
UFS (Delta Marsh) Annual Report, Vol. 30, 1995 PB

Director’s Report

Since this will be the last report that I am likely to
write on the activities of the University Field Station, I
would like to take the opportunity of providing a few
personal comments. I believe that the Field Station has
served many useful functions over the eight years of
my directorship, and much of that effectiveness is
attributable to the Station’s dedicated staff, so I would
like to acknowledge, with a great deal of gratitude, the
efforts of  the staff. In a similar vein, the success of any
field station is directly a function of those who use it
and contribute to it, and these must be recognized. The
list is long but includes our researchers, their graduate
students and assistants, instructors and teaching
assistants, workshop and other group leaders, school
teachers, and the many dedicated Friends of the
University Field Station. Operation of the Field Station
costs money and financial commitment in times of
restraint requires a belief in the value of the facility and
its functions. Accordingly, I would like to acknowledge
the commitment of the Faculty of Science and Natural
Sciences and Engineering Research Council, without
which the function of the Station would be seriously
curtailed. The University Field Station has become part
of the community of and around Portage la Prairie, and
as in ecosystems the success and resilience of one part
of a community is largely dependent on interaction with
other parts. That positive interaction should also be
acknowledged.

I believe that the University Field Station (Delta
Marsh) has a bright and important future as a site for
exciting new research, for experiential teaching, and for
fostering an essential connectedness for many persons
(young and old) to their natural environment. I am
confident that the future will be well tended to by my
successor, for whom I wish every possible success.

Before I provide a summary of activities for 1995, I
would finally like to thank the Faculty of Science and
the University for providing me with the opportunity to
serve in the capacity of the Field Station’s director.

Facility use statistics

Statistics on the use of the station in the 1995
calendar year are as follows:

Use category Total user-days % total use

Schools (junior, senior) 1,816 29
Research 1,399 22
Group bookings 1,210 19
Undergraduate courses 939 15
Elderhostel 391 6
Workshops 287 5
Miscellaneous visitors 186 3
TOTAL 6,228

This use compares favorably to 1994 (6,321 user-
days), which set an all-time record for the station.
Overall use has increased nearly 100% since the mid-
1980s, largely through the expansion of the school
program and encouragement of group use of the facility
on a cost-recovery basis. Research use of the station
increased in 1995 to its highest level since 1989.

Educational activities

In 1995, the station actively supported teaching at
the junior, senior, undergraduate, graduate, and adult
(workshops and Elderhostel) levels. Our school
program, offered to students in grades 5 - 12, is the single
largest use category at the station. It attracts students
from schools throughout southern Manitoba who
typically spend one day at the station (usually from May
through October). They participate in exercises on the
plant and animal life of Delta Marsh that were designed
by station personnel.

Five undergraduate courses were delivered at the
station in summer 1995: Vascular Flora of Manitoba
(1.207), Community Ecology (1.354), Wetland Ecology
(1/22.480), Landscape Architectural Field Ecology
(31.712), and Field Ecology (1/22.342). These courses
are excellent opportunities to demonstrate ecological
principles in a natural setting. The Wetland Ecology
course was developed as the first step in an initiative to
offer courses keyed to the unique strengths of the Delta
Marsh environment. The objective of this initiative is
to attract students from outside the traditional pool
served by the University. To that end, a specialized
course in Diatom Identification, instructed by a world
authority in the subject, will be offered in summer 1996.
More specialized courses in field biology and other fields
are planned.
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Several undergraduate (or equivalent) courses had
some part of their instruction done at the station. For
example, the fall term offering of Community Ecology
(1.354) had a mandatory weekend session at the station.
Beginning in fall 1995, the station began hosting one
portion of training for aboriginal students being offered
by the Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources
(CIER).

The Environmental Science Program staged retreats
at the station twice during 1995, at which students
discussed program development, career opportunities,
and environmental issues. Retreats were also held by
Faculty of Science Administrative Council, and the
Ecological Monitoring and Assessment Network of
Environment Canada.

Research

Two new research initiatives were expanded in 1995.
The Prairie Wetland Ecology Team (PWET) conducted
8 projects involving undergraduates, graduate students
and faculty from the Departments of Botany and
Zoology, and the Environmental Science Program. The
Delta Marsh Bird Observatory (DMBO) continued to
monitor long-term decreases in songbird abundance due
to environmental stress. Eight other research projects
on bird biology were conducted in 1995, and three
projects in terrestrial plant ecology were started. The
outcome of this research will be graduate theses, and
peer-reviewed publications, citations for which are
tabulated on the Field Station web site.

The station continued to monitor daily weather on
behalf of Environment Canada, contributing to a
continuous 28-year record of air temperature, and
precipitation. The station also contributed weekly reports
to the Crop Weather Network. Monthly sampling of
water quality was done in Lake Manitoba on behalf of
the Manitoba Department of Environment, and a
sampling program for marsh water quality, started in
1994, continued in 1995. Bluebird nestbox monitoring
continued on behalf of the Alberta Naturalist Society.

Other highlights

• The station celebrates its 30th Anniversary of
continuous operation in 1996.

• The Field Station began distributing information
about its activities via its page on the World Wide
Web (http://www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/science/
delta_marsh/). In this respect, it was one of the first
Field Stations in the world, if not the first, to
recognize the power of the Internet as a vehicle for
communication.

• A new lecture and library building will be
constructed at the station in late fall 1996. Plans for
the building were developed, a building site was
identified, and support for its construction were
solicited from the Friends of the Field Station, the
Faculty of Science, Canada Trust, and other private
donors.

Gordon G.C. Robinson


