa Air Force Day show on June 8, the Gimli Air
Show June 18, the Air Show at Winnipeg on the retirement of Air ViceMarshal Carscallen, A.C.C. Training Command, July 15, and at the
Air Show at the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto August 26 to
September 2. In addition the R.C.A.F. Letters team composed ofT-33s
from Gimli and Portage la Prairie took part in the Canadian International Air Show August 29-30."
On August 21, Air Force Day was held at Gimli, with a
programme consisting of the Gimli Smokers, the Goldy Locks from
Moose Jaw, the Red Knight, and the Golden Hawks. Thousands of
spectators watched in stunned silence as the Red Knight, in his red T33, Flight Lieutenant Bud Morin, crashed in flames on the field before
their eyes, while performing a Cuban 8.
"Following an accident April 9, 1963, when Flying Officer Wayne
Mackenzie ejected while flying a routine air test, landing in a swamp six
miles northwest of Teulon, Squadron Leader Sherwood rose to the occasion by borrowing a farm horse and gallantly riding into the swamp
to effect a rescue."
Flying Officer D. P. Sankey lost his life May 13 near Arborg. "On
June 2, 1963, word was received that R.C.A.F. station Gimli has been
designated a permanent station, which was considered a great morale
lifter, after a long period of indecision, not only for the station but for
the surrounding community."
There was considerable change during the last seven years of
C.F.B. Gimli, but the Tutor plane remained in use till March 18, 1970,
when Lieutenant J. J. Bineau and his instructor, Major G. J. Akamoto
flew the last student mission on this aircraft."
Despite the proximity of the air station, and the thousands of hours
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of flying time spent in the air near Gimli, only once did an aircraft crash
within the town limits, and then with only a minimum of damage. In July, 1970, a T-33 flown by an instructor became impossible to land or
control. The pilot succeeded in steering his craft away from the most
heavily settled area, and bailed out safely. The aircraft came to rest at
the rear of North American Lumberyard, on Centre Street near the
Number 9 Highway. Miraculously it landed in the empty field just
behind the large frame lumber sheds, and less than 100 feet away from
the highly flammable gas and oil tanks at the Shell bulk station. The
Gimli volunteer fire department was at the scene in moments, and had
the burning plane under control before the station fire trucks arrived.
The station fire truck became mired in mud when it attempted to approach the plane and had to be towed away. What could have been a
disaster ended in only a minor damage to a small shed.

Col. Dunlop, Prim!' Minister P. E. Trudeau, and Hon. James Richardson; Minister
oj Supply and Services.

Closure of Canadian Force Base Gimli.
The announcement on August 27, 1970, that the Canadian Forces
Base at Gimli would close forever exactly a year later, came as a stunning shock to Gimli residents. A few brief years earlier, statements
made by officials had encouraged local people to proceed with housing
and commercial developments because it was felt that the station was to
become a permanent one at last. A letter from the Hon. Lucien Jardin,
Associate Minister of National Defence, to Eric Stefanson, M,P. for
Selkirk, in 1964, ha9 indicated a continuing programme for the base.
In March, 1967, Group Captain M. H. Dooher, base commander,
had told a visiting group of newsmen that the town could expect further
industrial life in the form of a ten million dollar building programme on
the Gimli base, to be spaced out over the next four years during which
most of the buildings would be re-built, and that the base would almost
certainly be permanent, because it was the busiest airport in Canada
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and had unlimited flying space to the north. The goverment had just
spent $8 million on a new runway plus a new control tower and had
already started on the building programme.
In addition, a three million dollar housing development was being
constructed by a Winnipeg real estate firm, with government
guarantees for ten years' rent, as housing for air force personnel. On
January 1, 1968, a contract was signed between the Evergreen Development and the Department of National Defence, leasing the apartments
as a whole from that date until December 31, 1977, the government
agreeing to pay $22,013.33 per month in advance, or $264,160.00 per
year. The apartments were rented to military personnel only, and for
lower rents than the amount paid to the Development. The contract was
changed later to provide guaranteed rents of over $14,000 per month
from 1977 to 1985.
The Evergreen Development is located just outside the town limits,
on Provincial Road 231 and the Number 9 Highway. It was provided
with its own sewage lagoon when the developers were unable to come to
a satisfactory agreement with the town, which refused permission to extend town water if the development was to contain commercial
buildings.
Throughout the summer of 1970, ominous rumors of impending
closure had floated around, which culminated in an invitation to the
media and town officials to attend a conference at the base on Aug. 27.
Simultaneously, it was announced over the air by the Hon. Leo
Cadieux, Minister of National Defence, that the Base would be phased
out completely by September 1, 1971. Colonel James Dunlop, base
commander, gravely read to the assembled gathering a series of
prepared bulletins.
Mr. Cadieux said that factors leading to the decision to close Gimli
and Rivers were a general reduction in the size of the forces, a change in
force priorities, and the fixed defence budget. The Number 1 Canadian
Forces Flying Training School would be moved from Gimli to Cold
Lake. Alberta.
At the time of the announcement, the school had a complement of
93 officers and six NCOs, stenographers, etc. The number of officers
was expected to drop to 63.
In 1970, the total military and civilian payroll was 7.3 million
dollars, of which $1.06 million was paid to 201 civilian employees at the
base. In addition, 240 service families lived in the town and local area,
and a further 154 families in the Evergreen Housing Development.
About 800 servicemen and their families were affected by the
phase-out. The Canadian taxpayer at that time paid $9.2 million for the
operation, maintenance, and staffing of C.F.B. Gimli.
Townspeople wondered what would happen to Gimli, with its new
shopping facilities and housing. A well attended public meeting was
held, and a committee headed by Mayor Daniel Sigmundson was
delegated to go to Ottawa. However, their appointment was delayed for
months by the kidnapping crisis in Quebec, and when they finally met
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with federal ministers, it was plain that the decision to close the Gimli
base was irrevocable.
The federal government came to an agreement with the Manitoba
government, to turn the base over to the province to be set up as an industrial park, and agreed to pay $1.5 million over a five year period to
cover the costs of getting industry established there. At the same time,
they announced acceptance of a plan to improve the recreational
facilities of the Gimli lakefront to make it more attractive to tourists,
and to provide interim employment for those who had lost civilian jobs.
The federal government would pay up to $1.1 million for this project,
provided the Manitoba government would underwrite the other 25%,
over a two-year period. A local corporation of three directors was set up
to administer the project, under the watchful eye of a liaison committee
which included representatives of the federal and provincial
governments.
What happened afterwards in these projects belongs to another
section of this history.
One of the saddest years in the history of modern Gimli was that
year during which Canadian Forces Base Gimli gradually folded its
wings and stole away, with family after family departing until farewells
became so commonplace that the later departures went without the
traditional ceremonies and parties, because so many of their good
friends had already gone.
In early years Gimli may not have seemed the best place in the
world to be stationed, to many service personnel. It was a quiet little
town, with few amenities, recreations, or comforts. There was a lack of
good housing. They nicknamed it "Grimli". But by the time the forces
left it for good, they found they had a fondness for the community and
the friends they had made there. Through the years, station and town
had become closely integrated in many ways. The base had become the
centre of most of the social life of the community. Local businessmen
were invited to join one or another of the Messes, and they attended
them regularly for the many social events held there. The large number
of civilians who worked at the base alsq participated fully in entertainment and recreation. Station personnel reciprocated by joining activities in the town, the hockey clubs, the figure skating club and carnivals. The base commander or a representative attended meetings of
the Gimli Chamber of Commerce, and many servicemen joined the
Kinsmen Club or the local Legion branch, while some of their wives
became active in the Women's Institute or the Legion auxiliary. Curling
bonspiels and carnivals were sponsored jointly by town and station
clubs. Community-minded personnel and their dependents participated
fully in the activities of the town: men as Scout and Cub leaders, women
leading Girl Guides, Brownies, Cubs, or as volunteers at the class for
retarded children. Officers' wives organized weekly card games for the
residents of the Betel Home. Churches also benefitted from the participation of service families, and for years a combined choir presented
seasonal concerts and cantatas, usually directed and accompanied by
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or

This group
Gimli and C.F.B. Gimli citizens received the Community Service pin
and certificate a/ C.F.B., Gimli in 1971. Centre /ron/ is Col. J. F. Dunlop, Base Cummander.

talented wives of service personnel. It was due to the efforts of station
chaplains that the Gimli Ecumenical Council was organized, Nurses
married to servicemen worked at the Gimli hospital or the Betel Home,
and other wives worked in stores or banks,
The station newspaper covered local events and was distributed to
all the community, This fraternal spirit increased under the guidance of
Col. James Dunlop, last base commander, who took Gimli and its
Icelandic heritage to his heart, so much so that he had research done on
its history, and established a station newspaper named after the first
newspaper in New Iceland, "Framfari", and he had the first edition of
the original Framfari published both in Icelandic and English in the
first edition of the modern Framfari, the name of which means
"Progress" ,
In its last two years at Gimli, the station, under Col. Dunlop, instituted a Community Services Award which was presented to a large
number of persons, both from the base and from the town, who were
nominated for honour because of their community service, When the
base closed, the material and guidelines for the continuation of the
awards were left with local people. Abandoned for several years, the
award is slated to be revised and re-introduced by the Gimli and District
Chamber of Commerce.
The Messes and Institutes of Station Gimli, departing from Gimli,
wanted to leave something behind to be remembered by. What more fitting memento could they have chosen than a T -33 Silver Star jet? After
much discussion as to a suitable location for the gift, the town council
decided to set it at the approach to the harbour. Early one June morning in 1971, air force equipment moved in and erected the "T-Bird"
atop a heavy concrete pillar, set 17 feet down into the ground, at the
corner of First A venue and Centre Street. On July 17, Colonel Jim
Dunlop, who by then was base commander at Cold Lake, Alberta,
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returned to Gimli with Mrs. Dunlop to present formally the T-33 to the
town of Gimli. In his brief, simple address in which he spoke of the enjoyable relationship which had existed between base personnel and the
townspeople, he concluded:
"I hope over the years that this monument will help to always remind Gimli residents of the close association that did exist with the
armed services base. We will remember Gimli. Hopefully, Gimli will
remember us."
Three years later, Col. and Mrs. Jim Dunlop returned to Gimli, as
they had said they would; in retirement from the armed forces. Col.
Dunlop was appointed resident manager of the Gimli Industrial Park,
which had risen on the site of the extinct Gimli Canadian Forces Base.

The T-33 above was presented to the town of Gimli by the officers and men ofCanadian Forces Base Gimli during a dedication ceremony July 17. Commemorating 28 years
o.fFiendship and cooperation, the monument is a gift from the base which is scheduled to
close Sept. I. (Canadian Forces Photo).
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THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF NEW ICELAND
The Icelandic Celebration of August 6 and 7, 1950, paid special
tribute to the 75th anniversary of the first landing of the Icelandic
pioneers at Gimli in October, 1875. A special church service in Icelandic was held on Sunday, August 6, at 2:00 P.M., with the Rev. Dr.
Valdimar J. Eylands of First Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, and then
president of the Icelandic Evangelical Synod of the Lutheran Church in
America; the Rev. Dr. Runolfur Marteinsson, who re-organized the
Gimli Lutheran congregation in 1901; and the Rev. Philip M.
Petursson, of the Unitarian Church, taking part. A choir gathered
together for the special occasion, from all the eastern Interlake, led the
singing, directed by Johannes Palsson of Geysir.
On Monday, August 7, for the traditional programme in theGimli
Park, Mrs. A. M. Somerville, the former Steinunn Stefansson,
daughter of Jonas Stefansson, an 1875 pioneer, and his wife Steinunn,
was the Fjallkona. Her parents had settled first at Arnes, and later at
Gimli. M r. Stefansson, with Gudni Thorsteinsson, was one of the
founders of the first Gimli library, Aurora - a remarkable man. Mrs.
Somerville's attendants at the Celebration were her niece, Margaret
Anderson, and Esther Stevens, also descended from 1875 pioneers, both
of Gimli.
The programme included more than the usual number of prominent guests to pay tribute to the pioneers and their descendants. The
soloist was Olafur N. Kardal, a fine singer then living in Gimli. The
New Iceland choir, directed by Johannes Pals')on of Geysir, also performed.

The Fiallkona Sommerville.

Mrs. S/einunn
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COll1bined Choirs at

sevent.1'~ri/ih

anniversary with conductor Johannes Palsson,

I ncluded on the programme were Icelandic speeches or poems by
Thorsteinn Th. Thorsteinsson, G. O. Einarson, Professor Thorbergur
Thorvaldson, and Einar Pall Jonasson. Professor Skuli Johnson
delivered an address in English - OUR HERITAGE. Two poems
written in English, by Frank Olson of Gimli and Albert Halldorson,
praised the pioneers and Canada. We include them here.

WILLOW POINT
By Frank Olson
On Willow Point the breakers roar
A nd roll upon the sandy shore
Of Gimli's bay, that haven blest
The home of Vikings in the West.
So rolled they when in Seventy-Five
The landing beach became alive
With pioneers from Iceland's strand
Arriving in the promised land.
Unto the Point 'neath heavens gray,
A strange flotilla weaves its way
Midst untold dangers there to land
Its human cargo on the sand.
When winter sets in, harsh, severe,
And closes on this wild frontier,
The settlers know the doubts, the fears,
The heartaches of the pioneers.
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This people of heroic mould
Defies the hardships and the cold;
The many trials that beset
With Nordic fortitude are met.
But ere they triumph may secure,
They near-disasters must endure;
With steadfast courage they withstand
The rigors of a strange new land.
What makes their efforts truly great
They build a state within the state,
And mould in this fair colony
A pure and true democracy.
Their industry and enterprise
Create a western paradise
Thus farmsteads rise as fortune smiles
And grace the land for many miles.
Beyond all monetary gain
They seek their culture to·maintain,
And so transmit from age to age
A rich, unsullied heritage.
Large numbers from this countryside
Have spread to regions far and wide.
From such beginnings has been wrought
Our country's racial melting-pot.

On Willow Point the waters roll
And rouse within our raptured soul
A faith transcendent as we view
The Old World pass into the New.
So as we honour and revere
The mem'ry of the pioneer,
We hail, with all at our command,
The founding fathers of our land.

Now three score years and fifteen more
Have nown away - a fairer shore
The settlers beckons, one by one,
As their enduring work is done;
And when they've gone a grace divine
Their goodly story will enshrine,
While heaven's splendour lights the day
O'er Willow Point and Gimlj's bay.
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A TOAST TO CANADA
by Albert Halldorson
I.
Over the waves like Thorfinn of old - seeking a land of riches untold Bravely they came to the wilderness vast - hardships to suffer like Leif
in the past.
Grim was the Lake, its furious foam, flooded the land and sullied the
home.
Shaken, but dauntlessly holding their ground, solace and hope in each
bosom was found.
Gimli remained, though plague and despair, flood and disaster raged
like a bear.
Life was precarious, Vikings stood fast. Victory greeted theirlabours at
last.

II.
Sunrise so golden, tinting the craft, fishermen welcome daylight's fair
shaft
Piercing through clouds that are threatening storm. What of the day is it pleasant and warm?
Squalls are so common here on the lakes, twisting and turning boats in
their wakes.
Sunfish and whitefish in summer are caught - pickerel and saugers in
autumn are caught.
Wealth from the lake and wealth from the land - this is their lot - the
Succouring Hand
God has stretched forth with His provident will. Leifur the Lucky has
cham pions still!

III.
Manitou waters dwelling beside - kinsmen at Lundar hailed them with
pride.
Here by Oak Point and around Silver Bay; fishing and farming, the cutting of hay
Thrived, and they prospered - true was the dream Leifur the Lucky
dreamt by a stream
Flowing through Vinland. Here by the Lake modern-day Vikings truly
partake
B rim-flowing cups of life at its best - here in the arms of the fabulous
west.
Hardships forgotten, they cherish this land - Canada, formed by the
Infinite Hand.
IV.
God in His wisdom fashioned her fields - prairies and lakes so rich in
their yields.
Fashioned the mountains of travellers' fame - Vancouver Island of
worldly acclaim
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Vies with the Falls - Niagara vast. Here in this land the Bondi was
cast:
Some to the farmlands of Baldur and Bru - some went to Wynyard to
prairieland new.
Here, where they settled, fortune was theirs - rising from ashes, fears
and despairs.
Hail to the nation that offered her lands - fish-laden lakes to staunch
Viking bands.

V.
Seventy-five the years that have fled - bringing their joys and tears
that were shed.
Gimli has grown like the Poplar and Birch - lashed by the elements,
pushing their search,
Seeking the wisdom, stature and trust borne by their fathers. Prosper
they must!
Prosper they did, though the pathway was. strewn thickly with trou'bles They vanquished them soon,
Lawyers and doctors, merchants arose, Singing and teaching, poetry,
prose
Flourished like music and sagas of old. Riches far greater than glory or
gold.
VI.
Here in the fields of Baldur and Bru, grain is a sea of aureole hue.
Harvesters, stookers, will soon be the style, gathering sheaves with a
work-weary smile.
Combines are scarce, the threshing-machine shatters the sheaves to
hungrily glean
Life-giving kernels to Canada's folk: kindred of Europe who formerly
spoke
Languages strange to Icelandic ears. Rich are the fruits of travail and
tears1
Hark! They are singing the folk-songs of Fron - Isafold's airs in
America sown.
VII.
Winnipeg kinsmen herald with joy pioneer spirits naught can destroyGimli, whose birthday a symbol so bright, shines in their souls through
the treacherous night
Giving them strength this year of the flood* - Red River rampage,
bathing in mud
Beautiful homes with a merciless sweep. Winnipeg Icelanders happiness
reap:
Cultural strength from Icelandic lore, though they be born on Canada's
shore,
This is their land, but sagas and songs richen their lives where richness
belongs.
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VIII.
Westward they've travelled, seeking the sea - peaceful Pacific, mighty
and free.
Here to Vancouver the restless have gone - spurred by desire to travel
yet on.
Thus lives the spirit, stilI in their veins - Viking ambition distance disdains.
Seventy-five are the years since the birth, virile and dauntless of Gimli
on earth.
Lo - how the Lake with splendour is seen - tinged by the sunlight
shining serene.
Mirrored like phantoms on waters so clear, boats are the symbols of
folk we hold dear.
* The poet refers to the 1950 Red River flood.

*

*

*

*

*

The Winnipeg Free Press commemorated the 75th anniversary of
the arrival of the .Icelanders by publishing a series of three articles by
Jon K. Laxdal, Gimli school principal.
I n the second of the articles, published Oct. 12, 1950, Mr. Laxdal
wrote of three occasions on which the settlement was honoured by a
visit from the incumbent Governor-General. The first, that of Lord
Dufferin in 1877, has been related elsewhere in this book.
In 1936, Lord Tweedsmuir, Governor-General of Canada, told the
people on a visit to the area:
"I am glad that since then (referring to Lord Dufferin's visit) the
number of Icelanders in Canada has very greatly increased, and you
have become a vital part of the Canadian people. I wish we had more of
you. We can never have too many of you in Canada. Wherever I go, I
hear praise of the qualities, the industry, and the enterprise of your race.
You have become, in the fullest sense of the word, good Canadians, taking your share in all the activities and enterprises of your new country,
but I hope you wilI retain your old traditions."
The Earl of Athlone, who visited Gimli in 1945, gave similar
testimony to the virtues of the Icelandic people, and to the large share
such a small group contributed to the public life and welfare of Canada
in peace and in war.
Canadian writers and historians, continued Mr. Laxdal, also have
been complimentary in their appraisal of the Icelandic people. In a
Manitoba Free Press editorial written in 1890, the day after the
Icelanders held their first annual celebration in Winnipeg, the editor
said:
"They have alI the qualities that command success - intelIigence,
industry, temperance, and frugality. We have in the west no better immigrants. The I celanders possess to a great degree the power of adaptation as well as the valuable faculty of assimilation. They have become
one with ourselves without the least apparent effort. . . . Nor are they
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less appreciated because they take pride in the nationality which took
its rise under so many difficulties, so many hundreds of years ago."
In Manitoba Milestones, Margaret McWilliams, wife of the Hon.
R. F. McWilliams, the lieutenant-governor of Manitoba in 1950, writes
of the Icelanders:
"At the time of celebrating their fiftieth anniversary, they claimed
in the west 18 members of the Legislatures, two Rhodes scholars, 19
professors, 40 lawyers, and 40 doctors: a remarkable percentage of the
16,000 who now live in Canada, of whom 12,000 are in Manitoba."
( 1928)
Prominent scholars, reported Mr. Laxdal, include Rhodes scholars
the Hon. Joseph Thorson and Professor Skuli Johnson head of the
classics department of the University of Manitoba. Mr. Thorson was
later chief justice of the Exchequer Court of Canada.
Dr. Thorbergur Thorvaldson, former head of the department of
chemistry at the University of Saskatchewan, was internationally
known for his chemical research.
Mr. Laxdal went on in his Free Press article to mention:
Dr. Runolfur Marteinsson, Lutheran minister for 50 years and
principal and teacher at the Jon Bjarnason Academy for a quarter century; Dr. Richard Beck, professor of Scandinavian languages in North
Dakota; Hjalmar Bergman, justice of the Manitoba Court of Appeal;
Judge and scholar Walter J. Lindal; Thomas H. Johnson, attorneygeneral in the Norris provincial government; Dr. B. J. Brandson, chief
surgeon at Winnipeg General Hospital; Dr. P. H. T. Thorlaksson,
founder of the Winnipeg Clinic, and many others.

R.t. HOIl. Villc~nt Mass~y. accompanied by Mayor B. Egi!son. greeting the
Fia!!kona. Miss 1. Thordarson. LeItto right: Dr. S. O. Thompson. M.L'/! .. Mr. and Mrs.
Bachl'llski. speaker oj" the house. Ml:\'S S. SteIansoll. Mrs. B. Egi!son.
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THE SIXTIES IN GIMLI
The following is a condensed version of an article by Ethel Howard
in Lake Centre News, covering highlights of the decade from 1960 to
1970, written in 1970.
This decade was a period of growth in Gimli - a decade of transition from a village with self-contained boundaries, to a growing community in which the residents of the "urrounding areas were taking an
increasing interest and role in its daily life. It was during the 60s that an
optim istic base commander of the Canadian Forces Base at Gimli made
a public declaration that the Gimli base would be a permanent onethereby ending for several years the continual rumors of closure, and
thereby giving local businessmen new incentive to expand their
businesses and build new premises to increase the prosperity of the
town. New homes were also built, and new rental property to serve the
needs of the large air force population.
The 60s saw the establishment of a new industry in the area, thanks
to Gimli's flawlessly pure artesian water, and to ARDA and FRED, the
federal-provincial development programs which provided tax concessions and incentives to industry willing to locate in the highly
publicized Interlake, which had been pinpointed as a depressed area,
much to the dismay of some of its more progressive citizens. The
Calvert distillery, which located a mile north of town, provided a new
landmark on the horizon, surrounded by 154 acres of warehouses for
aging its popular products. With it came a number of executive families
who exchanged the amenities of populous and urban Montreal for the
small town friendliness of Gimli. The odor of distilling liquor which
envelops the town when the north wind blows with a smell not unlike
scorching potatoes, has been nicknamed by Gimli residents "the
smell of money". The jovial owners of the giant industry have shown a
paternal interest in community affairs, including the donation of$7,500
towards the Gimli Arena in its renovation program in 1970.
A different change came to the community during the decade, with
the closing of a time-honoured and deeply traditional industry in its
very heart. The big barn-red buildings at the harbour which for 50 years
were a mecca for the tourist wishing to soak up a little lakefront atmosp-here, and were the target of artists and photographers, were
closed, and stripped of every removable asset, when British Columbia Packers, last of a succession of owners of the fishery plant, closed
their doors when their business was declared redundant by the newly
established Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation, which decided to
concentra te all fish packing in its new Transcona plant. Some 30
seasonal employees had to seek work elsewhere. Some of them found it
across the street, when the Olson Brothers up-dated their Dockside Fish
plant with modern equipment for fish processing on a local basis, as
agents of the Fish Marketing Corporation.
Education changed even more than industry in the 60s, when
dozens of little one-room schools were emptied of their children and
sold to the highest bidder, as hundreds of children from a radius of 30
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miles streamed into Gimli in the now familiar bright yellow school
buses. Despite the building of a large composite high school and a new
l2-classroom elementary school with a 12-classroom count gymnatorium, classes were crowded, and five or more temporary
classrooms had to be brought in to accommodate the overflow for a few
years.
Added to the high school curriculum was the new general course,
and later, the occupational entrance course of three years, for those unable to cope with traditional courses, and including intermittent training in actual occupational work in the community.
Gimli joined the rest of Canada in 1967 in celebrating the centennial, coming out of it with memories of a dozen happy occasions, a
beautiful new library to house the central branch of the regional library
which had been successfully established two years earlier, the building
being the joint project of the Town and R.M. of Gimli; and with four
new points of interest: the Viking statue, centennial project of the
Chamber of Commerce, and fast becoming Gimli's well-known symbol;
a memorial cenotaph, the project of the Gimli Branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion, on First Avenue's centre strip; Starlite Stage in
Gimli Park, built for centennial events and now used for the annual
Icelandic Festival; and at Willow Island, the white rock which
traditionally was the first landing place of the pioneers in 1875,
mounted and surrounded by flower beds by the Amason family in
memory of the pioneers.
Now for a. year by year review:
1960 - Lake Centre News was in its first year of operation as the
newspaper of the eastern Interlake.
Mercury vapor street lights were installed on the main streets.
Fishermen were trying out new trapnet equipment.
Premier Duff Roblin visited the community twice. Other distinguished visitors included the Bishop of Iceland, the Very Rev.
Sigurbjorn Einarsson; and the German consul, Karl Schumacher.
Several citizens received honours: Dennis Lee, retiring from the
Manitoba Telephone System after many years of service; G. E.
Solmundson, who received the Order of the Buffalo from the Manitoba
government; Mrs. Anna Josephson, made an honorary life member of
the Lutheran Ladies' Aid, Framsokn; Mrs. Kristin Kristjanson,
honoured prior to returning to Iceland to live; Miss S. Stefansson, in
whose name a set of Encyclopaedia Britannica was donated to the
school.
1961 - Ladies began afternoon curling. Cubs and Scouts were
organized.
Irene Miller of Gimli was Miss March of Dimes.
A Gimli referendum endorsed Sunday sports.
Town water was chlorinated.
The Gimli Wolves won the new Oscar Solmundson trophy, and the
Karsin trophy, but lost the Thorvaldson trophy to the R.C.A.F. Jets.
Gimli town taxes rose by six mil1s.
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Claudia McPherson, aged 15, swam from Willow Point to Grand
Beach.
Mrs. Violet Einarson was elected as Gimli's first woman mayor.
A drama club, Lake Centre Players, was organized at the
R.C.A.F. Station, providing interesting entertainment for the community.
A new industry, Shearmat, Ltd. producing lightweight packing
and insulation material through an invention by an R.C.A.F. officer,
was launched with the help of Gimli capital. Unfortunately the company went bankrupt several years later because of lack of money and
financial and business acumen.
Dr. Asgeir Asgeirsson, president of Iceland, visited Gimli.
The cornerstone for the new St. Michael's Roman Catholic
Church was laid by the Very Reverend Monsignor N. J. Chartrand.
Adam Franz was re-acclaimed Reeve of the R.M. of Gimli.
Dr. W. A. Rozecki came to practise in Gimli.
James M igel took triple honours at the high school graduation,
receiving the Kinette scholarship, the Governor-General's medal, and
two bursaries.
A weather report showed that 1961 had the hottest, driest summer
on record in the west.
The Icelandic Library Association of Gimli celebrated its 50th anniversary.
1962 - A survival course, with the stated objective of starting a
militia unit at Gimli, kept 29 local men busy and on the payroll for six
weeks, with no other results.
It was an extremely cold winter.
A new breakwater near the harbour was completed but not topped.
A dinner was held honouring Gimli's former mayor, Barney
Egilson.
During a rainy June, Manitoba Mirror visited Gimli and aired
radio programs from the community.
On June 18, Eric Stefanson was re-elected to Parliament.
A TB clinic and a polio vaccine clinic were held.
The final convention of the Icelandic synod of the Lutheran
Church was held at Gimli, as the synod merged with other synods in the
new Central Canada Synod, to lose its ethnic identity.
Fish flies and a green algae infestation marred the summer enjoyment of the lake.
Kinsmen held a giant Kingo in aid of the skating rink.
Walter Stasiuk and Valerie Peterson topped the school field day.
Geiri Johnson started his Gimli Air Service at Willow Island.
Public kindergarten was started in Gimli.
Gimli streets were being paved, with a saving of.$20,000 by the
good timing of the decision.
The town assumed responsibility for the Gimli Community
Cemetery.
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A tape recorder was donated to the Betel Home in memory of
Sylvia Kardal.
The Kinsmen pledged $20,000 to help build an addition to the
Arena.
The autumn of 1962 was very pleasant and warm, the lake still
unfrozen in mid-December - to be followed by freezing rain which
left streets and walks hazardous the rest of the winter.
Dr. George Johnson was returned to the Manitoba Legislature.

1963 - Central Garage was destroyed by fire for the third time.
Mrs. Laura Tergesen was elected chairman of the Gimli School Board.
The Gimli Bantam A. hockey team won the provincial championship.
Students held a 50-mile walkathon to Winnipeg, to raise funds.
The Gimli Women's Institute set up a committee to study regional
libraries.
A stunned and shocked audience witnessed the flaming death of
the Red Knight, Bud Morin, on Air Force Day.
Candace N arfason took top provincial honours with her 4-H dairy
calf.
Mayor Violet Einarson was returned to office.
A Baptist congregation began holding services in the Unitarian
Church.
St. Michael's Church held a week-long mission.
The Macleod Store was opened on 3rd A venue.
Kinsmen hosted the Zone 2 Conference.
A record fall of fine, frost-free weather was followed by a year-end
of mild weather and rain.
1964 - Telephone crews began conversion of phones to dial service. A coin club was organized by Sergeant Joe Johnson.
Oem psey Valgardson was elected secretary-treasurer of the
Manitoba Fishermen's Federation.
The Good Neighbours assisted the financially troubled Gimli
Wolves with proceeds of a smorgasbord.
Centennial chairman Art Hawkes and his committee began studying projects for 1967.
The aging members of the Deaconess club of the Lutheran church
disbanded. Gimli Legion burned its mortgage on charter night.
The Kinsmen began a summer recreation program and swimming
lessons for Gimli children.
Charlotte Johannson placed first in Manitoba 4-H dairy judging at
Brandon.
Father E. M. Hubicz was honoured on the 25th anniversary of his
priesthood.
Provincial assistance was given to build a modern bathhouse on the
beach.
The Prime Minister of Iceland, Bjarni Benediktsson, arrived by
boat to celebrate the 75th anniversary of Islendingadagurinn.
The town purchased the old telephone building for a town hall.
160

Lmf Bristow. 10. of Anchorage. Alaska. receives autograph from P. M.
Benediktsson.

Retiring school caretaker Ingolfur N. Bjarnason was honoured for
his years of service.
The centennial committee chose the skating rink as the most
favoured centennial project. The town took over administration of the
rink, with a ten-man board to operate it.
Voters approved a regional library to serve five municipalities,
creating the largest regional library in Manitoba, with three branches.
The Credit Union moved into its new offices in the Valgardson
Building.
When five young people were killed in a tragic highway accident,
the parents of one, Joey Roueche, gave a trophy in his memory for
school sport, and a painting to the class for retarded children.
The 1964 summer had been cool and short-lived, with a fairly pleasant fall, late freezing of the lake, but very fast freezing when winter did
arrive, and heavy snow in December.
1965 - A troubled year, with many controversies and difficult
decisions for those in public office. Council wondered if the town could
afford to build the $150,000 rink addition which had passed late the
previous year by a narrow margin in a referendum, and they decided to
table the decision indefinitely.
The planners of the Evergreen development requested town water
and sewer, though outside the town boundaries. They were refused,
because their plans included a shopping centre in addition to housing.
After threatening a lawsuit, they decided to install their own system.
A tragic fire took the life of Mrs. Gloria Valgardson, a talented
young mother.
Former mayor Barney Egilson passed away Feb. 27.
The Betel Home for the Aged celebrated its 50th anniversary.
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The Chamber of Commerce requested town support in its petition
to have land to the west annexed by the town.
The Gimli Bantam AA hockey team won the provincial championship.
Gimli merchants entered into a gentleman's agreement to close all
day Mondays instead of Wednesday afternoons, with the exception of
July, August, and December.
The Gimli Area Development Board was organized, with Harold
Dalman as first chairman.
G. E. Solmundson, old-time fisherman and captain, and president
of the Oldtimers Association for 25 years, passed away.
Miss S. Stefansson was made an honorary life member of the
Manitoba Teachers' Society.
•
Shearmat went into bankruptcy in May.
The Gimli District Hospital board was set up, with Adam Franz as
chairman.
Canada's agricultural ministers toured the Interlake, and enjoyed
an Icelandic fish dinner at Gimli.
Mayor Violet Einarson was re-elected for her third term.
A battle over daylight saving time was among the year's controversies, with a determined group of women attending a council meeting
forcing council to reverse its earlier decision to revert to standard time
in September.
Eric Stefanson was re-elected to Parliament.
Two Gimli councillors, Mike Szynkarchuk and Walter Luprypa,
resigned in disagreement with the rest of council.
The Evergreen Library opened its three branches Nov. 1.
The George McIvor commission on fish marketing held a hearing
at Gimli.
The controversy over the site for a new elementary school raged on
at year-end, still unsettled.

i966 - a year of storms, floods, and progress. Storms of divergent
opinions about school sites; storms of arguments re the conduct of town
business; floods on Lake Winnipeg bringing grief to summer cottagers
and forcing the closing of Willow Island; progress in the decisions to
build the new school, a centennial library, an addition to the high
school, and a new Municipal Hall for the R.M. of Gimli.
For the first time, Catholic and Protestant women prayed together
at the World Day of Prayer.
The Gimli District Band was formed, due to the enthusiasm of
Mrs. Nancy Kozak, whose short stay in Gimli will be remembered for
this project.
Five Gimli Boy Scouts were sent to a World Jamboree in Iceland,
assisted by all Gim Ii groups.
A flood control office was set up, and Premier Duff Roblin toured
the flooded areas by helicopter.
Dr. George Johnson was returned to the Legislature.
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1967 - The work of two years by the centennial committee, with
the unswerving co-operation of Mayor Violet Einarson, culminated in a
year of activity, starting with the raising of the centennial flag at the
Town H all on Jan. I, followed by the lighting of a huge pile of Christmas trees on the beach by the mayor, as a shivering group of teenagers
enacted the ancient Icelandic custom of "burning out the old year".
Highlights during the year included a children's historical pageant
written by Mrs. Rosina Malcolmson, a band concert, the first annual
winter carnival, organized by C.F.B. Gimli, the first World Day of
Prayer in a Catholic Church; several concerts by the centennial choir,
led by Mrs. Allison Chapman; visit of the centennial caravan; opening
of the centennial library; a major event July I and 2, including a parade
led by centennial queen Anne Chuckry, sports, ethnic entertainment, on
the new Starlite St~ge, an Interfaith service in the park, and the distribution of pieces of a 150 pound centennial fruit cake shap(,J like the
stylized maple leaf which symbolized Canada's 100th year. The second
half of the year was also packed full of events: the Pan-American sailing
races, the Golden Centennaires and Motor Cycle display team; a
centennial Icelandic Festival at which Dr. Asgeirsson unveiled the Viking Statue and the white rock at Willow Island; the presentation of certificates of the Order of the Crocus to senior citizens, at a party held at
the Betel Home; the dedication of the memorial cenotaph on
Remembrance Day; the television reenactment of the marriage of
Caroline Taylor and Sigurdur Kristofersson during the 1877 smallpox
epidemic; and a year-ending of music with the Children's Advent service and the centennial choir carol programme. All the events were
recorded in pictures in an album donated.to the library by centennial
photographer Tom Schmirlt

Mrs. Sign.1" Eaton. Fjallkona, escorted

by /lsgeir Asgeirsson Pres. or leeland.
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Ice Sculpture Judges - Mrs. M. Dooher. Mal'or V. Einarson. Mrs. E. Howard.
Mrs. 1. G. Flellling. with trophy winning sculpture' by "A Flight" (Apaches).

Sai/l){)ats at Pan American Games. 1967.

A Illle Chuck'T. Celltellnwt (jueell cutting the birthday cake Jull' 1st.
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OriKinal members 0/ Gimli Centennial Celebration Committee. Standing, leji to
right: Vice-chairll1an - Frank Cronshaw, Cell/ennial Youth Chairman - Ron Chemey,
Music Chairman - Mrs. Rosina Malcolmson, Religious Observance Comll1illee
Mell1her - Mrs. Gudl'/ln Stevens, Songwriter - Frank Olson, Caravan Committee
Mel/lher - Dan Wall'rrkow, Caravan COll1millee Chairman - Harold Kristqlf'erson,
Treasurer - Jock Malcolm.l·on. Seated L. to R. Mayor Violet Einarson, Centennial
Chail'l1wn - Ethel Howard and Secretary - Mrs. Marge Tr,l'nacity.

1968 - Gimli got down to the business of serious growth, after a
year of organized fun, The face of downtown Gimli changed, with the
building of the Bank of Montreal and a new IGA store at the longvacant corner of First A venue and Centre Street. The federal government decided to build a new post office, farther west on Centre,
resulting in development of that area as the favoured business site instead of historic First A venue. Though the post office was not built for a
year, the Amason family bought two lots at Centre and Fourth on
which they built a modern shopping centre with ample parking, to
house a Tomboy Store, new home for the Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce, office space for Interlake Agencies, and Lake Centre News
and a large new Robinson Store.
The old Tomboy store across the street was re-modelled to be the
home of Viking Drugs, with two young pharmacists, local-born Ernest
Stefanson and his partner, Russell Keeler. Mayor Daniel Sigmundson
took over from Violet Einarson, and once again it was a man's world in
Gimli town and school affairs. Mr. and Mrs. H. E, Beddome retired
from working for the town as secretary-treasurer and assistant, after
many years of dedicated service. Ecumenism was a growing trend
between the chapels at the Base, and the Catholic and Lutheran
churches, joined by a new Anglican congregation, but the newly
organized Baptists remained aloof from the ecumenical movement.
Town Council was expanded from four to six members by passage ofa
referendum, because of expected expansion through annexation.
The Kotary Club was organized in 1968.
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1969 - Abe Bergmann of Winkler succeeded Mr. Beddome as
town secretary-treasurer.
Alan Cherniak, Gimli figure skater, and his partner Shawnee Turk
of Winnipeg, won first in the novice dance and second in novice mixed
pairs, in the prairie section of the Canadian Figure Skating championships at Calgary, and went on to the finals at Montreal.
Joseph L. Franz was elected president of St. Michael's R.C. Parish
Council.
Loretta Ann Dooher, daughter of the base commander, was the
carnival quetn.
The Kinsmen Club decided to install artificial ice in the Arnea.
The Juvenile hockey team won the provincial juvenile B hockey
championship.
Bob Chesney was appointed fire chief, and began to up-date fire
fighting methods. The Town and R.M. of Gimli decided to operate the
fire department on a joint basis, an important step forward in cooperation.
The Gimli Curling Club burned its mortgage and decided to install
artificial ice and a new roof.
British Columbia Packers closed its doors in May, after 50 years
as a fish processing plant.
The Gimli Youth Club raised $3,764.00 for the rink by their
walkathon.
The Town bought a new garbage packer for $7777 .50.
When Manitoba went N.D.P. in June, Gimli followed the trend by
electing John C. Gottfried.
The Blue Bombers held their second annual spring training camp
at Gimli; but it did not help them rise from the bottom of the heap.
June saw the first visit of the new passenger ship, MS Lord Selkirk
II; the opening of Ted Jenkins Clothing store; the first ecumenical
picnic.
Agnes Meredith was made an honorary life member of St. Johns
Ambulance AssociatIOn.
Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau made an overnight stop at
the Gimli base, but by-passed the town.
When school gates were left open to permit children to play during
the summer, vandals entered and did $2000 worth of damage.
A town planning commission was set up for the Towns of Gimli
and Winnipeg Beach, and the R.M. of Gimli.
The Icelandic Festival became a three-day event, and the ten-mile
road race was re-introduced.
Former Prime Minister John Diefenbaker, appearing in the
parade, stole the show.
Arnason Furniture Store opened, in the old IGA building, and
Taylor Pharmacy brought to three the number of drug stores in town, in
the beautiful Medical Arts Building at Centre and Sixth, which included offices for doctors and dentists.
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The Town and R.M. of Gimli chose the building of a new waiting
room and other facilities for the arena as their Manitoba 1970 centennial project, and the fund was swelled by a $7500 donation from
Calverts and the pledge of $10,000 from the Youth Club. It was discovered that the long-dormant referendum which had passed in 1965
required only third reading to become valid, and work began on the rink
at last. The Kinsmen Club had been the moving force throughout the
years, and contributed the artificial ice plus the lengthening of the arena
itself.
Frank Cronshaw headed the 1970 centennial committee, assisted
by many members of the 1967 committee. The sponsorship of Mary
Shebeski and So lange Liang to the creative arts week at the Training
centre, was a beginning for permanent art, ceramics, and handicrafts
clubs in Gimli.
Valerie Peterson, representing Mitnitoba as javelin thrower in the
Young Canada Summer Games at Dartmouth, N.S., came home with a
bronze medal.
Daniel Sigmundson was re-elected mayor for a second two-year
term.
A second petition brought about a referendum to reduce the council back to four members, because the expected expansion had not
taken place.
The vote was overwhelmingly in favour of building a new district
hospital at Gimli and a clinic at Riverton.
The Betel Home Foundation began construction of an eleven-unit
senior citizens' apartment building across from the Betel Home.
The Manitoba Women's Institute began holding their annual
Leadership "Live-In" at Gimli alternately with Brandon.
The centennial choir was re-organized for 1970, with a plucky and
able conductor, Mrs. Audrey Tesch, who led them to success in their
Christmas carol service, then went home to be delivered of a baby girl
the following morning.
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The year, and the decade, ended with a torchlight parade in which
the torches burned bravely but too fast, and the bonfire fitfully and too
slowly, while Mayor Danny Sigmundson and centennial chairman
Frank Cronshaw signed the proclamation of Manitoba's centennial,
with base Commander J ames Dunlop joining them for the brief
ceremony beside Gimli's Viking. And so ended the Sixties, as Gimli
prepared to celebrate another centennial with a full calendar of events
for the year ahead.

Children's Parade Mal' 12.1970.

Cenlennial Chairman. Frank Cronshm\' addressing closing meeling. as Cenlennial
Flag is J(J/ded /iJr Ihe lasl limc. /() bc placed ill Poslcril.\' Box. Scaled L. 10 R. Ma.\'or
Dalliel Signll/ndson. Col. DUlllop. Celllcnllial QueclI. Marilm Smilh. M.L.A. john C.
(i()///i-ied.
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EDUCATION

The History of Education in the Evergreen School Division was
researched and compiled by John C. Gottfried, and presented as part of
the requirements for a Master's Degree in Education, in 1965. With
kind permission of Mr. Gottfried, and with certain revisions to bring
the information up to date, we are using material from his thesis to
record the history of education in Gimli Saga.
A. Education in New Iceland:
The subject of education in the pioneer colony of New Iceland has
been referred to in some detail earlier in this book, therefore we shall
review very briefly here. Only nine days after their arrival at Willow
Point, John Taylor, their leader, sent a letter to the LieutenantGovernor of Manitoba, which stated in part:
"The Icelanders in the colony are desirous of having a school for their
children as soon as they can put up a schoolhouse. They have a teacher
with them and wish to be connected with the regular educational system
of Canada."
Since the colony was outside the jurisdiction of Manitoba, it was
excluded from participation in the benefits and provisions of the
Manitoba School Act. However, before Christmas, 1875, Caroline
Taylor, niece of John Taylor, opened a school in English. Thirty pupils
were enrolled the first year. The classes were disbanded during the
smallpox epidemic, and when they re-opened, Jane Taylor, Caroline's
sister, became the teacher, with 63 pupils, in the old warehouse.
The first recorded church-related schools were conducted by the
Rev. Jon Bjarnason and his wife, Fru Lara, who was the principal
teacher. It is thought likely that the Rev. Pall ThorIaksson also held
schools in connection with his services and for confirmation of his
young charges.
During the winter of 1878-79, Kristjan Jonsson conducted the
elementary school at Lundi in Vidines, the Willow Point community.
Instruction was given on Sundays and Wednesdays.
By 1878, many people had left the colony for various reasons, and
too few remained to hold regular schools. In 1885, Gudni Thorsteinsson
was organizer and teacher of schools at Gimli and Husavick (Kjarna).
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The classes were held at the homes of Petur Palsson and Kristjan
Jonsson Kernested and have been mentioned earlier. They continued
for two winters, and an historian, Thorsteinn Th. Thorsteinsson, says
that the result was considerable.
B. Provincial Schools Established:
New Iceland amalgamated with Manitoba in 1887, but was not
divided into school districts until the following year. It was not until
after the new year of 1889 that Solvi Thorlaksson, an agriculturist,
taught elementary school in Gimli for three months. He had 12 pupils.
The following autumn, the schools of New Iceland came under the
jurisdiction of Manitoba.
When the Education Act of 1890 was passed, there were in existence in New Iceland, the Protestant School Districts of Gimli No.
585, Arnes No. 586, Riverton No. 587, Hnausa No. 588, and Big Island
No. 589. They had been established on June 6, 1889, when Manitoba's
dual Protestant and Catholic school system was in effect.
By 1960, there were 62 school districts in the area which is now
united as the Evergreen School Division No. 22. We shall give a brief
historical sketch of schools in the Gimli area.
C. Gimli School Districts No. 585:
Mr. Gottfried quotes in his thesis the following translation from
Saga Islendinga i Vesturheimi by Thorsteinn Th. Thorsteinsson:
" ... the Canadian public school finally commenced in a rather
large log structure (where the funeral home now stands, on First
Avenue at Second St. North). The Lutheran Church of Gimli owned
this building and conducted its services, Sunday School and other
meetings tHere but sold it to the school district for $150, with the
stipulation that it might use it over weekends the following year. To
form the new School Board of the Gimli School District (Vidines or
Willow Point community), the following men were elected: Gisli M.
Tomasson (Thompson), a farmer at the Kross Farmstead north of
Gimli; Johann Amason from Espiholl farmstead, south of Gimli, and
Petur Palsson from the Jadar farmstead, who had moved into Gimli.
The first teacher was Sigurdur G. Thorarensen from Eyrarbakki,
then newly arrived from Iceland, a man about 40 ... He had been four
years in the Latin school of Reykjavik, and 13 years a teacher at Eyrarbakki and Skipaskagi in Borgarfjardarsysla, and he had practiced
homeopathy in Iceland. He was an exceptionally good singer, a tenor, a
cheerful man and a gentleman, in the opinion of Dean Jens Palsson of
Gardar; ... Sigurdur taught the earlier part of the winter at Gimli, but
farther south in the district the later part. There were about 20 pupils."
The early registers are incomplete, some of them being missing,
and others not completely recorded. However, the 1893 register shows
that Johann P. Solmundsson taught grades I to IV from February till
June, with Sveinn Thorvaldsson teaching grades I to V in December for
ten days, and again the following year from October till April. Mr.
Thorvaldsson continued from January till April, 1895. Hjortur J. Leo
taught in the school November and December, 1895, and January and
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February, 1896. Stefan Guttormsson taught the second term of 1896,
and from February till April, 1897.
Bjorn B. Olson taught from September to December, 1897, and
from February to May, 1898. Johann P. Solmundsson taught from
March till June, 1898, and Albert E. Kristjansson from September to
December, 1899.

The first School house ill Gimli; 1900.

This first school was enlarged and used until 1900, when a tworoom frame building was constructed to house both the elementary and
the first high school section. This structure served the community well:
first as a school, later as the Gimli Town Hall, then after 1965, the
health unit. It was removed around 1970 to make way for the
modern R.M. and Town of Gimli joint Fire Hall.
Gimli was always able to qualify for high school grants, which required an enrolment of 15. Graduates of high school were entitled to
enter Normal School, and many from Gimli did so.
Hjortur J. Leo, who later became a Lutheran minister, became
principal in 1900, with Miss J ona Vopni as teacher of the junior room.
Miss Vopni, who in later life became Mrs. Sigurdson, mother ofa family of musicians, received a salary of $350 a year.
In 1902 Mr. Leo formed the Educational Association of Lake
Winnipeg, with the following executive: honorary president, S.
Sigurdsson; president, Hjortur J. Leo; first vice-president, Bjorn
Sigvaldsson; second vice-president, Johann Magnusson; secretarytreasurer, J ona Vopni, honorary adviser, Inspector E. E. Best.
The Association received praise for the quality of education, from
Superintendent of Provincial Schools Alex MacIntyre, and from
I nspector Best.
In 1904 John Erickson became principal, a position he held with
several interruptions until 1909. Succeeding Miss Vopni in the junior
room were Estella M. Thompson, Miss I. Johnson, A. E. Kristjansson,
Eva Hodgins, and Irene B. Bradley.
In 1906 a third classroom was added. Teachers included O. S.
Sveinsson, G. Solmundson, Steinunn J. Stefanson, and Maria Anderson. In 1909, Rev. Runolfur Marteinsson was a teacher and probably
principal.
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W. H. Jose was principal in 1910, from January to June, followed
by E. G. Porter from September to December. Annie Z. Tuttle taught
grades IV to VI from September to December, 1911. That same year,
from January to December, Miss Olafia Jonsson taught 84 pupils in
grades I-III.
In 1912-13, there were four classrooms, and B. Hodkinson, newly
arrived from England, was the principal. His daughter Dorothy taught
grades IV to VII. Miss Olof S. Sveinsson taught grades II-III, and
Elizabeth H. Polson and Olof A. Jonasson taught grade I, in the two
terms.
In 1913-1914, Jonasina Stefanson taught grades II-III.
A list of school property found in a 1906 register reveals that total
school assets were $1,395.00. The total assessed property in Gimli was
$44,253.00.
The third classroom was a separate building erected near the tworoomed school. When a fourth classroom was needed in 1912, it was
located in the Good Templar Hall at the corner of Third Ave. and First
Street South. When a fifth classroom was needed, it was held on the
second floor, since removed, of the H. P. Tergesen store at Centre St.
and First Ave.
The next major advance came with the erection of the Gimli Public
School in 1915 ... a six-room brick structure. Its construction featured
the most modern conveniences and equipment available, including wiring for electricity, done by Halldor Sigurdson of Winnipeg. When the
school finally was connected many years later, during the Depression,
the original wiring was defective and had to be replaced. The old tworoom school was moved south of First Street North to make way for
the new school. The one-room building was sold to Jacob Greenberg,
and incorporated into his large store at the corner of First Avenue, still
standing but vacant in 1974.
The cost of the school, $20,000, was a large undertaking for the
community at that time. Much of the credit for the foresight and planning is due to the board members of 1915: Gudni Thorsteinsson, A. G.
Polson, and B. B. Olson.
When the new school opened Miss Sigrun I. Helgason was the
principal, from August to December, 1915. Miss Olafia Jonsson was
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First and second Public Schools. 1900, 1915.

Looking North-East from Schoo!.

Looking South-East {rom School.

principal from January to June, 1916, and may have continued in 191718, the registers for those years ha ving been lost. Others on staff in 1915
included Ethel W. McBeth, followed by I. Bjornsson, in grades VII and
VIII, Miss J. Stefanson, followed by Mabel S. Joseph, in grades IV-VI,
and Emma Thompson, Selkirk in grades I-II.
Though records are missing, Miss S. Stefansson recalls that Asta
Austman was principal in 1918-19, and that the school was closed part
of that year due to the infl uenza epidemic.
In 1919-1920, three principals were in charge during the school
year: M. Johnson, who remained only from the beginning of the fall
term to Sept. 12; Paul G. Hiebert, later a famous writer of humourous
poetry, who served from Sept. 12 to Oct. 18; and Gudmundur O.
Thorsteinsson, who came in October, 1919, and remained as principal
until the end of the 1920-21 term. Mr. Thorsteinsson entered Gimli
history again in the 1930s when he was the editor and publisher of a
mimeographed weekly paper during one summer.
Other staff members included Lara B. Thordarson, Miss 1. J.
Petursson, D. J. O'Connor, Maj or S. S. Bryan, who became assistant
principal in 1920-21, but left Gimli in December, 1921, it is said because
he did not wish to serve under a woman principal when Miss Olafia
Jonsson succeeded Mr. Thorsteinsson. J. Stefanson and Elizabeth
Knox of Winnipeg were also staff members in 1921.
M. A. Leet succeeded Major Bryans as assistant principal in 1922,
and in turn was succeeded by S. W. Code the following year. Della
Myers and Jean Gray taught grade I in succession, followed by
173

5Ia[[0[ll1e Public 5eI10011921-22. L. 10 R. Unknown. Miss Lara Tl1ordarson. Miss
Ola/ia Jonsson. rrineipal Major Bryan. Miss Gray. Miss Ingibjorg Pelursson.

Elizabeth Fahey of Emerson in 1922-23. Jean Gray remained on staff
several years, alternating between grades I and II. Olafia Jonsson was
principal from 1922 to 1925. It was in 1922-23 that Miss Margret Skaptason, later Mrs. N. K. Stevens, came on staff, and also Miss Ethel
Groves. Miss Sigurbjorg Stefansson, who researched this material fifty
years later, came on staff in 1922-23, and taught high school classes in
Gimli for forty years. Amy McPherson of Matlock, a very artistic
teacher, taught in 1923-24.
While Miss Olafia Jonsson was principal in the 1920s, Boys' and
Girls' Clubs were organized, with 30 girls taking sewing, and other
children taking part in calf, poultry, drawing, and handwork clubs.
Miss Jonsson, who in later years because the wife of the Rev. E.
Melan, was an outstanding educationist and dedicated teacher. One of
her innovations was a hot-lunch programme for students who came
from a distance. A cookstove in the high school classroom taught by
Miss S. Stefansson was the scene of the cooking, where roasts of meat
and vegetables to accompany them, were cooked, with the students each
contributing a modest sum each week. Miss Stefansson vividly recalls
the tantalizing aroma of the meat, and one occasion she will never
forget was a time when she was in the midst of teaching Gray's Elegy in
a Country Churchyard, and she thought she smelled the meat burning.
Rushing to the stove, still engrossed in her work, she grabbed the hot
pan without a potholder, and badly burned her hands, which stung for
days afterwards.
Miss Sigurbjorg Stefansson, Miss Jonsson's Assistant Principal,
was a Gold Medallist and holder of her B.A., and except for three oneyear periods, she remained on staff from 1923 to her retirement in 1962.
She and Miss Jonsson did much to establish the Gimli Public School as
an excellent centre of secondary education.
R. C. Mulligan and A. B. Gillespie succeeded Miss Jonsson as
principal, for short periods, and in turn were succeeded by William
Meldrum in 1929, who guided the school through the first five years of
the Depression - remembered as a sincere and devoted teacher. During
his term, probably in 1930, the mortgage was burned at a grand
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ceremony at which the Gimli Women's Institute served a dinner, and
the next day entertained the children. There was a second mortgage on
the addition to the same school built in 1940, which was paid off by
1957. The debt-free condition of the school enabled it to continue paying its teachers $80 a month during the 1930s, when other schools found
it difficult to pay $45 a month.
Mr. Meldrum was succeeded in 1934 by John K. Laxda1, who had
taught at Gimli from 1929 to 1933, when he was appointed principal of
Ardal School, Arborg. He had demonstrated his ability as an
educationist and community leader, maintaining excellent discipline.
He came to Gimli highly recommended, and during his tenure
developed for Gimli School the reputation of being one of the foremost
high schools in Manitoba for scholarship. He remained until 1947,
when he was appointed to the staff of the Manitoba Normal School.
Gimli School provided secondary education for students from the
surrounding districts, who at first were required to pay a fee, but later
the municipality contributed towards the maintenance of the high
school. The boundary of the Gimli School District extended one mile
north, west, and south of the town limits. Some students who attended
from outside these limits, made use of the daily train service. A student
rate of about one cent a mile was charged by the railway. The students
arrived at the school about 7:30 A.M., when they were admitted to the
school, to complete any unfinished assignments. At the end of the
school day, they would remain on the premises until about 5:00 P.M.
then go to the sitting room of the Como Hotel located across the road
from the Canadian Pacific Railway station, and await the arrival of the
train at 7:30 P.M. to bear then home again. Because of the inconvenience and expense, only the better students were sent to high
school during the Depression.
During Mr. Laxdal's term, the two-room high school became a
collegiate institute, and two rooms were added to the building.
C. D. Voigt succeeded Mr. Laxdal in 1947, remaining until he was
appointed Inspector of Schools in the Dauphin-Ochre area in 1949.
The post-war population explosion· resulted in 1947 in the need to
move the Grade Seven class to the town hall. In 1948 another temporary classroom was formed in the school basement. In 1949, a third
extra classroom was located in the upstairs room of the Gimli
Memorial Recreation Centre.
J. F. Morrison was principal in 1949, succeeded in 1950 by J. E.
Sigurjonsson. That year another temporary classroom was required at
the Memorial Centre, and the school library was converted into a temporary grade twelve classroom.
In the spring of 1950 the ratepayers voted overwhelmingly in
favour of spending $60,000 on a new collegiate. Work began that
summer on the eight-room collegiate, with provision for four additional
rooms in the basement if required. This building is located in the block
north of the old Gimli Public School, and in 1974 is the Miss S.
Stefansson School for grades four to six.
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The new collegiate was formally opened in March, 1951 with Mr.
Sigurjonsson as principal. John C. Gottfried became principal of the
elementary school. The collegiate included a commercial department,
sewing, shopwork, visual education, and sports.
Through the years the elementary school had been noted for the
concerts it held each year, with lavish costumes planned by the teachers,
and every child taking part. They were held in the old Parish Hall, and
proceeds were used to purchase school sports equipment. The
Collegiate began to present plays, and published a school yearbook
named in a contest THE MILESTONE, suggested by Ray Howard,
and continuing under that name in 1974.
J. P. Packota became high school principal in 1951, an energetic
organizer who took an active part in community affairs. The next principal was Walter T. Zyla, who had recently come from the Ukraine. He
encouraged extra-curricular activities, and organized a Home and
School Association. Since he left Gimli in 1957, he has resided at Lubbock, Texas, where he is a university professor with a notable career as
compiler of many literary works on well-known authors.
Norman E. Wright became principal in 1956, but fell ill of a terminal disease that fall, and passed away Feb. 19, 1957. Mr. Zyla reassumed the principalship during his illness, and was succeeded by G.
Wiseman for the balance of the year. Richard Buck became principal in
1957, remaining as Supervising Principal of the new Gimli Composite
High School when it opened in 1961.
During tts last year of operation, the staff of Gimli Collegiate
numbered eleven including the principal: R. Buck, Miss S. Stefansson,
John Dawson, John Keryluk, David Liang, Mrs. M. Boyd, Mr. and
Mrs. A. Deshauer, Miss K. Taylor, and Nick Melnychuk. Mr. Liang,
Mr. Melnychuk, and Mr. Dawson are still on staff in 1974.
Miss Stefansson was outstanding in the teaching of languages, being well qualified to teach French, Latin, Icelandic, and English. From

/farrr Shrlllko and Dannr Dellledash receiving the Governor Genera!"s
Medal/rolll Gov.-Gen. Vincent Massey.
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1923 to 1931, Icelandic was taught whenever there was a demand for it.
Gimli was the only school outside of Winnipeg to make use of the provision made by the Department of Education in 1901 placing Icelandic on
the Programme of Studies as a second language in grades nine to
twelve. French and Latin were both offered until the 1950s when Latin
was dropped due to insufficient demand. In the 1960s and 1970s, in the
Gimli Composite High School, French and Ukrainian are offered, but
not Icelandic. In the 1970s, a pilot project in teaching Icelandic to
grades one to three is being tested, and children can receive French and
Ukrainian instruction from grade one up.
John C. Gottfried remained elementary principal until 1956, when
he resigned to accept a position on the Goulding School staff at Aspen
Park. Sam Yaremchuk was principal in Gimli until 1959, when he was
succeeded by Michael Moroz, still elementary principal in 1974.
When the Gimli Composite High School was opened in 1961,
grades five to eight moved into the former collegiate, and Mrs. Ellen
Magnusson was made vice-principal of grades one to four. The principal's position was made supervisory in 1965.
With the larger school units' introduction in the Interlake as a pilot
project, the one-room schools gradually closed and the children were
transported into Gimli by school bus. Minerva School had been closed
prior to amalgamation, due to danger of their location adjacent to the
runways of the air base. The Gimli School became badly overcrowded,
and the Gimli local school board, in its final years before being dissolved in favour of the Evergreen School Division, faced the necessity of
building a new school. A violent controversy as to its location occupied
public and school board attention for months, with some favouring the
school being built near the high school, across the tracks and the
Number Nine highway, while others felt this location was inconvenient
and dangerous for children from the town. The board was divided on
this issue. Finally, the last home in the block adjacent to the Gimli

Gill/Ii E!ell/el/larl' Slafl- /960; Back Roll': Pril1cipa/ M. Moroz, M. Kubas, D.
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/v!agl/llssol1. Mr. Lag/oil'£'.
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School was purchased. The board had purchased other properties in
previous years intending to build there. The block of Second Street
North between the schools was closed, and a new one-storey modern
brick school was built for grades kindergarten through grade three, and
next to it, joined to it and to the former collegiate, was a large 12classroom count gymnatorium, something long needed for physical
education. The new school has 12 classrooms, and offices.
The gymnatorium has enabled the elementary school children to
hold art and science fairs, concerts, and volleyball and basketball tournaments.
Sod was turned for the new school in 1967, and it was opened that
fall, with the official opening of the gymnatorium in 1968, with an impressive list of guest speakers. Dr. George Johnson, former Gimli
physician and then provincial Minister of Education, cut the ribbon,
along with Thor Stevens, a kindergarten pupil descended from Gimli
pioneers ..
The three schools were officially named in a contest for the school
children conducted by the Gimli Women's Institute, who offered prizes.
The judges selected the name of Miss Sigurbjorg Stefansson, longstanding teacher and a life member of the Women's Institute, fbr the
grades 4-6 school; the new school was named George Johnson School,
after the Minister of Education, and the old school, now occupied by
grades seven and eight, was left Gimli Public School. This school
became a separate entity as the Gimli Junior High School in 1973, but
was closed in March 1974, and the junior high students moved into the
Gimli Composite High School, when a large chunk of tyndall stone fell
from above the door of the 58-year-old building, narrowly missing the
head of a caretaker. I nspectors condemned it for school use without extensive renovations; but the fine brick building is still one of the sturdiest looking buildings in Gimli, now used only ·by maintenance staff.
Ted Jaremy is principal of the Junior High School. Mrs. Mary
Shebeski is assistant principal, in charge of grades four to six.

Chairman Dan Wawrykol\' turning tlwsodfor the George Johnson School. L. to R.:
L. Tergesen, T Cherney, E. Magnusson, N. Kozak, V Einarson, G. Philips, C.
Hallle/I'nck, H. Bouillet, M. Moroz.
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Dr. George Johnson and Thor Stevens clltting the ribbon to open the George Johnson School. assisted by Slipt. John ChalaturI7yk.

Mr. Baldlll" Kristjansson addressing the gathering.

From early times, for many years, free textbooks were provided,
which included the Victorian Primer, First and Second Reader, BiLingual Reader, Primary Geography, and Morang's Modern
Arithmetic. A number of citizens have given long and dedicated service
to our schools.
Gudni Thorsteinsson was among the first to teach in the schools
when they were established by the pioneers; he was a school board
member and for several years secretary-treasurer. B. B. Olson was
secretary-treasurer for 12 to 13 years. Stefanson Eldjarnsson became
secretary-treasurer next, serving until 1946, when he was succeeded by
John Haas, who carried out his duties ably until January, 1966, when he
resigned in order to devote his full time to his work as secretarytreasurer of the R.M. of Gimli. For the brief period remaining, Charles
Hamrlynk, a high school teacher was secretary-treasurer of the Gimli
school board.
Among those with long service on the school board were: Einar S.
Jonasson, Harry Lawson, Hannes Kristjanson (who served over 25
years, ten of them as chairman); W. J. Arnason, Harold Bjarnason, Dr.
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A. B. Ingimundson, H. R. Tergesen. Four women have served ably on
the board: in the early years, Mrs. Kristjana Thordarson, and Mrs. H.
Erlendson; and in more recent times, Mrs. Margaret Olson and Mrs.
Lara H. Tergesen, the latter who was a member for six years, some of
them as chairman.
Many Gimli teachers have been hometown products who returned
to their old school to teach: among them, Miss J. V. (Joey) Thordarson,
a beloved primary teacher for 20 years; Miss Ljotun Thorsteinsson,
who taught grade three; John C. Gottfried, grade eight teacher and
principal; Miss Lara Solmundson, now Mrs. Lara Tergesen, and her
two brothers, Franz Solmundson and Oscar Solmundson, the latter
who was killed overseas in the R.C.A.F. in the Second World War;
Miss Kristine Benson, who taught before her marriage, and returned to
teach as Mrs. KristoffersoIT and is still teaching in 1974, having earned
her degree while teaching; Miss Sylvia Thorsteinsson, later Mrs. Oli
Kardal; Franklin Olson, Miss Lara Thordarson, and Miss Ethel
Greenberg. In later years, Gimli-raised teachers have included Miss
Hulda Bjarnason, who as daughter of caretaker Ingolfur N. Bjarnason
was born in a basement suite in the Gimli School; Miss Doris Howard,
Miss May Kardal, who is now Mrs. Tony Peiluck and teaching at Winnipeg Beach. Presently on staff are Dan Luprypa, guidance counsellor,
Victor Thordarson, and in the high school, Robert Arnason and Ken
Kristofferson.
Teachers who came to teach and remained as citizens of the community, through marriage, include Miss Margret Skaptason, now Mrs.
N. K. Stevens; Miss Ellen Frederickson, now Mrs. Ellen Magnusson,
widow of Franklin Magnusson, who has continued as grade two teacher
till her impending retirement in 1975; Mrs. Margaret Paterson, now
Mrs. Paul Olson. Miss Edith Loewen taught in Gimli and married Eric
Orton, teaching for many more years before they left Gimli. Miss
Alison Miller taught at Gimli, and returned in the 1970s as the bride of
Ted Olson, and is teaching at Gimli High School.
Ingolfur N. Bjarnason set the record as caretaker for the longest
period, from 1938 to 1964. The previous holder of that record was Arni
Gottskalksson, who served 17 years, and died at the Betel Home. Mr.
Bjarnason, like his predecessor, did much arduous work, carrying water
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for the entire school over two blocks, until waterworks were installed in
1951. One of the most difficult periods was the time when a new furnace
which was the wrong model and too small for the school was installed.
Until the error was rectified, Mr. Bjarnason spent many nights tending
that furnace in an effort to have the school warm enough for the pupils
and teachers.
In those days, the caretaker also served as truant officer, tracking
down delinquent children who did not turn up for classes. Now the
schools have many caretaker:i, and bus drivers, and a supervisor of
maintenance for the division, in the person of Victor Srutwa.
In grades kindergarten to six, children now come to GimIi from as
far north as Arnes, as far west as Fraserwood, and as far south as
Minerva and Willow Creek. Grades seven and eight also come from
Winnipeg Beach in addition to these points, as do high school students,
some of them from as far south as Matlock. Now children from this
wide area know each other well, as fellow pupils of the same school.
They have bus trips to Winnipeg, to visit museums and other points;
school teams travel by bus for inter-school and inter-division tournaments; and except for those few days in winter when roads are
blocked by storms, they share the same breadth of education as their
fellow Canadians in urban areas. But some of those from the most distant points may be away from home from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to
achieve this equality.
D. Rural Schools:
I. Arnes School District No. 586:
Arnes Scliool District was incorporated June 6, 1899, as the Arnes
Protestant School District. The first teacher was J. Magnus Bjarnason,
who had immigrated from Iceland in 1875: The first school was erected
near the lake at Drunken Point, so named because the surrounding land
was extremely wet.
During the first few years classes were held only from three to six
months of the year, as regular attendance was difficult to maintain due
to the farm work.
An account of the early school written by one of the students,
recorded by Magnus E. Gudlaugsson, in Three Times a Pioneer, 1959,
reads:
"The Arnes School was much smaller than the one at Gimli, and
not nearly so many pupils ... among them are some who became outstanding in various ways. These included the Benjaminssons, Skuli and
I nga; the Hjorleifssons, Leifi, Inga, and Bjorn; the Sigurdssons, Sigurjon, Sigurdur, and Rikka; the Thorvaldssons, Thorbergur and Thorvaldur, two brothers of Sveinn Thorvaldsson. Thorbergur Thorvaldsson
became a professor of chemistry at the University of Saskatchewan,
and Thorvaldur died just before his graduation from Harvard, in the
same class as Vilhjalmur Stefansson, the world-famous explorer who
was born at Arnes.
In 1900 the district was divided into Arnes North No. 586 and
Arnes South No. 1054.
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Kiarna School in late 20s.

In 1950 the school near Drunken Point was abandoned and a new
one built a mile north of the village of Arnes.
When the Evergreen School Division was formed in 1966-67,
pupils from south of Arnes were transported to the Gimli Schools,
while those north of Ames go to Riverton.
2. Kjarna S.D. No. 647:
Kjarna School District was established April 11, 1891. For the first
ten years, classes were conducted in a log house north of Willow Creek,
originally erected for church services in 1879, and used as a chapel until
a church was built in 1905. Benedikt Arason was chairman of the
board, and Baldvin Jonsson secretary. Sveinn Kristjansson, Valdimar
Thorsteinsson, and Joseph Sigurdsson were elected to the board.
In 1900 the district was divided, and the northern part became the
Minerva School District.
In 1901 a school house was built on the Husavik farmstead; that
building was sold in 1918 and a new school constructed. Two rooms
were added, in 1951 and in 1957, when the building was modernized and
waterworks installed.
Grades nine and ten were taught by correspondence for many
years. Regular high school classes were begun in 1951.
Kris Kernested served as chairman of the board for 20 years. Kjarna School pupils were transported to Winnipeg Beach following formation of the Evergreen Division, though for a time junior grades used the
school, and also the Training for the Mentally Handicapped class.
3. Minerva S.D. 1045:
Minerva School District was formed Jan. 9, 1900. The first oneroom elementary school was located one mile west and one mile south
of Gimli. In 1952 a modern school was erected a half mile west, but
when runways of the Canadian Forces Base were extended, the site was
considered a threat to the lives of the pupils, so the school was moved
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back to its former site. However, it was never used after it was moved,
since arrangements were made to transport the pupils to Gimli. Eventually the building was sold on tender, to Kjartan Geirholm, who moved
it to Gimli and remodelled it for a home. The last teacher was Michael
Shewaga, and the second last, Mrs. Ethel Howard.
4. Felsendorf S.D. 1096:
Felsendorf School District was formed Jan. 2, 1901, one of the first
in the area to be formed by settlers from eastern Europe. Two schools
were erected ... Felsendorf North, and Felsendorf South. The south
school was on the ridge about five miles west of Gimli, on the road to
Fraserwood, while the north school was four miles northwest of it.
Both schools had heavy enrolments during the early years. Such
family names as Rech, Koch, Kaminski, Schnerch, Paracholski, and
Berezowski, are still common in the district and appear frequently in
the registers.
The Sisters of St. Benedict have conducted school at Felsendorf as
have many lay teachers. Frank Olson of Gimli taught there in 1921-22.
He had a class of 69 pupils enrolled in grades one to six. The chairman
of the board was Michael Rojeski, secretary-treasurer, Peter Rech, and
one of the trustees was John Koch.
Fe1sendorf school ceased operating in 1957 due to insufficient
enrolment. Pupils from the north school attended Park School, while
those from the south school attended either at Fraserwood or Lilac
Schools.
5. Foley S.D. 1125:
Foley School District was formed June 25, 1901. It is a
predominantly Ukrainian settlement about 12 miles southwest of
Gimli.
The one-room elementary school constructed in 1901 has become
well known for the extremely high enrolment over the years. Peter
Susky, who taught there during the 1930s, had at one time an enrolment
of over 80 pupils in grades one to eight. He remarked that one day they
were all present at once, which created a difficult situation for the
teacher.
In 1952 the old school was destroyed by fire, and replaced by a
modern one. Following consolidation, pupils were transported to Winnipeg Beach.
6. Willow Creek S.D. 1138:
The Willow Creek settlement was, along with Felsendorf, one of
the first to be settled by immigrants from eastern Europe. Among the
earliest arrivals were P. Lupichuk and his brother, who came with their
wives and families to homestead in 1897. Peter Shewaga arrived in
1898. There were also three Jewish families among the first arrivals.
One was a blacksmith and the others were farmers.
The school district, located five miles west and two miles south of
Gimli, was formed June 25, 1901. Prior to its formation, an itinerant
school teacher had taught, in the homes for the first three or four years.
The first log school was built in 1901, and a teacherage was later
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erected. Some of the later teachers included Michael Moroz, now principal of Gimli elementary school, and Mrs. Ethel Howard. The school
was closed in 1961, and the children transported to Gimli.
7. Dnister S.D. 1463:
Dnister School District was formed on June 19, 1908. The first
teacher, Mr. Chaikowski, held classes in the Sochaski home until the
new school was built. A second room was added later, and high school
classes were taught by correspondence. In 1937 this building was
destroyed by fire. A new one-room school was built, and the southern
portion of the district withdrew May 18, 1937, to form Lilac School
District.
The Dnister school yard also held a two-room teacherage, and was
beautifully landscaped with an evergreen hedge and trees. This is one of
the predominantly Ukrainian districts, and one in which the culture and
traditions of the Ukraine were perpetuated for many years. The
teachers were usually leaders of the community, organizing concerts
and plays in which everyone took part. This is dealt with more fully
elsewhere. The early teachers were graduates of the Ruthenian
Teachers' Normal School.
Greg Marko, a teacher of long standing, with great talent, organized a Youth Club which learned sewing, knitting, and fine embroi-

Dilisler pupils.
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dery. A softball league was organized. Even a political rally held by J.
T. Thorson, later Chief Justice of the Exchequer Court, was the occasion for a softball competition for the Thorson Trophy. Peter Wesley
was another teacher with long tenure at Dnister. The schoolhouse was
sold after consolidation in the Division, and moved to South Beach. The
property was purchased by Edward Goodman, who renovated and
enlarged the teacherage for a home.
8. Lilac S.D. 2282:
Lilac School district, two miles west of Gimli on the Fraserwood
Road was formed May 18, 1937. It resulted from a petition circulated
by the residents requesting the new location. When it opened in 1937, it
had. 38 pupils. P. J. Humeniuk was the first teacher, and he was
succeeded by Alexander Ewanchuk, who remained two years. R. D.
Persoage and Michael Shewaga each remained one year. In 1943 Greg
Marko, well known for his arts and crafts, came to teach, remaining
seven years. He was followed by A. J. Nickey, John Melnyk, Mrs. H.
Pashnitski, Miss M. L. Klym, Mrs. Ingibjorg Nelson, and Peter
Wesley.
Lilac School was closed with the formation of the division.
9. Public Schools at Camp Morton:
For many years, the three schools in the Camp Morton area were
conducted by Sisters of Service who resided in their own cottage at the
Camp.
Camp Morton was established as a Catholic camp by Monsignor
Morton on property by the lake, five miles north of Gimli, formefly the
farm of J. Maier, which was purchased in 1920. The district around the
camp was settled around the turn of the century by German-Polish
Catholics.
King Edward School No. 1291 was established June 3, 1904. This
first school at Haas, now Camp Morton, was a log structure two miles
west of the lakeshore. The first teacher was Albert E. Kristjanson of
Gimli.
In 1915 King Edward No.2 was erected, three miles west of the
lake. A. B. Romanow was the first teacher. Frank Olson was included
among the teachers. The last lay teacher was Esther Sullivan.
King Edward No.1 School was erected in 1916, about a mile west
of the lake. The first teacher was Inga Tergesen, daughter of Gimli
merchant H. P. Tergesen, and the last lay teacher was Lara H.
Solmundson, now Mrs. S. J. Tergesen.
The Sisters of Service arrived in Camp Morton in 1924 to take
charge of the King Edward Schools. The first Sister at King Edward
No. I was Sister Catherine Donnelly, who took charge of 25 pupils.
Sister Donnelly in 1974 is in retirement at Camp Morton.
Sister Margaret Guest was assigned to King Edward No.2 School,
where she had 36 pupils.
Until Christmas, 1924, when the Sisters moved into permanent
quarters of their own, they lived at the Camp in Mr. Maier's old
farmhouse. For transportation to school, the Sisters had three horses,
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Sisters o(service with Cardinal G. B. Flahiff. Fathers M. Moore and T. J. Hoeks, on
their 50th Anniversary at Camp Morton.

which Sister Donnelly, an animal lover, cared for. During the first few
years they drove daily to school, stabling their horses at neighbouring
farms. Later a stable was built at the No.2 school. During severe winter
weather, the Sisters would secure board and lodging at one of the farm
homes.
In 1939, the Sisters added Bismarck School at Berlo, six miles
northwest of the motherhouse. A teacherage at this school became
headquarters for the teachers of Bismarck and King Edward No. 2
Schools. A heated caboose was used for transportation in the winter.
Most of the roads in the district were very poor during the first 15
years the Sisters were there. During wet seasons, wagon and buggy
wheels became weighted with the sticky gumbo soil and cut deep ruts up
to the axles. A new touring car donated to the Sisters in 1929, was used
only in good weather.
In addition to teaching, the Sisters performed numerous services
for the community. They maintained at their home a well-stocked lending library, the books donated by wealthier parishes. An Ontario parish
donated three organs, one placed at King Edward No. 2 School,
another in the church, and the third kept by the Sisters for choir practice. Sunday schools were taught in the missions cared for by the parish
priest. The Sisters instructed the children in the. catechism, preparing
them for First Communion and Confirmation. The Sisters also provided a free nursing service, with Sister Catherine Wymlis as the first
nurse. She was succeeded by Sister Brunning and Sister Firman. When
the Johnson Memorial Hospital opened in 1939, this service was no
longer necessary.
In 1974-75, the Sisters of Service have been serving the Camp
Morton area for fifty years. The one-room schools are closed now, and
the children transported to Gimli, but Sister Lena Renaud continues to
teach at Gimli School, teaching French, and carries on many other services to the Camp Morton Catholic Church, St. Benedict's. Sister
Donnelly and another Sister of Service in retirement, live with her and
keep house.
E. Goulding School District No. 2337:
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Goulding School District was established to serve children from
the Canadian Forces Base, Gimli, on Aug. 11, 1952. It closed down
when the Base was closed in 1971.
Prior to that time, air force dependents attended Gimli schools,
which became very overcrowded.
In 1952, permanent married quarters were established at Aspen
Park, east of the base, and an eight-room school was built. This elementary school was named Goulding School in honour of Wing Commander A. G. Goulding, M.C.; D.F.C., first commander of the Gimli
base. His wife Margaret was present at the official opening. Allan
Sargeant was the first principal. The school opened with about 90
students from kindergarten to grade eight. Nick Danyluk succeeded
Mr. Sargeant as principal in 1955. Within four years it was necessary to
add four more classrooms, and in 1958 Mr. Danyluk was appointed
supervising principal.
During the first years all air force dependent children living in
Gimli were transported to Goulding School. In the last few years of
operation this policy changed and town-resident children attended
Gimli schools. Air force children in high school attended Gimli Composite High School, with the Department of National Defence paying
the division for this arrangement.
Goulding School was administered by an Official Trustee and a
Secretary. Usually the Official Trustee was the Base Administration
Officer.
Goulding School was maintained by the federal Department of
National Defence, which supplied every need, down to paper and pencils, for the pupils and teachers. It followed the curriculum of the
Manitoba Department of Education.
F. Other Educational Activities:
I. Courses Sponsored by the Department of Agriculture: Sewing:
Girls' sewing classes were organized in Gimli in the early 1920s
through the Extension Service of the Department of Agriculture. This
was an extra-curricular activity combined with shopwork for the boys.
First, second, and third year sewing courses were taught to grades
six, seven, and eight every Friday afternoon, organized by Miss Olafia
Jonsson. The Gimli Women's Institute donated the first three treadle
sewing machines.
Every year the work of the girls was displayed at an achievement
day and the best shown at Club rallies held at Teulon, Arborg, or
Selkirk. One year, two Third Year students, Josephine Johnson and
Eileen Einarson were chosen to represent Manitoba at the Royal
Winter Fair in Toronto. Their teacher was Miss J. V. Thordarson, in
charge of third year sewing for many years. Other sewing teachers with
long service were Miss Ljotun Thorsteinsson and Miss Ethel
Greenberg.
When the Gimli School was wired for electricity in 1949, the
School Board bought three electric sewing machines. At that time over
60 girls were taking instruction.
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After 1955, these extra-curricular actIvIties were taken out of
school, and volunteer leaders instructed the 4-H Clubs. In 1960 there
was a renewal of interest in the schools and sewing was re-introduced,
with mothers and other volunteers assisting the staff.
The Boys' and Girls' Clubs became 4-H Clubs later. A very active
organization has existed at the Minerva district for many years. AlI the
children in that district have had the advantage of membership in 4-H
Sewing, Calf, and Garden Clubs, and more recently, Home Economics
Clubs. Ongoing leadership has been provided by the mothers and
fathers in the district, and this constant program has shown results in
the achievements of children from this district. 4-H projects include, as
welI as the actual skilIs taught, training in leadership, public speaking,
and character development. Exchange visits between clubs in various
parts of Canada and the United States, broaden the outlook and
knowledge of the members.
A 4-H Club was formed in the Town of Gimli several years ago,
when the program was made available to town as welI as rural
members. The Gimli 4-H Club has sponsored programs of sewing,
handicrafts, grooming, art, and holds its achievement day each spring.
Work is judged for alI 4-H Clubs by the home economist of the Extension Service of the Department of Agriculture, and blue, red, and
white ribbons are awarded. The best work, and best demonstrations,
are sent to regional rallies. Members are awarded trips to camp at
Gimli, trips to other areas, etc. Public speaking is judged at the local
level, and the first and second place winners go on to the regional competition, and from there the best go to provincial competition.
Riding horseback has become a hobby with many local young people during the past few years, and a 4-H Lighthorse Club has been the
result. Mrs. Sam Greenberg has been one of the hard-working and
enth usiastic organizers of this project.
2. Courses Sponsored by the Department of Education:
The Department of Education of the provincial government acquired a camp directly north of Gimli, which had belonged to the
O.B.U. (One Big Union), before it was disbanded. At this camp, the
Department began to sponsor Youth Leadership courses in 1939. The
first objective was to provide training for youth during the depression
years. This course was discontinued for youth folIowing the outbreak of
World War II, but became an essential course for teachers until the
1950s. All Manitoba teachers during that period were required to take
this course, consisting of physical education, folk dancing, music, art,
crafts, and public speaking, in order to obtain their permanent certificate.
Some of the Gimli young people who took the youth leadership
course the first year, Miss Ruby Thorsteinson, (now Mrs. H. R. Tergesen), Miss J. V. Thordarson, and John Howardson, conducted courses
in Gimli upon completion of their own courses. Jon K. Laxdal, principal of the Gimli School, organized groups of the Gimli young people
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who met in the Parish Hall two evenings a week, for lessons in tu'mbling, folk dancing, tap dancing, and physical education, instructed by
these three young people.
In 1962, when the Department of Education had ceased to make
the Gimli summer course compulsory for certification, a decline in the
number of applications led to the discontinuance of the course for
teachers. John H. Menzies, who was school inspector for the Gimli
area, was director of the Youth Leadership Camp from 1947 to 1962.
This camp has in recent years been completely renovated and
winterized, and is used the year round by the Provincial Department of
Recreation, Cultural Activities, and Tourism, for a wide variety of
courses. Resident Manager is Fred Rankin.
3. Courses Sponsored by the Department of Labour: Home Making Courses:
In 1938, a three-month home making course was held in what is
now the home of Dr. and Mrs. Frank Scribner, Third Avenue. This
course was provided under the Dominion-Provincial Youth Training
Plan to train young people between 16 and 25 years of age for employment. It could be strictly occupational or for the improvement of health
and morale. Grants were made available through the federal Department of Labour, which made agreements with the provincial
departments, chiefly of Education and Labour, which were prepared to
pay half the costs of the training projects.
The Home Making course at Gimli had an enrolment of about 40,
from the surrounding district. Some came from as far as 20 miles away,
and had to find board and room in town. The subjects taught were sewing, cooking, and home planning.
The course was not offered the next year, but girls wishing training
could enroll at classes at the Training School at Austin and Sutherland
Streets in Winnipeg.
G. Special Educational Services:
I. General Shop:
The first General Shop course was begun at Gimli by Oscar
Solmundson in 1938. For many years prior to that time, he had taught
fretwork. Grade seven and eight students were so enthusiastic that he
persuaded the school board to institute regular shopwork and to finance
a course for himself as instructor.
When Mr. Solmundson enlisted during the war, he was succeeded
by Alexander Ewanchuk in this work. A special grant was made
available by the Department of Education in 1940, which was used to
purchase a wood lathe, drill press, and forge.
H. E. Beddome, a dedicated teacher who loved woodwork, followed, and expanded the work area in the basement to accommodate 20
boys. When he resigned to become town secretary-treasurer in 1946,
local help was sought to carryon the woodwork. When this did not
succeed, John C. Gottfried, who had been hired to teach grades seven
and eight that year, with a class of 51, was asked to take charge of the
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woodwork. He became responsible for shopwork in grades eight, nine,
and ten, in addition to his regular classes. In 1948 he took a general
shop course at the Manitoba Technical Institute and received an industrial arts certificate, the first qualified shop instructor in Gimli. During the following year the shops were expanded to include a patternmaking and aluminum moulding area. Drafting became a major subject.
When the high school classes moved into the Collegiate, in 1951, it
became impractical to carryon shopwork in those grades, and the
course was limited to grades six, seven, and eight. Alfred Roehl
succeeded Mr. Gottfried, and he was followed by Cecil Hopko. The
course was discontinued in 1957 because no instructor was available.
2. Kindergarten:
Classes for kindergarten age children first began as a volunteer
program two or three days a week, for half days, at the Gimli Lutheran
Church, in 1957. Mrs. J. H. Menzies, Mrs. Arthur Sea by, and Mrs. D.
R. Oakley were the volunteer teachers, and about 20 children were
enrolled. This volunteer program was much appreciated by mothers of
five-year olds, proving a valuable preparation for school.
When the Gimli Composite High School opened in 1961, regular
kindergarten classes were introduced into the Gimli elementary schools.
Goulding School at the Canadian Forces Base was the first school
in the area to hold kindergarten classes, since 1952.
3. Music:
Music teachers who have made lasting contributions to musical
education include: Oli Thorsteinson, who taught both violin and piano
lessons in the area for over 30 years; Miss Sylvia Thorsteinsson (Mrs.
Oli Kardal), who taught piano for many years; Johannes Palsson, a
teach.er of violin, in the Arborg-Riverton area; Mrs. Lilja Martin, his
sister, who taught piano for many years; Mrs. Gloria Valgardson, who
was principal piano teacher at Gimli until she perished in a fire which
destroyed her home in 1965. Many fine music teachers who have been
wives of air force personnel have also given their services while stationed at Gimli. In 1974, most students of piano receive lessons from
either Mrs. Solange Liang, wife of David Liang, teacher, or Mrs. Tillie
Fijn, whose husband Gerald tunes and services pianos.
4. Canadian Association for the Mentally Retarded:
Prior to 1958, mentally retarded children in the Gimli area had no
opportunity to attend school. This was the case all over Manitoba, as
well as in other parts of Canada. The Canadian Association for Retarded Children was started throughout the country by concerned parents
who wished to give their children every opportunity they could handle.
In the Gimli area, it was through the efforts of Miss Betty Brown, the
Gimli public health nurse, that meetings were held to try to form an
Association. Dr. George Johnson, former Gimli doctor and then
provincial Minister of Health, attended and offered all the assistance he
could. A meeting was held April 30, 1958, when the following executive
was elected: FlO Ray Stewart, Dr. George Johnson, T. K. Amason,
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Allan Bailey, S. J. Stefanson, Mrs. S. J. Tergesen, N. Danyluk, Alex
Kozlowski, Betty Brown, Mrs. F. Biluke, and Mrs. R. Howard.
At a later meeting, W. M. Dryden was elected president, Ray
Stewart vice-president, Miss Irene Miller secretary, and S. J. Stefanson
treasurer.
At that period, half-day classes could be established by parent
groups where there were at least five children eligible to attend.
Through the health nurse, these children had to be assessed confidentially by provincial psychiatrists before admission to classes. When the
Gimli branch was first organized, there were only three eligible
children; however, the required number of five was soon found by Miss
Brown in the Gimli-Winnipeg Beach-Camp Morton area.
Retarded children were not placed under the Department of
Education, but under the Department of Health, and the local groups
were responsible for obtaining funds to operate classes. The Department of Health was committed to paying grants of $50 per month per
child enrolled, based on attendance of at least 80%. This grant was contingent upon the municipalities each paying $20 to $25 per month per
child resident in that municipality. Any other funds had to come from
parents or from donations from service clubs or fund raising projects of
the Association. The grants from the provincial government were
collected by the Manitoba Division of the Association, and forwarded
to the branches after deducting assessment fees for the provincial share
of the work.
The first class commenced in the fall of 1958 in the lower
auditorium of the Gimli Lutheran Church, with three children enrolled
for half-day classes, under Mrs. Tillie Kram, who had taken a fourweek course at the Kinsmen School in Winnipeg. Substantial donations
from the Gimli Kinsmen Club and other local groups gave the Association a good start financially. The use of the church was donated on the
understanding that a donation would be made to the church when possible. The class continued to meet there until the fall of 1961, when space
was made available in what is now the Stefansson School. Though the
class occupied public school space, the Association was still responsible
for all administration and operation of the class. An annual tea and
bazaar at which crafts made by the pupils were sold, kept the public
aware of the class, and assisted with expenses.
In 1963, when Mrs. Kram left Gimli, Mrs. Winnifred McPherson
of Whytewold became teacher, and continued in this position until her
own retirement in 1971. She still acts as substitute when necessary. By
1964-65 there were six pupils enrolled, and a number of volunteers,
many of them wives of air force personnel, came in at times to assist the
teacher. Several of these women went on to full time work with the
retarded elsewhere as a result of their experience at Gimli.
In September, 1965, the class started full days, and that same year
the public school indicated that space was no longer available, so the
class moved back to the Lutheran auditorium, the Association now
paying $250 for a ten-month period.
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In 1967 changes III legislation in Manitoba 'placed the education of
retarded children where it rightfully belonged, under the responsibility
of the Department of Education. No longer was the local association
responsible for hiring teachers, finding accommodation, or raising
funds to maintain the class. However, assessments continue to be paid
to the Manitoba Division, since the Association for the Mentally
Retarded now turns its full attention towards the provision of
workshops for adults and pre-school classes.
In the Gimli area there are still not enough adults to make the establishment of a workshop feasible, and no pre-school children for a
nursery class. The local association has continued meeting four or five
times a year, and holds annual Christmas parties and picnics for the
school class, which now is located in the Winnipeg Beach School, with a
special room with its own toilet facilities. By the fall of 1974 the class
had only four pupils left. One girl was attending the workshop in Winnipeg, for some years partially assisted by the Gimli branch; others are
at home, some working at various occupations. In 1974 the Gimli
branch voted to amalgamate with the Arborg branch, which is opening
a workshop, Riverdale Centre in January, 1975. They hope that Gimli
adults will be able to attend the workshop at Arborg.
Presidents of the Gimli Branch, Canadian Association for the
Mentally Retarded have been: W. M. Dryden, S. J. Stefan son, T. K.
Arnason, Dr. W. A. Rozecki, Sam Greenberg, A. J. Sargeant, Sister
Lena Renaud, Mrs. Virginia Pineau, and for the last four years, Albert
Markusson. Secretaries have been Irene Miller, Mrs. Tillie Kram, Mrs.
Selma Menzies, and from 1963 to 1974, Mrs. Ethel Howard, who also
took over the position of treasurer in 1971.
Gary Peak taught the class when Mrs. McPherson retired, and
after two years went to Selkirk, to become principal of the Old Happy
Thought School for the T.M.H. (Training of the mentally handicapped). Miss Wendy Slimmon came as teacher for one year, and the
present teacher is Mrs. Matwee.
The Gimli branch has received an allotment from the Gimli and
District United Way since it was organized, and donations from the
Calvert Employees Fund as well as from other local groups.
Mrs. Lynne Stacey was an active supporter of the group while she
was in Gimli, and was instrumental in establishing a Cub pack for the
boys, of which she was the leader. After she left Gimli, it disbanded.
The activity it gave the boys had a lasting effect on their progress, and it
received national mention in association pUblications.
The Gimli Branch of the C.A.M.R. performed an important service to children who previously had been given no opportunity to attend
school, and in association with similar groups ail over Manitoba,
succeeded in obtaining for these children the same rights as other
children. Now the Evergreen School Division provides education for the
mentally handicapped as well as others, and a co-ordinator of special
education, Sister Rita Petit, is employed to supervise all special classes
in the division.
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THE EVERGREEN SCHOOL DIVISION
The Evergreen School Division No. 22 came into existence as the
result of a referendum held in March, 1959. The trustees elected to the
first Evergreen Division Board were: Siggi Vopnford, Arborg; Adam
Kasupski, Gimli, Dr. A. B. Ingimundson, Gimli; K. Thorarinson,
Riverton; J. Werbenuk, Fraserwood; P. Zaboroski, Winnipeg Beach, R.
L. Peaker, Riverton, was appointed Secretary-Treasurer.
At first, the Division was mainly concerned with high school
education, as elementary schools were still under the jurisdiction of
local school boards. Grants from the Department of Education,
however, were submitted to the Division Board for distribution to the
smaller boards.
It was decided by the division board that three high schools could
best serve the division, at Gimli, Arborg, and Riverton. These were
built to be ready for classes in September, 1961.
The Gimli Composite High School was erected west of the town
limits of Gimli. It contains 21 classrooms, with spacious and wellequipped physics and chemistry rooms, home economics rooms, industrial arts areas, commercial course facilities, a fine library, a
lunchroom, and a large auditorium-gymnasium.
Richard Buck was appointed supervising principal of Gimli Composite High School. In 1963 Nick M elnychuk was appointed assistant
principal, a position he holds still in 1974.
In 1964, Mr. Buck stepped down as principal to become assistant
principal, and Inspector J. H. Menzies was appointed principal. He
held this position one year before resigning, and in 1965 Harvey Benson, who had been principal of Arborg Collegiate Institute since 1961,
was appointed supervising principal of Gimli Composite High School, a
position he still holds in 1974. Mr. Melnychuk, who had reverted to
teacher for one year, was re-appointed assistant principal in 1965.
In 1965, public meetings were held throughout the Division on the
subject of consolidation of schools and in 1966 the Interlake was made
a pilot project for the introduction of the large school division in
Manitoba, without referendum as was later carried out in the rest of the
province by vote.
All schools in the Evergreen Division, from Matlock to the south,
to Riverton and Hecla to the north, Arborg, Vidir, Fraserwood, to the
west, were amalgamated into the Evergreen School Division. The Division office was first at Riverton, since R. L. Peaker was the SecretaryTreasurer, but later on was moved to Gimli, at first in the Composite
High School, but when space was needed for classes, it was moved to
the Valgardson Building on Centre Street, where it is now.
There are five wards in the Division: Ward One comprises the
former school districts of Big Island, Mennville, Riverton Consolidated, Rosenburg, Shorncliffe, and Woodglen: Ward Two comprises the former school districts of Arborg Consolidated, New Valley,
and Okno; Ward Three comprises Fraserwood, Malonton, Meleb; and
others; Ward Four comprises the former school districts of Arnes
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South, Berlo, Bradbury, Dnister, Gimli, King Edward, Lilac, Minerva,
Willow Creek, and that part of Felsendorf within the R.M. of Gimli;
Ward Five comprises the former school districts of Foley, Kjarna,
Melnice, Prout, Whytewold Beach, and Winnipeg Beach. In Wards 1,
2, 4, and 5, there are two trustees elected for two year terms in alternate
years: one year, a resident of the town or viIlage, the other, a resident of
the rural area. Ward 3 has only one trustee. AIl residents of a ward may
vote in each ward election.
When Mr. Peaker passed away, Donald Bjornson became
Secretary-Treasurer of the Evergreen Division. With him in the office
in 1974 are Dick Thorsteinson, assistant secretary-treasurer and
transportation supervisor; Victor Srutwa, maintenance supervisor,
Eunice Leger, stenographer and bookkeeper, in charge of payroll;
Maynard Olson, stenographer, bookkeeper on accounts; Sister Rita
Petit, special education co-ordinator, and Wayne Bradshaw, R.E.A.P.
co-ordinator. Philip Thorkelson was assistant treasurer from 1969 to
1971.
John Chalaturnyk was superintendent from August, 1967, to July,
1974. A new superintendent, o. A. (AI) Olson, arrives Jan. 1, 1975.
Trustees of the Evergreen School Division have been: 1967: S.
Wopnford, (chairman), M. Anderson, R. A. Cain, Adam Franz, S. B.
Johnson, Adam Kasupski, M. D. Olson, A. Thompson, S. Welchinski ..
Others who were added to the board during 1967-1973 were Joe·
Spakowski in 1971, Stefan Gislason in 1972, Gary Rogoski, who was
appointed in June when M. D. Olson resigned due to health; and Roy
Marquette in 1973.
The Evergreen school board in 1974-75 consists of Magnus Anderson, chairman, Stefan Gislason, assistant chairman, Adam Kasupski,
Siggi B. Johnson, Gary Rogoski, Joseph Spakowski, R. A. Cain, Roy
Marquette, and Gilbert Sigurdson.

THE EVERGREEN TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION
The Manitoba Teachers' Society was incorporated in 1942, as the
professional organization of teachers in the province. Its aim is to
promote and advance the cause of education in the province and to·
secure conditions for teachers which will make possible the best
professional services.
Locals were formed in the inspectoral divisions, to make
recommendations on matters that concern the teachers in those
divisions.
The Gimli Local No. 21-3 was formed in the faIl of 1947, with
John C. Gottfried as its first president.
In 1950, the Winnipeg-Beach-Whytewold-Petersfield Local resigned its charter and became part of the Gimli Local.
When the Evergreen School Division was formed in 1959, there
were three locals in the Evergreen Association, at Gimli, Riverton, and
A rborg. In 1974, all teachers in the Division now belong to the
Evergreen Teachers' Association, and locals have ceased to exist.
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During the early years of the Society, teachers had not been able to
enjoy collective bargaining, and with most elementary education in
rural areas being conducted in one-roomed schools with individual
teachers being hired by small school boards, conditions were not easy.
The Gimli Local, largest in the inspectoral division, was looked to for
leadership. It was not until Nov. 20, 1954, that a collective bargaining
agreement was satisfactorily concluded between the Manitoba
Teachers' Society and the Gimli School Board.
In 1946, the average salary paid to teachers in the Gimli Public
School was about $1100.00 per year. The first attempt to bargain
collectively in Gimli was made in 1947. No agreement was signed but
teachers were promised annual increments of $50.
From 1947 to 1953 no serious attempt was made to obtain a collective agreement, and salaries kept pace with those set as a minimum by
teachers graduating from Normal School. Gimli lost the services of
several fine teachers because they were not offered higher salaries.
The appointment of the Royal Commission on Education in 1957
was a turning point in Manitoba educational policies. Its recommendations resulted in many changes to improve the quality of education in
the province, including the establishment of larger school areas and improved pensions for teachers.
When the Evergreen Teachers' Association was formed at Gimli
on April 15, 1959, John Dawson was elected its first president, and Miss
Irene Eggertson secretary.
The Evergreen Division now pays teachers under a salary schedule,
and teachers are able to devote more attention to professional subjects.
Many teachers attend summer school and evening courses to work
towards their degrees, since the size of their salaries, as well as their
qualifications, increase with their higher professional standings.

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS
Various attempts have been made at different times, to form a
Home and School Association in Gimli. All have ended after longer or
shorter periods, in dissolution, mainly due to poor attendance of
parents and lack of general interest.
One such Association was formed in 1955, with the encouragement
of Walter T. Zyla, principal of the Gimli Collegiate Institute. An
organizational meeting was held Oct. 19, with a committee consisting
of Mrs. S. J. Stefanson, Mrs. John Keller, and Eric Stefanson, inviting
Mrs. R. E. H. Armstrong, president of the Manitoba Federation of
Home and School Associations, to. be guest speaker. Eric Stefanson
was elected its first president. During its brief life, many fine
programmes were presented, including a panel on the larger school
area, a panel of local doctors and dentist, demonstrations of teaching by
school· teachers and classes, etc. However, after three years, with
minimal attendance gradually becoming less, it was decided to disband.
On October 30, 1963, a Home and School Association was again
formed, with the high school principal, Richard Buck, and Squadron
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Leader N. A. Keen, Official Trustee of the Goulding School, speaking
on the importance of such an organization. John Hykawy was elected
president, and Mrs. E. Mockford secretary. This organization also
lasted only two or three years before disbanding.

THE GIMU SCHOOL BOARD
The early record of the Gimli School Board is taken from Saga
Islendinga i Vesturheimi, by Th. Thorsteinsson, from the records of
Gudni Thorsteinsson.
1889 - First Gimli school board: Gisli M. Thompson; Johann Arnason, and Petur Palsson.
No record is available again until 1894 when the board consisted of
G. M. Thompson, Johannes Hannesson, and Kristjan Lifmann. G. M.
Thompson served as secretary-treasurer also, in 1895 and 1896.
1897 - G. M. Thompson, Magnus Gudlaugsson, Josep Freeman.
1898 - Magnus Gudlaugsson, Jon Petursson, Gudni Thorsteinsson,
Sec. Treas.
1899 - Same, except that in the fall Albert E. Kristjansson signed as
Sec. Treas.
1900 - M. Gudlaugsson, Benedikt Freemansson, Bjorn B. Olson: Gudni Thorsteinsson, Sec. Treas.
In 1901 B. B. Olson became Sec. Treas.
1902 - M. Gudlaugsson, H. P. Tergesen, B. B. Olson, Sec. Treas.
1903 - H. P. Tergesen, Ari Gudmundsson, B. B. Olson, Sec. Treas.
1904-05 - M. Gudlaugsson, C. B. Julius, B. B. Olson, Sec. Treas.
1906 - M. Gudlaugsson, Gudni Thorsteinsson, B. B. Olson Sec. Treas.
At the back of the register it appeared that during the year Johannes
Sigurdsson replaced M. Gudlaugsson.
1907-1910 - Johannes Sigurdsson, Gudni Thorsteinsson, B. B. Olson,
Sec. Treas.
1911 - Johannes Sigurdsson, A. G. Polson, B. B. Olson, Sec. Treas.
1912-13 - B. B. Olson, A. G. Polson, Gudni Thorsteinsson, Sec. Treas.
No records available for 1913-15.
1916 - Arni Thordarson, A. G. Polson, Rev. Carl Olson, who apparently was replaced by B. B. Olson at the end of the year.
1919-20 - Einar S. Jonasson, Hannes Kristjanson, A. G. Polson,
Sveinn Bjornsson; changing in fall election to H. Kristjanson, S.
Bjornsson, E. Jonasson, Mrs. K. B. Thordarson.
Sec. Treas. S. Eldjarnsson. This is notable in that for the first time a
woman, Mrs. Kristjana Thordarson, was elected to the school board.
In 1920-21, a second woman, Mrs. H. Erlendson, joined Mrs.
Thordarson on the board, to serve along with E. S. Jonasson, J.
Christie, until 1922-23. Both women served two-year terms. H. R. Lawson went on the board in 1922-23, and W. J. Arnason in 1923-24. S.
Eldjarnsson was Secretary-Treasurer.
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CHURCHES

THE GIMLI LUTHERAN CHURCH
As stated earlier, one of the first concerns of the Icelandic settlers
upon their arrival was the founding of a church. Thus it was that it was
not long before not one, but two Lutheran Ministers arrived in the new
colony. The story of the early church and its conflicts has been told in
the section on early I celandic settlement.
Dr. Valdimar J. Eylands, for many years pastor of First
Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, and president of the Icelandic Lutheran
Synod, recorded much of the history of the Icelandic Synod in his book,
Lutherans in Canada, which unfortunately is now out of print. We wish
to quote from his book, excerpts from a review of it published in Lake
Centre News in 1961, to bring a record of those times in his distinctive
style, which give a vivid picture of the early Icelandic Lutheran Church.
About the remarkable two-day meeting which took place in Gimli
school house Monday and Tuesday, March 25 and 26, 1879, between
the followers of the Rev. Pall Thorlaksson and the Rev. Jon Bjarnason,
Dr. Eylands says:
"People who hardly had a shelter over their heads ... spent two
whole days in order to hear a debate on such scholarly theses as the
Inspiration of the Bible, the Value of Confessions, Pre-Destination and
Election, The Power of the Keys, and the Sacraments. The learned disputants also tried to solve the problem as to whether the vowel signs in
the Hebrew Bible were inspired; whether or not it was permissible, according to the Bible, to charge interest on money loaned; whether a
widower committed a sin by marrying the sister of his deceased wife;
the religious significance of the teachings of Copernicus, etc."
"These meetings," comments Dr. Eylands, "were indicative of intellectual curiosity, but perhaps not so much of an application to the
practical problems facing the community. They were certainly not conducive to goodwill or harmony in the community."
Neither of these ministers stayed long in New Iceland. Rev. Bjarnason returned to Iceland, but came back to Canada 3V2 years later to
serve the First Lutheran congregation in Winnipeg. He was an out-

197

standing figure in the establishment of the Icelandic Synod, and he
appears to have engaged in religious controversy throughout his whole
ministry, because of his strong convictions, whether opposing narrow
theology, or doubts of the Christian doctrine.
Rev. Halldor Briem, whom Rev. Bjarnason ordained as his
successor, served the Gimli parish for only one year, after which he and
his English wife, Susie, the niece of John Taylor, went to Iceland to live.
There followed several years without a pastor, though able, interested
laymen instructed young people in the catechism.
During the winter of 1887, the Rev. Magnus Skaptason of Iceland
offered to serve the communities. He rendqed acceptable service for
four years. On Easter Day, 1891, he delivered his famous sermon in the
Mikley (Hecla) Church, in which he renounced the doctrine of total
depravity and future punishment. He delivered the same sermon in the
other congregations the following week, which brought about immediate and violent reaction throughout the parish. Congregations
were split on the issue, with the Gimli congregation withdrawing from
the Synod to follow him, though a small minority protested the action.
On April 13, 1891, the Rev. Skaptason sent in a formal letter of
resignation to President Jon Bjarnason.
The next Lutheran minister who served in New Iceland was the
Rev. Oddur V. Gislason, who came from Iceland with his wife and
seven children in 1894. He was a staunch prohibitionist, and in addition
to holding services in New Iceland, he travelled throughout the
province, anywhere Icelandic people had settled. He was a man of
strong character and indomitable will, and above all else, vitally interested in the general welfare of the people. He believed a minister
should do his best to administer to the physical as well as the spiritual
needs of his members, and he commenced practising mental healing,
which led to controversy and his resignation from the Synod in 1904,
after which he became a travelling missionary until his death in 1911.
*The Reverend Pall Thorlaksson, who had founded the first Icelandic Lutheran Congregation in North America in Shawano, Wisconsin,
in the Fall of 1875, visited New Iceland in August 1876. He travelled
with Mr. John Taylor from Gimli to Sandy Bar and Big Island with a
group of people who were selecting land. During his stay in the community, he held at least three divine services, buried the dead and
christened many children.
The record suggests that Sigtryggur Jonasson, Halldor Briem and
the Reverend Pall Thorlaksson travelled together from Gimli to Winnipeg. At any rate, these three men visited at the home of the Reverend
Jon Bjarnason and Mrs. Bjarnason at Minneapolis on September 12,
1876, and the four men had their picture taken together the next day.
The Reverend Thorlaksson returned to New Iceland in October
1877, as a full-time pastor, and served three congregations until he
moved to Mountain, North Dakota, in the Spring of 1879.
In 1901 the Rev. Runolfur Marteinsson was called to the Gimli
area, and served the Gimli Lutheran Parish until 1910. At the time the
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Gimli congregation worshipped in a tiny church halfway between First
Street North and Centre Street, on First Avenue, built by a local
carpenter, Gudmundur Olson, in 1891, at a cost of $625, half cash and
half contributed in labour by the members.
Under Rev. Marteinsson's guidance the congregation came to new
life, the breach healed, and a new church was built at the corner of
Third Avenue and Second Street North, on land donated by Gudmundur Solmundson. The little church, with its tall, slender spire, cost $3,800, and Dr. Eylands says in his book that it was dedicated June 28,
1914.

Second Church with new lOp.

A special occasion.

Some years later a violent storm cracked the spire which had to be
removed and was replaced by a square turret. The little church was torn
down in 1952 to make way for the modern church standing there today.
Dr. Eylands in his book tells how the original congregations all
came back to the Synod, but there remained a great deal of bitterness
and hard feelings in the minds of some of the leaders, so much so that
when the Icelandic Synod came to Gimli for its annual convention in
190 I, opposition to it was still so strong that the church was padlocked
by opponents of the Synod and a constable placed there to guard the
church by order of the local magistrate. The opposition maintained that
the right of ownership was stiII in dispute and until that was settled
neither party should have the use of the church. A compromise was
reached by which the Lutherans agreed to pay $ 100 to the disgruntled
minority, and the convention was able to proceed as planned.
When Pastor Marteinsson left, Benedict Freemansson, who lived
beside the church' and was a devout member, read the Scriptures and
conducted services and Sunday School. When he died some years later,
the church bell was dedicated to his memory. In 1973 a memorial fund
was started to erect the bell in a tower, as it had lain unused since the
new church with its chimes was built in 1953. The chimes were donated
in memory of Mr. Hrolfur Sigurdson, by his widow.
The Rev. Carl J. Olson, who was married to a local girl, Freda
Sveinsson, came to Gimli in 1911, and remained as pastor until 1917.
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When he left, the pulpit was again vacant until the Rev. Sigurdur
Olafsson came in 1921, remaining as a beloved pastor until 1929. In the
interval, once again laymen had kept the services going.
Pastor Johann Bjarnason followed Pastor Olafsson in 1929, remaining at Gimli five years. He is described as a man of strong
character and convictions, who served his entire life in the ministry of
Manitoba. In 1935 he was followed at Gimli by his son, the Rev. Bjarni
Bjarnason, who remained until 1941, when he moved to the ArborgRiverton Parish, until ill health forced him to seek a milder climate, and
he moved to the southern United States, where he changed his surname
to Barnell. He was married to Alma Olson of Gimli. They made an annual return visit to Gimli until his death in 1972, after which Mrs.
Barnell began to spend her summers in Gimli.
In 1944 Pastor Skuli Sigurgeirsson, who was born at Hecla June
12, 1877, and was the first graduate of the Icelandic Synod from a
Canadian Seminary, at Saskatoon, came to serve the Gimli parish. He
remained until 1949. Until the time of his departure, the Gimli
Lutheran Church was almost entirely Icelandic in services and
language, attended almost solely by people of Icelandic origin.

Sod tllming cere11lonl' for present Church 1952.

Vie,,' of'the exterior.
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After another vacancy of two years, Pastor Haraldur S. Sigmar
was called to Gimli, and a gradual change in the congregation began to
take place. Pastor Sigmar used the English language for most of his services, drawing into the congregation a number of local residents of nonIcelandic origin, who previously had no Protestant place of worship
available to them.
Pastor Sigmar was the son of a minister, Pastor H. Sigmar, and
the grandson of a minister, combining the Sigmar and Thorlaksson
families. He had a deep interest in everyone in the community, and his
friendly, diplomatic manner and dynamic sermons increased the size of
the congregation, bringing into membership those of the Anglican or
United faith, and others who had never shown an interest in the church
before.
He soon aroused an interest in the building of a new church, and
was supported by the church council, headed, at his request, by Mayor
Barney Egilson. In the third year of his ministry the present large
church was dedicated, designed to harmonize with the community it
was to serve, a fishing town. Its architecture suggests a ship, and a
beautiful stained glass window at the rear of the nave pictures Christ in
a fishing boat, calling his followers to become "fishers of men." The interior is finished in pale green, with light oak furnishings and a deer
green carpet down the centre aisle, donated by funds raised by the
senior ladies in the Deaconess group.
Some of the beloved old church of 1907 was incorporated into the
new one, for the stained glass windows were carefully removed and
remade by Dr. Frank Scribner, to form a foundation for the windows of
the lew church, a preservation which brought tears of joy to the eyes of
the aging Dr. Runolfur Marteinsson when he attended the dedication.
Downstairs a large auditorium serves as Sunday School and for
other purposes, with a small kitchen and a stage.
The building programme was in the able hands of Mayor Barney
Egilson, building committee chairman, Dr. George Johnson, finance
chairman, and Dr. Frank Scribner, construction chairman. Dr.
Scribner saved the church at least $2000 by the work he did on the windows and in other ways.
During the months while the congregation was homeless, permission was granted by the Gimli Unitarians to use their church for services. When the new church was ready, a service of gratitude was held
for the final meeting in the Unitarian Church, at which the Lutherans
presented a framed scroll of thanks to the Unitarians.
On the day the church was completed, in 1953, a daughter was
born to Pastor and Mrs. Sigmar, leaving a very excited minister running between the hospital and the church. The child, Thora Stefan ie,
was the first baby to be baptized in the new church on March 7, 1954,
wearing the christening robe worn by her Godfather, Dr. P. H. T.
Thorlaksson. There were 33 other children baptized that same day, Including a family of six and another of five. The first group of 19 young
people to be confirmed in the new church took their vows June 6, 1954.
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The four years during which Pastor H. S. Sigmar served at Gimli
were years of contagious enthusiasm for the church. Many new names
were added to the membership role, and a new women's group, the Dorcas Society, with two separate circles, was formed, to enlist women who
did not belong to the long-standing Ladies' Aid (Framsokn), or the
elderly Deaconesses.
One highlight introduced by Pastor Sigmar was the Fishermen's
Festival Service, to commemorate the departure of the fishermen for
the northern waters of Lake Winnipeg at the beginning of June. Four
such services were held, each in a different setting, but Pastor Sigmar's
hope to make it a permanent annual event was not realized, though it is
being re-introduced by Pastor Ingthor Isfeld in 1974.
The first Fishermen's Festival was held in the little 1907 church,
which was filled to overflowing on May 18, 1952, for an afternoon service which was broadcast over radio station CKRC at 2 P.M. The sermon, later printed in pamphlet form, called upon fishermen to be
fishers of men like those fishermen who followed Christ.
The second Fishermen's Festival was held May 17, 1953, in the
Gimli Theatre, again broadcast over CKRC, with one of its announcers, Icelandic Canadian Alvin Blondal, as announcer and soloist,
and a large choir directed by Gloria Johnson leading the singing. This
time the Unitarian congregation was included, and the Rev. P. M.
Petursson read the Scripture and spoke briefly on the theme, "I will
make you fishers of men." Pastor Sigmar followed with the text, "All
things work tQgether for good to them that love God."
A little more than a year after the new church was dedicated,
Pastor Sigmar and his family left Gimli and Canada to return to the
United States, of which they were citizens. They left an emptiness hard
to fill, for the impact of Pastor Sigmar on the people was great.
The Rev. Bragi Fridriksson, a young pastor ordained in Iceland,
succeeded Pastor Sigmar, bringing with him his young bride. They
remained only a year in Gimli before returning to Iceland, where Pastor
Fridriksson has since achieved considerable success for his work in the
chu rch and in care of senior citizens.
After a pastorless summer, the Rev. John Fullmer, the first pastor
without any Icelandic background, a dedicated American who entered
the ministry because of his experiences during World War II, was called
to Gimli. He was a strong believer in the call from God, coming to
Gimli because of his belief in God's calling him here, and leaving two
years later for the same reason. Pastor Fullmer hid an extremely
serious and deep belief in God under a friendly, joking exterior, and
while some of the serious Icelanders could not comprehend his jokes,
the elderly people at the Betel Home took him to their hearts, for he
gave of his love unstintingly to them, despite in some cases a language
barrier. His friendly southern American wife and four children of whom
two were born in Gimli, were also frequent visitors to the Home.
When Pastor Fullmer left to establish a new mission parish in
Calgary, it was difficult to find a replacement. The parish was fortunate
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to be blest for nine months by the temporary ministry of Pastor
Kolbeinn Simundsson, who though retired from his own Seattle church
on a modest pension, spent many years after his "retirement" in service
to churches without pastors. He and his wife Sara endeared themselves
to the people of Gimli during their stay, and again several years later
when the pulpit was again vacant and they returned.
Pastor Fullmer, it might be noted here, after spending a number of
years at Calgary and then in another parish in Alberta, came to
Kenora, Ontario and has since then been working with the Indian people in a dedicated ministry there, one which has received recognition
throughout the entire Lutheran Church in America.
During two summers, Pastor Jack Larsen of Arborg held services
at Gimli. In August, 1960, the Rev Lome I. Nadiger, the second nonIcelandic pastor to serve at Gimli, accepted a call. He was a deeply
serious, devout and humble man, who concentrated his efforts on
counselling and seeking to help those in need of help, and in addition
was known for his fine sermons. In his two years at Gimli, he struggled
with a bronchial condition aggravated by the Manitoba climate, the
worry of a chronically ill wife, and the burden of a difficult parish in
which his efforts to help the unchurched and the fallen were often misunderstood.
In the summer of 1962, a momentous change took place in the
Lutheran Church. The 78th and final annual convention of the Icelandic Synod of the United Lutheran Church in America was held at Gimli
June 3-5, marking the end of the Icelandic Synod as an ethnic unit, and
the integration of its parishes into synods of the newly affiliated
Lutheran Church in America, grouped geographically. At this closing
convention Dr. V. J. Eylands, president of the Icelandic Synod, said in
part:
"It is particularly fitting that we should meet here at Gimli for this
last convention of our Synod. The Icelandic settlement here is one of
oldest permanent settlements in Canada of people of non-British and

Delegate.l· aI/ending the last convel1lion of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod. Gimli
1963.
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the non-French stock. Only a few yards from the doorsteps of this
church is a cairn bearing the inscription, "The First Icelandic Settlers
Arrived Here October 21, 1875." It was here that the first sermon was
preached in Icelandic in the Dominion of Canada. The date was August
23, 1876, and the minister was the Rev. Pall ThorIaksson. It was here
that the first congregation was organized among our people. It was in
this territory that a group of congregations banded themselves together
and formed an organization known as "The Icelandic Synod of
America." This Synod, which was the precursor to our present Synod,
held its only convention here in Gimli June 30, 1879 . . . . So you see
the Spirit of God was moving upon the waters here at Gimli as far back
as 83 years ago."
Dr. Eylands went on to speak of the gradual disappearance of the
Icelandic language as the main language of the Synod, and the common
task of reaching out to all within range rather than to one ethnic group.
He said that the Icelandic Synod was contributing to the merger,
not real estate nor institutions, but a rather unique tradition. "In this
connection it may be of interest to note that our Synod was the first on
the American continent to accord women the right to vote and to hold
office in the church, incl uding the privilege of serving as delegates to the
Synodical conventions. Another unique feature is that throughout the
history of the Synod, the representation of laymen at our conventions
far out-numbered that of the clergy."
The Icelandic Synod, and the 31 other synods of the U.L.C.A. dissolved to become part of the Lutheran Church in America, along with
the Augustana Synod, the American Evangelical Church, and the
Suomi Synod.
A t the organizing convention of the Central Canada Synod of
L.C.A., held at First Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, August 27-29, 1962,
the Rev. Otto A. Olson, D.O. was elected president of the Synod, which
contains 100 congregations in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Northern
Ontario.
In June, 1962, Pastor Nadiger resigned to move to the State of
Washington, U.S.A. and Pastor Simundsson came for his second year
of temporary pastorship.
In the fall of 1963 Pastor Alfred B. Sander came from Atikokan,
Ontario to Gimli. Pastor and Mrs. Sander and their two sons and two
daughters remained until spring, 1968, when the executive of the Central Canada Synod persuaded him to become director of Luther Village
at Kenora, Ont. the church camp, for the summer, a position for which
he was highly qualified. During his leave of absence he was offered the
newly created position of assistant to the Synod president, which he
accepted. His previous experience as Synod secretary and his administrative ability made him an excellent choice for the position, which
carried with it responsibility for his beloved Luther Village. He is now
full-time director of the church camp.
During Pastor Sander's term at Gimli, the church built a fine
modern parsonage next to the church building.
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During the summer of 1968 the pulpit was filled by guest pastors,
including Dr. Earl Troesch and Dr. V. J. Eylands, who was then retired
from First Lutheran Church in Winnipeg. A motion to call Dr. Eylands
as permanent pastor was at first voted down, but later he was asked to
accept a call for at least a year. By then, however, he and Mrs. Eylands
had made plans to move to North Dakota, and they declined to come to
Gimli.
In January, 1969, a call was sent to a young American Negro
pastor, the Rev. Lynell H. Carter, then serving a small parish at Young,
Sask. This youthful, exuberant man accepted the call, and attracted
young people to the church, as well as being enjoyed much by elderly
people. However, as in many churches, attendance and support for the
church had dropped. Pastor Carter in his second year, suggested renting out the large parsonage, since he was a bachelor, and he rented a
motel suite. He also reduced his service to a part-time one, accepted a
reduction of salary and enrolled in a music course at the University of
Manitoba. However, he continued to devote as much time as ever to his
duties for the parish. When the parish was informed by Synod that the
part-time salary was unacceptable, Pastor Carter resigned to enroll for
a full-time course at the University of Manitoba, in 1970.
Later that spring a call was extended to Pastor Ingthor Indridason
Isfeld of Iceland, who had spent some time earlier in Canada and the
United States and wished to return. Once again an Icelandic pastor is
serving the parish which began as a purely Icelandic one. Pastor Isfeld
is well-liked in Gimli, a quiet, dedicated and highly intelligent and
musical man, with a charming wife and four children.

*

*

*

*

*

Sunday School

Sunday school has been one of the most active branches of the
Gimli Lutheran Church. For many years it was the only Sunday School
in town, attended by children of many affiliations. Superintendents who
ha ve served it devotedly include Benedict Freemansson, Mrs. Anna
Josephson, Mrs. Lara Tergesen, Mrs. Alla Bjarnason, Miss J. V. Thordarson, Mrs. Selma Menzies, Mrs. Margaret Olson, Mrs. Rosina
Malcolmson. Mrs. Patricia Goodman, Lorne Afden, and Leonard
Thordarson were in charge for a year or so. In 1973-74, Pastor Isfe1d
himself led the Sunday School and Mrs. Hedy Bjornson became
superintendent in Sept., 1974.
The staff th rough the years has included teachers of all ages, but
predominantly in most years, young girls of high school age who eagerly offer their services as soon as they have been confirmed. For a time
during the late 1960's the Sunday School was so large that space for the
older classes was obtained from the school across the road. Since the
closure of the armed forces base, the church has been amply large for
the classes. Few new recruits have been received from the new industrial
population, most of whom live at Aspen Park.
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In the late 1950's, a weekday kindergarten was started, following
instruction by Christian education worker Eleanore Gillstrom and
parish worker Hazel Prenzler, who spent six months at Gimli. Mrs.
Selma Menzies, Mrs. Elsie Seaby, and Mrs. Elene Oakley taught these
classes, which were stopped when the public school added kindergarten
to its curriculum.
For several years in the 1960's, and again after a lapse of years, in
the 1970's, Vacation Church School was held, the first time under the
direction of Mrs. Margaret Scribner, and later under the supervision of
Mrs. Ethel Howard.

The Church Council
In early days the church council had women among its most active
members, since the men were often away fishing. Mrs. Anna Josephson
was president for many years. From 1950 to 1953 Mayor Barney
Egilson headed the council and building committee, followed by Dr.
Frank Scribner, who served as president for 17 years. In 1970 he retired
from council after 17 years, and his brother Dr. Charles R. Scribner,
retired as treasurer after 15 years. The two, and J. B. Johnson, were
honoured with gifts for their long service. Dr. F. E. Scribner has since
rejoined the council for several years.
Alex Nickey became next president, followed by Ken Marks of
Arnes, who has held that office several years. Arthur S. Washburn has
been a long-standing council member, acting as financial secretary and
weekly usher. In 1974 he turned over the financial position to Alex
Nickey, and was honoured by the congregation, but when Mr. Nickey
became ill later that year tie resumed these duties.

Women's Groups
The Ladies' Aid, or Framsokn (Progress) was a vital part of the
church since its organization in 190 I. Bazaars, catered dinners, bake
sales, weddings, often provided the annual $1,000 pledge which came to
the aid of the church in emergencies. The group met monthly at
members' homes, and was affiliated with the Lutheran Women's
League of the Icelandic Synod. The story of their years of service would
fill a book itself.
The first Dorcas Society was formed in the early years under the
guidance of the pastor's wife, a group of young women of the church,
who sewed for bazaars, held concerts and plays, to raise money for the
church. Older women of today recall the pleasure they had from
"
membership in this active group.
The Deaconesses were a group of 20 elderly ladies who tended the
altar, looked after the Communion services, visited the sick, the aged,
and the poor, taking gifts of cheer at Christmas and Easter. All their
meetings were conducted in Icelandic. They decided to disband in 1963,
as their members were becoming too elderly to carryon their active
work. Their group established the memorial fund which purchased the
rug and the organ for the new church. They raised funds of their own in
addition" to receiving assistance from the younger groups.
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The Deaconesses: Mrs. Runa Amason, Mrs. Runa Thompson, Mrs. Bina Johnson,
Mrs. Ranka Stevens, Mrs. Gunna Stevens, Mrs. Jonasina Benson, Mrs. A/bina Johnson.
Front: Miss Margaret Sveinson, Mrs. RlIIJa Gis/m'oll, Mrs. Lauga Peterson, Mrs. Dodi
H<.'/gason, Mrs. Ella Sigurdson.

The second Dorcas Society was formed in 1952, at the suggestion
of Pastor Harold S, Sigmar. Two circles met monthly for study and
fund-raising plans, meeting at members' homes. Membership dwindled
when the two groups became one, Their outstanding contribution was
the publication of an excellent and popular cookbook, TRIED AND
TRUE. Two editions were sold out.
In 1964 the women of the church met together and decided to disband their separate groups to form Lutheran Churchwomen, the approved type of group in the Lutheran Church in America. It was with
considerable reluctance that many of the women, accustomed to
channelling their devotion to the church in the form of fund-raising
projects, decided to adopt the new format with major emphasis on service and study. Though they attempted to make the change-over
gradual, combining Bible study and fund-raising to supplement freewill offerings, many members of earlier organizations did not join
L.C.W. Times were changing; many women worked full-time, and
fewer women were interested in joining groups. In 1968 Gimli L.C.W.,
disbanded because of small membership and lack of interest. Some time
later a small group of members organized the Lutheran Women's
Association, with the sole objective of raising money for the church.
They continue to do so, raising their annual pledge of $1,000 through
rummage sales, bake sales, and a bazaar.

The Choir
The choir has always been an important part of the church. Miss
Julia Halldorson, a member of the choir for many years, along with her
sister the late Miss Magga Halldorson, told of services held in the first
little church on First A venue, across from the fine old home where they
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lived as girls, and where Julia has resided until the present (1974). When
Julia and Magga retired from the choir the congregation presented
them with gifts of appreciation for their many years of service.
The choir was conducted by the organist for many years. Organists
have included Sigurdur Thorarensen, Mrs. Freda Kristjanson Jones,
and Mrs. Chris P. Paulson, who played the organ and conducted the
choir the longest time in the first church.
Organists in the second church included Halldor Johnson, Miss
Hokanson, Mrs. Helgi Benson, Miss Anna Nordal, and Mrs. Clifford
Stevens, organist for many years.
For years the choir was active in other things than singing. They
raised funds for projects, holding box socials and concerts. They bought
the first choir gowns, which were black with white coIlars, made by
Miss Magga Halldorson, an accomplished seamstress, who borrowed a
gown from which she made a pattern.
In the new church, the church at first took its own offerings, to buy
choir music, etc. They bought wine-coloured material for new gowns,
with hats for the ladies, the latter of which were not worn for long.
White material for collars was donated by Magga and Julia Halldorson, and sewn by Magga.
Arthur Seaby took over as choirmaster for several years, followed
by Mrs. Shirley Johnson, who organized the Chapel choir, a group of
high school age girls, as weIl as a children's choir. When Mrs. Johnson
gave up the choir to teach music in public school, Mrs. Audrey Tesch,
wife of the eF.B. meteorologist, became choir director. She was an excellent conductor who led the centennial choir in 1970. Her devotion to
her position was demonstrated when she conducted a Christmas carol
concert in December, and next morning gave birth to a baby daughter!
Other organists who have served in recent years include Janice
Narfason, Carolynn Martin, Brenda Weinberger, Mrs. Pat Goodman,
Mrs. Eileen Keck, organist while Mrs. Tesch was leader, Mrs. Elene
Oakley, who is organist most of the winter months, and earlier served
year round, Mrs. Hedy Bjornson, who often substitutes during the
summer or when the organist is unable to attend (she is a choir member
also). Mrs. Snjolaug Peterson also plays the organ when needed, being
organist at Arnes and Betel.
Mrs. Rosina Malcolmson led the junior choir when Mrs. Johnson
left, training the young girls well and having them present many concerts at the church and at the Betel Home. Mrs. Tesch, Mrs. Hedy
Bjornson, and Mrs. Betty Gingrich followed her in leading the junior
choir, but it is now inactive.
JulIa Halldorson, in her reminiscences, told of two groups of young
people formed in early days, the Big Company and the Little Company,
who raised funds by singing and holding plays, to buy a carpet, organ,
etc.
Various young people's groups and boys' and girls' clubs, have participated in the church at times. Continuing leadership has been the
main lack in keeping these groups active and interested.
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THE GIMLI UNITARIAN CHURCH
Source of Information: The Icelandic people in Manitoba", by Wilhelm
Kristjanson.
The main tenets of the Unitarian movement contain a revolt
against the teaching of eternal damnation and worship of Christ as God
in the Trinity. They choose to believe in the Unity of God, and to follow
the humanitarian and ethical teachings of Christ as a supreme example
of the ideal way of life. They reject the necessity for any of their
members to be compelled to follow a creed.
The founder of the Unitarian movement among Icelandic communities in America was Bjorn Pjetursson. He had migrated to Sandy
Bar in 1876, but moved to North Dakota in 1879. When the Icelandic
Lutheran Synod was formed in 1885, he attended, but found it too conservative for his liking, so he undertook to form an independent liberal
religious organization. Services were held in Winnipeg in 1890, the first
Unitarian congregation west of Toronto. A similar movement was taking place in New Iceland, led by the Rev. Magnus J. Skaptason, who
preached a sermon on Easter Sunday, 1891, repudiating the teachings
of the Lutheran church, which led to the second religious cleavage in
New Iceland. A crucial meeting was held at Gimli March 31, 1891,
when four congregations seceded from the Lutheran Synod. In 1901, a
Unitarian Association was formed at a meeting held at Gimli with eight
localities, Winnipeg, Gimli, Arnes, Hnausa, Big Island, and Lundar,
represented. Opinion was divided as to the name, but in 1903 it was
named the "Icelandic Unitarian Association."
The Rev. Johann P. Solmundsson, a Gimli school teacher who had
graduated from Meadville Theological Seminary, was called, and
served the congregation from 1903 to 1910 in the new church which was
built on Second Avenue in 1905, and dedicated October 29, 1905, a simple white frame building with a tall spire, and with a balcony and a high
choir 10ft inside. It still stands, in good condition, but unused, in 1974.
Of the Rev. Solmundsson, Wilhelm Kristjanson writes:
"Solmundsson was intellectually gifted, an able, dramatic, and fiery
speaker. He was interested in social reform. However, he was unsparing
in controversy, which was a handicap in his field of work, and he
withdrew from the ministry soon after 1910". While in Gimli, he also
was editor of more than one Icelandic paper published here, including
"Bald ur."
The Rev. Albert E. Kristjanson, who was born in Iceland and came
to Gimli with his parents in 1887, also taught school before graduating
from Meadville. He served the Gimli congregation from 1910 to 1913,
and ministered in the little Icelandic settlements in the central and
western Interlake, Mary Hill, Otto, Hove, and Oak Point, before moving to the west coast in 1928. In 1974, he still lives at Vancouver,
Washington, in a senior citizens' home, with a still active and alert mentality.
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Gill/Ii Unitarian Church.

Rev. Johann P. SOll11l1l1dssol1.

Rev. Magl1l1s Skaptason.

The Rev. Eyolfur J. Melan of Riverton served the Gimli congregation for many years. He ministered here from 1922-1926, then moved
away to California for several years, during which period the Rev.
Thorgeir Jonsson was Unitarian minister at Gimli, from 1927-1930.
When the Rev. Melan returned to this area in 1933, he again became
the Unitarian minister, continuing to hold services until his retirement
in 1952.
The Rev. P. M. Petursson was then the only Unitarian minister left
in Manitoba, and he came to Gimli periodically to conduct services.
In 1920 a union was affected in Winnipeg between the Tabernacle
Church, an Icelandic congregation which had split away from the
Lutheran Synod owing to divergent views, and the Unitarian Church.
The merged church was named First Federated Church, and the Gimli
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congregation also adopted the name of Federated Church, which continued until about 1950, when the name Unitarian Church was resumed.
During almost 50 years the little congregation at Gimli operated
an active Sunday School, even during years when there was no pastor.
Finally, however, lack of pupils caused it to be dropped.
During one or two summers in the 1950s a mission student pastor
from Boston came during the summer months to hold regular services.
Since then services at the church have been rare, except for the occasional funeral, when the Rev. P. M. Petursson was called out to officiate.
A valuable community service was rendered in Gimli for many
years by this congregation, in the operation of their Parish Hall, which
was built in 1924. The Rev. E. J. Melan was the architect, and also
directed the building of it.
For many years it was the only community hall in the district.
Countless dances for young and old were held there, political meetings,
annual school concerts, wedding parties, and gatherings of every kind.
It became a temporary hospital in the thirties when the Gimli Women's
Institute held its tonsil clinic, and again years later when the Red Cross
held its first Blood Donor Clinics. It served as a movie theatre when
Harry Greenberg started showing movies there. Truly it can be said to
have been a centre of community life in Gimli for more than a quarter
of a century.
With the coming of sewer and water and modern standards for
public halls, and the decline of the popUlarity of dances and concerts,
the Unitarian congregation decided to sell the Parish Hall rather than
try to finance its updating. When it was sold and moved away by the
buyers, the Arnason family, in 1960, to be used for the building of
summer cottages on Willow Island, there was much regret expressed by
Gimli citizens, who realized fully then what a contribution it had made.
The Town of Gimli is still without a community hall in 1974, though
there is a large school auditorium which can fill some of the needs, but
not all.
The Unitarians have provided other contributions. Their Ladies'
Aid worked hard for many years, supporting community projects as
well as their church. The sale of Icelandic baking they held each
summer was a highlight of the Icelandic Festival weekend. Church
periodicals were published.
During the depression years, the Western Canada Alliance of
Unitarian Women, with which the Unitarian Ladies' Aid of Gimli, is
affiliated, were very concerned about the needy Icelandic children in
Winnipeg, who had no opportunity to get out into the country. In 1932
plans were made to billet children on farms in the Interlake area. This
led, in 1935, to renting a summer cottage at Gimli, to which various
groups of children were transported by cars and looked after for a week
each, entirely free of charge. That first summer 100 children enjoyed a
wonderful holiday.

21 I

At the same time money was being raised by the women, led by
Mrs. S. Bjornson, wife of Dr. Bjornson of Arborg. The plan was to
build a permanent summer camp. Much of the fund was obtained by
means of a "Blomasjod" (Flower Fund), to which individuals and
organizations made bequests or donations. Sveinn Thorvaldsson of
Riverton and Ketill Valgardson of Gimli each left $500.00 to this cause,
to name but two of the donors.
The site chosen was just south of Hnausa, a beautiful, well-treed
spot on the shore of Lake Winnipeg. The camp buildings were erected
in 1937 under the direction of Rev. Eyolfur Melan, who did the greater
part of the work without remuneration. Money was not plentiful, but
the need and the will to complete this worthy project were great. The
women made wool-filled comforters, and furnished the main building.
The Hnausa Camp flourished for ten years, the women of the Alliance
voluntarily giving their services to look after it. At one time the
shoreline moved inland due to high water, making it necessary to move
the buildings farther away from the shore.
When the need to help these children became less urgent and the
Alliance could no longer operate the camp due to strict regulations requiring a Registered Nurse to be in residence, as well as better sanitary
facilities, with which they were unable to comply, it was necessary to
find a new use for the camp. For several years it was loaned rent-free to
numerous groups such as the Association of Retarded Children, Girl
Guides, etc., who themselves assumed responsibility for the requirements. In recent years the Hnausa Camp has been utilized by
families or groups of young people from the church.
Certain it is that the Hnausa Fresh Air Camp brightened the lives
of many children in a time of great need.

ST. MICHAEL'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St. Michael's Roman Catholic Church was established first in
1939, to serve the Benedictine Sisters who opened Johnson Memorial
Hospital. Since the Sisters needed a resident chaplain, Archbishop A.
A. Sinnott had erected there a small church which could also serve resident Catholics and summer visitors. Funds were provided from the
Catholic Church Extension Society.
The first priest, Father Lucien Socinski, lived in a small room near
the hospital entrance. He was succeeded by Father Lukasik, who left
after six months.
Father William J. Holloway, an English priest, came in 1941, and
remained until his retirement in November, 1955. He saw the parish
grow from a mere handful of people, when he celebrated Mass for five
or six persons, to average Sunday congregations of over 100, during
summer months.
The opening of the air base in 1943 added to the numbers of the
congregation, and by 1960 the parish num bered over 50 families, half of
them of Polish descent.
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The first SI. Michael's Church. built in
/939.

Fa/her W. J. Holloway.

Four priests followed Father Holloway in quick succession: Father
Martin Szawerba, a Polish Franciscan of the Friars Minor, Fathers
Albert Bertsch and Joseph May, Pallottine Fathers from Swan River,
and finally, Father Waclaw Plucinski, a diocesan priest.
When Father Edward M. Hubicz was appointed to Gimli Dec. 12,
1956, the scope of his work was extended to include the Lady of the
Lake Parish at Winnipeg Beach, and its dependent missions at Sandy
Hook, Pleasant Home, and Komarno. The first two have since been
closed.
St. Michael's Church grew rapidly under Father Hubicz's
guidance, and in 1959, began to campaign to build a new church. The
modern church next to the Gimli hospital, was built in 1961, and the
mortgage was burned Oct. 30, 1966, completing payment of the $39,000
cost. The leadership of Father Hubicz and a capable church council
headed by Dr. Jonas Johnson, receive much of the credit for this ac-
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Laying the cornerstone of the new St. Michael's Roman Catholic Church. by the
Very Rev. Monseigneur N. J. Chartrand. chancellor of the diocese. In foreground Father
Hubicz.

complishment. Father Hubicz is also the author of several books on
Polish church history.
Services are all held in English, and the congregation includes
many ethnic backgrounds. There are now more than 100 families on the
church roll.
When Father Hubicz, now Monsignor Hubicz, was transferred to
St. John Cantius Church, Winnipeg, in 1971, St. Michael's was for a
time served by Father Victor Lyczko, pastor of St. Benedict's Church,
Camp Morton. When he left the district, visiting priests served for a
time, until Father T. J. Hoeks, a Dutch priest, came to serve the double
parish. His delicate health forced his partial retirement after a few
years, though he still conducts services at St. Benedict's Church. His
successor was another Dutch priest, Father Kerklingh. Father
Kerklingh was succeeded in 1973 by a young and active priest, Father
Michael Moore, who stayed only one year before being transferred. The
incumbent priest is Father John Wronski.
Since the new church was built, St. Michael's has had an active
Catholic Women's League, which supports the church financially as
well as in service and religious education. They give an annual
scholarship to a high school graduate of the parish. They support mental health, family education, and other community projects. They hold
a Communion breakfast for first communicants, and are represented at
diocesan and provincial levels. One year they hosted the diocesan convention.
They co-operate with other groups in community services such as
canvassing for various agencies or the United Way; they hold a joint
Mass, dinner, and fellowship with women of the Sacred Heart Church.
They take part in World Day of Prayer, which they host in turn with
othcr Gimli churches.
St. Michael's Church has an active Parish Council, and a Laity
Club which raises funds for the church. Members of the choir have
always been part of community ecumenical choirs.
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ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH, CAMP MORTON
From Polish Churches in Manitoba by Rev. Edward M. Hubicz.

The story of St. Benedict's Parish at Camp Morton begins with the
Chapel of st. Anthony, built by the Poles and Germans in 1906, when
the district was known as Faxa. Today, this chapel stands unused, two
miles west of Camp Morton, with the churchyard cemetery still in use.
A ring of stones surrounds a wooden cross erected by the pioneers and it
is surrounded by green spruce trees; a lovely spot.
Martin Keller and Adam Haas were in the vanguard of the colony
of settlers who sought homesteads in this region in 1900. The latter as
postmaster, gave his name to the post office when it was opened in
1904. The former gave an acre of land at Haas for a church site, on
which St. Anthony's chapel was built and where Father Sztojer
celebrated the first Mass. Because Poles and Germans made up the
settlement, both Polish and German priests ministered to them. As
more immigrants penetrated north and west of Haas, in 1908, they built
a church in their own neighborhood, at Berlo. This small chapel,
constructed of tamarack logs, locked with wooden dowels, is a good
specimen of the pioneers' craftsmanship.
The purchase, in 1920, of property at Faxa for a summer camp for
Catholic children not only changed the name of the locality, but also
hastened the establishment of a parish. When Monsignor Morton
opened the children's camp, in 1923, Archbishop Sinnott built a church
and rectory in the neighborhood. The following year, after the arrival of
the Sisters of Service, he established a parish there. It was a parish in
name only. In reality, it was one of a group of mission chapels, singled
out for development for a future parish. Father W. J. Maciaszek, a
newly ordained priest, took charge of the Polish and German
congregation, as their first resident pastor.
The unfinished church gave so little protection against the winter
cold that the men did not remove their caps during church services. But
before Christmas of 1924 they lined the interior with heavy building
paper so that on Christmas morning, the small congregation assisted at
the three Masses in comparative comfort, huddled together on planks
set on crates around the camp stove. It was the first time since leaving
Europe some twenty years earlier that they assisted at Mass on
Christmas Day. To the delight of the congregation, the pastor also held
Holy Week service for them as well as May Devotions. But the festive
occasion came on June 13th, St. Anthony's Day, when 39 children
made their First Communion. The Sisters of Service had prepared the
children thoroughly and Father Hilland preached sermons in English
and German to a large gathering of people from Gimli and Winnipeg
Beach.
Following Father Maciaszek's departure from Camp Morton in
November 1925 the parish remained vacant for a year. In the interim,
Fathers Hilland, Twardochleb, Nanzik and Puchniak, Oblates of Mary
Immaculate, served the parish. On June 13th, 1926, the church was
blessed and dedicated to St. Anthony, patron of the old chapel at Haas.
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After a year of interim ministry, the people gladly received Father
August Forner as resident pastor. For seven years Father Forner served
Winnipeg Beach, Sandy Hook, and GimIi, in addition to St. Anthony's.
He left Camp Morton shortly after the fire which destroyed the church
on January 29th, 1933.
Faced with the necessity of rebuilding the church at Camp Morton
without delay, on April 23rd, 1933, Archbishop Sinnott appointed
Father L. J. Kreciszewski to the parish. This zealous missionary set to
work so energeticaIIy that on September 3rd, the church was ready for
the blessing. A great throng assembled for Mass on Sunday morning.
Many remained on the church grounds until the time of the blessing at
five o'clock in the afternoon. Archbishop Sinnott officiated at the
ceremony, assisted by Father Solski, as Deacon and Facher SyIIas a
Sub-Deacon. He also preached the sermon to the vast gathering and
gave Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. The presence of twenty
priests and a choir made up of the Benedictine Sisters from Arborg
raised the solemnity of the occasion. The archbishop, in recognition of
the work of the Benedictine Sisters in the Archdiocese, dedicated the
church to St. Benedict.
The interest awakened in the church, by Father Kreciszewski,
ebbed through the month of Father Wisniewski's stay, but rose again
when Father Podbielski became pastor. For nine years, Father
Podbielski sustained the interest; they were years of steady
improvement. In 1935, he built a parish hall. Three years later a tower
was erected for the beII and in 1942, thanks to a bequest from the
Dougherty estate, Archbishop Sinnott was able to send workmen to
renovate the church; they stuccoed the exterior of the building and gave
it a new facade. The new windows, especiaIIy the Monsignor Blair
Memorial window in the sanctuary, added a reverent atmosphere to the
church. When Father Podbielski left in 1944, St. Benedict's church had
changed beyond recognition.

SI. Benedict R.C. Church.
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The following material is added to Father Hubicz's earlier history.
Father Joseph Sieczkarski succeeded Father Podbielski. During
his many years of service, he gave to his parish and his five missions, his
undivided attention. He built chapels at Fraserwood and Finns, and
kept all the buildings in good repair. In the early nineteen sixties Father
Victor Lyczko came to Camp Morton. Eager to improve the church
and its work he had many changes made to the buildings. The church
was renovated and new lighting and electric heating installed, as well as
a new door and entrance. Waterworks were installed in the hall and
better kitchen facilities and he had an outdoor skating rink made for the
young people, who organized a hockey team. Many fund-raising and
entertainment projects were organized and the ladies formed a Catholic
Women's League.
When St. Michael's parish in Gimli fell vacant Father Lyczko was
placed in charge of both parishes. After a year he left the Gimli area,
due to ill health. Since that time there has been no resident priest at
Camp Morton, which has become a mission of Gimli. However, there
are three Sisters and a nurse housekeeper still living in the Sisterhood
house next to the parish hall, who minister faithfully to the people of
Camp Morton, teaching catechism classes and conducting mid-week
services as well as helping parishioners in many ways. Sister Lena
Renaud, who taught at Camp Morton, now teaches French and other
subjects at Gimli Elementary school; Sister Catherine Donnelly, a
retired teacher; Sister Agnes Dwyer, retired and Miss Sadie McKinnon,
nurse and house keeper. The dedicated work done by the Sisters of
Service for the people of Camp Morton through the years cannot be
adequately described.

SACRED HEART UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Ukrainian settlers in the Gimli area for the most part were
followers of the Greek Catholic Rite. The first pioneers built churches
in the areas where they homesteaded, which were served by visiting
priests at irregular intervals. Principal Ukrainian churches were built
and still remain at Dnister, Foley, and Fraserwood. In recent years,
many Ukrainian families have moved into Gimli, and transportation
has also advanced so that farmers can easily come into town to attend
church.
In 1956, Gimli Ukrainians organized as a congregation and began
the building of Sacred Heart Ukrainian Catholic Church, on the north
boundary of Gimli, just across from the Gimli Park. The church was
built largely by volunteer labour, little by little as funds were raised
through donations, draws, bingos, bake sales, and other methods. By
1973 Sacred Heart Church was a completely finished building, with two
shining towers topped by Greek crosses, a tall cross in the churchyard, a
set of chimes, and a modern rectory next door. It was also free of debt.
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Sacred Heart Ukrainian Catholic
Church.

When the church first opened, it was served by priests resident at
Komarno, with services held only once or twice a month. The first
priest was Father Emil Pilkiw. Later he was replaced by Father M.
Romanchuk, who started Ukrainian classes for the children, and was
instrumental in the production of a play in the Ukrainian language.
While he was at Sacred Heart Church, he celebrated the 25th anniversary of his priesthood. For a considerable length of time he resided at
Ukrainian Park, a camp for the diocese, north of Camp Morton.
Father S. Kulak succeeded Father Romanchuk for a short time, to
be followed by Father E. Olynek. By this time the rectory was complete
and the priest lived at Gimli, making it possible to hold weekly services.
The priest had a heavy schedule of services, as he served a number of
missionary points in the rural areas.
The next priest, Father Kolenich, was a married priest, which is
permitted under the Greek Rite followed by Ukrainian Catholics, who
also observe the Julian calendar for Christmas and Easter. Services are
now largely conducted in the Ukrainian language rather than the
original Greek.
Father Kolenich was transferred to Cook's Creek in 1973, to be
followed at Sacred Heart by Father Roman Zakrewsky.
Sacred Heart Church has a congregation of about 60 families. Services, which are held weekly, alternate between Low Mass one Sunday
at 9:00 A.M. and High Mass the following Sunday at 10:30 a.m. The
ladies have an active group which meets monthly. They work hard for
their church, holding fowl suppers, bake sales, bazaars, etc. They also
participate annually in a joint Mass and fellowship meeting with St.
Michael's Roman Catholic Women's League. They take part in the annual World Day of Prayer on the first Friday in March, with several
other Gimli congregations.
An active church council assists the priest in the church administration and the services, and holds weekly bingos to raise funds.
Sacred Heart Church also participates in the work of the Gimli
Ecumenical Council.
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ST. AUGUSTINE'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Anglican parish of St. Augustine's in Gimli is comparatively
young. It owed its inception in 1966 primarily to the fact that Padre
Walter Chapman of the Protestant Chapel at the Airbase, felt there was
a growing need for the Anglican service personnel, as well as for
civilians in the area, of an Anglican form of worship.
With the co-operation of interested Anglicans such as Bill Philips
and Frank Cronshaw, and the Rev. Brian Gilbertson (who was then
looking after the parishes of Wakefield, Whytewold and Winnipeg
Beach) the matter was brought to the attention of Bishop John Anderson. The result was that the Diocese of Rupertsland purchased a rectory
in Gimli and the Rev. Gilbertson and his family were moved in.
The first service was held at the Lutheran Church in October 1966.
That same year the Christmas Day service was held in the Gilbart
Funeral Chapel. Later on, because of conflicting time schedules, the
services were moved to a room in the basement of the rectory which had
been converted into a chapel. The church school was conducted upstairs. The congregation very soon outgrew this limited space and their
next move was to St. Michael's Roman Catholic Church. This arrangement has lasted since 1967, with the Anglicans not only being allowed
the use of the church for their services but for any church functions. In
their present home, they have met with real hospitality and generosity
at all times and feel this reflects a true ecumenical spirit. In. the meantime, various explorations into the feasibility of acquiring a church of
their own, were carried on for several years. With the termination of the
airbase, this was no longer deemed advisable.
While the Airbase was in operation, close contact was maintained
with the Protestant Chapel, with services being exchanged by the
priests, and sometimes combined Christmas services. Mrs. Chapman
acted as organist for St. Augustine's for awhile but could not continue,
owing to heavy commitments in her own church.
To the Reverend Gilbertson fell the mechanics of organizing a new
church. Within the year, church school was started, a legal vestry established, the Altar Guild was formed, lay people were encouraged to
participate in the services, an A.C.W. group was started (which eventually was discontinued because oflack of numbers). Most important of
all, a genuine feeling of fellowship seemed to be fostered in the small
congregation. Almost all the members contributed in some way. The
highlight of 1968, during Renewal, was a Parish Action Conference,
where, in a series of meetings, the congregation took a good look at
themselves as Christian members in a community. Mr. Gilbertson had
also instigated a series of clergy luncheon meetings. The eventual outcome was the Gimli Ecumenical Council.
When Mr. Gilbertson was moved to Pinawa, Manitoba, in June,
1969, Father Ison, a retired priest living in Sandy Hook, conducted the
summer services. In the fall the Reverend Jack Cameron took over the
parish duties and during his brief sojourn of a year and a half, S1.
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Augustine's moved further out into the community. Strong support was
given to the Ecumenical Council both by the rector and other members,
with emphasis on social services. Visitations and fund raisings were initiated and social parish functions continued.
When Mr. Cameron left, a two-year period with visiting leaders,
either lay or ordained, began. At this time, the airbase was also officially closed and the congregation dwindled. Eventually Father Ison took
over on a regular part-time basis and his encouragement and
enthusiasm helped to cement St. Augustine's again.
At the time of writing, st. Augustine's is fortunate to have the services of Miss Constance Colpus, a licensed lay-reader, on a continuing
basis and feel that, under her able guidance, St. Augustine's will grow
again, hopefully to serve God as it should.
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
Grace Baptist Church came into being in October, 1963, as a group
of members of the Baptist faith joined together for Bible study and
worship on the last Sunday in October. Rev. Funk was the first pastor.
Because of advanced age and ill health he only stayed a few months.
The Unitarian Church on Second Avenue was rented in which to hold
services.
For the next three years the work continued, mainly without a fulltime pastor. Missionary speakers filled the pulpit whenever available.
When no missionary or visiting pastor was present, the laymen of the
church body filled the pulpit.
Early in 1966 C. W. O. Jones of the Canadian Forces Base contacted the Rev. Gordon Mellish in Winnipeg, a representative of the
Trinitarian Bible Society, and asked him if he could locate a full-time
pastor for the work at Gimli.
While at a Missionary Conference in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario,
the Rev. Mellish contacted the Rev. Guy King of the Hiawatha Baptist
Missions about sending a missionary to Gimli.
By June of 1966 the church board was in contact with the Rev.
Dabner Adkins, a missionary appointee under the Hiawatha Baptist
Missions. A few months later the Rev. Adkins with his family moved to
Gimli to be the missionary pastor.
In June of 1970 the Rev. Adkins felt led of the Lord to move on to
work in the administration office of Prairie Bible Institute at Three
Hills, Alberta.
Again the pulpit was filled by missionary speakers and church
laymen until January, 1971, when Pastor Elmer Bragg, also a missionary of Hiawatha Baptist Missions, came to fill the pulpit as missionary pastor. Pastor Bragg and his family took up residence in the
Gimli area in September, 1970, but because of other commitments
Pastor Bragg was unable to work here full time until January, 1971.
As of June 5, 1972, the Grace Baptist Church rented the Protestant
Chapel at the former air base, near the gate of the Gimli Industrial
Park, moving from Second A venue. Services were held there until 1973,
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when the small congregation, which had lost many active members with
the closing of the air base, found it impossible to continue paying the
costs of maintaining the large chapel. Pastor Bragg, who had built a
home in the country, three miles southwest of Gimli, moved the services
and Sunday school to the basement of his home, where the congregation continues regular worship and Bible study together.
Grace Baptist Church has supported a number of evangelical mission services throughout the area, along with the Mennonite Chapel,
and conducts a vacation Bible school for children every summer.
GIMLI ECUMENICAL COUNCIL
The Gimli Ecumenical Council actually started, although not as
such, about 1966, in the form of a ministerial association. These regular
gatherings of the clergy, instigated by the Reverend Brian Gilbertson of
St. Augustine's Anglican Church, involved the R.C. and Protestant
padres from the Base Chapels, the Roman Catholic, Lutheran and
Anglican ministers from the town.
The first attempt at involving the laypeople was a successful
"interfaith service" at St. Michael's church; the feature of the service
was that all the clergy shook hands and the handshake was spread
through the congregation. Following this, during Centennial year, an
interfaith service was held in the Gimli Park with lay people participating.
By this time lay people were included in the clergy meetings and
the Gimli Ecumenical Council came to be. The ultimate undefined
scope of the group grew and continues to grow from an original purpose
of community conscience and concern for welfare. The common purpose helped to overcome the early uncomfortable feelings and with the
resulting change in attitudes, and familiarity, denominational
differences ceased to be a threat to the group and have become a vital
learning process. The real climate of the group has evolved as a
dynamic awareness that the 'church' must move out of its traditional
confines.
Listed are some of the programs that involve, or have involved, the
Ecumenical Council, directly:
- the Hamper program. This program attempted to co-ordinate into
one, existing smaller hamper programs. This program also served to introduce the Ecumenical Council to the community.
- a five-year program in co-operation with Health and Welfare to
come to understand some of the real needs of the less fortunate families
in the area, was started but not completed.
- programs that recognize and involve the activities and interests of
youth; e.g. an open meeting and discussion with a film "The Dangerous
Years". Also a Youth Centennial Service.
- occasional Ecumenical services of worship in the community.
- education program in hospital visitation.
- Family Life Conference.
- Interlake Social and Religious Development Conference - a two221

day workshop involving all denominations in the Interlake; to discover
areas of social need and the role of the Church in the area.
- A television production for SundayScope.
- Combined interdenominational picnic.
- Religious instruction in the High School.
As of this date, 1973, the four parishes involved in the Council are
the Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic and the Ukrainian Catholic.
All parishes in the area have been invited to take part and those not participating are kept informed of Ecumenical 'doings'.
There have been two aspects that identify a forward momentum
for the council. One is the seemingly unlimited field of concern that involve the group. The other is the growing spirit of unity and love within
the group that makes possible free and open encounter in dialogue, and
a strong sense of desire to belong, to be the "Church" in the world.

The Ecumenical Council. Back Row: Rev. L. H. Carter. Father Savoie. Front roll':
Father T. 1. Hoeks. Mrs. M. Sigurdson. and Rev. Jack Cameron.
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FISHING ON LAKE WINNIPEG
The fishing industry is carried on today in much the same way as it
was fifty years ago, though nylon nets have replaced cotton ones, and
trapnet boats have improved methods of catching in summer.
Fishermen still live at their small stations up the lake for the duration of
the summer season. Daily they leave their stations before dawn to lift
the previous day's catch and set their nets again. The summer season
takes them many miles north to the whitefishing grounds, to which they
travel in their whitefish boats, sturdy good-sized boats with small cabins
in which the fishermen can sleep and eat on their long voyages. These
boats, formerly made of wood, now usually are built of steel. The
whitefish season traditionally begins the first of June, and the length of
time the fishermen are away from their homes is determined by the
quantity of their catch, since each fisherman is given a quota he may
catch. Lake Winnipeg whitefish is considered the finest of its kind in
North America. It is dressed at the fishing stations and quick-frozen at
the plants for U.S. markets, where it is in great demand for smoking.
Pickerel or wall-eye, northern pike or jackfish, and saugers are also
caught during the summer season.
The fall season starts around September 1, and continues until October 31. During this season the fishermen do not go so far north, and
their main catch is pickerel or sauger.
In winter, fish are netted under the ice. A hole is dug and a small
mechanical device called a jigger carries a line attached to the net
beneath the ice for some 300 feet. This line can be traced, another hole
is dug and the line drawn up, stretching the net between the two holes.
This device was invented by an Icelandic fisherman and is produced
commercially at Ames by the Sigurdson family. In early days the
winter-caught fish was transported by dog-team, then by horse-drawn
sleighs, but in modern times bombardiers, tractors, and autoboggans,
are employed. Many winter fishermen go from home daily now, to fish
closer to home. The winter season usually ends by March 10, but in recent years there have been a strict quota on the amount of fish each
fisherman may catch, and the number of fishermen allowed to fish the
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lake is limited, to prevent over-fishing and to enable the fishermen to
make a decent living from their occupation.
All fish caught today must be sold through the Freshwater Fish
Marketing Corporation, which sets the price, and the fish is processed
at its new plant in Transcona. During peak seasons the fish plant at
Selkirk, which had been leased by the Corporation, was also used, but it
burned down in 1973 and as yet no decision has been made about rebuilding it.
In 1970, fish from Lake Winnipeg, particularly pickerel and
sauger, were found to contain mercury in amounts unacceptable for
food, and the lake was closed to all commercial fishing. Various work
projects were devised to assist the unemployed fishermen, and
programs to help them train for other employment.
In the spring of 1971, the government announced that mercury
levels in whitefish were safe enough that the northern end of Lake Winnipeg could again be opened for the whitefish season. A quota was set
for the 44 fishermen permitted to hold whitefish licences, and the season
opened as usual on June I. Fishing was so good that the fishermen were
back in from a week to three weeks later, having already obtained their
limit, though they had till the end of July to do so.
By 1972, mercury levels had dropped enough to permit fishing in
all parts of the lake for the summer and fall seasons, and since then,
fishing has assumed its former importance, for those who depend on it
for their livelihood. Prices for fish are maintained by the marketing corporation at a high enough level to ensure a decent recompense for the
fishermen. They are also able to qualify for unemployment insu.rance
during their off seasons.
With the closing of B.C. Packers, the Olson Brothers, Paul and
Ted, enlarged their small fish plant and installed modern machinery.
Their plant, Dockside Fish, is capable to processing fish as an agent of
the Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation, and during the summer
and fall they operate a small retail store in which they sell both the fresh
fish of Lake Winnipeg, and sea fish brought in from distant points.
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Humphrey Olson also operates a small fish plant at certain periods
of the year.
While fishing no longer is the main industry of Gimli, it still forms
an important part of the economy for a number of Gimli families, and
its product is a great attraction to many who visit the community during the summer months.

MEMORIES OF A FISHERMAN
The following are memories of a lifelong fisherman of Lake
Winnipeg, J. B. Johnson, and his brother-in-law, Oli Josephson, as
related to and compiled by Miss S. Stefansson for an article which
appeared in THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, Fall and Winter issues,
1974.
Virtually every home by the lakeshore in New Iceland in pioneer
days had a boat. J. B. Johnson remembers the very earliest as bargelike in construction, with a square stern and prow, and probably several
of them made from the lumber of the scows in which the first settlers
were transported. Ami Oddsson of Vigur used this type for several
years. These boats had two pegs serving as oar-locks, with the oar
placed between them and square boards attached to the oar to keep it in
position.
Then came the more familiar skiff (bytta), 12-14 feet long and
about 5112 feet wide, with square stern, pointed prow, and two thwarts,
on· which two rowers could sit side by side. One or two men fished from
the skiffs, which had two and sometimes three oars. The larger sailboats
came in later.
A few of the first settlers had brought with them from Iceland nets
usually made for deep-sea fishing; some had bought nets in Ontario,
and a few made their own, all out of linen thread. J. B. remembers his
brother Bjorn making a rather shallow net of No. 10 thread. The noted
fisherman Helgi Einarsson of Fairford introduced cotton nets which he
brought from the United States. Later came the nylon nets now in use.
Fishermen's clothes were very varied. Oilskins were used in
summer and fall. For protection against water, some wore high socks of
shaved sheepskin tied just below the knees, which were stuffed with hay
for drying. For winter wear some early pioneers had clothing brought
with them of extremely warm Icelandic homespun (vadmal) but few had
looms for weaving it (Bui Jonsson had such a loom). The unending
industry of Icelandic housewives supplied the men with warm knitted
wool underwear, sweaters, scarves, socks, and mitts. They supplied the
fisherman with a bag containing twelve pairs of mittens, each pair being
used for two nets and then set to dry - a slow process, but not now,
since bombardiers have driers. For winter wear sheepskin-lined jackets
with wide collars were common, but Oli Josephson remembers wearing
two sweaters. Felt caps with earJaps were later replaced with fur caps
with laps tied under the chin. Eventually parkas came into use.
Footwear varied greatly. Some made the Icelandic-style slippers from
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the traditional sheepskin, or from cowhide (but probably more for
home use.) Boots, moccasins, or shoepacs were worn. Some sewed hide
to the sole of socks and part way up.
For transportation in early days over Lake Winnipeg fishermen
used dog-sleighs with runners, about 12 feet long and 3112 feet wide, with
a crate, often movable, on top if fish were piled in loose; otherwise fish
boxes were loaded on.
Sleigh dogs were of every variety, even including St. Bernard and
Newfoundland dogs, and ranging from stocky, low-legged furry huskies
with curling tails and perky ears, rather slow but powerful, to highlegged wolfhounds, long, lean, and superior in speed. The rank and file
of dogs were trained by placing them at the end of a dog team and

Fishermen coming home. Dog teams of 1. B. Johnson and W. J. Amason.
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coaxing them along. Some would fall in docilely at once; the more
independent would let the team pull them along flat on the ground for
long distances before submitting. A prospective lead dog would be
placed behind the leader to learn from him how to obey commands,
such as turns, and keep the team in a straight line, untangled. Some had
a sure sense of direction; others little or none. A team for either sleigh
or toboggan usually numbered five or six dogs, and could pull a load of
300-500 pounds or more on ice. J. B. had one team that with steel
runners and clear ice once pulled about 1200 pounds.
Theirs was a life without a single moment's freedom; if not in
harness in the team they were chained with metal chains even in their
kennels, and when, after perhaps five or six years of work, their strength
began to fail, they were killed and replaced with younger dogs. Claus, a
huge Newfoundland lead dog, so detested this slavery that though
friendly he always tried to bite when being chained.
Then as now there were three fishing seasons, fall, winter, and
summer, with the duration of each established by government
regulations: They were then Sept. I-Oct. 31 (fall), Nov. IS-March 15
(winter), and June I-Aug. 15 (summer). They are now slightly altered.
Fishermen fished independently in fall and winter with no limit set on
the amount caught, but in the summer whitefish season in the north of
the lake they fished for the fish companies from their stations, and with
a set limit of three million pounds, later of two million pounds, still
later reduced to Ilf2 million pounds as supplies dwindled. The season
ended when the permissible quota had been caught.
In time a number of Icelandic fishermen became fish packers as
well: i.e., besides having their own boats, gear, nets, and hired men, they
purc;hased, processed, stored, and marketed fish. Formerly only a
limited amount was sold fresh; most of it was frozen. Many fish stations
had processing sheds and freezers, all along the lake from Gimli to
Hnausa.
J. B. Johnson's freezer consisted of a two-storey building about
'20x30 feet, with a shed of similar size attached. The freezer had the
lengthwise walls lined to about 8-10 feet up with tin plates and eightinch planks with narrow edge out set at the junction of the plates, with
another set of tin plates attached to these at this distance out and held
with planks. The aperture between was filled solidly with a mixture of
shaved ice and salt poured in and packed.
In the sheds the fish was washed and either dressed or left in the
round and arranged in pans which were stacked in compartments (bins)
about 6 x 10 with alternate layers of the crushed ice and salt mixture
between the rows of pans. As layers rose, planks were added. When
solidly frozen, the fish in its ice sheet was knocked out of the pan, and in
this form or boxed was stored in the freezer.
Now, except for some of the winter catch, all fish is shipped fresh.
Fall fishing was all done from skiffs, some three or four miles from
shore. The men either rowed to the fishing ground, or used gasboats to
tow out skiffs for longer distances, as at Macbeth Point.
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Every season on Lake Winnipeg has its own dangers, for the lake is
notoriously temperamental. The period just preceding winter fishing,
when the fishermen were being transported with all their gear and
supplies to the fishing stations was often a most difficult one, and is so
yet. Since the ships took them out late in October, they ran some risk of
being caught in ice. In earlier days there were few docks, so that only
the more skilled and venturesome captains brought the men close to
shore. In most cases the men wth their equipment, dog teams, and later
horses, had to be taken to shore by boat, often a lengthy and
cumbersome process.
J. B. has particularly vivid memories of an experience in the
stormy cold fall of 1910. About Oct. 24-25 he set out for Reindeer
Island on the Mikado, with Captain Howell of Selkirk in charge. Those
on board included Jakob Sigurgeirsson with his sons Geiri and Joe and
his wife Victoria, who would cook for their camp.
It being stormy, Captain Howell took shelter in the Swampy
(Berens) Island harbour. During the night a furious north-east gale
drove the ship out of its position, shattered its rudder and left it
stranded on nearby shallows.
Since the Wolverine stopped at this point on every trip north, the
people stayed on board the Mikado till its arrival. It also was conveying
people to Reindeer Island, but to a different camp among them W. J.
Arnason, Einar Einarsson of Audnir and Sigfus (Fusi) Arason of Gimli.
J. B. now bargained with the Wolverine captain to take him and his
hired man Oskar Eiriksson of Arnes, there too.
On the way, the Wolverine unloaded Gudmundur (Mundi)
Magnusson of Gimli and some men with him at Cathead Point.
Immediately after, such a blinding gale broke that the Wolverine was
forced back to Swampy (Berens) Island for shelter. On entering the
harbour it struck a reef and like the Mikado broke its rudder. The
captain let it drift some distance and then anchored it in the harbour.
Meanwhile the storm continued unabated.
By now it was November, too late for other boats to sail, so that
the crews and passengers of both ships were practically marooned.

Fishermen going oul. Third Ave. Slefan Eiriksson delivering milk.
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J. B. and three other men went on a small skiff to Swampy Island
to explore for a campsite. They found Jakob Sigurgeirsson had already
const ructed a camp for his group.
Another storm broke and their skiff was set adrift by the gale.
However, they found two lifeboats from the Mikado nearby and they
managed to get back to the Wolverine. They were able to crawl into the
ship through a small opening in the stern. J. B. was the third man to
embark this way. At the very moment he was on the icy rail the
Wolverine heaved, the rope broke, the man holding him lost his grip,
and he was plunged into icy water. The seas were carrying him away
and the yawl with its one man on board tossed wildly in every direction.
J. B. had the added disadvantages of wearing heavy clothing and not
being a good swimmer. Just as he was going down he shouted to the
man to reach him an oar. At the very moment of sinking he grasped the
oar-blade and the man carefully pulled him aboard the yawl, from
where he now successfully entered the Wolverine. He was given some
rum, undressed, put in a warm bed, and after a sound sleep felt as well
as ever, with not even a cold.
They made a camp on shore, and when the ice formed, crossed
over to Reindeer Island, taking his gear in relays.
The Mikado and the Wolverine remained frozen in there all
winter, till towed next spring by tugs into dry-dock at Selkirk.
Occasionally wives and even whole families, if the children were of
pre-school age, accompanied the fishermen to the winter camps, though
less often in summer. Women were sometimes engaged as cooks for
summer camps. Oli Josephson recalls that his wife Rosa went out with
him two winters with their two young children.
Actually, many enjoyed the change from routine living. It had the
advantages of family life. The cabins were warm, the food adequate,
and sickness was rare.
The most immediate task for the fisherman involved construction
of fish camps, with a camp housing onesmall gang of two or three men
measuring about 12 x 14 feet, with larger ones built for larger groups,
with a separate kitchen attached, and rows of bunks in the sleeping
quarters.
Such camps were set on bare ground or rock and constructed of
rough logs fitted only at the corners, with a roof of saplings set side by
side, covered with hay or straw with clay on top. For insulation they
were chinked with moss. Some made a slush of snow and water and
slapped it on the outside walls to form a sheath of ice. Building paper
might line the inside walls.
Food for the winter camps consisted mainly of beef, pork, either
salted or fresh but usually the former, beans, bannock, but relatively
little fish. Sometimes there were potatoes, but no other vegetables.
They drank tea and evaporated milk, and often had rice pudding and
prunes.
Though some cooks were experienced, more often they were young
lads, 16 or 17, whose inexperience sometimes led to culinary disasters
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nothing short of ludicrous. One boy hid the bannock he had made under
his mattress. His employer ordered him to bring it out, and when he saw
the lumpy mixture of bread and flour he merely remarked, "Ja, karl
minn!" ("Really now, old man!"). On another occasion the same cook
saw startled expressions on the faces of the fishermen as they tasted the
prunes he had prepared, stewed in juice drained from pickles. But all
was forgiven when he went out on the ice to serve them hot coffee and
Icelandic pancakes. (lummur)
Another incident J. B. Johnson recalls happened in 1921 off West
Doghead, where he had a camp, along with W. J. Amason, Sigurdur
Kristjanson, and several others. One morning early in November J. B.
and a workman from Saskatchewan, Valdi Hall, set out to lift nets a
mile north of the ice. The ice being thin, they pulled a hand-sleigh, and
threaded their way along glare ice. J. B. had slung a rope over his
shoulder and under his arm to pull the sleigh.
They had almost reached the fishing site when J. B. broke through
the ice. He tried repeatedly to grip the rim of it, but it broke constantly
and the heavy current pulled him under. Valdi Hall broke through too,
but found firmer ice and climbed out. He saw no trace of J. B., but the
sleigh was floating in open water. He caught it and pulled it out . . .
and J. B. came up with it from under the ice. with the rope still slung
over his shoulder.
The first stage in winter fishing is cutting holes in the ice, which in
early times were cut with Hudson Bay axes, with a curved edge. In late
winter the ice on the north of the lake averages up to four feet or more
in thickness but it is thinner in the south. At the four-foot depth the hole
would be about 3 112 to 4 feet long and two feet wide. Ice chisels with a 45 foot wooden handle were used to clear the bottom of the hole. Then
improved chisels with metal handles were introduced. The best were
made by Tryggvi Jonasson of Gimli, of special steel. Then came
"needle bars", like pointed three-edged spears, cut on a slant. The
needle bar was invented by John Chudd of Gimli. Now ice augers
attached to bombardiers with a power take-off from the engine will cut
through three feet in one minute .
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Setting the nets required running poles, which at first were simply
poles from the forest about three inches in diameter. Later oak boards
about four inches wide and half an inch thick, were used. These slid
easily on ice behind dog sleighs. A line of longer length was attached
and the pole run under the ice with it. One could see the end of it
through clear ice, or gauge its direction and cut a hole accordingly.
When a net-length was reached the net was attached to the line and
drawn up between the two holes. The pole was then run to the next hole
till all the nets were set, up to 20 nets being set in a straight line.
Nowadays a device called a "jigger" has replaced the poles and the
oak boards, invented by Helgi Sveinsson of Lundar, half-brother of
Kelly Sveinsson of Selkirk, but never patented. Einar E. Einarsson of
Audnir first introduced it on Lake Winnipeg.
Jon Viglundsson Johnson of Gimli improved the jigger by adding a
device giving sound, but he received no credit either.
The men would then spend the day clearing holes and lifting nets.
They followed the same route to camp each day, making a trail for the
dogs to follow, marked by spruce boughs. A ten-mile distance usually
took about two hours.
During the year of the Spanish influenza epidemic, 1918-19, J. B.
Johnson and some of his mates were ill with the influenza, having only
rum and water for medicine. However, they recovered, though some
men on the Carberry, a small tug, died from it.
J. B. Johnson also spent one year freighting fish.
Freighting began about midwinter, much of it done by farmers in
their off season. The very earliest form was transportation on a simple
sleigh pulled by one ox, with one wooden box on the sleigh into which
the fish was loosely piled.
The early freighters rarely used horses, most often oxen. Since the
oxen were not shod and tended to slip on glare ice the men tried to have
them walk on snow. Later they were shod like horses, with two shoes on
each foot to fit the cloven hoofs.
Generally the freighters, after a long day's work in the open, often
facing biting winds, strove to reach one of the stopping-places along the
lake for the night. These were homes that supplied food and shelter to
travellers, for a small, minimal fee. The freighters would arrive at any
time of day or night off the roads or the lake. Sometimes both men and
teams were exhausted, especially after fighting blinding storms.
Generally the stopping-places supplied hay, water, and shelter for
teams for 50 cents a night, and meals for 25 cents, with no charge for
overnight lodging of drivers. Freighters often slept on the floor in their
own beddi ng.
More than any other man Sandy Vance, of Selkirk, originally an
Easterner, revolutionized lake travel with the introduction of snow
ploughs, as early as 1913. His ploughs are described as resembling two
field ploughs combined in one, but larger, with square wooden timbers
about lOx 10 inches, and some 8-9 feet long at the base, and the frame
of the timbers 2x6 or 2x8 covered with galvanized steel. At the front
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were two wing-shaped cutters or plough-shares opposite each other to
throw the snow to the sides, and a third at the centre some 6-7 inches
up.
With the ploughs horse-drawn transport came into prevalent use
on the lake, with heavy draft farm horses of various breeds, among
them Percherons and Clydesdales. From three horses to two or even
three teams would pull the plough, according to snow conditions. These
were rested by changing horses, generally at noon, and having them pull
lighter parts of the freight, such as the caboose. A freight train might
consist of from eight to twelve sleighs, each carrying up to 150 boxes
weighing 100-110 pounds each, with a snow plough in front and a
caboose at the rear. The caboose provided sleeping quarters and meals.
On either side of it was a manger into which a horse-tent was packed in
the daytime. At night the tents were extended to shelter the teams which
were fed at the manger.
A bout 1928-30 tractors began to replace horses in hauling freight.
At first the tractor pulled the plough, but later it was found preferable
to have the plough precede the tractor, which pushed it. Since tractors
could travel day or night, three or four men would take turns driving.
Vast changes have taken place over the years in transport. Among
the vehicles tried were snowmobiles, old Ford cars with an extra wheel
in front of the rear wheels, and various types of caterpillar tractors,
About 1946-47 came surplus war-machines, such as the snow-tractor or
"weasel", and then the bombardiers, which, being able to travel over
snow at some 30 miles an hour, have eliminated the need for cabooses,
stationary camps and freighting on ice.

Summer Fishing Season
The summer fishing season, formerly from June I to Aug. 15, is in
the main the whitefish season, conducted, prior to the advent of the
Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation, principally by the large fish
companies, on the north of Lake Winnipeg, with a limit of at first 3
million pounds for the lake, then 2 million, and later \ljz million pounds.
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The limit was allotted among fishing stations, which in turn
apportioned it among the foremen on the boats, for whom the season
ended when the limit was caught. Size of nets was also regulated.
Foremen or skippers of fishing boats applied to the fish companies
to fish for them, and if accepted received a licence to fish, and engaged
their own hired men, generally two to a boat.
Fish companies supplied the foremen with everything that they
needed. Some had no supplies of their own; others might have some
corks, nets, or a boat, and would order what they needed in addition.
The foreman received so much per pound from his catch, from which all
the cost of supplies furnished was deducted. His receipts varied
enormously . . . . sometimes he might even find himself in debt to the
company.
In former years all summer fishing was done from sailboats
manned, as mentioned, by a foreman and his crew of two. They were
fashioned of wood, about 32-34 feet long and open except for a deck
about six feet wide at the prow, under which two or three men could lie
in shelter in very cramped quarters. There were two masts, fore and aft.
These boats, all as a rule company-owned, began to be converted into
gasboats from about 1920 on, at first with a four-man crew, and later
three. An engine, shaft and propeller were then installed at the rear.
Sailboats had one advantage; they might turn over or be upended,
shedding their ballast of rock, but they never sank, while gasboats
would sink.
Sailboats varied in design according to the builder. The early
sailboats had no equipment except an anchor and rope, not even a
chain. Each mast carried one sail. There were pockets or compartments
for fish on both sides of the centre-board, but the early boats had no
net-trays, which were not introduced till about 1913. Nets were simply
piled on a wooden platform at the rear, with one man arranging them to
prevent tangling. Two men usually pulled in the nets, and one or two
removed the fish. Two thwarts extended across the boat for strength,
and the rear mast, set in an iron ring, passed through the one at the
back.

Sailhoals
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Horse Island. 1920'.1'.
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When gasboats came into use, pilot houses were eventually added.
William Bristow of Gimli was one of the first men, possibly even the
first, whom J. B. remembers as using a gasboat, a small, single-masted
one, with one man working on it with him, at George's Island.
Fishing on Lake Winnipeg has always varied greatly from one year
to another, one location to another, and even from day to day. A run of
fish may last a few days and then be gone. Stefan Sigurdsson of Hnausa
fished four successive summers off Horse Island and caught the limit
only once. In 1911 there was good fishing on the east side of the lake,
but not on the west side. In 1938 the fish were so small that they
dropped from the nets, but 1939 brought such a record catch that the
nets floated up laden with fish.
In summer fishing the working day commenced at 3 a.m. with the
boats going out on their own if the distance was short. For longer
distances boats were towed out by steam tugs that set out about 4 a.m.
and towed never fewer than four but on the average 12 to 16 boats.
The boats wQuld stay out about 10-12 hours, depending on
distance.
After their return the men cleaned all the fish, with the boat crews
co-operating. Sometimes at Warren's Landing they did not finish till
11-12 P. M. Occasionally, though rarely, they cleaned fish all night and
then left immediately for the fishing grounds with no rest or sleep
whatever. This was hardest on the foreman, for while the others could
doze off on the way, he had to be constantly alert.
Fishing on Lake Winnipeg was a hazardous business, as the lake
could change so quickly, and storms came up with great suddenness. J.
B. Johnson, and his brother-in-law, Oli Josephson, like every other
fisherman on Lake Winnipeg, can recall times when their lives were in
danger from such storms. J. B., with more than 70 years on the lake,
has seen more than most of such adventures, and at 89, can still recall
them clearly.

A FISHERMAN REMEMBERS 1913
Gudmundur (Jim) Peterson, who spent all his working life on Lake
Winnipeg as a fisherman and later a storekeeper on Matheson Island,
relates, in 1973, his memories of his first year as a fisherman's helper, in
1913.
"We left Gimli at the end of May on the steamer Wolverine in a
terrible storm from the north, around midnight. By morning we were
past Hecla Island and the weather had calmed down and was good all
the way north. The boat stopped at Little Bullhead to take on cordwood, then at Berens River, and on to Warren's landing, where it lay
overnight. Next morning she pulled out for Horse Island, about a six
hours' run.
N ow everybody started working, fishermen rigging out the
sailboats, which I think had been at the island, and the men had to put
them in the water to let them tighten up, which took a couple of days.
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They were all klinker-built, square sterns, and could stand any storm on
Lake Winnipeg. They put up the spars or masts, fitted up the sails, and
were ready to set.
The foreman of the station was Johannes Hannesson, well known
to most fishermen. He had worked for Hugh Armstrong on Lake
Manitoba and Lake Winnipegosis buying fish, and lived in Gimli before
1900. The freezer boss was John Melsted from Arnes. The rest of the
shorehands were three Icelanders from Gimli and natives from Grand
Rapids.
I worked on the shore that summer, mostly nailing boxes. In those
days all the fish was frozen at the station, and winter boxes were used. It
was kind of tiresome nailing boxes all day. It was better to be working
in the shed, but that was only once in awhile.
Tug fishermen were to tow the boats to where they set the nets.
Captain John Stevens of Gimli was captain of the fishermen. The tug
fished also, and when they were all finished she towed them home to the
island. Fishing was very poor that summer. They tried all over. Eagle
Island was about the best, but not too much there either. They fished all
along the west shore around Sturgeon Gill, but there were lots of jacks
and suckers along with the whitefish and yellows. I don't remember the
price of whitefish that summer, but I remember jacks were only one
cent a pound.
Towards the end of June the fishermen knew they couldn't possibly
get enough fish to pay their expenses, so they were going to stop fishing
unless the company would guarantee the wages for the men. The
manager of the Winnipeg Fish Company, Tom Jones, came out on the
next boat and had a meeting with the fishermen, and guaranteed wages
for the hired men, and also for the boat runners, so they kept on fishing.
We were always happy to see the Wolverine come. On one trip a
young student from Selkirk came to be book keeper. I remember
him, slim and tall for his age. He came out after school had finished. I
got to know him when his mother used to send him chocolates and other
goodies, and he was always treating us when the boat came. This man is
now Dr. P. H. T. Thorlaksson, who founded the Winnipeg Clinic. I
think I have only seen him three or four times since that summer. His
brother Octavius was purser on the Wolverine that summer; he later
became a Lutheran minister, and was in Japan as a missionary for the
Lutheran Synod for 25 years, and retired to California.
As a rule the sailboats came in late in the afternoon. Then the fish
were dressed and put in bins to be iced and chilled, then taken out and
put in a large wooden trough, from which they were scooped out and
pan frozen. This work was mostly done after supper. In the morning the
fish were frozen solid and when taken out of the pans they were dipped
in water and had a nice glaze on, then put in boxes in the freezer. The
ice and salt used to freeze these fish was used to charge up the freezer,
which was cold enough to keep the fish frozen - a big freezer which
held hundreds of boxes. Every time the Wolverine came in, it was emptied.
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In July they fished farther out for whitefish, but they didn't find
much fish there either.
The Lady of the Lake was the government boat that summer, with
Captain Ralph Forrest in command. It came three or four times to
Horse Island during the summer. Captain Howell was the chief fish inspector that year, and used to come on some of these trips.
Some people from Grand Rapids worked on shore. Others came to
stay during the summer, with their families. When the fishing season
was over the fishermen took these people back to Grand Rapids. I
wanted to go to Grand Rapids for the ride, and the boss gave me permission. I really enjoyed the trip, and it is the only time I have been to
Grand Rapids.
Most of the sailboat runners were from Gimli, but one came from
Hecla. There are only five still living, that I remember. J. B. Johnson is
the only one of the boat runners still living. The others still living are
Helgi Finnson, Steep Rock, who worked on a sailboat; Leifi Skagford
of Selkirk, a fisherman, Helgi Stevens, Gimli, a shorehand, and G.
Peterson (myself) a shorehand.
Fishing kept on till the 15th of August. That was the last day you
could fish then. Fishing never improved much. The men worked hard,
going out at daylight, and had to go 30 to 35 miles out in some cases.
They simply tried all over.
When they brought the nets in, they were stripped of corks and
leads and dried, and everybody was glad the season was over. The
steamer Grand Rapids picked up all the crew. William Simpson was the
captain of the Grand Rapids, well known to most fishermen on Lake
Winnipeg in later years. I hope I haven't missed anybody, as this is all
written from memory after 60 years. The boat runners from Gimli were
J. B. Johnson, John Johannson, Marteinn Johnson, Pjetur Gudmundson, Dori Bjarnason, John H. Stevens, and from Hecla, J. K. Johnson.
Bjorn B. Johnson, of Gimli, who years later left his money when he
died, to start a fund to build the hospital which still bears his name,
Johnson Memorial Hospital, was there too. Eggert Sigurdson of
Selkirk fished on his two-masted yawl. I think I have listed all who
worked on Horse Island in the summer of 1913.

THE BOAT WITH MANY LIVES
Until 1969, the freighter Goldfield had been one of the points of
interest in the Gimli Harbour for many years. Used by British
Columbia Packers to freight fish from the north of Lake Winnipeg, the
Goldfield made regular trips out of Gimli one to three times a week,
depending on the season and the length of her voyages. Each time she
docked on her return, tourists and local people alike flocked to the
harbour to see her, take pictures, or meet family and friends among the
crew or the few passengers, usually fishermen and their families. Every
spring, the Goldfield was thoroughly overhauled and painted from stem
to stern, and late in May, the fishermen and their supplies for the
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summer whitefish season were transported by her, with a string of
whitefish boats travelling in her wake.
Often the families of the fishermen travelled north on her for the
summer, and for those who stayed behind, she brought back mail and
boxes of fish, and took back to the fishermen news of home,
newspapers, supplies, etc. During the winter she stood trapped in the
harbour ice, and when spring came, the men sawed the ice around her as
the lake began to break up.
When British Columbia Packers closed its doors forever in 1969,
with the advent of the Freshwater Fish Marketing Board, the Goldfield
was sold to Riverton Fisheries, and moved to Riverton.
The Goldfield has had a long and active life, under three different
names. She began life as the steam tug Frank Burton, in 1886, when she
was built for the Reid and Tait Fish Company of Selkirk, by Captain
John Howell. Captain Bill Barker of Selkirk was the first to command
her, and she sailed from June to October freighting fish. Retired lake
captain G. E. Solmundson of Gimli recalled in 1955 that he had sailed
on her maiden voyage a deckhand when he was 16.
When the first hydrographic survey of Lake Winnipeg was
conducted in 1899 under the banner of the Canadian Department of
Marine and Fisheries, the Frank Burton was commissioned for the
task, which she began in the spring of 1901 under the supervision ofW.
J. Stewart and F. Anderson, whose names appear on the hydrographic
charts. Her builder, Captain John Howell, was the skipper. It was no
easy task, and a stout ship was needed for it. The Frank Burton was
well equipped, with a strong oaken hull and a non-sectional steel
propeller - the first ever used on the lake - able to withstand the
terrible poundings it had to take at times when the boat was caught in a
nest of boulders.

Thl' Frank Burlon.

237

In each of the four years it took to complete the work, a different
captain was in charge; each one, John Howell, Jim Marshall, Hugh
Black, and Sandy Vance, was chosen for his familiarity with the area
being surveyed at the time. The crew was chosen with equal care,
sometimes Indian pilots who knew the hidden inlets and shoals.
Captain Ed Nelson, a retired lake captain, describes the work in an
article in the Winnipeg Free Press.
"Day after day many points and indentures of the shoreline had to
be measured and their true bearings noted along with latitude,
longtitude, and height above sea level. "Sight beacons" were erected at
strategic locations, of tamarack or native larch, which withstand rot
when driven into wet sandy ground. Thirty years later, when the
channel and side-water survey was being undertaken by J. L. Foreman
in 1932 and 1934, he had no difficulty in finding the location of these
beacons. The framework had rotted away, but there was the tamarack
peg, with the location data still legible on its square facing."
When her work of surveying was completed the Frank Burton was
put into the passenger and freight business. After two unsuccessful
years of operation, due to competition of larger and better equipped
vessels such as the City of Selkirk, the Lady of the Lake, the Premier,
and the Wolverine, she was laid up to await other prospects. "They
came," says Captain Nelson, "when an unsuccessful English
prospector, John Bing, decided there might be more money in bricks he
made himself than in gold he never found."
"Bing was one of a group of prospectors who had joined a minor
gold rush east of Manigotagan after 1895. The gumbo which abounds
in the Manigotagan area may have called forth the curses of the
trapper-prospectors in wet weather, but Bing, a brick maker in the old
country, thought it would be wonderful clay for making bricks.
Obtaining permission from some old settlers, he dug out enough clay
for some 200 bricks, built two small kilns on the property of the defunct
Drake Lumber Company, and began experimenting with various
percentages of sand mixed with clay. He was successful in producing
bricks that were flawless, strong, and a pleasing pink in colour."

Goldfield towing. whitefish boats.
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Early freeze up in 1910 locked freighters in Gimli Harbour.

Transportation for equipment and the finished product was solved
with the acquisition of the Frank Burton. The boat was re-built under
the supervision of;) ship's carpenter from Selkirk, Clement Jonasson.
She now became an open tug boat, designed for handling barges, and
she was re-named the Minerva.
The new company took over the holdings of the Drake Lumber
Company. However, dissension soon arose between Bing and other
company members, including another English brickmaker, R. H.
Spencer, who refused to follow Bing's insistence that the clay be washed
to remove the lime.
When finaIly they tried Bing's method, the wood and the company
funds were exhausted, and the plant was temporarily closed.
The final crushing blow came when the Minerva, towing a barge
loaded with a general cargo which included 2,000 cases of 40% forcite,
an explosive, was caught in a sudden storm while trying to reach the
shelter of Victoria Beach harbour. The towline parted, and the barge
swung broadside to the sea, the waves breaking over its entire length.
Captain Percy Pearson's main concern now was the rescue of the two
bargemen, John George Kennedy and Sandy Sayer. He daringly circled
nearer and nearer to the barge, but each time he got near enough for the
men to jump, rolling waves drove the two vessels apart.
Finally he came closer than he thought he would dare, and yelled
to the two men, "Jump!" They leaped for their lives, and sprawled on
the tug's deck. Some crew members claimed they jumped 40 feet, but
the two men said it was only half that distance, still quite a feat.
The barge was water-logged and the freight floated off, to be
gathered in by residents along the lake. The barge was blown ashore
and wrecked at Stoney Point, near the mouth of the Brokenhead River.
A source of worry long after was the 2,000 cases of explosives,
which during daylight in calm water could be seen lying on the bottom,
about 100 yards offshore. But no mishap was ever reported.
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Lake vessels wintered at Gimli. early 1950s wilen lake froze early.

The brickmaking experiment was over, but Larry Fisher,
transportation manager for the company, took over the Minerva, and
the remaining barge, and continued in the freight and passenger
business. He had her re-constructed resembling her original lines, and
re-named her the Goldfield, after the most promising mine in the area.
The venture was not a success, and after two years the Goldfield
was laid up again at Selkirk.
During the first World War, the Goldfield was sold to Riverton
Fish Company, when she began her new role as a.fish freighter.
During the years that the Goldfield was the property of the Gimli
Fisheries, she was overhauled and re-built many times, until she
resembled the axe the old woodsman had which he had owned all his
life, though it had had many new heads and handles. The Goidfield had
new gas and then diesel engines, new decks, cabins, hull, etc. Captains
who came from Gimli included Captain John Stevens, his sons Captain
Bill Stevens and Captain Clifford Stevens, and two of his grandsons,
Captain Bill Stevens and Captain Clifford Stevens Jr., and Captain
Norman Albertson. Clifford Stevens Jr. was the last captain of the
Goldfield before it was laid up due to the closing of Lake Winnipeg for
two years due to mercury pollution.
For many years Kari Thorsteinson of Gimli was chief engineer,
one of the best engineers on the lake.
The sturdy old vessel remains seaworthy, as she stands at anchor in
the Icelandic River at Riverton between her trips to freight fish on Lake
Winnipeg, and with her many re-fittings, she could still be part of the
Lake Winnipeg fishing scene one hundred years after her maiden
voyage in 1886.
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THE TRAGIC END OF THE SUZANNE E.
Nine crew members died September 24, 1965, by drowning, when
the 75-ton fishing vessel, the SUZANNE E., was caught in a storm in
the Lake Winnipeg Narrows, and sank. One crew member, Clifford
Everett, 24, of Berens River, Manitoba, reached the shore of Black
Island the following morning, by holding onto a drifting raft for eleven
hours. The ship's captain, 32-year old Richard Charles Johnson of
Stonewall, died on the same raft one hour before it reached shore. His
body was found on Black Island later that day.
A note in a bottle - one of the oldest means of communication
from the sea - gave searchers their first accurate indication of where
the disaster took place. A flotilla of more than thirty boats had been
searching for two days without success before the fish freighter,
Goldfield, out of Gimli, ran across a tell-tale oil slick on the second
afternoon. The Goldfield passed a note in a bottle to a passing
fisherman who delivered it to the main body of search craft while the
Goldfield stayed on the site. No survivors were found among the debris.
The water was about 45 feet deep at that spot.
The dead, in addition to Captain Johnson, included Mrs. Christine
Settee, the cook, of Riverton; deckhand Charles Donavan Cook, 19, of
Selkirk; crewmen Alan Clemons, 20, of Selkirk, Richard Zillman, 63,
of Hudson, and Bjorgvin August Holm, 58, of Winnipeg; engineer
William Potoski of Hnausa, Man., passenger Peter Goosehead, 25, of
Jackhead Harbour; and crewman Tache Everett, 23, of Berens River.
The single survivor was the mate of the vessel.

BRITISH COLUMBIA FISH PACKERS
The oldest industry in Gimli was the British Columbia Packers,
which was established in 1919, and was known then as the Gimli
Fisheries. It was then owned by Robbins Incorporated, a fishprocessing and sales company located in Chicago, with Hector M.
McGinnis, an American, as manager of the Gimli branch. He held this
position for 12 years, during a number of which he served as Mayor of
Gimli. Work done at the plant was mainly packaging and freezing the
fish as it was brought in from the various fishing stations on Lake Winnipeg.

B.C. Paden.
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When the Armstrong Independent Fisheries in Winnipeg
amalgamated with the Gimli Fisheries in 1930, the new company was
named Armstrong-Gimli Fisheries. After a few years, it was sold to the
Nordic Fish Company of New York, and several years later to the
Canadian Fish and Cold Storage Company of Prince Rupert, B.c.
British Columbia Packers of Vancouver bought the company in 1939,
with Manitoba headquarters located in Winnipeg. They continued as
owners until the plant closed down in 1969, when the Canadian
Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation was formed and took steps to
eliminate some of the processing outlets to streamline fish marketing
operations. The plant was declared redundant, and stood silent and
empty, its equipment shipped to other plants across the country, until
1973, when the buildings were sold to the Gimli Development Corporation to be renovated to form a threefold Icelandic, Ukrainian, and
Marine museum under the federal-provincial recreation grants which
were made to offset effects of the closure of Canadian Forces Base
Gimli.
When Mr. McGinnis left the company, the Gimli Fishery was
managed first by Joe Burrell for a short interval, and then by Thor
Ellison, until 1945, when Norman K. Stevens, who had served the company as clerk since 1922 became branch manager, a position he held until his retirement in 1967. His successor was Helgi Johnson, also of
Gimli.
The British Columbia Packers plant was a fully modern and well
equipped fish-processing plant, employing, due to the seasonal nature
of the work, a varying number of people, but at the peak as many as
forty persons. In the early 1960's B.c. Packers became the first plant of
its kind in Manitoba to be Canada Approved, according to the strict
standards of the Pure Food Law of the federal Department of Fisheries.
Whitefish from Lake Winnipeg and other lakes, pickerel or walleye,
northern pike or jackfish, and saugers, were the main fish processed.

N. K. Stevens, Manager.
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Newly-caught fish.

Filleting.

Packaging.

During the summer and fall seasons the company freighter, MS
Goldfield, brought in the fish which it picked up at the fishing stations
along the lake. It was processed and about 90 percent was shipped to
United States markets.
During its final years the B.c. Packers plant utilized modern
equipment including a large Amerio freezer which froze the packages
quickly for storage later in the huge walk-in freezers. The fish were
rapidly cleaned and filleted on an assembly line and speeded on their
way to be packaged by a group of white-overalled women. For many
years Steve Anderson was the foreman. When he resigned to move to
British Columbia, Oli Collins took his place for a short period, to be
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Freezing.

Crating.

followed by Paul Zwolak, who remained foreman until the plant closed.
Both Mr. Collins and Mr. Zwolak had worked at the company plant at
Winnipegosis prior to moving to Gimli.
With the closing of the British Columbia Packers plant in 1969,
and the closure of the lake a year later due to mercury pollution, an era
of Gimli history came to a halt, temporarily at least.

WHAT IS A FISH FLY?
One of the less pleasant attributes of the west side of Lake Winnipeg, where Gimli is situated, is the fish fly, which arrives every July
for long or short periods. Since it is such a regular visitor to our region,
it claims a place in this history. For the following description, we are indebted to Captain Bill Reinhart of C.F.B. Gimli, to whose article,
researched for the Station paper, The Gimli Star, we add a few
sentences from information from the Manitoba Department of Entomology in 1960.
"The so-called May-flies, or shad-flies, as known here at Gimli,
FISH FLIES, are scientifically known as Ephemerida. Because their
adult life is so brief, they were named after the Ephemerides of Greek
mythology, creatures which lived but for a day, and from this root
comes our common word, ephemeral. May flies, however, live longer
than a day, perhaps two days or more, where the air is not too dry. The
adults do not eat: their mouth-parts are atrophied, and the alimentary
canal is not fitted for the digestion of food, but it has been shown that
one was kept alive for three weeks.
"Structurally speaking, the adults are very interesting creatures.
They are distinguished from other insects by their short antennae, their
extremely large front wings as compared to the very small hind wings,
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the absolutely atrophied mouth-parts, and the long, slender filaments,
two or three in number, at the end of the abdomen.
The transformations are completed and the early stages passed in
the water. The males are readily distinguished from the females
from the fact that with the males the hind legs only are
atrophied or feeble, while with most females the forelegs as well as the
hind legs are too feeble to support the body. When at rest the front legs
are generally extended straight in front of the head, frequently very
close together, the anal setae usually slanting upwards. As a rule, they
remain quiet during the day, limiting their flight to the cooler hours of
sunlight, or extending it later in the evening, just after sunset. Where
there is a strong artificial light they will fly until late in the night. The
numbers in which these creatures swarm are often extraordinary. During the season in which they are swarming around the street lights, at its
peak, huge piles of their dead bodies, emitting a smell like rotting fish,
must be gathered up next morning by the shovelsful by town crews, and
hauled away in trucks. They are particularly fond of swarming around
the brighter mercury vapor lights on the main streets, and in a bad
season, the town puts out the street lights to lessen the number
swarming around the lights and dying beneath them.
The larvae are active creatures, with long, strong legs, and breathe
by means of tracheal gills. They both swim and crawl, and feed largely
on vegetable matter, diatoms and conferae being found in their
stomachs. They may be found under stones in quiet waters, or they may
live at the bottom more or less covered with slime or mud. Some forms
burrow into the sandbanks of rivers. The pupa or nymph is also active
and feeds. I t has small wing pads, and when ready to transform, it floats
upon the water, and the skin of the back opens and the winged insect
flies out. The emergence is extremely rapid and the insect flies away
almost immediately after the skin cracks.
A very curious phenomenon occurs with these insects which is not
found with any other insect, and that is that there is a molt after the fly
issues from the nymph. It flies away to the shores in the condition called
the sub-imago stage and again the skin splits and the true-imago, or
adult, issues. This shedding sometimes takes place while the insect is
flying.
Most of the adults couple during flight, the male undermost. They
often engage in rather spectacular flights during which mating takes
place. The individuals in a swarm are usually all males, and they often
fly up and down in unison. Sooner or later the females enter the swarm,
and a male will seize a female and flyaway with her.
Egg-laying is usually performed in fresh water, though one exotic
species lays in brackish water. The females of some species discharge
the contents of their ovaries at once in the form of egg-clusters. These,
upon reaching the water, rapidly disintegrate, and the eggs sink to the
bed of a river or stream. Others drop their eggs gradually, a few at a
time, the females either alighting on the surface of the water at intervals
to wash off the eggs that have issued, or she creeps into the water,
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enclosed within a film of air, to lay her eggs on the underside of stone,
after which she floats up to the surface and either flies away or is
drowned. In one case, the female has been seen to deposit living larvae.
After the eggs hatch, the larvae live upon mud or the small vegetation which grows on stones and stems of large water-plants. Some of
them are apparently predaceous. They cast their skins several times during the first few days after hatching. These larvae or nymphs are an important fish food.
The larval life is a long one, lasting from one to three years, and
the number of molts is very large, as many as 20. The adults are also a
favourite fish food. Fish are so well acquainted with them that imitation
shad-flies afford the best bait in certain regions.
Whether the invasion of fish flies is a heavy or a light one at Gimli
largely depends on the prevailing winds. If there is an east wind off the
lake at the time when the flies are ready to swarm, they arrive by the
millions. If northwest winds prevail, Gimli might be fortunate to have
only a few, while the greatest numbers would be on the other side of the
lake. They are attracted most to light coloured and white buildings,
which become heavily covered with them. They do not bite, but to have
a swarm of them fly up into your face when you pass a group of trees or
a hedge, is not the pleasantest thing in the world.
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PUBLIC SERVICE

RAIL SERVICE TO GIMLI
The railway first came to Gimli in 1906, when the Canadian
Pacific Railway extended its line which had reached Winnipeg Beach
between 1901 and 1903, and Selkirk in 1882-83. When the first special
train arrived at Gimli, it was filled with people who had purchased
tickets long before, to have the honour of riding on the first train. Mrs.
Dennis Lee, then Miss Sesselja Goodman, recalled coming out on that
train to visit her mother and grandmother, and what a small and nottoo-beautiful village she thought Gimli to be at that time! Not long
after, she came here to live as a bride, and grew to love the place which
she considered home until her death in 1973.
Gimli experienced a boom following the coming of the railway.
Summer visitors from Winnipeg soon flocked to the village with its fine
sandy beach, and bought lakefront lots on which to build their summer
homes. The Como Hotel, and the new Lakeview Hotel, were filled with
travellers from the north, who stopped over in Gimli.
When the railway continued on north to Riverton in 1914, hotel
business decreased greatly, especially with the prohibition of alcohol as
well, and the Lakeview Hotel was sold to the Betel Home.
One of the station agents who was longest at Gimli was H. R. Lawson, who was in charge for a year or so around 1915, and then during
the balance of the first war was moved elsewhere. He returned to Gimli
in 1919, and was station agent until 1939, when Gordon Smith took his

C.P.R. Depot.
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place. The Smiths were transferred to Shoal Lake in 1950, and Claude
Foster became Gimli agent. When he was transferred to Selkirk in
1960, Jack L. Taylor became Gimli's last station agent. The Canadian
Pacific Railway obtained permission in 1972 to close Gimli and many
other stations, substituting for the station agents several travelling
supervisors and an automated central office in Winnipeg to which persons throughout the province can phone to a toll-free number for information, rail, air, and hotel services, and freight shipment.
During its early years, the railway station was a hub of activity,
with a daily train operating to Winnipeg every morning, and returning
in the evening. During the summer months, two trains daily travelled
between Gimli and Winnipeg, and many people commuted daily.
On April 25, 1955, the Canadian Pacific changed the service to
Gimli by substituting a stainless steel diesel car Dayliner for the old
steam-powered train. The diesel car had space for 48 passengers,
baggage, mail, and express, and carried its own power in two 275 H.P.
motors beneath the floor, and could reach a speed of 80 miles per hour
in 360 seconds from standing start. It left Winnipeg daily except Sunday at 11:30 A.M., arriving in Riverton at 2:00 P.M. After an hour
stopover it returned to Winnipeg by 5:30 P.M.
The new day liner did not last long, as before many years passed it
was removed from the line and replaced with a bi-weekly mixed freight
and passenger train, which soon stopped taking passengers at all. The
diesel car was inconvenient for passengers who no longer could take a
one-day trip to the city, and they soon began using the daily bus instead.
Gimli had retained its station agent longer than many similar
towns, due to the requirements of the air base, and later, to the needs of
Calverts of Canada distillery for freight service.
But the end was inevitable, and in December, 1972, the Gimli station was closed. The following summer the station was put up for
tender, and was purchased and torn down by a local citizen, Don
Torbert, to use in building his new home.
Thus passed from view a building which had many memories for
Gimli citizens. Most of the occupants of the station and its attached
house had contributed much to the community. Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Lawson were active citizens, he in curling, Scouting, community club,
etc., and his wife as one of the most active members of the ~omen's
Institute, founder of the first Girl Guides in Gimli, and in other groups.
Their home was the scene of many a social gathering, and overnight
headquarters for visiting nurses and extension leaders on numerous occasions.
Mrs. Gordon Smith was president of the Women's Institute, and a
district director. She and her husband were instrumental in getting
United Church services held at Gimli.
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Foster were active in the Gimli branch of the
Canadian Legion, in which he served as president.
Jack Taylor was a cubmaster, secretary of the Canadian Legion,
welfare chairman and later president of the Evergreen Cancer Unit, and
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first secretary of the Gimli and District United Way. His wife Dorothy
was secretary, president, and treasurer of the Gimli Women's Institute,
and became head librarian of the Evergreen Regional Library, giving
up that position when they were transferred to Winnipeg.
Extra employees served the Gimli railway station during the
summer months when the daily train was running, including telegraph
operators, and telegram messengers.
Gimli has grown used to limited service from the railway, and the
bus and trucks have largely taken over, but citizens hope that the day
will not come when trains will no longer roll over the lines on their biweekly runs from Winnipeg to Riverton.

MEMORIES FROM THE RAILWAY STATION
Mrs. H. R. Lawson, wife of the C.P.R. Station at Gimli for more
than 20 years, (1912-1916 and 1919-1939) has written a few
reminiscences of life at Gimli in the early days of her stay here. She
recalls that there were only six families in the village who spoke only
and mainly English when they arrived in 1912. When they were sent to
Brandon during the first war, Mr. Mann took the place as station agent
at Gimli till their return.
She recalls the carloads of fish shipped by her husband Harry for
the fisherman, which were billed through to the United States. The fish,
and furs from the north, were brought in by dog-team, and she
remembered the waiting room being full of furs, valued at over $200,000. The agent had to tie up the sacks and put a seal on them. He also
shipped the dogs which were used in the Antarctic expedition.
When Mr. and Mrs. Lawson were transferred from Gimli to
Manitou in 1939, the Women's Institute had a farewell party for her,
and presented her with a "neat little clock" which was still sitting on her
T.V. in 1969, and still keeping excellent time.
Mr. and Mrs. Lawson retired to Victoria, B.c. in 1952, and Mrs.
Lawson passed away in 1973. Her husband is still living there, and still
keeps in touch with Gimli.

HISTORY OF THE TELEPHONE IN GIMLI
It was in 1908 that Gimli was incorporated as a village. That was
the saJte year that the provincial government purchased the telephone
facilities in Manitoba from the Bell Telephone Company of Canada.
And it was the same year that the first telephone was installed in Gimli.
There were eight telephones in 1908, and by 1954 this number had
grown to over 450.
The first telephone office was in Dr. Dunn's drug store on First
Avenue. Later it was located in a small office adjoining Hannes
Kristjanson's confectionery store, where the first manual switchboard
was installed with five operator positions.
In 1947, construction was started on the telephone exchange on
First Avenue. It was completed in 1948 and two more operator places
were added.

249

Switchboard operators at the old telephone office 1949.

1949 marked a breakthrough in northern communications. That
year, Gim1i operators took charge of a radio console which proved to be
the most diversified radio service in Canada. Through Gimli, the radio
service, the first of its kind for Manitoba Telephone System, provided
communication links to aircraft, snowmobiles, boats, isolated camps,
and tractor trains in the northern part of the province.
On April 21, 1964, an automatic dial office was opened in Gimli,
the 90th automatic dial office in rural Manitoba. The new equipment,
replacing the former manual switchboard, provided automatic service
to some 1,300 customers, including the Gimli R.C.A.F. Station.
Direct Distance Dialing was introduced to Gimli telephone
customers on November 17,1968. DDD enabled them to dial their own
station-to-station long distance calls to over 95 million telephones in
North America.

*

*

*

*

The old telephone office was purchased by the Town of Gimli, and
converted to the present Town Hall.
The Gimli Telephone office twice received awards for best kept
premises in the district, and second best kept premises in the province.
Many local girls and women served there while it was manually
operated. For years Miss Gudrun Solmundson was the night operator.
Now calls are made automatically, and the service personnel who look
after telephones in the Gimli area receive their instructions through the
Selkirk office, which receives calls when service is required, and relays
them to the Gimli crew.
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GIMU'S POWER SUPPLY
The first hydro-electric power line to Gimli was constructed during
the summer of 1930, and consisted of nine miles of 8,000 volt line running north from Winnipeg Beach substation. The energization of that
line brought hydro power to Gimli on December 31, 1930. At that time
the number of customers who had signed for electricity was 76, and today there are some 860 receiving service. Consumption of electric
energy has risen from 35,000 kilowatt hours per year to 17,000,000
kilowatt hours per year, almost a 400% increase.
The farm electrification program which was an important undertaking and responsibility of the Manitoba Power Commission following
the second World War, extended service to approximately 40,000 farms
throughout Manitoba. Farms in the area surrounding Gimli were extended electric service during the summer and fall of 1951. The capital
cost of the farm line extensions in the Gimli area totalled $106,212 and
covered service to 160 farms. I n conjunction with farms in the area
which had applied for service prior to the farm electrification as well as
individual extensions built, there were nearly 300 farms utilizing the
benefits of electricity in their homes and farm buildings.
These figures as of February 9, 1973.
In 1968 the Town of Gimli decided to improve lighting throughout
on a five-year plan. Overhead wires had been removed on Centre Street
and the business blocks of First A venue in 1967, and Hydro installed
steel poles with mercury vapor lights. Additional street lights were added on all residential streets as part of the plan. The impressive Viking
Statue is flood-lit.

HOW WATER AND SEWAGE CAME TO GIMU
The most important and far-reaching achievement Gimli has
known, was the installation of waterworks and sewage in the town. This
had been the dream of the Chamber of Commerce since its beginning,
and the members worked tirelessly to promote this projcct.
Year after year, resolutions were submitted to the Manitoba
Chamber of Commerce, asking the provincial government to guarantee
debentures to towns wishing to install these services. For the first two
years other Chambers in small towns entered similar resolutions. While
the Chamber was petitioning the Manitoba Chamber, the Town
Council \\'as submitting the same resolutions to the Manitoba Urban
Association. The third year they did so, theirs was the only resolution
making this request. The others had given up. Eric Stefanson, town
councillor and deputy mayor at the time, as well as an active member of
the Chamber, says, "If we had not persisted in what wc felt was right,
the decision to carry out our request might not have been made." After
a fourth year of submitting resolutions, the Gimli Chamber and the
Town of Gimli were gratified when the Campbell government finally
agreed to guarantee debentures to a certain amount for rural towns
wishing to install waterworks.
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Premier D. L. Campbell, and Mayor
Barney £gilsoll turn 011 the water.

The Chamber, meanwhile, had been busy at home preparing to sell
the idea. They appointed J. T. Arnason canvass chairman, and
canvassed the town to find out who would install water and sewer if it
were made available. The year that the government decision was made,
Dr. George Johnson was president of the Chamber, and the following
year. Eric Stefanson was president.
There was considerable opposition and caution about waterworks
for Gimli. The summer residents, with their cottages suitable for
summer only, stated that if a referendum was held they would come
down and dcf'eat it, because they did not want the expense of installing
the facilities. People said that the older pensioners would not be able to
afford to install water and sewer in their small homes, nor pay for the
cost of having this service. A number of the campers came down to the
public meeting which was sponsored by the Chamber. After hearing the
speakers, they left, and when the vote was held, they did not come to
cast negative votes. Eric Stefanson said that some of the pensioners
were paying boys 2Sc a day to carry two pails of water for them $7.50 a month - which was more than the monthly water bill.
Underwood, McLellan, and Associates made a preliminary
survey, at the token price of $500. Their first estimate of the cost was
over $400,000, higher than the province would guarantee debentures
for. The Chamber and council asked them why the price was so high.
"Because you will have water trouble," they replied. The local leaders
scoffed. They requested them to drill trial holes twenty feet deep, which
they did. When no water seeped into the holes, the estimate was lowered
by $100,000, which was low enough to qualify for the guarantees.
Mayor Barney Egilson, a cautious man, was opposed to the idea.
He felt that it would break the town. However, the enthusiastic and
determined council and Chamber would not listen to him. They insisted
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that he speak at the public meeting which was called, in favour of the
ide~l, ~lnd he did so.
A bricl' and questionnaire giving complete information on amount
of debentures needed, cost of installation, frontage tax, increased mill
rate, and approximate water charges, was prepared and distributed to
every home. Of 311 winterized homes contacted, 274 were in favour and
37 against. Thirty-one commercial buildings were in favour and three
against. Many property owners indicated that they would pre-pay
frontage tax, and buy debentures. The survey showed that about
$90,000 had already been spent on private waterworks, besides about
$100,000 on public buildings and large projects.
Atthe public meeting held May 15, 1957, under the sponsorship of
the Chamber of Commcrce, speakers, in addition to the mayor of
(jim Ii. included Mayor Steve Oliver of Selkirk; Mayor K. R. Barkman,
Steinbach; Mayor Harry Coughlin, Morden; Dr. George Johnson,
Health OfTicer; A. G. McLcod, Department of Health; W. J. Adam,
Consulting Engineer for Underwood and McLellan, and D. R. Oakley,
(iimli Chamber of COlllmerce.
When the referendulll was held on May 21, 1957, the vote was 80%
in favour of the project. From that day on, Gimli never looked back and
the worst fears of the doubters were quickly disproved.
When tenders were called, Bites Construction submitted a bid
lower than expected. When they had difficulty in obtaining a guarantee
for their bid, Mayor Egilson assisted them. As a result, the work was
done for lower eost than the estimates had been, and it was possible to
install the lines in parts of the town which had not at first been included.
A year or so later, a second line and a second cell to the lagoon was
installed under the new C.M.H.C. loans with 25% forgiveness by the
federal government.
That members of the Chamber of Commerce who fought for this
modernization for Gimli for four years or more, were correct in their
views, has been amply justified in the years since, for the changes in
(jimli were immediate and continuous. The elderly people with small
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Scelle during {J(I\'ing

Gimli slreefs 1961.

homes and income were among the first to connect up to the system,
gaining comfort in their declining years. The summer residents who
threatened to vote against the referendum, have for the most part
installed waterworks in their summer cottages. Those who did not wish
to do so moved them to different locations and made the lots available
for permanent homes. There has been a minimum of trouble with the
water and sewer lines since installation, and the fact that Gimli was able
to obtain an enormous and ample suppl.y of the finest water from one
artesian well eliminated the need for an overhead water tank and saved
some $30,000, besides giving the people a plentiful supply of good
water.

Sill1bi Josephson making concrete sidewalks.

Road grader on 6th Ave., June 1941.
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Gill/Ii's first fire brigade.

1948 trailer with fire hose and pump for hauling by car. Rear, the late Walter
Stasiuk, 1. T. Amason and E. G. Anderson. Front, Corporal Barry Littlewood,
R.C.M.P.

Gimli and R.M. Volunteer Fire Brigade at Practice Session at Gimli Hospital.
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Mr. and Mrs. Bob Chesney former fire chief receive farewell gift from Chief Bert
BOllillet.

POLICE SERVICES
In early days, Gimli was served by local policemen, who singly enforced the law in the community. Memories have faded concerning the
earliest village policemen, but some old-timers think that A. C. Baker,
who served as magistrate at Gimli for many years, was also a policeman
for a time. Arnljotur Olson, whose grandson, A. O. Olson, came to
Gimli as school superintendent in 1975, was one of the early local
policemen, for a number of years. Other early policemen included
Tryggvi Jonasson, Fridholm Johnson, Valdi Stefanson, Ellis Thompson, and John Daniels. Memories do not recall the exact order in which
they served. He was followed by Albert Goodman, who later was a fish
inspector. Fridfinnur Lyngdal also served as policeman, and J. V. John-

The Baker home now the site of Auto Body.
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son for some time. Jon Josephson, who passed away at the Betel Home
in 1975, aged 92, was town policeman for a long time. The last town
policeman was Thordur (Doddi) Thordarson, for about seven years.
In November, 1942, it was decided to change over to having the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police look after the protection of Gimli.
The first R.C.M.P. Constable to come to Gimli was Barry Littlewood,
who at first boarded in a local home, and later lived in the house now
occupied by Mrs. Helga Johnson. Barry Littlewood was active in the
community, especially in the skating rink project. Some years after he
was transferred from Gimli, he became superintendent of Headingley
Gaol.
Hugh McCallum was the next R.C.M.P. officer at Gimli. He was
followed by Lynn Marchbank, who was an active Kinsman His wife
Kay was active in Kinettes and the Women's Institute. By this time the
R.C.M.P. officer resided on First Avenue, having his office in the front
of the house. Lynn retired from the Force later, and entered insurance.
R. W. Mossman, known to all as "Moss", came to Gimli next. He
too was a Kinsman, and his wife Leona active in the Women's Institute,
being its secretary. Corporal Mossman passed away a few years ago.
Cameron (Red) Walker was the next R.C.M.P. officer, and the
first to have an assistant working with him. He was highly respected in
Gimli for his law enforcement and his interest in the community. He
and his wife were also active in the Kinsmen and Kinette Clubs. They
lived on Third A venue near the Lutheran Church, and were looking
forward to the building of the R.C.M.P. detachment office and
residence. However, it had just been completed, in 1962, when they
were transferred.

Magistrate and Mrs. Baker.
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Corporal Walker was followed by Sergeant Andy Meacock, who
devoted his spare time to working with the Lutheran Church and in the
Viking Masonic Lodge. By this time, additional officers were assigned
to the protection of the Town and Municipality of Gimli.
Sergeant Meacock was followed by Sergeant George Cass, who
with his wife Fran was active in the Anglican Church and other community groups. Sergeant Cass entered into retirement from the
R.C.M.P. force while in Gimli, and now has a responsible position in
security for the western provinces.
In 1975, the Gimli detachment is headed by Sergeant Larry
Henderson. There are nine officers in all stationed at Gimli, including
three for the Town of Gimli, three for the R.M. of Gimli, and two for
Aspen Park, in addition to the sergeant. A stenographer works parttime in the office. Sergeant Henderson and his wife are active curlers,
and Mrs. Henderson works as a nurse at St. Benedict's Manor. She is
active in the Hospital Auxiliary. Other members of the R.C.M.P. at
Gimli are also active in Kinsmen Club and Chamber of Commerce.
Don MacDonald is vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce. All
are well respected and well known citizens, but usually their tenure is so
brief in one place that their social activities are of necessity limited.
The contrast between protection by a single, untrained local
policeman in early times, and the highly trained force of R.C.M.P. officers today, nine in all, is an indication both of the growth of Gimli,
and the drastically changed conditions that exist today.

ReM? Headquarters.
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MEDICAL SERVICES

DR. ST. CLAIRE DUNN
Dr. St. Claire Dunn was the first professional Medical Doctor to
serve Gimli on a regular basis. He came to the community in the early
part of the twentieth century, around the time when the railroad
reached this area in 1906, and he established his practice in a small
building north of the Lakeview Hotel on First Avenue, then known as
Main Street. He also had a small drug store from where he dispensed
prescriptions. When telephone service came to Gim Ii, the first
switchboard was located in Dr. Dunn's offices.
Dr. Dunn was interested in photography, and he took many fine
pictures of Gimli, which were made into postcards. A few of his excellent views of the village have been in the possession of Mrs. Kristin
Johnson, now deceased, who was a well known photographer of Gimli
from about 1914 until the end of her life. Some of these pictures are
among the early views ofGimli which are included in this history, particularly beach and harbour scenes. Like many photographers, Dr.
Dunn did not have his own picture taken often, so we are left with
one picture of him to place in this history. He is remembered with
respect and affection by the older citizens of the town and district.
Dr. Dunn left Gimli to join the medical corps during the first
World War, served overseas, and there lost his life.

Jillia HalldlJrslJl1. Dr. 0111111. al1d As/a J0I1SS011.
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OTHER EARLY GIMLi DOCTORS

Dr. Frank Shall'.

After Dr. St. Clair Dunn left Gimli to go to war in 1915, he was
followed here by Dr. Sveinn Bjornsson, who stayed until 1919, when he
moved to Arborg.
Dr. Wilhelm Ganton came to Gimli around 1921, and stayed two
years. During that time, one child delivered by him, Wilhelmina
Jonsson, now Mrs. Mabb, was named in his honour.
When he left, Dr. Frank Shaw came to Gimli, and served the community faithfully for almost 20 years, until he died in 1940. During the
depression years his pay was often in the form of cordwood or other
commodities, if at all. Just when Gimli had a hospital, and times were
improving, his health failed and he was unable to benefit from the improved conditions he had longed to see. Dr. Shaw was born in 1888.
Dr. Shaw married Hilda Gislason of Geysir, and they had two
children, Donald and Ruth. Donald married Mickey Peterson of Gimli,
and they live in Edmonton. Ruth married Roy Johnson of Riverton.
His widow, born in 1907, re-married; Hilda Shaw Ferris passed away in
1953.

DR. A. B. INGIMUNDSON
Dr. A. B. Ingimundson (Gus), Gimli dentist for over 40 years, grew
up in Selkirk to the age of 16, when his family moved to Winnipeg. He
took a year of Pre-Med at the University of Manitoba, after which he
completed his education in dentistry at the University of Toronto. After
two years of practice in Winnipeg, he set up his office in Gimli in the old
Greenberg store, in 1933. Later he moved to a small office adjoining the
H. P. Tergesen Store, where he remained until the Gimli Medical Centre was opened in 1952.
Dr. Ingimundson married Mickey Peterson of Gimli, who had
worked as a telephone operator at the old Telephone exchange adjoin..
ing the Hannes Kristjanson Ice Cream Parlour, for 14 years.
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Dr. and Mrs. A. B. Ingimundson on their 25th Wedding. Anniversary.

Dr. Ingimundson has been an actIve citizen of this community, a
leader in all varieties of projects. For years he coached hockey teams.
He was one of a small group of men who began curling at Winnipeg
Beach and later organized the Gimli Curling Club, which built its first
two-sheet rink south of the Como Hotel. Dr. Ingimundson was first
president of the Gimli Curling club, in 1939. Mrs. Ingimundson also
curled at Winnipeg Beach and Gimli.
"Doc Ingi" or "Gus", as he is called by his many friends, served as
school trustee for many years, and was chairman of the school board
when the Gimli Collegiate Institute was built. He was a member of the
Town Council for six years, and later on was appointed chairman of the
first official town planning committee. He was a charter member of the
Gimli Chamber of Commerce,and its second president. For years he
served on the parks board. He was a charter member of the Rotary
Club of Gimli.
Mrs. Ingimundson was for many years an active member of the
Women's Institute, and served as treasurer and director. When Dr.
Ingimundson in later years dropped out of community work due to his
health and workload, his wife dropped out ofW.I. too. She was also an
active member of the Dorcas Society of the Gimli Lutheran Church, of
which both she and her husband are faithful attendants.
The Ingimundsons have one adopted son, Ross, son of a cousin of
Dr. Ingimundson, who works in Winnipeg and is married, with three
children.
Dr. Ingimundson is still practising dentistry in Gimli in 1974, the
only dentist in town, but he tries to limit his work, for he could be busy
every day from morning till night if he chose. He is noted for his gentle
methods and manner, his skill, and his moderate fees. Many summer
residents kept their dental work to be done by him during their summer
holidays, during his peak years. If a patient was in urgent need of treatment Dr. Ingimundson would come down to his office before regular
hours, at 8.30 A.M., to accommodate him.
His contribution to Gimli, both as a dentist and as a citizen. is one
which should never be forgotten.
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JOHNSON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
A well-equipped hospital is one of the most desirable assets in the
life of any community. Since 1939, Gimli has been very fortunate in this
respect.
In 1938 the late Bjorn B. Johnson, a Gimli resident, left a
bequest of$1 0,000 to be used to start the building of a hospital in Gimli.
The town councillors and the executors of the estate approached the
Roman Catholic Synod, who agreed to build a hospital under the
management of the Sisters of St. Benedict, using the bequest as a
starting point.
The original 40-bed Johnson Memorial Hospital was officially
opened on Jan. 28, 1939. Owned and operated by the Sisters of St.
Benedict, on land donated by the town, its original cost was $75,000.00.
It was a three-storey building with offices, chapel, and operating and xray rooms on the first floors, general wards on the second, maternity
wards on the third, and kitchen, dining room, and laundry in the
basement. It was in great part due to the efforts of the late Archbishop
A. A. Sinnott that it was built, and he was present at its dedication. In
the same block of land, St. Michael's R.C. Church was built, its first
purpose being a place to worship for the Sisters.

Picture /rolll Logberg re opening o/jirst Johnson Memorial Hospital.
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Johnson Memorial Hospital. old and new ones.

Two general practitioners came to practise in Gimli when the new
hospital was built - Dr. K. I. Johnson, who set up his office on Centre
St., and subsequently built a large home there; and Dr. F. E. Scribner,
who had been in practice with his father Dr. C. E. Scribner at Winnipeg
Beach. He moved to Gimli and bought a large home formerly occupied
by E. S. J onasson, which he still occupies in 1974, and is still in practice
here.
Dr. K. 1. Johnson left Gimli in 1950 to go to Pine Falls, and was
replaced by Dr. George Johnson. When the latter entered politics in
1958, Dr. Jonas Johnson took his place, and still practices in Gimli.
Other doctors who have served in the hospital, who will be reported on
in more detail under Doctors, include Dr. W. A. Rozecki, Dr. Th.
Tyzek, Dr. Charles R. Scribner, who entered into partnership with his
brother in 1951; Dr. R. A. Patel, Dr. Patel, Dr. M. J. Richards, and Dr.
P. K. Lindsay.
After 25 years, the old hospital was in need of updating, which the
Sisters of St. Benedict could not afford to do, so a Hospital District
Board was set up to explore the possibility of building a new hospital to
serve five municipalities or parts thereof. The Gimli Hospital District
No. 39 was set up Feb. 7, 1970, the referendum held in 1969 having been
favourable in every area included, with a 92% majority. Sod-turning
ceremonies for the new hospital were held April 14, 1970. The old
hospital and grounds were purchased from the Benedictine Sisters for
$100,000.00. A new one-storey with a total of 45 rated beds; operating
room, obstetrical facilities, paediatric and nursery facilities, laboratory
and X-ray facilities, emergency - outpatient facilities, was built south
of the old hospital. The contract for the new hospital was $948,400.00.
Architects' fees, $57,900.00, furnishings and equipment, $178,000.00,
capital contingencies, $80,700.00, were among the costs, which with the
renovation of the old hospital totalled $1,365,000.00, of which the
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District Board had to borrow $1,mS5,000.00, recelVlng federal-provincial hospital construction grants of $280,000.00.
I ncluded in the Hospital District are: the Town of Gimli; Village of
Riverton; Rural Municipality of Gimli; Town of Winnipeg Beach;
Village of Dunottar; part of the R.M. of St. Andrews; part of the R.M.
of Bifrost; part of the Local Government District of Fisher, and part of
the L.G.D. of Armstrong.
The District Board also built a medical clinic at Riverton, which
contains facilities for public health, doctors, and dentists. Reeve Adam
Franz of the R.M. of Gimli was chairman of the Board from its
inception in 1965 until 1971, when B. Valdi Arnason, a citizen member
for the Town of Gimli since the beginning, became chairman.
The orficial opening of the new hospital took place May 13, 1972,
although the building had been in active use for a year prior to that
time. The first 15 patients were moved in on April 1, 1971, and included
among them Mrs. Mary Sawer, a member of the board. A large group
of dignitaries and citizens attended the ceremony at the Gimli
Memorial Arena before proceeding to the hospital for the ribboncutting and tours. The Gimli District Band played the national anthem.
Speakers included board chairman B. V. Arnason, Mayor Violet
Einarson, Dr. Frank E. Scribner, who reminisced about the old
hospital; Sister Justina, a former matron; D. H. Crofford, chairman of
the Manitoba Health Services Commission; John C. Gottfried, M.L.A.
for Gimli, who reviewed the history of the hospital; D. C. Rowland,
M.P. for Selkirk, H. E. Heaton, assistant executive director of the
Manitoba Hospital Association; and Jack Ross, of the Number Ten
Architectural Group. Dr. George Johnson, former Gimli doctor and
former Minister of Health and of Education for Manitoba, was the
special guest speaker. Gimli clergy also took part in the ceremony. The
ribbon was cut by D. H. Crofford. A gold key passed from D. G.
Malcom, vice-president of the contracting firm of Malcom
Construction, to Jack Ross, architect, and in turn to B. V. Arnason.
A few Benedictine Sisters served at the hospital for a time,
including director of nursing Sister Maurus and Dietitian Sister
Jerome. They have since left the hospital. Clara Stevens is Director of
Nursing. The first hospital administrator was Jack Huckstep, who
supervised the difficult task of organization. He was succeeded by Peter
Elias, the present administrator.
fhe hospital has an up-to-date heart machine and defibrillator,
purchased through a community drive spearheaded by the Gimli
Hospital Auxiliary, and supported by all other local groups.
The old hospital was completely renovated, and offices made on
the first floor for the Public Health Unit. Also occupying first floor
offices are Dr. Patel and Dr. M. J. Richards, while Dr. P. K. Lindsay
has offices on the second floor. The rest of the building is used for
storage.
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DR. K. l. JOHNSON
Dr. Kjartan I. Johnson was the son of Einar Johnson from Skeid in
Svarfadardalur, Iceland, and his wife Oddfridur Thuridur Thordardottir from Anabrekka, Myrasysla, Iceland, sister of Bergthor Thordarson, an early mayor of Gimli. (see his story). They lived on Hecla Island
and later at Lundar, Man. Their children were: Stefan, a travelling
salesman, Bergthor Emil, a teacher and later merchant and real estate
dealer, Lilja, a teacher, and Dr. Kjartan I. Johnson.
Oddfridur Johnson was a noted pioneer woman, one of those who
despite family cares went out to nurse the sick in a period when no
trained medical care was available, and also active in community affairs. Her son Bergthor Emil wrote short stories and poetry that
appeared in various publications. He married Kristin (Teenie) Byron,
well known for her active work in the Icelandic Unitarian Church and
in the Icelandic National League. Their daughter Lilja is married to
John J. Arnason. (see W. J. Arnason story).
Dr. Kjartan graduated from the Manitoba Medical School in
1937, practised in Brandon and The Pas the two foIlowing years, and
then set up a general practice in Gimli on Dec. 19, 1939, remaining here
until April, 1950, w.hen he and his family moved to Pine Falls, where he
was in general practice until July, 1964, when he moved to his farm near
Gladstone, "Gottlif Farm" (Good Life), and entered the provincial civil
service as Medical Director of the Neepawa Health Unit. When the
Department of Health and Social Development regionalized in 1972, he
was transferred to the Central Region as Medical Officer of Health at
Portage la Prairie, Man.
Dr. Kjartan Johnson married Dorothy Morton, R.N. of
Gladstone, Man. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Morton (her father
was a provincial cabinet minister and her brother, W. L. Morton, a
professor and historian).
Dr. and Mrs. Johnson have three children: Margaret Lilja, Linda
Dorothy, and Stefan William. Margaret received her B.A. at the
University of Manitoba, her REd. at St. Mary'S CoIlege, Halifax. She
married Brian Noonan a lawyer, they have four daughters, and live in
Brooks, Alta.
Linda received her B.A. at the University of Manitoba, and her
R.N. at Vancouver General Hospital. She married James McEwen,
Business Administrator with Federal Industries, they have a son and
daughter, and live in Winnipeg. Stefan William received his B.A. and
CA. from the University of Manitoba and is with the Chartered Accountant firm of Coopers and Lybrand, Winnipeg. He married Margie
Fraser of Neepawa and they have two sons.
While in Gimli Dr. K. I. Johnson was chairman of the school
board for eight years, a member of the Chamber of Commerce,
Secretary-Treasurer of the rink committee during the building of the
rink, Charter President of the Kinsmen Club, Charter President of the
Icelandic National League, active in the Curling Club, a member of the
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Icelandic Celebration Committee, and President of the
Library Association.
Dorothy Johnson was an active member of the Gimli
Institute.
In supplying information as to his activities in Gimli,
Johnson concludes, "These are some of the highlights of our
in Gimli."

Icelandic
Women's
Dr. K. I.
happy life

Dr. Ceo. Johnson. Dr. K. I. Johnson and Dr. F. E. Scribner.

DR. FRANK E. SCRIBNER
Dr. Frank E. Scribner, descendant of United Empire Loyalist
stock, comes of a family of doctors, being the third generation to follow
the profession. He and his father, Dr. C. E. Scribner, settled at
Winnipeg Beach in the 1930s, serving a wide area. Dr. Frank Scribner
moved to Gimli with the opening of the Johnson Memorial Hospital in
1939, buying the former home of Einar S. Jonasson, where he and his
wife Margaret still reside in 1974. He grew up in Saskatchewan, and
received most of his education there.
Active and energetic, he is a man of numerous talents, being an
accomplished musician and artist. A beautiful electric organ, and many
of his paintings, in his home, testify to his pursuit of these avocations,
despite his extrememly busy medical career. From a Ukrainian teacher,
Greg Marko, he learned to do beautiful Ukrainian cross-stitch
embroidery. He is an avid photographer, with a film library containing
thousands of movies and slides taken on various trips throughout the
world, which he is always willing to share with groups in town when
asked to do so.
Dr. Frank Scribner was the first president of the Gimli Chamber of
Commerce when it was organized in 1944, and he has served on the
town council. His chief community interest has been the Lutheran
Church directly across the road from his home. He has been a member
of the church council for many years, and was its president for over 15
years. He was chairman of the building committee for the present
church, and spent many hours working on the stained glass windows,
from the old church, which he modernized for the new one. His wife
Margaret has been an equally devoted member, a long-time member of
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the Ladies' Aid and Women's Association, and a Sunday School and
Vacation Church School teacher. She belonged to the Gimli Women's
Institute for some years.
Dr. and Mrs. Scribner have three children: Franklin, who
graduated from the University of British Columbia, and resides in
Vancouver with his wife Donna, and their son and daughter; Elaine,
who became a school teacher in Winnipeg, later marrying Johann
Sigurdson from Iceland, who operates several beauty salons in
Winnipeg; they have a son and a daughter; and Edward, who with his
wife Mamie lives in Winnipeg.
During their later years, Dr. and Mrs. Scribner have travelled
widely, being keenly interested in seeing as much as they can of the
world. They have made several trips to Iceland and Europe, and in the
winter of 1973, took a trip around the world with their son and
daughter-in-law, Edward and Mamie for three months. During the first
leg of the trip Dr. Scribner had the misfortune to break his ankle when
knocked over by a huge breaker on the Island of Fiji, which laid him up
for a week or so. It is typical of his nature that he set the broken ankle
himself, and insisted on going on, by means of wheelchair or crutches,
to visit the grave of Robert Louis Stevenson in Samoa, and from there
to New Zealand and Australia, where a month spent travelling by
caravan with friends completed the mending of the break before the
foursome departed to visit Asia, Africa, parts of Europe, and London,
before returning home.
Dr. Frank has been a hard-working, dedicated general practitioner
in Gimli for many years, always willing to make house calls at any
hour, and available at his home when office hours are over. He
confessed a few years ago that he much preferred his work in the
operating room to the office calls. Many can testify to his skill in setting
bones. He served as coroner for many years. He runs, seldom walks,
wherever he goes, has his stethoscope hanging from his pocket at all
times, is thin to the point of emaciation but apparently always full of
energy; has little patience with those who bring illness and injury on
themselves through excessive drinking. When he passed his 65th
birthday in early 1973, he was happy and proud to receive his first old
age pension cheque. He attended the first organization meeting of the
New Horizons group for senior citizens, Valentine Day, 1974, showed
half of his slides of his trip around the world, and accepted the position
of vice-president of the group. He hopes to slow down in his practice,
but seems to have little opportunity to do so except when he makes his
long vacation trips to many interesting places.

DR. CHARLES RUSSELL SCRIBNER
Dr. Charles Russell Scribner was born in Winnipeg, and lived
during his youth in Fillmore, Saskatchewan, where he received his
formal education. He took his Pre-Med at the University of Manitoba.
He married Marguerite Fern Jackett, in 1939. She was born in Maple
Creek, Sask., graduated from the Saskatoon City Hospital training
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TIi~ family of Dr. elias. Scribner. Back
R()\r: Mark, Donalda, Frances, ehar/~s,
Margll~ri(~. Fron( roll': Jacqueline, Mrs.
ScribnCf, Dr. Scribner and Ka(h/~~n.

school as a registered nurse, and practised her profession in
Saskatchewan and Manitoba before her marriage,
Dr. Charles practised in Saskatchewan and Teulon, Manitoba, and
moved to Gimli in 1953, when he went into partnership with his brother
Frank in the new Gimli Medical Centre which was also shared by Dr,
George Johnson and Dr. A. B. Ingimundson, dentist. Dr. Charles has
practised in Gimli 21 years and is still in active practise.
Dr. Scribner brought complete X-ray equipment with him to
Gimli, and also fitted patients with glasses before Gimli had an
optometrist.
Dr. Charles Scribner is actively interested in politics as a member
of the Liberal party, of which he has been local poll captain, and district
president. He was on the church council, of the Gimli Lutheran Church
for many years, serving as treasurer for 15 years. He was president of
the Gimli Chamber of Commerce in 1954, and was on the Gimli school
board for a number of years, during part of which he was chairman.
Mrs. Scribner has been active in the community when time
permitted. She was instrumental in re-organizing Girl Guides in Gimli
soon after she arrived here, and was district commissioner of Guides for
many years. She belonged to the Gimli Women's Institute for some
years, and was its secretary and vice-president. She has taken interest in
many other community projects, but her main interest has been her
children and her grandchildren, to whom she has devoted most of her
time. The Scribner home has been a warm and hospitable one to which
the family always brought their friends freely. She has also been called
to the local hospital professionally at times, and as nurse at the Betel
Home.
Dr. and Mrs. Scribner have six children. Marguerite Frances was
born at Cabri, Sask., andeducated at Teulon, Gimli, and the University
of Winnipeg. Upon graduation she taught French in high school. She
married Robert Sveinson of Gimli, and they have two sons, Robert and
Jody.

268

Marie Rae was born in Antler, Sask. and was educated in Teulon,
Gimli, the University of Winnipeg and the Manitoba Law School. She
married Richard Ellison, an air force pilot who is now a commercial
pilot, and they live at Morgan Hill, California, with two daughters,
Mercedes and Kirston.
Frances Lillian was born at Teulon, educated at Teulon, Gimli,
and the University of Winnipeg. She married Walter Einarson of
Gimli, who is employed as manager of Gimli Auto-Body. They live in
Gimli and have a son, Russell. Frances acts as receptionist for her
father and uncle.
Donalda Anne was born at Teulon, attended school in Gimli, and
married Barney Stevens of Gimli, who is now an Edmonton city
policeman. She trained as an L.P.N. (Licensed Practical Nurse)
following her marriage. They have a daughter Hollie and a son James.
Charles Franklin, the only son, was born at Teulon, attended
school in Gimli and Winnipeg, and the University of Manitoba. He is
now taking post-graduate studies at Queens University.
Jacqueline Rose was born at Gimli, where she attended school. She
is married to Marc Simard, a member of the armed forces, and they
have a daughter Roslyn and a son Martin. They are presently stationed
in Quebec.
Kathleen Mae, the youngest daughter, was born at Gimli, where
she is attending the Gimli Composite High School.
Dr. Charles, like his brother Dr. Frank, is a medical practitioner of
the old school, always ready to make house calls. A former patient of
Dr. Charles at Teulon recalls the days when he charged one dollar for
office calls and two dollars for house calls. One day she phoned for an
appointment, and said she would like to come to the office but her
husband was not home to drive her. Dr. Charles went over and picked
her up, she had her office call, and a cup of coffee before she left his
home, where his office was located, and then he drove her home again.
The charge - one dollar for an office call.
Dr. Charles and Dr. Frank are the third generation of doctors in
the family in which the line is now broken, for neither Dr. Charles' one
son, nor Dr. Frank's two, have entered the medical profession.

DR. GEORGE JOHNSON
Ever since 1939, Gimli has had its "Dr. Johnson". Three doctors
by this name have given their services to the community. Dr. George
Johnson was the second of these men, and the one who achieved most
fame beyond Gimli. He came to this community in 1950, fresh from
medical training which had been interrupted by service in the Navy
during World War I I. He followed Dr. K. I. Johnson, who had come to
serve at Gimli when the first hospital was built, and left to become a
company doctor at Pine Falls.
With George, as everyone soon called him, came his beautiful wife
Doris, formerly Blondal, and their three children, Janis, Jennifer, and
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Danny. They settled down in the spacious two-storey home built by his
predecessor, right on Centre Street, and quickly became a vital part of
the life of Gimli.
George, with a soft and understanding heart for all his patients,
soon was engulfed in a practice which occupied him night and day.
However, he still found time to become an active member of the
Kinsmen Club, the Chamber of Commerce, of which he was at one time
president, the Council of the Gimli Lutheran Church, and the Gimli
Branch of the Canadian Legion. He was elected to the Board of the
Betel Home for the Aged, and it was his interest in the welfare of elderly
people which eventually took him into politics and away from his
successful practice in Gimli.
Meanwhile Doris, daughter of Dr. August Blondal, who designed
the pioneer cairn at Gimli, was equally involved in the community. She
was active in the Women's Institute, the Kinettes, and the Dorcas
Society of the Lutheran Church. She continued to take part in the
community even though her family grew to five children with the birth
of Jon and Jo-Ann.
Dr. Johnson is a man who loves people, and his empathy with his
patients endeared him to almost everyone. His desire to co-operate with
other doctors led to the building of the Medical Centre on Third
Avenue across from the elementary school with offices for him, for Dr.
F. E. Scribner and Dr. C. R. Scribner, and dentist Dr. A. B.
Ingimundson. This building was an important step forward in Gimli's
medical history. It meant better facilities and a waiting room for the
doctors and dentist, in addition to having receptionists who made
appointments, kept records and assisted the dentist. Mrs. Margaret
Sigmundson, a registered nurse with a pleasant personality, was the sole
receptionist at first, but later on the Drs. Scribner hired a second
receptionist to look after their patients.
While Dr. George Johnson was president of the Gimli Chamber of
Commerce, an important resolution was passed, seeking government

Dr. C. R. Scrihner. Dr. F. E. Scribner. Mrs. Margare{ Sigllll/Ildsoll. Dr. A. B.
Illgillllllldson. Dr. George johnson.
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assistance to small towns wishing to install waterworks. It was in great
part due to his leadership that this eventually came to pass, resulting in
Gimli obtaining modern sewer and water service.
George had been born in Winnipeg, the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. G.
Johnson. In his youth he had been very active in sports, chiefly in
lacrosse and hockey. He trained as a Naval officer and was in the Navy
from August, 1941, to October, 1945. He and Doris were married in
Halifax Dec. 31, 1943. He interned at Winnipeg General Hospital
following the War.
George was happy in his medical practice, and had he not had
many ideas about what should be done for his beloved Betel Home and
others like it, he might have turned down the offer to enter politics.
However, it included a promise that, if elected, he would be made
Minister of Health, and he saw an opportunity to work in a larger field.
While many of his patients were reluctant to see him leave, they overwhelmingly elected him to office.
As Minister of Health and Welfare in the Roblin government,
George Johnson worked even harder than he had in his busy medical
practice. His task was to guide through the Legislature and get
established the important new Medicare plan and other big issues. It is
significant that not even the editorial page of the Liberal Free Press
could find anything to criticize him for, and many an article on that
page gave him lavish praise. He was not a dedicated party man, and
said that he had no particular leanings either way, but it was John
Diefenbaker who first drew him to the Conservative bench. His father,
a famous lacrosse player nicknamed "Moose" Johnson, had been a
great Liberal; and the man George defeated, Dr. S. O. Thompson, was
a Liberal whom he greatly admired, and a good friend of long standing.
An editorial in the Free Press March 24, 1961, said, that Dr. Johnson
approached his job with "the zeal of a missionary and the energy of an
athlete". The article states further: "Dr. Johnson's problem is that he is
not a politician in the generally accepted sense. He seems to have a total
inability to accept the partisan singleness of view many cabinet
ministers immediately adopt. It is the safest sort of speculation that he
is frustrated because he churns with ideas, sees need everywhere, (both
he has often demonstrated) and because he hasn't got the money to do
what he thinks needs to be done."
When it was clear that the Department of Health had
accomplished the large changes needed, Premier Roblin and his
cabinet moved Dr. George Johnson to the portfolio of the Minister of
Education. George concealed very little his dislike for the change - he
knew the needs of the Department of Health - this was his chosen
field. However, as one of the most popular and hard working ministers
of this cabinet, he was now given a big job to do in Education, where
further great changes were taking place with the introduction of the
larger school divisions. Once the Department of Education was on an
even keel again, and the divisionary system operating, he was given
back his portfolio of health, for the final years of the Roblin ministry.
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When Walter Weir was elected to succeed Duff Roblin as
Progressive Conservative leader and Premier, Dr. Johnson decided to
retire from politics.
He quietly went back to internship at Winnipeg General Hospital,
to bring his medical training up to date after his years as a legislator,
and then he set up an office in the Medical Arts Building. It was not
long before he was as busy as he had ever been with patients, many of
them former Gimli patients happy to return to him.
The Johnson children:
I. Janis Gudrun graduated from the University of Manitoba with a
degree in political science; was employed by the National P.c. party in
Ottawa; now married to Frank Moores, Premier of Newfoundland.
2. Jennifer Ann, graduated from the University of Manitoba with a
B.A. in psychology. Travelled widely in Africa and other parts of the
world while serving on the CUSO program (Canadian University
Students Overseas). Now married to Australian Donald McMurray,
and living in Winnipeg.
3. Daniel George, graduated from the University of North Dakota
with a degree in physical education. Now teaching physical education to
retarded children in the St. Amant Ward in St. Vital, Manitoba.
4. Jon Blondal, played all-star Hockey, and football. Studied
political science in a B.A. honours course at Carleton University,
Ottawa; now working as research assistant for Sydney Spivak, leader of
the Conservative Party, and continuing his education at the University
of Manitoba.
5. Jo Ann Margaret, (Toadie), now in the University of Manitoba,
was a champion speed skater, now coaching. She won a silver tray in
the Manitoba Junior Olympics trials.
6. Gillian Kristin, in elementary school, is an outstanding speed
skater, and has won the Manitoba, Canadian, and International
Awards at the Pee Wee and Bantam levels and has established several
provincial and national records.

DR. JONAS JOHNSON
Dr. Jonas Johnson, the third doctor of that name to serve Gimli,
was the second son of Bjorn G. Johnson, and his wife Gudlaug (Lauga)
Jonasson, of Vogar, Man. Bjorn had come to the Lake Manitoba community of Vogar, Man. around 1906, with his parents, from Husey in
eastern Iceland. He married Lauga, who was born and raised at Vogar,
and they spent the early years of their married life in that district. For a
four year period during the depression they lived on the Dog Creek I ndian Reserve, where Bjorn was a farm instructor, but they moved into
Eriksdale when their sons were ready for school. They had six sons,
Stanley Bjorn, Jonas Gudmundur Leonard, Jon Leslie, Kristjan
Conrad, Marvin Octavius, and Gudjon Ray. For a time Mr. Johnson
was in partnership in an automobile business, then later they returned
to the farm at Vogar. After their new home and barn, and their land,
were damaged by flooding, they sold out and moved to the west coast.
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Dr. W. H. Rozecki and Dr. Jonas Johnsol1.

Meanwhile, Jonas, who had expressed, in an essay, his desire to
become a doctor, to serve mankind and also earn a comfortable living,
had completed his grade ten and eleven through correspondence
courses, and then went on to take grade 12 at Wesley College. Through
working in his summer holidays, and through the assistance and encouragement of friends, such as Dr. Paulson of Eriksdale and Lundar,
he managed to enroll at the University of Manitoba, after working for
two years to raise some money for his education. He completed his
medical training and graduated with his M.D. in 1948. He is also a
licensed surgeon.
He first practised at Vita, Man. and then, following his marriage
to Elizabeth Peters, R.N., at Rossburn, and Angusville, Man. He came
to Gimli in 1958, when Dr. George Johnson left to enter politics. Dr.
Jonas took over Dr. George's office in the Medical Centre, and rented
his home on Centre Street. He and his wife had adopted a daughter,
Judy, who completed her education at Gimli. Judy married Richard
IsfeJd of Sandy Hook. They later moved to Transcona, Man., and have
two sons, Neil (Skipper) and Grant.
Elizabeth passed away in 1967, and Dr. Johnson's mother, Lauga,
came to keep house for him. A friendly, kindly woman, she became active in the community, joining the Women's Institute, and attending the
Lutheran Church and Icelandic National League.
Three years later, Dr. Jonas Johnson married Stella Sachney of
Brandon. Stella had two sons by her first marriage, Brian, who stayed
in Brandon, and Randy, who completed school at Gimli and now works
at Saunders Aircraft.
Meanwhile, Dr. Johnson had earlier moved his office to the new
Medical Arts Building on Centre Street, and had built his own home on
First A venue.
It was his great joy when he and Stella became the parents of a son,
Bjorn.
Dr. Jonas Johnson has taken an active part in the community. He
is a member of St. Michael's R.C. Church, and was president of the
church council during the building programme for the present church.
He is a past president of the Gimli Chamber of Commerce, a charter
member and past president of the Rotary Club. His wife Stella is president of the Gimli Hospital Auxiliary.
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DR. THEODORE TYZEK
Dr. Theodore Tyzek graduated from the University of Lwow,
Poland, and practised as assistant in surgery at Leipzig, Germany, until
1941, when he went to Hamburg, Germany, where he was on the
teaching staff in surgery until 1948, when he came to Canada.
He worked for eleven months in the laboratory at Western
Hospital, Toronto, and then in Dr. Lockwood's private clinic for a year.
The following year he interned at Kitchener-Waterloo Hospital in
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan.
He worked for six months as junior. officer at the Hospital for
Mental Diseases, Selkirk, after which he passed his examination to
practise in Manitoba. He set up an office in Winnipeg in 1955 which he
still maintains. He has operating privileges at Victoria and Children's
Hospital. He came to Gimli in 1966 and had his office in the Gimli
Medical Arts Building. Now semi-retired, he resides at Camp Morton.

Bill Trynacity Sanitary Inspector.

Gim!i Medical Centre.
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MEDICAL CLINICS AND DOCTORS
Aspen-Keays Medical Clinic, (Dr. P. K. Lindsay)
Gimli Medical Arts (Dr. Jonas Johnson)
Gimli Medical Centre - Dr. F. E. Scribner, Dr. C. R. Scribner, Dr. A.
B. Ingimundson, Dentist; Dr. D. R. Oakley, Optometrist; Dr. E. R.
Jorundson, Dr. R. C. Patel, Dr. S. V. Patel
Johnson Memorial Hospital
EVERGREEN UNIT, CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY
Seeking to involve the entire community in working for the cause
of cancer treatment, and research, which they had supported for many
years, the Gimli Women's Institute organized a public meeting October
2, 1959, to try to form a local unit of the Canadian Cancer Society.
Mayor Barney Egilson acted as chairman, and Dr. George Johnson was
guest speaker. The meeting voted in favour of the new organization,
and elected the following officers: president, J. S. E. (Mickey)
Beauchemin; vice-president, Joseph Gendur; secretary-treasurer, Mrs.
Ethel Howard; education chairman, Alex Nickey; welfare chairman,
Ralph Bryson; campaign chairman, Barney Egilson; directors, Mrs.
Lara Tergesen, Mrs. Margret Stevens, Mrs. Violet Einarson, Dr. F. E.
Scribner.
The committee met with R. H. C. Hooper, executive secretary,
Ray Keachie, director, and Hilda Oram, education chairman, of the
Manitoba Division of the Cancer Society, who informed them of the
objectives of the Society.
By the second meeting in March, 1960, Mr. Nickey had already
shown educational films to the Kinsmen Club, Lutheran Church
groups, Women's Institute, Goulding Home and School Association,
Kinettes, and the Credit Union. This pattern of service in his capacity
of education chairman was continued annually by Mr. Nickey until
1973, and he tn.. :elled as far away as Arborg, Riverton, Winnipeg
Beach, and Fisher Branch to show films. He also showed films at
schools in the area.
The 1960 objective of the annual campaign was set at $800.00, and
women's groups divided the streets in town during May, while other
groups canvassed rural areas. Notable among the canvassers was Mrs.
Anne Evans of South Beach, who canvassed that widespread area for
many years, until her own death from cancer in 1972. The first campaign did not meet its objective, realizing $536.00.
In the second year the name was changed to Evergreen Unit, to include Riverton, Arborg, and the rural areas between.
In 1961, Joe Gendur became campaign chairman, continuing in
this capacity until the Evergreen Unit became an agency of the Gimli
and District United Way in October, 1972. The·1961 returns were
$731.90.
At the 1961 annual meeting, Don Olson was elected secretarytreasurer, J. L. Taylor welfare chairman, and Pat Snider became a
director.
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In 1962 donations rose to $1022.45, with Joe Gendur and Pat
Snider working together to spearhead the campaign.
In 1962 Don Olson became president, Pat Snider secretarytreasurer, and new directors included Mrs. Oli Anderson, of Riverton,
Mrs. Alma Sigurdson, Mrs. K. Olafson, and Mrs. A. Eyolfson. Mayor
Violet Einarson and Past President Mickey Beauchemin were made
honorary members.
In 1963 Mayor Violet Einarson was elected president, Ed
Thorsteinson vice-president, and Mrs. Mildred Washburn secretarytreasurer. 1963 receipts were $1003.10.
New directors included Dr. C. R. Scribner, Dr. W. A. Rozecki,
Mrs. R. Bjornson, Fraserwood, and Mrs. M. Koch, Berlo.
Campaign chairman Joe Gendur in 1963 reported that he made
contacts '1t Fraserwood, Arborg, Fisher Branch, Chatfield, Moosehorn,
Ashern, a;lL. Hodgson, for donations to the campaign. Winnipeg Beach
Legion agreed to canvass their area, and the Minerva 4-H Club canvassed the R.C.A.F. Station married quarters.
In June, 1964, J. L. Taylor was elected president, Pastor R.
Magnusson, Riverton, vice-president, Pat Snider, secretary-treasurer.
Mrs. Gwen Geirholm became welfare chairman. Additions to the board
included Eddie Johnson, Mrs. Sylvia Sigurdson, Riverton, and Mrs.
Adeline Gendur, social convenor for meetings.
Campaign results dropped in 1964 and 1965, due to failure to get
canvassers for Riverton. In 1966, several Riverton people attended the
annual meeting, and Mrs. Loewen of Riverton was elected secretarytreasurer, with Rev. Wright being asked to be co-chairman. Directors
included Mrs. R. Kristjanson, Robert Prise, Mrs. Wright, Mrs.
Romaniuk, and Pat Duguid. Eddie Johnson was named vice-president
in 1967.
The 1967 campaign yielded $792.75, but was augmented later by
donations from the R.C.A.F. Station Fair Share Plan.

Alec Nickey. Education Chairman.

Adeline Gendur, Secretar),- Treasurer
and Joe Gendur. Campaign Chairman.

276

Mrs. Adeline Gendur replaced Mrs. Loewen as secretarytreasurer. In 1969, the unit was informed by guest speaker, W. B.
Parrish, President of the Manitoba Division, that it had exceeded its
objective of $800 by $180.77.
New directors in 1969 included Mrs. McCloy and Mrs. Shannon
of Sandy Hook, Mrs. Anne Evans, Mrs. Lucy Marks, Camp Morton.
Mrs. Dorothy Gustaw, Riverton, and Mrs. Dudrack, Fraserwood.
In 1970 the Unit collected $1252.02.
In 197.1, the campaign yielded $891.00.
In 1972, the Evergreen Unit no longer had to spearhead a campaign, since it became one of the member agencies of the Gimli and
District United Way. The president, J. L. Taylor, was transferred to
Winnipeg, but the books remain in the hands of Mrs. Adeline Gendur,
and those who are left of the small executive continue to support the
cause of cancer research, education, and treatment.

THE GIMLI HOSPITAL AUXILIARY
When a district hospital board was formed in the Gimli area, there
followed a movement to form a Gimli Hospital Auxiliary, spearheaded
by several new residents of the community, some of whom had been involved with such work elsewhere. The first meeting was held on Sept.
16, 1968, with 13 interested ladies present. They elected the following
executive: president, Mrs. John Chalaturrtyk; first vice-president, Mrs.
N. M. Greenberg; second vice-president, Mrs. Jack Huckstep,
secretary, Mrs. Douglas Pashleigh; treasurer, Mrs. M. LeDrew.
Membership has grown to 33 active members and 106 supporting
members. Succeeding presidents have been Mrs. Jack Huckstep, Mrs.
L. B. Waller, and Mrs. Jonas Johnson.
Projects carried out by the Gimli Hospital Auxiliary include:
(1) A shopping cart service in the hospital, whereby patients are able to
purchase candies, toiletries, and many other needs from a mobile cart
brought to the wards twice a week by Auxiliary members.
(2) Members of the Auxiliary assisted in the move from the old hospital
to the new by helping prepare the wards for occupancy.
(3) A drive was spearheaded for funds to purchase a heart machine and
writer at a cost of $3,963.75.
(4) Funds were supplied for the purchase of electric head gatches, and
two youth beds, at a cost of $809.00, plus other pediatric equipment, including a playpen, jolly jumper, and high chairs.
In June, 1972, two $50.00 awards were presented to students entering the nursing field.
The Auxiliary is also in charge of crutch rentals and the drink
machine at the hospital. A gift is given each year to the first baby born
in the hospital.
During the summer months, since 1972, the Auxiliary is assisted by
ten youth volunteers taking the shopping cart.
The Gimli Auxiliary also receives support both in volunteer work
and financial, from the Winnipeg Beach Auxiliary members.
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The Gimli Hospital Auxiliary raises (unds through the holding of
bake sales, bazaars, whist drives, and other projects throughout the
year. They meet at the hospital on the first Monday of the month during ten months of the year. They conduct an annual drive for
memberships and supporting memberships by a house-to-house canvass.
They are members of the provincial Hospital Auxiliary and take
part in provincial and district conferences.

Gimli Hospi{al Auxiliary Thermoml'{cr. US I'd in connec{ion lI'i{h {he
drive for jilllds {o purchase a hear{
machine.

Mrs. 1. K. Hucks{ep, Presidl'n{ of {he Gimli Auxiliary, presel1fing {!"Ophies
{() {he ./irs{ babies bO/"ll in {he new Johnson Memorial Hospiral. They were {wins,
Kevin and Karen Warcimaga, oj" Winnipeg Beach, bO/"ll April 14{h, 1971.
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INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS

THE PARRISH AND HEIMBECKER ELEVATOR
Gimli's first and only grain elevator was built in 1937 by Parrish
and Heimbecker Ltd., who used material from an elevator torn down at
Ashern. The company had established itself earlier at Ashern and
Moosehorn, and in 1937 felt that the grain business in the Interlake was
developing.
W. L. Parrish, president of the company, and Norman
Heimbecker, vice-president, had been in the grain business for many
years. Mr. Parrish had been in business at Uxbridge, Ont. and came to
Brandon, Man. to open an elevator around the turn of the century.
Tom Andrews was the first superintendent of the Gimli elevator;
and Bryant Russell (Mac) McGibbon was the first manager at Gimli.
When he retired in 1956 Joseph S. Gendur became manager, coming
from the elevator at Yorkton, Sask. He continued in this position until
his death in 1973. W. B. Parrish was the second superintendent, followed by Jack Weinmaster, and then Don Metcalf.
Mr. McGibbon passed away in 1965, aged 76.
In 1961 a feed mill was built, and the elevator also developed a fertilizer business.
With the death of Mr. Gendur, and the increasing trend to trucking
to more distant points, Parrish and Heimbecker discon'iinued
operations at Gimli, and in 1974, the elevator is a feed mill and fertilizer
agency, operated by Gordon Busch.
GIMLI CREDIT UNION
The formation of the Gimli Credit Union was proposed by a group
of farmers from the Municipality of Gimli in 1948. It was formed, and
received its charter to operate, in May, 1949.
Thorsteinn Kardal chaired a meeting held at 3.30 P.M. on May 22,
1949 at Camp Morton Hall. The following people were elected to the
board of di rectors: Bjorn Sigurdson, Stefan J. Stefanson, Arthur
Benediktson, Pete Sigurdur, Solvin Holm, Steini Finnson, Emil
Fjeldsted, Inga Einarson, A. J. Nickey. The next meeting was held at
the Minerva Hall.
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Bjorn Sigurdson was elected first president, S. J. Stefan son vicepresident, Inga Einarson secretary, and A. J. Nickey treasurer.
Elected to the credit committee were Alex Johnson, Floyd Frisk,
Helgi Benediktson, Einar B. Einarson, and Helgi Danielson.
Elected to the supervisory committee were Thorsteinn Kardal,
Einar A. Einarson, and Ingi Gudmundson.
It might be noted that Helgi Benediktson has served 25 years on
the credit committee, and A. J. Nickey has served 25 years on the board
of directors. A number of other members have records of long service,
20 years or more, including Bob Evans, who held various positions for
25 years.
Business was conducted in various private dwellings until 1964,
when the Credit Union moved into the Valgardson Building at Centre
and Third A venue, expanding its savings and loan services to include
chequing and other financial services. Over the years it has become
more of an urban rather than rural credit union, due to the expansion of
industry in the area.
In July, 1971, assets reached one million dollars, and by October,
1974, the second million had been reached, and the membership
included 1290 people of various ethnic backgrounds.
The present manager, Rae Valgardson, who started this position in
1957 in her home, receiving $20 a month plus $10 a month for use of her
home, now has two other permanent and two part-time staff members
to assist her. Tom Barker is in his third term as president.
CALVERT OF CANADA PLANT AT GIMLI
At a mid-February press conference in 1967 in Winnipeg, the Hon.
Sidney Spivak, Q.c., Minister of Industry and Commerce for
Manitoba, and Reeve Adam Franz of the Rural Municipality of Gimli,
announced plans of the House of Seagram Ltd. to establish a distillery
and maturing facility near Gimli at a cost in excess of $10 million.
Key factors in the choice of location were an adequate source of
water for cooling and processing purposes (the requirement of the distillery calls for the consumption of 1,500,000 gallons of water daily on a
continuous basis, of a certain quality and temperature), and the approval of the Minister of Industry in Ottawa for the qualification of the
project under the terms of the Area Development Incentives Act.
The R.M. of Gimli ratepayers approved the plans through a bylaw under which the company would pay school and business taxes, and
be responsible for municipal services within the site area in return for a
ten-year tax credit, based on its phased six-year development program.
Plans called for completion of the distillery, with a daily grain consumption of 5,000 bushels, by the fall of 1968, and construction of 24
50,000-barrel maturing warehouses by 1973.
In the period up to the start of operation, it was estimated that over
$4 million would flow into the local company.
The distillery was located on the 154-acre farm formerly owned by
S. J. Stefanson, two miles north of Gimli near the Number 9 Highway.
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Calvert Distillery.

Sod-turning ceremonies were held June 13, 1967, when Charles R.
Bronfman, president of the House of Seagram and of Calverts of
Canada Ltd. turned the sod amid an impressive array of distinguished
guests. He also shared a spade with Manitoba Premier Duff Roblin to
plant a pot containing half a dozen stalks of headed Rosner grain, the
Triticale cross between wheat and rye which was developed at the
University of Manitoba plant-science department, headed by Dean
Leonard Shebeski, with the aid of a grant given by the Bronfman family
in memory of their maternal grandfather, Samuel Rosner. Triticale is
expected to provide a more productive means of feeding the world,
because of its special features and productivity.
The most modern distillery in the world, constructed at a cost of
$18.7 million, was officially opened August 21,1969, by Samuel Bronfman, president of Distillers-Corporation-Seagrams Ltd. It was a proud
homecoming for Samuel Bronfman, head of the largest firm in distilled
spirits in the world, and a native Manitoban. His parents were members
of pioneering Manitoba families. "Mr. Sam", as he was known to his
associates, started in the hotel business at the age of 18, and purchased
a large Winnipeg hotel at the age of 21. He organized Distillers Corporation in 1924, acquired Joseph E. Seagram and Sons Ltd. in 1928,
and today the company has a business empire of 24 operating distilleries and 19 plants producing wines in 15 countries. DistillersCorporation-Seagrams Ltd. is a publicly owned Canadian company,
with more than 19,000 Canadians dominating the roll of approximately
22,000 shareholders.
Bronfman's two sons were his indispensable operating associates.
Edgar guides the destiny of Joseph E. Seagram and Sons Ltd., while
Charles is responsible for the Canadian arm of the corporation, The
House of Seagram. Samuel Bronfman passed away in 1973.
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The new plant at Gimli, operated by Calvert of Canada, Ltd., a
wholly-owned Seagram subsidiary, began producing 6.5 million proof
gallons of whiskey annually of which 75% is exported to the United
States and other world markets. Charles R. Bronfman pointed out that
exports of distilled spirits, almost all of it Canadian whiskey, would
reach about $250 million by 1969, ranking it third among Canada's exports of fully manufactured products.
The plant commenced operation with 75 employees, and this
number has been increased gradually. Annual grain requirements of
rye, corn, and barley began at 1,800,000 bushels on the basis of a sevenday operating week. A premium of 25¢ a bushel was offered to
Manitoba farmers for high quality rye.
Some 35,000,000 pounds of nutritional dried grains and solubles
are produced annually as by-products, which have an unusually high
protein content and are in great demand as animal feed.
A sophisticated treatment plant at a cost of almost $500,000 was
installed to remove all solids from the water before it is pumped, pure,
clean, and potable, into nearby Lake Winnipeg.
The process of distilling is completely automatic. Whole grain is
unloaded and elevated into eight 3000 bushel storage bins in the granary
section of the tower. This is fed automatically, weighed and measured
according to specifications, to a continuous and a batch cooker.
Everything is controlled and checked from the main control room.
Mashing cycles are pre-set, checked and recorded under the close supervision of distillery operators. Fermentation of the cooked mash takes
place in 24 Corten steel fermenters, each capable of holding 34,000
gallons of mash. Yeast is prepared in the special yeast room. The mash
is fed through three stripping columns called "beer stills", and the approved flavourings are put away for barrelling while the balance is redistilled for the production of high quality base whiskies. The final
product is pumped into stainless steel product tanks and latertransferred to be stored in white oak barrels for aging. In 1974, the
capital cost of the plant, including the bottling operation and increased
warehouse capacity, of $24,800,000. The original warehouse capacity of
600,000 barrels has expanded to 800,000.
The distillery now employs 136 people, with an annual payroll in
excess of $1,500,000.

DANFORTH ESTATES WINERY
The third phase of development at the Calvert Distillery complex,
Danforth Estates Winery, opened March 3, 1972. Just previously, a
bottling plant which serves both the distillery and the winery, was built
by the company. The winery is a division of Jordan Wines, of St.
Catharines, Ontario.
At the opening of the winery, three new wines were announced for
introduction into the market by Harold Dabney, vice-president of
marketing. Ginger Cat, Sno-Bird, and Rambling Rose are new lowalcohol content wines described as "popwines". Since then, Gimli Gold,
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Gimli Goose, and Gimli Cold Duck, with the Viking statue on the
labels, have been added, bringing fame to the area.
The winery ferments grape concentrates and packaged dessert
wines, sparkling and crackling products, table wines, and aperitifs in a
variety of bottle sizes. Several of these wines are produced from
Ontario·grown concentrates, while others are blended from concentrates imported from Europe and other wine-growing areas of the
world.
Grape concentrates arrive at the winery in 45-gallon drums, where
they are mixed with water and added to large steel fermentors. Fermentation is controlled by the use of selected yeast cultures.
The automated winery has had Ed Pancoe as manager since its inception.

Gill/Ii Indllstrial Park.

THE GIMU INDUSTRIAL PARK
When the Candian Forces Base at Gimli closed in September,
1971, it left empty a large number of buildings, including five hangars,
barracks blocks, messes, and many other buildings. Even before the
closure, industry had moved into some of the buildings. Saunders Aircraft and Alwest Marine occupied two hangars during the final year the
base was in operation . . . the first two companies to contract for occupancy of the Gimli Industrial Park.
In 1971, the federal government turned the base over to the provincial government for a nominal amount, to administer as an industrial
park, and provided a grant of $1.5 million to cover financing of
alterations and maintenance for the first five years, when it was hoped
that the park would be filled and self-supporting. A committee of
authority was set up to administer the industrial park, with Robert
Gemmel, a provincial civil servant, as resident manager. From the
building designated as the central office, the many operations in the
park are co-ordinated. Maintenance of the plumbing and water system,
with its purification system, the central heating plants and boiler rooms,
street lighting, maintenance, and security, are conducted by employees
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of the Authority. By 1972 there were approximately 39 employees on
the provincial payroll, including the watchmen or security guards who
check the park regularly during the night.
I n late 1972 the provincial authority also took over operation of
the Aspen Restaurant, which was the former Junior Ranks Club. Meals
are catered for various people working in the park, especially the men
at the CN Training School. A catering service is also offered to weddings and other functions, and Aspen Restaurant and its 25 employees
operate on a commercial basis.
By the end of 1972, practically all the available space in the industrial park had been filled with tenants, a goal originally set for the
five-year period. Saunders had expanded to rent two hangars as well as
the headquarters building and other buildings used for training
classrooms. The remaining hangars had been taken by Misawa Homes
and Ontario-Central Airways, the latter also renting several quonset
huts.
The Canadian National Railways established a Diesel Engine
Training School in the modern simulator building, on a five year agreement, and rented the Officers' Mess and quarters to house their
trainees. They are installing the most modern training equipment in
their plant, costing millions of dollars.
A number of smaller businesses and industries occupy smaller
buildings in the industrial park, including the Steffensen Furniture company, Rhinoceros, a business for repairing small engines, Harold's
Decorating, Lake Winnipeg Boat Works, Gimli Autobody, Dawsco
Glassworks, Gooseland Decoy Manufacturing.
For two seasons, the Manitoba Outdoor Education Association
conducted an extensive outdoor environment programme for city
school children who came out by classes for a week at a time, and learned about rural living, under government grant assistance.
A.R.D.A. upgrading classes are conducted during winter seasons
in the former ground training school.
The Gimli Kinsmen Club has operated the former drill hall as a
recreation centre for several years, and in 1974 signed a three year contract to lease the large building with its swimming pool and bowling
alley, for $15,000 a year. They conduct swimming classes the year
round, and the Evergreen School division provides swimming lessons
for all grade six children regularly once a six-day cycle, as well as renting the gymnasium area for physical education classes, and the theatre
for drama. The snack bar in the recreation centre is leased from the
Kinsmen by Gordon Gingrich.
With the signing of the three-year contract, and the commitment
to pay rent of $15,000 per year, the Kinsmen approached other service
clubs as well as the Evergreen School Division and the Town and R.M.
of Gimli for assistance, asking groups to pay for one month's rent if
possible. A recreation director co-ordinates all the activities which take
place in the large building. A swimming instructor is hired on a yearround basis to teach swimming, and two high school physical education
teachers conduct all their classes in the recreation centre.
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A citizens' advisory committee composed of local people appointed to represent the town and R. M. councils, and the Interlake
Development Corporation, meets periodically with the government
authority which manages the park, to provide communication between
local groups and the park. In March, 1974, the former base commander
of C.F.B. Gimli, Col. James Dunlop, retiring from the armed forces as
base commander of C.F.B. Gimli, returned to Gimli as the new resident
manager of the industrial park, since Mr. Gemmel had been transferred
to other duties in December, 1973. The popular and capable retired
colonel, who had fallen in love with Gimli during his term of duty here,
was welcomed back to the community with his wife and youngest son,
and took over his new office with energy and enthusiasm.
Attempts were made to establish a regular bus service between
Gimli, Aspen Park, and the Industrial Park, and an L.I.P. grant was
approved, but the plan failed due to shortage of drivers, and lack of
passengers sufficient to make it a paying proposition. The CN Training
Centre has leased the bus to provide transportation for its students.
The park authority is responsible for the 193 duplex houses in
Aspen Park, the former married quarters to handle the rentals and
maintenance of these homes. They are fully occupied, and park
residents have a Tenants' Association, and a Community Club to
organize recreational activities. The former Goulding School is utilized
by the community, with some of the rooms used for a co-operative
nursery day care centre, a dancing school operated by Tim and Nadine
Bahniuk, judo club, community clubrooms, etc.
The Gimli Industrial Park contains a large amount of accommodation in the form of barracks blocks, which are available to groups
wishing to hold retreats, conventions, etc. This accommodation has
been used by quite a number of groups. In August, 1973, Jean Vanier,
noted humanitarian and son of the former Governor-General, headed a
large retreat, with about 600 persons gathered for a week. The location
is excellent for meetings of this kind, with meals available, and simple
accommodation at a reasonable price.
I n April, 1974, 855 persons evacuated from the Fisher River and
Peguis Indian reserves due to flooding, were air-lifted by armed forces
helicopters to Hodgson, where school buses from the Evergreen Division were waiting to bring them to the Gimli Industrial Park, where
three barracks blocks had been hastily prepared for their use, with beds
and bedding brought out from Winnipeg by the Emergency Measures
Organization. Volunteers from Gimli set up beds, and women helped
the staff of the Aspen Restaurant prepare and serve meals three times a
day to the 750 persons who stayed at the park for several weeks. The old
station hospital was re-activated for elderly and sick refugees, and
babies, with volunteers dispensing formula, baby foods, and diapers for
the 49 babies included in the group.
Later that spring, the residents of St. Benedict's Manor senior
citizens' home, who had to leave their home at Arborg due to the
flooding, were brought to the station hospital and sergeants' mess,
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where they will be housed for at least two years, until a decision is made
to re-build at Arborg.
What the future holds for the Gimli Industrial Park is not quite
certain. Some of the industries are struggling for independence, still unable to function without heavy government support. But hope is strong
in the minds of everyone in Gimli that permanent success will be
assured for the Industrial Park, because it has provided hundreds of
jobs for local young people who otherwise would have had to leave
home to seek work; it has enabled families to stay on when the air base
closed. Many new families have come, from many different places. The
town businessmen have found their business increasing instead of the
decline they had feared from the base closure, and in 1974, the Gimli
economy is better than it ever was. In addition to the year-round industries at the Industrial Park, the Gimli Motorsports Club operates
car racing during the summer, increasing the tourist business. On the
success of the industries in the Gim1i Industrial Park, depends the
permanence of prosperity for Gimli.

Saunders plane ST-27.

SAUNDERS AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
The major company which moved into the Gimli Industrial Park
which was created from the closed armed forces base, is Saunders Aircraft Corporation, a company which was established in Montreal in
1968, when the plan to completely rebuild four-engined De Havilland
Heron aircraft into the ST-27 turbo-prop 24-seater commuter Short
Take-Off and landing aircraft was envisaged and put into being by
David Saunders, who has since left the company.
The company completely tears down the Herons and rebuilds
them, using the frame which has been lengthened, and replacing the
four piston engines with two turbo-prop PT6 Pratt and Whitney engines. It is registered when complete, as a completely new aircraft.
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In 1974 Saunders is changing over to building completely new aircraft, the ST-27 B*, for which they expect to find a more ready market
and licencing.
The company moved into Hangar One the year before the base
closed, and later moved its operations to Hangar 5. It now occupies two
hangars, and other buildings have been moved between them for office
staff. Plans are underway for it to occupy another hangar which was
used by Alwest Marine, which is now closing.
The Saunders programme has been highly controversial in that it is
a new high-risk operation which will take years to become profitbearing. It has been heavily subsidized by the Manitoba Development
Corporation, which now has an 87% interest in the firm. Many people
have had to be trained in sheet metal work, in a programme jointly
financed by the company and Canada Manpower. The company now
employs over 500 persons, providing jobs for many local people, and
requiring housing and services for many who have come from other
areas.
*No\\ ST-2X.

MISA W A HOMES
In 1972 Misawa Greenwood Homes signed a contract to occupy
Hangar Two at the Gimli Industrial Park. The company, a subsidiary
of a Japanese firm, manufactures pre-fabricated homes from panels
which are joined together in adhesive joints. The company operates
about 20 plants in Japan.
The house, as erected in Japan, is almost without nails, yet its
makers have proved that the compound they use to seal the joints actually strengthens the connected parts, and does away with the need for
complicated shapes or devices at the connecting surfaces.
Machinery brought from Japan notches the connecting boards
together, and the panels have an outer plywood covering of 5/16 inch
material, and an interior cover of '14 inch plywood, with fibreglass insulation inside; the electric wiring is built into the panels, which are then
compressed to seal the glue under clamps which apply ISO pounds
pressure per square inch. The Misawa home requires only about half
the amount of lumber needed in a conventionally built home.
For shipment via containerized trucks, the Misawa home consists
of modular kitchen and bathroom units assembled ready to put in place,
and the panels, which are shipped flat. The company erects the homes
at their destination.
In November, 1972, the Canadian partner, Greenwood Forest
Products, withdrew from the company, and the Manitoba Development
Corporation replaced his 50% share of the enterprise, with four
members on the eight-member board of directors.
In 1974 the plant had 20 employees, 16 of them in production, and
the rest in shipping, receiving, and maintenance.
Misawa has 19 show homes in Winnipeg and other points. It has
erected homes at Ashern, St. Anne, Leaf Rapids, Brandon, Eriksdale,
Lac du Bonnet, Gladstone, Pine Falls, and Gimli.
287

Gimli Town Council 1975; 1. E. Dunderdale. Walter Luprypa. Mayor Violet Einarson. D. R. Hambl.l'. Ralph Magnusson.'

GIMLI TOWN COUNCIL IN 1975
In November, 1974, the only veteran left on the Gimli Town Council was Mayor Violet Einarson. The four incumbent councillors retired,
and four new councillors were elected by acclamation.
The council was also left without a secretary-treasurer for two
months, with the resignation of Abe Bergmann. A new secretarytreasurer, Grant G. MacAulay, arrived Dec. 1, 1974. He is assisted in
the office by Mrs. Doris Lloyd.
The councillors: J. Ross Hambly, Deputy Mayor and Finance
chairman. He came to Gimli many years ago while an officer in the
armed forces, and is married to the former Edna Amer. Mr. Hambly,
now retired from the forces, holds an executive position at Calverts. He
is active in the Canadian Legion, and his wife in the Auxiliary.
Walter Luprypa. Gimli businessman and former contractor. He
served previously on council. (see Luprypa)
Ralph Magnusson former assistant town foreman, now
maintenance supervisor at Johnson Memorial Hospital. (see
Magnusson)
J. E. (Ted) Dunderdale, retired engineer and businessman, married to the widow of the former mayor Barney Egilson. Active in the
Legion.

*

*

*

*

*

In the R.M. of Gimli, a new Reeve, Raymond Sigurdson, defeated
incumbent Adam Franz in 1974. The 1975-1977 rural council is composed of Reeve R. Sigurdson, and councillors Peter Adamik, Steve
Kushnir, Anton Pasieka, and Elvin K. Anderson. Long-standing councillor Adam Kasupski retired.
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GIMLI IN 1974
Commerce and Industry
Town of Gimli

Grocery and Food Stores
Central Bakery
Brodie's Best Value Store
Gimli I.G.A. Foodliner
Gimli Tom boy
Gord's Catering Store
Klondike Store
Loni Beach Store
Markusson Grocery
Tip Top Clover Farm Store
Clothing and Department Stores
Gimli Tailor
Michael's Bedding and Upholstery
Robinson Store
Target Store
H. P. Tergesen and Sons
Restaurants
AI's Drive-Inn (Summer)
Central Bakery Coffee Bar
Chicken Delight
Falcon Restaurant
Gimli Hotel Coffee Shop
Lake Inn Restaurant and Bus Depot
Robinson Coffee Bar
Hardware Stores
Golko Allied Hardware, TV
Kardy's Hardware
Marshall Wells

Garages
Central Garage
Chudd's Garage Ltd.
Firman Bros. Motors
Gimli Auto Body
Gimli Motor Products
Tony's Auto Centre

Bulk Oil
Imperial Oil Ltd.
Shell Oil Distributors
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Banks
Bank of Montreal
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce
Gimli Credit Union
Barbers and Beauty Salons
Diane's Beauty Salon
Jim's Barber Shop
Michael's Barber Shop
Penthouse Hair Boutique
Morels and Hotels
Gimli Hotel
Norseman Motel
Shoreliner Motel
Order Offices
Eatons of Canada
Simpson-Sears
Sporting Goods
Cook's Sporting Goods
Gimli Sports Centre
Realty and Insurance
Einarson Realty
Golko Realty
Interlake Agencies
J. B. Heidinger
Contractors and Industries
Custom Construction
Duha Plastics
Interlake Contracting
Fish Markets
Dockside Fish Products
Olson's Fish Market
Drug Stores
Taylor Pharmacy
H. R. Tergesen
Viking Pharmacy
Radio, Television, and Electrical
Finley TV
Hall's Appliance Repair
Joe's Plumbing, Heating, and Electrical
Try-Rentals
W. Y. Radio and TV.
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Miscellaneous
Arnason Furniture
Cronshaw Jewellers
Dean Photo
Eden-Grand Dental Laboratory
G. Fijn, Pianos and Tuning
Gimli Florists
Gimli Taxi
Gimli Transfer and Storage Ltd.
Lake Centre News
North American Lumber Co.
Storm in' Norman's Saddlery and Jeans
Gimli Theatre
Gilbart Funeral Home
General Services
Canada Manpower Centre
Gimli Development Corporation and Tourist Bureau
Health and Social Development Office
Child Development Services
Water Resources and Flood Control
Environmental Protection Branch
W. Trynacity, environment officer
Manitoba Hydro
Manitoba Telephone System
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Betel Home Foundation
Evergreen Regional Library
Car Wash
R.M. of Gimli
Albertson and Sons Construction
Arnason Cabins
Calvert of Canada Distillery
Danforth Estates
Gimli Concrete Supply
Gimli Drive-Inn
Gimli Feed Service Elevator
Gimli Hoverover Sales and Service
Gimli Plumbing, Heating, and Electrical
Gimli Texaco Service
Goodman Construction and Building Supplies
Joe's Electric
Merrill's Appliance Repair
Northland Plumbing and Heating
Northway Aviation
Steve's Autobody Shop
Gimli Trailer Park
Viking Motor Hotel, Coffee Shop, and Dining Room
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Gimli Industrial Park
C.N. Training Centre
Administrator Training Centre
Central Airlines
Dawsco Industries, glassware
Legal Service
Kevin McCullough
N. Shuckett
Richardson and Co.
Atmospheric Environment Service (Weather Station)
Gimli Body Shop
Gooseland Decoy Manufacturers
Government of Manitoba Public Works
Department of Agriculture Personal Services
Misawa Homes
Ontario Central Airlines
Saunders Aircraft Corporation
St. Benedict's Manor
Lake Winnipeg Boat Works
Aspen Lodge
Gord's Catering Service Restaurant
Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation
Steffensen's Woodwork Co.
Gimli Motorsport Park
Industrial Park Recreation Centre and Swimming Pool.
Gimli Country Club.
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CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

THE ICELANDIC LIBRARIES OF GIMLI
Love of books is the main hall-mark of Icelandic culture. Consequently every pioneer Icleandic community had among its first
organizations a reading association with a library for its members.
Since everyone in the community was eligible to join for a moderate annual fee, these actually became community libraries. Most of them had
great variety in their book stock, with a good balance between fiction
and non-fiction.
Two successive ones were established at Gimli:
A. THE AURORA READING ASSOCIATION
The first community library established in Gimli was the Aurora
Reading Association, founded January 29, 1887, commencing with sixteen members, fourteen joining then and two later, and a book stock of
approximately one hundred books, mostly donated by Gudni
Thorsteinsson and Jonas Stefansson, presumably from their private
libraries.
The fourteen charter members present at the first organization
meeting were:
Jonas Stefansson
Sigurdur Olafsson
Bjorn Runolfsson
Jonas Leo
Gudni Thorsteinsson
Magnus Gudlaugsson
Magnus Halldorsson
Jon Stefansson
Johannes Hannesson
Kristjan Gudmundsson
Gisli M. Thompson
Benedikt Austmann
Jon Gudmundsson
Hjortur Johannesson
It appears that Saemundur Jonsson and Thorsteinn Vigfusson,
who paid dues for two years in 1888, were the remaining two charter
members. Both paid their dues in books.
A constitution with fourteen articles was passed at the foundation
meeting. It stated the aim of "Aurora" to be "to arouse and maintain a
love of reading among the public, young and old." Books selected for
the association were to be both instructive and entertaining, and suited
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to the general public, yet scientific (scholarLy) books could be purchased
if likely to prove useful to some members.
Women were admitted to full membership with the same rights as
men. (Article 4).
The executive committee, consisting of a president, a secretary,
and a librarian, were barred from taking any payment, except for direct
out-of-pocket expenses.
The association, which relied solely on membership fees, was obviously hampered from the outset by the extreme scarcity and high
value of money. The records of Gudni Thorsteinsson, the treasurer,
show that the annual fee of one dollar a year was in 1888 reduced to fifty cents, and even at that some paid in books instead of money, the
others paid half the amount (twenty-five cents) at a time. The
bookbinder, G. M. Thompson, received $4.00 in 1887 and $5.65 in
1888. In 1889 Josef Freeman received 50 cents for constructing a bookcase, the material supplied by Gudni Thorsteinsson for 25 cents. On the
other hand, a set of books and over sixteen separate volumes came to a
total cost of $9.50.
The "Aurora" functioned from January 29, 1887 until October 30,
1891. Its membership had dwindled from about twenty-two to eight,
and its expenses could not be met; consequently it disbanded. However,
its books still remained in the community, for Article 3 of its constitution, the only one that the members specified must never be altered,
stated: "The book collection of the association shall always be kept in
the village of Gimli and must never be moved from there, for it is
specifically established for Gimli and the township within which Gimli
is situated."
The beautifully hand-written "Aurora" book-list shows that the
collection contained mostly Icelandic but also some Danish and English
volumes. It had very diversified subject-matter: periodicals, sagas,
poetry, drama, mythology, history, biography, religious works and
several short books on science, ranging from astronomy to climatology.
Later it was to form the nucleus of the book collection of "Lestrarfjelagid Gimli", and some of the volumes, now become rare, are in the
Gimli Icelandic Collection in the Evergreen Regional Library.
B. LESTRARFJELAGID GIMLI - THE GIMLI ICELANDIC
LIBRARY
At a meeting held March 26, 1911 and continued on April 2, an
Icelandic community library named "Lestrarfjelagid Gimli" (the Gimli
Reading Association) was formed at Gimli. Regulations were drafted
and approved, an annual fee of one dollar was set, and an executive
committee elected. Its members were:
President - Gudni Thorsteinsson
Treasurer - S. Pjetur Tergesen
Secretary - Stefan Eldjarnsson
Librarian - Hjalmur Thorsteinsson, Sr.
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All worked free of charge except that from 1917 on the librarian
received $1.00 a month, gradually raised to $3.00 monthly.
Former "Aurora" members were requested to contribute the book
stock of the library. Premises were rented in the Unitarian church hall
for 50 cents per meeting, with permission to keep a book-case there free
of charge until October I.
From the outset the main source of funds was an annual concert
combined with a tom bola and raffle, with an occasional dance in addition. The library concert developed into one of the main social and
cultural events of Gimli, second only to the Icelandic celebration. The
first hour was devoted to the tom bola, a sort of raffle, with draws
costing ten cents or less, and each winning a prize. Previously the town
was combed for prizes. One person remembers buying three tickets and
drawing purification for body and soul in the form of a bar of soap, a
brand-new towel, and a book on religion. This was the children's hour;
the hall was all agog with youngsters running up and down with prizes
and trading draws. The annual raffle was drawn on this occasion, too.
Then quiet fell as the concert began with varied talent from far and
near. Experienced speakers held rousing debates, often humorous.
There were speeches, lectures, songs, music and recitations. One
recollection is of hearing the beautiful voice of Oli Kardal for the first
time. Immediately after, a well-known Winnipeg singer impulsively
came forth to give warm praise to this exceptional new talent. Once an
Icelander who had managed a Dutch plantation in Malaya gave a
fascinating account of his experiences. Warm chuckles invariably
greeted Pall S. Palsson's dramatized singing of his own humorous
poetry, centred on the characters of Jon and Kata. Finally, rousing
dance music brought young and old out on the floor. Others went up on
stage for hearty refreshment served by women members. At the front of
the stage sat the orchestra, usually that of Hannes Kristjanson.
Year by year the library gathered its varied book stock by
purchase and gift. Lending periods were on Sunday mornings from ten
to twelve o'clock (church services being then in the evenings). Often
these became occasions for lively discussions, as when a member contended that the public school system cast all pupils in the same mental
mould. Another issue was: Do plains create a "flatness of soul" in their
inhabitants?
In 1912 the association was honoured by being granted full
membership in the prestigious "Bokmentafjelag Islands" (the Literary
Society of Iceland). In 1914 the village of Gimli gave it a grant of $50
and in 1916 offered it quarters for its books in the village hall free of
charge. The association had its location there until 1936, but paid some
rental in later years.
Its twenty-fifth anniversary was celebrated in 1936 by construction
of a library building measuring 14 x 16 feet. This was achieved largely
by volunteer labor and gifts of money and matt;;ial. The Federated
(Unitarian) congregation granted it free space on a lot owned by it
where it stood until 1946. The association then bought a lot from the
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village of Gimli for $15, on which the building was placed until it was
sold.
Many members gave dedicated service to the library. Its first president, Gudni Thorsteinsson, helped to found both libraries. Hjalmur
Thorsteinsson, Sr., was credited by him for being its main founder: he
was president for ten years, librarian for eleven and secretary for fourteen, initiated the construction of the library and was in charge of it,
giving much of his work on it free of charge. According to Gudni he
also: "looked after the purchase of books and showed excellent judgment in selecting them, for he loved books, was well versed in them and
had poetic talent."
Among other long-term service records are the outstanding ones of
Thordur Thordarson, treasurer for thirty-one years; Helgi Albertsson,
librarian for fourteen and Larus B. N ordal, secretary for twenty-one
years, until his daughter Miss Anna Nordal took over in 1965, continuing until the association disbanded in 1971. J. B. Johnson, a founding member, set a record of sixty unbroken years of voluntary service,
difficult to match anywhere.
The association received numerous gifts of books and money from
members and supporters, among the latter being a legacy of one hundred dollars from Elli Johannsson and a memorial gift of the same
amount from Hannes and Theodore Kristjanson in memory of their
father Sigurdur Th. Kristjanson. Johann Saemundsson gave a hundred
dollars toward printing a book list. In turn, the library gave numerous
memorial gifts to various causes, also gifts to the Icelandic Chair at the
University of Manitoba, to Logberg and Heimskringla, one hundred
dollars each, to a memorial for Vilhjalmur Stefansson one hundred
dollars, the same amount to the Viking Statue Fund, and fifty dollars to
a fund for sending Boy Scouts from Gimli to Iceland.
It wholeheartedly supported the founding of the Evergreen
Regional Library. Since membership, which at its peak reached 48, was
dwindling, the Lestrarfjelagid Gimli decided to give its entire book
collection as a centennial gift for 1967 to the Gimli library, where it
forms the Gimli Icelandic Collection. A member, Miss S. Stefansson,
cleaned, repaired, classified and processed all the books accepted,
numbering over 1900, and also the Riverton Icelandic Collection, of
about 700 volumes. The association also contributed all the shelving for
its collection, a bronze plaque commemorating both Icelandic libraries,
and all its funds, $1725.25, toward expenses. The interest of $1000 of
this sum is to be devoted to permanent care and maintenance, while the
Evergreen Regional Library contracted to have the collection permanently placed in the Gimli library.
This collection is a unique feature, widely commented on. Along
with much and varied modern material it contains some rare old
volumes, such as a Waysen-Huus Bible printed in 1747, and the 1852
edition of "Gragas" (Gray Goose), the oldest parliamentary statutes in
the world.
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So the Lestrarfjelagid Gimli carried out the wishes of the Aurora
pioneers and their own founders to have their books always kept in
Gimli for the people of Gimli.
Summary of material compiled by Miss Anna Nordal, Secretary
of Lestrarfjelagid Gimli.

Thordur isfiord. Sigurdur Kristjanson. Asgeir Fjeld.~ted. Reverend Albert Kristjanson. Sveinn Bjorl1son. Baldur Krisjanson. Joe Hanneson. Tryggvi Kristjanson; BandIIllIsta. Orhers not in picture: Hannes Kristjanson. Bjami Julius. H. Leo. Hermann
Jonassoll. Valdi Johnsoll. Mr. Rosellblat. S. Bardal. MUlldi Bjarnsoll. JOII Einarsoll. C.
Sigurdson. Oli Thorsreillsoll.

THE GIMLI BAND
The love of music which was inherent in the Kristjanson family,
sons of Kristjan Gudmundsson, brought about the organization of
Gimli's first band, in the early years of the 20th century. Albert E.
Kristjanson, the oldest of the boys, had been attending school in Selkirk, where he had joined the Selkirk band. On his return home he persuaded his brothers and several friends to work together towards forming a band at Gimli. The biggest obstacle was a lack of money. Every
time one of them had a dollar to spare, they put it into the fund, and
donations were sought from friends. Once they were able to buy a few
instruments, the next step was to learn to play them. They each took
home an instrument to practise.
Two months later, they assembled for their first practice together.
It was discovered that Tryggvi Kristjanson was the only one who had
learned to playa tune. By perseverance, and with Albert's help, they
finally learned to play together, and their repertoire grew to include all
types of music. They held their first concert in the old community hall,
and Hannes Kristjanson many years later said that all the audience consisted of mothers of the band. The older citizens of Gimli strongly disapproved of the band as a waste of time and money, and refused to pay
the 15 cents admission charged.
Two years after the band was organized, its leader, Albert Kristjanson, left to attend the theological seminary at Meadville, Pennsylvania, and his brother Tryggvi was elected leader. When Albert
returned for the holidays, there was great rejoicing, and the band turned
out in full force to meet him at the station and escort him home to martial music. This was their first attempt at marching as they played, and
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their dignity was somewhat impaired by the condition of the streets,
with their numerous pot-holes.
About this time, the first pavilion was built in the Gimli Park, and
the band persuaded the town to give them a contract to play every Sunday evening during the summer. This was opposed by the church
members, who protested that everyone was going to listen to the band
instead of attending church.
Many picnics were held during the summer, and the band was
always on hand to play. No social occasion was complete without the
Gimli Band.
They practised no piece with more diligence than the funeral
march, in case they were asked to play at a funeral. However, they were
never called upon for that service.
The first W orId War broke up the Gimli Band, for several of their
members joined the armed forces. Their youngest and most brilliant
member, Baldur Kristjanson, was killed in action. Unfortunately, the
Gimli Band never did get started again.
In 1966, due to the efforts of Mrs. Nancy Kozak, a Gimli District
Band was started again in Gimli, with instructors from the Canadian
Forces Base. It was stoutly supported by all local organizations, and
continued to play at various functions and hold weekly practices, until
1973, when interest on the part of members waned, and it was disbanded, after having assisted in both the Canadian and the Manitoba centennials. Composed of mainly young people, it was larger than the first
Gimli Band, while the air base was open, but its members never became
a marching band.

An Old-Time Choir.
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Gil1lli Library,

THE EVERGREEN REGIONAL LIBRARY
The love of books which came to Gimli with its first settlers, has
survived to the present generation, Interest in reading and good
literature is now fostered by the Evergreen Regional Library, with the
main branch located in Gimli, and branches at Riverton and Arborg. It
was established November I, 1965.
This was not the first attempt to have a library in Gimli. Since
earliest times there had been an Icelandic library, the history of which is
related elsewhere in G IMLI SAGA.
It is said that the first mayor of Gimli, Johannes Sigurdsson,
attempted to get a Carnegie library for Gimli, but there were not
sufficient local funds to support it.
For years there was a cupboard of books on loan, not supplied by
the school, but kept there at the back of the Grade Two room.
The Gimli Women's Institute several times was responsible for
bringing a travelling library to Gimli. Its latest effort was the library
from the Extension Service of the University of Manitoba, which was
kept for a number of years at the H. P. Tergesen Store.
The regional library was the fulfillment of a dream expressed by a
life member of the Gimli Women's Institute, Mrs. Lara Tergesen, at a
meeting on October 18, 1962, and brought about through promotion
and publicity to encourage an affirmative vote in five municipalities,
with the Gimli Women's Institute spearheading the project, assisted by
the Arborg and Riverton Women's Institutes, the Minerva Ladies' Aid,
the local chapte'rs of the Icelandic National Leagues, and the Icelandic
library associations.
Mrs. Tergesen was chairman of the library committee throughout
the two years of the campaign, with Miss S. Stefansson as secretary.
Both worked very hard to promote the library and Miss Stefansson
wrote many letters to obtain the needed information. Others who served
on the committee included Mrs. Marguerite Scribner, Mrs. Anne
Chudd, Mrs. Jo Philips, and Mrs. Ethel Howard.
Miss Marjorie Morley, provincial librarian, and her assistant,
Miss Joan Gauer, spoke at public meetings, and later the Minister of
Libraries, the Hon. Stewart E. McLean, spoke at meetings at Arborg
and Riverton.
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At a referendum held October 26, 1964, in the Town of Gimli,
Villages of Arborg and Riverton, and Rural Municipalities of Gimli
and Bifrost, the public voted by a close margin in favour of the regional
library, the first time five municipalities had approved ajoint library. In
the Town of Gimli the vote was 369 for, and 133 against the library.
A regional library board was formed immediately, with Councillor
Joseph L. Franz of the Town of Gimli as first chairman. The board
consisted of a council member and a citizen member from each of the
five municipalities. Miss S. Stefansson was appointed citizen member
from the Town of Gimli, and served as secretary until she resigned from
the board in December, 1971. For her devoted work as secretary she
was honoured by the board on her retirement, and in 1973 was made an
honorary life member of the Manitoba Association of Library Trustees.
John Rak of Riverton was the first treasurer, to be succeeded the
following year by Mrs. S. J. Johnson of the R.M. of Gimli, who has
ably filled that office to the present time, 1974. Councillor Steve
Kushnir of the R.M. of Gimli was a mem ber of the board from 1964 to
1972, when he was succeeded by Raymond Sigurdson.
Councillor Norman Valgardson succeeded Mr. Franz as chairman
in 1968, until 1971-72, when citizen member Gunnar Simundson of
Arborg became chairman, a position he still holds in 1974, with L. R.
Sveinsson of Gimli as vice-chairman. Mrs. Lara Tergesen of Gimli
succeeded Miss Stefansson as secretary.
The basic foundation grant of $10,000 from the province to
regional libraries had applied to libraries serving two municipalities, and
was insufficient to serve five, with three branches. A brief was drawn up
by the library committee of the Gimli Women's Institute, the problem
laid before the mayors and reeves of the five municipalities, and the
local M.L.A. Hon. Dr. George Johnson, and a meeting arranged
between them and the Minister of Libraries, the Hon. Stewart E.
McLean, at which Miss Stefansson presented the brief. As a result, the
two cabinet ministers placed the problem before the Legislature and
securec an additional $2,000 grant for each municipality above two, or
$6,000, as foundation grant for the Evergreen Regional Library. The
additional support was extended to the whole province, encouraging the
formation of larger regional libraries.
At their first meeting, the board unanimously decided to put the
main branch at Gimli; and chose the name Evergreen Regional Library,
the same as the school division. Throughout its history the library board
has enjoyed very harmonious relations, and almost all decisions have
been unanimous.
Official Opening
The three libraries at Gimli, Riverton, and Arborg, were opened
November 1, 1965, by the Minister of Libraries, the Hon. Stewart E.
McLean, assisted by local representatives. Board chairman J. L. Franz
acted as chairman.
At Gimli Mrs. Lara Tergesen shared the ribbon-cutting with the
Minister; at Riverton, Mrs. Lu Olafson, and at Arborg, Mrs. Lillian
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Gislason, both board members. In attendance were the Hon. George
Johnson, Minister of Education and Gimli M.L.A.; the Reeves and
Mayors of the five municipalities; Miss Marjorie Morley, Provincial
librarian, and her assistant, Miss Joan Gauer; Mrs. D. M. Crosby,
librarian of the Henderson Library, and many other interested persons.
The morning ceremony at Gimli was followed by a luncheon at the
Falcon Restaurant; Riverton was then opened, and coffee served at the
Riverton skating rink; and Arborg's opening concluded with a dinner at
the Drop Inn Restaurant.
Library premises at first were rented in all three locations; this is
still the case at Arborg, but at Gimli, a new library was the Centennial
project of the Town and R.M. of Gimli in 1967, and at Riverton, space
for a library was included in the new municipal hall built in 1967.
The original Gimli library was housed in a cottage on a lakefront
lot at the corner of First A venue and First Street North, which had been
purchased by Miss Stefansson and donated by her to the Town and
R.M. of Gimli for a library. She insisted that the gift be anonymous,
but we feel her generous gift should be recorded here. On this site, the
cottage moved to a temporary location, the Town and R.M. of Gimli
built an attractive brick library as their joint 1967 centennial project.
Douglas Kozlowski designed and built the library.
The new building was officially opened May 29, 1967, with Mrs.
Mary Wawrykow, on behalf of the Manitoba Centennial Corporation,
Mayor Violet Einarson of Gimli, and Councillor Adam Kasupski of the
R. M. of Gimli, taking part in the ribbon-cutting. Eric Stefanson, M.P.
for Selkirk, and the Hon. George Johnson, Minister o~ Education and
M .L.A. for Gimli, represented the federal and provincial governments.
Refreshments for the open house were provided by the Gimli
Women's Institute, who had also donated a table and chairs for the
children's section, a wall clock, a globe, and two redwood planters, to
the new library. A massive conference table and chairs and a card
catalogue cabinet, were the gifts of a former Gimli resident, Mrs.
Thorunn Jonsson, her way of paying back to the town almost double
the assistance given her during the depression as a widow with a young
family. She was represented at the opening by her daughter, Mrs.
Wilhelmina Mabb, associate professor at the University of Winnipeg.
Flowers were given by the Minerva Ladies' Aid, the project committee,
and the Gimli Women's Institute.
The Icelandic Library Association of Gimli, Lestrarfe\agid,
donated their entire book stock to the regional library, and stands to
hold them, which are suitably marked by a plaque. Their story is
included elsewhere in this history.
The first central librarian was Miss Lucille Roussin, B.A., who in
her year of service organized all three branches. She was succeeded by
Miss Anna Larusson. Both of these first librarians had to work under
the difficulty of temporary quarters.
Mrs. Dorothy Taylor became central librarian in 1967, and
continued in this position until her husband was transferred from Gimli
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in 1972, when she was succeeded by her former assistant, Mrs. Adriana
Bouillet. Valerie Valgardson, who had been hired first as a temporary
page, became assistant librarian. A high school girl is hired as page on a
part-time basis.
There have been numerous gifts of books from private donors. The
library obtains exhibits of paintings from the Winnipeg Art Gallery for
each library, which add to the interest of the building. During the
summer months, these are replaced by work done by the Gimli Art
Club. The librarian arranges timely exhibits of interest. The Lady
Tweedsmuir Trophy, won by the Gimli Women's Institute for GIMLI
SAGA, is displayed in the library. The library has also added a record
collection to be loaned out for a small fee, a copying machine and a
gestetner, for the convenience of citizens wishing to have documents
copied. In the first annual report in 1965, the library had a book stock
of 3950, and total circulation of 4980.
In its ninth annual report, 1973, total combined circulation was
41,192, and total book stock, 24,821.
Sets of 300 books are rotated between the three branches three
times a year, and the library has a regular rotation with MordenWinkler, and had one with Transcona until it became part of the City of
Winnipeg.
A story hour is conducted except during the summer months, by
volunteer readers, for pre-school children.
School classes visit the library regularly, and Young Canada Book
Week is observed annually.
The central Library at Gimli is rapidly outgrowing its building, as
more books and services are added to its contents. Desperately needed
is an addition to the building, to provide more space for books, for
reading, children's story corners, film showing, etc. The library has
proved its worth to the citizens of the Evergreen area, who pay a modest
one mill of taxation for the privilege of having it.
Postscript 1974. The much-needed addition is about to become a
dream fulfilled. The remaining $65,000 of the government grant to
Gimli for recreational improvement, following the closure of the air
base, has been approved for the building of a 36 ft. by 50 ft. addition to
the east side of the Gimli library, and construction is underway - a
fitting memorial to the literary pioneers of New Iceland.
LAKE CENTRE PLAYERS
Included in the assets of the Canadian Forces Base at Gimli is a
fine theatre with excellent stage and seating. Its principal function during the years the base was active, was for the showing of movies for base
personnel and their dependents. In 1961 two members of the forces
stationed at Gimli saw in it a greater opportunity as a location for live
threatre. Thus was born a new community group, Lake Centre players,
which for eight or nine years, with an ever-changing membership,
provided much interesting entertainment for Gimli.
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Flying Officer Robert Gillet and Corporal Dave Kilpatrick both
had had wide experience in drama and the direction and production of
plays on an amateur basis, when they came to Gimli around the same
time. F.O. Gillet's directing and acting ability, and Corporal
Kilpatrick's enthusiasm and equally good talent as a director, soon
brought many others into the group, people who loved the stage.
Robert Gillet's interest in theatre harked back to when he was still
in knee pants, when he began as a singer and lead boy soloist in his
church choir. By the time he entered high school he was writing, directing, and acting in skits and variety shows. When he found that drama
clubs were part of the recreational programme of the Air Force, he
began his serious acting and directing career. He was the director of the
first play staged by Lake Centre Players, a comedy titled SEE HOW
THEY RUN.
Dave Kilpatrick was production manager for SEE HOW THEY
RUN. Before he came to Gimli, he was a major force in the famous
RCAF Station Winnipeg Drama Club, doing everything from acting,
building, and lighting, to smooth-talking his way public-relation-wise
into the hearts of businessmen and citizens for support of the club.
Dave directed AN INSPECTOR CALLS and THE HASTY
HEART, both of which were entered in the Dominion Drama Festival.
Other plays produced by Lake Centre Players included: THE
NIGHT IS MY ENEMY; THE CURIOUS SAVAGE; PICNIC; A
HATFUL OF RAIN; ON MONDAY NEXT; WORM'S EYE
VIEW; THE MOUSE TRAP; MY THREE ANGELS; SUMMER
AND SMOKE; and others. A HATFUL OF RAIN, in which Gillet
took a leading role as well as being director, was presented at the Dominion Drama Festival, Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario region, in
March, 1963, and received most of the awards for the region. The adjudicator, Florent Forget, described Robert Gillet as "even better as a
director than as an actor." He found the interpretation of the play
"most intelligent."
Many of the players who joined the group were from British
background, some with previous stage" experience, others trying it out
for the first time and loving it. From the start the organizers of the
group emphasized that Lake Centre Players was for all the community,
not strictly for service personnel. They sought talented actors in the permanent community. Limited success was achieved in recruiting local
people, but some did take part. Cecil Anderson, school teacher, took
leading roles and directed some plays; Carol Sigurdson, Peter
Magnusson, and Sharon Stefanson were some of the residents who
appeared behind the footlights, while many others were involved
backstage.
Actors and actresses remembered for their roles include Peter
Kendrick, Gladys Higgins, Mary Jane Leadbeater, Peter Staples, John
Denny, Kevin Hatcher, George Bruyere, Ernie Beeston, Jack
Crowston, Kathie Webber, Sharon Wood, Bill Roach, Sue Burke, Al
Olive, John MacDougall, Graham Hunter, Audrey Blondin, Ruth Vin303

cent, Ann Kendrick, Leah Kilpatrick, Danny Hutch, Ruby Sherwood,
and others.
Usually an adjudicator attended the final performance to present
the American Jewellers Trophy to the best actor or actresses and offer
constructive criticism. This was always a highlight for both cast and
audience.
Lake Centre players also brought to Station Gimli a few notable
outside performances, including the Manitoba Theatre Centre production, THE F ANT ASTICKS, directed by Edward Gilbert, and starring
Edward Evanko and Joan Karasewich.
They also presented the music of the UP WITH PEOPLE group
of young people from Trenton, Ontario. Their appearance sparked the
organization of a similar singing group headed by Dave Kilpatrick's
two daughters, Leah and Dee-Dee. Leah, who returned to Gimli after
the closure of the Base, as the bride of Leonard Thordarson, reorganized a group of children which she conducted until she moved
away from Gimli.
Lake Centre Players were unable to muster enough interested actors after 1969, and with the closing of CFB Gimli in 1971, this entertaining group vanished from the scene. Now the Station Theatre is the
Industrial Park Theatre, and is used by the Gimli Composite High
School for its plays, several times during the year. At other times it
stands empty, a reminder of the pleasant evenings presented by Lake
Centre Players.

A GIFfED DAUGHTER OF GIMLI
A lady who was responsible for many of the pictures taken of
Gim Ii since the early 1900s, has contributed much to the Icelandic
heritage of this community, though she lived for many years in Winnipeg. Mrs. Kristin Johnson, a talented and prolific photographer, had
many other talents which she developed throughout her whole life. Ever
since she was a young girl, she could be seen at almost every event taking place in Gimli, with her camera in her hand, and many of the pictures reproduced in this history were taken first by her. Her pictures
and negatives were all systematically filed, and since her death in 1973
have been donated to the Manitoba Archives by her daughter, Mrs.
Eileen Stewart.
An article in THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, Summer 1947,
describes some of her other talents. We quote it here, with permission of
the editors.
"Like dancing rays of Aurora Borealis, the string of coloured
lights, swinging in the wind, cast a glow over the gleaming snow figures
of Santa Claus and his reindeer. To the children and adults who stood
around excitedly and gazed at the snow figures, the scene looked like a
veritable fairyland. But the exclamations of admiration went unheard
by the artist, for Kristin Johnson was in the house thawing out her
frozen hands.
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GlIdl1lllndlir Johnson in his first barber shop in Gimli. Note the individllall1lllgs the
pict II res , and pool table in rear.

For two years in succession she had won second prize for her snow
sculpture in the contest sponsored by the Winnipeg Free Press, in 1937
for her model of the "Taj Mahal", the famous tomb built by the Mogul
Emperor, Shah Jehan, as a memorial to his wife; and the following year
her impressive figure of a Viking in full armor tied for second place with
a fine piece of work done by Mabel Bristow Vezey, another Gimli girl
of I celandic lineage."
Kristin was born in Winnipeg, but soon after, her parents, Ketill
Valgardson and Soffia Sveinbjornsdottir Valgardson moved to Gimli.
From her childhood on Kristin had a great longing for artistic achievement.
When in her teens she had the opportunity to study for a year at St.
Mary's Academy, and there she did several oil paintings.
After she was married in 1914 to Gudmundur Johnson, she spent
many a long winter evening while her husband was at work, doing
elaborate crochet, tatting, hardanger, and other embroidery.
Then the Johnsons moved to Winnipeg, and now Kristin could
really indulge her love for the beautiful. It appears that she took advantage of almost every type of short course in the arts and crafts that the
city had I to offer. She made painted cushions, scarfs, handkerchiefs,
lam pshades, and landscapes in pastels.
For a part of three winters she attended a course in sculpture being
held in Winnipeg. With her usual intense energy she applied herself
wholeheartedly to the work, with the result that she had soon in her
home, in addition to some practice pieces, seven really good figures in
plaster. Among them are the formidable statue of the" M uscle- Man", a
definite "must" for every student, and three life-size heads, two of them
finished in bronze. She has done remarkable likenesses of some of her
con tern poraries.
"But Kristin's is a high-strung, seeking spirit. She is not content to
savor the joys afforded by one channel of expression. In her girlhood
she had puttered around with photography, learning some technical
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points from a neighbour who had considerable knowledge in this art.
She became a full-fledged camera fan, an enthusiastic member of the
Manitoba Camera Club. In her basement darkroom, she had the most
complete photographic equipment."
For years she was the music librarian for the First Lutheran
Church. This entailed looking after the hundreds of copies of anthems
and secular music used by two large choirs, cataloguing them, sorting
and putting them away after use and mending and replacing copies. In
addition she copied by hand and mimeographed 38 musical numbers for
the choirs.
For years she also looked after costuming for the Sunday School
concert, and made over thirty elaborate costumes for the pageants.
In addition to all her activities, Mrs. Johnson developed a lovely
garden at her home on Garfield Street. After tht> death of her husband
Gudmundur in 1963, she lived in an apartment, and had to dispose of
many of her art treasures and photographic equipment. Many of her
works of art have been given to relatives. Mr. Johnson was a barber
who began his career in a barbershop on First A venue in Gimli, and
moved on to Winnipeg, where for many years he owned two barber
shops. During his lifetime he was always very loyal to the Gimli
Lutheran Church and though a supporting member of the First
Lutheran Church in Winnipeg, his annual substantial donation to the
Gimli Church was sure to arrive each December.
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were two people who grew up in Gimli and
continued to contribute much to this community though living in Winnipeg.
Mrs. Johnson, in failing health, returned to Gimli to become a resident of the Betel Home, in 1972. Less than a year later, she passed away
after a very brief illness. During the year prior to her death, she had
generously made available to the Gimli Women's Institute many of the
priceless pictures of Gimli which helped them win the Tweedsmuir Cup
for their history - GIMLI SAGA - .

Mrs. Kris/il1 Johl1sol1. lI'i/h ha scuip/llres.
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SPORTS AND RECREATION

SKA TING AND HOCKEY IN GIMLI
The first record in existence of a skating rink in Gimli, dates from
1920-21, when a rink board was appointed by the Gimli Community
Club to have full charge of operating the rink for the season. The chairman was G. O. Thorsteinson, the school principal, the secretary, E. S.
Jonasson, (town secretary-treasurer for many years,) the treasurer, H.
R. Lawson, (station agent) and directors, J. H. Toms and S. J.
Tergesen.
At the first meeting, held in Mr. Lawson's office, it was decided
that skating hours should be as follows: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:30
to 9:30 p.m., Saturdays, 2 to 4 and 8 to 10 p.m. with juvenile hockey
practice between 4 and 5 p.m. Saturdays, and men's practices from 9:30
to 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
The rink was an outdoor one, with a shack to put on skates, warm
up, and watch the action through 12 small windows, built at one end,
and a high board fence around the other sides. It was located where the
arena now stands, at First St. South and Fifth Avenue. A good picture
postcard of 1920-21 shows a hockey game in progress between the
ladies and the married men, with many children sitting on top of the
board fence watching. Beyond the rink, on Fourth Avenue, can be seen
the large two-storey home in the attic of which the original minutes,
carefully stored by Helgi Benson and his son-in-law Oscar Solmundson,
were found by its present owner, Mrs. Ted Amason.
The board engaged Mr. F. O. Lyngdal as rink manager at 50 cents
per hour while actually at work. Charges for skating were: single nights,
adults 25¢, under 16 years, 15¢; season, Gents, $5.00, Ladies, $4.00, under 16 years, $2.00; family (1) two adults, $9.00, plus $1.00 for each
child under 16 years; (2) one adult, $5.00 and $1.00 for each child under
16 years; (3) no adults, $2.00 for first two members, and $1.00 for each
remaining member. The secretary was authorized to order 150 season
tickets.
The chairman and Mr. Toms were authorized to arrange for the
necessary lights for the rink (coal oil).
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The Gimli Women's Institute was given permission to sell coffee at
the rink the first Saturday night after opening. The whole board looked
after the initial flooding.
The following regulations were adopted:
1. No trespassing allowed.
2. Obscene language and rowdyism will not be tolerated.
3. No one under the influence of liquor will be admitted.
4. No smoking on ice or in waiting room.
5. The board reserves the right to cancel skating privileges for
breach of any of the above regulations.
A suitable stove for the gents' waiting room, and two big lanterns
for the rink and a spray for flooding, were purchased. The following expenditures were authorized for payment: V. R. Johnson, pumping,
$4.60; J. Wozolowski, I cord wood, $4.00; J. H, Ashdown and Co.
Sprinkler, $13.30; Lighting devices Ltd., Lights, $35.00; J. H. Toms,
trip to Winnipeg, $10.70; F. O. Lyngdal, caretaking, $36.50.
On Jan. 9 the'board decided to open the rink for Sunday skating
between 3 and 5 p.m. provided a collection would prove sufficient to
cover cost of flooding. Three 45-foot strings of lights were purchased
Jan. 30, 1921, and a 60 gal. feedboiler.
A fancy dress carnival was held February 18, with prizes for the
best ladies' gents, girls', and boys' costumes and best comic costumes.
Half-mile races were held for the men and boys, and quarter mile
races for the ladies and girls.
After Feb. 7 season tickets were sold at reduced rates.
The final winter meeting was held March 7, and accounts totalling
$145.48 were paid. A letter of thanks was sent to the Gimli Women's
Institute for donating to the rink the proceeds of their coffee sale held
Jan. 22. Further accounts of $93.65 were paid July 3, and Mr. Toms

Back Roll': L.-R. Margaret Peterson. Lallra SO/JIllindson iTergesen). Inga Arason
(Er/end.wn), A I/I/{/ Lallsson, Inga Tergesen (McKenty). Front /'O\\'.. Hi/do LOll'son, Jonina
I,al'/lsson, utr SO/JIllinelson, (Johnson).
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A hockey game in 1920-1921; ladies playing against married men. In foreground L.
Tergesen.

Hockey team in the 1920·s. Back row: .Toe Tergesen. Norman Stevens. F.
Fredrickson. Front row: Arthur Dalman. Curly .Tohannesson. Owi .Tonasson. Robert
Tergesen. Baldur .Tonasson.

and the secretary were appointed to get someone to give the waiting
rooms two coats of white paint, and have a brick chimney built. Insurance of $800 was placed on the rink.
The following officers were elected Nov. 22, chairman, E. S.
Jonasson, treasurer, Gisli Benson, secretary, B. N. Jonasson, directors,
H. R. Lawson and J. Solmundson.
Hockey by now was included in the regular schedule, with fees for
playing.
It was decided to inquire if F. O. Lyngdal would be caretaker for
40 cents an hour, ten cents less than the previous year. Mr. Lyngdal
declined, and Valdi Johnson was hired at 40 cents an hour.
Hockey hours were fixed for Wednesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m. and
Sundays from 10:30 a.m. to noon with exhibition games on Friday
nights.
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Gill/Ii Mell/orial Arena. 1974.

A fancy dress carnival was held again on Feb. 24, with prizes, and
admission charge of 50¢ for adults and 25¢ for children.
The chairman was appointed to interview the council of the village
of Gimli as to the appointment of a constable at the rink for the purpose
of having him arrest any person under the influence of liquor, and
anyone caught in the act of distributing liquor. Prizes for costumes at
the carnival were donated by the Women's Institute, H. P. Tergesen, E.
S. Jonasson, Julius Kronson, J. Greenberg, Lakeside Trading, C.
Jensen, Rink Board, Gisli Benson, Hockey Club.
A meeting Mar. 3, 1922 authorized the payment of one dollar to
the village for lease of the rink grounds.
The second year officers continued to serve during the third year.
A moccasin dance was held Feb. 23, 1923, in place of a carnival. The
first minute book came to an end in the third year, and later books are
missing.
The back page of the book contains a hockey schedule, starting
Dec. 28 and concluding Jan. 28, and indicating that teams in the league
were from Gimli, Arborg, Winnipeg Beach, Petersfield, and Riverton.
The open air skating rink was in use until 1948, when the Gimli
Memorial Arena was opened.

THE GIMLI MEMORIAL RECREATION CENTRE
A front page editorial on the Lake Winnipeg Argus on Tuesday,
December 14, 1948, heralded the grand opening of the new memorial
centre, the headline, GIMLI RECREATION CENTRE TO OPEN
DECEMBER 18.
The article continues: "Behind the building of this rink there is a
story almost unique in the field of community co-operation and
achievement. The unselfish and tremendous work and financial
assistance undertaken by Gimli's citizens has been outstanding. The
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Memorial Recreation Centre is a wonderful building and a great credit
to Gimli . The new rink will make Gimli the Hockey Centre of the entire In terlake district."
First efforts to build a rink took place in 1944, with little civic interest. In April, 1945, despite a small gathering of eleven, a committee
was formed, with Dr. K. I. Johnson as chairman and the Rev. S.
Sigurgeirsson as secretary-treasurer. This committee raised funds by
means of dances, raffles, salvage sales, and donations, and took over
management of the old rink. By December, 1945, they had a bank
balance of $1050.
Little interest was shown in 1946, and only four members of the
original committee were left - Dr. Johnson, Fred Bergman, V. M. Arnason, and Corporal Barry Littlewood, R.C.M.P.
By 1947 the outdoor rink was in such poor condition that a new
one was necessary. More interest was aroused, and various businesses
in town began to attend the meetings. The Gimli Women's Institute
held an amateur contest in aid of the rink and donated $1200.00. The
Gimli Board of Trade inaugurated a July 1 Day, and donated $800.00.
The Gimli and Minerva Ladies' Aids and the Good Neighbours gave
donations. By December, 1947, the rink committee had a bank balance
of $5659.00.
In November, 1947 a pledge system was planned, whereby the
town would be canvassed and every family asked to pledge a monthly
donation. Mrs. Barney Egilson was in charge of collection of the
pledges. The group of women who collected the pledges monthly included herself, Mrs. R. L. Wasson, Mrs. H. Magnusson, Mrs. S. J.
Tergesen, Mrs. N. K. Stevens, Mrs. H. F. Magnusson, Mrs. Guttorm-

The married me/l's Hockey Team. winners of the Thorvaldson Trophy 1931. Front
roll': B. Egilson. B. Jonasson. goalkeeper. John /ndridasol1. Back Row: K. Solmundson.
N. Stevens. C. Johannesson. Missing: J. Tergesen.
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A hockey tealll in the late thirties. Front row: Curly Johannesson. Jack Wilkinson.
AI/all Valgardson. Joe Wilkinson. Victor Eldjamson. Back row: E. Oller. O. SolmllndSOil, T. Gr('enhag. S. Greenberg. L. Tor(ason. D. Benjalllinson.

son, Mrs. O. Torfason, and Mrs. Brooks. Mrs. Harry Einarson
organized the collecting of pledges in the Minerva district.
In December the rink was registered under the Companies Act of
Manitoba, with the following directors: Mayor Barney Egilson, chairman, Mrs. J .-H. Menzies, secretary; Dr. K. I. Johnson, treasurer; and
directors Fred Bergman, V. M. Amason, and Herb Frank. It was
decided that the structure should be a Memorial Recreation Centre
dedicated to the memory of the men who gave their lives in World Wars
I and II, and in honour of those who served in the armed forces from
this district.
Plans were made to start construction in the spring, and the trusses
were ordered from Dring Bros. of Boissevain. Everybody helped raise
funds, but particular mention is made of H. G. Thorkelson, Ted Kristjanson, Fred Bergman, and Barney Egilson, who made numerous trips
to Winnipeg to canvass business firms, whose generosity was very
gratifying. Mayor Egilson drove everyone connect~d with the project
unmercifully, so that he was nicknamed, "The Whip."
Construction could not begin till August due to wet grounds.
Georg~ Hiltz, a local carpenter, was hired as foreman. The digging of
the foundation was a back-breaking job; the holes caved in easily. The
trusses arrived and were erected in three days by the volunteer crew.
Every evening and Saturdays and holidays the building looked like a
large bee-hive with swarms of bees. Everybody helped from age six to
sixty, and the job was completed in three weeks. Twenty-seven thousand feet of lumber were nailed in place in that time.
George Hiltz, the only paid worker, donated more than a quarter
of his work; his untiring efforts, co-operation, and excellent
workmanship contributed greatly to the success of the undertaking.
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Mrs. Laura Tergesen presel1ling the Oscar Soil11undson trophy 10 Murray
Greenherg. S. Greenberg, L. Tergesen. N. Vaigardson, M. Greenherg, S. J. Tergesen Jr ..
S. J. Terge.\·en Sr.

The building completed in December, 1948, debt-free, had an ice
surface of 80 by 180 feet, room for 1200 to 1400 spectators, and a
recreation room upstairs 51 feet by 17 feet, which was finished by the
Gimli Legion with donnacona ceiling, plywood walls, and hardwood
floors.
The grand opening took place Dec. 18, with distinguished guest
speakers, a figure skating event featuring Eric Abbott, internationally
famous skating comedian; Lillian Gran, the former Norwegian figure
skating champion, and other skaters. A dance on the ice followed.

VOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATION OF THE RECREATION
CENTRE
Through many years, a volunteer committee elected at a public
meeting annually managed the Memorial Centre. Many hours of
volunteer work was done by a relatively small group of interested
citizens, who came out night after night to look after the running of the
rink during skating nights, hockey games, figure skating lessons. For
many it was a home away from home all winter.
Hockey has been a major activity, from the Gimli Wolves senior
team down to the smallest Pee Wee team in the minor hockey league
organized and coached by Kinsmen Club members and other
volunteers. The biggest problem was finding enough ice time for all who
wished to use the rink.
The principal fund-raising event of the year was the Winter Carnival, for which a separate committee was elected each year. At first it
took the form of fancy-dress skating, with costume prizes and races.
Very soon, however, a figure skating club was formed, and teachers
hired to give weekly lessons to the children. From that time, the car313

Mickel' Petersoll Carnival QlIeell 1953, Allge/a Pistall'ka (Ie/i) C.F,S. Gilllii
Prill cess (rif{i1r), Merle Amasoll (rear).

nival featured programmes by the children, with elaborate themes,
decorations, and costumes, and guest skaters. A Carnival Queen contest was held each year, at first with three candidates representing the
Town of Gimli, the Canadian Forces Base, and the Gimli High School.
Tickets were sold in support of the candidates, with the one selling the
most being Queen. Sales promotion reached a high pitch the day before
the Carnival. Many lovely girls have had that honour, the first Queen
being Joyce Thorkelson. The first Queen from the Forces base was
Airwoman Edith Bacon, and Lorna Stefanson represented the High
School in 1955.
In 1970 the Winter Carnival took a different form, and the queen
was chosen by a panel of judges, from among 12 contestants. Since that
time, the annual Queen contest held in conjunction with a different sort
of winter carnival, has not engendered the excitement of earlier times.
In 1953 there were 53 members of the Gimli Figure Skating Club,
compared to around 100 in 1970. Citizens who have devoted much time
and work to making the carnivals successful have included Mrs. Grace
Thorkelson, Mrs. Merle Arnason, Mrs. Anna Stevens, Mrs. Diddy Arnason, Mrs. Lillian Firman, Mrs. Muriel Helgason, and Mrs. Hedy
Bjornsson, to mention but a few. Valdi M. Arnason for many years was
the leading artisan in building and decorating the beautiful
backgrounds for the carnival.
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PLANS FOR IMPROVEMENT
With the passing years, the memorial centre began to show inadequacies, and a need for improvement. In November, 1957, a meeting of
all community organizations discussed the possibility of providing a
new community club for all sports activities, for young and old. David
R. Oakley was elected chairman of the meeting. Most of those present
felt a building was necessary. To the second question, "Is it possible?"
the reactions were mixed.
The meeting talked about the building of an addition to the existing rink, with facilities for basketball, ping-pong, dancing, etc. It was
suggested that the ice surface be levelled and hard-surfaced for use during the summer. The building could be utilized for physical education,
since the schools had no gymnasiu'm.
Kinsmen Club members felt the financing would not be difficult,
but they wished it to be a community project rather than simply a Kin
project. They started the ball rolling by making a donation of $500 at
their next club meeting, to a building fund.
A second meeting was held in January, and Gimli organizations
began making annual contributions to the fund. The Kinsmen Club
pledged $20,000 to the project, and held several giant summer Kingos
to raise this money. The donations were placed in a trust fund, with
three signing officers, and D. R. Oakley was made chairman of a
building committee. Plans were drawn up calling for a concrete
building, with public skate changing rooms, hockey locker rooms,
showers, and public washrooms, on the lower level. A snack bar, large
lounge, storage space and control room, on the upper level. Three new
arches would add to the length of the rink, and artificial ice would be installed, all at an estimated cost of $125,000.
The fund grew slowly, and it became evident that it could not be
raised through volunteer donations. By 1963, the committee felt that
the only way their dreams could be realized would be through public
support through taxation. The land on which the rink stood belonged to
the town, and when the committee requested the town to take over the
management and responsibility for the rink, the town council had no
recourse. However, they asked the rink committee to continue to handle the actual management of the rink. A Community Centre Board
was officially set up, responsible to council, with two councillors as
members.
In 1964 public pressure was put on council to build the proposed
addition to the skating rink. The old east end was deteriorating yearly,
with minimal repairs being done, since it was hoped that a new addition
would soon be built. With the approach of the Canadian centennial, and
the availability of grants, a centennial committee headed by Flying Officer Art Hawkes, including representatives of all organizations,
selected the building of the rink addition as their official centennial
project recommendation. The town council made arrangements for a
speedy referendum to obtain consent of the people to approve a money
referendum of $150,000 for the extension to the rink building. The
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referendum, held Dec. 14, 1964, passed by a narrow margin. Feelings
ran high on the proposal, supporters of the plan claiming that the
referendum asked for a sum far in excess of the actual requirement,
stating that with grants and donations, the actual amount needed from
the public purse would not exceed $60,000. However, others felt that
they were under-stating the money required. In the new year, council
learned that the project might not qualify for centennial grants, and
they took a second look at the proposed addition. The result was that
they tabled the by-law and did not give it third and final reading.
Instead of putting centennial grants into the skating rink, the Town and
R.M. of Gimli combined their grants to build a building to house the
main branch of the Evergreen Regional Library.
For many years it had been realized by all citizens, who were closely associated with the administration of the rink facility, that most
youngsters were not getting enough ice time. This was brought about to
some degree by the fact that the ice arena in Gimli had to provide
facilities for the air base as well, since no skating arena had been built
there. In early 1969 the Kinsmen Club decided to attempt to solve the
problem of providing more ice time for the children. The possibility of
building a second rink was briefly debated. This was soon discarded in
favour of a plan to install artificial ice in the existing building. Dave
Oakley was named Chairman of the program. The original plan called
for the entire job to be contracted out. Dave began holding meetings
with companies who install artificial ice plants to get a price, and to find
which would be the most suitable type to install in the Gimli rink. The
meetings went on through most of the late winter and spring of 1969,
and it was finally established that the cost of a plant, plastic pipes and a
concrete floor would be between $75,000-80,000. The Kinsmen had
planned to keep their cash contribution to $55,000, so they decided at a
regular Kinsmen meeting to install the plastic pipe and the concrete
floor by volunteer labour. The contract cost of this labour was estimated, by contracting companies, to be worth about $20,000.
At this time the curling club learned that by paying an extra $12,000 they could have the plant capacity increased to include them as
well. They gladly raised that amount and launched on their own
vol unteer labour programme to prepare their building for artificial ice.
Dave reported that material could be purchased for between
$50/55,000. and the Kinsmen Club decided to carry out the project by
volunteer labour. The renovations began in late August 1969. One end
was removed from the rink in order to add extra rafters and lengthen
the building. The entire interior of the skating area was gutted and old
hockey boards and seating area discarded. The Kinsmen then began
what was to be a 4ljz month work project involving 10/20 volunteer
workers every evening, and weekends for the entire period. The entire
interior of the rink was covered with sand/gravel fill which was levelled
by shovels, rakes and other hand tools. This particular brigade were
referred to as the "Chinese Dragline" Much of the new gravel and sand
was donated by Danny Sigmundson, who became Mayor of Gimli in
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1968. Any leveling of the new floor which could be done by machine
was done by Eyolfur Eyolfson. Material was ordered by Dave Oakley,
including wooden beams to be laid four feet apart, to be packed into the
gravel fill and levelled by transit. Supports, reinforcing steel, and pipes
for the refrigerant had to be carefully laid and tied together by hand.
The Kinsmen work team, and other volunteers, including some 10 to 20
men, worked from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, and every Sunday afternoon from August to November 20 preparing the ice for the
concrete pour. Late in November Herman Nelson heaters were obtained from C.F.B. Gimli, staffed by service personnel, to keep the
temperatme in the rink above 60 degrees during the pouring and
polishing of the concrete floor, which was done in two days. Work parties went back to the job, building boards around the ice surface,
screens for doors and windows, and new bleachers. This took them until
the first week in January, delaying the skating and hockey season that
year.
Meanwhile, the Town of Gimli, under the leadership of Mayor
Danny Sigmundson and Parks and Recreation chairman Norman
Valgardson, voted to re-activate the abandoned referendum which was
in favour of a new rink, gave it third reading, and decided to appropriate the funds to build a new waiting room at the west end, which
included a large area suitable for community dances, and a snack bar,
upstairs, and dressing rooms and showers downstairs. The 1970 centennial grant of both the Town and the R.M. of Gimli was invested in this
project. The work done by a contractor, paid for by the town, and the

Opening }Cla-ojT Adam Kasupski. Col. Dunlop, O. Josephson, D. Sigmundson.
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volunteer work of the Kinsmen Club in .installing the new floor, artificial ice, etc. proceeded at the same time.
Speaking of the Kinsmen Club contribution, AI Smalley, who was
then president of the Kinsmen says: "The entire Kinsmen Club, without
exception, worked beyond what should have been expected of them.
Their efforts were appreciated, but one man, Dave Oakley, was responsible for the project even starting, and certainly was responsible for seeing it finished. For this, as well as for many years of outstanding service, the Kinsmen Club was proud to award Dave a life membership in
Kinsmen."
Funds which had been donated over the years by various groups
and individuals, towards a new arena, were the starting point for the
Kinsmen part of the project. Many of these were memorial donations.
In the town project, recreation chairman and Community Centre
Board chairman Norman Va·lgardson organized the young people of
Gimli into the Gimli Youth Club, with the sole objective of raising
funds for the rink. Through annual walkathons, sale of Christmas trees,
and youth dances, they achieved their objective of $5,000 a year for the
rink, for several years.
In January, 1969, at their New Year's Eve dance, Mayor Daniel
Sigmundson announced that he would donate his total indemnity as
mayor that year to the fund.
At first the vision had been to build a completely new rink north of
town, and to add a swimming pool and a curling rink adjoining.
However, these plans had to be abandoned in the face of higher
priorities, such as the new hospital.
The grand opening of the newly renovated and enlarged Gimli
Recreation Centre, was held March 22, 1970, with an exhibition game
between the Gimli Wolves and the National Hockey League OldTimers. Guests toured the building, the Gimli District Band played
from a corner of the ice surface, and Mayor Danny Sigmundson
declared the rink officially open, with a party at centre ice including
Colonel J. F. Dunlop, Base Commander, C.F.B. Gimli, Councillor
Adam Kasupski, R.M. of Gimli, Oli P. Josephson, Past President,
Gimli Wolves, and Norman Valgardson chairman of the Community
Centre Board and playing coach of the Gimli Wolves.
In addition to the contribution of the Kinsmen Club, which was by
far the outstanding one, donations to the new arena included $1,000
from the Gimli Good Neighbours; a coffee maker from the Gimli 4-H
Club and drapes for the new addition, from the Gimli Women's
Institute.
At that same occasion, the Edward Kushnir Trophy for the most
valuable player of the Gimli Wolves was presented to Mark Carlow by
Mrs. Teenie Kushnir and B. V. Amason.
There followed the first spring hockey, skating, and curling in the
history of Gimli, continuing almost to the beginning of May.
The rink was again flooded in August, 1970, for the N.H.L.
Professional Hockey School. Gimli boys and boys from many parts of
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Canada and the United States mingled, paying $40 a week for the
privilege of learning hockey from professionals. The hockey school was
expanded annually until it now lasts for six weeks each summer. The
Department of Tourism and Recreation of Manitoba also sponsors a
figure skating school prior to the hockey school.
In 1970, the arena was valued at $200,000. A new metal roof had
been included in the renovation.
When Gimli received federal-provincial grants for improvement of
recreation, in compensation for the closure of C.F.B. Gimli in 1971,
some of the funds were approved to be used to remove the old east end
waiting room area, replacing it with additional seating and storage.
Funds also paid for hard-surfacing the area at the east and south to
provide parking space.
The Gimli Arena is now administered by a Parks and Recreation
Commission, consisting of the entire town council plus three appointed
members. Norman Valgardson was the first chairman, Douglas
Kozlowski the second, and in 1974 Dr. David R. Oakley was elected
chairman of the Commission.
The Gimli Memorial Arena is used by many citizens for recreation
and entertainment. The senior Gimli Wolves team is not active now, but
there is a very full minor hockey programme. The all-star Midget team
has adopted the name of Gimli Wolves, managed by Dave Oakley and
coached by Ralph Magnusson. A Junior B. team is playing in a league
with six other Manitoba teams, coached by Harry Robinson. The
Kinsmen Club sponsors the majority of the minor hockey teams in a
very full programme with the help of many volunteer coaches.
The Gimli Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion has sponsored
Bantams and Juveniles for a number of years, with these teams several
times winning the provincial championships.
In the spring of 1974, the Gimli Cubs, a bantam team coached by
Ralph Magnusson, assisted by Victor Torfason, and managed by Dave
Oakley, won the provincial Bantam B championship, defeating
Deloraine~Hartney in the best-of-two finals, 17-7.
In 1973-74 a senior hockey team composed of players from
Calverts, the Industrial Park, and the Town of Gimli, played in the
Eastern Interlake Hockey League, coached by Brian Thordarson. They
won the trophy symbolic of the championship, by defeating Fisher
Branch in the finals.
A handsome trophy case in the waiting room of the arena contains
a number of trophies won by various teams during the history of Gimli.
On the wall nearby, there hang pictures of old-time hockey teams which
have achieved distinction in the past.
Since earliest times, the Gimli skating rink has been a hive of activity all winter long, and with the addition of artificial ice, its scope has
been extended to almost the entire year. Countless citizens, far too
numerous to mention here, have devoted a major part of their spare
time to supervising recreational activities here, for young and old alike.
The Gimli Memorial Arena has been a "home away from home" for
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numerous cItizens, who have worked long hours on volunteer committees arranging rink business, carnivals, figure skating, coaching
hockey, taking part in work parties, etc. The Kinsmen Club, which
donated the artificial ice and so much more, now holds its weekly bingo
in the waiting room. The Rotary Club donated tables and chairs for this
room, which is sometimes used for dances and weddings. It would be
impossible to name all who have contributed to the success of this
building which was erected in memory of the fallen soldiers, or to estimate the hours of work, and the hours of pleasure, it has given to the
citizens of Gimli.

Ladies' Curling winners in rhe 1940's ar ourdoor rink. Anna Benedikrson, Laura
Tergesel1. unknown. unknowll.

CURLING IN GIMLI
Curling arrived in Gimli Dec. 26, 1939, according to the memory
of John Haas, "Mr. Curling" in Gimli. Prior to then, a few avid curlers,
among them Dr. A. B. I ngimundson, Barney Egilson, Harry Lawson,
and a few others, travelled to Winnipeg Beach to curl.
The two-sheet curling rink built largely by volunteer labor of the
members, was ready for a bon spiel on Boxing Day, 1939, though it was
anything but luxurious in those post-depression, pre-war days. Water
was piped in to flood the ice from an artesian well, and soft water was
hauled from the lake to give a good finishing coat. The clubhouse at
first was a mere shell of rough lumber, later to be lined with sheathing
paper to keep out a little of the cold. John Haas recalled, "If it was 40
below zero outside, it was 39V2 below zero inside." There were 17 rinks
curling that first winter, and everyone curled a good deal, not just one
or two nights a week as now. Avid curlers like John often curled every
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night of the week, and rules were strict - if two teams were absent and
defaulted a game, both were declared losers. Harry Ray was drawmaster the first year, and Baldur Jonasson, assisted by John Haas, the
second year, but then Baldur asked John to take charge, as he had more
time. John remained drawmaster for many years after, and his
phenomenal memory was of great assistance to the club, particularly
during bonspiels.
A referendum to build a rink from public funds was defeated in
1937, but small donations from the town and rural municipality assisted
when the rink was built through private donations.
Membership rose rapidly when the air base was established in
1943, and teams played 65 games a winter, competing for the Chieftain
trophy, donated by North American Lumber. Nobody knows what
finally happened to it. Quite a joke was made of the "Icelandic Championship", which at first teams tried to lose rather than win, as the
trophy was a common chamber pot, on which the winners' names were
scratched.
The two-sheet curling rink, improved as members could afford,
continued in use till 1953, when a project to build a new four-sheet rink
was begun, at a cost of $25,000. A loan of $6,000 was taken, and
membership shares plus volunteer labor made up the balance. The
clubhouse was built of sturdy concrete blocks, which was fortunate, as a
fire broke out the following year during the annual bonspiel, resulting in
considerable damage to the interior. At that time there were 76 paid-up
members, and the club officers were Raymond Sigurdson, president,
Frank Arnason, secretary-treasurer, and directors, Elert Stevens,
Lionel Beauchemin, Ted Arnason, Lorne Anderson, Harvey Lee, and
Mac Dryden.
Gimli bonspiels grew in size and popularity until they were the
biggest rural 'spiels outside of Brandon. One year Scotty Harper of the
Free Press spent the bon spiel week at Gimli. He always remarked on
the number of Arnasons, for this large family contains many
enthusiastic curlers and bonspiel winners.
In April, 1969, Deputy Mayor J. T. Arnason, a long-standing
member, burned the mortgage at a wind-up dance. Immediately the
mem bers started a drive to sell $25 shares to pay for a new roof and insulated ceiling, plus artificial ice which they were to share with the
skating rink. Volunteers did a great deal of the work during the 1969-70
season, and members now enjoy a long curling season from October to
May.
Until the Canadian Forces Base closed, the Gimli Curling Club cooperated with the C.F.B. club to host ajoint bonspiel, with the registration lImited to 64 rinks in four events. The earlier 'spiels were weeklong affairs, but they have now been streamlined to take place during
the weekend, from Thursday night to Sunday night Many big-name
curlers have curled at Gimli 'spiels, 1nd many hometown boys return
for the annual get-together. Trophies for the four events have been
donated by Gimli Construction Company, Tip Top Clover Farm, Ar-
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Mayor Violet Einarson.

Last combined Gill/Ii and C.F.B. curling bOl1spiel.

nason Engineering, Cal verts, and the Gimli Curling Club. Other
trophies, were presented by B.C. Packers, Gimli Moving and Storage,
Parrish and Heimbecker, and Harold Dalman.
Gimli ladies also have a Curling Club, and traditionally curl Monday and Wednesday evenings. They now have afternoon curling one
afternoon a week. Their annual bonspiel is held later in the season than
the men's, and they play for trophies and prizes in four events. The
Ingibjorg Magnusson Memorial Trophy goes to the rink winning the
first half of the square draw, and the Anne Haas Trophy to the winners
of the second half. A trophy is presented by John and Pearl Werbenuk
of Fraserwood for play within the club.
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The Interlake trophy was donated by Walter Luprypa for an annual one-day Interlake Ladies' bonspiei, hosted each year by the
winners of the previous year. Men's teams take part in a similar oneday bonspiel for which John Olson of Inwood donated the trophy.
Five ycars ago the Gimli Curling Club reorganized its association,
and it now has a Board of Directors who operate the rink which is in
turn rcnted by the men's and ladies' clubs. Gilbert Sigurdson was chairman of the board of directors for the first three years, and is now vicechairman, with Ken Sylvester as chairman. The board of directors is
composed of four elected directors, plus the presidents of the men's and
ladies' clubs and a representative from the afternoon curlers.
The Gimli Curling Club continues to improve the facilities it
operates, and now has a comfortable clubroom upstairs in the rink.

VALERIE PETERSON, GIMLI JAVELIN STAR
Valerie Peterson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Peterson, was
born and brought up in Gimli. During all her school years she achieved
honour in athletics, winning the top rating in field days among the girls.
When she entered Gimli Composite High School, she was a leading star
in volleyball, basketball, and other sports, a valuable member of the
girls' teams.
During this time she started taking up javelin throwing, which has
become her outstanding event in the track and field line. The following
is a list of her achievements with the javelin and shotput, as recorded in
THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, Spring 1971.

Valerie Peterson.
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JAVELIN
1970 Manitoba senior champion
1970 Manitoba Junior Champion
1970 Tri-Province Champion
1970 Western Canadian Senior Champion
1970 Canadian Senior Champion
1970 Canadian Junior Champion
Best official throw 152 feet, best unofficial throw 165 feet,
Manitoba juni(\r and senior record. Selected for Canadian team for
competition against Norwegian and Swedish teams in September meets
in Winnipeg, Edmonton, and Victoria.
SHOT PUT
Third 1970 Canadian Junior Indoor Championships.
1970 Manitoba Senior Champion
1970 Manitoba Junior Champion
Second 1970 Tri-Province Meet.
Second 1970 Western Canadian Junior Championships.
1970 Canadian Junior Champion
LONG JUMP
Second 1970 Manitoba Senior Championships.
OTHER HONOURS
Runner-up, Outstanding Manitoba Female Track Award.
1970 Outstanding Junior Athlete in Manitoba Championships.
Awarded Flying M Outstanding Athlete Trophy.
Valerie won a bronze medal for javelin at the Canada Summer
Games at Dartmouth, N .S. in 1970.
Valerie in 1974 is attending the University of Manitoba, Faculty of
Education where she is an outstanding member of the Bisonettes
VolleybaII team.
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ORGANIZATIONS

HISTORY OF THE GIMLI WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
The Gimli Women's Institute was born during the First World
War - possibly through an awakened desire of the women of the little
Icelandic village to do their share for home and country at a time of
trouble in the world. The organization meeting was held on March 30,
1917, when M iss Elizabeth Crawford of the Agricultural College introduced what was then called, for a few brief years, The Home
Economics Society, to 21 Gimli ladies. Mrs. A. G. Polson, a dynamic
and enthusiastic leader, who may have been the one to suggest its birth,
was elected as president. She was a leader until she left Gimli several
years later, to live in Winnipeg, and when she passed away in 1959, over
90 years of age, her name was inscribed in the Winnipeg District Book
of Remembrance by the Gimli Women's Institute, though she had long
since ceased to be a member. She had, however, carried her enthusiasm
for women's work into similar fields in Winnipeg.
The other officers in 1917 included Mrs. C. O. L. (Christjana)
Chiswell, vice-president; Mrs. E. S. (Anna) Jonasson, secretarytreasurer; Miss Olafia Johnson, Mrs. S. Valgardson, Mrs. B. Thordarson, Mrs. D. Lee, Mrs. H. Davidson, Miss M. Olson, Mrs. G. Clifford,
Mrs. Mann, Mrs. C. Jensen, and Mrs. B. B. Olson, directors. The other
charter members were Mrs. V. Taylor, Mrs. G. Finn, Mrs. A. Clifford,
Mrs. P. Goodman, Mrs. 1. Daniel, Miss Olive Johnson, Mrs.
Eirickson, Mrs. I. Bjarnason.
Meetings were to be held on the second Wednesday of each month,
between 2:30 and 4:30 P.M. Mrs. Chiswell offered the loan of the
Juvenile Templars building, a small building on First Avenue, near the
corner of First Street North, for the next meeting. At the third meeting,
the group began to meet at the homes of members.
The matter of whether minutes should be translated into Icelandic
was discussed at the first meeting, and left to the decision of the directors, who apparently decided against it.
One of the first matters dealt with was a request to the Red Cross
for work to do. Subsequently the group enrolled in a home nursing
course, looked for ways to raise money for the Red Cross, and in Oc325

tober, 1917, joined forces with the Gimli Sewing Circle, the combined
group holding an extra meeting on the third Friday evening of each
month to sew for the Red Cross. They were informed that the need for
kit bags was great, since 5,000 a month were used, at a cost of $1.50
each. A coffee sale July 27 realized $26.80 to purchase materials for
Red Cross work, and Mrs. A. Clifford also read cards at the Icelandic
Celebration to raise money for the same purpose.
The Society found time to seek community improvement also. At
an early meeting, a committee composed of Mrs. H. Davidson, Mrs. D.
Lee, Mrs. S. Valgardson, Mrs. A. G. Polson, and Mrs. E. S. Jonasson,
was appointed to interview the postmaster, Mr. Gudni Thorsteinsson,
with the object of having the following improvements made: "1. repair
the sidewalk; 2. have a window put in and have the place properly ventilated; 3. have it lit at night; 4. have it thoroughly cleaned." At the
following meeting the committee reported that Mr. Thorsteinsson had
told them "that he was getting so little rent that he could not afford to
make any improvements, but now that a complaint had been laid he had
good reason to report such complaint to the postal authorities, explaining the absolute necessity of having these improvements made." The
Society was determined not to let the matter rest, and they wrote to the
village council asking their assistance. They also decided to write to the
postal inspector in Winnipeg. Unfortunately the minutes do not record
the success of their efforts, and those members still living do not recall
any noticeable improvment; however, they do remember that the
money paid to postmasters of that time was pitifully small.
Another project of the new Society was a complaint to the health
inspector about the condition of the Gimli bath houses. A month later
the committee reported that they were "now in sanitary condition".
Miss Clarke of the Agricultural College instructed the class in
home nursing that summer. Originally she was to stay with Mrs.
Chiswell, but the lady's home was placed under quarantine, so Mrs.
Valgardson offered to put her up. In the following years, Mrs. H. R.
Lawson, who came back to Gimli with her husband, the C.P.R. Station

CharIer Officers - lejl Mrs. C. O. L. Chiswell. Vice-Presidel11; cenlre A. G. Polson. Presidel11; righl - Mrs. E. S. Jonasson. Sec.-Treasurer.
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agent, in 1919, and who was one of the most active W.I. members during her 20 years in Gimli, usually provided board and room for visiting
home economists and nurses, who enjoyed staying with the friendly
couple in such close proximity to the early morning train they had to
catch on their return to Winnipeg.
Material to frame the certificate of organization was donated by
Mrs. Chiswell; however, some 40 years later, members were unable to
find any trace of the certificate, and it was necessary to obtain a
duplicate. However, the duplicate does not give the correct date of
organization, probably because at some time the group name was
changed, along with all the other Manitoba Home Economics Societies,
to Women's Institute, its original name. The certificate gave the date of
organization as 1922, not 1917 as shown in the records.
Other first year projects included enrollment in a dress-making
course; the holding of a patriotic tea to raise funds for Christmas gifts
for Gimli boys overseas; the serving of refreshments after a school concert, to buy a new range for the school; and a bazaar in December.
The first annual meeting in November showed that after seven
months, total receipts had been $147.10, and total expenditures
$126.75. Membership fees were 25 cents a year, and an additional
collection was taken at each meeting, amounting to from 90¢ to $1.50.
Mrs. C. J. Olson was elected president for the second year of organization. Mrs. W. A. Mann became vice-president, Mrs. E. S. Jonasson
continued as secretary-treasurer. This quiet but active member remained with the Women's Institute in Gimli for 38 years in all, retaining even after she left to live in Winnipeg, a keen interest in its work.
Besides holding the dual office for two years, she served as treasurer for
two three-year terms, with more than 20 years elapsing between the two
periods in that office. She served as president from 1919-1920 and 192627. Her quiet, steadfast opinions were always wise and well thought out,
and her good humour always added a cheery note. One of her outstanding contributions was her correspondence for many years with
the Fleckney, England W.I. When she was in her 38th year of membership, she was made the first honorary life member of the Manitoba
Women's Institute from Gimli. In 1974, she is the only charter member,
to our knowledge, still living.
Mrs. C. O. L. Chiswell was another outstanding charter member, a
woman of ideas and the energy to carry them out. She was convener of
many committees, and often spokesman for the group. She was always
interested in young people, and organized the Juvenile Good Templars
Lodge for them, arranged picnics, sponsored choirs, trained the
children in elocution, and planned Hallowe'en parties for them, paying
for all the costs herself. When she was no longer able to carryon this
project, the W.I. took it over and for many years held Hallowe'en parties for all the Gimli children, in the schoo!. Treats were handed out,
games organized, and prizes given for best costumes in each class.
Mrs. Charles Jensen, a motherly, jolly woman from the southern
states, was another active charter member, until she left Gimli in 1939.
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Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Lawson and family.

She was at her best organizing teas and bazaars, and during her twoyear presidency, the hot lunch programme at the school was organized
and carried out with great enthusiasm. Her daughter Louise was also a
member, and frequently looked after the W.1. lending library.
Mrs. H. R. Lawson was one of the most outstanding members,
who just missed being a charter member because of the transfer of her
husband from Gimli for a few years. She held the office of secretarytreasurer for five years, was president for seven years in all, and
treasurer for two years. Her home was a favourite gathering place for
meetings, play practices, rug-making, bridge driyes, and parties. She
began the correspondence with Fleckney, England, and after she left
Gimli continued a life-long correspondence with her pen friends there.
When she and her husband returned to Gimli from retirement in Victoria, B.C. to celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary, the Gimli
Women's I nstitute paid her a tribute long overdue by presenting her
with an honorary life membership in the Manitoba Women's Institute.
She passed away after a lengthy illness in 1973.
Mrs. Nellie McGinnis was another early member who gave much
to Institute work. Shejoined in 1920, when she came with her husband,
manager of the Armstrong-Gimli Fishery, from the United States, and
she remained a member for at least 25 years, during which time she
designed a beautiful oriental rug which was made by the members,
sewed a complete doll's wardrobe with trunk, to be raffled, helped produce plays, represented the Institute on the hospital auxiliary, helped
organize the Red Cross in the second war, was W.I. president for three
years and secretary for five. Her talents contributed much to the
organization.
Gimli Women's Institute has changed membership many times
through the years, with the transient population contributing many fine
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leaders during their stay in Giinli, among them, many wives of air force
personnel. However, the group in 1974 still has four members who have
belonged from forty to over fifty years, and many who have been
members from twenty to thirty years.
Throughout the years, there has scarcely been one during which
some contribution to education has not been made . . . donations to
the schools for books or equipment, sponsorship of music lessons for a
talented child or young person; donations to the class for retarded
children; sGholarships to high school graduates; books donated to the
regional library; sponsorships of poster and essay competitions and
choosing of names for the schools; formulation of resolutions on educationboth locally and for the Manitoba Women's Institute. etc. In 1954
a tea was held at the Gimli Collegiate Institute to honour an outstanding teacher and W.I. member, Miss Sigurbjorg Stefansson, and the
proceeds were used to purchase a set of Encyclopaedia Britannica for
the school. The honoured lady at the same time donated a set of junior
Encyclopaedia Britannica to the elementary school herself.
In the drive to build a memorial recreation centre after World War
II, the Gimli Women's Institute raised more than $1,000 towards this
project through the holding of amateur concerts, sparked by the president at that time, Mrs. R. L. Wasson, another energetic leader.
Community work was uppermost in .the thoughts of the members
at all times. In 1920, concern was expressed about "unlawful pastimes"
engaged in by boys and girls of the community. Council was approached to deal with the matter. A committee was appointed to seek
ways of assisting the boys' and girls' clubs, and donations were given,
sewing demonstrations held, refreshments served on fair days.
The town council was requested to co-operate with the W.I. in a
cleanup campaign, and the W.I. offered to pay costs of draying garbage out of town. This project was reported a success.
In 1927, a committee was named to arrange a campaign against
mosquitoes. There is no further mention of it, so we assume it was unable to find a solution for this problem, which is still with us!
One of the most unusual community services was the sponsoring of
a dental clinic for children during the depression years. Previously the
W.1. had been one of the members of Associated Charities, but in 1933,
when they realized the need of dental service, they withdrew to apply
their funds to this project.
All children from Gimli and Minerva from five to 16 years of age,
were registered, and each was asked to pay $1.00, though none were
turned away. A dentist was hired to come out at $15 per day, and in the
first year the W.I. paid out over $400 above the fees. In the first two
days of the clinic, which WaS held in the old Parish Hall, 85 children
attended, and a total of 170 extractions were made. The clinic was continued for several years, until the W.I. started to break even in costs.
During the same period, a tonsil clinic, a daring enterprise, was
organized, with a dance held to raise funds. The parish hall was turned
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into a temporary hospital and doctors extracted dozens of tonsils, on
tables set up, with mothers acting as special nurses. The W.1. received
considerable criticism for this somewhat risky project, but fortunately
there were no bad effects from it.
The W.1. campaigned to have a health nurse and a health unit, and
when one was set up, members for a few years assisted at baby clinics.
They assisted at teas to provide financial assistance to the new hospital
in 1939, and helped the Sisters hem sheets and pillowcases.
When the memorial recreation centre was built, members of the
W. I. served on the committees, and it was supported with annual
donations. Money was donated towards the new recreation centre fund,
and when the new addition was built to the rink in 1970, attractive
drapes were donated by the W.1. for the windows facing the ice surface.
Though not primarily a charitable organization, the W.1. has
through the years been concerned about the needy, assisting those suffering loss through fire, flood, or hardship. A benefit concert was held
one year for a retiring school janitor, who had worked long and faithfully for a meagre wage. During depression years, references to donations
of $25 to unnamed needy families were frequent.
For many years the W.I. made annual donations to the various
fresh air camps for needy children which bordered Gimli. These included Camp Sparling, Camp Robertson, Sunrise Lutheran Camp, and the
Federated Camp at Hnausa. Eggs and cookies and small sums of
money also went to the Salvation Army Camp at Sandy Hook.
During two wars, members have donated, sewn, and knitted for the
soldiers, sent food parcels, bundles for Britain, Milk for Britain, supported Russian Relief, Lord Mayor's Fund, Salvation Army, Navy
League, War Services Drive, Canadian Legion War Services, and the
Unitarian Service Committee.
The Manitoba March of Dimes began to receive support in 1952,
when coin boxes were placed in stores. The amount collected was
$44.00. In 1960 a Mothers' March was spearheaded, and continued until 1972, with the aid of other groups, until the Gimli and District
United Way was formed under the leadership of the W.I. Funds
collected for the March of Dimes rose to over $500.

'-allra Terf!,cscll depictillf!, the PiOlleer Mother
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a W.l. poat at the festival.

W.I .. float 1963.

The Cancer Relief Research Institute, which later became the
Canadian Cancer Society, was supported from earliest times until it,
too, became a United Way agency. In 1958 the house to house canvasses were begun, replacing the annual tag days. When it became too
big a project to handle, the W.I. called a meeting at which a Gimli Unit
of the Cancer Society was formed, which henceforth spearheaded the
annual campaign, always assisted by the W.I. and other groups.
Because of the constant requests from other agencies to canvass for
their campaigns, the W.I. decided Gimli was ready to launch a United
Way to combine all these campaigns in one. They sponsored the
organization meeting, under the leadership of Mrs. Doreen Walker,
who had been most active in organizing the canvasses. She was first
president of the Gimli and District United Way, which supports nine
agencies by conducting one annual campaign to raise its objective, so
far $5,000 per year, in the Town and R.M. of Gimli, and in its first two
years of operation, 1972 and 1973, the objective has been reached.
Almost from the beginning, the G.W.I. has been keenly aware of
the need for a lending library. One of the earliest forms of help by the
Department of Agriculture was a circulating library of about 250 books
which was loaned on request for two months at a time. Members took
advantage of this, and the library was located in the basement of the
Unitarian church. Book circles were also formed.
In 1950 a travelling library from the Extension Service of the
University of Manitoba was arranged for, and located in the Tergesen
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Store. Mrs. Laura Tergesen looked after the arrangements, and
members volunteered to act as librarians. At the peak of its popularity,
the library had 112 subscribers.
By 1962, it was felt that something more permanent was needed,
and the Women's Institute formed a committee headed by Mrs. Laura
Tergesen to investigate the possibility of establishing a regional library
in the area. A great deal of planning was done by this committee, especially by its secretary, Miss Sigurbjorg Stefansson, who devoted
countless hours to the project. Public meetings were held, not only in
Gimli but in Arborg and Riverton as well, for the idea had occurred to
attempt to obtain approval of a three-branch library supported by five
municipalities, something which had never been done in Manitoba
before. The referendum passed in each of the municipalities, and in
1965 the Evergreen Regional Library became a reality, with Mrs.
Tergesen cutting the ribbon on November I to open the Gimli Branch.
When the library entered its new centennial building in 1967, the
Women's Institute served refreshments at the opening ceremonies, and
donated the money to buy table and chairs for the children's corner, a
wall clock, and two planters.
Handicrafts formed a traditional part of institute work, more so in
early times than the present. In addition to sewing and knitting done for
the Red Cross and war work, various handicraft projects have served
both as interest to the members and as a means of fund-raising. One of
the outstanding projects was the making of hooked rugs from jute bags,
using jute threads dyed in soft colours for the hooking. These rugs were
acclaimed as winners throughout Canada in competitions held by the
Women's Institute.
Clothing courses similar to those taken by 4-H Clubs now were
organized for W.1. members. Quilt-making was introduced also.
I n later years, members learned to do aluminum etching, and this
became a source of funds, with several members doing a great deal of
work making the trays which were popular sale items.
In one year during the 1960s, members made bushels of popcorn,
which was sold once a week at the Gimli Theatre.
Resolutions to be submitted to the provincial convention have
always been an interest of the Gimli local. The group has kept abreast
of public needs which require the showing of concern. For instance, a
telegram during the depressing 30's, protesting a rise in the price of
bread, resulted in the lowering of the price to its former amount of five
cents a loaf.
Resolutions dealing with educational problems were drafted year
after year by Miss Sigurbjorg Stefansson, with the greatest of care and
research. One of the first was a request in 1948 for a uniform salary
schedule for teachers, since teachers of rural one-room schools were
receiving only from $1200 to $1300 per year.
Federal aid to education; standardization of textbooks across
Canada; and establishment of a screening commission for charitable
organizations, to avoid overlapping, were other subjects of resolutions.
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In most of them it is evident that the Gimli Women's Institute was at
least ten years ahead of governmeIlt action in its thinking.
In 1956 a resolution to the Gimli School board requested that a
vacancy to be filled by appointment be allotted to a woman. The board
paid scant attention, and appointed a man to the position. A few years
later, a W.1. member, Mrs. Laura Tergesen, ran for the school board
and was elected, serving for six years, the last three as chairman.
In recent years W.1. resolutions have requested extension of the
family allowance to the age of 18, which was implemented; better
regulations for assisting deserted wives, mandatory pre-marital
counselling for young people, and revision of the laws applying to division of property in marriage, in the event of a marriage break-up.
The Gimli Women's Institute has always taken an active part in
district, provincial, national, and international projects of their
organization. In many years a Gimli member has served on the district
board, and two members, Mrs. R. L. Wasson and Mrs. Gordon Smith,
have served as district president. Delegates are sent to all district and
provincial conventions. Provincial funds such as the International
Peace Garden picnic nook, the Myrtle A. Rose Bursary Fund, are supported annually; at the national level, the Lady Aberdeen Scholarship
Fund, the National Office Foundation Fund, and Northern Canada
W.1. Fund, received support; internationally, Pennies for Friendship
are collected monthly and go towards support of the Associated Countrywomen of the World.
Regular correspondence with two Institutes in England through
the years had enriched local members by the knowledge of others far
away with the same interests. From 1936 to 1939 a most interesting
exchange was held between the Ightham, Kent, Women's Institute and
the Gimli Women's Institute. Mrs. Best of Ightham and Mrs. N. K.
Stevens of Gimli were the individual correspondents. The exchange was
terminated abruptly with the beginning of the second world war, when
Mrs. Best moved away from Ightham.
A letter-friend correspondence of much longer duration was begun
around the same time, when Mrs. H. R. Lawson of Gimli began an
exchange with Miss Peg Deacon of Fleckney, Leicestershire, England.
Miss Deacon's letters were extremely enlightening in the picture they
gave of pre-war and wartime Britain, the evacuees from London slums
who were sheltered by the village of Fleckney, and other interesting
items of their life. Miss Deacon passed away in 1951, and her mother,
Mrs. Marion Deacon, carried on the correspondence, which had been
taken over at this end by Mrs. Anna Jonasson and later by Mrs. Ethel
Howard. When Mrs. Deacon died in 1954, Mrs. Margaret Lister
became the Fleckney correspondent. During the war years and for a
time after, Gimli sent annual Christmas parcels containing foods in
short supply in Britain, to be shared by the Fleckney ladies.
At the end of the war, Gimli W. I. adopted a war-shocked French
child through the Unitarian Service Committee, with whom letters were
exchanged, and to whom gifts were sent, until she grew to womanhood.
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Meetings of the W.I. always include planned programmes drawn
up a year in advance. Programmes have included papers given by
members on a wide variety of subjects, travelogues, slide and film
presentations, guest speakers, debates, panels, demonstrations by
members or outside groups such as Girl Guides or 4-H Clubs, musical
presentations, book reviews, the occasional fun and games night, etc. It
is attempted to arrange a variety of topics throughout the year. The
planned programmes sent out by the Manitoba W.1. in recent years are
usually made use of.
Funds have been raised in many different ways. In early times the
sale of coffee at public functions, dances, hockey games, etc. whist
drives, and teas, were favourite fund-raisers.
In the 1920's, members acted in many plays, minstrel shows, and
concerts, combining entertainment and profit. The last such concert
was held March 17, 1956, with the entire proceeds donated towards the
addition to the Betel Home Foundation. A group of airmen from
C.F.B. Gimli provided a lively western-style concert, while W.1.
members poked sly fun at themselves with a skit depicting an imaginary
W.I. meeting.
During the 1950's several unusual projects raised funds, including a
Ukrainian choir from Winnipeg, a group of sightless performers from
the League of the Blind, and several travelogues by George Tatlock,
which were shown at the Gimli Theatre for school children. The
donation of the theatre by Harry Greenberg for these events was much
appreciated.
Several amateur shows held in both conjunction with the
Associated Commercial Travellers, and alone, raised large amounts of
money for worthy projects.
In April, 1950, an April Fool Fun Fair highly entertained the
people of Gimli, who contributed generously to the many side-splitting
attractions, such as portly John Haas dressed as the world's biggest
baby, Edith Orton as a mermaid with long hair down her back, and a
fish tail; a Chamber of Horrors where macaroni felt in the dark
masqueraded as "innards"; the newest recruit to W.1. hauling the
gullible in a child's wagon around a globe, advertised as a "trip around
the world." But the one who stole the show was an elderly school
teacher, Miss Ljotun Thorsteinsson, who had in her younger days been
a professional fortune teller, "Madam Thora." The line-up in front of
her tent stretched across the hall, and so many people wanted to have
her tell their fortune that she had to make private appointments for
some of them the next day.
Serving lunches at weddings was another fund-raising method
which was dropped in later years.
The selling of popcorn at the theatre, and the making of aluminum
etched trays, have been mentioned earlier.
In 1952, someone mentioned the idea of holding a rummage sale.
This was the first of many successful annual events, and indeed for
some years now it has been a semi-annual project, and members have
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reduced the work to a fine science which takes only two days to raise an
average of $200. The mountains of clothing left over are now donated to
the Salvation Army. Previously they had been shipped to Indian
reserves in the north. In 1974, the spring rummage sale provided muchneeded emergency clothing for people from the Peguis and Fisher River
reserves who had come to the Gimli Industrial Park for refuge from a
spring f1ood. Locations for the sales have been varied; including the old
Town Hall, the Legion Hall, which was donated free for several years
by the Legion; the Lutheran Church, and various empty stores around
town.
For the past three years, the Gimli Women's Institute has been
assisting residents of the Betel Home by looking after weekly whist
parties, and donating prizes for them. In appreciation of this effort, the
group is permitted to hold its monthly meetings in the sitting toom of
the Home, which residents do not use in the evenings. It has proved a
very satisfactory arrangement, since many members do not have homes
large enough to accommodate meetings, and other public facilities used
in the past are either no longer available or unsuitable.
For a number of years, members arranged an annual outing for
residents of Betel, taking them among other places, to visit the Betel
Home at Selkirk, Dr. Warriner's animal refuge at Sandy Hook, the
Gimli Park, Riverton, and Willow Island. The constantly decreased
number of residents able to go out caused this programme to be
dropped. I n the last years, it had several times consisted of a visit to the
senior citizens at Lakeside Camp, with refreshments for both groups,
and one year, the Lakeside campers were brought to Betel to return the
visit.

Front: Lallra Tergesen. Else Stefrensen. Hilda Greenberg. Margret Stevens, Ethel
HOll'ard, Sigllrhjorg Stefansson. Centre: Sigga Hjartarson, Dorothy Taylor, Margaret
Strand, Doreen Walker, GlI'en Cronshall', Deane Hall, Evell'll Arnold, Margaret Rankin.
Back: Mary Shebeski, Adeline Gendllr, Ann Chudd, Marguerite Smith, Gladys
/v/acDonald, Lila Thompson. Missingji-om picture G. W.I. members - Lily Thordar.\·on
and Helen Zdl'h.
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Once or twice a year the members decide to entertain themselves
for a change. These occasions have included an annual barbecue to
which husbands are invited; an annual Christmas dinner meeting; and a
trip to Lower Fort Garry. The 50th anniversary of the Gimli Women's
Institute was celebrated in 1967 by all the members travelling to
Winnipeg for a dinner and evening at the International Inn.
After the presentation of an honorary life membership to Mrs.
Anna Jonasson, the Gimli W.1. began to recognize other members of
long standing who had contributed much to the group. Miss S.
Stefansson was the next member to receive the crocus pin and
certificate designating honorary life membership. Next came Mrs. N.
K. (Margret) Stevens, who is still an active member and one of the
history committee in 1974, after more than 50 years of membership,
during most of which period she was a director, and served as secretary
for 13 years in all, and president for three, and rarely missing a meeting
during all those years. The following year Mrs. S. J. (Laura) Tergesen,
who joined a year after Mrs. Stevens, was similarly honored for her
many years of service, during which she had been treasurer and
president, and spearheaded the Library Committee, among other
things. She is still an active member in 1974. She served several years
on the district board. Mrs. John (Anne) Chudd, another long-time
member still active, was next to receive the honour. She has held the
positions of treasurer an.d president, and was district board member for
several years. She excels in convenership of rummage sales and teas.
Mrs. M. W. Evans (Allne), who belonged for many years, but was
unable to take as active a part as she would have liked, because she lived
out of town. received an honorary life membership. She passed away
in 1972, and her name was placed in the district and provincial Books of
Remembrance.
In 1967, an honorary life membership was presented to Mrs.
Richard (Ethel) Howard, who has been an active member since she
joined in 1950, having been secretary, treasurer, vice-president, and
president, as well as district board member. She is presently editor and
chairman of the history committee which is publishing GIMLI SAGA.
In 1970, four honorary life memberships were presented to
members who had joined during the 1950's and had been very active.
They were Mrs. George (Evelyn) Arnold, a past secretary and past
president, and still an active member; Mrs. David (Doreen) Walker, a
past treasurer, vice-president, and president, and in 1974 second vicepresident, as well as being president of the Gimli and District United
Way; Mrs. Joseph (Adeline) Gendur, a past treasurer and president,
who has enriched the group in many ways by her work in handicrafts,
and her ability, as a main worker at rummage sales, still an active
member in 1974; and Mrs. Arthur (Mildred) Washburn, who served a
number of terms as secretary, and was always a dedicated and willing
member; she passed away in 1972, and her name has been recorded in
the district and provincial Books of Remembrance.
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In 1973, the president of the Gimli Women's Institute, Mrs. N. M.
(Hilda) Greenberg, who is now serving her fifth year as president, was
presented with an honorary life membership. Mrs. Greenberg was
previously secretary for several years, and has worked with great
interest and ability as a leader during the period in which the W.I. has
been recording the history of Gimli for posterity. Her repeated reelection as president in a group which normally changes officers every
one or two years, demonstrates the confidence the members place in
her.
Undertaking their biggest project in the publication of GIMLI
SAGA, the Gimli Women's Institute looks back on 57 years of service
in the community, the district, the province, the nation, and the world,
as it approaches the celebration of the lOOth anniversary of New
Iceland, and its own 60th anniversary two years later. Whether it will
survive beyond that time, depends on the young women of Gimli, who
soon must take the place, if they will, of the aging members who have
carried the load so long. Hope is seen that this may not·be the end, in
that several of the hard-working members today are women still in their
30's, who are as interested in Home and Country as their predecessors.

Mrs. Hilda Greenberg, Gimli W.I.
president accepts Tweedsmuir Cup from
Mrs. Marion Fulton, F. W.I.C. president.
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GIMLI OLD-TIMERS' ASSOCIATION
On April I, 1928, the following 12 men met at Lakeside Trading
Store to make plans to bring together at a dance young people of 20
years previous: Hannes Kristjanson, Gisli Benson, Joe Helgason, Gudmundur B. Magnusson, Paul Olson, Sr., John V. Johnson, Helgi Benson, Sigurjon lsfeld, Gudmundur E. Solmundson, Fred Olson, E. W.
Smith, and Einar S. Jonasson.
Helgi Benson was elected chairman, E. S. Jonasson secretary, and
H. Kristjanson treasurer. Plans were made to hold an Old-Timers' Reunion Dance in the Parish Hall April 27, open to the public, admission
SOc. Ladies' Aids of the two churches were asked to cater for the
refreshments.
The dance, attended by some 400 people, was a great success,
many people coming from a distance. Proceeds of $99.41 were
deposited, and a committee of seven appointed to decide on charitable
disposal. A fter a few years, funds were donated to various charities at a
general meeting.
At the third meeting, March 12, 1929, G. E. Solmundson was
elected chairman, an office he held until 1965, when he was made
honorary chairman, and Oli Markusson chairman.
E. S. Jonasson was secretary until his death in 1936, when he was
succeeded by his brother Baldur N. Jonasson, who carried on until his
death in 1947. J. K. Laxdal was the next secretary, followed in 1948 by
N. K. Stevens, who held the position until 1973. Eric Stefanson is
secretary in 1975. Hannes Kristjanson was treasurer until his death in
1957, when the positions of secretary and treasurer were combined.
Vice-Presidents have included G. B. Magnusson, Steve Isfeld, Oli
Markusson, T. Kristjanson.
[n 1929 an extra dance was held to pay for building a kitchen and
dining room at the Parish Hall; however, funds were used instead to
wire the hall and install fixtures.
In 1930 the group began to hold practise dances, admission 25¢.
Usually two separate orchestras were hired for the Ball, which went on
till 4 a.m. Due to over-crowding, children were excluded. Favours were
presented to the ladies.
In 1933 the Ball was held at the Park Pavilion for the first time.
For many years the Association held an extra dance in August,
proceeds of which were used to improve the pavilion and fence the park
grounds.
Many varied entertainment groups have been hired to perform at
intermissions. Hannes Kristjanson played his violin for many years at
the dances. Others remembered from the past include Oli Thorsteinson,
Frank Olson, Nick Yurechuk, Mickey Peterson in later years. For
years Aaron Mellon, a Winnipeg master of ceremonies, was in charge
of the dancing. The highlight which opens the dance formally is the
Grand March led by members of the Association, headed by the president, and joined in by all present. Each dance follows the traditional
program which includes many lovely old favourites such as the Rye
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Waltz, Aurora Waltz, Waltz Quadrille, polkas, two steps, square
dances, and other dances from the past. In recent years, the music has
been supplied by Johnny and His Musical Mates, from Riverton, one of
the few remaining orchestras which still play the old favourites. Gus
Finnson, a Gimli high school teacher, has been master of ceremonies in
recent years.
Membership at first was limited to 20 men of Icelandic descent,
but has now been thrown open to any men interested in keeping alive
the music from the past. In 1974 Elert Isfjord, grandson of an early
member, Thordur Isfjord, was elected president. He had been preceded
by Franklin Stevens, who held office following Oli Markusson.
The dance was held for many years on the first Friday in May,
beginning a series of four dances that month prior to the fisherman
leaving for the north. Now it is the only spring dance still held at the
park pavilion and is usually held the third Saturday in June. Most people hope that it will continue as successfully as it has in the past, a
highlight of the year in Gimli, enjoyed by young and old, since the
music now includes numbers for both. The Minerva Ladies' Aid for
many years served refreshments, after the church groups stopped doing
so. In 1974 the Legion Auxiliary performed this service.
Proceeds from the dances have gone to assist many worthy causes:
the Community Cemetery Association, Associated Charities, during
the Depression, dental clinics, Red Cross, Russian Relief, Overseas
Service Club, Curling Club, Skating Rink, Cancer Drive, Winnipeg
Flood Relief, Vilhjalmur Stefansson Memorial Fund, Boy Scouts,
Betel building fund, Gimli Saga, etc.
GIMU BOY SCOUTS
The first appearance in Gimli of the Boy Scout movement was the
formation, in the 1930s, of a small group of Lone Scouts, enrolled with
the 7 I st Troop of Winnipeg, to which a number of boys who were
summer residents of Gimli belonged. Nora Godfrey of Winnipeg was
their Scout and Cubmaster.
The Lone Scouts included Sam Greenberg, Kris Amason, and
Harold Smith.
A little later on, Mrs. H. R. Lawson, the Girl Guide Captain,
became leader of Scouts and Cubs too. At first they met in the old Lyric
Theatre north of the Betel Home, and then they started meeting at the
C.P.R. Station. A noted Commissioner of Scouts visited them several
times. Some parents refused to let their bo:ys join because they thought
they were being trained for war, Sam Greenberg reports.
The Scout movement did not become well established until after
the Second World War, when Allan Sargeant, a teacher at Goulding
School at the R.C.A.F. Station, started a troop there, which flourished
under many different leaders as long as the Base remained.
In the town of Gimli a Boy Scout troop was organized around
1958-59, with Joseph Franz as Scoutmaster. The Gimli Branch of the
Royal Canadian Legion became the sponsoring organization, and
meetings were held at the Legion Hall.
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J. L. Taylor became Cubmaster for several years, assisted by
Gilbert Arnold. Stan Krulicki followed him as Cub master, and then
Gilbert Arnold became Cubmaster for a time.
A Group Committee was formed to assist the boys financially.
Tryggvi Erickson was the first chairman, Michael Moroz the first
secretary, followed by John Duncan, and George Arnold was the second chairman. Dr. C. R. Scribner was in charge of camping
arrangements. Other active members included Dave Walker, who later
became Scoutmaster for several years, and George VanBuckenhout,
who assisted Mrs. Joyce Dubchak, Cubmaster. Frank Gottfried was the
next chairman of the Group Committee. Tom Mundinger contributed
much as Scoutmaster. Joe Buhagiar was Cub master for some time, and
worked with Scouts and Rovers later.
Fred Rankin was a Cubmaster at the Armed Forces Base, and
served as District Commissioner for many years. Many other members
of the armed forces contributed to the Scout movement during their
stav in Gimli.
- Mrs. Lynne Stacey organized a unique group when she formed a
Cub pack for the retarded boys of Gimli and Winnipeg Beach, under
the sponsorship of the Kinsmen Club as their Group Committee. This
was a first in this field, and received recognition in the monthly publication of the Canadian Association for the Mentally Retarded, from
coast to coast.
She was assisted at times by Isabelle Dunk, Barbara Thexton, Linda Stasiuk, Mrs. Roy Detlor, George Van Buckenhout, and Mae
Willis. When the Staceys were transferred from Gimli, it was not possible to keep the pack going. During the period they were active, the work
done contributed much to their education, and they did all the things
that normal Cubs and Scouts do, including field trips and camping, and
the earning of badges.
Group Committees for the Scouts and Cubs have held bottle drives
and other events to provide funds for camping equipment.
Scouts have contributed much to the community by assisting at
centennial celebrations, festivals, Remembrance Day services, etc.
The Gimli Cub pack took first place at three out of six Cubarees
they attended, and they hosted a Cubaree at the Gimli Park. The Gimli
Scout Troop took first place at a winter rally hosted by C.F.B. Gimli
Scouts during the winter of 1967-68.
Leonard Thordarson was Scoutmaster for several years following
1971, until he was transferred to Winnipeg. He was assisted by Thor
Cronshaw, a Rover Scout. Hank Thompson, a new resident, became
Scoutmaster for a time. Scouts and Cubs, like so many other
organizations for youth, have a continuing problem in seeking leaders
able and willing to give the time needed for effective leadership.
In the case of the Cubs, frequently it has been necessary for women
to be their leaders.
In 1966, two Gimli boys, Brian Cook and Neil Sander, were officially awarded their Queen's Scout badges.
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L.-R.: Neil Sander. Kris Kanlal. Leonard Thordarson. (scout master) Douglas
Thordarson. Brian Cook..

Another notable event in Gimli Scouting was the sending of five
Gimli Scouts to a National Scout Jamboree in Iceland in 1966.
Leonard Thordarson, who was placed in charge of the Manitoba contingent, relates some of their experiences.
"On July IS, 1966, after a great deal of work and preparation on
the part of the Second Gimli Group Committee, George Arnold, Dave
Walker, John Duncan, the Royal Canadian Legion, the Town ofGimli,
and donations from local organizations, a group of five Scouts, including Neil Sander, Doug Thordarson, Brian Cook, Kris Kardal, and
Len Thordarson left for the Icelandic National Scout and Guide Jamboree at Iceland.
The group travelled by train to Montreal, where they met 23
Scouts from other parts of Canada, and toured Montreal and the future
site of Expo. They then flew to New York, and on to Keflavik, Iceland.
They were taken on a complimentary tour of Reykjavik, the
capital, seeing numerous parks, statues, etc. Of particular interest was
the opportunity to examine the six one million gallon tanks which hold
the natural hot water used in heating the city. From the top of a hill the
smokeless city could be seen in all directions, showing signs of much
construction of modern buildings.
Tours during the first three days included Kerid, a volcano which
had been inactive for 500 years, and Strokkur, now the largest active
geyser, which had been damaged by tampering with its natural
temperament. A cave last occupied in IS03 contained names of some of
its inhabitants on the walls. The final tour was a trip to Thingvellir
National Park, the birthplace of the world's first Parliament in 1000
A.D.
The jamboree was held at Landsmot Skata, a picturesque campsite situated at the base of a volcanic mountain, with a glacial-fed river
in the background. Although the site lacked trees, the rolling hills and
bright colours of the grass and hillside made the site an area of wonderment.
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The days at Camp Landsmot Skata included hikes in the area and
around the volcano. The river was found to contain an abundance of
fish which could be caught with the hands as they tried to make their
way upstream. At the evening campfires, groups from the different
countries contributed to the programme. The Canadians put on a show
depicting the settlement of Canada, and the struggle the early
pioneers faced in claiming the land. Other countries represented included England, Australia, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Switzerland,
U.S.A.
On the final day, the President of Iceland arrived to join in the
closing ceremonies.
On the return trip to Reykjavik, the Canadian group took a side
trip to a whaling station, where they were able to watch the processing
of a whale carcass.
At Reykjavik, the boys visited some of the families who had invited them to their homes, before returning to the airport, taking with
them memories of the friendship, hospitality, and beauty of their stay in
Iceland. "
The Group Committee worked hard to raise the money to send the
boys to Iceland, and Gimli merchants, organizations, and individuals
responded well to the drive to make the project possible. When the boys
were being honoured at a farewell luncheon in Winnipeg prior to their
departure, Icelandic Consul Grettir L. Johannson presented them with
a surprise gift of $210 donated by Mrs. Albert Johnson, formerly Anna
Benediktson of Gimli, but then living at Lomond, Alta. She gave up her
own projected trip to Iceland to help the boys with theirs.
The Manitoba contingent included, in addition to the five from
Gimli, two Portage la Prairie Scouts, Bjorn Christianson and Allan
Crewson, and Winnipeg Scout David Stevenson.
In 1974 there are no Scouts or Cubs in Gimli, due to a lack of
leaders.

GIMLI GIRL GUIDES
Girl Guides were first organized in Gimli in 1926, with Miss Nora
Godfrey in charge of the organization. Mrs. H. R. Lawson became
Captain for the 13 girls enrolled. By the end of the summer, five of the
girls had won their swimming badges, and eleven more girls had been
enrolled. Second class badges were presented the following spring.
Early in 1927 the First Gimli Guide Company staged a play titled
"The Pinch and Romance of a Shoe", at a meeting of the Women's
Institute. Two more girls were enrolled. Soon there were 26 Guides in
the Company, 16 of them with their Second Class badges. They held a
silver tea that summer, but due to rain made only $6.15, but a later tea
brought in $25.
They enjoyed a camping trip.
After a year or so more, the Company disbanded, and tried again
in 1930, with some of the first Guides and a number of new members.
However, they disbanded again in 1932, and it was not until 1944 that
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Princess A lice and the Earl of A tillone
during their visit to Gimli.

Guides were organized in Gimli again, under the leadership of Miss
Edith Loewen and Miss Hebert, and later by Miss Margaret Patterson
and Miss Bertha Vandersteen, all school teachers. Miss Patterson, with
the help of Mrs. Keith Kingston, kept the Guides together until 1948,
with 25 girls in the Company. Once again they were forced to disband
due to lack of leaders. Meetings had been held in the school.
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Barne formed a Girl Guide Company at the
Armed Forces Base in 1952, and some Gimli girls were able to participate. A Second Gimli Company was formed in the town, with Mrs.
Jenny Smart as Captain. Mrs. Bogga Lenchuk, who had been her
Lieutenant, took over as Captain, with Elva Johnson, and later Mrs.
Doreen Walker, as Lieutenant. Mrs. F. B. Miller was Division Commissioner for a number of years, and Mrs. Marguerite Scribner was
District Commissioner. In 1959 Mrs. T. Paton became Captain, and

The Guard of Honour.!br the Earl of Alillone and Princess Alice, 1945.
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later Division Commissioner when Mrs. Miller moved up to Area Commissioner; and Mrs. Kay Born, who was keenly interested and highly
experienced in Guiding, became Captain, until 1964, when she left the
district. Mrs. Agnes Meredith, who for years had been an unofficial
supporter of Guiding, became Lieutenant in 1959, and Captain in 1964.
She was assisted by Mrs. Harold Johnson. She later became District,
then Division Commissioner, and now Area Commissioner.
In 1965 the Second Gimli Company divided into two groups, with
Inga Stevens and Hulda Bjarnason as leaders of the new group.
The Guide movement continued with good success, with many
different leaders, a number of them wives of air force personnel, being
in charge. The First Gimli Com~any took the name of First Aspen Park
Company, and the Second Gimli Company became the First Gimli
Company.
Several girls who had progressed through Guiding became involved as leaders, among them Patricia Hykawy Johnson, a Gold Cord
winner, and Judy Beauchemin Zaik, who in 1974, after a period out of
Guiding, has returned to be Guide Captain. During her absence from
the work, the Company was ably led by Mrs. Diane Hall, who is still
closely involved with Guides and Brownies.
Five Gimli girls received the coveted Gold Cord which is the
highest honour a Guide can receive: Patricia Hykawy, in 1964, Jacquelyn Taylor in 1964, Donna Mae Bristow and Marilyn Erickson in
1968, and Brenda Taylor in 1970. This award now is called the Canada
Cord. Michelle Hall was the first Gimli Guide to earn the Canada cord.
Camping has been a highlight of Guiding throughout the years,
with the camps being held at many different locations.
Brownies were first started in 1955 with Dorothy Olsen and Clare
Bjarnason in charge. By 1964 there were a First and Second Gimli
Pack, and many different leaders kept the Packs going, as Brown Owls
and Tawny Owls.
A place for meetings has been one of the hardest problems for the
girls. These have included the Legion Hall, rooms in the school, basement of a home, the Town Hall, and more recently, for several years,
the Mothers' Group Committee has paid to use the lower auditorium of
the Lutheran Church. Since in 1974 the church council felt it had to
raise the rent, which had been a nominal fee, the girls and their leaders
are seeking alternative accommodation, as they could not afford a
higher amount. They have received a promise of support from the
Kinsmen Club. They do feel there should be a community hall in Gimli
with space available for this worthwhile movement.
On Feb. 19, 1967, the Gimli Guides and Brownies held a Division
Centennial Thinking Day programme for all Rangers, Guides, Brownies, and Leaders, which was very successful. That summer they formally presented a Schubert chokecherry, which had been designated
their centennial shrub, to the Gimii Library. Unfortunately, in 1974,
when the library was enlarged, the shrub, which had grown to a large
bush, was destroyed.
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In February, 1968, the Gimli Air Rangers presented three books to
GIRL GUIDES; TEN TALES FOR BROWNIES; THE YOUNG
BADEN-POWELL, and a year's subscription to ALIVE magazine.
Many girls in Gimli still enjoy Guides and Brownies, with a few
dedicated leaders willing to take time to carryon with this worthwhile
organization for citizenship.

THE GIMU CHAPTER OF THE ICELANDIC NATIONAL
LEAGUE
The Icelandic National League is an ethnic organization founded
to preserve the Icelandic language and culture and friendly ties with
their country of origin for people of Icelandic descent living in America.
This is all within the framework of complete allegiance to their own
country, Canada or the United States, as the case may be, and in no
sense isolationist - in fact, the very opposite, for the aim is to create
ties of friendship between the land of origin and the one of adoption.
Interested people may become members regardless of origin.
The League has had chapters mainly in Manitoba, but also in Vancouver and across the border in North Dakota and Washington. Some
have died out, but new ones have recently been founded in Calgary and
Edmonton, the latter with several founding members from Gimli, and
an offshoot in the Saga Singers. Some have been converted into
Icelandic-Canadian Clubs, functioning in English, but with similar
aims.
In Canada the largest concentration of people of Icelandic descent
is in Winnipeg, which in recognition of this fact is now a sister city of
Reykjavik, the capital of Iceland. Consequently the headquarters of the
League and its annual conventions are based there.
Since Gimli is the spot where permanent large-scale Icelandic
settlement began in Canada, the League made a special effort to found
a chapter there. Its treasurer, Asmundur P. Johannsson, a prominent
business man and one of the founders of the Icelandic Steamship Company, its secretary, Mrs. Ingibjorg Jonsson, later editor of the Icelandic
weekly Logberg-Heimskringla, and her husband, Einar Pall Jonsson,
then editor of Logberg, toured Gimli to arouse interest. All three then
addressed a widely attended and enthusiastic public meeting held
November 22, 1943, and chaired by the Gimli school principal, Mr. Jon
K. Laxdal.
Then and there the Gimli Chapter was formed, with seventy-nine
mem bers joining on the spot and twenty more soon after. Its first executive consisted of Dr. Kjartan I. Johnson as president, Hilda Shaw,
wife of Dr. Shaw, as secretary, Elias Olafsson as treasurer, and W. J.
Amason as vice-president.
Dr. K. I. Johnson remained president until he left Gimli, but
returned to help celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the Chapter. His
estate near Gladstone bears the Icelandic name "Gott lir' (The Good
Life"). His position was taken by Gudmundur Fjeldsted, a community
leader in the R.M. of Gimli and one-time M.L.A. He in turn was
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succeeded by Jon Julius Johnson, a pione.er and community leader of
the Holar-Tantallon district. He was a good representative of a number
of excellent chapter members who came to Gimli on retirement, several
of them being, like him, from Saskatchewan.
The immediate aim and main activity of the chapter throughout
these early years was the teaching of Icelandic to children. The Icelandic school commenced in January, 1944, with Saturday classes being
held for several years in the Gimli Public School. Till 1950 Mrs. O. N.
(Sylvia) Kardal was the director. The first group of teachers working
with her consisted of Mrs. S. J. (Lara) Tergesen, Mrs. H. G. (Sigridur)
Sigurdsson, Miss Magnusina Halldorsson and Mrs. I. N. (Ingibjorg)
Bjarnason.
For a brief period after 1950 Mrs. Iris Torfason served as director,
and later Mrs. Helga Johnson.
The Chapter provided money for books and prizes. Mrs. Holmfridur Danielson of the League executive gave sets of lessons and made
several visits to Gimli to give guidance. The number of pupils varied
from about fifty to twenty, with an average of about thirty. By 1955 the
number had dwindled, but instruction was continued in private homes.
At that time lessons were given by Mrs. Kristin Thorsteinsson, Mrs. W.
J. (Gudrun) Arnason, Mrs. I. N. (Ingibjorg) Bjarnason and Mrs. J. B.
(Josefbina) Johnson, all of whom had given long-term service in this
project.
Gradually the school merged into an Icelandic Children's Choir, in
which Sylvia Kardal was still extremely active; she presided over it in
the summer season even after making her home in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Others who maintained it were Mrs. L. (Gudrun) Stevens and Mrs. E.
(Anna) Stevens. For some years Miss Carolyn Martin was accompanist, followed by Miss Janice Narfason. Mrs. Shirley Johnson aided
in this work too. There was a recent revival, with Mrs. Hedy Bjornson,
Mrs. Snjolaug Peterson and Mrs. Gunnur Isfeld directing the choir.
Throughout these thirty years the children have been constantly
called on to perform at meetings and concerts with Icelandic readings,
recitals and singing, even on one occasion at a Christmas church service. They have sung at Icelandic and centennial festivals, both at Gimli
and elsewhere. All of this has given scope to their talents.
In 1953 Mrs. Kristin Thorsteinsson, widow of the New Iceland
community leader Gudni Thorsteinsson, became president and held office for ten years. She was wholly dedicated to the preservation and
maintenance of Icelandic culture. (see Thorsteinsson family.)
During this ten-year period the Chapter took up several new ventures. I n honor of the fortieth birthday of the League it staged a drive
for membership, bringing it to 94 in 1959. In the same year, after having previously given the Betel home $40 in honor of its fortieth birthday
in 1955 and $ I00 to its building fund, it provided $500 to furnish a room
for two in the home. Funds for this were secured through a giant concert, held in the Gimli Theatre, which Harry Greenberg provided free
for this cause. Close ties with the Betel home persist to this day, and one
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meeting a year is held there with a program and refreshments for all.
Several residents are chapter members.
Support for the one remaining Icelandic-Canadian weekly,
Logberg-Heimskringla, was given-a contribution of $200, and continued since with an annual average of $50.
The old Icelandic custom of having oral reading in the home in the
evening was revived, with members and others interested forming an
adult evening reading club (Kveldlestrarklubbur). For one or two
winters Prof. Finnbogi Gudmundsson of the Faculty of Icelandic
Language and Literature of the University of Manitoba came every two
weeks to direct reading and stayed overnight at members' homes. Rev.
Bragi Fridriksson directed weekly readings one year and Miss S.
Stefansson for two or three. The members read selected examples of
Icelandic literature, the poetry of the Icelandic-Canadian poet Stephan
G. Stephansson and two sagas, Njala and Laxdaela.
In this period the chapter endeavored to revive the acting of Icelandic plays. The play "Happid" ("Luck") by Pall Ardal was presented by
a Gimli group at Lundar, Hecla Island, Gimli, and Winnipeg, with a
special showing at Betel.
A link with Iceland was formed by an annual contribution to the
Skograektarsjodur, an ecological project aiming at the reforestation
of Iceland, which was denuded of trees in the Viking age. An IcelandicCanadian forest is said to be growing there now!
Since 1958 the Gimli Chapter has usually had a float at the Icelandic celebration in Gimli, either alone or jointly with others. These have
always depicted ethnic themes: a "kveldvaka" (evening of reading in an
Icelandic home), the first Icelandic celebration committee (on the
seventy-fifth anniversary of Islendingadagurinn), the first council of
New Iceland in session (for the 1967 centennial), a viking ship twice
(once with the G.W.I.) and in 1970 as a joint centennial project of
Manitoba chapters a float in honor of Icelandic language, law, and
literature. This one, prepared at the home of Stefan J. Stefanson near
Gimli, was shown in the centennial celebrations of Gimli, Lundar, Arborg, Selkirk and Winnipeg. Several have earned prizes.
Both in this period and before, the Chapter made several contributions to Icelandic-Canadians to encourage musical or literary
talent: to the pianist Agnes Helga Sigurdson and to the singer, Oli N.
Kardal, toward their musical studies in the U.S.A. and a gift of appreciation to the writer J. Magnus Bjarnason, and a later contribution
to his memorial.
When ill health forced Mrs. Thorsteinsson to give up her office in
1963, Frank Olson, a teacher and school principal, who is also a musician and poet, succeeded her, and presided over the chapter's twentieth
anniversary celebration. While in Gimli he gave very freely of his
musical talent.
In this period interest arose in the preservation of IcelandicCanadian pioneer history, landmarks and artifacts. A Gimli Chapter
member, Jonas Jonasson, suggested at a meeting in 1963 that the
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birthplace of the Arctic explorer Vilhjalmur Stefansson, who was of
Icelandic descent, be marked in some fashion. The chapter adopted this
idea, had Mr. Jonasson bring it to a League convention and later contributed $ 100 to it. The result was that the League eventually bought a
bust of the explorer which now stands in the Centennial Centre in Winnipeg, and contributed $150 to the Arnes project of a memorial park. It
was, however, the Arnes community, spearheaded by another chapter
member, Mrs. Valdheidur Sigurdson, that enlisted the support of the
provincial and federal governments in creating the Vilhjalmur
Stefansson Memorial Park, opened in 1967.
The Chapter also contributed $100 to the Leif Ericsson plaque,
commemorating the discovery of America by Icelandic seamen, and
placed in the National Library in Ottawa. It was the centennial gift of
Icelandic-Canadians to Canada. Mrs. Lara H. Tergesen became president in 1968, and remains in that position in 1974. She was a founding
member as a young woman, and during her tenure the Chapter has been
very active. It has presented briefs to the Manitoba Mosaic Congress, a
conference on the Canada Iceland Foundation, and on centennial
projects.
in past years, the Chapter, on the suggestion of Mrs. W. J. Arnason, discussed the care of the land surrounding the pioneer cairn with
the town, which has since looked after the site. A present and closely
related interest is the preservation of the pioneer cemetery, which has
been ascertained to be the oldest publicly registered cemetery of the
Icelandic people in Canada. This project is now in the hands of a committee composed of two town councillors and four Chapter members.
The chapter made an initial gift to establish a fund for the purpose of
converting the cemetery into a worthy memorial to the pioneers.
A member, Mrs. H. (Gudrun) Stevens, having seen a map of the
Arnes district, made by the Arnes Ladies' Aid, approached Mrs.

Floats entered in various Festival parades by the Icelandic National League.
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Valdheidur Sigurdson about the possibility of making a similar map of
the Gimli district. Mrs. Sigurdson, also a Chapter member, brought up
the idea, and headed a committee which included Adolf Holm, Einar
Jon Einarson, and Stefan J. Stefanson to carry out the project. This
tremendous piece of research is now complete, with four large copies
and the negatives of the map paid for by the Chapter at $200. It shows
the exact location and name of every pioneer Icelandic farm, with an
accompanying list of owners in the margin, from Boundary Creek in the
south to three miles north of Arnes, including all of the R.M. of Gimli
and three miles into the R.M. of Bifrost. One copy is placed in the
Manitoba Archives, another for the National Library of Iceland, and
the other two for the Gimli Library and the Gimli Icelandic Museum.
The Chapter takes a keen interest in the Icelandic Museum, and
one of its own members, Stefan J. Stefanson, is chairman of the Icelandic Cultural Corporation which is in charge of establishing the museum.
The Chapter gave $200 to the Corporation, and fully supports its aims.
The Chapter observed its 30th anniversary on November 22, 1973,
with a coffee party and programme at the Betel Home. Former
members, including Ingolfur N. Bjarnason, long-time secretary, who
with his wife the late Ingibjorg, brought their droll humour to the
meetings, returned to reminisce on the past. Mr. Bjarnason donated $30
in memory of his wife at that occasion. He and Imba had served for 21
years, and they had even made the reading of minutes sound hilarious at
times. Many guests brought greetings and congratulations to the anniversary.
No meeting was complete without a sing-song, in earlier times conducted by Mrs. Sylvia Kardal, and more recently by Inga Nelson.
Sylvia's husband added to the enjoyment by singing solos in his fine
VOice.

The list of charter members who have served faithfully is too long
to record. Elias Olafson and W. J. Arnason were treasurers, a position
now held for many years by Adolf L. Holm. The coffee committee
faithfully carried out their duties, with Mrs. H. (Gudrun) Stevens making the coffee for many years. Mrs. J. B. Johnson was convener for 27
years. Mrs. W. J. Amason took over as archivist from Mrs. H. Stevens,
and she and her brother J. B. Johnson have always been active, J. B.
Johnson was vice-president the past 12 years. His daughter, Mrs. L.
Stevens, served as secretary for a number of years, followed now by
Miss Gudrun Finnson.
The League has often enjoyed visits from members of the League
executive, such as Dr. Richard Beck, Rev. P. M. Petursson, Professor
Haraldur Bessason, Magnus Eliason, and Mrs. Holmfridur Danielson.
In turn, the Chapter has entertained distinguished guests from Iceland,
among them opera singer Gudmunda Eliasdottir from New York,
Gudrun Simonar, the Bishop of Iceland, Sigurbjorn Einarsson; the
Mayor of Reykjavik, Gunnar Thoroddsen, and his wife, and Thorsteinn
Matthiasson, who was the guest of Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Tergesen for two
mbnths while researching the history of New Iceland.
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Many outstanding concerts have been held. At the reception for
President Asgeir Asgeirsson of Iceland in 1971, Col. J. F. Dunlop,
former base commander at Gimli, flew from Cold Lake, Alta. to attend, and was presented with the Honorary Certificate of Membership
in the League by its secretary, Mrs. Holmfridur Danielson, for his
publicizing of Icelandic pioneer history.
Honorary life memberships in the Icelandic National League
have been conferred on Mrs. Kristin Thorsteinsson, J. B. Johnson,
Sigurbjorg Stefansson, Jon Palsson, and Mrs. Lara Tergesen.
While it is basically an ethnic, not a service organization, with extremely limited funds, the Gimli Chapter has never been isolated from
community life, and has never failed to respond to an appeal. It has
contributed to such diverse causes as help for a Ukrainian family that
had lost its home by fire, a TV set for an invalid, flood relief in 1950, the
Gimli Recreation Centre, the Hospital Auxiliary, the Christmas
Hamper Fund, the carnival queen contests, the Gimli Arts Club, the
Gimli Band, the Gimli United Way, and furnishings for a room at
Betel. From 1952 it gave $25 annually to the Gimli Community
Cemetery. It had only $20 in its treasury when it gave the first gift to the
cemetery, and therefore had to stage a dance in the park!
It has also taken an active interest in community causes: it supported the regional library project; it had two members representing it
on the community committee dealing with the Gimli recreational
development plan; it supported the proposal for an ethnic museum, a
Viking ship, maintenance of the pioneer cemetery, retention and improvement of the Gimli Park, etc.
What of the future? The Gimli Chapter is back where it started,
spearheading the teaching of Icelandic language and culture to school
children. In 1973, a small group of volunteers was allowed to teach
weekly Icelandic classes to young children in the elementary school,
and the following year, with the support of School Superintendent John
Chalaturnyk, a pilot project brought a part-time teacher of Icelandic
into the school system for grades one to three, while the volunteers continued to assist. In 1974, Mrs. Kristine Kristofferson, a grade four
teacher, agreed to teach Icelandic to children in grades one to three,
with the approval of the Evergreen School Board. However, the
Chapter is concerned about children who have gone on to Grade four
and will receive no further Icelandic teaching. They hope for interest in
the community to continue bringing to the children of Icelandic descent, a knowledge of the language and culture of their forefathers.
In 1974, many Icelandic Canadians went to Iceland to help
celebrate the eleventh century of settlement in that country. Their tour
was led by Stefan J. Stefanson, vice-president of the Gimli Chapter, and
Mrs. Marjorie Arnason of Gimli. As we go to press, members of the
League are preparing to welcome to Gimli up to a thousand visitors
from Iceland for the centennial of New Iceland, and hope to repay in
small part the gracious hospitality accorded to Icelandic Canadians in
the country of their fathers.
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THE GIMLI DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The Gimli and District Chamber of Commerce, the first official
mcn's group to be organized in Gimli, was born in 1944 when the Rev.
Skuli Sigurgeirson, pastor of the Gimli Lutheran Church, planted the
secd in the minds of the professional and businessmen of the town. It
was he who called a meeting and acted as chairman pro tern until the
election of officers was held. The first president was Dr. Frank
Scribner, and the first secretary-treasurer was Fred Sigmundson.
The charter members included, besides the above, Dr. A. B.
Ingimundson, Dr. K. I. Johnson, G. S. Martin, Mayor Barney Egilson,
G. B. Magnusson, Fred Bergman. Dori Thorkelson, B. V. Amason,
Morris Greenberg, John K. Laxdal, Harold Bjarnason, Steve
Sigurdson, Mac McGibbon, and Ernie Leigh. Most if not all these men
served as president at some time since then. Many others have held this
important position because the executive has changed almost yearly.
From the start many citizens have been hesitant to join the Chamber,
thinking that the group \V.as strictly for business and professional
people, which is contrary to fact. Anyone truly interested in progress in
the community is welcome. Their early meetings were held in the Gimli
Hotel, but in recent years at the Falcon Cafe. Since 1968 it has been
found necessary to hire a secretary, the first being Mrs. Shirley Smith,
the second Mrs. Jerry Jenkins, and in 1974, Sue Erickson.
From its beginning the Chamber has had as objectives many things
which are similar to what it stands for today, for town planning and
improvement. One of its first concerns was the much-needed
improvement of Highway 9, particularly between Winnipeg Beach and
Gimli, which was in very poor condition.
The Chamber's most notable project was probably the work it did
to promote the installation of water and sewage in Gimli, and this
became its main objective. It was several years before their dream
became a reality. Year after year resolutions were persistently
submitted to the Provincial Government, and many public meetings
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were held in the town. The Chamber members canvassed the town to
find out what residents would install water and sewage if it became
available. There was considerable opposition and caution from those
who felt it would break the town. Many summer residents were opposed
to incurring the expense of installing these facilities in their cottages.
The efforts of those who fought so hard for this modernization finally
proved successful, and following completion of the work, there were
immediate and continuous changes in Gimli, all for the better.
In 1967, after several years of discussion and some controversy, the
Gimli Chamber of Commerce erected the now-famous Viking Statue as
their centennial project. Dick Arnason had been chairman of the
committee in charge of the investigation for a long time before the final
decision was reached. The Chamber, not usually a fund-raising group,
worked hard to raise the $15,000.00 which the statue cost to build, as
well as the other expenses connected with it. The statue was designed by
Gissur Eliasson, of the University of Manitoba, and sculptured of
fibreglass by George Barone, who had worked with marble in his native
Italy. It was erected on the triangle ofland south of the Betel Home, as
if the huge figure, fifteen feet in height, had just stepped off his Viking
ship. The President of Iceland, Asgeir Asgeirsson, who was guest
speaker at the Icelandic Festival, unveiled the statue on July 30, 1967,
assisted by Frank Cronshaw, then president of the Chamber.
The Chamber of Commerce hopes to create a quiet and beautiful
park around the Viking statue, and some funds for this project were
raised by Arnold Huppertz through signatures in a centennial book, in
1967 and in 1970. This project has been delayed, partly due to
uncertainty about the breakwater, but it is hoped it will soon be
undertaken in connection with the current lakeshore improvement.
Meanwhile, the Chamber's Viking Statue has become Gimli's symbol,
recognized throughout Canada, and a main attraction to all who visit
Gimli.

THE GIMLI GOOD NEIGHBOURS
The Gimli Good Neighbours organization was formed in 1947,
with their prime object being to work for the good of the children and
young people of the community. They celebrated their 20th anniversary
in centennial year, 1967, by holding a Confederation Dress Ball at the
Park Pavilion on May 26, and by entering an attractive float in the two
parades held during the summer, with all their members in attendance
in centennial costumes. Half of the proceeds of their dance was donated
to the Gimli District Band, and the occasion was a very pleasant one, a
highlight of centennial year, with many citizens attending in costume.
The first officers of this women's group in 1947 were: Grace
Thorkelson, president; Gudrun Martin, vice-president; Lillian
Sigmundson, secretary; Gwen Sigurdson, vice-secretary; Anne Kristjanson, treasurer. The other charter members were Chrissie Amason,
Snowy Stevens, Ella Larusson, Gunna Stevens, Sophie Kristjanson,
and Sena Kristjanson.
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Their meetings were friendly gatherings, with parties and social
evenings being held frequently, and with a minimum of business, since
their objectives were mainly local. To illustrate the appeal of this group
to all ages, there were at one time three generations of one family
represented; that is: Mrs. Rae Valgardson, her mother, Mrs. Ethel
Smith, and her daughter-in-law Olena Valgardson.
For many years they held parties for the children at Christmas
each year, and social dances for the teen-agers, until the Parish Hall
was closed, and the young people began to show lack of interest by their
absence. Public dances were frequently held, especially a Hallowe'en
masquerade dance, a very popular annual event, attended by most
Gimli citizens. In recent years town dances have been discontinued
because of poor attendance.
The Good Neighbours supported any project which they believed
to be a good cause, and especially those pertaining to children and
youth of the community. Typical among these have been aid to the
Gimli Wolves hockey club, the skating rink, and many other projects.
The club sent representatives to carnival and rink committees whenever
requested to do so. They participated in canvasses held by the March of
Dimes, and the Evergreen Cancer Unit, and have given considerable
support to the Gimli District Band, Easter Seals and the Cemetery. One
of their centennial projects was the purchase of a number of trees for
landscaping of the Gimli Cemetery. In the past they donated a great
deal of sports equipment to the schools, and co-operated with other
groups in serving at school teas.
Many members have passed through their ranks during the time
they lived in Gimli, and have been extended the hand of friendship by
this group. Each one who moved away was presented with a Good
Neighbours teaspoon and a cup and saucer. The Good Neighbours of
Gimli has now been disbanded. They were a non-sectarian group of
various nationalities and religious denominations, working for the good
of the community, and enjoying their fellowship together.
GIMLI BRANCH NO. 182 ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
The Gimli Branch No. 182 of the Royal Canadian Legion was first
organized and received its charter April 15, 1946. Henry Otter, now
deceased, was its first president.
Membership in the early years averaged 30, and meetings were
held in the old Town Hall on Second Avenue, and occasionally in the
dining room of the Gimli Hotel. When the Memorial Recreation Centre was built, members worked at and helped pay forthe completion of
the upstairs recreation room, after which they used it for their meetings.
In 1956 the branch started building the Legion Hall, located just
south of the town boundary, at Sixth A venue. Arrangements were made
to hook up to the town water and sewer services. The building, consisting of a licenced clubroom for members and friends downstairs, and
a large public hall with kitchen facilities upstairs, was completed in
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1957. Built of concrete block construction, the interior has gradually
been finished attractively with panelling. A milestone of the branch was
observed on May 1, 1965, when the mortgage was burned. The building
is valued at $50,000.00 plus fixtures and contents.
The Legion has donated free use of the upstairs hall at various
times to the Gimli Student Council, church groups, the Women's
Institute, St. John Ambulance, Gimli Cancer Unit, Girl Guides, and
Brownies. In addition, Boy Scouts and Cubs use the hall twice a week.
The Legion holds bingo there every Monday evening, and often on
Saturdays as well.
In the summer of 1966, the Gimli Legion and Ladies' Auxiliary
raised $1,000.00 to assist in sending five Gimli Scouts to a world jamboree held in Iceland. In the same year a donation of $500.00 was made
to the Gimli District Band.
Branch No. 182 has sponsored minor hockey many years, and has
seen two of its Bantam teams win the Manitoba Amateur Hockey
Association championship. In 1967, the Canadian centennial year, the
Gimli Legion spent $3,000.00 in support of Minor Hockey and entries
in the Centennial Minor Hockey playdowns.
For many years the Red Cross annual canvass for funds was conducted in the Gimli area by Legion members. They have acted as a
liaison between the Red Cross and individuals who have suffered
harships requiring aid.
In 1954 the branch won the provincial shield and the Angus
McLeod Cup for the largest increase in membership in their district. In
centennial year they raised their membership to over 200.
The branch works in conjunction with the field representative of
the Department of Veterans' Affairs in looking after the needs of
veterans in the district.

Unveiling the Centaph. November II.
1967.
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In remembrance.

An annual scholarship of $50.00 in memory of late president N orman McLellan, who died in office, is awarded to the son or daughter of
a veteran graduating from Gimli Composite High School, and a second
$50.00 Memorial Scholarship was later set up to be awarded annually,
as a memorial to all deceased members.
In the past few years sponsorship of young people attending
leadership camp in track and field at the Legion Camp at the International Peace Garden has been provided by the branch, a program
which is constantly being expanded.
Recently a set of books by the late Sir Winston Churchill was
donated to the Gimli branch of the Evergreen Library.
In 1974, the Gimli Legion assisted the Kinsmen Club by donating
$1,250.00 to pay for one month's rent of the Aspen Recreation Centre
at the Industrial Park.
To climax several years of planning, an attractive stone and brick
cenotaph, in memory of the fallen in two WorId Wars and Korea, was
erected by the branch on the centre strip on First Avenue, as their 1967
centennial project. Designed and built by a local artisan, Leonard
Ciszewski, it was unveiled and dedicated in a solemn, simple ceremony
as part of the Remembrance Day service on November 11, 1967.
Since then, the wreaths presented each Remembrance Day are laid
at the Cenotaph, but most years the service is held at the Legion Hall,
due to the coolness of the weather. For a year or so the service was held
at Gimli Composite High School.
The Gimli Legion conducts the annual Poppy Day tag day on the
Saturday prior to November 11, which has always been supported
generously by the community. Proceeds help to employ handicapped
veterans who make the wreaths and poppies. The Fund also provides
emergency aid to families of veterans and servicemen when required.
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Branch No. 182, Royal Canadian Legion, has since its organization played an important part in community activities, not only for
veterans and their families. It pledges its continued support towards
veterans and their families, and those presently serving in the Armed
Forces, as well as to the welfare of youth and the community as a
whole.

THE GIMLI KINSMEN CLUB
The object of Kinsmen Clubs is to promote and direct fellowship
among young men within Canada to the end that
I. they may be improved and educated in modern business and
professional methods and ethics;
2. that the interest of each in the welfare of his community be
stimulated;
3. that constitutional authority may be upheld;
4. that the spirit of co-operation, tolerance, understanding and equality
between nations and all peoples be fostered and stimulated, and that
unity of thought and purpose throughout the Dominion be established
towards that goal;
5. that they carryon service work within their community.
The Gimli Kinsmen Club was chartered on February 13, 1950,
with 21 members present. They were sponsored by the Selkirk Kinsmen
Club. The charter was presented by Governor Charlie Walkof of
District 2. Representatives of Kinsmen Clubs from Winnipeg,
Stonewall, Selkirk, Morden, St. Boniface, St. Vital, and Norwood,
were present. Messages were received from clubs across Canada as well
as from the Founder of Kinsmen, Hal Rogers, and the National
President, J. W. Sutcliff of Kenora.
The first president of the Gimli Kinsmen Club was Dr. K. I.
Johnson, who now lives at Gladstone, Man. Other officers were G. S.
Martin, vice president, Walter Zdebiak, secretary, Mike Pawlinski,
treasurer. Other charter members were B. V. Amason, V. M. Amason,
Lionel Beauchemin, Michey Beauchemin, W. M. (Mac) Dryden, Sam
Greenberg, Oli P. Josephson. Hannes Kristjanson, Ted Kristjanson,
Dan Sigmundson, Fred Sigmundson, Eric Stefan son, Art Washburn,
Eric Orton, Jack Kaminski, Adolf Wakun, Halldor Peterson.
The Kinsmen slogans are:
"HELP THE KINSMEN HELP THE KIDDIES"
and
"SERVING THE COMMUNITY'S GREATEST NEED"
Their first major undertaking was the Easter Seals campaign. The
first campaign netted $650.00 It has grown steadily until it reached
$2,000.00 in 1974. Easter Seals are sent by the Gimli Club to all parts of
the northern Interlake, and the money realized goes to help the
Association for Crippled Children and Adults.
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The Gimli Club also has a committee to receive reports of children
in the area requiring assistance from the fund, and to make
arrangements for them.
Shortly after the club was organized, it raised $200.00 to aid in
fighting the disastrous Red River flood. In 1951, the club held its first
Red Cross Blood Donor Clinic, which was an annual project many
years after. The club donated a refrigerator to Johnson Memorial
Hospital for the storage of blood.
In 1952, the club leased two lots for a children's playground. After
much hard work, filling, levelling, and seeding to grass, playground
equipment was installed. Club members by volunteer work parties have
kept the Kin Playground in good condition, and trees planted have
grown to provide pleasant shade for the children who play there.
Similar equipment has been donated to the Gimli Park, for children
who live in the north end of town, and to the Evergreen Development
playground, in 1969.
Safety slogans were installed throughout the town of Gimli, to
make citizens more safety conscious.
In 1951 the club began its sponsorship of the Pee Wee Hockey
League, purchasing sweaters, stockings, and sticks for 80 boys. By
1974, the League has grown to about 175 boys. Trophies were presented
each year, as well as hockey crests for all the boys. A Hockey Coordinator is hired now to allot ice time and various Kinsmen and other
sports-minded men coach the teams.
Little League baseball is also a Kin project, in which they look after
coaching and uniforms for about 60 boys.
In 1953, the Gimli Kinsmen supplied cribs for the nursery at
Johnson Memorial Hospital, and in 1956 a mobile cart for books and
magazines was donated to the hospital. The club had a committee
which visited the hospital, taking small gifts for hospitalized children.
At Christmas time, treats are taken to the hospital and to the Betel
Home and the Senior Citizen's Home at Arborg. Every resident of the
homes receives a Christmas card with a dollar enclosed.
One of the outstanding services provided by the Kinsmen Club for
a number of years, was the Gimli Ambulance. A separate association
was incorporated by the club to operate the ambulance, which was
driven on a volunteer basis by members, and which fulfilled a muchneeded service in the community. It was reluctantly brought to an end
in 1968, for a number of reasons, among them the need for a new
ambulance and the difficulty of maintaining a supply of qualified
drivers. The club has since provided a new ambulance at a cost of
$12,500.00 which is leased to the Interlake Ambulance Service operated
by Luke Zaborosky.
In 1955 the club donated a television set to the Betel Home. When
the Home was being enlarged, in 1956, the Kinsmen Club held a giant
open-air Kingo, for Betel, raising $2,450.00, to which they added
$1,150.00 to donate the total cost of furnishing a complete unit of the
new addition.
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CharIer members Kinsmen Club. Rear, L.-R.: Arl Washburn, B. V. Amason, Sam
CrecnbclX, Hannes Krisljanson, Eric OrIon, Danny Sigmundson, Mac Dryden, Lionel
Beauchemin, ali P. Josephson, Ted Krisljanson, Mickey Beauchemin. Fronl: Eric
Sle/cJ/lSon. Fred Sigmundson, Cunsi Marlin, Dr. K. I. Johnsol1, Waller Zdebiak, Mike
Pa\\'!il1ski, Adolph Wakul1.

Also in 1955, the Gimli Kinsmen undertook to construct a ramp at
Lakeside Fresh Air Camp, for the use of wheelchair campers. The ramp
was maintained by the club until high water made the ramp unusable.
Members visit the camp each summer to take ice cream to the
handicapped campers and hold a small Bingo for the campers. In 1974
Zone 2 Kinsmen Club donated $20,000.00 towards the new Gimli
Camp for the handicapped. Other projects have included assistance to
the Boy Scouts in sending delegates to a convention at Niagara Falls,
and five Scouts to the jamboree in Iceland in 1966; sponsorship of the
Beaver Club Pack, a pack for retarded boys; annual donations to the
Gimli Memorial Recreation Centre, building fund totalled $63,000.00
put to use in the installation of artificial ice and the building of an
addition to the rink. In 1972 the Club purchased a Zamboni Ice
Machine at a cost of $13,000.00. In 1973 $2,500.00 was donated
towards purchase of a new penalty time clock. Students have been
sponsored to the United Nations seminars; donations were made to the
Gimli Community Cemetery and to the Hurricane Hazel Flood Relief
Fund; steel ladders were installed on the Gimli dock. A donation of
$1,500.00 gave the Gimli branch of the Association for Retarded
Children a good start, enabling them to set up a class for these children
\vhen none was provided in the public school system. A donation of
$500.00 assisted in the organization of the Gimli District Band, in 1966.
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For a number of years the Kinsmen assumed responsibility for the
hiring of life guards for the Gimli Beach, and maintenance of a lifesaving boat purchased by the club obtaining a grant from the Town
towards the operating costs. In 1969, five life guards were hired for the
summer months. Kinsmen organize and supervise the Red Cross Water
Safety programme, now at the swimming pool at the Industrial Park.
Another project successfully carried out was the planting of trees on the
boulevards of several Gimli streets, following the paving of the roads.
Money for all these projects is raised in various ways, but the main
source of revenue is the weekly Bingo held each Thursday first at the
Gimli Legion Hall, and now at the arena. The club held a suit of the
month draw on a year round basis until the 400 Club draw was started
and occasionally other raffles and pools are held. In 1970 they
conceived the idea of a 400 Club, which has successfully replaced all
smaller draws.
Socially, the Kinsmen hold a yearly golf tournament, an annual
bonspiel, and a barbecue to wind up for the summer. The highlight of
each year is the annual birthday party and Ladies' Night, originally
held at Minerva Hall, later at the Legion Hall, and more recently, at the
Viking Motor Hotel and Aspen Lounge. Regular dinner meetings are
held twice a month, except during July and August.
At the 20th anniversary birthday party in 1970, an honorary life
membership was presented to Dave Oakley in recognition of his years
of dedicated service in the club, in every phase of its activity. The
presentation was made by Harold Dalman, president of the K-40 Club,
which had been organized by members over the age of 40, in 1966. Mr.
Dalman was one of the few Kinsmen ever to hold office of deputy
governor of Zone 2 for two terms, which happened when a newly
elected deputy governor left the Zone, and Mr. Dalman was asked to
continue in office another year. Dr. Oakley, a past president, had held
almost every office in the club, as well as being active in every project
since he joined in 1954. He was a major driving force behind the skating
rink project. In 1973 A. K. (Zeke) Valgardson was presented with the
second life membership by president Bob Thordarson. Zeke has been
"M r. Bingo" for the club in the past 20 years and a solid active member
in all aspects of club activities. Both Dave and Zeke are life members of
the Association now.
Gimli Kinsmen are also active at the District level, participating in
Council and Zone meetings. District conventions, golf tournaments,
and bon spiels. Gimli won the District 2 curling trophy in 1957. The club
has won the Roberts Alexander efficiency trophy as the most efficient
club in District 2 several times. Gimli hosted the Fail Zone meeting in
1969, and the Zone - Bonspiel in 1970. Spring Zone meeting 1972, Art
Schwartz District Service Shield in 1972, for the best project in District
2 the operation of the Kinsmen Rec. Centre at the Industrial Park.
The following Gimli Kinsmen have served as deputy governors in
the Zone:
B. V. Arnason, Harold Dalman (2 terms), and Art Hawkes.
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The following men have served as president:
1950 - Dr. K. I. Johnson, followed by G. S. Martin;
1950 - 1951, W. M. (Mac) Dryden;
1951 - 1952, Eric Stefan son;
1952 - 1953, B. V. Amason;
1953 - 1954, Frank Amason;
1954 - 1955, Verne Benedictson;
1955 - 1956, Art Washburn; 1956 - 1957, Mickey Beauchemin;
1957 - 1958, Ted Amason; 1958 - 1959, 01i P. Josephson;
1959 - 1960, Oli Narfason; 1960 - 1961, Dave Oakley;
1961 - 1962, Tom Barker; 1962 - 1963, Les Vann;
1963 - 1964, Mike Moroz; 1964 - 1965, Bill Trynacity;
1965 - 1966, Gordon Amason; 1966 - 1967, Zeke Valgardson;
1967 - 1968, Doug Kozlowski; 1968 - 1969, Gudni Magnusson;
1969 - 1970, Al Smalley; 1970 - 1971, Danny Sigmundson;
1971 - 1972, Walter Einarson; 1972 - 1973, Norm Taylor;
1973 - 1974, Bob Thordarson; 1974 - 1975, Ed Pancoe.
Officers serve in an office for only one year. Regular attendance at
meetings is mandatory, and if a member is absent from three
consecutive meetings without permission, he is suspended. Members at
age 40 become Privileged Members who enjoy all privileges of Active
Members except the right to hold office in the Kinsmen Club. These
members can also join an active K-40 Club.
There is no doubt that since the Kinsmen Club was organized in
Gimli, it has been the biggest contributor of service in the community in
every way, and has had a profound influence and effect both on its
members and others.
GIMLI KINETTE CLUB
The Gimli Kinette Club is a ladies' auxiliary to the Kinsmen Club,
and only wives of Kinsmen may belong to it. It provides fellowship for
wives of Kinsmen, and gives them opportunities to assist the Kinsmen
in their projects. For the most part, any money raised by the Kinettes is
turned over to the Kinsmen Club to be used for their projects. Only with
the permission of the men's club can money be raised for any other purpose.
The Gimli Kinette Club was organized 1952, with Mrs. Eric
Stefanson as charter president, Mrs. Fred Sigmundson as secretary,
and Mrs. Doug Smith as treasurer.
The ladies decided to keep their meetings brief, and to hold them at
the Falcon Cafe once a month, on the third Monday. Their main fundraising project has been the dress of the month raffle. From this they
have managed to finance extra projects such as an annual $100.00
scholarship to a graduate of Gimli High School, and monthly bingo
parties for residents of the Betel Home, and St. Benedict's Manor
which they hold to provide entertainment for the senior citizens, and an
annual Dental Clinic.
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One of their long-standing projects has been the dressing of dolls to
be donated at Christmas to children at Children's Hospital and Johnson
Memorial Hospital, to which they have added donations of toys for
little boys. They assist at blood donor clinics, Pee Wee hockey windups, and other Kinsmen projects. For years they worked on tag days
held by the Kinsmen, which have now been discontinued. They assisted
other women's groups in town by canvassing for the March of Dimes
and the Cancer Society. In all major Kin-undertakings, the Kinettes
are on hand to assist, including the weekly bingo nights. The highlight
of the Kinette year is their annual birthday party, held in January, with
each member bringing a guest and the Kinettes providing the entertainment, such as court whist or bingo.
The same rules for elections exist for the Kinettes as for the
Kinsmen, with each officer holding office for one year only, and regular
attendance at meetings a requirement for continued membership.
The following members have held the office of president of the
Kinette Club of Gimli:
1951 - 1952, Sigrun Stefanson; 1952 - 1953, Kay Marchbank, also
Chrissie Amason;
1953 - 1954, Marie Amason; 1954 - 1955, Doris Johnson;
1955 - 1956, Lillian Sigmundson; 1956 - 1957, Frances Barker;
1957 - 1958, Annie Kristjanson; 1958 - 1959, Ionia Beauchemin;
1959 - 1960, Muriel Bailey; 1960 - 1961, Rooney Stevens;
1961 - 1962, Sheila Dalman; 1962 - 1963, Elene Oakley;
1963 - 1964, Marie Hawkes; 1964 - 1965, Cecelia Vann;
1965 - 1966, Marge Trynacity; 1966 - 1967, June Valgardson;
1967 - 1968, Josephine Amason; 1968 - 1969 Josephine Solmundson;
1969 - 1970, Carol Thordarson; 1970 - 1971, Mary Zylenko;
1971 - 1972, Diane Isfeld; 1972 - 1973 Pat Taylor;
1973 - 1974, Beverley Kozlowski; 1974 - 1975, Marion Sigmundson.
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VIKING LODGE NO. 175, A.F. & A.M. G.R.M.
In 1963 fifty-six Masons from Gimli and Riverton areas made a
request to the Grand Lodge of Manitoba to form a new lodge at Gimli.
On January 24,1964, the Grand Master of Manitoba, Most Worshipful
Brother Alex Siess or, assisted by all the Grand Lodge officers, installed
the officers of Viking Lodge No. 175, as follows: Worshipful MasterBro. Arthur John Seaby; Senior Warden - Bro. J. S. E. Beauchemin;
Junior Warden - Bro. S. M. Miskey; Treasurer - Wor. Bro. N. K.
Stevens; Secretary - Wor. Bro. J. H. Menzies; Chaplain - Bro. W.
Buck; Sr. Deacon - Bro. F. I. Nugent; Jr. Deacon - Bro. P. Onysko;
Sr. Steward - Bro. V. Sigurdson; Jr. Steward - Bro. J. B. L.
Beauchemin; D. of C. - Wor. Bro. T. R. Kristjanson; I. G. - Bro. J.
T. Arnason; Tyler - Bro. C. J. Stevens.
Viking Lodge now has a membership of one hundred and ten. They
have on two different occasions initiated four brothers of one family at
the same time, namely the sons of the late W. J. Arnason, and later the
sons of Eric Stefanson. At the present time all the officers are young
men who have been initiated since the inauguration.
Viking Lodge has supported the Canadian Association for the
Mentally Retarded with generous annual donations, and sent Christmas hampers to the widows of Masons. Members enter both golf and
curling tournaments in the Tenth Masonic District. They have taken
part in the District Quiz contests and have twice been the winners, a
record to be proud of.
Many of the older brethren of Viking had originally been members
of Lisgar Lodge, or Selkirk, which is the second oldest lodge in
Manitoba. They celebrated their one hundredth anniversary in 1971,
and Viking, being the daughter lodge, took part in the celebration of
this honorable occasion.
Viking and Lisgar Lodges join in sponsoring annual Ladies'
Nights, which are held alternately at Gimli and Selkirk. A number of
invited guests join in the fellowship on these occasions, which are
looked forward to by all.
The following have been Masters of Viking Lodge; J. S. E.
Beauchemin, 1965; T. R. Kristjanson, 1966; J. T. Arnason, 1967, V. J.
Sigurdson, 1968; J. L. B. Beauchemin, 1969; E. C. Chudd, 1970; F. G.
Sigmundson, 1971; S. J. Greenberg, 1972; W. Steeves; 1973, J. A.
Rozecki; 1974.

ROTARY CLUB OF GIMLI
On Nov. 30, 1967, nine Gimli men met to discuss the possible formation of a Rotary Club, and elected a temporary president, Desmond
T. George, and two temporary chairmen, Harold Dalman and Len Gill.
They decided to try to find 20 interested men to form a club. Several
meetings were held during succeeding months, with Past District
Governor Jack Veitch in attendance at some of the meetings. The 15
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men who by then had signed up requested the Selkirk Rotary Club to
sponsor them on Feb. 27. Jack Veitch supervised the election of the
following charter officers: President, Des George; vice-president,
Harold Dalman; secretary, Len Gill; treasurer, Carl MacDonald;
sergeant-at-arms, Ralph Keiser; directors, J. V. Arnason, Sam
Greenberg, John Chalaturnyk, Dr. Jonas Johnson, and Ralph Keiser.
The charter was dated March II, 1968. Charter Night was held
June 14, 1968. By then, a valued member, Len Gill, had passed away.
The club meets every Tuesday at the Falcon for a dinner meeting.
Business is kept as brief as possible, and fellowship and education are
emphasized.
The club has given much service to the community since it was
organized. One of its first projects was support of 4-H Club work, and
the donation of the Len Gill Trophy to the Minerva 4-H Garden Club.
It continues to take an interest in and to support 4-H work. Communication is encouraged with clubs all over the world, and study of the
countries involved. Many banners and gifts have been exchanged, and
visitors have come to the club. The club has held several country auctions and carnivals to raise funds for service work. They now sponsor an
annual skateathon, and they spearheaded the first Gimli Fair in 1973.
They sponsored a safe-driving competition; Junior Achievement; support the Ecumenical Council Hamper Fund, the Rotary Foundation,
and have a foster-child in Brazil who receives monthly donations; they
donated a set of tables and chairs to the Gimli Arena, chairs to Arnes
Hall, and an electric stove to Minerva Hall; a colour TV to the Johnson
Memorial Hospital, and $400 towards the heart monitor and
defibrillator.

Past President John Chalatllrllyk. Connie Christianson 0/ POr/age 10 Prairie
District (jOl'emor alld President Sall1
(jreellherg Cllllillg 5th Allnil·er.wry cake.

Carl MacDonald helping Japanese ".1111hassador TOll1ahiko Hamshi into his
··!fal'I'.\' Coat".
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Rotary donates towards every community project, and enfers a
float in the Icelandic Festival each summer. They send two students to
the Model United Nations Assembly each year. They presented briefs
when suggestions were sought for projects for the Gimli Development
Corporation grants.
Presidents following Des George have been Harold Dalman, J. V.
Arnason, John Chalaturnyk, Sam Greenberg, and Dr. Jonas Johnson in
1973. Elections are held in June for one-year terms. Rotary Club
members are classified according to occupation, and strictly speaking,
there must be only one of each classification in a club, resulting in diversity of interests.
The Four-WAY Test of the things we think, say, or do, is their
creed:
First - Is it the TRUTH?
Second - Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Third - Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Fourth - Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
In 1974, the Rotary Club of Gimli donated $500.00 to the Gimli
Women's Institute to assist in the publication of this history, Gimli
Saga. Carl MacDonald became president in July, 1974.
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WAR RECORDS

ROLL OF HONOUR, 1914-1918.
Dalman, Arni (Arthur)
Dalman, N orman
Daniels, John Joseph
Danielson, Benjamin Ingimar
Einarsson, Asmundur
Einarsson, Kristinn Ari
Einarson, Magnus
Einarsson, Sveinn
Fenn, George
Finnson, Einar G.
Finnson, Unnsteinn (Steini)
Gillies, Gudmundur Hafsteinn
Gillies, Carl Eyjolfur
Guttormsson, Bjorn
Hanson, Joseph H.
Hermansson, William C. F.
Johnson, Jon Marteinn V.
Johnson, Valdimar Rafn
Jonasson, Baldur Norman
Jonasson, Jonas
Jonatansson, Jon
Josephson, Sigmundur H.
Kernested, Kristjan Wilhelm F.

Larusson, Sigursteinn
Lee, Dennis
Magnusson, Franklin Bergthor
Magnusson, Gudmundur Bjorgvin
Magnusson, Hallgrimur F.
Magnusson, Magnus
Myrmann, Thorsteinn S.
Narfason, Gudjon Erlendur
Olson, Benjamin Franklin
Petursson, Bjorn
Petursson, Karl Herbert
Petursson, Thorleifur Petur
Schnerch, John
Sigurgeirsson, Alexander
Sigurgeirsson, Skuli J.
Solmundson, Johann Kari
Tergesen, Sigurdur Petur
Tergesen, Sven Johann
Thidriksson, Agust
Thompson, Petur Gisli
Thordarson, Ingolfur A.
Thordarson, Thordur Gordon

FALLEN IN BATTLE
Arason, Arnleifur
Chiswell, R. W. J., Sergeant
Dunn, St. Clair, Captain
Kristjanson, Baldur
Olson, Petur Alexander
Polson, Archibald Jon
Stefansson, Julius Valtyr
365

HONOUR ROLL, 1939-1945
The following residents of Gimli, and men who had attended
school at Gimli, were members of the Armed Forces during World War
Two. Their names are recorded on the honour rolls at the Gimli Legion
Hall and the Gimli Lutheran Church. Two stars beside the name indicates that that man was killed during the war, and the one star indicates that he was deceased by 1970.
Amason, J. T.
Amason, J. V.
Amason, M. B.
Amason, T. K.
Amason, V. M.
Amason, K. E.
Amason, S. A.
Arason, E.
Bjamason, Jon
Benson, H.
Bristow, F.
Burrows, Mac.
Danielson, M. D.
Davidson, Mundi
Da vidson, Bill
Einarson, Sigurjon
Einarson, Elert J.
Erickson, S.

*Einarson, Carl H.
Ellison, Ellis
Gottfried, A.
Gottfried, J. A.
Gottfried, J. C.
Gottfried, R.
Greenberg, N. M.
Greenberg, S. J.
Greenberg, Ted
Greenberg, Ben
Helgason, Laugi
Howardson, J. T.
** Johnson, Freeman J. G.
Johnson, H. O.
Jacobson, B.A.
*Jacobson, L.
Johannson, Joe
Johnson, Gisli

Ell'l"l Einarson. Air Force. Harvey Benson. Navl'. Joe Slevens Army.
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Stevens, William
*Solmundson, J. K.
*Solmundson, J. T.
*Solumundson, B.
Solmundson, Marvin
**Solmundson, Oscar
Solmundson, Franz
Solmundson, Bara
Slywka, S.
Stevenson, Robert
Sveinsson, L. R.
Stevens, Joseph N.
**Solmundson, Kjartan
Tergesen, Alma
Thordarson, L.
Thordarson, B.
Thordarson, E.
Torfason, S. Lloyd
Valgardson, Allan K.
Valgardson, Earl S.
**Wilkinson, Einar Thor
*Wilkinson, Walter John
Wilkinson, Joseph Lome

Johnson, Burnie
*Jonasson, Einar S.
** Johnson, Bjorn J.
*Johnson, Theodore E.
Johnson, Johann
Johnson, Sigmundur
Johnson, Sigmar
Johnson, Edwald
Jacobson, Gunnlaugur
Johannson, Carlyle
Krulicki, Nick
Landy, B.
Magnusson, Joe
Olson, P. A.
Olson, Paul
Olson, T. K.
*Otter, George H.
**Otter, Einar H.
Otter, Oscar
Otter, Ernest
Rech, S.
Rech, H.
Sigurgeirson, Gilbert
Stevens, K. F.

Back Roll', I.-R.: Norman Greenherg, Jack Wilkinson, Oscar So/mIIndson, Ben
SO/JIllllldson, Bllddy Biomsoll, Joe Wilkinson. Front roll', L.-R.: Bllddl' JOIIIIsson, Gllsti
Jllcohson, AI/III1 Va/gardson, Jory T. Amason, Lo/yd Tor(ason, Mm:vin So/mllndson.
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LETTER TO THE SOLDIERS
The letter reproduced below was sent to all the Gimli boys serving
overseas during World War 2, to tell them about happenings back home
in Gimli.
Gimli, Man.
June 30, 1943
Dear Boys,
This is the voice of old Gimli, bringing greetings and best wishes to
all you boys overseas. We thought you might enjoy a breath of
something small and simple after all the magnificent buildings you have
no doubt been visiting in England; hence this letter. But remember,
don't let England's beauty spoil you for Gimli, because we want you all
back again just as you used to be. When Westminster Abbey leaves you
speechless, just think how speechless the whole town was when we saw
our new post office going up, brick by brick. That was something to
brag about. Maybe we haven't got a St. Paul's Cathedral, but we have
two churches with real stained glass windows and one of them has
lights. Every town can't boast of that. And when you stare at
Buckingham Palace, don't let it get you down. Just think of old Betel,
all solid brick and guaranteed to last a long time.
Well, now I'll go on to the local news. Our fishermen left in the
first week in June, and the whole town turned out to see them go. There
were 14 boats jammed full of men and dogs, towed behind the Goldfield.
Boy, was it a sight! One fellow (no names mentioned) kept throwing
kisses to his girl until the boats disappeared on the horizon; and that
was a little disturbing of course, but we overlooked it. Oli Kardal
almost gummed up the works when his engine, which was perfectly new
and installed this spring, refused to cough up a single bark. Oli did his
best, while the rest of the boys with old engines stood around and
grinned. I can't tell you what Oli said ... it would never get past the
censor. The last I heard, somebody towed him to the Goldfield and tied
his boat in behind. Meantime the photographer buzzed in and out with
his camera, tripping up women and children, and tangling up his
paraphernalia. But eventually he succeeded in securing some good
photographs of the Town's most outstanding event.
The Gimli boys are deserting us right and left, most of them going
into the navy. (No reflection on the army, I'm sure). The "man" situation is getting so bad that I hear the girls are showing signs of interest in
the younger Betel boys ... that is, those who can still hear.
Billy Stevens is home on two weeks' leave from the navy. Joey Arnason, who looks very dashing in his navy uniform, is home on leave
too. Burney Johnson (another marine) hoped and prayed that he would
not be sent to the west coast, and just before he left, he heard the glad
tidings that they were heading east. Was Burney ever tickled! Then,
when his train stopped at a big city, Burney got out to look over the girl
population, only to find that he was in Regina and heading west. What
happened then is definitely censored. He and Harold Johnson (one of
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Teenie's twins) were sent on Vancouver's biggest battleship, and
eyerybody wondered how Burney came in for such luck. However, as
his behaviour is a little erratic, the boys have decided privately that he
will never make an admiral. We still think that Burney is a good egg,
and we don't care a bang if he is never made an admiral. Joe Stevens is
waiting for his results to see if he can get into the navy too.
Oscar Solmundson has earned his wings, and is now stationed in
Vancouver. He had a narrow squeak one day when he was soloing. Just
before landing, he looked down to see if everything was O.K. and what
did he see but an ambulance, a fire-truck, and a crowd of officers and
men waving their arms in all directions. He said that the ambulance
bothered him the most. His plane was on fire, but he managed to land it
without damage to it or injury to himself. What his superior officers
said to him is not known, but Oscar's face was very red when he was
through. If he taught any of you boys you may enjoy the thought of
your ex-teacher, the guy who used to bawl you out when you forgot
your homework, being taken on the carpet and tasting his own
medicine. All joking aside, we're very glad that good old Oscar came
out of it in one piece.
Teddy Arnason is at home now, on a two-month farm leave. His
brother Valdi had an operation on his nose, and was sent home to
recuperate. He is coming along well. Loli Solumundson is stationed in
Brandon, and so is Mac Sigurdson (Burrows). Mac is an instructor
now.
Now for some news about the people who are still at home.
Harry Greenberg is running the show four times a week now, and
we think that is really something to talk about. He has some very good
shows, too.
Thor Ellison has bought the meat market, and is selling both fish
and meat. By the way, people are even buying sunfish and filleted
suckers ... something that has never been done before -at five cents a
pound for each. They will be filleting the minnows next.
We have had a very wet, cold spring here, so that most activities
around town are behind schedule.
By the way, the campers played a fine trick on us. They cleaned out
all the dried and canned fruit in the stores, except one can of green
plums which they overlooked at the Farmers' Co-operative. There was
a stampede when the news got around.
Herb Helgason is building a big garage at the corner where Doddi
Thordarson's house used to be.
Alma Tergesen has been in the Women's Army for some time now,
and was sent to Gimli to recruit. She had her headquarters in her
father's store, and got three recruits ... all the clerks whom Tergesens
had. I haven't heard how old Mr. Tergesen took it. The girls were Lena
Wawrykow, Eleanor Stevens, and Agnes Sumpter.
By the way, if any of you boys had your eyes cast on little Anna
Bjarnason, who works at Robbie's, you had better forget it. She is
flashing a diamond now.
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The "baby" situation is doing well in Gimli. The Benny
Greenbergs had another boy (wrong order sent out, I hear); the
Dempsey Valgardsons had another boy (the stork was wrong again);
and the Dr. Scribners a girl (right this time). Lena and Eggert Bjarnason had their third girl. Three girls in a row is rather discouraging.
The teaching staff will remain the same, I hear, with the exception
of Alex Ewanchuk, who has taken a position in the Centennial School
in West Kildonan.
The park has been opened, and all the young fry go there.
Well, this will have to come to a close. Hope you enjoyed your little visit home. I am sure I am speaking for the whole town when I wish
you the best of everything, and that you will be home soon.
Very sincerely,
The Town Crier of Gimli
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BETEL HOME FOUNDATION

THE BETEL HOME
As early as the turn of the century, people of Icelandic origin in
Manitoba felt the need for a home for the aged. It was at a Lutheran
Ladies' Aid meeting in January, 1901 that Fru Lara Bjarnason, wife of
the Rev. Jon Bjarnason, expressed this need, and the group raised
$50.00 to start the project, which by 1907 they had raised to $100.00. By
1913, the fund was up to $3,000, and the Icelandic Lutheran Synod took
over responsibility for establishing a Home for the Aged. At their convention in 1914 it was decided to rent a house, but it was not until
March I, 1915, that a house at 854 Winnipeg Avenue, Winnipeg, was
rented, and the first resident, Elisabet J onsdottir was admitted. very iII.
Dr. B. J. Brandson was first chairman, and held that position until
his death in 1944.
The first Home accommodated ten people, and rapidly became too
small, so an empty hotel in the southwest corner of Gimli, built by a
German named Mr. Wolfe, and called The Beaver House, was purchased. It had room for 25 residents, and there were 20 more on the waiting
list. Beaver House had provided accommodations for railroaders when
the track was being laid to Gimli, and had 15 bedrooms upstairs, plus
four down, a large dining room, kitchen, and living room. The only
lights were coal oil lamps. With it were six lots, and during the years the
Home was located there, a small farm was operated, with cattle, grain,
and a garden on which some of the residents worked. Many of the
women worked at spinning and knitting to pay for their share of the upkeep.
The day the first residents arrived in Gimli, a lovely lunch had been
packed for them by the Lutheran Ladies' Aid of Winnipeg. Somehow it
was forgotten, and the staff had to make a hasty search of the village of
Gimli for replacements.
The Rev. B. B. Jonsson dedicated the new Home Oct. 3, 1915, and it
was named Betel (House of God).
In 1916 a $1700.00 mortgage was taken on the Home, and it was
decided to enlarge it. However, it was both expensive and impractical.
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Wolf;,'s Hotel which in 1915 was rented by Betel Board for a home for the aged.

In 1917 an elderly recluse, Jon Helgason, who everybody had
thought was poor, died in Winnipeg, leaving everything he possessed to
the Betel Home. This amount proved to be considerable, and together
with nearly $3,000.00 raised by the 1912 promotion committee, headed
by Olafur Eggertsson, who held concerts in memory of his wife, Johanna Straumfjord, there was enough money to purchase the Lakeview
Hotel on First Avenue overlooking Lake Winnipeg, from Mr. Christie.
Cost of the substantial building plus renovations was $9,065.94. Olafur
Olafsson was hired as manager, bookkeeper, buyer, farmer, and fisherman for the Home. There was now room for 40 residents.
The new building required complete renovation, and before the
residents moved in on Dec. 12, 1917, the ladies of Gimli groups
scrubbed and polished to make it spotless for them. On moving day,
everyone was transported to the new Home in large sleighs drawn by
double horse teams. One old lady insisted on carrying her precious spinning wheel with her, rather than trust it to the movers. On their arrival,
a delicious lunch was served. by the Lutheran Ladies' Aid.
In 1922, before it had been sold, Beaver House burned to the
ground.
Betel Home soon became too small again, and by 1927 it had 50
residents. In 1925 C. H. Thordarson of Chicago donated $5,000 to
Betel, and in 1928, after Dr. Brandson had made a trip to Chicago to

The Betel Home for the Aged.
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Old folks home.

see the wealthy industrialist, he donated another $10,000, making an
addition to the building possible. The addition cost $12,000 and gave
accommodation for 16-18 more residents.
In 1925 Betel owned a farm west of the track, where cows and
chickens were kept.
When old age pensions were brought in, in 1931, an annual grant
of $500 from the Manitoba government was discontinued.
Miss Elinora Julius was the first matron ofthe Home, and in Sept.,
1915, Mrs. Asdis Hinriksson became her assistant.
When Fru Lara died in 1921, $1000 was set aside from the funds of
the Home to an endowment fund in her memory, called the Pioneer
Memorial Fund. Other bequests were received, including 320 acres of
land east of Emerson, from the estate of S. Josephson of Mountain,
N.D., $3400 from the estate ofThordur Sigmundsson of Gardar. N.D.
and $1400 from Icelanders of Montana. By 1930 the Pioneer Memorial
Fund was reported to have reached $'18,000.
During the depression years, public support was of necessity very
low, but in 1935 a gift from a friend, of $1000, made it possible to build
a new cattle barn.
Miss Julius and Mrs. Hinriksson both retired in 1933. Miss Julius,
who was nurse as well as Matron, passed away in 1939. Mrs.
Hinriksson, who was cook and housekeeper as well as Assistant
Matron, remained on as a resident for 37 years, passing away in 1952 at
the age of 94 years.
In 1933 Olafur Olafsson retired, remaining as resident, and passing
away in 1942.
Miss Inga Johnson, R.N. became Matron in 1933, and managed
the Home with great efficiency. She took a heart attack in 1944, and
had to leave Betel. Miss Margaret Sveinsson became Matron, continuing until 1948, when Mrs. J. A. Tallman became Matron. Miss
Sveinsson stayed on as nurse, and later resident.
By 1952, five beds had been taken to create a suite for the Matron,
and two more to build fire escapes, leaving the Home with 52-bed
capacity. A new staff house was built in 1946, providing space for eight
staff members who had formerly occupied space in the Home. This staff
house was used till 1966, when it was sold for $2,000 and moved away
by its new owner to Riverton. Staff members, many of whom are now
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1935 Thordur Thordarson. Doctor Baldur Olson, Jonas Jonasson from Hrijlu,
Icelanc/, Dr. B. J. Branc/son, Miss Inga Johnson, Matron J. J. Swanson, Sigurdlll
Me/sted.

married women, no longer reside at the Home, with the exception of the
handicrafts director, M iss Kristin Peterson.
Miss Sigridur Hjartarson, 1974 Matron, succeeded Mrs. Tallman
in 1953. Mrs. Tallman in later years became a resident at Betel, passing
away there. For a number of years Mrs. Hilda Greenberg was Assistant
Matron, followed when she retired by her sister Kristin Peterson, and
later by Mrs. D. LaRose, R.N. When she left Gimli in 1971, Mrs. Rose
Saretsky, R.N. became Assistant Matron.
By 1955 additional applications for residence faced the Betel board
with the decision of again extending the facilities. The Pioneer Fund
was stilI Jar short of needs for an addition. Changes in federal and
provincial laws which provided low interest federal loans and provincial
grants made possible the decision to build a $ I 30,000 addition containing 50 individual rooms, each with its own toilet facilites. This addition was ready for use in 1957 and was formally dedicated on Sunday,
June 2, with the Rev. Sigurdur Olafsson, President of the Board of
Trustees, conducting the service. Mrs. Clifford Stevens ofGimli accompanied the Gimli Lutheran choir in the singing. The keys of the new
building were handed to the Rev. V. J. Eylands, President of the Icelan374

dic Lutheran Synod. Lessons were read by the Rev. John Fullmer of the
Gimli Lutheran Church, and the Rev. Eric Sigmar, Secretary of the
Icelandic Synod, who also sang a solo, "Bless This House." Greetings
were brought by Mayor Barney Egilson of Gimli, the Rev. P. M.
Petursson, Unitarian Church, Dr. P. H. T. Thorlaksson, chairman of
the building committee, and the Hon. R. W. Bend, Minister of Health,
Manitoba.
In 1960 the Icelandic Synod's supervision of the Betel Home terminated, and it was assigned to a re-constituted authority, and incorporated under the title of Betel Home Foundation.
The new extension to the building contains a beautiful library with
a wide window facing the lake, on the second floor, and furnished by the
Government of Iceland. Many of the rooms were furnished by
donations from groups or individuals. An elevator was installed, and
ramps in the new section lead directly to the sidewalk outside, and to
the dining room.
Gradually since then the older part of the Home has been completely renovated and modernized, and new matching furniture has

Asdis Hindrickson. Gudbjorg Johnson. Kristjana Bjarnason, Malia Stevenson.

Sigurdl/r Johnson playing the accordion Jor sOl11e of the Betel residents.
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Bjorg Snij'eld, Frll Belel, Krislrun Thorvaldson.

replaced the old-fashioned chairs, A public address system brings
programmes and services from the dedicated chapel, to residents who
are unable to leave their rooms or beds, The Home's first television set
was donated by the Kinsmen Club of Gimli, who also visit the Home
each Christmas with a gift of a dollar for each resident. Other amenities
include a tape recorder and a slide projector, a movie projector, and
recently a melodious canary was added to the sitting room, which sings
to the music produced there, A large aquarium built into a wall of the
dining room contains interesting fish, A beautiful piano was donated by
John and Louise Jonasson in 1948, in memory of David and Kristvilina
Jonasson, and in 1974 the Hjartarson family donated an electric organ
in memory of their parents, This gift was partially motivated by the
presence in the Home of a talented artist, Gunnar Erlendsson who, unfortunately, passed away a few months after the gift of the organ which
he played so beautifully.
Behind the altar in the sitting room hangs a painting of Christ,
which formerly graced the little Lutheran church in Gimli. Pictures of
former matrons and board members who have given much to Betel,
hang on its walls,
The roomy kitchen was updated, with a dishwasher and a walk-in
freezer, and for several years, small additions have been added to the
building as winter works projects, including a staff recreation room, additional infirmary wards, and a beautiful sitting room with many windows to the south and east, and tastefully furnished, including a new
colour television set.
A handicrafts programme was begun in 1967, to help make life
pleasanter for the more active residents, Miss Kristin Peterson, handicrafts director, and Mrs, Ingibjorg Sveinsson, a former Assistant
Matron and bookkeeper and now a resident, learned to make many
different articles to teach the residents, Many of these are sold private376

ly, and others are sold at the annual Betel Tea the first weekend in
September.
Originally only those who were able to get up for meals were admitted to Betel, so the infirmary was for those who later became
bedridden. Now, however, infirm patients are admitted, and more and
more of the residents are in that category. They receive such good nursing care at Betel that many of them linger to a very old age. There are
always three nurses or nurse's aides on duty, and infirm patients are
turned and massaged very carefully every two hours night and
day, so that bedsores are unknown there. The average age of residents is
well over 80.
The Betel day starts early for those who are not infirm. An Icelandic service is conducted by the Matron at 9:30 a.m. daily, and on Sundays the pastor from the Lutheran Church, who is chaplain of the
Home, conducts Sunday service at 8:30 a.m.
Amenities which have been added in recent years include carpeting
in the halls, and a brightly painted beauty shop where the lady residents
can get their hair done on Wednesdays by a visiting hairdresser.
Though most of the residents can speak English, and today other
elderly people from the area who are not Icelandic are admitted, the
Icelandic language is still commonly used by the people and in their
programmes and concerts.
Each March the birthday of the Home is observed, and the
Lutheran Ladies Group of Gimli brings a party lunch in the afternoon,
followed by a programme. A monthly birthday party is held for those
with birthdays, when they sit at the head table centred with a birthday
cake, and have their pictures taken by Miss Margaret Sveinsson, who
for years arranged the programme and still tabulates the ages and interests of the celebrants, though she has turned over the arrangements
to Miss Hjartarson, due to her own failing health and age. Residents
often provide the entertainment at these parties, telling stories, singing,
playing their instruments, etc. but many of the talented ones are now
too infirm, or have passed on. On one occasion a group of blind
residents enacted a play, directed by Timoteus Bodvarson, and on
another occasion a group presented a play written and directed by a
resident, Mrs. Halldora Bjarnason, who also was an artist in her senior
years, painting many beautiful oils, one of which she donated to the
Home. She and her late husband Gudmundur, celebrated their 60th anniversary at Betel in 1967, and were honoured by the Gimli Centennial
Committee at that time. Mr. Bjarnason passed away a year or so later,
but his widow is still in 1974 a resident of the infirmary, though no
longer able to paint her lovely scenes.
Sveinbjorn Bjornsson, then the oldest Icelander in America, died
May 2, 1945, at the Betel Home at Gimli. Born in the Reykholt district,
Bardarstrandarsysla, Iceland, Dec. 8, 1943, he emigrated in 1882, and
lived for a long time in North Dakota.
He was an excellent chess player, and even in extreme old age he
defeated the best chess player then living in Gimli, Arni Thordarson,
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ThoriJjom Magnllsson. Cudni Brynjo/(son. Ami Thordarson.

but had to rest in bed for awhile after the match. He was still in fairly
good health, up and about and with a remarkable memory and a fund of
information on life in Iceland in former times, on his 100th birthday,
which was celebrated at Betel Dec. 14, 1943.
Another resident, Sigurdur Johnson, took up art in his old age and
his brush yielded many strong paintings. He employed any medium he
could find on which to paint, even cardboard cartons. The Winnipeg
Tribune featured him in an article in the 1950s. Gudmundur Johnson,
another resident of that period, dressed dolls in Icelandic costume,
which he entered in the Royal Winter Fair at Toronto.
Romance has come to Betel, too. At least three couples met and
married there. In one case, the hand of a charming lady was sought by
two suitors. One won out, and the couple moved out of Betel to reside in
a small house in Gimli, returning to Betel when they could no longer
manage alone. The unsuccessful suitor found and married another lady
resident. Another spritely widow married a handsome widower soon
after she arrived at Betel.
Many groups bring entertainment for the residents of Betel. While
the air base was in Gimli, the Officers' Wives Club came each Monday
to supervise whist parties, a service since taken over by the Gimli
Women's Institute. The Kinettes and the Ladies' Auxiliary to The
Canadian Legion hold monthly bingos for the residents. The Mennonite
choirs from Gimli, Riverton, and Washow Bay are much appreciated,
by the people of Betel. They arrive almost every Sunday evening to sing
hymns and say prayers in the chapel. The Lutheran Women's Association brings refreshments for the monthly birthday parties, and groups
from Winnipeg, Ames, Minerva, Arborg, Riverton, and Vidir, visit the
Home annually with refreshments and programmes.
Minerva Ladies' Aid always choose the traditional first day of spring, the first Th ursday after April 21, as their day to visit. A few years
ago, even dances were held in which the residents participated.
For a number of years, the Gimli Women's Institute took those
who were able out on annual outings to various points, in June or
September. These have included Selkirk and the Betel Home there,
Sandy Hook, and the animal haven kept by Dr. F. E. Warriner there,
the Gimli Park, Arnes, Riverton, Arborg, Camp Morton, and Lakeside
Camp, where they met and mingled with senior citizens camping there.
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The following two years they stayed home and the elderly people from
Lakeside Camp visited Betel. This practice has now been discontinued
due to the small number of residents who feel equal to outings of this
nature.
For ten or more years prior to the closing ofC.F.B. Gimli, one of
the highlights at the Betel Home was the annual Christmas dinner
provided for them by the Airmen and Airwomen of the Junior Ranks
Club, who provided a dinner the same as they would have themselves
Christmas Day, for the residents, from their club funds. It was usually
held the third week in December, and for some years they sent buses to
bring those who could come, to the airmen's mess for the dinner in the
beautiful1y decorated mess hall. A programme was included, and
dinners sent to the Home for the shut-ins. In later years, they simply
took all the dinners to the Home. A children's choir from Husavick
usually provided entertainment. Betel Board members were also invited
to attend.
The Christmas season sees many visitors at Betel, and children's
groups go through the halls carolling, with many of the old people joining in.
A centennial tea was held in October, 1967, and all senior citizens
in the Gimli area were invited, and received their centennial pins and
scrolls from Mayor Violet Einarson, in centennial costume. For many
of the Ukrainian pioneers, this was their first visit to the Icelandic
Home, and they enjoyed a day of mingling together.
The tea was repeated in 1970 for the Manitoba centennial with
similar success.
The Matron and Staff of Betel now annually hold a tea and sale the
first Sunday in September, which is always highly successful, with hundreds of visitors coming to enjoy coffee and purchase baking and handicrafts. Proceeds are designated by the staff to buy something for the
Home which is not allotted from regular funds and will make life
pleasanter for the residents.
During the Manitoba centennial, the Gimli centennial committee
formed a Pioneer Recognition Committee, headed by Mrs. Margaret
Rankin, which promoted a plan in which young people of the community adopted a grandparent to visit and do things for. At least 17 young
people visited residents of Betel during the Adopt a Grandparent plan,
introduced to their new friends by the matron and the Mayor, Violet
Einarson, who is a member of the Betel Board.
In 1966, a second Betel Home was built at Selkirk bv the Betel
Home Foundation. A group of eleven self-contained apartments for
elderly people was built across the street from the Gimli Home in 1970,
named Landmark Apartments, and quickly filled. There is always a
long waiting list both for these apartments and for rooms at Betel.
Single persons pay $63 a month at Landmark, and couples $79.00 a
month, including heat, water, and lights at Landmark.
One of the persons who deserve special mention for her devotion
to Betel is Mrs. Gudrun Stevens, wife of Helgi Stevens of Gimli. She
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came to Betel as a girl of 15, when the Home was first established. Her
aunt was the first Matron, Elinora Julius. She worked at Betel until her
marriage, and since then, until her death in 1968, she worked as a
volunteer, playing the organ for Sunday services up to the Sunday
before her death; organizing the donations of food and cakes for the
monthly birthday parties, often baking those cakes herself. When the
Betel Home celebrated its golden jubilee in March, 1967, Gunna
Stevens was crowned "Fru Betel" and gowned in a robe and crown.
Many dedicated men have served on the Betel Board. Among them
are Dr. B. J. Brandson, chairman for so many years, and Dr. P. H. T.
Thorlaksson, President of the Winnipeg Clinic, and building chairman
in 1956-57. Rev. Sigurdur Olafsson, also was president for some years.
In a tribute paid to Dr. Brandson by a friend, in Logberg-Heimskringla,
the following is said:
"It is in Betel that Dr. Brandson's true memorial lies. This example
he set, an example of compassion, generosity, and brilliant administration has been emulated by others. There is a sort of God's dear servants,
who walk in perfectness, and they have a degree of charity and divine
knowledge, more than we can discourse of. All that I shall now say is
that a good man is united to God as a flame touches flame."
Other presidents of Betel have been Ami Eggertson, Mrs. B. J.
Brandson, Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson, Grettir Eggertson, K. W. Johannson, J. Victor J onasson, and in 1974, Dr. George Johnson.
Victor J onasson was made Administrator for the two Betel
Homes, and served in that capacity for a number of years. Since his
retirement and subsequent death, the administrator has been Albert
Johannson.
In 1974, the Betel Board consists of Dr. George Johnson, president, W. H. Finnbogason, first vice-president, Freeman Skaptason,
second vice-president, L. J. Hallgrimson, secretary, K. W. J ohannson, treasurer, Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson, and Norman K. Stevens,
honorary members; Mrs. Violet Einarson. Walter M. Dryden, Harold
Henrickson, John Guttormson, Stefan Sigurdson, Grettir Eggertson, S.
Aleck Thorarinson, and newly elected in 1974, besides Freeman Skaptason, were Dr. T. Kenneth Thorlakson, Gordon Gislason, J. T. Arnason, Ernest Stefanson, and Dennis B. Sigurdson.

/lIiss. Sigridur Hjarrarsoll. Mall"Oll of
Bele!. as f}allkolla.

380

SUMMER CAMPS

.

GIMU'S SUMMER RESIDENTS
Someone has said that no history of Gimli would be complete
without reference to the summer residents, or "the campers", as they
have long been referred to by the permanent population. Ever since the
railway arrived in Gimli in 1906, families have been arriving regularly
at the beginning of July, to spend their summers at Gimli. In early days
they came by train, and have fond memories of Elli Johannson, the
faithful dray man who delivered their baggage. Husbands would commute at weekends or sometimes even daily, since the train service during the summer months was so good. In later years, the automobile has
taken over, and they now commute in their own vehicles. These families
come to Gimli for many reasons - some of them because they like a
family-type summer resort where they can meld into the regular life of
the community, without the distractions of boardwalks and other attractions such as were formerly prominent at Winnipeg Beach. Others
came because they were brought up in the area, and like to return to
familiar surroundings and friends during their holidays.
In Loni Beach and the north end of Gimli there is a large summer
settlement of Jewish families, who love the outdoors and spend every
possible minute at the beach. For years these people had an active Gimli
Summer Club for children of their own families and any of the town
children who cared to join. Each summer the mothers held an Equipment Tea to raise funds for the club, at one of the summer homes of its
members.
The Gimli Summer Club was first formed in 1946, with Mrs.
Ruvin Lyons as the first president. A director was hired to organize activities for the children, including swimming lessons at the lake. The
club held sessions for six weeks, morning and afternoon, with the
children divided into groups, with young people as leaders. Their
programme included, besides swimming lessons, other sports such as
volleyball, soccer, baseball, basketball and tennis. They learned square
dancing and handicrafts. An achievement day at which the children
demonstrated what they had done during the summer, was held at the
end of each session.
381

-~

.

The children published a small paper, "The Gimli Amateur", in
which they wrote short stories, feature articles, news, and sports, as well
as movie reviews. Some years they held a circus to raise money for
worthy causes. In 1953 they raised over $42 to help polio victims. In
more recent years, the children of the campers have attended
recreational programmes and swimming lessons organized by the town
groups, such as Kinsmen Club, and Opportunities For Youth groups.
Some of the "Campers" at Gimli are now third and fourth generation summer residents. Some of the younger visitors, who grew up in
Gimli, now have winterized homes away from home here, to which they
can come at any time of the year.
The summer residents have played an important part in the history
and development of Gimli. They take an interest in the community, and
many take the trouble to come down to vote in municipal elections. For
many years elections were held in August so that they could have a
better chance to vote, and after the date was changed to October, for
several years a poll was held in Winnipeg for their convenience.
One only has to take a look at the busy streets and the crowded
stores during summer weekends, to realize that this additional population is an important part of the community, one which could never be
forgotten.

SUMMER CAMPS AT GIMLI
THE PROVINCIAL RECREATION TRAINING CENTRE
In the 1920's, a ten-acre farm owned by the Dalman family, including a fine large house, a block north of the town limits of Gimli, on
Third A venue, was purchased by the One Big Union for a summer
camp. Though the O.B. U. has long since vanished, this camp is still
referred to by many as "The O.B.U. Camp."
In 1940 the Department of Education, since the camp had been
acquired by the provincial government, started holding teacher training
summer courses there, featuring physical education, music, art, and
public speaking, as a compulsory course for a permanent certificate.
John H. Menzies, Gimli school inspector was for most of those years
director of this summer school, assisted by a number of other inspectors, and qualified staff. Hart Devenney, assisted by Arva Shewchuk,
was physical education director for some time, followed by Dr. and
Mrs. Frank Kennedy. Dr. Harry Hill of Ottawa directed choral singing.
Students paid only $40 for the month-long course, the balance being
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subsidized by the Department of Education. There were usually 125
teachers in attendance. Later on, when the course was no longer compulsory, attendance dropped, and finally the course was discontinued.
During the month of August, 4-H clubs and others made use of the
camp.
Since 1965, the camp has undergone many changes. It is now called the Gimli Provincial Recreation Training Centre, and through
A.R.D.A. and F.R.E.D. Manpower projects, has been completely
renovated, winterized, and enlarged. An attractive complex of dining
room, kitchen, sitting room, crafts room, and auditorium, is joined by
connecting passages for all year round use. Most of the cabins are also
winterized, and there is a sauna bath.
The Community Recreation Branch uses the facilities most of the
year, for arts and crafts classes, directed by Nadya Kostyshyn Bailey,
but many other groups hold meetings, seminars, and workshops there.
Representatives of many communities, both in Manitoba and beyond,
attend the arts and crafts courses which are presented in four levels, and
go home to pass on what they have learned to others in their communities. Each August an arts week is held which concludes with a
public demonstration of the arts, held on the centre strip of Gimli's
First Avenue. As a result of this, dozens of art clubs, ceramics clubs and
handicraft clubs have sprung up and flourished throughout Manitoba,
.
including Gimli itself.
The camp is used for sports clinics, youth leadership seminars,
playground directors' courses, and conferences. Gerry Maurice is head
recreation consultant, and since he was promoted to a wider field, Brian
Johnston is recreation consultant for the Interlake.
Mrs. Mary Krulicki was housekeeper and manager of the Camp
for several years, until her retirement in 1972, when Fred Rankin, a
retired armed forces sergeant, became manager. His assistant is Nancy
Dudar, and women and girls from the community look after the
kitchen, meals, and maintenance.
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Creative Art Week.

The Manitoba Women's Institute holds its annual fall leadership
"live-in" at the Centre in alternate years.
For two years, the Blue Bomber football team made the Centre its
training headquarters. The Icelandic Festival of Manitoba now makes
use of the facilities for the annual festival held the first week in August
each year. Indeed, the Centre is one of the busiest and most fully utilized places in the Gimli area.

LAKESIDE CAMP
Lakeside Camp is located about four miles north of Gimli. It was a
philanthropic camp dedicated as a memorial to fallen soldiers of World
War I. It has been giving under-privileged and crippled children and
adults a summer holiday since the land was purchased by the Union
Bank of Canada in 1920. A monument in the centre of the lovely camp
grounds reads: "This camp is a memorial to those in the service of the
bank who at the call of King and Country left all that was dear to them,
endured hardship, faced danger, and finally passed out of sight of men,
by following duty and sacrifice giving their own lives that others might
live in freedom." Surrounding the monument, with its engraved figures
of an Indian chief and a soldier, are stately spruce trees planted when it
was erected, one for each province of the Dominion. There are only
eight trees, because Newfoundland was not yet part of Canada, and
Prince Edward Island's tree did not survive. On the monument are
engraved 123 names of the fallen.
The camp is divided in the middle by a winding creek with a bridge
over it. On one side are office and staff quarters, playground and ball
field, and on the other, a large dormitory, dining hall, kitchen and
recreation room, all joined by covered walkways with ramps. The large
recreation room has been maintained by the Gyro Club who have made
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Lakeside Camp their chief projecl. Gimli Kinsmen have also spent
much time and money assisting the camp.
In the fall, two groups of senior citizens enjoy two weeks of camping.
The Board of Directors of Lakeside Camp is made up of business
men and others, with the Vice-President of the Canadian Pacific
Railway automatically on the board. Funds for the camp are included
under the Winnipeg Foundation.
In 1971 the provincial government bought Lakeside Camp, which
from then till 1974 was leased by the Camp board and used in the same
way as it had always been. Future plans will see the campers occupying
alternative camps, as the government plans to build a large provincial
camp in this area.

THE UNITED CHURCH FRESH AIR CAMP
Camp Robertson, situated at the northern tip of Loni Beach, was
established by the Presbyterian Church in 1911 to provide summer
holidays for mothers and children. It had been preceded in 1904 by
Camp Sparling, the Methodist camp in South Beach. When the two
churches amalgamated in 1926 to form the United Church, they were
operated under one management. High water gradually eroded much of
Camp Sparlillg away, and eventually the buildings were torn down, and
replaced at Camp Robertson's 12 acre site. One of the new dormitories
at Camp Robertson was named the Lucy Jackson dormitory, after one
at Camp Sparling, for a great leader of the Methodist Church. The
other new dormitory was named after Dr. McLean, a Presbyterian
leader.
Camp Robertson accommodates about 700 children during the
summer, who otherwise would not be able to have a holiday at the lake.
Some weeks are served for mothers and children. Groups of campers
spend nine days each at the camp, while sick and convalescent children
who require special care are housed in the camp hospital for periods of
two weeks. Handicrafts and therapy are part of the camp programme.
Those who are able to do so, pay all or part of their expenses, but
others are paid for by the church, if unable to do so themselves.
For many years an annual tea was held at Camp Robertson in July, by Gimli women. Mrs. Clive Miller and Mrs. Helgi Stevens were
among those who devoted much time and work to organizing these teas.
The Protestant and Catholic Guilds of the R.C.A.F. Station often held
a bake sale at the tea to help raise funds for the camp. Busloads of
visitors would come out from Winnipeg for the day. In more recent
years, the tea has been discontinued, but an open house is held annually.

CAMP MORTON
Camp Morton, which has been mentioned elsewhere in this
history, was one of the most beautiful camps along the west shore of
Lake Winnipeg. It was established by Monsignor Morton of the
Roman Catholic church in 1921, as a camp for children's and family
camping. It contains 126 acres of woodland. From 1921 to 1971, the
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camp was occupied each summer by Roman Catholic families, many of
whom returned year after year for generations. That year the sanitary
facilities of the camp were condemned, and it was felt that the cost of
replacing them was too high, so Camp Morton was closed. In 1972 it
was sold to the provincial government, which had also purchased most
of the lake front property between Gimli and Camp M orton, to develop
a provincial camp ground. A provision was added that space be allotted
to the Society for Crippled Children and Adults, for a camp for the handicapped, since the Society had been trying to purchase Camp Morton.
This proviso was kept with the leasing to the Society of about seven
acres of land a few miles south of Camp Morton, where in 1974 a
million dollar winterized camp for the handicapped is under construction.
Camp Morton included 14 separate family cottages, mostly made
from short pieces of stove wood put together with plaster, and each with
its own water and sewer. All ineals were eaten in the main dining hall.
The Camp accommodated 200 children, and 100 families.
Monsignor Morton had a charming little castle built in a secluded
corner of the lakefront, for his own use. Surrounded by a hedge and
beautiful gardens, it had a path leading down to the lake. After his
death it was rented out, but later was neglected and deserted. When the
province took the camp over, one of their first actions was to demolish
the castle, much to the dismay of local people who revered it, a replica
of a castle in Monsignor Morton's homeland of England, as an important historic site.
During the 1930s and early I 940s, Camp Morton was a place of exquisite beauty, as its gardener, William Henry Sumpter, created many
lovely flower gardens, with wishing well, fountains, and shaded
walkways. A stone fence surrounds the entire camp, painstakingly built,
but now leaning and in danger of falling down. I n the memory of many,
Camp Morton will live as a most unusual and beautiful place. Future
years will give it a new look and a different role.

Monsignor Morton·.I· Palace.
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CAMP GILWELL
About two miles north of Gimli, a large gatepost proclaims to
passersby that this is the entrance to Camp Gilwell, the Boy Scoul
Camp.
Of all the camps in the area, this one takes least upkeep, for the
campers who frequent it all summer pitch their own tents, do their own
cooking, and maintain their own campsites. Small huts give them cooking shelter and facilities. They are taught to build wash stands of twigs,
and seepage basins to throwaway their soapy water are made of hay.
Here they put into practice the woodcraft they have learned during
the winter, to earn credits for promotion in rank. With the camp as
headquarters, sometimes they set out on 72-hour hikes, carrying all
their food and equipment, mapping their campsites as they go.
Sometimes they make an error in judgment, such as pitching their tents
in a low spot the night before a thunderstorm, but if they do, they will
know better next time.
Camp Gilwell was begun in 1932, named after Gilwell, the headquarters of the Boy Scouts in England.

SUNRISE LUTHERAN CAMP
During the 1940s, the Lutheran Women's League of the Icelandic
Synod purchased a piece of lakefront property directly across from the
Husayick railway siding. They called it Sunrise Camp, and built camp
buildings and bunkhouses to provide a summer camp for Lutheran
children. Spearheading the work for many years was Mrs. S. Olafsson,
wife of the Rev. S. Olafsson, who served the Gimli and Selkirk parishes.
She was tireless in her devotion to the camp, acting as its director for
many years. Over 30 children each summer enjoyed a holiday at the
camp.
In the dedicated chapel and auditorium, the attractive wall lights
and chandelier were donated by the Minerva Ladies' Aid in memory of
Sigurjon Einarson, who died in the Second World War. Two pictures
were donated by the family of Joseph Guttormson. A picture and inscribed plaque were donated by the Lutheran Women's League in
memory of Mrs. S. O. Bjerring, a founder and dedicated worker.
Leadership at the camp has largely been on a volunteer basis, with
various pastors acting as dean, and with teenagers as counsellors. For
years weaving and handicrafts were taught by Mrs. Vopni.
The last act of each child before leaving for home was a solemn
ceremony during which he placed a stone bearing his name on a rock
cairn, while he repeated in unison with his fellow campers the following
pledge: "With this stone I promise to be truthful, kind and true. By the
help of God, I shall grow in everything that is good and beautiful."
When the Icelandic Synod ceased to be a separate group Sunrise
Camp was turned over to the Central Canada Synod. For awhile it was
not in use, as most campers made use of Luther Village near Kenora.
But now its use is being renewed, as a camp for younger children, within
close proximity of Winnipeg.
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UKRAINIAN PARK
Ukrainian Park, a camp of tne Ukrainian Catholic diocese, was
started in the mid-1950's, under the leadership of His Grace,
Archbishop B. Ladyka, O.S.B.M. of Winnipeg. Parishes from the entire diocese contributed to the purchase of the Bar-B Ranch from
Colonel Hunter Young, and volunteer labour from all parts of
Manitoba was given to transform the former fox ranch into a camp
where children could enjoy a vacation, and where families could go for a
Sunday or holiday outing. A new road was made, large areas cleared of
scrub and weeds, and four discarded street cars were brought in to act
as temporary bunkhouses.
A dining room and kitchen were built, and picnic tables and other
facilities provided. A chapel was built in beautiful rustic surroundings.
The ranch house was converted into quarters for the ailing Archbishop.
It is also used as a retreat for vacationing clergy.
While the children enjoy the outdoor life of camp, they are also
taught handicrafts and music of their Ukrainian heritage, as well as
religious instruction.

Ukrainian Park Elltranee gate.
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NEIGHBOURING COMMUNITIES
WINNIPEG BEACH
Eleven miles south of Gimli is one of Manitoba's best known
summer resorts, Winnipeg Beach. This community, which combines the
descendants of pioneer Icelandic and Ukrainian settlers, with a summer
population from many ethnic groups, has undergone numerous changes
since its beautiful situation for summer vacations was first discovered
by Sir William Whyte, the president of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
in 1900.
Sir William travelled the west shore of Lake Winnipeg by motor
boat, searching for the ideal spot to establish a summer resort. He
found it in a mile of sandy beach just south of Boundary Creek, and
promptly bought 330 acres of the lake frontage land from a Scot,
Donald Arquet, and called it Winnipeg Beach. The decision was made
to extend the Canadian Pacific line from Selkirk to Winnipeg Beach.
When word leaked out, many homesteads changed hands. W. H.
Walker, a Winnipeg real estate broker, drove north during the winter,
in a horse-drawn cutter, from Selkirk, and purchased a 160-acre parcel
of land west of the Gimli Road and north of Park Avenue. He built a
cottage at Boundary Creek, and later sold a large portion of his land to
the C.P.R. for its right-of-way when it extended its line north to Gimli.
The first train from Winnipeg ran on Sunday, June 6, 1903, and
the Winnipeg Free Press reported a half-hour delay in leaving the city,
on a journey that took almost four hours at erratic speed. One
passenger complained that a rig going along the Selkirk road had
passed the train four times.
About 500 passengers made the trip in eleven coaches. Winnipeg
Beach was an instant success. The Free Press said, "The children of the
party took a very short time to get their boots and stockings off, and
soon the little tots, holding their parents' hands, were wading in the
refreshing water." The train took only two hours to return to Winnipeg
that evening. The railway opened the new settlement for business as
well as pleasure. For six years it was both a resort and a terminal. The
trackside was crowded with humanity in summer and plugged with piles
of cordwood and boxes of fish in winter, the products of Ukrainian
settlers clearing new land and of Icelandic fishermen.
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Main Strfft SCfnf with the roller coaster in the background.

The C.P.R., which had purchased land along the lakefront and
west to the Gimli Road, built a large pavilion, bath house, promenade
pier, amusement park, and a spacious summer hotel, the Empress.
Other hotels, stores, and enterprises were attracted to supply the growing resort population as well as district settlers.
A Winnipeg contractor, S. B. Ritchie, was the literal builder of
residential Winnipeg Beach. He bought his first two lots in 1903 and
built identical cottages. The railway made building lots available on
leaseholds for twenty years.
Until the First World War M r. Ritchie leased about twenty lots
annually, built cottages on them, laid out streets, cut down trees, and
built roads and sidewalks. He created Ritchie Park from 1906 to 1908.
In all, he built and sold almost 300 cottages, as well as building many
under contract.
Nostalgic "Beachers" reminisce about the trains. The regular
passenger runs and weekend extras are mentioned as afterthoughts to
the descriptions of "Daddys" and the "Moonlight". The "Daddys"
were daily evening runs bringing to the Beach those wage earners who
commuted to and fro from the city all summer. Daddy was affluent or
reckless enough to own a cottage where his family stayed during the
summer. He could end his day's work in the city, catch the 5:20, and be
at the cottage around 6:30 p.m. for dinner. He could catch the train
back to Winnipeg shortly after 7 a.m. and be at his office to start the
business day. More romantic were the "Moonlights". They left Winnipeg sharp at 5:20 p.m. every Saturday over the summer, and for fifty
cents return, carried the lovers, the lookers, and the families of rich and
poor status into the gay social world. They returned at midnight. Those
who rode the "Moonlight" could enjoy hectic hours of free dancing,
free concerts, free promenades, and beach parties. They could pay just a
little of their week's earnings for Coney Island red-hots, concessions,
amusements, and rides. Many a love story began or ended on a Saturday night at Winnipeg Beach.
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Before the Second World War, cottage life at Winnipeg Beach was
a real family affair. Summer homes extended north across Boundary
Creek as far as 11 th A venue and about one mile west. Summer
clothing, bedding, bicycles, and pets accompanied the families wilen
they arrived at the close of school. They stayed until the evening of
Labour Day. Many Jewish families, who love outdoor life, bought or
built cottages at Winnipeg Beach. The summer population who own
property there, so far outnumber the permanent population that elections are held in July instead of October, and usually the mayor is a
summer resident, as well as some of the councillors.
Although the fine beaches for swimming were the most popular
gathering places, the fun didn't stop there. Wealthy Winnipeggers
travelled by the score in their yachts for the annual regatta, as well as
for weekend visits. Sailing boats, canoes, and rowboats were for hire.
Many cottage owners sailed around Stevenson's Point to Ponemah,
Whytewold, and Matlock resorts, which sprang up independently early
in the century.
An annual field day for all residents included swimming races, diving contests, and sports events on the playing field. The C.P.R. kept its
property in impeccable condition, with charming flower gardens, good
street lighting, and a warden to maintain order.
In 1910 the federal government built a breakwater almost 600 feet
long on the north side of the mouth of Boundary Creek at Rocky Point.
forming one of the safest harbours on the lake. Beach attractions, which
ran the boardwalk concessions, added a roller coaster. The ride covered
one mile of dips, turns, and glides that set women and children screaming and paled strong men.
The Sunday concert at the Empress Hotel was the social event of
the week. It was followed by a huge bonfire on the shore where the
cam pers gathered for a sing-song. Young people in canoes on the lake
joined in, accompanied by their banjoes and mandolins.
A private group built a large clubhouse on piles across from the
federal breakwater; dances, teas, and card games were held there
regularly, with excellent meals and refreshments being served later. The
Empress Hotel, until prohibition, held a liquor license and was renowned for its lavish bar.
One of the earliest cottage-owners, C. B. Plant, a chief clerk with
the C.P.R., formed a dance band, and with his violin, led the pavilion
orchestra for almost twenty years. When the Moonlight left shortly
after 10 p.m. on Saturdays, the Campers' Dance began, Cottagers
from the surroundmg resorts rested their sleeping children along the
benches which lined the sides of the dance floor.
Tennis courts at Ritchie Park and at Beachside were jammed with
eager players. Tournaments were held with teams from other resorts
and elegant young men in white flannels took turns visiting in the
round-robin contests, followed by tea served by the young women.
Lawn bowling greens were spacious and well patronized, but no women
were allowed to bowl. The gentlemen formed foursomes and played for
years with the same partners.
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The late W. J. Wood, who lived in Winnipeg Beach from 1904 until
his death, wrote a brief history of the resort in 1955. In it he related how
the first railway station was located near the lakeshore, but in 1911 was
moved to its new location where it remained until it was closed in the
late 1960s. He tells how the first automobile arrived in 1913. After 1915
a decent road was built to the beach, and traffic became heavy, adding a
new sound to that of the train. Thousands of people began to travel to
Winnipeg Beach, and after the first war as many as 12,700 made the
trip by train in a day, travelling on thirteen trains.
With the improvement in road conditions, and increased use of
cars, train service began to decline, and the C.P.R. sold the amusement
section to private enterprise. The popularity of these also declined.
Finally, on Labour Day in 1960 the last passenger train made the run to
the Beach. The one-time gayest, gaudiest resort in Western Canada
slumped into social impotence.
But Sir William Whyte knew a good beach when he saw one, and
his reasoning of 1900 is still sound in the 1970's. Winnipeggers still need
a good lake resort close to the city. Under the Canada-ManitobaInterlake FRED Plan, Winnipeg Beach lakefront was purchased and
re-developed by the provincial government. The old boardwalk, roller
coaster, and merry-go-round were done away with. Since 1967, over
$800,000 has been invested in development of the site as a day-use
recreation and tourist beach for vacationing families. It is one of several
major sites along the west shore of the lake, an essential component in
the destination area plan along with Gimli, Hnausa, Hecla Island, the
N arrows Islands, and Grindstone Point. Winnipeg Beach Provincial
Recreation Area is administered by the parks branch of the provincial
Department of Tourism and Recreation.
Winnipeg Beach now has a quieter personality. Gently rolling
grass mounds have replaced the boardwalk concessions. An imaginatively designed restaurant caters to all tastes, from fine foods to
chips and soft drinks. New change houses and facilities reflect the
unique architecture. Playgrounds and a marina are planned. The town
is planning complementary changes. An old-time Ukrainian village is
being constructed as a tourist attraction. A new access road from
Highway 9 will be built. For summer concerts an amphitheatre will be
built facing the lake, with a bandshell floating on the water.
The latest contribution IS the imposing breakwater bUIlt in 1968 by
federal Department of Public Works, at a cost of $160,000. It stretches
1400 feet to form a massive sheltering arm comprising 60,000 tons of
rock and sand fill, 25 feet wide at the top and 15 feet high.
The first bank to serve Winnipeg Beach was opened as a branch of
the Bank of Montreal at Gimli, in 1968, and located in the large department store complex owned by druggist William McGregor, now deceased.
The water tower is to be made into an observation lookout,
accessible to the pUblic. An easy stairway will lead to a lower observation deck at the thirty-foot level, while a spiral staircase will reach the
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top deck at 90 feet. The tower is 120 feet high. Gaily painted and
embellished, the old water tower is destined to become the symbol of
the new Winnipeg Beach.
For the above account of Winnipeg Beach history, we are indebted
to Winnipeg Free Press feature stories by Bob Noble and J. W. Chafe.

THE MINERVA DISTRICT
The Minerva District is a school district southwest of Gimli which
organized as a community in early times, and has continued to work
together in a close-knit manner to this day. Its early history was reviewed at an old-fashioned concert held in the new Minerva Hall in
November, 1972, by Oli Narfason, who had researched the minutes of
the old Minerva Hall. Unfortunately, the first minutes were lost, but by
talking to old-timers he had found out quite a bit of the early history.
The remaining original charter members agree that the Minerva
Young People's Club was formed about 1914. To show the ethnic
character of the district, the meetings were conducted and recorded in
Icelandic until a motion made at a meeting on April 14, 1934, by Stefan
Stefanson, seconded by Einar Jon Einarson, that the meetings be
carried on in English.
The main inspiration for the club came from Jakobina and Fridfinnur Einarson, whose son Palmi and grandson Lynn now operate the
home farm. Wood for the hall came from Skolbraka, Fridfinnur's
farm, and it was built on a corner of the farm, a mile south and a mile
west of Gimli.
Membership fees were set, and plans made to build the hall.
Asm undur Einarson was the first president, and it is thought that Bogga
Einarson was the first secretary-treasurer. Fridfinnur Einarson was the
chief carpenter, with Mundi Narfason and Simbi Josephson doing
much of the work. When an addition was built later, Valdi Johnson was
the main carpenter. It appears that the main hall was partly finished in
1916, as a farewell party was held for Asmundur Einarson, when he
went to war. From that time on they started having dances for club
members, with Mundi Narfason or Oli Thorsteinson playing the violin.
A t first they had an old organ, and they bought a piano in 1917.
They put on many plays. "Salin Hans Jons Mins" - "The Golden
Gate", which was enacted in 1972 at the Icelandic Festival, was the first
play held at the Minerva School, to raise money for the hall. The
United Farm Women put on a play called "Syndur Annara" (Sins of
Others).
The Young People's Society was custodian of the Minerva Hall
although the Ladies' Aid was there to give a hand when needed.
Records show that there was a paint job in 1930, a new chimney in
1932, the hall was lifted and put on blocks in 1931, a new ceiling in
1937, new shingles in 1946, when Walter and Franklin Stevens were
also hired to put linoleum on the old table which was still in use in 1972.
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The final meeting of the Young People's Club was held on April
25, 1946, when the hall and the balance in the bank account were
transferred to the. Minerva Ladies Aid.
Mr. Narfason said, "I am sure that many of us will shed a
nostalgic tear when we think of the good times we had in the old hall,
such as dancing to the music of old Siggi Benediktson and his accordion, Oli Thorsteinson and his violin, AlIa Bjarnason on the piano;
Hannes Kristjanson and his band, who set our toes tapping to waltzes
such as Beautiful Ohio, and old favourite polkas: Einar Jon Einarson
calling square dances, and Peter Lenchuk as floor manager."
The annual school Christmas concert was the social event of the
year, to which everyone turned out.
During the depression years free dances were held, with Siggi
Benediktson playing. Although money was scarce, time was plentiful,
and people made their own fun rather than buying it.
About 1929, the club built a barn to shelter their horses, something
very necessary, since the dances carried on well into the morning hours.
In the 1950's the hall was used by the Gimli Kinsmen Club for their
annual birthday parties in February, with the Minerva Ladies' Aid
catering a sumptuous banquet, followed by a dance. "When the
orchestra shifted into high gear, the hall virtually creaked and groaned
under the strain. At such times it was fortunate that the hall was braced
with two heavy iron -rods strung across its width. These were very attractive to the boys from the Minerva School near by, who sneaked in
through a window at recess and performed some daring trapeze acts on
them.'"
In recent years, after the Minerva School had closed and the
children were transported to Gimli schools, the hall had been used
mainly for farm organization meetings, 4-H Club activities, and the occasional dance and tombola, or party for weddings. Modernization and
repair was required, but investigation showed that the old hall was too
far gone for repair. A government grant under winter works was

Minerva 4-H club floal.
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applied for and received, and it was decided to build a new hall. The old
hall was put up for tender, dismantled, and hauled away.
Allan Goodman was foreman for the new hall, with Eric Goodman, and Richard Bjarnason part-time, aiding in construction. Tom
Barker did the electrical work. The Minerva Ladies' Aid gradually
raised money through bake sales, whist drives, and catering, to pay the
balance. In 1973, the Gimli Development Corporation was allowed to
allocate part of the government grants for recreation for installation of
waterworks and other improvements to the Minerva Hall.

THE UNITED FARM WOMEN OF GIMU
This group was formed May 9, 1920, with fees at $2.00 per
member, which was changed to $1.00 in 1934. Charter members were:
president, Anna Josephson, vice-president, J akobina Fjeldsted,
secretary-treasurer, Jonina Christie; Johanna Stevens. Petrina Arnason, Jakobina Einarson, Johanna Kernested; Oddfridur Johannson,
Anna Johannson, Margaret Karvelson, Elin Anderson, Anna S. Einarson, Gudrun Davidson, Ingibjorg Gudmundson, Sigridur Bergman,
Rosa Josephson, and Holmfridur Helgason.
The group started by holding concerts, bake sales, plays, whist
drives, raffles, and dances. In 1929 they held a bazaar which netted
$71.40. The first Tombola was held in 1926, and again in 1936, 1939,
1940, 1944, and from then on, annually. A tambala is a draw, with
members donating all sorts of things valued at various amounts. Tickets
are sold at a nominal amount, originally ten cents, and the purchaser
selects a number, receiving the item thus numbered. It has always been
a popular attraction.
In 1939 the United Farm Women changed their name to Minerva
Ladies' Aid. The group meets monthly at the homes of members, and
plans fund-raising projects for their hall. They served refreshments at
the Gimli Park Pavilion for the Fishermen's Ball which was one of the
events of May, before the fishermen departed on the lake for summer
fishing. This dance has been discontinued for some ten years or more,
but the Minerva Ladies' Aid still serve refreshments for the one May
dance remaining, now held in June, the annual Old-timers' Reunion
Ball.
In 1956 they began catering to the Icelandic Festival, serving
lunches and Icelandic foods throughout the day at the park. That year
they netted $331.80, a sum which has increased in volume yearly. They
also cater to smaller gatherings, such as the annual Credit Union
meeting.
The club has always been ready to help those in need. Betel Home
was always first on the list, since 1922, when they donated $32.00 plus
oranges and candy for the residents. Visiting Betel with refreshments,
donations, and a programme, has long been an annual event for the
club, usually on the Thursday closest to the Icelandic "first day of
summer", April 21. Records show that from 1922 to 1972, the Minerva
Ladies' Aid had donated $1,539.00 to the Betel Home, in various ways.
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Minerva Ladies' Aid adopted a foster-child under the Unitarian
Service Committee, in 1946, and continue this type of support
programme. They donate to other worthy causes, formerly individually,
and now through the Gimli and District United Way; in addition, they
support other causes not included in the United Way. They award an
annual scholarship to a student of the Gimli Composite High School.
Membership in the group is practically 100% of the women of the
Minerva district.
In addition to an active and community-minded Ladies' Aid, the
Minerva District has one of the most active 4-H Clubs in the area,
training its young people in home economics, cattle raising, garden,
public speaking, etc. Adults of the district have been dedicated leaders
in this enterprise, and the beneficial effects of 4-H Club training on the
young people raised in the Minerva District has become very evident in
their assumption of leadership in Gimli schools, and their entry into
responsible positions in adult life. In the 4-H Clubs, children from
Icelandic, Ukrainian,. and Scottish families work together as an integrated group.

PIONEERS OF SOUTH BEACH
From an article by Frank Olson
Frank Olson, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. B. Olson, pioneers of Gimli,
calls this a "brIef biographical reference to some of the pioneers and
more recent dwellers of the Northwest Quarter of Section 9, Township
19, Range 4 East, in the Rural Municipality ofGimli, currently referred
to as South Beach - excluding that portion thereof which now lies under the waters of Lake Winnipeg."
Two names among the first settlers at Willow Point in 1875
"constitute the curtain-raisers of our narrative - namely Jon from
Munkathvera (Monk River - a tributary) in Iceland, and Benedikt
Jonasson."
Jon Jonsson of Munkathvera, lived at "Akur" (Grain Field) in the
Willow Point community from 1875-79. He was in charge of the
warehouse-hospital at Gimli during the smallpox epidemic 1876-77.
He left New Iceland to pioneer at Pembina, North Dakota, from 1880
to 1891. He then moved to Grand Forks, N.D. where he constructed
many houses, and his home there was a focal point for such men as
Vilhjalmur Stefansson, Judge Gudmundur Grimsson, and Sveinbjorn
Johnson, Attorney-General of North Dakota, during their student
days. He then pioneered in Wynyard, Sask. from 1904 to 1910, and had
the first store there, in which religious services, choir practices, and
meetings were held. He supplied the only medical aid available during
those years. Later he moved to Vancouver; Blaine, Washington;
Portland, Oregon, and finally back to Iceland in 1930, where he died in
1945, at the age of93. He was a leader in every community in which he
lived.
Benedikt Jonasson was the first pioneer at Kirkjubaer, (Kirkby) in
the Broad Bay (Hnausa) community. He moved to Gardar, N.D. in
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1879, pioneered there, and again briefly in Alberta. He moved from
there to the homestead of Akur near Gimli, originally settled by Jon of
Munkathvera, and lIved there till old age. Anna Una Torfadottir was
the wife of Henedikt Jonasson. Four of their children reached adult age:
I. Maria Torfhildur, first wife of Sigurjon Eiriksson Isfeld.
2. Alexander Freeman Jonasson, who married Thuridur (Thura)
Helga Bjarnadottir, who after his death became the second wife of
Olafur Thorsteinson of Husavick.
3. Carl Emil Jonasson, married to Concordia Gisladottir of Edmonton.
4. Gudrun Ethel, who married Herbert Helgason of Gimli, a garage operator.
The land was divided into two parts by the Colonization Road,
which was built through the length of the colony at an early date. Mr.
Jonasson sold the western sector to Gudmundur Kolut"oss, who re-sold
it shortly after, around 1900, to B. B. Olson.
Following the demise of Benedikt Jonasson and later of his widow,
the eastern sector of 9-l9-4E came into the possession of their youngest
daughter, Ethel Helgason, who many years later, in 1952, sold it to Oli
P. Josephson, who in turn sold most of the property to Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Howard of Gimli, who subdivided it into lots, most of which
have been sold to summer residents for cottages. Prior to this time,
other sections of the land had been sold in small lots for similar purposes.
Around the same period, the western sector was sold by the Olson
family to Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Sigmundson, with the exception of two
acres which were kept by Frank Olson. The Sigmundsons also subdivided it into lots, many of which now contain permanent dwellings,
and either summer homes. For a few years the Sigmundson family
operated a cement plant there, which has since been moved northwest of
town, and the site is now occupied by Goodman Construction and
Lumber Company.
Frank Olson sold another portion to Allan Sargeant for a home,
and the site of the large three-storey home which was the B. B. Olson
family home for many years, and a Gimli landmark, was sold to the
federal government for the new weather station, or meteorological environment station. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Olson retained two lots on
which the old shanty still stands, which they use for a summer home,
and plan to retire on that location.
With the Town of Gimli seeking to expand its borders, South
Beach, with its many permanent homes as well as summer residences,
may become a part of the town before much more time passes.

ARNASON CABINS
Just beyond the southern boundary of the town of Gimli, along the
shore of Lake Winnipeg, there is a group of little cabins built to
provide a place for those wishing to have a lakeside holiday, to rent for
a weekend, a week, or more, at moderate cost. They are known as Arnason's Cabins, and have accommodated many hundreds of people dur397

ing the years since the property was bought by Jon Arnason, a St.
James businessman, in 1948. A winterized house was on the property
when he bought it, and he built the cabins, which all have the names of
flowers, such as Daffodil, Marigold, Bluebell, etc. He planted spruce
trees as a border to the property, which have grown during the years.
Jon Amason, who spent his summers in Gimli managing his
summer resort, passed away May 30, 1972. Before he died, he wrote his
own life story to be published after his death. His son Ami, who with his
daughter Mrs. Viola Francey had come into the business to assist him,
died three weeks before his father.
Jon Amason, according to his autobiography, was bom at
Glaesibae, Skagafirdi, Iceland, August 19, 1889, the son of Dr. Ami
Jonsson and Sigridur Johannesdottir. His mother died when he was a
year old, and his father re-married to Sigurveig Fridjonsdottir. Jon's
father died when he was 12 years old, and his stepmother married Jon
Benediktson. They came to Canada in 1905, and from that time, Jon
was on his own, first working as a cook for fishermen at $6.00 a month.
He married Olafia Olafson in 191 I, and in 1917 homesteaded near
Reykjavik P.O., and later bought land close to Moosehom. In 1930 he
moved to St. James where he had a chicken farm and fish market.
Jon enjoyed composing poetry, like many Icelanders. His relatives
in Iceland have included doctors, ministers, and a hydro superintendent.
Amason's Cabins are still a popular resort area of Gimli, and still
carry the name of Jon Amason.

THE HISTORY OF ARNES - by Mrs. S. August (Heida) Sigurdson
As I write this article for G IMLI SAGA, it is with some
apprehension, since I was 12 years old when we came to live at Ames. I
had, of course, come here often, as my grandfather Jonas Einarson
settled at VA TNSN ES about 191 I. He came from Iceland to Cavalier,

SIC/CJ/l Sigurdwl1 of' Vidivolllll1l.
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N.D., and then moved to Howardville, north of Riverton, before
moving to Arnes with his wife Gudrun and their six sons, Halldor,
Stefan, Sigurberg, Ellis, Olafur, and Johann (all now deceased). My
father, Einar Jonasson, his brother, Hannes, late of Gimli, and sister,
Sigthrudur Stefanson, late of Selkirk, were the children of his first
marriage in Iceland. Thus, my father, uncle, and aunt called themselves
Jonasson, after the Icelandic custom of taking the father's first name,
while the second family followed the Canadian custom, using his
surname of Einarson. After the first World War and the 1919 Winnipeg
strike, my parents moved to a parcel of land of the farm known as
BUASTADIR. My father, my mother, Elizabet (Gunnlaugsdottir),
sister Thorbjorg (Mrs. Helgi Eiriksson) and my twin brother Margeir
and I settled here, and took a great liking to the warm-hearted people
who lived here. Both parents and sister are now deceased. Margeir lives
in Winnipeg.

SETTLEMENT, HOMESTEAD NAMES, PROGRESS AND
PERSONALITIES I HAVE KNOWN
The first Icelandic settlers arrived here in 1876, and by 1879 all but
seven families had moved away, after suffering the smallpox plague and
a very cold winter. Those who stayed were heartened by a warm winter
in 1877-78, when the lake formed only drifting ice and did not freeze
solid. Many of the first settlers returned. They set about making log
cabins and roads threading the homesteads which bordered the lake,
and a number of overnight stopping places became well known for
their hospitality along the old Colony Road from Gimli to Ames. It is
interesting to note that at last this road is being re-built and will be
paved by 1975, to make a beautiful highway. Exactly one mile before
the curve over the track at Camp Morton was HOFN, meaning haven
or harbour, the home of Mr. and Mrs. Pjetur Eyolfson, and later their
son Magnus, who many a time helped tide people over on a long
journey.
The next stopping place, perhaps, was BRAUTARHOLT, home
of Isleifur and Oddfridur Helgason - a meeting-place for many a local
improvement scheme and decision, for Isleifur, an outgoing person, was
a good supporter of Ames Lutheran Church, and Secretary-Treasurer
of South Arnes School District for 17 years. His son Leifi Helgason,
who now lives on the homestead, and his wife Thorunn Einarson of
EINARSSTODUM, have also taken a keen interest in the community, and Thorunn was also South Arnes School Secretary-Treasurer for
many years until it merged in the Evergreen Division. She was for many
years treasurer of the Arnes Community Hall, and they both served on
the Board of Directors of the Ames Credit Union, having been
instrumental as charter members, in its establishment in 1949. At the
Hdgason corner, municipal polls are held during elections. Their three
married sons live in Selkirk.
MEL., the home of Albert and Bjorg Jonsson, parents of the
Johnson or Albertson brothers, as they are mostly referred to, is
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another Stopping Place where many happy hours are remembered, and
many a meeting to establish the Ames Lutheran congregation, young
people's clubs, in addition to taking care of weary travellers. A
grandson, Bjorgvin and his wife Sigurlin Sveinsson from
SVALBAKKA, and their two sons and four daughters, built a new
home across the road from the family home, and are very active in the
community, making their imprint on the life-style of Ames.
BIRKIVOLLUM, A Stopping Place known also as "Icelanders'
House", and renowned for its hospitality, was established by Jon and
Kristin Jonsson. Their son Olafur Johnson and his wife, Emma
Goldhardt of Ames, were active in church and community affairs.
Their son Jon O. Johnson is perhaps best known in the Interlake for his
fine carpenter work and community service. He served as president of
the Church Council, Hall Committee, and during his term of office as
president of the Ames Credit Union Society, it was merged with the
Arborg Credit Union. His wife was the former Aida Eliasson of
Winnipeg.
At VIDIVOLLUM, perhaps the first and largest stopping place
for man or beast - as it was not uncommon that 20 teams and their
drivers were being cared for at once, Stefan S. Sigurdson and his wife
Gudrun were at the weary traveller's call day or night. It was accessible
also from the lake, since the only means of transportation before the
railway came through to Riverton in 1914, was by dog-team, oxen, and
horses. Stefan came to Ames in 1876 and lived all his life at
VIDIVOLLUM until he went to the Betel Home in Gimli, where he
died at the grand old age of 98 years. Their home will be long
remembered: here much activity was created for the betterment of New
Iceland, and many early municipal meetings were held here. Gudrun
and her daughters, Vigdis (Mrs. Einarson), who .upon marriage went to
live at Winnipegosis, and Margaret (Mrs. Simbi Josephson of Gimli),
were excellent cooks, and fine homemakers. Tragedy struck this home
more than once, as four of Stefan's sons met their death by accident,
three of them by drowning - Bjom in 1911 and Sigurdur in 1958 while
fishing on Lake Winnipeg, and Ingimann at Keewatin in 1919. Another
beloved son, Ingiberg, died in a harbour mishap at Churchill in 1934.
His wife was the former Lara B. Thordarson of Gimli, now living in
Winnipeg, a former school teacher and outstanding personality.
Sigurdur (Siggi) married Annie Warcimaga of the Jaroslaw district,
who still resides at BRIMNES at Ames. They had three sons and four
daughters.
From VIDIVOLLUM also came the two sons of Stefan's first
marriage, as his first wife died in 1890. A little girl had died the night of
their arrival, from exposure and cold travelling on the lake from
Winnipeg. The Sigurdson brothers, John and Hrolfur, became well
known, operating a fish station at Ames for many years, as well as a
store at the new Ames site when the railroad came through in 1914.
Another brother of the second family, Magnus, was also in partnership,
but when he left to enter the first World War and fell in action at Vimy
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Ridge, Belgium, Nov. 13, 1917, his time was terminated. He left a wife
and son. His wife the former Christine Anderson from
BIRKIVOLLUM now resides at the Betel Home. John stayed in the
store business only a few years, remaining in the fishing business.
Hrolfur (Harry) stayed in both businesses and carried them for a good
many years, until he moved to Gimli in the early 1940s, where he
opened a store. The store was then taken over by his daughter Margaret
and her husband Michael Dzydz. Hrolfur had married Kristine
Sveinson from LAUFHOLI. She died in the 1918-19 flu epidemic,
leaving two small daughters, Margaret and Magnea (Mrs. C. Otter).
Much could be said about these two girls, both excellent scholars and
brilliant mathematicians. Today this gift is evident in their children.
Hrolfur married again, the former Elin Arason of Gimli, who now
lives at the Betel Home. She was a beautiful homemaker, and one of the
forerunners of our over fifty years old Lutheran Ladies' Aid. Both were
church-loving people and instrumental in launching Sunrise Camp at
Husavick, which will always be a great source of pride to the Icelandic
women of Manitoba. My sister and I were privileged to live in this
lovely home and work in the store, which I felt to be an education in
itself. Hrolfur's school years were only two - therefore this man was
self-educated, yet became a shrewd businessman, and during the
depression showed much cumpassion for many people at Arnes and
elsewhere. He used his business talent wisely and was a director in many
Winnipeg business organizations and firms, indicating his know-how.
They had two daughters and one son. Hrolfur died in 1952.
Stefan Leifur, Hrolfur's son, is well known as a fish station
operator in business partnership with Joseph M. Dzydz. They also
operate a trucking business, creating employment for a number of
people. Their wives are sisters, Lillian and Mary Keller, daughters of
the late Mr. and Mrs. Martin Keller, (section forman at Arnes and
Arborg). They assist their husbands at the Arnes Dock Camp during
the fishing seasons, are excellent homemakers and indispensable
members of the Ladies' Auxiliary to the Ames Hall. Mr. and Mrs.
Stefan Sigurdson have two daughters and Mr. and Mrs. Dzydz one
daughter.
Stefan Sigurdson is the inventor of the Sigurdson Ice Auger, which
is operated by bombardier, or an air-cooled engine on a motor
toboggan. It was introduced to the fishing industry in 1959, and is sold
solely by him, all over the western provinces and the Northwest
Territories. He also makes jiggers for winter fishing under the ice.
The only surviving and youngest son of the older Stefan Sigurdson
and his second wife Gudrun is Stefan August (Gusti), my husband we were married in 1931, and have lived at Arnes all our married life
except for three years during the war, in Winnipeg. We have two sons
and five daughters, all of whom have had responsible positions in civic
and private enterprise. Gusti was a Lake Winnipeg fisherman for 18
years before the second World War, but then tried his hand at
carpentry, to which he soon adapted, and since has built many a lovely
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home in this area and elsewhere. He has supervised the building of
commercial and other buildings. In 1945 he became the first maker of a
commercially sold ice-jigger feasible for winter fishing. It is not known
who actually made the first ice-jigger or apparatus to pull nets under the
ice. In 1945 he added a knocker to this apparatus, enabling the
fisherman to follow its direction under ice. Park-Hannesson Limited of
Winnipeg, fishing equipment distributors, became the first distributors
of his ice-jigger in Canada and the U.S.A. His jiggers, now
manufactured in Winnipeg by his son Thorberg (Thor) Sigurdson, are
now sold by John Leckie Limited. At time of writing he is construction
superintendent for a Winnipeg building firm.
In 1947 we bought the Kristjana and Finnur Helgason Store at
Arnes, and acquired the post office, and I became the third postmaster
of Arnes, a position I held until 1966. Gusti became manager of the
newly formed Arnes Credit Union Society in 1949, and I assisted him,
until it merged with the Arborg Credit Union Society in 1971.
We kept the Credit Union for 22 years, and when we sold our store
in 1963 we moved it with us to our new home next to the store. We
enjoyed these ventures and made many new friends. We were reluctant
to merge, but had exhausted our territory, and more money was needed
for larger loans . . . that in itself is progress.
The western district of Arnes was settled by Polish, Ukrainian, and
German people around 1900, many of whom inter-married, combining
a rich ethnic culture in Arnes. Their struggle to combat the elements
was no less than ours . . . they cleared the bush and made their fields
for garden produce, and many a cord of wood did I measure for these
people when they came to sell their wood, and counted eggs buried in
bran or shorts to protect them from breaking as they were being jogged
along the rough roads to the stores.
It is interesting to note that when the Gimli Municipality was
incorporated in 1887, the first meeting was held at LAUFHOLL,
Drunken Point. Here Gisli Jonsson had settled after first acquiring
GRENIVELLIR. Here he kept a store for 25 years before moving to
Gimli, when he sold LAUFHOLL to Gudmundur Eliasson in 1908.
Gisli was very active in community affairs, as we note from the minutes
of those early meetings. (see R.M. of Gimli).
When Gudmundur and Margaret Eliasson came to LAUFHOLL
from North Dakota in 1908, they took their place immediately in
community affairs. She was an angel of mercy if there ever was one,
giving strength and encouragement in sickness and health, a woman of
great managerial powers. Theirs was a home of education and learning.
Gudmundur's task was to help and teach two of their sons at home since
they were not able to stay long years in school because of special
difficulties in eye strain. Their children: Margaret Eliasson had two
children by a former marraige - Kristine (Mrs. Hrolfur Sigurdson),
and Thorsteinn Sveinson, a most trustworthy worker and loyal friend.
Living at LAUFHOLL today is August (Gusti) Eliasson, with an
inventive and creative mind, with a wide knowledge of motors and
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engines, well read and interested in world affairs, and dedicated to his
family. For many years he operated a blacksmith shop in Gimli, where
his family of four daughters grew up. Following the death of his wife,
the former Jonina Johnson of Arborg, he moved back to LAUFHOLL.
Two of his daughters have lived in Gimli for a number of years Margaret, who married Walter Sigurdson of Gimli; they lived at Gimli
but have since moved to Winnipeg. Sina, the youngest daughter,
married Gerald Finley, a member of the armed forces, who later retired
and they returned to Gimli, where he is a TV repairman. They have
three children, Leslie, married to Brian Warcimaga, and two sons. The
other two sisters, Herdis and Jonina, live in Saskatchewan.
Helgi and Franklin Eliasson moved away in the early 30s. Perhaps
best known of the family is Magnus Eliasson, of Winnipeg, a brilliant
thinker and lecturer, who taught public speaking as a young man. He is
an avid promotor of the C.C.F. and now New Democratic Party, a keen
organizer, has held a term of office on Winnipeg city council, and
operates a thriving insurance agency. His wife is the former Kay
MacFarlane. They have their summer home at Arnes.
BUASTODUM, originally homesteaded by Jon Olafson, was the
pioneer home of Sigridur Johannesson, who with her husband Johann
Johannesson had been the first to homestead FAGRABAKKA in
South Arnes. On this farm we find a number of pioneers buried in a
small cemetery near the lake. Sigridur was a blessing to her community, often called upon for midwife duty, always a friend in need. Her
son Helgi Johannesson, who retired in Gimli, operated a fishing station
at BUASTODUM, before moving to Winnipeg. Sigridur and her
family later moved to Gimli. A daughter, Mrs. Jona Arason, now lives
at Landmark Apartments.
Another personality with healing hands was Eirikur Eiriksson,
who travelled many hours and miles to help bring many a child into the
world. He and his wife Gudlaug Helgason were loyal supporters of
church and school. A son Oscar married Ingibjorg (Emma) Bell and
they lived at HOF until they moved to Calgary, They too left their
imprint on Ames, Emma being a faithful member of the Lutheran
Ladies' Aid, and their five children are all outstanding in their chosen
fields. Another son from KARASTADIR, as Eirikur's farm was
named, was Helgi, who took over the farm, with his wife Thorbjorg
Jonasson, and cared lovingly for his grandfather and parents until their
death. Helgi was Secretary-Treasurer of Ames South School, and
instrumental in having a road cleared, by-passing KARASTADIR,
which we now enjoy as the No.8 Highway. He married a second time
and moved to Prince Rupert, B.C. From KARASTADIR we have
Holmfridur (Freda) who married Johann, son of Jonatan Jonsson who
homesteaded BRU, which became the hub of the south district, the
school and the Nes post office being built there. The Nes post office was
first at NESI, with Gudlaugur Magnusson as postmaster. Johann (Joe)
Jonatanson operated a freighting service on Lake Winnipeg for many
years, and took a very active part in all local improvement projects.
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Their daughter Laura Gottfried, now of Gimli, took the post office over
following her mother's death. It was discontinued when she married and
moved away.
Another daughter of the Jonatansons, Johanna (Josie) married
Fred Walld. They operate the homestead, but settled at
THORVALDSST ADIR close by. They too are very active, and have
two sons and three daughters. A son John was a Gimli and Riverton bus
driver for many years and much appreciated by passengers.
From GEIRASTADIR we have the enterprising Gudmundur
Thorkelson family. (See Thorkelson history).
SV ALBAKKI is another homestead from which some outstanding
personalities have come. Thorsteinn Sveinson and his wife Gudbjorg
lived there. He kept a blacksmith shop and was also an excellent
carpenter. Some of his genius is still evident today, for his daughter
Sigurlin (Mrs. Bjorgvin Albertson) inherited a beautiful clock which he
made, complete with calendar and date. There are, I am sure, some of
his spinning wheels still in use in this area. A son, Valdimar, married to
Lilja Sveinson of Husavick, kept on with the shop work, and many a
fisherman has used tools he has made. He later became caretaker at the
Betel Home, and Lilja also worked there as a nurse's aide until their
retirement at Gimli.
A daughter of Thorsteinn and Gudbjorg is Margaret Sveinsson, a
much loved personality, who worked as a nurse at Johnson Memorial
Hospital and the Betel Home, where she also was Matron, for some
years, before becoming a resident there. In former years she was the
nurse and comforter at many a delivery in our homes, sometimes
attending two mothers in a day.
SKIDASTADIR across the road was the home of Thordur
Bjarnason and his wife Rebekka. (See Bjarnason Family).
Other homesteads in the south district were SOLHEIMAR,
ENGIMYRI, GRAENMORK, GULLBAUGSTADIR,
STADARHOLL, HORGHOLL, HEGGSSTADIR, SANDVIK,
THYRNIMORK, and STROND. At STROND we now find Johann
(Joe) Helgason and his wife Gudny,' formerly Einarson from
EINARSSTODUM, who are very active in community affairs; both
having worked for the Credit Union, Gudny on the supervisory
committee, and Joe on the Board of Directors. He has also chaired the
cemetery committee. They have two sons and a daughter.
Johannes Magnusson married Kristin Johannesdottir, who died a
year later. He settled at DAGVERDDARNES with his second wife,
Kristin Sigurbjornsdottir from FLAT ATUNGA. From this union there
were 16 children, some of whom are living in Gimli. (See Magnusson
Family). This family had some outstanding administrative qualities.
Johannes was the first assessor in 1887, and first secretary of the A rnes
congregation in 1900, records showing his beautiful handwriting.
In the North Arnes area, other homesteads included
LANDAMOT,
ROTUM,
LAUFA,
ODDNYARSTADIR,
STADARSTADIR, HLID, ARNASTADIR, BJORK,
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LAEKJAMOT, MORK, VILLOWHAED, LUNDI, TJORN,
MYRAKOT, and HJORLEIFSSTADIR. Many of these farms have
been vacant for years, belonging to other farmers in the dstrict. We
cannot account for all the wonderful people who lived there. Thorvaldur
Thorvaldsson dwelt at V IDIDALSTUNGA for 29 years, with his
wife Thuridur Thorbergsdottir, but moved to Riverton in 1916. Their
children are well known as outstanding scholars of the day. Dr.
Thorbergur Thorvaldson, cement chemist, found the element to combat
sulphate deterioration of cement. A building in his name on campus at
the University of Saskatoon bears evidence of his great contribution to
Canadian industry. Another son, Thorvaldur, died while enrolled at
Harvard University. He was a fellow student of Vilhjalmur Stefansson,
the well known Arctic explorer also bom at Ames. Sveinn Thorvaldson
became a well known Riverton businessman and Member of
Parliament. Gudrun married Sigurjon Johnson of ODDA. Their son
Dr. Valdimar Johnson is a scientist and professor in agriculture at the
University of Manitoba; Olafur was with the weather bureau at
Medicine Hat, Alta.; Marino, who retired and died in Gimli, was
brilliant in construction and veterinary work. A daughter, Thura,
married Jonas Olafson, and was a teacher. Two other sons are
deceased. The two youngest daughters moved to the United States, and
another daughter, Sigurros, (Mrs. Richard Amer), still lives at Ames.
She and her husband are active community workers, having been
instrumental in the formation of the Credit Union, and are now
valuable resource persons for Camp Ames. They have their own private
trailer park operation at FLATATUNGA. They have two married
sons.
Camp Ames has a 25 year background at Ames. It was first
operated by the Mennonite Brethren Businessmen, as Lake Winnipeg
Mission Camp Society. It offers Christian camp life in its beautiful
setting by the lake. It is now a year round operation, and many
Winnipeg school children spend a week or less there, enjoying outdoor
environmental studies, in which a number of Ames people are
employed. The Camp is located on the former homestead of
GRIMSSTADIR, and Ames people enjoy the wonderful hospitality
offered there.
Dr. S. O. Thompson, for many years a dedicated Riverton
physician, and Member of the Legislature, was born at
SVEINSSTODUM. Finnbogi Finnbogason gave his name to the little
village of Finns. He travelled around the district looking after
SUbscriptions for the Icelandic newspapers, well read and always a
welcome visitor.
At FAGURHOLL or HOLl as we call it today, lived Gudmundur
Markusson and his wife Ingibjorg, with four sons and one daughter:
Finnur and his wife Gudrun Thordarson, Sveinn, who excelled in
carpentry and iron works; Johann and his wife the former Emily
Albertson; and Gudny, (Mrs. Bjom Petursson). He for years was
professor of horticulture at the University of Manitoba. On many
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occasions flowers sent by this couple graced the church altar. Gudny
was instrumental in organizing clubs and many social evenings they
sponsored, not the least being the young people's club, Bjarmi, which
donated the organ in the Lutheran Church. The Lutheran Ladies' Aid
received many a bundle of remnants for their bazaar, as she was a
charter member of that organization.
At HORNI we find Thordur Palsson and his wife Halldora, both
friendly and fun-loving. Their son Gunnar and his wife Anna Sigurdson
took over the farm, and have ten children living. Thordur's and
Halldora's daughter Thordis married Olafur Einarson, and their son
Olafur and his wife Doris are very active community workers.
In 1903 Olafur Jonasson and his wife Helga acquired DJUPADAL, which was covered with swampland which he drained and
cleared. They had three sons and a daughter and the eldest son Jonas
was well known as a saw mill operator. He and his wife Thura built a
lovely home at EIDUM. They had two children. Previous owners of
EIDUM were Axel and Gudrun Melsted, both of whom have deep
roots in Arnes. Gudlaugur (Laugi) Melsted and his wife Rosalin (Lina)
Olafson now live at ODDA and two of the sons of this large family have
made their homes there with their families.
At EIDUM today we find Jon J. Jonasson and his wife Bertha,
formerly Johnson, who have two daughters and a son. Jon is the son of
Jon Jonasson and his wife Ragnheidur ~tefansdottir. Never shall I
forget her warmth and kindness to us schJol children who had to walk
three miles to school after the school was moved from old Arnes in
1921. Jon was a member of the school board for many years, as was his
son, Joe, who now operates a store on EIDUM. On this farm we find
the impressive Vilhjalmur Stefansson Memorial Park, a most fitting
spot, as Jon, too, came from Hulduarhvammi where the famous Arctic
explorer was born. Jon's brothers Stefan and Gunnsteinn now own and
operate the farm. A sister Augusta was married to the late Johann
Einarson from V A TNSNES. His brother Halldor acquired the
V ATNSNES farm, and married Clara Goldhardt from Finns, from a
German family. Their five sons and three daughters, an enterprising
family, all learned to speak the Icelandic language, as did their mother
and her sister Emma.
Jon Thorkelson and his wife Kristjana Magnusdottir came to
FAGRANES from Iceland in 1886. Their son Sigurdur married
Johanna Sumarlidadottir, and his sister Gudrun made her life with
them, endearing herself to all the family. They had two sons and five
daughters, a warm and hospitable family, where often the school
teacher boarded. The youngest son Harold acquired the homestead,
married Phyllis Dahlman of Riverton, and now works for the provincial Department of Agriculture.
Bjarni Petursson and his wife Kristin Thorleifsdottir settled at
GRENIVELLIR in 1892, where they raised two sons and five
daughters, in a friendly and dedicated home, where some of the first
meetings to establish the Lutheran congregation were held. In later
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years their son Peter and his wife Vigdis Magnusson were no less
hospitable. They had one daughter and two sons, both serving in the
Canadian police force. Peter operated a freighting outfit on the lake for
many years with Jon Jonatanson. The other son Thorleifur married the
former Snjolaug Martin, a most dedicated person, organist in the
Lutheran Church for many years, and until the Federated Church was
moved to the Hnausa Camp, an active member. Leifi and Snjolaug had
three sons and two daughters, equally helpful in the community. Leifi
died at the Betel Home, where Snjolaug is now a practical nurse, and
she makes her home in Gimli.
GRENIVELLlR now is the beautiful Northernaire Golf Course
operated by the Lupyrypa brothers from Riverton. Parcels of this farm
were also donated to the Arnes Community Hall and the Lutheran
Church.
At STEINNESI we find Bjarni and Kristin's daughter Sigridur,
married to John (Jack) O'Hare, who is Irish. Their children were seven,
and a daughter, Kristin (Teenie), and her husband Gudmundur
Helgason from BRA UT ARHOL TI now live on the farm and are active
community workers. Gunnlaugur Helgason and his wife Johanna Helga
Sigurdardottir came to JADAR in 1885. Their son Helgi married
Johanna (Joa) Helgason from GRENIVELLlR. Helgi was a fine
carpenter and mechanic, and they moved to Gimli where he built and
operated the Highway Garage on Third Avenue.
Gudmundur Helgason and his wife Anna Helgadottir came to
FRON in 1887, and lived there the rest of their lives. This became an
early stopping place and home of the South Arnes Icelandic Library.
Having no children of their own, they brought up five nieces and a
nephew, all of whom had a good education. One is Captain August
Helgason who guided the S.S. Keenora and its passengers through
many a rough sea, and is now captain of the Goldfield. He and his wife
Thora Melsted still live at FRON. They have three sons and two
daughters. Gusti, as we know him best, was the son of Thorfinnur
Helgason and his wife Marsibil Jonatansdottir from BRU. They settled
at BLOMSTURVELLlR. One of their daughters is Mrs. Kardy
Geirholm of Gimli.
Other Arnes born residents of Gimli today are Mundi Markusson,
storekeeper, and his brother Albert, Town Foreman.
BORGARKOT was settled by Helgi Thordarson and his wife
Herdis Eiriksdottir, several of whose children are residents of Gimli Sveinn, well known owner of Gimli Taxi, Eric, a carpenter, Bjorgvin, a
boat captain in northern Alberta every summer, Pall, a mechanic, Leifi,
employed at the Gimli Industrial Park. Egill Jonsson and his wife
Ragnhildur Eiriksson lived at BORG, having two sons and three daughters.
Hjortur Gudmundson and his wife Gudrun Gudmundsdottir came
to settle at FOGRUVOLLUM in 1899. There was much love of music
in this home, which had its outlet in the beautiful voice of a daughter,
Anna (Mrs. Angus Hope). She sang many an Icelandic solo in
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Winnipeg, and elsewhere, and a daughter Donna, (Mrs. R. Andert)
inherited her gift, performing on television and radio.
Einar Gudmundson and his wife Margret Sigurdardottir
homesteaded EINARSTADIR in 1888. Their son Fred was a member
of the school board, and they boarded many teachers. Fred married
Florence Johnson of Arborg. His brother Magnus, who served overseas
in the first world war, married Jonina Kardal. They also were very
active in the community. Jonina now lives in Gimli, and is a night nurse
at the Betel Home.
Bardur Einarson and his wife Gudfinna lived at SKOGAGERDI.
Their son Einar B. Einarson and his wife Inga now live at Camp
Morton.
Sigurdur Sigurbjornson came to Canada in 1874, and worked on
the railroad for $1.l2Y2 a day, and on farms for $7.00 a month, and
during harvest $10 a month. He came to New Iceland in 1875, and in
the spring took a homestead called TUNGA. The following year he
worked on the railway again. In 1879 he married Snjolaug
Johannesdottir, and in 1880 acquired the farm ARNES, where the little
Drunken River flows into Lake Winnipeg. He donated land for the
local cemetery, and in 1888 became the first postmaster of Arnes. He
operated a store at the junction of the old Colony Road and the river.
When the railroad came through in 1914, he moved his store and post
office to the present site. He was a friendly man and the children loved
him for his generous servings of candy. His lovely stately wife lived with
their daughter after his death in 1925. Kristjana's husband was Bjorn.
Magnusson from HORGHOLL. She acquired the post office and they
ran the store till he died in the late 20s. Snjolaug lived to be 92 years of
age. The Sigurbjornsons had three sons, all of wQom went into the store
business, Sigurjon in Arborg and Fridgeir and Sigurbjorn in Riverton.
Fridgeir passed away in the 30s and Sigurbjorn later went to work for
the Manitoba Department of Mines and Resources, Fishery
Department. A daughter, Fridrikka, married Antonius Martin and they
settled at BALDURSHAGI. They too take an active part in
community affairs. Mrs. Martin was Secretary-Treasurer of the North
Ames School District for over 20 years. They had four sons, Fredrik
taking over the homestead.
Kristiana Magnusson married Thorfinnur (Finni) Helgason from
BLOMSTURVELLIR. They operated the store and post office untIl
they sold out to S. A. Sigurdson. The patrons missed Kristjana very
much, as she had been a kind and good listener to their many problems,
especially through the depression years and then the war years, with the
burden of rationing, and distributing coupon books, in addition to taking care of bus fares and express for the two buses operating from Winnipeg to Riverton daily. All mail had to be carried across to the railway
station, and there were two daily trains, and three in the summer. She
also kept cows and chickens. There was not much time for meals, and
often they were up till well past midnight. Christmas Eve saw people
lined up against the two long counters, catching up on the latest news
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while waiting for the many heavy bags of mail to be sorted, so that each
and every item could be delivered before Christmas Day. This we well
know, as we inherited it when we took over the business, in addition to
our six children all under 15 years of age. Bless them all for waiting so
patiently to open their Christmas gifts, and bless Afi (Grandfather)
Einar for taking care of them. The Icelandic custom was to open gifts
on Christmas Eve, usually beginning with a supper at 6 P.M. I'm afraid
our children missed out on that for a good many years. After World
War Two, Arnes, like many other parts of Manitoba, got electricity.
This meant refrigeration, fresh meats; better roads, and better freight
service by truck and better mail service also came to us. I t soon became
evident that the tourist trade was upon our doorstep, and so it is to this
day. Several summer resorts have been established and other businesses have moved in. AKRAR, SILFURSTRAUMUR and other
homes by the lake have been absorbed into new ways of life. At
Drunken Point HLID and VIDIVELLIR have become-a large summer resort, and also now house Geiri Johnson's beautiful hangar and
Northway Air Strip. His business has been growing every year and his
son Jim and three other pilots are keeping the service to the north one of
the best operations of its kind. He now has six planes in operation. His
wife and daughter-in-law are'valuable assistants in this huge operation.
At Arnes several new families haVe" moved in, among the first
Soffanius and Fridrika Bergman. He travelled the countryside for the
Rawleigh Company for years. He died some years ago. Mrs. Bergman
is talented, a good pianist and in later years has turned to art.
Edward Marks and his wife Marjorie came in the mid fifties. They
have four sons and a daughter, all settled on farms and excellent
supporters of community efforts.
Norman Hurdal and his wife Phyllis are also making their
contribution. The Bob Hammonds of Spruce Sands Re,sort have
already taken firm roots in the community. The Dixons came in 1963,
now owning and operating the store and post office. Jack is retired from
the armed forces. He and his wife Rosalie take an active interest in the
community and the Gimli Art Club. They had three daughters and one
son. Their oldest daughter Gloria was a brilliant pianist, married to
Norman Valgardson of Gimli. She perished in a fire.
I would like to mention more, but space does not permit. We, the
younger generations, owe so much to our forefathers for their
perseverance and stability in a new country, and we are happy to have
been merged into Canadian citizens. We hope we can carryon their
guidance and prudence as prevailed in the days of the old spinning
wheel and skinnskor (sheepskin shoes).
Editorial note: Valdheidur L. (Heida) Sigurdson of Arnes, in writing
this description of the Arnes community in her own special style, naturally has kept to a minimum any record of her own personal contribution. During all the years she has lived at Arnes, Heida has been a
community leader in every activity. When one thinks of Arnes, one
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thinks first of all of Heida Sigurdson. The detail on early families and
homesteads included here was made possible by the years of dedicated
work she did recently, as chairman of a committee which prepared a
map of the entire Rural Municipality of Gimli, showing every home
with its Icelandic name and the name of its original settlers. The
finished map, which was a project of the Gimli Chapter of the Icelandic
National League, now hangs in the Gimli Icelandic Museum. (See
Vilhjalmur Stefansson Park.)

THE VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON PARK, ARNES, MANITOBA
One of the babies born at Ames, on a homestead northeast of the
village, became one of the world's most illustrious and well known
Icelanders. Vilhjalmur F. Stefansson born in 1879 was the son of
pioneer parents, who left the Arnes area for North Dakota when their
son was three years of age. Vilhjalmur was educated in the United
States, and was an American citizen, though always retaining his
Icelandic name and heritage. It was in the Canadian Arctic, where he
conducted much exploration on behalf of the Canadian government,
that he attained his fame, from the discoveries he made of how the
white man could survive in the north by living as the Eskimos do, and
through his many books about the north.
The people of New Iceland, and especially of Arnes, are proud of
this distinguished son, and wished to commemorate his birthplace. In
1967, when many plans were being visualized for local centennial projects, the Arnes people, attending meetings of the Gimli Centennial
Committee, broached the subject of using available grants for a Vilhjalmur Stefansson memorial at Arnes. Spearheading the suggestion, as
she has done for so many Arnes projects, was Mrs. Valdheidur L.
Sigurdson, then the storekeeper and postmistress at Arnes. When the
Arnes park was rejected as the centennial project in favor of a regional
library building at Gimli, the people of Arnes, undaunted, decided to go
it alone under the auspices of the Arnes Community Club. The original
farm where Stefansson was born was considered, but, as Mrs. Sigurdson stated, "Because this lovely spot is one mile north and almost a mile
east of the Village of Arnes, it was felt that a memorial to this famous
man would be more appropriately placed where the traveller could have
better access to it. The provincial Archivist was invited to see both
places, thanks to the Hon. Dr. George Johnson. These gentlemen met
with a number of local people at that time, and a year later a gentleman
from the National and Historic Parks Branch visited the community to
see the proposed area, which led to the agreement that the Community
Club give the park area to the province. They in turn would designate
this as a 'Heritage Area' under their Heritage Park Program, as outlined by the Hon. Arthur Laing, Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development." At first the community was to have been
responsible for landscaping and preparing the park for the Memorial,
but later the province took over complete landscaping and maintenance
of the park.
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Scene from the unveiling ceremony.

Vilhjalmur Stefansson's main work was in the development and
application of ideas in travel, living, and survival in polar regions. His
first scientific expedition was in 1904 when as a graduate student at
Harvard he participated in a brief trip to Iceland. The most important
work which Stefansson undertook for Canada was as commander of the
Canadian Arctic Expedition of 1913-1918, the purpose of which was
both to explore and to gather scientific knowledge. The expedition put
several new geographical features on the map and completed the task of
filling the blank spots of the Arctic Archipelago. It also proved that extended sled travel across moving icefields was feasible and that persons
travelling in the north could survive on native food and supplies.
In the 1920s Stefansson turned to writing and lecturing about the
North. His best known works in this field were THE FRIENDLY
ARCTIC and THE NORTHWARD COURSE OF EMPIRE in
which he set out his philosophy on the north. Stefansson was formally
thanked for his work by the Canadian Government by an Order-inCouncil issued in 1921. Later, in 1952, the Canadian Board of
Geographical Names honoured him by naming a large island north of
Victoria after him. Stefansson went into semi-retirement in 1952 and
died at Hanover, New Hampshire on August 26, 1962. During his
lifetime he was the recipient of seven honorary doctorate degrees from
various universities around the world. He was designated as an eminent
Canadian by the Historical Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, the
body which advises the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development on historical matters.
The local committee at Arnes established a memorial fund for
Pioneer Parents, and held many other fund-raising activities to pay for
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the development of the Park. Work parties of all ages cleared the area,
burned brush, cut grass, erected fences; and this work went on for years.
The following description ofthe Stefansson Memorial appeared in the
February 28th 1969 issue of the Lake Centre News, "A monument inspired by an Eskimo stone structure and 'inushuk' will be erected late
this summer in Arnes as a memorial to Vilhjalmur Stefansson.
Inushuks are stone figures in the shape of a man built by Eskimos to
frighten the caribou into an area where they can be speared or brought
down with an arrow." The above announcement was made jointly by
the federal Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Jean
Chretien, and Manitoba Minister of Tourism and Recreation,. John B.
Carroll. The monument, created by the Toronto sculptor, Walter
Yarwood, is made of stone and inscribed in three languages, English,
French, and Icelandic, with Stefansson's words, "I know what I have
experienced and I know what it has meant to me."
On August 3, 1969, tht; Vilhjalmur Stefansson Park at Arnes was
formally opened, with a very well planned and fitting ceremony. About
700 people were gathered at the two acre park for the occasion, the
speakers being seated on a large decorated platform to the rear of the
monument. Mrs. V. L. Sigurdson, who had spearheaded the project
from the outset, was chairman. Dr. Thorvaldur Johnson, a professor
from the University of Manitoba, told the life story of Vilhjalmur
Stefansson, mentioning particularly his brilliance, which enabled him to
pass many university examinations without even having taken the
courses. Other speakers included Grettir L. Johannson, Consul-General
for Iceland; the Hon. Philip M. Petursson, Manitoba Minister of
Cultural Affairs; J. A. Bovey, provincial archivist; Mark Smerchanski,
M.P. for Provencher, who represented the Hon. Jean Chretien,
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development; E. S.
Russenholt, noted Manitoba historian. A choir directed by Mrs.
Douglas Tesch, and soloist Mrs. Thor Sigurdson, provided musical interludes. The commemorative plaque was then unveiled by Mr.
Smerchanski and the Hon. P. M. Petursson, representing the two
governments. A prayer of dedication was led by the Rev. Dr. V. J.
Eylands.
With the establishment of this small roadside park, another
historic beauty spot has been added to Manitoba, and the people of the
hamlet of Arnes are proud of its commemoration of their most famous
son.
Vilhjalmur Stefansson, the explorer, was the son of Johann Stefansson from Tunga on Svalbardstrond, Iceland, and his wife Ingibjorg
Johannesdottlr from Hofstadasel in Skagafjordur. His parents came to
New Iceland in 1876, C'nd in 1877 took the homestead of Hulduarhvammur (Hidden River Dell) in the Arnes district, where Vilhjalmur was
born Nov. 3, 1879. Johann Stefansson was district reeve of the Arnes
district in the time of the Twelve-Year Republic. The family emigrated
to North Dakota in 1881.
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THE HISTORY OF HNAUSA - Researched and compiled by Gudrun
Finnsson
The Breiduvik (Hnausa) Saga
Much has been written about the arrival of the "Large Group" of
Icelandic settlers who arrived in Canada in 1876. Of the 1400 people
who came that year, 1200 came to New Iceland. Their arrival in
Winnipeg did not make headlines, but excerpts from the "Looking
Backwards" column of the Winnipeg Free Press have this to say:
"Aug. 13, 1876: The Icelandic settlers, held back in Winnipeg by
bad weather and other delays, started off at last, with the Red River like
glass for smoothness. Their fleet of rowboats and flatboats, heavily
loaded, had 600 men, women and children aboard."
"Aug. 18, 1876: The second load of Icelandic immigrants
embarked on the Red River for the reserve on Lake Winnipeg. Instead
of using small boats again, they loaded all their effects and themselves
on a gale-proof barge, hitched to the stern wheel steamer Keewatin."
A large number of these people were on their way to the settlement
which was given the name of Fljotbyggd, "the River Settlement."
It is thought that Benedikt Jonasson and Pjetur Bjarnason, who
had arrived in Gimli the year before, were leaders of the group of about
20 families which chose to settle along the lake. We have been unable to
learn who named it Breidavik (Broad Bay). Possibly the name was
given on the spot when the travel-weary group first beheld the broad
arms of the bay, flanked on the south by the Arnes or Drunken Point,
and by Sandy Bar and Big Island on the north; they must have seemed
like welcoming arms to the weary travellers, many of whom were in a
greatly weakened physical condition after a long and arduous journey.
They were no more than settled when the small pox epidemic broke
out in November with great loss of life, children being most vulnerable,
and it was said that in the Breiduvik area almost every home was
affected. Sigursteinn and Sigridur Halldorson are especially mentioned
for their kindness to all newcomers during this period. Sigridur was the
first midwife and is also said to have ministered day and night to those
who fell ill in the epidemic.
Rev. Jon Bjarnason and his wife Fru Lara walked from Gimli to
Lundi (Riverton) on Nov. 16. 1877. On their way back to Gimli the first
service was held at Breiduvik at the home of Einar Bjarnason. After the
service a meeting was held to organize the congregation, and start a
Sunday school, one in the north and one in the south, with two men
volunteering to teach.
The April 12, 1878 "Framfari" carried this news item: "The
congregation in Breiduvik has started to build a church. It is 12 ells
long, 8 ells wide and 4 ells from foundation to ceiling. The foundations
for this building were laid in about the centre of the pioneer cemetery,
which dates back to the beginning of the settlement. Unfortunately, the
church was never completed, but its foundations could be seen for many
years.
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In 1879 the exodus began, and by 1881 most of the people had
migrated again, due to high lake levels and floods, the majority going to
North Dakota, where they settled at Mountain, Pembina, Hensel, and
Gardar. However, gradually new people came to take their place.
By 1886 a log building had been built for a community hall,
church, and later, a schoo!' From minutes of the congregation it
appears to have been a joint effort of Breiduvik and Geysir.
In March, 1887, a Ladies' Aid was organized, the founders being
Gudbjorg Jonasson, Gudrun Jonsson, Arnfridur Jonsson, Sigridur
Halldorson, and Gudfinna Eiriksdottir, who became the wife of
Gunnsteinn Eyjolfsson of Riverton. No records of this group are
available, but no doubt they worked hard to raise funds to build the
church which was finally completed in 1906.
A meeting was held in the community building April 12, 1887, to
establish a library. Bjarni Marteinsson was chairman and Nikulas
Snaedal secretary, and 15 men were present, pledging $11 to buy books.
Magnus Jonasson was appointed treasurer, and Bjarni Marteinsson,
Jon Pjetursson, and Nikulas Snaedal were appointed to draw up a
constitution. Bjarni Marteinsson was elected president, Sigurbjorn
Jonsson custodian, and Sigurgeir Einarsson treasurer. A constitution of
15 articles was drawn up, and the library was named "N ordurljos"
("Northern Lights").

Baldur School Teacher Johannes Palsson 1899 .. 1900. Top row L.-R.: Halli Skaptason. Numi Snifeld. Jon Oddleifson. Einar Hildebrandson. Jorunn Sigurdson. Solberg
Sigurdson. Gudjon Snifeld. 2nd row: Aslaug Markusson. Frida Markusson. Johannes
Sigurdson. Sigrun Baldwinson, Stjana Bergson, Jonas Jonasson. Lara Hal/son. 3rd row:
Sigurros Markusson. Sigridur Bergson. Sigridur Solvason. Johannes Palsson. Stefan
Oddleif~on. Gudlaugur Helgason. 4th row: Steinunn Vidal. Sigridur Vidal. Laufey
Baldwinson, Steini Bergson. Last row: Sigfus Hildebrandson. Gudni Johnson. Helgi J.
Helgason. Helgi G. Helgason.
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This library remained active until 1937, by which time it had
acquired 1084 books and periodicals. Sigurdur Vidal was secretary and
custodian for the longest period. The last meeting was held May, 1937,
when the members decided to hold a concert to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the library.
The minute books reveal a glimpse of the social activities of the
past-concerts, variety programs, plays, and box socials. Icelandic
celebrations were held after the turn of the century. Many old-timers of
today remember going from Riverton to Hnausa by boat to attend.
A meeting of a number of descendants of the first Library
Association members was held July 23, 1969, when the organization
was formally disbanded, and the books sold, the proceeds donated
toward upkeep of the cemeteries, where all former members now lie at
rest.
The year 1887 was an active one for the congregation: they were
discussing repairs to the community building, shingles to be bought
from the mill at Bad Throat River, a porch to be built on the building,
and 302 feet of lumber donations pledged. The last item on the agenda
was a collection to buy a cow for a man who was in need.
A meeting was held April 29, 1887 to call the Rev. Magnus
Skaptason to the parish. He arrived at Icelandic River that summer,
and spent the first winter with the Johann Briem family, coming to
Breiduvik in 1888, where he took homestead rights on land vacated by
a former settler, which had been named "Bjarkarstadir" (Birch-

Baldur School Teacher Cudny Jonasson 1907 . .. or 08. Back row. L.-R.: Sigurdur
V. Sigurdson. Cudn}' Jonasson. Solberg Sigurdson. 2nd row: Maria Snifeld. CestuI'
Vidal. Maria K. Sn((eld. Barney Walterson. Stina Bergson. Kristbjorg Markusson.

Sigllrlallg Helgason. Jon W. Magnussull. Einar Jonasson. Hjortur JOllasson. 3rd row:
Signlll Einarson. Valgerdur Markusson. Kristrun Marteinson. Lara Marteinson. Cudlelf
Slli/~/d. Sigridur Einarson. Helga Magnussun. Front row: Herbert HelgasOll. Sveinn
Magnusson. Herman Snifeld. Magnus R. Magnussun. Egill ingjaldson ..
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land) by Einar Bjarnason. He re-named the farm "Hnausar", the
plural of Hnausa, a sod or turf, because the mounds in the area
reminded him of his home in Iceland, and he applied for the post office
under that name, Hnausa, so the settlers lost their beloved name of
Breiduvik. This was the first parsonage in North New Iceland and the
first post office in 1889. He spent several years before moving to
Winnipeg to become pastor of the Unitarian Church, after his famous
Easter sermon in which he repudiated some of the teachings of the
Lutheran Church. He was at Roseau, Minn. for six years, and spent a
few of 'his last years at Hnausa, before his death in Winnipeg.
The school district of Hnausa has an interesting history. The first
meeting of the School District of Baldur No. 598 was held July 15,
1889, at the home of Thomas Bjornsson. Magnus Jonasson was
chairman, and Bjarni Marteinsson secretary-treasurer.
At this time the main settled portion was a three mile wide strip
along the lake shore. The only buildings available for a school were two
log buildings used for public meetings, entertainment, and worship. One
was located in the eastern part just north of the Hnausa Church of the
present time, and the other in the western part about 200 yards north of
the bridge now called the Kjarna Bridge. Owned by the Lutheran
church, they were loaned rent free for school. use, and classes were held
in each six months of the year in turn. Rev. Runolfur Marteinsson was
the first teacher, holding a third class certificate in the Protestant
section of the Department of Education. His salary was $30 a month,
and during the first six months, 61 children attended. This unique
register gives dates of admission and promotion, and records Standards I to V instead of grades. One name stands out in this very Icelandic register, that of eight year old Louisiana Boriel, who evidently did
not remain long in the district.
The dual arrangement continued until 1894, when the growing
population resulted in the formation of the Geysir School District.
The first Hnausa School was built in 1898, and opened in
September, 1899, with Miss Jona Vopni as teacher, at $27 a month.
The name "Baldur" was changed to Hnausa in 1915, to avoid
confusion. Due to heavy enrollment a two-room school was built in
1939, with S. E. Solmundson teaching grades 5 to 10, and Miss Thoranna Eyolfson grades 1-4.
In 1959 the school had Larry Kohut as principal, teaching grades 7
to 11 and his wife Joyce the lower grades. They had a teacherage
supplied, and total enrollment was 73. They taught there four years.
The next year the new high school division resulted in
transportation of grades 9 to 11 to Riverton. Mr. and Mrs. Gus Finnson
taught Hnausa School for four years, and after one more year, the
Evergreen Division took over the smaller schools, children were
transported to Riverton, and the Hnausa School, by then a fully
modern building, was sold to a Mennonite area west of Arborg, for a
fraction of its value.
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A Ladies' Aid, Liljan, was established in 1928, founded by
Valgerdur Sigurdson and Ingibjorg Magnusson. It has had as many as
45 members through the years, and is still active.
There is an active Community Club, which operates the
Community Hall. The first hall was built around 1920, and it was remodelled and modernized a few years ago, under an L.I.P. grant. Many
concerts, dances and other functions have been held there.
The Happy Circle Sewing Club was formed in 1934 by the young
girls, whicb supported many community projects. It ceased to operate
by 1941. An active 4-H Club is the modern successor in youth organizations.

THE VILLAGE OF RIVERTON - Source of Information Riverton
Memories
The incorporated Village of Riverton is located 85 miles north of
Winnipeg, and approximately 25 miles north of Gimli. It was the
original destination of the 1875 Icelandic settlers, and was settled in
1876 by many of the group that arrived that year.
It is now a thriving community with farming, lumbering, boat
building, as chief industries, and is the centre of an air service operation
which serves northern and northeastern Manitoba. It has one modern
hotel, post office, and shopping centres. The mixed population is composed of people of Icelandic, Ukrainian; Hungarian, Mennonite, and
Indian extraction.
The original townsite marked out by the first settlers in 1876 was a
half mile deep by a quarter mile wide, three miles up from the mouth of
the Icelandic River.
Sigtryggur Jonasson, leader of the Icelandic settlers, homesteaded
at Lundi, its original name, and called his farm Modruvollum. Johann
Briem settled just south, at Grund. Both of these farms have been divided into lots on the west side of Riverton. The name of Lundi was
changed to Icelandic River, and in 1914, to Riverton. On the riverbank,
to either side of the old wharf, stood the homes of two pioneer
merchants, Kristjan Finnson and Sveinn Thorvaldsson. Just north of
Mr. Finnson's home was a log house in which Framfari, the first Icelandic paper in America, was published, in 1877.
When the first settlers arrived, the river banks were thickly treed.
Great elms leaned out over the river and boaters using it as a highway
had to be careful not to get their oars caught in their branches. Four or
five Indian cabins, including that of John Ramsay, friend of the
Icelanders, were on the west bank at'Modruvollum and Osi.
The little river colony received its share of the government grants
given in 1876 and 1877 for seed, implements, nets, stoves, and cattle.
The outbreak of smallpox in November, 1876, began in this district, thought to have been brought in a shipment of cloth from Quebec.
In 1951-52, Riverton was incorporated as a village, governed by a
mayor and four councillors. The first mayor was S. V. Sigurdson, who
held that office until he retired in 1965. He was succeeded by Mrs.
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Senalor C, S, Thorvaldson and Mayor
Bealrice Ola(l'On al unveiling of modern
Mell/orial 10 Ihe Pioneers in Ihe Centennial Park, land donaled by Thorvaldson
.lil/llill'. A uguSI 1967,

Beatrice Olafson, who remains as mayor in 1974. A new municipal hall
which includes space for the regional library, police, and fire
departments, was built in 1967.
The first government-organized school, Lundi, was opened in
1891. The railway reached Riverton in 1914. Thomas T. Jonasson built
the first stopping-place in Riverton in 1877. He had the first dray team,

251h Anniversary (~r Riverlon Women's Inslilule, Krislrun Sigurdson. Hermina
Thorslein\'on. Thordis Thompson. Sie/imia Sigurdson. Helga Dahlman. S,rlvia Sigurdson,
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in 1914, and began carrying mail at the same time. He established the
first transfer in 1930, and he owned the first truck in 1927. Sveinn Thorvaldsson owned an early lumber mill and a general store. His stately old
home still stands on the east bank of the Icelandic River, with the
Centennial Park nearby on the site of the first home of Sigtryggur
Jonasson. Two other pioneers well remembered by Riverton residents
are Thorsteinn Eyolfsson, a sailor in his youth, and Thorvardur
Stefansson, a fine craftsman on metal and wood, who kept a day book
all the years he lived in this country.
Ukrainian settlers first came to the Ledwyn district west of Riverton around 1908. They received no government help except their
homesteads, and very few had any money, but they were hardy, ambitious people, and endured the many hardships of pioneer life in a
swampy, wooded area which had to be cleared and drained for cultivation. When the railway reached Arborg in 1911, they were able to sell
railroad ties and cordwood. Thousands of railway cars of cordwood
were shipped to Winnipeg by Ukrainian farmers, improving their standard of living.
Most of the Ukrainian farmers knew no English. Dmytro
Zinkowski, who had learned English in his homeland, became postmaster. His home was the cultural centre of the settlement, and he
helped the other settlers with legal matters and other problems. Metro
Romaniuk relieved toothache by extracting teeth. Mr. Burak of
M orveena was very handy at setting broken bones. Stefan Lahadoski,
Mrs. John Harasym, and Mrs. Thomas Rechuk attended women in
childbirth.
The Ukrainian people would come together on Sundays in their
homes, to enjoy their national music and dances.
The first school at Ledwyn was Tarno School opened in 1914. The
same year a Greek Orthodox church was erected, and is still in use,
served by a priest who comes out from Winnipeg. Few first generation
residents of Ledwyn received any higher education, but the second and
third generations have produced many doctors and lawyers. Dr.
Margaret Owchar, Ph.D., born and raised in Ledwyn, was at the age of
24 the youngest person from this area to receive this degree.
The people of Ledwyn played an important part in the history of
Riverton. In 1923 Gus Romaniuk set up a general store on Main Street.
Later he built a larger store which he operated until 1953, when he built
the Sandy Bar Hotel, which became famous and patronized by hunters
from many parts of America. Gus Komaniuk wrote a book about his
life as a pioneer child, Taking Root in Canada. He was a highly
respected citizen of the community, and a close friend of Dr. Sveinn O.
Thompson. Upon his retirement the hotel was operated first by John
Lupyrypa and then by Caspar Smigalski. The Lupyrypa family own the
Riverton Theatre and operate the Northernaire Golf Course at Arnes.
Mark Smerchanski, first owner of Riverton Airways, became a
Member of Parliament later, and a wealthy businessman.
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Hungarian settlers came to the Hnausa district south of Riverton
as early as 19 I 5. I n 1927 Father Stephen Soos bought land and several
families accompanied him. In 1937, St. Joseph's Roman Catholic
Church was built with the help of one paid carpenter. Young people of
Hungarian origin received their education in Riverton Collegiate
Institute, one ofthe first of these being Eugene Oroskovics, who was ordained as a priest in 1938, and serves as Parish Priest of Our Lady of
Victory Church in Winnipeg.
The first Mennonite settlers arrived in the Wash ow Bay area north
of Riverton, in 1952. They had come from the Morris-Steinbach areas.
In 1967 there were 35 families in the district, operating thriving farms.
The Mennonites, a deeply religious people, have two churches, the
Gospel Mission Chapel at Riverton, and another at Mennville.
Education
The first school at Lundi was opened during the winter of 1878:79,
with Sigtryggur Jonasson and his wife Rannveig, Torfhildur Holm, and
Halldor Briem, as teachers. The first public school was opened in 1899
with Miss Salina Petursson as teacher, classes being taught in an extra
log house built by Johann Briem. High school grades were added in
1916. In 1965 consolidation was approved. Mrs. Vigdis Peterson was
principal of the elementary school for many years. Two outstanding
high school principals have been Eysteinn Amason and Peter Onysko.
Many fine graduates have come from Riverton schools.
The first Riverton citizen to graduate from university was the late
Senator Gunnar S. Thorvaldson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sveinn Thorvaldsson.
Leading Citizens.
Guttormur J. Guttormsson, poet-farmer, was named the PoetLaureate among Icelanders in America, after the death of Stefan G.
Stefansson of Alberta. Many of his poems have been published, and
some translated by Dr. Watson Kirkconnell and others. In 1938 he was
invited to visit Iceland, and made a Grand Knight of the Order of the
Falcon. On his second visit to Iceland in 1963, at the age of 85, he
received a gold medal from Iceland for his literary achievements, to add
to a Silver Star received earlier. He was made an honorary life member
of the Icelandic National League and the Icelandic Canadian Club the
same year. He passed away in 1966, aged 88.
Sveinn Thorvaldsson, M.B.E., was a gifted and noted pioneer, who
came to Canada aged 15, in 1887. He attended public school at Gimli,
then the Winnipeg Collegiate, and became a teacher for four years.
Then he entered a dairy school, and opened the first creamery at Gimli,
as well as a general store there. In 1906 he moved his plant to Riverton
because it was more central to the dairy farming area. He entered a
partnership with J. Sigurdsson, brother of Stefan Sigurdsson, a
merchant at Hnausa. There were stores at Gimli, Riverton, and Arborg
bearing the name Sigurdsson-Thorvaldsson, which became very important in the whole community, worth a quarter million dollars. After
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Sigurdsson's death the name was retained. In addition to the stores, the
company operated a saw mill and logging business, and shipping of fish.
Sveinn Thorvaldsson was councillor in the R.M. of Gimli from
1903-1905, Reeve ofGimli 1905-1906, and Reeve of the R.M. of Bifrost
which was formed when the municipality was divided in two, 19081914. In 1914 he entered the provincial legislature as Conservative
member for the Gimli constitutency. In 1935 a membership in the
Order of the British Empire was conferred upon him. In 1938 the
government of Iceland made him a member of the Order of the Falcon.
He was active on the Riverton school board, the Unitarian Church, and
the Icelandic National League.
Sveinn Thorvaldsson. was married twice, his first wife being
Margaret Solmundson, his second Kristin Olson. There were 18
children and four stepchildren, all of whom received a good education.
He passed away July 14, 1949.
Another gifted pioneer of the Riverton community of New Iceland
was Gunnsteinn Eyolfson, who came with his parents Mr. and Mrs.
Eyolfur Magnusson in 1876, when he was ten. His father was presented
with a silver medal by Lord Dufferin for his achievements as a farmer.
Gunnsteinn became a good farmer too, with self-educated literary and
musical talent. He mastered several languages, and was a pioneer writer of fiction. In 1952 his daughter Vilborg collected his essays in a 228page book which she published under the title JON A. STR YMPU
AND MORE STORIES. He was a talented poet, musician and composer, and conducted a choral group which sang his works. He was also
a merchant, postmaster, councillor, church worker, school trustee, and
school secretary-treasurer. He passed away March 3, 1910, at the age of
44.
Other noted pioneers of Riverton included Fridrik Petur
Sigurdsson, a poet-farmer of Geysir; Mr. and Mrs. Johann Briem;
Thorgrimur Jonsson, homeopath and athlete; Fridjon Fridriksson, one
of the leaders of 1875; Tomas and Jonas, brothers of Sigtryggur
Jonasson; Bjorn Hjorleifson, farmer and assessor of the R.M. of Bifrost
for 22 years; Sigurdur Steinsson, carpenter, Fridsteinn Sigurdsson,
farmer and storekeeper, Kristjon Finnson, merchant, mill-operator,
and boat owner, who later moved to the Vidir district northwest of Arborg.
Dr. Steinn O. Thompson was the first resident doctor at Riverton,
arriving there in 1922 and serving the community until his death Aug.
19, 1972. He married a Riverton girl, Thordis Eyolfson. He took an active part in the community, and was an honorary member of the Riverton Community Club, of which he was president for 40 years. He was
an honorary member of the Manitoba Medical Association, the
Manitoba Liberal Association, and the Riverton Curling Club. He was
on the Riverton School Board for many years, and served in the
Manitoba Legislature as M.L.A. for Gimli for three terms. He had his
own drug store, which his son Jon took over.
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THE ARBORG DISTRICT
Information obtained from The Icelandic Canadian article by Holmfridur Danielson
By 1900, the New Iceland settlements had spread west from Lundi
(Riverton) and Hnausa through the Geysir district. The western-most
farms were at Hofi (Sigurdur Sigurdsson), and at Hvanneyri (Jon
Borgfjord), and at Melstad (Gudmundur Borgfjord).
The first real settlement began with an influx of people from North
Dakota, and a large group of settlers from the Isafold (HowardvilIe)
district north of Riverton who were flooded out by high water in Lake
Winnipeg.
In two short years the whole of the community was settled, all the
way from Geysir, on both sides of the Icelandic River, to five miles west
of what is now the town of Arborg. All the farms fronted on the river,
with the quarter sections a quarter of a mile wide and one mile deep.
Stefan Gudmundsson, from North Dakota, was among the first,
and named his home Ardal, and here the first post office was established in 1902. The district bore that name until the railroad came in
1910, when it was changed to Arborg.
The Ardal Lutheran congregation was formed in 1902, and the
community hall (Felagshusid) was built in 1903, a mile west of Arborg.
It served as a joint school, church, and concert hall. School districts
were organized in Ardal in 1905. The Rev. R. Marteinsson came from
Hnausa, often on foot, to conduct services. The Ardal congregation
built a church in 1911 or 1912, which is still in use, with an addition at
the back for a meeting hall and kitchen facilities.
In 1907, a few farmers from Geysir, Arborg, and Vidir joined
forces to build the first co-operative creamery in Manitoba, which has
flourished ever since. There were 44 original shareholders, two of them
women. A large pig-farm was established across the road, and the
buttermilk was conveyed through a large pipe to feed the hogs. People
who had hogs or chickens could get as much buttermilk as they could
carry away. The North Star Creamery has won many prizes for its
butter. Herman von Renesse, originally from Germany, was buttermaker and manager for over 20 years. During the 1930's a freezer and

Arborg.
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lio/II/[ridur Danie/son liisforian of fhe sfory of Arborg. as Fiallkol1a af Gill/Ii.
AuguSf 1947.

locker plant were added, and in 1969 a cheese factory was established
which produces 3800 pounds of cheddar cheese a day, requiring 39,000
pounds of raw milk per day.
Prominent early merchants of Arborg included Sigurjon Sigurdson, father of the noted pianist Snjolaug Sigurdson; S. M. Sigurdson,
and Sigurdson and Thorvaldson, who had stores in Gimli and Riverton
also. Bert Wood of Teulon moved to Arborg to open an implement
business, and he was very active in sports in Arborg.
The town of Arborg was incorporated in 1964, and Postmaster
Kenneth Reid has been mayor since that time. The Town of Arborg
now has a fine community hall, four-sheet curling rink, skating rink,
new high school and new elementary school, a modernistic Legion Hall
designed by Terry Tergesen, who grew up in Gimli, a hospital and
medical clinic, and a 50-bed senior citizens' home which is run by the
*Sisters of St. Benedict, who formerly had their motherhouse and convent there. There is an active Chamber of Commerce, an agricultural
society, and a branch of the Evergreen Regional Library which opened
in 1965. The main streets were paved in 1964 and sewer and water put
in. There is an active branch of the Association for the Mentally
Retarded, which had built a workshop intended for opening in
Septem ber, 1974. The Interlake Development Corporation has its office in Arborg, and Ken Reid is its president. The agricultural offices
for the eastern Interlake are also at Arborg, and the highways branch
has its headquarters there. There is an active Hospital Auxiliary, and a
recently formed Elks Lodge. For many years Arborg was noted for its
dramatic and musical productions, and many fine musicians have come
from the district. In the heart of one of the best farming areas in the
Interlake, Arborg has a bright future as a farming and industrial centre.
""n I 97..f. St. Benedict's manor was damaged hy spring floods. and the residents arc temporarily housed in the hospit;d

at the Gimli Industrial Park.
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Esso Bulk Station

Central Garage

John Chl/dd and Sons

Firman Bros.
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Dick Howard.

Ethel Howard.

A TRIBUTE TO OUR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
The parents of Ethel Howard came from England, where her
father, John Fisher, was born in Staffordshire, and her mother, Alice
Marsh, in Kent. Ethel was born in St. Vital, and except for five years
spent in Chicago during her teens, lived there until her marriage to
Richard (Dick) Howard, an Oak Point farmer. On a trip to England
with her parents, at the age of two, she acquired the nickname" Petual"
from an aunt, because she was never still - perpetual motion - an early characteristic which she seems to have retained through the years, for
she is most active in all worthy causes of a community nature, as well as
in her home and her chosen work as a newspaper correspondent.
Ethel, who had to give up a Latin scholarship to the University of
Chicago when her family returned to Winnipeg, attended Normal
School, and taught first at Inwood, and then at Radway School near
Oak Point prior to her marriage. She and Dick farmed there for 15
years during the depression, and their four children, Lawrence Richard,
who died at six weeks, Ray, Eileen (Linda), and Doris were born there.
They sold their farm in 1946, spent a summer working on a dairy
farm at Clarkleigh, bought a farm at Vivian, Manitoba, and the following year moved to the Gimli area. Ethel took the position of teacher at
Willow Creek School, and Dick bought a farm from John Zalubniak,
from which he cut cordwood to sell in town. They lived in the little
teacherage for two years, after which Ethel became the teacher at
Minerva School, commuting daily from a home they bought in Gimli.
Dick had obtained part-time work at B.C. Packers, which later became
a full-time job until the plant closed down in 1969. Since then he has
been employed by the Town of Gimli.
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Raymond (Ray) upon graduating from Gimli Collegiate at 16, left
home to work for the Hudson's Bay Company in Northern Ontario.
After rising to store manager he left their employ to work for Federated
Co-operatives as assistant and later as manager of the store at Birtle,
Manitoba. He married Margaret Robertson of Birtle, and they later
opened their own ladies' wear store. He is now in his fourth term as
mayor of Birtle, president of the WestMan Development Corporation,
and on the executive of the Union of Manitoba Municipalities. Their
children are Laurie, David, and Jeffrey.
Eileen Rose (Linda) took a commercial course and worked for the
Manitoba Telephone System prior to her marriage to Jim Glover of the
Armed Forces. They have been stationed at a number of different
points, are now in Edmonton, and have two children, Susan and Andrew.
Doris became a teacher, taught a year in Winnipeg and four in
Gimli before marrying Albert (AI) Cook from Nova Scotia, who is an
electrical supervisor of aircraft at Halifax. They and their two sons,
Timothy and Danny, live in Dartmouth, where Doris teaches new
Canadians.
After retiring from teaching for the second time, Ethel was given
the opportunity to become newspaper correspondent for the Selkirk
Enterprise, later Lake Centre News, and the Winnipeg Free Press,
work she enjoys very much, since it has always been her ambition to be
a writer. In 1954 she was the guest of honor at a dinner given for her by
the Chamber of Commerce to express appreciation for the splendid service that she had rendered to the town and community in the development of public relations, particularly through the medium of the press.
The. Women's Institute gained one of its most valued members
when shortly after the family settled in Gimli, and while she was still
teaching at Minerva, Ethel decided to join. She had since injected into it
some of her own initiative and vitality, and untiringly given of her time
and effort on behalf of the group. She has held every office, being president for five terms at various times, has served on the WinnipegInterlake district board, and has twice been secretary for the provincial·
convention. One of the most profitable and worth-while projects was
the publication of GLIMPSES OF GIMLI, a centennial booklet which
she compiled in 1967. A life membership in the Manitoba Women's
Institute was conferred on her in 1967. That same year she was appointed centennial chairman of Gimli, an arduous but gratifying undertaking. She worked on the committee of the Women's Institute which
instituted the founding of the Evergreen Regional Library.
The Howards are a devoted couple. Without Dick's support it is
doubtful that Ethel could have accomplished what she has. He has, in
his quiet unassuming way, given her encouragement, even though her
work has taken her away from his company countless evenings. Unlike
her, he noes not care for going out into community activities, though
one of his joys is to attend the annual Old-timers" Dance, for he enjoys
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dancing very much. His chief joy through his life has been accomplishment of whatever he can, by hard work.
Who can measure the impact of an individual into a community?
Certainly Ethel's has been considerable, for she has taken an active
share in every phase of community life, as reporter and frequently as
participant. She has always had a keen interest in the welfare and
progress of Gimli, and has spoken and written fearlessly on issues,
whenever she has felt the need, even if some antagonism to her views
might be the price to be paid.
Her contributions have been made in untold ways: eight years to
date on the compilation of this history of Gimli, being chairman of the
committee for most of that time; 20 years of correspondence with the
Gimli Women's Institute overseas link in England; in church work, 12
years as a Sunday School teacher at the Lutheran Church, member of
the evangelism and sick visiting committee, supervisor of Vacation
Church School.
She has been a member of the Gimli branch of the Canadian
Association for the Mentally Retarded since its organization in 1958,
its secretary for ten years and secretary-treasurer for four. She is also
on the provincial board of the Society for Crippled Children and Adults
in Manitoba. In former years she engaged in the lively discussions of
the Gimli Citizens' Forum.
She has given considerable time to substituting in Gimli schools,
particularly the high school, where during a severe crisis she took over
the teaching of mathematics, and until the crisis was over did not interrupt this work by a single day even when, on her birthday, December
4, her house caught on fire. She also spent a month substituting for the
typing teacher who was ill, and another month teaching general course
English when a teacher left at Easter and failed to return.
The knowledge of Gimli gained through these many projects has
made it possible for her to lead the Gimli Women's Institute in
publishing this history of the community, GIMLI SAGA, both in its
original form, which was awarded the Lady Tweedsmuir trophy as the
best community history by an institute in Canada, in 1973, and in its
shol."ter published form in 1975 - a noteworthy centennial project of
the Gimli Women's Institute to commemorate the first arrival of the
Icelanders to New Iceland in 1875. The publication of this history is the
culmination of many years of involvement and experience in the life of
Gimli, and for Ethel Howard a long awaited dream come true.

Compiled by M.H.S. and S.S.
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Part II
FAMILY HISTORIES

FAMILY HISTORIES

In using Icelandic place names, wherever possible we have used the
nominative case form, as is the standard custom in all English
translations.
THE ALBERTSON FAMILY - As related by Elin Albertson Johannson
Albert Thidriksson was born at Svidaningur on Kolbeinsdalur in
Skagafjordur, Oct. 24, 1845, the son of Thidrik Ingimundarsson and
Helga Bjarnadottir from Mannskapsholl in Hofdastrond.
H is wife, Elin Petrina Petursdottir was born Oct. 10, 1851, the
daughter of Petur Gudlaugsson from Miklaholl in Skagafjordur, and
Anna Kristjansdottir from Bardardalur in Thingeyjarsysla.
Albert and Elin arrived in Canada with some 1200 settlers who
came to New Iceland in 1876 (the "Big Group"), a year after the first
settlers came to this area. Their first child, Halldora, was born the year
before, in April, 1875, they had seven more children after they came to
Canada - Carl, Larus, Anna (who died in infancy), Stefan, Emilia
Erikson, Helga Isfeld, and Thorsteinn (Steini). All are now deceased.
Carl Petur Albertson was born at Holmi in Husavick, Dec. 25,
1882. Being the oldest son, Carl worked on the family farm,
Steinstodum, assisted by his younger brother Larus. They made their
living fishing, cutting cordwood, tending a few cattle, and later
freighting fish in the winter with oxen, in addition to working as mail
carriers from Gimli to Arborg and Riverton. On one of these trips north
in the bitter cold, Carl developed rheumatic fever and was in bed for
months. In those days people did not have any really warm clothing.
For the rest of his life, Carl had to be careful to dress warmly, and often
when caught unprepared he had another attack, which later left him
with a weak heart.
Carl was very musical, so one spring he decided that he would like
to play the organ, during a period when there was time between chores.
He walked every day, 14 miles each way, to the home of a music teacher
near Camp Morton, for organ lessons, and it was not long before he
was playing very well. At the time, Vidines Church had no organist, so
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he became organist there, and played for many years. He played the
organ at home, with the family singing along, and these were enjoyable
times.
On Dec. 31, 1912, Carl married Margret Josepsdottir Jonsson.
Her parents, J osep Edvald Jonsson from Ottarsstadir on
Svalbardshrepp in Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland, and Svanlaug Gunnarsdottir from Kelduhverfi in Thingeyjarsysla, migrated to Ontario in 1883,
moving to Akra, North Dakota after a year. After 12 more years, they
moved to New Iceland, by covered wagon, their cattle and sheep walking behind.
Margret's mother died when she was ten years old.
There were seven children in their family: Martin, Gunnar, Jon,
Margret Albertson, Gudmunda Albertson, Kristjan, and Svanlaug
(Mrs. Egill Bessason).
Carl and Margret Albertson went to live at Framnesi, her father's
homestead, building a large barn for their cattle and horses. They lived
there for 5'12 years, during which time Margret's father Josep passed
away.
They moved back to Steinstodum in 1919. Carl's father had passed
away in 1916, and in 1919 his mother was left alone by the tragic death,
of his brother Larus in his late 20's, who was about to come home after
an appendix operation when he became violently ill and died.
They decided to move their big barn from Framnesi to
Steinstodum. It took 22 teams of horses to move it. What a sight to see!
They continued shipping milk to Winnipeg, the farmers in the district taking turns hauling it to the railway station at Winnipeg Beach
five miles away, and later, to the small siding at Husavick.
Carl and Margret had nine children, six boys and three girls, a big
family to support. Besides their own family, a nephew lived with them,

Norman and Ruby Albertson.
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and also Margret's brother John. Another nephew, Harry Isfeld, made
his home with them until his marriage to Asta Johnson. Their home was
always open to the weak and needy.
Margret, being the hustler that she was, helped with milking,
chores, as well as cooking, washing, and knitting for her large family.
She still found time to tell them stories at night, help with homework,
and hear their prayers at bedtime. They were always warmly dressed in
her home-knitted clothing.
Carl, Margret, and their children played an important part in the
community. Carl was on the Kjarna School Board and active in church
affairs. Margret was a willing worker in the church group and the
Ladies' Aid. The older children belonged to the Young People's Club.
Having nine children, at one time some would be getting baptized,
others confirmed, a couple taking piano lessons and another violin.
Sundays they attended church and Sunday School weekly, except in
winter when there was a service twice a month. At Christmas there
would be a Christmas programme following the service on Dec. 25,
when the little church filled to overflowing, and there was a big
decorated tree, and everyone exchanged gifts. Families travelled by
team and caboose, sometimes in 40 below zero weather, to this
programme, taking hay and blankets for the horses.
In 1933 Carl took a stroke which left him an invalid, and he passed
away March 12, 1936, when his youngest child was eight years old. The
older children helped their mother bring up the younger ones, and kept
the farm going. Their beloved mother passed away Sept. 20, 1955, after
several heart attacks.
Their children were:
I. Alfred Norman, who was captain of the fish freighter Goldfield,
married to Ruby Stevens of Gimli. He passed away in April, 1963, aged
49.
Their children: a. Gordon, who works at Thompson, Man., b. Roy,
married, a professional football player at the west coast; and c. Cheryl,
married to Marino Jonasson of Gimli, now residing at the west coast,
(see Stevens family).
2. Svanberg, a carpenter, married Gudny (Toots) Hjorleifson. They
reside in Husavick, and have two daughters, Joan, Mrs. Leo Gottfried,
a stenographer, and Margaret, Mrs. Brian Burrows, a registered nurse.
3. Elin, who married Stefan Johannson, a farmer in the Minerva district, son of Jon Johannson. He died in November, 1964. Elin continues
to run the farm with the assistance of her daughters:
Karen, a clerk-typist, married Sherman Elliott, an operator at the
Calvert plant. They live in the Sandy Hook district, with a daughter
Sheila, and son Shane. Sherman is a member of Viking Masonic Lodge,
and both are members of Eastern Star.
Jo' Anne, a teacher, married Willoughby Gullachsen, training in Ottawa to become an air traffic controller. They have a son Arthur.
Charlotte, also a teacher, married David Douglas, a member of the
R.C.M.P., in Wpg.
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Tanya Emily, is a library technician in Winnipeg.
Maureen, attends Gimli Composite High School.
Elin and her five daughters have been very active in the Minerva 4H Club, for many years as members and leaders. Elin also is a member
of Minerva Ladies' Aid.
4. Herbert, is married to Leona McDermid, their children are: Sharon
Lynn, married to Robert James Brady, two sons; Michael and Brian.
Robert is an Alderman for Abbotsford, in B.c., works for B.c. Hydro,
a gas fitter.
Brian Fraser, married Darlene Baker, is an electrical contractor, in
Fraser Valley.
Linda Jean, married Lome William Tweiss; they have two daughters
Shannon and Michelle. Lome is in the trucking business.
Barbara Ann, married Ronald Nickolas Demchuk, a cement finisher,
and they have daughters Rena and Karen.
Diane Margaret, married William Earmest, who works for his brotherin-law, Brian, as an electrician. They have a son Darrel and daughter
Melanie.
Janet Louise, married Stefan Mack, a carpenter, their children: Lome
and Lorry.
Carla Dawn, works in a Trophy Shop, engraving and selling.
Lawrence Wayne, a student.
Richard Lloyd, a student.
Herbert has worked at various jobs, such as farming, fishing, purser,
bus and taxi driver, welder for construction sites, now is warehouse
manager for Simpsons-Sears Limited in B.C. where he and his family
all reside.
5. Larus Albert, is a contractor in Gimli. He and his wife Agnes
Lowe, have two sons, Douglas, a contractor along with his father, and
Glenn, at Gimli High School. Larus (Larry) has been an active member
of the Gimli Curling Club for many years, usually on the executive, and
he was a member of the Gimli School Board, and for a time chairman.
Agnes is the Gimli Welcome Wagon Hostess, and is active in the Handicrafts Club. Larry is a member of Viking Masonic Lodge.
6. Mundi, is a foreman for Simpsons-Sears, in British Columbia.
He and his wife Jean have three daughters, Marlene Brackas, a
stenographer, Kathy Kretowski, a clerk, and Brenda, a stenographer.
7. Lillian, married Donald F. Bremner, of Windsor, Ontario,
where they reside. Their family; Deane Lillian - graduate of Riverside
High School, and Teacher's College, attends night school, at present
secretary for an Industrial firm. Keith Wayne, after graduation from
Riverside High School, works as an inspector for Ford Motor Co.
married to Wanda Glazeski. Donalda Edith, Riverside High School
graduate, secretary for a Law firm. Robyn Margaret, Riverside High
School graduate, secretary at Office Supply firm. David George, a student at Riverside High School.
8. Emily, married Stanley MacPherson (now deceased) of Windsor, Ontario. Their children: Thomas Danny, a high school teacher,
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graduate of University of Windsor, married Yvonne Shuker. They have
a daughter, Jennifer Lynne. Bruce Albert, assistant store manager for
A. and P. stores, attends night classes at University of Windsor,
married Leslie McCallum, they reside at Amherstburg, Windsor. Wendy Elaine, Pharmaceutical assistant, engaged to David Dawson, of
Gross Point, Michigan, U.S.A. Emily is now married to William Craig,
and they reside in Windsor, Ontario.
9. Willard, supervisor for Gimli Construction Company, lives at
H usavick, with his wife June D' Arcy. Their children, Carl, maintenance
man at Calverts, Barbara, Harry, and Roger in Winnipeg, and Debby,
Heather, Randy, and Shelly at home.

THE ANDERSON FAMILIES
Captain Baldwin Anderson and his brother Oddur Anderson took their
surname according to Icelandic custom from the name of their father,
Arni Oddsson. They were Arnasons, but changed their name to Anderson.
CAPTAIN BALDVIN ANDERSON
Baldvin, son of Arni and Gudrun Oddsson, was born in Grenivik in
Sudur-Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland, in 1866. He died at his home at
Laufskali, near Gimli in 1936.
He was a man of unlimited optimism, resourcefulness and enterprise. No undertaking ever daunted him. With this he combined
boundless energy, gay good humour and zest for living. He dared much
and lost and won by turns. Both he and his wife shared in the hospitality
characteristic of the Icelandic pioneers.
He came to New Iceland at the age of ten, with his parents. When
they moved to Winnipeg for three years, in 1880, he took whatever
work he could find, his first occupation being shoe-shining. He made
friends with another boy who collected and sold tin cans. This boy
became a noted Winnipeg businessman. Years later this man, then a
financier, hired Baldvin's pleasure boat for a day's excursion, and told
his old friend, "You made more money than I did, but I saved mine."
But Baldvin had no regrets.
Baldvin left home and for a time stayed in Selkirk, then fished for
two years at Winnipegosis. In Selkirk, he worked on a steamboat for 15
years, in partnership with two others, conveying passengers and freight
to Selkirk. Later he became captain of the steamship Aurora.
When construction of the railroad to Winnipeg Beach began, Baldvin moved back there and took eighty acres of land, which he later surrendered to the government with the provision that he be allowed to
take a homestead, which he named Systrastadur (Sisterstead), which he
later sold.
In 1901 he bought a farm, from Stefan o. Eiriksson, by Boundary
Creek, which had originally been held by John Taylor. Baldvin constructed a hotel there, traded in cattle and horses, and contracted with
the Canadian Pacific Railway to clear land for summer homes. His
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Captain Baldi Anderson.

Captain Baldi Anderson's first Hotel at Boundary Park.

hotel was a large one for those days, and had numerous guests, being
the place of entry to New Iceland. Its host was popularly called "Baldi
by the Creek," (Baldi vid laekinn).
When the C.P.R. had completed the survey to extend the railway
to Gimli, Baldvin purchased eight town lots near the projected station,
and built the Icelandic Hotel, later named the Gimli and then the Como
Hotel. It had a large staff, housed many guests and had accommodation for 44 teams of horses, being in great use by trainmen and by
freighters to the north.
During this period Baldvin was a member of the Gimli village
council, in 1910. After four years he moved to eighty acres of land in438

Buill 1906 by Caplain Baldi Anderson

herited from his father which he called LAUFSKALI (Leafy Hall),
besides which he owned 140 acres ofland on Willow Point for hayland.
He had a dream of converting this property into a summer resort, and
even constructed a road to the highway for this purpose, and built one
summer cabin. It remained for his grandsons, the Arnason brothers, to
turn his vision into reality by developing Willow Island, where they
named one section Baldy's Beach in his honour.
In 1914 the family moved to Hecla Island with three other
families, where Baldvin worked at fishing and cattle raising for three
years. When the lake Oooded the shores in 1917, they moved back to
Laufskali. They had a large house there, with four bedrooms upstairs
and one down, and a sunporch. It was later torn down, and on the site
was built the present home of Lorne Anderson.
In 1917 an American film company wanted three drivers with dog
teams for a motion picture called "Wild Goose Chase", based in the
Arctic. Baldvin Anderson, Sigurjon Isfeld, and Baldi's son-in-law,
Gudjon W. Arnason, were hired. Mr. Arnason still recalls his disillusionment with movies after seeing the artificial devices employed for
the picture. The only real note was the three Gimli men, all wearing
their own clothes, without makeup, and driving their fine dog teams,
with actors pretending to drive them, while they were out of camera
range. For a scene which required the blowing up of a ship, Baldvin persuaded the company to stage it on Lake Winnipeg, but since it was during wartime, the presence of a man of German origin in the crew
prevented them entering Canada, so it was filmed on Lake Superior.
Most of the filming was done in Chicago.
I n the spring of 1920 Baldvin went on a trip to Alaska to study
fishing methods. At one time he went to Churchill.
I n spite of his travels, home life was the strong base of his life, and
he brought up a large family, though he had only two children of his
own, Petrina Thorunn 30ffia and Elis Gladstone Anderson.
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Petrina was born March 10, 1896. Her mother, who died following
her birth, was Petrina Soffia, daughter of Arngrimur Gislason of
Skord, Husavik, Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland, a self-taught artist and
photographer, and his wife, Thorunn, daughter of Rev. Hjorleifur Guttormsson of Skinnastadir. Thorunn's sister, Petrina Soffia, was the
paternal grandmother of Kristjan Eldjarn, now (1974) President of
Iceland.
In 1897 Baldvin married Elin Maria, (Lina) daughter of Gisli
Jonsson from Njardvik in Iceland, and his wife Vilborg Asmundsdottir,
pioneers of 1887 in the Arnes district. Elin Maria was born in Iceland,
in 1877. Baldvin and Elin had only one child, Elis Gladstone, but
brought up five adopted children. In addition Elin cared for both her
own and Baldvin's parents in their old age. Her stepdaughter Petrina
says she was as loving as any mother could have been, with never a
harsh or impatient word. In addition, she took part in community work,
having been at one time president of a local organization.
On one occasion, when Baldvin Anderson met a woman left with
three children, going to Winnipeg to put them in a children's home
because she could not support them, he took the youngest child, eleven
months, into his home and raised him, giving him his name.
Another time, a little girl of nine came to ask for milk. Her mother
Solveig lay dying with a little baby by her side. Lina took them food
daily, and at point of death Solveig asked her to open the Bible by her
bedside. I n it was a letter giving the baby to Lina, but saying that
relatives would fetch the girl. None did, so they were both brought up in
the Anderson home.
When Lina's sister Thruda of the Willow Point district, died, leaving seven children, and her aged parents, Baldvin and Lina took two of
the children, Elinborg, 12, and Tryggvi, nine months, and the parents,
into their home. The mother, Vii borg, had paid in full the price of
pioneering: she was blind, crippled and bedridden, but an intelligent
woman who retained her mental vision.
Others who stayed at the home for shorter or longer periods included Lina's brother Sigurdur, who had run away from his home to
theirs, lost his way, was found and cared for by Indians, who returned
him to his parents. Again he ran away, and stayed with the Andersons
till he was grown.
Through his association with the Canadian Pacific Railway, Baldvin Anderson was granted a pass for travel on its trains. Local
trainmen, all of whom knew him, honoured this pass in a most unusuil.1
way. Whenever he walked down to the track from his home, they would
stop or slow the train so that he could board, and on the return trip, let
him off.
On the evening of March 21, 1936, when some of his grandsons
were coming in from fishing, they saw lights all over the house at
Laufskali, which was unusual. They went to the house, and were told
that their grandfather had died that day. Early next morning they went
out to strike camp for the season in readiness to pay their last respects
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to Baldvin Anderson. Elin Maria died after a lengthy illness in 1939.
Their children:
I. Petrina Thorunn Soffia Anderson, wife of Gudjon W. Amason.
2. Elis Gladstone Anderson, married to Gjafros (Gavrose) Johnson. (deceased)
3. Bjorn, adopted, died at age of six.
4. Johanna, adopted, wife of Bessi Peterson, deceased.
5. Elmer, adopted, resumed name of Gibson after death of BaldYin Anderson.
6. Elinborg, adopted, daughter of Bjorn and Thruda Erickson,
married Thoroddur Einarson of Gimli, deceased.
7. Tryggvi - son of Bjorn and Thruda Erickson, adopted, resumed name of Erickson after death of Baldvin Anderson. Married to
Flora Stevens of Gimli.
ODDUR ANDERSON
Oddur Anderson, son of Ami and Gudrun Oddsson, took a
homestead a mile and a half west of Baldvin's farm of Laufskali.
However, he was always known as Oddur of Vigur, indicating he lived
on the original homestead of his father. His wife, Gudlaug Bjorg, born
1883, died 1950, was a daughter of Gisli Jonsson and his wife Vilborg
Asmundsdottir, from Jokulsa in Borgafjordur, Iceland. They immigrated to Ames in 1887 and settled at Setberg. She was a sister of
Baldvin Anderson's wife, Elin Maria. Their children: Gudrun Vilborg
(Rooney), who married Bjarni (Barney) Egilson, and is now Mrs. Ted
Dunderdale, having remarried several years after the death of her first
husband; Stefan Sigurlaugur, who married Thelma Jonasson of Gimli;
Ami Sigurjon, Gisli Einar, who married Kristin Johannson and is now
deceased, Lara (Laura) Sigurlaug Augusta, who married James Guttormson, and Fjola Sigurros, Mrs. Charles England. One son, Baldvin

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Anderson and their
children, Jack, Terry, and Margaret
around 1950.
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Elis, died as a child, while another son died as an infant. Oddur was not
like his outgoing brother Baldvin, who moved around frequently and
entered into many ventures during his lifetime. Oddur who had
freighted fish prior to his marriage, remained on his farm making a living for his family until his retirement, when he and Bjorg moved into
Gimli, first into a large home on Fourth Avenue, and later to a smaller
one near their daughter Laura. They lived there until Bjorg passed away
in 1950, when Oddur went to the Betel Home, where he died in 1952.
Rooney's early story is contained in a separate article on her first
husband, Barney Egilson, long-time mayor of Gimli, for whom she was
a good right hand and supporter.
Gisli Einar (Gilli) lived on the original farm of his parents, and was
a fisherman and mink rancher. He married Kristine Johannson, and
they had four children, Bjorg Shirley Ann, Gisli Roy, Kristine Louise,
and Leonard Allan (see Magnusson family). Gilli died in Nov., 1964.
Lara (Laura) married James Guttormson, a fisherman, and tug
boat crew man. Laura worked at B.C. Packers and Dockside Fish, and
now works at the Gimli Industrial Park. Their children:
James Jr., a trucker for Gimli Transfer, married Katherine Isfjord.
Their children are Susan, Daniel, Patrick, and Kenneth.
Patricia married James Peacock, a pilot, at Richmond, B.C. Their
children: Michael, Jonathan, and Jennifer Jane.
Fjola and her husband Charles England live at Boulder, Colorado.
Their children: Susan, Mrs. Gene Honohan, with three children;
Ronald, and his wife Lynne have two children, Richard, single, is a hair
dresser; and Wendy is married to Donald Wincher.
There were five members of the family of Gisli Jonsson, and his
wife Vilborg, parents of Elin and Bjorg Anderson. They were: Jon
Gislason, who lived at Riverton; Elin, wife of Captain Baldvin Anderson, Sigthrudur Eiriksson, who died as a young mother of seven
children, who were adopted by various families; Gudlaug Bjorg, wife of
Oddur Anderson, and Sam Gillis, who changed his name from
Gislason, and died in retirement at Gimli.
Sigthrudur and Sveinbjorn Eiriksson's family: Elinborg, adopted
by Baldvin and Lina Anderson, married Thoroddur Skapti Einarson,
now both deceased. (see Einarson).
John the oldest son, died many years ago.
Valla, adopted by the Stefanson family of Selkirk, is Mrs. Ernest
Newham in Saskatchewan.
Snjolaug, Mrs. Clifford Stevens of Gimli, was adopted by Mr. and
Mrs. John Josephson (see Josephson).
Lauga, Mrs. Sveinn Thompson of Selkirk, is matron of the Betel
Home at Selkirk.
Lina, brought up by the Bjornson family of Riverton, is married to
Ken Thorsteinson of Riverton.
Tryggvi, brought up by Baldvin and Lina Anderson, married Flora
Stevens of Gimli. (see Stevens.)
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E. G. ANDERSON
All Gimli knew him as Elli, and for the 22 years during which he
was the faithful town foreman, he could be counted on to be seen
around town at almost any hour of the day, weekends and all, making
sure that everything was running smoothly. Though he lived on his farm
a mile out of town, and had spent his earlier years as a farmer and
fisherman, during those 22 years the town and its housekeeping were his
chief interests in life.
It all started in 1944, when Peter Lenchuk quit his job as town
foreman, and Mayor Hector McGinnis came to Elis G. Anderson,
asked him to take the job, and said, "I want you to fix our roads!" Elli
accepted, and kept that commission in mind until the day he retired.
Mayor Barney Egilson, the next mayor, consulted with his good
friend Elli frequently. "Can't we do something about that slough?" he
asked the foreman.
The mayor was referring to a large area of low-lying, swampy land
which covered portions of 6th and 7th A venues two blocks north of
Centre Street, soaked annually by the spring run-off from the
municipality. In the little town with its sharply defined boundaries, a
mile long and a half-mile wide, this waste land was urgently needed for
expansion, with the demand for housing brought about by the establishment of the air base.
When the council decided to pave Gimli's main arteries, it gave Elli
the opportunity to fulfill both of the projects placed before him by the
!llayors. He decided that the only way Gimli could have sound firm
roads was by removing every bit of gumbo and mud down to bedrock,
and replacing it with sand and gravel before applying the blacktop. The
gummy substance was hauled to the slough and dumped in. Some people scoffed at his decision, and he had a few uneasy moments himself.
Under the gravel surface of First Avenue, they found old logs, halfrotted, straw, hay, and horse manure by the truckload. The pioneers
had filled the boggy roads with anything they could think of to get a
firm footing in the mud.
The road crews were working day and night to get the streets done.
Elli was only supposed to work his eight-hour day, but often at midnight he would rise from his bed, and tell his wife Gavrose that he had to
go see how they were doing.
In 1966 Gimli decided to complete the paving of all of its streets.
This had been Elli's long-time dream. It was therefore a bitter blow to
him when the council decided in March of that year that it was time for
him to retire. He pleaded to be allowed to stay on until the end of the
year, when his dream would be fulfilled. A delegation of citizens filled
the town hall to capacity on April 12, 1966, protesting the decision to
retire him. He would not be eligible for his old age pension until March,
1967, and though he had worked so long for the town, his retirement
pension would only be $28 a month, in addition to compensation of $16
a month as a result of breaking his hip in 1956 while working for the
town.
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Council, at a later meeting decided that he would still be retired on
June 30, but would be paid three-fifths of his salary for the balance of
1966. This helped him financially, but did not give him the thing he
wanted most - to see the completion of the roads, under his supervision. Those good roads stand as a memorial to Elli Anderson.
As for the "Gimli Slough", all the gumbo from Gimli streets went
into filling it, and the town sold lots for $500 each, with the provision
that the buyer erect a home under N.H.A. regulations, with full basement, within two years of purchase. Today this area contains the finest
and most modern homes in the community, and with the sewer and
water facility which was also installed while Elli was foreman, there is
little danger of flooding their basements, except in springs of abnormal
run-off, as in 1974.
Elis Anderson was the son of Captain Baldi Anderson, a Gimli
pioneer of 1876.
Elis was married to Gavrose Johnson in December, 1921. They had
two children, Elin (Diddy), and Lorne. Diddy married J. T. Arnason,
Gimli butcher, and they have three sons and two daughters. Brian, who
married Violet Kernested, worked in Winnipeg for a few years before
returning to work at the family store, Tip Top Clover Farm. He is a
partner in owning the Gimli Florist Shop, which Violet manages. The
other partner, his brother Robert, is a physical education teacher at the
Gimli Composite High School, married to Ruth Bailey. Robert spent a
year travelling around the world and working in Australia before settling down in Gimli.
Kenneth attends Red River College in Winnipeg. Debbie became
cashier at the store following graduation from high school, while Susan
is still in school.
Lorne married Doris Sveinsson of Arnes, a registered nurse, who is
head nurse at the Betel Home. Lorne is caretaker for the Betel Home.
They built a home adjoining Lorne's parents, and for years Lorne

E. G. /l1/(/l'r.l"IJlI.
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managed the farm. Doris's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Valdi Sveinsson, built
a third home at the site, for their retirement. Lorne and Doris have six
children, Greg, Kathy, Gordon, Elin, Lorraine, and Karen, all of whom
are active in the Minerva 4-H Club. The girls are gifted singers, who
often perform at concerts, singing both in English and in Icelandic.
Mrs. Elis Anderson for years maintained the only market garden
for bedding plants in the Gimli area, and still raises many plants which
make her home a beauty spot.
Elli did not thrive in retirement. In 1971 he began to suffer from a
lengthy illness which kept him in hospital until his death on January 8,
1973, at the age of 74. Ten months prior to his death he had been admitted to the Betel Home, where he could see his beloved town from his
window. He was laid to rest in the Gimli Community Cemetery, on the
volunteer board of which he had been a director, and then president, for
several years following his retirement. In his funeral sermon, a letter
from another town employee whom he had helped through difficult
times, Ralph Magnusson, was read, at the request of his widow. In the
letter written at the height of emotion and grief in the loss of a true
friend, Ralph had said.
"Elis was the kind of man that never gave up on anyone. He helped
me in more ways than I can mention in one short note. All I have today
he was directly responsible for; because of him my job was made
available, regardless of what I had done or said."
Thanks to Elis's trust and patience with a town employee under his
foremanship, this young man became the kind of man he was capable of
being, and went on to help many others in turn, working day and night
to help them solve similar problems. Thus the trust of Elis Anderson
was passed along to countless others.

JOSEPH AND OLGA ANDREWSHENKO
Joseph (Joe) and Olga Andrewshenko moved from Riverton to
Gimli in 1957. Joe's parents Felix and Mary were pioneers from Poland
in the farming areas around Riverton, at Ledwyn. A plumber and
heating and electrical contractor by trade, Joe set up a business in Gimli
on Centre Street, and Olga, a hairdresser, opened the Cold Wave Shop
in the same building. They sold the building in 1974, and Olga retired
from hairdressing, while Joe continued in his plumbing and heating
business in a new location just west of Gimli.
Olga is the daughter of Harry and Dora Luprypa of Riverton Harry is now deceased, as are both of Joe's parents, who retired in
Gimli, in 1956.
Joe was a member of the Kinsmen Club and the Chamber of
Commerce, while Olga was a Brownie leader. In Riverton she belonged
to the Women's Institute.
Their children: Linda married Ronald Siatecki, who works for the
Department of Highways. They have a son Joseph David. Kenneth is
attending university. Catherine is attending the Misericordia Hospital
School of Nursing.
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BENEDIKT ARASON
Benedikt Arason was one of the immigrants who left Iceland for
Canada Sept. 10, 1874, with the ship St. Patrick of the Allen Line and
sailed direct to Quebec, where they landed Sept. 23. They settled first at
Kinmount, Ont. and later in Gimli, in 1875.
His brother Skafti Arason was a member of the committee that
had selected the site for the New Iceland colony.
Benedikt Arason is described as a remarkable man, intelligent,
versatile, and a good writer. His letters to Iceland, written in the
pioneer period, were published in a paper there and became source
material for the early history of New Iceland and Icelandic immigration.

Benedikr A rason.

When New Iceland became a municipality of Manitoba in 1887, he
was a member of the municipal council. He was also postmaster at the
Husavick post office, founded by Sigurdur Kristofersson.
He farmed first at Vellir (Plains) and later at Kja1vik (Keel Bay),
where his sons, Vigfus and Skafti, farmed later, and where his grandson, John Arason and his wife Marie, live today, The farm was
honoured as one of the pioneer centennial farms of Manitoba, in 1970.
Among his writings are his diaries, most of which passed into the
hands of Mrs. Thorstina Jackson Walters, wife of the artist Emile
Walters and daughter of the pioneer historian Thorleifut Jackson,
whose work she continued. She is now deceased and it is not known
what happened to the diaries.
Two notebooks remain in the possession of Mr. and Mrs. John
Arason: one, an account book kept first in Iceland and later in Canada,
showing details on goods and prices; the other, a summary of various
facts of interest to the writer. We continue with a summary of some of
the contents, translated from his fine handwriting by Miss. S.
Stefansson.
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Skapti Arason holding the Lang Spit
made by his father Benedikt Arason.

MEMORANDUM BOOK
Hamri ("Cliff') 1862.
B. Arason
Contents
A. Various numbers: Addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, mainly in dealing with measures of coinage, weights, lengths, etc.
B. Fractions: Simple and compound, mixed numbers, short-cuts,
etc.
C. Construction of a Langspil (an Icelandic stringed musical instrument) with a diagram and detail regarding size of parts, scale of
notes, etc.
D. Old vs. modern system of Icelandic coinage.
E. Measurements of various parts of milk pans and of heads of
rakes.
F. Blue dye for woollens; black dye and dye powder.
G. Notation for a flute.
H. Calculation of at least ten different types of taxes, such as poorlaw parish rates and taxes for the state church.
I. Processing (seasoning) of nets, sailcloth, etc. with copper sulphate.
J. Bookbinding.
K. Summary of article on extracting salt from sea-water.
L Notes on physics and chemistry. Explanations of the properties
of sulphur, phosphorus, chlorine, iodine, fluoride and silicon.
M. How to sharpen millstones.
N. How to tan hides.
O. How to make pewter and tombac.
P. Components of gunpowder and bell-copper.
Q. How to temper steel: several different processes.
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R. How to sharpen files.
S. How to measure the length of rafters.
T. Comparison of Fahrenheit and Reaumur thermometers.
U. Measurements of a yoke.
V. How to preserve eggs.
W. How to calculate the weight of cattle by measurement.
X. Liniment for external use only (Recipe in English).
Y. Measurements of an egg crate.
Account Book
(dated year by year from 1866 to 1874 in Iceland, and from 1874 to
1884 in Canada)
I.
The year 1866 shows the number of cows, horses, and sheep on
his farm in Iceland; purchases of supplies, such as rye, groats, peas, all
by the barrel; salt, by the cask, coal, iron, and steel; also goods sold in
exchange for these: white and coloured wool, tallow, woollen stockings,
and gloves.
There is a precise accounting of the bundles of hay taken off each
patch of ground; also its distribution in seven storehouses.
There is a detailed account of sheep slaughtered in the fall, or lost,
sold or bought, and the number of cows, horses, and sheep retained for
wintering over.
Wool retained for processing is listed by colour and weight.
At midwinter a detailed account is given of hay used and hay still
available, including what was bought and borrowed.
A similar account is given year by year till midwinter 1873-74.
II.
Commencing with October, 1874, in the second month in
Canada, accounts were by the month and almost wholly in English.
Never again do his accounts show the leisurely beauty of his former
records; this is not strange for a pioneer with a wife and eventually ten
children to support. Yet the entries are consistently complete and accurate to the last detail.
Two undated pages reveal sources of income during the period in
Kinmount, as follows:
Received for work and other things sold:
1f2 oxhide ................. ....................... ................ .......................
Wages in October, 1874 ........................................................
Wages in November ..............................................................
Wages in December ..............................................................
29 spoons sold .......................................................................
1 pr. shoes (less 9c) ..............................................................
Wages in January, 1875 ........................ ........ ......................
Feb. 24 2 small spoons .........................................................
Feb. 25 1 spoon ....................................................................
March 12. 15 spoons and for making 5 spoons ....................
Handle for axe ......................................................................
Making 12 spoons for Fr. B. ................................................
March: dated back: Price of heater ......................................
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.98
15.00
13.75
17.75
7.27
.10
6.30
.25
.30
5.08
.25
2.00
1.23

18. Wages for Feb. ...............................................................
20. I spoon ...........................................................................
22. I spoon 25c I box 1.10 .................. .......... ......... ..............
28. I spoon 25c work on 4 small spoons 40c .......................
Apr. 2 Work on 6 spoons, and 2 sp. ....................................
7 . Work at Wilsons ............... ............. ............ ........ ..............
May 22. Two days' work at Crego's ....................................
June 18. Ijz day at Alvik's .....................................................
Total ..................................................................................
June 19.2 quarts milk at 5c
...............................................
July. For work at Robinson's ............................................
Aug 10 For berries ...............................................................
For berries 32c sp. for Stephenson IOc .................................
Aug. 15. For milk previously sold ........................................
16. For one day's work at Brunker's ....................................
20. For berries ......................................................................
Sept. 10. For berries and milk. Total 40c,
and for debt at Paul Crego's 1.00 ........................................
Nov. I handle for axe for Kr. Jonas ....................................
June. for work fetching cows, etc. ........................................

7045
.30
1.35
.65
1.87
.25
1.20
.25
83.55
.10
6.80
.36

042
.25
.25
.55

lAO
.25
9.38

Further wage entries show wages in 1874 &t $1.00 per day, and in 1875
at 90c per day. But the preceding record indicates that farmers paid as
low as 60c, 50c, and even in one instance 25c for a day's work.
From this point on the records are almost entirely expense accounts, detailed even to the price of postage stamps, which were bought
singly. Even the three cents for a stamp to Manitoba or the three to six
cents to the U.S., and ten cents for a stamp to Iceland, and frequent
overdues from 4c to 26c on mail from there, are all recorded. However,
for a settler working for 50c a day the ten cent stamp would mean many
hours of work and considerable outlay.
Obviously Benedikt Arason was a very skilled craftsman. It is not
clear whether the spoons he manufactured for part of his income were
of metal. or the horn spoons well known in Iceland, but an entry of 42c
paid for a pair of ox horns suggests horn spoons. He made articles from
wood too.
Some common examples of the price of commodities in Kinmount
at this time appear in the record as follows:
Oatmeal ......................................... ........ ...... ........ .......... 5c a pound
Wheat flour ................................................................... 3c a pound
White Sugar ................................................................. 15c a pound
Brown Sugar ................................................................ 12c a pound
Butter ........................................................................... 16c a pound
Rye Flour ................................................... 2c a pound, 50 lb. sack
Coffee .......................................................................... 30c a pound
Milk ................................................................................. 5c a quart
Eggs .............................................................................. 13c a dozen
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Rice ................................................................................ 6c a pound
Potatoes ....................................................................... 50c a bushel
Peas ...................................................................... 40c for 1/2 bushel
Pemmican .................................................................... 20c a pound
Pork ........................................................................... 12 1/2c a pound
Venison .......................................................................... 5c a pound
Codfish .................................................................. 30c for 4 pounds
Herring ................................................................... 65c for 2 dozen
Tea ........................................................................ 20c for III pound.
The purchase of a stove was a major item, with monthly payments:
$2.00, 2.55, 2.50. 1.23.
A lamp glass cost IOc, a frying pan 62c, a quart coal oil, 12c, a
washboard, 30c, a whetstone, $2.00, a lamp, 50c, a gallon coal oil increased to 60c. a window pane, 8c, cotton cloth, from 20 to 25 cents a
yard; a thimble, 2c, thread, 2c.
Medical supplies were recorded: carbolic acid, 18 cents, cod liver
oil, 40 cents, Epsom salts, 10 cents, for medicine, $2.00. A few concessions were made to purchases for pleasure: Candy, 2 cents and 5
cents, raisins, 5 cents, cinnamon, tobacco, 5 cents, 20 cents etc. whisky,
15 cents. These are rather infrequent entries. Some of the entries throw
light on situations. Example: Nov., 1874. Paid for food supplied by the
government, at 31 1/2 cents a day: $8.82.
In June 1875 - a half a cow at $14.50. Cow's bell, 50 cents.
It is not clear whether this represents a half-interest in a live
animal, or half a carcass bought for food, but since this is in June, and
the cowbell was included, it is probably a live animal. Other entries
show purchase of half a carcass of beef, etc. for food.
A summary made at the end of June, 1875 shows total expenses of
$140.16, and total receipts of $83.65, with a difference of $66.51.
This indicates plainly how difficult was the situation at Kinmount.
If a man of Benedikt Arason's resourcefulness and capacity for hard
work could not make ends meet there, it is plain why the settlers
sought new fields and faced the hardships of creating a new settlement.
Entries made in New Iceland may be presumed to begin with
November, 1875. On many items prices are similar to those in Ontario.
However, wheat flour was priced at $3.75 a bag, potatoes 1.00 a bushel,
sugar 70c for 5 pounds, seven fish, 1.15, tea, 65 cents a pound, and paid
for moccasins, 75 cents.
Interesting entries in April, 1876, show purchase of vegetable
seeds;
V2 oz. parsnip ............................................................................... 05
I oz. carrot ......................................................... ,........................ 10
2 oz. red turnip ............................................................................ 10
2 oz. Norf. turnip ........................................................................ 10
1 oz. French sugar beet ............................................................... 10
In May he paid 25 cents postage on a letter from Iceland.
Lumber, (3 boards, 41 ft. at 3 cents aft.) ................................ 1.23
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Hay fork ................................................................................. 1.10
An entry for spectacles is shown but price is not clear (apparently high).
July entries, 1876 show:
1 cow-bell .................................................................................. 1.00
1 hoe ............................................................................................ 60
1 pro boots ................................................................................ 2.50
stove ......................................................................................... 14.00
October entries show:
1 axe ......................................................................................... 1.25
1 pro shoes ................................................................................ 2.00
Stuff for net .............................................................................. 5.35
November 1876 entries include:
8 stovepipes at 30 cents ............................................................ 2.40
3 bottles homeopathic medicine ................................................... 75
V2 moosehide ............................................................................. 1.50
December, 1876:
24 window-panes ............................................................... 121/2 each
Shoe repair ............................................ .......... .......... ........... .... 1.00
Apples, one pound ...................................................................... .16
Nails, 7 cents a pound ................................................................. 70
The year 1877 shows several entries fQr provisions supplied by the
federal government.
March, 1877. 3 bags flour (government)
June, 1877.2 bags flour, 20 lb. bacon, 4V21b. brown sugar, 2V21b. white
sugar, 5 lb. beans (from the government).
July, 1877. 1 bushel potatoes (government) also 5 lb. oatmeal, 11/.1 lb.
tea, 1 fork (government).
August, 1877. 1 bag flour (government) 1 cow with calf $26.80 (government) but margin shows $31.80 (possibly a loan).
October, 1877 27 lb. salt (government)
November, 1877. Some fishing supplies for nets are shown (govt.)
December, 1877. 24 lb. pork (government).
Jan. 1878. Piece of buffalo hide (government)
May, 1878. 15 Ib, hard wheat, 10 lb. oats, 36 lb. flour, 1 Ib tea, 161b.
barley, 3 lb. beans, 2 lb. iron, and garden seed (government).
October, 1878. Gilling thread (government) I lb. But in additon he
bought gilling thread for $2.25. This is the last entry indicating government aid.
February 21, 1879, shows payment to Rebekka Gudmundsdottir of 25
cents. This is not explained, but she was a well-known midwife, who
became known for her services to the community, both in New Iceland
and later in Winnipeg.
At the close of his accounts for 1883, December 24, Benedikt
Arason lists $1.00 advance payment on a certificate of Canadian
citizenship. Being then in his 20th year of unremitting toil as well as
community service as a pioneer, he must have earned it more than
most.
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JOHANN ARNASON FAMILY
Johann Petur Arnason, born in Sydri-Villingadalur in Eyjafjordur,
Iceland, in 1850, and his wife Dorothea Soffia Abrahamsdottir from
Hlidarhagi in Saurbaer parish, Eyjarfjardarsysla, emigrated to New
Iceland in 1883 and lived the first three years with Johann Jonsson of
Bolstadur. In 1886 they moved to Espiholl (Aspen Hill) later known as
the Arnason Dairy, and took a homestead claim on it. This was the second claim, as the first settler, Jakob Espolin, who gave it the name, had
moved away.
Johann farmed there until his death in 1918. His wife Soffia stayed
with her daughter, Fridrika, (Mrs. Th. Johnson) until her death in 1926.
The Arnasons had four children. The three reaching adult age
were: Fridrika Maria, Vilhjalmur, and Gudjon.
Johann Arnason was a tall, strongly built yet agile man, an excellent exponent of Icelandic wrestling (glima). He participated in contests held during the summer at a hall on the south edge of the farm
Bolstadur.
He was also fond of books and learning, and despite the hardships
of pioneer life, managed to learn to read English. He was a member of
the first school board in the area, and is reputed to have proposed the
name of Minerva School. His wife Soffia and her brothers and sister
were jolly, musical people and she was often asked to lead singing at
funerals, as she had an excellent singing voice. She was skilled in tailoring, hospitable, and generous.
The children attended Kjarna School, because the Gimli school
was over-crowded, but were unable to get a good education, though
Vilhelm went to grade eight, which was higher than most children went
in those days.
FRIDRIKA MARIA married Thorkell Bjorn Johnson, son of
Magnus Johannesson and his first wife Kristjana Ingibjorg Jonsdottir,
who was a pioneer at Arnes, from Thorvaldsdalur in Eyjarfjardarsysla.
Thorkell moved from Winnipeg to the farmstead of Grund in the
Minerva district, where he lived until his death in 1945. His wife
Fridrika died in 1951. He was for many years on the Minerva school
board, and he and his wife were long-time members of local groups.
Their children:
I. Kristjana Magnusina married Haraldur (Harry) Einarson, son
of Sigurdur and Maria Einarson. They lived for 15 years in Gimli, and
he was a fisherman, and moved to Grund farmstead in 1943, where they
are now retired. Kristjana (Stjana) has belonged to the Minerva Ladies'
Aid over 30 years, was its president for 12 years in all. She is active in
the Icelandic National League and was a member of the Red Cross.
They have one son, Kenneth Ralph, B.Sc. in Agriculture, U. of M.,
gold medal winner, and now sales manager for Simplot Fertilizer Company in Brandon, married to Elaine Danielson, with four children,
Warren, student in commerce at the U. of M., Ralph, working for
Simplot; Allan, and Krista Lee.
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2. Soffia Johanna, R.N. from Winnipeg General Hospital, married
Thomas Campbell, who died in 1971, at Summerland, B.C. Their
children: Thomas Marino died in an air crash at North Bay, Ont. in
1973, in the air force.
Donald William, supervisor of credit department in a bank in Victoria, B.c.
Terence Kelly, supervisor in a Vancouver bank.
Joanne Eleanor, married to Frederick Gartell, a bank manager at
Quesnel, B.C.
3. William (Vilhjalmur Gudjon), B.A. and B.Ed., U. of M., a high
school teacher in Winnipeg, now retired, married to Marion Hunter,
with one child, Roberta Marion, home economics teacher married to
Paul Thomas, lecturer in political science at St. John's College, with
three sons, Hugh, Neil, and Brian.
4. Della, (Thorgerdur Margret) married Arnor Holm son of
Sveinbjorn Holm and his second wife Emmy Arnadottir. They have
farmed at Husavick and Arnor also has worked as a carpenter. Arnor
was on the Kjarna school board and has for two decades been an active
member of the Gimli Credit Union on the supervisory committee, and
now as secretary. Della has been a member of Sigurvon, the Husavick
Ladies' Aid, for 30 years, has been its secretary and is now president.
Their children:
Edith, an elementary school teacher, married to Grant Harrison,
farmer at Glenora, Man. with children Adele and Glen.
Frederick Arnor (Rick) B.Sc. and M.Sc. in Agriculture, U. of M.,
who went to Prince Edward Island in 1971 as Cereal and Forage Crop
Specialist with the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, and in
1974 was appointed Crop Supervisor with the Soil and Crop Division
there. He is president of the Prince Edward Island Institute of
Agrologists. He is married to Merrianne Helgason, daughter of Dr. S.
B. Helgason, professor of botany at the University of Manitoba. She is
a B.Sc. in Home Economists.
VILHELM ARNASON: When Vilhelm was 16 he went to work
on a farm in North Dakota, and in the fall returned and hired out for
the winter fishing season, the first of 31 winters of fishing. During the
summer he worked at his self-taught trade of carpentry, and the selling
of farm implements, for which he had an agency for over 30 years. He
also was caretaker of the Gimli Park for over 30 years, after which his
son Gordon took it over for several years. He was active in the building
of the first hospital. One of his hobbies was taxidermy, which resulted in
anum ber of mounted deerheads at his home. He was a member of the
Icelandic Celebration committee for over 40 years, and a member of
the Gimli Old Timers Association. There was hardly a committee in
town on which he did not serve, from the first one when at the age of 16
he was appointed to the village picnic committee.
He married Gudrun, daughter of Bjorn Johnson and his wife
Gudrun, also of the Minerva district. They were married in 1915 and
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moved into the comfortable bungalow he built on Sixth Avenue, in
which she still resides. Willie's talent for carpentry was inherited, and
though he had no formal training, he helped build most of the early
Gimli homes, as well as the Lutheran and Unitarian churches.
They had nine children. During the long winters Mrs. Arnason had
the work of raising the children alone, while her husband was away at
fish camps often as far as 200 miles north, on the shore of Big Reindeer
Island. All the fish was shipped frozen with freighters bringing it to
town on two trips during the winter, which provided the only communication between the fishermen and their families. One year the
freighters did not come, and Mr. Arnason made the 400-mile round trip
to town and back by dog team in six days, to find another freighter to
haul the fish out before the thaw set in to spoil it.
Mr. Arnason recalled another occasion when at West Doghead,
finding himself in icy water where a storm had caused the channel to
break open. A fishermen who was following him threw him a net by
which he pulled himself. The dogs were still floundering, so taking a
running line, he jumped back in and unhitched them so they could swim
to safety.

Mrs. W. J. Amason. Elin. W. J. Arnason. Olaf. Valdi. Herman, Anna,
Johann.

Mrs. W. J. Amason and Valdi, Mrs. J.
B. Johnson and Runa.

Grandma Johnson. Mrs. and Mr. W. J. Amason and Valdi. Mundi Johnson and the
McRitchie children.
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Valdi and Johann Amason as Vikings at
all Icelandic Festival.

In later years, fishing closer to home, he and his brother Gudjon
were among the first to ship fresh fish direct to Chicago and New York
from Gimli.
Meanwhile, Runa, his wife, was skillfully managing the family,
and she tells about the struggle to provide new clothing for each of the
children to wear to church on Christmas Eve. She has been one of the
staunchest supporters of the Lutheran Church all her life, and, she is
still usually in her accustomed seat every Sunday morning.
B. Valdimar (Valdi), the eldest son, learned the butcher trade at
Timmins, Ontario, and he and his brother Johann (Joey) went into
partnership in a butcher shop, Tip Top Meats, in 1948. The business
thrived, and still does, with most of the younger members of the Arnason family assisting at busy seasons. It is now a Clover Farm Store.
A large locker plant was built at the rear, with the lockers much in demand until most families bought home freezers. The Arnasons
specialize in carrying meats and fish of every kind, some fish from as
far away as Iceland.
W. J. Arnason passed away in December, 1964. Runa retains good
health at 86, walks anywhere in town, and has travelled to Iceland
several times. She was an active member of the Deaconess Society, and
a charter member and on the executive of the Gimli Chapter of the
Icelandic National League. Her husband was its treasurer for many
years.
Their children:
1. Valdi: (Bjorn Valdimar) married Chrissie Benson. Valdi is a
past master of the Lisgar Masonic Lodge and member of Viking Lodge,
the Shrine, Khartum Temple, Prince of Wales Chapter, and King
Edward Perceptory; is a past president of the Kinsmen Club and was
Deputy Governor of District 2 Kinsmen Clubs, member of the K-40s,
past president of the Chamber of Commerce, member of the Rotary
Club, on the board of directors of the Icelandic Festival for 18 years,
was its president, and usually is escort for the Fjallkona. He was six
years a councillor in the Town of Gimli, and deputy mayor. He h~s
served on the Gimli Hospital Board as citizen member since it was
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organized, and is now chairman. He also served on the Lutheran
Church council and at one time sang in the choir.
Chrissie is a member of Eastern Star and active in the Lutheran
Women's Association, of which she has been president. She was chosen
as Fjallkona of the Icelandic Festival in 1973. At one time she was a
W.I. member.
They have two daughters and a son.
Patricia (Patty) is married to Lynn Einarson, a farmer in the
Minerva district. Their children are Sherri, Brian, and Michelle.
Valdine is married to Don Evans from Winnipeg Beach, who is
now an Ontario Provincial Policeman at Beardmore, Ont. Their
children are Diane, Kristen, and Jeffrey Robert.
Timothy Grant (Tim) is attending Red River College, studying
business administration.
2. Olof, is Mrs. Charles Simpson of Winnipeg. They have one son,
Brent, at school.
3. Johann Theodore (Joey) served in the Navy during World War
Two, and since his return has been very active in the Gimli Branch,
Royal Canadian Legion, of which he is a past president. He served on
council for several years, and was deputy mayor. He was honoured in
1973 by the Gimli Fire Department when he retired after 25 years as a
volunteer fireman, most of them as deputy chief. He served on the
Gimli School Board, of which he was chairman. He was EMO CoOrdinator for some years. He was chairman of the Memorial Recreation Centre Committee, and active in the Curling Club, of which he was
chairman and served in many other capacities. He is an honorary life
member of the Manitoba Curling Association, and a member of the
Viking Masonic Lodge, and the Shrine. He was on the executive of the
Gimli Wolves hockey team.
Joey is married to Elin (Diddy) Anderson. She is active in the
Lutheran Church, and the Ceramics Club.
Joey is interested in antiques and has a fine collection of artifacts
on display in his backyard every summer.
They have five children: Brian works in the family business, Tip
Top Clover Farm, while his wife, the former Violet Kernested of
H usavick, manages the Gimli Florist Shop, which is co-operatively
owned by Brian and his brother Robert. Brian is active in support of
local hockey, was on the executive of the Gimli Wolves and now the
Gimli Junior Bs. He is a member of the volunteer fire department.
Robert is a physical education teacher at Gimli Composite High
School. He travelled extensively and taught school in Australia. He is
married to Ruth Bailey of Gimli, receptionist for the Gimli Medical
Arts Building.
Kenneth is working at Saunders Aircraft as a planner. All the boys
are interested in hockey. Robert plays hockey and Kenneth has served
on the executive.
Debbie is working for MacLeods in Winnipeg. Susan is at school.
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4. Anna is married to Elert Stevens, son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Stevens. They have five children and one grandchild. (See Stevens).
5. John Julius has a degree in electrical engineering. He is married
to Lilja Johnson. He had worked for Manitoba Hydro for 25 years and
is now Assistant General Manager of Engineering in the company. He
and his wife have been active in Icelandic circles in Winnipeg, in the
Icelandic Festival, of which he has been an executive member for 20
years, the Icelandic National League and Icelandic Canadian Club. He
is a member of the executive of the Icelandic Cultural Corporation, and
a member of the Masonic order and the Shrine.
They have a summer home in Gimli. Their children:
Wayne, who was a student in major work classes throughout his
school years, has travelled widely in Europe, and is presently an assistant minister working with youth and senior citizens, in San Francisco.
William (Billy) has been employed in the north by Manitoba
Hydro.
Kristine is in her second year in physical education at the U niversity of Manitoba. Gary is in school.
6. Herman is married to June Dahlman from Riverton. He is an
electrician for City Hydro in Winnipeg. Their children are Valerie,
Dean, and Jerry, in school. He's a member of the Masonic order.
7. Elin who worked as a seed analyst for the Wheat Board, travelled in Europe and worked two years in London, England, is married
to Arthur Paskiw of Regina. They have a son, Daniel.
8. Fred works at Manitoba Hydro, is single, an ardent curler,
comes home to Gimli every weekend and assists his brothers at the
store, has taken part in local hockey clubs and fastball clubs. He is a
member of Viking Lodge.
9. Gordon is married to Josephine Kozera. He has worked at the
family store and other positions, including caretaking of the Gimli Park
for many years. He is now in carpentry. Their children are: Barbara,
Beverley, Gregory, Murray. Gordon is a past president of the Kinsmen
Club, has been active in hockey as a player and on the executive, also in
curling, was EMO Co-Ordinator for the town, a member of the
volunteer fire department for years, is a member of Viking Masonic
Lodge. Josie works at the provincial training centre, is a past president
of the Kinettes and has been active in the Figure Skating Club and other
local groups.
GUDJON ARNASON, son of Johann Amason and his wife Soffia remained on the family farm, Espiholl, farming and fishing until
retirement. He married Petrina (Petra) Anderson, daughter of Captain
Baldi Anderson and his wife Petrina Soffia Gisladottir. Like her father,
she is a strong, cheerful person. They raised seven sons and three
daughters. Both the Amason families have been very loyal to Gimli,
most of them retaining strong ties with the home community even if circumstances took them elsewhere to earn their living.
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I. Baldwin (Balli), the oldest son, married Gudrun Anderson of
Poplar Park, and built his original home across the highway from that
of his parents.
They have seven children:
a. David, with his B.A. and M.A., and working on his thesis, is
teaching at the University of Manitoba, in the English department, and
married to Jennifer Olito, also a teacher. They have two children, Vincent and Gail.
b. Gerald (Jerry), working with the family company of Arnason
Engineering, is married to Joan Thomas, with two children, Sherry and
Trevor.
c. Judy is married to Glen Taverner, and they live at Comox, B.C.
with three children, Kenneth, Kerri and Katherine.
d. Bruce with his Master's degree in Commerce, is teaching
business administration at the University of Manitoba, and working on
his thesis.
e. Cameron, with his B.A. and B.Ed., is married to Janice Narfason. They are both teaching in Australia for two years.
f. Maureen has her B.A. and is now working on her B.Ed. degree.
g. Donna Lee is attending teachers' college at the University of
Manitoba.
2. Johann V. (Joe) married to Clarice Arason ofGimli. They have
eight children.
a. Richard, married to Sheryl Rudd of Gimli, has two children, a
daughter Toby and son Johann. Dick is a leading Gimli businessman,
who is now a partner in five businesses. He operates Interlake Agencies,
for rentals, real estate, general insurance, and autopac, he is a partner
with Alan MacFarlane and Lorraine Thorvardson in Vesturland
Properties, and recently became a partner in a business in Flin Flon. He
is a Kinsman and a past president of the Gimli Chamber of Commerce
and the Curling Club. He served on town council for several years.
b. Carol is married to Hugh MacDonald, and they live in Los
Angeles, California. They have a son Hughie and a daughter Heidi.
c. Terry married Robert Ramsay. They live in Winnipeg and have
two daughters, Heather and Nancy.
d. Leslie married Lorna Dunsford. He works as an illustrator at
Saunders Aircraft.
e. Brenda is married to Danny Luprypa, guidance counsellor at
Gimli Elementary School.
f. Sheila is taking a hairdressing course following graduation from
Gimli High School.
g. Dwayne and h. Sandra are in school.
Joe served in the Second World War.
3. Valdimar M. (V aId i) is the artistic brother, with a definite talent
in design and art. He married Jona Eyolfson of Riverton. Their children
are:
Lucille head librarian at the University of Manitoba.
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JoAnn, a pharmacist, who has worked in B.C., Winnipeg and
Gimli.
Kurt, who married Catherine Szakac, a social worker. He is a sign
painter in Winnipeg, and Lori Lee, in grade XII, planning to enter
pharmacy.
Valdi has worked at many varied enterprises, from commercial
fishing, to operation of a self-serve grocery store in partnership with his
brother Ted, building and designing a commercial office building in
Gimli, and· establishing amen's wear shop there for a short time. He
ran for political office, and was autopac regional officer for some time.
He is now partially retired due to failing health. He served in the
R.C.A.F. during the second World War.
4. Theodore K. (Ted) married Marjorie Doll. Their children are:
Wendy, who taught in special education for over four years, is married
to Raymond Delbaere. They live in Winnipeg and have one daughter,
Marjorie Alice.
Kathleen (Kathy) who is a talented figure skater and figure skating
teacher, is taking nursing at Red River College.
Kristine is at school. Ted and Marge moved to Winnipeg in the
I 960s, to be more convenient to the family business, which takes
members to many parts of the country. They kept a pioneer home in
Gimli for their summer home, and have noyv built a beautiful home next
to it and have moved back to reside permanently in Gimli. Kristine is
attending school here. Ted served in the Second World War.
5. Laura Arnason married Julius Holm of Husavick, where they
reside. Their family:
Linda married Winston Stevens of Gimli. They have four children,
Shelly, Pamela, Scott and Brian. (See Stevens).
Sharon married Kenneth Hallson of Winnipeg. They have one
daughter, Tracy Diane.
6. Franklin Arnason obtained his degree in engineering. He
married Marie Vann of Minnedosa. Their children are:
Brett, married to Marian Pollock. He is a veterinarian in
Saskatchewan.
Barry, married to Olana Isfeld, completing his B.Ed. at the
University of Manitoba.
Ronald, attending university.
Roy and Lynn at school.
7. Bernice Arnason is unmarried and lives with her parents, and
works in Gimli.
8. Margaret Arnason married Albert Markusson, who is town
foreman for Gimli. They have six children:
Daphne and Diane, twins. Daphne works at Saunders Aircraft.
Larry attending the University of Winnipeg taking Arts.
Cynthia, Janet, and Sandra, at school. (see Markusson).
9. Charles Arnason, remained on the home farm and carried on
dairying until a few years ago, when he sold his diary business but con-
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tinues in cultivation of the farm. He m-arried Lorraine Peterson of
Gimli and their children are:
Charlene, employed at Taylor Pharmacy; Peter, Bonnie, Charles,
and Linda in school. Lorraine works at the Provincial Training Centre.
10. Wilfred (Willie) Arnason, is a high school teacher at St. John's
High School, Winnipeg, married to Donna Mae Einarson, R.N. of
Gimli. They have five children: Tracy, Einar Bradley, Christy, Jill, and
Jodi.
The brothers have been noted for their co-operation with each
other, and during the years have operated many businesses as
partnerships, either of several or all of the family. One of the first was a
garage they built and ran for several years, now operated by Louis
Isfeld. Later Frank opened a milk pasteurizing plant which continued
successfully for some years. When Frank decided to discontinue this
operation, the building was converted to a furniture store for a number
of years. They then formed the Arnason Construction Company, and
undertook many large projects in various parts of the province. This
later had the addition of the Arnason Engineering Company, with
Frank Arnason as president, Baldwin and Ted as first and second vicepresident, and Joe as secretary. Gradually, as their work extended
farther afield, most of the brothers moved into Winnipeg, except Joe,
who stayed in Gimli to handle the business at this end, and run the furniture store. Their company specializes in the construction of sewage
lift stations and water treatment plants. They developed the "sinking
method" for building deep substructures in adverse ground conditions,
and are known throughout western Canada for this type of building
carried on throughout Manitoba and Saskatchewan. They have built 14
sewage lift stations at Gimli, ten in greater Winnipeg, two at Winkler,
and at Killarney, Baldur, Birtle, Inglis, Clear Lake, Erickson, Ste.
Rose, MacGregor, Oak River, StrathcJair, Ste. Anne, Deloraine, Steinbach, Oak Lake, and in Saskatchewan, Esterhazy, Sintiluta, Spy Hill,
and two in Saskatoon. They have built water treatment plants at Gimli,
Clear Lake, Oak River, StrathcJair, Benito, Bowsman, Baldur, Belmont, Winnipegosis, St. Jean, Inglis, Binscarth, Ste. Rose, Gilbert
Plains, etc.
The volume of work has reached approximately a million dollars
annually. In addition to the brothers, Frank's brother-in-law Leslie
Vann is an officer of the company.
The company built the last control for the Red River floodway, installed new pumping equipment for the McPhillips subway, and pumping stations for Bird's Hill Park. One of the largest works completed by
the company was the installation of an 860 foot long pipe, 36 inches in
diameter, attached to an inlet structure weighing 14,000 pounds. This
was installed by assembling the pipe and inlet on shore and then floating
the entire assembly into place and lowering it to its final position. The
inlet of the pipe was in 16 feet of water - the largest pipe to be installed by this method in Manitoba.
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Arnason Engineering was in charge of the construction of the
causeway to Hecla Island in 1971.
In 1967, a period of expansion in Gimli, Arnason brothers sold the
Tomboy Store which had followed Valdi and Ted's grocery store, tore
down their furniture store, and built a large shopping ,centre at Centre
and Fourth Avenue, with a parking lot in front. This development now
houses the Tomboy Store, Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce,
Robinson Store, and Interlake Agencies owned by Joe Amason's son
Richard (Dick); also the Lake Centre News office. Joe and Dick
purchased the old I.G.A. building from Harold Bjarnason and established the Amason Furniture Store there.
Arnason Construction Company was responsible for the building
of many of the fine modern homes now in Gimli, a number of them in
the reclaimed swamp at the northwest of town. They included homes
they built for themselves and sometimes they sold these and built more
for themselves. Frank and Balli also have summer quarters in the town
and spend a lot of time here.
The Amason family undertook another large project in 1958, the
development of a summer resort at Willow Point, the property of their
grandfather Captain Baldi Anderson, who had dreamed of making it
into a summer resort many years earlier. With their heavy equipment
they built a road into the property, landscaped it, with a winding road
running through the long, narrow strip of land with two miles of sandy
beach to the east, and a quiet lagoon suitable for boating, to the west.
They built a number of summer cottages, washrooms, and picnic areas,
installed sewer and water, and set out camping spots for tents and
trailers. The site was a beautiful and different one, with the fresh air
from the lake, the expanse of beaches, the multitude of waterfowl and
birds which frequent the willow bushes. They called it Willow Island,
and it quickly became a popular resort.
In 1966, however, the lake was high, and disaster threatened
Willow Island. The brothers, undaunted, hauled fill, and anything they
could get, including old cars, to try to stem the tide of water which
threatened to engulf the entire peninsula. Their resort had to be closed
that year. However, in 1967 things looked better, and they tried again.
As their centennial project they moved the great white rock which had
long been the symbol of the first landing place of the Icelandic settlers,
set it on a decorative mount, marked it with a suitable marker, and
landscaped flower beds. They dedicated it to their parents, brought in
the descendants of the first Icelandic child born at that spot, Jon
Johannson, and asked the President of Iceland, Dr. Asgeir Asgeirsson,
to unveil it on July 30, 1967. In the midst of a busy Canadian Centennial Islendingadagurinn, he managed to find time to do so.
Their troubles with Willow Island were not over. Continued high
water levels damaged their road, and Willow Island had to be closed
again. Attempts were made by its supporters to have it included in the
Gimli Lakefront development grant, but government members of the
committee refused to sanction it. Now the family has divided it into a
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num ber of lots, each brother receiving his share, to build on or sell as he
sees fit.
The Arnason brothers have over and over demonstrated their faith
in their home town, and their willingness to invest in it. Usually it has
paid off. They are a determined, friendly, outgoing group of extroverts,
who will argue with anybody, including each other, vehemently, but
always without malice. They have always taken a leading role in community life, have all been closely associated with every Gimli projectthe operation of the skating rink, the curling club, the winter carnival,
the Kinsmen Club, Chamber of Commerce, etc. Frank Arnason served
on the school board, Joe was president of the Chamber of Commerce

Willoll' Is/aI/d.

Willo\\' Is/aI/d.
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and the Rotary Club, his son Dick has been a town councillor and active
in other groups. Valdi has been an equally active member of most Gimli
oranizations. Ted served as president of the Canadian Association for
the Mentally Retarded, and like his brothers was active in many
groups. He is 1974 President of the Icelandic Festival of Manitoba, and
also the Icelandic Canadian Club. Their father Gudjon, like all his
children, was very interested in sport, and was one of a group of four
men who curled at Winnipeg Beach before Gimli had a curling rink. All
the Arnasons are vivid curlers, and Charlie and Wilf also have many
trophies to their credit. Gudjon and Petra Arnason, still in fairly good

Th~ Il'hil~

rock in ils original position.

The Il'hil~ rock alier the Amason family sel it up as their 1967 Centennial project.
On~ of Ihe grandchildren explains il to Margaret Kennedy. freelance Il'riter.
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health and filled with zest for living, celebrated their 61 st wedding anniversary in 1974.
On their 60th wedding anniversary, their family held open house
for them, and the table was centred with a replica of their farm home,
artistically iced and decorated by their daughter-in-law, Marge.
The wives of the Arnason brothers have been almost as active as
their husbands, taking leadership roles in most local groups. It is difficult to assess the impact on Gimli progress made by the families of the
two Arnason brothers, who not only have a host of descendants, but
have many decendants who have participated deeply in local history

Rear L.-R.: Baldwin. Johann, Valdi. Ted, Frank. Charlie. Wilfred, Laura, Mrs. Arnason. C. W. Amason, Bernice, Margaret.

The three couples with the addition of Mrs. Cudrun Amason. whose husband W. J.
Amason passed away in December 1964.
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THE BEAUCHEMIN BROTHERS
Although J. S. E. (Mickey) and Lionel Beauchemin have been
residents of Gimli for a comparatively short time, their contribution to
the community has been such that they warrant a place in this history.
They were born in St. Boniface, the sons of Joe Beauchemin and his
wife Aurore Chabot, and they have a sister, Reine. They served in the
Canadian Armed Forces during World War 2, and were stationed at
Gimli, Mickey coming here in 1943, and Lionel two years later.
Mickey married Anne Kardinal, from Can ora, Saskatchewan, in
1942. Their children:
Sharon married Raymond Isfeld, and they lived in Winnipeg
Beach with their childre>n Sherry and Randy. Sharon passed away
tragically at the age of 29, in 1973.
Kenneth married Lena Skiba and works at Saunders Aircraft,
Gimli.
Diane is in Vancouver, where she works for an insurance company.
Karen, whose husband, Larry Gottfried, works at Cal verts
Distillery, Gimli.
Barbara is married to Jerry Sutyla, who also works at Cal verts
Distillery.
Deborah (Debbie) is employed in Winnipeg.
Anne Beauchemin passed away in 1960. Some years later Mickey
married Phyllis McDonald. She served as secretary for the Ladies'
Auxiliary of the Canadian Legion. Mickey is a general contractor doing
plumbing, heating, and carpentry work. From 1946 to 1971 he and
Lionel were partners in the Marshall Wells hardware business. He built
the Norseman Motel, which he operated for some time, then sold it to
Jackie Valgardson, in turn buying the latter's home.
Lionel married Ionia Walsh, who came from Saskatchewan, and
they have five children:
Dolores, whose husband, Ron Eyolfson, works with the Ontario
provincial police at Fort Frances, Ontario. Their children are Daryl and
Todd. Dolores was active in Guiding.
Judy married Joe Zaik who works at Firman Bros. garage. Judy
works at the Credit Union. She was a Gold Cord winner as a Guide,
and is now the Guide captain.
Marlene, Mrs. Jack Korolyk of Winnipeg Beach, whose husband
works at Saunders Aircraft. They have a daughter and a son.
Roger, at school, and four year old Brian.
Lionel is also, like his brother, a general contractor. Ionia works at
Saunders Aircraft. She has been secretary of the Ladies' Auxiliary of
the Legion, and is a member of the Eastern Star, Selkirk Chapter, No.
35.
The Beauchemins have been outstandingly active in the community.
They donated a total of 5000 hours of work during the building of the
Legion Hall, the skating rink, and the curling rink. Mickey was president of the Legion for five terms at different times, president of the
Kinsmen Club one year, and of the local Cancer Unit for three years.
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He held many offices in the curling rink association, served on the
skating rink committee for some time, and was chairman for the carnival committee one year. He served on the town council for two years.
Mickey was president of the Interlake Tourist and Convention Association, and was a member of the board of directors.
Lionel was a member of the Kinsmen Club, was president of the
Legion for one year, and has been active in both skating and curling
rinks. He served several years on the school board.
Both brothers were members of Lisgar Lodge No.2, Selkirk, and
are now in Viking Lodge, Gimli. They have held the office of Worthy
Master, and are members of Khartum Temple of the Shrine.

HUGH E. BEDDOME
Among the memorable people who have contributed to the history
and growth of Gimli, the name of Hugh E. Beddome must be recorded.
He and his family came to Gimli about 1941, when he joined the staff of
the Gimli School, where he taught for five years. When it became
necessary for the town to look for a new secretary-treasurer, Dr. K. I.
Johnson, who was active on the school board, suggested to Mayor
Barney Egilson that he could find no better man for the position than
Mr. Beddome. His words proved true indeed, and for 22 years the quiet
knowledge and wisdom of this man guaranteed the best service possible
to the town. Hugh Beddome became an expert in his knowledge of
municipal affairs, and always knew where to look in the Municipal Act
for the answer to any problems.
While always there to give advice to council when requested, he
was careful never to intrude his own opinions unnecessarily. He was
always co-operative with everyone, and ready to work hard beyond the
requirements of his position when needed. Anyone going to the town office seeking information was received with courtesy and it was never too
much trouble for him, however busy he was, to attend to their requests.
Many of Mr. Beddome's valuable suggestions were followed,
thereby saving the town a great deal of money. At one time he flatly
refused to accept a raise in pay, saying that he did not need any more
money than he was then receiving. Had he been paid according to his
worth, his salary would have been many times higher than it was.
Mr. and Mrs. Beddome raised two sons and a daughter in Gimli,
all of whom were exceptional students at school and went on to attain
success in the world beyond. Alice, the youngest, a top student, came to
work with her father in the town office for a period. Later she left
Gimli, and eventually married a young farmer at Emo, Ontario, where
she still resides with a young family of her own. When she left home, her
mother, a quiet woman, even quieter than her husband, took over as
assistant on a part-time basis. The Beddomes made a good team in the
office.
They were a family with their own deep religious convictions,
which forbade their taking part in community organizations or recrea466

A farewell party honouring Mr. H. E.
Beddollle who left Gimli in 1968. L.-R.:
Mrs. Beddome, Mr. H. E. Beddome,
Mayor D. Sigmundson, Mrs. V. Einarson.

tion, Nobody could deny that they were good citizens, supporting
generously all worthy projects in the town and elsewhere.
If space permitted, there is much more that could be said about
Hugh Beddome's contribution to Gimli. His quiet humor was much enjoyed by all who came in contact with him, and he was a man of many
friends and few enemies. When nearing retirement, in 1968, he decided
to ask to be relieved of his duties as secretary-treasurer, first planning
to retire to land he had bought in Charleswood. His resignation was
reluctantly accepted by the mayor and council. Later that year he was
prevailed upon by the R.M. of Rosser to accept the position of
secretary-treasurer for them, a less arduous position than he had in
Gimli, so he left earlier than anticipated. A farewell dinner was held in
honor of Mr. and Mrs. Beddome, attended by most of the past and
present councillors and others. They were presented with a clock by
Mayor D. Sigmundson, and former Mayor Violet Einarson proposed a
toast. Everyone who spoke on this occasion did so from the heart, with
sincerity in every word. For everyone knew that Gimli was losing a
great citizen and public servant.
The Beddomes went to their new home in Charleswood, where they
are able to enjoy their beloved hobby of gardening. For several years
Mr. Beddome commuted daily to Rosser, but has now retired.
THE BENEDIKTSON FAMILY
Vigfus Sigurdur Benediktson was born March 5, 1876 at
Vopnafjordur, Iceland, and died October 13, 1963, aged 87. His wife
Gudridur Helgadottir wa~ born October 19, 1880, in Akureyri,
Iceland, and died January 17, 1948. They came to Canada in the late
fall of 1903, and were detained in Quebec City, where Si!mrdur was
quarantined with typhoid fever all winter. They came to Gimli in 1904
and were married October 14 that year. Sigurdur was a fisherman on
Lake Winnipeg and Lake Manitoba for many years.
The first few years they lived in the south end of Gimli, then they
moved a half mile south of Gimli, where they lived until 1935, when
they moved to a farm in the Minerva district with their sons, Helgi and
Arnthor. In 1939 they retired to 29 First Avenue, Gimli.
"Siggi Ben", as he was known to all, was well known for his oldtime music. He played the accordion at countless dances and get
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togethers during the depression years. He played with the Gimli OldTimers Band and also with Oli Thorsteinson and Hannes Kristjanson.
The old-time tunes that he loved best were brought with him from his
homeland.
Helgi Sigtryggur Benediktson was born in 1906, and married in
1938 to Alma Maria AugusUr-Johannson. He fished on Lake Winnipeg
from a young age, and farmed in the Minerva district from 1935 to
1963, when they moved to Gimli, where he worked for B.C. Packers
until they closed. He is now retired. While he was living at Minerva, he
was a member of the Minerva School Board, and its SecretaryTreasurer for a number of years.
Helgi and Alma have three children:
Myrna Valerie is married to Edwin Petrowski, a plasterer in the
Gimli district, who is also a farmer. They have four children, Elaine,
Joey, Danny, and Richard. (See Petrowski).
Robert Helgi is married to Louise Demchuk. He is a barber, and
lives in Selkirk. Formerly he worked at B.c. Packers.
Cameron Dennis is married to Linda Josephson. They have one
son, and Cameron works in the Gimli area.
Arnthor Vigfus Benedikt Benediktson was born June 20, 1908. He
married Constance Sigridur Einarson. He fished on Lake Winnipeg
from young adulthood, then farmed in the lVlinerva district until his
death in 1972. Their children:
Sheila Doreen, married to Anthony Pantel uk. They farm on the
original Benediktson farm, and have three children, Shaunda, Michael,
and Kimberly. Shaunda is in third year of Home Economics at the
University of Manitoba. She was chosen "Miss Interlake" at the
Lundar Fair in 1974. The Panteluks have been active in the Minerva 4H Club.
Constance Carol is married to Ralph Magnusson, and they have
four daughters, Valerie, JoAnn, Marilyn, and Laurel. Connie is a postal
clerk at the Gimli Post Office, and Ralph was assistant foreman for the
Town of Gimli for eleven years, when he resigned to become
maintenance supervisor for the Johnson Memorial Hospital. They live
in Gimli. Ralph, or "Red" as he is nicknamed, has been an active
hockey player for the Gimli Wolves, and is now coach for the All-Star
Midgets. He was also coach for the Wolves for several years. Connie is
secretary of the Minerva Ladies' Aid. The girls are active in sports,
especially figure skating.
Moyra Joan is married to Thomas Peter Cmikiewjcz, formerly
with the armed forces, and now working for the Department of
Transport as an Air Controller, in Winnipeg. Moyra works for the
C.N.R. as an I.B.M. operator. They have four children.
Johann Arnthor works with computers at the University of
Waterloo, Ontario. He is married to Gloria Conrad and they have two
daughters, Jennifer and Sara.
Ella Sigridur Benediktson, born in 1910, was married to
Vilhjalmur Stefan Einarson, who has been deceased for many years.
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They had one daughter, Wilma, who was married to Henry Pearson,
and they had two sons, Gregory and Jeffrey. She lives and works in
Winnipeg. Ella is now a resident of the Betel Home.
Anna Johanna Benediktson was born in 1912. She was married to
Albert Johnson, a rancher at Lomond, Alta. and she died in 1969.
Gudrun Elsabet Benediktson was born in 1914, and married Ingvar
Einarson, a Gimli man who fished on Lake Winnipeg for many years,
and then worked as a carpenter until his death in 1969. His widow
worked at the Betel Home. They had three children:
David Wayne is an accountant, married to Marilyn Chudd of
Gimli. They live at Bird's Hill, and have two sons, Jon and Eric.
Lynnette Gertrude is married to George Gary Sisters on, a member of the R.CM.P. stationed at Burnaby, B.C. They have two sons,
Darren Robert Ingvar and Casey Reid.
Vilhjalmur Ellis (Bill), is married to Cheryl Papp, and works at a
pulp mill at Port Alberni, B.C. They have one son, Brian Dale.
Kristinn Sigurbjorn Benediktson was born in 1916, and married
Violet Sigridur Stevens of Gimli. He works as a carpenter in Winnipeg.
His wife died in 1974. They had four children:
Kenneth Leonard, married to Charlotte Krofzyec, and they live in
Winnipeg.
Brian Kristinn married to Johanne Dalman, work~ for an
accounting firm. They have three children~ David, Joelle, and Steven.
Randolf Claude works for the Unemployment Insurance
Commission in Winnipeg.
Darlene Anne attends school in Winnipeg.
Karl Sigurjon Benediktson was born in 1921, married to Phyllis
Bradley. He served in the Second World War. He is a warehouse
manager for a paper products firm in Toronto. They had one daughter,
Linda Anne, who is married to Lynn West, manager of the shoe
department in Eatons, Winnipeg. They have three daughters, Karen,
Susan, and Lori.
Karl married a second time in 1970, to Pauline Karmonson.

THE GISLI BENSON FAMILY
The Bensons have been among the active families of Gimli since
the early 1900's. Gisli came to Gimli as a small child, growing up in this
pioneer settlement. He attended the little log schoolhouse on First
A venue, the first school in the village. He numbered among his teachers
Sveinn Thorvaldson, Johann Solmundson, and B. B. Olson, all noted
pioneers. Gisli remembered Gimli as a swampy place with many poplar
trees. The tall spruce which came later were then but hundreds of tiny
seedlings. Most of his life from the time he was 13 was spent as a fisherman on Lake Winnipeg. Later he and his brother found employment in
Winnipeg operating street cars, then returned to carpentry, a trade at
which they became very adept.
Dog teams were very important to fishermen in those days, and
Gisli was particularly fond of. his dogs. Cruelty to animals he could not
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Kristine Kristorrerson.

tolerate. One day in late winter, while he was up north at camp, he came
across a handsome white husky being ill-treated by some Indians. She
was having pups, and Gisli said he would look after her that night.
However, the Indians, who knew that he was angry with them, did not
return, and the dog, Nellie, became a beloved family pet, but she never
got over her fear of Indians. Nellie used to pay regular visits to friends
of the family, Mr. and Mrs. McGinnis, and always took her new pups,
to show them to Mrs. McGinnis. Mr. Benson used to take the pups
north with him and train them for the sleigh.
When Olina Jonsson was 20, she and her widowed mother were
persuaded to leave Iceland for Canada, with financial help from their
good friends, Mr. and Mrs. Jon Jonsson. They went first to Hecla
Island where these people lived, and Olina left her mother there and
found work at Hnausa. She realized she must leave her friends if she
wished to learn English, and got work in the home of a minister's family
in Selkirk. They were strict with her, but she realized this was in order
to protect her from harm. She next found work in the laundry at the
Mental Home, and although the hours were from 7 am to 6 pm, she felt
more free, for her evenings were her own. When the railway came to
Gimli in 1906, she came to be cook at the Lakeview Hotel. The next
year, the new Lakeview Hotel, now the Betel Home, was built, and a
grand ball was held to celebrate its opening, with all citizens turning out
in their finery to the gala affair.
Gisli and Olina met during this period, and were married. They
built a home on Third A venue, opposite the Lutheran Church, where
they lived until their property was required in 1967 to build a new
elementary school. The land was expropriated and the Bensons bought
a small home on Fourth Avenue. Their son Harvey purchased the old
home, moved it to another site, and remodelled it for his own large
family. When Gisli's health failed, they moved to the Betel Home,
where he died in 1971. Mrs. Benson, alert of mind and in fair health to
the end, passed away at the age of94 in September, 1974. Throughout
her adult life she was a devoted and active member of the Unitarian
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Ladies' Aid, and a life membership in the Women's Alliance of
Unitarian Churches was conferred upon her. During the depression she
worked untiringly for Associated Charities, re-making and mending
clothes for the needy.
Mr. and Mrs. Benson had four children, the oldest of whom,
Bennetta, died at the age of 20. Kristine, Mrs. Harold Kristofferson, is
a school teacher in Gimli as well as an author. She has taught in Gimli
for many years, both before her marriage and while raising her own
four children. While teaching she has been continuing her education,
and has obtained her B.A. degree, and is now working towards her B.
Ed. Her first book, T ANY A, was a popular novel, and while it is her
only published book to date, she has done extensive research and has
written a historical novel about New Iceland.
Her husband Harold was stationed at Gimli during the second war,
and following discharge worked for many years at the Armed Forces
Base. Since its closure, he has become supervisor of vehicle
maintenance at the Industrial Park. He has held executive positions in
his union and the Gimli branch of the Canadian Legion, was a town
councillor for several years, and a member of the 1967 and 1970 centennial committees. Since he retired from council, he has continued as
Justice of the Peace for Gimli, handling local court cases weekly.
Their children: Keith, graduated in science and is working for the
provincial Department of Fisheries; Kenneth, who won several
scholarships, obtained his M. Ed. degree, and is teaching at Gimli Composite High School; Allan is studying for his master's degree in Marine
Biology, and working for the Department of Fisheries; Judith, who was
class valedictorian when she graduated from Gimli Composite High
School, is in her third year of the nursing course at the University of
Manitoba.
Alice (Adalheidur) was first a hairdresser at Gimli. She married
Arthur Pascoe, part owner and manager of Plummer's Lodge at Great
Bear Lake, and they make their home in Winnipeg. For many years
Alice worked with disturbed children in hospitals, teaching handicrafts.
She is talented in painting and sculpture and has produced many
beautiful works of art.
Their elder son, Wray, is working towards a doctorate in social
service, and teaches a class at the University of Manitoba. David, the
younger son, has a master's degree in social work, and works for the
government in this field. He married the former JoAnne Martin.
Harvey, only son of Gisli and Olina Benson, served in the Navy
during the second World War. He married the former Sylvia Ayers, a
school teacher. He is principal of Gimli Composite High School, having
previously been principal at Arborg Collegiate. He is very interested in
athletics. Sylvia continues her own education through evening courses
and home study, working towards her university degree, as well as
keeping house and looking after their seven children, Bradley, Lynn,
Tanis, Bruce, Sherry Lee, Kim, and Eric. She plans to try to obtain a
teaching position when her youngest children are all in school.
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THE BENSON FAMILY OF FENHRING
The pioneer immigrant ancestors of the Benson family were Kristmundur Benjaminsson and his wife Sigurlaug Bjornsd6ttir, who were
among the earliest immigrants to Canada from Iceland in modern
times. After arrival in 1873 they spent two years in Kinmount. They
were in the first group of settlers to arrive in Gimli in 1875.
An immediate necessity for these first colonists was catching fish
for food, but since these highly experienced ocean fishermen had no
boats and had nets of too large a mesh for lake fish, their first efforts
failed. John Taylor, the commissioner for New Iceland, then offered a
five-dollar reward to the first man who caught a fish. Kristmundur
Benjaminsson earned it by netting a goldeye, and everyone rushed up to
inspect this unfamiliar species. This was the first small step. Later the
Icelandic settlers became pioneers and founders of the fishing industry
of Manitoba.
When the Benjaminssons moved to their homestead of Fenhring
(Fen Ring) two and a half miles north of Gimli, Sigurlaug was so worn
from nursing her children and other patients and so ill with scurvy that
she had to be carried in blankets the entire distance to her new home.
Like other pioneer wives, Sigurlaug took full charge of the home
while her husband was away in fishing seasons or at other work. In the
summer while he was working the farm, she left their large family in his
charge, walked to Winnipeg, worked there during the season, bought
flour and other supplies for her wages, and carried them all the way
from Winnipeg to Fenhring, walking partly along the colony road, but
since it was very difficult, also walking for long stretches along the
lakeshore.
The Benjaminssons, whose name their descendants changed to
Benson, were at least four times pioneers, in Kinmount, Gimli, Pembina, again on the Gimli homestead, and finally in the Ardal district
near Arborg.
Of their seventeen children only eight lived to maturity. They were:
Helga, Mrs. Waterer of Spokane; Bjorn K. Benson of New Westminster, B.C.; Maria, Mrs. R. Seaborn of Winnipeg; Rannveig
Sigridur (Rose), Mrs. Banks of Toronto; Elisabet Maria, Mrs. Th. Bell
of California; Johannes K. Benson of Gimli; Ingunn (lnga), Mrs. A.
Smith of California, and Jonina, Mrs. G. Alexander of Arborg. They
are all now (1973) deceased.
Since John Taylor, commissioner of New Iceland, and his wife
Elizabeth had no children, they adopted Rannveig, whom they called
Rose. She became their mainstay and cared for them to the end of their
lives. Elizabeth Taylor died in the home of Rose Banks in Toronto in
1920, then aged almost ninety-five.
Only two of the Benjaminsson (Benson) children remained in New
Iceland permanently.
One of them was Johannes K. (Joe) Benson, born Feb. 15, 1882 at
Gimli; died there June 28, 1958. The harsh pioneer conditions compelled him to leave home at the age of eleven to earn his living. It bears
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witness to the cultural level of Icelandic pioneer homes and the instruction given in them that without one day's formal schooling he acquired
considerable self-education, had a remarkable talent for mental
arithmetic, . was fond of reading and supported Icelandic community
libraries. He was a man of impressive stature, six feet two inches in
height and well-built. During most of his life he was a farmer and a
fisherman, also a provincial policeman for a short period. In 1913 he
became a pioneer homesteader in the Arda1 district. Being a strong advocate of temperance, he helped to found a Good Templar Association
in Arborg. His wife, Jonasina Julia Gudmundsd6ttir, was born on
Hecla Island, July 7, 1893, and died at Gimli May 28, 1972. She too
was a supporter of the temperance movement, and after their move to
Gimli also of the Icelandic National League and the Lutheran church,
of which she was an active member.
Of their three daughters two live in California, Olga (Mrs. F.
Rowlin) in Santa Rosa, and Laufey (Mrs. A. Smith) in Sacramento.
The third, Christine, is married to B. Valdimar Arnason of Gimli. Both
are very active in community affairs. She was the Fjallkona (Maid of
the Mountains) at the Icelandic Festival of 1973. Their elder daughter,
Patricia Joanne, is married to Robert Lynn Einarson of the Minerva
district. The younger, Valdine Elizabeth is married to Don Evans, an
O.P.P. They live in Beardmore, Ont. Their son Timothy Grant Arnason is still at home.
The Benjaminsson' second homestead, Sk6gardalur (Woody
Dale), near Arborg, is still in their family, being owned by their grandson Thomas Alexander. But their descendants are scattered far and
wide, from Ontario to British Columbia and from Alaska to California.
Among the papers of Johannes K. Benson was found a diary which
he wrote in 1902 on Commissioner Island, Lake Winnipeg. It bears
witness to the quality of culture and of instruction in Icelandic pioneer
homes, since conditions prevented him from attending school. It has
been translated by Miss S. Stefansson, and we include portions of it
here.
First Section.
"I am writing this more as a memorandum than anything else,
because we three partners have no calendar and also to pass the time.
Well, it is best to come to the point. I left Hnausa on Friday, October 17, at 3:00 P.M. in the year 1902., and reached Mikley (Hecla
Island) at 6:00 that same day. There I expected to see my partners, as
was the case.
But none of our gear was ready, though it was all there, so that
there was a delay till twelve o'clock in the night, while we were loading
it on board the "Highlander" ...
Then we left, and the voyage went as smoothly as possible, and we
three companions came north on Saturday the 18th. It was then blowing from the north, so that it was very difficult to land our gear.
However, we succeeded in it without wetting it more. But when we landed we did not like the look of the site, for it was all afloat except a little
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islet to which we were able to convey our goods and the dogs. Now we
were left there, away from all mankind, on an islet of possibly 30
fathoms circumference, without a boat, dripping wet, without fuel,
without a house, and absolutely at wit's end. As for me, I shivered from
head to foot, and I think that my companions shivered too.
Well, we saw that it was a case of do or die, so we began to build a
shelter from the material for our fish boxes, and then we spread a sail
over it for a roof. Then we began to search for fuel and found a small
willow. We considered that the wood would last longer if we set up a
stove, and we did so. Now we began to take off our wet clothing in this
house of ours and prepare for bed, for it was now 9 o'clock.
So we lay down in the hope of being allowed to rest till morning,
but that was not to be. By midnight the lake flowed over our hill, so that
now we did not know of a single dry spot on the islet that we could
reach. So we resorted to piling up the material for our boxes, what there
was of it, to lie on, and we did so that night.
However, the lake was lower on Sunday morning, the 19th, but instead there came on pouring rain and cold. And that was the most
tedious Sunday morning that I ever remember having lived through.
Still, I did not show it, for during the night I had said that we should
bear ourselves like men and not give up. Now we began to prepare food,
and I took to my meal with a will then.
Second Section. The Boat Building.
Then we began to inspect the surroundings, and we did not like the
look of them. But then we remembered that we could not feed the eight
dogs we had with us unless we set a net, and in order to do that we had
to construct a boat. So, many might have thought that the dogs would
starve for a rather long while. However, we began to construct a boat,
and it was the first time that any of us had done so. But for everything
there is a first time, and we commenced building a boat of a shape such
as we had never seen before, and we had our ship afloat at 1 o'clock. It
had taken us four hours.
Then we set a net, and I took it out again for fun and caught one
whitefish in it. Then in the morning we caught ten whitefish, eleven
pickerel, and three pikes, and considered that a large catch of fish in one
net. Now a pot was set up and the boiling began. Kristinn said that at
that time I had eaten rather well, and I believe that was true.
Then after the meal we began to look for a site for a house and
crossed to an inlet, which was a blessed haven which we later called
"bachelor harbour." There we went ashore and found walls where
fishermen had built huts four years before. We began to reconstruct a
dwelling from one set of walls, and it took us two days until we moved
into this house of ours, which measured ten feet by eleven. Then we
spent two more days improving it.
Now we began to seam on our nets and had finished that by the end
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of October. Then we had little left to do except improve conditions
around us, strip old nets for anchor lines, catch food for the dogs, play
chess between times, and tussle. One thing is certain, we always had
enough to occupy us not to be bored. And then my companions both
had poetic talent, so sometimes one heard verses recited or sung, but I
took no part in that, for I am not a poet. The younger one made a
quatrain about me which I regretted not being able to repay in the same
coin.
Well this is how the time passed. On November 10 the lake froze
over as far as the eye could see, and then storms came up repeatedly, so
that the ice formed and broke up alternately, right until November 29.
Then the lake froze over and the ice did not break up again. Then we
began to set our nets, but we caught rather little fish."
Mr. Benson concluded." I don't feel like writing any more, so here
I say END." However, he recorded a number of short verses in Icelandic written by his companions during the first three weeks, about their
adventures.
Notes: Commissioner Island is a fairly large wedge-shaped island
lying rather far north in Lake Winnipeg, between Macbeth and Catfish
Points. There are two tiny islets near it on the west side. The winter
season on Lake Winnipeg was from November 15 to March 15 at that
time.
Material for fish boxes was lumber cut to size, in bundles. Stripping nets was cutting the mesh away from the sidelines of old nets,
which were then used as anchor lines to which a stone is attached to
hold the net down in the water. Seaming on is attaching sidelines to the
nets. Winter fishing is done through holes in the ice, with the nets run
under the ice from one hole to another.

THE BERGMAN FAMILY
Gudmundur Bergman was born Sept. 23,1869, in Hunavatnssysla,
Iceland. His wife, Gudrun Margret Jonsdottir, was born July 3, 1876,
at Hlid, in Vatnsnesi, Iceland. They carne to Canada around 1900, first
to Winnipeg, then to Geysir, where they homesteaded. They moved to
Gimli with their daughter Sigrun in 1938, and lived here the rest of their
lives. Gudmundur died May 14, 1954, and Gudrun died April 6, 1970.
They had been active in the Lutheran Church while at Geysir.
Their children:
Gunnlaugur Fridrik (Fred) married Frances Gudlaugsdottir
Martin, from Gardi, Hnausa. Fred had taken a barbering course in
Chicago, and he operated a poolroom and barbershop at Arborg, where
their three oldest children, Fred, Wallace, and Helene were born. Later
he turned to trucking, and lived for a time at Hnausa and in Winnipeg.
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The family moved to Gimli in the early 1940s where he opened an
implement agency and garage, Bergman Motors, the present site of
Firman Motors. While living in Gimli, Fred was a very active citizen of
the community. He served on the school board when the collegiate was
built, and was one of the most hard-working organizers of the memorial
arena. Frances was active in the Dorcas Society of the Lutheran
Church. They sold out their garage in 1954, and moved to Winnipeg,
where Fred was a car salesman. They then moved to Victoria, B.C.
where he sold real estate, ana recently they have retired at White Rock,
B.C. Their children are: Fred Jr., married to Eileen Evans of Gimli; an
executive with the Hudson's Bay Company at Oakville, Ont. Their
children are Patti (Mrs. Richard Rankin), JoAnn, Lois, and Fred the
Third. Wallace, the Rev. Wallace Bergman, a Lutheran minister at
Maple Ridge, B.C. married to Helen Cairns of Riverton; three
daughters, Karen, Susan, and Brenda Lee.
Helene married Ronald Fulton of Gimli, an executive of Moirs
Chocolates, now in Winnipeg, with four children, David, Sharon,
Janice, Bradley.
Claude, youngest son of Fred and Frances Bergman, is a geologist
at Ocean Falls, B.C. married, with two daughters, Sandra and Laurel.
The second son of Gudmundur and Gudrun Bergman is Gudjon
(John) of Calgary. He married Oddny Sigmundsdottir Sigurdson. Their
children Joan and Jack are both married.
Soffonia'S Sveinn, third son of Gudmundur and Gudrun, married
Fridrikka Gudlaugsdottir Martin. They lived at Ames. He is now
deceased. Their children: Baldur, at Ames, married to Kay Potoski,
with six children, John, Sharon, Joanne, Terence, Charles, and Brian.
Sybil, married to Michael Clapperton, at Mississauga, Onto Sybil
was a school teacher. They have two children, Robert and Fiona.
John farms at Ames, married to Kay Pearce, one daughter, Shelly.
Frederick, single, at Prince George, B.C.
Sigridur Soffia, only daughter of Gudmundur and Gudrun, cared
for her parents during their declining years. She worked at the Gimli air
base and the Betel Home. In 1974 she married Arthur S. Washburn of
Gimli. Art has lived in Gimli since 1947, having come as manager of the
North American Lumber Company. Later he was assistant civilian
personnel officer at C.F.B. Gimli, and worked in the civilian personnel
office at C.F.B. Winnipeg for three years before retiring in 1973.
He served in the Canadian Army, R.C.C.S. from June 1940 to
Aug. 12, 1945, overseas from 1941. He was injured in service and spent
eleven months in hospital as a result. He has been very active in the
community since coming to Gimli: for many years on the Lutheran
church council, usher and financial secretary, a past president of Gimli
Kinsmen Club, executive member of the Gimli branch of the Canadian
Legion, also has been its secretary several years; on the executive of the
Gimli Credit Union; was representative for the March of Dimes, etc.
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His first wife, Mildred, was equally active prior to her illness and death
in 1972. She was an honorary life member of the Gimli Women's
Institute, had served in executive positions in the Kinettes, the Legion
Auxiliary, Lutheran Dorcas Society, and curling club. Their children:
Gregory, an electrician in Winnipeg, married to Diane Hansen; Karen,
Mrs. Peter Barratt, a Registered Nurse, in Halifax at time of writing;
and Janet, a Registered Psychiatric Nurse, also in Halifax.
JONAS BERGMANN FAMILY
Jonas Bergmann, born Sept. 16, 1829 at Dalgeirsstadir in Midfjordur, Iceland, was the son of Jonas Bjarnason and his wife Ragnhildur
Sigfusdottir. His descendants bear the Bergman name. He lived in that
district with his first wife, Soffia Bjornsdottir. Of their ten children
three grew up: Jonas, contractor, in Winnipeg, married to Sigridur,
daughter of Captain Jon Jonsson (see Holm Family); Bjorn, a pioneer
of Geysir, married to Ragnheidur, daughter of Skafti Helgason from
Midfjordur; Gudmundur, also a Geysir pioneer, married to Gudrun
Margaret, daughter of Jon Gudmundsson of Oddi and his wife Soffia,
daughter of Magnus Arnason of Valdalaekur, Vatnsnes, Iceland.
His second wife was Kristin Johannesdottir, from Muli in
Vatnsnes. Of their ten children, six grew up:
a. Johannes, pioneer of Geysir, married to Lilja, daughter of David
Davidsson.
b. Gudmundur of Reykir, Midfjordur, Iceland.
c. Sigfus, farmer at Vidines, married to Vigdis, daughter of
Gunnlaugur and Asdis Hinriksson (who was an early assistant matron
at Betel). Their daughter Violet is Mrs. P. F. Einarson (See Einarson).
e. Sigridur Salome, Mrs. Whittaker of Winnipeg.
f. Asta Marsibil, married to Kristinn Larusson of Fogruvellir. (see
Larusson) She was born Jan. I, 1888, the first of their children born in
Canada.
Jonas and Kristin also brought up one adopted daughter,
Svanlaug, daughter of Josep Jonsson. (see Josep and Marteinn Jonsson).
Though 55 years old and partially blind from the age of 40, Jonas
Bergmann took the brave step of becoming a pioneer in Canada. In
1887 he came with his wife Kristin and his family to settle on the
homestead of Vidines on the beautiful bank of Willow Creek. In his last
20 years he was totally blind, yet retained his optimistic and gentle,
generous spirit. He died April 24, 1922.
W ASYL AND SOPHIA BEWSKI
Wasyl Bewski was born in the western Ukraine in 1875. He was a
soldier in the infantry of the Austrian army. He came to Canada with
his wife Sophia, who was born in 1873, settling first in Winnipeg, in
1902. In March, 1913, they moved to Gimli and settled on a farm in the
Dnister district. They had two children. Their son, Michael, died in
1919 during the influenza epidemic.
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Wasyl was caretaker of Dnister School for many years. Sophia
was an active member of Dnister Church.
Their daughter, Anne, married Kost Bohonos. When Wasyl died in
1927, Sophia made her home with her daughter and son-in-law, until
her death in May, 1964.

THE BILUKE FAMILY
Nickola and Maria Biluke came to Canada in 1888 from the
Ukraine. They had five children, of whom only one, Fred, still lives in
the Gimli district. However, Maria died, and Nickola married Nasta,
his second wife, in 1915. They had four children, three of whom, Mike,
Stella Kressey, and Mary Pidwinski, still live in the Gimli district.
The Bilukes were farmers, with their homestead five miles west of
Gimli. It took them about six months to save the $10 needed for the
160-acre homestead. Mike worked ten hours a day for fifty cents. In
those days, if you were not a good worker, you did not get a job. The
children walked 3 1/2 miles to Willow Creek School. They also had one
son, Steve, who was a deaf-mute, and had to be sent away to a special
school, where he reached the end of grade eight. It cost them a great
deal to pay for his schooling, and they had to borrow money for this
purpose, acquiring debts which continued as long as they lived. Steve
grew to manhood and managed to earn his living, but in his later years
he was struck on the highway when riding his bicycle into town, and
died as a result of the accident.
The family lived in a log house, plastered with clay, with a hay roof
and a homemade chimney. They had lumber beside it ready to build a
new house when an unfortunate incident occurred. The log cabin caught
fire and burned to the ground, and with it burned the lumber for the new
house. Mr. Biluke was alone with the children, as his first wife had died
and he had not yet remarried. They lived under the wagon for awhile
until they could rebuild. This happened in 1909.
Fred Biluke recalls that their good Icelandic neighbours, including
Sam Einarson and Palmi J ohannson, gave them clothing and food after
the fire.
Since there was only one store in Gimli in those early days, the
men often walked into Winnipeg and carried home supplies on their
backs, the one with the lightest load helping pack up the others. There
was a huge house on the old Colonization Road where travellers were
offered free room and board. Here they would rest and had a good meal
before continuing their journey. Mr. Biluke did this for eight years
before the railway was built.
Nasta Biluke died in 1955, and Nickola in 1962.
Fred Biluke, who married Julia Myketa, farms the original
homestead. They had four children, Beatrice, who now lives at London,
Ontario; Anton, who lives with his wife Tillie and two children in a
house next to his parents, and works at the Calvert distillery; Walter,
who works at Hay River, N.W.T., and comes home in the winter, and
Freddie, who lives at home.
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Mike and Anne Biluk were married in 1941, and moved into Gimli
in 1949. They have six children, Lorraine, who is married to George
Bellman with two children, stationed at Beausejour, with the armed
forces, Jeannette, married to Tom Hussey, in Winnipeg, with two
children; Arnold, Mike, and Brenda, who all work at Saunders aircraft,
and Melvin, at school.
Mike was a fisherman for 19 years, and now works as a
maintenance man for the Evergreen School Division. Anne operates the
concession at the Gimli Memorial Arena, a very busy job the year
round. Mike was also caretaker of the rink for a year or so. The family
is very interested in sports. Arnold played with Selkirk Steelers one
year, after active participation in minor hockey. Mike Jr. was also a
hockey player, and Melvin is outstanding in minor hockey. Brenda was
a skilful figure skater.
Stella Biluke married Mike Kressey, a farmer in the Willow Creek
district. They have two children.
Mary married Henry Pidwinski, a farmer in the Gimli area, and
they have four children.

BENEDIKT AND GUDRUN BJARNASON <BENSON)
This couple left Iceland for Canada in 1888, with their four young
children. Gudrun had been born in Vatnsdalur, meaning "Water
Valley", on a farm called Marsstadir. Her only regret was in leaving
her family, the lovely vaIley, and the horses. She had no desire at any
time to return to live in the land of her birth, where the people had
suffered so many hardships while the country was under Danish rule.
Benedikt and Gudrun went first to Selkirk, penniless, and were
sheltered by a brother who had come before them. She was expecting
her fifth child, and was terrified of Indians, having it in her mind that
they scalped people, while in reality most of them were harmless. At
this time Benedikt decided to change his name to Ben Benson, because
that is what he was caIled by the men who worked with him at the fish
company.
The family soon moved to Gimli, with nothing, and were helped by
a neighbour who lent them a cow, nets, and boats in order to catch fish
for food. Gudrun asked how she could repay this kindness, and was told
by helping other settlers in like circumstances, and this she did. At
another time she helped a friend nurse her children, ill with diphtheria,
taking every precaution on returning home to avoid bringing it to her
own children. When warned of the danger she merely replied that God
wouldn't reward her kindness by infecting them, unaware that she had
had the disease in her childhood, and thus couldn't carry it to others.
Gudrun died at the age of 88. They had 7 children, all of whom grew up
in Gimli. They were:
INGIBJORG, Mrs. Jon Amason, spent all her married life in
Selkirk. There was no family, and both she and her husband have
passed away.
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LARUS, married Kristin Dinusson of Selkirk, where they lived
for many years. There were no children. and hoth have died.
H ELG 1, was married to Ella Olson, whose father built the Gimli
School in 1915. They lived in Gimli until after their thirtieth wedding
anniversary, then moved to Vancouver. Ella is still living, but Helgi
passed away in 1974. Their elder son, Lawrence, married Jona Olson of
Gimli. They live in Vancouver and have three sons. Helen, was first
married to Oscar Solmundson of Gimli, who was killed in World War
II, leaving one son Brian. Helen has since married George Bothwell and
has her home in Regina. Conrad, (Connie) was married and died some
years ago.
GISLI, was married to Olina Jonsson. They spent all their lives in
Gimli, where Gisli was a carpenter and later a fisherman. The story of
their family is more fully told in another section.
JOHN, whose wife was Dora Palsson from Arnes, operated a
cattle ranch near Winnipegosis, but since his retirement he has turned
the ranch over to one of his sons, and he and Dora have moved into the
town. They have nine children, all living. Though he is now over 80,
John never misses a dance.
SIGGA, Mrs. Lindal, lived with her husband in Winnipeg, raising
five children. He is deceased. She is now living in Wynyard, and has
remarried, being now Mrs. Olafson.
GUNNA married Thordur (Doddi) Thordarson, whose father was
Bergthor Thordarson. one of Gimli's early mayors. Doddi passed
away some years ago. There are two daughters; Kristjana, Mrs. Walter
Stefanson, lives in Gimli. There are two children, Sharon and Gordon;
Lara .is married to Eddie Arason and they too live in Gimli. Their seven
children are Judy, Patricia, Larry, Wendy, Kimberly, Randall, and
Joe\.
Walter Stefan son, who comes from Selkirk, is a building inspector
for the Department of Indian Affairs, travelling to the north. He is a
talented musician in the western manner, sang on the Western Hour,
and appeared with Hank Snow when he visited Gimli. His son Gordon
has inherited his talent, and also plays guitar and sings. Gordon is a
licensed psychiatrist nurse (L.P.N.) and worked at Betel Home
following his graduation from Selkirk Mental Centre, where he now is
employed. He is married to Lena Delorme, and they have a daughter,
Paula.
Sharon, who taught school at Gimli, is married to Bertus Ten
Brinke, a pilot for Air Canada. They live in Montreal, and have three
children, Angela, Bertus and Caroline.
Kristjana (Stjana) has worked at various business places in Gimli.
They are members of the Lutheran Church, in which her mother Gunna
was a member of the Ladies' Aid.
Lara's family: Judy is married to Tony MacDonald of the armed
forces stationed in Winnipeg. Their children are Lori and Tod.
Patricia (Patsy) is married to Wendall Adams, in the forces, in
Ottawa. She works in an office of the RCMP.
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Larry works at the Dosco plant at the Gimli Industrial Park.
Wendy is married to Douglas Thordarson, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Thordarson of Gimli. He works at the Texaco service station.
Doddi and Gunna Thordarson lived all their married life in the
house in which Gunna was brought up from her infancy, the oldest
house in Gimli, built by her father Benedict Benson in 1882, a year
before she was born. They moved in with her widowed mother, who
lived with them until her death, looked after in her old age by her
daughter. Prior to her marriage, Gunna was one of the earliest
telephone operators in Gimli, working in the little telephone office first
run by Dr. St. Clair Dunn, and later moved to an office adjoining
Hannes Kristjanson's confectionery, and run by later doctors, including
Dr.W. Ganton, along with their drug dispensaries.

THE HAROLD BJARNASON FAMILY
Harold Thorbergur Bjarnason was born in Winnipeg Feb. 26,
1894. His father was Bjarni Arnason, and his mother was Gudveig
lonsdottir. Both came from near Reykjavik, Iceland, and they met in
Winnipeg, Gudveig having come there in 1889. They were married in
1892. Harold was born Feb. 26, 1894, and his father died when he was
three years of age. A number of years later Gudveig married Egill
Egilsson, also from Reykjavik. Bjarni (Barney) Asgeir Egilson was
their son.
Harold loved sports - rugby, tennis, etc., but hockey was his
favourite, and he practiced with the famous Falcon team, but though he
could skate along with them, his wrists were too weak to handle the
puck with the needed force, so he failed to make the team.
He moved to Gimli in the early 1920s. During most of his life he
was a Gimli storekeeper, first in partnership with Mr. F. Lyngdal, and
later on his own, with the United Store, which later became a Solo
Store.
He was Secretary-Treasurer of the Gimli Lutheran Church for
almost 40 years. When the Town of Gimli took over the cemetery, and
formed a Community Cemetery Association, he became SecretaryTreasurer of that, and his widow recalls the many times he had to walk
out to the cemetery in winter to dig for grave markers, coming home
half-frozen. When he had a slight stroke, he gave up the church
treasurer's position. Mrs. Bjarnason says, "He loved his church and all
work pertaining to it, which was treated as a sacred trust to be carried
out as well as he could." He was also on the Betel Board for many
years, from earliest times till he retired from the board in 1969. He was
a charter member of the Gimli Curling Club, and one of the small
group of men who curled at Winnipeg Beach before Gimli got its own
rink.
He was on the school board in earlier days, prior to his marriage to
Agustina Helga Finnson in 1935, and again for many years later on,
including the period during which the first Gimli Collegiate was built, in
the 1950s. (now Stefansson School).
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He was also a member of the Gimli Chamber of Commerce. He
retired from the store in 1959, moved to Victoria, B.C. in 1961, and
died Aug. 2, 1974.
Agustina Helga Finnson, his wife, was the only daughter and
youngest of ten children of Gudmundur Jonsson Finnson and Margret
Bjarnadottir. She was born on their farm just northwest of Gimli,
named Hagi. Prior to moving to the farm, they had lived in Winnipeg,
H usavick, and Gimli, where Mr. Finnson had built a two-storey log
house on Third A venue South, and his father Bjarni Jonsson had a
cabin far east of the house, on land now covered by Lake Winnipeg.
Gusta says the lake took over that part when the dock was built, changing the current in the lake.
Margaret was born at Vidivollum in Steingrimsfjordur, and
Gudmundur in Breidafjordur.
Gusta went to work in Winnipeg at the age of 19, but then had to
return home to care for her mother, who had suffered a third stroke,
which kept her bedridden for 12 years, and kept Gusta away from any
social activities.
After her marriage to Harold she joined the Deaconesses and later
the Ladies' Aid of the Lutheran Church, in which she remained active.
They had five children:
Margaret Ann worked in the local bank, then married Victor
Amirault of Yarmouth, N.S., a member of the armed forces. Now
retired with rank of sergeant, he is employed as a salesman, at a
Victoria, B.C. marina, while Margaret teaches typing at a trade school.
Their children are Kimberly, Rachelle, David, and Susan.
Harold Frederick, B.A. from University of Manitoba; spent a year
on scholarship in Iceland, studying Nordic languages, received several
degrees at the University of South Dakota, then his Ph. D. in
Agricultural Economics and International Trade at the University of
Wisconsin. He is employed by the Canadian Wheat Board, and two
years ago was sent to open a Canadian Wheat Board office in Brussels,
Belgium. He travels a circuit of Rome, London, Paris, Amsterdam, etc.
to gather information vital to the Wheat Board, which is teletyped to
Winnipeg. He is married to Brenda Lee Mathews and they have one
daughter Lee Anne.
Carol Gudveig graduated from Winnipeg General Hospital as a
Registered Nurse, studied at the University of B.C. to get her standing
as a public health nurse. She married William Foster, who is an
Executive Assistant to the Deputy Minister of Corrections for B.c., in
Victoria. Their children are Margret Kathleen, Jon, and Ben.
Linda Joan married Ami Birch, a draftsman. They are divorced.
She has one son, Warren Ami, and she is a stenographer at the Royal
Jubilee Hospital in Victoria.
David Franklin took university at United College, the University
of Victoria, and Vancouver Medical College. He interned in Ottawa
and was accepted at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota to
specialize in Internal Medicine. He had a fellowship at the University
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Hospital of Southern California where he lectured and after two years
received his Sub. Specialty in Rheumatology. He has now joined the
Marshfield, Wisconsin Clinic of 120 specialists, which covers Wisconsin
and the overflow from the Mayo Clinic. He practises both specialties
and lectures when needed. He is married to Mary Katherine Klingsjorn
of Pine Island, Minnesota.
Gusta Bjarnason, following her husband's recent death, says of
their family: "Our children and their wives and husbands have given
Halli and myself much joy; we are a very close-knit family. God has
been very good to us."
INGOLFUR AND INGIBJORG BJARNASON
Ingolfur Nikulas Bjarnason was born in 1899 at Teigagerdi in
Reydarfjordur, Iceland. He sailed for three winters off the Westmann
Islands. He emigrated to Canada in 1921 and stayed in Winnipeg till
1924, when he returned to Iceland, but came back again in 1927. He
worked at various jobs, including fishing at Dore Lake in a remote area
of Saskatchewan, making his home at Leslie, Sask.
On March 16, 1929, he married Steinunn Ingibjorg (Imba), born
March 16, 1902, at Hvassafell in Eyjafjordur, Iceland, daughter of
Gudmundur Thorvaldsson and his wife Rosa, who was the sister of the
noted humorist and poet, Kristjan Niels Julius, famous on both sides of
the Atlantic for his humorous poetry.
Imba was adopted at the age of nine weeks by Valdimar Amason
and his wife Gudrun Thorkelsdottir of Kolgrimsstadir. She emigrated
in 1913 with her cousin Johannes Davidsson and his wife Jonina
Danielsdottir, and stayed with them till adult age. Her parents, who had
let her be adopted because they lived in a remote area and could not obtain milk for her, continued to visit her often, so that she became fond
of them, especially her father, a sailor, who died while she was still a
child. The Davidssons settled at Leslie, Sask. Imba, a happy-natured
person full of love for everyone, always said how fortunate she was to
have two sets of foster-parents as well as her own parents.
Ingolfur and Imba lived first at Leslie, then in Winnipeg for several
years, where their eldest daughter, Jonina Gudbjorg (Ninna) was born,
then at Leslie again for a year. They moved to Gimli in 1935, drawn by
the fishing industry and the fact that Imba's sister, Gudrun Stevens,
was living here. In 1937 Ingolfur became the caretaker of the Gimli
School, and they moved into a rather uncomfortable basement suite in
the old school. By this time their son Kristjan Niels had been born, and
their younger daughter, Hulda Frances was born in the suite in the
school.
Ingolfur remained as caretaker of the school for at least 20 years,
doing his work faithfully and well. He is particularly remembered for
the time when a new furnace was being installed, and the company sent
the wrong one, inadequate for the need. Ingolfur tended that furnace
day and night to try to have the school warm for the children and
teachers when they arrived, until it was replaced by the correct size fur483

Mrs. (Rev.) Siglllundson and Mrs. Imba Bjarnason at a birthday party.

nace He was also truant officer for the school. When he retired, the
community honoured him with a large gathering at the school.
Ingolfur and Imba were valuable members of the community.
They were both active in the Icelandic National League, Ingolfur being
secretary and Imba his assistant. They were members of the Lutheran
choir, and of various Icelandic choirs. Imba served faithfully in the
Lutheran Ladies' Aid, and was a frequent visitor to the Betel Home, doing kindnesses to the residents, writing letters for them, etc. Her warm,
friendly manner endeared her to all she met.
In 1948, Imba met a famous Icelandic author, Elinborg Larusdottir, when she was given a ride to a meeting of the Lutheran Women's
League to which she was a delegate. They were attracted to each other
at once, and Imba found that Elinborg came from her part of Iceland,
and knew the very farm of Imba's birth. As a result, Elinborg invited
Imba to be her companion when she returned to New York, a trip Imba
thoroughly enjoyed, including Chicago, New York, and Long Island.
Imba and Ingolfur were also avid readers and members of the
Icelandic Library at Gimli. Imba also participated in Citizens' Forum
groups. She believed in the Golden Rule, and herself always followed it.
They made a trip to Iceland in 1955, much enjoyed by them both.
Imba's foster mother, Jonina, came to Gimli, to the Betel Home.
A widow, she married Siggi Gudmundson, and they lived for some
years in a small home in Gimli, until they moved to Betel Home again,
where Siggi passed away. Jonina remains there in 1974, in the infirmary, well over 90 years of age.
Imba and Ingolfur had talked of retiring at Betel too, but it was
not to be. Imba fell ill of a stroke, and died in Johnson Memorial
Hospital, in March, 1967.
After several years as a widower, Ingolfur married again, to
Arnthrudur Steindorsdottir of Reykjavik, Iceland. She is the mother of
Ragnar Nygaard, who is married to Imba's niece, Donna Stevens.
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Ingolfur and Arnthrudur lived for some time in Iceland, but they
now live in Brandon, Man.
The children of Ingolfur and Ingibjorg:
Jonina Gudbjorg (Ninna) worked in the Gimli post office prior to
her marriage to Albert H. Campbell, then a member of the armed
forces, but now employed by the post office, first in Winnipeg and now
in Edmonton. They have two children, Margaret, married to Raymond
Albrecht. She is a hairdresser; and Neil at home.
Ninna 'is aciive in Icelandic groups in Edmonton, a member of the
Saga Singers of the Scandinavian Club there.
Kristjan Niels Julius is employed by Canada Manpower as an instructor and supervisor of Manpower training Corps. He was manager
of a Manpower plant at Selkirk which turned out park furniture, for
several years, and has recently been transferred to the plant at The Pas.
He is married to Gwen Jonasson, daughter of Hjortur and Winnie
Jonasson of Vidir. Mrs. Jonasson, now a widow, has taught the class for
the mentally retarded at Arborg for many years. Niels and Gwen have
two children, Brent and Inga.
Hulda Frances was a school teacher, in Gimli and later in Edmonton. She married Tom Yelic, a member of the Edmonton fire department, and they have two children, Mark and Shauna-Lee.

REV. JOHANN BJARNASON
Rev. Johann Bjarnason, Lutheran pastor at Arborg for many
years, also Gimli and Selkirk, was born at Storu-Asgeirsa, Vididalur,
Hunavatnssysla, Iceland, December 7, 1865. His parents were Bjami
Helgason and his wife Helga Jonasdottir. He had five brothers:
Tryggvi, Helgi, Bjarni, Bjorn and Sigurdur, and three sisters: Osk,
Sigridur and Thorbjorg.
He started working at an early age and earned his living mainly by
deep sea fishing until he emigrated to Canada in 1890. At first he made
his home in Winnipeg, where he earned his living by various types of
work, including barbering, and received tutoring in the English
language. He attended commercial school' in Winnipeg during the
winter of 1896-97, and the following year went to New York, where he
studied phrenology. In 1900 he returned to Iceland in order to bring his
father, then blind, to this country. The following year he went to the
West Coast, where he attended Washington State University in Seattle
for a short while. From there he went to Bellingham, Wash., where he
married Helga Josefsdottir, whom he had met in Winnipeg, on
November 19, 1902. They lived there for approximately one year before
returning to Winnipeg.
Helga was born January 7, 1877, at Hrappstadir, Dalasysla,
Iceland. Her parents were Josef Stefansson and his wife Johanna
Bjarnadottir. They emigrated to Canada in 1883 with their family:
Thordur, Stefania, Ingibjorg, Helga and Josefina, and made their home
in Winnipeg.
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Rev. Johann Bjarnason and his w!le
Helga. Egger!, Johann, Bjarni, Slejania,
Sylvia.

In the fall of 1904 Johann enrolled at a Lutheran theological
seminary in Chicago, Ill., and graduated from there in May 1908, He
was ordained by Rev. Jon Bjarnason on May 17, 1908, to serve as a
minister of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod, and was pastor of its
congregations in northern New Iceland from 1908 to 1928, living in
Arborg, For the next three years he lived in Winnipeg, but made many
trips to serve congregations in Manitoba and Saskatchewan which had
no regular minister. In May 1931 he was called to Gimli to serve the
town church, two country churches, as well as the one on Hecla Island
and Betel Old Folks Home, There he stayed until September 1936,
when he returned to Winnipeg. He became pastor of the church at
Selkirk in April 1938, and served there until he died on January 18,
1940, at the age of 74,
He was secretary of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod from 1924 to
1940, Several articles written by him were published in "Sameiningin"
(the Synod periodical) and Logberg (an Icelandic weekly). Rev. Jon
Bjarnason once remarked that Rev, Johann would be found to be an
exceptionally fearless and steadfast man of the cloth, and that proved to
be true. He was a man of firm character and convictions, in religious
and other matters, and was both popular with and respected by the
people among whom he lived, In his earlier years he took considerable
part in the social activities of the Icelanders in Winnipeg, and in the
work of Hekla Lodge of the Good Templars, He was skilled in the art
of debating, and took part in many debates during his years in New Iceland. He was a very logical and serious debater on important issues, but
he could also turn a debate into high comedy, with the audience roaring in laughter at his unique and ready wit.
His wife Helga outlived him by thirty years, and died October 6,
1970 at the age of 93.
They had five children who reached adult age: Bjarni, Johann,
Stefania, Eggert and Sylvia. There are eight grandchildren and twelve
grea t-grandchildren.
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I. Bjarni Archibald attended Jon Bjarnason Academy, and
Dominion Business College, and in 1931 entered the Pacific
Theological Seminary in Seattle, Washington, and later Northwestern
Theological Seminary in Minneapolis. He was ordained at Selkirk in
1934, first as a missionary, and later as pastor at Gimli. He married
Alma Adalheidur Olson of Gimli, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Olson. He served in Gimli for five years, and was called to the ArborgRiverton Parish in 1941.
They had two sons, Bryan David and Warren Paul.
In 1950, due to Pastor Bjarni's health, they moved to the United
States, where he became board missionary for the U.L.c.A., first at
Pueblo, California, then in establishing Hope Lutheran Church at
Pueblo, Colorado; in 1953, Long Beach, California; and later, organized a congregation at Ajo, Arizona. He then became pastor at
Greenleaf, Kansas, and after three years, went to serve the dual parish
of Polk-Benedict in Nebraska. After nine years there, he served three
years at Verdon, Nebraska, and in 1970 retired due to failing health. He
passed away in 1972.
Pastor Bjarni inherited his father's skill as a debater, and was
always in demand as master of ceremonies at concerts and weddings.
His wife Alma, who had been a school teacher, was active in church
work, a member of the Dorcas Society in Gimli, the church choir, and a
Sunday School teacher. She taught grades three and four in the Gimli
School for five years. Her husband was the first president of the first
parent-teacher group formed in Gimli about 1934, and she delivered a
paper at its first meeting. She frequently sang duets and trios with her
sisters, and solos as well.
She was Sunday School superintendent at Gimli, Arborg, and
some of the U.S. congregations, and served as choir director and
vacation church school director. She sometimes conducted the service
and read the sermon during her husband's illness, and is said to have
been the first woman to assist in serving Communion in the Lutheran
Church.
Since her husband's death, Alma has spent more time in Gimli and
has a home here.
Bryan David Barnell married Mary Helen Neal. They reside in
Lubbock, Texas, where Bryan is in business. Their children are Judith
Lee, Barbara Ann, and Brenda Sue.
Warren Paul married Connie Sue Hoffman and he taught school
until he recently went into full-time farming at Surprise, Nebraska.
Their children are Shari Lyn and Russell Pau!'
2. Johann Franklin Bjarnason, second son of Rev. and Mrs.
Johann Bjarnason, married Kristine Bjornson, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jonas Bjornson (one-time caretaker and later resident of the Betel
Home). They live in Winnipeg, and have two children: Arleen, married
to Brian Long, with three children, Caryl, Corinne, and Darren, and
Blair Bjarnason, at home.
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3. Stefania Johanna Bjarnason was a private secretary in Winnipeg
prior to her retirement in 1969; unmarried.
4. Eggert Aurelius Bjarnason married Elin Augusta, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Olson. They reside in Redlands, California, where
they have a flower shop. Their children are: Leona, married to Clinton
Scofield, with two sons, Craig and Randall; Judith married to James
Parsons; and Patricia, married to Dr. Jerry Boyko, with two sons,
Daniel and Thomas.
5. Sylvia Helga married Joseph Akers, owner and publisher of the
Randolph County Herald-Tribune, in Chester, Illinois. One daughter,
Jane, married to Mark Goetting, an architect.

OLAFUR BJARNA§ON FAMILY
Olafur Bjarnason was born at Snotrunesi in Borgarfjordur, Dec. 3,
1879, the son of Bjarni Palsson and his wife Johanna. He migrated to
Gimli in 1903, marrying Feldis ThorIaksdottir, from Isafjordur, the
same year.
Oli came to Canada because as he said, he saw men whom he
considered more able workmen than himself, forced to remain idle
through unemployment problems. He remained the rest of his life at
Gimli, content with his decision, as he was always able to earn a living
here for his wife and ten children.
Oli was a small, rather shy man with a deep sense of humor, which
revealed itself in quiet chuckles as he thought of something that amused
him. He had a prodigious memory and a passion for honesty. Like most
Icelanders, his favourite leisure activity was reading.
When he came to Gimli, he worked on various jobs, such as the
water pipeline from the lake to the railway, and the building of the first
breakwater south of town in 1908, where he often worked knee-deep or
waist-deep in water.
He was one of the organizers of the Icelandic library in 1911.
In an interview, he spoke with respect of H. P. Tergesen, Gimli
merchant who willingly gave him credit in hard times, all of which he
was able to re-pay later. He worked mainly as a fisherman in those
times. One summer he and his son Joe, then 14, were persuaded to go to
Long Lake in northern Saskatchewan to fish. They were disappointed
in the results of their expedition, and while there saw the worst storm
they had ever seen, which levelled all crops, and a large barn in its two
mile wide course.
When the Gimli Fishery was built in 1919, Oli began to work in the
freezer, and worked there at least 39 years before he retired. From 1922
to 1930 he was foreman of the plant. Since 1930, for many years, he was
in charge of fishing stations in the north every summer and fall,
working in the plant during the winter.
The life of Oli and Feldis Bjarnason was filled with tragedy. Three
sons and a grandson lost their lives to the lake from which they made
their livelihood.
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I. Their eldest son, Johann (Joe) who married Alla Johnson of
Gimli, drowned in middle life. They had one son, Wilfred, now living in
Edmonton.
2. Gudmundur (Bill) in 1930 was leaving for the north in the boat
Magnus, the engines of which had been recently overhauled. The
Magnus carried besides him, Oli Kardal, Martin Johnson, and a Dane
whose name is not recalled. Leaving Gimli at the same time was the
Goldfield, carrying wives and families of many of the fishermen, who
had already left in their whitefish boats. An eyewitness tells of watching
the two boats leaving the harbor, from the windows of the old Gimli
School, prior to the beginning of classes. Miss S. Stefansson relates,
"Suddenly there was a tremendous explosion, and the Magnus flew into
the air in a million pieces, for all the world like a scene on the ocean
during the war."
Two of the men, Oli Kardal and Marteinn Johnson, seeing fire in
the engine room, jumped from the boat into a small boat and were
saved. The other two either jumped into the water or were blown into it,
and were drowned.
Gudmundur's wife, Tootsie Einarson, whose own mother Sigga
had been one of five Gimli young people to drown in 1916, and whose
father John Einarson had died of pneumonia when she was four years of
age, had been brought up by numerous relatives in turn. When her
husband drowned, she could bear no more, and went off to British
Columbia, leaving her small son Donald with his grandparents, Oli and
Feldis Bjarnason, who raised him as their own son. Donald, or Donnie,
as he was known, also became a commercial fisherman, and married
Nora Robertson of Norway House. They had a daughter and three
sons, Kimberly, William, Donald, and James.
Donnie drowned August 25, 1964.
3. Gudrun (Goodie) married Charles Davidson of Pickle Lake,
Ont. They had a son, Wayne, who died in 1968, and a daughter, Aida,
Mrs. Donald Kotz. Goodie died in Winnipeg in 1970.
4. Herbert is a commercial fisherman, living at Gimli, married to
Thuridur (Thura) Johannson, daughter of the first Icelandic baby born
at Gimli. They had six children, two of whom died as infants.
Herbert Garth, school teacher at Morris, Man. married to Irma
Friesen, two children, Lori Ann and Garth.
Jona Olivia, married to Reg Nedo, living at Port Coquitlam, B.c.
two children, Jason and Jodi.
Richard, a fisherman at Gimli.
Diane married to Jack Gowenlock, one child, Krista, living at St.
Albert, Alta.
Herbert and Thura have one of the most well kept and beautiful
home grounds in Gimli, which have twice won awards.
5. John, who was a fisherman at Pine Dock, drowned there.
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6. Victoria, Mrs. D. M. Work, lives in Toronto, and they have
three children, Ronald, Donna, and Jack.
7. Inga, Mrs. Johann Isfeld of Sandy Hook. They have one
daughter, Burma, married to Douglas Hambly, son of Mr. and Mrs. J.
R. Hambly of Gimli. They live at Portage la Prairie and have two sons,
Garth and Kristinn.
8. Aida who has worked at the H. P. Tergesen Store and then at H.
R. Tergesen Drugs, lived with her parents till their death, caring for
them in their last years, especially her mother, who was an invalid for
many years. She is now working at the Eaton order office in Gimli.
9. Anna, Mrs. James O'Brien of Toronto, has three children,
Michael, Patricia (Mrs. Ralston Ayling) and Timothy.
10. Norma married Thor Thorarinson of Riverton. They have
three children, David, Katherine, and Roy.

THORDUR BJARNASON FAMILY
Thordur Bjarnason and Rebekka Stefansdottit came to Canada
from Budir, lsafjardarsysla, Iceland, in 1887. Thordur obtained a job
up north with the fish company, going north on the lake from Selkirk.
Rebekka went north by steamboat to Arnes, with her parents, her
daughter Gudrun, and an adopted daughter, Gudridur Goodman. They
planned to go to Hecla Island, but when Rebekka became so ill that the
boat crew thought she would die, they put them off the boat at Arnes,
where people feared she might have a type of plague, so it was difficult
for them to find lodging.
They landed at Ames August 10, 1887, on her 28th birthday, and
looked for a homestead, which it was difficult to find, as most of the
land had been taken already. They spent the first three years on Section
21, Township 20, 4E, with two other families, including Rebekka's
parents, Stefan Sigurdsson and his wife; and her sister Sigridur and her
husband, Johann Johannesson (parents of Helgi Johannesson of Gimli).
Johann filed on the homestead, which he named Fagribakki (Fairbanks).
Thordur and Rebekka's eldest son, Bjarni, was born there in the
spring of 1888. That year Thordur homesteaded on Section 16-20-4 E,
one mile north of Camp Morton. The rest of the children, Ragnheidur,
Stefania, and Thordur (Tod), were born there on the farm by the lake
which they named Skidastadir.
Their daughter Gudrun married Marteinn Johnson, and their
children are: Asta, Mrs. Harry Isfeld of Gimli, Fjola, Mrs. John C.
Gottfried of Gimli, Harold, now living in British Columbia, and his
twin brother Teddy, who is deceased. Their oldest son, Thordur (Tod),
drowned in Lake Winnipeg.
Ragnheidur married Allan Thornton, and they had two daughters,
Alice, and Betty. Following Betty's birth Ragnheidur died. Betty was
brought up by her aunt, Stefania Bjarnason, at the family farm.
Stefania was a registered nurse, who nursed at Portage la Prairie,
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Kindersley, Saskatchewan, and then at the infirmary of the Betel Home
at Gimli, where she was the first registered nurse hired by the Home.
She died of cancer in 1964, at the age of 65. Bjarni died in 1965, at 76
years of age. The remaining brother, Tod, then moved into the town of
Gimli, where he lives in retirement, but still keeps the farm, in
partnership with his niece Betty, who is married to Walter Stevens, of
Gimli, and they have two daughters, Lori and Joan.
Alice Thornton married a member of the armed forces, AI
McLaren. They and their three children, Sandra, Robert, and TerryLee, have lived in many parts of Canada and Europe. Rebekka's
parents stayed with her sister Sigridur and her husband Johann until his
death. Johann died accidentally while cutting trees, when he was
between 40 and 50 years of age. Her father died of pneumonia not long
after. Her mother Gudrun then went to live with Thordur and Rebekka,
until her death around the age of 85. Rebekka died in 1954, at the age of
93. Thordur had pre-deceased her in July 9, 1933.

BRYNJOLFUR AND MARIA BJORNSSON
Maria Gudrun Gudmundsdottir was the daughter of Kristjan
Sigurjon Gudmundsson and his wife Helga Johanna Thordardottir,
who came from Ytri-Tunga, Tjornes, Iceland with her parents when she
was 12 years old. She was the sister of Albert, Hannes, Tryggvi, and
Baldur Kristjanson of Gimli. She married Brynjolfur Bjornsson, and
they settled in the Framnes area in the north of New Iceland. Brynjolfur
was the son of Ingibjorg and Jon Bjornsson, who died at the Betel
Home.
Their children:
Larus, now a widower living in Winnipeg. Had no family. His wife
was Margaret Erickson.
Hannes, lives in Winnipeg, unmarried.
Inga Nelson, who was a school teacher, married Sexton Nelson,
and has a son, Baldur, and grandson, Eric. She taught school for ten
years, at Vestri School near Arborg, Riverland, near Lac du Bonnet,
Lilac and Kjarna Schools. She is very musical and loves to lead
community singing and sing in the choir. She takes part in parades,
skateathons, and other activities, with zest, and won awards for the
oldest skater to complete the full time in the skateathon.
Vilborg (Villa), worked as a cosmetician, 14 years in Winnipeg,
eight years in Montreal, and until her retirement, in Ottawa.
Unmarried, she has come to Gimli in retirement, and is living with
Irene Thorinson, a lifelong friend.
Baldur died in the second World War.
Frieda married
Wesley Mackintosh of Winnipeg. She died in
1964. Their children: Bonnie, married to Lloyd Gore, has two children,
Darlene and Keith. Dayle, Mrs. Brian Smith, has one Child, Alison
Maria. Gerald is in the armed forces.
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THE BOHONOS FAMILY
Simeon Bohonos was born in the western Ukraine, in the village of
Kopichanche, on Feb. 13, 1862. He was one of the few lucky children
who attended school in the old country, and could read both Polish and
Ukrainian. He was a tiller of land.
He came to Winnipeg with his wife Pauline and three children, in
1900. They settled on the Southwest Quarter of Section 30, Township
19, 4 East, and started the serious business of existence. Three more
children were born after they came to Gimli.
Simeon was one of the first organizers of the Greek (Ukrainian)
Catholic church in the Dnister district. He died on April 3, 1956.
Pauline, his wife, died in 1913. Three of their children survive. Nettie
married Nick Glowa first. Widowed, she married Matthew
Machnasky, and they have six children. Marie married Nick
Sokolowski, and they have three sons, Nick in Gimli, Myron at Long
Spruce, and Michael at Prince George, B.c.
Kost Bohonos still lives on the family farm.
Kost Bohonos was born in 190 I in the R.M. of Gimli. He attended
the newly opened Dnister School in 1908. He was married in 1925 to
Anne Bewski. They have two children, both residing in the district.
Mr. Bohonos took an active interest and part in the social and
cultural life of the district; in the administration of the school, the
church, the Ukrainian National Home and in the Dnister Community
cemetery. His lifetime occupation has been farming, with more
emphasis now, in his later years, on his hobbies, which are bee-keeping,
raising small fruits, and gardening. His son Bill (William) Bohonos now
operates the family farm.
His daughter Pauline is married to Frank Yanishewski, and they
have six children. (see Yanishewski).

MIKE AND OLGA BOYCHUK FAMILY
Mike's parents, John Boychuk and Anne Kaminski, born in
Austria (Ukraine); came to Canada with their respective families. John
worked as a labourer before taking up farming. They married in the district and had five children, three girls and two boys. John died in 1959 in
Gimli; Anne died in 1970 in Toronto.
Olga's parents, Daniel Boychuk and Mary Shwedak, also born in
Austria (Ukraine), came to Canada in 1900. He was a bricklayer and a
farmer. Mary had three children from a previous marriage. She and
Daniel had four daughters and four sons. She died, at the age of 77 in
1954 and Daniel died at 93, in 1960.
Mike and Olga grew up within two and a half miles of each other;
he worked with the fishermen and on the farm. They were married in
1937 and had seven children, six girls and one boy. Alice, the eldest,
died in 1957. Diane, (Mrs. Craig Tatton) married 1959, now living in
New Brunswick; has four children, Esra; Linda; Craig; and Diane.
Gladys, (Mrs. Rudy Tomchak) married in 1958. now lives in
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Fraserwood, Manitoba; has three children, Donald; Randy; and
Yvonne. Grace, (Mrs. Paul Artyshko) no children; is a receptionist at
Johnson Memorial Hospital, Gimli. Mike Jr., married in 1968, to
Marilyn Kozlowski, lives in Gimli, works at Gimli Industrial Park; has
two children, Kyle and Sheila. Gloria, second youngest daughter, lives
at home, and Donna, (Mrs. Jerry Sylvester), married in 1972, no
children; lives in Trenton, Ontario.
Mike and Olga still live on the family farm, where he works both
his father's ·and father-in-law's farms.

THE BRISTOW FAMILY
William Herbert Bristow, an Englishman who came to Gimli and
married Gudrun Fridrikka Gottskalksdottir, an Icelandic pioneer of
Gimli, was the son of a Church of England minister, the Rev. William
James Bristow of Christ Church, and Balliol College, Oxford. He was
chaplain of Christ Church College and later Vicar of Offenham,
Worcestershire for 33 years, until his death. He was ordained in 1859.
The Rev. Bristow was married to Margaret Elizabeth Pruen,
daughter of the Rev. W. Pruen of Coventry, and Rector of Twyning,
Gloucestershire, England.
William Herbert Bristow, brought up in a very strict home, left it
at the age of 15 to come to Canada to make his own way. After spending some time working in Ontario, he came to Winnipeg, where he
joined the Army band at Fort Osborne Barracks as a cornet plaver.
Mrs. Bnstow, who married William in 1890, had come from her
birthplace at Akureyri, Iceland, at the age of three, with her parents,
pioneers at Gimli of 1876. Her parents were Gottskalk Sigfusson and
Holmfridur Jonatansdottir.
When their eldest daughter, Maude, was four years of age, Mr.
and Mrs. Bristow moved to Gimli, probably impelled by Mrs. Bristow's
desire to come home. They settled first at Willow Point, where Mr.
Bristow became the first Englishman to be a commercial fisherman.
Assisted by his brother-in-law, Paul Olson, Sr., he soon became as
adept as the hardy Icelanders. They moved to 42 1st Avenue, where
they lived the rest of their lives. William died March 3, 1936, and
Rikka, as she was called, March 6, 1958. They raised 13 children, seven
daughters and 6 sons.
Of their 13 children, three brothers and four sisters are still living
in 1974.
Maude, the eldest, married Joe Sigurgeirson, who was a fisherman
in Gimli and later at the west coast. She passed away in 1971.
Two sons, Herbert and Alfred, were drowned while still in their
teens when they went on a berry picking expedition in August, 1916,
with three other young people. A sudden storm arose and all were
drowned. Herbert, owner of the boat, tied himself to its mast and was
found thus, trying to cut away the rope, while Alfred's body was washed
ashore on Hecla Island.
493

Mabel married Lloyd Vezey of Sturgeon Creek. A talented artist
and sculptor, she passed away in her late 50s. Mabel began her sculpture using clay from Gimli ditches. Later she achieved renown for the
intricate snow sculptures she created in Winnipeg.
Blanche, who married Sveinn Valgardson, died of diphtheria as a
young mother. She was extremely interested in drama and took part in
many local productions.
One child died in infancy.
The Bristow Family:
1. Maude and her husband, Joe Sigurgeirson, had four children:
two daughters, Blanche and Pearl deceased; a son, Gilbert, married to
Dora Jacobson, at Steveston, B.C., and a daughter, Violet, married to
Ben Greenberg. (See Greenberg family).
2. William Herbert, drowned in 1916.
3. Blanche, Mrs. Sveinn Valgardson of Gimli, had four children,
Earl, Dempsey, Allan and Florence. (See Valgardson family). Blanche
died in 1930.
4. Alfred drowned in 1916.
5. Arthur Edward died in infancy.
6. Mabelle was Mrs. Lloyd Vesey, with one son, Lloyd, married
with three children, in Winnipeg.
7. Arthur, married to Gudrun Sveinsson, was a fisherman at Gimli
for some time, then a construction foreman at many northern points,
now living in Winnipeg. They have three children: Arthur, married with
three children; Elaine, Mrs. Ted O'Bear, now living in Alberta, with

Frollt: George Bristo,,', Mabelle. Arthur, Theili/o, (Mrs. Oller), Blallch Valgardsoll,
Sigga Bellsoll. (Mrs. B. Olali·oll). Back: Sarah SveillSOll, - -, Stilla Thorsteillsoll,
IlIgibjorg Bellsoll, GUlino Bellsoll Thordarsoll, Maud Sigurgeirsol1.
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four children; and Gail, Mrs. Arthur Harris of Calgary, with three
children.
8. George, a Gimli fisherman until his retirement in 1973, maITied
to Helga (Dolly) Magnusson of Gimli; their children are Wilfred,
Rudolph, Jeannette, and Alexander (Sandy). (See Magnusson).
9. Thelma is Mrs. Roger Boyer of Minneapolis. She lost her first
husband, Rudolph Otter, many years ago, and her second husband is
also deceased. She has one daughter, Rudolpha, married to John
Chopyk, with two children.
10. Gladys is married to Stoney Thorsteinson of Vancouver; he
was a boat captain for more than 30 years on the Mackenzie River, and
is now recently retired from being supervisor of captains there. In 1974
he was captain of a riverboat in Winnipeg. They had two sons, one of
whom died at eleven years, and the other, Bud, lives in Vancouver.
I I. Violet is married to Einar S. Einarson. Their daughter Donna
Mae, an R.N. married to Wilfred Arnason, who is a teacher at St.
John's High School, Winnipeg. They have five children: Tracy, Einar
Bradley, Christy, Jill and Jodi. (see Violet Einarson)
12. Franklin (Snooky) is married to Sophie Daniel of Hodgson.
They have four children, Donna Mae, married to Garth Innes, on the
staff of the Gimli Environmental Office; Joe working at Child and
Family Services in Winnipeg, Ronald, working at Saunders, and
Marie, at school. M r. Bristow is a fisherman and beach maintenance
man. Mrs. Bristow works at the day care centre.
13. I rene is married to Borgvin Thordarson, an inland waters captain on the Mackenzie River. They make their home in Gimli, and have
two children, Brian and Linda. (See Thordarson).
HALLDOR AND HOLMFRIDUR BRYNJOLFSSON
Halldor Brynjolfsson was born Oct. 1, 1855 at Karastodum, in
Vatnsnesi in Hunavatnssysla, Iceland. His wife, Holmfridur, was born
May 7, 1856, at Helguhvammi in Vididal, Iceland.
They came to Canada in 1887, and took up a homestead on the
shore of Lake Winnipeg, about a mile north of Gimli, which they
named Birkines (Birch Point). They acquired a few head of livestock,
but Halldor's main interest was fishing. He soon became a fish dealer,
and was the first to build a freezer to keep fish fresh. H is freezer was in
three parts. In one he stored the ice, which was sawn into big chunks
from the lake in winter, and stored packed in straw and sawdust.
Another room was where the fish were sorted, packed in shallow
galvanized trays, and sprinkled with ice and salt. Another room, the
freezer or cooler, had double walls, the inner wall made of galvanized
sheets, packed with ice and salt. There the trays of fish were stored until
hauled to the railway for shipment to Winnipeg. Settlers along the lake,
miles north of Birkinesi, would bring in their daily catch, in winter on
horse-drawn sleighs, and in summer, in small row boats. They all
became his fast friends, as he was an honest dealer.
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Halldor was very kind-hearted. Many an Icelandic immigrant with
few worldly goods and no place to stay, had occasion to bless him for
his kindness. Some he took into his own home. Many a time, when he
happened to have a meal at the home of a poor settler, the housewife, on
clearing the table, might be apt to find a five dollar bill under his plate.
He passed away in 1907 at the age of 52.
Halldor and Holmfridur had ten daughters. Kristin died in infancy. The others were: Margaret (Mrs. Jarvis), Ardis (Mrs. Robertson),
Siunn (Mrs. Howson), Palina (Mrs. Gislason), Kristin (Mrs. Palmi
Stefanson), Brynhildur, called Loa (Mrs. Skulason), Alia (Mrs. Erikson), Mia, unmarried, Gusta (Mrs. Johnson).
Margaret, Ardis, Siunn, and Alia have all passed away.
Holmfridur was a very hard-workilig woman, devoted to her family and home. After moving to Gimli, she became very active in the
Lutheran Church, being a Sunday School teacher for many years. She
passed away at the home of her daughter, Kristin, at Steep Rock, Man.
in 1935.
Palina is married to Steini Gislason. They lived in retirement at
Oak Point, and then took up residence at the Betel Home in Gimli,
where they are in 1974, in fairly good health. Palina is always busy with
handicrafts or helping other residents less active than herself.
*Footnote -

Steini Gislason passed away in Nov. 1974.

NESTOR AND PETER CHERNIAK
Nestor and Peter Cherniak are brothers who have lived and
worked in Gimli with their families since 1953. They came of a pioneer
family of the Winnipeg Beach district.
Dominic Cherniak and his wife came to Canada from the Western
Ukraine in 1897, moving into the Teulon area. From there they came to
Winnipeg Beach settling in the Prut district. They belonged to the
Roman Catholic Church and participated in all of its activities. They
developed a farm from the wild land on which they homesteaded, and
grew many vegetables and flowers, being like most of the Ukrainian
settlers, very fine farmers and gardeners. Their son Joseph married
Maria Antofichuk in 1921, and had four sons, Nestor, Peter, Edward,
and Mike, all of whom attended Prut School. Edward and Mike live at
Winnipeg Beach.
Peter married Lydia Chreptyk in 1950, and they have one son,
Alan, who achieved considerable fame as a figure skater while attending high school in Gimli. He received many awards for his skating, both
singly and in partnership with Shawnee Turk of Winnipeg, and he was
figure skating teacher at Gimli and other communities.
Mike Cherniak married Esther Zabudney in 1950, and they have
two children, Beverley and Raymond.
Nestor married Elsie Bohonos in 1952, and they have two sons,
Craig and Grant.
496

Edward married Denelda Hopke in 1952, and they have four
children, Brian, Eugene, Sharon, and Lyle. Edward and his family live
on the original homestead, while Mike and family live in Winnipeg
Beach, as do their parents, Joseph and Maria.
In 1953 Peter and Nestor went into partnership to buy the garage
formerly operated by Fred Bergman, which they called Cherniak
Brothers Sales and Service. They continued to operate the garage as
well as farming in their home district, until 1965, when they sold the
garage to Firman Brothers. In the meantime, they had built homes side
by side on Centre Street west, just beyond the limits of the Town of
Gimli.
Peter was truckdriver for the B.C. Packers Fish Company for
several years, until it closed down in 1969. He is now employed at the
Calvert Distillery, while Nestor is mechanic for the Evergreen School
Division, servicing all its school buses.
Peter and Mike both served in the army during the second world
war, while their father Joseph served in the First World War.
Elsie Cherniak is very active at St. Michael's R.C. Church, Gimli,
being a past president, and has also been secretary, of the Catholic
Women's League, and has also served on the Parish Council.
Lydia Cherniak worked as clerk at B.C. Packers for several years,
and is presently clerk at the North American Lumber Company in
Gimli.

STEVE CHERNIAK FAMILY
Steve Cherniak married Frances Tomchuk in Poland, and they
emigrated with their first daughter, Rose, to Canada, in 1895, settling
on a homestead in the Gimli area. They had six more children after they
came to this area. They were active in the Sts. Cyrilly and Methodius
R.C. Church, being among the founders of the parish and builders of
the church.
Rose married John Grabowski, of Gimli, and they had five children.
(see Grabowski) Rose is deceased but her husband John still lives in
Gimli.
Kathryn married Mike Grabowski, and they had five children, aII
of whom have settled away from Gimli.
Joe married Stella Pasternak in 1929. They had four children.
Their oldest son, Edwin lives in Toronto, where he is an office manager,
married to Jennie Sitarski, with four children, Brian, Gary, Greg, and
Brenda.
Their son Steve married Jennie Hachowski of Gimli. Their children
are Lorene and David. Steve works at Saunders as weII as operating the
family farm, and Jennie is secretary at the Gimli Elementary School.
Their daughters Joyce and Rose are twins. Joyce married John
Litwin. They have three children, Jerome, Karen, and Joey. Joyce
works part time at the Robinson Store. Rose married Elroy Fletcher, a
member of the armed forces. They have five children, Debbie,
Constance, Robert, Jeffrey, and Roger.
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Joe has served on church and Minerva School committees. He
retired a few years ago and moved into Gimli, and his son Steve took
over the family farm.
Mary Cherniak married William Whiteside; they have four
children, and live in Winnipeg.
Frances Cherniak married Michael Tomchuk; there were three
children. Frances and two of their children are deceased, and Michael
lives in Winnipeg.
John Cherniak married Rose Paracholski. They settled on a farm
in the Minerva district. John was Reeve of the R.M. of Gimli. He
passed away in 1956.
Rose was the daughter of Harry Paracholski and his wife
Mary Kuchar, who came from the Ukraine in 1874 with their oldest
son, Michael, who in later life settled in Selkirk, married with four
children, and died at 76. There were seven other children in the
Paracholski family, born after they homesteaded in the Felsendorf
district: Joseph, who farmed in Midale, Saskatchewan and Gimli until
he retired with his wife Nellie Craig to Gimli, where he died in 1965;
Steve, who lived at Manitou, married with four children; Nick, who
farmed at Gimli. married with two children, Norman, who married
Jean Pistawka, in Winnipeg (see Pistawka), and Edna, Mrs. Robert
Debeson of Toronto, with two daughters; Mary, Mrs. Harry Kuz, who
had five daughters; Sophie, Mrs. Peter Dutchak of Gimli, with two
daughters; Rose, Mrs. John Cherniak (see above), and Kay, Mrs. Alex
Kozlowski. (see Kozlowski). Harry Paracholski passed away in 1934,
aged 77, and Mary died in 1945. Only three daughters, Mary, Rose, and
Kay, are still living. Michael Paracholski's daughter Frances, Mrs.
Frank Kretowski, lives at Gimli.
After the death of John Cherniak, his widow later re-married, to
John Zalubniak, a heavy equipment operator prior to their marriage,
when he took over operation of the farm.
Walter Cherniak, youngest son of Steve and Frances Cherniak,
married Olga Bezdietny of Gimli. They live in Toronto, and had one
child.
Zalubniak - John is the oldest son of Harry and Katherine
Zalubniak, both pioneers of this area, from the Ukraine. Harry
Zalubniak came when he was 19, in 1907. Katherine came with her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Boychuk in 1902, when she was eleven.
They were married in 1913, and had five children, John, Anne, Mrs.
John Shewaga of Winnipeg (see Shewaga), Peter, who married Anne
Kereluk, a school teacher; Tillie, Mrs. Michael Werbecki of
Thompson, Man. with one married daughter; and Roy, an engineer at
Edmonton, married with two children. Peter and Anne Zalubniak lived
in Gimli for several years while their two children were young. They
returned to this area to be near Peter's father after his mother died in
1949. Anne Kereluk had been teaching at Willow Creek School when
she met Peter whom she later married in a wartime wedding, as Peter
was going overseas with the Princess Pats. He saw action at Sicily and
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other front line campaigns, while Anne continued teaching, sometimes
taking the place of men who were going to war. After his return, Peter
took a course in diesel and automatic engineering, and Anne took
charge of the Sight-Saving class at Strathcona School, and later in
special education.
With the birth of their daughter Anne Glory, Anne left teaching,
and they managed the Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre in
Winnipeg for three years. Anne also taught English to new Canadians
by the oral method. When they returned to Gimli in 1949, Anne taught
Willow Creek School again. Peter completed his course in diesel.
While they lived in Gimli, Anne was an active member of the
Women's Institute and the Auxiliary to the Legion. Their son Peter
Ihor, was born in Gimli. Shortly after, they moved to British Columbia,
and now live in Pitt Meadows. Peter is town foreman for Port Moody.
Their daughter Glory is married, Mrs. Clark, with two children. Anne
n{)W teaches school in Vancouver.
Harry Zalubniak passed away in 1968, aged almost 80.

THE CHUDD FAMILY
John Chudd (Chudzikiewicz) was born April 2, 1900, in Poland,
the son of John and Christina Chudzikiewicz of the viIIage of Bruska,
near Drommill, not far from Warsaw.
His wife Anne Oko was born in Camp Morton on Oct. 4, 1913,
daughter of Michael and Mary Oko.
John came to Canada in 1928, a blacksmith by trade. His first
employment was shoeing horses for a blacksmith on King Street in
Winnipeg. From there he went to Unity, Sask., working for a construction company repairing farm machinery and shoeing horses.
In 1929, while visiting at Winnipeg Beach, on hearing the sound of
a blacksmith at work, he went to visit the blacksmith, Carl Doern, who
encouraged him to go to Gimli, where there was need of a blacksmith.
John moved to Gimli and rented a blacksmith shop from Einar
Westman for $3.00 a month. He and John Roth, the shoemaker, took
lodgings at the home of Sam Martin. John's work consisted of shoeing
horses for $1.00 each, making anchors, tools, and repairing sleighs for
the fishermen; he repaired machinery for the farmers, and invented his
own needle bar for the fishermen to use in their work, a pointed threeedged spear cut on a slant.
John married Anne Oko in 1931, and they built a home on Third
A venue, in which they lived until 1951.
In his early years in Gimli, John who owned a 1927 DeSoto,
volunteered as an ambulance driver, transporting patients from the
Gimli area to Winnipeg hospitals.
John and Anne have four children, Edward Charles, John Walter,
Irene Joyce (Joyce) and Marilyn Anne.
In 1936, John made the steel ribs for the "Buck" boat, a large fish
freighter owned by Doug Howard and H. M. McGinnis. Valdi
Sveinsson helped him build the ribs.
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The Chl/dd Family. Back: John Jr .. Cheryl. Paul Grubs. Joan. Edward. David Einarson \\'ilh Jon. Calvin. Sealed: Gladys. Kimberley. Joyce. Anne. John Sr .. Marilyn lI'ilh
Eric. Fronl: Blair. Michael. Jonalhan. Kevin. Michelle and Holly.

In 1941 John purchased a lot from Sveini Valgardson at Third
A venue and First Street North, where he built the Dutch Grill
Restaurant. He continued working in his blacksmith shop while Anne
operated the restaurant. She catered to the first Ladies' Curling
Bonspiel in Gimli. The workmen from the Ramsay Construction Company of Regina, Sask., who were constructing the runways at the Gimli
air base, boarded at the Dutch Grill. The hardships of not having any
running water and using wood stoves, kept Anne, Eddie, and Johnny
busy carrying buckets of water and arm loads of wood.
In 1943, the Central Bakery, owned by Herman Epp, burned
down. John bought the property and moved the restaurant to this new
location on Centre Street, and changed it into a bakery and bus depot.
This also ran without the luxuries of running water and oil heat.
In 1944 John constructed a new blacksmith shop on the corner of
Fourth A venue and First Street North. In 1945 he sold the Central
Bakery to Knud Olsen, and moved his blacksmith shop to Third
A venue and First Street North, naming it Chudd's Garage and taking
on the Dodge-DeSoto dealership. In 1946 he began distributing
McCall-Frontenac Petroleum Products. The boys, Eddie and Johnny,
looked after the delivery of gas and oil to the surrounding areas.
In 1949 the Chudd home was re-modelled, and plumbing and oil
heat installed. The following year Johnny quit school to fish on Lake
Winnipeg with Gusti Jacobson.
In 1950 Chudd's took on the John Deere Machinery dealership,
which they kept until 1957.
500

In 195 I Mr. and Mrs. Chudd sold their home on Third Avenue to
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Johnson, and bought the Johnson farm, Birkines, in
Loni Beach. They moved to the farm, giving up their modern plumbing
and oil heat. They now operated both the farm and the garage in town.
Eddie quit school to help operate the family business.
The farm, almost completely wooded, was cleared by hand with
axe and saw, by Eddie and Johnny. The wood was sold for pulp and
lumber. A dairy operation was started.
In 1953, Joyce, having com pleted high school, took a nursing
course at General Hospital, and obtained her R.N.
In 1953 the garage was enlarged, a showroom and office be~ng added. At this time Ed began to assist his father full-time in the operation
of the garage.
In 1955 John Chudd built a home on Fourth Avenue near the park,
and moved there, leaving his son John to operate the farm.
Fire destroyed the farmhouse in 1956, removing an old Gimli landmark. A granary was converted into a temporary home for Johnny and
Gladys.
When the town of Gimli was paving its streets in 1958, Eddie had a
couple of trucks which he used to help haul gravel for the new streets.
John and Anne Chudd built their present home, next to their
former one, in 1965.
A t the age of 74, John is still active in the operation of the garage,
and his other interests. Throughout the years he has taken an active interest in the community, in curling, the Gimli Old Timers' Association,
Gimli Community Hall, and the Lutheran Church.
His wife Anne has been very active in the community, being a longstanding member of the Gimli Women's Institute, in which she served
as treasurer and president, and is an honourary life member; the
Lutheran Churchwomen, has curled, and worked with Girl Guides and
Brownies. She was a member of the Gimli Good Neighbours, and
recently joined the Eastern Star.
The Family
Edward Charles Chudd married Joan Eleanor Ioanides, R.N. of Portage la Prairie in 1960. They have four children, Kimberly, Kevin,
Michael, and Michelle. Michael was Gimli's Centennial baby in 1967.
Ed, who is now in charge of the garage operation, was an active
Kinsman, participated in hockey, Cubs and Scouts, and curling. He, his
brother John, Dori Magnusson, and Zeke Valgardson were the first
winners of the Kalli Torfason trophy for the grand aggregate in curling.
In 1956 he received his air pilots' licence. In 1970 he was Grand
Master of the Viking Masonic Lodge. Along with Norman Greenberg
and Stan Gretchen, he built the Viking Motor Hotel, which they
operated from 1970 to 1974, when they sold it. He is a charter member
and vice-president of the Kiwanis Club of Gimli, formed in 1974.
John Walter Chudd married Gladys Bertha Wold of Geysir. They
have three children, Cheryl, Calvin, and Blair. Johnny has one of the
largest dairy and grain farms in this area, a fully modern and up-to-date
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operatIOn with bulk tank and glass pipeline milkers. Johnny has been an
active participant in hockey and curling, and belonged to Cubs and
Scouts. Their three children are active in extra-curricular activities, the
boys being avid hockey players.
Irene Joyce Chudd married Paul Grubs of Chicago, Illinois, in
1960. She travelled extensively before her marriage, during her nursing
career, which she is now planning to continue. They have two children,
Holly and Jonathan, and they live in Rolling Hills, California.
Marilyn Anne Chudd completed Grade 12 at Gimli, and attended
Manitoba Teachers' College, after which she taught school in Winnipeg. She travelled extensively in Europe prior to marrying David
Wayne Einarson of Gimli, who is an accountant. They have two sons,
Jon and Eric, and they live at Bird's Hill.
A SALUTE TO A GRAND OLD LADY
The following was written by Kristine Kristofferson for Lake Centre News Jan. 8, 1965, and quoted with her permission.
Her name is Johanna Cooney. She is 82 years old; her heart is not
good and she is blind. Yet, I saw her dancing at the Icelandic Celebration this summer, her spirit still young and undimmed by the passing
years.
We in Gimli know of her well, for she has been a summer resident
since 1902, when she first immigrated from Iceland with her uncle
Arni Thordarson ..
For three years she worked for the T. Eaton Company, saving
enough from her meagre wages to send for her mother, Anna Kristin
Sigfusdottir. In 1907 Johanna bought a lot on what is now Fourth
A venue in Gimli, and moved her mother's log cabin there. (a cabin said
to be one of the oldest in Gimli.) This log house stood for many years,
used as the summer house of the Cooneys. Mrs. Cooney recalls the
first tax bill_being $1.95.
In 1911 Johanna worked in the Winnipeg General Hospital, where
she met Henry Cooney, a quiet kindly man of Irish and Icelandic descent, whom she married that year. They had two sons, George and
Albyn, both of whom served in the Second World War. She had five
granddaughters, two grandsons, and three great-grandsons.
The little log cabin saw many adventures. One summer the slough
behind it flooded, and Johanna escaped through the window, a small
boy under each arm.
For 29 years, the Cooneys lived in Brooklands, where Henry was
employed by the Purity Flour Mills. Johanna was a staunch member of
the International Order of Good Templars, and the Lady Foresters, and
a lifelong member of the First Lutheran Church.
When health failed Johanna and Henry, they went to live with
Albyn and Soffia in May, 1950, Henry succumbing Oct. 8, 1954.
Johanna lived on with her son and daughter-in-law and her three
charming granddaughters, Carolyn, Evelyn, and Rosalyn Johanna.
But Gimli is her first love, and every summer sees the little family in
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the neat cottage which replaced the log cabin at 56 Fourth Avenue.
With the years, her circle of friends has increased, for Johanna's big
heart has room for all. She has visited Gimli patients in every Winnipeg
hospital, in the sanatorium, the mental hospital, and Deer Lodge. For
months she visited a Gimli boy who was badly injured in an accident,
the grandson of a dear friend from Gimli. One cold raw day in March,
the entire Cooney family drove to Gimli in an unheated car to attend
the funeral of a young Gimli girl. These are kindnesses her Gimli
friensis will always remember.
"Now she is old. Where once she skated, cycled, and danced on her
"educated feet", as her uncle jokingly put it, she now sits and
remem bers the yea rs gone by, the friends who have passed on, the joys
and sorrows that come to us all in a long lifetime. We, too, remember
Mrs. Cooney. We remember the helping hand so eagerly extended, the
generous forgiving spirit she showed to those who trespassed against
you - the loving friend we love so well. Thank you, Johanna Cooney.
We are richer for having known you - a grand lady."
Mrs. Kristofferson's article was re-printed in the Forester
magazine.
There is a wheelchair at the Betel Home, Gimli, donated byJohanna Cooney in memory of her husband Henry, in which Mrs. Kristofferson's father, Gisli Benson, was wheeled from the infirmary to the room
occupied by his wife.
As long as she was able, Mrs. Cooney worked for the Foresters
and their project of selling candies to aid the Cancer Society, even when
she was confined to home and could sell them only by phone.
Johanna Cooney passed away Nov. 26, 1966, cared for to the last
by her devoted daughter-in-law, Soffia.

"Oldesl hOllle in Gilllli'" is Ihe clailll of
Ihis log cabin. buill aboul 1876 by Fridjon
Frederickson. II was boughl by Arni Thordarson who gave ilIa his niece. Miss
Johanna Biornsdollir as a hOll1e ./br
hO'selF and her widowed lIIolher. Miss
Biornsdollir nOli' Mrs. Henry CooneI' of
564 Challl1O's A venue. is slil/lhe owner. In
1909. Mrs. CooneI' had Ihe cabin moved
FOIl1 ils original localion al Ihe corner 0./
Third Ave. and Cenlre SI. 10 56 Foul'lh
A ve. In Ihose days. Ihe lax bill was only
$1.57. During Ihe flood of 1918. Mrs.
Cooney was forced 10 flee Ihrough a window lI'ilh a child under each arlll. Slanding
ill/i'o/ll of Ihe cabin (L.-R.): are Mr. Thordarson. Mrs. Cooney. and Mr. CoolieI'.
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DALMAN FAMILY
Jonas Gudmundsson Dalman came from Sudur-Thingeyjarsysla,
Iceland, in 1876. He and his wife, Rosa Marteinsdottir, from the same
area, were married in Winnipeg - the 57th couple to be issued a
marriage licence under the place-name of Winnipeg.
The Dalman family established a dairy in Winnipeg, on Logan
A venue, at a time when dairies lined this street, and Main street was the
principal thoroughfare of Winnipeg. As the growing city spread
northward, they moved their dairy to the River Heights district, and renamed it the SouthWest Dairy. They had 13 children. Ingo Dalman
went into partnership with his father. They had as many as 50 cows, and
delivered milk with their horse-drawn sleighs and wagons to all parts of
the city. It was sometimes difficult to get enough hay, and often hay had
to be hauled from as far away as 20 miles, with horses.
Ingo married Stefania Hermanson, the daughter of a neighbouring
dairyman. His parel.1ts moved to Gimli in 1912 with the rest of the family, and built the large home north of town which is now part of the
provincial recreation leadership training centre. They farmed there for
seven years. (Stefania Hermanson's parents were also Icelandic
pioneers. Her father worked on the railway before it reached Winnipeg.)
Ingo, meanwhile, took over the dairy in Winnipeg, which he
operated a few years before moving to Selkirk, where he established the
Selkirk Pure Milk Supply, which served the town for about 30 years. In
1940, when large dairies with pasteurizing plants were replacing the
small dairies, they moved to Petersfield, where they farmed near the
highway, and shipped milk seven years before they retired to make their
home with their son Harold and his wife Sheila in Gimli.
Ingo and Stefania had eight children: Evelyn, Mrs. Gordon
Copping of Gladstone; Harold, married to Sheila Arason, at Gimli;
Norman, married to Betty Street, at Petersfield, with five children;
Corinne, Mrs. Albert Copping of Gladstone, Man., with three
daughters.
Franklin, of Lockport, Man., married, with six children.
Gordon, married, in Winnipeg, with four daughters.
Mabel, Mrs. Les Clark, now of Longview, Oregon, with two
daughters and a son. Mr. Clark trained at C.F.B. Gimli, and is now
working as overseer of sawmill construction with his father, an
architect.
Arnold, in Winnipeg, married, with one son.
Harold has lived in Gimli since 1947. For years he operated the
North Star (bulk) oil station, with his wife Sheila assisting with the office work. When he sold the business in 1972, he took a position as car
salesman for Chudd Motors., where Sheila is also accountant. Harold
has been a very active member of the community. He was a town councillor for years, and deputy mayor. He ran for mayor but was defeated.
He has headed many local organizations, including the Chamber of
Commerce, the Rotary Club, the K-40 Club, and the Gimli Area
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Development Board. He has served on the school board, of which he
was chairman; was an active member of the Gimli Kinsmen Club, and
the only Kinsman in the zone to hold the office of deputy governor for
two years. He is active in the curling club, helped build the skating rink;
and he was the first chairman of the Gimli Development Corporation
appointed to administer the grant given to Gimli following closure of
the armed forces base.
Sheila has also been active in Kinettes and the curling club.
They have six children:
Wayne, who works for New Holland Implements, in Winnipeg,
married to Arlene Ulvaan.
Joan, Mrs. Chris Squire, married a pilot in the armed forces at
P. E.!., with a daughter, Sheila.
Judy, Mrs. Garth Bradley of Winnipeg.
Norman, who works at Saunders Aircraft, married to Susan
Detlor.
Gordon, who works at Cal verts, married to Eileen Werestiuk.
Raymond, who works for the C.N.R. in Winnipeg.
Stefania Dalman passed away in 1961. I ngo Dalman celebrated his
91 st birthday in 1974, living at the Betel Home in Selkirk. His family
had a party for his 90th birthday, and since then he has flown to British
Columbia twice to visit his daughter Mabel, before she moved to
Oregon. He is hale and active of mind at 91.

THE HELGI DANIELSON FAMILY
Helgi Danielson was born in 1889, the son of Daniel Danielsson,
born in 1852 in Hunavatnssysla, Iceland, and his wife Ingibjorg Maria
Benjaminsdottir who was born in 1862. They came to Canada in 1887
and settled first at Tungu in the Arnes area, then moved to Brekku, a
farm they had bought in the Minerva district. Daniel passed away in
1936, his wife Ingibjorg in 1946.
In 1917 Helgi married Jonina Gudrun Jonsdottir, whose father
was Jon Gudmundsson from Skagafjordur, the son of Gudmundur
Gislason and Sigridur Simonardottir, who with their youngest son were
among the first group from Iceland. They settled first in the Arnes area,
where their son died in the smallpox epidemic, then moved to North
Dakota. Being of advanced years they sent for their son Jon who had
remained in Iceland, and he joined them in 1884. Jonina's mother,
Gudrun Simonardottir, left Iceland when she was 24 years of age. She
went with her brother, who was ill, to seek medical help in Copenhagen,
stayed there and worked 41J2 years, then when nothing could be done for
her brother he returned to Iceland, and she proceeded to North Dakota.
There she met and married Jon Gudmundsson, and in 1902 they moved
with their three children to Canada and settled in the Geysir district.
After his father's death Helgi took over the farm, then bought the
one adjoining for his own use and they lived there until his retirement.
The other brothers, Gudjon and Benjamin, farmed in the Arborg area,
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and Magnus lived in Arborg where he operated a garage until his death
in 1973.
To add to the small income derived from farming, Helgi built a
sawmill and sawed lumber for the farmers as well as firewood. He set
up his own workshop where he did repair work of various kinds, and
shoed horses. At one time Helgi decided to build a threshing machine
and for this he gathered material, and parts from six old machines
which he obtained from farmers in the area. He got help with the
construction from his friends Hjalmur Thorsteinsson Sr. and Magnus
Magnusson. While Helgi's eldest daughter was painting the finished
machine she decided it deserved a name, and painted on it her chosen
name, "Six in One Hardtime Thresher."
Gudrun, in her earlier years had been a member of the Minerva
Ladies' Aid.
Helgi retired in 1967 due to poor health and when his condition
became worse he and Gudrun moved to the Betel Home. That was in
1973, and in July of the same year Helgi passed away, at the age of83.
The Danielsons had four children, as follows:
Jonina Gudrun Ingibjorg married Grant Eaman, and they make
their home in Edmonton, where he worked as an engineer before his
retirement. Their one daughter, Mary Lou, Mrs. Moldenhauer, has a
daughter Jennifer Laurie.
Sigurlina Holmfridur, Mrs. Sverre Roed, lives in Winnipeg where
her husband is in the roofing business. Their children are: Ingrid
Marline, who married Ron Portier, a plumber in Winnipeg: Lyle
Danielson is single and works in Winnipeg; Jon Kristjan attends the
University of Manitoba, as does his wife Donna; Mark is a student at
the University of Manitoba; Deborah is in high school in Winnipeg.
Sigurlina was a school teacher before her marriage, and is now a
teacher at St. Boniface Hospital.
Marvin Daniel farms in the Minerva district where he and his wife
Louise 111ake their home. Their son Duane owns and operates a food
market in Victoria, British Columbia, where he lives with his wife
Vivian. Their children are Shane, Zakery, and Elijah. Their daughter
Terese (Terry) and her husband Troy Liles, a Vancouver jeweller, have
a daughter, Shawna.
Lilja Steinunn is married to Albert Melsted. They live in
Castlegar, B.C., where he is a building inspector for the Hydro. They
have a daughter Marilyn, Mrs. Gordon Zdebiak, living at Gimli with
their young son, Daniel Karl. The Melsteds also have twin sons, David
Shawn, and Darryl Shane.

THE FAMILY OF TRAUSTI AND GUDRUN DAVIDSON
Trausti Davidson was the son of Andres Davidsson, a homeopath
from Reykjavik. He and his wife Steinunn Jonsdottir were pioneers of
the Geysir district, where he practised for some sixteen years with considerable success. Later he moved to Gimli. Trausti was a farmer, first
at Geysir, later at Gimli. In 1914 he married Gudrun, daughter of
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Thorlakur Thorlaksson of Litla-Froda, Snaefellsnessysla, and his wife
Margret Gudmundsdottir of Erpsstadir. Thorlakur was of a family
related to that of Einar Jonasson of Gimli.
Gudrun 'was an obstetrical nurse with general training as well. In
Iceland she was appointed to serve a large, rugged, isolated region
where she had to cross mountains and chasms on foot and on skis. As
the nearest doctor was two or three days' journey distant, she was the
only source of medical aid, and during her stay there delivered close to
three hundred children.
In 1913 she came to Gimli as an immigrant with her widowed
mother from whom she never parted. She intended to stay only four
weeks, but actually lived there twenty-four years, for Trausti and she
eventually settled on the farm of Engimyri (Meadow Marsh) southwest
of the town. In the first eight years in this district she delivered close to
two hundred children. During three of them Gimli had no doctor. After
that she delivered fewer, having lost her mother who had given excellent
care to her home, but she still continued this service to some extent for
twelve more years. In all her career she never lost a mother or child, a
fact that she attributed to God's guidance.
Gudrun was fond of books, witty, with a talent for composing
poetry. She was an active member of the Federated Ladies' Aid.
Trausti died in 1934. Gudrun, left a widow with six children, aged
from three to nineteen, stayed another five years on the farm, but then
moved to Winnipeg with her younger children. As some of her family
went East she moved to Hamilton, Ont. Her last days were spent with
her son Marino in St. Catharines.
Their children:
I. Fridsteinn Gudmundur (Jim) of Winnipeg, apartment block
owner; sells life insurance. Past Exalted Ruler of Winnipeg Elks Lodge
No. 10, also long-time member of Winnipeg Legion No. I Branch. Being deeply concerned with the world problems of today, he has been the
organizer, acknowledged leader and activist of Technocracy, Inc. in
Winnipeg. He is married to Lorraine Skinner. Their children: Frances
Lorraine; George Robert.
2. Viglundur Franklin (Bill) of Winnipeg, apartment block owner,
property manager and land developer, president of Viking Holdings,
Ltd. Married to Thorbjorg, daughter of Rev. J. P. and Gudrun
Solmundsson. (See their family.) Their children: Bonnie, Constance,
William, Kenneth.
3. Laufey Juliana, married to Edward Treasure, machinist, now
plant foreman of Malton Aero Engines Ltd. They live in Dundalk, Ont.
She was formerly in the Personnel Dept., T. Eaton Co., Toronto, but is
now a real estate saleswoman. Poetry and painting are among her interests. Their children: Carol (Mrs. Ruigrok); Patricia (Mrs.
Salisbury). Patricia has written articles for periodicals and is presently
venturing on publication of a farm magazine, "Canadian Homestead".
4. Einar Philip, a welder, formerly worked for the Hamilton Steel
Co., but is now welding inspector for Stelco in Hamilton, Ont. Married
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to Mary Tulipano. Their children: Sherry (Mrs. S. Binch), Deborah
(Mrs. L. Csicsak), Daniel.
5. Marino Sigurdur, sales manager for the Real Estate Development Co., St. Catharines, Ont. Married to Barbara Jean Cleghorn, who
works for the Royal Trust Co. Their children: Brenda, Mark Trausti.
6. Fjola Gudrun, formerly employed at Eaton's in Toronto.
Married to Allan Burke of Georgetown, Ont., an airframe technician,
now production manager of a glass and plastics firm. Their children:
Russell, Kent.

STEVE DEMEDASH FAMILY
Steve Demedash and his wife Ksenka came from the Ukraine in
1898, to settle in the Gimli district. Their farm was at Dnister. Their son
Henry Demedash was born that same year. From their marriage there
were four children: Teenie, who married Matthew Sokolowski, Henry,
Helen, who married Stanley Dell, and Bill. All are now deceased.
Left a widow, Ksenka later married Michael Boyarchuk. Their
children are Steve, Alex, Mrs. Polly Heidinger, and John.
Henry Demedash worked on the farm until he was 18, and then
worked for the railway until he was 27. He married Rose Hillcoff in
1925. For the next 32 years they farmed near Gimli. When they retired,
they moved to Loni Beach.
Henry Demedash was a councillor for the R.M. of Gimli for 22
years, from 1931 to the year of his death, 1960. He also served as school
trustee for Dnister School from 1928 to 1940. They were members of
the Dnister Greek Catholic Church.
Henry and Rose Demedash had four children: Bill, born in 1927,
died in 1953, unmarried; Nick, who is married to Marion Kingston,
with two sons, Gordon and Ronald. Gordon married Cass Wilson and
they have a daughter, Holly Ann. Nick is in the Army, stationed in B.c.
Walter, married to Dorothy Hooper, works for I.B.M. in Ontario;
Adeline, is married to Charles Pawulski, and they live in Loni Beach.
They have three children, Dean, Kelly, and Trudy. Charles works at
Cal verts. Adeline is active in the ceramics club, assisted the New
Horizons group, while Charles is an active curler.
In 1971 Rose Demedash re-married, to Mike Kozera, who had
three children by his former marriage. They reside in Loni Beach.
Rose Demedash was the daughter of George and Anne Hillcoff,
another Gimli pioneer family.

BARNEY EGILSON
Barney Asgeir Egilson, who became Mayor of the Town of Gimli
in 1947, holding that position until 1962, was during that period, and
the years preceding it, one of Gimli's leading citizens. Rising through
his own efforts and ability from humble beginnings, he played a large
role in the development of the town, and in addition, devoted much time
and energy to the Gimli Lutheran Church, in which he served as president of the congregation during the years of its greatest growth. He
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Barnel' Egilson. giving opening address at Icelandic Celebration A lIglist 1st. 1949.

passed away February 27, 1965, at the age of 64 years, after suffering
declining health for several years.
Barney, as he was known to everyone, was born in Winnipeg, of
parents who migrated from Iceland in the late 19th century. He was the
son of his mother's second husband, Egil Egilson. She had one son,
Harold Bjarnason, by her first marriage.
Barney's father operated a dairy in the north end of Winnipeg until
1912. In 1918 his parents moved to a farm at Langruth. Barney left
school after almost two years at St. John's Technical High School, to
obtain a job as salesman and collector for the Banfield and Sons Furniture Company, at what he then considered the fantastic salary of
$25.50 per week plus 10% commissions on sales over $200.00. He enjoyed the job, but after two years bitterly regretted having left school.
In 1924 Barney's parents moved to Gimli in semi-retirement, and
he began spending his weekends there. About a year later, finding
himself out of work, he came to live at Gimli, earning his living for the
next four years as a fisherman, a life he found not to his liking.
On September 10, 1926, he married Gudrun Anderson, better
known as Rooney. In 1930 they moved to Winnipeg, but returned to
Gimli after one summer. There followed almost ten years of various
work which took Barney away from home often - first as a plumber's
helper, then as a contract painter, when he painted many homes in Winnipeg as well as doing contract work for the C.P.R.
Meanwhile his brother Harold had gone into partnership with F.
Lyngdal in the grocery business, and Barney began working in their
store, where he remained until 1938.
When the air force base was located at Gimli during the Second
World War, Barney got a job there, which he held till 1942, when he
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entered the general insurance business, having done part-time work in
life insurance for several years. He built up a highly successful insurance agency.
Barney had three big interests in life: local politics, the church, and
sports. He was elected to the village council in 1941, and when Mayor
H. M. McGinnis died in 1941, Barney took his place. Though he had
never spoken in public till he became mayor, he soon became known for
his fluent, eloquent speeches. He said, "The important thing in public
speaking is to know what you want to say, say it, and sit down."
Barney was mayor during a period of great progress in Gimli. The
village became a town; a sewer and water programme was undertaken.
The Hon. George Johnson, M.D., then provincial Minister of Education, in presenting the first award of the Barney Egilson Memorial
Scholarship donated by his widow, to a student of the Gimli Composite
High School, said: "Always mindful of the tax dollar, Barney was a
prudent administrator. There was no activity in the community during
his 21 years in office which escaped Barney's attention: the Lutheran
Church, the Cemetery Association, the Old Timers Association, the
Chamber of Commerce, the Betel Home. He was a keen political
observer and took an active interest and part in provincial-federal
political life over the years. He served with distinction as a provincial
appointee to the Municipal Advisory Board, where his experience and
intimate knowledge of municipal affairs were greatly appreciated by the
government. Barney played a leading role as president of the skating
rink, and worked hard for the creation of the rink which was a
memorial to the men of the last war. He was an ardent curler, and a
hockey player in his youth.
"He later became a member of the Betel Board and played a
leading role in the extension of the Betel Home for the Aged. He was a
member of the Icelandic Celebration Committee and in that capacity,
and as Mayor of Gimli, he was decorated by the government of Iceland
with the Order of the Falcon on the 75th anniversary of that Celebration in Gimli."
Barney's business acumen was an asset to the town as well as to
himself. When he became mayor, the town was $9,000.00 in the red; he
had the courage to raise the mill rate by 21 mills, and soon it was $1,000.00 in the black. In seeking the best possible treatment for Gimli in
dealing \,Vith higher levels of government, there were few men in government circles who had not faced his refusal to recognize the word "No".
The year before Barney became mayor, the town budget was $26,000.00. In 1961, his last year as mayor, it was $134,154.00.
Recreationally, Barney was an avid follower of the horse races,
and a card player.
Barney and Rooney had no children, but he was keenly interested
in young people. It was therefore appropriate that his widow donated
the Barney Egilson Scholarship, to be awarded annually to a graduate
of the Gimli Composite High School, resident of the Town of Gimli,
who showed outstanding citizenship and leadership qualities.
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VIOLET EINARSON
Violet, one of the daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bristow, has
achieved distinction in local government, having served as town councillor from 1958 to 1962, and as mayor of Gimli from 1963 to 1967, and
again from 1972 to the present time, being re-elected for another threeyear term in Nov., 1974. She has filled her office with ability, being
dedicated to the community and its interests, and devoting almost all of
her time to its needs during her terms of office.
Violet was born in Gimli, July 20, 1912, and has lived here all her
life, with no wish to move elsewhere or even travel afar. She attended
school here and completed Grade eleven. In 1930 she married Einar S.
Einarson, a successful fisherman from Hnausa, son of Sigfus Einarson
and his wife Gudrun Thorlaksdottir, who came to Arnes in 1893.
When they had been married six years, their only child, a daughter,
Donna Mae, was born. Donna Mae completed her grade twelve,
leading her class every year, and on her graduation was awarded
Governor-General's medal. She graduated from the Winnipeg General
Hospital School of Nursing in 1957. She also took first class honours in
piano.
Violet Einarson, after many years at home as a fisherman's wife,
seaming nets, suddenly found that she could sell real estate, when J. J.
Swanson, a Winnipeg realtor, persuaded her to try to sell two summer
cottages for him. She sold both in two weeks, and enjoying the experience, went into business for herself. She and her husband Einar
formed a realty company, Einarson Realty in 1950.
With the expansion of the R.C.A.F. Station, and the increased demand for housing, business grew steadily, and they were soon looking
after the rental of 80 houses, and more during the summer.
Violet added. the selling of fire and automobile insurance, and still
handles fire insurance. Since he retired from fishing, Einar has worked
on houses needing repair, and the couple own a number of revenue
homes in Gimli. Their own modern home on 1st Avenue has a tiny office near the front door, with a sign reading "Walk In", which all
callers are expected to take literally.
Violet Einarson had been urged to enter local politics for a long
time before she agreed to run. She had believed politics was a man's
job, but once she got into it, she thoroughly enjoyed the work of leading
the government of the town. She conscientiously attends all conventions
and meetings as required, and spends many hours studying issues of the
day.
Outside of her business, her main interests are curling, bridge,
music and art. An avid curler, she was consistently "skip" of winning
teams for years. When she returned to her favorite sport in 1973 after
several years away from it, she quickly resumed her former top position
in the league.
She always enjoyed writing poetry, like so many Icelanders. In
1972 she joined the Gimli Art Club, and discovered a talent she had
forgotten she had; painting. Quite a few years ago, Einar bought her an
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electric organ, and she took lessons till she could play it with skill. She
also belonged to the Lutheran choir for several years.
When Violet became Gimli's first woman councillor, she was
named finance chairman almost at once.
1959 was an important year in Gimli history, and a busy one for
the council, as waterworks and sewer were being installed. The work
. was often hampered by bad weather, and streets were in precarious condition for weeks on end. At one of the council meetings, it was found
that both Mayor Barney Egilson and finance chairman Violet Einarson
had come to grief on the Gimli roads. The mayor was driving west on
4th Street north when he saw ahead of him a very muddy section of
road with a high pile of earth in the centre. He decided to take a run at
the high spot, to avoid getting stuck. It concealed a manhole! His car
was not damaged, but he vowed it shook his teeth loose. The finance
chairman was taking a carload of friends, including her sister, visiting
from Minneapolis, to bingo, when she struck a manhole which was
protruding higher than the road. There was $500 damage to her car,
which had to be towed in. Town Foreman E. G. Anderson declared
there were warning signs at both spots, but she said she saw none.
It was indeed a difficult period for Gimli, with the excessive rain
coupled with the construction; but the work got completed, and things
improved. The council a year or so later, remembering the difficulties
resulting from the mud, decided to pave all of Gimli's streets. By then,
Violet Einarson was mayor.
Violet was elected Gimli's first woman mayor, in October, 1961,
defeating ailing incumbent Barney Egilson and Deputy Mayor Harold
Dalman.
While the paved roads were being made; it was necessary to
remove the gummy black mud competely and replace it with a sound
gravel base. This gumbo was used to fill a section of town between 5th
and 7th A venues, and 1st and 3rd Streets north, formerly referred to as
"the slough", and considered waste land. After it was thus built up, the
lots contained in it were sold for residential property, with the condition
that houses complying with National Housing Act regulations, with full
basements, be built within two years. This soon changed from a slough
to one of the choicest residential areas in town.
At the end of her first term, Harold Dalman ran against Violet
again, for mayor. She received 413 votes, he 259.
In 1963, Violet Einarson turned the sod for the new telephone
building, when Gimli received dial service. The old telephone building
on 1st Avenue was purchased by the town, and converted into a Town
Hall; still in use in 1974.
That same year, provincial assistance was finally obtained to build
a new modern bathhouse on the Gimli beach.
1965 was a difficult year for the town council, with many important decisions to be made. Pressure was put on the town to improve the
recreational facilities, and a referendum had passed narrowly to build a
new arena as a centennial project for 1967. But the council led by Violet
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Einarson decided that the project was too costly at the time, and it was
tabled without third reading. The town, instead, co-operated with the
R.M. of Gimli to build a library as their centennial project.
1965 was a difficult year for the council headed by Violet Einarson,
problems including controversy with the Evergreen Housing Development over water services, location of the new elementary school,
attempts by summer residents to lease the Gimli beach, bankruptcy of
Gim!i's newest industry, Shearmat, unsuccessful efforts to annex part
of the R.M. of Gimli, and daylight saving versus standard time.
Two men, ran against Violet Einarson for mayor that fall. She
received 407 votes, Norman Greenberg 179, and Harold Dalman 144.
In 1966, flooding was the big problem, and an EMO organization
was set up.
During this period a centennial committee had been working to
prepare for the Canadian centennial. Mayor Violet Einarson, as council
representative, attended almost every meeting, and presided at dozens
of functions during 1967, beginning with the raising of the centennial
flag on a chilly New Year's Eve, and lighting of the centennial bonfire
on the beach, and climaxing with the presentation of centennial certificates and pins to hundreds of senior citizens, when she wore her
centennial gown.
That fall she was opposed for mayor by Daniel Sigmundson, who
defeated her by two votes. For Violet, it meant almost disappearing
from the public eye for four years, to devote her time to her business,
which had suffered through her involvement in town affairs. She ran for
mayor again in 1969 against Daniel Sigmundson and Alex E. Shewaga.
This time Mayor Sigmundson captured 420 votes, with Violet receiving
297, and M r. Shewaga 97.
In 1971, when Daniel Sigmundson moved out of town, and was no
longer eligible to be mayor, Violet Einarson, urged by her supporters,
ran again, once more against two men, Norman Valgardson and Frank
Cronshaw. Her victory was decisive, and she reassumed the office of
mayor. Her energy and enthusiasm for the work had not lessened during her absence, and with the years in and out of office, she had gained
valuable experience. The office of mayor increases its demands on time
and thought each year. Added to the duties of the mayoralty was
membership on the three-person board of the Gimli Development Corporation, a heavy responsibility since 1972, membership on the advisory
committee for the Gimli Industrial Park, and meetings of various
boards under the council. Fast approaching is a third centennial for
Gimli, the 100th anniversary of the landing of the first Icelandic settlers
in 1875, and she is concerned about the difficulty of finding persons
willing to serve on the planning committee. Anyone who does consent
to work with her on this project will find she will give all the support of
which she is capable, which is a very large amount.
Violet Einarson was re-elected mayor of Gimli in October, 1974,
taking office for another three-year term, the only experienced member
of the council, since four new councillors were elected by acclamation,
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while she again defeated Norman Valgardson. With no SecretaryTreasurer for two months, until a new man arrived in December, her
years of experience were called upon to lead and guide the new council
in its decisions.

EINARSSON FAMILY
Einar Einarsson (b. 1838 d. 1921) from Audnir in Laxardal, in S.
Thingeyjarsysla, and his wife, Gudbjorg Grimsdottir (b. 1839 d. 1936),
from Oddstadir at Sletta, S. Thingeyjarsysla, did not see a bright future
for their six children at their farm, Hraun, in northern Iceland. The
short summers had been unusually cold and so little pasture and hay
grew that many sheep starved. Ships with supplies could not land as
the northern ports remained icelocked. In 1878 they disposed of their
belongings and moved to a port with the intention of emigrating to
Brazil. No ship could land that summer, and after waiting through the
winter they boarded the first passenger ship available which took them
to Canada in 1879.
Their first year in this country was spent at Gimli. They then
moved to Icelandic River (Riverton) but four years later another move
took them across the lake to Sand River, where there was plenty of hay
land and promising cattle country. Five families made the move.
Supplies had to be brought in from across the lake and in winter Einar
and some of his neighbours would walk along the lake to Selkirk and
bring back supplies on a hand sleigh - flour, coal oil, and bolts of cloth
to be sewn by hand into clothes for the family.
Life at Sand River was hard and had little variety. There were few
travellers, some friendly Indians. In summer whole famlies came
quietly in canoes, stayed briefly and left in the same manner.
Sometimes a woman would be startled as she turned from her stove to
see an I ndian, who had silently slipped in, sitting on the floor. After he
had been given some food he would leave as quietiy as he had come. The
Indians taught them how to gather and use wild rice, and the pleasures
of chewing spruce gum. The settlers also used wild berries, often mixing
it into their skyr.
For Christmas Gudbjorg made a candle for each boy and an apron
for Bina.
After four years at Sand River their house burned while the men
were away working and Gudbjorg was milking the cows. The three
younger children escaped out of the house, but nothing was saved. One
of the losses often lamented in later years was the few books they
owned. The settlement was failing, as no new people had come and
some had left, so Einarssons decided to move to Gimli. Gudbjorg went
to Winnipeg and worked in service for one month, earning four dollars
with which she purchased fifty pounds of flour, a bit of sugar, salt and
other necessities. Although transportation could probably have been
found, she, like many others, walked the distance from Winnipeg to
Gimli with her purchases in a sack on her back, to avoid the
extravagance of spending part of the hard earned money for a ride.
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In 1889 Einar homesteaded S.E. 12, Twp. 19, R3E, which he gave
the name of the farm where he was born in Iceland, Audnir. He and his
sons cut and squared logs to build a large house.
This home sheltered several people other than the immediate
family. A nephew, Kristinn Larusson, and a grandson, Einar Alex, were
brought up there. Einar's sister, Gudrun, brought her young daughter,
Sigridur Jonsdottir, there when they came from Iceland, and both lived
there for seven years, Gudrun longer. Others stayed there for shorter
periods. This pattern oftaking people in remained at Audnir after Einar
Jr. and his wife, Sigridur, built their fine new house.
Einar and Gudbjorg were honored on their golden wedding
anniversary with a large supper gathering at Audnir. Two large tents
were set up, the smaller one reserved for the men's refreshments, while
in the larger one relatives and friends from the district, the town of
Gimli and Winnipeg sat down to long tables groaning under the weight
of food. The couple was presented with a black leather handbag and
billfold containing five-dollar gold coins from the family, and friends
gave a clock which Johannes Sigurdsson presented. He reminisced
about his childhood, when his parents were neighbors of Einarssons in
Iceland, and how thankful he was when he came into Einarssons's home
as Gudbjorg was distributing food, and she divided her share for him
and his brother, Stefan. He also remembered how the boys of both
household had in spring satisfied their hunger pains by gathering birds'
eggs, which they put into their mitts, lowered into hot springs and then
ate.
Afi and Amma (Grandfather and Grandmother) spent the rest of
their days at Audnir. Afi loved his sheep and tended them with great
care, but milking the cows was Amma's chore. He carded wool and it
was of great concern to him when his hands were becoming knotted and
he soon would have to give up knitting fine stockings for the newest
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grandchild. Supplying socks and mitts for every member of the
household was a matter of course, and when Amma visited a neighbour
she would knit as she walked and as she sat and talked. During those
years Afi was able to accumulate some books, both poetry and prose,
which he enjoyed very much. They saw to it that their children all
learned to read and write fluently at home, not even having paper nor
pencil, but writing with a stick in the snow. The two youngest members
of the family were able to attend school for some time after they moved
from Sand River.
Their children who lived to become adults were: Kristjan,
Fridfinnur, Sigurdur, Asmundur, Gudrun lakobina and Einar.
1) Krist jan was born at Hraun in Adaldalur, South
Thingeyjarsysla in 1865 and died in 1952. He came to Canada with his
parents and was old enough to take part in their struggle the first years
in this country. He worked, first as chore boy where he was not always
treated or fed well, and later at sawmills and railroad building in
different parts of Manitoba. When he returned home he handed his
wages to his mother to use where the money was most needed.
After he had helped the family settle at Audnir, Kristjan
homesteaded S.W. Sec. 12, Twp. 19, R3E. This land he farmed until
1938 when he sold it to a nephew, Emil Fjeldsted.
Once when he and a neighbour, Olafur Sigurdsson, were fishing on
Lake Winnipeg, they were lost in a blizzard. With much difficulty they
reached home, but Olafur died the next day. Kristjan's lungs were
damaged and he was sick for a long time. To help his recovery and for
years afterward he took cod-liver oil.
As the grainfields in the area became larger, several of the farmers
bought a small threshing machine operated by horse power, but that
was not satisfactory, so Kristjan bought an upright steamer and
gradually paid the farmers their shares in the thresher. This he used to
thresh for his neighbours. The first steam engineer to run that machine
was Kristjan Gudmundsson, a one-armed man. The owner was
separator man. He hand-fed the thresher, cutting the twine off every
sheaf before it went into the machine. Two men stood at the grain spout
with bushel measures. When the measures were full they put the grain
into a sack, tied the top and put a mark on the side of the wooden
separator. There was a straw carrier on the machine but a man, or often
a man and a youth, had to take the straw from the carrier and build the
stack. That was a very dusty and unpopular job.
The second steamer was a Case and like the first was hauled
around by horses. By then Asmundur Einarson had taken over the
steam engineer'sjob. The last and largest steamer Kristjan bought was
an Advance-Rumely that travelled under its own power and was woodburning, as the others were. The last and largest threshing machine it
powered had a self-feeder and straw-blower, and the bushel measure
was no longer used. The steamer now lies buried in cement at the
former air base, where the boiler, with two other old-time boilers, was
used to heat the buildings during the 1940s.
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Though Kristjan never attended school he was a self-educated man
who owned and read many books. He subscribed to both Icelandic and
English papers, and studied a favorite subject, geography. When he
visited there was good but quiet talk.
Kristjan was a generous man who kept his own needs to a
minimum; few, if any, knew of all those he quietly helped. Among
organizations he financially supported were the Red Cross and
Manitoba Co-operative Dairies, the Lutheran Church of Gimli and
Betel, the senior citizens' home at Gimli. To each of these last two he
bequeathed one thousand dollars. He died in 1952.
2) Fridfinnur was born at Hraun July 14th, 1868 and died on
October 12th, 1956. He came to Canada with his parents in the spring
of 1879. He worked on the family farm, and later fishing on Lake
Winnipeg, also at a boat-building shop in Selkirk. He married Salbjorg
Jakobina Johannsdottir from Skagafjordur (b. Feb. 2nd, 1875, d. May
30th, 1949) and settled at Kelduland. The Minerva School and the
Minerva Hall were built on land donated by Jakobina and Fridfinnur.
They were interested in and took an active part in all community
affairs.
Fridfinnur built a kiln for the burning of limestone in the bank of a
creek, that ran through the farm. He gathered a large pile of limestone,
then with the help of a neighbour, Joseph Johnson, a fire was kept
burning day and night until sufficient lime was obtained. This lime
could be used in many ways, and was shared with relatives and
neighbours in the Minerva district. This was one more way the people
depended on their own resources.
He had few tools to work with, but he built his own rowboats and
skis, sleighs and toys for the children, also many items for the home and
farm. He was interested in landscaping the home grounds and planted
native shrubs and trees, and many of these are still standing.
Jakobina came to Canada at the age of sixteen and worked in
Winnipeg for approximately two years. She learnt how to cook, bake
and sew, and this was of great help to her after she was married and had
a family of her own. Visitors were always made welcome by Bina and
refreshments served.
There were five children:
I) Karl Olafur, (b. July 23rd, 1898, d. September 28th, 1968)
moved to Arborg in 1930 to operate the Arborg Garage, and later the
Drop-In Restaurant. He served for ten years as councillor of the R.M.
of Brifrost as well as in other public offices. He was a founding member
and treasurer of the Arborg Hospital Board and took an active part in
all community affairs. He married Edith Alice Boundy, and they had
two children; Alice Carol, married to Oscar Gudmundson; Karl
Douglas, married to Angela Weekes. There are two grandchildren,
Eileen Gudmundson and Mark Einar Einarson.
2) Gudbjorg Carolina, moved to Winnipeg in 1919, and worked
for the T. Eaton Company as a mail clerk. Now retired and living in
Winnipeg.
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3) Sigridur Johanna, (b. January 13th, 1901, d. April 8th, 1926)
attended the University of Brandon, and later Normal School in
Winnipeg. After obtaining her teacher's certificate, she taught school in
Cromer, Minerva, and Vidir, Man.
4) Sigrun, after completing a secretarial course at the Success
Business College, worked for three years in Riverton, then moved to
Winnipeg in 1925, and worked for the T. Eaton Company as a
secretary. Now retired and living in Winnipeg.
5) Palmi F., farmed on the original family farm in the Minerva
district for thirty-five years. Now retired. He married Violet Bergman,
and thei r children are:
Robert Lynn, who now farms on his father's farm. He is married
to Patricia Arnason; they have three children, Sherri, Brian, and
Michelle;
Judith Ann, married to Roderick MacKinnon, and living in
Langley, British Columbia, teaching, with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Home Economics:
Raymond Gary, married to Linda Sargeant, and teaching, with a
Bachelor of Arts degree, at Hartney, Manitoba.
Palmi and Violet have been active in the Minerva district, in 4-H
Club work and the Minerva Ladies Aid.
3) Sigurdur, who came with his parents and brothers and sisters
from Iceland in 1879, was born at Hraun. Though the two youngest
members of the family were able to attend school for a few years, the
older ones did not have that opportunity, but learned to read and write
fluently at home, not even having paper nor pencil, but writing with a
stick in the snow.
Sigurdur married Maria Johannsdottir on Dec. 31, 1897. She was
the daughter of Johann Jonsson and Sigridur Olafsdottir, who had
arrived with the first settlers in 1875, her brother Jon being the first
white child born in Gimli.
In 1902 they homesteaded on a farm in the Minerva district, five
miles from Gimli, where they lived the rest of their lives. Sigurdur was a
community-spirited man, and helped start many projects, such as the
school for the Minerva district, for which he chose the name. Later he
served as councillor for the R.M. of Gimli for three years, and was
secretary-treasurer of the Minerva School District for about 20 years.
Their children:
a) Vilhjalmur Stefan, (Willie), a fisherman on the west coast. He
married Elin (Ella) Benediktson, and they had one child, Wilma. He
died March 16, 1945, and his widow is a resident of the Betel Home in
1974.
b) Einar Alex, unmarried, a farmer in the Minerva district, on the
family farm, died Sept. 1962.
c) Haraldur, also a farmer in the district, now retired, married to
Kristjana Johnson. Their son Kenneth has a Bachelor of Science
degree, and is a sales manager for a Brandon firm, married, with four
children.
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Sigurdur Einarson Family of Audnum. Back: Stanley, Einar, Kris, Harry, Doddi.
Middle: Palmi, Ingi, Walter, Runa, Sigga. Front: Olla, Heida, Maria, Begga, Bogga.
Insel Sigurdur Einarson.

d) Bergthora taught school for many years in the Antler, Sask,
district, married Leonard G, Tait. They now live at Miami, Florida,
and have two sons, Leonard-Stanley and Allan.
e) Thoroddur Skafti, a Gimli fisherman, who married Elinborg
Erickson. Both are now deceased. He was also part owner of a butcher
shop in Gimli. They had three children, Eileen, who married Einar
(Buddy) Jonasson, mentioned more fully in the Jonasson story; Wallace
who has three children and lives at Williams Lake, B.c., and Lois, who
lives in Ottawa, is married with two children.
f) Palmi, farmer and fishplant worker, died in 1964. He married
Helga Arason, and they had no children, but raised in their home
Barry, the son of his brother Karl.
g) Stanley Sigurdson, a farmer, died Oct. 16th, 1961. Married
Herdis Helgason. They had four children, June Lenore, married at the
west coast with three children; Lillian Margaret, also married at the
west coast with four children; Sigurdur Stanley, married and living in
the United States, with two children, and Maria Stefanie Gail (Gail),
who is married and living in Toronto, after having travelled widely
throughout the world. Her husband is a television producer for the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.
Stanley was part owner of a butcher shop in Gimli for many years.
h) Gudrun Nanna (Runa), now widow of J. Ingvar (Ingi)
Ingimundson of Winnipeg, an electrician. Their children are Bruce
Ingimar, married with two daughters, and Joanna Maria, married with
one son.
i) Gudbjorg Florence, wife of Solvin Holm, a farmer, now retired
from farming, in the Gimli area. They have six children: Donald
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Magnus, married with four children, Joan Marlene, married with two
children, Sigurdur Hugh, married with three daughters, Adalheidur
Nancy, married with two children, Lester Otto and Sylvia Lynne,
twins. Lester works for Simpson-Sears in Winnipeg and Lynne teaches
school at Arborg.
. j) Sigridur Constance (Sigga) married Arnthor (Arthur)
Benediktson, a farmer in the Minerva district, now deceased. Their four
children are Sheila, Mrs. Tony Panteluk, on the home farm, with three
children; Constance (Connie) married to Ralph Magnusson of Gimli,
with four daughters; Moira Joan, married to Tom Cmikiewicz, now
working in Winnipeg, with four children; and Johann Arthur, married
to Gloria Arnold, with two daughters, lives at Waterloo, Ontario (See
Benediktson).
k) Ingvar (Ingi), was a carpenter at Gimli, deceased 1968. He
married Gudrun (Run a) Benediktson. Their three children are David, a
government accountant in Winnipeg, who married Marilyn Chudd of
Gimli and they have two children; Lynette, married to Gary Sisterson,
a corporal in the R.C.M.P. at Burnaby, B.c., with two sons; and
Vilhjalmur (Billy), who works at a paper mill at Port Alberni, B.C. He
and his wife Cheryl have one son.
I) Kristjan, an electrician in Winnipeg, married to Caroline
Hillmuth, with two children, Gail Maureen and Neil Gregory.
m) Olivia Svanhvit (Olla), married Stefan J. Stefanson. Their
story is more fully recorded in the Stefanson Family. They have five
children: Lorna Joyce, married to architect Terry Tergesen, with five
children; Sven, Soren, Stefan, Johann and Tristin. (See Tergesen
family). Stefan Ernest, (Ernest) a pharmacist and part owner of the
Viking Pharmacy, Gimli, married to Carolyn Johnson. Karen Maria,
(Maria) married to Gerry Bear of Selkirk, one daughter Laura.
Valdimar Warren, who graduated from the University of Winnipeg in
1974, receiving honours; and Erickson Elswood (Eric) (see Stefanson).
n) Adalheidur Maria, married to Sidney H. Bonser of Chicago,
with five children and eight grandchildren.
0) Karl Walter, a carpenter at Gimli, married Edda Arason. They
had ten children: Edwin Walter, married to Frances Scribner at Gimli,
with one son; Howard Leslie, Christine Marlene, (deceased), Donald,
who is married with two sons, and his twin, Diane, married with two
children; Christine Linda, married, Kathleen, married, Robert, Barry
and Wanda.
4) Asmundur, was born at Hraun in 1874. He was the most
lighthearted of the children and brought a pleasant ray to a gathering.
He liked company and singing, was quick with a joke or response. He
worked at various jobs besides being steam engineer. A fisherman, he
once travelled to the west coast of Canada where he worked in a fish
cannery.
Early in 1916 he joined the 108th Canadian Battalion and was
shipped overseas that same year. He fought in the battles at Hill 70 and
Passchendale in France. Although he was not wounded, time spent in
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the trenches took its toll on his health. He worked for some years at
Birkines, the farm of his cousin J. B. Johnson. He spent the last years of
his life at the Betel Home, dying in the 1940s.
5) Gudrun Jakobina, (Jakobina) married Gudmundur Fjeldsted, a
farmer of the Minerva district on the pioneer farm of Olduland. They
had six children: Andres; Helga, a teacher, who married Frid¥ik
Finnson of Vidir; Dr. Fridrik Fjeldsted, Brandon, deceased in 1973;
Emil; and Lovisa, Mrs. Alexander Johnson of Gimli. (see Fjeldsted
Family) and Sigurdur, who died in 1974.
6) Einar E., the youngest son of Einar and Gudbjorg, made his
home at Audnir for most of his life. Early in life he began fishing, and in
the 1890s, he formed a partnership with Fusi Arason from Kalvik in
Husavick. They operated fish camps in various places on Lake
Winnipeg, among them Reindeer and Horse Islands and Fisher Bay.
The partnership ended in 1917 when Einar built a large house at Audnir
and lived there, farming, until 1953, when the land was expropriated for
the extension of the Gimli air base. He had taken over operation of the
farm in 1906, and bought another quarter section a mile east called
Starasko. The house that was on this farm he moved to Gimli in 1908,
and it still stands at 118 Third Avenue, now the home of Helgi and
Maria Johannesson.
In 1914 he married Anna Sigridur Peterson, a school teacher from
Soleylandi, the next farm to Audnir. They made their home in the
house at Gimli until 1917 when they moved to Audnir. They had seven
children, one dying at birth.
For the next 30 years, their large home was full of people. It was
common to see from 14 to 16 people at a meal in the 1920s and 1930s.
There were their mothers, Gudbjorg and Steinunn, who died there in
1936 and 1941, respectively. Einar's father had died there in 1921 - a
well-built six-footer who never saw a doctor or dentist in his lifetime,
and still had a dark full beard and all his teeth when he died at 83 after
playing "cowboys" with Einar's three young sons, his grandsons. Einar
E.'s brothers Kristjan and Asmundur lived there, and also his nephew
Einar Alex, until the mid-twenties. His uncle by marriage, Larus
Gudjonsson, and his son James Larusson also stayed for long periods.
There was always a maid and perhaps two hired men, sometimes four,
and endless visitors. In the 1920s Einar began to work with Gisli
Magnusson, superintendent of public works for the federal government.
They built docks and breakwaters at many places on Lake Winnipeg,
including Gull Harbour, Hecla, Riverton, Hnausa, Victoria Beach,
Matlock, and Gimli. They also lifted houses and put foundations under
them, in Gimli.
In the 1939s Einar became a superintendent for the Department of
Transport, and held this position for over 30 years. He re-built and
repaired most of the harbour facilities on Lake Winnipeg during those
years.
Their children: Einar Jon married Margaret Charney. They had
two children, Hazel, who is married with two children, John and Judy,
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in San Mateo, California; and Peter, a construction worker in
Vancouver. Einar Jon worked as sheetmetal leadhand in aircraft
factories during the war, moved to B.C. in 1944, returning in 1950. He
worked as superintendent for Dominion Harbours and Navigation for
eight years, and spent some eleven years in northern Manitoba and
Alberta. He now lives at the family home at Starasko, which was built
by his father when Audnir was expropriated.
Sigurjon went fall fishing at the age of 13, and worked as a
fisherman until he joined the R.C.A.F. in 1940. He was shot down over
Berlin Jan. 30, 1944, on his 19th bombing mission.
Karl Herbert married Freda Bender, and they had two children,
Kathryn Sigrun and Iris Sharon. Took one year in Agriculture at the
University of Manitoba, and worked there till 1941, looking after the
hatching of game birds. In Sept., 1941 he joined the R.C.A.F. as a
radar mechanic, and saw service in Britain, attached to the R.A.F. He
was sent back to Canada in 1943 and re-mustered as a wireless gunner,
and was discharged as a sergeant in 1945. He worked as brakeman for
the C.N.R. until his death in a car accident while returning to Winnipeg
from Gimli July 25, 1950.
Sigurdur Bjorgvin lived with his parents, and the last two years of
his life with his brother Einar Jon. He died in 1974.
Osk Steinunn married Fred Bender of Winnipeg. They have two
children, Frederick Jon and Nancy Karlanna, Mrs. Ted Wiebe.
Osk worked at Betel and then trained as a nurse at Winnipeg
General Hospital, where she has worked most of the time since. Her
husband Fred works in a bank.
Kristbjorg Jacobina worked at Eaton's and later at Campbell
River and Cowichan Bay. She returned to Winnipeg and worked at
Eaton's for 25 years. She is now in the head office of the Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce, and married to Robert Whittaker, a
heating engineer for the provincial government.

STEFAN ELDJARNSON FAMILY
Stefan Eldjarnson was born in Iceland in 1883. He migrated to
Canada from Djupadal in Blonduhlid, Skagafjardarsysla, with his
mother Palina Sigridur Stefansdottir and his stepfather, Stefan
Eiriksson, in 1888, and after some time living in the village of Gimli,
where his half-brother Valdi Stefanson was born, they settled on a farm
a mile west of Gimli known as Nyibaer.
During his early years, Stefan worked at many jobs in Winnipeg,
including driving a horse-drawn taxi and a horse-drawn hearse for the
Bardal Funeral Home.
He married Ingigerdur Jonsdottir, daughter of Jon and Saeunn
Stefanson, in 1905, and they settled in the village of Gimli, where he
worked at many occupations, including operating a general store in part
of the old Gimli post office on First A venue run by Gudni
Thorsteinsson. He was also associated for a time with Lakeside Trading
Co., when it was operated by Kristjanson and Thordarson.
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Sealed: Palmi Sle/anson.
Sle/an Eldjarnson.

Slanding:

In 1913 he bought a farm a half mile west of Gimli, which he
operated for the rest of his life, in addition to his many activities in the
town, which included the duties of Clerk of the County Court for a
period in excess of 25 years; he served as County Court bailiff, and for
many years was Secretary-Treasurer of the R.M. of Gimli. He was
Secretary-Treasurer of the Gimli School Board, Justice of the Peace,
and a councillor of the R.M. of Gimli for 14 years. He was Acting
Secretary-Treasurer of the village of Gimli when Einar S. Jonasson was
M.L.A. for Gimli, and during Mr. Jonasson's illness.
The farm purchased in 1913 is still in the family, operated by his
bachelor son Kjartan.
After a year of poor health, he passed away in 1964, predeceased
by his wife in 1929, and by two sons.
His other remaining son, Victor married Margaret Amason,
daughter of Magnus and Gudrun Amason, and they live in Winnipeg,
but maintain a summer home at South Beach. They have three children,
Dennis, a car salesman in Toronto; Elva, married to Dale Gunness of
Winnipeg, and Robert.
Margaret Eldjamson's mother, now Mrs. Joyce, is a resident of
the Betel Home in Gimli.
EW ANCHUK FAMILY
The following material on this pioneer Ukrainian family was given
by one of the sons, Michael Ewanchuk, who has this year published a
book on the development of the Ukrainian settlement in the Gimli and
neighbouring districts. It is written in Ukrainian and will also be
published in English.
Wasyl Ewanchuk came to Canada in May, 1902, at the age of 26
years, from his native village of Kopychentsi, in the Ukraine. He
travelled west from Halifax, reaching East Selkirk, and travelled from
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there by a boat operated by Hannes Kristjanson, arriving in Gimli early
in June. Other settlers from the village arrived at the same time, including relatives of Stefan Humeny and I1ko Pomeranski, who took up
homesteads in 1900 in what is now the hamlet of Fraserwood.
Wasyl Ewanchuk got his first employment building a log home for
Wasyl Klym, who had arrived in 1901.
In the Ukraine Wasyl Ewanchuk had followed his father's occupation as builder. When his father died, he was only 16 years old, and had
to abandon the idea of continuing with his gymnasium education,
preparatory to university. When he arrived in Gimli he could converse
in Ukrainian, Polish, and German, but did not know any English or
Icelandic, to be able to adjust to life in "New Iceland".
During harvest he worked in southern Manitoba, around Napinka,
and returned to Gimli in the fall. In February, 1903 he married his
fiancee, Paraska Hansharek, and started to build a home in the village
of Gimli, becoming the first settler of Ukranian extraction to live in the
village. The four-room log structure was located in the northwest section of the village, and the Ewanchuks became the neighbours of Mr.
and Mrs. A. C. Baker. The home built in 1903 remained in use until
1965.
In 1907 Wasyl Ewanchuk sold his home to James Baker for $600,
and bought a farm, the NW quarter of 18-19-4E, from Albert (later the
Rev. Kristjanson) Kristjanson for $1200, making it the most expensive
160 acres to be bought in the Municipality of Gimli in 1907. His farming was more difficult than that of his neighbours, who had mostly got
their farms for a homestead fee of $10. This quarter-section of land
appears to have been the farm visited by Lord Dufferin in 1877 on his
visit to the Icelandic settlement. It later became part of the Gimli airbase when it was expropriated by the Department of National Defence.
The expropriation was also a financial loss to Wasyl, having to rebuild
during the war when materials and labor were costly.
Wasyl Ewanchuk was a sincere, honest, and forthright man, interested in community affairs, and a charter member of the Ukrainian
National Home in the Dnister district, serving on the executive as
treasurer and president. He was a trustee of Dnister School and later of
Lilac School. Despite the hardships of pioneer life, he loved his farm
and farm life.
Although interested in politics he never ran for office. He was an
active supporter ofT. D. Ferley when he was elected M.L.A. for Gimli,
and he was a fervent admirer of Dr. St. Clair Dunn.
He was a great believer in good education, and was very fond of
reading. His farm was located in a good place for access to the Gimli
High School for his children. During the early years in Gimli he was in
constant demand as a letter-writer for people wishing to communicate
with their relatives in the Ukraine. He passed away in November, 1948.
Paraska Ewanchuk was a kind, warm-hearted woman who devoted
her energies to bringing up her five children, and the duties of the farm.
She was a fine gardener, and according to the late Mrs. Katyryna
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Gretchen, she received her horticultural experience in her native village.
She always had a fine flower garden, growing many flowers from seeds
brought from the Ukraine. She liked visitors, and as she lived close to
the busy thoroughfare, many claimed kindred at her table. Following
the expropriation, she moved her cottage into Gimli in 1952, and passed
away in June, 1953.
Ewanchuk children:
Mary - the oldest, died when only a year old.
John is the oldest living member of the family. He attended Minerva and later Dnister School, went to work, then returned to take his
Grade VI II entrance examinations under his favourite teacher, Peter
Humeniuk. He completed high school at Gimli, where he was also
known as Ivan. He admired the work of Miss S. Stefansson, who has
related how he told her he could be called Ivan due to the number of
.. Johns" in the class.
In 1927 he left for Detroit, Michigan, where he married Stephania
Bartosh in 1933. While working he attended college, graduating with
his B.A. He was employed by the Michigan Gas Company as statistician. He moved to Chicago, where he still lives, now retired from active
business but working in brokerage on a part-time basis. For over 30
years he has been an executive member on the audit board of the Ukrainian National Association in the U.S.A., the largest Ukrainian
organization in the life insurance field, with headquarters in Jersey
City, N.J. It publishes a Ukrainian language daily, "Svoboda", which
first published information about early Ukrainian settlers in the Willow Creek and Pleasant Home districts near Gimli.
John and Stephania have two daughters, Claudia, a graduate of
Roosevelt University, is married, and employed as a teacher in
Chicago. Joni has her B.A., Bachelor of Fine Arts, and M.A. from the
University of Chicago, and is assistant professor of fine arts, living with
her parents at Morton Grove, Illinois.
Nettie is the only daughter of Wasyl and Paraska. She married
Roman Bohonos of the Dnister district. While he was employed as a
section man for the C.P.R. they lived in Haywood, Plum Coulee, and
Riverton. "Roy" died in 1945 and Mrs. Bohonos lived in Gimli, later
moving to Winnipeg where she lives now. There are three sons: Walter,
a sergeant with the armed forces; Bohdan (Bob) with the Department of
Health and Social Development, and Peter, an electrician. All are
married. Mrs. Bohonos has nine grandchildren.
Michael Ewanchuk, on completing high school, worked and
studied in Detroit for three years, attending Wayne University. Returning to Canada he became a school teacher, and obtained his B.A.
and B.Ed. degrees from the University of Manitoba before the war,
later receiving his M.Ed., and an F.C.C.T. by being made a Fellow of
the Canadian College of Teachers. He taught school in East Selkirk,
North Springfield, and before joining the R.C.A.F. was principal of
Cartwright High School. He married a teacher, Muriel Smith, and they
continue to reside in Winnipeg.
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During thc war hc scrved with thc R.C.A.F. retiring with the rank
of Flight Licutcnant. On his rcturn from the armed forces he was appoi ntcd I nspcctor of Schools, becomi ng the fi rst grad uate of Gi mli
High School to scrvc in that capacity. He worked in the Roblin and
Carman arcas, and for the last 18 years before his retirement in 1973
was e1cmcntary and secondary school inspcctor in Winnipeg. He is a
mcmbcr of thc Manitoba Historical Society, the Humanities Association, thc Winnipcg Branch of the United Nations, and some Ukrainian
cultural organizations such as thc Ukrainian Cultural Centre and the
Ukrainian Frcc Acadcmy of Sciences. He was Dominion president of
thc Canadian Associ-ation of School Superintendents and Inspectors,
and thc prcsidcnt of thc Manitoba Alumni Association. At the present
timc hc is an advisory mcmber of the senate of St. Andrews College in
Winnipcg, and has writtcn the history of the Development orthe Ukrainian Scttlemcnt in thc Gimli. and Neighbouring Districts. It is to be
publishcd in book form carly in 1975 in Ukrainian, and then fe-written
in English. He is continuing further research in the Interlake area.
Peter Ewanchuk attended Dnister School, Gimli High School, and
took Grade XII in Teulon. He left for Windsor, Ont. where he took a
commercial course and was employed as insurance agent. On returning
to Gimli he taught school at Felsendorf and was employed as an auditor
at CFB Gimli. He lived in Chicago for a few years, later moving to the
Niagara peninsula. He and his wife Doris had two children. Their son
William was killed in a car accident in 1969. Their daughter Darcia is
employed at Brock University.
Alexander attended Gimli and Teulon High Schools and later
graduated from the University of Manitoba with B.A. and B.Ed.
degrees. He taught school at Sky Lake and Lilac Schools, later
teaching in Gimli, becoming the first teacher of Ukrainian extraction to
teach in the Gimli School District. He was interested in sports and was
a good ball player. In Lilac School he organized a fine youth club. In
later years he taught in West Kildonan and Winnipeg. During the war
he was a Flying Officer in the Cadet Corps. He moved to Toronto
where he was a teacher of social sciences in the Forest Hill Village
school district, and also taught physical education. He passed away in
Toronto in 1958 and was buried in the Ukrainian pioneer cemetery five
miles west of Gimli.

THE GUNNSTEINN EYOLFSON FAMILY
M r. and Mrs. Gunnsteinn Eyolfson were both members of pioneer
Riverton families, and were the first of their families to make their
home in Gimli, when they moved here in 1952, when Sigga, a school
teacher, obtained a position teaching at Goulding School, after having
taught IS years at Riverton in the primary room. Her first school was
Thor School, near Baldur.
Gunnsteinn was a diesel engineer, working on numerous boats,
such as the Gilbert, the Charles, and the Radium Queen, for the
Northern Transportation Company of Edmonton, Alta. He spent 16
summers in the north, sailing on Great Bear Lake, Great Slave Lake,
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the Mackenzie River, and as far north as Aklavik near the Arctic coast.
He passed away April 23, 1964.
Mr. and Mrs. Eyolfson were blessed with five children, all
delivered by their good friend, Dr. S. O. Thompson of Riverton,
Gunnsteinn's uncle by marriage.
Fortunately Sigga was still teaching when her husband was
suddenly· taken from them, so she managed to educate her children for
their chosen careers. She had very little time for community activities,
spending many summers taking courses in the city. The family were
members of the Unitarian Church, and attended services when
available, but Mrs. Eyolfson says she never believed in forcing her
children to attend any specific church, as she felt they should make their
own decision when they grew to maturity; however, they learned their
prayers and heard Bible stories. They joined the youth group at the
Lutheran Church and took their turn at reading the Scripture at youth
services.
One community project they undertook as a family, was the inviting of a number of old friends from the Betel Home, to their home.
They would send a taxi for them at Christmas, and sometimes had as
many as 14 in their home at once. It was a highlight of their 'Iife, but
when her husband passed away Sigga was no longer able to carryon
this pleasant project.
Their children: Clarice Laura, a school teacher, married to Lt. Col.
Marc Demers, son of Judge and Mrs. Demers of Montreal. They have
travelled extensively, having been posted to Centralia, Gimli, Texas,
Kingston, (where Marc attended university) Lahr, Germany, where he
was an aide to General Leonard Chichougamau, where he was commanding officer last year, and now to Ottawa, where he is Aide to the
Minister of Defence. They have two children, Lori-Ann and Michael.
Christine Ruth, a stenographer, is married to Roy Anderson of
Gimli, who was a mink rancher but is now employed at Calverts. They
have two daughters, Kerry-Lorraine, and Joan. Roy is an ardent curler,
and he and Ruth both bowl. Ruth has been a Brownie leader.
Johannes Keith and Gunnsteinn Marvin are twins. Keith
graduated in Pharmacy in 1970, and is presently a pharmacist at the
Johnson Memorial Hospital and Viking Pharmacy. He married
Davilyn Dembinsky, also a pharmacist, and they have three sons: Kris,
Aaron, and Johann. They are both ardent Scuba divers, Keith being an
instructor. He is a keen curler and a member of the Kinsmen Club of
Gimli. Davilyn spent a month in Israel shortly before the crisis in 1973,
visiting her sisters, who live in a kibbutz.
Marvin is a graduate in electronics technology from the Manitoba
Institute of Technology, and graduate of the University of Manitoba
with a B.Sc. in engineering. He is presently employed in the marketing
department of Manitoba Hydro and is unmarried. During his high
school years he played guitar in Steve Dowhan's orchestra. Both boys
were music pupils of Oli Thorsteinson, Keith on piano and Marvin on
violin, completing their grade VI. examinations.
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Linda Sigrid Irene, a stenographer, married Garth MacDonald
Ross of North Bay, Ont. They make their home in Edmonton, where
Garth is a pilot for Wardair Ltd. Linda was a stenographer at the
University of Winnipeg and University of Edmonton, and for the past
five years has been employed by the Pool Construction Company of Edmonton. They have no children.
Sigga Eyolfson retired from teaching when Goulding School
closed, after teaching for 35 years. She is now a member of the New
Horizons Club.

MR. AND MRS. STEINI FINNSON
Steini Finnson's parents were Margret Bjarnadottir, born in
1867, and Gudmundur Jonsson Finnson, born 1868, both from
Hunavatnssysla, Iceland. They were married in Iceland, and a few
years later, in 1888, they came to Canada. They remained in Winnipeg
for a few years before moving to the Gimli area where they settled on a
farm. Margret passed away in 1939, and Gudmundur in 1944. They
had a family of ten children, but many did not reach maturity, and
others have died since. Today only three remain. I. Helgi married
Lydia Nightingale. He is now retired, at Steep Rock, Manitoba, having
for many years worked at the cement plant there. They have four
children: (a) Doreen, Mrs. Neilson, who lives at Steep Rock, (b) Helga,
Mrs. Anderson, of Winnipeg, (c) Franklin, and (d) Loraine, Mrs.
Warren, of Winnipeg. 2. Steini, married to Johanna Johnson, was both
a farmer and a fisherman, and at this time, 1974, is still fishing on Lake
Winnipeg. 3. Gusta, was the wife of Haraldur (Halli) Bjarnason, who
operated a store in Gimli for many years before the family moved to
Victoria, B.C. Halli passed away very recently. They had a family of
five children. More details will be found in the Bjarnason family story,
elsewhere in this section of the book.

Mrs. Margaret Finnson and daughter
Gusta.
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Steini's wife Johanna (Joa) was the daughter of Johannes and
Bothildur Johnson, who came from Iceland about 1888. (See Johannes
and Bothildur Johnson). Johanna is an active worker in the Lutheran
Women's Association. The Finnsons have three sons: 1. Ernest Alexander, who works for an electrical company in Winnipeg, is married to
Joyce McKenzie, and they have two children, Deborah and David, both
at school. 2. Walter Roy, who is unmarried, lives in Kenora, Ontario,
where he works for Shane electrical company. 3. Einar Mundi, works in
Winnipeg as an upholsterer. He is unmarried.

FIRMAN FAMILY
Alexander Firman and his wife, Eva Wycznivestski arrived at the
port of Halifax on the S.S. Palatia in 1899, from Galicia, bringing with
them their children John, Florence, Anne, Stella, and Paul.
They settled on a homestead south of Gimli. They had to take the
train to Teulon and walk from there to their land, through bush and
swamp. Paul Firman, four years old at the time, recalled his mother
having one child on her back and himself suspended from her arms by
her apron, as she waded through the swamps.
When Paul was 18, he invested in a steam engine for sawing
lumber, with which he sawed lumber for his own district and at Ames,
for many years. He also travelled through much of the Interlake with a
steam threshing outfit.
Paul married Florence Bobrovich, and they had five children,
Arthur, Archie, Paul Jr., Margaret, and Stanley. Paul operated the
farm homesteaded by his parents.
When his sons grew up, they reactivated the lumber operation he
had engaged in as a young man. They bought a modern sawing outfit,
and produced much lumber from the large spruce trees still growing on
the farm. They used a bull-dozer to pile the logs onto the sawing table,
and had their equipment beside a creek into which they pushed the sawdust where it could decompose into earth.
The farm by then had been largely put under cultivation, with
wheat and flax growing well. A herd of mixed cattle and a flock of
chickens supplemented the family income.
In the late 1960s the Firman brothers purchased the Cherniak
Brothers Sales and Service business on Centre Street, and most of them
moved into Gimli, including their parents. The youngest son, Stanley
lives on the farm, and besides operating it, worked for years at the
Gimli armed forces base, and now works at the Industrial Park.
Arthur Firman married Lillian Hokanson of Riverton. They have
five children, Evelyn, who was a hairdresser and is now married to
Allan Goodman, with a daughter, Carla; Calvin, who works at
Calverts; JoAnn, who works in Winnipeg; Patsy and Neil at school.
Calvin has been very active in hockey, and the girls skilful figure
skaters. Lillian was president of the Gimli Figure Skating Club. Arthur
and Paul Jr. are partners in Firman Motors. Archie is single, and works
for Manitoba Hydro.
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Paul Jr. married Anne Kravetz. They lived in Winnipeg until he
became a partner in the garage. They have two children, Diane and
Dennis.
Margaret married Charles Stewart. They have three children,
Leslie, Linda, and Karen. They live in Winnipeg.
Stanley married Shirley Urbanski and their children are Ronnie,
Sharon and Tracy. Besides farming, Stanley drives a school bus.
Paul Firman Sr., who also worked in the garage prior to his death,
was a friendly, outgoing man with a smile for everyone. He passed away
in 1971 after several bouts of illness. His widow lives in Gimli. She was
the daughter of John Bobrovich and his wife Elizabeth Kretowski, also
pioneers in the south Minerva district, who had eight children, Mary,
Frances, Florence, Nellie, Katherine, Joseph, Stanley, and Peter.
Joseph farmed on the family homestead, and he and his wife both passed away in 1974. His son Paul operates the farm, now. Peter is also
deceased.
GUDMUNDUR AND JAKOBINA FJELDSTED
Gudmundur Fjeldsted was born November I, 1872 on the farm
Hamraendum in Borgarfjordur, southwestern Iceland, the eldest of ten
children. His parents were Thorbergur Andresson and Helga Gudmundsdottir. Thorbergur hired a teacher who lived on the farm and
taught all the children of the household.
In the summer of 1886, when Gudmundur was thirteen, he came to
Canada with a family friend, and found work on a farm outside of Winnipeg. Before he was hired, the farmer asked Gudmundur what he
thought was an odd question - "Do you eat raw eggs?" - to which he
answered no. Soon he found out why he had been asked. The chore boy
was expected to be the first one up in the morning, to light the fire in the
kitchen stove, feed the horses so that they would be through eating when
the farmer came out, and work all day, so poorly fed that soon he was

CudmunduI" Fie/ds/ed.
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eating raw eggs he found in the stalls and directing streams of milk into
his mouth as he milked the cows. He did not stay there long as another
place was found for him where he was better treated and fed.
The following year the rest of the family came to Canada and with
them he moved to Hecla Island, where they lived for three years. During that time his mother died.
Gudmundur worked at various jobs, shovelling gravel on the
railroad being built in the Glenboro district, fishing on Lake Winnipeg,
and working on boats on the lake and the Red River. He later recalled
vividly the last voyage of the boat Red River, loaded with freight in the
hold, the decks boarded in to hold sawdust for icehouses up north. Captain Marshall was in charge and Jon Stevens Sr., who later became captain, was the mate. When the Red River passed the Narrows, high
waves began to dash over the decks and the sawdust became a sodden
mass which proved too much for her, and she sank. The crew took to
the yawl. Jon Stevens, a resourceful man, had the foresight to take
along flour, some pork and other food, and set to work making bannock and frying pork as soon as they finally got to shore.
In 1890 Gudmundur moved to Winnipeg where he worked longest
as a teamster for a dray and feed business. Moving to Gimli in 1898, he
worked at building the pier in the winter of 1899-1900.
In 1901, Gudmundur married Jakobina (Bina) Einarsdottir, born
July 13, 1876 at Hrauni. South Thingeyjarsysla (see Einarssons, Audnum). After her family moved to Gimli from Sand River, she was able
to attend school for some time and for two winters was a student at a
handicraft school founded and taught by Gudrun, wife of Hannes
Hannesson, the merchant. There she learned cutting and sewing from
Canadian patterns, and various kinds of embroidery and crocheting.
She worked in Winnipeg for a few years, first in a dressmakers' shop
and then in a tailor's shop. In 1902 the couple settled on a farm he
purchased, Olduland, three miles southwest of Gimli. There they lived
for 42 years. To supplement the farm income, Gudmundur freighted
fish on Lake Winnipeg during the winters.
After the first registered bull (named Gimli de Kol as it was the
first registered Holstein sold by the Selkirk Mental Hospital to the
Gimli area) was bought, a fine dairy herd was gradually built up. When
more milk was produced, Gudmundur got a contract from a Winnipeg
dairy for himself and his neighbors to ship milk. They formed a ring to
gather the milk cans which were hauled by horses to the railway station.
They had to be up ahead of the sun, going from the farm, to get this
done before the train passed through Gimli at 7 a.m.
More than 120 acres were cleared, and trees planted, to make it an
attractive and productive farm. Gudmundur helped his neighbors with
sick animals, particularly horses. Bina, like so many farm wives of her
time, milked cows, raised poultry and a garden.
Bina took an active part in the community life and was one of the
founding members of the Minerva local of the United Farm Women of
Manitoba, and president at one time.
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Around 1920 the farmers of Manitoba felt that their interests were
not being taken care of by the government and the United Farmers of
Manitoba was quite active. Gudmundur was prevailed upon to run as a
candidate and was elected to the provincial legislature in 1920. Thomas
Norquay was the Liberal Premier, and Robson was head of the
farmers' party. In 1922 the U.F.M. party gained power, with John
Bracken as premier, but after serVIng two years in the legislature Gudmundur returned to the farm. The farmers' party gradually dwindled
away, swallowed up by the Liberal party. At home Gudmundur served
as a municipal councillor for four years.
The Fjeldsteds sold their farm in 1942 and retired to the town. Bina
enjoyed her many hobbies and plants. Gudmundur worked in his garden
and continued his life long love of reading. His favorite books were the
Icelandic Sagas, a set of which he owned, and could quote large portions from them. He was a member of the Icelandic Library for many
years, and president for six. In 1952 he was made an honorary member. For years he spent Sunaay mornings there, lending books and often
selecting new ones. He donated most of his own books to the library.
Gudmundur was a founding member of the Gimli Chapter of the
Icelandic National League, being vice-president, then president for
several years.
Their last years were spent at the Betel Home where Bina was an
invalid for over a year before she passed away in 1959. Gudmundur's
mind was still active despite his advanced years, until his death in 1961.
Their children:
Sigtryggur (Tryggvi) born 1902, took a business course and
became a bookkeeper on Georges Island during the summers. He
bought fish at Gypsumville for the Gimli Fisheries during the winters,
still keeping on with fall fishing. He had bought some land before his
untimely death in 1929.
Andres, born 1903 - He attended Manitoba Agricultural College
for one winter, then worked in agriculture at home and various places,
fishing during the winters. He was assistant to the Fish Guardian on
Lake Winnipeg for one summer and the following summer was Fish
Guardian for the southern end of the lake. He married Agnete Gunnarson of Arborg and they lived and farmed in the Framnes district for
many years. He was secretary of the Framnes School for over 15 years
and also a trustee. He served as a director of the Arborg Credit Union
and the Arborg Farmers' Co-operative. When the Co-op elevator was
organized in Arborg he canvassed the Framnes district. They retired in
1973. Their children are:
Jon, Senior Supervisor Zurich Insurance, Scarborough, Ont.,
married Madge Main. Thor, manager Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce, Thunder Bay, Ont., married Dixie Stonehouse. Halldor,
manager for Berg Warner Acceptance, Saskatoon, is married to
Cynthia Easton. Andres and Agnete have four grandchildren.
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Helga, born April 24, 1905 - She attended high school in Gimli
and Normal School in Winnipeg. After taking teacher training, she
taught for six years, at Minerva and at Lowland in the Vidir district.
She married Fridrik Finnson of Vidir and they have farmed in Vidir for
44 years. She has been president of the Vidir Ladies Aid and was a
founding leader of the Lowland 4-H Sewing Club.
Their children are:
Dora, taught school before marrying Numi Fridfinnson, a farmer
in the Arborg district.
Tryggvi, married Anne Sigvaldason and farms the home farm in
Vidir.
Hilda, a nurse, married Morris McPhail, a farmer at Belmont,
Manitoba.
Kristin, taught school and worked as a bank teller before marrying
Asgeir Magnusson, a Vidir farmer.
Kristjon, married Josephine Fedorchuk, farms in the Framnes district.
Carol, married Joe Erlendson of Arborg. A former teacher, she
now works for the Interlake Development Corporation Inc.
Fridrik and Helga have twenty grandchildren.
Fridrik, born 1906 - He graduated from the University of
Manitoba with a degree in medicine and· practised in Birtle and Winnipeg before going to Brandon, where he practised for 31 years and was
a long time president of the Brandon General Hospital medical staff.
He married J onina Landy, a nurse. Fridrik had a life-long interest in
sports, taking an active part in them during school and university days,
and was the team doctor to the Brandon Wheat Kings hockey team for
over 25 years. Fridrik, while still active in his practice, passed away
suddenly June 12, 1973. Their children are:
Fredrick, a high school teacher, lives with his wife Cecelia and
daughter Erika, in Dauphin.
Donald, a lawyer, and his wife Lois live in Brandon.
Emil, born 1912, has spent most of his life in agriculture, first on
the family farm, then on his own where he has lived since 1942. He also
did carpentry work at Pickle Crow, Winnipeg, and Thompson. He was
a director for the Gimli Credit Union.
Lovisa, born 1915, helped at home until she married Alexander
Johnson, son of Bothildur and Johannes Johnson of Gimli, mentioned
elsewhere. Lovisa has given help with various projects, such as the
Brownies, the 4-H Club, and others. They have four children:
Elva, Mrs. Robert Corbin, of Winnipeg. Their children are
Timothy and Jacqueline.
Sandra, Mrs. Daniel Yackoboski, of Winnipeg. Their children,
Kerry, Chris, and Colleen.
Emily is married to Michael Boyko, and they make their home in
Dugald, Manitoba.
Allan, who lives at home.
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Asgeir, the youngest, was born in 1918. He worked on the farm,
and fished until his parents' retirement. He has been a construction
worker for many years. He married Lovisa Margret Gudjonson, and
they make their home north of Gimli, along the lake. Their children
are:
Brian Gerald married Ingrid Jonsson. He works at Arborg for
Bucko Contruction of Ledwin. They have a son and daughter.
Ingrid Brenda, a graduate of the University of Manitoba as an occupational therapist, works at the Children's Hospital in Winnipeg.
Colleen Lovisa, and Bradley Jonas Asgeir, both attend school in
Gimli.

THE GEIRHOLM FAMILY
Sveinn Markusson Geirholm was born at Reykjavik, Iceland, in
1878, the son of Markus Gudnason and his wife Elsabet Snorradottir.
Sveinn was brought up at Thyrli in Hvalfirdi until he was 14 years of
age, when he started to earn his own living on farms in the area. He
came to Canada in 1902 at the age of 24 and settled in Winnipeg, where
he worked as a painter and carpenter. In 1905 Sveinn married Ingibjorg
Jonsdottir from Hlidarenda in Olfusi, who had been born in 1879. Her
parents were Jon Gudmundsson and Ingibjorg Loftsdottir.
In 1908 Sveinn and Ingibjorg came to Gimli with their young son
Haraldur, who passed away in 1921 at the age of 14. They had lost infant twin sons while residing in Winnipeg. They built a small home and
he started fishing and doing carpentry and painting. They had a cow,
and I ngibjorg sold milk to the neighbours at 25 quarts for one dollar.
After settling in Gimli they had three more children: Kjartan Valdimar,
Florence Elizabeth Palina, and Oscar Sigurdur. Ingibjorg passed away
in 1936.
In 1937 Kjartan (Kardy) married Gudny (Gwen) Thorfinna
H elgason of Ames. Her father, Thorfinnur Helgason was born in 1865
at Aslaksstodum, Iceland and died in 1916; her mother Marsibil
Jonatansdottir was born in 1877 in Vatnsdal, Hunavatnssysla, and died
in 1955. Kardy and Gwen have three children, Va/dine Deanne Thorbjorg, Leslie Harold and Francine Marsibel. I. Valdine married Richard
Larus Bjornson. They live in Fraserwood, where Richard manages the
Fraserwood Creamery, and their children are: Kent Larus, Sharon
Roy, Blair Kjartan, and Dean Richard. Valdine completed her grade 12
in Gimli and before her marriage worked for two years for the provincial government in the accounts branch of the Department of Mines and
Natural Resources in Winnipeg. 2. Leslie married Sheryl Nagler from
Winnipeg, an X-Ray technician, and he took the Jewish faith. They
now have a baby daughter, Sara Marie, and reside in Red Deer, Alberta. Leslie was educated in Gimli, completing grade 12 in Winnipeg. He
has worked on the staff of the Winnipeg Tribune, then with the Albertan in Calgary, and is now advertising manager of the Red Deer Advocate. 3. Francine married Vincent Guy Palson, of Ames. They reside
in Gimli where Vincent is presently employed at Lake Winnipeg Boat
Works, at Gimli Industrial Park. They have a daughter, Elizabeth
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Frances, a son, Timothy Guy died in infancy. Francine received her
education in Gimli and worked at various intervals at Kardy's
Hardware, both before and since her marriage.
Florence married Albert Roy Ingham, whose parents had brought
him from England when he was an infant. Roy has been employed with
Westee1 of Winnipeg all his adult life.
Oscar, youngest of the Geirholm children, did not marry. He was
employed most of his life on construction work with heavy equipment.
He passed away in 1970, aged 54. His father, Sveinn, passed away in
1962 at the age of 83. All the deceased members of the family have been
laid to rest in the Gimli Community Cemetery.
Kardy left school at the age of 14 to go fishing on Lake Winnipeg;
this he continued to do, mostly during the winter months, until about
1944. For two winters several years before that he had fished on Lake
Anicinabe, north of Kenora, Ontario, taking a team of5 dogs with him;
his wages for himself and his dog team were $50 per month. His first
fishing experience was in 1924 when he went to Granite Quarry with his
father. In the same camp was another young man, Siggi Gislason and
his father Jon, from Riverton. The odd thing was that Kardy did not see
Siggi again until 1973 while angling at the Hnausa dock. They started
talking and learned each other's identity, yet they had lived only about
30 miles apart all those years.
Kardy has been a member of the Gimli Chamber of Commerce for
a number of years. He was a member of Lisgar Lodge No.2, A.F. and
A.M., Selkirk, and is now a member of Viking Lodge, No. 175, A.F.
and A.M., of Gimli. He has recently become a member of Selkirk
Chapter No. 35, Order of the Eastern Star. Kardy served on the Gimli
Cemetery Board for many years, being appointed as guardian of said
cemetery in 1962, a position he holds today. He served on the Town
Council for two terms. He has been a member of the Icelandic Festival
committee for a number of years.
Gwen received her education in a one-room public school, Arnes
South, taking grade 9 at Gimli. She worked doing housework from the

Karch's Hardll'are F/oal. Here/is Thordars(}J; s{)illning, Jon Asmllndson
slrelching "'001, Johanna CooneI' knilling,
Emma Renesse carding, Joe Johannson
[lulling .fleece aparl, S)'einn Geirholm
reading sagas 10 Ihe grout).

GlI'en and Kar(h Geirholm.
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time she left school until her marriage, usually earning $5 per month,
plus board and room. The highest wages were $8 per month, but
everyone considered themselves very fortunate to have employment,
despite low wages.
The tinsmithing business that Kardy and his father had built up
needed someone to keep the accounts, so Gwen learned to do this and
has continued to this day to do the bookkeeping connected with their
business. Little by little the shop became a hardware store, and the
tinsmithing was gradually moved out the back door to their home garage, to make way for the growing hardware stock.
Gwen joined the Gimli Good Neighbors about a year after the
organization was formed, and remained a member until it was disbanded. She held the offices of treasurer, secretary, and president at
different times throughout the years. In 1951 she took over as manager
of the Gimli Credit Union until five years later when she switched to the
board of directors, then served as president. In 1959 she was appointed
to the supervisory board, and still serves on this board. In 1957 she was
elected to the board of directors for the Gimli Community Cemetery. In
1962 Kardy and Gwen were appointed as cemetery guardians, and as
secretary and treasurer respectively, positions they still hold. Gwen is a
member of Selkirk Chapter No. 35, O.E.S. She has been welfare chairman for the local cancer society, for a number of years, and at present is
secretary for the Gimli and District United Way. Gwen was active on
the Memorial Centre board, and figure skating club. She has worked
hard for the annual carnivals, and made the queen's robe.
An interesting coincidence in the Geirholm's history is the fact that
five different Dr. J ohnsons have attended at the births of all the children
and grandchildren of Kardy and Gwen.

EINAR GISLASON THE BOOKBINDER
Einar Gislason, known as Bok Bindari (the Book-Binder) was
born in Hergisey, Iceland Sept. 1853. He married Thorhildur
Halfleidsdottir from Svefneyjum in Breidafjordur, who was born Mar.
6, 1855.
They came to Canada around 1888 with three children, Jon,
Sigridur, and Gudrun. Their oldest child, Kristin, was left with foster
parents in Iceland. They settled at Church bridge, Sask. for a short
while, then moved to the Fort Rouge area of Winnipeg. They had two
more sons, Gudmundur Hafsteinn, born at Churchbridge, and Karl
Eyolfur, born in Winnipeg. The latter died in Detroit in later life.
When they moved to Selkirk Jon, who was already working for $8
a week, was left in Winnipeg with an Icelandic family. After being in
Selkirk for a short time, Einar and his family moved to Gimli, where he
built a house on Third Avenue (later occupied by Sam Sigurdson) and
built a shop (now the renovated home of Steve Slywka) for his bookbinding business. He was a professional skilled bookbinder, trained in
Iceland, and was kept busy binding books for the whole of New Iceland
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Thorhildur. wife of Einar Gislasoll the
book binder.

Einar Gislason (Einar the book binder).

as well as customers in Winnipeg. He remained in Gimli the rest of his
life.
Einar and Thorhildur were active in the community, especially in
dramatics and other cultural activities. Einar was self-educated and
could read and write in six languages, Icelandic, Norwegian, Danish,
Swedish, German, and English. They were a very hospitable couple,
and many people stayed in their home. They would have their
grandchildren staying with them all summer, going home in the fall
happy and healthy. One year Mr. and Mrs. Sam Einarson boarded with
them, before moving to Arborg. Sam was known as Sammy Tin,
because he was a tinsmith. Mr. and Mrs. Gudmundur Christie and their
foster son Billy boarded with them one year, and Elli Johannson and
Gunnar Johnson, partners in draying, boarded there. Larus (Fusi)
Thorarinson, one of four orphaned children, of Larus Thorarinson and
his wife Lillie, was adopted by them. His brother Ingi was adopted by
Larus Benson, and Bjossi and Emma Eyjolfson adopted a sister, Irene
Thorarinson (Thorinson).
The sons of Einar Gislason had the family name legally changed to
Gillies, which did not please him. The oldest son, Jon, became a skilled
grocer and established a business in Winnipeg which is still run by his
son Jon Norman, who is a skilled meat handler.
Jon married Inga Johnson of Arnes. Jon was called Jack, and two
sons and two grandsons carry the name Jon or Jack after him. His
oldest son Jack passed away in 1922.
John Norman, (Norman) has four grown children. His son John
has been assisting him in the store.
N orman recalls that his brother Eythor Franklin and he attended
Jon Bjarnason Academy, and Icelandic language classes on Saturdays.
His parents were staunch members of First Lutheran Church. He had a
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sister, Gladys Steinunn and and a younger brother, Emil August.
Einar's daughter Sigridur (Sarah) married William Crane of Selkirk.
Their son George Crane was brought up during much of his youth by
his grandparents at Gimli, Einar and Thorhildur, and married a Gimli
girl, Thelma Isfjord, who is now deceased.
Gudrun (Runa) married and moved away to the west coast.
Jon Gillies is in 1974 a resident of the Betel Home, 95 years of age,
with failing memory but fairly good health.
Norman Gillies is well known in Gimli, from spending his
summers with his grandparents. Kardy Geirholm was one of his close
trIends as a boy. When hIS grandparents first settled here around 1914,
they kept a cow and other livestock, and his gnmdfather cut grass for
the campers, using a scythe, a home made wooden rake, and a selfdrawn hay rack wagon.
Einar the Book Binder passed away Feb. 9, 1943, at the home of
his son Jon in Winnipeg. Thorhildur had pre-deceased him Dec. 30,
1938, having been taken to the home of her daughter Sarah when she
became ill.

GUDMUNDUR AND SIGRUN GISLASON
Sigrun Josephson, daughter of Joseph (Sigurdsson) and Arnbjorg
(Jonsdottir) Josephson of Melstad, went to stay with her oldest
sister at Geysir, where she met, and married Gudmundur O.
Gislason in 1905. They took over the family farm at Geysir. Life was
not easy, for there was constant flooding by the Crooked Lake and
Icelandic River, the worst flood being in 1919, when all their grain and
hay were spoiled. Mundi made a trip to Foam Lake to look for a better
farm, but came back without buying.
For many years he supplemented the farm income by freighting
fish in winter, the big trains of horse-drawn sleighs travelling from
Reindeer Island to Winnipeg Beach and back in about 16 days. At
another time he worked as a teamster, hauling feed across the lake to
San Antoine mines. He worked for Alli Sigvaldason of Riverton, who
had a dairy farm there. All the hay and feed had to be hauled across the
lake via Hecla Island and English Brook, an incredibly rough and rocky
road. Later Mr. Sigvaldason lost his leg in an accident, and he sold out
his dairy.
Gudmundur and Sigrun had eleven children, three of whom died in
infancy. Two daughters and one son have died in later life.
Mrs. Gislason made all the clothing for her children, and in later
life knitted for her grandchildren. She was active in the Ladies' Aid at
Geysir, serving on the executive, and when they retired and carne to live
in Gimli, she belonged to the Deaconess Society. In Gimli, her husband
in semi-retirement, scythed grass, and then was caretaker for the
Kinsmen playground for several years. They sold their home and moved
to the Betel Home, where Mundi passed away in 1973 and Runa is in
the infirmary.
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Their children:
Hilda, R.N., married Dr. Frank Shaw, Gimli doctor. They had
two children, Donald, married to Mickey Peterson, in Edmonton, with
five children, and Ruth, married to Roy Johnson, Riverton, with four
children. In later years Mrs. Shaw, a widow, married again, to Robert
Ferris of Neepawa. She passed away in 1953.
Arnbjorg Bergthora (A.B.) married Percy Bird. They lived for
many years in the Fort Frances area, and are now retired in Gimli.
Joseph was a farmer at Geysir, deceased in 1960. His widow,
Gudrun Bjarnason, teaches Icelandic in Arborg. Their children are
Josephine, Mrs. Ingvar Kristjanson, with three children: David, and his
wife, Gladys Fisher, have two daughters; Wayne and his wife Alice have
four children, and Lorne and his wife Shirley Gislason have a son
Joseph.
Gislina (Lena) married Mundi Tomasson, and they had one son,
Brian. Lena passed away in 1944. Brian is married to Patricia Mulroy,
with two sons.
Anna is married to Jack Loney of Vancouver, B.C.
Oli farms at Geysir, married to Jonina Svanbergson. Their
children: Viola, Mrs. Floyd Swanson, with three sons; Linda, Mrs.
Wally Finnbogason, with three children; Gail, Mrs. Keith Eliasson
(Riverton school principal) with one son; Arthur, married Karen
Jonasson, six children; and Byron, attending Red River College.
Oscar married Matilda Renesse, and they had three children:
Sharon, married to Peter Proske, with a son Sean; Grant and his wife
Patricia Reeve have a son; and Mark is attending university at Victoria.
Oscar and Mattie were divorced, and Oscar is married again to
Dorothy Livingstone, and living in Victoria, B.C.
Florence married George Ferguson of Winnipeg, who is now
deceased. Their children: Mrs. Sigrun Woodland, who has three
children: Georgina, Mrs. Robert Irving, one daughter, Lee-Anne, Mrs.
Robert Walker. and Glenn at home.
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GOODMAN FAMILY
Kolbeinn Gudjon (Karl) Gudmundsson (Goodman), was the son of
Gudmundur Thorarinson and his wife Oddny Kolbeinsdottir from
Haukatungu, Iceland. He arrived from Iceland with his mother and
stepfather, Elias Olafsson, in 1902, and they settled in Arnes. His
mother died in 1906, and he was brought up by Ogmundur and Kristin
Johnson. When he grew up, he homesteaded a farm north of Gimli,
where he lived and farmed until his death in 1953. The farm is named
Lundi.
Kolbeinn married Johanna Kristjana Rose Eggertsdottir, daughter
of a well known Hecla Island pioneer family, Eggert Olafur Thordarsson and his wife Sigridur Vilhjalmsdottir, of Hofdi.
Mr. and Mrs. Goodman raised ten children:
1. Bernice, married to Stefan Helgason of Selkirk, with four
children.
2. May, married to Michael Kelly of Hudson Hope, B.C., with
seven children.
3. Gordon, unmarried, on the family farm with his mother and
brother, farms and fishes for a living.
4. Arthur, a carpenter employed by Arnason Construction Company. He and his wife Vivian, who live north of Gimli, have five children, Ronald, Kenneth, Jennifer, Heather, and David.
5. Gudmundur (Mundi) is married to Edith Bouillet, and they have
three children, Camille, Michelle, and Gregory. Mundi, who is also a
carpenter, is in partnership with his brother Allan in Goodman
Construction and Building Supplies. They opened a large business in
South Beach in Oct., 1973.
6. and 7. Rose and Franklin are twins. Rose is married to James
Johnston, and they live in Vancouver, and have two children. Franklin
is at home on the farm, in partnership with Gordon.
8. Allan, in partnership with Mundi, and also a carpenter, is
married to Evelyn Firman. They have one daughter, Carla.
9. Eric and Darlene Goodman, at Arnes, have one child. He also is
a carpenter.
10. Edward and his wife Jackie live at the former site of the Dnister
School, where he built a home. He is a carpenter and has one son.

JOHN C. GOTTFRIED FAMILY
Mathias and Michael Gottfried and their wives, Veronica and
Rozalie and their small children came to Canada in 1903. They left
Bruckenthal, Austria for Hamburg, Germany, where they left by ship
for Canada, coming to the Gimli area to take up farming in the Camp
Morton - Berlo district.
Mathias had nine children; Michael eighteen. Many of them settled in the Gimli district, others in Winnipeg and Toronto. Among their
descendants are Edward Schreyer, Premier of the province of
Manitoba, and John C. Gottfried, M.L.A. for Gimli.
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Another Gimli relative, the late John Roth, explained the
relationship of their ancestors. The Gottfrieds and the Roths were
originally from Bruckenthal, and the Schreyers from the neighbouring
community of Beckersdorf. The Gottfrieds, and possibly the others,
were originally Rhinelanders, who had come to this part of Austria
about 1786. The region was laid waste in World War II, and then incorporated into Poland.
The Schreyers came to Canada in the 1870s or early 1880s.
The three families are all linked by intermarriage. Michael Gottfried of Camp Morton married Rozalia Roth, sister of John Roth's
father. Their daughter Elizabeth married a Schreyer, and they are the
parents of Edward Schreyer, first cousin to John C. Gottfried.
John, son of Anthony Gottfried and Michaelina Hoffman; grandson of Mathias; was born in Weiland, Ontario, moving, with his parents
to Winnipeg, where he received his public school education. In 1929 the
family moved to Camp Morton, to take up farming, and John attended
Gimli High School. An outstanding student, but lacking funds to continue, John worked as a farm labourer throughout the prairies, from
Manitoba to British Columbia. During those depression years he
graduated from riding on top of freight cars to the relative comfort and
security of the tool box on passenger trains. While working at the camp
grounds at Camp Morton, he met Archbishop Alfred A. Sinnott, of
Winnipeg, who sent him to st. Paul's College as his personal student.
He received his B.A., REd., and M.Ed. at the University of Manitoba.
While in third year Arts, he met and married Fjola, daughter of
Marteinn and Gudrun Johnson.
They have six children; Diane (Mrs. Frank Barlishen) has three
children, Kimberly, Christopher, and Cameron. Jack married Gloria
Bond in 1968 and has two children, Stacie and Peter John. Brenda,
(Mrs. Robert Paquin) has three children, Renee, Christa, and Robert
John. Susan, (Mrs. Glen Zevenna) no children, and Ronald and Kurt at
home.
John's teaching career began in 1941, when he filled a teacher
replacement at Armstrong school, Glenella, Manitoba. He received the
munificent sum, of fifty-five dollars a month with an additional five
dollars per month for acting as caretaker. The following year he attended Normal School and received his teaching certificate.
In 1942, John joined the armed forces and served as an antiaircraft artillery instructor at Workpoint Barracks in Victoria, RC. for
almost four years. After an honourable discharge, he returned to Gimli
with his wife and family, accepting a teaching position at Gimli School.
He was principal and grade eight teacher when he resigned in 1956 to
join the staff of Goulding School at the Air Base, where he taught until
the base closed in 1971.
John Gottfried served in various executive positions in the
Manitoba Teachers' Society. As his thesis to earn his Master's degree
in education, John wrote the history of education in the Evergreen Division. It was also a Centennial project, as he completed it in 1967. He
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consented to the thesis being micro-filmed in the National Library at
Ottawa. There is a copy of it at the Gimli Library.
In 1969, John Gottfried was elected as a member of the Legislative
Assembly, for Gimli, in the first New Democratic Party government of
the province. In 1971 he left teaching to devote full time to his duties as
an M.L.A. He was reelected in 1974.
Politically, John Gottfried regards both communism and unrestricted free enterprise as unrealistic extremes at the opposite ends of
a continuum, with democratic socialism occupying the "middle of the
road" position. He believes that democratic socialism is the best
bulwark against communism or the undesirable features of capitalism.
He has, in his own words, consistently attempted to promote the
"Canadian" identity that was his birthright. He has always resisted and
spoken out against any attempts to foster separation between our
English and French majorities, either through emphasizing their
language, religious or cultural differences, or by the employment oftactics designed to "divide and rule."
His proudest moment was a short chat with Her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth, Prince Philip, Prince Charles, and Princess Anne, on the Red
River cruise when they visited Manitoba in 1970. He was a member of a
group seeking government aid to private schools. His wife, Fjola has
been his helpmate on all occasions and has been an active member of
the Catholic Women's League of St. Michael's Church, Gimli.
JOHN GRABOSKI
John, the son of Nick and Mary Graboski, was born in Poland in
1897, and came to Canada in 1901 with his parents and their family of
five sons and three daughters. They settled on a farm just outside of
Gimli, where they raised their children. Nick passed away in 1931, and
Marya few years later. In 1915, John married Rosie Cherniak, who
had come to Canada with her family at an early age, and they lived
together for 55 years. Rosie passed away ~uddenly in 1970 while she and
John were visiting their son Joe in California. John Graboski worked
for many years in Gimli, first with the Department of Highways, and
with the fisheries, then later, he operated his own business of house
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moving. N ow retired, he still lives in Gimli, keeps active, and enjoys
good health.
John and Rosie raised five children, two daughters and three sons.
One of these, Eddie. died tragically by drowning at Rabbit Point, when
barely twenty years of age. Mike. the oldest, worked for many years at
the Gimli airforce base, and when that was closed, he was transferred to
Winnipeg, where he moved with his wife Rosie and their daughter Mae.
A son died in childhood, and their daughter Mae is married and has a
son and a daughter. Elizabeth. widow of Charlie Zdebiak, has three
sons, all in Gimli. Wilfred, who married Donna Strikitis, is employed at
Saunders Aircraft, as a sheet metal worker; Gordon, married Marilyn
Melsted, and works as a bartender at the Gimli Hotel; Clarence, at
home, is also employed at Saunders Aircraft. Mary. Mrs. Stan Marek,
lives in Toronto. Their son Dennis is married, and Earl is at home. Joe.
married to Mae Sayak, of Fraserwood, lives in California, where he
works with the Royal Typewriting Co: His parents visited him several
times, and once when he was working for the same company for a short
time in Hawaii. They have no children.
The other members of the family of Nick and Mary Graboski, who
came to Gimli in 190 I: ELI, now deceased, was married' to Josie
Yurkow, and moved soon after to Winnipeg. There is one dailghtyr,
Mabel. MARTHA, married George Wawrykow. They farmed at
Dnister, and moved to Winnipeg on retirement. Their children are Joe,
Max, Dan, John, Anne, and Katherine. Martha is deceased.
ALEXANDER moved to Winnipeg after his marriage to Martha
Srutwa of Winnipeg Beach. Their children are Michael, Wally, Eddie,
Maizie, Helen. Alexander has passed away. ANNE, Mrs. Louis
Berezowski, farmed near Gimli, then on retirement, moved into town.
Louis passed away in 1972, Anne in 1974. Their children are Frank,
who now operates his father's farm, Mary, Katie, Mike, Carrie, and
Helen. JOHN was the fifth, in order of age. MIKE married Katie Cherniak, who was the sister of John's wife Rosie. They farmed near Gimli.
Katie passed away some years ago, and Mike is now in a Senior
Citizens' home in Winnipeg. They had five children, Alec, Francis,
Nick, Rose and Donny. JIM, who married Doris Styck of Winnipeg
Beach, farmed there for many years until they retired, Their children
are Michael, Peter, Nick. Carl, and Mary. MARY and her
husband Ralph lived in Winnipeg all their married life. He was a
policeman at Stony Mountain Penitentiary. Both are now deceased.
They had two daughters and one son.
GREENBERG FAMILY
Isaac Greenberg and his wife Yetta (Ada) Zaroff came to
Winnipeg in 1897 from Bializerko, a small town in Russia, with their
six children. In Winnipeg Isaac Greenberg taught Hebrew. While this
was his principal occupation, he took any other work avail~ble to
support his family. Their children were Miriam, David, Jacob, Joseph,
Goldie and Charles.
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MR. AND MRS. JACOB GREENBERG AND THEIR FAMILY
Mr. Jacob Green berg, the third child of Isaac and Yetta
Greenberg, came with his parents to Winnipeg in 1897, then aged
approximately sixteen. There he met and later married Bertha Hacker,
who had come in 1901 from the small town of Czernowitz in Austria.
They were married on February II, 1903.
In 1914 he established a general store in Gimli in partnership with
Mr. P. Friedman. The store building, which was rented from the owner,
Magnus Halldorsson, stood on the corner where the old red brick post
office (now an information centre) is situated.
They did not bring their families to Gimli at that time. The
partners shared living quarters upstairs in the store building. After
about 21f2 years the store burned down; however, both escaped unhurt.
Mr. P. Friedman then returned to Winnipeg, but Mr. Greenberg
bought one of the old schoolhouses that had stood on the lot where the
fire hall is now, and continued his business in it. It is the front part
(grocery section) of the Greenberg store building on First Ave.
The Greenberg children were all born in Winnipeg. Jacob brought
his family to Gimli in 1918, except Louis, who stayed with an aunt to
finish the school year in Hebrew studies preliminary to the Bar Mitzvah
at age thirteen, after which he rejoined the family.
The family rented a five-room house from B. J. (Thor) Lifmann,
situated on the lot where their home is now. Ethel Greenberg
remembers that preparatory to Passover her mother had done a
thorough housecleaning and washed all the walls. Then a chimney fire
set the building ablaze and it burned to the ground. However, no one
was hurt. At that time a family named Denaburg had set up a butchershop where the Beauchemin shop later stood, and had their home in the
locality where the Olson homes are now. As the Denaburgs were then
going to Winnipeg for the Passover, they invited the Greenbergs to stay
in their house. They remained there till Jacob Greenberg had built the
present Greenberg home, north of the theatre.
544

About this time Jacob was an agent for the Hudson's Bay
Company for the purchase of cordwood. He rented the lot west of the
store for wood storage, and then had the wood transported to the train
for shipment by rail.
As he spoke several languages, he was an interpreter for farmers in
the area. A large amount of grain farming was done then by Ukrainian,
Russian, Polish and German farmers, who came from as far as Camp
Morton. Jacob Greenberg strongly encouraged them to take an interest
and active part in education and politics, and he tried to convince them
of the importance of both. He was an active Liberal and supporter of
such candidates as Michael Rojeski, Joseph Thorson and Einar
Jonasson.
Names that come readily to mind from those times are Evanchuk,
Wawrykow, Heidinger, Rojeski, Yuskewich, Saydak, Dowhan,
Kopesh, Kuz, Freezur and Oko.
Despite his busy life, Mr. Greenberg enjoyed reading, particularly
world history and the Bible, and engaged in lively discussions with those
who shared his interests, for instance the Rev. Sigurdur Olafsson.
Eventually he expanded his store, adding a section for ice cream
and fruit. Later he also built a flour mill, to which farmers
brought their grain from far and near to have it ground into their year's
supply of flour for bread, with the waste products used for chicken feed.
The mill supplied wheat, whole wheat, and two types of rye flour, light
and a heavier type for pumpernickel bread.
In the busy season, mainly fall and winter, Mr. Greenberg hired a
helper, for the mill worked sometimes day and night. He and his son
Harry worked there after store hours. Eventually he built a small log
cabin there for sleeping quarters for farmers who had to stay overnight.
His brother David came to Gimli with his family to work in the
mill, and remained for some four or five years. However, as his wife
Dora, who came from London, England, was used only to city life, they
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returned to Winnipeg, and after a brief stay there moved to Los
Angeles. They had six children.
During the earlier years, Mrs. Bertha Greenberg worked in the
store, but even after that she was kept extremely busy, for the farmers'
wives used to sell produce (milk, eggs, cream and vegetables) from door
to door in town, as well as shop, and there was constant open house at
the Greenberg home both for them and the men who brought grain.
They would drop in there for refreshments and to chat with Mrs.
Greenberg, who spoke both Polish and Ukrainian as well as German.
Besides, she was an expert cook, whose baking was in demand for
special occasions, such as weddings. Every Friday morning she would
get up at 5 a.m. to make kolish (braided bread) and also flatbread. She
was of the order of experienced old-time cooks who combined
ingredients without measurements, yet they always turned out right, as
did her patterns in knitting and crochet, which she created from
whatever struck her fancy - even the designs of hoarfrost on a pane.
Right beside the flour mill was the livery barn of Gunnar Johnson
and Elias (Elli) Johannsson. This was where Gudni Thorsteinsson's son
Victor Hope had his back broken when he was bringing in a load of hay
and misgauged the height of a rafter. Eventually the barn caught fire.
The horses were saved, but with such inflammable materials as hay, the
barn itself was burned to the ground and the mill close by caught fire
from it and burned too.
In 1928 the Greenbergs celebrated their silver wedding in their
home. Ethel remembers Oli Thorsteinson, who taught music all over
the community, arriving in the midst of it to give Harry a violin lesson.
Harry continued his studies with John Waterhouse, but still played at
all of Oli Thorsteinson's recitals.
The Greenberg children, Louis, Harry, Ada, Ethel and Eva were,
as stated before, all born in Winnipeg. They all attended Gimli school
to the end of Grade XI, then the highest grade offered.
The oldest, Louis, worked in the store after that. He took a keen
interest in sports, being on the Aberdeen school football team in
Winnipeg and a baseball team in Gimli. For two years he served on the
Gimli town council. His wife, Lillian Wolk, was a member of a large
Winnipeg family. Louis died March 26, 1960, having been predeceased
by his mother on Nov. I, 1949, and his father May 25, 1954. After his
death his widow returned to Winnipeg.
The second son, Harry, also took active part in sports, including
skating (but not hockey), and particularly in baseball. In his earlier
years he delivered goods from the store all over Loni Beach. Being fond
of children, he also had his truck filled with youngsters all along the
route. He knew every family in the area.
Later he became an apprentice to a travelling motion picture
theatre in the parish hall, and eventually purchased its equipment and
conducted regular shows in the hall, being himself the projectionist. His
sister Eva worked there regularly with him, and other family members
off and on. Helgi Albertson, aided by his wife Dora, did the caretaking.
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In 1946 he built the present Gimli Theatre, which was opened on
Jan. I, 1947, with invitations issued to attend the opening. Harry
Greenberg frequently supported community causes by lending his
theatre free of charge to numerous organizations, including the
Lutheran Church for Sunday School classes, to the Gimli Women's
Institute for shows, and the Public School for Remembrance Day
services, at a time when the town had very few facilities for staging
special events. The family in former days also sometimes lent the
spacious Greenberg store in evenings for whist drives.
The eldest sister, Ada, after a two-year course at university and a
course at Success Business College, kept accounts for the Canadian
Fish Company, in which J. (Jimmy) Page, S.E. Sigurdson and Charles
Greenberg were partners. Since the Fish Marketing Board took over
the operations of this firm and others, she has kept accounts for Beaver
Storage (affiliated with Allied Van Lines), of which her cousin Benny
Greenberg is the manager. She retired in 1974.
Ethel Greenberg, the second sister, has many memories of former
school years in Gimli. She remembers the Boys' and Girls' Club Fairs,
which were large agricultural fairs held in Gimli annually, with entire
families attending and participating. Although awards were reserved
for the club members, farmers and their wives entered exhibits too for
display, possibly up to about a third of the display. Among entries were
grains and vegetables, cattle, pigs, poultry and horses, also canned fruit,
canned vegetables, jams, jellies, bread and cake, as well as handicrafts
such as crochet and knitting. It was a family affair . . . a great holiday
for the entire family, indeed for the whole countryside.
On at least one-occasion she remembers that an agricultural train
was sent to Gimli on that day with several coaches filled with exhibits,
including farm machinery.
These were the days when part of the school-yard along the fence
was divided into plots where the students grew flowers, each tending his
own plot, with prizes awarded to the best.
She also recalls classes being held above the Tergesen store, when
the building was two storeys in height. Concerts were held there, and
the school staged little plays with dancing and singing. The school
concerts were then held in spring.
One vivid memory is of a favorite teacher, Ingibjorg Petursson,
being married to the Rev. Sigurdur Olafsson, and of the whole
community holding a special party in their honor. Although this was at
the Passover season, she was given permission to attend it.
Besides the Boys' and Girls' Club Fair, there were two other
celebrations in late summer (August): the Islendingadagurinn, and a
Ukrainian celebration.
After a year at university and another at teachers' college, then
called normal school, Ethel began her teaching career at Pleasant
Home. It was twice interrupted, during the depression and again during
her mother's illness. She taught several years at Lundar, three and a
half at Winnipeg Beach, nine at Gimli and fifteen at Goulding School, a
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total of thirty-three years of thoughtful, dedicated service, for which she
has recei ved several well-merited tributes, including a watch from the
Gimli community, a scroll and a plaque from CFB Gimli, and a
certificate of honor from the Evergreen School Division Association.
The youngest sister, Eva, worked in the store until it was closed in
1962 and in the theatre ever since its opening. It was closed on Harry's
death on Sept. 23, 1962, but reopened on Nov. I, and has been run since
then by the Greenberg sisters, Ethel and Eva. They have hired
projectionists from the CFB Gimli, and since its closure have engaged
retired airforce men living in Gimli. Their type of work precludes them
from taking active part in organizations, but in spite of that they and
their family have contributed in many ways to community life.

CHARLES GREENBERG FAMILY
Charles Greenberg was born in Bializerko, Russia, August 12, 1884;
his wife Freda, was born in Saint Paul, Minnesota, June 17, 1890.
They lived in Saint Paul, Minnesota, until they came to Gimli in
September 1918, with their four sons; Morris aged 8, Harry Aaron (Ted) aged 6, Samuel John (Sam) aged 4, Benny aged 2.
Charlie immediately began working in his brother Jacob's flour
mil!, Morris and Ted were enrolled in the Gimli Public School, while
Freda began learning the hard way how to' cope without the conveniences she had been used to, such as indoor plumbing, in a small
village miles from anywhere, after living in a large modern city.
The bright spot in that year was the signing of the Armistice, ending the first World War.
I n the flu epidemic of 1919-1920, the whole family was sick except
Ted. Charlie's sister Miriam came from Winnipeg to look after the
family until they were up and able to look after themselves.
The flour mill was busy only in the late fall and winter after the
grain had been harvested and was idle in the summer. Therefore,
Charlie had to have other means for an income, so he decided to serve
the summer campers with ice delivery. He went into partnership with
the late Frank Magnusson and they delivered with a one-horse drawn
wagon, blocks of ice to campers and residents of Gimli. This
partnershi p was dissolved after one year of operation, but Charlie continued with ice delivery service; seasonal rate from May to September
was $8.00 and $4.00 when delivered by month. As well, he sold wood
which was cut and split into stove length. Every spring Charlie would
purchase two pair khaki trousers to fit his winter enriched body, but
by the time summer was over, his girth had shrunk by a third, due to his
constant hard work. From these services to summer campers, other services developed, such as taxi service, cottage rental and sales.
In 1925 Charlie quit working at the flour mill, and began varied
careers to be able to clothe, feed and house his family, which by this
time had been increased by a son Norman and a daughter Sylvia. He
was a travelling salesman for a smallwares firm, at the same time
548

Freda and Charles Greenberg.

Their/alllily: Sidney. Salll. Norman. Irvin. Morris. Rifa. Ben. Sylvia. Ted.

he bought and sold fur pelts and skins, as well as peddling fish
throughout the province.
In 1926 twins, Rita and Sidney were added to the family. That fall
the family moved to Winnipeg, but returned to Gimli again in the spring of 1927.
For a short period of time Charlie and Bill Tye of Gimli, operated
a taxi service between Gimli and Winnipeg.
Charlie's next business venture was in 1929 when he bought his
first transport truck, which began the Gimli Transfer. With this truck
fish was transported to Winnipeg and freight hauled back to Gimli, with
the first depot operating at Alfred and Main Street.
Finding it difficult to get enough fish freighting to Winnipeg from
Gimli, Charlie began buying fish from the Lake Winnipeg fishermen to
keep his truck operating. This fish business increased rapidly until he
became a factor in the fishing industry on Lake Winnipeg. His production was largely exported to the United States the fish boxes bearing the
label, "e. G. Pack."
In 1933 another son was born to complete the family; Irvin.
During the years Freda had been an extremely busy woman, for,
besides looking after their large family, she had been the bookkeeper
for all of Charlie's business. As well, she found time to be an active
member of the Gimli Women's Institute, to which she belonged for
twenty-eight years. She helped support all their projects, such as
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different clinics the W.1. sponsored, concerts they put on, acting in
plays they did. She was on the Board of Directors and delegate to conventions of W.1.
Freda also took care of her mother, Anna Wolinsky, for approximately five years, as she spent her last years with Freda and
Charlie.
In 1936 Charlie joined with the late S. E. Sigurdson from Hecla,
Manitoba and Jim Page of Hnausa, Manitoba in organizing the Canadian Fish Producers, Limited, selling his share to Peter Lazarenko in
1948, retiring to a well earned rest from all business.
Charlie had been instrumental in the organization of the annual
Fish Packers Ball, held every spring for many years.
During all these years Charlie and his sons still operated the ice
delivery business from a building they built on the lake front, where the
Landmark Apartment building now stands, as they sold the property in
1944. They had also expanded the Transfer business, operating twenty
years from a depot at Fountain Street in Winnipeg, and on 2nd Aveliue,
Gimli where they had their depot, next door to the family home. The
Greenbergs have all been keenly interested in sports; hockey, baseball
and cUrling. Benny being an organizer and participant in all curling

Mr. and /I,ll's. Sam Greenherg
married Dec. 9, 1950.
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bonspiels. Ted and Sam coached hockey teams, Norman a hockey
player, referee, and a curler.
During World War II, Charlie and Freda had four sons serve in the
War. Ted was in the Canadian Air Force, served overseas, Sam also in
the Air Force, served overseas, where for a time he was at the Panama
Canal, affiliated with the United States Air Force. Benny served in the
Army in Canada, and Norman served with the Canadian Army Tank
Corps, overseas.
During the war years Charlie had managed to keep the Transfer
business in operation with the help of his son Sidney, as well as serving
the public with a taxi service. The taxi service was well used by the Air
Force personnel from the Gimli Air Force Base, situated one mile west
of the Town of Gimli, even though there were daily bus runs to and
from the Base.
Then Benny was deferred from the Army so he was able to take an
active part in the Transfer business. Morris before and during the war
years was the bookkeeper for the Transfer. While he and his wife Mary
lived for several years in Gimli, Mary was an active member of the
Women's Institute for six years. Morris was a charter member of the
Chamber of Commerce.
Violet, Benny's wife was a member of the Good Neighbours club,
being President and other offices, as well belonging to the Gimli Legion
Auxiliary.
When World War II ended, Sam, Ted, and Norman, all returned
well and able. Then Morris and Mary left Gimli to live in Winnipeg,
where Morris for many years was bookkeeper for the Canadian Fish
Producers. Ted took over the bookkeeping for the Gimli Transfer, as
well he ran a Radio and Electric Sales and Service Shop in the front
part of the Transfer building, from 1946-1948. Then he moved to Winnipeg, working as Sales and Buying manager for the Canadian Fish
Producers until 1969. Then he worked for some time as buyer of fresh
fish sales for the Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation, in 1973
changing to work at Beaver Moving and Storage in charge of Woods
Warehousing, a division of that company and of the Gimli Transfer,
operated by his brothers.
Sam chose not to remain in Gimli, going to Windsor and
Hamilton, Ontario, before returning to Gimli again to work with the
family business.
Norman stayed in Gimli working with the Transfer until in the fall
and winter of 1945-46, he managed a store at Grand Rapids, for the
Canadian Fish Producers.
In 1948 with his wife Hilda, Norman moved to Brandon, worked
for Manitoba Hide and Fur Company, returning again to Gimli in
1950, to work in the family business. In the fall of that year Norman
and Hilda moved to Riverton, Manitoba, where the Gimli Transfer had
the freight run as well between Riverton and Winnipeg. Fish being part
of the freighting became too scarce to be profitable, the franchise was
sold to Riverton Transfer in June 1956, Norman again moved to Gimli
to work there with his brothers at Gimli Transfer.
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In 1951 Charlie and Freda with sons Sidney and Irvin moved to
Winnipeg. When they left, some two hundred people of Gimli gave
them a party, presenting them with a chesterfield set. Benny then
became the Manager of the business, Sam did the bookkeeping with the
assistance of his wife Marge, until Sam and Marge bought a farm two
miles north of Gimli, then Violet, Benny's wife took over the assistant
bookkeeping.
In 1958, the brothers rented a larger depot on Logan Ave., Winnipeg, (which they purchased in 1962).
In the spring of 1959, the business was expanded by Benny moving
to Winnipeg and forming the Beaver Moving and Storage Co. Ltd.,
subsidiary of the Gimli Transfer. Violet with sons, Murray, Glenn and
daughter Terry moved to Winnipeg in the fall.
The year before, 1958, March 16th the family all celebrated the
50th wedding anniversary of Charlie and Freda. In June 1959 Charlie
passed away, but Freda and son Sidney still live in the house that
Charlie bought for them when they first moved to Winnipeg, (now in
1974).
May 4th, 1968 Beaver Moving and Storage moved into a new
building on Notre Dame in Winnipeg, with full modern facilities, and in
Gimli in 1971, a large new depot was built on 7th Avenue with all
modern facilities for storage of furniture and freight. The old buildings
on 2nd Ave., are still used for truck storage.
In 1972, Beaver Moving and Storage purchased the franchise from
Dan's Transfer at Winnipeg Beach. Therefore in 1973 there were 50
pieces of Rolling Stock in operation, moving furniture and effects
world-wide.
Beaver Moving and Storage was sold in 1974 to MacCosham Van
Lines, Incorporated, as well as Woods Warehousing.
Gimli Transfer and Dan's now still operate freight and furniture
hauling, between Gimli and Winnipeg, with Freda the Chairman, Benny the President, and Norman the Manager, Sammy having retired in
September, 1974.

The Family
Morris; married Mary Gold of Winnipeg, is an accountant for
MacCosham Van Lines, they reside in Winnipeg.
Harry Aaron (Ted); married Winnifred Barnett of Winnipeg. They
have a son Louis Allan and a daughter Carla Denise. Ted works in Real
Estate for Park Realty.
Samuel John (Sam); married Marjorie Brewster of Berlo, Man.
They reside on their farm, "Happy Acres Ranch", Marge having a
Riding Academy for some years, past President of Lakeshore Light
Horse Association, a supplier of P.M.U. for 7 years for AyrstMcKenna, until 1973.
Sam in 1956 and 57 coached the Gimli Hockey Team, which won
the Interlake Championship, was manager of Hockey Club 1957-58,
President in 1958-59. He is a Charter member of Gimli Kinsmen Club,
member of Gimli Royal Canadian Legion, served on the executive.
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Served as President of GimJi CM.A.R., President of Rotary Club
1972-73, is a member of Viking Lodge 175, A.F. and A.M., of which he
was Master in 1972-3. Their children; Lynne Samuel, works for Gimli
Transfer, Judith Patricia, high school student, and Edwin Jacob, student, (an avid hockey player).
Benny; married Violet Sigurgeirson of Gimli, they reside in Winnipeg, have son Murray Bruce, married to Maureen Spurgeon; their
children are Cory Lynne and Tobin Brett. Murray is manager of
Household Moving Division, MacCosham Van Lines.
Benny's second son, Glenn; married to Ilenna Kozub of Wpg.,
their children; Shannon Tracy, and Joel, reside in Wpg., as does
Murray and family. Glenn is Executive Sales manager for MacCosham
Van Lines.
Benny's daughter, Sandra Terry - married to Michael Millin, of
California, where they reside with daughter, Estee Adelle.
Benny was an active member of the Rossmere Country Club, 19601973.
Norman Myer - married Hilda Peterson of Vidir, Man., they
reside in Gimli. When they lived in Riverton, Norman was active in the
community, refereed hockey games, was president of Riverton Skating

Norlllan and Hilda.

The Viking Motor Hotel.
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Rink Club, Hilda a member of Women's Institute. In Gimli he is a
member of the Royal Canadian Legion, was a Kinsman, nowaK-40,
was on the executive of Chamber of Commerce, Charter member of
Rotary Club, and belongs to Viking Lodge 175. A.F. and A.M. Was the
President of Viking Motor Hotel 1968-1974, in partnership with Eddie
Chudd and Stan Gretchen, until they sold it to Hykway Ltd.
Norman served on the Gimli Town Council 1962 and 1963.
His wife Hilda was assistant Matron at Betel Home Foundation
for some years both before and after being married, has been a member
of the Gimli Women's Institute for 14 years, serving as secretary for 4
years and President for 5 years, and an honorary life member. Also a
member of the Eastern Star, Selkirk Chapter No. 35.
Sylvia - married Reginald Jacob Grant of Toronto, Ontario.
They have a son Edward married to Diane Jeffrey, of Toronto, with son
Reginald Andrew, and daughter Robyn Audrey. Edward is a Department Head of Physical Education, Dunbarton High School, Dunbarton, Ont., and their residence in Ajax, Ontario. Sylvia works for Scarboro Metal Co., office manager, Reg works for T.T.C. Their daughter
Janice Arlene, married Michael Gerol, construction contractor.
Janice is a graduate of Queen's Faculty of Education, McArthur
College, Kingston, Ont., at present teacher in Scarborough, Ont.,
where they reside.
Sidney - Dispatcher for Gimli Transfer, Winnipeg, resides with
his mother Freda.
Rita - married Murray Hoffer, of Hoffer, Saskatchewan, which
was named after his grandfather, where they farmed several sections for
a number of years. They sold their farms, moved to Regina where they
built and operated a Car Wash business, selling out in Regina, moved to
Winnipeg to operate a Car Wash business there. Their children;
Marshall a dentist, first at Thompson, Man., now in Winnipeg, married
Rochelle Oiring of Wpg., they have a son Ian David.
Bonnie Ann - B. N. and an R.N. lives with her parents. Mayer entering his first year in Medicine. Ian - student at Grant Park High
School.
Irvin - married Gilda Feldman of Winnipeg, where they reside
with sons Charles and Aubrey, and daughter Susan Alissa.
Both Irvin and Gilda are very active In community affairs, Irvin is
the President of the B'nai Brith West Kildonan Lodge, and Gilda a past
President of the N.C.J.W., (women's group).
I rvin was comptroller for Beaver Moving and Storage, now works
for L. K. H. and H., a world wide accounting firm, as an accountant.
THE HAAS FAMILY
The Haas family is a pioneer family of the Camp Morton district.
There were two men named Adam Haas who settled in this area. The
one who stayed longest, with whom we are primarily concerned in this
account, was known as "Little Adam". The other, called "Big Adam",
moved away to Saskatchewan. One of his descendants spent some time
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later at Gimli, in the person of Squadron Leader Lawrence Haas, now
Colonel L. Haas.
For a time after "Little Adam" Haas arrived from Austria in
approximately 190 I, the family lived in Gimli, where he operated a
general store at the southwest corner of the town. His son John was
born in Gimli, near the old Lakeview Hotel (now the Betel Home).
When he was a year old, the family moved to a farm at Faxa, the early
name for Camp Morton, where Mr. Haas opened a general store. The
post office was named Haas after him, but was changed to Morton, and
then Camp Morton, following the establishment of the camp by
Monsignor Morton in 1921.
Adam Haas was married three times. John was a member of the
first family of ten children. A second wife was taken, but left him
shortly after. He and his third wife had four children.
Adam was a community and church leader at Camp Morton. He
was Reeve of the R.M. of Gimli nine terms, between 1914 and 1928. In
politics he was a Conservative. It is recorded that his name was one of
those on a petition circulated in Gimli in favour of retention of the
services of homeopath Einar Jonasson.
John, the only member of this large family to spend his life in
Gimli, attended King Edward School to Grade nine, in which year Miss
Lara Solmundson (now Mrs. Tergesen) was his teacher. He attended
high school in Gimli, completing grade eleven in 1927. In 1929 he went
to Minneapolis where he worked for Brothers Boiler Manufacturing for
a short time before returning to Gimli. For the next five years he fished
during the winter months.
John married Anne Schmidt, of the Berlo district, whose parents
had come as pioneers around 1885.
John Haas was appointed Secretary-Treasurer of the R.M. of
Gimli July 1, 1938, a position he still held in 1974. From 1947 to 1966
he was also Secretary-Treasurer of the Gimli School District No. 585.
John Haas was noted for his phenomenal memory and his great
knowledge of municipal affairs. He memorized locations of every
farmer in the municipality, and without hesitation could come up with
the section, township, and range. When he was school secretarytreasurer, he perused the departmental examination returns as soon as

John Haas, centre at R.M. of Gimli meeting.
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they came in, and knew exactly where each student stood in his school
work.
The old municipal hall where John Haas reigned alone for many
years was permeated with his personality. In that unique office rested
the records of the past . . . there you would find many mementoes of
bygone days . . . calendars which the occupant liked and did not
discard . . . copies of yellowing papers and pamphlets from years back
. . . public notices of all kinds. Among all this seeming confusion, John
Haas had his records, all placed where he could lay his hands on them at
a moment's notice. Since the R.M. of Gimli built its roomy new
municipal hall in 1967, the same colour does not exist - it is a neat,
well-kept municipal office, with plenty of storage space for old records,
and the latest in office equipment. John also had an assistant, Eddie
Berezowski, to help with the ever-increasing work load.
John in later years had a little more time, and a lot less good
health, than he had in years gone by. The vigorous stride with which he
walked to work and back, had been replaced with a limp and a special
cane, due to numerous operations on his feet. But he was still one of
Gimli's colourful and well known personalities, who could be very
gruff, but underneath the gruff exterior there was a kind heart, and
though he would grumblingly tell you how busy he was, if you were
patient, he liked nothing better than to talk about past history, of which
his memory was very vivid; municipal affairs, of which his knowledge
and wisdom were vast; or curling, of which he was a master who now
had to confine his interest to being a spectator. That game was his main
recreational interest for many years, and he served as drawmaster for
the Gimli Curling Club bonspiel for a very long time. When a fire in the
new curling club destroyed the draws for the bonspie\ at the last minute,
John's accurate memory soon replaced them correctly.
Anne Haas shares her husband's interest in curling, and has been
for years an expert skip whose rink has won 22 trophies and the coveted
eight-ender. The past two years she, too, has given up curling due to
knee trouble, and has turned to bowling, with equal success. She
belongs to three bowling leagues, and has already won four trophies. A

A 11111' Haas. like her hllsband, a top1I00ch cllrler.
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mem ber of the·family made her a trophy case from an old radio cabinet,
which is already filled to overflowing with her trophies. She is a flower
fancier too, maintaining a lovely garden, and a capable needleworker.
Almost every bride in Gimli receives at her shower a pair of Anne's
beautifully embroidered pillow cases. Recently she has taken up the
making of braided rugs on a simple loom.
Their children:
Margaret married AI Stamp, formerly in the armed forces, now
employed with Marconi at Pierrefonds, Quebec, six children, Norman,
Diana, Gordon, Denise, Darlene, Douglas.
Cecelia married Leslie Vann, employed with Amason Engineering
in Winnipeg, four children, Kenneth, Keith, Lyle, and Lee-Anne.
Ronald, meat manager at Safeway, Selkirk, lives in Winnipeg with
his second wife, Lillian, and six children, Kurt, Lori, Kim, Darrell,
Jennifer, and Ronald Jr.
Richard, lives at Powell River, B.c. with his two children, LouAnne and Wayne.
Eleanor married Leroy MacIntosh, of the armed forces, stationed
in Edmonton, with five children, Debbie, Donna, Doreen, John, and
Dalene.
John Haas passed away suddenly on Nov. 17, 1974, aged 63 years
- his mind and interests still alert and active, still employed, in spite of
years of physical handicap.

THE HANNESSON FAMILY
Josefina Kristin, daughter of Jakob Gudmundsson and SigurIaug
Josefsdottir of Hunavatnssysla, Iceland, came with her family to
Canada in 1886, arriving in Quebec on her fifth birthday. This little girl,
with thick red curls and sparkling brown eyes, remembered well that
long sea voyage, and especially an experience during a stop at Glasgow,
Scotland, when the waiter at the restaurant where they were having a
meal took her into the kitchen to let her see how things were done. They
came directly to Gimii where they were welcomed into the home of
Kristin's uncle, Josef Friman, who had come from Iceland five years
earlier. He was a cabinet maker, and in the records of the first Icelandic
library, Aurora, his name appears among the members in 1888, as
having constructed the bookcases and done other carpentry work,
partly to pay his membership dues. He died in 1914.
Kristin's family had settled on a farm in the Minerva district, and
the children attended the Gimli school, mainly in the winter months due
to poor road conditions at other times. Kristin's first teacher was Mrs.
Eldon, and another was Sveinn Thorvaldsson. The little schoolhouse
was located on First Avenue and there were 35 pupils at that time.
When she was 16 her mother died and she took over the care of the
home for her father and foster sister.
1n 1901 Kristin married Gudmundur Hannesson, the son of
Hannes Thorvaldsson and Gudrun Jensdottir from Skagafjordur,
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Iceland. When he was 12 he had emigrated with his mother to Akra,
N.D., his father joining them there later. Then the family moved to a
farm three miles north of Gimli, some of them making the journey by
train, while Gudmundur with his uncle walked all the way, with their
household goods on a wagon, and the cattle and sheep following.
After their marriage Gudmundur and Kristin settled first on a
farm north of Gimli, but later moved into the village to be nearer the
school. He worked at freighting fish, then with his future son-in-law,
Gunnar Johnson, in his livery stable and dray business. Until the midthirties they kept cows at their home, getting hay from their farm, and
daily taking the cattle to pasture. They sold milk and cream for most of
their living.
After Gudmundur's death in 1936, his widow carried on with the
dairy, then sold the farm and cattle. Having a large home she opened a
boarding house, many of her boarders being elderly people waiting to
be admitted to the Betel Home. Some stayed a long time and Kristin
took care of them when they were ill. When stricken with severe
arthritis, she had to give up having boarders, but in spite of this she
would not leave her home, and managed to look after it and herself until
her death in 1960. They had four children, as follows:
I. Albina married Gunnar Johnson, (see Josef Johnson story), who
was a partner with Elias Johannsson in the livery stable and dray
business. On Elli's death he took over the business, which included
moving and lifting houses in the area. He passed away in 1958. There
are three children: a) Jon Edvald, who works for Canadian Car in
Surrey, B.C., where he lives with his wife Evelyn and children Janet and
Roy; b) Marino Kristinn is married to Betty Smith and operates a
transit bus in Winnipeg. Their children; Richard married Katherine
Blanco, and works at Saunders Aircraft in Gimli; Lyndon is a
bookkeeper at the Health Science Centre, Winnipeg; Lenore, studying
nursing at Red River College, Winnipeg; Susan, and Sandra, at school;
c) Nanna, married Irving Kardal who works at Saunders, while she is
employed at the Credit Union office. Their children: Marie, and her
husband Gordon Kanne, a bricklayer in Winnipeg, have two children,
Virgil and Veronica; Kristinn works at Saunders, and Lorna, Bruce,
Wayne and Sharon are at school.
2. Vilhelm Gudmundur (Bill) married Jean, daughter of Harry
Lawson, for many years the station agent at Gimli, and his wife Hilda,
a very active community worker, and an outstanding member of the
Gimli Women's Institute. Bill worked at first for his brother-in-law,
Gunnar, and then for Royal Transfer. For a time he operated his own
transfer the Gold Arrow, then they moved to Winnipeg where he was
employed with Canada Packers for 32 years before his recent
retirement. They have now moved back to Gimli. Their children are:
Wilma, married to Graham Fidler who holds a responsible position
with a steel company, which entails travelling to many distant
countries. They are now living in Charlotte, North Carolina, with their
children, Kimberley, Kelly, and Kyle, at school, while their eldest son
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Craig attends McGill University; Roy (Bud) is manager of Chrysler
Credit for Manitoba, makes his home in Winnipeg with his wife Beverly
Radcliffe and children Jody, Jauna, and Jeffery. Betty married Adrian
Van der Aa, who owns the Safety Tire Co., Winnipeg. They have a son
Cory, and her children by a previous marriage, Lawrenc,e and Shelly;
Jim, married Marilyn Dory, and is manager of Union Carbide Gas
Division for Ontario. They live near Toronto with children Pamela,
Dale, and Douglas; Lynda married Dennis Yanz who died recently
following an accident and she is continuing her education in sociology
at the University of Manitoba.
3. Kristinn Marino (Kris) married Kristrun Arason. He worked
for a number of years at the meat market in Gimli, then they moved to
Winnipeg where he continued in the same occupation until his death in
1969. Their children are: Lillian, Mrs. Ferguson, is divorced, and works
as a cashier at Safeways in Winnipeg; Lloyd is with the armed forces,
stationed at Portage la Prairie, where he lives with his wife Dolly and
their three sons and daughter; Gaylord, who works in Winnipeg; and
Sharon, whose husband, Gordon Cuthbert is with the armed forces at
Cold Lake. They have two daughters, Jennifer and Alicia.
4. Estelle (Stella) is married to Barney Einarson, a farmer in the
Framnes district near Arborg. Their sons Allan and Wallace also live
on the farm. Wallace married Phyllis Kominski, and they have three
children, Jacqueline, Tracy, and Jeffery.

THE JOHN HEIDINGER FAMILY
John Heidinger Senior was born in Dornfeld, Germany, and came
to Canada in 1898. That same year he married Leona Parr, (also from
Germany) in Winnipeg. They homesteaded in the R.M. of Gimli on the
Southeast quarter of Section 30, Township 19, Range 4 East, three
miles northwest of the Town of Gimli.
John Heidinger was a blacksmith and wagon-maker by trade, and
for a time operated a blacksmith shop in Winnipeg on Fonseca Ave. He
opened his own blacksmith shop in Gimli in 1902, shoeing oxen. His
shop was located on property now owned by Michael Zahaiko, on Second A venue.
He also served as provincial policeman and land surveyor for some
years, and he operated a sawmill and grist mill. He had a steam
threshing outfit, doing custom work. In his later years he operated the
Gimli Flour Mill owned by Jacob Greenberg.
He was Reeve of the R.M. of Gimli for one term in 1917, and
chairman of the Dnister School Board in 1920.
He was a member of United Grain Growers. He helped build the
Ukrainian National Home Hall at Dnister around 1920.
His son John relates that John Heidinger Sr. had a horse that
could trot 30 miles an hour and often she would not stop and he had to
head her for a hay stack or straw stack and ram her into it to stop her.
Her father had been a racing horse.
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His wife Leona passed away in 1912, leaving him with a son only
two years old, and older sisters Hattie, Alma, Wanda, Helen and Olga,
John Benjamin and his sisters attended Dnister School to grade eight.
John Jr. recalls a teacher named Peter Humeniuk who was a very good
teacher for several years, especially for discipline. Mr. Humeniuk spent
many hours teaching right from wrong, and was very much against
smoking and drinking. Many of the boys he taught did not smoke or
drink the rest of their lives.
John J r. recalls the saddest part of his life, in April, 1919, when he
was only nine years of age. A steam boiler fell on him and almost
severed his right leg, as well as causing back injuries. The leg was badly
infected, and he almost bled to death, even though his father applied a
tourniquet to stop the bleedings. It was two days before he was
taken to St. Boniface Hospital, there being no doctor in Gimli at the
time. He was taken on a cot in the baggage car. He remembers the car
being half full of sleigh dogs being shipped somewhere. He spent three
months in the hospital, and walked on crutches for a year, walking a
mile and a half to Dnister School winter and summer.
In 1925 John Jr. made a barbed wire telephone using a strand of
barbed wire along the fence for transmitting the voice. These phones
were used for several years, using old war surplus phones with ear
phones. They had as many as 12 phones on one line, and they listened
and talked when their names were called. They had no bells on them,
just the voice being transmitted.
In 1925 he made a crystal radio set, which was also hooked up to
the barbed wire fence, and music and news were transmitted over the
barbed wire, for those who did not own a larger radio.
John Benjamin also made the first sawing outfit with an air-cooled
engine on a two-wheeled rubber tired trailer, for sawing cordwood into
12-inch stove lengths. He charged $1.00 per hour of 40¢ per cord for
sawing. One winter he sawed 1800 cords of wood for Gimli town
residents and surrounding farmers. The machine was towed behind a

John Heidinger's sa\\' mill.

560

1928 two-door Chevrolet. He also sold, cut, split and piled one-foot
length stove wood at $2.50 a cord.
A wood dealer came and picked up wood at the farm to sell to
summer campers at Gimli.
The Heidinger sisters married and moved away, one marrying a
Scot, another a German, another Swedish, another French and the last
one an Englishman.
John B. Heidinger married a Ukrainian girl, Pauline Boyarchuk
from the Dnister district, in 1935. They had one daughter, Leona Jane,
who married John Michael Murphy, a member of the armed forces.
They have two daughters, Theresa and Roseanne, and one son, John
Michael Patrick, and have been stationed at Summerside, P.E.I. but
are scheduled to be transferred to Winnipeg by July, 1974.
John and Pauline farmed the homestead for 35 years. He said he
was very fortunate to have a wife willing to work hard and even help
with the field work when he was ill, ploughing and seeding the land as
well as he could himself, and never complaining.
They also operated a Farm Supply Branch for the Arborg
Farmers' Co-operative from 1958 to 1968, selling farm supplies.
They also sold insurance for the Co-Operative Fire and Casualty
Company. They still sell fire insurance, and now live at 85 fifth Avenue,
in Gimli.

BJORN HJORLEIFSON FAMILY.
Bjorn and Gudrun Hjorleifson came to Gimli from Iceland in
1894, and settled at Willow Point. Their first two children, Gunnlaugur
and Ingi, were born there. They then moved to Riverton, where ten
more children were born. Three of the sons, Ingi, Barney, and Thor,
make their home in Gimli. Thor, a commercial fisherman has lived here
for many years.
Ingi and his wife Helen have retired here. Barney and his wife
Josephine, formerly Thordarson, have retired to Gimli. Josie is on the
Betel Home staff, and they have five daughters. (See Thordarson).
Ingi and his brother Gunnlaugur joined the army at the start of the
first world war, Ingi in the motor machine gun corps and his brother in
the 108th battalion. Gunnlaugur was killed overseas, and Ingi was
wounded at Passchendaele, and he returned to Canada.
Ingi began his civilian career in mining, concentrating on shaft
work. He went on to construction mining on the big jobs. His first
breakthrough was on the AlCan tunnel job. He went on to Hydro
Quebec Bersimi's No. 1 and 2, staying until the final breakthrough.
They came to Gimli and built a home, intending to retire, but he was
called back as assistant engineer on the sewer tunnel for the city of Sudbury, staying until it was completed - it was at that time the largest in
the world.
His father and mother are deceased, as well as three brothers. The
Gimli home of Ingi and Helen Hjorleifson is a comfortable bungalow
561

designed by Helen and built by Ingi, and surrounded by a beautiful
flower garden which received a prize for the best in Gimli one year, and
which provides pleasure for all who see it.
They have one son, Jeff, who has attained a high education, five
grandchildren, and one great grandchild.

SKULl HJORLEIFSON FAMILY
Two sons of Skuli and Osk Hjorleifson of Riverton have resided in
Gimli.
Palmi, a truckdriver for many years, lived in Gimli until his death
on Oct. 12, 1961. He married Sigrun Sigmundson (see Sigmundson),
and they had one son, Kenneth. Kenneth is married to Janet Smith, and
they had two sons, Scott and Grant. Kenneth is also a truckdriver, with
his own truck, and a heavy equipment operator, living in Gimli.
Osk Hjorleifson died in 1961. Skuli lives in Ottawa.
Following Palmi's death, Sigrun took up hairdressing, by which
she has supported herself since.
Oscar Hjorleifson married Gladys Barrett of Fisher Branch. He
worked as an accountant in Winnipeg and many other parts. of
Manitoba, travelling north on the lake to do accounting for fishermen
and other businesses, at first for Keystone Fisheries, and then in his own
business.
In 1968 he sold his business in Winnipeg and moved to Gimli,
where he and Gladys had a summer home. He applied for and was
accepted to be Secretary-Treasurer of the Town of Gimli, however, he
became ill and passed away Feb. 20, 1969. He was a member of the
Foresters and the Viking Masonic Lodge. Gladys is active in the
Anglican church in Winnipeg, and sang in the Lutheran choir while in
Gimli. She still maintains their summer home at Gimli. Their children
are: Connie, a Registered Nurse, married to Robert Geekie, with one
son, Kris, living at Kelowna, B.C., Clive, attending University of
Manitoba; and Corrie.
Other members of the family are: Gudrun Evelyn, married to Paul
Souder, in Maryland, U.S.A., with two daughters, Debbie and Daphne,
and Einar, married to Blanche Curran, with four sons, Danny, David,
Paul, and Mark, at Fort McMurray, Alta.

ADOLF HOLM FAMILY
Adolf Holm, born in Winnipeg May 30, 1906, is the son of Sigurdur Holm, merchant of Lundar, Man., and his wife Sigridur Gudny
Johannesdottir Borgfjord. Sigurdur Holm's father, Daniel Sigurdsson
from Tjaldbrekka, was a pioneer of Otto, Man.
Adolf grew up near Otto. After completing school he took a course
in barbering in Winnipeg, and worked there for a time, in Gudmundur
Johnson's barbershop, and then from 1930-39 at Gimli, first in the
combined poolroom-barbershop adjacent to the Falcon Cafe, and then
in Harold Bjarnason's barbershop adjacent to his store on Centre Street.
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He then worked for three years at the RCAF base, and from 1942-

50 at transporting mail and express from the C.P.R. station, along with
which he had a small farming operation, keeping a few cows, poultry,
and bees.
His main interest and aptitude, however, has been in the healing of
animals, which he first learned from his father. For eight years he
worked for the Brian Memorial Animal Hospital as a technician, working with Dr. Keith Robson. Part of this time he was employed by the
provincial government for technical work in animal husbandry. He now
works independently, serving a large area and giving his whole time to
the healing of animals, which he has practised for close to 35 years. He
answers calls at any time of day or night, seven days a week, winter and
summer, often going many miles in harsh weather on difficult roads.
He is an active member of the Gimli Chapter of the Icelandic
National League, was financial secretary, and has been treasurer for
several years.
His wife Audur, daughter of Kristjan Helgi Benjaminsson and his
wife Fanney Fridriksdottir of Ytri-Tjarnir in Eyjafjordur, emigrated to
Canada in 1928. She is talented in music, poetry, and handiwork of
many kinds. They were married Sept. 26, 1930.
Their children are:
I. Sylvia, a talented pianist, married to Dr. David Simpson. They
live in Detroit, Michigan. Their children are David, Ian and Kathleen.
2. Oswald is in Hamilton, Ont. working in radio and television for
the Westinghouse Co. He and his wife Shirley have one son, Allan.
3. Roy works for a packing-house in Lethbridge, Alta. He and his
wife have a son and twin daughters.
4. Robert travelled widely before settling down in Vancouver,
where he is employed in cleaning rugs and other large articles, and also
works for the Christian Science Church. He and his wife Caroline,
whom he met and married while employed in Nassau in the Bahamas,
have no children.

THE MAGNUS HOLM FAMILY
Magnus Holm was the son of Magnus Sigurdsson and his wife
Solveig Thidriksdottir. Solveig came from Svidningur in
Kolbeinsdalur, Iceland. Magnus senior died, and Solveig married Captain Jon Jonsson, who was born in 1838 and died in 1924. Captain
Jonsson, a noted seaman and captain of shark-fishing ships in Iceland,
was born at Sydra-Gardshorn in Svarfadardalur. He also had been
married before, to his cousin Kristin Jonsdottir, and their children were
Sigridur, wife of Jonas Bergman of Winnipeg, Anna Kristin, also of
Winnipeg, Jon, who died at Gimli in 1903, and Gudlaug, Mrs. George
Croply of Vancouver.
Captain Jonsson and his wife Solveig came to Gimli with their
children July 4, 1888, and settled at Dvergasteinn, (Dwarf Rock) west
of Gimli. Magnus was nine years of age at the time.
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Shortly after their arrival Captain Jon bought a sailboat on which
he sailed between Gimli and Selkirk, transporting passengers, baggage,
and freight. The writer of "Saga Islendinga i Vesterheimi", Th.
Thorsteinsson, says of him "He was a highly skilled captain, an excellent seaman, energetic and intelligent, in accord with his lineage."
It is reported that he named a sailboat "Catch Me". However,
after the boat lost a race with another, he immediately removed the
name on his return to harbour, and never restored it.
A noted son of Captain Jon Jonsson was Professor Sveinbjorn
Johnson, professor of law and one-time attorney-general of North
Dakota, who was selected by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to distribute all federal funds granted to Illinois in 1935-42. He was noted for
his historical and legal books.
Solveig, a shrewd business woman, established a boarding house
and hotel which was forerunner of the Lakeview Hotel which became
the Betel Home later. It became a well-known travellers' home and also
a trading store. This business was built in 1899, according to the records
of Gudni Thorsteinsson. His stepson, Magnus, who had taken the name
of Holm instead of Magnusson, because there were so many
Magnussons, applied for and received a licence to sell liquor, in 1903,
and enlarged the building. Magnus, who had married Thuridur,
daughter of Sveinn and Halldora Magnusson of Gimli, sold the hotel to
J. G. Christie in 1906, and moved to Blaine, Washington, where they
lived for four years.
Sveinn Magnusson came from Thidriksvellir, and his wife was
Halldora Gudm undsdottir. They arrived in Gimli in 1888, and their
home was the house on Second Avenue, later occupied by Charles
Greenberg, and then his son Ben. Sveinn kept a few sheep and a cow or
two there, and his industrious wife kept boarders, spun and knitted,
sewed sheepskin slippers, was a dressmaker, and in many other ways

The Hotel Baldur first operated by Magnus Holm, then purchased and run by Gudmllndur Christie, later the Lakeview Hotel was erected on the site in 1907.
The Lakeview Hotel is noll' the Betel Home for the Aged greatly altered throughout
lhe intervening years.
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Johll Sveillsson, Thllridllr (Holm), OddFidllr (Johannsoll) children of Sveilln and
Hal/dora.

Dori Holm, Silver Medal willner in
Track alld Field ill 1934. In 1972 Mr.
Holm is a member of Gimli lown cOUllcil.

Home of Sveinn Magnusson on 2nd Ave. around 1908. Sveinn and Halldora, Oddfridur Johannson, Dorothy and Johann in buggy Doddi Magnusson.

supplemented the family income while raising their three children,
Thuridur, Oddfridur, and Jon. Oddfridur married Jon Johannson of
Bolstad, and Jon, a carpenter, passed away when he was about 55, unmarried.
The first son of Magnus and Thuridur, Solvin, was born in Gimli.
Their second son, Halldor (Dori) was born at Blaine, and after their
return to Gimli, Otto, Adalheidur, and Albert. They returned to the
family farm west of the track, where Magnus raised sheep, cattle, and
horses. Fond of horses, he travelled with a government stallion as stud,
and was nick-named "Broncho Mike". He was also a Cock shutt implement salesman for many years. In 1918 he died in the influenza
epidemic, leaving Solvin, 14, and Dori, 11, to run the farm.
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Solvin married Gudbjorg (Bogga) Einarson. (see Einarson). They
still live west of Gimli, and had six children.
Dori married Margaret Tomlinson of Birtle, who was working at
the Falcon when they met. Her father was a section man. Dori lost his
left arm at the shoulder when he was 20 years of age, and the right arm
was almost severed but was sewn back on and caused him little trouble
in the future. The severed arm, however, has given him almost constant
pain for 48 years. It was three hours before a doctor could be brought to
the scene where the accident occurred when his arms were caught in the
belt of a sawing outfit.
To bring back his strength after convalescence, Dori began to jog
and run through the fields and bush of the farm. When he watched Eric
Stefanson, Einar Johnson and others winning awards in the track meets
of the Icelandic Celebration, he decided that he would tryout the next
year - and for the next three years he captured first prize in the 220,
330, and 440 yard races.
After his marriage, Dori started a dairy farm on his property on
Centre St. West; Margaret milked the cows, and he sold milk in town,
20 quarts for a dollar. He also went into mink ranching, and sold
various items, soap, radios, etc. In 1937 he became an agent for
Sovereign Life Insurance, and continued in this field for 37 years. He
sold his farm to John Haas and moved into town - one of about 14
moves he made either in town or away, during the rest of his life.
In 1948 the Dori Holms moved to.~~t, where Dori continued in a successful insurance business until 1965, when his sons Allan
and Baldur took over his business and Q.£ti and Margaret retired to
British Columbia. They spent six years at Chilliwack, Langley, and
White Rock. Dori found retirement more than he could stand, and in
1971 they returned to the home of his youth, Gimli. He has had a very
busy life ever since. The first year, wanting something to do, he threw
his hat into the ring for town councillor for an unexpired year of office,
not expecting to get elected when he had been away so long. But he did
get elected, and the following year he ran again, for a three year term,
and again was elected. He found that being the retired man as councillor, he had plenty to do, and he decided that he would not seek a second three-year term, though he retained his interest in the work, and
agreed to continue as town representative to the Interlake Development Corporation. Meanwhile, he had become involved in the newly
formed New Horizons Club, which will keep time from hanging heavy.
His wife Margaret is keenly interested in handicrafts, and their home is
filled with the products of her busy fingers.
Their children: Leslie, grader operator for the provincial government, living in Gimli with his wife Jeannette Dow of Lac Du Bonnet,
and their four sons, Robert, Brian, Michael, and Kenneth. Allan;
married to Beatrice Hirst, at Lac Du Bonnet, three children, David,
Gaylene, and Mark.
~~r, married to Lynda Thompson of Pinawa, three sons, Cory,
Todd. and Regan.
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Allan and Baldur have three offices for their insurance agencies, at
Pinawa, Lac Du Bonnet, and Powerview.
Adalheidur Holm married Albert Albertson, from Husavick. They
live at Pine Falls, with three sons, Bert, Herb, and Kenneth. (see Albertson).
Otto Holm - was married to Florence Jacobson. He worked at
the R.C.A.F. Station, at Gimli, and died suddenly in middle life. They
had three children, Lillian, Milton, and Gordon.
Albert Holm married Sigridur Johannson, daughter of Palmi and
Anna Johannson, and they have one son, Palmi. (see Johannson).
Solveig Thidriksdottir Jonsson passed away in August, 1925. Her
son Magnus pre-deceased her in 1918, and daughter-in-law Thuridur
died in 1957.
The Holm family is related to the Finnson family, in that Thuridur
Holm's mother Halldora was the half-sister of Gudmundur Jonsson
Finnson, father of Steini Finnson and Agusta Bjarnason.
The maternal grandparents of the Holm family, Sveinn and
Halldora Magnusson, also had a foster-son whom they took into their
home as their own son - Thorarinn (Doddi) Magnusson, who lived
most of his life in Gimli. He married Ragnhildur (Ranka) Olson and
they had three children: Wilfred, who died as a boy; Halldor (Dori), and
Betty. Dori Magnusson married Susan Stoffer, and they have three
daughters, Doriane, Loriane, and Wendy. Dori is employed by Gimli
Concrete Company. Betty married Laugi Melsted. They live at Arnes,
and have five children, Eleanor, Dennis, Kathy, Kris, and Jeffrey.
Doddi Magnusson passed away in 1958, and his wife Ranka in
1960.

THE HOLM FAMILY OF HUSAVICK
Sveinbjorn Vigfusson Holm, and his first wife, Bjorg Benediktsdottir, came from Vopnafjord, Iceland, in 1903 and settled in Winnipeg. They operated dairy farms first in St. Vital, and then in
Charleswood. They had two sons, Arni and Thordur, and two
daughters, Sigurbjorg and Hildur. Mrs. Holm died in 1910, and
Sveinbjorn moved to Poplar Park, Manitoba, in 1912, where he
married Emmy Anderson. They had three sons, Arnor, Julius, and Andres, and one daughter, Bjorgveig. In 1921 they moved to Husavick and
continued the dairy business on a farm called Skinandi. They shipped
milk and cream for several years to Winnipeg and in the summer
months delivered milk to summer residents in the Winnipeg Beach area.
Sveinbjorn passed away in 1935, and Emmy a year later.
Of the eight children four are still living: Arnor, married to Della
Johnson, and Julius, married to Laura Arnason, are on the farm in
Husavick, Sigurbjorg, Mrs. Albert Einarson, is in Winnipeg, and
Bjorgveig, Mrs. Edward Thorsteinson, lives in Husavick. The family
have all been interested and active in the work and affairs of their community.
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MAX AND MOLLY HYKAWY FAMILY
Max Hykawy was born in 1889, and came to Canada from Europe
as a small child in the early 1900s. He married the former Molly Hutch
from the Dnister district in 1914, living with her parents for a year.
Then they moved to Vidir, where they lived for ten years, and where
their three sons were born. The eldest son, Nick, married Beatrice Boitson, and they live in Winnipeg Beach, having raised two daughters and
three sons, now all married.
The second son, Michael, married the former Esther Ciszewski of
Husavick. They reside at Foley, and have no family.
The third son, James (Jim) married Steffie Kravetz. They have
four children and live in Gimli. (See Jim and Steffie Hykawy.)
After leaving Vidir, Max and Molly moved back to the Dnister district, where their daughter Mary was born. Mary married Michael
Moroz of Fraserwood, a school teacher. Mary and Michael have lived
in Gimli 19 years, where Michael was first a teacher and now principal
of the Gimli Elementary School.
In 1927 the Hykawy family moved to a farm in Husavick, and in
1928 another daughter was born, who died as an infant.
The Hykawys went into mixed farming, and Mrs. Hykawy peddled
vegetables, chickens, and berries in the Sandy Hook area to help pay
the bills. Mr. Hykawy and his son Jim, during the harvest period, would
go from farm to farm threshing, as they were one of the first families in
the district to own a threshing machine. In 1953 they sold the farm and
moved into the outskirts of Gimli. The next year Mrs. Hykawy became
ill with cancer and passed away within six months, aged 57 years. After
a year Max married a lady from East Selkirk, where they lived on a
small farm for eleven years, then moving into Selkirk where they still
reside.

THE FAMILY OF STEFFIE AND JIM HYKAWY
Jim and Steffie were married in 1946 in Husavick. They moved to
Winnipeg for 6 months, after that coming back to the Gimli area.
Their first born was a daughter, Patricia Ann, born in 1947. A son
Robert James was born in 1949. During this period the Hykawy family
moved into the town of Gimli. Jim was working for the C.P.R. for ten
years, after that he did carpentry but found the work too seasonal. He
then went to Winnipeg and took a course in barbering and opened a
shop in Gimli.
In the year 1955 another son, John James, was born and three
years later a second daughter, Kathleen Margaret rounded off the family.
In 1955, the Sacred Heart Church was being built and the family
joined the parish. Kathy was baptized there and Robert, better known
as Bob, was married there.
Jim and Steffie both served on committees in the church, with Steffie being president of the Ladies' League for 3 years.
568

The children were in the Brownies and Girl Guides and the boys
were in Boy Scouts. Pat was a Girl Guide leader after she was married.
Pat was one of the first girls in the Gimli area to receive the gold cord
award. Pat was a very athletic girl and her football career came to an
end abruptly when at 16 yrs. she broke her collar bone while playing
football with the neighborhood boys and her brother.
After the last child started school, Steffie joined the curling club
and still enjoys curling twice a week.
In 1966 at the age of 19 Pat married Captain Reg Johnson of the
R.C.A.F. They were married in St. Michael's Roman Catholic Church
by Father Hubicz. They left for France 4 days after the wedding, where
Reg was posted. After being there for 7 months they came back to
Gimli, where they lived for 4 years. During this time a son Robert and
another son Sean were born. They were posted to Trenton, Ontario, in
1971. Pat did not have a chance to settle down before she became ill and
spent 9 weeks in the hospital in Kingston. They are now all enjoying
good health and still residing in Trenton.
At the age of 18 years Bob went to Toronto to a broadcasting
school and after completing the course he worked at a radio and T.V.
station at Thompson; after that at CFRY at Portage La Prairie and a
radio station in Moose Jaw where he met Shelly Mowry whom he
married in August, 1973. In the meantime Bob joined radio station
CJOB in Winnipeg as a news director, where he is presently employed.
He became a father to a baby girl Nichole Dawn in 1974.
The second son John is presently employed in the town of Gimli,
and lives at home. Kathy is attending Gimli Composite High School at
the grade 11 level.

AGUST VICTOR ODDUR ISFELD
Agust Victor Oddur (Gus) Isfeld, eleventh child of Agust Isfeld
and his wife Olivia Sigurbjorg Oladottir Bjerring, grew up in the Sandy
Hook district, and was a fisherman on Lake Winnipeg for fifty years.
Gus married Hazel Foster, from Saskatchewan, and they had five
children:
Richard married Judy Johnson, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Jonas
Johnson of Gimli. They live in Transcona, where Richard is employed
as divisional manager for Allied Farm Equipment. He is an avid snowmobiler who has taken part in cross-country racing such as the St. PaulWinnipeg 500-mile race. They have two sons, Neil ("Skipper") and
Grant. (see Dr. Jonas Johnson Story)
Joan married Rick Pocket, of the armed forces. They are presently stationed at Alsask, Sask. and have a daughter Tina.
Rodney married Christine Albrecht, daughter of Otto and Louise
Albrecht, proprietors of Central Bakery in Gimli. She is a school
teacher, employed in the Gimli Elementary School. For three years
Rodney assisted his father-in-law in the bakery. He then obtained
employment at Duha Plastics, and a few months later became plant
manager, a position he has carried out successfully for five years. Under
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his management the business has grown and flourished and a very happy relationship exists among the employees, largely due to his pleasant
manner. Rodney and Christine have three children, Rodine,
Christopher, and Brett. Rodney is a member of the Chamber of
Commerce, but most of his spare time outside the obligations of his
business and his family life, is centred on his membership in the Town
and R.M. of Gimli Volunteer Fire Department.
Judy Isfeld is married to Jack Haldane of Gimli, who is employed
at the Gimli Auto-Body Shop. Jack Haldane, who came to Gimli first
when his parents were stationed here in the armed forces, has been very
active in local sport.
In honour of his father's fifty years as a fisherman, Rodney Isfeld
has designed and built a model of Gus Isfeld's dory, complete with fish
boats and other paraphernalia, with an engraved plaque on it, which he
plans to donate to the Icelandic museum at Gimli. Gus and Hazel Isfeld
have one thing which is somewhat unique, in that both have lost a leg
accidentally during their lives. Hazel Foster lost a leg in a mower accident when she was a child of six or seven. Gus lost the opposite leg when
he was a young man about 20, already courting Hazel. A car went into
the ditch in Sandy Hook, and several young men including Gus were
asked to help get it out. While Gus was still under the car attaching a
cable, the driver started off, unaware that he was not safely out of the
way. His leg was caught and crushed, and had to be amputated. This
couple has never let their loss be a handicap to their activities. Gus
walks with a slight limp, while Hazel has none, and they dance, even the
polka, as well as any couple with two legs each. Their son Rodney says
that growing up with their parents has made them very sympathetic to
the Amputees Association and War Amputees Association, and they
have never regarded such a handicap as something to be feared. They
are very proud of their parents and their ability to cope with their handicaps.

EIRIKUR ISFELD FAMILY
Eirikur Palsson Isfeld and his wife Ingibjorg lived at Mjoafjordur
Nordurmulasysla in Iceland. They had nine children, Groa, Pall, Einar,
Jardthrudur (who died in infancy), Anna, Agust, Sigurjon, Andres, and
Gudlaug.
Eirikur drowned at Mjoafjordur Dec. IS, 1881, and in 1884 Ingibjorg married Thorsteinn Jonsson Mjofjord. They had one son, named
Olafur Thorsteinson.
Ingibjorg and Thorsteinn, with all the children, migrated from
Iceland in 1886, settling first at Akra, North Dakota. In 1889 they
moved to New Iceland and homesteaded at Husavick on a farm they
called "Holmur."
Groa married and remained in North Dakota, Anna and Einar
settled near Langruth, Manitoba, while the others settled in the vicinity
of Husavick, Gimli, and Winnipeg Beach.
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Agust Isfe1d, born in Iceland Aug. 31, 1870, settled in Husavick,
marrying Olivia Sigurbjorg Oladottir Bjerring, born August I, 1874, at
Nes, Adalreykjadalur, Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland. They settled on a farm
they called" Hof'. (Temple)
Their children:
I. Eirikur, born 1891, died 1971.
2. Gudrun Jokulros, born 1893, died 1969, married to G. E. Narfason. (see N arfason)
3. Ingibjorg Lena, married to Thorsteinn Johnson.
4. Oli Arilius, died as an infant.
5. Olof Sigurbjorg, married Alex Hermanson, of Boundary Creek.
6. Gerdur Soffia, died at age of six.
7. Hansina Ingibjorg, died at age of four.
8. Anna Jardthrudur, married Snorri Olson.
9. Olgeir Hans Trausti, died in 1960.
10. Einar Pall Helgi
II. Agust Victor Oddur (see Agust Victor Isfeld).
12. Gudmundur Bjorgvin Arilius, married Steinunn Jonsson of
Gimli. (see Jonsson) He is a guidance cousellor in Winnipeg, and they
have a son and a daughter.
13. Johannes, married to Inga Bjarnason of Gimli, with one
daughter, Burma, married to Douglas Hambly. They live at Portage La
Prairie, and have two sons, Garth and Kristinn. Joe is a painter at
Stony Mountain Penitentiary.
Agust Isfeld died July 5, 1928, and Olina died April 15, 1947.

SIGFUS PAULSON ISFELD FAMILY
Sigfus Paulson Isfeld, son of Pall and Isfeld and his wife Anna
Palsson, was born Dec. 28, 1907 in Gimli, and passed away May 29,
1971.
He married Lucy Ellen Gray in 1931, and they had four children,
Louis Sigfus, Lawrence Robert, Gloria Isabel, and Anna Lucy.
Mr. Isfeld lived at Winnipeg Beach for 40 years, and was a fisherman. He was the first man to buy land along the lake around Arnes,
which he re-sold to businessmen from Winnipeg who developed summer
resorts there. He bought a share in G. M. Motors and sold cars in his
later years.
The family: Louis Sigfus: married Runa (Gudrun) Melsted and
settled in Gimli, where he is owner of Gimli Motor Products sales and
service. They have five children: Lawrence, who has returned to school
to com plete his grade 12 preparatory to attending uni versity; Ronald in
university, Debbie, Gloria Anne, and Brenda, at school in Gimli. Louis
was a member of the Kinsmen Club and Chamber of Commerce, and is
a member of the Viking Masonic Lodge.
Lawrence Robert has been in the automobile service and bodyshop business in Gimli for about IS years, and operates a large business
at Gimli Auto Body, and also at the industrial park, employing a large
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number of men. He is married to Dianne Graham, and they have a
daughter Lori. Lawrence is an active member and past president of the
Kinsmen Club, member of the Chamber of Commerce, etc., and
Dianne is a member and past president of the Kinette Club.
Gloria Isabel married Ian Anderson of Winnipeg. They have four
children, Anna Lou, Gwen, Gordon, and Lucy.
Anna Lucy married Bruce Robertson, a G.M. dealer at Pine Falls.
They have two children, Gloria and Douglas.
Lucy Isfeld now lives in Gimli, works at the Robinson Store, and is
a member of the Gimli Women's Institute.

THE SIGURJON ISFELD FAMILY
Sigurjon Isfeld was born in Mjoafjordur, Nordurmulasysla, Iceland, in 1874, the son of a well-to-do fisherman, Eirikur Palsson IsfeId,
and his wife Ingibjorg. Eirikur was drowned in 1881, leaving his widow
and eight of their nine children. In 1884 she married Thorsteinn
Jonsson Mjofjord, and they had one son, Olafur Thorsteinson.
In 1886 they migrated to America, settling first at Akra, North
Dakota, and moving to Husavick in New Iceland in 1889.
Sigurjon married Maria Jonasson, and they settled at South
Beach, near Gimli. He was a farmer, fisherman, and trapper, and in
later years, a mink rancher. During his first winter in New Iceland he
caught his first animal, a fisher, which he sold to a local merchant for
$36. He began to drive dog teams as a boy, and many winters were
spent with his beloved husky dogs as his chief companions. He acted as
a guide for prospectors, fishermen, and fur traders.
One of his most vivid memories was his trip to England, to take
100 husky dogs for Sir Ernest Shackleton's expedition to the South
Pole, in 1914. Sir Ernest hired Sigurjon, J. B. Johnson, and Jack
Castleman, to deliver the dogs, bought in the Gimli district, transported
in individual crates in three cattle cars to Montreal, where they waited
three days for the cattle boat Montcalm, which took them to England
on a 16-day voyage, under comfortable circumstances.
The dogs delivered, they spent ten days in luxury, paid for by Sir
Ernest, who offered them a week's holiday in Belgium if they wished to
return by the Montcalm. That very night, however, Germany invaded
Belgium, and they were told to leave Britain immediately if they wished
to return to Canada safely. Sir Ernest invited Sigurjon to accompany
him to the South Pole, and he wired his wife for her advice. She wired
back, "Come home."
The return trip on the Empress of Britain took only six days, and
Jack Castleman, a young Irishman, left them at Montreal to enlist in
the army. He was killed in action.
Before they left England, Sir Ernest Shackleton presented them
with beautiful gold watches engraved with their names, and "From Sir
Ernest Shackleton", and expensive razors.
On the return trip of the South Pole voyage, Sir Ernest
Shackleton's ship was crushed between two icebergs, and as she was
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sinking, the crew shot most of the dogs. All but ten of the crew reached
England safely, but only four dogs were saved, which were presented to
the London Zoo.
Sigurjon Isfeld has another interesting episode in his colourful life
- a venture into the movie industry. He and two other Gimli residents,
Captain Baldi Anderson and Gudjon Amason, were in a movie with
their dog teams, in a picture filmed in Chicago and Detroit in the early
days of film-making. Mr. Isfeld's daughter Emily Restrick related the
story in an issue of THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN as told to her by
her father.
The film was about a young girl who went to the Yukon during the
gold rush. Gudjon and Baldi played Indians, but Sigurjon, a man over
six feet tall, weighing 240 pounds, was judged to be too big for that part.
The female star of the picture petted the dogs and fed them candies
between sets, and they never would obey well afterwards.
Mr. Isfeld also supplied dogs for Rear Admiral Richard Byrd's
second Antarctic expedition in September, 1933.
Sigurjon Isfeld and his son Steve were also among a number of
Gimli residents who took the snowy white husky dog teams to Winnipeg for the February bonspiels. Doddi Thordarson was their partner,
and other teams were taken in to River Park, with colourfully
decorated sleighs, by Oli Isfeld, Alii Jonasson, Gilli Anderson, and Ed
Smith. They took people for pleasure rides a mile up the river and back,
for 25 cents each. Sigurjon's other great enjoyment was dancing. He
was one of the founders of the Gimli Old Timers Association, which
through the years has held an annual oldtimers' reunion ball at the
Gimli Park pavilion. For years he called off square dances, while his
half-brother Oli Thorsteinson played his violin, and for many years he
led the grand march.
Sigurjon and Maria had four children, Aurora, Steve, John, and
Emily. Aurora, married to Ian Innes-Taylor, and Emily married to
Vernon Restrick, have lived in Edmonton for many years.
Steve who was married to Valdina Sveinson, died in 1961 at his
home, adjacent to that of his brother John, who married Fanny Isfjord.

Mr. alld Mrs. Sigurjoll Isfe/d.
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John is a fisherman and mink rancher, and they have four children,
Maria, Robert (Bob), AlIan, and Audrey. Maria is married to Verne
Frantz, in the armed forces, and they have four children, Larry, twins
Sharon and Susan, and Donald. Robert and his wife Gudrun Jacobson,
from Arborg, have two children, Ian and Donna. Bob works for the
armed services as a civilian employee. AlIan is married to June
Humphreys, and they have three children, RusselI, Janice, and Allana.
They have renovated his uncle Steve's home as their home, and AlIan
works as a carpenter.
Audrey is married to Fred White, of the armed forces. They have
three children, Ricky, Raymond, and Brenda.
Mr. and Mrs. Innes Taylor have two daughters, Dianna and
Sharon, and five grandchildren.
Maria, Sigurjon's first wife, died in 1930. Later he married Irene
Peterson, and they had twO' daughters, Bonita, who is married to
Howard Jensen, and they live at Coquitlam, B.C. with their four
children; and Aurora, married to Marvin Rule, with three daughters
presently living at Vancouver, B.C.
Sigurjon spent his last years at the home of his daughter, and sonin-law Emily and Vernon Restrick, in Edmonton, sightless, almost a
century old, but alert in mind. He died in 1973, and was brought home
to Gimli for burial. His second wife Irene is still living and has remarried.

THE ISFJORD FAMILY
Thordur Isfjord was born in Isafjordur, Iceland in 1875. He came
to Canada a boy of 16, and later married Margaret Howard, who had
also come from Iceland as a young girl, with her aunt. It is thought that
she took the name of Howard after coming to Canada. They were
married in Winnipeg, and came to Gimli to live. Thordur took a
homestead west of Gimli, named Fjoni, and was a fisherman and
farmer alI his life. He was also active in community life, being one of
the founders of the Gimli Old-Timers' Association, and a drummer in
the first Gimli band. He sang in the Lutheran choir for many years, and
was its director. He supported the church in every activity. He also
sang in choirs which performed at the Icelandic Celebrations. Margaret
was a member of the Minerva Ladies' Aid.
Thordur and Margaret had one son, Norman, and five daughters,
Gavrose, Groa, Sigrun, Thelma, and Fanny May.
Norman, who was a fisherman at Gimli until his death in 1957,
married Katie Slywka. Their children:
Norma married Donald Torbert, a member of the American Air
Force who was stationed at Gimli. They lived during his period of active
service, in Ohio, but since his retirement from the forces have moved
back to the Camp Morton district, where they have built a home. They
have one daughter, Debbie, who is still in Ohio, and one son, Lorne at
home.
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Thelma is married to Arthur Lamenda of Calgary. Her children
are Richard, Lucy, Colette, JoAnn, Kathie. and Tommv.
Margaret married Walter Josephson of Gimli, a fisherman and
carpenter. Their children are: Linda, Mrs. Cameron Benediktson, with
sons Kristjon and Sigmundur, Carolyn, receptionist for the Drs. Patel,
Cindy, Mrs. Lome Harasym, Arborg, with a son, Lome, Wanda,
Mona, and Steven at home.
Elert, a Gimli plumber, married school teacher Daisy Vigfusson of
Riverton. They have three children: Louise, a trained nurse, at Regina;
Kerrine, and Mark.
Gavrock (Norman), married Josephine Potoski of Riverton. They
have five sons, Norman, Joseph, Timothy, Peter, and Jason.
Norman Jr. is employed by the Parks Board in Winnipeg. They are
active members of the Lutheran Church, and their sons are active in
sports, particularly junior wrestling, in which several have taken championships.
Marvin is an employee of Gimli Construction Company, married
to Josephine's sister, Jean Potoski. They have five daughters, Debbie,
Kimberly, Maureen, Nancy, and Lisa, and one son, Raymond.
Herman is assistant manager of the Gimli Tom Boy Store. He is
married to Verda Miller of Gimli and they have four children:
Rosalind, Natalie, Herman Peter, and Carla.
Katherine is married to Jimmie Guttormson Jr., of Gimli, who
works for Gimli Transfer. They have four children: Susan, Daniel,
Patrick, and Kenneth.
Patricia is married to James Gottfried, a mechanic in Winnipeg.
They have three sons, Michael, David, and Clinton.
Katie Isfjord has lived alone in South Beach since her husband
passed away.
Gavrose Isfjord married Ronald Jones, who was a plumber at the
Gimli Armed Forces Base. He passed away on June 25, 1965. Their
children: Roland, who worked first in the Gimli bank, then attended the
University of British Columbia, married Eva Brown, and worked in
business. He passed away in 1963.
Margaret Jones married Robert Davison, a member of the Canadian Armed Forces. They have lived in many places, including Europe,
and are now at Trenton, Ont. with their two daughters, Patti and Lorri.
Patti is attending university at Guelph, Ont.
Lucille married Douglas Scott, a pilot in the Canadian Armed
Forces, now retired from the Forces and chief pilot for the Irving Company at Saint John, N.B. They have a daughter, Colleen. Their son
Brian passed away in 1973. Lucille is an avid curler.
Muriel married Michael Fielding, a member of the Armed Forces.
They are presently stationed at Comox, B.C. with their daughter,
Tracy.
Their mother, Gavrose, spends part of each year visiting her
daughters. She is also an active member of the Lutheran Church. The
girls sang in the choir when they were living in Gimli.
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Groa Isfjord married Siberg Kristjanson, a Gimli farmer and
fisherman, and they operated the original Isfjord farm. Groa passed
away in 1965, and her husband is retired from farming. Their children:
Siberg Jr. passed away at the age of 34.
Iris is married to a member of the armed forces, Roger Latrielle,
and they have two daughters.
Vivian is married to Allan Lockhart, and they have four children,
two of whom belonged to her first husband, a pilot who died in an air
crash.
Margaret Rose Kristjanson married George Godon, a member of
the armed forces. They have five children.
Sigrun Isfjord is unmarried, and lives in Gimli with her sister
Gavrose. Thelma Isfjord married George Crane, grandson of Einar
Gislason (Einar the Bookbinder). They moved to Michigan City, Indiana, where Thelma died in 1953. Fanny May Isfjord married John
Isfeld, a mink rancher and farmer in South Beach. Their children:
Maria, married to Verne Frantz, a member of the armed forces,
with four children, Larry, twins Sharon and Susan, and Donald;
Robert, employed by the armed forces as a civilian, married to Gudrun
Jacobson of Arborg, with two children, Ian and Donna; Allan, married
to June Humphries, working as a carpenter, has three children, Russell,
Janice, and Allana. Audrey married to Fred White of the armed forces,
has three children, Ricky, Raymond, and Brenda.
Margaret Howard Isfjord passed away in 1934. Some time later,
Thordur married Ragnhildur Lyngdal. They lived on Sixth Avenue, in
Gimli. Thordur passed away in June, 1954. Ragnhildur passed away
Aug. 27, 1969.
JACOB AND THORUNN JACOBSON
The parents of Thorunn Jacobson of Gimli were Mr. and Mrs.
Thorkell Thorkelsson, who adopted the name of Kelly when they came
to Canada from Iceland in 1898, when Thorunn was nine years of age.
Thorunn married Eyjolfur Eyjolfson, and they lived in Selkirk,
where he passed away in 1912, leaving her a widow with one daughter,
Margaret. In 1918 Thorunn married Jacob Jacobson, son of Bjarni and
Halldora Jakobsson, who came from Iceland. They lived in Selkirk until 1928, when they moved to Gimli, living from that time in a large
home on First A venue.
Jacob was born in Winnipeg. His parents moved to a farm at
Geysir where he grew up. When he was 16 years of age, he was
employed by Tryggvi Jonasson during winter fishing on Lake Winnipeg. That winter, in a storm north of Berens Island, Mr. Jonasson,
Jacob, another man, and another 16 year old boy became lost in a
storm with their dog team. The dogs tried to go one way, but the men
thought they knew better, and the result was that they were hopelessly
lost. It was a long time before they found tbeir way again, and the other
16 year old boy froze to death, while Jacob's feet were badly frozen. It
took a week with dogs and sleigh to get him to General Hospital in
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Winnipeg, and both of his feet had to be amputated leaving only the
heels. He told his family the time in hospital was the loneliest in his life,
because he spoke no English and nobody in the hospital knew Icelandic. He was determined that he would walk again, and pulled himself
around by the fences until he could. He walked on shoes stuffed with
filling all his life, and on one occasion walked nine miles when his car
became stuck. He carried special felt shoes in the car for walking, as ordinary shoes turned around on his feet.
He worked for the Northwest Navigation Company from 1915 to
1918 as an engineer on the boats "Idell", "Rocket", and "Garry".
Earlier he had been engineer on the LuAnna 1. Later he worked as an
engineer at the Selkirk Rolling Mills. When he left there, he began
fishing, and later fish buying. He went into a partnership with H. M.
McGinnis, Beggi Einarson, and Hrolfur Sigurdson, in the Inland
Fisheries at Gimli, on the north side of the dock. The company went
bankrupt in the depression in 1929, and later, in the 1930s, Jacob and
his brother Laugi took the buildings over and operated a fish market
there, since they had had difficulty marketing goldeyes in Winnipeg for
a satisfactory price. They continued in business until Laugi joined the
Provost Corps at the beginning of the second world war. The buildings
burned down in 1939. From that time, Jacob Jacobson and his sons
continued as fishermen and fish buyers.
Jacob Jacobson was born in 1888, and died in 1967.
The family: 1. Margaret Eyjolfson married Richard Leon Vopni,
who died in 1941. They had two children, Carol and Wilfred. Margaret
remarried in 1949, to Henry Rowe. They moved to Edmonton, where
Margaret has worked for the government for 15 years. Carol is in business training, after receiving her B.A. in Fine Arts from the University
of Alberta. Wilfred is a master carpenter, stage technician, actor, and
teacher of stage craft.
2. Dora married Gilbert Sigurgeirsson, an aero engine mechanic,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sigurgeirson, formerly of Gimli. He was in
the air force during the second war, and was a fisherman and boat
builder. He now has a radio and T.V. shop.
3. B. A. (Gusti) married Rose Magnusson of Hnausa. They have
three children, Gordon, Margaret, and Patricia. Gusti joined the air
force in 1942, graduated as a pilot in the first course at the Gimli Air
Base, and served overseas in England for 16 months. He is a commercial fisherman. Gordon works for Chicken Delight in Gimli.
Margaret works for a telephone company in Vancouver, B.C. and
Patricia is in school.
4. Jack (Jacob Jr.) Jacobson married Millie Nelson. He is a commercial fisherman. Millie is secretary-treasurer of the Lake Winnipeg
Fishermen's Association. They have two children: Leslie, married to
David Austin, living in Vancouver, B.c., and David at school. Leslie is
working in a bank in Vancouver.
5. Leonard, a commercial fisherman, was born in 1926 and died in
1968.
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6. Evelyn married Jack Robertson of Selkirk, owner of Robertson
Furniture Store. They have five children, Jack, who works in his
father's store, and David, Mark, Diana, and Reid, all at school.
Thorunn Jacobson, now a resident of the Betel Home, was a
faithful member of the Gimli Lutheran Church, treasurer of the Ladies'
Aid, "Framsokn", for 28 years, and a member until it disbanded. She
was also a member of the Ladies' Auxiliary to the Canadian Legion,
and took part in many community activities. She was made an
honorary life member of both Framsokn and the Auxiliary and received
her 25 year membership pin in 1974.

GIMLI'S FIRST-BORN ICELANDER JON JOHANNSON
On October 22, 1875, the day after the first group of 285
Icelanders arrived by flatboat at the shores of Lake Winnipeg near
Willow Point, a baby boy was born in a skin tent, sheltered by a large
white rock on the shore. That baby was Jon Olafur Johannson, son of
Johann Vilhjalmur Jonsson and his wife Sigridur Olafsdottir who came
from Jodisarstodum, Eyjafjordur, Iceland to Kinmount, Ontario, in
1874, following their marriage that year. Jon is remembered as the first
white child and the first Icelandic child born in New Iceland. He lived in
Gimli all his life, passing away in 1943 at the age of 68. He was one of
the children stricken with smallpox in the second year of the settlement,
bearing the marks of the disease all his life. Johann Jonsson was born in
1851, and died at Gimli in 1923. His wife Sigridur was born in 1849,
and died at Gimli in 1932.
Jon married Oddfridur Sveinsdottir who had come from Kalfanes,
Strandasysla, Iceland at the age of ten, living in the Point Douglas area
with her parents, and later employed as a nursemaid. They met in Winnipeg when Jon stayed at her mother's boarding house, and when her
family later moved to Gimli they became better acquainted. Her sister
Thuridur married Jon's best friend, Magnus Holm. Jon and Oddfridur
were married Feb. 18, 1903.

The lalltem used whell Gimli's first
whitl! child. JOIl Johallllsoll was born.
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They lived at first with Jon's parents, who later moved to another
farm west of the homestead, which was called Bolstad. All Jon's life he
was known as Jon of Bolstad. Jon and Oddfridur had seven children,
two of whom died before reaching their first birthdays. The other five
made their permanent homes in Gimli.
A) Dorothy (Dodi) married Arnberg (Beggi) Helgason, a
commercial fisherman later employed at the air force base. Dorothy
passed away in 1967. They had five children:
1) Dorothy, Mrs. Franklin Stevens, whose marriage ended in
divorce, lives in the family home, works at Cal verts' bottling plant. Her
children: Michelle, now Mrs. David Stacey of Winnipeg, Blair, and
Melanie.
2) Clarence, married to Nora Robinson, with five children.
Clarence is a fisherman at Rabbit Point. Their children are: JoAnne,
Brian, Diane, Dorothy, Darryl.
3. Arnold, married to Elise Cardinal, at Fort McMurray, Alta.,
they have four children: Kurt, Kimberly, Darryl, and Wade.
4) Bennetta, married to Donald Martin, living at Brandon, Man.,
four children, Garth, Glenn, Sandra, Sharon. (see Sigmundson)
5) Joan, married to Harold Cockerill, a pilot. They live in
Manassas, Virginia, and have two children, Gregory and Sherri-Lynn.

Grandmother.

Mother.
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B) Johann Johannson, is a retired commercial fisherman, was
married to Kristine Halldorson, who passed away. Later he married
Margaret Rolland of Selkirk and they live in South Beach.
C) Eleanor (Nora), married Solmundur Solmundson, a commercial fisherman, and they have six children. (see Solmundson)
D) Thura, married Herbert Bjarnason, a commercial fisherman.
Their children: Herbert, a school teacher at Morris, Man., B.A. and
B. Ed. married to I rma Friesen. Their children are Lori-Ann and Garth.
Jona, married to Reginald Nedo, live at Port Coquitlam, B.C., two
children, Jason and Jodi., Richard, a fisherman, Diane, Mrs. Jack
Gowenlock of Winnipeg, worked as secretary; one child Krista, now
living at St. Albert, Alta.
E) Stefan (Steve), who stayed on the family farm, passed away in
1964. His widow Elin (Albertson) is still on the farm. (see Albertson).
Oddfridur Johannson spent her last years at the Betel Home, and
passed away Jan. 24, 1963, aged 86 years. During her widowhood,
before moving to Betel, she had divided her time between the farm
home of Stefan, and the home of Johann.

SIGURJON JOHANNSSON FAMILY
Sigurjon Johannsson was born in 1887 at Hamar in
Hunavatnssysla, Iceland, the son of Johann Thorlaksson and his wife
Steinunn Jonsdottir. Johann died when his son was a little over a year
old, and later his mother married Jon Pjetursson, of Holtsmula, in
Langholt, in Skagafjardarsysla. They came to America in 1883, and
Jon built a log cabin along the Icelandic River, at Geysir, on a farm
which he named Fljotshlid.
In 1894 they bought the homestead of Magnus Halldorsson,
Soleyjaland, two miles west of Gimli, and also homesteaded a
neighbouring farm, which was named Nylendi.
Jon Pjetursson was a recognized community leader both at Geysir
and Gimli, particularly active in the Lutheran Church.
Sigurjon and Jon were partners in a mixed farming operation until
1918, when Sigurjon bought the farm and Jon retired to live with his
oldest daughter and her husband at Blaine, Washington, where he died
in 1920.
Jon and Steinunn had five children and one adopted son, Karl
Herbert, who died in 1918 at the age of 20. An infant daughter died
when they were almost across the Atlantic, and she was buried at
Quebec City. Their youngest child, Gunnlaugur, died a few months
after birth.
Three daughters lived to be over 80, and their mother over 90.
Kristin, a seamstress, married Halldor Johnson of Blaine,
Washington.
Anna Sigridur, a school teacher, married Einar E. Einarsson (see
Einarson). She is now a resident of Betel Home.
Ingibjorg Johanna, a school teacher, married Rev. Sigurdur
Olafsson. (See Olafsson).
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Sigurjon Johannsson married Anna Steinsson, daughter of Steinn,
a farmer at Hryggir, Gonguskord, in Skagafjardarsysla, and his wife
Sigridur Pjetursdottir from Nautabu in Hunavatnssysla. Sigurjon was a
councillor for the Municipality of Gimli for a few years during the first
world war. He always took a keen interest in politics, but his family and
his home were his first concern.
Anna was a member of the United Farm Women, which later
became the Minerva Ladies' Aid. She was a member until her death in
1946.
They had two daughters, both trained for the teaching profession.
Steinunn Johanna married Bergsveinn, son of Sigurjon Johnson
and .his wife Gudrun Thorvaldsdottir, of Arnes. They had two children,
Johann Sigurjon and Anna Gudrun. (see Bergsveinn Johnson family).
The younger daughter, Sigrun Anna, B.A. from the University of
Manitoba, married Wilfred Kissack, who died in 1973. Sigrun is a real
estate broker and owner of Kissack Agencies in Winnipeg. They have
two children, Lloyd Johann, presently provincial manager of sales for
an Alberta company, and Linda Ann, B.A. from the University of
Winnipeg, school teacher, married to Bruce Alexander.

JOHANNESSON-JOHNSON FAMILY
Johann Johannesson and his wife Sigridur Stefansdottir (who was
descended from Jon Sigurdsson, prime minister of Iceland), came from
Budum in Adalvik, Iceland in 1887, along with Sigridur's parents,
Stefan Sigurdsson and Gudrun Isleifsdottir, and her sister Rebekka and
her husband Thordur Bjarnason. They settled on Section 21, Township
20, 4 E, on a farm which Johann named Fagribakki.
They had five children: a baby who died shortly after they arrived;
Stefan, and Johanna, both deceased now; Helgi, born in 1899, died in
1974, and Jona, Mrs. Johann Arason of Gimli.
When He\gi was eight years of age, his father Johann met accidental death while cutting trees. His grandfather Stefan died of pneumonia
not long after, and his grandmother went to live with Rebekka and
Thordur, while his mother and the family moved into Arnes. Later she
married Stefan Johnson, and they had four children: Herbert and
Traverse Johnson, who became commercial fishermen in Gimli and the
north of the lake, and married sisters, Lily and Inga Solmundson (see
Solmundson). Clara and Capitola were twins. Clara married Elli Einarson, and they had six children. Two daughters, Bernice, Mrs. Stoney
Eyolfson, and Ellen, Mrs. Helgi Sigurdson, live in Gimli. Clara was
widowed and later married Mundi Halldorson of Selkirk. She died in
1973. Capitola married William Stefanson, son of Bjorn and
Sigthrudur Stefanson, and they moved to the Vancouver area, and have
four children: Laura, Mrs. W. Belton, twins, May (Mrs. McLachlan)
and Robert; and William Jr.
Helgi Johannesson worked on the farm and also became a fisherman. He married Maria Gudny Snifeld, daughter of Jon Bjornsson,
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who changed his name to Snife1d, and his wife Sigurros Markusdottir
Danielson, from Thistifjord, Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland. They lived in
Riverton for a year, and then moved to Winnipeg. Helgi organized and
operated the Johannesson Fisheries Company in Riverton, moving the
operation to Winnipeg for nine years from 1921 to 1930. The company
at one time was handling as much as ten refrigerator carloads of fish per
season, and later handled up to 60 and more carloads per season.
In 1930 He1gi and Maria and their family moved back north, and a
few years later, to Gimli, where Helgi engaged in fishing. In 1952 he obtained work at the R.C.A.F. Station, a.nd worked there until his retirement. He1gi passed away Nov. 17, 1974.
Their family:
a. Emily Sigridur married Charles Fogerty, and they had two children,
Sean and Christine. She was widowed, and later married Herschel
Woltzen, and they live at St. Louis, Mo.
b. Grace Sigurros married Carl A. MaIm, and they had three children,
David, Karen (Mrs. Michael Donaldson) and Brian. They live at Vancouver.
c. Sylvia Jonina married Clifford Gordon Stemp, now deceased. They
had four daughters, Katherine Marie, married to Brian Olafson, with
two children, Kristjana Sigridur and Johannes Ami, in Winnipeg; linda Violet Diane, married to Russ MacAteer, who works on the Dew
Line. They live in Winnipeg, and have a daughter, Shannon. Theresa
Sigrid (Terry), married to William Maidens, one daughter, Angela
Dawn, living at Thompson, Man. Debora Grace (Debbie) married to
David Kilpatrick Jr., have just moved to Brandon, Man. Sylvia now
lives with her mother and works at the Betel Home.
d. Dolores Johanna married Jonas Sigson (Sigurgeirsson), son of Rev.
and Mrs. Skuli Sigurgeirsson. Dolores is a registered nurse. They live at
Victoria, B.c. and have one son, Skuli.
e. Marlene Helga died at the age of three.
Johanna (Joa) Johannesson, Helgi's sister, married Sigurberg
(Beggi) Einarson of Gimli, who was a fisherman, and also a partner at
one time in Freshwater Fisheries, at the north side of the Gimli dock.
They had six children.
1. Jonas, their only son, born in 1918, died tragically in 1936,just at the
time when he was old enough to assist his mother, who was widowed in
1930. Beggi was only 35 when he died.
2. Josie was born in 1919, and died young also, in 1940, and (3) her
sister Inga, born 1929, died in 1934.
4. Violet married Thomas (Trick) Cochrane, and they had three
children; Decima, Leslie Ann, and Tommy.
5. Lorna married Charles Tandy, and they had two children, Dianne Jo
and Craig.
6. Isabelle married Bramwell Bennett, and they had two children, Craig
and Barbara.
Violet and her family live at Islington, Ont. Lorna and her family at
Tillsonburg, Ont., and Isabelle and her family at Galt, Ont.
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Johanna had a difficult life, being widowed so early with a large
family to support. She passed away in 1959, aged 62.
Jona Johannesson married Johann Arason in 1912. Johann's
parents were Eggert Arason and Sigurlina Jonasdottir. Eggert had
come to Canada from Akureyri, Iceland, with his mother, Judit Ingibjorg Gudjonsdottir, and her third husband, Sigurdur Jonsson. His
father Ari Arason had been drowned at sea, as had Judit Ingibjorg's
first husband, Petur Tergesen, father of H. P. Tergesen.
Eggert and Sigur1ina had six children - Ari, who died in
Saskatchewan, Leifi, killed in the first world war; Johann, who married
Jona Johannesson, Elin, Mrs. Hrolfur Sigurdson, Jona, Mrs. Dori
Peterson, and Inga, Mrs. Erlendson. Eggert lived for awhile in North
Dakota, and later was a lighthouse keeper on Lake Winnipeg.
Johann Arason was a fisherman and a carpenter. They lived for
awhile at Ames, and then moved into Gimli, where he built many
houses, usually selling them after a year and building another for
himself. Times were hard, and wages low.
Joe and Jona had eight children: Kristrun Stefania, who married
Kris Hannesson,. a butcher. They had four children. She was widowed,
and married again to Wes Bolton of Winnipeg. Johanna (Josie) married
Thor ErJendson of Arborg. They have four children. The rest of the
family settled in Gimli: Eleanor (Ella) married Ben Larusson, (see
Larusson Family) Helga married Palmi S. Einarson (see Einarson);
Sheila married Harold Dalman (see Dalman), Edda married Walter
Karl Einarson (see Einarson), Clarice married J. V. Amason (see Amason), and their one son, Eddie married Laura Thordarson (see Thordarson).
Johann died in 1961. Jona lived in the Landmark Apartments in
Gimli and has now moved to the Betel Home. She has been a strong
supporter of the Lutheran Church, and when her children were young,
the family filled one of the pews in the old church every Sunday.

THEN THERE'S ELLI! - by Joey Thordarson
Elias Geir Johannson was one of Gimli's most unforgettable
characters and a household name for many years. Elli, the exceedingly
jolly, friendly, hard-working "dray man" with inexhaustible energy,
had human interest, human compassion, and a good word for all.
His services and contributions to our little town were probably
under-estimated, for as we look back we wonder how our community
could have functioned without him. He was such a part of our everyday
life.
Elli worked for awhile for George Zeron, whose stables were
located on Centre Street where the Tomboy Store now stands. Around
1920 he and Gunnar Johnson became partners in a dray and livery
business and bought Julius Solmundsson's stables, which were situated
at the present site of the Gimli Theatre. After Elli's death, Gunnar kept
the business going until 1945, when he started a new business; housemoving and lifting.
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Elli was a most reliable dray man. A watch was something he never
possessed, yet he was never late in meeting the many trains that arrived
in Gimli in those years, to pick up the mail, passengers, express, and
freight. For many summers he drove a long, high wagon with seats on
either side (they called it a "bus"), and took the train passengers to their
destination-to the Lakeview Hotel (now the Betel tI0me), to town, or
the campers to Loni Beach.
.
Driving the local doctor when he was called out of town, and picking up passengers who were catching an early train, were among the
many services rendered.
In the winter Elli and Gunnar would cut ice near the fisheries
building, and the horses would haul it into the ice' house to be used the
following summer by businesses, and sold to householders for their ice
boxes. The housewives would bless Elli in winter when he would bring a
load of ice blocks to their homes to be melted into soft water for their
washing, as the water from the artesian wells was very hard.
A Ford car was purchased in 1922, which was used as a taxi. Elli
did not drive it until later when it was converted into a truck. He was so
used to driving horses, that in his first efforts at driving the truck he
would call "Whoa" when he wanted to stop.
He was probably the only man in Gimli who could go into any
home and say, "Where's the coffee?" and get away with it, and he had
many coffee breaks - a real Icelander!
His favourite pastime was playing cards, and he spent many enjoyable evenings at the homes of his friends. His contagious laughter
would ring through the homes, bringing joy to all concerned.
Elli was born in Iceland. He had' a half-sister and half-brother,
Lauga and Kristjan Geir, who resided in North Dakota. His only child
was a daughter Ena who pre-deceased him by two or three years. His
wife had died when their little girl was born. Elli passed away after a
short illness, at the age of 57, and was mourned by the community. He
believed that life was to be lived. He still lives in the hearts of many
Gimli people.

Eli Johannson alld his Dray.
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BERGSVEINN JOHNSON FAMILY
Bergsveinn Johnson, son of Sigurjon Johnson and his wife Gudrun
Thorvaldsdottir, daughter of Thorvaldur Thorvaldsson of
Vididaltunga, Ames, was brought up at Oddi in Arnes, the third of nine
children. He was fond of music, and played the organ at both the
Unitarian and Lutheran churches in Ames, as well as playing for
dances with his brothers Marino and Albert.
Beggi, as he was called, took a diploma course in agriculture at the
University of Manitoba. After the sudden death of his father, he and his
brother helped their mother support the family.
He married Steinunn Johanna Johannsson, daughter of Sigurjon
and Anna Johannsson (see Johannsson), in 1934, and moved to
Soleyjaland west of Gimli to farm in partnership with his father-in-law,
until his sudden death from polio in 1944, at the age of 40. He was a
devoted husband and father. They had two children, Johann Sigurjon
and Anna Gudrun.
After Bergsveinn's death, Steinunn and her father continued dairy
farming. In 1953 Soleyjaland was expropriated by the federal
government for the air base, so the family bought another farm on the
No.8 Highway, known in pioneer times as Litli Skogur. Steinunn has
been a member of the Minerva Ladies' Aid for 40 years, and was a 4-H
Club leader for a number of years. For the past eight years she has been
a member of the Evergreen Regional Library Board, and for the past
seven years, treasurer for the three libraries, which entails a great deal
of work which she carries out very capably.
Johann Sigurjon took a diploma course in agriculture at the
University of Manitoba and joined his mother and grandfather on the
farm. Following the death of Sigurjon Johannsson in 1958, Johann and
his mother continued farming. Johann married Marilyn Bobrovich, and
they have four children, Bryan Douglas, Jasper Neil, Edward Johann,
and Karen Anna. Marilyn is a talented pianist and organist, who has
played for local churches, and has organized concerts at Minerva Hall.
Anna Gudrun, after graduating from the University of Manitoba
with a B.A., joined Air Canada as a stewardess, based in Montreal. She
has held various positions and is now Projects Manager for Air
Canada. In 1974 she married Harold Vermeeren, also with Air Canada.
They make their home in Pointe Claire, Que.

JOHANNES AND BOTHILDUR JOHNSON
Johannes Johnson, the son of Jon and Thorbjorg Petursson, came
to Canada from Laxardal, in Dalasysla, Iceland. His wife was the
daughter of Gudny Olafsdottir, and Bjorn Jonsson from Thistilfirdi,
Sudur Thingeyjarsysla. They came to Canada in the early 1880s and
settled first at Vidvik and later at Svidning. The time of her marriage to
Johannes is not known, but it was probably in the 1890s. Bjorn died in
1911, and Gudny in 1914. Her brother, Hjortur, a shoemaker in Gimli,
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died in 1907 at the age of 26 years. Some of his poems were published in
"Baldur" .
In 1894, Johannes held office in the LO.G.T., (Good Templars).
For a time he worked in Winnipeg, and then delivered passengers and
mail from Winnipeg to this area. In 1899 he sold land in the Husavick
district, and became Commissioner of Oaths. He had the first horse
power threshing machine in the Vidines district. Johannes and
Bothildur then homesteaded Litla Mork, where their nine children were
born. Johannes was a man who loved the written word. Bothildur was
well known for the excellent butter she made, and in her later years she
knitted and sold fishermen's mittens.
In Winnipeg Johannes worked in a law office and gained
knowledge of law without holding a degree. He was known in the
Icelandic community as "Johannes the lawyer". There being no other
lawyer generally available, he was often consulted on legal matters by
both Icelanders and Ukrainians. At times he took the census, and often
worked at election polls. Their children attended school at Dnister, and
some of them studied Ukrainian. He believed that another language
added to their education. He served on the Dnister school board. In
1920 they sold Litla Mork and moved into Gimli. Johannes passed
away in 1928, and Bothildur, now 96 years of age, is a resident of Betel
Home. Their children were as follows. I. Grace Rosamund. who passed
away when a teen-ager. 2. Gudny married Sumarlidi Matthews, and
their three children are: (a) Grace Sumarros, married to Jackson Willis,
with six children, (b) Lillian Margaret, Mrs. Richard Gudmundson, has
four children, and (c) Albert Johann, married to Ruth Harrison, has
five children. 3. Johanna. Mrs. Steini Finnson, lives in Gimli. Their
three sons are: (a) Ernest Alexander, married to Joyce MacKenzie, has
two children, (b) Walter Roy and (c) Einar Mundi. 4. Johannes Alexander married Lovisa Fjeldsted, and they have four children: (a) Elva
Margaret, Mrs. Robert Corbin, has two children, (b) Alexandra Lovisa
married Dan Yackoboski and has three children (c) Emily Grace and
her husband, Michael Boyko, live in Dugald, Manitoba, (d) Allan
Wallace, at home. 5. Thorbjorg Laufey is married to Stefan Johnson,
and their home is at Kelowna, B.C. They have three children, (a) Norman Oli, married t6 Margaret Fogg. They live in Calgary and have four
children and three grandchildren, (b) Dorothy Joan, Mrs. Faylon
Brubemeier, has four children. Their home is in Redding, California.
(c) Keith Gordon lives with his wife Joan in Calgary. There are three
children. 6. Kristine Svava died in infancy. 7. Jon also passed away in
childhood. 8. Gudrun Una who is married to Halldor Bjarnason, has
two children: (a) Halldor Jon who lives in Seattle, Wash. with his wife
Sandy, has two children. (b) Shirley Una, Mrs. Leigh Syms, has one
daughter. 9. Jonina. Mrs. B. A. Van Ruiten, passed away in 1968.

J. B. JOHNSON FAMILY
"Jon Bjornsson Johnson is his name, but in many communities
where he is known, he is commonly called" J. B.", or else by the Icelan586

dic community "Jon a Birkinesi" - John of Birch Point. He is so quiet
in manner and totally unassuming that at first glance one could not
perceive the tremendous capacity for action in this son of pioneers and
pioneer himself. His friendly smile and soft voice never raised in argument do reveal his essential humanity and concern for his fellowmen,
but give no hint of the unswerving loyalty to principles, people, and
causes and rock-hard steadfastness of purpose and action." So writes
Sigurbjorg Stefansson of J. B. Johnson, in the Icelandic Canadian,
1974.
J. B. Johnson, born July 4, 1886 in Vopnafjord, Iceland, came to
Gimli with his parents, Bjorn Johnson and his wife Gudrun, in 1892.
With them came J. B.'s half-brother, Bjorn, and half-sister, Stefania.
Stefania became Mrs. McRitchie, now deceased. Bjorn died in the
1930's, leaving an $18,000 bequest which was the starting point for the
Johnson Memorial Hospital in Gimli.
J. B. began fishing at the age of twelve, with a net of his own, working with Jonas Johannesson of Graenumork, the owner of a skiff in

Mrs. Cudrun Johnson, mother of the
Johnson family.

Mrs. Cudrun Johnson at her·home.

A ba[Jtism [Jarty. Rear: Crandma Johnson, Mrs. W. J. Amason, and Va/di, W. J.
Amasoll. Rev. Car/ a/SOli, Mrs. J. B. Johnson alld Bjorn, J. B. Johnsoll, and Runa,
Cralldllla Sofl/a Amasol/, Petrilla Cottska/kssoll. Front: Cudmunder Johnson, Bjorn
Johnson, C. E. SO/IIIUI/(!.I·OIl, alld Fjo/a, Beggi He/gason, Loa He/gason.
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which they fished off Vigur south of Gimli in summer and fall. J. B.
caught enough fish to supply his household the year round.
In 1901 he began winter fishing with Fridfinnur Einarson. J. B.'s
father died that spring, so he also had to look after their farm on the
Minerva homestead of Myrar. At the age of IS he was a commercial
fisherman and farmer supporting his mother and the younger children.
He worked the next two winters with Sigfus Bergman, and then
with his half-brother Bjorn, with whom he went into partnership for
some 20 years, mainly at East and West Doghead. In all, J. B. Johnson
spent over seventy years as fisherman, foreman or skipper of sail and
gas boats, fish packer and foreman or manager of fishing stations on
Lake Winnipeg, mainly self-employed, supplying his own equipment
and hired men, though often in partnership with others, and frequently
engaged in two or three operations at once. Much of the time he fished
In all three annual seasons.
Miss Stefansson has recorded many of his recollections of fishing
in the article mentioned above, which may be read in the section
"Fishing on Lake Winnipeg."

/1 hoaf frill fO Willow Poilll. L.-R.: "AlIlma" - Mrs. Gudrun Johnson, a/a
Ha//son, Mrs. J. B. Johnson, J. B. Johnson, W. J. (Villi) Amason, Mrs. W. J. Amason,
MUlldi Johlls()lI, !J()ri B;amasoll.

Rear: Mrs. Mundi Johnson, Mundi Johnson, Bjorn Johnson, Mrs. W. J. Amason.
W. 1. Amason, Mrs. John Josephson, John Josephson, Mrs. G. O. Gis/ason, ali
Josephsoll Sr. Frol1l: Silllhi Josephson, Mrs. Simbi Josephson, J. B. Johnsoll, Mrs. J. B.
J()hns()n, Einar P. Jonasson, edifor oj'Logherg.
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A christening parly althe Jarm home oj Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Johnson. Back rwo:
Barne)' Johnson, Bjorn Johmon, Gudrun (Runa) Johnson, Mrs. W. J. Arnason and Elin,
W. J. Amason, A. B. (Abie) Gislason, Mrs. Magga Josephson and Waller, Mundi
Magnusson (behind), Sill1bi Josephson, Mrs. John Josephson (Anna), Dodie Helgason
and Clarence, Grandma Johnson. Middle row: J. B. Johnson and Bina, Mrs. J. B. Johnson and Jonina, Laura Johnson, Rev. and Mrs. Johann Bjarnason, Mrs. Hilda Shaw and
Donnie, Dr. F. Shall'. Front row: Helgi Johnson, Joey Johnson, Johnny Arnason, HerIl/all Amason, Maria Jo.\·£,/)hson, Paulin£' Johnson, Simbi Johnson.

J, B.'s last seasons on the lake were in the summer and fall of 1971
and 1972, during which he fished alone in a skiff off Gimli, and caught
the full limit allowed, He then retired at the age of 86 having fished
Lake Winnipeg for a period of 75 years, missing only the years during
which the lake was closed, Now he has donated his skiff to the Gimli
Museum, where it will hold an honoured place in reminder of what is
likely to remain in an all-time record.
J. B. Johnson married Josefbina (Bina) Josephson, also of the
Minerva district, on May 3, 1913. When they had been married six
years, they bought the farm called Birkines, or Birch Point, at the north
end of Loni Beach, enlarged the house, built a new barn, and proceeded
to raise their nine children, and Shorthorn cattle.
Management of the farm was largely in the hands of Bina, for J. B.
was first of all a fisherman. "The daily tasks of dairy farming," writes
Miss Stefansson, "care of their two aged mothers, of hired hands, of
their nine children, of a large home, fell to her charge, combined with
extensive hospitality, community service, and helpfulness to neighbors,
in which husband and wife both shared."
Despite his preoccupation with the lake, J. B. found time to
become a community leader, taking a vital part in numerous
organizations: the Lutheran Church, a member of the council of which
he was for many years; the Fisherman's and the Fish Packers'
Associations, the Old-Timers' Association, the Icelandic National
League, of which he was vice-president for years: the Icelandic Reading
Association. He was a founding member of several, executive member
of most, and president of some. He now holds an honorary membership
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W.1. Amason and Oli Josephson.

A group ol Gimli men visiting Joey Johnson at Marshall Town J. Johnson, N. K.
Stevens. 1. B. Johnson. Dori Peterson. Mundi Magnusson.

Lelt: J. B. Johnson on his farm. Ahove: A view of the Amason Dairy.

in most of them. His wife Bina was an active member of the Deaconess
Society for over 35 years, and president of it for at least 20 years. She
has shared her husband's interest in most of these organizations.
One of J. B. Johnson's most vivid recollections is the trip he took
to England in 1914, with Sigurjon Isfeld and others, to transport 100
husky dogs for Sir Ernest Shackleton's expedition to the South Pole.
(See Sigurjon I sfeld story).
In 1951 Mr. and Mrs. Johnson sold their farm to Mr. and Mrs.
John Chudd, and bought the Chudd home in Gimli. Their home has
been the scene of many family gatherings, but now, in 1974, they have
retired to the Betel Home, where they are very comfortable.
Following are the descendants of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Johnson:
Gudrun (Rooney) married Laurence Stevens, a fisherman at
Gimli. She is very active in the Lutheran Church, having been a long590

standing member of the Ladies' Aid, and for a number of years a
member of the church council. She is also a member of the Selkirk
chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star, while Laurence belongs to
Viking Lodge No. 175 A.F. & A.M. They have two sons and a
daughter, Jon, who married Shirley Gibbons, is manager for the Bank
of Nova Scotia, in S.W. Calgary, where they live with their sons Vincent, John, and Dennis; Barney married Donalda Scribner ofGimli. He
is a policeman with the city of Edmonton police force, while Donalda is
an L.P.N., nursing at the Charles Campbell Hospital. Their children
are Hollie and James; Linda is married to Earl Sontag, a lieutenant
with the armed forces at Cold Lake, being in the construction engineering department. Linda works as secretary for the Grand Centre Health
Unit.
Bjorn Johnson (Barney) joined the RCAF in World War II, went
overseas, and was killed in action in 1942. He is buried in Holland.
Sigmundur (Simbi) is a butcher with the Co-op Store in Riverton,
while his wife Florence (nee Johnson) is a medical receptionist. Simbi is
a member of Viking Lodge No. 175, Gimli. Their daughter Jonina
works as a secretary for the Metropolitan Life Assurance Co. of Winnipeg, and they have a son, Billie, at school.
Pauline, whose husband, Gerry Morse is advertising manager at
McLeod's, Winnipeg. Their daughter Jerri-Leigh is married to Dick
Noordman, a salesman for Daly Display, Winnipeg, and she is
employed as an executive at National Trust.
Dr. Johann Johnson married Charlotte Harrison. He is a doctor of
veterinary medicine and supervision of animal health for McHenry
County, Illinois. Their daughters, Diane and Kristine are both with the
U.S. Navy, Kristine in training there for nursing. Their son Deane is at
school.
Helgi Johnson is married to Shirley Johnstone, who teaches school
at Selkirk. Helgi works for the Department of Indian Affairs, and they
live at Lockport, Manitoba. Their daughter Patricia (Pat), Mrs. Archie
Cordner, is employed at Montreal Trust, in Winnipeg, and has a son
Brendan. The second daughter, Jackie, a teacher, Mrs. George Turner,
lives in Saskatchewan, where her husband is with the armed forces.
Helgi and Shirley have a son, J. B. Johnson, who is still attending
school.
Laura's husband, Dennis McCarthy works for Air Canada in Winnipeg, as aircraft service coordinator. They have four sons: Murray, at
school; Paul, employed with Air Canada in Calgary; and twins Mike
and Pat, at school.
Josefbina (Bina), whose husband, Dr. Gordon Cleghorn, is a
radiologist at the Misericordia Hospital in Winnipeg. Their children
are: Blaine, attending the University of Manitoba, and Kevin, Debbie,
and Kathy, at school.
Jonina married William (Bill) Silvester, who is a co-pilot with
United Airlines, in Illinois. Their children, Maureen and Bradley are
attending school.
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JOHNSON FAMILY -

Josep Edvald and Marteinn Jonsson

Josep Edvald Jonsson and his wife Svanlaug Gunnarsdottir were
both born in Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland, emigrating to Ontario in 1883.
Within the year they moved to Akra, North Dakota, where their five
oldest children were born. His brother Marteinn, joined them there.
After twelve years of trying to farm poor, rocky soil they moved to New
Iceland. The parents and younger children travelled by train to Selkirk
and from there by sailboat landing at Willow Island. Meanwhile
Marteinn with his two older nephews, Marteinn and Gunnar, travelled
mostly by foot bringing the team of horses with the household supplies
and herding over a hundred sheep, sleeping under the wagon at night.
The family settled at Bergstudum in the Minerva district and Josep
made his living farming. The two younger children were born here and
Svanlaug died giving birth to the youngest. Later Josep was remarried
to Gudrun Gunnarsdottir, but they had no children.
Josep and Svanlaug had seven children, Marteinn, Gunnar, Jon,
Margret, Gudmunda, Kristjan and Svanlaug.
Marteinn, the oldest, was a fisherman all his life. During fall
fishing for many years he was in partnership with J. B. Johnson at Fox
Island. Between seasons, he often worked for his brother Gunnar in the
livery stable. Marteinn married Gudrun Bjarnason, daughter of Thordur and Rebekka of Nes.
Their children were:
Thordur (Tod), a fisherman who drowned in Lake Winnipeg at the
age of 31.
Asta, married to Harry Isfeld, a fisherman and living in Gimli.
They have one son, Harry, who works as a foreman at Saunder's Aircraft in Gimli. He and his wife Karen (nee Couch, from Port Arthur)
have two children Tammy Lynn and Kristinn Jon.
Harold (Halli) married Marjorie Rasmussen, daughter of Freda
(Sveinson from Svalabakka). They lived for many years in Gimli and
Harold worked at fishing and carpentering. Marge was active in
Lutheran Church activities. They now live in Fraser Lake, B.c. where
Harold is employed as a foreman for a company which mines
molybdenum, used for hardening space age metals. Their family all live
in B.C. Teddy is a fisherman on Great Slave Lake. Donald is a logger
and he and his wife Rita, have a son David Martin. Robert is also a
logger. Their only daughter Marilyn, her husband, Fred Gus, and
daughter Lori Anne live at Gold River, B.c.
Theodore (Teddy), who was Harold's twin and is now deceased,
was married to Dorothy Swanson and they had one daughter, Carol.
Teddy previously fished on Lake Winnipeg but at the time of his death
had lived and fished from Vancouver for many years. Carol receiving
her teaching degree from U. B. C. Teddy and Halli were both in the
Navy during the war.
Fjola, the youngest of Marteinn's children, is married to John C.
Gottfried, M.L.A. for Gimli and has herself been an active member in
the community. She was president of the C.W.L. of St. Michael's
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Parish for many years. John and Fjola have raised a family of six
children.
Diane, a teacher, married to Frank Barlishen, and living in.Winnipeg with their three children.
Jack received his B.Sc. in Civil Engineering at U. of M. and with
his wife, Gloria, and two children live in Portage la Prairie.
Brenda is married to Robert Paquin, a cook in the Armed Services
and they have three children.
Ronald is a painter at the Manpower Training Plant in Selkirk.
Susan, a secretary, married Glenn Zevena, who drowned. She is a
purchasing agent for Ravvin's Furniture in Calgary.
Kurt, a student, is still at home.
Gunnar was the second of Josep's children. For details see the
Hannesson family.
Jon was born in 1888. He married Freda (Vilfredur Arason) and
lived most of his life in the Husavick district. He was a fisherman,
farmer and worked at a variety of jobs, including construction. Freda
and John retired to live in Gimli.
Margaret's story is told in the Albertson family.
Gudmunda (Munda) was seven when her mother died and
remembers a young life filled with hardship and work. She married
Stefan Alex Al bertson, a fisherman, in 1917 and they lived to celebrate
their 50th anniversary. They resided for 15 years in Selkirk and the rest
of the time in H usavick on a portion of the Albertson family farm. They
had two sons: Thorsteinn (Stoney) a fisherman, and Douglas Clifford,
both deceased. Steve passed away in 1973 and Munda now lives at
Betel.
Kristjan (Stjani to some and Kris to others) was almost four when
their mother died and was sent to live with Larus and Thorunn at
Fogruvullum. He stayed with them until his late teens and had fond
memories of his foster-parents. He then lived with his sister, Margret,
until his marriage in 1923 to Ingibjorg (Loa) Thorkelson. More about
their children, Gudny Thorunn and Stefan Gudmundur, is told in the
Thorkelson family. Stjani's life was spent fishing on Lake Winnipeg
and fall and winter fishing was carried on for many years at Mill Point.
Stjani, now deceased, is remembered as a quiet, hard-working man, very
honest and never known to refuse help. In those days of the fishing station, his wife was often irked to find some of her groceries had disappeared; the recipients knew that Kris, not Loa, was the soft touch!
Svanlaug, who lost her mother at birth, was brought up by Jonas
and Kristin Bergman at Vidines. She stayed there until her marriage to
Egill Bessason. They farmed in the Husavick district until they passed
away in the early 1970's. Their son, Hinrik and his wife, Ruth, continue
to work the family farm. They have one daughter, Karen.
MARTEINN JONSSON, brother of Josep, came to Canada in
1879. He worked on the railways for some time and then joined his
brother in North Dakota. After coming to New Iceland, where he lived
for twenty years, and at the age of 47, he married Gudrun Ingimardot593

tir Eiriksson. They lived at Skalabrekku, moving to Vancouver in 1918
and then to Hunter Island where there were a number of Icelanders.
They were living in Ocean Falls when Gudrun died.
Their children were as follows:
Halldora Loverty living in Surrey, B.C.
Margret Fridrika Jolliffe, deceased.
Daniel Eirikur, deceased. Daniel was the first Icelander to
graduate from U.B.C. (gaining his B.A.).
Eirikur Valdimar now living in Aldergrove, B.c. Eric and Dan
were in the fishing business on the West Coast for many years and owned three large packers and a boat shop.
Gudrun Kristbjorg Morrison graduated as an R.N. in 1933 and she
and her husband, Percy, occupy themselves running a motel at Hope,
B.c. in their retirement years. Marteinn lived until the age of 89, spending his last years researching the family genealogy and leaving to his
descendants a detailed account dating back to 858.

THE EINAR JONASSON FAMILY
"Dr." Einar Jonasson, 1848-1931, a homeopath, came to Canada
with the first group from Iceland in 1874. They spent a year in Kinmount, Ontario, where work was scarce, wages low, living conditions
poor, and the land not suitable for settlement. He was one of those
chosen to look elsewhere for land, the others being Sigtryggur Jonasson
and Skapti Arason, who were joined on the way by Kristjan Jonsson
and Sigurdur Kristofferson. John Taylor, an English missionary working in northern Ontario, became a very good friend of the Icelandic people. He approached the Ottawa Government for a grant to help these
people to explore the land in the west - the Red River Valley. He got
the money on condition that he join the party, and this he did. They
reached Winnipeg on July 16, 1875. The land they chose for their new
settlement was the south-west shore of Lake Winnipeg and was named
New Iceland. These men then turned to Ontario to report on their
adventure and bring the settlers back. The main group of Icelanders
migrating to Manitoba, numbering about 300, left Kinmount on October 17, and reached Willow Point on October 21, 1875. Lord Dufferin
approached the Government for funds for travel and supplies for the
first winter, and they were granted. The next year a group of 1200 persons from Iceland joined the first settlers.
The first winter set in early, but most of the cabins had been completed by Christmas. Scurvy took many lives that first winter, mostly
the young. The small-pox epidemic took its toll the year after. Einar
Jonasson attended the sick during the epidemic. He moved to Winnipeg
in June 1881, and in the fall of the same year to North Dakota where he
lived until 1888. During those years he lost his wife and young child,
and was remarried to Jonina Olafson. He was a charter member in a
group known as the Icelandic Cultural Society.
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In 1888 he moved to Alberta, living in Calgary and Red Deer, then
in 1892 went to the Okanagan Valley, living in Kelowna and Vernon,
then returned to Gimli in 1899. Wherever he went he studied medicine
and attended the sick, being appointed Health Officer in 1901, a position he held for 8 years. He was general practitioner for Gimli and the
large surrounding area for many years, until his health failed. This area
reached as far north as Hecla Island, and west into uncleared land
where many Ukrainians had migrated. The work of a pioneer doctor
was very difficult, roads were poor, some just narrow trails, and travelling on foot was often the only means of transportation; heat, mosquitoes, etc. did not help. Where roads were better, horse and buggy, and
sleighs in winter were common, also rowboats and sailboats were used.
The doctor's office hours were all day and all night; people seemed to be
coming for help constantly, and this they received in full measure from
this kind, understanding friend. His wife, Jonina, besides bringing up a
family of 9, stood by his side all through those difficult years. Her
kindness and hospitality were always felt; many an extra meal was
served and often a bed was put up for the night for a weary traveller
coming to see the doctor. She was also interested, and took part in,
community affairs, such as working for the Unitarian Church, etc.
Their family of 5 sons and 4 daughters, now all but one deceased,
were as follows:
GUDNEY, Mrs. Dean Reid, had been a school teacher and a
social worker before her marriage. She held high offices in the Order of
the Eastern Star. She passed away in 1948. There are three daughters,
Jonina Estelle, Mrs. Roy Beeby, mother of 4 children, Roy, deceased,
Lynne, Dustan, Daniel; Doris lone Florence, a school teacher, married
Lloyd Swick. Their children are Alana, Gwen Ellen, Allison, Patricia,
and Brenda; Mary Gwen, Mrs. Roy Twinn, whose children are Brian,
Susan and Deanna.
EINAR was secretary-treasurer of the Village of Gimli, later of
the Municipality, for 28 years. He served 20 years as County Court
Clerk, and was a charter member and officer of the Old Timers'
Association. He was a charter member and secretary-treasurer of the
Icelandic Library. He served on the Icelandic Celebration Committee
for many years, also in the Community Club. He played hockey,
baseball, and supported the Hockey Club. He served as Mayor of
Gimli. He was elected to the Manitoba Legislature in 1932 and was
chosen to second the speech from the throne. He was also a Notary
Public. He married Anna Tergesen, and they had 3 children. More
details are in the Tergesen story printed elsewhere in the book.
OLOF, Mrs. S. O. Oddleifson of Arborg, was a school teacher in
her youth. In Arborg she was an active worker in the Unitarian Church,
and a life member of the Unitarian-Universalist Women's Federation
of Boston, Mass. She taught Sunday School and worked in the Hospital
Auxiliary and other community groups. She passed away in 1970. The
descendants of Mr. and Mrs. Oddleifson were: Thorey Jonina, married
Asgeir Fjeldsted, a civil engineer. Their children are John David, Janice
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Lee, and Ingrid Ann; Gestur Einar, a farmer, married V ordis Fridfinnson, and their children are Karen Joy, Enid, Kathleen V ordis, and
Kevin Einar; Sigurdur Oscar, married Norma Thorsteinson. Their
children are Judith Dale, Mrs. Karvel Karvelson, who has 3 children,
Lana Rae, Lisa Dale, and Clayton Karvel; Sigrid Marlene, Mrs. Barry
Zagozewski; Shelly Hope; Craig Jeffrey; and Curtis Todd.
ASTA, Mrs. L. Bates. She too was a school teacher, and she
studied music and art at St. Mary's Academy. She was a member of
Greenwood Women's Group, and worked for the Community Chest
and the Red Cross. She passed away in 1961. Children were Elizabeth
Mary, Mrs. Douglas Connell, who has 2 sons, James and Richard, both
married; John Raymond, married Aurora Corrigan, and their children
are Betty Jean, Jacqueline, and Barbara.
JONAS, who served in World War 1 from 1916-1919, was by
trade a carpenter and a fisherman. He had been very active in sports,
particularly baseball. He passed away in 1947. His widow, Kristin, survives and is a resident at the Betel Home.
BALDUR was Gimli's Town Clerk for 25 years. He was a school
trustee, Notary Public, and secretary-treasurer for the Unitarian
Church Board. He served on the Park Board and in the Old Timers'
Association. He served for a time in World War 1. His wife was Olga
Olson. Baldur passed away in 1947. Children - Margaret Grace, who
passed away in 1966; Jonina Pauline, Mrs. Kielback, whose children
are Brian John, Janet Lynne, Brenda Joan; Norma Edith, married
Joseph Stefanik, and has one son, Joseph Norman; Leon Herman, an
insurance agent, married Alice Kapusta. Their children are Lori Jean,
Michael Roy, and Trevor Lee; Vivi-Ann Gwen, married Raymond
Couture. She passed away in 1973, leaving five children - Daniel
Joseph, Deborah Claudette, Renee Anne, David Raymond, and Jacqueline Yvette.
FLORENCE, Mrs. Pete Hebert, was a librarian. She passed away
in 1968. Their son Garry Edward married Lynne Frankard.
EDWIN, was a bookkeeper and a fisherman, and an active
sportsman. He married Hanna Kristjanson, a Gimli girl, who
predeceased him in 1961. He died in 1966.
JOHANNES, the only one of this large family still living, resides
in Selkirk. He has been a fisherman, watchman and bookkeeper.

GISLI JONSSON
Gisli Jonsson was born at Holshjaleigu, Hjaltastadathingha, in
Nordur-Mulasysla, Iceland, on September 1, 1843. He died at Gimli
May 26, 1928. H is mother died when he was three years old, and his
father died ten years later. He remained in that area and married
Sigridur Arnadottir in 1873. They came to America in 1876 with two
sons, the older one of these died enroute in Duluth. They settled in
Ames where they homesteaded at Grenivo\lum. Their second son died
there at the age of two years. They moved to Winnipeg in March 1882
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and remained there until August 1883. Then they moved back to Ames
and settled at North Laufholi. Presumably, Gisli exchanged
Grenivollum for North Laufholi. There they lived until 1908,
whereupon they sold the homestead to Gudmundur Eliasson. From that
time until 1914 Gisli operated a general store in the vicinity. In 1913 he
married his second wife, Thora Eiriksdottir. The wedding took place at
the home of Agust Polson in Gimli. Mrs. Polson made the wedding
cake, two layers of which still remain in the possession of one of
Thora's daughters. Thora was born on February 7, 1888 in Utey,
Laugardalur, Arnessysla, Iceland, came to Canada in 1909, and died on
October 8, 1972.
Gisli built a store at Gimli around 1914, on Centre Street and Fifth
Avenue. He also owned two adjacent lots onto which he moved two
buildings from Ames, one presently occupied by 01i Markusson and
the other was occupied for many years by Egill Egilson. In one of these
buildings, when it was located at Ames, was held the first meeting to establish the Gimli Municipal Council, in 1887. Gisli served for a period
of seven years on the municipal council and a period of four years on
the Gimli Town Council. He attended the first evangelical Lutheran
convention in North America, at Mountain, North Dakota, in 1885, as
a delegate for the Ames congregation. (He was not present in a photo
taken of the delegates because he was visiting at the time).
Gisli was reputed to have been one of the leaders of the pioneer
community. Although he was not a trained carpenter, he superintended
the building of several of the first log cabins in Ames, some of which
were known to have been standing in 1939. He baptized several children
there since there was no minister there. He was an avid reader, capable
of reading Danish, Norwegian, English, and, of course, Icelandic.
Thora was skilled in handicrafts. In Iceland, she learned to sew at
an early age, and tailored the suits for her father and brothers. As a
result she went to Reykjavik and offered to work for nothing in a
tailor's shop in order to learn the ins and outs of tailoring. Actually,
after one week, according to her tutors, she was a full-fledged tailor.
She was self-taught. She was determined to master the English
language; she used to read the dictionary in the manner in which others
read novels. She believed that education was the epitome of achievement. She was extremely independent. She was well read, artistic took up sculpting and painting. She compose.d poetry, and left several
unpu blished poems.
Gisli and Thora had six children: 1. Gisli Thorir, educated at
Gimli, worked variously in the area, served in P.P.c.L.I. overseas, lived
in England and Scotland until 1967, when he returned to Winnipeg. He
resided there until his death in May, 1973. 2. Kristin, who died at the
age of two. 3. Steinunn, married G. B. Arilius Isfeld, a teacher and
guidance counsellor. Steinunn was educated at Gimli, resides in Winnipeg, and presently is employed by the federal government. Their
children are, (a) Brian Lynthor of the R.C.A.F., resides in Nova Scotia,
married Carol Donaldson, and they had four children, three of whom
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are living, all boys. (b) Patricia Arlein, Mrs. B. McKenzie. She taught
at Gimli in 1965-66. The family lives in Winnipeg and there are two
sons. 4. Kristin was educated at Gimli and Success Business College
and now does secretarial work. Her one son, Dr. Wilbur Jonsson, is
associate professor in mathematics, at McGill University. 5. Stefan
Eirikur died at the age of two. 6. Wilhelmina, Mrs. John Mabb, was
educated at Gimli, Winnipeg, and Minnesota. She is now associate
professor in mathematics at the University of Winnipeg.

RAFN JONSSON FAMILY
Rafn Jonsson (1833-1904) from Hvammsveit in Dalasysla, brother
of the psalmist Rev. Pall Jonsson of Vellir, emigrated in 1873 to Parry
Sound, Ont., where he worked in a sawmill in summer and at felling
trees in winter for two years. In 1874 he married Rosa J onsdottir (18481930) from Kirkjuhvammur in Hunavatnssysla. They came to Gimli in
1875.
The first winter in Gimli they were both ill in bed with scurvy, yet
he constructed a house on his homestead of Lundur. It burned down in
the spring before they could move into it, together with wheat intended
for sowing. Rosa was then still confined to bed, but Rafn was up and
about, though with his legs swollen to up above the knees.
That spring (1876) they stayed at Nyhagi with the brothers Bjorn
and Thorlakur, sons of Bjorn in Fornhagi. It happened that the wife of
a Norwegian named Lund, who had accompanied the Icelanders from
Ontario to New Iceland, gave birth to a child, and then had a stroke
which rendered her speechless and paralyzed on one side. She had been
ill with scurvy before the child was born. This Norwegian couple had
become acquainted with Rafn and Rosa in Ontario. When the child was
born, Lund, in his desperation, set out with it to Nyhagi, where he laid it
beside Rafn's wife Rosa, ill as she was. It lived till the next fall and then
died of summer complaint.
When Rafn had almost recovered, he left to work on a railroad in
the east, and when he returned he built a house on his homestead and
moved there, but did not stay long. They went to the Icelandic River,
where there were more people, stayed some years with Johann Briem of
Grund, and then twelve years on his homestead in the Isafold district,
named Vatnsnes. From there he moved to Gimli, and Rosa lived there
after his death, and stayed many years in her old age at Betel.
Those of their children that reached adult age were:
I. Petur Fridholm, a carpenter; moved to Glenboro, married Johanna,
daughter of Johann Bjerring.
2. Thordis Anna, wife of Gisli Magnusson of Gimli, a carpenter,
publisher, and bookbinder.
3. Valdimar, lived at Gimli, was three years in war service in World
War One; married to Gudrun Gudmundina Sigurgeirsdottir.
4. Thorleifur Jackson mentions a fourth child, Sigurlina, married to an
Englishman in Ontario.
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Rafn was an intelligent man and had poetic talent, as did others in
his family line, but he was reticent about this. He was a good carpenter
and skillful in all his work.
Valdimar (Valdi) and Gudrun Johnson lived in Gimli all their lives.
Gudrun was brought up by foster parents Gudmundur of Kalufoss and
Gudrun Torfadottir, due to the death of her real parents, Siggeir
Sigurdsson and Sigridur Helgadottir, from Seydisfjordur, N.
M ulasysla, Iceland.
Valdi was a member of the first Gimli band, and the Old-timers'
Association. Gudrun was a member of the Luthern Church, active in
the Ladies' Aid, the Ladies' Auxiliary to the Canadian Legion, and for
a time, the Women's Institute.
Valdi passed away in 1968. One of their sons, Franklin, died
tragically in 1930, a boy of 16. He was assistant to the lighthouse keeper
at George's Island, Ingi Thordarson, son of Arni Thordarson. The two
disappeared from the lighthouse, and though an intensive search took
place, their bodies were never found, though their small boat was found
washed up on the shore of a small island after some time.
Another son, Freeman, died in the second World War.
Still living are three sons, Sigmar of Yellowknife, Jonas of Edmonton, and Irvin of Gimli, and six daughters, Mrs. A. S. Lindgren (Ida) of
Richmond Hill, Ont., Mrs. Art Smith (Anna) of Winnipeg, Mrs. J.
Belinski (Margaret) of Revelstoke, B.c., Mrs. T. Chick (Lenore) of
Fredericton, N.B., Mrs. Edith Murray, Edmonton, and Mrs. J. Sigalet
(Shirley) of Haney, B.c. There are 21 grandchildren and seven greatgrandchildren. Gudrun spent her last years at the Betel Home, and
passed away May 13, 1974, aged 80 years.

THE JOSEPHSON FAMILY
Joseph Sigurdsson and his wife Arnbjorg Jonsdottir came from
Dvergsstadir, Eyjafjordur, Iceland before 1880, with two small
children, one of whom died en route. They homesteaded their farm
south of Gimli, named Melstad.
The oldest of their children still living is Jon, aged 92 in 1974, a
resident of the Betel Home, blind but still active of mind and memory.
Jon Josephson married Anna Erlendsson, who had come to Canada
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Erlendur Erlendsson, when she was
three years of age. In later years Mrs. Josephson related how her
parents had found themselves in Winnipeg, unable to speak a word of
English, with five children, and 15 cents in their pockets. The youngest
children were twins, a boy and a girl, and the girl died soon after their
arrival. They travelled by boat to Hnausa, and by ox-cart to Geysir,
where Mr. Erlendsson found work fishing for the Sigurdsson Brothers.
Mrs. Erlendsson left the children with relatives and went to work in
Winnipeg, earning the ten dollars needed to take a homestead, which
they named Haland.
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MI'. and Mrs. John (Jon) Josephson on
Iheir 50lh A nniversar)'.

Anna was adopted and brought up by Oddur Akranes and his wife
Margret of Lagland in Geysir:
Jon Josephson, meanwhile, had been driving the mail from
Winnipeg Beach, end of steel, to Riverton, once a week, for three years.
There he met Anna, who had taken work in Winnipeg Beach, and they
were married Dec. 17, 1908, the first couple to be married in the Second Lutheran Church. Anna remembered it as being such a nice day
that her parents drove from Arborg in a buggy to the wedding.
Jon Josephson worked for many years as bartender at the old
Como Hotel. During the first war, they moved out to the family farm,
as Jon's brother Simbi was in the forces. Later, Jon became the town
policeman, with a reputation as an excellent detective. His longest
steady employment was as filleter at Armstrong-Gimli Fisheries, more
than 30 years, until his retirement. He also served the company at
Riverton for some time, and spent nine years working at the Cold
Storage plant in Winnipeg. Jon and Anna Josephson were very fond of
children, and their hearts were saddened when their own three children
died as infants. However, Mrs. Josephson said, "God was good to us,
and sent us other children."
Jon found the first addition to their family - a little four year old
girl named Snjolaug (Erickson), whose mother had died two years
earlier. When her aunt asked them to take her, they were overjoyed.
She took their name, and has been their staunch support in their later
years, living across the street from their old home, married to Clifford
Stevens of Gimli. Her son, Clifford Junior, married to nurse Beverley
Withers, lives close by also, with their four children. (see Stevens).
JoAnna Stevens, who became a nurse as her foster grandmother would
like to have been, is now married to school teacher Donald Smith, with
two sons, Jon and Kris.
Another daughter, Maria Howardson, came to the Josephsons
when she was only seven weeks old, at the death of her own mother,
who had eight children. Maria grew up with her foster parents, married
Art Jorgenson, and went to live at Fort William, Ont., where they had
three daughters, Nora, Mrs. Duncan Logan; Diane, Mrs. David
Matson, and Julie. Maria passed away in July, 1958, aged 34.
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Maria's eight year old brother John Howardson came to the
Josephsons one day with his father, and stayed to become their beloved
foster son. He worked in Gimli as clerk at the Armstrong-Gimli
Fishery, then took a position in Fort William, where he makes his home
with his wife, Elizabeth Kelner of Winnipeg Beach. Their children are
Elizabeth, who is married to James Peterson; and John Jr.
The Josephson home was a boarding house for teachers and other
young people for many years. Mrs. Josephson, who was a devoted
member of the Lutheran Church, was chairman of the church council
for some time, Sunday School superintendent, and an active member of
the Ladies' Aid over 50 years and the Deaconesses. For years she
looked after the memorial fund.
In failing health, they moved to the Betel Home, where they
celebrated their 60th anniversary in 1968. Mrs. Josephson passed away
in 1969.

OLI AND ROSA JOSEPHSON
Oli Josephson was the son of Josef Sigurdsson and Arnbjorg
Jonsdottir of Melstad. He married Rosa Thompson, daughter of Gisli
and Monika Thompson of Krossi in Loni Beach, in 1923.
Oli had little opportunity to attend school, as he was needed on the
farm. He admits to spending one month at Kjarna School and a sixmonth term at the newly built Minerva School closer to home. At the
age of eleven he had to stay home to help with the farm work - clean
out the barn after 30 head of cattle, drive the dry stock daily to Willow
Creek for water, and haul water in barrels for the milking cows. When
he was 17, his father became totally blind, so Oli and his younger
brother Simbi looked after the farm together. Their father lived ten
more years.
After the first world war, the brothers took out a $3,000 mortgage
on the farm, paying 8% interest. They paid back $240 a year. When a
few years later they both married, Oli bought out Simbi's share, and
Simbi moved into Gimli.
Oli and Rosa had three children, Mona, Oli Peter, and Walter.
Rosa died in 1929 when Walter was born, and Mr. and Mrs. Simbi
Josephson adopted him. Oli's sister, Holmfridur Helgason, came to
keep house for him, along with her own three children, Beggi, Alia, and
Jimmie. From that time the children grew up as one family.
When depression struck in 1929, Oli found it impossible to meet
his mortgage payments, with cream selling at less than a dollar for five
gallons. When he wrote the mortgage company, he learned that he still
owed them $2700 - all his payments had gone into interest. He
resolved to let the farm go, even when they offered to settle for $1500.
The family moved into the south end of Gimli, their house on Sixth
Avenue being the first one in that part of town. A short time later they
bought 30 acres west of Gimli, and lived there for several years before
moving back to Town. Oli spent most of his time commercial fishing,
finding it more profitable and more to his liking than farming.
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The first season he went fishing, at a station called "Whoopee", it
was anything but profitable, for he found himself $1100 in the hole at
the end of the season. After two years he bought a station at Rabbit
Point, fishing first alone, and then in partnership with his brother Simbi
and son ali. He fished for many years, later on only in summer and fall,
and for years made his home with his son and daughter-in-law. More
recently, he has lived in Gimli with his brother-in-law, J. B.
Thordarson.
The children:
Mona Sumarros, married Paul Chopek, and they live at Red
Lake, ant. Their children: Roslyn, Mrs. Dennis Anaka, with the mines,
one daughter, Melanie. Paul Jr. married to Colleen Soper of Selkirk,
and Michael.
ali Peter, married Rosebjorg Thordarson of Geysir. ali P. ran
fishing stations for Armstrong-Gimli, later B.C. Packers, and was a fish
buyer. He became manager of B.c. Packers when N. K. Stevens
retired, and when the Gimli plant closed, worked for the company in
Winnipeg. Now he is with the Fisheries Department of the provincial
government.
Their children are Ricky, married to Caroline Medland, one son
Kristjan William ali. Rick is with the federal government Fisheries
Research Institute at the University of Manitoba. Jonina, married to
Ross Nicholls, who works at C.A.E. Jonina works for Manitoba Hydro
and Peter, in school.
Walter, (see Sigmundur Josephson.)

Sigmundur (Simbi) Josephson.

SIGMUNDUR AND MARGARET JOSEPHSON
Sigmundur (Simbi) Josephson was the youngest son of Joseph
Sigurdsson and Arnbjorg Jonsdottir (Josephson) of Melstad. Until the
First World War, he worked on his parents' farm. He was in the active
forces during the war. Simbi was a capable carpenter who worked on
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many buildings in the Gimli area, helped build the old Minerva Hall,
and donated many hours of work to the Lutheran church and other
public buildings in the district. His wife Margaret was active in the
Ladies' Aid, and recalls the difficulties of raising money and serving
lunches and meals in the days before modern conveniences. Water had
to be carried, dishes borrowed, etc. Simbi was always available to help
the ladies set up tables or do other heavy work in their preparations.
Simbi married Margaret Sigurdson of Ames daughter of Stefan and
Gudrun Sigurdson of Vidivollum, a well known stopping place.
Having no children of their own, they adopted the infant son of his
brother Oli, whose wife Rosa had died following Walter's birth. They
raised Walter as their own son.
Walter, an able fisherman, carpenter, and mechanic, married
Margaret Isfjord of Gimli. Their family is as follows:
Linda, married to Cameron Benediktson of Gimli. They have two
sons, Kristjon and Sigmundur.
Carol Margaret is receptionist for the two Drs. Patel, at the Gimli
Hospital.
Cindy married Lome Harasym of Arborg. They have a son,
Lome.
Wanda, Mona, and Stefan are at school.
Simbi Josephson passed away May 12, 1971, after a lengthy
illness. His widow still lives in the home he built on Fourth Avenue.

KASUPSKI FAMILY
Joseph Kasupski came from Uwnow, Poland, and his wife
Antonina Meder, came from Lubachow, Poland, to Canada, in 1901.
Both had been married before, and lost their spouses. Joseph was born
in 1879 and died in 1968. They were married after their arrival in
Canada, and came to the Camp Morton district. Shortly after the son
Adam was born, they moved to a farm in the Dnister district, a mile
west of the present industrial park. Another son died in 1927.
Mr. and Mrs. Kasupski were among the active residents of the
Dnister District, who formed a community association and operated the
Dnister Hall for recreational and cultural activities for many years.
Adam attended Dnister School, having three miles to walk during all
kinds of weather. At the time he started school, Dnister was a two-room
school with 65 pupils, and the teachers were Mr. Ruark and Mr.
H umeniuk.
His father, like most of the early settlers, often had to walk to
Winnipeg for provisions.
When Adam quit school, he worked on his father's farm. In 1929
he met Mary Diachun, who had just come out as a young woman, from
a small town in Poland named Romanweka, to stay with her sister,
Mrs. Pasnitski, in the Felsendorf district. Mary's father had come to
Canada around the time of the first world war, leaving his family in
Poland, and for ten years had worked at various points in Manitoba,
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including Gimli and Bowsman River. When he returned to Poland he
told his family that Canada had better opportunities to make a living
than Poland, but life was happier in Poland at that time. Mary's sister
and two of her brothers came to Canada soon after their father returned
home. Four years after his return he died, and Mary followed her sister
and brothers to Canada. Her mother died a few months after she left.
One brother remains in Europe, somewhere in Russia.
Her two brothers live in Toronto.
Adam and Mary were married five months after she came from
Poland, and began farming in the same district as his parents. They
have two daughters, Helen and Rose.
In 1948, Mr. and Mrs. Kasupski moved into Gimli. Adam's father
and Ralph Kaminski bought the bankrupt co-operative store on First
A venue and First Street north, which they named the K and K Store.
The co-operative store, begun a few years earlier, had failed through
lack of experienced management. Later, the Kasupskis, father and son,
bought out Mr. Kaminski's share of the business.
Adam and Mary Kasupski continued to operate the store until
1974, when they decided to retire, and sold the building to Paul Olson.
While Mary looked after the store, Adam continued to operate his
farm. In later years, his son-in-law, Arthur Marks, who married Helen,
has been operating the farm for him on shares.
In addition to his farming and storekeeping, Adam Kasupski has
been a councillor for the R.M. of Gimli for 20 years, retiring in 1974.
Adam also ran for school trustee for the Town of Gimli in the first
election for the Evergreen School Division Board, and has served on
that board ever since (1974). He also has been interested in the pool
elevators, and bought alfalfa seed from the farmers on a commission
basis.
Helen and Arthur Marks have two daughters, Shirley and Linda.
Shirley is married to Jean Claude Drolet, a member of the Armed
Forces, and they have a son, Marc Andre. They are stationed at Val
Cartier, Quebec. Helen works as secretary at Gimli Transfer. Art, in
addition to operating the farm, works at the armed forces base in
Winnipeg, having worked at the Gimli base until it closed.
Rose, the younger daughter, who married D. M. Moore, a member
of the armed forces, has two children, Lorne, and Tracy.

THE KELLER FAMILY
Michael Keller came from Austria in the early 1900s. He married
Rosalie Tomchak of Fraserwood, and they lived on a farm across from
the present Fraserwood Creamery, where her parents also lived.
Michael worked as a section man on the railway. When her mother died
and her father re-married, the Kellers moved to Gimli. Mr. Keller
continued working on the railway until his death in 1944.
There were two sons, John and Ted, and two daughters, Helen and
Mary, who survived to adult life. John lives in Gimli, Ted at Thunder
Bay, Ont., and Helen and Mary in Winnipeg.
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Some years later, Rosalie Keller re-married, to William Lucenko,
formerly of Hazelridge, Man. She passed away in 1964.
John Keller married Catherine (Kay) Kowalyk of Cook's Creek,
Man. They have lived all their married life in Gimli, where John has
turned his hand at many types of work. He drove a truck for Gimli
Transfer and for the fishery, did carpentry, and then was engineer in the
heating section of the R.C.A.F. Station until it closed in 1971, when he
continued this position for the Gimli Industrial Park. Illness in 1973
forced him to go into semi-retirement. His wife Kay, who had worked
for some years at the Gimli Provincial Training Centre across the road
from their attractive home, retired at the same time, to keep him
company. They are both active members of St. Michael's R.C. Church,
and Kay was active in the Gimli Good Neighbours.
Their two daughters, both married, live in Winnipeg. Beverley is
married to Norman Janis (Yanishewski), with three children, Curtis,
Twyla, and Kimberly.
Gladys is married to Curtis Bennett, and they have one son, Jarrett
Jason.

INGVELDUR KERNESTED
On Nov. 28, 1974, Ingveldur Anna Kernested, who would have
been 100 years old in a few months, celebrating her centennial with that
of New Iceland, was laid to rest at the Gimli Cemetery. Ingveldur was
one of the last remaining early pioneers of New Iceland. She was a child
of a year when her parents, Hjalmar Hjalmarsson, and Jofridur
Josefsdottir, brought her to Hecla Island in 1876, with the second group
of settlers. Ingveldur had been born March 18, 1875, at Snaefellsnessysla, Iceland. She had an older half-brother, Hjalmar Bjarni, and a
sister, Elin Kristin. Hjalmar and Jofridur had eight children, but these
were the only ones to live to adulthood.
Thorsteinn Jackson, in his third book in Icelandic, has dramatically recorded for posterity some of the hardships encountered by this
pioneer family. He tells the following story.
In mid-December of their first winter on Mickley (Big) Island,
while they were spending their first year with friends, sharing the home
of Johann Straumfjord, Barkastadir, Hjalmar and Magnus Magnusson
took a trip south on the lake to get supplies. They were on their way
home, stopped overnight at Drunken Point (Ames) and set out with a
lunch to eat on the way. They had their lunch·, on a fine day with a slight
southwest breeze, and started out again. However, the weather changed
abruptly, and the breeze became a blinding snowstorm. Later Hjalmar
related that he had never before or since been out in such bad weather.
They guessed at their direction, thinking the wind was stilI from the
same direction, but by dusk they were lost and were facing the beating
snow. They decided to go in the opposite direction, and left their sleigh
behind them. They could not make a shelter on the ice, as the snow had
blown clear. They travelled till midnight, when they came to a ridge of
snow they could shelter behind. Hjalmar started to light his pipe, but
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feeling an internal chill, went outside the shelter and swallowed a piece
of ice, which relieved the chill. After a few hours, they found the storm
had abated and the sky was clearing. Hjalmar, who had been used to
foHowing the stars and moon for direction in Iceland, followed the
direction of the skies at this time, and they turned back and travelled all
day, reaching shore about sunset, near the home of Sigvaldi Thorvaldsson, which was about two miles from their destination. He took
them in and warmed them and took them home with his own sleigh. As
they neared home, they could see their sleigh, about two miles out on
the lake - they had been that close to home when they changed direction. Hjalmar lost about half of each foot with freezing, and Magnus
lost half of one foot. It was six weeks before a doctor travelling east
came along, and cut off the gangrenous tissue. In the spring Hjalmar's
feet became infected again, but a Scotsman in the area made a salve
which healed them. On May 12, 1877, his wife's birthday, Hjalmar
began to leave his bed. He had to get about for three years on his knees,
and working this way, cleared six acres of land on his own farm,
Fagurholl, now called Hall. His wife worked along with him, felling the
forest. He sowed two bushels of oats, the last spring he was there, on the
poorly cultivated land, and harvested one part of it with a table knife,
beat out the seed, and got 30 bushels of oats. The balance he let the cattle eat. He sold the oats to the mill for 85¢ a bushel. The last fall he was
on Hecla Island he harvested 150 bushels of potatoes.
In March, 1881, the family moved to Winnipeg, and rented, later
bought, a shanty on the banks of the Red River, which they lost in the
flood the following spring. He worked nine years at carpentry. They
then moved to Thingvalla district in Saskatchewan, where they took a
pioneer homestead. There was trouble there finding drinking water, so
they sold the farm with good buildings for $150, after seven years, and
moved to Saltcoats for a year, then to Russell, Man. for six years, and
then to Tantallon, Sask. for five years, Church bridge for seven years,
and then they returned to the Thingvalla district where they stayed until
they retired to the Betel Home at Gimli in 1921. They both died there.
It was as a result of their being at Betel that Ingveldur, who had
married William Brown of Winnipeg, and was widowed, met Kristjan
Kernested and his first wife at Gimli, when she came to visit her
parents. She and her first husband had one daughter. Kris Kernested
and his first wife had come from Iceland when he was 27, in 1892, had
gone first to Hecla Island, then to Selkirk for three or four years, and
then took a farm near Winnipeg Beach for eight years. They returned
to Winnipeg when war broke out in 1914, and Kris enlisted, and was
in active service overseas for four years. He was wounded from shrapnel
in his neck. After the war he took a farm under the Soldier Settlement
Board, which later became the farm of Barney Sigurdson in the Minerva district. I n the beginning of the depression, he lost the farm, and
moved into Gimli, where he earned a living doing odd jobs, often
scything grass. For years he was caretaker of the old Parish Hall. When
88 years of age, he could still be seen skilfully wielding his scythe as ear606

Iy as 7 a.m. His first wife died in 1943, and two years later he and
Ingveldur were married. He lived to well over 90. When his widow
became elderly herself, she became a resident of the Betel Home, and
was alert in mind to the end, though she lost her sight some years before
her death. Her 99th birthday was celebrated by the infirmary staff on
March 18, 1974, when she cut a birthday cake they had bought for her.
Her daughter, Mrs. Lillian Thompson, survives her, in Burnaby, B.c.
Elin Kristin, her sister, also married an Englishman, and lived at
Zeneta, Sask. Their half-brother Hjalmar Bjarni, a carpenter, married
Sol borg J onsdottir.

Kristiall Kemes/ed. Vidines piolleer of
1875.

KRISTJAN KERNESTED FAMILY
Kristjan Vilhelm Kernested was born at Krossanes, Eyjafjordur,
Iceland, in 1826, son of Jon and Elina Kernested of Skrida. He
migrated to Canada in 1876 and settled that fall on the homestead of
Kjarna (S.E.ll\ Sec. 30 T. 18 R. 4E) about five miles south of Gimli,
where the H usavick postal district was later established. There he constructed a house 16 x 20 feet, with poles laid over the ceiling rafters to
form an attic. It housed 18 people during the smallpox winter. Kristjan
had had the foresight to have all his family vaccinated against smallpox
before leaving Iceland, so they were not affected.
He lived there 30 years, and the two ensuing with his son Pall
(Paul) at the Narrows, Man. He died there Jan. 23, 1908, but by his
own request was buried in a plot on the Kjarna homestead where two of
his three wives rest.
Kristjan was described as a very athletic man, an excellent
swimmer, in many ways ahead of his time, as in experimenting with
horticulture, popular everywhere because of his cheerful, gentle-hearted
temperament. He is said to have been the life and soul in every community effort and progressive move in the Willow Point community in
his active years, especially in church affairs, such as constructing the
first complete church building in New Iceland, being among the
founders of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod, and a member of the first
council of the R.M. of Gimli. One of the first schools in the colony was
held in his house, with the teacher, Gudni Thorsteinsson, walking there
from Gimli. The fee was 50¢ a month per pupil.
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His first wife was Thorbjorg, daughter of Rev. Pall, son of Bishop
Arni Thorarinsson of Holar. Their children were: Thorlakur; Fridfinnur; Pall; Elin; wife of Thorsteinn Einarsson, organist in Winnipeg;
Jon; Thordis, wife of Jon Vilmann Fridfinns (Mr. Finney) a merchant
in Winnipeg.
His second wife was Sigurlaug Saemundsdottir, a widow with a
daughter Jonina whom they brought up and who later married Jon
Julius of Winnipeg, (brother of the poet K. N. Julius). Their children
were:
I. Halldor, who took over the family homestead of Kjarna. He
married Sigrun, daughter of Benedikt Arason of Kjalvik, a noted
pioneer vi 1015. They have two sons, Snorri and Kristjan Vilhelm, and
an adopted son Lawrence (Thorsteinson) Kernested.
Snorri married Christine Elizabeth Violet Hanson; she died in
1930. Their son, Gordon Arthur Kristjan, married Lena KusIak. They
live in Gimli, and their children are Christine Donna, Kenneth Gordon,
and Donald James.
Kristjan ViI helm married Sigridur, daughter of Gudmundur and
Lilja Hanson of Arborg. They had eight children:
a) Kristjan Vilhelm in Vancouver, B.C. Married Norma Hilda
Ostman. Their children: Kristine Louise, Bradley Carl.
b) Christine Elizabeth Violet died in infancy.
c) Ingimar Haraldur of Winnipeg, married to Wilma Cooper.
Their sons: Gavin Scott, Kenneth Wayne.
d) Margaret Sigrun, married to Fred Pidruchny of Gimli. Their
children: Kevin Fred, Craig Peter, Katherine Michelle.
e) Emil Gudmundur of Winnipeg, married to Margaret Irene
Thorlakson. Their children: Kristjan James, Candace Violet.
f) Florence Lilja Dietrich. Her son, Joseph Henry.
g) Maria Violet, married to Brian Arnason of Gimli.
h) Norman David of Winnipeg, married to Carol Ann Swanson.
Lawrence Kernested married Carol Pemkoski. Their children:
Lawrain, Conrad Carl, Norma.
2. Thorbjorg, married to Christian P. Paulson, son of the noted
pioneer Petur Palsson. She was the first organist of the Icelandic
Lutheran Church in Winnipeg, founder in 1898 of a choral group in
Gimli and also an organizer and first president of the women's group
"Framsokn", active in all church affairs and particularly in work with
young people. In later years when C. P. Paulson became mayor of
Gimli, the official banquet for Lord Tweedsmuir was held in their home
at the time of his visit. Their beautiful home on Fourth Avenue was sold
to Mr. and Mrs. N. K. Stevens when they left Gimli, and Mr. and Mrs.
Stevens still reside there.
Their children: Gordon Alex Paulson, a Winnipeg lawyer, married
to Magnea Bergmann; and Violet, married to Ingimar Ingaldson,
M.L.A. She is the author of "Cold Adventure."
Kristjan Kernested's third wife was Sigridur Kristjansdottir. They
had no children.
608

MICHAEL KLYM FAMILY
Michael Klym and his wife Anna, who were married in Poland in
1898, came from the village of Kopichne, Austria, to Canada, arriving
at Gimli, May 2, 1902, with their daughter Pearl, aged three. They
travelled by train from Winnipeg to Selkirk, and by boat to Gimli.
They homesteaded Section 23-19-3 E, N.W. quarter, northwest of
Gimli, and farmed there during their lifetime. Mr. Klym was a trustee
of South Felsendorf School. In the early 1920s Mr. Klym worked on
the building of the C.P.R. Station in Winnipeg, walking to the city and
back.
Their family:
I. Pearl, now deceased, married Michael Melnychuk, a farmer at
Silver, also deceased. Their son Nick is vice-principal of Gimli
Composite High School. He was one of the middle children in a family
of 14. Through hard work all of them managed to obtain an education,
at least to the end of high school. A sister was also a teacher, and some
of his brothers operate the family farm.
2. John, unmarried, farmed until his retirement, and still keeps
busy at various work. John suffered a broken leg as a boy, which left
him on crutches for a long time, and caused lameness for years. For this
reason he says he did not marry. He worked at harvesting at Rathwell,
Man., and in Saskatchewan. He is clever at putting things together, and
can build a bicycle out of old parts of others. He rides his bicycle to
Gimli almost daily. He has cleared about 500 acres in his life, cutting
cord wood for sale.
3. Peter was a machinist in the United States Air Force,
unmarried.
4. Michael, a machinist, unmarried, now deceased.
5. Paul was a tool and die maker, now deceased, was married to
Mary Lee of Detroit. They have one son, James.
6. Mary was once owner of the Gimli Cafe, and worked as a cook.
She married King Yee of Winnipeg, and they have five children.
7. Annie, who was a waitress, married Harry Pondy of Winnipeg.
8. Sophie, also a waitress, married Bill Buchinski of Winnipeg.
9. Steve, married to Jean Kennedy, works in the C.P.R. office in
Victoria, B.C.
10. George farms the family homestead, and is grave-digger for the
Interlake area. He married Stella Wishnowski of Malonton, and they
have three sons, George, who is employed at Saunders Aircraft, Peter
and Stephen at school. George J r., a graduate of Gimli Composite High
School, is interested in electronics and television repair.
II. Alexander - farmer and lumberjack, married Anne Hyra of
Silver. The family has lost contact with him over the years.
W ASYL KL YM FAMILY
Wasyl (William) Klym and his wife Maria came to the Dnister district three miles west of Gimli around 1899, with their foul' sons and
three daughters. Nick, the youngest, was four years old at the time.
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They came from Kopychentsi, Austria. Their daughter Anna was married to Michael Klym, another pioneer from the same district, not
previously related to Wasyl.
For a time another daughter and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. John
Didey, lived with Wasyl and Maria; later they moved to the United
States, and both are now deceased. They had four children, Michael,
William, Anna, and Mary.
Two sons of Wasyl and Maria, Dan and John, left home at an early age to seek employment in Winnipeg, and later moved to
Minneapolis. Dan passed away about 20 years ago; his widow Jean and
two sons still live there. John passed away about 18 years ago.
Nick Klym married Annie Pidwinski of Fraserwood. He and his
brother Mike took over management of the farm, but Mike later sold
his share to Nick and bought another farm at Fraserwood. Their sister
Dora married Paul Humeny of Arborg, and they had four sons and two
daughters.
Nick Klym died in 1955, aged 60. His widow, Annie, lives and
works in Winnipeg.
Joseph (Joe) Klym, Nick's older son, now lives on the original
homestead with his wife, the former Mamie Hopko of Pleasant Home.
They lived in Gimli several years before moving back to the farm and
building a new home there. In addition to farming, Joe works at the Industrial Park, and Mamie works at Calverts. They have four children,
Janice, Darrell, Donald, and Kevin. Janice has her five-year certificate
in 4-H club work, and Joe and the boys are very interested in hockey.
Joe is a minor hockey coach. He played the accordion in a dance band
for about 20 years. They are members of Sacred Heart Ukrainian
Catholic Church.
Tony, the younger brother, his wife Edith, and children Michael
and Laurene, live at Oakville, Ont. Tony has his Ph.D. in engineering,
and he spent a year and a half at Bangkok, Thailand, designing roads.
He is now with the engineering department of Ontario Hydro.
Frances Klym, a school teacher, married Eric Holland of
Neepawa, and they went into professional photography. She passed
away in 1973. They had two daughters, Terry and Marla Rae.
Mary Klym married college graduate Ivan Bobbie, and they live in
Toronto. Elsie Klym married a member of the armed forces, Ronald
Woodley, now in civilian life at Lower Sackville, N.S. They have two
children, Debbie and Gary.
KOCH FAMILY (COOK)
Around 1897, three young boys came from Austria. They were
Joseph, John and Jacob Koch, and they had been living with their
grandparents. Their sister Malvina and her husband, John Rech, who
had come to Manitoba earlier, arranged for them to come, aged 11, 9,
and 7, and they made their home with them until they were grown. They
lived on a farm just east of Sts. Cyrilly and Methodius R.C. Church on
the road between Gimli and Fraserwood.
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When they grew up and married, John and Jacob continued to
farm in the district, while Joe moved out west.
John and his wife Katherine had ten children. Some kept the name
of Koch, while others changed it to Cook. They are: Joseph and
Matthew of Gimli, Peter, married to Kay Shymko, who lives in
Chicago, Anne, who married Paul Dennis of Winnipeg, Mary, now the
widow of Mike Paziuk of Winnipeg, Caroline, who married Walter
Gottfried, and Victoria, who married William Gottfried, of Winnipeg,
Henry Cook, of Oshawa, Ont., Joan, married to Charles Bennett of
Chicago, and Elizabeth (Lil) Peterson, who married Halldor Peterson
of Gimli, and is now deceased. (See Peterson.)
Joseph (Joe) Cook married Agnes Gottfried of Gimli. He is chief
engineer at the Gimli Industrial Park, having held that position formerly at the Armed Forces Base. He is a member of the Royal Canadian
Legion and interested in all sports. They attend the Roman Catholic
Church. They have two sons, Brian and Dale. Brian is a Gimli
businessman, manager of Chicken Delight. He first operated Cook's
Sporting Goods, which is now operated by Ross Bailey. Brian was an
active hockey player and is still involved in local amateur hockey. He
was one of the Boy Scouts who went to an international jamboree in
Iceland in 1966.
Dale is a professional hockey player, who started his hockey career
in 1969 with the Western Canada Hockey League, with Brandon Wheat
Kings. Two years later he played with the Winnipeg Clubs, and a year
later went to the Victoria (B.e.) Cougars, where he was team captain.
He was drafted by the Philadelphia Flyers, and now plays with their
farm team, at Kalamazoo, Michigan, in the second year of his threeyear contract. Dale is married to Leanne Smith of Victoria, B.e.
Matthew Koch married Doris Rodych. They have four children,
Edward, Betty, David and Kenneth, none of whom live in Gimli.
Matthew is a semi-retired carpenter, and they attend St. Benedict's
Church, Camp Morton. They have seven grandchildren.
Jacob Koch, John's brother, married Mary Obach, who also came
from Austria, with her parents. They were married in 1910. Mary
passed away in 1940, and Jacob in 1951.
Their children:
Katherine, who married Sveinbjorn Valgardson of Gimli.
Adolf, who married Bernice Frankewich, and is now deceased.
Their children: Robert, Gordon, and Shirley.
Anne, who married Nick Yurechuk of Gimli. She has been deceased for many years. They had three sons, Jack, Allan, and Kenneth.
Henry married Stella Siatz. They have two daughters, Betty Jane,
married to Al Pierce, with three sons, and Dorothy, married to Leonard
Martin. (See Sigmundson family.)
Henry drove a milk truck in the Gimli area, and then was a trucker
for the armed forces base. Stella was a cook at the armed forces base
for many years. When the base closed in 1971, they moved to Moose
Jaw, Sask. bei ng transferred to the base there.
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Agnes is married to Peter Pender, brother of Mike Pawlinski. He
was in partnership with his brother in the Falcon Cafe for some time,
then moved to the west coast, where they now live. They have one son,
Richard Henry, whose wife Mariam comes from Australia.
Rosemarie is married to Ben Kaminski, and they live in Winnipeg,
and have two daughters, Patty and Karen.
Katherine married a widower, Sveinbjorn Valgardson, whose first
wife, Blanche (Bristow) died leaving him with four children, Earl,
Dempsey, Allan, and Florence (see Valgardson).
Sveinn and Katherine had four children also:
Adolf Kristjan (Zeke), who is an electrician, married to June Martin, with four daughers, Valerie (Mrs. Elerd Eyolfson; she is assistant
librarian at the Gimli Library); Debra, Louise, and Lorene, at school.
Zeke and June have been very active in the Kinsmen and Kinette Club,
both having served as president; also in the art club and figure skating.
Jack, who now works at Calverts, formerly having been employed
by Perth's Dry Cleaning, married Dorothy (Dodo) Olsen of Gimli.
They have a daughter, Susan, who works in a Winnipeg bank, and two
sons at school, Tim and Troy. Jack and Dodo now own and operate the
Norseman Motel. Jack was an active hockey player with the Gimli
Wolves, and his sons are active in minor hockey. He is a member of the
Kinsmen Club, and his wife Dodo has taught Sunday School. They are
members of the Lutheran Church. Susan taught Sunday School for
several years before moving to Winnipeg. Jack and Dodo are active in
the Progressive Conservative Party.
Norman, a Perth's driver with a number of other business interests
mainly in real estate, married Gloria Dixon, a talented pianist and
piano teacher. They had three sons, Bradley, Scott, and Jeffrey. Gloria
died in a tragic fire at their home. Some time later Norman married
Dorothy (Dodi) Stark. They have three children, Michelle, Shane and
Quinn. Norman and Dodi are active in the Kinsmen and Kinette Club,
and Norman served four years on the Gimli Town Council and twice
ran for mayor. He was a valuable member of the Gimli Wolves for
several years, and was manager of the Kinsmen Recreation Centre, now
manager of the Bowling Alley.
Marion married Daniel Sigmundson Jr. Their children are
Melanie, Danny-Jo and Jason. Danny is an active Kinsmen and Marion
an active Kinette and interested in the figure skating club. Danny is a
partner with his brother in the Gimli Concrete Company. He was a
town councillor for four years.
Katherine was an active member and president of the Gimli Good
Neighbours. She was a widow for many years following the death of her
husband in 1946. Then she married Joseph Syczylo, a tailor who was
born in Nimstiw in West Ukraine. During the second war he was sent to
Bremen, Germany to work as a tailor, while his parents and sister were
sent to Russia. In 1947 he and a friend Joe Szypt came to Canada, and
went into partnership in a tailor shop in Gimli. Later they broke up the
partnership and each had his own shop. Joe and Katherine were
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married in 1953. In 1954 they became the parents of a baby girl, Pearl
Anne, but they lost their little daughter from diphtheria when she was
three years old.
Joe still operates the Gimli Tailor Shop, assisted by Katherine. He
also now runs the bowling alley at the Gimli Industrial Park, for the
Kinsmen Club.

METRO KOLTON AND FAMILY
Metro Kolton was born to Teenie Kolton, who left the baby shortly after his birth in 1910. He never knew either of his parents, but was
taken into the home of Camp Morton pioneers Nick and Anna
Maksymowich, who raised him as their own son, along with their own
three boys.
Mr. and Mrs. Maksymowich came from Poland to Canada in
1905, and were married in Canada in 1907. They were farmers in the
Polish community of Camp Morton, hard-working and very religious,
like most of their neighbours. On Saturdays the women did the cooking
and baking for Sunday, the day of rest, when all work came to a halt except the basic chores which had to be done, such as milking the cows.
The neighbours would get together for supper, and catch up on the
latest gossip and news, Sunday being the only day they had time to visit,
and personal contact being the only means of communication.
There were only a few who could read, and Mrs. Maksymowich
was one of them. When some of the people received letters they would
bring them to Anna to have her read the contents. When a weekly
newspaper was published, the people would gather Saturday evening at
the Maksymowich home, and Anna would read the news to them.
The women of Camp Morton used to walk to Gimli for their
supplies, carrying heavy loads on their backs. They baked all their
bread in big clay ovens outside, and it was said that you could smell the
bread baking half a mile away!
The pioneers were true friends, and Mr. Kolton recalls a time when
a neighbour lost all her cabbages when the cows broke through the
makeshift fence and ate most of them, trampling the rest. Cabbages
were an important commodity for the making of the sauerkraut which
was a part of their daily diet. By evening of the same day, she had more
than enough cabbage, donated by her neighbours!
The Maksymowich home was a log house plastered inside and out,
with a homemade chimney. Every home had pieces of wood that were
kept to make coffins in case of a death in the family. St. Andrews
Church at Dnister had a bell which was tolled in a certain way for
deaths, church services, and gatherings, so that people around knew to
come together.
Anna Maksymowich died in 1935, and Nick in 1964.
Two of their own sons have also died, and the remaining son Joe
lives in Winnipeg. Metro Kolton, however, maintained his home in the
Camp Morton and Gimli area, and has resided in Gimli since 1950. He
and his wife, the former Kay Kunz, have a large and beautiful garden
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which one year won first prize for the best garden in town. In it, they
have many lovely flower beds, shrubs, a vegetable garden, a huge bird
"apartment building" which is frequented annually by swallows, and
many carved wooden animals as ornaments. Mrs. Kolton keeps this
garden impeccably neat all summer long, and it provides a beauty spot
for passers by on the Number 9 highway to enjoy.
Metro Kolton has spent most of 29 years working in the far north,
coming home for only a few months of each year, while his wife has
looked after the home and raised their four children. His work as a
builder of nursing stations, hospitals, school's, R.C.M.P. barracks, and
Hudson's Bay Company posts in the north has taken him to many far
points, induding Sugluk, where he worked in building the most northerly H.B.C. post in the Arctic. He has seen caribou migrating by the
thousands, thousands of geese nesting on Banks Island, and has been
stranded for days in an Eskimo igloo he stumbled across when lost in a
sudden storm when he was sent out to get the mail.
If he was lucky, he got home in time for Christmas, but some years
he did not manage that. Then he would leave again for the north around
March 15. Illness in the spring of 1974 prevented him from making it 30
years in the north.
Prior to his years in construction, he worked one year as an expediter i"or the Yellowknife Gold Mine, 32 years ago, loading and
checking the barges of supplies. That was the era of paddlewheel
steamers on the Mackenzie River, and the company would put small
groups or men ashore along the way to cut cordwood which the
steamers could pick up ror ruel as they steamed northward.
Mrs. Kolton's ramily was also one of the early Camp Morton
families who pioneered the district and of which some descendants remain there today.
The Koltons have rour children. Richard is a supervisor with the
Steep Rock Iron Mine at Atikokan, Ontario, and has five children.
Robert is an ofTice manager in the chartered accountancy office of an
oil company at Edmonton, and has two children.
Patsy is married to Peter Bohonos, also from the Gimli district,
who is an electrical foreman in Winnipeg. They have four children, one
of them married.
Roy is a diesel mechanic expert for an oil company at Leduc,
Alta., married, with three children.

ALEX KOZLOWSKI FAMILY
John Kozlowski married Mary Bestilny, and they came over to
Canada from Poland in 1911, landing in Montreal, where they stayed
for three years, during which time their son Casimar (Alex) was born.
In 1914 they moved to Mountain Road. They had four sons, Alex,
Walter, who lives in Selkirk; Stanley, and Michael, deceased in 1972.
John died in the infl uenza epidemic of 1918, aged 35 years. His
wife Mary sold their cattle and moved to Winnipeg. In 1919 she met
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and married Karl Hurak of Camp Morton, who had six children of his
own. She and Karl had two more children, Charles and Rose.
Alex attended school at Camp Morton, where the family farmed,
but was only able to complete grade two, as he was needed to help on
the farm. His mother and he cut cordwood during two winters.
At 14 years, he went to herd cattle and milk cows for $15 a month.
F or the next nine years he worked for various farmers tending herds
and ploughing the land. At the age of 23, he came to the Gimli area to
work for Harry Paracholski, and shortly after, he married Harry's
daughter Katie. They stayed with the family for two years, when Alex
bought a farm of his own for $200. In 1937 he sold the farm for $750,
including two horses, four cows, two pigs, 18 chickens, three wagons, a
mower, buggy, and cutter, and everything in the house. He then bought
a shanty and lot in Gimli for $250, and worked during the winter as a
fisherman for $35 a month.
In 1945 he sold his house, and moved a half mile south of Gimli,
where he built a good home. By this time he was an experienced selftaught carpenter, and he built many good homes in Gimli and the area.
He and his brother Stanley were in partnership as house builders for
over 20 years, and he is still working at self-employed carpentry in
1974. In 1962 he bought two lots on Sixth Avenue in Gimli, and built
modern homes on each. He and his wife Katie live in one of these
homes.
Alex and Katie had seven children: Tony lives in Gimli. He and his
wife Linda have four children, Marion, Christopher, Robin, and
Jonathan. Tony was poundkeeper for Gimli in 1974.
Joyce, Mrs. Peter Dubchak. When the armed forces, where Peter
was employed, closed down in 1971, they moved to Hilbre, Man., where
he works at the radar base at Gypsumville. Joyce was active as a Cub
leader while in Gimli, and in the Catholic Church. They have five
children, David, Fred, Charles, Pamela, and Paulla.
Robert married Arlene Shepherd of Winni peg, and he operates his
own Tom Boy Store in Winnipeg. They have two sons, Kyle and Todd,
and a baby daughter, just born at time of writing.
Linda became a school teacher, and married Kenneth Duthie, a
Scotsman who had a store at Pukatawagan, in northern Manitoba.
They have now moved to Gimli, where they own the new Marshall
Wells Store. They have three children, Beverly, Robert, and Joanne.
Linda is the Brown Owl for the Gimli Brownies.
Irene is married to Gordon Thorburn, who is employed in the main
post office in Ottawa. They have one son, Gordon Jr. Mr. and Mrs.
Kozlowski lost two children, Betty and Julian, as small children.

STANLEY KOZLOWSKI F AMIL Y
Stanley Kozlowski's father, John, passed away when he was two
years of age. His younger brother, Michael, now deceased, was born
after his father's death. Later, Mary Kozlowski remarried, to Karl
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Hurak, who had six children of his own. The two families were combined, and Karl and Mary had two more children, Charles and Rose.
Stanley Kozlowski worked for a year, prior to his marriage to
Anne Nasurick of Camp Morton (daughter of Stefan and Paraska
Nasurick), at the' Bar B. Fur Farm operated by Col. Hunter Young, at
the present site of Ukrainian Park, Camp Morton. He continued to live
and work there seven years after his marriage, moving to Gimli about
1946 to go into partnership with his brother Alex in carpentry. During
the 20 years they were in partnership, they built many good homes and
other buildings in the district, and they were well known for the quality
of their work.
Around 1968 Stanley left the partnership to work at the armed
forces base workshop for a three-year period. He worked at AIWest
Marine for two years, at Gimli Furniture for four months, and is now
employed at Steffensen Furniture Company in the Industrial Park. He
has also been building inspector for the Town of Gimli for eight years.
He was appointed citizen member of the Town Planning Commission in
1975.
Stanley and Anne are active members of St. Michael's R.C.
Church. Their children: Douglas married Beverly Deamel of Manitou,
Man. They have two sons, Cameron and Dwayne. "Doug" worked with
his father in carpentry for five years, and was the contractor who built
the Gimli centennial library in 1967. He obtained work at the Calvert
Distillery, where he is still employed. Doug has been very active in community affairs, a member and past president of the Gimli Kinsmen
Club, was a town councillor for five years, chairman of the parks and
recreation board, and chairman of the board of directors of the Gimli
Development Corporation. His wife Beverly is an active member and
past president of the Kinette Club.
John works for City Hydro in Winnipeg, as a lineman. He is
married to Josephine Budz, and they have three children, Sandra,
Roberta, and Kenneth.
Marilyn married Michael Boychuk Jr. of Gimli, who is employed
at the Industrial Park. They have two children, Kyle and Sheila.
James is in his first year engineering at the University of
Manitoba, and works at Calverts during the summer.
Mary Hurak died in 1968, at the age of 78 years.

THE HANNES KRISTJANSON FAMILY
Hannes Kristjanson was born at Ytri-Tunga, Tjornes, Iceland,
Sept. 6, 1883. He came to Gimli in 1888, with his parents, Kristjan
Sigurjon Gudmundsson, who was born Feb. 11, 1850, and died at Gimli
Sept. 17, 1918, and his wife Helga Johanna Thordardottir, who was
born Feb. 28, 1846, and died March 16, 1925, at Gimli.
Hannes married Elin Thordis Magnusdottir, daughter of Magnus
Johannesson, who was born at Sledbrjot in Nordur-Mulasysla, Iceland,
Dec. 13, 1860, and died in Selkirk July 8, 1932, and his wife,
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Ragnhildur Gudmundsdottir, who was born May 27, 1866, and died at
Kambur in Vopnafjordur, Iceland, July I, 1897. Elin was born at
Skjoldolfastadir in Jokuldalur, Iceland, Sept. 27, 1895, and emigrated
with her father to Gimli in 1903.
Hannes and his brothers and sisters were brought up in the
hardships of pioneer days, compounded by an injury to his father in
which he lost a hand. Their first home was a small log building at the
south-east corner of First Avenue, then called Main Street, and Centre
Street. Mr. Gudmundsson kept sheep and cattle, which were pastured
in a large triangle of land they cleared and fenced with poles, fastened
together like notched logs, without benefit of nails or wire.
Hannes Kristjanson, in an interview, told of his youth, in which
poverty did not permit extensive education. "When I was 14 years old, I
was thrown overboard. I h,ad to learn to swim for myself, and I've been
swimming ever since." In that sea of life, he learned to swim with extraordinary skill!
Hannes found his first job in Winnipeg, in an overall factory, at
$3.00 a week. In two months he had saved only enough money to buy a
pair of overalls and some running shoes. Alone, unable to speak more
than a few words of English, and deeply homesick, he wandered one day
down to the shore of the Red River, where he recognized two men from
Gimli in a skiff. He asked them for a ride back to Gimli. At Selkirk,
when the men went into the boarding house ofSigvaldi Nordal, Hannes
stayed outside, because he did not have the 15 cents which was the pricr
of a meal. Mr. Nordal saw him and said, "What is the matter, boy?
Why don't you go in and eat?"
"I am not hungry," the boy replied.
"Have you no money?" guessed the shrewd inn-keeper.
When Hannes confessed that this was true, Mr. Nordal insisted he
go in and eat. Some time later Hannes returned to Selkirk and paid for
the meal, which he always remembered with gratitude.
The following summer Hannes went to North Dakota to work for
an elderly farmer. Despite much kindness, he was again homesick for
Gimli. But he was proud and happy to return home at the end of the
harvest season with $40.00 in his pocket, with which he bought supplies
to take home. The farmer still owed him $4.00, which he did not expect
to get, but it arrived by mail just in time for him to buy Christmas
treats.
Hannes and his older brother Albert, then teaching school, decided
to go into business together, buying a team of unbroken steers from
Thorvaldur Thorvaldsson of Riverton, paying $35 down and promising
to pay another $35 when able. Hannes made harness and broke them in,
and began cutting and hauling wood which he sold for 75 cents a load.
That summer Albert and Hannes heard of a large sailboat they
could buy, so they mustered what cash they could, and Hannes
mortgaged his share of the oxen. They began to freight on the lake.
Business thrived until another Icelander bought a gas-boat, and the
Gimli storekeepers decided he could bring in their freight faster. In a
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Hannes Kristjanson.
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Mr. Kristjanson, only l7 here, made the first hand made ice cream for boatmen and
passengers, for all provisions in those days came by boat.

race, the gas-boat beat the Kristjanson brothers by only two hours, but
they yielded to defeat, and Hannes took a job up the lake working for a
fisherman. Albert, meanwhile, decided to try his luck at taking summer
residents at the newly opened Winnipeg Beach, for boat rides. He was
so successful that Hannes joined him the next summer, wearing a cap
with the words, "Captain H. Kristjanson," to impress the customers.
Next Hannes entered the storekeeping business, which became his
life work. With $100.00 he had saved, he built a 12 x 16 foot shanty
store at the site of his childhood log home. It consisted of one ply of
boards with laths nailed over the cracks. It took all his capital, so he
borrowed $65 from a friend in Winnipeg, who invested the entire
amount in confectionery which he shipped out to Hannes. He bought
the first ice cream freezer in Gimli, a little two-gallon hand machine.
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Rear: Magga Halldorson and Freda
Kristjanson Jones. Front: Charlie Thorson, Julia Halldorson, Baldur Kristjanson,
in front of Hannes Kristjanson's ice cream
parlour.

"It was no use starting a batch of ice cream unless you saw a sailboat
coming around the bend," he said. The local people thought ice cream a
luxury beyond them, except on very special occasions, and the five cents
it cost, a large amount. So Hannes watched the lake, and when he saw a
boat approaching, he would hurry to a neighbour to buy two gallons of
cream and start turning the handle.
He added other innovations, such as the first soda fountain in
Gimli, an ornate and beautiful piece of equipment trimmed with much
silver plate and glass, with a large glass bowl of flowers at the top. That
glass bowl is still in the basement of the Kristjanson home today. He
built a small ice house at the back, and he made his own soda water in a
cylindrical tank lined with soft lead, which he had to rock for 20
minutes after adding gas to the water.
Every time he had a little money over, he would add something to
the store. For a time he rented the addition to it, to Dr. Dunn for a dispensary. At another time, pool tables were installed. When the
Telephone System wanted an office, he was put in charge of the
telephone office, in his building, hiring two girls as switchboard
operators. After his marriage to Elin, Hannes found that the tiny store
hardly yielded enough to keep a growing family. He asked his friend,
Johannes Sigurdsson, partner in several large stores in New Iceland, for
help to find a bigger store. Mr. Sigurdsson suggested he buy his Gimli
store. Hannes felt it completely beyond his means, but he persuaded
two friends, Thordur Thordarson and another young man, to go into
partnership. This was the beginning of a highly successful Gimli general
store, Lakeside Trading Company. The third partner soon left, but
Kristjanson and Thordarson operated the store together for 25 years.
By then Hannes was ready to retire, but Thordur was not, so Hannes
sold his share to Thordur's son. A few years later, poor health forced
Thordur to give up, and the store was sold to Gusti Thorkelson.
Lakeside Trading Company burned to the ground in 1951, and the lot
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stood vacant for many years before it was sold in 1967, when the Bank
of Montreal and the IGA Store were built there.
Hannes Kristjanson was an active member of the community in
many ways. He served more than 25 years on the Gimli School Board,
being very interested in education.
Music was one of his great talents, and he with his brothers and
others formed the Gimli Band, of which details are given elsewhere. He
played the violin as well, and for many years was a member of a dance
orchestra which played for.the annual Gimli Old-Timers' Reunion Ball,
a group of which he was a charter member and treasurer for years. The
Old-Timers' Ball was and still is one of the highlights of the social life of
Gimli, preserving all the beloved and graceful old time dances of the
past. As long as he lived, Hannes loved to attend the dances. His eyes
would light up as the band played the lovely waltzes he had played
himself for so many years.
I n addition to the store, Hannes Kristjanson owned a farm
northwest of town. He and six sons cleared and farmed it, and their interest in the farm laid the groundwork for their future careers. Hannes
and Elin, though they had had little opportunity for formal education,

The Cimli orchestra around 19J5. 01/0 Holm. Valdi Johnson. Johnny Jonatanson.
Ralph COl/fried. Baldur Kristianson, Hannes Kristianson.

~
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Rev. Albert Kristjanson singing, Tryggvi Kristjanson. at the piano, Hannes Kristianson on the violin.
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were self-educated in the true Icelandic tradition, through lifelong
habits of reading, thinking, and discussion, combined in their home
with their deep love of music. Both believed profoundly in education,
not for mere acquisition of facts, but for the development of thought,
and not for mere individual attainment, but for service to humanity.
They carried this belief into action, through service to education in the
community, and through a definite plan for the education of their own
children.
Hannes first suggested to his eldest son, Baldur, that the advanced
study of scientific agriculture would be a profession useful to his
fellowmen. All six sons pursued this course to obtain advanced degrees,
much of their later studies being carried out at Madison, Wisconsin,
and other American colleges. All but one obtained his doctorate, and
that one, Luther Burbank, had only to present his thesis; unfortunately,
he died of cancer in May, 1973, at the age of 44.
All went on to put to use their knowledge in aid of mankind, and
though they travelled widely throughout the world in doing so, most of
them returned to Manitoba to use their ability in their home province.
These six sons of Hannes and Elin Kristjanson were described in
Maclean's Magazine as "The Six Most Wanted Brains in Canada."
1. Dr. Baldur Hannes Kristjanson, graduated from the University of
Manitoba; studied two years at Virginia Polytechnic Institute for his
M.Sc., and obtained his Ph. D. in Economics and Philosophy from the
University of Wisconsin. In 1956 he joined the Department of
Agriculture in Ottawa, as head of the Co-operatives and Credit Union
Section.
During 1958-59 he was on leave of absence as a member of the
Harvard University Advisory Group to Iran. He returned to Canada to
direct the Resources for Tomorrow Conference, as secretary for eleven
cabinet ministers responsible for natural resources, from the provinces
and the federal cabinet. As a result, he was one of the planners of the

The Kristjanson family. Back Row: Albert, Larry, Kris, Leo, Baldur and Burbank.
Seated: Maria, Mrs. Learned, mother Ella Kristjanson and Aida, Mrs. Weslmacott.
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Agricultural Rehabilitation and Development Act, commonly known
as ARDA.
He then became Acting Assistant Deputy Minister in the federal
Department of Agriculture. Later in 1963, he returned to Manitoba to
become Executive Director and Vice-Chairman of the Manitoba
Economic Consultative Board, and Executive Director of the Manitoba
Development Authority. He became chairman of the board in 1965,
and in 1967, Deputy Minister.
In 1969 he took leave of absence to become economic advisor to
the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Development Planning in Tanzania, Africa.
He holds membership in many national and international
economics organizations.
He received the Centennial Medal from the Canadian government
July I, 1967, in recognition of his services.
He is married to Helen Louise, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Theodore P. Neumann, Pincher Creek, Alta. rancher. She was a
laboratory technician, and had a commission in the Royal Canadian
Air Force prior to her marriage in 1944. Their children are: a. Kenneth
Theodore, B.Sc. in medicine in 1968, now emergency surgeon at Vancouver General Hospital. b. Elin Leigh, Isbister Scholarship, B.A.,
graduate work in Psychology, married to Dr. William Bowie. c. Karen
Louise, University of Manitoba graduate, received her Master's degree
in Social Psychology at the London School of Economics, now a psychiatrist with the Manitoba government.
2. Maria Gudlaug Kristjanson married Charles Learned, a
photographer, born in California, now an executive member of the
Professional Photographers' Association. Maria was a clerk in the
Treasury Department at Ottawa prior to her marriage, and is now a
secretary in a life insurance company in Winnipeg. Their children:
Mary Aida, married to school teacher Gerald Hildebrand, with
children Kathryn Maria, Christopher Jon, and Kelly. Harold Charles,
married to Katherine Reynolds, works for a film company in Winnipeg.
3. Dr. Kristjan Kristjanson, like his brother, worked at many jobs
to finance his education, including management of a general store,
ditch-digging in British Columbia, and commercial fishing. He
graduated in 1943 from the University of Alberta with a B.Sc. degree,
obtained his M.Sc. from the University of Toronto, and his Ph.D. from
the University of Wisconsin.
Positions he has held included research economist for the Dominion of Canada Economics Division, lecturer at the Ontario
Agricultural College, research economist for the University of Wisconsin, the U.S. Forest Service, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture;
assistant and later associate professor at the University of Nebraska,
chairman of the Great Plains Council on Tenure Credit and Land
Values. He returned to Canada and took governmental posts, first as
administrative office with the Department of Northern Affairs in Ottawa, mainly concerned with water resources, and the development of
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hydro-electric power. He was concerned with the Columbia River project. He was research co-ordinator for the water sector of the Resources
for Tomorrow conference.
In 1961 he returned to Manitoba to become first Director of
Economics for Manitoba Hydro, and then Assistant General Manager
(Administration) of Manitoba Hydro. During this time he was for a
brief time on loan to Ghana to recommend a water development
program. He resigned from Manitoba Hydro in 1972 because he was
opposed to the plans for Hydro development and control of Lake Winnipeg. He is now in an executive position at Great West-Life Assurance
Co. He received the Centennial Medal from Canada in 1967.
He was married in 1952 to Lois Hill, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Hugh Hill of Knoxville, Tennessee. Their children are: a. Eleanor Ruth,
b. Helga Maria, c. Ingrid Margaret, and d. Stefan Kristjan. Kris was
elected president of the Canada Iceland Foundation in 1974.
4. Aida Johanna Kristjanson, graduated in nursing from Winnipeg
General Hospital. She married William Montgomery Westmacott, who
is sales manager for General Motors Acceptance Corporation, Winnipeg. They have two daughters, Elizabeth (Betty) Anne, Arts graduate
of the University of Manitoba, is married to Philip Miller, and they
reside in Saskatoon, where he is a teacher. Patricia Joanne works for an
insurance company in Winnipeg.
5. Dr. Gladstone Albert Kristjanson, graduated with a B.Sc. from
the Ontario Agricultural College at Guelph, Ont. received his M.Sc.
degree at North Dakota Agricultural College, and his Ph.D. in
Sociology from the University of Wisconsin. He taught at Reeder,
N.D., was research associate at Washington State University, assistant
professor of sociology at South Dakota State College, returned to
Manitoba to become an extension sociologist-economist for the
Manitoba Department of Agriculture, and since 1967 has been
professor of sociology at the University of Manitoba.
He married Joan Muriel McPherson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
William Grant McPherson. Their children are: a. Linda Joan, b.
William Hannes, c. Donna May, and d. Ellen Muriel.
6. Luther Burbank Kristjanson received his B.Sc. from the North
Dakota State College, his M.A. in agricultural economics from the
University of Nebraska, and completed his studies for his Ph.D. except
for his thesis, in Wisconsin.
He served with the Canada Department of Agriculture, was extension economist with the Manitoba Department of Agricultu.re, Managing Director, Manitoba Crop Insurance Corporation, Assistant Deputy
Minister of Agriculture for Manitoba, devising the Manitoba Crop Insurance Plan, which has become a model for similar plans in other
provinces and elsewhere. From 1961-62 he was on leave from Manitoba
as a planning economist with the Harvard University Advisory Team to
Iran, in land use and credit systems.
He returned to become Assistant Deputy Minister of Agriculture
in Manitoba until 1964. Since then he held a post with the Food and
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Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, serving first as F AO
economic advisor in Iran, and after that in Rome as chief of Land Use
and Farm Management Branch, Land and Water Division, FAO, and
then as chief of the Production Economics and Farm Management service, Agricultural Services Division of FAO. He married Farida
Hashenzadah Fallah of Iran in 1953. They had two children, Sharon
Valerie and Kevan Burbank. Dr. Burbank Kristjanson died from cancer
in 1973.
7. Dr. Ragnar Lawrence Kristjanson (Larry) received his B.Sc.
degree from North Dakota State College, M.A. degree from the
University of Nebraska, and Ph.D. in economics from the University of
Wisconsin.
From 1955-59 he was professor of economics at the South Dakota
State College, where he organized an international wheat surplus
utilization conference.
He returned to Canada in 1959. From then till 1965 he was a
research economist and statistician for the Canadian Wheat Board.
Since then he has held the post of wheat commissioner for the Canadian
Wheat Board, seeking markets and establishing agreements for major
grain sales abroad. In this capacity he has made several trips to Europe,
Asia, and South America. In 1969 he was one of the three signatories at
Peking to the $135,000,000 wheat agreement between Canada and
China.
He married Helen Dorothy Sigurdson, daughter of Stefan Valvis
Sigurdson and his wife Gudrun, both of pioneer New Iceland families.
Stefan is the son of Sigurdur Erlendsson, a pioneer of Hecla Island, and
his second wife, Thorunn Maria Magnusdottir. Gudrun was the
daughter of Einar Gudmundsson and his second wife, Margret Sigurdardottir, pioneers at Einarsstadir in the Arnes district. Helen became a
registered nurse. Their children are: a. Kathy Ann, b. Bonnie Lenore, c.
Patricia Maria, d. David Leo, e. Eric Lloyd.
8. Dr. Leo Frimann Kristjanson graduated from the University of
Manitoba with a B.A. degree, and later with his M.A. He received his
Ph.D. in economics from the University of Wisconsin.
From 1956-57 he was an instructor in history at United College,
and the following two years was research assistant at the University of
Wisconsin. From 1959-64 he was research economist for the Centre of
Communities Studies in Saskatoon, where he made studies of growth
problems of co-operatives, and studies for ARDA.
In 1964 he was appointed professor of economics at the University
of Saskatchewan, and in 1969 became head of the Department of
Economics and Political Science there.
He married Jean Evelyn Cameron, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hector M. Cameron, who farm at Moore Park, Man. She is a registered
nurse. Their children are: a. Terri Elin, b. Darryl Cameron, c. Brenda
Jean, and d. Johanne AIda.
The entire Kristjanson family still spends as much time as possible
in Gimli. Most of them own their own summer homes here, while others
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stay much of the summer in the spacious family home on the lake front,
with their mother Elin, who spends the entire summer at Gimli. The rest
of the year she lives with her daughter Maria most of the time.
That beautiful home during its years held three distinguished
families within its walls - the Rev. Sigurdur Olafsson and his family,
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Thorson, once mayor ofGimli, and the Kristjansons.
Following the death of their father, the Kristjanson family established an annual scholarship in his memory, to be awarded to a
graduate of the Gimli Composite High School, and the brothers and
sisters take turns coming to present the award. It is a fitting tribute to a
man who so greatly recognized the value of education, though he had
little formal schooling himself, and to one who served the Gimli Community on the school board for over 25 years, ten of them as chairman.
BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF HANNES KRISTJANSON.
Jennie (Kristjana) was the oldest of the children of Kristjan Sigurjon Gudmundsson and his wife Helga Johanna Thordardottir. She
married Steini Stevenson of Gimli. They had no children, and she
passed away around 1950.

Rev. Albert Kristjanson and his wife
Anna.

Albert, the Rev. A. E. Kristjanson, married Anna Jakobsdottir,
and spent most of his later life at Blaine, Washington. He passed away
in 1974, in his nineties, a retired minister of the Unitarian Church. They
had five children: a son Hjalmar, (deceased), daughters Nanna, Mrs. L.
G. Sigurdson; Sigrun, Mrs. Gardner; Johanna, Mrs. F. R. Franklin;
Osk, who died in infancy; six grandchildren, and eleven greatgrandchildren. Anna passed away in 1970.
Maria married Brynjolfur Bjornsson. (see Bjornsson)
Sigtryggur (Tryggvi), taught school at Camp Morton, worked as a
house painter and at other work. Married Kristin Helgadottir (who was
born at Skarashomrum in Nordurardal, Iceland) in 1914. Their
children: Olafur, married to Vigfusina Johnson, lives in Edmonton;
Bjorn and his wife Gertrude of Saskatoon; Hulda married Joseph
Diedrich, Worthington, Minn. Osk married Kristjan R. Olafsson of
Reykjavik, Iceland. Charlotte in Winnipeg. Gudmundur married to
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Margaret, at Lethbridge. There are 17 grandchildren. Tryggvi and
Kristin separated. She returned to Iceland in 1930, where she remained
until 1947, when she returned to Canada, and worked as a nurse at the
Betel Home. She went back to Iceland in 1960 to live, and on a visit to
Gimli in 1962 she passed away, aged 72.
Mrs. Kristin Kristjanson is said to have possessed certain psychic
powers and qualities which were of great interest to learned friends in
Iceland, and a book on her life and qualities as a medium was written
about her in that country, by the noted author Gudmundur Hagalin.
Her funeral was held at the Betel Home, and she was laid to rest in
the Gimli Cemetery. She was a kind, generous woman, greatly loved.
Tryggvi Kristjanson spent his last years at the Betel Home III
Selkirk, where he passed away on Aug. 24, 1969, aged 89 years.

MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH KRAVETZ - (parents of Steffie Hykawy)
Joseph Kravetz arrived in Canada in 1914 from Ukraine at the age
of 20. He came to the district of Foley first because he had relatives
there, he then moved to Saskatchewan where he worked as a section
man for the C.N.R. later becoming foreman.
He married Margaret Moroz in 1922. Margaret lived in
Fraserwood, coming to Canada at the age of 4 years from the Ukraine.
They lived in Saskatchewan in a small place named Pattie. Mr. and
Mrs. Kravetz lived there for 3 years, where a daughter by the name of
Eileen was born (now Mrs. Stan Dudzie of Winnipeg.) Mr. Kravetz
found the work and long winters very difficult. He had to work 10 hours
a day, 6 days a week. The hot sun was scorching in the summer and
bitterly cold in the winter, with a lot of storms. They bought a farm in
Foley, Manitoba, (7 miles south west of Gimli) in the year 1925, where
a son John was born before they had a chance to settle. He still lives on
the same farm with his wife and 3 sons.
In 1926 a baby daughter was born in November. She died of
pneumonia at 3 months as the house was cold and drafty. In 1928 in the
month of August twin girls were born to them. Anne, who is now Mrs.
Paul Firman, living in Gimli. Her husband is running Firman's Garage.
The other twin was Steffie who is now Mrs. Jim Hykawy. Her husband
is a barber in Jim's barber shop. The twins developed whooping cough
at the age of 3 months and had it all winter.
Their last son was born in 1936. He was named Bill. He married
the former Helen Repa from Gimli and now resides in Burlington, Ontario.
Mr. and Mrs. Kravetz cleared land and bought cattle and started
mixed farming. They also put in a big vegetable garden in the summer
and took it into Winnipeg Beach where a lot of campers came out and
sold them along with dairy products and chickens.
In his earlier years Mr. Kravetz used to cut cord wood and bring it
into the town of Gimli to sell and be able to get some groceries in
return.
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The children all went to the school of Willow Creek which was 2 V2
miles away. Mrs. Ethel Howard, now a resident of Gimli, taught their
youngest son Bill. One half mile away from the school was a post office
by the name of Comming. This post office was shut down in the year of
1945.
Mr. Kravetz suffered his first heart attack in 1949 after a few years
became an invalid and passed away in 1957 at the age of 66. Mrs.
Kravetz now resides in Gimli.

THE PAUL KREZANSKI FAMILY
Paul and Katerina Krezanski were born in Kopychinito, Austria
and came to Canada with their three children, Mary, Nick, and Anne,
in 1902, settling on a farm northwest of Gimli. Paul was a potter by
trade, so he began searching for the special clay from which pots are
made, which he found in only two places on his farm, - under the moss
of swamps. Dark grey in colour, when worked it becomes very pliable.
Before it could be used, he had to remove every bit of impurities, such
as stones, twigs, and moss. His work bench consisted of a turntable
made of two wooden disc wheels of different size, joined together at the
middle by a fourfoot shaft. This was anchored close to a bench on which
he sat. The clay was placed on top of the smaller wheel, and while he sat
and kicked the lower wheel with his foot to make it turn, he formed the
pots with his hands.
He was able to make pots, dishes, pans, covers, cups and anything
he desired. After the pots were made, they had to be dried carefully,
with great care being taken not to let them dry too fast, because they
would crack.
The drying complete, they were stacked in a kiln for baking. The
kiln was built out of willows plastered thickly with clay on both sides,
with two compartments, one for the pots, and the other a fireplace in
which he would build a small fire for the first day, then increase it and
keep it going for a few days, until the pots had turned light brown in
colour. There was an opening between the two compartments for the
flames to go through to the other side. After the baking was completed,
the kiln was allowed to cool for a few days before the pots were taken
out.
He sold many of his pots to neighbours and friends, for ten to fifty
cents per pot, and many tourists bought them for souvenirs. Some of his
pots are on display in the Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature, and
also in the Gimli Ukrainian Museum.
Paul and Katerina were active members of the Greek Catholic
Church at Dnister. Paul died Dec. 27, 1929, aged 77 years, and
Katerina died Aug. 22, 193 I, aged 77 years.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Krezanski. Mary married Mike
Olianski, a farmer at Silver. They had three children, Nellie, Walter,
and Frank. She is now deceased. Anna Krezanski died Feb. 9, 1910.
Nick Krezanski lived on a farm in the Gimli area, retiring in 1964, when
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he moved into Gimli. His wife, Annie Paracholski, died March 13,
1972, aged 78. They were active members of the church at Dnister.
They had three sons, Mike, John, and Joseph, and two daughters, Mary
and Rose.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Nick Krezanski. Michael. (Mike)
Krezanski married Stella Kawka of Regina. They have lived in the
Gimli area all their married life, and he is employed with the government as a pipe-fitter. They have two sons, who both live in Winnipeg.
Gerald, married, with four children, Donald, Ricky, Ileen and Wayne,
is a plumber and house builder. Norman, married with two children,
Monica and Kurt, works in an office.
John Krezanski married Anne Dutchak of Gimli, and they lived in
Loni Beach. He is employed at the Industrial Park as a painter, having
previously worked at the armed forces base. They have two sons, Arnold, who lives at Kelowna, B.C. where he is in business with a portable
catering service. He is maI:ried, with two sons, Tom and Aaron. Reggie
is a professional hockey player at Cincinnati and is married with one
daughter, Tanya. Mr. and Mrs. Krezanski are active members of the
Sacred Heart Church, and Anne has served as president of the women's
group for several years.
Joseph Krezanski married Mary Popowich of Rembrandt. They
live just outside of the town of Gimli, and he is employed at the Industrial Park as a waterworks foreman. Formerly he worked for many
years at the Gimli Armed Forces Base, where he received a centennial
medal conferred for long-standing civilian employment, when the base
closed in 1971. They have one son, Robert Allen, who attends Gimli
Composite High School.
Mary is a member of the Hospital Auxiliary, the Curling Club,
and they are active members of the Gimli Community Hall Association
and Sacred Heart Ukrainian Catholic Church, as are all members of
the Krezanski family.
Mary Krezanski married Steve Kushnir of Camp Morton, farmer,
and for many years a councillor in the R.M. of Gimli. He has also
served faithfully on the Evergreen School board. They have one son,
Robert, and two daughters, Rose Marie and Brenda. Robert and Rose
Marie live in Winnipeg. Rose Marie is married to Terry Hess, and they
have one son, Derek. Brenda is a student at Gimli High School.
Rose Krezanski married Joseph (Joe) Kopish, who farms across
the road from the Gimli Industrial Park. They have a daughter, Mary
Jane, married to John Dix, in Winnipeg, and Joey, who is employed
with the government.

THE SIGURDUR KRISTJANSSON FAMILY
Sigurdur Thorvaldur Kristjansson was born in Skagafjordur,
Iceland, in 1879. He came to Canada with his foster parents in 1885,
and they settled 3 miles north of Gimli, at Skipalaekur. He became a
fisherman and lake station operator. When 17, he drove the mail and
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passenger service on the Hamilton-Cavalier, North Dakota, route, then
returned to Canada where he did the same work from Winnipeg to
Riverton, the round trip taking one week. He was wont to say in later
years that he had worked for the U.S. president and Queen Victoria of
~ngland before he was oflegal age to do so. In Winnipeg he found work
In the building of the Central Fire Hall, where he had to carry bricks
and mortar up a ladder,S or 6 stories, for the tower, all for 17¢ per
hour. Another job he had was with the Bardal Funeral Home, driving a
hansom cab, seated up back in the open. One of his duties was to wait
outside the Pantages Theatre for patrons leaving for home after the
concerts, and often this was a long, cold wait. He was required to wear a
high silk top hat, and years later he said he had never been so cold. During his life in Gimli, he was active in the band and in choirs. He served
on the Town Council, the Old Timers' Association, the Icelandic
Library, and was a member of the Order of Foresters. Sigurdur, or
Siggi, as he was called, passed away October 15, 1952.
In 1898 Sigurdur had married Sigurbjorg Thordardottir, who was
born in M ulasysla in 1879, and had come to Canada with her family in
1882. They stopped at Kinmount, Ontario, where her mothe( died giving birth to a son. This child was adopted immediately by a Scottish
couple, because the father would have been unable to care for 4 young
children. Sigurbjorg never again saw or heard of her brother. The
remainder of the family settled in Saskatchewan, while Sigurbjorg, or
Sigga, was cared for by her aunt and uncle in the Geysir district. She
was never again united with her family. When a young woman working
in Winnipeg, she met and married Siggi. They moved to Gimli in 1899
where he worked as a clerk in the H. P. Tergesen store, and also at the
Lakeview Hotel.
Sigga was fond of painting, and among her family are several of
her paintings. She sang in choirs, and was active in the crusade to give
women the right to vote. She was a member of the Unitarian Church
and of the Ladies' Aid of that church. In 1908 this family of young
children experienced near tragedy, when they had the misfortune to lose
their two-storey home by fire. Sigga was in the barn milking her cows
and three of the children were still in bed. When she noticed smoke
pouring from the house, she made her way upstairs, carried two
children out and laid them in the snow, then went in again, this time
crawling along the floor, for she had learned that there was less smoke
near the floor. She was able to save the baby only just in time, for the
building collapsed in a matter of minutes. The family had lost
everything, but were befriended by Mrs. Victoria Sigurgeirson who
gave them all shelter for the rest of the winter. Sigurbjorg passed away
November 24, 1961.
Mr. and Mrs. Kristjanson had a family of six children, as follows:
KRISTIN, (Teenie), married Holman Olson, and they made their
home in Selkirk. She died in 1966. Their children are Walter, married,
with 3 children; Olive, Mrs. Bill Cholosky. He operates a store in
Selkirk, while she works in a bank. There are no children; Holman Jr.,
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a lawyer, married Olivia Swanson. They have twin daughters and a son,
and live in Winnipeg.
JOHANNA, (Hanna), worked as a clerk at the Lakeside Trading
Company, and at Tergesen's store and was an active worker in the
Unitarian Church. She married Edwin Jonasson, son of Dr. Einar
Jonasson. She was an invalid the last twenty years of her life, cared for
during that time by her devoted husband. There was no family. She
passed away in 1961, Edwin 5 years later.
SIBERG, was married to Groa Isfjord. He has been a farmer and
fisherman all his life. Their son, Siberg Jr. is deceased; Iris's husband is
Roger Latrielle of the RCAF. They have two daughters. Vivian, Mrs.
Allan Lochart, lives in Victoria, and has 3 daughters; Margaret Rose,
Mrs. George Godon has three children. Groa is also deceased.
VALDINA, was married to Peter Peterson; both are deceased,
Valdina having passed away in 1971. There were two children; Lorraine
and her husband Charlie Arnason live near Gimli with their children
Charlene, Bonnie, Peter, Charles, and Linda; Allen, who died in 1961,
had been a fisherman up to the time of his early death.
HANNES, married to Sophie Slobodian, has been a fisherman all
his life. He is a member of Viking Lodge No. 175, of Gimli, (Masonic),
the Old Timers' Association, the Festival committee and the K-40
group of the Kinsmen Club. Hannes and Sophie have two children,
Beverley, Mrs. Einar A. Einarson lives in Gimli. There are 2 children,
Sandra and Craig; Eddie is unmarried, and lives in Vancouver, working
for the Honeywell Company. Sophie Kristjanson was a charter member
of the Good Neighbours, and also was a member of the Kinettes Club.
THEODORE, (Ted) married Sophie's sister Annie Slobodian. He
was for many years a fisherman but now operates the Target Store with
his wife. He is a Past Master of the Viking Lodge, and is also a member
of the Old Timers', and the K-40's. Annie was a charter member of the
Good Neighbours, the Kinettes, and is active in the Order of the
Eastern Star. They have three sons, Robert, who is married to Sigurros
Markusson of Arnes, is a fisherman. Their children are Roberta and
Christopher; Kenneth married Eve-Anne Putney of Flin Flon. Their
two daughters are Carolyn Joy and Holly Anne. He is a broker with the
James Richardson Company of Winnipeg; Richard, married Kathleen
Lumax of Swan River. They have one daughter, Kristen. Richard
teaches high school at Virden, Manitoba.
THE MICHAEL KRUUCKI FAMILY
Michael Krulicki was born in Trybuchowce, Austria, in 1893, and
came to Canada about 1912 with his parents, Franko Krulicki and
Marja Mryglocka, and his brothers and sisters, Walter, Marion,
Ignace, Steve, Nettie, and Stella. They settled in Meleb and made it
their permanent home.
Earlier, in 1902, Rozalia Flasza (Rose), then but one year old,
came with her parents Nickolas Flasza and Sophia, from the same
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place in Austria, and settled at Gimli. Other members of the family
were Mike, Stanley, and Stella. They were farmers, and had first to
clear the thick bush before a house could be built, a common experience
for all settlers in those early days.
In 1917, Rose and Michael were married and moved to Meleb,
where they lived for 14 years, then returned to Gimli, where Michael
built a small home for his family. He was a farmer all his life except for
a short time when he was employed by the fisheries. He passed away in
1961 at the age of 68, after a lengthy illness. Both were members of St.
Michael's Church. Rose still resides in the attractive family home, built
on the site of their first one in Gimli. She is not in good health, but
manages to keep up the home and garden, with the hel p of her daughter
Jean, who lives there with her.
Mr. and Mrs. Krulicki had five children, as follows;
Anton married Nellie Luschinski, from Fraserwood, and they
moved to Sudbury, Ontario. In 1948 he was accidentally killed in the
mine where he worked. Their children are Patricia, Gary, Deborah and
Kim.
Stanley formerly owned an ice and wood business and a small store
in South Beach. Then he worked for Manitoba Hydro, and is now
employed at Calverts' distillery. He has served as a Cubmaster, and has
been very active in sports, coaching baseball and hockey games for
many years. His wife is Helen Dudar who is an active community
worker. She was president of the handicrafts club for two years, 4-H
club leader for five, and has worked with Brownies and Guides. She is a
member of the St. Michael's CWL, also the Hospital Auxiliary, and
worked enthusiastically to make the New Horizons group a reality.
They have eight children: Barbara, was a teacher and taught in Gimli.
She married Donald Moreau who works at Calverts, and they have
two children, Marlee and Jarrett; Barbara was a 4-H club leader.
Shirley graduated with a B.A. degree, and for the past two years has
been touring Europe, part of the time teaching school in Germany;
Kenneth works for Gimli Transfer and plans to continue his education.
The others, Ronald, Kim, Terry, Bradley, and Naomi are still attending
school. Most of them are active in sports, especially hockey.
Nicholas (Nick) served in the army overseas during the second
World War, and was wounded. He and his wife Gladys live in Vancouver where he makes his living as a fisherman.
Jean works at St. Benedict's Manor. She was married to Albert
San Francisco who operated a trucking business. The marriage ended in
divorce. Their daughter Susan is married to Terry Jarmovitch, a mine
surveyor in Sudbury, Ontario. Susan teaches school. The son, Albert
Patrick works for a cement factory. Both Susan and Albert are in Sudbury.
Frances did secretarial work as the air base in Gimli before her
marriage to Bert Veale. Her husband is with the armed forces stationed
at Cold Lake, Alberta, and they reside there with their children, Jeffrey,
Jacqueline, and Jenine, all at school.
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Mrs. Mary Krulicki presidel11 of the
Ne,,· Hori=ol1s Club.

THE MARION KRULICKI FAMILY
Marion Krulicki, brother of Michael, was born in Poland in 1898,
and in 1909 came to Canada with his family, settling at Meleb, which
was then known as Krosberg. Some years later he went to Winnipeg,
where he worked as a waiter at the Fort Garry Hotel, and then as a
night man, being short order cook at the Olympia Cafe. In 1932 he
married Emelia Mary, daughter of William Firman and his wife, the
former Anne Gordie. Mary was born at Silver, Manitoba, where her
parents made their home.
The young couple moved to Fisher Branch two years later, where
they farmed until 1947. Their next home was a farm just north of Gimli,
where they lived until they moved into the town in 1952. Marion
worked for the Manitoba Telephone System as linesman, then as caretaker for the local cemetery, and as caretaker for the Provincial Leadership Camp until his retirement. He passed away in 1974, after a lengthy
ill ness.
Mary, a fine dressmaker, made that her winter project for many
years. She did the sewing for a great many weddings, and in all made no
fewer than 67 bridal gowns, not to mention the scores of dresses for
other occasions. From 1952 she spent the summer months working for
the Department of Education at their training camp for teachers. This
later became the Leadership Training Centre, open the year round, and
Mary began to work there full-time, first as meat cutter and cook, but
before long had risen to the responsible position of supervisor in complete charge of the Centre. After twenty years' service, she retired in
1972. She is now the very active president of the New Horizons Club, of
which she was one of the organizers.
Marion and Mary had two children:
Nancy Anne, married Paul Dudar, who worked as a steam pipe
fitter, first in Sarnia, Ontario with the Canada Oil Co., then at C.F.B.,
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Gimli, doing the same work, until he suffered a heart attack, and died in
1970. They made their home on the Dudar farm just north of Gimli.
Their elder daughter is Louise Lynne Matthewson, whose husband
works with a bank in Winnipeg. Their son Gerry is a keen hockey
player and helps his mother on the farm. The second daughter, Darlene,
attends school.
Frank lives in Michigan, where he is manager of the Body Collision
Shop. He married an American girl, Sandy Haas, and they have four
children: Terry Lynne, Donna Anne, Brian Frank, and Jody Lynne, all
at school.
KUSHNIR FAMILY
Nick and Teenie Kushnir were pioneers in the Gimli area. They
settled in the Camp Morton area, while Nick's brother Harry settled at
Fraserwood. Their children were Mary, who is Mrs. William Kawka of
Regina; Maggie, Mrs. Harry Rogoski of Moose Jaw, John who
married Teenie Poworoznyk of Fraserwood, and Steve, who is a farmer
at Camp Morton, and councillor of the R.M. of Gimli. John, who took
the middle initial of N. for his father, to avoid confusion with Harry's
son John, who took the initial H., moved into Gimli, where he and
Teenie raised their two sons, Edward and Dennis. John worked mainly
as a concrete construction worker, independently, and in partnership
with Sveinn Bjornson. John passed away 'in 1963, and that same year
E<idie, who was a truck driver, and a valuable member of the Gimli
Wolves hockey team, was killed in a truck accident in Saskatchewan.
The Gimli baseball league donated money to buy an Eddie Kushnir
memorial trophy which each year is presented to the most valuable
hockey player, in memory of "E.K.", as everybody called him. His
brother Dennis, though handicapped, is a well-liked and useful resident
of Gimli, helpful to all, and keenly interested in hockey, curling, and
politics. He is an expert swimmer, and has assisted other handicapped
children at the Gimli pool. He received a citizenship certificate and pin
from the Gimli armed forces base during the last year it was located
here. Dennis assists his mother in caretaking work in Gimli.
Teenie is a member of C.A.M.R. and of the Sacred Heart and
Fraserwood Ukrainian Catholic churches. Her parents, Thomas
Poworoznik, and Annie Paradoski, both came from the Ukraine,
Thomas in 1907 and Annie in 1908, and settled on a farm east of
Fraserwood, where they farmed until they retired to live in Gimli, where
they both passed away. Their other children are:
Michael of Gimli, retired from work for the provincial department
of highways, with two sons, Peter and John.
Katherine Zawaski of Toronto, with three sons, Ted, Leonard, and
Ronnie. Ted and Leonard are married. Ted went to Germany for a trip,
and married a German girl, returning there to live permanently.
Mary married William Kushnir, John's brother. They live at Radville, Sask., and have one daughter, Phyllis Englestead, and a grandson,
Grant.
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Next is Teenie Kushnir, and then Metro, who lives on the home
farm near Fraserwood and works for the department of highways. He
has six children, Shirley, Melvin, Linda, Sylvia, Leonard, and Clarence.
The youngest of the family is Laura, married to Joseph Cardinal of
Oshawa, Ont. They have four sons, Maurice, Dwayne, Kelvin, and
Rodney.

HARRY KUSHNIR FAMILY
Nick Kushnir's brother Harry and his wife Nettie came from the
village of Davetkowici, in Chrotkiw, West Ukraine, in 1903, and settled
on a farm at Fraserwood. They had nine children, of whom six are still
living: Annie, Mrs. John Pomeranski; Teenie, Mrs. Metro Pomeranski,
Margaret Kushnir, all of Winnipeg; Laura, Mrs. Earl Wilkinson,
formerly of London, Ont. and now of Landmark Apartments, Gimli,
and two brothers, Michael H. Kushnir, and John H. Kushnir, ofGimli.
Annie and Teenie had large families but Laura had no children.
Michael (Mike) Kushnir married Annie Demarchuk of Malonton,
and farmed for about ten years at Fraserwood, but since the farm was
stony, he started dealing in cattle, which he continued for many years.
In 1942 he moved into Gimli and operated a general store at the corner
of Centre and Sixth Avenue, which he continued until the store burned
down in 1957. He went back to cattle buying and selling, and real estate, until he retired due to failing health.
Mike and Anne Kushnir have two daughters, Olga, married to a
member of the armed forces, Carl Znakowski, presently stationed at
Portage la Prairie; and Dolores, married to an armed forces pilot,
Kenneth Birch, who is on a year's tour of duty in Pakistan, while
Dolores and their son Ronald remain at Edmonton.
Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Kushnir celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary in February, 1975.
John H. Kushnir moved into Gimli in 1936, having also been a cattle dealer previously. He worked as a contractor, house lifter and
mover, and in concrete work, until he retired due to poor health. His
home in Gimli is a tribute to his artistic ability, as he has surrounded it
with beautiful things he has built, such as a model of an old Ukrainian
bake oven, a sundial, an ornamental birdhouse, and other things.
John and his wife Mary have two children: Arthur (Archie), who
has his own plumbing business in Gimli, Northland Plumbing, is
married to Katherine Jardine, with three children, Kurtis, Derek, and
Tannis. Archie was one of the leaders in Junior Achievement, active in
the Snowtrackers Club, and for a time a member of the Chamber of
Commerce. Kathie assists him in the business, and for a time was a Cub
leader, and a member of the Hospital Auxiliary. Diane Kushnir, John's
daughter, married George Feledechuk of Brandon. They have two
daughters, Kimberley and Mardo.
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THE LARUSSON FAMILY
Palmi Larusson, grandson of the poet Hjalmar Jonsson (Bolu Hjalmar) was born in Hunavatnssysla, Iceland, in 1865. He married
Gudrun Steinsdottir, born in Skagafjordur in 1868. Both were in their
early twenties. Palmi worked as a fisherman, carpenter and farmer, but
saw little hope of ever acquiring land of his own. When two daughters
had been born to them, Palmi and Gudrun began to think of the
Western World and the opportunities it had to offer for their children.
Palmi told of how one night, when the idea of emigration was taking
root, he got out of bed determined to decide at once between the old
country and New Iceland. He had his silver snuff-box at his bedside.
The box was flat, with his initials engraved upon the lid. This snuff-box
should make the decision: he would toss it up to the ceiling and let it
land on the floor. If the side bearing the initials should turn up, then his
future lay in the West. Without hesitation he tossed the box: when it lay
before him the initials were uppermost.
So, after disposing of their few belongings, they packed their
clothes and the spinning wheel into an old chest. The chest had been in
the possession of Gudrun's family for many years, the spinning wheel
had been Palmi's first gift to his young wife. These two relics, the foundation of the family fortune, are still preserved.
Palmi and Gudrun arrived in Winnipeg one spring day in the early
1890's. Palmi's most vivid memory of his early days in Canada was of
the back-breaking toil of digging sewers - the only occupation open to
immigrants who spoke no English. On the other hand Gudrun lived in
terror of the frogs: those repulsive, spotted green and black creatures,
hopping about everywhere during the day and serenading her at night.
After a few months in Winnipeg the family moved to Gimli where
they could engage in fishing. There they made their home and raised a
family of nine children.
The eldest, Sigridur, married Magnus Johnson. (Both are now
deceased.) They had a family of five: Magnea Mitchell; Lara Boyd;
Palmi; Osk Wilkie; and Hjalmar. The second daughter, Osk, married
Skuli Hjorleifson. Their four children are Palmi (deceased), Oskar
(deceased), Gudrun Evelyn Souder and Einar (see Hjorleifson). The
first son, Palmi, married Kristjana Orr. They had one son, Walter. The
second son, Sigursteinn, married Phyllis Smith. They had no children.
The third son, Benedikt married Eleanor Arason of Gimli. Their four
children are: a) Robert, married to Rose Tokash, from Rembrandt,
with children Roberta, Pamela, Denise, and Benedikt. Robert works at
Calverts at Gimli.
b) Lorraine, married to John Senow of Winnipeg, with five
children, John, Michelle, Terence, Darryl, and Robert.
c) Annette, married to Ron Gerrior of Winnipeg, one child,
Michael.
d) Phyllis, secretary at Gimli Composite High School, married to
Larry Lycar. The third daughter, Anna, had one son, Hjalmar Benedict
Larusson, who married Donna Olsen of Gimli. They moved to B.c.
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The youngest daughter, Jonina, married Agust Thorkelson of
Gimli and had four children: Joyce, Clifford (deceased), Jon (Jack) and
Valdine. (see Thorkelson). The fourth son, Brynjolfur, had no family,
nor did the fifth son, the youngest, Hjalmar (Valdi). Valdi is the last
surviving child of Palmi and Gudrun.
The girls, Sigridur, Osk and Jonina devoted their time to raising
their families. Anna managed the Riverton Creamery during the war
years and then established her own accounting firm "The Business
Clinic" in Winnipeg. Sigursteinn, called Stoney, ran a barbershop for a
few years in Gimli, but later worked as a conductor on the CPR until
his retirement. Benedikt, known as Benni, was a carpenter and fisherman. Brynjolfur, most often called Brinki, spent most of his years as a
fisherman and guide in the vicinity of Port Arthur, Ontario. Hjalmar,
commonly called Valdi, was a school teacher in Manitoba and in
England, then taught at the Manitoba Teachers College. For the last
ten years he has been at the University of Manitoba.
Forty-seven great-grandchildren of Palmi and Gudrun live in
Canada and the United States.
Gudrun died in the year 1936 at the home of her daughter,
Sigridur, at the age of 68. Palmi spent his last years with his daughter
Osk and son Valdi, in Winnipeg. He died at the age of 92 in 1957.

LARU§§ON (LARU§ GUDJON§§ON) FAMILY
Mrs. W. J. Arnason remembers that when her family reached
Gimli on a little boat Sept. 10, 1892, the first to meet them was Larus
Gudjonsson, who with his second wife Thorunn received all five of them
into his tiny log cabin on the south side of the little inlet where the Viking Park is now situated. She recollects that Larus carried her across
the creek, and that the family stayed in his home a short time before
moving on to Audnir.
Larus was the son of Gudj'on Jonsson of Akureyri, ajoiner, and his
wife Judit Sigurdardottir, the poetess of Ljosavatn. Gudjon was the
brother of Judit Ingibjorg Gudjonsdottir, mother of Hans Petur
Tergesen of Gimli.
Larus's first wife was Kristin Grimsdottir, sister of Gudrun,
mother of J. B. Johnson of Gimli, and half-sister of Gudbjorg, wife of
Einar Einarsson of Audnir. They emigrated from Iceland and settled on
Hecla Island, where she died when their son Kristinn was born. After
that the family moved to GimIi and later Larus settled on the farm of
Fogruvellir (Fair Plains) south of Gimli. They had four children:
I. Vilhjalmur, who went to Montana and from there to Alberta.
Unmarried and died young.
2. Sigrun, married to William Kyle, a carpenter who built several
large Gimli homes, including the old Tergesen home. They lived at Loni
Beach, where she died in the influenza epidemic of 1918. They had three
children, Lawrence. William. and Bettv.
3. Gudjon went to Montana; late; lived at Medicine Hat, Alta.,
rlied there in an old folks' home, unmarried.
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4. Kristinn Larusson, born Nov. 27,1885, died May 9,1969. In his
youth he lived with his relatives at Audnir. Later he took over his
father's farm and lived there the rest of his life, being a farmer and fox
rancher and also maintaining a slaughterhouse to supply meat to the
local market. He married Asta Marsibil Bergmann, born Jan. 1, 1887,
died July 12, 1967. (See Jonas Bergmann) They had six children, including two sons who died in infancy. Those that lived were:
a. Kristinn Gudni, a fisherman.
b. Sigrun, Mrs. Peterson, in Vancouver.
c. Vigdis, Mrs. Ted Evans, in Vancouver.
d. Haraldur Jonas, the third generation farmer at Fogruvellir, with
his wife Elizabeth and the four children of her former marriage to
Stefan Wirgau of Narcisse. They are Terry, Guy, Kelly, and Candy.
JON KRISTINN LAXDAL
From a tribute in The Icelandic Canadian by H. V. Larusson.
People of Gimli and Arborg remember Jon Laxdal as a tireless
worker who made order and diligence the watchword of their schools. A
burning desire possessed him to get on with the job, to inspire his
fellows with energy and enthusiam, to sweep aside procrastination and
fear of failure. Thousands of teachers throughout Manitoba and farther
afield remember him as the alert administrator of the Teachers' College
who lost sight of no detail, yet found time to sit down with a student to
listen, suggest a plan, and finally to offer help in carrying out a course
of action. For action is what Jon demanded; merely to wait for
whatever chance might bring was quite intolerable.
Jon was born October 7, 1900, in northern Iceland. At the age of
eleven he followed his parents to Canada where they had settled in
Saskatchewan. He attended school at Wynyard, later in Winnipeg at
the Jon Bjarnason Academy. He continued his studies at the University
of Manitoba where he earned degrees in Science, Arts, and Education.
At an early age Jon returned to teaching, and knew the joy and toil
of serving in one-room schools in isolated communities. Later he was a
classroom teacher in the Gimli School. In 1932, he was appointed principal at Arborg and from 1935 to 1947 he held the same position at
Gimli. He then moved to the Provincial Normal School (later known as
Manitoba Teachers' College) and taught science and mathematics.
Within a few years he became assistant principal. He continued at the
College until the University of Manitoba assumed responsibility for
teacher training in 1965, when he transferred with the staff to the Faculty of Education as associate professor. He remained there only a year
before retirement in 1966.
Much could be said about his involvement in community affairs.
The residents of Gimli remember his work during the war years. There
as in neighboring communities, the sale of war bonds, Red Cross work,
charitable undertakings, the sending of packages and messages to men
overseas, were carried Qut by all. Jon Laxdal was everywhere, taking
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J. Laxdal alld Lord
Park, October, 1936.
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(John Buchan) interviewing a pioneer in the Gimli

part in everything, For the time being he forgot what it was like to come
home at the end of the day's work and relax with his family. Pressure
was also brought on him to enter politics at the provincial level, but fortunately for education, he resisted.
He was also deeply involved in the Islendingadagurinn, or Icelandic Festival. For almost 20 years he worked tirelessly in every conceivable capacity for the success of this event.
In the hours of relaxation, he loved to mingle with friends, discussing politics, national issues, special problems; and reminiscing, joking,
and laughing with them, too. The man who could call him friend was
fortunate indeed, and could never feel deserted by him.
Jon's wife Lara contributed much to his zest in life. They were
married in 1934. She provided the calmness and wise counsel when
enthusiasm might have carried him away. Year after year she kept
house faultlessly, and he returned home to a table beautifully set and
laden with good food, a home that maintained an air of tranquility.
They had three children, now happily married: John Anthony, Joanne
Maria Wiebe, and Shirley May Jopp,
Jon Kristinn Laxdal passed away September 19, 1971, in Vancouver. Since his retirement he had suffered ill health intermittently,
but always managed to make the long trip home to Winnipeg and New
Iceland each summer. He had planned to do so again in 1971, but suffered a setback in July from which he did not recover. His funeral took
place in the Gimli Lutheran Church September 24, 1971, and he was
laid to rest in the community cemetery.
The above article on one of Gimli's outstanding educational
leaders is taken from a farewell tribute to him in the Winter edition of
the Icelandic Canadian of that year, written, following his death, by his
friend and colleague, H, V. Larusson,
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MRS. DENNIS LEE AND HER FAMILY
Erlendur Elendsson, from Moberg, in Langidalur, Iceland, and his
wife, Ingibjorg Sigurdardottir from Gautadalur, Iceland, migrated to
Gimli in 1890. They owned several lots of First A venue, from the present site of Michael's Bedding, to the site of the Library. Ingibjorg, who
was born Aug. 6, 1834, lived there for many years after she was widowed, dying in March, 1934, just five months short of the century mark.
Until her final years she was an active, hard-working woman, who
thought nothing of chopping her own firewood and cutting her lawn
with a scythe. The small shanty in which she lived still stands, now the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Warcaba. She lived to see five
generations of her family.
They had nine children, four of whom died in childhood in Iceland.
Bjorn Erlendsson, one of their sons, came to Gimli in 1899 with his wife
Kristin Tomasdottir, moving to the Vidir district in 1910. They had
four sons and one daughter. One of their sons, Oscar, married Inga
Arason, adopted daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Tergesen. Their
daughter, Fridrikka, now Mrs. Magnusson, is a resident of the Betel
Home.
Another son of Erlendur and Ingibjorg, Sigurdur, adopted the
name of Wilson, and settled in Winnipeg. Sigurdur died shortly after
the fi rst World War, and Bjorn died in 1924 at Vidir.
There were two daughters, Mrs. Bjorg Thordarson, who spent her
last years at Gimli, and Mrs. Sigridur Goodman. Sigridur married
Gudmundur Gudmundsson (Goodman) in 1892. He was a farmer in the
Piney district, later moving to Winnipeg, where he taught school.
Sigridur was an expert tailor.
Following the death of her husband, Sigridur Goodman came to
live in Gimli. Her daughter Sesselja Lee told her family of the long
jou rney by boat, and also told of coming to visit her mother later, when
the first train came out to Gimli. Sesselja came to live with her mother

IlIgihjorg Sigllrdardollir alld her sC.l'lhe.
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in 1912, just prior to her marriage to Dennis Lee, in 1912. He was district man for the Manitoba Telephone System for many years, until his
retirement, and was Irish. He enlisted in the first World War with the
108th Battalion which had a number of Gimli volunteers, and he served
in England for 21/2 years, retiring in 1919 with the rank of sergeant.
M r. and Mrs. Lee had four children, Goodwin, of Winnipeg,
employed by Perths. who married Stella Spakowski. They have two
daughters, iJonna (Mrs. Jack McLaughlin), with a daughter, Cindy
Lee, and Sharon (Mrs. John McPhee) with a son, Michael.
2. Harvey, married to Maria Loepp, is a bank manager in Edmonton, and they have three children, Debbie, Kenneth, and Mary Ann.
3. Margaret Lee married R. A. Jobson, formerly with the armed
forces, now a civil servant in Ottawa. They have one son, Dennis, and
two children by Mr. Jobson's previous marriage, Lynda and Bruce.
Margaret was a telephone operator in Gimli prior to her marriage.
4. Pearl Lee is married to Major Gerald Langen of the armed
forces, in Winnipeg. Their children are Teresa, in first year of interior
design at the University of Manitoba, David and Geoffrey.
Dennis Lee was a member of the Lisgar Masonic Lodge, Selkirk,
and Gimli branch of the Royal Canadian Legion. Mrs. Lee was a
charter member of the Gimli Women's Institute, and a member of the
Gimli Lutheran Church. Following the death of her husband in 1962,
she spent her winters alternately with her children, but always returned
to her home in Gimli for the summer, in later years accompanied by her
small grandson, Dennis Jobson. She passed away after a brief illness,
Nov. 8, 1973.
Sesselja's sister, Margaret, married Joe Peterson ofGimli May II,
1916, and a few months after their marriage, both were drowned in a
tragic accident on Lake Winnipeg which took the lives of five Gimli
young people. (see Bristow)
The only son, Scheving, married Pearl Thompson in 1918. They
lived in Winnipeg where he worked with the Winnipeg Department of
Public Works. He passed away in 1954. They had two children, Eric,
living in Los Angeles, and ;Eleanor, living in Calgary, and there are four
grandchildren of Scheving and Pearl.

MR. AND MRS. HARRY LENCHUK
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lenchuk came to live in the Gimli area in
1909.
Harry Lenchuk and his wife Elizabeth were both orphaned as
young children in nearby villages of Galicia in Poland, the Rawaruska
district. Mr. Lenchuk lost both father and mother before he was six
years old, and spent his childhood in the care of his grandmother. As
soon as he was able, he was compelled to go out to work, while his
grandfather worked the farm which would rightfully be his when he
reached the age of 24. The farm was eight acres in size, as the country
was so crowded that no one owned more than a few acres.
640

Mrs. Lenchuk's mother died when she was two, but her father
married again, and she was raised by him and a kind stepmother. Her
father died when she was 19, and shortly after she met Harry Lenchuk,
and a year later they were married, and went to live in the tiny Ukrainian village near Mr. Lenchuk's farm. Three weeks later he went to
work in Germany, since the tiny farm would not provide a good living
for a family.
When they had been married six years, and had three children, one
of whom died at ten months, they decided to migrate to Canada, where
some of Mrs. Lenchuk's kin had come some years earlier. Neither knew
a word of English, but could speak German, Polish, and Ukrainian.
After spending 24 hours in Winnipeg, they came out to Gimli, end of
steel at the time, and went to the home of Mrs. Lenchuk's brother-inlaw and sister, Mr. and Mrs. Adam Haas, who had a store at Camp
Morton.
The Lenchuks bought 40 acres of land two miles west of Gimli and
began the work of clearing it for farming, while Mr. Lenchuk worked
the first eight years on the railroad. As he said, "I worked on the
railroad in the day, and on the farm at night." The farm was gradually
extended to 150 acres, and they worked it until they retired around
1950, and moved to a small home in Gimli.
Mr. and Mrs. Lenchuk both learned to speak and read English,
and were proud to be Canadians. Their nearest neighbours were Icelandic, and they needed to speak a common language. In addition, their
children attended Minerva School, and learned Icelandic from their
fellow pupils, so were able to speak English, Icelandic, Polish, German,
and Ukrainian.
They had 13 children, eleven of whom lived to maturity. The oldest
daughter, Mary, Mrs. David Fleurie of Quesnel, B.c. is still living, in
1974, and she and her husband, a taxi driver, have three sons.
The second daughter, Catherine, died at the age of 17.
Anne, the first child born in Canada, married Clyde Miller of
Gimli, and lived in the community until her death on Oct. 31, 1964.
John and his wife Mary, live in Winnipeg, where he is a carpenter.
They have five children, Carl, Elaine, Lome, Joseph, and Glen. They
also have a summer residence at South Beach.
Caroline married Carl Kmiec, and they live in Toronto, and have
three sons.
Peter, who lived in Gimli most of his life, with his wife Bogga, had
four children. He worked on construction and also worked in the north
on various projects, and for awhile was town foreman for Gimli. He
passed away in middle life.
Elizabeth married Jim Strang. They have four children. She lives
in Scarborough, Ont.
Carl was killed in a hunting accident at the age of 19.
Martha married Albert Gottfried of Camp Morton, and they still
live there on their farm. They have four children: a) Harvey, a high
school teacher at Picton, Ont. married to Lynn Hurry, with two
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children; b) Patricia, married to Peter Corry, a member of the air force,
stationed at Jacksonville, Florida, with two sons; c) Frederick, at Slave
Lake, married to Beatrice Favell, with three children; and d) Leonard,
at home.
Harry Lenchuk took over the home farm, and married Gladys
Johnson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gudmundur Johnson of Glenboro,
Man. Their children: a) Linda, married David Purvis, of the armed
forces. They have two sons. b) Kathleen, married to Al Sturgess,
formerly armed forces, now in C.N. Telecommunications at Vermilion,
Alta. They have three children. c) Lorna, married to Larry Welch, a
lumberjack on Vancouver Island, and they have one son. d) Twins
Heather and David, e) Edward, and f) Mark, are all in school at Gimli.
Harry farms 80 acres of land two miles north of Gimli, and works at
contract carpentry. The family has been active in 4-H club work, and
holds membership in the Community Hall Association.
Cecelia married John Glowa of Winnipeg, and they have six
children.
Helen married Harold Schwartz, and they now live at Victoria,
B.C. They have four daughters.
Harry Lenchuk died April 23, 1967, at the age of 88, and Elizabeth
died Sept. 16, 1972, at the age of 89, shortly before her 90th birthday.
When she was interviewed at the age of 70, in retirement, she was
busily working at cross-stich, and crochet, which she had learned after
she left the farm. Her home was filled with her beautiful handiwork, for
she believed that it was never good to be idle. She remembered the busy
life she spent as the mother of a large family, going to town twice a
week for supplies, making all the clothing for the children, hunting the
cows and milking them while her husband worked on the railroad, and
doing all the housework and cooking, and singing as she worked.

WALTER AND ANNE LUPRYPA
Walter Luprypa, who was born at Shorncliffe, Man. purchased
property in Gimli in 1945, and moved here shortly. He married Anne
Andrewshenko in 1946. He bought the well drilling outfit of Tryggvi
Jonasson, and started into that work. His business developed over the
years, and incl uded delivery of wood for heating, excavations, plumbing, and heating. He purchased heavy equipment and his firm contracted for the digging of the second sewer line for the Town of Gimli,
as well as doing many of the excavations into property where sewer and
water was being installed. He established the Interlake Plumbing Company, and in the name of the company donated the Interlake Trophy to
be awarded to a ladies' curling team from the Interlake area in an annual one-day bonspiel. Later he added the sale of propane gas to his
business, and expanded to handle motor cycles and snowmobiles. At
one time he engaged in a lumbering operation north of Riverton. At
present he is owner and operator of the Gimli Sports Centre on First
Avenue, in which his son Barry also works. Another family project was
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the building of an automatic car wash on Sixth Avenue, which he built
in partnership with Jack Bohemier, and which is now owned by his son
Danny.
Walter Luprypa has been very active in the community . . . . a
member of the Kinsmen Club, the Chamber of Commerce, the Royal
Canadian Legion, the volunteer Firemen. He has chaired the rink committee, the carnival, has been in executive positions in many of these
groups, and he and Anne have both been active in the curling club.
Anne was also in Kinettes. Walter served on the town council, in earlier
years, and was elected for a three-year term in October, 1974.
Walter and Anne have three sons: Danny is a guidance teacher at
the Gimli Elementary School, and is married to Brenda Arnason,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Arnason. Danny belongs to the
Kinsmen Club, and coaches a hockey team.
Barry, who works at the store, lives at Arnes, with his wife, the
former Allene Walld. Both Danny and Barry have been hockey players.
Alvin works for the Gooseland Decoy Manufacturing Company at
the industrial park.

THE MAGNUSSON FAMILY OF DAGVERDARNES
Sigurbjorn Hallgrimsson, born at Brekka in Kaupangssveit, in
Eyjafjordur, Iceland, in 1841, son of Hallgrimur Sigurdsson and
Gudrun Thorsteinsdottir, moved to Logmannshlid in
Glaesibaejarhreppur. On Wednesday "the 23rd week of summer",
Sept. 27, 1865, he married Anna Sigfusdottir from Svarfadardalur.
They lived at Hesjuvellir in Kraeklingahlid. In 1874 they migrated to
Canada, living at Kinmount, Ont. a year before coming to Gimli with
the first group of settlers in October, 1875. After living in the north one
year, they moved to Nes, where they homesteaded at Flatatunga: They
had three daughters, Kristin, Gudrun Helga, and Hammgrima
Fridrika.
They celebrated their diamond wedding anniversary on Sept. 27,
1925, spending the rest of their lives at Flatatunga.
Kristin was born in 1866 and died in 1925. In 1885 she married
Johannes Magnusson and lived at Dagverdarnes.

Sigllrhjorll al1d A 1111a Hallgrilllssoll ot
Flalallll1ga. !Yes.
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Gudrun Helga married Andres Anderson, and they lived at Poplar
Park, now Libau. Born Feb. 15, 1876, she was the first girl born in New
Iceland. She died April 17, 1965.
Hallgrima Fridrika was born in 1887 and died in 1962, unmarried.
She lived with her parents and cared for them in their later years.
Sigurbjorn had one sister and two brothers who migrated with him. His
sister Helga married Jonas Jonasson, printer of the first New Iceland
paper, Framfari.
Magnus Hallgrimsson married Sesselja Danielsdottir. They had
two sons, Armann and Ingi Magnusson.
Sigurdur Hallgrimsson had one son, Grimur, who took the name
of Eyford.
Johannes Magnusson, son of Magnus Magnusson and Gudrun
Jonsdottir, was born in 1852 at Arnarbaeli in Fellsstrond, in Dalasysla,
Iceland. He lost both parents at the age of six, and was adopted by
Johannes Baeringsson and his wife Sigridur, at Breidabolstadur in
Fellsstrond. He migrated to Canada in 1874, with his foster mother and
her daughter, and arrived at Gimli with the first settlement Oct. 21,
1875. He homesteaded at Nes, calling his farm Dagverdarnes. In 1883
he married Kristin, daughter of Johannes Baeringsson. They had one
daughter, who married George Zerbe. Kristin died after a year of marrIage.
In 1885 he married Kristin, daughter of Sigurbjorn and Anna
Hallgrimsson of Flatatunga. She was active in community affairs, and
was a school trustee of the Nes School for a number of years. At the age
of 13 she had walked from Nes to Winnipeg to seek work.
They had 16 children: Sigridur, Hallgrimur, Fridrik, Johannes,
Anna, Gudrun, Sigurbjorg, Sigurbjorn, Magnus Sigurbjorn, Haraldur,
Johann Kristjan, Gudlaugur, William Alfred, Helga, Kristin Agusta,
and Gunnsteinn. Sigurbjorn and Magnus died in infancy, 12 hours
apart. William Alfred and Kristin Agusta aged 10 and 7 years, died in
1919, three hours apart.
Johannes Magnusson was one of the five-man town council of
Gimli elected Jan. 4, 1876, only 2lj2 months after the first arrival of the
settlers. It was really a provisional government for the whole of New
Iceland.
He was district reeve of the Arnes district during the last three
years of the New Iceland government.
In 1887, when the Municipality of Gimli was formed, he was
named assessor. The following year he was elected reeve, and held that
office for five years, 1888-1892, then for two, 1895-96, and for one,
1900.
He was secretary-treasurer of the municipality for six years, from
1901-1907.
Th. Thorsteinsson, in SAGA VESTUR-ISLENDINGA says of
him: "Like his brother he was a tall man. imposing, with a long beard."
He was well informed on many matters, entertaining, and witty in conversation.
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Mar;l1ussol1 Jilin ill': rear, L.-R.: Cudrul1, Hallgrill/ur, Cunl1sleil1 (il1.ver), johal1nes,
Al1l1a, Sir;urhjorr;. 211d /'011': Magnus, johannes, Sr., Krislil1, Haraldur, Krisljal1. Fronl:
Cudlaugur, Williall/ Alfi-ed, Helga. IlISel: Augusla, Sigridur, Krislil1.

The Children:
I. Christine, daughter of Johannes Magnusson and his first wife,
was brought up by the Ormson family. She married George
Washington Zerbe, who was born in Joliet, Illinois, U.S.A. They
homesteaded in Ward County, N.D., and moved to Iowa, to farm in
Buena Vista County, around 1910. Christine was a teacher. George
attended college for one year. Their children: Blanche Grace, John
Ralph, Yvonne May, and Wanda Eloise.
Blanche died in infancy, and John at the age of 13.
Yvonne married Grant Thompson of Wyoming, who passed away
in 1961. Yvonne, who has a B.Ed. degree, teaches school in Jackson,
Wyoming.
Wanda married Walter Roy Mark of Storm Lake, Iowa. He is
employed by Condon Motor Co. at Sioux City, Iowa, while Wanda,
who has a bachelor's degree in Social Science and a Master's degree in
Education as Reading Specialist is an elementary school teacher in
Sioux City. They have two children, Patricia Rose, who has a
Bachelor's degree in Home Economics and a Master's degree in
Guidance, has been a guidance counsellor and teacher, married to
Richard Otto Hoffman, who had his Ph.D. in Engineering and is a
professor at the University of Nebraska. They have one son, Keith
Craig.
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Walter Ralph Mark has a Ph.D. in Forestry Pathology, and is a
professor at California Polytechnic State University. He is married to
Jolene Allen, and they have one son, Christopher Joseph.
Children of Johannes Magnusson and his second wife, Kristin
Hallgrimsdottir.
l. Sigridur married William Alfred Pruden. They lived in Poplar
Park, now Libau, and had two sons, Alec and Alfred. Sigridur passed
away while they were small children.
2. Hallgrimur Fredrick (Grimsi), was a self-educated man, a
fisherman and farmer, and an early fish freighter in winter. He was
active in sports. In 1916 he joined Fort Garry Horse, serving overseas in
England, France, and Germany until 1918.
He was very interested in the cooperative movement, served on
the municipal council 12 years, and served on the school board. He was
a carpenter by trade and built many Lake Winnipeg whitefish boats.
He married Sigridur G. Oddson, daughter of Gudni and Gudridur
Oddson, who was born at Gimli. They lived at Nes from 1922 to 1940,
when they moved to Gimli. Their children:
a. Emily Margaret married Franklin Stevens. They had two sons,
Gregory Franklin, now married to Mary Pytel, and Richard Allan,
married to Beverly Anniuk. Emily passed away Oct. 15, 1961.
b. Johannes (Joe) was a commercial fisherman, then worked for
the Department of National Defence for 18 years, now employed at
Cal verts. He married Rose Snifeld of Hnausa. Their children:
Brian, married to Carol Jo Larlham, living in Calgary.
Cheryl, working in Winnipeg; Lesley, working in Winnipeg.
I ngrid, in school.
c. Robert married Barbara Eyjolfson of Riverton. Robert, who
learned boat building from his father, was a co-founder of Lake
Winnipeg Boat Works. He was employed for 18 years as heavy
equipment operator at C.F.B. Gimli. He is now a commercial
fisherman. The Children: Roberta, Glenn, Gary, Grant, Dale, and
Randy.
d. Gudni went to New Westminster, B.C. for two years, then
returned to Gimli. Married to Esther Stevens of Gimli. He was
employed at C.F.B. Gimli, and now at Calverts. They have two
children, Warren, now in third year Commerce at the University of
Manitoba, an active hockey player who has played in junior hockey and
now plays with the university team; and Jamie Lynn, a student in Gimli
High School, very talented musically. She received the Johannes
Palsson Memorial Scholarship in 1974 for the best mark in senior
grades in the Evergreen Division, in piano, and she plays guitar. She is
active in sports.
e. Christine Yvonne graduated from grade 12 in Gimli, served as
clerk in administration for the R.C.A.F. for three years, employed with
federal and provincial governments as stenographer for eight years, at
Winnipeg, Calgary, and Whitehorse, Yukon. Married to Norman
Pierre Bibeau, oil refinery operator in St. Boniface.
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f. Wanda was employed as secretary at Kingston, Ont., married
Ronald James Fulton of Kingston, in the armed services. Presently
stationed at Trenton. Ont. They have three children, Brad, Curt, and
Jody.
3. Johannes Magnusson Jr. born as Nes in 1890, died in 1944. He
married Kristin Oddbjorg Oddson, sister of Sigridur, who married
Grimsi. Johannes was a carpenter and fisherman in Riverton. Their
children:
a. Johannes married Frieda Viola Winkworth of Springfield, Ont.
Their children are Karen Lorraine, married to George Michael Boyach,
in San Luis Obispo, California; and Karl Lori, who has one child,
Dustin Michael.
Johannes and his family migrated to California in 1961, where Joe
is a supervisor machinist.
b. William Alfred married Inez Blanche Price of Invergordon,
Sask. They reside in Whitehorse, Yukon, where he is administrative
officer in the Department of Game for the territorial government.
Their children: Lynda Kristin, graduated in nursing in New
Westminster, B.C. married to Brian Ronald Beecham from England, a
chartered accountant. They live in Whitehorse and have two children,
David Brian and Kristin Helen.
Margo Elaine married to Allan Charles Bruce of Vancouver,
employed by Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce.
Inez Leslie employed as secretary.
c. Alma Doris married Charles Francis Woodward of Winnipeg.
They had one daughter, Charlin Doree, who is married to Robert
Samuel McFee, and they have one child, Erin Lynn. Alma Doris remarried, to George Lavery Thomson, Major Projects Supervisor, Telecommunication and Electronics, Ministry of Transport. They have
three children, Patricia Mary, Elizabeth Anne, and Jody Laura.
Patricia Anne is a dietary clerk, preparing to enter nursing.
d. Gladys Yvonne married Henry Slobodian of Neepawa. He died
in 1959. Their two sons John and William live in Toronto.
4. Anna was born in 1891 and died in 1966. She married Palmi
Johannson, son of Johann and Sigridur Jonsson. Palmi and Anna
farmed at Breidabolstadur near Gimli. He also fished and built boats.
Palmi died in 1957. They had three daughters:
a. Sigridur married Albert Holm of Gimli, a commercial
fisherman. They have one son, Palmi, also a commercial fisherman,
with one daughter, Sigga Florence.
b. Bergthora Kristin (Stina) married Gisli Einar Anderson son of
Oddur and Bjorg Amason (Anderson). He was a fur farmer at South
Beach until his death in 1964. They have four children, Bjorg Shirley
Ann, married to William Disney, a rancher at Kildair, Sask., with three
children, Shirley Kristine Theresa, Mitchell William, and Mark
Douglas.
Gisli Roy married to Ruth Eyolfson of Gimli. He is employed at
Cal verts, and they have two children, Kerry Lorraine and Christine
Joan.
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Kristine Louise is married to Douglas Hill, employed with General
Motors. They live in South Beach and have two children, Douglas
Warren, and Vernon Allen.
Leonard Allan married Carol Luschinski of Gimli. He is employed
at Cal verts.
C. Alma Maria Augusta married Sigtryggur Helgi Benediktson,
who farmed in the Minerva district until they retired to live in Gimli,
where he was for a time employed at B.C. Packers.
They have three children: Myrna Valerie, married to Edwin
Petrowski, a building contractor at Gimli, and they have four children,
Myrna Elaine Valerie, Joseph Edwin, Daniel Richard, and Richard
Marc.
Robert Helgi, a barber at Selkirk, married to Louise Demchuk.
Dennis Cameron, bookkeeper for Goodman Brothers, at Gimli,
married to Lynda Josephson, two children, Kristjon Arthur and
Sigmundur Helgi Valtyr.
5. Gudrun was born in 1893. She married Asgrimur Goodmanson
of Poplar Park. They later moved to Selkirk and had ten children:
a. Kristin, married Gudjon Gudmundsson of Riverton, had six
children.
b. Asgrimur Jr. passed away aged 16.
c. Eleanor, married Kjartan Goodman of Selkirk, a psychiatric
nurse. They had four children.
d. Johannes, killed in action a few months prior to the end of
World War Two, in which he served from 1939-1944.
e. Olof passed away in 1966.
f. Thorsteinn, married lives in B.C.
g. Jona married to Robert Day, had one son, now widowed and
living in Kelowna, B.c.
h. Gudrun Sissons, one daughter, live in Vancouver.
i. Haraldur, married, with three children, living in Selkirk.
j. Emily, married Gus Morrison, they have three children, and live
in Thunder Bay, Ont.
6. Sigurbiorg Beatrice born 1894, died 1971. Married Albert Berry
Robinson of Darlingford, Man. She belonged to Pine Falls Rebekah
Lodge, also El Hagar branch in Winnipeg, was made an honorary life
member of Pine Falls Legion. Mr. Robinson served in the first World
War, 1914-1918. He was a machinist with Abitibi Paper Company at
Pine Falls until his death. He belonged to the LO.O.F. Lodge.
Their children: Albert Johannes, Fredrika Olof Pearl, Thomas
Gudlaugur, Heraldur Roy, and Barbara Marie.
a. Albert Johannes married Dorothy Fahlen of Tyndall, Man. He
spent five years in the services in World War II, three of them in the
war zone in Europe. After a few years in Pine Falls they moved to
Maryville, Washington. Their children: Elaine, married to Lee Arey of
Port Townsend, Washington, with two children, Kimberly Ann and
Michelle Patrice. Mr. Arey taught school in the armed forces in
Germany for two years. Sandra married Leighton Riber of Everett,
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Washington, who operates a meat shop. They have two children,
Leighton Bruce and Annette Marie.
b. Fredrika Olof, married Nils Carlson, a trapper and farmer at
Broadlands. Their two children: Heather June, married to James Alfred
Woods, with one child, Sheila Ann; Barry Miles.
c. Thomas Gudlaugur served as a Flight Officer in World War II
from 1939 to 1944, when he was killed in combat over England. He was
also a member of the Medical Corps.
d. Haraldur Roy married Anne Salvador, who died in 1950; they
had one son, Thomas. He married Laura McShane of Winnipeg, a
teacher, in 1956. Haraldur served in World War II from 1939 to his
honourable discharge in 1941. He is a papermaker at Pine Falls, is a
member of the Masonic Lodge, Valley of Winnipeg Scottish Rite, Pine
Falls Legion, President of Pine Falls Labor Council.
e. Barbara Marie married Wilbert Laird of Winnipeg, a minister
of the Baptist Church. Their five children:
Judith, married to Daniel Hayes, who operates a furniture store in
Saskatchewan.
Lois married to Winston Churchill, a geologist. They have two
children, Beverley and Wesley, and they live in the Philippines.
Joanna, a school teacher at Claybank, Sask.
Timothy is a Bible student in Winnipeg, and Naomi is at school.
7. Magnus, born 1901, died 1974. Married Valla, daughter of
Eirikur and Margret Baldwinson. They lived in Gimli. He was a
commercial fisherman on Lake Winnipeg, and moved to Parson, B.c.
in 1947 and then to Golden, B.C., where he worked for Columbia
Forest Products as a millyard foreman. Their children:
a. Magnus, stationary engineer at Golden, B.c. married to Anne
Dickens, with one child, Robert.
b. Ingrid Kristin married Calvin Pedley, a logging contractor.
They have three children, Reeves, Georgina, and Nadine.
c. Clayton Barry, married Wendy Williams. Two children, Chelsea
and Jodi. He is a logger and bricklayer.
8. Haraldur born, 1903, married Ingibjorg Maria Oddson, sister of
Sigridur and Kristin. Their children:
a. Grace Irene married Arthur Pearson Kilgour. No family.
b. Marjorie, married Hutton Adam Alexander, one son, Campbell
Hutton, and twin daughters, Deborah and Diane.
c. Haraldur Ralph, married Constance Carol Benediktson of
Gimli, four daughters, Valerie Ingibjorg, Jo-Ann Sigrid, Marilyn
Kathleen, and Laurel Aven. Ralph ("Red") Magnusson has lived all his
life in Gimli, starting as a fisherman, then worked for the town for
eleven years, being assistant town foreman when he resigned in 1974 to
become maintenance supervisor for Johnson Memorial Hospital.
"Red" is well known in the Interlake for his ability as a hockey player
- he played with the Gimli Wolves for many years, and was playing
coach as well as coach. In 1973-74 he coached the Gimli Bantam team
to an M.A.H.A. provincial championship, and in 1974-75 is coach of
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Sigga and GrimcIi Magnusson.

the Midget All-Stars. He was elected for a three-year term as town
councillor of Gimli in October, 1974.
Ralph's wife Connie is a postal clerk at the Gimli post office, and a
member of the Minerva ladies' Aid. Their daughters are active in
figure skating and other sports.
d. Vivienne married Brian larus Jakobson, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Steindor Jakobson of Winnipeg. They have two daughters, Tara and
Tami. Brian is a past president of the Icelandic Festival of Manitoba.
Grace, Marjorie and Vivienne and their families all live in
Winnipeg, bu{ have kept their ties with Gimli by maintaining summer
homes here.
Following the death of their parents while they were in their youth,
Grace, Marjorie, Ralph, and Vivienne were cared for by their uncle and
aunt, Grimsi and Sigga Magnusson.
The Magnusson family have donated a curling trophy to the Gimli
ladies' Curling Club in memory of Ingibjorg Magnusson, who was an
active member of the club.
9. Johann Kristjan Magnusson was born in 1904. He is a bachelor,
at libau, a retired fisherman and carpenter.
10. Gudlaugur Magnusson was born in 1905. He married Clara
Beatrice O'Hare. He was a fisherman, and for a time a fish inspector,
before he moved to Pine Falls in 1937 to become a millwright with
Abitibi Paper Co. He was Vice Grand of the LO.O.F. lodge when he
passed away. His wife Beatrice was assistant postmaster, Pine Falls,
1956-1972; president of the Royal Canadian Auxiliary, president of the
Professional and Business women's Club, a member of Rebekah lodge.
They had two daughters, Sigridur Wilma and Edna Christine.
a. Sigridur Wilma married James Alexander Deluca, a
papermaker at Pine Falls. Their children are Alexis Marlene, now
employed by Great-West Life Assurance; Anthony Patrick, a member
of the Sterling Pipe Band and the Winnipeg Massed Pipe Band, as side
drummer. With the City of Winnipeg Massed Pipe Band he has
participated in the Rose Bowl parade at Pasadena, California, the
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World's Fair, Spokane, Washington. With the Sterling Pipe Band he
competes in Highland Games in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and
Ontario, and he has won several individual medals.
Gary James is a student.
b. Edna Christine married Lorne Edward Gretsinger. They resided
briefly in Hinton and Edmonton, Alta. and Winnipeg, before moving to
San Jose, California, where they completed their education, both
obtaining their B.A. and Lorne going on to his M.A.
In 1971 they left for Bangkok, Thailand, where M r. Gretsinger
held a position with C.I.D.A. as Advisor to Industrial Education. They
were there two years, and now reside in Vancouver, B.C.
II. Helga was born in 1907, and she married Frederick George
Bristow, son of Gudrun Fridrikka Sigfusson and William Herbert
Bristow of Gimli. George was a commercial fisherman from the age of
ten until he retired in 1973. Helga (Dolly) was a member of the Good
Neighbours, and worked many years at the Betel Home. They have
four children, Wilfred George, Rudolph Arthur, Jeannette Muriel, and
Alexander Clarke.
a. Wilfred George joined the R.C.M.P. in 1950, trained in Regina
and for the Musical Ride in Rockcliffe, Ont. touring with that show,
including to Hollywood and San Francisco. He left the R.C.M.P. in
1953. He married Iris Marianne Cathcart, a comptometer operator
from Toronto. He joined the Beneficial Corporation and was stationed
at Anchorage, Alaska from 1957 to 1964, where they experienced the
earthquake. Wilfred has been manager, auditor, field supervisor, in
various U.S. cities, and is now supervisor at Edmonton. He has won
many awards for outstanding work, including being named "Man of the
Year" in his territory.
They have three children, Leif Calvin, Cheryl Dawn, and Diana
Gail. Leif Calvin is presently soloist with the "Up With People"
European group. The girls are in school.
b. Rudolph Arthur, second son of George and Helga Bristow, was
class- valedictorian on graduation at Gimli; received his Chartered
Accountant degree in 1966. Has held various positions, starting as
commercial fisherman, filleter, and scaler. His later positions: chief
clerk at Churchill, Man., Camp manager at Rankin Inlet, N.W.T.,
bookkeeper at B.C. Packers, Gimli; audit clerk for Air Canada, audit
accountant for Manitoba Hospital Commission; Royal Jubilee
Hospital, Victoria, B.C., Manitoba Hydro Economics Research
Officer; Manitoba Securities Commission Assistant Auditor; from
1971 on, Manitoba Health Services Commission Manager of Hospital
Budgets; Director of Finance, now Director of Administration.
Married to Sigrun Bjornson, bookkeeper. They have two children,
Clayton Rudolph, and Dorianne Lynnette. Clayton Rudolph has
attended university and worked at various positions. Dorianne is a
student, received honorable mention for her poem in the 1974 Icelandic
Festival. Rudy is a member of the executive of the Icelandic Festival,
for which he and his wife work hard.
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c. Jeannette Muriel was a telephone operator, married George
Hamilton Stacey, in telecommunications in R.C.A.F., now in business
in Brampton, Ont. They have three sons, Kevin George, Martin Dale,
and Darin Hamilton, all in school.
d. Alexander Clarke (Sandy) received the Kristjanson Scholarship
on graduation from Gimli High School, attended U. of Manitoba for
one year. Si'nce then worked at surveying in N.W.T. in summer,
travelled extensively in Europe, Israel, and Africa, during winters.
12. Gunnsteinn Magnusson, youngest child of Johannes and Kristin
Magnusson of Dagverdanes, lost his father when he was seven years
old, and his mother when he was 15. He then lived with his
grandparents Sigurbjorn and Anna Hallgrimsson and Aunt Fridrika at
Flatatunga. He married Johanna Minnie O'Hare, and they lived at
Flatatunga until 1957, when they moved to Gimli. He was a
commercial fisherman for a number of years, and then became a
carpenter. He was a construction foreman for many years, building
schools and teacher accommodations in northern Manitoba, and
Ontario for the Manitoba and federal governments. He recently has
been construction foreman for the Gimli Development Corporation.
They have four daughters:
a. Darlene Jacklyn Gladys worked as comptometer operator, for
C.N.R., married David MacDonald Graham of Great Village, N.S., a
member of the R.C.A.F. They now live in Winnipeg. Their children are
Trent David Gunnsteinn, Renita Jackly Hayley, and Leilani Sigrid
Ethel.
b. Dolores Carole, graduated from Normal School before her 17th
birthday, received Viking Scholarship at Normal. Taught in St. James,
and at Soest, Germany, and has taught, since her marriage, at
Orangeville, Ont. Married F. O. Sterling Franklin Little of Nipawin,
Sask. He is now First Officer with Air Canada at Toronto. They live at
Orangeville and have two sons, Shaun Patrick and Darren James.
c. Diane Judith worked for Great-West Life Assurance, and was
purchasing agent for Robin Hood Flour. She spent a year working in
England and touring Europe. Married F. O. Allen Gordon Thompson
of Lacombe, Alta. who is now a first Officer with Canadian Pacific
Airlines in Vancouver. They have three children, Krista Alana, Shell
Tyler, and Ryan Mitchell. They live in Delta, B.C.
d. Muriel Christine became an airline stewardess with United
Airlines, based in New York. Married F. O. Donald Allen Hanberg, of
Melfort, Sask. now a First Officer with Canadian Pacific Airlines in
Vancouver. They live at Delta, B.C. and have one daughter, Susan
Joanne.

*

*

*

GUDLAUGUR MAGNUSSON was born in 1848 and died in
1917. Son of Magnus Magnusson and Gudrun Jonsdottir of
Arnarbaeli. His parents died when he was ten years old and he was
brought up by his mother's sister Kristin Jonsdottir and her husband
Eirikur Jonsson, at Hafurstadir, in Fellstrond. He migrated to Canada
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in 1874 with his brother Johannes. He homesteaded alongside Johannes
and gave his farm the same name, Dagverdarnes. He married Henrietta
Vilhelmina Clausen, daughter of Marteinn Clausen and Thorgerdur
Gunnlaugsdottir of Keflavik, Gullbringusysla. She was a widow with
two sons: Martin Fridrik, an insurance agent in Elfros, Sask. and Karl
Victor, who drowned in Lake Winnipegosis.
Gudlaugur was a councillor for some years, in the R.M. of Gimli,
and established the fi rst post office at Nes, being postmaster for 13
years. He was the first to suggest that a record should be written about
every man of Icelandic origin in North America. He was mentioned in
Landnam Islendinga i Nyja Islandi, Olafur S. Thorgeirsson's Almanak,
1899, and Th. Th. Thorsteinsson's Saga Vestur Islendinga. He was
noted for his writing hand-written copies of old stories. Gudlaugur and
his brother Gudmundur wrote two volumes while Gudlaugur was still in
Iceland, the first being 762 pages mainly written and illustrated by
Gudlaugur. The second book, mainly written by Gudmundur, had 638
pages. These books were handed down by Gudmundur to Bjorn
Jonsson, who turned them over to Landsbokasafnid in 1965. Another
book of 1000 pages is now kept by his nephew, Gunnsteinn Magnusson,
Johannes Magnusson also wrote several of these illuminated books
after he came to Canada, some of them records of the progress of New
Iceland.
Unfortunately, his descendants are now unable to locate any of
them. They recall one being kept on a table in his living room for many
years, beautifully written and illustrated, and hand bound in leather. It
was given to his daughter Gudrun Goodmanson and is now in the
possession of one of her children. Another book was given to his son
Hallgrimur, but was lost in the move from Dagverdarnes to Gimli. One
was given to his daughter Sigurbjorg Robinson and another to his
daughter Anna Johannson.
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GUDMUNDUR MAGNUSSON
Gudmundur (Mundi) Bjorgvin Magnusson was born in 1887 at
Arnorsstodum in Jokuldal, Iceland, the son of Magnus Johannesson
and Ragnhildur Gudmundsdottir. His mother passed away when he was
ten years of age, and he and his sister Ella (see Hannes Kristjanson
story) were cared for by an uncle, Johannes Frimann and his wife.
Mundi, with his sister and their father came to Canada in 1903, settling
soon thereafter at Gimli, where Mundi lived almost continuously until
his death. His father died at Selkirk in 1932.
Mundi was a carpenter and fisherman by trade, and he served with
the Canadian army during the First World War.
Mundi was very active in all community affairs, being chairman of
the Unitarian Church board and the Gimli Cemetery Association.
There were many other organizations of which he was a member,
namely the Gimli Parks Board, the Canadian Legion, the Icelandic
Celebration committee, the Icelandic National League, the Icelandic
Library, and the Old Timers' Association.
The following quotations are taken from a letter written by Pastor
Harald S. Sigmar, of Yakima, Washington, who was a great friend of
Mundi during the time he served here:
"As I look back on my years in Gimli one personality who stands
out as an unforgettable character is Mundi. His was a paradoxical personality - very earthy and yet deeply spiritual. A man of strong convictions, love of people was his primary principle in life. A man of
strong character, he was never rigid in his relationship to people. He
had his own very definite point of view whether it be on religion, politics, or any other matter, but he never allowed his ideas to stand in the
way of what he considered to be of the utmost importance, namely being human, humane, and humanitarian. He lived what he believed and
loved to live and to help others enjoy life with him. A very intelligent
person, he was handicapped by lack of formal schooling and language

Gudlll1llldul' Magllussoll.
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difficulties. But in a deeper sense he communicated what was in his
heart more profoundly than most masters of the podium or pulpit. He
demonstrated in many ways that while he had his own strong opinion as
well as his deep convictions, his concerns were for men in the comm unity in which he lived."
Mundi passed away in 1960. In his memory members of the
Kristjanson family had a watering system installed in the cemetery and
a plaque placed on the gate post which reads:
In Honor of
Gudmundur B. "Mundi" Magnusson
whose inspi ration and efforts made possible the beauty
of this cemetery
The waterworks system in Gimli cemetery
was installed in memory of "Mundi" Magnusson
1961 A.D.

THE FAMILY OF PJETUR AND PALINA MAGNUSSON
Palina, daughter of Gottskalk Sigfusson and his wife Holmfridur
Jonatansdottir, was born in Keflavik, Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland. She
came to Gimli with her parents at the age of five with the second and
largest group of New Iceland settlers in 1876.
She married Pjetur Magnusson, who was born May 10, 1870 at
Uppsalir in Bardastrandarsysla, Iceland, and had emigrated to Canada
in 1889. They resided in Gimli at 46 First Ave. until the time of their
passing. Pjetur died in 1943 and Palina two years later.
Palina had an exceptional interest in growing flowers; many a
passerby noted with pleasure the display of them in her yard and that of
her sister Fridrika Bristow next door.
Pjetur specialized in heavy construction work, mainly of concrete:
chimneys, cement blocks, basements and foundation of houses. He was
widely known for repair and construction of piers and docks on Lake
Winnipeg. For thirty years or more he was in charge of a number of
such projects, being foreman or superintendent of them on behalf of the
Federal Dept. of Public Works, the second in charge being generally
Einar E. Einarson. Older docks were mostly privately constructed by
fish or steamship companies, often of logs. Pjetur Magnusson had them
reconstructed of timber and concrete. Among those remembered are
two on Hecla [sland, at Hecla and Gull Harbor, those at Hnausa,
Matlock and Winnipeg Beach, as well as in Gimli harbor. [n 1928 he
constructed the breakwater south of the Betel home at Gimli. It was
made of a double row of timber piles, with the space between filled with
willow bundles fastened with wire. [t served for many years.
[n this way Pjetur Magnusson and his assistant Einar E. Einarson,
who later took over, did much to facilitate navigation on Lake Winnipeg.
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Pele Magnusson lI'ilh l11en working and concrele mixer June 1941.

Pjetur and Palina had three daughters, of whom two died in infancy, and one son. Their surviving daughter, Lara Magdalena, went to
Minneapolis, Minn., where she married Peter Frangos, who was maitre
d'hotel of a large hotel there. Both are now deceased. Their children,
Katherine (Mrs. Nimetz) and Manvil, reside in California.
Their only son, Franklin Bergthor, after service in the Canadian
Navy in World War II became a railroader. He was a conductor with
the Canadian Pacific Railway at the time of his death in 1950. In 1940
he married Ellen Gudrun, daughter of Pall and Eliza Frederickson of
Baldur, Man. She grew up there and received teacher training at
Manitou, Man. Prior to marriage she taught five years in Arnes South
S.D., one year in Huff, S.D. near Baldur and one at Norris Lake near
Teulon. In 1936 she was offered a position in the primary section of
Gimli Public School No. I, where she taught till 1940.

E/1en Magnussol/ as Fiattkona. daughler
.101". al/d Joanna SI(,I·eIIS.
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After living six years in Winnipeg, Frank and Ellen moved to
Gimli to reside on the property inherited from his parents.
After Frank's death Ellen resumed teaching in 1951 in Gimli in
what is now the Evergreen School Division. She was assistant principal
in the Gimli elementary school 1963-67, was active in organizing
teachers' conventions and frequently a speaker at them or chaired the
primary section. In 1964-5 she was a member of the Language
Curriculum Revision Committee of the Manitoba Dept. of Education.
In 1961 she was chosen Fjallkona for that year's Icelandic Celebration.
Frank and Ellen had three daughters and twin sons. They are:
I. Marilyn Frances. She taught school in Winnipeg prior to
marrying Flying Officer Allan R. Hauff of Edmonton, who is now a
pilot with Air Canada. They reside in Orangeville, ant. and have two
daughters, Paula Ellen and Lauren Alaine.
2. Joy-Ellen completed the commercial course in Gimli, became a
passenger agent for Air Canada, travelled in Europe, and was employed
with the Canadian Armed Forces Claims Dept. in Sollingen, Germany.
There she met her husband, Master Corporal Gerald Leslie Sanderson,
born in Melville, Sask., son of the late Sgt. Garth Sanderson and his
widow Jaye. After their marriage in Gimli they were posted to Camp
Borden where Joy became a travel consultant in charge of the International Travel Agencies Division, ant. Motor League in Barrie, ant.
They reside in Portage la Prairie and have two sons, Garth Franklin
and Gerald Leslie.
3. Constance Ann married John Anthony Schimnowski, son of
John and Mary Schimnowski of St. Boniface. He is Sec.-Treas. of his
father's firm, the Western Paint Co. of Winnipeg. They reside in St.
Boniface and have four children: John Paul, Jacqueline Ann-Marie and
twins Stefan Ernest and Stefanie Joy.
4. Pjetur Franklin joined the Canadian Armed forces, was stationed three years in North Germany and visited several European
countries. On his release he became employed with the Beaver Lumber
Co. and is now with the Revelstoke Lumber Co. at Gravelbourg, Sask.
He married Joan, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Paterson, formerly of
Gimli, now of Arborg, Man. They have two children, Peter David and
Lisa Joan.
5. Pall Tryggvi spent five years in the Canadian Navy, being in
Nato service in the Caribbean on the H.M.S. Assiniboine. He is now
employed with Totem Lumber in Calgary. He married Paulette,
daughter of Paul and Joyce Gislason of Arborg, Man.

THE MARKUSSON FAMILY
Gudmundur Markusson Jonsson was born in 1860 at Fagradal, in
Vopnafjordur, Iceland. He came to Canada in 1888, settling in the
Arnes district. His mother, Asa Einarsdottir from Gunnolfsvik, also
emigrated to Canada and spent most of her last years with her
daughter, Bjorg Snifeld of Hnausa, Manitoba. Gudmundur's wife,
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Ingibjorg Sigridur Finnsdottir Thorkelson, was born in 1862, in
Kaldarbakka, Kolbeinstadarhrepp, Iceland. She emigrated to Canada
in 1891.
Gudmundur and Ingibjorg were married in Winnipeg, but moved
shortly afterwards to a homestead they named Fagurhol, at Ames.
When their son, Einar Olafur (Oli) Markusson born in 1895, was not
quite fifteen years old, Gudmundur met with an accidental death, in
1910. From that time Olafur, with his mother, headed the family of his
three younger brothers and a sister, until he established a home of his
own. Ingibjorg passed away at Fort Garry in 1951.
Olafur married Thordis Kristin Johannesdottir, who was born in
Vestmannaeyjar, Iceland and came to Canada in 1905, when she was
five years old. She lived with the family at Ames until she and Olafur
were married in 1918. She passed away in 1958. Olafur and Thordis had
two children, Johanna Gudrun and Gudmundur Lome. Johanna married Olafur Olson. There were three children, Lilja Lynn, a nurse, now
married to Alan Douglas Ho1l, with three sons; Eric William, a lawyer,
married to Leslie Mary Watt, with one son Jon Olafur; and Olafur
Markus (Mark) Olson, a radio and television announcer.
Gudmundur Lome is married to Annalie Piper and has two
children, Alan Lome and Susan Kristine. Both Johanna and
Gudmundur live in Winnipeg.
Olafur Markusson served in the Canadian Army for a period
before the Armistice in 1918. He was a commercial fisherman for a
number of years but has worked as a garage mechanic in Gimli for the
past twenty-five years. He has lived in Gimli for forty-nine years. Both
he and his wife have been active members of Gimli Lutheran church and
Oli served on the church council. His brothers, Finnur and Sveinbjorn
operate the home farm Fagurhol; Finnur is married, with three
daughters; Svein bjorn is a bachelor.
Johannes Olafur Markusson and his wife Emilia Ingibjorg, of
Arnes, had three children, Gudmundur Ingiberg; Albert and Sigurros,
a1l of whom have resided in Gimli for many years. Johannes was a son
of Gudmundur Markusson Jonsson and his wife, Ingibjorg Sigridur
Finnsdottir Thorkelson of Fagurhol at Arnes. Emilia Ingibjorg, born in
Geysir, was the daughter of Albert Sigursteinsson, who was born at
Byrgi, in Kelduhverfi, Iceland and his wife, Sigurros Gudrun
Jonsdottir, born at Fossi in Hrutafjordur, Hunavatnssysla, Iceland.
Albert came to Canada in 1876 and Sigurros in 1886. They
homesteaded at Selstodum, in the Geysir district. Johannes and Emilia
farmed at Ames, at first on the home farm and around 1940 they
bought the farm homesteaded by Frank Urbanski.
Gudmundur Ingiberg (Mundi) Markusson and his wife, Ethel
Rose Ha1ldorsdottir Einarson have resided in Gimli since they were
married in 1950. Mundi worked at a garage for some years and they
now operate a general store at Centre Street and Fifth Ave. They have
three children, Shauna-Lee Claire; Lome Ingiberg and Jo Ann Emily,
all at home.
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Ethel's father was HaHdor Gudmann Jonasson Einarson, born at
Edinboro, North Dakota, in 1893. He came to Canada at an early age
and lived most of his life at Vatnsnes in Ames, dying in 1970. His
parents, Jonas Einarson and Gudrun Stefansdottir, migrated to North
Dakota in 1892, and to Ames in 1910. Her mother was Clara Freda,
daughter of Herman and Augusta Goldhardt, who came to Ames from
Germany. Herman migrated in 1904 and returned to Germany in 1905
to fetch his family. Clara Freda, Ethel's mother, was born in Taucha,
Germany in 1902, married in 1924 and died in 1945. She and HaHdor
spent their married life at Vatnsnes, Ames, where they raised nine
children.
Albert, second son of Johannes and Emilia, and his wife Margaret
Adalbjorg Amason, have lived in Gimli since 1952. Albert was assistant
foreman of the Town of Gimli and since 1966 has been foreman, of all
public works and water and sewer, for the Town. Margaret is the
daughter of Gudjon Valdimar Johannson Amason and his wife Petrina
Thorunn Sofia Baldvinsdottir Anderson (see Amason history). Albert
and Margaret have six children; twin daughters, Daphne Lynn and
Diane Lou; Larry Glen, Cynthia Susan, Janet Elaine and Sandra Ellen.
Daphne, who graduated from Gimli High School in 1973, is working at
Saunders while waiting to further her education in speech therapy.
Larry, a 1974 high school graduate, is in first year Arts at the
University of Winnipeg. The children are talented in music, drama and
sports, as well as academic work. Albert and Margaret are active
members of the Gimli Branch of the Canadian Association for the
Mentally Retarded, of which Albert has been president for several
years. The children have attended the Lutheran Church and several
have taught Sunday School there. Albert is a hard working and
dedicated town foreman, gifted in repairing and operating machinery
and has completed courses in sewer and water management. Their
home is a gathering place for their children and their friends, who are
always given a warm welcome.
The only daughter of Gudmundur and Ingibjorg Markusson
Jonsson, Gudny Kristin, married Bjorn Peturson. (see Peturson).

THE MARTIN FAMILY
Two of the sons of pioneers Gunnlaugur Martin and his wife
Sigridur Finnson have lived for quite a long time in Gimli.
Gunnlaugur came to Icelandic River (Riverton), in 1878, with his
parents Gudmundur and Kristin Marteinsson, when he was only three
years of age. He and Sigridur were married in 1899. She was the
daughter of Kristjon Finnsson and his wife Sigridur, who had migrated
from North Dakota to Big Island (Hecla), where Sigridur was born in
1878.
Gunnlaugur and Sigridur settled at Laugalandi in the Hnausa
area, in 1903, where they farmed as well as operating a sawmill. Ten
children were born to them, twins dying in infancy and their daughter
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Emily at 13. Living are Herbert of Gimli, Alfred of Vidir, Gunnlaugur
of Gimli, Halldor of Brandon, and a foster brother, Einar Johnson of
Campbell River, B.C., and sisters Frances (Mrs. Fred Bergman),
formerly of Gimli and now retired at White Rock, B.c., Fridrikka
Bergman of Arnes, and Kristin Harkess of Charleswood.
Gunnlaugur Martin passed away in 1951, and his wife Sigridur
predeceased him in 1949.
Herbert Arnold Martin married Ragnheidur Vidalin of Riverton,
daughter of Pall and Fridrikka Vidalin. Pall was born in Iceland in
1880, and came to Canada as a child, with his parents, Fridrik and
Sigurlaug. Fridrikka was the daughter of Pjetur and Fridrikka
Anderson, also early pioneers. She was born in 1884 at their homestead,
Arskogi. Pall passed away in 1958, and Fridrikka passed away at the
Betel Home in Selkirk in 1973.
Pall and Fridrikka had nine children, two of their sons, Fridrik,
and Larus passed away, in 1966 and 1972 respectively. Surviving are
Ragnheidur (Rae), David of Calgary, Pall of Riverton, Sigurlaug
Sveinsson and Petrina Vidalin of Winnipeg, and Johanna Rousseau of
Gimli.
Herbert fished on Lake Winnipeg commercially for 20 years
during the winter and summer. Between fishing periods he worked in
the bush and at his father's sawmill. In 1948 he took employment with
·the Nelson River Construction Company as a stationary steam
engineer, continuing until 1951, when he became employed with the
Department of National Defence at Gimli in the same capacity. In 1951
he moved his home from Hnausa to Gimli, where they now live. He
retired from the Department of National Defence in 1969, and was then
employed as icemaker for the Winnipeg Winter Club, until that fall,
when he became icemaker and caretaker for the Gimli Curling Club
until his retirement in 1973.
Their children: Richard Herbert, bank manager at the Royal Bank
in Vancouver, B.C. married to Helen Smyth from Denmark, one child,
Carmel Paige; Carolynn Rae, a school teacher, who taught at Goulding
School and Wyota School, Transcona, married to Gordon Mushey of
Winnipeg, one child, Timothy Gordon. Carolynn was organist at the
Gimli Lutheran Church while living in Gimli.
Theodore Frederick Paul (Ted) graduated from the University of
Manitoba with his Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering, is
employed with the Computing Devices Company in Ottawa, Ont. Ted
was on the Lutheran Church Council while attending high school. Rae
has been an active'worker for the Lutheran Church since she has lived
in Gimli.
For the story of Gunnlaugur S. Martin, see the Sigmundson
Family.
Johanna Rousseau moved into Gimli after the death of her
husband, Duncan Rousseau, and she is employed at the Betel Home.
Her daughter Ladine taught at Gimli School prior to her marriage to
Fred Lupyrypa. They have one son, Michael Todd. The other daughter,
Louise, works at Ontario-Central Airways, Gimli.
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ELIN MAGNUSDOTIIR JONASSON MELSTED Melsted

by Leo

Elin Magnusdottir Jonasson Melsted was born in Iceland in 1833.
In 1857 she married' Magnus Grimsson. To them were born five sons
and one daughter, namely: Magnus, Johannes, Benedikt, Einar, Sigurdur and Hallfridur.
Elin lost her husband in 1872. She was married again to Olafur
Jonasson. They had one daughter, Asta.
In 1876 the family emigrated to New Iceland, Gimli-area. Canada.
There their new house was called Melstadur. Later all the brothers, except Magnus who kept the Magnusson surname, adopted "Melsted" as
their surname.
For five years the family struggled on in spite of many setbacks,
poverty and illness. During their stay here a smallpox epidemic left its
mark on many. However, Elin's indomitable will and courage stood her
in good stead during these difficult years. Like many of the pioneer
mothers she was blessed with many talents. She knew how to make a
house a home, how to bring up her children as God-fearing, industrious, progressive, and law-abiding citizens.
In 1881, due to adverse circumstances, the family left Canada and
moved to Gardar township, Pembina County, North Dakota. The two
oldest boys walked to the new home driving their cattle while the rest of
the family went by oxcart. Again the hardships of new settlers in a
strange land was their lot. Th~ land had to be cleared and a sod shelter
had to be built also. Although life was filled with hard work and many
difficulties Elin always had time, to be a good neighbor, kind and
hospitable. Her help was often sought as a midwife, for she was an excellent one.
As time passed on the family prospered, and Elin lived to see all
her children married and settled in the Gardar community, except
Hallfridur who married and moved to Seattle Wash. Later Johannes
moved to Wynyard Sask., and Sigurdur moved to Mountain, N. Oak.
Today her many descendants are scattered across the United
States and Canada, all striving even as she did, to be worthy citizens of
their country.

MR. and MRS. JOHN H. MENZIES
Among the many people who have come to Gimli and spent a large
num ber of years in this community, a couple whose contribution to the
town should be recognized here, are John and Selma Menzies.
Mr. and Mrs. Menzies came to Gimli in 1946, when John was
appointed school inspector for this area. They remained here, both
giving large and generous contributions of themselves to community
work, until 1965. Up to one year before they left Gimli, Mr. Menzies
continued his position as school inspector for a very large area,
including schools in the north along the lake. His final year at Gimli
was spent as principal of the Gimli Composite High School, a position
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for which he took a one year leave of absence from his inspecting duties.
The following year he was appointed inspector of schools for the
Steinbach area, and Mr. and Mrs. Menzies left Gimli permanently.
When John Menzies, who had a record of sports achievement in his
earlier days, arrived in Gimli, the campaign to build a community
skating rink had just been re-organized, after failure of the first
attempt. John was appointed secretary, and spent the next five years on
the executive as secretary-treasurer, and president respectively. He was
president of the Gimli Curling Club the year of their first open bonspiel
in 1949. Many hours of work were devoted by him yearly to the
operation of volunteer sports in the town. He was head coach of the first
hockey league in town after the building of the rink. John Menzies was
elected to the Gimli Town Council in 1948, a position he held for
several terms.
Mr. Menzies also took an active part in the Gimli Chamber of
Commerce, of which he was secretary, and the Gimli Branch of the
Royal Canadian Legion. He was Zone Commander for the Canadian
Legion for three years or more, and had at least two terms as president
of the Gimli Branch of the Legion.
Mr. and Mrs. Menzies became active members of the Gimli
Lutheran Church. They had been members of the United Church prior
to coming to Gimli. Mr. Menzies was elected to the Church Council in
1952, and remained a l)1ember until he left Gimli. He was a member of
the choir, and at times conducted services in the absence of the pastor.
Mrs. Menzies was active as a Sunday School teacher, and later
became superintendent, a position she filled for many years. She was
the supervisor and teacher of a weekday Kindergarten for several years,
until the public school system supplied that service for five year olds.
She joined the Gimli Women's Institute almost as soon as she came to
Gimli, and in that organization held the offices of secretary and later
president. She was a very active member until a few years before she left
Gimli, when she dropped her membership due to too many commitments. She was active in the Ladies' Auxiliary to the Canadian
Legion as well as the Lutheran Ladies' Aid.
Mr. and Mrs. Menzies were charter members of the Canadian
Association for the Mentally Retarded, Gimli-Branch, and Mrs.
Menzies served as secretary for two years.
They are also active in the Masonic organization, Mr. Menzies
having been an officer in the Selkirk Lodge, and Mrs. Menzies being
active in Eastern Star.
They have two sons, Walter and Brian, both now married, in
Winnipeg.
ANNE AND CLYDE MILLER
Anne Lenchuk of Gimli went to work for Ruth Mills at Starbuck,
and met Ruth's brother, Clyde Miller, whom she married. They farmed
at Starbuck until April, 1942, when Clyde went to northern Ontario to
work on construction jobs, and his family moved to Gimli. For more
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than four years he was home only periodically between working at projects at Jackfish River, Niagara, etc. He worked on heavy equipment
and also was sent to many points in Saskatchewan and Alberta. He
built many dugouts during the drought years in the west. His wife decided that the lakeside air at Gimli might be a better climate for their son
Clifford, who had an asthmatic condition, and her assumption proved
correct.
Clyde Miller was born at Dubuque, Iowa, and came to Manitoba
with his parents when he was five years old.
In the 1940s he obtained work as grader operator for the R.M. of
Gimli, a position he held until retirement. He played hockey as a young
man, and was a hockey coach at Gimli for minor hockey. All the Miller
family were active in sports, and Mrs. Miller supported them by looking after lunches for the hockey teams. She also worked hard for Camp
Robertson, assisting with the annual tea there every summer.
Their family:
Allan married Sylvia Sigvaldson of Riverton. They live in northern
Ontario, where they operate a camp at Northern Lights Lake. They
have three children, Robert, Beverley and Correen, and two
grandchildren.
Wayne, a truck driver in British Columbia, has five children,
Keith, Bruce, Douglas, Cindy and Lori, all in B.C. Wayne was active in
hockey and so are his boys.
Irene became a paraplegic when she was injured in an accident on
Christmas Eve, 1953. She suffered greatly for many years, and is confined to a wheelchair, but through perseverance, the support and aid of
many friends, and the Society for Crippled Children and Adults, she
has been self-supporting for years, working as switchboard operator
and receptionist for B. A. Robinson Co. A beautiful woman with long
blonde hair, Irene is also an accomplished paraplegic athlete, who has
many trophies and medals to her credit. Her record as an athlete is as
follows: Paraplegic Pan-American Games, Winnipeg, August, 1967:
Gold medal in swimming, Silver medal in Club Throw, Bronze medals
in 60 metre dash, discus, and javelin. Montreal Centennial Games,
Sept. 1967: in which women competed on equal terms with the men,
Irene won a bronze medal in precision javelin, and placed first in two
events and second in two. She won the best female athlete trophy for
these Games. She was awarded the Errick F. Willis trophy for the
Manitoba Sportswoman of the year on March 20, 1968, and was
honoured by her home town of Gimli on May II, 1968, at a large
gathering organized by Mr. and Mrs. V. M. Arnason, Mr. and Mrs.
Don Hubbs, and others, at which time Mayor Daniel Sigmundson
presented her with a gold key to Gimli.
In the Edmonton Paraplegic Trials in August, 1958, Irene won
silver medals in archery, Precision javelin, Pentathlon, club throw, discus, javelin, shot putt, and swimming back, free style.
In the Paraplegic Olympic Games at Tel Aviv, Israel, Nov. 1968,
Irene won a silver medal for the 50 metre free style back swimming. In
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1969 she was chosen as one of six runners-up for the Sportswoman of
the year. In the Western Games at Saskatoon in 1969 she won three
firsts. At Hamilton in 1969 she received gold medals for archery and
table tennis, silver for swimming, 60 metre back, and bronze for 100
metre swimming, back. In 1970 she won a centennial medal in the
_sporting rifle gallery tournament. In the Western Canadian Wheelchair Games at Penticton, B.C. in 1970 she won gold medals in archery,
discus, shot putt, javelin, silver in precision javelin and table tennis, and
bronze in rifle, club throw, swimming 50 metres, and swimming 100
metres.
In the National Games at Calgary in 1972 Irene won two gold, two
silver and two bronze medals. In the Paraplegic Olympic Games at
Heidelberg, Germany, she won a bronze medal in double table tennis.
In the National Games in Vancouver, B.c. in 1973 she won two gold,
three silver medals, and one bronze.
She was scheduled to go to the Pan Am Games at Lima, Peru in
1973, but declined as she intended going to New Zealand in January,
but the Canadian Paraplegic team cancelled the trip to New Zealand
due to lack of funds. She was asked to go to the Stokemandville Games
in England but declined. In the Sixth National Games in Winnipeg in
1974, Irene won gold medals in archery and table tennis, and silver in
javelin and precision javelin.
Betty Miller married Charles Bishop, of the armed forces. They
have five children, Diane, Carol, William, Donna, and Kenneth, in B.c.
Clifford Miller married Dorothy Monias; they have three children,
Irene, Marilyn and Brian, and live in Selkirk, where he is self-employed
in plumbing.
Connie Miller married Albert Axell, a farmer at Grande Prairie,
Alta. Connie was an accomplished swimmer in her youth. They have
three children, Lorne, Gayle and Joan.
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Shirley Miller married Leonard Ogilvie of Nova Scotia. They have
five children; Keith, Susan, Kay, Lynne and Marlene. They operate the
Stonewall Trailer Park at Louisburg, N.S.
Verda Miller married Herman Isfjord of Gimli, assistant manager
of the Tom Boy Store. They have four children, Rosalind, Natalie, Herman Peter, and Carla. Verda spends much time assisting at the skating
and curling rinks.
Frederick Miller is a carpenter at Victoria, B.C., married to Deirdre Snow. They have two children, David and Johanna. Fred was a
hockey coach and active in hockey and baseball.
Dolores Miller is a hairdresser, who for awhile operated her own
shop, but now is employed at Penthouse Boutique in Gimli.
Mrs. Clyde Miller died Oct. 31, 1964, and Clyde died June 29,
1970.
THE NARFASON FAMILY
Magnus Narfason, born June I, 1853 at Tradarkot,
Vatnsleysustrond, Iceland, came to Gimli in 1886. His fiancee, Emerentiana Jonsdottir, born December 6, 1855, at Skammadal, Skaftafellssysla, arrived in Canada at the same time, but worked in Winnipeg for the Cohen family about a year, prior to marriage.
Magnus spent his first years here as a fisherman on Lake Winni peg, but in 1892 moved to the present location of Section 7, Township
19, Range 3 E, which he called "Eida". The family returned to Gimli
after a short time, where they remained until 1896, when fhey moved to
"Vidivollum". This homestead became their permanent residence and
has remained in the family since, located in the Minerva district at S.I,
T.19, R.3E.
. Emerentiana and Magnus had five sons. The eldest, Gudjon, died
at the age of five, and the second, Thordur, died in infancy. Both of
these children were buried in the first pioneer cemetery at Gimli. The

Magllus Narfa.wlI. his wife Emerelllialla, alld .1'011 Gudjoll.

665

third son, Gudmundur Narfi (Mundi), was born Feb. 25,1895. Gudjon
Erlendur CElli) was born Sept. 17, 1896. Oskar Magnus was born Dec.
22, 1898, and lived till approximately his tenth year, when he died in a
scarlet fever epidemic which struck the community.
The family was active in the membership of the Gimli Lutheran
Church. The boys attended Sunday School, and attended Minerva
School two years after it opened in 1900. Magnus served on the school
board from 1908-1913.
Emerentiana died March 30, 1912. Magnus and his sons Mundi
and Elli continued farming, specializing in dairy products. Magnus was
78 years of age when he died at Vidivollum ~pril I, 1931.
Mundi and Elli were among the founding members of the Minerva
Young People's Club, actively participating for a number of years.
Mundi was one of the main carpenters, along with Simbi Josephson, in
building the original Minerva Hall in 1915. He also served as secretarytreasurer of the Lutheran Church for some years.
After his return from the first world war, Elli married Gudrun
Jokulros Isfeld on Oct. 17, 1919. Runa was born July 12, 1893, at
"Hofi," in Husavick, the homestead of her parents, Olina Sigurbjorg
Oladottir Bjerring and Agust Eiriksson Isfeld.
Runa joined the Minerva Ladies' Aid in 1922 and participated in
all their activities until her later years, when she was honoured with a
life membership upon retirement.
Runa and Elli had six children, all born in the same pioneer log
home as their father was before them. They and their families are as
follows:
I. Gerdur Hansina, born 1920, worked for Department of Health
as secretary during the second war; married James Harris. They have a
daughter, Dawn Florence Gudrun, and a son James Duncan Alexander.

Rear: Olall, Olda, Oli, Dil/a. Froll!: Cerdllr, Elli, RUllO, Emma.
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They live in Winnipeg. She works for the Unemployment Insurance
Commission.
2. Emma Magnusina, born 1922, was a telephone operator at
Gimli prior to her marriage to Joseph Lome Wilkinson, who is
employed with Air Canada in Montreal. Their children: Teresa Lynn;
Nicola Fern, married to Donald Gregoire Gould; Joseph Thor, and
Heather Darlene, married to Robert Wheeler.
3. Oli Johannes, born 1925, married to Gudny Helga Johnson
(Gwen). They operate the home farm. Their children: Candace Lea, a
teacher, presently teaching at Jack River School at Norway House;
Janice Linda, also a teacher by profession, married Cameron Ross Arnason. Janice taught music, art and mathematics. They left for
Australia in the summer of 1974, where Cameron has accepted a
teaching position in Queensland for two years; Laureen Olina, studying
for her B.A. at the University of Manitoba; Clifford Erlendur, studying
agriculture at the University of Manitoba.
4. Sigurlina Agusta, born 1928, is a graduate of the Victoria
Hospital School of Nursing and received her B.Sc.N. at Thunder Bay in
1972. She is presently teaching nursing at the Misericordia School of
Nursing.
5. AIda Ingibjorg, born 1932, graduated as a Registered Nurse
from Victoria Hospital. She married Dr. James Robertson Mackenzie,
and they live in Hamilton, Ont. Their chiidren are Marion Elizabeth,
James Robertson, Edith Gudrun Aida, and Margaret Sigurlin.
6. Olof Anna, born 1935, married Paul Isfeld of Winnipeg Beach,
at first a fisherman, now employed at Calverts. Their children are Lana
Gale, who married Barry Charles Amason in 1974; Paulette Olan, and
Alexander Paul.
As his children approached school age, Elli Narfason became
secretary-treasurer of the Minerva School Board in 1927 and served in
that capacity for 21 years.
He also served as a member of the Winnipeg District Milk
Producers Co-Operative Association from 1923-29.
As the children attended school at Minerva and Gimli, they participated in many activities. Gerda and Emma belonged to the "Barnakor" (Children's Choir) when it was under the direction of Brynjolfur
ThorIaksson. They also joined the Minerva Young People's Club, until
it disbanded on April 25, 1946.
Runa joined the Gimli Lutheran Church, into which all the
children were received by confirmation. Runa died Feb. 11, 1969.
Oli and Gwen settled on the family farm, and their children attended school inainly in Gimli, since the Minerva School amalgamated with
Gim Ii after Candace and Janice completed their first two grades. Oli
served on the Minerva School Board prior to the school's closure.
AlI of Oli's children took part in numerous extra-curricular activities in school, especially sports and drama. They were active
members of the Minerva 4-H Club, beginning at their tenth year and
continuing until the designated end at the 18th year. They all belonged
667

to the Children's Icelandic Choir at Gimli, and Clifford played the
clarinet in the Gimli District Band. All had a keen interest in singing
and playing either guitar or piano, and have performed in the folk singing at the Icelandic Festival.
Gwen is a member of the Minerva Ladies' Aid, and both she and
Oli have worked many years as 4-H leaders, particularly in the sewing
and calf clubs. They were' also members of the Kinsmen and Kinette
Clubs of Gimli, from 1953 to 1966. Oli served in all offices of the
Kinsmen Club. He also held office as president of the Manitoba
Farmers' Union, Local 90. He has served on the executive of the Gimli
Credit Union for the past 20 years, and is a member of the Johnson
Memorial Hospital Board. In 1971 he was elected as Manitoba Director for the Holstein-Friesian Association of Canada, and since 1973,
serves on the Manitoba Animal Breeders Co-Operative Board. He was
appointed by the Manitoba government to sit as a member for the Artificial Insemination Distribution Centre. More recently, he has joined
the Viking Masonic Lodge in Gimli.
The Narfason farm is a model which has been frequently visited by
children studying outdoor environment. Its Holstein cattle have won
many awards at fairs and 4-H Club rallies. The Gimli and District
Chamber of Commerce twice nominated Oli Narfason for the Master
Farmer of Manitoba A ward.

THE NORDAL FAMILY
Larus Nordal was born at Akranes, Iceland in 1879. Like many
Icelandic children, he was brought up by foster parents. His mother had
died, and his father migrated to Argyle in western Manitoba. When
Larus was growing up he lived in Reykjavik and worked as apprentice
to a carpenter, working very hard for his room and board only. The excellent skills of his carpenter employer in cabinet making resulted in
good training for Larus, serving him weII in later years.
When Lams was 21, he came to Canada, to meet the father he had
never seen, and took his father's new name, N ordal. After several years
in the Argyle district Larus went to Winnipeg where he worked five
years as a carpenter. During those years he met and married Rosa
Davidsdottir, from Kristnes in Eyjafjordur, Iceland. She had graduated
from the Laugaland School there, studying musical theory and Danish
among other sUbjects. She arrived in Canada in 1893 and worked in
Winnipeg. When she arrived she found lodging with an Irish family,
where four Irish sisters lived. She was fortunate to have a friend who
tutored her in English every night. She found work teaching and tailormg.
They were married in 1900 and had one daughter, Anna, born in
1902. In 1905 they moved to the Icelandic settlement at Leslie,
Saskatchewan, to take up a homestead. Their first farm was not very
productive, so they moved to a different one, where they lived for 31
years. It was about 20 miles from the nearest railroad and times were
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very hard. When in a few years the railway came to Leslie, life was
somewhat easier.
During the drought years of the depression, they had to seek a new
home, so they moved to Gimli in 1937.
Mrs. Nordal's health failed, and she became an invalid for the last
12 years of her life. The long trip to Gimli was uncomfortable for her,
but she was always cheerful and many times cheered her husband and
daughter when they felt depressed.
Their daughter Anna was talented in music like her mother, and
took piano lessons from a friend in Leslie. Later she went to Saskatoon
for lessons, and had one term at St. Mary's Academy, Winnipeg, where
she took domestic science, music, voice and piano.
For many years after moving to Gimli she played the organ in both
the Lutheran and Unitarian Churches, as well as singing in the choir.
In Gimli, Mr. Nordal followed his trade as carpenter, making
many beautiful cabinets for families in the area, and he built more than
one house. He has made many pieces of furniture of antique design
which are greatly treasured by their owners.
Larus Nordal is also a poet, like many Icelanders. He has written
many poems in his native language. He loves good books and music,
and was secretary of the Icelandic Library Lestrarfelagid, Gimli, for 21
years. He was made an honorary member of this Society. When he was
no longer able to continue as secretary due to failing eyesight, his
daughter Anna took it over, and served until the Icelandic Library
donated all its books to the Gimli Branch of the Evergreen Regional
Library.
Anna Nordal worked as a nurse at the Betel Home for a number of
years. Now retired, she looks after their home and her aged father, who
is now blind. She spends many hours reading to him, since he no longer
can read for himself. At other times, they talk together, or listen to
music, which they both enjoy very much. The Nordal home constantly
receives visitors from far and near, including a number from Iceland. It
is truly representative of Icelandic culture, combining warm hospitality
with free-ranging discussion of literature, both Icelandic and English,
music, political, religious, and social issues and world affairs.
Plans are under way at present to publish a book of Larus Nordal's poems, in Iceland.
THE OAKLEY FAMILY
While David and Elene Oakley do not qualify as members of
pioneer Gimli families, their contribution to the community has been
such that they should be included in this history.
David R. Oakley's parents, David and Anne, came from London,
England, in 1910, settling in Toronto for several years before moving to
Winnipeg in 1937, where David Oakley, Sr., an optician, opened a
business. He passed away in November, 1974.
David Jr. attended United College for two years, then went to
Toronto where he studied optometry, graduating in June, 1954. The
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following year he married Elene, daughter of the Rev. Dr. Valdimar
Eylands, pastor of First Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, for 31 years, and
president of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod for many years. Dr. Eylands
and his wife Lilja owned a cottage in Gimli for many years, so Elene
was a frequent summer resident here and well acquainted with the
community.
They came to Gimli in 1954 to set up David's optometry practice,
intending to stay only a few years. Their decision to make Gimli their
permanent home came after the installation of waterworks in 1957.
They both feel that this installation was a main factor in the
development of Gimli.
Dr. Oakley's practice has grown steadily since he opened his first
small office on Centre Street. He now owns his own building on First
Avenue, and employs two assistants. He also travels weekly to Arborg
for appointments.
David and Elene Oakley have been very active in the community.
Dave is keenly interested in Kinsmen Club and in minor sport. He was
awarded the first honorary life membership of the Gimli Kinsmen Club.
He was appointed chairman of the arena artificial ice committee and
devoted many hours of work to planning for the extension to the rink,
as well as the installation of artificial ice in the arena. He has been a
leader in minor hockey, and a coach, for many years, and is presently
an appointed citizen member and chairman of the Gimli Parks and
Recreation Commission. He also served on the Gimli local School
Board for a number of years, and was for a while its chairman. Dave is
a member of Viking Lodge No. 175, A.F. & A.M., of Gimli.
Elene is an active member of the Lutheran Church, and has served
frequently as organist. She is presently organist during the fall and
winter months, taking a break during the summer to spend more time
with her family. She also assists with the women's group of the church,
and formerly was an active member and past president of the Kinette
Club. For a year or so, she was a partner with Mrs. Margaret Chesney
in operating a yard goods store in Gimli, until the Chesney family was
transferred, and the store closed.
They have two children, David Robert, 15, and Louise Ruth, 13.
David is an exceptionally talented hockey player in minor hockey.
Louise learned figure skating, and plays the piano.

ARNI ODDSSON AND GUDRUN JONSDOTTIR
Ami Oddsson (\ 832-1913) was born at Hringsdalur in the
Grytubakki parish in Thingey County, Iceland. His wife was Gudrun
Jonsdottir, born in Hrafnagil, Eyjarfjardarsysla, Iceland in 1834, died
in 1921.
They applied for free passage to Brazil in 1873, but failing to obtain it, emigrated from Iceland to Canada in 1876, with their three
children, Baldvin, 10, Oddur, 7, and Gudrun, 4.
They stayed in Gimli during the smallpox epidemic, but moved
into the south of the colony in 1877, where Arni took a homestead near
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the future Sandy Hook Station, naming it Oddsstadir. They lived there
for three years, and in 1880, the year of the great flood, they moved to
Winnipeg for three years, returning to Gimli in 1883 to take a second
homestead, at Vigur, where they lived till 1910, when they moved to the
home of their son Baldvin to be cared for. Arni was an invalid the last
three years of his life.
Upon his death his widow moved with Baldvin's family to Mikley
(Hecla Island), and then back to their home at Gimli, Laufskali, until
her death in 1921.
Arni Oddsson is described as a rather short man of sturdy build.
His granddaughter has memories of the pioneer life the family led, as
related to her by her father.

ODDSON FAMILY
Oddur Halldorson, his wife Kristin Sigurdardottir, and their son
Gudni H. E. Oddson and his wife Gudridur Jonsdottir, arrived in
Canada from Reykjavik, Iceland, in 1900. Gudni and Gudridur had two
infant daughters, Kristin and Thuridur, with them. Gudni and Gudridur
stayed in Winnipeg for about a year, while he worked at the Ogilvie
Flour Mills, but Oddur and his wife Kristin came to Gimli, where his
brother Magnus Halldorson lived. Oddur built a small log house behind
the Lutheran Church, which many years later was moved to a lot
belonging to Johanna Cooney. It became noted as one of the oldest remaining houses in Gimli, but was torn down in the 1950s. He must have
engaged in fishing; for his granddaughters, who came with their parents
to spend Christmas with them, were each given a lighted candle and told
to sit quietly. The younger one moved towards his net hanging on the
wall, and set it afire with her candle.
Oddur's leg was amputated in 1905, and he died shortly after. He
was a quiet man of few words, and worked at whatever employment
was available. He was a seaman and later a harbor pilot in Iceland, and
a stone mason who hewed the stone for his three storey home in Reykjavik, named Fjelag's Gardur (Partnership Place). He also had a
vegetable garden, something not common in Iceland at that time, and
was very interested in horticulture, growing berry bushes, shrubs, and
small trees. The property is now owned by the city, divided into small
plots for gardens, and still named Fjelag's Gardur.

Oddur Halldorsson and his Wife Krislin
SiRllrdarc/ollir.
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His wife Kristin lived to be 87 and did all the spinning and weaving
for a large household. The cloth was woven on hand looms. They were a
religious couple, who read the Bible every night. Kristin lived with her
son Gudni for many years, and then in her own small home till she passed away in 1928.
When Gudni and Gudridur came to Gimli in 1901, they built a log
house along the lake east of Third Avenue. In 1903 the lake was so high
they had to move farther west, where they bought two lots. Four more
children were born to them in Gimli: Sigridur Gudmundina, Maria
Ingibjorg, Solvi Indridi, and Jon Elias.
Gudni fished, butchered for people in the fall, and worked on the
first Gimli breakwater. Gudridur was a seamstress, as she had attended
a seamstress school in Iceland. She took in sewing, but people could not
afford to pay her in cash, though she was struggling to make small
payments on her new sewing machine. She died in 1911, leaving six
young children, the eldest eleven and the youngest three.
Gudni's sister Margaret Halldorson came to keep house for him.
After a year Gudni decided to move to Nes with his mother and sister,
to live on a farm. They stayed there for many years. Later Gudni and
his sons Solvi and Jon moved to Prince Rupert, B.C. but in his later
years he returned to Gimli and lived with his daughter Sigridur and sonin-law Grimsi Magnusson until his death in December, 1942.
His eldest daughter Kristin Oddbjorg Oddson was a talented
seamstress like her mother, and did all the sewing for the family. She
married Johannes Magnusson, and they lived in Riverton for a number
of years, where she was dressmaker for the town, also doing painting,
cushion-making, etc. She was a midwife who worked faithfully with Dr.
S. O. Thompson. She and Joe, who was a fisherman and carpenter, and
accomplished violinist, had four children. (see Magnusson).
The second daughter of Gudni and Gudridur, Thuridur, married
Luther Johnson, son of Benedikt Stefan Jonsson, and his wife Sigurlina
Valgerdur Johannesdottir. They later made their home in Prince
Rupert, B.c. where Luther engaged in logging and salmon fishing.
They had two children: Robert, who is a salmon fisherman who also
builds boats, and a daughter Sigurlin, who married Andrew Blomberg.
Sigurlin worked in various offices, and Andrew was a truck, bus, taxi
driver at Prince Rupert and later Vancouver. They moved to Merritt,
B.C. where Andrew formed a moving and storage company and
operated a trailer park, which he later sold to start a digger service.
Merritt Back-Hoe Service. Sigurlin became office manager for a clinic,
and later office supervisor and loan officer for the Credit Union.
Luther Johnson's father Benedikt Jonsson was half owner of the
first gasoline marine engine powered boat in Manitoba, the "Viking",
which transported central Europeans from Winnipeg to Gimli. He was
also in charge of the boat "Victoria", a government boat on Lake Winmpeg.
Sigridur G. Oddson stayed with her sister and brother-in-law,
Kristin and Johannes Magnusson at Riverton after completing her
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schooling at Nes, until she married Johannes's brother Hallgrimur
(Grimsi) in 1923. Grimsi built fishing boats and taught this trade to his
sons. He also freighted'fish in winter. He was active in the community.
(See Magnusson). Sigga recalls the responsibility he had in assisting his
widowed mother, who was left with a large family, of whom he was the
oldest. While he was away during the first world war, the household
came down with Spanish influenza, and his mother Kristin was unable
to leave the house to look after the cattle. Two children, William Alfred
and Kristin Agusta, aged 10 and 7, died, three hours apart, and their
mother was unable to leave her ill family to see about their burial, but
had to put them out in a cold place till help arrived. Every home was hit
with influenza, so many cases of suffering like this occurred.
Details on the family of Grimsi and Sigga are in the Magnusson
story. Sigga lives alone in Gimli now in retirement. During her active
years she was a member of the Lutheran Ladies' Aid, an enthusiastic
curler, and she is still a member of the Ladies' Auxiliary to the Legion.
In 1962 she was presented with the first honorary life membership in the
Ladies' Curling Club.
Maria Ingibjorg Oddson was born in 1904 and died in 1947. She
also went to live with Kristin and Johannes Magnusson in Riverton,
where she completed her education, and then worked in a chocolate factory in Winnipeg. She was the third daughter of Gudni Oddson to
marry a son of Johannes Magnusson of Nes, Haraldur, who was a
fisherman and pile-driver. Both were very active in sports in their youth.
Ingibjorg was a member of the Riverton ladies' baseball league. She
was president of the Gimli Ladies' Curling Club for years, and after her
death a memorial curling trophy was donated in her honor. The first
rink to win the trophy was skipped by her sister Sigga. (For details on
the family see Magnusson)
Solvi Indridi (Silver), who was four years old when his mother
Gudridur died, was raised by his uncle, Magnus Halldorson and his wife
Gudbjorg. He attended school in Gimli and was a close companion to
his cousins, Magnusina, JulIa, and Ruby, who taught him to read and
write Icelandic fluently. When his father went to Prince Rupert, B.c. he
accompanied him, and worked at many jobs. He was very fond of
horses, and worked on ranches in Alberta and Saskatchewan. He
returned to Gimli and married Rose Josephson of Bru, Manitoba, who
was a cook at Betel Home, a professional hairdresser who travelled to
various towns doing this work, as well as later having her own shop. She
had taught school for awhile earlier. They moved back to Prince
Rupert, B.C. where Silver worked at pile driving at Kitimat, and fished,
until he retired due to his health. They have one son, Dennis, married to
Sunny, with three children, Kristin Lynn, Frederick Walter Solvi, and
Julia.
John Elias Oddson went out to earn his living when he was IS.
When in his twenties he went to the B.c. coast and worked at logging
camps, becoming a road building foreman for a logging company. In
the second world war he was a troop transport driver. He was overseas
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for three years, in charge of ordnance. Before going to war, he married
Mae Healy. He was employed as a carpenter foreman for civil defence
for many years, and is now retired. They have one daughter, Kristin,
married to Graham Kendrew, with a son, Jonathan Albert.

REV. SIGURDUR OLAFSSON FAMILY
The Rev. Sigurdur Olafsson was born at Ytri-Holl in Landeyjar,
Rangarvallasysla, Iceland, Aug. 14, 1883, the son of Olafur Erlendsson
and his wife Gudridur Thorsteinsdottir, the eldest of nine children. He
began to work as a deep-sea fisherman at the age of 12, but also studied
at Thykkvabaer School. In 1902, then 19, he emigrated to Canada, and
fished on Lake Winnipeg the first winter. He moved to Seattle, and
worked at varied jobs there, being a street car conductor from 1905-07,
and then till 1910 a collector for the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph.
He then decided to enter the ministry, studied at Portland Academy,
and was ordained Feb. 14, 1915.
He was pastor at Blaine, Washington 1915-1921, then a few
months in Minnesota; served at Gimli 1921-29, Arborg and Riverton
1929-40, Selkirk 1940-58, after which he retired in Winnipeg.
At Gimli and Arborg he served many parishes, travelling by car,
rented horse-team, boat, and sometimes on foot.
For 18 years he was a member of the Betel Home board, was a
member of the executive council of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod, and
from 1944 on for several years editor of the synod publication,
"Sameiningin" (Unity). He wrote numerous obituaries of parishioners.
His autobiography "Sigur un Sidir" (Victory at Last) was published in
Iceland in 1962.
On July I, 1907, he married his first wife, Halldora Ingibjorg
Hallsson, daughter of Asgrimur and Sigridur Hallsson. They had four
daughters, one of whom died in infancy. The other three:
1. Evangeline Vigdis, born in 1912, a school teacher, died in 1931.
2. Josephine Sigrid, also a teacher, taught at Norquay School,
Winnipeg, a calligrapher. Married to Peter Simonsen, a photographer,
now at Rutland, B.C.
3. Freyja Eleanor, R.N., served four years in the armed forces in
World War II as a war nurse in the Transvaal in South Africa. There
she met and married Eversleigh Crosby Thomas, who after the war was
posted to Cairo with the British diplomatic service. He then spent 18
months in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, with the service, after which he
returned to his former career with the Union Bank of South Africa, and
they returned to South Africa by the Congo route, an adventurous six
weeks journey. They now live in Natal.
Rev. Olafsson was left a widower when his first wife died in the
inf1uenza epidemic on Nov. II, 1918.
In 1922 he married Ingibjorg Johanna Peterson, of Gimli, a school
teacher. They lived in the present Kristjanson home on the lakefront.
They had two sons, Karl Johann and Jon Olafur. Both enlisted in
the Canadian Navy in World War Two. Karl now works for the
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Winnipeg Transit, and he and his wife, Wilhelmina Wolf (Minnie) have
three sons and a grandson.
Jon Olafur lives in the Northwest Territories, connected with a
mining company, with headquarters at Whitehorse.
Mrs. Ingibjorg Olafsson shared to the full in her husband's
ministry, being an active leader herself in church work, in Sunday
school and youth work. She was president of the Lutheran Women's
League for ten years, and one of the founders of its main project
Sunrise Camp at Husavick, and director of the camp for ten years. She
was editor of "Ardis", the annual publication of the League, for 26
years.
She was a loving stepmother to the three girls, and the one asked
for by Evangeline at her deathbed. Freyja wrote weekly letters to her,
and her son Karl and his wife Minnie cared for her in their home in her
last years.
Rev. Olafsson died March 21, 1961, and Ingibjorg Olafsson died
March 18, 1974, aged 86.

THE B. B. OLSON FAMILY OF GIMLI
Bjorn Bjornsson Olson was born at Finnstunga, Blondudal,
Hunavatnssysla in northwestern Iceland, in 1865. He was married in
1897 to Gudrun Solmundsdottir Simonarsson, who was born in 1875 in
Hvitarsida in Borgarfjordur, Iceland. Her family lived for some years
in Reykjavik before emigrating to Canada, where they settled first on
Hecla Island in 1887. They moved to Gimli later, taking up a homestead half a mile west of the townsite on what is now the late Helgi
Danielson's farm.
Bjorn B. Olson migrated to North Dakota while still in his teens.
He worked as a farm labourer, attending school during the winter
months until he reached the University at Grand Forks, and became a
school teacher at Mountain, N.D., where his most illustrious pupil in
Grade VIII was Vilhjalmur Stefansson, who became the famous Arctic
explorer.
In the 1890s he moved to Winnipeg, where he attended the
Winnipeg Business College for a commercial course. In due course he
became a Canadian citizen and joined the Conservative party. He
moved to Gimli as the lone teacher in the only school there, in the log
building on First Ave., where his salary was $35 a month, for about six
months of the year. His last surviving pupils were the late Magga Halldorson and the late Dori Peterson.
He quit teaching and went into business as a general storekeeper
and creamery operator on the present site of the Landmark
Apartments. His business partners in this venture included Gudmundur
Fjeldsted, who soon turned to farming and later became M.L.A. for
Gimli; Rev. J. P. Solmundsson, Mr. Olson's brother-in-law, who left to
study for the Unitarian ministry; Benedict Freemansson, who branched
off to build his own butcher shop; and Sveinn Thorvaldsson, who had
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B. B. Olson home.

also taught in the Gimli school, and who later moved to Riverton where
he established a successful store and later was a partner in a successful
Limited Company with the Sigurdsson Brothers, with four stores in
New Iceland.
During this period Mr. Olson had the sole agency for all Imperial
Oil petroleum products in New Iceland, supplying all dealers.
Mr. Olson was secretary-treasurer and school trustee for the Gimli
School for about 20 years, following the turn of the century. His
devotion to education was secondary to none of his many and varied
public and private interests and community endeavours, which included
the Unitarian Church, of which he was a founder in Manitoba, and
mainstay, being a long-time trustee and Sunday School superintendent
of the Gimli Church.
I n the political field he was tireless, remaining president of the
Gimli Conservative Association as long as he was able to function. He
was a devoted personal friend and supporter of Sir Rodmond P. Roblin,
premier of Manitoba from 1900 - 1915.
M r. Olson's heart was in the law, which he had studied briefly in
Winnipeg, and he had the qualifications for most types of legal work,
and at an early stage was appointed as a police magistrate and later as
clerk of the county court in Gimli. He gave up his business interests and
entered the field of legal work and insurance of all types. In partnership
with Arni Thordarson he erected a business structure housing a business
office, barbershop and poolroom, which was later sold and became the
Gimli Cafe on First Avenue. (now AI's Drive-In).
In 1913, after the Right Honourable R. L. Borden became Prime
Minister of Canada, Mr. Olson was appointed Canadian Immigration
Commissioner to Iceland, which he retained until its discontinuance on
the outbreak of war in 1914.
Declining health forced him to reduce his strenuous activities, and
his last years were spent in the St. Boniface Sanitarium, where he spent
his time in reminiscences and the writing of music and poetry, until his
death in June, 1933.
Gudrun Olson outlived her husband by 16 years, the last of which
were spent at Lundar at the home of her son Arnljotur V. Olson. She
died in August, 1950.
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Both Mr. and Mrs. Olson can trace their lineage in Iceland back
many generations, to distinguished ancestry. Mrs. Olson's family
lineage has been traced on her father's side to one of the leading persons
in the tragedy of Burnt Njal, Kari Solmundarsson. Her father's lineage
indicates blood relationship with Iceland's outstanding patriot, Jon
Forseti Sigurdsson, the "George Washington" of Iceland. Her mother
Gudrun Aradottir, was descended directly from Bishop Jon Arason, the
last Catholic bishop of Iceland, who was martyred when the Danes
brought the Protestant faith to Iceland.
Mr. Olson's uncle was the Rev. Arnljotur Olafsson, a member of
the Althing (Parliament) and a finance minister who wrote an Icelandic
textbook on Economics.
The B. B. Olson family was blessed with eleven children, plus Mrs.
Olson's youngest sister, who was brought up from childhood, in their
family, and later became Mrs. Hakon Kristjansson of Vancouver.
The first child was named Franklin, after Dr. Franklin Southworth
of Boston, Mass., who came to formalize the founding of an Icelandic
Unitarian establishment. Following the convention, the baby was
christened Benjamin Franklin, the first-christened Unitarian baby in
Manitoba. In due course he became the first male to emerge as a school
teacher from Gimli School, and to pursue that career for half a century,
thereby realizing his desire to - in the words of the sage, "live in a
house by the side of the road and be a friend to man." Thus says Mr. B.
F. Olson, who compiled this family history. (See B. F. Olson)
In the family were included twins and triplets, none of whom are
presently surviving.
Second in lineage was Anna Lilja, who took a commercial course
following graduation from Gimli High School. She was married in 1918
to Bjorn Petursson of Gimli, but fell victim to the flu epidemic later that
year.
Bjorn Edvald (Eddie) Olson graduated from the University of
Manitoba as Bachelor of Scientific Agriculture. He was co-founder and
first president of the Icelandic Canadian Club. He is married to
Marjorie Fenwick, and they make their home in Vancouver, B.C.
Following graduation he served the General Motors Corporation,
mostly in Saskatchewan and Alberta, then the Canadian Pacific
Railway, until he accepted a position with the federal civil service first
as superintendent of Indian Affairs at Selkirk, then as superintendent of
Wood Buffalo Park at Fort Smith in the Northwest Territories.
Ingibjorg Margaret (Emma), who is married to Owen Ellinthorpe
of Winnipeg, worked at a book store until she acquired a business
operating two soft ice cream parlours, from which she has now retired.
They have one daughter, Sandra, married to James Bruce Pitblado,
grandson of noted lawyer Isaac Pitblado and of the Rev. Bjorn B.
Jonsson, Icelandic Lutheran pastor. They and their five children live in
Montreal.
Arnljotur Vilberg (Bill) Olson worked on his parents' dairy farm,
and later became a baker. (See Arnljotur V. Olson).
677

The youngest of the Olson family, Olafur Lawrence took a
commercial course and served for a time in the armed forces. Later he
was appointed to managerial positions with Canada Packers at
Lethbridge, Alta., and now at Moose Jaw, Sask. He married Johanna
Gudrun Markusson, and they had three children, Lilja Lynn, Mrs. Alan
Douglas HolI, with three sons; Eric William, who married Leslie Mary
Watt, and they have one son, Jon Olafur; and Olafur Markus.
Olafur L. Olson married a second time, to Thelma Mae Sproat,
and they have two children, Owen Leif and Ingrid Harriet.

B. F. OLSON FAMILY
Benjamin Franklin Olson, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. B. B. Olson,
was born June I, 1898, on the location presently occupied by the permanent residence of Gusti Thorkelson, next to the Betel Home. His father
at the time owned and operated a general store, with Imperial Oil
franchise, a creamery, and insurance agency. He was also the Gimli
school teacher.
Frank completed his education as a teacher, and taught in the
Gimli School for ten years on three separate occasions. Through
summer school and extra-mural studies he obtained his High School
Principal's certificate. He served as principal at Niverville, Winnipeg
Beach, Lundar (seven years), Plumas, Basswood, Hecla, Woodlands,
Bradwardine, Hnausa, Charleswood, Sinclair, Inwood, the Air Force
Base at Gypsumville, as well as teaching in several one-roomed rural
schools in earlier days - a total of 50 years. His first school was at
Camp Morton.
Music has been a potent factor in Frank's career. Beginning
studies on organ and piano about his seventh year, he was playing the
church organ at about 12 to 14 years. From that time he played with Oli
Thorsteinson for practically every dance between Winnipeg Beach and
Riverton and Arborg, including the Gimli Park pavilion. He continued
this at Lundar both in church and dance orchestras. For many years he
taught piano. He is also a music composer, with a steadily increasing
number of compositions to his credit. He also writes poetry and lyrics
for his music. In prose, he is working on a manuscript for a book, "The
Happy Isles."
M r. Olson also put in four years as a commercial fisherman on
Lake Winnipeg, and about one year as an Able Seaman in the Royal
Canadian Navy during World War I.
In 1944 he married Dorothy Medd, of Basswood, Man., daughter
of William and Alice Medd from Newcastle, England. They maintain
the pioneer cottage of Frank's parents in South Beach, as a summer
residence, since the major part of the family property was sold to the
Department of Transport a few years ago. Since Mr. Olson's retirement
from teaching, they live in Winnipeg, where Mrs. Olson has worked as
a nurse's aide, in a nursing home.
They have two children.
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Frances Dorothy Ruby attended the schools where her father was
principal, and then Gimli High School and Winnipeg Teachers'
College. She is studying towards her degree, and has taught school at
Narcisse, Gimli, and Lac du Bonnet. She married Air Force Instructor
Jim Gushuliak, and they have a daughter, Kristin Maria. They are
presently stationed at Camp Borden, Ont.
Byron Baldur attended his father's schools and Gimli High School,
and was prominent in sports and athletics. He attended the University
of Manitoba and is presently completing his education at the University
of Winnipeg. He married Marilyn Moore of Winnipeg.

ARNUOTUR VILBERG OLSON
Arnljotur Vilberg (Bill) Olson was born March 4, 1909, in Gimli,
the son of Bjorn Bjornsson Olson and Gudrun Solmundsdottir, Gimli
pioneers. He learned the baking business working for Walter Sutton,
owner and operator of the Central Bakery. He married Violet
Thorsteinsson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gudni Thorsteinsson, who
was a school teacher. In 1930 they moved to Lundar in the western
Interlake, where they opened the Lundar Bakery, which they jointly
operated, and still do in 1974, with their son-in-law Eirikur Johnson
now working with them. They have four daughters, Joy, Lillian, Mae,
and Hope, all married.
Bill has been very active in community projects in Lundar. He
served as school trustee for 37 years, first for the Lundar Consolidated
School District, and then for the Lakeshore School Division No. 23, of
which he was first chairman, and a board member from 1959 to 1973.
He was president of the Community Club for 33 years and took an active part in all projects: the building of the community hall, the making
of concrete sidewalks, and building of the arena. He is a mem ber of the
original board responsible for the building of an 18-unit senior citizens'
home. He served as Lundar Fire Chief for 25 years, and is president of
the Eastshore Volunteer Ambulance Service.
Having been active in hockey in Gimli, he continued that sport in
Lundar and was a hockey referee for 16 years. For many years he was
on the executive of the Grettir Amateur Athletic Association, of which
he is a past president. He is Past Worshipful Master of Manitouwapa
Lodge No. 156 A.F. and A.M. at Moosehorn, and was the first
Worshipful Master of Harry Woods Lodge No. 164 A.F. and A.M. at
Lundar in 1952. He is also a Past Patron of Constellation Chapter No.
38 Order of the Eastern Star. At Gimli during his earlier years Bill took
an active part in English and I celandic plays, also in singing. He continued his interest in both at Lundar and was a member of the Lundar
Male Voice Choir. Their children: 1. Viola Ethel Joy Olson, born at
Gimli, married Frederick Power Mowat, of Gladstone, Man. Joy spent
four years living with her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Gudni
Thorsteinsson (in whose story, elsewhere in the book, more information
about her mother Violet will be found). During that period Joy attended
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school and studied piano under the able direction of her aunt Sylvia
Kardal. She attended Teachers' College in Winnipeg and taught school
for several years. She has been very active in musicals, and community
involvement. A t Gladstone she assists with music, school and church·
work. Power Mowat is a grain farmer at Gladstone, a 1951 graduate of
the University of Manitoba, with a Bachelor of Agriculture degree. He
is very active in the community and an avid curler. He is Past Worshipful Master of Gladstone Lodge No. 11 A.F. and A.M. They have three
children, Kevin, Violet Mae, and Jeffrey. Kevin graduated with a B.A.
degree from the U. of M. and is studying for his B.E. degree. He is a
pianist and singer, has served as cubmaster, is an official Red Cross
swimming instructor. Violet Mae completed her teacher training at
Brandon University and has taken an active part in community affairs,
music and art, figure skating, church work, and swimming. She served
as recreation director at Gladstone during the summer. Jeffrey is a student at William Morton Collegiate, Gladstone, and is active in all
sports. 2. Ingibjorg Lillian Olson, now married to Erikur Hogni Johnson, attended Teachers' College in Winnipeg and taught school for
several years. She is a Past Matron of Constellation Chapter No. 38
Order of the Eastern Star, and served as Grand Marshal one year. She
is very active in community and church work, and is the area coordinator for the Manitoba Safety Council, operating adult education
and recreation courses. She is active in the Lundar Agricultural Society. Eric is employed at the Lundar Bakery. He has served as president
of the Lutheran Church Council for many years and is Justice of Peace
for Lundar and district. He golfs and curls, is a past president of the
Lundar Elks Lodge, a member of the Grettir Amateur Athletic
Associa tion and a Past Worshipful Master of Harry Woods Lodge No.
164 A.F. and A.M. Their three daughters are: Violet Charlene who
attended Red River Community College and has worked as a medical
secretary at the School of Nursing, Winnipeg, and at the B.C. Cancer
Institute in Vancouver. I n high school she was editor of the yearbook.
Lillian Denise received her teacher's certificate from the Faculty of
Education, U. of Manitoba and was yearbook editor. Lori Lynn
attends school in Lundar, is active in 4-H Club work, baton, figure
skating and swimming. Eric Wayne Johnson, the youngest child, died at
the age of 7. 3. Mae Lenore Olson, married Carl MacGillivray of
Warren. She graduated from the Angus Commercial College and
works as a secretary at Warren Collegiate. She was active in music and
art. Carl is a grain farmer and also operates the C. & M. Sporting
Goods business which caters to the Interlake. He is active in all sports,
was a hockey referee for 17 years and is still serving as coach and
manager of the Warren team. He has been a president of the Warren
Recreation Centre for many years. He has driven a school bus for 20
years. Mae and Carl have 3 children: Teresa Lynn is attending the
Faculty of Physical Education at the U. of M., being placed on the
Dean's Honour Roll. She has always been active in all sports, won the
Warren award for Athlete of the Year for 3 years in succession, plus the
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Student of the Year award for accumulation of academic and school
service credits. She won the Warren Women's Institute bursary and
General Proficiency Medal awarded by the Interlake School Division.
She plays baseball with the Teulon Cougarettes. She played with the
Teulon Midgets when they won the provincial championship, and with
the Teulon Juveniles, provincial champions the following year. In track
and field she won a trophy for best performance, broke Zone 5 records
in all three of her events, and the current provincial record in primary
shot-put. She played basketball with the Zone 5 championship team
and was captain of the Warren team which won the consolation trophy
at the provincial B tournament. During the summer she is recreation
director for Warren. William Carl MacGillivray (Bill), on graduation
from Warren Collegiate received a plaque representing 1000 credits
based on outstanding achievement during four collegiate years in
academic, athletic, and school services .. He won several awards at the
Interlake regional track meet, for a variety of sports competitions, also
at the provincial level. Carla Mae MacGillivray attends Warren
Collegiate, is active in a number of extra-curricular activities, studies
the piano, and is a member of 4-H Club. 4. Victoria Hope Olson
married Daniel Joseph MacNeil from Florence, Nova Scotia. She
graduated from Teachers' College, Winnipeg. She was active in school,
church, and community work, and is now a member of the Fisher
Branch Women's Institute. Dan received his B.A. degree at St. Francis
Xavier University, Antigonish, N .S., and his B.E. degree at the U. of
M. He has taught at Lundar, Brandon, and was teacher and principal at
Inwood for 6 years and for the past 7 years has been principal of the
Fisher Branch Collegiate. He has served as president of the local board
of the Teachers' Society, president of the Chamber of Commerce, and
is an active promoter of community projects. They have four children:
Neil Olson MacNeill is an avid reader, enjoys swimming, wood working, and sports. Barry James MacNeill is active in all sports, enjoys art
and drawing. Theresa Grace MacNeill's hobbies are figure skating and
swimming. Blair Michael MacNeill, the youngest, enjoys swimming as
a hobby.

THE PAUL OLSON FAMILY
The parents of Paul Kristinn Olson, Sr., Gottskalk Sigfusson and
Holmfridur Jonatansdottir, came to Gimli in 1876 from Akureyri,
Iceland. They had three small daughters at that time - Palina, Anna,
and three year old Fridrikka. Their first home upon their arrival
from Pembina, North Dakota, by flatboat, was an Indian shack of logs
with a hay roof, located on Willow Point. That first winter saw the birth
and subsequent death of their first son in the smallpox epidemic which
struck the infant colony. Two other children lie in the Gottskalkson
family plot.
Paul was their next son, born January 30, 1878. When he was only
two weeks old the family joined a group of their neighbours in moving
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Palll and Margref Olson.

to Cavalier, North Dakota. The women and children rode in an ox-cart,
while the men walked all the way. They took up farming in the
sandhills. Though many soon returned to the lake country, Gottskalk
and his family remained for four years, after which they also returned.
They homesteaded a farm on Willow Point, where they lived for
fourteen years. Here Paul learned the arts of farming, fishing and hunting at a very early age. When Paul was fourteen he worked for a
Scottish couple on a farm in North Dakota, and as an old man still
recalled their kindness to him. Soon after this he went north for his first
fishing season, and during his lifetime fishing was his main occupational
interest. Long days were spent fishing from the sailboat and the men
worked far into the night packing the fish to be frozen with chipped ice
and sawdust. Whitefish was sold for a cent and a half a pound and the
men hired by the company received from $26 to $45 a month for their
work. The fish was taken by steamboat to Selkirk for shipment to the
United States. Many boats plied the lake at that time, including the
luxurious Premier which was destroyed in a tragic fire. Paul's brother
Tryggvi lost his life in that fire.
If tradition had been followed, Paul would have been named Paul
Gottskalkson, but due to the difficulty of pronunciation they began to
be called Olson, which name they later legalized.
During the winter the fishermen used dog teams for hauling fish.
Paul raised and trained many dogs. On a trip south from Warren's
Landing he raced with a team from the Hudson's Bay Post at Norway
House, outdistancing them all the way. The Bay men sought him out in
Gimli and persuaded him to sell them his dog team. As a result he sold
fourteen dogs in all to the Hudson's Bay Co. Some of his dogs were sold
to Sir Ernest Shackleton for his Antarctic expedition. Paul was always
proud to say Jack Dempsey became the owner of one of his dogs.
When Paul was a young man, he and his father bought land east of
Winnipegosis, where they established a cattle ranch. It was there that
Paul met and married Margret Gislason, who came there with her
family from Hecla Island. She was the daughter of Jon Gislason and
Fridrikka Oddsdottir, and was born March 3, 1885, at Brekka,
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Dyrafirdi, Isafjardarsysla, Iceland, and came to this country in 1887.
They had settled at first in Arnes, then Hecla Island, from where they
went to Winnipegosis. Stable Island, near there, was renamed Maggie's
Island after her.
Paul and Margret started their own ranch at Meadow Portage, on
the fertile grassland between Lake Winnipegosis and Lake Manitoba.
They sold their cattle during a period of ill health for Mr. Olson and
slumping prices of livestock prior to the First World War. Their first
two children were born here.
They returned to Gimli and resided there a few years before going
to Hecla Island, where they spent three years on the south-west side,
along with three other families. A flood, mosquitoes and lack of school
for the children forced them back to Gimli, where they bought a house
on First Avenue, and where they lived the rest of their lives.
Paul had two other brothers: Petur, who was killed in the Battle of
Amiens in the First World War, and Fridholm, who also wrested his
livelihood from the lake, and was a constant companion. He died at the
age of 52.
To Margret and Paul were born ten children: Olga, Pauline,
Edwin (who died at the age of seven months), Alma, Jona, Elin, Paul,
Roy (who died at the age of twenty-six years), Tryggvi and Margaret.
They also had a foster daughter Mabel, who was Paul's sister Anna's
daughter.
This is a short summary of the life of one Lake Winnipeg
fisherman. It will be recalled that he became a fisherman at a very early
age and spent most of his life fishing on the lake he loved so well. It is
well known by all experienced fishermen on Lake Winnipeg that the
mood can change very quickly from quiet waters to a raging storm that
can sweep everything before it in a few hours. The lake is treacherous
and dangerous unless you know it. Paul knew the lake and from it he
made his living, and as a result of this and the help of his wife, he was
able to bring up a large family. This gave him a deep satisfaction
because the time he spent with them between the fishing seasons was
brief. They all remember him for his kindness and consideration
towards them.
As a result of his vast experience on the lake, he was able to
instruct his sons, as well as many other young men, about fishing and
the hazards of the lake. Since he was away from Gimli for so much of
each year, he could not involve himself too deeply in the affairs of the
community. His community was the whole of Lake Winnipeg, with its
joys, sorrows, dangers and pleasures. To his wife, like most other
fishermen's wives, fell the responsibility of raising the children and
looking after the home. Her home was her castle. The sons, who served
their country in World War Two, carryon the tradition of their father
of honesty, hard work and hopeful enthusiasm for the fish business.
Paul kept working on the lake until he was seventy-eight years old. He
died at the age of 80 in 1958. Margret lived to age eighty-eight, passing
away in 1973.
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The Family of Paul and Margret Olson
1. Olga married Baldur N. Jonasson, son of Dr. Einar Jonasson,
noted pioneer homeopath. Baldur was the town clerk of Gimli for many
years, and active in the community. He was on the school board, and
secretary of the Unitarian Church, very active in all sports, the
Icelandic Celebration Committee, and the Gimli Old-Timers'
Association. He passed away in 1947. Olga was a member of the
Lutheran Ladies' Aid and choir.
They had five children: a) Margret Grace, who was a stenographer
at Winnipeg Electric, for 20 years, and passed away in 1966. b) Jonina
Pauline, who married Jack Kielback, a flying officer in the second war,
now manager of Macleods, for 20 years at Winkler, later at Swan River
and now Thunder Bay. They have three children, Bryan, Janet, and
Brenda. c) Norma Edith, a stenographer with City Hydro prior to her
marriage to Joseph Stefanik, who was in the dry cleaning business with
his father in Winnipeg, and' now in insurance. They have one son,
Joseph. d) Leon married Jean Kapusta, and they have three children,
Lori, Michael and Trevor. Leon works for B.A. Insurance. e) Gwen
married Ray Couture, and lived in Winnipeg until her death in 1973.
There are five children, Debbie and Danny, who are twins, Renee,
David and Jacqueline.
In 1955 Olga married again, to Arni Anderson, son of Arni
Vigfusson and Ingibjorg Gudmundsdottir, of Arborg. He was engineer
on a number of Lake Winnipeg boats, including the Keenora, Lady of
the Lake, and others.
2. Pauline married Al Luty, and is now widowed, living at
Portland, Oregon. They have three sons, Richard, David, and Stanley
all of whom are now married, and there are 12 grandchildren.
3. Edwin died at seven months.
4. Alma married the Rev. Bjarni Bjarnason, son of Rev. and Mrs.
Johann Bjarnason. They had two sons. (see Bjarnason). They moved to
the U.S. due to Rev. Bjarni's health, and they adopted the name of
Barnell. Rev. Barnell passed away in 1972.
5. Jonina Fredrikka (Jona) married Lawrence Benson, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Helgi Benson of Gimli. She sang in the Lutheran choir,
belonged to the Ladies' Aid and the Women's Institute. Lawrence
worked as a carpenter. They moved away in 1939 for one year in South
Porcupine, and then to Toronto till 1945, and then to Vancouver Island.
Lawrence was a construction foreman at Namu. They now live in
Vancouver. They have three sons: a) Lawrence Ralph married Audrey
May, worked in a bank, now is manager of a furniture and TV store in
Vancouver; two children, Laura Renee and Paul Christopher. b) John
Frederick married Fredelia Carpenter, works for Shell Oil and also is a
fisherman. They have four children: Yvette Lorraine, Jeanine,
Andriene Paula, and John Gregory. c) Kenneth Roy married Barbara
Fallon, Ken was a radio announcer and now is a carpenter.
6. Elin (Leo) married Eggert Bjarnason, brother of Rev. Bjarni, of
Gimli. They now live at Redlands, California, where she operates a
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florist shop. They have three daughters, Leona, Judy and Patty, all
married. Eggert was a bus driver in Winnipeg for 20 years, and now
works at carpentry.
7. Paul who learned to be a fisherman with his father, from 1933
on, married Margaret Paterson of Portage la Prairie, a school teacher
at Gimli. They have five children: Kenneth, working at Gimli; Karen,
working in Vancouver, following a year spent in Africa with a youth
corps; David, Robert and Kris at home.
Paul fished at Catfish Creek, Fox Island, Albert Point, Bushy
Point, and recalls the whitefish season of 1936 as being one of the most
disastrous in history, with fish companies going bankrupt. In 1938 he
got his own outfit. In 1941 he joined the Air Force as an airplane
mechanic, and was stationed in Yorkshire, England. The Olsons had a
fishing station on Berry Island for six years. In 1966 they opened
Dockside Fish, a family project which has grown through the years, and
includes an up-to-date fish processing plant, an agency of the
Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation, and a small retail store in
which they sell fish of many kinds. Paul was the first president of the
Manitoba Fishermen's Federation. During his term of office, they
obtained unemployment insurance for fishermen from coast to coast, a
fishermen's representative, and a rough fish removal program. During
1970- 71 Paul worked for the Department of Indian Affairs as instructor
manager of the South Indian Lake Co-Operative, and also at God's
Lake. He is a member of the Rotary Club. Margaret has been active in
the community, formerly a member of the Women's Institute, has been
Sunday School superintendent and teacher, member of the women's
group of the Lutheran Church, and the Hospital Auxiliary. She
managed the provincial government restaurant at Winnipeg Beach one
season. She served on the Gimli school board for several years.
8. Roy passed away in 1947, at Berry Island, aged 26.
9. Tryggvi (Ted), first went fishing at the age of 14, and has been a
fisherman most of his life. He has fished at Poplar Point Lake,
Warren's Landing, Black River, Horse Island. When trap net boats
were introduced, he built a trap net boat 42 feet long, the first in the
Gimli area. In the fall seasons he fished at Macbeth Point, and in the
summer at Warren's Landing. In 1971 he built a new 50 foot steel boat.
Ted served two years in the Second World War. He married
Alison Millar, a school teacher who studied at Queen's University,
Kingston, Ont., and the University of Manitoba, obtaining her
Pedagogy degree. Alison taught in Gimli for a time, and after that in
Winnipeg, where she specialized in music and English. She was at one
time music supervisor for Winnipeg schools. She now teaches at the
Gimli Composite High School, and has taught for 28 years. She is a
member of the Eastern Star, the Gimli Lutheran Women's Association,
the Hospital Auxiliary, and has played the organ and sung in the church
choir.
10. Margaret was a stenographer in Winnipeg. She married Dr. W.
A. McLachlan, a chiropractor in Selkirk. They have three children:

685

Rhonda, married to Larry Patzer, with one child; Grant; and Lisa.
They have recently built a winterized summer home in Gimli, for their
eventual retirement here.
II. There is also a foster daughter, Mabel, daughter of Paul Sr.'s
sister Anna, who married Ray Akin of Claremore, Oklahoma. Ray,
who was in the plumbing business, passed away in 1974.

FRIDHOLM OLSON FAMILY
Fridholm Olson was born in Gimli April 24, 1886, the youngest
child of Gottskalk Sigfusson and his wife Holmfridur Jonatansdottir
from Keflavik, Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland. They were pioneers in Gimli
in 1876.
Fridholm (Fred) married Jonina Olof Johnson, daughter of
Viglundur Jonsson and his wife Ingibjorg Jonsdottir. She was born in
Brandon, Man. July 18, 1893.
They lived for a few years in North Battleford, Sask., where he
worked as a carpenter. The rest of their lives they lived at Gimli, where
he was a commercial fisherman. They had five children: Humphrey
Leonard, Laura Sigridur, Peter Alexander, Svava Jonina, and Florence
Stefania.
Humphrey married Inga Anderson, daughter of Andrew and
Gudrun Anderson of Poplar Park, Man. (Libau). They lived for awhile
at Poplar Park and since then, at Gimli, where Humphrey worked as a
fisherman, and now operates the Olson Fish Market. He is a talented
piano player. Inga works at the Betel Home. They have two children:
Leonard Humphrey has worked for Manitoba Hydro in Winnipeg
for 19 years. He married Bernadette Rostek of Camp Morton, and
they have seven children, Dennis, Leonard, Russell Frederick, Donna,
Lorna, Karen, Christopher, and Kenneth.
Sharon became a hairdresser, and married Paul Kumps, an upholsterer, from Winnipeg. They lived in Winnipeg for 12 years, and
moved to Gimli in 1970. They have five children, Vicki, Paula, Robert,
Cameron, and Lisa.
Laura Olson married Edward William Moxley of Winnipeg, a
mechanic. They moved to Gimli in 1942. Edward Moxley served in the
Air Force for three years. They had one child, James Edward, Laura
passed away in 1955, aged 39. Her husband and son now live in Vancouver.
Peter Olson served in the armed forces overseas for three years
during World War Two. He was wounded with shrapnel during that
time. He married Patricia Morrison, from Deloraine, Man. in 1946.
She is a registered nurse who took her training at Brandon, Man. has
worked at Brandon, and was Director of Nursing at Altona and Birch
River before coming to Gimli, where she worked at the Johnson
Memorial Hospital for seven years, and is now a nurse at the Betel
Home. Peter learned the meat cutting trade in Winnipeg from Ralph
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Holm, and has worked at it in the various places in which they lived, including the Gimli Tomboy Store and now Tip Top Clover Farm Store.
They have three children, James, who received his B.Sc. and MSc.
in Agriculture at the University of Manitoba, and is now working for
the Banting and Best Institute in Toronto, while working towards his
Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. He is married to Patricia Pee,
an audiologist at the School for the Deaf at Milton, Ont. She is the
daughter of a professor at the University of Singapore, who was a
general in the army of General Chiang Kai Shek. They come from
Taiwan.
Susan is married to Captain Wayne Chamberlain of the Canadian
armed forces in Winnipeg. They have a son, Christopher Duncan.
Shirley works for Investors' Syndicate in Winnipeg, and is married
to Brian Shirtliffe, who is completing his B.Sc. in Agriculture.
Mrs. Peter Olson's youngest brother is General Lloyd Morrison,
head of communications in Ottawa, and an aide to the Hon. James
Richardson.
Svava Olson married Jacob Thorsteinson, who was a fisherman,
and is now employed by Gimli Air Service. They had one adopted
daughter, Gail. Svava passed away in 1972.
Florence Olson married Abe Sawatsky, a postman. They live in
Selkirk, and have four children, Linda, Gerald, Fred, and Jack.
Two brothers of Mrs. Humphrey Olson live in Gimli, William
(Bill) who is retired due to poor health, and Emil (Bud) who works for
the Parks Board.
Fridholm Olson passed away in 1939, and Holmfridur in 1965.

THE LAST SURVIVOR OF THE FIRST SETTLERS
The last surviving member of the first group of Icelandic pioneers
who settled at Gimli died on Feb. 8, 1954 in Winnipeg.
Mrs. Gislina Olson, 86, was among the group of Icelanders who
landed at Willow Point on October 21, 1875.
The first year of her life in Canada was spent at Kinmount, Ontario, after which she came to Gimli with her family.
When she was 18, she married Gudmundur Olson, and they moved
to Glenboro, Man. Shortly after, they returned to Gimli. From 1914 to
1923 they lived in Selkirk, Man.
Mrs. Olson did a great deal of community nursing. Her husband
built Gimli's first two churches, the town hall, and most of the main
stores, and did most of the work on the dock. He passed away in 1945.
Mr. and Mrs. Olson had four daughters, Mrs. Ella Benson, Mrs.
Gudrun Anderson, Mrs. Carrie Paulson, Mrs. Laura Webb; two sons,
Frank and Arthur of Selkirk, 18 grandchildren, and 25 great
grandchildren.
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THE PETERSON FAMILY OF HOFN
One of the outstanding pioneers of New Iceland was Bjarni Bjarnason, born about 1813 at Sjavarborg (Sea Fort) in Skagafjord,
Iceland, whose wife, Margret Thorkelsdottir, was a sister of Dr. Jon
Thorkelsson, rector of the Latin School (Jr. College) of Reykjavik, a
writer.
He came with his family to New Iceland in 1876, but left behind
one son, Dr. Thorkell Bjarnasson, who became a noted theologian,
member of parliament and historian. Bjarni Bjarnason took the
homestead of Hofn (Haven) north of Gimli. He had been a parish director (reeve) in Iceland, and now became a member of the first colony
government for the Arnes district. He was also one of the first
homeopathic doctors of the settlement and considered very successful in
his practice. He was drowned with his son Sigurdur in Lake Winnipeg
on Nov. 12, 1878.
His daughter Sigurbjorg, born June 15, 1860 at Sjavarborg, came
with the family in 1876. On Aug. 19, 1882, she married Petur
Gudlaugsson Buch from Kvistarholl in Sudor-Thingeyjarsyala (South
Thingey County), the officiating clergyman being the Rev. Halldor
Briem, New Iceland pastor and an editor of Framfari. After a five-year
stay in Winnipeg they made Gimli their permanent home. He died
March 10, 1919, and she died March 4, 1930.
Sigurbjorg was an indefatigable worker for the Lutheran Church, a
charter member of the Ladies' Aid (Framsokn), in which she held
various offices from president down, and was in the front rank of every
undertaking of the church for almost half a century.
Two of their nine children died in childhood. Those who reached
adult age followed the Icelandic custom of taking their father's Christian name Petur (Peter) as surname; Petursson, or Peterson.
A second lake disaster struck this family when the eldest son
Joseph and his young bride Margret (Goodman), and a daughter,
Sigridur, were drowned in Lake Winnipeg on August 10, 1916, together
with Herbert and Alfred Bristow, when the five young people were out
on a berry-picking expedition to the east side of the lake and were
caught in a storm.

Sigllrbiorg alld Pellir Glidiallgssoll
Buch.
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Peter G. Buch is said to have had a strong bent for music, though
pioneer conditions prevented him from developing this talent.
The seven children who reached adult age were:
1. Maria Lovisa (Louise), married to Gudmundur E. Solmundson.
(See the Solmundson Family).
2. Joseph, a fisherman. Drowned in his early 20s with his bride of
three months, Margret Goodman (sister of Mrs. Dennis Lee) August
10, 1916.
3. Gudlaugur Theodore (Dori). A life-long resident of Gimli, who
spent many years as a commercial fisherman on Lake Winnipeg.
Married to Jonasina (lona) Arason. Died at Johnson Memorial
Hospital in Gimli March 28, 1973, after a lengthy illness, at the age of
82.
4. Sigridur Octavia married to Jon Einarson, son of Einar and his
wife Gudbjorg (brother of Gudmundur F. Einarson and Kristinn Einarson). Sigridur was drowned August 10, 1916 with her brother, leaving
her husband and a daughter Gudbjorg (Tootsie) aged about four. Jon
Einarson died not long after, and their daughter was brought up by
relatives, various families taking her for periods of time. She married
Gudmundur Bjorgvin (generally known as Lilli or Bill) Bjarnason,
born Dec. 31, 1904, son of Mr. and Mrs. Olafur Bjarnason, a fisherman. On Oct. 30, 1930, he perished in the explosion of the Magnus, a
tragic accident that occurred just off shore at Gimli, in full view of people on land and claimed two lives. He left, besides his parents, brothers
and sisters, his young bride and baby son, Jon Sigrid (known as Donnie), born Jan. 10, 1929, who was mainly brought up by his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Bjarnason.
Tootsie Bjarnason later married Hope Forester, of Winnipeg
Beach. They separated. She went to the Pacific Coast, where she died
some years later.
5. Karin Adalheidur who married Walter John Wilkinson. (See the
Wilkinson Family).
6. Bjarni Sigurjon, a fishermah on Lake Winnipeg. He married
Ingibjorg Ethel, daughter of Kristjan and Jonina Thorsteinsson of
Gimli (sister of Kristjan Thorsteinson, captain of the Bradbury). After
his death she moved to the west coast, and years later married Fred
Lanctot. She died in 1973.
7. Petur Leopold, married Sigurbjorg Valdina Kristjanson,
daughter of Sigurdur Th. Kristjanson and his wife Sigurbjorg. (Sister of
Hannes and Ted Kristjanson of Gimli). Like his brothers, he was a
fisherman as well as a carpenter. They had two children: Allan Joseph,
fisherman, painter, and· carpenter. Active in hockey, member of the
Gimli Kinsmen Club. Unmarried. Died suddenly at his home in Gimli
Nov. 10, 1963, aged 35. Lorraine married Charles Arnason of Gimli,
who live on the Arnason farm, Espiholl, southwest of Gimli. They have
five children, Charlene, Peter, Bonnie, Charles, and Linda. Petur Peterson died in 1948, and his wife Valdina died Jan. 5, 1972, at the Johnson
Memorial Hospital, aged 65.
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THE PETERSON FAMILY
Petur Gudmundson was born in Hunavatnssysla, Iceland, in 1866,
while his wife Sigridur Thorsteinsdottir was born in Rangarvallasysla in
1870. They came to Canada in 1900 and settled in Gimli. Petur had
been a fisherman in Iceland, and shortly after coming to Gimli he
started fishing on Lake Winnipeg. He died in 1918 and Sigridur died in
1934. They had a family of three sons and three daughters. The sons
were fishermen, and operated fishing stations at Black Bear and Spider
Islands until 1969. They operated on Lake Winnipeg as the Peterson
Brothers. The family consists of:
1. Gudmundur Peterson, born in Iceland, is married to Rose Sigurdur, and has a daughter from a previous marriage. She is Helga Olavia,
married to Ronald P. Malis, the son of Selkirk's mayor, Frank Malis.
He obtained a degree in Civil Engineering from the University of
Manitoba, and is now Director of the Prairie Region of National Parks
of Canada, with an office in Winnipeg. Helga attended the University
of Saskatchewan at Saskatoon, taking two years of a course in nursing.
She then worked for a time at the Winnipeg Clinic, until her marriage.
Helga and Ron have six children, all of school age, namely: Denise, Vivian, Blair, Maureen, John, and Marilyn. (Gudmundur was a charter
member of the Kinsmen Club, a long-time member of the Icelandic
Library, and belongs to the Icelandic National League. He is an active
member of the Lutheran Church.)
Sigurdur Peterson, born in Gimli, married Lauga Brandson. They
have six children: 1. Lucille, married to Ian Lane, a truck driver in
Calgary. There are no children. 2. Mickey who is married to Don Shaw,
an insurance adjuster for the city of Edmonton. He is the son of the late
Dr. Frank Shaw, who practised medicine in Gimli for many years, and
his wife Hilda Gislason. Mickey and Don have four daughters and one
son, namely, Dawn, Louise, Dianne, Colleen, and Kevin. 3. Gordon,
married to Joyce Dacrichuk, lives in Winnipeg, where he works for the
federal government, in the Department of Transport. They have one
son, Cameron. 4. Karen is married to John T. Smith, who is with the
armed forces and stationed at Edmonton. They have one daughter and
three sons, Lucille, Glen, Curtis, and Robert. 5. Robert, whose wife was
Raylene Snow, is a school teacher at Morris, Manitoba. They have one
daughter, Tanis, and a son, Kristjan. 6. Valerie, who is attending the
University of Manitoba, has a degree in physical education, (B.P.E.)
She is now taking a certification year in Education.
Olavia married Captain John C. Hokanson, who was a captain on
Lake Winnipeg for anum ber of years. They have four children: 1. Raymond is married to Helen Dick, and they have ten children. He is a
carpenter and works in Selkirk. 2. Lois Hokanson, M.D. married
Michael Yaremko, who passed away three years ago. There are three
children, John, Lisa, and Susan. Lois practised medicine in various
places in Manitoba, then specialized in psychiatry. At the present time
she is a psychiatrist in Gailsburg, Illinois. 3. Joan married Nester Mendryk, owner and operator of Selkirk Music Systems. Their two children
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are Barbara and Peter. Joan has worked for the bank of Montreal for
many years, and is now assistant manager at one of the branches of the
bank in Winnipeg. Joan, like her mother Olavia before her, is a past
Matron of Selkirk Chapter No. 35, Order of the Eastern Star. 4. Gail,
is married to Dick Piasecki, a bank manager in a Winnipeg branch of
the Bank of Montreal. Their two sons are Dean and Paul.
Mickey Peterson married Dr. A. B. Ingimundson, a dentist practising in Gimli. Their son, Ross, is married to Carol Huddlestone. They
live in Winnipeg, where he works for the Greater Winnipeg Gas Company. They have two boys, Richard and Ryan, and a girl, Tanis. Dr.
Ingimundson (Gus), has in the past been very active in the community.
He has been president of the Chamber of Commerce and has worked on
the skating rink and curling club committees. Besides, he has served on
the Town Council, the school board, and the parks board. Mickey was
for a number of years a member of the Women's Institute, holding the
office of treasurer for three years. She was a member of the Dorcas
society when it was active, and has worked for the Lutheran Church.
Victoria married Jack R. King, who works for McGavin Toastmaster Bread Co. in Winnipeg. Their son David is a dentist in Portage
la Prairie and is married to Karen Browning.
Ha/ldor Peterson married Elizabeth Cook, who passed away in
1968. They had three children: I. Jeanette, married to William
McNamie who works for Canadian Industries Ltd., in Winnipeg;
Jeanette works for Canada Permanent Trust Co., They have no
children. 2. Gary, married to Isabelle Morton, works for Canadian Industries, Ltd. in Winnipeg. They have a young son, Patrick Gudmundur. 3. Mary lives with her sister Jeanette in Winnipeg while studying
music at the University of Manitoba. She is a very talented singer and
pianist, and is a member of the Hymn Sing chorus on Television.
Residents of Gimli have had the great pleasure of hearing her, for she
has often entertained at various functions. Halldor was a member of the
Kinsmen Club and also is a member of Viking Lodge No. 175, A.F. and
A.M. Gimli.

THE PETURSON (PETERSON) FAMILY OF GIMSAR
Petur Gudmundsson (Goodman) and his wife Ingibjorg both arrived from Iceland around 1890. They were married in Winnipeg and
went on to Gimli shortly afterwards, first settling on their pioneer
homestead of Gimsar north of Gimli near Maeri and later moving into
the village of Gimli. Ingibjorg passed away in 1935 and Petur in 1937.
Petur, born in 1857, and Kristjan, father of the Rev. Albert and of
Hannes Kristjanson, of Gimli, were brothers, sons of Gudml:lndur
Thordarson of Holl on Tjornes, and his wife Gudrun Jonsdottir from
Prestholar, Ingibjorg, born in 1861, was the daughter of Bjorn
Bjornsson of Ytri-Hlid in Vopnafjordur, and his wife Herborg Jonsdottir, who also emigrated to Canada shortly after 1890. Herborg, born
1829, died at Betel in Gimli in 1918.
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Petur and Ingibjorg had three sons and a daughter. The eldest, (1)
Bjorn Peturson, was born in Winnipeg in 1894. He attended high school
in Gimli, received his teaching certificate in Winnipeg and taught
school for several years before entering the Manitoba Agricultural
College to obtain his B.S.A. He received his Master of Science in
Agriculture and his Ph.D. degrees from the University of Manitoba. He
became a valuable member of a team of scientists as a plant pathologist
at the Canada Department of Agriculture, situated on the campus at
Fort Garry. Upon retirement, he spent the past 21/2 years with the Plant
Science department of the University of Manitoba, doing research
work and as a lecturer.
Bjorn served in the Canadian Navy during the first World War. He
married Gudny Kristin Markusson, daughter of the late Gudmundur
and Ingibjorg Markusson of Arborg. They reside in Fort Garry.
(2) Baldur Peterson was born in the R.M. of Gimli in 1896. He
chose to become a fisherman and later was a plumber at C.F.B. Gimli,
where he served for 21 years. In his later years, he was a member of the
last Gimli school board. He and his wife Jenny were active members of
the Gimli Chapter of the Icelandic National League and the Gimli
Icelandic Library, of which he was librarian for some years. They were
married in 1935. Jenny Hernitsdottir Kristofersson came from
Myvatnssveit, Iceland. Her mother, Thora Sigurdardottir, was from
Laxardalur, Iceland. Baldur and Jenny lived in Gimli until Baldur's
death, when Jenny went to spend her last years with her brother, Joe
Christopherson at Baldur, Man.
3. Thorarinn Herbert Peterson was born at Gimli in 1902. He lived
in and around Gimli all his life, dying in 1943. He married Helga
Halldorson, who was born in Akra, N.D. in 1897. She makes her home
at Camp Morton since his death. They had four children: (a) Lillian,
Mrs. George Dann of Camp Morton, with six children; (b) Herbert,
who married Louise Marks of Camp Morton. They have two
daughters, and reside at Gimli, where Herbert is a plumber at the Industrial Park. He is a volunteer fireman and they are both active
members of St. Michael's R.C. Church. Their daughter Cheryl is
married to Ray Mymrik, who works at Saunders Aircraft, and they
have a daughter, Tabitha. Their other daughter, Charlene, is still at
home.
(c) Gwendolyne, Mrs. Nick Shankorik, lives at Kenora, Ont. They have
a son and a daughter.
(d) Baldur and his wife, the former Julia Banera, of Camp Morton,
make their home in Winnipeg and have three children.
(4) Margaret Herborg became Mrs. Claude Munson. She was a
school teacher, teaching in various communities in Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, the longest period being in Fort Garry. When she retired
from teaching she moved to Victoria, B.C. to be near her daughter,
Carrol and her husband Ernest Cormack. Carrol and Ernie have one
daughter, Evelyn Rae.
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THE PIOTROWSKI FAMILY
Mikael and Kornelia Piotrowski (now Petrowski) have lived in the
Gimli area since 1930. Mr. Piotrowski came to Canada from Blazowa,
Poland in 1928, and worked on farms at harvesting, and in the city
bricklaying and building chimneys, until he could send for his wife and
their two small children, Eddie, 3 1/2, and Donna, 2. When they arrived,
they stayed in Winnipeg until October, 1930, and when work was not
available during those hard times, they decided to move to the farm of
friends near Gimli. Mr. Piotrowski spent the winter cutting cordwood
in return for the rent of a small house. He received fifty cents a cord for
wood, and 75 cents a day for building brick chimneys for his neighbours
in the summer.
The following summer they moved into the Sts. Cyrilly and
Methodius Churchyard in the Felsendorf district, where several other
families were Ii ving, and they looked after the needs of the parish priest
and the church in return for the privilege of living there. They lived
there for four years, with Mr. Piotrowski still earning his living by cutting cordwood, going harvesting, and building chimneys. By then he
was selling wood for a dollar a cord, but had to pay half of that to the
owner of the land, and he cut a cord or a little more each day. People in
the early thirties helped each other out, and those who had a little more
than the others, hired them to help with the work. In time, the poorer
families would acquire a few chickens, a cow and calf, in return for
working, and would gradually build up a small herd of cattle.
When Mrs. Piotrowski received a small sum of money from the
will of an aunt, they bought a 40-acre farm covered with bush and large
trees, which the family gradually cleared with axe, pick and shovel first
for a garden and grain for their livestock. They threshed their grain by
hand with sticks and simple implements, some of which they had
brought from Poland. At first they lived in a small shanty, but later
were able to build a larger house, and a barn for the animals.
Mrs. Piotrowski had always been used to hard work, as her mother
died when she was 21/2, and her stepmother died young also. She was left
to help look after the younger children in the family. On their little farm
she looked after a large garden, and picked berries, and the vegetables
to sell in town.
It was not until the late 1940s and early 1950s that the futu re
looked brighter for the family. The children were now old enough to
help with the farm work, and modern machinery made the work easier.
In the fall of 1963, Mr. and Mrs. Piotrowski retired from farming,
and moved into their own home on their son John's farm. They continued growing their own vegetables after retirement.
They have three daughters and five sons. Three of their sons, Eddie, John, and Edwin still live in the Gimli district. Eddie, who married
Rose Yourchenko of Gimli, farms and also works at the Gimli Industrial Park. They have four children, Edward, Brent, Kimberly, and
Melissa.
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John married Pat Wach of Fraserwood. He also farms, drives a
school bus, and has worked as icemaker at the Gimli Curling Club. His
wife Pat, who has been a talented member of the Gimli Art Club, took
time off to attend the Gimli Composite High School as an adult student
to complete her grades ten and eleven, and is now employed at Gimli
Transfer office. She has now also rejoined the Art Club. They have two
children, Joan and Kenneth.
Edwin, who operates a stucco, plastering, and house-moving
business, married Myrna Benediktson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Helgi
Benediktson, of Gimli. They have four children, Elaine, Joey, Danny,
and Richard.
Stanley lives in Winnipeg, and is a librarian and school teacher in
Selkirk Comprehensive High School. He has several university degrees,
is married with two children.
Ted is a miner at Thompson, Man., married with two children.
The th ree daughters all reside in the United States. Donna, the
oldest, is married to Ken Mason, and they and their four children live in
California, as does Emily, married to Tom Berry, with two daughters.
Bernice is married to Kjell Lie of Bellingham, Washington, and they
ha ve two daughters.
Mikael Piotrowski was born in 1900 and died in 1970. Mrs.
Piotrowski was born in 190 I, and still lives in her own home next to her
son John, and enjoys good health. She grows her own vegetables and
has a beautiful flower garden. She went back to visit her homeland,
Poland, in 1957 for three months. She has visited her daughters in
California several times, and has toured other parts of the United
States.
The family has adopted the spelling "Petrowski", since their
school days, conforming more to the Canadian pronunciation.

THE JOHN PISTAWKA FAMILY
Two families from Poland who arrived in the Fraserwood area in
the early 1900s, were the predecessors of Mr. and Mrs. John Pistawka.
Michael Pistawka and Jessie Dwornik, both from the small village of
Senawa, Poland, arrived on the same boat and were married a year
later at Teulon, Man. They moved to a new homestead in the
Fraserwood district, across the road from that of the Kuz family.
In 1901, Michael Kuz had left his homeland for a different life, at
the age of 19, along with 30 other families from two small towns in
Poland, Kotuka and Bodnarinka. Little did he know that his future
wife, Molly Paziuk, was also among the group of immigrants looking
for a better life.
Michael's parents, John Kuz and his wife Paraska Gonz, came
with their son, and took up a homestead near Fraserwood, about seven
miles northwest of Gimli. A year later, Michael and Molly were
married, and began the tedious work of clearing land. They had a mixed
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farm, cut cordwood, and logs for their own house, which still stands,
now used as a storage pen, and made a road. The work was shared by
the entire Kuz family. Michael and Molly had two sons and three
daughters, John, Tony, Mary, Lena, and Helen.
Michael and Jessie Pistawka, living on the same section, had a son
John. On Feb. 2, 1925, John Pistawka and Helen Kuz were married in
the Roman Catholic Church in Meleb. Helen received 32 acres of land
from her family, and together they bought another quarter section,
settling in between their parents' farms.
They had a hard start, clearing the land with horses, setting up
their farm and garden, hauling water, and the thousand and one tasks to
be done. They had four daughters, Jean, Angela, Betty and Mary.
[n addition to working the farm, John also worked for seven years
at the Fraserwood mill. He was secretary of the Fraserwood Community Hall, for many years, and took an active part in all community activities.

In 1948 the Pistawka family left the farm, and bought a grocery
store at Centre St. and Fifth A venue, which they operated until they
sold it in 1955. They then took up their final residence at 79 6th Avenue
at Centre Street. John worked in the Gimli Hotel, where he continued
until his retirement due to poor health. He passed away in 1971.
Mrs. Pistawka now lives alone in her lovely home, looking after
her garden. She says that her life is in Gimli, and though she likes to
visit other places, she always likes to return home.
Jean married Norman Paracholski, who has a business in Winnipeg. They have two sons, Bruce and Randall.
Angela married Melvin Johnson, a bank manager for The Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce, and a native of Riverton. They have
lived in various places, including Gimli, Winnipeg, Edmonton, Brandon, the Bahamas, and are now in Toronto. During their stay in the
Bahamas, their two children, Sandra and Mark, were born.
Betty, who works as a secretary, married Jim Green, a member of
the armed forces, and they live in Winnipeg.
Mary married Dennis Thomas of Winnipeg. Before her marriage
and for some years after, she taught high school in Winnipeg. They now
live in Vancouver, and they have two children.
Helen Pistawka, in reminiscing about her earlier life, told how
busy they were on the farm. She made all the clothing for her four
daughters, as well as sewing for neighbours who were not able to sew
themselves. Times were sometimes quite hard. "There were times when
[ had to debate whether to buy coal oil or sugar, as there was not
enough money for both. But my mother came to my aid, as she bought
coal oil to share and I bought sugar to share," she said.
She has always worked devotedly for the Catholic Church, has
been a member of the Catholic Women's League for years, and is also a
member of the Gimli Hospital Auxiliary.
695

MICHAEL ROJESKI, M.L.A.
Michael Rojeski was one of the first Polish settlers to come to the
area west of Gimli in the late 1800's. He was 13, in 1899, when he came
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Rojeski. They arrived by boat
on Lake Winnipeg, and homesteaded on the gravel ridge about four
miles west and a mile north of Gimli.
Michael had received education in Austria, and did not attend
school in Canada. However, he had a brilliant mind, and learned
English on his own. He became a leader among his people, as well as an
avid reader and a Member of the Legislative Assembly, also Reeve of
the R. M. of Gimli. He was like a lawyer for the Polish settlers in the
entire area, who flocked to his home for advice and assistance with
their problems.
He homesteaded a quarter section adjoining that of his parents,
and at the age of 19, married 19-year-old Maria Kuchalowski of Pleasant Home, a Polish settlement west of Winnipeg Beach. His son Frank
says of him that he was never really a farmer, but a politician and an intellectual. It was Maria and the children who kept the farm going while
Michael was busy with community affairs and bookwork. She raised a
large garden and during the summer peddled vegetables in Gimli, where
she learned to speak English from her regular Icelandic customers. The
children worked along with her, and tended the cattle in the fields. The
gravel ridge which the first settlers had chosen to homestead because all
the lower land between it and Gimli was swampy and often overflowing
with water, grew good crops despite the gravel, until later years when
drainage made the low land arable and dried out the ridge.
Michael Rojeski was elected Reeve of the R.M. of Gimli in 1908,
and held that office until 1912, during a period in which boundaries
were changing, dividing the municipality into Gimli and Bifrost, and at
the time when the Village of Gimli separated from the rural municipalitv.
During this period Mr. Rojeski was an active member of the
Liberal party, and an organizer in this area. He was elected to the
Manitoba Legislature in 1922, as a Liberal, and held the office for five
years. He ran as a Liberal Progressive and was defeated. He did not try
again but remained actively interested in politics. He changed his party
twice, first supporting the C.C.F. party in the days of J. S. Woodsworth
and M. J. Coldwell, then changed to the Progressive Conservative party
under the leadership of John Diefenbaker, whom he greatly admired
Mr. Rojeski was one of the founders and builders of Felsendorf school,
and he donated part of the ridge farm for a cemetery for St. Cyrilly and
St. Methodius Roman Catholic Church, of which his father had been
one of the founders. This church already had a small cemetery south
east of the church, in which many Polish and German pioneers are laid
to rest. The cemetery west and north of the church, donated by Mr.
Rojeski contained mainly Ukrainian people, but he was laid to rest
there in the family plot. This strong-minded man in later years was
offended in some way by the church, and from that time it was his wife
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Mr. and Mrs. Michacl Rojcski at their
golden ,,'('(Iding.

Maria who supported the church and raised her children in its care. She
was a home-loving person and it is in great measure due to her devotion
to the home that Michael was able to give so much of his time and
attention to public affairs and the needs of his neighbours. Many times
he would give of their hard-earned money to help some needy person
whose plight was more desperate than their own.
This self-educated man was a fluent speaker at meetings,
something which he enjoyed to his final years. He was able and willing
to help his grandchildren with their school work, when they brought
their problems to him. He passed away October 26, 1965, at the age of
81 years. His wife Maria passed away two years later.
They had eight children. John, the eldest son, passed away in 1928.
Jessie, Mrs. Joe Kusiak, and Walter, passed away in 1971. Walter, who
was unmarried and ran the home farm, was secretary of the Farmers'
Union for 17 years. Still living are Nellie, Mrs. Paul Nitczyk, Pauline,
Mrs. Nick Okrainec, Helen Roy, and two sons, Martin and Frank.
There are 10 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. Frank still
farms with his son Eddie in the Lilac district not far from the home district, while Martin lives in Gimli and works at the Selkirk Fishery during the fishing seasons. He has a farm in the Willow Creek district seven
miles west of Gimli, where his son John now lives.

MARTIN ROJESKI FAMILY
Martin Rojeski, son of Michael Rojeski, M.L.A., and grandson of
Martin Rojeski, pioneer homesteader in the Felsendorf area west of
Gimli, married Katherine Woytowich of the Wil10w Creek district.
After spending their first year of marriage on the family homestead,
they moved into Gimli, building a bungalow on Second Avenue. Martin
worked for Gunnar Johnson as a drayman.
In 1947 they bought a farm seven miles west of Gimli, in the
Wil10w Creek district, and moved there. Martin was appointed
Secretary-Treasurer of Willow Creek School District almost
immediately. They lived on the farm, building a new modern home,
until the 1960s, when they bought a home in Gimli on Fourth A venue.
For a few years they lived on the farm in summer and in town in winter.
Both were employed at the B.C. Packers fish plant. They now have a
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new home in town, and their younger son John operates the family
farm, as well as being employed at Calverts. Martin and Katie are now
retired, but for a year or so after B.C. Packers closed, they commuted
to Selkirk during the fishing seasons, to work at the Selkirk fish plant.
Their children:
Florence is married to Jack Sanders, and they live at Kamloops,
B.C. and have five children, Charlotte, Deryl, Patricia, Twila, and
Kevin.
Lillian is Mrs. Donald Dagdick of Winnipeg, and they have three
daughters, Darlene, Karen, and Debbie.
Kenneth, who spent eleven years in the Canadian Navy, is married
to Marilyn Barnaby of Halifax. They have three sons, Darrell, Glenn,
and Kevin. Ken has, since his discharge from the Navy, worked in
Gimli, and then as radio operator for the Department of Transport at
Fort Smith, N.W.T. for three years. They are now planning to go into
business in Nova Scotia.
John married Audrey Paluk of Komarno. They have two children,
Kim and Shelley.
Frank Rojeski, Martin's brother, farms west of Gimli with his son
Edward, who married Elsie Wilgosh of Winnipeg in 1974. Frank is
married to Millie Turcan.
Their daughter Mary Anne is married to Christopher Rankin, son
of Fred and Margaret Rankin of Gimli. Their daughter Elizabeth is
married to Robert Nieman.

MR. AND MRS. JOHN ROTH
In 1928, John Roth came to Gimli to open a shoemaker shop, and
from that time until his death in 1971 he was busily employed repairing
shoes for almost the entire eastern Interlake. Indeed, it was impossible
for him to keep up with all the shoe repair business that came his way,
so he was forced to turn some people away, and adopt the privilege of
repairing shoes for those whom he wished to serve. In later years, he
added a retail shoe shop to his business, and sold a good selection of
shoes, something very scarce in a rural community, and therefore well
pat ronized.
The family history of the Roths was preserved for many
generations in a "Golden Book", in which annually the members of the
family would record for posterity the important happenings of that
year. Therefore, John was well versed in his ancestry. He feared that the
book may have been lost since the last world war, when his people had
to flee back to Germany from Poland.
The earliest records show them to have been residents of
Rhineland, the cradle of ancient European civilization. In the time of
the Emperor Joseph the II, in 1779, parts of Poland were taken over by
the Empire, and German tradesmen were sent to the southeastern
section of Poland, which was then a wild and undeveloped country.
They went down to the river by horse carts, and then by boat to their
new homes, and the Roth family was settled at Bruckenthal, then part
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of Austria, and now Poland. They found it very hard at first to become
accustomed to the new land, but they gradually adapted themselves and
continued their time-honoured trades of shoemaking, blacksmithing,
tailoring, etc. John, who had no brothers, but two sisters, carried on the
shoemaking trade, learning it from his father.
John had completed public school and taken one year of lessons
from a tutor in preparation for higher education, when the first World
War put an end to his education. In 1918 he was old enough to be
drafted, but the war was over before he was ready for service. Later on
he spent two years in compulsory service in the Polish army.
John Roth was linked with John C. Gottfried, M.L.A. and Premier
Ed Schreyer through inter-marriages.
When he came to Canada in 1928, he worked first in the harvest
fields at Reston and Melita. The following year he discovered Gimli, an
active and growing town by the lake, so he packed his belongings into
two suitcases and with almost his last $20.00 bought a few tools, some
pieces of leather, and other findings for shoe repair, and rented a tiny
building on First Avenue for $6 a month.
At first he lived in half of the miniature shop, making his own
meals. As business developed, he bought his present combined shop and
home, which had formerly been a carpenter shop. He then married
Caroline Fraser on Nov. 20, 1932. She had been living with her
widowed mother on a small farm where the'industrial park now stands.
John's business grew and thrived, and he added much equipment to
his shoe repair business. It was his habit to work far into the night,
when he could be undisturbed by customers. At other times, he spent
many hours reading learned books in many languages, German, Polish,
English. He was a man who liked to keep abreast of everything that
went on in the outside world, and a deep thinker. He liked nothing
better than to have someone with similar interests drop into his crowded
little shop, which was redolent of the smell of leather, who had time to
enter into a discussion with him.
He enjoyed good literature, and preferred such reading as "The
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire," to anything lighter. Had he
been born into a different way of life, he might have become a writer
himself, and in his youth, he followed an urge to write verse, and put his
thoughts on paper in letters to his friends.
Mr. and Mrs. Roth had three daughters, all of whom married and
moved away. Two of them, Jean and Rosamund, married brothers,
Charles and Helgi Reykdal from Winnipeg Beach. Both of their
husbands have since died accidentally, and both re-married. Jean and
Charles Reykdal had five children: Barry, who spent a great deal of
time at the home of his grandparents, and is now married to Debbie
Jarheim, and they have one daughter, Shaughnessy, and live in
Winnipeg; twins, Joyce and John, who were adopted by Jean's aunt and
uncle, Sophie and Percy Cooper, when their father drowned
accidentally; and twins Arlene and Darlene, who remained with their
mother. Arlene is married to Ed Reichert of Gimli. They have one son,
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Kurt. Darlene is married to Peter Bobbie of Gimli. They live in
Winnipeg, and have a son Peter and daughter Tisha.
Jean re-married to Ray Dielschneider, who is in the taxi business,
first in Gimli and now in Winnipeg. They have three children, Donna,
Cheryl, and Raymond.
Rosamund Roth married Helgi Reykdal, and they lived at
Estevan, Sask. and had four children. Following Helgi's death
Rosamund came to live in Gimli with her family. Their children are:
Rodney, who works at Alwest Marine, Gimli; Rosalyn, married to
Dennis Fedorchuk of Gimli, both working at Saunders Aircraft.
Roberta, married to Brian Harrison, who works at Ontario
Central Airways, Gimli; they have two daughters, Diana and Camille
Anne.
Roxanne is attending school.
Rosamund re-married to Jake Van Eyk, and they both work at
Saunders Aircraft.
Christine Roth married Archie Herter, a postman at Medicine
Hat, Alta. They have one adopted son.
Carrie Roth's parents were Andrew and Mary Fraser, who came
from the Ukraine in 1914, and settled on a small farm where the Gimli
Industrial Park now stands. They had three children when they arrived,
and Carrie was born the following year. Andrew worked as section man
on the railroad. He died in 1925, and his widow died in 1957. Their
other children:
Annie married Fred Didur, and they live in Winnipeg, and had one
daughter.
Rose married Peter Anthony, and they live in Winnipeg and have
three children.
Stanley is married, with one son.
John, unmarried, lives in Winnipeg.
Sophie married Percy Cooper of Winnipeg. They operate a
restaurant in Winnipeg, and have no children of their own, but as
mentioned above, adopted Joyce and John Reykdal.

THE SHEWAGA FAMILY
Peter Shewaga and his wife Mary Holodniuk and their three oldest
children, Pearl, Ethel, and Jean, came to Canada from the western
Ukraine in October, 1898, by boat from Hamburg to New York, and
by train to Winnipeg. They came with three other families, Fred and
Paul Lupichuk, and the Diachun family. Some of the others did not
have enough money to pay for their passage, and were assisted by the
Shewagas. They came out to the Willow Creek district with John
Heidinger, who had homesteaded there previously. That first winter the
three families lived together in a long shed-like structure they had built
of one ply of lumber and tarpaper, divided into four small rooms. As
soon as spring came, Mr. and Mrs. Shewaga moved to their own
homestead, on the gravel ridge exactly six miles west of the Number
Nine Highway and a mile south of the line marking the southern boun-
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dary of the town of Gimli. They lost no time in erecting a log house on
the most suitable location. However, they discovered some time later
that their home was beyond the boundary of their land, so they had to
build another house.
Gradually they developed their farm, bought cows and oxen, and
had fruitful harvests. However, the gravel ridge was not very productive, but it was the first part of that area settled, because the more fertile
land closer to Gimli was a mass of heavy bush and swamp at that time,
and the ridge was easier to clear and cultivate.
The small patches of grain on land cleared by hand, were harvested
with a scythe, and Alex Shewaga recalled his father cutting tall grass
standing in water, gathering it in his arms and spreading it on the
bushes to dry.
The Shewagas had eight more children after they came to Canada:
Bill, Anne, John, James, Pauline, Alex, Michael and his twin sister
Nell. Nell died in infancy.
Bill and John as young adults operated an ice and wood business in
South Beach. Bill and his wife Barbara had two daughters. Bill is
deceased.
Anne married Michael Evans, and they lived and operated a small
store in South Beach, while Mr. Evans was a bookkeeper for B.c.
Packers, going north every summer during the fishing season. Anne was
a long-time member of the Gimli Women's Institute, and was made an
honorary life member. She worked devotedly for the Evergreen Cancer
U nit, canvassing each year for them. She passed away in 1971, and her
husband, now retired, spends part of the year with his daughters, who
are Eileen, Mrs. Fred Bergman Jr., living at Oakville, Ont., where Fred
is employed with the Hudson's Bay Company; (They have four
children). and Eleanor, Mrs. Ken Astleford; They live in Winnipeg with
their two children. Ken is a Dew Line negotiator and travels north a
good deal in his work.
John took over management of the home farm when his father
died, and Alex also remained on the farm until 1939. John moved to
Winnipeg in 1942 to work as a boiler engineer. He and his wife Anne
have three children.
Of the three daughters who came from the Ukraine with their
parents, Jean passed away at the age of 17. Pearl married William
Sereniuk and moved to Saskatchewan, and Ethel was married twice,
first to Stan Kostalniuk, who farmed at Foley, and later in life, to John
Zaroski, - moving to British Columbia.
Pauline married Harry Prince, a bus driver in British Columbia,
now retired. They had two children, Lois, who died tragically as a
young woman, and David.
Alex in 1931 applied for and obtained permission to operate a post
office for the district, which was named Comming. He operated the
post office and a small store at the home farm for eight years, after
which his brother John ran it for two years. When John left the farm,
the post office was moved to the neighbouring farm of Nick Skor701

bohach, who ran it for several years before it was closed and people of
the district started receiving their mail at Gimli.
Alex married Emily Miketa, and moved to Gimli, where he opened
a store, called the Park Store, near the Gimli Park. He continued to
operate this store until a few years before his death in 1973. In 1952 he
began to handle real estate and this business, with the addition of
general insurance, became his main occupation in later years. In 1953
Alex Shewaga decided to run for town council, since so often candidates
were elected by acclamation. His opponent for Ward Four councillor
was B. V. Amason, and the outcome was a tie vote. When the votes
were recounted by the county court judge, he found one spoiled ballot
which was definitely a vote for B. V. Amason. Many years later, Mr.
Shewaga ran for mayor, but again was defeated.
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Shewaga had four children, Joseph, Jean,
Peter, and Margaret. Joseph attended the school for the deaf in Saskatoon. He is now working for Motor Coach Industries in Winnipeg.
Jean is married to Ray Demery of Winnipeg. They have two
children, Valerie and Bradley.
Margaret is married to John Le Ross of Winnipeg, and their
children are Michelle and Ian.
Peter married Heida Holm of Gimli. They have two children, Debbie and Jeffrey, and he works for Canada Wire.
Alex Shewaga passed away in 1973, after failing health for some
years. His wife, who is housekeeper at the Betel Home, sold the family
home and store and lives nearer her place of employment.
James Shewaga became a shipper for the Canadian Pacific
Railway, in Vancouver. Unmarried, he passed away in 1959. Michael,
youngest in the family, went on to higher education, and became a
school teacher. His first school was at Camperville, and during his years
in the profession he taught at Oasis, Lake Audy, Crawford Park, South
Felsendorf, Lilac, Prout, Netley Lake, Minerva, Bradbury, Wheat Hill
near Chatfield, and Poplarfield schools.
Peter Shewaga passed away in 1938. In 1946 Michael and his
mother moved to South Beach, near his sister and brother-in-law,
Michael and Anne Evans. His mother passed away in 1954. Michael,
who never married, is now retired from teaching, and lives alone at his
home in South Beach, and says that he would not want to live anywhere
else than in that pleasant spot near the lake.

SIGMUNDUR GUNNARSSON AND HIS DESCENDANTS, THE
SIGMUNDSONS
Sigmundur Gunnarsson, son of Gunnar Gislason, a farmer at
Sydra-Aland in Thistilfjordur, Iceland, and his wife J onina J onsdottir,
daughter of Jon Jonsson of U ndirveggur in Reykjahverfi, Iceland,
emigrated in 1891 from Vestdalsgerdi, in Seydisfjordur, and
homesteaded in the Geysir district on a farm they named Grund.
Their children were: Sigrun, who married John Nordal; Gisli
Fredrick, who married Olof Danielson; Felix, unmarried; Helga
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Rannveig, who married Andrew Finnbogason; Gunnar, who died at the
age of 36; Sigurros who married Russell Moore.
Sigmundur and Jonina were well known in the Geysir community
for their hospitality, all the people who came to their door being
welcomed with open arms and coffee. I n their later years, Felix took
over the family farm, when his father was unable to continue due to failing eyesight.

*

*

*

Gudrun Ingibjorg Magnusdottir was born in 1865 at Arnkelsgerdi
in Fljotdalsheidi in Nordur Mulasysla, Iceland. In 1888 she married
Daniel Danielsson from Reykdal in Thingeyvarsysla. Their children
were: Olof Sigurbjorg, born Dec. 6, 1886, who married Gisli Sigmundson. J onina Thuridur, born June 13, 1890, married Johannes B. Thordarson; she is now deceased and her husband is retired in Gimli. Prior
to retirement he was an active mink rancher near Gimli. Johann,
married Asta Magnusson. Gudny, married Fridjon Finnson. He died in
1938.
Gudrun and Daniel came to Manitoba with their two daughters,
Olof and J onina, and settled at Vestfold, near the Shoal Lake district of
the Interlake, on a farm, where Johann and Gudny were born. Later
they lived in Winnipeg for a number of years, before moving to Hnausa,
where Daniel was employed as a store clerk with the Sigurdsson
Brothers. Later he became a fisherman with his son Johann until his
retirement, when he and his wife Gudrun lived with their daughter Olof
and her husband Gisli Sigmundson until their deaths.
When Gisli and Olof celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary, an
old friend related reminiscences of their life. He recalled first meeting
Gisli at school in Hnausa in 1893, at the old Baldur School, where the
fair-haired lad with his wide smile projected good will to everyone.
Magnus Bjarnason was the teacher. Gisli's school days, like those of
most boys of that period, were brief, for he went to work in a tie camp
in Arborg, for Gestur Oddleifson in 1896, making railroad ties.
In 1898 he fished for Stefan Sigurdsson, on George's Island. Next
he took up a homestead in the same section as his parents at Geysir,
where he made a sparse existence augmented by driving a passenger
sleigh from Selkirk to Riverton on a regular basis, also hauling the
mail. In 1903 or 1904 he sold his land for 10 to 15 horses, and the next
year he became part owner of a sawmill at Hecla Island. From 1905 to
1909 he worked as an engineer on boats on Lake Winnipeg, and in
1910-11 he worked in Stefan Sigurdsson's store. In 1911 he married
Olof Danielsdottir, and a year or so later started a small store of his
own at Geysir, at the family farm of Grund. Soon after the SigurdssonThorvaldson partnership went into partnership on his store, which they
moved to Hnausa in 1914, when the railroad came through. Gisli
managed the store until he and Olof moved to Gimli in 1946, to a small
home on 4th Avenue. For a while he worked at Lakeside Trading before
retiring. He died Aug. 3, 1949, and Olof died March 10, 1965.
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Gisli was a councillor for Ward 1 of the R.M. of Bifrost for a
quarter of a century, and was regarded by all as fair-minded,
courageous, cheerful, and with foresight. He was president of the
Lutheran congregation at Hnausa for many years. He was noted for his
hospitality, in which he was joined by his wife. He was always bringing
people home for a meal, and Olof was always equally ready to welcome
them. People who worked in the store boarded with them, as did the
teachers.
Olof was a hard worker in the Hnausa Ladies' Aid, Liljan, and in
other aspects of church work.
Their children:
I. Gudrun: married Gunnlaugur Sigurdur Martin (Gunsi). They
have lived variously at Hnausa, Gimli, and Winnipeg, and have now
made their permanent home in Gimli. Gunsi was owner of a garage at
Hnausa. In 1944 he moved to Gimli and bought Herb Helgason's garage on Centre Street in partnership with S. V. Sigurdson, Stebbi
Sigurdson, and S. R. Sigurdson. They added a showroom to accommodate an implement and car dealership. At that time it was named
Gimli Motors Ltd. Gunsi managed this business until he sold his share.
He then bought Scott Realty Company in Winnipeg which he operated
until he sold the business and moved back to Gimli. Gunsi was a
member of the Lutheran choir, and was a charter member of the Gimli
Kinsmen Club, becoming its second president. He also served on Gimli
Town Council for five years. When they returned to Gimli he obtained
his present position as millwright at the Calvert Distillery.
Gudrun, meanwhile, took a florist course in Ontario, and worked
for the late Heida Sigmundson at the Gimli Florist Shop.
Their children:
a. Donald Arthur, married Bennetta Helgason, granddaughter of
the first Icelandic child born at Gimli, Jon Johannson. Don was for
some years a member of the R.C.M.P. Later he withdrew, and worked
with his father in real estate in Winnipeg. He is now in real estate in
Brandon. He attempted to enter the political field on two occasions,
running as Liberal candidate for M.L.A. both in Gimli and later in
Brandon, unsuccessfully. He and Bennetta have four children, Garth,
Glenn, Sandra, and Sharon.
b. June Olive, married Adolf Kristjan (Zeke) Valgardson ofGimli,
an electrician. Both have been very active in the Kinsmen and Kinette
Club in Gimli, where they have always made their home, and have
served as presidents of those organizations. Both have belonged to the
Gimli Art Club, in which June is active. Their four daughters, Valerie,
(married recently to Elerd Eyolfson, an employee of Misawa Homes)
Debra, Louise, and Lorene, are very musical, singing publicly on many
occasions either separately, in duets, or as a group. They have appeared
on television in this capacity. Valerie, a graduate of the business education course at Gimli High School, is now assistant librarian of the Gimli
Library.
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c. Gladys Gudrun Martin, died as a tiny infant.
d. Leonard Alan married Dorothy May Cook of Gimli. He is
employed with Manitoba Hydro in Winnipeg, and they have five
children, Lynn, Tracy, Shannon, Alan, and Earl.
e. Gunnlaugur Sigurdur Brian, who married Brenda Louise Juer,
manages three stores on Island Lake for the Department of Indian Affairs, training native personnel. They have one child, Patrick Clifford
Gunnlaugur.
2. Second daughter of Gisli and Olof Sigmundson, Jonina
Sigurros, married Sigurdur Runberg Sigurdson. Their children:
a. Joyce, married Raymond Benedictson of Riverton, an electrician, who have four children.
b. Shirley May, married Robert Shinnie, a pilot for Riverton
Airways, and they have five children.
c. John Rumberg, married Shirley Ann Jonasson. He is a heavy
equipment operator and they have three children.
3. Fjola Sigmundson, married Skapti Olafur Thorvaldson, who
became an electrical engineer following his war service, and worked for
Manitoba Hydro until his recent retirement. They have three children,
Patricia, Thomas, and Donna. Patricia, a B.A. graduate, edits for the
National Film Board in Toronto, Thomas, who married Sandra
MaHood of Edmonton, is a chartered accountant in Edmonton, and
Donna, a B.A. graduate, is Assistant manager of Data Control for Insurance Corporation of Vancouver. B.C.
4. Sigrun Olof Sigmundson married Palmi Sigurstemn Hjorleifson. They lived most of their married life in Gimli, where Palmi was in
the trucking business until his death in 196 I. They had one son,
Kenneth Victor Palmi, also a trucker living at Gimli with his wife Janet
Smith and their son Scott Kenneth. Sigrun took a hairdressing course
following her husband's death, and has worked in that profession since.
Previously she had worked for a time at B.C. Packers Fish plant.
5. Fredrick Gisli Sigmundson married Valdheidur Olof Helgason.
He worked variously in many occupations, and for several years prior
to retirement was field worker for the Manitoba Hospital Services
Commission in the Interlake. Heida, who was a very active worker in
the Unitarian Church at Gimli, took a florist course a few years before
her death, and with Gudrun Martin and later on her own, established
the successful Gimli Florist business. Both .Fred and Heida were active
in the Kinsmen Club and in Lisgar and Viking Masonic Lodge and
Order of the Eastern Star. Heida passed away June 18, 1973, after a
long illness.
Their children:
a. Fredrick Harold, married to Joan Arbuckle, is a mem ber of the
R.C.M.P. Their children are Fredrick John and Heather Dawn. He is
presently stationed at Edmonton.
b. Phyllis Joneen, who became a social worker, married Major
Michael D. Pollard of the Canadian Armed Forces. They have two
children, Heather Gillian, and Michael Jon.
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c. Larry Ross Sigmundson graduated from Gimli High School in
1974, and is a student at the University of Manitoba.
6. Daniel Sigmundur Sigmundson, second son of Gisli and Olof,
married Lillian Sigurdson. He had been a successful Gimli
businessman, establishing with the Thorkelson Brothers the Gimli
Construction Company. Further details are given about this business
under Industry. He and his sons Daniel David and Gisli Gerald bought
out the Thorkelson interest. The business includes a cement making
plant, and in 1972 they moved their plant from South Beach to
northwest of town on the No.8 Highway. Daniel Sr. was Mayor of
Gimli for four years, from 1968 to 1972. He was a member of the
Kinsmen Club for some years. His great interest recreationally is horse
racing, and the family owns several race horses which race at Assiniboia
Downs. It was largely due to the interest in horses that they moved their
home into the country. While living in Gimli, they purchased a large
section of South Beach, which they developed into lots which were sold.
For a time they had operated a summer cottage development there.
Lillian was in charge of the property development in South Beach,
and assists in the business records. She is an avid curler and a leading
member of the Gimli Ladies' Curling Club.
Both Danny J r. and Gisli are in business with their father. Danny
became a Gimli Town councillor in 1972 when his father retired from
town politics because he moved out of town. Danny is married to
Marion Valgardson of Gimli and they have three children, Melanie,
Danny-Jo, and Jason. Danny and Marion are active members of the
Kinsmen Club. Tammy, only daughter of Daniel and Lily Sigmundson,
is still in school. Like her father, she is keenly interested in horses.
7. Marino Sigmundson, the youngest of the seven children of Olof
and Gisli, was born December 27, 1925 at Hnausa, Manitoba, where he
received his early education. Marino's first employment was with Canadian Fish Producers doing various jobs, latterly as second engineer on
their freight boat, "Lady Canadian". In 1944 he moved to Gimli to
work at Gimli Motors Ltd., then newly formed, later becoming a
shareholder. Following that venture he went into trucking on his own.
He is a member of Viking Lodge No. 175 A.F. & A.M.
On October 19, 1945 he married Margaret Olof, (born June 20,
1917) daughter of Olafur and Sigridur Olafson of Riverton. Olafur was
born October 22, 1893. His parents Olafur and Kristbjorg Oddson early
pioneers of the Riverton district lived at Fagraskogi, "Beautiful Bush",
now owned by Wally Bjarnason of Winnipeg. Sigridur was born
January 28, 1896 at Myrum in Hnausa, and was the daughter of Gudbjorg and Sigurgeir Einarson.
Olafur and Sigridur lived all their married life in Riverton.
Sigridur passed away August 20, 1970, two months after they moved to
the Landmark Apartments in Gimli, where Olafur lived until he died
February 28, 1974.
Margaret has one brother and a sister both living in Toronto, Ontario. She graduated from the Children's Hospital, School of Nursing
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in 1940. Since coming to Gimli, she worked as a receptionist for Doctors A. B. Ingimundson and George Johnson, then Doctor Jonas Johnson from September 1952 to March 1971. Margaret is active in the
Lutheran Church, an ardent curler and at one time was a member of the
Women's Institute.
They have one son Harold Keith, born February 8, 1942. Keith
received his early education in Gimli, continued on to the University of
Manitoba for his B.Sc., M.D., L.M.C.C., F.R.C.P., (Psychiatry). He is
presently employed as Head of the Department of Psychiatry at the
Child Guidance Clinic and Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Faculty
of Medicine, University of Manitoba. He is married to Fiona Margaret
Wilkie. They have two sons, Ian Keith Wilkie born June 11, 1971, and
Trevor Quinn Wilkie born April 26, 1973.

CHRIS B. AND ODDNY SIGURDSON
Chris B. Sigurdson, son of Arni Sigurdson and his wife Elin
Kernested, and grandson of Kristjan Kernested, an early pioneer of the
Husavick district, lost his mother when he was four years old. He was
adopted by Ogmundur and Kristin Johnson of Gimli, who also brought
up Carl Goodman, the half-brother of Chris's future wife Oddny.
Oddny was the daughter of Elias Olafsson and his wife Oddny
Kolbeinsdottir, who came to the Arnes dIstrict around the turn of the
century, with Elias's son Elli by his first marriage, and Oddny's son
Carl by her first marriage. Their son Thor was two years old, and Oddny a month old, when their mother died. Carl was adopted by the
Ogmundur Johnsons, Thor by Arni and Gudridur Goodman, and Oddny by Audun and Sigridur Johnson, who had come from Iceland around
1882, with three children, settling first in North Dakota, then Winnipeg, and then Arnes. Two more sons were born to them, the youngest
being Jonas, 14 years older than Oddny. When Oddny was two years
old, they retired from the farm and moved to Gimli.
Chris Sigurdson worked as a lithographer for Bulmans in Winnipeg. He enlisted in the first war, where his health failed. Hoping to
regain his strength, he and his foster parents moved to Gimli, renting a
farm on the present site of Camp Gilwell. Their other foster son, Carl
Goodman, homesteaded west of that site, and raised his family there.
When Chris and Oddny were married, they moved into Gimli,
where Chris worked for Charlie Greenberg'S ice and wood company.
During the depression, they moved to a farm at Camp Morton, later
returning to Gimli, moving their house to 4th Avenue. Later they built a
new home, which was almost completed when it burned down. They
then moved to a property west of Gimli, where they lived until Chris's
death in 1962.
Chris worked for Gunnar Johnson, and for the fishery, and later
for the R.C.A.F. Station as a fireman until his retirement.
Oddny also worked at various jobs, including at the air base. Their
first child died at five months. Their children are:
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Ellen, who married Gordon Morden, a member of the armed
forces, now retired and living in British Columbia; with three children,
Shirley, David, and Gerald.
Chris Jr., lives in Winnipeg, married to Evelyn Trainer, with two
children, Robert Allan, now in the armed forces, and Brenda Laurie.
Carol, married to Dale Kline of Hollywood, California. During
her school years Carol was very active in dramatics. and both she and
her husband are interested in the stage and movies.
Oddny Sigurdson was active in community affairs in Gimli, in the
Lutheran Church, the Deaconess Society, later the Baptist Church, and
in the Women's Institute. She is keenly interested in learning many
things: dressmaking, art, handicrafts, many kinds of skills, and she is a
self-taught and exceedingly talented photographer, who develops,
enlarges and prints her own pictures. In recent years she has lived in
Winnipeg, though retaining her home at Gimli. Her life in the city is
filled with interest for her, as she is busy taking as many courses of
various kinds as she can find time for. Her only regret is that her beloved husband, who shared many of these interests, is no longer with her to
enjoy them.
Odd ny's half-brother, Elli Olafson, remained with his father at
Arnes when he became a widower for the second time. Later he moved
to Gimli, was a fisherman, and then night watchman of the ArmstrongGimli Fishery, a well known and well liked bachelor.
Her full brother, Thor, lives at the west coast. Her other half
brother, Carl Goodman, is deceased, but his wife Rosa and sons live in
the Gimli area. Oddny still has two half-sisters living in Iceland.

MR. AND MRS. HROLFUR (HARRY) SIGURDSON
Hrolfur Sigurdur Sigurdson was the third eldest child of Stefan
and Kristbjorg Sigurdson, early pioneers in the Arnes district, who
arrived there from Vidivollum, Skagafjordur, Blonduhlid, Iceland in
1876, founding a farm home they also called Vidivollum, which became
a well known stopping place along the lake until the railway came
through in 1914.
When Harry was five years old, his mother died. His father later
married again, to Gudrun Magnusson, who mothered his three boys
along with her own eight children.
Like most pioneer children, receiving little formal education,
Harry joined his neighbours in making his living as a fisherman, at an
early age. His innate ability and keen mind for business soon began a
prosperous life for him, and he established fishing stations at Fisher
Bay, Humbug Bay, and Arnes. He went into partnership with his
brother John to establish a station at Arnes which they called Oddnyjarstadir, which they operated until 1944.
In 1915 Harry married Kristin Sveinson, and at the same time, he
and his brothers Magnus and John established a store at Arnes.
Magnus was called to serve in the first world war, and fell in action.
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John retired from the store in 1925, and Harry carried it on alone. In
later years, this store was operated by his daughter and her husband,
Margaret and Michael Dzydz.
I n the influenza epidemic during the closing years of the war,
Kristin died, leaving Harry with two daughters, Margaret and Magny
(later Mrs. Oscar Otter). In 1919 he married Elin Arason of Gimli.
Elin was born at Sandvik, now the site of Camp Morton. She
attended school at Camp Morton and Gimli, along with her eleven
brothers and sisters, who included Jona, Mrs. Dori Peterson of Gimli,
Joe Arason, who passed away some years ago, and the late Mrs. Inga
Erlendson of Selkirk. Their father was a fisherman, working at Fox
Island and Gimli. Their mother died early, and the youngest daughter,
Inga, went to live with relatives, Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Tergesen, who
brought her up as their own child. She passed away in 1974. Their
father died in 1925.
Harry and Elin Sigurdson had three children, Sigurlin (now Mrs.
Oscar Bjorklund of Winnipeg), Stefan, who operates a fishing station at
Ames, and Ingibjorg, who became Mrs. Bill Carr of Cavalier, N.D.
In 1940 the Sigurdsons moved to GimIi, opening a summer store
they called the Breeze Inn, in the north end of town. The same year they
built a store on Third A venue and First Street South, which they
operated until they sold it to Eric Stefanson around 1946. In retirement,
they lived in a large bungalow on Third Avenue and Third Street North.
Harry Sigurdson was a shrewd and successful businessman, with at
the same time a fair mind and friendly personality. Rarely did he turn
away anyone who came to him for help. His business ability provided
many persons with work when he set out on house-building and other
projects, and his loans gave many people a start in business. He made
all agreements simple and straightforward, and rarely had trouble with
his clients.
When the Sigurdsons moved to GimIi, Harry donated their home
in Ames to the building committee of Sunrise Lutheran Camp, who
sold it and used the proceeds for the building of the camp. He was interested in the establishment of the chair in Icelandic at the University
of Manitoba, to which he donated. In his will he left bequests to a
number of Gimli organizations, including the Lutheran Church, his gift
there being used to start the fund to pay for the organ.
Hrolfur Sigurdson died Easter Sunday, April 13, 1952. His widow
Elin donated the chimes for the new church in his memory, and the first
time they rang out was in the playing of Christmas carols that same
year. They were completed and dedicated Easter Sunday, 1953.
After her husband's death, Mrs. Sigurdson devoted much of her
time to working for the church, becoming a member of the Deaconess
group, and the church building committee. Mrs. Sigurdson lived in
various homes in Gimli which she either bought or built, and for a time
moved to the west coast. She came back, to occupy a suite in the Landmark Apartments, and then became a resident of the Betel Home,
where she is living at time of writing. From her chair beside the west
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window in her first floor room, she sits and looks across to her earlier
home, the store on Third A venue, now occupied and operated by Brodie
Thordarson, and as she watches people come and go, she thinks of the
past.

JOHANNES SIGURDSSON
The following account of the life of Gimli's first mayor, Johannes
Sigurdsson, has been submitted, by our request, by his daughter
Stefania Sigurdsson.
Johannes Sigurdsson was born Jan. 24, 1869 at Klombrum in
south Thingeyarsysla, Iceland and died April 26, 1924, at Rochester,
Minnesota. His parents, Sigurdur Erlendsson and Gudrun Eiriksdottir
came from Iceland in 1876, settling at Skogum on Big Island (Hecla).
On Aug. 15,1893 he married Thorbjorg Jonsson (1872-1971) daughter
of Jon Jonsson and Sigridur Jonsdottir who came from Borgarfjordur,
Iceland in 1878 and made their home at Grund on Big Island.
Johannes and Thorbjorg had four children, Valgerdur Sigridur
(1896-1966), Larus Arthur (Dr. Larus Sigurdson of Winnipeg),
Stefania, and Jon Johannes (1908-1962).
Johannes and his brother Stefan fished on Lake Winnipeg with
their father until 1890, when they built a store at Hnausa, and for 13
years operated a general store and fishing business there. They had
small sail boats which made regular trips between Hnausa and Selkirk,
and in 1896 they buil t a large ship, "Lady of the Lake", at that time the
largest ship on Lake Winnipeg and the biggest business enterprise undertaken by any Icelander in Manitoba. In 1903 Johannes sold his share
of the business to Stefan and moved to Selkirk, where he was employed
by one of the fish companies to supervise its fishing operations. He next
entered into partnership with Sveinn Thorvaldsson in the operation of a
general store at Riverton. In 1906 they bought a store at Gimli from
Gudni Thorsteinsson, at the corner of Centre and First Avenue, and
Johannes and his family moved to Gimli to operate it, until 1911, when
he moved to Winnipeg. In 1912 he built a summer home at Gimli, and
spent all his summers here until his death. His daughter Stefania still
maintains the summer cottage, and his son Dr. Larus has a summer
home in Loni Beach.
Sigurdsson Thorvaldsson Co. Ltd. operated general stores at
Riverton, Arborg, Hnausa, and Bissett, a fishing business, a lumber
mill, and dealt in wood and hay.
Johannes was always active in community affairs. He was a councillor of the R. M. of Gimli, and Reeve from 1899-1900; at that time the
municipality covered the entire area of New Iceland. He was the first
mayor of Gimli when it was incorporated as a village, serving from
1908 to 1911. This gave him the distinction of being the first Icelandic
mayor on the North American continent. He was a member of the
Unitarian Church and gave active support to all its work. In politics he
was a Liberal and gave that party unswerving support throughout his
life.
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It has been said of Johannes Sigurdsson that his greatest contribution to New Iceland was the change he brought about in the economic
status of the comm unity. After the building of the" Lady of the Lake"
the business community of Winnipeg began to take an interest in the
settlement, and credit was extended to promote various business efforts.
He played a leading role in bringing the railroad to Gimli and then to
Riverton. He worked hard to bring banking services to Gimli and Riverton. He considered the role of the merchant in the community an important one, and worked tirelessly to find a market for whatever the
community could produce. Fish was shipped directly to the Chicago
and New York markets, cordwood and hay were sold all over Manitoba
and Saskatchewan, and Icelandic mitts and socks were placed in the
wholesale houses in Winnipeg. To accomplish this he travelled continuously, often making several trips a year to New York and Chicago.
These efforts brought money into the community and thus resulted in
economic growth.
He was interested in people and places. In 1892 he was one of the
very few Icelanders who attended the World Fair in Chicago. In 1907
he and his wife travelled to Iceland, England, Scotland, Ireland and
France. They took trips to British Columbia, the western United States,
and the New England states. Wherever Johannes went, he observed
municipal government, and town planning, and when Gimli was incorporated in 1908, it benefitted from his travels and observations. It is a
tribute to the men who planned Gimli that the town in over 60 years has
made very few changes from the original design.
While mayor of Gimli, Johannes arranged with the government
that all the vacant lots of the origina~ townsite held by the government
be deeded over to the village. This made it possible to set aside land for
schools and recreational purposes, and to have property for sale to help
finances. He saw in these lots the possibility of Gimli becoming a
summer resort, and worked hard at making it a family-type resort
town.
The esteem in which Johannes Sigurdsson was held by his fellow
townspeople of Gimli is expressed in the following sentences taken from
the testimonial presented to him at the end of his term of office:
" ... during these three years you have always aimed at one target,
that being to promote industrial and financial progress for this village
with the result which is obvious to all and which has borne a bounteous
harvest for all your fellow townsmen."
" ... with the hope that in future years we may have the benefit of
your guidance in the pursuit of the beautiful, the true, and the good in
the community life of the Icelanders in this hemisphere."

SIGURDUR SIGURDSSON FAMILY
(Early history translated by Miss S. Stefansson from the Icelandic
of Thorleifur Jackson.)
Sigurdur Sigurdsson was born in Holshjaleiga in
Hjaltastadathingha, Iceland, May 1, 1859. H is father, grandfather, and
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great-grandfather all had poetic talent. His father, Sigurdur
Johannesson, a gifted man with poetic talent and exceptional skill in
calligraphy, had lost both feet at about the age of twenty, yet
accomplished much, considering that he had to do all his work on his
knees. He died in March, 1859 in a snowstorm. Sigurdur, born shortly
after, was brought up by relatives and worked at various types of work
till he emigrated to New Iceland in 1891. In 1899 he took the
homestead of Fensa1ir in the Willow Point district and lived there for 21
years, after which he bought a farm at Poplar Park (Libau), where he
died June 12, 1945.
His wife was Jarngerdur Eiriksdottir, daughter of Eirikur
Guttormsson and his wife Johanna Johannesdottir, and sister of Stefan
O. Eiriksson, a noted pioneer of the Willow Point district (father of
Valdimar Stefanson), and two years a councillor of the R.M. of Gimli.
Sigurdur and Jarngerdur had nine children, of whom six reached
adult age: Helga, Bjorn, Thorbjorg, Thorunn, Kristjan, Jon. The three
daughters all became elementary school teachers. Jarngerdur, who was
born Dec. 2, 1872, died in Vancouver Oct. 8, 1951.
Bjorn (Barney) Sigurdson, their eldest son and second child, was
born at Winnipeg Beach Nov. 20, 1896. He returned to the Gimli area
in 1927, married Hildur Holm, daughter of Sveinbjorn Vigfusson
Holm, and his first wife, Bjorg Benediktsdottir), and farmed at
H usavick till 1931, when he bought a farm in the Minerva district,
named Bergsstadir. Two of his sons, Raymond and Gilbert, still farm
there.
Helga, eldest child of Sigurdur and Jarngerdur married Kristjan
Isfjord; both are now deceased.
Thorbjorg, next to Bjorn, married Archibald Orr, had one child,
now lives in Vancouver.
Thorunn married Halldor Johnson, farmed at Brown, Man.,
moved to Vancouver in late 1940s, had five children.
Kristjan and his late wife Sadie had five children; has since
remarried, and lives in Ontario.
Jon and his wife Vivian, live in Vancouver, have two children.
The children of Barney and Hildur Sigurdson:
1. Irene, a teacher, married Lorne Chanin, a physicist; they live at
Minneapolis, and have three children, Edwin, Julie (Mrs. Robert
Olson), and Marcie.
2. Ellen, a registered nurse, married John Gilmore, an electrical
engineer and they live in Toronto, have five children, Douglas, Robert,
Diane, Alison and Lorraine.
3. Alice also a registered nurse, married William Selbie, now a
magistrate. They and their children, Scott and Linda, live in
Vancouver.
Raymond married Alma Martin, teacher. They have six children,
Elaine, Lenore, Doreen, Barrie, Sandra, Marlene. Raymond took the
two year diploma course in Agriculture at the University of Manitoba,
farmed with his father and now in partnership with his brother Gilbert.
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Ray has been and still is an active member of the community, was
president of the Gimli Credit Union for 12 years, on its board since
1957, was president of the Gimli Curling Club when the new rink was
built, is a keen and skilful curler, served three years on the Hospital
Board, three years on the Library Board, on which he still serves;
representative on the Interlake Development Corporation, has been a
municipal councillor in the R.M. of Gimli three years and was elected
Reeve in 1974. He and his wife have been leaders of the 4-H clubs for a
considerable length of time, and their children are active in these clubs.
Elaine is now in second year science at the University of Manitoba, and
planned to apply for medicine. Lenore is in first year administrative
studies and accounting at the U. of M. The others are in school.
Gilbert married Dorothy Nielsen, a registered nurse, and they have
two daughters, Donna and Sharon. Gilbert obtained his degree in
Agriculture at the University of Manitoba, and worked as an
agricultural representative at Portage la Prairie and Swan River before
returning to farm at Gimli with his brother. He is president of the board
of directors of the Gimli Curling Club, an avid curler, and was elected
to the Evergreen School Division Board in 1974.
Sylvia, a key-punch operator, married Clarence Gabriel, a teacher.
They have one son, Calvin.
John recently graduated from the Gallaudet College for the Deaf
in Washington, D.C. and has begun working as guidance counsellor at a
school for the deaf in Vancouver.
Hildur Sigurdson was brought up in the home of-her mother's
relatives, Mr. and Mrs. Jon Benediktson, in the Lake Manitoba area,
following her mother's death. She passed away in 1965. Barney moved
into Gimli when his sons took over the farm. He visits his children
frequently. He was first president of the Gimli Credit Union, and was a
councillor of the R. M. of Gimli for eight years. Though retired, he does
some commercial fishing in the summer.

FAMILY OF JAKOB AND VICTORIA SIGURGElRSSON
Jakob Petur Sigurgeirsson, (born 1858, died 1937) was the son of
Rev. Sigurgeir, pastor of Grund, Eyjafjordur, Iceland, and his wife
I ngibjorg Jonsdottir. Left a widow, she emigrated in 1888 with her
family to Hecla Island where they became pioneers. This family was
noted for musical talent in which Jakob, the oldest, shared, being fond
of poetry and song. His wife Victoria Solveig Johannesdottir from Gardur in Fnjoskadalur was born in 1868 and died in 1937. Formerly they
lived at Gimli and at one time maintained Vic's Cafe there which she
operated. Jakob was a skilled carpenter and a fisherman. He is said to
have supplied the storage space for packing the first fresh fish ever
shipped from Gimli to the U.S.
They have six sons;
Johannes (Joe) Sigurgeirson, fisherman and boat builder of Gimli
and later of Steveston, B.C., married to Maude Bristow, now deceased,
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(See Bristow story). Their children: Pearl (Mrs. Murdoch Brian)
deceased, had one son Gordon Brian (deceased).
Gilbert, of Steveston, B.C., married Dora Jacobson of Gimli.
Violet, married Benny Greenberg, (See Greenberg story), Blanche
(deceased).
Sigurgeir H. Sigurgeirson, (Geiri), married Johanna (Joa) Anderson, formerly of Gimli, now of Steveston. He is a boat builder and
motorboat captain.
Children: Victoria; Elin; William (Vilhjalmur) a lawyer, and
author of a story "The Inbreaker", which has been filmed by the
C. B.C.; Diana; Darwin; Paul Winston.
Rev. Skuli Sigurgeirson: Five years a councillor of R.M. of
Bifrost, representing Hecla Island. Graduated from the Lutheran
Seminary in Saskatoon, ordained by the Icelandic Lutheran Synod and
served as pastor at Gimli commencing 1944; later at Wauban, Minn.
Married to Sigridur Doll of Hecla Island, (deceased), Rev. Skuli is now
retired and lives with his brother Joe at Steveston, B.c. Their son
Jonas Casper Sigson is married to Dolores, a nurse (R.N.), daughter of
Helgi and Maria Johannesson of Gimli.
Alexander (Alec), in the Canadian navy in World War I and then a
forest ranger in Ontario, unmarried, lived at Beardmore. Deceased.
Jakob: a mechanic and carpenter in Vancouver, unmarried.
Haraldur; in Steveston, unmarried.
A half-sister, Svanfridur (Frida), daughter of Jakob Sigurgeirsson
and Gudbjorg Jonadottir, married Gunnlaugur Holm of Vidir. Their
children; Ida (Mrs. Pearson), Fanney (Mrs. P. Helgason), Svava (Mrs.
Hansen), Gardar, had a supervisory position with Alaska Highways,
Yukon, N.W.T.

SOLMUNDUR SIMON ARSON AND HIS WIFE GUDRUN
ARADOTTIR
Solmundur Simonarson and his wife Gudrun Aradottir were the
Icelandic pioneer ancestors of the six branches of the Solmundson family.
Solmundur, a farmer in Mikley (Hecla Island) and a pioneer
homesteader at Gimli, was born in 1845 at Mavahlid (Gull Slope) in
Andakill (Duck Creek) in Borgarfjardarsysla, Iceland, but known in
connection with Heggsstadir (Bird Cherry Stead). He was the son of
Simon Sigurdsson and his wife Gudrun Thordardottir. He emigrated
from his homeland to New Iceland in 1888.
He farmed at Hecla until 1894, when he took a pioneer homestead
on the south-west quarter of Section 17, which lies directly west of the
town of Gimli, registered as homestead No. 58158, and was variously
called Hlid or (Hrisar). He lived there till 1915, when he moved to
Riverton. He died in 1926.
His first wife was Gudrun Aradottir. Their children were:
I. Johann Petur - See the Rev. J. P. and Gudrun Solmundsson
Family.
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2. Gudrun married in 1897 to BjQfn B. Olson, J.P., at Gimli, a very
enterprising man who took a great share in the affairs of his town and
community.
Only a few of their many children survived. (See B. B. Olson Family)
3. Margret, first wife of Sveinn Thorvaldsson, a merchant at
Riverton. Mr. Thorvaldsson Was very active in business, community,
and provincial affairs and politics, a Manitoba Member of the
Legislative Assembly. He was made a Member of the British Empire
for his varied services. Among the many children of his marriage to
Margret Solmundson was Senator Gunnar S. Thorvaldson. There were
14 children of this marriage.
4. Gudmundur, a fisherman and captain at Gimli, married in 1900
to Lovisa Petursson. His story is given separately.
5. Julius. (See Julius Solmundsson Family)
6. Gudny, married in 1912 to Hakon Kristjansson, a farmer in the
Vatnabygdir (Lake Settlement) in Saskatchewan, son of Jonas, a
farmer at Hraunkot (Lava Cot) in North Thingey County, Iceland, who
emigrated at Dakota in 1893 and later to the Lake Settlement. His uncle Halldor Thorgrimsson is noted for having saved the sheep of the
people of Bardardal, Iceland, from dying of hunger in the severe winter
of 1858-59. (See "Aevintyrid fra Islandi til Brasiliu", page 43.)
Accounts are given of them and their six surviving children of
seven, in "Vestur-Islenzkar Aeviskar", 11. 203-209, and on pages 28991 of "The Saskatchewan Icelanders" by W. J. Linda!. They are
selected in the latter as an outstanding family group.
All the children of Solmundur and Gudrun were intelligent and
talented. Gudrun died in 1895.
The second wife of Solmundur Simonarson was Sofia, daughter of
Ingimundur Hjaltalin and Margret Jonsdottir, who once lived at
Akureyri, Iceland.

§KOMEROW§KI FAMILY
John Skomerowski came to Canada in 1900, at the age of two,
with his parents Peter Skomerowski and Anastasia. They came from
what was then Austria-Hungary, and is now known as the Ukraine, and
they settled at Foley, south-west of Gimli.
In 1926 he married Stella Yurejchuk, who as a small child moved
with her parents, Michael and Mary Yurejchuk, in 1909, from Beausejour to a farm in the Gimli area. They had come from the Ukraine to
Canada before the turn of the century.
John and Stella moved into Gimli, where he made his living by
fishing, working on various boats, and filleting fish for the B.C.
Packers. In the early 1940s they spent two years in Toronto, where John
worked for Canada Packers. They moved back to Gimli, leaving their
older son Al behind, and bought a store, the Loni Beach Store, which
they operated until John's death in 1966, when Stella took over the
business and has looked after it since.
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Stella has three brothers and three sisters, namely: Nellie, Mrs.
Bidell of Toronto; Minnie, Mrs. Lodge of Toronto, Julia, Mrs. Gisli
Reykdal of Winnipeg Beach; Walter, Nick, and Joe, all residing in
Winnipeg. Nick, in his younger days, played in the Hannes Kristjanson
band.
John and Stella had two sons:
Albert (AI), who after high school moved to Toronto with his
parents, where he attended Central Technical School to learn to be a
draftsman. When his family returned to Gimli he stayed behind to
further his education. He attended McGill University in Montreal,
working during the day, and attending school at night. After seven
years he obtained a degree as an electrical engineer, and now holds the
position of vice-president of the Carrier Air Conditioning Co., in
Toronto. He married Aida Jones and they have a daughter, Lynne, who
is at university learning to teach retarded children; and a son Larry, at
school.
David is a carpenter by trade. He lives at Gimli with his wife, the
former Frances Danyluk of Winnipeg Beach, and their children, Teresa
and Vincent, both attending school.
SLOBODIAN FAMILY
William Slobodian came to Canada from Austria in 1911, and
settled in Winnipeg, where for a few years he worked for the Ogilvie
Flour Company. In 1914 he married Olina Zabinski, who had come to
Canada from the Ukraine. Mr. Slobodian established a general store at
the corner of Burrows and Parr in the north end. For years, their store
and home were a haven for friends from the Gimli area who had
business in Winnipeg, and who visited them and often stayed overnight.
When the depression struck in 1929, and difficulties caused by uncollectable credit made it hard for them to carryon with the store, Mr.
and Mrs. Slobodian decided to move to Gimli, near their many friends.
Mrs. Slobodian, whose health was not good, felt that Gimli would be a
good place to live. They built the store at the corner of Third A venue
and Centre Street, with living quarters behind, that achieved fame as
the "New and Secondhand Store". Mr. Slobodian carried a stock of
reasonably priced clothing, at first including secondhand goods, but
later all new goods, which he bought in Winnipeg wholesale houses
every Monday, and through shrewd purchasing was able to sell at low
cost.
They had four daughters:
Sophie, who married Hannes Kristjanson, a Gimli fisherman;
children, Beverly and Edward. Annie, who married Hannes Kristjanson's brother T. R. Kristjanson (Ted); children, Robert, Kenneth, and
Richard. Minnie, Mrs. N. Carter of Toronto, with children Jerry,
Leonard, Marilyn, and Janice; and Jean, Mrs. E. Rosjer of Montreal,
with children Karen and Warren.
Sophie and Annie and their husbands have been active members of
the Gimli community all their married lives. Ted and Hannes were
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members of the Kinsmen Club from its inception, members of the
Lisgar and then Viking Masonic lodges and the Shrine. Ted is a past
Master of Viking Lodge.
Robert (Bobbie) Kristjanson is a commercial fisherman, married
to Sigurros Markusson, with two children (see Markusson and Kristjanson).
Kenneth, a broker for James Richardson and Sons, is married to
Eve-Anne Putney, with two children. Ken is an active member of the
Icelandic Festival Committee. (see Kristjanson).
Richard (Rick) is married to Kathleen Lumax, with a daughter
Kirsten. He is a high school teacher at Virden.
Beverly Kristjanson, daughter of Hannes and Sophie, is married
to Einar Einarson, who is employed at Calverts. Beverly is very active
in the Lutheran Church, a council member and in the choir. Their
daughter Sandra works at Saunders, and Craig is at school. Einar is a
member of Viking Lodge.
Edward (Eddie) is unmarried, and lives in Vancouver.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Slobodian passed away in 1964, Olina Feb. 24
and William Dec. 4. For a time after his death, Annie and Sophie
operated the store in partnership, but later Sophie sold her share to Annie, who now operates the Target Store, renovated and with a good line
of clothing, with her husband Ted.

SOLARCHUK FAMILY
George Solarchuk, who was a lifelong resident of Gimli, passed
away in 1973, aged 79. He was employed as a sectionman for the
C.P.R. for 39 years, retiring in 1959. His wife Mary predeceased him in
1944.
He was an active and devoted member of Sacred Heart Church.
George and Mary had four sons, John ofGimli, Bill and Walter of Winnipeg, Michael of Toronto, four daughters, Mrs. Anne Roberts, Mrs.
Ollie Deeton, both of Toronto, Mrs. Michael (Rose) Graboski, and
Mrs. Kay Pro betts, both of Winnipeg. John Solarchuk operates a large
welding and blacksmith shop at Gimli, and is kept very busy performing these duties for the district, since for many years he was the only
one providing this service.

FAMILY OF REV. J. P. AND GUDRUN SOLMUNDSSON
Rev. Johann Petur Solmundsson, born Sept. 28, 1872 at
Heggsstadir, Borgarfjordur, Iceland, was the son of Solmundur
Simonarson and his wife Gudrun Aradottir (See their story). He
emigrated with them in 1888 from Reykjavik, having received two years
of secondary education. By 1892 he was teaching school in New
Iceland, including Hecla and Gimli. In 1898 he entered the Meadville
Theological Seminary in Tennessee and after graduation served the
Unitarian church at Gimli as pastor 1903-10.
During these years he was manager of the Gimli weekly "Baldur",
which followed a social-democratic policy. Following the death by
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suicide of its brilliant editor Einar Olafsson in 1907 he became its
editor. Einar Olafsson and he also jointly published the annual "Ny
Dagsbrun" ("New Dawn") 1904-6.
"The Icelandic People in Manitoba" describes him as "intellectually gifted, an able and dramatic and fiery speaker. He was interested
in social reform. However, he was unsparing in controversy, which was
a handicap in his field of work, and he withdrew from the ministry soon
after 1910."
He enrolled for studies at the University of Manitoba in February,
1920, graduating as B.A. in December 1921 and as M.A. In May, 1923,
as well as completing the first class professional teachers' course by
summer study in the same period. The Winnipeg Free Press (25/3/35)
described him as "one of the most brilliant students to go through the
University of Manitoba".
Soon after he became a representative of the New York Life Insurance Co. and held that post till his death, March 25, 1935.
He was married to Una Gudrun , daughter of Jonas Johannesson
from Sigridarstadir in Skagafjordur and his wife Ingibjorg
Johannesdottir from Fljot. Her parents were pioneers of 1888 on the
homestead of Graenumork (Greenwood) south-west of Gimli.
Two of their sixteen children died in infancy. The others, in order
of age, are:
1. Ingibjorg, married to Jonatan Helgason of Ames, skilled
carpenter and fisherman. They lived in Ames, Gimli and Prince
Rupert. Children: Valdheidur (Heida), married to Fred Sigmundson
(See Sigmundson family); Sigurdur, of Winnipeg, married to Jolin
Tomasson of Hecla Island; Lara, married to Gestur Gudmundson of
Riverton; Jonatan, married; Einar, married to Norma Bruce of Riverton; Marino, married to Sigridur Einarson of Hnausa; Marcel, unmarried. The four last-named are fishermen of Prince Rupert, B.c.
Ingibjorg died at Gimli in 1962.
2. Gudrun Solmundson was a life-long resident of Gimli, of much
support to her home and family, and gave forty or more years of
faithful service to Gimli as a telephone operator, many of the earlier
ones alone, working six days a week till ten p.m. with low pay, no
bonuses and no paid holidays. Since few had phones she had to summon
people to the telephone office from all over Gimli and Loni Beach to
answer calls, messengers being paid 10 cents for the first half-mile and
25 cents for a mile. Later another operator was added, and then one
more, with around-the-clock service, at which time she generally took
the night shift.
Her son: Edwin (Ted) Solmundson, electrician at Gimli Industrial
Park, married to Josephine, daughter of Michael and Helen
Zagozewski of Riverton. Children: Heather, Colleen, Brent, Curtis.
3. Johann Kari lived at times in early years with his relatives in
Saskatchewan. He enlisted at eighteen in World War I and served to
the end of the war, taking part in the battle of Passchendale and others.
In later years he lived at Gimli and worked at farming and fishing. He
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was very fond of reading. Unmarried. Died at his home in South Beach
in 1968. He was a member of the Gimli Branch of the Canadian Legion,
which conducted his funeral with military honors.
4. M argret, born Nov. 30, 1898. She lived the first five years with
Kristjan and Helga Gudmundsson (See Kristjanson family) and tried
to run away to them when returned to her home, but later grew to appreciate her parents' love and care. After Gr. XI she taught at Ames on
permit 1918-19. She married Sigurdur (S.E.) Sigurdson, accountant
and partner with Kelly Sveinson of Selkirk, later with Selkirk Motors,
and then worked for Kristjan Tomasson of Hecla Island. In 1936 he
was transferred to Winnipeg to look after Kristjan Tomasson's business
there in a joint office with the Greenbergs through which the Canadian
Fish Co. shipped all its fish to Chicago. Since his death in a car accident
Margret has lived in Gimli. She was active in community life, member
of the Unitarian church and the Icelandic National League. Their
children:
a. Sigurdur Thorberg, Manitoba Zone Manager for the Fish
Marketing Corporation, married to Gwendolyn Asmundson of Selkirk.
Children: Thor, a teacher; Kathleen (Mrs. Th. Clarkson); Konrad,
married, has held posts for the Dept. of Manpower and Citizenship in
Hong Kong, Germany, Ottawa and Manila; Richard.
b. Helga, married to Helgi Tomasson of Hecla Island, who looks
after aJl light-houses and buoys on Lake Winnipeg for the Dept. of
Transport. Their children: Helgi, R.C.M.P., married to Paulette
Cramer, died in a car accident; Margaret, teacher at Riverton, married
to Harold Thorarinson; David, married to Darlene Black, has a
Master's degree in Management of Natural Resources, works for the
Dept. of Northern Afairs.
c. Lillian Freda, married to Daniel Sigmundson Sr. (See Sigmundson family). She has been socially active, a member of the Unitarian
and the Lutheran church choirs, charter member of the Good
Neighbors' Club and the Kinettes; has held several offices in them.
4. Simon Hjalti, brought up by Johann and Soffia Amason (See
Amason family). He worked in the Hjortur Thordarson factory in
Chicago, but ill health forced him to give up his position there. He
returned to Canada with his wife Mary Ann Uridil, and became a
fisherman, first at Clemens Point, later at Hnausa. He died in Ottawa
1972, aged 70.
Their children: Richard, who has a supervisory position with the
C.N.R. at Prince Rupert; Allan, ships' pilot for the federal government
at Prince Rupert, and also owns a taxi firm there; Barbara Ann (Mrs.
B. W. Borthwick) of Ottawa, a postal worker.
5. Einar Julius, a farmer, fisherman and mink rancher of Hecla
Island, married to Sigurborg Grimolfson. Their children: Einar, Civil
Engineer, teaches at Red River Community College, married to Carol
Biloski; Johannes, works in Water Resources Branch, married Agnes
Dycks; Robert, B.Sc. (Civil) is Senior Engineer, Environmental Services Section for Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario for Underwood
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McLellan & Associates, married to Lorraine Baduke; Herbert, B.A.,
B.Sc. in Agriculture, married to Moira Simmons, has a post in Teulon;
Sharon, B.A. a teacher, married to David Schultz, R.C.A.F. at Camp
Borden.
6. Leifur Jonas (Leo) worked in Hjortur Thordarson's factory in
Chicago, then manufactured a transformer of his own make, the Crest
transformer, and supplied it on a large scale to the U.S. armed forces in
World War II. He has sold his factory and retired to West Palm Beach,
Florida. Married to Elsabet Sveinson of Chicago. Children: Theodore
Jonas, David, Leanne.
7. Gudny (Gwen), a teacher, married to Sigurgeir J. Jonson of
Hecla Island a fisherman. She taught school there before marriage and
after her family grew up, and took an active part in community life,
notably the Hecla Church Choir. Children: Norman, B.A., has a position with the Great-West Life Assurance Co. in Winnipeg; Kenneth,
B.Sc. in Civil Engineering, formerly in Edmonton, now in Winnipeg;
Royce, a consultant with a Winnipeg firm; Marlene, married to Clifford Tomasson, who works for an insurance company in Thunder Bay;
Gary, with the Winnipeg Fire Dept.
9. Bergthora, married to Hannes Petursson, B.Sc. in Civil
Engineering (brother of Rev. Philip M. Petursson), formerly of Winnipeg, now of Toronto; he has worked on construction projects in
Manitoba and Ontario. Children: Jon Hannes, B.Sc. in Civil Engineering: Gordon Philip, a stock-broker; Karen, B.A.; Brian, B.A., a
teacher.
10. Thorbjorg, married to W. F. Davidson of Winnipeg. (See the
Davidson family.)
II. Solmundur (Loli), B.A., B.Ed., a teacher in Winnipeg, married
to Ingunn Sigridur (Inga), daughter of Johannes and Johanna Nordal
of Geysir. Children: Gene David, a dentist; Lola Dawn, a teacher, JoAnn, Kardy Roland.
12. Frida (Freda), R.N. married to Dr. John R. Gordon, now resident in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Children: Dorothea, Shirley, Elin,
John Clyde. They all hold university degrees.
13. Olof (Ola), married to Leopold (Leo) Barnes of San Jose,
Calif., a travelling salesman. Children: Leola, B.A. of Leland Stanford
University, as is her sister Wendy a teacher. Leola continued her studies
in France. Both are now married. Kardy Bruce, B.A., took postgraduate courses, teacher in Vancouver, married. Olof remained attached to Gimli all her life and visited it several times. She died in 1966.
14. Kjartan Ari (Kardy) worked four years for Winnipeg Hydro
prior to enlisting in World War II. He became a Pilot Officer in the
R.C.A.F., was stationed in Iceland and attached to the fleet air arm of
the Royal Norwegian navy, serving on the North Atlantic air patrol
between Iceland and Scotland. He flew a Northrup bomber seaplane,
took part in thrilling action and experienced great adventures while
convoying ships. He received military awards for his service. On Jan
28, 1944, his plane vanished and no trace of it was ever found.
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He was married to Margaret Olafson, R.N., of Riverton. Their
son Harold Keith, M.D., is a psychiatrist.
Rev. J. P. and Gudrun Solmundsson are now thought to have 184
descendants.

THE GUDMUNDUR SOLMUNDSON FAMILY
Gudmundur Eyjolfur Solmundson, son of Solmundur Simonarson
and his wife Gudrun Aradottir, was born at Hvitaros (White River
Mouth), Borgarfjord, Iceland, Nov. 3, 1879. The family emigrated to
Canada in 1885 and lived the first two years on Mikley (Hecla Island),
and later at Gimli.
Gudmundur received little formal education, and at the age of
twelve he got his first job as "cookee" at a lumber camp on Black Island
for the princely wage of $4 a month. He learned a good deal about
cooking there, and later, as a teenage youth, he worked as cook on the
freight boat "Gimli".
When he was 18 years old, he went to Winnipegosis for the first
summer fishing season there. At that time there was just one Indian log
shanty at Winnipegosis, and the railroad had not quite reached the lake.
The six men who went took with them the steamboat "Osprey" on two
flat cars. When they reached the end of steel, they pushed the two cars
carrying the boat two miles along makeshift tracks, to the lake. They
fished that summer for Mr. Armstrong, founder of Armstrong-Gimli
Fisheries. "The Osprey" was the first steamboat used on Lake Winnipegosis.
Shortly after that time, Gudmundur received his captain's papers,
something possible in shorter time in those days than now, and as a very
young man he was given charge of his first boat, the "Lady Ellen". He
spent 30 summers as captain, during which he was master of 14
different boats. The second last boat under his command was the
"Goldfield", which is still freighting fish in 1974. His last boat was the
"Carrie", a freight boat owned by the Manitoba Transport Company,
which he commanded for eight years. When she broke up on the rocks
at Warren's Landing, he vowed that his days as captain were over.
During the winter, he spent his time fishing.
On October 17, 1901, he married Lovisa Petursdottir Buch, who
was born in Winnipeg Dec. 25, 1883. They had eleven children, four
girls and five boys surviving past childhood, and their happy life
together terminated at Mrs. Solmundson's death June 30, 1953.
Gudmundur and Lovisa Solmundson, who were often known by
the Anglicized names of Jim and Mary Louise, were active in community life. Both were strong adherents of the Lutheran Church. Mr.
Solmundson donated the land on which the church stands, when the
second Gimli church was built there in 1907. He hauled all the lumber
for that little church, most of it by oxen from the west and southwest,
and some of it by sailboat from Selkirk. He donated substantially to the
present church when it was erected, and a clock was donated by the
family in memory of Mrs. Solmundson.
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Lovisa ioined the Lutheran Ladies' Aid, Framsokn (Progress)
when she was 16, and gave a wholehearted service to it all her life, being
made an honorary life member in her later years. She supported other
community projects, but was best known for the loving care she gave
her family. At her death, many friends donated in her memory, to the
fund to purchase an organ for the new church.
In 1960 Mr. Solmundson, then 80, and still fishing, was honoured
by the Manitoba Federation of Fishermen, and received the Order of
the Buffalo Hunt from the Province of Manitoba.
Their children:
I. Gudrun Arin: born 1901, died 1960, was employed in a bank,
married Edward Evans, a railway man. They lived in Winnipeg and
Montreal, and had one daughter, Elsie Lorraine, who married Jack
Hignell of Winnipeg.
2. Sigurbjorg Lilja (Lily); born 1904, was employed with the Hudson's Bay Company in Winnipeg, and selected as one of their six best
clerks. She married Herbert Johnson, a Gimli fisherman, who died in
1965. They had no children, but adopted Clifton Dale, son of her
brother Joseph.
3. Ingrid Louise (Inga) born in 1908 was employed before
marriage as a cook in cafes and fishing camps. She married Traverse
Johnson, a Gimli fisherman in partnership with his brother Herbert. He
died in 1970. They had no children. During most of their active lives,
the two brothers and their wives spent all their summers and falls
fishing in the north of Lake Winnipeg, and returned to Gimli for the
winter season, living in two neat bungalows side by side on Third Ave.
In widowhood, the two sisters live together in Inga's home.
4. Johanna Fjola, born in 1914, is married to Michael Olender,
formerly a fisherman and lumberman, and part owner with his brothers
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of a sawmill at GypsumviIIe. They are now retired at Gimli. They have
one daughter, Bonnie Marie, who is married to Richard Brian Bennett,
a mechanic, in Winnipeg. Michael passed away in Jan., 1975.
5. Solmundur, born in 1910, is a Gimli fisherman, married to
Eleanor Marion (Nora) Johannson, daughter of Jon Johannson, the
first person born at Gimli to the Icelandic pioneers. They have four sons
and two daughters:
a. Allister H ope, a skilled carpenter, who is project supervisor for
Manpower. Corps in the Interlake, being in charge of construction
throughout the area, including the building of veterinary clinics. He is
married to Inga Einarson, R.N. who also holds a diploma in public
health. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Halldor Einarson of Arnes.
They have four children.
b. Raymond Gordon, who is a driver for Weston's Bakery,
married to Shirley Sigurdson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar
Sigurdson of Vidir. They live in Winnipeg and have two sons.
c. James, is a truck driver for Gimli Transfer, and lives at home.
d. Edward Roy, fishes in partnership with his father, and is
married to Joan Kusiak, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kusiak of
Finns. They live at Gimli and have three children.
e. Margaret Ruth, was employed at the Betel Home prior to her
marriage to Melvin Archibald. They lived first at Regina, .Sask. but
now at Kamloops, B.C. He is a high-steel worker, building bridges, etc.
They have two daughters.
f. Audrey Louise, is married to Raymond Olson, who is employed
with Manitoba Hydro. They live in Winnipeg and have two sons.
6. Sigurdur Pjetur (Peter), was born in 1912, a carpenter who
travelled widely in his work, mainly in northern Manitoba. He married
Kathleen Van Allen. They separated, and she moved to the United
States with their two children, Joan, married to Richard Prentice, a
seaman, and Peter Dori, who was an officer with the U.S. Armed
Forces in Vietnam.
7. Joseph Theodore, born in 1916, and died in 1967 in a fire at his
home. He served in the Canadian Army in Germany in World War II.
He was a fisherman. His first wife was Beatrice McAmmond, and they
had one son, David Austin, who lives in Winnipeg. The marriage ended
in divorce. He and his second wife Josephine Keeper had four daughters and five sons:
a. Wanda Jean, married to Dennis Skolny. They live in Gimli but
he works in the far north.
The rest of the children are: Eric Joseph, Ben Allan, LiIIian Louise,
Steven James, Bara, Clifton Dale, Richard Michael, and Ingrid Gail.
8. Benedict, born in 1919, served overseas in the R.C.A.F. in
World War II. Was a radio technician in the Air Force. He was a
fisherman, lived in Gimli, and died in 1960.
9. Marvin Sveinn, born 1921, served in the R.C.A.F. in World War
II as a bookkeeper, continuing this profession later. He resides in the
United States.
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THE FAMILY OF JULIUS AND HELGA SOLMUNDSSON
Julius Johann Solmundsson, born July I, 1882 in Borgarfjordur,
Iceland, was the third son and second youngest of the six children of
Solmundur Simonarson and his wife Gudrun Aradottir, with whom he
emigrated in 1888. (See their story.) His schooling was disrupted at the
age of twelve by the death of his mother, after which his youth was
closely knit with his older sister's family, the B. B. Olsons. His nephew,
Frank Olson, speaks of his affection and adoration for "Julli",
developed in this period. He especially remembers Julli's love of
animals, particularly dogs and horses.
In his early years he was a fisherman with his own station on
Reindeer Island.
In 1901 two girls who were bosom friends and both named Helga
came in a small group of settlers from Iceland. One married Tryggvi
Jonasson of Gimli, and the other became the bride of Julius
Solmundsson on May 26, 1904. He built their first home on an acre of
land near B. B. Olson's house.
After the coming of the railroad he moved into Gimli and entered
business, first with a livery stable. Gimli being the end of the rail line, he
delivered all goods shipped by train including mail to Nes, Arnes and
even farther, and also engaged in fish freighting as far as from Riverton.
About 1910 he was the owner of the Gimli (later Como) Hotel.
After the line was extended and Gimli's "frontier days" came to an
end he disposed of this business and instead set up a meat market on the
site of the present Solo Store. In 1915 he moved to Wynyard, Sask.,
where his sister Gudny Kristjansson lived, and had a meat market there,
but returned in 1919 to resume his former business in Gimli. Being a
true entrepreneur he ventured into new fields such as the ice and wood
business, cottage rental and taxi service, and gained loyal customers
among the campers.
Julius was a long-time member of the Gimli Old-Timers' Association and at one time president of the Gimli Associated Charities, but
being a fun-loving man he will perhaps be most remembered for auctioneering at socials and calling for square dances, being an excellent
dancer. He was a supporter of the Unitarian church and at one time of
the Conservative party.
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He died Jan. 19, 1940, aged fifty-six, leaving, as his nephew Frank
Olson says, the memory of "the warm-hearted, generous and kind life
he led among his fellow-men."
His wife Helga Jonatansdottir (born July I, 1876, died Jan. 5,
1940, (see Solmundsson story), was a sister of the poet Jon
Jonatansson, who composed the words of "The Gimli Waltz". They
were direct descendants of the poet Jon Thorkelsson of Baegisa.
Jonatan and his wife Anna lived fifteen years at Gimli, where he was
choir-master of the Unitarian church. Helga was an avid reader and
very fond of music and poetry, and instilled love of them in her children
to whose education she was devoted. In her early married years she
joined her friends in skating, square dancing and socials, but in later life
devoted herself totally to her home and family. Her house was always
open to relatives and friends. She supported her sons wholeheartedly in
sports, never missing a game.
Julius and Helga had five children:
I. Lara Helga, born Jan. 16, 1905. (See the Tergesen Family.)
The Icelandic National League of America has conferred on her a
life membership in recognition of her services. Recently she has been
granted a twenty-five year membership award by the Gimli Ladies'
Auxiliary of the Canadian Legion.
2. Franz Julius Solmundson, born July 20, 1907. Following Gr. XI
at Gimli he attended Manitou Normal School and taught at Minerva,
Husavick, Gimli, Petersfield, Matlock and Arborg. Then he served in
the RCAF in World War II as a sergeant stationed in Winnipeg. After
the war he returned to teaching, along with which he attained the B.A.
and B.Ed. degrees through night study and summer school. In this
period he was principal of Birds Hill, and High Bluff, after which he
moved to Charleswood and was principal at Tuxedo. Prior to retirement he was on a collegiate staff. Altogether he taught forty-three
years.
From high school days on he took an active part in all sports, especially swimming, hockey and baseball and for years coached various
teams, from midget to senior.
His wife Verna is the daughter of Bjorgvin and Kristin Stefansson
of Winnipeg. They have four children:
a) Stefan Julius, a high school mathematics teacher in St. James,
married to Sheila Laxdal; they have four children.
b) Frances Helga, R.N., married to Dr. MacMoran, an orthopedic
surgeon in Penticton, B.C.; they have two children.
c) Kristin Laura, married to C. Bryan Harris of Winnipeg, a
building contractor; they have three children.
d) Bara Georgina, married to David Boyd of Winnipeg, a
chartered accountant; they have one child.
Verna has been organist and choirmaster in her church wherever
they have resided and holds that position now in the Charleswood
United Church.
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Gudny Gudrun, born Oct. 30, 1908. She attended Gimli High
School and in earlier years worked at cooking for her father at fishing
camps. She remained home with her parents till her marriage to Gudmundur Peterson in 1929. They were separated and later divorced.
Their daughter Helga, who was valedictorian of her class in Gimli
I1igh School, attended the University of Saskatoon for two years prior
to her marriage to Ron Malis, B.Sc. in Civil Engineering, who is federal
Director of National Parks for the Prairie Region. They have six
ch.ildren. The oldest now attends the U. of Man.
4. Bara Isabelle, born Oct. 5, 1910, graduated as a nurse from the
Misericordia Hospital in 1932 and then from a post-graduate course in
the Winnipeg General Hospital, where she spent one year on staff.
Nursing has been for her a life-time career, in pursuit of which she
next spent five years in the U.S. on the staff of the Kahler Corporation
(part of the Mayo Clinic), the Emergency Hospital of Washington,
D.C. and Mt. Sinai Hospital in New York.
She returned to Canada in 1939 and later joined the army as a
lieutenant nursing sister and saw service in Canada and South Africa.
Following the war she entered the public health nursing field, attaining her bachelor's degree in it at McGill University in 1949, and the
first year toward the master's degree in 1962. Both in nursing and social
work she has found great satisfaction and tremendously varied experiences. She has held positions on the staff of the Winnipeg City
Health Dept., Winnipeg Children's Aid Society and the Shilo Army
Camp, as well as being second in charge of the Child Welfare Department of the Yukon, with approximately three years' service in each.
The past twelve years she lived in Montreal, being seven years of
that time on the staff of the Montreal Neurological Institute (part of
McGill). Presently she resides in Winnipeg.
Her main interest apart from her career has been world travel. She
belongs to a McGill travel group and has visited many countries.
5. Oscar George Solmundson was born Dec. 3, 1912. Following
Gr. XI at Gimli he attended the Manitou Normal School and then
taught at Minerva, Husavick and lastly at Gimli where he innovated the
course in carpentry, being the first instructor in it, as well as coaching in
sports in which he excelled, particularly in hockey and swimming. It is
remembered that he dived off the lighthouse and crossed the lake on
surfboard. In many ways he set an example for his students both in
sports and behavior.
He joined the RCAF early in 1940, the first in Gimli to enlist, and
soon found, despite his ten years of devotion to teaching, that aviation
was his true career. After preliminary training he was for two years instructor in airframe mechanics at St. Thomas, Ont., after which he
trained as Flying Officer and captain, placing from first to third on all
tests. After service on West Coast reconnaissance he went to Iceland on
reconnaissance duty in the North Atlantic.
On April 3, 1945, he set out from Reykjavik to the Faeroes as captain of a nine-man plane in search of German submarines. It never
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returned and it was recognized that all must have perished. His body
was recovered from the ocean on May 5 near the Westman Islands and
buried at sea with full honors, followed by a memorial service in Gimli.
He was married to Helen Benson, daughter of Helgi Benson of
Gimli and later of Kildonan, B.C. Their son Oscar Brian Barry, B.A.
from the U. of Toronto, lives in B.C.

THE VALDIMAR STEFANSON FAMILY
The parents of Valdimar Stefanson, who was born at Gimli in
1889, were Stefan Eiriksson (Erickson), from Djupadal in Blonduhlid,
Skagafjordur, Iceland, and his wife Palina Sigridur Stefansdottir, born
at Thvera in Blonduhlid. They arrived at Gimli in 1888, accompanied
by Palin a's mother, Gudbjorg Tomasdottir, and Palina's son by an
earlier marriage, Stefan Eldjarnsson.

Valdill1ar Sle/anson's (larenls: Sle/an
Erikssol/ al/d Palina Sigridur Sle/allSdO/lir.

The (larl'l/ls 0/ Gudl/l' SII'/al/I/son: Bjorn Ha/lgrilllur JOIISSOII who served as (lalhI//{/Sler Oil Ihe ./irsl Gil11li coullcil 1914, and his wi/I', Gud/inl/a Sigurdardollir.
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They lived the first four years in the village of Gimli, then settled
on a farm west of Gimli known as Nyibaer, for which Stefan paid $125,
a high price in those times. Their life was that of so many early settlers,
one of hardship and lack of money to buy necessities. Home made
mittens were traded to visiting Indians for roasts of moose meat.
Two childhood incidents are still vividly recalled by Valdi. The one
concerned the old-fashioned hand-dug well with pail and rope to draw
water. One day the well was not covered, and his little brother Julius
aged two or three, fell in. Valdi called his mother, who climbed down
the projecting ledges of the cribbing, and held the child while Valdi and
his grandmother pulled him up with the rope attached to him. Julius
later died in the first world war, at Vi my Ridge.
The other incident involved a prairie and bush fire early one fall,
when he was sent to Gimli by his mother for help, which soon arrived.
The fire was controlled, but later on began burning in the peaty land,
and holes where it burned remain to this day.
When Valdi grew up, he worked in Gimli, and married Gudny
Jonsson, daughter of Bjorn Hallgrimur Jonsson from Hornstodum,
Laxardal, Dalasysla, Iceland, and his wife Gudfinna Sigurdardottir,
from Saurholl, Saurbaer, Dalasysla, who followed the H. P. Tergesen
family in moving from Churchbridge, Sask. to Gimli, in 1900. Bjorn
was Gimli pathmaster for some years, and his daughter Gudny worked
as a telephone operator at Gimli, and later at the Eaton store in Winnipeg prior to her marriage. Valdi became county bailiff and provincial
policeman in 1915, a position he held for almost 20 years. In 1918 they
moved to the farm where they still live. Mrs. Stefan son recalls her husband bringing home prisoners to be kept overnight in their small home
until they could be taken in for trial. "We were just one big happy
family," she says. One pair of lads spent their time teaching their jailers
to dance a lively dance.
Valdi was on the school board for a number of years, served as
truant officer, and was Reeve of the R.M. of Gimli for two years.
At one time he met with a serious train accident which kept him in
hospital for four months, and on crutches for six. During that time his
neighbours, both Icelandic and Ukrainian, helped with the farm work.
Valdi obtained equipment for sawing wood, and sold lumber, to
supplement the farm income. He went into the ice business with W. J.
Arnason and Gunnar Johnson.
Mrs. Stefan son was an active member of the United Farm
Women, and of Minerva Ladies' Aid. In 1971 she visited Iceland with
her daughters. In later years she has been severely handicapped with
arthritis, but she has not lost her indomitable spirit, even when she fell
and broke her hip in 1974. Since the accident she has been at the Betel
Home infirmary, but her husband has insisted on remaining on the
farm, driving his truck in to visit her daily. They celebrated their 60th
anniversary in 1973.
Their children: Stefan, their only son, went into partnership on the
farm with his father, and built a home there, which he still owns, and
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the family spends much time there. In 1950 he was appointed bailiff of
the County Court of Gimli, and served the Court of Queen's Bench of
the Eastern Judicial District, in the Interlake area. In 1961 he was
transferred to the sheriff's office in Winnipeg. The district was enlarged
to include the county courts of Stonewall, Beausejour, Selkirk, Gretna,
Ritchot, Morris, Inwood, and Fisher Branch. In 1965 he became deputy
bailiff of Winnipeg, Selkirk, and Beausejour courts. In 1971 he was appointed deputy sheriff of the Eastern Judicial District. Stefan was first
vice-president, and later president, of the Gimli Credit Union Society.
He served as vice-president of the Manitoba Pool Elevator Forage Crop
Seed Division in St. Boniface, and was a director of the Netley Pool
Elevator Association. He was an organizer for the Manitoba Farmers'
Union and served on the local board. He was an organizer for the Arborg Consumers Co-operative Association in the Interlake Petroleum
Sales program. He was Reeve of the R.M. of Gimli for four years. In
196 I he was census commissioner for the Federal constituency of
Selkirk. He is on the executive of the Icelandic National League, and
has been president of the Icelandic Cultural Corporation since its inception in 1971. In 1974 he was one of the tour conductors of the group
which went to Iceland for the I 100th anniversary of that country.
Stefan is married to Olivia Einarson of Gimli. (see Einarson).
Their children:
a. Lorna, married to Terry Tergesen, architect. (see Tergesen).
b. Stefan Ernest (Ernie), a pharmacist, who operates Viking Drugs
in Gimli in a partnership, and is supplier for Johnson Memorial
Hospital. Ernest is married to Carolyn Johnson, who works for Air
Canada.
c. Karen Maria (Maria) is married to Gerald Bear of Selkirk, an
employee of the Selkirk Mental Centre. They have a daughter, Laura.
d. Valdimar Warren graduated from the University of Winnipeg in
1974, with honours.
e. Eric is a graduate of Gimli High School, and working at Gimli.
Olivia has been a devoted helpmate for her busy husband. She was
active in the Minerva Ladies' Aid while living at Gimli.
2. Elinborg Gudfinna, elder sister of Stefan, married Richard
Angevine, who is employed in an executive position at an oil refinery at
Newport, Minnesota. They had two children, Robert Stefan, and Doris
Ruth, who passed away in 1974. Her husband, had pre-deceased her
when killed in a plane crash. They leave two children.
3. Palina Lulu (Lulu), married Ingvar Gudmundson, a mechanic.
They live at St. Paul, Minnesota and have two sons. Brian works at the
Department of Health and Social Development in Winnipeg, and is
studying for his M.A. Bruce is attending the University of Winnipeg.
Both Elinborg and Lulu are trained nurses.
Stefan Eiriksson died at Gimli Dec. 4, 1946, and his wife Palina
died Jan. 8, 1951. Valdimar Stefanson's maternal grandmother Gudbjorg Tomasdottir died at Gimli in 19 I 3.
729

Krislinn and Gudrun Slejanssoll.

KRISTINN AND GUDRUN STEFANSSON
One of the outstanding poets among Icelanders in America and his
gifted wife lived their last years in Gimli where their home still stands,
at 47 First Avenue. He was Kristinn Stefansson, born July 9, 1856 at
Egilsa in Skagafjordur, and she was Gudrun, born July 14, 1857 at
Helluvad near Myvatn, daughter of Jon Amason, a Gimli pioneer of
1876, and his wife, the noted midwife Rebekka of Meidavellir.
Whatever their talents, the early pioneers had first to make their
way with backbreaking toil. So the seventeen-year-old poet who
emigrated to Canada in 1873 worked the first eight years in Ontario as
a lumberjack and at railway construction, till he came to Manitoba in
1881, while his wife-to-be, who had arrived in 1876, worked from dawn
to dusk and beyond as housemaid in many a well-known Winnipeg
home, among them those of the Thibodeaults, Marstons, Macdonalds
and Hunters. She was forever grateful to Mrs. Thibodeault for teaching
her excellent English, which she spoke slowly but with perfect diction.
She also had a special regard for the Hunters. Her house still holds
much furniture from their home.
She often described Winnipeg as it was in her early days there, a
village no larger than old-time Gimli, its wooden sidewalks and mud,
the maids' endless round of child care, dusting, cleaning, polishing,
scrubbing, cooking, washing, starching and ironing, all with little equipment, and all for low pay. Maids were to keep their distance; they never
sat at table with the family. Yet she heard some of the current gossip of
those times about people such as Louis Riel.
When destitute immigrants came from Iceland she was one of the
founders of a women's organization to help them through their first difficulties. When Icelandic children could not tolerate the taunting and
abuse suffered on entering Winnipeg's one public school, she helped to
found a separate school for them where they could learn the rudiments
of English and be on a more equal footing when entering the regular
system or the world of work. For two years she contributed half her
monthly wages of $15 to it. She also helped to find homes for several
Icelandic orphan children and contributed to their support. This left her
practically nothing for herself, but she regretted none of these sacrifices;
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she said that through them she had learned to understand life. She used
to say that she had never in her life met a person from whom she did not
learn something.
She had a versatile mind, equal to sharing with full appreciation in
the literary interests of her husband, but also to comprehending law and
finance. In the "boom" times in Winnipeg about 1881 she invested a
few dollars scraped together from her wages in a lot at 626-628 Young
St. where she later built her first home - a property retained to the end
of her life. From then on she invested in real estate and acquired considerable means for those times. The legal phraseology of a mortgage,
mystifying to many, was crystal clear to her.
On August 13, 1884, she married Kristinn Stefansson. They were a
childless couple, deeply devoted to each other though each independent
in thought and each opening new mental horizons for the other. Both in
Winnipeg and later in Gimli their home was a focus for visitors who enjoyed their hospitality and the unique wit and intelligence of their conversation, which ranged widely over social and cultural matters.
Gudrun Stefansson enjoyed making boldly controversial statements to
arouse spirited debate. In an age of conformity they dared to think.
Kristinn Stefansson's writing won him recognition, being printed
in papers and periodicals. Two volumes of his poetry were published:
"Vestan hal's" (On the West Side of the Ocean) and "Ut urn votn og
velli" (Over Lakes and Plains). Several of his poems describe Gimli: its
pure air, sheltering forest, splendid sunsets and sunrises and sailing on
the lake, but above all Lake Winnipeg, with its shining beauty,
awesome mystery and terror.
H is death on Sept. 26, 1916, was a crippling blow to his wife, who
lived alone in their Gimli home for several years. For years she set a
place for him at her table. Then, having sought out distant relatives, a
young teacher and her mother living alone in Gimli, she constantly
befriended them through the mother's last illness and death, after which
she invited the teacher (Sigurbjorg Stefansson) to share her home.
Years later it was also shared by Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Benson, who
assisted her in her last years. She died there March 6, 1936, but they all
continued to make it their home, as indeed she had wished.
Like most pioneers she had learned in a hard school the lesson of
thrift and economy in daily living, but often she reached out a generous
helping hand, not to quitters, for whom she had no respect, but to those
striving valiantly against odds. Such benefactions were always made in
private. Among some that come to mind is the giving of a milch cow to
a family with many young children. She aided a young immigrant
cousin from Iceland through medical college and he became a noted
doctor. Hearing that a house rented by a young woman who was the
main support of her mother and younger brothers and sisters was for
sale, she bought it. Then she invited the woman to stay in it at the same
monthly rate - but this time the payments would go not toward rent,
but toward purchase, so that instead of being dispossessed she became
the owner of the property.
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Gudrun Stefansson was not pretty but striking with her unique personality and tall erect figure dressed in black with total disregard of
fashion, like a regal lady who had stepped out of a distant past. Her
direct speech and pungent wit had a style all its own, sometimes acid if
aimed at sham or snobbery. Under a rather brusque manner lay deep
feelings and warm sympathy, especially toward the young. Her most
powerful trait was the spirit of independence characteristic of the early
Icelandic pioneers, and in her extending not only to the material, but to
matters of the mind and spirit as well. In her last week of life, when
almost deprived of speech by a stroke, she waved aside an offer to help
her to a chair, saying, "No ... can ... ," and reached it by herself.
One of her favorite remarks was, "No one knows what he can do, for no
one has ever used all his powers."

JONAS STEFANSSON FAMILY
Jonas Stefansson, born at Thvera in Blonduhlid in Skagafjardarsysla in 1845, died in 1911. Married Steinunn Grimsdottir from Egg in
Hegranes. They had eight children, four of whom died in infancy.
I. Evgenia, married to Petur Fjeldsted; lived in Winnipeg, later
moved to Los Angeles, California.
2. Sigtryggur (Tryggvi), the only surviving son, who lived at Gimli.
3. Steinunn married Dr. Andrew Neville Somerville.
4. Jonasina (Ina) married Valdimar Briem Abrahamsson.
Jonas was among the settlers who emigrated to Ontario in 1874,
and to New Iceland in 1875. He took a homestead in the southern part
of the Arnes district, named it Gimsar, and farmed there for seven
years, moved to Gimli in 1882 and lived there until he was drowned at
the Gimli dock in 1911.
Jonas was a strong and active man in his younger years. He and
Jon Hjalmarsson from Sandvik in Bardardalur and Petur Matusalem
Bjarnason from Stora Sandfell in Skriddalur were probably the best
wrestlers in the group of Icelanders at Gimli. They were very evenly
matched in the Icelandic wrestling known as "glima", which depends
more on skill than strength.
He was well read in history and classics; had a good memory and
an aptitude for learning. Though his son Tryggvi was able to attend
school only three months, he followed his father in becoming an ardent
reader.
At the age of eleven Tryggvi had to go fishing on the lake with his
father and often had to stay alone while his father went to sell the fish.
In 1907 he married Helga Jonasdottir, daughter of Jonas
Halldorsson from Keldudalur, and Helga Steinsdottir from Storugrof.
She was his right hand for the forty years they were married.
Tryggvi became the village blacksmith and was also a town councillor. He had the first well-drilling rig in the district, and drilled over
2,000 artesian wells throughout the Interlake. He invented and built the
first snowmobile in Gimli. Their first home, a large house on Third
A ve. and Centre St. still stands, occupied by Mrs. Olena Valgardson
732

and her children. His blacksmith shop across the creek is well
remembered by neighbours who heard the ringing tones as he swung his
hammer on the anvil.
Tryggvi and Helga Jonasson had five children: William Wallace,
who married Ingibjorg Goodman, and moved to Winnipeg in 1948; they
had three children, Wayne, Brian, and Darlene. William passed away in
1970.
2. Helga Margaret married Jack Kellough and they had one
daughter, Lynne. Helga passed away in 1974.
3. Thelma has been married to Stefan (Steve) Anderson, son of Oddur
and Bjorg Anderson, for 45 years. They built their first home on Sixth
A venue, and Steve worked for Armstrong-Gimli Fisheries for many
years, latterly as foreman of the plant. To seek a better future, they
moved to the Vancouver, B.C. area in 1951, where Steve worked for the
T. Eaton Co. until his retirement in 1971. They have three children:
Margaret, who married Earle Sinkie, truck driver for a stainless steel
company. They have two sons, Allan and Gary. Jack married Elizabeth
Hourie, and they have two daughters, Cheryl and Peggy. Jack is
manager of a large automotive firm in Richmond. Terry married
Madelon Chapman. They have a son, Kevin. Terry is designer and
director of housing for the architectural firm of Thompson, Berwick,
Pra tt and Partners, in Vancouver.
4. Jonasina married Douglas Franklin. They have two children,
Judy and Douglas.
5. Steinunn Jonasson married Francis Reid.
Tryggvi's two younger sisters were school teachers. Steinunn
Sommerville was also a newspaper reporter and journalist, working for
the Winnipeg Free Press for many years, as well as writing many articles for other publications. She was chosen to be Fjallkona of the
Icelandic Celebration for 1950, and her niece Margaret Anderson was
one of her attendants. Jonasina was a teacher for thirty years.
Dr. and Mrs. Sommerville had one daughter, Margaret. Jonasina
and Valdimar Abrahamsson had three children, Valdina, Frederick,
and Steina.
Tryggvi passed away in 1947; Helga four years later.

MISS SIGURBJORG STEFANSSON
Miss Sigurbjorg Stefansson, school teacher and long-standing
member of the Gimli Women's Institute, has been our main resource
person in the compilation of the Icelandic portion of GIMLI SAGA.
To her we have turned again and again for information, and seldom has
she failed to supply what we needed. She translated and compiled the
section on early Icelandic settlement. Without her work this would be a
very ordinary history, without the background of information, and
probably with many errors born of ignorance.
Sigurbjorg Stefansson is the daughter of Helgi Stefansson of
Arnarvatn and his wife Thuridur, daughter of Jon Sigurdsson of
Gautlondum, both from Myvatnssveit, Iceland. They emigrated
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from Mountain, North Dakota in 1905 and were pioneer homesteaders
of Wynyard, Sask. Helgi Stefansson took a very active part in
community life there. Sigurbjorg was their only child.
She recalls the first summer in Saskatchewan, living in a tent till
their home was built. Shortly after they arrived there, her father lost a
leg in a mower accident, and he died eleven years later. When she was
eleven years of age, she had her first formal day in school, when classes
were held during the summer by students from Wesley College. Despite
the fact that she had previously spoken only Icelandic, she had been
taught well at home, and she was able to complete the three year high
school course in two years.
She and her mother moved to Winnipeg, so that she could attend
Wesley College. She graduated from the University of Manitoba in
1920 with her B.A. Her first teaching experience was in a one-roomed
school at Carrick, Man., where the 22 pupils and the teacher spoke
eight different languages, with English as their common bond.
Miss Stefansson was junior high school teacher and assistant
principal at Lundar from 1920-23, teaching in the same room as
Hjortur J. Leo. She came to Gimli as assistant principal in 1923, and
held that position, teaching English, French, Latin, and Icelandic at
various periods, until 1956, with two years of absence at separate times.
She relinquished the vice-principalship in 1956 and continued as class
teacher. She retired twice, being called back to teach after a year of
retirement, and retiring again in 1962.
During her years of teaching, she earned the respect and affection
of the many hundreds of students who passed through her classes. She
took a personal interest in each one, which she has retained throughout
her lifetime. She has contributed to the development of civic
responsibility, tolerance, and integrity, by the example she has
unswervingly set for herself.
Though her dedication to her career and work occupied most of
her time during her teaching years, Miss Stefansson joined the
Women's Institute, and has been a valuable member. Though she did
not feel she could serve on the executive, she has always taken a keen
interest in the education aspect of the organization, and she has
prepared many strong resolutions which have been passed at the local,
provincial, and federal level - on educational matters, women's rights,
alcohol problems, etc. It is interesting to note that changes suggested in
some of these resolutions, though sometimes seemingly ignored at the
time, have finally come to pass years later, showing the foresight she
possesses.
Shy and retiring by nature, she dislikes publicity of any kind, but
her earnest concern on important matters overcomes her innate
reticence when she stands before a group of people. The quiet humor
which infiltrates her presentations, and her knowledge of and interest in
her topic always draw the undivided attention of her listeners.
In recognition of her contributions, during years of membership,
she has been made an honorary life member of the Manitoba Women's
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Institute, the Manitoba Teachers' Society, the Manitoba Library
Trustees Association, the Icelandic National League, and was awarded
a centennial medal by the Manitoba Historical Society in 1971.
The staff and students of the Gimli Collegiate honoured her at a
tea at which the Gimli Women's Institute assisted. A set of
Encyclopedia Britannica was donated to the Collegiate in her name,
which she herself matched with a junior set for the elementary school.
In the project of promoting the establishment of a regional library,
Miss Stefansson was secretary of the Women's Institute committee
which brought this project to a successful conclusion in five
municipalities. She was appointed by the Town of Gimli to the library
board, and served as its secretary from 1966 to 1971, working hard in
the organizational years. She requested that she be retired from the
board at that time. However, she still retains a keen interest in the
library, and is interested in the inclusion of ethnic archives as one of its
features. To this end she has been absorbed in collecting family data as
a starting point for this section of the Gimli Library. The beautiful
centennial library, jointly built in 1967 by the Town and R.M. of Gimli,
stands on an attractive lakefront lot purchased by Miss Stefansson and
donated for the library site, anonymously, in 1965.
Miss Stefansson translated the original Icelandic newspaper,
Framfari, into Engl ish for Col. J. F. Dunlop, base commander at
C.F.B. Gimli, when he chose to name the station paper after Framfari.
She was presented with a citizenship pin and certificate by C.F.B.
Gimli.
Though retirement from teaching was difficult at first for this
dedicated teacher, she has gradually become busier than ever in various
projects in the years that followed. To her door come a never-ending
procession of callers, seeking information on the history of New
Iceland. Seldom are they turned away, and always are they received
with hospitable courtesy to the stately old home she has lived in for
most of the fifty years she has been a resident of Gimli. She has
surrounded her home with beautiful flowers of every kind, - her
summer hobby; and with bird feeding stations, her winter hobby. Even
the boulevards in front, and the area around the stop sign at the corner,
are filled with flowers she plants and tends lovingly, and no child
molests or destroys them, for they all love and respect Miss Stefansson.
Indeed, it was the elementary school children who decided that the
former Collegiate in which she taught should be named in her honour.

ERIC STEFANSON FAMILY
Eric Stefanson was born in Winnipeg, in 1913, the son of a
carpenter and builder. When his father contracted tuberculosis two
years later, the family moved to a farm at Vestfold in the Shoal Lake
area of the Interlake, where his health was completely restored by the
country air. In 1926 the family moved back to Winnipeg.
Eric, fourth in a family of six, attended Daniel Mcintyre
Collegiate Institute, where he was very active in sports - track and
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field, and especially basketball. Later he played on the noted Winnipeg
Toilers basketball team. In 1932 and 1933 he won the Skuli Hanson
Trophy at the Icelandic Celebration, as top track star, and he achieved
the fastest running of the 100-yard race ever recorded at an Icelandic
Celebration, a mark which still has not been beaten - ten seconds flat.
In 1934 Eric moved to Oak Point, buying a dairy farm there, and
marrying Sigrun Sigurdson of North Star.
In 1948 the farm was traded for a grocery store in Gimli.
While in Oak Point, three of their four sons were born, and Eric
Stefanson became active in politics, running as C.C.F. candidate for the
provincial constituency of St. George, but failing to be elected.
At Gimli, Eric quickly became involved in community affairs. He
was a charter member of the Gimli Kinsmen Club, and active in the
Chamber of Commerce, in which he served as president.
He entered the municipal political field, being elected town
councillor in 1949, a position he held until 1957, in addition to being
deputy mayor. He ran for mayor against Mayor Barney Egilson in
1957, and was defeated.
In 1958 Eric Stefanson, a fervent admirer of John Diefenbaker,
changed his political thinking from moderate C.C.F. to Progressive
Conservative, and ran for the federal Parliament in the Selkirk riding.
In the Conservative swing in the west, he was elected, and held the seat
for a little more than ten years, going down to defeat in 1968, in the year
of the Trudeau sweep. During his years in the House of Commons, Eric
proved himself an active and hard-working M.P., always ready to listen
to requests from his constituents, visiting all districts, and still
managing to be one of the most faithful members attending the sessions
of the House. All the major projects undertaken in the Interlake during
his term of office had first been suggested by him - the breakwater at
Gimli being one example.
Eric Stefanson is a firm believer in the "soft sell" approach. He
told us on one occasion that more action is carried out through selling
the need for it to senior civil servants than by talking to cabinet
ministers. Once the deputy minister was convinced, he could easily
convince his elected superior.
736

The S{ejiJIIs.\·ol/ filll/il.\"; DellI/is, Eric Jr., Eric, Sigrul/, Tommy, Kris.

Eric Stefanson had sold his store when elected to Parliament, and
built a home in Gimli, entering the field of insurance, He continued
after his defeat until he sold his insurance business to Dick Arnason,
and for a time was an organizer for the Progressive Conservative party,
moving to Winnipeg, Later he was named director of sales for the
Manitoba Centennial Sweepstakes, with a staff of 12,
In 1970 he was h ired as first manager of the Interlake
Development Corporation, a position he still holds, and the family
moved back to their Gimli home, though his business office is at
Arborg, He is highly regarded in this position,
Eric Stefanson has also been a long-time member of the Icelandic
Festival committee, and was its president in 1957, 1958, and again in
1966 and 1967. He was elected secretary of the Gimli Old Timers in
1974. He is a charter member of the Viking Masonic Lodge no. 175.
Sigrun Stefanson is a quiet, home-loving person, making a
pleasant home for her busy husband, She was an active member and
president of the Kinette Club and the Good Neighbours, and an avid
curler. She is a member of the Eastern Star.
They have four sons, all active like their father. Tom, the eldest, is
a chartered accountant with his own firm of Stefanson and Company.
He is married to Diane Kleinfelder, with a son and a daughter.
Dennis is principal of Bruce Junior High School in Kirkfield Park
married to Claire Gontier, with three children. He is past secretary and
vice-president, and now president of the Icelandic Festival.
Kris as yet unmarried, is a lawyer, now a crown prosecutor, having
been at Thompson, Man. until the summer of 1974, when he was
transferred to Winnipeg. He is a member of the Kinsmen Club and
other local groups.
Eric Junior took his B.A. degree at the University of Manitoba,
and his first year Pre-Masters in political science. His activities as a
hockey player interfered with his studies, and he dropped his course to
enter the field of chartered accountancy, articled by his brother Tom.
He was a hockey star for years at Gimli, on teams which won the
Midget and Juvenile B. provincial championships, and later played with
the Gimli Wolves and Selkirk Steelers. Eric Jr. is married to Myrna
Graham of MacGregor, Man., with a daughter and a son.
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JON AND SAEUNN STEFANSSON
Jon Stefansson was born at Voglum in Blonduhlid, Skagafjordur,
Iceland, in June, 1851. His wife Saeunn was born at Anastodum, in
Svartardal, Iceland. Shortly after they married, in 1883, they left for
Canada, settling on a homestea-d about a mile southwest ofGimli. They
farmed there for several years before moving into the village of Gimli.
Jon left each fall for fishing camps at the northern end of Lake Winnipeg, not returning home till spring. In 1912, he moved with his family
to Steep Rock, Man. on the eastern shore of Lake Manitoba, where he
fished and farmed until 1936, when he retired and moved into Steep
Rock. He passed away in 1939.
Jon was a good story-teller, and always had a story to tell. He was
an effective public speaker, especially in his beloved Icelandic. In the
early days in Gimli, the old-timers had many heated political meetings,
and Jon liked nothing better than to get into the midst of the fray. He
was also a poet, and many of his poems were published in the Icelandic
papers in Winnipeg. After he moved to Steep Rock, he published two
books, each containing a short story and a number of poems. The stone
house he built at Gimli still stands on Third Avenue.
Saeunn was a devoted mother, and like so many Gimli mothers,
had to take on most of the responsibility of raising the family while
their father was away for such long periods fishing. She passed away at
the home of her daughter Valdina in Vancouver, in 1950.
They had eight children: Inga, who married Stefan Eldjarnson, and
lived a mile west of Gimli: Stefan was secretary-treasurer of the
municipality and the school for many years. (See Eldjarnson). Anna
married Al Reid, and lived in California. Palmi, married Kristin Brynjolfsson, lived at Steep Rock. Alex, married Naomi Holland, lives at
Steep Rock. Stefan, married Alice Dumas, lives in Steep Rock. Elin,
married Jack McNaughton, lived in California. Jonina, married Fiddi
Snidal, lived at Steep Rock. Valdina, married Geiri Oddson, lives in
Vancouver. Only three of the children, Alex, Stefan, and Valdina are
still living in 1974.

THE STEVENS FAMILY
Jon Gudnason Stevens was born in 1864 at Breidafjord in Iceland,
the son of Gudni Jonsson and Johanna Johannsdottir. He came to
Canada with an aunt in 1876, settling first in Selkirk, where he adopted
the name of Stevens, and started at once to earn his living, though only
12 years of age. He married Johanna Hansdottir in 1887. She was born
in 1866, at Akureyri, Iceland, the daughter of Hans Jonsson and his
wife Ingibjorg Johannesdottir, and she also came to Canada in 1876,
with her parents. At first they divided their time between Selkirk and
Gim Ii, then they moved to a farm in the Minerva district west of Gimli
in 1912, and from that time Gimli was their permanent home.
Captain Jon Stevens spent 58 years of his life on Lake Winnipeg,
first as cook at fishing camps, then as a mate, and finally a captain for
46 years on various passenger and freight boats, namely; Idell, Premier,
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Garry, Chieftain, Fisherman, Goldfield, Sigmund, MS Miner, and
others. During this time he had his sons Jon, Bill, and Clifford, and his
grandson Bill working with him. He was one of the first to take out
commercial winter fishing outfits on Big Bullhead, also many years at
Little Tamarack. A hardy man, he was usually the last lake captain to
bring his boat into harbour at the approach of freeze-up. In 1974, his
name was honoured by the Canadian Permanent Committee of
Geographic Names, by the naming after him of Stevens Point, on
Berens Island, a good harbour he had discovered first in 1892. Captain
Stevens assisted surveyors of the lake many times by telling them of
rocky shores and other features which he knew well from his many
voyages. He died in February, 1939.
While her husband sailed the lake, Johanna Stevens stayed home
and looked after the farm while raising their five sons and one daughter.
Following her husband's death, she lived in a small house in Gimli,
where she was known to everyone as "Grandma Stevens," and well
beloved by all. She was an honourary life member of the Lutheran
Ladies' Aid. In her funeral sermon, preached by the Rev. H. S. Sigmar
in 1953, he said: "She was a friend to all who wanted her friendship."
She died at the home of her youngest son, Clifford, and his wife Snjolaug. Besides her six children, she was survived by 32 grandchildren,
28 great-grandchildren, and two sisters.
The eldest son of Captain and Mrs. Stevens was Jon. who lived all
his life at Gimli, dying at the Betel Home at the age of 83. His wife
Ragnhildur, (Ranka), was born in Iceland, coming to Canada at the age
of 12, after suffering many hardships at her home at Hunavatnsysla, an
isolated community in northern Iceland. She recalled, in an interview,
the big stone fireplace in the kitchen, without a chimney, on which all
the food was cooked, and the delicious whole grain bread which was
baked for hours between heavy sheets of cast iron.
Ragnhildur's father died when she was eight, and the children were
distributed among members of the family. She stayed with her widowed
sister-in-law until the sister-in-law had an opportunity to come to
Canada, when she went to another family. Later her sister-in-law sent
for her, and after some difficulties, the l2-year old girl was re-united
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with her sister-in-law and her sister, at Gardar, N.D, Later they moved
to Gimli, and in 1909 Ragnhildur went to work for the Stevens family,
and three years later she and Jon were married.
They went into partnership on the farm and eventually took it
over. Jon bought one of the first cars to be seen in Gimli, a handsome
1916 Model T Ford, of which they were very proud.
They had nine children, and all but two of them remained to live in
Gimli. Bill. their eldest, who was a captain on Lake Winnipeg before
and after serving in World War II, and a member of the Goldfield crew
for many years, moved to British Columbia, where he captained an
ocean-going fishing vessel. He married Margaret Thorsteinson and they
have a married son Larry and a daughter Rae, 2. Laurence. Jon and
Ranka's second son, is a highly successful Lake Winnipeg fisherman,
married to Gudrun Johnson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Johnson.
They have two sons, Jon and Barney, and a daughter Linda. Jon

John SI{,I'('//s Jr. \\'ilh his l11ilk lI'agon in Ihe good old da)'s.
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married Shirley Ann Gibbons, and their three sons are Vincent, John,
and Dennis. Jon was recently promoted to the position of bank
manager, and they now reside in Calgary, having recently moved from
Halifax. Barney is a police officer with the Edmonton City police and is
married to Donalda Scribner of Gimli, an L.P.N., and they have a
daughter Holly and a son James. Linda is married to Lieutenant Earl
Sontag, stationed at Cold Lake with the Armed Forces. Laurence's wife
Gudrun, (Rooney), is an active mem ber of the Gimli Lutheran Church,
serving for many years on the church council, and has held office in the
women's groups. She is a member of the Eastern Star, while Laurence,
a Mason, is a member of Viking Lodge. She was secretary of the
Icelandic National League for six years, and was Fjallkona at the
Icelandic Festival in 1963. 3. Ruby, Jon's oldest daughter, married
N orman Albertson, who was captain of the Goldfield, a freighting boat
based at Gimli, until his untimely death from illness in 1963. They had
three children, sons Gordon and Roy, and a daughter Cheryl. Gordon
works in northern Manitoba, while Roy, who is married, now lives in
British Columbia, and has had considerable experience as a football
player. Cheryl is married and living in British Columbia with her husband Marino Jonasson. 4. Violet Stevens married Kris Benediktson, a
Gimli man, and they resided in Winnipeg until her death in 1973. Their
sons are Kenny, Brian, and Randy, and their daughter, Darlene. Brian
and Kenny are married, Brian having two sons and a daughter. 5.
Franklin Stevens married Emily Magnusson, who passed away at an
early age, leaving two sons, Gregory and Richard, now both married.
Franklin later married Dorothy Helgason Farago, who bore a
daughter, Melanie. This union ended in divorce and he later married
Clara Einarson, who is director of nursing at the Johnson Memorial
Hospital. Franklin is a carpenter, a member of the Gimli Legion and
the Viking Lodge. 6. Elert Stevens, also a carpenter, married Anna Arnason, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Arnason. They have four
daughters, Judy, Heather, Sharon, and Deanne, and one son Glenn.
Judy, now Mrs. Bolton, lives in Calgary with her husband and son
Cameron. Heather, Mrs. Sawers, resides in Vancouver. Sharon is
working as a secretary in Winnipeg, while Deanne is still at school.
Glenn is in third year COlllmerce at the University of Manitoba. Anna
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Stevens, known to many as "little Anna", has been a tireless worker for
the Gimli Lutheran Church all her life, and has also served many other
community efforts, such as figure skating and hockey for children. For
many years she was an active member of the Women's Institute. Now
that most of the family are grown, she works as a. practical nurse at the
Betel Home. 7. Flora Stevens married Tryggvi Erickson, a local painter
who worked at the Canadian Forces Base and since it closed in 1972
was manager of the Gimli arena, and is now a painter at the Gimli Industrial Park. They have two sons, Barry, a member of the R.C.M.P.,
currently stationed in B.C., and Bradley, at school. There are three
daughters: Darlene, (Susie), is employed by Lake Centre News,
Marilyn is a registered nurse, and JoAnne works at Saunders Aircraft.
Flora and Tryggvi have been active members of the Gimli Legion and
Auxiliary, since they were organized: 8. Walter, the youngest son
married Betty Thornton, and works at the Calvert Distillery. They have
two daughters, Lori and Joan. Lori is at Red River College, training to
be a licensed practical nurse, while Joan is still attending school. 9. The
youngest daughter, Esther, married Gudni Magnusson, who works at
the Calvert Distillery. They have two children, Warren, who is attending the University of Manitoba, and Jamie Lynne, at school. Both are
very athletic, as well as being top students academically. Jamie is
talented musically on several instruments.
William (Bill) Stevens, second son of Jon and Johanna, served on
Lake Winnipeg for 46 years, 38 of them as captain. He was widely
known as "Steamboat Bill". He and his wife Emma made their home
in Selkirk, where they raised their three sons and daughter. Their last
years were spent at Grand Marais, on the east side of the lake. Bill
passed away in 1971. I. John William lived with his wife Florence at
Thompson, where he was in real estate, until his death in 1974. 2.
Harold lives in Selkirk, where his wife Freda is matron of the General
Hospital. He is a No. I steam engineer, working in Winnipeg. They
have three sons. 3. Robert worked at the Rolling Mills at Selkirk until
his death. Surviving are his wife Agnes, and two daughters. 4. Margaret
Soos, the only daughter, resides in Portage la Prairie, and has 2 sons.
Helgi, the third son, remained in Gimli, raising a large family
following his marriage to Gudrun Thorvaldson; she came to Gimli at
the age of 16 from Iceland to work at the Betel Home, of which her aunt
Eleanora Julius was then matron. Gudrun made a tremendous contribution to the Home throughout her entire life, even playing the organ
there, as was her custom, just a few days before her death in 1968. Helgi
worked variously as a fisherman and a carpenter. They had seven
daughters and four sons; two children died in infancy. Mrs. Stevens,
known as Gunna, was a friend to all, working hard for all community
projects, especially those connected with the Lutheran Church, and giving generously both of herself and of her limited means. For years no
function at the church or skating rink was complete without her faithful
coffee pot and Icelandic coffee bag. The door of their small log house
was always open to all, and coffee was served at any time of the day.
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When their children grew up they built a comfortable modern home for
their parents, The Betel Home honoured her by crowning her their
Queen, and in 1966 she was chosen Fjallkona for the Icelandic Festival.
The family includes: I. Eleanor, married to Ken Young in British
Columbia, who has a daughter Marilyn, and two grandchildren. 2.
Amelia, Mrs. Sveinn Thordarson, Gimli's assistant postmaster, has two
daughters, Bonnie and Dorothy, and a son Tom. Bonnie, Mrs. Randy
Dann, has a son and a daughter, and they live in Gimli. Still at home
are Tom and Dorothy. Amelia is a faithful church worker and member
of the choir and the women's association. 3. Aurora, the third
daughter, works in Winnipeg with the R.C.M.P. She, like her family,
especially her sisters, is musical, and sings with the Winnipeg Philharmonic Choir. 4. Valborg, (Bobby), was married to Fred Bailey, with a
son Fred, now married. Their marriage ended in divorce. Valborg lives
in Winnipeg, and has worked at Eaton's for many years, where she
holds a responsible position. 5. Douglas, the eldest son, lives with his
sister Barbara and her family, in the old family home. He has been a
generous person to his family and church. Douglas worked at the Canadian Forces Base for many years, but is now unable to work due to poor
health. His father is now a resident of the Betel Home. 6. Donalda,
(Donna), Mrs. Ragnar Nygaard, lives in Brandon, her husband's work
being at Camp Shilo. They have three daughters, Lynne, working in
Winnipeg, Paula and Tanis. and a son Robert. 7. Barbara is Mrs.
Murray Henderson of Gimli, and they have two sons, Colin and Billy,
and two daughters, Sandra and Kathleen. 8. Inga is married to Donald
Peter of Winnipeg. They have two daughters, Alyson Dawn and Lori
Leah. Don is an accountant at the Misericordia Hospital. Prior to her
marriage Inga was assistant postmaster at Gimli. 9. Clarence Stevens,
his wife Betty, and their daughters Kristina and Donna, live in Winnipeg. 10. Eddie is unmarried and works as a carpenter at Portage la
Prairie. II. Winston, who married Linda Holm, has four children, Shelly, Pamela, Scott, and Brian. They live in Gimli.
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Norman Kristjan Stevens, son of Captain and Mrs. Jon Stevens,
worked for 45 years, first as a clerk and then as manager for the Gimli
Fisheries, originally called Armstrong Gimli Fisheries, and later British
Columbia Packers. He married Margret Holmfridur Skaptason, who
came from Winnipeg to teach school in Gimli. They have five living
children, having lost their second child, an infant daughter. I. Joseph
Norman, enlisted as a gunner at the age of 17, trained in Canada, then
served in England and with the occupational force in Germany. He
attended Khaki College near London, then completing his education on
his return, graduated as a civil engineer from the University of
Manitoba. He now works for the federal Department of Public Works
and has lived in Vancouver for several years. He is Manager, Marine
and Civil Engineering for B.c. He married Kristine Sigurgeirson,
formerly of Hecla Island, and their family consists of four children:
Patricia Kristine, who has travelled widely in Europe, and does
secretarial work, recently married Neal Cox, a shipwright; Alison Jo, a
secretary; Norman Perry, a popular highschool football player; and
Warren Craig, at school. 2. Margaret Anne, (Peggy), was an outstanding student, one of four in Gimli, who in the same year received
Manitoba scholarships. She graduated with a B.Sc. degree in Home
Economics, and was editor of the Home Economics yearbook. She majored in Dietetics at Vancouver General Hospital, then worked at her
profession at the General Hospital in Winnipeg prior to her marriage to
John Grant, a B.A., who is a civil servant at Ottawa. Peggy now lives in
Winnipeg with her daughters, Karen Gudrun and Aileen Margaret.
Gordon Steven is completing high school in Ottawa and is a sailing
enthusiast, owning his sailboat and entering regattas in various places.
He is a qualified life guard. 3. Theodore Clifford worked as a teller at
the Imperial Bank, Gimli, for a number of years, also as clerk at the air
base. He is unemployed at present due to ill-health. 4. Gudrun Mae
worked as a secretary, and travelled widely in European and other
countries. She married Daniel Maclean, a chemical engineer who obtained a Master's degree from Birmingham University, England. He
was recently technical director for the Golden Eagle Oil Company when
their refinery was built in Quebec City, and is now employed by the
Hudson Oil Company, in Kansas City, where he is in charge of their
refining business. Their eldest child, Kathleen Gudrun, died at the age
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of 12. Other children are Ian Bjorn, and Kristine Barbara, (adopted). 5.
Norma Deanna also did secretarial work before her marriage to
Thomas (Tom) Saunders, a corporal with the armed forces stationed at
Edmonton. They have two daughters, Deborah Diane and Denise
Kristine.
Margret Stevens claims two well-known families as her own. Born
to Mr. and Mrs. Bjorn Blondal of Winnipeg, she was adopted while
very young by Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Skaptason, due to her mother's
death. Her blood brother, Agust Blondal, was a well-known and loved
physician and gifted artist. Her father, Bjorn Agustsson Blondal was
born at Flogu, in Vatnsdal, Iceland the son of Agust Theodor Blondal
and Johanna Jonsdottir. In 1882 he came with his widowed mother to
Canada. He died in Winnipeg in 1910. His wife Bjorg was born at
Ulfsstodum in Lodmundarfirdi, in 1862, the daughter of Bjorn Halldorson, born in 1831 died in Winnipeg in 1920, and Holmfridur Einarsdottir. Bjorg came with her large family to North Dakota in 1884, and died
in Winnipeg in 1904. Bjorn was a fine carpenter and came to Gimli to
build the Lakeview Hotel and also the home of H. P. Tergesen.
Margret's foster father was the nephew of the Rev. Magnus Skaptason, the Unitarian minister, and he grew up on his father's farm at
Hnausa, having come from Iceland in 1882. After serving overseas in
World War I as a captain he was appointed Chief Inspector of Fisheries
for Manitoba. Mrs. Skaptason was born just south of Gimli three years
after her parents came with the first settlers in 1875. She grew up in the
Argyle district, and returned to teach school at Arnes when she was 17.
Years later she came to Gimli to organize the Junior Lodge of the
LO.G.T., being the leader of the Winnipeg branch. Margret taught at
the Gimli school, and joined the Women's Institute almost immediately. She has been an active member for 52 years, being secretary for 13
years in all, and president for three. She voluntarily taught sewing at the
school in later years and was a leader in all the courses brought to Gimli
by the Extension Service. She was active in the Unitarian Church, the
Ladies' Aid, and Sunday School. During the war she was instrumental
in founding the Overseas Service Club, and worked for the Red Cross.
During the depression she was active in the Associated Charities, a
group which aided the needy. She is an honorary life member of the
Manitoba Women's Institute.
Margret is a member of Selkirk Chapter No. 35, Order of the
Eastern Star (OES), and has held a number of offices. Norman is Past
Worshipful Master of Lisgar Lodge, No.2, A.F. and A.M. of Selkirk,
and a charter member of Viking Lodge No. 175, of Gimli, of which he
is treasurer. He has been a Mason for 32 years, and has a life
membership in both lodges. He is also a Shriner.
The youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Jon Stevens, Clifford. became a
lake captain like his father, piloting the Goldfield for many years, as
well as other vessels. He is now retired due to poor health. He married
Snjolaug (Snowy), adopted daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Josephson,
who was organist at the Lutheran Church for many years, and an active
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member of the Ladies' Aid. She worked part-time for many years as a
practical nurse at the Betel Home. They have two children: Clifford Jr.,
who was also a lake captain on the Goldfield, but is now employed at
the Calvert Distillery and secretary of the Union there. He married a
public health nurse, Beverley Withers, and. they have four children,
Thor, Stefan, and twin daughters, Sylvia and Susan, who achieved distinction in that they were born on different days in different towns.
Sylvia Dawn was born in Gimli March 18, and Susan in Winnipeg
March 19. Clifford and Beverley are active in the Lutheran Church. He
is a volunteer fireman, and secretary of the Fire Brigade. She is active
in the Hospital Auxiliary and was its secretary. Clifford, like his father,
is a member of the Viking Lodge of Gimli. Clifford Sr. became a
member of Lisgar Lodge, Selkirk, forty years ago, and is a life member
of Viking Lodge. Clifford and Snowy's daughter JoAnne is a registered
nurse who worked in public health in a number of areas of Manitoba.
She is married to Donald Smith, a school teacher at Haywood,
Manitoba. He has a B.A. degree and is working towards a Bachelor of
Education degree. They make their home in Winnipeg, with their two
sons, Jon and Kris, and spend their summers at their cottage, "Kovi" at
Loni Beach.
Captain and Mrs. Stevens' only daughter Flora was a nurse, and
was for a time head of the Victorian Order of Nurses. She married Dr.
John Douglas McQueen, a prominent Winnipeg obstetrician. Both are
deceased. Their only daughter, Roberta, graduated in medicine from
the University of Manitoba, winning a gold medal, then trained as a
psychiatrist at the University of Toronto. She is now Director of Mental Health Services for the city of Vancouver Department of Health.
Her husband, Robert (Bob) Keyes obtained a Bachelor of Commerce
(Honors) degree from the University of Manitoba, and also from the U.
of Toronto. He is now an economist with Cominko Ltd. of Vancouver.
Their son Bob is studying medicine, daughter Nancy is in training for
nursing, and Barbara is at the University.
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Gardens at Cam[l Morton tended by William H. SUI11[1ter.

MR. AND MRS. HENRY WILLIAM SUMPTER
"His garden is a treasure house alive with song and sun.
Where currants ripe as rubies gleam and golden pippins grow."
(With apologies to poet Lloyd Roberts)
For many years, Henry William Sumpter could have been named
Gimli's number one gardener. His home and garden were a place of
beauty, with many colourful flowers, fruits, and vegetables. Each year
his prolific garden yielded from 400 to 500 quarts of fruits and
vegetables, besides root vegetables and potatoes. He grew over 400
gladioli to delight the eye of the passerby.
The Sumpters came first to Gimli during the 1930s, when Mr.
Sumpter, an English gardener from Reading, Berkshire, was hired as
gardener of Camp Morton. As he travelled through the Gimli area, he
was impressed with the lush green grass, and decided to move his home
here from Dauphin.
He had come from England in 1906, working at various jobs, ranging from cutting scrub to cooking at a camp for 24 men. When he had
raised enough money to support a wife, he sent to England for his
boyhood sweetheart, Marion. They homesteaded at Dauphin, enduring
the hardships of the pioneer, until one year all their hay was burned, so
they moved into Dauphin. It was then Mr. Sumpter started working at
Camp Morton, continuing for 18 years. During that time the Camp
became a place of outstanding beauty, with sunken gardens, a fountain,
wishing well, and myriads of flowers and ornamental shrubs.
When he retired, he devoted his time to developing his own garden.
Mr. and Mrs. Sumpter and their only daughter, Agnes, have been
staunch workers at St. Michael's Catholic Church. Mrs. Sumpter sang
in the choir, and Agnes was the organist for many years, and often choir
director. Parish priest Father William Holloway was a long-time friend
of the family, and in later years, Mrs. Sumpter kept house for him, as
she had done in early days. Mr. Sumpter passed away in 1956, and Mrs.
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Mr. and Mrs. Sumpter and their
daughter Agnes.

Sumpter in 1966. Father Holloway in retirement lived for several
periods, and in his final years, at Agnes' home. Agnes married Chester
Meredith, a member of the R.C.A.F., who upon retirement worked as a
civilian employee at the Gimli Armed Forces Base. They lived across
the street from Agnes's parents and raised their two daughters, Marion
and Bertha. Later, the Sumpter home was sold to the church to be a rectory for the parish priest.
Agnes worked at the H. P. Tergesen store before her marriage, and
at times in later years. She has been a devoted community worker, active in her church, a member of St. John Ambulance Association, in
which she has devoted much time to giving first aid courses and serving
at public functions as a first aid worker, for which she was honoured by
St. John Ambulance in 1969. She has been active in Girl Guides, as
lieutenant, captain, district, division, and area commissioner, until she
retired from Guiding in 1971. She has also been active in the Canadian
Mental Health Association.

VALDIMAR THORSTEINN SVEINSSON
Valdimar Sveinsson was born at Camp Morton on Oct. 5,1892. His
father, Thorsteinn, was born at Karadalstungu, Hunavatnssysla,
Iceland, Jan. 26, 1856. He studied carpenty and cabinet making in
Reykjavik and later for a year in the United States. He came to Canada
in 1888 and homesteaded a farm at Camp Morton, called Svalbakka
(Cool bank). He made a lot of the furniture for his home, such as tables,
chairs, bedsteads and springs for the beds. He made spinning wheels for
a number of people scattered all over the Interlake, and many other
things, all beautifully made.
He married Gudbjorg Gudmundsdottir from Thermyri in
Vesturhopi, Iceland, in 1890. Their children were:
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I. Margret, a nurse, worked at the Ninette Sanatorium, Johnson
Memorial Hospital, and Betel Home. She was matron of the Betel
Home, for a time, and is now a resident there, and for many years took
charge of arranging the monthly birthday parties.
2. Valdimar Thorsteinn married Lilja Valdina Sveinsson, school
teacher, daughter of Thorvaldur Sveinsson, born at Enni in Vidvikursveit, Skagafjardarsysla, Iceland. Thorvaldur's father Sveinn
Sveinsson died when he was six years old, and he was brought up by
foster parents, Petur Gudmundsson and his wife Lilja Sigurdardottir.
Thorvaldur came to America in 1881, worked in Minnesota for a year,
and in Winnipeg for six years, came to Husavick in 1888, fishing in
winter and working for a Scottish farmer in North Dakota in summer.
In 1899 he homesteaded a farm in Husavick, where he lived the rest of
his life. He married Halldora Gudrun, daughter of Albert and Elin
Thidriksson. Their children were:
a. Elin Albertina, married Kristjan Sigurdson of Sandy Hook, a
farmer;
b. Lilja Valdina, married Valdimar Sveinsson,
c. Peter Skuli, carpenter, married Johanna Skagfeld
d. Albert Valtyr Sveinn, carpenter, married Marie Stanley.
e. Emil Einar, carpenter.
f. Anna Soffia, married Skafti Anderson.
g. Theodora Thorsteina, married Sigurdur Martin.
3. Holmfridur, (Freda) married Joseph Rasmussen from Inwood.
4. Rosa Johanna
5. Kristin married Thorsteinn Sigurdur, Camp Morton.
6. Gudrun married Arthur Bristow of Gimli (see Bristow)
7. Sigurlina married Bjorgvin Albertson, Ames.
The life of the pioneer was difficult. Thorvaldur did many things
besides fishing, farming, road work, etc. His wife Halldora spun,
knitted, and sold socks and mitts to the stores to help buy groceries.
They worked well for the church. Thorvaldur was on the church council
for years, and on the school board. Theirs was a very close-knit family,
all ready to hel p one another.
Valdimar as a young man worked at fishing, joined threshing
gangs in the fall, fish freighting in winter. He worked as engineer on the
freighter" Buck" for several summers. He became a good craftsman
like his father. When he retired from farming at Svalbakka, he became
caretaker of the Betel Home for nine years. The residents kept him busy
mending their clocks and even their jewellery when it fell apart.
Valdimar and Lilja had two children:
I. Doris Eleanor, R.N. married Ellert Lome Anderson, farmer, and
now caretaker of the Betel Home. Doris is superintendent of Nursing
at the Betel Home. They have six children, Gregory, Kathleen, Gordonn Elin, Lorraine, and Karen.
2. Leonard Valdimar is an auto body repairman, with a shop at Lac du
Bonnet, Man. Married to Irene Stansell from Arborg. They have four
children, Duane, Sheldon, Camille, and Russell.
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THE TERGESEN FAMILY
Hans Pjetur Tergesen was born in 1863 at Akureyri in Eyjafjordur,
Iceland, the son of Robert Tergesen and Judit Ingibjorg Gudjonsdottir.
He spent his early childhood with his grandparents, his father having
been drowned before his birth, then joined his mother upon her
remarrying. In 1887 he migrated to Canada with his mother, and the
following year married Sigridur Palsdottir, born at Hofi in Hjaltadal,
Iceland. Her parents were Pall Palsson and Margret Gisladottir who
came with her to Canada in 1887. M r. and Mrs. Tergesen resided in the
Calder municipality in Saskatchewan until 1893, from where they
moved to Winnipeg, then to Gimli, where they arrived 'by coach on New
Year's Day, 1899.
Mr. Tergesen's trade was tinsmithing, and he opened a hardware
store on the site of which still stands in 1974 the same building and
general store operated by his son Joe. At first he made most of his
wares himself, pots, pans, oiicans, stovepipes, completely outfitting the
newly arrived Ukrainian farmers with such commodities. The family

The interior of the Ter[;esen store in 1913.
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lived above the store until 1902, when their first home was built south of
the store, and later moved across the street. A farsighted, progressive
businessman, Mr. Tergesen erected the first street light in Gimli, a coal
oil lamp placed on top of a pole outside the store, which he lit each
night. Runaway horses, a common sight in those days, one day got
tangled around the lamp post, pulling it down, and that was the end of
Gimli's first street light.
Mr. Tergesen's foresight was also evident when he built the stately
and beautiful home on Fourth Avenue in 1908, now occupied by his son
Joe, and his wife Lara. It was then considered far out in the country, but
today is one of the finest residential areas. He had it wired for electricity, which he knew would come eventually: 22 years later he was able to
turn on the lights. He also installed steam heat and modern waterworks
and plumbing system operated by a windmill. The ceiling of the living
room and the walls of the den were decoratively hand-painted by an artist friend, Snaebjorn Palsson, whose work in the den remains clear and
beautiful after nearly 70 years.
Political affairs always had Mr. Tergesen's support and interest.
First a member of the first municipal council of the incorporated
village, he later served three terms as mayor, from 1911-1914, 19201924, and 1932. He was an active member of the Lutheran Church,
supplying materials to build the second church on credit, and carefully
looking after church records. In his declining years he charged his son
Joe to take good care of the original membership books, which are still
stored in the store safe. H is wife was also an active church worker and
the first member of the Ladies' Aid to receive a life membership. Mr.
Tergesen supported sports in general, and was a talented actor who
always took part in local theatricals. The Tergesen home was a centre
of social activity. The store, at the corner of First Avenue and Centre
Street, originally had two storeys, the upper being used for living
quarters, then as a hall, and then as a classroom. Later on it was
removed, the entrance was changed, and an addition was built on to be
used as an ice-cream parlor, which later became a drug store operated
by one of the sons, Hans Robert, a pharmacist. He still operates the
store in 1974, but has retired from pharmacy. Another son, Sven
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Johann, has now reduced the stock of his general store which formerly
included groceries, hardware, and other items, but now is confined to
dry goods and shoes.
Mr. and Mrs. Tergesen had seven children, six of whom lived to
maturity, and one adopted daughter. They are: Anna, Mrs. E. S.
Jonasson; Sigurdur Pjetur, deceased: Inga, Mrs. Jack McKenty; Sven
Johann Hans; Hans Robert: Alma: and Inga, Mrs. Erlendson. There
are 13 grandchildren. Mrs. Tergesen passed away in 1950, and Mr.
Tergesen in 1954, at the age of 91) still sharp of mind and memory.
Their children:
Anna attended school in Winnipeg and became an accountant.
After her marriage to Einar S. Jonasson, the son of Einar Jonasson, the
noted pioneer, she was a very active member of the community, the
Temperance Lodge, the Lutheran Church, and particularly the
Women's Institute. She was a charter member in 1917, a faithful, hardworking member, holding many offices, and in 1955 she was presented
with the first honorary life membership given in the Gimli W.1. Mr. and
Mrs. Jonasson had three children: Olof Anna, who graduated in home
economics from the University of Manitoba, and worked as a dietitian
at Grace Hospital until her marriage to J. H. Argue, who holds a B.Sc.
degree in Agriculture, and is manager of Foremost Foods in Vancouver. They had four children; Jan Margaret, who died in a tragic accident at the age of 18, Judith, Ann, and John. Margaret, the second
daughter, studied home economics for two years, then took a secretarial
course. She married Dr. D. A. King, a dentist, who served as a major in
World War II, now deceased. They have two sons, David and Thomas,
both of whom reside in Vancouver. The Jonasson's only son, Einar A.
(Buddy), served in both the army and the air force in World War II, and
then graduated from the University of Manitoba in Agriculture. He
was employed as sales manager for Green Cross Insecticides for
Western Canada. He married a Gimli girl, Eileen Einarson, and they
had four sons, Tom, Jeff, John, and Hans. Bud passed away in 1968
after a lengthy illness. His father, Einar S. had predeceased him by
many years.
Sigurdur Pjetur (Pete) Tergesen was active in theatricals, a charter
member of the Gimli Icelandic Library, worked in the church, and
served one term on the town council. He kept the books in his father's
store all his life except the years when he served overseas in the First
World War. He was badly wounded and spent much time in hospital.
He is deceased.
Inga was a teacher before her marriage to Dr. Jack McKenty who
had served in the medical corps during World War II, then practised
medicine in Winnipeg until his death. Their son Dr. Jack McKenty Jr.,
is a urinologist in Milwaukee, is married to Betty White, and their
children are Jack Vincent, and Marrian. Their daughter Betty Jane,
who received eight scholarships and has a M.A. from the University of
Manitoba, married William T. Wiley, who until his recent death at an
early age was general manager of the Stratford Festival Theatre in On-
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tario. Their children are Elizabeth, Kate, John, and Matthew. Betty
Jane is a writer and has done much radio and TV work,
Sven Johann received his secondary education at Jon Bjarnason
Academy and Wesley College, later enlisted in the navy and was
stationed at Halifax until 1918. He was a partner with his father and
brother Pete for 33 years before he took the store over himself, retaining the name H. p, Tergesen and Sons, This store is the only business in
Gimli, and probably in Manitoba, which has been continuously
operated by the same family for 74 years, As a young man Joe played
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baseball and hockey, and it was said that he was the deadliest shot in the
hockey club. He played the trumpet in the first Gimli band. His hobby
was luxury cars, and he drove the first large touring car in the town in
1915. He served on the council for two terms. In his quiet unobtrusive
way he has helped many people through the years, and his store has
been headquarters for many service projects, including a travelling
library. For the last 25 years his wife Lara has worked in the store with
him.
Lara Helga is the daughter of Julius and Helga Solmundson. She
taught school on a permit when she was 17, at Berlo, then after training
in Winnipeg, taught at Camp Morton, Argyle, and Gimli prior to her
marriage. They have lived in the old Tergesen home since Mrs. H. P.
Tergesen's death. She has been very active in the community, at one
time being president of the Dorcas Society, and for about 35 years ha~
been a member of the Women's Institute, holding every office, and
serving as a director and later vice-president of the Winnipeg-Interlake
district W.I. board. In 1959 Gimli W.I. made her a life member. She
spearheaded the drive to get a regional library for this area, and was
chairman of the committee working for it. For many years, four of
them as president, she was a member of the Lutheran Ladies' Aid, and
at one time was superintendent of the Sunday School. In the Ladies'
Auxiliary of the Canadian Legion she was superintendent of the Sunday
School. In the Ladies' Auxiliary of the Canadian Legion she was
president for four years. In 1960 she was elected to the School Board,
serving for six years, two of these as chairman. In recent years her
prime interest has been the Icelandic National League, of which she has
been president for the past seven years. In 1974 a life membership was
conferred upon her by the Icelandic National League of North
America; "In recognition for furthering its aims and objectives in
various ways over an extended time." She was appointed to the
Evergreen Regional Library board by the town, and is now its
secretary. She has been an enthusiastic and able curler for over 35
years.
Joe and Lara have two sons, Sven Johann, who studied at St.
Paul's College, then at Minneapolis with a hockey scholarship, then at
Brandon, where he played for the Brandon Elks who won the provincial
championship. In 1949 he played in Stockholm for Canada in the world
hockey championship,. After graduating in pharmacy from the University of Manitoba, he married Frances Cameron, and operates a drug
store at Arborg, where he is a community leader and town councillor.
They have two sons, Hans Johann at university and Cameron, at home.
Joe's and Lara's second son, Terence Pjetur Julius (Terry), studied fine
arts and then architecture at the University of Manitoba, and became
an architect, at first with Libling, Michener and Associates, when he
designed the high schools at Gimli, Riverton, and Arborg, and the Arborg Legion Hall. He is now in his own partnership with McFeeters,
Tergesen, and Sedun, which firm designed the Viking Motor Hotel and
Taylor Pharmacy. He married Lorna Stefanson, and they have four
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sons: Sven Julius, Soren Johann Pjetur, Stefan Hans, and Johann
Franz, and a daughter, Tristin Sanna. Terry is a director of the Icelandic Cultural Corporation, and a member of the Icelandic Festival Committee.
Hans Robert Tergesen was active in sports in his youth. He
graduated with honors, in pharmacy, from the University of Manitoba,
and after apprenticing for a time in Winnipeg set up business as a
druggist in Gimli. He served on the school board for five years. His
hobby is art, and he is a member of the local art club, having more
leisure now in his semi-retirement.
Ruby Thorsteinson, whom he married in 1939, is the granddaughter of Magnus Halldorson, born in Krisuvik, in Gullbringusysla,
Iceland, in 1850, the son of Halldor Magnusson and Margret
Thorleifsdottir. In 1886, the year Magnus came to Canada, he married
Gudbjorg Jonsdottir from Bryggja in Haukadalssokn in Arnessysla, the
daughter of Jon Gudmundsson and Gudrun Egilsdottir. The Halldorsons settled on a farm in the Minerva district known as "Soleyjaland"
which they purchased for $100. A few years later they moved into Gimli
where Magnus became light-housekeeper and also a fisherman. He died
in 1929, his wife having predeceased him the previous year. Of their five
children only two grew to maturity. Magnusina (Magga) was a
seamstress, and at one time made all the choir robes. Margret Juliana
(Julia), Ruby's mother, worked for the Armstrong Fisheries for 33
years, and at the drugstore for 23. She also taught school at High Bluff,
Manitoba. She was for a time a member of the Women's Institute, and
is remembered for her acting in some of the hilarious plays presented by
the W.I. Both sisters sang in the choir consecutively for more than 60
years, and were presented with gold lockets in recognition of their
faithful service. They were members of the LO.G.T. and youth clubs
within the church. Ruby grew up in her grandparents' home and in her
youth belonged to the Juvenile Temperance Lodge. She worked in
Thorkelson's Jewellery store. She was one of the leaders, with Jon Laxdal and Miss Joey Thordarson, who were in charge of the Youth
Leadership course held in 1938, teaching public speaking and physical
training. She joined the W.I. in which she served most ably as secretary
and president. She was also active in the Good Neighbors club, and the
Ladies' Aid, being president of the latter for two years. She is very fond
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of music, and has sung in the choir for many years. She is
knowledgeable, witty, and enjoys a good-natured debate. She delights
in entertaining friends and has done a lot of travelling. She and Robert
have three children. Hans Robert, the eldest, is unmarried and works
with his father in the drug store. He too has travelled. Janis, next in line,
has a B.A. and a Certificate in Education. She has recently completed a
computer science course and is working for the provincial government.
She has also done extensive travelling in Europe and parts of Africa.
While in Austria she won a gold, bronze, and two silver medals for skiing, and worked at a ski resort. Becky, the youngest, won an award for
being the most outstanding art student in grades II and 12 in Winnipeg.
She is now in third year at University, working towards a B.A. and
B.F.A. (Bachelor of Fine Arts). She too has travelled.
Alma Tergesen studied piano in Winnipeg, and took a business
course. During World War II she enlisted in the C.W.A.C. and received
the Canadian War Medal and the C.W.S.M. Later she obtained a
degree in Institutional Management from the University of Toronto,
and worked at her profession at the Hospital for Mental Diseases,
Selkirk, until her retirement.
I nga was adopted into the Tergesen family at a very early age due
to the death of her mother. She took a hairdressing course, and worked
at this trade in Gimli. She married Oscar Erlendson, now deceased.
Their eldest son, Edward, was a war veteran who died early in life from
a heart attack. The other children are Margaret Anne, Judith, and
Ronald, all married. I nga Erlendson is deceased.

ELIN PETRINA THIDRIKSSON
Elin Petrina Thidriksson was born at Hofi in Eyarfjardarsysla,
Iceland, Oct. 10, 1851, the daughter of Petur Gudlaugsson and Anna
Kristjansdottir. She married Albert Thidriksson in 1874 at Holum in
Hjaltadal, and they lived a year at his farm Svidningi.
In 1876 they sold the farm and moved to Canada. Albert loaned so
much money to his friends who were going to Canada that they arrived
at Gimli with only one dollar.
The first winter they stayed with Kristjan Kernested at Kjarna.
There were 18 people housed there in a small log building. Just after
Christmas Elin and her 18 month old daughter Halldora contracted
smallpox and were bedridden until February.
I n 1877 Albert homesteaded a farm three miles from the lake and
called it Svidningi. They found they were so dependent on the lake for
food that he had his homestead rights transferred to Steinstodum, close
to the lake, in 1882. For three summers Albert worked for a neighbour
for sixty cents a day and two meals. For that money he was able to buy
some cows.
In 1879 Elin went to Winnipeg to earn some money. She left a
small baby with friends for $4.00 per month. She was able to get work
for a farmer just outside Winnipeg for $7.00 a month. She refused to
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stay more than two months and her employers were so displeased with
her for leaving that they paid her only $3.00 for the second month. She
then got a job at Davis House for $8.00 a month, worked there three
months, and went home.
Elin was very interested in community affairs, on the church board
for 20 years, many of those years its president. She donated an altar
made by Eirikur Sigurdson, of Winnipeg, to the Husavick church, and a
large picture by Hoffman, of Christ in Gethsemane, in memory of her
loved ones. After her death in 1944 her friends at Husavick donated to
the church in her memory a pair of candelabra for the altar, beautifully
engraved by her nephew Eggert Fjeldsted, a jeweller at Dingwalls.
She was a charter member of the Husavick Ladies' Aid, and was
made an honorary member in 1937. She gave the property for the
Husavick Hall, built in 1925.
Albert and Elin had eight children:
1. Halldora Gudrun, married Thorvaldur Sveinsson. (See Valdimar
Sveinsson)
2. Anna Sigridur, died in her first year.
3. Helga Victoria married Andres Isfeld, died 1920.
4. Carl Peter, married Margaret Johnson, died 1935.
5. Larus Tryggvi, died 1919.
6. Stefan Alexander, married Gudmunda Johnson.
7. Thordis Emilia, married Eyolfur Erickson, died 1923.
8. Thorsteinn Hillman, died 1917.
Elin lost her husband in 1916, after which she lived with her sons at
Steinstodum for several years. For the last nine years of her life she
stayed with her oldest granddaughter, Elin Sigurdson, and died Jan. 15,
1944.

THE THOMPSON FAMILY OF KROSSI
Gisli Magnus Thompson was born in the northern part of Iceland
at Isafjordur. He came to Canada at the age of 24, in 1884 with his
father, Thomas Jon Jonsson, and settled at Krossi, his homestead north
of Birch Point, about a mile north of the north boundary of the Town of
Gimli, along the lake shore, in 1884. Tomas Jonsson, farmer and
carpenter in Gudlaugsvik, was born April 26, 1827 at Sjounda (Seventh
River). He died in 1901. His wife was Thora Gisladottir, from Baer on
Selstrond, born 1825.
His wife, Monika Helga, was born March 21, 1857, the daughter
of Fridbjorn Petursson and his wife Sigurborg Jonsdottir of Storagerdi
Hofs and Miklabaejarsokn in Skagafjardarsysla, Iceland. Her mother
died while Monika was a child, and she went to live at the home of
Petur Jonsson, and then to a relative, Helga Arason. She came to
Canada in 1887, worked in Winnipeg, then came to New Iceland where
she married Gisli Thompson.
Besides farming, Gisli owned a hand printing press and published a
periodical, Svava, for about four years, and also published another
paper, Bergmalid, in partnership with Gudni Thorsteinsson.
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Mr. and Mrs. PC. Thompson.

Joseph Thor Thompson.

Magnus. Peter. ThorneI'. Thor. Roseva/t and Thomas Thompson.

Gisli Magnus was a very well informed, self-educated man, and the
material he published in Svava was gleaned from Icelandic and other
world pUblications which he read and summarized. Very few copies of
this historic publication are still in existence, but in the 1950s, when
their existence was brought to mind through an interview with his
daughter-in-law, a few copies were discovered, which had been found in
an old shed, including one of the first, the latter of which was turned
over to the Gimli Icelandic library.
Gisli and Monika had one son, Peter, and four daughters: Rosa,
who married Oli Josefsson Josephson of Gimli; Solveig, who died in
1951, and was unmarried; Margaret, who lived with Solveig in Winnipeg, where they both worked, until Solveig passed away, and her
other sister, Cecilia, married to William Reid, moved to British Columbia. Margaret also moved to British Columbia, and was married to
William Hebert, formerly from Manitoba, in 1956.
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Only Peter and Rosa had children.
Rosa passed away in 1929, leaving her husband a widower with
three children, Mona Sumarros, Oli Petur, and Walter, who was an infant, and was adopted by his uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Simbi
Josephson. (See Josephson).
Peter Gisli Thompson was born at Krossi Oct. 30, 1889. He served
in the First World War from January, 1916, to April, 1918, with the
108th Overseas Battalion. He was wounded at Vimy Ridge, hospitalized in France, and moved to England for further medical care.
On his return from overseas, he helped his widowed mother run the
farm at Krossi. He was also a fisherman and self-employed painter and
decorator. His sisters also worked on the farm, helping their mother.
He was married Oct. 16, 1926 to Jona Gudrun Jonsson from Uppsolum, Arnessysla, Iceland, who came to Canada with her parents in
1915, when she was 17 years of age. Her brother Steini had come over
earlier and settled at Ashern after working in many parts of western
Canada. Runa's parents stayed only a year before returning to Iceland,
but she remained, working first at Ashern, then in Winnipeg for J. J.
Swanson, and Dr. and Mrs. Brandson, of whom she cherishes fond
memories, among others.
Runa and Peter met at Ashern, where he had gone to paint the
Ashern Hotel, where his sister was working at the time. Some years
later they met in Winnipeg and were married at the farm home of his
sister and brother-in-law, Oli and Rosa Josephson, by the Rev. S.
Olafsson. She stayed the first winter with her sister-in-law while the
men went fishing, and the following spring they made their home in
Gimli, where Peter worked as a painter in the summer, and fished in the
winter, in partnership with Mundi Magnusson. The first two years after
they moved into Gimli, Mrs. Thompson accompanied them to Elk
Island and acted as cook for the fish camp.
Mrs. Thompson was a member of the Lutheran Ladies' Aid,
Framsokn, and is a charter member of the Gimli Chapter of the Icelandic National League, which was established in 1943. She is a charter
member of the Ladies' Auxiliary to the Royal Canadian Legion, Gimli
Branch 182, and served with the Deaconesses of the Lutheran Church,
five years as president, until it was dissolved due to the age of the
members.
Mr. Thompson was a member of the Royal Canadian Legion, No.
182, and the Icelandic Library at Gimli, until his death Dec. 6, 1956,
aged 67. His widow is still active in 1974, attends Auxiliary meetings
and always has time for her friends.
Their children:
I. Thorey is married to Stanley Cherney. An honours graduate of
Success Business College, she was employed as secretary to the Base
Commander at C.F.B. Gimli until its closure, and is now Assistant
Manpower Counsellor for the Canada Manpower Centre at Gimli.
Stan is employed as a firefighter for the Department of National
Defence, at CFB Camp Shilo, Manitoba. Their children are: Ronald
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Stanton, employed as a financial analyst in the Postal Department of
the Federal government in Winnipeg, married to Patti Rykszynski, an
accountant at the Bank of Commerce. Bruce David, attending the
University of Winnipeg; and Rhonda Gale, employed as a waitress in
Winnipeg.
2. Peter Gisli Thompson is employed as a Safety Supervisor for
Winnipeg Hydro, is married to Jean Keller of Camp Morton. Their
three children, Bradley David, Suzanne Marie, and Brent Peter, are in
school. Peter is a member of, and was Worshipful Master of a Masonic
lodge in West Kildonan.
3. Rosevalt Thompson is unmarried, lives with his mother, and
works in maintenance for the Gimli Industrial Park. He worked in
maintenance for C.F.B. Gimli and received a trophy, a miniature fire
hydrant, for his many years of faithful service. For years he was equipment manager for the Gimli Wolves. He is a member of the Rotary
Club, and their Sergeant-at-Arms, and has had one year of perfect
attendance, since he joined in 1973. He has been an usher at the
Lutheran Church for 20 years.
4. Thomas Ingvar Thompson is employed as Personnel Administrator for the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, federal government, Winnipeg. He received his Arts
degree from the University of Manitoba in 1974, while working as well
as studying. He is married to Lorraine Mae Sigurdson of Arnes. Their
children, Lucille Mae, Brian Richard Thorsteinn, and Randall Blaine,
are in school.
5. Joseph Thor Thompson joined the R.C.M.P. in 1953, and served
41/2 years, at Fairmont, B.C. Regina, Edmonton, Lethbridge, Medicine
Hat, and Fort Macleod. He was seriously injured in a motor accident at
Lethbridge while on duty, when a low flying aircraft sheared off the top
of the car in which he was riding. He was hospitalized at Calgary, later
at Deer Lodge Hospital in Winnipeg, and finally at Selkirk, where he
passed away Dec. 18, 1961.
6. Gisli Magnus Thompson is an electrician in Winnipeg, also
attending the University of Manitoba. He is married to Margaret Rose
Douglas, and they have four daughters, Brenda Gail, Lorna Gwen,
Ingrid Jona, and Thora Nancy.
Gisli Magnus Thompson of Krossi passed away Sept. 8, 1908. His
widow and son looked after the farm until Peter's marriage. Monika
spent the summer with Peter and Runa the first year they were married,
and her daughter-in-law says they got along very well- but she wishes
she had obtained more family history from her. Monika spent her last
years in Winnipeg, living with her daughters, and passed away Nov. 28,
1943.
Peter and Runa Thompson lived at various places in Gimli, and
Runa's aunt, Sigridur Gislason, came to live in Gimli. When she was
too old to look after her home, Runa took her into her own home, and
with her an elderly man who boarded with her, Valdi Thorsteinson. She
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looked after them both, and when Sigridur passed away in 1943, she left
to her the home Runa and her son Rosevalt now occupy.
Of her mother, Gudrun Thompson, Thorey Cherney writes:
"She was, and still is, a very independent and self-sufficient person.
We six children were born in the space of nine years, in an era without
modern conveniences. Not only did she do the usual household chores,
but at the end of the day when everyone was in bed, she spun her own
wool, knitted our socks, mitten, and sweaters, even my winter
stockings. She sewed parkas for the five boys, and in the fall, made
parkas for the fishermen. Of course, we all pitched in at the outside
chores at a very early age, carrying in wood, and ice to melt for the
washing, which was done by hand. She baked twenty loaves of bread
twice a week. She never had outside help, as her sisters were all in
Iceland. She made the most of everything with never a complaint."

BERGTHOR THORDARSON FAMILY
Bergthor Thordarson, born Feb. 27, 1866, died May 13, 1940, was
the son of Bergthora Bergthorsdottir and her first husband, Thordur
Gudmundsson of Anabrekka in Myrasysla, Iceland. Bergthor
emigrated to Hecla Island in 1884 and became a pioneer settler there.
His mother and her second husband, Sigurdur Sigurdsson, emigrated
three years later with their family.
On Oct. 4, 1874, Bergthor married Kristjana, an energetic and
talented woman, daughter of Sigurdur Erlendsson from Klombrur,
noted pioneer of 1876 at Skogar on Hecla Island.
Their children: Gudrun, Thordur, Lara Bergthora, and Lilja.
Bergthor and Kristjana first lived at Sandar on Hecla Island. In 1902
they moved to the vicinity of Lundar, in the western Interlake. Bergthor
took a homestead there where they lived till 1908, when they moved to
Gimli, and remained there.
Wherever Bergthor went he took a great and good share in all
community affairs. He was a very tactful man, yet firm and strong,
progressive and community-minded. On Hecla Island he was one of the
councillors of the Municipality of Gimli, in 1899-1900 and 1902, when
it comprised the entire area of New Iceland. He was a school trustee for
some years in the Lundar area, and among the positions he held in
Gimli was that of mayor for four years, from 1916 to 1919.
Kristjana was the first woman elected to the Gimli School board,
and possibly one of the first women in Manitoba to hold such a position. Her niece Mrs. Hansina Erlendsson joined her on the board for
one year. (1920-21.) Kristjana was the sister of Gimli's first mayor,
Johannes Sigurdsson. Bergthor's sister Oddfridur, wife of Einar Johnson of Lundar, was also a community leader. They were the parents of
Dr. Kjartan I. Johnson, later a doctor at Gimli.
For some years Kristjana ran a small bakeshop in the former confectionery store of Hannes Kristjanson. Her granddaughter Kristjana
Stefanson remembers calling in to the bakeshop after swimming, to be
given a piece of lemon pie or some other treat by her grandmother.
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The Bergthor Thordarson home still stands in 1974, renovated, the
home of Mrs. Anne Sawa, next to the Lake Inn.
The children:
Gudrun married Magnus Arnason, a painter. They had four
daughters, Bara, Lara, Eileen, Margaret, and two sons, Stefan, a fisherman who lives in Gimli, and Kristjan. Margaret is Mrs. Victor Eldjarnson. (See Eldjarnson).
Thordur, known as Doddi, married Gudrun Benson of Gimli, and
lived all his life in Gimli. However, he spent 20 summers fishing at
Slave Lake and Hay River in the Northwest Territories. He was town
policeman for six years, from 1933 to 1939, following J. V. Johnson in
that position. He was caretaker of the skating rink for seven years. He
passed away in 1971. (See Benedikt and Gudrun Bjarnason.)
Lara Bergthora taught school in Gimli for some time, and married
Ingiberg Sigurdson of Arnes. They resided in Winnipeg following their
marriage. Ingiberg died in a harbour mishap at Churchill in 1934. Lara
was an outstanding personality who participated fully in Icelandic
groups in Winnipeg in the Lutheran Church and its Lutheran Women's
League, and the Icelandic Canadian Club. She was Fjallkona for the
Icelandic Celebration one year. While living in Gimli she had been a
member of the Women's Institute. She has continued to maintain a
summer residence on First Avenue in Gimli to this day, and has always
kept a strong interest in the community.
She was receptionist for Dr. Goodwin in the Medical Arts
building, and when he moved to the Manitoba Clinic when it was built,
she moved with him, and worked there until she retired in 1970.
Lilja, whose twin sister Thorbjorg died, married Arni Olafson. She
is a registered nurse, who has nursed at General Hospital, except for a
few years when her children were young, until her retirement a few
years ago. Her husband was a painter, now retired also. They have three
sons, Brian, married to Kathy Stemp (see Johannesson); twins, Donald
and Douglas. Donald is a C.N.R. Security guard in Winnipeg, married;
and Douglas is in the R.C.M.P. in Ottawa. He and his wife Dorothy
have a son, Devon.
Lilja and Arni have also been active in Icelandic groups, including
the Icelandic Canadian Club and First Lutheran Church, and they also
have a summer residence at Gimli.
THETHORDARSONBROTHERS
Thordur Thordarson was born in Iceland at Grottu, near
Reykjavik, in 1877. In September, 1903, he married Anna Evertsdottir
who was from Skagafjord, and they had one son, Jon, born June 30,
1904, in Reykjavik. They moved to Canada in September, 1905, and on
arriving in Winnipeg he took employment with his brother Gudmundur,
a baker on Sargent A venue. After a year he decided to go fishing on
Lake Winnipeg, residing at Gimli. In between fishing trips Thordur
worked in the Sigurdson Thorvaldson general store, which he evc;;,:tual-
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ly bought in partnership with Hannes Kristjansson, and operated under
the name of Lakeside Trading Company. Jon Thordarson married
Aurora Johannesson in July 1926, and they had two children - John
Donald, a doctor in Covina, California, who married Betty Jean
Wasson, a daughter of the Manager of the Imperial Bank in Gimli, and
they have seven children; and Aurora Joyce, a registered nurse, who
married Alvin Sigurdsson, and they have five children. Thordur passed
away January 16, 1949, and his widow died May 28, 1959, at Gimli.
Sigurdur Thordarson was born in 1874 at Grottu, near Reykjavik,
Iceland. In 1899 he married Gudridur Thorvaldsdottir, who was from
Uppsalum in Nordurardal. In 1912 they came to Canada and settled in
Gimli where he followed the occupation of fisherman. They had four
daughters, all born in Iceland - Sigurbjorg, Lara, Thora and Jorun.
There are two grandchildren - Kenneth Clark, an actuary residing in
Eastern Canada, and David Bilsland, a chartered accountant with the
province of Manitoba. In 1949 they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Mrs. Thordarson passed away in 1951 and Sigurdur died in
1953.
Lara passed away in middle age after a lengthy illness. Jorun
(Joey) the only daughter to remain in Gimli, was a primary and later
kindergarten school teacher in Gimli from the beginning of her career
'until her retirement in 1971. She was noted for her efficiency and
kindness to children in the beginning grades, and parents had the
greatest confidence in her ability. Besides teaching school, Joey was
teacher and superintendent of the Lutheran Sunday School for many
years. The children who received their first year of formal education

The fami/y of Mr. and Mrs. S. Thordarson. Ju/y. /949. Back Row: Jorun (Joey).
Lara Thordarson. Front row: John (Jack). Sigurbjorg (Becky) and son David Bi/s/and.
Sigurdur and Gudridur. Kenneth. Thora (Tally). and Harry Clark. Thordur (Inset).
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The Lakeside Trading Co. 1920 (ccl1lre building).

from Joey Thordarson started their school life with the finest possible
beginning, a firm foundation for their later years. In teaching them to
sing or speak she excelled. Children of her class taking part in the annual school concert for which the Gimli Elementary School was famous
for years, spoke out clearly and sang with sweet tuneful voices.
It was a sad day for Gimli parents of six year olds when it was
learned in 1956 that Miss Thordarson had accepted the position of
kindergarten teacher at Goulding School at the Armed Forces Base.
She continued in that position until the closure of the Base, when she
retired. Miss Thordarson lived for many years in the small home of her
parents, on Third Avenue. Later she bought a beautiful modern
bungalow on the southern boundary line of Gimli, where she still
resides. Miss Thordarson was an active member of the Gimli Women's
Institute for many years, and also a member of the Lutheran Dorcas
Society. When she became more fully occupied by her professional
work, she dropped out of these organizations. Since her retirement she

The Fjallkol/(I (IT 1953 FeSTival. Joel"
Thordarson. escorTed by Mundi
Magl/lissol/.
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has taken up ceramics, and is assisting with a reading hour for preschoolers at the Gimli Library weekly, along with her fellow teacher,
Miss Ethel Greenberg, who retired at the same time as she did.
She has travelled extensively, having taken a trip around the world
with a fellow teacher, Berniece Fines, during a sabbatical leave. Since
her return she has generously shared her experiences by willingly showing slides of her travels to many groups in Gimli.
In 1974 she was elected secretary of the newly organized New
Horizons Group, for retired citizens of the Gimli area.

HELGI THORDARSON FAMILY
Helgi Thordarson was born in 1875 at Hrafnkelsstodum in
H raunhreppi, Iceland, and he came to the Arnes district in 1900. He
spent 21/2 years at Piney, and then moved to Gimli. He married Herdis
Eiriksdottir, who was born in 1886 at Alftarbakka, Iceland, and came
to Canada in 1889.
Their children:
1. Thorleifur (Leifi) was a commercial fisherman in early life, and
served in the army from 1943 to 1946. He married Lily Johnson of the
Arborg district. In 1954 he became a fireman at the armed forces base
boiler room. After the base closed in 1971, he obtained employment as
a commissionaire for the industrial park and then for Saunders, and in
1974 he returned to his work in the boiler room of the industrial park.
He and Lily have two sons, Leonard, who is married to Leah
Kilpatrick, with a daughter, Lorissa. Leonard worked for Gimli
Transfer and was transferred by the company to their Winnipeg office.
He was Scoutmaster at Gimli, and in charge of the group of Scouts who
went to Iceland in 1966. Leah and he were Sunday school teachers at
the Lutheran Church, and Leah led an Up With People singing group
for the children.
Lily is a member of the Gimli Women's Institute, and a nurse's
aide at the Betel Home. She and Leifi are divorced.
Their second son, Lorne, was a Scout Patrol leader and Sunday
School teacher, now living in Winnipeg.
2. Sveinn Thordarson had operated Gimli Taxi since 1947, with
two cars serving the community. At first, his brother Eric was a partner
with him. This work has kept him busy many hours a day, particularly
during the period when the R.C.A.F. Station was in operation here.
Previously, he had operated his own commercial fishing outfit.
Sveinn is married to Amelia Stevens, who is assistant postmaster
at the Gimli Post Office, and formerly a telephone operator. She is an
active member of the Lutheran Church and a member of the women's
group. Amelia sings also in the choir.
Their children:
a) Bonnie, married to Randall Dann, often assists her father in taxi
driving. Randy is employed by the Manitoba Telephone System. They
have two children, Mark and Allison. Bonnie is in the Lutheran choir.
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b) Tom, and c) Dorothy, in school. Dorothy, who has inherited
musical talent from her mother's family, plays a beautiful organ bought
for her by her father, which can simulate the tones and sounds of a host
of musical instruments, and which Dorothy has learned to play very
well. The Thordarson home has followed that of Amelia's parents,
Gudrun and Helgi Stevens, as a hospitable gathering place for their
large family and their friends.
3. Gudlaugur Eirikur, (Eric) assisted Sveinn in the taxi business for
many years before leaving the company to become an independent
carpenter. He has done a great deal of carpentry in the Gimli area, including supervision of work of a Manpower Corps which renovated the
Provincial Training Centre. Eric has been a carpenter at Saunders since
it was established at Gimli. He is married to Edith Sloboda of
Rathwell, Man.
Their children: Randy, and Timmy, who work at Saunders, and
Robert and Laura in school.
4. Einbjorg (Edna), married Wilfred Hjorleifson of Riverton. They
have seven children, and their oldest daughter, Alice, married Eddie
Johnson, Lily Thordarson's brother.
5. Bjorgvin (Bergy), married Irene Bristow of Gimli. He has
worked as an inland waters skipper on the Mackenzie River for 21
years.
Their children:
Brian, graduate of Gimli High School, toured Europe and Egypt,
and is presently in British Columbia.
Linda, who graduated from Gimli High School in 1974.
6. Pall Audun (Paul), is a semi-retired auto mechanic who worked
in most Gimli garages, as a top-rated workman in his trade. He married
Margaret Apschrum.
Their children:
Robert (Bob), married to Carol Eyolfson, daughter of Eyolfur and
Loa Eyolfson of Gimli, with three children, Lori, Linda, and Susan.
Bob is a past president of the Gimli Kinsmen Club, employed at Gimli
Auto Body. Carol is very active in the Kinette Club, and a past president.
Adeline, Mrs. Marcotte, works at Saunders. She has three
children: Danielle, Gregory, and Dominique.
Sam, is married to Sharon Read. He works at Saunders aircraft,
and she is a waitress at the Falcon.
Douglas, is married to Wendy Arason. He works at the Texaco
station.
Rick, works at Chudd Motors.
7. Johanna Sigridur, married Bjorn Hjorleifson of Riverton. In recent years they moved to Gimli, and she is employed at the Betel Home.
Their children:
Gloria, Mrs. Ernest Johnson of The Pas, has four children, David,
Norman, Terence, and Lenia.
Darlene, married to Robert King, in Armed Forces at Cold Lake,
Alberta, has three daughters, Dawn, Sharon, and Teresa.
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Linda, a practical nurse at Gillam, married to Ron Proulx, one son
Byron.
Brenda, married to Harry Schaffer, Golden, B.c.
Katherine, a nurse's aide in Winnipeg.
8. Anna Helga, married to Skuli Sigfusson of Winnipeg. They
have two children, Lorna and Albert.
For years during his semi-retirement in Gimli Helgi Thordarson
was caretaker of the second Gimli Lutheran Church. Mr. and Mrs.
Thordarson spent their last days at the B;t~l Home.

THE THORKELSON FAMILY
Gudmundur Thorkelson was born at Adalvik, Iceland, and came
to Canada at the age of nine years. He and Gudny, who was born and
brought up on a neighbouring farm, were married January 10, 1899,
and lived on their farm along the lakeshore between Gimli and Arnes,
Geirastudum, for 45 years, after which they retired and lived in Gimli,
where Gudmundur passed away in 1945. Mrs. Thorkelson passed away
at the Betel Home in 1966.
Their farm was in the Nes post office district, a small country post
office which was one of the oldest in the area and conducted for many
years in the home of Johann and Fred Jonatanson, three miles south of
Arnes. Mail was received and despatched three times weekly, with the
Jonatanson family taking the mailbag to the Arnes station each mail
day.
Mr. and Mrs. Thorkelson raised ten children, five sons and five
daughters, as follows:
Ingibjorg Stefania (called Loa throughout her life), married Kristjan Johnson, a fisherman. They had two children, Stefan (Steve) and
Gudny (Gwen). Both Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are deceased, Mrs. Johnson having passed away in 1959. Both their children reside in Gimli.
Stefan, who followed his father's profession of fishing, also operates a
boat building business, Lake Winnipeg Boat Works, now located at the
Gimli Industrial Park. His son Gerald works with him. He is married to
Shirley Pomeranski with a young son. His daughter Shirley, Mrs.
Michael Michaluk, is a trained nurse, and they now have a baby
daughter. Stefan's wife Inga is an active member of the Gimli Lutheran
Church.
Gwen married Frank Cronshaw, now retired after 25 years with
the armed forces. They have owned and operated the jewellery store
formerly owned by Gwen's uncle, Dori Thorkelson, for several years;
Frank took training in the watch repair trade following his retirement
and works at this trade in the store. A more recent addition to their
business has been the Sears Catalogue Sales office. Both Frank and
Gwen have been active in community life. Frank has been a district
director and president of the Gimli and District Chamber of
Commerce, 1970 Centennial committee chairman and vice-chairman of
the 1967 Centennial, and president of the Gimli Ecumenical Council.
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Gwen has been for several years a director of the Gimli Women's
Institute, and has been its treasurer. Both are active members of St.
Augustine Anglican Church.
They have four children. Francine received her Bachelor of Arts
from the University of North Dakota, and has been studying and
teaching English for two years in Colombia, South America. Steven is
married, and attending the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.
Thor is also married, and attending University at Calgary. Nina is a
student at Gimli Composite High School.
Kristin, second daughter of Gudmundur and Gudny Thorkelson,
was married twice, first to Skafti Halldorson, and later in life, to Joe
Johannson. Mr. and Mrs. Halldorson had five sons: Scottie, who died
in his mid-teens; Kristinn, who with his family resides in Langley, B.C.,
Bill, Jim, and Kenneth, who are all married and live in Toronto. Kristin
passed away the same year as her sister Loa, 1959. She had lived most
of her life in Gimli.
Sigurlin (Lena) was married to Dan Halldorson, Skafti's brother.
They had two children, Raymond and Gloria. Raymond, who received
a degree in engineering in North Dakota, has been living with his family
in California for many years. Gloria, and her husband, Wade Weaver,
with their two sons, live in North Carolina where they operate a
steakhouse and drive-in. When Sigurlin re-married, she and her husband, Reginald Teetsel, a member of the American Air Force, moved
eventually to Las Cruces, New Mexico. They have one son, John, a
helicopter pilot.
Gudrun Maria, (Runa) married George Campbell, and they live in
Victoria, B.C. They have three children; Sandy, a graduate of hotel administrative training, Lucille, a school teacher, and Maureen, who
works in a bank.
Gladys Anna, the youngest daughter, worked at the Imperial Bank
in Gimli prior to her marriage to Earl Harris of Winnipeg, an employee
of Standard Aero Engines Ltd., and past master of St. James Lodge
No. 121. They have two daughters: Louise, a graduate of Success
Business College, now married to Jack Rempel, and Teresa, who
trained as a commercial teacher, married Grant Sakiyama.
Jon Agust (Gusti), the eldest son, has spent his life in Gimli, as a
fisherman and storekeeper. He and his brother Thorkell purchased
Lakeside Trading Company, one of the oldest stores in Gimli, from
Kristjanson and Thordarson in 1945, and operated it until it burned
down in 1951. Gusti married Jonina Larusson, now deceased. The
children are as follows: Joyce, who received her degree in Home
Economics at the University of Manitoba, now married to Vincent
Giedraitis, a lawyer, living in West Hartford, Conn., with eight
children, Jack, married to Lois Gretchen, with two children, John and
Jacqueline. Jack is a heavy equipment operator. Clifford, who passed
away as a young man, in a drowning accident; Valdine, and Lorna, both
married and residing with their families in Gimli.
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Gusti has been a good businessman in Gimli, investing in a large
number of homes for rental. He was an original partner in the Gimli
Construction Company, later selling his shares to his partner, Daniel
Sigmundson. Gusti is a quiet man, never taking part actively in community affairs, but often helping those less fortunate than himself,
without wanting anyone to know. He had the custom, all the years he
was a landlord, of giving each of his tenants a turkey for Christmas, but
few people knew about it until he disposed of his holdings and the
purchasers decided to carryon the kindly custom. Gusti is extemely
fond of children, and can never do enough for his own children and
grandchildren. In 1974 Gusti married a widow, Gladys MacDonald,
and they now reside in Winnipeg.
Tharkell Stefan (Kelly) married Grace Halldorson of Hecla, and
they lived in Gimli till his death in 1957. Kelly was a fisherman, a
partner in Lakeside Trading Company, a trucker, and an excellent
mechanic. He was one of the original partners in the Gimli Construction Company. His wife Grace, who was born of French and English
parentage but adopted by an Icelandic couple, Mr. and Mrs. Ben
Halldorson, lighthouse keeper at Gull Harbour, when she was eight
days old, spoke only Icelandic until she entered school. She had her own
dog team when she was 15, to travel around the island. She was one of
three adopted children of the Halldorsons. After she married Kelly, she
was a founding member of the Gimli Good Neighbours, a club which
assisted in providing recreational equipment for school children, and
other community service. An accomplished dressmaker, she was a 4-H
Club Leader, and her ingenious Hallowe'en costumes will be long
remembered. She played a lead role in an Icelandic play, Happid,
presented by the Icelandic National League, and was an active member
of the Gimli Figure Skating Club. Kelly and Grace had three children:
Dorothy, living with her family at Tyndall, Man.; Bill, formerly in the
R.C.M.P. and now a commercial pilot at Sea Island, B.C., and Sylvia,
a registered nurse, married to Dan Szabo, and living in Surrey, B.C.
Hal/dar (Dori) was crippled for life by what was probably polio,
when he was eleven months old. He could only crawl until his mother
managed to get crutches for him when he was four years of age. His
older brothers and sisters pulled him on a sled in winter to Arnes
School, a mile and a half from home, and in summer Gusti took him on
his bicycle. Later on he had his own dog team in winter and a horse in
summer to get to school. When he was 16, his brothers took him out to
their fishing camp for three winters, where he did the cooking. He
recalled it as "the most horrible years of my life" and decided to find a
better way to earn his living. He was accepted for an apprenticeship in
the Jewellery trade, and after a three year course, he opened a small
shop on Centre Street, where Kardy's Hardware now stands. In 1934
his shop burned down, and the following year he built his second shop
on First Avenue. When thieves broke into his shop in 1936 and stole
every item in the store, including watches left for repair, he was without
insurance and faced with the task of replacing the stolen merchandise.
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When he opened his last shop on Centre Street in 1952, he made it as
burglar-proof as possible.
Dori was perhaps the most outgoing of the Thorkelson brothers,
taking an active part in many community projects, such as the skating
rink, Chamber of Commerce, and the Community Cemetery Association. He was a good friend of Mayor Barney Egilson, who consulted
with him often. He always had time for everyone, young and old alike;
when help was needed, either for advice or material needs, he was never
known to refuse.
Dori married Effie Jardine of Matlock in 1939 and they had five
children. Beverley, now Mrs. Charles Hall; Halldor, married to Carole
Helgason; and Philip, are all living at Kenora, Ontario. Effie Gwen is
married to Ronald Peiluck, and Georgina, who was a Gimli hairdresser
for a number of years, married Philip Warcimaga. Dori passed away in
1962, and his widow, who had re-married, is also deceased.
Bjorn Thorsteinn (Barney), a fisherman, and his first wife, Lillian,
had three daughters, Barbara, Bernice, and Cathy. Barney has pursued
his vocation of fishing for many years at Vancouver, B.C. where he lives
with his present wife, the former Ellen Christianson.
Julius Gudmundur, youngest son of Gudmundur and Gudny
Thorkelson, married Elizabeth (Betty) Campbell, sister to George
Campbell, who married Runa Thorkelson. For a time he ran his
father's farm, after which he was employed at Armstrong-Gimli
Fisheries. Later the family moved to the Sudbury, Ontario area, where
Julius has been employed in the mines for many years. They had eight
children: Sharon, now married with a family of her own; Sandra, who
died as a baby; Glenn, also married; Elaine, Kristin, Roberta, Julianna,
and Jimmy, all at home.

THE GUDNI THORSTEINSSON FAMILY
Details of the life of Gudni Thorsteinsson, his wife, and his
daughter Sylvia, are given in the earlier part of GIMLI SAGA, under
"Biographical sketches of Gimli Postmasters." In this section, we complete details not included there about this outstanding and active
pioneer family. Gudni Thorsteinsson was born November 25, 1854, in
Haugi, Arnessysla, Iceland, and died June 3, 1948 in Gimli. His wife,
Kristin Ingjaldson Thorsteinsson, was born September 13, 1885, in
Bakka, Holmi, Skagafirdi, Iceland.
They had four children: Victor Hope, born Aug. 3, 1904, and died
from an accident March 1, 1925. Ethel, living in Victoria, B.C. Violet,
living in Lundar, Manitoba. Sylvia, deceased, born Aug. 1, 1910, and
died June 10, 1961.
Ethel, born Oct. 31, 1906, graduated from Gimli High School, and
attended Normal School in Brandon, after which she taught at Kjarna
School, Husavick, for four years, in addition to helping her father in the
post office. The parents of her husband Gordon Young, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles D. Young, started camping at Loni Beach in 1911, using a tent
at first. They were the second family to build a summer home at Loni
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Beach, the first being Gisli Goodman, father of Mike Goodman, who
played with the famous Falcon Hockey team.
Gordon Young was born in Brantford, ant. He worked as a
machinist. They moved to Victoria, B.C. in 1935. Ethel continued to
return to Gimli for the summer, to assist her parents at the post office.
They are now both retired at Victoria.
Violet May was born Aug. 29, 1908. She helped her father in the
post office after school and on Saturdays until she graduated from
GimE High School and left to attend Normal School in Brandon. She
taught at Cavendish School and Willow Creek School, one-roomed
rural schools near Gimli. She had 50 pupils and eight grades at the
latter. She married Arnljotur Vilberg (Bill) Olson of Gimli, who
worked at the Central Bakery owned and operated then by Walter Sutton. In 1930 they moved to Lundar, where they established the Lundar
Bakery, and Violet worked along with her husband there. She belonged
to the Lundar Branch of the Red Cross Society for many years, and
served as leader of courses given by the Extension Service of the
Manitoba Department of Agriculture.
She has been a member of the Order of the Eastern Star for 28
years, serving as Worthy Matron of Constellation Chapter No. 38 in

Ethel. Violet. Kristin. Sylvia Thorsteinssoll.
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1949, and as Grand Marshall in 1950. She was elected Worthy Grand
Matron of the Grand Chapter of Manitoba in 1961 and visited all 60
chapters with 6,000 members situated throughout the province of
Manitoba from Churchill to Emerson.
She was appointed a member of the International Peace Garden
Committee of General Grand Chapter O.E.S. from 1962 and 1965 and
worked for the project promoting the Peace Garden Chapel which is
now a reality in the beautiful International Peace Garden.
She has attended Eastern Star Triennial Assemblies which include
almost 14,000 chapters with nearly three million members throughout
the world, at Washington, D.C., Miami Beach, Florida, Dallas, Texas,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Denver, Colorado.
Violet and Bill have four daughters: Joy, Lillian, Mae, and Hope.
(Further information given under Arnjotur ViI berg Olson).
Violet Thorsteinsson Olson writes of her childhood as the daughter
of a pioneer:
"Life in the pioneering days in New Iceland was very difficult from
the present mode of living. Our children and grandchildren find it difficult to visualize life without good roads, and the countless conveniences that electricity has brought us. But they listen intently when
they hear about the incidents of those early days and they feel great admiration for their great grandfather, Gudni Thorsteinsson, when we tell
them that he used to walk from Gimli to Winnipeg in the middle of
winter when the weather was 50 degrees below zero. He used to tell us
that there were no winds when there was so much frost - if it had been
windy it would have been impossible to make it. He would stop at the
"halfway house" at Selkirk, where there was food and shelter.
Through dire necessity the pioneers were very thrify. Each family
had a cow or cows, chickens, and other domesticated animals. Many of
the Icelandic dishes, such as livra pylsa, blodmor, rullupylsa, skyr, and
mysuostur were daily foods, whereas today they are considered wonderful delicacies. Our families have acquired a fond liking for all these
foods and they consider it a very special occasion when they are treated
to Icelandic vinartertas, ponnukokur, and rosettes.
We, the children of the pioneers, can remember a different way of
life when we were growing up, which is a far cry from the organized
"play" our grandchildren have today. Many are the happy memories of
childhood such as waiting for Saturday nights to come, as that was
"treat night." Our father would always bring either a five cent
chocolate bar or an orange or an apple. And then on Sundays our
parents would take us on long walks - I particularly remember the
pleasure during the month of June when we would return home with
beautiful bouquets of wild roses.
When we had graduated from Gimli High School the big problem
was how we were going to carryon with our education, as the Postmaster's wages were very low. But that did not stop our father and
mother. A loan was procured from his life insurance and I was sent for
teacher's training at Brandon. The following year I was teaching and
772

was happy to finance my sister's term at Brandon Normal School, and
she in turn helped our youngest sister Sylvia.
I have always been grateful to my parents for all they did for us
and I am proud of them having so successfully faced all the hardships
they did during the early days."
Sylvia Thorsteinsson Kardal's history is included under the history
of the Gimli Post Office. Her only daughter, Sylvia May Kardal,
married Tony Peiluck, a Minerva district farmer.
May attended Gimli School until her parents moved to st. Paul,
Minnesota in 1952. She belonged to the Children's Icelandic Choir and
often recited Icelandic poetry at concerts held by the Gimli Icelandic
National League. She graduated from high school in St. Paul in 1959.
During her high school years she was active in Luther League, taught
Sunday School, and was a mem ber of Quill and Scroll, an honor society
for high school journalism. She returned to Gimli and attended
Teachers' College in Winnipeg. She has taught school at Ashern, Gimli,
Winnipeg, and Winnipeg Beach, where she now teaches. She is a
member of Jubilee Chapter, No. 27, Order of the Eastern Star. She has
been active in church work, community interests, and is studying
towards her Bachelor of Arts degree.
Tony, her husband, is a grain farmer in the Minerva district, also
employed by the provincial government at the Gimli Industrial Park.
Tony and May have one son, Anthony Olafur Peter, born June 29,
1971.

THE FAMILY OF KRISTJAN AND JONINA THORSTEINSON
Where the Zwolak house stands now at 52 First Ave., Gimli, there
was previously a white house of log and lumber construction, home of
Kristjan Thorsteinson, a relative of the Thorsteinson boat builders of
Riverton, and his wife Jonina.
On his death she was left a widow with three children. Since the
social security of today was then lacking, this was a hard financial as
well as emotional blow, but she stayed independent and met the situation with courage and resourcefulness. Everything and everyone in her
household was kept immaculately clean, neat and well-groomed, and
she found the resources to be hospitable to all visitors.
Later she married again in a quiet home wedding. Her second husband was Ingolfur (Ingi) Thordarson, son of Arni Thordarson of Gimli,
a veteran of World War I. Her new-found happiness was not to last
long. In 1930 he and young Franklin Johnson of Gimli were lost off
George's Island, where he was a lighthouse keeper, and neither was
ever found. It was a crippling blow, again met with unflinching courage,
but her health failed after that. She was confined to bed in her last
years, loyally cared for by her children in her home to the end.
Jonina was an intelligent woman with strong feelings and a gift of
original expression, severly critical of pretension and snobbishness, but
deeply sympathetic to those for whom life was difficult.
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Her children by her first marriage were:
I. Ingibjorg (Imba) married to Bjarni (Barney) Peterson of Gimli.
Left widowed she went to Vancouver. She later married Fred Lanctot
and they lived at Coquitlam, B.C. She is deceased.
2. Kristjan Thorsteinson, well known as the captain of the S.S.
Bradbury. He lives in Selkirk with his wife Anne.
3. Stefan Thorsteinson, who now lives in New Westminster, B.C
His wife Cecilia and he have three children: Stefan, Carol and Corinne.

THE FAMILY OF KARl AND GUDRUN THORSTEINSON
Kari Thorsteinson of Gimli was the grandson of pioneers of 1876,
Thorsteinn Sigfusson of Thoroddsstadir in Eyjafjardarsysla and his
wife Anna Halldorsdottir of Kjarni, who emigrated to New Iceland and
took the homestead of Hvammur (Dell) in the Willow Point district.
Thorsteinn Sigfusson held papers in carpentry after five years of study
with his uncle Thorsteinn Danielsson of Skipalon (Ship Lagoon), holder
of the Order of Dannebrog.
While he was felling trees with some others for his new home, a
tree fell on him and broke his leg. With no doctor available, it so badly
set that he never recovered fully. He was confined to bed all winter and
into the next summer. His neighbours constructed a log house on his
farm and the commissioner, John Taylor, gave the lumber for window
frames, a door, and flooring to cover the cellar. Thorsteinn lived there
the rest of his life, eventually becoming blind and bedridden, nursed by
his wife to the end. He was an intelligent man and a highly skilled
carpenter, who often laid floors for his neighbours and constructed
things for them.
Thorsteinn and Anna lost two children in Iceland, but had two sons
who lived and later took over the homestead of Hvammur. They were
Sigfus Valdimar (Valdi), who married late in life and had no children,
and Thorsteinn David.
Thorsteinn David Thorsteinson was twice married. Besides farming he owned and operated a sawmill producing lumber. As Icelanders
tended to refer to people by their occupation, he became widely known
as "Myllu-Steini" (Thorsteinn of the Sawmill). Around 1922 he also
operated a threshing outfit.
His first wife, Vilhelmina Soffia Johannsdottir Bjerring died at the
age of 37. They had four children, Mrs. Anna Rogers of Seattle
(deceased), Valdimar, who died at the age of eight, Kari Thorsteinson,
and Mrs. Solveig Timm of Seattle.
His second wife, Lilja Lifman, adopted daughter of Kristjan Lifman of Gimli, also died young. Their children were Fjola (Mrs.
Lambert of Montreal), Walter (of Toronto, deceased), Norman, who
fell in World War II, Lawrence Kernested of Husavick, adopted by
Halldor Kernested, and Margaret, Mrs. Pumphrey of Vancouver, who
was adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Pall Palsson of Winnipeg.
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Kari Thorsteinson, born 1897, worked in his early years in his
father's lumber mill and with his threshing outfit. He commenced
fishing at the age of 13 and was a fisherman most of his life. For many
years he worked as an engineer on the Goldfield, and during the winter
in the B.c. Packers Fishery at Gimli.
He married Gudrun Sigridur, daughter of the pioneers Bjarni
Palmason, born at Skalarhnjukur in Skagafjardarsysla (Skagafjord
County), Iceland, and his wife Anna Eiriksdottir, of Miklibaer. They
emigrated in 1887 to New Iceland and in the following year took the
homestead of Vidiras (Wide Ridge) in the Willow Point district.
An incident from their early years reveals what terrors a totally unknown country could hold for newly-arrived pioneer wives and mothers
frequently left alone on isolated farmsteads. Bjarni Palmason left for
Winnipeg to sell fish, probably on foot as was then common. His wife
Anna was left alone on an isolated homestead with three small children
and expecting the fourth. There were no neighbours anywhere near.
When night came on, the darkness was total.
Then out of the inky blackness began to issue cries such as she had
never heard before. Who could be calling? Could there be Indians out
there teasing her? Nothing happened, but the effects of the shock lingered. Not till later did she learn that what she heard was a hooting owl.
Of the Palmason's six children, five reached adulthood: Anna
Thorey, (Mrs. Karl Anderson of Winnipeg), Thorkell Ingimar, Jon
Bjarni, (married to Stefanie Oddleifsson, long resident in Riverton but
now in Vancouver), Gudrun Sigridur (Mrs. Kari Thorsteinson,) and
Palmi Vilhjalmur. Thorkell and Palmi never married; they worked at
threshing and farming on the Vidiras homestead. All except Jon
Palmason are now deceased.
In her early years Gudrun worked in Winnipeg, but after marriage
Kari and Gudrun lived on the Vidiras homestead, moving to Gimli in
1942. She died in 1971, and he in 1972.
Two of their three children died at birth. One daughter, Olavia,
married to Arthur PeIser, lives in Winnipeg. She attended the Minerva
and Gimli schools, graduating from Gimli High School. They have two
sons, Randall Wayne and Kerry Arthur.

THE OLAFUR THORSTEINSON FAMILY
In 1889, Olafur Thorsteinson, at the age of five years, came from
Cavalier, North Dakota, with his parents, Thorsteinn Jonsson and
Ingibjorg Einarsdottir, settling on a farm four miles south of Gimli,
named Holmi, in Husavick. He was born May II, 1884 in Fjardarkoti,
Mjoafjordur, Iceland and they had come to America, with his halfbrothers and half-sisters, when he was two years old.
When he was 15 years old, he left home tv work at harvesting, and
the following year he went to Winnipeg, where he learned carpentry.
Here he started taking violin lessons, though he had already played the
violin since he was eleven. H is first teachers were Pall S. Dalman and
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Thorsteinn Johnston, and later he took lessons from W. G. Rutherford,
who had a summer home at Sandy Hook.
He began to study piano with Jonas Palsson about 1916 or 1917,
and continued until M r. Palsson moved to Winnipeg shortly after 1930.
This noted teacher implanted in him a rich store of musical values and
gave added momentum to his musical ambition and artistic temperamen t.
In 1904 Oli married Kristin Skagfeld, and to them were born two
sons, Edward and Andres. Oli had returned to the family homestead,
and worked at farming, carpentry, and teaching of music. His sons still
live on the farmstead. Their mother passed away in 1930, and for awhile
Oli and his sons "batched" with Oli as "chief cook and bottlewasher",
in his own words.
In 1937 he married again, to Mrs. Thuridur Jonasson. Andres
married Kathleen Lang in 1930, and in 1937 Edward married Veiga
Holm. All three families lived in separate homes on the homestead,
where they operated a store and the Husavick post office: the store from
1923 to 1970, and the post office from 1950 until it was closed in 1970.
Andres and Kitty have one daughter, Joyce (Mrs. Kenneth Gray)
of Winnipeg. Edward and Veiga also have one daughter, Shirley, (Mrs.
Solberg (Soli i) Sigurdson) of Edmonton and one grandson born in
1974.
Oli confessed that he did little farming, but he was a busy man, at
first engaged in work as a building contractor, and in his later years fully employed as a music teacher in the Gimli area. He taught more than
500 pupils in the area, of whom more than 135 obtained First Class
Honours, and 218 received Honours, several received silver medals, and
a t least one won a scholarship.
Mr. Thorsteinson was more than a music teacher. Not only was he
an accom plished violinist himself, as well as playing other instruments
such as the piano, clarinet, and the saxophone, but he also taught
himself, from books, to make the finest violins, of which he made 37,
which are still all in use. He conducted violin quartettes and larger
string ensem bles as well as dance orchestras.
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He started to play his violin at community dances when only 13
years of age, and during the period between 1914-1928 he played for
dances in the New Iceland communities on th~ Gimli line: Riverton,
Gimli, Arborg, Minerva, Husavick, Winnipeg Beach, Madock, and
Petersfield. Usually he had only one or two other instrumentalists with
him, as he never gave himself time to rehearse a regular dance
orchestra, except for special occasions such as the Icelandic Celebration
of the big Old Timers Dances, held annually at Gimli.
For his annual student recitals Oli rehearsed a string orchestra,
comprising sometimes as many as 16 members, but he was too busy to
keep up those rehearsals all the year round.
He started a number of pupils off on a musical career, the best
known being Palmi Palmason, violinist with the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra. He bought one of Oli's violins, as did Johannes Palsson,
Stefan Guttormson, and many others of his most promising pupils.
Two music adjudicators from the Royal Conservatory of Music,
Frank Blackford and Donald Heins, accorded high praise to Oli's
violins, and mentioned that it is not impossible that within 150 years
when they were sufficiently aged, they may be considered masterpieces.
In his continuous search for perfection, Oli studied plans of instruments
made by Stradivarius and Joseph Guarnerius, and made his later violins
according to their strict specifications. He imported the wood from
foreign countries, mainly from Germany. Inside the finished instruments he put his name, the number of each violin and the year it was
made.
He was one of the composers of the GIMLI WALTZ, a beautiful
old-time waltz which will always be remembered in this area.
Olafur Thorsteinson died April 12, 1963, after a short illness. His
widow, Thura, died at the Betel Home in 1973.
Oli's two quiet sons have been staunch workers in the Husavick
community, along with their wives, who worked with them in the store
and post office. Kitty is a fine singer who sang in the church choir. Eddie has been a board member of the Gimli Credit Union for many
years, to which both families belong. Veiga has spent many hours remaking clothing for the Save the Children Fund, sending them for
destitute children in needy countries.

VALGARDSON FAMILY
Ketill Valgardson was born at Kolgrafir in Eyrarsveit,
Snaefellsnessysla, Iceland, Oct. 29, 1861, the son of Valgardur Jonsson
and Kristin Brynjolfsdottir. He died at Gimli Feb. 20, 1965.
Ketill emigrated with his father in 1878, first to Icelandic River,
then Sandy Bar. Valgardur died two years later, and Ketill remained in
New Iceland for some time, working on the railway and fishing. About
the time of his marriage to Soffia Sveinbjarnardottir from Saurar in
Laxardalur (born March 10, 1857, died Jan. 28, 1938) he moved to
Winnipeg, and worked for the city, first as laborer and then as foreman.
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In 1894 he began a large dairy business there, bought a parcel ofland on
the northwest corner of Simcoe Street and Ellice Avenue in 1899 where
he carried on his business till 1903, when he set up a flour and feed
business in Gimli which he maintained till 1909. He bought a farm west
of Gimli which he named Adalbol, and lived there till 1920, when he
moved back to Gimli, built a good house there, for the rest of his life.
He was one of the founders of the Tjaldbud (Tabernacle) congregation in Winnipeg in 1893, and at Gimli a member of the Lutheran
church council. He was a member of the first council of the Village of
Gimli in 1908. He married a second wife, Steinunn Sigurdardottir in
1941. His children by his first marriage:
Sveinbjorn: married Blanche Bristow of Gimli. Their children were
Earl, who became a contractor, and married Pearl Carruthers of
Millbank, N.B. They now live in Edmonton, Alta. They have two
daughters, Donna Rae, who was married recently, to Douglas Lynass;
and Arlene.
Alfred (Dempsey) who lives in Gimli, married to Rachel (Rae)
Smith. He is a commercial fisherman and also a barber, and had his
own barber shop in Gimli for many years, now usually closed. He is
secretary of the Manitoba Fishermen's Federation. Rae is manager of
the Gimli Credit Union, and was a member of the Good Neighbours.
They had two sons: (William Dempsey) W. D. (Billy) Valgardson, who
is a successful author of short stories and poems, having published his
first book, Bloodflowers. He taught school in a number of places in
Manitoba, then was professor of creative writing at Nevada, Missouri
for several years. He is now writer in residence at the University of
British Columbia at Victoria, B.C. He is married to Mary Anne Tooth
and they have two children, Nancy Rae and Val.
Dempsey Dale was a barber and also first mate on freighters on the
Mackenzie River during the summer seasons. He had completed his
papers to become a captain, when he tragically lost his life by drowning
in August, 1973. He was married to Olena Johnson of Riverton, and
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there are two children Kimberly and Sharon Dale. Olena now works
part time in the Gimli Credit Union. Rae's widowed mother, Ethel
Smith, makes her home with her daughter and son-in-law.
Allan Valgardson is married to Barbara Eldridge. He is a
draftsman, in Regina. They have a son Vaughn: he and his wife Connie
have two daughters, Angenette Danielle, and Kristen; and they have
two daughters, Barbara, who is Mrs. Cecil French, with a daughter,
Auzsha; and Marlene.
Florence is married to Jack Fowler, who now works at Calverts.
Blanche Valgardson, daughter of William and Fridrikka Bristow,
died in 1930.
In 1932 Sveinbjorn married Katherine Victoria Cook of Gimli.
They had four children:
a) Adolf Kristjan ("Zeke") has worked as a baker, and is now an
electrician in Gimli, married to June Martin, with four daughters,
Valerie, Mrs. Elerd Eyolfson, Debra, Louise, and Lorene. (see Sigmundson). Zeke has been active in the Kinsmen Club, of which he is a past
president.
b) Jack Valentine married Dorothy Gerda Olsen (Dodo) daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Knud Olsen. Jack formerly worked with Perths and
operated the laundromat, now works at Cal verts and with his wife
operates the Norseman Motel. Jack is an active Kinsman, and played
hockey with the Gimli Wolves. Their children are Susan, working in
Winnipeg, Timothy, and Kevin Troy.
c) Norman, a Perths driver who also has business interests such as
house rentals, married Gloria Dixon, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Dixon, now of Ames. She was a talented pianist and piano teacher.
They had three sons: Bradley, Scott, and Jeffrey. Gloria died tragically
in a fire at their home on Jan. 23,1965, aged 23. Later Norman married
Dorothy (Dodi) Stark of Ashern, and they have three children:
Michelle, Shane, and Quinn.
Norman was a town councillor in Gimli for several years, and has
twice run for mayor, unsuccessfully. He is an active member of the
Kinsmen Club, was chairman of the recreation centre, chairman of
parks and recreation, organized the Gimli Youth Club to raise funds for
the arena, and for years was a valuable member of the Gimli Wolves
hockey team. Dodi is a Kinette.
d) Marion married Daniel Sigmundson Jr. who is a partner with
his brother Gisli in Gimli Concrete Co. Their children are Melanie,
Danny-Jo, and Jason. (For further information on these families, see
Koch (Cook) Family history, and Sigmundson).
2. Kristin, daughter of Ketill and Soffia Valgardson, was born in
Winnipeg in 1892. She took a commercial course and worked at
bookkeeping and typing in Gimli and Winnipeg before her marriage in
1914 to Gudmundur Julius Johnson, (born at Hroaldsstadir in Vopnfjordur, Iceland in 1890, died in 1963), son of Bjorn and Gudrun Johnson. He was brought up at Gimli and was a fisherman and then trained
as a barber and had a shop in Gimli 1913-16, when he moved to Win-
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nipeg and established Mundi's Barbershop at 1116 Portage Ave. He
was a member of the Icelandic Male Voice choir in Winnipeg. Kristin
took a course in art at St. Mary's Academy, and was very gifted in
many ways. Her talents are covered in a separate story (A Gifted
Daughter of Gimli). They had one adopted daughter, Eileen Sofia, who
worked for many years as secretary to her future husband, W. Donald
M. Stewart, of Winnipeg, an auditor. Their children are Signy and
Jane.
Kristin spent her last year at the Betel Home, and died April 10,
1973, aged 80.
3. Valentinus (Val) Valgardson worked in a bank prior to enrolling
in Wesley College, and then a year at the University of Manitoba,
specializing in mathematics. His studies were interrupted by tuberculosis of the spine which incapacitated him for two years, but he was
able to resume his studies in 1920 and graduated that year with his B.A.
honours, and a gold medal in mathematics. He became an instructor at
the university, and obtained his M.A. there in 1923, again with honours.
In 1924 he moved to Moose Jaw, Sask. to become a teacher at Central
College and became head of the science and mathematics division. He
bought a farm and carried on grain farming in spare time. He was for a
time a member of the Moose Jaw city council, and with his wife was a
diligent member of the Zion United Church. He had married Thorunn
Lara, daughter of Vilhjalmur and Kristin Sigurgeirsson, and sister
Ingibjorg Jonsson, former editor of Logberg-Heimskringla.
Val died suddenly Jan. 5, 1960. In 35 years of teaching he had lost
only a single day from his work, despite frail health. His students were
his pallbearers and sang hymns at his funeral. Their children: a. Kristin
Joyce, wife of Stanley Walter, a printer, of Regina, Sask., with
children, Sandra, Norman, Valerie, and Laurence.
b. Avis Margaret married to Dale Clarke, a teacher at Moose Jaw,
with children, Gregory, Vaughan, Allison and Brent.
c. Valentinus Norman, iron smelter and farmer at Moose Jaw, he
and his wife Joanne have children, Tracy and Todd.
OILING CORKS
by W. D. Valgardson
dipped unpoetically
like long strings of sausage
the corks simmer
in the bubbling oil
then lifted with a stick
they are hung to dry
on poplar poles
turning the back yard
at 38 3rd,
into a delicatessen
of sorts
but no sausages
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glistened like these
fine bobbers which come
gleaming from their bath
purified and ready to face
the worst of storms
without fail they will function
i wish I could oil myself
so easily.

NORTHERN FALLS
by W. D. Valgardson
The flicker's flashing yellow wing is gone,
The trees along the roadside flame and die;
A bove the marsh, the geese begin to fly.
The chill of early mornings warn the fawn
Of changes in the forest ways. Along
The beach the few remaining gulls begin to ply
Against cold winds as autumn clears the sky
Of weekly summer birds; only the strong
Remain. The wind has found its will;
In gusts, it silences the earth's last cries.
At dawn, the shore is rimmed with ice. The strain
Of winter song rebounds from hill to hill;
The air is touched with snow; Nature, startled, dies:
And dying, in that moment, lives again.

THE JOHN WAWRYKOW FAMILY
John Wawrykow came from Lubyanki, Zbaraz, Ukraine, in 1900,
with his father Stefan, and worked in Winnipeg for two years. His wife,
Ludvika Kereluk, came from the same district, and they were married
in Canada. Both were born in 1882. They homesteaded in the Dnister.
district in 1902, where they raised their seven children and farmed for
over 50 years. (See Dnister District)
Dmytro (Dan) their eldest son, moved into Gimli in 1942, with his
wife, the former Mary Hrynyshn, and he became manager of the CoOp Store on First A venue. When the Air Force Station opened, he
became a heavy equipment operator there, and when the base closed, he
became supply clerk for Saunders Aircraft, in tool maintenance.
Dan has been active in the community: served many years on the
school board, was on the 1967 centennial committee, and the building
committee for Sacred Heart Ukrainian Catholic Church, served as
president of the church for many years, and is choir director and
deacon. Mary also served for many years on the executive of the Ladies'
church group.
Their children: Waldi, science and mathematics teacher, and now
guidance counsellor at River East Collegiate, married Joyce Maringer;
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they have two children, Theresa and Stefan. Joyce was a physical
education teacher at River East prior to raising a family.
Elizabeth (Betty) worked as clerk typist prior to her marriage to
Major Lawrence of Ottawa. They have a son, David, and are presently
stationed at Greenwood, N.S.
Margaret taught at Gimli Elementary School for two years, then
obtained her B.A. and B.Ed. She is now guidance counsellor at
Margaret Barbour High School, The Pas.
Marion is also a teacher, at Riverton, Man. She married Gerald
Korolyk, instructor at Saunders Aircraft, and they live in Gimli.
Michael entered the University of Manitoba Medical School of
Rehabilitation for a course as physiotherapist. He has already completed a two-year course in Physical Education at the University of
Manitoba. Mary Wawrykow is the daughter of Daniel Hrynyshn and
his wife Pauline Lisuk. They came to Dnister to farm, 1910. Daniel
came from Uwisli, Hucatin, Ukraine, and Pauline from Zalechiki,
Hucatin, Ukraine.
Daniel was one of the founders of the church at Dnister, being
trustee of it for many years, as well as a member of the Dnister school
board and president of Dnister Hall for a long period.
Pauline and Daniel also have a son Michael, who married
Margaret Spuzak. He is now a widower, is in the real estate business in
Winnipeg with two children.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. John Wawrykow: Dan - see above.
Samuel, superintendent of the Trent Canal Systems, Peterborough,
Ont. Married with four children. Alexander - Air Canada, Postal and
Express Co-Ordinator, travels widely in his work. Married with three
children. William, on the home farm, works as custodian at the Gimli
Provincial Training Centre, two children. John, Electrician for
Ministry of Transport, Winnipeg. Married with two children. Mary,
married to John Lenchuk, in Winnipeg; five children. (see Lenchuk)
Lena, married to William Gayda, living in Ottawa, two children.

GEORGE WAWRYKOW FAMILY
George (Hryhory) Wawrykow and his wife Martha (Motra), nee
Grabowsky, arrived in Canada from Lubyanki, Zbaraz, Ukraine, in
1900, with George's father Stefan and his brother John (Iwan) and
sister Jean (Genka). George and Martha worked in Winnipeg two years
before joining the others to homestead in the Dnister district, about
seven miles northwest of Gimli. They were active members of the little
community of Dnister, which worked hard to preserve the culture of
their homeland.
Their children have all left the Gimli area now; and both George
and Martha are deceased.
1. Annie married Louis Zawatsky of Winnipeg, former farmer and
hotelman. She was widowed in 1969, and has no family.
2. Max G. Wawrykow, B.A. 1928, B.Ed. 1937; taught from 1928
to 1941, Editor, Manitoba School Journal, Director Visual Branch and
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School Broadcasts, Supervisor of School Attendance for Manitoba,
Public School Inspector 1958-1968. Retired from Manitoba Civil
Service in 1968 with Meritorious Service Award, employed as legal
clerk in a law office from 1968 to present. Married to Kay Baydak,
teacher, of Fraserwood, Man. Widower since 1955. Two children;
a. Maxine, married to William Romaniuk, principal of Anoia
Elementary School. They have four children.
b. Anthony Wawrykow, B.A., B.Ed., in Special Education,
Winnipeg School Division.
3. Michael George, Hotel Proprietor, deceased in 1973. Married to
Frances Kretowski, with three children:
a. Jean Margaret married to Walter Krisko, with children
Katherine Anne, Leonard Walter, Gregory Michael.
b. Anna Joyce, married to Walter Roy Pollock, two children,
Joanna Marie and Daniel Michael John.
c. George Michael Wawrykow, B.Sc., M.Sc. Psychology, married
to Lea Anna, children are Taras George Michael, Tania Lea Ann, and
Teresa Lara Francine.
4. Daniel (Dmytro) George Wawrykow, deceased in 1960, Hotel
Proprietor Gimli and Winnipeg. Married to Mary Annie Zakus, of
Wakaw, Sask., formerly a lawyer and Queen's Counsel, now Family
Court Judge in Winnipeg. While in Gimli Mrs. Wawrykow was
president of the Gimli Women's Institute. She has been prominent in
many fields in Winnipeg, and was on the board of the Manitoba
Centennial Corporation in 1967, and officiated at the opening of the
Gimli Library.
Their children:
a. Marianne Martha, B.A., B.Ed., teacher at Freeport in the
Bahamas;
b. Dennis George, B.A. (Hon.) LL.B., lawyer in Winnipeg.
c. Donna Ann, B.A., secretary, married to Antonio Spanu,
Surveyor, Winnipeg.
5. Joseph Wawrykow, B.Sc. in Agriculture, University of
Manitoba, trained as teacher, University of Manitoba, principal of
Fisher Branch High School 1934-36. Elected as M.L.A. for Gimli in
1936, re-elected in 1941 and served till 1945 when he retired due to
pressure of business. In 1943, while still an M.L.A., he joined to
Manitoba Pool Elevators Seed Department, in charge of Public
Relations and as director of Seed Purchasing. In 1958 was appointed
assistant manager of the Seeds Department and in 1966 became
manager of this department of Manitoba Pool Elevators, serving in that
capacity until retirement in 1973, now associated with the Manitoba
Flood Board.
Married to Anne Kaschak, Registered Nurse, from Valley River,
Man. She is now with the Winnipeg Department of Health as a Public
Health Nurse, and is in her final year of studies at the University of
Manitoba towards a Bachelor of Arts degree.
Two children:
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a. Joanne Nadine, won scholarship at West Kildonan Collegiate to
McGill University, Montreal, where she obtained her B.A. and was
awarded a scholarship to Dalhousie University in Halifax, obtaining
her Master of Arts degree there. Subsequently she enrolled in the
London School of Economics, London, England, also on scholarship,
and in 1972 she graduated with a doctorate degree (Ph. D) specializing
in Psychology. She is now a practising psychologist in London,
England.
Their son Joseph Peter was president of the student council at
West Kildonan Collegiate and is now in third year at the University of
Manitoba, taking an Honours course in Arts.
6. John, B.S.A., B.Com. (Honours) B.Ed., was a high school
teacher, now retired, married to Annie Sayk of Winnipeg. They have
one son, Neil, a student at West Kildonan Collegiate.
7. Catherine Wawrykow, Registered Nurse, employed at Princess
Elizabeth Municipal Hospital, Winnipeg, married to Roy Arthur, who
was foreman at Abitibi Paper Mills, Pine Falls, Man., deceased, 1968.
They had no family. She resides in Selkirk, Man.

THE WILKINSON FAMILY
Karen Adalheidur, daughter of Peter Gudlaugsson Buch and his
wife Sigurbjorg, married Walter John Wilkinson, who was born in
Somerset, England. He worked for the Canadian National Railway.
They lived at various times at Canora, Sask., Winnipeg, and Gimli. Mr.
Wilkinson, who came to Canada at an early age, had been a wireless
operator with the Royal Navy from 1916 to 1918. He died Septem ber 9,
1967, aged 79.
Their three sons all attended high school in Gimli and became well
known in the district.
1. Einar Thor (Buster) was born in Gimli and educated there and
in Winnipeg, and was a member of the Sea Cadets. After working in a
paper mill in B.c. for three years, he went to Britain in the spring of
1939, joined the R.A.F., and received his commission eleven days after
war was declared. He piloted both fighter and bomber planes in action,
and took part in air battles over Dunkirk during the evacuation. He
died on a photography mission over the Ruhr Valley February 14, 1941,
aged 25 years. Wilkinson Lake in northern Saskatchewan was named
after him in later years.
2. Walter John (Jack) was born in 1919, moving with the family to
Gimli in 1932, where he won a silver medal for perfect attendance at
high school. During World War II he served with the R.C.A.F. as a
radar technician for three years, one and a half of them overseas. On his
return to Canada in 1945 he was employed with the C.N.R., then the
Bristol Aircraft, and then with Nuclear Industries. He was a member of
the Army, Navy, and Airforce Veterans, the Canadian Legion, and
War Amputees. He died July 18, 1964, at Deer Lodge Hospital, from
his wartime disability. He is survived by his wife, Bertha, (nee
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Woychyshyn), and his two children by a former marriage, Karen
Patricia and Walter John. Walter John has his Master's degree in
engineering, and Karen is a pharmacist, married to another pharmacist,
Don Kostynyk.
3. Joseph Lome attended school in Gimli and Winnipeg, and was
employed by the C.N.R. Enlisting in the R.C.A.F., he received his
wings in 1943, and went overseas in March. He was piloting a Mosquito
bomber when he was brought down and captured by the Germans and
held in prison camps. On his return he entered the service of Air
Canada, then the T.C.A., stationed in Regina. He has held several executive positions with the company in Calgary, Moncton, N.B., and
Goose Bay. In 1974 he holds a post in Montreal with the company. On
May 2, 1946 he married Emma Magnusina, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
G. E. Narfason of Gimli. Their children are: Teresa Lynn, who works
for Air Canada in Halifax; Nicola Fern, married to Gregory Gould, an
employee of Air Canada in Halifax; Joseph Thor, stationed in Winnipeg with Air Canada; Darlene Heather, married to Robert Wheeler,
an employee of Air Canada in Toronto.

THE YANISHEWSKI FAMILY
Michael Yanishewski was born in Poland in 1894. He came to
Canada at the age of 19, and married Joanna Goleski at Winnipeg
Beach. They had two children. Joanna died in childbirth in 1923. Her
husband lived at Winnipeg Beach for ten years before moving to the
Gimli district. By then he had married again, to Joanna Paracholski,
who shortly after, died of tuberculosis. Later he married Mary Dutchak
Tkach, a widow who brought two children to the union. She and
Michael had three children of their own. One, Florence, died of
meningitis in 1933.
Michael farmed until his death in 1957. His widow, Mary, lives in
Gimli.
The children:
Frank Yanishewski was born in Winnipeg Beach, where he
attended school to the fourth grade before moving with his father and
stepmother to the Dnister district, where he completed elementary
school. He had brief army training. He married Pauline Bohonos in
1952. They are actively engaged in dairy farming in the Dnister district.
They have six children: Connie, who works at Ontario Central Airways,
Delaine, who is helping at home for a year; following completion of her
school years; Valerie, who is working at Long Spruce; Michael, David,
and Gayle at home, attending school.
Verna is married to Roy McLean of Scarborough, ant. and they
have two children.
Bill Tkach is a market gardener in the Holland Marsh, ant. and
has five children.
Jean is Mrs. Ed Howelko of Matlock, and they have four children.
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Eileen is Mrs. John Morley of OakviIJe, Ont. and they have three
children.
Norman who changed his surname from Yanishewski to Janis, is
married to Beverley Keller of Gimli. He is a painter in Winnipeg, and
they have three children, Curtis, Twyla, and Kimberly.

MR. AND MRS. PAUL ZWOLAK
Paul and Nell Zwolak have lived in Gimli since 1952, when Paul
was transferred from the B.C. Packers plant at Winnipegosis to become
foreman of their plant at Gimli. They have two daughters who grew up
in Gimli. Iris, who became a commercial teacher, and later married
Edward Skrabec, who is employed in the foreign service of Canada,
presently at Ottawa, after having served for several years in Ceylon and
Vietnam; and Patricia, who is a teacher in the adult education
programme in Winnipeg. Patricia has also travelled widely, having
spent two summers travelling in many countries of Europe.
Paul Zwolak was in charge of the fish plant until it closed down in
1969, and continued in a supervisory capacity for at least a year after.
Since then he has been maintenance man for three Gimli apartment
buildings. Nell has worked part time at the Gimli post office for a
number of years. Both have been very active members of the Sacred
Heart Ukrainian Catholic Church, and Nell was also a member of the
Gimli Good Neighbours.
.
Paul's parents, Jacob Zwolak and Mary Chomick, were married in
1897 in the Ukraine, and came to Canada in 1899, making their home
at Winnipegosis. They were pioneer farmers in that district, where they
spent the rest of their lives. Both were very active in the Catholic
Church. The first school was built on their property, and used by all in
the vicinity. Later, it burned down, and a new school was built in a more
central location.
They had eleven children, the first being born in the Ukraine, but
dying soon after their arrival in Canada. They included a set of
premature twins, who died.
Besides Paul and NeIJ, Paul's sister, Mrs. Nellie Balabas, also lives
in Gimli. She and her husband, Michael, retired to Gimli to live, though
Michael worked a few years at the fishery here. Since his death she has
assisted her brother in caretaking, and has spent considerable time
visiting her two daughters and their families, Margaret, Mrs. Ken
Taylor of Winnipeg, and Elizabeth, Mrs. Kenneth Cheesman of Sault
Ste. Marie, Ont.
Mr. and Mrs. Balabas developed one of the most beautiful flower
gardens in Gimli, stilI looked after by Mrs. Balabas herself.
Jacob Zwolak died in 1933. In her later years his widow came to
Gimli to live in a smaIJ suite adjoining the home of her daughter Nellie
Balabas, but eventually she became a resident of St. Benedict's Manor
in Arborg, where she passed away in 1974 at the age of 94.
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OTHERS IN THE COMMUNITY
In 1974, Gimli has many citizens who have contributed to the community for many years, whose histories are not given in full, for various
reasons - lack of space, lack of time - the limitations of these, but we
do want to include them here briefly, and as in the case with the family
histories, the list will be alphabetical. Even so, we expect there are
others who should be here, but are not. We beg their forgiveness.
Michael and Millie Adanac are long-time residents of Gimli, engaged
in the business of running the Central Garage, formerly in partnership
with Millie's father, John Kozlowski, now deceased. In the 1940s they
also operated Central Taxi, and had a jeep as well as taxis. The writer
recalls one memorable day, her first in Gimli, when Central Taxi took
her by jeep to inspect Willow Creek School, on a very rainy day. The
jeep got stuck, and Mike Adanac finally came looking for the missing
jeep, driver, and passenger, who by then had missed both evening trains.
Central Garage has had the misfortune to have its premises burned
down three times during its history. It has the first car-wash built in
Gimli.
Fred and Chris Arden came to Gimli from Fisher Branch, when
Fred began to work at the Gimli air base. Fred has been deceased for a
number of years, and Chris lives here still. Fred was interested in the
community, and his wife has made many friends by her kind ways.
Their three children, Lorne, Charleen, and Jack, grew up in Gimli, and
all are now married.
George and Evelyn A rnold arrived from Ashern in the 1950s, when
George obtained work in the boiler room at the armed forces base,
where he worked until he retired in 1971. Their daughter and son-inlaw, Herb and June Price, also lived here for some years, and their
younger sons Gilbert and William (Bill) grew up here, and are now both
married and living at Aspen Park, being employed at the Industrial
Park. Their oldest son, George Jr., lives in Edmonton.
Evelyn Arnold has been, almost since her arrival, a very active
member of the Gimli Women's Institute, a past president, who is an
honorary life member. She has also been very active in the Gimli
Lutheran Church. George is an avid gardener, and since his retirement
has grown his own bedding plants. He is keenly interested in sports,
fishing, and birdwatching. He was chairman of the Boy Scout's Group
Committee.
A !Ian and Muriel Bailey came to Gimli during the 1950s, when
Allan became the operator of the Esso bulk oil station, which he
operated for many years, selling out his interest in the late 1960s. He is
now engaged in running a land-breaking machine, and travels to many
parts of Manitoba during the summer in this work. His son Ross is a
partner, but has during the past year devoted time to managing Cook's
Sporting Goods, of which he is now owner and manager.
Both Allan and Muriel have been very active in Gimli. Allan has
been an active Kinsman, Chamber of Commerce member, and president, and chairman of the Gimli Area Development Board, on which he
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has sat since its inception. Muriel was active in Kinettes, and is a member of the Lutheran Women's Association, and its president, several
times. Both are very interested in sports, and have contributed much to
projects at the skating and curling rinks. Their older son and daughter,
Cal and Norma, have travelled widely. Their second daughter, Ruth, is
married to Robert Arnason (see Arnason). They have a young
daughter, Patricia, at home.
Tom and Frances Barker have lived in Gimli since around 1950.
Tom was an electrician at the armed forces base, and when it closed,
continued in that position at C.F.B. Winnipeg. In addition, he has done
a great deal of wiring privately, and is known for the quality of his
workmanship. He donated many hours of free work to the Gimli arena.
Tom has been an active Kinsman and past president, is now in the K-40
Club. Frances, a former teacher, from Vidir, takes an interest in community projects, was active in Kinettes, for a time in the Gimli Branch,
C.A.M.R., and in other groups. Their daughter Eileen works at the
Manitoba Telephone System in Winnipeg; John is continuing his
education, and Arthur and Kathryn are in school.
A number of members of the armed forces who were stationed in
Gimli chose to continue living here when the base closed. M. V.
Barteaux, who married a local girl, Erika Emmerich, and was
transferred to Portage la Prairie, was one of these. N ow retired, he
works at Saunders, and is well known for his music, consisting of a very
wide collection of tapes and records along with sound equipment, which
he plays for dances in the district. He is very popular in this respect,
because he is able to make his music interesting by his actions and personality. Erika attends the Lutheran Church and looks after their
young family and her elderly father. She was a store clerk and was
chosen carnival queen one winter.
Bert and Ginger Bouillet came here from Ochre River when he obtained work at the armed forces base. Ginger, a Dutch war bride, has
worked in office work at C.F.B. Gimli and is now head librarian of the
Evergreen Regional Library. Bert, who now is employed at Calverts, is
also Gimli fire chief, a position he carries out with great efficiency and
enthusiasm. Both are active members of the community. Bert served
many years on the town planning commission for the Towns of Gimli
and Winnipeg Beach and the R.M. of Gimli. Their two sons, Raymond
and Larry, are married and living in Calgary. They have a grandson,
Justin, and a young daughter, Caroline at home. Bert served on the
Gimli school board for several years.
John and Wanda Chalaturnyk came to Gimli when he became the
first superintendent of schools for the Evergreen School Division in
1966. He continued in this position until 1974. The Chalaturnyks at
once became active in community life. They built a fine home in Gimli.
John has been active in the Chamber of Commerce, and was a charter
member and a past president of the Rotary Club, to which he devoted
much time. He is on the board of directors of the Icelandic Cultural
Corporation, as representative of the Ukrainian section of the Gimli
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Museum. He has represented Rotary in the winter carnival and other
projects. Wanda was a charter member and president of the Gimli
Hospital Auxiliary, active in the Gimli Art Club and in other local projects. Though John now works in Winnipeg, they still live at Gimli.
Isa Duncan's husband, John, now deceased, came to Gimli as gardener at the armed forces base. Following his death, Isa moved back to
Winnipeg, but she was lonesome for her friends in Gimli, so she applied
for an apartment in the Landmark senior citizens building, and has
returned in retirement. Both were active in the community, John in the
Legion and the group committee for the Boy Scouts, Isa was secretary
of the Ladies' Auxiliary to the Canadian Legion, and in the Gimli
Women's Institute, in which she also served a term as secretary. She is
noW in charge of refreshments at the New Horizons Club, and still active in the W.I., a happy, friendly person well-liked by all.
Eyolfur (S.E.) and Loa Eyolfson have lived in Gimli many years,
but originate in the Geysir district. Eyolfur built the Shoreliner Motel,
which they operated for many years before selling it to John and Win
Hart. Eyolfur was on the Gimli town council for several years. He
operates his own construction company, trucking, sells gravel, sand,
and other materials from a farm he owns in the R.M. ofGimli. He was
a member of the Gimli Kinsmen Club, and Loa belonged to the
Kinettes. Both are skilled curlers and very active in that sport. They are
well known and respected members of the community.
Their oldest daughter, Gloria and her husband, Staff Sergeant
Jack Zacharias of the R.C.M.P., and their children Jeff and Scott, are
at Berne, Switzerland for three years, at the Canadian Embassy. Carol
is married to Bob Thordarson (see Thordarson); Ron is a member of
the Ontario provincial police, at Fort Frances, Ont., married to Dolores
Beauchemin, with children Daryl and Todd, and Jacqueline is at school.
Gerald Fijn and his wife Tillie are quite recent residents of Gimli,
have migrated from The Netherlands in the late 1960s, when Mr. Fijn
came to work at Duha Plastics. He left that work after some years, and
is now self-employed, servicing, renting, and selling pianos, organs, and
other instruments. His wife Tillie is an accomplished pianist and piano
teacher, whose many pupils in Gimli are a credit to her work. They were
proud to become Canadian citizens in 1974, and to receive their
citizenship certificates from the hand of Princess Margaret, sister to
Queen Elizabeth.
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Finnwn are imports from Vidir, and before
coming as teachers to Gimli, taught at Hnausa. Gus is the industrial
arts teacher at the Gimli Composite High School, and also coach of the
girls' volleyball team. He is well known to all because of his curling
enthusiasm and also his annual work of being master of ceremonies for
the Gimli Old-Timers' Reunion Ball. His wife teaches in the elementary
school, and they have one daughter.
Adam Franz is a member of a pioneer family from the Berlo district. He farms there, but in 1974 he and his wife and younger children
moved into Gimli, leaving his son on the farm, in which he still has an
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interest. Adam has been very active in community affairs for many
years, having served as reeve of the R.M. of Gimli from 1958 to 1974.
He has represented the municipality on countless boards and committees, was a member of the first Gimli Hospital Board, and its chairman. He is active in the work of St. Benedict's R.C. Church at Camp
Morton. During all these years when many meetings have taken him
away from his farm work many times, his wife has looked after their
large family and the duties of the household.
Adam Franz was a trustee of Berlo (formerly Bismarck) School
from 1940-69, and chairman for 15 years. He was interested in the secondary school issue and worked with the community to have central
high schools and bussing for rural students to high schoo!. He was on
the Evergreen board in 1962-63 when the board had jurisdiction for
high schools only. He was elected to the Unitary Evergreen School
Division Board in 1967, and was chairman in 1969-70 and 1972-74.
When he moved into the Town of Gimli in 1974 he was not eligible to
stand for re-election in the 1974 election.
Adam's brother Joseph Franz lived in Gimli for many years with
his wife Helen and their family. He was employed as a civilian at the
armed forces base, and when it closed he transferred to the Winnipeg
base and moved to Winnipeg. While living in Gimli, he served more
than two terms as a town councillor, was on the Evergreen Library
board and other committees representing the town, worked on the Boy
Scouts' Group Committee. He was chairman of St. Michael's Parish
Council and he and his wife were active members of the church.
Joseph and Adeline Gendur came to Gimli from York ton, Sask.,
when he took over as manager of the Parrish and Heim becker elevator
in 1956. They immediately took an interest in the community. Their
most valuable contribution was to the Evergreen Unit of the Canadian
Cancer Society, in which Joe was campaign chairman and Adeline
social chairman and later secretary-treasurer. Joe also served for many
years on the executive of the Gimli Credit Union, and Adeline is an
honorary life member of the Gimli Women's Institute, having served as
president and treasurer. She is gifted at handicrafts and has assisted
many others to learn to make many beautiful items. Their two sons,
who attended school in Gimli, Richard and Robert are married, each
with two children. Joe passed away in 1973, and Adeline has chosen to
remain in Gimli in their beautiful home near the park.
Stan Gretchen and his wife Mary. Stan farmed in the Fraserwood
area before moving to Gimli. He was a painter, and then painting contractor at C.F.B. Gimli and in the town of Gimli. In 1968 he went into
partnership with Norman Greenberg and Eddie Chudd to build and
operate the Viking Motor Hotel, which he and Mary managed until it
was sold to Hykawy Ltd. in 1974. He has now returned to painting.
Stan is a member of the Kiwanis Club. They have three children,
Robert, Sally, and Danny.
Ron and Diane Hall were another couple who chose to remain in
Gimli when the air base closed, with their six children. Ron retired from
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the forces, and opened his own business of appliance repairs, which
keeps him very busy throughout the eastern Interlake and sometimes
farther. He is also the instructor of driving courses for the Gimli Composite High School. Diane is involved with Girl Guides and Brownies,
both of which she has been leader of at different times, and she is the efficient secretary of the Gimli Women's Institute, as well as a member of
the Ladies' Auxiliary to the Canadian Legion. Her husband is a Legion
member. Both are very interested in community affairs and politics, especially for the betterment of education for young people and other
concerns. Despite assisting Ron in the business and looking after a large
family of growing youngsters, Diane finds time for all these community
matters in which she is a willing and cheerful worker.
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Hobin and family were also air force people
who chose to enter civilian life in Gimli. Ray purchased the Macleods
Store, which he operated for several years, and also established a TryRental business alongside the rented store. When he sold his store
business, after giving up the Macleod franchise, to Ken and Linda
Duthie, in 1974, he continued with the Try-Rental Store. They are
members of the Baptist church, and Ray was for a time active in the
Chamber of Commerce.
Arnold and Lisa Huppertz, who hail from Germany, are a friendly,
hardworking couple who came to Gimli to operate the Lake Inn and
Bus Depot, which they continued to do most successfully for many
years before they sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Brinten in 1973. They made
themselves so much a part of the Gimli scene, entering into all aspects
of community life that their business with its long hours would permit,
that they decided to remain in Gimli, and bought a home formerly
owned by Helgi Johnson. Arnold is an active member of the Rotary
Club, has taken considerable interest in the Chamber of Commerce, including the raising of hundreds of dollars for the landscaping of the Viking Statue Park through a centennial book he designed (the money is
still held in trust to be used for the park). He has been active in sports,
hockey club, and the winter Carnival, and he was made a member of the
Gimli Old-Timers' Association, of which he is very proud. His wife Lisa
is a member of the Women's Institute. In 1974 they were hired as
managers of the new Gimli Trailer Park, and are very interested in improving the park and making it a paying proposition and a place where
tourists will enjoy staying.
Barney and Eleanor Johnson are a young couple who settled down
in Gimli, not far from the home of Barney's mother, Mrs. Gudridur
Johnson, who worked at the Betel Home until her retirement. Barney
works at Calverts, and is very interested in hockey, being manager of
the Gimli Junior B team, and formerly manager of the juveniles and
other teams. Eleanor, who is active in the Hospital Auxiliary and has
worked with Brownies and 4-H Club, is receptionist for Dr. D. R.
Oakley, optician. Their children are Cheryl, Raymond, and Russell.
Gulti Johnson was a product of the Arnes district, a carpenter who
worked at many widely separated places during his lifetime. He and his
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wife Helga have been strong supporters of the Gimli Curling Club,
keenly interested in the bonspiels, as well as regular curling season. He
was a member of the Kinsmen Club, and of Lisgar and Viking Masonic
lodges. He passed away in 1973 after a lengthy illness. His wife Helga, a
school teacher from the Glenboro area, taught in the Ames and Gimli
districts, and has sung in the Lutheran Church choir for many years.
She was a member of the ladies' groups of the church. Since her
husband's death, she is employed at the industrial park. They have two
daughters, Corinne, married and living in Ontario, and Elaine, married
to Bill Arvidson, who both work at the industrial park.
Mrs. Johanna Kunz and her husband Martin were very active
members of the Camp Morton district for years. A friendly, warmhearted woman, completely devoted to her church, she made her store
and post office a pleasant place to visit. Johanna in her later years was
plagued by ill health, a heart condition, and then a slow-acting cancer
which caused months of pain, and took her life in 1974 ... but she never
lost her faith, and was able to look back on a full and happy life, despite
the loss of her later years.
Johanna and her quiet, devoted husband, had two children,
Robert, a teacher in Nova Scotia, married with one child, and Joanne, a
registered nurse in Winnipeg, who worked for awhile in South America.
Carl MacDonald and Duncan McKellar are partners who bought
the Falcon Restaurant from Mike and Frances Pawlinski in the 1960s,
and made that attractive establishment even more attractive. They added an extra banquet room, with an impressive falcon on its brick walls,
along with other decorations. Their gracious manner to guests, and the
high quality of the food served, make the Falcon a popular place to
dine. Carl is president of the Rotary Club which meets there weekly for
a dinner meeting, while Dunc devotes his interest to the Chamber of
Commerce.
Alan MacFarlane grew up in Gimli, as his widowed mother was
for many years housekeeper for Gusti Thorkelson. Alan and his wife
Shirley and two children now divide their time between Winnipeg,
where they have a home, and Gimli, where they also have a beautiful
home facing the Viking statue. They spend as much time as possible in
Gimli, and Alan is a partner with Dick Amason in the rental of a
number of homes in Gimli, and also in the Vesturland Development,
along with Dick, and Lorraine Thorvardson.
Michael and Stelfa Warcaba have lived quite a few years in Gimli,
and have seen their Bedding and Upholstery business on First Avenue
develop into a television repair service, television sales, rug sales, and
finally a good line of dry goods. They are a happy couple who work well
together, and live in a tiny house next door to their store, a house still
remaining from pioneer days, surrounded by bushy evergreens annually
pruned by Michael.
Alex J. Nicke)' was a school teacher who came to teach in the
Gimli area, having 'grown up in East Selkirk. He taught in many oneroom country schools in the entire Evergreen area and beyond, during
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the years when teachers made a bare existence. He met and married his
wife Julia while teaching in her home community at Lowland, Man.
He began a small fur farming operation to supplement his income,
and in 1950 bought beautiful lakeshore property about five miles north
of Gimli, built a home there, and went into mink farming full time, calling his farm the Gimli Fur Farm. He and Julia were active in the Fur
Farmers' Association.
Alex and Julia have been very active and dedicated members of the
Gimli Lutheran Church. He sang in the choir, and has been on the
church council for many years, one year its president, was on the
Ecumenical council, and has served in other capacities. Julia is active in
the Women's Association. Alex was education chairman of the
Evergreen Cancer Unit and travelled many miles, giving many hours of
time to cancer education. He was secretary of the Gimli Credit Union
for 25 years. In 1974 he suffered a stroke which took him out of community life, and he and Julia plan to retire in Gimli in 1975. Their only
child, Patricia, is married to Orest Sedun, an architect, and they have
three daughters. Pat herself graduated as a pharmacist.

Madge Isfeld has a spicy Irish brogue which does not go with her
Icelandic surname. She is a little bit of Ireland settled in this community for many years, born Margaret Glassey of Market Hill, County Armagh, Northern Ireland, one of the 14 children of a bricklayer and his
wife. Her grandparents lived in a neat whitewashed cottage with a
thatched roof, surrounded by a beautiful garden. Madge came to
Canada when she was 22, and a year later married Jack Isfeld, one of
the members of the largest families in the Gimli-Winnipeg Beach area.
He was a fisherman at Gimli and in the north of the lake all his life, and
often there were hard times for Madge and her large family. But she
never lost her Irish sense of humor. Her son Victor, also a fisherman,
lives with her now. Her son Lawrence is also a fisherman. Gloria is
Mrs. Doug Thomas, living west of Gimli. Valdine married but is now a
widow, living on Vancouver Island. Margaret married P. R. Crawford
of the armed forces, Evelyn married Ted Harrison, and Tammy
married Robert Balduc, also both in the armed forces. Steve, the
youngest son, became a school teacher in western Manitoba, and is
married also. Evelyn lived in Gimli for some years, and worked in the
Gimli Lutheran Church, as a Sunday School teacher. She and Ted, and
their children Gloria and Russell, have been stationed in Germany for
more than four years now, their second tour overseas. Tammy and her
husband have also been overseas but are now in Ottawa, while
Margaret and her husband are in Cold Lake, Alta.
David and Solange Liang hail from Hong Kong. Dave came to
Gimli many years ago, as a bachelor high school science teacher, and
liked it so well that he has stayed here ever since. One of his early experiences involved losing most of his possessions when the room he
stayed in was in a home that caught fire. Several years later he married
Solange, a talented musician, trained nurse, and piano teacher. She has
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many pupils in Gimli, besides looking after their three children. They
are popular and interested citizens of the community.
The late A lex Moroz and his wife lived in Gimli since the 1950s,
and he was employed until his retirement, and subsequent death, with
the provincial highways department. Their son Michael came to the
area as a school teacher, first on permit, before the second world war
and a year after, and then as a qualified teacher after taking his Normal
school course. Michael taught in many one-roomed schools in the
Evergreen area and a little beyond, before becoming teaching principal
and later supervising principal of the Gimli Elementary School, to
which he came in 1958. Michael has been active in curling, the Kinsmen
Club, the Royal Canadian Legion, and other things, during his years in
Gimli. He and his wife, the former Mary Hykawy, have one son, Barry,
who is a radio announcer in Calgary, Alta. His sister Helen lived in
Gimli, the wife of Mike Szynkarchuk, garage owner and active citizen,
until they moved to Calgary, and his younger sister Diane attended
Gimli High School. There are two brothers living in other parts of
Canada.
A descendant of a pioneer family from Iceland, which settled in
Vidir in 1878, later moving to the Glenboro area, arrived in Gimli a few
years ago to take charge of the Atmospheric Environment station
(weather office) at Gimli, in the person of W. G. (Bill) Palmer. who has
become an interested citizen of Gimli, along with his wife and family.
Fred and Margaret Rankin are among those members of the
armed forces who decided to retire in Gimli when the base closed.
They opened a souvenir shop, Nordic Souvenirs, where they sold a very
popular item, among many others . . . the miniature Viking statue
which Fred adapted in a representation of Gimli's famous symbol.
Almost every family leaving Gimli was presented with one of these
statues, and they are still greatly in demand. The store branched out to
carry handicraft supplies, but closed in 1973 due to the frail health of
Marg, who found it too much for her after Fred was made manager of
the Gimli Provincial Recreation Training Centre. She does hope to
carryon with the ceramics for which Nordic Souvenirs became noted.
Marg is keenly interested in everything Icelandic and Viking, despite
her English background, and she envisioned for Gimli a genuine Viking
ship as a tourist attraction, which unfortunately has not to date become
a reality. As a result of her vision, the Icelandic Cultural Corporation
was formed, with a five-fold objective including the Viking ship and an
ethnic museum. All objectives except the ship have become a reality.
She has since withdrawn from the Corporation. She carried out a
program for senior citizens during the Manitoba centennial in which
young people became friends of the elderly. She is on the board of directors of the Interlake Tourist Association, of which Nordic Souvenirs
was one of the earliest members. She is a member of the Women's
Institute, and Fred is a member of the Kiwanis Club. He has been a
Scoutmaster and for many years Scout commissioner. Their one son,
Christopher, is married to Mary Ann Rojeski and is an electrician.
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Bill and Marguerite Smith came to Gimli in the 1950s, when they
established their Robinson Store, which has expanded to be Gimli's
largest department store. They have been active in Kinsmen, Kinettes,
Chamber of Commerce, and Women's Institute, as well as in curling.
They have three sons, Gary, who is married and Tim at home and Rick
in Winnipeg.
Stephen Slywka, who grew up in the Fraserwood district, and his
wife Emily, who hails from Quebec, have lived all their married life in
Gimli. Steve was employed many years at the armed forces base, and is
now employed at the industrial park. Emily works at the Betel Home.
Steve takes an active interest in the community and is a member of the
Canadian Legion. They have worked through the years to improve their
comfortable home on Third Ave. Their three daughters are married,
Mable and Elizabeth in Winnipeg, and Shyrl in Calgary. Their only son
Peter, who was well known as a radio announcer and orchestral agent,
died tragically in a car accident in 1973, when he was on his way to be
married.
Pat Snider and his wife Clara have lived in Gimli many years, since
he came to work at the armed forces base, where he worked till retirement. Pat has been an active member of the Legion, was for a time on
the executive of the Evergreen Cancer U nit, and grows a fine garden at
his home. They are a quiet couple who have proved to be very good
neighbours.
Carlo and Else Steffensen are recent arrivals in Gimli. Carlo came
first as construction engineer in the building of the winery. He now
operates Steffensen Woodworking in the industrial park. He was
manager of the Gimli Development Corporation the first year. He is active in the Rotary Club and the Chamber of Commerce. Else is active in
the Lutheran Church and the Women's Institute, of which she was
treasurer for a time.
Bernie Stock is in management at Calverts, and he and his wife
Eleanor came from Montreal. He was on the board and secretary of the
Gimli and District United Way, and is on the executive of the Kiwanis
Club. Eleanor is an accomplished organist who has played at St.
Michael's R.C. Church.
David and Doreen Walker have lived in Gimli since the 1950s,
when Dave came to work in the engineering department of the armed
forces base. When the base closed he commuted to the International
Airport for a time, but is now doing the same work at the industrial
park. Dave was a Scoutmaster and on the group committee for the
Scouts, and a Legion member. Doreen is an honorary life member of
the Women's Institute, first president of the Gimli and District United
Way, in which she has been one of the principal workers. She also
worked with Girl Guides and 4-H Club. She is a bookkeeper at the
Betel Home. Their older daughter Sandra married Bryan Isfeld of Winnipeg Beach, and they live in B.c. while Cynthia is still in school.
Michael and Pearl Zahaiko have lived many years in Gimli.
Michael operates a barber shop. He is a member of the Canadian
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Legion, and Pearl was a member of the Gimli Good Neighbours. They
are active members of the Sacred Heart Church. Pearl works at the
Aspen Restaurant. Their children Diane and David are married, in
Winnipeg.
Out in the Dnister district, we have two members of a pioneer
family - A dam and Adolf Sochaski. It was at their home that the first
Dnister school was held for a few months before the school was finished. Adolf went on to become a school teacher, now retired; Adam
attended high school, but remained on the family farm, where he still
grows a fine garden, which has produced early vegetables and small
fruits for many a table, as he sells these fresh foods to those who come
to buy. This was a highly respected and active family in a busy Ukrainian district, which worked to keep up the traditions of their heritage.
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Thordarson were farmers in the Geysir
district, and moved to Gimli to establish the J. B. Fur Farm south of
town. Mrs. Thordarson passed away some time ago, and Joe moved
into Gimli, and became in his senior years one of the most active people
in town. He is a devoted member of the Gimli Lutheran Church, on the
church council, and caretaker, and very faithful at all times. Recently
he has become involved in the New Horizons Club, and is just as busy
being helpful there as he is at the church. He can be counted on to help
people whenever he is able, and sets a perfect example how to be happy
through being busy in retirement. Joe and Janina had three children,
Brodie, (Johannes Victor) Loa Eyolfson and Rosbjorg Josephson.
Brodie (Johannes Victor) and Joyce Thordarson. son and
daughter-in-law of J. B. Thordarson, both hail from the north, but have
lived many years in Gimli. Brodie worked for Manitoba Hydro, also
worked at the armed forces base, and they now operate a grocery store
on Third A venue. They were members of the Kinsmen and Kinette
Club, and very interested in curling and hockey. Brodie served on the
board of the United Way. Their daughter Joy is married to Winston
Stranger, who works for Manitoba Hydro, their son Victor is a teacher
at Gimli School, married to Debbie Pearce, and Doreen, Connie, and
Russell are still living at home. They have four grandchildren. Joyce is a
great-niece of Sigtryggur Jonasson.
Bill and Marge Trynacity, came to Gimli many years ago, when he
became health inspector for the Gimli Health Unit. Both have been active in the community. Bill is a past president of the Gimli Kinsmen
Club, and Marge was an active Kinette. Bill has been on the Lutheran
Church council, and its secretary, for years. Marge was secretary of the
centennial committees in 1967 and 1970. Marge worked in the civilian
personnel office at C.F.B. Gimli, and is now employed in the Canada
Manpower office. They have two daughters, Karen, now working in
Winnipeg, and Kim, in high school.
Oscar and Ann Rudd came to Gimli in 1958, when Oscar purchased the grocery business on Centre Street which he operated for a
number of years as Rudd's Tomboy Store. They came from western
Manitoba, where he had been in the store business in several com796

munities, as had his father before him. There the business had included
clothing as well as general merchandise. Oscar enjoys good clothing and
has had long experience in its merchandising. When the new IGA store
was built at First and Centre in the same building as the Bank of Montreal, Oscar and Ann took it over, and operated it for a time, later selling the business to Wayne Forbister and themselves retiring from
business. Oscar has taken on various positions, including being sales
agent for Lake Centre News for a time. Both Oscar and Ann have been
active in the community, particularly in sports. Both are avid curlers
and hockey fans. Oscar has frequently served as hockey coach or on the
executive of hockey clubs. He is a member of the Rotary Club, and was
active in the Chamber of Commerce. They both sing in the Lutheran
choir. Their daughter Sheryl married Dick Arnason and they have two
children, Toby and Johann, and their son Randy married Fern Keene
and is principal of the high school at Flin Flon, and they have two children. Ann Rudd is a member of the Art Club and the Hospital Auxiliary.

Allan and Mona Sargeant
Allan was a member of the air force and an Australian who married Mona, a Canadian girl, and became a school teacher in the Gimli
area, at the armed forces base. When the air base closed, he taught for
awhile at Selkirk, and is now an accountant at Gimli Auto Body. He
was a Scoutmaster for over ten years, and assisted in forming a Home
and School Association. He was president of the C.A.M.R., active in
the centennial choir, and Lake Centre Players. Mona was also in Lake
Centre Players, is president of St. Michael's C. W.L. They are both interested in community affairs.
Joe and Valdina Thorsteinson are a couple from Riverton,
descended from early pioneers, who have lived for many years in Gimli.
Joe has been one of those travelling to distant places for part of many
years, in the course of his life work. Valdina loves flowers and her giant
dahlias and her roses and other perennials make her home a beauty spot
in Gimli each summer. Their son Carl heads a well known firm in Winnipeg, Carlson Mobile Homes Ltd. They have four daughters, the three
oldest, Rosalie, Tannis, and Paula married, and Penny still attending
school. Valdina is descended from the "Father of New Iceland",
Sigtryggur Jonasson. Joe for many years was in charge of a fishing station at Island Lake.
Mary Shebeski. a school teacher from Arborg who came to teach
at Gimli in the late 1950s, is assistant principal of the elementary
school, in charge of grades four to six, and has taken much interest in
the community. She is a Women's Institute member, served as secretary and song leader, a centennial choir member and on the 1970
centennial committee. She is active in St. Michael's R.C. Church, and
in addition to her work and all these activities, still continues her education in working towards her Fine Arts degree, as well as having a
beautiful flower and vegetable garden.
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Victor Shebeski came from Arborg, and is an active member of St.
Michael's R.C. Church, and has served as president of the parish coun-

cil.
Telly and Ray Sisk are a couple who are active in Gimli. Telly
Pawlinski worked in the local bank prior to marrying Ray, a fireman
with the armed forces who retired to do the same work at the industrial
park. Ray is a volunteer fireman and active in that position as well as in
the Legion. Telly is treasurer of the Gimli and District United Way, and
works part time at the Gimli Credit Union.
Telly's brother and sister-in-law, Michael (Mike) and Frances
Pawlinski. were long-time members of the community, as proprietors
of the Falcon Restaurant for many years. When the old Falcon, which
had a varied history, burned down, around 1958, they built the fine
building now standing on First Avenue, with two suites above it, one occupied by themselves, and the other by Walter and Anne Zdebiak;
Anne assisted in the operation of the restaurant. Mike was a charter
member of the Kinsmen Club, as was Walter; and he was active in the
Chamber of Commerce. They opened the Falcon banquet room in
1959. They sold the restaurant to Carl MacDonald and Duncan
McKellar in 1967, and moved to Winnipeg. A few years later Fran
passed away. Walter and Anne also live in Winnipeg, but retain ties
with Gimli, as Walter is a member of the Viking Masonic Lodge.
Ted and Rose Luschinski and their family moved into Gimli with
their family and opened a store on First A venue. Their first store
burned down and they rebuilt a modern building, which they finally sold
to Gordon Gingrich, after having established it as a Solo Store. Ted and
Rose have been active in the Gimli branch of the Canadian Legion, of
which Ted has been president as well as holding other offices.
Though hundreds of people who have made part of the Gimli
history have been mentioned in these pages, we know there are others
who should have been. To cover the history completely would take
many volumes. Besides the children of the pioneers, hundreds of others
have passed this way, each leaving his or her mark, however long or
short their stay. They have included members of the armed forces, bank
managers and personnel, R.C.M.P. (who will ever forget "Red"
Walker or b~nJYL'll£.h..bank, or Barry Littlewood?). There were Hydro
and telephone personnel, and others who stayed for awhile and were
transferred elsewhere, leaving behind a little of themselves, and taking
away a little bit of Gimli with them. To those whose names we have
omitted, through lack of space or knowledge - our apologies. Compiling this Saga has been a massive task for a small group of women,
and we hope you have enjoyed reading it.
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